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The intent of this study Bible is to make the Scriptures an open and rewarding book for personal Bible study and to give an overview of the whole Bible message. In combining scholarly commentary with the latest revision of the trusted King James Version, the publisher is pleased to present the labors of learned and reverent men and women who have sought to clarify the meaning of the Scriptures and bring the treasures of God’s Holy Word into the possession of the reader. To that end, the following special features are provided.

The text is that of the New King James Version. It has been produced with the conviction that the words of Scripture as originally penned in the Hebrew and Greek were inspired by God. Since they are the eternal Word of God, the Holy Scriptures speak with fresh power to each generation, to give wisdom that leads to salvation, that men and women may serve Christ to the glory of God.

The following paragraphs describe The Open Bible®’s many special features, which have been prepared by eminent scholars under the supervision of Thomas Nelson Publishers:

This edition of The Open Bible® is the first to include a full system of study notes. Over 4,500 study notes were carefully selected to help increase your understanding of the Bible, its key personalities, and its times.

Other notes that serve to clarify the text are Read-Along References® and Read-Along Translations®. The symbol “R” beside a word denotes a Read-Along Reference®, which lists at the end of the verse other passages that have similar meanings or further bearing on the word or phrase indicated. This exciting cross-reference method of Bible study ties together the magnificent truths of Scripture. The symbol “T” beside a word or phrase indicates a Read-Along Translation®, an easy-to-understand equivalent, alternate, or literal translation at the end of the verse. When the symbol “*” is used, a textual note is given at the end of the page. When more than one reference or translation follows a verse, a center point “ • ” is used for division. When space does not allow the letter (R or T) to precede the word or phrase referenced, then it follows immediately at the end of the word or first word of the phrase referenced. The asterisk (*) always follows the word or phrase.

Before each book of the Bible there is an introduction and outline of the book. These introductions are extensive and scholarly, and the outlines are designed to give an overview of the book. Related charts provide an at-a-glance summary of the book’s content.

The Biblical Cyclopedic Index is one of the major study aids in The Open Bible®. A marvel in itself, this distinctive section combines the most useful features of a concordance, reference system, and index. With the BCI, the serious Bible student will find the riches of the Word unfolding in logical fashion. For the busy pastor or speaker, searching the Scriptures for a message, the Biblical Cyclopedic Index provides one of the most helpful tools to the explication of the Scriptures in published form today.

Another very noteworthy study feature is “The Christian’s Guide to the New Life, ” whose thirty-two outlines cover the major teachings of the Bible. Its study notes are placed at the foot of the page near related passages, and they are chained by book chapter-verse and page number of the next related outline point so that you can easily follow the development of each doctrine. With the “Christian’s Guide” you can actually cover the material of an advanced course in systematic theology, but in a much easier and clearer manner.

For convenience in Bible study, on the Contents page you’ll find a listing of Bible Study Helps included in The Open Bible®. These helps provide a wealth of information normally found only in a complete library of books.

Among the articles in the Bible Study Helps section are “How to Study the Bible, ” “Harmony of the Gospels, ” and “Teachings and Illustrations of Christ by Subject.” “The Visual Survey of the Bible, ” which begins immediately following the Old Testament, gives you a visual overview of the whole of Scripture.

The Biblical Information section features many items not commonly understood in the Scriptures, plus countless bits of practical information in concise form. Of special interest is the article “The Greatest Archaeological Discoveries, ” which includes photographs and scholarly discussion of many significant archaeological finds.

Messianic prophecies are indicated in The Open Bible® by stars placed with the references in the appropriate passages. An outline star ([image: ]) is used to indicate a prophecy later fulfilled in Jesus Christ. A solid star ([image: ]) is used to indicate a prophecy that has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ.

This study edition of the Holy Bible is intended to make it an Open Book for the reverent reader. It is hoped that this unique edition will truly make the Scripture plain enough so all can have an Open Bible.

The Publisher




Contributors

to the Study Aids

JEAN M. ALLEY, B.A., M.A.

Biblical Cyclopedic Index (Old Testament Word Studies), Contributing Editor

Nashville, Tennessee

KENNETH D. BOA, Ph.D., D.Phil.

Visual Survey of the Bible, Author; Introductions to the Books of the Bible, Co-Author

Director of Publications, Search Ministries

Atlanta, Georgia

†WICK BROOMALL, A.M., Th.M.

Biblical Cyclopedic Index

Minister, Presbyterian Church

Augusta, Georgia

W. A. CRISWELL, D.D., Ph.D.

The Scarlet Thread of Redemption

Pastor, First Baptist Church

Dallas, Texas

ARTHUR L. FARSTAD, Th.D.

Consulting Editor

Bible Editor

Dallas, Texas

PAUL R. FINK, Ed.S., Th.D.

The Christian’s Guide to the New Life, Contributing Editor

Professor of Pastoral Ministries, Liberty Baptist College

Lynchburg, Virginia

DONALD E. HOKE, D.D.

How to Study the Bible

Pastor, Cedar Springs Presbyterian Church

Knoxville, Tennessee

GEORGE KNIGHT, B.A., B.D., Th.M.

Visual Bible Study Aids, Editor

Nashville, Tennessee

†R. G. LEE, LL.D., Ph.D.

A Guide to Christian Workers

Pastor-Evangelist

Nashville, Tennessee

MYLES LORENZEN, Th.M.

Visual Survey of the Bible, Contributor

Co-Pastor, Fellowship Bible Church

Roswell, Georgia

† Deceased

JIM BILL McINTEER, B.A.

Harmony of the Gospels

Minister, West End Church of Christ

Nashville, Tennessee

JOSEPH B. SNIDER, B.A., Th.M.

The Christian’s Guide to the New Life, Contributing Editor

Indianapolis, Indiana

JEFFREY T. TUCKER, B.A., M.Div., M.A., Ph.D.

Biblical Cyclopedic Index (New Testament Word Studies), Contributing Editor

Nashville, Tennessee

†MERRILL F. UNGER, Th.D., Ph.D.

The Greatest Archaeological Discoveries

Professor Emeritus, Dallas Theological Seminary

Dallas, Texas

C. M. WARD, D.D.

A Guide to Christian Workers

Assemblies of God Radio Evangelist

Santa Cruz, California

WILLIAM WHITE, Ph.D.

The Greatest Archaeological Discoveries

Consulting Editor

Warrington, Pennsylvania

BRUCE H. WILKINSON, Th.M.

Outlines to the Books of the Bible, Author; Introductions to the Books of the Bible, Co-Author and Executive Editor

Founder and President, Walk Thru the Bible

Ministries

Atlanta, Georgia

NEAL D. WILLIAMS, Th.D.

The Christian’s Guide to the New Life, Contributing Editor

Assistant Professor of Biblical Studies, Liberty Baptist College

Lynchburg, Virginia

HAROLD L. WILLMINGTON, D.Min.

The Christian’s Guide to the New Life, Executive Editor

Vice President, Liberty Baptist College

Lynchburg, Virginia

Books of the Old and New Testaments and Their Abbreviations




Books of the Old and New Testaments

Alphabetically


Book • O.T. or N.T.

Acts • N.T.

Amos • O.T.

1 Chronicles • O.T.

2 Chronicles • O.T.

Colossians • N.T.

1 Corinthians • N.T.

2 Corinthians • N.T.

Daniel • O.T.

Deuteronomy • O.T.

Ecclesiastes • O.T.

Ephesians • N.T.

Esther • O.T.

Exodus • O.T.

Ezekiel • O.T.

Ezra • O.T.

Galatians • N.T.

Genesis • O.T.

Habakkuk • O.T.

Haggai • O.T.

Hebrews • N.T.

Hosea • O.T.

Isaiah • O.T.

James • N.T.

Jeremiah • O.T.

Job • O.T.

Joel • O.T.

John • N.T.

1 John • N.T.

2 John • N.T.

3 John • N.T.

Jonah • O.T.

Joshua • O.T.

Jude • N.T.

Judges • O.T.

1 Kings • O.T.

2 Kings • O.T.

Lamentations • O.T.

Leviticus • O.T.

Luke • N.T.

Malachi • O.T.

Mark • N.T.

Matthew • N.T.

Micah • O.T.

Nahum • O.T.

Nehemiah • O.T.

Numbers • O.T.

Obadiah • O.T.

1 Peter • N.T.

2 Peter • N.T.

Philemon • N.T.

Philippians • N.T.

Proverbs • O.T.

Psalms • O.T.

Revelation • N.T.

Romans • N.T.

Ruth • O.T.

1 Samuel • O.T.

2 Samuel • O.T.

Song of Solomon • O.T.

1 Thessalonians • N.T.

2 Thessalonians • N.T.

1 Timothy • N.T.

2 Timothy • N.T.

Titus • N.T.

Zechariah • O.T.

Zephaniah • O.T.


In Sequence


Book • Abbr.

Genesis • Gen.

Exodus • Ex.

Leviticus • Lev.

Numbers • Num.

Deuteronomy • Deut.

Joshua • Josh.

Judges • Judg.

Ruth • Ruth

1 Samuel • 1 Sam.

2 Samuel • 2 Sam.

1 Kings • 1 Kin.

2 Kings • 2 Kin.

1 Chronicles • 1 Chr.

2 Chronicles • 2 Chr.

Ezra • Ezra

Nehemiah • Neh.

Esther • Esth.

Job • Job

Psalms • Ps.

Proverbs • Prov.

Ecclesiastes • Eccl.

Song of Solomon • Song

Isaiah • Is.

Jeremiah • Jer.

Lamentations • Lam.

Ezekiel • Ezek.

Daniel • Dan.

Hosea • Hos.

Joel • Joel

Amos • Amos

Obadiah • Obad.

Jonah • Jon.

Micah • Mic.

Nahum • Nah.

Habakkuk • Hab.

Zephaniah • Zeph.

Haggai • Hag.

Zechariah • Zech.

Malachi • Mal.

Matthew • Matt.

Mark • Mark

Luke • Luke

John • John

Acts • Acts

Romans • Rom.

1 Corinthians • 1 Cor.

2 Corinthians • 2 Cor.

Galatians • Gal.

Ephesians • Eph.

Philippians • Phil.

Colossians • Col.

1 Thessalonians • 1 Thess.

2 Thessalonians • 2 Thess.

1 Timothy • 1 Tim.

2 Timothy • 2 Tim.

Titus • Titus

Philemon • Philem.

Hebrews • Heb.

James • James

1 Peter • 1 Pet.

2 Peter • 2 Pet.

1 John • 1 John

2 John • 2 John

3 John • 3 John

Jude • Jude

Revelation • Rev.





Contents

of The Open Bible®




I. Text

Books of the Old and New Testaments

Foreword

Preface

Special Abbreviations

How to Use The Open Bible®

Explanation of Format

Old Testament Text

New Testament Text






II. Bible Study Helps

How to Study the Bible

The Christian’s Guide to the New Life

Biblical Cyclopedic Index

Read Your Bible Through in a Year

Visual Survey of the Bible

Harmony of the Gospels

Teachings and Illustrations of Christ

Prophecies of the Messiah Fulfilled in Jesus Christ

The Parables of Jesus Christ

The Miracles of Jesus Christ

The Laws of the Bible

The Scarlet Thread of Redemption

A Guide to Christian Workers

Concordance






III. Biblical Information

Contributors to Study Aids

Monies, Weights, and Measures

Jewish Feasts

The Jewish Calendar

Between the Testaments

The Apocrypha

The Greatest Archaeological Discoveries

Prayers of the Bible

Bible Land Maps






OLD TESTAMENT

Genesis

Exodus

Leviticus

Numbers

Deuteronomy

Joshua

Judges

Ruth

1 Samuel

2 Samuel

1 Kings

2 Kings

1 Chronicles

2 Chronicles

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

Job

Psalms

Proverbs

Ecclesiastes

Song of Solomon

Isaiah

Jeremiah

Lamentations

Ezekiel

Daniel

Hosea

Joel

Amos

Obadiah

Jonah

Micah

Nahum

Habakkuk

Zephaniah

Haggai

Zechariah

Malachi






Genesis

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24

Chapter 25

Chapter 26

Chapter 27

Chapter 28

Chapter 29

Chapter 30

Chapter 31

Chapter 32

Chapter 33

Chapter 34

Chapter 35

Chapter 36

Chapter 37

Chapter 38

Chapter 39

Chapter 40

Chapter 41

Chapter 42

Chapter 43

Chapter 44

Chapter 45

Chapter 46

Chapter 47

Chapter 48

Chapter 49

Chapter 50






Exodus

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24

Chapter 25

Chapter 26

Chapter 27

Chapter 28

Chapter 29

Chapter 30

Chapter 31

Chapter 32

Chapter 33

Chapter 34

Chapter 35

Chapter 36

Chapter 37

Chapter 38

Chapter 39

Chapter 40






Leviticus

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24

Chapter 25

Chapter 26

Chapter 27






Numbers

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24

Chapter 25

Chapter 26

Chapter 27

Chapter 28

Chapter 29

Chapter 30

Chapter 31

Chapter 32

Chapter 33

Chapter 34

Chapter 35

Chapter 36






Deuteronomy

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24

Chapter 25

Chapter 26

Chapter 27

Chapter 28

Chapter 29

Chapter 30

Chapter 31

Chapter 32

Chapter 33

Chapter 34






Joshua

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24






Judges

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21






Ruth

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4






1 Samuel

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24

Chapter 25

Chapter 26

Chapter 27

Chapter 28

Chapter 29

Chapter 30

Chapter 31






2 Samuel

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24






1 Kings

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22




2 Kings

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24

Chapter 25






1 Chronicles

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24

Chapter 25

Chapter 26

Chapter 27

Chapter 28

Chapter 29






2 Chronicles

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24

Chapter 25

Chapter 26

Chapter 27

Chapter 28

Chapter 29

Chapter 30

Chapter 31

Chapter 32

Chapter 33

Chapter 34

Chapter 35

Chapter 36






Ezra

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10






Nehemiah

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13






Esther

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10






Job

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24

Chapter 25

Chapter 26

Chapter 27

Chapter 28

Chapter 29

Chapter 30

Chapter 31

Chapter 32

Chapter 33

Chapter 34

Chapter 35

Chapter 36

Chapter 37

Chapter 38

Chapter 39

Chapter 40

Chapter 41

Chapter 42






Psalms

Introduction

Psalm 1

Psalm 2

Psalm 3

Psalm 4

Psalm 5

Psalm 6

Psalm 7

Psalm 8

Psalm 9

Psalm 10

Psalm 11

Psalm 12

Psalm 13

Psalm 14

Psalm 15

Psalm 16

Psalm 17

Psalm 18

Psalm 19

Psalm 20

Psalm 21

Psalm 22

Psalm 23

Psalm 24

Psalm 25

Psalm 26

Psalm 27

Psalm 28

Psalm 29

Psalm 30

Psalm 31

Psalm 32

Psalm 33

Psalm 34

Psalm 35

Psalm 36

Psalm 37

Psalm 38

Psalm 39

Psalm 40

Psalm 41

Psalm 42

Psalm 43

Psalm 44

Psalm 45

Psalm 46

Psalm 47

Psalm 48

Psalm 49

Psalm 50

Psalm 51

Psalm 52

Psalm 53

Psalm 54

Psalm 55

Psalm 56

Psalm 57

Psalm 58

Psalm 59

Psalm 60

Psalm 61

Psalm 62

Psalm 63

Psalm 64

Psalm 65

Psalm 66

Psalm 67

Psalm 68

Psalm 69

Psalm 70

Psalm 71

Psalm 72

Psalm 73

Psalm 74

Psalm 75

Psalm 76

Psalm 77

Psalm 78

Psalm 79

Psalm 80

Psalm 81

Psalm 82

Psalm 83

Psalm 84

Psalm 85

Psalm 86

Psalm 87

Psalm 88

Psalm 89

Psalm 90

Psalm 91

Psalm 92

Psalm 93

Psalm 94

Psalm 95

Psalm 96

Psalm 97

Psalm 98

Psalm 99

Psalm 100

Psalm 101

Psalm 102

Psalm 103

Psalm 104

Psalm 105

Psalm 106

Psalm 107

Psalm 108

Psalm 109

Psalm 110

Psalm 111

Psalm 112

Psalm 113

Psalm 114

Psalm 115

Psalm 116

Psalm 117

Psalm 118

Psalm 119

Psalm 120

Psalm 121

Psalm 122

Psalm 123

Psalm 124

Psalm 125

Psalm 126

Psalm 127

Psalm 128

Psalm 129

Psalm 130

Psalm 131

Psalm 132

Psalm 133

Psalm 134

Psalm 135

Psalm 136

Psalm 137

Psalm 138

Psalm 139

Psalm 140

Psalm 141

Psalm 142

Psalm 143

Psalm 144

Psalm 145

Psalm 146

Psalm 147

Psalm 148

Psalm 149

Psalm 150






Proverbs

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24

Chapter 25

Chapter 26

Chapter 27

Chapter 28

Chapter 29

Chapter 30

Chapter 31






Ecclesiastes

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12






Song of Solomon

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8






Isaiah

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24

Chapter 25

Chapter 26

Chapter 27

Chapter 28

Chapter 29

Chapter 30

Chapter 31

Chapter 32

Chapter 33

Chapter 34

Chapter 35

Chapter 36

Chapter 37

Chapter 38

Chapter 39

Chapter 40

Chapter 41

Chapter 42

Chapter 43

Chapter 44

Chapter 45

Chapter 46

Chapter 47

Chapter 48

Chapter 49

Chapter 50

Chapter 51

Chapter 52

Chapter 53

Chapter 54

Chapter 55

Chapter 56

Chapter 57

Chapter 58

Chapter 59

Chapter 60

Chapter 61

Chapter 62

Chapter 63

Chapter 64

Chapter 65

Chapter 66






Jeremiah

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24

Chapter 25

Chapter 26

Chapter 27

Chapter 28

Chapter 29

Chapter 30

Chapter 31

Chapter 32

Chapter 33

Chapter 34

Chapter 35

Chapter 36

Chapter 37

Chapter 38

Chapter 39

Chapter 40

Chapter 41

Chapter 42

Chapter 43

Chapter 44

Chapter 45

Chapter 46

Chapter 47

Chapter 48

Chapter 49

Chapter 50

Chapter 51

Chapter 52






Lamentations

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5






Ezekiel

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24

Chapter 25

Chapter 26

Chapter 27

Chapter 28

Chapter 29

Chapter 30

Chapter 31

Chapter 32

Chapter 33

Chapter 34

Chapter 35

Chapter 36

Chapter 37

Chapter 38

Chapter 39

Chapter 40

Chapter 41

Chapter 42

Chapter 43

Chapter 44

Chapter 45

Chapter 46

Chapter 47

Chapter 48






Daniel

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12






Hosea

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14






Joel

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3






Amos

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9






Obadiah

Introduction

Chapter 1






Jonah

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4






Micah

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7






Nahum

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3






Habakkuk

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3






Zephaniah

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3






Haggai

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2






Zechariah

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14






Malachi

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4






NEW TESTAMENT

Matthew

Mark

Luke

John

Acts

Romans

1 Corinthians

2 Corinthians

Galatians

Ephesians

Philippians

Colossians

1 Thessalonians

2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy

2 Timothy

Titus

Philemon

Hebrews

James

1 Peter

2 Peter

1 John

2 John

3 John

Jude

Revelation






Matthew

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24

Chapter 25

Chapter 26

Chapter 27

Chapter 28






Mark

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16






Luke

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24






John

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21






Acts

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24

Chapter 25

Chapter 26

Chapter 27

Chapter 28






Romans

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16






1 Corinthians

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16






2 Corinthians

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13






Galatians

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6






Ephesians

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6






Philippians

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4






Colossians

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4






1 Thessalonians

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5






2 Thessalonians

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3






1 Timothy

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6






2 Timothy

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4






Titus

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3






Philemon

Introduction

Chapter 1






Hebrews

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13






James

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5






1 Peter

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5






2 Peter

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3






1 John

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5






2 John

Introduction

Chapter 1






3 John

Introduction

Chapter 1






Jude

Introduction

Chapter 1






Revelation

Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22






Foreword

For the past several centuries English-speaking peoples have cherished the King James Version of the Bible. This love does not come from a desire to preserve a tradition for tradition’s sake. Rather, the opposite is true: the King James Version has become a tradition because it is loved for its scholarship, literary form, and devotional quality.

During its long history the translation has been revised in accordance with changes in English speech and our growing knowledge of the original text of the Scriptures. Previous major revisions were prepared in 1629, 1638, 1762, and 1769. It is our hope that the present volume, the fifth major revision of the King James Version, will preserve for our own period of history the most revered Bible of the English-speaking world.

The King James Version

In the summer of 1603, when King James was on his way to London to receive the English crown, he was presented with a petition of grievances by clergy holding Puritan convictions, which led the king to call a conference “for hearing and for the determining of things pretended to be amiss in the church.” This conference was convened for three days, January 14–16, 1604, and was known as the Hampton Court Conference. During his conference Dr. John Rainolds, the leader of the Puritan party and the president of Corpus Christi College, Oxford, made the motion that a new translation of the Bible be undertaken. Though the majority present were against the motion, it appealed to the king, and he ordered that such a translation be undertaken. Fifty-four of the best biblical scholars in Great Britain were brought together for this great task, divided into six groups—three to work on a translation of the Old Testament and three on the New Testament. Two groups for the Old and New Testaments were to meet at Oxford, two at Cambridge, and two at Westminster.

The result of this action was an English translation which bore the following title: The Holy Bible, Conteyning the Old Testament, and the New, Newly Translated out of the Original tongues: & with the former Translations diligently compared and revised: by his Majesties special Comandement. Appointed to be read in Churches. Imprinted at London by Robert Barker, Printer to the Kings most excellent Majestie. Anno Dom. 1611. While this version is called “the Authorized Version, ” no act of Parliament was ever passed approving it. King James vigorously promoted such an undertaking, but there was no subsequent official act. Nevertheless, the work soon made its own way to a position of leading acceptance among clergy and laity. It was to hold that position for over three centuries.

A New King James Version

In the latter part of the nineteenth century, F. H. A. Scrivener observed that the King James Bible, “… so laborious, so generally accurate, so close, so abhorrent of paraphrase, so grave and weighty in word and rhythm, so intimately bound up with the religious convictions of the English people, will never yield its hard earned supremacy, save to some reverential and well-considered revision of which it has been adapted as the basis, that shall be happy enough to retain its characteristic excellence, while amending its venial [trifling] errors and supplying its unavoidable defect.”

The versions of 1881, 1901, and 1952 had used a New Testament Greek text that differed considerably from the traditional text and from the great majority of biblical manuscripts. There was growing concern among large segments of the Christian community that there was insufficient reason for many of these differences.

In 1975 Thomas Nelson Publishers, successor to the British firm that had first published the English Revised Version (1885), the American Standard Version (1901), and the Revised Standard Version (1952), determined to evaluate interest in a possible new revision. Such a revision would retain the traditional text while taking account of variant readings in footnotes.

Because any revision of the Scriptures must meet the needs of public worship, Christian education and personal reading and study, leading clergymen and lay Christians were invited to meetings in Chicago, Illinois, and Nashville, Tennessee, in 1975, and in London, England, in 1976, to discuss the need for revision. Almost one hundred church leaders from a broad spectrum of Christian churches gave strong endorsement to a new revision.

Biblical scholars representing a broad cross section of evangelical Christendom were selected to work on this major project. They came from Canada, England, Scotland, New Zealand, Australia, the Netherlands, and Taiwan, as well as from the United States, so that the New King James Version would reflect internationally accepted English usage.

Each translator worked privately and recommended changes in the King James text. In the translator’s work he used the Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (for the Old Testament) or the Scrivener Greek Text (for the New Testament) and a copy of the 1611 King James Version as revise3d in 1769 (the edition in general use today). His work was then submitted to the executive editor for the Old or New Testament. An elaborate concordance and word studies of the English, Greek, and Hebrew were prepared especially for this revision by the executive editors and their associates. In addition, using the original texts, the King James Bible, and the guidelines, the executive editor for the Old or New Testament carefully reviewed each scholar’s work. Where necessary, they made recommendations for further changes or, in some cases, for restoration of the King James reading.

Each book was then submitted to the English editor to be checked for grammatical accuracy, literary beauty, and the effective communication of the content.

Throughout the entire editing process, the work was regularly reviewed by the clergy and lay advisors who served on the British and North American Overview Committees.

The final exhaustive review process was carried out by a separate Executive Review Committee for each Testament over a period of four years.

All suggested changes were collated by the executive editors. Copies of each book showing all suggested changes were then reviewed in extensive study sessions by the entire Executive Review Committee for each Testament.

The review process was completed in July 1981, at St. Andrews University in northeast Scotland, not far from King James’s residence, historic Stirling Castle. During part of this time the North American Committee was joined in its activity by the distinguished members of the British Overview Committee. AS in the older version of the King James Bible words added to the English text for purposes of clarity, which were not in the original Hebrew or Greek, were indicated to be shown in italics. This work was carried out by the Old and New Testament executive editors. Subject headings were developed jointly by the executive editors and the English editor.

The New King James Version was thus prepared with profound reverence for the Word of God and with deep appreciation of the wise traditions established by the translators of 1611. It was the prayer of the current revisers that the work in which they labored indeed be, as Dr. Scrivener had said years before, a “reverential and well-considered revision … retaining the characteristic excellencies” of the King James Bible.’




Preface

Purpose

In the preface to the 1611 edition, the translators of the Authorized Version, known popularly as the King James Bible, state that it was not their purpose “to make a new translation … but to make a good one better.” Indebted to the earlier work of William Tyndale and others, they saw their best contribution to consist in revising and enhancing the excellence of the English versions which had sprung from the Reformation of the sixteenth century. In harmony with the purpose of the King James scholars, the translators and editors of the present work have not pursued a goal of innovation. They have perceived the Holy Bible, New King James Version, as a continuation of the labors of the earlier translators, thus unlocking for today’s readers the spiritual treasures found especially in the Authorized Version of the Holy Scriptures.

A Living Legacy

For nearly four hundred years, and throughout several revisions of its English form, the King James Bible has been deeply revered among the English-speaking peoples of the world. The precision of translation for which it is historically renowned, and its majesty of style, have enabled that monumental version of the Word of God to become the mainspring of the religion, language, and legal foundations of our civilization.

Although the Elizabethan period and our own era share in zeal for technical advance, the former period was more aggressively devoted to classical learning. Along with this awakened concern for the classics came a flourishing companion interest in the Scriptures, an interest that was enlivened by the conviction that the manuscripts were providentially handed down and were a trustworthy record of the inspired Word of God. The King James translators were committed to producing an English Bible that would be a precise translation, and by no means a paraphrase or a broadly approximate rendering. On the one hand, the scholars were almost as familiar with the original languages of the Bible as with their native English. On the other hand, their reverence for the divine Author and His Word assured a translation of the Scriptures in which only a principle of utmost accuracy could be accepted.

In 1786 Catholic scholar Alexander Geddes said of the King James Bible, “If accuracy and strictest attention to the letter of the text be supposed to constitute an excellent version, this is of all versions the most excellent.” George Bernard Shaw became a literary legend in our century because of his severe and often humorous criticisms of our most cherished values. Surprisingly, however, Shaw pays the following tribute to the scholars commissioned by King James: “The translation was extraordinarily well done because to the translators what they were translating was not merely a curious collection of ancient books written by different authors in different stages of culture, but the Word of God divinely revealed through His chosen and expressly inspired scribes. In this conviction they carried out their work with boundless reverence and care and achieved a beautifully artistic result.” History agrees with these estimates. Therefore, while seeking to unveil the excellent form of the traditional English Bible, special care has also been taken in the present edition to preserve the work of precision which is the legacy of the 1611 translators.

Complete Equivalence in Translation

Where new translation has been necessary in the New King James Version, the most complete representation of the original has been rendered by considering the history of usage and etymology of words in their contexts. This principle of complete equivalence seeks to preserve all of the information in the text, while presenting it in good literary form. Dynamic equivalence, a recent procedure in Bible translation, commonly results in paraphrasing where a more literal rendering is needed to reflect a specific and vital sense. For example, complete equivalence truly renders the original text in expressions such as “lifted her voice and wept” (Gen. 21:16); “I gave you cleanness of teeth” (Amos 4:6); “Jesus met them, saying, ‘Rejoice!’” (Matt. 28:9); and “Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me?” (John 2:4). Complete equivalence translates fully, in order to provide an English text that is both accurate and readable.

In keeping with the principle of complete equivalence, it is the policy to translate interjections which are commonly omitted in modern language renderings of the Bible. As an example, the interjection behold, in the older King James editions, continues to have a place in English usage, especially in dramatically calling attention to a spectacular scene, or an event of profound importance such as the Immanuel prophecy of Isaiah 7:14. Consequently, behold is retained for these occasions in the present edition. However, the Hebrew and Greek originals for this word can be translated variously, depending on the circumstances in the passage. Therefore, in addition to behold, words such as indeed, look, see, and surely are also rendered to convey the appropriate sense suggested by the context in each case.

In faithfulness to God and to our readers, it was deemed appropriate that all participating scholars sign a statement affirming their belief in the verbal and plenary inspiration of Scripture, and in the inerrancy of the original autographs.

Devotional Quality

The King James scholars readily appreciated the intrinsic beauty of divine revelation. They accordingly disciplined their talents to render well-chosen English words of their time, as well as a graceful, often musical arrangement of language, which has stirred the hearts of Bible readers through the years. The translators, the committees, and the editors of the present edition, while sensitive to the late-twentieth-century English idiom, and while adhering faithfully to the Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek texts, have sought to maintain those lyrical and devotional qualities that are so highly regarded in the Authorized Version. This devotional quality is especially apparent in the poetic and prophetic books, although even the relatively plain style of the Gospels and Epistles cannot strictly be likened, as sometimes suggested, to modern newspaper style. The Koine Greek of the New Testament is influenced by the Hebrew background of the writers, for whom even the gospel narratives were not merely flat utterance, but often song in various degrees of rhythm.

The Style

Students of the Bible applaud the timeless devotional character of our historic Bible. Yet it is also universally understood that our language, like all living languages, has undergone profound change since 1611. Subsequent revisions of the King James Bible have sought to keep abreast of changes in English speech. The pres-ent work is a further step toward this objective. Where obsolescence and other reading difficulties exist, present-day vocabulary, punctuation, and grammar have been carefully integrated. Words representing ancient objects, such as chariot and phylactery, have no modern substitutes and are therefore retained.

A special feature of the New King James Version is its conformity to the thought flow of the 1611 Bible. The reader discovers that the sequence and selection of words, phrases, and clauses of the new edition, while much clearer, are so close to the traditional that there is remarkable ease in listening to the reading of either edition while following with the other.

In the discipline of translating biblical and other ancient languages, a standard method of transliteration, that is, the English spelling of untranslated words, such as names of persons and places, has never been commonly adopted. In keeping with the design of the present work, the King James spelling of untranslated words is retained, although made uniform throughout. For example, instead of the spellings Isaiah and Elijah in the Old Testament, and Esaias and Elias in the New Testament, Isaiah and Elijah now appear in both Testaments.

King James doctrinal and theological terms, for example, propitiation, justification, and sanctification, are generally familiar to English-speaking peoples. Such terms have been retained except where the original language indicates need for a more precise translation.

Readers of the Authorized Version will immediately be struck by the absence of several pronouns: thee, thou, and ye are replaced by the simple you, while your and yours are substituted for thy and thine as applicable. Thee, thou, thy, and thine were once forms of address to express a special relationship to human as well as divine persons. These pronouns are no longer part of our language. However, reverence for God in the present work is preserved by capitalizing pronouns, including You, Your, and Yours, which refer to Him. Additionally, capitalization of these pronouns benefits the reader by clearly distinguishing divine and human persons referred to in a passage. Without such capitalization the distinction is often obscure, because the antecedent of a pronoun is not always clear in the English translation.

In addition to the pronoun usages of the seventeenth century, the -eth and -est verb endings, so familiar in the earlier King James editions, are now obsolete. Unless a speaker is schooled in these verb endings, there is common difficulty in selecting the correct form to be used with a given subject of the verb in vocal prayer. That is, should we use love, loveth, or lovest? do, doeth, doest, or dost? have, hath, or hast? Because these forms are obsolete, contemporary English usage has been substituted for the previous verb endings.

In older editions of the King James Version, the frequency of the connective and far exceeded the limits of present English usage. Also, biblical linguists agree that the Hebrew and Greek original words for this conjunction may commonly be translated otherwise, depending on the immediate context. Therefore, instead of and, alternatives such as also, but, however, now, so, then, and thus are accordingly rendered in the present edition, when the original language permits.

The real character of the Authorized Version does not reside in its archaic pronouns or verbs or other grammatical forms of the seventeenth century, but rather in the care taken by its scholars to impart the letter and spirit of the original text in a majestic and reverent style.

The Old Testament Text

The Hebrew Bible has come down to us through the scrupulous care of ancient scribes who copied the original text in successive generations. By the sixth century A.D. the scribes were succeeded by a group known as the Masoretes, who continued to preserve the sacred Scriptures for another five hundred years in a form known as the Masoretic Text. Babylonia, Palestine, and Tiberias were the main centers of Masoretic activity; but by the tenth century A.D. the Masoretes of Tiberias, led by the family of ben Asher, gained the ascendancy. Through subsequent editions, the ben Asher text became in the twelfth century the only recognized form of the Hebrew Scriptures.

Daniel Bomberg printed the first Rabbinic Bible in 1516–17; that work was followed in 1524–25 by a second edition prepared by Jacob ben Chayyim and also published by Bomberg. The text of ben Chayyim was adopted in most subsequent Hebrew Bibles, including those used by the King James translators. The ben Chayyim text was also used for the first two editions of Rudolph Kittel’s Biblia Hebraica of 1906 and 1912. In 1937 Paul Kahle published a third edition of Biblia Hebraica. This edition was based on the oldest dated manuscript of the ben Asher text, the Leningrad Manuscript B19a (A.D. 1008), which Kahle regarded as superior to that used by ben Chayyim.

For the New King James Version the text used was the 1967/1977 Stuttgart edition of the Biblia Hebraica, with frequent comparisons being made with the Bomberg edition of 1524–25. The Septuagint (Greek) Version of the Old Testament and the Latin Vulgate also were consulted. In addition to referring to a variety of ancient versions of the Hebrew Scriptures, the New King James Version draws on the resources of relevant manuscripts from the Dead Sea caves. In the few places where the Hebrew was so obscure that the 1611 King James was compelled to follow one of the versions, but where information is now available to resolve the problems, the New King James Version follows the Hebrew text. Significant variations are recorded in the textual footnotes at the end of text pages.

The New Testament Text

There is more manuscript support for the New Testament than for any other body of ancient literature. Over five thousand Greek, eight thousand Latin, and many more manuscripts in other languages attest the integrity of the New Testament. There is only one basic New Testament used by Protestants, Roman Catholics, and Orthodox, by conservatives and liberals. Minor variations in hand copying have appeared through the centuries, before mechanical printing began about A.D. 1450.

Some variations exist in the spelling of Greek words, in word order, and in similar details. These ordinarily do not show up in translation and do not affect the sense of the text in any way.

Other manuscript differences such as omission or inclusion of a word or a clause, and two paragraphs in the Gospels, should not overshadow the overwhelming degree of agreement which exists among the ancient records. Bible readers may be assured that the most important differences in English New Testaments of today are due, not to manuscript divergence, but to the way in which translators view the task of translation: How literally should the text be rendered? How does the translator view the matter of biblical inspiration? Does the translator adopt a paraphrase when a literal rendering would be quite clear and more to the point? The New King James Version follows the historic precedent of the Authorized Version in maintaining a literal approach to translation, except where the idiom of the original language cannot be translated directly into our tongue.

The King James New Testament was based on the traditional text of the Greespeaking churches, first published in 1516, and later called the Textus Receptus or Received Text. Although based on the relatively few available manuscripts, these were representative of many more which existed at the time but only became known later. In the late nineteenth century, B. Westcott and F. Hort taught that this text had been officially edited by the fourth-century church, but a total lack of historical evidence for this event has forced a revision of the theory. It is now widely held that the Byzantine Text that largely supports the Textus Receptus has as much right as the Alexandrian or any other tradition to be weighed in determining the text of the New Testament.

Since the 1880s most contemporary translations of the New Testament have relied upon a relatively few manuscripts discovered chiefly in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Such translations depend primarily on two manuscripts, Codex Vaticanus and Codex Sinaiticus, because of their greater age. The Greek text obtained by using these sources and the related papyri (our most ancient manuscripts) is known as the Alexandrian Text. However, some scholars have grounds for doubting the faithfulness of Vaticanus and Sinaiticus, since they often disagree with one another, and Sinaiticus exhibits excessive omission.

A third viewpoint of New Testament scholarship holds that the best text is based on the consensus of the majority of existing Greek manuscripts. This text is called the Majority Text. Most of these manuscripts are in substantial agreement. Even though many are late, and none is earlier than the fifth century, usually their readings are verified by papyri, ancient versions, quotations from the early church fathers, or a combination of these. The Majority Text is similar to the Textus Receptus, but it corrects those readings which have little or no support in the Greek manuscript tradition.

Today, scholars agree that the science of New Testament textual criticism is in a state of flux. Very few scholars still favor the Textus Receptus as such, and then often for its historical prestige as the text of Luther, Calvin, Tyndale, and the King James Version. For about a century most have followed a Critical Text (so called because it is edited according to specific principles of textual criticism) which depends heavily upon the Alexandrian type of text. More recently many have abandoned this Critical Text (which is quite similar to the one edited by Westcott and Hort) for one that is more eclectic. Finally, a small but growing number of scholars prefer the Majority Text, which is close to the traditional text except in the Revelation.

In light of these facts, and also because the New King James Version is the fifth revision of a historic document translated from specific Greek texts, the editors decided to retain the traditional text in the body of the New Testament and to indicate major Critical and Majority Text variant readings in the textual footnotes. Although these variations are duly indicated in the textual footnotes of the present edition, it is most important to emphasize that fully eighty-five percent of the New Testament text is the same in the Textus Receptus, the Alexandrian Text, and the Majority Text.

Special Abbreviations


Arab. • Arabic

Aram. • Aramaic

Bg. • the 1524–25 edition of the Hebrew Old Testament published by Daniel Bomberg (see Preface, “The Old Testament Text”)

cf. • compare

ch., chs. • chapter, chapters

DSS • Dead Sea Scrolls

e.g. • for example

et al. • and others

etc. • and so forth

fem. • feminine

f., ff. • following verse, following verses

Gr. • Greek

Heb. • Hebrew

i.e. • that is

Kt. • Kethib (literally, in Aramaic, “written”)—the written words of the Hebrew Old Testament preserved by the Masoretes (see “Qr.”)

Lat. • Latin

lit. • literally

LXX • Septuagint—an ancient translation of the Old Testament into Greek

M • Majority Text (see Preface, “The New Testament Text”)

ms., mss. • manuscript, manuscripts

masc. • masculine

MT • Masoretic Text—the traditional Hebrew Old Testament (see Preface, “The Old Testament Text”)

NU • the most prominent modern Critical Text of the Greek New Testament, published in the twenty-sixth edition of the Nestle-Aland Greek New Testament and in the third edition of the United Bible Societies’ Greek New Testament (see Preface, “The New Testament Text”)

pl. • plural

Qr. • Qere (literally, in Aramaic, “read”)—certain words read aloud, differing from the written words, in the Masoretic tradition of the Hebrew Old Testament (see “Kt.”)

Sam. • Samaritan Pentateuch—a variant Hebrew edition of the books of Moses, used by the Samaritan community

sing. • singular

Syr. • Syriac

Tg. • Targum—an Aramaic paraphrase of the Old Testament

TR • Textus Receptus or Received Text (see Preface, “The New Testament Text”)

v., vv. • verse, verses

vss. • versions—ancient translations of the Bible

Vg. • Vulgate—an ancient translation of the Bible into Latin, translated and edited by Jerome
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ALTERNATE TRANSLATIONS are set in italic type and preceded by the word “Or”; these words are different from those in the text, but they are justified by the original languages.

ITALIC TYPE in the Bible text indicates words that are not in the original languages of Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek, but have been supplied by the translators for clarity in English.

The superior “T” and italic type in its related reference indicate an EQUIVALENT TRANSLATION, which is similar in meaning; translating the text word helps clarify the meaning.

CAPS and SMALL CAPS are used to identify places where the covenant name of God, YHWH, appears in the text (translated as “LORD” or “GOD”).

CONCEPTUAL REFERENCES are marked with a superior “R” to point out the referenced word or phrase in the text. The cross-reference in square brackets refers to a passage similar in concept.

ASTERISKS indicate important textual information. Corresponding notes are found at the foot of the right-hand text column on the same page with the related asterisk.

LITERAL TRANSLATION for a particular word or phrase in the text is denoted with a superior letter “T” and the abbreviation “Lit.” in the note.

CROSS-REFERENCES, marked with a superior letter “R, ” point out verses that will explain the referenced word or phrase.

An OUTLINE STAR and a SOLID STAR indicate messianic references. The outline star indicates a prophecy that at the time of the writing had yet to be fulfilled. The solid star identifies the fulfillment of a prophecy.

SUBJECT HEADS and PARALLEL PASSAGES have been added to assist in identifying main subjects of the text that follows and in locating other passages in Scripture that speak to the same subjects.


POETRY and OBLIQUE TYPE set apart certain portions of Bible text. Poetry is structured as contemporary verse to reflect the poetic form and beauty of the original Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek language. Oblique type in the New Testament text indicates quotations from the Old Testament.

THE CHRISTIAN’S GUIDE TO THE NEW LIFE is a point-by-point study of basic Bible doctrines that covers the material of an advanced course in systematic theology. The introduction leads you to the page of the first underlined verse. Detailed notes at the bottom of the page discuss the passage. Then they refer you to the next verses for study.




Explanation of Format

The format of this volume is designed to enhance the vividness and devotional quality of the Holy Scriptures and to assist the reader in personal study. To this end, special features have been incorporated in the text of the Bible and in special study aids on each page.

Read-Along® Study Aids

Superior R’s and T’s usually precede the referenced word or phrase in the text whereas asterisks always follow the referenced word or phrase (examples: Rglory, Tminister, king of Israel*). When space does not allow the superior letter to precede the referenced word or phrase, the superior immediately follows the referenced word or the first word of the phrase (example: RkingT).

Superior R’s indicate cross-references. These cross-references point out verses that will enhance the reader’s understanding of the referenced word or phrase in the text; they also identify Old Testament sources of New Testament quotations. A cross-reference in square brackets (example: [Deut. 12:5]) is a conceptual cross-reference; that is, it refers to a passage similar in concept to the referenced passage in the text.

A superior R can also indicate a prophecy of the Messiah. The reference at the end of the verse will be followed by an outline or solid star. The outline star indicates a prophecy that at the time of the writing had yet to be fulfilled. The solid star indicates the fulfillment of a prophecy.

Superior T’s indicate translation notes. There are four kinds of these notes:

— equivalent translations (in italic type with no introductory words; example, mercy), which are roughly similar in meaning to the translations in the text and help to clarify them;

— alternate translations (in italic type, preceded by “Or”; example: Or mercy), which are different from those in the text but are justified by the original languages;

— literal translations (in italic type, preceded by “Lit.”; example: Lit. mercy); and

— notes that explain words or phrases in the text (in roman type; example: Mercy).

Words set in in roman type in translation notes are explanatory only and are not translated from the original languages.

Asterisks are used to indicate important textual information. The corresponding note is found at the foot of the right-hand column of Bible text on the same page on which the asterisk appears. Textual notes point out significant textual variants in both the Old and New Testaments. The sources of these variant readings are identified by abbreviations listed under “Special Abbreviations”.

The notes in the present edition of the New Testament make no evaluation of readings (and so terms such as “better manuscripts” are avoided), but they do clearly indicate the sources of readings that diverge from the traditional text, whether they be from the modern eclectic or “critical” text (NU), which depends heavily upon the Alexandrian type of text, or from the Majority Text (M). (See the Preface, “The New Testament Text, ” for an explanation of these terms.) Thus, a clearly defined statement of the variants, representing all textual persuasions, is provided for the benefit of interested readers.

Subject headings indicate the main subjects of the sections of text that follow them. These headings are not found in the original Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek, but have been added to assist the reader in identifying topics and transitions in the biblical content. Whenever a parallel passage in Scripture exists, reference to that parallel is made with the subject heading.

The Text

Italic type in the text (example: God saw that it was good) indicates words that are not found in the original languages but that are needed for clarity in English.

Oblique type in the New Testament text (example: Behold, a virgin shall be with child) indicates quotations from the Old Testament.

Paragraph breaks are indicated by verse numbers in bold type (example: Genesis 1:6) or, when a paragraph begins within a verse, by indentation (example: Genesis 35:22).

Quotation marks in the text follow modern English usage. For easier reading, only the marks denoting the most recently opened quotations are repeated in a new verse.

Personal pronouns and certain nouns are capitalized when they refer to Deity.

Poetry is structured as contemporary verse to reflect the poetic form and beauty of the original language.

The covenant name of God in the Old Testament, represented by the Hebrew consonants YHWH, is translated “LORD” or “GOD” (using capital letters as shown), as it has been throughout the history of the King James Bible. In this edition the capitalized form is also used whenever the covenant name is quoted in the New Testament from a passage in the Old Testament.




How to Study the Bible

The Bible is the greatest book ever written. In it God Himself speaks to humankind. It is a book of divine instruction. It offers comfort in sorrow, guidance in perplexity, advice for our problems, rebuke for our sins, and daily inspiration for our every need.

The Bible is not simply one book. It is an entire library of books covering the whole range of literature. It includes history, poetry, drama, biography, prophecy, philosophy, science, and inspirational reading. Little wonder, then, that all or part of the Bible has been translated into more than 1,200 languages, and every year more copies of the Bible are sold than of any other single book.

The Bible alone truly answers the greatest questions that people of all ages have asked: “Where have I come from?” “Where am I going?” “Why am I here?” “How can I know the truth?” For the Bible reveals the truth about God, explains the origin of human beings, points out the only way to salvation and eternal life, and explains the age-old problem of sin and suffering.

The great theme of the Bible is the Lord Jesus Christ and His work of redemption for humankind. The Person and work of Jesus Christ are promised, prophesied, and pictured in the types and symbols of the Old Testament. In all of His truth and beauty, the Lord Jesus Christ is revealed in the Gospels; and the full meanings of His life, His death, and His resurrection are explained in the Epistles. His glorious coming again to earth in the future is unmistakably foretold in the Book of Revelation. The great purpose of the written Word of God, the Bible, is to reveal the living Word of God, the Lord Jesus Christ (read John 1:1–18).

Dr. Wilbur M. Smith relates seven great things that the study of the Bible will do for us:


1. The Bible discovers sin and convicts us of it.

2. The Bible helps cleanse us from the pollutions of sin.

3. The Bible imparts strength.

4. The Bible instructs us in what we are to do.

5. The Bible provides us with a sword for victory over sin.

6. The Bible makes our lives fruitful.

7. The Bible gives us power to pray.


You do not need a whole library of books to study the Bible. The Bible is its own best commentator and interpreter. With all of the instructive helps that you have in this new Bible, you have a whole lifetime of Bible study.

I. Personal Bible Study

A. Devotional Bible Study

The Bible is not an end in itself, but is a means to the end of knowing God and doing His will. The apostle Paul said, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). God has given us the Bible in order that we might know Him and that we might do His will here on earth.

Therefore, devotional Bible study is the most important kind of Bible study. Devotional Bible study means reading and studying the Word of God in order that we may hear God’s voice and that we may know how to do His will and to live a better Christian life.

A great scientist and medical doctor, Howard A. Kelly (Professor of Gynecology at Johns Hopkins University from 1889 through 1940), was also an avid student of the Bible. He once said: “The very best way to study the Bible is simply to read it daily with close attention and with prayer to see the light that shines from its pages, to meditate upon it, and to continue to read it until somehow it works itself, its words, its expressions, its teachings, its habits of thought, and its presentation of God and His Christ into the very warp and woof of one’s being.”

For your devotional reading and study of the Bible, here are several important, practical suggestions:


1. Begin your Bible reading with prayer (Ps. 119:18; John 16:13, 14, 15).

2. Take brief notes on what you read. Keep a small notebook for your Bible study (see number 4 below).

3. Read slowly through one chapter, or perhaps two or three chapters, or perhaps just one paragraph at a time. After reading, ask yourself what this passage means. Then reread it.

4. It is often very helpful in finding out the true meaning of a chapter or passage to ask yourself the following questions, then write the answers in your notebook:

a. What is the main subject of this passage?

b. Who are the persons revealed in this passage: Who is speaking? About whom is he speaking? Who is acting?

c. What is the key verse of this passage?

d. What does this passage teach me about the Lord Jesus Christ?

e. Does this passage portray any sin for me to confess and forsake?

f. Does this passage contain any command for me to obey?

g. Is there any promise for me to claim?

h. Is there any instruction for me to follow?

Not all of these questions may be answered in every passage.

5. Keep a spiritual diary. Either in your Bible study notebook mentioned above (number 2), or in a separate notebook entitled, “My Spiritual Diary, ” write down daily what God says to you through the Bible. Write down the sins that you confess or the commands you should obey.

6. Memorize passages of the Word of God. No one is ever too old to memorize the Word of God. Write verses on cards with the reference on one side and the verse on the other. Carry these cards with you and review them while you’re waiting on a train, standing in lunch line, and so on.

Other persons prefer to memorize whole passages or chapters of the Bible. A small pocket Bible will help you to review these passages when you have spare moments. One of the best ways is to spend a few minutes every night before going to sleep, in order that your subconscious mind may help you fix these passages of God’s Word in your mind while you’re asleep (Ps. 119:11).

To meditate means “to reflect, to ponder, to consider, to dwell in thought.” Through meditation the Word of God will become meaningful and real to you, and the Holy Spirit will use this time to apply the Word of God to your own life and its problems.

7. Obey the Word of God. As Paul said to Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:16: “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” The Bible has been given to us that we may live a holy life, well-pleasing to God. Therefore God says, “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only” (James 1:22).

8. The Navigators, a group of men banded together just before World War II to encourage Bible study among Christian servicemen, developed a splendid plan for a personal, devotional study.


a. After prayer, first read the Bible passage slowly and silently; then read it again aloud.

b. In a large notebook divide the paper into columns and head each column as follows: Chapter title, Key verse, Significant truth, Cross-references, Difficulties in this passage (personal or possible), Application to me, and Summary or outline of the passage. In each of these columns, write the information desired.

Do not try to adopt all of these methods at once, but start out slowly, selecting those methods and suggestions that appeal to you. You will find, as millions of others have before you, that the more you read and study the Word of God, the more you’ll want to read it. Therefore, the following suggestions of Bible study are made for those who wish to make a more intensive study of the Bible truths.

B. Study for Bible Knowledge

There are many valuable methods of Bible study. One may study the Bible, as if with a telescope, to see the great truths that stand out in every book. Or one may study the Bible as if with a microscope to find all of the marvelous details that are in this mine of spiritual riches. In this section there are several proven methods with which a person may conduct more intensive Bible study. The most important thing is to follow faithfully some systematic method of Bible study.

Bible Study by Chapters. In the Bible there are 1,189 chapters in the Old and New Testaments. In a little over three years, a person could make an intensive study of the whole Bible, taking a chapter a day. It is usually a good practice to start your Bible study in the New Testament.


1. Read through the chapter carefully, seeking to find its main subject or subjects.

2. As you read each chapter, give it a title that suggests its main content. If you are reading the Gospel of John, for example, you might give each chapter titles like this:

ch. 1 “Jesus Christ, the Word of God”

ch. 2 “The Wedding at Cana”

ch. 3 “The New Birth”

ch. 4 “The Woman at the Well”

ch. 5 “The Healing of the Man at the Pool of Bethesda”

ch. 6 “The Feeding of the 5,000”

3. Reread the chapter and make a simple outline, including its main thoughts. For example, for John 1, you might make an outline like this:

“Jesus Christ, the Word of God”:

a. Jesus Christ was the eternal Word of God, 1–9.

b. Jesus Christ came into the world, 10–18.

c. John witnesses that Christ is to come, 19–28.

d. John says that Jesus is the Lamb of God, 29–37.

e. Jesus Christ calls His first disciples, 38–51.

4. Concerning each chapter, ask and answer the questions suggested in item number 4 of devotional Bible study hints above. Especially take note of any practical or theological problems in this chapter. Then, using your concordance, look up the key words in those verses and find out what other portions of the Bible say about this question or problem. Compare Scripture with Scripture to find its true meaning. Usually, to understand a Bible chapter, you must study it together with the preceding or following chapters.


Bible Study by Paragraphs. A paragraph is several sentences of thought in writing. When an author changes the subject of emphasis in writing, he usually begins a new paragraph. The beginning of a paragraph in this Bible is indicated by a boldface verse number. Studying the Bible by paragraphs like this is often called analytic Bible study.


1. Read the paragraph carefully for its main thought or subject.

2. In order to find the relation of the important words and sentences in this paragraph, it is often helpful to rewrite the text. For example, if you were going to study the paragraph on prayer in the Sermon on the Mount found in Matthew 6:5–8, you could rewrite this text:

“And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.

“But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.

“And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words.

“Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him.”

3. From the text you’ve now rewritten so that you can see the relationship of the various parts of the paragraph, it is easy to make a simple outline. For example, using Matthew 6:5–15, your outline of this passage would be something like this:

“Jesus Teaches Us How to Pray”—Matthew 6:5–15.

a. How not to pray Matthew 6:5, 7, 8.

(1) Hypocritically in public, 6:5.

(2) With useless repetition, 6:7, 8.

b. How to pray: Matthew 6:6, 9–13.

(1) In private to your heavenly Father, 6:6.

(2) Following the pattern of Jesus’ model prayer, 6:9–13.

4. It is helpful also to look up in the concordance important words that occur in this paragraph, for example, the words “hypocrites” and “heathen.” By comparing other passages of the Bible that teach about prayer, you’ll be kept from making any mistakes concerning the true nature, conditions, and results of prayer according to the will of God.


Bible Study by Verses. In studying the historical passages of the Bible, such as most of the Old Testament or parts of the Gospels, each verse may have only one simple meaning.

But many verses in both the Old and New Testaments are rich with many great Bible truths that will demand more detailed study. There are many ways for you to study a single Bible verse.


1. Study it by the verbs in the verse. For example, if you were studying John 3:16 you would find the following verbs: “loved … gave … should not perish … have …”

You could make a comparative list like this:

God loved … Humankind believes

God gave … Humankind shall not perish

… Humankind has everlasting life.

Or simply take the nouns in this wonderful verse: “God … world … only begotten Son … whoever … everlasting life.”

2. Study a verse through the personalities revealed. For example, once again taking John 3:16, these very simple but significant points are brought to light: “God … only begotten Son … whoever … Him.

3. Study a verse by looking for the great ideas revealed in it. Let us look again at John 3:16 as our example. We might title this verse, “The greatest verse in the Bible.” The following ideas are found in it:

“God”—the greatest Person

“so loved”—the greatest devotion

“the world”—the greatest number

“He gave”—the greatest act

“His only begotten Son”—the greatest gift

“that whoever believes”—the greatest condition

“should not perish”—the greatest mercy

“have everlasting life”—the greatest result

4. Sometimes a combination of these various ideas applied to a verse will bring the richest results. For example, take Romans 5:1:


“Therefore”—This verse depends on 4:25. Our justification is based on and is guaranteed by Jesus’ resurrection.

“justified”—made righteous.





“by faith”—method of our justification (see also 3:24; 4:9).

“have”—not future, but present tense—we have this now.

“peace with God”—We were enemies, but now there is peace between us and God because of what Christ has done.

“through our Lord Jesus Christ”—the way to peace with God is only through Jesus Christ.

Bible Study by Books. After you have begun to study the Bible by chapters or paragraphs or verses, you will be ready to study the Bible by books.


1. There are several methods of Bible book study.

a. One is called the inductive method. This is a method of studying in detail the contents of a Bible book and then drawing from these details general conclusions or principles concerning the contents and purpose of the book.

b. Another method of book study is called the synthetic method. By this method, one reads the Bible book several times to receive the general impressions of the main ideas and purpose of the book without attention to the details. (It is sometimes hard to distinguish these two methods.)

c. In some cases the study of a Bible book becomes a historical study, if that book relates the history of a nation or an individual in a particular period of time. For example, the Book of Exodus tells the history of the children of Israel from the death of Joseph in Egypt until the erecting of the tabernacle in the wilderness in the time of Moses. This covers approximately 400 years.

The principles of Bible book study, whether inductive or synthetic, are very similar. Such study will require more time than the previous methods mentioned, but it will be amply rewarding.

2. Here are some methods for Bible study by books:

a. Read the book through to get the perspective and the general emphasis of the book.

b. Reread the book many times, each time asking yourself a relevant question and jotting down the answers you find as you read. Here are the most important questions to ask:

First reading: What is the central theme or emphasis of this book? What is the key verse?

Second reading: Remembering the theme of the book, see how it is emphasized and developed. Look for any special problems or applications.

Third reading: What does it tell me about the author and his circumstances when he wrote this book?

Fourth reading: What does the book tell me about the people to whom the book was written and their circumstances, needs, or problems?

Fifth reading: What are the main divisions of the book? Is there any outline apparent in the logical organization and development of the book? During this reading, divide the text into the paragraphs as you see them and then give a title to each paragraph. Draw a line down the right side of the outline and on the other side write any problems, questions, words, or ideas that require further study by comparison with other passages in the Bible.

Sixth and successive readings: Look for other facts and/or information that your earlier readings have suggested. By now certain words will stand out in the book. See how often they recur. (For example, as you read Philippians, you will soon find that the word “joy” occurs many times. This is one of the key words of the book, so note its occurrences and the circumstances surrounding it.)

As you read and reread a book, you’ll find that you begin to see its structure and its outline very clearly. It is true, however, that there are other outlines for any given book. It depends on the principle of division that you select. For example, as you study Paul’s letter to the Romans, you might adopt the outline that Dr. G. Allen Fleece, president of Columbia Bible College, has written:

The Book of Romans

Subject: “The Gospel, ” 1:16

I. The Gospel for the lost sinner, 1–5

II. The Gospel for the Christian, 6–8

III. The Gospel for the whole world, 9–11

IV. The Gospel applied to daily living, 12–16

Of course, each of these great sections of this remarkable book can be divided into smaller subjects with great profit.

This method, applied to a book that is mainly historical, will also enable you to find a clear outline. In the case of a historical book, the outline will be largely chronological. The Book of Acts lends itself to this kind of study and outline.

The Book of Acts

Subject: “The Gospel Witness in the First Century”

Key verse: 1:8

Outline:

I. Introduction: The apostles receive power, 1:1–2:4

II. The witness in Jerusalem, 2:5–7:60

III. The witness in Judea and Samaria, 8:1–11:18

IV. The beginning of the witness to the end of the earth, 11:19–28:31

Once again, more careful study will give the details and further subdivisions of each of these great units of gospel history in this inspired record of the origin of the Christian church.

Bible Study by Words. There are two profitable and helpful ways of studying great words or subjects in the Word of God.


1. Word study by Bible books. Certain words have special significance in certain Bible books. For example, after studying the Gospel of John as a book and by chapters, you’ll find it instructive and inspiring to trace the words “believe” and “belief.” They occur almost 100 times. By reading the book hurriedly and underlining each passage where the words “believe” and “belief” occur, you’ll understand why Bible scholars contend that the purpose of the Gospel of John is expressed by the author in John 20:31.

2. General word study. The fine index and concordance in this Bible will be a great help. Through the study of great Bible words, you can soon become familiar with the great doctrines of the Bible and understand the great theological principles which the Bible reveals.


With the concordance you might begin with the study of the word “grace.” By tracing the occurrences of this word through the Old Testament and then into the New Testament, you will come to see that God has always dealt with His people in grace, and you will find in a concrete way the great truth of Ephesians 2:8.

Bible Study by Topics. Closely related to the method of study by words is the study according to great topics or subjects: Bible prayers, Bible promises, Bible sermons, Bible songs, Bible poems, and so on.

Or one might study Bible geography by reading rapidly through and looking for rivers, seas, and mountains highlighted in Scripture. For example, the mountaintop experiences in the life of Abraham are a thrilling study.

Another challenging study is to read rapidly through the Gospels and Epistles looking for the Lord’s commands to us. The list of Bible topics is unlimited.

First, for a topical study on prayer, look up the word “prayer” or “pray” in your concordance. Look up every form of these words and such related words as “ask” and “intercession.” After you have looked up these verses, study them and bring together all the teaching on prayer that you find. You will find conditions of prayer, words to be used in prayer, results to expect from prayer, when to pray, and where to pray.

Bible Study Through Biography. The Bible is a record of God’s revealing Himself to people and through people. The Old Testament as well as the New is rich in such biographical studies. Here are a few:

The life of Noah: Genesis 5:32–10:32

The life of Abraham: Genesis 12–25

The life of Joseph: Genesis 37–50

The life of Deborah: Judges 4; 5

Let us summarize various methods for studying the great Bible biographies:


1. Read the Bible book or passages in which this person’s life is prominent, for example, Abraham in Genesis 12–25, plus references to Abraham in Hebrews 11 and Romans 4.

2. Trace character with your concordance.

3. Be careful to note indirect references to the person in other portions of Scripture.


Conclusion. There are many other methods of studying the Bible, for example, the psychological method, the sociological method, the cultural method, and the philosophical method. Use all the Bible study methods suggested above. From time to time, change your method so that you’ll not become too accustomed to any one method or tired from delving too deeply into one type of study.

The great thrill of Bible study is discovering these eternal truths of God’s Word for yourself and embarking on the adventure of obeying them and experiencing the blessing in your personal life.

II. Family Bible Study

Nothing is more important in a Christian home than the family altar. At a convenient time, when all members of the family are home, father or mother should lead them in worship of God and in reading His Word. A simple program for family worship includes singing a hymn, an opening prayer by a family member, a brief Bible study, and a concluding period of prayer in which all members take part.

The family altar and Bible study will bind the family together, eliminate juvenile delinquency, foster deeper love, and enable each member to become a stronger, better Christian. Since family Bible study usually includes small children, it is wise to avoid deep, difficult topics and study something of interest and help to all. Such subjects might be Bible biographies as outlined above, stories of miracles and deeds of Jesus as revealed in the Gospels, miracles in the Old Testament, and other narrative portions of the Bible. It is wise to keep the study brief and to concentrate on a short passage of Scripture. For example, a study of the life of Moses could be divided into units like this:

First day: The birth of Moses: Exodus 2:1–10

Second day: Moses’ great choice and great mistake: Hebrews 11:24–27; Exodus 2:11–15

Third day: Moses’ wilderness training: Exodus 2:16–25

Fourth day: Moses’ call to serve God: Exodus 3:1–22

Fifth day: Moses’ argument with God: Exodus 4:1–17

Sixth day: Moses’ return to Egypt: Exodus 4:18–31

Here are several practical hints on how to make your family Bible study interesting and profitable to all:


1. Keep your family Bible study reasonably short: one brief chapter or several paragraphs a day.

2. Have each member read a verse.

3. Appoint one family member to lead in worship each day and select the passage to read. This one may appoint others to help in the family worship.

4. Read through a Bible book, a chapter, or several paragraphs each day. As you read, together decide on a name or a title for each chapter and memorize this.

5. After reading the passage, have each member in the family explain one verse or one paragraph.

6. Let the leader prepare five or ten questions on the Bible passage and ask various members of the family to answer these questions after the passage has been read.

7. Study the beautiful maps in your Bible together, and trace Paul’s journeys or the wandering of the children of Israel in Egypt.

8. Study Bible topics together. Assign verses concerning a topic or great word to each member of the family. Let each read a verse and tell what the verse teaches about the topic or word.

9. After the Bible reading, have each member tell what this verse means or how it can be applied to personal life.

10. Make up Bible games by having each member make up questions to try to stump the others.

11. Study a Bible book together, using the hints given above. There are many wonderful ways to make the Bible the heart of your home.


III. Principles of Bible Interpretation

Since the Bible was written by many men over a period covering 1,500 years, and since the last author of the Bible has been dead 1,900 years, there are definite problems in understanding the exact meaning of certain passages of the Bible.

There is a need to interpret clearly certain passages of the Bible because there is a gap between the way we think and the words we use today and the way of thinking and the words that these Bible writers used thousands of years ago. Bible scholars have pointed out that there are language gaps—differences in words that we use; there are cultural gaps—different customs were in vogue then. There are geographical gaps—certain rivers that are spoken of in the Bible have long since dried up. Some places that are spoken of frequently in the Bible are not on our modern maps. And then there are historical gaps—the Bible speaks of kings and empires that existed years ago.

Therefore, there is a need for Bible interpretation. This is a fascinating study in itself, but I want to give you just a few principles of interpretation of the Bible that will keep you from error and help you understand the difficult passages of the Word of God.


1. Always remember that the Bible is God’s infallible, inerrantly inspired Word. There are no mistakes in the Bible. God has included everything in the Bible that He wants you to know and that is necessary for you to know concerning salvation and your Christian life.

2. The second principle of interpretation is to interpret the Bible in the light of its historical background. There are three aspects of this:

a. Study the personal circumstances of the writer. In studying The Revelation, it is important to understand where John was and what he was doing when God gave him this marvelous revelation. See Revelation 1:1–10.

b. The second aspect of this principle is to study the culture and customs of the country at the time that the writing or story was taking place. For example, to understand the Book of Ruth, it is important to study the customs concerning widows, redemptions of property, and so on, as they are explained in Leviticus 25 and Deuteronomy 25.

c. A third aspect of this principle is to study and interpret the Bible in the light of the actual historical situation and events that were taking place at the time of the story. For example, in studying the Gospels it is important to realize that the entire land of Palestine and all of the Jews were being governed and oppressed by the Roman Empire at that time.

3. Interpret the Bible according to the purpose and plan of each book.

Every Bible book has its specific purpose intended by the Holy Spirit to bring some special message to humankind. For example, it is important to remember that 1 John (see 1 John 5:13) was written to Christians. Therefore the promise in 1 John 1:9 is specifically applied to Christians.

4. One of the most important principles of interpretation is always to interpret according to the context of a verse.

The “context” includes the verses immediately preceding and immediately following the verse you are studying. If you do not take care to interpret the verse according to the context, you could make the Bible teach atheism. For the Bible itself says, “There is no God” (Ps. 14:1). But the context makes very clear what this verse means: The whole sentence says, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’”

Always study the passage immediately preceding and immediately following any verse, word, or topic to make sure that you see this truth in the setting that God intended.

5. Always interpret according to the correct meaning of words. You can find the correct meaning of a word in several ways. First of all, look up the usage of the word in other parts of the Bible to find how it was used in that generation. Another way is to look up its background or its root. You could do this with the use of a dictionary. Still another way is to look up the synonyms—words that are similar in meaning but slightly different: for example, “prayer, ” “intercession, ” “supplication.”

6. Also interpret the Bible according to all of the parallel passages that deal with the subject and according to the message of the entire Bible.


The more you read the Bible, the more you will understand that in it God is revealing His way of salvation to humankind from beginning to end. And when you come to a difficult passage, think of it in the light of the overall purpose of the Bible. For example, the animal sacrifices of the Old Testament are meant to be a picture of the perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross.

If you will follow these simple guidelines, you will be kept from error and extremes, and you will be helped to understand correctly the teachings of even the more difficult passages in God’s Word.




The Christian’s Guide to the New Life

The Christian’s Guide to the New Life offers a complete doctrinal overview of the Scripture to assist you in a practical, simplified method of studying your Bible. The study breaks into seven main areas that tell us how to become contented and mature Christians. The seven main subjects branch out so they cover all the important areas of biblical theology. This unique study feature places before the Bible student an explanation of God’s Word with hundreds of scriptural references.

For the student just beginning Bible study, The Christian’s Guide to the New Life covers in a fundamental way how to become a Christian and then walks the believer through the Christian life. The easy-to-use references lead the reader toward a comprehensive, practical knowledge of God’s Word.

The general organization of The Christian’s Guide to the New Life includes seven main areas of study:

Knowing God’s Word

Understanding God’s Being

Understanding Other Spirit Beings

Beginning the New Life

Growing in the New Life

Facing Problems in the New Life

Recognizing God’s Institutions

These areas of study are subdivided into thirty-two individual “Christian’s Guides” with appropriate Bible references. All the material is organized in a simple format to assist you in more easily understanding the Bible, the inspired Word of God. Each numbered “Christian’s Guide” has several discussions of Bible texts appearing on the page where the text occurs. For example, within the main area of study “Knowing God’s Word” is “Christian’s Guide” (1) “How God’s Word Came to Us.” There are three discussions concerning how God’s Word came to us: “Revelation of God’s Word”; “Inspiration of God’s Word”; and “Illumination of God’s Word.”

This article, The Christian’s Guide to the New Life, will serve as a general introduction, index, and guide to the various “Christian’s Guides.” Each time you study one of the discussions in the Bible the last line will tell you where to turn for the next discussion. When you finish a main area of study, such as “Knowing God’s Word, ” the last line in the last discussion will tell you to turn to this article, The Christian’s Guide to the New Life. Then, after reading the synopsis of the next main area of study, you will be ready to turn to the first discussion and follow the development of that area of study throughout the Bible text.

The Christian’s Guide to the New Life can be used in three easy ways: monthly study, daily study, and topical study.

• Monthly study—For thirty-two days study one of the numbered “Christian’s Guides.” Read all of the discussions and look up the listed references.

• Daily study—Once a day for 123 days study a single discussion in the Bible text. Read the complete discussion and look up the listed references.

• Topical study—Using this article, The Christian’s Guide to the New Life, as an index, study individual “Christian’s Guides” and discussions that interest you or meet needs in your life.

You are now ready to begin using The Christian’s Guide to the New Life. For each of the seven main areas of study a synopsis and an organization are provided. For each of the “Christian’s Guides” page numbers and Scripture references are given to help you find the various discussions in the Bible, Also look for this symbol (Q) on the opening verse connected with each “Christian’s Guide” in the text and for a crown symbol superimposed over the text of the “Christian’s Guide” itself.

Knowing God’s Word

Synopsis

Christians should know the Bible for many reasons, but the primary one is because God is its Author. All Bible students know that God is Creator (Gen. 1:1), Redeemer (Is. 60:16), and Judge (Gen. 18:25), but do we think of Him as the Author of the Bible? Human writers feel it vital that we read their books; it is much more important that we read God’s Book, the Bible.

About fourteen centuries before Christ, our Bible had its beginnings in the Sinai desert. In this arid place, God spoke to Moses, who had once been a prince in Egypt and was nearly 120 years old at the time. At the Lord’s command, Moses picked up his pen and began writing Scripture’s first five books, Genesis through Deuteronomy. More than 1,500 years later, the divine manuscript was completed on a lonely, windswept island in the Mediterranean Sea by a former fisherman, John the apostle. From Genesis through Revelation there are sixty-six divinely inspired books. Over the centuries, approximately forty authors—representing varied backgrounds and writing styles—served as channels for God’s Word. Yet, in spite of these variations in time and talent, the completed work displays a marvelous historical, theological, geographical, topical, and biographical unity.

The Bible’s practical benefits for us may well be summarized under two headings: knowing and growing. The Bible proclaims the good news of the gospel that we might know God; it explains the will of God that all of us may grow spiritually before Him.

Scripture also reveals our place within God’s program and answers crucial questions pertaining to our origin, purpose, and destiny. Because God has revealed His unchanging truths, the Christian faith provides real answers and guidance to every generation. Although we cannot grasp how individual events fit into God’s program (Eccl. 11:5), we can understand God’s basic plan in order to come to know and serve Him. Few joys can compare with realizing our places in God’s program and working to fulfill our destinies.

Organization


1. How God’s Word Came to Us

Revelation of God’s Word

Deut. 29:29

Inspiration of God’s Word

Is. 59:21

Illumination of God’s Word

Prov. 6:23

2. What God’s Word Does

God’s Word Convicts

Neh. 8:9

God’s Word Corrects

Ps. 17:4

God’s Word Cleanses

Ps. 119:9

God’s Word Confirms

John 8:31

God’s Word Equips

Prov. 22:21

3. How We Benefit from God’s Word



We Know God Through His Word

Dan. 11:32

We Know God’s Will Through His Word

Ps. 40:8

4. What God’s Word Tells Us About God’s Program

God’s Work in the Past

Deut. 32:7

God’s Work in Our Lives

Ps. 139:14

God’s Work in the Church

Eph. 1:22, 23

God’s Work in the Future

Matt. 25:31, 32

5. What God’s Word Tells Us About God’s Covenants


The Edenic Covenant

Gen. 2:15–17

The Adamic Covenant

Gen. 3:14–21

The Noahic Covenant

Gen. 9:1–19

The Abrahamic Covenant

Gen. 12:1–3

The Mosaic Covenant

Ex. 19:5–8

The Palestinian Covenant

Deut. 29:10–15; 30:11–20

The Davidic Covenant

2 Sam. 7:4–17

The New Covenant

Jer. 31:31–34

Understanding God’s Being

Synopsis

The Bible reveals the nature of God as spirit, unity, and trinity. He is a spirit—a personal, infinite being (John 4:24); He is one—one in substance or nature and incapable of being divided into separate parts (Deut. 6:4); and He is three—eternally existing in three coequal Persons (Matt. 28:19). While great mystery surrounds God’s nature, it is reassuring to know that our God is above us.

God’s attributes are merely words we use to describe how God is and how He acts toward us. Among these attributes are love, holiness, constancy, justice, truth, eternalness, omniscience (all-knowledge), omnipresence (all-presence), and omnipotence (all-powerfulness). The fact that we can grasp and understand this much about God is evidence of God’s desire that all peoples may know Him.

The word “Father” is variously applied in the Bible. When God is spoken of as the Father of all humankind, it is as Creator; as the Father of Christ, it expresses an eternal, unique relationship; as the Father of believers, it denotes a relationship established by grace; and as Father of Israel, it indicates a bond established by covenant. However “Father” is used, it is a deliberately chosen word to communicate one of the primary ways God wants us to conceive of Him.

The title “Son of God” is one that Jesus never directly applied to Himself; but when others applied it to Him, Jesus willingly accepted it as a claim to His own deity (John 10:24–38). Jesus often referred to Himself as “the Son, ” which was certainly an abbreviation for “the Son of God.” Because Jesus was the Son of God, we have confidence that He spoke with the authoritative words of God. The Son of God also accepted the role of Lamb of God in order to die in the place of sinners and provide forgiveness of sins for all who believe. It can be said that as our relationship with the Son of God determines whether we will become Christians, our relationship with the Spirit of God determines what kind of believers we will be.

Organization


6. God the Father

God the Father of All

Mal. 2:10

God the Father of Christ

Matt. 3:17

God the Father of Believers

Rom. 8:15

7. The Son of God

The Person of the Son of God

Is. 9:6

The Earthly Life of the Son of God

John 10:10

The Ministry of the Son of God

Mark 10:45

The Lamb of God

Is. 53:7

8. The Holy Spirit

The Person of the Holy Spirit

Eph. 4:3

The Work of the Holy Spirit in Salvation

Titus 3:5

The Work of the Holy Spirit in Christian Living

1 Cor. 6:19

9. The Trinity


Unity of the Trinity

Gen. 1:26

Persons of the Trinity

2 Cor. 13:14

Interaction Within the Trinity

Eph. 1:4, 7, 13

Understanding Other Spirit Beings

Synopsis

At some point before God created the heavens and the earth He created a class of spirit beings known in the Bible as angels. A large number of these beings were created, and their primary purposes were to worship and serve God. There seems to be some organization among angels with seraphim, cherubim, and archangels having status above the others.

Apparently still before the creation of the universe, perhaps a third of the angels rebelled against God in support of a chief angel named Lucifer who desired to usurp God’s power and glory. These fallen angels lost their heavenly position. They continue to oppose God’s purposes however they can.

Good angels serve as messengers from God to humankind and minister to Christians as God directs them. They may protect or guide us. They may be agents of punishment for unbelievers. Since angels are spirit beings, most of their activity escapes notice, but biblical stories show they are capable of being visible and audible.

The fallen angels serve Satan as they attempt to frustrate the plans of God. There is an unseen spiritual struggle between good and fallen angels. Christians also engage in spiritual warfare against them by resisting temptation and obeying God’s Word. After the Last Judgment, Satan and his angels will be consigned forever to the lake of fire.

Organization


10. Angels

Angels: Spirit Beings

Ps. 104:4

Angels: Messengers and Servants

Heb. 1:14

Angels: Interaction with Humans

Dan. 6:22

11. Demons

Demons: Fallen Angels

Rev. 12:9

Demons: Relation to Satan

Matt. 12:24

Demons: Interaction with Humans

Luke 11:24–26

12. Satan


Satan: Fall of Satan

Is. 14:12–15

Satan: Role in Fall of Humans

John 8:44

Satan: Strategies of Satan

2 Cor. 2:11

Satan: Destiny of Satan

Matt. 25:41

Beginning the New Life

Synopsis

Human beings are by nature sinful and need the righteousness of God. We must be separated from sin and set apart to righteousness. If we are to approach God, we must do so on God’s terms—we must have new lives in which our sins have been forgiven and obliterated.

It is one thing to be convinced of the need for the new life, but it is an entirely differen t thing to acquire the new life. When we are “saved, ” we are said to be new creatures (2 Cor. 5:17); to have passed from death to life (John 5:24); to have been transferred from the rule of darkness to the kingdom of God’s Son (Col. 1:13); to have been born again (John 3:3); and to have been adopted by God (Gal. 4:4, 5). These wonderful results of having new life in Christ are offered freely to all who trust in Christ for salvation.

One of the most thrilling benefits of finding new life in Christ is “everlasting [eternal] life.” We enter a new, personal relationship with God that gives us a fullness of spiritual vitality, and this new life is a gift that will never die. God can accomplish a life-changing transformation for all who truly believe in Christ. Once we are reconciled to God through Christ, we discover a basis for reconciliation to people around us who formerly seemed our bitter enemies.

Organization


13. Need for the New Life

Holiness of God

Is. 6:3

Adam’s Sin

Gen. 3:6, 7

Individual Sin

Eccl. 7:20

14. Way to the New Life

New Life: A Free Gift

Rom. 6:23

New Life: Based on Christ’s Death

Col. 1:22

New Life: Received by Faith

Acts 16:31

15. Results of the New Life

Everlasting Life

John 5:24

New Nature

2 Cor. 5:17

Christ’s Righteousness

Is. 61:10

Placed into God’s Family

1 John 3:2

Reconciliation Between Enemies

Acts 10:14, 15

Empowered by God

Acts 1:8

16. Assurance of the New Life


Promise of God

Titus 1:2

Witness of the Spirit

1 John 3:24

Changed Life

1 Cor. 6:11

Growing in the New Life

Synopsis

Bible reading, memorization, meditation, study, and obedience form the foundation for Christian growth. The adage is ever true: “Sin will keep you from God’s Word, or God’s Word will keep you from sin.”

Prayer may be the most neglected element of growth. Prayer is talking with and listening to God. We talk to Him with our lips and heart, and He tells us His will through His Word. Prayer is a two-way conversation. Spiritual maturity depends on systematic prayer.

Worship is a third essential to spiritual growth. Worship involves honoring God, engaging in private and public devotion, and joyfully witnessing for the Lord. Christians who submit to the lordship of Christ in reverence and service will grow in their spiritual lives.

The Bible describes the Christian life as a “walk in the Spirit” (Gal. 5:16). Walking pictures the step-by-step character of the spiritual life. Living by the Spirit’s power is a moment-by-moment yielding to His will that results in a display of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22, 23). Walking in the Spirit involves confession of sin, yielding to God, and being controlled by the Spirit.

Organization


17. Bible Study

Reading God’s Word

Neh. 8:3

Memorizing God’s Word

Job 22:22

Meditating upon God’s Word

Josh. 1:8

Obedience to God’s Word

Deut. 31:12

18. Prayer

Praise

Ps. 150:1

Confession

1 John 1:9

Petition

1 Sam. 1:17

Thanksgiving

Phil. 4:6

Commitment

Prov. 16:3

19. Stewardship

Using Spiritual Gifts

1 Cor. 12:1–10

Serving

Gal. 5:13

Giving

2 Cor. 9:6–8

20. Worship

The Meaning of Worship

1 Chr. 16:29

The Expressions of Worship

Heb. 13:15

The Reasons for Worship

2 Chr. 7:3

21. Participation in the Local Church

Definition of the Local Church

Rom. 16:5

The Reason for Participation in the Local Church

Heb. 10:25

Benefits of Participation in the Local Church

Acts 2:42–47

22. Sharing Our Faith

Sharing Our Faith: Why?

Matt. 28:19

Sharing Our Faith: What?

1 Cor. 15:3, 4

Sharing Our Faith: How to Prepare

Ezra 7:10

Sharing Our Faith: How to Do It

1 Thess. 1:5

Sharing Our Faith: When?

2 Tim. 4:2

23. Walking in the Spirit


Walking in the Spirit: Confession

Ps. 73:1

Walking in the Spirit: Yielding

Rom. 12:1, 2

Walking in the Spirit: Filling

Eph. 5:18

Facing Problems in the New Life

Synopsis

Just as we have problems in our physical lives, we also experience problems in our spiritual or new lives. Facing and conquering difficulties cause us to grow and be strengthened, whether our problems are physical or spiritual. As we grow in our new strength, we bring glory to God as He demonstrates His faithfulness and that His grace is sufficient for every need (2 Cor. 12:9). Some of the problems that are common in the new life are sin, temptation, doubt, suffering, and knowing the will of God.

Organization


24. Sin

What Sin Is

Ps. 51:2

What Sin Does

Is. 59:2

What Should Be Done About Sin

Ps. 32:5

25. Temptation

Temptation by the World

1 John 2:15

Temptation by the Flesh

Mark 14:38

Temptation by Satan

1 Chr. 21:1

26. Doubt

Occasions of Doubt

Lam. 5:20

Sources of Doubt

Hab. 1:2

Cure for Doubt

1 Kin. 18:21

27. Suffering

Kinds of Suffering

1 Pet. 3:17

Purposes of Suffering

Job 2:7

Responses to Suffering

Job 1:21

Examples of Suffering

Jer. 37:15

28. Knowing the Will of God


Knowing the Will of God Through the Scriptures

2 Kin. 23:3

Knowing the Will of God Through Prayer and Fasting

Dan. 9:3, 4

Knowing the Will of God Through Submission to the Spirit

Is. 6:8

Knowing the Will of God Through Circumstances and Counsel

Prov. 24:6

Recognizing God’s Institutions

Synopsis

God gave humanity four basic institutions: the family, human government, Israel, and the church. It may be observed that each of these institutions demonstrates a characteristic or attribute of God.

• The family illustrates the unity of God (Gen. 2:24; Deut. 6:4).

• Human government illustrates the judgment of God (Rom. 13:1, 2).

• Israel illustrates the election of God (Rom. 9:1–18; 11:1–5).

• The church illustrates the love of God (Eph. 5:22–27).

The family was the first institution God created. Through the family God illustrates the complex relationships that exist in the Trinity and the loving relationship between Christ and His church. He created all the heavens and the earth and the things in them that they might prepare the way for and sustain the crown of His creation—humanity.

God’s purpose in human government is that it serve as both a custodian and an enforcer of His eternal law. It has been correctly noted that all the thousands of good and practical laws passed by hundreds of legislative bodies and rulers throughout history are in reality only amplifications of the Ten Commandments.

God’s selection of Israel as a special nation may puzzle the Bible student, but His choice becomes obvious through study. When God promised Abraham that he would become the father of a great nation, He also promised that He would bless all peoples through that nation (Gen. 12:1–3). Israel was to be a channel of blessing as well as a recipient.

The church, illustrating God’s love for us, is the fourth institution through which God works. The universal church—the Body of Christ (Col. 1:18)—comprises all believers since the institution of the church.

Organization


29. The Family

How the Family Began

Gen. 2:18–25

Three Essentials for a Christian Home

Deut. 6:4–9

The Role of the Wife

1 Pet. 3:1–6

The Role of the Husband

Col. 3:19

The Role of Children

Prov. 1:8

The Role of the Parents

Eph. 6:4

A Prescription for Rearing Children

Prov. 22:6

30. Human Government

The Origin of Human Government

Gen. 9:5

The Function of Human Government

Rom. 13:1–4

Our Responsibility to Human Government

1 Pet. 2:13

31. Israel

Selection of Israel

Amos 3:2

History of Israel

Ps. 78:4

Purpose of Israel

Deut. 14:2

Government of Israel

1 Chr. 28:4–6

Worship by Israel

Ps. 29:2

32. The Church


The Meaning of the Church

Acts 7:38

The Origin of the Church

Matt. 16:18

The Purpose of the Church

Eph. 3:21

The Offices of the Church

1 Tim. 3:1–13

The Relationship of the Church to Christ

Eph. 5:25–29




Monies, Weights, and Measures

The Hebrews probably first used coins in the Persian period (500–350 B.C.). However, minting began around 700 B.C. in other nations. Prior to this, precious metals were weighed, not counted as money.

Some units appear as both measures of money and measures of weights. This comes from naming the coins after their weight. For example, the shekel was a weight long before it became the name of a coin.

It is helpful to relate biblical monies to current values. But we cannot make exact equivalents. The fluctuating value of money’s purchasing power is difficult to determine in our own day. It is even harder to evaluate currencies used two- to three-thousand years ago.

Therefore, it is best to choose a value meaningful over time, such as a common laborer’s daily wage. One day’s wage corresponds to the ancient Jewish system (a silver shekel is four days’ wages) as well as to the Greek and Roman systems (the drachma and the denarius were each coins representing a day’s wage).

The monies chart below takes a current day’s wage as thirty-two dollars. Though there are differences of economies and standards of living, this measure will help us apply meaningful values to the monetary units in the chart and in the biblical text.

Monies


Unit • Monetary Value • Equivalents • Translations

Jewish Weights

Talent • gold—$5,760,0001 • 3,000 shekels; 6,000 bekas • talent

 silver—$384,000 •____• _____

Shekel • gold—$1,920 • 4 days’ wages; 2 bekas; • shekel

 silver—$128 • 20 gerahs •____• _____

Beka • gold—$960 • 1¼2 shekel; 10 gerahs • bekah

 silver—$64 •____• _____

Gerah • gold—$96 • 1¼20 shekel • gerah

 silver—$6.40 •____• _____

Persian Coins

Daric • gold—$1,2802 • 2 days’ wages; 1¼2 Jewish • dram

 silver—$64 • silver shekel •____ 

Greek Coins

Tetradrachma (Stater) • $128 • 4 drachmas • piece of money

Didrachma • $64 • 2 drachmas • tribute

Drachma • $32 • 1 day’s wage • piece of silver

Lepton • $.25 • 1¼2 of a Roman kodrantes • miteRoman Coins

Aureus • $800 • 25 denarii

Denarius • $32 • 1 day’s wage • pence, penny

Assarius • $2 • 1¼16 of a denarius • farthing

Kodrantes • $.50 • 1¼4 of an assarius • farthing

1Value of gold is fifteen times the value of silver.

2Value of gold is twenty times the value of silver.


Weights


Unit • Weight • Equivalents • Translations

Jewish Weights

Talent • c. 75 pounds for common talent, c. 150 pounds for royal talent • 60 minas; 3,000 shekels • talent

Mina • 1.25 pounds • 50 shekels • mina

Shekel • c. .4 ounce (11.4 grams) for common shekel • 2 bekas; 20 gerahs • shekel

 c. .8 ounce for royal shekel •____• _____

Beka • c. .2 ounce (5.7 grams) • 1¼2 shekel; 10 gerahs • half a shekel

Gerah • c. .02 ounce (.57 grams) • 1¼20 shekel • gerah

Roman Weight

Litra • 12 ounces •____• pound


Measures of Length


Unit • Length • Equivalents • Translations

Day’s journey • c. 20 miles •____• day’s journey

Roman mile • 4,854 feet • 8 stadia • mile

Sabbath day’s journey • 3,637 feet • 6 stadia • Sabbath day’s journey

Stadion • 606 feet • 1¼8 Roman mile • furlong

Rod • 9 feet • 3 paces; 6 cubits • measuring reed, reed

 (10.5 feet in Ezekiel) •____• _____

Fathom • 6 feet • 4 cubits • fathom

Pace • 3 feet • 1¼3 rod; 2 cubits • pace

Cubit • 18 inches • 1¼2 pace; 2 spans • cubit

Span • 9 inches • 1¼2 cubit; 3 hand-breadths • span

Handbreadth • 3 inches • 1¼3 span; 4 fingers • handbreadth

Finger • .75 inches • 1¼4 handbreadth • finger


Dry Measures


Unit • Measure • Equivalents • Translations

Homer • 6.52 bushels • 10 ephahs • homer

Kor • 6.52 bushels • 1 homer; 10 ephahs • cor, measure

Lethech • 3.26 bushels • 1¼2 kor • half homer

Ephah • .65 bushel, 20.8 quarts • 1/10 homer • ephah


Dry Measures—Continued


Unit • Measure • Equivalents • Translations

Modius • 7.68 quarts •____• bushel

Seah • 7 quarts • 1¼3 ephah • measure

Omer • 2.08 quarts • 1¼10 ephah; 14¼5 kab • omer

Kab • 1.16 quarts • 4 logs • cab

Choenix • 1 quart •____• measure

Xestes • 11¼16 pints •____• pot

Log • .58 pint • 1¼4 kab • log


Liquid Measures


Unit • Measure • Equivalents • Translations

Kor • 60 gallons • 10 baths • kor

Metretes • 10.2 gallons •____• gallon

Bath • 6 gallons • 6 hins • measure, bath

Hin • 1 gallon • 2 kabs • hin

Kab • 2 quarts • 4 logs • kab

Log • 1 pint • 1¼4 kab • log





Biblical Cyclopedic Index

How to Use The Biblical Cyclopedic Index

The Biblical Cyclopedic Index is a special kind of subject index that combines the best features of a concordance, a topical index, the usable features of a syllabus and other related study aids in one unique, quick, easy-to-use form. The Index offers advantages for personal Bible study that not even a combination of the above study helps would provide.

With over 8,000 subjects, names, places, things, concepts, events, and doctrines of the Bible, the BCI truly “opens” the Bible. It not only includes the Scripture references for the individual subjects (by appropriate subheadings), it goes one convenient step further: it gives the actual page numbers in The Open Bible® where each Scripture verse or verses may be found.

An example will illustrate. Suppose you need to prepare a study lesson on “The Peace of Jesus.” Follow four easy steps:


1. Look up the Subject Heading PEACE.

2. Next, find the subheading “Of Christ.”

3. Now you see the various Scripture references dealing with the Peace of Jesus.

4. Finally, you have links to locations in The Open Bible where each Scripture verse or verses may be found.

The Biblical Cyclopedic Index has provided two important sources of information for you. First, you have the scriptural material needed to prepare or study your lesson. Second, you have this material in order as it appears in the Bible, so you have a ready-made outline for your personal use.

Biblical Cyclopedic Index

From Genesis to Revelation

ARRANGED ALPHABETICALLY GIVING THE BOOK, CHAPTER, AND VERSE WHERE EVERY REFERENCE IN THIS INDEX IS FOUND
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A

Aaron—bright

A. Ancestry and family of:

Descendant of Levi … Ex. 6:16–20

Son of Amram and Jochebed … Ex. 6:20

Moses’ older brother … Ex. 7:1, 7

Brother of Miriam … Ex. 15:20

Husband of Elisheba … Ex. 6:23

Father of Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar … Ex. 6:23

B. Position of:

Moses’ helper … Ex. 4:13–31

Becomes “prophet” to Moses … Ex. 7:1, 2

God inspired … Ex. 12:1

Commissioned, with Moses to deliver Israelites from Egypt … Ex. 6:13, 26; Josh. 24:5

Inferior to that of Melchizedek … Heb. 7:11–19

C. Special privileges of:

Appears before Pharaoh … Ex. 5:1–4

Performs miracles … Ex. 7:9, 10, 19, 20

Supports Moses’ hands … Ex. 17:10–12

Ascends Mt. Sinai … Ex. 19:24; Ex. 24:1, 9

Sees God’s glory … Ex. 24:9, 10

Judges Israel in Moses’ absence … Ex. 24:14

Allowed inside the veil … Lev. 16:15

Blesses the people … Lev. 9:22

Intercedes for Miriam … Num. 12:10–12

D. Sins of:

Tolerates idolatry … Ex. 32:1–4

Permits evil … Ex. 32:21–25

Conspires against Moses … Num. 12:1–16

With Moses, fails at Meribah … Num. 20:1–13, 24

E. Character of:

A good speaker … Ex. 4:14

Weak in crises … Ex. 32:1–24

Subject to jealousy … Num. 12:1, 2

Conscious of guilt … Num. 12:11

Submissive … Lev. 10:1–7

A saint … Ps. 106:16

F. Priesthood of:

Chosen by God … Ex. 28:1

Sons, in office … Lev. 8:1–36

Anointed with oil … Ex. 30:25, 30

Duties given … Ex. 30:7–10

Garments prescribed … Ex. 39:1–31

Ordained to teach … Lev. 10:8, 11

Set apart to offer sacrifices … Lev. 9:1–24; Heb. 5:1–4

Alone enters within the holy place … Ex. 30:10; Heb. 9:7, 25

Intercedes for others … Num. 16:46–48

Confirmed by God … Num. 17:8–10; Heb. 9:4

Hereditary … Num. 20:23–28

For lifetime … Heb. 7:23

Inferior to Melchizedek’s … Heb. 7:11–19

G. Death and successor of:

Lives 123 years … Num. 33:39

Death … Num. 20:23–29

Eleazar, son of, successor … Num. 20:25–28; Deut. 10:6

Aaronites—descendants of Aaron

Fight with David … 1 Chr. 12:27

Under Zadok … 1 Chr. 27:17

Ab—fifth month of the Jewish year

Aaron died in … Num. 33:38

See Jewish calendar

Ab—father

A part of many Hebrew names (e.g., Abinadab, Abner, Abijah) … 1 Sam. 7:1

Abaddon—a Hebrew word translated “destruction”

Designates ruin in … Job 31:12

Parallel with Sheol in … Job 26:6

Refers to death … Job 28:22

Personified … Rev. 9:11

Abagtha

A eunuch under King Ahasuerus … Esth. 1:10

Abanah—a river flowing through Damascus

Spoken of highly by Naaman … 2 Kin. 5:12

Abandon—desert

A. Required for:

Safety … Gen. 19:12–26; Acts 27:41–44

Salvation … Phil. 3:7–10

Service … Matt. 10:37–39

Sanctification … 2 Cor. 6:14–18

Spiritual success … Heb. 11:24–27

B. Aspects of:

Land, commanded … Gen. 12:1–5

Idolatry, admonished … Ex. 32:1–10

One’s ministry, rebuked … 1 Kin. 19:3–18

Family, regretted … 1 Sam. 30:1–6

The tabernacle, remembered … Jer. 7:12

Jerusalem, lamented … Matt. 23:37, 38

C. Of people to judgment because of:

Sin … Gen. 6:5–7

Rebellion … 1 Sam. 15:16–26

Unbelief … Matt. 23:37–39

Rejecting God … Rom. 1:21–32

Sexual immorality … 1 Cor. 5:1–5

Apostasy … Heb. 10:26–29

Abarim—regions beyond

Moses sees the Promised Land from … Num. 27:12

Abasement—degradation; humiliation

A. As a judgment for:

Stubbornness … 2 Kin. 14:8–14

Defaming God … 2 Chr. 32:1–22

Pride … Is. 14:12–17

Haman’s prejudice … Esth. 7:4–10

Arrogance … Dan. 4:33, 37; Acts 12:20–23

B. As a virtue, seen in:

Nineveh’s repentance … Jon. 3:1–10; Matt. 12:41

A tax collector’s unworthiness … Luke 18:13, 14

Paul’s life … 1 Cor. 9:19–23

Christ’s humiliation … Phil. 2:5–8

C. Rewards of, seen in:

Healing … 2 Kin. 5:11–14

Elevation … Matt. 23:12

Restoration … Luke 15:11–24

Renewed service … 1 Cor. 15:9, 10

Abate—diminish, desist

Floodwaters … Gen. 8:8, 11

Moses’ natural force not … Deut. 34:7

Anger of Ephraim … Judg. 8:3

Abba—an Aramaic word meaning “father”

Used by Christ … Mark 14:36

Expressive of sonship … Rom. 8:15

Abda—servant (of God)

1. The father of Adoniram … 1 Kin. 4:6

Abda—continued

2. A Levite, son of Shammua … Neh. 11:17

Called Obadiah … 1 Chr. 9:16

Abdeel—servant of God

The father of Shelemiah … Jer. 36:26

Abdi—servant of Yahweh

1. The grandfather of Ethan … 1 Chr. 6:44

2. A Levite … 2 Chr. 29:12

3. One who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:26

Abdiel—servant of God

A Gadite residing in Gilead … 1 Chr. 5:15, 16

Abdon—servile

1. A minor judge … Judg. 12:13–15

2. A Benjamite living in Jerusalem … 1 Chr. 8:23, 28

3. A son of Jeiel … 1 Chr. 8:30 … 579 1 Chr. 9:36

4. A courtier of King Josiah … 2 Chr. 34:20

5. A Levitical city … Josh. 21:30; 1 Chr. 6:74

Abed-Nego—servant of Nego

Name given to Azariah, a Hebrew captive … Dan. 1:7

Appointed by Nebuchadnezzar … Dan. 2:49

Accused of disobedience … Dan. 3:12

Cast into furnace but delivered … Dan. 3:13–27

Promoted by Nebuchadnezzar … Dan. 3:28–30

Abel—breath

Adam’s second son … Gen. 4:2

The first shepherd … Gen. 4:2

Offering of, accepted … Gen. 4:4

Hated and slain by Cain … Gen. 4:8

Christ’s blood superior to … Heb. 12:24

Place of, filled by Seth … Gen. 4:25

First martyr … Matt. 23:35

Righteous … Matt. 23:35

Offered sacrifice to God by faith … Heb. 11:4

Abel—meadow

1. A city involved in Sheba’s rebellion … 2 Sam. 20:14, 15, 18

2. Translated as “large stone of Abel” in … 1 Sam. 6:18

3. Elsewhere in place-names (see below)

Abel Acacia Grove—meadow of acacias

A place in Moab … Num. 33:49

Abel Beth Maachah—meadow of the house of oppression

A town in North Palestine … 2 Sam. 20:14, 15; 1 Kin. 15:20

Captured by Tiglath-Pileser … 2 Kin. 15:29

Refuge of Sheba; saved from destruction … 2 Sam. 20:14–22

Seized by Ben-Hadad … 1 Kin. 15:20

Abel Maim—meadow of waters

Another name for Abel Beth Maachah … 2 Chr. 16:4

Abel Meholah—meadow of dancing

Midianites flee to … Judg. 7:22

A few miles east of Jabesh Gilead … 1 Kin. 4:12

Elisha’s native city … 1 Kin. 19:16

Abel Mizraim—meadow of Egypt

A place, east of Jordan, where Israelites mourned for Jacob … Gen. 50:10, 11

Abez—whiteness

A town of Issachar … Josh. 19:20

Abhor—to detest, loathe, hate

A. Descriptive of:

Disliking God’s laws … Lev. 26:15

Prejudice toward non-Israelites … Deut. 23:7

Right attitude toward idolatry … Deut. 7:25, 26

Self-rejection … Job 42:6

Israel abhorred by Rezon … 1 Kin. 11:23–25

Israel’s rejection by God … Ps. 89:38, 39

Rejection by former friends … Job 19:19

Loss of appetite … Job 33:20

Rejecting false description … Prov. 24:24

B. Expressive of God’s loathing of:

Israel’s idolatry … Ps. 78:58, 59

Customs of other nations … Lev. 20:23

Men of bloodshed … Ps. 5:6

C. Expressive of Israel’s rejection of God’s:

Judgments … Lev. 26:15

Statutes … Lev. 26:43

Ceremonies … 1 Sam. 2:17

D. Expressive of the believer’s hatred of:

Lying … Ps. 119:163

Evil … Rom. 12:9

Abi—an old form of father of

King Hezekiah’s mother … 2 Kin. 18:2

Also called Abijah … 2 Chr. 29:1

Abi-Albon

An Arbathite … 2 Sam. 23:31

See Abiel

Abiasaph—the father gathers

A descendant of Levi through Korah … Ex. 6:24

Called Ebiasaph … 1 Chr. 6:23, 37

Descendants of, act as doorkeepers … 1 Chr. 9:19

Abiathar—father of preeminence

A priest who escapes Saul at Nob … 1 Sam. 22:20–23

Becomes high priest under David … 1 Sam. 23:6, 9–12

Shares high priesthood with Zadok … 2 Sam. 19:11

Remains faithful to David … 2 Sam. 15:24–29

Informs David about Ahithophel … 2 Sam. 15:34–36

Supports Adonijah’s usurpation … 1 Kin. 1:7, 9, 25

Deposed by Solomon … 1 Kin. 2:26, 27, 35

Eli’s line ends … 1 Sam. 2:31–35

Referred to by Christ … Mark 2:26

Abib—an ear of corn

First month in Hebrew year … Ex. 12:1, 2

Commemorative of the Passover … Ex. 12:1–28

Called Nisan in postexilic times … Neh. 2:1

Abida, Abidah—the father knows

A son of Midian; grandson of Abraham and Keturah … Gen. 25:4

Abidan—the father is judge

Represents tribe of Benjamin … Num. 1:11

Brings offering … Num. 7:60, 65

Leads Benjamites … Num. 10:24

Abide, abiding—continuing in a permanent state

A. Applied to:

Earth’s existence … Ps. 119:90

Three graces … 1 Cor. 13:13

God’s Word … 1 Pet. 1:23

Believer’s eternity … 1 John 2:17

B. Sphere of, in the Christian’s life:

Christ … John 15:4–6

Christ’s words … John 15:7

Christ’s love … John 15:10

Christ’s doctrine … 2 John 9

The Holy Spirit … John 14:16

God’s Word … 1 John 2:14, 24

The truth … 2 John 2

C. Descriptive of the believer’s:

Protection … Ps. 91:1

Fruitfulness … John 15:4, 5

Prayer life … John 15:7

Assurance … 1 John 2:28

Abiel—God is father

1. The grandfather of Saul and Abner … 1 Sam. 9:1, 2

2. One of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:32

Also called Abi-Albon … 2 Sam. 23:31

Abiezer—the father is help

1. A descendant of Joseph … Josh. 17:1, 2

Called Jeezer … Num. 26:30

Family settles at Ophrah … Judg. 6:24

Gideon belongs to … Judg. 6:11, 12

Family rallies to Gideon’s call … Judg. 6:34

2. A mighty man and commander in David’s army … 2 Sam. 23:27

Abiezrite

A member of the family of Abiezer … Judg. 6:11, 24, 34

Abigail—the father is joyful

1. Nabal’s beautiful and wise wife … 1 Sam. 25:3

Appeases David’s anger … 1 Sam. 25:14–35

Becomes David’s wife … 1 Sam. 25:36–42

Captured and rescued … 1 Sam. 30:5, 18

Mother of Chileab … 2 Sam. 3:3

2. A stepsister of David … 1 Chr. 2:16, 17

Abihail—the father is might

1. A Levite head of the house of Merari … Num. 3:35

2. Abishur’s wife … 1 Chr. 2:29

3. A Gadite chief in Bashan … 1 Chr. 5:14

4. Wife of King Rehoboam … 2 Chr. 11:18

5. Father of Queen Esther … Esth. 2:15

Abihu—he is father

Second of Aaron’s four sons … Ex. 6:23

Ascends Mt. Sinai … Ex. 24:1, 9

Chosen as priest … Ex. 28:1

Offers, with Nadab, strange fire … Lev. 10:1–7

Dies in the presence of the Lord … Num. 3:4

Dies without heirs … 1 Chr. 24:2

Abihud—the father is majesty

A Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:3

Abijah—Yahweh is Father

1. Wife of Hezron … 1 Chr. 2:24

2. Son of Becher … 1 Chr. 7:8

3. Samuel’s second son; follows corrupt ways … 1 Sam. 8:2, 3

4. Descendant of Aaron; head of an office of priests … 1 Chr. 24:3, 10

Zacharias belongs to … Luke 1:5

5. Son of Jeroboam I … 1 Kin. 14:1–18

6. Another name for King Abijam … 2 Chr. 11:20

7. The mother of Hezekiah … 2 Chr. 29:1

Called Abi … 2 Kin. 18:2

8. A priest who signs the document … Neh. 10:7

9. A priest returning from Babylon with Zerubbabel … Neh. 12:1, 4, 17

Abijam—another form of Abijah

King of Judah … 1 Kin. 14:31

Son and successor of King Rehoboam … 1 Kin. 15:1–7

Follows in his father’s sins … 1 Kin. 15:3, 4

Wars against King Jeroboam … 1 Kin. 15:6, 7

Also called Abijah … 1 Chr. 3:10

Slays 500,000 Israelites … 2 Chr. 13:13–20

Fathers 38 children by 14 wives … 2 Chr. 13:21

Abilene—grassy place

A province or tetrarchy of Syria … Luke 3:1

Ability—power to perform

A. Descriptive of:

Material prosperity … Deut. 16:17

Emotional strength … Num. 11:14

Military power … Num. 13:31; 1 Kin. 9:21

Physical strength … Ex. 18:18, 23

Mental power … Gen. 15:5

Moral power … 1 Cor. 3:2

Spiritual power … James 3:2

Divine power … Rom. 4:21

B. Of God’s power to:

Deliver … 1 Cor. 10:13

Humble men … Dan. 4:37

Create life … Matt. 3:9

Destroy … Matt. 10:28

Preserve believers … John 10:28

Keep His promise … Rom. 4:21

Establish us … Rom. 16:25

Supply grace … 2 Cor. 9:8

Exceed our petitions … Eph. 3:20

Supply ability … 1 Pet. 4:11

Comfort others … 2 Cor. 1:4

Keep what we have committed to Him … 2 Tim. 1:12

Save from death … Heb. 5:7

Resurrect men … Heb. 11:19

Keep from stumbling … Jude 24, 25

C. Of Christ’s power to:

Heal … Matt. 9:28, 29

Subdue all things … Phil. 3:21

Help His own … Heb. 2:18

Have compassion … Heb. 4:15, 16

Save completely … Heb. 7:25

D. Of the Christian’s power to:

Speak for the Lord … Luke 21:15

Admonish … Rom. 15:14

Survive testings … 1 Cor. 3:13–15

Withstand Satan … Eph. 6:11, 13

Convict opposition … Titus 1:9

Bridle the whole body … James 3:2

Abimael—God is Father

A son of Joktan … Gen. 10:28

Abimelech—the father is king

1. A Philistine king of Gerar … Gen. 20:1–18

Makes treaty with Abraham … Gen. 21:22–34

2. A second king of Gerar … Gen. 26:1–11

Tells Isaac to go home … Gen. 26:12–16

Makes a treaty with Isaac concerning certain wells … Gen. 26:17–33

3. A son of Gideon by a concubine … Judg. 8:31

Conspires to become king … Judg. 9:1–4

Slays his 70 brothers … Judg. 9:5

Made king of Shechem … Judg. 9:6

Rebuked by Jotham, lone survivor … Judg. 9:7–21

Conspired against by Gaal … Judg. 9:22–29

Captures Shechem and Thebez … Judg. 9:41–50

Death of … Judg. 9:51–57

4. A son of Abiathar the priest … 1 Chr. 18:16

Also called Ahimelech … 1 Chr. 24:6

Abinadab—the father is generous

1. A man of Kirjath Jearim whose house tabernacles the ark of the Lord … 1 Sam. 7:1, 2

2. The second of Jesse’s eight sons … 1 Sam. 16:8

A soldier in Saul’s army … 1 Sam. 17:13

3. A son of Saul slain at Mt. Gilboa … 1 Sam. 31:1–8

Bones of, buried by men of Jabesh … 1 Chr. 10:1–12

Abinoam—the father is pleasantness

Father of Barak … Judg. 4:6

Abiram—the father is exalted

1. Reubenite who conspired against Moses … Num. 16:1–50

2. The firstborn son of Hiel … 1 Kin. 16:34; Josh. 6:26

Abishag—the father wanders

A Shunammite employed as David’s nurse … 1 Kin. 1:1–4, 15

Witnessed David’s choice of Solomon as successor … 1 Kin. 1:15–31

Adonijah slain for desiring to marry her … 1 Kin. 2:13–25

Abishai—father of a gift

A son of Zeruiah, David’s sister … 2 Sam. 2:18

Brother of Joab and Asahel … 1 Chr. 2:16

Rebuked by David … 1 Sam. 26:5–9

Serves under Joab in David’s army … 2 Sam. 2:17, 18

Joins Joab in blood-revenge against Abner … 2 Sam. 2:18–24

Cocommander of David’s army … 2 Sam. 10:9, 10

Loyal to David during Absalom’s uprising … 2 Sam. 16:9–12

Sternly rebuked by David … 2 Sam. 19:21–23

Loyal to David during Sheba’s rebellion … 2 Sam. 20:1–6, 10

Slays 300 Philistines … 2 Sam. 23:18

Slays 18,000 Edomites … 1 Chr. 18:12, 13

Saves David by killing a giant … 2 Sam. 21:16, 17

Abishalom—father of peace

A variant form of Absalom … 1 Kin. 15:2, 10

Abishua—the father is salvation

1. A Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:3, 4

2. Phinehas’s son … 1 Chr. 6:4, 5, 50

Abishur—the father is a wall

A Jerahmeelite … 1 Chr. 2:28, 29

Abital—the father is dew

Wife of David … 2 Sam. 3:2, 4

Abitub—the father is goodness

A Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:8–11

Abiud—Greek form of Abihud

Ancestor of Jesus … Matt. 1:13

Ablution—ceremonial washing

Of priests … Ex. 30:18–21; Ex. 40:30, 31

Of ceremonially unclean … Lev. 14:7–9; Lev. 15:5–10

Of a house … Lev. 14:52

By Pharisees … Mark 7:1–5

Abner—the father is a lamp

Commands Saul’s army … 1 Sam. 14:50, 51

Introduces David to Saul … 1 Sam. 17:55–58

Rebuked by David … 1 Sam. 26:5, 14–16

Saul’s cousin … 1 Sam. 14:50, 51

Supports Ishbosheth as Saul’s successor … 2 Sam. 2:8–10

Defeated by David’s men … 2 Sam. 2:12–17

Kills Asahel in self-defense … 2 Sam. 2:18–23

Pursued by Joab … 2 Sam. 2:24–32

Slain by Joab … 2 Sam. 3:8–27

Death of, condemned by David … 2 Sam. 3:28–39

Abolish—to do away with

A. Of evil things:

Idolatry … Is. 2:18

Man-made ordinances … Col. 2:20–22

Death … 1 Cor. 15:26

Evil works … Ezek. 6:6

Enmity … Eph. 2:15

B. Of things good for a while:

Old covenant … 2 Cor. 3:13

Present world … Heb. 1:10–12

Temporal rule … 1 Cor. 15:24

Partial things … 1 Cor. 13:10

C. Of things not to be abolished:

God’s righteousness … Is. 51:6

God’s Word … Matt. 5:18

Abominations—things utterly repulsive

A. Descriptive of:

Undesirable social relations … Gen. 43:32; Ex. 8:26

Spiritist practices … Deut. 18:9–12

Heathen idolatry … Deut. 7:25, 26

Child-sacrifice … Deut. 12:31

Pagan gods … 2 Kin. 23:13

B. Applied to perverse sexual relations:

Unnatural acts … Lev. 18:19–29

Wrong clothing … Deut. 22:5

Prostitution and sodomy … Deut. 23:17, 18

Reclaiming a defiled woman … Deut. 24:4

Racial intermarriage … Ezra 9:1–14

C. In ceremonial matters, applied to:

Unclean animals … Lev. 11:10–23, 41–43

Deformed animals … Deut. 17:1

Heathen practices in God’s house … 2 Chr. 36:14

D. Sinfulness of, seen in:

Being enticed … 1 Kin. 11:5, 7

Delighting in … Is. 66:3

Rejecting admonitions against … Jer. 44:4, 5

Polluting God’s house … Jer. 7:30

Being defiled … Ezek. 20:7, 30–32

E. Judgments upon, manifested in:

Stoning to death … Deut. 17:2–5

Destroying a city … Deut. 13:13–17

Diminishing of, by God’s vengeance … Ezek. 5:11–13

Experiencing God’s fury … Ezek. 20:7, 8

F. Things especially classed as:

Silver or gold from graven images … Deut. 7:25

Perverse man … Prov. 3:32

Seven sins … Prov. 6:16–19

False balance … Prov. 11:1

Lying lips … Prov. 12:22

Sacrifices of the wicked … Prov. 15:8, 9

Proud in heart … Prov. 16:5

Justifying the wicked … Prov. 17:15

Scoffer … Prov. 24:9

Prayer of one who turns away his ear … Prov. 28:9

False worship … Is. 1:13

Scant measures … Mic. 6:10

Self-righteousness … Luke 16:15

Abomination of desolation

Predicted by Daniel … Dan. 9:27; 11:31; 12:11

Cited by Christ … Matt. 24:15

Abortion—accidental or planned miscarriage

Laws concerning … Ex. 21:22–25

Pronounced as a judgment … Hos. 9:14

Sought to relieve misery … Job 3:16

Of animals, by thunder … Ps. 29:9

Figurative of abrupt conversion … 1 Cor. 15:8

Abound—to increase greatly

A. Of good things:

God’s grace … Rom. 5:15, 20

Hope … Rom. 15:13

God’s work … 1 Cor. 15:58

Suffering of Christ … 2 Cor. 1:5

Joy in suffering … 2 Cor. 8:2

Gracious works … 2 Cor. 8:7

Good works … 2 Cor. 9:8

Love … Phil. 1:9

Fruitfulness … Phil. 4:17, 18

Faith … Col. 2:7

Pleasing God … 1 Thess. 4:1

Christian qualities … 2 Pet. 1:5–8

Blessings … Prov. 28:20

B. Source of, in good things:

From God … 2 Cor. 9:8

From Christian generosity … 2 Cor. 8:2, 3

Faithfulness … Prov. 28:20

Generosity … Phil. 4:14–18

C. Of evil things:

Transgressions … Prov. 29:22

Lawlessness … Matt. 24:12

Increasing sins … Rom. 5:20

Abraham—the father of a multitude

A. Ancestry and family:

Descendant of Shem … 1 Chr. 1:24–27

Son of Terah … Gen. 11:26

First named Abram … Gen. 11:27

A native of Ur … Gen. 11:28, 31

Pagan ancestors … Josh. 24:2

Weds Sarai … Gen. 11:29

B. Wanderings of:

Goes to Haran … Gen. 11:31

Receives God’s call … Gen. 12:1–3; Acts 7:2–4

Prompted by faith … Heb. 11:8

Enters Canaan … Gen. 12:4–6

Canaan promised to, by God … Gen. 12:1, 7

Pitched his tent near Bethel … Gen. 12:8

Famine sends him to Egypt … Gen. 12:10

Calls Sarai his sister … Gen. 12:11–20

Returns to Canaan enriched … Gen. 13:1–5

Chooses Hebron rather than strife … Gen. 13:6–12

C. Testing and victory of:

Separates from Lot … Gen. 13:8–12

Rescues captured Lot … Gen. 14:14–16

Receives Melchizedek’s blessing … Gen. 14:18–20

Covenant renewed; a son promised to … Gen. 15:1–21

Justified by faith … Gen. 15:6; Rom. 4:3

Takes Hagar as concubine … Gen. 16:1–4

Ishmael born … Gen. 16:5–16

Covenant renewed; named Abraham … Gen. 17:1–8

Household of, circumcised … Gen. 17:9–14, 23–27

Promised a son … Gen. 17:15–19

Covenant in Isaac, not Ishmael … Gen. 17:20–22; Gal. 4:22–31

Receives messengers … Gen. 18:1–15

Intercedes concerning Sodom … Gen. 18:16–33

Witnesses Sodom’s doom … Gen. 19:27, 28

His intercession saves Lot … Gen. 19:29

Sojourns at Gerar; deceives Abimelech … Gen. 20:1–18

Isaac born to, and circumcised … Gen. 21:1–8

Sends Hagar and Ishmael away … Gen. 21:9–21

Makes covenant with Abimelech … Gen. 21:22–34

Testing of, in offering Isaac … Gen. 22:1–19

Receives news about Nahor … Gen. 22:20–24

Buys burial place for Sarah … Gen. 23:1–20

Obtains wife for Isaac … Gen. 24:1–67

Marries Keturah; fathers other children; dies … Gen. 25:1–10

D. Characteristics of:

Friend of God … 2 Chr. 20:7

Obedient … Gen. 22:1–18

Giving … Gen. 14:20; Heb. 7:1, 2, 4

Generous … Gen. 13:8, 9

Courageous … Gen. 14:13–16

Independent … Gen. 14:21–23

Man of prayer … Gen. 18:23–33

Man of faith … Gen. 15:6

Rich man … Gen. 13:2

Mighty prince … Gen. 23:5, 6

Good provider … Gen. 25:5, 6

E. References to, in the New Testament:

Ancestor of Jesus … Matt. 1:1

In the line of faith … Heb. 11:8–10

Christ the true Seed of … Gal. 3:16

Foresees Christ’s day … John 8:56

Hears the gospel preached … Gal. 3:8

Justified by faith … Rom. 4:1–12

Faith of, seen in works … James 2:21–23

Father of true believers … Matt. 8:11; Rom. 4:11–25; Gal. 3:7, 29

Sees the eternal city … Heb. 11:8–10, 13–16

Covenant with, still valid … Luke 1:73; Acts 3:25

Sons of, illustrate covenants … Gal. 4:22–31

Tithing of, has deeper meaning … Heb. 7:9, 10

Headship of, in marriage … 1 Pet. 3:5–7

Eternal home of, in heaven … Luke 16:19–25

Abraham’s bosom

Expressive of heavenly status … Luke 16:22, 23

Abram (see Abraham)

Abronah—passage

Israelite encampment … Num. 33:34

Absalom—the father of peace

Son of David … 2 Sam. 3:3

A handsome man … 2 Sam. 14:25

Receives Tamar after her rape by Amnon … 2 Sam. 13:20

Slays Amnon for raping Tamar … 2 Sam. 13:22–33

Flees from David … 2 Sam. 13:34–39

Returns through Joab’s intrigue … 2 Sam. 14:1–24

Fathers children … 2 Sam. 14:27

Reconciled to David … 2 Sam. 14:28–33

Alienates the people from David … 2 Sam. 15:1–6

Conspires against David … 2 Sam. 15:7–12

Forces David from Jerusalem … 2 Sam. 15:13–29

Receives Hushai … 2 Sam. 15:31–37

Hears Ahithophel’s counsel … 2 Sam. 16:20–23

Prefers Hushai’s counsel … 2 Sam. 17:5–14

Strategy of, revealed to David … 2 Sam. 17:15–22

Masses his army against David … 2 Sam. 17:24–26

Caught and slain by Joab … 2 Sam. 18:9–18

Death of, brings sorrow to David … 2 Sam. 18:19–33

Joab rebukes David for mourning over … 2 Sam. 19:1–8

Death of, unites Israel again to David … 2 Sam. 19:9–15

Absence

A. Of physical relations:

A child from its father … Gen. 37:32–35

Israel’s ark … 1 Sam. 4:21, 22

Israel from her land … 2 Chr. 36:17–21

Believers from one another … Phil. 1:25–27

Believers from Christ … 2 Cor. 5:6–9

B. Of God’s Spirit as:

Judgment on the world … Gen. 6:3

Judgment on an individual … 1 Sam. 16:14

Unable to flee … Ps. 139:7–12

C. Of graces:

Holy Spirit … Jude 19

Faith … 2 Thess. 3:2

Love … 2 Tim. 3:2

Holiness … Rev. 22:11

Righteousness … Rev. 22:11

Absenteeism—habitual absence from

Work, condemned … 2 Thess. 3:6–14

Church, rebuked … Heb. 10:25

Abstain—to refrain from

A. From moral evil:

Vindictiveness … 2 Sam. 16:5–14

Idolatry … Acts 15:20, 29

Sexual immorality … Acts 15:20

Sexual sins … 1 Thess. 4:3

Fleshly lusts … 1 Pet. 2:11

Every form of evil … 1 Thess. 5:22

B. From things:

Food … 2 Sam. 12:16, 23

Married relations … Ex. 19:15; 1 Cor. 7:5

Meats … Rom. 14:1–23; 1 Cor. 8:1–13

C. From unauthorized commands:

Forbidding to marry … 1 Tim. 4:3

Requiring man-made ceremonies … Col. 2:20–23

Abstaining from foods … 1 Tim. 4:3

Abstinence—to refrain from

Blood … Acts 15:20

Evil … 1 Thess. 5:22

Eating … Acts 27:21

Sexual immorality … Acts 15:20; 1 Thess. 4:3

Idolatry … Acts 15:20

Intoxicants … Prov. 23:31

Lust … 1 Pet. 2:11

Things offered to idols … Acts 15:29

Meats contaminated … Acts 15:20

Abstinence—to refrain from strong drink

A. Required of:

Priests … Lev. 10:9

Kings … Prov. 31:4

Nazirites … Num. 6:1–4

B. Failure of, a cause of:

Sudden death … 1 Sam. 25:36–38

Delirium tremens … Prov. 23:31–35

Insensibility to justice … Is. 5:11, 12, 22, 23

Error in judgment … Is. 28:7

Moral callousness … Is. 56:12

Revelry … Dan. 5:2–4

Debauchery … Hab. 2:15, 16

A weaker brother’s stumble … Rom. 14:20, 21

Excess … Eph. 5:18

C. Examples of:

Manoah’s wife … Judg. 13:3, 4, 7

Samson … Judg. 16:17

Hannah … 1 Sam. 1:15

Rechabites … Jer. 35:1–19

Daniel … Dan. 1:8

John the Baptist … Luke 1:13–15

Abundance—plentiful supply

A. Of material things:

Spices … 1 Kin. 10:10

Rain … 1 Kin. 18:41

Metals … 1 Chr. 22:3, 14

Trees … 1 Chr. 22:4; Neh. 9:25

Sacrifices … 1 Chr. 29:21

Camels … 2 Chr. 14:15

Great numbers … 2 Chr. 15:9

Flocks and herds … 2 Chr. 18:2; 2 Chr. 32:29

Money … 2 Chr. 24:11

Weapons … 2 Chr. 32:5

Riches … Ps. 52:7

Milk … Is. 7:22

Wine … Is. 56:12

Horses … Ezek. 26:10

Labors … 2 Cor. 11:23

B. Of God’s spiritual blessings:

Goodness … Ex. 34:6

Pardon … Is. 55:7

Peace and truth … Jer. 33:6

Answers to our prayers … Eph. 3:20

Grace … 1 Tim. 1:14

Mercy … 1 Pet. 1:3

C. Of spiritual things:

Predicted for gospel times … Is. 35:2

Realized in the Messiah … Ps. 72:7

Given to the gentle … Ps. 37:11

Through Christ … Rom. 5:17, 18, 20

By grace … Eph. 1:3–6

D. Of good things for Christians:

Greater usefulness … Matt. 13:11–13

Greater reward … Matt. 25:29

Spiritual life … John 10:10

Grace … Rom. 5:17

Christian service … 1 Cor. 15:10

Joy … 2 Cor. 8:2

Abundance—continued

Thanksgiving … 2 Cor. 4:15; 2 Cor. 9:12

Rejoicing … Phil. 1:26

Holy Spirit … Titus 3:5, 6

Entrance in God’s kingdom … 2 Pet. 1:11

E. Of undesirable things:

Witchcraft … Is. 47:9

Idleness … Ezek. 16:49

F. Characteristics of:

Given to the obedient … Lev. 26:3–13

Useful in God’s work … 2 Chr. 24:11

Cannot satisfy fully … Eccl. 5:10–12

Not to be trusted … Ps. 52:7

Subject to conditions … Mal. 3:10–12; Matt. 6:32, 33

Can be taken away … Luke 12:13–21

Not a sign of real worth … Luke 12:15

G. Obtained by:

Putting away sin … 2 Chr. 15:8, 9

Following God’s commands … 2 Chr. 17:3–5

Given by God … Job 36:31

Through Christ … John 10:10

Abuse—application to a wrong purpose

A. Of physical things:

Sexual perversions … Gen. 19:5–9, 31–38

Torture … Judg. 16:21

B. Of spiritual things:

Misuse of authority … Num. 20:10–13; 1 Cor. 9:18

Using the world wrongly … 1 Cor. 7:31

Perverting the truth … 2 Pet. 2:10–22

Corrupting … 1 Sam. 2:12–17

God’s ordinances … 1 Cor. 11:17–22

C. Manifested by:

Unbelieving … Mark 15:29–32

Abyss

Translated:

“Bottomless pit” … Rev. 9:1, 2, 11; Rev. 17:8

Acacia Grove

1. Israel’s last camp before crossing the Jordan … Josh. 3:1

Scene of Baalam’s attempted curse … Num. 22–24

Sin of Baal of Peor here … Num. 25:1–18

Site of Joshua’s commission … Num. 27:12–23

War with Midianites here … Num. 31:1–54

Reuben and Gad receive inheritance here … Num. 32:1–42

Scene of Moses’ final address … Deut. 1–34

Spies sent from … Josh. 2:1

2. Valley blessed by the Lord … Joel 3:18

Acacia wood

Used in:

Making the ark … Ex. 25:10, 13

Table of showbread … Ex. 37:10

Altar of incense … Ex. 30:1

Altar of burnt offering … Ex. 38:1, 6

Tabernacle boards … Ex. 26:15–37

Accad—a city in the land of Shinar

One of the towns in Nimrod’s kingdom … Gen. 10:10

Acceptance—the reception of one’s person or service

A. Objects of, before God:

Righteousness and justice … Prov. 21:3

Our words and meditations … Ps. 19:14

Our dedication … Rom. 12:1, 2

Service … Rom. 14:18

Giving … Rom. 15:16, 27

Offerings … Phil. 4:18

Intercession … 1 Tim. 2:1–3

Helping parents … 1 Tim. 5:4

Spiritual sacrifices … 1 Pet. 2:5

B. Qualifications of, seen in:

Coming at God’s time … Is. 49:8; 2 Cor. 6:2

Meeting God’s requirements … Job 42:8, 9

Receiving divine sign … Judg. 6:9–21

Noting God’s response … 1 Sam. 7:8–10; John 12:28–30

Responding to God’s renewal … Ezek. 20:40–44

Manifesting spiritual rectitude … Mic. 6:6–8

C. Persons disqualified for, such as:

Blemished sacrifices … Mal. 1:8, 10, 13

Those who swear deceitfully … Ps. 24:3–6

Access to God

A. By means of:

Christ … John 14:6

Christ’s blood … Eph. 2:13

Holy Spirit … Eph. 2:18

Faith … Rom. 5:2

Clean hands … Ps. 24:3–5

God’s grace … Eph. 1:6

Prayer … Matt. 6:6

B. Characteristics of:

On God’s choosing … Ps. 65:4

Sinners commanded to seek … Is. 55:6, 7; James 4:8

With confidence … Heb. 4:16

Boldness … Eph. 3:12

Results from reconciliation … Col. 1:21, 22

Open to Gentiles … Acts 14:27

Experienced in Christ’s priesthood … Heb. 7:19–25

Sought by God’s people … Ps. 27:4

Bold in prayer … Heb. 4:16

A blessing to be chosen … Ps. 65:4

Accident—event not foreseen

A. Caused by:

An animal … Num. 22:25

A fall … 2 Sam. 4:4

B. Explanation of:

Known to God … Deut. 29:29; Prov. 16:9, 33

Misunderstood by people … Luke 13:4, 5

Subject to God’s providence … Rom. 8:28

Acco—a seaport 8 miles north of Mt. Carmel (modern Acre)

Assigned to Asher … Judg. 1:31

Called Ptolemais in the New Testament … Acts 21:7

Accommodation—adaptation caused by human limitations

A. Physically, caused by:

Age … Gen. 33:13–15

Strength and size … 1 Sam. 17:38–40

Inability to repay … Luke 7:41, 42

B. Spiritually, caused by:

Humankind’s blindness … Matt. 13:10–14

Absence of the Spirit … John 16:12, 13

Carnality … 1 Cor. 3:1, 2

Spiritual immaturity … Rom. 14:1–23

Humankind’s present limitations … 1 Cor. 2:7–16

Degrees of light … Heb. 9:7–15

Accomplish—to fulfill

A. Of God’s Word concerning:

Judah’s captivity … Dan. 9:2

Judah’s return … 2 Chr. 36:22, 23

God’s sovereign plan … Is. 55:11

Christ’s suffering … Luke 18:31

Christ’s death … John 19:28–30

B. Of human things:

Food … 1 Kin. 5:9

Accord—united agreement

A. Descriptive of:

A spontaneous response … Acts 12:10

United in spirit … Acts 12:20

Voluntary action … 2 Cor. 8:17

Single-mindedness … Josh. 9:2

Spiritual unity … Acts 1:14

B. Manifested in:

Fellowship … Acts 2:46

Prayer … Acts 4:24

Opposition … Acts 7:57

Response … Acts 8:6

Decisions … Acts 15:25

Mind … Phil. 2:2

Accountability—responsibility for own acts

A. Kinds of:

Universal … Rom. 14:12

Personal … 2 Sam. 12:1–15

Personal and family … Josh. 7:1–26

Personal and national … 2 Sam. 24:1–17

Delayed but exacted … 2 Sam. 21:1–14

Final … Rom. 2:1–12

B. Determined by:

Federal headship … Gen. 3:1–24; Rom. 5:12–21

Personal responsibility … Ezek. 18:1–32

Faithfulness … Matt. 25:14–30

Knowledge … Luke 12:47, 48

Conscience … Rom. 2:12–16

Greater light … Rom. 2:17–29

Maturity of judgment … 1 Cor. 8:1–13

Accursed—under a curse; doomed

A. Caused by:

Hanging on a tree … Deut. 21:23

Sin among God’s people … Josh. 7:12

Possessing a banned thing … Josh. 6:18

Preaching contrary to the gospel … Gal. 1:8, 9

Blaspheming Christ … 1 Cor. 12:3

B. Objects of being:

A city … Josh. 6:17

A forbidden thing … Josh. 22:20

An elderly sinner … Is. 65:20

Christ haters or nonbelievers … 1 Cor. 16:22

Paul (for the sake of Israel) … Rom. 9:3

Accusations—to charge; speak against

A. Kinds of:

Pagan … Dan. 3:8

Personal … Dan. 6:24

Public … John 18:29

B. Sources of, in:

The devil … Job 1:6–12; Rev. 12:9, 10

Enemies … Ezra 4:6

Hearer’s conscience … John 8:9

God’s Word … John 5:45

Hypocritical … John 8:6, 10, 11

The last days … 2 Tim. 3:1, 3

Apostates … 2 Pet. 2:10, 11

C. Forbidden:

Against servants … Prov. 30:10

False … Luke 3:14

Among slanderers … Titus 2:3

D. False, examples of, against:

Jacob … Gen. 31:26–30

Joseph … Gen. 39:10–21

Ahimelech … 1 Sam. 22:11–16

David … 2 Sam. 10:3

Job … Job 2:3–5

Jeremiah … Jer. 26:8–11

Amos … Amos 7:10, 11

Joshua … Zech. 3:1–5

Christ … Matt. 26:59–66

Stephen … Acts 6:11–14

Paul and Silas … Acts 16:19–21

Paul … Acts 21:27–29

Christians … 1 Pet. 2:12

Achaia—a region of Greece

Visited by Paul … Acts 18:1, 12

Gallio proconsul … Acts 18:12

Apollos preaches in … Acts 18:24–28

Christians of, very generous … Rom. 15:26

Saints in all of … 2 Cor. 1:1

Paul commends Christians of … 2 Cor. 11:10

Gospel proclaimed throughout … 1 Thess. 1:7, 8

Achaicus—belonging to Achaia

A Corinthian Christian who visited Paul … 1 Cor. 16:17, 18

Achan, Achar—trouble

A son of Carmi … Josh. 7:1

Sin of, caused Israel’s defeat … Josh. 7:1–15

Stoned to death … Josh. 7:16–25

Sin of, recalled … Josh. 22:20

Called Achar … 1 Chr. 2:7

Achbor—mouse

1. Father of Edomite king … Gen. 36:36, 38

2. A courtier under Josiah … 2 Kin. 22:12, 14

Called Abdon … 2 Chr. 34:20

Achim—short form of Jehoiachim

Ancestor of Jesus … Matt. 1:14

Achish—serpent charmer

A king of Gath … 1 Sam. 21:10–15

David seeks refuge … 1 Sam. 27:1–12

Forced to expel David by Philistine lords … 1 Sam. 29:1–11

Receives Shimei’s servants … 1 Kin. 2:39, 40

Achmetha—capital of Media (same as Ecbatana)

Site of Persian archives … Ezra 6:2

Achor, Valley of—trouble

Site of Achan’s stoning … Josh. 7:24–26

On Judah’s boundary … Josh. 15:7

Promises concerning … Is. 65:10

Achsah—anklet

A daughter of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:49

Given to Othniel … Josh. 15:16–19

Given springs of water … Judg. 1:12–15

Achshaph—dedicated

A royal city of Canaan … Josh. 11:1

Captured by Joshua … Josh. 12:7, 20

Assigned to Asher … Josh. 19:24, 25

Achzib—a lie

1. City of Judah … Josh. 15:44

Also called Chezib … Gen. 38:5

2. Town of Asher … Josh. 19:29

Acknowledge—to recognize

A. Evil objects of:

Sin … Ps. 32:5

Transgressions … Ps. 51:3

Iniquity … Jer. 3:13

Wickedness … Jer. 14:20

B. Good objects of:

God … Prov. 3:6

God’s might … Is. 33:13

God’s people … Is. 61:9

God’s mystery … Col. 2:2

God’s truth … 2 Tim. 2:25

The apostles … 1 Cor. 14:37

Christian leaders … 1 Cor. 16:18

Acquaintance—personal knowledge

With God, gives peace … Job 22:21

Of God, with human ways … Ps. 139:3

Acquaintances

Deserted by … Ps. 31:11

Made an abomination … Ps. 88:8, 18

Jesus sought among … Luke 2:44

Stand afar off from Christ … Luke 23:49

Acquit—to declare to be innocent; pardon

Not possible with the wicked … Nah. 1:3

Sought by the righteous … Job 7:21

Difficulty of obtaining … Job 9:28–31

Acre—a land measurement

Plowing of, by a yoke of oxen … 1 Sam. 14:14

Descriptive of barrenness … Is. 5:10

Acrostic

A literary device using the Hebrew alphabet; illustrated best in (Hebrew) … Ps. 119:1–176

Acts of the Apostles—a book of the New Testament

Written by Luke … Luke 1:1–4; Acts 1:1, 2

Parts of, written by eyewitness … Acts 27:1, 2

Adadah—holiday

A city of Judah … Josh. 15:22

Adah—ornament

1. One of Lamech’s wives … Gen. 4:19

2. One of Esau’s wives … Gen. 36:2, 4, 10, 12

Also called Basemath … Gen. 26:34

Adaiah—Yahweh has adorned

1. The maternal grandfather of Josiah … 2 Kin. 22:1

2. A Levite … 1 Chr. 6:41

3. Son of Shimhi … 1 Chr. 8:21

Called Shema … 1 Chr. 8:13

4. Aaronite priest … 1 Chr. 9:10–12

5. The father of Maaseiah … 2 Chr. 23:1

6. A son of Bani … Ezra 10:29

7. Another of a different family of Bani … Ezra 10:34, 39

8. A descendant of Judah … Neh. 11:4, 5

Adalia

Haman’s son … Esth. 9:8, 10

Adam—red earth

A. Creation of:

In God’s image … Gen. 1:26, 27 

By God’s breath … Gen. 2:7 

A living soul … 1 Cor. 15:45





From dust … Gen. 2:7 

Before Eve … 1 Tim. 2:13

Upright … Eccl. 7:29

Intelligent being … Gen. 2:19, 20 

Adam—continued

B. Position of, first:

Worker … Gen. 2:8, 15 

To receive God’s law … Gen. 2:16, 17 

Husband … Gen. 2:18–25 

Man to sin … Gen. 3:6–12 

To receive promise of the Messiah … Gen. 3:15

Father … Gen. 4:1

Head of race … Rom. 5:12–14

C. Sin of:

Instigated by Satan … Gen. 3:1–5 

Prompted by Eve … Gen. 3:6 

Done knowingly … 1 Tim. 2:14

Resulted in broken fellowship … Gen. 3:8

Brought God’s curse … Gen. 3:14–19

D. Descendants of, are all:

Sinners … Rom. 5:12

Subject to death … Rom. 5:12–14

Scattered over the earth … Deut. 32:8

In need of salvation … John 3:16

Adam—a city near Zaretan

Site of backing up Jordan’s waters to let Israel pass over … Josh. 3:16

Adamah—red ground

City of Naphtali … Josh. 19:35, 36

Adami Nekeb—earthy

In Naphtali … Josh. 19:33

Adam, Last—an attribution of Christ

Prefigured in Adam … Rom. 5:14

Gift of, abound to many … Rom. 5:15

A life-giving spirit … 1 Cor. 15:20–24, ; 45

Spiritual and heavenly … 1 Cor. 15:46–48

Adar—dark or cloudy

A town of Judah … Josh. 15:1, 3

Adar—the twelfth month of the Hebrew year

Date set by Haman for massacre of Jews … Esth. 3:7, 13

Date adopted for Purim … Esth. 9:19, 21, 26–28

Date of completion of temple … Ezra 6:15

Adbeel—disciplined of God

A son of Ishmael … Gen. 25:13

Add—to increase the sum of

A. Of material things:

Another child … Gen. 30:24

A population … 2 Sam. 24:3

Heavy burdens … 1 Kin. 12:11, 14

Years to life … Prov. 3:2

Kingly majesty … Dan. 4:36

Stature … Matt. 6:27

B. Of good things:

No sorrow … Prov. 10:22

Inspired words … Jer. 36:32

Learning … Prov. 16:23

Spiritual blessings … Matt. 6:33

Converts to Christ … Acts 2:41, 47

A covenant … Gal. 3:15

The Law … Gal. 3:19

C. Of evil things:

Additions to God’s Word … Deut. 4:2

National sins … 1 Sam. 12:19

Iniquity … Ps. 69:27

Sin to sin … Is. 30:1

Grief to sorrow … Jer. 45:3

Personal sin … Luke 3:19, 20

Afflictions … Phil. 1:16

Addan—strong

A place in Babylonia whose returnees fail to prove Israelite ancestry … Ezra 2:59

Addar—wide, open place

A Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:3

Also called Ard … Num. 26:40

Addi—my witness

Ancestor of Jesus … Luke 3:23, 28

Additions to the church

A. Manner and number of:

“The Lord added” … Acts 2:47

“Believers … added to the Lord” … Acts 5:14

“Disciples … multiplied” … Acts 6:1

“A great many of the priests” … Acts 6:7

“Churches … were multiplied” … Acts 9:31

“A great number believed” … Acts 11:21

“Many people were added” … Acts 11:24

“Churches … increased in number” … Acts 16:5

B. By means of:

Word preached … Acts 2:14–41

The Spirit’s convicting power … John 16:7–11

The gospel as God’s power … Rom. 1:16

Responding faith … Acts 14:1

Addon (see Addan)

Address—a public message

A. In Old Testament:

Moses’ expository … Deut. 1:1–4:40

Moses’ second … Deut. 4:44–26:19

Moses’ third … Deut. 27:1–30:20

Moses’ fourth … Deut. 32:1–43

Moses’ final … Deut. 33:1–29

Joshua’s exhortation … Josh. 23:2–16

Joshua’s farewell … Josh. 24:1–25

Solomon’s to God … 1 Kin. 3:6–9

Ezra’s expository … Neh. 8:1–8

Jeremiah’s temple sermon … Jer. 7:1–10:25

B. Of Paul:

First … Acts 9:20–22

Second … Acts 13:16–41

To Peter … Gal. 2:14–21

To women … Acts 16:13

With Silas … Acts 16:29–32

At Athens … Acts 17:22–31

At Troas … Acts 20:6, 7

To elders … Acts 20:17–35

To the crowd … Acts 22:1–21

Before Felix … Acts 24:10–21

Before Agrippa … Acts 26:1–29

On the ship … Acts 27:21–26

Final recorded … Acts 28:25–28

C. Of Peter:

In upper room … Acts 1:13–22

Pentecost … Acts 2:14–40

At temple … Acts 3:12–26

Before Sanhedrin … Acts 4:8–12, 19, 20

In house of Cornelius … Acts 10:34–43

At Jerusalem council … Acts 15:7–11

D. Of Others:

Gamaliel … Acts 5:34–39

Stephen … Acts 7:2–60

Herod … Acts 12:21, 22

James … Acts 15:13–21

Tertullus … Acts 24:1–8

Adiel—ornament of God

1. A Simeonite prince … 1 Chr. 4:24, 36

2. Aaronite priest … 1 Chr. 9:12, 13

3. Father of Azmaveth … 1 Chr. 27:25

Adin—effeminate

1. A man whose descendants return with Zerubbabel … Ezra 2:2, 15

2. A man whose descendants return with Ezra … Ezra 8:1, 6

3. Sealer of the covenant … Neh. 10:1, 16

Adina—delicate

A Reubenite captain under David … 1 Chr. 11:42

Adino—slender

Sound doctrine … Titus 2:1–6

A mighty man under David … 2 Sam. 23:8

Compare parallel passage in … 1 Chr. 11:11

Adithaim—double ornaments

A city of Judah … Josh. 15:21, 36

Adjuration—earnest advising; to charge as if under an oath

Joshua’s, to Jericho … Josh. 6:26

Saul’s, to those breaking a fast … 1 Sam. 14:24–28

Ahab’s, to the prophet Micaiah … 1 Kin. 22:16

Caiaphas’s, by God … Matt. 26:63

Demon’s, by God … Mark 5:7

Exorcists’, by Jesus … Acts 19:13

Paul’s charge, by the Lord … 1 Thess. 5:27

Adlai—Yahweh is just

Father of Shaphat … 1 Chr. 27:29

Admah—red earth

A city near Sodom … Gen. 10:19

Joins other cities against Chedorlaomer … Gen. 14:1–4, 8

Destroyed with Sodom and Gomorrah … Gen. 19:24–28

Admatha—God-given

One of Ahasuerus’s chamberlains … Esth. 1:13–15

Administer—serve; execute; manage

Applied to:

Judgment … 1 Kin. 3:28

Vengeance … Jer. 21:12

Justice … 2 Sam. 8:15

Administration—the management or disposition of affairs

Of gifts to Jerusalem saints … 2 Cor. 8:19, 20

Of spiritual gifts … 1 Cor. 12:5; 2 Cor. 9:12

Admiration—exceptional esteem

Reserved for saints … 2 Thess. 1:10

Flattering, shown by false teachers … Jude 16

Admonition—wise words spoken against evil acts; warning

A. Performed by:

God … Heb. 8:5

Earthly fathers … Eph. 6:4

Leaders … 1 Thess. 5:12

Christians … Rom. 15:14

B. Directed against:

A remnant … Jer. 42:19

Elders … Acts 20:28–35

Those who will not work … 2 Thess. 3:10, 15

Divisive individual … Titus 3:10

C. Sources of in:

Scriptures … 1 Cor. 10:11

Wise words … Eccl. 12:11, 12

Spiritual knowledge … Col. 3:16

Adna—pleasure

1. One who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:18, 30

2. Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:12, 15

Adnah—pleasure

1. Captain of Saul … 1 Chr. 12:20

2. Chief captain of Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 17:14

Adonai—Lord

The Hebrew title for God (translated “Lord”) expressing lordship (found in the following five compound words)

Adoni-Bezek—lord of Bezek

A king of Bezek … Judg. 1:3–7

Adonijah—my Lord is Yahweh

1. David’s fourth son … 2 Sam. 3:2, 4

Attempts to usurp throne … 1 Kin. 1:5–53

Desires Abishag as wife … 1 Kin. 2:13–18

Executed by Solomon … 1 Kin. 2:19–25

2. A teacher … 2 Chr. 17:8, 9

3. A Jew who signed the document … Neh. 9:38; 10:16

Probably the same as Adonikam in … Ezra 2:13

Adonikam—my Lord has risen

Descendants of, return from exile … Ezra 2:13

Adoniram, Adoram—my Lord is exalted

A son of Abda … 1 Kin. 4:6

Official under … 

David, Solomon, and Rehoboam … 2 Sam. 20:24; 1 Kin. 5:14; 1 Kin. 12:18

Stoned by angry Israelites … 1 Kin. 12:18

Called Hadoram … 2 Chr. 10:18

Adoni-Zedek—my Lord is righteous

An Amorite king of Jerusalem … Josh. 10:1–5

Defeated and slain by Joshua … Josh. 10:6–27

Adoption—the legal act of investing with sonship

A. Used naturally of:

Eliezer under Abraham … Gen. 15:2–4

Joseph’s sons under Jacob … Gen. 48:5, 14, 16

Moses under Pharaoh’s daughter … Ex. 2:10; Acts 7:21

Esther under Mordecai … Esth. 2:7

B. Used spiritually of Israel as:

Elected by God … Deut. 14:1, 2; Rom. 11:1–32

Blessed by God … Rom. 9:4

Realized in history … Ex. 4:22, 23

C. Used spiritually of the Gentiles as:

Predicted in the prophets … Is. 65:1

Confirmed by faith … Rom. 10:20

Realized in the new covenant … Eph. 2:12; Eph. 3:1–6

D. The time of:

Past, predestined to … Rom. 8:29

Present, regarded as sons … John 1:12, 13; John 3:1–11

Future, glorified as sons … Rom. 8:19, 23; 1 John 3:2

E. The source of:

By God’s grace … Rom. 4:16, 17

By faith … Gal. 3:7, 26

Through Christ … Gal. 4:4, 5

F. Assurances of, by:

Spirit’s witness … Rom. 8:16

Spirit’s leading … Rom. 8:14

“Abba, Father” … Rom. 8:15

Changed life … 1 John 3:9–17

Father’s chastening … Prov. 3:11, 12; Heb. 12:5–11

G. The blessings of:

A new nature … 2 Cor. 5:17

A new name … Is. 62:2, 12; Rev. 3:12

Access to God … Eph. 2:18

Fatherly love … 1 John 3:1

Help in prayer … Matt. 6:5–15

Spiritual unity … John 17:11, 21; Eph. 2:18–22

A glorious inheritance … John 14:1–3; Rom. 8:17, 18

Adoraim—double honor

A city fortified by Rehoboam … 2 Chr. 11:5, 9

Adoram (see Adoniram)

Adoration—reverential praise

A. Rendered falsely to:

Idols … Is. 44:15, 17, 19

An image … Dan. 3:5–7

Heavenly hosts … 2 Kin. 17:16

Satan … Luke 4:6–8

People … Acts 10:25, 26

Angels … Col. 2:18, 23

B. Rendered properly to God:

Illustrated … Is. 6:1–5

Taught … Ps. 95–100

Proclaimed … Rev. 4:8–11

C. Rendered properly to Christ as God by:

Wise men … Matt. 2:1, 11

Leper … Matt. 8:2

Ruler … Matt. 9:18

Disciples … Matt. 14:22, 33

Woman … Matt. 15:25

Mother … Matt. 20:20

Blind man … John 9:1, 38

Every creature … Phil. 2:10, 11

See Worship

Adornment

A. Used literally of:

A harlot … Rev. 17:3, 4

A woman … Is. 3:16–24; 1 Tim. 2:9

A building … Luke 21:5

A bride … Rev. 21:2

B. Used spiritually of:

Believer as justified … Is. 61:10

Believer as sanctified … Titus 2:10

Israel restored … Jer. 31:4

Saintly woman … 1 Tim. 2:9

C. Guidelines for:

In modesty … 1 Tim. 2:9

Not external … 1 Pet. 3:3–5

Adrammelech—Adar is king

1. A god worshiped by the Samaritans … 2 Kin. 17:31

2. Killed Sennacherib … 2 Kin. 19:36, 37; Is. 37:38

Adramyttium—a seaport of Mysia in Asia Minor

Travels of Paul … Acts 27:2–6

Adriatic Sea

A part or the whole of the Adriatic Sea named after Adria, a city of Italy … Acts 27:27

Adriel—my help is God

Marries Saul’s eldest daughter … 1 Sam. 18:19

Sons of, slain to atone Saul’s crime … 2 Sam. 21:8, 9

Adullam—refuge

A town of Canaan … Gen. 38:1, 12, 20

Conquered by Joshua … Josh. 12:7, 15

Adullam—continued

Assigned to Judah … Josh. 15:20, 35

Fortified by Rehoboam … 2 Chr. 11:5–7

Symbol of Israel’s glory … Mic. 1:15

Reoccupied … Neh. 11:25, 30

David seeks refuge in caves of … 1 Sam. 22:1, 2

Exploits of mighty men while there … 2 Sam. 23:13–17

Adullamite—a citizen of Adullam

Judah’s friend … Gen. 38:1, 12, 20

Adulterer—a man who commits adultery

Punishment of … Lev. 20:10

Waits for the twilight … Job 24:15

Offspring of … Is. 57:3

Land is full of … Jer. 23:10

Shall not inherit the kingdom of God … 1 Cor. 6:9

God will judge … Heb. 13:4

Examples of:

Judah … Gen. 38:15–18

David … 2 Sam. 11:2–5

Herod … Matt. 14:3, 4

Adulteress—a woman guilty of adultery; seductress

A. Sin of:

Punished by death … Lev. 20:10

Ensnares the simple … Prov. 7:6–23

Brings a man to poverty … Prov. 6:26

Leads to death … Prov. 2:16–19

Increases transgressors … Prov. 23:27, 28

Defined by Christ … Matt. 5:32

Forgiven by Christ … John 8:1–11

Mentioned by Paul … Rom. 7:3

B. Examples of:

Tamar … Gen. 38:13–24

Potiphar’s wife (attempted) … Gen. 39:7–20

Midianite women … Num. 25:6–8

Rahab … Josh. 2:1

Bathsheba … 2 Sam. 11:4, 5

Herodias … Matt. 14:3, 4

Unnamed woman … John 8:1–11

See Harlot

Adultery—sexual intercourse outside marriage

A. Defined:

In God’s Law … Ex. 20:14

By Christ … Matt. 5:28, 32

In mental attitude … Matt. 5:28

As a work of the flesh … Gal. 5:19

B. Sin of:

Breaks God’s Law … Deut. 5:18

Punishable by death … Lev. 20:10–12

Brings death … Prov. 2:18, 19

Makes one poor … Prov. 29:3

Produces moral insensibility … Prov. 30:20; 2 Cor. 12:21

Corrupts a land … Hos. 4:1–3

Justifies divorce … Matt. 19:7–9

Excludes from Christian fellowship … 1 Cor. 5:1–13

Excludes from God’s kingdom … 1 Cor. 6:9, 10

Merits God’s judgments … Heb. 13:4

Ends in hell (Sheol) … Prov. 7:27; Rev. 21:8

C. Forgiveness of, by:

Man … Judg. 19:1–4

Christ … John 8:10, 11

Repentance … 2 Sam. 12:7–14

Regeneration … 1 Cor. 6:9–11

D. Examples of:

Lot … Gen. 19:31–38

Shechem … Gen. 34:2

Judah … Gen. 38:1–24

Eli’s sons … 1 Sam. 2:22

David … 2 Sam. 11:1–5

Amnon … 2 Sam. 13:1–20

The Samaritan woman … John 4:17, 18

Adultery, spiritual

Seen in Israel’s idolatry … Judg. 2:11, 17

Described graphically … Ezek. 16

Symbolized in Hosea’s marriage … Hos. 1:1–3

Figurative of friendship with the world … James 4:4

Figurative of false teaching … Rev. 2:14, 15, 20–22

Adummim—red spots

A hill between Jerusalem and Jericho … Josh. 15:5, 7, 8

The probable site of Good Samaritan parable in … Luke 10:30–37

Advancement—progression

A. Promotion to a higher office:

Moses and Aaron, by the Lord … 1 Sam. 12:6

Promised to Balaam … Num. 22:16, 17

Joseph, by true interpretation … Gen. 41:38–46

Levites, for loyalty … Ex. 32:26–28

Phinehas, by decisive action … Num. 25:7–13

Haman, by intrigue … Esth. 3:1, 2

Mordecai, by ability … Esth. 10:2

Daniel, by fidelity … Dan. 2:48

Deacons, by faithfulness … 1 Tim. 3:10, 13

B. Conditions of, seen in:

Humility … Matt. 18:4

Faithfulness … Matt. 25:14–30

Skilled in work … Prov. 22:29

Service to others … Luke 22:24–30

C. Hindrances to, occasioned by:

Self-glory … Is. 14:12–15; 1 Cor. 4:6–9

 Ezek. 28:11–19

Pride … 1 Pet. 5:5, 6

Advantage—superior circumstance or ability

A. In God’s kingdom, none by:

Birth … Matt. 3:8, 9

Race … Gal. 2:14–16

Position … John 3:1–6

Works … Matt. 5:20

Wealth … Luke 9:25

B. In God’s kingdom, some by:

Industry … 1 Cor. 15:10

Faithfulness … Matt. 25:14–30

Kindred spirit … Phil. 2:19–23

Works … 1 Cor. 3:11–15

Dedication … Rev. 14:1–5

Advent of Christ, the First

A. Announced in the Old Testament by:

Moses … Deut. 18:18, 19

Samuel … Acts 3:24

David … Ps. 40:6–8; Heb. 10:5–8

Prophets … Luke 24:26, 27

B. Prophecies fulfilled by His:

Birth … Is. 7:14; Matt. 1:23

Forerunner … Mal. 3:1, 2; Matt. 3:1–3

Incarnation … Is. 9:6

Time of arrival … Dan. 9:24, 25; Mark 1:15

Rejection … Is. 53:1–4; Rom. 10:16–21

Crucifixion … Ps. 2:1, 2; Acts 4:24–28

Atonement … Is. 53:1–12; 1 Pet. 1:18–21

Resurrection … Ps. 16:8–11; Acts 2:25–31

Priesthood … Ps. 110:4, 5; Heb. 5:5, 6

C. His first coming:

Introduces gospel age … Acts 3:24

Establishes new covenant … Jer. 31:31–34; Heb. 8:6–13

Fulfills prophecy … Luke 24:44, 45

Nullifies the ceremonial system … Heb. 9

Brings Gentiles in … Acts 15:13–18

Advent of Christ, the Second (see Second Coming of Christ)

Advents of Christ, compared

A. First Advent:

Prophesied … Deut. 18:18, 19; Is. 7:14

Came as man … Phil. 2:5–8

Announced … Luke 2:10–14

Time predicted … Dan. 9:25

To save the lost … Matt. 18:11

Subject to government … Matt. 17:24–27

B. Second Advent:

Prophesied … John 14:1–3; 1 Thess. 4:16

Come as God … 1 Thess. 4:16

As a thief … 1 Thess. 5:2

At a time unknown … Matt. 24:36

To judge people … Matt. 25:31–33, 41–46

Source of government … Rev. 20:4–6; Rev. 22:3–5

Adversaries—those who actively oppose

A. Descriptive of:

Satan … 1 Pet. 5:8

Gospel’s enemies … 1 Cor. 16:9

Israel’s enemies … Josh. 5:13

An enemy … Esth. 7:6

A rival … 1 Sam. 1:6

God’s agent … 1 Kin. 11:14, 23

God’s angel … Num. 22:22

B. Believer’s attitude toward:

Pray for … Matt. 5:43, 44

Use God’s weapons against … Luke 21:15

Not to be terrified by … Phil. 1:28

Not to give opportunity to … 1 Tim. 5:14

Remember God’s judgment on … Heb. 10:27

Adversity—adverse circumstances

A. Caused by:

Sin … Gen. 3:16–19

Disobedience to God’s Law … Lev. 26:14–20

B. Purposes of, to:

Punish for sin … 2 Sam. 12:9–12

Humble us … 2 Chr. 33:12

Lead us to God’s Word … Deut. 8:2, 3

Chasten and correct … Heb. 12:5–11

Test our faith … 1 Pet. 1:5–8

Give us final rest … Ps. 94:12, 13

C. Reactions to:

Rebellious … Ex. 14:4–8; Job 2:9

Distrustful … Ex. 6:8, 9

Complaining … Ruth 1:20, 21

Questioning … Jer. 20:7–10

Fainting … Prov. 24:10

Arrogant … Ps. 10:6

Hopeful … Lam. 3:31–40

Submissive … Job 5:17–22

Joyful … James 1:2–4

D. God’s relation to, He:

Troubles nations with … 2 Chr. 15:5, 6

Knows the soul in … Ps. 31:7

Saves out of … 1 Sam. 10:19

Redeems out of … 2 Sam. 4:9

E. Helps under:

By prayer … Jon. 2:1–7

By understanding God’s purpose … Lam. 3:31–39; Rom. 5:3

Advertise—to make known publicly

Messiah’s advent … Num. 24:14–19

A piece of property … Ruth 4:4

Advice—one’s judgment or counsel

A. Sought by:

A king … Esth. 1:13–15

Another ruler … Acts 25:13–27

A usurper … 2 Sam. 16:20–23

Five men … 2 Kin. 22:12–20

B. Sought from:

The ephod … 1 Sam. 23:9–12

A prophet … Jer. 42:1–6

A dead prophet … 1 Sam. 28:7–20

A council … Acts 15:1–22

A grieving husband … Judg. 20:4–7

C. Kinds of:

Helpful … Ex. 18:12–25

Rejected … 1 Kin. 12:6–8

Timely … 1 Sam. 25:32–34

Good … 2 Kin. 5:13, 14

God-inspired … 2 Sam. 17:6–14

Foolish … Job 2:9

Humiliating … Esth. 6:6–11

Fatal … Esth. 5:14; Esth. 7:9, 10

Ominous … Matt. 27:19

Accepted … Acts 5:34–41

D. Sought from:

Congregation of Israel … Judg. 20:7

Advocate, Christ our

A. His interest in believers, by right of:

Election … John 15:16

Redemption … Eph. 1:7

Regeneration … Col. 1:27

Imputed righteousness … 2 Cor. 5:21; Phil. 3:9

B. His defense of believers by:

Prayer … Luke 22:31–34

Protection … Heb. 13:6

Provision … Ps. 23:1; John 10:28

Perseverance … 2 Tim. 4:17, 18

C. His blessings upon believers:

Another Helper … John 14:16, 17

New commandment … John 13:34, 35

New nature … 2 Cor. 5:17

New name … Rev. 2:17

New life … John 4:14

New relationship … John 15:15

D. Our duties prescribed by Him:

Our mission—world evangelization … Matt. 28:16–20

Our means—the Holy Spirit … Acts 1:8

Our might—the gospel … Rom. 1:16

Our motivation—the love of Christ … 2 Cor. 5:14, 15

Aeneas—praise

A paralytic healed by Peter … Acts 9:32–35

Aenon—springs

A place near Salim where John the Baptist baptized … John 3:22, 23

Afar off—at a far distance

A. Applied physically to:

Distance … Gen. 22:4

A journey … Num. 9:10

Sound of joy … Ezra 3:13

Ostracism … Luke 17:12

B. Applied spiritually to:

God’s knowledge … Ps. 139:2

Unworthiness … Luke 18:13

Eternal separation … Luke 16:23

Gentiles … Acts 2:39

God’s promises … Heb. 11:13

Affability—a personality overflowing with benign sociability

A. Manifested in:

Cordiality … Gen. 18:1–8

Compassion … Luke 10:33–37

Generosity … Phil. 4:10, 14–18

Unantagonizing speech … 1 Sam. 25:23–31

B. Examples of:

Jonathan … 1 Sam. 18:1–4

The Shunammite woman … 2 Kin. 4:8–10

Lydia … Acts 16:14, 15

Titus … 2 Cor. 8:16–18

Timothy … Phil. 2:17–20

Gaius … 3 John 1–6

Demetrius … 3 John 12

Affectation—a studied pretense

Parade of egotism … Esth. 6:6–9

Boast of the power … Dan. 4:28–30

Sign of hypocrisy … Matt. 6:1, 2, 16

Outbreak of false teachers … 2 Pet. 2:18, 19

Sign of antichrist … 2 Thess. 2:4, 9

Proof of spiritual decay … 1 Cor. 4:6–8

Affection—an inner feeling or emotion

A. Kinds of:

Natural … Rom. 1:31

Paternal … Luke 15:20

Maternal … 1 Kin. 3:16–27

Fraternal … Gen. 43:30–34

Filial … Gen. 49:29, 30

National … Ps. 137:1–6

Racial … Rom. 9:1–3

For wife … Eph. 5:25–33

For husband … Titus 2:4

Christian … Rom. 12:10

Heavenly … Col. 3:1, 2

B. Good, characteristics of:

Loyal, intense … Ruth 1:14–18

Memorable … 2 Sam. 1:17–27

Natural, normal … 2 Sam. 13:37–39

Tested, tried … Gen. 22:1–19

Emotional … John 11:33–36

Grateful … Luke 7:36–50

Joyous … Ps. 126:1–6

Christ-centered … Matt. 10:37–42

C. Evil, characteristics of:

Unnatural … Rom. 1:18–32

Pretended … Matt. 26:47–49

Abnormal … 2 Tim. 3:3

Fleshly … Rom. 13:13, 14

Worldly … 2 Tim. 4:10

Defiling, degrading … 2 Pet. 2:10–12

Agonizing, in Hades … Luke 16:23–28

Afflictions—hardships; trials; tribulations

A. Visited upon:

Israel in Egypt … Gen. 15:13

Samson by Philistines … Judg. 16:5, 6, 19–21

David by God … Ps. 88:7

Judah by God … Lam. 3:33

Israel by the world … Ps. 129:1, 2

The just by the wicked … Amos 5:12; Heb. 11:37

Christians by the world … 2 Cor. 1:6

B. Design of, to:

Show God’s mercy … Is. 63:9

Make us seek God … Hos. 5:15

Bring us back to God … Ps. 119:67

Humble us … 2 Chr. 33:12

Test us … Is. 48:10

C. In the Christian’s life:

A means of testing … Mark 4:17

A part of life … Matt. 24:9

To be endured … 2 Tim. 4:5

Afflictions—continued

Part of gospel … 1 Thess. 1:6

Must not be shaken by … 1 Thess. 3:3

Commendable examples of … 2 Tim. 3:11

Momentary … 2 Cor. 4:17

Cannot separate from God … Rom. 8:35–39

Deliverance from, promised … Ps. 34:19

Terminated at Christ’s return … 2 Thess. 1:4–7

See Trials

Afraid—overcome with fear

A. Caused by:

Nakedness … Gen. 3:10

Unusual dream … Gen. 28:16, 17

God’s presence … Ex. 3:6

Moses’ approach … Ex. 34:30

A burning mountain … Deut. 5:5

Giant’s raging … 1 Sam. 17:11, 24

A prophet’s words … 1 Sam. 28:20

Angel’s sword … 1 Chr. 21:30

God’s deeds … Ps. 65:8

Gabriel’s presence … Dan. 8:17

A terrifying storm … Jon. 1:5, 10

Peter’s sinking … Matt. 14:30

Changed person … Mark 5:15

Heavenly hosts … Luke 2:9

B. Overcome by:

The Lord’s presence … Ps. 3:5, 6

Trusting God … Ps. 27:1–3

God’s protection … Ps. 91:4, 5

Stability of heart … Ps. 112:7, 8

God’s coming judgment … Is. 10:24–26

The Messiah’s advent … Is. 40:9–11

God’s sovereign power … Is. 51:12, 13

Christ’s comforting words … Matt. 14:27

Afternoon—part of the day following noon

Called cool of the day … Gen. 3:8

Afterthought—a later reflection

Of Esau … Heb. 12:16, 17

Of the Israelites … Num. 14:40–45

Of one of two sons … Matt. 21:28–30

Of the lost son … Luke 15:17

Of the unjust steward … Luke 16:1–8

Of the rich man in hell … Luke 16:23–31

Of Judas … Matt. 27:3–5

Afterward(s)

Your hands shall be … Judg. 7:11

Those who are invited … 1 Sam. 9:13

David’s conscience bothered him … 1 Sam. 24:5

His mouth will … Prov. 20:17

Jesus finds him … John 5:14

Agabus—he loved

A Christian prophet who foretells a famine and warns Paul … Acts 11:27, 28; Acts 21:10, 11

Agag—flaming or violent

1. A king of Amalek in Balaam’s prophecy … Num. 24:7

2. Amalekite king spared by Saul, but slain by Samuel … 1 Sam. 15:8, 9, 20–24, 32, 33

Agagite—descendant of Agag

A title applied to the father of Haman, enemy of the Jews … Esth. 3:1, 10

Agape—Greek word rendered “love”

Descriptive of God … 1 John 4:8

Demanded toward God … Matt. 22:37

Demanded toward neighbors … Matt. 22:39

Fulfills Law … Matt. 22:40

Activity of described … 1 Cor. 13:1–13

Agate—a stone of translucent quartz

Worn by the high priest … Ex. 28:19; Ex. 39:12

Sold by Syrians … Ezek. 27:16

Age—time counted by years

A. Handicaps of, seen in:

Physical infirmities … Gen. 48:10

Unwillingness to adventure … 2 Sam. 19:31–39

Declining strength … Ps. 71:9

Deterioration of body … Eccl. 12:1–7

B. Glories of, manifested in:

Wisdom … Job 12:12

Maturity … Job 5:26

Spiritual beauty … Prov. 16:31

Fruitfulness … Ps. 92:12–15

Judgment … 1 Kin. 12:6–8

Strong faith … Josh. 24:15, 29

C. Attitude of others toward:

Respect … Lev. 19:32

Disrespect … 2 Chr. 36:17

Insolence … Is. 3:5

D. Unusual things connected with:

Retaining physical vigor … Deut. 34:7

Becoming a father … Gen. 18:9–15; Luke 1:18, 36

Living to see Christ … Luke 2:25–32

Knowing kind of death in … John 21:18, 19

E. Attaining unto, by:

Honoring parents … Ex. 20:12; Eph. 6:2, 3

Keeping God’s law … Prov. 3:1, 2

Following wisdom … Prov. 3:13, 16

The fear of the Lord … Ps. 128:1, 6

Keeping from evil … Ps. 34:11–14

God’s promise … Gen. 15:15

F. Those of Bible times who lived beyond age of 100:

Methuselah … Gen. 5:27

Jared … Gen. 5:20

Noah … Gen. 9:29

Adam … Gen. 5:5

Seth … Gen. 5:8

Cainan … Gen. 5:14

Enosh … Gen. 5:11

Mahalalel … Gen. 5:17

Lamech … Gen. 5:31

Enoch … Gen. 5:23

Terah … Gen. 11:32

Isaac … Gen. 35:28

Abraham … Gen. 25:7

Jacob … Gen. 47:28

Ishmael … Gen. 25:17

Jehoiada … 2 Chr. 24:15

Sarah … Gen. 23:1

Aaron … Num. 33:39

Moses … Deut. 34:7

Joseph … Gen. 50:26

Joshua … Josh. 24:29

Agee—fugitive

Shammah’s father … 2 Sam. 23:11

Ages—extended periods of time

Descriptive of the times before Christ … Eph. 3:5

Descriptive of eternity … Eph. 2:7

Agitation—a disturbance

A. Physically of:

Mountain … Ex. 19:16–18

The earth … Matt. 27:51–53

The world … Ps. 46:2–6

End-time events … Luke 21:25–27

World’s end … 2 Pet. 3:7–12

B. Emotionally of:

Extreme grief … 2 Sam. 19:1–4

Remorse … Matt. 27:3, 4

Fear … Matt. 28:1–4

C. Figuratively of:

Messiah’s advent … Hag. 2:6, 7

Enraged people … Acts 4:25–28

The wicked … Is. 57:20

The drunkard … Prov. 23:29–35

Agony—extreme suffering

Descriptive of:

Christ in Gethsemane … Luke 22:44

Christ on the cross … Mark 15:34–37

Paul’s sufferings … 2 Cor. 1:8, 9

The Christians’ race … 1 Cor. 9:24, 25

Agree, agreement

A. Forbidden between:

Israel and pagans … Ex. 34:12–16

God and Baal … 1 Kin. 18:21–40

Believers, demons … 1 Cor. 10:21

Truth, error … 1 John 4:1–6

B. Necessary between:

Prophecy, fulfillment … Acts 15:15

Doctrine, life … James 2:14–21

Words, performance … 2 Cor. 10:9–11

Believers in prayer … Matt. 18:19

Adversaries … Matt. 5:24, 25

Christian workers … Gal. 2:7–9

C. Examples of:

Laban and Jacob … Gen. 31:43–53

God and Israel … Ex. 19:3–8

David and Jonathan … 1 Sam. 18:1–4

The wicked and Sheol … Is. 28:15, 18

Employer and employees … Matt. 20:10–13

Judas and the Sanhedrin … Matt. 26:14–16

Witnesses … Mark 14:56, 59

Husband and wife … Acts 5:9

The Jews and Gamaliel … Acts 5:34–40

Conspiring Jews … Acts 23:20

The people of the Antichrist … Rev. 17:17

Agriculture—the cultivation of the soil

A. Terms and implements involved:

Binding … Gen. 37:7

Cultivating … Luke 13:6–9

Gleaning … Ruth 2:3

Grafting … Rom. 11:17–19

Harrowing … Is. 28:24

Harvesting … Matt. 13:30

Mowing … Amos 7:1

Planting … Prov. 31:16

Plowing … Job 1:14

Pruning … Is. 5:6

Reaping … Is. 17:5

Removing stones … Is. 5:2

Sowing … Matt. 13:3

Stacking … Ex. 22:6

Threshing … Judg. 6:11

Treading … Neh. 13:15

Watering … 1 Cor. 3:6–8

Weeding … Matt. 13:28, 29

Winnowing … Ruth 3:2

B. Virtues required in:

Wisdom … Is. 28:24–29

Diligence … Prov. 27:23–27

Labor … 2 Tim. 2:6

Patience … James 5:7

Industry … Prov. 28:19

Faith … Hab. 3:17–19

Bountifulness … 2 Cor. 9:6, 7

Hopefulness … 1 Cor. 9:10

C. Enemies of:

War … Jer. 50:16

Pestilence … Joel 1:9–12

Fire … Joel 1:19

Animals … Song 2:15

Dry seasons … Jer. 14:1, 4

D. Restrictions involving:

Coveting another’s field … Deut. 5:21

Removing boundaries … Deut. 19:14

Roaming cattle … Ex. 22:5

Spreading fire … Ex. 22:6

Military service … Deut. 20:5, 6

Working on the Sabbath … Ex. 34:21

Complete harvest … Lev. 19:9, 10

E. God’s part in:

Began in Eden … Gen. 2:15 

Sin’s penalty … Gen. 3:17

Providence of, impartial … Matt. 5:45

Goodness of, recognized … Acts 14:16, 17

Judgments against, cited … Hag. 1:10, 11

F. Figurative of:

Gospel seed … Matt. 13:1–9

Gospel dispensation … Matt. 13:24–30, 36–43

God’s workers … John 4:36–38

God’s Word … Is. 55:10, 11

Spiritual barrenness … Heb. 6:7, 8

Spiritual bountifulness … 2 Cor. 9:9, 10

Final harvest … Mark 4:28, 29

Aground—stranded in shallow water

Ship carrying Paul … Acts 27:41

Agur—collector

Writer of proverbs … Prov. 30:1–33

Ahab—father’s brother

1. A wicked king of Israel … 1 Kin. 16:29

Marries Jezebel … 1 Kin. 16:31

Introduces Baal worship … 1 Kin. 16:31–33

Denounced by Elijah … 1 Kin. 17:1

Gathers prophets of Baal … 1 Kin. 18:17–46

Wars against Ben-Hadad … 1 Kin. 20:1–43

Covets Naboth’s vineyard … 1 Kin. 21:1–16

Death of, predicted … 1 Kin. 21:17–26

Repentance of, delays judgment … 1 Kin. 21:27–29

Joins Jehoshaphat against Syrians … 1 Kin. 22:1–4

Rejects Micaiah’s warning … 1 Kin. 22:5–33

Slain in battle … 1 Kin. 22:34–37

Seventy sons of, slain … 2 Kin. 10:1–11

Prophecies concerning, fulfilled … 1 Kin. 22:38

2. Lying prophet … Jer. 29:21–23

Aharah—after his brother

1. Son of Benjamin … 1 Chr. 8:1

2. Called Ahiram … Num. 26:38

3. Called Ehi … Gen. 46:21

Aharhel—brother of Rachel

A descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:8

Ahasbai—blooming; shining

The father of Eliphelet … 2 Sam. 23:34

Ahasuerus—king

1. The father of Darius the Mede … Dan. 9:1

2. Persian king … Esth. 1:1

Makes Esther queen … Esth. 2:16, 17

Follows Haman’s intrigue … Esth. 3:1, 8–12

Orders Jews annihilated … Esth. 3:13–15

Responds to Esther’s plea … Esth. 7:1–8

Orders Haman hanged … Esth. 7:9, 10

Promotes Mordecai … Esth. 8:1, 2

Reverses Haman’s plot … Esth. 8:3–17

Exalts Mordecai … Esth. 10:1–3

3. A king of Persia; probably Xerxes, 486–465 B.C.Ezra 4:6

Ahava—a town and a river in Babylonia

Jewish exiles gather here … Ezra 8:15–31

Ahaz—he has grasped

1. A king of Judah; son of Jotham … 2 Kin. 16:1, 2

Pursues evil ways … 2 Kin. 16:3, 4

Defends Jerusalem against Rezin and Pekah … 2 Kin. 16:5, 6

Refuses a divine sign … Is. 7:1–16

Defeated with great loss … 2 Chr. 28:5–15

Becomes subject to Assyria … 2 Kin. 16:7–9

Makes Jerusalem a pagan city … 2 Kin. 16:10–18

Erects sundial … 2 Kin. 20:11

Death of … 2 Kin. 16:19, 20

2. A descendant of Jonathan. 1 Chr. 8:35, 36; 1 Chr. 9:40–42

3. Ancestor of Jesus … Matt. 1:9

Ahaziah—Yahweh has grasped

1. A king of Israel; son of Ahab and Jezebel … 1 Kin. 22:40, 51

Worships Baal … 1 Kin. 22:52, 53

Seeks alliance with Jehoshaphat … 1 Kin. 22:48, 49

Falls through lattice; sends to Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron for help … 2 Kin. 1:2–16

Dies according to Elijah’s word … 2 Kin. 1:17, 18

2. A king of Judah; son of Jehoram and Athaliah … 2 Kin. 8:25, 26

Made king by Jerusalem inhabitants … 2 Chr. 22:1, 2

Taught evil by his mother … 2 Chr. 22:2, 3

Follows Ahab’s wickedness … 2 Chr. 22:4

Joins Joram against the Syrians … 2 Kin. 8:28

Visits wounded Joram … 2 Kin. 9:16

Slain by Jehu … 2 Kin. 9:27, 28

Called Jehoahaz … 2 Chr. 21:17

Called Azariah … 2 Chr. 22:6

Ahban—brother of intelligence

A son of Abishur … 1 Chr. 2:29

Aher—another

A Benjamite … 1 Chr. 7:12

Ahi—brother

1. Gadite chief … 1 Chr. 5:15

2. Asherite chief … 1 Chr. 7:34

Ahiam—mother’s brother

One of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:33

Ahian—fraternal

A Manassite … 1 Chr. 7:19

Ahiezer—brother is help

1. Head of the tribe of Dan … Num. 1:12

Ahiezer—continued

2. Benjamite chief, joined David at Ziklag … 1 Chr. 12:3

Ahihud—brother is majesty

1. Asherite leader, helped Moses divide Canaan … Num. 34:27

2. A Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:6, 7

Ahijah—brother of Yahweh

1. A great-grandson of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:25

2. One of David’s warriors … 1 Chr. 11:36

3. A Levite treasurer in David’s reign … 1 Chr. 26:20

4. A prophet of Shiloh who foretells division of Solomon’s kingdom … 1 Kin. 11:29–39

Foretells elimination of Jeroboam’s line … 1 Kin. 14:1–18

A writer of prophecy … 2 Chr. 9:29

5. The father of Baasha … 1 Kin. 15:27, 33

6. A Jew who seals Nehemiah’s covenant … Neh. 10:26

7. A secretary of Solomon … 1 Kin. 4:3

8. A Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:7

9. A priest during Saul’s reign … 1 Sam. 14:3, 18

Ahikam—my brother has arisen

A son of Shaphan the scribe … 2 Kin. 22:12

Sent in Josiah’s mission to Huldah … 2 Kin. 22:12–14

Protects Jeremiah … Jer. 26:24

The father of Gedaliah, governor under Nebuchadnezzar … 2 Kin. 25:22; Jer. 39:14

Ahilud—a child’s brother

1. The father of Jehoshaphat, the recorder under David and Solomon … 2 Sam. 8:16

2. The father of Baana, a district governor … 1 Kin. 4:7, 12

Ahimaaz—brother of anger

1. The father of Ahinoam, wife of King Saul … 1 Sam. 14:50

2. A son of Zadok the high priest … 1 Chr. 6:8, 9

Warns David of Absalom’s plans … 2 Sam. 15:27, 36

Good man … 2 Sam. 18:27

First to tell David of Absalom’s defeat … 2 Sam. 18:19–30

3. Solomon’s son-in-law and commissioner in Naphtali … 1 Kin. 4:15

May be the same as 2.

Ahiman—my brother is a gift

1. A giant son of Anak seen by Israelite spies … Num. 13:22, 33

Driven out of Hebron by Caleb … Josh. 15:13, 14

Slain by tribe of Judah … Judg. 1:10

2. A Levite gatekeeper … 1 Chr. 9:17

Ahimelech—my brother is king

1. The high priest at Nob during Saul’s reign … 1 Sam. 21:1

Feeds David the showbread … 1 Sam. 21:2–6

Gives Goliath’s sword to David … 1 Sam. 21:8, 9

Betrayed by Doeg … 1 Sam. 22:9–16

Slain by Doeg at Saul’s command … 1 Sam. 22:17–19

Abiathar, son of, escapes … 1 Sam. 22:20

David wrote concerning … Ps. 52 (title)

2. Abiathar’s son … 2 Sam. 8:17

Copriest with Zadok … 1 Chr. 24:3, 6, 31

3. David’s Hittite warrior … 1 Sam. 26:6

Ahimoth—my brother is death

A Kohathite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:25

Ahinadab—my brother is noble

One of Solomon’s officers … 1 Kin. 4:14

Ahinoam—my brother is delight

1. Wife of Saul … 1 Sam. 14:50

2. David’s wife … 1 Sam. 25:43

Lived with David at Gath … 1 Sam. 27:3

Captured by Amalekites at Ziklag … 1 Sam. 30:5

Rescued by David … 1 Sam. 30:18

Lives with David in Hebron … 2 Sam. 2:1, 2

Mother of Amnon … 2 Sam. 3:2

Ahio—brotherly

1. Abinadab’s son … 2 Sam. 6:3

2. A Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:14

3. A son of Jeiel … 1 Chr. 8:31; 1 Chr. 9:35, 37

Ahira—my brother is evil

A tribal leader … Num. 1:15

Ahisamach—my brother supports

A Danite … Ex. 31:6

Ahishahar—brother of dawn

A Benjamite … 1 Chr. 7:10

Ahishar—my brother has sung

A manager of Solomon’s household … 1 Kin. 4:6

Ahithophel—brother of folly

David’s counselor … 2 Sam. 15:12

Joins Absalom’s insurrection … 2 Sam. 15:31

Plans of, prepared against by David … 2 Sam. 15:31–34

Counsels Absalom … 2 Sam. 16:20–22

Reputed wise … 2 Sam. 16:23

Counsel of, rejected by Absalom … 2 Sam. 17:1–22

Commits suicide … 2 Sam. 17:23

Ahitub—my brother is goodness

1. Phinehas’s son … 1 Sam. 14:3

2. The father of Zadok the priest … 2 Sam. 8:17

3. The father of another Zadok … 1 Chr. 6:11, 12

Ahlab—fruitful

A city of Asher … Judg. 1:31

Ahlai—O would that!

1. Father of a warrior of David … 1 Chr. 11:41

2. Woman who married an Egyptian servant … 1 Chr. 2:31–35

Ahoah—brotherly

A son of Bela … 1 Chr. 8:4

Ahohite—a descendant of Ahoah

Applied to Dodo, Zalmon, and Ilai … 2 Sam. 23:9, 28; 1 Chr. 11:29

Aholiab—a father’s tent

Son of Ahisamach … Ex. 31:6

Ahumai—meaning unknown

A descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:2

Ahuzzam—possessor

A man of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:6

Ahuzzath—possession

A friend of Abimelech … Gen. 26:26

Ahzai—Yahweh has grasped

A postexilic priest … Neh. 11:13

Also called Jahzerah … 1 Chr. 9:12

Ai—ruin

1. A city east of Bethel in central Palestine … Josh. 7:2

Abraham camps near … Gen. 12:8

A royal city of Canaan … Josh. 10:1

Israel defeated at … Josh. 7:2–5

Israel destroys completely … Josh. 8:1–28

Occupied after exile … Ezra 2:28

2. An Ammonite city near Heshbon … Jer. 49:3

Aiah—falcon

The father of Rizpah, Saul’s concubine … 2 Sam. 3:7

Aijalon—place of gazelles

1. A town assigned to Dan … Josh. 19:42

Amorites not driven from … Judg. 1:35

Miracle there … Josh. 10:12, 13

Assigned to Kohathite Levites … Josh. 21:24

City of refuge … 1 Chr. 6:66–69

Included in Benjamin’s territory … 1 Chr. 8:13

Fortified by Rehoboam … 2 Chr. 11:5, 10

Captured by Philistines … 2 Chr. 28:18

2. The burial place of Elon, a judge … Judg. 12:12

Ain—spring

1. A town near Riblah … Num. 34:11

2. Town of Judah … Josh. 15:32

Transferred to Simeon … Josh. 19:7

Later assigned to the priests … Josh. 21:16

Called Ashan … 1 Chr. 6:59

Air—the atmosphere around the earth

Adam given dominion over … Gen. 1:26–30 

Adam names birds of … Gen. 2:19, 20 

God destroys birds of … Gen. 6:7

Mystery of eagle in … Prov. 30:19

Satan, prince of … Eph. 2:2

Believers meet Jesus in … 1 Thess. 4:17

God’s wrath poured out in … Rev. 9:2

Figurative of emptiness … 1 Cor. 9:26

Ajah—falcon

A Horite … Gen. 36:24

Akel Dama

Field called “Field of Blood” … Acts 1:19

Akkub—cunning

1. Elioenai’s son … 1 Chr. 3:24

2. A Levite head of a family of porters … 1 Chr. 9:17

3. A family of Nethinim … Ezra 2:45

4. A Levite interpreter … Neh. 8:7

Akrabbim—scorpions

An “ascent” on the south of the Dead Sea … Num. 34:4

One border of Judah … Josh. 15:3

Alabaster—container made of fine textured, usually white and translucent, material

Used by woman anointing Jesus … Matt. 26:7

Alammelech—oak of a king

Village of Asher … Josh. 19:26

Alamoth—virgins

A musical term probably indicating a women’s choir … 1 Chr. 15:20

Alarm—sudden and fearful surprise

A. Caused physically by:

Sudden attack … Judg. 7:20–23

Death plague … Ex. 12:29–33

A mysterious manifestation … 1 Sam. 28:11–14

Prodigies of nature … Matt. 27:50–54

B. Caused spiritually by:

Sin … 1 Sam. 12:17–19

Remorse … Gen. 27:34–40

Conscience … Acts 24:24, 25

Hopelessness in hell … Luke 16:22–31

C. Shout of jubilee or warning:

Instruction to Israel … Num. 10:9

Causes anguish … Jer. 4:19

Prophecy of judgment … Jer. 49:2

See Agitation

Alas—an intense emotional outcry

A. Emotional outcry caused by:

Israel’s defeat … Josh. 7:7–9

An angel’s appearance … Judg. 6:22

A vow’s realization … Judg. 11:34, 35

Army without water … 2 Kin. 3:9, 10

Loss of an ax head … 2 Kin. 6:5

Servant’s fear … 2 Kin. 6:14, 15

B. Prophetic outcry caused by:

Israel’s future … Num. 24:23, 24

Israel’s punishment … Amos 5:16–20

Jacob’s trouble … Jer. 30:7–9

Babylon’s fall … Rev. 18:10–19

Alemeth—hidden

1. A Benjamite … 1 Chr. 7:8

2. A descendant of Saul … 1 Chr. 8:36

3. A Levitical city … 1 Chr. 6:60

Aleph

The first letter in the Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:1–8

Alert—watchful

In battle … Judg. 7:15–22

In personal safety … 1 Sam. 19:9, 10

In readiness for attack … Neh. 4:9–23

In prayer … Matt. 26:41

In spiritual combat … Eph. 6:18

In waiting for Christ’s return … Matt. 24:42–51

Daily living … 1 Cor. 16:13

Times of testing … Luke 21:34–36

Against false teachers … Acts 20:29–31

Alexander—man-defending

1. A son of Simon of Cyrene … Mark 15:21

2. A member of the high-priestly family … Acts 4:6

3. A Jew in Ephesus … Acts 19:33, 34

4. An apostate condemned by Paul … 1 Tim. 1:19, 20

Alexander the Great—Alexander III of Macedonia (356–323 B.C.)

A. Not named in the Bible, but referred to as:

The four-headed leopard … Dan. 7:6

The goat with a great horn … Dan. 8:5–9, 21

A mighty king … Dan. 11:3

B. Rule of, described:

His invasion of Palestine … Zech. 9:1–8

His kingdom being divided … Dan. 7:6

Alexandria—a city of Egypt founded by Alexander the Great (332 B.C.)

Men of, persecute Stephen … Acts 6:9

Apollos, native of … Acts 18:24

Paul sails in ship … Acts 27:6

Algum, almug—a tree (probably the red sandalwood)

Imported from Ophir by Hiram’s navy … 1 Kin. 10:11, 12

Used in constructing the temple … 2 Chr. 9:10, 11

Also imported from Lebanon … 2 Chr. 2:8

Alienation—a withdrawing or separation

Descriptive of Israel’s apostasy … Ezek. 23:17, 18, 22, 28

Spiritual deadness … Eph. 4:18

Aliens—citizens of a foreign country; strangers

A. Descriptive, naturally, of:

Israel in the Egyptian bondage … Gen. 15:13

Abraham in Canaan … Gen. 23:4

Moses in Egypt … Ex. 18:2, 3

Israel in Babylon … Ps. 137:4

B. Descriptive, spiritually, of:

Estrangement from friends … Job 19:15

The condition of the Gentiles … Eph. 2:12

Alive—the opposite of being dead

A. Descriptive of:

Natural life … Gen. 43:7, 27, 28

Spiritual life … Luke 15:24, 32

Restored physical life … Acts 9:41

Christ’s resurrected life … Acts 1:3

The believer’s glorified life … 1 Cor. 15:22

Korah, Dathan, and Abiram’s descent into Sheol … Num. 16:27, 33

B. The power of keeping:

Belongs to God … Deut. 32:39

Not in human power … Ps. 22:29

Promised to the godly … Ps. 33:18, 19

Gratefully acknowledged … Josh. 14:10

Transformed by Christ’s return … 1 Thess. 4:15, 16

Allegory—an extended figure of speech using symbols

A. Of natural things:

A king’s doom … Judg. 9:8–20

Old age … Eccl. 12:1–7

Israel as a transplanted vine … Ps. 80:8–19

B. Of spiritual things:

Christian as sheep … John 10:1–16

Two covenants … Gal. 4:21–31

Israel and the Gentiles … Rom. 11:15–24

Christ and His church … Eph. 5:22–33

The Christian’s armor … Eph. 6:11–17

Alleluia—praise the Lord

The Greek form of the Hebrew Hallelujah … Rev. 19:1–6

Alliances—treaties between nations or individuals

A. In the time of the patriarchs:

Abraham with Canaanite chiefs … Gen. 14:13

Abraham with Abimelech … Gen. 21:22–34

Isaac with Abimelech … Gen. 26:26–33

Jacob with Laban … Gen. 31:44–54

B. In the time of the wilderness:

Israel with Moab … Num. 25:1–3

C. In the time of the conquest:

Israel with Gibeonites … Josh. 9:3–27

D. In the time of David:

David with Achish … 1 Sam. 27:2–12

E. In the time of Solomon:

Solomon with Hiram … 1 Kin. 5:12–18

Solomon with Egypt … 1 Kin. 3:1

F. In the time of the divided kingdom:

Asa with Ben-Hadad … 1 Kin. 15:18–20

Ahab with Ben-Hadad … 1 Kin. 20:31–34

Israel with Assyria … 2 Kin. 16:5–9

Hoshea with Egypt … 2 Kin. 17:1–6

G. In the time of Judah’s sole kingdom:

Hezekiah with Egypt … 2 Kin. 18:19–24

Jehoiakim with Egypt … 2 Kin. 23:31–35

Alliance with evil

A. Forbidden to:

Israel … Ex. 34:11–16

Christians … Rom. 13:12

Christ … Matt. 4:1–11

B. Forbidden because:

Leads to idolatry … Ex. 23:32, 33

Deceives … Num. 25:1–3, 18

Enslaves … 2 Pet. 2:18, 19

Defiles … Ezra 9:1, 2

Brings God’s anger … Ezra 9:13–15

Corrupts … 1 Cor. 15:33

Incompatible with Christ … 2 Cor. 6:14–16

Defiles … Jude 23

C. The believer should:

Avoid … Prov. 1:10–15

Hate … Ps. 26:4, 5

Confess … Ezra 10:9–11

Separate from … 2 Cor. 6:17

D. Examples of:

Delilah … Judg. 16:5, 6, 18

Solomon … 1 Kin. 11:1–11

Jeroboam … 1 Kin. 12:25–33

Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 20:35–37

Judas Iscariot … Matt. 26:14–16

Heretics … Rev. 2:14, 15, 20

See Association

All in all—complete

Descriptive of:

God … 1 Cor. 15:28

Christ … Eph. 1:23

Allon—oak

A Simeonite prince … 1 Chr. 4:37

Allon Bachuth—oak of weeping

A tree marking Deborah’s grave … Gen. 35:8

Allowance—a stipulated amount

Daily to Jehoiachin… 2 Kin.25:27–30, Jer. 52:34

Almighty—a title of God

Applied to God … Gen. 17:1, 2; 2 Cor. 6:18

Applied to Christ … Rev. 1:8

Almodad—the beloved

Eldest son of Joktan … Gen. 10:26

Almond—a small tree bearing fruit

Sent as a present to Pharaoh … Gen. 43:11

Used in the tabernacle … Ex. 25:33, 34

Aaron’s rod produces … Num. 17:2, 3, 8

Used figuratively of old age … Eccl. 12:5

Used by Jacob … Gen. 30:37

Almon Diblathaim—Almon of the double cake of figs

An Israelite encampment … Num. 33:46, 47

Alms—gifts prompted by love to help the needy

A. Design of, to:

Help the poor … Lev. 25:35

Receive a blessing … Deut. 15:10, 11

B. Manner of bestowing with:

A willing spirit … Deut. 15:7–11

Simplicity … Matt. 6:1–4

Cheerfulness … 2 Cor. 9:7

True love … 1 Cor. 13:3

Fairness to all … Acts 4:32–35

Regularity … Acts 11:29, 30

Law of reciprocity … Rom. 15:25–27

C. Cautions concerning:

Not for human honor … Matt. 6:1–4

Not for lazy … 2 Thess. 3:10

Needful for the rich … 1 Tim. 6:17, 18

D. Rewarded:

Now … Deut. 14:28, 29; 2 Cor. 9:9, 10

In heaven … Matt. 19:21

E. Examples of:

Zacchaeus … Luke 19:8

Dorcas … Acts 9:36

Cornelius … Acts 10:2

The early Christians … Acts 4:34–37

Aloes—a perfume-bearing tree

A. Used on:

Beds … Prov. 7:17

The dead … John 19:39

B. Figurative of:

Israel … Num. 24:5, 6

Aloth—ascents, steeps

A town in Asher … 1 Kin. 4:16

Alpha and Omega—first and last letters of the Greek alphabet (“A to Z”)

Expressive of God and Christ as initiator and fulfillment of all that happens … Rev. 1:8; Rev. 21:6, 7

Alphabet—the letters of a language

The Hebrew, seen in … Ps. 119

Alphaeus—leader, chief

1. The father of Levi (Matthew) … Mark 2:14

2. The father of James … Matt. 10:3

Altar—an elevated structure

A. Uses of:

Sacrifice … Gen. 8:20

Incense … Ex. 30:1, 7, 8; Luke 1:10, 11

National unity … Deut. 12:5, 6

A memorial … Ex. 17:15, 16

Protection … Ex. 21:13, 14

B. Made of:

Earth … Ex. 20:24

Unhewn stone … Ex. 20:25

Stones … Deut. 27:5, 6

Natural rock … Judg. 6:19–21

Bronze … Ex. 27:1–6

C. Built worthily by:

Noah … Gen. 8:20

Abraham … Gen. 12:7, 8

Isaac … Gen. 26:25

Jacob … Gen. 33:18, 20

Moses … Ex. 17:15

Joshua … Deut. 27:4–7

Eastern tribes … Josh. 22:10, 34

Gideon … Judg. 6:26, 27

Manoah … Judg. 13:19, 20

Israelites … Judg. 21:4

Samuel … 1 Sam. 7:17

Saul … 1 Sam. 14:35

David … 2 Sam. 24:18–25

Elijah … 1 Kin. 18:31, 32

D. Built unworthily (for idolatry) by:

Gideon’s father … Judg. 6:25–32

King Jeroboam … 1 Kin. 12:32, 33

King Ahab … 1 Kin. 16:30–32

King Ahaz … 2 Chr. 28:1, 3, 5

Israelite people … Is. 65:3

Athenians … Acts 17:23

E. Pagan altars destroyed by:

Gideon … Judg. 6:25–29

King Asa … 2 Chr. 14:2, 3

Jehoiada … 2 Kin. 11:17, 18

King Hezekiah … 2 Kin. 18:22

King Josiah.. 2 Kin. 23:12, 16, 17

F. Burnt offering:

1. Of the tabernacle, features concerning:

Specifications … Ex. 27:1–8

Bezalel, builder of … Ex. 31:1–6, 9

Place of, outside tabernacle … Ex. 40:6, 29

Only priests allowed at … Num. 18:3, 7

The defective not acceptable on … Lev. 22:22

The putting on of blood … Ex. 29:12

2. Of Solomon’s temple:

Described … 1 Kin. 8:63, 64

Renewed by King Asa … 2 Chr. 15:8

Cleansed by King Hezekiah … 2 Chr. 29:18–24

Repaired by King Manasseh … 2 Chr. 33:16–18

Vessels of, carried to Babylon … 2 Kin. 25:14

3. Of the postexilic (Zerubbabel’s) temple:

Described … Ezra 3:1–6

Polluted … Mal. 1:7, 8

4. Of Ezekiel’s vision:

Described … Ezek. 43:13–27

G. Incense:

In the tabernacle, described … Ex. 30:1–10

Location of … Ex. 30:6

Anointed with oil … Ex. 30:26, 27

Annual atonement made at … Ex. 30:10

In Solomon’s temple … 1 Kin. 7:48

In John’s vision … Rev. 8:3

H. New covenant:

A place of spiritual sacrifices … Rom. 12:1, 2

Christ, our pattern … Heb. 13:10–16

Altruism—living for the good of others

A. Manifested in:

Service … Matt. 20:26–28

Doing good … Acts 10:38

Seeking the welfare of others … Gal. 6:1, 2, 10

Helping the weak … Acts 20:35

B. Examples of:

Moses … Ex. 32:30–32

Samuel … 1 Sam. 12:1–5

Jonathan … 1 Sam. 18:1–4

Christ … John 13:4–17

Paul … 1 Cor. 9:19–22

Alush—wild place

An Israelite encampment … Num. 33:13, 14

Alvah—high; tall

An Edomite chief … Gen. 36:40

Also called Aliah … 1 Chr. 1:51

Alvan—tall

A son of Shobal the Horite … Gen. 36:23

Also called Alian … 1 Chr. 1:40

Always—continually, forever

A. Of God’s:

Care … Deut. 11:12

Covenant … 1 Chr. 16:15

Striving … Ps. 103:9

B. Of Christ’s:

Determination … Ps. 16:8–11; Acts 2:25–28

Rejoicing … Prov. 8:30–31

Presence … Matt. 28:20

Obedience … John 8:29

Prayer … John 11:42

C. Of the believer’s:

Prayer … Luke 21:36

Peace … 2 Thess. 3:16

Obedience … Phil. 2:12

Work … 1 Cor. 15:58

Defense … 1 Pet. 3:15

Rejoicing … Phil. 4:4

Thanksgiving … 1 Thess. 1:2

Victory … 2 Cor. 2:14

Conscience … Acts 24:16

Confidence … 2 Cor. 5:6

Sufficiency … 2 Cor. 9:8

D. Of the unbeliever’s:

Probation … Gen. 6:3

Turmoil … Mark 5:5

Rebellion … Acts 7:51

Lying … Titus 1:12

Amad—people of duration

A city of Asher … Josh. 19:26

Amal—toil

Asher’s descendant … 1 Chr. 7:35

Amalek—warlike

A son of Eliphaz … 1 Chr. 1:36

Grandson of Esau … Gen. 36:11, 12

A chief of Edom … Gen. 36:16

First among nations … Num. 24:20

Amalekites—a nation hostile to Israel

A. Defeated by:

Chedorlaomer … Gen. 14:5–7

Joshua … Ex. 17:8, 13

Gideon … Judg. 7:12–25

Saul … 1 Sam. 14:47, 48

David … 1 Sam. 27:8, 9

Simeonites … 1 Chr. 4:42, 43

B. Overcame Israel during:

Wilderness … Num. 14:39–45

Judges … Judg. 3:13

C. Destruction of:

Predicted … Ex. 17:14

Reaffirmed … Deut. 25:17–19

Fulfilled in part by David … 1 Sam. 27:8, 9; 2 Sam. 1:1–16

Fulfilled by the Simeonites … 1 Chr. 4:42, 43

Amam—gathering place

A city of Judah … Josh. 15:26

Amana—permanent

A summit in the Anti-Lebanon mountain range … Song 4:8

Amaranthine—like the amaranth flower: unfading, perennial

From a Greek word used to describe our inheritance and our glory … 1 Pet. 1:4; 1 Pet. 5:4

Amariah—Yahweh said

1. The grandfather of Zadok the priest … 1 Chr. 6:7, 8, 52

2. A priest … 1 Chr. 6:11

3. Levite in David’s time … 1 Chr. 23:19

4. A high priest … 2 Chr. 19:11

5. A Levite in Hezekiah’s reign … 2 Chr. 31:14, 15

6. Son of King Hezekiah … Zeph. 1:1

7. One who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:42, 44

8. A signer of Nehemiah’s document … Neh. 10:3

9. A postexilic chief priest … Neh. 12:1, 2, 7

Amasa—burden-bearer

1. The son of Jithra; David’s nephew … 2 Sam. 17:25

Commands Absalom’s rebels … 2 Sam. 17:25

Made David’s commander … 2 Sam. 19:13

Treacherously killed by Joab … 2 Sam. 20:9–12

Death avenged … 1 Kin. 2:28–34

2. An Ephraimite leader … 2 Chr. 28:9–12

Amasai—Yahweh has borne

1. A Kohathite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:25, 35

2. David’s officer … 1 Chr. 12:18

3. A priestly trumpeter in David’s time … 1 Chr. 15:24

4. A Kohathite Levite … 2 Chr. 29:12

Amashai—carrying spoil

A priest … Neh. 11:13

Amasiah—Yahweh bears

One of Jehoshaphat’s commanders … 2 Chr. 17:16

Amazement—an intense emotional shock

A. Caused by:

Christ’s miracles … Matt. 12:22, 23; Luke 5:25, 26

Christ’s teaching … Matt. 19:25

God’s power … Luke 9:42, 43

Apostolic miracle … Acts 3:7–10

B. Manifested by:

Christ’s parents … Luke 2:48

Christ’s disciples … Matt. 19:25

The Jews … Mark 9:15

The early Christians … Acts 9:19–21

Amaziah—Yahweh is strong

1. King of Judah … 2 Kin. 14:1–4

Kills his father’s assassinators … 2 Kin. 14:5, 6

Raises a large army … 2 Chr. 25:5

Employs troops from Israel … 2 Chr. 25:6

Rebuked by a man of God … 2 Chr. 25:7–10

Defeats Edomites … 2 Kin. 14:7

Worships Edomite gods … 2 Chr. 25:14

Rebuked by a prophet … 2 Chr. 25:15, 16

Defeated by Israel … 2 Kin. 14:8–14

Killed by conspirators … 2 Chr. 25:25–28

2. A priest of Bethel … Amos 7:10–17

3. A Simeonite … 1 Chr. 4:34, 42, 43

4. A Merarite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:45

Ambassador—an official sent to deal with a foreign government or sovereign

A. Some purposes of, to:

Grant safe passage … Num. 20:14–21

Settle disputes … Judg. 11:12–28

Arrange business … 1 Kin. 5:1–12

Ambassador—continued

Stir up trouble … 1 Kin. 20:1–12

Issue an ultimatum … 2 Kin. 19:9–14

Spy … 2 Kin. 20:12–19

Learn God’s will … Jer. 37:3–10

B. Some examples of:

Judah to Egypt … Is. 30:1–4

Babylonians to Judah … 2 Chr. 32:31

Necho to Josiah … 2 Chr. 35:20, 21

C. Used figuratively of:

Christ’s ministers … 2 Cor. 5:20

Paul in particular … Eph. 6:19, 20

Amber—a yellow, fossilized resin

Descriptive of the divine glory … Ezek. 1:4, 27

Ambidextrous—equally skilled with either hand

True of some of David’s warriors … 1 Chr. 12:1, 2

Ambition, Christian

A. Good, if for:

The best gifts … 1 Cor. 12:31

Spiritual goals … Phil. 3:12–14

The gospel’s extension … Rom. 15:17–20

Acceptance before God … 2 Cor. 5:9, 10

Quietness … 1 Thess. 4:11

B. Evil, if it leads to:

Strife … Matt. 20:20–28

Sinful superiority … Matt. 18:1–6

A pharisaical spirit … Mark 12:38–40

Contention about gifts … 1 Cor. 3:3–8

Selfish ambition … Phil. 1:14–17

Ambition, worldly

A. Inspired by:

Satan … Gen. 3:1–6 ; Luke 4:5–8

Pride … Is. 14:12–15; 1 Tim. 3:1, 6

Jealousy … Num. 12:2

B. Leads to:

Sin … Acts 8:18–24

Strife … James 4:1, 2

Suicide … 2 Sam. 17:23

Self-glory … Hab. 2:4, 5

C. Examples of:

Builders of Babel … Gen. 11:4

Korah’s company … Num. 16:3–35

Abimelech … Judg. 9:1–6

Absalom … 2 Sam. 15:1–13

Adonijah … 1 Kin. 1:5–7

Haman … Esth. 5:9–14

Nebuchadnezzar … Dan. 3:1–7

James and John … Mark 10:35–37

The Antichrist … 2 Thess. 2:3, 4

Diotrephes … 3 John 9, 10

Ambush—strategic concealment for surprise attack

Joshua at Ai … Josh. 8:1–24

Abimelech against Shechem … Judg. 9:31–40

Israel at Gibeah … Judg. 20:29–48

David against the Philistines … 2 Sam. 5:23–25

Jehoshaphat against his enemies … 2 Chr. 20:22–25

Amen—a strong assent to a prayer (also translated “assuredly”)

A. Used in the Old Testament to:

Confirm a statement … Num. 5:22

Close a doxology … 1 Chr. 16:36

Confirm an oath … Neh. 5:13

Give assent to laws … Deut. 27:15–26

B. Used in the New Testament to:

Close a doxology … Rom. 9:5

Close epistle … Rom. 16:27

Describe God’s promises … 2 Cor. 1:20

Close prayer … 1 Cor. 14:16

Give assent … Rev. 1:7

Emphasize a truth (translated “most assuredly”) … John 3:3, 5, 11

Amethyst—a form of quartz purple to blue-violet

Worn by the high priest … Ex. 28:19; Ex. 39:12

In the New Jerusalem … Rev. 21:20

Ami

Head of a family of Solomon’s servants … Ezra 2:57

Called Amon … Neh. 7:59

Amittai—true

The father of Jonah the prophet … Jon. 1:1

Ammah—mother or beginning

A hill near Giah … 2 Sam. 2:24

Ammiel—my kinsman is God

1. A spy representing the tribe of Dan … Num. 13:12

2. The father of Machir … 2 Sam. 9:4, 5

3. The father of Bathshua (Bathsheba), one of David’s wives … 1 Chr. 3:5

Called Eliam … 2 Sam. 11:3

4. A son of Obed-Edom … 1 Chr. 26:4, 5

Ammihud—my kinsman is glorious

1. An Ephraimite … Num. 1:10

2. A Simeonite, father of Shemuel … Num. 34:20

3. A Naphtalite … Num. 34:28

4. The father of king of Geshur … 2 Sam. 13:37

5. A Judahite … 1 Chr. 9:4

Amminadab—my kinsman is noble

1. Man of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:10

The father of Nahshon … Num. 1:7

Aaron’s father-in-law … Ex. 6:23

An ancestor of David … Ruth 4:19, 20

An ancestor of Christ … Matt. 1:4

2. Chief of a Levitical house … 1 Chr. 15:10, 11

3. Son of Kohath … 1 Chr. 6:22

Ammishaddai—my kinsman is the Almighty

A captain representing the Danites … Num. 1:12

Ammizabad—my kinsman has endowed

A son of Benaiah … 1 Chr. 27:6

Ammon—a people

A nation fathered by Lot … Gen. 19:36, 38

Ammonites—descendants of Ben-Ammi

A. Characterized by:

Cruelty … Amos 1:13

Pride … Zeph. 2:9, 10

Callousness … Ezek. 25:3, 6

Idolatry … 1 Kin. 11:7, 33

B. Hostility toward Israel, seen in:

Not aiding Israel … Deut. 23:3, 4

Helping the Amalekites … Judg. 3:13

Proposing a cruel treaty … 1 Sam. 11:1–3

Abusing David’s ambassadors … 2 Sam. 10:1–4

Hiring Syrians against David … 2 Sam. 10:6

Assisting the Chaldeans … 2 Kin. 24:2

Harassing postexilic Jews … Neh. 4:3, 7, 8

C. Defeated by:

Jephthah … Judg. 11:4–33

Saul … 1 Sam. 11:11

David … 2 Sam. 10:7–14

Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 20:1–25

Jotham … 2 Chr. 27:5, 6

D. Prohibitions concerning:

Exclusion from worship … Deut. 23:3–6

No intermarriage with … Ezra 9:1–3

E. Prophecies concerning their:

Captivity … Amos 1:13–15

Subjection … Jer. 25:9–21

Destruction … Ps. 83:1–18

Ammonitess—a female Ammonite

Naamah … 1 Kin. 14:21, 31

Shimeath … 2 Chr. 24:26

Amnesty—a pardon granted to political offenders

To Shimei … 2 Sam. 19:16–23

To Amasa … 2 Sam. 17:25; 2 Sam. 19:13

Amnon—faithful

1. A son of David … 2 Sam. 3:2

Rapes his half sister … 2 Sam. 13:1–18

Killed by Absalom … 2 Sam. 13:19–29

2. Son of Shimon … 1 Chr. 4:19–33

Amok—deep, inscrutable

A chief priest … Neh. 12:7, 20

Amon—master workman

1. King of Judah … 2 Kin. 21:18, 19

Follows evil … 2 Chr. 33:22, 23

Killed by conspiracy … 2 Kin. 21:23, 24

2. A governor of Samaria … 1 Kin. 22:10, 26

Amorites—mountain dwellers

A. Described as:

Descendants of Canaan … Gen. 10:15, 16

Original inhabitants of Palestine … Ezek. 16:3

One of seven nations … Gen. 15:19–21

A confederation … Josh. 10:1–5

Ruled by great kings … Ps. 136:17–19

Of great size … Amos 2:9

Very wicked … Gen. 15:16

Worshipers of idols … Judg. 6:10

B. Contacts of, with Israel:

Their defeat by Joshua … Josh. 10:1–43

Their not being destroyed … Judg. 1:34–36

Peace with … 1 Sam. 7:14

Solomon uses for forced labor … 1 Kin. 9:20, 21

Intermarriage with … Judg. 3:5, 6

Amos—burden-bearer

1. A prophet of Israel … Amos 1:1

Pronounces judgment against nations … Amos 1:1–3, 15

Denounces Israel’s sins … Amos 4:1–7:9

Condemns Amaziah, the priest of Bethel … Amos 7:10–17

Predicts Israel’s downfall … Amos 9:1–10

Foretells great blessings … Amos 9:11–15

2. An ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:25

Amos, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Amoz—strong

The father of Isaiah the prophet … Is. 1:1

Amphipolis—a city in Macedonia

Visited by Paul … Acts 17:1

Amplias

Christian at Rome … Rom. 16:8

Amram—a people exalted

1. Son of Kohath … Num. 3:17–19

The father of Aaron, Moses and Miriam … Ex. 6:18–20; 1 Chr. 6:3

2. One who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:34

Amramites—descendants of Amram

A subdivision of the Levites … Num. 3:27

Amraphel—powerful people

A king of Shinar who invaded Canaan during Abraham’s time; identified by some as the Hammurabi of the monuments … Gen. 14:1, 9

Amulet—charm worn to protect against evil

Condemned … Is. 3:18–23

Amusements—entertainment

A. Found in:

Dancing … Ex. 32:18, 19, 25

Music … 1 Sam. 18:6, 7

Earthly pleasures … Eccl. 2:1–8

Drunkenness … Amos 6:1–6; 1 Pet. 4:3

Feasting … Mark 6:21, 22

Games … Luke 7:32

Gossip … Acts 17:21

B. Productive of:

Sorrow … Prov. 14:13

Poverty … Prov. 21:17

Vanity … Eccl. 2:1–11

Immorality … 1 Cor. 10:6–8

Spiritual deadness … 1 Tim. 5:6

C. Prevalence of:

In the last days … 2 Tim. 3:1, 4

In Babylon … Rev. 18:21–24

At Christ’s return … Matt. 24:36–39

Amzi—strong one

1. A Merarite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:46

2. A priest … Neh. 11:12

Anab—grapes

A town of Judah … Josh. 11:21

Anah—answer

1. Father of Esau’s wife … Gen. 36:2, 14, 18

2. A Horite chief … Gen. 36:20, 29

3. Son of Zibeon … Gen. 36:24

Anaharath—narrow way

A city in the valley of Jezreel … Josh. 19:19

Anaiah—Yahweh has answered

1. A Levite assistant … Neh. 8:4

2. One who sealed the new covenant … Neh. 10:22

Anak—long-necked

Descendant of Arba … Josh. 15:13

Father of three sons … Num. 13:22

Anakim—descendants of Anak; a race of giants

A. Described as:

Giants … Num. 13:28–33

Very strong … Deut. 2:10, 11, 21

B. Defeated by:

Joshua … Josh. 10:36–39, 11:21

Caleb … Josh. 14:6–15

C. A remnant left:

Among the Philistines … Josh. 11:22

Possibly in Gath … 1 Sam. 17:4–7

Anamim—rockmen

A tribe or people listed among Mizraim’s (Egypt’s) descendants … Gen. 10:13

Anammelech—Anu is king

A god worshiped at Samaria … 2 Kin. 17:24, 31

Anan—cloud

A signer of Nehemiah’s document … Neh. 10:26

Anani—my cloud

Son of Elioenai … 1 Chr. 3:24

Ananiah—Yahweh has covered

1. The father of Maaseiah … Neh. 3:23

2. A town inhabited by Benjamite returnees … Neh. 11:32

Ananias—Yahweh has been gracious

1. Disciple at Jerusalem slain for lying to God … Acts 5:1–11





2. A Christian disciple at Damascus … Acts 9:10–19; Acts 22:12–16

3. A Jewish high priest … Acts 23:1–5

Anarchy—a reign of lawlessness in society

A. Manifested in:

Moral looseness … Ex. 32:1–8, 25

Idolatry … Judg. 17:1–13

Religious syncretism … 2 Kin. 17:27–41

A reign of terror … Jer. 40:13–16

Perversion of justice … Hab. 1:1–4

B. Instances of:

At Kadesh … Num. 14:1–10

During the judges … Judg. 18:1–31

In the northern kingdom … 1 Kin. 12:26–33

At the Crucifixion … Matt. 27:15–31

At Stephen’s death … Acts 7:54, 57, 58

At Ephesus … Acts 19:28–34

In the time of the Antichrist … 2 Thess. 2:3–12

Anath—answer

Father of Shamgar … Judg. 3:31

Anathoth—answers

1. A Benjamite, son of Becher … 1 Chr. 7:8

2. A leader who signed the document … Neh. 10:19

3. A Levitical city in Benjamin … Josh. 21:18

Birthplace of Jeremiah … Jer. 1:1

Citizens of, hate Jeremiah … Jer. 11:21, 23

Jeremiah bought property there … Jer. 32:6–15

Home of famous mighty man … 2 Sam. 23:27

Home of Abiathar, the high priest … 1 Kin. 2:26

Reoccupied after exile … Ezra 2:1, 23

To be invaded by Assyria … Is. 10:30

Reproved Jeremiah of … Jer. 29:27

Anathothite—a native of Anathoth

Abiezer thus called … 2 Sam. 23:27

Anchor—a weight used to hold a ship in place

Literally, of Paul’s ship … Acts 27:29, 30, 40

Anchor—continued

Figuratively of the believer’s hope … Heb. 6:19

Ancient—that which is old

Applied to the beginning (eternity) … Is. 45:21

Applied to something very old … Prov. 22:28

Applied to old men (elders) … Ps. 119:100; 1 Sam. 24:13

Ancient of Days

Title applied to God … Dan. 7:9, 13, 22

Andrew—manly

A fisherman … Matt. 4:18

A disciple of John the Baptist … John 1:40

Brought Peter to Christ … John 1:40–42

Called to Christ’s discipleship … Matt. 4:18, 19

Enrolled among the Twelve … Matt. 10:2

Told Jesus about a lad’s lunch … John 6:8, 9

Carried a request to Jesus … John 12:20–22

Sought further light on Jesus’ words … Mark 13:3, 4

Met in the Upper Room … Acts 1:13

Andronicus—conqueror of men

A notable Christian at Rome … Rom. 16:7

Anem—double fountain

Levitical city … 1 Chr. 6:73

Aner—waterfall

1. Amorite chief … Gen. 14:13, 24

2. A Levitical city … 1 Chr. 6:70

Angels—heavenly beings created by God

A. Described as:

Spiritual beings … Heb. 1:13, 14

Created … Ps. 148:2, 5; Col. 1:16

Immortal … Luke 20:36

Holy … Matt. 25:31

Innumerable … Heb. 12:22

Wise … 2 Sam. 14:17, 20

Powerful … Ps. 103:20

Elect … 1 Tim. 5:21

Respectful of authority … Jude 9

Sexless … Matt. 22:30

Invisible … Num. 22:22–31

Obedient … Ps. 103:20

Possessing emotions … Luke 15:10

Judged in future by Christians … 1 Cor. 6:3

Concerned in human things … 1 Pet. 1:12

Incarnate in human form at times … Gen. 18:2–8

Not perfect … Job 4:18

Organized in ranks or orders … Is. 6:1–3; 1 Thess. 4:16

B. Ministry of, toward believers:

Guide … Gen. 24:7, 40

Provide for … 1 Kin. 19:5–8

Protect … Ps. 34:7; Ps. 91:11

Deliver … Dan. 6:22; Acts 12:7–11

Gather … Matt. 24:31

Direct activities … Acts 8:26

Comfort … Acts 27:23, 24

Minister to … Heb. 1:14

C. Ministry of, toward unbelievers:

A destruction … Gen. 19:1, 13

A curse … Judg. 5:23

A pestilence … 2 Sam. 24:15–17

Sudden death … Acts 12:23

Persecution … Ps. 35:5, 6

D. Ministry of, in Christ’s life, to:

Announce His conception … Matt. 1:20, 21

Herald His birth … Luke 2:10–12

Sustain Him … Matt. 4:11

Witness His resurrection … 1 Tim. 3:16

Proclaim His resurrection … Matt. 28:5–7

Accompany Him to heaven … Acts 1:9–11

E. Ministry of, on special occasions, at:

The world’s creation … Job 38:7

Sinai … Acts 7:38, 53

Satan’s binding … Rev. 20:1–3

Christ’s return … Matt. 13:41, 49; 1 Thess. 4:16

F. Appearance of, during the Old Testament, to:

Abraham … Gen. 18:2–15

Hagar … Gen. 16:7–14

Lot … Gen. 19:1–22

Jacob … Gen. 28:10–12

Moses … Ex. 3:1, 2

Balaam … Num. 22:31–35

Joshua … Josh. 5:13–15

All Israel … Judg. 2:1–4

Gideon … Judg. 6:11–24

Manoah … Judg. 13:6–21

David … 2 Sam. 24:16, 17

Elijah … 1 Kin. 19:2–8

Daniel … Dan. 6:21, 22

Zechariah … Zech. 2:3

G. Appearances of, during the New Testament, to:

Zacharias … Luke 1:11–20

The virgin Mary … Luke 1:26–38

Joseph … Matt. 1:20–25

Shepherds … Luke 2:8–15

Certain women … Matt. 28:1–7

Mary Magdalene … John 20:11–13

The apostles … Acts 1:10, 11

Peter … Acts 5:19, 20

Philip … Acts 8:26

Cornelius … Acts 10:3–32

Paul … Acts 27:23, 24

John … Rev. 1:1

Seven churches … Rev. 1:20

Angels, fallen

Fall of, by pride. Is. 14:12–15; Jude 6

Seen by Christ … Luke 10:18

Make war on saints … Rev. 12:7–17

Imprisoned … 2 Pet. 2:4

Everlasting fire prepared for … Matt. 25:41

Angel of God, the—distinct manifestation of God

A. Names of:

Angel of God … Gen. 21:17

Angel of the Lord … Gen. 22:11

Captain of the army of the Lord … Josh. 5:14

B. Appearances of, to:

Hagar … Gen. 16:7, 8; Gen. 21:17

Abraham … Gen. 18:1–33; Gen. 22:11, 15

Jacob … Gen. 31:11–13; Gen. 32:24–30

Moses … Ex. 3:1, 2

Children of Israel … Ex. 13:21, 22; Ex. 14:19

Balaam … Num. 22:22–35

Joshua … Judg. 2:1

Donkey and Manoah and wife … Judg. 13:1–21

David … 1 Chr. 21:16–18

Zechariah, in vision, concerning Joshua … Zech. 3:1–10

C. Divine characteristics:

Deliver Israel… 2 Kin.19:14–20, 35, 36

Extend blessings … Gen. 16:7–12

Pardon sin … Ex. 23:20–22

Angels’ food

Eaten by humans … Ps. 78:25

Eaten by Elijah … 1 Kin. 19:5–8

Anger of God

A. Caused by humankind’s:

Sin … Num. 32:10–15

Unbelief … Ps. 78:21, 22

Error … 2 Sam. 6:7

Disobedience … Josh. 7:1, 11, 12

Idolatry … Judg. 2:11–14

B. Described as:

Sometimes delayed … 2 Kin. 23:25–27

Slow … Neh. 9:17

Brief … Ps. 30:5

Restrained … Ps. 78:38

Fierceness … Ps. 78:49, 50

Consuming … Ps. 90:7

Powerful … Ps. 90:11

Not forever … Mic. 7:18

To be feared … Ps. 76:7

C. Visitation of, upon:

Miriam and Aaron … Num. 12:9–15

Israelites … Num. 11:4–10

Balaam … Num. 22:21, 22

Moses … Deut. 4:21, 22

Israel … Deut. 9:8

Aaron … Deut. 9:20

Wicked cities … Deut. 29:23

A land … Deut. 29:24–28

A king … 2 Chr. 25:15, 16

D. Deliverance from, by:

Intercessory prayer … Num. 11:1, 2; Deut. 9:19, 20

Decisive action … Num. 25:3–12

Obedience … Deut. 13:16–18

Executing the guilty … Josh. 7:1, 10–26

See Wrath of God

Anger of Jesus

Provoked by unbelievers … Mark 3:1–6

In the temple … Matt. 21:12; Mark 11:15

Anger, human

A. Caused by:

A brother’s deception … Gen. 27:42–45

A wife’s complaint … Gen. 30:1, 2

Rape … Gen. 34:1–7

Inhuman crimes … Gen. 49:6, 7

A leader’s indignation … Ex. 11:8

A people’s idolatry … Ex. 32:19, 22

Disobedience … Num. 31:14–18

The Spirit’s arousal … 1 Sam. 11:6

A brother’s jealousy … 1 Sam. 17:28; Luke 15:25–28

A king’s jealousy … 1 Sam. 20:30

Righteous indignation … 1 Sam. 20:34

Priestly rebuke … 2 Chr. 26:18, 19

Unrighteous dealings … Neh. 5:6, 7

Wife’s disobedience … Esth. 1:12

Lack of respect … Esth. 3:5

Failure of astrologers … Dan. 2:2, 10, ; 12

Flesh … Gal. 5:19, 20

Harsh treatment … Eph. 6:4

B. Justifiable, seen in:

Jacob … Gen. 31:36

Moses … Ex. 32:19

Samson … Judg. 14:1, 19

Saul … 1 Sam. 11:6

Samuel … 1 Sam. 15:16–31

Jonathan … 1 Sam. 20:34

Christ … Mark 3:5

C. Unjustifiable, seen in:

Cain … Gen. 4:5, 6

Simeon and Levi … Gen. 49:5–7

Potiphar … Gen. 39:1, 19

Moses … Num. 20:10–12

Balaam … Num. 22:27, 28

Saul … 1 Sam. 20:30

Naaman … 2 Kin. 5:11, 12

Asa … 2 Chr. 16:10

Uzziah … 2 Chr. 26:19

Ahasuerus … Esth. 1:9, 12

Haman … Esth. 3:5

Nebuchadnezzar … Dan. 3:12, 13

Jonah … Jon. 4:1–11

Herod … Matt. 2:16

The Jews … Luke 4:28

Jewish officialdom … Acts 5:17

D. The Christian attitude toward:

To be slow in … Prov. 14:17

Not to sin in … Eph. 4:26

To put away … Eph. 4:31

E. Effects of, seen in:

Attempted assassination … Esth. 2:21

Punishment … Prov. 19:19

Mob action … Acts 19:28, 29

F. Pacified by:

Kindly suggestion … 2 Kin. 5:10–14

Righteous execution … Esth. 7:10

Gentle answer … Prov. 15:1

Anguish—extreme pain

A. Caused by:

Physical hardships … Ex. 6:9

Physical pain … 2 Sam. 1:9

Impending destruction … Deut. 2:25

Conflict of soul … Job 7:11

National distress … Is. 8:21, 22

Childbirth … John 16:21

A spiritual problem … 2 Cor. 2:4

B. Reserved for:

People who refuse wisdom … Prov. 1:20–27

The wicked … Job 15:20, 24

Those in Hades … Luke 16:23, 24

Aniam—lament of the people

A Manassite … 1 Chr. 7:19

Anim—springs

A city in south Judah … Josh. 15:50

Animals

A. Described as:

Domesticated and wild … 2 Sam. 12:3

Clean and unclean … Lev. 11:1–31; Deut. 14:1–20

For sacrifices … Lev. 16:3, 5; Ex. 12:3–14

B. List of, in the Bible:

Antelope … Deut. 14:5

Ape … 1 Kin. 10:22

Badger … Ex. 25:5

Bat … Deut. 14:18

Bear … 1 Sam. 17:34

Boar … Ps. 80:13

Bull … Jer. 52:20

Calf … Gen. 18:7

Camel … Gen. 12:16

Cattle … Gen. 1:25 

Chameleon … Lev. 11:30

Cobra … Is. 11:8

Colt … Zech. 9:9

Cow … Gen. 32:15

Deer … Deut. 14:5

Dog … Ex. 22:31

Donkey … Gen. 22:3

Elephant (“ivory”) … 1 Kin. 10:22

Ewe lamb … Gen. 21:30

Fox … Judg. 15:4

Frog … Ex. 8:2–14

Gazelle … Deut. 14:5

Gecko … Lev. 11:30

Goat … Gen. 27:9

Greyhound … Prov. 30:31

Hare … Deut. 14:7

Heifer … Gen. 15:9

Hind … Hab. 3:19

Horse … Gen. 47:17

Hyena … Is. 13:22

Hyrax … Lev. 11:5

Jackal … Is. 13:22

Lamb … Ex. 29:39

Leopard … Rev. 13:2

Lion … 1 Sam. 17:34

Lizard … Lev. 11:29, 30

Mole … Is. 2:20

Monkey … 1 Kin. 10:22

Mouse … Lev. 11:29

Mule … 2 Sam. 13:29

Ox … Ex. 21:28

Porcupine … Is. 14:23

Ram … Gen. 15:9

Roe deer … Deut. 14:5

Scorpion … Deut. 8:15

Serpent … Matt. 10:16

Sheep … Gen. 4:2

Spider … Prov. 30:28

Swine … Is. 65:2–4

Whale (great sea creatures) … Gen. 1:21 

Wolf … Is. 11:6

C. Used figuratively of:

Human traits … Gen. 49:9–14, 21

Universal peace … Is. 11:6–9

Man’s innate nature … Jer. 13:23

World empires … Dan. 7:2–8

Satanic powers … Rev. 12:4, 9

Christ’s sacrifice … 1 Pet. 1:18–20

Anise—a plant for seasoning; the dill

Tithed by the Jews … Matt. 23:23

Ankle—joint connecting foot and leg

Lame man’s healed … Acts 3:7

Anklet—an ornament worn by women on the ankles

Included in Isaiah’s denunciation … Is. 3:16, 18

Anna—grace

Aged prophetess … Luke 2:36–38

Annas—gracious

A Jewish high priest … Luke 3:2

Christ appeared before … John 18:12–24

Peter and John appeared before … Acts 4:6

Anointing—pouring oil upon

A. Performed upon:

The patriarchs … 1 Chr. 16:15–17, 21, 22

Priest … Ex. 29:1, 7

Prophets … 1 Kin. 19:16

Israel’s kings … 1 Sam. 10:1

Foreign kings … 1 Kin. 19:15

The messianic King … Ps. 2:2

Sacred objects … Ex. 30:26–28

B. Ordinary, purposes of, for:

Adornment … Ruth 3:3

Invigoration … 2 Sam. 12:20

Hospitality … Luke 7:38, 46

Battle … Is. 21:5

Burial … Matt. 26:12

Sanctifying … Ex. 30:29

C. Medicinal, purposes of, for:

Wound … Luke 10:34

Healing … Mark 6:13; James 5:14

D. Sacred, purposes of, to:

Memoralize an event … Gen. 28:18

Confirm a covenant … Gen. 35:14

Set apart … Ex. 30:22–29

Institute into office … 1 Sam. 16:12, 13

E. Absence of:

Sign of judgment … Deut. 28:40

Fasting … 2 Sam. 12:16, 20

Mourning … 2 Sam. 14:2

F. Of Christ the Messiah “the Anointed One, ” as:

Predicted … Ps. 45:7; Is. 61:1

Fulfilled … Luke 4:18; Heb. 1:9

Interpreted … Acts 4:27

Symbolized in His name (“the Christ”) … Matt. 16:16, 20; Acts 9:22

Typical of the believer’s anointing … 1 John 2:27

G. Significance of, as indicating:

Divine appointment … 2 Chr. 22:7

Anointing—continued

Special honor … 1 Sam. 24:6, 10

Special privilege … Ps. 105:15

God’s blessing … Ps. 23:5

Anointing of the Holy Spirit

A. Of Christ:

Predicted … Is. 61:1

Fulfilled … John 1:32–34

Explained … Luke 4:18

B. Of Christians:

Predicted … Ezek. 47:1–12

Foretold by Christ … John 7:38, 39

Fulfilled at Pentecost … Acts 2:1–41

Fulfilled at conversion … 2 Cor. 1:21, 22; 1 John 2:20, 27

Answer—a reply

A. Good:

Soft … Prov. 15:1

Confident … Dan. 3:16–18

Convicting … Dan. 5:17–28

Astonished … Luke 2:47

Unanswerable … Luke 20:3–8

Spontaneous … Luke 21:14, 15

Spirit-directed … Luke 12:11, 12

Ready … 1 Pet. 3:15

B. Evil:

Unwise … 1 Kin. 12:12–15

Incriminating … 2 Sam. 1:5–16

Insolent … 2 Kin. 18:27–36

Humiliating … Esth. 6:6–11

Satanic … Job 1:8–11

Ant—a small insect

An example of industry … Prov. 6:6–8; Prov. 30:24

Antagonism—unceasing opposition

A. Of men, against:

God’s people … Ex. 5:1–19; Deut. 2:26–33

The prophets … Amos 7:10–17; Zech. 1:2–6

The light … John 3:19, 20

The truth … John 8:12–47; Acts 7:54–60

Christians … Acts 16:16–24

B. Of Satan, against:

Job … Job 1:9–12

Christ … Luke 4:1–13

Peter … Luke 22:31–34

Paul … 1 Thess. 2:18

Christians … Eph. 6:11–18

Antediluvians—those who lived before the Flood

A. Described as:

Long-lived … Gen. 5:3–32

Very wicked … Gen. 6:5

A mixed race … Gen. 6:1–4; Jude 6, 7

Of great size … Gen. 6:4

B. Warnings against, made by:

Enoch … Jude 14, 15

Noah … 2 Pet. 2:5

Christ … 1 Pet. 3:19, 20

C. Destruction of:

Only Noah’s family escaped … Gen. 7:21–23

Predicted … Gen. 6:5–7

Comparable to Christ’s return … Matt. 24:37–39; Luke 17:26, 27

Comparable to the world’s end … 2 Pet. 3:3–7

Antelope

Listed as clean … Deut. 14:5

Anthropomorphisms—applying human attributes to God

A. Physical likenesses, such as:

Feet … Ex. 24:10

Hands … Ex. 24:11

Face … Num. 12:7, 8

Eyes … Hab. 1:13

Arms … Ex. 6:6

B. Nonphysical characteristics, such as:

Memory … Gen. 9:16

Anger … Ex. 22:24

Jealousy … Ps. 78:58

Repentance … Jon. 3:10

Antichrist—Satan’s final opponent of Christ and Christians

A. Called:

Man of sin … 2 Thess. 2:3

Son of perdition … 2 Thess. 2:3

Lawless one … 2 Thess. 2:8

Antichrist … 1 John 2:18, 22

Beast … Rev. 11:7

B. Described as:

Lawless … 2 Thess. 2:3–12

Opposing God … 2 Thess. 2:4

Working wonders … 2 Thess. 2:9

Deceiving the world … 2 John 7; Rev. 19:20

Persecuting Christians … Rev. 13:7

Satan-inspired … 2 Thess. 2:9

Denying Christ’s incarnation … 1 John 4:3; 2 John 7

A person and a system … 2 Thess. 2:3, 7

Seeking man’s worship … 2 Thess. 2:4

One and many … 1 John 2:18–22

C. Coming of:

Foretold … 2 Thess. 2:5

In the last time … 1 John 2:18

Now restrained … 2 Thess. 2:6

Follows removal of hindrance … 2 Thess. 2:7, 8

Before Christ’s return … 2 Thess. 2:3, 8

By Satan’s deception … 2 Thess. 2:9, 10

D. Destruction of:

At Christ’s return … 2 Thess. 2:8; Rev. 19:20

Eternal in lake of fire … Rev. 20:10

Antidote—a remedy given to counteract poison

A. Literal:

A tree … Ex. 15:23–25

Meal … 2 Kin. 4:38–41

B. Figurative and spiritual, for:

Sin, Christ … Num. 21:8, 9; John 3:14, 15

Christ’s absence, the Holy Spirit … John 14:16–18

Sorrow, joy … John 16:20–22

Satan’s lies, God’s truth … 1 John 4:1–6

Earth’s trials, faith … 1 Pet. 1:6–8

Testings, God’s grace … 1 Cor. 10:13; 2 Cor. 12:7–9

Suffering, heaven’s glory … Rom. 8:18; 2 Cor. 5:1–10

Antinomianism—the idea that Christian liberty exempts one from the moral law

A. Prevalence of, among:

Christians … Rom. 6:1–23

False teachers … 2 Pet. 2:19; Jude 4

B. Based on error, that:

Grace allows sin … Rom. 6:1, 2

Moral law is abolished … Rom. 7:1–14

Liberty has no bounds … 1 Cor. 10:23–33

C. Corrected by remembering, that liberty is:

Not a license to sin … Rom. 6:1–23

Limited by moral law … Rom. 8:1–4

Controlled by Holy Spirit … Rom. 8:5–14

Not to be a stumbling block … Rom. 14:1–23; 1 Cor. 8:1–13

Motivated by love … Gal. 5:13–15

Antioch—a city of Syria

Home of Nicolas … Acts 6:5

Haven of persecuted Christians … Acts 11:19

Home of first Gentile church … Acts 11:20, 21

Name “Christian” originated in … Acts 11:26

Barnabas ministered here … Acts 11:22–24

Barnabas and Paul minister in church of … Acts 11:25–30

Paul commissioned by church of … Acts 13:1–4; Acts 15:35–41

Paul reports to … Acts 14:26–28

Church of, troubled by Judaizers … Acts 15:1–4; Gal. 2:11–21

Antioch—a city of Pisidia

Jewish synagogue … Acts 13:14

Paul visits … Acts 13:14, 42

Jews of, reject the gospel … Acts 13:45–51

Paul revisits … Acts 14:21

Paul recalls persecution at … 2 Tim. 3:11

Antipas

A Christian martyr of Pergamos … Rev. 2:13

Antipatris—belonging to Antipater

A city between Jerusalem and Caesarea … Acts 23:31

Antitype—the fulfillment of a type

The ark, baptism … 1 Pet. 3:21

The Greek word translated “copies” in … Heb. 9:24

Generally, a fulfillment of an Old Testament type … Matt. 12:39, 40; John 1:29

Antonia, Tower of—fortress built by Herod the Great; not mentioned by name in Scripture

Called “the barracks” … Acts 21:30–40

Possible site of Jesus’ trial, called “The Pavement” … John 19:13

Antothijah—answers of Yahweh

A Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:24

Anub—strong

A man of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:8

Anvil—a block for forging hot metals

Used figuratively in … Is. 41:7

Anxiety—a disturbed state of mind produced by real or imaginary fears

A. Caused by:

Brother’s hatred … Gen. 32:6–12

Son’s rebellion … 2 Sam. 18:24–33

King’s decree … Esth. 4:1–17

Child’s absence … Luke 2:48

Son’s sickness … John 4:46–49

Friend’s delay … 2 Cor. 2:12, 13

B. Overcome by:

Trust … Ps. 37:1–5

Reliance upon the Holy Spirit … Mark 13:11

God’s provision … Luke 12:22–30

Upward look … Luke 21:25–28

Assurance of God’s sovereignty … Rom. 8:28

Angel’s word … Acts 27:21–25

Prayer … Phil. 4:6

God’s care … 1 Pet. 5:6, 7

See Cares, worldly

Ape—a monkey

Article of trade … 1 Kin. 10:22

Apelles

A Christian in Rome … Rom. 16:10

Apharsathchites

Assyrian colonists in Samaria opposing Zerubbabel’s work … Ezra 4:9

Aphek—strength, fortress

1. A town in Plain of Sharon … Josh. 12:18

Site of Philistine camp … 1 Sam. 4:1; 1 Sam. 29:1

2. A city assigned to Asher … Josh. 19:30

3. Border city … Josh. 13:4

4. A city in Jezreel … 1 Kin. 20:26–30

Syria’s defeat prophesied here … 2 Kin. 13:14–19

Aphekah—fortress

A city of Judah … Josh. 15:53

Aphiah—striving

An ancestor of King Saul … 1 Sam. 9:1

Aphik—strength, fortress

Spared by Asher … Judg. 1:31

See Aphek 2

Apocalypse—an unveiling of something unknown

The Greek word usually translated “revelation” … Rom. 16:25; Gal. 1:12

Apocrypha—hidden things

Writings in Greek written during the period between the Testaments; rejected by Protestants as uninspired

Apollonia—pertaining to Apollo

A town between Amphipolis and Thessalonica … Acts 17:1

Apollos—a short or pet name for Apollonios

An Alexandrian Jew mighty in the Scriptures … Acts 18:24, 25

Receives further instruction … Acts 18:26

Sent to preach in Achaia … Acts 18:27, 28

A minister in Corinth … 1 Cor. 1:12; 1 Cor. 3:4, 22

Cited by Paul … 1 Cor. 4:6

Urged to revisit Corinth … 1 Cor. 16:12

Journey of, noted by Paul … Titus 3:13

Apollyon—the destroyer

Angel of the bottomless pit … Rev. 9:11

Apostasy—a falling away from God’s truth

A. Kinds of:

National … 1 Kin. 12:26–33

Individual … 2 Kin. 21:1–9; Heb. 3:12

Satanic … Rev. 12:7–9

Angelic … 2 Pet. 2:4

General … 2 Tim. 3:1–5

Imputed … Acts 21:21

Final … 2 Thess. 2:3

Irremedial … Heb. 6:1–8

B. Caused by:

Satan … Luke 22:31

False teachers … Acts 20:29, 30

Perversion of Scripture … 2 Tim. 4:3, 4

Persecution … Matt. 13:21

Unbelief … Heb. 4:9–11

Love of world … 2 Tim. 4:10

Hardened heart … Acts 7:54, 57

Spiritual blindness … Acts 28:25–27

C. Manifested in:

Resisting truth … 2 Tim. 3:7, 8

Resorting to deception … 2 Cor. 11:13–15

Reverting to immorality … 2 Pet. 2:14, 19–22

D. Safeguards against, found in:

God’s Word … Ps. 119:11; 2 Tim. 3:13–17

Spiritual growth … 2 Pet. 1:5–11

Indoctrination … Acts 20:29–31

Faithfulness … Matt. 24:42–51

Spiritual perception … 1 John 4:1–6

Being grounded in the truth … Eph. 4:13–16

Using God’s armor … Eph. 6:10–20

Preaching the Word … 2 Tim. 4:2, 5

E. Examples of, seen in:

Israelites … Ex. 32:1–35

Saul … 1 Sam. 15:11

Solomon … 1 Kin. 11:1–10

Amaziah … 2 Chr. 25:14–16

Judas … Matt. 26:14–16

Hymenaeus and Philetus … 2 Tim. 2:17, 18

Demas … 2 Tim. 4:10

Certain men … Jude 4

Apostles—men divinely commissioned to represent Christ

A. Descriptive of:

Christ … Heb. 3:1

The twelve … Matt. 10:2

Others (Barnabas, James, etc.) … Acts 14:14; Gal. 1:19

Simon Peter … Matt. 10:2

Andrew … Matt. 10:2

James, son of Zebedee … Matt. 10:2

John … Matt. 10:2

Philip … Matt. 10:3

Bartholomew (Nathanael) … Matt. 10:3; John 1:45

Thomas … Matt. 10:3

Matthew (Levi) … Matt. 10:3; Luke 5:27

James, son of Alphaeus … Matt. 10:3

Thaddaeus (Judas) … Matt. 10:3; John 14:22

Simon the Zealot … Luke 6:15

Judas Iscariot … Matt. 10:4

Matthias … Acts 1:26

Paul … 2 Cor. 1:1

Barnabas … Acts 14:14

James, the Lord’s brother … Gal. 1:19

Silvanus and Timothy … 1 Thess. 1:1; 1 Thess. 2:9

Andronicus and Junia … Rom. 16:7

B. Mission of, to:

Perform miracles … Matt. 10:1, 8

Preach gospel … Matt. 28:19, 20

Witness Christ’s resurrection … Acts 1:22; Acts 10:40–42

Write Scripture … Eph. 3:5

Establish the church … Eph. 2:20

C. Limitations of, before Pentecost:

Lowly in position … Matt. 4:18

Unlearned … Acts 4:13

Subject to disputes … Matt. 20:20–28

Faith often obscure … Matt. 16:21–23

Need of instruction … Matt. 17:4, 9–13

D. Position of, after Pentecost:

Interpreted prophecy … Acts 2:14–36

Defended truth … Phil. 1:7, 17

Exposed heretics … Gal. 1:6–9

Upheld discipline … 2 Cor. 13:1–6

Established churches … Rom. 15:17–20

Appaim—nostrils

A man of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:30, 31

Apparel—clothing

A. Kinds of:

Harlot’s … Gen. 38:14, 15

Virgin’s … 2 Sam. 13:18

Mourner’s … 2 Sam. 12:19, 20

Gorgeous … Luke 7:25

Rich … Ezek. 27:24

Worldly … 1 Pet. 3:3

Showy … Luke 16:19

Official … 1 Kin. 10:5

Royal … Esth. 6:8

Priestly … Ezra 3:10

Angelic … Acts 1:10

Heavenly … Rev. 19:8

Apparel—continued

B. Attitude toward:

Not to covet … Acts 20:33

Without show … 1 Pet. 3:3, 4

Be modest in … 1 Tim. 2:9, 10

C. Figurative of:

Christ’s blood … Is. 63:1–3

Christ’s righteousness … Zech. 3:1–5

The church’s purity … Ps. 45:13, 14

Apparition—appearance of ghost or disembodied spirit

Samuel … 1 Sam. 28:12–14

Christ mistaken for … Matt. 14:26; Luke 24:37, 39

Appeal—petition for higher judgment

To Christ … Luke 12:13, 14

Acts 25:11, 

Of Paul, to … 25–27

Caesar … Acts 26:32

Appearance, outward

A. Can conceal:

Deception … James 1:10, 11; Josh. 9:3–16

Hypocrisy … Matt. 23:25–28

Rottenness … Acts 12:21–23

Rebellion … 2 Sam. 15:7–13

False apostles … 2 Cor. 11:13–15

Inner glory … Is. 53:1–3; Matt. 17:1, 2

B. Can be:

Misunderstood … Josh. 22:10–31

Mistaken … 1 Sam. 1:12–18

Misleading … 2 Cor. 10:7–11

Misjudged … John 7:24

Misinterpreted … Matt. 11:16–19

Appearances, divine

A. Of the Lord in the Old Testament:

To Abraham … Gen. 12:7

To Isaac … Gen. 26:1, 2, 24

To Jacob … Gen. 35:1, 9

To Moses … Ex. 3:1, 2, 16

To Israel … Ex. 16:10

In mercy seat … Lev. 16:2

In tabernacle … Num. 14:10

To Gideon … Judg. 6:11, 12

To Manoah and wife … Judg. 13:2, 3, 10, 21

To Samuel … 1 Sam. 3:21

To David … 2 Chr. 3:1

To Solomon … 1 Kin. 3:5

B. Of Christ’s first advent, in:

Nativity … 2 Tim. 1:10

Transfiguration … Luke 9:29–31

Resurrected form … Luke 24:34

Priestly intercession … Heb. 9:24

Return … Col. 3:4

C. Of Christ resurrected, to, at:

Mary Magdalene … John 20:11–18

Other women … Matt. 28:9, 10

Disciples on road to Emmaus … Luke 24:13–35

Ten disciples … John 20:19–25

Thomas … John 20:26–31

Sea of Galilee … John 21:1–25

Give Great Commission … Matt. 28:16–20

Five hundred brethren … 1 Cor. 15:6

His ascension … Acts 1:4–11

Paul … Acts 9:3–6

John … Rev. 1:10–18

D. Of Christ’s second advent, a time of:

Salvation … Heb. 9:28

Confidence … 1 John 2:28

Judgment … 2 Tim. 4:1

Reward … 2 Tim. 4:8

Blessedness … Titus 2:13

Joy … 1 Pet. 1:7, 8

Rulership … 1 Tim. 6:14, 15

See Theophany

Appeasement—means used to reconcile two parties

A. Kinds of, between:

Brothers … Gen. 32:20

Nations … 1 Kin. 20:31–34

Tribes … Josh. 22:10–34

Jews and Gentiles … Eph. 2:11–17

B. Means of, by:

Gifts … Gen. 43:11–16

Special pleading … 1 Sam. 25:17–35

Correcting an abuse … Acts 6:1–6

Slowness to anger … Prov. 15:18

Wisdom … Prov. 16:14

C. None allowed between:

Righteousness, evil … 2 Cor. 6:14–17

Truth, error … Gal. 1:7–9

Faith, works … Gal. 5:1–10

Flesh, Spirit … Gal. 5:16–26

Christ, Satan … Matt. 4:1–11

Heaven, Sheol … Is. 28:18

D. Of God’s wrath, by:

Righteous action … Num. 16:44–50

Repentance … 2 Sam. 12:10–14

Atoning for an evil … 2 Sam. 21:1–14

Christ’s death … Is. 53:1–7

Christ’s righteousness … Zech. 3:1–5; 2 Cor. 5:18–21

Appetite—desire to fulfill some basic need

A. Kinds of:

Physical … 1 Sam. 14:31–33

Sexual … 1 Cor. 7:1–9

Lustful … Matt. 5:28

Insatiable … Prov. 27:20

Spiritual … Ps. 119:20, 131

B. Perversion of, by:

Gluttony … Prov. 23:1, 2

Adultery … Prov. 6:24–29; Ezek. 23:1–49

Impurity … Rom. 1:24–32

C. Loss of, by:

Age … 2 Sam. 19:35

Trouble … 1 Sam. 28:21–23

Visions … Dan. 10:3–16

Deep concern … John 4:31–34

D. Spiritual, characteristics of:

Satisfying … Is. 55:1, 2

Sufficient … Matt. 5:6

Spontaneous … John 7:37–39

Sanctifying … 1 Pet. 2:2

Sublime … Col. 3:1–3

See Gluttony; Hunger; Temperance

Apphia

Christian lady of Colosse … Philem. 2

Appii Forum—a town about 40 miles south of Rome

Paul meets Christians here … Acts 28:15

Applause—a visible expression of public approval

Men seek after … Matt. 6:1–5

“Apple of the eye”—a figurative expression for something very valuable

A. Translated as:

“The apple of His eye” … Zech. 2:8

B. Figurative of:

God’s care … Deut. 32:10

God’s Law … Prov. 7:2

The saint’s security … Ps. 17:8

Apples of gold—something of great value

A word fitly spoken … Prov. 25:11

Appoint—to set in an official position or relationship

A. Descriptive of ordination, to:

Priesthood … Num. 3:10

Prophetic office … Heb. 3:2

Ruler … 2 Sam. 6:21

Apostleship … Luke 10:1

Deacon’s office … Acts 6:3

Christ as High Priest … Heb. 5:1, 5

Paul as a preacher … 1 Tim. 2:7

Elders … Titus 1:5

Royal officer … Dan. 2:24

B. Descriptive of God’s rule, over:

Earth … Ps. 104:19, 20

World history … Acts 17:26

Israel’s history … 2 Chr. 33:8

Nations … Jer. 47:7

Human life … Job 14:5

Death … Heb. 9:27

Final judgment … Acts 17:31

Human destiny … Matt. 24:51

C. Descriptive of the believer’s life:

Trials … 1 Thess. 3:3

Service … Acts 22:10

Government … Rom. 13:1

Salvation … Acts 13:48; 1 Thess. 5:9

Appreciation—favorable recognition of blessings

Sought for among people … Ps. 107:8–21

Of favors, rebuffed … 2 Sam. 10:1–5

Of blessings, unnoticed … Acts 14:15–18

Apprehension—the ability to understand

God … Job 11:7

God’s Word … Acts 17:11

Prophecy … 1 Pet. 1:10–12

Parables … Matt. 13:10–17

Spiritual truths … 1 Cor. 2:7–16

Christ … Phil. 3:12–14

Appropriation—possessing for one’s use

God’s promises … Heb. 11:8–16

God’s Word … Ps. 119:11

Salvation … Acts 16:30–34

Approval—favorable acceptance

A. Means of, by:

God … Acts 2:22

The Lord … 2 Cor. 10:18

The Jews … Rom. 2:17, 18

A church … 1 Cor. 16:3

Humankind … Rom. 14:18

B. Obtained by:

Endurance … 2 Cor. 6:4–10

Innocence … 2 Cor. 7:11

Spiritual examination … 2 Cor. 13:5–8

Spiritual judgment … Phil. 1:9, 10

Diligence … 2 Tim. 2:15

Aprons—articles of clothing

Item of miraculous healing … Acts 19:12

Aquila—eagle

Jewish tentmaker; husband of Priscilla … Acts 18:2, 3

Paul stays with … Acts 18:1–3

Visits Syria … Acts 18:18

Resides in Ephesus … Acts 18:19

Instructs Apollos … Acts 18:24–26

Esteemed by Paul … Rom. 16:3, 4

Church in their house … Rom. 16:3, 5

Ar—city

A chief Moabite city … Num. 21:15

On Israel’s route … Deut. 2:18

Destroyed by Sihon … Num. 21:28

Destroyed by God … Is. 15:1

Ara—strong

A descendant of Asher … 1 Chr. 7:38

Arab—a court

A mountain city of Judah … Josh. 15:52

Arabia—steppe

A. Place of:

Mt. Sinai … Gal. 4:25

Gold mines … 2 Chr. 9:14

Paul visited … Gal. 1:17

B. People of:

Nomadic … Is. 13:20

Paid tribute to Solomon … 1 Kin. 10:14, 15

Plundered Jerusalem … 2 Chr. 21:16, 17

Defeated by Uzziah … 2 Chr. 26:1, 7

Sold sheep and goats to Tyre … Ezek. 27:1, 2, 21

Opposed Nehemiah … Neh. 2:19

Denounced by prophets … Is. 21:13–17

Visited Jerusalem at Pentecost … Acts 2:11

Arad—fugitive

1. A Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:15

2. A city south of Hebron … Num. 21:1–3

Defeated by Joshua … Josh. 12:14

Kenites settled near … Judg. 1:16

Arah—wayfarer

1. A descendant of Asher … 1 Chr. 7:39

2. A family of returnees … Ezra 2:5

Aram—high; exalted

1. A son of Shem … Gen. 10:22, 23

2. A grandson of Nahor … Gen. 22:21

3. A descendant of Asher … 1 Chr. 7:34

Aramaic—a Semitic language

Used by the Syrians … 2 Kin. 18:26

The language of the postexilic period … Ezra 4:7; Dan. 2:4

Portions of the Bible written in, include … Ezra 4:8–6:18; Ezra 7:12–26; Dan. 2:4–7:28

The same as “Hebrew” in … John 19:20

Words and phrases of, found in … Matt. 27:46; Mark 5:41; Mark 7:34

Aran—wild goat

Esau’s descendant … Gen. 36:28

Ararat—a high mountain range in eastern Armenia

Site of ark’s landing … Gen. 8:4

Assassins flee to … 2 Kin. 19:37; Is. 37:38

Aratus—a Greek poet living about 270 B.C.; not mentioned by name in the Bible

Paul quotes from his PhaenomenaActs 17:28

Araunah—Yahweh is firm

A Jebusite … 2 Sam. 24:15–25

His threshing floor bought by David … 2 Sam. 24:18–25

Became site of temple … 2 Chr. 3:1

Also called Ornan … 1 Chr. 21:18–28

Arba—four

The father of the Anakim … Josh. 14:15

Arbathite—a native of Beth Arabah

Two of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:31

Arbite—a native of Arab

In Judah … 2 Sam. 23:35

Arbitrator—one authorized to settle disputes

A. Exercised by:

Judges … Ex. 18:18–27

Priests … Deut. 17:8–13

Kings … 1 Kin. 3:9, 16–28

Christ … Matt. 22:17–33

Apostles … Acts 6:1–6

Church … Acts 15:1–29

B. Purposes of:

Determine the Lord’s will … Lev. 24:11–16, 23; Num. 15:32–36

Settle disputes … Josh. 22:9–34

Settle labor disputes … Matt. 18:23–35; Matt. 20:1–16

Archaeology—the science of digging up ancient civilizations

Truth springs out of the earth … Ps. 85:11

The stones cry out … Luke 19:40

Archangel—a chief angel

Contends with Satan … Jude 9

Will herald the Lord’s return … 1 Thess. 4:16

Archelaus—leader of the people

Son of Herod the Great … Matt. 2:22

Archers—experts with the bow and arrow

A. Descriptive of:

Ishmael … Gen. 21:20

Jonathan … 1 Sam. 20:34–39

Sons of Ulam … 1 Chr. 8:40

B. Instrumental in the death of:

Saul … 1 Sam. 31:3

Uriah the Hittite … 2 Sam. 11:24

Josiah … 2 Chr. 35:23, 24

C. Figurative of:

Invincibility … Gen. 49:23, 24

The Lord’s chastisements … Job 16:13

Loss of glory … Is. 21:17

Divine judgment … Jer. 50:29

Archippus—master of the horse

A church worker … Col. 4:17

Archite—the long

Canaanite tribe … Josh. 16:2

David’s friend … 2 Sam. 15:32

Architect—one who draws plans for a building

Plan of, given to Noah … Gen. 6:14–16

Plan of, shown to Moses … Ex. 25:8, 9, 40

Bezalel, an inspired … Ex. 35:30–35

Plan of, given to Solomon … 1 Chr. 28:11–21

Seen in Ezekiel’s vision … Ezek. 40–42

Archives—storage place for public and historical documents

The Book of the Law found in … 2 Kin. 22:8

Jeremiah’s roll placed in … Jer. 36:20, 21

Record book kept in … Ezra 4:15

Genealogies kept in … Neh. 7:5, 64

Ard—humpbacked

A son of Benjamin … Gen. 46:21

Progenitor of the Ardites … Num. 26:40

Also called Addar … 1 Chr. 8:3

Ardon—descendant

A son of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:18

Areli—valiant, heroic

A son of Gad … Gen. 46:16

Areopagite—a member of the court

A convert … Acts 17:34

Areopagus—a rocky hill at Athens; also the name of a court

Paul preached … Acts 17:18–34

Aretas—pleasing

The title borne by four Nabatean rulers, the last of whom Paul mentions (Aretas IV, Philopatris, 9 B.C.–A.D. 40) … 2 Cor. 11:32, 33

Argob—mound or region of clods

1. District of Bashan with 60 fortified cities … Deut. 3:4; 1 Kin. 4:13

2. Guard killed by Pekah … 2 Kin. 15:25

Aridai

A son of Haman … Esth. 9:9

Aridatha

A son of Haman … Esth. 9:8

Arieh—lion

Guard killed by Pekah … 2 Kin. 15:25

Ariel—lion of God

1. Ezra’s friend … Ezra 8:15–17

2. Name applied to Jerusalem … Is. 29:1, 2, 7

Arimathea—a height

Joseph’s native city … John 19:38

Arioch—lionlike

1. King of Ellasar … Gen. 14:1, 9

2. Captain of Nebuchadnezzar … Dan. 2:14, 15

Arisai

A son of Haman … Esth. 9:9

Arise—to stand up

A. Descriptive of:

Natural events … Eccl. 1:5

Standing up … 1 Sam. 28:23

Regeneration … Luke 15:18, 20

Resurrection … Matt. 9:24, 25

A miracle … Luke 4:38, 39

B. Descriptive of prophetic events:

World kingdoms … Dan. 2:39

The Messiah’s advent … Is. 60:1–3

Persecution … Mark 4:16, 17

False christs … Matt. 24:24

Aristarchus—the best ruler

A Macedonian Christian … Acts 19:29

Accompanied Paul … Acts 20:1, 4

Imprisoned with Paul … Col. 4:10

Aristobulus—the best counselor

A Christian at Rome … Rom. 16:10

Ark of bulrushes—a basket made of reeds (papyrus)

Moses placed in … Ex. 2:1–6

Made by faith … Heb. 11:23

Ark of Noah

Construction … Gen. 6:14–16

Cargo … Gen. 6:19–21

Ready for the flood … Matt. 24:38, 39

Rested on Mt. Ararat … Gen. 8:1–16

A type of baptism … 1 Pet. 3:20, 21

Ark of the Covenant—a small box containing the tablets of the Law

A. Called:

Ark of the covenant … Num. 10:33

Ark of the Testimony … Ex. 30:6

Ark of the Lord … Josh. 4:11

Ark of God … 1 Sam. 3:3

Ark of God’s strength … 2 Chr. 6:41

B. Construction of:

Described … Ex. 25:10–22

Executed … Ex. 37:1–5

C. Contained:

The Ten Commandments … Deut. 10:4, 5

Aaron’s rod … Num. 17:10; Heb. 9:4

Pot of manna … Ex. 16:33, 34

D. Conveyed:

By Levites … Num. 3:30, 31

Before Israel … Josh. 3:3–17

Into battle … 1 Sam. 4:4, 5

On a cart … 1 Sam. 6:7–15

E. Purposes of:

Symbol of God’s Law … Ex. 25:16, 21

Memorial of God’s provision … Ex. 16:33, 34

Place to know God’s will … Ex. 25:22; Ex. 30:6, 36

Place of entreaty … Josh. 7:6–15

Symbol of God’s holiness … 1 Sam. 6:19; 2 Sam. 6:6, 7

Place of atonement … Lev. 16:2, 14–17

Symbol of heaven … Rev. 11:19

F. History of:

Placed in Most Holy Place … Ex. 26:34

Carried across Jordan … Josh. 3:14–17

Caused Jordan’s stoppage … Josh. 4:5–11, 18

Carried around Jericho … Josh. 6:6–20

At Mt. Ebal ceremony … Josh. 8:30–33

Set up at Shiloh … Josh. 18:1

Moved to house of God … Judg. 20:26, 27

Returned to Shiloh … 1 Sam. 1:3

Carried into battle … 1 Sam. 4:3–22

Captured … 1 Sam. 4:10–22

Caused Dagon’s fall … 1 Sam. 5:1–4

Brought a plague … 1 Sam. 5:6–12

Returned to Israel … 1 Sam. 6:1–21

Set in Abinadab’s house … 1 Sam. 7:1, 2

Moved illegally on cart … 2 Sam. 6:1–9

In Obed-Edom’s house … 2 Sam. 6:10–12

Established in Jerusalem … 2 Sam. 6:12–17

During Absalom’s rebellion … 2 Sam. 15:24–29

Placed in temple … 1 Kin. 8:1–11

Restored by Josiah … 2 Chr. 35:3

Prophetic fulfillment … Jer. 3:16, 17; Acts 15:13–18

Arkite—belonging to Arka

Canaan’s descendants … Gen. 10:17; 1 Chr. 1:15

Arm of God

A. Described as:

Stretched out … Deut. 4:34

Everlasting … Deut. 33:27

Strong, mighty … Ps. 89:10, 13

Holy … Ps. 98:1

Glorious … Is. 63:12

B. Descriptive of, God’s:

Redeeming … Ex. 6:6

Saving … Ps. 44:3

Victorious … Ps. 98:1

Ruling … Is. 40:10

Strengthening … Ps. 89:21

Protecting … Deut. 7:19

Destroying … Is. 30:30

Arm of the wicked—expression for molestation

Shall be broken … Ps. 10:15

Armageddon—Mount Megiddo

Site of:

Historic wars … Judg. 5:19

Final battle … Rev. 16:16

Armholes

Armpits, protected with rags … Jer. 38:12

Armoni—belonging to the palace

A son of Saul … 2 Sam. 21:8–11

Armor—a protective article of warfare

A. As a protective weapon:

Shield … 1 Sam. 17:7, 41

Helmet … 1 Sam. 17:38

Scale armor … 1 Sam. 17:5, 38; 1 Kin. 22:34

Greaves … 1 Sam. 17:6

Body armor … 2 Chr. 26:14; Jer. 46:4

B. As an aggressive weapon:

Rod … Ps. 2:9

Sling … 1 Sam. 17:40

Bow and arrow … 2 Sam. 1:18

Spear … Is. 2:4

Sword … 1 Sam. 17:51

See Armor, spiritual

Armorbearer—one who bears the arms of another

Assists kings in battle … Judg. 9:54

David serves Saul as … 1 Sam. 16:21

Jonathan’s, a man of courage … 1 Sam. 14:7, 12

Saul’s, dies with him … 1 Sam. 31:4–6

Goliath’s, precedes him … 1 Sam. 17:7, 41

Armor, spiritual

The Christian’s, complete … Eph. 6:11–17; 1 Thess. 5:8

Of light … Rom. 13:12

Of righteousness … 2 Cor. 6:7

The Bible, the sword … Eph. 6:17

Not of flesh … 2 Cor. 10:4, 5

Armory—an arsenal

Armor stored in … Neh. 3:19

God’s, opened for war … Jer. 50:25

David’s, well stocked … Song 4:4

Army—group organized and disciplined for battle

A. Consisted of:

Men over 20 … Num. 1:3

Infantrymen … 2 Chr. 25:5

Archers … 1 Chr. 5:18

Slingstones … 2 Chr. 26:14

Chariots … 1 Kin. 4:26

Foreigners … 2 Sam. 15:18

Choice men … 2 Sam. 10:7–9

B. Led by:

God … Josh. 5:13–15

Judges … Judg. 11:1, 5, 6, 32

Commander … 2 Sam. 2:8

Kings … 2 Sam. 12:28, 29

C. Commands regarding:

Use of chariots … Deut. 17:16

Deferred certain classes … Num. 2:33; Deut. 20:1–9

Division of spoil … 1 Sam. 30:21–25

Fearfulness … Deut. 20:1

D. Units of:

Fifties … 2 Kin. 1:9

Hundreds … Num. 31:14, 48

Legions … Matt. 26:53

Garrison … Acts 21:31

Guards … Acts 28:16

Squads … Acts 12:4

Thousands … Num. 31:14, 48

E. Of Israel, conquered:

Egyptians … Ex. 14:19–31

Jericho … Josh. 6:1–25

Midianites … Judg. 7:1–23

Philistines … 1 Sam. 14:14–23

Syrians … 2 Kin. 7:1–15

Assyrians … 2 Kin. 19:35, 36

Army, Christian

A. Warfare against:

The world … James 4:4; 1 John 2:15–17

The flesh … Gal. 5:17–21

Satan … 1 Pet. 5:8, 9

Evil men … 2 Tim. 3:8

False teachers … Jude 3, 4

Spiritual wickedness … Eph. 6:12

Worldly “idle babblings” … 1 Tim. 6:20

B. Equipment for:

Sufficient for total war … Eph. 6:12–17; 1 Thess. 5:8

Spiritual in nature … 2 Cor. 10:3, 4

Sharper than any sword … Heb. 4:12

C. The soldier in, must:

Enlist … Matt. 28:18–20

Obey … 2 Cor. 10:5, 6

Please one who enlisted him … 2 Tim. 2:4

Use self-control … 1 Cor. 9:25–27

Stand firm … Eph. 6:13–17

Endure hardship … 2 Tim. 2:3

Show courage … 2 Tim. 4:7–18

Fight hard … 1 Tim. 6:12

Be pure … 1 Pet. 2:11, 12

Be alert … 1 Pet. 5:8

Be faithful … 1 Tim. 1:18–20

D. Jesus Christ, the Captain of, is:

Perfect … Heb. 2:10

Undefiled … Heb. 7:26

Powerful … 2 Thess. 2:8

Arnan—strong

A descendant of David … 1 Chr. 3:1, 21

Arnon—a river

Boundary between Moab and Ammon … Num. 21:13, 26

Border of Reuben … Deut. 3:12, 16

Ammonites reminded of … Judg. 11:18–26

Arod—hunchbacked

A son of Gad … Num. 26:17

Called Arodi … Gen. 46:16

Aroer—naked

1. A town in east Jordan … Deut. 2:36

An Amorite boundary city … Josh. 13:9, 10, 16

Sihon ruled … Josh. 12:2

Assigned to Reuben … Deut. 3:12

Rebuilt by Gadites … Num. 32:34

Beginning of David’s census … 2 Sam. 24:1, 5

Taken by Hazael … 2 Kin. 10:32, 33

Possessed by Moab … Jer. 48:19

2. A city of Judah … 1 Sam. 30:28

3. A city of Gad … Josh. 13:25

Aroma—a pleasant smell

Of sacrifices … Lev. 26:31

Figurative of gifts … Phil. 4:18

Arpad—a couch, resting place

A town in Samaria … 2 Kin. 18:34

End of, predicted … Jer. 49:23

Arphaxad

A son of Shem … Gen. 10:22, 24

Born two years after the flood … Gen. 11:10–13

An ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:36

Arrogance—overbearing pride

Mentioned with other evils … Prov. 8:13

To be punished by God … Is. 13:11

Seen in haughtiness … Jer. 48:29

Arrows—sharp instruments hurled by a bow

A. Uses of:

Hunting … Gen. 27:3

Send message … 1 Sam. 20:20–22

Divination … Ezek. 21:21

Prophecy … 2 Kin. 13:14–19

War … 2 Kin. 19:32

B. Described as:

Deadly … Prov. 26:18

Sharp … Ps. 120:4

Bright … Jer. 51:11

Like lightning … Zech. 9:14

C. Figurative of:

God’s judgments … Deut. 32:23, 42

Intense affliction … Job 6:4

Wicked intentions … Ps. 11:2

Messiah’s mission … Ps. 45:5

Bitter words … Ps. 64:3

God’s power … Ps. 76:3

Daily hazards … Ps. 91:5

Children … Ps. 127:4

A false witness … Prov. 25:18

A deceitful tongue … Jer. 9:8

Arson—setting fire to property maliciously

A. Features concerning:

A law forbidding … Ex. 22:6

A means of revenge … Judg. 12:1

B. Instances of, by:

Samson … Judg. 15:4, 5

Danites … Judg. 18:26, 27

Absalom … 2 Sam. 14:30

Enemies … Ps. 74:7, 8

Art

Ointment after the … Ex. 30:25

Stones graven by … Acts 17:29

Artaxerxes—great king

Artaxerxes I, king of Persia (465–425 B.C.), authorizes Ezra’s mission to Jerusalem … Ezra 7:1–28

Temporarily halts rebuilding program at Jerusalem … Ezra 4:7–23

Commissions Nehemiah’s mission … Neh. 2:1–10

Permits Nehemiah to return … Neh. 13:6

Artemas—gift of Artemis

Paul’s companion at Nicopolis … Titus 3:12

Artisans—skilled workers; craftspersons

Tubal-Cain, the earliest … Gen. 4:22

Women, work of in tabernacle … Ex. 35:25

Employed in temple construction … 1 Chr. 29:5

Removed in judgment … Is. 3:1–3

Arts and crafts in the Bible

Armorer … 1 Sam. 8:12

Baker … Gen. 40:1

Barber … Ezek. 5:1

Blacksmith … 1 Sam. 13:19

Brickmaker … Ex. 5:7

Carpenter … Mark 6:3

Carver … Ex. 31:5

Caulker … Ezek. 27:9

Cook … 1 Sam. 8:13

Arts and crafts in the Bible—continued

Coppersmith … 2 Tim. 4:14

Draftsman … Ezek. 4:1

Dyer … Ex. 25:1–5

Embalmer … Gen. 50:2, 3

Engraver … Ex. 28:11

Farmer … Gen. 4:2

Fisherman … Matt. 4:18

Gardener … John 20:15

Goldsmith … Is. 40:19

Jeweler … Ex. 28:17–21

Lapidary … Ex. 35:33

Launderer … Mark 9:3

Mason … 2 Sam. 5:11

Molder … Ex. 32:4

Musician … 2 Sam. 6:5

Oarsmen … Ezek. 27:8, 9

Painting … Jer. 22:14

Perfumer … Ex. 30:25, 35

Potter … Jer. 18:3

Refiner … Mal. 3:2, 3

Ropemaker … Judg. 16:11

Sewing … Ezek. 13:18

Shipbuilding … 1 Kin. 9:26

Silversmith … Acts 19:24

Smelter … Job 28:1, 2

Spinner … Prov. 31:19

Stonecutter … Ex. 31:5

Tailor … Ex. 28:3, 4

Tanner … Acts 10:6

Tapestry maker … Ex. 35:35

Tentmaking … Acts 18:3

Weaver … Ex. 35:35

Winemaker … Neh. 13:15

Worker in metal … Gen. 4:22; Ex. 31:3, 4

Writer … Judg. 5:14

Arubboth—the lattices

A town in one of Solomon’s districts … 1 Kin. 4:10

Arumah—height

A village near Shechem; Abimelech’s refuge … Judg. 9:41

Arvad—wandering

A Phoenician city built on an island north of Tyre … Ezek. 27:8, 11

Arvadites—inhabitants of Arvad

Of Canaanite ancestry … Gen. 10:18; 1 Chr. 1:16

Arza—earth

King Elah’s steward in Tirzah … 1 Kin. 16:9

Asa—physician

1. Third king of Judah … 1 Kin. 15:8–10

Reigns 10 years in peace … 2 Chr. 14:1

Overthrows idolatry … 2 Chr. 14:2–5

Removes his grandmother … 1 Kin. 15:13

Fortifies Judah … 2 Chr. 14:6–8

Defeats the Ethiopians … 2 Chr. 14:9–15

Leads in national revival … 2 Chr. 15:1–15

Hires Ben-Hadad against Baasha … 2 Chr. 16:1–6

Reproved by a prophet … 2 Chr. 16:7–10

Diseased, seeks physicians rather than the Lord … 2 Chr. 16:12

Buried in Jerusalem … 2 Chr. 16:13, 14

An ancestor of Christ … Matt. 1:7

2. A Levite among returnees … 1 Chr. 9:16

Asahel—God has made

1. A son of Zeruiah, David’s sister … 1 Chr. 2:16

Noted for valor … 2 Sam. 2:18; 2 Sam. 23:24

Pursues Abner … 2 Sam. 2:19

Killed by Abner … 2 Sam. 2:23

Avenged by Joab … 2 Sam. 3:27, 30

Made a captain in David’s army … 1 Chr. 27:7

2. A Levite teacher … 2 Chr. 17:8

3. A collector of tithes … 2 Chr. 31:12, 13

4. A priest who opposes Ezra’s reforms … Ezra 10:15

Asaiah—Yahweh has made

1. A Simeonite chief … 1 Chr. 4:36

2. A Levite during David’s reign … 1 Chr. 6:30

Helps restore ark to Jerusalem … 1 Chr. 15:6, 11

3. An officer sent to Huldah … 2 Chr. 34:20–22; 2 Kin. 22:12–14

4. The firstborn of the Shilonites … 1 Chr. 9:5

Probably called Maaseiah … Neh. 11:5

Asaph—collector

1. A Gershonite Levite choir leader in the time of David and Solomon … 1 Chr. 15:16–19; 1 Chr. 16:1–7; 2 Chr. 5:6, 12

Called a seer … 2 Chr. 29:30

Sons of, made musicians … 1 Chr. 25:1–9

Twelve psalms assigned to … 2 Chr. 29:30; Ps. 50; 73–83

Descendants of, among returnees … Ezra 2:41; Neh. 7:44

In dedication ceremony … Ezra 3:10

2. The father of Hezekiah’s recorder … 2 Kin. 18:18, 37

3. A chief forester whom Artaxerxes commands to supply timber to Nehemiah … Neh. 2:8

4. A Korahite Levite … 1 Chr. 26:1

Also called Ebiasaph … 1 Chr. 9:19

Asarel—God has bound

A son of Jehallelel … 1 Chr. 4:16

Ascension—rising to a higher place

A. Descriptive of:

Physical rising of smoke … Ex. 19:18; Josh. 8:20, 21

Going up hill … Luke 19:28

Rising to heaven … Ps. 139:8

Christ’s ascension … John 6:62

Sinful ambition … Is. 14:13, 14

B. Of saints:

Enoch, translation of … Gen. 5:24; Heb. 11:5

Elijah, translation of … 2 Kin. 2:11; Matt. 17:1–9

Christians, at Christ’s return … 1 Cor. 15:51, 52; 1 Thess. 4:13–18

C. Of Christ:

Foretold in the Old Testament … Ps. 68:18; Eph. 4:8–10

Announced by Christ … John 20:17

Forty days after His resurrection … Luke 24:48–51; Acts 1:1–12

Enters heaven by redemption … Heb. 6:19, 20; Heb. 9:12, 24

Crowned with glory and honor … Heb. 2:9

Rules from David’s throne … Acts 2:29–36

Sits at the Father’s side … Eph. 1:20; Heb. 1:3

Intercedes for the saints … Rom. 8:34

Preparing place for His people … John 14:2

Highly exalted … Acts 5:31; Phil. 2:9

Reigns triumphantly … 1 Cor. 15:24–28; Heb. 10:12, 13

Exercises priestly ministry … Heb. 4:14–16; Heb. 8:1, 2

Ascent of Akrabbim—steep

Ascent south of the Dead Sea … Josh. 15:3

Asceticism—stern restraint upon bodily appetites

A. Forms of, seen in:

Nazirite vow … Num. 6:1–21

Manoah’s wife … Judg. 13:3–14

Samson … Judg. 16:16, 17

Elijah’s life … 1 Kin. 19:1–9

The Rechabites … Jer. 35:1–19

John the Baptist … Matt. 3:4; Matt. 11:18

Jesus Christ … Matt. 4:2

Paul … 1 Cor. 9:27

B. Teaching concerning:

Extreme, repudiated … Luke 7:33–36

False, rejected … Col. 2:20–23; 1 Tim. 4:3, 4

Some, necessary … 1 Cor. 9:26, 27; 2 Tim. 2:3, 4

Temporary, helpful … Ezra 8:21–23; 1 Cor. 7:3–9

Figurative of complete consecration … Matt. 19:12; Rev. 14:1–5

Asenath—belonging to the goddess Neith

Daughter of Poti-Pherah and wife of Joseph … Gen. 41:45

Mother of Manasseh and Ephraim … Gen. 41:50–52; Gen. 46:20

Ashamed—shame instilled by evildoing

A. Caused by:

Mistreatment … 2 Sam. 10:4, 5

Sad tidings … 2 Kin. 8:7–13

Transgression … Ps. 25:3

Inconsistent action … Ezra 8:22

Idolatry … Is. 44:9–17

Rebellion against God … Is. 45:24

Lewdness … Ezek. 16:27

False prophecy … Zech. 13:3, 4

Rejecting God’s mercy … Is. 65:13

Unbelief … Mark 8:38

Unpreparedness … 2 Cor. 9:4

B. Avoidance of, by:

Waiting for the Lord … Ps. 34:5; Is. 49:23

Regarding God’s commands … Ps. 119:6

Sound in statutes … Ps. 119:80

Trusting God … Ps. 25:20

Believing in Christ … Rom. 9:33; Rom. 10:11

Christian diligence … 2 Tim. 2:15

Assurance of faith … 2 Tim. 1:12

Abiding in Christ … 1 John 2:28

C. Possible objects of, in the Christian’s life:

Life’s plans … Phil. 1:20

God’s message … 2 Tim. 1:8

The gospel … Rom. 1:16

The old life … Rom. 6:20, 21

One’s faith … 1 Pet. 4:16

Ashan—smoke

A city of Judah … Josh. 15:42

Later allotted to Judah … Josh. 19:7

Assigned to the Levites … 1 Chr. 6:59

Asharelah—Yahweh is joined

A son of Asaph in David’s time … 1 Chr. 25:2

Called Jesharelah … 1 Chr. 25:14

Ashbea—let me call as witness

A descendant of Shelah … 1 Chr. 4:21

Ashbel—having a long upper lip

A son of Benjamin … Gen. 46:21; 1 Chr. 8:1

Progenitor of the Ashbelites … Num. 26:38

Ashdod—stronghold; fortress

One of five Philistine cities … Josh. 13:3

Anakim refuge … Josh. 11:22

Assigned to Judah … Josh. 15:46, 47

Seat of Dagon worship … 1 Sam. 5:1–8

Captured by Tartan … Is. 20:1

Opposed Nehemiah … Neh. 4:7

Women of, marry Jews … Neh. 13:23, 24

Called Azotus … Acts 8:40

Asher—happy

1. Jacob’s second son by Zilpah … Gen. 30:12, 13

Goes to Egypt with Jacob … Gen. 46:8, 17

Father of five children … Gen. 46:17

Blessed by Jacob … Gen. 49:20

2. The tribe fathered by Asher, Jacob’s son … Deut. 33:24

Census of … Num. 1:41; Num. 26:47

Tolerant of Canaanites … Judg. 1:31, 32

Failure of, in national crisis … Judg. 5:17

Among Gideon’s army … Judg. 6:35; Judg. 7:23

A godly remnant among … 2 Chr. 30:11

Anna, descendant of … Luke 2:36–38

12,000 of sealed … Rev. 7:6

3. A town in Manasseh … Josh. 17:7

Asherah—a goddess of the Phoenicians and Arameans

1. The female counterpart of Baal … Judg. 3:7; 1 Kin. 18:19

Asa’s mother worships … 1 Kin. 15:13

Image of, erected by Manasseh in the temple … 2 Kin. 21:7

Vessels of, destroyed by Josiah … 2 Kin. 23:4

2. Translated “wooden images, ” idols used in the worship of Asherah … Ex. 34:13; Deut. 12:3; Deut. 16:21; 1 Kin. 16:32, 33; 2 Kin. 23:6, 7

Ashes—the powdery residue of burned material

A. Used for:

A miracle … Ex. 9:8–10

Purification … Num. 19:1–10; Heb. 9:13

B. Symbolic of:

Mourning … 2 Sam. 13:19; Esth. 4:1, 3

Dejection … Job 2:8

Repentance … Job 42:6; Dan. 9:3; Matt. 11:21

C. Figurative of:

Frailty … Gen. 18:27

Destruction … Ezek. 28:18

Victory … Mal. 4:3

Worthlessness … Job 13:12

Transformation … Is. 61:3

Deceit … Is. 44:20

Afflictions … Ps. 102:9

Destruction … Jer. 6:26

Ashhur—blackness

A descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:24; 1 Chr. 4:5–7

Ashima—heaven

A god or idol worshiped by Assyrian colonists at Samaria … 2 Kin. 17:30

Ashkelon—holm oak

One of five Philistine cities … Josh. 13:3; Jer. 47:5, 7

Captured by Judah … Judg. 1:18

Men of, killed by Samson … Judg. 14:19, 20

Repossessed by Philistines … 1 Sam. 6:17; 2 Sam. 1:20

Doom of, pronounced by the prophets … Jer. 47:5, 7; Amos 1:8; Zeph. 2:4, 7; Zech. 9:5

Ashkenaz

1. A descendant of Noah through Japheth … Gen. 10:3; 1 Chr. 1:6

2. A nation associated with Ararat, Minni … Jer. 51:27

Ashnah—hard, firm

1. A village of Judah near Zorah … Josh. 15:33

2. Another village of Judah … Josh. 15:43

Ashpenaz

The chief of Nebuchadnezzar’s eunuchs … Dan. 1:3

Ashtaroth, Astaroth—plural of Ashtoreth

1. A city in Bashan; residence of King Og … Deut. 1:4; Josh. 12:4

Captured by Israel … Josh. 9:10

Assigned to Manasseh … Josh. 13:31

Made a Levitical city (“Be Eshterah”) … Josh. 21:27

Uzzia, a native of … 1 Chr. 11:44

2. A general designation of the Canaanite female deities … 1 Sam. 7:3, 4; 1 Sam. 31:10

Ashteroth Karnaim—twin peaks near Ashtaroth

A fortified city in Gilead occupied by the Rephaims … Gen. 14:5

Ashtoreth—the name given by Hebrews to the goddess Ashtart (Astarte)

A. A mother goddess of love, fertility, and war worshiped by:

Philistines … 1 Sam. 31:10

Sidonians … 1 Kin. 11:5, 33

Hebrews (see below)

B. Israel’s relation to:

Ensnared by … Judg. 2:13; Judg. 10:6

Worship of, by Solomon … 1 Kin. 11:5, 33

Destroyed by Josiah … 2 Kin. 23:13

See Ashtaroth 2

Ashurites

A people belonging to Ishbosheth’s kingdom … 2 Sam. 2:8, 9

Ashvath—made

An Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:33

Asia—in New Testament times, the Roman province of proconsular Asia

People from, at Pentecost … Acts 2:9, 10

Paul forbidden to preach in … Acts 16:6

Paul’s later ministry in … Acts 19:1–26

Paul plans to pass by … Acts 20:16, 17

Paul’s great conflict in … 2 Cor. 1:8

Peter writes to saints of … 1 Pet. 1:1

Seven churches of … Rev. 1:4, 11

Asiel—God has made

A Simeonite … 1 Chr. 4:35

Asking in prayer

A. Based upon:

God’s foreknowledge … Matt. 6:8

God’s willingness … Luke 11:11–13

God’s love … John 16:23–27

Abiding in Christ … John 15:7

B. Receiving of answer, based upon:

Having faith … James 1:5, 6

Keeping God’s commands … 1 John 3:22

Regarding God’s will … 1 John 5:14, 15

Believing trust … Matt. 21:22

Asking in prayer—continued

Unselfishness … James 4:2, 3

In Christ’s name … John 14:13, 14; John 15:16

Asnah—thornbush

The head of a family of Nethinims … Ezra 2:50

Asp—a deadly snake

Figurative of man’s evil nature … Ps. 140:3; Rom. 3:13

Aspatha—horse-given

A son of Haman … Esth. 9:7

Asphalt

In Babel’s tower … Gen. 11:3

In Moses’ ark … Ex. 2:3

Kings fall in … Gen. 14:10

Aspiration—exalted desire combined with holy zeal

A. Centered in:

God Himself … Ps. 42:1, 2

God’s kingdom … Matt. 6:33

The high calling … Phil. 3:8–14

Heaven … Col. 3:1, 2

Acceptableness with Christ … 2 Tim. 2:4

B. Inspired by:

Christ’s love … 2 Cor. 5:14–16

Work yet to be done … Rom. 15:18–20; 2 Cor. 10:13–18

Christ’s grace … 2 Cor. 12:9–15

The reward … 2 Tim. 4:7, 8

The Lord’s return … Matt. 24:42–47; 1 John 3:1–3

World’s end … 2 Pet. 3:11–14

Asriel—God has filled with joy

A descendant of Manasseh and progenitor of the Asrielites … Num. 26:31; Josh. 17:2; 1 Chr. 7:14

Assassination—killing by secret and sudden assault

A. Actual cases of:

Eglon by Ehud … Judg. 3:17, 20, 21

Sisera by Jael … Judg. 4:17–21

Abner by Joab … 2 Sam. 3:27

Ishbosheth by sons of Rimmon … 2 Sam. 4:5–8

Amnon by Absalom … 2 Sam. 13:28, 29

Absalom by Joab … 2 Sam. 18:14

Amasa by Joab … 2 Sam. 20:10

Elah by Zimri … 1 Kin. 16:8–10

Ben-Hadad by Hazael … 2 Kin. 8:7, 8, 15

Jehoram by Jehu … 2 Kin. 9:24

Ahaziah by Jehu … 2 Kin. 9:27

Jezebel by Jehu … 2 Kin. 9:30–37

Joash by servants … 2 Kin. 12:20, 21

Zechariah by Shallum … 2 Kin. 15:8–10

Shallum by Menahem … 2 Kin. 15:14

Pekahiah by Pekah … 2 Kin. 15:25

Pekah by Hoshea … 2 Kin. 15:30

Amon by servants … 2 Kin. 21:23

Gedaliah by Ishmael … 2 Kin. 25:25

Sennacherib by his sons … 2 Kin. 19:36, 37

B. Attempted cases of:

Jacob by Esau … Gen. 27:41–45

Joseph by his brothers … Gen. 37:18–22

David by Saul … 1 Sam. 19:10–18

David by Absalom … 2 Sam. 15:10–14

Joash by Athaliah … 2 Kin. 11:1–3

Ahasuerus by servants … Esth. 2:21–23

Jesus by the Jews … Luke 4:14, 28–30; John 7:1

Paul by the Jews … Acts 9:23–25 ; Acts 23:12–31

C. Crime of:

Against God’s image in man … Gen. 9:6

Punishable by death … Ex. 21:12–15; Num. 35:33

Not to be condoned … Deut. 19:11–13

Puts the guilty under a curse … Deut. 27:24

Abhorred by the righteous … 2 Sam. 4:4–12

Assembly—a large gathering for official business

A. Descriptive of:

Israel as a people … Num. 10:2–8

Israel as a nation … Judg. 20:1, 2; 2 Chr. 30:23

God’s elect people … Ps. 111:1

A civil court … Acts 19:32–41

A church gathering … James 2:2–4

B. Purposes of:

Proclaim war … Judg. 10:17, 18; 1 Sam. 14:20

Establish the ark in Zion … 1 Kin. 8:1–6

Institute reforms … Ezra 9:4–15; Neh. 9:1, 2

Celebrate victory … Esth. 9:17, 18

Condemn Christ … Matt. 26:3, 4, 57

Worship God … Acts 4:31; Heb. 10:25

C. Significant ones, at:

Sinai … Ex. 19:1–19

Joshua’s farewell … Josh. 23:1–16; Josh. 24:1–28

David’s coronation … 2 Sam. 5:1–3

The temple’s dedication … 2 Chr. 5:1–14

Josiah’s reformation … 2 Kin. 23:1–3, 21–23

Ezra’s reading the Law … Neh. 8:1–18

Jesus’ trial … Matt. 27:11–26

Pentecost … Acts 2:1–21

The Jerusalem Council … Acts 15:5–21

Assent—agreeing to the truth of a statement or fact

A. Concerning good things:

Accepting God’s covenant … Ex. 19:7, 8

Agreeing to reforms … 1 Sam. 7:3, 4; Ezra 10:1–12, 19

Accepting a scriptural decision … Acts 15:13–22

Receiving Christ as Savior … Rom. 10:9, 10

B. Concerning evil things:

Tolerating idolatry … Jer. 44:15–19

Condemning Christ to death … Matt. 27:17–25

Putting Stephen to death … Acts 7:51–60

Refusing to hear the gospel … Acts 13:44–51

Asshur—level plain

1. One of the sons of Shem; progenitor of the Assyrians … Gen. 10:22; 1 Chr. 1:17

2. The chief god of the Assyrians; seen in names like Ashurbanipal (Osnapper) … Ezra 4:10

3. A city in Assyria or the nation of Assyria … Num. 24:22, 24

Asshurim—mighty ones

Descendants of Abraham by Keturah … Gen. 25:3

Assir—prisoner

1. A son of Korah … Ex. 6:24; 1 Chr. 6:22

2. A son of Ebiasaph … 1 Chr. 6:23, 37

3. A son of King Jeconiah … 1 Chr. 3:17

Assistance, divine

A. Offered, in:

Battle … 2 Chr. 20:5–17

Trouble … Ps. 50:15

Crises … Luke 21:14, 15

Prayer … Rom. 8:16–27

Testimony … 2 Tim. 4:17

Wisdom … James 1:5–8

B. Given:

Internally … Phil. 2:13; Heb. 13:21

By God … 2 Cor. 8:9; 1 John 4:9, 10

By Christ … Phil. 4:13

By the Spirit … Zech. 4:6

By God’s Word … 1 Thess. 2:13

By grace … 1 Cor. 15:10

By prayer … James 5:15–18

By trusting God … Ps. 37:3–7

By God’s providence … Rom. 8:28

Association—joining together for mutually beneficial purposes

A. Among believers, hindered by:

Sin … Acts 5:1–11

Friction … Acts 6:1–6

Inconsistency … Gal. 2:11–14

Disagreement … Acts 15:36–40

Selfishness … 3 John 9–11

Ambition … Matt. 20:20–24

Error … 2 John 7–11

Partiality … James 2:1–5

B. Among believers, helped by:

Common faith … Acts 2:42–47

Mutual helpfulness … Gal. 6:1–5

United prayer … Matt. 18:19, 20

Impending dangers … Neh. 4:1–23

Grateful praise … Acts 4:23–33

See Alliance with evil; Fellowship

Assos—a seaport of Mysia in Asia Minor

Paul walks to, from Troas … Acts 20:13, 14

Assurance—the security of knowing that one’s name is written in heaven

A. Objects of, one’s:

Election … 1 Thess. 1:4

Adoption … Eph. 1:4, 5

Union with Christ … 1 Cor. 6:15

Possession of eternal life … John 5:24; 1 John 5:13

Peace … Rom. 5:1

B. Steps in:

Believing God’s Word … 1 Thess. 2:13

Accepting Christ as Savior … Rom. 10:9, 10

Standing upon the promises … John 10:28–30

Desiring spiritual things … 1 Pet. 2:2

Growing in grace … 2 Pet. 1:5–11





Knowing life is changed … 2 Cor. 5:17; 1 John 3:14–22

Having inner peace and joy … Rom. 15:12, 13; Phil. 4:7

Victorious living … 1 John 5:4, 5

The Spirit’s testimony … Rom. 8:15, 16

Absolute assurance … Rom. 8:33–39; 2 Tim. 1:12

C. Compatible with:

A nature still subject to sin … 1 John 1:8–10; 1 John 2:1

Imperfection of life … Gal. 6:1

Limited knowledge … 1 Cor. 13:9–12

Fatherly chastisement … Heb. 12:5–11

Assyria—the nation ruled from Asshur (first) and Nineveh (later)

A. Significant facts regarding:

Of remote antiquity … Gen. 2:14

Of Shem’s ancestry … Gen. 10:22

Founded by Nimrod … Gen. 10:8–12; Mic. 5:6

Nineveh, principal city of … Gen. 10:11

Hiddekel (Tigris) River flows through … Gen. 2:14 

Proud nation … Is. 10:5–15

A cruel military power … Nah. 3:1–19

Agent of God’s purposes … Is. 7:17–20; Is. 10:5, 6

B. Contacts of, with Israel:

Pul (Tiglath-Pileser III, 745–727 B.C.) captures Damascus … Is. 8:4

Puts Menahem under tribute … 2 Kin. 15:19, 20

Occasions Isaiah’s prophecy … Is. 7; 8

Puts Pekah under tribute … 2 Kin. 15:29

Shalmaneser (727–722 B.C.) besieges Samaria … 2 Kin. 17:3–5

Sargon II (722–705 B.C.) captures Israel … 2 Kin. 17:6–41

C. Contacts of, with Judah:

Sargon’s general takes Ashdod (in Philistia) … Is. 20:1–6

Sennacherib (704–681 B.C.) invades Judah … 2 Kin. 18:13

Puts Hezekiah under tribute … 2 Kin. 18:14–16

Threatens Hezekiah through Rabshakeh … 2 Kin. 18:17–37

Army of, miraculously slain … 2 Kin. 19:35

D. Prophecies concerning:

Destruction of, anciently foretold … Num. 24:22–24

Israel captive in land of … Hos. 10:6; Hos. 11:5

Doom of, mentioned … Is. 10:12, 19; Is. 14:24, 25

End eulogized … Nah. 3:1–19

Shares, figuratively, in gospel blessings … Is. 19:23–25

Astonishment—an emotion of perplexed amazement

A. Caused by:

God’s judgments … 1 Kin. 9:8, 9; Jer. 18:16

Racial intermarriage … Ezra 9:2–4

Urgent message … Ezek. 3:14, 15

A miracle … Dan. 3:24

An unexplained vision … Dan. 8:27

Christ’s knowledge … Luke 2:47

Christ’s teaching … Luke 4:32

Christ’s miracles … Mark 5:42; Luke 5:9

Gentile conversions … Acts 10:45

Miracles … Acts 12:5–7, 13–16; Acts 13:6–12

B. Applied figuratively to:

God … Jer. 14:9

Babylon … Jer. 51:37, 41

Jerusalem … Ezek. 5:5, 15

Priests … Jer. 4:9

Astrologers—those who search the heavens for supposed revelations

Cannot save Babylon … Is. 47:1, 12–15

Cannot interpret dreams … Dan. 2:2, 10–13; Dan. 4:7

Cannot decipher handwriting … Dan. 5:7, 8

Daniel surpasses … Dan. 1:20

Daniel made master of … Dan. 5:11

God does not speak through … Dan. 2:27, 28

Asylum—protection, refuge

Afforded by altar … 1 Kin. 1:50–53; 1 Kin. 2:28

Cities of refuge … Ex. 21:12–14; Deut. 19:1–13

Asyncritus—incomparable

A Christian at Rome … Rom. 16:14

Atad—thorn

A mourning site east of Jordan … Gen. 50:9–13

Atarah—crown

A wife of Jerahmeel … 1 Chr. 2:26

Ataroth—crowns

1. Town of Gad … Num. 32:3, 34

2. A town of Ephraim … Josh. 16:7

3. A town between Ephraim and Benjamin … Josh. 16:2

Probably the same as Ataroth Addar … Josh. 16:5; Josh. 18:13

4. A village near Bethlehem … 1 Chr. 2:54

Ataroth Addar—crowns of Addar

A frontier town of Ephraim … Josh. 16:5

See Ataroth 3

Ater—crippled one

1. The ancestor of a family of returnees … Ezra 2:16; Neh. 7:21

2. The ancestor of a family of gatekeepers … Ezra 2:42; Neh. 7:45

3. A signer of Nehemiah’s document … Neh. 10:17

Athach—lodging, inn

A town in south Judah … 1 Sam. 30:30

Athaiah—Yahweh is helper

A Judahite in Nehemiah’s time … Neh. 11:4

Athaliah—Yahweh is exalted

1. The daughter of Ahab and Jezebel … 2 Kin. 8:18, 26; 2 Chr. 22:2, 3

Wife of King Jehoram … 2 Kin. 8:18

Mother of King Ahaziah … 2 Kin. 8:26

Destroys all the royal seed except Joash … 2 Kin. 11:1, 2; 2 Chr. 22:10, 11

Usurps throne for six years … 2 Kin. 11:3

Killed by priestly uprising … 2 Kin. 11:4–16; 2 Chr. 23:1–21

Called wicked … 2 Chr. 24:7

2. A Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:26, 27

3. The father of Jeshaiah … Ezra 8:7

Atharim—spies

Israel attacked there … Num. 21:1

Atheism—the denial of God’s existence

A. Defined as:

The fool’s philosophy … Ps. 14:1; Ps. 53:1

Living without God … Rom. 1:20–32; Eph. 2:12

B. Manifestations of, seen in:

Defiance of God … Ex. 5:2; 2 Kin. 18:19–35

Irreligion … Titus 1:16

Corrupt morals … Rom. 13:12, 13; 1 Pet. 4:3

C. Evidences against, seen in:

Human inner conscience … Rom. 2:14, 15

Design in nature … Job 38:1–41; Job 39:1–30

God’s works … Ps. 19:1–6

God’s providence … Ps. 104:1–35; Acts 14:17

Clear evidence … Rom. 1:19, 20

Atheism—continued

The testimony of pagans … Dan. 4:24–37

Fulfillment of prophecy … Is. 41:20–23; Is. 46:8–11

Athens—a Greek city named after the goddess Athena

Paul preaches in … Acts 17:15–34

Paul resides in … 1 Thess. 3:1

Athlai—Yahweh is strong

One who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:28

Athletes

Discipline … 1 Cor. 9:24–27

Removal of weights … Heb. 12:1

Prize … Phil. 3:14

Atonement—reconciliation of the guilty by divine sacrifice

A. Elements involved in, seen in:

Human sin … Ex. 32:30; Ps. 51:3, 4

The blood sacrificed … Lev. 16:11, 14–20; Heb. 9:13–22

Guilt transferred … Lev. 1:3, 4; 2 Cor. 5:21

Guilt removed … Lev. 16:21; 1 Cor. 6:11

Forgiveness granted … Lev. 5:10, 11; Rom. 4:6, 7

Righteousness given … Rom. 10:3, 4; Phil. 3:9

B. Fulfilled by Christ:

Predicted … Is. 53:10–12; Dan. 9:24–26

Symbolized … Is. 63:1–9; Zech. 3:3–9

Realized … Rom. 3:23–26; 1 Pet. 1:18–21

Atonement, Day of

A. Features regarding:

Time specified … Lev. 23:26, 27

The ritual involved in … Lev. 16:3, 5–15

A time of humiliation … Lev. 16:29, 31

Exclusive ministry of the high priest in … Lev. 16:2, 3; Heb. 9:7

B. Benefits of, for:

The Holy Place … Lev. 16:15, 16

The people … Lev. 16:17, 24

The high priest … Lev. 16:11; Heb. 9:7

C. Result of, seen in:

Atonement for sin … Rom. 3:24–26

Removal of sin … Heb. 9:7–28; Heb. 13:10–13

Atonement of Christ

A. Typified by:

The paschal lamb … Ex. 12:5, 11, 14; John 1:29; 1 Cor. 5:7

The Day of Atonement … Lev. 16:30, 34; ; Heb. 9:7–28

B. What human is:

A sinner … Rom. 5:8

Alienated in mind … Col. 1:21

Strangers … Eph. 2:12

C. What God does:

Loves us … John 3:16

Demonstrates His love toward us … Rom. 5:8

Sends Christ to save us … Gal. 4:4, 5

Spared not His own Son … Rom. 8:32

D. What Christ does:

Becomes a man … Heb. 2:14

Becomes our ransom … Matt. 20:28

Dies in our place … 1 Pet. 3:18

Dies for our sins … 1 Pet. 2:24

Dies as a sacrifice … Eph. 5:2

Dies willingly … John 10:18

Reconciles us to God … Rom. 5:10

Brings us to God … 1 Pet. 3:18

Restores our fellowship … 1 Thess. 5:10

See Blood of Christ

E. What the believer receives:

Forgiveness … Eph. 1:7

Peace … Rom. 5:1

Reconciliation … 2 Cor. 5:19

Righteousness … 2 Cor. 5:21

Justification … Rom. 3:24–26

Access to God … Eph. 2:18

Cleansing … 1 John 1:7

Liberty … Gal. 5:1

Freedom from the devil’s power … Heb. 2:14

Christ’s intercession … Heb. 2:17, 18

Atroth Beth Joab

A village near Bethlehem … 1 Chr. 2:54

Atroth Shophan

A city built by the Gadites … Num. 32:34, 35

Attai—timely

1. A half-Egyptian Judahite … 1 Chr. 2:35, 36

2. A Gadite in David’s army … 1 Chr. 12:11

3. Rehoboam’s son … 2 Chr. 11:18–20

Attalia—a seaport town of Pamphylia named after Attalus II

Paul sails from, to Antioch … Acts 14:25, 26

Attend

To care for … Esth. 4:5

Attendance, church

Taught by example … Acts 11:25, 26; Acts 14:19, 20, 26, 27

Not to be neglected … Heb. 10:25

Attitude—the state of mind toward something

A. Of Christians toward Christ, must:

Confess … Rom. 10:9, 10

Obey … John 14:15, 23

Follow … Matt. 16:24

Imitate … 1 Pet. 2:21

B. Of Christians toward the world, not to:

Conform to … Rom. 12:2

Abuse … 1 Cor. 7:29–31

Love … 1 John 2:15

Be friend of … James 4:4

Be entangled with … 2 Tim. 2:4

Be defiled with … Jude 23

C. Of Christians toward sinners:

Seek their salvation … 1 Cor. 9:22

Pray for … Rom. 9:1–3

Plead with … Acts 17:22–31

Rebuke … Titus 1:10–13

Persuade … 2 Cor. 5:11

Audience—an assembly of hearers

Disturbed … Neh. 13:1–3

Attentive … Luke 7:1

Hostile … Luke 4:28–30

Receptive … Acts 2:1–41

Menacing … Acts 7:54–60

Rejecting … Acts 13:44–51

Critical … Acts 17:22–34

Sympathetic … Acts 20:17–38

Vast … Rev. 5:9; Rev. 7:9, 10

See Assembly

Auditorium—a room for assembly

Hearing … Acts 25:23

Augustus’s regiment—a battalion of Roman soldiers

Paul placed in custody of … Acts 27:1

Author—creator; originator; writer

God of peace … 1 Cor. 14:33

Christ of salvation … Heb. 5:9

Christ of faith … Heb. 12:2

Solomon of many proverbs and songs … 1 Kin. 4:32

Authority—the lawful right to enforce obedience, power

A. As rulers:

Governor … Matt. 10:18; Acts 23:24, 26

B. Delegated to, man as:

Created … Gen. 1:26–31 

A legal state … Esth. 9:29; Luke 22:25

Agent of the state … Matt. 8:9; Rom. 13:1–6

Husband … 1 Cor. 14:35

Agent of religious leaders … Acts 26:10, 12

C. Christ’s, seen in His power:

Over demons … Mark 1:27

In teaching … Matt. 7:29

To forgive … Luke 5:24

To judge … John 5:22, 27

To rule … Matt. 2:6; 1 Cor. 15:24; 1 Pet. 3:22

To commission … Matt. 28:18–20

D. Purpose:

Protection … Heb. 13:17

Instruction … 1 Pet. 5:2, 3

Example of Christ’s power … Matt. 8:5–13

Testimony to unbelievers … 1 Tim. 6:1; 1 Pet. 3:13–15

E. Of Christians, given to:

Apostles … 2 Cor. 10:8

Ministers … Titus 2:15

The righteous … Prov. 29:2

Ava—a region or city in Assyria

Colonists from, brought to Samaria by Sargon … 2 Kin. 17:24

Worshipers of Nibhaz and Tartak … 2 Kin. 17:31

Avarice—covetousness; greed

A. Productive of:

Defeat … Josh. 7:11, 21

Death … 1 Kin. 21:5–16

Discontent … James 4:1–4

B. Examples of:

Balaam … 2 Pet. 2:15

Achan … Josh. 7:20, 21

Ahab … 1 Kin. 21:1–4

Judas Iscariot … Matt. 26:14–16

Ananias and Sapphira … Acts 5:1–10

Rich men … Luke 12:16–21; James 5:1–6

Aven—wickedness

1. The city of On in Egypt near Cairo; known as Heliopolis … Gen. 41:45; Ezek. 30:17

2. A name contemptuously applied to Bethel … Hos. 10:5, 8

3. Valley in Syria … Amos 1:5

Avenge—to retaliate for an evil done

A. Examples of:

Commanded by God … Num. 31:1, 2

Given strength for … Judg. 16:28–30

Sought maliciously … 1 Sam. 18:25

Possible but not done … 1 Sam. 24:12

Attempted but hindered … 1 Sam. 25:26–33

Obtained in self-defense … Esth. 8:12, 13

B. Sought because of:

A murdered neighbor … Num. 35:12; Josh. 20:5

A wife’s mistreatment … Judg. 15:6–8

Judah’s sins … Jer. 5:9

Mistreatment … Acts 7:24, 25

Impurity … 1 Thess. 4:5–7

C. Performed by:

God Himself … Lev. 26:25; Luke 18:7, 8

Wicked people … 2 Sam. 4:8–12

Impetuous general … 2 Sam. 18:18, 19, 31

An anointed king … 2 Kin. 9:6, 7

A judge … Luke 18:3, 5

God … Rev. 19:2

D. Restrictions on:

Personal, prohibited … Lev. 19:17, 18

Christians prohibited … Rom. 12:19

Avenger of blood (literally, “redeemer of blood”)

An ancient practice … Gen. 4:14

Seen also in kinsman as “avenger” of a murdered relative … Num. 35:11–34

Avenger alone must kill murderer … Deut. 19:6, 11–13

Practice of, set aside by David … 2 Sam. 14:4–11

Figurative of a violent person … Ps. 8:2

Avim, Avims, Avites—villagers

1. A tribe of early Canaanites living near Gaza; absorbed by the Caphtorim (Philistines) … Deut. 2:23

2. A city of Benjamin near Bethel … Josh. 18:23

3. Colonists brought from Ava in Assyria … 2 Kin. 17:24, 31

Avith—ruin

An Edomite city … Gen. 36:35

Awakening, spiritual

A. Produced by:

Returning to Bethel … Gen. 35:1–7

Discovering God’s Word … 2 Kin. 22:8–13

Reading God’s Word … Neh. 8:2–18

Confessing sin … Ezra 10:1–17

Receiving the Spirit … John 7:38, 39; Acts 2:1–47

B. Old Testament examples of, under:

Joshua … Josh. 24:1–31

Samuel … 1 Sam. 7:3–6

Elijah … 1 Kin. 18:21–40

Hezekiah … 2 Chr. 30:1–27; 2 Chr. 31:1

Josiah … 2 Kin. 23:1–25

Ezra … Ezra 10:1–17

C. New Testament examples of:

John the Baptist … Luke 3:2–14

Jesus in Samaria … John 4:28–42

Philip in Samaria … Acts 8:5–12

Peter at Lydda … Acts 9:32–35

Peter with Cornelius … Acts 10:34–48

Paul at Antioch in Pisidia … Acts 13:14–52

Paul at Thessalonica … Acts 17:11, 12; 1 Thess. 1:1–10

Paul at Corinth … 2 Cor. 7:1–16

Awe—fear mingled with reverence

Proper attitude toward God … Ps. 33:8

Also toward God’s Word … Ps. 119:161

Awl—a sharp tool for piercing

Used on the ear as a symbol of perpetual obedience … Ex. 21:6; Deut. 15:17

Ax—a sharp instrument for cutting wood

A. Used in:

Cutting timber … Judg. 9:48

War … 1 Chr. 20:3

Malicious destruction … Ps. 74:5–7

A miracle; floated in water … 2 Kin. 6:5, 6

B. As a figure of:

Judgment … Matt. 3:10

God’s sovereignty … Is. 10:15

Ayin

Sixteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:121–128

Ayyah

Ephraimite town … 1 Chr. 7:28

Azal, Azel

1. A descendant of Jonathan … 1 Chr. 8:37, 38

2. A place near Jerusalem … Zech. 14:5

Azaliah—Yahweh has set aside

Father of Shaphan … 2 Kin. 22:3

Azaniah—Yahweh has heard

A Levite who signs the document … Neh. 10:9

Azarel, Azareel—God has helped

1. A Levite in David’s army at Ziklag … 1 Chr. 12:6

2. A musician in David’s time … 1 Chr. 25:18

3. A prince of Dan under David … 1 Chr. 27:22

4. A Jew who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:41

5. A postexilic priest … Neh. 11:13

6. A musician in dedication service … Neh. 12:36

Azariah—Yahweh has helped

1. Man of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:8

2. A Kohathite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:36

3. A son of Zadok the high priest … 1 Kin. 4:2

4. A son of Ahimaaz … 1 Chr. 6:9

5. A great-grandson of Ahimaaz … 1 Chr. 6:9, 10

6. Son of Nathan … 1 Kin. 4:5

7. A son of Jehu, with Egyptian ancestry … 1 Chr. 2:34–38

8. A prophet who encourages King Asa … 2 Chr. 15:1–8

9. Son of King Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 21:2

10. A captain under Jehoiada … 2 Chr. 23:1

11. Another under Jehoiada … 2 Chr. 23:1

12. A head of Ephraim … 2 Chr. 28:12

13. King of Judah … 2 Kin. 15:1

14. A high priest who rebukes King Uzziah … 2 Chr. 26:16–20

15. Kohathite, father of Joel … 2 Chr. 29:12

16. A reforming Levite … 2 Chr. 29:12

17. Chief priest in time of Hezekiah … 2 Chr. 31:9, 10

18. A high priest, son of Hilkiah … 1 Chr. 6:13, 14

19. Ancestor of Ezra … Ezra 7:1–3

20. An opponent of Jeremiah … Jer. 43:2

21. The Hebrew name of Abed-Nego … Dan. 1:7

22. Postexilic Jew … Neh. 7:6, 7

23. A workman under Nehemiah … Neh. 3:23, 24

24. A prince of Judah … Neh. 12:32, 33

25. An expounder of the Law … Neh. 8:7

26. A signer of the covenant … Neh. 10:1, 2

27. A descendant of Hilkiah … 1 Chr. 9:11

Azaz—strong

A Reubenite … 1 Chr. 5:8

Azaziah—Yahweh is strong

1. A musician … 1 Chr. 15:21

2. Father of Hoshea … 1 Chr. 27:20

Azaziah—continued

3. A temple overseer … 2 Chr. 31:13

Azbuk—pardon

Father of a certain Nehemiah; but not the celebrated one … Neh. 3:16

Azekah—tilled

Great stones cast upon … Josh. 10:11

Camp of Goliath … 1 Sam. 17:1, 4, 17

Fortified by Rehoboam … 2 Chr. 11:5, 9

Reoccupied after exile … Neh. 11:30

Besieged by Nebuchadnezzar … Jer. 34:7

Azgad—fate is hard

Head of exile family … Ezra 2:12; Ezra 8:12

Among document signers … Neh. 10:15

Aziel—God strengthens

A Levite musician … 1 Chr. 15:20

Called Jaaziel … 1 Chr. 15:18

Aziza—strong

Divorced foreign wife … Ezra 10:27

Azmaveth—death is strong

1. One of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:31

2. A Benjamite … 1 Chr. 12:3

3. David’s treasurer … 1 Chr. 27:25

4. A son of Jehoaddah … 1 Chr. 8:36

5. A village near Jerusalem … Neh. 12:29

Also called Beth Azmaveth … Neh. 7:28

Azmon—strong

A place in south Canaan … Num. 34:4, 5

Aznoth Tabor—peaks of Tabor

Place in Naphtali … Josh. 19:34

Azor—helper

Ancestor of Christ … Matt. 1:13, 14

Azotus—fortress

Philip went there … Acts 8:40

Same as Ashdod … 1 Sam. 6:17

Azriel—God is a help

1. A chief of Manasseh … 1 Chr. 5:24

2. Father of Jerimoth … 1 Chr. 27:19

3. Father of Seraiah … Jer. 36:26

Azrikam—my help has arisen

1. Son of Neariah … 1 Chr. 3:23

2. A son of Azel … 1 Chr. 8:38

3. A Merarite Levite … 1 Chr. 9:14

4. Official under King Ahaz … 2 Chr. 28:7

Azubah—forsaken

1. Wife of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:18, 19

2. Mother of Jehoshaphat … 1 Kin. 22:42

Azur, Azzur—helpful

1. Father of Hananiah … Jer. 28:1

2. Father of Jaazaniah … Ezek. 11:1

3. A covenant signer … Neh. 10:17

Azzan—strong

Father of Paltiel … Num. 34:26


B

Baal—lord, possessor, husband

A. The nature of:

The male god of the Phoenicians and Canaanites; the counterpart of the female Ashtaroth … 2 Kin. 23:5

Connected with immorality … Num. 25:1, 3, 5; Hos. 9:10

Incense burned to … Jer. 7:9

Kissing the image of … 1 Kin. 19:18; Hos. 13:1, 2

Dervish rites by priests of … 1 Kin. 18:26, 28

Children burned in fire of … Jer. 19:5

Eating sacrifices … Ps. 106:28

B. History of:

Among Moabites in Moses’ time … Num. 22:41

Altars built to, during time of judges … Judg. 2:11–14; Judg. 6:28–32

Overthrown by Gideon … Judg. 6:25, 27

Jezebel introduces into Israel … 1 Kin. 16:31, 32

Elijah’s overthrow of, on Mt. Carmel … 1 Kin. 18:17–40

Athaliah encourages it into Judah … 2 Kin. 11:14–20; 2 Chr. 22:2–4

Revived again in Israel and Judah … Hos. 2:8; Amos 5:26

Manasseh worships … 2 Kin. 21:3

Altars everywhere … Jer. 11:13

Overthrown by Josiah … 2 Kin. 23:4, 5

Denounced by prophets … Jer. 19:4–6; Ezek. 16:1, 2, 20, 21

Historic retrospect … Rom. 11:4

Baal—master; possessor

1. A Benjamite, from Gibeon … 1 Chr. 8:30

2. A descendant of Reuben … 1 Chr. 5:5, 6

3. A village of Simeon … 1 Chr. 4:33

Also called Baalath Beer … Josh. 19:8

Baalah—mistress

1. A town also known as Kirjath Jearim … Josh. 15:9, 10

2. A hill in Judah … Josh. 15:11

3. A town in south Judah … Josh. 15:29

Probably the same as Bilhah … 1 Chr. 4:29

May be the same as Balah … Josh. 19:3

Baalath—mistress

A village of Dan … Josh. 19:44

Fortified by Solomon … 1 Kin. 9:18

Baalath Beer—mistress of the well

A border town of Simeon … Josh. 19:8

Called Ramah of the South … Josh. 19:8

Also called Baal … 1 Chr. 4:33

Baal-Berith—lord of covenant

A god (Baal) of Shechem … Judg. 8:33; Judg. 9:4

Also called Berith … Judg. 9:46

Baale Judah

A town of Judah … 2 Sam. 6:2

Also called Baalah and Kirjath Jearim … Josh. 15:9, 10

Baal Gad—lord of good fortune

A place in the valley of Lebanon … Josh. 11:17

Baal Hamon—lord of a multitude

Site of Solomon’s vineyard … Song 8:11

Baal-Hanan—lord of grace

1. Edomite king … Gen. 36:38

2. David’s gardener … 1 Chr. 27:28

Baal Hazor—lord of a village

A place near Ephraim … 2 Sam. 13:23

Baal Hermon—lord of Hermon

A mountain east of Jordan … Judg. 3:3

Baals—lords (plural of Baal)

Deities of Canaanite polytheism … Judg. 10:10–14

Ensnared Israelites … Judg. 2:11–14; Judg. 3:7

Rejected in Samuel’s time … 1 Sam. 7:4

Historic reminder … 1 Sam. 12:10

Ahaz makes images to … 2 Chr. 28:1–4

Baalis

An Ammonite king … Jer. 40:14

Baal Meon—lord of Meon (habitation)

An Amorite city on the Moabite boundary … Ezek. 25:9

Rebuilt by Reubenites … Num. 32:38; Josh. 13:15, 17

Baal Peor, Baal of Peor—lord of Peor

A Moabite god … Num. 25:1–5

Infected Israel; 24,000 died … Num. 25:1–9

Vengeance taken on … Num. 31:1–18

Sin long remembered … Deut. 4:3, 4; Josh. 22:17; Ps. 106:28, 29

Historic reminder … 1 Cor. 10:1–8

Baal Perazim—lord of breaking through

Where David defeated the Philistines … 2 Sam. 5:18–20

Same as Perazim … Is. 28:21

Baal Shalisha—lord of Shalisha

A place from which Elisha received food … 2 Kin. 4:42–44

Baal Tamar—lord of the palm

A place in Benjamin … Judg. 20:33

Baal-Zebub—lord of flies

A Philistine god at Ekron … 2 Kin. 1:2

Ahaziah inquired of … 2 Kin. 1:2, 6, 16

Also called Beelzebub … Matt. 10:25; Matt. 12:24

Baal Zephon—lord of darkness

Israelite campsite … Ex. 14:2, 9; Num. 33:7

Baana—affliction

1. Supply officer … 1 Kin. 4:12

2. Zadok’s father … Neh. 3:4

Baanah—affliction

1. A murderer of Ishbosheth … 2 Sam. 4:1–12

2. Heled’s father … 1 Chr. 11:30

3. A returning exile … Ezra 2:2; Neh. 7:7

Signs document … Neh. 10:27

4. Supply officer … 1 Kin. 4:16

Baara—foolish

Shaharaim’s wife … 1 Chr. 8:8

Baaseiah—work of Yahweh

A Levite ancestor of Asaph … 1 Chr. 6:40

Baasha—boldness

Gains throne by murder … 1 Kin. 15:27, 28

Kills Jeroboam’s household … 1 Kin. 15:29, 30

Wars against Asa … 1 Kin. 15:16, 32

Restricts access to Judah … 1 Kin. 15:17

Contravened by Asa’s league with Ben-Hadad … 1 Kin. 15:18–22

Evil reign … 1 Kin. 15:33, 34

Jehu’s prophecy concerning … 1 Kin. 16:1–7

Babbler—an inane talker

The mumblings of drunkards … Prov. 23:29–35

Like a serpent … Eccl. 10:11

Paul called such … Acts 17:18

Paul’s warnings against … 1 Tim. 6:20; 2 Tim. 2:16

Babe, Baby—an infant child

A. Natural:

Moses … Ex. 2:6

John Baptist … Luke 1:41, 44

Christ … Luke 2:12, 16

B. Figurative of:

Unenlightened … Rom. 2:20

True believers … Matt. 11:25; Matt. 21:16

New Christians … 1 Pet. 2:2

Carnal Christians … 1 Cor. 3:1; Heb. 5:13

Babel—confusion

A city built by Nimrod in the plain of Shinar … Gen. 10:8–10

Babel, Tower of

A huge brick structure intended to magnify humankind and preserve the unity of the race … Gen. 11:1–4

Objectives thwarted by God … Gen. 11:5–9

Babel; Babylon, city of

A. History of:

Built by Nimrod … Gen. 10:8–10

Tower built in Babel … Gen. 11:1–9

Occupied by Assyrians in Manasseh’s time … 2 Chr. 33:11

Greatest power under Nebuchadnezzar … Dan. 4:30

A magnificent city … Is. 13:19; Is. 14:4

Wide walls of … Jer. 51:44

Gates of … Is. 45:1, 2

Bel, god of … Is. 46:1

Jews carried captive to … 2 Kin. 25:1–21; 2 Chr. 36:5–21

B. Inhabitants, described as:

Enslaved by magic … Is. 47:1, 9–13

Idolatrous … Jer. 50:35, 38; Dan. 3:18

Sacrilegious … Dan. 5:1–3

C. Prophecies concerning:

Babylon, God’s agent … Jer. 25:9; Jer. 27:5–8

God fights with … Jer. 21:1–7

Jews, 70 years in … Jer. 25:12; Jer. 29:10

First of great empires … Dan. 2:31–38; Dan. 7:2–4

Cyrus, God’s agent … Is. 45:1–4

Perpetual desolation of … Is. 13:19–22; Jer. 50:13, 39

Downfall of … Is. 13:1–22; Jer. 50:1–46

Babylon in the New Testament

A. The city on the Euphrates

Listed as a point of reference … Matt. 1:11, 12, 17

As the place of Israel’s exile … Acts 7:43

As the place of Peter’s residence … 1 Pet. 5:13

B. The prophetic city

Fall predicted … Rev. 14:8

Wrath taken on … Rev. 16:19

Called “the Mother of Harlots” … Rev. 17:1–18

Fall described … Rev. 18:1–24

Babylonians—sons of Babel

Inhabitants of Babylonia … Ezek. 23:15–23

Babylonian garment—a valuable robe worn in Babylon

Coveted by Achan … Josh. 7:21

Baca—weeping

Figurative of sorrow … Ps. 84:6

Bachelor—unmarried man

Described literally … 1 Cor. 7:26–33

Is. 56:3–5

Described figuratively … Matt. 19:12; Rev. 14:1–5

Not for elders … Titus 1:5, 6

Bachrites

Family of Becher … Num. 26:35

Backbiting—reviling another in secret; slander

A fruit of sin … Rom. 1:28–30

Expressed by the mouth … Ps. 50:20

An offspring of anger … Prov. 25:23

Merits punishment … Ps. 101:5

Keeps from God … Ps. 15:1, 3

To be laid aside … 1 Pet. 2:1

Unworthy of Christians … 2 Cor. 12:20

Backsliding—to turn away from God after conversion

A. Described as:

Turning from God … 1 Kin. 11:9

Turning to evil … Ps. 125:5

Turning to Satan … 1 Tim. 5:15

Turning back to the world … 2 Tim. 4:10

Tempting Christ … 1 Cor. 10:9

Turning from first love … Rev. 2:4

Turning from the gospel … Gal. 1:6, 7; Gal. 3:1–5

B. Prompted by:

Haughty spirit … Prov. 16:18

Spiritual blindness … 2 Pet. 1:9; Rev. 3:17

Murmuring … Ex. 17:3

Lusting after evil … Ps. 106:14

Material things … Mark 4:18, 19; 1 Tim. 6:10

Prosperity … Deut. 8:11–14

Tribulation … Matt. 13:20, 21

C. Results:

Displeases God … Ps. 78:56–59

Punishment … Num. 14:43–45; Jer. 8:5–13

Blessings withheld … Is. 59:2

Unworthiness … Luke 9:62

D. Examples of Israel’s:

At Meribah … Ex. 17:1–7

At Sinai … Ex. 32:1–35

In wilderness … Ps. 106:14–33

After Joshua’s death … Judg. 2:8–23; Ps. 106:34–43

In Solomon’s life … 1 Kin. 11:4–40; Neh. 13:26

During Asa’s reign … 2 Chr. 15:1–4

During Manasseh’s reign … 2 Chr. 33:1–10

Backsliding—continued

E. Examples of, among believers:

Lot … Gen. 19:1–22

David … 2 Sam. 11:1–5; Ps. 51:1–19

Peter … Matt. 26:69–75; Luke 22:31, 32

Galatians … Gal. 1:6; Gal. 4:9–11

Corinthians … 1 Cor. 5:1–13

Churches of Asia … 2 Tim. 1:15; Rev. 2; 3

See Apostasy

Badger

1. Probably a specie of dolphin or porpoise

Skins of, used in tabernacle coverings … Ex. 26:14; Ex. 35:7

Used for sandals … Ezek. 16:10

2. The Syrian rock hyrax

Called “rock hyrax” … Lev. 11:5; Deut. 14:7

Lives among rocks … Ps. 104:18

Likened to people … Prov. 30:26

Bag—a purse or pouch

A. Used for:

Money … 2 Kin. 12:10

Stones … 1 Sam. 17:40, 49

Food (“vessels”) … 1 Sam. 9:7

Weights … Deut. 25:13; Prov. 16:11

B. Figurative of:

Forgiveness … Job 14:17

True righteousness … Prov. 16:11

True riches … Luke 12:33

Insecure riches … Hag. 1:6

Bahurim—young men

A village near Jerusalem … 2 Sam. 3:16

Where Shimei cursed David … 2 Sam. 16:5

Where two men hid in a well … 2 Sam. 17:17, 18

Bakbakkar—investigator

A Levite … 1 Chr. 9:15

Bakbuk—a flask

Head of postexilic family … Ezra 2:51; Neh. 7:53

Bakbukiah—Yahweh has poured out

1. A Levite of high position … Neh. 11:17

2. Levite porter … Neh. 12:25

Baker—one who cooks food (bread)

A. Kinds of:

Household … Gen. 18:6

Public … Jer. 37:21

Royal … Gen. 40:1, 2

B. Features of:

Usually a woman’s job … Lev. 26:26

Considered menial … 1 Sam. 8:13

Balaam—destroyer of the people

A. Information concerning:

A son of Beor … Num. 22:5

From Mesopotamia … Deut. 23:4

A soothsayer … Josh. 13:22

A prophet … 2 Pet. 2:15

Killed because of his sin … Num. 31:1–8

B. Mission of:

Balak sent to curse Israel … Num. 22:5–7; Josh. 24:9

Hindered by speaking donkey … Num. 22:22–35; 2 Pet. 2:16

Curse becomes a blessing … Deut. 23:4, 5; Josh. 24:10

C. Prophecies of:

Under divine control … Num. 22:18, 38; Num. 23:16, 20, 26

By the Spirit’s prompting … Num. 24:2

Blessed Israel three times … Num. 24:10

Spoke of the Messiah in final message … Num. 24:14–19

D. Nature of:

“Unrighteousness”—greed … 2 Pet. 2:14, 15

“Error”—rebellion … Jude 11

Baladan—(Marduk) has given a son

Father of Merodach-Baladan (also spelled Berodach-Baladan) … 2 Kin. 20:12

Balak, Balac—empty

A Moabite king … Num. 22:4

Hired Balaam to curse Israel … Num. 22–24

Balances—an instrument for weighing; scales

A. Used for weighing:

Things … Lev. 19:36

Money … Jer. 32:10

B. Laws concerning:

Must be just … Lev. 19:36

False, an abomination … Prov. 11:1

Deceit, condemned … Amos 8:5

C. Figurative of:

God’s justice … Job 31:6

Human smallness … Ps. 62:9; Is. 40:12, 15

God’s judgment … Dan. 5:27

Human tribulation … Rev. 6:5

Baldness—a head without hair

A. Natural:

Not a sign of leprosy … Lev. 13:40, 41

Elisha mocked for … 2 Kin. 2:23, 24

B. Artificial:

A sign of mourning … Is. 22:12

An idolatrous practice … Lev. 21:5; Deut. 14:1

Inflicted upon captives … Deut. 21:12

Forbidden to priests … Ezek. 44:20

A part of Nazirite vow … Num. 6:2, 9, 18

C. Figurative of judgment, upon:

Israel … Is. 3:24; Amos 8:10

Moab … Is. 15:2

Philistia … Jer. 47:5

Tyre … Ezek. 27:2, 31

Ball—spherical object

Prophetic … Is. 22:18

Ballad singers

Rendered “those who speak in proverbs” … Num. 21:27

Balm—an aromatic resin or gum

A product of Gilead … Jer. 8:22

Sent to Joseph … Gen. 43:11

Exported to Tyre … Ezek. 27:17

Healing qualities of … Jer. 46:11; Jer. 51:8

Bamah—high place

A place of idolatry … Ezek. 20:29

Bamoth—high places

Encampment site … Num. 21:19, 20

Also called Bamoth Baal … Josh. 13:17

Bamoth Baal—high places of Baal

Assigned to Reuben … Josh. 13:17

Ban (see Excommunication)

Bandage

Used as disguise … 1 Kin. 20:37–41

In prophecy against Egypt … Ezek. 30:20–22

Bani—built

1. Gadite warrior … 2 Sam. 23:36

2. A Judahite … 1 Chr. 9:4

3. A postexilic family … Ezra 2:10; Neh. 10:14

4. A Merarite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:46

5. A Levite; father of Rehum … Neh. 3:17

6. Signed document … Neh. 10:13

7. Head of Levitical family … Ezra 10:34

8. A postexilic Levite … Ezra 10:38

9. A descendant of Asaph … Neh. 11:22

Banishment—forceful expulsion from one’s place

A. Political, of:

Absalom by David … 2 Sam. 14:13, 14

The Jews into exile … 2 Chr. 36:20, 21

The Jews from Rome … Acts 18:2

B. Moral and spiritual, of:

Adam and Eve from Eden … Gen. 3:22–24

Cain from others … Gen. 4:12, 14

Lawbreaker … Ezra 7:26

John to Patmos … Rev. 1:9

Satan from heaven … Rev. 12:7–9

The wicked to lake of fire … Rev. 20:15; Rev. 21:8

Bank—A place for money

Exchange charges … John 2:15

Interest paid on deposits … Matt. 25:27; Luke 19:23

Bankruptcy—inability to pay one’s debts

A. Literal:

Condition of David’s men … 1 Sam. 22:1, 2

Unjust steward … Matt. 18:23–27

B. Moral and spiritual:

Israel’s condition … Hos. 4:1–5

Humankind’s condition … Rom. 1:20–32; Rom. 3:9–19

Individual’s condition … Phil. 3:4–8; 1 Tim. 1:13

Banner—a flag or standard

A. Literal:

Used by armies … Num. 2:2, 3

Signal for assembling … Is. 18:3

Hosts … Num. 1:52

Enemy … Ps. 74:4, 5

B. Figurative of:

God’s salvation … Ps. 20:5; Ps. 60:4

God’s protection … Song 2:4

God’s power … Song 6:4, 10

Enemy force … Is. 5:26

God’s uplifted hand … Is. 31:9

Christ … Is. 11:10, 12

Banquet—a sumptuous feast

A. Reasons for:

Birthday … Gen. 40:20

Marriage … Gen. 29:22

Reunion … Luke 15:22–25

State affairs … Esth. 1:3, 5; Dan. 5:1

B. Features of:

Invitations sent … Esth. 5:8, 9; Luke 14:16, 17

Nonacceptance merits censure … Luke 14:18–24

Courtesies to guests … Luke 7:34–46

Special garment … Matt. 22:11; Rev. 3:4, 5

A presiding governor … John 2:8

Protocol of seating … Gen. 43:33; Prov. 25:6, 7

Anointing oil … Ps. 45:7

Honor guest noted … 1 Sam. 9:22–24

Baptism, Christian

A. Commanded by:

Christ … Matt. 28:19, 20; Mark 16:15, 16

Peter … Acts 10:46–48

Christian ministers … Acts 22:12–16

B. Administered by:

The apostles … Acts 2:1, 41

Ananias … Acts 9:17, 18

Philip … Acts 8:12; Acts 8:36–38

Peter … Acts 10:44–48

Paul … Acts 18:8; 1 Cor. 1:14–17

C. Places:

Jordan … Matt. 3:13–16; Mark 1:5–10

Jerusalem … Acts 2:5, 41

Samaria … Acts 8:5, 12

A house … Acts 10:44–48

A jail … Acts 16:25–33

D. Subjects of:

Believing Jews … Acts 2:14, 41

Believing Gentiles … Acts 10:44–48; Acts 18:8

Households … Acts 16:14, 15, 27, 33; 1 Cor. 1:16

E. Characteristics of:

By water … Acts 10:47

Only one … Eph. 4:5

Necessary … Acts 2:38, 41

Source of power … Acts 1:5

Follows faith … Acts 2:41; Acts 18:8

F. Symbolism of:

Forecast in prophecy … Joel 2:28, 29; Acts 2:16–21

Prefigured in types … 1 Cor. 10:2; 1 Pet. 3:20, 21

Visualized by the Spirit’s descent … John 1:32, 33; Acts 2:3, 4, 41

Expressive of spiritual unity … 1 Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:27, 28

Figurative of regeneration … John 3:3, 5, 6; Rom. 6:3, 4, 11

Illustrative of cleansing … Acts 22:16; Titus 3:5

Baptism, John’s

Administrator—John … Matt. 3:4–7

Place—at Jordan; in Aenon … Matt. 3:6, 13, 16; John 3:23

Persons—people and Jesus … Mark 1:5, 9; Acts 13:24

Character—repentance … Luke 3:3

Reception—rejected by some … Luke 7:29, 30

Nature—of God … Matt. 21:25, 27

Insufficiency—rebaptism … Acts 19:1–7

Intent—to prepare … Matt. 3:11, 12; Acts 11:16; Acts 19:4

Jesus’ submission to—fulfilling all righteousness … Matt. 3:13–17

Barabbas—son of Abba (father)

A murderer released in place of Jesus … Matt. 27:16–26; Acts 3:14, 15

Barachel—God has blessed

Father of Elihu … Job 32:2, 6

Barak—lightning

Defeats Jabin … Judg. 4:1–24

A man of faith … Heb. 11:32

Barbarian—rude

Primitive people … Rom. 1:14

Those included in the gospel … Col. 3:11

Barber—one who cuts hair

Expressive of divine judgment … Is. 7:20; Ezek. 5:1

Bare—uncovered; naked

Figurative of:

Destitution … Ezek. 16:22, 39

Uncleanness … Lev. 13:45

Undeveloped state, immaturity … Ezek. 16:7

Power revealed … Is. 52:10

Destruction … Joel 1:7

Mourning … Is. 32:9–11

Barefoot—bare feet

Expression of great distress … 2 Sam. 15:30

Forewarning of judgment … Is. 20:2–4

Indicative of reverence … Ex. 3:5

Bargain—an agreement between persons

A disastrous … Gen. 25:29–34

A blessed … Gen. 28:20–22

Involving a wife … Gen. 29:15–20

Deception of … Prov. 20:14

Resulting in death … Matt. 14:7–10

History’s most notorious … Matt. 26:14–16

Barhumite (another form of Baharumite)

One of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:31

Bariah—fugitive

A descendant of David … 1 Chr. 3:22

Bar-Jesus (Elymas)

A Jewish impostor … Acts 13:6–12

Bar-Jonah—son of Jonah

Surname of Peter … Matt. 16:17

Barkos—particolored

Postexilic family … Ezra 2:53

Barley—a bearded cereal grass

Food for animals … 1 Kin. 4:28

Used by the poor … Ruth 2:17

A product of Palestine … Deut. 8:8; Ruth 1:22

Used in trade … 2 Chr. 2:10

In a miracle … John 6:9, 13

Barn—a storehouse

A. Literal:

A place of storage … Deut. 28:8; Joel 1:17

Full, prayed for … Ps. 144:13

B. Spiritual, of:

God’s blessings … Prov. 3:10; Mal. 3:10

Human vanity … Luke 12:16–21

Heaven itself … Matt. 13:30, 43

Barnabas—son of exhortation

Called Joses … Acts 4:36

Gives money … Acts 4:37

Supports Paul … Acts 9:27

Assists in Antioch … Acts 11:22–24

Brings Paul from Tarsus … Acts 11:25, 26

Carries relief to Jerusalem … Acts 11:27–30

Travels with Paul … Acts 13:2

Called Zeus by the multitudes … Acts 14:12

Named as apostle … Acts 14:14

Speaks before Jerusalem Council … Acts 15:1, 2, 12

With Paul, takes letter of instruction to churches … Acts 15:22–31

Breaks with Paul over John Mark … Acts 15:36–39

Highly regarded by Paul … 1 Cor. 9:6; Gal. 2:1, 9

Not always steady … Gal. 2:13

Barren—unable to reproduce

A. Physically, of:

Unproductive soil … Ps. 107:34; Joel 2:20

Trees … Luke 13:6–9

Females … Prov. 30:16

B. Significance of:

A reproach … Gen. 16:2

A judgment … 2 Sam. 6:23

Barren—continued

Absence of God’s blessing … Ex. 23:26; Deut. 7:14

God’s protection … Ps. 113:9

C. Spiritually:

Removal of, in new Israel … Is. 54:1; Gal. 4:27

Remedy against … 2 Pet. 1:5–8

D. Examples of:

Sarah … Gen. 21:2

Rebekah … Gen. 25:21

Rachel … Gen. 30:22

Manoah’s wife … Judg. 13:2, 3, 24

Hannah … 1 Sam. 1:18–20

The Shunammite woman … 2 Kin. 4:12–17

Elizabeth … Luke 1:7, 13, 57

Barsabas—son of Saba

1. Nominated to replace Judas … Acts 1:23

2. Sent to Antioch … Acts 15:22

Barter—to exchange for something

Between Joseph and the Egyptians … Gen. 47:15–17

Between Solomon and Hiram … 1 Kin. 5:10, 11

Bartholomew—son of Talmai

Called Nathanael … John 1:45, 46

One of Christ’s apostles … Matt. 10:3; Acts 1:13

Bartimaeus—son of Timaeus

Blind beggar healed by Jesus … Mark 10:46–52

Baruch—blessed

1. Son of Neriah … Jer. 32:12, 13

Jeremiah’s faithful friend and scribe … Jer. 36:4–32

The Jewish remnant takes him to Egypt … Jer. 43:1–7

2. Son of Zabbai … Neh. 3:20

Signs document … Neh. 10:6

3. A Shilonite of Judah … Neh. 11:5

Barzillai—of iron

1. Helps David with food … 2 Sam. 17:27–29

Age restrains him from following David … 2 Sam. 19:31–39

2. Father of Adriel … 2 Sam. 21:8

3. A postexilic priest … Ezra 2:61

Basemath—fragrance

1. Wife of Esau … Gen. 26:34

Called Adah … Gen. 36:2, 3

2. Wife of Esau … Gen. 36:3, 4, 13

Called Mahalath … Gen. 28:9

3. A daughter of Solomon … 1 Kin. 4:15

Bashan—smooth soil

A vast highland east of the Sea of Chinnereth (Galilee) … Num. 21:33–35

Ruled by Og … Deut. 29:7

Conquered by Israel … Neh. 9:22

Assigned to Manasseh … Deut. 3:13

Smitten by Hazael … 2 Kin. 10:32, 33

Fine cattle … Ezek. 39:18

Typical of cruelty … Ps. 22:12; Amos 4:1

Called Havoth Jair … Deut. 3:14

Basin—cup or bowl for containing liquids

Moses used … Ex. 24:6

Made for the altar … Ex. 27:3; Ex. 38:3

Brought for David … 2 Sam. 17:28, 29

Hiram made … 1 Kin. 7:40

Baskets—something made to hold objects

A. Used for carrying:

Produce … Deut. 26:2

Food … Matt. 14:20

Ceremonial offerings … Ex. 29:3, 23

Paul … Acts 9:24, 25

Other objects (heads) … 2 Kin. 10:7

B. Symbolic of:

Approaching death … Gen. 40:16–19

Israel’s judgment … Amos 8:1–3

Judah’s judgment … Jer. 24:1–10

Hiding good works … Matt. 5:15

Bat—a flying mammal

Listed among unclean birds … Lev. 11:19; Deut. 14:18

Lives in dark places … Is. 2:19–21

Bath—a liquid measure (about 6 gallons)

A tenth of a homer … Ezek. 45:10, 11

For measuring oil and wine … 2 Chr. 2:10; Is. 5:10

Bathing

A. For pleasure:

Pharaoh’s daughter … Ex. 2:5

Bathsheba … 2 Sam. 11:2, 3

B. For purification:

Cleansing the feet … Gen. 24:32; John 13:10

Ceremonial cleansing … Lev. 14:8; 2 Kin. 5:10–14

Jewish rituals … Mark 7:2

Before performing priestly duties … Ex. 30:19–21; Lev. 16:4, 24

Bath Rabbim—daughter of multitudes

Gate of Heshbon … Song 7:4

Bathsheba—daughter of an oath

Wife of Uriah … 2 Sam. 11:2, 3

Commits adultery with David … 2 Sam. 11:4, 5

Husband’s death contrived by David … 2 Sam. 11:6–25

Mourns husband’s death … 2 Sam. 11:26

Becomes David’s wife … 2 Sam. 11:27

Her first child dies … 2 Sam. 12:14–19

Solomon’s mother … 2 Sam. 12:24

Secures throne for Solomon … 1 Kin. 1:15–31

Deceived by Adonijah … 1 Kin. 2:13–25

Bathshua—daughter of prosperity

Same as Bathsheba … 1 Chr. 3:5

Batten—a wooden or metal peg

Used in a weaver’s loom … Judg. 16:13, 14

See Nail

Battering ram (see Armor)

Used in destroying walls … Ezek. 4:2; Ezek. 21:22

Battle (see War)

Battle-ax—an instrument of war

Applied to Israel … Jer. 51:19, 20

Bavai—wisher

Postexilic worker … Neh. 3:18

Bay—inlet

Dead Sea’s cove at Jordan’s mouth … Josh. 15:5

Bazluth—stripping

Head of a family … Ezra 2:52

Called Bazlith in … Neh. 7:54

Bdellium—an oily gum, or a white pearl

A valuable mineral of Havilah … Gen. 2:12 

Manna colored like … Num. 11:7

Beach—coast; shore

Place of:

Jesus’ preaching … Matt. 13:2

Fisherman’s task … Matt. 13:48

Jesus’ meal with disciples … John 21:8, 9

A prayer meeting … Acts 21:5

A notable shipwreck … Acts 27:39–44

A miracle … Acts 28:1–6

Bealiah—Yahweh is Lord

A warrior … 1 Chr. 12:5

Bealoth—mistresses

Village of Judah … Josh. 15:24

Beam

A. Physical:

Wood undergirding floors … 1 Kin. 7:2

Part of weaver’s frame … 1 Sam. 17:7

B. Figurative of:

The cry for vengeance … Hab. 2:11

God’s power … Ps. 104:3

Bean—a food

Brought to David by friends … 2 Sam. 17:27, 28

Mixed with grain for bread … Ezek. 4:9

Bear—a wild animal

A. Natural:

Killed by David … 1 Sam. 17:34, 35

Two tore up forty-two lads … 2 Kin. 2:23, 24

B. Figurative of:

Fierce revenge … 2 Sam. 17:8

Fool’s folly … Prov. 17:12

Wicked rulers … Prov. 28:15

World empire … Dan. 7:5

Final antichrist … Rev. 13:2

Messianic times … Is. 11:7

A constellation … Job 9:9

Bear—to carry, yield

A. Used literally of:

Giving birth … Gen. 17:19

Carrying a load … Josh. 3:13; Jer. 17:21

Cross … Matt. 27:32

B. Used figuratively of:

Excessive punishment … Gen. 4:13

Divine deliverance … Ex. 19:4

Responsibility for sin … Lev. 5:17; Lev. 24:15

Burden of leadership … Deut. 1:9, 12

Personal shame … Ezek. 16:54

Evangelism … Acts 9:15

Spiritual help … Gal. 6:1, 2

Spiritual productivity … John 15:2, 4, 8

Beard—hair grown on the face

A. Long, worn by:

Aaron … Ps. 133:2

David … 1 Sam. 21:12, 13

B. In mourning:

Plucked … Ezra 9:3

Clipped … Jer. 48:37, 38

C. Features regarding:

Leper’s must be shaven … Lev. 13:29–33

Half-shaven, an indignity … 2 Sam. 10:4, 5

Marring of, forbidden … Lev. 19:27

Shaven, by Egyptians … Gen. 41:14

Spittle on, sign of lunacy … 1 Sam. 21:12, 13

Holding to, a token of respect … 2 Sam. 20:9

Beasts—four-footed animals; mammals

A. Characteristics of:

God-created … Gen. 1:21 

Of their own order … 1 Cor. 15:39

Named by Adam … Gen. 2:20 

Suffer because of human sin … Rom. 8:20–22

Perish at death … Ps. 49:12–15

Follow instincts … Is. 1:3; Jude 10

Under God’s control … 1 Sam. 6:7–14

Wild … Mark 1:13

For human food … Gen. 9:3; Acts 10:12, 13

Used in sacrifices … Lev. 27:26–29

Spiritual lessons from … 1 Kin. 4:30–33; Job 12:7

Eat people … 1 Sam. 17:46; 1 Cor. 15:32

B. Treatment of:

No sexual relation with … Lev. 20:15, 16

Proper care of, sign of a righteous person … Gen. 33:13, 14; Prov. 12:10

Abuse of, rebuked … Num. 22:28–32

Extra food for, while working … Deut. 25:4; 1 Tim. 5:18

C. Typical of:

Human folly … Ps. 73:22

Unregenerate individuals … Titus 1:12

False prophets … 2 Pet. 2:12

Antichrist … Rev. 13:1–4

See Animals

Beaten silver—silver shaped by hammering

Overlaid idols … Is. 30:22; Hab. 2:19

In trade … Jer. 10:9

Beatings—striking the body with blows; floggings

A. Inflicted on:

The wicked … Deut. 25:3

The guilty … Lev. 19:20

Children … Prov. 22:15

The disobedient … Prov. 26:3; Luke 12:47, 48

B. Victims of unjust beatings:

A servant … Luke 20:10, 11

Christ … Is. 50:6; Mark 15:19

The apostles … Acts 5:40

Paul … Acts 16:18–24

Beatitudes—pronouncements of blessings

Jesus begins His sermon with … Matt. 5:3–12; Luke 6:20–22

Beautiful Gate—gate at east of temple area

Lame man healed there … Acts 3:1–10

Beauty, physical

A. Temporal:

Seen in nature … Hos. 14:6; Matt. 6:28, 29

Consumed in dissipation … Is. 28:1

Contest, Abishag winner of … 1 Kin. 1:1–4

Esther, winner of … Esth. 2:1–17

Destroyed by sin … Ps. 39:11

Ends in grave … Ps. 49:14

B. In Women:

Vain … Prov. 31:30

Without discretion … Prov. 11:22

Enticements of … Prov. 6:25

Source of temptation … Gen. 6:2; 2 Sam. 11:2–5

Leads to marriage … Deut. 21:10–13

A bride’s … Ps. 45:11

Sarah’s … Gen. 12:11

Rebekah’s … Gen. 24:15, 16

Rachel’s … Gen. 29:17

Daughters of Job … Job 42:15

Abigail’s … 1 Sam. 25:3

Bathsheba’s … 2 Sam. 11:2, 3

Tamar’s … 2 Sam. 13:1

Abishag’s … 1 Kin. 1:3, 4

Vashti’s … Esth. 1:11

Esther’s … Esth. 2:7

C. In Men:

Of man … Is. 44:13

Of the aged … Prov. 20:29

Joseph’s … Gen. 39:6

David’s … 1 Sam. 16:12, 13

Absalom’s … 2 Sam. 14:25

Beauty, spiritual

The Messiah … Ps. 110:3; Is. 52:7

The true Israel … Ps. 45:8–11; Song 1:8

The meek … Ps. 149:4

Spiritual worship … 2 Chr. 20:21

Christian ministers … Rom. 10:15

Holy garments … Is. 52:1

Christ’s rejection by Israel … Zech. 11:7–14

Bebai—fatherly

1. Family head … Ezra 2:11

2. One who signs document … Neh. 10:15

Becher—young camel

1. Benjamin’s son … Gen. 46:21

2. Son of Ephraim … Num. 26:35

Called Bered … 1 Chr. 7:20

Bechorath—the first birth

Ancestor of Saul … 1 Sam. 9:1

Bed

A. Made of:

The ground … Gen. 28:11

Iron, 13 1/2 feet long … Deut. 3:11

Ivory … Amos 6:4

Gold and silver … Esth. 1:6

B. Used for:

Sleep … Luke 11:7

Rest … 2 Sam. 4:5–7

Sickness … Gen. 49:33

Meals … Amos 6:4

Prostitution … Prov. 7:16, 17

Evil … Ps. 36:4

Marriage … Song 3:1; Heb. 13:4

Singing … Ps. 149:5

C. Figurative of:

The grave … Job 17:13–16

Divine support … Ps. 41:3

Worldly security … Is. 57:7

Bed—a garden plot

Used literally … Song 6:2

Used figuratively … Song 5:13

Bedad—separation

Father of Hadad … Gen. 36:35

Bedan—son of judgment

1. Judge of Israel … 1 Sam. 12:11

2. Descendant of Manasseh … 1 Chr. 7:17

Bedeiah—servant of Yahweh

Son of Bani … Ezra 10:34, 35

Bedfellows

Provide mutual warmth … Eccl. 4:11

Bedroom

A place of sleep … 2 Sam. 4:7

Elisha’s special … 2 Kin. 4:8, 10

Secrets of … 2 Kin. 6:12

Joash hidden in … 2 Kin. 11:2

Bee—insect

Abundant in Canaan … Judg. 14:8

Amorites compared to … Deut. 1:44

David’s enemies compared to … Ps. 118:12

Assyria compared to … Is. 7:18

See Honey

Beef, boiled

Elisha gives people … 1 Kin. 19:21

Beeliada—the Lord knows

Son of David … 1 Chr. 14:7

Called Eliada … 2 Sam. 5:14–16

Beelzebub

Prince of demons … Matt. 12:24

Identified as Satan … Matt. 12:26, 27

Jesus thus called … Matt. 10:25

Beer—a well

1. Moab station … Num. 21:16–18

2. Jotham’s place of refuge … Judg. 9:21

Beera—a well

An Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:37

Beerah—a well

Reubenite prince … 1 Chr. 5:6

Beer Elim

Well dug by leaders of Israel … Is. 15:8

Beeri—expounder

1. Esau’s father-in-law … Gen. 26:34

2. Hosea’s father … Hos. 1:1

Beer Lahai Roi—Well of the One who lives and sees me

Angel met Hagar there … Gen. 16:7–14

Isaac dwelt in … Gen. 24:62

Beeroth—wells

Gibeonite city … Josh. 9:17

Beerothite, Berothite

An inhabitant of Beeroth … 2 Sam. 4:2; 1 Chr. 11:39

Beersheba—well of the oath

A. God appeared to:

Hagar … Gen. 21:14, 17–19

Isaac … Gen. 26:19–24

Jacob … Gen. 46:1–5

Elijah … 1 Kin. 19:3–7

B. Other features of:

Named after an oath … Gen. 21:31–33; Gen. 26:26–33

Isaac’s residence at … Gen. 26:23–25

Jacob’s departure from … Gen. 28:10

Assigned to Judah … Josh. 15:20, 28

Later assigned to Simeon … Josh. 19:1, 2, 9

Judgeship of Samuel’s sons … 1 Sam. 8:2

Became seat of idolatry … Amos 5:5; Amos 8:14

“From Dan to Beersheba” … 2 Sam. 17:11

Be Eshterah—temple of Ashterah

A Levitical city … Josh. 21:27

Same as Ashtaroth … 1 Chr. 6:71

Beggar—needy

A. Statements concerning:

Shame of … Luke 16:3

Seed of righteous, kept from … Ps. 37:25

Punishment of … Ps. 109:10

Object of prayer … 1 Sam. 2:1, 8

B. Examples of:

Bartimaeus … Mark 10:46

Lazarus … Luke 16:20–22

Blind man … Luke 18:35

Lame man … Acts 3:2–6

Beginning—the starting point; origin of

Creation … Gen. 1:1 ; John 1:1–3

Sin … Gen. 3:1–6 ; Rom. 5:12–21

Death … Gen. 3:3, 22–24 

Salvation … 2 Thess. 2:13, 14

Satan … John 8:44

The gospel … Gen. 3:15; Gal. 3:8

The old covenant … Ex. 19:1–5; Heb. 8:7–9

The new covenant … Jer. 31:31–34; Matt. 26:28; Heb. 9:14–28

Begotten—from “beget” meaning to bring into being

A. Applied to Christ:

Predicted … Ps. 2:7; Acts 13:33

Prefigured … Heb. 11:17

Proclaimed … John 1:14

Proffered … John 3:16

Professed … Heb. 1:5, 6

B. Applied to Christians:

By the gospel … 1 Cor. 4:15

In bonds … Philem. 10

Unto hope … 1 Pet. 1:3

For safekeeping … 1 John 5:18

Behavior—one’s conduct

A. Strange:

Feigned insanity … 1 Sam. 21:12, 13

Supposed drunkenness … 1 Sam. 1:12–16

Pretended grief … 2 Sam. 14:1–8

Professed loyalty … Matt. 26:48–50

Insipid hypocrisy … Esth. 6:5–11

Counterfeit religion … 2 Cor. 11:13–15

B. True:

Reverent … Titus 2:7

Orderly … 2 Thess. 3:7

Good … 1 Tim. 3:2

Without blame … 1 Thess. 2:10

Beheading—a form of capital punishment

Ishbosheth … 2 Sam. 4:5–7

John the Baptist … Matt. 14:10

James … Acts 12:2

Martyrs … Rev. 20:4

Behemoth—a colossal beast

Described … Job 40:15–24

Bekah—see Weights and measures

Half a shekel … Ex. 38:26

Bel—lord

Patron god of Babylon … Is. 46:1; Jer. 51:44

Merodach title … Jer. 50:2

Bela, Belah—destruction

1. King of Edom … Gen. 36:32

2. Reubenite chief … 1 Chr. 5:8

3. Benjamin’s son … Gen. 46:21

4. A city … Gen. 14:2, 8

Belial

A. Hebrew word translated:

Corrupt … Deut. 13:13

Perverted … Judg. 19:22

Worthless … 1 Sam. 30:22

Scoundrels … 1 Kin. 21:10, 13

B. Applied to:

Satan … 2 Cor. 6:15

Believers—those who have received Christ; Christians

Applied to converts … Acts 5:14; 1 Tim. 4:12

Bellows—an instrument used in forcing air at fire

A figure of affliction … Jer. 6:29

Descriptive of God’s judgment … Jer. 6:27–30

Bells

On Aaron’s garment … Ex. 28:33, 34; Ex. 39:25, 26

Attention-getters … Is. 3:16, 18

Symbols of consecration … Zech. 14:20

Beloved—a title of endearment

A. Applied naturally to:

A husband … Song 6:1–3

B. Applied spiritually to:

Christ … Matt. 3:17

Spiritual Israel … Rom. 9:25

Believers … Col. 3:12

Christian friends … Rom. 16:8, 9

Saints’ abode … Rev. 20:9

Belshazzar—Bel protect the king

Son of Nebuchadnezzar … Dan. 5:2

Gives feast … Dan. 5:1, 4

Disturbed by handwriting … Dan. 5:5–12

Seeks Daniel’s aid … Dan. 5:13–16

Daniel interprets for him … Dan. 5:17–29

Last Chaldean king … Dan. 5:30, 31

Belteshazzar—Bel protect his life

Daniel’s Babylonian name … Dan. 1:7

Ben—son

Levite porter … 1 Chr. 15:18

Benaiah—Yahweh has built

1. Jehoiada’s son … 2 Sam. 23:20

A mighty man … 2 Sam. 23:20, 21

David’s bodyguard … 2 Sam. 8:18

Faithful to David … 2 Sam. 15:18; 2 Sam. 20:23

Escorts Solomon to the throne … 1 Kin. 1:38–40

Executes Adonijah, Joab, and Shimei … 1 Kin. 2:25, 29–34; 1 Kin. 2:46

Commander-in-chief … 1 Kin. 2:28–35

2. One of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:30

Divisional commander … 1 Chr. 27:14

3. Levite musician … 1 Chr. 15:18–20

4. Priestly trumpeter … 1 Chr. 15:24; 1 Chr. 16:6

5. Levite of Asaph’s family … 2 Chr. 20:14

6. Simeonite … 1 Chr. 4:36

7. Levite overseer … 2 Chr. 31:13

8. Father of leader Pelatiah … Ezek. 11:1, 13

9–12. Four postexilic Jews who divorced their foreign wives … Ezra 10:25–43

Ben-Ammi—son of my kinsman

Son of Lot; father of the Ammonites … Gen. 19:38

Ben-Deker—piercing; mattock

One of Solomon’s officers … 1 Kin. 4:9

Bene Berak—sons of berak (lightning)

A town of Dan … Josh. 19:45

Benediction—an act of blessing

A. Characteristics of:

Instituted by God … Gen. 1:22, 28 

Divinely approved … Deut. 10:8

Aaronic form … Num. 6:23–26

Apostolic form … 2 Cor. 13:14

Jesus’ last words … Luke 24:50, 51

B. Pronounced upon:

Creation … Gen. 1:22, 28 

New world … Gen. 9:1, 2

Abraham … Gen. 14:19, 20

Marriage … Gen. 24:60

Son (Jacob) … Gen. 27:27–29

Monarch (Pharaoh) … Gen. 47:7, 10

Sons (Joseph’s) … Gen. 48:15, 16, 20

Tribes (Israel’s) … Deut. 33:1–29

Foreigner … Ruth 1:8, 9

People … 2 Sam. 6:18

Jesus … Luke 2:34

Song of Zacharias … Luke 1:68–79

Children’s blessing … Mark 10:16

Benefactor—one who bestows benefits

A. Materially, God as:

Israel’s … Deut. 7:6–26

Unbeliever’s … Acts 14:15–18

Christian’s … Phil. 4:19

B. Spiritually:

By God … Eph. 1:3–6

Through Christ … Eph. 2:13–22

For enrichment … Eph. 1:16–19

C. Attitudes toward:

Murmuring … Num. 11:1–10

Forgetfulness … Ps. 106:7–14

Rejection … Acts 13:44–47

Remembrance … Luke 7:1–5

Gratefulness … Acts 13:48

Benefice—an enriching act or gift

Manifested by a church … Phil. 4:15–17

Encouraged in a friend … Philem. 17–22

Justified in works … James 2:14–17

Remembered in heaven … 1 Tim. 6:17–19

Bene Jaakan—sons of Jaakan

A wilderness station … Num. 33:31

Benevolence—generosity toward others

A. Exercised toward:

The poor … Gal. 2:10

The needy … Eph. 4:28

Enemies … Prov. 25:21

God’s servant … Phil. 4:14–17

B. Measured by:

Ability … Acts 11:29

Love … 1 Cor. 13:3

Sacrifice … Mark 12:41–44

Bountifulness … 2 Cor. 9:6–15

C. Blessings of:

Fulfills a grace … Rom. 12:6, 13

Performs a spiritual sacrifice … Heb. 13:16

Makes us “more blessed” … Acts 20:35

Enriches the giver … Prov. 11:25; Is. 58:10, 11

Reward … 1 Tim. 6:17–19

Ben-Hadad—son of the god Hadad

1. Ben-Hadad I, king of Damascus.

Hired by Asa, king of Judah, to attack Baasha, king of Israel … 1 Kin. 15:18–21

2. Ben-Hadad II, king of Damascus.

Makes war on Ahab, king of Israel … 1 Kin. 20:1–21

Defeated by Israel … 1 Kin. 20:26–34

Fails in siege against Samaria … 2 Kin. 6:24–33; 2 Kin. 7:6–20

Killed by Hazael … 2 Kin. 8:7–15

3. Ben-Hadad III, king of Damascus.

Loses all Israelite conquests made by Hazael, his father … 2 Kin. 13:3–25

Ben-Hail—son of strength

A teacher … 2 Chr. 17:7

Ben-Hanan—son of the gracious one

A son of Shimon … 1 Chr. 4:20

Ben Hesed—son of mercy

Father of one of Solomon’s officers … 1 Kin. 4:7, 10

Beninu—our son

A Levite document signer … Neh. 10:13

Benjamin—son of the right hand

Jacob’s youngest son … Gen. 35:16–20

Jacob’s favorite son … Gen. 42:4; Gen. 43:1–14

Loved by Joseph … Gen. 43:29–34

Judah intercedes for … Gen. 44:18–34

Joseph’s gifts to … Gen. 45:22

Father of five sons … 1 Chr. 8:1, 2

Head of a tribe … Num. 26:38–41

Jacob’s prophecy concerning … Gen. 49:27

Benjamin (others bearing this name)

1. A son of Bilhan … 1 Chr. 7:10

2. Son of Harim … Ezra 10:18, 31, 32

Same as in … Neh. 3:23

Benjamin, tribe of

A. Background features of:

Descendants of Jacob’s youngest son … Gen. 35:17, 18, 24

Family divisions of … Num. 26:38–41

Strength of … Num. 1:36, 37

Bounds of … Josh. 18:11–28

Prophecies respecting … Gen. 49:27; Deut. 33:12

B. Memorable events of:

Almost destroyed for protecting men of Gibeah … Judg. 20:12–48

Wives provided for, to preserve the tribe … Judg. 21:1–23

Furnished Israel her first king … 1 Sam. 9:1–17

Hailed David’s return … 2 Sam. 19:16, 17

12,000 sealed … Rev. 7:8

C. Celebrities belonging to:

Ehud, a judge … Judg. 3:15

Saul, Israel’s first king … 1 Sam. 9:1

Abner, David’s general … 1 Sam. 17:55

Mordecai … Esth. 2:5

The apostle Paul … Phil. 3:5

Beno—his son

A Merarite Levite … 1 Chr. 24:26, 27

Ben-Oni—son of my sorrow

Rachel’s name for Benjamin … Gen. 35:16–18

Ben-Zoheth—son of Zoheth

A man of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:20

Beon—house of On

A locality east of Jordan … Num. 32:3

Same as Baal Meon … Num. 32:37, 38

Beor—a burning

1. Father of Bela … Gen. 36:32

Beor—continued

2. Father of Balaam … Num. 22:5; 2 Pet. 2:15

Bera—excellent

A king of Sodom … Gen. 14:2

Berachah—blessing

1. David’s warrior … 1 Chr. 12:3

2. A valley in Judah near Tekoa … 2 Chr. 20:26

Berachiah, Berechiah—blessed by Yahweh

1. Asaph’s father … 1 Chr. 6:39

2. Levite door-keepers … 1 Chr. 15:23, 24

3. Head man of Ephraim … 2 Chr. 28:12

4. Son of Zerubbabel … 1 Chr. 3:20

5. Levite … 1 Chr. 9:16

6. Postexilic workman … Neh. 3:4, 30

7. Father of Zechariah … Zech. 1:1, 7; Matt. 23:35

Beraiah—Yahweh has created

A Benjamite chief … 1 Chr. 8:21

Berea—watered

A city of Macedonia visited by Paul … Acts 17:10–15

Bereavement—the emotional state after a loved one’s death

A. General attitudes in:

Horror … Ex. 12:29, 30

Great emotion … 2 Sam. 18:33

Complaint … Ruth 1:20, 21

Genuine sorrow … Gen. 37:33–35

Submission … Job 1:18–21

B. Christian attitudes in:

Unlike world’s … 1 Thess. 4:13–18

Yet sorrow allowed … John 11:32–35; Acts 9:39

With hope of reunion … John 11:20–27

C. Unusual circumstances of, mourning:

Forbidden … Lev. 10:6

Of great length … Gen. 50:1–11

Turned to joy … Matt. 28:8; John 11:41–44

Bered—hail

1. A place in the wilderness of Shur … Gen. 16:7, 14

2. An Ephraimite … 1 Chr. 7:20

Beri—belonging to a well

An Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:36

Beriah—evil

1. Son of Asher … Gen. 46:17

2. Ephraim’s son … 1 Chr. 7:22, 23

3. Chief of Benjamin … 1 Chr. 8:13, 16

4. Levite … 1 Chr. 23:10, 11

Beriites

Descendants of Beriah … Num. 26:44

Berites

A people in north Palestine … 2 Sam. 20:14, 15

Berith—covenant

Shechem idol … Judg. 9:46

Same as Baal-Berith … Judg. 8:33; Judg. 9:4

Bernice—victorious

Sister of Herod Agrippa II … Acts 25:13, 23

Hears Paul’s defense … Acts 26:1–30

Berodach-Baladan

A king of Babylon … 2 Kin. 20:12–19

Also called Merodach-Baladan … Is. 39:1

Berothah, Berothai—wells

City of Syria taken by David … 2 Sam. 8:8

Boundary in the ideal kingdom … Ezek. 47:16

Beryl—a precious stone

In breastplate of high priest … Ex. 28:15–21; Ex. 39:8–14

Ornament of a king … Ezek. 28:12, 13

Describes a lover … Song 5:14

Applied to an angel … Dan. 10:5, 6

Wheels like color of … Ezek. 1:16

In New Jerusalem … Rev. 21:20

Besai

A family head … Ezra 2:49

Besodeiah—in the counsel of Yahweh

Father of Meshullam … Neh. 3:6

Besor—cold

A brook south of Ziklag … 1 Sam. 30:9, 10, 21

Bestial—beastlike

Condemned … Ex. 22:19

Punishment of … Lev. 20:13

Best seats—seats or places of honor

Sought by scribes and Pharisees … Matt. 23:1, 6; Mark 12:38, 39

Not to be sought … Luke 14:7–11

Betah—trust, confidence

Cities of Hadadezer … 2 Sam. 8:8

Called Tibhath … 1 Chr. 18:8

Beten—valley

City of Asher … Josh. 19:25

Beth—house

Second letter of the Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:9–16

Bethabara—house of passage

A place beyond Jordan where John baptized … John 1:28

Beth Acacia

A town of Judah … Judg. 7:22

Beth Anath—house of Anath (the goddess)

A town of Naphtali … Josh. 19:38, 39

Canaanites remain in … Judg. 1:33

Beth Anoth—house of Anoth (the goddess)

A town of Judah … Josh. 15:59

Bethany—house of poverty

A town on Mt. of Olives … Luke 19:29

Home of Lazarus … John 11:1

Home of Simon, the leper … Matt. 26:6

Jesus visits there … Mark 11:1, 11, 12

Scene, Ascension … Luke 24:50, 51

Beth Aphrah—house of dust

A Philistine city; symbolic of doom … Mic. 1:10

Beth Arabah—house of desert

A village of Judah … Josh. 15:6, 61

Assigned to Benjamin … Josh. 18:21, 22

Beth Arbel—house of God’s ambush

A town destroyed by Shalman … Hos. 10:14

Beth Aven—house of nothingness (vanity)

A town of Benjamin … Josh. 7:2

Israel defeated Philistines there … 1 Sam. 13:5

Beth Baal Meon

City of Reuben … Josh. 13:17

Beth Barah—house of the ford

A passage over Jordan … Judg. 7:24

Beth Biri—house of my creation

A town of Simeon … 1 Chr. 4:31

Probably same as Beth Lebaoth … Josh. 19:6

Beth Car—house of a lamb

Site of Philistines’ retreat … 1 Sam. 7:11

Beth Dagon—house of Dagon

1. Village of Judah … Josh. 15:41

2. Town of Asher … Josh. 19:27

Beth Diblathaim—house of fig cakes

A Moabite town … Jer. 48:21, 22

Bethel—house of God

1. A town of Benjamin … Judg. 21:19

Abraham settles near … Gen. 12:7, 8

Site of Abraham’s altar … Gen. 13:3, 4

Scene of Jacob’s ladder … Gen. 28:10–19

Luz becomes Bethel … Gen. 28:19

Jacob returns to … Gen. 35:1–15

On Ephraim’s border … Josh. 16:1–4

Samuel judged there … 1 Sam. 7:15, 16

Site of worship and sacrifice … 1 Sam. 10:3

Center of idolatry … 1 Kin. 12:28–33

School of prophets … 2 Kin. 2:1, 3

Youths from, mock Elisha … 2 Kin. 2:23, 24

Josiah destroys altars of … 2 Kin. 23:4, 15–20

Denounced by a man of God … 1 Kin. 13:1–10

Denounced by Amos … Amos 7:10–13

Denounced by Jeremiah … Jer. 48:13

Denounced by Hosea … Hos. 10:15

2. Simeonite town … 1 Sam. 30:27

Called Bethul and Bethuel … Josh. 19:4; 1 Chr. 4:30

Beth Emek—house of the valley

A town of Asher … Josh. 19:27

Bether—separation

Designates mountains … Song 2:17

Bethesda—house of mercy

Jerusalem pool … John 5:2–4

Beth Ezel—a place near

A town of Judah … Mic. 1:11

Beth Gader—house of the wall

A town of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:51

Probably same as Geder … Josh. 12:13

Beth Gamul—house of recompense

A Moabite town … Jer. 48:23

Beth Haccerem—house of the vineyard

Town of Judah … Jer. 6:1

Beth Haram—mountain house

A town of Gad … Josh. 13:27

Same as Beth Haran … Num. 32:36

Beth Hoglah—house of the partridge

A village of Benjamin … Josh. 15:6; Josh. 18:19, 21

Beth Horon—house of the hollow





Twin towns of Ephraim … Josh. 16:3, 5

Built by Sheerah … 1 Chr. 7:24

Assigned to Kohathite Levites … Josh. 21:20, 22

Fortified by Solomon … 2 Chr. 8:3–5

Prominent in battles … Josh. 10:10–14; 1 Sam. 13:18

Beth Jeshimoth, Beth Jesimoth—house of the wastes

A town near Pisgah … Josh. 12:3

Israel camps near … Num. 33:49

Assigned to Reubenites … Josh. 13:20

Later a town of Moab … Ezek. 25:9

Beth Lebaoth—house of lionesses

A town in south Judah; assigned to Simeonites … Josh. 19:6

Called Lebaoth … Josh. 15:32

Bethlehem (of Judah)—house of bread

A. Significant features of:

Built by Salma … 1 Chr. 2:51

Originally called Ephrath … Gen. 35:16

Burial of Rachel … Gen. 35:19

Two wandering Levites of … Judg. 17:1–13; Judg. 19:1–30

Naomi’s home … Ruth 1:1, 19

Home of Boaz … Ruth 4:9–11

Home of David … 1 Sam. 16:1–18

Stronghold of Philistines … 2 Sam. 23:14, 15

Fortified by Rehoboam … 2 Chr. 11:5, 6

Refuge of Gedaliah’s murderers … Jer. 41:16, 17

B. Messianic features of:

Sought for the tabernacle … Ps. 132:5–7

Predicted place of the Messiah’s birth … Mic. 5:2

Fulfillment cited … Matt. 2:1, 5, 6

Infants of, slain by Herod … Jer. 31:15; Matt. 2:16–18

Bethlehem (of Zebulun)

Town assigned to Zebulun … Josh. 19:15, 16

Home of judge Ibzan … Judg. 12:8–11

Beth Maachah—house of Maachah

Tribe of Israel … 2 Sam. 20:14, 15

Beth Marcaboth—house of the chariots

Town of Simeon … Josh. 19:5

Beth Meon—house of habitation

Moabite town … Jer. 48:23

Beth Millo—house of a terrace

Stronghold at Shechem … Judg. 9:6, 20

Beth Nimrah—house of the leopard

Town of Gad … Num. 32:3, 36

Beth Pazzez—house of dispersion

Town of Issachar … Josh. 19:21

Beth Pelet—house of escape

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:27

Beth Peor—house of Peor

Town near Pisgah … Deut. 3:29

Valley of Moses’ burial place … Deut. 34:6

Assigned to Reubenites … Josh. 13:15, 20

Bethphage—house of unripe figs

Village near Bethany … Mark 11:1

Near Mt. of Olives … Matt. 21:1

Beth-Rapha—house of a giant

A town or family of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:12

Beth Rehob—house of a street

A town in north Palestine … Judg. 18:28

Inhabited by Syrians … 2 Sam. 10:6

Bethsaida—place of fishing

A city of Galilee … Mark 6:45

Home of Andrew, Peter and Philip … John 1:44; John 12:21

Blind man healed … Mark 8:22, 23

Near feeding of 5,000 … Luke 9:10–17

Unbelief of, denounced … Matt. 11:21; Luke 10:13

Beth Shan, Beth Shean—house of security

A town in Issachar … Josh. 17:11

Assigned to Manasseh … 1 Chr. 7:29

Tribute paid by … Josh. 17:12–16

Users of iron chariots … Josh. 17:16

Saul’s corpse hung up at … 1 Sam. 31:10–13; 2 Sam. 21:12–14

Beth Shemesh—house of the sun

1. A border town between Judah and Dan … Josh. 15:10

Also called Ir Shemesh … Josh. 19:41

Assigned to priests … Josh. 21:16

Ark brought to … 1 Sam. 6:12–19

Joash defeats Amaziah at … 2 Kin. 14:11

Taken by Philistines … 2 Chr. 28:18

2. A town of Naphtali … Josh. 19:38

3. A town of Issachar … Josh. 19:22

4. Egyptian city … Jer. 43:13

Beth Tappuah—house of apples

A town of Judah … Josh. 15:53

Bethuel—abode of God

1. Father of Laban and Rebekah … Gen. 22:20–23; Gen. 24:29

2. Simeonite town … 1 Chr. 4:30

Called Bethul … Josh. 19:4

Beth Zur—house of a rock

A town of Judah … Josh. 15:58

Fortified by Rehoboam … 2 Chr. 11:7

Help to rebuild … Neh. 3:16

Betonim—pistachio nuts

A town of Gad … Josh. 13:26

Betrayal—a breach of trust

A. Of Christ:

Predicted … Ps. 41:9

Frequently mentioned … Matt. 17:22; John 13:21

Betrayal—continued

Betrayer identified … John 13:26

Sign of, a kiss … Matt. 26:48, 49

Guilt of … Matt. 27:3, 4

Supper before … 1 Cor. 11:23

B. Examples of:

Israelites by Gibeonites … Josh. 9:22

Samson by Delilah … Judg. 16:18–20

The woman of En Dor by Saul … 1 Sam. 28:9–12

Jesus by Judas … Matt. 26:14–16

Christians … Matt. 10:21

Betrothed—given in marriage

Treatment of … Ex. 21:8, 9

Beulah—married

A symbol of true Israel … Is. 62:4, 5

Beverage—a drink

A. Literal:

Milk … Judg. 4:19; Judg. 5:25

Strong drink … Prov. 31:6

Water … Matt. 10:42

Wine … 1 Tim. 5:23

B. Figurative:

Christ’s blood … John 6:53

Cup of suffering … John 18:11

Living water … John 4:10

Water of life … Rev. 22:17

Beware—be wary of; guard against

A. Of evil things:

False prophets … Matt. 7:15

Evil men … Matt. 10:17

Covetousness … Luke 12:15

Dogs (figurative) … Phil. 3:2

B. Of possibilities:

Disobeying God … Ex. 23:20, 21

Forgetting God … Deut. 6:12

Being led away … 2 Pet. 3:17

Bewitch—to charm, captivate, or astound

Activity of Simon … Acts 8:9–11

Descriptive of legalism … Gal. 3:1

Bezai—shining; high

Postexilic family head … Ezra 2:17; Neh. 7:23

Signs document … Neh. 10:18

Bezalel—in the shadow (protection) of God

1. Hur’s grandson … 1 Chr. 2:20

Tabernacle builder … Ex. 31:1–11; Ex. 35:30–35

2. Divorced foreign wife … Ezra 10:18, 30

Bezek—scattering

1. Town near Jerusalem … Judg. 1:4, 5

2. Saul’s army gathered there … 1 Sam. 11:8

Bezer—fortress

1. An Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:37

2. City of Reuben … Deut. 4:43

Place of refuge … Josh. 20:8

Bible history, outlined

A. Prepatriarchal period, the:

Creation … Gen. 1:1–2:25 

Fall of man … Gen. 3:1–24 

Development of wickedness … Gen. 4:1–6:8

Flood … Gen. 6:9–8:22

Establishment of nations … Gen. 9:1–10:32

Confusion of tongues … Gen. 11:1–32

B. Patriarchal period:

Abraham … Gen. 12:1–25:11; 

Isaac … Gen. 21:1–28:9; Gen. 35:27–29

Jacob … Gen. 25:19–37:36; Gen. 45:21–46:7; Gen. 49:1–33

Joseph … Gen. 7:1–50:26

C. Egypt and the Exodus:

Preparation of Moses … Ex. 1:1–7:7

Plagues and Passover … Ex. 7:8–12:36

From Egypt to Sinai … Ex. 12:37–18:27

The Law and tabernacle … Ex. 19:1–40:38

D. Wilderness:

Spies at Kadesh Barnea … Num. 13:1–14:38

Moses’ disobedience at Kadesh … Num. 20:2–12

Fiery serpents … Num. 21:4–9

Balak and Balaam … Num. 22:1–24:25

Appointment of Joshua … Num. 27:18–23

Death of Moses … Deut. 34:1–8

E. Conquest and settlement:

Spies received by Rahab … Josh. 2:1–21

Crossing Jordan … Josh. 3:14–17

Fall of Jericho … Josh. 6:1–27

Southern and central mountains … Josh. 7:1–11

Victory at Merom … Josh. 11:1–14

Division of the land … Josh. 14:1–21:45

F. Period of the judges:

Later conquests … Judg. 1:1–2:23

Othniel … Judg. 3:8–11

Ehud … Judg. 3:12–30

Shamgar … Judg. 3:31

Deborah and Barak … Judg. 4:1–5:31

Gideon … Judg. 6:11–8:35

Abimelech … Judg. 9:1–57

Tola and Jair … Judg. 10:1–5

Jephthah … Judg. 11:1–12:7

Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon … Judg. 12:8–15

Samson … Judg. 13:1–16:31

Tribal wars … Judg. 17:1–21:25

G. From Samuel to David:

Eli and Samuel … 1 Sam. 1:1–4:22

Samuel as judge … 1 Sam. 5:1–8:22

The first king … 1 Sam. 9:1–12:25

Battle of Michmash … 1 Sam. 13:1–14:52

Saul and the Amalekites … 1 Sam. 15:1–35

David chosen … 1 Sam. 16:1–13

David and Goliath … 1 Sam. 17:1–58

David in exile … 1 Sam. 18:5–31:13

H. Kingdom united:

David’s reign at Hebron … 2 Sam. 2:1–4:12

David’s reign at Jerusalem … 2 Sam. 5:1–10:19

David’s sin … 2 Sam. 11:1–25

Absalom’s rebellion … 2 Sam. 15:1–18:33

David’s death … 1 Kin. 2:10–12

Accession of Solomon … 1 Kin. 1:32–53; 1 Chr. 29:20–25

The temple … 1 Kin. 6:1–9:9; 2 Chr. 2:1–7:22

Death of Solomon … 1 Kin. 11:41–43; 2 Chr. 9:29–31

I. Kingdom divided:

Rebellion of Israel … 2 Chr. 10:1–19

Rehoboam and Abijah … 2 Chr. 10:1–13:22

Jeroboam and Nadab … 1 Kin. 12:25–14:20; 1 Kin. 15:25–31

Asa … 1 Kin. 15:9–24; 2 Chr. 14:1–16:14

Baasha, Elah, Zimri, and Omri … 1 Kin. 15:32–16:27

J. Mutual alliance:

Ahab and Elijah … 1 Kin. 16:28–18:19

Contest on Mt. Carmel … 1 Kin. 18:20–40

Ahab and Ben-Hadad … 1 Kin. 20:1–34

Murder of Naboth … 1 Kin. 21:1–29

Revival under Jehoshaphat … 1 Kin. 22:41–50; 2 Chr. 17:1–19

Battle of Ramoth Gilead … 1 Kin. 22:1–40; 2 Chr. 18:1–34

Wars of Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 19:1–20:30

Translation of Elijah … 2 Kin. 2:1–11

Jehoshaphat and Jehoram … 2 Kin. 3:1–27

Ministry of Elisha … 2 Kin. 4:1–6:23; 2 Kin. 8:1–15

Siege of Samaria … 2 Kin. 6:24–7:20

Death of Elisha … 2 Kin. 13:14–20

K. Decline of both kingdoms:

Accession of Jehu … 2 Kin. 9:1–10:31

Athaliah and Joash … 2 Kin. 11:1–12:21

Amaziah and Jeroboam … 2 Kin. 14:1–29

Captivity of Israel … 2 Kin. 15:29; 2 Kin. 17:1–6

Reign of Hezekiah … 2 Kin. 18:1–20:21; 2 Chr. 29:1–32:33

Reign of Manasseh … 2 Kin. 21:1–18; 2 Chr. 33:1–20

Josiah’s reforms … 2 Kin. 22:1–23:30; 2 Chr. 34:1–35:27

Captivity of Judah … 2 Kin. 24:1–25:30; 2 Chr. 36:5–21

L. Captivity:

Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar … Dan. 1:1–4:37

Belshazzar and Darius … Dan. 5:1–6:28

Rebuilding the temple … Ezra 1:1–6:15

Rebuilding Jerusalem … Neh. 1:1–6:19

Esther and Mordecai … Esth. 2:1–10:3

M. Ministry of Christ:

Birth … Matt. 1:18–25; Luke 2:1–20

Childhood … Luke 2:40–52

Baptism … Matt. 3:13–17; Luke 3:21, 22

Temptation … Matt. 4:1–11; Luke 4:1–13

First miracle … John 2:1–11

With Nicodemus … John 3:1–21

The Samaritan woman … John 4:5–42

Healing … Luke 4:31–41

Controversy on the Sabbath … Luke 6:1–11

Apostles chosen … Mark 3:13–19; Luke 6:12–16

Sermon on the Mount … Matt. 5:1–7:29; Luke 6:20–49

Raises dead son … Luke 7:11–17

Anointed … Luke 7:36–50

Accused of blasphemy … Matt. 12:22–37; Mark 3:19–30

Calms the sea … Matt. 8:23–27; Mark 4:35–41

Demoniac healed … Matt. 8:28–34; Mark 5:1–20

Daughter of Jairus healed … Matt. 9:18–26; Luke 8:41–56

Feeds 5,000 … Matt. 14:13–21; Mark 6:30–44

Feeds 4,000 … Matt. 15:32–39

Peter confesses Jesus is Christ … Matt. 16:5–16; Mark 8:27–29

Foretells death … Matt. 16:21–26; Luke 9:22–25

Transfiguration … Matt. 17:1–13; Luke 9:28–36

Forgiving of adulteress … John 7:53–8:11

Resurrection of Lazarus … John 11:1–44

Blesses the children … Matt. 19:13–15; Mark 10:13–16

Bartimaeus healed … Matt. 20:29–34; Mark 10:46–52

Meets Zacchaeus … Luke 19:1–10

Triumphant entry … Matt. 21:1–9; Luke 19:29–44

Anointed … Matt. 26:6–13; Mark 14:3–9

The Passover … Matt. 26:17–19; Luke 22:7–13

The Lord’s Supper … Matt. 26:26–29; Mark 14:22–25

Gethsemane … Luke 22:39–46

Betrayal and arrest … Matt. 26:47–56; John 18:3–12

Before the Sanhedrin … Matt. 26:57–68; Luke 22:54–65

Denied by Peter … John 18:15–27

Before Pilate … Matt. 27:2–14; Luke 23:1–7

Before Herod … Luke 23:6–12

Returns to Pilate … Matt. 27:15–26; Luke 23:13–25

Crucifixion … Matt. 27:35–56; Luke 23:33–49

Burial … Matt. 27:57–66; Luke 23:50–56

Resurrection … Matt. 28:1–15; John 20:1–18

Appearance to disciples … Luke 24:36–43; John 20:19–25

Appearance to Thomas … John 20:26–31

Great commission … Matt. 28:16–20

Ascension … Luke 24:50–53

N. The early church:

Pentecost … Acts 2:1–42

In Jerusalem … Acts 2:3–6:7

Martyrdom of Stephen … Acts 6:8–7:60

In Judea and Samaria … Acts 8:1–12:25

Conversion of Saul … Acts 9:1–18

First missionary journey … Acts 13:1–14:28

Jerusalem conference … Acts 15:1–35

Second missionary journey … Acts 15:36–18:22

Third missionary journey … Acts 18:23–21:16

Captivity of Paul … Acts 21:27–28:31

Bichri—firstborn

Father of Sheba … 2 Sam. 20:1

Bidkar—servant of Kar

Captain under Jehu … 2 Kin. 9:25

Bigamist—having more than one wife

First, Lamech … Gen. 4:19

Bigamy (see Marriage)

Bigotry—excessive prejudice; blind fanaticism

A. Characteristics of:

Name-calling … John 8:48, 49

Spiritual blindness … John 9:39–41

Hatred … Acts 7:54–58

Self-righteousness … Phil. 3:4–6

Ignorance … 1 Tim. 1:13

B. Examples of:

Haman … Esth. 3:8–10

The Pharisees … John 8:33–48

Saul (Paul) … Acts 9:1, 2

Peter … Acts 10:14, 28

See Intolerance; Persecution

Bigtha—gift of God

An officer of Ahasuerus … Esth. 1:10

Bigthan, Bigthana—gift of God

Conspired against Ahasuerus … Esth. 2:21; Esth. 6:2

Bigvai—happy

1. Zerubbabel’s companion … Ezra 2:2; Neh. 7:7, 19

2. One who signs covenant … Neh. 10:16

Bildad—Bel has loved

One of Job’s friends … Job 2:11

Job 8:1–22

Makes three … Job 18:1–21

speeches … Job 25:1–6

Bileam—greed

A town of Manasseh … 1 Chr. 6:70

Bilgah—brightness; cheerfulness

1. A descendant of Aaron … 1 Chr. 24:1, 6, 14

2. A chief of the priests … Neh. 12:5, 7, 18

Same as Bilgai; signs document … Neh. 10:8

Bilhah—foolish; simple

1. Rachel’s maid … Gen. 29:29

The mother of Dan and Naphtali … Gen. 30:1–8

Commits incest with Reuben … Gen. 35:22

2. Simeonite town … 1 Chr. 4:29

Same as Baalah … Josh. 15:29

Bilhan—foolish; simple

1. A Horite chief; son of Ezer … Gen. 36:27; 1 Chr. 1:42

2. A Benjamite family head … 1 Chr. 7:10

Bilshan—searcher

A postexilic leader … Ezra 2:2; Neh. 7:7

Bimhal—with pruning

An Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:33

Bin

For food storage … 1 Kin. 17:12–16

Binding—a restraint; a tying together

A. Used literally of:

Tying a man … Gen. 22:9

Imprisonment … 2 Kin. 17:4; Acts 22:4

B. Used figuratively of:

A fixed agreement … Num. 30:2

God’s Word … Prov. 3:3

The broken-hearted … Is. 61:1

Satan … Luke 13:16

The wicked … Matt. 13:30

Ceremonialism … Matt. 23:4

The keys … Matt. 16:19

A determined plan … Acts 20:22

Marriage … Rom. 7:2

Binea

A son of Moza … 1 Chr. 8:37

Binnui—built

1. Head of postexilic family … Neh. 7:15

Called Bani … Ezra 2:10

2. Son of Pahath-Moab … Ezra 10:30

3. Son of Bani … Ezra 10:38

4. Postexilic Levite … Neh. 12:8

Henadad’s son … Neh. 10:9

Family of, builds wall … Neh. 3:24

Bird cage

Used figuratively … Jer. 5:27

Birds—vertebrates with feathers and wings

A. List of:

Buzzard … Lev. 11:13

Dove … Gen. 8:8

Eagle … Job 39:27

Falcon … Deut. 14:13

Hawk … Job 39:26

Hen … Matt. 23:37

Heron … Lev. 11:19

Hoopoe … Lev. 11:19

Jackal … Job 30:29

Kite … Deut. 14:13

Ostrich … Job 30:29

Owls … Lev. 11:16

Desert … Ps. 102:6

Fisher … Lev. 11:17

Screech … Lev. 11:17

Little … Lev. 11:17

Partridge … 1 Sam. 26:20

Pelican … Ps. 102:6

Pigeon … Lev. 12:6

Quail … Num. 11:31, 32

Raven … Job 38:41

Rooster … Matt. 26:34, 74; Mark 14:30; Luke 22:61; John 18:27

Sparrow … Matt. 10:29–31

Stork … Ps. 104:17

Swallow … Ps. 84:3

Swift … Jer. 8:7

Turtledove … Song 2:12

Vulture … Lev. 11:13

B. Features regarding:

Created by God … Gen. 1:20, 21 

Named by Adam … Gen. 2:19, 20 

Clean, unclean … Gen. 8:20

Differ from animals … 1 Cor. 15:39

Under man’s dominion … Ps. 8:6–8

For food … Gen. 9:2, 3

Belong to God … Ps. 50:11

God provides for … Ps. 104:10–12; Luke 12:23, 24

Can be tamed … James 3:7

Differ in singing … Song 2:12

Some migratory … Jer. 8:7

Solomon writes of … 1 Kin. 4:33

Clean, used in sacrifices … Lev. 1:14; Luke 2:23, 24

Worshiped … Rom. 1:23

C. Figurative of:

Escape from evil … Ps. 124:7

A wanderer … Prov. 27:8

Snares of death … Eccl. 9:12

Cruel kings … Is. 46:11

Hostile nations … Jer. 12:9

Wicked rich … Jer. 17:11

Kingdom of heaven … Matt. 13:32

Maternal love … Matt. 23:37

Birsha—with wickedness

A king of Gomorrah … Gen. 14:2, 8, 10

Birth—the act of coming into life

A. Kinds of:

Natural … Eccl. 7:1

Figurative … Is. 37:3

Supernatural … Matt. 1:18–25

The new … John 3:5

See New birth

B. Natural, features regarding:

Pain of, results from sin … Gen. 3:16

Produces a sinful being … Ps. 51:5

Makes ceremonially unclean … Lev. 12:2, 5; Luke 2:22

Affliction from … John 9:1

Twins of, differ … Gen. 25:21–23

Sometimes brings death … Gen. 35:16–20

Pain of, forgotten … John 16:21

Birthday—date of one’s birth

Job and Jeremiah curse theirs … Job 3:1–11; Jer. 20:14, 15

Celebration:

Pharaoh’s … Gen. 40:20

Herod’s … Mark 6:21

Birthright—legal rights inherited by birth

A. Blessings of:

Seniority … Gen. 43:33

Double portion … Deut. 21:15–17

Royal succession … 2 Chr. 21:3

B. Loss of:

Esau’s—by sale … Gen. 25:29–34; Heb. 12:16

Reuben’s—as a punishment … Gen. 49:3, 4; 1 Chr. 5:1, 2

Manasseh’s—by Jacob’s will … Gen. 48:15–20; 1 Chr. 5:1, 2

David’s brother—by divine will … 1 Sam. 16:2–22

Adonijah’s—by the Lord … 1 Kin. 2:13, 15

Hosah’s son’s—by his father’s will … 1 Chr. 26:10

C. Transferred to:

Jacob … Gen. 27:6–46

Judah … Gen. 49:8–10

Solomon … 1 Chr. 28:5–7

See Firstborn

Birth pangs—the labor pains of childbirth

A. Descriptive of:

Anguish … Is. 53:11

B. Of a woman’s, described as:

Fearful … Ps. 48:6

Painful … Is. 13:8

Hazardous … Gen. 35:16–19

Joyful afterward … John 16:21

C. Figurative of:

New Israel … Is. 66:7, 8

Messiah’s birth … Mic. 4:9, 10

Redemption … Mic. 5:3

New birth … Gal. 4:19

Creation’s rebirth … Rom. 8:22

Births, foretold

A. Over a short period:

Ishmael’s … Gen. 16:11

Isaac’s … Gen. 18:10

Samson’s … Judg. 13:3, 24

Samuel’s … 1 Sam. 1:11, 20

Shunammite’s son’s … 2 Kin. 4:16, 17

John the Baptist’s … Luke 1:13

B. Over a longer period:

Josiah’s … 1 Kin. 13:2

Cyrus’s … Is. 45:1–4

Christ’s … Gen. 3:15; Mic. 5:1–3

Birthstool

Used during childbirth … Ex. 1:16

Birzaith—olive well

An Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:31

Bishlam—in peace

A Persian officer … Ezra 4:7

Bishop—an overseer; elder

A. Qualifications of, given by:

Paul … 1 Tim. 3:1–7

Peter, called “elder” … 1 Pet. 5:1–4

B. Office of:

Same as overseer or elder … Acts 20:17, 28

Several in a church … Acts 20:17, 28; Phil. 1:1

Follows ordination … Titus 1:5, 7

Held by Christ … 1 Pet. 2:25

C. Duties of:

Oversee the church … Acts 20:17, 28–31

Feed God’s flock … 1 Pet. 5:2

Watch over believers’ souls … Heb. 13:17

Teach … 1 Tim. 5:17

Bit—a part of a horse’s bridle

Figurative, of humankind’s stubborn nature … Ps. 32:9; James 3:3

Bithiah—daughter of Yahweh

Pharaoh’s daughter; wife of Mered … 1 Chr. 4:18

Bithron—ravine; gorge

A district east of Jordan … 2 Sam. 2:29

Bithynia—a province of Asia Minor

The Spirit keeps Paul from … Acts 16:7

Peter writes to Christians of … 1 Pet. 1:1

Bitter

A. Used of:

The soul … Job 3:20

Words … Ps. 64:3

Water … Num. 5:24

Demanding woman … Eccl. 7:26

Sin … Prov. 5:4

Death … Jer. 31:15

B. Avoidance of:

Toward a wife … Col. 3:19

As contrary to the truth … James 3:14

Bitter herbs

Part of Passover meal … Ex. 12:8; Num. 9:11

“Bitter is sweet”

Descriptive of human hunger … Prov. 27:7

Bittern—a nocturnal member of heron family

Sings in desolate windows … Zeph. 2:14

Bitterness—extreme enmity; sour temper

A. Kinds of:

The heart … Prov. 14:10

Death … 1 Sam. 15:32

B. Causes of:

Childlessness … 1 Sam. 1:5, 10

A foolish son … Prov. 17:25

Sickness … Is. 38:17

C. Avoidance of:

Toward others … Eph. 4:31

As a source of defilement … Heb. 12:15

Bitter waters

Made sweet by a tree … Ex. 15:23–25

Swallowed by suspected wife … Num. 5:11–31

Bizjothjah—contempt of Yahweh

A town in south Judah … Josh. 15:28

Biztha—eunuch

An officer under Ahasuerus … Esth. 1:10

Blackness—destitute of light

A. Literally of:

Hair … Song 5:11

Horse … Zech. 6:2

Sky … 1 Kin. 18:45

Mountain … Heb. 12:18

Night … Prov. 7:9

B. Figuratively of:

Hell … Jude 13

C. Specifically:

Let blackness of the day … Job 3:5

Clothe heaven with … Is. 50:3

Blamelessness—freedom from fault; innocency

A. Used ritualistically of:

Priests … Matt. 12:5

Proper observance … Luke 1:6

Works, righteousness … Phil. 3:6

B. Desirable in:

Bishops (elders) … 1 Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:6, 7

Deacons … 1 Tim. 3:10

Widows … 1 Tim. 5:7

C. Attainment of:

Desirable now … Phil. 2:15

At Christ’s return … 1 Cor. 1:8; 1 Thess. 5:23; 2 Pet. 3:14

Blasphemy—cursing God

A. Arises out of:

Pride … Ps. 73:9, 11; Ezek. 35:12, 13

Hatred … Ps. 74:18

Affliction … Is. 8:21

Injustice … Is. 52:5

Defiance … Is. 36:15–20

Skepticism … Ezek. 9:8; Mal. 3:13, 14

Self-deification … Dan. 11:36, 37; 2 Thess. 2:4

Unworthy conduct … 2 Sam. 12:13, 14; Rom. 2:24

B. Instances of:

Job’s wife … Job 2:9

Shelomith’s son … Lev. 24:11–16, 23

Sennacherib … 2 Kin. 19:4, 10, 22

The Beast … Dan. 7:25; Rev. 13:1, 5, 6

The Jews … Luke 22:65

Saul of Tarsus … 1 Tim. 1:13

Gentiles … Rom. 1:28–32

Hymenaeus … 1 Tim. 1:20

C. Those falsely accused of:

Naboth … 1 Kin. 21:12, 13

Jesus … Matt. 9:3; Matt. 26:65

Stephen … Acts 6:11, 13

D. Guilt of:

Punishable by death … Lev. 24:11, 16

Christ accused of … John 10:33, 36

See Revile

Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit

Attributing Christ’s miracles to Satan … Matt. 12:22–32

Never forgivable … Mark 3:28–30

Blasting—injure severely

Shows God’s power … Ex. 15:8

Sent as judgment … Amos 4:9

Figurative of death … Job 4:9

Blastus—sprout

Herod’s chamberlain … Acts 12:20

Blemish—any deformity or injury

A. Those without physical:

Priests … Lev. 21:17–24

Absalom … 2 Sam. 14:25

Animals used in sacrifices … Lev. 22:19–25; Mal. 1:8

B. Those without moral:

Christ … Heb. 9:14

The church … Eph. 5:27

C. Those with:

Apostates … 2 Pet. 2:13

Bless—to bestow blessings upon

To give divine blessings … Gen. 1:22 ; Gen. 9:1–7

To adore God for His blessings … Gen. 24:48; Ps. 103:1

To invoke blessings upon another … Gen. 24:60; Gen. 27:4, 27

Blessed—the objects of God’s favors

A. Reasons for, they:

Are chosen … Eph. 1:3, 4

Believe … Gal. 3:9

Are forgiven … Ps. 32:1, 2

Are justified … Rom. 4:6–9

Are instructed … Ps. 94:12

Keep God’s Word … Rev. 1:3

B. Time of:

Eternal past … Eph. 1:3, 4

Present … Luke 6:22

Eternal future … Matt. 25:34

Blessings—the gift of God’s grace

A. Physical and temporal:

Prosperity … Mal. 3:10–12

Food, clothing … Matt. 6:26, 30–33

Sowing, harvest … Acts 14:17

Longevity … Ex. 20:12

Children … Ps. 127:3–5

B. National and Israelitish:

General … Gen. 12:1–3

Specific … Rom. 9:4, 5

Fulfilled … Rom. 11:1–36

Perverted … Rom. 2:17–29

Rejected … Acts 13:46–52

C. Spiritual and eternal:

Salvation … John 3:16

Election … Eph. 1:3–5

Regeneration … 2 Cor. 5:17

Forgiveness … Col. 1:14

Adoption … Rom. 8:15–17

No condemnation … Rom. 8:1

Holy Spirit … Acts 1:8

Justification … Acts 13:38, 39

New covenant … Heb. 8:6–13

Fatherly chastisement … Heb. 12:5–11

Christ’s intercession … Rom. 8:34

Sanctification … Rom. 8:3–14

Perseverance … John 10:27–29

Glorification … Rom. 8:30

Blindfold—a covering over the eyes

A prelude to execution … Esth. 7:8

Put on Jesus … Luke 22:63, 64

Blindness—destitute of vision

A. Causes of:

Old age … Gen. 27:1

Disobedience … Deut. 28:28, 29

Miracle … 2 Kin. 6:18–20

Judgment … Gen. 19:1–11

Captivity … Judg. 16:20, 21

Condition of servitude … 1 Sam. 11:2

Defeat in war … 2 Kin. 25:7

Unbelief … Acts 9:8, 9

God’s glory … John 9:1–3

B. Disabilities of:

Keep from priesthood … Lev. 21:17, 18

Offerings unacceptable … Lev. 22:22; Mal. 1:8

Make protection … Lev. 19:14

Helplessness … Judg. 16:26

Occasional derision … 2 Sam. 5:6–8

C. Remedies for:

Promised in Christ … Is. 42:7, 16

Proclaimed in the gospel … Luke 4:18–21; Acts 26:18

Portrayed in a miracle … John 9:1–41; Acts 9:1–18

Perfected in faith … John 11:37; Eph. 1:15–19

Perverted by disobedience … 1 John 2:11

Blood

A. Used to designate:

Unity of humankind … Acts 17:26

Human nature … John 1:13

Human depravity … Ezek. 16:6, 22

The individual soul … Ezek. 33:8

The essence of life … Gen. 9:4; Lev. 17:11, 14

The sacredness of life … Gen. 9:5, 6

Means of atonement … Lev. 17:10–14

Regeneration … Is. 4:4; Ezek. 16:9

New covenant … Matt. 26:28

Blood—continued

The new life … John 6:53–56

Christ’s atonement … Heb. 9:14

Redemption … Zech. 9:11

B. Miracles connected with:

Water turns to … Ex. 7:20, 21

Water appears like … 2 Kin. 3:22, 23

The moon turns to … Acts 2:20; Rev. 6:12

Flow of, stops … Mark 5:25, 29

Sea becomes … Rev. 11:6

Believers become white in … Rev. 7:14

C. Figurative of:

Sin … Is. 59:3

Cruelty … Hab. 2:12

Abominations … Is. 66:3

Inherited guilt … Matt. 23:35

Guilt … 2 Sam. 1:16; Matt. 27:25

Vengeance … Ezek. 35:6

Retribution … Is. 49:25, 26

Slaughter … Is. 34:6–8

Judgment … Rev. 16:6

Victory … Ps. 58:10

Blood of Christ

A. Described as:

Innocent … Matt. 27:4

Precious … 1 Pet. 1:19

Necessary … Heb. 9:22, 23

Sufficient … Heb. 9:13, 14

Final … Heb. 9:24–28

Cleansing … 1 John 1:7

Conquering … Rev. 12:11

B. Basis of:

Reconciliation … Eph. 2:13–16

Redemption … Rom. 3:24, 25

Justification … Rom. 5:9

Sanctification … Heb. 10:29

Communion … Matt. 26:26–29

Victory … Rev. 12:11

Eternal life … John 6:53–56

Bloodguiltiness—guilt incurred by murder

Incurred by willful murderer … Ex. 21:14

Not saved by altar … 1 Kin. 2:29

Provision for innocent … Ex. 21:13; 1 Kin. 1:50–53

David’s prayer concerning … Ps. 51:14

Judas’s guilt in … Matt. 27:3, 4

The Jews’ admission of … Matt. 27:23–25

Of Christ-rejectors … Acts 18:5, 6

Blood money

Payment made to Judas … Matt. 26:14–16

Bloodthirsty

Descriptive of:

Saul’s house … 2 Sam. 21:1

David … 2 Sam. 16:6, 7

Bloody

Descriptive of:

Cities … Ezek. 22:2; Ezek. 24:6, 9

Bloody sweat—(believed to be caused by agony or stress)

Agony in Gethsemane … Luke 22:44

Blossom—to open into blossoms; to flower

Aaron’s rod … Num. 17:5, 8

A fig tree … Hab. 3:17

A desert … Is. 35:1, 2

Israel … Is. 27:6

Blot—to rub or wipe off

One’s name in God’s Book … Ex. 32:32, 33

Legal ordinances … Col. 2:14

One’s sins … Ps. 51:1, 9; Acts 3:19

Amalek … Deut. 25:19

Israel as a nation … 2 Kin. 14:27

Blue

Often used in tabernacle … Ex. 25:4; Ex. 28:15

Used by royalty … Esth. 8:15

Imported … Ezek. 27:7

Blush—to redden in the cheeks

Sin makes impossible … Jer. 6:15; Jer. 8:12

Boanerges—sons of thunder

Surname of James and John … Mark 3:17

Boar—male wild hog

Descriptive of Israel’s enemies … Ps. 80:13

Boasting—to speak of with pride; to brag

A. Excluded because of:

Man’s limited knowledge … Prov. 27:1, 2

Uncertain issues … 1 Kin. 20:11

Evil incurred thereby … Luke 12:19–21; James 3:5

Salvation by grace … Eph. 2:9

God’s sovereignty … Rom. 11:17–21

B. Examples of:

Goliath … 1 Sam. 17:44

Ben-Hadad … 1 Kin. 20:10

Rabshakeh … 2 Kin. 18:27, 34

Satan … Is. 14:12–15; Ezek. 28:12–19

See Haughtiness; Pride

Boasting in God

Continual duty … Ps. 34:2

Always in the Lord … 2 Cor. 10:13–18

Necessary to refute the wayward … 2 Cor. 11:5–33

Of spiritual rather than natural … Phil. 3:3–14

Boats

In Christ’s time … Matt. 8:23–27; John 6:22, 23

Lifeboats … Acts 27:30

Ferryboats … 2 Sam. 19:18

Used for fishing … John 21:3–8

Boaz—strength

1. A wealthy Bethlehemite … Ruth 2:1, 4–18

Husband of Ruth … Ruth 4:10–13

Ancestor of David … Ruth 4:17

Ancestor of Christ … Matt. 1:5

2. Pillar of temple … 1 Kin. 7:21

Bocheru—firstborn

A son of Azel … 1 Chr. 8:38

Bochim—weepers

A place near Gilgal … Judg. 2:1–5

Body of Christ

A. Descriptive of His own body:

Prepared by God … Heb. 10:5

Conceived by the Holy Spirit … Luke 1:34, 35

Subject to growth … Luke 2:40, 52; Heb. 5:8, 9

Part of our nature … Heb. 2:14

Without sin … 2 Cor. 5:21

Subject to human emotions … Heb. 5:7

Raised without corruption … Acts 2:31

Glorified by resurrection … Phil. 3:21

Communion with … 1 Cor. 11:27

B. Descriptive of the church:

Identified … Col. 1:24

Described … Eph. 2:16

Christ, the head of … Eph. 1:22

Christ dwells in … Eph. 1:23

Body of human

A. By creation:

Made by God … Gen. 2:7, 21, 22 

Various organs of … 1 Cor. 12:12–25

Bears God’s image … Gen. 9:6; Col. 3:10

Wonderfully made … Ps. 139:14

B. By sin:

Subject to death … Rom. 5:12

Destroyed … Job 19:26

Instrument of evil … Rom. 1:24–32

C. By salvation:

A temple of the Holy Spirit … 1 Cor. 6:19

A living sacrifice … Rom. 12:1

Dead to the law … Rom. 7:4

Dead to sin … Rom. 8:1–4

Control over … Rom. 6:12–23

Christ, the center of … Rom. 6:8–11; Phil. 1:20, 21

Sins against, forbidden … 1 Cor. 6:13, 18

Needful requirements of … 1 Cor. 7:4; Col. 2:23

D. By resurrection, to be:

Redeemed … Rom. 8:23

Raised … John 5:28, 29

Changed … Phil. 3:21

Glorified … Rom. 8:29, 30

Judged … 2 Cor. 5:10–14

Perfected … 1 Thess. 5:23

E. Figurative descriptions of:

House … 2 Cor. 5:1

House of clay … Job 4:19

Earthen vessel … 2 Cor. 4:7

Tent … 2 Pet. 1:13

Temple of God … 1 Cor. 3:16, 17

Members of Christ … 1 Cor. 6:15

Bohan—thumb

1. Reuben’s son … Josh. 15:6

2. Border mark … Josh. 18:17

Boil—an inflamed ulcer

Sixth Egyptian plague … Ex. 9:8–11

A symptom of leprosy … Lev. 13:18–20

Satan afflicts Job with … Job 2:7

Hezekiah’s life endangered by … 2 Kin. 20:7, 8

Boiling—the state of bubbling

A part of cooking … 1 Kin. 19:21

Of a child, in famine … 2 Kin. 6:29

Boldness—courage; bravery; confidence

A. Comes from:

Righteousness … Prov. 28:1

Prayer … Eph. 6:18, 19

Fearless preaching … Acts 9:26–29

Christ … Eph. 3:11, 12; Phil. 1:20

Testimony … Phil. 1:14

Communion with God … Heb. 4:16

Perfect love … 1 John 4:17

B. Examples of:

Tribe of Levi … Ex. 32:26–28

David … 1 Sam. 17:45–49

Three Hebrew men … Dan. 3:8–18

Daniel … Dan. 6:10–23

The apostles … Acts 4:13–31

Paul … Acts 9:26–29

Paul, Barnabas … Acts 13:46

See Courage; Fearlessness

Bondage, literal

Israel in Egypt … Ex. 1:7–22

Gibeonites to Israel … Josh. 9:17–23

Judah in Babylon … 2 Kin. 25:1–21

Israel in Assyria … 2 Kin. 17:6, 20, 23

Denied by Jews … John 8:33

Bondage, spiritual

A. Subjection to:

The devil … 2 Tim. 2:26

Sin … John 8:34

Fear of death … Heb. 2:14, 15

Death … Rom. 7:24

Corruption … 2 Pet. 2:19

B. Deliverance from:

Promised … Is. 42:6, 7

Proclaimed … Luke 4:18, 21

Through Christ … John 8:36

By obedience … Rom. 6:17–19

By the truth … John 8:32

Bones—structural parts of the body

A. Descriptive of:

Unity of male and female … Gen. 2:23 

Physical being … Luke 24:39

Family unity … Gen. 29:14

Tribal unity … 1 Chr. 11:1

B. Prophecies concerning:

The paschal lamb’s … Ex. 12:46; John 19:36

Jacob’s … Gen. 50:25; Heb. 11:22

Valley of dry … Ezek. 37:1–14

C. Figurative of health, affected by:

Shameful wife … Prov. 12:4

Good report … Prov. 15:30

Broken spirit … Prov. 17:22

Books—written compositions

A. Features of:

Old … Job 19:23, 24

Made of papyrus reeds … Is. 19:7

Made of parchment … 2 Tim. 4:13

Made in a roll … Jer. 36:2

Written with ink … 3 John 13

Dedicated … Luke 1:3

Sealed … Rev. 5:1

Many … Eccl. 12:12

Quotations in … Matt. 21:4, 5

Written by secretary … Jer. 36:4, 18

B. Contents of:

Genealogies … Gen. 5:1

Law of Moses … Deut. 31:9, 24, 26

Geography … Josh. 18:9

Wars … Num. 21:14

Records … Ezra 4:15

Miracles … Josh. 10:13

Legislation … 1 Sam. 10:25

Lamentations … 2 Chr. 35:25

Proverbs … Prov. 25:1

Prophecies … Jer. 51:60–64

Symbols … Rev. 1:1

The Messiah … Luke 24:27, 44; Heb. 10:7

C. Mentioned but not preserved:

Book of wars … Num. 21:14

Book of Jasher … Josh. 10:13

Chronicles of David … 1 Chr. 27:24

Book of Gad … 1 Chr. 29:29

Story of prophet Iddo … 2 Chr. 13:22

Book of Nathan … 1 Chr. 29:29

Book of Jehu … 2 Chr. 20:34

Book of God’s judgment

In visions of Daniel and John … Dan. 7:10; Rev. 20:12

Book of the Law

Called “the Law of Moses” … Josh. 8:31, 32

Copied … Deut. 17:18

Placed in the ark … Deut. 31:26

Foundation of Israel’s religion … Deut. 28:58

Lost and found … 2 Kin. 22:8

Produces reformation … 2 Kin. 23:2–14

Produces revival … Neh. 8:2, 8–18

Quoted … 2 Kin. 14:6

To be remembered … Josh. 1:7, 8; Mal. 4:4

Prophetic of Christ … Luke 24:27, 44

Book of Life

A. Contains:

The names of the saved … Phil. 4:3

The deeds of the righteous … Mal. 3:16–18

B. Excludes:

Renegades … Ex. 32:33; Ps. 69:28

Apostates … Rev. 13:8; Rev. 17:8

C. Affords, basis of:

Joy … Luke 10:20

Hope … Heb. 12:23

Judgment … Dan. 7:10; Rev. 20:12–15

Booths—stalls made of branches

Used for cattle … Gen. 33:17

Required in Feast of Tabernacles … Lev. 23:40–43; Neh. 8:14–17

Booty—spoils taken in war

A. Stipulations concerning:

No Canaanites … Deut. 20:14–17

No accursed thing … Josh. 6:17–19

Destruction of Amalek … 1 Sam. 15:2, 3

Destruction of Arad … Num. 21:1–3

The Lord’s judgment … Jer. 49:30–32

B. Division of:

On percentage basis … Num. 31:26–47

Rear troops share in … 1 Sam. 30:22–25

Border—boundary

A. Marked by:

Natural landmarks … Josh. 18:16

Rivers … Josh. 18:19

Neighbor’s landmark … Deut. 19:14

B. Enlargement of:

By God’s power … Ex. 34:24

A blessing … 1 Chr. 4:10

Born again—new birth, regeneration

A. Necessity of, because of:

Inability … John 3:3, 5

The flesh … John 3:6

Deadness … Eph. 2:1

B. Produced by:

The Holy Spirit … John 3:5, 8; Titus 3:5

The Word of God … James 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23

Faith … 1 John 5:1

C. Results of:

New creature … 2 Cor. 5:17

Changed life … Rom. 6:4–11

Holy life … 1 John 3:9

Righteousness … 1 John 2:29

Love … 1 John 3:10

Victory … 1 John 5:4

Borrow—to get by loan

A. Regulations regarding:

From other nations, forbidden … Deut. 15:6; Deut. 28:12

Obligation to repay … Ex. 22:14, 15

Nonpayment, wicked … Ps. 37:21

Involves servitude … Prov. 22:7

Evils of, corrected … Neh. 5:1–13

Christ’s words on … Matt. 5:42

B. Examples of:

Jewels … Ex. 11:2

A widow’s vessels … 2 Kin. 4:3

A woodsman’s ax … 2 Kin. 6:5

Christ’s transportation … Matt. 21:2, 3

Bosom—the breast as center of affections

A. Expressive of:

Prostitution … Prov. 6:26, 27

Anger … Eccl. 7:9

Protection … Is. 40:11

Iniquity … Job 31:33

B. Symbolic of:

Human impatience … Ps. 74:11

Christ’s deity … John 1:18

Eternal peace … Luke 16:22, 23

Bottle—a hollow thing (vessel)

A. Used for:

Milk … Judg. 4:19

Water … Gen. 21:14

Wine … Hab. 2:15

B. Made of:

Clay … Jer. 19:1, 10, 11

Skins … Matt. 9:17; Mark 2:22

C. Figurative of:

God’s remembrance … Ps. 56:8

God’s judgments … Jer. 13:12–14

Sorrow … Ps. 119:83

Impatience … Job 32:19

Clouds of rain … Job 38:37

Old and new covenants … Matt. 9:17

Bottomless pit

Apollyon, king of … Rev. 9:11

Beast comes from … Rev. 11:7; Rev. 17:8

Devil, cast into … Rev. 20:1–3

A prison … Rev. 20:7

Bough—branch of a tree

A. Used:

To make ceremonial booths … Lev. 23:39–43

In siege of Shechem … Judg. 9:45–49

B. Figurative of:

Joseph’s offspring … Gen. 49:22

Judgment … Is. 17:1–11

Israel … Ps. 80:8–11

Bow—an instrument for shooting arrows

A. Uses of:

For hunting … Gen. 27:3

For war … Is. 7:24

As a token of friendship … 1 Sam. 18:4

As a commemorative song … 2 Sam. 1:18

B. Illustrative of:

Strength … Job 29:20

The tongue … Ps. 11:2

Defeat … Hos. 1:5

Peace … Hos. 2:18, 19

Bowed down—bent

As an act of:

Respect … Ex. 18:7

Reverence … Matt. 2:11

Flaunting fidelity … 2 Sam. 1:2–16

Fawning favor … 2 Sam. 14:2–4

Feigned flattery … 2 Sam. 15:5, 6

Bowing, Bowing the knee

A. Wrong:

Before idols … Ex. 20:5

In mockery … Matt. 27:29

Before an angel … Rev. 22:8, 9

B. True, in:

Prayer … 1 Kin. 8:54

Homage … 2 Kin. 1:13

Repentance … Ezra 9:5, 6

Worship … Ps. 95:6

Submission … Eph. 3:14; Phil. 2:10

Bowl—a vessel

Full of incense … Rev. 5:8

Filled with God’s wrath … Rev. 16:1–17

Box tree—an evergreen tree

Descriptive of messianic times … Is. 41:19, 20

Boy—male child

Esau and Jacob … Gen. 25:27

Payment for a harlot … Joel 3:3

Play in streets … Zech. 8:5

See Children; Young men

Bozez—shining

Rock of Michmash … 1 Sam. 14:4, 5

Bozkath—height

A town in south Judah … Josh. 15:39

Home of Jedidah … 2 Kin. 22:1

Bozrah—fortress; sheepfold

1. City of Edom … Gen. 36:33

Destruction of, foretold … Amos 1:12

Figurative, of Messiah’s victory … Is. 63:1

2. City of Moab … Jer. 48:24

Bracelet—ornament

Worn by both sexes … Ezek. 16:11

Given to Rebekah … Gen. 24:22

Worn by King Saul … 2 Sam. 1:10

A sign of worldliness … Is. 3:19

Braided hair

Contrasted to spiritual adornment … 1 Tim. 2:9, 10

Bramble—a thorny bush

Emblem of a tyrant … Judg. 9:8–15

Symbol of destruction … Is. 34:13

Branch—a limb

A. Used naturally of:

Limbs of tree … Num. 13:23

B. Used figuratively of:

Israel … Rom. 11:16, 21

The Messiah … Is. 11:1

Christians … John 15:5, 6

Adversity … Job 15:32

Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom … Dan. 4:10–12

Brass—an alloy of copper and zinc (tin)

Used of:

Christ’s glory … Rev. 1:15

Bravery, moral

Condemning sin … 2 Sam. 12:1–14

Denouncing hypocrisy … Matt. 23:1–39

Opposing enemies … Phil. 1:28

Exposing inconsistency … Gal. 2:11–15

Uncovering false teachers … 2 Pet. 2:1–22

Rebuking Christians … 1 Cor. 6:1–8; James 4:1–11

Breach—a break

Used figuratively of:

Sin … Is. 30:13

Bread—food

A. God’s provision for:

Earned by sweat … Gen. 3:19

Object of prayer … Matt. 6:11

Without work, condemned … 2 Thess. 3:8, 12

A gift … Ruth 1:6; 2 Cor. 9:10

B. Uses of unleavened, for:

Heavenly visitors … Gen. 19:3

The Passover … Ex. 12:8

Priests … 2 Kin. 23:9

Nazirites … Num. 6:13, 15

Lord’s Supper … Luke 22:7–19

C. Special uses of:

Provided by ravens … 1 Kin. 17:6

Strength … 1 Kin. 19:6–8

Satan’s … Matt. 4:3

Miracle … Matt. 14:19–21

Insight … Luke 24:35

D. Figurative of:

Adversity … Is. 30:20

Christ … John 6:33–35

Christ’s death … 1 Cor. 11:23–28

Communion with Christ … Acts 2:46; 1 Cor. 10:17

Extreme poverty … Ps. 37:25

Heavenly food … Ps. 78:24

Prodigality … Ezek. 16:49

Wickedness … Prov. 4:17

Idleness … Prov. 31:27

E. Bread of life:

Christ is … John 6:32–35

Same as manna … Ex. 16:4, 5

Fulfilled in Lord’s Supper … 1 Cor. 11:23, 24

Breaking of bread—a meal

Prayer before … Matt. 14:19

Insight through … Luke 24:35

Fellowship thereby … Acts 2:42

Strength gained by … Acts 20:11

See Lord’s Supper

Breastplate—protection

A. Worn by:

High priest … Ex. 28:4, 15–20

“Locusts” … Rev. 9:7, 9

B. Figurative of:

Christ’s righteousness … Is. 59:17

Faith’s righteousness … Eph. 6:14

Breasts—the female teats

A. Literally of:

Married love … Prov. 5:19; Song 1:13

An infant’s life … Job 3:12; Ps. 22:9

Posterity … Gen. 49:25

B. Figuratively, of:

Mother Jerusalem … Is. 66:10, 11

Breath

Comes from God … Gen. 2:7 

Necessary for all … Eccl. 3:19

Held by God … Dan. 5:23

Taken by God … Ps. 104:29

Figurative, of new life … Ezek. 37:5–10

Breath of God

Cause of:

Life … Job 33:4

Destruction … 2 Sam. 22:16; Is. 11:4

Death … Job 4:9

Brevity of human life

A. Compared to:

Pilgrimage … Gen. 47:9

A sigh … Ps. 90:9

Sleep … Ps. 90:5

Flower … Job 14:2

Grass … 1 Pet. 1:24

Vapor … James 4:14

Shadow … Eccl. 6:12

Moment … 2 Cor. 4:17

A weaver’s shuttle … Job 7:6

B. Truths arising from:

Prayer can prolong … Is. 38:2–5

Incentive to improvement … Ps. 90:12

Some kept from old age … 1 Sam. 2:32, 33

Some know their end … 2 Pet. 1:13, 14

Hope regarding … Phil. 1:21–25

Life’s completion … 2 Tim. 4:6–8

Bribery—gifts to pervert

A. The effects of:

Makes sinners … Ps. 26:10

Corrupts conscience … Ex. 23:8

Perverts justice … Is. 1:23

Brings chaos … Amos 5:12

Merits punishment … Amos 2:6

B. Examples of:

Balak … Num. 22:17, 18, 37

Delilah … Judg. 16:4, 5

Samuel’s sons … 1 Sam. 8:3

Ben-Hadad … 1 Kin. 15:18, 19

Shemaiah … Neh. 6:10–13

Haman … Esth. 3:8, 9

Judas and priests … Matt. 27:3–9

Soldiers … Matt. 28:12–15

Simon … Acts 8:18

Felix … Acts 24:25, 26

Brick—baked clay

Babel built of … Gen. 11:3

Israel forced to make … Ex. 1:14

Altars made of … Is. 65:3

Forts made of … Is. 9:10

Bridal

A. Gift:

A burned city … 1 Kin. 9:16

B. Veil:

Rebekah wears … Gen. 24:64–67

Bride—newly wed woman

Wears adornments … Is. 61:10

Receives presents … Gen. 24:53

Has damsels … Gen. 24:59, 61

Adorned for husband … Rev. 19:7, 8

Husband rejoices … Is. 62:5

Stands near husband … Ps. 45:9

Receives benediction … Ruth 4:11, 12

Must forget father’s house … Ruth 1:8–17

Must be chaste … 2 Cor. 11:2

Figurative of Israel … Ezek. 16:8–14

Figurative of church … Rev. 21:2, 9

Bridegroom—newly wed man

Wears special garments … Is. 61:10

Attended by friends … John 3:29

Rejoices over bride … Is. 62:5

Returns with bride … Matt. 25:1–6

Exempted from military service … Deut. 24:5

Figurative of God … Ezek. 16:8–14

Figurative of Christ … John 3:29

Bridle—a harness

A. Used literally of:

A donkey … Prov. 26:3

B. Used figuratively of:

God’s control … Is. 30:28

Self-control … James 1:26

Imposed control … Ps. 32:9

Briers—thorny shrubs

A. Used literally of:

Thorns … Judg. 8:7, 16

B. Used figuratively of:

Sinful nature … Mic. 7:4

Change of nature … Is. 55:13

Rejection … Is. 5:6

Brimstone—sulphur

Falls upon Sodom … Gen. 19:24

Sent as judgment … Deut. 29:23

State of wicked … Ps. 11:6

Condition of hell … Rev. 14:10

Broiled fish

Eaten by Jesus … Luke 24:42, 43

Broken-handed

Disqualifies for priesthood … Lev. 21:19

Brokenhearted—grieving

Christ’s mission to … Is. 61:1; Luke 4:18

Bronze—an alloy of copper and tin

A. Used for:

Tabernacle vessels … Ex. 38:2–31

Temple vessels … 1 Kin. 7:41–46

Armor … 2 Chr. 12:10

Mirrors … Ex. 38:8; Is. 45:2

B. Workers in:

Tubal-Cain … Gen. 4:22

Huram … 1 Kin. 7:13, 14

C. Figurative of:

Grecian Empire … Dan. 2:39

Obstinate sinners … Is. 48:4

Endurance … Jer. 15:20

God’s decrees … Zech. 6:1

Christ’s glory … Dan. 10:6

Bronze serpent

Made by Moses … Num. 21:8, 9

Occasion of ruin … 2 Kin. 18:4

Brooks—streams

A. Characteristics of:

Numerous … Deut. 8:7

Produce grass … 1 Kin. 18:5

Abound in fish … Is. 19:8

Afford protection … Is. 19:6

B. Names of:

Arnon … Num. 21:14, 15

Besor … 1 Sam. 30:9

Gaash … 2 Sam. 23:30

Cherith … 1 Kin. 17:3, 5

Kidron … 2 Sam. 15:23

Kishon … Ps. 83:9

C. Figurative of:

Wisdom … Prov. 18:4

Prosperity … Job 20:17

Deception … Job 6:15

Refreshment … Ps. 110:7

Desire … Ps. 42:1

Broth—thin, watery soup

Served by Gideon … Judg. 6:19, 20

Figurative of evil … Is. 65:4

Brother, brethren

A. Used naturally of:

Sons of same parents … Gen. 42:4

Common ancestry … Gen. 14:12–16

Same race … Deut. 23:7

Same humanity … Gen. 9:5

B. Used figuratively of:

An ally … Amos 1:9

Christian disciples … Matt. 23:8

A spiritual companion … 1 Cor. 1:1

C. Characteristics of Christian brothers:

One Father … Matt. 23:8, 9

Believe … Luke 8:21

Some weak … 1 Cor. 8:11–13

In need … James 2:15

Of low degree … James 1:9

Disorderly … 2 Thess. 3:6

Evil … James 4:11

Falsely judge … Rom. 14:10–21

Need admonishment … 2 Thess. 3:15

Brotherhood of man

A. Based on common:

Creation … Gen. 1:27, 28 

Blood … Acts 17:26

Brotherhood of man—continued

Needs … Prov. 22:2; Mal. 2:10

B. Disrupted by:

Sin … 1 John 3:12

Satan … John 8:44

Brotherly kindness (love)

A. Toward Christians:

Taught by God … 1 Thess. 4:9

Commanded … Rom. 12:10

Explained … 1 John 4:7–21

Fulfills the law … Rom. 13:8–10

Badge of new birth … John 13:34

A Christian grace … 2 Pet. 1:5–7

Must continue … Heb. 13:1

B. Toward others:

Neighbors … Matt. 22:39

Enemies … Matt. 5:44

Brothers (brethren) of Christ

Four: James, Joses, Simon, Judas (Jude) … Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3

Born after Christ … Matt. 1:25; Luke 2:7

Travel with Mary … Matt. 12:47–50

Disbelieve Christ … John 7:4, 5

Become believers … Acts 1:14

Work for Christ … 1 Cor. 9:5

One (James) becomes prominent … Acts 12:17

Wrote an epistle … James 1:1

Another (Jude) wrote an epistle … Jude

Brothers, Twin

Figurehead on Paul’s ship to Rome, called Castor and Pollux … Acts 28:11

Brought up—reared

Ephraim’s children—by Joseph … Gen. 50:23

Esther—by Mordecai … Esth. 2:5–7, 20

Jesus—at Nazareth … Luke 4:16

Paul—at Gamaliel’s feet … Acts 22:3

Brow

The forehead … Is. 48:4

Top of hill … Luke 4:29

Bruised—injured

A. Used literally of:

Physical injuries … Luke 9:39

B. Used figuratively of:

Evils … Is. 1:6

The Messiah’s pains … Is. 53:5

Satan’s defeat … Gen. 3:15; Rom. 16:20

Bucket—container for water

Figurative of blessing … Num. 24:7

Pictures God’s magnitude … Is. 40:15

Buffet—to strike

Descriptive of Paul … 2 Cor. 12:7

Build—construct or erect

A. Used literally, of:

City … Gen. 4:17

Altar … Gen. 8:20

Tower … Gen. 11:4

House … Gen. 33:17

Sheepfolds … Num. 32:16

Fortifications … Deut. 20:20; Ezek. 4:2

Temple … 1 Kin. 6:1, 14; Ezra 4:1

High place … 1 Kin. 11:7

Walls … Neh. 4:6

Tombs … Matt. 23:29; Luke 11:47

Synagogue … Luke 7:2–5

B. Used figuratively, of:

Obeying Christ … Matt. 7:24–27

Church … Matt. 16:18

Christ’s resurrection … Matt. 26:61; John 2:19–21

Return to legalism … Gal. 2:16–20

Christian unity … Eph. 2:19–22

Spiritual growth … Acts 20:32; Col. 2:7; 1 Pet. 2:5

See Edification

Bukki

1. Danite chief … Num. 34:22

2. A descendant of Aaron … 1 Chr. 6:5, 51

Bukkiah—proved of Yahweh

A Levite musician … 1 Chr. 25:4, 13

Bul—growth

Eighth Hebrew month … 1 Kin. 6:38

Bull—male of any bovine animal

Used in sacrifices … Heb. 9:13

Blood of, insufficient … Heb. 10:4

Symbol of evil men … Ps. 22:12

Symbol of mighty men … Ps. 68:30

Restrictions on … Deut. 15:19, 20

Sacrifices of, inadequate … Ps. 69:30, 31

Blood of, unacceptable … Is. 1:11

Figurative of the Lord’s sacrifice … Is. 34:6, 7

Figurative of strength … Deut. 33:17

Bullock—young bull

Used in sacrifices … Ex. 29:1, 10–14

Figurative of the Lord’s sacrifice … Is. 34:6, 7

Bulrush—a reed

Used in Moses’ ark … Ex. 2:3

Found in river banks … Job 8:11

Figurative of judgment … Is. 9:14

See Papyrus; Rush

Bulwark—defensive wall

Around Jerusalem … Ps. 48:13

Used in wars … Eccl. 9:14

Bunah—intelligence

A descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:25

Bunni—erected

1. A preexilic Levite … Neh. 11:15

2. A postexilic Levite … Neh. 9:4

3. Signer of document … Neh. 10:15

Burden—load

A. Used physically of:

Load, cargo … Neh. 4:17

B. Used figuratively of:

Care … Ps. 55:22

Prophet’s message … Hab. 1:1

Rules, rites … Luke 11:46

Sin … Ps. 38:4

Responsibility … Gal. 6:2, 5

Christ’s law … Matt. 11:30

Burden-bearer

Christ is the believer’s … Ps. 55:22

Burial

A. Features regarding:

Body washed … Acts 9:37

Ointment used … Matt. 26:12

Embalm sometimes … Gen. 50:26

Body wrapped … John 11:44

Placed in coffin … Gen. 50:26

Carried on a bier … Luke 7:14

Mourners attend … John 11:19

Graves provided … Gen. 23:5–20

Tombs erected … Matt. 23:27–29

B. Places of:

Abraham and Sarah … Gen. 25:7–10

Deborah … Gen. 35:8

Rachel … Gen. 35:19, 20

Isaac and Rebekah … Gen. 49:31

Leah … Gen. 49:31

Jacob … Gen. 50:13

Miriam … Num. 20:1

Moses … Deut. 34:5, 6

Aaron … Josh. 10:6

Joshua … Josh. 24:29, 30

Joseph … Josh. 24:32

Eleazar … Josh. 24:33

Gideon … Judg. 8:32

Samson and Manoah … Judg. 16:30, 31

Saul and his sons … 1 Sam. 31:12, 13

David … 1 Kin. 2:10

Joab … 1 Kin. 2:33, 34

Solomon … 1 Kin. 11:43

Rehoboam … 1 Kin. 14:31

Asa … 1 Kin. 15:24

Manasseh … 2 Kin. 21:18

Amon … 2 Kin. 21:23–26

Josiah … 2 Chr. 35:23, 24

Jesus … Luke 23:50–53

Lazarus … John 11:14, 38

Buried alive

Two rebellious families … Num. 16:27–34

Desire of some … Rev. 6:15, 16

Burning bush

God speaks from … Ex. 3:2

Business—one’s work

A. Attitudes toward:

See God’s hand … James 4:13

Be diligent … Prov. 22:29

Be industrious … Rom. 12:8, 11

Be honest … 2 Cor. 8:20–22

Put God’s first … Matt. 6:33, 34

Keep heaven in mind … Matt. 6:19–21

Give portion … Mal. 3:8–12

Avoid anxiety … Luke 12:22–30

Remember the fool … Luke 12:15–21

B. Those diligent in:

Joseph … Gen. 39:11

Moses … Heb. 3:5

Workers in Israel … 2 Chr. 34:11, 12

Daniel … Dan. 6:4

Mordecai … Esth. 10:2, 3

Paul … Acts 20:17–35

Busybodies—meddlers

Young widows may become … 1 Tim. 5:13

Some Christians … 2 Thess. 3:11, 12

Admonitions against … 1 Pet. 4:15

See Slander; Whisperer

Butler—an officer

Imprisonment of Pharaoh’s … Gen. 40:1–13

Same as “cupbearer” … 1 Kin. 10:5

Butter—curdled milk

Set before visitors … Gen. 18:8

Got by churning … Prov. 30:33

Figurative of smooth words … Ps. 55:21

See Curds

Buz—contempt

1. A Gadite … 1 Chr. 5:14

2. An Aramean tribe descending from Nahor … Gen. 22:20, 21

Buzi—descendant of Buz

Father of Ezekiel … Ezek. 1:3

Buzite—belonging to Buz

Of the tribe of Buz … Job 32:2

Buzzard

Unclean bird … Lev. 11:13

Byway—winding or secluded path

Used by travelers … Judg. 5:6

Byword—saying; remark

Predicted as a taunt … Deut. 28:37

Job describes himself … Job 17:6


C

Cabbon—surround

Village of Judah … Josh. 15:40

Cabul—unproductive

1. Town of Asher … Josh. 19:27

2. A district of Galilee offered to Hiram … 1 Kin. 9:12, 13

Solomon placed people in … 2 Chr. 8:2

Caesar—a title of Roman emperors

A. Used in reference to:

1. Augustus Caesar (31 B.C.–A.D. 14) Decree of brings Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem … Luke 2:1

2. Tiberius Caesar (A.D. 14–37) Christ’s ministry dated by … Luke 3:1–23

Tribute paid to … Matt. 22:17–21

Jews side with … John 19:12

3. Claudius Caesar (A.D. 41–54) Famine in time of … Acts 11:28

Banished Jews from Rome … Acts 18:2

4. Nero Caesar (A.D. 54–68) Paul appealed to … Acts 25:8–12

Converts in household of … Phil. 4:22

Paul before … 2 Tim. 4:16–18

Called Augustus … Acts 25:21

B. Represented Roman authority:

Image on coins … Matt. 22:19–21; Mark 12:15, 16; Luke 20:24

Received tax … Matt. 22:19, 21, Mark 12:14, 17; Luke 20:25

Jesus called threat to … Luke 23:2; John 19:12

Pilate’s loyalty to questioned … John 19:12

Chosen over Jesus … John 19:12

Caesarea—pertaining to Caesar

Home of Philip … Acts 8:40; Acts 21:8

Roman capital of Palestine … Acts 12:19; Acts 23:33

Home of Cornelius … Acts 10:1, 24, 25

Peter preached at … Acts 10:34–43

Paul escorted to … Acts 23:23, 33

Paul imprisoned at … Acts 25:4

Paul appealed to Caesar at … Acts 25:8–13

Paul preached here three times … Acts 9:26–30; Acts 18:22; Acts 21:8

Caesarea Philippi

A city in north Palestine; scene of Peter’s great confession … Matt. 16:13–20

Probable place of the Transfiguration … Matt. 17:1–13

Caesar’s household—the imperial staff

Greeted the Philippians … Phil. 4:22

Cage—an enclosure

Judah compared to … Jer. 5:27

Figurative of captivity … Ezek. 19:9

Babylon called … Rev. 18:2

Caiaphas—depression

Son-in-law of Annas; high priest … John 18:13

Makes prophecy … John 11:49–52

Jesus before … John 18:23, 24

Apostles before … Acts 4:1–22

Cain—smith; spear

Adam’s son … Gen. 4:1

Offering rejected … Gen. 4:2–7; Heb. 11:4

Was of the Wicked One … 1 John 3:12

Murders Abel … Gen. 4:8

Becomes a vagabond … Gen. 4:9–15

Builds city … Gen. 4:16, 17

A type of evil … Jude 11

Cainan—fixed

1. A son of Arphaxad … Luke 3:36

2. A son of Enosh … Gen. 5:9–14; 1 Chr. 1:1, 2; Luke 3:37, 38

Cake—a bread

A. Kinds of:

Unleavened … Num. 6:19

Fig … 1 Sam. 30:12

Raisin … 1 Chr. 16:3

Barley … Ezek. 4:12

Of fine flour … Lev. 2:4

Baked with oil … Ex. 29:23; Num. 11:8

B. Used literally of:

Food … 2 Sam. 13:6

Idolatry … Jer. 44:19

Food prepared for Elijah … 1 Kin. 17:13

C. Used figuratively of:

Defeat … Judg. 7:13

Weak religion … Hos. 7:8

Calah

A great city of Assyria built by Nimrod … Gen. 10:11, 12

Calamities—disasters

A. Kinds of:

Personal … Job 6:2

Tribal … Judg. 20:34–48

National … Lam. 1:1–22

Punitive … Num. 16:12–35

Judicial … Deut. 32:35

Worldwide … Luke 21:25–28

Sudden … Prov. 6:15; 1 Thess. 5:3

B. Attitudes toward:

Unrepentance … Prov. 1:24–26

Repentance … Jer. 18:8

Hardness of heart … Ex. 14:8, 17

Bitterness … Ruth 1:20, 21

Defeat … 1 Sam. 4:15–18

Submission … Job 2:9, 10

Prayerfulness … Ps. 141:5

Hopefulness … Ps. 27:1–3

Calamus—the sweet cane

Figurative of love … Song 4:14

Rendered “sweet cane” … Jer. 6:20

Calcol, Chalcol

A son of Zerah … 1 Chr. 2:6

Famous for wisdom … 1 Kin. 4:31

Caldron—a large kettle

A. Used literally of:

Temple vessels … 2 Chr. 35:13

Caldron—continued

B. Used figuratively of:

Safety … Ezek. 11:3, 7, 11

Oppression … Mic. 3:3

Caleb—dog; also bold

1. Son of Jephunneh … Josh. 15:13

Sent as spy … Num. 13:2, 6

Gave good report … Num. 13:27, 30

His life saved … Num. 14:5–12

Told to divide Canaan … Num. 34:17, 19

Entered Canaan … Num. 14:24–38

Eighty-five at end of conquest … Josh. 14:6–13

Given Hebron … Josh. 14:14, 15; Josh. 15:13–16

Gave daughter to Othniel … Judg. 1:12–15

Descendants of … 1 Chr. 4:15

2. Son of Hezron … 1 Chr. 2:18, 42

Caleb Ephrathah

Hezron died at … 1 Chr. 2:24

Calendar—a system of dating

Year divided … 1 Chr. 27:1–15

Determined by moon … Ps. 104:19

See Jewish calendar

Calf—the young of a cow

A. Characteristics of:

Playfulness of … Ps. 29:6

Used for food … Amos 6:4

A delicacy … Luke 15:23, 27

In sacrifice … Lev. 9:2, 3

Redeemed, if firstborn … Num. 18:17

B. Figurative of:

Saints sanctified … Mal. 4:2

Nimbleness … Ezek. 1:7

Calf, Calves of Gold

A. Making of:

Inspired by Moses’ delay … Ex. 32:1–4

Repeated by Jeroboam … 1 Kin. 12:25–28

To represent God … Ex. 32:4, 5

To replace temple worship … 1 Kin. 12:26, 27

Priests appointed for … 1 Kin. 12:31; Ex. 32:6

Sacrifices offered to … 1 Kin. 12:32, 33

B. Sin of:

Immorality … 1 Cor. 10:6–8

Great … Ex. 32:21, 30, 31

An apostasy … Ex. 32:8

Wrathful … Deut. 9:14–20

Brings punishment … Ex. 32:26–29, 35

Repeated by Jeroboam … Hos. 1:1; Hos. 8:5, 6

Call

To:

Name … Gen. 1:5 

Pray … Gen. 4:26

Be in reality … Ex. 31:2; Luke 1:35

Set in office … Is. 22:20

Give privileges … Luke 14:16, 17

Offer salvation … Matt. 9:13

Engage in work … 1 Cor. 7:20

Calling—one’s vocation

Faith and one’s … 1 Cor. 7:20–22

Calling, the Christian

A. Manifested through:

Christ … Matt. 9:13

Holy Spirit … Rev. 22:17

Gospel … 2 Thess. 2:14

B. Described as:

Heavenly … Heb. 3:1

Holy … 2 Tim. 1:9

High … Phil. 3:14

Irrevocable … Rom. 11:29

By grace … Gal. 1:15; 2 Tim. 1:9

According to God’s purpose … 2 Tim. 1:9

C. Goals of:

Fellowship with Christ … 1 Cor. 1:9

Holiness … 1 Thess. 4:7

Liberty … Gal. 5:13

Peace … 1 Cor. 7:15

Glory and virtue … 2 Pet. 1:3

Eternal glory … 2 Thess. 2:14

Eternal life … 1 Tim. 6:12

D. Attitudes toward:

Walk worthy of … Eph. 4:1

Make it sure … 2 Pet. 1:10

Of Gentiles … Eph. 4:17–19

Calneh—fort of Ana

1. Nimrod’s city … Gen. 10:9, 10

2. A city linked with Hamath and Gath … Amos 6:2

Same as Calno … Is. 10:9

Calvary—from the Latin “calvaria” (skull)

Christ was crucified there … Luke 23:33

Same as “Golgotha” in Hebrew … John 19:17

Camel—humpbacked animal

A. Used for:

Riding … Gen. 24:61, 64

Trade … Gen. 37:25

War … Judg. 7:12

Hair of, used for garment worn by John the Baptist … Matt. 3:4

Wealth … Job 42:12

B. Features of:

Docile … Gen. 24:11

Unclean … Lev. 11:4

Adorned … Judg. 8:21, 26

Prize for booty … Job 1:17

Treated well … Gen. 24:31, 32

Illustrative of the impossible … Matt. 19:24

Camon—elevation

Jair was buried there … Judg. 10:5

Camp—to pitch a tent; take residence

A. The Lord’s guidance of, by:

An angel … Ex. 14:19; Ex. 32:34

His presence … Ex. 33:14

A cloud … Ps. 105:39

B. Israel’s:

On leaving Egypt … Ex. 13:20

At Sinai … Ex. 18:5

Orderly … Num. 2:2–34

Tabernacle in center of … Num. 2:17

Exclusion of:Unclean … Deut. 23:10–12

Lepers … Lev. 13:46

Dead … Lev. 10:4, 5

Executions outside … Lev. 24:23

Log kept of … Num. 33:1–49

In battle … Josh. 10:5, 31, 34

C. Spiritual significance of:

Christ’s crucifixion outside … Heb. 13:12, 13

God’s people … Rev. 20:9

Cana of Galilee

A village of upper Galilee; home of Nathanael … John 21:2

Christ’s first miracle at … John 2:1–11

Healing at … John 4:46–54

Canaan—low

1. A son of Ham … Gen. 10:6

Cursed by Noah … Gen. 9:20–25

2. Promised Land … Gen. 12:5

Canaan, land of

A. Specifications regarding:

Boundaries … Gen. 10:19

Fertility … Ex. 3:8, 17

Seven nations … Deut. 7:1

Language … Is. 19:18

B. God’s promises concerning, given to:

Abraham … Gen. 12:1–3

Isaac … Gen. 26:2, 3

Jacob … Gen. 28:10–13

Israel … Ex. 3:8

C. Conquest of:

Announced … Gen. 15:7–21

Preceded by spies … Num. 13:1–33

Delayed by unbelief … Num. 14:1–35

Accomplished by the Lord … Josh. 23:1–16

Done only in part … Judg. 1:21, 27–36

Canaan, names of

Canaan … Gen. 11:31

Land of Hebrews … Gen. 40:15

Philistia … Ex. 15:14

Land of Israel … 1 Sam. 13:19

Immanuel’s land … Is. 8:8

Beulah … Is. 62:4

Glorious … Dan. 8:9

The Lord’s land … Hos. 9:3

Holy land … Zech. 2:12

Land of the Jews … Acts 10:39

Land of promise … Heb. 11:9

Canaanites—original inhabitants of Palestine

A. Described as:

Descendants of Ham … Gen. 10:5, 6

Under a curse … Gen. 9:25, 26

Amorites … Gen. 15:16





Seven nations … Deut. 7:1

Fortified … Num. 13:28

Idolatrous … Deut. 29:17

Defiled … Lev. 18:24–27

B. Destruction of:

Commanded by God … Ex. 23:23, 28–33

Caused by wickedness … Deut. 9:4

In God’s time … Gen. 15:13–16

Done in degrees … Ex. 23:29, 30

C. Commands prohibiting:

Common league with … Deut. 7:1, 2

Intermarriage with … Deut. 7:1, 3

Idolatry of … Ex. 23:24

Customs of … Lev. 18:24–27

Canaanites—of Tyre and Sidon

Woman from that region … Matt. 15:22

Candace—dynastic title of Ethiopian queens

Conversion of eunuch of … Acts 8:27–39

Cane—a tall sedgy grass

Used in sacrifices … Is. 43:24; Jer. 6:20

Used in holy oil … Ex. 30:23

Canneh

Trading city … Ezek. 27:23

Cannibalism—using human flesh as food

Predicted as a judgment … Deut. 28:53–57

Fulfilled in a siege … 2 Kin. 6:28, 29

Capacity—ability to perform

Hindered by sin … Gal. 5:17

Fulfilled in Christ … Phil. 4:13

Capernaum—village of Nahum

A. Scene of Christ’s healing of:

Centurion’s servant … Matt. 8:5–13

Nobleman’s son … John 4:46–54

Peter’s mother-in-law … Matt. 8:14–17

The demoniac … Mark 1:21–28

The paralytic … Matt. 9:1–8

Various diseases … Matt. 8:16, 17

B. Other events connected with:

Jesus’ headquarters … Matt. 4:13–17

Simon Peter’s home … Mark 1:21, 29

Jesus’ sermon on the Bread of Life … John 6:24–71

Other important messages … Mark 9:33–50

Judgment pronounced upon … Matt. 11:23, 24

Caphtor—cup

The place (probably Crete) from which the Philistines came to Palestine … Jer. 47:4

Caphtorim

Those of Caphtor … Deut. 2:23

Descendants of Mizraim … Gen. 10:13, 14

Conquerors of the Avim … Deut. 2:23

Capital punishment—the death penalty

A. Institution of:

By God … Gen. 9:5, 6; Ex. 21:12–17

B. Crimes punished by:

Murder … Gen. 9:5, 6

Adultery … Lev. 20:10

Incest … Lev. 20:11–14

Sodomy … Lev. 20:13

Rape … Deut. 22:25

Witchcraft … Ex. 22:18

Disobedience to parents … Ex. 21:17

Blasphemy … Lev. 24:11–16, 23

False doctrines … Deut. 13:1–10

Capitals—tops of posts or columns

Variegated decorations of … Ex. 36:38

Part of temple … 1 Kin. 7:16, 19, 20

Cappadocia—a province of Asia Minor

Natives of, at Pentecost … Acts 2:1, 9

Christians of, addressed by Peter … 1 Pet. 1:1

Adnah … 2 Chr. 17:14

Capstone

Placed with shouts of “Grace” … Zech. 4:7

Captain—a civil or military officer

Arioch … Dan. 2:15

Potiphar … Gen. 37:36

David as leader … 1 Sam. 22:2

Jehohanan … 2 Chr. 17:15

Temple police head … Luke 22:4

Captain, chief of the temple—priest who kept order

Conspired with Judas … Luke 22:3, 4

Arrested Jesus … Luke 22:52–54

Arrested apostles … Acts 5:24–26

Captive—an enslaved person

A. Good treatment of:

Compassion … Ex. 6:4–8

Kindness … 2 Chr. 28:15

Mercy … 2 Kin. 6:21–23

B. Bad treatment of:

Forced labor … 2 Sam. 12:31

Blinded … Judg. 16:21

Maimed … Judg. 1:6, 7

Ravished … Lam. 5:11–13

Enslaved … 2 Kin. 5:2

Killed … 1 Sam. 15:32, 33

C. Applied figuratively to those:

Under Satan … 2 Tim. 2:26

Under sin … 2 Tim. 3:6

Liberated by Christ … Luke 4:18

Captivity—a state of bondage; enslavement

A. Foretold regarding:

Hebrews in Egypt … Gen. 15:13, 14

Israelites … Deut. 28:36–41

Ten Tribes (Israel) … Amos 7:11

Judah … Is. 39:6

B. Fulfilled:

In Egypt … Ex. 1:11–14

In many captivities … Judg. 2:14–23

In Assyria … 2 Kin. 17:6–24

In Babylon … 2 Kin. 24:11–16

Under Rome … John 19:15

C. Causes of:

Disobedience … Deut. 28:36–68

Idolatry … Amos 5:26, 27

Caravan—a group traveling together

Ishmaelite traders … Gen. 37:25

Jacob’s family … Gen. 46:5, 6

Jacob’s funeral … Gen. 50:7–14

Queen of Sheba … 1 Kin. 10:1, 2

Returnees from exile … Ezra 8:31

Carcas—severe

Eunuch under Ahasuerus … Esth. 1:10

Carcass—a dead body; corpse

A. Used literally of:

Sacrificial animals … Gen. 15:9, 11

Unclean beasts … Lev. 5:2

Lion … Judg. 14:8

Men … Deut. 28:25, 26

Idols … Jer. 16:18

B. Used figuratively of:

Those in hell … Is. 66:24

Idolatrous kings … Ezek. 43:7, 9

Attraction … Matt. 24:28

C. Laws regarding:

Dwelling made unclean by … Num. 19:11–22

Contact with, makes unclean … Lev. 11:39

Food made unclean … Lev. 11:40

Carchemish

Eastern capital of Hittites on the Euphrates … 2 Chr. 35:20

Conquered by Sargon II … Is. 10:9

Josiah wounded here … 2 Chr. 35:20–24

Care, carefulness—wise and provident concern

A. Natural concern for:

Children … Luke 2:44–49

Duties … Luke 10:40

Mate … 1 Cor. 7:32–34

Health … Is. 38:1–22

Life … Mark 4:38

Possessions … Gen. 33:12–17

B. Spiritual concern for:

Duties … Phil. 2:20

Office … 1 Tim. 3:1–8

A minister’s needs … Phil. 4:10–12

The flock of God … John 10:11; 1 Pet. 5:2, 3

Christians … 1 Cor. 12:25

Spiritual things … Acts 18:12–17

Care, divine—God’s concern for His creatures

For the world … Ps. 104:1–10

For animals … Ps. 104:11–30

For pagans … Jon. 4:11

For Christians … Matt. 6:25–34

Nineveh … Zeph. 2:10–15

Careah—made bold

Father of Johanan … 2 Kin. 25:23

Same as Kareah … Jer. 40:8

Carelessness—lack of proper concern

Babylon … Is. 47:1, 8–11

Ethiopians … Ezek. 30:9

Inhabitants of coastlands … Ezek. 39:6

Nineveh … Zeph. 2:15

Carelessness—continued

Women of Jerusalem … Is. 32:9–11

Gallio … Acts 18:12–17

Cares, worldly—overmuch concern for earthly things; anxiety

A. Evils of:

Chokes the Word … Matt. 13:7, 22

Gluts the soul … Luke 21:34

Obstructs the gospel … Luke 14:18–20

Hinders Christ’s work … 2 Tim. 2:4

Manifests unbelief … Matt. 6:25–32

Limits time with the Lord … Luke 10:38–42

B. Antidotes for, God’s:

Protection … Ps. 37:5–11

Provision … Matt. 6:25–34

Promises … Phil. 4:6, 7

Carmel—field, park, garden

1. Rendered as:“Fruitful field” … Is. 10:18

“Plentiful field” … Is. 16:10

“Bountiful country” … Jer. 2:7

2. City of Judah … Josh. 15:55

Site of Saul’s victory … 1 Sam. 15:12

Home of David’s wife … 1 Sam. 27:3

3. A mountain of Palestine … Josh. 19:26

Joshua defeated king there … Josh. 12:22

Scene of Elijah’s triumph … 1 Kin. 18:19–45

Elisha visits … 2 Kin. 2:25

Place of beauty … Song 7:5

Figurative of strength … Jer. 46:18

Barrenness foretold … Amos 1:2

Carmelite, Carmelitess

Nabal … 1 Sam. 30:5; 2 Sam. 2:2

Hezrai … 2 Sam. 23:35

Abigail … 1 Sam. 27:3

Carmi—vinedresser

1. Son of Reuben … Gen. 46:9

2. Father of Achan … Josh. 7:1

Carnal—fleshly, worldly

Used literally of:

Sexual relations … Lev. 19:20

Paul calls himself … Rom. 7:14

Paul calls brethren at Corinth … 1 Cor. 3:1, 3

Carob pod—seedcase of the carob, or locust tree

Rendered “pod”; fed to swine … Luke 15:16

Carpenter—a skilled woodworker

David’s house built by … 2 Sam. 5:11

Temple restored by … 2 Chr. 24:12; Ezra 3:7

Joseph works as … Matt. 13:55

Carpentry tools—implements for the carpentry trade

Ax … Deut. 19:5

Hammer … Jer. 23:29

Line … Zech. 2:1

Nail … Jer. 10:4

Saw … 1 Kin. 7:9

Carpus—fruit

Paul’s friend at Troas … 2 Tim. 4:13

Carriage

A vehicle … Is. 46:1

Carrion vulture

Unclean bird … Lev. 11:18

Carshena—plowman

Prince of Persia … Esth. 1:14

Cart—a wagon

Used in moving … Gen. 45:19, 21

Made of wood … 1 Sam. 6:14

Sometimes covered … Num. 7:3

Drawn by cows … 1 Sam. 6:7

Used in threshing … Is. 28:28

Used for hauling … Amos 2:13

Ark carried by … 2 Sam. 6:3

Figurative of sin … Is. 5:18

Carving—cutting figures in wood or stone; grave

Used in worship … Ex. 31:1–7

Found in homes … 1 Kin. 6:18

Employed by idolaters … Judg. 18:18

Used in the temple … 1 Kin. 6:35

Casiphia—silvery

Home of exiled Levites … Ezra 8:17

Casluhim

A tribe descended from Mizraim … Gen. 10:14

Descendant of Ham … 1 Chr. 1:8, 12

Cassia—amber

An ingredient of holy oil … Ex. 30:24, 25

An article of commerce … Ezek. 27:19

Noted for fragrance … Ps. 45:8

Castaway—worthless; reprobated

The rejected … Matt. 25:30; 2 Pet. 2:4

Caste—divisions of society

Some leaders of low … Judg. 11:1–11

David aware of … 1 Sam. 18:18, 23

Jews and Samaritans observe … John 4:9

Abolished … Acts 10:28–35

Castle—fortress

Used figuratively of:

Offended brother … Prov. 18:19

Castor and Pollux—sons of Jupiter

Gods in Greek and Roman mythology; figurehead on Paul’s ship to Rome … Acts 28:11

Castration—removal of testicles

Disqualified for congregation … Deut. 23:1

Rights restored in new covenant … Is. 56:3–5

Figurative of absolute devotion … Matt. 19:12

Caterpillar—an insect living on vegetation

Works with locust … Is. 33:4

Cattle—animals (collectively)

Created by God … Gen. 1:24 

Adam named … Gen. 2:20 

Entered the ark … Gen. 7:13, 14

Taken as plunder … Josh. 8:2, 27

Belong to God … Ps. 50:10

Nebuchadnezzar eats like … Dan. 4:33

Pastureless … Joel 1:18

Caulkers—sealers

Used on Tyrian vessels … Ezek. 27:9, 27

Caution—provident care; alertness

For safety … Acts 23:10, 16–24

For defense … Neh. 4:12–23

For attack … 1 Sam. 20:1–17

A principle … Prov. 14:15, 16

Neglect of … 1 Sam. 26:4–16

Cave—a cavern

A. Used for:

Habitation … Gen. 19:30

Refuge … 1 Kin. 18:4

Burial … John 11:38

Concealment … 1 Sam. 22:1

Protection … Is. 2:19; Rev. 6:15

B. Mentioned in Scripture:

Machpelah … Gen. 23:9

Makkedah … Josh. 10:16, 17

Adullam … 1 Sam. 22:1

En Gedi … 1 Sam. 24:1, 3

Cedar—an evergreen tree

A. Used in:

Ceremonial cleansing … Lev. 14:4–7

Building temple … 1 Kin. 5:5, 6

Building palaces … 2 Sam. 5:11

Gifts … 1 Chr. 22:4

Making idols … Is. 44:14, 17

B. Figurative of:

Israel’s glory … Num. 24:6

Christ’s glory … Ezek. 17:22, 23

Growth of saints … Ps. 92:12

Mighty nations … Amos 2:9

Arrogant rulers … Is. 2:13

Ceiling—upper surface of a room

Temple’s … 1 Kin. 6:15

Celebrate—to commemorate; observe; keep

Feast of Weeks … Ex. 34:22

Feast of Ingathering … Ex. 34:22

The Sabbath … Lev. 23:32, 41

Passover … 2 Kin. 23:21

Feast of Unleavened Bread … 2 Chr. 30:13

Feast of Tabernacles … Zech. 14:16

Celestial—heavenly

Bodies called … 1 Cor. 15:40

Celibacy—the unmarried state

Useful sometimes … Matt. 19:10, 12

Not for bishops … 1 Tim. 3:2

Requiring, a sign of apostasy … 1 Tim. 4:1–3

Figurative of absolute devotion … Rev. 14:4

Cemetery—a burial place

Bought by Abraham … Gen. 23:15, 16

Pharisees compared to … Matt. 23:27

Man dwelt in … Mark 5:2, 3

A resurrection from … Matt. 27:52

Cenchrea—millet

A harbor of Corinth … Acts 18:18

A church in … Rom. 16:1

Censer—firepan

Used for incense … Num. 16:6, 7, 39

Made of bronze … Num. 16:39

Used in idol worship … Ezek. 8:11

Typical of Christ’s intercession … Rev. 8:3, 5

Censoriousness—a critical spirit

Rebuked by Jesus … Matt. 7:1–5

Diotrephes … 3 John 9, 10

Apostates … Jude 10–16

Census—counting the population

At Sinai … Ex. 38:25, 26

Military … Num. 1:2, 18, 20

In Moab … Num. 26:1–64

By David … 2 Sam. 24:1–9

Provoked by Satan … 1 Chr. 21:1

Completed by Solomon … 2 Chr. 2:17

Of exiles … Ezra 2:1–70

By Rome … Luke 2:1, 2

Centurion—a Roman officer

Servant of, healed … Matt. 8:5–13

Watches crucifixion … Matt. 27:54

Is converted … Acts 10:1–48

Protects Paul … Acts 22:25–28

Takes Paul to Rome … Acts 27:1

Cephas—stone

Name of Peter … John 1:42

Ceremonialism—adherence to forms and rites

Jews guilty of … Is. 1:11–15

Christ condemns … Matt. 15:1–9

Apostles reject … Acts 15:12–28

Sign of apostasy … 1 Tim. 4:1–3

Exhortations against … Col. 2:14–23

Certainties—absolute truths

Sin’s exposure … Num. 32:23

The gospel … Luke 1:4

Jesus’ claims … Acts 1:3

Apostolic testimony … 2 Pet. 1:16–21

Death’s approach … Heb. 9:27

Ultimate judgment … Acts 17:31

Chaff—the husk of threshed grain

Describes the ungodly … Ps. 1:4

Emptiness … Is. 33:11

False doctrine … Jer. 23:28

God’s judgment … Is. 17:13

Punishment … Matt. 3:12

Chain—a series of connected links

A. A badge of office:

On Joseph’s neck … Gen. 41:42

Promised to Daniel … Dan. 5:7

B. An ornament:

Worn by women … Is. 3:20

C. A means of confinement of:

Paul … Eph. 6:20

D. Used figuratively of:

Oppression … Lam. 3:7

Sin’s bondage … Jer. 40:3, 4

Punishment … Jude 6

Satan’s defeat … Rev. 20:1

Chalcedony—from Chalcedon

Variegated stone … Rev. 21:19

Chaldea

Originally, the south portion of Babylonia … Gen. 11:31

Applied later to all Babylonia … Dan. 3:8

Abraham came from … Gen. 11:28, 31

Ezekiel prophesies in … Ezek. 1:3

Chaldeans

Abraham, a native … Gen. 11:31

Ur, a city of … Neh. 9:7

Babylon, “the glory of” … Is. 13:19

Attack Job … Job 1:17

Nebuchadnezzar, king of … 2 Kin. 24:1

God’s agent … Hab. 1:6

Predicted captivity of Jews among … Jer. 25:1–26

Jerusalem defeated by … 2 Kin. 25:1–21

Noted for astrologers … Dan. 2:2, 5, 10

Chalkstone—limestone

Used figuratively … Is. 27:9

Chamber—inner room; enclosed place

A. Used literally of:

Place of idolatry … 2 Kin. 23:12

B. Used figuratively of:

Heavens … Ps. 104:3, 13

Death … Prov. 7:27

Chamberlain—a high official; a eunuch

Blastus, serving Herod … Acts 12:20

See Eunuch

Chameleon—a lizardlike reptile

Unclean … Lev. 11:30

Champion—a mighty one; a winner

Goliath … 1 Sam. 17:23, 51

David … 1 Sam. 17:45–54

Chance, second

Not given to:

Angels … 2 Pet. 2:4

Noah’s world … 2 Pet. 2:5

Esau … Heb. 12:16, 17

Israelites … Num. 14:26–45

Saul … 1 Sam. 16:1, 14

Judas … John 13:26–30

Apostates … Heb. 10:26–31

Those in hell … Luke 16:19–31

Change of garments—gala, festal clothes

A gift … Gen. 45:22

A wager … Judg. 14:12–19

From a king … 2 Kin. 5:5

Character—one’s total personality

A. Traits of:

Described prophetically … Gen. 49:1–28

Indicated before birth … Gen. 25:21–34

Seen in childhood … Prov. 20:11

Fixed in hell … Rev. 22:11, 15

B. Manifested by:

Decisions (Esau) … Gen. 25:29–34

Destiny (Judas) … John 6:70, 71

Desires (Demas) … 2 Tim. 4:10

Deeds (Saul) … 1 Sam. 15:1–35

Character of God’s people

A. Their dedication:

Hear Christ … John 10:3, 4

Follow Christ … John 10:4, 5, 27

Receive Christ … John 1:12

B. Their standing before God:

Blameless … Phil. 2:15

Faithful … Rev. 17:14

Godly … 2 Pet. 2:9

Holy … Col. 3:12

C. Their graces:

Humble … 1 Pet. 5:5

Loving … 1 Thess. 4:9

Humility … Phil. 2:3, 4

Gentle … Matt. 5:5

Merciful … Matt. 5:7

Obedient … Rom. 16:19

Pure … Matt. 5:8

Sincere … 2 Cor. 1:12

Zealous … Titus 2:14

Courteous … 1 Pet. 3:8

Unity of mind … Rom. 15:5–7

Hospitable … 1 Pet. 4:9

Generous … 2 Cor. 8:1–7

Peaceable … Heb. 12:14

Patient … James 5:7, 8

Content … Heb. 13:5

Steadfast … 1 Cor. 15:58

Character of the wicked

A. Their attitude toward God:

Hostile … Rom. 8:7

Denial … Ps. 14:1

Disobedience … Titus 1:16

B. Their spiritual state:

Blindness … 2 Cor. 4:4

Slavery to sin … 2 Pet. 2:14, 19

Deadness … Eph. 2:1

Inability … Rom. 8:8

C. Their works:

Boastful … Ps. 10:3–6

Full of evil … Rom. 1:29–32

Haters of the gospel … John 3:19, 20

Sensual … 2 Pet. 2:12–22

Chariot—a vehicle

A. Used for:

Travel … Gen. 46:29

War … 1 Kin. 20:25

B. Employed by:

Kings … 1 Kin. 22:35

Persons of distinction … Gen. 41:43

God … 2 Kin. 2:11, 12

C. Illustrative of:

Clouds … Ps. 104:3

God’s judgments … Is. 66:15

Angels … 2 Kin. 6:16, 17

Chariot, war machine

A. Used by:

Egyptians … Ex. 14:7

Canaanites … Josh. 17:16

Philistines … 1 Sam. 13:5

Syrians … 2 Sam. 10:18

Assyrians … 2 Kin. 19:20, 23

Jews … 2 Kin. 8:21

B. Numbers employed by:

Pharaoh—600 … Ex. 14:7

Jabin—900 … Judg. 4:3

Philistines—30,000 … 1 Sam. 13:5

Chariot cities

Many in Solomon’s time … 1 Kin. 9:19

Chariot horses

Hamstrung … 1 Chr. 18:4

Chariot of fire

Used in Elijah’s exit from earth … 2 Kin. 2:11

Chariots of the sun—used in sun worship

Destroyed … 2 Kin. 23:11

Charitableness—a generous spirit toward others

Bearing burdens … Gal. 6:2–4

Showing forgiveness … 2 Cor. 2:1–10

Seeking concord … Phil. 4:1–3

Helping the tempted … Gal. 6:1

Encouraging the weak … Rom. 14:1–15

Not finding fault … Matt. 7:1–3

Descriptive of Dorcas … Acts 9:36

Charmers—users of magic

Falsified by God … Ps. 58:4, 5

Chastisement—fatherly correction

A. Sign of:

Sonship … Prov. 3:11, 12

God’s love … Deut. 8:5

B. Design of, to:

Correct … Jer. 24:5, 6

Prevent sin … 2 Cor. 12:7–9

Bless … Ps. 94:12, 13

C. Response to:

Penitence … 2 Chr. 6:24–31

Submission … 2 Cor. 12:7–10

Chastity—sexual purity

A. Manifested in:

Dress … 1 Pet. 3:1–6

Looks … Matt. 5:28, 29

Speech … Eph. 5:4

Intentions … Gen. 39:7–12

B. Aids to:

Shun the unchaste … 1 Cor. 5:11

Consider your sainthood … Eph. 5:3, 4

Dangers of unchastity … Prov. 6:24–35

Let marriage suffice … 1 Cor. 7:1–7

“Keep yourself pure” … 1 Tim. 5:22

C. Examples of:

Job … Job 31:1, 9–12

Joseph … Gen. 39:7–20

Ruth … Ruth 3:10, 11

Boaz … Ruth 3:13, 14

Saints … Rev. 14:4

Cheating—defrauding by deceitful means; depriving

The Lord … Mal. 3:8, 9

One’s soul … Matt. 16:26

The needy … Amos 8:4, 5

Others … 1 Cor. 7:5

See Dishonesty

Chebar—joining

River in Babylonia by which Jewish captives were situated … Ezek. 1:1–3

Site of Ezekiel’s visions … Ezek. 10:15, 20

Chedorlaomer—servant of the god Lagamar

A king of Elam; invaded Canaan … Gen. 14:1–16

Cheek—side of face

Micaiah struck on … 1 Kin. 22:24

Struck on … Job 16:10

Messiah’s plucked … Is. 50:6

Description of:

Beauty … Song 5:13

Patience … Matt. 5:39

Victory … Ps. 3:7

Attack … Mic. 5:1

Cheerfulness—serene joyfulness

A. Caused by:

A merry heart … Prov. 15:13

The Lord’s goodness … Zech. 9:16, 17

The Lord’s presence … Mark 6:54, 55

Victory … John 16:33

Confidence … Acts 24:10

B. Manifested in:

Giving … 2 Cor. 9:7

Christian graces … Rom. 12:8

Times of danger … Acts 27:22–36

Cheese—a dairy product

Used for food … 1 Sam. 17:18

Received by David … 2 Sam. 17:29

Figurative of trials … Job 10:10

Chelal—completeness; perfection

A son of Pahath-Moab … Ezra 10:30

Chelub—basket; bird’s cage

1. A brother of Shuhah … 1 Chr. 4:11

2. Father of Ezri … 1 Chr. 27:26

Chelubai

A son of Hezron … 1 Chr. 2:9

Cheluh—robust

A son of Bani … Ezra 10:35

Chemosh—fire, hearth

The god of the Moabites … Num. 21:29

Children sacrificed to … 2 Kin. 3:26, 27

Solomon builds altars to … 1 Kin. 11:7

Josiah destroys altars of … 2 Kin. 23:13

Chenaanah—feminine form of Canaan

1. A Benjamite … 1 Chr. 7:10

2. Father of Zedekiah … 2 Chr. 18:10

Chenani—contraction of Chenaniah

A reforming Levite … Neh. 9:4

Chenaniah—Yahweh has established

A chief Levite in David’s reign … 1 Chr. 15:22, 27

Chephar Haammoni—village of the Ammonite

A village of Benjamin … Josh. 18:24

Chephirah—village

A city of the Gibeonites … Josh. 9:17

Assigned to Benjamin … Josh. 18:26

Residence of exiles … Ezra 2:25

Cheran—lyre

A Horite, son of Dishon … 1 Chr. 1:41

Cherethites—Cretans in southwest Palestine

Tribes in southwest Canaan … 1 Sam. 30:14

Identified with Philistines … Ezek. 25:16

In David’s bodyguard … 2 Sam. 8:18

Serve Solomon … 1 Kin. 1:37, 38

Cherith—cut; brook

Elijah hid and was sustained there … 1 Kin. 17:3–6

Cherub

A district in Babylonia … Ezra 2:59; Neh. 7:61

Cherubim (plural of cherub)

A. Appearances of:

Fully described … Ezek. 1:5–14

B. Functions of:

Guard … Gen. 3:22–24

Fulfill God’s purposes … Ezek. 10:9–16

Show God’s majesty … 2 Sam. 22:11

C. Images of:

On the mercy seat … Ex. 25:18–22

On the veil … Ex. 26:31

On curtains … Ex. 36:8

In the temple … 1 Kin. 8:6, 7

Chesalon—trust

A town of Judah … Josh. 15:10

Chesed

Fourth son of Nahor … Gen. 22:22

Chesil—a fool

A village of Judah … Josh. 15:30

Probably same as Bethul and Bethuel … Josh. 19:4; 1 Chr. 4:30

Chest—case or box

For offering … 2 Kin. 12:9, 10

For levy fixed by Moses … 2 Chr. 24:8, 9

Used to safeguard valuables … 1 Sam. 6:8–15

Chestnut tree—plane tree

Used by Jacob … Gen. 30:37

In Eden, God’s garden … Ezek. 31:8, 9

Chesulloth—loins or slopes

A border town of Issachar … Josh. 19:18

Chezib—deceitful

Birthplace of Shelah … Gen. 38:5

Same as Azib … Josh. 15:44

Chicken—domestic fowl

Hen and brood … Luke 13:34

Rooster … Luke 22:34

Chicks—the young of a hen

Figurative of Israel … Matt. 23:37

Chiding—to reprove or rebuke

A. Between men:

Jacob with Laban … Gen. 31:36

Israelites with Moses … Ex. 17:2

Ephraimites with Gideon … Judg. 7:24, 25; Judg. 8:1

Paul with Peter … Gal. 2:11, 14

B. By Christ, because of:

Unbelief … Matt. 11:20–24

Spiritual dullness … Matt. 16:8–12

Censoriousness … Mark 10:13–16

Sluggishness … Matt. 26:40

Chidon—a javelin

Where Uzza was struck dead … 1 Chr. 13:9, 10

Called Nachon … 2 Sam. 6:6

Childbearing

Agreeable to God’s command … Gen. 1:28 

Result of marriage … 1 Tim. 5:14

Attended with pain … Gen. 3:16

Productive of joy … John 16:21

Productive of the Messiah … Luke 2:7

Means of salvation … 1 Tim. 2:15

Expressed in symbols … Rev. 12:2, 5

Childhood, characteristics of

Dependence … 1 Thess. 2:7

Immaturity … 1 Cor. 13:11

Foolishness … Prov. 22:15

Unstableness … Eph. 4:14

Humility … Matt. 18:1–5

Need for instruction … Prov. 22:6

Influence on adults … Is. 49:15

Childishness—an immature spirit

Manifested by Saul … 1 Sam. 18:8, 9

Seen in Haman … Esth. 6:6–9

Childlikeness

Requirement of God’s kingdom … Mark 10:15

An element in spiritual growth … 1 Pet. 2:2

A model to be followed … 1 Cor. 14:20

Children, figurative

Disciples of a teacher … Mark 10:24

God’s own … Rom. 8:16, 17

Christians … Eph. 5:8

Devil’s own … 1 John 3:10

Those who show such trait … Matt. 11:16–19

See Sonship of believers

Children, illegitimate

A. Characteristics of:

No inheritance … Gal. 4:30

Not in congregation … Deut. 23:2

Despised … Judg. 11:2

B. Examples of:

Moab and Ammon … Gen. 19:36–38

Sons of Tamar by Judah … Gen. 38:12–30

Jephthah … Judg. 11:1

C. Figurative of:

A mixed race … Zech. 9:6

The unregenerate state … Heb. 12:8

Children, natural

A. Right estimate of:

God’s gifts … Gen. 33:5

God’s heritage … Ps. 127:3–5

Crown of old men … Prov. 17:6

B. Characteristics of:

Imitate parents … 1 Kin. 15:11, 26

Diverse in nature … Gen. 25:27

Playful … Matt. 11:16–19

C. Capacities of:

Glorify God … Matt. 21:15, 16

Come to Christ … Mark 10:13–16

Understand Scripture … 2 Tim. 3:15

Receive the promises … Acts 2:39

Believe … Matt. 18:6

Receive training … Eph. 6:4

Worship in God’s house … 1 Sam. 1:24, 28

D. Parental obligations toward:

Nourishment … 1 Sam. 1:22

Discipline … Eph. 6:4

Instruction … Gal. 4:1, 2

Employment … 1 Sam. 17:15

Inheritance … Luke 12:13, 14

E. Duties of:

Obedience … Eph. 6:1–3

Honor to parents … Heb. 12:9

Respect for age … 1 Pet. 5:5

Care for parents … 1 Tim. 5:4

Obedience to God … Deut. 30:2

Remembering God … Eccl. 12:1

F. Description of ungrateful:

Stubborn … Deut. 21:18–21

Scorners … Prov. 30:17

Robbers … Prov. 28:24

Strikers … Ex. 21:15

Cursers … Lev. 20:9

G. Examples of good:

Isaac … Gen. 22:6–10

Joseph … Gen. 45:9, 10

Jephthah’s daughter … Judg. 11:34–36

Samuel … 1 Sam. 2:26

David … 1 Sam. 17:20

Josiah … 2 Chr. 34:1–3

Esther … Esth. 2:20

Daniel … Dan. 1:1–6

John the Baptist … Luke 1:80

Jesus … Luke 2:51

In the temple … Matt. 21:15, 16

Timothy … 2 Tim. 3:15

H. Examples of bad:

Esau … Gen. 26:34, 35

Job’s haters … Job 19:18

Sons of Eli … 1 Sam. 2:12, 17

Sons of Samuel … 1 Sam. 8:1–3

Absalom … 2 Sam. 15:10

Adonijah … 1 Kin. 1:5, 6

Elisha’s mockers … 2 Kin. 2:22, 23

Adrammelech … 2 Kin. 19:37

I. Acts performed upon:

Naming … Ruth 4:17

Blessing … Luke 1:67, 76–79

Circumcision … Luke 2:21

J. Murder of:

By Pharaoh … Ex. 1:15, 16

By Herod the Great … Matt. 2:16–18

In war … Num. 31:12–17

K. Jesus’ relationship with:

Blessed them … Matt. 19:13–15

Healed them … Matt. 15:22–28

Raised girl from dead … Matt. 9:18, 19, 23–25, Luke 8:49–56

Chileab—restraint of father

A son of David … 2 Sam. 3:3

Also called Daniel … 1 Chr. 3:1

Chilion—wasting away

Elimelech’s son … Ruth 1:2

Orpah’s deceased husband … Ruth 1:4, 5

Boaz redeems his estate … Ruth 4:9

Chilmad

A town or country trading with Tyre … Ezek. 27:23

Chimham—pining

A son of Barzillai … 2 Sam. 19:37–40

Inn bearing his name … Jer. 41:17

Chinnereth, Chinneroth—lyre

1. A city of Naphtali … Deut. 3:17

2. The region of Chinneroth … 1 Kin. 15:20

Same as plain of Gennesaret … Matt. 14:34

3. The Old Testament name for Sea of Galilee … Num. 34:11

Also called Lake of Gennesaret and Sea of Galilee … Matt. 4:18 Luke 5:1

Chios—snow

An island of the Aegean Sea; on Paul’s voyage … Acts 20:15

Chislev

Ninth month of Hebrew year … Neh. 1:1

Chislon—trust, hope

Father of Elidad … Num. 34:21

Chisloth Tabor—the flanks of Tabor

A locality near Mt. Tabor … Josh. 19:12

Probably same as Chesulloth … Josh. 19:18

Chiun—detestable thing

Pagan deity worshiped by Israel … Amos 5:26

Chloe—verdure

Woman of Corinth … 1 Cor. 1:11

Choice, choose

A. Of human things:

Wives … Gen. 6:2

Land … Gen. 13:11

Soldiers … Ex. 17:9

King … 1 Sam. 8:18

Apostles … Luke 6:13

Church officers … Acts 6:5

Missionaries … Acts 15:40

Delegates … Acts 15:22, 25

B. Of God’s choice:

Moses as leader … Num. 16:28

Levites to priesthood … 1 Sam. 2:28

Kings … 1 Sam. 10:24

Jerusalem … Deut. 12:5

Israel as His people … Deut. 7:6–8

Cyrus as deliverer … Is. 45:1–4

The Servant (the Messiah) … Is. 42:1–7

The new Israel (the church) … 1 Pet. 2:9

The weak as God’s own … 1 Cor. 1:27, 28

The elect … Matt. 20:16

C. Kind of:

God and the devil … Gen. 3:1–11 

Life and death … Deut. 30:19, 20

God and idols … Josh. 24:15–28

Obedience and disobedience … 1 Sam. 15:1–35

God and Baal … 1 Kin. 18:21–40

Wisdom and folly … Prov. 8:1–21

Obedience and sin … 2 Pet. 2:4

Christ and the Antichrist … 1 John 2:18, 19

D. Factors determining choice, human:

First choice … Rom. 5:12

Depraved nature … John 3:19–21

Spiritual deadness … Eph. 4:17–19

Blindness … John 9:39–41

Inability … Rom. 8:7, 8

E. Bad choice made by:

Disobeying God … Num. 14:1–45

Putting the flesh first … Gen. 25:29–34

Following a false prophet … Matt. 24:11, 24

Letting the world overcome … Matt. 19:16–22

Rejecting God’s promises … Acts 13:44–48

F. Good choice made by:

Using God’s Word … Ps. 119:9–11

Believing God … Heb. 11:24–27

Obedience … Acts 26:19–23

Prayer … Eph. 1:16–19

Faith … Heb. 11:8–10

Choir—musicians trained to sing together

Appointed by Nehemiah … Neh. 12:31

In house of God … Neh. 12:40

Under instructor … 1 Chr. 15:22, 27

Chorazin

A city denounced for its unbelief … Matt. 11:21

Chozeba

Town of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:22

Christ—the Anointed One

A. Preexistence of:

Affirmed in Old Testament … Ps. 2:7

Confirmed by Christ … John 8:58

Proclaimed by apostles … Col. 1:15–19

B. Birth of:

Predicted … Is. 7:14

Fulfilled … Matt. 1:18–25

In the fullness of time … Gal. 4:4

C. Deity of:

Prophesied … Is. 9:6

Acknowledged by Christ … John 20:28, 29

Acclaimed by witnesses … John 1:1, 14, 18

Affirmed by apostles … Rom. 9:5; Heb. 1:8

D. Attributes of:

All-powerful … Matt. 28:18

All-knowing … Col. 2:3

Ever-present … Matt. 18:20

Eternal … John 1:1, 2, 15

E. Humanity of:

Foretold … Gen. 3:15; 1 Cor. 15:45–47

Took human nature … John 1:14; Heb. 2:9–18

Seed of woman … Gal. 4:4

A son of man … Luke 3:23–38

Of David’s line … Matt. 22:45

A man … 1 Tim. 2:5

Four brothers … Mark 6:3

F. Mission of:

Do God’s will … John 6:38

Save sinners … Luke 19:10

Bring in everlasting righteousness … Dan. 9:24

Destroy Satan’s works … Heb. 2:14; 1 John 3:8

Fulfill the Old Testament … Matt. 5:17

Give life … John 10:10, 28

Abolish ceremonialism … Dan. 9:27

Complete revelation … Heb. 1:1

G. Worship of, by:

Old Testament saints … Josh. 5:13–15

Demons … Mark 5:2, 6

People … John 9:38

Angels … Heb. 1:6

Disciples … Luke 24:52

Saints in glory … Rev. 7:9, 10

All … Phil. 2:10, 11

H. Character of:

Holy … Luke 1:35

Righteous … Is. 53:11

Just … Zech. 9:9

Guileless … 1 Pet. 2:22

Sinless … 2 Cor. 5:21

Spotless … 1 Pet. 1:19

Innocent … Matt. 27:4

Gentle … Matt. 11:29

Merciful … Heb. 2:17

Humble … Phil. 2:8

Forgiving … Luke 23:34

I. Types of:

Adam … Rom. 5:14

Abel … Heb. 12:24

Moses … Deut. 18:15

Passover … 1 Cor. 5:7

Manna … John 6:32

Bronze serpent … John 3:14

J. Other names for:

Adam, the Second … 1 Cor. 15:45–47

Advocate … 1 John 2:1

Alpha and Omega … Rev. 1:8

Amen … Rev. 3:14

Ancient of Days … Dan. 7:9

Angel of His Presence … Is. 63:9

Anointed above His companions … Ps. 45:7

Anointed of the Lord … Ps. 2:2

Apostle of our confession … Heb. 3:1

Arm of the Lord … Is. 51:9, 10

Author and finisher of our faith … Heb. 12:2

Author of eternal salvation … Heb. 5:9

Babe … Luke 2:16

Banner to the People … Is. 11:10

Beginning and end … Rev. 21:6

Beloved … Eph. 1:6

Beloved of God … Matt. 12:18

Beloved Son … Mark 1:11

Branch … Zech. 3:8

Branch of righteousness … Jer. 23:5; Jer. 33:15

Bread … John 6:41

Bread of Life … John 6:35

Bridegroom … John 3:29

Bright morning star … Rev. 22:16

Author of salvation … Heb. 2:10

Carpenter … Mark 6:3

Carpenter’s son … Matt. 13:55

Chief cornerstone … Ps. 118:22; Mark 12:10

Chief Shepherd … 1 Pet. 5:4

Child … Is. 9:6

Child Jesus … Luke 2:27

Chosen of God … 1 Pet. 2:4

Christ, the … John 1:41; Acts 9:22

Christ a King … Luke 23:2

Christ, Jesus … Rom. 8:2

Christ Jesus our Lord … Rom. 8:39

Christ of God, the … Luke 9:20

Christ of God, His Chosen One … Luke 23:35

Christ the Lord … Luke 2:11

Christ, the power of God … 1 Cor. 1:24

Christ, the Son of the Blessed … Mark 14:61

Commander … Is. 55:4

Consolation of Israel … Luke 2:25

Counselor … Is. 9:6

Covenant of the people … Is. 42:6

Dayspring … Luke 1:78

Morning star … 2 Pet. 1:19

Deity … Col. 2:9

Deliverer … Rom. 11:26

Desire of all nations … Hag. 2:7

Diadem … Is. 28:5

Door … John 10:2

Door of the sheepfold … John 10:1

Eternal life … 1 John 5:20

Everlasting Father … Is. 9:6

Faithful and True … Rev. 19:11

Faithful witness … Rev. 1:5

Firmly placed foundation … Is. 28:16

Firstborn … Heb. 1:6

Firstborn from the dead … Col. 1:18

Firstborn of the dead … Rev. 1:5

Firstborn of creation … Col. 1:15

Firstborn among many brethren … Rom. 8:29

Firstfruits … 1 Cor. 15:23

First and last … Rev. 22:13

Forerunner … Heb. 6:20

Foundation laid in Zion … Is. 28:16

Friend of tax collectors and sinners … Luke 7:34

God … John 20:28

God blessed forever … Rom. 9:5

God of Israel … Is. 45:15

God, our Savior … 1 Tim. 2:3

God with us … Matt. 1:23

Good Master … Mark 10:17

Great God … Titus 2:13

Great High Priest … Heb. 4:14

Great Shepherd … Heb. 13:20

Head, even Christ … Eph. 4:15

Head of all … Col. 2:10

Head of every man … 1 Cor. 11:3

Head of the body, the church … Col. 1:18

Head over all things … Eph. 1:22

Heir of all things … Heb. 1:2

High Priest … Heb. 4:14

His beloved Son … Col. 1:13

Holy One … 1 John 2:20

Holy and Just One … Acts 3:14

Holy One of God … Luke 4:34

Holy One of Israel … Is. 37:23

Holy Servant … Acts 4:27

Hope of glory … Col. 1:27

Horn of salvation … Luke 1:69

Husband … 2 Cor. 11:2

I Am … John 8:58

Image of God … 2 Cor. 4:4

Image of the Invisible God … Col. 1:15

Immanuel … Is. 7:14

Jesus … Luke 1:31

Jesus Christ … Rom. 1:3

Jesus Christ our Lord … Rom. 6:23

Jesus Christ our Savior … Titus 3:6

Jesus of Nazareth … Luke 24:19

Jesus, the Son of God … Heb. 4:14

Jesus, the (supposed) son of Joseph … Luke 3:23

Judge of Israel … Mic. 5:1

Judge of the living and the dead … Acts 10:42

Just man … Matt. 27:19

King … John 12:13

King eternal … 1 Tim. 1:17

King of glory … Ps. 24:7

King of Israel … John 12:13

King of kings … 1 Tim. 6:15

King of the Jews … Matt. 27:37

King of Zion … Zech. 9:9

Lamb … Rev. 13:8

Lamb of God … John 1:36

Leader … Is. 55:4

Life … John 14:6

Light … John 1:9

Light of the Gentiles … Acts 13:47

Light of the World … John 9:5

Lily of the valleys … Song 2:1

Lion of the tribe of Judah … Rev. 5:5

Living bread … John 6:51

Living stone … 1 Pet. 2:4

Lord … John 21:7

Lord Christ … Col. 3:24

Lord God Almighty … Rev. 4:8

Lord Jesus … Acts 19:17

Lord Jesus Christ … 2 Thess. 2:1

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ … 2 Pet. 2:20

Lord both of dead and living … Rom. 14:9

Lord of all … Acts 10:36; Rom. 10:12

Lord of glory … 1 Cor. 2:8

Lord of hosts … Is. 54:5

Lord of lords … 1 Tim. 6:15

Lord of Sabbath … Luke 6:5

Lord our righteousness … Jer. 23:6

Lord, your redeemer … Is. 43:14

Majestic Lord … Is. 33:21

Man of Sorrows … Is. 53:3

Mediator … Heb. 12:24

Messenger of the covenant … Mal. 3:1

Messiah … John 4:25, 26

Mighty God … Is. 9:6

Mighty One … Ps. 45:3

Mighty One of Jacob … Is. 60:16

Minister of the circumcision … Rom. 15:8

Minister of the sanctuary … Heb. 8:1, 2

Morning star … Rev. 22:16

Nazarene … Matt. 2:23

Only begotten of the Father … John 1:14

Only begotten Son … John 1:18

Only wise God … 1 Tim. 1:17

Our Passover … 1 Cor. 5:7

Our peace … Eph. 2:14

Physician … Luke 4:23

Power of God … 1 Cor. 1:24

Precious cornerstone … Is. 28:16; 1 Pet. 2:6

Priest … Heb. 5:6

Prince … Acts 5:31

Prince of life … Acts 3:15

Prince of Peace … Is. 9:6

Prophet … Deut. 18:15, 18

Propitiation … Rom. 3:25

Purifier and refiner … Mal. 3:3

Rabbi … John 6:25

Rabboni … John 20:16

Ransom … 1 Tim. 2:6

Redeemer … Is. 59:20

Resurrection and the life … John 11:25

Righteous Judge … 2 Tim. 4:8

Righteous Servant … Is. 53:11

Rock … 1 Cor. 10:4

Rock of offense … Rom. 9:33

Rod from the stem of Jesse … Is. 11:1

Root of David … Rev. 22:16

Root of Jesse … Is. 11:10

Rose of Sharon … Song 2:1

Ruler in Israel … Mic. 5:2; Matt. 2:6

Ruler over the kings of the earth … Rev. 1:5

Salvation … Luke 2:30

Savior … 1 Tim. 4:10

Savior Jesus Christ … 2 Pet. 2:20

Savior, God our … Titus 1:3

Savior of the world … 1 John 4:14

Scepter out of Israel … Num. 24:17

Second Man … 1 Cor. 15:47

Seed of David … John 7:42

Seed of the woman … Gen. 3:15

Shepherd … John 10:11

Shepherd and Overseer of souls … 1 Pet. 2:25

Son of the Blessed … Mark 14:61

Son of David … Matt. 9:27

Son of God … Rom. 1:4

Son of Man … Acts 7:56

Son of Mary … Mark 6:3

Son of the Father … 2 John 3

Son of the Highest … Luke 1:32

Sower … Matt. 13:3, 37

Star out of Jacob … Num. 24:17

Stone … Dan. 2:45

Stone rejected … Luke 20:17

Stone of stumbling … Rom. 9:32, 33

Sun of Righteousness … Mal. 4:2

Teacher from God … John 3:2

Tried stone … Is. 28:16

True vine … John 15:1

Truth … John 14:6

Unspeakable gift … 2 Cor. 9:15

Way … John 14:6

Christ—continued

Wonderful … Is. 9:6

Word … 1 John 1:1

Word of God … Rev. 19:13

Word of Life … 1 John 1:1

Christian attributes

A. Manifested toward God:

Belief … Heb. 11:6

Holiness … Heb. 12:10, 14

Godliness … Titus 2:12

Love … Matt. 22:36, 37

Faith … Mark 11:22

Joy … Phil. 4:4

B. Manifested toward Christ:

Faith … 2 Tim. 1:12

Worship … Phil. 2:4–11

Obedience … 2 Thess. 1:8

Imitation … 1 Cor. 11:1

Fellowship … 1 John 1:3

C. Manifested toward the Holy Spirit:

Walking in … Gal. 5:16

Filled with … Eph. 5:18

Guided by … John 16:13

Praying in … Jude 20

Quench not … 1 Thess. 5:19

Taught by … John 14:26

Living in … Gal. 5:25

Grieve not … Eph. 4:30

D. Manifested in the world:

Chastity … 1 Tim. 5:22

Contentment … Heb. 13:5

Diligence … 1 Thess. 3:7, 8

Forbearance … Eph. 4:2

Honesty … Eph. 4:25

Industry … 1 Thess. 4:11, 12

Love toward enemies … Matt. 5:44

Peacefulness … Rom. 14:17–19

Temperance … 1 Cor. 9:25

Tolerance … Rom. 14:1–23

Zealous for good deeds … Titus 2:14

E. Manifested toward other Christians:

Bearing burdens … Gal. 6:2

Helping the needy … Acts 11:29, 30

Fellowship … Acts 2:42

Brotherly kindness … 1 Pet. 4:7–11

Mutual edification … 1 Thess. 5:11

F. Manifested as signs of faith:

Spiritual growth … 2 Pet. 3:18

Fruitfulness … John 15:1–6

Perseverance … 1 Cor. 15:58

Persecution … 2 Tim. 3:9–12

Obedience … Phil. 2:12

Good works … James 2:14–26

G. Manifested as internal graces:

Kindness … Col. 3:12, 13

Humility … 1 Pet. 5:5, 6

Gentleness … James 3:17, 18

Love … 1 Cor. 13:1–13

Self-control … Gal. 5:23

Peace … Phil. 4:7

Christianity, a way of life

Founded on Christ … 1 Cor. 3:10, 12

Based on doctrines … 1 Cor. 15:1–4

Designed for all … Matt. 28:18–20

Centers in salvation … Acts 4:12

Produces change … 1 Cor. 6:11

Christians—believers in Jesus Christ

A. Bible occurrences of term:

First applied at Antioch … Acts 11:26

Agrippa almost becomes … Acts 26:28

Proof of, by suffering … 1 Pet. 4:16

B. Sometimes referred to as:

Believers … Acts 5:14

Brethren … Rom. 7:1

Brethren, beloved … 1 Thess. 1:4

Brethren, holy … Heb. 3:1

Children … 2 Cor. 6:13

Children of God … Rom. 8:16

Children of light … Eph. 5:8

Dear children … Eph. 5:1

Disciples … Acts 9:25

Elect, the … Rom. 8:33

Friends … John 15:14

Heirs of God and joint heirs with … Rom. 8:17

Light in the Lord … Eph. 5:8

Light of the world … Matt. 5:14

Little children … 1 John 2:1

Members … 1 Cor. 12:18, 25

Pilgrims … 1 Pet. 2:11

Priests … Rev. 1:6

Saints … Rom. 8:27

Salt of the earth … Matt. 5:13

Servants of God … Acts 16:17

Sheep … John 10:27

Soldier … 2 Tim. 2:4

Sons of God … Rom. 8:14

Vessels for honor … 2 Tim. 2:21

Witnesses … Acts 1:8

Christlikeness

Model … 2 Cor. 3:18

Motivation … 2 Cor. 5:14–17

Manifestation … Gal. 5:22, 23

Means … Rom. 8:1–17

Mystery … 1 John 3:2

Chronicles—two books of the Old Testament from Heb. meaning “the words of the days”

Chrysolite—gold stone

In New Jerusalem … Rev. 21:20

Chrysoprase—golden-green stone

In New Jerusalem … Rev. 21:20

Chub

Desolation of, predicted … Ezek. 30:5

Chun—founding

A town of Syria … 1 Chr. 18:8

Called Berothah … Ezek. 47:16

Church—the called-out ones

A. Descriptive of:

Local church … Acts 8:1

Churches generally … Rom. 16:4

Believers gathered … Rom. 16:5

The body of believers … 1 Cor. 12:27, 28

Body of Christ … Eph. 1:22, 23

B. Title applied to:

The bride of Christ … Eph. 5:22–32

The body … Col. 1:18

One body … 1 Cor. 12:18–24

Body of Christ … Eph. 4:12

The church … Eph. 3:21

Church of the firstborn … Heb. 12:23

Church of God … 1 Cor. 1:2

Church of the living God … 1 Tim. 3:15

Churches of Christ … Rom. 16:16

Church of the Gentiles … Rom. 16:4

City of God … Heb. 12:22

Flock … Acts 20:28

Flock of God … 1 Pet. 5:2

God’s building … 1 Cor. 3:9

God’s field … 1 Cor. 3:9

Habitation of God … Eph. 2:22

Household of God … Eph. 2:19

Israel of God … Gal. 6:16

Jerusalem … Gal. 4:24–26

Kingdom … Heb. 12:28

Kingdom of the Son of His love … Col. 1:13

Lamb’s wife … Rev. 19:7

Mt. Zion … Heb. 12:22

People of God … 1 Pet. 2:10

Spiritual house … 1 Pet. 2:5

Temple of God … 1 Cor. 3:16

C. Relation to Christ:

Saved by … Eph. 5:25–29

Purchased by … Acts 20:28

Sanctified by … Eph. 5:26, 27

Founded on … Eph. 2:19, 20

Built by … Matt. 16:18

Loved by … Eph. 5:25

Subject to … Rom. 7:4

D. Members of:

Added by faith … Acts 2:41

Added by the Lord … Acts 2:47

Baptized by one Spirit … 1 Cor. 12:13

Edified by each other … Eph. 4:15, 16

Persecuted … Acts 8:1–3

Disciplined … Matt. 18:15–17

Worship … Acts 20:7

Fellowship together … Acts 2:42–46

Urged to attend … Heb. 10:25

Subject to pastoral oversight … 1 Pet. 5:1–3

Unified in Christ … Gal. 3:28

E. Organization of:

Under bishops … 1 Tim. 3:1–7

Function of deacons … Acts 6:3–6

Place of evangelists … Eph. 4:11

Official assemblies … Acts 15:1–31

Function of the presbytery … 1 Tim. 4:14

F. Mission of:

Evangelize the world … Matt. 28:18–20

Guard the truth … 2 Tim. 2:1, 2

Edify the saints … Eph. 4:11–16

Discipline unruly … 2 Cor. 13:1–10

G. Local, examples of:

Antioch … Acts 11:26

Asia … 1 Cor. 16:19; Rev. 1:11

Babylon … 1 Pet. 5:13

Caesarea … Acts 18:22

Cenchrea … Rom. 16:1

Colosse … Col. 1:2

Corinth … 1 Cor. 1:2

Ephesus … Acts 20:17

Galatia … Gal. 1:2

Jerusalem … Acts 8:1

Judea … Gal. 1:22

Laodicea … Col. 4:15

Macedonia … 2 Cor. 8:1

Pergamos … Rev. 2:12

Philadelphia … Rev. 3:7

Philippi … Phil. 1:1

Rome … Rom. 1:7

Sardis … Rev. 3:1

Smyrna … Rev. 2:8

Thyatira … Rev. 2:18

Thessalonica … 1 Thess. 1:1

Church sleeper

Falls from window during Paul’s sermon … Acts 20:7–12

Chuza

Herod’s steward … Luke 8:3

Cilicia—a province of Asia Minor

Paul’s country … Acts 21:39

Students from, argued with Stephen … Acts 6:9

Paul labors in … Gal. 1:21

Cinnamon—a laurel-like spicy plant

Used in holy oil … Ex. 30:23

A perfume … Prov. 7:17

In Babylon’s trade … Rev. 18:13

Figurative of a lover … Song 4:12, 14

Circle—a curved line equally distant from a common center

Used of the earth … Is. 40:22

Circuit—circle, regular course

Judge’s itinerary … 1 Sam. 7:16

Sun’s orbit … Ps. 19:6

Circumcision—a cutting

A. The physical rite:

Instituted by God … Gen. 17:9–14

A seal of righteousness … Rom. 2:25–29

Performed on the eighth day … Luke 1:59

Child named when performed … Luke 1:59, 60

Allowed right to Passover … Ex. 12:48

Neglect of, punished … Ex. 4:24, 25

Neglected during wilderness journey … Josh. 5:7

A sign of covenant relation … Rom. 4:11

B. Necessity of:

Asserted in old dispensation … Gen. 17:9–14

Abolished by the gospel … Gal. 5:1–4; Eph. 2:11, 15

Avails nothing … Gal. 5:6; Col. 3:10, 11

Avowed by false teachers … Acts 15:1

Acclaimed a yoke … Acts 15:10

Abrogated by apostles … Acts 15:5–29; 1 Cor. 7:18, 19

C. Spiritual significance of:

Regeneration … Deut. 10:16; Deut. 30:6; Jer. 4:4

The true Jew (Christian) … Rom. 2:29

The Christian … Phil. 3:3; Col. 2:11

Circumstances

A. Relationship to Christian:

Work for good … Rom. 8:28

Produce perseverance … Rom. 5:3

Not cause for anxiety … Phil. 4:6

Test and purify … 1 Pet. 1:5–7

To be met with thanksgiving … Eph. 5:20; Phil. 4:6

Can be overcome … Phil. 4:11–13

B. Examples, victory over:

Moses … Ex. 14:10–31

Joshua … Josh. 6:8–21

Shamgar … Judg. 3:31

Gideon … Judg. 7:19–23

Hannah … 1 Sam. 1:9–20

David … 1 Sam. 17:40–51

Widow of Zarephath … 1 Kin. 17:8–16

Hezekiah … 2 Kin. 20:1–11

Peter … Acts 12:5–17

Paul … Acts 14:19, 20; Acts 16:19–26

Cistern—an underground reservoir for water

A. Literal uses of:

Water … 2 Kin. 18:31

Imprisonment (when empty) … Jer. 38:6

B. Figurative uses of:

Wife … Prov. 5:15

False religion … Jer. 2:13

C. Kinds of:

Family cisterns … Is. 36:16

Cities—organized population centers

A. Features regarding:

Walled … Lev. 25:29–31; Deut. 3:5

Earliest … Gen. 4:17

Often built on hills … Matt. 5:14

Gates guarded … Acts 9:24

Guard posted … 2 Kin. 7:10; Neh. 13:19

Difficult to attack … Prov. 16:32

Business at gate … Gen. 23:10, 11; Ruth 4:1–11

B. Descriptions of:

Sodom—wicked … Gen. 13:13

Jerusalem—like Sodom … Is. 1:1, 10

Nineveh—repentant … Jon. 3:5–10

Capernaum—arrogant … Matt. 11:23

Athens—idolatrous … Acts 17:16

Cities, Levitical

Forty-eight … Num. 35:7

Six designed for refuge … Deut. 19:1–13

Cities of refuge

Given to Levites … Num. 35:6

For the manslayer … Num. 35:11

Cities of the mountains

Avoided by Israel … Deut. 2:37

Cities of the plain

Admah … Gen. 14:8

Bela … Gen. 14:2

Gomorrah … Gen. 19:28; Jude 7

Sodom … Gen. 19:28, 29

Zeboiim … Gen. 14:8

Dibon, Bamoth Baal, Beth Baal Meon … Josh. 13:17

Cities of the lowland

Restored … Jer. 32:44

Citizen, citizenship

A. Kinds of:

Hebrew … Eph. 2:12

Roman … Acts 22:25–28

Spiritual … Eph. 2:19, 20; Phil. 3:20

Christian (see below)

B. Duties of Christian citizens:

Be subject to rulers … Rom. 13:1–7

Pray for rulers … 1 Tim. 2:1, 2

Honor rulers … 1 Pet. 2:17

Seek peace … Jer. 29:7

Pay taxes … Matt. 22:21

Obey God first … Acts 5:27–29

Love one’s nation … Neh. 2:3

Live righteously … 1 Pet. 3:8–17

Citron—a fragrant wood from the sandarac tree

Wood of, used for furniture … Rev. 18:12

City builder

Cain builds first … Gen. 4:17

Woe to, who uses bloodshed … Hab. 2:12

City clerk—a keeper of court records

Appeases the people … Acts 19:35

City, Holy

Applied to Jerusalem … Dan. 9:24; Rev. 11:2

Prophecy concerning … Joel 3:17

Clothed with beautiful garments … Is. 52:1

New Jerusalem … Rev. 21:2

City of David

Applied to the stronghold of Zion … 1 Chr. 11:5

Taken by David from Jebusites … 1 Chr. 11:4–8

Ark brought to … 1 Chr. 15:1–29

Bethlehem called … Luke 2:4

City of destruction

Prophecy concerning an Egyptian city … Is. 19:18

City of God

Prophetic description of Zion … Ps. 48:1–14

Dwelling place of God … Ps. 46:4, 5

Sought by the saints … Heb. 11:9, 10, 16

Descriptive of the heavenly Jerusalem … Rev. 21:2

City of Moab

Where Balak met Balaam … Num. 22:36

City of palm trees—Jericho

Seen by Moses … Deut. 34:1–3

Occupied by Kenites … Judg. 1:16

Captured by Eglon … Judg. 3:12–14

City of Salt

Near the Dead Sea … Josh. 15:62

Civil

1. Righteousness:

Principle of … Prov. 14:34

Precepts of … Zech. 8:16, 17

Practice of … Mic. 4:2

Perversion of … Mic. 7:1–4

2. Service:

A. Characteristics of:

Loyalty … Neh. 2:3

Industry … Gen. 41:37–57

Esteem … Esth. 10:3

B. Examples of:

Joseph … Gen. 39:1–6

Daniel … Dan. 1:17–21

Mordecai … Esth. 8:1, 2, 9

Nehemiah … Neh. 2:1–8

3. Authority:

Obedience to commanded … Eccl. 8:2–7; Rom. 13:1–7

Submit for Christ’s sake … 1 Pet. 2:13–15

Civility—good breeding; courtesy

Shown by Joseph … Gen. 47:1–10

Taught by Christ … Luke 14:8–10

Shown by Timothy … Phil. 2:19–23

Shown by Gaius … 3 John 1–6

Class distinction

Egyptians—against Hebrews … Gen. 43:32

Haman—against Hebrews … Esth. 3:8, 9

Jews—against Samaritans … John 4:9

Jews—against Gentiles … Acts 22:21, 22

Forbidden … Ex. 12:48, 49

Clauda—lamentable

Small island southeast of Crete … Acts 27:16

Claudia

Disciple at Rome … 2 Tim. 4:21

Claudius Lysias

Roman commander who protected Paul … Acts 23:24–30; Acts 24:22–24 26

Clay—firm, plastic earth

A. Uses of:

Making bricks … 2 Sam. 12:31

Making pottery … Is. 41:25

Sealing … Job 38:14

Miracle … John 9:6, 15

B. Figurative of:

Man’s weakness … Is. 64:8

Unstable kingdom … Dan. 2:33–35, 42

Trouble … Ps. 40:2

Clean—pure, innocent

A. Used physically:

Outward purity … Matt. 23:26

B. Used ceremonially of:

Clean animals … Gen. 7:2

Freedom from defilement … Luke 5:14, 15

C. Used spiritually of:

Human nature … Job 9:30, 31

Repentance … Gen. 35:2; James 4:8

Regeneration … Ezek. 36:25

Sanctification … Ps. 24:4

Glorification … Rev. 19:8, 14

Cleanliness

Required of priests … Is. 52:11

Acceptability of worship … Heb. 10:22

Inner, better than outward … Matt. 23:25–28

Cleansing, spiritual

Promise of … Jer. 33:8

Need of … Ps. 51:2

Extent of … Ps. 19:12

Command regarding … 2 Cor. 7:1

Means of … 1 John 1:7, 9

Perfection of … Eph. 5:25, 26

Cleanthes—Stoic teacher not mentioned by name in the Bible

Quoted by Paul … Acts 17:28

Clement—mild, merciful

Paul’s companions … Phil. 4:3

Cleopas—of a renowned father

Christ appeared to … Luke 24:18

Climate—temperature and weather conditions

A. Elements of:

Cold … Job 37:9; Acts 28:2

Clouds … Job 35:5

Thirsty ground … Deut. 8:15

Heat … Is. 49:10

Rain … Ezra 10:13

Snow … 1 Chr. 11:22

Sunshine … Ex. 16:21

Wind … Matt. 14:24

B. Order of:

Promised … Gen. 8:22

Controlled by God … Job 37:5–13

Used in judgment … Jer. 50:38; Hag. 1:9–11

Tool of correction … Jon. 1:3, 4

Shows deity of Christ … Mark 4:37–39

Cloak—outer garment

A. Used literally of:

Outer garment … Matt. 5:40

B. Used figuratively of:

Covering for sin … 1 Thess. 2:5

Covering for vice … 1 Pet. 2:16

Clopas—of a renowned father

Husband of Mary … John 19:25

Called Alphaeus … Matt. 10:3

Closet

A place of prayer … Matt. 6:6

Clothing—garments

A. Need of:

Cover nakedness … Gen. 3:10, 11

Maintain modesty … 1 Pet. 3:1–5

Keep warm … 2 Tim. 4:13

Remove anguish … Esth. 4:3, 4

B. Unusual features regarding:

Lasted forty years … Deut. 8:4

Torn into twelve pieces … 1 Kin. 11:29, 30

Obtained from enemies … Ex. 12:35

Some stripped of … Luke 10:30

C. Regulations concerning:

Wearing opposite sex’s, forbidden … Deut. 22:5

Gaudy, denounced … Is. 3:16–24

Ostentatious, prohibited … 1 Tim. 2:9

Warnings concerning … Matt. 7:15

Judgments by, deceptive … Luke 16:19–23

Proper sign of sanity … Mark 5:15

Clothing, tearing of—symbolic expression of grief

By Reuben … Gen. 37:29, 34

By Joshua … Josh. 7:6

By Tamar … 2 Sam. 13:19

By Job … Job 1:20

By Ezra … Ezra 9:3

By high priest … Mark 14:63

By Paul and Barnabas … Acts 14:14

Forbidden to Aaron … Lev. 10:6

Cloud—a visible mass of vapor

A. Miraculous uses of:

Israel’s guidance … Ex. 13:21, 22

Manifesting the divine glory … Ex. 16:10

Manifesting the divine presence … 2 Chr. 5:13

Jesus’ transfiguration … Luke 9:34, 35

Jesus’ ascension … Acts 1:9–11

Jesus’ return … Matt. 24:30

B. Figurative of:

God’s unsearchableness … Ps. 97:2

Sins … Is. 44:22

Witnesses … Heb. 12:1

False teachers … 2 Pet. 2:17

Baptism … 1 Cor. 10:1, 2

Boasting … Prov. 25:14

Cloudburst—a sudden downpour of rain

Sent as a punishment … Ezra 10:9–14

Cloud, pillar of

A. Designed to:

Regulate Israel’s movements … Ex. 40:36, 37

Guide Israel … Ex. 13:21

Defend Israel … Ex. 14:19, 20

Cover the tabernacle … Ex. 40:34

B. Special manifestations of, at:

Time of murmuring … Ex. 16:9, 10

Giving of Law … Ex. 19:9, 16

Rebellion of Aaron and Miriam … Num. 12:1–9

Korah’s rebellion … Num. 16:19–21, 42

Clusters—bunches

Kinds of:

Grapes … Num. 13:23

Henna blossoms … Song 1:14

Raisins … 1 Sam. 25:18

Cnidus—age

City of Asia Minor on Paul’s voyage … Acts 27:7

Coal—charcoal

A. Uses of:

Heating … John 18:18

Cooking … John 21:9

By smiths … Is. 44:11, 12

B. Figurative of:

Lust … Prov. 6:25–28

Purification … Is. 6:6, 7

Good deeds … Rom. 12:20

Posterity … 2 Sam. 14:7

Coat of mail

Worn by priests … Ex. 28:32; Ex. 39:23

Cobra—venomous snake

Figurative of evil deeds … Is. 11:8

Figurative of man’s evil nature … Deut. 32:33

Coffin—a boxlike container for a corpse

In Joseph’s burial … Gen. 50:26

Jesus touched … Luke 7:14

Coins—metal mediums of exchange

Bekah ( 1/2 shekel) … Ex. 38:26

Copper … Matt. 10:9; Matt. 10:29

Daric … 1 Chr. 29:7

Denarius … Matt. 20:2

Drachma … Ezra 2:69

Gerah … Ex. 30:13

Mina … Ezek. 45:12

Mite … Mark 12:42

Penny … Matt. 5:26

Shekels of gold … 2 Kin. 5:5

Piece of money … Matt. 17:27

Piece of silver … Matt. 26:15

Cold—absence of heat

A. Used literally of:

Winter … Gen. 8:22

Cold weather … John 18:18

B. Used figuratively of:

God’s power … Ps. 147:17

Indolence … Prov. 20:4

Good news … Prov. 25:25

Apostasy … Jer. 18:14

Spiritual decay … Matt. 24:12

Col-Hozeh—all-seeing

A man of Judah … Neh. 3:15; Neh. 11:5

Collaborators

Delilah … Judg. 16:4–21

Doeg … 1 Sam. 21:7; 1 Sam. 22:7–23

Judas … Matt. 26:14–16

Collection box

For temple offerings … 2 Kin. 12:9

Collection of money

The temple tax … 2 Chr. 24:6, 9

For saints … Rom. 15:25, 26

Colony—citizens transported to another land

A. Illustrated by:

Israel in Egypt … Gen. 46:26–28

Israel in Assyria … 2 Kin. 17:6, 24

Judah in Babylon … 2 Kin. 25:8–12

B. Applied to:

Philippi as a Roman colony … Acts 16:12

Philippian Christians … Phil. 3:20

Colors

A. White, descriptive of:

Glory and majesty … Dan. 7:9; Rev. 20:11

Purity, glory … Rev. 1:14

Victory … Rev. 6:2

Completion … John 4:35

B. Black, descriptive of:

Sorrow, calamity … Rev. 6–12

Hell … Jude 13

C. Green, descriptive of:

Spiritual privileges … Jer. 11:16

Spiritual life … Ps. 52:8; Ps. 92:12–15

D. Red (crimson), descriptive of:

Atonement … Is. 63:2

Military might … Nah. 2:3

Persecution … Rev. 12:3

Drunkenness … Prov. 23:29

Sinfulness … Is. 1:18

E. Purple, descriptive of:

Royalty … Judg. 8:26

Wealth … Luke 16:19

Luxury … Rev. 17:4

F. Blue, descriptive of:

Heavenly character … Ex. 28:31

Colosse—punishment

A city in Asia Minor … Col. 1:2

Evangelized by Epaphras … Col. 1:7

Not visited by Paul … Col. 2:1

Paul writes against errors of … Col. 2:16–23

Colossians, the epistle to the

Written by Paul … Col. 1:1

Colt—young beast of burden

Descriptive of Messiah … Gen. 49:10, 11

Christ rides on … Matt. 21:2, 5, 7

Of camel, as gift … Gen. 32:13, 15

Come—to approach; arrive

Of invitation … Is. 1:18

Of salvation … Matt. 18:11

Of rest … Matt. 11:28

Of promise … John 14:3

Of prayer … Heb. 4:16

The final … Rev. 22:17, 20

Comfort—to relieve distress; to console

A. Sources of:

God … 2 Cor. 1:3, 4

Christ … Matt. 9:22

Holy Spirit … Acts 9:29–31

The Scriptures … Rom. 15:4

Christian friends … 2 Cor. 7:6

B. Those in need of:

Afflicted … Is. 40:1, 2

Sorrowful … 2 Cor. 2:6, 7

Weak … 1 Thess. 5:14

Discouraged … 2 Cor. 2:6, 7

Troubled … 2 Cor. 7:5–7

One another … 1 Thess. 4:18

Coming of Christ (see Second Coming of Christ)

Commander—a leading official

A. Names of:

Phichol … Gen. 21:32

Sisera … Judg. 4:7

Saul … 1 Sam. 9:15, 16

Abner … 1 Sam. 17:55

Shobach … 2 Sam. 10:16

Joab … 2 Sam. 24:2

Amasa … 1 Kin. 2:32

Zimri … 1 Kin. 16:9

Omri … 1 Kin. 16:16

Shophach … 1 Chr. 19:16

Rehum … Ezra 4:8

Lysias … Acts 24:7

B. Applied spiritually to:

Angel of the Lord … Josh. 5:14

Commandment—a rule imposed by authority

A. God’s, described as:

Faithful … Ps. 119:86

Broad … Ps. 119:96

A lamp … Prov. 6:23

Holy … Rom. 7:12

Not burdensome … 1 John 5:3

B. Christ’s, described as:

New … John 13:34

Obligatory … Matt. 5:19, 20

Promissory … John 15:10, 12

Eternal life … John 12:49, 50

Commandment, the new

Given by Christ … John 13:34, 35

Based on old … 1 John 2:7–11; 2 John 5

Fulfills the Law … Matt. 22:34–40

Commandments, divine

Sought by men … Phil. 3:6–15

Not material … Rom. 14:1–23

Lives an epistle of … 2 Cor. 3:1–3

Revealed at judgment … Matt. 25:20, 21

Commandments, the Ten

Divine origin … Ex. 20:1

Written by God … Ex. 32:16

Described … Ex. 20:3–17

Christ sums up … Matt. 22:35–40

Spiritual nature … Matt. 5:27, 28

Love fulfills … Rom. 13:8–10

Commerce—trade on a large scale

A. Engaged in:

Locally … Prov. 31:14–18

Nationally … 2 Chr. 9:21

Internationally … Rev. 18:10–24

B. Abuses of:

Sabbath trading … Neh. 13:15–22

Temple business … John 2:13–16

Ignoring the Lord … James 4:13–17

Pride … Ezek. 28:2–18

Commission—special assignment

A. Kinds of:

Christ’s—to humankind … John 3:16–18

Israel’s—to the Gentiles … Acts 13:45–47

The church’s—to the world … Matt. 28:19, 20

B. Requirements of:

Faithfulness … 2 Tim. 4:1–8

Diligence … Rom. 15:15–32

Willingness … 1 Sam. 3:9, 10

Common—public; general

Normal, natural … 1 Cor. 10:13

Ceremonially unclean … Acts 10:14

Ordinary people … Jer. 26:23

Shared togetherness … Acts 2:44

Things believed alike … Titus 1:4

Common people

Burial place of … Jer. 26:23

Commonwealth—a nation

Descriptive of Israel … Eph. 2:12

Communion of the Lord’s Supper (see Lord’s Supper)

Communion of the saints (see Fellowship)

Communion with Christ

A. Based on:

Redemption … Heb. 2:10–13

Regeneration … 1 Cor. 6:14–17

Resurrection (spiritual) … Col. 3:1–3

B. Identifies Christians, in:

Name … 1 Pet. 4:12–16

Character … John 14:23

Hope … 1 John 3:1–3

Communion with God

A. Prerequisites of:

Reconciliation … 2 Cor. 5:18, 19

Acceptance of Christ … John 14:6

Obedience … John 14:23

Holiness … 2 Cor. 6:14–18

B. Saints:

Desire such … Heb. 11:10

Seek it through prayer … Matt. 6:6–15

Realized fully in eternity … Rev. 7:13–17

Communism, Christian

A. Supposedly found in:

Early church … Acts 2:44, 45

B. Differs from modern Communism:

In being voluntary … Acts 5:4

Confined to Christians … Acts 4:32

Not under government control … Acts 4:34–37

Companion—a fellow worker

Wife … Mal. 2:14

Companion in tribulation … Rev. 1:9

Coworker … Ezra 4:7, 9, 11

Fellow fool … Prov. 13:20

Fellow believer … Ps. 119:63

Fellow worker … Phil. 2:23, 25

Companions, evil

A. Cause:

Rebellion … Num. 16:1–50

Idolatry … Ex. 32:1–8

Violence, death … Acts 23:12–22

Persecution … Acts 17:5–9

B. Warnings against:

Do not consent with them … Prov. 1:10–19

Avoid them … 1 Cor. 5:9–11

Remember their end … Rev. 22:11, 14, 15

Comparison—likeness; similarity

A. Worthy comparisons, between:

God’s holiness and human sinfulness … Is. 46:12, 13; Is. 55:6–9

Christ’s glory and humiliation … Phil. 2:5–11

Israel’s call and responsibility … Rom. 2:17–29

Faith and unbelief … Matt. 12:41, 42

Former and present unbelief … Matt. 11:20–24

Old and new covenants … 2 Cor. 3:6–18

The believer’s status now and hereafter … 1 John 3:1–3

B. Unworthy comparisons, based on:

Position … Num. 16:3

Privileges … 1 Cor. 3:1–9

Wealth … James 2:1–9

Compassion—suffering with another, mercy

A. God’s, described as:





Overabundant … Ps. 86:13, 15

New every morning … Lam. 3:22, 23

Great … Is. 54:7

Kindled … Hos. 11:8

B. God’s, expressed:

Fully … Ps. 78:38

Sovereignly … Rom. 9:15

Unfailingly … Lam. 3:22

Willingly … Luke 15:18–20

C. Christ’s, expressed toward the:

Weary … Matt. 11:28–30

Tempted … Heb. 2:17, 18

Helpless … Mark 9:20–22

Sorrowful … Luke 7:13, 14

Multitude … Matt. 15:32

Sick … Matt. 20:34; Mark 1:41

D. Examples of:

David in sorrow … Ps. 51:1–12

God to Israel … Hos. 11:8

Christ to sinners … Matt. 9:12, 13

E. Christian’s:

Commanded … Zech. 7:9; Col. 3:12; Jude 22

Expressed … 1 Pet. 3:8; Heb. 10:34

Illustrated … Luke 10:30, 33

Unified … Phil. 2:1, 2

Complete—to finish

Used of:

Purification rites … Esth. 2:12

Priestly ministry … Luke 1:23

Time of pregnancy … Luke 2:6

Complicity—partnership in wrongdoing

In Adam’s sin … Rom. 5:12

In the sins of others … Ps. 50:18

In national guilt … Matt. 27:24–26

Composure—calmness; tranquility; self-possession

Before enemies … Neh. 4:1–23

Under great strain … Acts 27:21–26

Facing death … Acts 7:59, 60

Lack of … Dan. 6:18–20

Compromise—agreement by concession

A. Forbidden with:

Ungodly … Ps. 1:1

Evil … Rom. 12:9

Unbelievers … 2 Cor. 6:14–18

False teachers … Gal. 1:8–10; 2 John 7–11

Spiritual darkness … Eph. 5:11

B. Examples:

Lot … Gen. 13:12, 13; Gen. 19:1–29

Samson … Judg. 16:1–21

Solomon … 1 Kin. 11:1–14

Asa … 2 Chr. 16:1–9

Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 18:1–3; 2 Chr. 19:1, 2; 2 Chr. 20:35–37

Concealment—keeping something secret

Of sin, impossible … Is. 29:15

Of intrigue, exposed … Esth. 2:21–23

Of intentions, revealed … Acts 23:12–22

Conceit—self-flattery

A. Of persons:

Goliath … 1 Sam. 17:42–44

Haman … Esth. 6:6–9

The wicked … Prov. 6:12–17

Christians, deplored … Rom. 12:16

B. Characteristic of:

False teachers … 1 Tim. 6:3, 4

New convert … 1 Tim. 3:6

Conceited—a self-righteous spirit; haughty

Christians warned against … Rom. 11:20

Rich tempted to … 1 Tim. 6:17

To prevail in last days … 2 Tim. 3:1–5

Conception of children

In marriage … Gen. 21:1–3

In adultery … 2 Sam. 11:2–5

In virginity … Matt. 1:18–21

Conclude—to finish

The main issue … Eccl. 12:13

Concubine—a “wife” who is not legally a wife

A. Features regarding:

Could be divorced … Gen. 21:10–14

Has certain rights … Deut. 21:10–14

Children of, legitimate … Gen. 22:24

Unfaithfulness of … Judg. 19:1, 2

Source of trouble … Gen. 21:9–14

Incompatible with Christianity … Matt. 19:5

B. Men who had:

Abraham … Gen. 25:6

Nahor … Gen. 22:23, 24

Jacob … Gen. 30:1, 4

Eliphaz … Gen. 36:12

Gideon … Judg. 8:30, 31

The Levite … Judg. 19:1

Saul … 2 Sam. 3:7

David … 2 Sam. 5:13

Solomon … 1 Kin. 11:1–3

Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:46

Manasseh … 1 Chr. 7:14

Rehoboam … 2 Chr. 11:21

Belshazzar … Dan. 5:2

Condemnation—the judicial act of declaring one guilty

A. Causes of:

Adam’s sin … Rom. 5:12, 15–19

Actual sin … Matt. 27:3

Our words … Matt. 12:37

Self-judgment … Rom. 2:1; Titus 3:10, 11

Legal requirements … 2 Cor. 3:9

Rejection of Christ … John 3:18, 19

B. Escape from:

In Christ … Rom. 8:1, 3

By faith … John 3:18, 19

C. Described as:

Having degrees … Matt. 23:14

Just … Rom. 3:8

Self-inflicted … 1 Cor. 11:29

Merited … 1 Tim. 5:11, 12

D. Inflicted:

Now … Rom. 14:23

In eternity … Matt. 23:33

Condescend—to humble oneself to the level of others

Christ’s example … John 13:3–5

The believer’s practice … Rom. 12:16

The divine model … Phil. 2:3–11

Condolence—an expression of sympathy

A. Received by:

Job from friends … Job 2:11

Hanun from David … 2 Sam. 10:2

Hezekiah from a king … 2 Kin. 20:12

Mary from Jesus … John 11:23–35

B. Helps in expressing, assurance of:

Trust … Ps. 23:1–6

Hope … John 14:1–4

Resurrection … 1 Thess. 4:13–18

Help … Is. 40:10, 11

Confessing Christ

A. Necessity of:

For salvation … Rom. 10:9, 10

A test of faith … 1 John 2:23

An evidence of spiritual union … 1 John 4:15

His confessing us … Matt. 10:32

B. Content of:

Christ’s incarnation … 1 John 4:2, 3

Christ’s lordship … Phil. 2:11

C. Prompted by:

Holy Spirit … 1 Cor. 12:3

Faith … Rom. 10:9

D. Hindrances to:

Fear … John 7:13

Persecution … Mark 8:34, 35

False teachers … 2 John 7

Confession of sin

A. Manifested by:

Repentance … Ps. 51:1–19

Self-abasement … Jer. 3:25

Godly sorrow … Ps. 38:18

Turning from sin … Prov. 28:13

Restitution … Num. 5:6, 7

B. Results in:

Forgiveness … 1 John 1:9, 10

Pardon … Ps. 32:1–5

Renewed fellowship … Ps. 51:12–19

Healing … James 5:16

C. Instances of:

Aaron … Num. 12:11

Israelites … 1 Sam. 12:19

David … 2 Sam. 24:10

Ezra … Ezra 9:6

Nehemiah … Neh. 1:6, 7

Daniel … Dan. 9:4

Peter … Luke 5:8

Thief … Luke 23:39–43

Confidence—assurance

A. True, based upon:

God’s Word … Acts 27:22–25

Assurance … 2 Tim. 1:12

Trust … Hab. 3:17–19

Christ’s promise … Phil. 1:6

Belief in God’s power … 1 Sam. 17:45–50

B. False, based upon:

Unwarranted use of sacred things … 1 Sam. 4:5–11

Presumption … Num. 14:40–45

Pride … 1 Sam. 17:43, 44

C. The believer’s:

Source of … 1 John 3:21, 22

In prayer … 1 John 5:14, 15

In testimony … Acts 28:31

In others … 2 Cor. 2:3; 2 Cor. 7:16

Of God’s will … Phil. 1:25, 26

Of faith’s finality … Phil. 1:6

Of future things … 2 Cor. 5:6, 8

Must be held … Heb. 10:35

Confirmation—making something steadfast and sure; establishing

Human things … Ruth 4:7; Esth. 9:31, 32

A kingdom … 2 Kin. 14:5

An oath … Heb. 6:17

A covenant … Gal. 3:17

Prophecy … Dan. 9:12, 27

Promises … Rom. 15:8

Defense of faith … Phil. 1:7

Establishing faith … Acts 14:22; Acts 15:32, 41

To the world, forbidden … Rom. 12:2

Conform—to make one thing like another

Used of:

The world, forbidden … Rom. 12:2

World’s lust … 1 Pet. 1:14

Believer, to Christ … Phil. 3:21

Confused—disorderly; perplexed

Concerning:

God’s will … 1 Sam. 23:1–12

The Messiah … Matt. 11:2, 3

A great event … Acts 2:1–13

Confusion—bewilderment, perplexity

A. Aspects of:

God not author of … 1 Cor. 14:33

Typical of evil … James 3:16

Prayer concerning … Ps. 70:2

Illustrations of … Acts 19:29

B. Examples of:

Babel … Gen. 11:9

Philistines … 1 Sam. 7:10

Egyptians … Ex. 14:24

City of Shushan … Esth. 3:15

Jerusalem … Acts 21:31

Congratulate—to express happiness to another

Tou to David … 1 Chr. 18:9, 10

Congregation—an assembly of people

A. Used of:

The political Israel … Ex. 12:3, 19, 47

A religious assembly … Acts 13:42, 43

B. Regulations concerning:

Ruled by representatives … Num. 16:6

Summoned by trumpets … Num. 10:3, 4, 7

Bound by decisions of representatives … Josh. 9:15–21

Atonement of sin of … Lev. 4:13–21

Exclusion of certain ones from … Deut. 23:1–8

Coniah—Yahweh is creating

King of Judah … Jer. 22:24, 28

Same as Jehoiachin … 2 Kin. 24:8

Connivance at wrong—tacit approval of evil

Involves guilt … Ps. 50:18–22

Aaron’s, at Sinai … Ex. 32:1, 2, 22

Pilate’s, at Jesus’ trial … Matt. 27:17–26

Saul’s (Paul’s) at Stephen’s death … Acts 7:57–60; Acts 8:1

Cononiah, Conaniah—Yahweh has established

1. A Levite … 2 Chr. 31:11, 12, 13

2. A Levite official … 2 Chr. 35:9

Conscience—the inner judge of moral issues

A. Described as:

Good … Acts 23:1

Pure … 1 Tim. 3:9

Evil … Heb. 10:22

Defiled … 1 Cor. 8:7

Seared … 1 Tim. 4:2

B. Functions of:

A witness … Rom. 2:14, 15

An accuser … John 8:9

An upholder … 1 Tim. 1:19

Server of good … Rom. 13:4, 5

Source of joy … 2 Cor. 1:12

Dead … Prov. 30:20

C. Limitations of:

Needs cleansing … Heb. 9:14

Subject to others’ … 1 Cor. 10:28, 29

Differs … 1 Cor. 8:7–13

Fallible … Prov. 16:25

Conscience, clear—freedom from guilt feelings

A. Necessary for:

Freedom from dead works … Heb. 9:13, 14

Access to God … Heb. 10:21, 22

Liberty in witnessing … 1 Pet. 3:15, 16

Conscience, clear—continued

Christian love … 1 Tim. 1:5

Confidence in prayer … 1 John 3:21, 22

Proud confidence … 2 Cor. 1:12

B. Requirements for:

Doctrinal purity … 1 Tim. 1:3–5, 18–2:1; 1 Tim. 4:1, 2

Proper conduct … Acts 24:10–13, 16; Rom. 13:4–6

Faith in Christ’s blood … Heb. 10:19–22; Heb. 9:14

Knowledge … 1 Cor. 8:7

Belief … Titus 1:15

Submissive spirit … 1 Pet. 2:18, 19

Faith in God’s greatness … 1 John 3:20

Consideration of others … 1 Cor. 10:28, 29

Seeking forgiveness … Prov. 28:13; Matt. 5:23, 24

Conscription—to enroll for compulsory service

Employed by Solomon … 1 Kin. 7:13, 14; 1 Kin. 9:20, 21

To build temple … 1 Kin. 5:2, 3, 13

To restore cities … 1 Kin. 9:15–17

Led to revolt … 1 Kin. 12:3–16

See Levy

Consecration—dedication to God’s service

A. Applied to:

Israel … Ex. 19:6

Priests … Lev. 8:1–13

Levites … Num. 8:5, 6, 14

Individuals … 1 Sam. 1:11

Firstborn … Ex. 13:2, 12

Possessions … Lev. 27:28, 29

Christ … Heb. 2:10

B. The Christian’s:

By Christ … John 17:23

Complete and entire … Rom. 12:1, 2

Separation from world … 2 Cor. 6:14–18

Devotion to Christ … Rev. 14:1–7

Sacred anointing … 1 John 2:20, 27

New priesthood … 1 Pet. 2:5, 9

Conservation—preserving worthwhile things

Material things … John 6:12, 13

Spiritual things … Rev. 3:2, 3

Good … Acts 26:22, 23

Unwise … Luke 5:36, 37

Consolation—comfort fortified with encouragement

God, source of … Rom. 15:5

Simeon waits for … Luke 2:25

Source of joy … Acts 15:30, 31

To be shared … 2 Cor. 1:4–11

Conspiracy—a plot to overthrow lawful authority

Against:

Joseph … Gen. 37:18–20

Moses … Num. 16:1–35

Samson … Judg. 16:4–21

Daniel … Dan. 6:4–17

Jesus … Matt. 12:14

Paul … Acts 23:12–15

Constancy—firmness of purpose

Ruth’s, to Naomi … Ruth 1:16

Jonathan’s, to David … 1 Sam. 20:12–17

Virgins, to Christ … Rev. 14:4, 5

Constellation—a group of stars

The Great Bear … Job 9:9; Job 38:32

The Serpent … Job 26:13

Orion … Job 38:31; Amos 5:8

Pleiades (seven stars) … Job 9:9; Job 38:31

Castor and Pollux … Acts 28:11

Judgment on … Is. 13:10, 11

Incense burned to … 2 Kin. 23:5

Consultation—seeking advice from others

Demonical … 1 Sam. 28:7–25

Divided … 1 Kin. 12:6, 8

Determined … Dan. 6:7

Devilish … John 12:10, 11; Matt. 26:3, 4

Contempt—scorn compounded with disrespect

A. Forbidden toward:

Parents … Prov. 23:22

Weak Christians … Matt. 18:10; Rom. 14:3

Believing masters … 1 Tim. 6:2

The poor … James 2:1–3

B. Objects of:

The righteous … Ps. 80:6

Spiritual things … Matt. 22:2–6

Christ … John 9:28, 29

C. Examples of:

Nabal … 1 Sam. 25:10, 11

Michal … 2 Sam. 6:16

Sanballat … Neh. 2:19

Jews … Matt. 26:67, 68

False teachers … 2 Cor. 10:10

The wicked … Prov. 18:3

Contention—a quarrelsome spirit

A. Caused by:

Pride … Prov. 13:10

Disagreement … Acts 15:36–41

Divisions … 1 Cor. 1:11–13

A quarrelsome spirit … Gal. 5:15

B. Antidotes:

Avoid the contentious … Prov. 21:19

Avoid controversies … Titus 3:9

Abandon the quarrel … Prov. 17:14

Follow peace … Rom. 12:18–21

Contentious woman

Gets Samson’s secret … Judg. 16:13–17

Prov. 21:9, 19

Undesirable … Prov. 25:24; Prov. 27:15

Contentment—an uncomplaining acceptance of one’s share

A. Opposed to:

Worry … Matt. 6:25, 34

Murmuring … 1 Cor. 10:10

Greed … Heb. 13:5

Envy … James 3:16

B. Shown by our recognition of:

Our unworthiness … Gen. 32:9, 10

Our trust … Hab. 3:17–19

God’s care … Ps. 145:7–21

God’s provisions … 1 Tim. 6:6–8

God’s promises … Heb. 13:5

Contracts—covenants legally binding

A. Ratified by:

Giving presents … Gen. 21:25–30

Public witness … Ruth 4:1–11

Oaths … Josh. 9:15, 20

Joining hands … Prov. 17:18

Pierced ear … Ex. 21:2–6

B. Examples of:

Abraham and Abimelech … Gen. 21:25–32

Solomon and Hiram … 1 Kin. 5:8–12

Contrition—a profound sense of one’s sinfulness

Of the heart … Ps. 51:17

The tax collector … Luke 18:13

Peter’s example … Matt. 26:75

Controversy—dispute between people

Between men … Deut. 25:1

A public … Acts 15:1–35

A private … Gal. 2:11–15

Conversion—turning to God from sin

A. Produced by:

God … Acts 21:19

Christ … Acts 3:26

Holy Spirit … 1 Cor. 2:13

The Scriptures … Ps. 19:7

Preaching … Rom. 10:14

B. Of Gentiles:

Foretold … Is. 60:1–5

Explained … Acts 15:3; Rom. 15:8–18

Illustrated … Acts 10:1–48; Acts 16:25–34

Confirmed … Acts 15:1–31

Defended … Gal. 3:1–29

C. Results in:

Repentance … Acts 26:20

New creation … 2 Cor. 5:17

Transformation … 1 Thess. 1:9, 10

D. Fruits of:

Faithfulness … Matt. 24:45–47

Gentleness … 1 Thess. 2:7

Patience … Col. 1:10–12

Love … 1 John 3:14

Obedience … Rom. 15:18

Peacefulness … James 3:17, 18

Self-control … 2 Pet. 1:6

Self-denial … John 12:25

Conviction—making one conscious of one’s guilt

A. Produced by:

Holy Spirit … John 16:7–11

The gospel … Acts 2:37

Conscience … John 8:9; Rom. 2:15

The Law … James 2:9

B. Instances of:

Adam … Gen. 3:8–10

Joseph’s brothers … Gen. 42:21, 22

Israel … Ex. 33:2–4

David … Ps. 51:1–17

Isaiah … Is. 6:1–5

Men of Nineveh … Matt. 12:41

Peter … Luke 5:8

Saul of Tarsus … Acts 9:4–18

Philippian jailer … Acts 16:27–30

Convocation—a gathering for worship

A. Applied to:

Sabbaths … Lev. 23:2, 3

Passover … Ex. 12:16

Pentecost … Lev. 23:16–21

Feast of Trumpets … Num. 29:1

Feast of Weeks … Num. 28:26

Feast of Tabernacles … Lev. 23:34–36

Day of Atonement … Lev. 23:27

B. Designed to:

Gather the people … Josh. 23:1–16

Worship God … 2 Kin. 23:21, 22

Cooking—making food palatable

Done by women … Gen. 18:2–6

Carefully performed … Gen. 27:3–10

Savory dish … Gen. 27:4

Vegetables … Gen. 25:29

Forbidden on the Sabbath … Ex. 35:3

Small cake … 1 Kin. 17:13

Fish … Luke 24:42

Cooperation—working together

A. Kinds of:

Person with person … Ex. 17:12

God with person … Phil. 2:12, 13

B. Needed to:

Complete job … Neh. 4:16, 17

Secure results … Matt. 18:19

Win converts … John 1:40–51

Maintain peace … Mark 9:50

C. Basis:

Obedience to God … Ps. 119:63

Faith … Rom. 14:1–4

Copper

A. Used for:

Money … Matt. 10:9

B. Workers in:

Alexander … 2 Tim. 4:14

Coral—a rocklike substance formed from skeletons of sea creatures

Wisdom more valuable than … Job 28:18

Bought by traders … Ezek. 27:16

Corban—an offering

Money dedicated … Mark 7:11

Cordiality—sincere affection and kindness

Abraham’s … Gen. 18:1–8

Seen in Jonathan … 1 Sam. 20:11–23

Lacking in Nabal … 1 Sam. 25:9–13

Coriander

A plant whose seed is compared to manna … Ex. 16:31

Corinth—a city of Greece

Paul labors at … Acts 18:1–18

Site of church … 1 Cor. 1:2

Visited by Apollos … Acts 19:1

Abode of Erastus … 2 Tim. 4:20

Corinthians, the Epistles to the—two books of the New Testament

Written by Paul … 1 Cor. 1:1; 2 Cor. 1:1

Cornelius—a horn

A religious Gentile … Acts 10:1–48

Cornerstone—a stone placed to bind two walls together

Laid in Zion … Is. 28:16

Rejected … Ps. 118:22

Christ is … 1 Pet. 2:6, 8

Christ fulfills … Acts 4:11; 1 Pet. 2:7

Correction—punishment designed to restore

A. Means of:

God’s judgments … Jer. 46:28

The rod … Prov. 22:15

Wickedness … Jer. 2:19

Prayer … Jer. 10:24

Scriptures … 2 Tim. 3:16

B. Benefits of:

Needed for children … Prov. 23:13

Sign of sonship … Prov. 3:12

Brings rest … Prov. 29:17

Makes happy … Job 5:17

Corrosion (see Rust)

Corruption—rottenness; depravity

A. Descriptive of:

Physical blemishes … Mal. 1:14

Physical decay … Matt. 6:19, 20

Moral decay … Gen. 6:12

Eternal ruin … Gal. 6:8

B. Characteristics of:

The unregenerate … Luke 6:43–45

Apostates … 2 Cor. 2:6, 7; 2 Pet. 2:12, 19

C. Deliverance from:

By Christ … Acts 2:27, 31

Promised … Rom. 8:21

Through conversion … 1 Pet. 1:18, 23

Perfected in heaven … 1 Cor. 15:42, 50

Corruption, mount of

Site of pagan altars … 1 Kin. 11:7

Altars of, destroyed … 2 Kin. 23:13

Corruption of body

Results from Adam’s sin … Rom. 8:21

Begins in this life … 2 Cor. 5:4

Consummated by death … John 11:39

Freedom from, promised … Rom. 8:21

Freedom from, accomplished … 1 Cor. 15:42

Cos

An island between Rhodes and Miletus … Acts 21:1

Cosam—a diviner

Father of Addi … Luke 3:28

Cosmetics

Used by Jezebel … 2 Kin. 9:30

Futility of … Jer. 4:30

Cosmic conflagration—to destroy by fire

Day of judgment … 2 Pet. 3:7–10

Council—Jewish Sanhedrin, Jewish governing body

A judicial court … Matt. 5:22

Christ’s trial … Matt. 26:57–59

Powers of, limited … John 18:31

Apostles before … Acts 4:5–30

Stephen before … Acts 6:12–15

Paul before … Acts 23:1–5

Counsel, God’s

A. Called:

Immutable … Heb. 6:17

Faithful … Is. 25:1

Wonderful … Is. 28:29

Great … Jer. 32:19

Sovereign … Dan. 4:35

Eternal … Eph. 3:11

B. Events determined by:

History … Is. 46:10, 11

Christ’s death … Acts 2:23

Salvation … Rom. 8:28–30

Union in Christ … Eph. 1:9, 10

C. Attitudes toward:

Christians declare … Acts 20:27

Proper reserve … Acts 1:7

Wicked despise … Is. 5:19

They reject … Luke 7:30

Counsel, human

Jethro’s, accepted … Ex. 18:13–27

Hushai’s followed … 2 Sam. 17:14

Of a woman, brings peace … 2 Sam. 20:16–20

David’s dying … 1 Kin. 2:1–10

Of old men, rejected … 1 Kin. 12:8, 13

Of friends, avenged … Esth. 5:14; Esth. 7:10

Counselor—an adviser

Christ is … Is. 9:6

Your testimonies are … Ps. 119:24

Safety in many … Prov. 11:14

Brings security … Prov. 15:22

Jonathan, a … 1 Chr. 27:32

Gamaliel … Acts 5:33–40

Count—to number

Things counted:

Stars … Gen. 15:5

Days … Lev. 15:13

Years … Lev. 25:8

Plunder … Num. 31:26

Weeks … Deut. 16:9

Money … 2 Kin. 22:4

People … 1 Chr. 21:17

Bones … Ps. 22:17

Towers … Ps. 48:12

Houses … Is. 22:10

Countenance—facial expression, visage

A. Kinds of:

Unfriendly … Gen. 31:1, 2

Fierce … Deut. 28:50

Awesome … Judg. 13:6

Sad … Neh. 2:2, 3

Handsome … 1 Sam. 16:12

Cheerful … Prov. 15:13

Angry … Prov. 25:23

B. Transfigured:

Moses’ … 2 Cor. 3:7

Christ’s … Matt. 17:1, 2

Countenance—continued

The believer’s … 2 Cor. 3:18

Counterfeit—a spurious imitation of the real thing

A. Applied to persons:

Christ … Matt. 24:4, 5, 24

Apostles … 2 Cor. 11:13

Ministers … 2 Cor. 11:14, 15

Christians … Gal. 2:3, 4

Teachers … 2 Pet. 2:1

Prophets … 1 John 4:1

The Antichrist … Rev. 19:20

B. Applied to things:

Worship … Matt. 15:8, 9

Gospel … Gal. 1:6–12

Miracles … 2 Thess. 2:7–12

Knowledge … 1 Tim. 6:20

Commandments … Titus 1:13, 14

Doctrines … Heb. 13:9

Religion … James 1:26

Prayers … James 4:3

Country—the land of a nation

Commanded to leave … Gen. 12:1–4

Love of native … Gen. 30:25

Exiled from … Ps. 137:1–6

A prophet in his own … Luke 4:24

A heavenly … Heb. 11:16

Courage—fearlessness in the face of danger

A. Manifested:

Among enemies … Ezra 5:1–17

In battle … 1 Sam. 17:46

Against great foes … Judg. 7:7–23

Against great odds … 1 Sam. 17:32, 50

When threatened … Dan. 3:16–18

When intimidated … Dan. 6:7–13

When facing death … Judg. 16:28–30

In youth … 1 Sam. 14:6–45

In old age … Josh. 14:10–12

Before a king … Esth. 4:8, 16

In moral crises … Neh. 13:1–31

In preaching Christ … Acts 3:12–26

In rebuking … Gal. 2:11–15

B. Men encouraged to:

Leaders … Deut. 31:7

Joshua … Josh. 1:5–7

Gideon … Judg. 7:7–11

Philistines … 1 Sam. 4:9

Zerubbabel … Hag. 2:4

Solomon … 1 Chr. 28:20

Course—onward movement; advance

A ship’s direction … Acts 16:11

A prescribed path … Judg. 5:20

The age … Eph. 2:2

The cycle of life … James 3:6

Courtesy—visible signs of respect

A. Shown in:

Manner of address … Gen. 18:3

Gestures of bowing … Gen. 19:1

Rising before superiors … Lev. 19:32

Well-wishing remarks … Gen. 43:29

Expressions of blessing … Ruth 2:4

B. Among Christians:

Taught … Rom. 12:9–21

Illustrated … 3 John 1–6, 12

Courts—institution designed for justice

A. Kinds of:

Circuit … 1 Sam. 7:15–17

Superior and inferior … Ex. 18:21–26

Ecclesiastical … Matt. 18:15–18

B. Places held:

At the tabernacle … Num. 27:1–5

Outside the camp … Lev. 24:13, 14

At the city’s gates … Ruth 4:1, 2

Under a tree … Judg. 4:4, 5

C. Features of:

Witness examined … Deut. 19:15–21

Accused speaks … Mark 15:1–5

Sentence of, final … Deut. 17:8–13

Contempt of, forbidden … Acts 23:1–5

Corruption of, deplored … Matt. 26:59–62

Courtship—the period leading to marriage

Isaac and Rebekah … Gen. 24:1–67

Jacob and Rachel … Gen. 29:9–30

Samson … Judg. 14:1–7

Boaz and Ruth … Ruth 3:4–14

Ahasuerus and Esther … Esth. 2:17

Courtyard, Court—an enclosed area

Tabernacle … Ex. 27:9

Temple … 1 Kin. 6:36

Prison … Jer. 32:2

House … 2 Sam. 17:18

Garden place … Esth. 1:5

Covenant—agreement between two or more parties

A. Designed for:

Mutual protection … Gen. 31:50–52

Securing peace … Josh. 9:15, 21

Friendship … 1 Sam. 18:3

Promoting commerce … 1 Kin. 5:6–11

B. Requirements of:

Witnessed … Gen. 23:16–18

Confirmed by an oath … Gen. 21:23, 31

Specified … 1 Sam. 11:1, 2

Written and sealed … Neh. 9:38

C. Examples of:

Abraham and Abimelech … Gen. 21:27–32

Laban and Jacob … Gen. 31:43–55

David and elders … 2 Sam. 5:1–3

Ahab and Ben-Hadad … 1 Kin. 20:34

New covenant … Matt. 26:28

New Testament dispensation … 2 Cor. 3:6

D. Characteristics of:

Superiority of the new … Heb. 8:6–13

Descriptive of a person’s will … Heb. 9:15–17

Covenant—spiritual agreement

A. Between a leader and people:

Joshua’s … Josh. 24:1–28

Jehoiada’s … 2 Kin. 11:17

Hezekiah’s … 2 Chr. 29:1, 10

Josiah’s … 2 Kin. 23:3

Ezra’s … Ezra 10:3

B. Between God and man:

Adam … Gen. 2:16, 17 

Noah … Gen. 9:1–17

Abraham … Gen. 15:18

Isaac … Gen. 26:1–5

Jacob … Gen. 28:13–22

Israel … Ex. 19:5

Levi … Mal. 2:4–10

Phinehas … Num. 25:11–13

David … Ps. 89:3, 28, 34

C. The old (Sinaitic):

Instituted at Sinai … Ex. 19:5

Ratified by sacrifice … Ex. 24:6–8; Heb. 9:16

Does not annul the Abrahamic … Gal. 3:16–18

Designed to lead to Christ … Gal. 3:17–25

Consists of outward rites … Heb. 9:1–13

Sealed by circumcision … Gen. 17:9–14

Prefigures the gospel … Heb. 9:8–28

D. The new (evangelical):

Promised in Eden … Gen. 3:15

Proclaimed to Abraham … Gen. 12:3

Dated in prophecy … Dan. 9:24–27

Fulfilled in Christ … Luke 1:68–79

Ratified by His blood … Heb. 9:11–23

Remembered in the Lord’s Supper … 1 Cor. 11:25

Called everlasting … Heb. 13:20

Covenant-breakers

Under God’s judgment … Is. 24:5

By abominations … Ezek. 44:7

Covenant-keepers

God’s blessing upon … Ex. 19:5

Covenant of salt—of perpetual purity

Descriptive of priests … Num. 18:19

Descriptive of David … 2 Chr. 13:5

Used figuratively … Mark 9:50

Covered carts

Used as offerings … Num. 7:3

Coverings

Symbolic of:

Immorality … Prov. 7:16

Covert—hiding place

Used by Abigail … 1 Sam. 25:20

Figurative of protection … Is. 32:2

Covetousness—an insatiable desire for worldly gain; greed

A. Described as:

Idolatry … Col. 3:5

Root of evil … 1 Tim. 6:9–11

Never satisfied … Hab. 2:9

Vanity … Ps. 39:6

B. Productive of:

Theft … Josh. 7:20, 21

Lying … 2 Kin. 5:20–27

Murder … Prov. 1:18, 19

Falsehood … Acts 5:1–10

Harmful lusts … 1 Tim. 6:9

Apostasy … 1 Tim. 6:10

C. Excludes from:

God’s kingdom … 1 Cor. 6:10; Eph. 5:5

Sacred offices … 1 Tim. 3:3

Heaven … Eph. 5:5

D. Examples of:

Achan … Josh. 7:21

Saul … 1 Sam. 15:9, 19

Judas … Matt. 26:14, 15

Ananias and Sapphira … Acts 5:1–11

See Avarice

Cowardice, spiritual

A. Causes of:

Fear of life … Gen. 12:11–13

Fear of others … Ex. 32:22–24

Unbelief … Num. 13:28–33

Fear of rulers … John 9:22

B. Results in:

Defeat … Num. 14:40–45

Escape … 2 Sam. 15:13–17

Compromise … John 19:12–16

Denial … Matt. 26:69–74

C. Guilty conscience makes:

Joseph’s brothers … Gen. 42:21–28

David … 2 Sam. 12:1–14

Pharisees … John 8:1–11

Cows

Jacob’s possessions … Gen. 32:15

Found in Egypt … Gen. 41:2

Use of milk … 2 Sam. 17:29

Used in rituals … Lev. 3:1

Cozbi—false

Slain by Phinehas … Num. 25:6–18

Craft

A trade … Rev. 18:22

See Arts and crafts in the Bible

Craftiness—cunning deception

Applied to David … 1 Sam. 23:19–22

Human’s, thwarted by God … Job 5:13

A harlot’s heart … Prov. 7:10

Human’s, known by God … 1 Cor. 3:19

Enemies’, perceived by Christ … Luke 20:23

Use of, rejected … 2 Cor. 4:2

Warning against … Eph. 4:14

Craftsmen—men who work at a trade

Makers of idols … Deut. 27:15

Destroyed in Babylon … Rev. 18:21, 22

Crane—a migratory bird

Chatters … Is. 38:14

Creation—causing what did not exist to exist

A. Author of:

God … Heb. 11:3

Jesus Christ … Col. 1:16, 17

Holy Spirit … Ps. 104:30

B. Objects of:

Heaven, earth … Gen. 1:1–10 

Vegetation … Gen. 1:11, 12 

Animals … Gen. 1:21–25 

Man and woman … Gen. 1:26–28 

Stars … Is. 40:26

C. Expressive of God’s:

Deity … Rom. 1:20

Power … Is. 40:26, 28

Glory … Ps. 19:1

Goodness … Ps. 33:5, 6

Wisdom … Ps. 104:24

Sovereignty … Rev. 4:11

D. Illustrative of:

The new birth … 2 Cor. 5:17

Renewal of believers … Ps. 51:10

The eternal world … Is. 65:17; 2 Pet. 3:11, 13

E. The first:

Subject to vanity … Rom. 8:19, 20

Will be delivered … Rom. 8:21

Creator—the Supreme Being

A title of God … Is. 40:28

People’s disrespect of … Rom. 1:25

To be remembered … Eccl. 12:1

Creditor—one to whom a debt is payable

Interest, forbidden … Ex. 22:25

Debts remitted … Neh. 5:10–12

Some very cruel … Matt. 18:28–30

Christian principle … Rom. 13:8

Cremation—burning a body

Two hundred fifty were consumed … Num. 16:35

Zimri’s demise … 1 Kin. 16:15–19

Crescens—growing

Paul’s assistant … 2 Tim. 4:10

Crete—an island in the Mediterranean Sea

Some from, at Pentecost … Acts 2:11

Paul visits … Acts 27:7–21

Titus dispatched to … Titus 1:5

Inhabitants of, evil and lazy … Titus 1:12

Crib

Animals feed from … Is. 1:3

Criminal—a lawbreaker

Paul considered a … Acts 25:16, 27

Christ accused of … John 18:28–30

Christ crucified between … Luke 23:32, 33

One unrepentant; one repentant … Luke 23:39–43

Cripple—one physically impaired

Mephibosheth, by a fall … 2 Sam. 4:4

Paul’s healing of … Acts 14:8–10

Jesus heals … Matt. 15:30, 31

Crisis—the crest of human endurance

Bad advice in … Job 2:9, 10

God’s advice in … Luke 21:25–28

Crispus—curled

Chief ruler of synagogue at Corinth … Acts 18:8

Baptized by Paul … 1 Cor. 1:14

Crop—the craw of a bird

Removed by priest … Lev. 1:16

Cross—a method of execution

A. Used literally of:

Christ’s death … Matt. 27:32

B. Used figuratively of:

Duty … Matt. 10:38

Christ’s sufferings … 1 Cor. 1:17

The Christian faith … 1 Cor. 1:18

Reconciliation … Eph. 2:16

Crown—an emblem of glory

A. Worn by:

High priest … Lev. 8:9

Kings … 2 Sam. 12:30

Queens … Esth. 2:17

Ministers of state … Esth. 8:15

B. Applied figuratively to:

A good wife … Prov. 12:4

Old age … Prov. 16:31

Grand-children … Prov. 17:6

Honor … Prov. 27:24

Material blessings … Ps. 65:11

C. Applied spiritually to:

Christ … Ps. 132:18

Christ at His return … Rev. 19:12

Christ glorified … Heb. 2:7–9

The church … Is. 62:3

The Christian’s reward … 2 Tim. 2:5

The minister’s reward … Phil. 4:1

Soul winners … 1 Thess. 2:19

The Christian’s incorruptible prize … 1 Cor. 9:25

Crown—the top of the head

Figurative of retribution … Ps. 7:16

Crown of thorns

Placed on Christ … Matt. 27:29; John 19:2

Crowns of Christians

Joy … 1 Thess. 2:19

Righteousness … 2 Tim. 4:8

Life … James 1:12

Glory … 1 Pet. 5:4

Imperishable … 1 Cor. 9:25

Crucifixion—death on a cross

A. Jesus’ death by:

Predicted … Matt. 20:19

Demanded … Mark 15:13, 14

Gentiles … Matt. 20:19

Jews … Acts 2:22, 23, 36

Between thieves … Matt. 27:38

Nature of, unrecognized … 1 Cor. 2:7, 8

B. Figurative of:

Utter rejection … Heb. 6:6

Apostasy … Rev. 11:8

Union with Christ … Gal. 2:20

Separation … Gal. 6:14

Crucifixion—continued

Sanctification … Rom. 6:6

Dedication … 1 Cor. 2:2

Cruelty—violence

Descriptive of the wicked … Ps. 74:20

To animals, forbidden … Num. 22:27–35

Crumbs—fragments of bread

Dogs eat of … Matt. 15:27

Lazarus begs for … Luke 16:20, 21

Crying—an emotional upheaval

Accusation … Gen. 4:10

Remorse … Heb. 12:17

Pretense … Judg. 14:15–18

Sorrow … 2 Sam. 18:33

Others’ sins … Ps. 119:136

Pain … Heb. 5:7, 8

None in heaven … Rev. 21:4

Crystal—rock crystal

Wisdom surpasses … Job 28:17–20

Gates of Zion … Is. 54:12

Descriptive of heaven … Rev. 4:6

Cubs—offspring of beasts

Figurative of:

Babylonians … Jer. 51:38

Assyrians … Nah. 2:11, 12

Princes of Israel … Ezek. 19:2–9

Cucumber—an edible fruit grown on a vine

Lusted after … Num. 11:5

Grown in gardens … Is. 1:8

Cud—partly digested food

Animals chew again … Lev. 11:3–8

Cummin—an annual of the parsley family

Seeds threshed by a rod … Is. 28:25, 27

A trifle of tithing … Matt. 23:23

Cup

A. Literal use of:

For drinking … 2 Sam. 12:3

B. Figurative uses of:

One’s portion … Ps. 11:6

Blessings … Ps. 23:5

Suffering … Matt. 20:23

New covenant … 1 Cor. 10:16

Hypocrisy … Matt. 23:25, 26; Luke 11:39

Cupbearer—a high court official

Many under Solomon … 1 Kin. 10:5

Nehemiah, a faithful … Neh. 1:11

Curds

Article of diet … 2 Sam. 17:29

Fed to infants … Is. 7:15, 22

Illustrative of prosperity … Deut. 32:14

Cure—to restore to health

Of the body … Matt. 17:16

Of the mind … Mark 5:15

Of the demonized … Matt. 12:22

With means … Is. 38:21

By faith … Num. 21:8, 9

By prayer … James 5:14, 15

By God’s mercy … Phil. 2:27

Hindered … 2 Kin. 8:7–15

Curiosity—desire to know

Into God’s secrets, forbidden … John 21:21, 22

Moses’, concerning burning bush … Ex. 3:3

Leads 50,070 to death … 1 Sam. 6:19

Examples of curiosity seekers:

Eve … Gen. 3:6 

Israelites … Ex. 19:21, 24

Babylonians … 2 Kin. 20:12, 13

Herod … Matt. 2:3–8

Zacchaeus … Luke 19:1–6

Certain Greeks … John 12:20, 21

Lazarus’s visitors … John 12:9

Peter … Matt. 26:58

At the Crucifixion … Matt. 27:46–49

Athenians … Acts 17:21

Curse, cursing—a violent expression of evil upon others

A. Pronounced upon:

Serpent … Gen. 3:14, 15

The earth … Gen. 3:17, 18

Cain … Gen. 4:9–11

Canaan … Gen. 9:25

Two sons … Gen. 49:5–7

Lawbreakers … Deut. 28:15–45

Jericho’s rebuilder … Josh. 6:26

Meroz … Judg. 5:23

Abimelech … Judg. 9:26, 27

B. Forbidden upon:

Parents … Ex. 21:17

Ruler … Ex. 22:28

Deaf … Lev. 19:14

Enemies … Luke 6:28

God … Job 2:9

God’s people … Gen. 12:3

C. Instances of:

Goliath’s … 1 Sam. 17:43

Balaam’s attempted … Num. 22:1–12

Shimei on David … 2 Sam. 16:5–7

The fig tree … Mark 11:21

Peter’s … Matt. 26:69–74

The crucified Christ … Deut. 21:23; Gal. 3:13

D. Manifested by:

Rebellious … 2 Sam. 16:5–8

Curtains—an awninglike screen

Ten, in tabernacle … Ex. 26:1–13

Figurative of the heavens … Ps. 104:2

Cush—black

1. Ham’s oldest son … 1 Chr. 1:8–10

2. Means Ethiopia … Is. 18:1

3. A Benjamite … Ps. 7 (Title)

Cushan—blackness

Probably same as Cush … Hab. 3:7

Cushan-Rishathaim—extra wicked

A Mesopotamian king; oppressed Israel … Judg. 3:8

Othniel delivers Israel from … Judg. 3:9, 10

Cushi—an Ethiopian

1. Ancestor of Jehudi … Jer. 36:14

2. Father of Zephaniah … Zeph. 1:1

Cushite—an Ethiopian

David’s servant … 2 Sam. 18:21–32

Custom—tax; usage

A. As a tax:

Levites excluded from … Ezra 7:24

Imposed by Jews … Ezra 4:20

Imposed upon Jews … Ezra 4:13

Kings require … Matt. 17:25

B. As a common practice:

Abominable … Lev. 18:30

Vain … Jer. 10:3

Worthy … Luke 4:16

Traditional … Acts 21:21

Cuth, Cuthah—burning

People from, brought to Samaria … 2 Kin. 17:24, 30

Cymbal—hollow of a vessel

A musical instrument … 1 Chr. 13:8; 1 Chr. 15:28

Figurative of lacking love … 1 Cor. 13:1

Cypress—a hardwood tree

Used by idol-makers … Is. 44:14–17

Cyprus—fairness

Ships of, in Balaam’s prophecy … Num. 24:24

A haven for Tyre’s ships … Is. 23:1–12

Mentioned in the prophets … Jer. 2:10

A large Mediterranean island; home of Barnabas … Acts 4:36

Christians reach … Acts 11:19, 20

Paul visits … Acts 13:4–13

Barnabas visits … Acts 15:39

Paul twice sails past … Acts 21:3

Cyrene—wall

A Greek colonial city in north Africa; home of Simon … Matt. 27:32

People from, at Pentecost … Acts 2:10

Synagogue of … Acts 6:9

Some from, become missionaries … Acts 11:20

Cyrus—sun; throne

Prophecies concerning, God’s:

“Anointed” … Is. 45:1

Liberator … Is. 45:1

Rebuilder … Is. 44:28


D

Dabbasheth—hump

Town of Zebulun … Josh. 19:10, 11

Daberath—pasture

Correct rendering of Dabareh … Josh. 21:28

Assigned to Gershomites … 1 Chr. 6:71, 72

Dagon—fish

The national god of the Philistines … Judg. 16:23

Falls before ark … 1 Sam. 5:1–5

Daleth

The fourth letter in the Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:25–32

Dalmanutha

A place near the Sea of Galilee … Mark 8:10

Dalmatia—deceitful

A region east of the Adriatic Sea; Titus departs to … 2 Tim. 4:10

Dalphon—crafty

A son of Haman … Esth. 9:7–10

Damages and remuneration

A. In law for:

Personal injury … Ex. 21:18, 19

Causing miscarriage … Ex. 21:22

Injuries by animals … Ex. 21:28–32

Injuries to animals … Ex. 21:33–35

Losses … Ex. 22:1–15

Stealing … Lev. 6:1–7

Defaming a wife … Deut. 22:13–19

Rape … Deut. 22:28, 29

B. In practice:

Jacob’s … Gen. 31:38–42

Samson’s … Judg. 16:28–30

Tamar’s … 2 Sam. 13:22–32

Zacchaeus’s … Luke 19:8

Paul’s … Acts 16:35–39

Philemon’s … Philem. 10–18

Damaris—gentle

An Athenian woman converted by Paul … Acts 17:33, 34

Damascus—chief city of Aram

A. In the Old Testament:

Abram passed through … Gen. 14:14, 15

Abram heir from … Gen. 15:2

Captured by David … 2 Sam. 8:5, 6

Rezon, king of … 1 Kin. 11:23, 24

Ben-Hadad, king of … 1 Kin. 15:18

Rivers of, mentioned … 2 Kin. 5:12

Elisha’s prophecy in … 2 Kin. 8:7–15

Taken by Assyrians … 2 Kin. 16:9

Prophecies concerning … Is. 8:3, 4

B. In the New Testament, Paul:

Journeys to … Acts 9:1–9

Is converted near … Acts 9:3–19

First preaches at … Acts 9:20–22

Escapes from … 2 Cor. 11:32, 33

Revisits … Gal. 1:17

Dan—judge

1. Jacob’s son by Bilhah … Gen. 30:5, 6

Prophecy concerning … Gen. 49:16, 17

2. Tribe of:

Census of … Num. 1:38, 39

Position of … Num. 2:25, 31

Blessing of … Deut. 33:22

Inheritance of … Josh. 19:40–47

Conquest by … Josh. 19:47

Failure of … Judg. 1:34, 35

Idolatry of … Judg. 18:1–31

3. Town of:

Called Leshem … Josh. 19:47

Captured by Danites … Josh. 19:47

Northern boundary of Israel … Judg. 20:1

Center of idolatry … 1 Kin. 12:28–30

Destroyed by Ben-Hadad … 1 Kin. 15:20

Later references to … Jer. 4:15–17

Dance—an emotional movement of the body

A. Kinds of:

Joyful … Ps. 30:11

Evil … Ex. 32:19

B. Designed to:

Express joy in victory … 1 Sam. 18:6, 7

Greet a returning son … Luke 15:21–25

Rejoice in the Lord … 2 Sam. 6:14–16

Inflame lust … Matt. 14:6

C. Performed by:

Children … Matt. 11:16, 17

Women … Judg. 11:34

David … 2 Sam. 6:14, 16

Worshipers … Ps. 149:3

Dancing

Israelites before the gold calf … Ex. 32:18

David only … 2 Sam. 6:14–16

Greeting a prodigal … Luke 15:20, 23–25

Lustful exhibition … Mark 6:22

Religious exercise … 1 Chr. 15:25–29

Time of rejoicing … 1 Sam. 18:6, 7

Time to dance … Eccl. 3:4

Young women alone … Judg. 21:20, 21

Danger—risk; peril

Physical … Acts 27:9–44

Spiritual … Heb. 2:1–3

Comfort in … Acts 27:22–25

Jesus sought in … Luke 8:22–24

Of judgment … Matt. 5:22

Of many kinds … 2 Cor. 11:23–33

Paul’s escape from … Acts 9:22–25

Daniel—God is my judge

1. Son of David … 1 Chr. 3:1

Called Chileab … 2 Sam. 3:2, 3

2. Postexilic priest … Ezra 8:1, 2

Signs covenant … Neh. 10:6

3. Taken to Babylon … Dan. 1:1–7

Refuses king’s choice foods … Dan. 1:8

Interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams … Dan. 2:1–45; Dan. 4:4–27

Honored by Nebuchadnezzar … Dan. 2:46–49

Interprets handwriting … Dan. 5:10–29

Made a high official … Dan. 6:1–3

Conspired against … Dan. 6:4–15

Cast into lions’ den … Dan. 6:16–22

Honored by Belshazzar … Dan. 5:29

Vision of beasts … Dan. 7:1–28

Vision of ram and goat … Dan. 8:1–27

Great confession of … Dan. 9:1–19

Vision of the seventy weeks … Dan. 9:20–27

Vision by the great river … Dan. 10:1–21

Vision of the kings … Dan. 11:1–45

Vision of the two men … Dan. 12:1–13

Jesus mentions his prophecy … Matt. 24:15

Daniel, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

History in Babylon … Dan. 1–6

Prophecy of nations … Dan. 2:4–45

Visions … Dan. 7; 8

Kingdom … Dan. 9–12

Danites

Descendants of Dan … Judg. 13:2

Dan Jaan

Town near Sidon … 2 Sam. 24:6

Dannah—low ground

A city of Judah … Josh. 15:49

Darda—pearl of wisdom

Famed for wisdom … 1 Kin. 4:31

Also called Dara … 1 Chr. 2:6

Darius—possessing the good

1. Darius the Mede:

Son of Ahasuerus … Dan. 9:1

Conquers Babylon … Dan. 5:30, 31

Coruler with Cyrus … Dan. 6:28

Made king of the Chaldeans … Dan. 9:1

2. Darius Hystaspis (521–486 B.C.)

King of all Persia … Ezra 4:5

Confirms Cyrus’s royal edict … Ezra 6:1–14

Temple work dated by his reign … Ezra 4:24

Prophets during his reign … Hag. 1:1

3. Darius the Persian (424–404 B.C.)

Priestly records made during his reign … Neh. 12:22

Dark sayings

Speaks openly … Num. 12:8

Utter of old … Ps. 78:2

Darkness—absence of light

A. Kinds of:

Precreational … Gen. 1:2–4 

Natural … Gen. 15:17

Miraculous … Ex. 10:21, 22

Supernatural … Matt. 27:45

Spiritual … Luke 11:34–36

Eternal … Matt. 8:12

B. Illustrative of:

God’s unsearchableness … Ps. 97:2

The way of sin … Eph. 5:11

Afflictions … Ps. 112:4

Moral depravity … Rom. 13:12

Darkness—continued

Ignorance … 1 John 2:8–11

Death … Job 10:21, 22

Hell … Matt. 22:13

Darkon—scatterer

Founder of a family … Neh. 7:58

Dart—a pointed weapon

Figurative of Satan’s weapons … Eph. 6:16

Dathan—fount

A Reubenite … Num. 26:7–11

Joins Korah’s rebellion … Num. 16:1–35

Swallowed up by the earth … Ps. 106:17

Daughter—a female descendant

A. Applied to:

Female child … Gen. 20:12

Female inhabitants of a city … Judg. 21:1

Female worshipers of God … Is. 43:6

Citizens of a town … Ps. 9:14

B. Described as:

Licentious … Gen. 19:30–38

Dutiful … Judg. 11:36–39

Ideal … Prov. 31:29

Beautiful … Ps. 45:9–13

Complacent … Is. 32:9–11

Prophesying … Joel 2:28

C. Daughter-in-law:

Ruth, a loyal … Ruth 1:11–18

Strife against … Matt. 10:35

Daughter of Zion—a name referring to Jerusalem and the inhabitants therein

Show praise to … Ps. 9:14

Gaze on Solomon … Song 3:11

Left desolate … Is. 1:8

The King comes to … Matt. 21:5

David—well beloved

A. Early life of:

Born at Bethlehem … 1 Sam. 17:12

Son of Jesse … Ruth 4:17, 22

Genealogy of … 1 Chr. 2:3–15

Of tribe of Judah … 1 Chr. 28:4

Youngest son … 1 Sam. 16:10–13

Handsome … 1 Sam. 17:42

A shepherd … 1 Sam. 16:11

Strong … 1 Sam. 17:34–36

Chosen by God … 1 Sam. 16:1, 13

B. His life under King Saul:

Royal harpist … 1 Sam. 16:14–23

Armorbearer … 1 Sam. 16:21

Kills Goliath … 1 Sam. 17:4–49

Subdues Philistines … 1 Sam. 17:32–54

Loved by Jonathan … 1 Sam. 18:1–4

Marries Saul’s daughter Michal … 1 Sam. 18:20–29

Wise behavior of … 1 Sam. 18:5–30

Writes a psalm … Ps. 59 (Title)

C. The fugitive hero:

Flees from Saul … 1 Sam. 19:1–18

Takes refuge with Samuel … 1 Sam. 19:20–24

Makes covenant with Jonathan … 1 Sam. 20:1–42

Eats showbread … Matt. 12:3, 4

Feigns insanity in Gath … 1 Sam. 21:10–15

Dwells in cave … 1 Sam. 22:1–8

Saves Keilah … 1 Sam. 23:1–13

God delivers … 1 Sam. 23:14, 15

Second covenant with Jonathan … 1 Sam. 23:16–18

Betrayed but saved … 1 Sam. 23:19–29

Writes a psalm … Ps. 54 (Title)

Spares Saul’s life … 1 Sam. 24:1–22

Scorned by Nabal … 1 Sam. 25:1–38

Marries Abigail, Nabal’s widow … 1 Sam. 25:39–42

Again spares Saul’s life … 1 Sam. 26:1–25

Dwells in Ziklag … 1 Sam. 27:5–7

Rejected by Philistines … 1 Sam. 29:1–11

Smites the Amalekites … 1 Sam. 30:1–31

Kills Saul’s murderer … 2 Sam. 1:1–16

Laments Saul’s death … 2 Sam. 1:17–27

D. King over Judah:

Anointed at Hebron … 2 Sam. 2:1–4, 11

List of supporters … 1 Chr. 12:23–40

Long war with Saul’s house … 2 Sam. 3:1

Abner, rebuffed, makes covenant with David … 2 Sam. 3:6–21

Mourns Abner’s death … 2 Sam. 3:28–39

Punishes Ishbosheth’s murderers … 2 Sam. 4:1–12

E. King over all Israel:

Anointed as king over Israel … 2 Sam. 5:1–5; 1 Chr. 11:1–3

Takes Zion from Jebusites … 2 Sam. 5:6–10

Builds a house … 2 Sam. 5:11

Strengthens kingdom … 2 Sam. 5:11–16

Strikes down the Philistines … 2 Sam. 5:17–25

Escorts ark to Jerusalem … 2 Sam. 6:1–16

Organizes worship … 1 Chr. 15:1–29

Organizes musicians … 1 Chr. 25:1–31

Blesses the people … 2 Sam. 6:17–19

Upbraided by Michal … 2 Sam. 6:20–23

Receives eternal covenant … 2 Sam. 7:1–29

Subdues many nations … 2 Sam. 8:1–18; 2 Sam. 10:1–19

Commits adultery with Bathsheba … 2 Sam. 11:1–27

Rebuked by Nathan … 2 Sam. 12:1–14

Repents … Ps. 32:1–11; Ps. 51:1–19

Death of the child … 2 Sam. 12:15–23

Family strife … 2 Sam. 13:1–20

Amnon killed … 2 Sam. 13:21–33

Absalom reurns … 2 Sam. 14:1–33

Absalom’s rebellion … 2 Sam. 15:1–30

Flees from Jerusalem … 2 Sam. 15:13–37

Mourns Absalom’s death … 2 Sam. 19:1–10

Returns to Jerusalem … 2 Sam. 19:15–43

Sheba’s revolt … 2 Sam. 20:1–26

Atones for Saul’s crime … 2 Sam. 21:1–14

Further conflicts … 2 Sam. 21:15–22

Song of deliverance … 2 Sam. 22:1–51

Last words of … 2 Sam. 23:1–7

His mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:8–39

Sins by numbering people … 2 Sam. 24:1–17

Buys Araunah’s threshing floor … 2 Sam. 24:18–25

Secures Solomon’s succession … 1 Kin. 1:5–53

Gives dying charge to Solomon … 1 Kin. 2:1–11

Reign of forty years … 1 Kin. 2:11

F. Spiritual significance of:

Prophet … Acts 2:29, 30

Musician … 2 Sam. 23:1

Inspired man … Matt. 22:43

Type of Christ … Jer. 23:5, 6

Name designates Christ … Ezek. 34:23, 24

Christ, Son of … Matt. 1:1

“Kingdom of” … Mark 11:10

“Throne of” … Luke 1:32

“Tabernacle of” … Acts 15:16

“Key of” … Is. 22:22

Faith … Heb. 11:32, 33

Covenant with … 2 Sam. 7:4–17

David, Root of—a title of Christ

Opens sealed book … Rev. 5:5

Jesus describes Himself as … Rev. 22:16

David, Tower of—fortress built by David, location now unknown

Symbolic of strength … Song 4:4

Dawn, Dawning

Worked from … Neh. 4:21

“The dawning of the day” … Job 3:9

Continually tossing until … Job 7:4

Murderer “rises with the light” … Job 24:14

Mary came to the grave at … Matt. 28:1; Luke 24:1

Day—a division of time

A. Natural uses of:

The daylight … Gen. 1:5, 16 

Twelve hours … John 11:9

Opposite of night … Mark 5:5

The civil day (24 hours) … Luke 13:14

Divisions of … Neh. 9:3

Security of … Gen. 8:22

B. Extended uses of:

Noah’s time … Matt. 24:37

Gospel age … John 9:4

Long period … 2 Pet. 3:8

C. Descriptive of:

Believers … 1 Thess. 5:5, 8

Christ’s return … 1 Thess. 5:2

Prophetic period … Dan. 12:11; Rev. 2:10

Eternity … Dan. 7:9, 13

Present age … Heb. 1:2

Day of the Lord

A. In Old Testament:

Punishment of faithless … Is. 13:6–13; Joel 1:15; Amos 5:18–20

Day of wrath … Is. 2:6–22

Restoration of remnant … Is. 4:2–6; Is. 10:20–22; Hos. 2:16–20

B. In New Testament:

The last times … Matt. 24:29; 2 Pet. 3:10

The great day … Rev. 16:14

Day, Joshua’s long

Described … Josh. 10:12–14

Day’s journey

Described as:

A distance … Gen. 30:36; Gen. 31:23

Traveled to make a sacrifice … Ex. 3:18; Ex. 5:3; Ex. 8:27

Deaconess—a female attendant in church ministry

Phoebe thus called (“a servant”) … Rom. 16:1

Deacons—church officers

Ordained by the apostles … Acts 6:1–6

Stephen, the first martyr of … Acts 6:5–15

Named with bishops … Phil. 1:1

Qualifications of … 1 Tim. 3:8–13

Dead—lacking life

A. Used literally of:

Lost physical functions … Rom. 4:19

Those in the other world … Rev. 20:12

B. Used figuratively of:

Unregenerate … Eph. 2:1

Unreal faith … James 2:17, 19

Decadent church … Rev. 3:1

Legal requirements … Heb. 9:14

Freedom from sin’s power … Rom. 6:2, 8, 11

Freedom from the Law … Rom. 7:4

Dead Sea

Called the:

Salt Sea … Gen. 14:3

Sea of the Arabah … Deut. 3:17

Deaf—unable to hear

Protection afforded … Lev. 19:14

Healing of … Matt. 11:5

Figurative of spiritual inability … Is. 42:18, 19

Figurative of patience … Ps. 38:13

Death, eternal

A. Described as:

Everlasting punishment … Matt. 25:46

Resurrection of condemnation … John 5:29

God’s wrath … 1 Thess. 1:10

Destruction … 2 Thess. 1:9; 2 Pet. 2:12

Second death … Rev. 20:14

B. Truths regarding:

A consequence of one’s sin … Gen. 3:17–19

The punishment of the wicked … Matt. 25:41, 46

Separates from God … 2 Thess. 1:9

Christ saves from … John 3:16

Saints shall escape from … 1 Cor. 15:54–58; Rev. 2:11

Vividly described … Luke 16:22–26

C. As sentence upon:

Those not believing the Son … John 3:36

Angels who sinned … 2 Pet. 2:4

The Beast and the False Prophet … Rev. 19:20

The devil … Rev. 20:10

Death and Hades … Rev. 20:14

Death, natural

A. Features regarding:

Consequence of sin … Rom. 5:12

Lot of all … Heb. 9:27

Ends earthly life … Eccl. 9:10

Christ delivers from fear of … Heb. 2:14, 15

Some escaped from … Gen. 5:24

Some will escape … 1 Cor. 15:51, 52

All to be raised from … Acts 24:15

Illustrates regeneration … Rom. 6:2

B. Described as:

Return to dust … Gen. 3:19

Removal of breath … Gen. 25:8; Acts 5:10

Removal from tent … 2 Cor. 5:1

Naked … 2 Cor. 5:3, 4

Sleep … John 11:11–14

Departure … Phil. 1:23

C. Recognition after:

Departed saints recognized by the living … Matt. 17:1–8; Matt. 27:52, 53

Greater knowledge in future world … 1 Cor. 13:12

The truth illustrated … Luke 16:19–24

Death of saints

A. Described as:

Sleep in Jesus … 1 Thess. 4:14

Blessed … Rev. 14:13

A gain … Phil. 1:21

Peace … Is. 57:1, 2

Crown of righteousness … 2 Tim. 4:8

B. Exemplified in:

Abraham … Gen. 25:8

Isaac … Gen. 35:28, 29

Jacob … Gen. 49:33

Elisha … 2 Kin. 13:14, 20

The criminal … Luke 23:39–43

Death of wicked

Result of sin … Rom. 5:12

Often punishment … Ex. 23:25–29; Is. 65:11, 12

Unpleasant for God … Ezek. 33:11

Without hope … 1 Thess. 4:13; Rev. 20:10, 14, 15

Death penalty—legal execution

By stoning … Deut. 13:6–10; Deut. 17:5

Debate—discussion, contention

With a neighbor … Prov. 25:9

Wicked, full of … Rom. 1:29

Saints must avoid … 2 Cor. 12:20

Debir—oracle

1. King of Eglon … Josh. 10:3–26

2. City of Judah … Josh. 15:15

Also called Kirjath Sepher … Josh. 15:15

Captured by Joshua … Josh. 10:38, 39

Recaptured by Othniel … Josh. 15:15–17; Judg. 1:11–13

Assigned to priests … Josh. 21:13, 15

3. A place east of the Jordan … Josh. 13:26

4. Town of Judah … Josh. 15:7

Deborah—a bee

1. Rebekah’s nurse … Gen. 35:8

2. A prophetess and judge … Judg. 4:4–14

Composed song of triumph … Judg. 5:1–31

Debt, debtor

A. Safeguards regarding:

No oppression allowed … Deut. 23:19, 20

Collateral protected … Ex. 22:25–27

Time limitation of … Deut. 15:1–18

Nonpayment forbidden … Neh. 5:4, 5

Debts to be honored … Rom. 13:6

Interest (usury) forbidden … Ezek. 18:8–17

Love, the unpayable … Rom. 13:8

Parable concerning … Matt. 18:23–35

B. Evils of:

Causes complaint … 2 Kin. 4:1–7

Produces strife … Jer. 15:10

Makes outlaws … 1 Sam. 22:2

Endangers property … Prov. 6:1–5

Brings slavery … Lev. 25:39, 47, 48

C. Figurative of:

Sins … Matt. 6:12

Works … Rom. 4:4

Moral obligation … Rom. 1:14

God’s mercy … Ps. 37:26

Decalogue (see Ten Commandments)

Decapolis—league of ten cities

Multitudes from, follow Jesus … Matt. 4:25

Jesus healed demon-possessed, preaches in … Mark 5:20

Deceit, deceivers, deception

A. The wicked:

Devise … Ps. 35:20

Speak … Jer. 9:8

Are full of … Rom. 1:29

Increase in … 2 Tim. 3:13

B. Agents of:

Satan … 2 Cor. 11:13, 14

Sin … Rom. 7:11

Self … 1 Cor. 3:18; James 1:22

Others … 2 Thess. 2:3; 2 Tim. 3:13

C. Warnings against:

Among religious workers … 2 Cor. 11:3–15

As a sign of apostasy … 2 Thess. 2:9, 10

Sign of latter days … 1 Tim. 4:1

As a sign of the Antichrist … 1 John 4:1–6

D. Examples of:

Eve … 1 Tim. 2:14

Abram … Gen. 12:11–13

Isaac … Gen. 26:6, 7

Jacob … Gen. 27:18–27

Joseph’s brothers … Gen. 37:28–32

Pharaoh … Ex. 8:29

David … 1 Sam. 21:12, 13

Amnon … 2 Sam. 13:6–14

Gehazi … 2 Kin. 5:20–27

Elisha … 2 Kin. 6:18–23

Herod … Matt. 2:7, 8

Pharisees … Matt. 22:15, 16

Peter … Mark 14:70, 71

Ananias and Sapphira … Acts 5:1–11

The earth … Rev. 13:11–14

Deceive—to delude or mislead

A. In Old Testament:

Eve, by Satan … Gen. 3:13

Israel, by the Midianites … Num. 25:17, 18

Joshua, by the Gibeonites … Josh. 9:22

B. Of Christians:

By flattering words … Rom. 16:18

By false report … 2 Thess. 2:3

By false reasoning … Col. 2:4

By evil spirits … 1 Tim. 4:1

By false prophets … Mark 13:22; 2 Tim. 3:13

Decision—determination to follow a course of action

A. Sources of:

Loyalty … Ruth 1:16

Prayer … 1 Sam. 23:1–13

The Lord … 1 Kin. 12:15

Satan … 1 Chr. 21:1

The world … Luke 14:16–24

Human need … Acts 11:27–30

Disagreement … Acts 15:36–41

Faith … Heb. 11:24–28

B. Wrong, leading to:

Spiritual decline … Gen. 13:7–11

Repentance … Heb. 12:16, 17

Defeat … Num. 14:40–45

Rejection … 1 Sam. 15:6–26

Apostasy … 1 Kin. 11:1–13

Division … 1 Kin. 12:12–20

Death … Acts 1:16–20

C. Good, manifested in:

Siding with the Lord … Ex. 32:26

Following God … Num. 14:24; Josh. 14:8

Loving God … Deut. 6:5

Seeking God … 2 Chr. 15:12

Obeying God … Neh. 10:28–30

Decision, valley of—location unknown

Called “Valley of Jehoshaphat” … Joel 3:2, 12

Refers to final judgment … Joel 3:1–21

Decisiveness—showing firmness of decision

In serving God … Josh. 24:15, 16; Heb. 11:24, 25

Toward family … Ruth 1:15–18

Toward a leader … 2 Kin. 2:1–6

To complete a task … Neh. 4:14–23

In morality … Gen. 39:10–12; Dan. 1:8

In prayer … Dan. 6:1–16

Decree—a course of action authoritatively determined

A. As a human edict:

Issued by kings … Dan. 6:7–14

Considered inflexible … Dan. 6:15–17

Published widely … Esth. 3:13–15; Luke 2:1

Providentially nullified … Esth. 8:3–17

Sometimes beneficial … Dan. 4:25–28

B. As a divine edict, to:

Govern nature … Jer. 5:22

Dedan—low

1. Raamah’s son … Gen. 10:7

2. Jokshan’s son … Gen. 25:3

3. Descendants of Raamah; a commercial people … Ezek. 27:15, 20; Ezek. 38:13

Dedication—setting apart for a sacred use

A. Of things:

Tabernacle … Ex. 40:34–38

Solomon’s temple … 1 Kin. 8:12–66

Second temple … Ezra 6:1–22

B. Offerings in, must be:

Voluntary … Lev. 22:18–25

Without blemish … Lev. 1:3

Unredeemable … Lev. 27:28, 29

C. Examples of:

Samuel … 1 Sam. 1:11, 22

The believer … Rom. 12:1, 2

Dedication, Feast of

Jesus attended … John 10:22, 23

Deeds—things done

A. Descriptive of one’s:

Past record … Luke 11:48

Present achievements … Acts 7:22

Future action … 2 Cor. 10:11

B. Expressive of one’s:

Evil nature … 2 Pet. 2:7, 8

Parentage … John 8:41

Record … Luke 24:19

Profession … 3 John 10

Love … 1 John 3:18

Judgment … Rom. 2:5, 6

C. Toward God:

Weighed … 1 Sam. 2:3

Wrong punished … Luke 23:41

D. Lord’s are:

Righteous … Judg. 5:11; 1 Sam. 12:7

Mighty … Ps. 106:2

Beyond description … Ps. 106:2

E. Considered positively:

Example of … Titus 2:7

Zealous for … Titus 2:14

Careful to engage in … Titus 3:8, 14

Stimulate to … Heb. 10:24

In heaven … Rev. 14:13

Deeds, the unbeliever’s

A. Described as:

Evil … Col. 1:21

Done in dark place … Is. 29:15

Abominable … Ps. 14:1

Unfruitful … Eph. 5:11

B. God’s attitude toward, will:

Never forget … Amos 8:7

Render according to … Prov. 24:12

Bring to judgment … Rev. 20:12, 13

C. Believer’s relation to:

Lay aside … Rom. 13:12

Not participate in … Eph. 5:11

Be delivered from … 2 Tim. 4:18

Deer

A. Literally:

Listed as clean … Deut. 14:5

Hurt by drought … Jer. 14:5

B. Figurative of:

Spiritual vivacity … 2 Sam. 22:34

Buoyancy of faith … Hab. 3:19

Good wife … Prov. 5:19

Defense—protection during attack

Of a city … 2 Kin. 19:34

Of Israel … Judg. 10:1

Of a plot … 2 Sam. 23:11, 12

Of the upright … Ps. 7:10

Of one accused … Acts 22:1

Of the gospel … Phil. 1:7, 16

Deference—respectful yielding to another

To a woman’s entreaty … Ruth 1:15–18

To an old man’s wish … 2 Sam. 19:31–40

Results in exaltation … Matt. 23:12

Commanded … Heb. 13:17

Defilement—making the pure impure

A. Ceremonial causes of:

Childbirth … Lev. 12:2–8

Leprosy … Lev. 13:3, 44–46

Bodily discharge … Lev. 15:1–15

Copulation … Lev. 15:17

Menstruation … Lev. 15:19–33

Touching the dead … Lev. 21:1–4, 11

B. Spiritual manifestations of:

Abominations … Jer. 32:34

C. Objects of:

Conscience … 1 Cor. 8:7

Fellowship … Heb. 12:15

Flesh … Jude 8

Hands … Mark 7:2

Defrauding—depriving others through deceit

Forbidden … Mark 10:19

To be accepted … 1 Cor. 6:5–8

Paul, not guilty of … 2 Cor. 7:2

Product of sexual immorality … 1 Thess. 4:3–6

Degrees—ascents; steps

The sundial … 2 Kin. 20:9–11

Rank in society … Luke 1:52

Advancement in service … 1 Tim. 3:13

Dehavites—people who settled in Samaria during the Exile

Opposed rebuilding of Jerusalem … Ezra 4:9–16

Deity of Christ (see Christ)

Delaiah—Yahweh has delivered

1. Descendant of Aaron … 1 Chr. 24:18

2. Son of Shemaiah; urges Jehoiakim not to burn Jeremiah’s scroll … Jer. 36:12, 25

3. Founder of a family … Ezra 2:60

4. A son of Elioenai … 1 Chr. 3:24

Delegation—an official commission

Coming to seek peace … Luke 14:32

Deliberation—careful consideration of elements involved in a decision

Necessary in life … Luke 14:28–32

Illustrated in Jacob … Gen. 32:1–23

Delicacies—savory food

Used as a warning … Prov. 23:3–6

Unrighteous fellowship … Ps. 141:4

Delight—great pleasure in something

A. Wrong kind of:

Showy display … Esth. 6:6–11

Physical strength … Ps. 147:10

Abominations … Is. 66:3

Sacrifices … Ps. 51:16; Is. 1:11

B. Right kind of:

God’s will … Ps. 40:8

God’s commandments … Ps. 112:1

God’s goodness … Neh. 9:25

Lord Himself … Ps. 37:4; Is. 58:14

Delilah—lustful

Deceives Samson … Judg. 16:4–22

Deliver—to rescue or save from evil

A. By Christ, from:

Trials … 2 Tim. 3:11

Evil … 2 Tim. 4:18; 2 Pet. 2:9

Death … 2 Cor. 1:10

Power of darkness … Col. 1:13

God’s wrath … 1 Thess. 1:10

B. Examples of, by God:

Noah … Gen. 8:1–22

Lot … Gen. 19:29, 30

Jacob … Gen. 33:1–16

Israel … Ex. 12:29–51

David … 1 Sam. 23:1–29

Jews … Esth. 9:1–19

Daniel … Dan. 6:13–27

Jesus … Matt. 2:13–23

Apostles … Acts 5:17–26

Paul … 2 Cor. 1:9, 10

Deluge, the—the Flood

A. Warnings of:

Believed by Noah … Heb. 11:7

Disbelieved by the world … 2 Pet. 2:5

B. Coming of:

Announced … Gen. 6:5–7

Dated … Gen. 7:11

Sudden … Matt. 24:38, 39

C. Purpose of:

Punish sin … Gen. 6:1–7

Destroy the world … 2 Pet. 3:5, 6

D. Its nonrepetition based on God’s:

Promise … Gen. 8:21, 22

Covenant … Gen. 9:9–11

Token (the rainbow) … Gen. 9:12–17

Pledge … Is. 54:9, 10

E. Type of:

Baptism … 1 Pet. 3:20, 21

Christ’s coming … Matt. 24:36–39

Destruction … Is. 28:2, 18

The end … 2 Pet. 3:5–15

Delusions, common—self-deception

Rejecting God’s existence … Ps. 14:1

Supposing God does not see … Ps. 10:1–11

Trusting in one’s heritage … Matt. 3:9

Living for time alone … Luke 12:17–19

Presuming on time … Luke 13:23–30

Believing the Antichrist … 2 Thess. 2:1–12

Denying facts … 2 Pet. 3:5, 16, 17

Demagogue—one who becomes a leader by mass prejudice

Absalom … 2 Sam. 15:2–12

Haman … Esth. 3:1–11

Judas of Galilee … Acts 5:37

Demas—popular

Follows Paul … Col. 4:14

Forsakes Paul … 2 Tim. 4:10

Demetrius

1. A silversmith at Ephesus … Acts 19:24–40

2. A good Christian … 3 John 12

Demon—an evil spirit

A. Nature of:

Evil … Luke 10:17, 18

Powerful … Luke 8:29

Numerous … Mark 5:8, 9

Unclean … Matt. 10:1

Under Satan … Matt. 12:24–30

B. Ability of:

Recognize Christ … Matt. 8:28, 29; Mark 1:23, 24

Recognize Paul … Acts 19:13–16

Possess human beings … Matt. 8:28, 29

Overcome men … Acts 19:13–16

Know their destiny … Matt. 8:29–33

Receive sacrifice … 1 Cor. 10:20

Instigate deceit … 1 Tim. 4:1

Demon possession

A. Recognized as:

Not insanity … Matt. 4:24

Not disease … Mark 1:32

Productive harm … Mark 5:1–5

B. Instances of deliverance from:

Man in the synagogue … Mark 1:23–26

Blind and mute man … Matt. 12:22, 23

Two men of the Gergesenes … Matt. 8:28–34

Mute man … Matt. 9:32, 33

Canaanite woman’s daughter … Matt. 15:22–28

Epileptic child … Matt. 17:14–21

Mary Magdalene … Mark 16:9

Denarius, Denarii

Debt of 100 … Matt. 18:28

Day laborer’s pay … Matt. 20:2–13





Roman coin … Matt. 22:19–21

Two, the cost of lodging … Luke 10:35

Ointment, worth 300 … John 12:5

Famine prices … Rev. 6:6

Den of lions

Daniel placed in … Dan. 6:16–24

Denial of Christ

A. The realm of:

Doctrine … Mark 8:38; 2 Tim. 1:8

Practice … Titus 1:16

B. The agents of:

Individuals … Matt. 26:69–75

Jews … John 18:39, 40

False teachers … 2 Pet. 2:1

Antichrist … 1 John 2:22, 23

C. The consequences of:

Christ denies them … Matt. 10:33

They merit destruction … 2 Pet. 2:1

Deportation—exile from a nation

Captives carried into … 2 Kin. 15:29

To Babylon … 2 Kin. 24:8–17

Deposit—a pledge of full payment

The Holy Spirit in the heart … 2 Cor. 1:22

Given by God … 2 Cor. 5:5

Guarantee of future redemption … Eph. 1:13, 14

Depravity of humankind

A. Extent of:

Universal … Gen. 6:5

In the heart … Jer. 17:9

The whole being … Rom. 3:9–19

From birth … Ps. 51:5

B. Effects of:

Impenitence … Rom. 2:5

Inability to listen … Jer. 17:23; 2 Pet. 2:14, 19

Lovers of evil … John 3:19

Defilement of conscience … Titus 1:15, 16

Deputy—a person empowered to act for another

King … 1 Kin. 22:47

Derbe—a city of Lycaonia

Paul visits … Acts 14:6, 20

Paul meets Timothy here … Acts 16:1

Gaius, native of … Acts 20:4

Derision—contempt manifested by laughter

Heaped on God’s people … Jer. 20:7, 8

Descend

As a dove … Matt. 3:16; John 1:32

The angels of God … John 1:51

Lord to lower parts of earth … Eph. 4:9

Lord from Heaven … 1 Thess. 4:17

Desert—a wilderness place

Israel journeys through … Is. 48:21

Place of great temptation … Ps. 106:14

Rejoicing of, predicted … Is. 35:1

A highway in … Is. 40:3

John’s home in … Luke 1:80

Israel received manna in … John 6:31

Desertion—forsaking a person or thing

Jesus, by His disciples … Matt. 26:56

Jesus, by God … Matt. 27:46

Paul, by others … 2 Tim. 4:16

Christ, by professed followers … 2 Pet. 2:15

Desire, sinful

A. Causes of:

Learning evil … Rom. 16:19

Making provision for flesh … Rom. 13:14

Not fearing God … Prov. 8:13; Prov. 9:10

Not seeing consequences of sin … Ex. 34:6, 7; Rom. 6:23; Heb. 11:25

B. Fruits of:

Evil inclinations … Rom. 7:7, 8

Unchastity … 1 Thess. 4:5

Reprobation … Rom. 1:21–32

C. Remedy for:

Repentance … 2 Cor. 7:9, 10; James 4:9, 10

Submitting to God … Rom. 12:1, 2; James 4:7

Resisting the devil … James 4:7

Drawing near to God … James 4:8

Walking in the Spirit … Rom. 8:1–8

Desire, spiritual

Renewed fellowship … 1 Thess. 2:17

Church office … 1 Tim. 3:1

Spiritual knowledge … 1 Pet. 2:2

Spiritual gifts … 1 Cor. 14:1

Desire of All Nations

A title descriptive of the Messiah … Hag. 2:6, 7

Despair—a hopeless state

A. Results from:

Heavy burdens … Num. 11:10–15

Disobedience … 1 Sam. 28:16–25

Disappointment … 2 Sam. 17:23

Impending death … Esth. 7:1–10

Futility of human things … Eccl. 6:1–12

Rejection … Matt. 27:3–5

Rebellion against God … Rev. 9:4–6

Hopelessness … Luke 16:23–31

B. Remedies against:

Hope in God … Ps. 42:5, 11

God’s faithfulness … 1 Cor. 10:13

Accept God’s chastening … Heb. 12:5–11

Cast your care upon the Lord … 1 Pet. 5:7

Despondency—depression of spirits

A. Causes of:

Mourning … Gen. 37:34, 35

Sickness … Is. 38:9–12

Sorrow … 2 Sam. 18:32, 33; 2 Cor. 2:7

Adversity … Job 9:16–35

Fears … 2 Cor. 7:5, 6

B. Examples of:

Moses … Ex. 14:15

Joshua … Josh. 7:7–9

Elijah … 1 Kin. 19:2, 4

David … Ps. 42:6

Jonah … Jon. 4:3, 8

Two disciples … Luke 24:13–17

Destitute—a state of extreme need

The soul … Ps. 102:17

The body … James 2:14–17

Spiritual realities … Prov. 15:21

Destruction—a state of ruin

A. Past:

Cities … Gen. 19:29

People … 1 Cor. 10:9, 10

Nations … Jer. 48:42

B. Present:

Satan’s power of … 1 Cor. 5:5

Power of lusts … 1 Tim. 6:9

Wicked on way to … Rom. 3:16

C. Future:

Those appointed to … Prov. 31:8; 2 Pet. 2:12

Those fitted for … Rom. 9:22

End of the enemies of Christ … Phil. 3:18, 19

Sudden … 1 Thess. 5:3

Swift … 2 Pet. 2:1

Everlasting … 2 Thess. 1:9

Determinate counsel

God’s fixed purpose … Acts 2:22, 23

Determination—resolute persistence

Against popular opposition … Num. 13:26–31; Num. 14:1–9

Against great numbers … 1 Sam. 14:1–5

Beyond human advice … 2 Kin. 2:1–6

In perilous situation … Esth. 4:10–16

In spite of persecution … Acts 6:8–7:60

Deuel—invocation of God

Father of Eliasaph … Num. 1:14

Deuteronomy, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Written and spoken by Moses … Deut. 31:9, 22, 24

Devil—the chief opponent of God

A. Titles of:

Abaddon … Rev. 9:11

Accuser … Rev. 12:10

Adversary … 1 Pet. 5:8

Angel of the bottomless pit … Rev. 9:11

Apollyon … Rev. 9:11

Beelzebub … Matt. 12:24

Belial … 2 Cor. 6:15

God of this age … 2 Cor. 4:4

Murderer … John 8:44

Prince of demons … Matt. 12:24

Prince of the power of the air … Eph. 2:2

Ruler of darkness … Eph. 6:12

Ruler of this world … John 14:30

Satan … Luke 10:18

Serpent … Gen. 3:4

Serpent of old … Rev. 20:2

Wicked one … Matt. 13:19

B. Origin of:

Heart lifted up in pride … Is. 14:12–20

Perfect until sin came … Ezek. 28:14–19

Greatest of fallen angels … Rev. 12:7–9

Tempts man to sin … Gen. 3:1–7 

Father of lies … John 8:44

C. Character of:

Cunning … Gen. 3:1 ; 2 Cor. 11:3

Slanderous … Job 1:9

Fierce … Luke 8:29

Deceitful … 2 Cor. 11:14

Powerful … Eph. 2:2

Proud … 1 Tim. 3:6

Cowardly … James 4:7

Wicked … 1 John 2:13

D. Power of, over the wicked:

They are his children … Acts 13:10; 1 John 3:10

They do his will … John 8:44

He possesses … Luke 22:3

He blinds … 2 Cor. 4:4

He deceives … Rev. 20:7, 8

He ensnares … 1 Tim. 3:7

They are punished with him … Matt. 25:41

E. Power of, over God’s people:

Tempt … 1 Chr. 21:1

Afflict … Job 2:7

Oppose … Zech. 3:1

Sift … Luke 22:31

Deceive … 2 Cor. 11:3

Disguise … 2 Cor. 11:14, 15

F. The believer’s power over:

Watch against … 2 Cor. 2:10, 11

Fight against … Eph. 6:11–16

Resist … James 4:7; 1 Pet. 5:9

Overcome … 1 John 2:13; Rev. 12:10, 11

G. Christ’s triumph over:

Predicted … Gen. 3:15

Portrayed … Matt. 4:1–11

Proclaimed … Luke 10:18

Perfected … Mark 3:22–28

Devotion to God

A. How?

With our wholeselves … Prov. 3:9; Rom. 12:1; 1 Cor. 6:20

B. Why? Because of:

God’s goodness … 1 Sam. 12:24; 1 Thess. 2:12

Christ’s death … 2 Cor. 5:15

Our redemption … 1 Cor. 6:19, 20

Devotion to the ministry of saints

Household of Stephanas … 1 Cor. 16:15

Devotions, morning

Jacob’s … Gen. 28:16–18

Samuel’s parents’ … 1 Sam. 1:17–19

Hezekiah’s … 2 Chr. 29:20–31

Job’s … Job 1:5

The psalmist’s (David’s) … Ps. 5:3

Jesus’ … Mark 1:35

Devout—pious, religious, sincere

Simeon … Luke 2:25

Cornelius … Acts 10:1, 2, 7

Ananias … Acts 22:12

Those who buried Stephen … Acts 8:2

Converts … Acts 13:43

Women of Antioch … Acts 13:50

Greeks in Thessalonica … Acts 17:4

Gentiles … Acts 17:17

Men … Is. 57:1

Dew—moisture condensed on the earth

A. Used literally of:

Natural dew … Ex. 16:13, 14

Brought manna … Num. 11:9

A miraculous test … Judg. 6:37–40

A curse … 1 Kin. 17:1; Hag. 1:10

B. Used figuratively of:

God’s blessings … Gen. 27:28

God’s truth … Deut. 32:2

The Messiah … Is. 26:19

Human fickleness … Hos. 6:4

Peace and harmony … Ps. 133:3

Dexterity—skill in using one’s hands or body

Of 700 men … Judg. 20:16

David’s … 1 Sam. 17:40–50

Diadem—a crown

Reserved for God’s people … Is. 28:5

Restored by grace … Is. 62:3

Dial—an instrument for telling time

Miraculous movement of … Is. 38:8

Diamond—crystallized carbon

Sacred … Ex. 28:18

Precious … Ezek. 28:13

Diana, Artemis—the mother-goddess of Asia Minor (known as Cybele)

Worship of, at Ephesus, creates uproar … Acts 19:23–41

Diblah—rounded cake

An unidentified place … Ezek. 6:14

Diblaim—twin fig cakes

Hosea’s father-in-law … Hos. 1:3

Dibon—a wasting away

1. Amorite town … Num. 21:30

Taken by Israel … Num. 32:2–5

Rebuilt by Gadites … Num. 32:34

Called Dibon Gad … Num. 33:45, 46

Later given to Reubenites … Josh. 13:9, 15, 17

Destruction of, foretold … Jer. 48:18, 22

2. A village of Judah … Neh. 11:25

Dibri—loquacious; wordy

A Danite … Lev. 24:11–14

Dictator—ruler with absolute authority

A. Powers of, to:

Take life … 1 Kin. 2:45, 46

Judge … 1 Kin. 10:9

Tax … 2 Kin. 15:19, 20

Levy labor … 1 Kin. 5:13–15

Make war … 1 Kin. 20:1

Form alliances … 1 Kin. 15:18, 19

B. Examples, evil:

Pharaoh … Ex. 1:8–22

Ahab … 1 Kin. 16:28–33

Herod … Matt. 2:16

C. Examples, benevolent:

Solomon … 1 Kin. 8:12–21; 1 Kin. 10:23, 24

Cyrus … Ezra 1:1–4

Diet

Of the Hebrews … Lev. 11:1–47

Differing weights

Prohibited … Deut. 25:13, 14

Difficulties—problems hard to solve

A. Kinds of:

Mental … Ps. 139:6, 14

Moral … Ps. 38:1–22

Theological … John 6:48–60

B. Examples of:

Birth of a child in old age … Gen. 18:9–15

Testing of Abraham … Gen. 22:1–14

Slaughter of Canaanites … Ex. 23:27–33

God’s providence … Ps. 44:1–26

Prosperity of wicked … Ps. 73:1–28

Israel’s unbelief … John 12:39–41

C. Negative attitudes toward:

Rebellion against … Num. 21:4, 5

Unbelief under … Heb. 3:12–19

D. Positive attitudes toward:

Submission under … Num. 14:7–9

Prayer concerning … Mark 11:23, 24

Admission of … 2 Pet. 3:15, 16

Diklah—palm tree

Son of Joktan … Gen. 10:27

Dilean—cucumber

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:38

Dilemma—unpleasant alternatives

Given to David … 1 Chr. 21:9–17

Presented to Jews … Matt. 21:23–27

Diligence—faithful applications to one’s work

A. Manifested in:

A child’s education … Deut. 6:6, 7

Dedicated service … Rom. 12:11

A minister’s task … 2 Tim. 4:1–5

B. Special objects of:

The soul … Deut. 4:9

God’s commandments … Deut. 6:17

The heart … Prov. 4:23

Christian qualities … 2 Pet. 1:5–9

One’s calling … 2 Pet. 1:10

C. Rewards of:

Prosperity … Prov. 10:4

Ruling hand … Prov. 12:24

Perseverance … 2 Pet. 1:10

Dimnah—dung heap

City of Zebulun … Josh. 21:35

Same as Rimmon … 1 Chr. 6:77

Dimon—riverbed

Place in Moab … Is. 15:9

Dimonah

Town in Judah … Josh. 15:22

Same as Dibon … Neh. 11:25

Dinah—judgment

Daughter of Leah … Gen. 30:20, 21

Defiled by Shechem … Gen. 34:1–24

Avenged by brothers … Gen. 34:25–31

Guilt concerning … Gen. 49:5–7

Dinaites

Foreigners who settled in Samaria … Ezra 4:9

Dinhabah—give judgment

City of Edom … Gen. 36:32

Dionysius—of the (god) Dionysos

Prominent Athenian; converted by Paul … Acts 17:34

Diotrephes—nurtured by Zeus

Unruly church member … 3 John 9, 10

Diplomacy—the art of managing affairs of state

Joseph, an example in … Gen. 41:33–46

Mordecai’s advancement in … Esth. 10:1–3

Daniel’s ability in … Dan. 2:48, 49

Paul’s resort to … Acts 21:20–25

Disappointment—the nonfulfillment of one’s hopes

A. Concerning one’s:

Sons … 1 Sam. 2:12–17

Mate … 1 Sam. 25:23–31

Failure … 2 Sam. 17:23

Wisdom … Eccl. 1:12–18

Acceptance … Jer. 20:7–9

Mission … Jon. 4:1–9

Hopes … Luke 24:17–24

B. Antidotes against:

Let trust prevail … Hab. 3:17–19

Put God first … Hag. 1:2–14

Accept God’s plan … Rom. 8:28

Remember God’s promises … Heb. 6:10–12

Disarmament—abolishing weapons of war

Imposed upon Israel … 1 Sam. 13:19–22

Figurative of peace … Is. 2:4

Discernment, spiritual

Requested by Solomon … 1 Kin. 3:9–14

Prayed for by the psalmist … Ps. 119:18

Sought by Daniel … Dan. 7:15, 16

Denied to the unregenerate … 1 Cor. 2:14

Necessity of … 1 John 4:1–6

Disciples—followers of a teacher

John the Baptist’s … John 1:35

Jesus’ … John 2:2

Moses’ … John 9:28

False teachers’ … Acts 20:30

Discipleship—adherence to a teacher’s faith

A. Tests of:

Obedience … John 14:15

Faithfulness … John 15:8

Perseverance … John 8:31

Love … John 13:35

Humility … Matt. 10:24, 25

Surrender of all … Luke 14:26, 33

Bearing the cross … Matt. 16:25

B. Rewards of:

Acknowledged by Christ … Matt. 12:49, 50

Enlightened by Christ … John 8:12

Guided by the Spirit … John 16:13

Honored by the Father … John 12:26

Discipline of the church

A. Needed to:

Maintain sound faith … Titus 1:13

Correct disorder … 2 Thess. 3:6–15

Remove the wicked … 1 Cor. 5:3–5, 13

B. How performed:

In gentleness … Gal. 6:1

In love … 2 Cor. 2:6–8

In submission … Heb. 13:17

For edification … 2 Cor. 10:8

Discipline, parental

A. Needed to:

Produce understanding … Prov. 10:13

Drive out foolishness … Prov. 22:15

Deliver from hell (Sheol) … Prov. 23:13, 14

Produce obedience … Prov. 19:18

Develop reverence … Heb. 12:8–10

B. How performed:

By instruction … Prov. 1:8, 9

With the rod … Prov. 13:24

Without anger … Eph. 6:4

In love … Heb. 12:5–7

Disclosure—an unfolding of the unknown

A person’s identity … Gen. 45:1–5

Desirable information … 1 Sam. 23:10–12

God’s plan … Rom. 16:25–27

Discontentment—unhappy at the condition of things

Between Abram’s and Lot’s herdsmen … Gen. 13:8

Between Jacob and Laban … Gen. 31:1–16

Between Moses and Miriam … Num. 12:1–16

Among soldiers … Luke 3:14

Among the disciples … Luke 9:46

Discord—lack of love; disagreement

Caused by contention … Prov. 26:20, 21

Envy … 1 Cor. 3:3

Caused by lies … Prov. 6:16–19

Among a people … John 6:41–43

Discouragement—depression of one’s spirit

A. Causes of:

Heavy burden … Num. 11:10–15

Defeat … Josh. 7:7–9

Apparent failure … 1 Kin. 19:2–4

Sickness … Is. 38:9–20

B. Remedies against:

“What are you doing here?” … 1 Kin. 19:9–18

“Cast your burden on the LORD” … Ps. 55:22

“Come aside by yourselves” … Mark 6:31

“Lift up your heads” … Luke 21:28

Discourtesy—rudeness in manners

Nabal’s … 1 Sam. 25:3, 14

Hanun’s … 2 Sam. 10:1–5

Simon’s … Luke 7:44

Discretion—action based upon caution

Joseph chosen for … Gen. 41:33, 39

The value of … Prov. 2:11

A woman without … Prov. 11:22

Women to have … Titus 2:5

God teaches … Is. 28:26

Trait of a good person … Ps. 112:5

Discrimination—making distinctions

A. Forbidden, on basis of:

Wealth … James 2:1–9

Personal righteousness … Rom. 3:10, 23

B. Between truth and error:

Test the spirits … 1 John 4:1–6

Spirit of truth … John 14:16, 17

Word is truth … Ps. 119:160; John 17:17

Satan, father of lies … John 8:44

C. Between God’s Word and man’s:

Paul preached … 1 Thess. 2:13

God’s Word inspired … 2 Tim. 3:16

By Spirit … 1 Cor. 2:10–16

Diseases—physical impairments of health

A. Kinds of:

Atrophy … Job 16:8

Blindness … Matt. 9:27

Boil … 2 Kin. 20:7

Boils … Ex. 9:10

Bowed back … Luke 13:13

Consumption … Deut. 28:22

Deafness … Mark 7:32

Dropsy … Luke 14:2

Dumbness … Matt. 9:32

Dysentery … 2 Chr. 21:12–19

Epilepsy … Matt. 4:24

Fever … Matt. 8:14, 15

Flow of blood … Matt. 9:20

Inflammation … Deut. 28:22

Insanity … Dan. 4:33

Itch … Deut. 28:27

Leprosy … 2 Kin. 5:1

Paralysis … Matt. 4:24

Plague … 2 Sam. 24:15–25

Scab … Deut. 28:27

Sores … Luke 16:20

Tumors … 1 Sam. 5:6, 12

Weakness … Ps. 102:23

B. Causes of:

Man’s original sin … Gen. 3:16–19

Man’s actual sin … 2 Kin. 5:25–27; 2 Chr. 21:12–19

Satan’s afflictions … Job 2:7; Luke 13:16

God’s sovereign will … John 9:1–3; 2 Cor. 12:7–10

C. Cures of:

From God … 2 Chr. 16:12; Ps. 103:2, 3

By Jesus … Matt. 4:23, 24

By prayer … James 5:14, 15

By the use of means … Is. 38:21; Luke 10:34

By laying on of hands … Acts 28:8, 9

See Sick

Disfigured face

Disqualifies for service … Lev. 21:18

Disgrace—shame produced by evil conduct

Treachery … 2 Sam. 10:1–5

Private … 2 Sam. 13:6–20

Public … Esth. 6:6–13

Posthumous … Jer. 8:1–3

Permanent … Matt. 27:21–25

Paramount … Matt. 27:26–44

Disgraceful—contemptuous reproach or shame

Immorality … Gen. 34:7

Transgression … Josh. 7:15

Rape … 2 Sam. 13:12

Dish

Tabernacle implement … Ex. 25:29

Figurative of annihilating Jerusalem … 2 Kin. 21:13

Dishan—antelope

Son of Seir … Gen. 36:21, 28

Dishes—platters used for food

In the tabernacle … Ex. 25:29

A common … Matt. 26:23

Devastating judgment compared to washing of … 2 Kin. 21:13

Dishon—antelope

1. Son of Seir … Gen. 36:21–30

2. Grandson of Seir … Gen. 36:25

Dishonesty—untruthfulness

A. Manifested in:

Half-truths … Gen. 12:11–20

Trickery … Gen. 27:6–29

Falsifying one’s word … Gen. 34:1–31

Wicked devices … Prov. 1:10–19

Theft … John 12:4–6

Unpaid wages … James 5:4

B. Consequences of:

Uncovered by God … 1 Kin. 21:17–26

Uncovered by men … Josh. 9:3–22

Condemned by conscience … Matt. 27:3–5

Disobedience—rebellion against recognized authority

A. Sources of:

Satan’s temptations … Gen. 3:1–13 

Lust … James 1:13–15

Rebellion … Num. 20:10–24; 1 Sam. 15:16–23

B. Consequences of:

Death … Rom. 5:12–19

The Flood … 1 Pet. 3:18–20

Exclusion from the Promised Land … Num. 14:26–39

Defeat … Judg. 2:2, 11–15

Doom … 1 Pet. 2:7, 8

Disorderly—unruly and irregular

Paul not guilty … 1 Thess. 5:14

Some guilty … 2 Thess. 3:6–11

Dispensation—a stewardship or administration

Of divine working … Eph. 1:10

Paul’s special privilege in … Eph. 3:2

Dispersion—a scattering abroad

Of Noah’s generation … Gen. 11:8

Of Israelites … 2 Kin. 17:5, 6

Because of disobedience … Hos. 9:1–12

Of the early Christians … 1 Pet. 1:1

Display—an unusual exhibition

A. Of God’s:

Power … Ex. 14:23–31

Glory … Ex. 33:18–23

Wrath … Num. 16:23–35

Universe … Job 38:1–41

Holiness … Is. 6:1–10

Love … John 3:16

B. Of human:

Kingdom … Esth. 1:2–7

Pride … Esth. 5:10, 11

Wealth … Is. 39:1, 2

Hypocrisy … Luke 20:46, 47

Displeasure—disapproval; anger

God’s, at people … 1 Chr. 21:7

Person’s, at God … Jon. 4:1

People’s, at people … Mark 10:41

Disposition—natural temperament

Ambitious Absalom … 2 Sam. 15:1–6

Boastful Nebuchadnezzar … Dan. 4:30

Cowardly Peter … Matt. 26:57, 58

Devilish Judas … John 13:20–30

Envious Saul … 1 Sam. 18:6–12

Foolish Nabal … 1 Sam. 25:10–25

Gullible Haman … Esth. 6:6–11

Humble Job … Job 1:20–22

Distress, distressed

Used of:

Lust … 2 Sam. 13:2

God’s punishment … Ps. 2:5

Ditch—a trench

Miraculously filled … 2 Kin. 3:16–20

Wicked fall into … Ps. 7:15

Blind leaders fall into … Luke 6:39

Diversity—variety

Among hearers … Mark 13:3–8

Of God’s gifts … 1 Cor. 12:4–11

Of God’s times … Heb. 1:1

Divination—attempt to foretell the unknown by occult means

A. Considered as:

System of fraud … Ezek. 13:6, 7

Lucrative employment … Acts 16:16

Abomination … Deut. 18:11, 12

Punishable by death … Lev. 20:6, 27

B. Practiced by:

Astrologers … Is. 47:13

Diviners … Deut. 18:14

False prophets … Jer. 14:14

Magicians … Gen. 41:8

Medium … Deut. 18:11 1 Sam. 28:7

Necromancer … Deut. 18:11

Soothsayers … Is. 2:6

Sorcerers … Acts 13:6, 8

Sorceress … Ex. 22:18

Spiritist … Deut. 18:11

Diviner’s Terebinth Tree

Tree or place where soothsayers performed … Judg. 9:37

Division—diversity; discord

A. Causes of:

Real faith … Luke 12:51–53

Carnal spirit … 1 Cor. 3:3

B. Opposed to:

Prayer of Christ … John 17:21–23

Unity of Christ … 1 Cor. 1:13

Unity of the church … John 10:16; 1 Cor. 12:13–25

Division of priests—assignments for service

Outlined by David … 1 Chr. 24:1–19

Determined by casting lots … 1 Chr. 24:5, 7

Of Zacharias … Luke 1:5

Divorce—breaking of the marriage tie

A. The Old Testament teaching:

Permitted … Deut. 24:1–3

Divorced may not return to first husband … Deut. 24:4

Denied to those making false claims … Deut. 22:13–19

Denied to those seducing a virgin … Deut. 22:28, 29

Unjust, reproved … Mal. 2:14–16

Required, foreign wives put away … Ezra 10:1–16

Disobedience, a cause among heathen … Esth. 1:10–22

A prophet’s concern with … Hos. 2:1–22

B. In the New Testament:

Marriage binding as long as life … Mark 10:2–9; Rom. 7:2, 3

Divorce allowed because of adultery … Matt. 5:27–32

Marriage of the divorced constitutes adultery … Luke 16:18

Reconciliation encouraged … 1 Cor. 7:10–17

Dizahab—abounding in gold

Location of Moses’ farewell addresses … Deut. 1:1

Doctrine—teaching

A. Statements of:

Foundational … Heb. 6:1, 2

Traditional … 1 Cor. 15:1–4

Creedal … 2 Tim. 3:16

B. Essentials of:

The Bible’s inspiration … 2 Tim. 3:16

Christ’s deity … 1 Cor. 12:3

Christ’s incarnation … 1 John 4:1–6

Christ’s resurrection … 1 Cor. 15:12–20

Christ’s return … 2 Pet. 3:3–13

Salvation by faith … Acts 2:38

C. Attitudes toward:

Obey … Rom. 6:17

Receive … 1 Cor. 15:1–4

Hold fast … 2 Tim. 1:13

Adorn … Titus 2:10

Doctrine, false

A. What constitutes:

Perverting the gospel … Gal. 1:6, 7; 1 John 4:1–6

Satanic deception … 2 Cor. 11:13–15

Doctrine, false—continued

B. Teachers of:

Deceive many … Matt. 24:5, 24

Attract many … 2 Pet. 2:2

Speak perverse things … Acts 20:30

Are savage … Acts 20:29

Deceitful … 2 Cor. 11:13

Ungodly … Jude 4, 8

Proud … 1 Tim. 6:3, 4

Corrupt … 2 Tim. 3:8

Love error … 2 Tim. 4:3, 4

C. Christian attitude toward:

Avoid … Rom. 16:17, 18

Test … 1 John 4:1

Detest … Jude 23

Dodai

An Ahohite … 1 Chr. 27:4

Dodanim

Fourth son of Javan … Gen. 10:4

Dodavah—beloved of Yahweh

Eliezer’s father … 2 Chr. 20:37

Dodo—loving

1. A descendant of Issachar … Judg. 10:1

2. A mighty man of David’s … 2 Sam. 23:9

Called Dodai … 1 Chr. 27:4

3. Father of Elhanan … 2 Sam. 23:24

Doe—female deer

Figurative of peaceful quietude … Song 2:7

Doeg—fearful

An Edomite; chief of Saul’s herdsmen … 1 Sam. 21:7

Betrays David … 1 Sam. 22:9, 10

Kills 85 priests … 1 Sam. 22:18, 19

Dogs—a domesticated animal

A. Described as:

Carnivorous … 1 Kin. 14:11

Blood-eating … 1 Kin. 21:19

Dangerous … Ps. 22:16

Domesticated … Matt. 15:26, 27

Unclean … Is. 66:3

B. Figurative of:

Promiscuity … Deut. 23:18

Contempt … 1 Sam. 17:43

Worthlessness … 2 Sam. 9:8

Satan … Ps. 22:20

Hypocrite … Matt. 7:6

Gentiles … Matt. 15:26

False teachers … 2 Pet. 2:22

The unsaved … Rev. 22:15

Dominion—supreme authority to govern

A. Humankind’s:

Delegated by God … Gen. 1:26–28 

Under God’s control … Jer. 25:12–33

Misused … Dan. 5:18–23

B. Satan’s:

Secured by rebellion … Is. 14:12–16

Offered to Christ … Luke 4:6

Destroyed by Christ … 1 John 3:8

Abolished at Christ’s return … 2 Thess. 2:8, 9

C. Christ’s:

Predicted … Is. 11:1–10

Announced … Luke 1:32, 33

Secured by His resurrection … Acts 2:24–36; Rev. 1:18

Perfected at His return … 1 Cor. 15:24–28

Donkey

A. Used for:

Riding … Gen. 22:3

Carrying burdens … Gen. 42:26

Food … 2 Kin. 6:25

Royalty … Judg. 5:10

B. Regulations concerning:

Not to be yoked with an ox … Deut. 22:10

To be rested on Sabbath … Ex. 23:12; Luke 13:15

To be redeemed with a lamb … Ex. 34:20

C. Special features regarding:

Spoke to Balaam … Num. 22:28–31

Knowing his owner … Is. 1:3

Jawbone kills many … Judg. 15:15–17

Jesus rides upon one … Zech. 9:9; Matt. 21:2, 5

All cared for by God … Ps. 104:1, 10, 11

D. Figurative of:

Wildness (in Hebrew, “wild donkey”) … Gen. 16:12

Stubbornness … Hos. 8:9

Promiscuity … Jer. 2:24

Door—an entrance

A. Used literally of:

City gates … Neh. 3:1–6

Prison gates … Acts 5:19

B. Used figuratively of:

Christ … John 10:7, 9

Christ’s return … Matt. 24:33

Day of salvation … Matt. 25:10

Inclusion of Gentiles … Acts 14:27

Opportunity … 2 Cor. 2:12

Doorkeeper

Descriptive of:

Maaseiah … Jer. 35:4

Watchman … Mark 13:34

Good Shepherd … John 10:3

One who was spoken to by a disciple … John 18:16

Doorpost

Private homes … Ex. 12:7

Servant’s ears pierced at … Ex. 21:6

Tabernacle … 1 Sam. 1:9

Command to strike … Amos 9:1

Dophkah—cattle driving

A desert encampment … Num. 33:12, 13

Dor—habitation

Jabin’s ally … Josh. 11:1, 2

Taken by Joshua … Josh. 12:23

Assigned to Manasseh … Josh. 17:11

Inhabitants not driven out … Judg. 1:27

Dorcas—gazelle

Good woman … Acts 9:36

Raised to life … Acts 9:37–42

Called Tabitha … Acts 9:36, 40

Dothan—wells

Ancient town … Gen. 37:14–25

Joseph sold there … Gen. 37:17–28

Elisha strikes Syrians at … 2 Kin. 6:8–23

Double-mindedness—inability to hold a fixed belief

Makes one unstable … James 1:8

Double-tongued—two-faced, hypocritical

Condemned in deacons … 1 Tim. 3:8

Doubt—uncertainty of mind

A. Objects of, Christ’s:

Miracles … Matt. 12:24–30

Resurrection … John 20:24–29

Messiahship … Luke 7:19–23

Return … 2 Pet. 3:4

B. Causes of:

Satan … Gen. 3:4 

Unbelief … Luke 1:18–20

Worldly wisdom … 1 Cor. 1:18–25

Spiritual instability … James 1:6, 7

C. Removal of, by:

Putting God to the test … Judg. 6:36–40; John 7:16–18

Searching the Scriptures … Acts 17:11, 12

Believing God’s Word … Luke 16:27–31

Dove—pigeon

A. Features regarding:

Sent from ark … Gen. 8:8, 10, 12

Sold in temple … Matt. 21:12

B. Figurative of:

Loveliness … Song 2:14

Desperate mourning … Is. 38:14

Foolish insecurity … Hos. 7:11

Israel’s restoration … Hos. 11:11

Holy Spirit … Matt. 3:16

Harmlessness … Matt. 10:16

Dove’s dropping

Sold in Samaria … 2 Kin. 6:25

Dowry—gifts given to bride’s father for the bride

A. Regulations regarding:

Sanctioned in the Law … Ex. 22:16, 17

Amount of, specified … Deut. 22:28, 29

Sometimes given by bride’s father … Josh. 15:16–19

B. Instances of:

Abraham (Isaac) for Rebekah … Gen. 24:22–53

Jacob for Rachel … Gen. 29:15–20

Shechem for Dinah … Gen. 34:11–14

David for Michal … 1 Sam. 18:20–25

Dragon

Applied to:

Satan … Rev. 12:9

Antichrist … Rev. 12:3

Drawers of water—a lowly servant classification

Women … Gen. 24:13; 1 Sam. 9:11

Defeated enemies … Josh. 9:21

Young men … Ruth 2:9

Included in covenant … Deut. 29:10–13

Dreams—thoughts visualized in sleep

A. Purposes of:

Restrain from evil … Gen. 20:3

Reveal God’s will … Gen. 28:11–22

Encourage … Judg. 7:13–15

Reveal future … Gen. 37:5–10

Instruct … Matt. 1:20

B. The interpretation of:

Sought anxiously … Dan. 2:1–3

Belong to God … Gen. 40:8

Revealed by God … Gen. 40:8

Sought for God’s will … Num. 12:6

Sometimes delusive … Is. 29:7, 8

False, by false prophets … Deut. 13:1–5

C. Notable examples of:

Abimelech … Gen. 20:3

Jacob … Gen. 28:10, 12

Laban … Gen. 31:24

Joseph … Gen. 37:5

Pharaoh … Gen. 41:1–13

Unnamed person … Judg. 7:13, 14

Solomon … 1 Kin. 3:5–10

Job … Job 7:14

Nebuchadnezzar … Dan. 2:1–13

Joseph … Matt. 1:19, 20

Pilate’s wife … Matt. 27:13, 19

Dregs—the sediments of liquids; grounds

Wicked shall drink down … Ps. 75:8

Contains God’s fury … Is. 51:17, 22

Figurative of negligence and ease … Jer. 48:11

Drink—to swallow liquids

A. Used literally of:

Water … Gen. 24:14

Wine … Gen. 9:21

B. Used figuratively of:

Famine … 2 Kin. 18:27

Misery … Is. 51:22, 23

Married pleasure … Prov. 5:15–19

Unholy alliances … Jer. 2:18

God’s blessings … Zech. 9:15–17

Spiritual communion … John 6:53, 54

Holy Spirit … John 7:37–39

Drink offerings

Of wine … Hos. 9:4

Of water … 1 Sam. 7:6

Dromedary—a specie of camel

Noted for speed … Jer. 2:23

Figurative of gospel blessings … Is. 60:6

Dropsy—an unnatural accumulation of fluid in parts of the body

Healing of … Luke 14:2–4

Dross—impurities separated from metals

Result of refinement … Prov. 25:4

Figurative of Israel … Is. 1:22, 25

Drought—an extended dry season

Unbearable in the day … Gen. 31:40

Seen in the wilderness … Deut. 8:15

Comes in summer … Ps. 32:4

Sent as a judgment … Hag. 1:11

Only God can stop … Jer. 14:22

Descriptive of spiritual barrenness … Jer. 14:1–7

The wicked dwell in … Jer. 17:5, 6

The righteous endure … Jer. 17:8

Longest … 1 Kin. 18:1; Luke 4:25

Drown

Of the Egyptians … Ex. 14:27–30

Jonah saved from … Jon. 1:15–17

Of severe judgment … Matt. 18:6

The woman saved from … Rev. 12:15, 16

Figurative of lusts … 1 Tim. 6:9

Drowsiness—the mental state preceding sleep

Prelude to poverty … Prov. 23:21

Disciples guilty of … Matt. 26:36–43

Drunkenness—state of intoxication

A. Evils of:

Debases … Gen. 9:21, 22

Provokes brawling … Prov. 20:1

Poverty … Prov. 23:21

Perverts justice … Is. 5:22, 23

Confuses the mind … Is. 28:7

Licentiousness … Rom. 13:13

Disorderliness … Matt. 24:48–51

Hinders watchfulness … 1 Thess. 5:6, 7

B. Actual instances of the evil of:

Defeat in battle … 1 Kin. 20:16–21

Degradation … Esth. 1:10, 11

Debauchery … Dan. 5:1–4

Weakness … Amos 4:1

Disorder … 1 Cor. 11:21, 22

C. Penalties of:

Death … Deut. 21:20, 21

Exclusion from fellowship … 1 Cor. 5:11

Exclusion from heaven … 1 Cor. 6:9, 10

D. Figurative of:

Destruction … Is. 49:26

Roaring waves … Ps. 107:25–27

Giddiness … Is. 19:14

Error … Is. 28:7

Spiritual blindness … Is. 29:9–11

International chaos … Jer. 25:15–29

Persecution … Rev. 17:6

Drusilla—feminine of “Drusus”

Wife of Felix; hears Paul … Acts 24:24, 25

Dumah—silence

1. Descendants (a tribe) of Ishmael … Gen. 25:14

2. Town in Judah … Josh. 15:52

Dumb—inability to speak

A. Used literally of dumbness:

Imposed … Ezek. 3:26, 27

Demonized … Mark 9:17, 25

B. Used figuratively of:

Inefficient leaders … Is. 56:10

Helplessness … 1 Cor. 12:2

See Mute

Dung—excrement; refuse

A. Used for:

Fuel … Ezek. 4:12, 15

Food in famine … 2 Kin. 6:25

B. Figurative of:

Something worthless … 2 Kin. 9:37

Dungeon—an underground prison

Joseph in … Gen. 40:8, 15

Jeremiah in … Jer. 37:16

Dunghills—heaps of manure

Pile of manure … Luke 14:34, 35

Dura—circuit, wall

Site of Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image … Dan. 3:1

Dust—powdery earth

A. Used literally of:

The human body … Gen. 2:7 

Dust of Egypt … Ex. 8:16, 17

Particles of soil … Num. 5:17

B. Used figuratively of:

Humankind’s mortality … Gen. 3:19

Descendants … Gen. 13:16

Judgment … Deut. 28:24

Act of cursing … 2 Sam. 16:13

Dejection … Job 2:12

Subjection … Is. 49:23

The grave … Is. 26:19

Rejection … Matt. 10:14

Duty—an obligation

A. Toward others:

Husband to wife … Eph. 5:25–33

Wife to husband … Eph. 5:22–24

Parents to children … Eph. 6:4

Children to parents … Eph. 6:1–3

Subjects to rulers … 1 Pet. 2:12–20

Rulers to subjects … Rom. 13:1–7

One toward another … 1 Pet. 3:8–16

The weak … 1 Cor. 8:1–13

B. Toward God:

Love … Deut. 11:1

Obey … Matt. 12:50

Serve … 1 Thess. 1:9

Worship … John 4:23

Dwarf—a diminutive person

Excluded from priesthood … Lev. 21:20

Dwell, to

A. Descriptive of:

Abram in Egypt … Gen. 12:10

Jacob with Laban … Gen. 32:4

Israel in Egypt … Gen. 47:4

Stranger … Ex. 12:48, 49

Wandering Levite … Deut. 18:6

Naomi in Moab … Ruth 1:1

Remnant in Egypt … Jer. 42:15–22

Jews in captivity … Ezra 1:4

B. Characterized by:

Simplicity of living … Heb. 11:9

Being among enemies … 2 Kin. 8:1, 2

Lord’s blessing … Gen. 26:2, 3

C. Figurative of:

Christian in the world … 1 Pet. 1:17

See Foreigners; Strangers

Dwelling, God

In the tabernacle … Ex. 29:43–46

In the temple … 1 Kin. 6:11–13; 2 Chr. 7:1–3

In Zion … Is. 8:18

In Christ … Col. 2:9

Among people … John 1:14

In our hearts … 1 John 4:12–16

In the Holy Spirit … 1 Cor. 3:16

In the New Jerusalem … Rev. 7:15

Dyeing—coloring

Leather … Ex. 25:5

Dysentery

Cured by Paul … Acts 28:8


E

Eagle—a bird of prey of the falcon species

A. Described as:

Unclean … Lev. 11:13

A bird of prey … Job 9:26

Large … Ezek. 17:3, 7

Swift … 2 Sam. 1:23

Keen in vision … Job 39:27–29

Nesting high … Jer. 49:16

B. Figurative of:

God’s care … Ex. 19:4

Swift armies … Jer. 4:13

Spiritual renewal … Is. 40:31

Flight of riches … Prov. 23:5

False security … Jer. 49:16

Ear—the organ of hearing

A. Ceremonies respecting:

Priest’s, anointed … Ex. 29:20

Leper’s, anointed … Lev. 14:2, 14, 25

Servant’s bored … Ex. 21:5, 6

B. The hearing of the unregenerate:

Deafened … Deut. 29:4

Stopped … Ps. 58:4

Dulled … Matt. 13:15

Disobedient … Jer. 7:23, 24

Uncircumcised … Acts 7:51

Itching … 2 Tim. 4:3, 4

C. Promises concerning, in:

Prophecy … Is. 64:4

Fulfillment … Matt. 13:16, 17

A miracle … Mark 7:35

A foretaste … 2 Cor. 12:4

Final realization … 1 Cor. 2:9

Early, arose

A. For spiritual purposes:

Abraham—looked on Sodom and Gomorrah … Gen. 19:27, 28

Abraham—to offer a burnt offering … Gen. 22:2, 3

Jacob—to worship the Lord … Gen. 28:18–22

Moses—to meet God on Sinai … Ex. 34:4, 5

Elkanah and Hannah—to worship God … 1 Sam. 1:19–28

Hezekiah—to worship God … 2 Chr. 29:20–24

Job—to offer sacrifices … Job 1:5

Jesus—to pray … Mark 1:35

Jesus—to prepare to teach … John 8:2

The people—to hear Jesus … Luke 21:38

B. For military reasons:

Joshua—to lead Israel over Jordan … Josh. 3:1–17

Joshua—to capture Jericho … Josh. 6:12–27

Joshua—to capture Ai … Josh. 8:10

People of Jerusalem—to see dead men … 2 Kin. 19:35

C. For personal reasons:

Gideon—to examine the fleece … Judg. 6:36–38

Samuel—to meet Saul … 1 Sam. 15:12

David—to obey his father … 1 Sam. 17:20

The ideal woman—to do her work … Prov. 31:15

Drunkards—to pursue strong drink … Is. 5:11

Certain women—to visit Christ’s grave … Mark 16:1, 2

Early rising

Hezekiah to worship God … 2 Chr. 29:20–24

Earnest—a pledge of full payment

The Holy Spirit in the heart … 2 Cor. 1:22

Given by God … 2 Cor. 5:5

Guarantee of future redemption … Eph. 1:13, 14

Earnestness—a serious and intense spirit

Warning men … Gen. 19:15–17; Ezek. 18:1–32

Accepting promises … Gen. 28:12–22

Admonishing a son … 1 Chr. 28:9, 10

Public prayer … 2 Chr. 6:12–42

Asking forgiveness … Ps. 51:1–19

Calling to repentance … Acts 2:38–40

Seeking salvation … Acts 16:30–34

Preaching the gospel … Acts 20:18–38

Contend for the faith … Jude 3–5

Earrings—ornaments worn on the ear

Sign of worldliness … Gen. 35:2–4

Made into a gold calf … Ex. 32:2–4

Spoils of war … Judg. 8:24–26

Used figuratively … Ezek. 16:12

Earth—our planet

A. Described as:

Inhabitable … Is. 45:18

God’s footstool … Is. 66:1

A circle … Is. 40:22

Full of minerals … Deut. 8:9

B. Glory of God’s:

Goodness … Ps. 33:5

Glory … Is. 6:3

Riches … Ps. 104:24

Mercy … Ps. 119:64

C. History of:

Created by God … Gen. 1:1 

Given to humankind … Gen. 1:27–31 

Affected by sin … Rom. 8:20–23

Destroyed … Gen. 7:6–24

Final destruction … 2 Pet. 3:7–12

To be renewed … Is. 65:17

D. Unusual events of:

Swallows several families … Num. 16:23–35

Reversed in motion … 2 Kin. 20:8–11

Shaking … Heb. 12:26

Striking … Mal. 4:6

Earthquake … Matt. 27:51–54

E. Our relation to:

Made of … 1 Cor. 15:47, 48

Given dominion over … Gen. 1:26 

Brings curse on … Gen. 3:17

Returns to dust … Gen. 3:19

F. Promises respecting:

Continuance of seasons … Gen. 8:21, 22

No more flood … Gen. 9:11–17

God’s knowledge to fill … Is. 11:9

The meek shall inherit … Matt. 5:5

Long life upon … Eph. 6:2, 3

To be renewed … Is. 65:17

Earthquake—a trembling of the earth

A. Expressive of God’s:

Power … Heb. 12:25–29

Presence … Ps. 68:7, 8

Anger … Ps. 18:7

Judgments … Is. 24:18–21

Overthrowing of kingdoms … Hag. 2:6, 7; Rev. 16:18–21

B. Reported occurrences:

Mt. Sinai … Ex. 19:18

The wilderness … Num. 16:31, 32

Saul’s time … 1 Sam. 14:15, 16

Ahab’s reign … 1 Kin. 19:11, 12

Uzziah’s reign … Amos 1:1; Zech. 14:5

Christ’s death … Matt. 27:50, 51

Christ’s resurrection … Matt. 28:2

Philippi … Acts 16:26

C. Prophesied:

End of this age … Matt. 24:7; Mark 13:8; Luke 21:11

Opening of sixth seal … Rev. 6:12

Following ascension of the two witnesses … Rev. 11:3, 7, 11–13

Temple open in heaven … Rev. 11:19

At Armageddon … Rev. 16:18

Ease—contentment of body and mind

Israel’s … Amos 6:1

Pagan nations’ … Zech. 1:15

East country—southeastern Palestine; Arabia

Abraham sent family there … Gen. 25:6

East gate—a gate of Jerusalem

In temple area … Ezek. 10:19; Ezek. 11:1

East wind—a violent and often scorching wind

Destroys vegetation … Gen. 41:6; Ezek. 17:10

Destroys ships … Ps. 48:7; Ezek. 27:25, 26

Brings judgment … Is. 27:8

Dries springs and fountains … Hos. 13:15

Afflicts Jonah … Jon. 4:8

Called Euroclydon … Acts 27:14

Eat, eating

A. Restrictions on:

Forbidden tree … Gen. 2:16, 17 

Blood … Acts 15:19, 20

Unclean things … Lev. 11:1–47; Deut. 14:1–29

Excess, condemned … Eccl. 10:16, 17; Phil. 3:19

Anxiety concerning, prohibited … Matt. 6:24–34

B. Spiritual significance of:

Covenant … Ex. 24:11

Adoption … Jer. 52:33, 34

Fellowship … Luke 22:15–20

C. Christian attitude toward:

Tradition rejected … Mark 7:1–23

Disorderliness condemned … 1 Cor. 11:20–22

Regard for weaker brother … Rom. 14:1–23

No work, no eating … 2 Thess. 3:7–10

Ebal—to be bare, stony

1. Son of Shobal … Gen. 36:23

Same as Obal … Gen. 10:28

2. Mountain in Samaria … Deut. 27:12, 13

Law to be written upon … Deut. 27:1–8

Fulfilled by Joshua … Josh. 8:30–35

Ebed—slave

1. Gaal’s father … Judg. 9:28, 30

2. Son of Jonathan … Ezra 8:6

Ebed-Melech—slave of the king

Ethiopian eunuch; rescues Jeremiah … Jer. 38:7–13

Promised divine protection … Jer. 39:15–18

Ebenezer—stone of help

Site of Israel’s defeat … 1 Sam. 4:1–10

Ark transferred from … 1 Sam. 5:1

Site of memorial stone … 1 Sam. 7:10, 12

Eber—the region beyond

1. Great-grand-son of Shem … Gen. 10:21–24; 1 Chr. 1:25

Progenitor of the: Hebrews … Gen. 11:16–26

Arabians and Arameans … Gen. 10:25–30

Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:35

2. Son of Elpaal … 1 Chr. 8:12

3. Son of Shashak … 1 Chr. 8:22, 25

4. Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:20

Ebiasaph—gatherer

Forefather of Samuel … 1 Chr. 6:23

Same as Abiasaph … Ex. 6:16, 18, 24

Ebony

Dark, heavy hardwood; article of trade … Ezek. 27:15

Ebron—alliance

Town of Asher … Josh. 19:28

See Hebron

Ecclesiastes, Book of—a book of the Old Testament; from Gr. word for “assembly” and Heb. word for “one who assembles”

Vanity of earthly things … Eccl. 1:2

Material goods … Eccl. 5:10–12

Eclipse of the sun

Foretold … Amos 8:9

Economy—living thriftily

The law of … Prov. 11:24

The wrong kind … Hag. 1:6, 9–11

Exemplified by Jesus … John 6:11, 12

Eczema

Makes an animal unacceptable … Lev. 22:22

Eden—delight; pleasantness

1. First home … Gen. 2:8–15 

Zion becomes like … Is. 51:3

Called the “garden of God” … Ezek. 28:13

Terrible contrast … Joel 2:3

2. Region in Mesopotamia … Is. 37:12

3. Gershonite Levite … 2 Chr. 29:12

Eder—a flock

1. Tower … Gen. 35:21

2. Town in Judah … Josh. 15:21

3. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:15

4. Levite … 1 Chr. 23:23

Edification—building up one’s faith

A. Objects of:

The church … 1 Cor. 14:4–12

The body of Christ … Eph. 4:12

One another … Rom. 14:19

B. Accomplished by:

The ministry … 2 Cor. 12:19

Christian gifts … 1 Cor. 14:3–12

Word of God … Acts 20:32

Love … 1 Cor. 8:1

Spiritual things … Rom. 14:19

Seeking another’s goods … Rom. 15:2

God’s authority … 2 Cor. 10:8

C. Hindrances of:

Carnal spirit … 1 Cor. 3:1–4

Disputes … 1 Tim. 1:3, 4

Spiritual luke-warmness … Rev. 3:14–22

Worldly spirit … James 4:1–6

Edom—red

1. Name given to Esau … Gen. 25:30

2. Edomites … Num. 20:18–21

3. Land of Esau; called Seir … Gen. 32:3

Called Idumea … Mark 3:8

Mountainous land … Jer. 49:16, 17

People of, cursed … Is. 34:5, 6

Edomites—descendants of Esau

A. Character of:

Warlike … Gen. 27:40

Idolatrous … 2 Chr. 25:14, 20

Superstitious … Jer. 27:3, 9

Proud … Jer. 49:16

Strong … Jer. 49:19

Vindictive … Ezek. 25:12

B. Relations with Israel:

Descendants of Esau … Gen. 36:9

Refused passage to … Num. 20:18–20

Enemies of … Ezek. 35:5–7

Wars against … 1 Sam. 14:47

Joined enemies of … 2 Chr. 20:10

Aided Babylon against … Ps. 137:7

C. Well-known:

Doeg … 1 Sam. 22:9, 18–22

Hadad … 1 Kin. 11:14

D. Prophecies concerning:

Subjection to Israel … Gen. 27:37

Punishment for persecuting Israel … Is. 34:5–8

Utter desolation of … Is. 34:9–17

Babylonian conquest of … Jer. 49:7–12

God’s vengeance on … Ezek. 25:12–14

Figurative of Gentiles … Amos 9:11, 12

Judgment of God against … Obad. 1–21

Edrei—mighty

1. Capital of Bashan … Deut. 3:10

Site of Og’s defeat … Num. 21:33–35

Edrei—continued

2. City of Naphtali … Josh. 19:37

Education—instruction in knowledge

A. Performed by:

Parents … Eph. 6:4

Guardians … Gal. 4:1–3

Teachers … 2 Chr. 17:7–9

Learned men … Acts 22:3

B. Method of:

Sharing … Gal. 6:6

Recalling God’s works … Ps. 78:1–8

Learning from nature … Prov. 6:6–11

Step-by-step … Is. 28:10

Asking questions … Luke 2:46

C. Examples of:

Moses … Acts 7:22

Daniel … Dan. 1:17

Paul … Acts 22:3

Timothy … 2 Tim. 3:15, 16

Effeminate—a man with female traits

Curse on Egypt … Is. 19:16

The weakness of Nineveh … Nah. 3:13

Rebuked by Paul … 1 Cor. 16:13

Shall not inherit the kingdom of God … 1 Cor. 6:9

Effort—using energy to get something done

Organized … Neh. 4:15–23

Diligence in … Neh. 6:1–4

Inspired to … Hag. 1:12–14

Illconsidered … Luke 14:28–30

The highest … Phil. 3:11–14

Egg

Prohibition concerning that of birds … Deut. 22:6

Article of food … Luke 11:12

White of, without taste … Job 6:6

Eglah—heifer

Wife of David … 2 Sam. 3:2, 5

Eglaim—two ponds

Moabite town … Is. 15:8

Eglon—heiferlike

1. Moabite king … Judg. 3:12–15

2. City of Judah … Josh. 15:39

Egotism—a sinful exultation of one’s self

Satan … Is. 14:13–15; Luke 4:5, 6

Goliath … 1 Sam. 17:4–11

Haman … Esth. 6:6–12

Simon … Acts 8:9–11

Herod … Acts 12:20–23

Diotrephes … 3 John 9, 10

Sign of the Antichrist … 2 Thess. 2:3, 4

Sign of the last days … 2 Tim. 3:1–5

Egypt—black

A. Israel’s contact with, up to the Exodus:

Abram visits … Gen. 12:10

Joseph sold into … Gen. 37:28, 36

Joseph becomes leader in … Gen. 39:1–4

Hebrews move to … Gen. 46:5–7

Persecution by … Ex. 1:15–22

Israel leaves … Ex. 12:31–33

Army of, perishes … Ex. 14:26–28

B. Israel’s contact with, after the Exodus:

Solomon marries Pharaoh’s daughter … 1 Kin. 3:1

Hadad flees to … 1 Kin. 11:17

Jeroboam flees to … 1 Kin. 11:40

King Josiah killed by king of … 2 Kin. 23:29; 2 Chr. 35:20

After death of Gedaliah, people flee to … 2 Kin. 25:26

Jeremiah captured and taken there … Jer. 43:1–7

Joseph takes Mary and the Child there … Matt. 2:14

Joseph, Mary, and the Child return home from … Matt. 2:20

C. Characteristics of:

Superstitious … Is. 19:3

Unprofitable … Is. 30:1–7

Treacherous … Is. 36:6

Ambitious … Jer. 46:8, 9

D. Prophecies concerning:

Israel’s sojourn in … Gen. 15:13

Destruction of … Ezek. 30:24, 25

Ever a lowly kingdom … Ezek. 29:14, 15

Conversion of … Is. 19:18–25

Christ, called out of … Matt. 2:15

Egyptian, the—an unknown insurrectionist

Paul mistaken for … Acts 21:37, 38

Ehi—brotherly

Benjamin’s son … Gen. 46:21

Same as Ahiram … Num. 26:38

Ehud—union

1. Greatgrandson of Benjamin … 1 Chr. 7:10

2. Judge, son of Gera … Judg. 3:15

Slays Eglon … Judg. 3:16–26

Eker—offshoot

Descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:27

Ekron—extermination

Philistine city … Josh. 13:3

Captured by Judah … Judg. 1:18

Assigned to Dan … Josh. 19:40, 43

Ark sent to … 1 Sam. 5:10

Baal-Zebub, god of … 2 Kin. 1:2, 3

Denounced by the prophets … Jer. 25:9, 20

El—ancient word for God, often used as prefix to Hebrew names

El Bethel … Gen. 35:6, 7

Eladah—God has adorned

A descendant of Ephraim … 1 Chr. 7:20

Elah—an oak

1. Duke of Edom … Gen. 36:41

2. Son of Caleb … 1 Chr. 4:15

3. King of Israel … 1 Kin. 16:6, 8–10

4. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 9:8

5. Father of Hoshea … 2 Kin. 15:30

6. Valley of … 1 Sam. 17:2, 19

7. Father of Shimei … 1 Kin. 4:18

Elam—hidden

1. Son of Shem … Gen. 10:22

2. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:24

3. Korahite Levite … 1 Chr. 26:1, 3

4. Head of postexilic families … Ezra 2:7

5. Another family head … Ezra 2:31

6. One who signs covenant … Neh. 10:1, 14

7. Priest … Neh. 12:42

Elamites—descendants of Elam

A Semite (Shem) people … Gen. 10:22

An ancient nation … Gen. 14:1

Connected with Media … Is. 21:2

Destruction of … Jer. 49:34–39

In Persian Empire … Ezra 4:9

Jews from, at Pentecost … Acts 2:9

Elasah—God has made

1. Shaphan’s son … Jer. 29:3

2. Son of Pashhur … Ezra 10:22

Elath—a grove

Seaport on Red Sea … 1 Kin. 9:26

Built by Azariah … 2 Kin. 14:21, 22

Captured by Syrians … 2 Kin. 16:6

Same as Ezion Geber … 2 Chr. 8:17

El Bethel—God of Bethel

Site of Jacob’s altar … Gen. 35:6, 7

Eldaah—God has called

Son of Midian … Gen. 25:4

Eldad—God has loved

Elder of Moses … Num. 11:26–29

Elderly

A. Contributions of:

Counsel … 1 Kin. 12:6–16; Job 12:12

Spiritual service … Luke 2:36–38

Fruitfulness … Ps. 92:13, 14

Leadership … Josh 24:2, 14, 15, 29; Titus 2:2–5

B. Attitude toward:

Minister to needs … 1 Kin. 1:15

Respect … Ps. 71:18, 19

As cared for by God … Is. 46:4

Honor … Lev. 19:32; Prov. 16:31

Elders of Israel

A. Functions of, in Mosaic period:

Rule the people … Judg. 2:7

Represent the nation … Ex. 3:16, 18

Share in national guilt … Josh. 7:6

Assist in government … Num. 11:16–25

Perform religious acts … Ex. 12:21, 22

B. Functions of, in later periods:

Choose a king … 2 Sam. 3:17–21

Ratify a covenant … 2 Sam. 5:3

Assist at a dedication … 1 Kin. 8:1–3

Counsel kings … 1 Kin. 12:6–8, 13

Legislate reforms … Ezra 10:7–14

Try civil cases … Matt. 26:3–68

Elders in the church

A. Qualifications of, stated by:

Paul … Titus 1:5–14

Peter … 1 Pet. 5:1–4

B. Duties of:

Administer relief … Acts 11:29, 30

Correct error … Acts 15:4, 6, 23

Hold fast the faithful word … Titus 1:5, 9

Rule well … 1 Tim. 5:17

Minister to the sick … James 5:14, 15

C. Honors bestowed on:

Ordination … Acts 14:21, 23

Obedience … Heb. 13:7, 17

Due respect … 1 Tim. 5:1, 19

See Bishop

Elders in heaven

Twenty-four, seated on thrones and wearing crowns and white robes … Rev. 4:4

Having harps and incense … Rev. 5:8

Ask and answer questions … Rev. 7:13–17

Worship God … Rev. 4:10, 11; Rev. 5:9–14; Rev. 7:11, 12; Rev. 19:4

Elead—God has testified

Ephraimite … 1 Chr. 7:21

Elealeh—God has ascended

Moabite town … Is. 15:1, 4

Rebuilt by Reubenites … Num. 32:37

Eleasah—God has made

1. Descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:2–39

2. Descendant of Saul … 1 Chr. 8:33–37

Eleazar—God has helped

1. Son of Aaron … Ex. 6:23

Father of Phinehas … Ex. 6:25

Consecrated a priest … Ex. 28:1

Ministers in priest’s position … Lev. 10:6, 7

Made chief over Levites … Num. 3:32

Succeeds Aaron … Num. 20:25–28

Takes second wilderness census … Num. 26:1–4

Aids Joshua … Josh. 14:1

Buried at Ephraim … Josh. 24:33

2. Merarite Levite … 1 Chr. 23:21, 22

3. Son of Abinadab; custodian of the ark … 1 Sam. 7:1

4. One of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:9

5. Priest … Ezra 8:33

6. Son of Parosh … Ezra 10:25

7. Musician priest … Neh. 12:27–42

8. Ancestor of Jesus … Matt. 1:15

Elect, Election—chosen

A. Descriptive of:

The Messiah … Is. 42:1

Israel … Is. 45:4

Good angels … 1 Tim. 5:21

Christians … Matt. 24:22, 31

Christian ministers … Acts 9:15

Lady or church … 2 John 1, 13

B. Characteristics of:

Eternal … Eph. 1:4

Personal … Acts 9:15

Sovereign … Rom. 9:11–16

Unmerited … Rom. 9:11

God’s foreknowledge … 2 Pet. 1:3, 4

Grace … Rom. 11:5, 6

Through faith … 2 Thess. 2:13

Recorded in heaven … Luke 10:20

Knowable … 1 Thess. 1:4

Of high esteem … 2 Tim. 2:4

C. Results in:

Adoption … Eph. 1:5

Salvation … 2 Thess. 2:13

Conformity to Christ … Rom. 8:29

Good works … Eph. 2:10

Eternal glory … Rom. 9:23

Inheritance … 1 Pet. 1:2, 4, 5

D. Proof of:

Faith … 2 Pet. 1:10

Holiness … Eph. 1:4, 5

Divine protection … Mark 13:20

Manifest it in life … Col. 3:12

El Elohe Israel—God, the God of Israel

Name of Jacob’s altar … Gen. 33:20

Elements—basic parts of anything

A. Used literally of:

Basic forces of nature … 2 Pet. 3:10, 12

B. Used figuratively of:

Basic principles of religion … Gal. 4:3, 9

Rudiments of tradition … Col. 2:8, 20

First principles of religion … Heb. 5:12

Eleph—ox

Town of Benjamin … Josh. 18:28

Eleven, the—the disciples without Judas

Were told of resurrection … Luke 24:9, 33, 34

Met Jesus … Matt. 28:16, 17

At Pentecost … Acts 2:1, 14

Jesus appeared to … Mark 16:14

Cast lots for Judas’s replacement … Acts 1:21–26

Elhanan—God has been gracious

1. Son of Dodo … 2 Sam. 23:24

Brave man … 1 Chr. 11:26

2. Son of Jair … 1 Chr. 20:5

Slays a giant … 2 Sam. 21:19

Eli—my God

Jesus’ cry on the cross … Matt. 27:46

Same as “Eloi” … Mark 15:34

Eli—high (that is, God is high)

High priest, officiates in Shiloh … 1 Sam. 1:3

Blesses Hannah … 1 Sam. 1:12–19

Becomes Samuel’s guardian … 1 Sam. 1:20–28

Samuel ministers before … 1 Sam. 2:11

Sons of … 1 Sam. 2:12–17

Rebukes sons … 1 Sam. 2:22–25

Rebuked by a man of God … 1 Sam. 2:27–36

Instructs Samuel … 1 Sam. 3:1–18

Death of … 1 Sam. 4:15–18

Eliab—God is father

1. Son of Helon … Num. 1:9

Leader of Zebulun … Num. 7:24, 29

2. Father of Dathan and Abiram … Num. 16:1, 12

3. Ancestor of Samuel … 1 Chr. 6:27, 28

4. Brother of David … 1 Sam. 16:5–13

Fights in Saul’s army … 1 Sam. 17:13

Discounts David’s worth … 1 Sam. 17:28, 29

5. Gadite warrior … 1 Chr. 12:1–9

6. Levite musician … 1 Chr. 15:12–20

Eliada, Eliadah—God has known

1. Son of David … 2 Sam. 5:16

Also called Beeliada … 1 Chr. 14:7

2. Father of Rezon … 1 Kin. 11:23

3. Benjamite warrior … 2 Chr. 17:17

Eliah—my God is Yahweh

Divorced foreign wife … Ezra 10:18, 26

Eliahba—God conceals

One of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:32

Eliakim—God will establish

1. Son of Hilkiah … 2 Kin. 18:18

Confers with Rabshakeh … Is. 36:3, 11–22

Sent to Isaiah … Is. 37:2–5

Becomes type of the Messiah … Is. 22:20–25

2. Son of King Josiah … 2 Kin. 23:34

Name changed to Jehoiakim … 2 Chr. 36:4

3. Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:41

Eliakim—continued

4. Ancestor of Christ … Matt. 1:13; Luke 3:30

Eliam—God of the people

1. Father of Bathsheba … 2 Sam. 11:3

Called Ammiel … 1 Chr. 3:5

2. Son of Ahithophel … 2 Sam. 23:34

Eliasaph—God has added

1. Gadite prince … Num. 1:4, 14

Presents offering … Num. 7:41, 42

2. Levite … Num. 3:24

Eliashib—God will restore

1. Davidic priest … 1 Chr. 24:1, 12

2. Divorced foreign wife … Ezra 10:24, 27

3. High priest … Neh. 12:10

Rebuilds Sheep Gate … Neh. 3:1, 20, 21

Allies with foreigners … Neh. 13:4, 5, 28

4. Descendant of Zerubbabel … 1 Chr. 3:19–24

Eliathah—God has come

Son of Heman … 1 Chr. 25:4, 27

Elidad—God has loved

Benjamite leader … Num. 34:17, 21

Eliehoenai—toward God are my eyes

1. Son of Zerahiah … Ezra 8:4

2. Korahite gatekeeper … 1 Chr. 26:1–3

Eliel—God is God

1. Ancestor of Samuel … 1 Chr. 6:33, 34

2. One of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:26, 46

3. Another of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:47

4. Gadite warrior … 1 Chr. 12:1–11

5. Levite … 1 Chr. 15:9, 11

6. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:1–21

7. Benjamite, son of Shashak … 1 Chr. 8:22, 25

8. Manassite chief … 1 Chr. 5:23, 24

9. Overseer of tithes … 2 Chr. 31:12, 13

Elienai—toward God are my eyes

Benjamite chief … 1 Chr. 8:1, 20

Eliezer—God of help

1. Abraham’s servant … Gen. 15:2

2. Son of Moses … Ex. 18:2–4

3. Son of Zichri … 1 Chr. 27:16

4. Son of Becher … 1 Chr. 7:8

5. Priest of David … 1 Chr. 15:24

6. Prophet … 2 Chr. 20:37

7. Ezra’s delegate … Ezra 8:16

8, 9, 10. Three men who divorced their foreign wives … Ezra 10:18–31

11. An ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:29

Elihoreph—God of autumn

One of Solomon’s scribes … 1 Kin. 4:3

Elihu—He is my God

1. Ancestor of Samuel … 1 Sam. 1:1

Also called Eliab and Eliel … 1 Chr. 6:27, 34

2. David’s brother … 1 Chr. 27:18

Called Eliab … 1 Sam. 16:6

3. Manassite captain … 1 Chr. 12:20

4. Temple servant … 1 Chr. 26:1, 7

5. One who reproved Job and his friends … Job 32:2, 4–6

Elijah—Yahweh is God

A. Life of the prophet:

Proclaims drought … 1 Kin. 17:1

Hides by the Brook Cherith … 1 Kin. 17:3

Fed by ravens … 1 Kin. 17:4–7

Fed by widow … 1 Kin. 17:8–16

Restores life to widow’s son … 1 Kin. 17:17–24

Sends message to Ahab … 1 Kin. 18:1–16

Overthrows Baal prophets … 1 Kin. 18:17–46

Flees from Jezebel … 1 Kin. 19:1–3

Fed by angels … 1 Kin. 19:4–8

Hears God … 1 Kin. 19:9–14

Sent on a mission … 1 Kin. 19:15–18

Throws mantle on Elisha … 1 Kin. 19:19–21

Condemns Ahab … 1 Kin. 21:15–29

Condemns Ahaziah … 2 Kin. 1:1–16

Taken up to heaven … 2 Kin. 2:1–15

B. Miracles of:

Widow’s oil … 1 Kin. 17:14–16

Dead child raised … 1 Kin. 17:17–24

Causes rain … 1 Kin. 18:41–45

Causes fire to consume sacrifices … 1 Kin. 18:24–38

Causes fire to consume soldiers … 2 Kin. 1:10–12

Divides the Jordan … 2 Kin. 2:8

C. Prophecies of:

Drought … 1 Kin. 17:1

Ahab’s destruction … 1 Kin. 21:17–29

Ahaziah’s death … 2 Kin. 1:2–17

Plague … 2 Chr. 21:12–15

D. Significance of:

Prophecy of his coming … Mal. 4:5, 6

Appears with Christ … Matt. 17:1–4

Type of John the Baptist … Luke 1:17

Prayers of the righteous, effective … James 5:17, 18

Elijah—Yahweh is God

1. Priest who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:21

2. Son of Jeroham … 1 Chr. 8:27

Elika—God has spewed out

David’s warrior … 2 Sam. 23:25

Elim—large trees

Israel’s encampment … Ex. 15:27

Place of palm trees … Num. 33:9, 10

Elimelech—God is king

Man of Judah … Ruth 1:1, 2

Dies in Moab … Ruth 1:3

Kinsman of Boaz … Ruth 2:1, 3

Boaz buys his land … Ruth 4:3–9

Elioenai—toward God are my eyes

1. Descendant of Benjamin … 1 Chr. 7:8

2. Simeonite head … 1 Chr. 4:36

3. Son of Neariah … 1 Chr. 3:23, 24

4. Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:41

Divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:19, 22

5. Son of Zattu; divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:27

Eliphal—God has judged

David’s warrior … 1 Chr. 11:26, 35

Called Eliphelet … 2 Sam. 23:34

Eliphaz—God is fine gold

1. Son of Esau … Gen. 36:2, 4

2. One of Job’s friends … Job 2:11

Rebukes Job … Job 4:1, 5

Is forgiven … Job 42:7–9

Elipheleh—whom God makes distinguished

Levite singer … 1 Chr. 15:18, 21

Eliphelet—God is deliverance

1. Son of David … 1 Chr. 3:5, 6

2. Another son of David … 2 Sam. 5:16

3. Descendant of Jonathan … 1 Chr. 8:33, 39

4. David’s warrior … 2 Sam. 23:34

5. Returnee from Babylon … Ezra 8:13

6. Son of Hashum; divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:33

Elisha—God is salvation

A. Life of:

Called to succeed Elijah … 1 Kin. 19:16

Follows Elijah … 1 Kin. 19:19–21

Sees Elijah translated … 2 Kin. 2:1–12

Requests double portion of Elijah’s spirit … 2 Kin. 2:9–14

Is recognized as a prophet … 2 Kin. 2:13–22

Mocked … 2 Kin. 2:23–25

Deals with kings … 2 Kin. 3:11–20

Helps two women … 2 Kin. 4:1–17

Rebukes King Joash … 2 Kin. 13:19

Death of Elisha … 2 Kin. 13:20

B. Miracles of:

Divides Jordan … 2 Kin. 2:14

Purifies water … 2 Kin. 2:19–22

Increases widow’s oil … 2 Kin. 4:1–7

Raises Shunammite’s son … 2 Kin. 4:18–37

Neutralizes poison … 2 Kin. 4:38–41

Multiplies bread … 2 Kin. 4:42–44

Heals Naaman the leper … 2 Kin. 5:1–19

Inflicts Gehazi with leprosy … 2 Kin. 5:26, 27

Causes iron to float … 2 Kin. 6:6

Reveals secret counsels … 2 Kin. 6:8–12

Opens servant’s eyes … 2 Kin. 6:13–17

Strikes Syrian army with blindness … 2 Kin. 6:18–23

Dead man raised by touching of his bones … 2 Kin. 13:21

C. Prophecies of:

Birth of a child … 2 Kin. 4:16

Abundance … 2 Kin. 7:1

Official’s death … 2 Kin. 7:2

Great famine … 2 Kin. 8:1–3

Hazael’s cruelty … 2 Kin. 8:7–15

Joash’s victories … 2 Kin. 13:14–19

Elishah—God is salvation

Son of Javan … Gen. 10:4

Elishama—God has heard

1. Son of Ammihud … Num. 1:10

Ancestor of Joshua … 1 Chr. 7:26

2. Man of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:41

3. Son of David … 1 Chr. 3:1, 5, 6

Also called Elishua … 2 Sam. 5:15

4. Another son of David … 2 Sam. 5:16

5. Teaching priest … 2 Chr. 17:7, 8

6. Scribe … Jer. 36:12, 20, 21

Elishaphat—God has judged

Captain … 2 Chr. 23:1

Elisheba—God is an oath

Wife of Aaron … Ex. 6:23

Elishua—God is salvation

Son of David … 2 Sam. 5:15

Called Elishama … 1 Chr. 3:6

Eliud—God is mighty

Father of Eleazar … Matt. 1:14, 15

Elizabeth—God is an oath

Wife of Zacharias … Luke 1:5

Barren … Luke 1:7, 13

Conceives a son … Luke 1:24, 25

Relative of Mary … Luke 1:36

Filled with the Holy Spirit … Luke 1:41

Salutation to Mary … Luke 1:42–45

Mother of John the Baptist … Luke 1:57–60

Elizaphan—God has concealed

1. Chief of Kohathites … Num. 3:30

Heads family … 1 Chr. 15:5, 8

Family consecrated … 2 Chr. 29:12–16

2. Son of Parnach … Num. 34:25

Elizur—God is a rock

Reubenite warrior … Num. 1:5

Elkanah—God has possessed

1. Father of Samuel … 1 Sam. 1:1–23

2. Son of Korah … Ex. 6:24

Escapes judgment … Num. 26:11

3. Levite … 1 Chr. 6:23–36

4. Descendant of Korah … 1 Chr. 6:22, 23

5. Levite … 1 Chr. 9:16

6. Korahite warrior … 1 Chr. 12:1, 6

7. Officer under Ahaz … 2 Chr. 28:7

8. Doorkeeper of the ark … 1 Chr. 15:23

Elkoshite—an inhabitant of Elkosh

Descriptive of Nahum … Nah. 1:1

Ellasar

Place in Babylon … Gen. 14:1, 9

Elmodam

Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:28

Elnaam—God is pleasantness

Father of two warriors … 1 Chr. 11:46

Elnathan—God has given

1. Father of Nehushta … 2 Kin. 24:8

Goes to Egypt … Jer. 26:22

Entreats with king … Jer. 36:25

2, 3, 4. Three Levites … Ezra 8:16

Eloi (same as Eli)

Jesus’ cry … Mark 15:34

Elon—oak

1. Hittite … Gen. 26:34

2. Son of Zebulun … Gen. 46:14

3. Judge in Israel … Judg. 12:11, 12

4. Town of Dan … Josh. 19:43

Elon Beth Hanan—oak of house of grace

Town of Dan … 1 Kin. 4:9

Elonites—belonging to Elon

Descendants of Elon … Num. 26:26

Eloquent—fluent and persuasive in speech

Moses is not … Ex. 4:10

Paul rejects … 1 Cor. 2:1, 4, 5

Apollos is … Acts 18:24

False prophets boast of … 2 Pet. 2:18

Elpaal—God has wrought

Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:11–18

El Paran—oak of Paran

Place in Canaan … Gen. 14:6

Elpelet—God of deliverance

Son of David … 1 Chr. 14:3, 5

Same as Eliphelet … 1 Chr. 3:6

Eltekeh—God is dread





City of Dan … Josh. 19:44

Assigned to Levites … Josh. 21:23

Eltekon—founded by God

Village in Judah … Josh. 15:59

Eltolad—kindred of God

Town in Judah … Josh. 15:21, 30

Assigned to Simeonites … Josh. 19:4

Called Tolad … 1 Chr. 4:29

Elul—vine

Sixth month of Hebrew year … Neh. 6:15

Eluzai—God is my defense

Ambidextrous warrior of David … 1 Chr. 12:1, 5

Elymas—a wise man

Arabic name of Bar-Jesus, a false prophet … Acts 13:6–12

Elzabad—God has bestowed

1. Gadite warrior … 1 Chr. 12:8, 12

2. Korahite Levite … 1 Chr. 26:7, 8

Elzaphan (contraction of Elizaphan)

Son of Uzziel … Ex. 6:22

Given instructions by Moses … Lev. 10:4

Emancipation—a setting free from slavery

Of Hebrew nation … Ex. 12:29–42

Of Hebrew slaves … Ex. 21:2

In the Year of Jubilee … Lev. 25:8–41

Proclaimed by Zedekiah … Jer. 34:8–11

By Cyrus … 2 Chr. 36:23; Ezra 1:1–4

Emasculation—castration

Penalty of … Deut. 23:1

Embalming—preserving a corpse from decay

Unknown to Abraham … Gen. 23:1–4

Practiced in Egypt … Gen. 50:2, 3, 26

Manner of, among Jews … 2 Chr. 16:14

Limitation of … John 11:39, 44

Embroider—to decorate by needlework

In tabernacle curtains … Ex. 26:1, 36

Bezalel and Aholiab inspired concerning … Ex. 35:30–35

On Sisera’s garments … Judg. 5:30

Emek Keziz—cut off

City of Benjamin … Josh. 18:21

Emerald—a precious stone of the beryl variety

In high priests’ garments … Ex. 28:17

Emerald—continued

In Tyre’s trade … Ezek. 27:16

Used for ornamentation … Ezek. 28:13

Foundation stone … Rev. 21:19

Emim—terrors

Giant race of Anakim east of the Dead Sea … Gen. 14:5

Emmaus—hot spring

Town near Jerusalem … Luke 24:13–18

Emotion—a person’s response to living situations

A. Objects of:

Self … Job 3:1–26

Nation … Ps. 137:1–6

Family … Gen. 49:1–28

Mate … 1 Sam. 25:24, 25

Foreigners … Ruth 1:16–18

B. Kinds of:

Conviction … Acts 2:37

Contempt … 1 Sam. 17:42–44

Despondency … 1 Kin. 19:4–10

Disappointment … Luke 18:23

Disgust … Neh. 4:1–3

Envy … 1 Sam. 17:28

Fear … 1 Kin. 19:1–3

Flattery … 1 Sam. 25:23–31

Hate … Acts 7:54, 57

Joy … Luke 15:22–24

Love … Ex. 32:26–29

Loyalty … 2 Sam. 18:32, 33

Regret … Luke 16:27–31

Revenge … Gen. 27:41–45

Sorrow … 2 Sam. 12:13–19

C. Control of:

Unsuppressed … 1 Sam. 20:30–33

Suppressed … Is. 36:21

Uncontrollable … Mark 5:4, 5

Controlled … Mark 5:18, 19

Employees—those who work for others

A. Types of:

Diligent … Gen. 30:27–31

Discontented … Matt. 20:1–15

Unworthy … Matt. 21:33–41

B. Duties of:

Contentment … Luke 3:14

Fulfilling terms … Matt. 20:1–15

Respect … 1 Tim. 6:1

Diligence … Prov. 22:29

Honesty … Ex. 20:18

C. Rights of:

Equal wage … Matt. 10:10

Prompt payment … Lev. 19:13

Good treatment … Ruth 2:4

D. Oppression of, by:

Arbitrary changes … Gen. 31:38–42

Unscrupulous landowners … James 5:4–6

Employers—those who hire others to work for them

Must not oppress … Deut. 24:14

Must be considerate … Job 31:31

Must be just and fair … Col. 4:1

Employment—the state of one who has regular work

A. Usefulness of:

Manifest graces … Prov. 31:10–31

Provided food … 2 Thess. 3:7–12

B. Examples of:

Adam … Gen. 2:15 

Workmen after the Exile … Neh. 4:15–23

Paul … 1 Thess. 2:9–11

Enam—two springs

Village of Judah … Josh. 15:20, 34

Enan—having fountains

Father of Ahira … Num. 1:15

Encampment—a resting place on a march or journey

Israel’s, on leaving Egypt … Ex. 13:20

At Sinai … Ex. 18:5

List of … Num. 33:10–49

In battle … Josh. 10:5, 31, 34

Enchantment—the practice of magical arts

A. Practiced in:

Egypt … Ex. 7:11

Judah … 2 Kin. 17:16, 17

Babylon … Ezek. 21:21

Chaldea … Dan. 5:11

Greece … Acts 16:16

Asia Minor … Acts 19:13, 19

B. Futility of:

Vanity of … Is. 47:9–15

Inability of … Ex. 7:11, 12

Abomination of … Deut. 18:9–12

C. Examples of:

Simon … Acts 8:9

Bar-Jesus … Acts 13:6–12

Slave girl … Acts 16:16

Itinerant Jews … Acts 19:13

Jannes and Jambres … 2 Tim. 3:8

Encouragement—inspiration to hope and service

A. Needed by:

Prophets … 1 Kin. 19:1–19

People … Neh. 4:17–23

Servants … 2 Kin. 6:15–17

Kings … 2 Kin. 11:10–21

Heathen … Dan. 6:18–23

B. Paul, for churches at:

Rome … Rom. 1:7, 8

Corinth … 1 Cor. 1:1–9; 2 Cor. 1:1, 2

Galatia … Gal. 1:1–5

Ephesus … Eph. 1:1, 2

Philippi … Phil. 1:1–6

Colosse … Col. 1:1–4

Thessalonica … 1 Thess. 1:1–4; 2 Thess. 1:1–4

C. Agents of:

Angels … Gen. 32:1, 2

A dream … Gen. 28:11–22

God’s promises … Josh. 1:1–9

A friend … 1 Sam. 23:16–18

A relative … Esth. 4:13–16

Paul … Acts 27:21–26

D. Reasons for, Christ is:

Risen … 1 Cor. 15:11–58

Present … Matt. 28:19, 20

Coming … Luke 21:25–28

Encumbrance—that which hinders freedom of action

Universal … Gen. 3:16–19

Imposed … Gen. 32:31, 32

Perpetual … Matt. 27:25

Moral … Titus 1:12, 13

Spiritual … Heb. 12:1

End of the world

A. Events connected with:

Day of salvation ended … Matt. 24:3, 14

Harvest of souls … Matt. 13:36–43

Defeat of Man of Sin … 2 Thess. 2:1–12

Judgment … Matt. 25:31–46

Destruction of world … 2 Thess. 1:6–10

B. Coming of:

Denied by scoffers … 2 Pet. 3:3–5

Preceded by lawlessness … Matt. 24:12

Preceded by apostasy … Luke 18:8

Without warning … Matt. 24:37–42

With fire … 2 Thess. 1:7–10

C. Attitude toward:

Watchfulness … Matt. 25:1–13

Industry … Matt. 25:14–30

Hopefulness … Luke 21:25–28

Holy living … Rom. 13:12–14; 2 Pet. 3:11, 14

Seeking the lost … 2 Pet. 3:9, 15

Waiting for eternity … 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:1

En Dor—fountain of habitation

Town of Manasseh … Josh. 17:11

Site of memorable defeat … Ps. 83:9, 10

Home of notorious witch … 1 Sam. 28:1–10

Endurance, blessedness of

Commanded … Matt. 10:22; 2 Tim. 2:3

Exemplified … 2 Tim. 2:10; Heb. 10:32, 33

Rewarded … 2 Tim. 3:11; James 1:12

Enduring things

God’s faithfulness … Ps. 89:33

God’s mercies … Ps. 103:17

God’s Word … Matt. 24:35

Spiritual nourishment … John 6:27

Spiritual rewards … 1 Cor. 3:14

Graces … 1 Cor. 13:13

The real things … 2 Cor. 4:18

God’s kingdom … Heb. 12:27, 28

En Eglaim—fountain of calf

Place near the Dead Sea … Ezek. 47:10

Enemies—foes; adversaries; opponents

A. Applied to:

Foreign nations … Gen. 14:20

Israel … Mic. 2:8

Gentiles … Col. 1:21

The unregenerate … Rom. 5:10

The world … Matt. 22:44

Satan … Matt. 13:39

Death … 1 Cor. 15:26

B. Characteristics of, hate for:

God … Rom. 1:30

The gospel … 1 Thess. 2:14–18

The light … John 3:19–21

C. Examples of:

Amalek against Israel … Ex. 17:8–16

Saul against David … 1 Sam. 18:29

Jezebel against Elijah … 1 Kin. 19:1, 2

Ahab against Elijah … 1 Kin. 21:20

Haman against the Jews … Esth. 3:10

Jews against Christians … Acts 7:54–60; Acts 22:13, 21, 22

D. Christian attitude toward:

Overcome by kindness … 1 Sam. 26:18–21

Do not curse … Job 31:29, 30

Feed … Rom. 12:20

Love … Luke 6:27, 35

Forgive … Matt. 6:12–15

Pray for … Luke 23:34

Energy—effective force to perform work

A. God’s, in nature:

Creative … Job 38:4–11

Beyond natural law … Job 26:12

Maintains matter … Heb. 1:3

B. God’s, in people:

To be witnesses … Acts 1:8

For abundant living … Rom. 15:13

For edification … Rom. 15:14

To raise dead … 1 Cor. 6:14; 2 Cor. 13:4

En Gannim—fountains of gardens

1. Village of Judah … Josh. 15:34

2. Border town of Issachar … Josh. 19:21

Assigned to Levites … Josh. 21:29

En Gedi—fountain of a kid

May have been originally called Hazazon Tamar … 2 Chr. 20:2

Occupied by the Amorites … Gen. 14:7

Assigned to Judah … Josh. 15:62, 63

David’s hiding place … 1 Sam. 23:29

Noted for vineyards … Song 1:14

Engraving—cutting or carving on some hard substance

Stone set in priest’s breastplate … Ex. 28:9–11, 21

Bezalel, inspired in … Ex. 35:30–33

Of a signet … Ex. 28:21; Ex. 39:6

Of cherubim … 1 Kin. 6:29

En Haddah—swift fountain

Frontier village of Issachar … Josh. 19:17, 21

En Hakkore—fountain of him who called

Miraculous spring … Judg. 15:14–19

En Hazor—fountain of a village

City of Naphtali … Josh. 19:32, 37

Enjoyment—satisfaction in something

A. Of material things:

Depends upon obedience … Deut. 7:9–15

Withheld for disobedience … Hag. 1:3–11

Must not trust in … Luke 12:16–21

Cannot fully satisfy … Eccl. 2:1–11

B. Of spiritual things:

Abundant … 1 Tim. 6:17

Never-ending … Is. 58:11

Satisfying … Is. 55:1, 2

Internal … John 7:37–39

For God’s people only … Is. 65:22–24

Complete in heaven … Ps. 16:11

Enlargement—extension in quantity or quality

Japheth’s territory … Gen. 9:27

Israel’s prosperity … Ex. 34:24

Solomon’s kingdom … 1 Kin. 4:20–25

Solomon’s wisdom … 1 Kin. 4:29–34

Pharisaical hypocrisy … Matt. 23:5

Spiritual: Relationship … 2 Cor. 6:11, 13

Knowledge … Eph. 1:15–19

Opportunity … Is. 54:1–3

Enlightenment, spiritual

A. Source of:

From God … Ps. 18:28

Through God’s Word … Ps. 19:8

By prayer … Eph. 1:18

By God’s ministers … Acts 26:17, 18

B. Degrees of:

Partial now … 1 Cor. 13:9–12

Hindered by sin … 1 Cor. 2:14

Complete in heaven … Is. 60:19

Enoch—dedicated

1. Son of Cain … Gen. 4:17

2. City built by Cain … Gen. 4:17

3. Father of Methuselah … Gen. 5:21

Walks with God … Gen. 5:22

Taken up to heaven … Gen. 5:24

His faith an example … Heb. 11:5

Prophecy of, cited … Jude 14, 15

Enosh—mortal

Grandson of Adam … Gen. 4:25, 26

Son of Seth … Gen. 5:6–11

Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:38

Genealogy of … 1 Chr. 1:1

En Rimmon—fount of pomegranates

Reinhabited after the Exile … Neh. 11:29

Same as Rimmon … Zech. 14:10

En Rogel—the fuller’s fountain

Fountain outside Jerusalem … 2 Sam. 17:17

On Benjamin’s boundary … Josh. 18:11, 16

Seat of Adonijah’s plot … 1 Kin. 1:5–9

En Shemesh—fountain of the sun

Spring and town near Jericho … Josh. 15:7

En Tappuah—fountain of the apple tree

Town of Ephraim … Josh. 17:7, 8

Entertainment—affording an enjoyable occasion

A. Occasions of:

Child’s weaning … Gen. 21:8

Ratifying covenants … Gen. 31:54

King’s coronation … 1 Kin. 1:9, 18, 19

National deliverance … Esth. 9:17–19

Marriage … Matt. 22:2

Return of loved ones … Luke 15:23–25

B. Features of:

Invitations sent … Luke 14:16

Preparations made … Matt. 22:4

Helped by servants … John 2:5

Under a leader … John 2:8, 9

Often with music … Luke 15:25

Sometimes out of control … 1 Sam. 25:36

Unusual … Heb. 13:2

Enthusiasm—a spirit of intense zeal

Caleb’s … Num. 13:30–33

Phinehas’s … Num. 25:7–13

David’s … 2 Sam. 6:12–22

Saul’s (Paul’s) … Acts 9:1, 2

Paul’s … Phil. 3:7–14

Enticers—those who allure to evil

A. Means of:

Man … Ex. 22:16

Spirit … 2 Chr. 18:20

Sinners … Prov. 1:10

Lusts … James 1:14

Human wisdom … 1 Cor. 2:4

Satan … Gen. 3:4, 5 ; Matt. 4:3, 6, 9

B. Reasons proposed:

Turn from God … Deut. 13:6–8

Obtain secrets … Judg. 16:4, 5

Defeat a king … 2 Chr. 18:4–34

Commit a sin … James 1:14

Entrails—bowels, intestines

Used literally:

Amasa’s poured out … 2 Sam. 20:10

Jehoram’s came out … 2 Chr. 21:14–19

Judas’s gushed out … Acts 1:16–18

Envy—resentment against another’s success, jealousy

A. Characterized as:

Powerful … Prov. 27:4

Dominant in unregenerate nature … Rom. 1:29

Envy—continued

Of the flesh … Gal. 5:19–21

Source of evil … 1 Tim. 6:4

B. The evil of, among Christians:

Hinders growth … 1 Pet. 2:1, 2

C. Examples of:

Philistines … Gen. 26:14

Joseph’s brothers … Gen. 37:5, 11

Aaron and Miriam … Num. 12:1, 2

Korah … Num. 16:1–3

Asaph … Ps. 73:3, 17–20

Haman … Esth. 5:13

Chief priests … Mark 15:10

The Jews … Acts 13:45

Epaenetus

Addressed by Paul … Rom. 16:5

Epaphras

Leader of the Colossian church … Col. 1:7, 8

Suffers as a prisoner in Rome … Philem. 23

Epaphroditus—lovely, charming

Messenger from Philippi … Phil. 2:25–27

Brings a gift to Paul … Phil. 4:18

Ephah—dark one

1. Son of Midian … Gen. 25:4

2. Concubine of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:46

3. Son of Jahdai … 1 Chr. 2:47

Ephah—a measure

Dry measure … Ex. 16:36

Used for measuring barley … Ruth 2:17

Ephai—birdlike

Netophathite … Jer. 40:8

Epher—young deer

1. Son of Midian … Gen. 25:4

2. Man of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:17

3. Chief in Manasseh … 1 Chr. 5:23, 24

Ephes Dammim—end of bloods

Philistine encampment … 1 Sam. 17:1

Called Pasdammim … 1 Chr. 11:13

Ephesians, the Epistle to the—a book of the New Testament

Written by Paul … Eph. 1:1

Election … Eph. 1:4–6

Salvation by grace … Eph. 1:7, 8; Eph. 2:8

Headship of Christ … Eph. 4:15, 16

Ephesus—a city of Asia Minor

Site of Jewish synagogue … Acts 18:19

Paul visits … Acts 18:18–21

Apollos taught here … Acts 18:24–26

Miracles done here … Acts 19:11–21

Demetrius stirs up riot in … Acts 19:24–29

Temple of Diana at … Acts 19:35

Elders of, addressed by Paul at Miletus … Acts 20:17–38

Letter sent to … Eph. 1:1

Paul sends Tychicus … Eph. 6:21

Paul leaves Timothy … 1 Tim. 1:3

One of seven churches … Rev. 1:11

Ephlal—judgment

A descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:37

Ephod—a vest

1. Worn by:

The high priest … Ex. 28:4–35

Samuel … 1 Sam. 2:18

David … 2 Sam. 6:14

Used in asking counsel of God … 1 Sam. 23:9–12

Used in idolatry … Judg. 8:27

2. Father of Hanniel … Num. 34:23

Ephphatha—be opened

Christ’s command … Mark 7:34

Ephraim—doubly fruitful

1. Joseph’s younger son … Gen. 41:52

Jacob’s blessing given to … Gen. 48:8–20

2. Tribe of Ephraim … Josh. 16:4, 10

Predictions concerning … Gen. 48:20

Large number of … Num. 1:33

Joshua, an Ephraimite … Josh. 19:49, 50

Territory assigned to … Josh. 16:1–10

Make Canaanites slaves … Judg. 1:28, 29

Assist Deborah … Judg. 5:14, 15

Assist Gideon … Judg. 7:24, 25

Quarrel with Gideon … Judg. 8:1–3

Quarrel with Jephthah … Judg. 12:1–4

Attend David’s coronation … 1 Chr. 12:30

Leading tribe of kingdom of Israel … Is. 7:2–17

Provoke God by sin … Hos. 12:7–14

Many of, join Judah … 2 Chr. 15:8, 9

Bethel, idolatrous city of … 1 Kin. 12:29

Captivity of, predicted … Hos. 9:3–17

Mercy promised to … Jer. 31:9, 20

Messiah promised to … Zech. 9:9–13

3. Hill country in Palestine … 1 Sam. 1:1

4. Forest where Absalom was killed … 2 Sam. 18:6–18

5. Gate in Jerusalem … 2 Kin. 14:13

6. Ten Tribes considered as a unit … Hos. 4:16, 17

7. Town to which Jesus withdrew … John 11:54

Ephrathah—fruitfulness

1. Ancient name of Bethlehem … Ruth 4:11

Prophecy concerning … Mic. 5:2

2. Land of Palestine … Ps. 132:6

3. Wife of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:19, 50

Ephrathite

1. Inhabitant of Bethlehem (Ephrath) … Ruth 1:2

2. David was the son of … 1 Sam. 17:12

Also called Ephraimites … Judg. 12:5, 6

Ephron—fawnlike

1. Hittite who sold Machpelah to Abraham … Gen. 23:8–20

2. Landmarks of Judah … Josh. 15:9

Epicureans—followers of Epicurus

Sect of pleasure-loving philosophers … Acts 17:18

Equality of humankind

A. Seen in same:

Creation … Acts 17:26

Guilt … Rom. 5:12–21

Sinfulness … Rom. 3:10–19

Salvation … John 3:16

Judgment … 2 Cor. 5:10

B. Consistent with:

God’s plan … Rom. 9:6–33

Different talents … Matt. 25:14–30

Different gifts … 1 Cor. 12:4–31

Different functions … Eph. 5:22–33; Eph. 6:1–9

Rule … Ps. 9:8

Equity—justice

Yahweh judges with … Ps. 98:9

Er—watching

1. Son of Judah … Gen. 38:1–7; Gen. 46:12

2. Descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:21

3. Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:28

Eran—watchful

Founder of the Eranites … Num. 26:36

Erastus—beloved

1. Paul’s friend at Ephesus … Acts 19:21, 22; 2 Tim. 4:20

2. Treasurer of Corinth … Rom. 16:23

May be same person as 1.

Erech—size

City of Shinar … Gen. 10:10

Eri—watching

Son of Gad … Gen. 46:16

Founder of the Erites … Num. 26:16

Error—a departure from the truth

Deceptive … 2 Tim. 3:13

False … Matt. 24:4, 11

Produces misunderstanding … Matt. 22:29

Against Christ … 1 John 4:1–6

Sign of the end … 1 Tim. 4:1

Esarhaddon—Ashur has given a brother

Son of Sennacherib; king of Assyria(681–669 B.C.) … 2 Kin. 19:36, 37

Esau—hairy

Firstborn of twins … Gen. 25:25, 26

Hairy … Gen. 25:25

Hunter … Gen. 25:27

Isaac’s favorite son … Gen. 25:28

Also named Edom … Gen. 25:30

Sells his birthright … Gen. 25:29–34

Unable to repent … Heb. 12:16, 17

Marries two women … Gen. 26:34

Deprived of blessing … Gen. 27:1–40

Hates his brother Jacob … Gen. 27:41–45

Marries Ishmael’s daughter … Gen. 28:8, 9

Reconciled to Jacob … Gen. 33:1–17

With Jacob, buries his father … Gen. 35:29

Descendants of … Gen. 36:1–43

Ancestor of Edomites … Jer. 49:7, 8

Prophecy concerning … Obad. 18

Not elect … Rom. 9:11–13

Escape—to flee from

A. Physical things:

Flood … Gen. 7:7, 8

City of destruction … Gen. 19:15–30

Egyptian army … Ex. 14:26–30

Mob … Luke 4:28–30

Insane king … 1 Sam. 19:9–18

Wicked queen … 2 Kin. 11:1–3

Assassination … Esth. 2:21–23

Hanging … Esth. 5:14; Esth. 7:9

Prison … Acts 5:18–20

Sinking ship … Acts 27:30–44

B. Spiritual things:

Sin … Gen. 39:10–12

Destruction … Luke 21:36

Corruption … 2 Pet. 1:4

God’s wrath … 1 Thess. 1:9, 10

The Great Tribulation … Rev. 7:13–17

Eschatology—teaching dealing with final destiny

A. In Old Testament:

Judgment … Is. 2:12–22

Messianic kingdom … Jer. 23:4–18; Jer. 33:14–17

B. In New Testament:

Coming of Christ … Matt. 24; Luke 21:5–36

Resurrection of dead … 1 Cor. 15:51–58; 1 Thess. 4:13–18

Destruction of earth … 2 Pet. 3:10–13

Reign of Christ … Rev. 20:4, 6

Esek—strife

A well in Gerar … Gen. 26:20

Esh-Baal—man of Baal

Son of Saul … 1 Chr. 8:33

Eshban—wise man

Son of Dishon … Gen. 36:26

Eshcol—cluster of grapes

1. Brother of Aner and Mamre … Gen. 14:13, 24

2. Valley near Hebron … Num. 13:22–27; Deut. 1:24

Eshean—support

City of Judah … Josh. 15:52

Eshek—oppression

Descendant of Saul … 1 Chr. 8:39

Eshtaol—a way

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:20, 33

Assigned to Danites … Josh. 19:40, 41

Near Samson’s home and burial site … Judg. 16:31

Eshtaolites

Inhabitants of Eshtaol … 1 Chr. 2:53

Eshtemoa, Eshtemoh—obedience

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:20, 50

Assigned to Levites … Josh. 21:14

David sends spoils to … 1 Sam. 30:26, 28

Eshton—restful

Man of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:1–12

Esli—reserved

Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:25

Establish—a permanent condition

A. Of earthly things:

Kingdom … 2 Chr. 17:5

Festival … Esth. 9:21

B. Of spiritual things:

Messiah’s kingdom … 2 Sam. 7:13

God’s Word … Ps. 119:38

Our:

Hearts … 1 Thess. 3:13

Faith … Col. 2:7

Works … 2 Thess. 2:17

Lives … 1 Pet. 5:10

C. Accomplished by:

God … 2 Cor. 1:21, 22

Esther—star

Daughter of Abihail … Esth. 2:15

Mordecai’s cousin … Esth. 2:7, 15

Selected for harem … Esth. 2:7–16

Chosen queen … Esth. 2:17, 18

Seeks to help Mordecai … Esth. 4:4–6

Told of Haman’s plot … Esth. 4:7–9

Sends message to Mordecai … Esth. 4:10–12

Told to act … Esth. 4:13, 14

Seeks Mordecai’s aid … Esth. 4:15–17

Appears before Ahasuerus … Esth. 5:1–5

Invites Ahasuerus to banquet … Esth. 5:4–8

Reveals Haman’s plot … Esth. 7:1–7

Given Haman’s house … Esth. 8:1, 2

New decree allows Jews to fight … Esth. 8:3–11

Makes further request … Esth. 9:12, 13

With Mordecai, institutes Purim … Esth. 9:29–32

Esther, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Estrangement from God

Caused by:

Adam’s sin … Gen. 3:8–11, 24

Personal sin … Ps. 51:9–12

National sin … Jer. 2:14–17

Etam—Wild beasts’ lair

1. Village of Simeon … 1 Chr. 4:32

2. Rock where Samson took refuge … Judg. 15:8–19

3. Town of Judah … 2 Chr. 11:6

Eternal, everlasting—without end

A. Applied to Trinity:

God … Ps. 90:2

Christ … Prov. 8:23

Holy Spirit … Heb. 9:14

B. Applied to God’s attributes:

Home … Eccl. 12:5

Power … Rom. 1:20

Covenant … Is. 55:3

Gospel … Rev. 14:6

Counsels … Eph. 3:10, 11

Righteousness … Ps. 119:142, 144

Kingdom … Ps. 145:13

Truth … Ps. 100:5

Love … Jer. 31:3

Father … Is. 9:6

C. Applied to the believer:

Comfort … 2 Thess. 2:16

Life … John 3:15

Redemption … Heb. 9:12

Salvation … Heb. 5:9

Inheritance … Heb. 9:15

Glory … 1 Pet. 5:10

Kingdom … 2 Pet. 1:11

Reward … John 4:36

Name … Is. 56:5

Glory … 2 Tim. 2:10

Light … Is. 60:19, 20

Joy … Is. 51:11

Dwellings … Luke 16:9

Purpose … Eph. 3:11

D. Applied to the wicked:

Condemnation … Mark 3:29

Judgment … Heb. 6:2

Punishment … Matt. 25:46

Destruction … 2 Thess. 1:9

Contempt … Dan. 12:2

Chains … Jude 6

Fire … Matt. 25:41

Sin … Mark 3:29

Eternity—time without end mentioned once

God’s habitation … Is. 57:15

Etham—sea bound

Israel’s encampment … Ex. 13:20

Ethan—perpetuity

1. One noted for wisdom … 1 Kin. 4:31

2. Levite, son of Kishi … 1 Chr. 6:44

3. Ancestor of Asaph … 1 Chr. 6:42, 43

Ethanim—incessant rains

Seventh month in the Hebrew year … 1 Kin. 8:2

Ethbaal—with Baal

Father of Jezebel … 1 Kin. 16:31

Ether—plenty

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:42

Ethics—a system setting forth standards of right conduct

Perversion of … Rom. 1:19–32

Law of … Rom. 2:14–16

Summary of Christian … Rom. 12:1–21

Ethiopia (Cush)—burnt face

Country south of Egypt … Ezek. 29:10

Home of the sons of Ham … Gen. 10:6

Famous for minerals … Job 28:19

Merchandise of … Is. 45:14

Wealth of … Is. 43:3

Militarily strong … 2 Chr. 12:2, 3

Anguished people … Ezek. 30:4–9

Defeated by Asa … 2 Chr. 14:9–15

Subdued … Dan. 11:43

Prophecies against … Is. 20:1–6

Hopeful promise … Ps. 68:31

Ethiopians—descendants of Cush

Skin of, unchangeable … Jer. 13:23

Moses’ marriage to … Num. 12:1

Ebed-Melech saves Jeremiah … Jer. 38:7

Eunuch converted … Acts 8:26–40

Eth Kazin—time of a judge

On border of Zebulun … Josh. 19:13, 16

Ethnan—hire

Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:5–7

Ethni—liberal

Levite … 1 Chr. 6:41

Eubulus—prudent

Christian at Rome … 2 Tim. 4:21

Eucharist (see Lord’s Supper)

Eunice—blessed with victory

Mother of Timothy … 2 Tim. 1:5

Eunuch—an officer or official, emasculated

A. Rules concerning:

Excluded from congregation … Deut. 23:1

Given promise … Is. 56:3–5

B. Duties of:

Keeper of harem … Esth. 2:3, 14

Attendant … Dan. 1:3, 7, 10, 11

Treasurer … Acts 8:27

Seven, serving Ahasuerus … Esth. 1:10, 15

C. The Ethiopian:

Philip preaches to … Acts 8:27–35

Is baptized … Acts 8:36–38

Euodia—good journey

Christian woman at Philippi … Phil. 4:2

Euphrates—that which makes fruitful

River of Eden … Gen. 2:14 

Assyria bounded by … 2 Kin. 23:29

Babylon on … Jer. 51:13, 36

Boundary of Promised Land … Gen. 15:18; 1 Kin. 4:21, 24

Scene of battle … Jer. 46:2, 6, 10

Exiled Jews weep there … Ps. 137:1

Angels bound there … Rev. 9:14

Waters of will dry up … Rev. 16:12

Euroclydon—east wind

Violent wind … Acts 27:14

Eutychus—fortunate

Sleeps during Paul’s sermon … Acts 20:9

Restored to life … Acts 20:12

Evangelism—declaring gospel to the unregenerate

A. Scope:

To all nations … Matt. 28:19, 20; Mark 16:15

House to house … Acts 5:42

Always … 1 Pet. 3:15

As ambassadors … 2 Cor. 5:18–20

B. Source:

Jesus Christ … Gal. 1:6–12

The Father … John 6:44, 65

The Spirit … Acts 1:8

Evangelist—one who proclaims the Good News

Distinct ministry … Eph. 4:11

Applied to Philip … Acts 21:8

Timothy works as … 2 Tim. 4:5

Eve—life

Created in God’s image … Gen. 1:27 

Made from Adam’s rib … Gen. 2:18–22 

Named by Adam … Gen. 3:20

Mother of all living … Gen. 3:20

Deceived by Satan … Gen. 3:1–24 

Fell into sin … 1 Tim. 2:13, 14

Cursed … Gen. 3:16

Evicted from Garden … Gen. 3:24

Names first son Cain … Gen. 4:1

Second son is Abel … Gen. 4:2

Bears Seth … Gen. 4:25

Evening—last hours of sunlight

Labor ceases … Judg. 19:16; Ruth 2:17

Workers paid … Deut. 24:15

Ritual impurity ends … Lev. 11:24–28; Num. 19:19

Meditation … Gen. 24:63

Prayer … Matt. 14:15, 23

Eating … Luke 24:29, 30

Sacrifice … Ex. 29:38–42; Num. 28:3–8

Evening sacrifice—part of Israelite worship

Ritual described … Ex. 29:38–42

Part of continual offering … Num. 28:3–8

Events, Biblical, classified

A. Originating, originating other events:

Creation … Gen. 1

Fall of man … Rom. 5:12

B. Epochal, introducing new period:

Flood … Gen. 6–8

Giving of Law at Sinai … Ex. 20:1–17

The death of Christ … Matt. 27:50, 51; Heb. 9

C. Typical, foreshadowing some New Testament event:

The Passover—Christ as Lamb … Ex. 12; John 1:35–37; 1 Cor. 5:7, 8

Serpent on pole—Christ on the cross … Num. 8:10; John 3:14, 15

Jonah and great fish—Christ’s death and resurrection … Jon. 1; 2; Matt. 12:38–41

D. Prophetic, prophesying future events:

Return from exile … 2 Chr. 36:22, 23; Jer. 29:10

Destruction of Jerusalem … Luke 19:41–44; Luke 21:20–24

E. Redemptive, connected with humankind’s salvation:

Advent of Christ … Luke 2:11; Gal. 4:4, 5

Death of Christ … Luke 24:44–47; 1 Tim. 1:15

F. Unique, those without parallel:

Creation … Gen. 1

Virgin birth … Matt. 1:18–25; Luke 1:30–37

G. Miraculous, those produced by supernatural means:

Plagues on Egypt … Ex. 7–12

Crossing Red Sea … Ex. 14; 15

Fall of Jericho … Josh. 6

Sun’s standing still … Josh. 10:12–14

H. Judgmental, those judging people for sins:

Flood … 2 Pet. 2:5

Sodom and Gomorrah … Gen. 19; 2 Pet. 2:6

Killing of Israelites … Ex. 32:25–35; Num. 25:1–9

I. Transforming, those producing a change:

Christ’s transfiguration … Matt. 17:1–8

Conversion of Paul … Acts 9; 1 Tim. 1:12–14

Believer’s regeneration … John 3:1–8; 2 Cor. 5:17

J. Providential, those manifesting God’s providence:

Baby’s cry … Ex. 2:5–10

Joseph’s being sold into Egypt … Gen. 37:26–28; Gen. 45:1–9

King’s sleepless night … Esth. 6:1–10

K. Confirmatory, those confirming some promise:

Rainbow … Gen. 9:11–17

Worship at Sinai … Ex. 3:12

Aaron’s rod … Num. 17:1–11

Thunder and rain … 1 Sam. 12:16–18

Sun’s shadow moved backward … 2 Kin. 20:8–11; Is. 38:1–8

L. Promissory, those fulfilling some promise:

Pentecost … Joel 2:28–32; Acts 2

Spirit’s coming … Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4, 5, 8; Acts 2:1–4

Possession of land … Gen. 15:18–21; Josh. 24:3, 11–19

M. Eschatological, those connected with Christ’s return:

Doom of the Antichrist … 2 Thess. 2:1–12

Resurrection and translation … 1 Cor. 15:35–38, 42; 1 Thess. 4:13–18

Resurrection and judgment … Matt. 25:31–46; Acts 17:31; Rev. 20:11–15

Destruction of the world … 2 Pet. 3:7–15

Evi—desirous

King of Midian … Num. 31:8

Land of, assigned to Reuben … Josh. 13:15, 21

Evidence—ground for belief

A. Based upon:

Testimony of witnesses … Matt. 18:16

Personal testimony … Acts 26:1–27

Fulfilled prophecy … Matt. 1:22, 23

Supernatural testimony … Matt. 3:17

New life … 1 John 3:14

B. Kinds of:

Circumstantial … Gen. 39:7–19

False … Matt. 26:59–61

Fabricated … Gen. 37:29–33

Confirmed … Heb. 2:3, 4

Satanic … 2 Thess. 2:9, 10

Indisputable … 1 Cor. 15:1–19

C. Need of:

Confirm weak faith … Luke 7:19, 22

Remove doubt … John 20:24–29

Refute mockers … 2 Pet. 3:3–7

Attest a messenger of God … Ex. 8:18, 19

Produce faith … John 20:30, 31

Evil—that which is morally injurious

A. Origin of:

Begins with Satan … Is. 14:12–14

Enters world … Rom. 5:12

Comes from the heart … Matt. 15:18, 19

Inflamed by lust … James 1:14

B. Applied to:

People … Matt. 12:35

Heart … Jer. 17:9

Imaginations … Gen. 6:5

Generation … Matt. 12:39

Age … Gal. 1:4

Our days … Eph. 5:16

Conscience … Heb. 10:22

Spirits … Matt. 12:45

C. Satan as “the evil one”:

Lord safeguards against … John 17:15

D. The Christian should guard against, evil:

Heart of unbelief … Heb. 3:12

Thoughts … James 2:4

Boastings … James 4:16

Things … Rom. 12:9

Deeds … 2 John 9–11

Appearance … 1 Thess. 5:22

Evil—that which is physically harmful: floods, earthquakes, etc.

Part of man’s curse … Gen. 3:17–19

Men cry out against … Rev. 9:18–21

Can be misinterpreted … Luke 13:1–3

Foreseen by prudent … Prov. 22:3

Will continue to the end … Matt. 24:6–8, 14

Believers share in … 2 Cor. 12:7–10

To be borne patiently … Job 2:7–10; James 5:11

Prospects of relief from … Rom. 8:18–39

Relieved now by faith … Heb. 3:17–19

None in heaven … Rev. 7:14–17

Evil companions (see Association)

Evildoers—workers of evil

Christians wrongly called … 1 Pet. 2:12

Christians should not be … 1 Pet. 4:15

Christians cry against … Ps. 119:115

Punished by magistrates … Rom. 13:1–4

End of, certain … Ps. 34:16

Evil eye

Descriptive of one’s inner being … Mark 7:21, 22

Shown in attitudes … Matt. 20:15

Evil-Merodach—man of Marduk

Babylonian king (562–560 B.C.); succeed Nebuchadnezzar … 2 Kin. 25:27–30

Evil-mindedness

Full of envy … Rom. 1:29

Evil speaking

A. The evil of:

Sign of unregeneracy … Ps. 10:7

Aimed at righteous … Ps. 64:2–5

Defiles the whole body … James 3:5–10

Disrupts fellowship … 3 John 9–11

Severely condemned … James 4:11

Punished … 1 Cor. 6:9, 10

B. Not to be confused with:

Denunciation of vice … Titus 1:12, 13

Description of sinners … Acts 13:9, 10

Defense of the faith … Jude 4, 8–16

Evil spirits—demons

Sent upon King Saul … 1 Sam. 16:14

Ahab prompted to evil by … 1 Kin. 22:1–23

To be cast out by believers in Jesus’ name … Mark 16:17

Cast out by Jesus … Luke 7:21

Cast out by Paul … Acts 19:11, 12

Evolution—development of life from lower to higher forms

A. Conflicts with:

God’s description … Gen. 1:26, 27 ; Gen. 2:21–25 

Moses’ record … Ex. 20:11; Deut. 4:32

B. Not accepted by:

Jesus … Matt. 19:4–6; Rom. 5:12–19

Paul … 1 Cor. 15:22, 45; 1 Tim. 2:13, 14

Exaltation—the state of being raised up

A. Of evil people:

Originates in Satan … Luke 4:5, 6

Defies God … 2 Kin. 18:28–35

Perverts religion … Dan. 11:36, 37

Brings downfall … Esth. 6:6–14; Esth. 7:9

Merits punishment … 1 Kin. 16:1–4

Displayed by Herod … Acts 12:21–23

Seen in the Antichrist … 2 Thess. 2:4, 9

B. Of good men:

Principle of … Matt. 23:12

Follows humility … 1 Pet. 5:6

Restrictions upon … 2 Cor. 10:5

Brings glory … James 1:9

False, brings sorrow … 1 Cor. 4:6–14

Final, in heaven … Rev. 22:5

C. Of Christ:

Promised … Ps. 2:8, 9

Predicted by Christ … Matt. 26:64

The Ascension … Acts 2:33, 34

Seen by Stephen … Acts 7:55, 56

Taught by the apostles … Eph. 1:20–22

Set forth as a reward … Phil. 2:9–11

Introduces priestly intercession … Heb. 1:3

Examination of others

Of Jesus … Luke 23:13, 14

Of Peter … Acts 4:8, 9

Of Paul … Acts 22:24, 25

Examination of self

Sought by David … Ps. 26:2

Must precede Lord’s Supper … 1 Cor. 11:28

Necessary for real faith … 2 Cor. 13:5

Example—a pattern

A. Purposes of:

Set forth sin’s punishment … 2 Pet. 2:6

Show unbelief’s consequences … Heb. 4:11

Restrain from evil … 1 Cor. 10:6–11

Illustrate humility … John 13:14, 15; 1 Pet. 3:5

Exemplify patience … James 5:10, 11; 1 Pet. 2:20–22

Portray Christian conduct … Phil. 3:17

B. Of evil people:

Covetousness—Achan … Josh. 7:20, 21

Immorality—Eli’s sons … 1 Sam. 2:22–25

Rebellion—Saul … 1 Sam. 15:17–23

Folly—Nabal … 1 Sam. 25:25–37

Idolatry—Jeroboam … 1 Kin. 12:26–33

Vindictiveness—Herodias … Matt. 14:3, 6–11

C. Of good men:

Humility—Moses … Num. 12:3

Example—continued

Holy zeal—Phinehas … Num. 25:7–13

Faith—Caleb … Josh. 14:6–15

Fidelity—Joshua … Josh. 24:15–25

Loyalty—Ruth … Ruth 1:14–17

Courage—David … 1 Sam. 17:32–37

Holy life—Daniel … Ezek. 14:14, 20

Servanthood—Mary … John 12:3, 7, 8

Perseverance—Job … James 5:10, 11

Christian living—Paul … Phil. 3:17

Example of Christ, the

A. Virtues illustrated by:

Compassion … Matt. 9:36

Gentleness … Matt. 11:29

Self-denial … Matt. 16:24

Love … John 13:34

Obedience … John 15:10

Benevolence … 2 Cor. 8:7, 9

Humility … Phil. 2:5–8

Forgiveness … Col. 3:13

Suffering wrongfully … 1 Pet. 2:21–23

Purity … 1 John 3:3

B. The Christian approach to:

Progressive … 2 Cor. 3:18

Instructive … Eph. 4:20–24

Imitative … 1 Pet. 2:21–23

Perfective … Rom. 8:29

Excitement—something that stirs us emotionally

A. Causes of:

Great sin … Ex. 32:17–20

Great victory … 1 Sam. 17:52

God’s power … 1 Kin. 18:22–41

King’s coronation … 2 Kin. 11:12–16

Human destruction … Esth. 9:1–19

Handwriting on the wall … Dan. 5:5–9

Miracle … Acts 19:13–20

B. Time of:

The giving of the Law … Heb. 12:18–21

Christ’s death … Matt. 27:51–54

Pentecost … Acts 2:1–47

Christ’s return … Luke 21:25–28

Exclusiveness—setting boundaries against others

A. Christianity’s, only one:

Door … John 10:1, 7, 9

Way … John 14:6

Salvation … Acts 4:12

B. The Bible’s, only book:

Inspired … 1 Tim. 3:16

Revealing God … Heb. 1:1

Written to save humankind … John 20:30, 31

Containing true prophecies … John 5:45–47

Excommunication—expulsion from membership in a body

A. Separation from:

Kingship … 1 Sam. 16:1

Foreigners … Neh. 13:1–3

Priesthood … Neh. 13:27, 28

B. Practice of:

To intimidate people … John 9:19–23

Against true Christians … John 16:1, 2

Against false teachers … 2 John 10, 11

C. Method of:

Described … Matt. 18:15–17

Illustrated … 1 Cor. 5:1–13

Perverted … 3 John 9, 10

Excuse—an invalid reason for neglect of duty

A. Nature of, blaming:

Wife … Gen. 3:12

The people … 1 Sam. 15:20, 21

God’s mercy … Jon. 4:1–4

God’s providence … Num. 14:1–23

B. Invalidity of:

Shown to Moses … Ex. 3:10–12

Proved to Gideon … Judg. 6:36–40

Made plain to Esther … Esth. 4:13–17

Illustrated by Christ … Luke 14:16–24

Relayed to the inhabitants of Hades … Luke 16:27–31

Made evident to Thomas … John 20:24–28

Exhortation—encouraging others to commendable conduct

A. Objects of:

Call to repentance … Luke 3:17, 18

Continue in the faith … Acts 14:22

Convict contradictors … Titus 1:9

Warn the unruly … 1 Thess. 5:14

Encourage soberness … Titus 3:1

Strengthen godliness … 1 Thess. 4:1–6

Stir up liberality … 2 Cor. 9:5–7

B. Office of:

Commended … Rom. 12:8

Part of the ministry … Titus 2:15

Needed before times of hardening … 2 Tim. 4:2–5

C. Nature of:

Daily duty … Heb. 3:13

For holiness … 1 Thess. 2:3, 4

Worthy of reception … Heb. 13:22

Belongs to all … Heb. 10:25

Special need of … Jude 3, 4

Exile—banished from one’s native land; captive

Chemosh … Jer. 48:7

Christ … Matt. 2:13–15

David … 1 Sam. 21:10–15

Israel—Ten Tribes … Amos 7:11

Jeconiah … Jer. 27:20

Jehoiachin … 2 Kin. 24:15

Jeremiah … Jer. 43:4–7

Jeroboam … 1 Kin. 11:40

John … Rev. 1:9

Judah … 2 Kin. 25:21

Nebuchadnezzar … Jer. 29:1

Syrians … Amos 1:5

See Captivity

Exodus, the—a departure

Leave Egypt … Ex. 12:31–42

Cross Red Sea … Ex. 14:1–31

Bitter water sweetened … Ex. 15:22–26

Manna in wilderness … Ex. 16:1–36

Water from a rock … Ex. 17:1–7

Defeat of Amalek … Ex. 17:8–16

At Sinai … Ex. 19:1–25

Depart Sinai … Num. 10:33, 34

Lord sends quail … Num. 11:1–35

Twelve spies … Num. 13:1–33

Rebellion at Kadesh … Num. 14:1–45

Korah’s rebellion … Num. 16:1–34

Aaron’s rod … Num. 17:1–13

Moses’ sin … Num. 20:2–13

Fiery serpents … Num. 21:4–9

Balak and Balaam … Num. 22:1–24:25

Midianites conquered … Num. 31:1–24

Death of Moses … Deut. 34:1–8

Accession of Joshua … Deut. 34:9

Exodus, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Escape from Egypt … Ex. 12:31–42

The Law … Ex. 20:1–17

The tabernacle and priesthood … Ex. 24:12–31:18

Exorcists—those who use oaths to dispel evil spirits

Paul encounters … Acts 19:13, 19

Expanse—firmament; vault

Created by God … Gen. 1:8 

Stars placed in … Gen. 1:14, 17 

Compared to a tent curtain … Ps. 104:2

Expressive of God’s glory … Ps. 19:1

Saints compared to … Dan. 12:3

Expectation—looking forward

Conquest … Num. 14:1–24

Victory … Josh. 7:4–13

Relief … 1 Kin. 12:4–15

Impending doom … 2 Kin. 23:25–27

Elevation … Esth. 6:6–14

The wicked … Prov. 10:28

Righteous … Ps. 62:5

Death … Acts 28:3–6

Expediency—a method of justifying an act

To fulfill God’s plan … John 11:50

To avoid offense … 1 Cor. 8:8–13

To save others … 1 Cor. 9:19–23

To accomplish a task … 2 Cor. 8:10–12

Illustrations … Acts 16:3

Expense—the cost involved

Royalty, foretold … 1 Sam. 8:11–18

Royalty, realized … 1 Kin. 4:22, 23

Of soul’s salvation … Mark 8:34–38

Experiment—a test designed to prove something

Jacob … Gen. 30:37–43

Aaron’s sons … Lev. 10:1–3

Philistines … 1 Sam. 6:1–18

Daniel … Dan. 1:11–16

God’s goodness … Mal. 3:10–12

Expiation—atonement

Under Law … Lev. 14:11–20; Lev. 16:11–28

Prophecy of Isaiah … Is. 53:1–12

Fulfilled in Christ … Acts 8:27–39; 1 Pet. 2:21–25

Explanation—making simple and plain

Of a condition … Luke 16:25–31

Of a phenomenon … Acts 2:1–21

Of a decision … Acts 15:15–31

Expulsion—driving out by force

From:

Eden … Gen. 3:22–24

The priesthood … Neh. 13:27–29

A city … Luke 4:16–29

By persecution … Acts 13:50, 51

Extortion—money obtained by force or threat

Innocency from, pretended … Matt. 23:25

Fellowship with, forbidden … 1 Cor. 5:10, 11

Sin of, proscribed … Luke 3:13, 14

Examples of … Gen. 47:13–26

Extremity—the greatest degree of something

Human faith … Gen. 22:1–3

Grief … 2 Sam. 18:33

Pride … Is. 14:13, 14

Pain … Matt. 27:46–50

Degradation … Luke 15:13–16

Torments … Luke 16:23, 24

Human endurance … 2 Cor. 1:8–10

Eye—the organ of sight

A. Affected by:

Age … Gen. 27:1

Wine … Gen. 49:12

Sorrow … Job 17:7

Disease … Lev. 26:16

Grief … Ps. 6:7

Light … Acts 22:11

B. Of God, figurative of:

Omniscience … 2 Chr. 16:9

Holiness … Hab. 1:13

Guidance … Ps. 32:8

Protection … Ps. 33:18

C. Of human, figurative of:

Revealed knowledge … Num. 24:3

Lawlessness … Judg. 17:6

Jealousy … 1 Sam. 18:9

Understanding … Ps. 19:8

Agreement … Is. 52:8

Great sorrow … Jer. 9:1

Retaliation … Matt. 5:38

The essential nature … Matt. 6:22, 23

Moral state … Matt. 7:3–5

Spiritual inability … Matt. 13:15

Spiritual dullness … Mark 8:17, 18

Future glory … 1 Cor. 2:9

Enlightenment … Eph. 1:18

Unworthy service … Eph. 6:6

Worldliness … 1 John 2:16

Evil desires … 2 Pet. 2:14

D. Prophecies concerning:

Shall see the Redeemer … Job 19:25–27

Gentiles shall see … Is. 42:6, 7

Blind shall see … Is. 29:18

Will see the King … Is. 33:17

Will see Jesus … Rev. 1:7

Tears of, shall be wiped away … Rev. 7:17

Eyebrows—the arch of hair over the eyes

Of lepers, shaved off … Lev. 14:2, 9

Eye salve—an ointment

Christ mentions … Rev. 3:18

Eyeservice—service performed only when watched by another

Highly obnoxious … Eph. 6:6

Eyewitness—a firsthand observer

Consulted by Luke … Luke 1:1, 2

Of Christ’s majesty … 2 Pet. 1:16

Ezbai—shining

Naarai’s father … 1 Chr. 11:37

Ezbon—bright

1. Son of Gad … Gen. 46:16

2. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 7:7

Ezekiel—God strengthens

A. Life of:

Priest; son of Buzi … Ezek. 1:3

Carried captive to Babylon … Ezek. 1:1–3

Lived among exiles … Ezek. 3:15–17

His wife died … Ezek. 24:18

Persecuted … Ezek. 3:25

Often consulted … Ezek. 8:1

Prophetic minister … Ezek. 3:17–21

B. Visions of:

God’s glory … Ezek. 1:4–28

Abominations … Ezek. 8:5–18

Valley of dry bones … Ezek. 37:1–14

Messianic times … Ezek. 40–48

River of life … Ezek. 47:1–5

C. Methods employed by:

Muteness … Ezek. 3:26

Illustrates siege of Jerusalem … Ezek. 4:1–3

Lay on left side390 days … Ezek. 4:4, 5

Lay on right side40 days … Ezek. 4:6

Shaves himself … Ezek. 5:1–4

Removes belongings … Ezek. 12:3–16

Uses boiling pot … Ezek. 24:1–14

Does not mourn forwife … Ezek. 24:16–27

Uses parables … Ezek. 17:2–10

Ezekiel, Book of—a Book of the Old Testament

Prophecies against Israel … Ezek. 1:1–24:27

Prophecies against the nations … Ezek. 25:1–32:32

Prophecies of restoration … Ezek. 33:1–39:29

The messianic kingdom … Ezek. 40:1–48:35

Ezel—departure

David’s hiding place … 1 Sam. 20:19

Ezem—bone

Village of Judah … Josh. 15:29

Assigned to Simeon … Josh. 19:3

Ezer—help

1. Horite tribe … 1 Chr. 1:38

Son of Seir … Gen. 36:21

2. Ephraimite … 1 Chr. 7:21

3. Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:1, 4

4. Gadite warrior … 1 Chr. 12:9

5. Son of Jeshua … Neh. 3:19

6. Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:42

Ezion Geber—backbone of a giant

Town on the Red Sea … 1 Kin. 9:26

Israelite encampment … Num. 33:35

Seaport of Israel’s navy … 1 Kin. 22:48

See Elath

Eznite—spear; to be sharp

Adino, the warrior of David … 2 Sam. 23:8

Called Tachmonite … 2 Sam. 23:8

Called Hachmonite … 1 Chr. 11:11

Ezra—help

1. Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:1, 7

Called Azariah … Neh. 10:2

2. Scribe, priest and reformer of postexilic times … Ezra 7:1–6

Commissioned by Artaxerxes … Ezra 7:6–28

Takes exiles with him … Ezra 8:1–20

Proclaims a fast … Ezra 8:21–23

Commits treasures to the priests … Ezra 8:24–30

Comes to Jerusalem … Ezra 8:31, 32

Institutes reforms … Ezra 9:1–15

Reads the Law to the people … Neh. 8:1–18

Helps in dedication … Neh. 12:27–43

Ezra, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Return from exile … Ezra 1:1–2:70

Rebuilding the temple … Ezra 3:1–6:22

Celebrated Passover … Ezra 7:19–22

Reformation … Ezra 9:1–10:44

Ezrahite—belonging to Ezrach

Family name of Ethan and Heman … 1 Kin. 4:31

Ezri—my help

David’s farm overseer … 1 Chr. 27:26


F

Fable—a fictitious story

A. Form of allegory:

The trees … Judg. 9:7–15

The thistle … 2 Kin. 14:9

Fable—continued

B. Form of fiction, contrary to:

Edification … 1 Tim. 1:4

Godliness … 1 Tim. 4:6, 7

Truth … 2 Tim. 4:4

Facts … 2 Pet. 1:16

Face—front part of head

A. Acts performed on:

Spitting on … Deut. 25:9

Disfiguring of … Matt. 6:16

Painting of … 2 Kin. 9:30

Hitting … 2 Cor. 11:20

B. Acts indicated by:

Falling on— worship … Gen. 17:3

Covering of—mourning … 2 Sam. 19:4

Hiding of—disapproval … Deut. 31:17, 18

Turning away of—rejection … 2 Chr. 30:9

Setting of—determination … 2 Kin. 12:17

Face of the Lord

A. Toward the righteous:

Shine on … Num. 6:25

Do not hide … Ps. 102:2

Hide from our sins … Ps. 51:9

Shall see … Rev. 22:4

B. Toward the wicked:

Is against … Ps. 34:16

Set against … Jer. 21:10

They hide from … Rev. 6:16

Failure

A. Causes of:

Actions contrary to God’s will … Gen. 11:3–8

Disobedience … Num. 14:40–45

Sin … Josh. 7:3–12

Lack of prayer … Matt. 17:15–20; Mark 9:24–29

Not counting the cost … Luke 14:28–32

Unbelief … Heb. 4:6

B. Examples of:

Esau … Gen. 25:29–34

Eli’s sons … 1 Sam. 2:12–17

King Saul … 1 Sam. 16:1

Absalom … 2 Sam. 18:6–17

Hananiah … Jer. 28:1–17

Haman … Esth. 7:1–10

Fainting, faintheartedness—a loss of vital powers; weary; lacking courage

A. Causes of:

Physical fatigue … Gen. 25:29, 30

Famine … Gen. 47:13

Unbelief … Gen. 45:26

Fear … Josh. 2:24

Sin … Lev. 26:31

Sickness … Job 4:5

Human weakness … Is. 40:29–31

Ecstasy of visions … Dan. 8:27

Disappointment … Jon. 4:8

B. Antidotes against:

Removal of the fearful … Deut. 20:8

Fair—English rendering of numerous Hebrew and Greek words

Beautiful … Song 1:15, 16

Good … Matt. 16:2

Fair Havens

Harbor of Crete … Acts 27:8

Faith—confidence in the testimony of another

A. Nature of:

Work of God … John 6:29

God’s gift … Eph. 2:8

Comes from the heart … Rom. 10:9, 10

Substance of unseen things … Heb. 11:1

B. Obtained from:

Scriptures … John 20:30, 31

Preaching … John 17:20

Gospel … Acts 15:7

Hearing the word … Rom. 10:17

C. Objects of:

God … John 14:1

Christ … John 20:31

Moses’ writings … John 5:46

Writings of the prophets … Acts 26:27

Gospel … Mark 1:15

God’s promises … Rom. 4:21

D. Kinds of:

Saving … Rom. 10:9, 10

Temporary … Luke 8:13

Intellectual … James 2:19

Dead … James 2:17, 20

E. Described as:

Boundless … John 11:21–27

Common … Titus 1:4

Great … Matt. 8:10

Holy … Jude 20

Humble … Luke 7:6, 7

Little … Matt. 8:26

Mutual … Rom. 1:12

Perfect … James 2:22

Precious … 2 Pet. 1:1

Rootless … Luke 8:13

Small … Matt. 17:20

Unfeigned … 1 Tim. 1:5

United … Mark 2:5

Venturing … Matt. 14:28, 29

F. The fruits of:

Remission of sins … Acts 10:43

Justification … Acts 13:39

Freedom from condemnation … John 3:18

Salvation … Mark 16:16

Sanctification … Acts 15:9

Freedom from spiritual death … John 11:25, 26

Spiritual light … John 12:36, 46

Spiritual life … John 20:31

Eternal life … John 3:15, 16

Adoption … John 1:12

Access to God … Eph. 3:12

Edification … 1 Tim. 1:4

Preservation … John 10:26–29

Inheritance … Acts 26:18

Peace and rest … Rom. 5:1

G. Place of, in Christian life:

Live by … Rom. 1:17

Walk by … Rom. 4:12

Pray by … Matt. 21:22

Resist evil by … Eph. 6:16

Overcome world by … 1 John 2:13–17

Fight the good fight of … 1 Tim. 6:12

Die in … Heb. 11:13

H. Growth of, in Christian life:

Stand fast in … 1 Cor. 16:13

Continue in … Acts 14:22

Be strong in … Rom. 4:20–24

Abound in … 2 Cor. 8:7

Be grounded in … Col. 1:23

Hold fast … 1 Tim. 1:19

Pray for increase of … Luke 17:5

Have assurance of … 2 Tim. 1:12

I. Examples of, in Old Testament:

Abel … Heb. 11:4

Enoch … Heb. 11:5

Noah … Heb. 11:7

Abraham … Rom. 4:16–20

Sarah … Heb. 11:11

Jacob … Heb. 11:21

Joseph … Heb. 11:22

Moses … Heb. 11:23–29

Caleb … Josh. 14:6, 12

Rahab … Heb. 11:31

Jonathan … 1 Sam. 14:6

David … 1 Sam. 17:37

Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 20:5, 12

Three Hebrew captives … Dan. 3:16, 17

Job … Job 19:25

Others … Heb. 11:32–39

J. Examples of, in New Testament:

Centurion … Matt. 8:5–10

Jairus … Mark 5:22, 23

Sick woman … Mark 5:25–34

Syro-Phoenician woman … Mark 7:24–30

Bartimaeus … Mark 10:46–52

Sinful woman … Luke 7:36–50

Ten lepers … Luke 17:11–19

Certain nobleman … John 4:46–54

Mary and Martha … John 11:1–32

Thomas … John 20:24–29

Multitudes … Acts 5:14

Stephen … Acts 6:8

Samaritans … Acts 8:5–12

Ethiopian eunuch … Acts 8:26–39

Barnabas … Acts 11:22–24

Lydia … Acts 16:14, 15

Philippian jailer … Acts 16:25–34

Paul … Acts 27:23–25

Faith as a body of belief

Priests obedient to … Acts 6:7

Churches established in … Acts 16:5

Stand fast in … 1 Cor. 16:13

Paul preaches … Gal. 1:23

Now revealed … Gal. 3:23

Household of … Gal. 6:10

Contending for … Phil. 1:27

Hold purely … 1 Tim. 3:9

Denial of … 1 Tim. 5:8

Some erred from … 1 Tim. 6:10, 21

Reprobate … 2 Tim. 3:8

Paul keeps … 2 Tim. 4:7

Chosen of God … Titus 1:1

Common among redeemed … Titus 1:4

To be sound in … Titus 1:13

Faithfulness—living out one’s faith in daily life

A. Manifested in:

Fruit of the Spirit … Gal. 5:22

God’s service … Matt. 24:45

Declaring God’s Word … Jer. 23:38

Bearing witness … Prov. 14:5

Keeping secrets … Prov. 11:13

Helping others … 3 John 5

Doing work … 2 Chr. 34:12

Positions of trust … Neh. 13:13

Reproving others … Prov. 27:6

Conveying messages … Prov. 25:13

Smallest things … Luke 16:10–12

All things … 1 Tim. 3:11

B. Illustrated in lives of:

Abraham … Gal. 3:9

Abraham’s servant … Gen. 24:32, 33

Those taught … 2 Tim. 2:2

Joseph … Gen. 39:22, 23

Moses … Num. 12:7; Heb. 3:5

David … 2 Sam. 22:22–25

Elijah … 1 Kin. 19:10, 14

Josiah … 2 Kin. 22:1, 2

Abijah … 2 Chr. 13:4–12

Micaiah … 2 Chr. 18:12, 13

Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 20:1–30

Azariah … 2 Chr. 26:16–20

Hanani and Hananiah … Neh. 7:1, 2

Isaiah … Is. 39:1–8

Jeremiah … Jer. 26:1–15

Daniel … Dan. 6:10

John the Baptist … Luke 3:7–19

Jesus … Heb. 3:1, 2

Peter … Acts 4:8–12

Paul … Acts 17:16, 17

Antipas … Rev. 2:13

Faithfulness of God

A. Described as:

Everlasting … Ps. 119:90

Established … Ps. 89:2

Unfailing … Ps. 89:33

Infinite … Ps. 36:5

Great … Lam. 3:23

Incomparable … Ps. 89:8

B. Manifested in:

Counsels … Is. 25:1

Covenant-keeping … Deut. 7:9

Forgiving sins … 1 John 1:9

Testimonies … Ps. 119:138

Judgments … Jer. 51:29

Promises … 1 Kin. 8:20

Falcon

Unclean bird … Deut. 14:12, 13

Fall of humankind

A. Occasion of:

Satan’s temptation … Gen. 3:1–5

Eve’s yielding … 2 Cor. 11:3

Adam’s disobedience … Rom. 5:12–19

B. Temporal consequences of:

Driven from Paradise … Gen. 3:24

Condemned to hard labor … Gen. 3:16, 19

Women to experience pain in childbirth … Gen. 3:16

Condemned to die … 1 Cor. 15:22

C. Spiritual consequences of:

Separated from God … Eph. 4:18

Born in sin … John 3:6

Evil in heart … Matt. 15:19

Corrupt and perverse … Rom. 3:12–16

In bondage to sin … Rom. 6:19

In bondage to Satan … Heb. 2:14, 15

Dead in sin … Col. 2:13

Spiritually blind … Eph. 4:18

Utterly depraved … Titus 1:15

Change from, not in man … Jer. 2:22

Only God can change … John 3:16

Fallow ground—a field plowed and left unplanted

Used figuratively … Jer. 4:3; Hos. 10:12

False accusations

A. Against men:

Joseph … Gen. 39:7–20

Moses … Num. 16:1–3, 13

Ahimelech … 1 Sam. 22:10–16

David … Ps. 41:5–9

Elijah … 1 Kin. 18:17, 18

Naboth … 1 Kin. 21:1–14

Jeremiah … Jer. 26:8–11

Amos … Amos 7:10, 11

Stephen … Acts 6:11, 13

Paul … Acts 21:27–29

Those first to receive Holy Spirit … Acts 2:14, 15

B. Against Christ:

Gluttony … Matt. 11:19

Blasphemy … Matt. 26:64, 65

Insanity … Mark 3:21

Demon possession … John 7:20

Sabbath desecration … John 9:16

Treason … John 19:12

False apostles

Opposed Paul … 2 Cor. 11:1–15

False christs

Christ foretells their coming … Matt. 24:24

Christ warns against … Mark 13:21–23

See Antichrist

False confidence

A. Characteristics of:

Self-righteous … Rom. 2:3

Spiritually blind … Is. 28:15, 19

Sensualist … Gal. 6:7, 8

Worldly secure … 1 Thess. 5:3

B. Causes of trusting in:

Riches … 1 Tim. 6:17

Worldly success … Luke 12:19, 20

Men … Is. 30:1–5

Oneself … Matt. 26:33–35

Ignoring God’s providence … James 4:13–15

C. Warnings against:

Curse on … Jer. 17:5

Do not glory in human beings … 1 Cor. 3:21

Human limitation … 2 Cor. 1:9

Mighty will fail … Ps. 33:16, 17

Boasting … 1 Kin. 20:11

D. Instances of:

Babel’s men … Gen. 11:4

Sennacherib … 2 Kin. 19:20–37

Asa … 2 Chr. 16:7–12

Peter … Luke 22:33, 34

Falsehood—turning truth into a lie

A. Manifested by false:

Witnesses … Ps. 27:12

Balances … Prov. 11:1

Tongue … Ps. 120:3

Report … Ex. 23:1

Prophets … Jer. 5:2, 31

Knowledge … 1 Tim. 6:20

B. God’s people:

Must avoid … Ex. 23:7

Must hate … Ps. 119:104, 128

Must endure … Acts 6:13

Are falsely charged with … Jer. 37:14; Matt. 5:11

False professions

A. Pretending to be:

Harmless … Josh. 9:3–16

Innocent … Matt. 27:24

Divine … Acts 12:21–23

Sincere … Matt. 26:47–49

True prophets … 1 Kin. 22:6–12

B. Exposed by:

Prophets … Jer. 28:1–17

Christ … John 13:21–30

Apostles … Acts 5:1–11

False prophets

A. Tests of:

Doctrine … Is. 8:20

Prophecies … 1 Kin. 13:1–32

Lives … Matt. 7:15, 16

Spirit behind … 1 John 4:1–3

B. Characteristics of:

Prophesy peace … Jer. 23:17

Speak a lie … Jer. 28:15

Pretend to be true … Matt. 7:22, 23

Teach corruption … 2 Pet. 2:10–22

Seduce to immorality … Rev. 2:20

C. Examples of:

Zedekiah … 1 Kin. 22:11, 12

Hananiah … Jer. 28:1–17

In the last days … Matt. 24:3, 11

False teachers

A. Characteristics of:

Grace-perverters … Gal. 1:6–8

Money-lovers … Luke 16:14

Christ-deniers … 2 Pet. 2:1

Truth-resisters … 2 Tim. 3:8

Fable-lovers … 2 Tim. 4:3, 4

Destitute of the truth … 1 Tim. 6:3–5

Bound by traditions … Matt. 15:9

Unstable … 1 Tim. 1:6, 7

Deceitful … Eph. 4:14

Lustful … 2 Pet. 2:12–19

B. Prevalence of:

In Paul’s time … 2 Tim. 1:14, 15

During this age … 1 Tim. 4:1–3

At Christ’s return … 2 Tim. 4:3, 4

C. Examples of:

Balaam … Rev. 2:14

Bar-Jesus … Acts 13:6

Ephesian elders … Acts 20:30; Rev. 2:2

Epicureans … Acts 17:18

False apostles … 2 Cor. 11:5, 13; 2 Cor. 12:11

Freedmen … Acts 6:9

Herodians … Mark 3:6; Mark 12:13

Hymenaeus … 2 Tim. 2:17

Nicolaitans … Rev. 2:15

Pharisees … Matt. 23:26

Philetus … 2 Tim. 2:17

Sadducees … Matt. 16:12

Scribes … Matt. 12:38, 39

False teachers—continued

Serpent (Satan) … Gen. 3:4 

Stoic philosophers … Acts 17:18

Those of the circumcision … Titus 1:10–14

False weights

Prohibited … Deut. 25:13, 14

An abomination … Prov. 11:1

False witnesses

A. Defined as:

Deceptive … Prov. 12:17

Cruel … Prov. 25:18

Speaks lies … Prov. 6:19

Shall perish … Prov. 21:28

Hated by God … Zech. 8:17

Forbidden … Ex. 20:16

B. Sin of:

Comes from corrupt heart … Matt. 15:19

Causes suffering … Ps. 27:12

Merits punishment … Prov. 19:5, 9

C. Punishment of:

Specified … Lev. 6:1–5

Described … Deut. 19:16–20

Visualized … Zech. 5:3, 4

D. Examples of, against:

Ahimelech … 1 Sam. 22:8–18

Naboth … 1 Kin. 21:13

Jeremiah … Jer. 37:12–14

Jesus … Matt. 26:59–61

Stephen … Acts 6:8–13

Paul … Acts 16:19–21

Fame—report; renown; news

A. As report or news of:

Joseph’s brothers … Gen. 45:16

Israel’s departure … Num. 14:15

Jesus’ ministry … Matt. 4:24

B. As reputation or renown of:

Nation … Ezek. 16:14, 15

Joshua’s exploits … Josh. 6:27

God’s works … Josh. 9:9

Solomon’s wisdom … 1 Kin. 4:30, 31

David’s power … 1 Chr. 14:17

The temple’s greatness … 1 Chr. 22:5

God’s glory … Is. 66:19

Mordecai’s fame … Esth. 9:4

Jesus’ works … Matt. 4:24; Matt. 9:31

Familiar spirits

A. Described as:

Source of defilement … Lev. 19:31

Abominable … Deut. 18:10–12

Vain … Is. 8:19

B. The practicers of, to be:

Cut off … Lev. 20:6

Put to death … Lev. 20:27

C. Consulted by:

Saul … 1 Sam. 28:3–25

Manasseh … 2 Kin. 21:6

Family

A. Founded on:

Divine creation … Gen. 1:27, 28 

Marriage … Matt. 19:6

Monogamy … Ex. 20:14

Unity of parents … Ex. 20:12

Headship of husband … 1 Cor. 11:3–7

Obedience of children … Eph. 6:1–3

Common concern … Luke 16:27, 28

B. Disturbed by:

Polygamy … Gen. 4:19–24

Jealousy … Gen. 37:3, 4, 18–27

Hatred … Gen. 4:5, 8

Disrespect … Gen. 9:21, 22

Deceit … Gen. 37:31–35

Ambition … 2 Sam. 15:1–16

Waywardness … Luke 15:11–18

Insubordination … Gen. 34:6–31

Unbelief … John 7:3–10

Lust … Gen. 34:1–31

C. Unity of:

Husband and wife … 1 Cor. 7:3

Parents and children … Jer. 35:1–19

Worship … 1 Cor. 16:19

Faith … 2 Tim. 1:5

Baptism … Acts 16:14, 15

D. Worship in:

Led by the father … Gen. 18:19

Instructed in the Scriptures … Eph. 6:4

Observing religious rites … Acts 10:2, 47, 48

Common consecration … Josh. 24:15

Famine—deficiency; a great shortage of food

A. Kinds of:

Physical … Gen. 12:10

Prophetic … Matt. 24:7; Rev. 6:5–8

Spiritual … 2 Chr. 15:3; Amos 8:11

B. Causes of:

Divine judgment … Is. 65:13, 14

Hailstorms … Ex. 9:23

Insects … Joel 1:4

Enemies … Deut. 28:49–51

Siege … 2 Kin. 6:24, 25

Sin … Ezek. 14:12, 13

Punishment … 2 Kin. 8:1

C. Characteristics of:

Often long … Gen. 41:27

Often severe … Deut. 28:49–53

Suffering intense … Jer. 14:1, 5, 6

Destructive … Jer. 14:12, 15

D. Instances of, in:

Abram’s time … Gen. 12:10

Isaac’s time … Gen. 26:1

Joseph’s time … Gen. 41:53–56; Acts 7:11–13

Time of judges … Ruth 1:1

David’s reign … 2 Sam. 21:1

Elijah’s time … 2 Kin. 17:1

Elisha’s time … 2 Kin. 4:38; 2 Kin. 8:1

Samaria’s siege … 2 Kin. 6:24, 25

Reign of Claudius Caesar … Acts 11:28

Jeremiah’s time … Jer. 14:1–6

Ahab’s reign … 1 Kin. 17:1

Nehemiah’s day … Neh. 5:3

Joel’s time … Joel 1:9–12, 16–18

Fan—to toss about

A. Used literally of:

Fork for winnowing grain … Is. 30:24

B. Used figuratively of judgments:

God’s … Is. 30:24

Christ’s … Matt. 3:12

Fanaticism—unbridled obsession

A. Kinds of:

Personal … Acts 9:1, 2

Group … 1 Kin. 18:22–29

Civic … Acts 19:24–41

National … John 19:15

B. Characteristics of:

Intolerance … Acts 7:57

Persecution … 1 Thess. 2:14–16

Inhumanity … Rev. 11:7–10

Insanity … 1 Sam. 18:9–12

Fangs

Used figuratively of:

Power over the wicked … Job 29:17; Prov. 30:14

Farewell message

Moses’ … Deut. 29:1–31:13

Joshua’s … Josh. 24:1–28

David’s … 1 Kin. 2:1–9

Christ’s … Matt. 28:18–20

Paul’s … 2 Tim. 4:1–8

Farewells—expressions at departing

Naomi’s, to Orpah … Ruth 1:11–14

Paul’s, to Ephesians … Acts 18:18–21

Paul’s, to elders … Acts 20:17–38

Paul’s, to Tyrians … Acts 21:3–6

Paul’s, to Jews … Acts 28:23–29

Farm—a cultivated field

Preferred more than a wedding … Matt. 22:1–5

Farmer—one who farms

Cain, the first … Gen. 4:2

Noah … Gen. 9:20

Elisha … 1 Kin. 19:19, 20

Remain in land … 2 Kin. 25:12

Uzziah … 2 Chr. 26:9, 10

Diligence required in … Prov. 24:30–34

Reward of … 2 Cor. 9:6–11

Unwise … Luke 12:16–21

Takes share of crops … 2 Tim. 2:6

Farming—the art of agriculture

Rechabites forbidden to engage in … Jer. 35:5–10

Fasting—abstaining from physical nourishment

A. Occasions of:

Before receiving Law … Ex. 34:28; Deut. 9:9

Day of Atonement … Lev. 16:29, 31

Death of a friend … 1 Sam. 31:11–13

Private emotions … 1 Sam. 1:7

Grief … 2 Sam. 12:16

Anxiety … Dan. 6:18–20

Intercession … Dan. 9:3, 4

Approaching danger … Esth. 4:16

National repentance … 1 Sam. 7:5, 6

Sad news … Neh. 1:4

Sacred ordination … Acts 13:3





B. Accompaniments of:

Prayer … Luke 2:37

Confession … Neh. 9:1, 2

Mourning … Joel 2:12

Humiliation … Neh. 9:1

C. Correct method:

Avoid display … Matt. 6:16–18

Remember God … Zech. 7:5–7

Chasten the soul … Ps. 69:10

Humble the soul … Ps. 35:13

Consider the true meaning of … Is. 58:1–14

D. Results of:

Divine guidance … Judg. 20:26–28

Victory over temptation … Matt. 4:1–11

E. Instances of:

Moses … Ex. 34:27, 28

Israelites … Judg. 20:26

Samuel … 1 Sam. 7:5, 6

David … 2 Sam. 12:16

Elijah … 1 Kin. 19:2, 8

Esther … Esth. 4:16

Ninevites … Jon. 3:5–8

Nehemiah … Neh. 1:4

Darius … Dan. 6:9, 18

Daniel … Dan. 9:3

Anna … Luke 2:36, 37

Jesus … Matt. 4:1, 2

John’s disciples and the Pharisees … Mark 2:18

Early Christians … Acts 13:2

Apostles … 2 Cor. 6:4, 5

Paul … 2 Cor. 11:27

Fat

Figurative of best … Gen. 45:18

Of sacrifices, burned … Ex. 29:13; Lev. 4:26

Figurative of pride … Ps. 119:69, 70

Sacrificed by Abel … Gen. 4:4

Offered to God … Ex. 23:18; Lev. 3:14–16

Father—male parent

A. Kinds of:

Natural … Gen. 28:13

Ancestors … Jer. 35:6

Natural leaders … Rom. 9:5

Head of households … Ex. 6:14

B. Figurative of:

Source … Job 38:28

Original inventor … Gen. 4:20

Creator … James 1:17

Spiritual likeness … John 8:44

Counselor … Gen. 45:8

Superior … 2 Kin. 2:12

Praise seeking … Matt. 23:9

C. Powers of, in Old Testament times:

Arrange son’s marriage … Gen. 24:1–9

Sell children … Ex. 21:7

D. Duties of, toward his children:

Bless … Gen. 27:27–29, 39, 40; Gen. 49:1–28

Love … Gen. 37:4

Command … Gen. 50:16

Instruct … Prov. 1:8

Guide and warn … 1 Thess. 2:11

Train … Hos. 11:1–3

Rebuke … Gen. 34:30

Restrain … 1 Sam. 3:12, 13

Punish … Deut. 21:18–21

Chasten … Heb. 12:7

Nourish … Is. 1:2

Supply needs … Matt. 7:8–11

Do not provoke … Eph. 6:4

E. Examples of devout:

Abraham … Gen. 18:18, 19

Isaac … Gen. 26:12, 13

Joshua … Josh. 24:15

Job … Job 1:5

F. Christ’s command about:

“Do not call anyone on earth yourfather” … Matt. 23:9

Fatherhood of God

Of all men … Mal. 2:10

Of Israel … Jer. 31:9

Of Gentiles … Rom. 3:29

Of Christians … John 1:12, 13

Fatherless—orphans

A. Proper attitude toward:

Share blessings with … Deut. 14:28, 29

Leave gleanings for … Deut. 24:19–22

Do not defraud … Prov. 23:10

Defend … Ps. 82:3

Visit … James 1:27

Oppress not … Zech. 7:10

Do no violence to … Jer. 22:3

B. God’s help toward:

Father of … Ps. 68:5

Helper of … Ps. 10:14

Hears cry of … Ex. 22:22, 23

Executes judgment of … Deut. 10:18

Father’s house

The family home … Gen. 12:1; 1 Sam. 18:2

A household … Ex. 12:3

Tribal divisions … Num. 3:15, 20; Num. 17:2, 3

Temple … John 2:14–16

Heaven … John 14:2

Fathom—a sea measure; about six feet

Mentioned in Paul’s shipwreck … Acts 27:28

Fatigue—physical or mental exhaustion

From:

Marching … 1 Sam. 30:9, 10

Fighting … 2 Sam. 23:10, 15

Much study … Eccl. 12:12

Fasting … Acts 27:21

In:

Sleeping … Matt. 26:45

Fault—an imperfection

A. Examples of:

A promise forgotten … Gen. 41:9

Unworthy conduct … 1 Sam. 29:3

Guilt … John 18:38

Deficient behavior … Matt. 18:15

B. Absence of:

Flawless devotion … Rev. 14:5

Ultimate sinlessness … Jude 24

Faultfinders—those who notice and stress faults

A. Motives behind:

Supposed injustice … Matt. 20:9–12

Supposed defilement … Luke 5:29, 30

Greed and avarice … John 12:3–6

B. Against God’s:

Choice … Num. 12:1, 2

Leading … Num. 14:1–4

Mercy … Jon. 4:1–11

Government … Rom. 9:19–23

C. Guilt of:

Punishable … Num. 12:2, 8–13

Productive of evil … 3 John 10

Faultless—without blame

David … 1 Sam. 29:3, 6

Daniel … Dan. 6:4

Christ … Luke 23:4, 14

Favoritism—being unfairly partial

A. Forbidden to:

Parents … Deut. 21:15–17

Judges … Deut. 25:1–3

Ministers … 1 Tim. 5:21

B. Results in:

Family friction … Gen. 27:6–46

Jealousy … Gen. 37:3–35

Fear—anxiety caused by approaching danger

A. Causes of:

Disobedience … Gen. 3:10

Impending judgment … Heb. 11:7

Persecution … John 20:19

Events of nature … Acts 27:17, 29

Suspicion … Acts 9:26

Uncertainty … 2 Cor. 11:3

Final events … Luke 21:26

Death … Heb. 2:15

B. Effects of:

Demoralization … 1 Sam. 13:5–8

Paralysis … Matt. 28:4

Silent testimony … John 9:22

C. Instances of:

Abraham … Gen. 20:11

Jacob … Gen. 32:9–11

Soldiers … Matt. 27:54

Mariners … Jon. 1:5, 10

Fear, godly

A. Defined as:

Hating evil … Prov. 8:13

Life-giving … Prov. 14:27

Sanctifying … Ps. 19:9

Beginning of wisdom … Prov. 9:10

B. Motives to, God’s:

Majesty … Jer. 10:7

Holiness … Rev. 15:4

Forgiveness … Ps. 130:4

Power … Josh. 4:23, 24

Goodness … 1 Sam. 12:24

Judgment … Rev. 14:7

C. Examples of:

Noah … Heb. 11:7

Abraham … Gen. 22:12

Jacob … Gen. 28:16, 17

Joseph … Gen. 42:18

David … Ps. 5:7

Obadiah … 1 Kin. 18:7, 12

Job … Job 1:8

Nehemiah … Neh. 5:15

Early Christians … Acts 9:31

Fearlessness—without fear

A. Source of:

Believing God’s promises … Num. 13:30

Challenge of duty … Ex. 32:26–29

Regard for God’s holiness … Num. 25:1–9

Believing God … Acts 27:22–26

B. Exemplified by:

Abram … Gen. 14:14–16

Jonathan … 1 Sam. 14:6–14

David … 1 Sam. 17:34–37

Nehemiah … Neh. 4:1–23

Hebrew men … Dan. 3:16–30

Peter and John … Acts 4:13

Paul … Acts 21:10–14

Feasts, Hebrew

A. Annual:

Passover … Ex. 12:1–14; Lev. 23:5–8

Unleavened Bread … Ex. 12:15–20

Harvest (Weeks or Pentecost) … Ex. 23:16

Firstfruits … Lev. 23:9–14

Tabernacles … Lev. 23:34–44

B. Other, celebrated:

Sabbath … Ex. 20:8–11; Lev. 23:2, 3

Sabbath year … Lev. 25:1–7

Year of Jubilee … Lev. 25:8–17

The New Moon … Num. 28:11–15; Ps. 81:3

Dedication … John 10:22

Purim … Esth. 9:18–32

C. Purposes of:

Unify the nation … Deut. 12:5–14

Worship God … Ex. 5:1

Illustrate spiritual truths … John 7:37–39

Foretell the Messiah … 1 Cor. 11:23–26

D. Brief history of:

Pre-Sinaitic observance … Ex. 12:1–27

Three instituted at Sinai … Ex. 23:14–17

Celebrated in the wilderness … Num. 9:3–5

Again at beginning of conquest … Josh. 5:10, 11

At dedication of temple … 1 Kin. 8:2, 65

“Dedication” introduced by Solomon … 2 Chr. 7:9–11

Idolatrous counterfeits introduced by Jeroboam … 1 Kin. 12:27–33

Observed in Hezekiah’s reign … 2 Chr. 30:1

Perversion of, by Jews … Is. 1:13, 14

Restored in Josiah’s reformation … 2 Kin. 23:22, 23

Failure in, cause of exile … 2 Chr. 36:20, 21

Restored after the Exile … Ezra 3:4

Purim instituted by Mordecai … Esth. 9:17–32

Christ attends … John 2:23; John 13:1

Christ fulfills the Passover … 1 Cor. 5:7, 8

Christianity begins with Pentecost … Acts 2:1–41

All fulfilled in Christ … 2 Cor. 3:3–18

Feasts, social

A. Worldly, occasions of:

Idolatry … Ex. 32:6

Drunkenness … 1 Sam. 25:36

Proud display … Esth. 1:1–8

Profane carousals … Dan. 5:1–16

Licentiousness … Mark 6:21, 22

B. Proper, occasions of:

Refreshment … Gen. 19:1–3

Reconciliation … Gen. 31:54, 55

Reunion … Gen. 43:16–34

Restoration … Luke 15:22–24

See Entertainment

Feeble—powerless

Moab … Is. 16:14

Feed—to supply food to

A. Used naturally of:

Food for men … 2 Sam. 19:33

Food for animals … Gen. 30:36

God’s provision … Matt. 6:26

B. Used figuratively of:

Messiah … Ezek. 34:23

Good deeds … Matt. 25:37

Supernatural supply … Rev. 12:6

Elemental teaching … 1 Cor. 3:2

Change of nature … Is. 11:7

Corruption … Ps. 49:14

Vanity … Hos. 12:1

C. Miracles:

Feeding children of Israel:

Manna … Ex. 16:4

Quail … Ex. 16:13

Feeding Elijah:

By ravens … 1 Kin. 17:4–6

Widow’s oil and meal … 1 Kin. 17:8–16

By Elisha feeds:

100 prophets with20 loaves … 2 Kin. 4:42–44

Sons of the prophets … 2 Kin. 4:38–41

By Jesus feeds:

4,000 … Matt. 15:32–38

5,000 … John 6:1–13

Feet—the lower parts of the body

A. Acts performed by or on, indicating:

Subjection … Josh. 10:24

Conquest … 2 Sam. 22:39

Humiliation … Judg. 5:27

Submission and entreaty … 1 Sam. 25:24, 41

Great love … Luke 7:38, 44–46

Worship … Rev. 19:10

Learner’s position … Luke 10:39

Humility … John 13:5–14

Changed nature … Luke 8:35

Rejection … Matt. 10:14

B. Figurative of:

God’s holiness … Ex. 3:5

God’s nature … Ex. 24:10

Clouds … Nah. 1:3

God’s messengers … Is. 52:7; Rom. 10:15

Final conquest … Rom. 16:20

C. Unusual features concerning:

No swelling … Neh. 9:21

Lameness … 2 Sam. 9:3, 13

Neglected … 2 Sam. 19:24

Impotent … Acts 14:8–10

Binding … Acts 21:11

See Foot

Feet washing

Performed on guests … Gen. 18:4

Proffered by Abigail … 1 Sam. 25:40, 41

On Jesus, with tears … Luke 7:44

Performed by Jesus … John 13:5

Duty of saints … 1 Tim. 5:10

Felix—happy

Governor of Judea … Acts 23:24, 26

Letter addressed to … Acts 23:25–30

Paul’s defense before … Acts 24:1–21

Convicted, but unchanged … Acts 24:22–25

Subject to bribery … Acts 24:26, 27

Fellow citizens

With the saints … Eph. 2:19

Fellow countryman

Shall not hate … Lev. 19:17

Becomes poor … Lev. 25:25

Judge righteously … Deut. 1:16

Lord gives rest … Deut. 3:20

Save some … Rom. 11:14

Fellow servant

Who owed a hundred denarii … Matt. 18:28–33

Evil slave beats … Matt. 24:48, 49

Were to be killed … Rev. 6:11

Who hold fast the testimony of Jesus … Rev. 19:10

Who heed the words … Rev. 22:9

Fellowship—sharing together

A. Based upon common:

Purpose … Ps. 133:1–3

Belief … Acts 2:42

Conviction … 1 Pet. 3:8

Work … Neh. 4:1–23

Hope … Heb. 11:39, 40

Faith … 1 Sam. 20:30–42

Suffering … Dan. 3:16–30

Need … 2 Cor. 8:1–15

B. Persons sharing together:

Father, the Son, and Christians … 1 John 1:3

Christ and Christians … 1 Cor. 1:9

Holy Spirit and Christians … Phil. 2:1

Apostles … Acts 2:42

Believers … 1 John 1:7

C. Things shared together:

Material things … 2 Cor. 8:4

Suffering … Phil. 3:10

The gospel ministry … Gal. 2:9

Gospel privileges … Phil. 1:5

Gospel mystery … Eph. 3:9

Lord’s Supper … Mark 14:22–25; 1 Cor. 10:16, 17

Fellow workers

In the truth … 3 John 8

In the kingdom … Col. 4:11

Priscilla and Aquila described as … Rom. 16:3

Urbanus … Rom. 16:9

Timothy … Rom. 16:21

Paul … 1 Cor. 3:1–9

Titus … 2 Cor. 8:23

Epaphroditus … Phil. 2:25

Philemon … Philem. 1 … 

Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke … Philem. 24

Ferryboats

David’s use of … 2 Sam. 19:16–18

Festus—feastful, joyful

Governor of Judea … Acts 24:27

Paul’s defense made to … Acts 25:1–22

Fetters—shackle for binding the feet

A. Used literally of:

Imprisonment … Ps. 105:18

B. Used figuratively of:

Trouble … Job 36:8

Subjection … Ps. 149:8

Fetus—unborn child

Protected by law … Ex. 21:22, 23

Possesses sin nature … Ps. 51:5

Fashioned by God … Ps. 139:13–16

Called by God … Is. 49:1; Jer. 1:5

Active … Luke 1:41

Fever—abnormal body temperature

Sent as a judgment … Deut. 28:22

Rebuked by Christ … Luke 4:38, 39

Healed by Paul … Acts 28:8

Few—the opposite of many

Days … Gen. 47:9

Do not determine God’s power … 1 Sam. 14:6

Words in prayer … Eccl. 5:2

The saved … Matt. 7:14

Gospel messengers … Matt. 9:37

The chosen … Matt. 22:14

Fidelity—faithfulness in the performance of duty

In finances … 2 Kin. 12:15

In industry … 2 Chr. 34:11, 12

Seen in Joseph … Gen. 39:6

Seen in Daniel … Dan. 6:1–3, 28

Field—open or cleared land

A. Used literally of:

Cultivated land … Gen. 47:20

A city … Ps. 78:12, 43

B. Laws regarding:

Fires … Ex. 22:6

Coveting others’ … Deut. 5:21

Destruction of trees … Deut. 20:19, 20

Total harvest of … Deut. 24:19–22

Sabbath rest … Lev. 25:3–12

Redemption of … Lev. 27:16–24

Title of … Ruth 4:5–11

C. Figurative of:

World … Matt. 13:38

Harvest of souls … John 4:35

Field of Blood

A field, predicted in the Old Testament, bought as a … Zech. 11:12, 13

Judas’s burial.… Matt. 27:1–10

Fiery serpents

Attack Israelites … Num. 21:6, 8

Fig—pear-shaped fruit of fig tree

Destruction foretold … Hos. 2:12

Prescribed for boils … 2 Kin. 20:7; Is. 38:21

Fig tree

A. The leaves of, used for:

Covering nakedness … Gen. 3:7 

Shade … John 1:48, 50

B. Fruit of:

Used for food … 1 Sam. 30:12

Sent as present … 1 Sam. 25:18

Sold in markets … Neh. 13:15

Used for healing … Is. 38:21

Sometimes fails … Hab. 3:17

C. Figurative of:

Prosperity and peace … 1 Kin. 4:25

Righteous and the wicked … Jer. 24:1–10

Fathers of Israel … Hos. 9:10

Barren religion … Matt. 21:18–22

Jewish nation … Luke 13:6–9

Christ’s return … Matt. 24:32, 33

Final judgment … Rev. 6:13

Fight—a conflict

A. Used literally of:

War … Ex. 17:8, 10

Individual combat … 1 Sam. 17:10, 32

B. Used figuratively of:

Determined resolve … 1 Cor. 9:26

Opposition of evil men … 1 Cor. 15:32

Christian life … 1 Tim. 6:12

Dissension … James 4:1, 2

Spiritual conflict … Rev. 12:7

Fighting against God

A. Manifested by:

Pharaoh … Ex. 5:1, 2

Rabshakeh … 2 Kin. 18:28–36

Jeroboam … 2 Chr. 13:8–19

B. Futility of:

Seen by Gamaliel … Acts 5:34, 39

Admitted by Pharisees … Acts 23:9

Experienced by Satan … Rev. 12:7–17

Blasphemy of unregenerate … Rev. 16:9–21

Figurehead—symbol on ship’s prow

Twin Brothers … Acts 28:11

Figures of speech

Allegory … Gal. 4:24

Fable … Judg. 9:8–15; 1 Tim. 4:7

Hyperbole … 1 Sam. 13:5; John 21:25

Interrogation … 1 Cor. 12:29, 30

Irony … Luke 15:7–10

Metaphor … Luke 13:32

Parable … Matt. 13:10

Parallelism … Gen. 4:23, 24

Personification … Is. 55:12

Proverb … 1 Kin. 4:32

Sarcasm … Matt. 27:29

Simile … Is. 1:8, 9

Similitude … Ps. 90:4–6

Filial devotion

A. Duty of:

Commanded … Ex. 20:12

Corrupted … Matt. 15:4–6

Confirmed … Eph. 6:1–3

B. Examples of:

Joseph … Gen. 47:12

David … 1 Sam. 22:3

Solomon … 1 Kin. 2:19

Elisha … 1 Kin. 19:19, 20

Young man … Matt. 19:16–20

C. Obedience:

Continual … Prov. 6:20–22

Total … Col. 3:20

Lack of, severely punished … Deut. 21:18–21

Lack of, cursed … Prov. 20:20

Filth—uncleanness, defilement, corruption

Men … Job 15:16; Ps. 14:2, 3

Garments and furniture … Is. 4:1–4; Is. 28:8; James 2:2

Ceremonial uncleanness … Ezek. 22:15

Unrighteousness … Is. 64:6; Ezek. 16:6

Fine—penalty payment

Paid by guilty … Ex. 21:23–30; Deut. 22:19

Restitution … Ex. 22:5–15; Num. 5:6, 7

Finger

A. Used literally of:

Human fingers … John 20:25, 27

Deformity … 2 Sam. 21:20

Measurement … Jer. 52:21

Mysterious hand … Dan. 5:5

B. Used figuratively of:

God’s power … Ex. 8:19

Inspiration … Ex. 31:18

Suggestiveness … Prov. 6:13

Contrast of burdens … 1 Kin. 12:10

Lord’s authority … Luke 11:20

Finish

Used of:

The Messiah’s advent … Dan. 9:24–27

Final events … Dan. 12:7

Jesus’ mission … John 19:28–30

Fins

Signs of a clean fish … Lev. 11:9

Fir—a tree of the pine family

Used in ships … Ezek. 27:5

Used for musical instruments … 2 Sam. 6:5

Fire

A. Physical uses of:

Productive:

Warmth … John 18:18

Cooking … Ex. 16:23

Signal … Judg. 20:38, 40

Sacrifice … Gen. 8:20, 21

Refining … Ps. 12:6

Evil:

Torture … Dan. 3:6

Sacrificing children … 2 Kin. 16:3

Burning fields … Judg. 15:4, 5

War … 1 Sam. 30:1

B. Supernatural uses of:

Express God’s nature … Deut. 4:24; Heb. 12:29

Seal a covenant … Gen. 15:17

Burning bush … Ex. 3:2

Pillar of fire … Ex. 13:21, 22

Mt. Sinai on fire … Ex. 19:18

Holy fire on altar … Lev. 9:24

Chariot, horses of … 2 Kin. 2:11

Tongues as of fire … Acts 2:1–4

Eyes like … Rev. 1:14

Destroy the world … 2 Pet. 3:10, 11

Punish the wicked … Matt. 25:41

C. Figurative uses of:

Affliction … Is. 43:2

Angels … Heb. 1:7

Christ … Mal. 3:2

God’s protection … Zech. 2:5

God’s vengeance … Heb. 12:29

God’s Word … Jer. 5:14

Love … Song 8:6

Lust … Prov. 6:27, 28

Persecution … Luke 12:49–53

Purification … Is. 6:5–7

The tongue … James 3:6

Fire, lake of—place of eternal punishment

The Beast … Rev. 19:20

The False Prophet … Rev. 19:20

The devil … Rev. 20:10

Death and Hades … Rev. 20:14

Sinners … Rev. 21:8

Firebrand—torch

Figurative of enemies … Is. 7:4

Thrown by a madman … Prov. 26:18

Have no fear of … Is. 7:4

All who encircle … Is. 50:11

Snatched from a blaze … Amos 4:11

Firepan—a shovel used for carrying fire

Part of the altar … Ex. 27:3

Firmament—expanse

Created by God … Gen. 1:8 

Stars placed in … Gen. 1:14, 17 

Compared to a tent … Ps. 104:2

Expressive of God’s glory … Ps. 19:1

Saints compared to … Dan. 12:3

First

Came out red … Gen. 25:25

This came out … Gen. 38:28

These should set forth … Num. 2:9

Amalek, of nations … Num. 24:20

Hands of witness shall be … Deut. 17:7

Altar Saul built … 1 Sam. 14:35

Case pleaded … Prov. 18:17

Seek … Matt. 6:33

Cast out plank … Matt. 7:5; Luke 6:42

Last state worse than … Luke 11:26

The blade, then the head … Mark 4:28

Let the children … Mark 7:27

Desire to be … Mark 9:35

Commandment … Mark 12:28

Gospel must, be preached … Mark 13:10

Appeared to Mary Magdalene … Mark 16:9

Not sit down … Luke 14:28

Stepped in, made whole … John 5:4

Gave themselves … 2 Cor. 8:5

Trusted in Christ … Eph. 1:12

A falling away … 2 Thess. 2:3

Let these also … 1 Tim. 3:10

Dwelt … 2 Tim. 1:5

He takes away … Heb. 10:9

First (things mentioned)

Altar … Gen. 8:20

Archer … Gen. 21:20

Bigamist … Gen. 4:19

Birthday celebration … Gen. 40:20

Book … Gen. 5:1

Bridal veil … Gen. 24:64–67

Cave dwellers … Gen. 19:30

Christian martyr … Acts 22:19, 20

City builder … Gen. 4:17

Coffin … Gen. 50:26

Command … Gen. 1:3 

Commanded by Christ … Matt. 6:33

Craftsman … Gen. 4:22

Cremation … 1 Sam. 31:12

Curse … Gen. 3:14

Death … Gen. 4:8

Doubt … Gen. 3:1 

Dream … Gen. 20:3

Drunkenness … Gen. 9:20, 21

Emancipator … Ex. 3:7–22

Embalming … Gen. 50:2, 3

European convert … Acts 16:14, 15

Execution … Gen. 40:20–22

Family … Gen. 4:1, 2

Famine … Gen. 12:10

Farewell address … Josh. 23:1–16

Farmer … Gen. 4:2

Female government … Judg. 4:4, 5

Ferryboat … 2 Sam. 19:18

Food control … Gen. 41:25–36

Frying pan … Lev. 2:7

Gardener … Gen. 2:15 

Gold … Gen. 2:11 

Harp … Gen. 4:21

Hebrew (Jew) … Gen. 14:13

High priest … Ex. 28:1

Hunter … Gen. 10:8, 9

Idolatry … Josh. 24:2

“In-law” trouble … Gen. 26:34, 35

Iron bedstead … Deut. 3:11

Kiss … Gen. 27:26, 27

Left-handed man … Judg. 3:15

Letter … 2 Sam. 11:14

Liar … Gen. 3:1–5 

Magistrates … Dan. 3:2

Man to hang himself … 2 Sam. 17:23

Man to shave … Gen. 41:14

Man to wear a ring … Gen. 41:42

Miracles of Christ … John 2:1–11

Mother of twins … Gen. 25:21–28

Murderer … Gen. 4:8

Musician … Gen. 4:21

Navy … 1 Kin. 9:26

Oath … Gen. 21:24

Orchestra … 2 Sam. 6:5

Pilgrim … Gen. 12:1–8

Prayer … Gen. 4:26

Prison … Gen. 39:20

Prophecy … Gen. 3:15

Prophetess … Ex. 15:20

Proposal of adultery … Gen. 39:7–12

Pulpit … Neh. 8:4

Purchase of land … Gen. 23:3–20

Question … Gen. 3:1 

Rainbow … Gen. 9:13, 14

Rape … Gen. 34:1–5

Riddle … Judg. 14:12–18

Sabbath … Gen. 2:2, 3 

Sacrifice … Gen. 8:20

Saddle … Gen. 22:3

Scribe … Ex. 24:4

Selective service … Num. 31:3–6

Shepherd … Gen. 4:2

Shepherdess … Gen. 29:9

Shipbuilder … Gen. 6:14

Sin … Gen. 3:1–24 

Singing school … 1 Chr. 25:5–7

Sunstroke … 2 Kin. 4:18–20

Surveying of land … Josh. 18:8, 9

Temptation … Gen. 3:1–6 

Theater … Acts 19:29–31

To be named before birth … Gen. 16:11

To confess Christ … John 1:49

Tombstone … Gen. 35:20

Tower … Gen. 11:4, 5

Vagabond … Gen. 4:9–12

Voluntary fasting … Judg. 20:26

Wage contract … Gen. 29:15–20

War … Gen. 14:2–12

Warships … Num. 24:24

Well … Gen. 16:14

Whirlwind … 2 Kin. 2:1

Wife … Gen. 3:20

Woman thief … Gen. 31:19

Woman to curse … Judg. 17:1, 2

Woman to use cosmetics … 2 Kin. 9:30

Words spoken to man … Gen. 1:28 

Worship … Gen. 4:3–5

Firstborn

Said to the younger … Gen. 19:31; Gen. 19:34

Bore a son … Gen. 19:37

Give younger before … Gen. 29:26

According to birthright … Gen. 43:33

Israel is My … Ex. 4:22

Will slay your … Ex. 4:23

All, in the land of Egypt … Ex. 11:5

Killed all the … Ex. 13:15; Ps. 105:36

Will smite all … Ex. 12:12

Sanctify to Me all … Ex. 13:2

Of Israel are Mine … Num. 3:13

Lay foundation with … Josh. 6:26

Gave birth … Luke 2:7

Of all creation … Col. 1:15

So that he who destroyed … Heb. 11:28

A. Privileges of:

First in family … Gen. 48:13, 14

Delegated authority of … Gen. 27:1–29

Received father’s special blessing … Gen. 27:4, 35

Bears father’s title … 2 Chr. 21:1, 3

Given double portion of inheritance … Deut. 21:17

Object of special love … Jer. 31:9, 20

Precious and valuable … Mic. 6:7

B. Laws concerning:

Dedicated to God … Ex. 22:29–31

To be redeemed … Ex. 13:13; Ex. 34:20

Redemption price of … Num. 3:46–51

Tribe of Levi substituted for … Num. 3:11, 45

Death of, next brother substituted … Matt. 22:24–28

Change of, forbidden … Deut. 21:15–17

Forfeited by evil deeds … Gen. 49:3, 4, 8

Forfeited by sale … Heb. 12:16, 17

Changed sovereignty … 1 Sam. 16:6–12

Christ subject to … Luke 2:22–24

C. Of beasts:

Abel brought … Gen 4:4

Set a part every … Ex. 13:12; Ex. 34:19

Shall redeem, of a donkey … Ex. 13:13; Ex. 34:20

Lord’s, no man shall dedicate … Lev. 27:26

Of unclean … Num. 18:15

You shall bring, of herd … Deut. 12:6

Males sanctify … Deut. 15:19

Glory is like … Deut. 33:17

D. Figurative of, Christ in:

Authority … Ps. 89:27

Honor … Heb. 1:6

Resurrection … Col. 1:18

Church … Rom. 8:29

Glory … Heb. 12:22, 23

First day of the week—Sunday

Day of Christ’s resurrection … Mark 16:9; John 20:1, 19

Day after the Sabbath … Matt. 28:1; Mark 16:1, 2

Disciples break bread together … Acts 20:7

Called “the Lord’s Day” … Rev. 1:10

Firstfruits

A. Regulations concerning:

Law specified … Lev. 23:9–14

Brought to God’s house … Ex. 34:26

Firstfruits offering … Lev. 23:9–14

Considered holy … Ezek. 20:40

God honored by … Prov. 3:9

B. Figurative of:

Israel’s position … Rom. 11:16

Christ’s place in resurrection … 1 Cor. 15:20, 23

Christians … James 1:18

First converts … Rom. 16:5

Fish

A. Features regarding:

Created by God … Gen. 1:20, 21 

Worship of forbidden … Deut. 4:15–18

Caught by net … Matt. 4:18

Some disciples called while fishermen … Matt. 4:18–21

B. Miracles involving:

Jonah’s life in … Jon. 1:17

Multiplied by Christ … Matt. 14:17–21

Containing a coin … Matt. 17:27

Miraculous catch … Luke 5:4–7; John 21:6–10

C. Figurative of:

Ministers as fishermen … Matt. 4:19

Ignorant men … Eccl. 9:12

Fish Gate—a gate of Jerusalem

Manasseh built wall there … 2 Chr. 33:13, 14

Built by sons of Hassenaah … Neh. 3:3

Two choirs took their stand … Neh. 12:38–40

A cry there prophesied … Zeph. 1:10

Fishhook—hook for catching fish

Cannot catch Leviathan … Job 41:1

Sorrow of those using … Is. 19:8

Fist fighting

Punishment of … Ex. 21:18, 19

Flask—a small vessel

Used for anointing … 1 Sam. 10:1

Used in prophecy … Jer. 19:1–15

Of alabaster … Matt. 26:7; Luke 7:37

Flattery—unjustified praise

A. Used by:

False prophets … Rom. 16:18

Hypocrites … Ps. 78:36

Wicked … Ps. 36:1–4

Seductresses … Prov. 2:16

B. Attitude of saints toward:

Should avoid users of … Prov. 20:19

Pray against … Ps. 5:8, 9

Should not use … 1 Thess. 2:5

C. Dangers of:

Leads to ruin … Prov. 26:28

Brings deception … Prov. 29:5

Corrupts … Dan. 11:21, 25, 27

Brings death … Acts 12:21–23

Flax—the flax plant

Grown in Egypt and Palestine … Ex. 9:31

Used for:

Cords … Judg. 15:14

Weaving … Is. 19:9

Garments (“linen”) … Deut. 22:11

Figurative use of:

Messiah will not extinguish … Is. 42:3; Matt. 12:20

Flea—a parasitic, blood-sucking insect

Figurative of insignificance … 1 Sam. 24:14

Fleece—freshly sheared wool

Given to priests … Deut. 18:3, 4

Sign to Gideon … Judg. 6:36–40

Warm … Job 31:20

Flesh

A. Used to designate:

All created life … Gen. 6:13, 17, 19

Kinsmen (of same nature) … Rom. 9:3, 5, 8

The body … Job 33:25

Marriage … Matt. 19:5

Human nature … John 1:14

Christ’s mystical nature … John 6:51, 53–63

Human weakness … Matt. 16:17

Outward appearance … 2 Cor. 5:16

The evil principle in man … Rom. 7:18

B. In a bad sense, described as:

Having passions … Gal. 5:24

Producing evil works … Gal. 5:19–21

Dominating the mind … Eph. 2:3

Absorbing the affections … Rom. 13:14

Seeking outward display … Gal. 6:12, 13

Antagonizing the Spirit … Gal. 5:17

Fighting against God’s Law … Rom. 8:5–9

Reaping corruption … Gal. 6:8

Producing death … Rom. 7:5

C. Christian’s attitude toward:

Still confronts … Rom. 7:18–23

Source of opposition … Gal. 5:17

Make no provision for … Rom. 13:14

Do not love … 1 John 2:15–17

Do not walk in … Rom. 8:1, 4

Do not live in … Rom. 8:12, 13

Crucified … Gal. 5:24

Spirit to be poured out on all … Joel 2:28; Acts 2:16, 17

Fleshhook—fork

In tabernacle … Ex. 27:3; Num. 4:14

By priests … 1 Sam. 2:12–14

In temple … 1 Chr. 28:11, 17; 2 Chr. 4:16

Flies—small winged insects

Cause of evil odor … Eccl. 10:1

Figurative of Egypt … Is. 7:18

Plague upon the Egyptians … Ex. 8:21–31; Ps. 78:45

Flint—a very hard stone

Water from … Deut. 8:15

Oil from … Deut. 32:13

Turning into fountain of water … Ps. 114:8

Hoofs shall seem like … Is. 5:28

Figurative of a fixed course … Is. 50:7; Ezek. 3:9

Flock—a group of domesticated animals; a group under the guidance of a leader

Sheep and goats … Gen. 27:9

Nations … Jer. 51:23

Flock—continued

National leaders … Jer. 25:34, 35

Jewish people … Jer. 13:17, 20

The church … Is. 40:11; Acts 20:28

Flood—overflowing of water

A. Used literally of:

Earth’s flood … Gen. 6:17

B. Used figuratively of:

Great trouble … Ps. 32:6

Hostile world powers … Ps. 93:3

An invading army … Jer. 46:7, 8

Great destruction … Dan. 9:26

Testing … Matt. 7:25, 27

Persecution … Rev. 12:15, 16

Floor

For threshing wheat … Judg. 6:37; 1 Kin. 22:10

Of a building … 1 Kin. 6:15

Flour—finely ground wheat

Offered in sacrifices … Lev. 5:11, 13

Used of, in bread … 1 Sam. 28:24

Increased … 1 Kin. 17:12–16

Antidote … 2 Kin. 4:38–41

Flowers

A. Described as:

Wild … Ps. 103:15, 16

Beautiful … Matt. 6:28, 29

Sweet … Song 5:13

Fading … Is. 40:7, 8

B. Figurative of:

Shortness of life … Job 14:2

Israel … Is. 28:1

Human glory … James 1:10, 11

C. Specific kinds:

Aloes … John 19:39

Anise … Matt. 23:23

Cummin … Is. 28:25, 27

Flax … Ex. 9:31

Hemlock … Hos. 10:4

Lentil … Gen. 25:34

Lily … Song 2:1, 16; Song 4:5

Mandrake … Gen. 30:14

Mint … Luke 11:42

Rose … Song 2:1; Is. 35:1

Rue … Luke 11:42

Saffron … Song 4:4

Flute—a hollow musical instrument

A. Used in:

Babylon … Dan. 3:5

Prophecy … 1 Sam. 10:5

Worship … Ps. 150:4

B. Figurative of:

Joyful deliverance … Is. 30:29

Mournful lamentation … Jer. 48:36

Inconsistent reactions … Matt. 11:17

Spiritual discernment … 1 Cor. 14:7

Foal—a colt, young donkey

Given to Esau … Gen. 32:13–15

Ridden by Christ … Zech. 9:9; Matt. 21:5

Fodder—food for domestic animals

Given to oxen and wild donkey … Job 6:5; Is. 30:24

Following

A. In Old Testament:

Commanded … Deut. 8:6

Brought reward … Deut. 19:9

Covenant … 2 Kin. 23:3

B. In New Testament:

Multitudes … Matt. 4:25; Matt. 12:15

Disciples … Matt. 8:19; Luke 5:11, 27, 28

Left all … Matt. 4:18–22

In light … John 8:12

After Christ’s example … John 13:15; 1 John 2:6

Examples of godly people … Phil. 3:17; Heb. 6:12; James 5:10

Folly—contemptuous disregard of holy things

A. Associated with:

Deception … Prov. 14:8

Hasty spirit … Prov. 14:29

Gullibility … Prov. 13:16

Ferociousness … Prov. 17:12

Disgust … Prov. 26:11

Lack of wisdom … Eccl. 7:25

B. Warnings against:

Saints not to return to … Ps. 85:8

Samaritan prophets guilty of … Jer. 23:13

Apostles subject to … 2 Cor. 11:1

Food

A. Features regarding:

Given by God … Ps. 104:21, 27

Necessary for life … Gen. 1:29, 30 

Gives physical strength … Acts 9:19

Revives the spirit … 1 Sam. 30:12

Object of daily prayer … Matt. 6:11

Object of thanksgiving … 1 Sam. 9:13

Sanctified by prayer … 1 Tim. 4:4, 5

Scruples recognized … Rom. 14:2–23

B. Lack of:

Testing of faith … Hab. 3:17

C. Provided by:

God … Ps. 145:15

Christ … John 21:5, 6

D. Prohibitions concerning:

Dead animals … Ex. 22:31

Eating blood … Deut. 12:16

Clean and unclean … Deut. 14:4–20

Wine … Prov. 23:29–35

Strangled animals … Acts 21:25

Not in itself commendable … 1 Cor. 8:8

Not to be a stumbling block … 1 Cor. 8:13

Life more important than … Matt. 6:25

E. Miracles connected with:

Destruction of … Ps. 105:29–35

Provision for … Ps. 105:40, 41

Supply of … 1 Kin. 17:4–6

Multiplication of … Matt. 15:32–38; John 6:5–13

Refused … Matt. 4:1–4

F. Figurative of:

God’s will … John 4:32, 34

Christ … John 6:27, 55

Strong doctrines … 1 Cor. 3:2

Food control

Physical … Gen. 41:25–36

Spiritual … Rev. 13:11–17

Food, spiritual

A. Elements of:

The Word … Ps. 19:9, 10

Christ … John 6:48–51

B. Need of, by:

The naive … Prov. 9:1–5

The immature … 1 Cor. 3:1, 2

The mature … Heb. 5:14

All … Matt. 22:4

C. Characteristics of:

Abundant … Is. 55:1–3

Satisfying … Ps. 22:26

Enduring … John 6:48–51

Life-giving … John 6:53–63

Foods of Bible times

A. Obtaining; storing; use:

Shall be for … Gen. 6:21

Let them gather … Gen. 41:35

Come to buy … Gen. 42:10

Go again, buy … Gen. 43:2

Buy … Gen. 43:4

Much … Prov. 13:23

Of the offering … Lev. 3:11

Of holy things … Lev. 22:7

In giving him … Deut. 10:18

Seeking in wilderness … Job 24:5

People did eat that of angels … Ps. 78:25

Bring forth … Ps. 104:14

B. Specific kinds:

Almonds … Gen. 43:11

Barley … Judg. 7:13

Beans … Ezek. 4:9

Beef … 1 Kin. 4:22, 23

Beef stew … 1 Kin. 19:21

Bread … 1 Sam. 17:17

Broth … Judg. 6:19

Cakes … 2 Sam. 13:8

Cheese … Job 10:10

Cucumbers … Num. 11:5

Curds of cows … Deut. 32:14

Eggs … Deut. 22:6

Figs … Num. 13:23

Fish … Matt. 7:10

Fowl … 1 Kin. 4:23

Fruit … 2 Sam. 16:2

Garlic … Num. 11:5

Goat’s milk … Prov. 27:27

Grain … Ruth 2:14

Grapes … Deut. 23:24

Grasshoppers … Lev. 11:22

Herbs … Ex. 12:8

Honey … Is. 7:15

Leeks … Num. 11:5

Lentils … Gen. 25:34

Locusts … Matt. 3:4

Meal … Matt. 13:33

Melons … Num. 11:5

Milk … Gen. 18:7, 8

Nuts … Gen. 43:11

Oil … Prov. 21:17

Olives … Deut. 28:40

Onions … Num. 11:5

Pomegranates … Num. 13:23

Quail … Num. 11:32, 33

Raisins … 2 Sam. 16:1

Salt … Job 6:6

Sheep … Deut. 14:4

Spices … Gen. 43:11

Stew … Gen. 25:30

Vinegar … Num. 6:3

Venison … Gen. 25:28

Wild honey … Matt. 3:4

Wine … John 2:3, 10

Foolish—those who misuse wisdom

A. Those described as:

Clamorous woman … Prov. 9:13

Builder on sand … Matt. 7:26

Five virgins … Matt. 25:1–13

Galatians … Gal. 3:1, 3

Gentiles … Titus 3:3

Pharisees … Luke 11:39, 40

B. Things described as:

The heart … Rom. 1:21

Things … 1 Cor. 1:27

Lusts … 1 Tim. 6:9

Disputes … 2 Tim. 2:23

C. Characteristics of:

Destructive … Prov. 10:14

Despicable … Prov. 15:20

Disappointing … Prov. 19:13

Foolishness—a disregard of final issues

A. Characteristics of:

Form of sin … Prov. 24:9

Originates in the heart … Mark 7:21–23

Sign of wickedness … Eccl. 7:25

Known by God … Ps. 69:5

B. Consequences of:

Brings sorrow … Ps. 38:4–10

Perverts man’s way … Prov. 19:3

Spiritual blindness … 1 Cor. 1:18

Fools—those who lack true wisdom

A. Described as:

Atheistic … Ps. 14:1

Blasphemous … Ps. 74:18

Contentious … Prov. 18:6

Corrupt … Ps. 14:1

Hypocritical … Luke 11:39, 40

Idle … Eccl. 4:5

Vexation … Prov. 12:16

Materialistic … Luke 12:16–21

Quarrelsome … Prov. 20:3

Mischievous … Prov. 10:23

Mocking … Prov. 14:9

Raging … Prov. 14:16

Self-confident … Prov. 28:26

Self-righteous … Prov. 12:15

Self-sufficient … Rom. 1:22

Slandering … Prov. 10:18

Wasteful … Prov. 21:20

Wordy … Eccl. 10:12–14

B. Further characteristics of:

Deny God … Ps. 14:1

Hate knowledge … Prov. 1:22

Come to shame … Prov. 3:35

Mock at sin … Prov. 14:9

Cannot attain to wisdom … Prov. 24:7

Trust in their hearts … Prov. 28:26

Walk in darkness … Eccl. 2:14

C. Examples of:

Nabal … 1 Sam. 25:3, 25

Rehoboam … 1 Kin. 12:6–13

Pharisees … Matt. 23:17, 19

The rich man … Luke 12:16–21

Apostles … 1 Cor. 14:9, 10

Foot

A. To sit at, figurative of:

Teachableness … Luke 10:39

B. To be under, figurative of:

Humankind’s sovereignty … Ps. 8:6

Christ’s victory … Ps. 110:1

Conquest … Josh. 10:24

C. Examples, figurative of:

Prosperity … Deut. 33:24

Possession … Josh. 1:3

Stability … Prov. 4:26, 27

Reverence … Josh. 5:15

Whole person … Prov. 1:15

See Feet

Footstool

A. Used literally of:

In the temple … 2 Chr. 9:18

Prominent seat … James 2:3

B. Used figuratively of:

Earth … Matt. 5:35

Ark … 1 Chr. 28:2

Temple worship … Ps. 99:5

Subjection … Acts 2:35

Forbearance of God

A. God’s withholding of judgment upon:

The Amorites … Gen. 15:16

Sodom … Gen. 18:23–32

Israel … Neh. 9:30, 31

Nineveh … Jon. 4:10, 11

The world … Rom. 3:25

B. Attitudes toward:

Not to be despised … Rom. 2:4

To be remembered … 2 Pet. 3:8–10

Means of preparation … Mal. 3:1–6

Forbearance toward others

Expression of love … 1 Cor. 13:7

Christian grace … Eph. 4:2

Forced labor—conscripted workers or slaves

In brickmaking … Ex. 5:11–14

Prisoners of war … Deut. 20:10, 11

As slaves … Ex. 13:3

By Solomon … 1 Kin. 9:20, 21

Forces—military power

Assembling great … Dan. 11:10, 38

Weakness of … Zech. 4:6

Destruction of great … Rev. 20:7–10

Forceful—powerful

Power of right words … Job 6:25

Ford—a shallow part of a body of water used for crossing

Of the Jabbok … Gen. 32:22

Of the Jordan … Judg. 3:28

Forehead—the upper part of the face

A. Used literally of:

Aaron’s … Ex. 28:38

Philistine’s … 1 Sam. 17:49

Uzziah’s … 2 Chr. 26:19, 20

B. Used figuratively of:

Shamelessness … Rev. 17:5

Stronger power … Ezek. 3:8, 9

Devotion to God … Ezek. 9:4

Christ’s true servants … Rev. 7:3

Foreign affairs—dealings with other countries

War … Gen. 14:1–16; Josh. 8:1–29

Treaties … Josh. 9:1–27

Trade agreement … 1 Kin. 5:1–18

Alliances … 1 Kin. 15:16–22; 1 Kin. 22:1–6

Conquest … 2 Kin. 25:1–11

Foreigners—sojourners in Israel

Kept from feast … Ex. 12:43–45

Taxable … Deut. 15:2, 3

Figurative of Gentiles … Eph. 2:19

See Strangers

Foreign missionaries

Jonah as … Jon. 1:1, 2

Came from Antioch church … Acts 13:1–3

Report of … Acts 15:7–12

Foreknowledge of Christ

Concerning:

Human nature … John 1:47, 48

Human acts … John 6:64

His death and resurrection … Matt. 20:18, 19; John 13:1

Jerusalem’s destruction … Luke 19:41–44

Prophetic events … Matt. 24:1–51

Foreknowledge of God

A. Manifested in:

Naming a person … 1 Kin. 13:2, 3

Naming a place … Matt. 2:5, 6

Setting a time … Mark 1:15

Determining the boundaries of nations … Acts 17:26

Indicating successive nations … Dan. 2:26–47

Announcing Israel’s captivity … Jer. 25:11, 12

Foretelling Christ’s death … Acts 2:23

B. Based upon God’s:

Infinite knowledge … Is. 41:22, 23

Eternal being … Is. 43:9–13

Foredetermination of events … Rom. 8:29

C. Plan of Salvation:

Planned in eternity … Eph. 1:3–12

Announces from beginning … Gen. 3:15

Expanded to include Gentiles … Gal. 3:8

Elaborated in details … Is. 53:1–12

Visualized in prophecy … Zech. 3:1–10

Consummated in Christ’s death … John 19:30

Foresee—to see something before it takes place

Approaching evil … Prov. 22:3

Resurrection of Christ … Acts 2:31

Foresee—continued

Salvation of Gentiles … Gal. 3:8

Foreskin (see Circumcision)

A. Used literally of:

Circumcision … Gen. 17:9–17

Death … 1 Sam. 18:25

B. Figuratively of:

Regeneration … Jer. 4:4

Forest

A. Descriptive of wooded areas in:

Hereth … 1 Sam. 22:5

Lebanon … 1 Kin. 7:2

Bethel … 2 Kin. 2:23, 24

Arabia … Is. 21:13

B. Used figuratively of:

Army … Is. 10:18, 19

Kingdom … Jer. 21:14

Unfruitfulness … Jer. 26:18; Hos. 2:12

Forethought—thinking ahead

In meeting a danger … Gen. 32:3–23

In anticipating evil … Prov. 22:3

Concerning physical needs … Phil. 4:10–19

Neglect of, dangerous … Matt. 25:8–13

Examples of ant, in … Prov. 6:6–8

For eternal riches … Luke 12:23–34

Foretold—made known beforehand

Destruction of Jerusalem … Mark 13:1, 2

Christ’s suffering … Acts 3:18

Outpouring of the Holy Spirit … Joel 2:28–32; Acts 2:14–21

Gospel blessings … Acts 3:24

Paul’s trip to Corinth … 2 Cor. 13:2

Forewarn—to warn beforehand

God’s judgment … Luke 12:5

God’s vengeance … 1 Thess. 4:6

Forfeit—loss incurred by one’s failure

Leadership … 1 Sam. 15:16–28

Possessions … Ezra 10:8

Salvation … Matt. 16:26

Forfeiting spiritual rights

Birthright … Gen. 25:34

Headship … Gen. 49:3, 4

Discipleship … Matt. 19:16–22

Apostleship … Matt. 26:14–16

Spiritual heritage … Acts 13:45–48

Forger—a counterfeiter

Applied to David’s enemies … Ps. 119:69

Forget—be unable to remember

God does not … Is. 49:15

Our sinful past … Phil. 3:13

Forgetful—unable to remember

Concerning our hearing … James 1:25

Forgetting of God

A. Seen in forgetting God’s:

Covenant … Deut. 4:23

Works … Ps. 78:7, 11

Blessings … Ps. 103:2

Law … Ps. 119:153, 176

Word … James 1:25

B. Characteristics of:

Wicked … Is. 65:11

Form of backsliding … Jer. 3:21, 22

Instigated by false teachers … Jer. 23:26, 27

Forgiveness—an act of pardon

A. Synonyms of:

“Blots out” … Is. 43:25

“Remission” … Matt. 26:28

“Pardon” … Is. 55:7

“Remember no more” … Jer. 31:34

“Healed” … 2 Chr. 30:18–20

B. Basis of:

God’s nature … Ps. 86:5

God’s grace … Luke 7:42

Shedding of blood … Heb. 9:22

Christ’s death … Col. 1:14

Son’s power … Luke 5:21–24

Repentance … Acts 2:38

Our forgiveness … Matt. 6:12–14

Faith in Christ … Acts 10:43

C. Significance of:

Shows God’s righteousness … Rom. 3:25, 26

Makes salvation real … Luke 1:77

Must be preached … Luke 24:47

Forgiving one another

A. The measure of:

Seventy times seven … Matt. 18:21, 22

Unlimited … Luke 17:3, 4

As God in Christ forgave us … Eph. 4:32

B. Benefits of:

Means of our forgiveness … Mark 11:25, 26

Restored Christian fellowship … 2 Cor. 2:7–10

Spiritual cleansing … James 5:15, 16

C. Examples of:

Esau and Jacob … Gen. 33:4–15

Joseph … Gen. 45:8–15

Moses … Num. 12:1–13

David … 2 Sam. 19:18–23

Solomon … 1 Kin. 1:52, 53

Jesus … Luke 23:34

Stephen … Acts 7:59, 60

Paul … 2 Tim. 4:16

Fork

In tabernacle … Ex. 27:3; Num. 2:12–14; 1 Chr. 28:11, 17

In temple … 2 Chr. 4:16

Form—the outward appearance

A. Of physical things:

Earth without … Gen. 1:2 

Baby in the womb … Is. 44:24

Sexes … 1 Tim. 2:13

Idols … Is. 44:10

B. Of spiritual realities:

Incarnate Christ … Is. 53:2; Rom. 9:20

Molder … Rom. 9:20

Christian truth … Rom. 6:17

New birth … Gal. 4:19

World passing away … 1 Cor. 7:31

Formalism—forms performed mechanically

A. Characterized by:

Outward forms of religion … Is. 1:10–15

Lifelessness … Is. 58:1–14

Lukewarmness … Rev. 3:14–18

B. Sign of:

Hypocrisy … Luke 18:10–14

Deadness … Phil. 3:4–8

Last days … 2 Tim. 3:1, 5

Formula—a prescribed method

Success … Prov. 22:29

Prosperity … Matt. 6:32, 33

Peace … Is. 26:3

Making friends … Prov. 18:24

Fornication—sexual relations among the unmarried

Evil of:

Comes from evil heart … Matt. 15:19

Sins against the body … 1 Cor. 6:18

Excludes from God’s kingdom … 1 Cor. 6:9

Disrupts Christian fellowship … 1 Cor. 5:9–11

Spiritual fornication symbolized in final apostasy … Rev. 17:1–5

Forsaken—left deserted

God’s house … Neh. 13:11

God’s children … Ps. 37:25

Messiah … Is. 53:3

God’s Son … Matt. 27:46

Forsaking Christ

Disciples left … Matt. 26:56

Cause of separation … John 6:66–70

By His Father … Matt. 27:46

Forsaking God

A. Manifested in:

Going after idols … 1 Kin. 11:33

Going backward … Jer. 15:6

Following human forms … Jer. 2:13

B. Evil of:

Manifests ingratitude … Jer. 2:5–12

Brings confusion … Jer. 17:13

Merits God’s wrath … Ezra 8:22

C. Examples of:

Israel … 2 Kin. 17:7–18

Judah … 2 Chr. 12:1, 5

Fortifications—walls or towers for protection

Cities … 1 Kin. 9:15; 2 Chr. 11:5–11

City of David … 2 Sam. 5:7–9

Fortified cities

Means of protection … 2 Sam. 20:6

Mighty and strong … Deut. 9:1

Conquerable … Deut. 3:4, 5

Utterly destroyed … 2 Kin. 3:19, 25

No substitute for God … Hos. 8:14

Fortress—center of military strength

Nation’s security … 2 Chr. 26:9

Illustrative of God’s protection … Ps. 18:2

Typical of Christ … Is. 33:16, 17

Applied to God’s prophet … Jer. 6:27

Fortunatus—fortunate

Christian at Corinth … 1 Cor. 16:17

Forty days

Length of flood … Gen. 7:17

Israel’s embalming … Gen. 50:2, 3

Moses on Mt. Sinai … Ex. 24:18

Second giving of Law … Ex. 34:28

Spies in Canaan … Num. 13:25

Moses’ prayer … Deut. 9:25–29

The Philistine’s arrogance … 1 Sam. 17:16

Elijah’s fast … 1 Kin. 19:2, 8

Nineveh’s probation … Jon. 3:4

Christ’s temptation … Luke 4:1, 2

Christ’s ministry after His resurrection … Acts 1:3

Forty stripes

Limit for scourging … Deut. 25:3

Paul’s, one less … 2 Cor. 11:24

Forty years

Isaac’s age at marriage … Gen. 25:20

Manna eaten … Ex. 16:35

Israel’s wanderings … Num. 32:13

Same sandals for … Deut. 29:5

Period of rest … Judg. 3:11

Egypt’s desolation … Ezek. 29:11–13

Saul’s reign … Acts 13:21

David’s reign … 1 Kin. 2:11

Solomon’s reign … 1 Kin. 11:42

Forwardness—haste; excessive boldness

Peter’s faltering … Matt. 14:28, 29; Matt. 26:31–35

Foundation

A. Used literally of:

Cities … Josh. 6:26

Walls … Ezra 4:12

Houses … Luke 6:48

Prison house … Acts 16:26

House of the Lord … 1 Kin. 6:37

Towers … Luke 14:28, 29

B. Used figuratively of:

Christian truth … Eph. 2:20

Christ … Is. 28:16; Matt. 16:18

God decrees … 2 Tim. 2:19

Security of rich parents … 1 Tim. 6:19

Eternal city … Heb. 11:10

C. Importance of:

Must be on a rock … Matt. 7:24; Matt. 16:18

Must be firm … Luke 6:48

Must be Christ … 1 Cor. 3:11

Without, hopeless … Ps. 11:3

Foundation, Gate of the—a gate of Jerusalem

Levites stationed there … 2 Chr. 23:2–5

Possibly the Horse Gate … 2 Kin. 11:16; 2 Chr. 23:15

Fountain—a flow of water from the earth

Figurative of:

Rich blessings … Jer. 2:13

Fountain Gate—a gate of Jerusalem

Viewed by Nehemiah … Neh. 2:13, 14

Repaired … Neh. 3:15

Foursquare

Altar … Ex. 27:1

Breastplate … Ex. 39:8, 9

City of God … Rev. 21:16

Fowler—one who catches birds

Law restricting … Deut. 22:6, 7

Figurative of false prophets … Hos. 9:8

Figurative of trials … Ps. 91:3; Ps. 124:7

Fox—a doglike animal

A. Described as:

Plentiful … Judg. 15:4

Destructive … Neh. 4:3

Crafty … Luke 13:32

Living in holes … Matt. 8:20

B. Figurative of:

False prophets … Ezek. 13:4

Enemies … Song 2:15

Deceivers … Luke 13:32

Fragment—a part of a larger whole

Of food … Mark 6:43

Fragrance—a sweet odor

Of perfume … John 12:3

Figurative of restoration … Hos. 14:6

Frankincense—a fragrant gum of a tree

Used in holy oil … Ex. 30:34–38

Used in meal offerings … Lev. 2:1, 2, 15

Excluded from certain offerings … Lev. 5:11

Used in the showbread … Lev. 24:7

Presented to Jesus … Matt. 2:11

Fratricide—murder of one’s own sibling

Abel, by Cain … Gen. 4:8

70, by Abimelech … Judg. 9:1, 5

Amnon, by Absalom … 2 Sam. 13:28, 29

Adonijah, by Solomon … 1 Kin. 2:23–25

Six, by Jehoram … 2 Chr. 21:4

Predicted … Matt. 10:21

Fraud—something designed to deceive

A. Examples of:

Rebekah’s, on Isaac … Gen. 27:5–36

Laban’s, on Jacob … Gen. 29:21–25

Gibeonites’, on Israelites … Josh. 9:3–9

Jonathan’s, on Saul … 1 Sam. 20:11–17

B. Discovery of, by:

A miracle … Ex. 7:9–12

Events … Matt. 28:11–15

Character … Matt. 26:47–50

Free moral agency of humankind—ability to choose

Resulted in sin … Gen. 2:16, 17 

Recognized by God … Gen. 4:6–10; John 7:17

Appealed to … Is. 1:18–20; Jer. 36:3, 7

Freedmen

Jews opposing Stephen … Acts 6:9

Freedom—unrestricted action

A. Of the unregenerate, limited by:

Sin … John 8:34

Inability … John 8:43

Satan … John 8:41, 44

Bondage … Rom. 6:20

Deadness … Eph. 2:1

B. Of the regenerate:

Made free by Christ … John 8:36

Freed from sin’s bondage … Rom. 6:18, 22

Not of license … 1 Pet. 2:16

Not of bondage again … Gal. 5:1

Not of the flesh … Gal. 5:13

Freewill offerings

Obligatory … Deut. 12:6

Must be perfect … Lev. 22:17–25

Eaten in tabernacle by the priests … Lev. 7:16, 17

Firstfruits … Prov. 3:9

According to one’s ability … Deut. 16:17

Willing mind … 2 Cor. 8:10–12

Cheerful heart … 2 Cor. 9:6, 7

Fretting—a peevish state of mind

Of the saints, forbidden … Ps. 37:1, 7, 8

Friend

A. Nature of, mutual:

Interest … 1 Sam. 18:1

Love … 1 Sam. 20:17

Sympathy … Job 2:11

Sacrifice … John 15:13

Loyalty … Ps. 41:9

Encouragement … 3 John 5

B. Value of:

Constructive criticism … Prov. 27:6

Helpful advice … Prov. 27:7

Valuable in time of need … Prov. 27:10

Always faithful … Prov. 17:17

C. Dangers of:

May entice to sin … Deut. 13:6–8

Some attracted to riches … Prov. 14:20

Some are untrustworthy … Ps. 41:9

Poor counsel … 1 Kin. 12:8–14

D. Examples of:

God and Abraham … 2 Chr. 20:7; Is. 41:8

David and Jonathan … 1 Sam. 18:1

David and Hushai … 2 Sam. 15:37

Elijah and Elisha … 2 Kin. 2:1–14

Job and his three … Job 2:11

Jesus and Lazarus … John 11:11

Christ and His disciples … John 15:13–15

Friend—continued

Paul and Timothy … 2 Tim. 1:2

Paul and Philemon … Philem. 1 … 

Friendless—lacking friends

David’s plight … Ps. 142:4

Prodigal son … Luke 15:15, 16

Friendship

A. Kinds of:

True … 1 Sam. 18:1–3

Close … Prov. 18:24

Ardent … 2 Cor. 2:12, 13

Treacherous … Matt. 26:48–50

Dangerous … Deut. 13:6–9

Unfaithful … Job 19:14–19

False … 2 Sam. 16:16–23

Worldly … James 4:4

B. Tests of:

Continued loyalty … 2 Sam. 1:23

Willingness to sacrifice … John 15:13

Obedient spirit … John 15:14, 15

Likemindedness … Phil. 2:19–23

Frog—a small, leaping creature

Plague on Egypt … Ps. 78:45

Unclean spirits like … Rev. 16:13

Frontlets—ornaments worn on the forehead

Of God’s Word … Deut. 6:6–9

Frost

Figurative of God’s creative ability … Job 38:29

Manna’s texture compared to … Ex. 16:14

Frugality—thrift

Manifested by Jesus … John 6:11–13

Wrong kind … Prov. 11:24, 25

Fruit—product of life

A. Used literally of:

Produce of trees … Gen. 1:29 

Produce of the earth … Gen. 4:3

B. Factors destructive of:

Blight … Joel 1:12

Locusts … Joel 1:4

Enemies … Ezek. 25:4

Drought … Hag. 1:10, 11

God’s anger … Jer. 7:20

C. Used figuratively of:

Repentance … Matt. 3:8

Industry … Prov. 31:16, 31

Christian graces … Gal. 5:22, 23

Holy life … Prov. 11:30

Christ … Ps. 132:11

Sinful life … Matt. 7:15, 16

Reward of righteousness … Phil. 1:11

Fruit-bearing—productiveness of

Old age … Ps. 92:14

Good hearers … Matt. 13:23

Christian converts … Col. 1:6, 10

Abiding … John 15:2–8

Fruitfulness

A. Literally, dependent upon:

Right soil … Matt. 13:8

Rain … James 5:18

Sunshine … Deut. 33:14

Seasons … Matt. 21:34

Cultivation … Luke 13:8

God’s blessing … Acts 14:17

B. Spiritually, dependent upon:

Death … John 12:24

New life … Rom. 7:4

Abiding in Christ … John 15:2–8

Yielding to God … Rom. 6:13–23

Christian effort … 2 Pet. 1:5–11

Absence of, reprobated … Matt. 21:19

Fruitless discussion—self-conceited talk against God

Characteristic of false teachers … 1 Tim. 1:6, 7

Fruit of the Spirit

Defined … Gal. 5:22, 23

Christian life characterized by … Rom. 14:17

Unity to be pursued … Eph. 3:15, 16; Eph. 4:2, 3

In relations with others … Col. 3:12–15

Virtues … 2 Pet. 1:5–7

Fruit trees

Protected by Law … Lev. 19:23–25

Fulfill—to bring to its designed end

A. Spoken of God’s:

Word … Ps. 148:8

Prophecy … 1 Kin. 2:27

Threat … 2 Chr. 36:20, 21

Promise … Acts 13:32, 33

Righteousness … Matt. 3:15

Good pleasure … 2 Thess. 1:11

B. Spoken of the believer’s:

Love … Rom. 13:8

Righteousness … Rom. 8:4

Burden-bearing … Gal. 6:2

Mission … Col. 1:25

Ministry … Col. 4:17

Full—complete

A. Of natural things:

Years … Gen. 25:8

Pails … Job 21:24

Children … Ps. 127:5

Cart … Amos 2:13

Leprosy … Luke 5:12

Darkness … Lev. 16:10

B. Of miraculous things:

Guidance … Judg. 6:38

Supply … 2 Kin. 4:4, 6

Protection … 2 Kin. 6:17

C. Of evil emotions:

Evil … Eccl. 9:3

Fury … Dan. 3:19

Wrath … Acts 19:28

Envy … Rom. 1:29

Cursing … Rom. 3:14

Deadly poison … James 3:8

Adultery … 2 Pet. 2:14

D. Of good things:

Power … Mic. 3:8

Grace, truth … John 1:14

Joy … John 15:11

Faith … Acts 6:5, 8

Good works … Acts 9:36

Holy Spirit … Acts 11:24

Fuller—one who treats or dyes cloth

Outside city … 2 Kin. 18:17; Is. 7:3

God is like … Mal. 3:2

Fullness—completion

A. Of time:

Christ’s advent … Gal. 4:4

Gentile age … Rom. 11:25

Age of grace … Eph. 1:10

B. Of Christ:

Eternal Christ … Col. 2:9

Incarnate Christ … John 1:16

Glorified Christ … Eph. 1:22, 23

Funeral—burial rites

Sad … 1 Kin. 13:29, 30

Joyful … Luke 7:11–17

Furnace—fire made very hot

A. Used literally of:

Smoke from Sodom and Gomorrah … Gen. 19:28

Baker’s oven … Hos. 7:4

Fiery, of Nebuchadnezzar … Dan. 3:20–27

B. Used figuratively of:

Egyptian bondage … Deut. 4:20

Spiritual refinement … Ps. 12:6

Lust … Hos. 7:4

Hell … Matt. 13:42, 50

Punishment … Ezek. 22:18–22

Furniture

Tabernacle … Ex. 31:7

Room … 2 Kin. 4:8–10

Futile, futility—vain; useless

Used of:

Thoughts … Ps. 94:11

Worship … Jer. 51:17, 18

Customs … Jer. 10:3

Sacrifice … Is. 1:13

Obedience … Deut. 32:46, 47

Visions … Ezek. 13:7

Faith … 1 Cor. 15:17

Imaginations … Rom. 1:21

Mind … Eph. 4:17

Future—that which is beyond the present

Only God knows … Is. 41:21–23

Revealed by:

Christ … John 13:19

The Spirit … John 16:13

Human ignorance of … Luke 19:41–44

No provision for, dangerous … Luke 12:16–21

Proper provision for … Matt. 6:19–34


G

Gaal—loathing

Son of Ebed; vilifies Abimelech … Judg. 9:26–41

Gaash—quaking

Hill of Ephraim … Judg. 2:9

Joshua’s burial near … Josh. 24:30

Gaba—a hill

City of Benjamin … Josh. 18:21, 24

Gabbai—tax gatherer

Postexilic Benjamite … Neh. 11:8

Gabbatha—Hebrew for “pavement”

Place of Pilate’s court … John 19:13

Gabriel—man of God

Interprets Daniel’s vision … Dan. 8:16–27

Reveals the prophecy of 70 weeks … Dan. 9:21–27

Announces John’s birth … Luke 1:11–22

Announces Christ’s birth … Luke 1:26–38

Stands in God’s presence … Luke 1:19

Gad—good fortune

1. Son of Jacob by Zilpah … Gen. 30:10, 11

Father of seven sons who founded tribal families … Gen. 46:16

Blessed by Israel … Gen. 49:19

2. Descendants of the tribe of Gad … Deut. 27:13

First census of … Num. 1:24, 25

Second census of … Num. 26:18

Settles on east side of Jordan … Num. 32:1–5, 29–33; Josh. 18:7

Captivity of … 1 Chr. 5:26

12,000 of, sealed … Rev. 7:5

3. Seer of David … 1 Sam. 22:5

Message of, to David … 2 Sam. 24:10–16

Gadarenes, Gergesenes

People east of the Sea of Galilee … Mark 5:1

Healing of demon-possessed here … Matt. 8:28–34

Gaddi—fortunate

Manassite spy … Num. 13:11

Gaddiel—Gad (fortune) is God

Zebulunite spy … Num. 13:10

Gadi—a Gadite

Father of King Menahem … 2 Kin. 15:14

Gaham—burning

Son of Nahor … Gen. 22:23, 24

Gahar—hiding place

Head of a family of temple servants … Ezra 2:47

Gain through loss

A. Elements of:

Death first … John 12:24

Servant status … Mark 9:35

Discount all temporal gains … Matt. 19:29

Loss of “life” … Mark 8:35

B. Examples of:

Abraham … Heb. 11:8–19

Moses … Heb. 11:24–27

Ruth … Ruth 1:16–18

Abigail … 1 Sam. 25:18–42

Esther … Esth. 2:1–17

Christ … Phil. 2:5–11

Gains unjustly gotten

By:

Deceit … Josh. 7:15–26

Violence … Prov. 1:19

Oppression … Prov. 22:16

Divination … Acts 16:16, 19

Unjust wages … James 5:4

Gaius—commended

1. Companion of Paul … Acts 19:29

2. Convert at Derbe … Acts 20:4

3. Paul’s host at Corinth … Rom. 16:23

Corinthian convert … 1 Cor. 1:14

4. One addressed by John … 3 John 1–5

Galal—a rolling

1. Levite … 1 Chr. 9:15

2. Another Levite … 1 Chr. 9:16

Galatia—a province of Asia Minor

Paul’s first visit to … Acts 16:6

Paul’s second visit to … Acts 18:23

Churches of, mentioned … 1 Cor. 16:1

Paul writes to churches of … Gal. 1:2

Peter writes to Christians in … 1 Pet. 1:1

Galatians—people of Galatia

Paul’s:

Rebuke of their instability … Gal. 1:6, 7

Defense of the gospel among them … Gal. 1:8–24

Concern for them … Gal. 4:9–31

Confidence in them … Gal. 5:7–13

Galatians, the Epistle to the—a book of the New Testament

True gospel … Gal. 1:6–12

Freedom from the Law … Gal. 2:15–4:31

Fruit of the Holy Spirit … Gal. 5:22, 23

Galbanum—a yellowish-brown aromatic resin

Used in the holy oil … Ex. 30:34

Galeed—heap of witness

Memorial site … Gen. 31:48

Galilean—an inhabitant of Galilee

Speech of … Mark 14:70

Slaughter of … Luke 13:1

Faith of … John 4:45

Pilate’s cruelty toward … Luke 13:1, 2

Galilee—circle, circuit

A. History of:

Moses’ prophecy concerning … Deut. 33:18–23

Allotted to tribe of Naphtali … Josh. 20:7

Twenty cities of, given to Hiram … 1 Kin. 9:11

Conquered by Syrians … 1 Kin. 15:18, 20

Conquered by Assyrians … 2 Kin. 15:29

Called Galilee of the Gentiles … Is. 9:1

Dialect of, distinctive … Matt. 26:73

Herod’s jurisdiction over … Luke 3:1; Luke 23:5–7

Christian churches in … Acts 9:31

B. Christ’s contacts with:

Reared there … Matt. 2:22

Called Jesus of Galilee … Matt. 26:69

Chooses disciples from … Matt. 4:18, 21

Fulfills prophecy concerning … Matt. 4:14, 15

Performs many miracles in … Matt. 4:23

People of, receive Him … Matt. 4:25

Seeks refuge in … John 4:1, 3

Women of, minister to Him … Matt. 27:55

Seen in, after His resurrection … Matt. 26:32

Great Commission issued there … Matt. 28:16–20

Galilee, Sea of

Scene of many events in Christ’s life such as:

Calls four fishermen on, as disciples … Matt. 4:18–22

Teaches multitude from boat on … Luke 5:1–3

Walks on waters of … John 6:19

Feeds 5,000 on shore of … John 6:1–11

Heals deaf and mute man at … Mark 7:31–35

Called Chinnereth … Num. 34:11

Later called Gennesaret … Luke 5:1

Gall—bile

Used literally of:

Liver secretion … Job 16:13

Poisonous herb … Amos 6:12; Matt. 27:34

Gallantry—a chivalrous act of bravery

Example of … Ex. 2:16–21

Gallim—heaps

Village north of Jerusalem … Is. 10:29, 30

Home of Palti … 1 Sam. 25:44

Gallio—who lives on milk

Roman proconsul of Achaia; dismisses charges against Paul … Acts 18:12–17

Gallows—a structure used for hanging

Haman had made … Esth. 5:14

Haman hanged on … Esth. 7:9, 10

Haman’s sons hanged on … Esth. 9:13, 25

Gamaliel—God has rewarded

1. Leader of Manasseh … Num. 2:20

2. Famous Jewish teacher … Acts 22:3

Respected by people … Acts 5:34–39

Game—the flesh of wild animals

Isaac’s favorite dish … Gen. 27:1–33

Games—various kinds of contests

Figurative examples of (as of a race):

Requiring discipline … 1 Cor. 9:25–27

Requiring obedience to rules … 2 Tim. 2:5

Testing the course … Gal. 2:2

Press on to the goal … Phil. 3:13, 14

Gammad—warrior

Manned Tyre’s towers … Ezek. 27:11

Gamul—rewarded

Descendant of Aaron … 1 Chr. 24:17

Garden—a protected and cultivated place

A. Notable examples of:

In Eden … Gen. 2:15 

In Egypt … Deut. 11:10

In Shushan … Esth. 1:5

In Gethsemane … Mark 14:32

A royal … 2 Kin. 25:4

B. Used for:

Festivities … Esth. 1:5

Idolatry … Is. 65:3

Meditations … Matt. 26:36

Burial … John 19:41

C. Figurative of:

Desolation … Amos 4:9

Fruitfulness … Is. 51:3

Prosperity … Is. 58:11

Righteousness … Is. 61:11

Gardener—one whose work is gardening

Adam, the first … Gen. 2:15 

Christ, mistaken for … John 20:15, 16

Gareb—scab

1. One of David’s warriors … 2 Sam. 23:38

2. Hill near Jerusalem … Jer. 31:39

Garland—ceremonial headdress or wreath

Brought by priests of Zeus … Acts 14:13

Garlic—an onionlike plant

Egyptian food … Num. 11:5

Garments (see Clothing)

Garmite—bony

Gentile name applied to Keilah … 1 Chr. 4:19

Garrison—a military post





Smitten by Jonathan … 1 Sam. 13:3, 4

Attacked by Jonathan … 1 Sam. 14:1–15

Gatam—puny

Esau’s grandson; chief of Edomite clan … Gen. 36:11–16

Gate—an entrance

A. Made of:

Wood … Neh. 2:3, 17

Iron … Acts 12:10

Bronze … Ps. 107:16

Stones … Rev. 21:12

B. Opening for:

Cities … Judg. 16:3

Citadel … Neh. 2:8

Sanctuary … Ezek. 44:1, 2

Tombs … Matt. 27:60

Prisons … Acts 12:5, 10

C. Used for:

Business transactions … 1 Kin. 22:10

Legal business … Ruth 4:1–11

Criminal cases … Deut. 25:7–9

Proclamations … Jer. 17:19, 20

Festivities … Ps. 24:7

Protection … 2 Sam. 18:24, 33

D. Figurative of:

Satanic power … Matt. 16:18

Death … Is. 38:10

Righteousness … Ps. 118:19, 20

Salvation … Matt. 7:13

Holy Jerusalem … Rev. 21:25

Gatekeeper

Duty of:

Zechariah … 1 Chr. 9:21

Shallum … 1 Chr. 9:17

Akkub … 1 Chr. 9:17

Talmon … 1 Chr. 9:17

Ahiman … 1 Chr. 9:17

Ben … 1 Chr. 15:18

Jaaziel … 1 Chr. 15:18

Shemiramoth … 1 Chr. 15:18

Jehiel … 1 Chr. 15:18

Unni … 1 Chr. 15:18

Eliab … 1 Chr. 15:18

Benaiah … 1 Chr. 15:18

Maaseiah … 1 Chr. 15:18

Mattithiah … 1 Chr. 15:18

Elipheleh … 1 Chr. 15:18

Mikneiah … 1 Chr. 15:18

Obed-Edom … 1 Chr. 15:18

Jeiel … 1 Chr. 15:18

Heman … 1 Chr. 15:17

Asaph … 1 Chr. 15:17

Ethan … 1 Chr. 15:17

Berechiah … 1 Chr. 15:23

Elkanah … 1 Chr. 15:23

Jehiah … 1 Chr. 15:24

Jeduthun … 1 Chr. 16:38

Hosah … 1 Chr. 16:38

Gates of Jerusalem

1. Corner Gate … 2 Chr. 26:9

2. Refuse Gate … Neh. 12:31

3. Of Ephraim … Neh. 8:16

4. Fish Gate … Zeph. 1:10

5. Fountain Gate … Neh. 12:37

6. Horse Gate … Jer. 31:40

7. Benjamin’s Gate … Zech. 14:10

8. “Gate of the Prison” … Neh. 12:39

9. Sheep Gate … Neh. 3:1

10. Upper Benjamin Gate … Jer. 20:2

11. Valley Gate … Neh. 2:13

12. Water Gate … Neh. 8:16

Gath—winepress

1. Philistine city … 1 Sam. 6:17

Last of Anakim here … Josh. 11:22

Ark carried to … 1 Sam. 5:8

Home of Goliath … 1 Sam. 17:4

David takes refuge in … 1 Sam. 21:10–15

David’s second flight to … 1 Sam. 27:3–12

Captured by David … 1 Chr. 18:1

Captured by Hazael … 2 Kin. 12:17

Rebuilt by Rehoboam … 2 Chr. 11:5, 8

Uzziah broke down walls of … 2 Chr. 26:6

Destruction of, prophetic … Amos 6:1–3

Name becomes proverbial … Mic. 1:10

2. Musical instrument or tune … Ps. 8; 81; 84 (titles)

Gath Hepher—winepress of the pit

Birthplace of Jonah … 2 Kin. 14:25

Boundary of Zebulun … Josh. 19:13

Gath Rimmon—pomegranate press

1. City of Dan … Josh. 19:40–45

Assigned to Levites … Josh. 21:24

2. Town in Manasseh … Josh. 21:25

Gaza—strong place

Philistine city … Josh. 13:3

Conquered by Joshua … Josh. 10:41

Refuge of Anakim … Josh. 11:22

Assigned to Judah … Josh. 15:47

Gates of, removed by Samson … Judg. 16:1–3

Samson deceived by Delilah here … Judg. 16:1–20

Samson blinded here … Judg. 16:21

Temple of Dagon here; pulled down … Judg. 16:21–25, 29, 30

Ruled by Solomon … 1 Kin. 4:22, 24

Sin of, condemned … Amos 1:6, 7

Judgment pronounced upon … Jer. 25:20

Philip preaches on road to … Acts 8:26

Gazelle—medium-sized antelope; translated “roe”; “roebuck”

A. Described as:

Fit for food … Deut. 12:15, 22

Swift … 1 Chr. 12:8

Wild … 2 Sam. 2:18

Hunted by men … Prov. 6:5

In Solomon’s provisions … 1 Kin. 4:23

B. Figurative of:

Timidity … Is. 13:14

Swiftness … 2 Sam. 2:18

Church … Song 4:5

Christ … Song 2:9, 17

Gazez—shearer

1. Son of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:46

2. Grandson of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:46

Gazites

Inhabitants of Gaza … Judg. 16:2

Gazzam—consuming

Head of family of temple servants … Ezra 2:48

Geba, Gaba—a hill

City of Benjamin … Josh. 18:24

Assigned to Levites … Josh. 21:17

Rebuilt by Asa … 1 Kin. 15:22

Idolatrous … 2 Kin. 23:8

Repossessed after the Exile … Neh. 11:31

Gebal—mountain

1. Phoenician maritime town … Ezek. 27:9

Inhabitants called Gebalites … Josh. 13:5; 1 Kin. 5:18

2. Mountainous region in Edom … Ps. 83:7

Geber—strong one; hero

Solomon’s purveyors … 1 Kin. 4:19

Gebim—ditches

Place north of Jerusalem … Is. 10:31

Gedaliah—Yahweh has made great

1. Jeduthun’s son … 1 Chr. 25:3, 9

2. Pashhur’s son … Jer. 38:1

3. Grandfather of Zephaniah … Zeph. 1:1

4. Ahikam’s son … Jer. 39:14

Made governor of Judah … 2 Kin. 25:22–26

Befriends Jeremiah … Jer. 40:5, 6

Murdered by Ishmael … 2 Kin. 25:25 … 562 Jer. 41:2, 18

5. Postexilic priest … Ezra 10:18

Geder—wall

Town of Judah … Josh. 12:13

Gederah—sheepfold

Town in Judah … Josh. 15:36

Gederathite

Native of Gederah … 1 Chr. 12:4

Gederite

Native of Geder … 1 Chr. 27:28

Gederoth—sheepfolds

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:41

Captured by Philistines … 2 Chr. 28:18

Gederothaim—two sheepfolds

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:36

Gedor—wall

1. Town of Judah … Josh. 15:58

2. Simeonite town … 1 Chr. 4:39

3. Town of Benjamin … 1 Chr. 12:7

4. Family in Judah … 1 Chr. 4:4

5. A son of Jeiel and brother of Ner … 1 Chr. 8:30, 31; 1 Chr. 9:35–37

6. The son of Jered … 1 Chr. 4:18

Ge Harashim

1. A craftsman … 1 Chr. 4:14

2. Called the “Valley of Craftsmen” … Neh. 11:35

Gehazi—valley of vision

Elisha’s servant … 2 Kin. 5:25

Seeks reward from Naaman … 2 Kin. 5:20–24

Afflicted with leprosy … 2 Kin. 5:25–27

Relates Elisha’s deeds to Jehoram … 2 Kin. 8:4–6

Gehenna (see Hell)

Geliloth—circles

Probably Gilgal, in the land of Benjamin … Josh. 18:17

Gemalli—camel driver

Father of Ammiel … Num. 13:12

Gemariah—Yahweh has perfected

1. Hilkiah’s son … Jer. 29:3

2. Shaphan’s son … Jer. 36:10–25

Gems—precious stones

On breastplate … Ex. 28:15–21

Figurative of value … Prov. 3:15; Prov. 31:10

In commerce … Ezek. 27:16

In New Jerusalem … Rev. 21:19–21

Genealogies—ancestral lineage

A. Importance:

Tribal inheritance … Num. 36:1–13

Royal line … Matt. 1:1, 6

Chronology … Matt. 1:17

Priesthood claims … Ezra 2:61, 62; Neh. 7:63, 64

Messiahship … Matt. 1:1–17

B. Lists of:

Patriarchs’ … Gen. 5:1–32

Noah’s … Gen. 10:1–32

Shem’s … Gen. 10:21–32

Abraham’s … 1 Chr. 1:28–34

Jacob’s … Gen. 46:8–27

Esau’s … Gen. 36:1–43

Israel’s … 1 Chr. 9:1

David’s … 1 Chr. 3:1–16

Levites’ … 1 Chr. 6:1–81

Saul’s … 1 Chr. 9:35–44

Genealogy of Jesus

Seed of Abraham … Gal. 3:16

Through Joseph … Matt. 1:2–17

Through Mary … Luke 3:23–38

General—chief military authority

Commander … 1 Chr. 27:34; Rev. 6:15

Also rendered “princes” … Gen. 12:15

Generation

Descriptive of:

Period of time … Gen. 9:12

Living people or race … Matt. 24:34

Genesis, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Creation … Gen. 1:1–2:25 

The Fall … Gen. 3:1–24 

The Flood … Gen. 6:8–7:24

Abraham … Gen. 12:1–25:18

Isaac … Gen. 25:19–26:35

Jacob … Gen. 27:1–36:43

Joseph … Gen. 37:1–50:26

Genius—unusual mental ability

Applicable to Solomon … 1 Kin. 4:29–34

Gentiles—non-Jews

A. Described as:

Superstitious … Deut. 18:14

Knowing God … Rom. 1:21

Without the Law … Rom. 2:14

Wicked … Rom. 1:23–32

Idolatrous … 1 Cor. 12:2

Uncircumcised … Eph. 2:11

Without Christ … Eph. 2:12

Dead in sins … Eph. 2:1

B. Blessings promised to:

Given to Christ … Ps. 2:8

Included in God’s covenant … Gen. 12:3; Gal. 3:8

Conversion predicted … Is. 11:10; Rom. 15:9–16

Christ their light … Is. 49:6

Included in “all flesh” … Joel 2:28–32

Called “other sheep” … John 10:16

C. Conversion of:

Predicted … Is. 60:1–14

Proclaimed … Matt. 4:12–17

Anticipated … John 10:16

Questioned … Acts 10:9–29

Realized … Acts 10:34–48

Explained … Acts 11:1–18

Hindered … Acts 13:45–51

Debated … Acts 15:1–22

Confirmed … Acts 15:23–31

Vindicated … Acts 28:25–29

D. Present position:

Barrier removed … Eph. 2:11–22

Brought near … Eph. 2:13

Fellow citizens … Eph. 2:19

Fellow heirs … Eph. 3:6

In body … Eph. 3:6

Gentleness—mildness combined with tenderness

A. Examples of:

God’s … 2 Sam. 22:36

Christ’s … Matt. 11:29; 2 Cor. 10:1

Paul’s … 1 Thess. 2:7

Fruit of the Spirit … Gal. 5:22, 23

B. A Christian essential in:

Living in the world … Titus 3:1, 2

Instruction … 2 Tim. 2:24, 25

Restoring a brother … Gal. 6:1

Calling … Eph. 4:1, 2

Marriage … 1 Pet. 3:1–4

C. Commandments concerning:

Follow after … 1 Tim. 6:11

Genubath—theft

Edomite … 1 Kin. 11:20

Geology—study of the earth

Allusions to … Gen. 1:9, 10 

Gera—grain

1. Son of Bela … Gen. 46:21

2. A descendant of Bela … 1 Chr. 8:3–8

3. Father of Ehud … Judg. 3:15

4. Father of Shimei … 2 Sam. 16:5

Gerah—smallest coin and weight among the Jews

Twentieth part of a shekel … Ex. 30:13; Lev. 27:25

Gerar—region

Town of Philistia … Gen. 10:19

Gerar—continued

Visited by Abraham … Gen. 20:1–18

Visited by Isaac … Gen. 26:1–17

Abimelech, king of … Gen. 26:1, 26

Gerizim—cutters

Mountain of blessing in Ephraim … Deut. 11:29

Jotham’s parable … Judg. 9:7

Samaritans’ sacred mountain … John 4:20, 21

Gershom, Gershon—exile

1. Son of Levi … Ex. 6:16; 1 Chr. 6:16–20

Father of Libni and Shimei … Ex. 6:17

Founder of Gershonites … Num. 3:17–26

2. Son of Moses … Ex. 2:21, 22

Circumcised … Ex. 4:25

Founder of Levite family … 1 Chr. 23:14–16

3. Descendant of Phinehas … Ezra 8:2

4. Father of Jonathan … Judg. 18:30

Gershonites

Descendants of Gershon … Num. 3:21, 22

Tabernacle servants … Num. 3:25, 26

Achievements of … 1 Chr. 15:7–19

Geshan—firm

Descendant of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:47

Geshem—shower

Opposes Nehemiah … Neh. 6:6

Geshur—bridge

Not expelled … Josh. 13:13

Talmai, king of … 2 Sam. 3:3

Absalom flees to … 2 Sam. 13:37, 38

Geshurites

1. People of Geshur … Deut. 3:14

2. People living south of Philistia … 1 Sam. 27:8

Gether—fear

Son of Aram … Gen. 10:23

Gethsemane—oil press

Garden near Jerusalem … Matt. 26:30, 36

Scene of Christ’s agony and betrayal … Matt. 26:36–56; John 18:1–12

Often visited by Christ … Luke 22:39

Geuel—majesty of God

Gadite spy … Num. 13:15, 16

Gezer—portion

Canaanite city … Josh. 10:33

Not expelled … Josh. 16:10

Assigned to Kohathites … Josh. 21:21

Scene of warfare … 1 Chr. 14:16

Burned by Egyptian king … 1 Kin. 9:16

Rebuilt by Solomon … 1 Kin. 9:17

Ghost

Christ thought to be … Matt. 14:26; Mark 6:49

Giah—waterfall

Place near Ammah … 2 Sam. 2:24

Giants—men of unusual size

A. Names of:

Rephaim … Gen. 14:5

Anakim … Num. 13:28–33; Josh. 11:21

Emim … Gen. 14:5

Zamzummim … Deut. 2:20

Goliath … 1 Sam. 17:4–7

Og … Deut. 3:11, 13

Others … 2 Sam. 21:16–22

B. Destroyed by:

Moses … Deut. 3:3–11

Joshua … Josh. 11:21

David … 1 Sam. 17:48–51

David and his men … 2 Sam. 21:16–22

Gibbar—huge

Family head … Ezra 2:20

Gibbethon—mound

Town of Dan … Josh. 19:44

Assigned to Levites … Josh. 21:20–23

Nadab’s assassination at … 1 Kin. 15:27, 28

Besieged by Omri … 1 Kin. 16:17

Gibea—hill

Caleb’s grandson … 1 Chr. 2:49

Gibeah—hill

1. Village of Judah … Josh. 15:57

2. Town of Benjamin … Judg. 19:14–16

Known for wickedness … Judg. 19:12–30

Destruction … Judg. 20:1–48

Saul’s birthplace … 1 Sam. 10:26

Saul’s political capital … 1 Sam. 15:34

Saul’s sons executed … 2 Sam. 21:6–10

Wickedness of, long remembered … Hos. 9:9

Gibeathites

Inhabitants of Gibeah … 1 Chr. 12:3

Gibeon—hill town

Hivite town … Josh. 9:3, 7

Mighty, royal city … Josh. 10:2

Sun stands still at … Josh. 10:12

Assigned to Benjamin … Josh. 18:25

Given to Levites … Josh. 21:17

Location of tabernacle … 1 Chr. 16:39

Joab struck Amasa here … 2 Sam. 20:8–10

Joab killed here … 1 Kin. 2:28–34

Site of Solomon’s sacrifice and dream … 1 Kin. 3:5–15

Natives of, return from exile … Neh. 3:7

Gibeonites—inhabitants of Gibeon

Deceive Joshua … Josh. 9:3–15

Deception discovered … Josh. 9:16–20

Made woodcutters … Josh. 9:21–27

Rescued by Joshua … Josh. 10:1–43

Massacred by Saul … 2 Sam. 21:1

Avenged by David … 2 Sam. 21:2–9

Giddalti—I have made great

Son of Heman … 1 Chr. 25:4

Giddel—very great

1. Head of family of temple servants … Ezra 2:47

2. Children of Solomon’s servants … Ezra 2:56; Neh. 7:58

Gideon—cutter of trees

Son of Joash … Judg. 6:11

Called by an angel … Judg. 6:11–24

Destroys Baal’s altar … Judg. 6:25–32

Fleece confirms call from God … Judg. 6:36–40

His army reduced … Judg. 7:2–8

Encouraged by a dream … Judg. 7:9–15

Unusual strategy successful … Judg. 7:16–25

Soothes angry Ephraimites … Judg. 8:1–3

Takes revenge on Succoth and Penuel … Judg. 8:4–22

Refuses kingship … Judg. 8:22, 23

Unwisely makes an ephod … Judg. 8:24–27

Judgeship of forty years … Judg. 8:28, 29

Father of 71 sons … Judg. 8:30, 31

His death brings apostasy … Judg. 8:32–35

Called Jerubbaal … Judg. 8:35

Man of faith … Heb. 11:32

Gideoni—a cutting down

Benjamite … Num. 1:11

Father of Abidan … Num. 1:11

Brought offering for the tribe of Benjamin … Num. 7:60–65

Over tribal army of Benjamin … Num. 10:24

Gidom—a cutting off

Village of Benjamin … Judg. 20:45

Gifts

A. Of God:

1. Material:

Food … Matt. 6:25, 26

Rain … Matt. 5:45

Health … Phil. 2:25–30

Sleep … Prov. 3:23–25

Rest … Deut. 12:10

All things … 1 Tim. 6:17

All needs … Phil. 4:19

2. Spiritual:

Christ … John 3:16

Holy Spirit … Luke 11:13

Grace … James 4:6

Wisdom … James 1:5

Repentance … Acts 11:18

Faith … Eph. 2:8

New spirit … Ezek. 11:19

Peace … Phil. 4:7

Rest … Heb. 4:1, 9

Glory … 1 Pet. 5:10

Eternal life … John 10:28

B. Of humankind:

1. Purposes of:

Confirm covenants … Gen. 21:27–32

Appease anger … 1 Sam. 25:27–35

Show respect … Judg. 6:18–21

Manifest friendship … 1 Sam. 30:26–31

Reward … 2 Sam. 18:11, 12

Memorialize an event … Esth. 9:20–22

Render worship … Matt. 2:11

Give help … Phil. 4:10–18

Seal friendship … 1 Sam. 18:3, 4

2. Times given:

Betrothals … Gen. 24:50–53

Weddings … Ps. 45:12

Departures … Gen. 45:21–24

Returns home … Luke 15:22, 23

Times of recovery … Job 42:10, 11

Trials, forbidden … Ex. 23:8

C. Spiritual:

Listed and explained … Rom. 12:6–8; 1 Cor. 12:4–30; Eph. 4:11–16

Come from God … James 1:17

Assigned sovereignty … 1 Cor. 12:11, 28

Cannot be bought … Acts 8:18–20

Always for edification … Rom. 1:11

Counterfeited by Satan … 2 Cor. 11:13–15

Spiritually discerned … 1 Cor. 12:2, 3

Love, the supreme … 1 Cor. 13:1–13

Gihon—bursting forth

1. River of Eden … Gen. 2:13 

2. Spring outside Jerusalem … 1 Kin. 1:33–45

3. Source of water supply … 2 Chr. 32:30

Gilalai—weighty

Levite musician … Neh. 12:36

Gilboa—bubbling fountain

Range of limestone hills in Issachar … 1 Sam. 28:4

Scene of Saul’s death … 1 Sam. 31:1–7

Philistines desecrate Saul’s body here … 1 Sam. 31:8, 9

Under David’s curse … 2 Sam. 1:17, 21

Gilead—rocky or strong

1. Grandson of Manasseh … Num. 26:29, 30

2. Father of Jephthah … Judg. 11:1

3. Gadite … 1 Chr. 5:14

4. Condemned city … Hos. 6:8

5. Mountain … Judg. 7:3

6. Tableland east of the Jordan between the Arnon and Jabbok rivers … Judg. 20:1

Possessed by Israel … Num. 21:21–31

Assigned to Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh … Deut. 3:12–17

Rebuked by Deborah … Judg. 5:17

Hebrews flee to … 1 Sam. 13:7

Ishbosheth’s rule over … 2 Sam. 2:8, 9

David takes refuge in … 2 Sam. 17:26, 27; 2 Sam. 19:31

In David’s census … 2 Sam. 24:1, 6

Elijah’s birthplace … 1 Kin. 17:1

Smitten by Hazael … 2 Kin. 10:32, 33

Mentioned by Amos … Amos 1:3, 13

Gilead, balm of—an aromatic gum for medicinal purposes

Figurative of:

National healing … Jer. 8:22; Jer. 51:8

Gilgal—a circle, a wheel

1. Memorial site between Jordan and Jericho … Josh. 4:19–24

Israel circumcised … Josh. 5:2–9

Passover observed … Josh. 5:10

Site of Gibeonite covenant … Josh. 9:3–15

On Samuel’s circuit … 1 Sam. 7:15, 16

Saul made king … 1 Sam. 11:15

Saul rejected … 1 Sam. 13:4–15

Denounced for idolatry … Hos. 9:15

2. Town near Bethel … 2 Kin. 2:1

Home of Elisha … 2 Kin. 4:38

Giloh—exile

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:51

Gilonite—Giloh native

Ahithophel called … 2 Sam. 15:12

Gimel

Third letter in Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:17–24

Gimzo—producing sycamores

Village of Judah … 2 Chr. 28:18

Ginath—protection

Father of Tibni … 1 Kin. 16:21, 22

Ginnethoi—gardener

Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:4

Ginnethon—gardener

Family head and signer of document … Neh. 10:6

Probably same as Ginnethoi

Gird—to put on, as a belt

A. Purposes of:

Strengthening … Prov. 31:17

B. Figurative of:

Gladness … Ps. 30:11

Truth … Eph. 6:14

Readiness … 1 Pet. 1:13

C. Those girding:

Priests … Ex. 28:4, 39

Warriors … 1 Sam. 18:4

Jesus … John 13:3, 4

Girgashites—an original tribe of Canaan

Descendants of Canaan … Gen. 10:15, 16

Land of, given to Abraham’s descendants … Gen. 15:18, 21

Delivered to Israel … Josh. 24:11

Girl—a female child; young woman

Sold for wine … Joel 3:3

Prophecy concerning … Zech. 8:4, 5

Raised by Jesus … Mark 5:39–42

Demands John’s head … Matt. 14:10, 11

Questions Peter … John 18:17

Is disbelieved … Acts 12:13–17

Healed by Paul … Acts 16:16–18

Girzites—inhabitants of Gezer

Raided by David … 1 Sam. 27:8

Gishpa—attentive

Overseer … Neh. 11:21

Gittaim—two winepresses

Village of Benjamin … Neh. 11:31, 33

Refuge of the Beerothites … 2 Sam. 4:2, 3

Gittites—natives of Gath

600 follow David … 2 Sam. 15:18–23

Giving to God

A. Manner of:

Without show … Matt. 6:1–4

According to ability … 1 Cor. 16:1, 2

Willingly … 1 Chr. 29:3–9

Liberally … 2 Cor. 9:6–15

Cheerfully … 2 Cor. 9:7

Proportionately … Mal. 3:10

B. Examples of:

Israelites … Ex. 35:21–29

Leaders of Israel … Num. 7:2–28

Poor widow … Luke 21:1–4

Macedonian churches … 2 Cor. 8:1–5

Gizonite

Hashem thus described … 1 Chr. 11:34

Gladness—cheerfulness

A. Reasons for:

Salvation … Is. 51:3, 11; John 8:56

Forgiveness … Ps. 51:8

Recovery of a son … Luke 15:32

Restoration of hope … John 20:20

Temporal blessings … Acts 14:17

Christ’s coming … 1 Pet. 4:13

B. Wrong kinds of:

At an enemy’s downfall … Prov. 24:17

At wickedness … Hos. 7:3

Glass

A. Used literally of:

Crystal … Job 28:17, 18

B. Used figuratively of:

God’s nature … Rev. 4:6

New Jerusalem … Rev. 21:18, 21

Gleaning—gathering grain left by reapers

Laws providing for … Lev. 19:9, 10

Illustrated by Ruth … Ruth 2:2–23

Gideon’s reference to … Judg. 8:2

Glorification of Christ

A. Nature of:

Predicted … Is. 55:5

Prayed for … John 12:28

Not of Himself … Heb. 5:5

Predetermined … John 17:1

B. Accomplished by:

Father … John 13:31, 32

Holy Spirit … John 16:13, 14

Miracles … John 11:4

His resurrection … Acts 3:13

Believers … Acts 21:20

Glorifying God

A. By means of:

Praise … Ps. 50:23

Fruitfulness … John 15:8

Service … 1 Pet. 4:11

Suffering … 1 Pet. 4:14, 16

B. Reason for:

Deliverance … Ps. 50:15

Mercy shown … Rom. 15:9

Subjection … 2 Cor. 9:13

C. Extent of:

Universal … Ps. 86:9

In body and soul … 1 Cor. 6:20

Glory—honor; renown

A. Of temporal things:

Granted by God … Dan. 2:37

Used to entrap … Matt. 4:8

Not to be sought … 1 Thess. 2:6

Quickly passes … 1 Pet. 1:24

B. Of believers:

Given by God … John 17:22

Transformed by the Spirit … 2 Cor. 3:18

Through Christ’s death … Heb. 2:9, 10

Follows salvation … 2 Tim. 2:10

In suffering … Rom. 5:3

In the cross … Gal. 6:14

Greater than present suffering … Rom. 8:18

Hope of … Col. 1:27

At Christ’s advent … Col. 3:4

Glory of Christ

A. Aspects of:

Manifested … John 2:11

Not selfish … John 8:50

Given by God … John 17:22

Crowned with … Heb. 2:9

Ascribed to forever … Heb. 13:21

B. Stages of:

Before creation … John 17:5

Revealed in Old Testament … John 12:41

In His incarnation … John 1:14

In His transfiguration … Luke 9:28–36

In His resurrection … Luke 24:26

In His exaltation … 1 Tim. 3:16

At His return … Matt. 25:31

In heaven … Rev. 5:12

Glory of God

A. Manifested to:

Moses … Ex. 24:9–17

Stephen … Acts 7:55

B. Reflected in:

Christ … John 1:14

Man … 1 Cor. 11:7

C. Appearances of:

The tabernacle … Ex. 40:34

The temple … 1 Kin. 8:11

At Jesus’ birth … Luke 2:8–11

D. The believer’s relation to:

Does all for … 1 Cor. 10:31

Illuminated by … 2 Cor. 4:6

Will stand in presence of … Jude 24

E. Humankind’s relation to:

Corrupts … Rom. 1:23

Falls short of … Rom. 3:23

Refuse to give to God … Acts 12:23

Glory of humankind

Prefigured in creation … Heb. 2:6–8

Lost by sin … Rom. 3:23

Soon passes away … 1 Pet. 1:24

Removed by death … Ps. 49:17

Restored by Christ … 2 Cor. 5:17

Gluttony—excessive appetite

Sternly forbidden … Prov. 23:1–3

Characteristic of the wicked … Phil. 3:19

Leads to poverty … Prov. 23:21

Christ accused of … Matt. 11:19

Gnat—small insect

Used as illustration … Matt. 23:24

Gnosticism—early heresy based on knowledge instead of faith

Warned against … Col. 2:8, 18

Arrogant … 1 Cor. 8:1

False … 1 Tim. 6:20

Surpassed by Christ … Eph. 3:19

Goad—a pointed rod

Used as a weapon … Judg. 3:31

Figurative of pointed morals … Eccl. 12:11

Figurative of conscience … Acts 26:14

Sharpened by files … 1 Sam. 13:21

Goals, spiritual

Provide motivation … Phil. 3:12–14

Promise reward … 1 Cor. 9:24, 25

Goat—a domesticated animal

A. Literal uses of:

Clothing … Num. 31:20; Heb. 11:37

Milk of, food … Prov. 27:27

Curtains … Ex. 26:7

Wineskins … Josh. 9:4

Sacrifices … Ex. 12:5

B. Figurative uses of:

Kingdom of Greece … Dan. 8:5, 21

Wicked … Matt. 25:32, 33

Goath—constance

Place near Jerusalem … Jer. 31:39

Gob—a pit

Plain where Hebrews and Philistines fought … 2 Sam. 21:18, 19

Also called Gezer … 1 Chr. 20:4

Goblet—a bowl or basin

Used as a comparison … Song 7:2

Same word translated“basins” and “cups” … Ex. 24:6; Is. 22:24

God—the Supreme Being

A. Names of:

God … Gen. 1:1 

LORD God … Gen. 2:4

God Most High … Gen. 14:18–22

Lord GODGen. 15:2, 8

Almighty God … Gen. 17:1, 2

Everlasting God … Gen. 21:33

Almighty God … Gen. 28:3

I AM … Ex. 3:14

Jealous … Ex. 34:14

Eternal God … Deut. 33:27

Living God … Josh. 3:10

God of hosts … Ps. 80:7

LORD of hosts … Is. 1:24

Holy One of Israel … Is. 43:3, 14, 15

Mighty God … Jer. 32:18

God of heaven … Jon. 1:9

Heavenly Father … Matt. 6:26

King eternal … 1 Tim. 1:17

Only Potentate … 1 Tim. 6:15

Father of lights … James 1:17

B. Manifestations of:

Face of … Gen. 32:30

Voice of … Deut. 5:22–26

Glory of … Ex. 40:34, 35

Angel of … Gen. 16:7–13

Name of … Ex. 34:5–7

Form of … Num. 12:6–8

Comes from Teman … Hab. 3:3

C. Nature of:

Spirit … John 4:24

One … Deut. 6:4

Personal … John 17:1–3

Trinitarian … 2 Cor. 13:14

Omnipotent … Rev. 19:6

D. Attributes of:

Incomparable … 2 Sam. 7:22

Invisible … John 1:18

Inscrutable … Is. 40:28

Unchangeable … Num. 23:19

Unequaled … Is. 40:13–25

Unsearchable … Rom. 11:33, 34

Infinite … 1 Kin. 8:27

Eternal … Is. 57:15

Omnipotence

(All-powerful) … Jer. 32:17, 27

Omnipresence (Ever-present) … Ps. 139:7–12

Omniscience

(All-knowing) … 1 John 3:20

Foreknowledge … Is. 48:3, 5

Wise … Acts 15:18

E. Moral attributes of:

Goodness (see Goodness of God)

Hatred … Ps. 5:5, 6

Holiness … Rev. 4:8

Impartiality … 1 Pet. 1:17

Justice … Ps. 89:14

Long-suffering … Ex. 34:6, 7

Love … 1 John 4:8, 16

Mercy … Lam. 3:22, 23

Peace … Gal. 3:15

Truth … Ps. 117:2

Vengeance … Deut. 32:34–41

Wrath … Deut. 32:22

F. Human expressions applied to:

Fear … Deut. 32:26, 27

Grief … Gen. 6:6

Repentance … Gen. 6:7

Jealousy … Ex. 34:14

Swearing … Jer. 44:26

Laughing … Ps. 2:4

Sleeping … Ps. 78:65

Human parts:

Face … Num. 6:25, 26

Eyes … 2 Chr. 16:9

Ears … Neh. 1:6

Nose … Ex. 15:8

Mouth … Deut. 8:3

Voice … Gen. 3:9, 10; Ex. 15:26

Hand … Ezra 7:9

Fingers … Ps. 8:3

Arms … Deut. 33:27

Back … Ex. 33:21–23

Feet … Ps. 18:9

G. Titles given to:

Creator … Is. 40:12, 22, 26

Judge … Ps. 96:10, 13

King … Ps. 47:2, 7, 8

Defender … Ps. 59:1

Preserver … Ps. 121:3–8

Shepherd … Gen. 49:24

Healer … Ex. 15:26

H. Works of, described as:

Awesome … Ps. 66:3

Incomparable … Ps. 86:8

Great … Ps. 92:5

Manifold … Ps. 104:24

Marvelous … Ps. 139:14

Wondrous … 1 Chr. 16:9

I. Ways of, described as:

Perfect … Ps. 18:30

Knowledgeable … Ps. 86:11

Made known … Ps. 103:7

Righteous … Ps. 145:17

Not like human … Is. 55:8, 9

Everlasting … Hab. 3:6

Inscrutable … Rom. 11:33

Just and true … Rev. 15:3

See Goodness of God; Love of God; Power of God

Godhead—the Deity

Revealed to humankind … Rom. 1:20

Corrupted by humankind … Acts 17:29

Incarnated in Jesus Christ … Col. 2:9

Godliness—holy living

Profitable … 1 Tim. 4:7, 8

Perverted … 1 Tim. 6:5

Pursue … 1 Tim. 6:11

Duty … Titus 2:12

See Holiness of Christians

Gods, false

A. Names of:

Adrammelech (Syria) … 2 Kin. 17:31

Anammelech (Babylon) … 2 Kin. 17:31

Ashtoreth (Canaan) … 1 Kin. 11:5, 33

Baal (Canaan) … 1 Kin. 18:19

Baal of Peor (Moab) … Num. 25:1–9

Beelzebub (Philistine) … Luke 11:19–23

Bel (Babylon) … Jer. 51:44

Calf worship (Egypt) … Ex. 32:1–6

Chemosh (Moab) … 1 Kin. 11:7

Dagon (Philistine) … 1 Sam. 5:1–7

Diana (Ephesian) … Acts 19:34

Hermes (Greek) … Acts 14:12, 13

Milcom (Ammon) … 1 Kin. 11:5

Molech (Ammon) … 1 Kin. 11:7

Nebo (Babylon) … Is. 46:1

Nisroch (Assyria) … 2 Kin. 19:37

Rimmon (Syria) … 2 Kin. 5:18

Tammuz (Babylon) … Ezek. 8:14

Zeus (Greek) … Acts 14:12, 13

B. Evils connected with:

Immorality … Num. 25:1–9

Prostitution … 2 Kin. 23:7

Divination … Lev. 20:1–6

Sacrilege … Dan. 5:4

Pride … 2 Kin. 18:28–35

Persecution … 1 Kin. 19:1–3

Child sacrifice … Jer. 7:29–34

Gog—mountain

1. Reubenite … 1 Chr. 5:4

2. Prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal … Ezek. 38:2, 3

3. Leader of the final battle … Rev. 20:8–15

Golan—circuit

City of Bashan … Deut. 4:43

Assigned to Levites … Josh. 21:27

City of refuge … Josh. 20:8

Gold

A. Found in:

Havilah … Gen. 2:11, 12 

Ophir … 1 Kin. 9:28

Sheba … 1 Kin. 10:2, 10

Arabia … 2 Chr. 9:14

B. Used for:

Money … Matt. 10:9

Offerings … Ex. 35:22; 1 Sam. 6:4

Gift … Matt. 2:11

Tabernacle:

Frame … Ex. 26:29, 32

Furnishings … Ex. 25:10–40; Ex. 30:3–5

Priest’s garment … Ex. 39:2–30

Temple:

Building … 1 Kin. 6:20–35

Furnishings … 1 Kin. 7:48–51

Shields … 1 Kin. 10:16, 17

Holy adornment … Ex. 28:4–6

Jewelry … Gen. 24:22

Physical adornment … Ex. 36:34, 38

Idols … Ex. 32:31

C. Figurative of:

Saints refined … Job 23:10

Babylonian Empire … Dan. 2:38

Redeemed … 2 Tim. 2:20

Faith purified … 1 Pet. 1:7

Christ’s doctrine … Rev. 3:18

Golden apples

Appropriate word … Prov. 25:11

Golden city

Babylon called … Is. 14:4

Golden rule

For Christian conduct … Matt. 7:12; Luke 6:31

Golden wedge

Figurative term … Is. 13:12

Goldsmiths

In building the tabernacle … Ex. 31:1–4

Refiners … Mal. 3:3

Shapers of objects … Ex. 25:11, 18

Makers of idols … Num. 33:52

Guilds … Neh. 3:8, 32

Golgotha—place of a skull

Where Jesus died … Matt. 27:33–35

Goliath—exile

1. Giant of Gath … 1 Sam. 17:4

Challenged Israel … 1 Sam. 17:8–11

Killed by David … 1 Sam. 17:50

2. Brother of above; killed by Elhanan … 2 Sam. 21:19

See Giants

Gomer—completion

1. Son of Japheth … Gen. 10:2, 3; 1 Chr. 1:5, 6

Northern nation … Ezek. 38:6

2. Wife of Hosea … Hos. 1:2, 3

Gomorrah—submersion

In a fruitful valley … Gen. 13:10

Defeated by Chedorlaomer … Gen. 14:8–11

Destroyed by God … Gen. 19:23–29

Symbol of evil … Is. 1:10

Symbol of destruction … Amos 4:11

Punishment of … Matt. 10:15

Good for evil

Illustrated by Joseph … Gen. 45:5–15

Christian duty … Luke 6:27, 35; Rom. 12:14, 20

Goodness of God

A. Described as:

Abundant … Ex. 34:6

Great … Ps. 31:19

Enduring … Ps. 52:1

Satisfying … Ps. 65:4

Universal … Ps. 145:9

B. Manifested in:

Material blessings … Matt. 5:45; Acts 14:17

Spiritual blessings … Ps. 31:19

Forgiving sin … Ps. 86:5

C. Saints’ attitude toward:

Rejoice in … Ex. 18:9

Remember … Ps. 145:7

Be satisfied with … Jer. 31:14

Gopherwood

Used in Noah’s ark … Gen. 6:14

Gore—to push or thrust

By an ox … Ex. 21:28–32

Rendered “push” … Deut. 33:17; Ezek. 34:21

Goshen

1. District of Egypt where Israel lived … Gen. 45:10

Land of pastures … Gen. 47:1–6

Called the land of Rameses … Gen. 47:6–11

2. Region in south Judah … Josh. 10:41

3. City of Judah … Josh. 15:51

Gospel—good news

A. Described as, of:

God … Rom. 1:1

Christ … 2 Cor. 2:12

The kingdom … Matt. 24:14

Grace of God … Acts 20:24

Peace … Eph. 6:15

Salvation … Eph. 1:13

Glory of Christ … 2 Cor. 4:4

B. Defined as:

Of supernatural origin … Gal. 1:10–12

God’s power … Rom. 1:16

Mystery … Eph. 6:19

Revelation … Eph. 3:1–6

Deposit of truth … 1 Cor. 15:1–4

C. Source of:

Hope … Col. 1:23

Salvation … 2 Thess. 2:13, 14

Faith … Acts 15:7

Life … 1 Cor. 4:15

Immortality … 2 Tim. 1:10

Afflictions … Phil. 1:16

Peace … Eph. 6:15

D. Proclaimed by or in:

Scriptures … Gal. 3:8

Prophets … Rom. 1:1, 2

Angels to shepherds … Luke 2:8–14

John … Mark 1:1–4

Jesus Christ … Mark 1:14, 15

The Twelve … Luke 9:1, 2, 6

Dispersion … Acts 8:4

Philip … Acts 8:5, 6

Peter and John … Acts 8:14, 25

Paul … Acts 20:25

Angel … Rev. 14:6

E. Should be proclaimed:

To all people … Mark 16:15, 16

Everywhere … Rom. 15:19, 20

At all times … Rev. 14:6

With great urgency … 1 Cor. 9:16

With boldness … Eph. 6:19

As a testimony … Matt. 24:14

F. Proclaimers of, are:

Separated … Rom. 1:1

Called … Acts 16:10

Entrusted with it … 1 Thess. 3:2

Set apart for its defense … Phil. 1:7, 16, 27

Under divine orders … 1 Cor. 9:16

G. Negative reactions to, some:

Disobey … 2 Thess. 1:8

Are blinded to … 2 Cor. 4:3, 4

Hinder … 1 Cor. 9:12

Pervert … Gal. 1:7

H. Believer’s reaction to:

Believing … Eph. 1:13

Submitting to … 2 Cor. 9:13

Being established by … Rom. 16:25

Living by … Phil. 1:27

Defending … Phil. 1:7, 16, 27

Gossip—idle talk or rumors about others; talebearer

Forbidden … Lev. 19:16

Cause of friction … Prov. 16:28

Destructive … 1 Tim. 5:13

Warns against associating with … Prov. 20:19

Called “talebearer” … Prov. 11:13; Prov. 20:19

Called “talkers” … Ezek. 36:3

Called “whisperers” … Rom. 1:29

Called “whisperings” … 2 Cor. 12:20

Gourd—a running plant with large leaves

Poison variety … 2 Kin. 4:39–41

Government—recognized rulership

A. Types of:

Patriarchal, in families … Gen. 27:29–39

Theocratic, under God … Ex. 18:13–26

Monarchial, under kings … 1 Sam. 8:5–22

Antichristian, under the Antichrist … 2 Thess. 2:3–12

Absolute and final, under Christ … Is. 9:6, 7

B. Characteristics of:

Ruled by God … Is. 45:1–13

Successions of, determined by God … Dan. 2:28–45

Ignorant of spiritual things … 1 Cor. 2:8

Providentially used … Acts 26:32

C. Christian attitude toward:

Occupy positions in … Gen. 42:6

Pay taxes to … Matt. 22:18–21

Pray for … 1 Tim. 2:1–3

Obey rules of … Rom. 13:1–7

Obey God first … Acts 5:29

Governor—a ruler

Title used of Zerubbabel … Ezra 2:63

Applied to Nehemiah … Neh. 8:9

Prime minister … Gen. 42:6

Provincial ruler … Acts 23:24, 26

Gozan—quarry

Town and district in Mesopotamia … 2 Kin. 17:6

Israelites deported to … 2 Kin. 18:11

Grace—unmerited favor

A. Descriptive of:

God’s favor … Gen. 6:8

God’s forgiving mercy … Rom. 11:6

Gospel … John 1:17

Gifts (miracles, etc.) … 1 Pet. 4:10

Eternal life … 1 Pet. 1:13

B. Is the source of:

Salvation … Acts 15:11

Call of God … Gal. 1:15

Faith … Acts 18:27

Justification … Rom. 3:24

Forgiveness … Eph. 1:7

Consolation … 2 Thess. 2:16

Eternal life … Rom. 5:21

C. Described as:

All-abundant … Rom. 5:15–20

All-sufficient … 2 Cor. 12:9

Glorious … Eph. 1:6

Great … Acts 4:33

Manifold … 1 Pet. 4:10

Rich … Eph. 2:4, 5

Undeserved … 1 Tim. 1:12–16

Gift of God in Christ … Rom. 5:15; Eph. 2:8

D. Believers:

Are under … Rom. 6:14

Receive … John 1:16

Stand in … Rom. 5:2

Abound in … 2 Cor. 9:8

Be strong in … 2 Tim. 2:1

Grow in … 2 Pet. 3:18

Speak with … Eph. 4:29

Inherit … 1 Pet. 3:7

Serve God by … Heb. 12:28

E. Dangers of, can:

Be abused … Jude 4

Be frustrated … Gal. 2:21

Be turned from … Gal. 5:3, 4

Graces, Christian

Growth in, commanded … 2 Pet. 1:5–8

Grafting—uniting a portion of one plant to another

Gentiles, on Israel’s stock … Rom. 11:17, 24

Grain—the generic term for cereal grasses

A. Features regarding:

Grown in Palestine … 2 Kin. 18:32

Article of food … Gen. 42:1, 2, 19

Offered mixed with oil … Lev. 2:14, 15

Roasted … Ruth 2:14

B. Figurative of:

Blessings … Ezek. 36:29

Christ … John 12:24

Life’s maturity … Job 5:26

Grandchildren

Lot becomes father of, through incest … Gen. 19:30–38

Abdon’s … Judg. 12:13, 14

Widow’s … 1 Tim. 5:4

Iniquity visited on … Ex. 34:7

Served idols … 2 Kin. 17:41

Crown of old men … Prov. 17:6

Practice piety toward family … 1 Tim. 5:4

Leave inheritance to … Prov. 13:22

Grandmother

Lois thus called … 2 Tim. 1:5

Grapes

Grown in Palestine … Num. 13:23

Used for wine … Num. 6:3

“Sour grapes” … Ezek. 18:2

Figurative of judgment … Rev. 14:18

See Vine, vineyard

Grass

A. Features:

Created by God … Gen. 1:11, 12

Produced by rain … Deut. 32:2

Adorns earth … Matt. 6:30

Shall not make … Ex. 20:4

Failure of, a calamity … Jer. 14:5, 6

Nebuchadnezzar eats … Dan. 4:1, 33

Disappears … Prov. 27:25

Withered away … Is. 15:6

B. Figurative of:

Life’s shortness … Ps. 90:5, 6

Prosperous wicked … Ps. 92:7

God’s grace … Ps. 72:6

Grasshopper—locust

Used as food … Lev. 11:22

Inferiority … Num. 13:33

Insignificance … Is. 40:22

Burden … Eccl. 12:5

See Locust

Gratitude (see Thankfulness)

Gratitude to man

A. Reasons for:

Deliverance from an enemy … Judg. 8:22, 23

Deliverance from death … 1 Sam. 26:21–25

Interpretation of a dream … Dan. 2:46–48

Rescue from murderers … Esth. 6:1–6

B. Examples of:

Ruth to Boaz … Ruth 2:8–17

Israelites to Jonathan … 1 Sam. 14:45

Abigail to David … 1 Sam. 25:40–42

David to Jonathan … 2 Sam. 9:1

David to Hanun … 2 Sam. 10:1, 2

Pagans to Paul … Acts 28:1–10

Grave—a place of burial

A. Features regarding:

Dug in ground … Gen. 50:5

Some in caves … Gen. 23:9

Marker set on … Gen. 35:20

Touching of, makes unclean … Num. 19:16, 18

B. Resurrection from:

Symbolized … Ezek. 37:1–14

Evidenced … Matt. 28:5, 6; Luke 24:2–8

Lazarus’s … John 11:38, 43, 44

Graveclothes—clothes for the dead

Lazarus attired in … John 11:43, 44

Jesus lays His aside … Luke 24:12

Gravel—small pebbles

Figurative of:

Distress … Prov. 20:17

Numerous offspring; rendered “grains” … Is. 48:19

Suffering … Lam. 3:16

Graven image—an idol

Shall not make … Ex. 20:4

Of Canaanites, to be destroyed … Deut. 7:1–5, 25; Deut. 12:2, 3

Cause of God’s anger … Ps. 78:58; Jer. 8:19

See Idols, idolatry

Great

A. Descriptive of:

Sun and moon … Gen. 1:16

Euphrates … Gen. 15:18

Mediterranean … Josh. 1:4

Nineveh … Jon. 3:2, 3

Babylon … Rev. 14:8

B. Applied to God’s:

Nature … Deut. 10:17

Works … Judg. 2:7

Victory … 2 Sam. 23:10, 12

Mercy … 2 Chr. 1:8

Wrath … 2 Chr. 34:21

Glory … Ps. 21:5

Love … Eph. 2:4, 5

C. Descriptive of Christ as:

God … Titus 2:13

Prophet … Luke 7:16

Priest … Heb. 4:14

King … Luke 1:32, 33; Rev. 11:17

Shepherd … Heb. 13:20

D. Applied to the believer’s:

Reward … Matt. 5:12

Faith … Matt. 15:28

Joy … Acts 8:8

Zeal … Col. 4:13

Affliction … 2 Cor. 8:2

Boldness … 1 Tim. 3:13

Promises … 2 Pet. 1:4

E. Applied to final things:

Gulf fixed … Luke 16:26

Wrath … Rev. 6:17

Tribulation … Rev. 7:14

White throne judgment … Rev. 20:11

Great fish

Swallows Jonah … Jon. 1:17; Matt. 12:40

Greatness, true

Hinges on:

God’s gentleness … Ps. 18:35

Great work … Neh. 6:3

Unselfishness … Jer. 45:5

Servanthood … Matt. 23:11

God’s estimate … Matt. 5:19

Great Tribulation

A specific period of time … Rev. 7:14

Time of distress … Dan. 12:1

Jesus predicted … Matt. 24:15–28

Time will be shortened … Matt. 24:22

Greece—the southern extremity of the Balkan peninsula

Prophecy concerning … Dan. 8:21

Paul preaches in … Acts 17:16–31

Called Javan … Is. 66:19

Vision of, in Daniel’s visions … Dan. 8:21

Conflict with … Zech. 9:13

Greed—excessive desire for things

A. Productive of:

Defeat … Josh. 7:11–26

Murder … 1 Kin. 21:1–16

Betrayal … Luke 22:1–6

B. Examples of:

Samuel’s sons … 1 Sam. 8:1, 3

False prophets … Is. 56:10, 11

False teachers … 2 Pet. 2:14, 15

See Avarice; Covetousness

Greek

1. Native of Greece … Joel 3:6; Acts 16:1

Spiritual state of … Rom. 10:12

Some believe … Acts 14:1

2. Foreigners speaking Greek … John 12:20

3. Language of Greece … Acts 21:37

Greeting

A. Normal between:

Brothers … 1 Sam. 17:22

Social ranks … Gen. 47:7

Strangers … 1 Sam. 10:3, 4

Christians … 1 Pet. 5:14

On visits … Rom. 16:21–23

B. Examples of forms used in:

“God be gracious” … Gen. 43:29

“Peace be with you” … Judg. 19:20

“The LORD be with you” … Ruth 2:4

“The LORD bless you” … Ruth 2:4

“Blessed are you” … Ruth 3:10

“Rejoice” … Matt. 28:9; Luke 1:28

“Hail” … John 19:3

See Benediction

Greyhound—a tall, slender hound

Poetically described … Prov. 30:29, 31

Grief

A. Human causes of:

Son’s marriage … Gen. 26:34, 35

Barrenness … 1 Sam. 1:11, 16

Death … 2 Sam. 19:1, 2

Disease … Job 2:11–13

Sinners … Ps. 119:158

Foolish son … Prov. 17:25

B. Divine:

Messiah … Is. 53:3, 4, 10

God … Ps. 95:10

Holy Spirit … Is. 63:10; Eph. 4:30

See Sorrow

Grow—to increase

A. Of natural things:

Plants … Ps. 90:5, 6

Humans:

Samuel … 1 Sam. 2:21

John … Luke 1:80

Jesus … Luke 2:52

B. Of material things:

Power … 2 Sam. 3:1

C. Of immaterial things:

Spirituality … Luke 2:40

Old covenant … Heb. 8:13

God’s kingdom … Luke 13:18, 19

D. Parables of growth:

Sower … Mark 4:2–20

Tares … Matt. 13:24–30

Mustard seed … Luke 13:18, 19

Yeast … Matt. 13:33

Seed … Mark 4:26–29

Growth, spiritual

A. Expressed by words indicating:

Fruitfulness … John 15:2, 5

Increase … 2 Cor. 9:10

Addition … 2 Pet. 1:5–10

Growth … 1 Pet. 2:2

Building up … Jude 20

B. Hindrances to:

Lack of knowledge … Acts 18:24–28

Carnality … 1 Cor. 3:1–3

Instability … Eph. 4:14, 15

Dullness … Heb. 5:11–14

C. Means of:

Milk of the Word … 1 Pet. 2:1–3

By knowledge of God … Col. 1:10

Grudge—to harbor resentment

Forbidden … Lev. 19:18

Guard

A. Aspects of:

Called mighty … 2 Sam. 23:8–23

Often foreigners … 2 Sam. 20:7

Respected … Jer. 40:1–5

B. Duties of:

Run before chariots … 2 Sam. 15:1

Form a military guard … 1 Sam. 22:17

Keep watch … 2 Kin. 11:5, 6

Carry out commandments … Jer. 39:11–14

Execute criminals … Dan. 2:14

Guardian angels

Helpers … Gen. 24:7; Heb. 1:1–14

Protectors … Ps. 91:11

Aided apostles … Acts 5:17–19; Acts 8:26; Acts 12:7–11

Guardians, stewards—custodians

Christ, of our souls … 2 Tim. 1:12

Referred to by Paul … Gal. 4:2

Gudgodah—cutting; cleft

Israelite encampment … Deut. 10:7

Also called Hor Hagidgad … Num. 33:32

Guest

Kinds of:

Terrified … 1 Kin. 1:41, 49

Dead … Prov. 9:18

Unwelcomed … Prov. 25:17

Unprepared … Matt. 22:11

Criticized … Luke 7:39–50

Congenial … Acts 18:1–3

Courteous … 1 Cor. 10:27

Angelic … Heb. 13:2

Guidance, divine

To meek … Ps. 25:9

To wise … Prov. 23:19

To good person … Ps. 112:5

In God’s strength … Ex. 15:13

On every side … 2 Chr. 32:22

With God’s eye … Ps. 32:8

With counsel … Ps. 73:24

Like a flock … Ps. 78:52

By skillfulness … Ps. 78:72

Continually … Is. 58:11

Guide—a leader

A. Kinds of:

Human … Num. 10:29–32

Supernatural … Ex. 13:20–22

Blind … Matt. 23:16, 24

B. Goals of:

Peace … Luke 1:79

Truth … John 16:13

God’s word … Acts 8:30, 31

Guilt, universality of

All as filthy rags … Is. 64:6

All fall short … Rom. 3:23

All declared … Rom. 5:12–14; Gal. 3:22

Guni—colored

1. One of Naphtali’s sons … Gen. 46:24; 1 Chr. 7:13

Descendants called Gunites … Num. 26:48

2. Gadite … 1 Chr. 5:15

Gur—lion’s cub

Site of Ahaziah’s death … 2 Kin. 9:27

Gur Baal—sojourn of Baal

Place in Arabia … 2 Chr. 26:7


H

Haahashtari—runner

Son of Ashhur … 1 Chr. 4:5, 6

Habaiah—Yahweh has hidden

Father of excommunicated Jewish priests … Ezra 2:61, 62; Neh. 7:63, 64

Habakkuk—embrace

A. Complaints of:

God’s silence … Hab. 1:2–4

God’s response … Hab. 1:5–11

Chaldean cruelty … Hab. 1:12–17

God’s response … Hab. 2:1–20

B. Prayer of:

Praise of God … Hab. 3:1–19

Habakkuk, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Author … Hab. 1:1

Setting … Hab. 1:2–4

Historical reference … Hab. 1:6

The life of the just … Hab. 2:4

Habazziniah

Grandfather of Jaazaniah … Jer. 35:3

Habit—a custom

A. Kinds of:

Doing evil … Jer. 13:23

Doing good … Acts 10:38

Of animals, instinctive … 2 Pet. 2:22

B. Examples of:

Jesus’—worship at synagogue … Luke 4:16

Daniel’s—daily prayer … Dan. 6:10

Habitation—a place of residence

A. Used literally of:

Canaan … Num. 15:2

A tree … Dan. 4:20, 21

Nation … Acts 17:26

B. Used figuratively of:

Eternity … Is. 57:15

God’s throne … Is. 63:15

Sky … Hab. 3:11

Heaven … Luke 16:9

New Jerusalem … Is. 33:20

Habor—joined together

The River of Gozan … 2 Kin. 17:6

Hachaliah—darkness of Yahweh

Father of Nehemiah … Neh. 1:1

Hachilah—dark; gloomy

Hill in the wilderness of Ziph where David hid … 1 Sam. 23:19–26

Hachmoni

Father of a tutor to David’s sons … 1 Chr. 27:32

Hadad—fierceness

1. Ishmael’s son … 1 Chr. 1:30

2. King of Edom … Gen. 36:35, 36

3. Another king of Edom … 1 Chr. 1:50

Called Hadar … Gen. 36:39

4. Edomite leader … 1 Kin. 11:14–25

Hadadezer—Hadad is a help

King of Zobah … 2 Sam. 8:3–13

Defeated by David … 2 Sam. 10:6–19

Hadad and Rimmon

Name of the two Aramean deities; a place in Jezreel … Zech. 12:11

Hadashah—new

Village of Judah … Josh. 15:37

Hadassah—myrtle

Esther’s Jewish name … Esth. 2:7

Hadattah—new

Town in south Judah; possibly should be read as Hazor Hadattah … Josh. 15:25

Hadid—sharp

Town of Benjamin … Neh. 11:31, 34

Hadlai—restful

Ephraimite … 2 Chr. 28:12

Hadoram—Hadar is exalted

1. Son of Joktan … Gen. 10:26, 27

2. Son of Tou … 1 Chr. 18:9, 10

3. Rehoboam’s tribute officer … 2 Chr. 10:18

Called Adoram … 1 Kin. 12:18

Probably same as Adoniram … 1 Kin. 4:6

Hadrach—periodical return

Place in Syria … Zech. 9:1

Hagab—locust

Head of a family of temple servants … Ezra 2:46

Hagaba, Hagabah—locust

Head of a family of temple servants … Neh. 7:46, 48; Ezra 2:43, 45

Hagar—flight

Sarai’s Egyptian maidservant … Gen. 16:1

Conceives by Abram … Gen. 16:4

Flees from Sarai … Gen. 16:5, 6

Angel of the Lord meets her … Gen. 16:7, 8

Returns; becomes mother of Ishmael … Gen. 16:9–16

Abraham sends her away … Gen. 21:14

Paul’s allegory of … Gal. 4:22–26

Haggai—festive

Postexilic prophet … Ezra 5:1, 2

Contemporary of Zechariah … Ezra 6:14

Prophecies of, dated in reign of Darius Hystaspes (520 B.C.) … Hag. 1:1, 15; Hag. 2:1, 10, 20

Haggai, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Purpose … Hag. 1:1–15

The coming glory … Hag. 2:4–9

On Levitical cleanliness … Hag. 2:10–14

Hagri—a Hagerite

Father of one of David’s warriors … 1 Chr. 11:38

Called “Bani the Gadite” in … 2 Sam. 23:36

Haggi—festal

Son of Gad … Gen. 46:16

Head of tribal family … Num. 26:15

Haggiah—festival of Yahweh

Merarite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:30

Haggith—festal

One of David’s wives … 2 Sam. 3:4

Mother of Adonijah … 1 Kin. 1:5

Hagri—a Hagrite

Father of one of David’swarriors … 1 Chr. 11:38

Hagrites—descendants of Hagar

Nomad people east of Gilead … 1 Chr. 5:10–22; Ps. 83:6

Jaziz, keeper of David’s flocks … 1 Chr. 27:31

Hail—frozen rain

Illustrative of God’s:

Wonders … Job 38:22

Glory … Ps. 18:12

Chastening … Is. 28:2, 17

Wrath … Rev. 8:7

Power … Ps. 147:17

Hair

A. Of women:

Covering … 1 Cor. 11:15

Uses of … Luke 7:38

Prohibitions concerning … 1 Tim. 2:9; 1 Pet. 3:3

B. Of men:

Not to be worn long … 1 Cor. 11:14

Rules for cutting … Lev. 19:27

Long, during Nazirite vow … Num. 6:5

Gray, sign of age … 1 Sam. 12:2

Absalom’s beautiful … 2 Sam. 14:25, 26

Numbered … Matt. 10:30

C. Figurative of:

Minuteness … Judg. 20:16

Complete safety … 1 Sam. 14:45

Fear … Job 4:14, 15

Great numbers … Ps. 40:12

Grief … Ezra 9:3

Respect … Prov. 16:31

Attractiveness … Song 5:2, 11

Affliction … Is. 3:17, 24

Entire destruction … Is. 7:20

Decline and fall … Hos. 7:9

Hakkatan—the smallest

Johanan’s father … Ezra 8:12

Hakkoz—the thorn

Descendant of Aaron … 1 Chr. 24:1, 10

Called Koz … Ezra 2:61, 62

Descendants of, kept from priesthood … Neh. 7:63, 64

Hakupha—crooked

Ancestor of certain Temple servants … Ezra 2:42, 43, 51

Halah—a district of Assyria

Israelite captives carried to … 2 Kin. 17:6

Halak—smooth

Mountain near Seir … Josh. 11:17

Half-shekel tax—a temple tax

Commanded … Ex. 30:13, 14

Christ paid … Matt. 17:24–27

Half-tribe of Manasseh—the part of Manasseh east of the Jordan

Clans of:

Machir … Josh. 17:1

Halhul—contorted

A city in Judah … Josh. 15:20, 21, 58

Hali—necklace

Town of Asher … Josh. 19:25

Hallohesh—enchanter

Repairs walls and signs covenant … Neh. 3:12; Neh. 10:24

Ham—hot

1. Noah’s youngest son … Gen. 5:32

Enters ark … Gen. 7:7

His immoral behavior merits Noah’s curse … Gen. 9:22–25

Father of descendants of repopulated earth … Gen. 10:6–20

2. Poetical name of Egypt … Ps. 105:23, 27

3. Hamites at Gedor … 1 Chr. 4:39, 40

4. Place where Chedorlaomer defeated the Zuzim … Gen. 14:5

Haman

Agagite … Esth. 3:1, 2

Plots to destroy Jews … Esth. 3:3–15

Invited to Esther’s banquet … Esth. 5:1–14

Forced to honor Mordecai … Esth. 6:5–14

Hanged on his own gallows … Esth. 7:1–10

Hamath—fortification

Hittite city north of Damascus … Josh. 13:5

Spies visit … Num. 13:21

Israel’s northern limit … Num. 34:8

Solomon’s boundary … 1 Kin. 8:65

Storage cities built … 2 Chr. 8:3, 4

Captured by the Assyrians … 2 Kin. 18:30, 34

People of, deported to Samaria … 2 Kin. 17:24, 30

Israelites exiled … Is. 11:11

Mentioned by Jeremiah … Jer. 49:23

Boundary in Ezekiel’s prophecy … Ezek. 47:16–20

Hamathites

People of Hamath … Gen. 10:18

Hamath Zobah—fortress of Zobah

Captured by Solomon … 2 Chr. 8:3

Hammath—hot springs

1. City of

Naphtali … Josh. 19:35

Probably the same as Hammon and Hammoth Dor … Josh. 21:32; 1 Chr. 6:76

2. Founder of the Rechabites … 1 Chr. 2:55

Hammedatha—given by Ham

Father of Haman … Esth. 3:1

Hammer—a worker’s tool

A. Literal uses of:

Drive tent pegs … Judg. 4:21

Not used in temple … 1 Kin. 6:7

Hammer—continued

Straighten metal … Is. 41:7

B. Figurative uses of:

God’s Word … Jer. 23:29

Babylon … Jer. 50:23

Hammered gold—gold shaped by forceful blows

Ornamental shields … 1 Kin. 10:16, 17; 2 Chr. 9:15, 16

Hammoleketh—the queen

Sister of Gilead … 1 Chr. 7:17, 18

Hammon—glowing

1. Village of Asher … Josh. 19:28

2. Town of Naphtali … 1 Chr. 6:76

See Hammath 1

Hammoth Dor—hot springs of Dor

City of refuge … Josh. 21:32

See Hammath 1

Hamonah—multitude

Site of Gog’s defeat … Ezek. 39:11–16

Hamon Gog—multitude of Gog

Memorial name of Gog’s burial … Ezek. 39:11

Hamor—ass

Sells land to Jacob … Gen. 33:18–20; Acts 7:16

Killed by Jacob’s sons … Gen. 34:1–31

Hamran

Descendant of Seir … 1 Chr. 1:41

See Hemdan

Hamstring—to cut the tendons of the leg

To render captured animals useless … Josh. 11:6, 9; 2 Sam. 8:4

Hamuel—anger of God

Son of Mishma … 1 Chr. 4:26

Hamul—spared

Son of Perez … Gen. 46:12

Founder of tribal family … Num. 26:21

Hamutal—kinsman of dew

Wife of King Josiah … 2 Kin. 23:30, 31

Mother of Jehoahaz and Zedekiah … 2 Kin. 24:18

Daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah … Jer. 52:1

Hanamel—God has pitied

Cousin of Jeremiah the prophet … Jer. 32:7

Hanan—merciful

1. One of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:26, 43

2. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:23, 25

3. Descendant of Jonathan … 1 Chr. 8:38

4. Prophet … Jer. 35:4

5. Head of temple servants … Ezra 2:46

6. Explained Law … Neh. 8:7

7. Nehemiah’s assistant treasurer … Neh. 13:13

8, 9. Signers of the covenant … Neh. 10:22, 26

Hananel—God has been gracious

Tower at Jerusalem … Jer. 31:38

Hanani—gracious

1. Father of Jehu the prophet … 1 Kin. 16:1, 7

Rebukes Asa; confined to prison … 2 Chr. 16:7–10

2. Son of Heman; head of Levitical course … 1 Chr. 25:4, 25

3. Priest who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:20

4. Nehemiah’s brother; brings news concerning the Jews … Neh. 1:2

Becomes a governor of Jerusalem … Neh. 7:2

5. Levite musician … Neh. 12:35, 36

Hananiah—Yahweh has been gracious

1. Benjamite chief … 1 Chr. 8:24, 25

2. Son of Heman; head of Levitical division … 1 Chr. 25:4, 23

3. One of King Uzziah’s captains … 2 Chr. 26:11

4. Father of Zedekiah … Jer. 36:12

5. False prophet who contradicts Jeremiah … Jer. 28:1–17

6. Ancestor of Irijah … Jer. 37:13–15

7. Hebrew name of Shadrach … Dan. 1:6, 7, 11

8. Son of Zerubbabel … 1 Chr. 3:19–21

Perhaps the same as

Joannas … Luke 3:27

9. Son of Bebai; divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:28

10. Postexilic workman … Neh. 3:8, 30

11. Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:41

12. Postexilic chief; signs document … Neh. 10:23

13. Postexilic ruler … Neh. 7:2

14. Priest of Joiakim’s time … Neh. 12:12

Hand, Hands

Mysterious … Dan. 5:1–6

Healing withered … Mark 3:1–3

Offending, to be cut off … Matt. 18:8

Clapping—in joy … 2 Kin. 11:12

Washing—in innocency … Matt. 27:24

Joining—in agreement … 2 Kin. 10:15

Shaking—in pledge … Prov. 17:16–18

Striking—in anger … Num. 24:10

Under thigh—in oaths … Gen. 47:29, 31

Right hand, expressive of:

Honor … Ps. 45:9

Power … Ps. 110:1

Love … Song 2:6

Oath … Is. 62:8

Opposition … Zech. 3:1

Self-denial … Matt. 5:30

Fellowship … Gal. 2:9

Handbreadth—a linear measurement

Border of … Ex. 37:12

Figurative of human life … Ps. 39:5

Handful

Of fine flour … Lev. 2:2–5:12

Of grain offering … Num. 5:26

Of barley … Ezek. 13:19

Handkerchief

Touch of, brings healing … Acts 19:12

Placed on the dead … John 20:7

Handle—to manage with the hands

Hold … 2 Chr. 25:5

Touch … Luke 24:39

Feel … Ps. 115:7

Handmaid—female servant

Examples of:

Hagar … Gen. 16:1

Zilpah … Gen. 29:24

Bilhah … Gen. 30:4

Hand of God

Expressive of:

Judgment … Ex. 9:3

Chastening … Job 19:21

Security … John 10:29

Miracles … Ex. 3:20

Providence … Ps. 31:15

Provision … Ps. 145:16

Protection … Ps. 139:10

Punishment … Ps. 75:8

Pleading … Is. 65:2

Hands, laying on of

A. In the Old Testament:

Blessing a person … Gen. 48:14, 20

Transferring one’s guilt … Lev. 4:14, 15

Setting apart for service … Num. 8:10, 11

Inaugurating a successor … Num. 27:18–23

B. In the New Testament:

Blessing … Matt. 19:13–15

Healing … Matt. 9:18

Ordaining deacons … Acts 6:6

Sending out missionaries … Acts 13:2, 3

Ordaining officers … 1 Tim. 4:14

In bestowing the Holy Spirit … Acts 8:17, 18

Handwriting

Of a king, changeable … Dan. 6:8–27

Of God, unchangeable … Dan. 5:5–31

Hanes—mercury

Probably an Egyptian city … Is. 30:4

Hanging—a form of punishment

Absalom … 2 Sam. 18:9–17

Ahithophel … 2 Sam. 17:23

Judas … Matt. 27:5

Chief baker … Gen. 40:19, 22

King of Ai … Josh. 8:29

Five Canaanite kings … Josh. 10:26, 27

Ishbosheth’s murderers … 2 Sam. 4:12

Bodies of Saul and Jonathan … 2 Sam. 21:5–12

Law of … Ezra 6:11

Haman … Esth. 7:10

Haman’s sons … Esth. 9:14

Curse of … Gal. 3:13

Saul’s descendants … 2 Sam. 21:8, 9

Jesus Christ … John 19:17, 18, 31

Haniel—God has been gracious

Descendant of Asher … 1 Chr. 7:30, 39

Hannah—graciousness

Favored wife of Elkanah … 1 Sam. 1:5

Childless … 1 Sam. 1:5, 6

Provoked by Peninnah … 1 Sam. 1:2, 6, 7

Prayerful … 1 Sam. 1:10

Wrongly accused by Eli … 1 Sam. 1:14

Bears child, Samuel … 1 Sam. 1:19, 20

Attentive to her child … 1 Sam. 1:22

Fulfills her vows … 1 Sam. 1:11–28

Magnifies God … 1 Sam. 2:1–10

Recognizes the Messiah (“His anointed”) … 1 Sam. 2:10

Has other children … 1 Sam. 2:21

Model of Mary’s song … Luke 1:46–54

Hannathon—regarded with favor

Town of Zebulun … Josh. 19:14

Hanniel—God has been gracious

Manassite prince … Num. 34:23

Hanoch—dedicated

1. Descendant of Abraham … Gen. 25:4; 1 Chr. 1:33

2. Son of Reuben … Gen. 46:9

3. Head of tribal family … Num. 26:5

Hanun—favored

1. King of Ammon … 2 Sam. 10:1

Disgraces David’s ambassadors … 2 Sam. 10:2–5

Is defeated by David … 2 Sam. 10:6–14

2, 3. Postexilic workmen … Neh. 3:13, 30

Haphraim—double pit

Town of Issachar … Josh. 19:19

Happiness of the saints

A. Is derived from:

Fear of God … Ps. 128:1, 2

Trust in God … Prov. 16:20

Obedience to God … John 13:15, 17

Wisdom’s ways … Prov. 3:13–18

B. Examples of:

Israel … Deut. 33:29

Mary … Luke 1:46–55

Paul … Acts 26:2

C. In spite of:

Discipline … Job 5:17

Suffering … 1 Pet. 4:12–14

Persecution … Matt. 5:10–12

Lack … Phil. 4:6, 7

Trouble … 2 Cor. 4:7–18

D. Described as:

Blessed … Matt. 5:3–12

Filled … Ps. 36:8

In God alone … Ps. 73:25, 26

See Gladness; Joy

Happiness of the wicked

A. Described as:

Short … Job 20:5

Uncertain … Luke 12:20

Vain … Eccl. 2:1, 2

Limited to this life … Luke 16:24, 25

Under God’s judgment … Job 15:20, 21; Ps. 73:12, 18–20

B. Derived from:

Prominence … Job 21:7; Ps. 37:35

Prosperity … Ps. 17:14; Ps. 37:7

Sensuality … Is. 22:13

C. Saints:

Sometimes stumble at … Ps. 73:2, 3

Should not envy … Ps. 37:1, 7

Will see end … Ps. 73:17–20

Happizzez

Chief of a priestly group … 1 Chr. 24:15

Hara—hill

Place in Assyria where captive Israelites settled … 1 Chr. 5:26

Haradah—fear

Israelite encampment … Num. 33:24

Haran—mountainous

1. Abram’s younger brother and Lot’s father … Gen. 11:26–31

2. Gershonite Levite … 1 Chr. 23:9

3. Son of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:46

4. City of Mesopotamia … Gen. 11:31

Abraham lives in … Acts 7:2, 4

Abram leaves … Gen. 12:4, 5

Jacob flees to … Gen. 27:43

Jacob dwells at … Gen. 29:4–35

Center of idolatry … Gen. 35:2; 2 Kin. 19:12

Hararite—mountaineer

Applied to David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:11, 33; 1 Chr. 11:34, 35

Harass, harassed

Used of:

Temptations … Num. 25:18

King … Acts 12:1

Enemies … Judg. 10:8

Harbona—bald man

Eunuch under Ahasuerus … Esth. 1:10

Same as Harbonah … Esth. 7:9

Harbor—a sheltered bay

Unacceptable … Acts 27:12

Hard labor

A. Spiritual:

Subduing flesh … 1 Cor. 9:24–27

Striving against sin … Heb. 12:4

Reaching goal … Phil. 3:11–14

B. Physical:

Jacob … Gen. 31:40–42

Israelites … Ex. 1:11–14

Gibeonites … Josh. 9:3–27

Samson … Judg. 16:20, 21

Hardness of heart

A. Causes of:

God … Rom. 9:18

Human … Job 9:4

Unbelief … John 12:40

Sin … Heb. 3:13

B. Examples of:

Pharaoh … Ex. 4:21

Zedekiah … 2 Chr. 36:11–13

Israel … Ezek. 3:7

Nebuchadnezzar … Dan. 5:20

Jews … Mark 3:5

Believers … Mark 6:52

The eleven … Mark 16:14

C. Warnings against:

Recognized by Egyptians … 1 Sam. 6:6

Unheeded by Israel … Jer. 5:3

Lamented by the prophets … Is. 63:17

Addressed to Christians … Heb. 3:8–15; Heb. 4:7

Harem—group of females associated with one man

Esther a member of King Ahasuerus’s … Esth. 2:8–14

Hareph—plucking

Son of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:50, 51

Harhaiah—Yahweh is protecting

Father of Uzziel … Neh. 3:8

Harhas—splendor

Grandfather of Shallum … 2 Kin. 22:14

Harhur—fever

Ancestor of returning temple servants … Ezra 2:43, 51

Harim—consecrated to God

1. Descendant of Aaron … 1 Chr. 24:1, 6, 8

2. Postexilic leader … Ezra 2:32, 39

3. Father of Malchijah … Neh. 3:11

4. Signer of the covenant … Neh. 10:1, 5

5. Signer of the covenant … Neh. 10:1, 27

6. Family house of priests … Neh. 12:12, 15

7. Descendants of, divorced foreign wives … Ezra 10:19, 21

Hariph—autumn rain

Family of returnees … Neh. 7:24

Signers of covenant … Neh. 10:19

Same as Jorah … Ezra 2:18

Harlot—a prostitute

A. Characteristics of:

Shameless … Jer. 3:3

Painted … Ezek. 23:30, 40

Enticing … Prov. 9:14–18

Roaming streets … Prov. 7:12

Expensive … Prov. 29:3

B. Evils of:

Profanes God’s name … Amos 2:7

Harlot—continued

Connected with idolatry … Ex. 34:15, 16

Brings spiritual error … Hos. 4:10–19

Cause of divorce … Jer. 3:8, 14

C. Prohibitions concerning:

Forbidden in Israel … Lev. 19:29

Priests not to marry … Lev. 21:1, 7, 14

To be shamed … Prov. 5:3–20

Punishment … Lev. 21:9

D. Examples of:

Tamar … Gen. 38:13–20

Rahab … Josh. 2:1–21

Jephthah’s mother … Judg. 11:1

Samson’s … Judg. 16:1

Hosea’s wife … Hos. 1:2





The great … Rev. 17:1–18

E. Figurative of:

Tyre … Is. 23:15, 17

Israel … Is. 1:21

Spiritual adultery … Is. 57:7–9; Rev. 17:1–18

See Adultery

Harmony—agreement, cooperation

Husband and wife … 1 Cor. 7:3–6; Eph. 5:22, 23; Col. 3:18, 19

Christians … John 13:34, 35; Rom. 15:5–7

Christians and unbelievers … Rom. 12:16–18; Heb. 12:14

Harnepher

Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:36

Harness—to equip

Horses … Jer. 46:4

Harod—fountain of trembling

Well near Gideon’s camp … Judg. 7:1

Harodite

Inhabitant of Harod … 2 Sam. 23:25

Same as Harorite … 1 Chr. 11:27

Haroeh—the seer

Judahite … 1 Chr. 2:50, 52

Called Reaiah … 1 Chr. 4:2

Harosheth Hagoyim—carving of the nations

Residence of Sisera … Judg. 4:2, 13, 16

Harp—a stringed musical instrument

Used by:

The wicked … Is. 5:11, 12

David … 1 Sam. 16:16, 23

Prophets … 1 Sam. 10:5

Temple orchestra … 1 Chr. 16:5

Temple worshipers … Ps. 33:2

Celebrators … 2 Chr. 20:27, 28

Jewish captives … Ps. 137:2

Worshipers in heaven … Rev. 5:8

Harpoon—a barbed spear for hunting large fish

Used against Leviathan … Job 41:7

Harsha—enchanter

Head of temple servants … Ezra 2:43, 52; Neh. 7:46, 54

Harum—exalted

Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:8

Harumaph—flat-nosed

Father of Jedaiah … Neh. 3:10

Haruphite

Designation of Shephatiah … 1 Chr. 12:5

Member of Hariph’s family … Neh. 7:24

Haruz—active

Father-in-law of King Manasseh … 2 Kin. 21:19

Harvest—the time when the crops are ripe

A. Occasion of:

Great joy … Is. 9:3

Bringing the first-fruits … Lev. 23:10

Remembering the poor … Lev. 19:9, 10

B. Figuratively of:

Seasons of grace … Jer. 8:20

Judgment … Jer. 51:33

God’s wrath … Rev. 14:15

Gospel opportunities … Matt. 9:37, 38

World’s end … Matt. 13:30, 39

Measure of fruitfulness … 2 Cor. 9:6

C. Promises concerning:

To continue … Gen. 8:22

Rain … Jer. 5:24

Patience … James 5:7

D. Failure caused by:

Drought … Amos 4:7

Locusts … Joel 1:4

Sin … Is. 17:4–12

Hasadiah—Yahweh has been gracious

Son of Zerubbabel … 1 Chr. 3:20

Hashabiah—Yahweh has imputed

1. Merarite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:44, 45

Perhaps the same as in … 1 Chr. 9:14

2. Levite musician … 1 Chr. 25:3, 19

3. Kohathite Levite … 1 Chr. 26:30

4. Levite ruler … 1 Chr. 27:17

5. Chief Levite during Josiah’s reign … 2 Chr. 35:9

6. Postexilic Levite … Ezra 8:19, 24

Probably the same in … Neh. 10:11

7. Postexilic ruler … Neh. 3:17

8. Descendant of Asaph … Neh. 11:22

9. Priest in the time of Joiakim … Neh. 12:21

Hashabnah—covenant sealer

Signed covenant … Neh. 10:25

Hashabniah—Yahweh has regarded me

1. Father of Hattush … Neh. 3:10

2. Postexilic Levite … Neh. 9:5

Probably the same as Hashabiah 6

Hashbadana—thoughtful judge

Assistant to Ezra … Neh. 8:4

Hashem—shining

Father of David’s warriors … 1 Chr. 11:34

Also called Jashen … 2 Sam. 23:32

Hashmonah—fertility

Israelite encampment … Num. 33:29

Hashub, Hasshub—thoughtful

1. Postexilic workman … Neh. 3:11

2. Signer of the covenant … Neh. 10:23

3. Levite chief … Neh. 11:15

Hashubah—esteemed

Son of Zerubbabel … 1 Chr. 3:19, 20

Hashum—opulent

Founder of postexilic family … Ezra 2:19

Assists Ezra and signs document … Neh. 8:4; Neh. 10:18

Hasrah—want

Grandfather of Shallum … 2 Chr. 34:22

Called Harhas … 2 Kin. 22:14

Hassenaah—thorny

Father of postexilic workmen … Neh. 3:3

Same as Senaah … Ezra 2:35; Neh. 7:38

Hassenuah—thorny

Benjamite family … 1 Chr. 9:7

Called Senuah … Neh. 11:7–9

Haste—to do something quickly

Prompted by good … 2 Chr. 35:21; Luke 19:5, 6

Prompted by evil … Prov. 14:29; Prov. 28:20

Hasupha—naked

Head of temple servants … Ezra 2:43; Neh. 7:46

Hate—to dislike something with strong feeling

A. Meanings of:

React as God does … Rev. 2:6

Twist moral judgments … Prov. 8:36

Esteem of less value … John 12:25

Make a vital distinction … Luke 14:26

Despise … Is. 1:14

B. Causes of:

Parental favoritism … Gen. 37:4, 5

Rape … 2 Sam. 13:14, 15, 22

Failure to please … 1 Kin. 22:8

God’s purpose … Ps. 105:25

Six things God hates … Prov. 6:16–19

Belonging to Christ … Matt. 24:9, 10

Evil nature … John 3:20

C. Objects of:

God’s people … Gen. 26:27

God … Ex. 20:5

Christ … John 15:25

Light … John 3:20

Evil men … Ps. 26:5

Wickedness … Ps. 45:7

D. Toward Christians, sign of their:

Discipleship … Matt. 24:9

Election … John 15:19

Regeneration … 1 John 3:13–15

Hathach—chamberlain

Esther’s attendant … Esth. 4:5–10

Hathath—terror

Son of Othniel … 1 Chr. 4:13

Hatipha—captive

Head of temple servants … Ezra 2:43, 54

Hatita—dug up

Father of porters … Ezra 2:42; Neh. 7:45

Hattil—vacillating

Ancestor of Solomon’s servants … Ezra 2:55, 57; Neh. 7:57–59

Hattush—assembled

1. Descendant of David … Ezra 8:2

2. Man of Judah … 1 Chr. 3:22

Probably the same as 1

3. Priest returning with Zerubbabel … Neh. 12:1, 2

4. Postexilic workman … Neh. 3:10

5. Priest who signs covenant … Neh. 10:1, 4

Haughtiness—an arrogant spirit

Precedes a fall … Prov. 16:18

To be brought low … Is. 2:11, 17

Guilt of Jerusalem for … Ezek. 16:50; Zeph. 3:11

Hauran—hollow land

District southeast of Mt. Hermon … Ezek. 47:16

Haven—a sheltered area

Zebulun’s assets … Gen. 49:13

Desired … Ps. 107:30

Near Lasea … Acts 27:8

Havilah—circle

1. Son of Cush … Gen. 10:7

2. Son of Joktan … Gen. 10:29

3. District of Arabia … Gen. 2:11 

Limit of Ishmaelite territory … Gen. 25:18

Saul defeated Amalekites … 1 Sam. 15:7

Havoth Jair—tent villages of Jair

Villages of Jordan in Gilead … Num. 32:40, 41

Formerly called Bashan … Deut. 3:13, 14

Taken by Jair … Num. 32:41

Hawk—a plundering bird

Ceremonially unclean … Lev. 11:16

Migratory … Job 39:26

Hay—food for cattle

Build with … 1 Cor. 3:12

Rendered “leeks” … Num. 11:5

Hazael—God has seen

Anointed by Elijah … 1 Kin. 19:15

Kills Ben-Hadad … 2 Kin. 8:14, 15

Becomes king of Syria … 2 Kin. 8:15

Defeats Joram of Israel … 2 Kin. 8:25–29

Defeats Jehu … 2 Kin. 10:31, 32

Oppresses Israel … 2 Kin. 13:3–7, 22

His son defeated … 2 Kin. 13:24, 25

Hazaiah—Yahweh has seen

Man of Judah … Neh. 11:5

Hazar Addar—village of Addar

Place in Canaan … Num. 34:4

Hazar Enan—village of springs

Village of north Palestine … Num. 34:9, 10

Hazar Gaddah—village of good fortune

Town on the border of Judah … Josh. 15:21, 27

Hazar Hatticon—the middle village

Town on the border of Hauran … Ezek. 47:16

Hazarmaveth—village of death

Descendants of Joktan … Gen. 10:26

Hazar Shual—fox village

Town in south Judah … Josh. 15:21, 28

Assigned to Simeon … Josh. 19:1, 3

Reoccupied after the Exile … Neh. 11:27

Hazar Susah—village of a mare

Simeonite village … Josh. 19:5

Hazazon Tamar, Hazezon Tamar—pruning of the palm

Dwelling of Amorites … Gen. 14:7

Also called called En Gedi … 2 Chr. 20:2

Hazeleponi—give shade, you who turn toward me

Female descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:3

Hazeroth—courts

Israelite camp … Num. 33:17

Scene of sedition of Miriam and Aaron … Num. 12:1–16

Haziel—God sees

Gershonite Levite … 1 Chr. 23:9

Hazo—seer

Son of Nahor … Gen. 22:22, 23

Hazor—enclosure

1. Royal Canaanite city destroyed by Joshua … Josh. 11:1–13

Rebuilt and assigned to Naphtali … Josh. 19:32, 36

Army of, defeated by Deborah and Barak … Judg. 4:1–24

Fortified by Solomon … 1 Kin. 9:15

Captured by Tiglath-Pileser … 2 Kin. 15:29

2. Town in south Judah … Josh. 15:21, 25

3. Town of south Judah … Josh. 15:21, 23

4. Town of Benjamin … Neh. 11:31, 33

5. Region in the Arabian desert … Jer. 49:28–33

He

Fifth letter of Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:33–40

Head

A. Attitudes expressed by:

Covered, in grief … 2 Sam. 15:30

Covered, in subjection … 1 Cor. 11:5

Hand upon, in sorrow … 2 Sam. 13:19

Dust upon, in dismay … Josh. 7:6

Uncovered, in leprosy … Lev. 13:45

Wagging, in derision … Matt. 27:39

Anointed, in dedication … Matt. 6:17

Not to be shaved, in consecration … Judg. 13:5

Bowed, in worship … 2 Chr. 29:30

See Hands, laying on of

B. Figurative of:

God … 1 Cor. 11:3

Christ … Eph. 1:22

Husband … 1 Cor. 11:3, 7

Protection … Ps. 140:7

Judgment … Is. 15:2

Confidence … Luke 21:28

Pride … Ps. 83:2

Exaltation … Ps. 27:6

Joy and prosperity … Ps. 23:5

Headdresses

Part of feminine attire … Is. 3:20

Head of the church—position of preeminence in the church

Christ … Eph. 1:22; Eph. 5:23; Col. 1:18

Prophesied … Dan. 7:13, 14

Headship—office of authority, responsibility

A. Of Christ:

Over all things … Eph. 4:15

Over people … 1 Cor. 11:3

Over the church … Eph. 5:23; Col. 1:18

The chief cornerstone … Acts 4:11; 1 Pet. 2:7, 8

B. Of the Father:

Over Christ … 1 Cor. 11:3

Gives authority … John 5:26, 27; 1 Cor. 15:25–28

C. Of man:

Of human race … Rom. 5:12, 18, 21

Over woman … 1 Cor. 11:3; Eph. 5:23

Heads of grain

Seen in Pharaoh’s dream … Gen. 41:5–7

Heads of grain—continued

Regulations concerning … Lev. 2:14

Ruth gleans … Ruth 2:2

Christ’s disciples pluck … Matt. 12:1

Healing—restoration of health

A. Resulting from:

Intercession … Num. 12:10–15

Repentance … 1 Kin. 13:1–6

Prayer … James 5:14, 15

Faith … Matt. 9:20–22; John 4:46–53

God’s Word … Ps. 107:20

Laying on of hands … Acts. 28:8

B. Power of:

Belongs to God … Gen. 20:17, 18

Possessed by Jesus … Matt. 4:24; Matt. 8:16

Given to apostles … Matt. 10:1–8

Given as a gift … 1 Cor. 12:9

Eternal in heaven … Rev. 22:2

See Diseases; Sickness

Healing, spiritual

A. Source of:

Only in God … Jer. 17:14

Through Christ … Is. 53:5

Through the gospel … Ezek. 47:8–11

B. Provided for:

Heartbroken … Ps. 147:3

Repentant … 2 Chr. 7:14

Egyptians … Is. 19:22–25

Faithful … Mal. 4:2

Oppression … Acts 10:38

C. Necessary because of human:

Sin … Ps. 41:4

Backsliding … Jer. 3:22

Spiritual sickness … Is. 6:10

Health—the body freed from disease

A. Factors conducive to:

Exercise … 1 Tim. 4:8

Food … Acts 27:34

Temperance … Jer. 35:5–8

Obedience … Prov. 4:20–22

Cheerfulness … Prov. 17:22

God’s will … John 9:1–3

B. Factors destructive of:

Moral looseness … Prov. 7:22–27

Wickedness … Ps. 55:23

Disease … 1 Sam. 5:6–12

Injury … Luke 10:30

Debauchery … Titus 1:12

Heap of stones—a monument of stones

Symbolic of:

Shameful acts … Josh. 7:20–26

Covenant … Gen. 31:46–52

Hearers—those who hear

A. Element necessary in:

Action … James 1:22–25

Attentiveness … Neh. 8:1–3

Belief … Rom. 10:14

Conviction … Acts 2:37

Discrimination … Luke 8:18

B. Reactions of:

Responsiveness … 2 Sam. 7:17–29

Repentance … 2 Sam. 12:12, 13

Rebellion … Ezek. 33:30–33

Retreat … John 6:60–66

Resistance … Acts 7:51–54

Rejoicing … Acts 13:48

Rejection … Acts 28:23–29

Research … Acts 17:11

Heart

A. Seat of:

Adultery … Matt. 5:28

Belief … Rom. 10:10

Concern … Jer. 31:20

Condemnation … 1 John 3:20

Desire … Rom. 10:1

Doubt … Mark 11:23

Evil … Ps. 28:3

Fear … Is. 35:4

Hatred … Lev. 19:17

Joy … Eccl. 5:20

Love … Mark 12:30, 33

Lust … Rom. 1:24

Meditation … Ps. 19:14

Obedience … Rom. 6:17

Pride … Prov. 16:5

Purity … Matt. 5:8

Purpose … 2 Cor. 9:7

Reason … Mark 2:8

Rebellion … Jer. 5:23

Rejoicing … Acts 2:26

Sorrow … John 14:1

Suffering … Ps. 22:14

Thought … Matt. 9:4

Wisdom … Prov. 14:33

B. Of the wicked, described as:

Blind … Eph. 4:18

Darkened … Rom. 1:21

Covetous … 2 Pet. 2:14

Full of evil … Gen. 6:5

Unrepentant … Rom. 2:5

Lustful … Prov. 6:25

Proud … Jer. 49:16

Rebellious … Jer. 5:23

Uncircumcised … Acts 7:51

C. God:

Knows … Ps. 44:21

Searches … 1 Chr. 28:9

Enlightens … 2 Cor. 4:6

Opens … Acts 16:14

Recreates … Ezek. 11:19

Tests … Jer. 12:3

Strengthens … Ps. 27:14

Establishes … 1 Thess. 3:13

D. Regenerate’s, described as:

Circumcised … Rom. 2:29

Contrite … Ps. 51:17

Enlarged … Ps. 119:32

Enlightened … 2 Cor. 4:6

Joyful in God … 1 Sam. 2:1

Meditative … Ps. 4:4

Perfect … Ps. 101:2

Pure … Ps. 73:1; Matt. 5:8

Prayerful … 1 Sam. 1:12, 13

Glad and sincere … Acts 2:46

Steadfast … Ps. 57:7

Tender … 2 Kin. 22:19

Treasury of good … Matt. 12:35

Wise … Prov. 10:8

E. Regenerate’s, responses of:

Believe with … Rom. 10:10

Keep with diligence … Prov. 4:23

Love God with all … Matt. 22:37

Sanctify God in … 1 Pet. 3:15

Serve God with all … Deut. 26:16

Walk before God with all … 1 Kin. 2:4

Trust the Lord with all … Prov. 3:5

Regard not iniquity in … Ps. 66:18

Do God’s will from … Eph. 6:6

Hearth—a place for fire

Bed of live coals … Is. 30:14; Ps. 102:3

Heartlessness—without moral feeling; cruelty

A. Among unbelievers:

Pharaoh, toward Israel’s baby boys … Ex. 1:15–22

Philistines, toward Samson … Judg. 16:21

Saul, toward David … 1 Sam. 18:25

Nabal, toward David … 1 Sam. 25:4–12

Haman, toward Jews … Esth. 8–10

Herod, toward male babies … Matt. 2–16

Levite, toward a certain man … Luke 10:30–32

Multitude, toward Jesus … Luke 23:13–25

B. Among professing believers:

Laban, toward Jacob … Gen. 31:7, 36–42

Jacob’s sons, toward Joseph … Gen. 37:18–35

David, toward Uriah … 2 Sam. 11:9–27

Heat, hot

Figurative of:

God’s wrath … Deut. 9:19

Human anger … Deut. 19:6

Determination … Gen. 31:36

Zeal … Ps. 39:3

Persecution … Matt. 13:6, 21

Heavy toil … Matt. 20:12

Real faith … Rev. 3:15

Heathen (see Gentiles)

Heave offering

A. Consisted of:

Firstfruits … Num. 15:18–21

Tenth of all tithes … Num. 18:21–28

B. Part of:

All gifts … Num. 18:29

Spoils … Num. 31:26–47

Offerings … Ex. 29:27; Lev. 7:14, 32

C. Requirements concerning:

To be the best … Num. 18:29

Brought to God’s house … Deut. 12:5, 6

Given to priests … Ex. 29:27, 28

Sanctified the whole offering … Num. 18:27–32

Eaten in a clean place … Lev. 10:12–15

Heaven—the place of everlasting bliss

A. Inhabitants of:

God … 1 Kin. 8:30

Christ … Heb. 9:12, 24

Holy Spirit … Ps. 139:7, 8

Angels … Matt. 18:10

The just … Heb. 12:22, 23

B. Things lacking in:

Marriage … Matt. 22:30

Death … Luke 20:36

Flesh and blood … 1 Cor. 15:50

Perishable … 1 Cor. 15:42, 50

Sorrow … Rev. 7:17

Pain … Rev. 21:4

Curse … Rev. 22:3

Night … Rev. 22:5

Weeping … Is. 65:19

Wicked people … Rev. 22:15

End … Matt. 25:46; Rev. 22:5

C. Positive characteristics of:

Joy … Luke 15:7, 10

Rest … Rev. 14:13

Peace … Luke 16:19–25

Righteousness … 2 Pet. 3:13

Service … Rev. 7:15

Reward … Matt. 5:11, 12

Inheritance … 1 Pet. 1:4

Glory … Rom. 8:17, 18

Authority of God’s word … Ps. 119:89

D. Entrance into, for:

Righteous … Matt. 5:20

Changed … 1 Cor. 15:51

Saved … John 3:5, 18, 21

Called … 2 Pet. 1:10, 11

Overcomers … Rev. 2:7, 10, 11

Those recorded … Luke 10:20

Obedient … Rev. 22:14

Holy … Rev. 19:8

E. Believer’s present attitude toward:

Given foretaste of … Acts 7:55, 56

Earnestly desires … 2 Cor. 5:2, 8

Looks for … 2 Pet. 3:12

Considers “far better” than now … Phil. 1:23

Puts treasure there … Luke 12:33

F. Described as:

House … John 14:2

Kingdom … Matt. 25:34

Abraham’s bosom … Luke 16:22, 23

Paradise … 2 Cor. 12:2, 4

Better country … Heb. 11:10, 16

Holy city … Rev. 21:2, 10–27; Rev. 22:1–5

Heavens, natural

A. Facts regarding:

Created by God … Gen. 1:1 

Stretched out … Is. 42:5; Jer. 10:12

Will be destroyed … Heb. 1:10–12; 2 Pet. 3:10

New heavens to follow … Is. 65:17; 2 Pet. 3:13

B. Purposes of:

To declare God’s glory … Ps. 19:1

To declare God’s righteousness … Ps. 50:6

To manifest God’s wisdom … Prov. 8:27

Heaviness—a spirit of grief or anxiety

Unrelieved by mirth … Prov. 14:13

God’s children experience … Phil. 2:26

Needed exchange … James 4:9

Experienced by Christ … Ps. 69:20, 21

Remedy for … Prov. 12:25

Heavy—oppressive

A. Used literally of:

Eli’s weight … 1 Sam. 4:18

Absalom’s hair … 2 Sam. 14:26

Stone … Prov. 27:3

B. Used figuratively of:

Fatigue … Matt. 26:43

Burdens … 2 Chr. 10:11, 14

Sins … Is. 24:20

God’s judgments … 1 Sam. 5:6, 11

Heber, Eber—associate

1. Son of Beriah … Gen. 46:17

Descendants called Heberites … Num. 26:45

2. Husband of Jael, the slayer of Sisera … Judg. 4:11–24

3. Descendant of Ezra … 1 Chr. 4:17, 18

4. Gadite chief … 1 Chr. 5:11, 13

5. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:17

Hebrew—one from the other side

Applied to:

Abram … Gen. 14:13

Israelites … 1 Sam. 4:6, 9

Jews … Acts 6:1

Paul, a sincere … Phil. 3:5

Hebrew language

Spoken by Rabshakeh … 2 Kin. 18:26, 28

Alphabet of, in divisions … Ps. 119

Language of Christ’s time … John 19:13, 20; Acts 21:40

See Aramaic

Hebrews, the Epistle to the—a book of the New Testament

Christ greater than the angels … Heb. 1:3, 4

Christ of the order of Melchizedek … Heb. 4:14–5:10

The new covenant … Heb. 8:1–10:18

The life of faith … Heb. 10:19–13:17

Hebron—alliance

1. Ancient town in Judah … Num. 13:22

Originally called Kirjath Arba … Gen. 23:2

Called Mamre … Gen. 23:19

Abram dwells here … Gen. 13:18

Abraham buys cave here … Gen. 23:2–20

Isaac and Jacob sojourn here … Gen. 35:27

Visited by spies … Num. 13:21, 22

Defeated by Joshua … Josh. 10:1–37

Caleb expels Anakim from … Josh. 14:12–15

Assigned to Levites … Josh. 21:10–13

City of refuge … Josh. 20:5–7

David’s original capital … 2 Sam. 2:1–3, 11

Birthplace of David’s sons … 2 Sam. 3:2

Abner’s death here … 2 Sam. 4:1

Absalom’s rebellion here … 2 Sam. 15:7–10

Fortified by Rehoboam … 2 Chr. 11:10

2. Son of Kohath … Ex. 6:18

Descendants called Hebronites … Num. 3:19, 27

3. Descendant of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:42, 43

Hebronites (see Hebron 3)

Hedge—a fence or barrier

Illustrative of:

God’s protection … Job 1:10

Afflictions … Job 19:8

Laziness … Prov. 15:19

Removal of protection … Ps. 80:12

Heedfulness—giving proper attention to something important

A. Objects of:

God’s commandments … Josh. 22:5

Our ways … Ps. 39:1

False teachers … Matt. 16:6

God’s Word … 2 Pet. 1:19

B. Admonitions to Christians, concerning:

Deception … Matt. 24:4

Outward display … Matt. 6:1

Worldliness … Luke 21:34

Duty … Acts 20:28–31

Foundation … 1 Cor. 3:10

Liberty … 1 Cor. 8:9

Security … 1 Cor. 10:12

Effectiveness … Gal. 5:15

Ministry … Col. 4:17

Fables … 1 Tim. 1:4

Unbelief … Heb. 3:12

See Caution

Heel—the back part of the human foot

A. Used literally of:

Esau’s … Gen. 25:26

B. Used figuratively of;

Seed of the woman … Gen. 3:15

Enemy of Dan … Gen. 49:17

The wicked … Job 18:5, 9

Friend of David … Ps. 41:9

Hegai—the sprinkler

Eunuch under King Ahasuerus … Esth. 2:3, 8, 15

Heifer—a young cow

A. Ceremonial uses of:

In a covenant … Gen. 15:9

In purification … Num. 19:1–22

B. Red heifer, ceremony concerning:

Without spot … Num. 19:2

Never yoked … Num. 19:2

Slaughtered and burned outside the camp … Num. 19:3–8

Ashes kept … Num. 19:9, 10

Ashes, with water, used to purify … Num. 19:11–22

Significance of … Heb. 9:13, 14

C. Figurative of:

Improper advantage … Judg. 14:18

Contentment … Jer. 50:11

Heirs, natural

A. Persons and property involved:

Firstborn … Deut. 21:15–17

Sons of concubines … Gen. 21:10

Daughters … Num. 27:1–11

Widows … Ruth 3:12, 13

Order of succession … Num. 27:8–11

B. Exceptions:

Father could make concubines’ sons heirs … Gen. 49:1, 12–27

Daughters receive marriage portion … Gen. 29:24, 29

Heirs, natural—continued

Daughters sometimes share with sons … Job 42:15

Daughters receive, if no sons … Num. 27:8

C. Examples of heirship changes by divine election:

Ishmael to Isaac … Gen. 21:10, 11

Esau to Jacob … Gen. 27:35–37; Rom. 9:13

Reuben to Joseph … Gen. 49:22–26

Adonijah to Solomon … 1 Kin. 1:11–14

See Birthright; Inheritance, earthly

Heirs, spiritual

A. Of Christ:

Recognized … Matt. 21:38

Appointed … Heb. 1:2

B. Of Christians, means of:

By promise … Gal. 3:29

Through Christ … Gal. 4:7

Through faith … Rom. 4:13, 14

By grace … Gal. 4:21–31

C. Of Christians, receiving:

Grace … 1 Pet. 3:7

Promise … Heb. 11:9

Kingdom … James 2:5

Salvation … Heb. 1:14

Righteousness … Heb. 11:7

Eternal life … Titus 3:7

See Inheritance, spiritual

Helah—ornament

One of Ashhur’s wives … 1 Chr. 4:5, 7

Helam—fortress

Place between Damascus and Hamath where David defeated Syrians … 2 Sam. 10:16–19

Helbah—fertility

City of Asher … Judg. 1:31

Helbon—fertile

City north of Damascus … Ezek. 27:18

Heldai—worldly

1. One of David’s captains … 1 Chr. 27:15

Probably same as Heled and Heleb … 2 Sam. 23:29; 1 Chr. 11:30

2. Exile from Babylon bearing gifts … Zech. 6:10, 11

Called Helem … Zech. 6:14

Helek—portion

Son of Gilead … Num. 26:30

Founder of a family … Josh. 17:2

Helem—strength

1. Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:34, 35

2. Same as Heldai … Zech. 6:10, 11

Called Hotham … 1 Chr. 7:32

Heleph—strong

Frontier town of Naphtali … Josh. 19:32, 33

Helez—strong

1. One of David’s captains … 2 Sam. 23:26

2. Judahite … 1 Chr. 2:39

Heli—climbing

Father of Joseph, husband of Mary … Luke 3:23

Helkai—portion

Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:15

Helkath—portion, field

Frontier town of Asher … Josh. 19:24, 25

Assigned to Levites … Josh. 21:31

Same as Hukok … 1 Chr. 6:75

Hell—the place of eternal torment

A. Described as:

Everlasting fire … Matt. 25:41

Everlasting punishment … Matt. 25:46

Outer darkness … Matt. 8:12

Everlasting destruction … 2 Thess. 1:9

Lake of fire … Rev. 19:20

B. Prepared for:

Devil and his angels … Matt. 25:41

Wicked … Rev. 21:8

Disobedient … Rom. 2:8, 9

Fallen angels … 2 Pet. 2:4

Beast and the False Prophet … Rev. 19:20

Worshipers of the Beast … Rev. 14:11

Rejectors of the gospel … Matt. 10:15

C. Punishment of, described as:

Bodily … Matt. 5:29, 30

In the soul … Matt. 10:28

With degrees … Matt. 23:14

Hellenists

Greek-speaking Jews … Acts 6:1

Hostile to Paul … Acts 9:29

Gospel preached to … Acts 11:20

Helmet—armor for the head

Used figuratively of salvation:

Prepared … Is. 59:17

Provided … Eph. 6:17

Promised … 1 Thess. 5:8

Helon—strong

Father of Eliab … Num. 1:9

Helper—one who assists another

A. Used of:

God … Heb. 13:6

Christ … Heb. 4:15, 16

Holy Spirit … Rom. 8:26

Angels … Dan. 10:13

Woman … Gen. 2:18, 20 

Christians … Acts 16:9

B. The Holy Spirit as:

Abides with believers … John 14:16

Teaches … John 14:26

Testifies of Christ … John 15:26

Convicts … John 16:7–11

Guides into truth … John 16:13

Glorifies Christ … John 16:14, 15

Helps—the acts of bearing another’s burden

A gift to the church … 1 Cor. 12:28

Christians admonished to … 1 Thess. 5:14

Elders admonished to … Acts 20:28, 35

Hemam—raging

Son of Lotan … Gen. 36:22

Same as Homam … 1 Chr. 1:39

Heman—faithful

1. Famous wise man … 1 Kin. 4:31

Judahite … 1 Chr. 2:6

Composer of a psalm … Ps. 88 (Title)

2. Musician under David; grandson of Samuel … 1 Chr. 6:33

Appointed as chief singer … 1 Chr. 15:16, 17

Man of spiritual insight … 1 Chr. 25:5

Hemdan—pleasant

Descendant of Seir … Gen. 36:26

Same as Hamran … 1 Chr. 1:41

Hemorrhage—a flow of blood

Healing of woman who suffered for 12 years from … Matt. 9:20–22; Mark 5:25–29; Luke 8:43, 44

Hen—favor

Son of Zephaniah … Zech. 6:14

Hen—domestic fowl

God’s nurturing care compared to … Matt. 23:37

Hena—lowland

City captured by the Assyrians … 2 Kin. 18:34

Henadad—favor of Hadad

Postexilic Levite … Ezra 3:9

Sons of, help Nehemiah … Neh. 3:18, 24

Henna—a fragrant shrub

Illustrative of beauty … Song 1:14

Hepher—pit, well

1. Town west of the Jordan … Josh. 12:17

Name applied to a district … 1 Kin. 4:10

2. Founder of Hepherites … Num. 26:30, 32

3. Son of Ashhur … 1 Chr. 4:5, 6

4. One of David’s guards … 1 Chr. 11:26, 36

Hephzibah—my delight is in her

Mother of King Manasseh … 2 Kin. 21:1

Herald

Of Nebuchadnezzar … Dan. 3:3–6

Of Pharaoh … Gen. 41:42, 43

Zion … Is. 40:9

Herbs—grass or leafy vegetables

Bitter, used at Passover … Ex. 12:8

Poisonous, not fit … 2 Kin. 4:39, 40

Herdsman—one who tends cattle

Conflict among … Gen. 13:7, 8

Heredity—transmission of physical and mental traits

A. Factors involved:

Likeness of nature … Gen. 5:3

Common transgression … Rom. 5:12

Sinful nature … John 3:6, 7

Family and national traits … Titus 1:12

God’s purpose of plan … Gen. 9:22–27

B. Consistent with:

Individual responsibility … Jer. 31:29, 30

God’s sovereign plan … Rom. 9:6–16

Need of a new nature … Matt. 3:9; John 3:1–12

Family differences … 1 John 3:11, 12

Child different from his parents … 1 Sam. 8:1–5

Heres—sun

1. Mountain in Dan … Judg. 1:35, 36

Probably connected with Beth Shemesh or Ir Shemesh … Josh. 19:40, 41; 1 Kin. 4:9

2. Egyptian city; probably is the “City of Destruction” referred to … Is. 19:18

Heresh—silent

Levite … 1 Chr. 9:15

Heresy—a teaching contrary to the truth

A. Characteristics of:

Damnable … 2 Pet. 2:1

Contagious … 2 Pet. 2:2

Subversive … Gal. 1:7

B. Attitude toward:

Recognize purpose … 1 John 2:18, 19

Withdraw … 1 Tim. 6:4, 5, 11

Do not receive … 2 John 9–11

Hereth

Forest in Judah … 1 Sam. 22:5

Heritage, earthly

A. Of believers:

Children … Ps. 127:3

Long life … Ps. 91:16

B. Of Israel:

Promised Land … Ex. 6:8

Forsaken of God … Jer. 12:7–9

Discontinue … Jer. 17:4

Return to … Jer. 12:15

Heritage, spiritual

A. Described as:

Laid up … Ps. 31:19; Col. 1:5

Reserved … 1 Pet. 1:4

Prepared … 1 Cor. 2:9

B. Consists of:

Protection … Is. 54:17

Provision … Is. 58:14

Unseen things … Matt. 25:34

Kingdom … 1 Cor. 2:9–12

All things … Rom. 8:32

Hermas

Christian at Rome … Rom. 16:14

Hermes

1. Paul acclaimed as … Acts 14:12

2. Christian at Rome … Rom. 16:14

Hermogenes—sprung from Hermes

Turns from Paul … 2 Tim. 1:15

Hermon—sacred mountain

Highest mountain (9,166 ft.) in Syria; also called Sirion, Senir … Deut. 3:8, 9

Northern limit of conquest … Josh. 11:3, 17

Joined with Tabor, Zion, and Lebanon in Hebrew poetry … Ps. 89:12

Hero—a person acclaimed for unusual deeds

Caleb, a rejected … Num. 13:30–33

Phinehas, a rewarded … Num. 25:7–13

Deborah, a militant … Judg. 4:4–16

Jonathan, a rescued … 1 Sam. 14:6–17, 38–45

David, a popular … 1 Sam. 18:5–8

Esther, a hesitant … Esth. 4:10–17

Herod—family name of Idumean rulers of Palestine

1. Herod the Great, procurator of Judea (37–4 B.C.) … Matt. 2:1; Luke 1:5

Inquires of Jesus’ birth … Matt. 2:3–8

Slays Bethlehem infants … Matt. 2:12–18

2. Archelaus (4 B.C.–A.D. 6) succeeds Herod the Great … Matt. 2:22

3. Herod Antipas, the tetrarch, ruler of Galilee and Perea (4 B.C.–A.D. 39) … Luke 3:1

Imprisons John the Baptist … Luke 3:18–21

Has John the Baptist beheaded … Matt. 14:1–12

Disturbed about Jesus … Luke 9:7–9

Jesus refers to him as fox … Luke 13:31, 32

Jesus sent to him … Luke 23:7–11

Becomes Pilate’s friend … Luke 23:12

Opposes Jesus … Acts 4:27

4. Philip, tetrarch of Iturea and Trachonitis (4 B.C.–A.D. 34) … Luke 3:1; Acts 13:1

5. Herod Philip, disinherited son of Herod the Great … Matt. 14:3

6. Herod Agrippa I (A.D. 37–44) … Acts 12:1, 19

Kills James … Acts 12:1, 2

Imprisons Peter … Acts 12:3–11, 19

Slain by an angel … Acts 12:20–23

7. Herod Agrippa II (A.D. 53–70) Called Agrippa and King Agrippa … Acts 25:22, 23; Acts 25:24, 26

Festus tells him about Paul … Acts 25:13–27

Paul makes a defense before … Acts 26:1–23

Rejects the gospel … Acts 26:24–30

Recognizes Paul’s innocency … Acts 26:31, 32

8. Aristobulus; identified by some as son of Herod the Great … Rom. 16:10

Herodians—an influential Jewish party

Join Pharisees against Jesus … Mark 3:6

Seek to trap Jesus … Matt. 22:15–22

Jesus warns against … Mark 8:15

Herodias—feminine form of Herod

Granddaughter of Herod the Great;plots John’s death … Matt. 14:3–12; Mark 6:21–28

Married her uncle … Mark 6:17, 18

Herodion

Christian at Rome … Rom. 16:11

Heron

Unclean bird … Lev. 11:19; Deut. 14:18

Heshbon—intelligence

Ancient Moabite city; taken by Sihon, king of the Amorites … Num. 21:25–34

Taken by Moses … Num. 21:23–26

Assigned to Reubenites … Num. 32:1–37

Built by Reuben … Num. 32:37

Levitical city … Josh. 21:39

Later held by Moabites … Is. 15:1–4

Judgment of, announced … Is. 16:8–14

Fall of, predicted … Jer. 48:2, 34, 35

Heshmon—fatness

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:21, 27

Hesitation—delay prompted by indecision

Causes of:

Uncertain about God’s will … 1 Sam. 23:1–13

Fear of man … John 9:18–23

Selfish unconcern … 2 Cor. 8:10–14

Unbelief … John 20:24–28

Heth

Eighth letter in Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:57–64

Heth—terror

Son of Canaan … Gen. 10:15

Ancestor of the Hittites … Gen. 23:10

Abraham buys field from sons of … Gen. 23:3–20

Esau marries daughters of … Gen. 27:46

See Hittites

Hethlon—hiding place

Place indicating Israel’s ideal northern boundary … Ezek. 47:15

Hezekiah—Yahweh strengthens

1. King of Judah … 2 Chr. 29:1–3

Reforms temple services … 2 Chr. 29:3–36

Celebrates Passover … 2 Chr. 30:1–27

Restores pure worship … 2 Chr. 31:1–19

Military exploits of … 2 Kin. 18:7–12

Hezekiah—continued

Collected Solomon’s proverbs … Prov. 25:1

Defeated by Sennacherib … 2 Kin. 18:13

Sends messengers to Isaiah … 2 Kin. 19:1–5

Rabshakeh’s further taunts … 2 Kin. 19:8–13

Prays earnestly … 2 Kin. 19:14–19

Encouraged by Isaiah … 2 Kin. 19:20–37

Healed; his life prolonged 15 years … 2 Kin. 20:1–11

His thanks … Is. 38:9–22

Rebuked for his pride … 2 Kin. 20:12–19

Death of … 2 Kin. 20:20, 21

Ancestor of Christ … Matt. 1:9

2. Ancestor of returning exiles … Ezra 2:1, 16

3. Ancestor of Zephaniah … Zeph. 1:1

4. Postexilic workman who returned with Zerubbabel … Ezra 2:16

5. Son of Neariah … 1 Chr. 3:23

6. Ancestor of returning exiles … Neh. 10:17

Hezion—vision

Grandfather of Ben-Hadad … 1 Kin. 15:18

Hezir—swine

1. Descendant of Aaron … 1 Chr. 24:1, 15

2. One who signs document … Neh. 10:1, 20

Hezro—having a fixed habitation

One of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:37

Hezron—enclosure

1. Place in south Judah … Josh. 15:1, 3

2. Son of Reuben … Gen. 46:9

Founder of the Hezronites … Num. 26:6

3. Son of Perez … Gen. 46:12

Head of tribal family … Num. 26:21

Ancestor of David … Ruth 4:18–22

Ancestor of Christ … Matt. 1:3

Hiddai—joyful

One of David’s warriors … 2 Sam. 23:30

Same as Hurai … 1 Chr. 11:32

Hiddekel—rapid

Hebrew name of the river Tigris … Gen. 2:14 ; Dan. 10:4

Hide—to conceal

A. Used literally of:

Man in Eden … Gen. 3:10

Baby Moses … Ex. 2:2, 3

Spies … Josh. 6:17, 25

B. Used figuratively of:

God’s face … Deut. 31:17, 18

Protection … Is. 49:2

Darkness … Ps. 139:12

Believer’s life … Col. 3:3

Hiel—God lives

Native of Bethel; rebuilds Jericho … 1 Kin. 16:34

Fulfills Joshua’s curse … Josh. 6:26

Hierapolis—sacred city

City of Asia Minor; center of Christian activity … Col. 4:13

High—exalted, lofty

Descriptive of:

Rich … Ps. 49:2

Eminent people … 1 Chr. 17:17

God’s mercy … Ps. 103:11

High places—places of idolatrous worship

A. Evils of:

Contrary to one sanctuary … Deut. 12:1–14

Source of idolatry … 2 Kin. 12:3

Place of child sacrifices … Jer. 7:31

Cause of God’s wrath … 1 Kin. 14:22, 23; Ps. 78:58

Denounced by the prophets … Ezek. 6:1–6; Hos. 4:11–14

Cause of exile … Lev. 26:29–34

B. Built by:

Solomon … 1 Kin. 11:7–11

Jeroboam … 1 Kin. 12:26–31

Jehoram … 2 Chr. 21:9, 11

Ahaz … 2 Chr. 28:24, 25

Manasseh … 2 Kin. 21:1, 3

People of Judah … 1 Kin. 14:22, 23

People of Israel … 2 Kin. 17:9

Sepharvites … 2 Kin. 17:32

C. Destroyed by:

Asa … 2 Chr. 14:3, 5

Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 17:6

Hezekiah … 2 Kin. 18:4, 22

Josiah … 2 Kin. 23:5, 8, 13

High priest

A. Duties of:

Offer gifts and sacrifices … Heb. 5:1

Make atonement … Lev. 16:1–34

Inquire of God … 1 Sam. 23:9–12

Consecrate Levites … Num. 8:11–21

Anoint kings … 1 Kin. 1:34

Bless the people … Num. 6:22–27

Preside over courts … Matt. 26:3, 57–62

B. Typical of Christ’s priesthood:

Called of God … Heb. 5:4, 5

Making atonement … Lev. 16:32, 33

Subject to temptation … Heb. 2:18

Exercise of compassion … Heb. 4:15, 16

Holiness of position … Lev. 21:14, 15

Marrying a virgin … 2 Cor. 11:2

Alone entering Most Holy Place … Heb. 9:7, 12, 24

Ministry of intercession … Num. 16:43–48; Heb. 7:25

Blessing people … Acts 3:26

Highway—a thoroughfare, road

A. Characteristics of:

Roads for public use … Num. 20:19

Straight and broad … Is. 40:3

Robbers use … Luke 10:30–33

Animals infest … Is. 35:8, 9

Beggars sit by … Matt. 20:30

Byways sometimes better … Judg. 5:6

B. Figurative of:

Holy way … Prov. 16:17

Israel’s restoration … Is. 11:16

Gospel’s call … Is. 40:3

Way of salvation … Is. 35:8–10

Two destinies … Matt. 7:13, 14

Christ … John 14:6

Hilen—strong place

Town of Judah … 1 Chr. 6:57, 58

Also called Holon … Josh. 15:51

Hilkiah—Yahweh is my portion

1. Levite, son of Amzi … 1 Chr. 6:45, 46

2. Levite, son of Hosah … 1 Chr. 26:11

3. Father of Eliakim … Is. 22:20

4. Priest, father of Jeremiah … Jer. 1:1

5. Father of Gemariah … Jer. 29:3

6. Shallum’s son … 1 Chr. 6:13

High priest in Josiah’s reign … 2 Chr. 34:9–22

Oversees temple work … 2 Kin. 22:4–7

Finds the Book of the Law … 2 Kin. 22:8–14

Aids in reformation … 2 Kin. 23:4

7. Chief of postexilic priest … Neh. 12:1, 7

Later descendants of … Neh. 12:12, 21

8. One of Ezra’s assistants … Neh. 8:4

Hill, hill country—an elevation of the earth’s surface

Rendered “Gibeah” … 1 Sam. 11:4

Sinners plead for their covering … Luke 23:30

Hillel—he has praised

Father of Abdon the judge … Judg. 12:13, 15

Hindrances—things which obstruct one’s way

A. Physical:

Heavy armor … 1 Sam. 17:38, 39

Ship’s cargo … Acts 27:18–38

B. Spiritual:

Satanic temptations … Matt. 4:8–10

Riches … Matt. 19:24

Unbelief … Matt. 11:21–24

Ceremonialism … Matt. 15:1–9

Love of world … 2 Tim. 4:10

Sin … Heb. 12:1

C. Removal of, by:

Faith … Matt. 17:20, 21

God’s armor … Eph. 6:11–18

Walking in the Spirit … Gal. 5:16, 17

Self-control … 1 Cor. 9:25–27

Love … 1 Cor. 13:4–8

Hinge—a pivot of a door

Of gold … 1 Kin. 7:50

Hinnom, Valley of (Ben-Hinnom)

A. Location of:

Near Jerusalem … Jer. 19:2

Boundary line … Josh. 15:8

Tophet … Jer. 19:6, 11–14

B. Uses of:

For idol worship … 1 Kin. 11:7

For sacrificing children … 2 Chr. 28:3

Defiled by Josiah … 2 Kin. 23:10–14

Jeremiah addresses people here … Jer. 19:1–5

Will become “Valley of Slaughter” … Jer. 7:31, 32

Make holy … Jer. 31:40

Hirah—nobility

Adullamite, a friend of Judah … Gen. 38:1, 12

Hiram, Huram—highborn

1. King of Tyre … 2 Sam. 5:11

Provides men and material for David’s palace … 1 Chr. 14:1

David’s friend … 1 Kin. 5:1

Provides men and material for Solomon’s temple … 1 Kin. 5:1–12

Refuses gifts of cities from Solomon … 1 Kin. 9:10–13

Helps Solomon with money and seamen … 1 Kin. 9:14, 26–28; 1 Kin. 10:11

2. Craftsman; a son of a Tyrian and a widow of Naphtali … 1 Kin. 7:13, 14

Sent by King Solomon to work on temple … 1 Kin. 7:14–40, 45

Writes to Solomon … 2 Chr. 2:11

Hire—wages

A. Used literally of payments to:

Prostitute … Deut. 23:18

Priests … Judg. 18:4

Mercenary soldiers … 2 Sam. 10:6

Mercenary prophets … Deut. 23:4

B. Used figuratively of:

Spiritual adultery … Ezek. 16:33

Sexual relations … Gen. 30:16

See Wages, hire

Hireling—a common laborer

Anxious for the day to close … Job 7:1, 2

Figurative of human life … Job 14:6

Guilty of neglect … John 10:12, 13

History, biblical

A. Characteristics of:

Dated with human events … Hag. 1:1, 15; Luke 3:1

Inspired … 2 Tim. 3:16

Free of fables … 2 Pet. 1:16

B. Valuable for:

Outline of ancient history … Acts 7:1–53

Spiritual lessons … 1 Cor. 10:1–11

Prophecy and fulfillment … Acts 4:24–28

Hittites—an ancient nation

A. Facts concerning:

Descendants of Canaan … Gen. 10:15

One of seven Canaanite nations … Deut. 7:1

Original inhabitants of Palestine … Ezek. 16:3, 45

Ruled by kings … 1 Kin. 10:29

Great nation … 2 Kin. 7:6

Their land promised to Israel … Gen. 15:18, 20

Destruction of, commanded … Deut. 7:1, 2, 24

Destruction of, incomplete … Judg. 3:5

B. Intermarriage with:

By Esau … Gen. 36:2

By Israelites after the conquest … Judg. 3:5, 6

By Solomon … 1 Kin. 11:1

By Israelites after the Exile … Ezra 9:1, 2

C. Notable persons of:

Ephron … Gen. 49:30

Ahimelech … 1 Sam. 26:6

Uriah … 2 Sam. 11:6, 21

Hivites

Descendants of Canaan … Gen. 10:15, 17

One of seven Canaanite nations … Deut. 7:1

Esau intermarries with … Gen. 36:2

Gibeonites belong to … Josh. 9:3, 7

Land of, promised to Israel … Ex. 3:8; Ex. 23:23

Destruction of:

Commanded … Deut. 7:1, 2, 24

Incomplete … Judg. 3:3

Hizki—my strength

Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:17

Hobah—hiding place

Town north of Damascus … Gen. 14:15

Hod—majesty

Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:30, 37

Hodaviah—praise Yahweh

1. Son of Elioenai … 1 Chr. 3:24

2. Chief of Manasseh … 1 Chr. 5:23, 24

3. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 9:7

4. Levite, founder of a family … Ezra 2:40

Called Judah … Ezra 3:9

Hodesh—new moon

Wife of Shaharaim … 1 Chr. 8:8, 9

Hodiah, Hodijah—splendor of Yahweh

1. Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:1, 19

2. Levite interpreter … Neh. 8:7

Leads in prayer … Neh. 9:5

Probably the same as one of the signers of the covenant … Neh. 10:10, 13

3. Signer of the covenant … Neh. 10:18

Hoglah—partridge

Daughter of Zelophehad … Num. 26:33

Hoham—Yahweh protests

Amorite king defeated by Joshua … Josh. 10:3–27

Hold fast

Good thing … 1 Thess. 5:21

Faithful word … Titus 1:9

Our confidence … Heb. 3:6

Our confession … Heb. 4:14

What we have … Rev. 2:25; Rev. 3:11

Holiness of Christ

A. Announced in:

Psalms … Ps. 16:10

Prophets … Is. 11:4, 5

B. Proclaimed by:

Gabriel … Luke 1:35

Demons … Mark 1:24

Centurion … Luke 23:47

Peter … Acts 4:27, 30

Paul … 2 Cor. 5:21

John … 1 John 2:1, 29

C. Manifested negatively in freedom from:

Sin … 1 John 3:5

Guilt … John 8:46

Defilement … Heb. 7:26, 27

D. Manifested as “the Holy One” applied by:

Demons … Mark 1:24

Peter … Acts 2:27

Paul … Acts 13:35

John … 1 John 2:20

Christ Himself … Rev. 3:7

Holiness of Christians

A. In their calling:

Elected to … Rom. 8:29

Called to … 1 Thess. 4:7

Created in … Eph. 4:24

Possessed by … 1 Cor. 3:16, 17

B. In their lives:

Bodies … Rom. 6:13, 19

Manner of life … 1 Pet. 1:15

Fruitfulness … John 15:8

C. Reasons for:

God’s holiness … 1 Pet. 1:15, 16

God’s mercies … Rom. 12:1, 2

Christ’s love … 2 Cor. 5:14, 15

World’s end … 2 Pet. 3:11

Inheritance in kingdom … Eph. 5:5

D. God’s means of:

Word … John 17:17

Chastisement … Heb. 12:10

Grace … Titus 2:3, 11, 12

See Godliness; Sanctification

Holiness to the Lord

Breastplate insignia … Ex. 28:36

Israel … Jer. 2:3

On bells of horses … Zech. 14:20

Holon—strong place

1. City of Judah … Josh. 15:51

2. City of Moab … Jer. 48:21

Holy day—any of the Jewish religious holidays

Sabbath … Ex. 35:2

“Festival” … Col. 2:16

Rendered “Feast” … Luke 2:41

Holy Land (see Canaan, Land of)

Holy Spirit

A. Titles applied to:

Spirit of:

God … Gen. 1:2 

The Lord God … Is. 61:1

Your Father … Matt. 10:20

Grace … Zech. 12:10

Truth … John 14:17

Holiness … Rom. 1:4

Life … Rom. 8:2

Christ … Rom. 8:9

Adoption … Rom. 8:15

His Son … Gal. 4:6

Glory … 1 Pet. 4:14

Prophecy … Rev. 19:10

My Spirit … Gen. 6:3

Holy Spirit … Ps. 51:11

The Helper … John 14:16, 26

Eternal Spirit … Heb. 9:14

B. Deity of:

Called God … Acts 5:3, 4

Joined with the Father and Son … Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14

Eternal … Heb. 9:14

Omnipotent … Luke 1:35

Omniscient … 1 Cor. 2:10, 11

Omnipresent … Ps. 139:7–13

Creator … Gen. 1:2 

Sovereign … 1 Cor. 12:6, 11

New creation … John 3:3, 8

Sin against, eternal … Matt. 12:31, 32

C. Personality of:

Speaks … Acts 28:25

Teaches … John 14:26

Strives with sinners … Gen. 6:3

Comforts … Acts 9:31

Helps our weaknesses … Rom. 8:26

Is grieved … Eph. 4:30

Is resisted … Acts 7:51

D. Work in the world:

Creates … Job 33:4

Renews … Is. 32:15

Convicts … John 16:8–11

E. Work of, in Christ’s ministry:

Christ conceived by … Luke 1:35

Cast out demons by … Matt. 12:28

Anointed by … Matt. 3:16

Supported by … Luke 4:1, 17, 18

Filled by … Luke 4:1

Offered to God by … Heb. 9:14

Raised by … Rom. 1:4

Justified by … 1 Tim. 3:16

Glorified by … John 16:14

Witnesses to Christ:

In heaven … 1 John 5:7

On earth … 1 John 5:8

F. Work of, in the Scriptures:

Speaks in:

Prophets … Acts 28:25

Psalms … Acts 1:16, 17

All Scripture … 2 Tim. 3:16

His sword … Eph. 6:17

G. Ministry of, among believers:

Regenerates … John 3:3, 5

Indwells … Rom. 8:11

Anoints … 1 John 2:20, 27

Baptizes … Acts 2:17–41

Guides … John 16:13

Empowers … Mic. 3:8

Sanctifies … Rom. 15:16; 2 Thess. 2:13

Bears witness … Rom. 8:16; Heb. 10:15

Helps … John 14:16–26

Gives joy … Rom. 14:17

Gives discernment … 1 Cor. 2:10–16; 1 John 4:1–6

Bears fruit … Gal. 5:22, 23

Gives gifts … 1 Cor. 12:3–11

Invites … Rev. 22:17

H. Ministry of, in the church:

Fills … Acts 2:4

Baptizes … 1 Cor. 12:13

Appoints officers … Acts 20:17, 28

Sends out missionaries … Acts 13:2, 4

Directs missionaries … Acts 8:29

Comforts the church … Acts 9:31

Sanctifies the church … Rom. 15:16

I. Reception of:

Promised … Joel 2:28–32

Awaits Christ’s glorification … John 7:38, 39

Realized at Pentecost … Acts 2:1–21

Realized by Gentiles … Acts 10:45

Contingent … Acts 2:38; Acts 5:32

J. Filling of:

Bezalel … Ex. 31:2

Samson … Judg. 14:19

Saul … 1 Sam. 10:10

David … 1 Sam. 16:13

Jesus … Luke 4:1

John the Baptist … Luke 1:15, 60

Elizabeth … Luke 1:41

Zacharias … Luke 1:67

Pentecost Christians … Acts 2:1–4

Peter … Acts 4:8

Prayer meeting … Acts 4:31

Seven men … Acts 6:3–5

Stephen … Acts 7:55

Barnabas … Acts 11:22, 24

Paul … Acts 13:9

Certain disciples … Acts 13:52

K. As teacher:

Illuminates the mind … 1 Cor. 2:12, 13; Eph. 1:16, 17

Reveals things of God … Is. 40:13, 14; 1 Cor. 2:10, 13

Home—center of family life

Things associated with:

Eating … 1 Cor. 11:34

Homemaking … Titus 2:5

Religious training … 1 Tim. 5:4

Entertainment … Luke 15:6

Domestic

Counsel … 1 Cor. 14:35

Discord … 2 Sam. 14:13–24; Ruth 4:3

Land … Ruth 4:3

Friends … Mark 5:19

Present life … 2 Cor. 5:6

See House

Homeless

Christ’s condition … Luke 9:58

True of apostles also … 1 Cor. 4:11

Homer—a heap

Measure; equal to about 11 bushels … Ezek. 45:11, 14

Homesickness

Jacob … Gen. 30:25

Edomite Hadad … 1 Kin. 11:21, 22

Exiles … Ps. 137:1–6

Prodigal son … Luke 15:11–19

Epaphroditus … Phil. 2:25, 26

Homestead—the family dwelling

Redeemable … Lev. 25:25–30

Homicide

Provisions provided:

Distinction between guilty and innocent … Ex. 21:12–14; Num. 35:16–23

Determination of guilt … Num. 35:24, 30

Detention in cities of refuge … Num. 35:11, 15, 25–29

Defilement of land by slack justice … Num. 35:31–34

See Murder

Homosexuality

Forbidden … Lev. 18:22

Considered an abomination … 1 Kin. 14:24

Punishment … Lev. 20:13

Unclean … Rom. 1:24, 26, 27

Honest, honesty—uprightness

A. Necessity of:

Means of testimony … 1 Pet. 2:12

Obligatory upon Christians … 2 Cor. 13:7

Signs of a righteous person … Ps. 1:1–3; Luke 8:15

B. Blessings of:

Brings advancement … Is. 33:15–17

Makes acceptable with God … Ps. 15:1, 2

C. Examples of:

Samuel … 1 Sam. 12:1–5

David … 1 Sam. 25:7, 15

Workmen … 2 Kin. 12:15

Zacchaeus … Luke 19:8

Paul … 2 Cor. 8:20, 21

Honey—a sweet substance

A. Characteristics of:

Product of bees … Judg. 14:8, 9

Not acceptable in offerings … Lev. 2:11

Offered as part of firstfruits … 2 Chr. 31:5

B. Figurative of:

God’s Word … Ps. 19:10

God’s blessings … Ex. 3:8, 17

Wisdom … Prov. 24:13, 14

Prostitute’s enticements … Prov. 5:3

Immanuel’s diet … Is. 7:14, 15

Honor—to esteem or regard highly

A. Those worthy of:

God … 1 Tim. 1:17

Christ … John 5:23

Parents … Eph. 6:2

Aged … 1 Tim. 5:1, 3

Church officers … Phil. 2:25, 29

B. Obtainable by:

Wisdom … Prov. 3:16

Graciousness … Prov. 11:16

Discipline … Prov. 13:18

Humility … Prov. 15:33

Peaceableness … Prov. 20:3

Righteousness and mercy … Prov. 21:21

Honoring God … 1 Sam. 2:30

Serving Christ … John 12:26

C. Those advanced to:

Joseph … Gen. 41:41–43

Phinehas … Num. 25:7–13

Joshua … Num. 27:18–20

Solomon … 1 Kin. 3:13

Hezekiah … 2 Chr. 32:33

Abishai … 1 Chr. 11:20, 21

Daniel … Dan. 2:48

Mordecai … Esth. 8:15

Apostles … Matt. 19:27–29

Hoof—the covering of horn protecting the extremities of certain animals

Test of clean animals … Lev. 11:3–8

All must leave with Israel … Ex. 10:26

Like flint … Is. 5:28

Cause noise … Jer. 47:3

Hook

Used:

For curtains … Ex. 26:32, 37

In fishing … Job 41:1, 2

For pruning … Is. 2:4

Expressive of God’s sovereignty … 2 Kin. 19:28

Hoopoe—a bird of the plover family

Unclean bird … Lev. 11:19

Hope—the expectation of future good

A. Kinds of:

Continual … Ps. 71:14

Natural expectation … Acts 27:20

Sinful expectation … Acts 24:26

Impossible … Rom. 4:18

Spiritual assurance … 2 Cor. 1:7

One … Eph. 4:4

B. Described as:

Living … 1 Pet. 1:3

Blessed … Titus 2:13

Good … 2 Thess. 2:16

Better … Heb. 7:19

Sure and steadfast … Heb. 6:19

One of the great virtues … 1 Cor. 13:13

C. Productive of:

Purity … 1 John 3:3

Patience … Rom. 8:25

Courage … Rom. 5:4, 5

Joy … Rom. 12:12

Salvation … Rom. 8:23

Assurance … Heb. 6:18, 19

Stability … Col. 1:23

D. Grounds of:

God’s Word … Ps. 119:42–81; Rom. 15:4

God’s promises … Acts 26:6, 7; Titus 1:2

Christ … Col. 1:27

E. Objects of:

God … Ps. 39:7

Christ … 1 Cor. 15:19

Salvation … Rom. 5:1–5

Resurrection … Acts 23:6

Eternal life … Titus 1:2

Glory … Rom. 5:2

Christ’s return … Rom. 8:22–25

Hopelessness—without hope

Condition of the wicked … Eph. 2:12

Their unchangeable condition … Luke 16:23–31

Hophni—fighter

Son of Eli; brother of Phinehas … 1 Sam. 1:3

Called “reprobates” … 1 Sam. 2:12

Guilty of unlawful practices … 1 Sam. 2:13–17

Immoral … 1 Sam. 2:22

Eli’s warning rejected by … 1 Sam. 2:23–25

Cursed by a man of God … 1 Sam. 2:27–36

Warned by Samuel … 1 Sam. 3:11–18

Ark taken to battle by … 1 Sam. 4:1–8

Slain in battle … 1 Sam. 4:11

News of, causes Eli’s death … 1 Sam. 4:12–18

Hor—mountain

1. Mountain of Edom … Num. 20:23

Scene of Aaron’s death … Num. 20:22–29; Num. 33:37–39

2. Prominent peak of the Lebanon range … Num. 34:7, 8

Horam—elevated

King of Gezer … Josh. 10:33

Horeb—desert

God appears to Moses … Ex. 3:1–22

Water flows from … Ex. 17:6

Law given here … Mal. 4:4

Site of Israel’s great sin … Deut. 9:8, 9; Ps. 106:19

Covenant made … Deut. 29:1

Elijah lodged here 40 days … 1 Kin. 19:8, 9

See Sinai

Horem—consecrated

City of Naphtali … Josh. 19:32, 38

Hor Hagidgad—cavern of Gidgad

Israelite encampment … Num. 33:32

See Gudgodah

Hori—cave dweller

1. Son of Lotan … Gen. 36:22; 1 Chr. 1:39

2. Horites … Gen. 36:21–30

3. Father of Shaphat the spy … Num. 13:5

Horites—cave dwellers

Inhabitants of Mt. Seir … Gen. 36:20

Defeated by Chedorlaomer … Gen. 14:5, 6

Ruled by chieftains … Gen. 36:29, 30

Driven out by Esau’s descendants … Gen. 36:20–29; Deut. 2:12, 22

Hormah—devoted to destruction

Originally called Zephath … Judg. 1:17

Scene of Israel’s defeat … Num. 14:45

Destroyed by Israel … Num. 21:1–3

Assigned to Judah … Josh. 15:30

Transferred to Simeon … Josh. 19:4

David sends spoils to … 1 Sam. 30:26, 30

Horn—bonelike protrusion from an animal’s head

A. Descriptive of:

Ram’s … Gen. 22:13

Ox’s … Ex. 21:29

Wild ox … Ps. 92:10

Goat’s … Dan. 8:5

Altar’s … 1 Kin. 1:50

B. Uses of:

For trumpets … Josh. 6:4, 13

For vessels … 1 Sam. 16:1–13

C. Figurative of:

Christ’s power … Rev. 5:6

Power of the wicked … Ps. 22:21

Power of earthly kingdoms … Dan. 7:7, 8, 24

Power of the Antichrist … Rev. 13:1

Arrogance … 1 Kin. 22:11

Conquests … Deut. 33:17

Exaltation … 1 Sam. 2:1, 10

Destruction … Jer. 48:25

Salvation … Luke 1:69

D. As musical instrument:

Used on occasions … 1 Chr. 15:28

A part of worship … 2 Chr. 15:14

Used in Babylon … Dan. 3:7, 10

Hornets—a large, strong wasp

God’s agents … Ex. 23:28; Deut. 7:20

Kings driven out by … Josh. 24:12

Horns of the altar—the protruding points at the four corners of an altar

Description … Ex. 27:2

Provides sanctuary … 1 Kin. 1:50

Horonaim—two caverns

Moabite city … Is. 15:5

Horonite

Native of Horonaim … Neh. 2:10, 19

Horoscope—fortune-telling by astrology

Forbidden … Jer. 10:2

Unprofitable … Deut. 17:2–5

Punishment … Is. 47:13, 14

Horse

A. Used for:

Travel … Deut. 17:16

War … Ex. 14:9

Bearing burdens … Neh. 7:68

Showing honor … Esth. 6:11

Sending messages … Esth. 8:10

Idolatry … 2 Kin. 23:11

Horse—continued

B. Figurative of:

Human trust … Hos. 14:3

Obstinacy … Ps. 20:7; Ps. 32:9; James 3:3

Impetuosity in sin … Jer. 8:6

C. Spiritual:

Of fire … 2 Kin. 2:11

Angelic host … 2 Kin. 6:17

Visions of … Zech. 1:7, 8; Rev. 6:1–8; Rev. 19:11

Horse Gate—a gate of Jerusalem

Restored by Nehemiah … Neh. 3:28

Horse traders

Tyre famous for … Ezek. 27:2, 14

Hosah—seeking refuge

1. Village of Asher … Josh. 19:29

2. Temple porter … 1 Chr. 16:38

Hosanna—save, now, we beseech you

Triumphal acclaim … Matt. 21:9, 15; Mark 11:9

Hosea—salvation

Son of Beeri, prophet to the northern kingdom … Hos. 1:1

Unfaithful wife pictures backsliding Israel … Hos. 1:2–11

Children’s names prophetic … Hos. 1:6; Hos. 1:9

Reproved idolatry … Hos. 1; 2

Threatens God’s judgment; calls to repentance … Hos. 3–6

Foretells impending judgment … Hos. 7–10

Calls an ungrateful people to repentance; promises God’s blessings … Hos. 11–14

Hosea, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Hoshaiah—Yahweh has saved

1. Father of Jezaniah and Azariah … Jer. 42:1; Jer. 43:2

2. Participant in a dedication … Neh. 12:31, 32

Hoshama—Yahweh has heard

Son of King Jeconiah … 1 Chr. 3:17, 18

Hoshea—save

1. Original name of Joshua, the son of Nun … Deut. 32:44; Num. 13:8, 16

See Joshua, Jeshua

2. Ephraimite chieftain … 1 Chr. 27:20

3. One who signs covenant … Neh. 10:1, 23

4. Israel’s last king; usurps throne … 2 Kin. 15:30

5. Reigns wickedly; Israel taken to Assyria during reign … 2 Kin. 17:1–23

Hospitality—reception and entertainment of strangers

A. Kinds of:

Treacherous … Judg. 4:17–21

Rewarded … Josh. 6:17–25

Unwise … 2 Kin. 20:12–19

Critical … Luke 7:36–50

Unwelcomed … Luke 9:51–53

Joyful … Luke 19:5, 6

Turbulent … Acts 17:5–9

Forbidden … 3 John 1, 9, 10

B. Act of:

Commanded … Rom. 12:13

Required of church leaders … 1 Tim. 3:2

Discipleship … Matt. 25:35

C. Courtesies of:

Protection provided … Gen. 19:6–8

Food … Luke 11:5–8

Washing of feet … Luke 7:44

Kissing … Luke 7:45

Denied with indignities … Judg. 19:15–28; Luke 10:10–16

D. Examples of:

Abraham to angels … Gen. 18:1–8

Lot to angels … Gen. 19:1–11

Laban to Abraham’s servant … Gen. 24:31–33

Joseph to his brothers … Gen. 43:31–34

Pharaoh to Jacob … Gen. 45:16–20

Rahab to the spies … Josh. 2:1–16

David to Mephibosheth … 2 Sam. 9:6–13

Martha to Jesus … Luke 10:38–42

Lydia to Paul and Silas … Acts 16:14, 15

Barbarians to Paul … Acts 28:2, 7

Host—one who entertains

Gaius hospitable … Rom. 16:23

Hostage—a person held as security

Captive for pledge … 2 Kin. 14:14; 2 Chr. 25:24

Host of heaven

A. Used of stars as objects of worship:

Objects of idolatry … Deut. 4:19

Practiced in Israel … 2 Kin. 17:16

Introduced by Manasseh … 2 Kin. 21:5

Abolished by Josiah … 2 Kin. 23:4–12

Worship of, on roofs … Jer. 19:13

B. Used of stars as created things:

Created by God … Is. 45:12

Cannot be numbered … Jer. 33:22

Named by God … Is. 40:26

To be dissolved … Is. 34:4

C. Used of angels:

Created by God … Neh. 9:6

Around the throne … 1 Kin. 22:19

Hosts, Lord of—a title of God

Commander of:

Israel’s armies … 1 Sam. 17:45; Is. 31:4

Armies (angels) of heaven … Gen. 28:12, 13; Ps. 89:6–8; Hos. 12:4, 5

Same as Sabaoth … Rom. 9:29

Hotham—determination

1. Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:30, 32

2. Father of two of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:26, 44

Hothir—abundance

Son of Heman; a musician … 1 Chr. 25:4, 28

Hour—a division of time

A. Used literally of:

One-twelfth of daylight … Matt. 20:1–12

One-twelfth of night … Luke 12:39

B. Jewish reckoning (from 6 P.M. and from 6 A.M.):

Third (9 A.M.) … Matt. 20:3

Sixth and ninth (12 noon; 3 P.M.) … Matt. 20:5

Ninth (3 P.M.) … Acts 3:1

Eleventh (5 P.M.) … Matt. 20:6, 9, 12

Third (9 P.M.) … Acts 23:23

C. Used literally and descriptively of Christ’s:

Death … Mark 14:35; John 13:1

Betrayal … Matt. 26:45

Set time … John 7:30

Predestined time … John 12:27

D. Used prophetically of:

Gospel age … John 4:21

Great Tribulation … Rev. 3:10

God’s judgment … Rev. 14:7, 15

Christ’s return … Matt. 24:42, 44, 50

Hour of prayer

A. Characteristics of:

Jewish custom … Luke 1:10

Directed toward Jerusalem … 1 Kin. 8:48

B. Times of:

Three times daily … Dan. 6:10

First, at third hour (9 A.M.) … Acts 2:15

Second, at sixth hour (12 noon) … Acts 10:9

Third, at ninth hour (3 P.M.) … Acts 3:1

House

A. Descriptive of:

Family dwelling … Gen. 14:14; Judg. 11:34; Acts 16:34

Descendants … Luke 2:4

Racial or religious group … Is. 7:13; Jer. 31:31

Tabernacle or temple … Ex. 34:26; 1 Kin. 6:1

B. Figurative of:

Grave … Job 30:23

Body … 2 Cor. 5:1

True church … Heb. 10:21

Earthly life … Ps. 119:54

Heaven … John 14:2

Security and insecurity … Matt. 7:24–27

Division … Mark 3:25

See Home

Household idols

Laban’s stolen by Rachel … Gen. 31:19–35

Housekeeper

Sarah … Gen. 18:6

Rebekah … Gen. 27:6–9

Abigail … 1 Sam. 25:41, 42

Happy … Ps. 113:9

Virtuous wife … Prov. 31:10–31

Martha … Luke 10:40, 41

House of God

Tabernacle called … Luke 6:4

Temple described … Ezra 5:2, 8

Church named … 1 Tim. 3:15

Center of God’s worship … Ps. 42:4

House of prayer

Corrupted into a den of thieves … Matt. 21:13; Mark 11:17

Houses—dwellings made for habitations

Rechabites refuse to dwell in … Jer. 35:5–10

Hukkok—decreed

Border town of Naphtali … Josh. 19:32, 34

Hukok

Land given as place of refuge … 1 Chr. 6:75

Hul—circle

Aram’s second son … Gen. 10:23

Huldah—weasel, mole

Wife of Shallum … 2 Kin. 22:14

Foretells Jerusalem’s ruin … 2 Kin. 22:15–17; 2 Chr. 34:22–25

Exempts Josiah from trouble … 2 Kin. 22:18–20

Human dignity

Based on:

God’s image … Gen. 1:26 

God’s elevation of … Ps. 8:3–8

Love … John 3:16

Being chosen … John 15:16

Humaneness—a kind spirit

Toward animals … Ex. 23:5

Not shown by Balaam … Num. 22:27–30

Humanitarianism—promoting the welfare of humanity

Illustrated by Jesus … Luke 10:30–37

Enjoined on Christians … 1 Thess. 5:15

Human nature of Christ

A. Predicted as Seed of:

Woman … Gen. 3:15

Abraham … Gal. 3:8, 16

David … Luke 1:31, 32

B. Proved by:

Virgin’s conception … Matt. 1:18

Birth … Matt. 1:16, 25

Incarnation … John 1:14

Circumcision … Luke 2:21

Growth … Luke 2:52

Genealogy … Matt. 1:1–17; Luke 3:23–38

C. Manifested in:

Hunger … Matt. 4:2

Thirst … John 19:28

Weariness … John 4:6

Sleep … Matt. 8:24

Suffering … Luke 22:44

Death … John 19:30

Burial … Matt. 27:59, 60

Resurrection … Luke 24:39

Touch … 1 John 1:1, 2

D. Importance of, necessary for:

Sinlessness … John 8:46

His death … Heb. 2:14, 17

His resurrection … 2 Tim. 2:8

His exaltation … Phil. 2:9–11

His priestly intercession … Heb. 7:26, 28

His return … Heb. 9:24–28

Faith … 2 John 7–11

See Incarnation of Christ

Human sacrifice

A. Practiced by:

Canaanites … Deut. 12:31

Ammonites … Lev. 20:2, 3

Moabites … 2 Kin. 3:26, 27

Phoenicians … Jer. 19:5

Israel … 2 Kin. 16:3, 4

Judah … 2 Chr. 28:3

B. Sin of:

Condemned … Lev. 18:21

Source of defilement … Ezek. 20:31

Source of demonism … Ps. 106:37, 38

Cause of captivity … 2 Kin. 17:17, 18

Humiliation—state of deflated pride

A. Causes of:

Pride … Esth. 6:6–13

Arrogance … Dan. 4:29–33

Boastfulness … 1 Sam. 17:42–50

National sins … Dan. 9:1–21

Self-will … Luke 15:11–19

B. Remedies against:

Be humble … Luke 14:8–11

Avoid improper associations … Judg. 16:16–21

Obey God … Josh. 7:11–16

Avoid self-sufficiency … Luke 22:31–34

Rely upon God’s grace … 2 Cor. 12:6–10

Humiliation of Christ—the state that He took while on earth

A. Exhibited in His:

Taking our nature … Phil. 2:7

Birth … Matt. 1:18–25

Obedience … Luke 2:51

Submission to ordinances … Matt. 3:13–15

Becoming a servant … Matt. 20:28

Menial acts … John 13:4–15

Suffering … Matt. 26:67, 68

Death … John 10:15–18

B. Rewards of:

Exalted by God … Acts 2:22–36

Crowned king … Heb. 1:1, 2

Perfected forever … Heb. 2:10

Acceptable high priest … Heb. 2:17

Humility

A. Factors involved in sense of:

One’s sinfulness … Luke 18:13, 14

One’s unworthiness … Luke 15:17–21

One’s limitations … 1 Kin. 3:6–14

God’s holiness … Is. 6:1–8

God’s righteousness … Phil. 3:4–9

B. Factors producing:

Affliction … Deut. 8:3

Impending doom … 2 Chr. 12:5–12

Submissiveness … Luke 10:39

Christ’s example … Matt. 11:29

C. Rewards of:

Road to honor … 1 Kin. 3:11–14

Leads to riches … Prov. 22:4

Brings blessings … 2 Chr. 7:14, 15

Guarantees exaltation … Matt. 23:12; James 4:10

Insures God’s presence … Is. 57:15

Makes truly great … Matt. 18:4

Unlocks more grace … Prov. 3:34; James 4:6





Healing for a nation … 2 Chr. 7:14

D. Christians exhorted to:

Put on … Col. 3:12

Be clothed with … 1 Pet. 5:5

Walk with … Eph. 4:1, 2

Avoid false … Col. 2:18–23

E. Examples of:

Abraham … Gen. 18:27, 32

Jacob … Gen. 32:10

Moses … Ex. 3:11

Joshua … Josh. 7:6

David … 1 Sam. 18:18–23

Job … Job 42:2–6

Jeremiah … Jer. 1:6

Daniel … Dan. 2:30

Elizabeth … Luke 1:43

John the Baptist … John 3:29, 30

Jesus … Matt. 11:29

Paul … Acts 20:19

Humtah—a place of lizards

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:54

Hunchback

Barred from priesthood … Lev. 21:20, 21

Hundred, Tower of the

Restored by Eliashib … Neh. 3:1

Hunger, physical

A. Causes of:

Fasting … Matt. 4:1–3

Fatigue … Gen. 25:29, 30

Famine … Luke 15:14–17

God’s judgment … Is. 9:19–21

B. Some results of:

Selling birthright … Gen. 25:30–34

Murmuring … Ex. 16:2, 3

Breaking God’s Law … 1 Sam. 14:31–34

Cannibalism … 2 Kin. 6:28, 29

Cursing God … Is. 8:21

Hunger, physical—continued

C. Satisfaction of:

Supplied:

By friends … 2 Sam. 17:27–29

Supernaturally … Ex. 16:4–21

Sent as a judgment … Ps. 106:14, 15

Provided by God … Matt. 6:11

Christian duty … 1 Sam. 30:11, 12

Complete in heaven … Rev. 7:14–17

D. Examples of:

David … 1 Sam. 21:3–6

Elijah … 1 Kin. 17:11–13

Jeremiah … Jer. 38:9

Peter … Acts 10:10

Paul … 1 Cor. 4:11

E. Strike:

By forty men … Acts 23:11–16

Hunger, spiritual

More important than physical … Deut. 8:3; Matt. 4:4

Sent as a judgment … Amos 4:11–13

Will be satisfied … Is. 55:1, 2

Blessing of … Matt. 5:6

Satisfied by Christ … John 6:33–35

Hunter, hunting

A. Purposes of:

Secure food … Gen. 27:3

Kill harmful beasts … 1 Sam. 17:34–36

B. Methods of:

Noose … Job 18:10

Snare … Amos 3:5

Pits … 2 Sam. 23:20

Bows and quiver … Gen. 27:3

Sword, etc. Job 41:26–30

C. Examples of:

Nimrod … Gen. 10:8, 9

Ishmael … Gen. 21:20

Esau … Gen. 27:3, 5, 30

Hupham—protected

Son of Benjamin; founder of Huphamites … Num. 26:39

Called Huppim … Gen. 46:21

Huppah—covering

Descendant of Aaron … 1 Chr. 24:1, 13

Huppim—protection

1. Son of Benjamin … Gen. 46:21

2. Son of Ir … 1 Chr. 7:12

See Hupham

Hur—splendor

1. Man of Judah; of Caleb’s house … 1 Chr. 2:18–20

Grandfather of Bezalel … Ex. 31:1, 2

Supports Moses’ hands … Ex. 17:10–12

Aids Aaron … Ex. 24:14

2. Prince of Midian … Josh. 13:21

3. Father of Rephaiah … Neh. 3:9

Hurai—free, noble

One of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:32

Huram—noble, free

Son of Bela … 1 Chr. 8:5

Huri—linen worker

Gadite … 1 Chr. 5:14

Husband—married man

A. Regulations concerning:

One flesh … Matt. 19:5, 6

Until death … Rom. 7:2, 3

Rights of … 1 Cor. 7:1–5

Sanctified by wife … 1 Cor. 7:14–16

B. Duties of, toward wife:

Love … Eph. 5:25–33

Live with for life … Matt. 19:3–9

Be faithful to … Mal. 2:14, 15

Be satisfied with … Prov. 5:18, 19

Instruct … 1 Cor. 14:34, 35

Honor … 1 Pet. 3:7

Confer with … Gen. 31:4–16

Provide for … 1 Tim. 5:8

Serve as leader … Gen. 3:16

C. Kinds of:

Adam, blaming … Gen. 3:9–12

Isaac, loving … Gen. 24:67

Elkanah, sympathetic … 1 Sam. 1:8–23

Nabal, evil … 1 Sam. 25:3

Ahab, weak … 1 Kin. 21:5–16

David, ridiculed … 2 Sam. 6:20

Job, strong … Job 2:7–10

Joseph, just … Matt. 1:19

Hushah—haste

Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:4

Hushai—hasty

Archite; David’s friend … 2 Sam. 15:32–37

Feigns sympathy with Absalom … 2 Sam. 16:16–19

Defeats Ahithophel’s advice … 2 Sam. 17:5–23

Husham—hastily

Temanite king of Edom … Gen. 36:34, 35

Hushathite

Inhabitant of Hushah … 2 Sam. 21:18

Hushim—hasters

1. Head of a Danite family … Gen. 46:23

Called Shuham … Num. 26:42

2. Son of Aher … 1 Chr. 7:12

3. Wife of Shaharaim … 1 Chr. 8:8, 11

Huz

Son of Nahor … Gen. 22:20, 21

Huzzab—uncertain meaning

May refer to Assyrian queen or to Nineveh; or may be rendered “it is decreed” … Nah. 2:7

Hymenaeus—belonging to Hymen

False teacher excommunicated by Paul … 1 Tim. 1:19, 20

Teaches error … 2 Tim. 2:17, 18

Hymn—a spiritual song

A. Occasions producing:

Great deliverance … Ex. 15:1–19

Great victory … Judg. 5:1–31

Prayer answered … 1 Sam. 2:1–10

Mary’s “Magnificat” … Luke 1:46–55

Father’s ecstasy … Luke 1:68–79

Angel’s delight … Luke 2:14

Elderly man’s faith … Luke 2:29–32

Heaven’s eternal praise … Rev. 5:9–14

B. Purposes of:

Worship God … 2 Chr. 23:18

Express joy … Matt. 26:30

Edify … 1 Cor. 14:15

Testify to others … Acts 16:25

Hypocrisy, hypocrite—showy, empty display of religion

A. Kinds of:

Worldly … Matt. 23:5–7

Legalistic … Rom. 10:3

Evangelical … 2 Pet. 2:10–22

Satanic … 2 Cor. 11:13–15

B. Described as:

Self-righteous … Luke 18:11, 12

“Holier than you” … Is. 65:5

Blind … Matt. 23:17–26

Covetous … 2 Pet. 2:3

Showy … Matt. 6:2, 5, 16

Highly critical … Matt. 7:3–5

Indignant … Luke 13:14–16

Destructive … Prov. 11:9

Bound by traditions … Matt. 15:1–9

Neglectful of major duties … Matt. 23:23, 24

Pretended but unpracticed … Ezek. 33:31, 32

Interested in the externals … Luke 20:46, 47

Fond of titles … Matt. 23:6, 7

Inwardly unregenerate … Luke 11:39

C. Examples of:

Jacob … Gen. 27:6–35

Jacob’s sons … Gen. 37:29–35

Delilah … Judg. 16:4–20

Ishmael … Jer. 41:6, 7

Herod … Matt. 2:7, 8

Pharisees … John 8:4–9

Judas … Matt. 26:25–49

Ananias … Acts 5:1–10

Peter … Gal. 2:11–14

Hyssop—a small plant

Grows from walls … 1 Kin. 4:33

Used in sprinkling blood … Ex. 12:22

Used to offer Jesus vinegar … John 19:28, 29

Typical of spiritual cleansing … Ps. 51:7


I

I AM—a title indicating self-existence

Revealed to Moses … Ex. 3:14

Said by Christ … John 8:57, 58

Christ expressing, refers to:

Bread of life … John 6:35, 41, 48, 51

Light of the world … John 8:12; John 9:5

Door of the sheep … John 10:7, 9

Good shepherd … John 10:11, 14

Resurrection and the life … John 11:25

Way, truth, and life … John 14:6

True vine … John 15:1, 5

Ibleam—he destroys the people

City assigned to Manasseh … Josh. 17:11, 12

Canaanites remain in … Judg. 1:27

Called Bileam … 1 Chr. 6:70

Ahaziah slain near … 2 Kin. 9:27

Ibneiah—Yahweh builds up

Head of a Benjamite family … 1 Chr. 9:8

Ibnijah—Yahweh builds up

Father of Reuel … 1 Chr. 9:8

Ibri—a Hebrew

Son of Jaaziah … 1 Chr. 24:27

Ibzan—active

Judge of Israel … Judg. 12:8

Father of 60 children … Judg. 12:8, 9

Ice

Figurative of:

By reason of … Job 6:16

Ichabod—inglorious

Son of Phinehas … 1 Sam. 4:19–22

Iconium—imagelike

City of Asia Minor; visited by Paul … Acts 13:51

Many converts in … Acts 14:1–6

Paul visits again … Acts 14:21

Timothy’s ministry … Acts 16:1, 2

Paul persecuted … 2 Tim. 3:11

Iconoclast—a breaker of images

Moses, an angry … Ex. 32:19, 20

Gideon, an inspired … Judg. 6:25–32

Jehu, a subtle … 2 Kin. 10:18–31

Josiah, are forming … 2 Kin. 23:12–25

Idalah—memorial of God

Border town of Zebulun … Josh. 19:15

Idbash—honey-sweet

Man of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:3

Iddo—festal

1. Chief officer under David … 1 Chr. 27:21

2. Father of Ahinadab … 1 Kin. 4:14

3. Leader of Jews at Casiphia … Ezra 8:17–20

4. Gershonite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:20, 21

Called Adaiah … 1 Chr. 6:41

5. Seer whose writings are cited … 2 Chr. 9:29

6. Grandfather of Zechariah the prophet … Zech. 1:1, 7

7. Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:4, 16

Identification—proving something or somebody to be what it or he really is

A. Among men:

At birth … Gen. 25:22–26

By the life … Luke 6:43–45

By speech … Judg. 12:6

By a search … 2 Kin. 10:23

By a kiss … Matt. 26:48, 49

B. Of Christ the Messiah, by:

A divine sign … John 1:31–34

A divine voice … Matt. 17:5

Divine works … Matt. 11:2–6

Human testimony … John 3:26–36

Scriptures … John 5:39–47

C. Of spiritual things:

New birth … 2 Cor. 5:17

Apostates … Matt. 7:22, 23

Antichrist … 2 Thess. 2:1–12

Believers and unbelievers … Matt. 25:31–46

Identifying with Christ

A. Proper time, when tempted:

To harm … Prov. 1:10–19

To violate convictions … Dan. 1:8

To conform to world … Rom. 12:2

To rebellion … Rom. 13:1–5

With improper associations … 2 Cor. 6:14–17

To learn evil … Rom. 16:19; Prov. 19:27

B. Results:

Hatred … John 17:14

Separation … Luke 6:22, 23

Suffering … 1 Pet. 2:20, 21

Witness … 1 Pet. 3:15

Good conscience … 1 Pet. 3:16

C. Basis:

Future glory … Rom. 8:18

Life of Christ … Gal. 2:20

Reward … 2 Tim. 2:12

Idleness—inactivity; slothfulness

A. Consequences of:

Poverty … Prov. 20:13

Begging … Prov. 20:4

Hunger … Prov. 19:15

Bondage … Prov. 12:24

Ruin … Prov. 24:30–34

B. Admonitions against, consider:

Ant … Prov. 6:6–11

Ideal woman … Prov. 31:10–31

Lord … John 9:4

Apostles … 2 Thess. 3:7–9

Judgment … 1 Cor. 3:8–15

See Laziness; Slothfulness

Idol makers

Maachah … 1 Kin. 15:13

Foreign peoples … Is. 45:16

Men of Judah … Is. 2:1, 20

People of Jerusalem … Ezek. 22:3

Idol making

Described by Isaiah … Is. 44:9–18

Idols, idolatry—worship of idols

A. Described as:

Irrational … Acts 17:29

Degrading … Rom. 1:22, 23

Demonical … 1 Cor. 10:20, 21

Defiling … 2 Cor. 6:15–18

Enslaving … Gal. 4:8, 9

Abominable … 1 Pet. 4:3

B. Brief history of:

Begins in humankind’s apostasy … Rom. 1:21–25

Prevails in Ur … Josh. 24:2, 14

In Laban’s household … Gen. 31:19–35

Judgments on Egyptian … Num. 33:4

Brought from Egypt by Israel … Josh. 24:14

Forbidden in Law at Sinai … Ex. 20:1–5

Warnings against, at Sinai … Ex. 34:13–16

Israel yields to, at Sinai … Ex. 32:1–8

Moabites entice Israel to … Num. 25:1–18

Early zeal against … Josh. 22:10–34

Gideon destroys … Judg. 6:25–32

Gideon becomes an occasion of … Judg. 8:24–27

Enticements to Baalism … Judg. 10:6–16

Levite corrupted by … Judg. 17:1–13

Danites establish, at Shiloh … Judg. 18:30, 31

Overthrow of Philistines’ … 1 Sam. 5:1–12

Revival against, under Samuel … 1 Sam. 7:3–6

Solomon yields to … 1 Kin. 11:1–8

Jeroboam establishes in Jerusalem … 1 Kin. 12:26–33; 2 Chr. 11:14, 15

Rehoboam tolerates inJudah … 1 Kin. 14:22–24

Conflict—Elijah and Ahab … 1 Kin. 18:1–46

Wicked kings of Israel … 1 Kin. 21:25, 26; 2 Kin. 16:2, 3

Prophet denounces in Israel … Hos. 4:12–19

Cause of Israel’s exile … 2 Kin. 17:5–23

Judah follows Israel’s example … 2 Chr. 28:1–4

Manasseh climaxes Judah’s apostasy in … 2 Kin. 21:1–18; 2 Chr. 33:1–11

Reformation against, under Asa … 2 Chr. 14:3–5

Under Hezekiah … 2 Chr. 29:15–19

Under Josiah … 2 Kin. 23:1–20

Prophets denounce in Judah … Jer. 16:11–21

Cause of Judah’s exile … 2 Kin. 23:26, 27

C. Christians warned against:

No company with … 1 Cor. 5:11

Flee from … 1 Cor. 10:14

No fellowship with … 1 Cor. 10:19, 20

Keep from … 1 John 5:21

Testify against … Acts 14:15

Turn from … 1 Thess. 1:9

D. Enticements to, due to:

Heathen background … Josh. 24:2; Ezek. 16:44, 45

Contact with idolaters … Num. 25:1–6

Intermarriage … 1 Kin. 11:1–13

Imagined good … Jer. 44:15–19

Idols, idolatry—continued

Corrupt heart … Rom. 1:21–23

E. Removed through:

Punishment … Deut. 17:2–5

Display of powerlessness … 1 Sam. 5:1–5; 1 Kin. 18:25–29

Logic … Is. 44:6–20

Display of God’s power … 2 Kin. 19:10–37

Denunciation … Mic. 1:5–7

Exile … Hos. 8:5–14; Zeph. 1:4–6

New birth … Hos. 14:1–9; Amos 5:26, 27

Idumea—pertaining to Edom

Name used by Greeks and Romans to designate Edom … Mark 3:8

See Edom

Igal—He (God) redeems

1. Issachar’s spy … Num. 13:2, 7

2. One of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:36

3. Shemaiah’s son … 1 Chr. 3:22

Igdaliah—great is Yahweh

Father of Hanan the prophet … Jer. 35:4

Ignorance—lack of knowledge

A. Kinds of:

Pardonable … Luke 23:34

Pretended … Luke 22:57–60

Innocent … Acts 19:2–5

Excusable … Acts 17:30

Judicial … Rom. 1:28

Guilty … Rom. 1:19–25

Partial … 1 Cor. 13:12

Confident … Heb. 11:8

B. Causes of:

Unregeneracy … Eph. 4:18

Unbelief … 1 Tim. 1:13

Spiritual:

Darkness … 1 John 2:11

Immaturity … 1 Cor. 8:7–13

C. Productive of:

Unbelief … John 8:19–43

Error … Matt. 22:29

D. Objects of:

God … John 8:55

Scriptures … Matt. 22:29

Christ’s return … 1 Thess. 4:13, 14

Spiritual gifts … 1 Cor. 12:1

Ijim—ruins

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:29

Ije Abarim—ruins of the Abarim (regions beyond)

Wilderness camp … Num. 21:11

Same as Ijim … Num. 33:44, 45

Ijon—heap

Town of Naphtali; captured by Ben-Hadad … 1 Kin. 15:20

Captured by Tiglath-Pileser … 2 Kin. 15:29

Ikkesh—crooked

Father of Ira … 2 Sam. 23:26

Commander of 24,000 … 1 Chr. 27:9

Ilai—supreme

One of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:26, 29

Called Zalmon … 2 Sam. 23:28

Illumination—enlightenment, understanding

Of Daniel … Dan. 5:11, 14

Illumination, spiritual

By Christ … John 1:9

At conversion … Heb. 6:4

In Christian truth … Eph. 1:18

By Holy Spirit … John 16:13–16

By God … 1 Cor. 4:5

Illustration—something used to explain something else

From:

Ancient history … 1 Cor. 10:1–14

Current history … Mark 12:1–11

Nature … Prov. 6:6–11

Illyricum—a province of Europe

Paul preaches … Rom. 15:19

Image (see Idols, idolatry)

Image of God

A. In human beings:

Created in … Gen. 1:26, 27 

Reason for sanctity of life … Gen. 9:6

Reason for husband’s headship … 1 Cor. 11:7

Restored by grace … Col. 3:10

Transformed into … 2 Cor. 3:18

B. In Christ:

In essential nature … Col. 1:15

Manifested on earth … John 1:14, 18

Believers conformed … Rom. 8:29

Imagination—creating mental picture of

A. Described as:

Evil … Gen. 8:21

Willful … Jer. 18:12

Deceitful … Prov. 12:20

B. Cleansing of:

Promised … Jer. 3:17

See Thought

Imitation—attempting to duplicate

Of the good:

God … Eph. 5:1

Paul’s conduct … 2 Thess. 3:7, 9

Apostles … 1 Thess. 1:6

Heroes of the faith … Heb. 6:12

Good … 3 John 11

Other churches … 1 Thess. 2:14

See Example of Christ, the

Imla, Imlah—fullness

Father of Micaiah the prophet … 1 Kin. 22:8, 9; 2 Chr. 18:7, 8

Immanuel—God (is) with us

Name given to the Child born of the virgin … Is. 7:14; Matt. 1:23

Immer—eloquent

1. Descendant of Aaron … 1 Chr. 24:1–14

2. Father of Pashhur … Jer. 20:1

3. Founder of a postexilic family … Ezra 2:37

The same as the father of Meshillemith … 1 Chr. 9:12

Also the ancestor of priests marrying foreigners … Ezra 10:19, 20

4. Person or place in Babylonia … Neh. 7:61

5. Zadok’s father … Neh. 3:29

Immorality—state of a wrongful act or relationship; fornication

Consider sanctity of the body … 1 Cor. 6:13–20

Flee from it … 1 Cor. 6:18

Get married … 1 Cor. 7:2

Abstain from it … 1 Thess. 4:3

Mention it not … Eph. 5:3

Corrupts the earth … Rev. 19:2

Immortality—eternal existence

A. Proof of, based upon:

God’s image in humankind … Gen. 1:26, 27 

Translation of Enoch and Elijah … Gen. 5:24; 2 Kin. 2:11, 12

Promises of Christ … John 11:25, 26; John 14:2, 3

Appearance of Moses and Elijah … Matt. 17:2–9

Eternal rewards and punishments … Matt. 25:31–46; Luke 16:19–31

Resurrection of Christ … Rom. 8:11; 1 Cor. 15:12–58

Resurrection of humankind … Dan. 12:2, 3; John 5:28, 29

B. Expression indicative of:

“I am” … Matt. 22:32

“Today” … Luke 23:43

“Shall never die” … John 11:25, 26

“The redemption of our body” … Rom. 8:22, 23

“Neither death” … Rom. 8:38, 39

“We know” … 2 Cor. 5:1–10

“A living hope” … 1 Pet. 1:3–8

“We shall be like Him” … 1 John 3:2

See Eternal, everlasting; Life, eternal

Immunity—exemption from something

From:

Egyptian plagues … Ex. 8:22, 23

Disease … Deut. 7:15

Corruption … Ps. 16:10, 11

Harm … Luke 10:19

Second death … Rev. 20:6

Immutability—unchangeableness

A. Of God, expressed by:

“I AM” … Ex. 3:14

“You are the same” … Ps. 102:25–27

“I do not change” … Mal. 3:6

“Are irrevocable” … Rom. 11:29

“Who cannot lie” … Titus 1:2

“The immutability” … Heb. 6:17, 18

“No variation” … James 1:17

B. Of Christ, expressed by:

“I AM” … John 8:58

“You are the same” … Heb. 1:12

“Unchangeable” … Heb. 7:22–24

“The same” … Heb. 13:8

“I am the Alpha and the Omega” … Rev. 1:8–18

C. Of God, characteristics of:

Unique … Is. 43:10

Purposive … Ps. 138:8

Active … Phil. 1:6

Imna—he keeps back

Asherite chief … 1 Chr. 7:35

Imnah—prosperity

1. Eldest son of Asher … 1 Chr. 7:30

Called Jimna and Jimnah … Gen. 46:17; Num. 26:44

2. Levite in Hezekiah’s reign … 2 Chr. 31:14

Impartiality—that which is equitable, just, and fair

In God’s:

Material blessings … Matt. 5:45

Spiritual blessings … Acts 10:34, 35

Judgments … Rom. 2:3–12

Impatience—inability to control one’s desire for action

A. Causes of:

Lust … Gen. 19:4–9

Revenge … Gen. 34:25–27

Irritability … Num. 20:10

B. Consequences of:

Kept from Promised Land … Num. 20:10–12

Great sin … Ex. 32:1, 21, 30

Loss of kingdom … 1 Sam. 13:8–14

Foolish statements … Job 2:7–9

Loss of birthright … Gen. 25:29–34

Shipwreck … Acts 27:29–34

Impeccability (see Holiness of Christ)

Impediment—something that hinders one’s activity

In speech, cured … Mark 7:32–35

Avoided by obedience … Prov. 4:10, 12

Impenitence—without a change of mind

A. Expressed by:

Willful disobedience … Jer. 44:15–19

Hardness of heart … John 12:37–40

Refusing to hear … Luke 16:31

Rebellion against the truth … 1 Thess. 2:15, 16

B. Consequences of:

Spiritual bondage … John 8:33–44

Judicial blindness … John 9:39–41

Eternal destruction … 2 Thess. 1:8, 9

Imperfection of humankind

A. Manifested in:

Falling short of God’s glory … Rom. 3:23

Total corruption … Is. 1:5, 6

B. Remedy for:

New creature … 2 Cor. 5:17

Conformity to Christ … 1 John 3:2, 3

Impertinence—an action or remark inappropriate for the occasion

Christ rebukes Peter’s … Mark 8:31–33

Impetuousness—acting suddenly with little thought

Characterized by:

Ill-considered judgment … Esth. 1:10–22

Enraged disposition … Gen. 34:25–31

Hasty action … Josh. 22:10–34

Import—to receive from other countries

Things imported:

Horses … 1 Kin. 10:28

Chariots … 2 Chr. 1:17

Fish … Neh. 13:16

Impossibilities—powerless, weak

A. Natural:

Change one’s color … Jer. 13:23

Hide from God … Ps. 139:7–12

Change one’s size … Matt. 6:27

Control the tongue … James 3:7, 8

B. Spiritual:

God to sin … Hab. 1:13

Save one’s self … Mark 10:26, 27

God to fail His promises … Titus 1:2

Believers to perish … John 10:27–29

Impostor—a pretender

A. Characteristics of:

Not believed as … Jer. 40:14–16

Speaks falsely … Josh. 9:3–14

Poses as real … 2 Cor. 11:13–15

Much like the real … Matt. 7:21–23

Deception of, revealed to prophets … Acts 13:8–12

B. Examples of:

Jannes and Jambres … 2 Tim. 3:8

Judas … John 13:18–30

Antichrist … 2 Thess. 2:1–4

False apostles … 2 Cor. 11:13

Satan … 2 Cor. 11:14

Imprecation—pronouncing a curse

God’s enemies … Ps. 55:5–15

One’s enemies … Ps. 35:4–8, 26

Heretics … Gal. 1:9

Persecutors … Jer. 11:18–20

On the disobedient … Deut. 28:15–68

Forbidden … Luke 9:54–56

See Curse, cursing

Imprisonment—physical confinement in jail

A. Of Old Testament persons:

Joseph … Gen. 39:20

Simeon … Gen. 42:19, 24

Samson … Judg. 16:21, 25

Jehoiachin … 2 Kin. 25:27–29

Micaiah … 2 Chr. 18:25, 26

Jeremiah … Jer. 32:2, 8, 12

B. Of New Testament persons:

John the Baptist … Mark 6:17–27

Apostles … Acts 5:18

Peter … Acts 12:4

Paul and Silas … Acts 16:24

Paul … Acts 23:10, 18

John … Rev. 1:9

See Prisoners

Improvement—a betterment

Expressed by:

Growth … 1 Pet. 2:2

Addition … 2 Pet. 1:5–11

Press on … Phil. 3:13–15

Improvidence—wasting present possession

Material things … Luke 15:11–13

Spiritual things … Luke 12:16–23

Eternal things … Luke 16:19–31

Impurity (see Unclean)

Imputation—counting or crediting something to another

A. Described as charging:

Evil to an innocent person … Philem. 18

Evil to an evil person … Lev. 17:4

Good to a good person … Ps. 106:30, 31

B. Of Adam’s sin to the race:

Based on the Fall … Gen. 3:1–19 

Explained fully … Rom. 5:12–21

The wider implications of … Rom. 8:20–23

C. Of the believer’s sin to Christ:

Our iniquity laid on Him … Is. 53:5, 6

Made to be sin for us … 2 Cor. 5:21

Became a curse for us … Gal. 3:13

Takes away our sins … John 1:29; Heb. 9:28

D. Of Christ’s righteousness to the believer:

Negatively stated … Rom. 4:6–8

Positively affirmed … Rom. 10:4–10

Explained graphically … Luke 15:22–24

God justifies the ungodly … Rom. 5:18, 19

Christ becomes our righteousness … 1 Cor. 1:30

We become the righteousness of God in Him … 2 Cor. 5:21

Illustrated by Abraham’s faith … Rom. 4:3

See Justification

Imrah—He (God) resists

Son of Zophah … 1 Chr. 7:36

Imri—eloquent

1. Son of Bani … 1 Chr. 9:4

2. Father of Zaccur … Neh. 3:2

Inability (see Impossibilities)

Incarnation of Christ

A. Foreshadowed by:

Angel … Josh. 5:13–15

Prophecies … Is. 7:14

B. Described as:

Becoming flesh … John 1:14

Born of woman … Gal. 4:4

Coming in flesh … 1 John 4:2

Appearing in flesh … 1 Tim. 3:16

Incarnation of Christ—continued

Our likeness … Rom. 8:3; Heb. 2:14

Body … Heb. 10:5, 10; 1 John 1:1–3

Dying in flesh … 1 Pet. 3:18; 1 Pet. 4:1

C. Purposes of:

Reveal the Father … John 14:8–11

Do God’s will … Heb. 10:5–9

Fulfill prophecy … Luke 4:17–21

Die for our sins … 1 Pet. 3:18

Fulfill all righteousness … Matt. 3:15

Reconcile the world … 2 Cor. 5:18–21

Become our High Priest … Heb. 7:24–28

Become our example … 1 Pet. 2:21–23

Destroy works of the devil … 1 John 3:8

D. Importance of:

Evidence Christ’s deity … Rom. 9:3–5

Confirm Christ’s resurrection … Acts 2:24–32

Mark of believers … 1 John 4:1–6

See Human nature of Christ

Incense—sweet perfume; frankincense

A. Offered:

By priests … Lev. 16:12, 13

On the altar … Ex. 30:1–8

On Day of Atonement … Lev. 16:12, 13; 1 Chr. 6:49

According to strict formula … Ex. 30:34–36; Lev. 10:1, 2; Num. 16:35–38

Twenty-four elders … Rev. 5:8; Rev. 8:4

B. Illegal offering of:

Forbidden … Ex. 30:37, 38

Excluded from certain offerings … Lev. 5:11

Punished severely … Lev. 10:1, 2; 2 Chr. 26:16–21

Among idolaters … Is. 65:3

C. Typical of:

Worship … Ps. 141:2

Prayer … Rev. 5:8; Rev. 8:3, 4

Praise … Mal. 1:11

Approved service … Eph. 5:2

D. Purposes of:

Used in grain offerings … Lev. 2:1, 2, 15

Excluded from certain offerings … Lev. 5:11

Used in the showbread … Lev. 24:7

Product of Arabia … Is. 60:6

Presented to Jesus … Matt. 2:11

Figurative of worship … Ps. 141:2

Incentives to good works

Reap kindness … Hos. 10:12

Eternal impact … John 15:16

Reap what we sow … Gal. 6:7–10

Incest—sexual relations between persons related

A. Relations prohibited:

Same family … Lev. 18:6–12

Grand-children … Lev. 18:10

Aunts and uncles … Lev. 18:12–14

In-laws … Lev. 18:15, 16

Near kin … Lev. 18:17, 18

B. Punishment for:

Death … Lev. 20:11–17

Childlessness … Lev. 20:19–21

A curse … Deut. 27:20–23

C. Examples of:

Lot—with his daughters … Gen. 19:30–38

Reuben—with his father’s concubine … Gen. 35:22

Amnon—rape of sister Tamar … 2 Sam. 13:1–20

Inconsistency—the nonagreement of two things

Between:

Criticism of ourselves and others … Matt. 7:3

Legalism and human mercy … John 7:23

Profession and reality … Luke 22:31–62

Preaching and practice … Rom. 2:21–23

Private and public convictions … Gal. 2:11–14

Faith and works … James 2:14–26

Profession and works … Titus 1:16

Inconstancy—inability to stand firm in crisis

A. Causes of:

Little faith … Matt. 13:19–22

Satan … Luke 22:31–34

False teachers … Gal. 1:6–10

Doubt … James 1:6–8

Immaturity … 2 Pet. 1:5–10

Strife … Mark 3:24–26

B. Remedies against:

Firm foundation … Matt. 7:24–27

Strong faith … Hab. 3:16–19

Full armor … Eph. 6:10–20

Incorruptible—enduring; lasting forever

Resurrected body … 1 Cor. 15:42, 52, 53

Christian’s inheritance … 1 Pet. 1:4

Seed of Christian life … 1 Pet. 1:23

Increase—to become more abundant

A. Used literally of:

Knowledge … Dan. 12:4

Wealth … Gen. 24:35; Rev. 3:17

B. Used spiritually of:

Messiah’s kingdom … Is. 9:7

Wisdom … Luke 2:52

Faith … Luke 17:5

Esteem … John 3:30

Fruits of righteousness … 2 Cor. 9:10

Knowledge of God … Col. 1:10

Love … 1 Thess. 4:9, 10

Ungodliness … 2 Tim. 2:16

Incredulity—an unwillingness to believe

Characterized by:

Exaggerated demand for evidence … John 20:24, 25

Desire for more signs … Judg. 6:37–40

Attempts to nullify plain evidence … John 9:13–41

Blindness of mind … Acts 28:22–29

Indecency

Noah guilty of … Gen. 9:21–23

Forbidden, to priests … Ex. 20:26

Michal rebukes David for … 2 Sam. 6:20–23

Men committing … Rom. 1:27

Indecision—inability to decide between vital issues

A. Manifested in, mixing:

Truth and idolatry … 1 Kin. 18:21

Duty and compromise … John 19:12–16

Holiness and sin … Gal. 5:1–7

Faith and works … Gal. 3:1–5

B. Results in:

Spiritual unfitness … Luke 9:59–62

Instability … James 1:6–8

Sinful compromise … 2 Cor. 6:14–18

Spiritual defeat … Rom. 6:16–22

Spiritual deadness … Rev. 3:15–17

C. Examples of:

Israel at Kadesh … Num. 13:26–33

Joshua at Ai … Josh. 7:6–10

David at Keilah … 1 Sam. 23:1–5

Pilate … Matt. 27:11–24

Felix … Acts 24:25, 26

See Inconstancy

Independence—control of one’s affairs apart from outside influences

A. Virtues of:

Freedom of action … Gen. 14:22–24

Responsibility … John 9:21, 23

B. Evils of:

Arbitrary use of authority … 1 Sam. 14:24–45

Selfishness … 1 Sam. 25:1–11

Mismanagement … Luke 15:12–16

Arrogance … 3 John 9, 10

Indescribable

God’s gift … 2 Cor. 9:15

India

Eastern limit of Persian Empire … Esth. 1:1

Indictment—formal accusation for a crime

A. For real crimes:

Korah’s company … Num. 16:1–50

Achan … Josh. 7:1–26

Baal worshipers … 1 Kin. 18:19–42

David … 2 Sam. 12:1–14

Ananias … Acts 5:1–10

B. For supposed crimes:

Certain tribes … Josh. 22:10–34

Naboth … 1 Kin. 21:1–16

Three Hebrew men … Dan. 3:1–28

Jews … Ezra 5:3–17; Esth. 3:8, 9

Christ … Matt. 26:61–65

Stephen … Acts 6:11, 13

Paul … Acts 16:20, 21; Acts 17:7

Indifference—not concerned for or against something

A. Characteristic of:

Unbelievers … Luke 17:26–30

Backsliders … Rev. 3:15, 16

B. As a good feature concerning, worldly:

Comforts … Phil. 4:11–13

Applause … Gal. 1:10

Traditions … Col. 2:16–23

C. As a bad feature:

Inhumanitarianism … Luke 10:30–32

In the use of one’s talents … Luke 19:20–26

Moral callousness … Matt. 27:3, 4

Religious unconcern … Acts 18:12–16

Indignation—boiling wrath against something sinful

A. God’s:

Irresistible … Nah. 1:6

Victorious … Hab. 3:12

Poured out … Zeph. 3:8

Toward His enemies … Is. 66:14

On Israel … Deut. 29:28

Against Edom forever … Mal. 1:4

Angels, instruments of … Ps. 78:49

On believers … Job 10:17

Will hide His own from … Is. 26:20

Entreated, on the wicked … Ps. 69:24

As punishment … Rom. 2:8

B. Human against:

Others … Esth. 5:9

Jews … Neh. 4:1

Christ … Luke 13:14

Christians … Acts 5:17

Indignities suffered by Christ

A. Against His body:

Spit on … Matt. 26:67

Struck … John 18:22, 23

Crowned with thorns … Matt. 27:29

Crucified … Matt. 27:31–35

B. Against His Person:

Called guilty without a trial … John 18:30, 31

Mocked and derided … Matt. 27:29, 31, 39–44

Rejected in favor of a murderer … Matt. 27:16–21

Crucified between two men … John 19:18

Indiscrimination—showing lack of distinction in

Devastation … Is. 24:1–4

Judgment … Ezek. 18:1–32

God’s providences … Matt. 5:45

Indulge—to yield to desires

Fleshly desires … Eph. 2:3

Corrupt desires … 2 Pet. 2:10

Gross immorality … Jude 7

Indulgence—a kindness often misused

Parental … 1 Sam. 3:11–14

Kingly … 2 Sam. 13:21–39

Priestly … Judg. 17:1–13

Industry—diligence in one’s work

A. Characteristics of:

Established … Gen. 2:15 

Commanded … 1 Thess. 4:11

Commendable … Prov. 27:23–27

Done willingly … Prov. 31:13

Mark of wisdom … Prov. 10:5

Suspended on Sabbath … Ex. 20:10

Neglect of, rebuked … 2 Thess. 3:10–12

B. Necessity of:

Our needs … 1 Thess. 2:9

Needs of others … Acts 20:35

Faithful witness … 1 Tim. 5:8

C. Blessings of:

Wealth … Prov. 10:4, 5

Praise … Prov. 31:28, 31

Food sufficient … Prov. 12:11

Will rule … Prov. 12:24

Indwelling, of believers

A. By Christ:

Through faith … Eph. 3:14–19

Mystery … Col. 1:27

B. By Holy Spirit:

Every believer … Rom. 8:9–11

Body, the temple of … 1 Cor. 6:19

Infant salvation

Suggested by Scripture … Matt. 18:3–5, 10; Matt. 19:14

Infants

A. Acts performed upon:

Naming … Ruth 4:17

Blessing … Luke 1:67, 76–79

Circumcision … Luke 2:21

B. Capacity to:

Believe … Matt. 18:6

Know the Scriptures … 2 Tim. 3:15

Receive training … Eph. 6:4

Worship in God’s house … 1 Sam. 1:24, 28

C. Murder of:

By Pharaoh … Ex. 1:16

By Herod the Great … Matt. 2:16–18

In war … Num. 31:17

Infidelity—lack of belief in God’s revelation

A. Causes of:

Unregenerate heart … Rom. 2:5

Hatred of the light … John 3:19–21

Spiritual blindness … 1 Cor. 2:8, 14

Self-trust … Is. 47:10, 11

Unbelief … Acts 6:10–15

Inveterate prejudice … Acts 7:54, 57

Worldly wisdom … 1 Cor. 1:18–22

B. Manifested in:

Rejecting God’s Word … 2 Pet. 3:3–5

Scoffing at God’s servants … 2 Chr. 30:6, 10

Hiding under lies … Is. 28:15

Living without God … Job 22:13–17

Using derisive words … Matt. 12:24

Doubting God’s righteousness … Ps. 10:11, 13

Calling religion worthless … Mal. 3:14

C. Punishment of:

Eternal separation from God … 2 Thess. 1:8, 9

God’s wrath … 1 Thess. 2:14–16

Hell … Luke 16:23–31

Severe punishment … Heb. 10:28, 29

D. Remedies against:

Remember the end … Ps. 73:16–28

Trust when you can’t explain … Job 2:9, 10

Stand upon the Word … Matt. 4:3–11

Use God’s armor … Eph. 6:10–19

Grow spiritually … 2 Pet. 1:4–11

Infinite—extending immeasurably

God’s understanding … Ps. 147:5

Infirmities—weaknesses of our human nature

A. Kinds of:

Sickness or disease … Matt. 8:17

Imperfections of the body … 2 Cor. 11:30

B. Our duties with reference to:

Rejoice in … 2 Cor. 12:10

Help those afflicted with … Gal. 6:1

Not to despise in others … Gal. 4:13, 14

Influence—the power of one’s personality that causes others to act

Christians, should be:

As salt … Matt. 5:13

As light … Matt. 5:14–16; Phil. 2:15

As examples … 1 Thess. 1:7, 8

Beneficial to spouse … 1 Cor. 7:14, 16; 1 Pet. 3:1, 2

Above criticism … 1 Cor. 8:10–13

Honorable … 1 Tim. 6:1

Permanent … Heb. 11:4

Beneficial to others … 1 Pet. 2:11, 12

Without reproach … Phil. 2:15, 16

Ingenuity—skill shown in unusual contrivances

Of God … Gen. 27:7–29; Job 38:4–41; Ps. 139:13–16

Of humankind … Ex. 2:1–9; Ex. 35:30–33

Ingratitude—unthankfulness for blessings received

A. Characteristics of:

Inconsiderate … Deut. 32:6, 7

Unreasonable … Jer. 2:5–7

Unnatural … Is. 1:2, 3

Ungrateful … Jer. 5:7–9, 24

B. Causes of:

Prosperity … Deut. 6:10–12

Self-sufficiency … Deut. 8:12–18

Fear … 1 Sam. 23:5, 12

Greed … 1 Sam. 25:4–11

Pride … Dan. 5:18–20

C. Responses to:

Acknowledged … 1 Sam. 24:17–19

Abused … 2 Chr. 24:22

Revealed … 1 Sam. 23:5–12

Forgiven by kindness … 1 Sam. 25:14–35

Long remembered … Deut. 25:17–19

Overcome by faithfulness … Gen. 31:38–44

Ingratitude—continued

D. Examples of:

Moses by Israel … Ex. 17:1–3

Gideon by Israel … Judg. 8:33–35

God by Saul … 1 Sam. 15:16–23

God by David … 2 Sam. 12:7–14

Jeremiah by Judah … Jer. 18:19, 20

Christ by lepers … Luke 17:12–17

God by the world … Luke 6:35; Rom. 1:21

Inheritance, earthly

A. Among Israelites:

God the owner … Lev. 25:23, 28

Possessed by families … Num. 27:4, 7

Law of transmission … Num. 27:8–11

If sold, restored in Year of Jubilee … Lev. 25:25–34

Must remain in tribe … Num. 36:6–10

Repossessed by relative … Ruth 4:3–5, 10

B. General characteristics of:

From fathers … Prov. 19:14

Uncertain use … Eccl. 2:18, 19

Object of seizure … 1 Kin. 21:3, 4; Matt. 21:38

Squandered … Luke 15:11–13

Foolish not blessed … Prov. 11:29

Descendants blessed … Ps. 25:12, 13

See Heirs, natural

Inheritance of Israel

A. Basic features of:

Lord, Israel’s … Deut. 9:26, 29

Land promised to Abraham’s seed … Gen. 15:7–18

Limits defined … Gen. 15:18–21

Limits fulfilled … 1 Kin. 4:21, 24

Possession of, based on obedience … 2 Kin. 21:12–15

Blessed by the Lord … Deut. 15:4

Tribes destroyed from … Deut. 20:16–18

Apportioned … Josh. 13:7–33

Tribes encouraged to possess … Josh. 18:1–10

Levites excluded from … Num. 18:20–24

Lost by sin … Ps. 79:1

Restored after the captivity … Neh. 11:20

B. Figurative of:

Messianic blessings … Ps. 2:8

Call of the Gentiles … Is. 54:3

Elect remnant … Is. 65:8, 9

Eternal possessions … Is. 60:21

Inheritance, spiritual

A. Objects of:

Kingdom … Matt. 25:34

Eternal life … Matt. 19:29

Promises … Heb. 6:12

Blessing … 1 Pet. 3:9

All things … Rev. 21:7

Glory … Prov. 3:35

B. Nature of:

Sealed by the Spirit … Eph. 1:13, 14

Received from the Lord … Col. 3:24

Results from Christ’s death … Heb. 9:15

Depends on belief … Gal. 3:18, 22

Incorruptible … 1 Pet. 1:4

Final, in heaven … 1 Pet. 1:4

C. Restrictions upon, only:

For the righteous … 1 Cor. 6:9, 10

For the sanctified … Acts 20:32

In Christ … Eph. 1:11, 12

For the transformed … 1 Cor. 15:50–53

See Heirs, spiritual

Inhospitality—unwillingness to entertain strangers

Edomites … Num. 20:17–21

Sihon … Num. 21:22, 23

Gibeah … Judg. 19:15

Nabal … 1 Sam. 25:10–17

Samaritans … Luke 9:53

Diotrephes … 3 John 10

Penalty for … Deut. 23:3, 4; Luke 10:10–16

Iniquity—the depth of sin; lawlessness

A. Sources of:

Heart … Ps. 41:6; Matt. 23:28

B. Effects upon humankind:

Insatiable appetite for … Ezek. 7:16, 19

Perversion … Ezek. 9:9

C. God’s attitude toward:

Cannot look on … Hab. 1:13

Remembers and punishes … Jer. 14:10

Visits on children … Ex. 34:7

Pardons and subdues … Mic. 7:18, 19

Takes away from us … Zech. 3:4

Lays upon the Messiah … Is. 53:5, 6, 11

Remembers no more … Heb. 8:12

D. Christ’s relation to:

Bears our … Is. 53:5, 6, 11

Makes reconciliation for … Dan. 9:24

Redeems us … Titus 2:14

E. Believer’s relation to:

Will declare it … Ps. 38:18

Confesses … Neh. 9:2

Prays for pardon of … Ps. 25:11

Forgiven of … Ps. 32:5

Must depart from … 2 Tim. 2:19

Protection from … Ps. 125:3

Separation from God … Is. 59:2

Prays for freedom from … Ps. 119:133

Hindrance to prayer … Ps. 66:18

F. Punishment for:

Wanderings … Num. 14:34

Loss of strength … Ps. 31:10

Destruction … Gen. 19:15

Captivity … Ezra 9:7

Death … Ezek. 18:24, 26

Less than deserved … Ezra 9:13

Remembered forever … 1 Sam. 3:13, 14

In hell … Ezek. 32:27

Injustice—violation of another’s rights

A. Examples of, among men:

Laban’s treatment of Jacob … Gen. 31:36–42

Saul’s treatment of:

Priests … 1 Sam. 22:15–23

David … 1 Sam. 24:8–22; 1 Sam. 26:14–25

David’s treatment of Uriah … 2 Sam. 12:1–12

Irijah’s treatment of Jeremiah … Jer. 37:11–21

B. Charges made against God for His:

Choice … Num. 16:1–14

Inequality … Ezek. 18:25

Partiality … Rom. 9:14

Delay … Rev. 6:10

C. Punishment on, executed:

Severely … 1 Sam. 15:32, 33

Swiftly … Esth. 7:9, 10

According to prophecy … 1 Kin. 22:34–38

See Just, justice

Ink—a writing fluid

Used for writing a book … Jer. 36:18

Used in letter writing … 2 John 12; 3 John 13

Inkhorn—a case for pens and ink

Writer’s tool … Ezek. 9:2, 3

Inn—a shelter providing lodging for travelers

Lodging place … Jer. 9:2

Place for rest … Luke 2:7

Inner group

At girl’s bedside … Mark 5:35–40

At Christ’s transfiguration … Mark 9:2

In Gethsemane … Matt. 26:36, 37

Inner natures, conflict of

A. Sin nature:

Called flesh … Rom. 8:5

Called old self … Col. 3:9

Corrupt and deceitful … Eph. 4:22

Works of … Gal. 5:19–21

Cannot please God … Rom. 8:8

To be mortified … Col. 3:5

B. New nature:

By Spirit’s indwelling … 1 Cor. 3:16

Strengthened by Spirit … Eph. 3:16

Called “inward man” … 2 Cor. 4:16

Called “new man” … Col. 3:10

Fruit of … Gal. 5:22, 23

C. Conflict:

Called warfare … Rom. 7:19–23; Gal. 5:17

D. Victory:

Recognize source … James 1:14–16

Realize former condition … Eph. 2:1–7

Put off former conduct … Eph. 4:22

Make no provision … Rom. 13:14

Complete surrender to God … Rom. 12:1, 2

Spiritual food … 1 Pet. 2:1, 2

Inner person—one’s genuine identity

Often hidden … Matt. 23:27, 28

Seen by God … 1 Sam. 16:7

Strengthened … Eph. 3:16

Innocence—freedom from guilt or sin

A. Loss of, by:

Disobedience … Rom. 5:12

Idolatry … Ps. 106:34–39

B. Kinds of:

Absolute … 2 Cor. 5:21

Legal … Luke 23:4

Moral … Josh. 22:10–34

Spiritual … 2 Pet. 3:14

C. Of Christ:

In prophecy … Is. 53:7–9

In type … 1 Pet. 1:19

In reality … 1 Pet. 3:18

By examination … Luke 23:13–22

By testimony … Acts 13:28

Innocents, massacre of

Mourning foretold … Jer. 31:15

After Jesus’ birth … Matt. 2:16–18

Inns, Three

Place about 30 miles south of Rome … Acts 28:15

Innumerable—uncounted multitude

Evils … Ps. 40:12

Animal life … Ps. 104:25

Descendants … Heb. 11:12

People … Luke 12:1

Angels … Heb. 12:22

Inquiry—a consulting or seeking for counsel

By Israel … Ex. 18:15

With ephod … 1 Sam. 23:9, 11

Unlawful method … 1 Sam. 28:6, 7

Through prayer … 2 Cor. 12:7–9; James 1:5

Insanity—mental derangement

A. Characteristics of:

Abnormal behavior … Dan. 4:32–34

Self-destruction … Matt. 17:14–18

Distinct from demon possession … Matt. 4:24

B. Figurative of:

The result of moral instability … Jer. 25:15–17; Jer. 51:7

God’s judgment … Zech. 12:4

Inscription—a statement written or engraved

On Christ’s cross … Luke 23:38; John 19:19–22

On an altar … Acts 17:23

Roman coin … Mark 12:16

Insects of the Bible

A. Characteristics of:

Created by God … Gen. 1:24, 25 

Some clean … Lev. 11:21, 22

Some unclean … Lev. 11:23, 24

B. List of:

Ant … Prov. 6:6

Bee … Judg. 14:8

Cricket … Lev. 11:22

Caterpillar … Ps. 78:46

Flea … 1 Sam. 24:14

Fly … Eccl. 10:1

Gnat … Matt. 23:24

Grasshopper … Lev. 11:22

Hornet … Deut. 7:20

Leech … Prov. 30:15

Locust … Ex. 10:4

Moth … Is. 50:9

Spider … Prov. 30:28

Worms … Ex. 16:20

C. Illustrative of:

Design in nature … Prov. 30:24–28

Troubles … Ps. 118:12

Insignificance … 1 Sam. 24:14

Desolation … Joel 1:4

Appetite … Prov. 30:15

Transitoriness … Is. 51:8; Matt. 6:20

Vast numbers … Judg. 6:5

Insecurity—a state of anxiety about earthly needs

A. Descriptive of:

Wicked … Ps. 37:1, 2, 10

Riches … 1 Tim. 6:17

Those trusting in themselves … Luke 12:16–21

B. Cure of:

Steadfast of mind … Is. 26:3

Rely upon God’s promises … Ps. 37:1–26

Remember God’s provision … Phil. 4:9–19

Put God first … Matt. 6:25–34

Insensibility—deadness of spiritual life

A. Kinds of:

Physical … Judg. 19:26–29

Spiritual … Jer. 5:3, 21

Judicial … Acts 28:25–28

B. Causes of:

Seared conscience … 1 Tim. 4:2

Spiritual ignorance … Eph. 4:18, 19

Wanton pleasure … 1 Tim. 5:6

Insincerity—hypocritical deceitfulness

A. Manifested in:

Mock ceremonies … Is. 58:3–6

Unwilling preaching … Jon. 4:1–11

Trumped up questions … Matt. 22:15–22

Boastful pretentions … Luke 22:33

B. Those guilty of:

Hypocrites … Luke 11:42–47

False teachers … Gal. 6:12, 13

Immature Christians … 1 Cor. 4:17–21

See Hypocrisy

Insomnia—inability to sleep

A. Causes of:

Excessive work … Gen. 31:40

Worry … Esth. 6:1

Dreams … Dan. 2:1

Conscience … Dan. 6:9–18

B. Cure of:

Trust … Ps. 3:5, 6

Peacefulness … Ps. 4:8

Confidence … Ps. 127:1, 2

Obedience … Prov. 6:20–22

Fearlessness … Prov. 3:24

Inspiration of the Scriptures

A. Expressed by:

“The LORD said to me” … Jer. 13:1

“The word of the LORD came” … 1 Kin. 16:1

“It is written” … Rom. 10:15

“As the Holy Spirit says” … Heb. 3:7

“According to the Scripture” … James 2:8

“My words in your mouth” … Jer. 1:9, 10

B. Described as:

Inspired by God … 2 Tim. 3:16

Moved by the Holy Spirit … 2 Pet. 1:21

Christ-centered … Luke 24:27; 2 Cor. 13:3

C. Modes of:

Direct speech … Ex. 19:19; Ex. 34:27, 28

By angels … Zech. 1:12–17

Different … Heb. 1:1

Inner impulse … Judg. 13:25; Jer. 20:9

A voice … Rev. 1:10

Dreams … Dan. 7:1

Visions … Ezek. 11:24, 25

D. Proofs of:

Fulfilled prophecy … Jer. 28:15–17; Luke 24:27, 44, 45

Miracles attesting … Ex. 4:1–9; ; 2 Kin. 1:10–14

Teachings supporting … Deut. 4:8; Ps. 19:7–11

Eyewitness reports … Luke 1:2; 1 John 1:1–4

E. Design of:

Reveal God’s mysteries … Amos 3:7; 1 Cor. 2:10

Reveal the future … Acts 1:16; 1 Pet. 1:10–12

Instruct and edify … Mic. 3:8; Acts 1:8

Counteract distortion … 2 Cor. 13:1–3; Gal. 1:6–11

F. Results of:

Unbreakable … John 10:34–36

Eternal … Matt. 24:35

Authoritative … Matt. 4:4, 7, 10

Trustworthy … Ps. 119:160

Verbally accurate … Matt. 22:32, 43–46; Gal. 3:16

Sanctifying … 2 Tim. 3:16, 17

Effective … Jer. 23:29; 2 Tim. 3:15

See Word of God

Instability—lack of firmness of convictions

A. Causes of:

Deception … Gal. 3:1; Col. 2:4–8

Immaturity … 1 Tim. 3:6

False teaching … 2 Cor. 11:3, 4; Gal. 1:6–11

Lack of depth … Heb. 5:11–14

Unsettled mind … Eph. 4:14; James 1:6–8

B. Examples of:

Pharaoh … Ex. 10:8–20

Israel … Judg. 2:17

Solomon … 1 Kin. 11:1–8

Disciples … John 6:66

John Mark … Acts 15:37, 38

Galatians … Gal. 1:6

Instinct—inbred characteristic

Of animals … Is. 1:3

Of birds … Jer. 8:7

Instruction—imparting knowledge to others

A. Given by:

Parents … Deut. 6:6–25

Priests … Deut. 24:8

God … Jer. 32:33

Pastors … Eph. 4:11

Teachers … Neh. 8:7, 8

Paraclete (the Holy Spirit) … John 14:26

B. Means of:

Nature … Prov. 6:6–11

Human nature … Prov. 24:30–34

Law … Rom. 2:18

Proverbs … Prov. 1:1–30

Songs … Deut. 32:1–44

History … 1 Cor. 10:1–11

God’s Word … 2 Tim. 3:15, 16

See Education; Teaching, teachers

Instrument—a tool or implement

For threshing … 2 Sam. 24:22

For sacrifices … Ezek. 40:42

Of iron … 2 Sam. 12:31

Body members, used as … Rom. 6:13

See Music

Insult—to treat insolently

Ignored by King Saul … 1 Sam. 10:26, 27

Job treated with … Job 30:1, 9, 10

Children punished because of … 2 Kin. 2:23, 24

Pharisees treat Jesus with … Matt. 12:24, 25

Paul’s reaction to … Acts 23:1–5

Forbidden … 1 Pet. 3:8, 9

Insurrection—rebellion against constituted authority

In Jerusalem … Ezra 4:19

Absalom’s miserable … 2 Sam. 18:32, 33

Attempted by Jews … Mark 15:7

Integrity—moral uprightness

A. Manifested in:

Moral uprightness … Gen. 20:3–10

Unselfish service … Num. 16:15

Performing vows … Jer. 35:12–19

Rejecting bribes … Acts 8:18–23

Honest behavior … 2 Cor. 7:2

B. Illustrated in:

Job’s life … Job 2:3, 9, 10

David’s kingship … Ps. 7:8

Nehemiah’s service … Neh. 5:14–19

Daniel’s rule … Dan. 6:1–4

Paul’s ministry … 2 Cor. 4:2

Intemperance—not restraining the appetites

A. Manifested in:

Drunkenness … Prov. 23:19–35

Gluttony … Titus 1:12

Immorality … Rom. 1:26, 27

B. Evils of:

Puts the flesh first … Phil. 3:19

Brings about death … 1 Sam. 25:36–38

See Drunkenness

Intention—a fixed determination to do a specified thing

A. Good:

Commended but not allowed … 1 Kin. 8:17–19

Planned but delayed … Rom. 15:24–28

B. Evil:

Restrained by God … Gen. 31:22–31

Turned to good by God … Gen. 45:4–8

Overruled by God’s providence … Esth. 9:23–25

C. Of Christ:

Predicted … Ps. 40:6–8

Announced … Matt. 20:18–28

Misunderstood … Matt. 16:21–23

Fulfilled … John 19:28–30

Explained … Luke 24:25–47

Interbreeding—crossbreed

Forbidden:

In animals, vegetables, cloth … Lev. 19:19

Intercession—prayer offered in behalf of others

A. Purposes of:

Secure healing … James 5:14–16

Avert judgment … Num. 14:11–21

Insure deliverance … 1 Sam. 7:5–9

Give blessings … Num. 6:23–27

Obtain restoration … Job 42:8–10

For infilling of the Holy Spirit … Acts 8:15–17; Eph. 3:14–19

Encourage repentance … Rom. 10:1–4

B. Characteristics of:

Pleading … Gen. 18:23–33

Specific … Gen. 24:12–15

Victorious … Ex. 17:9–12

Very intense … Ex. 32:31, 32

Quickly answered … Num. 27:15–23

Confessing … 2 Sam. 24:17

Personal … 1 Chr. 29:19

Covenant pleading … Neh. 1:4–11

Unselfish … Acts 7:60

C. Examples of:

Abraham … Gen. 18:23–32

David … 1 Chr. 29:19

Moses … Ex. 32:11–13

Joshua … Josh. 7:6–9

Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 20:5–13

Isaiah … 2 Chr. 32:20

Daniel … Dan. 9:3–19

Christ … John 17:1–26; Rom. 8:34

Stephen … Acts 7:60

Christians … Acts 12:12

Holy Spirit … Rom. 8:26

Paul … Col. 1:9–12

Intercourse—copulation

Kinds of, forbidden:

With neighbor’s wife … Lev. 18:20

With animal … Lev. 18:23

Interest—money charged on borrowed money; usury

From poor man, forbidden … Ex. 22:25

From a stranger, permitted … Deut. 23:19, 20

Exaction of, unprofitable … Prov. 28:8

Condemned as a sin … Ezek. 18:8–17

Exaction of, rebuked … Neh. 5:1–13

Reward for nonexaction of … Ps. 15:5

Used to illustrate … Luke 19:23

Intermediate state—the state of the believer between death and the resurrection

A. Described as:

Like sleep … John 11:11–14

“Far better” … Phil. 1:21, 23

“Present with the Lord” … 2 Cor. 5:6, 8

B. Characteristics of:

Persons identifiable … Matt. 17:3

Conscious and enjoyable … Ps. 17:15; Luke 16:25

Unchangeable … Luke 16:26

Without the body … 2 Cor. 5:1–4; Rev. 6:9

Awaiting the resurrection … Phil. 3:20, 21; 1 Thess. 4:13–18

See Immortality

Interpretation—making the unknown known

A. Things in need of:

Dreams … Gen. 41:15–36

Languages … Gen. 42:23

Writings … Dan. 5:7–31

Scripture … Acts 8:30–35

Tongues … 1 Cor. 12:10

B. Agents of:

Jesus Christ … Luke 24:25–47

Holy Spirit … 1 Cor. 2:11–16

Angels … Luke 1:26–37

Prophets and apostles … Eph. 3:2–11

Intestines (see Entrails)

Intimidation—suggesting possible harm if one acts contrary to another’s wishes

Attitudes toward:

Discovers its deceit … Neh. 6:5–13

Do not yield … Jer. 26:8–16

Go steadfastly on … Dan. 6:6–10

Answer boldly … Amos 7:12–17

Intolerance—active opposition to the views of others

A. Of the state against:

Jews … Esth. 3:12, 13

Rival religions … Dan. 3:13–15

Christian faith … Rev. 13:1–18

B. Of the Jews against:

Their prophets … Matt. 23:31–35

Christ … Luke 4:28–30

Christians … Acts 5:40, 41

Christianity … Acts 17:1–8

C. Of the church against:

Evil … 2 Cor. 6:14–18

False teaching … 2 John 10, 11

False religions … Gal. 1:6–9

D. Manifestations of:

Prejudice … Acts 21:27–32

Persecution … Acts 13:50

Passion … Acts 9:1, 2, 21

Intrigue—using hidden methods to cause another’s downfall

A. Characteristics of:

Deceit … Gen. 27:6–23

Plausible arguments … Judg. 9:1–6

Subtle maneuvers … 2 Sam. 15:1–13

False front … 2 Kin. 10:18–28

Political trickery … Esth. 3:5–10

B. Against Christ by:

Herod … Matt. 2:8, 12–16

Satan … Matt. 4:3–11

Jews … Luke 11:53, 54

Investigation—close examination

A. Characteristics of:

Involves research … Ezra 6:1–13

Causes sought out … Eccl. 1:13, 17

Claims checked … Num. 13:1–25

Suspicions followed through … Josh. 22:10–30

Historic parallels cited … Jer. 26:17–24

B. Lack of:

Cause of later trouble … Josh. 9:3–23

Productive of evil … Dan. 5:22, 23

Investments, spiritual

In heavenly riches … Matt. 6:20

Dividends later paid … 1 Tim. 6:19

Invisible—the unseeable

Created by Christ … Col. 1:15, 16

God is … 1 Tim. 1:17

Faith sees … Heb. 11:27

Invitations of the Bible

Come:

And reason … Is. 1:18

My people … Is. 26:20

Buy wine and milk … Is. 55:1

“To Me” … Is. 55:3; Matt. 11:28

And see … John 1:46

And rest … Matt. 11:28

After Me … Mark 1:17

Take up the cross … Mark 10:21

To the marriage … Matt. 22:4

Everything is ready … Luke 14:17

The blessed … Matt. 25:34

Threefold … Rev. 22:17

Iphdeiah—the Lord redeems

A descendant of Benjamin … 1 Chr. 8:1, 25

Ira—watchful

1. Priest to David … 2 Sam. 20:26

2. One of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:26; 1 Chr. 11:28

3. Ithrite … 2 Sam. 23:38; 1 Chr. 11:40

Irad—fugitive

Son of Enoch; grandson of Cain … Gen. 4:18

Iram—aroused

Edomite chief … Gen. 36:43; 1 Chr. 1:54

Iri—urbane

Benjamite … 1 Chr. 7:7

Irijah—Yahweh sees

Accuses Jeremiah of desertion … Jer. 37:13, 14

Ir-Nahash—serpent city

City of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:1, 12

Iron—a useful metal

A. Features concerning:

Used very early … Gen. 4:22

Used in weapons … Job 20:24

B. Items made of:

Armor … 2 Sam. 23:7

Ax … 2 Kin. 6:5

Bedstead … Deut. 3:11

Chariot … Josh. 17:16, 18

Gate … Acts 12:10

Gods … Dan. 5:4, 23

Pen … Job 19:24

Tools … 1 Kin. 6:7; 2 Sam. 12:31

Vessels … Josh. 6:24

Weapons … Job 20:24

Yokes … Deut. 28:48

Implements … Gen. 4:22

C. Figurative of:

Affliction … Deut. 4:20

Barrenness … Deut. 28:23

Authority … Ps. 2:9

Stubbornness … Is. 48:4

Slavery … Jer. 28:13, 14

Strength … Dan. 2:33–41

Insensibility … 1 Tim. 4:2

Iron—conspicuous

City of Naphtali … Josh. 19:38

Irony—a pretense of ignorance

Show contempt … 2 Sam. 6:20

Mockery … 1 Kin. 18:27

Rebuke distrust … 1 Kin. 22:13–17

Multiply transgression … Amos 4:4

Mocked honor … Matt. 27:29

Deflate the wise … 2 Cor. 11:19, 20

Irpeel—God heals

Town of Benjamin … Josh. 18:21, 27

Irreconcilable—violators of agreements; opposing compromise

Characteristic of the last days … 2 Tim. 3:1, 3

Irrigation—supply with water

Not usually needed … Deut. 11:11, 14

Source of … Eccl. 2:5, 6

Figurative of spiritual life … Is. 43:19, 20; Is. 58:11

Irritability—the quality of easily being provoked to anger

A. Characteristics of:

Quick temper … 1 Sam. 20:30–33

Morose disposition … 1 Sam. 25:3, 36–39

Hotheaded … Gen. 49:6

Complaining … Ex. 14:10–14

B. Cure by God’s:

Love … 1 Cor. 13:4–7

Peace … Phil. 4:7, 8

Spirit … Gal. 5:22–26

Ir Shemesh—city of the sun

Danite city … Josh. 19:41

Same as Beth Shemesh … 1 Kin. 4:9

Iru—watchful

Son of Caleb … 1 Chr. 4:15

Isaac—laughter

A. Life of:

Son of Abraham and Sarah … Gen. 21:1–3

His birth promised … Gen. 17:16–18

Heir of the covenant … Gen. 17:19, 21

Born and circumcised … Gen. 21:1–8

Weaned … Gen. 21:8

Offered up as a sacrifice … Gen. 22:1–19; Heb. 11:17–19

Secures Rebekah as wife … Gen. 24:1–67

Buries his father … Gen. 25:8, 9

Father of Esau and Jacob … Gen. 25:19–26

Prefers Esau … Gen. 25:27, 28

Lives in Gerar … Gen. 26:1, 6

Covenant reaffirmed with … Gen. 26:2–5

Lies to Abimelech … Gen. 26:7–11

Becomes prosperous … Gen. 26:12–14

Trouble over wells … Gen. 26:14–22

Covenant with Abimelech … Gen. 26:23–33

Grieves over Esau … Gen. 26:34, 35

Deceived by Jacob … Gen. 27:1–25

Blesses his sons … Gen. 27:26–40

Dies in his old age … Gen. 35:28, 29

B. Character of:

Obedient … Gen. 22:9

Peaceable … Gen. 26:14–22

Thoughtful … Gen. 24:63

Prayerful … Gen. 25:21; Gen. 26:25

C. Significance of:

Child of promise … Gal. 4:22, 23

Man of faith … Heb. 11:9, 20

Type of believers … Gal. 4:28–31

Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:34

Patriarch of Israel … Ex. 32:13

Isaiah—Yahweh is salvation

A. Life of:

Son of Amoz … Is. 1:1

Prophesies during reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah … Is. 1:1

Contemporary of Amos and Hosea … Hos. 1:1; Amos 1:1

Responds to prophetic call … Is. 6:1–13

Protests against policy of Ahaz … Is. 7:1–25; Is. 8:1–22

Gives symbolic names to his sons … Is. 8:1–4, 18

Walks naked and barefoot … Is. 20:2, 3

Encourages Hezekiah … 2 Kin. 19:1–34

Warns Hezekiah of death … 2 Kin. 20:1

Instructs Hezekiah concerning his recovery … 2 Kin. 20:4–11

Upbraids Hezekiah for his acts … 2 Kin. 20:12–19

Isaiah—continued

Writes Uzziah’s biography … 2 Chr. 26:22

Writes Hezekiah’s biography … 2 Chr. 32:32

B. Messianic prophecies of:

Christ’s birth … Is. 7:14; Is. 11:1–9; Matt. 1:22, 23

John’s coming … Is. 40:3; Matt. 3:3

Christ’s mission … Is. 61:1, 2; Luke 4:17–19

Christ’s death … Is. 53:1–12; Matt. 8:17; 1 Pet. 2:21–25

Christ as Servant … Is. 42:1–4; Matt. 12:17–21

Gospel invitation … Is. 55:1–13; Acts 13:34

Conversion of Gentiles … Is. 11:10; Rom. 15:8–12

C. Other prophecies of:

Assyrian invasion … Is. 8:1–4

Babylon’s fall … Is. 13:1–22

Devastation of Moab … Is. 16:1–14

Tyre and Sidon condemned … Is. 23:1–18

Destruction of Sennacherib … Is. 37:14–38

Babylonian captivity … Is. 39:3–7

D. Other features concerning:

Calls Christ Immanuel … Is. 7:14

Names Cyrus … Is. 45:1–3

Eunuch reads from … Acts 8:27, 28, 30

Quoted in New Testament … Rom. 9:27, 29; Rom. 10:16, 20, 21; Rom. 11:26, 27

Isaiah, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Call of Isaiah … Is. 6

Promise of Immanuel … Is. 7:10–25

Prophecies against nations … Is. 13–23

Historical section … Is. 36–39

Songs of the Servant … Is. 42; 49–53

Future hope of Zion … Is. 66

Iscah—watchful

Daughter of Haran … Gen. 11:29

Iscariot, Judas—man of Kerioth

A. Life of:

Listed among the Twelve … Mark 3:14, 19

Called Iscariot and a traitor … Luke 6:16

Criticizes Mary … John 12:3–5

Treasurer … John 13:29

Entered by Satan … Luke 22:3

Identified as betrayer … John 13:21–26

Sells out Christ … Matt. 26:14–16

Betrays Christ with a kiss … Mark 14:10, 11, 43–45

Returns betrayal money … Matt. 27:3–10

Commits suicide … Matt. 27:5

Goes to his own place … Acts 1:16–20, 25

Better not to have been born … Matt. 26:24

B. Described as:

Thief … John 12:6

Callous … John 12:4–6

Deceitful … Matt. 26:14–16

Possessed by Satan … John 13:27

Son of perdition … John 17:12

Devil … John 6:70, 71

Ishbah—he praises

Man of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:17

Ishbak—leaving

Son of Abraham and Keturah … Gen. 25:2

Ishbi-Benob—my dwelling is at Nob

Philistine giant … 2 Sam. 21:16, 17

Ishbosheth—man of shame

One of Saul’s sons … 2 Sam. 2:8

Made king … 2 Sam. 2:8–10

Offends Abner … 2 Sam. 3:7–11

Slain; but assassins executed … 2 Sam. 4:1–12

Ishhod—man of majesty

Manassite … 1 Chr. 7:18

Ishi—salutary

1. Son of Appaim … 1 Chr. 2:31

2. Descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:20

3. Simeonite whose sons destroyed Amalekites … 1 Chr. 4:42

4. Manassite leader … 1 Chr. 5:23, 24

Ishiah—Yahweh will lend

Son of Izrahiah … 1 Chr. 7:3

See Isshiah

Ishijah—Yahweh will lend

Son of Harim … Ezra 10:31

Ishma—desolate

Man of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:1, 3

Ishmael—God hears

1. Abram’s son by Hagar … Gen. 16:3, 4, 15

Angel foretells his name and character … Gen. 16:11–16

Circumcised at 13 … Gen. 17:25

Mocks at Isaac’s feast … Gen. 21:8, 9

Evidence of fleshly origin … Gal. 4:22–31

Becomes an archer … Gen. 21:20

Dwells in wilderness … Gen. 21:21

Marries an Egyptian … Gen. 21:21

Buries his father … Gen. 25:9

Dies at age 137 … Gen. 25:17

His genealogy … Gen. 25:12–19; 1 Chr. 1:29–31

2. Descendant of Jonathan … 1 Chr. 8:38

3. Father of Zebadiah … 2 Chr. 19:11

4. Military officer under Joash … 2 Chr. 23:1–3, 11

5. Son of Nethaniah; instigates murder of Gedaliah … 2 Kin. 25:22–25

6. Priest who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:22

Ishmaelites—descendants of Ishmael

Settle at Havilah … Gen. 25:17, 18

Joseph sold to … Gen. 37:25–28

Sell Joseph to Potiphar … Gen. 39:1

Wear golden earrings … Judg. 8:22, 24

Become known as Arabians … 2 Chr. 17:11

Ishmaiah—Yahweh hears

1. Gibeonite … 1 Chr. 12:4

2. Tribal chief in Zebulun … 1 Chr. 27:19

Ishmerai—Yahweh keeps

Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:18

Ishpan—he will hide

Son of Shashak … 1 Chr. 8:22, 25

Ish-Tob—man of Tob

Small kingdom of Aram … 2 Sam. 10:6, 8

Jephthah seeks asylum in … Judg. 11:3, 5

Ishuah—he is equal

Son of Asher … Gen. 46:17

Called Ishvah … 1 Chr. 7:30

Ishvi—man of Yahweh

Son of Asher and chief … 1 Chr. 7:30

Called Isui … Gen. 46:17

Island—surrounded by water

List of:

Caphtor (Crete?) … Jer. 47:4

Clauda … Acts 27:16

Chios … Acts 20:15

Cos … Acts 21:1

Crete … Acts 27:12

Cyprus … Acts 11:19

Elishah … Ezek. 27:7

Malta … Acts 28:1, 7, 9

Patmos … Rev. 1:9

Rhodes … Acts 21:1

Samos … Acts 20:15

Samothrace … Acts 16:11

Syracuse … Acts 28:12

Tyre … Is. 23:1, 2

Ismachiah—Yahweh will sustain

Temple overseer … 2 Chr. 31:13

Ispah—to lay bare

Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:16

Israel—God strives

A. Used literally of:

Jacob … Gen. 32:28

Descendants of Jacob … Gen. 49:16, 28

Ten northern tribes (in contrast to Judah) … 1 Sam. 11:8

Restored nation after exile … Ezra 9:1

B. Used spiritually of:

Messiah … Is. 49:3

God’s redeemed ones … Rom. 9:6–13

The church … Gal. 6:16

Israelites—descendants of Israel (Jacob)

A. Brief history of:

Begin as a nation in Egypt … Ex. 1:12, 20

Afflicted in Egypt … Ex. 1:12–22

Moses becomes their leader … Ex. 3:1–22

Saved from plagues … Ex. 9:4, 6, 26

Expelled from Egypt … Ex. 12:29–36

Pass through Red Sea … Ex. 14:1–31

Receive Law at Sinai … Ex. 19:1–25

Sin at Sinai … Ex. 32:1–35

Rebel at Kadesh … Num. 13:1–33

Wander 40 years … Num. 14:26–39

Cross Jordan … Josh. 4:1–24

Conquer Canaan … Josh. 12:1–24

God’s promise fulfilled … Josh. 21:43–45

Ruled by judges … Judg. 2:1–23

Samuel becomes leader … 1 Sam. 7:1–17

Seek to have a king … 1 Sam. 8:1–22

Saul chosen king … 1 Sam. 10:18–27

David becomes king … 2 Sam. 2:1–4

Solomon becomes king … 1 Kin. 1:28–40

Kingdom divided … 1 Kin. 12:1–33

Israel (northern kingdom) carried captive … 2 Kin. 17:5–23

Judah (southern kingdom) carried captive … 2 Kin. 24:1–20

70 years in exile … 2 Chr. 36:20, 21

Return after exile … Ezra 1:1–5

Nation rejects Christ … Matt. 27:20–27





Nation destroyed … Luke 21:20–24; 1 Thess. 2:14–16

B. Blessed with:

Great leaders … Heb. 11:8–40

Inspired prophets … 1 Pet. 1:10–12

God’s oracles … Rom. 3:2

Priesthood … Rom. 9:3–5

The Law … Gal. 3:16–25

Messianic promises … Acts 3:18–26

Tabernacle … Heb. 9:1–10

Messiah … Dan. 9:24–27

God’s covenant … Jer. 31:31–33

Regathering … Is. 27:12; Jer. 16:15, 16

C. Sins of:

Idolatry … Hos. 13:1–4

Hypocrisy … Is. 1:11–14

Disobedience … Jer. 7:22–28

Externalism … Matt. 23:1–33

Unbelief … Rom. 11:1–31

Works—righteousness … Phil. 3:4–9

D. Punishments upon:

Defeat … Lev. 26:36–38

Curses upon … Deut. 28:15–46

Captivity … Judg. 2:13–23

Destruction … Luke 19:42–44

Dispersion … Deut. 4:26–28

Blindness … Rom. 11:25

Forfeiture of blessings … Acts 13:42–49

Replaced by Gentiles … Rom. 11:11–20

See Jews

Israel, the religion of

A. History of:

Call of Abram … Gen. 12:1–3

Canaan promised … Gen. 15:18–21

Covenant at Sinai … Ex. 20

Covenant at Shechem … Josh. 24:1–28

Ark brought to Jerusalem … 2 Sam. 6

Dedication of the temple … 1 Kin. 8:1–66

Reform movements … 2 Kin. 23:4–14; 2 Chr. 29:3–36

Destruction of Jerusalem … Jer. 6

Restoration of the Law … Neh. 8; 9

B. Beliefs about God:

Creator … Gen. 1:1 ; Ps. 104:24

Sustainer of creation … Ps. 104:27–30

Active in human affairs … Deut. 26:5–15

Omniscient … Ps. 139:1–6

Omnipresent … Jer. 23:23, 24

Everlasting … Ps. 90:2

Moral … Ex. 34:6, 7

Issachar—man of hire

1. Jacob’s fifth son … Gen. 30:17, 18

2. Tribe of, descendants of Jacob’s fifth son … Num. 26:23, 24

Prophecy concerning … Gen. 49:14, 15

Census at Sinai … Num. 1:28, 29

Second census … Num. 26:25

On Gerizim … Deut. 27:12

Inheritance of … Josh. 19:17–23

Assists Deborah … Judg. 5:15

At David’s coronation … 1 Chr. 12:32

Census in David’s time … 1 Chr. 7:1–5

Attended Hezekiah’s Passover … 2 Chr. 30:18

Prominent person of … Judg. 10:1

12,000 of, sealed … Rev. 7:7

3. Gatekeeper … 1 Chr. 26:1, 5

Isshiah, Jisshiah, Jesshiah—Yahweh exists

1. Mighty man of David … 1 Chr. 12:1, 6

2. Kohathite Levite … 1 Chr. 23:20; 1 Chr. 24:25

3. Levite and family head … 1 Chr. 24:21

Isui (see Ishvi)

Italy—a peninsula of southern Europe

Soldiers of, in Caesarea … Acts 10:1

Jews expelled from … Acts 18:2

Paul sails for … Acts 27:1, 6

Christians in … Acts 28:14

Itching ears—descriptive of desire for something exciting

Characteristic of the last days … 2 Tim. 4:2, 3

Ithai—with me (is Yahweh)

Son of Ribai … 1 Chr. 11:31

Also called Ittai … 2 Sam. 23:29

Ithamar—island of palms

Youngest son of Aaron … Ex. 6:23

Consecrated as priest … Ex. 28:1

Duty entrusted to … Ex. 38:21

Jurisdiction over Gershonites and Merarites … Num. 4:21–33

Founder of Levitical family … 1 Chr. 24:4–6

Ithiel—God is with me

1. Man addressed by Agur … Prov. 30:1

2. Benjamite … Neh. 11:7

Ithmah—bereavement

Moabite of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:46

Ithnan—perennial

Town in south Judah … Josh. 15:23

Ithran, Jithran—excellent

1. Son of Dishon … Gen. 36:26

2. Son of Zophah … 1 Chr. 7:37

Same as Jether … 1 Chr. 7:38

Ithream—residue of the people

Son of David … 2 Sam. 3:2–5

Ithrite—preeminence

Family dwelling at Kirjath Jearim … 1 Chr. 2:53

One of David’s guard … 2 Sam. 23:38

Ittai—with me (is Yahweh)

1. One of David’s guard … 2 Sam. 23:23–29

2. Native of Gath; one of David’s commanders … 2 Sam. 15:18–22

Iturea—pertaining to Jetur

Ruled by Philip … Luke 3:1

Ivah—sky

City conquered by the Assyrians … Is. 37:13

Ivory—the tusks of certain mammals

Imported from Tarshish … 1 Kin. 10:22

Imported from Cyprus … Ezek. 27:6, 15

Ahab’s palace made of … 1 Kin. 22:39

Thrones made of … 1 Kin. 10:18

Beds made of … Amos 6:4

Sign of luxury … Amos 3:15

Figuratively used … Song 5:14

Descriptive of wealth … Ps. 45:8

Among Babylon’s trade … Rev. 18:12

Izhar, Izehar—shining

Son of Kohath … Ex. 6:18, 21; Num. 3:19

Ancestor of the Izharites … Num. 3:27 1 Chr. 6:38

Izrahiah—Yahweh will shine

Chief of Issachar … 1 Chr. 7:1, 3

Izrahite—descendant of Izrah

Applied to Shamhuth … 1 Chr. 27:8


J

Jaakan, Akan

Son of Ezer … 1 Chr. 1:42

Also called Akan … Gen. 36:27

Of Horite origin … Gen. 36:20–27

Tribe of, at Beeroth … Deut. 10:6

Dispossessed by Edomites … Deut. 2:12

Same as Bene Jaakan … Num. 33:31, 32

Jaakobah—heel catcher

Simeonite … 1 Chr. 4:36

Jaala—wild she-goat

Family head of exile returnees … Ezra 2:56

Descendants of Solomon’s servants … Neh. 7:57, 58

Jaalam

Son of Esau … Gen. 36:5, 18

Jaanai—answerer

Gadite chief … 1 Chr. 5:12

Jaare-Oregim—forests of weavers

Father of Elhanan … 2 Sam. 21:19

Also called Jair … 1 Chr. 20:5

Jaareshiah—Yahweh nourishes

Benjamite head … 1 Chr. 8:27

Jaasai—Yahweh makes

Son of Bani; divorced foreign wife … Ezra 10:37

Jaasiel—God makes

1. One of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:47

2. Son of Abner … 1 Chr. 27:21

Jaazaniah—Yahweh hearkens

1. Military commander supporting Gedaliah … 2 Kin. 25:23

2. Rechabite leader … Jer. 35:3

3. Idolatrous Israelite elder … Ezek. 8:11

4. Son of Azzur; seen in Ezekiel’s vision … Ezek. 11:1

Jaaziah—Yahweh strengthens

Merarite Levite … 1 Chr. 24:26, 27

Jaaziel—God strengthens

Levite musician … 1 Chr. 15:18, 20

Jabal—moving

Son of Lamech; father of herdsmen … Gen. 4:20

Jabbok—luxuriant river

River entering the Jordan about 20 miles north of the Dead Sea … Num. 21:24

Scene of Jacob’s conflict … Gen. 32:22–32

Boundary marker … Deut. 3:16

Jabesh—dry

1. Father of Shallum … 2 Kin. 15:10, 13, 14

2. Abbreviated name of Jabesh Gilead … 1 Sam. 11:1–10

Jabesh Gilead—Jabesh of Gilead

Consigned to destruction … Judg. 21:8–15

Saul struck the Ammonites here … 1 Sam. 11:1–11

Citizens of, rescue Saul’s body … 1 Sam. 31:11–13

David thanks citizens of … 2 Sam. 2:4–7

Jabez—he makes sorrowful

1. City of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:55

2. Man of Judah noted for his prayer … 1 Chr. 4:9, 10

Jabin—He (God) perceives

1. Canaanite king of Hazor; leads confederacy against Joshua … Josh. 11:1–14

2. Another king of Hazor; oppresses Israelites … Judg. 4:2

Defeated by Deborah and Barak … Judg. 4:3–24

Immortalized in poetry … Judg. 5:1–31

Jabneel—built of God

1. Town in north Judah … Josh. 15:11

Probably same as Jabneh … 2 Chr. 26:6

2. Town of Naphtali … Josh. 19:33

Jachan—troubled

Gadite chief … 1 Chr. 5:13

Jachin—He (God) establishes

1. Son of Simeon … Gen. 46:10

Family head … Num. 26:12

Called Jarib … 1 Chr. 4:24

2. Descendant of Aaron … 1 Chr. 24:1, 17

Representatives of … Neh. 11:10

3. One of two pillars in front of Solomon’s temple … 1 Kin. 7:21, 22

Jacinth—a sapphire stone

In high priest’s breastplate … Ex. 28:19

Foundation stone … Rev. 21:20

Jacob—supplanter

Son of Isaac and Rebekah … Gen. 25:20–26; Hos. 12:2, 3

Younger of twins … Gen. 25:24–26

Born in answer to prayer … Gen. 25:21

Rebekah’s favorite … Gen. 25:27, 28

Obtains Esau’s birthright … Gen. 25:29–34; Heb. 12:16

Obtains Isaac’s blessing … Gen. 27:1–40

Hated by Esau … Gen. 27:41–46

Departs for Haran … Gen. 28:1–5

Sees heavenly ladder … Gen. 28:12

Makes a vow … Gen. 28:20–22

Covenant renewed with … Gen. 28:13–15

Meets Rachel and Laban … Gen. 29:1–14

Serves for Laban’s daughters … Gen. 29:15–30

His children … Gen. 29:31–35

Requests departure from Laban … Gen. 30:25–43

Flees from Laban … Gen. 31:1–21

Overtaken by Laban … Gen. 31:22–43

Covenant with Laban … Gen. 31:44–55

Meets angels … Gen. 32:1, 2

Sends message to Esau … Gen. 32:3–8

Prays earnestly … Gen. 32:9–12

Sends gifts to Esau … Gen. 32:13–21

Wrestles with an angel … Gen. 32:22–32; Hos. 12:3, 4

Name changed to Israel … Gen. 32:28

Reconciled to Esau … Gen. 33:1–16

Erects altar at Shechem … Gen. 33:17–20

Trouble over Dinah … Gen. 34:1–31

Renewal at Bethel … Gen. 35:1–15

Buries Rachel … Gen. 35:16–20

List of 12 sons … Gen. 35:22–26

Buries Isaac … Gen. 35:27–29

His favoritism toward Joseph … Gen. 37:1–31

Mourns over Joseph … Gen. 37:32–35

Sends sons to Egypt for food … Gen. 42:1–5

Allows Benjamin to go … Gen. 43:1–15

Revived by good news … Gen. 45:25–28

Goes with family to Egypt … Gen. 46:1–27

Meets Joseph … Gen. 46:28–34

Meets Pharaoh … Gen. 47:7–12

Makes Joseph swear … Gen. 47:28–31

Blesses Joseph’s sons … Gen. 48:1–22

Blesses his own sons … Gen. 49:1–28

Dies in Egypt … Gen. 49:29–33

Burial in Canaan … Gen. 50:1–14

Jacob

Father of Joseph, Mary’s husband … Matt. 1:15, 16

Jacob’s oracles—blessings and curses on Twelve Tribes

Recorded … Gen. 49:1–27

Jacob’s well

Christ teaches a Samaritan woman at … John 4:5–26

Jada—knowing

Grandson of Jerahmeel … 1 Chr. 2:26, 28, 32

Jaddai—praised

Son of Nebo … Ezra 10:43

Jaddua—known

1. Chief layman who signs the document … Neh. 10:21

2. Levite who returns with Zerubbabel … Neh. 12:8, 11

Jadon—he judges

Meronothite worker … Neh. 3:7

Jael—mountain goat

Wife of Heber the Kenite … Judg. 4:17

Slays Sisera … Judg. 4:17–22

Praised by Deborah … Judg. 5:24–27

Jagur—lodging place

Town in south Judah … Josh. 15:21

Jahath—comfort, revival

1. Grandson of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:2

2. Great-grandson of Levi … 1 Chr. 6:20, 43

3. Son of Shimei … 1 Chr. 23:10

4. Son of Shelomoth … 1 Chr. 24:22

5. Merarite Levite … 2 Chr. 34:12

Jahaz, Jahaza—a place trodden underfoot

Town in Moab at which Sihon was defeated … Num. 21:23

Assigned to Reubenites … Josh. 13:18

Levitical city … Josh. 21:36

Regained by Moabites … Is. 15:4

Same as Jahzah … 1 Chr. 6:78

Jahaziah—Yahweh sees

Postexilic returnee … Ezra 10:15

Jahaziel—God sees

1. Kohathite Levite … 1 Chr. 23:19

2. Benjamite warrior … 1 Chr. 12:4

3. Priest … 1 Chr. 16:6

4. Inspired Levite … 2 Chr. 20:14

Jahdai—Yahweh leads

Judahite … 1 Chr. 2:47

Jahdiel—God makes glad

Manassite chief … 1 Chr. 5:24

Jahdo—union

Gadite … 1 Chr. 5:14

Jahleel—wait for God

Son of Zebulun … Gen. 46:14

Family head … Num. 26:26

Jahleelites

Descendants of Jahleel … Num. 26:26

Jahmai—may God protect

Descendant of Issachar … 1 Chr. 7:1, 2

Jahzeel—God divides

Son of Naphtali … Gen. 46:24

Same as Jahziel … 1 Chr. 7:13

Jahzeelites

Descendants of Jahzeel … Num. 26:48

Jahzerah—prudent

Priest … 1 Chr. 9:12

Called Ahzai … Neh. 11:13

Jahziel (see Jahzeel)

Jailer—one who guards a prison

At Philippi, converted by Paul … Acts 16:19–34

Jair—he enlightens

1. Manassite warrior … Num. 32:41; Deut. 3:14

Conquers towns in Gilead … Num. 32:41

2. Eighth judge of Israel … Judg. 10:3–5

3. Father of Mordecai, Esther’s uncle … Esth. 2:5

4. Father of Elhanan … 1 Chr. 20:5

Called Jaare-Oregim … 2 Sam. 21:19

Jairite

Descendant of Jair, the Manassite … 2 Sam. 20:26

Jairus—Greek form of “Jair”

Ruler of the synagogue; Jesus raises his daughter … Mark 5:22–24, 35–43

Jakeh—pious

Father of Agur … Prov. 30:1

Jakim—He (God) raises up

1. Descendant of Aaron … 1 Chr. 24:1, 12

2. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:19

Jalon—passing the night

Calebite, son of Ezrah … 1 Chr. 4:17

Jambres (see Jannes and Jambres)

James—a form of Jacob

1. Son of Zebedee … Matt. 4:21

Fisherman … Matt. 4:21

One of the Twelve … Matt. 10:2

In business with Peter … Luke 5:10

Called Boanerges … Mark 3:17

Of fiery disposition … Luke 9:52–55

Causes contention … Mark 10:35–45

One of inner circle … Matt. 17:1

Present at transfiguration … Matt. 17:1–13

Sees the risen Lord … John 21:1, 2

Awaits the Holy Spirit … Acts 1:13

Slain by Herod Agrippa I … Acts 12:2

2. Son of Alphaeus; one of the Twelve … Matt. 10:3, 4

Identified usually as “the Less” … Mark 15:40

Brother of Joses … Matt. 27:56

3. Son of Joseph and Mary … Matt. 13:55, 56

Lord’s brother … Gal. 1:19

Rejects Christ’s claim … Mark 3:21

Becomes a believer … Acts 1:13, 14

Sees the risen Lord … 1 Cor. 15:7

Becomes moderator of Jerusalem Council … Acts 15:13–23

Paul confers with him … Gal. 2:9, 12

Wrote an epistle … James 1:1

Brother of Jude … Jude 1

James, the Epistle of—a book of the New Testament

Trials … James 1:2–8

Temptation … James 1:12–18

Doing the word … James 1:19–25

Faith and works … James 2:14–26

Patience … James 5:7–11

Converting the sinner … James 5:19, 20

Jamin—the right hand

1. Son of Simeon … Gen. 46:10

Family head … Ex. 6:14, 15

2. Man of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:27

3. Postexilic Levite; interprets the Law … Neh. 8:7, 8

Jaminites

Descendants of Jamin … Num. 26:12

Jamlech—whom He (God) makes king

Simeonite chief … 1 Chr. 4:34

Janna—a form of John

Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:23, 24

Jannes and Jambres

Two Egyptian magicians; oppose Moses … 2 Tim. 3:8

Compare account … Ex. 7:11–22

Janoah—rest; quiet

Town of Naphtali … 2 Kin. 15:29

Janohah

Border town of Ephraim … Josh. 16:6, 7

Janum—sleep

Town near Hebron … Josh. 15:53

Japheth—wide-spreading

One of Noah’s three sons … Gen. 5:32

Saved in the ark … 1 Pet. 3:20

Covers father’s nakedness … Gen. 9:23

Receives messianic blessing … Gen. 9:20–27

His descendants occupy Asia Minor and Europe … Gen. 10:2–5

Japhia—may He (God) cause to shine forth

1. King of Lachish; slain by Joshua … Josh. 10:3–27

2. One of David’s sons … 2 Sam. 5:13–15

3. Border town of Zebulun … Josh. 19:10, 12

Japhlet—He (God) will deliver

Asherite family … 1 Chr. 7:32, 33

Japhletites

Unidentified tribe on Joseph’s boundary … Josh. 16:1, 3

Jarah—honeycomb

Descendant of King Saul … 1 Chr. 9:42

Called Jehoaddah … 1 Chr. 8:36

Jareb—he will contend

Figurative description of Assyrian king … Hos. 5:13

Jared—descent

Father of Enoch … Gen. 5:15–20

Ancestor of Noah … 1 Chr. 1:2

Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:37

Jarha

Egyptian slave; marries master’s daughter … 1 Chr. 2:34–41

Jarib—he contends

1. Head of a Simeonite family … 1 Chr. 4:24

Called Jachin … Gen. 46:10

2. Man sent to search for Levites … Ezra 8:16, 17

3. Priest who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:18

Jarmuth—height

1. Royal city of Canaan … Josh. 10:3

King of, slain by Joshua … Josh. 10:3–27

Assigned to Judah … Josh. 15:20, 35

Inhabited after Exile … Neh. 11:29

2. Town in Issachar assigned to the Levites … Josh. 21:28, 29

Called Ramoth … 1 Chr. 6:73

Called Remeth … Josh. 19:21

Jaroah—new moon

Gadite chief … 1 Chr. 5:14

Jashen—sleeping

Sons of, in David’s bodyguard … 2 Sam. 23:32

Called Hashem … 1 Chr. 11:34

Jasher—upright

Book of, quoted … Josh. 10:13

Jashobeam—let the people return

1. Chief of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:11

Becomes military captain … 1 Chr. 27:2, 3

2. Benjamite warrior … 1 Chr. 12:1, 2, 6

Jashub—he returns

1. Issachar’s son … 1 Chr. 7:1

Head of family … Num. 26:24

Called Job … Gen. 46:13

2. Son of Bani; divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:29

Jashubi-Lehem—bread returns

A man of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:22

Jashubites

Descendants of Jashub … Num. 26:24

Jason—Greek equivalent for “Joshua” or “Jesus”

Welcomes Paul at Thessalonica … Acts 17:5–9

Described as Paul’s kinsman … Rom. 16:21

Jasper—a precious stone (quartz)

Set in high priest’s breastplate … Ex. 28:20

Descriptive of:

Tyre’s adornments … Ezek. 28:12, 13

Heavenly vision … Rev. 4:3

Jathniel—God bestows

Korahite gate-keepers … 1 Chr. 26:1, 2

Jattir—preeminence

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:48

Assigned to Aaron’s children … Josh. 21:13, 14

David sends spoil to … 1 Sam. 30:26, 27

Javan—Greece (Ionia)

Son of Japheth … Gen. 10:2, 4

Descendants of, to receive Good News … Is. 66:19, 20

Trade with Tyre … Ezek. 27:13, 19

King of, in Daniel’s visions … Dan. 8:21

Conflict with … Zech. 9:13

Javelin—a light, short spear

Used by Saul … 1 Sam. 18:10

Jaw—jawbone

Used figuratively of:

God’s sovereignty … Is. 30:28

Jawbone—cheekbone

Weapon used by Samson … Judg. 15:15–19

Jazer—helpful

Town east of Jordan near Gilead … 2 Sam. 24:5

Amorites driven from … Num. 21:32

Assigned to Gad … Josh. 13:24, 25

Becomes Levitical city … Josh. 21:34, 39

Taken by Moabites … Is. 16:8, 9

Desired by sons of Reuben and Gad … Num. 32:1–5

Jaziz—shining

Shepherd over David’s flocks … 1 Chr. 27:31

Jealous, jealousy

A. Kinds of:

Divine … Ex. 20:5

Marital … Num. 5:12–31

Motherly … Gen. 30:1

Brotherly … Gen. 37:4–28

Sectional … 2 Sam. 19:41–43

National … Judg. 8:1–3

B. Good causes of:

Zeal for the Lord … Num. 25:11

Concern over Christians … 2 Cor. 11:2

C. Evil causes of:

Favoritism … Gen. 37:3–11

Regard for names … 1 Cor. 3:3–5

Carnality … Amos 3:12–15; 2 Cor. 12:20

D. Described as:

Implacable … Prov. 6:34, 35

Cruel … Song 8:6

Burning … Deut. 29:20

Godly … 2 Cor. 11:2

E. Of God:

His name … Ex. 34:14

For His preeminence … Ex. 20:5; 1 Cor. 10:21, 22

Over idolatry … Ps. 78:58

Jearim—forests

Mountain 10 miles west of Jerusalem … Josh. 15:10

Jeatherai—steadfast

Descendant of Levi … 1 Chr. 6:21

Also called Ethni … 1 Chr. 6:41

Jeberechiah—Yahweh blesses

Father of Zechariah (not the prophet) … Is. 8:2

Jebus—trodden underfoot

Same as Jerusalem … 1 Chr. 11:4

Entry denied to David … 1 Chr. 11:5

Levite came near … Judg. 19:1, 11

See Zion; Sion

Jebusites

Descendants of Canaan … Gen. 10:15, 16

Mountain tribe … Num. 13:29

Land of, promised to Israel … Gen. 15:18–21

Adoni-Zedek, their king, raises confederacy … Josh. 10:1–5

Their king killed by Joshua … Josh. 10:23–26

Join fight against Joshua … Josh. 11:1–5

Assigned to Benjamin … Josh. 18:28

Royal city not taken … Judg. 1:21

Taken by David … 2 Sam. 5:6–8

Old inhabitants remain … 2 Sam. 24:16–25

Become slaves … 1 Kin. 9:20, 21

Jecamiah (see Jekamiah)

Jecholiah—Yahweh is able

Mother of King Azariah … 2 Kin. 15:2; 2 Chr. 26:3

Jeconiah—Yahweh establishes

Variant form of Jehoiachin … 1 Chr. 3:16, 17

Abbreviated to Coniah … Jer. 22:24, 28

Son of Josiah … Matt. 1:11

See Jehoiachin

Jedaiah—Yahweh has been kind

1. Priestly family … 1 Chr. 24:7

2. Head of the priests … Neh. 12:6

3. Another head priest … Neh. 12:7, 21

4. Simeonite … 1 Chr. 4:37

5. Postexilic worker … Neh. 3:10

6. One who brings gifts for the temple … Zech. 6:10, 14

Jediael—known of God

1. Son of Benjamin and family head … 1 Chr. 7:6, 10, 11

2. Manassite; joins David … 1 Chr. 12:20

3. One of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:45

4. Korahite gatekeeper … 1 Chr. 26:1, 2

Jedidah—beloved

Mother of King Josiah … 2 Kin. 22:1

Jedidiah—beloved of Yahweh

Name given to Solomon by Nathan … 2 Sam. 12:24, 25

Jeduthun—praising

1. Levite musician appointed by David … 1 Chr. 16:41, 42

Heads a family of musicians … 2 Chr. 5:12

Name appears in Psalm titles … Ps. 39; 62; 77

Family officiates after Exile … Neh. 11:17

Possibly same as Ethan … 1 Chr. 15:17, 19

2. Father of Obed-Edom … 1 Chr. 16:38

Jegar Sahadutha—heap of testimony

Name given by Laban to memorial stones … Gen. 31:46, 47

Jehallelel—God will flash light

1. Man of Judah and family head … 1 Chr. 4:16

2. Merarite Levite … 2 Chr. 29:12

Jehdeiah—Yahweh will make glad

1. Kohathite Levite … 1 Chr. 24:20

2. Meronothite in charge of David’s donkeys … 1 Chr. 27:30

Jehezekel—God will strengthen

Descendant of Aaron … 1 Chr. 24:1, 16

Jehiah—Yahweh lives

Doorkeeper … 1 Chr. 15:24

Jehiel—God lives

1. Levite musician … 1 Chr. 15:18, 20

2. Gershonite and family head … 1 Chr. 23:8

3. Son of Hachmoni … 1 Chr. 27:32

4. Son of King Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 21:2, 4

5. Hemanite Levite … 2 Chr. 29:14

6. Overseer in Hezekiah’s reign … 2 Chr. 31:13

7. Official of the temple … 2 Chr. 35:8

8. Father of Obadiah, a returned exile … Ezra 8:9

9. Father of Shechaniah … Ezra 10:2

10. Postexilic priest … Ezra 10:21

11. Postexilic priest … Ezra 10:26

Jehieli

A Levite family … 1 Chr. 26:21, 22

Jehizkiah—Yahweh strengthens

Ephraimite chief … 2 Chr. 28:12

Jehoaddah—whom Yahweh adorns

Descendant of Saul … 1 Chr. 8:36

Also called Jarah … 1 Chr. 9:42

Jehoaddan—Yahweh delights

Mother of Amaziah … 2 Kin. 14:2

Jehoahaz—Yahweh has taken hold of

1. Son and successor of Jehu, king of Israel … 2 Kin. 10:35

Seeks the Lord in defeat … 2 Kin. 13:2–9

2. Son and successor of Josiah, king of Judah … 2 Kin. 23:30–34

Called Shallum … 1 Chr. 3:15

3. Another form of Ahaziah, youngest son of King Joram … 2 Chr. 21:17

Jehoash (see Joash)

Jehohanan—Yahweh is gracious

1. Korahite Levite … 1 Chr. 26:3

2. Captain under Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 17:10, 15

3. Father of Ishmael, Jehoiada’s supporter … 2 Chr. 23:1

4. Priestly family head … Neh. 12:13

5. Priest who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:28

6. Son of Tobiah the Ammonite … Neh. 6:17, 18

7. Postexilic singer … Neh. 12:42

See Johanan

Jehoiachin—Yahweh establishes

Son of Jehoiakim; next to the last king of Judah … 2 Kin. 24:8

Deported to Babylon … 2 Kin. 24:8–16

Liberated by Evil-Merodach … Jer. 52:31–34

See Jeconiah

Jehoiada—Yahweh knows

1. Aaronite supporter of David … 1 Chr. 12:27

2. Father of Benaiah, one of David’s officers … 2 Sam. 8:18

3. Son of Benaiah; one of David’s counselors … 1 Chr. 27:34

4. High priest … 2 Kin. 11:9

Proclaims Joash king … 2 Kin. 11:4–16

Institutes a covenant … 2 Kin. 11:17–21

Instructs Joash … 2 Kin. 12:2

Commanded to repair the temple … 2 Kin. 12:3–16

Receives honorable burial … 2 Chr. 24:15, 16

5. Deposed priest … Jer. 29:26

6. Postexilic returnee … Neh. 3:6

See Joiada

Jehoiakim—Yahweh raises up

Son of King Josiah … 2 Kin. 23:34, 35

Made Pharaoh’s official … 2 Kin. 23:34, 36

Wicked king … 2 Chr. 36:5, 8

Burns Jeremiah’s scroll … Jer. 36:1–32

Becomes Nebuchadnezzar’s servant … 2 Kin. 24:1

Punished by the Lord … 2 Kin. 24:2–4

Taken by Nebuchadnezzar … 2 Chr. 36:5, 6

Returns to idolatry … 2 Chr. 36:5, 8

Treats Jeremiah with contempt … Jer. 36:21–28

Kills a true prophet … Jer. 26:20–23

Bound in fetters … 2 Chr. 36:6

Buried as a donkey … Jer. 22:18, 19

Curse on … Jer. 36:30, 31

Jehoiarib—Yahweh contends

Descendant of Aaron … 1 Chr. 24:1, 6, 7

Founder of an order of priests … 1 Chr. 9:10, 13

Jehonadab—Yahweh is liberal

A Rechabite … 2 Kin. 10:15

See Jonadab

Jehonathan—Yahweh has given

1. Levite teacher … 2 Chr. 17:8

2. Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:1, 18

3. Uncle of King David … 1 Chr. 27:32

See Jonathan

Jehoram—Yahweh is high

1. King of Judah; son and successor of Jehoshaphat … 1 Kin. 22:50

Called Joram … 2 Kin. 8:21, 23, 24

Marries Athaliah, who leads him astray … 2 Kin. 8:18, 19

Reigns eight years … 2 Kin. 8:16, 17

Killed his brothers … 2 Chr. 21:2, 4, 13

Edom revolts from … 2 Kin. 8:20–22

Elijah predicts his terrible end … 2 Chr. 21:12–15

Nations fight against … 2 Chr. 21:16, 17

Smitten by the Lord; dies in disgrace … 2 Chr. 21:18–20

2. King of Israel; son of Ahab … 2 Kin. 1:17

Reigns 12 years … 2 Kin. 3:1

Puts away Baal … 2 Kin. 3:2

Called Joram … 2 Kin. 8:16, 25, 28

Joins Jehoshaphat against Moabites … 2 Kin. 3:1–27

Naaman sent to, for cure … 2 Kin. 5:1–27

Informed by Elisha of Syria’s plans … 2 Kin. 6:8–23

Wounded in war with Syria … 2 Kin. 8:28, 29

3. Levite teacher … 2 Chr. 17:8

See Joram

Jehoshabeath—Yahweh is an oath

Safeguards Joash from Athaliah … 2 Chr. 22:11

Jehoshaphat—Yahweh has judged

1. King of Judah; son and successor of Asa … 1 Kin. 15:24

Godly king … 1 Kin. 22:43

Reigns 25 years … 1 Kin. 22:42

Fortifies his kingdom … 2 Chr. 17:2

Institutes reforms … 2 Chr. 17:3

Inaugurates public instruction … 2 Chr. 17:7–9

Honored and respected … 2 Chr. 17:10–19

Joins Ahab against Ramoth Gilead … 1 Kin. 22:1–36

Rebuked by a prophet … 2 Chr. 19:2, 3

Develops legal system … 2 Chr. 19:4–11

By faith defeats invading forces … 2 Chr. 20:1–30

Jehoshaphat—continued

Navy of, destroyed … 2 Chr. 20:35–37

Provision for his children … 2 Chr. 21:2, 3

Death of … 2 Chr. 21:1

Ancestor of Christ … Matt. 1:8

2. Son of Ahilud … 2 Sam. 8:16

Recorder under David and Solomon … 2 Sam. 20:24

3. Father of King Jehu … 2 Kin. 9:2

Jehoshaphat, Valley of

Described as a place of judgment … Joel 3:2, 12

Jehosheba—Yahweh is an oath

King Joram’s daughter … 2 Kin. 11:2

Jehozabad—Yahweh has bestowed

1. Son of Obed-Edom … 1 Chr. 26:4

2. Son of a Moabitess; assassinates Joash … 2 Kin. 12:20, 21

Put to death … 2 Chr. 25:3

3. Military captain under King Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 17:18

Jehozadak—Yahweh has justified

Son of Seraiah, the high priest … 1 Chr. 6:14

His father killed … 2 Kin. 25:18–21

Carried captive to Babylon … 1 Chr. 6:15

Father of Joshua the high priest … Hag. 1:1, 12, 14

Jehu—Yahweh is He

1. Benjamite warrior … 1 Chr. 12:3

2. Prophet and son of Hanani … 1 Kin. 16:1

Denounces Baasha … 1 Kin. 16:2–4, 7

Rebukes Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 19:2, 3

Writes Jehoshaphat’s biography … 2 Chr. 20:34

3. Descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:38

4. Simeonite … 1 Chr. 4:35

5. Grandson of Nimshi … 2 Kin. 9:2

Commander under Ahab … 2 Kin. 9:25

Elijah anoints him to be king … 1 Kin. 19:16

Divinely commissioned to destroy Ahab’s house … 1 Kin. 19:16, 17

Anointed by Elisha’s servant … 2 Kin. 9:1–10

Carries out orders with zeal … 2 Kin. 9:11–37

Killed Ahab’s sons … 2 Kin. 10:1–17

Destroys worshipers of Baal … 2 Kin. 10:18–28

Serves the Lord outwardly … 2 Kin. 10:29–31

His death … 2 Kin. 10:35, 36

Jehubbah—he hides

Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:34

Jehucal—Yahweh is able

Son of Shelemiah; sent by Zedekiah to Jeremiah … Jer. 37:3

Also called Jucal … Jer. 38:1

Jehud—praise

Town of Dan … Josh. 19:40, 45

Jehudi—a man of Judah; a Jew

Reads Jeremiah’s roll … Jer. 36:14, 21, 23

Jehudijah—a Jewess

One of Mered’s two wives; should be rendered “the Jewess” … 1 Chr. 4:18

Jeiel—God snatches away

1. Ancestor of Saul … 1 Chr. 9:35–39

2. One of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:44

Reubenite prince … 1 Chr. 5:6, 7

3. Levite musician … 1 Chr. 16:5

4. Gatekeeper … 1 Chr. 15:18, 21

May be the same as 3 … 1 Chr. 16:5

Called Jehiah … 1 Chr. 15:24

5. Inspired Levite … 2 Chr. 20:14

6. Levite chief … 2 Chr. 35:9

7. Scribe … 2 Chr. 26:11

8. Temple Levite … 2 Chr. 29:13

9. One who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:19, 43

Jekabzeel—God will gather

Town in Judah … Neh. 11:25

Called Kabzeel … Josh. 15:21

Home of Benaiah, David’s friend … 2 Sam. 23:20

Jekameam—people will rise

Kohathite Levite … 1 Chr. 23:19

Jekamiah, Jecamiah—Yahweh will rise

1. Son of Shallum … 1 Chr. 2:41

2. Son of Jeconiah … 1 Chr. 3:17, 18

Jekuthiel—God will support

Man of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:18

Jemimah—dove

Job’s daughter … Job 42:14

Jemuel—day of God

Son of Simeon … Gen. 46:10

Called Nemuel … Num. 26:12

Jephthah—he will open

Gilead’s son by a harlot … Judg. 11:1

Flees to Tob; becomes a leader … Judg. 11:2–11

Cites historical precedents against invading Ammonites … Judg. 11:12–27

Makes a vow before battle … Judg. 11:28–31

Defeats Ammonites … Judg. 11:32, 33

Fulfills vow … Judg. 11:34–40

Defeats quarrelsome Ephraimites … Judg. 12:1–7

Cited by Samuel … 1 Sam. 12:11

In faith’s chapter … Heb. 11:32

Jephunneh—it will be prepared

1. Caleb’s father … Num. 13:6

2. Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:38

Jerah—moon

Son of Joktan; probably an Arabian tribe … Gen. 10:26; 1 Chr. 1:20

Jerahmeel—may God have compassion

1. Great-grandson of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:9, 25–41

2. Son of Kish, not Saul’s father … 1 Chr. 24:29

3. King Jehoiakim’s officer … Jer. 36:26

Jerahmeelites

Raided by David … 1 Sam. 27:10

Jered—descent

A descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:18

See Jared

Jeremai—high

One who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:19, 33

Jeremiah—Yahweh establishes

A. Life of:

Son of Hilkiah; a Benjamite … Jer. 1:1

Native of Anathoth … Jer. 1:1

Called before birth … Jer. 1:4–10

Prophet under kings Josiah, Jehoiakim, and Zedekiah … Jer. 1:2, 3

Forbidden to marry … Jer. 16:1–13

Imprisoned by Pashhur … Jer. 20:1–6

Commanded by God to purchase a field … Jer. 32:1–15

Writes his prophecy; Jehoiakim burns it … Jer. 36:1–26

Prophecy rewritten … Jer. 36:27–32

Accused of defection … Jer. 37:1–16

Released by Zedekiah … Jer. 37:17–21

Cast into a dungeon … Jer. 38:1–6

Saved by an Ethiopian … Jer. 38:7–28

Set free by Nebuchadnezzar … Jer. 39:11–14

Given liberty of choice by Nebuzaradan … Jer. 40:1–6

Forced to flee to Egypt … Jer. 43:5–7

Last prophecies at Tahpanhes, Egypt … Jer. 43:8–13

B. Characteristics of:

Has internal conflicts … Jer. 20:7–18

Has incurable pain … Jer. 15:18

Motives misunderstood … Jer. 37:12–14

Tells captives to build in Babylon … Jer. 29:4–9

Denounces false prophets in Babylon … Jer. 29:20–32

Rebukes idolatry … Jer. 7:9–21

C. Prophecies of, foretell:

Egypt’s fall … Jer. 43:8–13

70 years of captivity … 2 Chr. 36:21

Restoration to land … Jer. 16:14–18

New covenant … Jer. 31:31–34

Herod’s massacre … Jer. 31:15

D. Teachings of:

God’s sovereignty … Jer. 18:5–10

God’s knowledge … Jer. 17:5–10

Shame of idolatry … Jer. 10:14, 15

Spirituality of worship, etc. Jer. 3:16, 17

Need of regeneration … Jer. 9:26

Man’s sinful nature … Jer. 2:22

Gospel salvation … Jer. 23:5, 6

Call of the Gentiles … Jer. 3:17–19

Jeremiah

1. Benjamite warrior … 1 Chr. 12:4

2. Gadite warrior … 1 Chr. 12:10

3. Another Gadite warrior … 1 Chr. 12:13

4. Manassite head … 1 Chr. 5:23, 24

5. Father of Hamutal, a wife of Josiah … 2 Kin. 23:31

6. Father of Jaazaniah … Jer. 35:3

7. Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:1, 7

Head of a priestly line … Neh. 12:12

8. Priest who signs the covenant … Neh. 10:2

Jeremiah, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Jeremiah’s call … Jer. 1:1–19

Jeremiah’s life … Jer. 26:1–45:5

Israel’s sin against God … Jer. 2:1–10:25

Against false prophets … Jer. 23:9–40

Against foreign nations … Jer. 46:1–51:64

The messianic King … Jer. 23:1–8

Jeremoth—elevation

1. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:14

2. Merarite Levite … 1 Chr. 23:23

3. Musician of David … 1 Chr. 25:22

4. One who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:26

5. Another who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:27

6. Spelled Jerimoth … 1 Chr. 24:30

See Jerimoth

Jeriah, Jerijah—Yahweh sees

Kohathite Levite … 1 Chr. 23:19, 23

Hebronite chief … 1 Chr. 26:31

Jeribai—Yahweh contends

One of David’s warriors … 1 Chr. 11:46

Jericho—place of fragrance

City near the Jordan … Num. 22:1

Viewed by Moses … Deut. 34:1–3

Called the city of palm trees … Deut. 34:3

Viewed by spies … Josh. 2:1

Home of Rahab the harlot … Heb. 11:31

Scene of Joshua’s vision … Josh. 5:13–15

Destroyed by Joshua … Heb. 11:30, 31

Curse of rebuilding of … Josh. 6:26

Assigned to Benjamin … Josh. 16:1, 7

Moabites retake … Judg. 3:12, 13

David’s envoys stay here … 2 Sam. 10:4, 5

Rebuilt by Hiel … 1 Kin. 16:34

Visited by Elijah and Elisha … 2 Kin. 2:4–22

Zedekiah captured here … 2 Kin. 25:5

Reinhabited after Exile … Ezra 2:34

People of, help rebuild Jerusalem … Neh. 3:2

Blind men of, healed by Jesus … Matt. 20:29–34

Home of Zacchaeus … Luke 19:1–10

Jeriel—God sees

Son of Tola … 1 Chr. 7:2

Jerimoth

1. Son of Bela … 1 Chr. 7:7

2. Warrior of David … 1 Chr. 12:5

3. Musician of David … 1 Chr. 25:4

4. Son of David … 2 Chr. 11:18

5. Levite overseer … 2 Chr. 31:13

6. Son of Becher … 1 Chr. 7:8

7. Ruler of Naphtali … 1 Chr. 27:19

8. Spelled Jeremoth … 1 Chr. 23:23

See Jeremoth

Jerioth—tent curtains

One of Caleb’s wives … 1 Chr. 2:18

Jeroboam—may the people increase

1. Son of Nebat … 1 Kin. 11:26

Rebels against Solomon … 1 Kin. 11:26–28

Ahijah’s prophecy concerning … 1 Kin. 11:29–39

Flees to Egypt … 1 Kin. 11:40

Recalled, made king … 1 Kin. 12:1–3, 12, 20

Perverts the true religion … 1 Kin. 12:25–33

Casts Levites out … 2 Chr. 11:14

Rebuked by a man of God … 1 Kin. 13:1–10

Leads people astray … 1 Kin. 13:33, 34

His wife consults Ahijah … 1 Kin. 14:1–18

War with Abijam … 1 Kin. 15:7

Reigns 22 years … 1 Kin. 14:20

Struck by the Lord … 2 Chr. 13:20

2. Jeroboam II; king of Israel … 2 Kin. 13:13

Successor of Joash (Jehoash) … 2 Kin. 14:16, 23

Conquers Hamath and Damascus … 2 Kin. 14:25–28

Reigns wickedly 41 years … 2 Kin. 14:23, 24

Denounced by Amos … Amos 7:7–13

Death of … 2 Kin. 14:29

Jeroham—he is pitied

1. Grandfather of Samuel … 1 Sam. 1:1

2. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 9:8

3. Father of Benjamite chief men … 1 Chr. 8:27

4. Benjamite of Gedor … 1 Chr. 12:7

5. Father of Adaiah … 1 Chr. 9:12

6. Danite chief’s father … 1 Chr. 27:22

7. Military captain … 2 Chr. 23:1

Jerubbaal—Baal contends

Name given to Gideon for destroying Baal’s altar … Judg. 6:32

Jerubbesheth—let shame contend

Father of Abimelech … 2 Sam. 11:21

Jeruel—founded by God

Wilderness west of the Dead Sea … 2 Chr. 20:16

Jerusalem—possession of peace

A. Names applied to:

City of God … Ps. 46:4

City of David … 2 Sam. 5:6, 7

City of Judah … 2 Chr. 25:28

Zion … Ps. 48:12

Jebus … Josh. 18:28

Holy city … Matt. 4:5

Faithful city … Is. 1:21, 26

City of righteousness … Is. 1:26

City of Truth … Zech. 8:3

City of the great King … Ps. 48:2

Salem … Gen. 14:18

THE LORD IS THERE … Ezek. 48:35

Ariel … Is. 29:1

B. History of:

Originally Salem … Gen. 14:18

Occupied by Jebusites … Josh. 15:8

King of, defeated by Joshua … Josh. 10:5–23

Assigned to Benjamin … Josh. 18:28

Attacked by Judah … Judg. 1:8

Jebusites remain in … Judg. 1:21

David brings Goliath’s head to … 1 Sam. 17:54

Conquered by David … 2 Sam. 5:6–8

Name changed … 2 Sam. 5:7–9

Ark brought to … 2 Sam. 6:12–17

Saved from destruction … 2 Sam. 24:16

Solomon builds temple here … 1 Kin. 5:5–8

Suffers in war … 1 Kin. 14:25–27

Plundered by Israel … 2 Kin. 14:13, 14

Besieged by Syrians … Is. 7:1

Earthquake damages … Amos 1:1

Miraculously saved … 2 Kin. 19:31–36

Ruled by Egypt … 2 Kin. 23:33–35

Jerusalem—continued

Besieged by Babylon … 2 Kin. 24:10, 11

Captured by Babylon … Jer. 39:1–8

Desolate 70 years … Jer. 25:11, 12

Temple rebuilt in … Ezra 1:1–4

Exiles return to … Ezra 2:1–70

Work on, hindered … Ezra 5:1–17

Walls of, rebuilt … Neh. 3:1–33

Walls of, dedicated … Neh. 12:27–47

Christ:

Enters as King … Matt. 21:9, 10

Laments for … Matt. 23:37

Crucified at … Luke 9:31

Weeps over … Luke 19:41, 42

Predicts destruction … Luke 19:43, 44

Crucified in … Luke 24:18–20

Gospel preached at … Luke 24:47

Many miracles performed in … John 4:45

Church begins here … Acts 2:1–47

Christians of, persecuted … Acts 4:1–30

Stephen martyred at … Acts 7:1–60

First Christian council held here … Acts 15:1–29

Paul:

Visits … Acts 20:16

Arrested in … Acts 21:30–36

Taken from … Acts 23:12–33

C. Prophecies concerning:

Destruction by Babylon … Jer. 20:5

Utter ruin … Jer. 26:18

Rebuilding by Cyrus … Is. 44:26–28

Christ’s entry into … Zech. 9:9

Gospel proclaimed from … Is. 2:3

Perilous times … Matt. 24:1–22

Being under Gentiles … Luke 21:24

D. Described:

Physically—strong … Ps. 48:12, 13; Ps. 125:2; 

Morally—corrupt … Is. 1:1–16; Jer. 5:1–5

Spiritually—the redeemed … Gal. 4:26–30

Prophetically—New Jerusalem … Rev. 21:1–27

See Zion; Sion

Jerusha—possessed (married)

Wife of King Uzziah … 2 Kin. 15:33

Called Jerushah … 2 Chr. 27:1

Jeshaiah—Yahweh saves

1. Musician of David … 1 Chr. 25:3

2. Grandson of Zerubbabel … 1 Chr. 3:21

3. Levite in David’s reign … 1 Chr. 26:25

4. Son of Athaliah; returns from Babylon … Ezra 8:7

5. Levite who returns with Ezra … Ezra 8:19

6. Benjamite … Neh. 11:7

Jeshanah—old

City of Ephraim taken by Abijah … 2 Chr. 13:19

Jesharelah—upright toward God

Levite musician … 1 Chr. 25:14

Called Asharelah … 1 Chr. 25:2

Jeshebeab—may the father tarry (live)

Descendant of Aaron … 1 Chr. 24:13

Jesher—uprightness

Caleb’s son … 1 Chr. 2:18

Jeshimon—waste

Wilderness west of the Dead Sea … 1 Sam. 23:19, 24

Jeshishai—aged

Gadite … 1 Chr. 5:14

Jeshohaiah—humbled by Yahweh

Leader in Simeon … 1 Chr. 4:36

Jeshua—Yahweh is salvation

1. Descendant of Aaron … Ezra 2:36

2. Levite treasurer … 2 Chr. 31:14, 15

3. Postexilic high priest … Zech. 3:8

Returns with Zerubbabel … Ezra 2:2

Aids in temple rebuilding … Ezra 3:2–8

Withstands opponents … Ezra 4:1–3

Figurative act performed on … Zech. 3:1–10

4. Called Joshua … Hag. 1:1

See Joshua 3

5. Levite assistant … Ezra 2:40

Explains the Law … Neh. 8:7

Leads in worship … Neh. 9:4, 5

Seals the covenant … Neh. 10:1, 9

6. Repairer of the wall … Neh. 3:19

7. Man of the house of Pahath-Moab … Ezra 2:6

8. Village in south Judah … Neh. 11:26

Jeshurun—upright one

Poetic name of endearment for Israel … Deut. 32:15

Jesimiel—God sets up

Simeonite leader … 1 Chr. 4:36

Jesse—Yahweh exists

Grandson of Ruth and Boaz … Ruth 4:17–22

Father of:

David … 1 Sam. 16:18, 19

Eight sons … 1 Sam. 16:10, 11

Two daughters … 1 Chr. 2:15, 16

Citizen of Bethlehem … 1 Sam. 16:1, 18

Protected by David … 1 Sam. 22:1–4

Of humble origin … 1 Sam. 18:18, 23

Mentioned in prophecy … Is. 11:1, 10

Ancestor of Christ … Matt. 1:5, 6; Luke 3:32

Jesshiah (see Isshiah)

Jesting—mocking; joking

Condemned … Eph. 5:4

Lot appeared to be … Gen. 19:14

Of godless men … Ps. 35:16

Jesus (see Christ)

Jether—abundance

1. Gideon’s oldest son … Judg. 8:20, 21

2. Descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:32

3. Son of Ezra … 1 Chr. 4:17

4. Asherite; probably same as Jithran … 1 Chr. 7:30–38

5. Amasa’s father … 1 Kin. 2:5, 32

Jetheth—subjection

Chief of Edom … Gen. 36:40

Jethlah—an overhanging place

Danite town … Josh. 19:42

Jethro—excellent

Priest of Midian; Moses’ father-in-law … Num. 10:29

Also called Reuel … Num. 10:29

Moses marries his daughter Zipporah … Ex. 2:16–22

Moses departs from … Ex. 4:18–26

Visits and counsels Moses … Ex. 18:1–27

Jetur

Son of Ishmael … Gen. 25:15

Conflict with Israel … 1 Chr. 5:18, 19

Tribal descendants of; the Itureans … Luke 3:1

Jeuel—snatching away

Son of Zerah … 1 Chr. 9:6

Jeush—may he aid

1. Son of Esau and Edomite chief … Gen. 36:5, 18

2. Benjamite head … 1 Chr. 7:10

3. Gershonite Levite … 1 Chr. 23:10, 11

4. Descendant of Jonathan … 1 Chr. 8:39

5. Rehoboam’s son … 2 Chr. 11:19

Jeuz—counseling

Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:8, 10

Jewels—ornaments used on the body

A. Used for:

Ornaments … Is. 3:18–24

Evil offering … Ex. 32:1–5

Good offering … Ex. 35:22

Spoils of war … 2 Chr. 20:25

Farewell gifts … Ex. 11:2

B. Significance of:

Betrothal present … Gen. 24:22, 53

Sign of wealth … James 2:2

Standard of value … Prov. 3:15

Tokens of repentance … Gen. 35:4

Tokens of love … Ezek. 16:11–13

Indications of worldliness … 1 Tim. 2:9

Figurative of God’s own … Matt. 13:45, 46

Jewish alphabet

Given topically … Ps. 119

Jewish calendar

A. List of months of:

Abib or Nisan (March—April) … Ex. 13:4

Ziv or Iyar (April—May) … 1 Kin. 6:1, 37

Sivan (May—June) … Esth. 8:9

Tammuz (June—July) … Jer. 39:2

Ab (July—August) … Num. 33:38

Elul (August—September) … Neh. 6:15

Ethanim or Tishri (September—October) … 1 Kin. 8:2

Bul or Heshvan (October—November) … 1 Kin. 6:38

Chislev (November—December) … Neh. 1:1

Tebeth (December—January) … Esth. 2:16

Shebat or Sebat (January—February) … Zech. 1:7

Adar (February—March) … Esth. 3:7

B. Feasts of:

Abib (14)—

Passover … Ex. 12:18

Abib (15–21)—

Unleavened Bread … Lev. 23:5, 6

Abib (16)—

Firstfruits … Lev. 23:10, 11

Ziv (14)—Later

Passover … Num. 9:10, 11

Sivan (6)—

Pentecost, Feast of Weeks, Harvest … Lev. 23:15–21

Ethanim (1)—

Trumpets … Lev. 23:24

Ethanim (10)—

Day of Atonement … Lev. 16:29–34

Ethanim (15–21)—

Tabernacles … Lev. 23:34, 35

Ethanim (22)—

Holy Convocation … Lev. 23:36

Chislev (25)—

Dedication … John 10:22

Jewish measures (Metrology)

A. Long measures:

Finger (3/4 inch) … Jer. 52:21

Handbreadth (3 to 4 inches) … Ex. 25:25

Span (about 9 inches) … Ex. 28:16

Cubit of man (about 18 inches) … Gen. 6:15

Pace (about 3 feet) … 2 Sam. 6:13

Fathom (about 6 feet) … Acts 27:28

Rod (about 11 feet) … Ezek. 40:5

Line … Ezek. 40:3

B. Land measures:

Cubit of God (13/4 feet) … Josh. 3:4

Mile

(1,760 yards) … Matt. 5:41

Sabbath day’s journey

(3/5 mile) … Acts 1:12

Day’s journey (24 miles) … Gen. 30:36

C. Weights and dry measures:

Kab (about 2 quarts) … 2 Kin. 6:25

Omer (about 7 pints) … Ex. 16:16–18, 36

Ephah (about 41/2 pecks) … Ex. 16:36

Homer (about 11 bushels) … Num. 11:32; Hos. 3:2

Talent (about 93 pounds) … Ex. 25:39

D. Liquid measures:

Log (about 1 pint) … Lev. 14:10, 15

Hin (about 11/2 gallons) … Num. 15:4–10

Bath (about 9 gallons) … Is. 5:10

Homer or kor(c. 85 gallons) … Ezek. 45:11, 14

Jews—the Hebrew people

A. Descriptive of:

Hebrew race … Esth. 3:6, 13; Acts 24:24

Postexilic Hebrew nation … Ezra 5:1, 5

Believers … Rom. 2:28, 29

B. Their sins:

Self-righteousness … Rom. 10:1–3

Hypocrisy … Rom. 2:17–25

Persecution … 1 Thess. 2:14, 15

Rejection of Christ … Matt. 27:21–25

Rejection of the gospel … Acts 13:42–46

Embitter Gentiles … Acts 14:2–6

Spiritual blindness … John 3:1–4

Ignorance … Luke 19:41, 42

C. Their punishment:

Blinded … Rom. 11:25

Cast out … Matt. 8:11, 12

Desolation as a nation … Luke 21:20–24

Scattered … Deut. 28:48–64

Jezaniah—Yahweh answers

Judahite military officer … Jer. 40:7, 8

Seeks advice from Jeremiah … Jer. 42:1–3

Called Jaazaniah … 2 Kin. 25:23

Jezebel—unmarried, chaste

1. Daughter of Ethbaal; Ahab’s wife … 1 Kin. 16:31

Destroyed Yahweh’s prophets … 1 Kin. 18:4–13

Plans Elijah’s death … 1 Kin. 19:1, 2

Secures Naboth’s death … 1 Kin. 21:1–15

Sentence:

Pronounced upon … 1 Kin. 21:23

Fulfilled by Jehu … 2 Kin. 9:7, 30–37

2. Type of paganism in the church … Rev. 2:20

Jezer—form, purpose

Son of Naphtali … Gen. 46:24

Family head of the Jezerites … Num. 26:49

Jeziah—Yahweh sprinkles

One who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:25

Jeziel—God sprinkles

Benjamite warrior … 1 Chr. 12:2, 3

Jezrahiah—Yahweh shines

Leads singing at dedication service … Neh. 12:42

Jezreel—God sows

1. Fortified city of Issachar … Josh. 19:17, 18

Gideon fights Midianites in valley of … Judg. 6:33

Israelites camp here … 1 Sam. 29:1, 11

Center of Ishbosheth’s rule … 2 Sam. 2:8, 9

Capital city … 1 Kin. 18:45

Home of Naboth … 1 Kin. 21:1, 13

Site of Jezebel’s tragic end … 1 Kin. 21:23

Heads of Ahab’s sons piled here … 2 Kin. 10:1–10

City of bloodshed … Hos. 1:4

Judgment in valley of … Hos. 1:5

2. Town of Judah … Josh. 15:56

David’s wife from … 1 Sam. 25:43

3. Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:3

4. Symbolic name of Hosea’s son … Hos. 1:4

5. Symbolic name of the new Israel … Hos. 2:22, 23

Jezreelite, Jezreelitess—a person from Jezreel

Ahinoam … 1 Sam. 30:5

Naboth … 1 Kin. 21:1

Jibsam—fragrant

Descendant of Issachar … 1 Chr. 7:2

Jidlaph—he weeps

Son of Nahor … Gen. 22:22

Jimnah—prosperity

Son of Asher … Gen. 46:17

Jiphtah—he will open

City of Judah … Josh. 15:43

Jiphthah El—God will open

Valley between Asher and Naphtali … Josh. 19:10–27

Jishui

Son of Saul … 1 Sam. 14:49

Jithra—excellence

Israelite (or Ishmaelite); father of Amasa … 2 Sam. 17:25

Called Jether … 1 Kin. 2:5, 32

Jizliah—Yahweh delivers

Son of Elpaal … 1 Chr. 8:18

Jizri—fashioner

Leader of Levitical choir … 1 Chr. 25:11

Also called Zeri … 1 Chr. 25:3

Joab—Yahweh is father

1. Son of Zeruiah, David’s half sister … 2 Sam. 8:16

Leads David’s army to victory over Ishbosheth … 2 Sam. 2:10–32

Assassinates Abner deceptively … 2 Sam. 3:26, 27

David rebukes him … 2 Sam. 3:28–39

Commands David’s army against Edomites … 1 Kin. 11:14–17

Joab—continued

Defeats Syrians and Ammonites … 2 Sam. 10:1–14

Obeys David’s orders concerning Uriah … 2 Sam. 11:6–27

Allows David to besiege Rabbah … 2 Sam. 11:1

Makes David favorable toward Absalom … 2 Sam. 14:1–33

Remains loyal to David … 2 Sam. 18:1–5

Killed Absalom … 2 Sam. 18:9–17

Rebukes David’s grief … 2 Sam. 19:1–8

Demoted by David … 2 Sam. 19:13

Puts down Sheba’s revolt … 2 Sam. 20:1–22

Killed Amasa … 2 Sam. 20:8–10

Regains command … 2 Sam. 20:23

Opposes David’s numbering of the people … 2 Sam. 24:1–9; 1 Chr. 21:1–6

Supports Adonijah … 1 Kin. 1:7

David’s dying words against … 1 Kin. 2:1–6

His crimes punished by Solomon … 1 Kin. 2:28–34

2. Son of Seraiah … 1 Chr. 4:13, 14

3. Family head of exiles … Ezra 2:6

Joah—Yahweh is brother

1. Son of Obed-Edom … 1 Chr. 26:4

2. Gershonite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:21

Hezekiah’s assistant … 2 Chr. 29:12

3. Son of Asaph; a recorder under Hezekiah … Is. 36:3, 11, 22

4. Son of Joahaz … 2 Chr. 34:8

Joahaz—Yahweh has laid hold of

Father of Joah, a recorder … 2 Chr. 34:8

Joanna—Yahweh has been gracious

Wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward … Luke 8:1–3

With others, heralds Christ’s resurrection … Luke 24:10

Joannas—Yahweh has been gracious

Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:27

Joash, Jehoash—Yahweh has given

1. Father of Gideon … Judg. 6:11–32

2. Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:21, 22

3. Benjamite warrior … 1 Chr. 12:3

4. Son of Ahab … 1 Kin. 22:26

5. Son and successor of Ahaziah, king of Judah … 2 Kin. 11:1–21

Rescued and hid by Jehosheba … 2 Kin. 11:1–3

At age 7 proclaimed king by Jehoiada … 2 Kin. 11:4–12

Instructed by Jehoiada … 2 Kin. 12:1, 2

Repairs the temple … 2 Kin. 12:4–16

Turns to idols after Jehoiada’s death … 2 Chr. 24:17–19

Murdered Zechariah, Berechiah’s son … 2 Chr. 24:20–22; Matt. 23:35

Killed, not buried with kings … 2 Chr. 25:23–28

6. Son and successor of Jehoahaz, king of Israel … 2 Kin. 13:10–13

Follows idolatry … 2 Kin. 13:11

Laments Elisha’s sickness … 2 Kin. 13:14–19

Defeats:

Syria … 2 Kin. 13:24, 25

Amaziah … 2 Kin. 13:12

Joash—Yahweh has come to help

1. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 7:8

2. Officer of David … 1 Chr. 27:28

Job—returning

A. Life of:

Lives in Uz … Job 1:1

Afflicted by Satan … Job 1:6–19

Deplores his birth … Job 3:3–19

Debate between Job and his three friends … Job 3–33

Elihu intervenes … Job 34–37

Lord answers Job … Job 38–41

His final reply … Job 42:1–6

The Lord rebukes Job’s three friends … Job 42:7–9

Restored to prosperity … Job 42:10–15

Dies “old and full of days” … Job 42:16, 17

B. Strength of his:

Faith … Job 19:23–27

Perseverance … James 5:11

Integrity … Job 31:1–40

C. Sufferings of:

Lost property … Job 1:13–17

Lost children … Job 1:18, 19

Lost health … Job 2:4–8

Misunderstood by friends … Job 4:1–8; Job 8:1–6; Job 11:1–20

D. Restoration of:

After repentance … Job 42:1–6

After prayer … Job 42:8–10

To greater prosperity … Job 42:11–17

Job, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Wisdom described … Job 1:1–5

Wisdom tested … Job 1:6–2:10

Wisdom sought … Job 3–37

God challenges Job … Job 38–41

Wisdom in humility … Job 42:1–6

Jobab—to call shrilly

1. Son of Joktan … Gen. 10:29

Tribal head … 1 Chr. 1:23

2. King of Edom … Gen. 36:31, 33

3. Canaanite king defeated by Joshua … Josh. 11:1, 7–12

4. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:9

5. Another Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:18

Jochebed—Yahweh is glory

Daughter of Levi; mother of Miriam, Aaron, and Moses … Ex. 6:20

Faith of … Heb. 11:23

Joed—Yahweh is witness

Benjamite … Neh. 11:7

Joel—Yahweh is God

1. Son of Samuel … 1 Sam. 8:1, 2; 1 Chr. 6:28, 33

Father of Heman the singer … 1 Chr. 15:17

2. Kohathite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:36

3. Leader of Simeon … 1 Chr. 4:35

4. Reubenite chief … 1 Chr. 5:4, 8, 9

5. Gadite chief … 1 Chr. 5:12

6. Chief man of Issachar … 1 Chr. 7:3

7. One of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:38

8. Gershonite Levite … 1 Chr. 15:7, 11, 17

Probably the same as in … 1 Chr. 23:8

9. Manassite chief officer … 1 Chr. 27:20

10. Kohathite Levite during Hezekiah’s reign … 2 Chr. 29:12

11. Son of Nebo; divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:43

12. Benjamite overseer under Nehemiah … Neh. 11:9

13. Prophet … Joel 1:1

Joel, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Prophecies of:

Predict Pentecost … Joel 2:28–32

Proclaim salvation in Christ … Joel 2:32

Portray the universal judgment … Joel 3:1–16

Picture the eternal age … Joel 3:17–21

Joelah—let him help

David’s recruit at Ziklag … 1 Chr. 12:7

Joezer—Yahweh is help

One of David’s supporters at Ziklag … 1 Chr. 12:6

Jogbehah—lofty

Town in Gilead … Judg. 8:11

Jogli—exiled

Father of Bukki, a Danite prince … Num. 34:22

Joha—Yahweh is living

1. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:16

2. One of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:45

Johanan—Yahweh is gracious

1. One of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 12:2, 4

2. Gadite captain of David … 1 Chr. 12:12, 14

3. Father of Azariah the priest … 1 Chr. 6:10

4. Ephraimite leader … 2 Chr. 28:12

5. Son of King Josiah … 1 Chr. 3:15

6. Son of Careah … 2 Kin. 25:22, 23

Supports Gedaliah … Jer. 40:8, 9

Warns Gedaliah of assassination plot … Jer. 40:13, 14

Avenges Gedaliah’s murder … Jer. 41:11–15

Removes Jewish remnant to Egypt against Jeremiah’s warning … Jer. 41:16–18

7. Elioenai’s son … 1 Chr. 3:24

8. Returned exile … Ezra 8:12

9. Postexilic high priest … Neh. 12:22

See Jehohanan

John—Yahweh has been gracious

1. Jewish official … Acts 4:6

2. Also called Mark … Acts 12:12, 25

3. John the Baptist … Matt. 3:1

4. John the apostle … Matt. 4:21

John the apostle

A. Life of:

Son of Zebedee; brother of James … Matt. 4:21

Fisherman … Luke 5:1–11

Leaves his business for Christ … Matt. 4:21, 22

Called to be an apostle … Matt. 10:2

One of the inner circle … Matt. 17:1

Witnessed the Transfiguration … Matt. 17:1–13; Mark 9:1–13

Rebuked by Christ … Mark 13:3; Luke 9:54, 55

Sent to prepare Passover … Luke 22:8–13

Close to Jesus at Last Supper … John 13:23–25

Went to Gethsemane … Matt. 26:36–56

Christ commits His mother to … John 19:26, 27

Ran to the tomb … John 20:2–8

Met Jesus at Sea of Tiberias … John 21:1–14

Witnesses Christ’s ascension … Acts 1:9–13

With Peter, heals a man … Acts 3:1–11

Imprisoned with Peter … Acts 4:1–21

With Peter, becomes a missionary … Acts 8:14–25

Encourages Paul … Gal. 2:9

Exiled on Patmos … Rev. 1:9

Wrote a Gospel … John 21:23–25

Wrote three epistles … 1 John; 2 John; 3 John

Wrote the Revelation … Rev. 1:1, 4, 9

B. Described as:

Uneducated … Acts 4:13

Bold … Acts 4:13

Intolerant … Mark 9:38

Ambitious … Mark 10:35–37

Trustworthy … John 19:26, 27

Humble … Rev. 19:10

Beloved by Jesus … John 21:20

John the Baptist

A. Life of:

Prophecies:

Concerning … Is. 40:3–5

Fulfilled by … Matt. 3:3

Angel announces birth of … Luke 1:5–20

Set apart as Nazirite … Num. 6:2, 3; Luke 1:15

Leaps in Elizabeth’s womb … Luke 1:41

Filled with the Holy Spirit from the womb … Luke 1:15

Named John … Luke 1:60–63

Phrophecy by Zacharias concerning his call … Luke 1:76–79

Lives in deserts … Luke 1:63, 80

Ministry of, dated … Luke 3:1–3

Public confusion … Luke 3:15

Identifies Jesus as the Messiah … John 1:29–36

Bears witness to Christ … John 5:33

Exalts Christ … John 3:25–36

Baptizes Christ … Matt. 3:13–16

Doubts … Matt. 11:2–6

Identified with Elijah … Matt. 11:13, 14

Public reaction to … Matt. 11:16–18

Christ’s testimony concerning … Matt. 11:9–13

Considered a prophet … Matt. 21:26

Reproves Herod for adultery … Mark 6:17, 18

Imprisoned by Herod … Matt. 4:12

Beheaded by Herod … Matt. 14:3–12

B. Described as:

Fearless … Matt. 14:3, 4

Holy … Mark 6:20

Humble … John 3:25–31

Faithful … Acts 13:24, 25

Resourceful … Matt. 3:4

Baptism of, insufficient … Acts 18:24–26; Acts 19:1–5

Preaching a baptism of repentance … Luke 3:2–18

John, the Epistles of—three books of the New Testament

A. 1 John:

God is light … 1 John 1:5–7

True knowledge … 1 John 2:3, 4

Love one another … 1 John 3:11–24

God is love … 1 John 4:7–21

Eternal life … 1 John 5:13–21

B. 2 John:

Commandment to love … 2 John 4–6

Warning against deceit … 2 John 7–11

C. 3 John:

Walking in truth … 3 John 3, 4

Service to the brethren … 3 John 5–8

Rebuke to Diotrephes … 3 John 9, 10

Do good … 3 John 11, 12

John, the Gospel of—a book of the New Testament

Deity of Christ … John 1:1–18

Testimony of the Baptist … John 1:19–34

Wedding at Cana … John 2:1–11

Samaritan mission … John 4:1–42

Feast of Tabernacles … John 7:1–53

The Good Shepherd … John 10:1–42

Lazarus raised … John 11:1–57

Priestly prayer … John 17:1–26

Sufferings and glory … John 18:1–20:31

Purpose of … John 20:30, 31

Joiada—Yahweh knows

Postexilic high priest … Neh. 12:10, 11, 22

Son banished from priesthood … Neh. 13:28

See Jehoiada

Joiakim—Yahweh establishes

Postexilic high priest; son of Jeshua … Neh. 12:10–26

Joiarib—Yahweh contends

1. Teacher sent by Ezra … Ezra 8:16, 17

2. Postexilic Judahite chief … Neh. 11:5

3. Founder of an order of priests … Neh. 11:10

4. Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:6

Jokdeam—anger of the people

City of Judah … Josh. 15:56

Jokim—Yahweh raises up

Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:22

Jokmeam—let the people arise

Town of Ephraim … 1 Chr. 6:68

Home of Kohathite Levites … 1 Chr. 6:66, 68

Same as Kibzaim in … Josh. 21:22

Called Jokneam … 1 Kin. 4:12

Jokneam—let the people inquire

1. Town near Mt. Carmel … Josh. 12:22

In tribe of Zebulun … Josh. 19:11

Assigned to Levites … Josh. 21:34

2. Town of Ephraim … 1 Kin. 4:12

See Jokmeam

Jokshan—fowler

Son of Abraham and Keturah … Gen. 25:1, 2

Joktan—he will be made small

A descendant of Shem … Gen. 10:21, 25

Joktheel—God’s reward of victory

1. Village of Judah … Josh. 15:20, 38

2. Name given by King Amaziah to Sela … 2 Kin. 14:7

Jonadab—Yahweh is bounteous

1. Son of Shimeah; David’s nephew … 2 Sam. 13:3

Very subtle man … 2 Sam. 13:3–6, 32–36

2. Son of Rechab … Jer. 35:6

Makes Rechabites primitive and temperate … Jer. 35:5–17

Blessing upon … Jer. 35:18, 19

Opposes idolatry … 2 Kin. 10:15, 16, 23

Called Jehonadab … 2 Kin. 10:15, 23

Jonah—dove

1. Son of Amittai … Jon. 1:1

Ordered to go to Nineveh … Jon. 1:2

Flees to Tarshish … Jon. 1:3

Cause of storm; cast into sea … Jon. 1:4–16

Swallowed by a great fish … Jon. 1:17

Prays in fish’s belly … Jon. 2:1–9

Vomited onto land … Jon. 2:10

Obeys second order to go to Nineveh … Jon. 3:1–10

Grieved at Nineveh’s repentance … Jon. 4:1–3

Taught God’s mercy … Jon. 4:4–11

Type of Christ’s resurrection … Matt. 12:39, 40

2. Father of Simon Peter … John 1:42

Peter called Bar-Jonah … Matt. 16:17

Jonah, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

1. Jonah’s disobedience … Jon. 1:1–3

2. Results ofdisobedience … Jon. 1:4–17

3. Jonah’s prayer and deliverance … Jon. 2:1–10

4. Jonah’s message and Nineveh’s repentance … Jon. 3:1–10

5. Jonah’s negative reaction … Jon. 4:1–11

Jonan—Yahweh has been gracious

Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:30

Jonathan—Yahweh has given

1. Levite; becomes Micah’s priest … Judg. 17:1–13

Follows Danites to idolatrous Dan … Judg. 18:3–31

Grandson of Moses (Manasseh) … Judg. 18:30

2. King Saul’s eldest son … 1 Sam. 14:49

Smites Philistine garrison … 1 Sam. 13:2, 3

Attacks Michmash … 1 Sam. 14:1–14

Saved from his father’s vow … 1 Sam. 14:24–45

Loved David as his own soul … 1 Sam. 18:1

Makes covenant with David … 1 Sam. 18:2–4

Pleads for David’s life … 1 Sam. 19:1–7

Warns David of Saul’s wrath … 1 Sam. 20:1–42

Makes second covenant with David … 1 Sam. 23:15–18

Killed by Philistines … 1 Sam. 31:2, 8

Mourned by David … 2 Sam. 1:17–27

David provides for his son … 2 Sam. 9:1–8

3. Son of the high priest Abiathar … 2 Sam. 15:27

Remains faithful to David … 2 Sam. 15:26–36

Brings David Absalom’s plans … 2 Sam. 17:15–22

Informs Adonijah of David’s choice … 1 Kin. 1:41–49

4. Son of Shimea … 2 Sam. 21:21, 22

5. One of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:32

6. Judahite … 1 Chr. 2:32, 33

7. Son of Kareah … Jer. 40:8, 9

8. Scribe … Jer. 37:15, 20

9. Opponents of Ezra’s reforms … Ezra 10:15

10. Descendant of Adin … Ezra 8:6

11. Levite of Asaph’s line … Neh. 12:35

12. Head of a priestly house … Neh. 12:14

13. Postexilic high priest … Neh. 12:11

Joppa—beauty

Allotted to Dan … Josh. 19:40, 46

Seaport city … 2 Chr. 2:16

Center of commerce … Ezra 3:7

Scene of Peter’s vision … Acts 10:5–23, 32

Jorah—rain

Family of returnees … Ezra 2:18

Called Hariph … Neh. 7:24

Jorai—rainy

Gadite chief … 1 Chr. 5:13

Joram, Jehoram—Yahweh is exalted

1. Son of Toi, king of Hamath … 2 Sam. 8:10

Called Hadoram … 1 Chr. 18:10

2. Levite … 1 Chr. 26:25

3. Son of Ahab, king of Israel … 2 Kin. 3:1

Institutes some reforms … 2 Kin. 3:2, 3

Joins Judah against Moab … 2 Kin. 3:1–27

Slain by Jehu … 2 Kin. 9:14–26

Called Jehoram … 2 Kin. 1:17

4. Priest sent to teach the people … 2 Chr. 17:8

5. Son and successor of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah … 2 Kin. 8:16

Murders his brothers … 2 Chr. 21:1–4

His wife, Ahab’s daughter, leads him astray … 2 Kin. 8:17, 18

Edomites revolt against … 2 Chr. 21:8–10

Unable to withstand invaders … 2 Chr. 21:16, 17

Elijah’s prophecy against … 2 Chr. 21:12–15

Dies horribly without mourners … 2 Chr. 21:18–20

Called Jehoram … 2 Chr. 21:1, 5

See Jehoram

Jordan—the descender; a river in Palestine

Canaan’s eastern boundary … Num. 34:12

Lot dwells near … Gen. 13:8–13

Jacob crosses … Gen. 32:10

Moses forbidden to cross … Deut. 3:27

Israel crosses miraculously … Josh. 3:1–17

Stones commemorate crossing of … Josh. 4:1–24

David crosses in flight … 2 Sam. 17:22, 24

Divided by Elijah … 2 Kin. 2:5–8

Divided by Elisha … 2 Kin. 2:13, 14

Despised by foreigners … 2 Kin. 5:10, 12

Naaman healed in … 2 Kin. 5:10, 14

John’s baptism in … Matt. 3:6

Christ baptized in … Matt. 3:13–17

Jorim—Yahweh is exalted

Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:29

Jorkoam

Judahite family name … 1 Chr. 2:44

May be same as Jokdeam in … Josh. 15:56

Jose

Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:29

Joseph—may He (Yahweh) add

1. Son of Jacob by Rachel … Gen. 30:22–24

Tribe of, 12,000 sealed … Rev. 7:8

2. Father of one of the spies … Num. 13:7

3. Son of Asaph … 1 Chr. 25:2, 9

4. One who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:32, 42

5. Preexilic ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:30

6. Priest in the days of Joiakim … Neh. 12:14

7. Postexilic ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:26

8. Son of Mattathiah, in Christ’s ancestry … Luke 3:24, 25

9. Husband of Mary, Jesus’ mother … Matt. 1:16

Of Davidic lineage … Matt. 1:20

Angel explains Mary’s condition to … Matt. 1:19–25

With Mary at Jesus’ birth … Luke 2:16

Names child Jesus … Matt. 1:25

Obeys Old Testament ordinances … Luke 2:21–24

Takes Jesus and Mary to Egypt … Matt. 2:13–15

Returns to Nazareth with family … Matt. 2:19–23

Attends Passover in Jerusalem … Luke 2:41, 42

Jesus subject to … Luke 2:51

Referred to as a carpenter … Matt. 13:55

10. Man of Arimathea … John 19:38

Devout man … Luke 23:50, 51

Secret disciple … John 19:38

Obtains Christ’s body; prepares it … Mark 15:43, 46

Receives Nicodemus’s help … John 19:39, 40

Puts Christ’s body in his new tomb … Luke 23:53

11. Called Barsabas; one of two chosen to occupy Judas’s place … Acts 1:22–26

Joseph—increaser

A. Life of:

Jacob’s son by Rachel … Gen. 30:22–25

Jacob’s favorite … Gen. 37:3

Aroused his brothers’ hatred … Gen. 37:4

His prophetic dreams … Gen. 37:5–11

Sold into Egypt … Gen. 37:25–30

His death faked … Gen. 37:31–33

In Potiphar’s house … Gen. 39:1–19

In prison … Gen. 39:20–40:23

Interprets Pharaoh’s dream … Gen. 41:1–37

Made Pharaoh’s prime minister … Gen. 41:38–46

Marries Pharaoh’s daughter Asenath … Gen. 41:45

Two sons born—Manasseh and Ephraim … Gen. 41:50–52

Joseph’s plan for plentiful years … Gen. 41:47–49

Joseph’s plan for lean years … Gen. 41:54–57

Recognizes his brothers … Gen. 42:1–8

Reveals his identity … Gen. 45:1–16

Invites Jacob to Egypt … Gen. 45:17–28

Acquires Egypt’s wealth for Pharaoh … Gen. 47:13–26

Put under oath by Jacob … Gen. 47:28–31

His sons blessed by Jacob … Gen. 48:1–22

Blessed by Jacob … Gen. 49:22–26

Mourns his father’s death … Gen. 50:1–14

Deals kindly with his brothers … Gen. 50:15–21

His death at 110 … Gen. 50:22–26

His body carried to Canaan for burial … Ex. 13:19; Josh. 24:32

Descendants of … Num. 26:28–37

B. Character of:

Spiritually sensitive … Gen. 37:2

Honorable … Gen. 39:2–20

Wise and prudent … Gen. 41:38–49

Of strong emotions … Gen. 43:29–31

Sees God’s hand in human events … Gen. 45:7, 8

Forgiving … Gen. 50:19–21

Man of faith … Heb. 11:22

Joses—increaser

1. One of Christ’s brothers … Matt. 13:55

2. The name of Barnabas … Acts 4:36

Joshah—Yahweh’s gift

Simeonite leader … 1 Chr. 4:34, 38

Joshaphat—Yahweh has judged

1. Mighty man of David … 1 Chr. 11:43

2. Priestly trumpeter … 1 Chr. 15:24

Joshaviah—Yahweh is equality

One of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:46

Joshbekashah—he returns a hard fate

Head of musical order … 1 Chr. 25:4, 24

Josheb-Basshebeth—one who sat on the seat

Chief of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:8

Called Jashobeam … 1 Chr. 11:11

Joshibiah—Yahweh causes to dwell (in peace)

Simeonite … 1 Chr. 4:35

Joshua, Jeshua—Yahweh is salvation

1. Native of Beth Shemesh … 1 Sam. 6:14, 18

2. Governor of Jerusalem during Josiah’s reign … 2 Kin. 23:8

3. High priest during Zerubbabel’s time … Hag. 1:1, 12, 14

Called Jeshua in Ezra and Nehemiah … Ezra 2:2; Neh. 7:7

Type of Christ … Zech. 6:11–13

Zechariah’s vision concerning … Zech. 3:1–9

4. Son of Nun … Num. 13:8, 16

See Jeshua 4

Joshua—Yahweh saves

A. Life of:

Defeats Amalek … Ex. 17:8–16

Minister under Moses … Ex. 24:13

One of the spies … Num. 13:1–3, 8, 16

Reports favorably … Num. 14:6–10

Moses’ successor … Num. 27:18–23

Inspired by God … Num. 27:18

Unifies the people … Josh. 1:10–18

Sends spies out … Josh. 2:1–24

Crosses Jordan … Josh. 3:1–17

Circumcision of males at Gilgal … Josh. 5:1–9





Meets Commander of the Lord’s army … Josh. 5:14, 15

Destroys Jericho … Josh. 6:1–27

Sun stands still; Amorites defeated … Josh. 10:12–14

Conquers Canaan … Josh. 10–12

Divides the land … Josh. 13–19

Establishes cities of refuge … Josh. 20:1–9

Orders Israel’s leaders … Josh. 23:1–16

Farewell address to the nation … Josh. 24:1–28

Dies at 110 … Josh. 24:29, 30

Called Hoshea … Num. 13:8, 16

B. Character of:

Courageous … Num. 14:6–10

Emotional … Josh. 7:6–10

Wise military man … Josh. 8:3–29

Easily beguiled … Josh. 9:3–27

Prophetic … Josh. 6:26, 27

Strong religious leader … Judg. 2:7

Joshua, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Entering Promised Land … Josh. 1:1–5:12

The divine Commander … Josh. 5:13–6:5

Capture of Jericho … Josh. 6:6–27

Capture of Ai … Josh. 8:1–29

Apportionment of the land … Josh. 13:1–22:34

Covenant at Shechem … Josh. 24:1–28

Death of Joshua … Josh. 24:29–33

Josiah—Yahweh heals

1. Son and successor of Amon, king of Judah … 2 Kin. 21:25, 26

Crowned at 8; reigns righteously 31 years … 2 Kin. 22:1

Named before birth … 1 Kin. 13:1, 2

Repairs the temple … 2 Kin. 22:3–9

Receives the Book of the Law … 2 Kin. 22:10–17

Saved from predicted doom … 2 Kin. 22:18–20

Reads the Law … 2 Kin. 23:1, 2

Makes a covenant … 2 Kin. 23:3

Destroys idolatry … 2 Kin. 23:4, 20, 24

Observes the Passover … 2 Kin. 23:21–23

Exceptional king … 2 Kin. 23:25

Slain in battle … 2 Chr. 35:20–24

Lamented by Jeremiah … 2 Chr. 35:25–27

Commended by Jeremiah … Jer. 22:15–18

Ancestor of Christ … Matt. 1:10, 11

2. Son of Zephaniah … Zech. 6:10

Josiphiah, Ben-Yahweh will increase

Father of a postexilic Jew … Ezra 8:10

Jot—Greek iota (i); Hebrew yod (y)

Figurative of the smallest detail … Matt. 5:18

Jotbah—pleasantness

City of Haruz, the father of Meshullemeth … 2 Kin. 21:19

Jotbathah—pleasantness

Israelite encampment … Num. 33:33; Deut. 10:7

Jotham—Yahweh is perfect

1. Gideon’s (Jerubbaal’s) youngest son … Judg. 9:5

Escapes Abimelech’s massacre … Judg. 9:5, 21

Utters a prophetic parable … Judg. 9:7–21

Sees his prophecy fulfilled … Judg. 9:22–57

2. Son and successor of Azariah (Uzziah), king of Judah … 2 Kin. 15:5, 7

Reign of, partly good … 2 Kin. 15:32–38

Conquers Ammonites … 2 Chr. 27:5–9

Contemporary of Isaiah and Hosea … Is. 1:1

Ancestor of Christ … Matt. 1:9

3. Son of Jahdai … 1 Chr. 2:47

Journey—an extended trip

Preparation for, by:

Prayer … Rom. 1:10

God’s providence acknowledged … James 4:13–17

Joy—gladness of heart

A. Kinds of:

Foolish … Prov. 15:21

Temporary … Matt. 13:20

Motherly … Ps. 113:9

Figurative … Is. 52:9

Future … Matt. 25:21, 23

B. Described as:

Everlasting … Is. 51:11

Great … Acts 8:8

Full … 1 John 1:4

Abundant … 2 Cor. 8:2

Unspeakable … 1 Pet. 1:8

C. Causes of:

Victory … 1 Sam. 18:6

Christ’s birth … Luke 2:10, 11

Christ’s resurrection … Matt. 28:7, 8

Sinner’s repentance … Luke 15:5, 10

Miracles among the Gentiles … Acts 8:7, 8

Forgiveness … Ps. 51:8, 12

God’s Word … Jer. 15:16

Spiritual discovery … Matt. 13:44

Names written in heaven … Luke 10:17, 20

True faith … 1 Pet. 1:8

Right answer … Prov. 15:23

D. Place of, in:

Prayer … Is. 56:7

Christian:

Fellowship … Phil. 1:25

Tribulation … 2 Cor. 7:4–7

Giving … 2 Cor. 8:2

E. Contrasted with:

Weeping … Ezra 3:12, 13; Ps. 30:5

Tears … Ps. 126:5

Sorrow … Is. 35:10

Mourning … Jer. 31:13

Pain … John 16:20, 21

Loss … Heb. 10:34; Heb. 13:17

Adversity … Eccl. 7:14

Discipline … Ps. 51:8; Heb. 12:11

Persecution … Luke 6:22, 23

F. Of angels:

At creation … Job 38:4, 7

At Christ’s birth … Luke 2:10, 13, 14

At sinner’s conversion … Luke 15:10

G. Expressed by:

Songs … Gen. 31:27

Musical instruments … 1 Sam. 18:6

Sounds … 1 Chr. 15:16

Praises … 2 Chr. 29:30

Shouting … Ezra 3:12, 13

Heart … 1 Kin. 21:7

See Gladness; Happiness of the saints

Jozabad—Yahweh has bestowed

1, 2, 3. Three of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 12:4, 20

4. Levite overseer in Hezekiah’s reign … 2 Chr. 31:13

5. Chief Levite in Josiah’s reign … 2 Chr. 35:9

6. Levite, son of Jeshua … Ezra 8:33

Probably the same as in … Ezra 10:23

7. Expounder of the Law … Neh. 8:7

8. Levitical chief … Neh. 11:16

Some consider 6, 7, 8 the same person

9. Priest who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:22

Jozachar—Yahweh has remembered

Assassin of Joash … 2 Kin. 12:19–21

Called Zabad … 2 Chr. 24:26

Jozadak—Yahweh is righteous

Postexilic priest … Ezra 3:2

Jubal—playing

Son of Lamech … Gen. 4:21

Jubilee, Year of

A. Regulations concerning:

Introduced by trumpet … Lev. 25:9

After 49 years … Lev. 25:8

Rules for fixing prices … Lev. 25:15, 16, 25–28

B. Purposes of:

Restore liberty (to the enslaved) … Lev. 25:38–43

Restore property (to the original owner) … Lev. 25:23–28

Remit debt (to the indebted) … Lev. 25:47–55

Restore rest (to the land) … Lev. 25:11, 12, 18–22

C. Figurative of:

Christ’s mission … Is. 61:1–3

Earth’s jubilee … Rom. 8:19–24

Judah—let Him (God) be praised

1. Son of Jacob and Leah … Gen. 29:15–35

Intercedes for Joseph … Gen. 37:26, 27

Marries a Canaanite … Gen. 38:1–10

Fathers Perez and Zerah by Tamar … Gen. 38:11–30

Through Tamar, an ancestor of David … Ruth 4:18–22

Ancestor of Christ … Matt. 1:3, 16

Offers himself as Benjamin’s ransom … Gen. 44:33, 34

Leads Jacob to Goshen … Gen. 46:28

Jacob bestows birthright on … Gen. 49:3–10

Messiah promised through … Gen. 49:10

2. Postexilic Levite … Ezra 3:9

3. Levite returning with Zerubbabel … Neh. 12:8

4. Levite divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:23

5. Postexilic overseer … Neh. 11:9

6. Priest and musician … Neh. 12:36

Probably same as 3 and 4

7. Postexilic prince … Neh. 12:32–34

Judah, tribe of

Descendants of Judah … Gen. 29:35

Prophecy concerning … Gen. 49:8–12

Five families of … Num. 26:19–22

Leads in wilderness journey … Num. 2:3, 9

Numbering of, at Sinai … Num. 1:26, 27

Second census … Num. 26:22

Leads in conquest of Canaan … Judg. 1:1–19

Territory assigned to … Josh. 15:1–63

Fights against Gibeah … Judg. 20:18

Makes David king … 2 Sam. 2:1–11

Elders of, scolded by David … 2 Sam. 19:11, 15

Conflict with other tribes … 2 Sam. 19:41–43

Loyal to David during Sheba’s rebellion … 2 Sam. 20:1, 2

Loyal to Davidic house at Jeroboam’s rebellion … 1 Kin. 12:20

Becomes leader of southern kingdom (Judah) … 1 Kin. 14:21, 22

Taken to Babylon … 2 Kin. 24:1–16

Returns after exile … 2 Chr. 36:20–23

Christ comes from … Luke 3:23–33

12,000 of, sealed … Rev. 7:5

Judas—Greek form of Judah

See Judah 1

1. Judas Lebbaeus, surnamed Thaddaeus … Matt. 10:3

One of Christ’s apostles … Luke 6:13, 16

Offers a question … John 14:22

2. Betrayer of Christ (see Iscariot) … Luke 6:13, 16

3. Brother of Christ … Matt. 13:55

4. Leader of an insurrection … Acts 5:37

See Jude

5. Jew of Damascus … Acts 9:11

6. Judas Barsabas, a chief deputy … Acts 15:22–32

Probably related to the disciple Joseph … Acts 1:23

Jude, Judas

Brother of Christ … Matt. 13:55

Does not believe in Christ … John 7:5

Becomes Christ’s disciple … Acts 1:14

Writes an epistle … Jude 1

See Judas 5

Jude, the Epistle of—a book of the New Testament

Author … Jude 1

Against false teachers … Jude 3–5

Against the ungodly … Jude 6–16

Exhortation … Jude 17–23

Judea—a district in southern Palestine

District under a governor … Luke 3:1

All Palestine … Luke 23:5

All the land of the Jews … Acts 10:37

Rural people outside Jerusalem … Matt. 4:25

Wilderness country near Dead Sea … Matt. 3:1

Christ born in … Matt. 2:1, 5, 6

Hostile toward Christ … John 7:1

Gospel preached in … Acts 8:1, 4

Churches established in … Acts 9:31

Judge—an official authorized to hear and decide cases of law

A. History of, in Scripture:

Family head … Gen. 38:24

Established by Moses … Ex. 18:13–26; Deut. 1:9–17

Rules for … Deut. 16:18–20; Deut. 17:2–13

Circuit … 1 Sam. 7:6, 15–17

King acts as … 2 Sam. 15:2; 1 Kin. 3:9, 28

Jehoshaphat established court … 2 Chr. 19:5–11

Levites assigned … 1 Chr. 23:1–4

Restored after exile … Ezra 7:25

B. Procedure before:

Public trial … Ex. 18:13

Case presented … Deut. 1:16; Deut. 25:1

Position of parties … Zech. 3:1

Accused heard … John 7:51

Witness … Deut. 19:15–19

Priests … Deut. 17:8–13

Oath … Ex. 22:11; Heb. 6:16

Casting of lots sometimes used … Prov. 18:18

Divine will sought … Lev. 24:12–14

C. Office of:

Divinely instituted … 2 Sam. 7:11

Limits to human affairs … 1 Sam. 2:25

Restricted by righteousness … Deut. 16:18–20

Needful of great wisdom … 1 Kin. 3:9

Easily corrupted … Mic. 7:3

Unjustly used … Acts 23:3; Acts 25:9–11

Fulfilled perfectly in the Messiah … Is. 2:4; Is. 11:3, 4; Acts 17:31

Judge, God as

Manner of:

According to righteousness … 1 Pet. 2:23

According to one’s works … 1 Pet. 1:17

Openly … Rom. 2:16

By Christ … John 5:22, 30

In a final way … Joel 3:12–14

Judges of Israel

A. Characteristics of era:

No central authority … Judg. 17:6; Judg. 21:25

Spiritual decline … Judg. 2:16–18; Judg. 18:1–31

B. List of:

Othniel … Judg. 3:9–11

Ehud … Judg. 3:15–30

Shamgar … Judg. 3:31

Deborah … Judg. 4:4–9

Gideon … Judg. 6:11–40

Abimelech … Judg. 9:1–54

Tola … Judg. 10:1, 2

Jair … Judg. 10:3–5

Jephthah … Judg. 12:1–7

Ibzan … Judg. 12:8–10

Elon … Judg. 12:11, 12

Abdon … Judg. 12:13–15

Samson … Judg. 15:20

Eli … 1 Sam. 4:15, 18

Samuel … 1 Sam. 7:15

Samuel’s sons … 1 Sam. 8:1–3

Judges, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

The death of Joshua … Judg. 2:6–10

Deborah and Barak … Judg. 4:1–5:31

Gideon … Judg. 6:1–8:32

Jephthah … Judg. 10:6–11:40

Samson … Judg. 13:1–16:31

Micah and the Danites … Judg. 18

The war against Benjamin … Judg. 19:1–21:25

Judgment, divine

A. Design of:

Punish evil … Ex. 20:5

Chasten … 2 Sam. 7:14, 15

Manifest God’s righteousness … Ex. 9:14–16

Correct … Hab. 1:12

Warn others … Luke 13:3, 5

B. Causes of:

Disobedience … 2 Chr. 7:19–22

Rejecting God’s warnings … 2 Chr. 36:16, 17

Idolatry … Jer. 7:30–34

Sins of rulers … 2 Chr. 21:1–17

Loving evil … Rom. 1:18–32

C. Kinds of:

Physical destruction … Deut. 28:15–68

Material loss … Mal. 3:11

Spiritual blindness … Is. 6:9, 10

Eternal destruction … Luke 12:16–21; Luke 16:19–31

D. Avoidance of, by:

Turning to God … Deut. 30:1–3

Turning from sin … Jer. 7:3–7

Humiliation … Jon. 1:1–17

Prayer … 2 Kin. 19:14–36; 2 Chr. 20:5–30

Refraining from judging others … Matt. 7:1, 2; Rom. 2:1–3

Judgment, Hall of

Of Solomon … 1 Kin. 7:1, 7

Judgment, human

A. Weaknesses of:

Often circumstantial … Josh. 22:10–34

Sometimes wrong … Gen. 39:10–20

Hasty and revengeful … 1 Sam. 25:20–35

Full of conceit … Esth. 5:11–14

Prejudicial … Luke 7:38–50

B. Rules regarding:

Begin with self-judgment … Matt. 7:1–5

Become spiritually minded … 1 Cor. 2:12–15

Abound in love … Phil. 1:9, 10

Await the final judgment … Rom. 14:10

C. Basis of:

Circumstance … Gen. 39:10–20

Opinion … Acts 28:22

Moral law … Rom. 2:14–16

Conscience … 1 Cor. 10:27–29

Nature … 1 Cor. 11:13, 14

Apostolic authority … 1 Cor. 5:3, 4

Law of Christ … Gal. 6:2–4

Divine illumination … Josh. 7:10–15

Judgment, the Last

A. Described as:

Day of wrath … Rom. 2:5

Day of judgment … 2 Pet. 3:7

B. Time of:

After death … Heb. 9:27

At Christ’s return … Matt. 25:31

Appointed day … Acts 17:31

C. Grounds of:

One’s works … 1 Cor. 3:11–15

One’s faith … Matt. 7:22, 23

Conscience … Rom. 2:12, 14–16

Law … Rom. 2:12

Gospel … James 2:12

Christ’s Word … John 12:48

Book of Life … Rev. 20:12, 15

D. Results of:

Separation of righteous from the wicked … Matt. 13:36–43

Retribution for disobedience … 2 Thess. 1:6–10

Crown of righteousness … 2 Tim. 4:8

E. Attitudes toward:

Be prepared for … 1 Thess. 5:1–9

Beware of deception … Matt. 7:21–27

Warn the wicked concerning … 2 Cor. 5:10, 11

Judith—Jewess

Hittite wife of Esau … Gen. 26:34

Called Aholibamah … Gen. 36:2

Julia—feminine form of Julius

Christian woman at Rome … Rom. 16:15

Julius—the family name of the Caesars

Roman centurion assigned to guard Paul … Acts 27:1, 3

Disregards Paul’s warning … Acts 27:11

Accepts Paul’s warning … Acts 27:31

Saves Paul’s life … Acts 27:42–44

Junia—a kinsman of Paul

Jewish Christian at Rome … Rom. 16:7

Juniper—a shrub of the broom family

Symbolic of devastation … Jer. 48:6

Jushab-Hesed—kindness returned

Son of Zerubbabel … 1 Chr. 3:20

Just, justice—integrity of character

A. Descriptive of:

Righteous man … Gen. 6:9

Upright Gentile … Acts 10:22

Just, justice—continued

God’s nature … Deut. 32:4

Promised Messiah … Zech. 9:9

Christ … Acts 3:14

Saved … Heb. 12:23

B. Produced by:

True wisdom … Prov. 8:15

Parental instruction … Gen. 18:19

True faith … Heb. 10:38

See Injustice

Justification—accounting the guilty just before God

A. Negatively considered, not by:

The Law … Rom. 3:20, 28

Human righteousness … Rom. 10:1–5

Human works … Rom. 4:1–5

Faith mixed with works … Acts 15:1–29; Gal. 2:16

A dead faith … James 2:14–26

B. Positively considered, by:

Grace … Rom. 5:17–21

Christ:

Blood … Rom. 5:9

Resurrection … Rom. 4:25

Righteousness … Rom. 10:4

Faith … Rom. 3:26, 27

C. Produces:

Forgiveness of sins … Acts 13:38, 39

Peace … Rom. 5:1

Holiness … Rom. 6:22

Imputed righteousness … 2 Cor. 5:21

Outward righteousness … Rom. 8:4

Eternal life … Titus 3:7

Glorification … Rom. 8:30

D. Evidence of:

Works (by faith) … James 2:18

Wisdom … James 3:17

Patience … James 5:7, 8

Suffering … James 5:10, 11

See Imputation

Justus—righteous

1. Surname of Joseph … Acts 1:23

2. Man of Corinth; befriends Paul … Acts 18:7

3. Converted Jew … Col. 4:11

Juttah—extended

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:55

Assigned to the priests … Josh. 21:13, 16

Juvenile delinquents

A. Examples of:

Eli’s sons … 1 Sam. 2:12–17

Samuel’s sons … 1 Sam. 8:1–5

Elisha’s mockers … 2 Kin. 2:22–24

B. Safeguards against:

Praying mother … 1 Sam. 1:9–28

Strict discipline … Prov. 13:24

Early training … Prov. 22:6


K

Kab—a hollow vessel

Jewish measure; about 2 quarts … 2 Kin. 6:25

Kabzeel—God’s gathering

Town in south Judah … Josh. 15:21

Benaiah’s hometown … 2 Sam. 23:20

Called Jekabzeel … Neh. 11:25

Kadesh—holy

Location of … Num. 27:14

Captured by Chedorlaomer … Gen. 14:5–7

Hagar flees near … Gen. 16:7, 14

Abraham dwells here … Gen. 20:1

Spies sent from … Num. 13:3, 26

Israel rebels here … Num. 14:1–45

Miriam buried here … Num. 20:1

Moses strikes rock here … Num. 20:1–13

Messengers from, request passage through Edom … Num. 20:14–22

Figurative of God’s power … Ps. 29:8

Boundary in the new Israel … Ezek. 47:19

Kadesh Barnea—another name for Kadesh

Boundary of Promised Land … Num. 34:1–4

Extent of Joshua’s military campaign … Josh. 10:41

Kadmiel—God is the Ancient One

1. Levite family head; returns from Babylon … Ezra 2:40

2. Takes part in rebuilding … Ezra 3:9

Participates in national repentance … Neh. 9:4, 5

Kadmonites—easterners

Tribe whose land Abraham is to inherit … Gen. 15:18, 19

Kallai—smith

Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:1, 20

Kanah—place of reeds

1. Brook between Ephraim and Manasseh … Josh. 16:8

2. Border town of Asher … Josh. 19:28

Kaph

Eleventh letter of Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:81–88

Karkaa—floor, ground

Place in south Judah … Josh. 15:3

Karkor—even ground

Place in east Jordan … Judg. 8:10

Karnaim—two peaks

Conquered … Amos 6:13

Kartah—city

Levitical town in Zebulun … Josh. 21:34

Kartan—town

Town in Naphtali assigned to Levites … Josh. 21:32

Called Kirjathaim … 1 Chr. 6:76

Kattath—little

Town of Zebulun … Josh. 19:15, 16

Same as Kitron … Judg. 1:30

Kedar—dark

Son of Ishmael … Gen. 25:12, 13

Skilled archers … Is. 21:17

Prophecy against … Jer. 49:28, 29

Inhabit villages … Is. 42:11

Famous for flocks … Is. 60:7

Tents of, called dark … Song 1:5

Kedemah—toward the east

Ishmaelite tribe … Gen. 25:15

Kedemoth—ancient places

City east of the Jordan assigned to the tribe of Reuben … Josh. 13:15, 18

Assigned to Merarite Levites … Josh. 21:34, 37

Messengers sent from … Deut. 2:26

Kedesh—sacred place

1. Town in south Judah … Josh. 15:23

2. City of Issachar assigned to Gershonite Levites … 1 Chr. 6:72

Called Kishion … Josh. 19:20

3. Canaanite town taken by Joshua and assigned to Naphtali … Josh. 12:22

Called Kedesh in Galilee … Josh. 20:7

Called Kedesh in Naphtali … Judg. 4:6

City of refuge … Josh. 21:27, 32

Home of Barak … Judg. 4:6

People of, carried captive … 2 Kin. 15:29

Keeper—one who watches over, or guards

Guardian of:

Sheep … Gen. 4:2

Brother … Gen. 4:9

Wardrobe … 2 Kin. 22:14

Gate … Neh. 3:29

Door … 1 Chr. 9:21

Women … Esth. 2:3, 8

Prison … Acts 16:27

Keeping—holding or observing something firmly

A. Christian objects of:

Christ’s commandments … John 14:15–23

God’s commandments … 1 John 5:2

God’s Word … Rev. 22:7, 9

Unity of the Spirit … Eph. 4:3

Faith … 2 Tim. 4:7

Purity … 1 Tim. 5:22

Oneself … 1 John 5:18

In God’s love … Jude 21

B. Manner of, by God’s:

Power … John 10:28, 29

Name … John 17:11, 12

C. Promises respecting:

Provision … Ps. 121:3–8

Preservation … John 17:11, 12

Power … Rev. 2:26

Purity … Rev. 16:15

See Heart

Kehelathah—assembly

Israelite camp … Num. 33:22, 23

Keilah—enclosed

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:21, 44

Rescued from Philistines by David … 1 Sam. 23:1–5

Betrays David … 1 Sam. 23:6–12

David escapes from … 1 Sam. 23:13

Reoccupied after the Exile … Neh. 3:17

Kelaiah—Yahweh is light

Levite who divorced foreign wife … Ezra 10:18, 19, 23

See Kelita

Kelita—dwarf

Levite who divorced foreign wife … Ezra 10:23

Explains the Law … Neh. 8:7

Called Kelaiah … Ezra 10:23

Kemuel—congregation of God

1. Son of Nahor; father of six sons … Gen. 22:20, 21

2. Ephraimite prince … Num. 34:24

3. Levite in David’s time … 1 Chr. 27:17

Kenath—possession

City of Gilead near Bozrah taken by Nobah … Num. 32:40, 42

Reconquered by Geshur and Syria (Aram) … 1 Chr. 2:23

Kenaz—side, flank

1. Descendant of Esau … Gen. 36:10, 11

2. Edomite chief … Gen. 36:42

3. Caleb’s brother; father of Othniel … Josh. 15:17

Family called Kenizzites … Num. 32:12

4. Grandson of Caleb … 1 Chr. 4:15

Kenezzite

1. Canaanite tribe whose land is promised to Abraham’s seed … Gen. 15:19

2. Title applied to Caleb … Num. 32:12

Probably related to Kenaz, the Edomite … Gen. 36:11–42

Kenites—pertaining to coppersmiths

Canaanite tribe whose land is promised to Abraham’s seed … Gen. 15:19

Subjects of Balaam’s prophecy … Num. 24:20–22

Mix with Midianites … Num. 10:29

Member of, becomes Israel’s guide … Num. 10:29–32

Settle with Judahites … Judg. 1:16

Heber separates from Kenites … Judg. 4:11

Spared by Saul in war with Amalekites … 1 Sam. 15:6

David shows friendship to … 1 Sam. 30:29

Recorded among Judahites; ancestors of Rechabites … 1 Chr. 2:55

Keren-Happuch—horn of eye paint

Daughter of Job … Job 42:14

Kerioth—cities

1. Town in south Judah … Josh. 15:25

2. City of Moab … Amos 2:2

Keros—bent

Head of a Nethinim family returning from exile … Ezra 2:44

Kettle—pot

Large cooking vessel … 1 Sam. 2:14

Same word rendered “baskets” … Ps. 81:6

Keturah—incense

Abraham’s second wife … Gen. 25:1

Sons of:

Listed … Gen. 25:1, 2

Given gifts and sent away … Gen. 25:6

Key—a small instrument for unlocking doors

A. Used literally for:

Doors … Judg. 3:25

B. Used figuratively of:

Prophetic authority of Christ … Is. 22:22

Present authority of Christ … Rev. 1:18

Complete authority of Christ’s apostles … Matt. 16:19

Knowledge … Luke 11:52

Keziah—cassia

Daughter of Job … Job 42:14

Kibroth Hattaavah—graves of lust

Burial site of Israelites slain by God … Num. 11:33–35

Kibzaim—double heap

Ephraimite city assigned to Kohathite Levites … Josh. 21:22

Called Jokmeam … 1 Chr. 6:68

See Jokmeam

Kid—a young goat

A. Used for:

Food … Gen. 27:9

Payment … Gen. 38:17–23

Sacrifices … Lev. 4:23

Offerings … Judg. 13:15, 19

Festive occasions … Luke 15:29

B. Figurative of:

Weakness … Judg. 14:6

Peacefulness … Is. 11:6

See Goat

Kidnappers—those who seize others by unlawful force

Condemned by law … 1 Tim. 1:10

Kidnapping

A. Punishment for:

Death … Ex. 21:16

B. Examples of:

Joseph … Gen. 37:23–28

Daughters of Shiloh … Judg. 21:20–23

Joash … 2 Kin. 11:1–12

Jeremiah … Jer. 43:1–8

Kidneys

Select internal organs of an animal … Ex. 29:13, 22

Translated “wheat” … Deut. 32:14

Kidron—dark, turbid

Brook (dry except for winter torrents) near Jerusalem … John 18:1

East boundary of Jerusalem … Jer. 31:40

Crossed by David and by Christ … 2 Sam. 15:23; John 18:1

Site of dumping of idols … 2 Chr. 29:16

Killing—causing life to cease

A. Instances of, to:

Take another’s wife … Gen. 12:12

Take another’s property … 1 Kin. 21:19

Life for life … Ex. 21:23

Take revenge … Gen. 27:42

Satisfy anger … Num. 22:29

Satisfy hatred … John 5:18

Execute God’s wrath … Num. 31:2, 16–19

Destroy people … Ex. 1:16

Seize a throne … 2 Kin. 15:25

Put down rebellion … 1 Kin. 12:27

Fulfill prophecy … 1 Kin. 16:1–11

For fear of punishment … Acts 16:27

Get rid of an unwanted person … Matt. 21:38

B. Reasons against:

God’s Law … Ex. 20:13

Regard for:

Life … Gen. 37:21

One’s position … 1 Sam. 11; 1 Sam. 24:10

C. Of Christians:

In God’s hand … Luke 12:4, 5

Result of persecution … Matt. 24:9

Time will come … John 16:2

Under the Antichrist … Rev. 11:7; Rev. 13:15

Kinah—lamentation

Village in south Judah … Josh. 15:22

Kindness—a friendly attitude toward others

A. Kinds of:

Extraordinary … Acts 28:2

Acquired … Col. 3:12

Developed … Prov. 31:26

Commended … 2 Cor. 6:6

Divine … Neh. 9:17

B. Of God:

Great … Neh. 9:17

Everlasting … Is. 54:8

Shall not depart … Is. 54:10

Manifested … Ps. 31:21

Through Christ … Eph. 2:7

Results in salvation … Titus 3:4–7

C. Manifestation of:

Rewarded … 1 Sam. 15:6

Recalled … 2 Sam. 2:5, 6

Rebuffed … 2 Sam. 3:8

Remembered … 2 Sam. 9:1–7

Refused … 2 Sam. 10:1–6

Kindred—one’s family connections

Manifestation of:

Felt with great emotion … Esth. 8:6

Through faith … Josh. 6:23

By gospel … Acts 3:25; Rev. 14:6

King, Christ as

A. Old Testament prophecy:

Judah’s tribe … Gen. 49:10

With a scepter … Num. 24:15–17

David’s lineage … 2 Sam. 7:1–29

On David’s throne … Ps. 132:11, 12; Is. 9:6, 7; Jer. 33:17

Divine origin … Is. 9:6, 7

In righteousness … Is. 11:1–5

At God’s appointed time … Ezek. 21:27

Will endure forever … Dan. 2:44

To be born in Bethlehem … Mic. 5:2, 3

As Priest-King … Zech. 6:9–15

Having salvation … Zech. 9:9

He is coming … Mal. 3:1–5

B. Christ’s right to rule, determined by:

Divine decree … Ps. 2:6, 7

Prophecy … Ps. 45:6, 7

Birth … Is. 9:6, 7

Being seated at God’s right hand … Ps. 110:1, 2; Ps. 16:8–11; Acts 2:34–36

Crowning … Zech. 6:11–15

C. Described as:

Eternal … Rev. 11:15

Spiritual … John 18:36, 37

Kingdom of God

A. Described as, of:

God … Mark 1:15

Heaven … Matt. 3:2

Christ and God … Eph. 5:5

Not for immoral or impure person … Eph. 5:5

Their Father … Matt. 13:43

My Father’s … Matt. 26:29

His dear Son … Col. 1:13

B. Special features of:

Gospel of … Matt. 24:14

Word of … Matt. 13:19

Mysteries of … Mark 4:10–13

C. Entrance into, by:

New birth … John 3:1–8

Granted … Luke 22:29

Divine call … 1 Thess. 2:12

Repentance … Matt. 3:2

D. Members of:

Seek it first … Matt. 6:33

Suffer tribulation … Acts 14:22

Preach it … Acts 8:12

Pray for it … Matt. 6:10

Work in … Col. 4:11

E. Nature of:

Spiritual … Rom. 14:17

Eternal … 2 Pet. 1:11

Kings, earthly

A. Some characteristics of:

Over a specific nation … Ex. 1:8

Desired by people … 1 Sam. 8:5, 6

Under God’s control … Dan. 4:25, 37

Rule by God’s permission … Dan. 2:20, 21

Subject to temptations … 2 Sam. 11:1–5; Prov. 31:5

Good … 2 Kin. 22:1, 2

Evil … 2 Kin. 21:1–9

B. Position of before God, by God:

Chosen … 1 Chr. 28:4–6

Anointed … 1 Sam. 16:12

Removed and established … Dan. 2:21

Rejected … 1 Sam. 15:10–26

C. Duties of:

Make covenants … Gen. 21:22–32

Read Scriptures … Deut. 17:19

Make war … 1 Sam. 11:5–11

Pardon … 2 Sam. 14:1–11; 2 Sam. 19:18–23

Judge … 2 Sam. 15:2

Govern righteously … 2 Sam. 23:3, 4

Keep the Law … 1 Kin. 2:3

Make decrees … Dan. 3:1–6, 29

King’s Garden—a garden of Jerusalem

Near a gate … 2 Kin. 25:4

By the Pool of Shelah … Neh. 3:15

King’s Highway—an important passageway connecting Damascus and Egypt

Use of, requested … Num. 20:17

Kings of ancient Israel

A. Over the United Kingdom:

Saul … 1 Sam. 11:15–31:13

David … 2 Sam. 2:4–; 1 Kin. 2:11

Solomon … 1 Kin. 1:39–11:43

B. Over Israel (the northern kingdom):

Jeroboam (22 yrs.) … 1 Kin. 12:20–14:20

Nadab (2 yrs.) … 1 Kin. 15:25–27, 31

Baasha (24 yrs.) … 1 Kin. 15:28–34; 1 Kin. 16:1–7

Elah (2 yrs.) … 1 Kin. 16:8–14

Zimri (7 days) … 1 Kin. 16:15

Omri (12 yrs.) … 1 Kin. 16:23–28

Ahab (22 yrs.) … 1 Kin. 16:29–22:40

Ahaziah (2 yrs.) … 1 Kin. 22:51–53

Jehoram (Joram)(12 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 3:1–9:26

Jehu (28 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 9:2–10:36

Jehoahaz (17 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 13:1–9

Jehoash (Joash) (16 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 13:10–25

Jeroboam II (41 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 14:23–29

Zechariah (6 mos.) … 2 Kin. 15:8–12

Shallum (1 mo.) … 2 Kin. 15:13–15

Menahem (10 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 15:16–22

Pekahiah (2 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 15:23–26

Pekah (20 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 15:27–31

Hoshea (9 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 17:1–6

C. Over Judah (the southern kingdom):

Rehoboam (17 yrs.) … 1 Kin. 12:21–24

Abijam (Abijah) (3 yrs.) … 1 Kin. 15:1–8

Asa (41 yrs.) … 1 Kin. 15:9–24

Jehoshaphat (25 yrs.) … 1 Kin. 22:41–50

Jehoram (Joram) (8 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 8:16–24

Ahaziah (1 yr.) … 2 Kin. 8:25–29

Athaliah (Queen) (usurper) (6 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 11:1–3

Joash (Jehoash) (40 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 12:1, 21

Amaziah (29 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 14:1–20

Azariah (Uzziah) (52 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 15:1, 2

Jotham (16 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 15:32–38

Ahaz (16 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 16:1–20

Hezekiah (29 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 18:1–20:21

Manasseh (55 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 21:1–18

Amon (2 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 21:19–26

Josiah (31 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 22:1–23:30

Jehoahaz (Shallum) (3 mos.) … 2 Kin. 23:31–33

Jehoiakim (11 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 23:34–24:6

Jehoiachin (Jeconiah) (3 mos.) … 2 Kin. 24:8–16

Zedekiah (Mattaniah) (11 yrs.) … 2 Kin. 24:17–25:7

Kings, Books of—two books of the Old Testament

A. 1 Kings

Solomon ascends to the throne … 1 Kin. 1:1–2:46

The kingdom of Solomon … 1 Kin. 3:1–10:29

The fall of Solomon … 1 Kin. 11:1–40

Rehoboam against Jeroboam … 1 Kin. 12:1–33

Ahab and Jezebel … 1 Kin. 16:29–34

Ministry of Elijah … 1 Kin. 17:1–19:21

Syria against Samaria … 1 Kin. 20:1–34

Ahab and Naboth … 1 Kin. 21:1–29

B. 2 Kings

Ministry of Elijah and Elisha … 2 Kin. 1:1–9:11

Reign of Jehu … 2 Kin. 9:11–10:36

Fall of Israel … 2 Kin. 17:1–41

Reign of Hezekiah … 2 Kin. 18:1–20:21

Reform of Judah … 2 Kin. 22:1–23:30

Fall of Jerusalem … 2 Kin. 25:1–21

Kingship of God—the position of God as sovereign ruler of the universe

Over Jerusalem … Matt. 5:35

Over all … Ps. 103:19

Of all kingdoms … 2 Kin. 19:15

Kinsman—close relative, next of kin

Taking a kinsman’s widow … Ruth 3:9, 12, 13

Redeeming kinsman from bondage … Lev. 25:47–49

Redeeming kinsman’s possessions … Lev. 25:25, 26

Avenging kinsman’s death … Num. 35:11–34

Kir—wall

1. Place mentioned by Amos to which Syrians were taken … Amos 1:5

Tiglath-Pileser carries people of Damascus here … 2 Kin. 16:9

Inhabitants of, against Judah … Is. 22:6

2. Fortified city of Moab … Is. 15:1

Same as Kir Hareseth, Kir Haraseth … Is. 16:7; 2 Kin. 3:25

Kirjath—city

Town of Benjamin … Josh. 18:21, 28

Kirjathaim—twin cities

1. Assigned to Reuben … Num. 32:37

Repossessed by Moabites … Jer. 48:1–23

2. Town in Naphtali … 1 Chr. 6:76

Same as Kartan … Josh. 21:32

Kirjath Arba—city of Arba, or fourfold city

Ancient name of Hebron … Gen. 23:2

Named after Arba the Anakite … Josh. 15:13, 54

City of refuge … Josh. 20:7

Possessed by Judah … Judg. 1:10

Kirjath Jearim—city of forests

Gibeonite town … Josh. 9:17

Assigned to Judah … Josh. 15:60

Reassigned to Benjamin … Josh. 18:28

Ark taken from … 1 Chr. 13:5

Home of Urijah … Jer. 26:20

Called:

Baalah … Josh. 15:9, 10

Kirjath … Josh. 18:28

Kirjath Baal … Josh. 15:60

Baale Judah … 2 Sam. 6:2

Shortened to Kirjath Arim … Ezra 2:25

Kirjath Sannah—city of destruction

City of Judah; also called Debir … Josh. 15:49

Kirjath Sepher—city of books

Same as Debir … Judg. 1:11–13

Taken by Othniel … Josh. 15:15–17

Kish—bow

1. Benjamite of Gibeah; father of King Saul … 1 Sam. 9:1–3; Acts 13:21

2. Benjamite of Jerusalem … 1 Chr. 8:30

3. Merarite Levite in David’s time … 1 Chr. 23:21, 22

4. Another Merarite Levite in Hezekiah’s time … 2 Chr. 29:12

5. Benjamite and great-grandfather of Mordecai … Esth. 2:5

Kishi—snarer

One of David’s singers … 1 Chr. 6:31, 44

Called Kushaiah … 1 Chr. 15:17

Kishion—hardness

Border town of Issachar … Josh. 19:17, 20

Given to Gershonite Levites … Josh. 21:6, 27, 28

See Kedesh 2

Kishon—bending

River of north Palestine; Sisera’s army swept away by … Judg. 4:7, 13

Elijah slew Baal prophets here … 1 Kin. 18:40

Kiss—a physical sign of affection

A. Times employed, at:

Departure … Gen. 31:28, 55

Separation … Acts 20:37

Reunions … Luke 15:20

Great joy … Luke 7:38, 45

Blessing … Gen. 48:10–16

Anointings … 1 Sam. 10:1

Reconciliation … Gen. 33:4

Death … Gen. 50:1

B. Figurative of:

Complete:

Submission to evil … Hos. 13:2

Submission to God … Ps. 2:12

Reconciliation … Ps. 85:10

Utmost affection … Song 1:2

C. Kinds of:

Deceitful … 2 Sam. 20:9, 10; Luke 22:48

Insincere … 2 Sam. 15:5

Fatherly … Gen. 27:26, 27

Friendship … Ex. 18:7; 1 Sam. 20:41

Esteem … 2 Sam. 19:32, 39

Sexual love … Gen. 29:11; Song 1:2

Illicit love … Prov. 7:13

False religion … 1 Kin. 19:18; Hos. 13:2

Holy love … Rom. 16:16; 1 Cor. 16:20

Kite—a bird of the falcon family

Ceremonially unclean … Lev. 11:12–14

Kithlish—a man’s wall

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:1, 40

Kitron—shortened, little

Town in Zebulun … Judg. 1:30

Kittim

The island of Cyprus; inhabited by descendants of Japheth (through Javan) … Gen. 10:4

Kneading—mixing elements together

Part of food process … Gen. 18:6

In making cakes to be used in idol worship … Jer. 7:18

Kneading bowl—used for kneading dough

Covered with frogs … Ex. 8:3

Carried out of Egypt … Ex. 12:33, 34

Knee

A. Place of weakness, due to:

Terror … Dan. 5:6

Fasting … Ps. 109:24

Disease … Deut. 28:35

Lack of faith … Is. 35:3

B. Lying upon:

Sign of true parentage or adoption … Gen. 30:3

Place of affectionate play … Is. 66:12

Place of sleep … Judg. 16:19

C. Bowing of:

Act of:

Respect … 2 Kin. 1:13

False worship … 1 Kin. 19:18

True worship … Rom. 14:11

D. Bowing of, in prayer:

Solomon … 2 Chr. 6:13, 14

Ezra … Ezra 9:5

Daniel … Dan. 6:10

Christ … Luke 22:41

Stephen … Acts 7:59, 60

Peter … Acts 9:40

Paul … Acts 20:36

Christians … Acts 21:5

Knife—a sharp instrument for cutting

A. Used for:

Slaying animals … Gen. 22:6–10

Circumcision … Josh. 5:2, 3

Dismembering a body … Judg. 19:29

B. Figurative of:

Inordinate appetite … Prov. 23:2

Cruel oppressors … Prov. 30:14

Knob—an ornament

Round protrusions on lampstand … Ex. 25:31–36

Knock—to rap on a door

Rewarded … Luke 11:9, 10

Expectant … Luke 12:36

Disappointed … Luke 13:25–27

Unexpected … Acts 12:13, 16

Invitation … Rev. 3:20

Knowledge

A. Kinds of:

Natural … Matt. 24:32

Deceptive … Gen. 3:5 

Sinful … Gen. 3:7 

Personal … Josh. 24:31

Practical … Ex. 36:1

Intuitive … 1 Sam. 22:22

Intellectual … John 7:15, 28

Saving … John 17:3

Spiritual … 1 Cor. 2:14

Revealed … Luke 10:22

B. Sources of:

God … Ps. 94:10

Nature … Ps. 19:1, 2

Scriptures … 2 Tim. 3:15

Doing God’s will … John 7:17

C. Believer’s attitude toward:

Not to be puffed up … 1 Cor. 8:1

Should grow in … 2 Pet. 3:18

Should add to … 2 Pet. 1:5

Not to be forgetful of … 2 Pet. 3:17

Not to be rejected … Hos. 4:6

Accept our limitations of … 1 Cor. 13:8–12

Be filled with … Phil. 1:9

D. Christ’s, of:

God … Luke 10:22

Human nature … John 2:24, 25

Human thoughts … Matt. 9:4

Believers … John 10:14, 27

Things future … 2 Pet. 1:14

All things … Col. 2:3

Knowledge—continued

E. Attitude of unrighteous toward:

Turn from … Rom. 1:21

Ignorant of … 1 Cor. 1:21

Raised up against … 2 Cor. 10:5

Did not acknowledge God … Rom. 1:28

Never able to come to … 2 Tim. 3:7

F. Value of:

Superior to gold … Prov. 8:10

Increases strength … Prov. 24:5

Keeps from destruction … Is. 5:13

Insures stability … Is. 33:6

Koa

People described as enemies of Jerusalem … Ezek. 23:23

Kohath—assembly

Second son of Levi … Gen. 46:8, 11

Goes with Levi to Egypt … Gen. 46:11

Brother of Jochebed, mother of Aaron and Moses … Ex. 6:16–20

Dies at age 133 … Ex. 6:18

Kohathites—descendants of Kohath

A. History of:

Originate in Levi’s son (Kohath) … Gen. 46:11

Divided into 4 groups (Amram, Izehar, Hebron, Uzziel) … Num. 3:19, 27

Numbering of … Num. 3:27, 28

Duties assigned to … Num. 4:15–20

Cities assigned to … Josh. 21:4–11

B. Privileges of:

Aaron and Moses … Ex. 6:20

Special charge of sacred instruments … Num. 4:15–20

Temple music by Heman the Kohathite … 1 Chr. 6:31–38

Under Jehoshaphat, lead in praise … 2 Chr. 20:19

Under Hezekiah, help to cleanse temple … 2 Chr. 29:12, 15

C. Sins of:

Korah (of Izhar) leads rebellion … Num. 16:1–35; Jude 11

Kolaiah—voice of Yahweh

1. Father of the false prophet Ahab … Jer. 29:21–23

2. Postexilic Benjamite family … Neh. 11:7

Korah—baldness

1. Son of Esau … Gen. 36:5, 14, 18

2. Son of Eliphaz and grandson of Esau … Gen. 36:16

3. Calebite … 1 Chr. 2:42, 43

4. Son of Izhar the Kohathite … Ex. 6:21, 24

Leads a rebellion against Moses and Aaron … Num. 16:1–3

Warned by Moses … Num. 16:4–27

Supernaturally destroyed … Num. 16:28–35

Sons of, not destroyed … Num. 26:9–11

Sons of, gatekeepers … 1 Chr. 26:19

Korahites

Descendants of Korah … Ex. 6:24

Some become:

David’s warriors … 1 Chr. 12:6

Servants … 1 Chr. 9:19–31

Musicians … 1 Chr. 6:22–32

A Contemplation of … Ps. 42 (Title)

Kore—a partridge

1. Korahite Levite … 1 Chr. 9:19

2. Keeper of the eastern gate … 2 Chr. 31:14

Koz—thorn

Father of Anub … 1 Chr. 4:8

See Hakkoz

Kushaiah—bow of Yahweh (that is, rainbow)

Merarite Levite musician … 1 Chr. 15:17

Called Kishi … 1 Chr. 6:44


L

Laadah—festival

Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:21

Laadan

1. Son of Gershon, the son of Levi … 1 Chr. 23:7–9

Called Libni … 1 Chr. 6:17

2. Ephraimite … 1 Chr. 7:26

Laban—white

1. Son of Bethuel … Gen. 24:24, 29

Brother of Rebekah … Gen. 24:15, 29

Father of Leah and Rachel … Gen. 29:16

Approves of Rebekah as bride for Isaac … Gen. 24:29–60

Entertains Jacob … Gen. 29:1–14

Deceives Jacob in marriage arrangement … Gen. 29:15–30

Agrees to Jacob’s business arrangement … Gen. 30:25–43

Changes attitude toward Jacob … Gen. 31:1–9

Pursues fleeing Jacob … Gen. 31:21–25

Rebukes Jacob … Gen. 31:26–30

Searches for stolen gods … Gen. 31:30–35

Rebuked by Jacob … Gen. 31:31–42

Makes covenant with Jacob … Gen. 31:43–55

2. City in the wilderness … Deut. 1:1

Labor—physical or mental effort

A. Physical:

Nature of:

As old as creation … Gen. 2:5, 15 

Ordained by God … Gen. 3:17–19

One of the commandments … Ex. 20:9

From morning until night … Ps. 104:23

With the hands … 1 Thess. 4:11

To life’s end … Ps. 90:10

Without God, vanity … Eccl. 2:11

Shrinking from, denounced … 2 Thess. 3:10

Benefits of:

Profit … Prov. 14:23

Happiness … Ps. 128:2

Proclaim gospel … 1 Thess. 2:9

Supply of other’s needs … Acts 20:35; Eph. 4:28

Restful sleep … Eccl. 5:12

Double honor … 1 Tim. 5:17

Eternal life … John 6:27

Not in vain … 1 Cor. 15:58; Phil. 2:16

B. Spiritual:

Characteristics of:

Commissioned by Christ … John 4:38

Accepted by few … Matt. 9:37, 38

Working with God … 1 Cor. 3:9

By God’s grace … 1 Cor. 15:10

Result of faith … 1 Tim. 4:10

Characterized by love … 1 Thess. 1:3

Done in prayer … Col. 4:12

Subject to discouragement … Is. 49:4; Gal. 4:11

Interrupted by Satan … 1 Thess. 3:5

See Work, the Christian’s

C. Problems:

Inspired by opposition … Ezra 4:1–6

Complaint over wages … Matt. 20:1–16

Mistreatment of employees … Matt. 21:33–35

Characteristic of last days … James 5:1–6

Labor, (childbirth)

A. Of a woman’s, described as:

Fearful … Ps. 48:6

Painful … Is. 13:8

Hazardous … Gen. 35:16–19

Joyful afterwards … John 16:21

B. Figurative of:

New Israel … Is. 66:7, 8

Messiah’s birth … Mic. 4:9, 10

Redemption … Mic. 5:3

New birth … Gal. 4:19

Creation’s rebirth … Rom. 8:22

Lachish

Town in south Judah … Josh. 15:1, 39

Joins coalition against Gibeonites … Josh. 10:3–5

Defeated by Joshua … Josh. 10:6–33

Fortified by Rehoboam … 2 Chr. 11:5, 9

City of sin … Mic. 1:13

Amaziah murdered here … 2 Kin. 14:19; 2 Chr. 25:27

Taken by Sennacherib … 2 Kin. 18:13–17

Military headquarters … Is. 36:1, 2; Is. 37:8

Fights against Nebuchadnezzar … Jer. 34:1, 7

Reoccupied after exile … Neh. 11:30

Lack—something still needed

A. How to avoid:

Remember God’s promises … Deut. 2:7

Work diligently … 1 Thess. 4:11, 12

Live chastely … Prov. 6:32

Seek the Lord … Ps. 34:10

Share in common … Acts 4:34

Obey … Amos 4:6

B. Things subject to:

Food … 2 Sam. 3:29

Physical needs … 2 Chr. 8:14; 2 Cor. 11:9

Possessions … 1 Sam. 30:19

Service to others … Phil. 2:30

Entire commitment … Luke 18:22

Wisdom … James 1:5

Graces … 2 Pet. 1:9

Faith … 1 Thess. 3:10

See Want

Lad—a young boy

Heard by God … Gen. 21:17–20

Saved by God … Gen. 22:12

Loved by his father … Gen. 44:22–34

Slain with Samson … Judg. 16:26–30

Unsuspecting … 1 Sam. 20:21–41

Tattling … 2 Sam. 17:18

Providing … John 6:9

Ladder

Jacob’s … Gen. 28:10–12

Lady

Applied to females of high rank … Judg. 5:29

Among royalty … Esth. 1:18

Elect … 2 John 1, 5

Figurative of Babylon … Is. 47:5–7

Lael—belonging to God

Gershonite Levite … Num. 3:24

Lahad—oppression

Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:2

Lahai Roi—of the Living One who sees me

Name of a well … Gen. 16:7, 14

Same as Beer Lahai Roi … Gen. 24:62

Lahmas—place of light

City of Judah … Josh. 15:1, 40

Lahmi—Bethlehemite

Brother of Goliath slain by Elhanan … 1 Chr. 20:5

Laish—lion

1. Benjamite … 1 Sam. 25:44

2. City in north Palestine at the head of the Jordan … Judg. 18:7, 14

Called Leshem … Josh. 19:47

3. Village in Benjamin between Anathoth and Gallim … Is. 10:30

Lake

Sea of Galilee is called … Luke 5:1, 2; Luke 8:22–33

Bottomless pit described as … Rev. 19:20

Lake of fire—the place of final punishment

A. Those consigned to:

The Beast and False Prophet … Rev. 19:20

The devil … Rev. 20:10

Death and hell … Rev. 20:14

Those whose names are not in Book of Life … Rev. 20:15

B. Described as:

Burning brimstone … Rev. 19:20

Second death … Rev. 20:14

Lakkum—obstruction

Town of Naphtali … Josh. 19:32, 33

Lama—the Aramaic for “why”

Spoken by Christ on the cross … Matt. 27:46

Lamb—a young sheep

A. Used for:

Food … 2 Sam. 12:4

Clothing … Prov. 27:26

Trade … Ezra 7:17

Tribute … 2 Kin. 3:4

Covenants … Gen. 21:28–32

Sacrifices … Ex. 12:5

B. Figurative of:

God’s people … Is. 5:17

Weak believers … Is. 40:11

God’s ministers … Luke 10:3

Messiah’s reign … Is. 11:6

Lamb of God, the (Christ)

A. Descriptive of Christ as:

Prophesied … Is. 53:7

Presented to Israel … John 1:29

Our Passover sacrifice … 1 Cor. 5:7

Preached to world … Acts 8:32–35

Leader of 144,000 … Rev. 14:1–5

Praised throughout eternity … Rev. 5:6, 13

B. Descriptive of Christ as:

Sacrifice … 1 Pet. 1:19; Rev. 7:13, 14

Redeemer … Rev. 5:9

King … Rev. 15:3

Lame, lameness—inability to walk properly

A. Healing of, by:

Christ … Matt. 11:5

Peter … Acts 3:2–7

Philip … Acts 8:5–7

B. Figurative of:

Extreme weakness … 2 Sam. 5:6, 8

Inconsistency … Prov. 26:7

Weak believers … Jer. 31:8

The lowly … Is. 35:6

C. Causes of:

Birth defect … Acts 3:2

Accident … 2 Sam. 4:4

D. Renders unfit for:

Priesthood … Lev. 21:17, 18

Sacrifice … Deut. 15:21

Active life … 2 Sam. 9:13; 2 Sam. 19:24–26

Lamech—wild man

1. Son of Methushael, of Cain’s race … Gen. 4:17, 18

Had two wives … Gen. 4:19

2. Son of Methuselah; father of Noah … Gen. 5:25–31

Man of faith … Gen. 5:29

In Christ’s ancestry … Luke 3:36

Lamed

Twelfth letter of the Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:89–96

Lamentation—mournful speeches; elegies; dirges

A. Historical of:

Daughters of Israel over daughter of Jephthah … Judg. 11:29–40

Jeremiah over Josiah … 2 Chr. 35:25

David over Saul … 2 Sam. 1:17–27

David over Abner … 2 Sam. 3:33, 34

Jeremiah over Jerusalem … Lam. 1:1

B. Prophetic of:

Isaiah over Babylon … Is. 14:1–32

Jeremiah over Jerusalem … Jer. 7:28–34

Ezekiel over Tyre … Ezek. 27:2–36

Christ over Jerusalem … Luke 19:41–44

Kings over Babylon … Rev. 18:1–24

Lamentations, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

The suffering of Zion … Lam. 1:1–2:22

Individual prayer … Lam. 3:1–66

Collective prayer … Lam. 5:1–22

Lamp

A. Used in:

Tabernacle … Ex. 37:23

Temple … 1 Chr. 28:15

Processions … Matt. 25:1–8

B. Figurative of:

God … 2 Sam. 22:29

God’s Word … Ps. 119:105; Prov. 6:23

God’s justice … Zeph. 1:12

Conscience … Prov. 20:27

Prosperity … Job 29:2–6

Industry … Prov. 31:18

Death … Job 18:6

Churches … Rev. 1:20

Christ … Rev. 1:14

Lampstand, the golden

A. Specifications regarding:

Made of gold … Ex. 25:31

After a divine model … Ex. 25:31–40

Set in holy place … Heb. 9:2

Continual burning of … Ex. 27:20, 21

Carried by Kohathites … Num. 4:4, 15

Temple’s ten branches of … 1 Kin. 7:48–50

Taken to Babylon … Jer. 52:19

B. Used figuratively of:

Christ … Zech. 4:2, 11

The church … Rev. 1:13, 20

Lance—a spear

Used in war … Jer. 50:42

Used by Baal’s priests … 1 Kin. 18:28

Landmark—a boundary marker

Removal of, forbidden … Deut. 19:14

Land of Promise (Canaan)

A. Referred to as:

The Land of Promise … Heb. 11:9

The land of Canaan … Ezek. 16:3, 29

The land of the Jews … Acts 10:39

The Holy Land … Zech. 2:12

“Beulah” … Is. 62:4

B. Conquest of, by:

Divine command … Ex. 23:24

God’s angel … Ex. 23:20, 23

Hornets … Ex. 23:28

Degrees … Ex. 23:29, 30

C. Inheritance of:

Promised to Abraham’s seed … Gen. 12:1–7

Awaits God’s time … Gen. 15:7–16

Boundaries of, specified … Gen. 15:18–21

Promise of possession fulfilled … Josh. 21:43–45

Some kept from … Deut. 1:34–40

For the obedient … Deut. 5:16

Sin separates from … Deut. 28:49–68

D. Laws concerning:

Land allotted to 12 tribes … Num. 26:52–55

None for priests … Num. 18:20, 24

Sale and redemption of … Lev. 25:15–33

Transfer of title … Ruth 4:3–8

Witness of sale … Ruth 4:9–11

Relieved of debt on … Neh. 5:3–13

Leased to others … Matt. 21:33–41

Widow’s right in … Ruth 4:3–9

Rights of unmarried women in … Num. 27:1–11

Rest of, every seventh year … Ex. 23:11

E. Original inhabitants of:

Seven Gentile nations … Deut. 7:1; Josh. 24:11

Mighty … Deut. 4:38

Tall … Deut. 9:1, 2

Mingled with Israel … Ps. 106:34–38

Idolatrous … Ex. 23:23, 24; Deut. 12:29–31

Corrupt … Lev. 18:1–30; Ezek. 16:47

Language—human means of communication

A. Kinds of:

Hebrew … 2 Kin. 18:28

Chaldean … Dan. 1:4

Aramaic … 2 Kin. 18:26

Egyptian … Ps. 114:1

Arabic … Acts 2:11

Greek … Acts 21:37

Latin … John 19:19, 20

Lycaonian … Acts 14:11

Medes and Persians … Esth. 3:12

B. Varieties of:

Result of confusion (Babel) … Gen. 11:1–9

Result of division of Noah’s three sons … Gen. 10:5, 20, 31

Seen in one empire … Esth. 1:22; Dan. 3:4, 7, 29

Seen in Christ’s inscription … John 19:19, 20

Witnessed at Pentecost … Acts 2:6–12

Evident in heaven … Rev. 5:9

See Tongue

Lantern—an enclosed lamp

Used by soldiers arresting Jesus … John 18:3

Laodicea—a chief city of Asia Minor

Church of, sharply rebuked … Rev. 1:11

Epaphras labors here … Col. 4:12, 13

Paul writes letter to … Col. 4:16

Not visited by Paul … Col. 2:1; Col. 4:15

Lap

A. As a loose skirt of a garment:

For carrying objects … 2 Kin. 4:39

Lots cast into … Prov. 16:33

B. Use of the tongue to drink:

For selecting Gideon’s army … Judg. 7:5–7

Lapidoth—torches

Husband of Deborah the prophetess … Judg. 4:4

Lasea

Seaport of Crete … Acts 27:8

Lash—a punishment imposed with a whip or scourge

Rendered “blows” … Deut. 25:3

Imposed on Paul (rendered “stripes”) … 2 Cor. 11:24

Lasha—bursting forth

Boundary town of southeast Palestine … Gen. 10:19

Lasharon—to Sharon

Town possessed by Joshua … Josh. 12:1, 18

Last—the terminal point

A. Senses of:

Final consequence … Prov. 23:32

God … Is. 44:6

B. Of events, last:

Day (resurrection) … John 6:39, 40

Day (judgment) … John 12:48

Days (present age) … Acts 2:17

Hour (present age) … 1 John 2:18

Times (present age) … 1 Pet. 1:20

Days (time before Christ’s return) … 2 Tim. 3:1; 2 Pet. 3:3

Enemy (death) … 1 Cor. 15:26

Time (Christ’s return) … 1 Pet. 1:5

Trumpet (Christ’s return) … 1 Cor. 15:52

Last Supper

At Feast of Unleavened Bread … Matt. 26:17; Mark 14:12

Fulfills Passover … Luke 22:15–18

Latin—the Roman language

Used in writing Christ’s inscription … John 19:19, 20

Lattice—a framework of crossed wood or metal strips

Window of Sisera’s mother … Judg. 5:28

Ahaziah fell through … 2 Kin. 1:2

Looked through … Prov. 7:6

Laughter—an emotion expressive of joy, mirth, or ridicule

A. Kinds of:

Divine … Ps. 59:8

Natural … Job 8:21

Derisive … Neh. 2:19

Fake … Prov. 14:13

Scornful … 2 Chr. 30:10

Confident … Job 5:22

Joyful … Ps. 126:2

B. Causes of:

Human folly … Ps. 2:4

Something unbelievable … Gen. 18:12–15

Something untrue … Matt. 9:24

Ridicule … 2 Chr. 30:10

Highly contradictory … Ps. 22:7, 8

Laver—a basin for washing

Made for the tabernacle … Ex. 30:18

Law—an authoritative rule of conduct

Law of man … Luke 20:22

Natural law written upon the heart … Rom. 2:14, 15

Law of Moses … Gal. 3:17–21

Entire Old Testament … John 10:34

Expression of God’s will … Rom. 7:2–9

Operating principle … Rom. 3:27

Law of Moses

A. History of:

Given by God at Sinai … Ex. 20:1–26

Called a covenant … Deut. 4:13, 23

Dedicated with blood … Heb. 9:18–22

Called the Law of Moses … Josh. 8:30–35

Restated in Deuteronomy … Deut. 4:44–46

Written on

stone … Deut. 4:13

Whitewashed stone … Deut. 27:3–8

Placed in the ark … Deut. 31:9, 26

Given to Joshua … Josh. 1:1–9

Repeated by Joshua … Josh. 23:6–16

Disobeyed by:

Israel … Judg. 2:10–20

Israel’s kings … 2 Kin. 10:31

The Jews … Is. 1:10–18

Finding of Book of … 2 Chr. 34:14–33

Disobedience to, cause of exile … 2 Kin. 17:3–41

Read to postexilic assembly … Neh. 8:1–18

Recalled at close of Old Testament … Mal. 4:4

Meaning of, fulfilled by Christ … Matt. 5:17–48

Pharisees insist on observance of … Acts 15:1–29

B. Purposes of:

Knowledge of sin … Rom. 3:20

Manifest God’s righteousness … Rom. 7:12

Lead to Christ … Gal. 3:24, 25

C. Christ’s relation to:

Born under … Gal. 4:4

Explains proper meaning of … Matt. 5:17–48; Matt. 12:1–14

Redeems sinners from curse of … Gal. 3:13

Shows fulfillment of, in Himself … Luke 24:27, 44; Rom. 10:4

D. Christian’s relation to:

Freed from … Acts 15:1–29

Spirit of, fulfilled in love … Rom. 13:8–10

E. Inadequacies of, cannot:

Make worshiper perfect … Heb. 9:9–15

Justify … Acts 13:38, 39

Lawgiver—a lawmaker

Only one … James 4:12

The Lord is … Is. 33:22

Lawlessness—living outside or contrary to law

A. Described as:

Wickedness … Acts 2:23

Iniquity … Matt. 13:41

Unrighteousness … 2 Cor. 6:14

B. Features concerning:

Called sin … 1 John 3:4

Incompatible with righteousness … 2 Cor. 6:14

Torments the righteous … Matt. 24:12; 2 Pet. 2:8

Led to Jesus’crucifixion … Acts 2:22, 23

Descriptive of the Antichrist … 2 Thess. 2:7, 8

Scribes and Pharisees full of … Matt. 23:27, 28

Basis for condemnation … Matt. 7:23

Law made for … 1 Tim. 1:9

Forgiven … Rom. 4:7; Titus 2:14

Forgotten … Heb. 8:12; Heb. 10:17

Lawsuits—suing another for damages

Between Christians, forbidden … Matt. 5:25, 40; 1 Cor. 6:1–8

Lawyers—interpreters of the law

Test Jesus … Matt. 22:34–40

Rejected the will of God … Luke 7:30

Jesus answers one … Luke 10:25–37

Condemned by Jesus … Luke 11:45–52

Zenas, a Christian … Titus 3:13

Lazarus—God has helped

1. Beggar described in a parable … Luke 16:20–25

2. Brother of Mary and Martha; raised from the dead … John 11:1–44

Attends a supper … John 12:1, 2

Chief priests seek to kill … John 12:9–11

Laziness

A. Leads to:

Poverty … Prov. 6:9–11

Waste … Prov. 18:9

Loss of all … Matt. 25:26–30

B. Admonitions against:

Make the most of time … Eph. 5:16

Work day and night … 1 Thess. 2:9

Consider the ant … Prov. 6:6–8

No work, no eat … 2 Thess. 3:10–12

Lead—a heavy metal

Purified by fire … Num. 31:22, 23

Engraved with … Job 19:23, 24

Very heavy … Ex. 15:10

Object of trade … Ezek. 27:12

Leader—a guide

A. Kinds of:

False … Is. 3:12

Blind … Luke 6:39

Young … Is. 11:6

Safe … Ps. 78:53

Gentle … Is. 40:11

Faithful … Deut. 8:2, 15

B. Used of:

The Lord … Ex. 13:21; Ps. 23:3

Christ … John 10:3

The Lamb … Rev. 7:17

The Spirit … Luke 4:1; Gal. 5:18

Hananiah … Neh. 7:2

Tribal heads … Num. 2:3, 5

C. Course of, in:

God’s truth … Ps. 25:5

Righteousness … Ps. 5:8

Way you should go … Is. 48:17

Unknown ways … Is. 42:16

Smooth path … Ps. 27:11

Everlasting way … Ps. 139:24

Leaf, leaves

Status of floodwaters indicated by … Gen. 8:11

Trees … Matt. 21:19

League—an agreement between two or more parties

Fraudulent … Josh. 9:3–6

Forbidden … Judg. 2:2

Secret … 1 Sam. 22:8

Conditional … 2 Sam. 3:12, 13

Acceptable … 2 Sam. 3:21

Unifying … 2 Sam. 5:1–3

International … 1 Kin. 5:12

Purchased … 1 Kin. 15:18–21

Deceitful … Dan. 11:23

Leah—a wild cow

Laban’s eldest daughter … Gen. 29:16, 17

By Laban’s deceit, becomes Jacob’s wife … Gen. 29:19–27

Unloved by Jacob … Gen. 29:30–33

Mother of seven children … Gen. 30:19–21

Buried in Machpelah’s cave … Gen. 49:30, 31

Builder of house of Israel … Ruth 4:11

Leaping—to spring or bound forward suddenly

A. Used physically of:

Insects … Joel 2:5

Men … 1 Kin. 18:26

Unborn child … Luke 1:41, 44

Lame man … Acts 3:8

B. Expressive of:

Great joy … 2 Sam. 6:16

Renewed life … Is. 35:6

Victory in persecution … Luke 6:22, 23

Learning—knowledge acquired through experience or instructions

A. Aspects of:

God’s statutes … Ps. 119:71, 73

Righteousness … Is. 26:9, 10

Good works … Titus 3:14

Obedience … Heb. 5:8

B. Objects of:

Abominable things … Deut. 18:9

Heathen ways … Deut. 18:9; Ps. 106:35

Deut. 14:23

Fear of the … Deut. 17:19

Lord … Deut. 31:13

C. Sources of:

Experience … Gen. 30:27

Worldly knowledge … John 7:15

Christian experience … Phil. 4:11

Scriptures … Rom. 15:4

Leather—an animal’s dried skin

Worn by John the Baptist … Matt. 3:4

Leaven—dough in a state of fermentation

A. Forbidden in:

Passover … Ex. 12:8–20

Grain offerings … Lev. 2:11

B. Permitted in:

Peace offerings … Lev. 7:13

First fruits of grain … Lev. 23:17; Num. 15:20, 21

C. Figurative of:

Kingdom of heaven … Matt. 13:33

Corrupt teaching … Matt. 16:6, 12

Infectious sin … 1 Cor. 5:5–7

False doctrine … Gal. 5:1–9

Lebanah—white

Founder of a family of returning exiles … Ezra 2:43, 45; Neh. 7:48

Called Lebana … Neh. 7:48

Lebanon—mountain range (10,000 ft.) in north Canaan

A. Source of:

Wood for Solomon’s temple … 1 Kin. 5:5, 6

Stones for Solomon’s temple … 1 Kin. 5:14, 18

Wood for the second temple … Ezra 3:7

B. Significant as:

A sight desired by Moses … Deut. 3:25

Israel’s northern boundary … Deut. 1:7

Lebanon—continued

Captured by Joshua … Josh. 11:16, 17; Josh. 12:7

Assigned to Israelites … Josh. 13:5–7

Not completely conquered … Judg. 3:1–3

Possessed by Assyria … Is. 37:24

C. Figurative of:

Great kingdoms … Is. 10:24, 34

Spiritual transformation … Is. 29:17

Jerusalem and the temple … Ezek. 17:3

Spiritual growth … Hos. 14:5–7

Messiah’s glory … Is. 35:2

D. Noted for:

Blossoms … Nah. 1:4

Wine … Hos. 14:6, 7

Wild beast … 2 Kin. 14:9

Snow … Jer. 18:14

Cedars … Song 5:15; Is. 14:8

Lebaoth—lionesses

Town of south Judah … Josh. 15:32

Also called Beth Lebaoth … Josh. 19:6

Lebbaeus (see Judas 3)

Surname of Judas (Jude) … Matt. 10:3

Lebonah—incense

Town north of Shiloh … Judg. 21:19

Lecah—journey

Descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:21

Ledge—a protrusion around an altar

Part of altar rendered rimEx. 27:5

Leech

Figurative of insatiable appetite … Prov. 30:15, 16

Leek—an onionlike plant

Desired by Israelites … Num. 11:5

Left—opposite of right

A. Of direction:

Making a choice … Gen. 13:9

Position … Matt. 20:21–23

B. Of the hand:

Unusual capacity of 700 men … Judg. 20:15, 16

Lesser importance of … Gen. 48:13–20

C. Figurative of:

Weakness … Eccl. 10:2

Shame … Matt. 25:33, 41

Bride’s choice … Song 2:6

Singleness of purpose … Matt. 6:3

Riches … Prov. 3:16

Ministry of God … 2 Cor. 6:7

Left—that which remains over

A. Descriptive of:

Aloneness … Gen. 32:24

Entire destruction … Josh. 11:11, 12

Entire separation … Ex. 10:26

Survival … Num. 26:65

Remnant … Is. 11:11, 16

Heir … 2 Sam. 14:7

B. Blessings upon:

Equal booty … 1 Sam. 30:9–25

Greater heritage … Is. 49:21–23

Holiness … Is. 4:3

Lord’s protection … Rom. 11:3–5

Not wasted … Matt. 15:37

Legacy—that which is bequeathed to heirs

Left by:

Abraham … Gen. 25:5, 6

David … 1 Kin. 2:1–7

Christ … John 14:15–27

Legal—lawful

Kingship, determined by David … 1 Kin. 1:5–48

Priests’ rights, divinely enforced … 2 Chr. 26:16–21

Priesthood, rejected … Neh. 7:63–65

Right to rebuild, confirmed … Ezra 5:3–17

Mixed marriages, condemned … Ezra 10:1–44

David’s act, justified … Matt. 12:3–8

Christ’s trial, exposed … Matt. 27:4–31

Paul’s right of appeal, recognized … Acts 26:31, 32

Legion—a great number or multitude

Demons … Mark 5:9, 15

Christ’s angels … Matt. 26:53

Legs—lower parts of human or animal body

A. Used literally of:

Animal’s … Ex. 12:9

Human … 1 Sam. 17:6

Christ’s … John 19:31, 33

B. Used figuratively of:

Fool … Prov. 26:7

Human weakness … Ps. 147:10

Children of Israel … Amos 3:12

Strength … Dan. 2:33, 40

Christ’s appearance … Song 5:15

Lehabim—flaming

Nation (probably the Libyans) related to the Egyptians … Gen. 10:13

Lehi—cheek, jawbone

Place in Judah; Samson kills Philistines … Judg. 15:9–19

Leisure—spare time

None found … Mark 6:31

Lemuel—devoted to God

King taught by his mother … Prov. 31:1–31

Lending—to give to another for temporary use

A. As a gift to:

Expecting no return … Luke 6:34, 35

To the Lord … 1 Sam. 1:28; 1 Sam. 2:20

B. As a blessing:

Recognized by God … Deut. 28:12, 44

Remembered by God … Ps. 112:5, 6

Rewarded by God … Ps. 37:25, 26

See Borrow

Length of life

A. Factors prolonging:

Keeping commandments … 1 Kin. 3:14; Prov 3:1, 2

Wisdom … Prov. 3:13, 16

Prayer … 2 Kin. 20:1–11

Honor to parents … Eph. 6:3

Fear of the Lord … Prov. 10:27

B. Factors decreasing:

Killing … 2 Sam. 3:27

God’s judgment … Job 22:15, 16

Suicide … Matt. 27:5

Lentil—plant of the legume family

Prepared as Esau’s pottage … Gen. 25:29–34

Bread made of … Ezek. 4:9

Leopard—a wild, spotted animal

A. Characteristics of:

Swift … Hab. 1:8

Watches … Jer. 5:6

Lies in wait … Hos. 13:7

Lives in mountains … Song 4:8

B. Figurative of:

Humankind’s inability to change … Jer. 13:23

Transformation … Is. 11:6

Greek Empire … Dan. 7:6

Antichrist … Rev. 13:2

Leprosy—scourge; a cancerlike disease

A. Characteristics of:

Many diseased with … Luke 4:27

Unclean … Lev. 13:44, 45

Outcast … 2 Kin. 15:5

Considered incurable … 2 Kin. 5:7

Often hereditary … 2 Sam. 3:29

Excluded from the priesthood … Lev. 22:2–4

B. Kinds of, in:

Humans … Luke 17:12

House … Lev. 14:33–57

Clothing … Lev. 13:47–59

C. Treatment of:

Symptoms described … Lev. 13:1–46

Cleansing prescribed … Lev. 14:1–32

Healing by a miracle … Ex. 4:6, 7; 2 Kin. 5:1–14

D. Used as a sign:

Miriam … Num. 12:1–10

Gehazi … 2 Kin. 5:25, 27

Uzziah … 2 Chr. 26:16–21

Moses … Ex. 4:6, 7

Letters—written communications; epistles

A. Kinds of:

Forged … 1 Kin. 21:7, 8

Rebellious … Jer. 29:24–32

Authoritative … Acts 22:5

Instructive … Acts 15:23–29

Weighty … 2 Cor. 10:10

Causing sorrow … 2 Cor. 7:8

Malicious … Acts 9:1, 2

Commendation … 1 Cor. 16:3

B. Descriptive of:

One’s writing … Gal. 6:11

Learning … John 7:15

Legalism … Rom. 7:6

Christians … 2 Cor. 3:1, 2

“Let us”

“Arise, go from here” … John 14:31

“Cast off the works of darkness” … Rom. 13:12

“Walk properly” … Rom. 13:13

“Be sober” … 1 Thess. 5:8

“Fear” … Heb. 4:1

“Be diligent to enter that rest” … Heb. 4:11

“Come boldly” … Heb. 4:16

“Go on to perfection” … Heb. 6:1

“Draw near” … Heb. 10:22

“Hold fast” … Heb. 10:23

“Consider one another” … Heb. 10:24

“Run with endurance” … Heb. 12:1

“Go forth” … Heb. 13:13

“Offer sacrifice” … Heb. 13:15

Letushim—sharpened

Tribe descending from Dedan … Gen. 25:3

Leummim—peoples

Tribe descending from Dedan … Gen. 25:3

Levi—joined

1. Third son of Jacob and Leah … Gen. 29:34

Participates in revenge … Gen. 34:25–31

Father of Gershon, Kohath, Merari … Gen. 46:11

Descendants of, to be scattered … Gen. 49:5–7

Dies in Egypt at age 137 … Ex. 6:16

2. Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:24

3. Another ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:29

4. Apostle called Matthew … Luke 5:27, 29

5. Tribe descending from Levi … Ex. 32:26, 28

Census of … Num. 4:34–48

Second census … Num. 26:57, 62

12,000 of, sealed … Rev. 7:7

Leviathan—twisted, coiled

Great beast created by God … Ps. 104:26

Habit of, graphically described … Job 41:1–34

God’s power over … Ps. 74:14

Levites—descendants of Levi

A. History of:

Descendants of Levi, Jacob’s son … Gen. 29:34

Jacob’s prophecy concerning … Gen. 49:5–7

Divided into three families … Ex. 6:16–24

Aaron, great-grandson of Levi, chosen for priesthood … Ex. 28:1

Tribe of Levi rewarded for dedication … Ex. 32:26–29

Chosen by God for holy service … Deut. 10:8

Not numbered among Israel … Num. 1:47–49

Substituted for Israel’s firstborn … Num. 3:12–45

Given as gifts to Aaron’s sons … Num. 8:6–21

Rebellion among, led by Korah … Num. 16:1–50

Choice of, confirmed by the Lord … Num. 17:1–13

Bear ark of the covenant across the Jordan … Josh. 3:2–17

Hear Law read … Josh. 8:31–35

Cities (48) assigned to … Num. 35:2–8; Josh. 14:3, 4

One of, becomes Micah’s idolatrous priest … Judg. 17:5–13; Judg. 18:18–31

Perform priestly functions … 1 Sam. 6:15

Appointed over service of song … 1 Chr. 6:31–48

Service of heads of households … 1 Chr. 9:26–34

Excluded by Jeroboam … 2 Chr. 11:13–17

Help repair the temple … 1 Chr. 23:2–4





Carried to Babylon … 2 Chr. 36:19, 20

Return from exile … Ezra 2:40–63

Tithes withheld from … Neh. 13:10–13

Intermarry with foreigners … Ezra 10:2–24

Seal the covenant … Neh. 10:1, 9–28

Present defiled offerings will be purified … Mal. 1:6–14; Mal. 3:1–4

B. Duties of:

Serve the Lord … Deut. 10:8

Serve the priesthood … Num. 3:5–9

Attend to sanctuary duties … Num. 18:3

Distribute the tithe … 2 Chr. 31:11–19

Prepare sacrifices for priests … 2 Chr. 35:10–14

Teach the people … 2 Chr. 17:8–11

Declare verdicts of Law … Deut. 17:9–11

Protect the king … 2 Chr. 23:2–10

Perform music … 1 Chr. 25:1–7

Precede the army … 2 Chr. 20:19–21, 28

C. Spiritual truths illustrated by:

Representation—duties of the congregation … Num. 3:6–9

Substitution—place of the firstborn … Num. 3:12, 13, 41, 45

Subordination—service to the temple … Num. 3:5–10

Consecration—separated for God’s work … Num. 8:9–14

Holiness—cleansed … Num. 8:6, 7, 21

Election—God’s choice … Num. 17:7–13

Inheritance—in the Lord … Num. 18:20

See Priest

Leviticus, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Laws of sacrifice … Lev. 1:1–7:38

Service of priests … Lev. 8:1–10:20

Laws of purity … Lev. 11:1–15:33

Day of Atonement … Lev. 16:1–34

Laws of holiness … Lev. 17:1–25:55

Blessings and curses … Lev. 26:1–46

Levy—forced labor imposed upon a people

Israelites … 1 Kin. 5:13–15

Canaanites … 1 Kin. 9:15, 21

Lewd, lewdness—wickedness

A. Characteristics of and teachings against:

Shameful … Ezek. 16:27

Sexual … Ezek. 22:11

Youthful … Ezek. 23:21

Adulterous … Jer. 13:27

Filthiness … Ezek. 24:13

Outrage … Judg. 20:6

Flows from the heart … Mark 7:20–23

Seen in the flesh … Gal. 5:19

Characterizes the old life … 1 Pet. 4:3

Found among Gentiles … Eph. 4:19, 20

Sign of apostasy … Jude 4

Among Christians, lamentable … 2 Cor. 12:21

Not to walk in … Rom. 13:13

B. Committed by:

Men of Sodom … Gen. 19:1–11

Lot’s daughters … Gen. 19:31–36

Men of Gibeah … Judg. 20:5

Israel … Hos. 2:10

Jerusalem … Ezek. 16:27, 43

Liars, lies, lying—manifestation of untruth

A. Defined as:

Nature of the devil … John 8:44

Denial that Jesus is Christ … 1 John 2:22

Not keeping Christ’s commandments … 1 John 2:4

Hating one’s brother or sister … 1 John 4:20

All that is not of the truth … 1 John 2:21, 27

B. Those who speak:

Wicked … Ps. 58:3

False witnesses … Prov. 14:5, 25

Astrologers … Dan. 2:9

Israel … Hos. 7:3, 13

Judah … Jer. 9:1–5

C. Attitude of the wicked toward:

Are always … Titus 1:12

Forge against the righteous … Ps. 119:69

Change God’s truth for … Rom. 1:25

D. Attitude of the righteous toward:

Keep far from … Prov. 30:8

Shall not speak … Zeph. 3:13

Pray for deliverance from … Ps. 120:2

“Putting away” … Eph. 4:25

E. Attitude of God toward:

Will not … Num. 23:19

Is an abomination … Prov. 6:16–19

Will discover human … Is. 28:15, 17

Is against … Ezek. 13:8

Liars, lies, lying—continued

F. Punishment of, shall:

Not escape … Prov. 19:5

Be stopped … Ps. 63:11

Be silenced … Ps. 31:18

Be short lived … Prov. 12:19

End in lake of fire … Rev. 21:8, 27

G. The evils of:

Produces error … Amos 2:4

Increases wickedness … Prov. 29:12

Destruction … Hos. 10:13–15

Death … Prov. 21:6; Zech. 13:3

Liberality—a generous spirit

A. Object of:

Poor … Deut. 15:11

Strangers … Lev. 25:35

Afflicted … Luke 10:30–35

Fatherless and widows … Deut. 24:19–21

Servants (slaves) … Deut. 15:12–18

All people … Gal. 6:10

God’s children … 2 Cor. 8:1–9, 12

B. Reasons for:

Make our faith real … James 2:14–16

Secure true riches … Luke 12:33; 1 Tim. 6:17–19

Follow Christ’s example … 2 Cor. 8:9

Help God’s kingdom … Phil. 4:14–18

Relieve distress … 2 Cor. 9:12

C. Blessings of:

God remembers … Prov. 3:9, 10

Will return abundantly … Prov. 11:24–27

Brings deliverance in time of need … Is. 58:10, 11

Insures sufficiency … Ps. 37:25, 26

Brings reward … Ps. 112:5–9; Matt. 25:40

Provokes others to … 2 Cor. 9:2

D. Measure of, on:

God’s part … Mal. 3:10

Israel’s part … Ex. 36:3–7

Judah’s part … 1 Chr. 29:3–9

Christian’s part … 2 Cor. 8:1–5

Liberty, civil

Obtained by:

Purchase … Acts 22:28

Birth … Acts 22:28

Release … Deut. 15:12–15

Victory … Ex. 14:30, 31

Liberty, spiritual

A. Described as:

Predicted … Is. 61:1

Where the spirit is … 2 Cor. 3:17

B. Relation of Christians toward, they:

Are called to … Gal. 5:13

Abide by … James 1:25

Should walk at … Ps. 119:45

Have in Jesus Christ … Gal. 2:4, 5

See Freedom

Libnah—whiteness

1. Israelite camp … Num. 33:20, 21

2. Canaanite city near Lachish … Josh. 10:29–32

Captured by Joshua … Josh. 10:30, 39

In Judah’s territory … Josh. 15:42

Given to Aaron’s descendants … Josh. 21:13

Fought against by Assyria … 2 Kin. 19:8, 9

Home of Hamutal … 2 Kin. 23:31

Libni—white, pure

1. Son of Gershon … Num. 3:18, 21

Family of, called Libnites … Num. 3:21

Called Laadan … 1 Chr. 23:7

2. Descendant of Merari … 1 Chr. 6:29

Libya, Libyans—the land and people west of Egypt

Called Lubim … Nah. 3:9

Will fall by the sword … Ezek. 30:5

Will be controlled … Dan. 11:43

Some from, at Pentecost … Acts 2:1–10

Lice—some small, harmful insects

Third plague upon Egypt, produced from dust … Ex. 8:16–18

Life, eternal

A. Defined as:

Knowing the true God … John 17:3

God’s commandment … John 12:50

Jesus Christ … 1 John 1:2

Security of, in Christ … John 10:28, 29

God’s gift … Rom. 6:23

B. Christ’s relation to:

It is in Him … 2 Tim. 1:1

Manifested through Him … 2 Tim. 1:10

He has the words of … John 6:68

It comes through Him … Rom. 5:21

C. Means of securing, by:

God’s gift … Rom. 6:22, 23

Having the Son … 1 John 5:11, 12

Knowing the true God … John 17:3

Knowing the Scriptures … John 20:31

Believing the Son … John 3:15–36

Drinking the Water of Life … John 4:14

Eating the Bread of Life … John 6:50–58

Reaping … John 4:36

Fighting the good fight of faith … 1 Tim. 6:12, 19

D. Present aspect of, for Christians, they:

Believe in the Son … John 3:36

Have assurance of … John 5:24

Have promise of … Titus 1:2

Have hope of … Titus 3:7

Take hold of … 1 Tim. 6:12, 19

Hate life in this world … John 12:25

E. Future aspect of, for Christians, they shall:

Inherit … Matt. 19:29

Have, in the world to come … Luke 18:30

Reap … Gal. 6:8

Life, natural

A. Origin of, by:

God’s creation … Acts 17:28, 29

Natural birth … Gen. 4:1, 2

Supernatural conception … Luke 1:31–35

B. Shortness of, described as:

Dream … Job 20:8

Shadow … 1 Chr. 29:15

Cloud … Job 7:9

Flower … Job 14:1, 2

Vapor … James 4:14

Sleep … Ps. 90:5

Sigh … Ps. 90:9

Pilgrimage … Gen. 47:9

Grass … 1 Pet. 1:24

C. God’s concern for, its:

Preservation … Gen. 7:1–3

Protection … Ps. 34:7, 17, 19

Perpetuity (continuance) … Gen. 1:28 

Provisions … Ps. 104:27, 28

Perfection in glory … Col. 3:4

D. Believer’s attitude toward:

Seeks to preserve it … Acts 27:10–31

Attends to needs of … Acts 27:34

Accepts suffering of … Job 2:4–10

Makes God’s kingdom first in … Matt. 6:25–33

Gives it up for Christ … Matt. 10:39

Lays it down for others … Acts 15:26

Prizes it not too highly … Acts 20:24

Puts Jesus first in … 2 Cor. 4:10–12

Regards God’s will in … James 4:13–15

Puts away the evil of … Col. 3:5–9

Do not participate in its dissipation … 1 Pet. 4:1–4

Praises God all the days of … Ps. 63:3, 4

Does not fear enemies of … Luke 12:4

E. Cares of:

Stunt spiritual growth … Luke 8:14

Divide loyalty … Luke 16:13

Delay preparedness … Luke 17:26–30; Luke 21:34

Hinder service … 2 Tim. 2:4

Life, spiritual

A. Source of:

God … Ps. 36:9

Christ … John 14:6

Holy Spirit … Ezek. 37:14

God’s Word … James 1:18

B. Described as:

New birth … John 3:3–8

Resurrection … John 5:24

Translation … Acts 26:18

New creation … 2 Cor. 5:17

Seed … 1 John 3:9

Crucified … Gal. 2:20

C. Evidences of:

Growth … 1 Pet. 2:2

Love … 1 John 3:14

Obedience … Rom. 6:16–22

Victory … Rom. 6:1–15

Spiritual-mindedness … Rom. 8:6

Possession of the Spirit … Rom. 8:9–13

Spirit’s testimony … Rom. 8:15–17

Walking in the Spirit … Gal. 5:16, 25

Bearing the fruit of the Spirit … Gal. 5:22

Name in the Book of Life … Phil. 4:3; Rev. 17:8

D. Growth of:

Begins in new birth … John 3:3–8

Feeds on milk in infancy … 1 Pet. 2:2

Must not remain in infancy … Heb. 5:11–14

Comes to adulthood … 1 John 2:13, 14

Arrives at maturity … Eph. 4:14–16

E. Characteristics of:

Imperishable … John 11:25, 26

Transforming … Rom. 12:1, 2

Invisible … Col. 3:3, 4

Abides forever … 1 John 2:17

F. Enemies of:

Devil … Eph. 6:11–17

World … 1 John 2:15–17

Flesh … Gal. 5:16–21

Life, triumphant Christian

A. Over:

Sorrow … John 16:22–24; 1 Thess. 4:13–18

The world … John 16:33; 1 John 5:4, 5

Transgressions … Rom. 6:6, 7, 11–18; Rom. 8:1–4; Eph. 2:5, 6; 1 John 5:4, 5

Circumstances … Rom. 8:37; Phil. 4:11–13

Death … Rom. 6:6–9; 1 Cor. 15:54–57

B. Through:

Prayer … John 16:22–24

Christ’s death … Rom. 6:6, 7

Doctrine … Rom. 6:17

Holy Spirit … Rom. 8:1, 2

Christ … Phil. 4:13

Grace … Rom. 6:14; Eph. 2:7

Exaltation with Christ … Eph. 2:5, 6

God’s will … Phil. 2:13

Hope of resurrection … 1 Thess. 4:16–18

Return of Christ … 1 Thess. 4:16, 17

Faith … 1 John 5:4, 5

C. When?:

Forever … 1 Cor. 15:54

Always … 2 Cor. 2:14

D. By whom? Those who:

Are in Christ … Rom. 8:1

Were dead in transgressions … Eph. 2:5

Are born of God … 1 John 5:4

Believe … 1 John 5:5

E. Goal:

To demonstrate God’s grace … Eph. 3:7–10

To glorify Christ … Rom. 8:16–18; 1 Pet. 4:11

Light—the absence of darkness

A. Kinds of:

Cosmic … Gen. 1:3–5 

Natural … Judg. 19:26

Miraculous … Acts 12:7

Artificial … Acts 16:29

B. Descriptive of God’s:

Nature … 1 John 1:5

Word … Ps. 119:105

Wisdom … Dan. 2:21, 22

Guidance … Ps. 78:14; Ps. 89:15

Favor … Ps. 4:6

C. Descriptive of Christ’s:

Preincarnation … John 1:4–9

Person … 2 Cor. 4:6

Prediction … Is. 42:6

Presentation to the world … Luke 2:32

Proclamation … John 8:12

Perfection in glory … Rev. 21:23, 24

D. Descriptive of Christians as:

Forerunners … John 5:35

Examples … Matt. 5:14, 16

Missionaries … Matt. 10:27

Transformed people … Eph. 5:8–14

Heirs of glory … Rev. 21:23

Lightning—electrical discharges between the clouds and the earth

A. Used literally of God’s:

Visitation at Sinai … Ex. 19:16

Power in storms … Job 38:35

B. Descriptive of:

Swiftness … Nah. 2:4

Brightness … Matt. 28:3

God’s judgments … Rev. 11:19

Christ’s coming … Luke 17:24

Satan’s fall … Luke 10:18

Likeness—similarity of features

Between:

Spiritual and the moral … 2 Cor. 3:6

Spiritual and the physical … Jer. 23:29

Two events … 2 Chr. 35:18

God and idols … Is. 46:5, 6, 9

Believers and unbelievers … Ps. 73:5

Now and the future … 1 John 3:2

Likhi—Yahweh is doctrine

Manassite … 1 Chr. 7:19

Lilith—an evil female demon in Babylonian mythology

Rendered “night creature, ” suggesting desolation … Is. 34:14

Lily—a bulbous plant

Descriptive of:

Beauty … Song 5:13

Spiritual growth … Hos. 14:4, 5

Christ … Song 2:1

Shape of, used in Solomon’s temple … 1 Kin. 7:19, 22

Lime—containing limestone

Descriptive of:

Cruel treatment … Amos 2:1

Devastating judgment … Is. 33:12

Line

A. Literal uses of:

As a measurement … Jer. 31:39

Rahab’s cord … Josh. 2:18, 21

B. Figurative uses of:

God’s providences … Ps. 16:6

God’s judgments … Is. 28:17

Linen—cloth made from flax

A. Used for:

Priestly garments … Ex. 28:1, 39

Tabernacle curtains … Ex. 26:1

Sacred veil … Ex. 26:31, 36

Garments for royalty … Esth. 8:15

Levitical singers … 2 Chr. 5:12

Gifts to a woman … Ezek. 16:10, 13

Clothing of the rich … Luke 16:19

Embalming … Matt. 27:59

B. Figurative of:

Righteousness … Rev. 19:8

Purity … Rev. 19:14

Babylon’s pride … Rev. 18:2, 16

Lintel—a beam of wood overhanging the door

Sprinkled with blood … Ex. 12:22, 23

Linus

Christian at Rome … 2 Tim. 4:21

Lions

A. Described as:

Strongest among beasts … Prov. 30:30

Destructive … Amos 3:12

Fierce … Job 10:16

Stealthy … Ps. 10:9

Majestic … Prov. 30:29, 30

Provoking fear … Amos 3:8

Roaring … 1 Pet. 5:8

B. God’s use of:

Slay the disobedient … 1 Kin. 13:24, 26

Punish idolaters … 2 Kin. 17:25, 26

Show His power over … Dan. 6:16–24

C. Figurative of:

Tribe of Judah … Gen. 49:9

Christ … Rev. 5:5

Devil … 1 Pet. 5:8

Transformation … Is. 11:6–8

Victory … Ps. 91:13

Boldness … Prov. 28:1

Persecutors … Ps. 22:13

World empire … Dan. 7:1–4

Antichrist … Rev. 13:2

Lips

A. Described as:

Uncircumcised … Ex. 6:12, 30

Unclean … Is. 6:5, 7

Stammering … Is. 28:11

Flattering … Ps. 12:2, 3

Perverse … Prov. 4:24

Righteous … Prov. 16:13

False … Prov. 17:4

Burning … Prov. 26:23

B. Of the righteous, used for:

Knowledge … Job 33:3

Prayer … Ps. 17:1

Silent prayer … 1 Sam. 1:13

Righteousness … Ps. 40:9

Grace … Ps. 45:2

Praise … Ps. 51:15

Vows … Ps. 66:13, 14

Singing … Ps. 71:23

God’s judgments … Ps. 119:13

Lips—continued

Feeding many … Prov. 10:21

Spiritual fruitfulness … Hos. 14:2; Heb. 13:15

C. Of the wicked, used for:

Flattery … Prov. 7:21

Mocking … Ps. 22:7

Defiance … Ps. 12:4

Lying … Is. 59:3

Poison … Ps. 140:3, 9

Trouble-making … Prov. 24:2

Evil … Prov. 16:27, 30

Deception … Prov. 24:28

D. Warnings:

Put away perverse … Prov. 4:24

Refrain from using … Prov. 17:28; 1 Pet. 3:10

Of an adulteress, avoid … Prov. 5:3–13

Hypocrites … Mark 7:6

Litigation—a lawsuit

Christ’s warning concerning … Matt. 5:25, 40

Paul’s warning concerning … 1 Cor. 6:1, 2

Litter—a covered framework for carrying a single passenger

Of nations … Is. 66:20

Liver—body organ that secretes bile

A. Used literally of:

Animals:

In sacrifice … Ex. 29:13, 22

For divination … Ezek. 21:21

B. Used figuratively of:

Extreme pain or death … Prov. 7:23

Livestock

Struck by God … Ex. 12:29

Firstborn of, belong to God … Ex. 34:19

Can be unclean … Lev. 5:2

East of Jordan good for … Num. 32:1, 4

Given as ransom … Num. 3:45

See Cattle

Living, Christian

Source—Christ … John 14:19

Length—forever … John 11:25, 26

Means—faith in Christ … Rom. 1:17

Kind—resurrected … 2 Cor. 5:15

End—to God … Rom. 14:7, 8

Purpose—for Christ … 1 Thess. 5:10

Motivation—Christ … Gal. 2:20

Atmosphere—in the Spirit … Gal. 5:25

Manner—righteously … Titus 2:12

Enemies—flesh and sin … Rom. 8:12, 13

Price—persecution … 2 Tim. 3:12

Living creatures—a phrase referring to animals or living beings

Aquatic animals … Gen. 1:21 

Land animals … Gen. 1:24 

Angelic beings … Ezek. 1:5

Lizard—a small, swift reptile with legs

Ceremonially unclean … Lev. 11:29, 30

Lo-Ammi—not my people

Symbolic name of Hosea’s son … Hos. 1:8, 9

Loan (see Borrow; Lending)

Lock

Doors … Judg. 3:23, 24

Of hair … Judg. 16:13, 19

City gates … Neh. 3:6, 13, 14

Locust—devastating, migratory insects

A. Types, or stages, of:

Eating … Joel 1:4

Devastating … Lev. 11:22

B. Used literally of insects:

Miraculously brought forth … Ex. 10:12–19

Sent as a judgment … Deut. 28:38; 1 Kin. 8:37

Used for food … Matt. 3:4

C. Used figuratively of:

Weakness … Ps. 109:23, 24

Running men … Is. 33:4

Nineveh’s departing glory … Nah. 3:15, 17

Final plagues … Rev. 9:3, 7

See Grasshopper

Lod

Benjamite town … 1 Chr. 8:1, 12

Mentioned in postexilic books … Ezra 2:33

Aeneas healed here, called Lydda … Acts 9:32–35

Lo Debar

City in Manasseh

(in Gilead) … 2 Sam. 9:4, 5

Machir a native of … 2 Sam. 17:27

Lodge—to pass the night; to occupy a place temporarily

Angels—with Lot … Gen. 19:1–3

Travelers—in a house … Judg. 19:4–20

Spies—in a house … Josh. 2:1

Animals—in ruins … Zeph. 2:14

Righteousness—in a city … Is. 1:21

Thoughts—in Jerusalem … Jer. 4:14

Loft—a room upstairs

Dead child taken to … 1 Kin. 17:19–24

Young man falls from … Acts 20:9

Loins

Used figuratively of source of hope … 1 Pet. 1:13

Lois

Timothy’s grandmother … 2 Tim. 1:5

Loneliness

Jacob—in prayer … Gen. 32:23–30

Joseph—in weeping … Gen. 43:30, 31

Elijah—in discouragement … 1 Kin. 19:3–14

Jeremiah—in witnessing … Jer. 15:17

Nehemiah—in a night vigil … Neh. 2:12–16

Jonah—in repentance … Jon. 1:17–2:9

Christ—in agony … Matt. 26:36–45

Paul—in prison … 2 Tim. 4:16

Longevity—a great span of life

Allotted years, 70 … Ps. 90:10

See Length of life

Longsuffering—forbearance

A. Manifested in God’s:

Description of His nature … Ex. 34:6

Delay in executing wrath … Rom. 9:22

Dealing with sinful people … Rom. 2:4

Desire for humankind’s salvation … 2 Pet. 3:9, 15

B. As a Christian grace:

Exemplified by the prophets (“patience”) … James 5:10

Manifested by Old Testament saints (“patience”) … Heb. 6:12

Produced by the Spirit … Gal. 5:22

Witnessed in Paul’s life … 2 Cor. 6:6

Taught as a virtue … Eph. 4:1

Given power for … Col. 1:11

Set for imitation … 2 Tim. 3:10

Needed by preachers … 2 Tim. 4:2

Look—focusing the eyes toward something

Promise … Gen. 15:5

Warning against looking back … Gen. 19:17, 26

Astonishment … Ex. 3:2–6

Disdain … 1 Sam. 17:42

Encouragement … Ps. 34:5

Salvation … Is. 45:22

Glory … Acts 7:55

Faith … Jon. 2:4, 9

Anticipation … Luke 21:28

Self-examination … 2 John 8

Lord—title of majesty and kingship; master

A. Applied to:

God … Gen. 3:1–23 

Christ … Luke 6:46

Masters … Gen. 24:14, 27

Men (“sir”) … Matt. 21:30

Husbands … Gen. 18:12; 1 Pet. 3:6

B. As applied to Christ, “kyrios” indicates:

Identity with Yahweh … Joel 2:32

Confession of Christ’s lordship (“Jesus as Lord”) … Rom. 10:9

Absolute lordship … Phil. 2:11

Lord’s Day (see First day of week)

Lord’s Prayer

Taught by Jesus to His disciples … Matt. 6:9–13

Lord’s Supper

A. Described as:

Sharing of communion … 1 Cor. 10:16

Breaking of bread … Acts 2:42, 46

Lord’s Supper … 1 Cor. 11:20

Eucharist “giving of thanks” … Luke 22:17, 19

B. Features concerning:

Instituted by Christ … Matt. 26:26–29

Commemorative of Christ’s death … Luke 22:19, 20

Introductory to the new covenant … Matt. 26:28

Means of Christian fellowship … Acts 2:42, 46

Memorial feast … 1 Cor. 11:23–26

Inconsistent with demon fellowship … 1 Cor. 10:19–22

Preparation for, required … 1 Cor. 11:27–34

Spiritually explained … John 6:26–58

Lordship—supreme authority

Human kings … Mark 10:42

Divine King … Phil. 2:9–11

Lo-Ruhamah—not pitied

Symbolic name of Hosea’s daughter … Hos. 1:6

Loss, spiritual

A. Kinds of:

One’s self … Luke 9:24, 25

Reward … 1 Cor. 3:13–15

Heaven … Luke 16:19–31

B. Causes of:

Love of this life … Luke 17:33

Sin … Ps. 107:17, 34

Lost—unable to find the way

Descriptive of humankind as:

Separated from God … Luke 15:24, 32

Unregenerated … Matt. 15:24

Objects of Christ’s mission … Luke 15:4–6

Blinded by Satan … 2 Cor. 4:3, 4

Defiled … Titus 1:15, 16

Lot—covering

A. Life of:

Abram’s nephew … Gen. 11:27–31

Goes with Abram to Canaan … Gen. 12:5

Accompanies Abram to Egypt … Gen. 13:1

Settles in Sodom … Gen. 13:5–13

Rescued by Abram … Gen. 14:12–16

Befriends angels … Gen. 19:1–14

Saved from Sodom’s destruction … Gen. 19:15, 22

His wife, disobedient, becomes pillar of salt … Gen. 19:15, 17, 26

His daughters commit incest with … Gen. 19:30–38

Unwilling father of Moabites and Ammonites … Gen. 19:37, 38

B. Character of:

Makes selfish choice … Gen. 13:5–13

Lacks moral stability … Gen. 19:6–10

Loses moral influence … Gen. 19:14, 20

Lotan—a covering

Tribe of Horites in Mt. Seir … Gen. 36:20, 29; 1 Chr. 1:38, 39

Lot(s)—a means of deciding doubtful matters

A. Characteristic of:

Preceded by prayer … Acts 1:23–26

With divine sanction … Num. 26:55

Considered final … Num. 26:56

Used also by the ungodly … Matt. 27:35

B. Used for:

Selection of scapegoat … Lev. 16:8

Detection of a criminal … Josh. 7:14–18

Selection of warriors … Judg. 20:9, 10

Choice of a king … 1 Sam. 10:19–21

Deciding priestly rotation … Luke 1:9

Lot’s wife

Disobedient, becomes pillar of salt … Gen. 19:26

Event to be remembered … Luke 17:32

Love, Christian

A. Toward God:

First commandment … Matt. 22:37, 38

With all the heart … Matt. 22:37

More important than ritual … Mark 12:31–33

Gives boldness … 1 John 4:17–19

Must love his brother … 1 John 4:20, 21

B. Toward Christ:

Sign of true faith … John 8:42

Manifested in obedience … John 14:15, 21, 23

Leads to service … 2 Cor. 5:14

C. Toward others:

Second command … Matt. 22:37–39

Commanded by Christ … John 13:34

Described in detail … 1 Cor. 13:1–13

Love of Christ, the

A. Objects of:

Father … John 14:31

Believers … Gal. 2:20

Church … Eph. 5:2, 25

B. Described as:

Knowing … Eph. 3:19

Personal … Gal. 2:20

Conquering … Rom. 8:37

Unbreakable … Rom. 8:35

Intimate … John 14:21

Imitative … 1 John 3:16

Like the Father’s … John 15:9

Sacrificial … Gal. 2:20

C. Expressions of:

In taking our nature … Heb. 2:16–18

In dying for us … John 15:13

Love of God, the

A. Objects of:

Christ … John 3:35

Christians … 2 Thess. 2:16

Humankind … Titus 3:4

Cheerful giver … 2 Cor. 9:7

B. Described as:

Great … Eph. 2:4

Everlasting … Jer. 31:3

Sacrificial … Rom. 5:8

C. As seen in believers’:

Hearts … Rom. 5:5

Regeneration … Eph. 2:4, 5

Love … 1 John 4:7–12

Faith … 1 John 4:16

Security … 2 Thess. 3:5

Daily lives … 1 John 2:15–17

Obedience … 1 John 2:5

Without fear … 1 John 4:17–19

Glorification … 1 John 3:1, 2

Love, physical

Isaac and Rebekah … Gen. 24:67

Jacob and Rachel … Gen. 29:11–30

Samson and Delilah … Judg. 16:4, 15

Lovingkindness—gentle and steadfast mercy

Attitude of believers, to:

Expect … Ps. 17:7; Ps. 36:10

Rejoice in … Ps. 63:3; Ps. 69:16

Loyalty—fidelity to a person or cause

A. Kinds of, to:

People … Acts 25:7–11

Relatives … Esth. 2:21–23

King … 1 Sam. 24:6–10

Friend … 1 Sam. 20:1–4

Cause … 2 Sam. 11:9–11

Oath … 2 Sam. 21:7

B. Signs of:

General obedience … Rom. 13:1, 2

Prayer for rulers … Ezra 6:10

Hatred of disloyalty … Josh. 22:9–20

Lucifer—light-bearer

Name applied to Satan … Is. 14:12

Allusion to elsewhere … Luke 10:18

Lucius—of light

1. Prophet and teacher at Antioch … Acts 13:1

2. Paul’s companion in Corinth … Rom. 16:21

Lud, Ludim (plural)

1. Lud, a people descending from Shem … 1 Chr. 1:17

2. Ludim, a people descending from Mizraim (Egypt) … Gen. 10:13

Luhith—of tablets or planks

Moabite town … Is. 15:5

Luke—another name for Lucius

“The beloved physician” … Col. 4:14

Paul’s last companion … 2 Tim. 4:11

Luke, the Gospel of—a book of the New Testament

The annunciation … Luke 1:26–56

John the Baptist … Luke 3:1–22

The temptation … Luke 4:1–13

Public ministry begins … Luke 4:15

The disciples chosen … Luke 6:12–19

Luke, the Gospel of—continued

The disciples’ instructions … Luke 10:25–13:21

The Jerusalem ministry … Luke 19:28–21:38

The Last Supper … Luke 22:1–38

The Crucifixion … Luke 22:39–23:56

The Resurrection … Luke 24:1–53

Lukewarm—neither hot nor cold

Descriptive of Laodicea … Rev. 3:14–16

Lunatic—an insane person

David acts as … 1 Sam. 21:13–15

Nebuchadnezzar inflicted as … Dan. 4:31–36

Christ declared … John 10:20

Paul called … Acts 26:24

See Madness

Lust—evil desire

A. Origin of, in:

Satan … 1 John 3:8–12

Heart … Matt. 15:19

Flesh … James 1:14, 15

World … 2 Pet. 1:4

B. Described as:

Deceitful … Eph. 4:22

Enticing … James 1:14, 15

Harmful … 1 Tim. 6:9

Numerous … 2 Tim. 3:6

C. Among the unregenerate, they:

Live and walk in … Eph. 2:3

Are punished with … Rom. 1:24–32

D. Among false teachers, they:

Walk after … 2 Pet. 2:10–22

Will prevail in the last days … 2 Pet. 3:3

Are received because of … 2 Tim. 4:3, 4

E. Among Christians:

Once lived in … Eph. 2:3

Consider it dead … Col. 3:5

Deny … Titus 2:12

Flee from … 2 Tim. 2:22

Not carry out … Gal. 5:16

Lute—musical instrument

Used in worship … Ps. 150:3

Luxuries

A. Characteristic of:

Egypt … Heb. 11:24–27

Tyre … Ezek. 27:1–27

Ancient Babylon … Dan. 4:30

Israel … Amos 6:1–7

Persia … Esth. 1:3–11

Harlot Babylon … Rev. 18:10–13

B. Productive of:

Temptation … Josh. 7:20, 21

Physical weakness … Dan. 1:8, 10–16

Moral decay … Nah. 3:1–19

Spiritual decay … Rev. 3:14–17

Luz—almond tree

1. Ancient Canaanite town … Gen. 28:19

Called Bethel … Gen. 35:6

2. Hittite town … Judg. 1:23–26

Lycaonia—a rugged, inland district of Asia Minor

Paul preaches in three of its cities … Acts 14:6, 11

Lycia—a province of Asia Minor

Paul:

Visits Patara, a city of … Acts 21:1, 2

Lands at Myra, a city of … Acts 27:5, 6

Lydia—from Lud

1. Woman of Thyatira; Paul’s first European convert … Acts 16:14, 15, 40

2. District of Asia Minor containing Ephesus, Smyrna, Thyatira, and Sardis … Rev. 1:11

Lye

Used for cleansing … Jer. 2:22

Lying (see Liars)

Lyre—a musical instrument

Used in Babylon … Dan. 3:7, 10

Lysanias—ending sadness

Tetrarch of Abilene … Luke 3:1

Lysias, Claudius

Roman captain who rescues Paul … Acts 23:10

Listens to Paul’s nephew … Acts 23:16–22

Sends Paul to Felix … Acts 23:23–31

Felix awaits arrival of … Acts 24:22

Lystra—a city of Lycaonia

Visited by Paul … Acts 14:6, 21

Lame man healed here … Acts 14:8–10

People of, attempt to worship Paul and Barnabas … Acts 14:11–18

Paul stoned here … 2 Tim. 3:11

Home of Timothy … Acts 16:1, 2


M

Maacah, Maachah—oppression

1. Daughter of Nahor … Gen. 22:24

2. Small Syrian kingdom near Mt. Hermon … Deut. 3:14

Not possessed by Israel … Josh. 13:13

Called Syrian Maacah … 1 Chr. 19:6, 7

3. Machir’s wife … 1 Chr. 7:15, 16

4. One of Caleb’s concubines … 1 Chr. 2:48

5. Father of Shephatiah … 1 Chr. 27:16

6. Ancestress of King Saul … 1 Chr. 8:29; 1 Chr. 9:35

7. One of David’s warriors … 1 Chr. 11:43

8. Father of Achish, king of Gath … 1 Kin. 2:39

9. David’s wife and mother of Absalom … 2 Sam. 3:3

10. Wife of Rehoboam; mother of King Abijah … 2 Chr. 11:18–21

Makes idol, is deposed as queen mother … 1 Kin. 15:13

Maachathites—inhabitants of Maachah

Not conquered by Israel … Josh. 13:13

Among Israel’s warriors … 2 Sam. 23:34

See Maacah

Maadai—ornament of Yahweh

Postexilic Jew; divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:34

Maadiah

Priest who returns from Babylon with Zerubbabel … Neh. 12:5, 7

Same as Moadiah in … Neh. 12:17

Maai—compassionate

Postexilic trumpeter … Neh. 12:35, 36

Maarath—barren place

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:1, 59

Maaseiah—work of Yahweh

1. Levite musician during David’s reign … 1 Chr. 15:16, 18

2. Levite captain under Jehoiada … 2 Chr. 23:1

3. Official during King Uzziah’s reign … 2 Chr. 26:11

4. Son of Ahaz, slain by Zichri … 2 Chr. 28:7

5. Governor of Jerusalem during King Josiah’s reign … 2 Chr. 34:1, 8

6. Father of the false prophet Zedekiah … Jer. 29:21

7. Father of Zephaniah the priest … Jer. 21:1

8. Temple doorkeeper … Jer. 35:4

9. Judahite postexilic Jew … Neh. 11:5

10. Benjamite ancestor of a postexilic Jew … Neh. 11:7

11, 12, 13. Three priests who divorced their foreign wives … Ezra 10:18, 21, 22

14. Layman who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:30

15. Representative who signs the covenant … Neh. 10:1, 25

16. One who stood by Ezra … Neh. 8:4

17. Levite who explains the Law … Neh. 8:7

18. Priest who takes part in dedication services … Neh. 12:41

19. Another participating priest … Neh. 12:42

20. Father or ancestor of Azariah … Neh. 3:23

Maasai—work of Yahweh

Priest of Immer’s family … 1 Chr. 9:12

Maath—to be small

Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:26

Maaz—anger

Judahite … 1 Chr. 2:27

Maaziah—Yahweh is a refuge

1. Descendant of Aaron; heads a course of priests … 1 Chr. 24:1–18

2. One who signs the covenant … Neh. 10:1, 8

Macedonia—Greece (northern)

A. In Old Testament prophecy:

Called the kingdom of Greece … Dan. 11:2

Bronze part of Nebuchadnezzar’s image … Dan. 2:32, 39

Described as a leopard with four heads … Dan. 7:6, 17

Described as a male goat … Dan. 8:5, 21; Dan. 11:4

B. In New Testament missions:

Man of, appeals to … Acts 16:9, 10

Paul preaches in, at Philippi, etc. Acts 16:10–17:14

Paul’s troubles in … 2 Cor. 7:5

Churches of, very generous … Rom. 15:26; 2 Cor. 8:1–5

Machbanai—clad with a cloak

One of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 12:13

Machbenah—lump

Son of Sheva … 1 Chr. 2:49

Machi

Father of the Gadite spy … Num. 13:15

Machir—sold

1. Manasseh’s only son … Gen. 50:23

Founder of the family of Machirites … Num. 26:29

Conqueror of Gilead … Num. 32:39, 40

Name used of Manasseh tribe … Judg. 5:14

2. Son of Ammiel … 2 Sam. 9:4, 5

Provides food for David … 2 Sam. 17:27–29

Machnadebai—gift of the noble one

Son of Bani; divorced foreign wife … Ezra 10:34, 40

Machpelah—double

Field containing a cave; bought by Abraham … Gen. 23:9–18

Sarah and Abraham buried here … Gen. 23:19; 25:9, 10

Isaac, Rebekah, Leah, and Jacob buried here … Gen. 49:29–31; Gen. 50:12, 13

Madai—middle

Third son of Japheth; ancestor of the Medes … Gen. 10:2

Made—something brought into being

A. Why Christ was made for us:

Sin … 2 Cor. 5:21

In our likeness … Phil. 2:7

High priest … Heb. 6:20

B. What Christians are made by Him:

Righteous … 2 Cor. 5:21

Heirs … Titus 3:7

Kings and priests … Rev. 1:4–6

Madmannah—dunghill

Town in south Judah … Josh. 15:20, 31

Son of Shaaph … 1 Chr. 2:49

Madmen—dunghill

Moabite town … Jer. 48:2

Madmenah—dunghill, or dungheap

Town near Jerusalem … Is. 10:31

Madness—emotional or mental derangement

A. Kinds of:

Extreme jealousy … 1 Sam. 18:8–11

Extreme rage … Luke 6:11

B. Causes of:

Disobedience to God’s laws … Deut. 28:28

Judgment sent by God … Dan. 4:31–34; Zech. 12:4

C. Manifestations of:

Irrational behavior … 1 Sam. 21:12–15

Uncontrollable emotions … Mark 5:1–5

Moral decay … Jer. 50:38

See Insanity; Lunatic

Madon—contention

Canaanite town … Josh. 12:19

Joins confederacy against Joshua … Josh. 11:1–12

Magbish—strong

Town of Judah … Ezra 2:30

Magdala—tower

City of Galilee … Matt. 15:39

Magdalene—of Magdala

Descriptive of one of the Marys … Matt. 27:56

See Mary 3

Magdiel—God is glory

Edomite chief … Gen. 36:43

Magi—a priestly sect in Persia

Bring gifts to the infant Jesus … Matt. 2:1, 2

Magic, magician—the art of doing superhuman things by “supernatural” means

A. Special manifestations of:

At the Exodus … Ex. 7:11

During apostolic Christianity … Acts 8:9, 18–24

B. Modified power of:

Acknowledged in history … Ex. 7:11, 22

Recognized in prophecy … 2 Thess. 2:9–12

Fulfilled in second beast … Rev. 13:13–18

C. Failure of, to:

Perform miracles … Ex. 8:18, 19

Overcome demons … Acts 19:13–19

D. Condemnation of, by:

Explicit law … Lev. 20:27

Their inability … Ex. 8:18

Final judgment … Rev. 21:8

See Divination

Magistrates—civil rulers

A. Descriptive of:

Ruler … Judg. 18:7

Authorities … Luke 12:11

B. Office of:

Ordained by God … Rom. 13:1, 2

Due proper respect … Acts 23:5

C. Duties of:

To judge:

Impartially … Deut. 1:17

Righteously … Deut. 25:1

D. Christian’s attitude toward:

Pray for … 1 Tim. 2:1, 2

Honor … Ex. 22:28

Submit to … 1 Pet. 2:13, 14

Magnanimity—loftiness

A. Expressions of, toward people:

Abram’s offer to Lot … Gen. 13:7–12

Jacob’s offer to Esau … Gen. 33:8–11

B. Expression of, toward God:

Moses’ plea for Israel … Ex. 32:31–33

Paul’s prayer for Israel … Rom. 9:1–3

Magnificat—he magnifies

Poem of the Virgin Mary … Luke 1:46–55

Magnify—to make or declare great

A. Concerning God’s:

Name … 2 Sam. 7:26

Word … Ps. 138:2

Law … Is. 42:21

Christ’s name … Acts 19:17

B. Duty of, toward God:

With others … Ps. 34:3

With thanksgiving … Ps. 69:30

In the body … Phil. 1:20

Magog—region of Gog

People among Japheth’s descendants … Gen. 10:2

Associated with Gog … Ezek. 38:2

Representatives of final enemies … Rev. 20:8

Magor-Missabib—terror on every side

Name indicating Pashhur’s demise … Jer. 20:3

Magpiash—collector of a cluster of stars

Signer of the covenant … Neh. 10:20

Mahalalel—praise of God

1. Descendant of Seth … Gen. 5:12

Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:37

2. Postexilic Judahite … Neh. 11:4

Mahalath—sickness

1. One of Esau’s wives … Gen. 28:9

Called Basemath … Gen. 36:3, 4, 13

2. One of Rehoboam’s wives … 2 Chr. 11:18

3. Musical term … Ps. 53 (Title)

Mahanaim—two camps

Name given by Jacob to a sacred site … Gen. 32:2

On boundary between Gad and Manasseh … Josh. 13:26, 30

Assigned to Merarite Levites … Josh. 21:38

Becomes Ishbosheth’s capital … 2 Sam. 2:8–29

David flees to, during Absalom’s rebellion … 2 Sam. 17:24, 27

Mahanaim—continued

Solomon places Ahinadab over … 1 Kin. 4:14

Mahaneh Dan—camp of Dan

Place between Zorah and Eshtaol … Judg. 13:25

Maharai—swift, hasty

One of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:28

Becomes an army captain … 1 Chr. 27:13

Mahath—grasping

1. Kohathite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:35

2. Levite in Hezekiah’s reign … 2 Chr. 29:12

Appointed an overseer of tithes … 2 Chr. 31:13

Mahavite

Applied to Eliel … 1 Chr. 11:46

Mahazioth—visions

Levite musician … 1 Chr. 25:4, 30

Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz—spoil speeds, prey hastes

Symbolic name of Isaiah’s second son; prophetic of the fall of Damascus and Samaria … Is. 8:1–4

Mahlah—disease

1. Zelophehad’s daughter … Num. 26:33

2. Child of Hammoleketh … 1 Chr. 7:18

Mahli—weak, silly

1. Eldest son of Merari … Ex. 6:19; Num. 3:20

Father of three sons … 1 Chr. 6:29

Father of tribal family … Num. 3:33

2. Another Merarite Levite; nephew of 1 … 1 Chr. 6:47; 1 Chr. 23:23; 1 Chr. 24:30

Mahlon—sickly

Husband of Ruth; without child … Ruth 1:2–5

Mahol—dance

Father of certain wise men … 1 Kin. 4:31

Mahseiah

Ancestor of Baruch … Jer. 32:12

Maid—a young woman

A. Characteristic of:

Obedient … Ps. 123:2

B. Provision for:

Physical needs of … Prov. 27:27

Accepted as wives … Gen. 30:3

Maidservant

Expressive of humility:

Ruth … Ruth 2:13

Woman of En Dor … 1 Sam. 28:7, 21, 22

Mary … Luke 1:38

Mail

Letters were sent … Esth. 3:13

Mainsail—the lowest sail on the foremast, providing directional control

Hoisted … Acts 27:40

Maintenance—provision for support

Household supply … Prov. 27:27

King’s service … Ezra 4:14

Solomon’s supply … 1 Kin. 4:22, 23

House of the Lord … 1 Chr. 26:27

Majesty—the dignity and power of a ruler

A. Of God:

Splendor of … Is. 2:2, 19, 21

Voice of … Ps. 29:4

Clothed with … Ps. 93:1

B. Of Christ:

Promised to … Mic. 5:2–4

Laid upon … Ps. 21:5

Eyewitness of … 2 Pet. 1:16

C. Of kings:

Solomon … 1 Chr. 29:25



Nebuchadnezzar … Dan. 4:28, 30, 36; Dan. 5:18–21

Makaz—end, boundary

Town in Judah … 1 Kin. 4:9

Makheloth—assemblies

Israelite camp … Num. 33:25, 26

Makkedah—place of shepherds

Canaanite town assigned to Judah … Josh. 15:20, 41

Maktesh—mortar

Valley in Jerusalem … Zeph. 1:11

Malachi—my messenger

Prophet and writer … Mal. 1:1

Malachi, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

God’s love for Jacob … Mal. 1:1–5

The priesthood rebuked … Mal. 1:6–2:17

The messenger of the Lord … Mal. 3:1–5

Blessings of the tithe … Mal. 3:6–12

The day of the Lord … Mal. 4:1–6

Malcam—their king

Benjamite leader … 1 Chr. 8:9

Malchiah (see Malchijah)

Malchiel—God is king

Grandson of Asher; founder of Malchielites … Gen. 46:17

Malchijah, Malchiah—Yahweh is king

1. Gershonite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:40

2. The father of Pashhur(Pashur) … 1 Chr. 9:12; Jer. 21:1

Called Melchiah … Jer. 21:1

3. Head of a priestly division … 1 Chr. 24:1, 6, 9

4. Royal prince … Jer. 38:1, 6

5, 6. Two sons of Parosh; divorced their foreign wives … Ezra 10:25

7. Son of Harim; divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:31

Helps rebuild walls … Neh. 3:11

8. Son of Rechab; repairs gates … Neh. 3:14

9. Postexilic goldsmith … Neh. 3:31

10. Ezra’s assistant … Neh. 8:4

11. Signer of the covenant … Neh. 10:1, 3

12. Choir member … Neh. 12:42

Malchiram—the king is exalted

Son of King Jeconiah … 1 Chr. 3:17, 18

Malchishua—the king is salvation

Son of King Saul … 1 Sam. 14:49

Killed at Gilboa … 1 Sam. 31:2

Malchus—king

Servant of the high priest … John 18:10

Malformation—irregular features

Of a giant … 2 Sam. 21:20

Malice—active intent to harm others

A. Causes of:

Unregenerate heart … Prov. 6:14–16, 18, 19

Satanic hatred … 1 John 3:12

Jealousy … 1 Sam. 18:8–29

Racial prejudice … Esth. 3:5–15

B. Christian’s attitude toward:

Pray for those guilty of … Matt. 5:44

Clean out … 1 Cor. 5:7, 8

Put away … Eph. 4:31

Put off … Col. 3:8

Laying aside … 1 Pet. 2:1

Avoid manifestations … 1 Pet. 2:16

C. Characteristics:

Unregenerate … Rom. 1:29; Titus 3:3

God’s wrath … Rom. 1:18, 29

Brings own punishment … Ps. 7:15, 16

Mallothi—I have talked

Son of Heman … 1 Chr. 25:4, 26

Mallow—saltiness

Perennial shrub that grows in salty marshes … Job 30:4

Malluch—reigning

1. Merarite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:44

2. Chief of postexilic priests … Neh. 12:2, 7

3. Son of Bani; divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:29

4. Son of Harim; divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:32

5, 6. Two who sign the covenant … Neh. 10:4, 27

Malta—an island in the Mediterranean

Site of Paul’s shipwreck … Acts 28:1–8

Mammon—wealth

Served as a master other than God … Matt. 6:24

Mamre—firmness

1. Town or district near Hebron … Gen. 23:19

West of Machpelah … Gen. 23:17, 19

Abram dwelt by the oaks of … Gen. 13:18

2. Amorite, brother of Eshcol … Gen. 14:13

Man—human being, male or female

A. Original state of:

Created by God … Gen. 1:26, 27 

Created for God’s pleasure and glory … Is. 43:7; Rev. 4:11

Made in God’s image … Gen. 9:6

Formed of dust … Gen. 2:7 

Made upright … Eccl. 7:29

Endowed with intelligence … Gen. 2:19, 20 ; Col. 3:10

Wonderfully made … Ps. 139:14–16

Given wide dominion … Gen. 1:28 

From one … Acts 17:26–28

Male and female … Gen. 1:27 

Superior to animals … Matt. 10:31

Living being … Gen. 2:7 

B. Sinful state of:

Result of Adam’s and Eve’s disobedience … Gen. 2:16, 17 ; Gen. 3:1–6 

Makes all sinners … Rom. 5:12

Brings physical death … Gen. 2:16, 17, 19; Rom. 5:12–14

Makes spiritually dead … Eph. 2:1

C. Redeemed state of:

Originates in God’s love … John 3:16

Provides salvation for … Titus 2:11

Accomplished by Christ’s death … 1 Pet. 1:18–21

Fulfills the new covenant … Heb. 8:8–13

Entered by new birth … John 3:1–12

D. Final state of:

Continues eternally … Matt. 25:46

Cannot be changed … Luke 16:26

Determined by faith or by unbelief … John 3:36; 2 Thess. 1:6–10

E. Christ’s relation to:

Gives light to … John 1:9

Knows nature of … John 2:25

Took nature of … Heb. 2:14–16

In the likeness … Rom. 8:3

Only Mediator for … 1 Tim. 2:5

Died for … Heb. 9:26, 28; 1 Pet. 1:18–21

F. Certain aspects of:

First—Adam … 1 Cor. 15:45, 47

Last—Christ … 1 Cor. 15:45

Natural—unregenerate … 1 Cor. 2:14

Outward—physical … 2 Cor. 4:16

Inner—spiritual … Rom. 7:22

New—regenerate … Eph. 2:15

Man of Sin (see Antichrist)

Manaen—comforter

Prophet and teacher in church at Antioch … Acts 13:1

Manahath—resting place

1. Son of Shobal … Gen. 36:23

2. City of exile for sons of Ehud … 1 Chr. 8:6

Citizens of, called Manahethites … 1 Chr. 2:54

Manasseh—making to forget

1. Joseph’s firstborn son … Gen. 41:50, 51

Adopted by Jacob … Gen. 48:5, 6

Loses his birthright to Ephraim … Gen. 48:13–20

Ancestor of a tribe … Num. 1:34, 35

2. Sons of … Num. 26:28–34

Census of … Num. 1:34, 35

Second census of … Num. 26:34

One half of, desire region in east Jordan … Num. 32:33–42

Help Joshua against Canaanites … Josh. 1:12–18

Division of, into eastern and western … Josh. 22:7

Region assigned to eastern half … Deut. 3:12–15

Land assigned to western half … Josh. 17:1–13

Zelophehad’s daughters included in … Josh. 17:3, 4

Question concerning altar … Josh. 22:9–34

Joshua’s challenge to … Josh. 17:14–18

Designation of city (Golan) of refuge … Josh. 20:8

Did not drive out Canaanites … Judg. 1:27, 28

Gideon, a member of … Judg. 6:15

Some of, help David … 1 Chr. 12:19–31

Many support Asa … 2 Chr. 15:9

Attend Passover … 2 Chr. 30:1–18

Idols destroyed in … 2 Chr. 31:1

12,000 of, sealed … Rev. 7:6

3. Intentional change of Moses’ name to … Judg. 18:30

4. Son and successor of Hezekiah, king of Judah … 2 Kin. 21:1

Reigns wickedly; restores idolatry … 2 Kin. 21:1–16; 2 Chr. 33:1–9

Captured and taken to Babylon … 2 Chr. 33:10, 11

Repents and is restored … 2 Chr. 33:12, 13

Removes idols and altars … 2 Chr. 33:14–20

5, 6. Two men who divorce their foreign wives … Ezra 10:30, 33

Mandrake—a rhubarblike herb, having narcotic qualities

Supposed to induce human fertility … Gen. 30:14–16; Song 7:13

Gives off a fragrance … Song 7:13

Manger—a feeding place for cattle

Place of Jesus’ birth … Luke 2:7, 12

Called “crib” … Is. 1:3

Same as “stall” … Luke 13:15

Manifest—to make something clear or evident

A. Applied to God’s:

Nature … Rom. 1:19

Revelation … Col. 1:26

Knowledge … 2 Cor. 2:14

Love … 1 John 4:9

Judgments … Rev. 15:4

B. Applied to Christ’s:

Nature … 1 Tim. 3:16

Presence … John 1:31

Life … 1 John 1:2

Glory … John 2:11

Purpose … 1 John 3:8

C. Applied to evil:

Works of the flesh … Gal. 5:19

Humankind’s:

Deeds … John 3:21

Folly … 2 Tim. 3:9

Manliness—masculine characteristics at their best

A. Qualities of:

Self-control … 1 Cor. 9:25–27

Mature understanding … 1 Cor. 14:20

Courage in danger … 2 Sam. 10:11, 12

Endure hardship … 2 Tim. 2:3–5

B. Examples of:

Caleb … Num. 13:30

Joshua … Josh. 1:1–11

Jonathan … 1 Sam. 14:1, 6–14

Daniel … Dan. 6:1–28

Paul … 1 Cor. 11:23–28

Manna—what is it?

A. Features regarding:

Description of … Num. 11:7–9

Bread given by God … Ex. 16:4, 15; John 6:30–32

Previously unknown … Deut. 8:3, 16

Fell at evening … Num. 11:9

Despised by people … Num. 11:4–6

Ceased at conquest … Josh. 5:12

B. Illustrative of:

God’s glory … Ex. 16:7

Christ as the true bread … John 6:32–35

Manners—a way of life

A. Evil kinds:

Sexual immorality … Gen. 19:31–36

Customs of other nations … Lev. 20:23

Lovers of self … 2 Tim. 3:2–4

Careless living … Judg. 18:7

B. Good kinds:

Prayer … Matt. 6:9

Faithfulness … Acts 20:18

Holy conduct … 2 Pet. 3:11, 12

Manoah—rest, quiet

Danite; father of Samson … Judg. 13:1–25

Speaks of Angel of God … Judg. 13:11–22

Disapproves of Philistine wife for Samson … Judg. 14:3

Mantle—a garment

Female garment … Is. 3:22

Outer garment (robe) … 1 Kin. 19:13, 19; 2 Kin. 2:8, 13, 14

Maoch—oppression

Father of Achish, king of Gath … 1 Sam. 27:2

Maon—abode

1. Village in Judah … Josh. 15:55

David stayed at … 1 Sam. 23:24, 25

House of Nabal … 1 Sam. 25:2

2. Shammai’s son … 1 Chr. 2:45

3. People called Maonites among Israel’s oppressors … Judg. 10:12

Called Meunites … 2 Chr. 26:7

Listed among returnees … Ezra 2:50; Neh. 7:52

Mara—bitter

Name chosen by Naomi … Ruth 1:20

Marah—bitterness

First Israelite camp after passing through the Red Sea … Num. 33:8, 9

Maralah—downward slope

Village in Zebulun … Josh. 19:11

Marble—crystalline limestone

In columns … Esth. 1:6

In Babylon’s trade … Rev. 18:12

Mareshah—summit

1. Father of Hebron … 1 Chr. 2:42

2. Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:21

3. Town of Judah … Josh. 15:44

City built for defense by Rehoboam … 2 Chr. 11:5, 8

Great battle here between Asa and Zerah … 2 Chr. 14:9–12

Mariners—sailors; seamen

Skilled … 1 Kin. 9:27

Fearful … Jon. 1:5

Weeping … Ezek. 27:8–36

Storm-tossed … Acts 27:27–31

Mark

As object, thing:

Sign for preservation … Ezek. 9:4–6

Sign of those following the Antichrist … Rev. 13:16, 17; Rev. 14:9, 11; Rev. 20:4

Mark (John)—a large hammer

Son of Mary, a believer … Acts 12:12

Cousin of Barnabas … Col. 4:10

Returns with Barnabas to Antioch … Acts 12:25

Leaves Paul and Barnabas at Perga … Acts 13:13

Paul refuses to take him again … Acts 15:37–39

Paul’s approval of … 2 Tim. 4:11

Peter’s companion … 1 Pet. 5:13

The author of the second Gospel … Mark 1:1 (Title)

Mark, the Gospel of—a book of the New Testament

John the Baptist … Mark 1:1–11

Choosing of the disciples … Mark 3:13–19

Parables … Mark 4:1–34

Galilean tours … Mark 1:21–45; Mark 6:1–44

Peter’s confession … Mark 8:27–30

The Transfiguration … Mark 9:1–13

Foretelling of Jesus’ death … Mark 10:32–34

Entry into Jerusalem … Mark 11:1–11

Controversy with religious authorities … Mark 11:27–12:40

Events of the Crucifixion … Mark 14:43–15:47

The Resurrection … Mark 16:1–20

Marketplace

Place of:

Greetings … Matt. 23:7

Public trial … Acts 16:19, 20

Evangelism … Acts 17:17

Trade, Tyre to all nations … Is. 23:1–4

Maroth—bitter fountains

Town of Judah … Mic. 1:12

Marred face

Disqualifies for service … Lev. 21:18

Marriage

A. Described as:

Instituted by God … Gen. 2:18–24 

Honorable among all … Heb. 13:4

Permanent bond … Matt. 19:6

Intimate bond … Matt. 19:5

Blessed of God for having children … Gen. 1:27, 28 

Dissolved by death … Rom. 7:2, 3

Means of sexual love … Prov. 5:15–19

Centered in love and obedience … Eph. 5:21–33

Worthy of Jesus’ presence … John 2:1–11

B. Prohibitions concerning:

Near of kin … Lev. 18:6–18

Fornication excludes remarriage … Matt. 5:32

Polygamy forbidden … Lev. 18:18

Idol worshipers … Ex. 34:16

C. Arrangements for (among Hebrews):

Arranged by parents … Gen. 21:21

Parties consenting … Gen. 24:8

Parental concern in … Gen. 26:34, 35

Romance involved in … Gen. 29:10, 11

Commitment considered binding … Gen. 24:58, 60

Unfaithfulness in, brings God’s judgment … Heb. 13:4

D. Ceremonies of (among Hebrews):

Time of joy … Jer. 7:34

Bride richly attired … Ps. 45:13–15

Bride veiled … Gen. 24:65

Bridegroom decks himself … Is. 61:10

Wedding feast in bridegroom’s house … Matt. 22:1–10

Distinctive clothing of guests … Matt. 22:11, 12

Christ attends … John 2:1–11

Festivities following … John 2:8–10

Gifts bestowed at … Ps. 45:12

Parental blessing on … Gen. 24:60

Change of name … Ps. 45:10, 16

Consummation of … Gen. 29:23

Proof of virginity … Deut. 22:13–21

E. Purposes of:

Man’s happiness … Gen. 2:18 

Continuance of the race … Gen. 1:28 

Godly offspring … Mal. 2:14, 15

Prevention of fornication … 1 Cor. 7:2, 9

Complete satisfaction … Prov. 5:19; 1 Tim. 5:14

F. Denial of:

As a prophetic sign … Jer. 16:2

For a specific purpose … Matt. 19:10–12

As a sign of apostasy … 1 Tim. 4:1–3

To those in heaven … Matt. 22:30

G. Figurative of:

God’s union with Israel … Is. 54:5

Christ’s union with His church … Eph. 5:23–32

Marrow—the vascular tissue which occupies the cavities of bones

A. Used literally of:

Healthy person … Job 21:23, 24

Inner being … Heb. 4:12

B. Used figuratively of:

Spiritual sustenance … Ps. 63:5

Marsena—forgetful man

Persian prince … Esth. 1:14

Mars’ Hill (see Areopagus)

Marsh

Area of grassy, soft, wet land … Ezek. 47:11

Martha—lady, mistress

Sister of Mary and Lazarus … John 11:1, 2

Welcomes Jesus into her home … Luke 10:38

Rebuked by Christ … Luke 10:38–42

Affirms her faith … John 11:21–32

Serves supper … John 12:1–3

Martyrdom—death for the sake of one’s faith

A. Causes of:

Evil deeds … 1 John 3:12

Persecution by the Antichrist … Rev. 13:15

Harlot Babylon’s hatred … Rev. 17:5, 6

Our Christian faith … Rev. 6:9

B. Believer’s attitude toward:

Remember Christ’s warning … Matt. 10:21, 22

Do not fear … Matt. 10:28

Be prepared … Matt. 16:24, 25

Be ready for, if necessary … Acts 21:13

C. Examples of:

Prophets and apostles … Luke 11:50, 51

John the Baptist … Mark 6:18–29

Stephen … Acts 7:58–60

Early disciples of the Lord … Acts 9:1, 2

Marvel—to express astonishment

A. Expressed by Christ because of:

Centurion’s faith … Matt. 8:10

Unbelief of many … Mark 6:6

B. Expressed by men because of Christ’s:

Power … Matt. 8:27

Knowledge … John 7:15

Word … Matt. 22:22

Mary—same as Miriam

1. Jesus’ mother … Matt. 1:16

Prophecies concerning … Is. 7:14

Engaged to Joseph … Luke 1:26, 27

Told of virginal conception … Luke 1:28–38

Visits Elizabeth … Luke 1:39–41

Offers praise … Luke 1:46–55

Gives birth to Jesus … Luke 2:6–20

Flees with Joseph to Egypt … Matt. 2:13–18

Mother of other children … Mark 6:3

Visits Jerusalem with Jesus … Luke 2:41–52

Entrusted to John’s care … John 19:25–27

Involved in Jesus’ first miracle … John 2:3–11

In Upper Room … Acts 1:13, 14

2. Wife of Clopas … John 19:25

Mother of James and Joses … Matt. 27:56

One of the women at the Cross … Matt. 27:55, 56

Follows Jesus’ body to the tomb … Matt. 27:61

Sees the risen Lord … Matt. 28:1, 9, 10

Tells His disciples of resurrection … Matt. 28:7–9; Luke 24:9–11

3. Mary Magdalene … Matt. 27:56, 61

Delivered from seven demons … Luke 8:2

Contributes to support of Christ … Luke 8:2, 3

Looks on the crucified Savior … Matt. 27:55, 56

Follows Jesus’ body to the tomb … Matt. 27:61

Visits Jesus’ tomb with Mary, mother of James … Mark 16:1–8

Tells the disciples … John 20:2

First to see the risen Lord … Mark 16:9; John 20:11–18

4. Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus … John 11:1, 2

Commended by Jesus … Luke 10:38–42

Grieves for Lazarus … John 11:19, 20, 28–33

Anoints Jesus … John 12:1–3, 7

Commended again by Jesus … Matt. 26:7–13

5. Mark’s mother … Acts 12:12–17

6. Christian disciple at Rome … Rom. 16:6

Mash

Division of the Arameans … Gen. 10:23

Called Meshech … 1 Chr. 1:17

Mashal

Refuge city given to the Levites … 1 Chr. 6:74

Called Mishal … Josh. 19:26; Josh. 21:30

Mason—one who lays stones or bricks

A. Sent by Hiram to help:

David … 2 Sam. 5:11

Solomon … 1 Kin. 5:18

B. Used in temple:

Repairs … 2 Chr. 24:12

Rebuilding … Ezra 3:7

Masrekah—vineyard

City of Edom … Gen. 36:36

Massa—burden

Son of Ishmael … Gen. 25:12, 14

Massah and Meribah—testing and strife

Named together … Ex. 17:7

Named separately … Deut. 33:8

First locality, at Rephidim, Israel just out of Egypt … Ex. 17:1–7

Levites proved … Deut. 33:8

Second locality, at Kadesh, 40 years later … Num. 20:1–13

Moses and Aaron rebel here … Num. 20:24

Tragic events recalled by Moses … Deut. 6:16

Used as a boundary of the land … Ezek. 47:17, 19

Used for spiritual lesson … Heb. 3:7–12

Mast—a vertical support for sails and rigging on a sailing ship

A. Used literally of:

Cedars of Lebanon … Ezek. 27:5

B. Used figuratively of:

Strength of enemies … Is. 33:23

Master

A. Descriptive of:

Owner of slaves … Ex. 21:4–6

King … 1 Chr. 12:19

Prophet … 2 Kin. 2:3, 5

B. Kinds of:

Unmerciful … 1 Sam. 30:13–15

Angry … Luke 14:21

Good … Gen. 24:9–35

Believing … 1 Tim. 6:2

Heavenly … Col. 4:1

Master builder

Paul describes himself as … 1 Cor. 3:10

Master workmen—craftsmen

Bezalel … Ex. 31:1–5

Hiram (Huram) of Tyre … 1 Kin. 7:13–50

Aquila and Priscilla … Acts 18:2, 3

Demetrius … Acts 19:24

Mate—the male or female of a pair

God provides for … Is. 34:15, 16

Materialistic—concerned for worldly goods only

Christ condemns … Luke 12:16–21

Sadducees described as … Acts 23:8

Christians forbidden to live as … 1 Cor. 15:30–34

Mathematics, spiritual

A. General:

Addition:

God’s Word … Deut. 4:2

Knowledge will increase … Dan. 12:4

Increased riches … Ps. 62:10

Subtraction:

God’s commandments … Deut. 12:32

Multiplication:

Human family … Gen. 1:28 

B. Unrighteous:

Addition:

Wealth … Ps. 73:12

Guilt … 2 Chr. 28:13

Sin … Is. 30:1

Subtraction:

Wealth obtained by fraud … Prov. 13:11

Life shortened … Ps. 55:23; Prov. 10:27

Multiplication:

Sorrow by idolatry … Ps. 16:4

Transgression … Prov. 29:16

C. Righteous:

Addition:

Years … Prov. 3:1, 2; Prov. 4:10

Blessing without sorrow … Prov. 10:22

By putting God first … Matt. 6:33

Graces … 2 Pet. 1:5–7

In latter years … Job 42:12

Subtraction:

Disease … Ex. 15:26

Taken from evil … Is. 57:1

Multiplication:

Prosperity … Deut. 8:1, 11–13

Length of days … Deut. 11:18–21; Prov. 9:11

Mercy, peace, love … Jude 2

Church … Acts 9:31

Matred—expulsion

Mother-in-law of Hadar (Hadad), an Edomite king … Gen. 36:39

Matri—rainy

Saul’s Benjamite family … 1 Sam. 10:21

Mattan—gift

1. Priest of Baal … 2 Kin. 11:18

Killed by the people … 2 Chr. 23:16, 17

2. Father of Shephatiah … Jer. 38:1

Mattanah—gift

Israelite camp … Num. 21:18, 19

Mattaniah—gift of Yahweh

1. King Zedekiah’s original name … 2 Kin. 24:17

2. Son of Micah, a Levite and Asaphite … 1 Chr. 9:15

3. Musician, son of Heman … 1 Chr. 25:4, 16

4. Spirit of the Lord came upon … 2 Chr. 20:14

5. Levite under King Hezekiah … 2 Chr. 29:13

6. Postexilic Levite and singer … Neh. 11:17

7. Levite gatekeeper … Neh. 12:25

8. Postexilic Levite … Neh. 12:35

9. Levite in charge of treasuries … Neh. 13:13

10, 11, 12, 13. Four postexilic Jews who divorced foreign wives … Ezra 10:26–37

Mattathah—gift (of God)

Son of Nathan; ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:31

Mattathiah—Greek form of Mattithiah

1. Postexilic ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:25

2. Another postexilic ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:26

Mattattah—gift of Yahweh

One who put away his foreign wife … Ezra 10:33

Mattenai—gift of Yahweh

1. Priest in the time of Joiakim … Neh. 12:19

2, 3. Two who put away their foreign wives … Ezra 10:33, 37

Matter—something

A. Descriptive of:

Lawsuit … 1 Cor. 6:1

Sum of something … Eccl. 12:13

Love affair … Ruth 3:18

News … Mark 1:45

B. Kinds of:

Evil … Ps. 64:5

Unknown … Dan. 2:5, 10

Matthan—gift

Ancestor of Joseph … Matt. 1:15, 16

Matthat—gift

1. Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:24

2. Another ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:29

Matthew—gift of Yahweh

Tax collector … Matt. 9:9

Becomes Christ’s follower … Matt. 9:9

Appointed an apostle … Matt. 10:2, 3

Called Levi, the son of Alphaeus … Mark 2:14

Entertains Jesus with a great feast … Mark 2:14, 15

In the Upper Room … Acts 1:13

Author of the first Gospel … Matt. 1:1 (Title)

Matthew, the Gospel of—a book of the New Testament

Events of Jesus’ birth … Matt. 1:18–2:23

John the Baptist … Matt. 3:1–17

The temptation … Matt. 4:1–11

Jesus begins His ministry … Matt. 4:12–17

The Sermon on the Mount … Matt. 5:1–7:29

Christ, about John the Baptist … Matt. 11:1–19

Conflict with the Pharisees and Sadducees … Matt. 15:39–16:6

Peter’s confession … Matt. 16:13–20

Prophecy of death and resurrection … Matt. 20:17–19

Jerusalem entry … Matt. 21:1–11

Authority of Jesus … Matt. 21:23–22:14

Woes to the Pharisees … Matt. 23:1–36

Discourse on signs of end of age … Matt. 24

Garden of Gethsemane … Matt. 26:36–56

Crucifixion and burial … Matt. 27:27–66

Resurrection of Christ … Matt. 28:1–20

Matthias—gift of Yahweh

Chosen by lot to replace Judas … Acts 1:15–26

Mattithiah—gift of Yahweh

1. Korahite Levite … 1 Chr. 9:31

2. Levite, son of Jeduthun, and temple musician … 1 Chr. 15:18, 21

3. One who put away his foreign wife … Ezra 10:43

4. Levite attendant to Ezra … Neh. 8:4

Mattock—an agricultural instrument for digging and hoeing

Sharpened for battle … 1 Sam. 13:20–22

Maturity, spiritual

Do away with childish things … 1 Cor. 13:11

Be mature in your thinking … 1 Cor. 14:20

Solid food is for … Heb. 5:11–14

Overcoming the Evil One … 1 John 2:14

Mazzaroth—the signs of the zodiac or a constellation

Descriptive of God’s power … Job 38:32

Meal—ground grain used for food

One-tenth of an ephah of … Num. 5:15

Used in offerings … 1 Kin. 4:22

Millstones and grind … Is. 47:2

Three measures of … Matt. 13:33

Meals—times of eating

A. Times of:

Early morning … John 21:4–12

At noon (for laborers) … Ruth 2:14

In the evening … Gen. 19:1–3

B. Extraordinary and festive:

Guests invited … Matt. 22:3, 4

Received with a kiss … Luke 7:45

Feet washed … Luke 7:44

Anointed with ointment … Luke 7:38

Fellowship for early believers … Acts 2:44–46

Proper dress … Matt. 22:11, 12

Seated according to rank … Matt. 23:6

Special guest honored … 1 Sam. 9:22–24

Entertainment provided … Luke 15:25

Temperate habits taught … Prov. 23:1–3

Intemperance condemned … Amos 6:4–6

See Entertainment; Feasts

Means of grace

A. Agents of:

Holy Spirit … Gal. 5:16–26

God’s Word … 1 Thess. 2:13

Prayer … Rom. 8:15–27

Christian fellowship … Mal. 3:16–18

Public worship … 1 Thess. 5:6

Christian witnessing … Acts 8:4

God’s gift … Eph. 2:8

B. Words expressive of:

Stir up the gift … 2 Tim. 1:6

Neglect not the spiritual gift … 1 Tim. 4:14

Take heed to the ministry … Col. 4:17

Grow in … 2 Pet. 3:18

Riches of God’s grace … Eph. 1:7

C. Use of, brings:

Assurance … 2 Pet. 1:5–12

Stability … Eph. 4:11–16

D. Enemies of:

Devil … 1 Thess. 3:5

World … 1 John 2:15–17

Coldness … Rev. 3:14–18

Mearah—cave

Unconquered by Joshua … Josh. 13:1, 4

Measure—a standard of size, quantity or values

A. Objectionable:

Differing (different) … Deut. 25:14, 15

Short … Mic. 6:10

Using themselves as a gauge … 2 Cor. 10:12

B. As indicative of:

Earth’s weight … Is. 40:12

Punishment inflicted … Matt. 7:2

Giving and receiving … Luke 6:38

C. Figurative of:

Great size … Hos. 1:10

Sin’s ripeness … Matt. 23:32

The Spirit’s infilling … John 3:34

Humankind’s ability … 2 Cor. 10:13

Perfection of faith … Eph. 4:13, 16

Measuring line—a cord of specified length for measuring

Signifies hope … Jer. 31:38–40; Zech. 2:1

Mebunnai—built

One of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:27

Called Sibbechai … 1 Chr. 11:29

Mecherathite—a dweller in Mecherah

Descriptive of Hepher, one of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:36

Meconah—foundation

Town of Judah … Neh. 11:25, 28

Medad—beloved

One of the seventy elders receiving the Spirit … Num. 11:26–29

Medan—judgment

Son of Abraham by Keturah … Gen. 25:1, 2

Meddling—interfering with the affairs of others

Brings a king’s death … 2 Chr. 35:21–24

Christians … 1 Pet. 4:15

Such called “busybodies” … 2 Thess. 3:11

Medeba—full waters

Old Moabite town … Num. 21:29, 30

Assigned to Reuben … Josh. 13:9, 16

Syrians defeated here … 1 Chr. 19:6, 7

Reverts to Moab … Is. 15:2

Medes, Media—the people and country of the Medes

A. Characteristics of:

Part of Medo-Persian Empire … Esth. 1:19

Inflexible laws of … Dan. 6:8, 12, 15

Among those at Pentecost … Acts 2:9

B. Kings of, mentioned in the Bible:

Cyrus … Ezra 1:1

Ahasuerus … Ezra 4:6

Artaxerxes … Ezra 4:7; Ezra 6:14

Darius … Ezra 6:1

Xerxes … Dan. 11:2

C. Place of, in Bible history:

Israel (northern kingdom) deported to … 2 Kin. 17:6

Babylon falls to … Dan. 5:30, 31

“Darius the Mede, ” new ruler of Babylon … Dan. 5:31

Daniel rises high in the kingdom of … Dan. 6:1–28

Cyrus, king of Persia, allows Jews to return … 2 Chr. 36:22, 23

Esther and Mordecai live under Ahasuerus, king of … Esth. 1:3, 19

D. Prophecies concerning:

Agents in Babylon’s fall … Is. 13:17–19

Cyrus, king of, God’s servant … Is. 44:28

“Inferior” kingdom … Dan. 2:39

Compared to a bear … Dan. 7:5

Kings of … Dan. 11:2

War with Greece … Dan. 11:2

Mediation—a friendly intervention designed to render assistance

A. Purposes of:

Save a life … Gen. 37:21, 22

Save a people … Ex. 32:11–13

Obtain a wife … 1 Kin. 2:13–25

Obtain justice … Job 9:33

B. Motives prompting:

People’s fear … Deut. 5:5

Regard for human life … Jer. 38:7–13

Sympathy for a sick man … 2 Kin. 5:6–8; Matt. 17:15

C. Methods used:

Intense prayer … Deut. 9:20–29

Flattery … 1 Sam. 25:23–35

Appeal to self-preservation … Esth. 4:12–17

Mediator, Christ our

A. His qualifications:

Bears God’s image, man’s likeness … Phil. 2:6–8; Heb. 2:14–17

Is both sinless and sin-bearer … Is. 53:6–10; Eph. 2:13–18

Endures God’s wrath, brings God’s righteousness … Rom. 5:6–19

Is sacrifice and the priest … Heb. 7:27; Heb. 10:5–22

B. How He performs the function, by:

Taking our nature … 1 John 1:1–3

Dying as our substitute … 1 Pet. 1:18, 19

Reconciling us to God … Eph. 2:16

Medicine—something prescribed to cure an illness

A. General prescriptions:

Merry heart … Prov. 15:13

Rest … Ps. 37:7–11

Sleep … John 11:12, 13

Quarantine … Lev. 12:1–4





Sanitation … Deut. 23:10–14

B. Specific prescriptions:

Figs … Is. 38:21

Leaves … Ezek. 47:12

Wine … 1 Tim. 5:23

C. Used figuratively of:

Salvation … Jer. 8:22

Incurableness … Jer. 46:11

Spiritual stubbornness … Jer. 51:8, 9

See Diseases

Meditation—quiet contemplation of spiritual truths

A. Objects of, God’s:

Word … Ps. 119:148

Law … Josh. 1:8

Instruction … 1 Tim. 4:15

Works … Ps. 77:12

B. Value of, for:

Understanding … Ps. 49:3

Spiritual satisfaction … Ps. 63:5, 6

Superior knowledge … Ps. 119:99

Pleasing God … Ps. 19:14

C. Extent of:

All the day … Ps. 119:97

At evening … Gen. 24:63

In night watches … Ps. 119:148

Mediterranean Sea

Described as:

Sea … Gen. 49:13

Great Sea … Josh. 1:4; Josh. 9:1

Sea, Philistia … Ex. 23:31

Western Sea … Deut. 11:24; Joel 2:20; Zech. 14:8

Mediums

A. Described as:

Source of defilement … Lev. 19:31

Abomination … Deut. 18:10–12

Whisperers … Is. 8:19

B. The practicers, to be:

Cut off … Lev. 20:6

Put to death … Lev. 20:27

C. Consulted by:

Saul … 1 Sam. 28:3–25

Manasseh … 2 Kin. 21:6

D. Condemned by:

Josiah … 2 Kin. 23:24

Meek

Receiving the Word … James 1:21

Stating our assurance … James 3:13

Blessing for … Matt. 5:5

Megiddo—place of troops

City conquered by Joshua … Josh. 12:21

Assigned to Manasseh … Josh. 17:11

Inhabitants of, made slaves … Judg. 1:27, 28

Deborah and Barak defeat Canaanites here … Judg. 5:1, 19–21

Site of Baana’s headquarters … 1 Kin. 4:12

Fortified by Solomon … 1 Kin. 9:15–19

King Ahaziah dies here … 2 Kin. 9:27

King Josiah killed here … 2 Kin. 23:29, 30

Mentioned in prophecy … Zech. 12:11

Site of Armageddon … Rev. 16:16

Mehetabel—God benefits

1. King Hadar’s wife … Gen. 36:39

2. Father of Delaiah … Neh. 6:10

Mehida—renowned

Ancestor of a family of returning temple servants … Ezra 2:52

Mehir—price

Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:11

Meholathite—a native of Meholah

Descriptive of Adriel … 1 Sam. 18:19

Mehujael—smitten of God

Cainite; father of Methushael … Gen. 4:18

Mehuman—faithful

Eunuch under King Ahasuerus … Esth. 1:10

Me Jarkon—waters of yellow color

Territory of Dan near Joppa … Josh. 19:40, 46

Melatiah—Yahweh has set free

Postexilic workman … Neh. 3:7

Melchi—my king

Two ancestors of Jesus … Luke 3:24, 28

Melchizedek—king of righteousness

A. Described as:

King of Salem … Gen. 14:18

Priest of God … Gen. 14:18

Receiver of a tenth of Abram’s goods … Gen. 14:18–20

King of righteousness … Heb. 7:2

Without parentage … Heb. 7:3

Great man … Heb. 7:4

B. Typical of Christ’s:

Eternity … Heb. 7:3

Priesthood … Ps. 110:4

Kingship … Heb. 8:1

Melea

Ancestor of Jesus … Luke 3:31

Melech—king

Son of Micah, grandson of Jonathan … 1 Chr. 8:35

Melichu—reigning

Head of a household … Neh. 12:14

Melon—the watermelon

Desired by Israelites in wilderness … Num. 11:5

Melting—making a solid a liquid

Used figuratively of:

Complete destruction … Ex. 15:15

Discouragement … Josh. 7:5

Defeatism … Josh. 5:1

National discouragement … Is. 19:1

Destruction of the wicked … Ps. 68:2

God’s presence … Mic. 1:4

Testings … Jer. 9:7

Troubled sea … Ps. 107:26

Christ’s pain on the cross … Ps. 22:14

Mem

Thirteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:97–104

Member—a part of a larger whole

A. Descriptive of:

Parts of the body … Matt. 5:29, 30

Union with Christ … 1 Cor. 6:15

The church … 1 Cor. 12:27

B. Of the body:

Effect of sin in … Rom. 7:5

Struggle in … Rom. 7:23

C. Illustrative of:

Variety of Christian gifts … Rom. 12:4, 5

God’s design in … 1 Cor. 12:18, 24

Memorials—things established to commemorate an event or a truth

A. Established by humans:

Jacob’s stone … Gen. 28:18–22

Altar at Jordan … Josh. 22:9–16

Feast of Purim … Esth. 9:28

B. Established by God:

Passover … Ex. 12:14

Pot of manna … Ex. 16:32–34

Lord’s Supper … Luke 22:19

Memories—the ability to revive past experiences

A. Uses of, to recall:

Past blessings … Ezra 9:5–15

Past sins … Josh. 22:12–20

God’s blessings … Neh. 9:1–38

God’s promises … Neh. 1:8–11

Christian truths … 2 Pet. 1:15–21

Prophecies … John 2:19–22

Lost opportunities … Ps. 137:1–3

B. Aids to:

Reminder … 2 Sam. 12:1–13

Prick of conscience … Gen. 41:9

Holy Spirit … John 14:26

Memphis—haven of good

Ancient capital of Egypt … Hos. 9:6

Called Noph:

Prophesied against by Isaiah … Is. 19:13

Jews flee to … Jer. 44:1

Denounced by the prophets … Jer. 46:19

Memucan

Persian prince … Esth. 1:14–21

Menahem—comforter

Cruel king of Israel … 2 Kin. 15:14–18

Menan

Ancestor of Jesus … Luke 3:31

Mending—restoring something

Of nets … Matt. 4:21

Used figuratively … Luke 5:36

Mene, Tekel, Upharsin

Sentence of doom … Dan. 5:25

Written by God … Dan. 5:5, 25

Interpreted by Daniel … Dan. 5:24–29

Menstruation—a woman’s monthly flow

Intercourse during, prohibited … Lev. 18:19

End of, in old age … Gen. 18:11

Called:

“Sickness” … Lev. 20:18

“The manner of women” … Gen. 31:35

Meonothai—my habitations

Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:14

Mephaath—splendor

Reubenite town … Josh. 13:18

Assigned to Merarite Levites … Josh. 21:34, 37

Repossessed by Moabites … Jer. 48:21

Mephibosheth—one who destroys shame

1. Son of King Saul … 2 Sam. 21:8

2. Grandson of King Saul; crippled son of Jonathan … 2 Sam. 4:4–6

Reared by Machir … 2 Sam. 9:4–6

Sought out and honored by David … 2 Sam. 9:1–13

Accused by Ziba … 2 Sam. 16:1–4

Later explains his side to David … 2 Sam. 19:24–30

Spared by David … 2 Sam. 21:7

Father of Micha … 2 Sam. 9:12

Called Merib-Baal … 1 Chr. 8:34

Merab—increase

King Saul’s eldest daughter … 1 Sam. 14:49

Saul promises her to David, but gives her to Adriel … 1 Sam. 18:17–19

Meraiah—rebellious

Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:12

Meraioth—rebellious

1. Levite … 1 Chr. 6:6, 7

2. Son of Ahitub and father of Zadok … 1 Chr. 9:11

3. Priestly household in Joiakim’s time … Neh. 12:15

Called Meremoth … Neh. 12:3

Merari—bitter

1. Third son of Levi; brother of Gershon and Kohath … Gen. 46:11

Goes with Jacob to Egypt … Gen. 46:8, 11

2. Descendants of Merari; called Merarites … Num. 26:57

Divided into two groups … Ex. 6:19

Duties assigned to … Num. 3:35–37

Twelve cities assigned to … Josh. 21:7, 34–40

Superintend temple music … 1 Chr. 6:31–47

Help David bring up the ark … 1 Chr. 15:1–6

Divided into groups … 1 Chr. 23:6–23

Their duties described … 1 Chr. 26:10–19

Participate in cleansing the house of the Lord … 2 Chr. 29:12–19

After the Exile, help Ezra … Ezra 8:18, 19

Merarites (see Merari 2)

Merathaim—double rebellion

Name applied to Babylon … Jer. 50:21

Merchandise—things for sale in trade

A. Characteristics of:

Countries employed in … Is. 45:14

Men occupied with … Matt. 22:5

Not mixed with spiritual things … John 2:16

To be abolished … Rev. 18:11, 12

B. Figurative of:

Wisdom’s profit … Prov. 3:13, 14

Gospel’s transformation … Is. 23:18

Merchants—traders

Characteristics of:

Crossed the sea … Is. 23:2

Lamentation over … Ezek. 27:2–36

Some do not observe the Sabbath … Neh. 13:19–21

Burden people with debts … Neh. 5:1–13

Peddle goods … Neh. 13:16

Trade with farmers … Prov. 31:24

Form guilds … Neh. 3:8–32

Destroyed with Babylon … Rev. 18:3–19

Sailors, in Solomon’s service … 1 Kin. 9:27, 28

Bring gold to Solomon … 2 Chr. 9:14

Bring horses to Solomon … 2 Chr. 9:28

Kingdom of heaven compared to … Matt. 13:45, 46

Mercy

A. Described as:

Great … Is. 54:7

Sure … Is. 55:3

Abundant … 1 Pet. 1:3

Tender … Ps. 25:6

New every morning … Lam. 3:22, 23

Enduring … Ps. 136:1–26

B. Of God, seen in:

Regeneration … 1 Pet. 1:3

Salvation … Titus 3:5

Christ’s mission … Luke 1:72, 78

Forgiveness … Ps. 51:1

C. In the Christian life:

Received in salvation … 1 Cor. 7:25

Taught as a principle of life … Matt. 5:7

Practiced as a gift … Rom. 12:8

Obtained in prayer … Heb. 4:16

Reason of consecration … Rom. 12:1

Reason for hope … Jude 21

D. Special injunctions concerning:

Put on … Col. 3:12

E. Examples of:

David to Saul … 1 Sam. 24:10–17

Christ to sinners … Matt. 9:13

F. Attitude of believers, to:

Cast themselves on … 2 Sam. 24:14

Look for … Jude 21

Show withcheerfulness … Rom. 12:8

Mercy seat—the covering of the ark

Made of pure gold … Ex. 25:17

Blood sprinkled upon … Lev. 16:14, 15

God manifested over … Lev. 16:2

Figurative of Christ … Heb. 9:5–12

Mered—rebellion

Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:17

Had two wives … 1 Chr. 4:17, 18

Meremoth—elevations

1. Signer of the covenant … Neh. 10:5

Called Meraioth … Neh. 12:15

2. One who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:34, 36

3. Priest, son of Uriah; weighs silver and gold … Ezra 8:33

Repairs wall of Jerusalem … Neh. 3:4, 21

Meres—the forgetful one

Persian prince … Esth. 1:13, 14

Merib-Baal—Baal contends

Another name for Mephibosheth … 1 Chr. 8:34

Merit—reward given for something done additionally

A. Of humankind, impossible because:

None is good … Rom. 3:12

None is righteous … Rom. 3:10

We are all sinful … Is. 6:5

Our good comes from God … 1 Cor. 15:9, 10

Our righteousness:

Is unavailing … Matt. 5:20

Is Christ’s … 2 Cor. 5:21

Cannot save … Rom. 10:1–4

B. Of Christ:

Secured by obedience … Rom. 5:17–21

Secured by His death … Is. 53:10–12

Obtained by faith … Phil. 3:8, 9

Merodach—bold

Supreme deity of the Babylonians … Jer. 50:2

Otherwise called Bel … Is. 46:1

Merodach-Baladan—Merodach has given a son

Sends ambassadors to Hezekiah … Is. 39:1–8

Also called Berodach-Baladan … 2 Kin. 20:12

Merom—high place

Lake on Jordan north of the Sea of Galilee … Josh. 11:5, 7

Meronothite

Citizen of Meronoth … 1 Chr. 27:30

Meroz—refuge

Town cursed for failing to help the Lord … Judg. 5:23

Merry—a spirit of gaiety; cheerful

A. Good, comes from:

Heart … Prov. 15:13, 15

Restoration … Jer. 30:18, 19

Christian joy … James 5:13

B. Evil, results from:

Careless unconcern … Judg. 9:27

Drunkenness … 1 Sam. 25:36

False optimism … 1 Kin. 21:7; Luke 12:19

Sinful glee … Rev. 11:10

Mesha—retreat

1. Border of Joktan’s descendants … Gen. 10:30

2. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:8, 9

3. Son of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:42

4. King of Moab … 2 Kin. 3:4

Meshach—the shadow of the prince

Name given to Mishael … Dan. 1:7

Advanced to high position … Dan. 2:49

Refused to worship image … Dan. 3:1–12

Delivered from fiery furnace … Dan. 3:13–30

Meshech—tall

1. Son of Japheth … Gen. 10:2

Famous traders … Ezek. 27:13

Confederates with Gog … Ezek. 38:2, 3

Inhabitants of the netherworld … Ezek. 32:18, 26

2. Son of Shem … 1 Chr. 1:17

Same as Mash … Gen. 10:23

Meshelemiah—Yahweh repays

Father of Zechariah … 1 Chr. 9:21

Gatekeeper in the temple … 1 Chr. 26:1

Called Shelemiah … 1 Chr. 26:14

Meshezabel—God delivers

1. Postexilic workman … Neh. 3:4

2. One who signs covenant … Neh. 10:21

3. Judahite … Neh. 11:24

Meshillemith—recompense

Postexilic priest … 1 Chr. 9:10–12

Called Meshillemoth … Neh. 11:13

Meshillemoth—acts of recompense

Ephraimite leader … 2 Chr. 28:12

Meshobab—restored

Descendant of Simeon … 1 Chr. 4:34–38

Meshullam—recompensed; rewarded

1. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:17

2. Gadite leader … 1 Chr. 5:11, 13

3. Shaphan’s grandfather … 2 Kin. 22:3

4. Hilkiah’s father … 1 Chr. 9:11

5. Son of Zerubbabel … 1 Chr. 3:19

6. A priest … 1 Chr. 9:10–12

7. Kohathite overseer … 2 Chr. 34:12

8. A second Benjamite … 1 Chr. 9:7

9. Another Benjamite … 1 Chr. 9:8

10. Man commissioned to secure Levites … Ezra 8:16

11. Levite who supports Ezra’s reforms … Ezra 10:15

12. One who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:29

13. Postexilic workman … Neh. 3:4, 30

His daughter married Tobiah’s son … Neh. 6:18

14. Postexilic workman … Neh. 3:6

15. One of Ezra’s attendants … Neh. 8:4

16, 17. Two priests who sign covenant … Neh. 10:7, 20

18, 19. Two priests in Joiakim’s time … Neh. 12:13, 16

20. Gatekeeper … Neh. 12:25

21. Participant in dedication services … Neh. 12:33

Meshullemeth—feminine form of Meshullam

Wife of King Manasseh … 2 Kin. 21:18, 19

Mesopotamia—the country between two rivers

Abraham’s native home … Acts 7:2

Place of Laban’s household … Gen. 24:4, 10, 29

Called:

Padan Aram … Gen. 25:20

Syria … Gen. 31:20, 24

Balaam came from … Deut. 23:4

Israel enslaved to … Judg. 3:8, 10

Chariots and horsemen hired from … 1 Chr. 19:6

Called Haran; conquered by Sennacherib … 2 Kin. 19:12, 16

People from, at Pentecost … Acts 2:9

Messenger—one who bears a message or does an errand

A. Mission of, to:

Appease wrath … Gen. 32:3–6

Ask for favors … Num. 20:14–17

Spy out … Josh. 6:17, 25

Assemble a nation … Judg. 6:35

Secure provisions … 1 Sam. 25:4–14

Relay news … 1 Sam. 11:3–9

Stir up war … Judg. 11:12–28

Sue for peace … 2 Sam. 3:12, 13

Offer sympathy … 1 Chr. 19:2

Call for help … 2 Kin. 17:4

Issue an ultimatum … 1 Kin. 20:2–9

Deliver the Lord’s message … Hag. 1:13

B. Reception of:

Rejected … Deut. 2:26–30

Humiliated … 1 Chr. 19:2–4

Rebuked … 2 Kin. 1:2–5, 16

C. Significant examples of:

John the Baptist … Mal. 3:1

Paul’s thorn … 2 Cor. 12:7

Gospel workers … 2 Cor. 8:23; Phil. 2:25

Messiah, the

A. Described as:

Seed of woman … Gen. 3:15

Promised Seed … Gen. 12:1–3; Gal. 3:16

Star out of Jacob … Num. 24:17; Luke 3:34

Of Judah’s tribe … Gen. 49:10; Heb. 7:14

Son of David … Is. 11:1–10; Matt. 1:1

Prophet … Deut. 18:15–19; Acts 3:22, 23

Priest after Melchizedek’s order … Ps. 110:4; Heb. 6:20

King of David’s line … Jer. 23:5; Luke 1:32, 33

Son of God … Ps. 2:7, 8; Acts 13:33

Son of Man … Dan. 7:13; Mark 8:38

Immanuel … Is. 7:14; Matt. 1:22, 23

Branch … Jer. 23:5; Zech. 3:8

Chief cornerstone … Ps. 118:22; 1 Pet. 2:4, 7

Servant … Is. 42:1–4; Matt. 12:18, 21

B. Mission of, to:

Introduce the new covenant … Jer. 31:31–34; Matt. 26:26–30

Preach the gospel … Is. 61:1–3; Luke 4:17–19

Bring peace … Is. 9:6, 7; Heb. 2:14–16

Die for humankind’s sin … Is. 53:4–6; 1 Pet. 1:18–20

Unite God’s people … Is. 19:23–25; Eph. 2:11–22

Call the Gentiles … Is. 11:10; Rom. 15:9–12

Rule from David’s throne … Ps. 45:5–7; Acts 2:30–36

Be a priest … Zech. 6:12, 13; Heb. 1:3; Heb. 8:1

Destroy Satan … Rom. 16:20; 1 John 3:8

Bring in everlasting righteousness … Dan. 9:24; Matt. 3:15; 2 Cor. 5:21

C. Christ the true Messiah, proved by:

Birth at Bethlehem … Mic. 5:2; Luke 2:4–7

Born of a virgin … Is. 7:14; Matt. 1:18–25

Appearing in the second temple … Hag. 2:7, 9; John 18:20

Working miracles … Is. 35:5, 6; Matt. 11:4, 5

Rejection by the Jews … John 1:11

Vicarious death … Is. 53:1–12; 1 Pet. 3:18

Coming at the appointed time … Dan. 9:24–27; Mark 1:15

D. Other prophecies concerning:

Worship … Ps. 72:10–15; Matt. 2:1–11

Flight to Egypt … Hos. 11:1; Matt. 2:13–15

Forerunner … Mal. 3:1; Mark 1:1–8

Zeal … Ps. 69:9; John 2:17

Triumphal Entry … Zech. 9:9, 10; Matt. 21:1–11

Betrayal … Ps. 41:9; Mark 14:10

Being sold … Zech. 11:12; Matt. 26:15

Silent defense … Is. 53:7; Matt. 26:62, 63

Being spit on … Is. 50:6; Mark 14:65

Being crucified with sinners … Is. 53:12; Matt. 27:38

Piercing of hands and feet … Ps. 22:16; John 19:36, 37

Being mocked … Ps. 22:6–8; Matt. 27:39–44

Dying drink … Ps. 69:21; John 19:29

Side pierced … Zech. 12:10; John 19:34

Prayer for the enemies … Ps. 109:4; Luke 23:34

Garments gambled for … Ps. 22:18; Mark 15:24

Death without broken bones … Ps. 34:20; John 19:33

Separation from God … Ps. 22:1; Matt. 27:46

Burial with the rich … Is. 53:9; Matt. 27:57–60

Preservation from decay … Ps. 16:8–10; Acts 2:31

Ascension … Ps. 68:18; Eph. 4:8–10

Exaltation … Ps. 2:6–12; Phil. 2:9, 10

See Christ

Metallurgy—mining and processing of metal

Mining and refining … Job 28:1, 2

Heat needed … Jer. 6:29

Metaphors—graphic comparisons

A. Concerning God, as:

Rock … Deut. 32:4

Sun and shield … Ps. 84:11

Consuming fire … Heb. 12:29

Husbandman … John 15:1

B. Concerning Christ, as:

Bread of life … John 6:35

Light of the world … John 8:12

Door … John 10:9

Good Shepherd … John 10:14

Resurrection and the life … John 11:25

Way, Truth, Life … John 14:6

True vine … John 15:1

C. Concerning Christians, as:

Light … Matt. 5:14

Salt … Matt. 5:13

Epistles … 2 Cor. 3:3

Living stones … 1 Pet. 2:5

D. Concerning the Bible, as:

Fire … Jer. 5:14

Light; lamp … Ps. 119:105

Sword … Eph. 6:17

Metheg Ammah—power of the metropolis

Probably a figurative name for Gath … 2 Sam. 8:1

Methuselah—man of a javelin

Son of Enoch … Gen. 5:21

Oldest man on record … Gen. 5:27

Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:37

Methushael—man of God

Cainite, father of Lamech … Gen. 4:18

See Maon

Meunites

Arabian tribe near Mount Seir … 2 Chr. 26:7

Smitten by Simeonites … 1 Chr. 4:39–42

Descendants of, serve as Nethinim … Ezra 2:50

Mezahab—waters of gold

Grandfather of Mehetabel, wife of King Hadar … Gen. 36:39

Mezobaite—found of Yahweh

Title given Jaasiel … 1 Chr. 11:47

Mibhar—choice

One of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:38

Mibsam—sweet odor

1. Son of Ishmael … Gen. 25:13

2. Simeonite … 1 Chr. 4:25

Mibzar—stronghold

Edomite duke … Gen. 36:42

Micah, Micha, Michah—who is like Yahweh?

1. Ephraimite who hires a traveling Levite … Judg. 17:1–13

2. Reubenite … 1 Chr. 5:1, 5

3. Son of Mephibosheth … 2 Sam. 9:12

4. Descendant of Asaph … 1 Chr. 9:15

Called Michaiah … Neh. 12:35

5. Kohathite Levite … 1 Chr. 23:20

6. Father of Abdon … 2 Chr. 34:20

7. Prophet, contemporary of Isaiah … Is. 1:1; Mic. 1:1

8. One who signs the covenant … Neh. 10:11

Micah, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Judgment of Israel and Judah … Mic. 1:2–16

Promise to the remnant … Mic. 2:12, 13

Judgment on those in authority … Mic. 3:1–12

The coming peace … Mic. 4:1–8

The Redeemer from Bethlehem … Mic. 5:1–4

Hope in God … Mic. 7:8–20

Micaiah, Michaiah—who is like Yahweh?

1. Wife of King Rehoboam … 2 Chr. 13:2

2. Prophet who predicts Ahab’s death … 1 Kin. 22:8–28

3. Teaching official … 2 Chr. 17:7

4. Father of Achbor … 2 Kin. 22:12

Called Micah … 2 Chr. 34:20

5. Contemporary of Jeremiah … Jer. 36:11–13

6. Descendant of Asaph … Neh. 12:35

7. Priest in dedication service … Neh. 12:41

Michael—who is like God?

1. Father of an Asherite spy … Num. 13:13

2, 3. Two Gadites … 1 Chr. 5:13, 14

4. Levite ancestor of Asaph … 1 Chr. 6:40

5. Issacharian chief … 1 Chr. 7:3

6. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:16

7. Manassite chief under David … 1 Chr. 12:20

8. Father of Omri … 1 Chr. 27:18

9. Son of King Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 21:2

10. Father of Zebadiah … Ezra 8:8

11. Chief prince … Dan. 10:13, 21

Archangel … Jude 9

Stands against forces … Dan. 10:21

Disputes with Satan … Jude 9

Fights the Dragon … Rev. 12:7–9

Michal—who is like God?

Daughter of King Saul … 1 Sam. 14:49

Loves and marries David … 1 Sam. 18:20–28

Saves David from Saul … 1 Sam. 19:9–17

Given to Palti … 1 Sam. 25:44

David demands her from Abner … 2 Sam. 3:13–16

Ridicules David; becomes barren … 2 Sam. 6:16–23

Michmash, Michmas—hidden place

Town occupied by Saul’s army … 1 Sam. 13:2

Site of battle with Philistines … 1 Sam. 13:5, 11, 16, 23

Scene of Jonathan’s victory … 1 Sam. 14:1–18

Mentioned in prophecy … Is. 10:28

Exiles return … Ezra 2:1, 27

Michmethath—lurking place

Place on the border of Ephraim and Manasseh … Josh. 16:5, 6

Michri—purchase price

Benjamite … 1 Chr. 9:8

Michtam

Word of unknown meaning used in titles of … Ps. 16; 56 to 60

Middin—extensions

In the wilderness … Josh. 15:61

Midian—place of judgment

1. Son of Abraham by Keturah … Gen. 25:1–4

2. Region in the Arabian desert occupied by the Midianites … Gen. 25:6; Ex. 2:15

Midianites—descendants of Midian

A. Characteristics of:

Descendants of Abraham by Keturah … Gen. 25:1, 2

Moses fled to … Ex. 2:15

Retain worship of Yahweh … Ex. 2:16

Ruled by kings … Num. 31:8

Immoral people … Num. 25:18

B. Contacts with Israel:

Took Joseph to Egypt … Gen. 37:36

Joined Moab in cursing … Num. 22:4–7

Seduction of … Num. 25:1–18

Defeat because of … Num. 31:1–18

Sent as punishment … Judg. 6:1–10

Defeated by Gideon … Judg. 7:1–25; Judg. 8:12, 21

Listed, well-known:

Jethro, priest of Midian … Ex. 3:1

Zipporah, Moses’ wife … Ex. 2:21

Cozbi, killed by Phinehas … Num. 25:5–9, 15

Oreb and Zeeb, princes killed by Gideon … Judg. 7:24, 25

Zebah and Zalmunna, kings killed by Gideon … Judg. 8:12

Midnight

A. Significant happenings at:

Death in Egypt … Ex. 11:4

Prayer meeting … Acts 16:25

B. Other happenings at:

Quick departure … Judg. 16:2, 3

Friend’s need … Luke 11:5

Great fear … Job 34:20

Midwife—one who assists at childbirth

Helps in the birth of a child … Gen. 35:17

Hebrew, disobey king’s command … Ex. 1:15–21

Migdal El—tower of God

City of Naphtali … Josh. 19:38

Migdal Gad—a tower of Gad (fortune)

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:37

Migdol—tower

1. Israelite encampment … Ex. 14:2

2. Place in Egypt to which Jews flee … Jer. 44:1

Might—effective power

A. God’s:

Irresistible … 2 Chr. 20:6

Hand is … 1 Chr. 29:12

Unutterable … Ps. 106:2

B. Human physical:

Boasted in, brings destruction … Dan. 4:30–33

Not to be gloried in … Deut. 8:17

Will fail … Jer. 51:30

Exhortation concerning … Eccl. 9:10

C. Human intellectual and moral:

Invites self-glory … Jer. 9:23

Makes salvation difficult … 1 Cor. 1:26

D. Human spiritual, comes from:

God … Eph. 1:19

Christ … Col. 1:28, 29

The Spirit … Mic. 3:8

Mighty

Literally of:

Hunter … Gen. 10:9

Nation … Gen. 18:18

Prince … Gen. 23:6

Waters … Ex. 15:10

Hand … Ex. 32:11

Acts … Deut. 3:24

Men of valor … 1 Chr. 7:9–11

Warrior … 2 Chr. 32:21

Kings … Ezra 4:20

Strength … Job 9:4

Fear … Job 41:25

Mighty man—a powerful man; a valiant warrior

Men of renown … Gen. 6:4

Gideon … Judg. 6:11, 12

Warriors of David … 2 Sam. 10:7

Migron—precipitous (very steep)

1. Place where Saul stayed … 1 Sam. 14:2

2. Village north of Michmash … Is. 10:28

Mijamin—from the right side

1. Descendant of Aaron … 1 Chr. 24:1, 6, 9

2. Chief priest; returns with Zerubbabel … Neh. 12:5, 7

Probably same as 1

3. Divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:25

4. Priest who signs the covenant … Neh. 10:7

Same as Minjamin in … Neh. 12:17, 41

Mikloth—rods

1. Ruler under David … 1 Chr. 27:4

2. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:32

Mikneiah—possession of Yahweh

Gatekeeper and musician in David’s time … 1 Chr. 15:18, 21

Milalai—eloquent

Levite musician in dedication service … Neh. 12:36

Milcah—counsel

1. Wife of Nahor … Gen. 11:29

Mother of eight children … Gen. 22:20–22

Grandmother of Rebekah … Gen. 22:23

2. Daughter of Zelophehad … Num. 26:33

Milcom—an Ammonite god

Solomon went after … 1 Kin. 11:5

Altar destroyed by Josiah … 2 Kin. 23:12, 13

Mildew—a disease of grain due to dampness

Threatened as a punishment … Deut. 28:22

Sent upon Israel … Amos 4:9

Removed by repentance … 1 Kin. 8:37–39

Mile—a thousand paces (about 12/13 of an English mile)

Used illustratively … Matt. 5:41

See Jewish measures

Miletus—a city of Asia Minor

Paul meets Ephesian elders here … Acts 20:15–38

Paul leaves Trophimus here … 2 Tim. 4:20

Milk—a white liquid secreted by mammary glands

A. Produced by:

Goats … Prov. 27:27

Sheep … Deut. 32:14

Camels … Gen. 32:15

Cows … 1 Sam. 6:7, 10

Humans … Is. 28:9

B. Figurative of:

Abundance … Deut. 32:14

Egypt’s supposed blessings … Num. 16:13

Elementary teaching … 1 Cor. 3:2

Pure doctrine … 1 Pet. 2:2

Mill, millstone

A. Uses of:

Grinding grain … Num. 11:8

Weapon … Judg. 9:53

Pledge, forbidden … Deut. 24:6

Weight … Matt. 18:6

B. Operated by:

Women … Matt. 24:41

Maidservant … Ex. 11:5

Prisoners … Judg. 16:21

C. Figurative of:

Courage … Job 41:24

Old age … Eccl. 12:4

Desolation … Jer. 25:10

Total destruction … Rev. 18:21

Millennium—thousand years

Binding of Satan and reign with Christ … Rev. 20:1–10

Millet—a cereal

Ezekiel makes bread of … Ezek. 4:9

Millo—terrace, elevation

Fort at Jerusalem … 2 Sam. 5:9

Prepared by Solomon … 1 Kin. 9:15

Strengthened by Hezekiah … 2 Chr. 32:5

Scene of Joash’s death … 2 Kin. 12:20, 21

Mina—Greek money

Used in parable … Luke 19:12–27

Mincing—affected elegance in walking

Denounced … Is. 3:16

Mind—the reasoning faculty

A. Faculties of:

Perception … Luke 9:47

Remembrance … Titus 3:1

Reasoning … Rom. 7:23, 25

Feelings … 2 Sam. 17:8

Desire … Neh. 4:6

Intent … Gen. 6:5

Purpose … 2 Cor. 1:15, 17

B. Of the unregenerate, described as:



Alienated … Ezek. 23:17–22; Col. 1:21

Spiteful … Ezek. 36:5

Debased … Rom. 1:28

Hardened … 2 Cor. 3:14

Defiled … Titus 1:15

C. Of the regenerate, described as:

Willing … 1 Chr. 28:9

In peace … Is. 26:3; Rom. 8:6; Phil. 4:6, 7

Right … Luke 8:35

Renewed … Rom. 12:2

Having Christ’s … 1 Cor. 2:16

Obedient … Heb. 8:10

D. Dangers of, to the Christian:

Worry … Luke 12:29

Doubt … Rom. 14:5

Disunity … Rom. 12:16; Phil. 4:2

Grow weary … Heb. 12:3

Mental disturbance … 2 Thess. 2:2

Spiritual disturbance … Rom. 7:23, 25

E. Exhortations concerning, to Christians:

Love God with all … Matt. 22:37

Minerals of the Bible

A. Features concerning:

Mined … Job 28:1–11

Plentiful in Canaan … Deut. 8:9

Refined by fire … Ezek. 22:18, 20

Trade in … Ezek. 27:12

B. List of:

Asphalt (bitumen) … Gen. 11:3

Brimstone (sulphur) … Deut. 29:23

Bronze … Num. 21:9

Chalk … Is. 27:9

Clay … Is. 41:25

Copper … Deut. 8:9

Coral … Job 28:18

Flint … Deut. 32:13

Gold … Gen. 2:11, 12 

Iron … Gen. 4:22

Lead … Job 19:24

Lime … Amos 2:1

Pitch (asphalt) … Gen. 6:14

Salt … Gen. 14:3

Sand … Prov. 27:3

Silver … Gen. 44:2

Tin … Num. 31:22

Mingle, mix—to put different elements together

A. Instances of:

Offerings … Lev. 2:4, 5

Garment … Lev. 19:19

Judgments … Rev. 8:7

Human sacrifice … Luke 13:1

Intermarriage … Ezra 9:2

B. Figurative of:

Sorrow … Ps. 102:9

Wisdom … Prov. 9:2, 5

Instability … Is. 19:14

Severity … Ps. 75:8

Impurity … Is. 1:22

Intoxication … Is. 5:22

Worldliness … Hos. 7:8

Miniamin, Minjamin—fortunate

1. Levite assistant … 2 Chr. 31:14, 15

2. Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:17

3. Priestly participant in dedication … Neh. 12:41

Minister—one who serves

A. Descriptive of:

Court attendants … 1 Kin. 10:5

Angels … Ps. 103:20

Priests and Levites … Joel 1:9, 13

Servant … Matt. 20:22–27

Ruler … Rom. 13:3–5

Christ … Rom. 15:8

Christ’s messengers … 1 Cor. 3:5

False teachers … 2 Cor. 11:15

B. Christian, qualifications of:

Able to teach … 1 Tim. 3:2

Diligent … 1 Cor. 15:10

Faithful … Rom. 15:17–19

Impartial … 1 Tim. 5:21

Industrious … 2 Cor. 10:12–16

Meek … 2 Tim. 2:25

Obedient … Acts 16:9, 10

Persevering … 2 Cor. 11:23–33

Prayerful … Acts 6:4

Sincere … 2 Cor. 4:1, 2

Spirit-filled … Acts 1:8

Studious … 1 Tim. 4:13, 15

Sympathetic … Heb. 5:2

Temperate … 1 Cor. 9:25–27

Willing … 1 Pet. 5:2

Worthy of imitation … 1 Tim. 4:12

C. Sins to avoid:

Arrogance … 1 Pet. 5:3

Contentiousness … Titus 1:7

Discouragement … 2 Cor. 4:8, 9

Insincerity … Phil. 1:15, 16

Perverting the truth … 2 Cor. 11:3–15

Unfaithfulness … Matt. 24:48–51

D. Duties of:

Preach:

Gospel … 1 Cor. 1:17

Christ crucified … 1 Cor. 1:23

Christ’s riches … Eph. 3:8–12

Feed the church … John 21:15–17

Edify the church … Eph. 4:12

Pray for people … Col. 1:9

Teach … 2 Tim. 2:2

Exhort … Titus 1:9

Rebuke … Titus 2:15

Warn of apostasy … 2 Tim. 4:2–5

Comfort … 2 Cor. 1:4–6

Win souls … 1 Cor. 9:19–23

E. Attitude of believers toward:

Pray for … Eph. 6:18–20

Follow the example of … 1 Cor. 11:1

Obey … Heb. 13:17

Esteem highly … 1 Thess. 5:12, 13

Provide for … 1 Cor. 9:6–18

Minni—a people of Armenia

Summoned to destroy Babylon … Jer. 51:27

Minnith—distribution

Wheat-growing Ammonite town … Ezek. 27:17

Minority—the lesser number

On God’s side … Num. 14:1–10

To be preferred … Ex. 23:2

Saved are … Matt. 7:13–23

Mint—a fragrant herb

Tithed by Pharisees … Matt. 23:23

Miphkad—appointed place

Gate of Jerusalem rebuilt by Nehemiah … Neh. 3:31

Miracle

A. Described:

Signs … Acts 4:30

Wonders … Acts 6:8

Works … John 10:25–38

B. Kinds of, over:

Nature … Josh. 10:12–14

Animals … Num. 22:28

Human beings … Gen. 19:26

Nations … Ex. 10:1, 2

Sickness and disease … 2 Kin. 5:10–14

Natural laws … 2 Kin. 6:5–7

Future events … 2 Kin. 6:8–13

Death … John 11:41–44

C. Produced by:

God’s power … Acts 15:12

Christ’s power … Matt. 10:1

Spirit’s power … Matt. 12:28

D. Design of:

Manifest:

God’s glory … John 11:40–42

Christ’s glory … John 2:11

God’s presence … Judg. 6:11–24

Proof of God’s messengers … Ex. 4:2–9

Proof of Jesus as the Messiah … Matt. 11:2–5

Signs of a true apostle … 2 Cor. 12:12

Produce obedience … Ex. 16:4

Vindicate God … Ex. 17:4–7

Produce faith … John 20:30, 31

Authenticate the gospel … Rom. 15:18, 19

Fulfill prophecy … John 12:37–41

E. Effect of, upon people:

Forced acknowledgment … John 11:47; Acts 4:16

Amazement … Mark 6:49–51

Faith … John 2:23; John 11:42

God glorified … Matt. 9:1–8

F. False:

Not to be followed … Deut. 13:1–3

Sign of the Antichrist … 2 Thess. 2:3, 9; Rev. 13:13

Predicted by Christ … Matt. 24:24

G. Evidence of:

Logic … John 9:16

Sufficient to convince … John 3:2; John 6:14

Insufficient to convince … Luke 16:31; John 12:37

Sought by Jews … John 2:18

Demanded unreasonably … Matt. 27:42, 43

Incurs guilt … Matt. 11:20–24; John 15:24

Miracles of the Bible—Old Testament

Creation … Gen. 1:1–31 

Enoch’s translation … Gen. 5:24

The Flood … Gen. 7:17–24

Confusion of tongues at Babel … Gen. 11:3–9

Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed … Gen. 19:24

Lot’s wife turned to a pillar of salt … Gen. 19:26

Donkey speaking … Num. 22:21–35

Those associated with Moses and Aaron:

Burning bush … Ex. 3:3

Moses’ rod changed into a serpent … Ex. 4:3, 4, 30

Moses’ hand made leprous … Ex. 4:6, 7, 30

Aaron’s rod changed into a serpent … Ex. 7:8–10

Ten plagues:

River turned to blood … Ex. 7:20–25

Frogs … Ex. 8:1–15

Lice … Ex. 8:16–19

Flies … Ex. 8:20–24

Pestilence … Ex. 9:1–7

Boils … Ex. 9:8–12

Hail … Ex. 9:18–24

Locusts … Ex. 10:1–20

Darkness … Ex. 10:21–23

Firstborn destroyed … Ex. 12:29, 30

Pillar of cloud and fire … Ex. 13:21, 22; Ex. 14:19, 20

Crossing the sea … Ex. 14:21, 23

Bitter waters sweetened … Ex. 15:25

Manna sent … Ex. 16:13–36

Water from the rock at Rephidim … Ex. 17:5–8

Amalek defeated … Ex. 17:9–13

Fire on Aaron’s sacrifice … Lev. 9:24

Nadab and Abihu devoured … Lev. 10:1, 2

Israel’s judgment by fire … Num. 11:1–3

Miriam’s leprosy … Num. 12:10–15

Destruction of Korah … Num. 16:31–35

Aaron’s rod blossoms … Num. 17:8

Water from the rock in Kadesh … Num. 20:8–11

Bronze serpent … Num. 21:9

Those associated with Joshua:

Jordan divided … Josh. 3:14–17

Fall of Jericho … Josh. 6:6–20

Sun and moon stand still … Josh. 10:12–14

Those associated with Samson:

Lion killed … Judg. 14:5, 6

Thirty Philistines killed … Judg. 14:19

Water from the hollow place in Lehi … Judg. 15:19

Gates of the city carried away … Judg. 16:3

Dagon’s house pulled down … Judg. 16:29, 30

Those associated with Elijah:

Drought … 1 Kin. 17:1; James 5:17

Fed by ravens … 1 Kin. 17:4–6

Widow’s oil and meal increased … 1 Kin. 17:12–16

Widow’s son raised from dead … 1 Kin. 17:17–23

Sacrifice consumed by fire … 1 Kin. 18:38

Rain in answer to prayer … 1 Kin. 18:41

Captains consumed by fire … 2 Kin. 1:9–12

Jordan divided … 2 Kin. 2:8

Translated to heaven in a chariot of fire … 2 Kin. 2:11

Those associated with Elisha:

Jordan divided … 2 Kin. 2:14

Waters of Jericho healed … 2 Kin. 2:20–22

Mocking young men destroyed by bears … 2 Kin. 2:24

Water supplied for Jehoshaphat … 2 Kin. 3:16–20

Widow’s oil multiplied … 2 Kin. 4:1–7

Shunammite’s child raised from dead … 2 Kin. 4:19–37

Poisoned pottage made harmless … 2 Kin. 4:38–41

Hundred fed with twenty loaves … 2 Kin. 4:42–44

Naaman cured of leprosy … 2 Kin. 5:10–14

Gehazi struck with leprosy … 2 Kin. 5:27

Ax head caused to float … 2 Kin. 6:5–7

Ben-Hadad’s plans revealed … 2 Kin. 6:8–13

Syrian army defeated … 2 Kin. 6:18–20

Revival of a man who touched Elisha’s bones … 2 Kin. 13:21

Those associated with Isaiah:

Hezekiah healed … 2 Kin. 20:7

Shadow turns backward on sun dial … 2 Kin. 20:11

Other miracles of the Old Testament:

Dew on Gideon’s fleece … Judg. 6:37–40

Dagon’s fall before the ark … 1 Sam. 5:1–12

Men of Beth Shemesh destroyed … 1 Sam. 6:19, 20

Thunder and rain in harvest … 1 Sam. 12:18

Uzzah’s death … 2 Sam. 6:6, 7

Jeroboam’s hand withered and restored … 1 Kin. 13:4–6

Rending of the altar … 1 Kin. 13:5

Sennacherib’s army destroyed … 2 Kin. 19:35

Miracles of the Bible—continued

Uzziah afflicted with leprosy … 2 Chr. 26:16–21

Three men protected from the fiery furnace … Dan. 3:19–27

Daniel delivered from the lion’s den … Dan. 6:16–23

Preservation of Jonah in stomach of fish three days … Jon. 2:1–10

Miracles of the Bible—New Testament

Of Christ (listed chronologically):

Water made wine (Cana) … John 2:1–11

Son of nobleman healed (Cana) … John 4:46–54

Passed unseen through crowd (Nazareth) … Luke 4:28–30

Man with unclean spirit in synagogue cured (Capernaum) … Mark 1:23–26; Luke 4:33–35

Peter’s mother-in-law healed (Capernaum) … Matt. 8:14–17; Mark 1:29–31; Luke 4:38, 39

Net full of fishes (Lower Galilee) … Luke 5:1–11

Leper cleansed (Capernaum) … Matt. 8:1–4; Mark 1:40–45; Luke 5:12–15

Paralytic cured (Capernaum) … Matt. 9:1–8; Mark 2:3–12; Luke 5:18–26

Man healed (Jerusalem) … John 5:1–9

Withered hand restored (Galilee) … Matt. 12:10–13; Mark 3:1–5; Luke 6:6–11

Centurion’s servant cured of paralysis (Capernaum) … Matt. 8:5–13; Luke 7:1–10

Widow’s son raised from dead (Nain) … Luke 7:11–17

Demon-possessed man healed (Galilee) … Matt. 12:22, 23; Luke 11:14

Windstorm stilled (Lower Galilee) … Matt. 8:23–27; Mark 4:37–41; Luke 8:22–25

Two demon-possessed men cured (Gadara) … Matt. 8:28–34; Mark 5:1–20; Luke 8:26–39

Raised Jairus’s daughter (Capernaum) … Matt. 9:24–26; Mark 5:23; Luke 8:41

Woman with flow of blood healed (Capernaum) … Matt. 9:20–22; Mark 5:25–34; Luke 8:43–48

Blind men cured (Capernaum) … Matt. 9:27–31

Mute spirit cast out (Capernaum) … Matt. 9:32, 33

Five thousand fed (Lower Galilee) … Matt. 14:15–21; Mark 6:35–44; Luke 9:10–17; John 6:1–14

Walking on the sea (Lower Galilee) … Matt. 14:25–33; Mark 6:48–52; John 6:15–21

Canaanite’s or Syro-Phoenician’s daughter healed (District of Tyre) … Matt. 15:21–28; Mark 7:24–30

Four thousand fed (Lower Galilee) … Matt. 15:32–39; Mark 8:1–9

Deaf and dumb man cured (Lower Galilee) … Mark 7:31–37

Blind man healed (Bethsaida) … Mark 8:22–26

Demon cast out of boy (near Caesarea) … Matt. 17:14–18; Mark 9:14–29; Luke 9:37–43

Tribute money provided (Capernaum) … Matt. 17:24–27

Passed unseen through crowd (in temple) … John 8:59

Ten lepers cleansed (Samaria) … Luke 17:11–19

Man born blind, healed (Jerusalem) … John 9:1–7

Lazarus raised from dead (Bethany) … John 11:38–44

Woman with sickness cured (Perea) … Luke 13:11–17

Man with dropsy cured (Perea) … Luke 14:1–6

Matt. 20:29–34

Two blind men cured (Jericho) … Mark 10:46–52; Luke 18:35–43

Fig tree withered (Mt. Olivet) … Matt. 21:18–22; Mark 11:12–14

Malchus’s ear healed (Gethsemane) … Luke 22:50, 51

Second net full of fishes (Lower Galilee) … John 21:1–14

Resurrection of Christ … Luke 24:6; John 10:18

Appearances of Christ after His resurrection, to:

Mary Magdalene (Jerusalem) … Mark 16:9

Other women (Jerusalem) … Matt. 28:9

Two disciples (Emmaus) … Luke 24:15–31

Peter (Jerusalem) … 1 Cor. 15:5

Ten apostles, Thomas absent (Jerusalem) … John 20:19, 24

Eleven apostles, Thomas present (Jerusalem) … John 20:26–28

Seven disciples fishing (Lower Galilee) … John 21:1–24

Eleven disciples (Galilee) … Matt. 28:16, 17

Five hundred brethren … 1 Cor. 15:6

James … 1 Cor. 15:7

Eleven apostles on day of His ascension (Bethany) … Acts 1:2–9

Paul at his conversion … Acts 9:1–5; 1 Cor. 15:8

Those associated with Peter:

Lame man cured … Acts 3:6

Death of Ananias and Sapphira … Acts 5:5, 10

Sick healed … Acts 5:15

Aeneas healed of paralysis … Acts 9:34

Dorcas restored to life … Acts 9:40

His release from prison … Acts 12:7–11

Those associated with Paul:

His sight restored … Acts 9:17, 18; Acts 22:12, 13

Elymas blinded … Acts 13:11

Lame man cured … Acts 14:10

Girl freed of evil spirits … Acts 16:18; Acts 19:11, 12

Earthquake at Philippi … Acts 16:25, 26

Evil spirits overcame Sceva’s seven sons … Acts 19:13–16

Eutychus restored to life … Acts 20:10

Unharmed by viper’s bite … Acts 28:5

Publius’s father healed … Acts 28:8

Other miracles of the New Testament:

Outpouring of the Holy Spirit … Acts 2:1–21

Gift of tongues … Acts 2:3, 4, 11; Acts 10:46; Acts 19:6

Apostles freed from prison … Acts 5:19; Acts 12:7–11

Agabus’s prophecies … Acts 11:28; Acts 21:11

Visions:

Three apostles’ … Matt. 17:1, 2; Luke 9:32

Of Christ, by dying:

Stephen … Acts 7:55, 56

Ananias’s … Acts 9:10

Peter’s … Acts 10:1–48; Acts 11:1–30

Cornelius’s … Acts 10:3, 4, 30–32

Paul’s … Acts 16:9; 2 Cor. 12:1–5

John’s on Patmos … Rev. 1–10; Rev. 4–22

Miracles by the seventy … Luke 10:17

Stephen performed great miracles … Acts 6:8

Philip cast out unclean spirits … Acts 8:6–13

Miracles pretended, or false

Egyptian magicians … Ex. 7:11–22; Ex. 8:18, 19

In support of false religions … Deut. 13:1–3

Witch of En Dor … 1 Sam. 28:9–12

False prophets … Matt. 7:22, 23; Matt. 24:24

False christs … Matt. 24:24

Deceive the ungodly … Rev. 13:13; Rev. 19:20

Sign of apostasy … 2 Thess. 2:3, 9; Rev. 13:13

Mire—deep mud

A. Places of:

Dungeon … Jer. 38:22

Streets … Is. 10:6

B. Figurative of:

Affliction … Job 30:19

Insecurity … Is. 57:20

Plentifulness … Zech. 9:3

Miriam—obstinacy (stubbornness)

1. Sister of Aaron and Moses … Num. 26:59

Watches over Moses in river … Ex. 2:4–6

Calls Moses’ mother as nurse to help with Moses for Pharaoh’s daughter … Ex. 2:7, 8

Chosen by God; called a prophetess … Ex. 15:20

Leads in victory song … Ex. 15:20, 21

Opposes Moses … Num. 12:1, 2

Punished for rebellion … Num. 12:3–16

Buried at Kadesh … Num. 20:1

2. Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:17

Mirmah—deceit

Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:10

Mirror

In the tabernacle … Ex. 38:8

Of cast metal … Job 37:18

Used figuratively … 1 Cor. 13:12; 2 Cor. 3:18; James 1:23, 25

Mirth—a spirit of gaiety

Occasions of … Gen. 31:27; Neh. 8:10–12

Absence of … Jer. 25:10, 11; Hos. 2:11

Inadequacy of … Prov. 14:13; Eccl. 2:1, 2

Miscarriage—premature ejection of a fetus from the mother’s womb, resulting in the death of the fetus

Against the wicked … Ps. 58:8

Wished for … Job 3:16; Eccl. 6:3

Miscegenation—intermarriage of different races

A. Restrictions in the Law of

Moses … Ex. 34:12–16

B. Notable examples:

Moses … Num. 12:1–10

Ruth … Matt. 1:5

C. Unity of all races:

Descended from Adam … Gen. 3:20; Rom. 5:12

From one … Acts 17:26

D. Christian marriage:

Spiritual basis … Matt. 19:6

In the Lord … 1 Cor. 7:39; 2 Cor. 6:14

Miser—a covetous person

A. Characteristics of:

Selfish … Eccl. 4:8

Covetous … Luke 12:15

Divided loyalty … Matt. 6:24

B. Punishment of:

Dissatisfaction … Eccl. 5:10

Loss … Matt. 6:19

Sorrows … 1 Tim. 6:10

Destruction … Ps. 52:5, 7

C. Examples of:

Rich fool … Luke 12:16–21

Rich ruler … Luke 18:18–23

Ananias and Sapphira … Acts 5:1–11

Miserable—the wretched

A. State of:

Wicked … Rom. 3:12–16

Trapped … Rom. 7:24

Lost … Luke 13:25–28

B. Caused by:

Forgetfulness of God … Is. 22:12–14

Ignorance … Luke 19:42–44

Self-deception … Rev. 3:17

Misfortune—an unexpected adversity

Explained by the nations … Deut. 29:24–28

Misunderstood by Gideon … Judg. 6:13

Understood by David … 2 Sam. 16:5–13

Caused by sin … Is. 59:1, 2

Mishael—who is like God?

1. Kohathite Levite … Ex. 6:22

Removes dead bodies … Lev. 10:4, 5

2. Hebrew name of Meshach … Dan. 1:6–19

3. One of Ezra’s assistants … Neh. 8:4

Mishal

Town in Asher … Josh. 19:24, 26

Assigned to Levites … Josh. 21:30

Called Mashal … 1 Chr. 6:74

Misham—swift

Son of Elpaal … 1 Chr. 8:12

Mishma—hearing

1. Son of Ishmael … Gen. 25:13, 14; 1 Chr. 1:30

2. Descendant of Simeon … 1 Chr. 4:25

Mishmannah—fatness

One of David’s Gadite warriors … 1 Chr. 12:10

Mishraites

Family living in Kirjath Jearim … 1 Chr. 2:53

Mispar—writing

Exile returnee … Ezra 2:2

Called Mispereth … Neh. 7:7

Misrephoth—burning of waters

Haven of fleeing Canaanites … Josh. 11:8

Near the Sidonians … Josh. 13:6

Missionaries—those sent out to spread the gospel

Jonah … Jon. 3:2, 3

The early church … Acts 8:4

Philip … Acts 8:5

Some from Cyrene become … Acts 11:20

Paul and Barnabas … Acts 13:1–4

Peter … Acts 15:7

Apollos … Acts 18:24

Noah … 2 Pet. 2:5

Mission of Christ

Do God’s will … John 6:38

Save sinners … Luke 19:10

Bring in everlasting righteousness … Dan. 9:24

Destroy Satan’s works … Heb. 2:14; 1 John 3:8

Fulfill the Old Testament … Matt. 5:17

Give life … John 10:10, 28

Stop sacrifices … Dan. 9:27

Complete revelation … Heb. 1:1–3

Missions

A. Commands concerning:

“Will be” … Matt. 24:14

“Go” … Matt. 28:18–20

“Tarry” … Luke 24:49

“Come” … Acts 16:9

“Preach” … Mark 16:15

B. Motives prompting:

God’s love … John 3:16

Christ’s love … 2 Cor. 5:14, 15

Humankind’s need … Rom. 3:9–31

C. Equipment for:

Word … Rom. 10:14, 15

Spirit … Acts 1:8

Prayer … Acts 13:1–4

Mist—a vapor (physical and spiritual)

Physical (vapor) … Gen. 2:6 

Spiritual (blindness) … Acts 13:11

Mistake—an error arising from human weakness

Causes of:

Motives misunderstood … Josh. 22:9–29

Appearance misjudged … 1 Sam. 1:13–15

Trust misplaced … Josh. 9:3–27

Mistress—a married woman

In charge of a maid … Gen. 16:4, 8, 9

Figurative of Nineveh … Nah. 3:4

Misunderstandings—disagreements among

Israelites … Josh. 22:9–29

Christ’s disciples … Matt. 20:20–27

Apostles … Gal. 2:11–15

Christians … Acts 6:1

Misused—putting to a wrong use

Guilt of, brings wrath … 2 Chr. 36:16

Mite—Jews’ smallest coin

Widow’s … Mark 12:42

Mithkah—sweetness

Israelite encampment … Num. 33:28, 29

Mithnite

Descriptive of Joshaphat, David’s officer … 1 Chr. 11:43

Mithredath—consecrated to Mithra

1. Treasurer of Cyrus … Ezra 1:8

2. Persian official … Ezra 4:7

Mitylene—a city on the island of Lesbos

Visited by Paul … Acts 20:13–15

Mix (see Mingle; Miscegenation)

Mizar—small

Hill east of Jordan … Ps. 42:6

Mizpah—watchtower

1. Site of covenant between Jacob and Laban … Gen. 31:44–53

2. Town in Gilead; probably same as 1 … Judg. 10:17

Jephthah’s home … Judg. 11:11, 29, 34

Probably same as Ramath Mizpah … Josh. 13:26

3. Region near Mt. Hermon … Josh. 11:3, 8

4. Town in Judah … Josh. 15:1, 38

5. Place in Moab; David brings his parents to … 1 Sam. 22:3, 4

6. Town of Benjamin … Josh. 18:21, 26

Outraged Israelites gather here … Judg. 20:1, 3

Samuel gathers Israel … 1 Sam. 7:5–16; 1 Sam. 10:17–25

Built by Asa … 1 Kin. 15:22

Residence of Gedaliah … 2 Kin. 25:23, 25

Home of exile returnees … Neh. 3:7, 15, 19

Mizraim— Egypt

1. Son of Ham; ancestor of Ludim, Anamim, etc. 1 Chr. 1:8, 11

2. Hebrew name for Egypt … Gen. 50:11

Called the land of Ham … Ps. 105:23, 27

Mizzah—fear

Grandson of Esau; a duke of Edom … Gen. 36:13, 17

Mnason

Christian of Cyprus and Paul’s host … Acts 21:16

Moab—seed

1. Son of Lot … Gen. 19:33–37

2. Country of the Moabites … Deut. 1:5

Moabites—inhabitants of Moab

A. History of:

Descendants of Moab, Lot’s son … Gen. 19:36, 37

Became a great nation … Num. 21:28, 30

Governed by kings … Num. 23:7; Josh. 24:9

Driven out of their territory by Amorites … Num. 21:26

Refused to let Israel pass … Judg. 11:17, 18

Midian joined with Moab to curse Israel … Num. 22:4

Excluded from worship in Israel … Deut. 23:3–6

Friendly relation with Israel … Ruth 1:1, 4, 16

Defeated by Saul … 1 Sam. 14:47

Refuge for David’s parents … 1 Sam. 22:3, 4

Defeated by David … 2 Sam. 8:2, 12

Solomon married women of … 1 Kin. 11:1, 3

Paid tribute to Israel … 2 Kin. 3:4

Fought Israel and Judah … 2 Kin. 3:5–7

Conquered by Israel and Judah … 2 Kin. 3:8–27

Daughters of, intermarried with Jews … Ezra 9:1, 2; Neh. 13:23

B. Characteristics of:

Idolatrous … 1 Kin. 11:7

Wealthy … Jer. 48:1, 7

Superstitious … Jer. 27:3, 9

Satisfied … Jer. 48:11

Proud … Jer. 48:29

C. Prophecies concerning their:

Desolation … Is. 15:1–9

Ruin and destruction … Jer. 27:3, 8

Punishment … Amos 2:1–3

Subjection … Is. 11:14

Mob—a lawless crowd

Caused Pilate to pervert justice … Matt. 27:20–25

Made unjust charges … Acts 17:5–9

Paul saved from … Acts 21:27–40

Mocking—imitating in fun or derision

A. Evil agents of:

Children … 2 Kin. 2:23

Men of Israel … 2 Chr. 30:10

Men of Judah … 2 Chr. 36:16

Fools … Prov. 14:9

Wine … Prov. 20:1

Jews … Matt. 20:19

Roman soldiers … Luke 23:36

False teachers … Jude 18

B. Good agents of:

Donkey … Num. 22:29

Samson … Judg. 16:10–15

Elijah … 1 Kin. 18:27

Wisdom (God) … Prov. 1:20, 26

The Lord … Ps. 2:4

C. Reasons for, to:

Show unbelief … 2 Chr. 36:16

Portray scorn … 2 Chr. 30:10

Ridicule … Acts 2:13

Insult … Gen. 39:14, 17

D. Objects of:

Christ … Luke 23:11, 36

Believers … Heb. 11:36

Modesty in dress

A. Of women:

Instructed … 1 Tim. 2:9

Illustrated in Israel … 1 Pet. 3:3–5

Lack of, an enticement … 2 Sam. 11:2–5

B. Of men:

Lack of, condemned … Gen. 9:21–27

Illustrated … John 21:7

Manifested in conversion … Mark 5:15

Moladah—birth, origin

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:1, 26

Inheritance of Simeon … Josh. 19:1, 2

Returning Levites inhabit … Neh. 11:26

Molded—made of melted metal

A. Applied to:

Great basin in the temple … 1 Kin. 7:16–33

Mirror … Job 37:18

Images … Ex. 32:4, 8

B. Of images:

Making of forbidden … Ex. 34:17

Made by Israel … 2 Kin. 17:16

Worshiped by Israel … Ps. 106:19

Destroyed by Josiah … 2 Chr. 34:3, 4

Folly of … Is. 42:17

Vanity … Is. 41:29

See Gods, false

Molding—a decorative ledge of gold

Around:

Ark … Ex. 25:11

Incense altar … Ex. 30:3, 4

Moldy—musty or stale

Applied to bread … Josh. 9:5, 12

Mole—a small, burrowing mammal

Among unclean animals … Lev. 11:29

Molech—king

A. Worship of:

By Ammonites … 1 Kin. 11:7

By human sacrifice … 2 Kin. 23:10

Strongly condemned … Lev. 18:21

Introduced by Solomon … 1 Kin. 11:7

B. Prevalence of, among Jews:

Favored by Solomon … 1 Kin. 11:7

See Human sacrifice

Molid—begetter

Judahite … 1 Chr. 2:29

Moment—a small unit of time

A. Descriptive of:

Life … Job 34:20

Lying tongues … Prov. 12:19

Satan’s temptation … Luke 4:5

Affliction … 2 Cor. 4:17

Loss of loved ones … Is 47:8, 9

B. Descriptive of God’s:

Anger … Num. 16:21, 45

Punishment … Is. 47:9

Destruction … Jer. 4:20

C. Descriptive of the believer’s:

Problems … Job 7:18

Protection … Is. 26:20, 21

Perfection in glory … 1 Cor. 15:52

Monarchy—the rule of one person (king or queen)

Described by Samuel … 1 Sam. 8:11–18

Money—an authorized medium of exchange

A. Wrong uses of:

Misuse of children’s … Gen. 31:15

Forced tribute … 2 Kin. 15:20

Make interest on … Ps. 15:5

Bribe … Ps. 15:5

Miserliness … Matt. 25:18

Buy spiritual gifts … Acts 8:18, 20

B. Good uses of:

Buy property … Gen. 23:9, 13

Buy food … Deut. 2:6, 28

Give as an offering … Deut. 14:22–26

Repair God’s house … 2 Kin. 12:4–15

Pay taxes … Matt. 17:27; Matt. 22:19–21

Use for the Lord … Matt. 25:27

As wages … 2 Kin. 12:15

C. Evils connected with:

Greed … 2 Kin. 5:20–27

Debts … Neh. 5:2–11

Money changers—dealers in changing money

Christ drives them out … Matt. 21:12

Monkeys

Imported by Solomon from Tarshish … 1 Kin. 10:22

Trade item … 2 Chr. 9:21

Monogamy—marriage to one spouse

Commanded … Matt. 19:3–9; 1 Cor. 7:1–16

Example of Christ and the church … Eph. 5:25–33

Demanded of bishop … 1 Tim. 3:2

Monotheism—a belief in one god

Statements of:

The Great Commandment … Deut. 6:4, 5

Song of Moses … Deut. 32:36–39

About eternal life … John 17:3, 22

Moon—earth’s natural satellite shining by the sun’s reflected light

A. Miraculous use of:

Standing still … Hab. 3:11

Darkened … Is. 13:10

To be turned to blood … Acts 2:20

B. Worship of:

Among Jews … Jer. 7:18

Forbidden … Deut. 4:19

Punishable … Jer. 8:1–3

C. Illustrative of:

Eternity … Ps. 72:5, 7

Universal praise … Is. 66:23

God’s faithfulness … Jer. 31:35–37

Greater light of gospel age … Is. 30:26

D. Purpose of:

Rule the night … Gen. 1:16 

Marking time … Gen. 1:14 

Designating seasons … Ps. 104:19

Signaling prophetic events … Matt. 24:29; Luke 21:25

Morality—principles of right conduct

A. Of the unregenerate:

Based upon conscience … Rom. 2:14, 15

Commanded by law … John 8:3–5

Limited to outward appearance … Is. 1:14, 15

Object of boasting … Mark 10:17–20

B. Of the regenerated:

Based upon the new birth … 2 Cor. 5:17

Prompted by the Spirit … Gal. 5:22, 23

Comes from the heart … Heb. 8:10

No boasting except in Christ … 1 Cor. 15:10; Phil. 3:7–10

Mordecai—dedicated to Mars

1. Jew exiled in Persia … Esth. 2:5, 6

Brings up Esther … Esth. 2:7

Directs Esther’s movements … Esth. 2:10–20

Reveals plot to kill the king … Esth. 2:22, 23

Refuses homage to Haman … Esth. 3:1–6

Calls on Esther to save the Jews … Esth. 4:1–17

Gallows made for … Esth. 5:14

Honored by the king … Esth. 6:1–12

Writes a new decree … Esth. 8:8–10

Is highly exalted … Esth. 8:7, 15

Becomes famous … Esth. 9:4

Writes to Jews about Feast of Purim … Esth. 9:20–31

2. Postexilic returnee … Ezra 2:2

More—something in addition

A. “More than” promises:

Repentance … Matt. 18:13

Love … John 21:15

B. “Much more” promises:

Grace … Rom. 5:9–17

Witnessing … Phil. 1:14

Obedience … Phil. 2:12

C. “No more” promises:

Christ’s death … Rom. 6:9

Remember sin … Heb. 8:12

Moreh—teacher, soothsayer

1. Place (oak tree or grove) near Shechem … Gen. 12:6

Probably place of:

Idol-burying … Gen. 35:4

Covenantstone … Josh. 24:26

2. Hill in the Valley of Jezreel … Judg. 7:1

Moresheth Gath—possession of Gath

Birthplace of Micah the prophet … Mic. 1:14

Moriah

God commands Abraham to sacrifice Isaac here … Gen. 22:1–13

Site of Solomon’s temple … 2 Chr. 3:1

Morning—the first part of the day

A. Early risers in:

Do the Lord’s will … Gen. 22:3

Worship … Ex. 24:4

Do the Lord’s work … Josh. 6:12

Fight the Lord’s battles … Josh. 8:10

Depart on a journey … Judg. 19:5, 8

Correct an evil … Dan. 6:19

Pray … Mark 1:35

Visit the tomb … Mark 16:2

Preach … Acts 5:21

B. For the righteous, a time for:

Joy … Ps. 30:5

God’s lovingkindness … Ps. 92:2

God’s mercies … Lam. 3:22, 23

C. For the unrighteous, a time of:

Dread … Deut. 28:67

Destruction … Is. 17:14

D. Figurative of:

Our unrighteousness … Hos. 6:4

Judgment … Zeph. 3:5

God’s light … Amos 5:8

Christ’s return … Rev. 2:28

Morning sacrifice—part of Israelite worship

Ritual described … Ex. 29:38–42

Part of continual offering … Num. 28:3–8

Under Ahaz … 2 Kin. 16:15

Morning Star

Figurative of Christ:

To church at Thyatira … Rev. 2:24, 28

Christ, of Himself … Rev. 22:16

Applied to Christ … 2 Pet. 1:19

Morsel—a small piece of food

Offered to angels … Gen. 18:5

Rejected by a doomed man … 1 Sam. 28:22

Asked of a dying woman … 1 Kin. 17:11, 12

Better than strife … Prov. 17:1

Exchanged for a birthright … Heb. 12:16

Mortar—a vessel

Vessel used for beating grains … Num. 11:8

Used figuratively … Prov. 27:22

Mortar—a building material

Made of:

Clay … Is. 41:25

Asphalt … Gen. 11:3

Plaster … Lev. 14:42, 45

Mortgage—something given in security for debt

Postexilic Jews burdened with … Neh. 5:3

Mortification—a putting to death

A. Objects of:

Law … Rom. 7:4

Sin … Rom. 6:6, 11

Flesh … Rom. 13:14

Members of earthly body … Col. 3:5

B. Agents of:

Holy Spirit … Rom. 8:13

Our obedience … Rom. 6:17–19

Moserah (sing.), Moseroth (pl.)—bond

Place of Aaron’s death and burial … Deut. 10:6

Israelite encampment … Num. 33:30, 31

Moses—drawn out

A. Early life of (first 40 years):

Descendant of Levi … Ex. 2:1

Son of Amram and Jochebed … Ex. 6:16–20

Brother of Aaron and Miriam … Ex. 15:20

Born under slavery … Ex. 2:1–10

Hidden by mother … Ex. 2:2, 3

Found among reeds, adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter … Ex. 2:3–10

Educated in Egyptian wisdom … Acts 7:22

Refused Egyptian sonship … Heb. 11:23–27

Defended his people … Ex. 2:11–14

Rejected, flees to Midian … Ex. 2:15

B. In Midian (second 40 years):

Married Zipporah … Ex. 2:16–21

Father of two sons … Ex. 2:22; Acts 7:29

Became Jethro’s shepherd … Ex. 3:1

C. Leader of Israel (last 40 years; to the end of his life):

Saw burning bush … Ex. 3:2, 3

Heard God’s voice … Ex. 3:4

God’s plan revealed to him … Ex. 3:7–10

Argued with God … Ex. 4:1–17

Met by Aaron … Ex. 4:14–28

Assembled elders of Israelites … Ex. 4:29–31

Rejected by Pharaoh and Israel … Ex. 5:1–23

Conflict with Pharaoh; ten plagues sent … Ex. 7–12

Commanded to institute the Passover … Ex. 12:1–29; Heb. 11:28

D. From Egypt to Sinai:

Led people from Egypt … Ex. 12:30–38

Observed the Passover … Ex. 12:39–51

Healed bitter waters … Ex. 15:22–27

People hunger; flesh and manna supplied … Ex. 16:1–36; John 6:31, 32

Defeated Amalek; hands held up by Hur and Aaron … Ex. 17:8–13

Came to Sinai … Ex. 19:1, 2

Moses—continued

E. At Sinai:

Called to God’s presence … Acts 7:38

Prepared Israel for the Law … Ex. 19:7–25

Received the Law … Ex. 20–23

Confirmed the covenant with Israel … Ex. 24:1–11

Stayed 40 days on Sinai … Ex. 24:12–16

Shown the pattern of the tabernacle … Ex. 25–31

Israel sinned; Moses interceded … Ex. 32:1–35

Recommissioned and encouraged … Ex. 33:1–23

Instructions received; tabernacle erected … Ex. 36–40

Consecrated Aaron … Lev. 8:1–36

Numbered the men … Num. 1:1–54

Observed the Passover … Num. 9:1–5

F. From Sinai to Kadesh Barnea:

Resumed journey to Canaan … Num. 10:11–36

Complained; 70 elders appointed … Num. 11:1–35

Spoken against by Miriam and Aaron … Num. 12:1–6

G. At Kadesh Barnea:

Sent spies to Canaan … Num. 13:1–33

Pleaded with rebellious Israel … Num. 14:1–19

Announced God’s judgment … Num. 14:20–45

H. Wanderings:

Instructions received … Num. 15:1–41

Sinned in anger … Num. 20:1–13

Sent messengers to Edom … Num. 20:14–21

Made a bronze serpent … Num. 21:4–9; John 3:14

Traveled toward Canaan … Num. 21:10–20

Ordered destruction … Num. 25:1–18

Numbered the people … Num. 26:1–65

Gave instruction concerning inheritance … Num. 27:1–11

Commissioned Joshua as his successor … Num. 27:12–23

Received further laws … Num. 28–30

Conquered Midianites … Num. 31:1–54

Final instruction and records … Num. 32–36

Reinterpreted the Law … Deut. 1–31

Gave farewell messages … Deut. 32; 33

Committed written Law to the priests … Deut. 31:9, 26

Saw the Promised Land … Deut. 34:1–4

Died, in full strength, at 120 … Deut. 34:5–7

Israel wept over … Deut. 34:8

I. In the New Testament:

Appears with Elijah at Christ’s transfiguration … Matt. 17:2–4

J. Character of:

Believer … Heb. 11:23–28

Faithful … Num. 12:7; Heb. 3:2–5

Humble … Num. 12:3

Respected … Ex. 33:8–10

Logical … Num. 14:12–20

Impatient … Ex. 5:22, 23

Given to anger … Ex. 32:19

Moses, oracles of—blessings on tribes of Israel

Pronounced … Deut. 33:6–25

Song introduces … Deut. 33:2–5

Song concludes … Deut. 33:26–29

Most assuredly—a strong affirmation

A. Concerning Christ’s:

Glory … John 1:51

Eternity … John 8:58

Uniqueness … John 10:1, 7

Mission … John 6:32

Betrayal … John 13:21

Death … John 12:24

B. Concerning humankind’s:

Spiritual bondage … John 8:34

Spiritual darkness … John 6:26

Need of regeneration … John 3:3, 5

Need of salvation … John 5:24, 25

Means of salvation … John 6:47, 53

Life eternal … John 8:51

C. Concerning the believer’s:

Fickleness … John 13:38

Work … John 14:12

Mission … John 13:16, 20

Prayer … John 16:23

Most High—a name of God

Melchizedek, priest of … Heb. 7:1

Demons called Jesus Son of … Mark 5:7, 8

Paul and Silas called servants of … Acts 16:17

Most Holy Place

A. Described as:

Sanctuary … Lev. 4:6

Holy Sanctuary … Lev. 16:33

Holy place … Ex. 28:29

Most Holy … Ex. 26:33

Holiest of All … Heb. 9:3

Inner sanctuary … 1 Kin. 6:5–20

B. Contents of:

Ark of the Testimony … Ex. 26:33

Mercy seat … Ex. 26:34

Cherubim … Ex. 25:18–22

Altar of incense … Heb. 9:4

Pot of manna … Ex. 16:33

Aaron’s rod … Num. 17:10

Written copy of the Law … Deut. 31:26; 2 Kin. 22:8

C. Entrance to, by the high priest:

Not at all times … Lev. 16:2

Alone, once a year … Heb. 9:7

With blood … Lev. 16:14, 15

To make atonement … Lev. 16:15–17, 33, 34

D. Significance of:

Abolished by Christ’s death … Matt. 27:51

Typical of heaven … Ps. 102:19

Believers now enter boldly … Heb. 10:19

See Tabernacle

Moth—a garment-destroying insect

Used figuratively of:

Inner corruption … Is. 50:9

God’s judgments … Hos. 5:12

Humankind’s insecurity … Job 4:19

Humankind’s fading glory … Job 13:28

Mother

A. Described as:

Loving … Ex. 2:1–25

Appreciative … 2 Kin. 4:19–37

Weeping … Luke 7:12–15

Remembering … Luke 2:51

B. Kinds of:

Idolatrous … Judg. 17:1–4

Troubled … 1 Kin. 17:17–24

Cruel … 2 Kin. 11:1, 2

Joyful … Ps. 113:9

Good … Prov. 31:1

Scheming … Matt. 20:20–23

Prayerful … Acts 12:12

C. Duties toward:

Honor … Eph. 6:2

Obedience … Deut. 21:18, 19

Protection … Gen. 32:11

Provision … John 19:25–27

D. Figurative of:

Israel … Hos. 2:2, 5

Judah … Ezek. 19:2, 10

Heavenly Jerusalem … Gal. 4:26

E. Duties performed by:

Selecting son’s wife … Gen. 21:21

Hospitality … Gen. 24:55

Nourishment … Ex. 2:8, 9

Provision … 1 Kin. 1:11–21

Comfort … Is. 66:12, 13

Teaching … Prov. 31:1

F. Dishonor of, punished by:

Death … Lev. 20:9

Shame … Prov. 19:26

Darkness … Prov. 20:20

Destruction … Prov. 28:24

Motherhood

A. Described as:

Painful … Gen. 3:16

Sometimes dangerous … Gen. 35:16–20

Yet joyful … John 16:21

Object of prayer … Gen. 25:21

B. Blessings of:

Fulfills divine Law … Gen. 1:28 

Makes joyful … Ps. 113:9

Woman will be saved in … 1 Tim. 2:15

Mother-in-law

Judith’s—grief … Gen. 26:34, 35

Ruth’s—loved … Ruth 1:14–17

Peter’s—healed by Christ … Matt. 8:14, 15

Motive—inner impulse producing outward action

A. Good:

Questioned … 2 Kin. 5:5–8

Misapplied … Esth. 6:6–11

Misrepresented … Job 1:9–11

Misunderstood … Acts 21:26–31

B. Evil:

Prompted by Satan … Matt. 16:22, 23

Designed to deceive … Acts 5:1–10

Mount Baalah—mistress

Part of the territory of Judah … Josh. 15:11

Mount Baal Hermon—possessor of Hermon

Lived on by nations that tested Israel … Judg. 3:3, 4

Mount Carmel—fruitful

Prophets gathered together here … 1 Kin. 18:19, 20

Elisha journeyed to … 2 Kin. 2:25

Shunammite woman comes to Elisha … 2 Kin. 4:25

Mount Ebal—bald

Cursed by God … Deut. 11:29

Joshua built an altar here … Josh. 8:30

Mount Gaash—quaking

Place of Joshua’s burial … Josh. 24:30

Mount Gerizim—rocky

Place the blessed stood … Deut. 27:12

Jotham spoke to people of Shechem here … Judg. 9:7

Mount Gilboa—bubbling spring

Men of Israel slain here … 1 Sam. 31:1

Saul and his sons slain here … 1 Sam. 31:8

Mount Gilead—heap of witness

Gideon divides the people for battle … Judg. 7:3





Mount Hor—mountain

Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron here … Num. 20:23

Aaron died here … Num. 20:25–28

Mount Horeb—desolate

Sons of Israel stripped themselves of ornaments here … Ex. 33:6

The same as Sinai … Ex. 3:1

Mount of Olives

Prophecy concerning … Zech. 14:4

Jesus sent disciples for donkey … Matt. 21:1, 2; Mark 11:1, 2

Jesus speaks of the signs of His coming … Matt. 24:3; Mark 13:3, 4

After the Lord’s supper went out to … Matt. 26:30; Mark 14:26

Called Mount Olivet … Luke 19:29; Luke 21:37

Mount Seir—rugged

Horites defeated by Chedorlaomer … Gen. 14:5, 6

Mount Shepher—beauty

Israelites camped at … Num. 33:23, 24

Mount Sinai

Lord descended upon, in fire … Ex. 19:18

Lord called Moses to the top … Ex. 19:20

The glory of the Lord rested on, for six days … Ex. 24:16

Mount Tabor—broken

Deborah sent Barak there to defeat Canaanites … Judg. 4:6–14

Mount Zion

Survivors shall go out from … 2 Kin. 19:31

Mountain—a high elevation of earth

A. Mentioned in the Bible:

Abarim … Num. 33:47, 48

Ararat … Gen. 8:4

Bashan … Ps. 68:15

Carmel … 1 Kin. 18:19

Ebal … Deut. 27:13

Gaash … Judg. 2:9

Gerizim … Deut. 11:29

Gilboa … 2 Sam. 1:6, 21

Hachilah … 1 Sam. 23:19

Hermon … Josh. 13:11

Hor … Num. 34:7, 8

Horeb (same as Sinai) … Ex. 3:1

Lebanon … Deut. 3:25

Moreh … Judg. 7:1

Moriah … Gen. 22:2

Nebo … Deut. 34:1

Olives or Olivet … Matt. 24:3

Pisgah … Num. 21:20

Sinai … Ex. 19:2–20

Sion or Zion … 2 Sam. 5:7

Tabor … Judg. 4:6–14

B. In Christ’s life, place of:

Temptation … Matt. 4:8

Sermon … Matt. 5:1

Prayer … Matt. 14:23

Transfiguration … Matt. 17:1, 2

Prophecy … Matt. 24:3

Agony … Matt. 26:30, 31

Ascension … Luke 24:50

C. Uses of:

Boundaries … Num. 34:7, 8

Distant vision … Deut. 3:27

Hunting … 1 Sam. 26:20

Warfare … 1 Sam. 17:3

Protection … Amos 6:1

Refuge … Matt. 24:16

Idolatrous worship … Is. 65:7

Assembly sites … Josh. 8:30–33

D. Significant Old Testament events on:

Ark rested upon (Ararat) … Gen. 8:4

Abraham’s testing (Moriah) … Gen. 22:1–19

Giving of the Law (Sinai) … Ex. 19:2–25

Moses’ view of Canaan (Pisgah) … Deut. 34:1

Combat with Baalism (Carmel) … 1 Kin. 18:19–42

David’s city (Zion) … 2 Sam. 5:7

E. Figurative of:

God’s:

Protection … Is. 31:4

Dwelling … Is. 8:18

Judgments … Jer. 13:16

Gospel age … Is. 27:13

Messiah’s advent … Is. 40:9

Great joy … Is. 44:23

Great difficulties … Matt. 21:21

Pride of humankind … Luke 3:5

Supposed faith … 1 Cor. 13:2

Mourning—expression of sorrow

A. Caused by:

Death … Gen. 50:10

Defection … 1 Sam. 15:35

Disobedience … Ezra 9:4–7

Desolation … Joel 1:9, 10

Defeat … Rev. 18:11

Discouragement … Ps. 42:9

Disease … Job 2:5–8

Disbelief … Num. 14:26–39

B. Transformed into:

Gladness … Is. 51:11

Hope … John 11:23–28

Everlasting joy … Is. 35:10

Comfort … Matt. 5:4

C. Signs of:

Tearing of clothing … 2 Sam. 3:31, 32

Ashes on head … 2 Sam. 13:19

Sackcloth … Gen. 37:34

Neglect of appearance … 2 Sam. 19:24

Presence of mourners … John 11:19, 31

Apparel … 2 Sam. 14:2

Shaved head … Jer. 16:6, 7

Mouse, mice—a small rodent

Accounted unclean … Lev. 11:29

Eaten by idolatrous Israelites … Is. 66:17

Mouth

A. Descriptive of:

Top of a well … Gen. 29:2, 3, 8

Opening of a sack … Gen. 42:27, 28

Man’s … Job 3:1

B. Exhortations concerning:

Make all acceptable … Ps. 19:14

Keep with a muzzle … Ps. 39:1

Set a guard before … Ps. 141:3

Keep the corrupt from … Eph. 4:29

Keep filthy language from … Col. 3:8

C. Of unregenerate, source of:

Lying … 1 Kin. 22:13, 22, 23

Idolatry … 1 Kin. 19:18

Unfaithfulness … Ps. 5:9

Cursing … Ps. 10:7

Pride … Ps. 17:10

Evil … Ps. 50:19

Lies … Ps. 63:11

Vanity … Ps. 144:8, 11

Foolishness … Prov. 15:2, 14

Flattery … Jude 16

D. Of regenerate, used for:

Prayer … 1 Sam. 1:12

God’s Law … Josh. 1:8

Praise … Ps. 34:1

Wisdom … Ps. 37:30

Testimony … Eph. 6:9

Confession … Rom. 10:8–10

Righteousness … Ps. 71:15

Truth … Mal. 2:6

Move—to change the position

A. Of God’s Spirit in:

Creation … Gen. 1:2 

Humankind … Judg. 13:25

Prophets … 2 Pet. 1:21

Move—continued

B. Of things immovable:

City of God … Ps. 46:4, 5

Eternal kingdom … Ps. 96:10

Mowing—to cut grass

First growth for taxes … Amos 7:1

Left on the ground … Ps. 72:6

Moza—a going forth

1. Descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:46

2. Descendant of Saul … 1 Chr. 8:36, 37

Mozah—drained

A Benjamite town … Josh. 18:21, 26

Mulberry tree

Referred to by Jesus … Luke 17:6

Mule—a hybrid between a horse and a donkey

Breeding of, forbidden … Lev. 19:19

Sign of kingship … 1 Kin. 1:33

Used in trade … Ezek. 27:14

Considered stubborn … Ps. 32:9

Multiply—to increase in quantity or quality

A. Of good things:

Churches … Acts 9:31

Word of God … Acts 12:24

God’s wonders … Ex. 7:3

Loaves and fish … Matt. 15:32–39; John 6:1–15

Good seed … Mark 4:8

B. Secret of:

God’s:

Promise … Gen. 16:10

Oath … Gen. 26:3, 4

Human obedience … Deut. 7:12, 13

Multitude—a large number of people

A. Dangers of:

Mixed, source of evil … Ex. 12:38

Follow after in doing evil … Ex. 23:2

Sacrifices, vain … Is. 1:11

B. Christ’s compassion upon:

Teaching … Matt. 5:1

Healing … Matt. 12:15

Teaching parables to … Matt. 13:1–3, 34

Feeding … Matt. 14:15–21

C. Their attitude toward Christ:

Reaction to … Matt. 9:8, 33

Recognition of … Matt. 14:5; Matt. 21:46

Reception of … Matt. 21:8–11

Running after … John 6:2

Rejection of … Matt. 27:20

Muppim—obscurities

Son of Benjamin … Gen. 46:21

Called Shupham … Num. 26:39

Shuppim and Shephuphan … 1 Chr. 7:12, 15; 1 Chr. 8:5

Murder

A. Defined as:

Coming out of the heart … Matt. 15:19

Resulting from anger … Matt. 5:21, 22

Work of the flesh … Gal. 5:19–21

Excluding from eternal life … 1 John 3:15

B. Guilt of:

Determined by witnesses … Num. 35:30

Not redeemable … Num. 35:30

Not forgiven by flight to the altar … Ex. 21:14

C. Penalty of:

Ordained by God … Gen. 9:6

Executed by avenger of blood … Deut. 19:6

See Homicide

Murmuring—sullen dissatisfaction with things

A. Caused by:

Thirst … Ex. 15:24

Hunger … Ex. 16:2, 3, 8

Fear … Num. 14:1–4

B. Against Christ, because of His:

Practices … Luke 15:1, 2

Pronouncements … John 6:41–61

C. Of Christians:

Provoked … Acts 6:1

Forbidden … John 6:43

Excluded … Phil. 2:14

Mushi—drawn out

Son of Merari … Ex. 6:19

Descendants of, called Mushites … Num. 3:33; Num. 26:58

Music

A. Used in:

Farewells … Gen. 31:27

Entertainments … Is. 5:12

Weddings … Jer. 7:34

Funerals … Matt. 9:18, 23

Sacred processions … 1 Chr. 13:6–8

Victory celebrations … Ex. 15:20, 21

Coronation services … 2 Chr. 23:11, 13

Dedication services … 2 Chr. 5:11–13

B. Influence of, upon:

Mental disorders … 1 Sam. 16:14–17, 23

Sorrowful … Ps. 137:1–4

C. List of instruments of:

Cymbal … 1 Cor. 13:1

Flute … Ps. 150:4; Is. 30:29

Harp … 1 Sam. 16:16, 23

Psaltery … 1 Sam. 10:5; Dan. 3:5, 10

Tambourine … Is. 5:12

Horn … Dan. 3:5, 7

Lyre … Dan. 3:5, 7

Sistrums … 2 Sam. 6:5

Timbrel … Gen. 31:27; Ex. 15:20

Trumpet … Josh. 6:4

Complete orchestra … 2 Sam. 6:5

Music in Christian worship

From heart … Eph. 5:19

Means of teaching … Col. 3:16

Must—something that is imperative

A. Concerning Christ’s:

Preaching … Luke 4:43

Suffering … Matt. 16:21

Death … John 3:14

Fulfillment of Scripture … Matt. 26:54

Resurrection … John 20:9

Ascension … Acts 3:21

Reign … 1 Cor. 15:25

B. Concerning the believer’s:

Belief … Heb. 11:6

Regeneration … John 3:7

Salvation … Acts 4:12

Worship … John 4:24

Duty … Acts 9:6

Suffering … Acts 9:16

Mission … Acts 19:21

Moral life … Titus 1:7

Inner life … 2 Tim. 2:24

Judgment … 2 Cor. 5:10

C. Concerning prophecy:

Gospel’s proclamation … Mark 13:10

Gentiles’ inclusion … John 10:16

Earth’s tribulations … Matt. 24:6

Resurrection … 1 Cor. 15:53

Mustard seed—very small seed

Kingdom compared to … Matt. 13:31

Faith compared to … Matt. 17:20

Mutability—capable of change

A. Asserted of:

Physical world … Matt. 5:18

Earthly world … 1 John 2:15–17

Old covenant … Heb. 8:8–13

Present order … 2 Cor. 4:18

B. Denied of:

God … Mal. 3:6

Christ … Heb. 1:10, 11; Heb. 13:8

See Immutability; Move

Mute—inability to speak

A. Used literally of dumbness:

Natural … Ex. 4:11

Penalized … Luke 1:20

B. Used figuratively of:

External calamity … Ps. 38:13

Submissiveness … Is. 53:7

Lamb before shearer is … Acts 8:32

With silence … Ps. 39:2

Mutilation—to maim, to damage, to disfigure

A. Object of, forbidden:

On the body … Lev. 19:28

For:

Priesthood … Lev. 21:18

Sacrifice … Lev. 22:22

Mourning … Jer. 41:5–7

B. Practiced by:

Jews … Judg. 19:29, 30

Philistines … Judg. 16:21

Canaanites … Judg. 1:6, 7

Baal prophets … 1 Kin. 18:28

C. Used of:

Legalistic circumcision … Phil. 3:2

Mutiny—revolt against authority

By Israelites … Num. 14:1–4

Mutual—a common interest

Spoken of faith … Rom. 1:12

Muzzling

Applied:

To oxen … Deut. 25:4

Figuratively, to Christians … 1 Cor. 9:9–11

Myra—a city of Lycia

Paul changes ships here … Acts 27:5, 6

Myrrh

A. Dried gum (Heb., mor) of a balsam tree, used:

In anointing oil … Ex. 30:23

As a perfume … Ps. 45:8

For beauty treatment … Esth. 2:12

Brought as gifts … Matt. 2:11

Given as a sedative … Mark 15:23

Used for embalming … John 19:38, 39

B. Fragrant resin (Heb., lot) used:

In commerce … Gen. 37:25

As presents … Gen. 43:11

Myrtle—a shrub

Found in mountains; booths made of … Neh. 8:15

Figurative of the gospel … Is. 41:19

Used symbolically … Zech. 1:10, 11

Mysia—a province of Asia Minor

Paul and Silas pass through … Acts 16:7, 8

Mystery—a religious truth unknown except by divine revelation

A. Concerning God’s:

Secrets … Deut. 29:29

Providence … Rom. 11:33–36

Sovereignty … Rom. 9:11–23

Prophecies … 1 Pet. 1:10–12

Predestination … Rom. 8:29, 30

B. Concerning Christianity:

Christ’s incarnation … 1 Tim. 3:16

Christ’s nature … Col. 2:2

Kingdom of God … Luke 8:10

Christian faith … 1 Tim. 3:9

Indwelling Christ … Col. 1:26, 27

Union of all believers … Eph. 3:4–9

Israel’s blindness … Rom. 11:25

Lawlessness … 2 Thess. 2:7

Harlot Babylon … Rev. 17:5, 7

Resurrection of saints … 1 Cor. 15:51

God’s completed purpose … Rev. 10:7

Mythology, referred to

Zeus … Acts 14:12, 13

Hermes … Acts 14:12

Pantheon … Acts 17:16–23

Diana … Acts 19:24–41

Castor and Pollux (Twin Brothers) … Acts 28:11

Myths—speculative and philosophical fable or allegory

Condemned … 1 Tim. 1:4

Fables … 1 Tim. 4:7

False … 2 Tim. 4:4


N

Naam—pleasantness

Son of Caleb … 1 Chr. 4:15

Naamah—sweet, pleasant

1. Daughter of Lamech … Gen. 4:19–22

2. Ammonite wife of Solomon; mother of King Rehoboam … 1 Kin. 14:21, 31

3. Town of Judah … Josh. 15:1, 41

Naaman—pleasant

1. Son of Benjamin … Gen. 46:21

2. Captain in the Syrian army … 2 Kin. 5:1–11

Healed of his leprosy … 2 Kin. 5:14–17

Referred to by Christ … Luke 4:27

Naamathite—an inhabitant of Naamah

Applied to Zophar, Job’s friend … Job 2:11

Naamites

Descendants of Naaman … Num. 26:40

Naarah—girl

1. Wife of Ashhur … 1 Chr. 4:5, 6

2. Town of Ephraim … Josh. 16:7

Same as Naaran … 1 Chr. 7:28

Naarai—pleasantness of Yahweh

One of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:37

Nabal—fool

Wealthy sheep owner … 1 Sam. 25:2, 3

Refuses David’s request for food … 1 Sam. 25:4–12

Abigail, wife of, appeases David’s wrath against … 1 Sam. 25:13–35

Drunk, dies of a stroke … 1 Sam. 25:36–39

Widow of, becomes David’s wife … 1 Sam. 25:39–42

Naboth—sprout

Owner of vineyard coveted by King Ahab … 1 Kin. 21:1–4

Accused falsely of blasphemy and disloyalty … 1 Kin. 21:5–16

Murder of, avenged … 1 Kin. 21:17–25

Nachon—prepared

Threshing floor, site of Uzzah’s death … 2 Sam. 6:6, 7

Called:

Perez Uzzah (“breach”) … 2 Sam. 6:8

Chidon … 1 Chr. 13:9

Nadab—willing, liberal

1. Eldest of Aaron’s four sons … Ex. 6:23

Takes part in affirming covenant … Ex. 24:1, 9–12

Becomes priest … Ex. 28:1

Consumed by fire … Lev. 10:1–7

Dies childless … Num. 3:4

2. Judahite … 1 Chr. 2:28, 30

3. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:30

4. King of Israel … 1 Kin. 14:20

Killed by Baasha … 1 Kin. 15:25–31

Naggai

Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:25

Nahalal, Nahallal, Nahalol—drinking place for flocks

Village of Zebulun … Josh. 19:10, 15

Assigned to Merarite Levites … Josh. 21:35

Canaanites not driven from … Judg. 1:30

Nahaliel—valley of God

Israelite camp … Num. 21:19

Naham—consolation

Father of Keilah … 1 Chr. 4:19

Nahamani—compassionate

Returned after the Exile … Neh. 7:7

Naharai—snorting

Armor-bearer of Joab … 2 Sam. 23:37; 1 Chr. 11:39

Nahash—serpent

1. King of Ammon; makes impossible demands … 1 Sam. 11:1–15

2. King of Ammon who treats David kindly … 2 Sam. 10:2

Son of, helps David … 2 Sam. 17:27–29

3. Father of Abigail and Zeruiah, David’s half sisters … 2 Sam. 17:25

Nahath—descent

1. Edomite chief … Gen. 36:13

2. Kohathite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:26

Called Tohu … 1 Sam. 1:1

3. Levite in Hezekiah’s reign … 2 Chr. 31:13

Nahbi—concealed

Spy of Naphtali … Num. 13:14

Nahor—snorting

1. Grandfather of Abraham … Gen. 11:24–26

2. Son of Terah, brother of Abraham … Gen. 11:27

Marries Milcah, fathers eight sons by her and four by concubine … Gen. 11:29

God of … Gen. 31:53

3. City of Haran … Gen. 24:10

Nahshon

Judahite leader … Num. 1:4, 7

Aaron’s brother-in-law … Ex. 6:23

Ancestor of David … Ruth 4:20–22

Ancestor of Christ … Matt. 1:4

Nahum—full of comfort

Inspired prophet to Judah concerning Nineveh … Nah. 1:1

Nahum, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

The awesomeness of God … Nah. 1:1–15

The destruction of Nineveh … Nah. 2; 3

Nail

A. Significant uses of:

Killing a man … Judg. 4:21

Fastening Christ to cross … John 20:25

B. Figurative uses of:

Words fixed in the memory … Eccl. 12:11

Atonement for humankind’s sin … Col. 2:14

Nain—pleasant

Village south of Nazareth; Jesus raises widow’s son here … Luke 7:11–17

Naioth—habitations

Prophets’ school in Ramah … 1 Sam. 19:18, 19, 22, 23

Naked, nakedness—nude, nudity

A. Used of humankind’s:

Original state … Gen. 2:25 

Sinful state … Gen. 3:7, 10, 11 

State of grace … Rom. 8:35

Disembodied state … 2 Cor. 5:3

B. Evil of:

Strictly forbidden … Lev. 18:6–20

Brings a curse … Gen. 9:21–25

Judged by God … Ezek. 22:10

C. Instances of:

Noah guilty of … Gen. 9:21–23

Forbidden, to priests … Ex. 20:26

Michal rebukes David for … 2 Sam. 6:20–23

D. Putting clothing on:

Indicates a changed life … Mark 5:15

Promises a reward … Matt. 25:34–40

Takes away shame … Rev. 3:18

Sign of true faith … James 2:15–17

E. Figurative of:

Separation from God … Is. 20:3

Israel’s unworthiness … Ezek. 16:7–22

Judah’s spiritual adultery … Ezek. 16:36–38

God’s judgment … Ezek. 16:39

Spiritual need … Hos. 2:9

Wickedness … Nah. 3:4, 5

Needy … Matt. 25:36, 38

God’s knowledge … Heb. 4:13

Unpreparedness … Rev. 16:15

Name—a word used to identify a person, animal, or thing

A. Determined by:

Events of the time … Gen. 30:8

Prophetic position … Gen. 25:26

Fondness of hope … Gen. 29:32–35

Change of character … John 1:42

Innate character … 1 Sam. 25:25

Coming events … Is. 8:1–4

Divine mission … Matt. 1:21

B. Of God, described as:

Great … Josh. 7:9

Glorious … Is. 63:14

Everlasting … Ps. 135:13

Exalted … Ps. 148:13

Holy … Is. 57:15

C. Of God, evil acts against:

Taken in vain … Ex. 20:7

Sworn falsely … Lev. 19:12

Lies spoken in … Zech. 13:3

Despised … Mal. 1:6

D. Of God, proper attitude toward:

Exalt … Ps. 34:3

Praise … Ps. 54:6

Love … Ps. 69:36

Bless … Ps. 103:1

Call on … Ps. 116:17

E. Of Christ:

Given before birth … Matt. 1:21, 23

Hated by the world … Matt. 10:22

Believers baptized in … Acts 2:38

Miracles performed by … Acts 3:16

Believers suffer for … Acts 5:41

Speaking in … Acts 9:27, 29

Gentiles called by … Acts 15:14, 17

Final subjection to … Phil. 2:9, 10

F. Of believers:

Called everlasting … Is. 56:5

Written in heaven … Luke 10:20

Called evil by world … Luke 6:22

Known by Christ … John 10:3

Confessed by Christ … Rev. 3:5

“Called by” … Is. 62:2; Rev. 3:12

Names of Christ (see Christ, names of)

Naomi—my delight

Widow of Elimelech … Ruth 1:1–3

Returns to Bethlehem with Ruth … Ruth 1:14–19

Arranges Ruth’s marriage to Boaz … Ruth 3; 4

Considers Ruth’s child (Obed) her own … Ruth 4:16, 17

Naphish—numerous

Ishmael’s eleventh son … Gen. 25:15

Naphtali—my wrestling

1. Son of Jacob by Bilhah … Gen. 30:1, 8

Has four sons … Gen. 46:24

Receives Jacob’s blessing … Gen. 49:21, 28

2. Tribe of … Num. 1:42

Stationed last … Num. 2:29–31

First census … Num. 1:42, 43

Second census … Num. 26:48–50

Territory assigned to … Josh. 19:32–39

Canaanites not driven out by … Judg. 1:33

Barak becomes famous … Judg. 4:6, 14–16

Bravery of, praised … Judg. 5:18

Warriors of, under Gideon … Judg. 7:23

Warriors of, help David … 1 Chr. 12:34

Conquered by wars … 1 Kin. 15:20

Taken captive … 2 Kin. 15:29

Prophecy of a great light in … Is. 9:1–7

Prophecy fulfilled in Christ’s ministry in … Matt. 4:12–16

12,000 of tribe of sealed … Rev. 7:6

Naphtuhim

Fourth son of Mizraim; probably district around … Gen. 10:13

Narcissus

Christian in Rome … Rom. 16:11

Nathan—gift

1. Son of David … 2 Sam. 5:14

Mentioned in the prophets … Zech. 12:12

Jesus’ lineage traced through … Luke 3:23–28

2. Judahite … 1 Chr. 2:36

3. Prophet under David and Solomon … 1 Chr. 29:29

Reveals God’s plan to David … 2 Sam. 7:2–29

Rebukes David’s sin … 2 Sam. 12:1–15

Renames Solomon as Jedidiah … 2 Sam. 12:24, 25

Reveals Adonijah’s plot … 1 Kin. 1:10–46

Sons of, in official positions … 1 Kin. 4:1, 2, 5

4. Father of Igal … 2 Sam. 23:36

5. A chief among returnees … Ezra 8:16

6. One who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:34, 39

Nathanael—God has given

One of Christ’s disciples … John 1:45–51

Nathan-Melech—the king has given

An official in Josiah’s reign … 2 Kin. 23:11

Nations—people under a sovereign government

A. Of the world:

Descendants of Noah’s sons … Gen. 10:32

Made from one blood … Acts 17:26

Separated by God … Deut. 32:8

Inherit separate characteristics … Gen. 25:23

Laden with iniquity … Is. 1:4

Destroyed by corruption … Lev. 18:26–28

Exalted by righteousness … Prov. 14:34

Father of many nations … Gen. 17:4

Lord will set you high above all … Deut. 28:1

Subject to repentance … Jer. 18:7–10

Judged by God … Gen. 15:14

Under God’s control … Jer. 25:8–14

Future of, revealed … Dan. 2:27–45

Gospel to be preached to all … Matt. 24:14

Sarah shall be mother of many … Gen. 17:16

B. Of Israel:

Descendants of Abraham … Gen. 12:2; John 8:33, 37

Designated … Ex. 19:6

Given blessings … Deut. 4:7, 8; Rom. 9:4, 5

Punished by God … Jer. 25:1–11

Scattered among nations … Neh. 1:8; Luke 21:24

Christ died for … John 11:51

C. Of the true people of God:

Described as righteous … Is. 26:2

Born in a day … Is. 66:8

Accounted fruitful … Matt. 21:43

Believers are … 1 Pet. 2:9

Nations, table of

Record … Gen. 10:1–32

Natural—that which is innate and real; not artificial or man-made

A. Described as:

Physical origin … James 1:23

Normal … Rom. 1:26

Unregenerate … 1 Cor. 2:14

Unnatural … 2 Pet. 2:12

Temporal … 1 Cor. 15:46

B. Contrasted with:

Acquired … Rom. 11:21, 24

Perverted … Rom. 1:26, 27

Spiritual (life) … 1 Cor. 2:14

Spiritual (body) … 1 Cor. 15:44–46

Naturalization—becoming a citizen of an adopted country

Natural level, rights of … Acts 22:25–28

Spiritual level, blessings of … Eph. 2:12–19

Natural person

Does not accept things of God … 1 Cor. 2:14

Contrasted with spiritual … 1 Cor. 15:44–46

Natural religion

A. Contents of, God’s:

Glory … Ps. 19:1–3

Nature … Rom. 1:19, 20

Sovereignty … Acts 17:23–31

Goodness … Acts 14:15–17

B. Characteristics of:

Original … Rom. 1:19, 20

Universal … Rom. 10:18

Inadequate … Rom. 2:12–15

Corrupted … Rom. 1:21–32

Valuable … Dan. 5:18–23

Nature—the essential elements resident in something

A. Descriptive of:

Right order of things … Rom. 1:26

Natural sense of right … Rom. 2:14

Nonexistence … Gal. 4:8

Humankind’s natural depravity … Eph. 2:3

Divine … 2 Pet. 1:4

B. Of humankind’s unregenerate, described as:

Under wrath … Eph. 2:3

Source of:

Iniquity … James 3:6

Corruption … 2 Pet. 2:12

Nature, beauties of

Reveal God’s glory … Ps. 19:1–6

Greater than outward appearance … Matt. 6:28–30

Descriptive of spiritual blessings … Is. 35:1, 2

Navel—the point at which the umbilical cord is attached

A. Used literally of:

Lover’s appeal … Song 7:2

B. Used figuratively of:

Israel’s wretched condition … Ezek. 16:4

Navy—ships owned by a country

Solomon’s … 1 Kin. 9:26

Jehoshaphat’s … 1 Kin. 22:48

Nazarene—a native of Nazareth

Jesus to be called … Matt. 2:23

Descriptive of Jesus’ followers … Acts 24:5

Nazareth

A. Town in Galilee:

Considered obscure … John 1:46

City of Jesus’ parents … Matt. 2:23

Early home of Jesus … Luke 2:39–51

Jesus departs from … Mark 1:9

Jesus rejected by … Luke 4:16–30

B. As a title of honor descriptive of Jesus:

Anointed by the Spirit … Acts 10:38

Risen Lord … Acts 22:8

Nazirite—one especially consecrated to God

A. Methods of becoming, by:

Birth … Judg. 13:5, 7

Vow … Num. 6:2

B. Requirements of:

Separation … Num. 6:4

No:

Wine … Num. 6:3, 4

Shaving … Num. 6:5

Defilement … Num. 6:6, 7

Corruption … Amos 2:11, 12

Holiness … Num. 6:8

C. Examples of:

Samson … Judg. 16:14–17

Samuel … 1 Sam. 1:11–28

John the Baptist … Luke 1:13, 15

Christians … 2 Cor. 6:17

Neah—the settlement

Town in Zebulun … Josh. 19:13

Neapolis—new city

Seaport of Philippi … Acts 16:11

Near—close at hand (in place or time)

A. Of dangers, from:

Prostitute … Prov. 7:8

Destruction … Prov. 10:14

God’s judgment … Joel 3:14

B. Of the messianic salvation, as:

Promised … Is. 50:8

Available … Is. 51:5

C. Of Christ’s return, described by:

Christ … Matt. 24:33

Paul … Rom. 13:11

Neariah—Yahweh drives away

1. Descendant of David … 1 Chr. 3:22, 23

2. Simeonite captain … 1 Chr. 4:42

Nearness of God

A. Old Testament:

In sense of time … Is. 46:13; Zeph. 1:14

In prayer … Is. 55:6

B. New Testament:

In sense of time … Rev. 1:1–3; Rev. 22:10

In prayer … Phil. 4:5–9; James 4:8

Nebai—projecting

Leader who signs the sealed covenant … Neh. 10:19

Nebaioth, Nebajoth

Descendants of, from Arabian tribe … Is. 60:7

Eldest son of Ishmael … Gen. 25:13

Neballat—hard, firm

Postexilic town of Benjamin … Neh. 11:31, 34

Nebat—look

Father of Jeroboam … 1 Kin. 11:26

Nebo—height

1. Babylonian god of literature and science … Is. 46:1

2. Mountain peak near Jericho … Num. 33:47

Name of Pisgah’s summit … Deut. 34:1

3. Moabite town near Mt. Nebo … Num. 32:3

Restored by Reubenites … Num. 32:37, 38

Mentioned in prophecy against Moab … Is. 15:2

4. Town in Judah … Ezra 2:29

Nebuchadnezzar—Nebo, defend the boundary

A. Life of:

Monarch of the Neo-Babylonian Empire (605–562 B.C.); defeats Pharaoh Necho at Carchemish … 2 Chr. 35:20; Jer. 46:2

Besieges Jerusalem; carries captives to Babylon … Dan. 1:1–3

Shows kindness to Jeremiah … Jer. 39:11, 12

Crushes Jehoiachin’s revolt (597 B.C.) … 2 Kin. 24:10–17

Carries sacred vessels to Babylon … 2 Kin. 24:11–13

Destroys Jerusalem; captures Zedekiah (587 B.C.) … Jer. 39:5, 6

Nebuchadnezzar—continued

Dreams interpreted by Daniel … Dan. 2:14–47; Dan. 4:9–27

Builds golden image … Dan. 3:1–7

Puts three Hebrews in fiery furnace … Dan. 3:13–30

Leads attack on Tyre … Ezek. 26:7

B. Features concerning:

Builder of Babylon … Dan. 4:30

First of four great empires … Dan. 2:26–48

Instrument of God’s judgment … Jer. 27:8

Afflicted with insanity … Dan. 4:28–37

C. Prophecies concerning his:

Conquest of Judah and Jerusalem … Jer. 21:7, 10

Destruction of Jerusalem … Jer. 32:28–36

Conquest of other nations … Jer. 27:7–9

Conquest of Egypt … Jer. 43:10–13

Destruction of Tyre … Ezek. 26:7–12

Utter destruction … Is. 14:4–27

Nebushasban—Nebo delivers me

Babylonian officer … Jer. 39:13

Nebuzaradan—Nebo has given seed

Nebuchadnezzar’s captain at siege of Jerusalem … 2 Kin. 25:8–20

Carries out Nebuchadnezzar’s commands … 2 Kin. 25:8–20

Protects Jeremiah … Jer. 39:11–14

Necessary, necessity—something imperative

A. As applied to God’s plan:

Preaching to the Jews first … Acts 13:46

Change of the Law … Heb. 7:12

Of Christ’s sacrifice … Heb. 8:3

B. In the Christian’s life:

Wise decisions … 2 Cor. 9:5

Personal needs … Acts 20:34

See Must

Neck

A. Uses of:

Ornaments … Ezek. 16:11

Beauty … Song 4:4

Authority … Gen. 41:42

B. Significant acts performed by:

Emotional salutation … Gen. 45:14

Subjection of enemies … Josh. 10:24

C. Figurative of:

Servitude … Gen. 27:40

Stubbornness … Neh. 9:16

Severe punishment … Is. 8:8

Rescue … Is. 52:2

See Yoke

Necklace—an ornament worn about the neck

Signifying rank … Gen. 41:41, 42

Worn by animals … Judg. 8:26

Nedabiah—Yahweh has been gracious

Son of King Jeconiah … 1 Chr. 3:18

Need(s)—an inner or outward lack; a compulsion to something

A. Physical necessity, arising from lack of:

Food … Deut. 15:8

Provisions … 2 Chr. 2:16

B. Moral necessity, arising from:

Spiritual immaturity … Heb. 5:12

Order of things … Matt. 3:14

Spiritual need … Luke 10:42

C. Promises concerning supply of:

Promised … Matt. 6:8, 32

Provided … Acts 2:45

Fulfilled … Rev. 21:23

D. Caused by:

Riotous living … Luke 15:14

E. Provision against, by:

Help of others … 2 Cor. 9:12

F. Reaction to, shown in:

Humble submission to God’s will … Phil. 4:11, 12

See Must; Necessary, necessity

Needle—a sharp instrument used in sewing or embroidering

Figurative of something impossible … Matt. 19:24

Needy—the poor

A. Evil treatment of:

Oppression … Amos 4:1

Injustice toward … Is. 10:2

B. Promise toward:

God’s:

Remembrance of … Ps. 9:18

Deliverance … Ps. 35:10

Salvation of … Ps. 72:4–13

Exaltation of … Ps. 113:7

Strength of … Is. 25:4

C. Right treatment of:

Recommended … Deut. 24:14, 15

Remembered … Jer. 22:16

Rewarded … Matt. 25:34–40

See Poor, poverty

Neglect—to fail to respond to duties

A. Of material things:

One’s appearance … 2 Sam. 19:24

Needs of the body … Col. 2:23

B. Of spiritual things:

Gospel … Matt. 22:2–5

Salvation … Heb. 2:1–3

C. Consequences of:

Kept out … Matt. 25:1–13

Sent to hell … Matt. 25:24–30

Reward lost … 1 Cor. 3:10–15

Nehelamite

Term applied to Shemaiah, a false prophet … Jer. 29:24–32

Nehemiah—Yahweh has comforted

1. Leader in the postexilic community … Ezra 2:2

2. Postexilic workman … Neh. 3:16

Nehemiah—Yahweh has comforted

A. Life of:

Son of Hachaliah … Neh. 1:1

Cupbearer to the Persian King Artaxerxes I (465–424 B.C.) … Neh. 1:11

Grieves over Jerusalem’s desolation … Neh. 1:4–11

Appointed governor … Neh. 5:14

Sent to rebuild Jerusalem … Neh. 2:1–8

Unwelcome by non-Jews … Neh. 2:9, 10

Views walls at night … Neh. 2:11–20

Continues work in spite of opposition … Neh. 4:1–23

Makes reforms among Jews … Neh. 5:1–19

Opposition continues, but work completed … Neh. 6:1–19

Introduces law and order … Neh. 7:1–73

Participates with Ezra in restored worship … Neh. 8–10

Registers inhabitants … Neh. 11:1–36

Registers priests and Levites … Neh. 12:1–26

Returns to Artaxerxes; revisits Jerusalem … Neh. 13:6, 7

Institutes reforms … Neh. 13:1–31

B. Character of:

Patriotic … Neh. 1:1–4

Prayerful … Neh. 1:5–11

Perceptive … Neh. 2:17–20

Persistent … Neh. 4:1–23

Persuasive … Neh. 5:1–13

Pure in motives … Neh. 5:14–19

Persevering … Neh. 6:1–19

See Nehemiah, Book of

Nehemiah, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Nehemiah’s prayer … Neh. 1:4–11

Inspection of the wall … Neh. 2:11–16

List of those rebuilding the wall … Neh. 3:1–32

The enemies’ plot … Neh. 6:1–14

The reading of the Law … Neh. 8:1–18

Confession of the priests … Neh. 9:4–38

Nehemiah’s reform … Neh. 13:7–31

Nehum—consolation

Postexilic returnee … Neh. 7:7

Called Rehum … Ezra 2:2

Nehushta—of bronze

Wife of King Jehoiakim … 2 Kin. 24:8

Nehushtan—piece of brass

Applied to bronze serpent … 2 Kin. 18:4

Neiel—dwelling of God

Town in Asher … Josh. 19:24, 27

Neigh—to cry lustfully

Used of:

Horses … Jer. 8:16

Lustful desires … Jer. 5:8

Rendered “bellow” … Jer. 50:11

Neighbor

A. Sins against, forbidden:

False witness … Ex. 20:16

Coveting … Ex. 20:17

Lying … Lev. 6:2–5

Hating … Deut. 19:11–13

Despising … Prov. 14:21

Enticing … Prov. 16:29

Deception … Prov. 26:19

Flattery … Prov. 29:5

Failure to pay … Jer. 22:13

Adultery … Jer. 29:23

B. Duties toward, encouraged:

Love … Rom. 13:9, 10

Speak truth to … Eph. 4:25

Show mercy to … Luke 10:29, 37

Nekoda—dotted

Founder of a family of temple servants … Ezra 2:48

Genealogy of, rejected … Ezra 2:59, 60

Nemuel—God is spreading

1. Brother of Dathan and Abiram … Num. 26:9

2. Eldest son of Simeon … 1 Chr. 4:24

Head of Nemuelites … Num. 26:12

Called Jemuel … Gen. 46:10

Nepheg—sprout

1. Izhar’s son; Korah’s brother … Ex. 6:21

2. David’s son born in Jerusalem … 2 Sam. 5:13–15

Nephtoah—opening

Border town between Judah and Benjamin … Josh. 15:9

Nepotism—putting relatives in public offices

Joseph’s … Gen. 47:11, 12

Saul’s … 1 Sam. 14:50

David’s … 2 Sam. 8:16–18

Nehemiah’s … Neh. 7:2

Ner—lamp

Father of Abner; grandfather of Saul … 1 Sam. 14:50, 51

Nereus—the name of a sea god

Christian at Rome … Rom. 16:15

Nergal—a Babylonian god of war

Worshiped by men of Cuth … 2 Kin. 17:30

Nergal-Sharezer—Nergal preserve the king

Babylonian prince during capture of Jerusalem … Jer. 39:3, 13

Neri

Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:27

Neriah—Yahweh is a lamp

Father of Baruch … Jer. 32:12

Nest

A. Kinds of:

Eagle’s … Job 39:27

Swallow’s … Ps. 84:3

Snake’s … Is. 34:15

Dove’s … Jer. 48:28

B. Figurative of:

False security … Num. 24:21, 22

Lord’s resting place … Matt. 8:20

Full maturity … Job 29:18

Something out of place … Prov. 27:8

Helplessness … Is. 10:14

Net

A. Used for:

Trapping a bird or animal … Prov. 1:17

Catching fish … John 21:6–11

B. Figurative of:

Plots of evil people … Ps. 9:15

Predatory people … Ps. 31:4

God’s chastisements … Job 19:6

Flattery … Prov. 29:5

God’s sovereign plan … Ezek. 12:13; Ezek. 17:20

Nethanel—God has given

1. Leader of Issachar … Num. 1:8

2. Jesse’s fourth son … 1 Chr. 2:13, 14

3. Levite trumpeter … 1 Chr. 15:24

4. Levite scribe … 1 Chr. 24:6

5. Obed-Edom’s fifth son … 1 Chr. 26:4

6. Prince sent to teach Judah … 2 Chr. 17:7

7. Levite chief … 2 Chr. 35:9

8. Priest who married a foreign wife … Ezra 10:18–22

9. Priest in Joiakim’s time … Neh. 12:21

10. Levite musician in dedication service … Neh. 12:36

Nethaniah—Yahweh has given

1. Son of Asaph … 1 Chr. 25:2, 12

2. Levite teacher in Jehoshaphat’s reign … 2 Chr. 17:8

3. Father of Jehudi … Jer. 36:14

4. Father of Ishmael, struck down Gedaliah … 2 Kin. 25:23, 25

Nethinim—given

A. Described as:

Servants of the Levites … Ezra 8:20

B. Probable origin of:

Midianites … Num. 31:2, 41

Gibeonites … Josh. 9:23, 27

Solomon’s slaves … 1 Kin. 9:20, 21

C. Characteristics of:

Governed by captains … Neh. 11:21

Assigned certain cities … 1 Chr. 9:2

Exempt from taxes … Ezra 7:24

Zealous for Israel’s covenant … Neh. 10:28, 29

Assigned important jobs … Ezra 8:17

Returned from exile in large numbers … Ezra 2:43–54

Netophathite—an inhabitant of Netophah

Town of Judah near Jerusalem … 1 Chr. 2:54

Occupied by returning Levites … 1 Chr. 9:16

Applied to two of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:28, 29

Loyalty of, demonstrated … 2 Kin. 25:23, 24

Nettles—thornbushes

Sign of:

Indolence … Prov. 24:31

Desolation … Is. 34:13

Retreat for cowards … Job 30:7

Network—artistic handwork in

Tabernacle … Ex. 27:4

Temple … 1 Kin. 7:17–41

Neutrality

Impossibility of, taught … Matt. 6:24; Matt. 12:30

Invitation to, rejected … Josh. 24:15, 16

Never—not ever

A. Concerning God’s spiritual promises:

Satisfaction … John 4:14

Stability … Ps. 55:22

Security … John 10:28

B. Concerning God’s threats:

Chastisement … 2 Sam. 12:10

Desolation … Is. 13:20

Forgiveness … Mark 3:29

New—something recent or fresh

Commandment … John 13:34

Covenant … Jer. 31:31

Creature … 2 Cor. 5:17

Fruit … Ezek. 47:12

Earth … Is. 65:17

Heart … Ezek. 36:26

Spirit … Ezek. 11:19

Heaven … Is. 66:22

Jerusalem … Rev. 21:2

Name … Is. 62:2

Person … Eph. 2:15

Song … Is. 42:10

New thing (Christ’s birth) … Jer. 31:22

All things new … Rev. 21:5

New Birth—regeneration

A. Described as:

One heart … Ezek. 11:19

Resurrection … Rom. 6:4–10

New creature … 2 Cor. 5:17

Circumcision … Deut. 30:6

Holy seed … 1 John 3:9

Begotten … 1 Pet. 1:3

Name written in heaven … Luke 10:20

Life everlasting … John 3:16

B. Productive of:

Growth … 1 Pet. 2:1, 2

Knowledge … 1 Cor. 2:12–16

Change … 2 Cor. 3:18

Fruitfulness … John 15:1–8

Victory … 1 John 5:4

Discipline … Heb. 12:3–11

Love … 1 John 4:7

See Born again

New covenant

A. Described as:

Everlasting … Is. 55:3

Of peace … Ezek. 34:25

Of life … Mal. 2:5

B. Elements of:

Author—God … Eph. 2:4

Cause—God’s love … John 3:16

Mediator—Christ … 1 Tim. 2:5

New covenant—continued

Time originated—in eternity … Rom. 8:29, 30

Time instituted—at humankind’s sin … Gen. 3:15

Time realized—at Christ’s death … Eph. 2:13–22

Time consummated—in eternity … Eph. 2:7

Duties—faith and repentance … Mark 1:15

C. Ratification of, by:

God’s promise … Gen. 3:15

God’s oath … Is. 54:9, 10

Christ’s blood … Heb. 9:12–26

Spirit’s sealing … 2 Cor. 1:22

D. Superiority of, to the old:

Hope … Heb. 7:19

Priesthood … Heb. 7:20–28

Covenant … Heb. 8:6

Sacrifice … Heb. 9:23

New Gate—a temple gate

Princes meet at … Jer. 26:10

New Jerusalem

Vision, seen by Abraham … Heb. 11:10, 16

Reality of, experienced by believers … Gal. 4:26, 31

Consummation of, awaits eternity … Heb. 13:14

Vision, seen by John … Rev. 3:12; Rev. 21:2, 9–27

New moon

A festival day … Ps. 81:3; Col. 2:16

A point of reference … Is. 66:23

New person (see New birth)

News

A. Kinds of:

Distressing … Gen. 32:6–8

Disturbing … Josh. 22:11–20

Alarming … 1 Sam. 4:13–22

Agonizing … 2 Sam. 18:31–33

Sorrowful … Neh. 1:2–11

Joyful … Luke 2:8–18

Fatal … 1 Sam. 4:14–19

B. Of salvation:

Bringer of peace … Is. 52:7

By Christ … Is. 61:1–3

See Tidings

New year

Erection of the tabernacle on … Ex. 40:17, 18

Neziah—preeminent

Head of a Nethinim family … Ezra 2:43, 54

Nezib—garrison

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:1, 43

Nibhaz

Idol of Avites … 2 Kin. 17:31

Nibshan—the furnace

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:1, 62

Nicanor—victorious

One of the seven men chosen as deacons … Acts 6:1–5

Nicodemus—conqueror of the people

Pharisee; converses with Jesus … John 3:1–12

Protests unfairness of Christ’s trial … John 7:50–52

Brings gifts to anoint Christ’s body … John 19:39, 40

Nicolaitans—early Christian sect

Group teaching moral looseness … Rev. 2:6–15

Nicolas—victor over the people

Non-Jewish proselyte deacon … Acts 6:5

Nicopolis—city of victory

Town in Epirus … Titus 3:12

Niger—dark

Latin surname of Simeon, a teacher in Antioch … Acts 13:1

Night—the time of darkness

A. Important facts concerning:

Made by God … Ps. 104:20

Named at creation … Gen. 1:5 

Begins at sunset … Gen. 28:11

Established by God’s covenant … Gen. 8:22

Displays God’s glory … Ps. 19:2

Designed for rest … Ps. 104:23

Wild beasts creep in … Ps. 104:20–22

None in heaven … Zech. 14:7

Divided into “watches” and hours … Mark 13:35

B. Special events in:

Jacob’s wrestling … Gen. 32:22–31

Egypt’s greatest plague … Ex. 12:12–31

Ordinance of the Passover … Ex. 12:42

King’s sleeplessness … Esth. 6:1

Nehemiah’s vigil … Neh. 2:11–16

Belshazzar slain … Dan. 5:30

Angelic revelation … Luke 2:8–15

Nicodemus’ talk … John 3:2

Release from prison … Acts 5:19

Paul’s escape … Acts 9:24, 25

Wonderful conversion … Acts 16:25–33

C. Good acts in:

Toil … Luke 5:5

Prayer … 1 Sam. 15:11; Luke 6:12

Song … Job 35:10; Ps. 42:8

Flight from evil … 1 Sam. 19:10; Matt. 2:14

Dreams … Matt. 2:12, 13, 19

D. Evil acts in:

Drunkenness … Is. 5:11

Thievery … Obad. 5; Matt. 27:64

Lewdness … 1 Thess. 5:2–7

Betrayal … Matt. 26:31, 34, 46–50

Death … Luke 12:20

E. Figurative of:

Present age … Rom. 13:11, 12

Death … John 9:4

Unregenerate state … 1 Thess. 5:5, 7

Judgment … Mic. 3:6

Night creature—a nocturnal creature

Dwells in ruins … Is. 34:14

Nile—Egypt’s main river

A. Called:

Shihor … Is. 23:3

B. Characteristics of:

Has seven streams … Is. 11:15

Overflows annually … Jer. 46:8

Source of Egyptian wealth … Is. 19:5–8

C. Events connected with:

Drowning of male children … Ex. 1:22

Moses placed in … Ex. 2:3

Water of, turned to blood … Ex. 7:15, 20

D. Figurative of:

Judgment … Ezek. 30:12; Amos 9:5

Army … Jer. 46:7–9

Nimrah—an abbreviation of Beth Nimrah

Town in Gilead … Num. 32:3, 36

Nimrim—wholesome waters

Place in south Moab … Is. 15:6

Nimrod—strong

Ham’s grandson … Gen. 10:6–8

Becomes a mighty hunter … Gen. 10:8, 9

Establishes cities … Gen. 10:10–12

Land of Assyria, thus described … Mic. 5:6

Nimshi—Yahweh reveals

Grandfather of King Jehu … 2 Kin. 9:2, 14

Called Jehu’s father … 2 Kin. 9:20

Nineveh—the capital of ancient Assyria

A. History of:

Built by Nimrod … Gen. 10:8–12

Capital of Assyria … 2 Kin. 19:36

Jonah sent to … Jon. 1:1, 2

Citizens of:

Repent … Jon. 3:5–9

At the judgment seat … Matt. 12:41

B. Prophecies concerning its:

Destruction by Babylon … Nah. 2:1–4

Internal weakness … Nah. 3:11–17

Utter desolation … Nah. 3:18, 19

C. Described as:

Great city … Jon. 3:2, 3

Wealthy … Nah. 2:9

Fortified … Nah. 3:8, 12

Wicked … Jon. 1:2

Idolatrous … Nah. 1:14

Careless … Zeph. 2:15

Full of lies … Nah. 3:1

Ninth hour—that is, 3 P.M.

Time of Christ’s death … Matt. 27:46

Customary hour of prayer … Acts 3:1

Time of Cornelius’s vision … Acts 10:1, 3

Nisan—beginning

Name of Abib (first month of Jewish year) after the Exile … Neh. 2:1

See Jewish calendar

Nisroch—eagle, hawk

Sennacherib’s god … 2 Kin. 19:37

No Amon—the Egyptian city Thebes

Nineveh compared to … Nah. 3:8

Noadiah—Yahweh has met by appointment

1. Levite in Ezra’s time … Ezra 8:33

2. Prophetess who tries to frighten Nehemiah … Neh. 6:14

Noah—rest

A. Life of:

Son of Lamech … Gen. 5:28, 29

Father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth … Gen. 5:32

Finds favor with God … Gen. 6:8

Lives in the midst of corruption … Gen. 6:1–13

Instructed to build the ark … Gen. 6:13–22

Preacher of righteousness … 2 Pet. 2:5

Enters ark with family and animals … Gen. 7:1–24

Preserved during the Flood … Gen. 8:1–17

Builds an altar … Gen. 8:18–22

Covenant established with … Gen. 9:1–19

Plants a vineyard; becomes drunk … Gen. 9:20, 21

Pronounces curse and blessings … Gen. 9:22–27

Dies at 950 … Gen. 9:28, 29

B. Character of:

Righteous … Gen. 6:9

Obedient … Heb. 11:7

In fellowship with God … Gen. 6:9

Notable in history … Ezek. 14:14, 20

Noah—trembling

Daughter of Zelophehad … Num. 26:33

Nob—height

City of priests; David flees to … 1 Sam. 21:1–9

Priests of, killed by Saul … 1 Sam. 22:9–23

Near Jerusalem … Is. 10:32

Reinhabited after the Exile … Neh. 11:32

Nobah—barking

1. Manassite leader … Num. 32:42

2. Town in Gad … Judg. 8:11

Nobleman—one who belongs to the upper class

Jesus:

Heals son of … John 4:46–54

Cites in parable … Luke 19:12–27

Nod—wandering exile

Place (east of Eden) of Cain’s abode … Gen. 4:16, 17

Nodab—nobility

Arabian tribe … 1 Chr. 5:19

Nogah—brilliance

One of David’s sons … 1 Chr. 3:1, 7

Nohah—rest

Benjamin’s fourth son … 1 Chr. 8:1, 2

Noise—a sound of something

A. Kinds of:

Sea … Ps. 65:7

Sound of songs … Ezek. 26:13; Amos 5:23

Battle … Is. 13:4; Jer. 47:3

Mourners … Matt. 9:23

Outcry … 1 Sam. 4:13, 14

Revelry … Ex. 32:17, 18

Growl of dog … Ps. 59:6

God’s glory … Ezek. 43:2

B. Figurative of:

Strong opposition … Is. 31:4

Worthlessness … Jer. 46:17

Nomad—wanderer

Lifestyle of patriarchs … Gen. 12:1–9; Gen. 13:1–18

Israel’s history … Deut. 26:5

Noon—midday

A. Time of:

Eating … Gen. 43:16, 25

Resting … 2 Sam. 4:5

Praying … Ps. 55:17

Crying aloud … Ps. 55:17

Drunkenness … 1 Kin. 20:16

Destruction … Ps. 91:6

Death … 2 Kin. 4:20

B. Figurative of:

Blindness … Deut. 28:29

Cleansing … Job 11:17

Noph (see Memphis)

Nophah—windy place

Moabite town … Num. 21:29, 30

North

Refers to:

A geographical direction … Gen. 28:14; Ps. 107:3

Invading forces … Is. 14:31; Jer. 6:1

Nose, nostrils—the organ of breathing

A. Used literally for:

Breathing … Gen. 2:7 

Smelling … Amos 4:10

Ornamentation … Is. 3:21

Bondage … Is. 37:29

Idols … Ps. 115:6

Nosebleed produced by wringing … Prov. 30:33

B. Used figuratively of:

Human life … Job 27:3

God’s:

Power … Ex. 15:8

Sovereign control … 2 Kin. 19:28

Overindulgence … Num. 11:20

National hope (Zedekiah) … Lam. 4:20

Something very offensive … Is. 65:5

Nose jewels

Worn by women … Is. 3:21

Put in swine’s snout … Prov. 11:22

Not-My-People, Not Loved—symbolic names of Hosea’s children

Lo-Ammi … Hos. 1:9

Lo-Ruhamah … Hos. 1:6

Nothing—not a thing

A. Descriptive of:

Something:

Without payment … Gen. 29:15

Service without:

Christ … John 15:5

Love … 1 Cor. 13:3

Circumcision … 1 Cor. 7:19

Flesh … John 6:63

B. Time of:

Past … Neh. 4:15

Future … Ps. 33:10

C. Things that will come to:

Wicked … Job 8:22

Wicked counsel … Is. 8:10

Babylon … Rev. 18:17

Nourish—provide means of growth to

A. Descriptive of the growth or care of:

Children … Acts 7:20, 21

Animals … 2 Sam. 12:3

Plants … Is. 44:14

Family … Gen. 45:11

Country … Acts 12:20

B. Figurative of:

Protection … Is. 1:2

Provision … Ruth 4:15

Pampering … James 5:5

Preparedness … 1 Tim. 4:6

Novice—one who is inexperienced; a recent Christian convert

Bishops, not to be … 1 Tim. 3:1, 6

Now—the present time

A. As contrasted with:

Old Testament … John 4:23

Past … John 9:25

Future … John 13:7, 19

Two conditions … Luke 16:25

B. In Christ’s life, descriptive of His:

Atonement … Rom. 5:11

Humiliation … Heb. 2:8

Resurrection … 1 Cor. 15:20

Glorification … John 13:31

Intercession … Heb. 9:24

Return … 1 John 2:28

C. In the Christian’s life, descriptive of:

Salvation … Rom. 13:11

Regeneration … John 5:25

Reconciliation … Col. 1:21, 22

Justification … Rom. 5:9

Victory … Gal. 2:20

Worship … John 4:23

Suffering … 1 Pet. 1:6–8

Hope … Rev. 12:10

Glorification … Rom. 8:21, 22; 1 John 3:2

D. Descriptive of the present age as:

Time of:

Opportunity … 2 Cor. 6:2

Evil … 1 Thess. 2:6

God’s:

Greater revelation … Eph. 3:5

Now—continued

Completed redemption … Col. 1:26, 27

Final dealing with humankind … Heb. 12:26

Nuisance—something very irritating

Descriptive of:

Widow … Luke 18:2–5

Numbers

Symbolic of:

One—unity … Deut. 6:4; Matt. 19:6

Two—unity … Gen. 1:27 

Two—division … 1 Kin. 18:21; Matt. 7:13, 14

Three—the Trinity … Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14

Three—resurrection … Hos. 6:1, 2; Matt. 12:40; Luke 13:32

Three—completion … 1 Cor. 13:13

Three—testing … Judg. 7:16

Four—completion … Matt. 13:4–8; John 4:35

Five—incompletion … Matt. 25:2; Matt. 25:15–20

Six—human testing … Gen. 1:27, 31 ; Rev. 13:18

Seven—completion … Ex. 20:10

Seven—fulfillment … Josh. 6:4

Seven—perfection … Rev. 1:4

Eighth—new beginning … Ezek. 43:27; 1 Pet. 3:20

Ten—completion … Dan. 7:7

Tenth—God’s part … Gen. 14:20; Mal. 3:10

Twelve—God’s purpose … John 11:9; Rev. 21:12–17

Forty—testing … Jon. 3:4; Matt. 4:2

Forty—judgment … Num. 14:33; Ps. 95:10

Seventy—God’s completed purpose … Jer. 25:11; Dan. 9:24

Numbers, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

The census … Num. 1:1–4:49

Cleansing of Levites … Num. 8:5–22

The cloud and the tabernacle … Num. 9:15–23

The provision of manna … Num. 11:4–9

The spies … Num. 13:1–14:45

The rebellion of Korah … Num. 16:1–35

The sin of Moses … Num. 20:1–13

Aaron’s death … Num. 20:22–29

Balaam and Balak … Num. 22:2–24:25

Offerings and feasts … Num. 28:1–29:40

Settlements in Gilead … Num. 32:1–42

Preparation for Canaan … Num. 33:50–35:34

Nun—fish

1. Father of Joshua, Israel’s military leader … Josh. 1:1; 1 Chr. 7:27

2. Fourteenth letter in the Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:105–112

Nurse—one who provides nourishment and protection to the young

A. Duties of:

Provide nourishment … Gen. 21:7

Protect … 2 Kin. 11:2

Rear “the sons” … 2 Kin. 10:1, 5

B. Figurative of:

Judgment … Lam. 4:3, 4

Provision … Num. 11:12

Gentleness … 1 Thess. 2:7

Nuts

Provided as gifts … Gen. 43:11

Grown in gardens … Song 6:11

Nymphas—sacred to the nymphs

Christian of Laodicea … Col. 4:15


O

Oak—a large and strong tree

A. Uses of:

Place of rest … 1 Kin. 13:14

Place of idolatry … Is. 44:14

For oars … Ezek. 27:6

B. Figurative of:

Strength … Amos 2:9

Haughtiness … Is. 2:11, 13

Oars—wooden blades used for rowing

Made of oak … Ezek. 27:6, 29

Used on galleys … Is. 33:21

Oaths—solemn promises

A. Expressions descriptive of:

“As the LORD lives” … 1 Sam. 19:6

“God is witness” … Gen. 31:50

“The LORD be … witness” … Jer. 42:5

“God … judge between us” … Gen. 31:53

“The LORD make you like” … Jer. 29:22

“I put You” … Matt. 26:63

“I call God as witness” … 2 Cor. 1:23

B. Purposes of:

Confirm covenant … Gen. 26:28

Insure protection … Gen. 31:44–53

Establish truth … Ex. 22:11

Confirm fidelity … Num. 5:19–22

Guarantee duties … Gen. 24:3, 4

Sign a covenant … 2 Chr. 15:12–15

Fulfill promises … Neh. 5:12, 13

C. Sacredness of:

Obligatory … Num. 30:2–16

Maintained even in deception … Josh. 9:20

Upheld by Christ … Matt. 26:63, 64

Rewarded … 2 Chr. 15:12–15

Maintained in fear … 1 Sam. 14:24, 26

D. Prohibitions concerning, not:

In idol’s name … Josh. 23:7

In creature’s name … Matt. 5:34–36

Falsely … Lev. 19:12

Among Christians … Matt. 5:34

Oaths of God

A. Made in Old Testament concerning:

Promise to Abraham … Gen. 50:24

Davidic covenant … 2 Sam. 7:10–16

Messianic priesthood … Ps. 110:4, 5

B. Fulfilled in New Testament in Christ’s:

Birth … Luke 1:68–73

Kingship on David’s throne … Luke 1:32, 33

Priesthood … Heb. 7:20–28

See Swearing

Obadiah—servant of Yahweh

1. King Ahab’s steward … 1 Kin. 18:3–16

2. Descendant of David … 1 Chr. 3:21

3. Chief of Issachar … 1 Chr. 7:3

4. Descendant of Saul … 1 Chr. 8:38

5. Gadite captain … 1 Chr. 12:8, 9

6. Man of Zebulun … 1 Chr. 27:19

7. Prince sent by Jehoshaphat to teach … 2 Chr. 17:7

8. Levite overseer … 2 Chr. 34:12

9. Leader in the postexilic community … Ezra 8:9

10. Priest who signs the covenant … Neh. 10:5

11. Levite … 1 Chr. 9:16

Called Abda … Neh. 11:17

12. Postexilic gatekeeper … Neh. 12:25

13. Prophet of Judah … Obad. 1

Obadiah, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Against Edom … Obad. 1–9

Edom against Judah … Obad. 10–14

The day of the Lord … Obad. 15, 16

Zion’s victory … Obad. 17–21

Obal—to be bare

Descendants of Joktan … Gen. 10:28

Obduracy—resistance to pleadings of mercy

Expressed by:

“Stiff-necked” … Ex. 33:3, 5

“Uncircumcised” … Lev. 26:41

“Impenitent” … Rom. 2:5

“Harden your hearts” … 1 Sam. 6:6

“Nor will I let” … Ex. 5:1, 2

“I will not hear” … Jer. 22:21

“Do not seek” … John 5:44

“Increasingly unfaithful” … 2 Chr. 28:22–25

“Being past feeling” … Eph. 4:18, 19

“God gave them up” … Rom. 1:24–28

“Therefore they could not believe” … John 12:39

“That cannot cease from sin” … 2 Pet. 2:14

“They…were appointed” … 1 Pet. 2:8

“Let him be unjust still” … Rev. 22:11

See Hardness of heart; Impenitence

Obed—servant

1. Son of Ephlal … 1 Chr. 2:37, 38

2. Son of Boaz and Ruth … Ruth 4:17–22

3. One of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:47

4. Korahite gatekeeper … 1 Chr. 26:7

5. Father of Azariah … 2 Chr. 23:1

Obed-Edom—servant of Edom

1. Philistine from Gath; ark of the Lord left in his house … 2 Sam. 6:10–12; 1 Chr. 13:13, 14

2. Overseer of the storehouse … 1 Chr. 26:4–8, 15

3. Levitical musician … 1 Chr. 16:5

4. Guardian of the sacred vessels … 2 Chr. 25:24

Obedience—submission to authority

A. Relationship involved:

God—humans … Acts 5:29

Parent—child … Gen. 28:7; Eph. 6:1

Husband—wife … 1 Cor. 14:34, 35

Master—servant … Eph. 6:5

Ruler—subject … Titus 1:1; 1 Pet. 2:13, 14

Leader—follower … Acts 5:36, 37

Pastor—people … Heb. 13:17

Humans—nature … James 3:3

God—nature … Matt. 8:27

God—demons … Mark 1:27

B. Spiritual objects of:

God … Acts 5:29

Christ … Heb. 5:9

Truth … Gal. 5:7

Faith … Acts 6:7

C. In the Christian’s life:

Comes from the heart … Rom. 6:17

Needs testing … 2 Cor. 2:4

Aided by the Spirit … 1 Pet. 1:22

Manifested in Gentiles … Rom. 15:18

In pastoral relations … 2 Cor. 7:15

D. Lack of, brings:

Rejection … 1 Sam. 15:20–26

Captivity … 2 Kin. 18:11, 12

Death … 1 Kin. 20:36

Retribution … 2 Thess. 1:8

E. Examples of:

Noah … Gen. 6:22

Abram … Gen. 12:1–4

Israelites … Ex. 12:28

Caleb and Joshua … Num. 32:12

David … Ps. 119:106

Asa … 1 Kin. 15:11, 14

Elijah … 1 Kin. 17:5

Hezekiah … 2 Kin. 18:6

Josiah … 2 Kin. 22:2

Zerubbabel … Hag. 1:12

Christ … Rom. 5:19

Paul … Acts 26:19

Christians … Phil. 2:12

Obedience of Christ, our example

To death … Phil. 2:5–11

Learned … Heb. 5:7–10

Submissive … Matt. 26:39, 42

Obedience to civil government

Meet obligation … Mark 12:13–17

Of God … Rom. 13:1–7

Duty … Titus 3:1

For Lord’s sake … 1 Pet. 2:13–17

Obil—camel driver

Ishmaelite in charge of camels … 1 Chr. 27:30

Obituary—an account of a person’s life; a death notice

Written of Moses … Deut. 34:1–12

Objectors—those who oppose something

A. Argue against God’s:

Power … Ex. 14:10–15

Provision … Ex. 16:2–17

Promises … Num. 14:1–10

B. Overcome by:

Prophecies cited … Jer. 26:8–19

Promises claimed … Acts 4:23–31

Oblivion—the state of being forgotten

God’s punishment on the wicked … Ps. 34:16

Oboth—water skins

Israelite camp … Num. 21:10, 11; Num. 33:43, 44

Observe—to keep; to remember

A. Descriptive of:

Laws … Ex. 31:16

Obedience … Matt. 28:20

Watchfulness … Jer. 8:7

False rituals … Gal. 4:10

B. Blessings of proper:

Material prosperity … Deut. 6:3

Righteousness … Deut. 6:25

Elevation … Deut. 28:1, 13

Lovingkindness … Ps. 107:43

Christ’s presence … Matt. 28:20

C. Manner of proper:

Carefully … Deut. 12:28

Without change … Deut. 12:32

Diligently … Deut. 24:8

Forever … 2 Kin. 17:37

Without preference … 1 Tim. 5:21

Obstacles—obstructions

Eliminated by:

God’s help … Is. 45:2

Christ’s help … Is. 49:9–11

Spirit’s help … Zech. 4:6, 7

Faith … Heb. 11:1–40

Obstacles to faith

Human honor … John 5:44

Haughtiness … Rom. 11:20

Unbelief … Heb. 11:6

Doubt … James 1:6–8

Obstinacy—stubbornness

Continuing in sin … 2 Chr. 28:22, 23

Rejecting counsel … 1 Kin. 12:12–15

Refusing to change … Jer. 44:15–27

Obstruct—to hamper progress

Attempted … Ezra 4:1–5

Condemned … 3 John 9, 10

Obtain—to bring into one’s possession

A. Of material things:

Advancement … Esth. 2:9–17

B. Of spiritual things:

Favor … Prov. 8:35

Joy and gladness … Is. 35:10

Mercy … Matt. 5:7

Divine help … Acts 26:22

Salvation … Rom. 11:7

Better resurrection … Heb. 11:35

Faith … 2 Pet. 1:1

Occultism—pertaining to supernatural, especially evil, influences

A. Forms of:

Astrology … Is. 47:13

Charming … Deut. 18:11

Spiritism … Deut. 18:11

Divination … Deut. 18:14

Magic … Gen. 41:8

Necromancy … Deut. 18:11

Soothsaying … Is. 2:6

Sorcery … Ex. 7:11; Ex. 22:18

Witchcraft … Deut. 18:10

Wizardry … Deut. 18:11

B. Attitude toward:

Forbidden … Deut. 18:10, 11; Jer. 27:9

Punished by death … Ex. 22:18; Lev. 20:6, 27

Forsaken … Acts 19:18–20

Ocran—troubled

Man of Asher … Num. 1:13; Num. 2:27

Oded

1. Father of Azariah the prophet … 2 Chr. 15:1

2. Prophet of Samaria … 2 Chr. 28:9–15

Odors, sweet

A. Used literally of:

Sacrificial incense … Lev. 26:31

Ointment fragrance … John 12:3

B. Used figuratively of:

New life … Hos. 14:7

Prayers … Rev. 5:8

Christian service … Phil. 4:18

Offend, offense

A. Causes of:

Christ … Matt. 11:6

Persecution … Matt. 24:10

The cross … 1 Cor. 1:23

B. Causes of, in Christ’s:

Lowly position … Matt. 13:54–57

Being the Rock … Is. 8:14

Being the Bread … John 6:58–66

Being the righteousness of God … Rom. 9:31–33

C. Christians forbidden to give:

In anything … 2 Cor. 6:3

At any time … Phil. 1:10

See Stumble

Offering of Christ

Of Himself:

Predicted … Ps. 40:6–8

Prepared … Heb. 5:1–10

Proclaimed … Heb. 10:5–9

Purified … Heb. 9:14

Offering of Christ—continued

Personalized … Heb. 7:27

Perfected … Heb. 10:11–14

Praised … Eph. 5:2

Offerings

A. Characteristics of:

Made to God alone … Ex. 22:20

Limitation of … Heb. 9:9

Prescribed under the Law … Mark 1:44

B. Thing offered must be:

Perfect … Lev. 22:21

Ceremonially clean … Lev. 27:11, 27

Best … Mal. 1:14

C. Offerer must:

Not delay … Ex. 22:29, 30

Offer in righteousness … Mal. 3:3

Offer with thanksgiving … Ps. 27:6

D. Classification of:

Private and public … Lev. 4:1–12

Physical and spiritual … Lev. 5:1–13

Voluntary and required … Lev. 1:3

Accepted and rejected … Judg. 6:17–24

Purified and perverted … Mal. 3:3, 4

Passing and permanent … Jer. 7:21–23

Typical and fulfilled … Gen. 22:2, 13

Offerings of the leaders—by heads, of Twelve Tribes

1. Six wagons and twelve oxen to transport tabernacle … Num. 7:1–9

2. Dedication gift … Num. 7:10–89

Office—a position of trust

Holders of:

Butler … Gen. 40:13

Judge … Deut. 17:9

Priest … Deut. 26:3

Ministers of song … 1 Chr. 6:32

Gatekeeper … 1 Chr. 9:22

Tax collector … Matt. 9:9

Bishop … 1 Tim. 3:1

Treasurer … Neh. 13:13

Officers—men appointed to rule over others

A. Descriptive of:

Magistrate … Luke 12:58

Principal officer … 1 Kin. 4:5, 7

B. Functions of:

Administer justice … Num. 11:16

Offices of Christ

A. As prophet:

Predicted … Deut. 18:18, 19

Fulfilled … John 6:14; Acts 3:20–23

B. As priest:

Predicted … Ps. 110:4

Fulfilled … Heb. 5:5–10; Heb. 9:11–14, 23–28

C. As king:

Predicted … Zech. 9:9

Fulfilled … Luke 19:37, 38; Rev. 19:16

Offscouring—something vile or worthless

Israel thus described … Lam. 3:45

Offspring—issue (physical or spiritual)

A. Used literally of:

Set apart firstlings … Ex. 13:12; Ex. 34:19

Of a donkey you shall redeem … Ex. 13:13; Ex. 34:20

Human issue (children) … Job 5:25

Humankind as created by God … Acts 17:28, 29

Christ as a descendant of David … Rev. 22:16

B. Used figuratively of:

True believer … Is. 22:24

New Israel … Is. 44:3–5

Gentile church … Is. 61:9

The church … Is. 65:23

Og—giant

Amorite king of Bashan … Deut. 3:1, 8

Extent of rule … Deut. 3:8, 10

Residences at Ashtaroth and Edrei … Josh. 12:4

Man of great size … Deut. 3:11

Defeated and killed by Israel … Num. 21:32–35

Territory of, assigned to Manasseh … Deut. 3:13

Memory of, long remembered … Ps. 135:11

Ohad—powerful

Son of Simeon … Gen. 46:10

Ohel—family

Son of Zerubbabel … 1 Chr. 3:19, 20

Oholah—tent woman

Symbolic name of Samaria … Ezek. 23:4, 5, 36

Oil, olive—a liquid extracted from olives

A. Features concerning:

Given by God … Ps. 104:14, 15

Subject to tithing … Deut. 12:17

B. Uses of:

Food … Num. 11:8

Anointing … 1 Sam. 10:1

Beautification … Ruth 3:3

Perfumer’s ointment … Eccl. 10:1

Illumination … Ex. 25:6; Ex. 30:26–32; Matt. 25:3–8

C. Types of oil:

Anointing … Ex. 25:6

Pure … Ex. 27:20

Baking … Ex. 29:23

Pressed … Ex. 29:40

Olive … Ex. 30:24

Precious ointment … 2 Kin. 20:13

Golden … Zech. 4:12

D. Figurative of:

Prosperity … Deut. 32:13

Joy and gladness … Is. 61:3

Wastefulness … Prov. 21:17

Brotherly love … Ps. 133:2

Real grace … Matt. 25:4

Holy Spirit … 1 John 2:20, 27

Oil tree

Signifies restoration … Is. 41:17–20

Ointment—a salve made of olive oil and spices

A. Used for holy purpose:

By special prescription for tabernacle … Ex. 30:23–25

Misuse of, forbidden … Ex. 30:37, 38

B. Features concerning:

Considered very valuable … 2 Kin. 20:13

Carried or stored in containers … Matt. 26:7

Can be polluted … Eccl. 10:1

C. Uses of:

Cosmetic … Eccl. 9:8

Sign of hospitality … Luke 7:46

Embalming agent … Luke 23:55, 56

Sexual attraction … Is. 57:9

Old—mature; ancient

A. Descriptive of:

Age … Gen. 25:8

Elders … 1 Kin. 12:6–13

Experienced … Ezek. 23:43

Ancient times … Mal. 3:4

Old Testament age … Matt. 5:21–33

Old Testament … 2 Cor. 3:14

Unregenerate nature … Rom. 6:6

B. Of one’s age, infirmities of:

Waning sexual desire … Luke 1:18

Physical handicaps … 1 Kin. 1:1, 15

Failing strength … Ps. 71:9

C. Of one’s age, dangers of:

Spiritual decline … 1 Kin. 11:4

Not receiving instruction … Eccl. 4:13

Disrespect toward … Deut. 28:50

D. Of one’s age, blessing of:

God’s care … Is. 46:4

Continued fruitfulness … Ps. 92:14

Security of faith … Prov. 22:6

Fulfillment of life’s goals … Is. 65:20

Honor … Lev. 19:32

Grandchildren … Prov. 17:6

Dreams … Acts 2:17

See Length of life

Old Testament

A. Characteristics of:

Inspired … 2 Tim. 3:16

Authoritative … John 10:34, 35

Written by the Holy Spirit … Heb. 3:7

Uses many figurative expressions … Is. 55:1, 12, 13

Written for our admonition … 1 Cor. 10:1–11

Israel now blinded to … 2 Cor. 3:14–16

Foreshadows the New … Heb. 9:1–28

B. With the New Testament, unified in:

Authorship … Heb. 1:1

Plan of salvation … 1 Pet. 1:9–12

Presenting Christ (see Messiah, the) … Luke 24:25–44

Olive groves

Freely given … Josh. 24:13

Taken in greed … 2 Kin. 5:20, 26

Olive tree

A. Used for:

Oil of, many uses (see Oil) … Ex. 27:20

Temple furniture … 1 Kin. 6:23

Temple construction … 1 Kin. 6:31–33

Booths … Neh. 8:15

B. Cultivation of:

By grafting … Rom. 11:24

Hindered by disease … Deut. 28:40

Failure of, a great calamity … Hab. 3:17, 18

Poor provided for … Deut. 24:20

Palestine suitable for … Deut. 6:11

C. Figuratively of:

Peace … Gen. 8:11

Kingship … Judg. 9:8, 9

Israel … Jer. 11:16

The righteous … Ps. 52:8





Faithful remnant … Is. 17:6

Gentile believers … Rom. 11:17, 24

The church … Rom. 11:17, 24

Prophetic symbols … Zech. 4:3, 11, 12

Olives, Mount of

A. Described as:

“ The Mount of Olives” … Zech. 14:4

“ The hill that is east of Jerusalem” … 1 Kin. 11:7

“ The Mount of Corruption” … 2 Kin. 23:13

“ The mountain” … Neh. 8:15

B. Scene of:

David’s flight … 2 Sam. 15:30

Solomon’s idolatry … 2 Kin. 23:13

Ezekiel’s vision … Ezek. 11:23

Postexilic festivities … Neh. 8:15

Zechariah’s prophecy … Zech. 14:4

Triumphal Entry … Matt. 21:1

Weeping … Luke 19:37, 41

Great prophetic discourse … Matt. 24:3

Jesus’ prayer in Garden of Gethsemane … Matt. 26:30, 36; Mark 14:26, 32

Ascension … Acts 1:12

Olympas

Christian in Rome … Rom. 16:15

Omar—eloquent

Grandson of Esau … Gen. 36:11, 15; 1 Chr. 1:36

Omega—the last letter in the Greek alphabet

Descriptive of Christ’s infinity … Rev. 1:8, 11; Rev. 21:6; Rev. 22:13

Omen—a portent; a sign

Forbidden … Deut. 18:10

The Lord causes to fail … Is. 44:25

Omission, sins of

A. Concerning ordinances:

Moses’ neglect of circumcision … Ex. 4:24–26

Israel’s neglect of the tithe … Mal. 3:7–12

Christians neglecting to assemble … Heb. 10:25

B. Concerning moral duties:

Witnessing … Ezek. 33:1–6

Warning … Jer. 42:1–22

Watchfulness … Matt. 24:42–51; Matt. 26:36–46

Omnipotence—infinite power

A. Of God, expressed by His:

Names (“Almighty, ” etc.) … Gen. 17:1, 2

Creative word … Gen. 1:3 

Control of:

Nature … Amos 4:13

Nations … Amos 1:1–2:3

All things … Ps. 115:3

Power … Rom. 4:17–24

Endurance … Is. 40:28

B. Of Christ, expressed by His power over:

Disease … Matt. 8:3

Unclean spirit … Mark 1:23–27

Devil … Matt. 4:1–11

Death … John 10:17, 18

Destiny … Matt. 25:31–33

C. Of the Holy Spirit, expressed by:

Christ’s anointing … Is. 11:2

Confirmation of the gospel … Rom. 15:19

Omnipresence—universal presence of

God … Jer. 23:23, 24

Christ … Matt. 18:20

Holy Spirit … Ps. 139:7–12

Omniscience—infinite knowledge of

God … Is. 40:14

Christ … Col. 2:2, 3

Holy Spirit … 1 Cor. 2:10–13

Omri—Yahweh apportions

1. Descendant of Benjamin … 1 Chr. 7:8

2. Judahite … 1 Chr. 9:4

3. Chief officer of Issachar … 1 Chr. 27:18

4. King of Israel; made king by Israel’s army … 1 Kin. 16:15, 16

Prevails over Zimri and Tibni … 1 Kin. 16:17–23

Builds Samaria … 1 Kin. 16:24

Reigns wickedly … 1 Kin. 16:25–28

Father of Ahab … 1 Kin. 16:28

On—stone

1. Reubenite leader; joins Korah’s rebellion … Num. 16:1

2. City of Lower Egypt; center of sun worship … Gen. 41:45, 50

Called Beth Shemesh … Jer. 43:13

See Heres

Onam—vigorous

1. Horite chief … Gen. 36:23

2. Man of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:26, 28

Onan—strong

Second son of Judah; slain for failure to consummate union … Gen. 38:8–10

Oneness—unity

A. Of Christ, with:

The Father … John 10:30

Christians … Heb. 2:11

B. Among Christians of:

Baptized … 1 Cor. 12:13

Union … Ezek. 37:16–24

Headship … Ezek. 34:23

Faith … Eph. 4:4–6

Mind … Phil. 2:2

Heart … Acts 4:32

See Unity of believers

Onesimus—useful

Slave of Philemon converted by Paul in Rome … Philem. 10–17

With Tychicus, carries Paul’s letters to Colosse and to Philemon … Col. 4:7–9

Onesiphorus—profit-bearing

Ephesian Christian commended for his service … 2 Tim. 1:16–18

Onion—a bulbous plant used for food

Lusted after by Israelites … Num. 11:5

Only Begotten

Of Christ’s:

Incarnation … John 1:14

Godhead … John 1:18

Mission … John 3:16, 18; 1 John 4:9

Ono—strong

Town of Benjamin rebuilt by Shemed … 1 Chr. 8:12

Reinhabited by returnees … Ezra 2:1, 33

Onycha—nail; claw; husk

Ingredient of holy incense … Ex. 30:34

Onyx—fingernail (Greek)

Translation of a Hebrew word indicating a precious stone … Job 28:16; Ezek. 28:13

Found in Havilah … Gen. 2:11, 12 

Placed in high priest’s ephod … Ex. 28:9–20

Gathered by David … 1 Chr. 29:2

Open—to unfasten; to unlock; to expose

A. Descriptive of miracles on:

Womb … Gen. 30:1, 22

Earth … Num. 16:30, 32

Eyes … John 9:10–32

Ears … Mark 7:34, 35

Mouth … Luke 1:64

Prison doors … Acts 5:19, 23

Death … 2 Kin. 4:35

Graves … Matt. 27:52

B. Descriptive of spiritual things:

God’s provision … Ps. 104:28

God’s bounty … Mal. 3:10

Christ’s blood … Zech. 13:1

Human corruption … Rom. 3:13

Spiritual eyesight … Luke 24:31, 32

Door of faith … Acts 14:27

Opportunity … 1 Cor. 16:9

Christ’s worthiness … Rev. 5:2, 8–14

Ophel—bulge, hill

South extremity of Jerusalem’s eastern hill … Neh. 3:15–27

Fortified by Jotham and Manasseh … 2 Chr. 27:3

Residence of Nethinim … Neh. 3:26

Ophir—rich

1. Son of Joktan … Gen. 10:26, 29

2. Land, probably in southeast Arabia, inhabited by descendants of 1 … Gen. 10:29, 30

Famous for its gold … 1 Chr. 29:4

Ophni—the high place

Village of Benjamin … Josh. 18:24

Ophrah—hind

1. Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:14

2. Town of Benjamin near Michmash … Josh. 18:21, 23

3. Town in Manasseh; home of Gideon … Judg. 6:11, 15

Site of Gideon’s burial … Judg. 8:32

Opportunity—the best time for something

A. Kinds of:

Rejected … Matt. 23:37

Spurned … Luke 14:16–24

Prepared … Acts 8:35–39

Providential … 1 Cor. 16:9

For good … Gal. 6:10

B. Loss of, due to:

Unbelief … Num. 14:40–43

Neglect … Jer. 8:20

Unpreparedness … Matt. 24:50, 51

Blindness … Luke 19:41, 42

Oppression—subjection to unjust hardships

A. Kinds of:

Personal … Is. 38:14

National … Ex. 3:9

Economic … Mic. 2:1, 2

Messianic … Is. 53:7

Spiritual … Acts 10:38

B. Those subject to:

Widows … Zech. 7:10

Hired servant … Deut. 24:14

Poor … Ps. 12:5

Those trusting in human leadership … Is. 3:5

Soul … Ps. 54:3

C. Evils of, bring:

Guilt … Is. 59:12, 13

Reproach … Prov. 14:31

Poverty … Prov. 22:16

Judgment … Ezek. 18:12, 13

D. Punishment of:

God’s judgment … Is. 49:26

Captivity … Is. 14:2, 4

Destruction of … Ps. 72:4

E. Protection against:

Sought in prayer … Deut. 26:7

Given by the Lord … Ps. 103:6

Secured in refuge … Ps. 9:9

F. Agents of:

Nations … Judg. 10:12

Enemy … Ps. 42:9; Ps. 106:42

Wicked … Ps. 55:3

Humankind … Ps. 119:134

Leaders … Prov. 28:16

Sword … Jer. 46:16; Jer. 50:16

Devil … Acts 10:38

Rich … James 2:6

Oracle—a revelation; a wise saying

A. Descriptive of the high priest’s ephod:

Source of truth … 1 Sam. 23:9–12

B. Descriptive of God’s Word:

Received by Israel … Acts 7:38

Test of truth … 1 Pet. 4:11

Oration, orator

Character of:

Egotistical … Acts 12:21–23

Prejudiced … Acts 24:1–9

Inspired … Acts 26:1–29

Orchard—a cultivated garden or park

Source of fruits … Song 4:13

Source of nuts … Song 6:11

Orchestra—group of musicians playing together

Instituted by David … 2 Sam. 6:5

Ordain, ordained—to establish, appoint, set, decree

A. As appointment to office:

Prophet … Jer. 1:5

B. As appointment of temporal things:

World order … Ps. 8:3

Institution of:

Offering … Num. 28:6

C. As appointment of eternal things:

Hidden wisdom … 1 Cor. 2:7

See Appoint

Order—harmony; symmetry; in proper places

A. As an arrangement in rows:

Wood for sacrifices … Gen. 22:9

Battle formation … 1 Chr. 12:38

Words logically developed … Job 33:5

Consecutive narrative … Luke 1:3

Absence of … Job 10:22

B. As a classification according to work:

Priestly service … 2 Kin. 23:4

Christ’s priesthood … Ps. 110:4

Church services … 1 Cor. 11:34

Church officers … Titus 1:5

C. Of something prescribed:

Ritual regulations … 1 Chr. 15:13

Church regulations … 1 Cor. 14:40

Subjection to … 1 Chr. 25:2, 6

D. Of preparation for death:

Ahithophel’s … 2 Sam. 17:23

Hezekiah’s … 2 Kin. 20:1

E. Figurative of:

God’s covenant … 2 Sam. 23:5

Believer’s life … Ps. 37:23

Humankind’s … Ps. 50:21

Ordinances—regulations established for proper procedure

A. Descriptive of:

Ritual observance … Heb. 9:1, 10

God’s laws … Is. 24:5

God’s laws in nature … Jer. 31:35

Human regulations … Neh. 10:32

Human laws … 1 Pet. 2:13

Apostolic messages … 1 Cor. 11:2

Jewish legalism … Eph. 2:15

B. Of the gospel:

Baptism … Matt. 28:19

Lord’s Supper … 1 Cor. 11:23–29

Preaching the Word … Rom. 10:15

Oreb—a raven

1. Midianite prince slain by Gideon … Judg. 7:25

2. Rock on which Oreb was slain … Judg. 7:25

Oren—a fir or cedar tree

Judahite … 1 Chr. 2:25

Orion—strong

Brilliant constellation … Job 9:9

Ornaments—outward adornments of the body

Figurative of:

Wisdom’s instruction … Prov. 1:9

Reproof received … Prov. 25:12

God’s provisions … Ezek. 16:7–14

Apostasy from God … Jer. 4:30

See Clothing; Jewels

Orpah—neck

Ruth’s sister-in-law … Ruth 1:4, 14

Orphans—children deprived of parents

Description of … Lam. 5:3

Provision for … Deut. 24:17, 21

Job helps … Job 29:12

Visitation of, commended … James 1:27

Christians not left “orphans” … John 14:18

Osnapper—probably the Aramean name for Ashurbanipal, an Assyrian king

Called “the great and noble” … Ezra 4:10

Ostentatious—vain, ambitious

Manifested in:

Boastfulness … Luke 18:10–14

Hypocrisy … Matt. 6:1–7, 16

Conceit … 2 Sam. 15:1–6

Egotism … Acts 12:20–23

Ostracism—exclusion of a person from society

Accepted … Luke 6:22

See Excommunication

Ostrich—a two-toed, swift, and flightless bird

Figurative of cruelty … Lam. 4:3

Othni—abbreviation of Othniel

Son of Shemaiah … 1 Chr. 26:7

Othniel—God is force

Son of Kenaz; Caleb’s youngest brother … Judg. 1:13

Captures Kirjath Sepher; receives Caleb’s daughter as wife … Josh. 15:15–17

First judge of Israel … Judg. 3:9–11

Ought—something morally imperative

A. Of duties not properly done:

Use of talents … Matt. 25:27

Accusation … Acts 24:19

Growth … Heb. 5:12

B. Of acts wrongly done:

Worship … John 4:20, 21

Death … John 19:7

Wrong behavior … 2 Cor. 2:3

Inconsistent speaking … James 3:10

C. Of moral duties among Christians:

Witnessing … Luke 12:12

Prayer … Luke 18:1

Service … John 13:14

Obedience … 1 Thess. 4:1

Helping the weak … Rom. 15:1

Love toward wife … Eph. 5:28

Proper behavior … 2 Thess. 3:7

Holy conduct … 2 Pet. 3:11

Willingness to sacrifice … 1 John 3:16

Love of one another … 1 John 4:11

See Must; Necessary, necessity

Outcasts—dispossessed people

Israel among the nations … Ps. 147:2

Israel as objects of mercy … Is. 16:3, 4

New Israel … Jer. 30:17–22

Oven—a place for baking or cooking

A. Characteristics of:

Used for cooking … Ex. 8:3

Fuel for, grass … Matt. 6:30

Made on ground … Gen. 18:6

B. Figurative of:

Scarcity in famine … Lev. 26:26

Lust … Hos. 7:4, 6, 7

God’s judgments … Ps. 21:9

Effects of famine … Lam. 5:10

Overcome—to conquer

A. Means of, by:

Wine … Jer. 23:9

Fleshly desire … 2 Pet. 2:19, 20

God … Rom. 8:37

Believing in Jesus … 1 John 5:5

B. Objects of:

World … John 16:33

Evil … Rom. 12:21

Satan … 1 John 2:13, 14

Evil spirits … 1 John 4:4

Two witnesses … Rev. 11:7

Evil powers … Rev. 17:13, 14

C. Promises concerning, for Christians:

Eating of the Tree of Life … Rev. 2:7

Exemption from the second death … Rev. 2:11

Power over the nations … Rev. 2:26

Clothed in white garments … Rev. 3:5

Made a pillar in God’s temple … Rev. 3:12

Rulership with Christ … Rev. 3:21

Overlay—to spread or place over

A. Materials used:

Gold … Ex. 26:32

Bronze … Ex. 38:2

Silver … Ex. 38:17

B. Objects overlaid:

Pillar—with gold … Ex. 26:32

Board—with gold … Ex. 36:34

Altar—with cedar … 1 Kin. 6:20

Sanctuary—with gold … 1 Kin. 6:21

Cherubim—with gold … 1 Kin. 6:28

Earthen vessel—with silver dross … Prov. 26:23

Images—with silver … Is. 30:22

Overseer—a leader or supervisor

Kinds of:

Prime minister … Gen. 39:4, 5

Managers … Gen. 41:34

Elders … Acts 20:17, 28

Overthrow—to throw down; destroy

Agents of:

God … Prov. 21:12

Evil … Ps. 140:11

Wickedness … Prov. 11:11

Evil ruler … Dan. 11:41

Christ … John 2:15

Overwork—too much work

Complaint of Israelites … Ex. 5:6–21

Solution of, for Moses … Ex. 18:14–26

Owe—an obligation of

Financial debt … Matt. 18:24, 28

Moral debt … Philem. 18, 19

Spiritual debt … Rom. 13:8

Owl—a large-eyed bird of prey

Varieties of, all unclean … Lev. 11:13–17

Solitary in habit … Ps. 102:6

Ownership—title of possession

A. By people, acquired by:

Purchase … Gen. 23:16–18

Inheritance … Luke 15:12

Covenant … Gen. 26:25–33

B. By God, of:

World … Ps. 24:1

Souls … Ezek. 18:4

Redeemed … 1 Cor. 6:19, 20

Ox

A. Uses of:

Pulling covered carts … Num. 7:3

Plowing … 1 Kin. 19:19

Food … Deut. 14:4

Sacrifice … Ex. 20:24

Means of existence … Job 24:3

Designs in temple … 1 Kin. 7:25

B. Laws concerning:

To rest on Sabbath … Ex. 23:12

Not to be:

Yoked with an ass … Deut. 22:10

Muzzled while treading … Deut. 25:4

To be restored … Ex. 22:4, 9–13

C. Figurative of:

Easy victory … Num. 22:4

Youthful rashness … Prov. 7:22

Preach the gospel … Is. 32:20

Minister’s support … 1 Cor. 9:9, 10

D. Descriptive of:

Great strength … Num. 23:22

Very wild and ferocious … Job 39:9–12

Frisky in youth … Ps. 29:6

Ox goad—spike used to drive oxen

As a weapon … Judg. 3:31

Ozem—anger

1. Son of Jesse … 1 Chr. 2:13, 15

2. Descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:25

Ozni—gives ear

Son of Gad and head of a family … Num. 26:15, 16

Called Ezbon … Gen. 46:16


P

Paarai—devotee of Peor

One of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:35

Called Naarai … 1 Chr. 11:37

Pacification—causing anger to rest

A. Means of:

Gift … Prov. 21:14

Wise man … Prov. 16:14

Yielding … Eccl. 10:4

B. Examples of:

Esau, by Jacob … Gen. 32:11–19

Lord, toward His people … Ezek. 16:63

Ahasuerus, by Haman’s death … Esth. 7:10

Pack animals

Used by Israelites … 1 Chr. 12:40

Padan Aram—the plain of Aram (Mesopotamia)

Home of Isaac’s wife … Gen. 25:20

Jacob flees to … Gen. 28:2–7

Jacob returns from … Gen. 31:17, 18

Same as Mesopotamia … Gen. 24:10

People of, called Syrians … Gen. 31:24

Language of, called Aramaic … 2 Kin. 18:26

See Aramaic

Padon—ransom

Head of Nethinim family … Ezra 2:44; Neh. 7:47

Pagan gods

A. Mentioned:

Molech … Lev. 18:21

Chemosh … Judg. 11:24

Dagon … Judg. 16:23

Baal … 2 Kin. 17:16

Pagan gods—continued

Nergal … 2 Kin. 17:30

Succoth Benoth … 2 Kin. 17:30

Ashima … 2 Kin. 17:30

Nibhaz … 2 Kin. 17:31

Tartak … 2 Kin. 17:31

Adrammelech … 2 Kin. 17:31

Anammelech … 2 Kin. 17:31

Nisroch … Is. 37:38

Zeus … Acts 14:12

Hermes … Acts 14:12

Greek Pantheon … Acts 17:16–23

Diana … Acts 19:23–37

B. Worship of condemned:

By apostolic command … 1 Cor. 10:14

By Law … Ex. 20:3, 4; Deut. 5:7

Pagiel—God meets

Son of Ocran, chief of Asher’s tribe … Num. 1:13

Pahath-Moab—governor of Moab

Family of postexilic returnees … Ezra 2:6

Members of, divorced foreign wives … Ezra 10:19, 30

One of, signs covenant … Neh. 10:1, 14

Hashub, one of, helps Nehemiah … Neh. 3:11

Pain—physical or mental suffering

A. Kinds of:

Childbirth … Rev. 12:2

Physical fatigue … 2 Cor. 11:27

Physical afflictions … Job 33:19

Mental disturbance … Ps. 55:4

B. Characteristics of:

Affects face … Joel 2:6

Means of chastening … Job 15:20

Affects the whole person … Jer. 4:19

Common to all men … Rom. 8:22

C. Remedies for:

Balm … Jer. 51:8

Prayer … Ps. 25:17, 18

God’s deliverance … Acts 2:24

Heaven … Rev. 21:4

D. Figurative of:

Mental anguish … Ps. 48:6

Impending trouble … Jer. 22:23

Distressing news … Is. 21:2, 3

Israel’s captivity … Is. 26:17, 18

Paint—to apply liquid colors

Applied to a wide house … Jer. 22:14

Used by women … 2 Kin. 9:30

Used especially by prostitutes … Jer. 4:30; Ezek. 23:40

Paintings

Of Chaldeans … Ezek. 23:14

Of animals and idols (on a secret wall) … Ezek. 8:7–12

Pair—two

Sandals … Amos 2:6

Turtledoves … Luke 2:24

Balances … Rev. 6:5

Palace—a royal building

A. Descriptive of:

King’s house … 2 Chr. 9:11

Foreign city … Is. 25:2

Dwellings in Zion … Ps. 48:3

Heathen king’s residence … Ezra 6:2

B. Characteristics of:

Place of luxury … Luke 7:25

Subject to destruction … Is. 13:22

C. Figurative of:

Messiah’s temple … Ps. 45:8, 15

Divine workmanship … Ps. 144:12

Eternal city … Jer. 30:18

Palal—judge

Postexilic laborer … Neh. 3:25

Pale—deficient in color

Figurative of:

Shame … Is. 29:22

Palestine (see Canaan, land of)

Palliation of sin—excusing sin

A. Manifested by:

Calling bad men good … Mal. 2:17

Describing sin as good … Is. 5:20

Justifying the wicked … Is. 5:23

Encouraging the wicked … Ezek. 13:22

Calling the proud blessed … Mal. 3:13–15

Envying the wicked … Ps. 73:3–15

Supposing God cannot see sin … Ps. 10:11–13

Ignoring reproof … Job 34:5–36

Sinning defiantly … Is. 5:18, 19

Considering God indifferent to evil … Zeph. 1:12

Misjudging people … Matt. 11:18, 19

Questioning God’s Word … Ezek. 20:49

B. Caused by:

Moral darkness … Matt. 6:23

Human-originated concepts … Matt. 16:3–6

Hypocrisy … Matt. 23:15–23

Evil heart … Luke 16:15

False teaching … 2 Pet. 2:1–19

Pallu—distinguished

Son of Reuben; head of tribal family … Gen. 46:9; Ex. 6:14; Num. 26:5, 8

Palm of the hand

Used literally of:

Priest’s hand … Lev. 14:15, 26

Idol’s hand … 1 Sam. 5:4

Daniel’s hand … Dan. 10:10

Soldier’s hand … Matt. 26:67

Palm tree

A. Uses of:

Fruit of, for food … Joel 1:12

Figures of, carved on temple … 1 Kin. 6:29–35

Branches of, for booths … Lev. 23:40–42

Places of, at Elim and Jericho … Ex. 15:27

Site of, for judgeship … Judg. 4:5

B. Figurative of:

Righteous … Ps. 92:12

Beauty … Song 7:7

Victory … John 12:13

Palms, City of

Moabites conquer … Judg. 3:12, 13

Palti—abbreviation of Paltiel

1. Benjamite spy … Num. 13:9

2. Man to whom Saul gives Michal, David’s wife-to-be, in marriage … 1 Sam. 25:44

Paltiel—God has delivered

1. Prince of Issachar … Num. 34:26

2. Same as Palti 2 … 2 Sam. 3:15

Paltite, the

Native of Beth Pelet … Josh. 15:27

Home of one of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:26

Same referred to as the Pelonite … 1 Chr. 11:27

Pamphylia—coastal region in South Asia Minor

People from, at Pentecost … Acts 2:10

Paul visits … Acts 13:13

John Mark returns home from … Acts 13:13; Acts 15:38

Paul preaches in cities of … Acts 14:24, 25

Paul sails past … Acts 27:5

Pan—thin plate

Offering in … Lev. 2:5

Cooking … Lev. 6:21

Pouring … 2 Sam. 13:9

Panic—fright

A. Among Israelites:

At the Red Sea … Ex. 14:10–12

Before the Philistines … 1 Sam. 4:10

Of Judah before Israel … 2 Kin. 14:12

B. Among nations:

Egyptians … Ex. 14:27

Philistines … 1 Sam. 14:22

Syrians … 2 Kin. 7:6, 7

Ammonites and Moabites … 2 Chr. 20:22–25

Paper—sheet

Writing material … 2 John 12

See Papyrus

Paphos—capital of Cyprus

Paul blinds Elymas … Acts 13:6–13

Papyrus—a tall marsh plant growing in the Nile River region

Referred to as bulrush in … Ex. 2:3

Cannot grow without marsh … Job 8:11

See Paper

Parables—an earthly story with a heavenly meaning

A. Purpose of:

Bring under conviction … 2 Sam. 12:1–6

Teach a spiritual truth … Is. 5:1–6

Illustrate a point … Luke 10:25–37

Conceal truth from the unbelieving … Matt. 13:10–16

B. In the Old Testament:

Of Jotham (fable) … Judg. 9:7–15

Of Nathan … 2 Sam. 12:1–4

Of Jehoash(fable) … 2 Kin. 14:9

Of Isaiah … Is. 5:1–7

Of Ezekiel … Ezek. 17:2–10

C. Of Christ, characteristics of:

Numerous … Mark 4:33, 34

Illustrative … Luke 12:16–21

Meaning of:

Self-evident … Mark 12:1–12

Unknown … Matt. 13:36

Explained … Luke 8:9–15

Prophetic … Luke 21:29–36

D. Of Christ, classification of:

Concerning God’s love in Christ:

Lost sheep … Luke 15:4–7

Lost money … Luke 15:8–10

Prodigal son … Luke 15:11–32

Hidden treasure … Matt. 13:44

Pearl of great price … Matt. 13:45, 46

Concerning Israel:

Barren fig tree … Luke 13:6–9

Two sons … Matt. 21:28–32

Wicked vine-dressers … Matt. 21:33–46

Concerning Christianity (the gospel) in this age:

Unshrunk cloth … Matt. 9:16

New wine … Matt. 9:17

Sower … Matt. 13:3–8

Tares … Matt. 13:24–30

Mustard seed … Matt. 13:31, 32

Leaven … Matt. 13:33

Dragnet … Matt. 13:47–50

Great supper … Luke 14:16–24

Seed growing secretly … Mark 4:26–29

Concerning salvation:

House built on the rock … Matt. 7:24–27

Pharisee and tax collector … Luke 18:9–14

Two debtors … Luke 7:36–50

Marriage of the king’s son … Matt. 22:1–14

Concerning Christian life:

Lamp under a basket … Matt. 5:15, 16

Unmerciful servant … Matt. 18:23–35

Friend at midnight … Luke 11:5–13

Importunate widow … Luke 18:1–8

Tower … Luke 14:28–35

Good Samaritan … Luke 10:25–37

Unjust steward … Luke 16:1–13

Laborers in the vineyard … Matt. 20:1–16

Concerning rewards and punishments:

Ten virgins … Matt. 25:1–13

Talents … Matt. 25:14–30

Minas … Luke 19:12–27

Sheep and goats … Matt. 25:31–46

Master and servant … Luke 17:7–10

Servants watching … Mark 13:33–37; Luke 12:36–40

Rich fool … Luke 12:16–21

Rich man and Lazarus … Luke 16:19–31

Paraclete—called to one’s side

Greek word translated … John 14:16–18

“Helper” and “Advocate” … John 15:26; 1 John 2:1

Paradise—an enclosed park similar to the Garden of Eden

Applied in the New Testament to heaven … Luke 23:43; 2 Cor. 12:4; Rev. 2:7

Paradox—a statement appearing to be untrue or contradictory

Getting rich by poverty … Prov. 13:7

Dead burying the dead … Matt. 8:22

Finding life by losing it … Matt. 10:39

Not peace, but a sword … Matt. 10:34–38

Wise as serpents; harmless as doves … Matt. 10:16

Hating and loving … Luke 14:26

Becoming great by serving … Mark 10:43

Dying in order to live … John 12:24, 25

Becoming a fool to be wise … 1 Cor. 3:18

Parah—young cow

City in Benjamin … Josh. 18:23

Paralytic—one affected with incapacitation

Brought to Jesus … Matt. 9:2; Mark 2:3

Healed by Jesus … Matt. 4:24; Luke 5:24

Healed by Jesus, through Peter … Acts 9:33

Healed by Christians … Acts 8:7

Paramours—illegal lovers

Applied to the male lover … Ezek. 23:20

Paran—a wilderness region in the Sinaitic peninsula

Mountainous country … Hab. 3:3

Residence of exiled Ishmael … Gen. 21:21

Israelites camp in … Num. 10:12

Headquarters of spies … Num. 13:3, 26

Site of David’s refuge … 1 Sam. 25:1

Parapet—a low wall to protect the edge of a roof

For safety … Deut. 22:8

Parbar—suburb

Precinct or colonnade west of the temple … 1 Chr. 26:18

Same word translated “court” … 2 Kin. 23:11

Parched—roasted, dry

Grain … Josh. 5:11; 2 Sam. 17:28

Parchments—writing material made from animal skin

Paul sends request for … 2 Tim. 4:13

Pardon—to forgive

A. Objects of our:

Transgressions … Ex. 23:21

Iniquities … Ex. 34:9

Backslidings … Jer. 5:6, 7

B. God’s, described as:

Not granted … 2 Kin. 24:4

Requested … Num. 14:19, 20

Abundant … Is. 55:7

Gracious, ready to … Neh. 9:17

Covering all sins … Jer. 33:8

Belonging to the faithful remnant … Is. 40:2

C. Basis of:

Lord’s name … Ps. 25:11

Repentance … Is. 55:7

Seeking the faith … Jer. 5:1

See Forgiveness

Parents—fathers and mothers

A. Kinds of:

Faithful (Abraham) … Gen. 18:18, 19

Neglectful (Moses) … Ex. 4:24–26

Presumptuous (Jephthah) … Judg. 11:30–39

Holy (Hannah) … 1 Sam. 1:11

Indulgent (Eli) … 1 Sam. 2:22–29

Distressed(David) … 2 Sam. 18:32, 33

Honored (Jonadab) … Jer. 35:5–10

Forgiving (prodigal son’s father) … Luke 15:17–24

Spiritual(Eunice) … 2 Tim. 1:5

B. Duties toward:

Obedience … Eph. 6:1

Honor … Ex. 20:12

Reverence … Lev. 19:3

C. Duties of, toward children:

Protection … Heb. 11:23

Training … Deut. 6:6, 7

Education … Gen. 18:19; Deut. 4:9

Correction … Deut. 21:18–21

Provision … 2 Cor. 12:14

D. Sins of:

Favoritism … Gen. 25:28

Not restraining children … 1 Sam. 2:27–36

Bad example … 1 Kin. 15:26

Provoking … Eph. 6:4

E. Sins against, by children:

Disobedience … Rom. 1:30

Cursing … Ex. 21:17

Mocking … Prov. 30:17

Disrespect … Gen. 9:21–27

Parmashta—the very first

Haman’s son … Esth. 9:9

Parmenas

One of the seven deacons … Acts 6:5

Parnach

Zebulunite … Num. 34:25

Parosh—flea

1. Head of a postexilic family … Ezra 2:3; Ezra 8:3

Members of, divorced foreign wives … Ezra 10:25

One of, Pedaiah, helps rebuild … Neh. 3:25

2. Chief who seals the covenant … Neh. 10:1, 14

Parricide—murder of one’s father and/or mother

Sennacherib’s sons guilty of … 2 Kin. 19:36, 37

Parshandatha—inquisitive

Haman’s son … Esth. 9:7

Part—a portion of the whole

Mary chooses the good … Luke 10:42

Israel’s blindness … Rom. 11:25

Our knowledge … 1 Cor. 13:9–12

Partake—to share in

A. Of physical things:

Sacrifices … 1 Cor. 10:18

Suffering … 2 Cor. 1:7

Benefit … 1 Tim. 6:2

Human nature … Heb. 2:14

Discipline … Heb. 12:8

Bread … 1 Cor. 10:17

B. Of evil things:

Evil … Eph. 5:3–7

Demonism … 1 Cor. 10:21

C. Of spiritual things:

Divine nature … 2 Pet. 1:4

Christ … Heb. 3:14

Holy Spirit … Heb. 6:4

Heavenly calling … Heb. 3:1

Grace … Phil. 1:7

Gospel … 1 Cor. 9:23

Spiritual blessings … Rom. 11:17

Future glory … 1 Pet. 5:1

Promise of salvation … Eph. 3:6

Holiness … Heb. 12:10

Inheritance … Col. 1:12

Communion … 1 Cor. 10:16, 17

Spiritual things … Rom. 15:27

Parthians—inhabitants of Parthia

Some present at Pentecost … Acts 2:1, 9

Partiality—favoritism

A. Manifested:

In marriages … Gen. 29:30

Among brothers … Gen. 43:30, 34

Between parents and children … Gen. 25:28

In social life … James 2:1–4

B. Inconsistent with:

Household harmony … Gen. 37:4–35

Justice in law … Lev. 19:15

Favoritism in:

Ministry … 1 Tim. 5:21

Restriction of salvation … Acts 10:28–35

C. Consistent with:

Choice of workers … Acts 15:36–40

Estimate of friends … Phil. 2:19–22

God’s predestination … Rom. 9:6–24

See Favoritism

Partition—a dividing wall

In the sanctuary … 1 Kin. 6:21

Between people … Eph. 2:11–14

Partner—an associate in

Crime … Prov. 29:24

Business … Luke 5:7, 10

Christian work … 2 Cor. 8:23; Philem. 17

Partridge—a wild bird meaning “the caller” (in Hebrew)

Hunted in mountains … 1 Sam. 26:20

Figurative of ill-gotten riches … Jer. 17:11

Paruah—sprouting

Father of Jehoshaphat, an officer of Solomon … 1 Kin. 4:17

Parvaim

Unidentified place providing gold for Solomon’s temple … 2 Chr. 3:6

Parzites

Descendants of Perez … Num. 26:20

Pasach—divider

Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:33

Pasdammim—boundary of bloodshed

Philistines gathered here … 1 Chr. 11:13

Paseah—lame

1. Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:12

2. Head of a family of Nethinim … Ezra 2:43, 49

One of, repairs walls … Neh. 3:6

3. A family of temple servants … Neh. 7:46, 51

Pashur, Pashhur—free

1. Official opposing Jeremiah … Jer. 21:1; Jer. 38:1–13

Descendants of, returnees … Neh. 11:12

2. Priest who put Jeremiah in jail … Jer. 20:1–6

3. Father of Gedaliah, Jeremiah’s opponent … Jer. 38:1

4. Priestly family of returnees … Ezra 2:38

Members of, divorced foreign wives … Ezra 10:22

Spelled Pashur … 1 Chr. 9:12

5. Priest who signs the covenant … Neh. 10:3

Passing away—ceasing to exist

A. Things subject to:

Our days … Ps. 90:9

Old things … 2 Cor. 5:17

World’s fashion … 1 Cor. 7:31

World’s lust … 1 John 2:17

Heaven and earth … 2 Pet. 3:10

B. Things not subject to:

Christ’s words … Luke 21:33

Christ’s dominion … Dan. 7:14

Passion—suffering

A. Descriptive of:

Christ’s sufferings … Acts 1:3

Lusts … Rom. 1:26

B. As applied (theologically) to Christ’s sufferings:

Predicted … Is. 53:1–12

Portrayed visibly … Mark 14:3–8

Preached … Acts 3:12–18; 1 Pet. 1:10–12

Passover—a Jewish festival commemorative of the exodus from Egypt

A. Features concerning:

Commemorative of the tenth plague … Ex. 12:3–28

Necessity of blood applied … Ex. 12:7

To be repeated annually … Ex. 12:24–27

B. Observances of:

At Sinai … Num. 9:1–14

At the conquest … Josh. 5:10–12

By Christ … Matt. 26:18, 19

C. Typical of the Lord’s death (the Lord’s Supper):

Lamb without blemish … 1 Pet. 1:19

One of their own … Ex. 12:5; Heb. 2:14, 17

Lamb chosen … Ex. 12:3; 1 Pet. 2:4

Slain at God’s appointed time … Ex. 12:6; Acts 2:23

Christ is … 1 Cor. 5:7

See Lamb of God, the

Password—a secret word used to identify friends

Used by Gileadites … Judg. 12:5, 6

Pastor—shepherd

To perfect the saints … Eph. 4:11, 12

Appointed by God … Jer. 3:15

Unfaithful ones are punished … Jer. 22:22

See Shepherd

Pasture—a place for grazing animals

A. Used literally of places for:

Cattle to feed … Gen. 47:4

Wild animals to feed … Is. 32:14

God’s material blessings … Ps. 65:11–13

B. Used figuratively of:

Restoration and peace … Ezek. 34:13–15

True Israel … Ps. 95:7

Kingdom of God … Is. 49:9, 10

Safety and provision … Ps. 23:2

Kingdom of Israel … Jer. 25:36

Gospel … Is. 30:23

C. Of the true Israel (the Church), described as:

God’s people … Ps. 100:3

Provided for … John 10:9

Purchased … Ps. 74:1, 2

Thankful … Ps. 79:13

See Shepherd

Patara—a port of Lycia in Asia Minor

Paul changes ships here … Acts 21:1, 2

Path—a walk; manner of life

A. Of the wicked:

Brought to nothing … Job 6:18

Becomes dark … Job 24:13

Is crooked … Is. 59:8

Leads to death … Prov. 2:18

Filled with wickedness … Prov. 1:15, 16

Is destructive … Is. 59:7

Followed by wicked rulers … Is. 3:12

Made difficult by God … Hos. 2:6

B. Of believers:

Beset with difficulties … Job 19:8

Under God’s control … Job 13:27

Hindered by the wicked … Job 30:13

Enriched by the Lord … Ps. 23:3

Upheld by God … Ps. 17:5

Provided with light … Ps. 119:105

Known by God … Ps. 139:3

Like a shining light … Prov. 4:18

Directed by God … Is. 26:7

To be pondered … Prov. 4:26

No death at the end … Prov. 12:28

Sometimes unknown … Is. 42:16

Sometimes seems crooked … Lam. 3:9

To be made straight … Heb. 12:13

C. Of righteousness:

Taught by father … Prov. 4:1, 11

Kept … Prov. 2:20

Shown to Messiah … Ps. 16:11; Acts 2:28

Taught to believers … Ps. 25:4, 5

Sought by believers … Ps. 119:35; Is. 2:3

Rejected by unbelieving … Jer. 6:16; Jer. 18:15

D. Of the Lord:

True … Ps. 25:10

Smooth … Ps. 27:11

Rich … Ps. 65:11

Guarded … Prov. 2:8

Upright … Prov. 2:13

Living … Prov. 2:19

Peaceful … Prov. 3:17

Pathros—the Southland

Name applied to south(Upper)Egypt … Ezek. 29:10–14

Described as a lowly kingdom … Ezek. 29:14–16

Refuge for dispersed Jews … Jer. 44:1–15

Jews to be regathered from … Is. 11:11

Pathrusim—the inhabitants of Pathros

Hamitic people descending from Mizraim and living in Pathros … Gen. 10:14

Patience—the ability to bear trials without grumbling; perseverance

A. Of the Trinity:

God, the author of … Rom. 15:5

Christ, the example of … 2 Thess. 3:5

Spirit, the source of … Gal. 5:22

B. Described as:

Rewarded … Rom. 2:7

Endured with joy … Col. 1:11

To be pursued … 1 Tim. 6:11

C. Is a product of:

Good heart … Luke 8:15

Tribulation … Rom. 5:3, 4

Testing of faith … James 1:3

Hope … Rom. 8:25

Scriptures … Rom. 15:4

D. Necessary grace, in:

Times of crises … Luke 21:15–19

Dealing with a church … 2 Cor. 12:12

Opposing evil … Rev. 2:2

Inheriting God’s promises … Heb. 6:12

Soundness of faith … Titus 2:2

Waiting for Christ’s return … James 5:7, 8

Patmos—an Aegean island off the southwestern coast of Asia Minor

John, banished here, receives the Revelation … Rev. 1:9

Patriarchal age—the time of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (between 1900 and 1600 B.C.)

A. Rulers of:

Kings and princes … Gen. 12:15–20

Family heads (fathers) … Gen. 18:18, 19

B. Business of:

Livestock … Gen. 12:16

Caravans … Gen. 37:28–36

Trading … Gen. 23:1–20

Contracts … Gen. 21:27–30

Business agreements … Gen. 30:28–34

C. Customs of:

Prevalence of polygamy … Gen. 16:4

Existence of slavery … Gen. 12:16

Son’s wife, selected by his father … Gen. 24:1–4

Children given significant names … Gen. 29:31–35

D. Religion of:

Existence of idolatry … Gen. 35:1, 2

Worship of God Almighty … Gen. 14:19–22

God’s covenant recognized … Gen. 12:1–3

Circumcision observed … Gen. 17:10–14

Headship of father … Gen. 35:2

Obedience primary … Gen. 18:18, 19

Prayers and sacrifices offered … Gen. 12:8

Blessings and curses pronounced by father … Gen. 27:27–40

True faith believed … Matt. 15:28; Heb. 11:8–22

Patriarchs—ancient family, or tribal heads

Applied, in New Testament, to Abraham, to Jacob’s sons, and to David … Acts 7:8, 9; Acts 2:29; Heb. 7:4

Patriotism—love of one’s country

Manifested in:

Willingness to fight for one’s country … 1 Sam. 17:26–51

Concern for national survival … Esth. 4:13–17

Desire for national revival … Neh. 1:2–11

Loyalty to national leader … 2 Sam. 2:10

Respect for national leaders … 2 Sam. 1:18–27

Patrobas

Christian at Rome … Rom. 16:14

Pattern—a copy; an example

A. Of physical things:

Tabernacle … Heb. 8:5

Temple … 1 Chr. 28:11–19

B. Of spiritual things:

Good works … Titus 2:7

Heavenly originals … Heb. 9:23

See Example; Example of Christ, the

Pau, Pai—groaning, bleating

Edomite town, residence of King Hadar (Hadad) … Gen. 36:39; 1 Chr. 1:50

Paul—little

A. Life of:

From birth to conversion:

Called Saul … Acts 9:11; Acts 13:9

Born at Tarsus in Cilicia … Acts 22:3

Born a Roman citizen … Acts 22:25–28

Benjamite Jew … Phil. 3:5

Citizen of Tarsus … Acts 21:39

By trade a tentmaker … Acts 18:1, 3

Zealot for Judaism … Gal. 1:14; Phil. 3:5

Very strict Pharisee … Acts 23:6; Phil. 3:5, 6

Educated under Gamaliel … Acts 22:3

His sister in Jerusalem … Acts 23:16

Apparently unmarried or a widower … 1 Cor. 9:5

Member of Jewish council … Acts 26:10

Zealous for the Mosaic Law … Acts 26:4, 5

Consented to Stephen’s death … Acts 7:58; Acts 8:1; Acts 22:20

Intensified persecution of Christians … Acts 9:1, 2; Acts 22:3–5; Acts 26:10, 11; Gal. 1:13

Conscientious persecutor … Acts 26:9; 1 Tim. 1:13 … 

His conversion:

On road to Damascus … Acts 9:1–19

At noon … Acts 26:13

Blinded by supernatural vision … Acts 9:3, 8; 2 Cor. 12:1–7

Responded willingly to Jesus’ entreaty … Acts 9:4–9

Given a divine commission … Acts 9:6, 10–18; Eph. 3:1–8

Instructed and baptized by Ananias … Acts 9:6, 10–18

Repeated his conversion story … Acts 22:1–16; Acts 26:1–20

Referred to it often … 1 Cor. 9:1, 16; 1 Cor. 15:8–10; Gal. 1:12–16

Considered himself less than the least … Eph. 3:1–8

Paul—continued

Cites details of his change … Phil. 3:4–10

Regretted former life … 1 Tim. 1:12–16

Not ashamed of Christ … Rom. 1:16; 2 Tim. 1:8–12

Preached Jesus as God’s Son and as the Christ (that is, the Messiah) … Acts 9:19–22

Persecuted by Jews; went to Arabia … Acts 9:23–25; 2 Cor. 11:32, 33; Gal. 1:17

Returned to Damascus … Gal. 1:17

Visited Jerusalem briefly … Acts 9:26–29; Gal. 1:18, 19

Received vision of his ministry to Gentiles … Acts 22:17–21

Sent by disciples to Tarsus … Acts 9:29, 30; Gal. 1:21

Brought to Antioch (in Syria) by Barnabas … Acts 11:22–26

Sent to Jerusalem with relief … Acts 11:27–30

Returned to Antioch … Acts 12:25

First missionary journey:

Divinely chosen and commissioned … Acts 13:1–4; Acts 26:19, 20

Accompanied by Barnabas and John Mark … Acts 13:1, 5

Preached in Cyprus … Acts 13:4–12

Sailed to Perga; Mark left him … Acts 13:13

Preached in Antioch (in Pisidia);rejected by Jews … Acts 13:14–51; 2 Tim. 3:11

Rejected in Iconium … Acts 13:51, 52; Acts 14:1–5

Stoned at Lystra … Acts 14:6–20; 2 Tim. 3:11

Went to Derbe … Acts 14:20, 21

Returned to Antioch (in Syria) … Acts 14:21–26

Told Christians about his work … Acts 14:27, 28

Participated in Jerusalem Council … Acts 15:2–22; Gal. 2:1–10

Rebuked Peter in Antioch for inconsistency … Gal. 2:11–21

Second missionary journey:

Rejected John Mark as companion; took Silas … Acts 15:36–40

Strengthened churches in Syria and Cilicia … Acts 15:41

Revisited Derbe and Lystra … Acts 16:1

Took Timothy as worker … Acts 16:1–5

Directed by the Spirit where to preach … Acts 16:6, 7

Responded to Macedonian vision … Acts 16:8, 9

Joined by Luke (“we”) … Acts 16:10

Entered Macedonia … Acts 16:10, 11

Converted Lydia at Philippi … Acts 16:12–15

Cast into prison; jailer converted … Acts 16:16–34

Used Roman citizenship … Acts 16:35–39

Preached at Thessalonica … Acts 17:1–9; 1 Thess. 1:7; 1 Thess. 2:2–18

Received by the Bereans … Acts 17:10–13

Left Silas and Timothy; went to Athens … Acts 17:14–17

Preached on Mars’ Hill (the Areopagus) … Acts 17:18–34

Arrived in Corinth; stayed with Aquila and Priscilla … Acts 18:1–5

Reunited with Silas and Timothy … Acts 18:5; 1 Thess. 3:6

Wrote letters to Thessalonians … 1 Thess. 3:1–6; 2 Thess. 2:2

Established a church at Corinth … Acts 18:5–18

Stopped briefly at Ephesus … Acts 18:19–21

Saluted Jerusalem church; returned to Antioch (in Syria) … Acts 18:22

Third missionary journey:

Strengthened churches of Galatia and Phrygia … Acts 18:23

Gave direction for relief collection … 1 Cor. 16:1

Ministered three years in Ephesus … Acts 19:1–12; Acts 20:31

Saved from angry mob … Acts 19:13–41

Probably wrote Galatianshere … Gal. 1:1

Wrote 1 Corinthians here … 1 Cor. 5:9

Went to Troas; failed to meet Titus … 2 Cor. 2:12, 13

Reunited with Titus in Macedonia … Acts 20:1; 2 Cor. 7:5–16

Wrote 2 Corinthians; sent Titus to Corinth with this letter … 2 Cor. 8:6–18

Traveled extensively … Acts 20:2; Rom. 15:19

Visited Greece and Macedonia … Acts 20:2, 3

Wrote Romans in Corinth … Rom. 1:1

Returned through Macedonia … Acts 20:3

Preached long sermon in Troas … Acts 20:5–12

Gave farewell talk to Ephesian elders at Miletus … Acts 20:14–38

Arrived in Caesarea … Acts 21:1–8

Warned by Agabus … Acts 21:9–14

In Jerusalem and Caesarea:

Arrived in Jerusalem; welcomed by church … Acts 21:15–19

Falsely charged; riot follows … Acts 21:20–40

Defended his action; removed by Roman police … Acts 22:1–30

Defended his action before Jewish council … Acts 23:1–10

Saved from Jewish plot; taken to Caesarea … Acts 23:11–35

Defended himself before Felix … Acts 24:1–23

Preached to Felix and Drusilla … Acts 24:24–26

Imprisoned for two years … Acts 24:27

Accused before Festus by Jews … Acts 25:1–9

Appealed to Caesar … Acts 25:10–12

Defended himself before Agrippa … Acts 25:13–27; Acts 26:1–32

Voyage to Rome:

Sailed from Caesarea to Crete … Acts 27:1–13

Ship tossed by storm … Acts 27:14–20

Assured by the Lord … Acts 27:21–25

Shipwrecked; all saved … Acts 27:26–44

On island of Malta … Acts 28:1–10

Continued journey to Rome … Acts 28:11–16

Rejected by Jews in Rome … Acts 28:17–29

Dwelt in Rome two years … Acts 28:30, 31

Wrote Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians, and Philemon here … Eph. 3:1; Eph. 6:20; Phil. 1:7, 13; Col. 4:7–18; Philem. 10, 22

Final ministry and death:

Released from first Roman imprisonment … Phil. 1:25; Phil. 2:17, 24; 2 Tim. 4:16, 17

Wrote 1 Timothy and Titus … Titus 1:1–5; 1 Tim. 1:1–3

Visited Macedonia and other places … 2 Tim. 4:20

Wrote 2 Timothy from Roman prison … 2 Tim. 1:8; 2 Tim. 4:6–8

Sent final news and greetings … 2 Tim. 4:9–22

B. Missionary methods of:

Pay his own way … Acts 18:3; Acts 20:33–35; 2 Cor. 11:7, 9

Preach to the Jews first … Acts 13:46; Acts 17:1–5

Establish churches in large cities … Acts 19:1–10; Rom. 1:7–15

Travel with companions … Acts 15:40; Acts 20:4; Col. 4:14

Report work to sending church … Acts 14:26–28; Acts 21:17–20

Use his Roman citizenship when necessary … Acts 16:36–39; Acts 22:24–29; Acts 25:10–12

Seek to evangelize the world … Col. 1:23–29; 2 Tim. 4:17

C. Writings of:

Inspired by God … 2 Cor. 13:3; 1 Thess. 2:13; 2 Tim. 3:15, 16

Written by himself … Gal. 6:11; 2 Thess. 3:17

Sometimes dictated to a scribe … Rom. 16:22

Considered weighty by some … 2 Cor. 10:10

His name possibly forged … 2 Thess. 2:2

Reveal personal information … 2 Cor. 11:1–33; 2 Cor. 12:1–11

Convey personal messages … Phil. 2:19–30

Contain salutation and closing doxology … 2 Cor. 1:2, 3; 2 Cor. 13:14

Disclose personal plans … Phil. 2:19–24; Philem. 22

Some complimentary … Phil. 4:10–19

Some filled with rebuke … Gal. 1:6–8; Gal. 5:1–10

D. Characteristics of:

Consecrated … 1 Cor. 4:1–15; Phil. 3:7–14

Cheerful … Acts 16:25; 2 Cor. 4:8–10

Courageous … Acts 9:29; Acts 20:22–24

Considerate of others … Phil. 2:25–30; Philem. 7–24

Conscientious … 2 Cor. 1:12–17; 2 Cor. 6:3, 4

Christ-centered … 2 Cor. 4:10, 11; Phil. 1:20–23

Conciliatory … 2 Cor. 2:1–11; Gal. 2:1–15

Composed … 2 Cor. 12:8–10; 2 Tim. 4:7, 8

Pauline theology

Given by revelation … Gal. 1:11, 12

Salvation by grace … Eph. 2:1–10

To Gentiles … Eph. 3:1–12

Paulus, Sergius

Roman proconsul of Cyprus … Acts 13:4, 7

Pavement—a terrace made of bricks or stones

God’s, made of sapphire … Ex. 24:10

Shushan’s, made of precious stones … Esth. 1:5, 6

Of stone … 2 Kin. 16:17

Ezekiel’s temple, surrounded by … Ezek. 40:17, 18

Judgment place of Pilate … John 19:13

See Gabbatha

Pavilion—a covered place, tent, booth

Place of refuge … Ps. 27:5

Secret place for God’s rewards … Ps. 31:19, 20

Mentioned in a prophecy against Egypt … Jer. 43:7–10

Paws—the feet of animals having claws

Descriptive of certain animals … Lev. 11:27

Of bears and lions … 1 Sam. 17:37

Pay—to give something for something

Lord’s blessing … Prov. 19:17

Punishment … Matt. 5:26

Servitude and forgiveness … Matt. 18:23–35

Sign of righteousness … Ps. 37:21

See Vow

Pe

Seventeenth letter in the Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:129–136

Peace

A. Kinds of:

International … 1 Sam. 7:14

National … 1 Kin. 4:24

Civil … Rom. 14:19

Domestic … 1 Cor. 7:15

Individual … Luke 8:48

False … 1 Thess. 5:3

Hypocritical … James 2:16

Spiritual … Rom. 5:1

B. Source of:

God … Phil. 4:7

Christ … John 14:27

Holy Spirit … Gal. 5:22

C. Of Christ:

Predicted … Is. 9:6, 7

Promised … Hag. 2:9

Announced … Is. 52:7

D. Lord’s relation to, He:

Reveals … Jer. 33:6

Gives … Ps. 29:11

Establishes … Is. 26:12

E. Among the wicked:

Not known by … Is. 59:8

None for … Is. 48:22

F. Among believers, truths concerning:

Comes through Christ’s atonement … Is. 53:5

Results from reconciliation … Col. 1:20

Product of justification … Rom. 5:1

Obtained by faith … Is. 26:3

To be multiplied (through knowledge of God and Christ) … 2 Pet. 1:2

G. Among believers, exhortations regarding:

Should live in … 2 Cor. 13:11

Should pursue … 2 Tim. 2:22

Peacemakers—those who work for peace

Christ the great … 2 Cor. 5:18–21

Christians become … Matt. 5:9; Rom. 14:19

Rules regarding … 1 Pet. 3:8–13

Pearl—a precious gem found in oyster shells

A. Used literally of:

Valuable gems … Rev. 18:12, 16

Woman’s attire … 1 Tim. 2:9

B. Used figuratively of:

Spiritual truths … Matt. 7:6

Kingdom … Matt. 13:45, 46

Worldly adornment … Rev. 17:4

Wonders of heaven’s glories … Rev. 21:21

Pedahel—God saves

A leader of Naphtali … Num. 34:28

Pedahzur—the Rock (God) has redeemed

Father of Gamaliel … Num. 1:10

Pedaiah—Yahweh redeems

1. Father of Joel, ruler in David’s reign … 1 Chr. 27:20

2. Grandfather of Jehoiakim … 2 Kin. 23:36

3. Son of Jeconiah … 1 Chr. 3:18, 19

4. Postexilic workman … Neh. 3:25

5. Ezra’s Levite attendant … Neh. 8:4

6. Man appointed as treasurer … Neh. 13:13

7. Postexilic Benjamite … Neh. 11:7

Peg

Used to hold idols in place … Is. 41:7

Figurative uses of:

Revived nation … Ezra 9:8

Messiah’s kingdom … Is. 22:23, 24

Messiah’s death … Is. 22:25

Pekah—opening (of the eye)

Son of Remaliah; usurps Israel’s throne … 2 Kin. 15:25–28

Forms alliance with Rezin of Syria against Ahaz … Is. 7:1–9

Alliance defeated; captives returned … 2 Kin. 16:5–9

Territory of, overrun by Tiglath-Pileser … 2 Kin. 15:29

Assassinated by Hoshea … 2 Kin. 15:30

Pekahiah—Yahweh has opened (the eyes)

Son of Menahem; king of Israel … 2 Kin. 15:22–26

Assassinated by Pekah … 2 Kin. 15:23–25

Pekod—visitation

Aramean tribe during Nebuchadnezzar’s reign … Jer. 50:21

Pelaiah—Yahweh is wonderful

1. Judahite … 1 Chr. 3:24

2. Ezra’s Levite attendant; reads covenant … Neh. 8:7

Pelaliah—Yahweh has judged

Postexilic priest … Neh. 11:12

Pelatiah—Yahweh has freed

1. Simeonite captain in war with Amalekites … 1 Chr. 4:42, 43

2. Prince dying while Ezekiel prophesies … Ezek. 11:1–13

3. Descendant of Solomon … 1 Chr. 3:21

4. One who signs the covenant … Neh. 10:1, 22

Peleg—division

Brother of Joktan … Gen. 10:25

Son of Eber … Luke 3:35

Pelet—(God) has freed

1. Judahite … 1 Chr. 2:47

2. Benjamite warrior under David … 1 Chr. 12:3

Peleth—swiftness

1. Reubenite, father of On … Num. 16:1

2. Judahite … 1 Chr. 2:33

Pelethites—perhaps a contraction of Philistines

David’s faithful soldiers during Absalom’s and Sheba’s rebellions … 2 Sam. 15:18–22

See Cherethites

Pelican—the vomiter

Dwells in wilderness … Ps. 102:6

Lives in ruins … Is. 34:11; Zeph. 2:14

Pelonite

Descriptive of two of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:27, 36

Pen

Figurative of tongue … Ps. 45:1

False … Jer. 8:8

Not preferred … 3 John 13

Penalties—punishment inflicted for wrongdoing

A. For sexual sins:

Adultery—death … Lev. 20:10

Incest—death … Lev. 20:11–14

Sodomy—destruction … Gen. 19:13, 17, 24

B. For bodily sins:

Drunkenness—exclusion … 1 Cor. 5:11; 1 Cor. 6:9, 10

Murder—death … Ex. 21:12–15

Penalties—continued

Persecution—God’s judgment … Matt. 23:34–36

C. For following heathen ways:

Human sacrifice—death … Lev. 20:2–5

Witchcraft—death … Ex. 22:18

Idolatry—death … Ex. 22:20

D. For internal sins:

Ingratitude—punished … Prov. 17:13

Pride—abomination … Prov. 16:5

Unbelief—exclusion … Num. 20:12

Lying—curse … Jer. 23:10; Zech. 5:3

Blasphemy—death … Lev. 24:14–16, 23

Peninnah—coral, pearl

Elkanah’s second wife … 1 Sam. 1:2, 4

Penitence—state of being sorry for one’s sins

A. Results of:

Forgiveness … Ps. 32:5, 6

Restoration … Job 22:23–29

Renewed fellowship … Ps. 51:12, 13

B. Examples of:

Job … Job 42:1–6

David … Ps. 51:1–19

Josiah … 2 Kin. 22:1, 19

Zacchaeus … Luke 19:2–9

Tax collector … Luke 18:13

Thief on the cross … Luke 23:39–42

C. Elements:

Acknowledgment of sin … Job 33:27, 28; Luke 15:18, 21

Plea for mercy … Luke 18:13

Broken heart … Ps. 34:18; Ps. 51:17

Confession … 1 John 1:9

See Repentance

Pentecost—fiftieth (day)

A. In the Old Testament:

Called “the Feast of Weeks” … Ex. 34:22, 23

Marks completion of barley harvest … Lev. 23:15, 16

Called “Feast of Harvest” … Ex. 23:16

Work during, prohibited … Lev. 23:21

Two loaves presented … Lev. 23:17, 20

Other sacrifices prescribed … Lev. 23:18

Offerings given by Levites … Deut. 16:10–14

Time of consecration … Deut. 16:12, 13

Observed during Solomon’s time … 2 Chr. 8:12, 13

See Feasts, Hebrew

B. In the New Testament:

Day of the Spirit’s coming; the formation of the Christian church … Acts 2:1–47

Paul desires to attend … Acts 20:16

Paul plans to stay in Ephesus until … 1 Cor. 16:8

Penuel, Peniel—the face of God

1. Place east of Jordan; site of Jacob’s wrestling with angel … Gen. 32:24–31

Inhabitants of, slain by Gideon … Judg. 8:8, 9, 17

Later refortified by Jeroboam … 1 Kin. 12:25

2. Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:4

3. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:25

Penury—extreme poverty; destitution

Widow’s gift in, commended … Luke 21:1–4

People, God’s

Found among Israel … Deut. 7:6

Not limited to Israel … Rom. 2:28, 29

Called the remnant … Is. 11:10, 11, 16

Gentiles included in … Is. 19:25; Is. 65:1; Rom. 15:10, 11

Became such by covenant … Jer. 31:31–34

Secured through the Messiah … Ezek. 34:22–31

Accomplished by Christ’s death … Matt. 1:21; Luke 1:68, 77

Separated from others … 2 Cor. 6:16–18; Rev. 18:4

Given a new and better covenant … Heb. 8:7–13

God’s church … 1 Pet. 2:9, 10

All nations included in … Rev. 5:9; Rev. 7:9

God’s eternal people … Rev. 21:3

People of the land—the conservative element of the population consisting mainly of landholders

The influence of … 2 Kin. 11:13–15

Taxed … 2 Kin. 23:35

Peor—opening

1. Mountain of Moab opposite Jericho … Num. 23:28

Israel’s camp seen from … Num. 24:2

2. Moabite god called Baal of Peor … Num. 25:3, 5, 18

Israelites punished for worship of … Num. 31:16

Perceive, perception—knowledge derived through one of the senses

Outward circumstances … 2 Sam. 12:19; Acts 27:10

Outward intentions … John 6:15

Intuition … 1 Sam. 3:8; John 4:19

Unusual manifestations … 1 Sam. 12:17, 18; Acts 10:34

Spiritual insight … Neh. 6:12; Acts 14:9

God’s blessings … Neh. 6:16

Bitter experience … Eccl. 1:17; Eccl. 3:22

Obvious implication … Matt. 21:45; Luke 20:19

God’s revelation … Gal. 2:9; 1 John 3:16

Internal consciousness … Luke 8:46; Acts 8:23

Perdition—the state of the damned; destruction

Judas Iscariot … John 17:12

Lost … Phil. 1:28

Antichrist … 2 Thess. 2:3; Rev. 17:8, 11

Peres—to split into pieces

Sentence of doom … Dan. 5:28

Peresh—dung

Man of Manasseh … 1 Chr. 7:16

Perez—a breach

One of Judah’s twin sons by Tamar … Gen. 38:24–30

Numbered among Judah’s sons … Gen. 46:12

Founder of a tribal family … Num. 26:20, 21

Descendants of, notable in later times … 1 Chr. 27:3

Ancestor of David and Christ … Ruth 4:12–18

Perfection—the extreme degree of excellence; pure; complete; mature

A. Applied to natural things:

Day … Prov. 4:18

Gold … 2 Chr. 4:21

Weights … Deut. 25:15

Beauty … Ezek. 28:12

Offering … Lev. 22:21

B. Applied to spiritual graces:

Patience … James 1:4

Love … Col. 3:14

Holiness … 2 Cor. 7:1

Praise … Matt. 21:16

Faith … 1 Thess. 3:10

Good works … Heb. 13:21

Unity … John 17:23

Strength … 2 Cor. 12:9

Peace … Is. 26:3

C. Means of:

God … 1 Pet. 5:10

Christ … Heb. 10:14

Holy Spirit … Gal. 3:3

God’s Word … 2 Tim. 3:16, 17

Ministry … Eph. 4:11, 12

Sufferings … Heb. 2:10

D. Stages of:

Eternally accomplished … Heb. 10:14

Objective goal … Matt. 5:48

Subjective process … 2 Cor. 7:1

Daily activity … 2 Cor. 13:9

Present possession … 1 Cor. 2:6

Experience not yet reached … Phil. 3:12

Descriptive of the completed church … Heb. 11:40

Heaven’s eternal standard … 1 Cor. 13:10–12

Perfume—a substance producing pleasant scents

A. Made by:

Apothecary … Ex. 30:25, 35

Combining:

Various ingredients … Job 41:31

Olive oil with imported aromatics … 1 Kin. 10:10

B. Uses of:

Incense and ointment for tabernacle … Ex. 30:22–28

Personal adornment … Prov. 27:9

Seduction … Prov. 7:17

C. Figurative of:

Christ’s:

Glories … Ps. 45:8

Righteousness and intercession … Song 3:6

Spiritual prostitution … Is. 57:9

Perfumer—to mix, compound

Great art … Ex. 30:25, 35; Eccl. 10:1

Used in tabernacle … Ex. 30:25, 35

Used in embalming … 2 Chr. 16:14

A maker of ointment … Eccl. 10:1

Among returnees … Neh. 3:8

Perga—the capital of Pamphylia

Visited by Paul … Acts 13:13, 14; Acts 14:25

Pergamos—a leading city in Mysia in Asia Minor

One of the seven churches here … Rev. 1:11

Antipas martyred here … Rev. 2:12, 13

Special message to … Rev. 2:12–17

Perida (see Peruda)

Perils—physical or spiritual dangers

Escape from, by:

Prayer … Gen. 32:6–12

Pacifying gifts … Gen. 32:13–20

Quick action … 1 Sam. 18:10, 11

Flight … Matt. 2:12–15

Angel of the Lord … Acts 12:5–17

Love of Christ … Rom. 8:35

God … 2 Cor. 1:10

Perish—to be destroyed violently

A. Applied to:

Universe … Heb. 1:11

Old world … 2 Pet. 3:6

Animals … Ps. 49:12, 20

Vegetation … Jon. 4:10

Food … John 6:27

Gold … 1 Pet. 1:7

Human body … 2 Cor. 4:16

Soul … Matt. 10:28

B. Safeguards against:

God’s:

Power … John 10:28

Will … Matt. 18:14; 2 Pet. 3:9

Providence … Luke 21:18

Christ’s resurrection … 1 Cor. 15:18, 19

Repentance … Luke 13:3, 5

Belief in Christ … John 3:16

See Lost

Perizzites—dwellers in the open country

One of seven Canaanite nations … Deut. 7:1

Possessed Palestine in Abram’s time … Gen. 13:7

Land of, promised to Abram’s seed … Gen. 15:18, 20

Jacob’s fear of … Gen. 34:30

Israel commanded to utterly destroy … Deut. 20:17

Israel forbidden to intermingle with … Ex. 23:23–25

Defeated by Joshua … Josh. 3:10

Many of, slain by Judah … Judg. 1:4, 5

Israel intermarries with … Judg. 3:5–7

Made slaves by Solomon … 1 Kin. 9:20, 21

See Canaanites

Perjury—swearing falsely

Condemned by the Law … Lev. 19:12

Hated by God … Zech. 8:17

Requires atonement … Lev. 6:2–7

Brings punishment … Zech. 5:3, 4; Mal. 3:5

See False witnesses

Permission—authority to do something

Granted to Paul … Acts 21:40

Perpetual—lasting forever

Statute … Ex. 27:21

Incense … Ex. 30:8

Covenant … Ex. 31:16

Priesthood … Ex. 40:15

Possession … Lev. 25:34

Desolations … Ps. 74:3

Pain … Jer. 15:18

Sleep … Jer. 51:39

Perplexity—a state wherein no way out is seen

Predicted by Christ … Luke 21:25

Persecution—to afflict, oppress, torment

A. Caused by:

Humankind’s sinful nature … Gal. 4:29

Hatred of God … John 15:20–23

Ignorance of God … John 16:1–3

Hatred of Christ … 1 Thess. 2:15; Rev. 12:13

Preaching the cross … Gal. 5:11; Gal. 6:12

Godly living … Matt. 13:21; 2 Tim. 3:12

Mistaken zeal … Acts 13:50; Acts 26:9–11

B. Christian’s attitude under:

Flee from … Matt. 10:23

Rejoice in … Matt. 5:12

Be patient under … 1 Cor. 4:12

Glorify God in … 1 Pet. 4:16

Pray during … Matt. 5:44

Persecution psalm

Of David … Ps. 69

Perseverance—steadfastness; persistence

Elements involved in:

Spiritual growth … Eph. 4:15

Fruitfulness … John 15:4–8

God’s armor … Eph. 6:11–18

Chastening … Heb. 12:5–13

Assurance … 2 Tim. 1:12

Salvation … Matt. 10:22

Reward … Gal. 6:9

Faith … Heb. 11:1–12:2

Persis—Persian

Christian woman in Rome … Rom. 16:12

Persistence in prayer

Need involved … Luke 11:5–13

Christ’s example … Luke 22:24

Great intensity of … Acts 12:5

Results of … Mark 7:24–30

See Prayer

Personal devotions

A. Prayer:

In morning … Ps. 5:3; Ps. 119:147

Three times daily … Ps. 55:17; Dan. 6:10

Continually … 1 Thess. 3:10; 1 Tim. 5:5

B. Study:

Daily … Deut. 17:19

For learning … Acts 17:11; Rom. 15:4

Personal work—seeking to win persons to Christ

Need of … John 4:35–38

Model of … John 4:4–30

Means of … 1 Thess. 1:5, 6

Power of … John 16:7–11

Methods of … 1 Cor. 9:19–22

Persuasion—inclining another’s will toward something

A. Good, to:

Worship … Acts 18:13

Steadfastness … Acts 13:43

Belief … Acts 18:4; Acts 19:8

Turn from idolatry … Acts 19:26

Trust Jesus … Acts 28:23

B. Evil, to:

Unbelief … 2 Chr. 32:10–19

Unholy alliance … 2 Chr. 18:2

Fatal conflict … 1 Kin. 22:20–22

Turmoil … Acts 14:19

Error … Gal. 5:8

C. Objects of:

Hereafter … Luke 16:31

One’s faith in God … Rom. 4:21

Personal assurance … Rom. 8:38

Personal liberty … 2 Tim. 1:12

Another’s faith … 2 Tim. 1:5

Peruda, Perida—separated

One of Solomon’s servants whose descendants return from exile … Ezra 2:55; Neh. 7:57

Perverse, Perverseness—willfully continuing in sinful ways

Heart … Prov. 12:8

Generation … Phil. 2:15

False doctrine … Acts 20:30

Comes from the heart … Prov. 6:14

Issues from the mouth … Prov. 2:12

Causes strife … Prov. 16:28

Abomination to God … Prov. 11:20

Hard way … Prov. 22:5

Pervert—to change something from its right use

A. Evil of, in dealing with:

Human judgment … Deut. 24:17

God’s:

Judgment … Job 8:3

Word … Jer. 23:36

Ways … Acts 13:10

Gospel … Gal. 1:7

B. Caused by:

Drink … Prov. 31:5

Worldly wisdom … Is. 47:10

Spiritual blindness … Luke 23:2, 14

Pestilence

Fifth Egyptian plague … Ex. 9:1–16

Used for man’s corrections … Ezek. 38:22

Precedes the Lord’s coming … Hab. 3:5

Pestilence—continued

Not to be feared … Ps. 91:5, 6

Pestle—instrument used for pulverizing

Figurative of severe discipline … Prov. 27:22

Peter

A. Life of:

Before his call:

Simon Bar-Jonah … Matt. 16:17; John 21:15

Brother of Andrew … Matt. 4:18

Married man … Mark 1:30; 1 Cor. 9:5

Not highly educated … Acts 4:13

Fisherman … Matt. 4:18

From his call to Pentecost:

Brought to Jesus by Andrew … John 1:40–42

Named Cephas by Christ … John 1:42

Called to discipleship by Christ … Matt. 4:18–22

Mother-in-law healed … Matt. 8:14, 15

Called as apostle … Matt. 10:2–4

Walks on water … Matt. 14:28–33

Confesses Christ’s deity … Matt. 16:13–19

Rebuked by Jesus … Matt. 16:21–23

Witnesses Transfiguration … Matt. 17:1–8; 2 Pet. 1:16–18

Asks important questions … Matt. 18:21

Refuses Christ’s menial service … John 13:6–10

Cuts off high priest’s servant’s ear … John 18:10, 11

Denies Christ three times … Matt. 26:69–75

Weeps bitterly … Matt. 26:75

Runs to Christ’s tomb … John 20:1–8

Returns to fishing … John 21:1–14

Witnesses Christ’s ascension … Matt. 28:16–20

Returns to Jerusalem … Acts 1:12–14

Leads disciples … Acts 1:15–26

From Pentecost onward:

Explains Spirit’s coming at Pentecost … Acts 2:1–41

Heals lame man … Acts 3:1–11

Pronounces judgment … Acts 5:1–11

Heals … Acts 5:14–16

Meets Paul … Acts 9:26; Gal. 1:17, 18

Raises Dorcas … Acts 9:36–43

Called to Gentiles … Acts 10:1–23

Preaches the gospel to Gentiles … Acts 10:24–46

Explains his action to apostles … Acts 11:1–18

Imprisoned—delivered … Acts 12:3–19

Attends Jerusalem Council … Acts 15:7–14

Rebuked by Paul for inconsistency … Gal. 2:14

Commends Paul’s writings … 2 Pet. 3:15, 16

B. His life contrasted before and after Pentecost, once:

Coward; now courageous … Matt. 26:58, 69–74; Acts 2:14–36

Impulsive; now humble … John 18:10; Acts 10:25, 26

Ignorant; now enlightened … Matt. 16:21, 22; Acts 4:13

Deeply inquisitive; now submissive … John 21:21, 22; Acts 11:2–17

Boastful of self;now boastful of Christ … Matt. 26:33, 34; Acts 4:8–12

Timid and afraid; now fearless … Matt. 14:28–31; Acts 5:28, 29

C. Significance of:

Often the representative for the others … Matt. 17:24–27

Only disciple personally restored by the Lord … John 21:15–19

Leader in the early church … Acts 3:12–26

Author of two epistles … 1 Pet. 1:1; 2 Pet. 1:1

Peter, the Epistles of—two books of the New Testament

A. 1 Peter:

God’s salvation … 1 Pet. 1:3–12

Obedience and holiness … 1 Pet. 1:13–23

Christ the cornerstone … 1 Pet. 2:4–6

A royal priesthood … 1 Pet. 2:9

Christ’s example … 1 Pet. 2:18–25

Husbands and wives … 1 Pet. 3:1–7

Partakers of His suffering … 1 Pet. 4:12–19

Be humble before God … 1 Pet. 5:6–10

B. 2 Peter:

Things pertaining to life … 2 Pet. 1:1–4

Diligent growth … 2 Pet. 1:5–11

False teachers … 2 Pet. 2:1–22

The hope of the Day … 2 Pet. 3:9, 10

Pethahiah—Yahweh opens (the womb)

1. Priest of David’s time … 1 Chr. 24:16

2. Judahite serving as a Persian official … Neh. 11:24

3. Levite who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:19, 23

Prays with the other Levites … Neh. 9:4, 5

Pethor—a town in north Mesopotamia

Balaam’s home … Num. 22:5, 7

Pethuel—God delivers

Father of Joel the prophet … Joel 1:1

Petitions—entreaties for favors

A. Offered to humans:

Treacherous … Dan. 6:7

B. Offered to God:

Favored … 1 Sam. 1:17

Granted … 1 Sam. 1:27

Peulthai—reward of Yahweh

Levite doorkeeper … 1 Chr. 26:5

Phanuel—face of God

Father of Anna … Luke 2:36

Pharaoh—great house

A. Unnamed ones, contemporary of:

Abram … Gen. 12:15–20

Joseph … Gen. 37:36

Moses (the oppression) … Ex. 1:8–11

Moses (the Exodus) … Ex. 5–14

Solomon (his father-in-law) … 1 Kin. 3:1; 1 Kin. 9:16

Hadad’s friend … 1 Kin. 11:17–20

Hezekiah … 2 Kin. 18:21

B. Named ones:

Shishak … 1 Kin. 14:25, 26

So … 2 Kin. 17:4

Tirhakah … 2 Kin. 19:9

Necho … 2 Kin. 23:29

Hophra … Jer. 44:30

Pharisees—separated ones

A. Characteristics of:

Jewish sect … Acts 15:5

Upholders of traditions … Mark 7:3, 5–8; Gal. 1:14

Zealous for Mosaic Law … Acts 26:5; Phil. 3:5

Very careful in outward details … Matt. 23:23; Luke 18:11

Rigid in fasting … Luke 5:33; Luke 18:12

Zealous for Judaism … Matt. 23:15

Lovers of display … Matt. 23:5–7

Covetous … Luke 16:14

Cruel persecutors … Acts 9:1, 2; Phil. 3:5, 6

B. Chief errors of, their:

Outward righteousness … Luke 7:36–50

Blindness to spiritual things … John 3:1–10

Emphasis on the ceremonial Law … Matt. 15:1–9

Perversion of Scripture … Matt. 15:1, 9

Self-justification before others … Luke 16:14, 15

Hindering potential believers … John 9:16, 22

Refusal to accept Christ … Matt. 12:24–34

C. Christ’s description of:

Vipers … Matt. 12:24, 34

Blind … Matt. 15:12–14

Hypocrites … Matt. 23:13–19

Serpents … Matt. 23:33

Children of the devil … John 8:13, 44

D. Attitude of, toward Christ, sought to:

Destroy Him … Matt. 12:14

Test Him … Matt. 16:1; Matt. 19:3





Entangle Him … Matt. 22:15

Accuse Him … Luke 11:53, 54

Pharpar—haste

One of the two rivers of Damascus … 2 Kin. 5:12

Phichol

Captain of King Abimelech’s army … Gen. 21:22, 32

Philadelphia—brotherly love

City of Lydia in Asia Minor; church established here … Rev. 1:11

Philanthropy

A. Manifested by:

Ethiopian … Jer. 38:6–13

Samaritan … Luke 10:30, 33

Roman centurion … Luke 7:2–5

Pagans … Acts 28:2, 7, 10

Christians … Acts 4:34–37

B. Precepts concerning:

“Do good to all” … Gal. 6:10

“Love your enemies” … Matt. 5:43–48

“Pursue what is good” … 1 Thess. 5:15

“Lend, hoping for nothing in return” … Luke 6:35

Philemon—loving

Christian at Colosse to whom Paul writes … Philem. 1 … 

Paul appeals to him to receive Onesimus … Philem. 9–21

Philemon, the Epistle to—a book of the New Testament

Thanksgiving … Philem. 4–7

Plea for Onesimus … Philem. 10–21

Hope through prayer … Philem. 22

Philetus—worthy of love

False teacher … 2 Tim. 2:17, 18

Philip—lover of horses

1. Son of Herod the Great … Matt. 14:3

2. One of the twelve apostles … Matt. 10:3

Brought Nathanael to Christ … John 1:43–48

Tested by Christ … John 6:5–7

Introduced Greeks to Christ … John 12:20–22

Gently rebuked by Christ … John 14:8–12

In the Upper Room … Acts 1:13

3. One of the seven deacons … Acts 6:5

Called an evangelist … Acts 21:8

Father of four prophetesses … Acts 21:8, 9

Preached in Samaria … Acts 8:5–13

Led the Ethiopian eunuch to Christ … Acts 8:26–40

Visited by Paul … Acts 21:8

Philippi—pertaining to Philip

City of Macedonia (named after Philip of Macedon); visited by Paul … Acts 16:12; Acts 20:6

Paul wrote letter to church of … Phil. 1:1

Philippians, the Epistle to the—a book of the New Testament

Thanksgiving … Phil. 1:3–10

Christ is preached … Phil. 1:12–18

To live is Christ … Phil. 1:21

The humility of Christ … Phil. 2:5–11

Lights in the world … Phil. 2:12–16

Perseverance … Phil. 3

Rejoicing in the Lord … Phil. 4:1–13

Appreciation for Philippian generosity … Phil. 4:14–19

Philistia—the country of the Philistines

“The land of the Philistines” … Gen. 21:32, 34

“The territory of the Philistines” … Josh. 13:2

Philistia … Ps. 60:8

Philistines—the people of Philistia

A. History of:

Descendants of Mizraim … Gen. 10:13, 14

Originally on the island of Caphtor … Jer. 47:4

Israel commanded to avoid … Ex. 13:17

Not attacked by Joshua … Josh. 13:1–3

Left to test Israel … Judg. 3:1–4

Israel sold into hands of … Judg. 10:6, 7

Delivered from, by Samson … Judg. 13–16

Defeat Israel … 1 Sam. 4:1–11

Take ark to house of Dagon … 1 Sam. 4; 5

Defeated at Mizpah … 1 Sam. 7:7–14

Champion, Goliath, killed … 1 Sam. 17:1–52

David seeks asylum among … 1 Sam. 27:1–7

Gather at Aphek; Saul and sons slain by … 1 Sam. 29:1; 1 Sam. 31:1–13

Often defeated by David … 2 Sam. 5:17–25

Besieged by Nadab … 1 Kin. 15:27

War against Jehoram … 2 Chr. 21:16, 17

Defeated by Uzziah … 2 Chr. 26:6, 7

Defeated by Hezekiah … 2 Kin. 18:8

B. Prophecies concerning:

Union against Israel … Is. 9:11, 12

Punishment pronounced … Jer. 25:15, 20

Hatred against Israel revenged … Ezek. 25:15–17

Destruction by Pharaoh … Jer. 47:1–7

Ultimate decay … Zeph. 2:4–6

Philologus—lover of words

Christian at Rome … Rom. 16:15

Philosophy

Divisions of … Acts 17:18

Deception of … Col. 2:8

Phinehas—oracle

1. Eleazar’s son; Aaron’s grandson … Ex. 6:25

Slays an Israelite and a Midianite woman … Num. 25:1–18

Wonderfully rewarded … Ps. 106:30, 31

Fights against Midianites … Num. 31:6–12

Settles dispute over memorial altar … Josh. 22:11–32

Prays for Israel … Judg. 20:28

2. Younger son of Eli … 1 Sam. 1:3

Worthless man … 1 Sam. 2:12–25

Slain by Philistines … 1 Sam. 4:11, 17

Wife of, dies in childbirth … 1 Sam. 4:19–22

3. Father of a postexilic priest … Ezra 8:33

Phlegon—scorching

Christian at Rome … Rom. 16:14

Phoebe—pure, bright

Deaconess of the church at Cenchrea … Rom. 16:1, 2

Phoenicia—purple

Mediterranean coastal region including the cities of Ptolemais, Tyre, Zarephath and Sidon; evangelized by early Christians … Acts 11:19

Jesus preaches here … Matt. 15:21

Phoenix—harbor in southern Crete

Paul was to winter there … Acts 27:12

Phrygia—a large province of Asia Minor

Jews from, at Pentecost … Acts 2:1, 10

Visited twice by Paul … Acts 16:6

Phygellus—fugitive

Becomes an apostate … 2 Tim. 1:15

Phylactery—charm

Scripture verses placed on the forehead; based upon a literal interpretation of … Ex. 13:9–16

Condemned by Christ … Matt. 23:5

Physicians—trained healers

God the only true … Deut. 32:39

Practiced embalming … Gen. 50:2, 26

Job’s friends of no value … Job 13:4

Consulted by Asa … 2 Chr. 16:12

For the sick only … Matt. 9:12

Proverb concerning, quoted … Luke 4:23

Payment for services of … Mark 5:26

Luke, “the beloved” … Col. 4:14

Pi Beseth—the house of the goddess Bast

City of Lower Egypt 40 miles north of Memphis … Ezek. 30:17

Pictures—drawn or carved representations of life scenes

Descriptive of idolatrous images … Num. 33:52

Piece—part of a larger whole

Silver … 1 Sam. 2:36

Fig cake … 1 Sam. 30:12

Money … Gen. 33:19; Job 42:11

Fish … Luke 24:42

Pierce—to push a pointed instrument through something

A. Used literally of:

Nail in Sisera … Judg. 5:26

Messiah’s predicted death … Ps. 22:16

Christ’s death … John 19:34, 37

B. Used figuratively of:

God’s destruction … Num. 24:8

Egypt’s weakness … 2 Kin. 18:21

Pierce—continued

Harsh words … Prov. 12:18

Great conflict of soul … Job 30:16, 17

God’s Word … Heb. 4:12

Coveted riches … 1 Tim. 6:10

Piety—holy living

A. Aided by:

God’s Word … 2 Tim. 3:14–17

Godly parents … 1 Sam. 1:11

Prayer … James 5:16–18

Good works … 1 Tim. 5:10

Hope of Christ’s return … Titus 2:11–14

B. Hindered by:

World … James 4:4

Flesh … Rom. 8:1–13

Satan … Luke 22:31

Envying and strife … 1 Cor. 3:1–7

C. Value of:

Profitable now and later … 1 Tim. 4:8

Safeguard in temptation … Gen. 39:7–9

Rewarded in heaven … Rev. 14:13

See Holiness of Christians; Sanctification

Pigeon

As a sin offering … Lev. 12:6

As a burnt offering … Lev. 1:14

Offered by Mary … Luke 2:22, 24

See Dove

Pi Hahiroth—the place of meadows

Israelite camp before crossing the Red Sea … Ex. 14:2, 9; Num. 33:7, 8

Pilate, Pontius

Governor of Judea (A.D. 26–36) … Luke 3:1

Destroyed Galileans … Luke 13:1

Jesus brought before … Matt. 27:2

Washed hands in mock innocency … Matt. 27:24

Notorious in history … Acts 3:13; Acts 4:27, 28

Pildash—steely

Son of Nahor and Milcah … Gen. 22:20–22

Pilfering—stealing

Forbidden … Titus 2:10

Pilgrims—God’s people as

A. Elements involved in:

Forsaking all for Christ … Luke 14:26, 27, 33

Traveling by faith … Heb. 11:9

Faces set toward Zion … Jer. 50:5

Encouraged by God’s promises … Heb. 11:13

Sustained by God … Is. 35:1–10

B. Their journey in this world as:

Pilgrims and strangers … 1 Pet. 2:11, 12

Lights … Phil. 2:15

Salt … Matt. 5:13

God’s own … 1 Pet. 2:9, 10

Chosen out of the world … John 17:6; 1 Pet. 1:1, 2

See Strangers

Pilha—plowman

Signer of the covenant … Neh. 10:24

Pillar—a column or support

A. Descriptive of:

Memorial sites … Gen. 28:18, 22

Woman turned to salt … Gen. 19:26

Altars of idolatry … Deut. 12:3

Supports for a building … Judg. 16:25, 26, 29

Covenant site … Ex. 24:4–8

Miracles … Joel 2:30

Solomon’s temple … 1 Kin. 7:21

B. Figurative of:

God’s presence … Ex. 33:9, 10

Earth’s supports … Job 9:6

God’s sovereignty over nations … Is. 19:19

Human legs … Song 5:15

Important persons … Gal. 2:9

Church … 1 Tim. 3:15

True believers … Rev. 3:12

Angel’s feet … Rev. 10:1

Pillar of cloud and fire

A. As means of:

Guiding Israel … Ex. 13:21, 22

Protecting Israel … Ex. 14:19, 24

Regulating Israel’s journeys … Num. 9:15–23

Manifesting God’s glory to Israel … Ex. 24:16–18

Manifesting God’s presence … Ex. 34:5–8

Communicating with Israel … Ex. 33:9, 10

B. Effect of:

Cause of fear … Ex. 19:9, 16

Repeated in the temple … 1 Kin. 8:10, 11

Long remembered … Ps. 99:7

Recalled with gratitude … Neh. 9:12, 19

Repeated in Christ’s transfiguration … Matt. 17:5

C. Figurative of God’s:

Wonders … Joel 2:30

Departure from Jerusalem … Ezek. 9:3

Presence among believers … Matt. 18:20

Pillow—a cushion

Stone used as … Gen. 28:11, 18

Made of goats’hair … 1 Sam. 19:13, 16

Used on a ship … Mark 4:38

Pilot—one who guides

Of Tyre’s ships … Ezek. 27:8–29

Shipmaster … Jon. 1:6

Used figuratively … James 3:4

Piltai—Yahweh delivers

Priest of Joiakim’s time … Neh. 12:12, 17

Pine away—to waste away

Jerusalem … Lam. 4:9

Pine trees—evergreen trees

Product of Lebanon … Is. 60:13

Used figuratively … Is. 41:19

Pinnacle—a summit; highest ledge

Of the temple … Matt. 4:5

Pinon—darkness

Edomite chief … Gen. 36:41; 1 Chr. 1:52

Pipe, piper—a flute

A. Descriptive of:

Hollow tube … Zech. 4:2, 12

Spiritual discernment … 1 Chr. 14:7

B. Figurative of:

Joyful deliverance … Is. 30:29

Mournful lamentation … Jer. 48:36

Inconsistent reactions … Matt. 11:17

Spiritual discernment … 1 Cor. 14:7

Piram—indomitable

Amorite king of Jarmuth … Josh. 10:3

Pirathon—height

Town in Ephraim … Judg. 12:15

Pirathonite—inhabitant of Pirathon

Descriptive of:

Abdon … Judg. 12:13–15

Benaiah … 2 Sam. 23:30

Pisgah—a mountain peak in the Abarim range in Moab

Balaam offers sacrifice upon … Num. 23:14

Moses views Promised Land from … Deut. 3:27

Site of Moses’ death … Deut. 34:1–7

Summit of, called Nebo … Deut. 32:49–52

See Nebo

Pishon—freely flowing

One of Eden’s four rivers … Gen. 2:10, 11 

Pisidia—a mountainous district in Asia Minor

Twice visited by Paul … Acts 13:13, 14; Acts 14:24

Pispah—dispersion

Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:38

Pit—a hole

Figurative of:

Grave … Ps. 30:9

Snare … Ps. 35:7

Harlot … Prov. 23:27

Mouth of strange woman … Prov. 22:14

Destruction … Ps. 55:23

Self-destruction … Prov. 28:10

Hell … Ps. 28:1

Devil’s abode … Rev. 9:1, 2, 11

See Abyss

Pitch

Ark covered with … Gen. 6:14

See Asphalt

Pitcher—an earthenware vessel with handles

A. Used for:

Water … Gen. 24:16

Protection of a torch … Judg. 7:16, 19

B. Figurative of:

Heart … Eccl. 12:6

Pithom—mansion of the god Atum

Egyptian city built by Hebrew slaves … Ex. 1:11

Pithon—harmless

Son of Micah … 1 Chr. 8:35

Pitilessness—showing no mercy

Examples of:

Rich man … 2 Sam. 12:1–6

Nebuchadnezzar … 2 Kin. 25:6–21

Medes … Is. 13:18

Edom … Amos 1:11

Heartless creditor … Matt. 18:29, 30

Strict religionists … Luke 10:30–32

Merciless murderers … Acts 7:54–58

The Lord … Zech. 11:6

Pity—to show compassion

A. Of God, upon:

Heathen … Jon. 4:10, 11

Israel … Is. 63:9

Faithful remnant … Is. 54:8–10

Believer … James 5:11

B. Of humankind:

Pleaded … Job 19:21

Upon the poor … Prov. 19:17

Upon children … Ps. 103:13

Encouraged … 1 Pet. 3:8

See Compassion; Mercy

Plague—a severe epidemic

A. Descriptive of:

Divine judgment … Ex. 9:14

Leprosy … Lev. 13:1–59

Pestilence threatened by God … Deut. 28:21

Final judgment … Rev. 9:20

B. Instances of:

In Egypt … Ex. 11:1

At Kibroth Hattaavah … Num. 11:33, 34

At Kadesh … Num. 14:37

At Peor … Josh. 22:17

Among:

Philistines … 1 Sam. 5:7

Israelites … 2 Sam. 24:15

Sennacherib’s soldiers … Is. 37:36

C. Sent by God:

Because of sin … Gen. 12:17

As final judgments … Rev. 15:1, 8

D. Remedy against, by:

Intervention … Ps. 106:29, 30

Prayer and confession … 1 Kin. 8:37, 38

Separation … Rev. 18:4

Promise … Ps. 91:10

Obedience … Rev. 22:18

Plain—a geographically flat area (usually refers to specific regional areas)

Dry region … Num. 22:1; Deut. 3:17; Deut. 34:3

Plans—methods of action

Acknowledging God in … Prov. 3:6

Considering all possibilities … Luke 14:31–33

Leaving God out … Luke 12:16–21

Not trusting God … Ps. 52:7

Evil … Ps. 140:2

Plants

Created by God … Gen. 1:11, 12 

Given as food … Gen. 1:28, 29 

Plants of the Bible

Anise … Matt. 23:23

Bean … Ezek. 4:9

Bramble … Judg. 9:14, 15

Brier … Judg. 8:7, 16

Broom (juniper) … Ps. 120:4

Calamus … Song 4:14

Cummin … Is. 28:25, 27

Garlic … Num. 11:5

Gourd … 2 Kin. 4:39

Grass … Ps. 103:15

Henna … Song 1:14

Hyssop … Ex. 12:22

Lily … Song 5:13

Mallows … Job 30:4

Mandrakes … Gen. 30:14–16

Mint … Matt. 23:23

Mustard … Matt. 13:31

Myrtle … Is. 55:13

Rose … Is. 35:1

Rue … Luke 11:42

Saffron … Song 4:14

Spelt … Ezek. 4:9

Spikenard … Song 4:13, 14

Thorn … Judg. 8:7

Vine of Sodom … Deut. 32:32

Wormwood … Deut. 29:18

Plaster—building material

Used on:

Infested walls … Lev. 14:42, 48

Babylon’s walls … Dan. 5:5

See Lime; Mortar

Platform

Ezra reads Law from … Neh. 8:4–8

Platter

Deep dish or basin … Matt. 14:8, 11

In tribal offerings … Num. 7:13

Used for a dead man’s head … Matt. 14:8, 11

Play

Used of:

Music … 1 Sam. 16:16–23

Immoral acts … Ex. 32:6

Dancing … 2 Sam. 6:5, 21

Fish … Ps. 104:26

Children … Is. 11:8

Beasts … Job 40:20

Plead—to entreat intensely

A. Asking for judgment against:

Idolatry … Judg. 6:31, 32

Evil king … 1 Sam. 24:15

Ungodly nation … Ps. 43:1

B. Asking for protection of:

Poor … Prov. 22:23

Widows … Is. 1:17

Repentant … Mic. 7:9

Please—to satisfy

A. Applied to God’s:

Sovereignty … Ps. 115:3

Election … 1 Sam. 12:22

Method … 1 Cor. 1:21

Reactions to Solomon … 1 Kin. 3:10

Blessing … 2 Sam. 7:29

Purpose … Col. 1:19

Creative acts … 1 Cor. 12:18

Will … Matt. 3:17

B. Applied to the unregenerate’s:

Behavior … Rom. 8:8

Passions … Matt. 14:6

Ways … 1 Thess. 2:15

Prejudices … Acts 12:3

Faithlessness … Heb. 10:35

C. Applied to the regenerate’s:

Faith … Heb. 11:5, 6

Calling … 2 Tim. 2:4

Obedience … Col. 3:20

Concern for others … Rom. 15:26, 27

Interaction with others … Prov. 16:7

Example, Christ … John 8:29

Pleasure—satisfying the sensations

A. Kinds of:

Physical … Eccl. 2:1–10

Sexual … Gen. 18:12

Worldly … Luke 8:14

Temporary … Heb. 11:25

Immoral … Titus 3:3

Spiritual … Ps. 36:8

Heavenly … Ps. 16:11

B. God’s, described as:

Sovereign … Eph. 1:5, 9

Creative … Rev. 4:11

In righteousness … 1 Chr. 29:17

Having purpose … Luke 12:32

Not in evil … Ps. 5:4

Not in the wicked … Ezek. 18:23, 32; Ezek. 33:11

C. Christian’s described as:

Subject to God’s will … 2 Cor. 12:10

Inspired by God … Phil. 2:13

Fulfilled by God … 2 Thess. 1:11

D. The unbeliever’s, described as:

Unsatisfying … Eccl. 2:1

Enslaving … Titus 3:3

Deadening … 1 Tim. 5:6

Judged … 2 Thess. 2:12

Pledge—something given for security of a debt

A. Of material things:

Garments … Ex. 22:26

Regulations concerning … Deut. 24:10–17

Evil of … Job 22:6

Restoration of, sign of righteousness … Ezek. 18:7, 16

Unlawfully held back … Ezek. 18:12

B. Of spiritual things:

The Holy Spirit in the heart … 2 Cor. 1:22

Given by God … 2 Cor. 5:5

Guarantee of future redemption … Eph. 1:13, 14

See Borrow; Debt; Lending; Surety

Pleiades—cluster of many stars

Part of God’s creation … Job 9:9; Amos 5:8

Plentiful, plenty

A. Of physical things:

Food … Gen. 41:29–47

Prosperity … Deut. 28:11

Productivity … Jer. 2:7

Plentiful, plenty—continued

Rain … Ps. 68:9

Water … Lev. 11:36

B. Of spiritual things:

Souls in need … Matt. 9:37

C. How to obtain, by:

Industry … Prov. 28:19

Putting God first … Prov. 3:9, 10

See Abundance

Plottings

A. Against:

Poor … Ps. 10:7–11

Prophets … Jer. 18:18

Persecuted … Matt. 5:11, 12

B. Inspired by:

Contempt … Neh. 4:1–8

Hatred … Gen. 37:8–20

Devil … John 13:27

Envy … Matt. 27:18

C. Examples of:

Esau against Jacob … Gen. 27:41–45

Brothers against Joseph … Gen. 37:17–28

Satan against Job … Job 1:8–22

Ahab against Naboth … 1 Kin. 21:1–16

Jews against Jeremiah … Jer. 26:8–15

Haman against the Jews … Esth. 7:3–6

Chaldeans against Daniel … Dan. 6:1–8

Jews against Christ … Matt. 26:1–5; John 11:47–53

Jews against Paul … Acts 23:12–22

Plow, plowing—to dig up the earth for sowing seed

A. Used literally of:

Elisha … 1 Kin. 19:19

Forbidden with mixed animals … Deut. 22:10

Job’s servants … Job 1:14, 15

B. Used figuratively of:

Proper learning … Is. 28:24, 26

Wrongdoing … Hos. 10:13

Punishment … Hos. 10:11

Affliction … Ps. 129:3

Destruction … Jer. 26:18

Persistent sin … Job 4:8

Christian labor … 1 Cor. 9:10

Information from a wife … Judg. 14:18

Constancy in decision … Luke 9:62

Perverse action … Amos 6:12

Plowman—a farmer

A. Used literally of:

Farming … Is. 28:24

B. Used figuratively of:

Prosperity … Amos 9:13

Christian ministry … 1 Cor. 9:10

Plowshares—the hard part of a plow

Made into swords … Joel 3:10

Swords made into … Is. 2:4

Plumb line—a cord with a weight (plummet)

Figurative of:

Destruction … 2 Kin. 21:13

God’s judgment … Amos 7:7, 8

God’s building … Zech. 4:10

Plunder—spoil

Silver, gold, and clothing … Ex. 3:22

Sheep … Num. 31:32

House … Mark 3:27

Camp … 1 Sam. 17:53

See Spoil

Pochereth—binder

Descendants of, among Solomon’s servants … Ezra 2:57; Neh. 7:59

Pods—husks of the carob or locust tree

Fed to swine … Luke 15:15, 16

Poetry, Hebrew

A. Classified according to form:

Synonymous—repetition of same thoughts … Ps. 19:2

Progressive—advance of thought in second line … Job 3:17

Synthetic—second line adds something new … Ps. 104:19

Climactic—the thought climbs to a climax … Ps. 121:3, 4

Antithetic—the second line contrasted with first … Prov. 14:1

Comparative—the “as” compared with the “so” … Prov. 10:26

Acrostic—alphabetic … Ps. 119:1–176

B. Classified according to function:

Didactic (teaching) … Deut. 32:1–43; Book of Job

Lyrics … Ex. 15:1–19; Judg. 5:1–31

Elegies … 2 Sam. 1:17–27

Psalms … Book of Psalms

Poison

Reptiles … Deut. 32:24

Serpents … Deut. 32:33

Gourd … 2 Kin. 4:39, 40

Hemlock … Hos. 10:4

Waters … Jer. 8:14

Asps … Ps. 140:3; Rom. 3:13

Cobras … Job 20:16

Politeness—refined manners

A. Manifested by:

Kings … Gen. 47:2–11

Hebrews … Gen. 43:26–29

Romans … Acts 27:3

Pagans … Acts 28:1, 2

Christians … Philem. 8–21

B. Counterfeited by:

Trickery … 2 Sam. 20:9, 10

Deceit … 2 Sam. 15:1–6

Hypocrisy … Matt. 22:7, 8

Pride … Luke 14:8–10

Snobbery … James 2:1–4

Selfishness … 3 John 9, 10

See Courtesy

Politicians—governmental officials

A. Evils manifested by:

Ambition … 2 Sam. 15:1–6

Flattery … Dan. 6:4–15

Indifference … Acts 18:12–16

Avarice … Acts 24:26

Murder … Matt. 2:16

B. Good manifested by:

Provision … Gen. 41:33–49

Protection … Neh. 2:7–11

Piety … 2 Chr. 34:1–33

Prayer … 2 Chr. 20:6–12

Praise … 2 Chr. 20:27–29

Pollute—to defile

A. Described as something unclean:

Morally … Num. 35:33, 34

Spiritually … Acts 15:20

B. Means of:

Blood … Ps. 106:38

Idolatry … Ezek. 20:30, 31

Abominations … Jer. 7:30

Unregenerate service … Ezek. 44:7

Wickedness … Jer. 3:1, 2

Contempt of the Lord … Mal. 1:7, 12

See Unclean

Polygamy—having more than one wife

A. Caused by:

Barrenness of first wife … Gen. 16:1–6

Desire for large family … Judg. 8:30

Political ties with other countries … 1 Kin. 3:1

Sexual desire … 2 Chr. 11:23

Slavery … Gen. 16:1, 3

B. Contrary to:

God’s original Law … Gen. 2:24 

Ideal picture of marriage … Ps. 128:1–6

God’s commandment … Ex. 20:14

Relationship between Christ and the church … Eph. 5:22–33

C. Productive of:

Dissension … Gen. 16:1–6

Discord … 1 Sam. 1:6

Degeneracy … 1 Kin. 11:1–4

See Adultery; Family; Fornication; Marriage

Pomegranate—a small tree bearing an apple-shaped fruit

Grown in Canaan … Num. 13:23

Ornaments of:

Worn by priests … Ex. 28:33

In temple … 1 Kin. 7:18

Sign of fruitfulness … Hag. 2:19

Used figuratively … Song 4:3

Pond, pool—a reservoir of water

A. Used for:

Washing … 1 Kin. 22:38

Water supply … 2 Kin. 20:20

Irrigation … Eccl. 2:6

Healing … John 5:2–7

B. Famous ones:

Gibeon … 2 Sam. 2:13

Hebron … 2 Sam. 4:12

Samaria … 1 Kin. 22:38

Bethesda … John 5:2

Siloam … John 9:7

The upper … Is. 7:3

The lower … Is. 22:9, 11

The King’s … Neh. 2:14

Pontus—a coastal strip of north Asia Minor

Jews from, at Pentecost … Acts 2:5, 9

Home of Aquila … Acts 18:2

Christians of, addressed by Peter … 1 Pet. 1:1

Poor, poverty

A. Descriptive of:

Needy … Luke 21:2

Lower classes … 2 Kin. 24:14

Rebellious … Jer. 5:3, 4

B. Causes of:

God’s sovereignty … 1 Sam. 2:7

Lack of industry … Prov. 24:30–34

Love of pleasure … Prov. 21:17

Stubbornness … Prov. 13:18

Empty pursuits … Prov. 28:19

Drunkenness … Prov. 23:21

C. Wrong treatment of:

Reproaches God … Prov. 14:31

Brings punishment … Prov. 21:13

Brings poverty … Prov. 22:16

Regarded by God … Eccl. 5:8

Judged by God … Is. 3:13–15

D. Legislation designed for protection of:

Daily payment of wages … Lev. 19:13

Sharing of tithes with … Deut. 14:28, 29

Loans to, without interest … Lev. 25:35, 37

Right to glean … Lev. 19:9, 10

Land of, restored in Jubilee Year … Lev. 25:25–30

Equal participation in feasts … Lev. 16:11, 14

Permanent bondage of, forbidden … Deut. 15:12–15

See Needy; Poverty, spiritual

Poor in spirit—humble, self-effacing

Promised blessing … Matt. 5:3

Poplar tree

Used in deception of Laban … Gen. 30:37

Pagan rites among … Hos. 4:13

Probably same as “willows” in … Lev. 23:40

Popularity—one’s esteem in the world

Obtained by:

Heroic exploits … Judg. 8:21, 22

Unusual wisdom … 1 Kin. 4:29–34

Trickery … 2 Sam. 15:1–6

Outward display … Matt. 6:2, 5, 16

Success in battle … 1 Sam. 18:5–7

Popularity of Jesus

A. Factors producing, His:

Teaching … Mark 1:22, 27

Healing … Mark 5:20

Miracles … John 12:9–19

Feeding the people … John 6:15–27

Compassion … Matt. 14:13, 14

B. Factors causing decline of:

High ethical standards … Mark 8:34–38

Foretells His death … Matt. 16:21–28

Confrontations with scribes and Pharisees … Luke 11:37–54

Population—the total inhabitants of a place

Israel’s, increased in Egypt … Ex. 1:7, 8

Nineveh’s, great … Jon. 4:11

Heaven’s, vast … Rev. 7:9

Poratha

One of Haman’s sons … Esth. 9:8

Porch

Portico for pedestrians … John 5:2

Roofed colonnade … John 10:23

Porcius Festus (see Festus)

Porcupine

Symbolic of devastation … Is. 14:23

Pork—swine’s flesh

Classified as unclean … Lev. 11:7, 8

Port—a harbor

Examples of:

At Joppa … Jon. 1:3

Fair Havens … Acts 27:8

Phoenix … Acts 27:12

Syracuse … Acts 28:12

Rhegium … Acts 28:13

Puteoli … Acts 28:13

Portion—a stipulated part

A. Of things material:

Inheritance … Gen. 48:22

B. Of good things:

Spirit … 2 Kin. 2:9

Lord … Ps. 119:57

Spiritual riches … Is. 61:7

C. Of evil things:

Things of the world … Ps. 17:14

D. Of things eternal:

Punishment of the wicked … Ps. 11:6

See Inheritance

Position—place of influence

Sought after by Pharisees … Matt. 23:5–7

James and John request … Mark 10:37

Seeking after, denounced … Luke 14:7–11

Diotrephes, a seeker after … 3 John 9

Possess—to acquire

A. Objects of:

Promised Land … Deut. 4:1, 5

Country … Is. 14:21

Spiritual riches … Is. 57:13

Christ … Prov. 8:22

One’s:

Soul … Luke 21:19

Own body … 1 Thess. 4:4

B. Of Canaan:

Promised … Gen. 17:8

Under oath … Neh. 9:15

Israel challenged to … Num. 13:30

Possible—that which can exist

A. Things possible:

All, with God … Matt. 19:26

All, to the believer … Mark 9:23

Peaceful living … Rom. 12:18

B. Things impossible:

Removal of the Cross … Matt. 26:39

Christ’s remaining in the grave … Acts 2:24

Removal of sins by animal sacrifice … Heb. 10:4

Posthumous—after death

Mary of Bethany … Matt. 26:13

Abel … Heb. 11:4

All believers … Rev. 14:13

Pot—a rounded, open-mouthed vessel

A. Use of:

Cooking … Zech. 14:21

Refining … Prov. 17:3

Container … Ezek. 24:3; Heb. 9:4

B. Figurative of:

Sudden destruction … Ps. 58:9

Impending national destruction … Jer. 1:13

Merciless punishment … Mic. 3:2, 3

Complete sanctification … Zech. 14:20, 21

Potentate—a mighty one

Christ the only absolute … 1 Tim. 6:15

Potiphar—whom Re (the sun-god) has given

High Egyptian officer … Gen. 39:1

Puts Joseph in jail … Gen. 39:20

Poti-Pherah

Egyptian priest of On (Heliopolis) … Gen. 41:45–50

Father of Asenath, Joseph’s wife … Gen. 46:20

Potsherd—a fragment of broken pottery

A. Figurative of:

Weakness … Ps. 22:15

Leviathan’s underparts … Job 41:30

B. Uses of:

Scraping … Job 2:8

Scooping water … Is. 30:14

Potsherd Gate—a gate of Jerusalem

By Valley of the Son of Hinnom … Jer. 19:2

Potter—one who makes earthenware vessels

A. Art of, involves:

Reducing clay to paste … Is. 41:25

Shaping by revolving wheel … Jer. 18:1–4

Molding by hands … Jer. 18:6

B. Figurative of:

Complete destruction … Is. 30:14

God’s sovereignty over humankind … Is. 64:8

Israel’s lack of understanding … Is. 29:16

Potter’s field—burial place for poor people

Judas’s money used for purchase of … Matt. 27:7, 8

Poultice—medicinal material applied to sores or other lesions

Figs applied to Hezekiah’s boil … Is. 38:21

Pour—to flow freely from something

A. Applied to:

Rain from clouds … Amos 9:6

Pour—continued

Oil from vessels … Gen. 35:14; 2 Kin. 4:4

Blood from animals … Lev. 8:15

Water from barrels … 1 Kin. 18:33

B. Used figuratively of:

Anointing … Ex. 29:7

Christ’s death … Ps. 22:14

Spirit’s coming … Joel 2:28, 29

Holy Spirit … Ezek. 39:29

God’s:

Wrath … 2 Chr. 34:21, 25

Blessings … Mal. 3:10

Sovereignty … Job 10:9, 10

Prayer and repentance … Lam. 2:19

Extreme emotions … 1 Sam. 1:15

Poverty, spiritual

A. In a bad sense, of spiritual:

Decay … Rev. 2:9

Immaturity … 1 Cor. 3:1–3

B. Used in a good sense, of:

The contrite … Is. 66:2

God’s people … Is. 14:32

C. Caused by:

Hastiness … Prov. 21:5

Greed … Prov. 22:16

Laziness … Prov. 24:30–34

Power of Christ

A. Described as:

Given by God … John 17:2

Derived from the Spirit … Luke 4:14

Delegated to others … Luke 9:1

Determined by Himself … John 10:18

B. Manifested as power in:

Creation … John 1:3, 10

Upholds all things … Heb. 1:3

Miracles … Luke 4:36

Healings … Mark 1:34

Regeneration … John 5:21–26

Salvation … Heb. 7:25

Resurrecting believers … John 5:28, 29

His return … Matt. 24:30

C. Manifested as authority to:

Forgive sins … Matt. 9:6, 8

Teach … Luke 4:32

Lay down His life … John 10:18

Commission … Matt. 28:18–20

D. Benefits from, to believers:

Life … John 17:2

Strength … Phil. 4:13

Effective service … 1 Tim. 1:12; 2 Tim. 4:17

Perfected in weakness … 2 Cor. 12:9

Conquest over temptation … Heb. 2:18

Glorification … Phil. 3:20, 21

Power of God

A. Manifested in:

Creation … Jer. 51:15

Keeps watch on the nations … Ps. 66:7

Christ’s:

Birth … Luke 1:35

Miracles … Luke 11:20

Resurrection … 2 Cor. 13:4

Exaltation … Eph. 1:19, 20

Regeneration … Eph. 1:19

Sanctification … Phil. 2:13

Believer’s resurrection … 1 Cor. 6:14

His word … Heb. 4:12

B. Believer’s attitude toward:

Renders praise for … Ps. 21:13

Sings of … Ps. 59:16

Talks of … Ps. 145:11

Power of the Holy Spirit

A. Manifested in Christ’s:

Conception … Luke 1:35

Ministry … Luke 4:14

Miracles … Luke 11:20

Resurrection … Rom. 1:4

B. Manifested in the believer’s:

Regeneration … Ezek. 37:11–14

Effective ministry … Luke 24:49

Power, spiritual

Sources of:

Holy Spirit … 1 Cor. 2:4, 5

Christ … 1 Cor. 1:24

Gospel … Rom. 1:16

God’s kingdom … Mark 9:1

God’s Word … Heb. 4:12

New life … Eph. 1:19

Powerlessness—ineffective testimony

Produced by:

Worldliness … Gen. 19:14

Unbelief … Matt. 17:16–20

Practice—customary habit

Wicked works … Ps. 141:4

Ungodliness … Is. 32:6

Work evil … Mic. 2:1

Praetorium—the governor’s official residence

1. Pilate’s, in Jerusalem … Matt. 27:27; Mark 15:16; John 18:28

2. Herod’s palace at Caesarea … Acts 23:35

Praise of God

A. Objects of:

God Himself … Ps. 139:14

God’s: Name … 1 Chr. 29:13; Ps. 99:3

Power … Ps. 21:13

Wonders … Ps. 89:5

Lovingkindness … Ps. 138:2

Works … Ps. 145:4

B. Times of:

Daily … Ps. 72:15

Continually … Ps. 71:6

Seven times daily … Ps. 119:164

All the day … Ps. 35:28

At midnight … Ps. 119:62; Acts 16:25

While I live … Ps. 146:2

Praise of people

A. Worthy:

From another … Prov. 27:2

For:

Faithfulness … Prov. 31:28

Obedience … Rom. 13:3

Works … Prov. 31:31

B. Unworthy for:

Wicked … Prov. 28:4

Disorder … 1 Cor. 11:17, 22

Self-seeking … John 12:43

Prating—foolish babbling

Descriptive of:

Fool … Prov. 10:8, 10

Diotrephes … 3 John 10

Prayer—a request to God

A. Kinds of:

Secret … Matt. 6:6

Group … Matt. 18:20

Public … Acts 12:12; Acts 21:5, 6

Agreement … Matt. 18:19

B. Parts of:

Adoration … Dan. 4:34, 35

Confession … 1 John 1:9

Supplication … Acts 1:14; 1 Tim. 2:1–3

Intercession … 1 Tim. 2:1–3; James 5:14, 15

Thanksgiving … Phil. 4:6

C. Personal conditions of:

Purity of heart … Ps. 66:18, 19

Faith … Matt. 21:22

In Jesus’ name … John 14:13

According to God’s will … 1 John 5:14

D. General conditions of:

Forgiving spirit … Matt. 6:14

Humility and repentance … Luke 18:10–14

Unity of believers … Matt. 18:19, 20

Tenacity … Luke 18:1–8

Persistence … Luke 11:5–8

Intensity … Matt. 7:7–11

Confident expectation … Mark 11:24

Without empty phrases … Matt. 6:7

Unceasingly … 1 Thess. 5:17

E. Answers refused, because of:

Sin … Ps. 66:18

Selfishness … James 4:3

Doubt … James 1:5–7

Lawlessness … Prov. 28:9

Inhumanity … Prov. 21:13

Pride … Luke 18:11, 12, 14

Pretense … Mark 12:40

F. Posture for:

Standing … Neh. 9:5

Kneeling … 1 Kin. 8:54

Sitting … 1 Chr. 17:16–27

Bowing … Ex. 34:8

Hands uplifted … 1 Tim. 2:8

Prayer meetings

In the Upper Room … Acts 1:13, 14

In a house … Acts 12:5–17

By a river … Acts 16:13

On a beach … Acts 21:5

Prayers of Christ

A. Their nature:

Adoration … Matt. 11:25–27

Intercession … John 17:1–26

Thanksgiving … John 11:41, 42

B. Their great occasions:

At His baptism … Luke 3:21, 22

Before selecting the apostles … Luke 6:12–16

When teaching how to pray … Matt. 6:9–13

At His transfiguration … Luke 9:28, 29

Following Last Supper … John 17:1–26

In Gethsemane … Matt. 26:36–42

C. Their times and places:

Early in morning … Mark 1:35

In secret … Luke 5:16; Luke 9:18

With others … Luke 11:1

On mountain … Matt. 14:23

Preach, preaching—proclaiming the gospel

A. Of the gospel:

Necessity of … 1 Cor. 9:16

Without charge … 1 Cor. 9:18

Extent of, to all … Col. 1:28

Only one … Gal. 1:8, 9

Centers in the Cross … 1 Cor. 1:23

Preacher’s importance in … Rom. 10:14, 15

B. Attitudes toward:

Accepted … Luke 11:32

Rejected … 2 Pet. 2:4, 5

Not perfected by … Heb. 4:2

Perverted … Gal. 1:6–9

Contentious about … Phil. 1:15–18

Counted foolishness … 1 Cor. 1:18–21

Ridiculed … Acts 17:16–18

Not ashamed of … Rom. 1:15, 16

Preacher—one who proclaims publicly

Author of Ecclesiastes … Eccl. 1:1, 2

Causes to hear … Rom. 10:14

Paul, speaking of himself … 1 Tim. 2:7; 2 Tim. 1:11

Noah, of righteousness … 2 Pet. 2:5

Precepts—specific charges; commandments

God’s:

Commanded … Heb. 9:19

Corrupted … Matt. 15:9

Kept … Ps. 119:56–69

Sought … Ps. 119:40–94

Not forgotten … Ps. 119:93, 141

Loved … Ps. 119:159

Source of understanding … Ps. 119:100, 104

See Traditions

Precious—something extremely valuable

A. Applied to spiritual things:

Wisdom … Prov. 3:13, 15

One’s life … 1 Sam. 26:21; 2 Kin. 1:13, 14

Redemption of a soul … Ps. 49:8

God’s thoughts to us … Ps. 139:17

Death of God’s people … Ps. 72:14

Christ … Is. 28:16

Christ’s blood … 1 Pet. 1:19

Faith … 2 Pet. 1:1

Promises … 2 Pet. 1:4

Trial of faith … 1 Pet. 1:7

B. Applied figuratively to:

Knowledge … Prov. 20:15

Sons of Zion … Lam. 4:2

Rewards … 1 Cor. 3:12–14

Final harvest … James 5:7

Worldly pomp … Rev. 17:4

Heaven’s glory … Rev. 21:11, 19

Precious promises

A. To those troubled by:

Doubts … Ps. 73:1–28

Afflictions … Ps. 34:1–22

Persecution … Matt. 5:11, 12

Anxiety … Phil. 4:6

Temptation … 1 Cor. 10:13

Infirmities … 2 Cor. 12:7–10

Discipline … Heb. 12:3–13

B. To the sorrowful over:

Death … 1 Thess. 4:13–18

Sickness … James 5:13–16

Their sins … Ps. 32:1–11

Disappointment … Rom. 8:28

C. To those tested by:

World … 1 John 2:15–17

Flesh … Gal. 5:16–18

Satan … Luke 22:31, 32

Worry … Matt. 6:31–34

Sin … James 1:12–15

Pride … 1 Pet. 5:5–7

D. To the active Christian in his:

Giving … Mal. 3:10

Zeal … Phil. 4:13

Soul winning … James 5:20

Fruitfulness … John 7:38, 39

Graces … 2 Pet. 1:5–11

Prayers … James 5:16

Perseverance … Gal. 6:9

Watchfulness … Eph. 6:10–20

Assurance … Rom. 8:32–39

Ministry … Ps. 138:8

Predestination—God’s eternal plan

A. Described as:

“Purpose” … Rom. 8:28

“Prepared beforehand” … Rom. 9:23

“Foreknowledge” … Acts 2:23

“Foreknew” … Rom. 8:29

“Appointed” … Acts 13:48; Acts 22:10

“Determined” … Luke 22:22

“Foreseeing” … Gal. 3:8

“Before time began” … 2 Tim. 1:9

B. Determined by God’s:

Counsel … Acts 2:23

Foreknowledge … Acts 2:23

Good pleasure … Luke 12:32; 1 Cor. 1:21

Will … Eph. 1:5, 9, 11

Purpose … Eph. 3:11

Power … Is. 40:10–17; Rom. 9:15–24

C. Expressed toward the believer in:

Election … Eph. 1:4

Salvation … 2 Thess. 2:13, 14

Justification … Rom. 8:30

Sanctification … 2 Thess. 2:12, 13

Glorification … Rom. 8:30

Eternal destiny … Matt. 25:34

See Foreknowledge of God; Elect

Predict—to foretell

Astrologers … Is. 47:13

Preeminence—being supreme above all

A. Of creatures:

Sought by the devil … Is. 14:12–15

Sought by humankind … Gen. 3:5, 6 

Illustrated by Diotrephes … 3 John 9, 10

B. Of Christ:

Predicted … Ps. 45:6, 7

Proclaimed … Luke 1:31–33

Visualized … Matt. 17:4, 5

Realized … Col. 1:19

Acknowledged … Phil. 2:9, 10

Pregnancy

Safeguards provided … Ex. 21:22–25

Evidences of … Luke 1:44

God’s call during … Jer. 1:4, 5; Gal. 1:15

Prejudice—a biased opinion

A. Toward others, based on:

Race … Acts 19:34

Social position … James 2:1–4

Jealousy … Gen. 37:3–11

B. Toward Christ, based on His:

Lowly origin … Mark 6:3

Residence in Galilee … John 1:46

Race … John 4:9

Teaching … John 9:16–41

See Bigotry

Premeditation—deliberate plan to perform an act

With:

Evil intent … Gen. 27:41–45

Good intent … Luke 14:28–33

Heavenly sanctions … James 4:13–17

Preparation Day

Evening … Matt. 27:57, 62

Day before Sabbath … Mark 15:42; Luke 23:54

Prepare—to make ready

A. Of spiritual things:

To build an altar … Josh. 22:26

God … Amos 4:12

God’s throne … Ps. 9:7

Heart … Ezra 7:10

The way of the Lord … Is. 40:3; Matt. 3:3

Passover … Luke 22:8, 9

Spiritual provision … Ps. 23:5

Service … 2 Tim. 2:21

Redeemed people … Rom. 9:23, 24

Blessings … 1 Cor. 2:9

B. Of eternal things:

Reward … Matt. 20:23

Kingdom … Matt. 25:34

Heaven … John 14:2, 3

Heavenly city … Heb. 11:16; Rev. 21:2

Everlasting fire … Matt. 25:41

Presbytery—the Christian eldership acting as a body

Ordination ascribed to … 1 Tim. 4:14

See Elders in the church

Presence, divine

Described as:

Majesty … 1 Chr. 16:27

Joyful … Ps. 16:11

Protective … Ps. 31:20; Ps. 91:1–16

Everywhere … Ps. 139:7

Guide … Ex. 33:14, 15

Refreshing … Acts 3:19

Present, present to—to offer

A. As an introduction of:

Joseph’s brothers to Pharaoh … Gen. 47:2

Joseph to his father … Gen. 46:29

Present, present to—continued

Dorcas to her friends … Acts 9:41

Saul to the apostles … Acts 9:26, 27

Paul to a governor … Acts 23:33

B. Descriptive of the Christian’s life as:

Living and holy sacrifice … Rom. 12:1

Chaste virgin … 2 Cor. 11:2

Holy … Col. 1:22

Perfect … Col. 1:28

Without blemish … Eph. 5:27

Resurrected … 2 Cor. 4:14

Presents—gifts

A. Offered to:

Brother … Gen. 32:13–20

King … Is. 39:1

Foreign nation … Hos. 10:6

Baby Jesus … Matt. 2:1–11

B. Purposes of:

Secure a message … 2 Kin. 8:7–10

Show friendship … 2 Kin. 20:12, 13

Show obedience … Ps. 72:10

Show reverence … Ps. 76:11

See Gifts of humankind

Preservation, God’s

A. As manifested over:

World … Neh. 9:6

King … 2 Sam. 8:6, 14

Animals … Ps. 36:6

Nation … Gen. 45:5, 7

Messiah … Is. 49:8

Apostle … 2 Tim. 4:18

Believers … 1 Thess. 5:23

Faithful … Ps. 31:23

B. Special objects of:

Those who trust Him … Ps. 16:1

Holy … Ps. 86:2

Souls of saints … Ps. 97:10

Simple … Ps. 116:6

Those who love Him … Ps. 145:20

C. Spiritual means of:

Integrity … Ps. 25:21

Lovingkindness … Ps. 40:11

Mercy and truth … Ps. 61:7

Wisdom … Prov. 4:5, 6

Losing one’s life … Luke 17:33

Prophet … Hos. 12:13

Pressure—force exerted

A. As evil:

Perversion … Gen. 19:9

Enticement … Judg. 16:16

B. As a good, to:

Hear God’s Word … Luke 5:1

Get into the kingdom … Luke 16:16

Attain a goal … Phil. 3:14

Presumption—to speak or act without warrant

A. Manifested in:

Speaking without divine warrant … Deut. 18:20–22

Acting without God’s presence … Num. 14:44, 45

Living without God … Luke 12:19–21

Performing functions without authority … Num. 16:3–11

Supposing God will not judge sin … Ps. 73:8–12

Aspiring to divine titles … Is. 14:12–15

Posing as righteous … Luke 18:11, 12

Making plans without God … James 4:13, 14

Self-will … 2 Pet. 2:10

B. Judgment upon:

Defeat … Is. 37:23–36

Loss of power … Judg. 16:20

Quick punishment … 2 Sam. 6:6, 7

Rejection … 1 Sam. 15:3, 9–23

Destruction … Lev. 10:1, 2

Pretense—a false or counterfeit profession

Pharisees condemned for … Matt. 23:14

Christ preached in truth or … Phil. 1:18

Prevail—to get the mastery over

A. Of physical force:

Waters … Gen. 7:18–24

Combat … 1 Sam. 17:50

B. Of supernatural force in:

Battle … Ex. 17:11

Combat … 1 Sam. 17:9, 50

Accomplish much … 1 Sam. 26:25

Conquest … Jer. 20:7

Victory … Rev. 5:5

Success of Christ’s church … Matt. 16:18, 19

Prevarication—evasion of truth

Ananias and Sapphira killed for … Acts 5:1–10

Solemn warning against … Col. 3:9

Subject to second death … Rev. 21:8

Prey—that which is taken by attack

Used figuratively of:

Enemies … Gen. 49:9

Innocent victims … Ezek. 22:27

Pride—a conceited sense of one’s superiority

A. Origin of, in:

Devil … Is. 14:13–15

Ambition … Dan. 5:20–23

Evil heart … Mark 7:21, 22

World … 1 John 2:16

Self-righteousness … Luke 18:11, 12

Worldly power … Ezek. 16:49, 56

B. Evils of:

Hardens the mind … Dan. 5:20

Produces spiritual decay … Hos. 7:9, 10

Keeps from real progress … Prov. 26:12

Hinders coming to God … Ps. 10:4

Issues in self-deception … Jer. 49:16

Makes people reject God’s Word … Jer. 43:2

Leads to ruin … Prov. 16:18

Hated by the Lord … Prov. 6:16, 17

Deserving of death … Rom. 1:28–32

C. Characteristic of:

Wicked … Ps. 73:6

World rulers … Hab. 2:4, 5

Last days … 2 Tim. 3:2

Priest, Levitical

A. Requirements of:

Must be a son of Aaron … Ex. 29:9

Sanctified to office … Ex. 29:44

Statute perpetual … Ex. 27:21

No physical blemish … Lev. 21:17–23

Genealogy of, necessary … Ezra 2:62

B. Duties of:

Keeping the sanctuary … Num. 3:38

Keep lamp burning continually … Ex. 27:20, 21

Continuing the sacred fire … Lev. 6:12, 13

Covering furniture when moved … Num. 4:5–15

Burning incense … Ex. 30:7, 8

Offering sacrifices … Lev. 1:1–17

Blessing the people … Num. 6:23–27

Purifying the unclean … Lev. 15:15–31

Diagnosing leprosy … Lev. 13:2–59

Blowing the trumpets … Num. 10:1–10

Carrying the ark of the covenant … Josh. 3:6–17

Teaching the Law … Lev. 10:11

C. Names of:

Aaron … Ex. 31:10

Abiathar … 1 Sam. 23:9

Ahimelech … 1 Sam. 22:11

Amariah … 2 Chr. 19:11

Ananias … Acts 23:2

Caiaphas … Matt. 26:3

Eleazar … Num. 16:39

Eli … 1 Sam. 1:9

Eliashib … Neh. 3:1

Ezekiel … Ezek. 1:3

Ezra … Ezra 7:11, 12

Hilkiah … 2 Kin. 22:4

Jehoiada … 2 Kin. 11:9

Jehozadak … Hag. 1:1

Joshua … Zech. 3:1

Maaseiah … Jer. 37:3

Pashhur … Jer. 20:1

Phinehas … Josh. 22:30

Sceva … Acts 19:14

Seraiah … 2 Kin. 25:18

Shelemiah … Neh. 13:13

Urijah … 2 Kin. 16:10

Zabud … 1 Kin. 4:5

Zacharias … Luke 1:5

Zadok … 2 Sam. 15:27

Zephaniah … 2 Kin. 25:18

See Levites

Priest, Non-Levitical

Believing:

Melchizedek … Heb. 7:1

Christ … Heb. 3:1

Jethro, priest of Midian … Ex. 3:1

Pagan:

Poti-Pherah, priest of On … Gen. 41:45, 50

Mattan (of Baal) … 2 Kin. 11:18

Priesthood of believers

Typical of Israel … 1 Pet. 2:9

Predicted in prophecy … Is. 61:6

Including all believers … Rev. 1:5, 6

Having access to God … Eph. 2:18

Body as a living sacrifice … Rom. 12:1

Spiritual sacrifices … 1 Pet. 2:5

Praise and good works … Heb. 13:15, 16

Deeds of kindness … Phil. 4:18

Priesthood of Christ

A. Superior to Aaron as:

Man; Christ the Son of God … Heb. 7:28

Sinner; Christ, sinless … Heb. 7:26, 27

Typical; Christ’s the fulfillment … Heb. 8:1–6

Subject to change; Christ’s unchangeable … Heb. 7:23, 24

Imperfect; Christ’s perfect … Heb. 7:11, 25

B. Christ as priest:

Satisfies God’s justice … Rom. 3:24–28

Pacifies God’s wrath … Rom. 5:9

Justifies the sinner … Rom. 5:1

Sanctifies the believer … 1 Cor. 1:30

Seated at right hand of God … Heb. 8:1

Mediator of a better covenant … Heb. 8:6

Obtained eternal redemption for believers … Heb. 9:12

See High priest

Prince—a ruler

A. Descriptive of:

Ruler … Judg. 5:15

Head or captain … Ex. 2:14

Noble or volunteer … Ps. 47:9

Satan … John 14:30; Eph. 2:2

B. Of the Messiah:

Of David’s line … Ezek. 34:23, 24

Reign of, forever … Ezek. 37:24, 25

Time of, determined … Dan. 9:25, 26

Reign of, peaceful … Is. 9:6

Author of life … Acts 3:15

Exalted to be Savior … Acts 5:31

Principalities—rulers

Created by Christ … Col. 1:16

Subject to Christ … Eph. 1:20, 21

Beholders of God’s redemption … Eph. 3:10

Overcome by Christ … Col. 2:15

Fighting against Christians … Eph. 6:12

Powerless against Christians … Rom. 8:38

Principles—elementary Christian truths

To be maintained … 1 Tim. 5:21

Christians must go beyond … Heb. 5:12; Heb. 6:1

Print—a recognizable sign

On the hands, desired … John 20:25

Forbidden … Lev. 19:28

Priscilla, Prisca

Wife of Aquila … Acts 18:1–3

An instructed Christian … Acts 18:26

One of Paul’s helpers … Rom. 16:3

Greetings sent from … 1 Cor. 16:19

Timothy commanded to greet … 2 Tim. 4:19

Prison—place of confinement

A. Place of:

Hard labor … Judg. 16:21, 25

Confinement … Jer. 52:11

Guards … Acts 12:3–6

Stocks … Acts 16:23, 24

Torture … Acts 22:24, 25

Execution … Matt. 14:10

B. Notable occupants of:

Joseph … Gen. 40:2, 3

Micaiah … 1 Kin. 22:26–28

Jeremiah … Jer. 32:2, 8, 12

Hanani … 2 Chr. 16:7–10

Zedekiah … Jer. 52:11

John the Baptist … Luke 3:20

Apostles … Acts 5:18, 19

Peter … Acts 12:1–4

Paul … Acts 16:24

Silas … Acts 16:25

See Imprisonment

Prisoners—those confined to jails

A. Used literally of:

Criminals … Matt. 27:15, 16

Christians … Eph. 4:1; Col. 4:10

B. Used figuratively of:

Gentiles … Is. 42:6, 7

Those in spiritual darkness … Is. 49:9; Zech. 9:11, 12

Righteous in their need … Ps. 69:33; Ps. 79:11; Ps. 146:7, 8

Privileges of believers

Access to God … Rom. 5:2

Christ’s intercession … Heb. 7:25, 26

Eternal life … John 17:2, 3

Growth assured … 1 Pet. 2:2

Holy Spirit as the Helper … John 15:26; John 16:13–15

Intercession of the Spirit … Rom. 8:26, 27

Kinship with Christ … Heb. 2:10–14

Membership in God’s kingdom … 1 Cor. 6:9–11

Names written in Book of Life … Rev. 20:15

Partakers of the divine nature … 2 Pet. 1:4

Prayers answered … John 16:23

Reconciled to God … Rom. 5:10

Suffering with Christ … Acts 5:41

Trials overcome … 1 Pet. 1:6–8

Victorious living … Rom. 8:37–39

Privileges of Israel

A. Consisted of:

Chosen by God … Deut. 7:6–8

Entrusted with God’s revelation … Rom. 3:1, 2

Blessings bestowed upon … Rom. 9:4, 5

Messiah (Christ) … Acts 2:22–39

Gospel first preached to … Acts 3:18–26

B. Lost because of:

Unbelief … Matt. 8:10–12

Spiritual hardness … John 12:37–40

Spiritual blindness … John 9:39–41

C. Now given to:

Gentiles … Matt. 21:43

Faithful remnant … Rom. 11:1–7

Church … 1 Pet. 2:5–10

Prize—a reward for faithful accomplishment

A. Described as crown of:

Righteousness … 2 Tim. 4:8

Glory … 1 Pet. 5:4

Life … James 1:12

B. Factors involved in obtaining:

Self-control … 1 Cor. 9:24–27

Following the rules … 2 Tim. 2:5

Pressing toward … Phil. 3:14

Enduring temptation … James 1:12

Looking to Jesus … Heb. 12:1, 2

Loving His appearing … 2 Tim. 4:8

Probation—a period of testing

A. Factors determining:

God’s promises … Matt. 21:33–43

Specific time … Dan. 9:24–27

Faith or unbelief … Acts 13:32–48; Rom. 10:1–21

B. None after death:

No change permitted … Luke 16:26

Judgment final … Rev. 20:11–15

Destinies eternally fixed … Matt. 25:46

Prochorus—leader in a dance

One of the seven deacons … Acts 6:5

Proclaim—to officially announce

A. Physical objects of:

Idolatrous feast … Ex. 32:4, 5

Holy convocation … Lev. 23:2, 4, 21

Year of Jubilee … Lev. 25:10

Fast … 2 Chr. 20:3

Release … Jer. 34:17

Peace … Is. 52:7

Doom … Jer. 4:15, 16

B. Spiritual objects of:

God’s name … Ex. 33:19

God’s Word … Jer. 3:12

Salvation … Is. 62:11

Procrastination—putting off something

A. Manifested in:

Delaying a decision … Matt. 19:16–22

Putting other things first … Luke 9:59–62

Presuming on tomorrow … Prov. 27:1

Postponing service … 2 Cor. 8:10–14

Rejecting reproof … Prov. 29:1

B. Evils of, missing:

Salvation … 2 Cor. 6:1

Life’s importance … Eccl. 12:1

God’s opportunity … Jer. 13:16

Prodigal son

Parable concerning … Luke 15:11–32

Profane—to act or speak irreverently of holy things; defile

A. Manifested in:

Breaking God’s Law … Amos 2:7

Defiling God’s house … Mal. 1:12, 13

Not observing the Sabbath … Neh. 13:17, 18

Committing abominations … Mal. 2:10, 11

Idolatry … Lev. 18:21

Swearing falsely … Lev. 19:12

Illegal marriages … Lev. 21:14, 15

Blemished service … Lev. 21:21–23

Idle words … 2 Tim. 2:16

B. Punishment of:

Excommunication … Lev. 19:8

Death … Lev. 21:9

Destruction … Ezek. 28:16

Profession—to declare one’s faith publicly

Harmful … 1 Tim. 6:20, 21

Inconsistent … Titus 1:16

Degrading … Rom. 1:22

Tragic … Matt. 7:23

Profit—gain

A. Things empty of:

Wickedness … Prov. 10:2

Riches … Prov. 11:4

Labor without God … Eccl. 2:11

Lying words … Jer. 7:8

World … Matt. 16:26

Flesh … John 6:63

Word without faith … Heb. 4:2

Mere profession … James 2:14, 16

B. Things full of:

Spiritual gifts … 1 Cor. 12:7

Godliness … 1 Tim. 4:8

Inspired Word … 2 Tim. 3:16

Good works … Titus 3:8

Love … 1 Cor. 13:3

Prognosticators—those who profess to know the future

Help from, vain … Is. 47:13–15

Prohibition—restraint placed against evil tendencies

A. Against:

Idolatry … 1 John 5:21

Drunkenness … Luke 21:34

Uncleanness … Eph. 4:18, 19

Worldliness … 1 John 2:15–17

B. Based upon:

Sanctity of the body … 1 Cor. 6:13–20

New life in Christ … Col. 3:1–10

God’s holiness … 1 Pet. 1:14–16

Promises of God

A. Described as:

Never failing … Josh. 23:5–15; 1 Kin. 8:56

Backed by God’s oath … Heb. 6:12–20

Fulfilled on schedule … Acts 7:6, 17; Gal. 4:4

Given to Israel … Rom. 9:4

Confirmed by Christ … Rom. 15:8

Kept by faith … Rom. 4:20, 21; Heb. 11:13–40

Centered in Christ … 2 Cor. 1:20; 2 Tim. 1:1

Exceedingly great … 2 Pet. 1:4

Not slow … 2 Pet. 3:4–13

B. Objects of, for Israel:

Land of Palestine … Acts 7:5; Heb. 11:9

Davidic kingship … 2 Chr. 6:10–16

Messiah … Acts 13:23–33

Gospel … Acts 10:43

New heart … Jer. 31:33

C. Objects of, for Christians:

Holy Spirit … Luke 24:49

Salvation … Acts 2:39

Kingdom … James 2:5

Life eternal … Titus 1:2

Crown of life … James 1:12

New earth … 2 Pet. 3:13

See Messiah, the

Promises to believers (see Privileges of believers)

Promotion—advancement in status

Deserved … Gen. 41:38–42

Desirable … Prov. 4:8

Divine … Ps. 75:6, 7

Despicable … Num. 22:17, 37

Property—material possessions

Acquired by:

Industry … Gen. 31:36–42

Inheritance … Eccl. 2:21

Purchase … Gen. 23:7–20

Deception … 1 Kin. 21:1–16

See Ownership

Prophecy—inspired foretelling of events

A. Characteristics of:

Given by God … Is. 41:22, 23

Centered in Christ … Luke 24:26, 27, 44

Inspired by the Spirit … 2 Pet. 1:21

Not of one’s own interpretation … 2 Pet. 1:20

Brings blessings … Rev. 1:3

Always relevant … Rev. 22:10

Must not be changed by anyone … Rev. 22:18, 19

B. True, based on:

Inspiration … Mic. 3:8

Foreknowledge … Is. 42:9

C. False, evidenced by:

Nonfulfillment … Jer. 28:1–17

Peaceful message … Jer. 23:17–22

Apostasy from God … Deut. 13:1–5

Lying … Jer. 23:25–34

D. Fulfillment of:

Unconditional … Ezek. 12:25–28

Sometimes:

Conditional … Jon. 3:1–10

Dated … Dan. 9:24–27

Nonliteral … Matt. 17:10–12

Unrecognized by Jews … Acts 13:27–29

Interpretation of, needed … Luke 24:25–44

Often referred to … Matt. 1:22, 23; Matt. 2:14–23

Prophetess—a female prophet

A. Good:

Miriam … Ex. 15:20, 21

Deborah … Judg. 4:4, 5

Huldah … 2 Kin. 22:12–20

Isaiah’s wife … Is. 8:1–3

Anna … Luke 2:36

Daughters of Philip … Acts 21:8, 9

Prophecy concerning … Joel 2:28

B. False:

Women of Judah … Ezek. 13:17

Noadiah … Neh. 6:14

Jezebel … Rev. 2:20

Prophets—inspired messengers

A. Described as:

God’s servants … Zech. 1:6

God’s messengers … 2 Chr. 36:15

Holy prophets … Luke 1:70

Holy men … 2 Pet. 1:21

Watchmen … Ezek. 3:17

Prophets of God … Ezra 5:2

False … Mark 13:22

B. Message of:

Centered in Christ … Luke 10:24

Interpreted by Christ … Luke 24:27, 44

United in testimony … Acts 3:21, 24

Contains grace and salvation … 1 Pet. 1:9–12

Abiding revelation … Matt. 5:17, 18

Prophets, names of

Enoch … Gen. 5:21, 24

Noah … Gen. 9:25–27

Abraham … Gen. 20:1, 7

Jacob … Gen. 49:1

Aaron … Ex. 7:1

Moses … Deut. 18:18

Joshua … 1 Kin. 16:34

One sent to Israel … Judg. 6:8–10

One sent to Eli … 1 Sam. 2:27–36

Samuel … 1 Sam. 3:20

David … Acts 2:25, 30

Nathan … 2 Sam. 7:2

Zadok … 2 Sam. 15:27

Gad … 2 Sam. 24:11–14

Ahijah … 1 Kin. 11:29

One of Judah … 1 Kin. 13:1

Iddo … 2 Chr. 9:29; 12:15

Shemaiah … 2 Chr. 12:5, 7, 15

Azariah … 2 Chr. 15:1–8

Hanani … 2 Chr. 16:7–10

Jehu … 1 Kin. 16:1, 7, 12

Elijah … 1 Kin. 17:1

Elisha … 1 Kin. 19:16

Micaiah … 1 Kin. 22:7, 8

Jonah … 2 Kin. 14:25

Isaiah … 2 Kin. 19:2

Hosea … Hos. 1:1

Amos … Amos 1:1

Micah … Mic. 1:1

Oded … 2 Chr. 28:9

Nahum … Nah. 1:1

Joel … Joel 1:1

Zephaniah … Zeph. 1:1

Jeduthun … 2 Chr. 35:15

Jeremiah … 2 Chr. 36:12, 21

Habakkuk … Hab. 1:1

Obadiah … Obad. 1

Ezekiel … Ezek. 1:3

Daniel … Matt. 24:15

Haggai … Ezra 5:1

Zechariah … Ezra 5:1; Zech. 1:1

Malachi … Mal. 1:1

Zacharias (same as Zechariah) … Luke 1:67

John the Baptist … Luke 7:26–28

Agabus … Acts 11:28

Paul … 1 Tim. 4:1

Peter … 2 Pet. 2:1, 2

John … Rev. 1:1

Judas … Acts 15:32

Silas … Acts 15:32

Prophets in the New Testament

A. Office of, based upon:

Christ’s prophetic office … Deut. 18:15, 18

Old Testament prediction … Joel 2:28; Acts 2:18

Holy Spirit’s coming … John 16:7, 13

Divine institution … 1 Cor. 12:28

B. Functions of:

Strengthen … Acts 15:32

Define God’s will … Acts 13:1–3

Predict the future … Acts 21:10, 11

Propitiation—appeasing or conciliating

Elements in Christ’s:

Dying for others’ sins … 1 Pet. 1:18, 19

Satisfying God’s justice … Rom. 3:25, 26

Reconciling God and humankind … 2 Cor. 5:18, 19

Offering believing sinner perfect righteousness … 2 Cor. 5:20, 21

Proselyte—convert to Judaism

A. Regulations imposed upon:

Circumcision … Gen. 17:13

Observance of the Law … Ex. 12:48, 49

Obedience to the covenant … Deut. 29:10–13

Association with Israel … Ruth 1:16

Separation from heathenism … Ezra 6:21

Participation in feasts … John 12:20–22; Acts 8:27

B. Special significance of:

Typical of Gentile converts … Is. 56:3–8

Concerned about Christ … John 12:20, 21

Among early converts … Acts 6:5

Source of Gentile church … Acts 13:42–46

Prosperity—a state of material or spiritual bountifulness

A. Kinds of:

Material … 1 Cor. 16:2

National … Ezek. 16:13, 14

Personal … Dan. 6:28

Deceitful … 1 Kin. 22:12, 15

Evil … Ps. 73:12

Spiritual … 3 John 2

Divine … Is. 53:10

B. Of the righteous:

Promised … Ps. 1:3

Prayed for … Neh. 1:11

Perplexed … Jer. 12:1–3

C. Of the wicked:

Lack of understanding over … Ps. 73:3–12

Righteous must not fret over … Ps. 37:7

Terrible end of … Jer. 20:11

D. Hindrances to:

Transgression … 2 Chr. 24:20

Hiding one’s sins … Prov. 28:13

Distrust of the Lord … Jer. 2:36, 37

E. True secrets of:

Lord’s blessings … Ps. 35:27

Keeping God’s Law … Josh. 1:7, 8

God’s guidance … Gen. 24:40–56

Trust in God … Neh. 2:20

Dedication to God … 2 Chr. 31:20, 21

Listening to God’s prophets … Ezra 6:14

Belief in God’s Word … 2 Chr. 20:20

Obedience to God … Job 36:11

F. Perils of:

Forgetting God … Deut. 8:10–12; Prov. 30:7–9

Rebellion … Jer. 22:21

Prostitute—one engaged in promiscuous sexual activity

Forbidden … Lev. 19:29

Prostitution (see Harlot)

Protection, divine

A. Characteristics of:

Continuous … Ps. 121:3–8

Unfailing … Josh. 1:5

Assuring … Is. 41:10

Persevering … John 10:28–30

Satisfying … 2 Cor. 12:9, 10

Necessary … Ps. 124:1–5

B. Provided against:

Evil … 2 Thess. 3:3

Temptation … 1 Cor. 10:13

Persecution … Rev. 3:10

Enemies … Ps. 56:9

Falling … Jude 24

Dangers … Ps. 91:3–7

Calamities … Ps. 57:1

Protector, divine

God as … Ps. 18:2

Christ as … 2 Tim. 4:17, 18

Proud—the defiant and haughty

A. Descriptive of:

Moabites … Jer. 48:29

Babylonians … Jer. 50:29–32

Wicked … Ps. 17:9, 10

Scoffers … Prov. 21:24

Liars … Ps. 119:69

B. God’s attitude toward:

Does not respect … Ps. 40:4

Rebukes … Ps. 119:21

Resists … James 4:6

See Pride

Prove—to show something to be true

Objects of, among Christians:

Love … 2 Cor. 8:8

Sacrifice … Rom. 12:2

Faith … 2 Cor. 13:5

Works … Gal. 6:4

Abilities … 1 Tim. 3:10

Blessing … Mal. 3:10

Proverb—a wise saying

A. Descriptive of:

Wise saying … 1 Sam. 24:13

Something generally accepted … Ezek. 12:22, 23

Object of taunt … Deut. 28:37

Figurative language … John 16:25, 29

B. Characteristics of:

Brief … 1 Sam. 10:12

Striking statement … Luke 4:23

Authoritative … Prov. 1:1–6

Emphasis by repetition … Prov. 3:17

Proverbs, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Tribute to wisdom … Prov. 1; 2

Against immorality … Prov. 5:1–23

Parental counsel … Prov. 6; 7

Miscellaneous proverbs … Prov. 10–24

Proverbs of Agur and Lemuel … Prov. 30:1–31:9

The worthy woman … Prov. 31:10–31

Providence—divine guidance of people and things

A. Described as:

Universal … Ps. 103:19

Purposive … Gen. 45:5–8

Righteous … Ps. 145:17

Something mysterious … Job 11:7–9

Irresistible … Dan. 4:35

B. Manifested, in the world, in God’s:

Preserving the world … Neh. 9:6

Providing for His possessions … Ps. 104:27, 28

Guiding world events … Acts 17:26, 27

Ruling over the elements … Is. 50:2, 3

Preserving nature … Gen. 8:22

Ordering one’s life … Ps. 75:6, 7

Controlling minute details … Matt. 10:29, 30

C. Attitude of believers toward:

Acknowledge in prosperity … 1 Chr. 29:11, 12; Prov. 3:6

Humble himself before in adversity … Job 1:21; Ps. 119:75

Remember God’s hand … Ps. 37:1–40; Ps. 139:10

Province—a governmental district

A. Ruled by:

Governors … Esth. 3:12

Proconsuls … Acts 13:4, 7

Kings … Esth. 1:1

B. Characteristics of:

Numerous … Esth. 1:1

Ruled by one man … Dan. 2:48, 49

Justice perverted in … Eccl. 5:8

People, citizens of … Acts 23:34

News spreads to … Esth. 9:4

C. Of the Roman Empire:

Achaia … Acts 18:12

Asia … Acts 19:10

Bithynia … Acts 16:7

Cappadocia … Acts 2:9

Cyprus … Acts 13:4

Egypt … Matt. 2:13

Galatia … Acts 16:6

Judea … Luke 1:5

Macedonia … Acts 16:12

Pamphylia … Acts 13:13

Lycia … Acts 27:5

Syria … Matt. 4:24

Provision

Provide for own house … 1 Tim. 5:8

Provide for poor … Is. 58:7

Provoke—to agitate another’s soul

A. Between people:

Two women … 1 Sam. 1:7

Peoples (nations) … Rom. 10:19

Father and children … Eph. 6:4

B. Causes of, between God and humankind:

Evil … Deut. 4:25

Sins … 1 Kin. 16:2

Harlotry … Ezek. 16:26

Prudence—wisdom applied to practical matters

A. Characteristics of:

Dwells with wisdom … Prov. 8:12

Observant … Prov. 14:15

Foresees evil … Prov. 22:3

Regards reproof … Prov. 15:5

Acts with knowledge … Prov. 13:16

Crowned with knowledge … Prov. 14:18

Keeps silent … Amos 5:13

B. Descriptive of:

David … 1 Sam. 16:18

Solomon … 2 Chr. 2:12

Messiah … Is. 52:13

Wife … Prov. 19:14

Believers … Hos. 14:9

Worldly wise … Matt. 11:25

C. Examples of:

Jacob … Gen. 32:3–23

Joseph … Gen. 41:39–49

Gideon … Judg. 8:1–3

Prune—to cut back plants for the purpose of producing more growth

Vineyards … Lev. 25:3, 4

Figurative of God’s care … Is. 5:6; John 15:2

Hooks used for … Is. 2:4; Is. 18:5

Psalm—a spiritual song

Some written by David … 2 Sam. 23:1

Prophetic of Christ … Luke 24:44





Used in worship … Ps. 95:2

Used in church … 1 Cor. 14:26

Psalms, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Book I—The Genesis Book Concerning Man … Ps. 1–41

Blessed are the righteous … Ps. 1

The holy hill … Ps. 15

God’s creation … Ps. 19

Messianic Psalm … Ps. 22

Prayer for God’s help … Ps. 28

Book II—The Exodus Book Concerning Israel as a Nation … Ps. 42–72

Psalm of longing … Ps. 42

Prayer for cleansing … Ps. 51

Prayer for deliverance … Ps. 70

Book III—The Leviticus Book Concerning the Sanctuary … Ps. 73–89

Prayer for restoration … Ps. 80

Book IV—The Numbers Book Concerning Israel and the Nation … Ps. 90–106

The Lord reigns … Ps. 93

God’s wondrous works … Ps. 105

Book V—The Deuteronomy Book Concerning God and His Word … Ps. 107–150

On God’s commandments … Ps. 119

Psalm of faithfulness … Ps. 128

God is gracious … Ps. 145

Psalms of praise … Ps. 149; Ps. 150

Psaltery—a musical instrument

Used in:

Government proclamations … Dan. 3:5, 10

Ptolemais—a seaport city south of Tyre

Paul lands at … Acts 21:7

Same as Acco. Judg. 1:31

Public opinion

Rescues Jonathan … 1 Sam. 14:45

Delays John’s death … Matt. 14:1–5

Protects the apostles … Acts 5:26

Makes Saul sin … 1 Sam. 15:24

Increases Pilate’s guilt … Matt. 27:21–26

Incites persecution … Acts 12:1–3

Publish—to proclaim publicly

Descriptive of:

Message of doom … Jon. 3:7

News of a healing … Mark 1:45

News of deliverance … Mark 5:20

Publius—common

Roman official; entertains Paul … Acts 28:7, 8

Pudens—modest

Believer at Rome … 2 Tim. 4:21

Pul—strong

1. King of Assyria; same as Tiglath-Pileser … 2 Kin. 15:19

2. Country and people in Africa … Is. 66:19

Punishment, everlasting (see Hell; Eternal, everlasting)

Punishments—penalties inflicted on criminals

A. Agents of:

State … Rom. 13:1–4

Nation … Josh. 7:25

Prophet … 1 Sam. 15:33

Witnesses … John 8:3–7

Soldiers … Matt. 27:27–35

B. Kinds of (noncapital):

Imprisonment … Matt. 5:25

Fine … Ex. 21:22

Restitution … Ex. 22:3–6

Retaliation … Deut. 19:21

Scourging … Acts 22:25

Bondage … Matt. 18:25

Banishment … Rev. 1:9

Torture … Heb. 11:35

Mutilation … Judg. 1:5–7

C. Kinds of (capital):

Burning … Gen. 38:24

Hanging … Esth. 7:9, 10

Crucifying … Matt. 27:35

Beheading … Mark 6:16, 27

Stoning … Lev. 24:14

Cutting in pieces … Dan. 2:5

Exposing to lions … Dan. 6:16, 24

Killing with the sword … Acts 12:2

See Capital punishment

Punites

Descendants of Puah … Num. 26:23

Punon

Israelite camp … Num. 33:42, 43

Pur—a lot

Cast for Jews’ slaughter … Esth. 3:7

Origin of Purim … Esth. 9:24–26

Purah—branch

Gideon’s servant … Judg. 7:10, 11

Purchase—to buy

A. Used literally of:

Cave … Gen. 49:32

Field … Jer. 32:9–16

Wife … Ruth 4:10

B. Used figuratively of:

Israel’s redemption … Ex. 15:16

God’s gifts … Acts 8:20

Church … Acts 20:28

Pure, purity—uncontaminated with dross or evil

A. Descriptive of:

Chastity … 1 Tim. 5:2

Innocent … Acts 20:26

Regenerated … Titus 1:15

B. Applied figuratively to God’s:

Law … Ps. 19:8

Word … Ps. 119:140

Wisdom … James 3:17

C. Applied figuratively to the believer’s:

Heart … Ps. 24:4

Mind … 2 Pet. 3:1

Conscience … 1 Tim. 3:9

Language … Zeph. 3:9

Hands … Job 22:30

D. Applied to the Christian’s life:

Source … Titus 1:15

Command … 1 Tim. 4:12

Means … Phil. 4:8

Outward manifestation … James 1:27

Inward evidence … 1 Tim. 1:5

Goal … 1 John 3:3

Reward … Matt. 5:8

False … Prov. 20:9

E. Applied symbolically to:

New Jerusalem … Rev. 21:18, 21

Purge—to cleanse thoroughly

A. Used, in the Old Testament, ceremonially of:

Cleansing … Ezek. 20:38

Separation from idolatry … 2 Chr. 34:3, 8

B. Used, in the Old Testament, figuratively of:

Reformation … Ezek. 24:13

Regeneration … Is. 4:4

Sanctification … Is. 1:25

Forgiveness … Ps. 51:7

Consecration … Is. 6:7

Atonement … Mal. 3:3, 4

Purification—ceremonial or spiritual cleansing

A. Objects of:

Israelites at Sinai … Ex. 19:10

Priests at ordination … Ex. 29:4

Levites at ordination … Num. 8:6, 7

Offerings … 2 Chr. 4:6

High priest … Lev. 16:4, 24

Unclean people … Lev. 15:2–13

Nazirite after vow … Acts 21:24, 26

B. Accomplished by:

Sprinkling … Num. 19:13–18

Washing parts of the body … Ex. 30:18, 19

Washing the whole body … Lev. 8:6

Running water … Lev. 15:13

C. Figurative of:

Christ’s atonement … Mal. 3:3

Regeneration … Acts 15:9

Sanctification … James 4:8

Obedience … 1 Pet. 1:22

Purim—lots

Jewish festival celebrating being rescued from Haman’s plot … Esth. 9:26–28

Purple

Used in the tabernacle … Ex. 25:4

Sign of riches … Luke 16:19

Worn by royalty … Judg. 8:26

Lydia, seller of … Acts 16:14

Purposes of God

Characteristics of:

Centered in Christ … Eph. 3:11; 1 John 3:8

Unknown to the wise … Is. 19:11, 12

Made known … Jer. 50:45

Irreversible … Jer. 4:28

Planned … Is. 23:9

Fulfilled … Rom. 9:11

Victorious … 2 Chr. 32:2–22

Certain … Is. 46:11

Purposes of humankind

A. Good:

Hindered by evildoers … Ezra 4:5

Known by others … 2 Tim. 3:10

Permitted … Dan. 1:8–16

Accomplished … 1 Kin. 5:5

Determined … Ps. 17:3

Delayed … Acts 19:21

Not vacillating … 2 Cor. 1:17

B. Evil:

Known by God … Jer. 49:30

Designed against the righteous … Ps. 140:4

Hindered … Dan. 6:17–23

Purse—a bag

One, forbidden … Prov. 1:14

Pursue—to go after

“Enemy said, ‘I will’” … Ex. 15:9

“Shall flee when no one” … Lev. 26:17

“I will arise and” … 2 Sam. 17:1

“Seek peace and” … Ps. 34:14

“Blood shall” … Ezek. 35:6

Put—foreign bowman

1. Third son of Ham … Gen. 10:6

2. Warriors (Libyans) allied with Egypt … Ezek. 27:10

Same as Libyans … Jer. 46:9

Puteoli—little wells

Seaport of Italy … Acts 28:13

Puthites

Descendants of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:50, 53

Putiel—God enlightens

Father-in-law of Eleazar … Ex. 6:25

Puvah, Puah—utterance

1. Issachar’s second son … Gen. 46:13

Called Puah; descendants of Punites … Num. 26:23

2. Father of Tola, Israel’s judge … Judg. 10:1


Q

Qoph

Nineteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:145–152

Quail—a small bird

Sent to satisfy hunger … Ex. 16:12, 13

Sent as a judgment … Num. 11:31–34

Quarantine—restricted in public contacts

Required of lepers … Lev. 13:45, 46

Miriam consigned … Num. 12:14–16

Imposed under King Azariah … 2 Kin. 15:1–5

Quarrel—a dispute

A. Caused by:

Flesh … James 4:1, 2

Hatred … Mark 6:18, 19

B. Productive of:

Friction … Matt. 20:20–24

Separation … Acts 15:37–40

C. Resolved by:

Gentleness … 2 Tim. 2:24–26

Forgiveness … Col. 3:13

Unity of mind … Phil. 2:3, 4

Love … Prov. 10:12

See Contention; Strife

Quartus—fourth

Christian at Corinth … Rom. 16:23

Queen—a king’s wife

A. Applied to:

Queen regent … 1 Kin. 10:1–13

Heathen deity … Jer. 44:15–30

Mystical Babylon … Rev. 18:7

B. Names of:

Of Sheba … 1 Kin. 10:1

Vashti … Esth. 1:9

Esther … Esth. 5:3

Candace … Acts 8:27

Tahpenes … 1 Kin. 11:19

Of heaven … Jer. 7:18

Of the South … Matt. 12:42

Quench—to extinguish

A. Applied literally to:

Fire … Num. 11:2

Thirst … Ps. 104:11

B. Applied figuratively to:

Love … Song 8:7

God’s wrath … 2 Kin. 22:17

Spirit … 1 Thess. 5:19

Persecution … Heb. 11:34

Question—an inquiry

Asked by:

The wicked … Matt. 22:16–40; John 18:33–38

Jesus’ disciples … Matt. 18:1–6; Acts 1:6

Jesus … Matt. 22:41–45

Queen of Sheba … 2 Chr. 9:1, 2

Quietness—noiselessness

A. Descriptive of:

People … Judg. 18:7, 27

City … 2 Kin. 11:20

Nation … 2 Chr. 14:1, 5

Earth … Is. 14:7

B. Realization of:

Predicted … Is. 32:17, 18

Comes from God … 1 Chr. 22:9

Preferred … Prov. 17:1

To be sought … 1 Thess. 4:11

Undeniable … Acts 19:36

Commanded … 2 Thess. 3:12

Obtainable … Ps. 131:2

Very valuable … 1 Pet. 3:4

Rewarded … Is. 30:15

Quirinius

Roman governor of Syria … Luke 2:1–4

Quitters, quitting

Unworthy … Luke 9:62

Believers should not be … Gal. 6:9; 2 Thess. 3:13

Press on … Phil. 3:12–14

Continue … 2 Tim. 3:14

Quiver—a case for carrying arrows

A. Used by:

Hunters … Gen. 27:3

Soldiers … Job 39:23; Is. 22:6

B. Figurative of:

Children … Ps. 127:5

Messiah … Is. 49:2

Quotations

A. Introduced by:

“The Holy Spirit” … Acts 28:25

“As it is written” … Rom. 15:9

“The Scripture” … Gal. 3:8

Old Testament writers … Rom. 10:5–20

B. Purposes of:

Cite fulfillment … Matt. 1:22, 23

Confirm a truth … Matt. 4:4

Prove a doctrine … Rom. 4:5–8

Show the true meaning … Acts 2:25–36


R

Raamah—trembling

Son of Cush … Gen. 10:6, 7

Father of Sheba and Dedan … Gen. 10:7

Noted traders … Ezek. 27:22

Raamiah—Yahweh has thundered

Postexilic chief … Neh. 7:7

Same as Reelaiah … Ezra 2:2

Raamses, Rameses—Ra (Egyptian sun-god) created him

Treasure city built by Hebrew slaves … Ex. 1:11

Jacob’s family settles in … Gen. 47:10, 11

Rabbah—great

1. Town of Judah … Josh. 15:60

2. Capital of Ammon … Amos 1:14

Bedstead of Og here … Deut. 3:11

On Gad’s boundary … Josh. 13:25

Besieged by Joab … 2 Sam. 12:26

Defeated and enslaved by David … 2 Sam. 12:29–31

Destruction of, foretold … Jer. 49:2, 3

Rabbi, Rabboni—my master

A. Applied to:

John the Baptist … John 3:26

Jesus Christ … John 3:2; John 1:38, 49

B. Significance of:

Coveted title … Matt. 23:6, 7

Forbidden by Christ … Matt. 23:8

Expressive of imperfect faith … Mark 14:45; John 20:16

Rabbith—multitude

Frontier town of Issachar … Josh. 19:20

Rabmag—head of the Magi

Title applied to Nergal-Sharezer … Jer. 39:3, 13

Rabsaris—head chamberlain

Title applied to:

Assyrian officials sent by Sennacherib … 2 Kin. 18:17

Babylonian Nebushasban … Jer. 39:13

Babylonian prince … Jer. 39:3

Rabshakeh—head of the cupbearers

King of Assyria sent … 2 Kin. 18:17; Is. 36:2

Hezekiah told the words of … Is. 36:22

Carries message reproaching God … 2 Kin. 19:4

Raca—a term of insult

Use of, forbidden by Christ … Matt. 5:21, 22

Race, Christian

Requirements of:

Discipline … 1 Cor. 9:24–27

Patience … Eccl. 9:11

Steadfastness … Gal. 5:7

Race, human

Unity of … Gen. 3:20

Divisions of … Gen. 10:1–32

Scattering of … Gen. 11:1–9

Bounds of … Acts 17:26

Depravity of … Rom. 1:18–32

Salvation of … John 3:16

Rachal—trader

City in Judah … 1 Sam. 30:29

Rachel—ewe

Laban’s younger daughter; Jacob’s favorite wife … Gen. 29:28–30

Supports her husband’s position … Gen. 31:14–16

Steals Laban’s idols … Gen. 31:19, 32–35

Mother of Joseph and Benjamin … Gen. 30:22–25

Dies in childbirth … Gen. 35:1, 16–19

Prophecy concerning, quoted … Jer. 31:15; Matt. 2:18

Rachel, tomb of

At Bethlehem—first mention of in Bible … Gen. 35:19, 20

Racial relations

Salvation is for all … Eph. 2:11–22; Eph. 3:7–9

All are same in Christ … Col. 3:9–11

Raddai—Yahweh has subdued

One of David’s brothers … 1 Chr. 2:13–15

Radiance in life

Produced by:

Wisdom … Prov. 4:7–9

Soul winning … Dan. 12:3

Transfiguration … Matt. 17:2

Beholding the Lord … Ps. 34:5; 2 Cor. 3:7–18

Loving God’s law … Ps. 119:165

Rafters—timbers used to support a roof

Made of fir … Song 1:17

Rage—raving and violent madness; fury

A. Descriptive of:

Sea … Luke 8:24

Anger … Dan. 3:13

Nations … Ps. 2:1

B. Caused by:

Insane madness … 2 Chr. 16:7–10

Supposed insult … 2 Kin. 5:11, 12

Jealousy … Prov. 6:34

Insolence against God … 2 Kin. 19:27, 28

Rags—tattered and spoiled clothing

Used as cushions … Jer. 38:11–13

Reward of drowsiness … Prov. 23:21

Our righteousness like … Is. 64:6

Rahab—violence

Prostitute living in Jericho … Josh. 2:1

Concealed Joshua’s spies … Josh. 2:1–24

Spared by invading Israelites … Josh. 6:17–25

Included among the faithful … Heb. 11:31

Cited as an example … James 2:25

Ancestress of Christ … Matt. 1:5

Rahab—pride, arrogance

Used figuratively of Egypt … Ps. 87:4

Translated “the proud” … Job 9:13

Raham—pity

Descendant of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:44

Rain—water falling from clouds

A. Features concerning:

Sent by God … Jer. 14:22

Sent on all mankind … Matt. 5:45

Sign of God’s goodness … Deut. 28:12

Controlled by God’s decrees … Job 28:26; Job 37:6

Withheld because of sin … Deut. 11:17

Sent as a result of judgment … Gen. 7:4

Former and latter … Jer. 5:24

To be prayed for … 1 Kin. 8:35, 36

B. Figurative of:

God’s Word … Is. 55:10, 11

Spiritual blessing … Ps. 72:6

Righteousness … Hos. 10:12

Final judgment … Matt. 7:24–27

Hell … Ps. 11:6

Earth’s ingathering … James 5:7

Rainbow

Appears after the Flood … Gen. 9:12, 13

Sign of God’s covenant … Gen. 9:16, 17

On angel’s head … Rev. 10:1

Over God’s throne … Rev. 4:3

Raisins—dried grapes

Nourishing food … 1 Sam. 25:18

Provided for David … 2 Sam. 16:1

Rakem—variegated

Manassite … 1 Chr. 7:16

Rakkath—bank, shore

Fortified city of Naphtali … Josh. 19:32, 35

Rakkon—shore

Danite village … Josh. 19:40, 46

Ram—high, exalted

1. Ancestor of David … Ruth 4:19

Ancestor of Christ … Matt. 1:3, 4

2. Man of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:25, 27

Ram—a male sheep

Used as food … Gen. 31:38

Used in offerings … Gen. 22:13

Appointed for certain offerings … Lev. 5:15

Skin of, used as coverings … Ex. 26:14

Horns of, used as trumpets … Josh. 6:4–13

Ram—an instrument of war

Used to destroy gates and walls … Ezek. 4:2

Ramah

1. Town of Asher … Josh. 19:24, 29

2. City of Naphtali … Josh. 19:32, 36

3. Benjamite city near Jerusalem … Josh. 18:21, 25

Deborah’s palm tree near here … Judg. 4:5

Fortress built … 1 Kin. 15:17–22

Gathering of captives … Jer. 40:1

Reinhabited after the Exile … Ezra 2:26

Probable site of Rachel’s tomb … 1 Sam. 10:2

Samuel’s headquarters … 1 Sam. 7:15, 17

David flees to … 1 Sam. 19:18–23

4. Town called Ramoth Gilead … 2 Kin. 8:28, 29

Ramathaim Zophim

Home of Elkanah … 1 Sam. 1:1

Also called “Ramah” … 1 Sam. 1:19

See Ramah 4

Ramathite—an inhabitant of Ramah

Shimei called … 1 Chr. 27:27

Ramath Mizpah—a town in Palestine

An inheritance of Gad … Josh. 13:24–26

Ramoth—high places

1. Town of Issachar; possibly same as Remeth and Jarmuth … Josh. 19:21; Josh. 21:28, 29; 1 Chr. 6:73

2. Town of the south; see Ramah

3. Town of Gilead … Deut. 4:43

4. A son of Bani … Ezra 10:29

Ramoth Gilead

City of refuge east of Jordan … Deut. 4:43; Josh. 20:8; 1 Chr. 6:80

Site of Ahab’s fatal conflict with Syrians … 1 Kin. 22:1–39

Rampart—a city’s outer fortification

Around:

Certain cities … 2 Sam. 20:15

Ransom—to redeem by a payment

A. Of person, for:

Israelites … Ex. 30:12–16

Murderer, forbidden … Num. 35:31, 32

Brother, impossible … Ps. 49:7, 8

B. Of Christ:

For all … Matt. 20:28

From grave … Hos. 13:14

From Satan … Jer. 31:11

Cause of joy … Is. 35:10

Rapacity—seizing others’ goods; covetous

Descriptive of Satan … 1 Pet. 5:8

Characteristic of false teachers … Luke 20:45–47

Rape—forced sexual relations

A. Features concerning:

Death penalty for … Deut. 22:25–27

Captives subjected to … Is. 13:16

B. Example of:

Tamar by Amnon … 2 Sam. 13:6–29, 32, 33

Rapha, Raphah—He (God) has healed

1. Benjamin’s fifth son … 1 Chr. 8:1, 2

But not listed … Gen. 46:21

2. Descendant of Jonathan … 1 Chr. 8:37

Called Rephaiah … 1 Chr. 9:43

3. Same word translated “giant” … 2 Sam. 21:16–20

Raphu—cured

Benjamite … Num. 13:9

Rapture, the—translation of saved at Christ’s return

Not all will sleep … 1 Cor. 15:51; 1 Thess. 4:15, 17; 1 Cor. 15:52

Dead in Christ will rise … 1 Thess. 4:13, 14, 16

Living to be transformed … 1 Cor. 15:51–53

Saints caught up … 1 Thess. 4:16, 17

Rashness—ill-advised and hasty action

Examples of:

Moses’ killing the Egyptian … Ex. 2:11, 12

Jephthah’s vow … Judg. 11:30–39

Israel’s vow against the Benjamites … Judg. 21:1–6

Josiah’s war against Necho … 2 Chr. 35:20–24

Peter’s cutting off the ear of Malchus … John 18:10

Rationing—limits prescribed for necessities

By Joseph, to save Egypt … Gen. 41:35–57

Raven—a flesh-eating bird

A. Characteristics of:

Unclean for food … Lev. 11:15

Solitary in habit … Is. 34:11

Flesh-eating … Prov. 30:17

Black … Song 5:11

B. Special features concerning:

First creature sent from the ark … Gen. 8:7

Elijah fed by … 1 Kin. 17:4–7

Fed by God … Luke 12:24

Razor—a sharp instrument used for cutting off hair

Forbidden to:

Nazirites … Num. 6:1–5

Samson … Judg. 13:5

Mentioned in Hannah’s vow … 1 Sam. 1:11

Used by barbers … Ezek. 5:1

See Hair; Knife

Readiness—being prepared for action

A. Descriptive of:

Being prepared … Matt. 22:4, 8

Being responsive … 2 Cor. 8:11, 19

B. Objects of:

Willing people … Luke 1:17

Passover … Luke 22:12, 13

Lord’s return … Matt. 24:44

Preaching the gospel … Rom. 1:15

Reading the Bible

A. Blessings of:

Brings repentance … 2 Kin. 22:8–20

Reminds us of duties … Neh. 8:12, 13

Produces reformation … Neh. 13:1–3

Gives knowledge of prophecy … Rev. 1:3

B. Reactions to:

Responsiveness … Ex. 24:7

Rejection … Jer. 36:21–28

Rebellion … Luke 4:16–30

Request for more light … Acts 8:29–35

Research … Acts 17:10, 11

Reaiah—Yahweh has provided for

1. Reubenite … 1 Chr. 5:5

2. Founder of Nethinim family … Ezra 2:47

3. Calebite family … 1 Chr. 4:2

Real property

A. Characteristic features of:

Property desired … Gen. 23:4

Price stipulated … Gen. 33:19

Posts erected … Deut. 19:14

Posterity remembered … Num. 33:54

Publicity required … Ruth 4:1–4

Proof documented … Jer. 32:10–17

B. Unusual examples of:

Monopoly of land established … Gen. 47:20

Sale of, as a prophetic proof … Jer. 32:6–44

Mark of Beast required … Rev. 13:16, 17

Reaping

A. Provisions concerning :

Areas restricted … Lev. 19:9, 10

Times restricted … Lev. 25:1–11

Sin hinders … Jer. 12:13

B. Figurative of:

Harvest of souls … John 4:35–38

Trust in God … Matt. 6:26

Gospel age … Amos 9:13–15

Injustice … Matt. 25:26

Payment for services … 1 Cor. 9:11

Blessings … 2 Cor. 9:6

Reward for righteousness … Gal. 6:8, 9

Punishment for sin … Hos. 10:13

Judgment on the world … Rev. 14:14–16

Final judgment … Matt. 13:30–43

Reason—the faculty by which we think

A. Faculty of:

Makes people sane … Dan. 4:36

Prepares for salvation … Is. 1:18

Makes people guilty … Mark 11:31–33

B. Inadequacy of:

Biased against the truth … Mark 2:6–8

Gospel not explained by … 1 Cor. 1:18–31; 1 Cor. 2:1–14

Reba—fourth part

Midianite chief slain by Israelites … Num. 31:8; Josh. 13:21

Rebekah, Rebecca—loops of a rope

Daughter of Bethuel; sister of Laban … Gen. 22:20–23; Gen. 24:29

Becomes Isaac’s wife … Gen. 24:15–67

Mother of Esau and Jacob … Gen. 25:21–28

Poses as Isaac’s sister … Gen. 26:6–11

Disturbed by Esau’s marriages … Gen. 26:34, 35

Causes Jacob to deceive Isaac … Gen. 27:1–29

Urges Jacob to leave home … Gen. 27:42–46

Burial of, in Machpelah … Gen. 49:29–31

Mentioned by Paul … Rom. 9:10

Rebellion—active opposition to authority

A. Against:

God … Dan. 9:5, 9

God’s word … Num. 20:24

Davidic kingship … 1 Kin. 12:19

Constituted priesthood … Num. 17:1–10

Spirit … Is. 63:10

Parents … Deut. 21:18–21

B. Evil of:

Keeps from blessings … Num. 20:24

Increases sin … Job 34:37

Needs to be confessed … Dan. 9:4–12

Characterizes a people … Is. 65:2

As sin of witchcraft … 1 Sam. 15:23

See Insurrection

Rebuilding Jerusalem

Permitted by proclamation … Ezra 1:1–4

Opposed … Ezra 4:1–6; Neh. 4:1–3

Temple … Ezra 5:1, 2; Ezra 6:14, 15

Walls … Neh. 6:15, 16

Rebuke—to reprimand sharply

Jesus’ power to restrain:

Sea … Matt. 8:26

Demons … Matt. 17:18

Fever … Luke 4:39

Peter … Mark 8:33

Rebuke for sin

A. Manner of:

Before all … 1 Tim. 5:20

With long-suffering … 2 Tim. 4:2

Sharply … Titus 2:15

With all authority … Titus 2:15

B. Examples of:

Isaac by Abimelech … Gen. 26:6–11

Laban by Jacob … Gen. 31:36–42

Saul by Samuel … 1 Sam. 13:13

Ahab by Elijah … 1 Kin. 21:20

Judah by Zechariah … 2 Chr. 24:20

Israel by Ezra … Ezra 10:10, 11

David by God … Ps. 39:11

Peter by Paul … Gal. 2:11–14

Christians by God … Heb. 12:5

Church by Christ … Rev. 3:19

Receive—to take into one’s possession

A. Good things:

Word … James 1:21

Holy Spirit … Acts 2:38

Christ Jesus … Col. 2:6

Forgiveness … Acts 26:18

Petitions … 1 John 3:22

Reward … 1 Cor. 3:8, 14

Eternal life … Mark 10:30

B. Evil things:

Punishment … Rom. 1:27

Beast’s mark … Rev. 13:16

Reward for unrighteousness … 2 Pet. 2:13

Rechab—rider

1. Assassin of Ishbosheth … 2 Sam. 4:5–7

2. Father of Jehonadab, founder of the Rechabites … 2 Kin. 10:15–23

Related to the Kenites … 1 Chr. 2:55

3. Postexilic ruler … Neh. 3:14

Rechabites—descendants of Rechab

Kenite clan fathered by Rechab and believing in the simple life … Jer. 35:1–19

Rechah—softness

Place in Judah … 1 Chr. 4:12

Reciprocation—mutual interchange

Gentiles to Jews … Rom. 15:27

Students to teachers … Gal. 6:6

Recompense—to pay back in kind

A. On the righteous:

Even now … Prov. 11:31

According to one’s righteousness … Ps. 18:20, 24

Eagerly expected … Heb. 10:35

At the resurrection of the just … Luke 14:14

B. On the unrighteous:

Justly deserved … Rom. 1:27

Belongs to God only … Heb. 10:30

Will surely come … Jer. 51:56

To the next generation … Jer. 32:18

Fully at the Second Advent … 2 Thess. 1:6

Reconciliation—making peace between enemies

A. Effected on people while:

Helpless … Rom. 5:6

Sinners … Rom. 5:8

Enemies of God … Rom. 5:10

God-haters … Col. 1:21

B. Accomplished by:

God in Christ … 2 Cor. 5:18

Christ’s death … Rom. 5:10

Christ’s blood … Eph. 2:13

C. Productive of:

Peace with God … Rom. 5:1

Access to God … Rom. 5:2

Union of Jews and Gentiles … Eph. 2:14

Recorder—high court official

Records events … 2 Sam. 8:16

Represents the king … 2 Kin. 18:18

Repairs the temple … 2 Chr. 34:8

Recover—to restore lost things

A. Of sickness:

By remedy … 2 Kin. 20:7

By a miracle … 2 Kin. 5:3–14

Sought from idols … 2 Kin. 1:2–17

B. Of physical things:

Defeat in war … 2 Chr. 13:19, 20

Conquered territory … 2 Sam. 8:3

Captured people … Jer. 41:16

Recreation—relaxation and restoration

Among children, natural … Zech. 8:5

Among adults, sometimes boring … Eccl. 2:1–11

Lord’s place in … Jer. 33:11

Of the wicked, evil … Judg. 16:25

Red—being red or ruddy

Blood … 2 Kin. 3:22

Wine … Prov. 23:31

Complexion … Lam. 4:7

Sky … Matt. 16:2

Dyed rams’ skins … Ex. 36:19

Red dragon—another name for Satan

Seen in John’s vision … Rev. 12:3–17

Redemption—deliverance by sacrifice

A. Defined as deliverance from:

Curse of the Law … Gal. 3:13

Bondage of the Law … Gal. 4:5

Iniquity … Titus 2:14

Destruction … Ps. 103:4

Death … Hos. 13:14

Grave … Ps. 49:15

Aimless conduct … 1 Pet. 1:18

Present evil world … Gal. 1:4

B. Accomplished by:

God’s power … Deut. 7:8

Christ’s blood … Eph. 1:7

God’s grace … Rom. 3:24, 25

C. Benefits of:

Forgiveness … Col. 1:14

Justification … Rom. 3:24

Adoption … Gal. 4:4, 5

God’s possession … 1 Cor. 6:20

God’s people … Titus 2:14

Purification … Titus 2:14

Sealing … Eph. 4:30

Inheritance … Heb. 9:15

Heaven’s glory … Rev. 14:3, 4

Red heifer (see Heifer)

Red horse—symbol of war

Seen in John’s vision … Rev. 6:4

Red Sea—sea of reeds

Locusts destroyed in … Ex. 10:19

Divided by God … Ex. 14:21

Crossed by Israel … Ex. 14:22, 29

Egyptians drowned in … Ex. 15:4, 21

Boundary of Promised Land … Ex. 23:31

Israelites camp by … Num. 33:10, 11

Ships built on … 1 Kin. 9:26

Reed—tall grass growing in marshes

Figurative of:

Weakness … Is. 36:6

Instability … Matt. 11:7

Davidic line … Is. 42:3

Refining, spiritual

By afflictions … Is. 48:10

By fire … Zech. 13:9

For a purpose … John 15:2

More precious than gold … 1 Pet. 1:7

Reflection—contemplation on

Past … Mark 14:72

Present … Luke 14:31–33

Future … Acts 21:12–14

Reformations, religious

Manifested by or in:

Recovery of the Law … 2 Kin. 22:8–20

Resolving to follow the Lord … Ezra 10:1–17

Religious zeal for the Lord … Neh. 13:11–31

Restoration of judges … 2 Chr. 19:1–11

Refresh—to renew; to restore

Spiritually:

In the spirit … 1 Cor. 16:18

In the heart … Philem. 7, 20

Often needed … 2 Tim. 1:16

Mutual … Rom. 15:32

Special times … Acts 3:19

Refused … Is. 28:12

Refuge—a shelter against harm

Divine:

In the Lord … Ps. 142:5

From storms … Is. 4:5, 6

Time of trouble … Ps. 9:9

Place of protection … Ps. 91:9, 10

Always ready … Ps. 46:1

Refuge, cities of (see Cities, Levitical)

Refuse—to reject or decline

A. Of things, physical:

Marriage … Ex. 22:17

Passage … Num. 20:21

King … 1 Sam. 16:7

Display … Esth. 1:12

Leader … Acts 7:35

Martyrdom … Acts 25:11

Fables … 1 Tim. 4:7

Adoption … Heb. 11:24–26

B. Of things, spiritual:

Hardness of heart … Ex. 7:14

Disobedience … Ex. 16:28

Obedience … 1 Sam. 8:19

Messiah … Ps. 118:22

Salvation … Is. 8:6

Shame … Jer. 3:3

Repentance … Hos. 11:5

Healing … Jer. 15:18

God … Heb. 12:25

Refuse Gate—a gate of Jerusalem

Nehemiah viewed city from … Neh. 2:13

Wall dedicated near … Neh. 12:31

Regem—friend

Calebite … 1 Chr. 2:47

Regem-Melech—friend of the king

Sent in deputation to Zechariah … Zech. 7:2

Regeneration (see Born again; New birth)

Register—a record of genealogies

Priests not recorded in … Ezra 2:62

Excluded from priesthood … Neh. 7:63–65

Those recorded in … Neh. 7:5–62

Rehabiah—Yahweh is wide

Grandson of Moses … 1 Chr. 23:17

Rehob—open place

1. Two cities of Asher … Josh. 19:24, 28

One assigned to Levites … Josh. 21:31

Delayed conquest of … Judg. 1:31

2. Northern city visited by Joshua’s spies … Num. 13:21

Defeated by David … 2 Sam. 10:8

3. Father of Hadadezer … 2 Sam. 8:3, 12

4. Signer of the covenant … Neh. 10:11

Rehoboam—the people are enlarged

Son and successor of Solomon … 1 Kin. 11:43

Refuses reformatory measures … 1 Kin. 12:1–15

Ten Tribes revolt from … 1 Kin. 12:16–24

Tribes of Benjamin and Judah remain with … 1 Kin. 12:21

Has several wives … 2 Chr. 11:18–21

Temporary prosperity of … 2 Chr. 11:5–23

Lapses into idolatry … 1 Kin. 14:21–24

Kingdom of, invaded by Egypt … 1 Kin. 14:25–28

Humbles himself … 2 Chr. 12:12

Reigns 17 years … 1 Kin. 14:21

Death of … 1 Kin. 14:29–31

In Christ’s genealogy … Matt. 1:7

Rehoboth—broad places, streets

1. Name of a well dug by Isaac … Gen. 26:22

2. City “by-the-River” … Gen. 36:37

Rehoboth Ir—broad places of the city

A suburb of Nineveh … Gen. 10:11

Rehum—beloved

1. Persian officer … Ezra 4:8–23

2. Postexilic returnee … Ezra 2:2

3. Priest who returns with Zerubbabel … Neh. 12:1–7

Same as Harim … Neh. 12:15

4. Signer of the covenant … Neh. 10:25

5. Postexilic Levite … Neh. 3:17

Rei—friendly

One of David’s faithful officers … 1 Kin. 1:8

Reign—to rule over

A. Descriptive of the rule of:

Humans … Gen. 36:31

God … Ps. 47:8

Christ … Rev. 20:4, 6

Believers … Rev. 5:10

Sin … Rom. 5:21

Death … Rom. 5:14, 17

Grace … Rom. 5:21

B. Of Christ’s rule:

Predicted … Is. 32:1

Described … Jer. 23:5, 6

Announced … Luke 1:31–33

Rejected … Luke 19:14, 27

Fulfilled … Rom. 15:12

Enthroned … 1 Cor. 15:25

Eternal … Rev. 11:15–17

Reject—to refuse; to disown

A. Humankind’s rejection of:

God … 1 Sam. 8:7

God’s Word … 1 Sam. 15:23, 26

God’s knowledge … Hos. 4:6

Christ … Mark 8:31

B. God’s rejection of humankind, as:

Unbeliever … John 12:48

Divisive … Titus 3:10

Unfruitful … Heb. 6:8

Reprobate … Heb. 12:17

Rejoicing—being glad

A. Kinds of:

Gloating … Mic. 7:8

Vindictive … Rev. 18:20

Marital … Prov. 5:18

Defiant … Is. 8:6

Prophetic … John 8:56

Future … Phil. 2:16

Rewarded … Ps. 126:6

Continual … 1 Thess. 5:16

B. Because of:

God’s blessing … Ex. 18:9

God’s Word … Jer. 15:16

Assurance … Luke 10:20

Salvation … Luke 15:6–10

Persecution … Acts 5:41

Reunion of believers … Phil. 2:28

Christ’s return … 1 Pet. 4:13

C. Sphere of, in:

God’s salvation … Ps. 21:1

God’s protection … Ps. 63:7

God’s blessings … Ps. 106:5

Lord Himself … Hab. 3:18

D. Agents of:

Heart … 1 Chr. 16:10

Soul … Ps. 35:9

Earth … Ps. 97:1

God’s people … Ps. 118:24

Rejoicing—continued

Believing spirit … Luke 1:47

Rekem—friendship

1. Midianite king slain by Moses … Num. 31:8

2. Descendant of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:43, 44

3. City of Benjamin … Josh. 18:27

Relapse—to turn back to sin again

Danger of, explained … Heb. 6:4–6

Relatives—those of near kin

A. Good derived from:

Encouragement … Esth. 4:12–17

Salvation … John 1:40–42

B. Evil derived from:

Strife … Gen. 31:1–42

Persecution … Mark 13:12

Jealousy … Gen. 37:3–11

Relief

In early church … Acts 4:32–37

Determined to send … Acts 11:29

Fulfilled at Christ’s return … 2 Thess. 1:7

For widows … 1 Tim. 5:16

Religion, false

Characterized by:

Apostasy … 2 Thess. 2:3, 4

Backsliding … Jer. 5:23–31

Ceremonialism … Mark 7:3–13

Display … Matt. 6:5

Ease … 1 Kin. 12:27–31

Formalism … 2 Tim. 3:5

Remain—continue; abide

Used of:

God’s faithfulness … 2 Tim. 2:13

One’s earthly calling … 1 Cor. 7:20, 24

Remaliah—whom Yahweh has adored

Father of Pekah … 2 Kin. 15:25

Remedy—a cure

Without … Prov. 6:15

Right kind … 1 John 1:7

Remember—to call to mind again

Aids to:

Rainbow … Gen. 9:15, 16

Covenant … Ex. 2:24

Passover … Ex. 13:3

Sabbath … Ex. 20:8

Offering … Num. 5:15

Son (child) … 2 Sam. 18:18

Prophet’s presence … 1 Kin. 17:18

Book … Mal. 3:16

Lord’s Supper … Luke 22:19

Epistle … 2 Pet. 3:1

See Memories

Remeth—a high place

Frontier town of Issachar … Josh. 19:21

Remission—forgiveness

A. Based upon:

Christ’s death … Matt. 26:28

Faith in Christ … Acts 10:43

Repentance … Mark 1:4

B. Significance of:

Shows God’s righteousness … Rom. 3:23–26

Makes salvation real … Luke 1:77

Must be preached … Luke 24:47

Remnant—what is left over

A. Used literally of:

Cloth left over … Ex. 26:12

Race left remaining … Deut. 3:11

Nation still surviving … Amos 1:8

B. Used spiritually of the faithful Israel:

Punished … Is. 1:9

Protected … Is. 37:31–33

Scattered … Ezek. 5:10

Gathered … Is. 10:20–22

Repentant … Jer. 31:7–9

Forgiven … Mic. 7:18

Saved … Jer. 23:3–8; Rom. 9:27

Blessing … Mic. 5:7, 8

Holy … Zeph. 3:12, 13

Elected … Rom. 11:5

Remorse—distress arising from guilt

Of a renegade … Matt. 27:3–5

Of a disciple … Luke 22:62

Remphan—perhaps the same as Chiun, a pagan star-god identified with Saturn

Worshiped by Israelites … Acts 7:41–43

Rend—to tear apart by force

Figurative of repentance … Joel 2:13

Renewal of strength

A. Sources of:

Holy Spirit … Titus 3:5

Wait for the Lord … Is. 40:31

Cleansing from sin … Ps. 51:10

B. Objects of:

Youthfulness … Ps. 103:5

Peoples … Is. 41:1–3

Inner self … 2 Cor. 4:16

New person … Col. 3:10

Mind … Rom. 12:2

Renown—of great reputation

Man … Gen. 6:4

City … Ezek. 26:17

God … Dan. 9:15

Plant … Ezek. 34:29

Renunciation—giving up the right to do something

Blessings of:

True discipleship … Luke 14:33

True reward … Mark 10:28–31

Future reward … Luke 18:28–30

Repentance

A. Described as:

“Turned” … Acts 9:35

“Repent” … Acts 8:22

“Return” … 1 Sam. 7:3

“Conversion” … Acts 15:3

B. Kinds of:

National … Joel 3:5–18

Internal … Ps. 51:10–13

Unavailing … Heb. 12:16, 17

True … Acts 9:1–20

Insincere … Ex. 9:27–35

C. Derived from gift of:

God … Acts 11:18

Christ … Acts 5:31

Spirit … Zech. 12:10

D. Things leading to:

God’s longsuffering … 2 Pet. 3:9

God’s goodness … Rom. 2:4

Conviction of sin … Acts 2:37, 38

E. Productive of:

Life … Acts 11:18

Remission of sins … Mark 1:4

New spirit … Ezek. 18:31

New heart … Ezek. 18:31

Joy … Luke 15:7, 10

F. Signs of:

Reformation of life … Matt. 3:8

Restitution … Luke 19:8

Godly sorrow … 2 Cor. 7:9, 10

See Conversion

Rephael—God has healed

Levite gatekeeper … 1 Chr. 26:7

Rephah—riches

Ancestor of Joshua … 1 Chr. 7:25–27

Rephaiah—Yahweh has healed

1. Man of Issachar … 1 Chr. 7:2

2. Descendant of Jonathan … 1 Chr. 9:43

Called Raphah … 1 Chr. 8:37

3. Simeonite prince … 1 Chr. 4:42, 43

4. Postexilic ruler … Neh. 3:9

5. Descendant of David … 1 Chr. 3:21

Rephaim—giants

1. Early race of giants in Palestine … Gen. 14:5

Among doomed nations … Gen. 15:20

See Giants

2. Valley near Jerusalem … 2 Sam. 23:13, 14

Very fertile … Is. 17:5

Scene of Philistine defeats … 2 Sam. 5:18–22

Rephidim—rests

Israelite camp … Num. 33:12–15

Moses struck rock at … Ex. 17:1–7

Amalek defeated in … Ex. 17:8–16

Report—a transmitted account of something

A. Kinds of:

True … 1 Kin. 10:6

Good … Prov. 15:30

False … Ex. 23:1

Defaming … Jer. 20:10

Slanderous … Rom. 3:8

Evil … 2 Cor. 6:8

B. Good, obtained by:

Fear … Deut. 2:25

Reproach—something imputed to the discredit of others

A. Objects of:

God … 2 Kin. 19:4–23

God’s people … Neh. 6:13

Messiah … Rom. 15:3

Christians … Luke 6:22

B. Agents of:

Enemies … Neh. 4:4

Foolish … Ps. 74:22

Scorner … Prov. 22:10

Satan … 1 Tim. 3:7; 1 Tim. 5:14, 15

C. Evil causes of:

Unbelief … Jer. 6:10

Idolatry … Ezek. 22:4

Breaking God’s Law … Num. 15:30, 31

Sin … Prov. 14:34

Disrespect … Prov. 19:26

D. Good causes of:

Faith in God’s promises … Heb. 11:24–26

Living for Christ … 1 Pet. 4:14

Suffering for Christ … Heb. 13:13

E. Of God’s people:

Permitted by God … Jer. 15:15

Reprobate—one whose character is utterly bad

A. Causes of:

Not having Christ … 2 Cor. 13:3–5

Rejecting the faith … 2 Tim. 3:8

Spiritual barrenness … Heb. 6:7, 8

Lack of discipline … 1 Cor. 9:24–27

Rejection by the Lord … Jer. 6:30

B. Consequences of, given up to:

Evil … Rom. 1:24–32

Delusion … 2 Thess. 2:11, 12

Blindness … Matt. 13:13–15

Destruction … 2 Pet. 2:9–22

Reproof—sharp criticism

A. Sources of:

God … Ps. 50:8, 21

Backslidings … Jer. 2:19

God’s Word … 2 Tim. 3:16

John the Baptist … Luke 3:16, 19

B. Examples of:

Samuel … 1 Sam. 13:13

Daniel … Dan. 5:22, 23

John the Baptist … Matt. 3:7–12

Stephen … Acts 7:51

Paul … Gal. 2:11

Reptiles of the Bible

A. Features concerning:

Created by God … Gen. 1:24, 25 

Made to praise God … Ps. 148:7, 10

Placed under human power … Gen. 1:26 

Classified as unclean … Lev. 11:31–43

Seen in a vision … Acts 10:11–14

Worshiped by pagans … Rom. 1:23

Likeness of, forbidden … Deut. 4:16, 18

Portrayed on walls … Ezek. 8:10

B. List of:

Asp … Rom. 3:13

Chameleon … Lev. 11:30

Cobra … Is. 11:8

Frog … Rev. 16:13

Gecko … Lev. 11:30

Leviathan … Job 41:1, 2

Lizard … Lev. 11:30

Scorpion … Deut. 8:15

Serpents … Matt. 10:16

Viper … Acts 28:3

Reputation—public esteem; fame

A. Good:

Wonderful asset … Prov. 22:1

Based on integrity … 2 Cor. 8:18–24

Hated by wicked … Dan. 6:4–8

Required of church officials … Acts 6:3

Worthy of trust … Acts 16:2

B. Dangers of:

Universal praise … Luke 6:26

Flattering speech … Rom. 16:18

Worldly friendship … James 4:4

Worldly praise … 1 John 4:5, 6

Undue deference toward … Gal. 2:6

Resen—fortress

City of Assyria built by Nimrod … Gen. 10:11, 12

Reservoirs—where water is stored

Family cisterns … Is. 36:16

Garden pools … Eccl. 2:6

Resh

Twentieth letter of the Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:153–160

Resheph—home

Descendant of Ephraim … 1 Chr. 7:23–25

Residue—a remnant

A. Used literally of:

Survivors … Jer. 8:3

B. Used spiritually of:

Faithful remnant … Is. 28:5

Promised seed … Zech. 8:11–13

Resignation—patient submission to

Disquieting problem … Josh. 22:9–34

Tragic death … 2 Sam. 19:1–8

God’s chastening … Job 2:10

Cross … Mark 14:36

Sufferings ahead … Acts 21:11–14

Pain … 2 Cor. 12:7–10

Want … Phil. 4:11, 12

Resist—to stand against

A. Of evil things:

Sin … Heb. 12:4

Adversaries … Luke 21:15

Proud … James 4:6

B. Of good things:

God’s will … Rom. 9:19

Holy Spirit … Acts 7:51

Truth … 2 Tim. 3:8

Wisdom … Acts 6:10

Constituted authority … Rom. 13:2

Respect—honor manifested toward the worthy

A. Wrong kind:

Favoring the wealthy … James 2:3, 9

B. Right kind:

Rejects the proud … Ps. 40:4

Toward parents … Heb. 12:9

Toward husbands … Eph. 5:33

Toward Christ … Matt. 21:37

C. On God’s part:

Regards the lowly … Ps. 138:6

Honors His covenant … 2 Kin. 13:23

Judges justly … 1 Pet. 1:17

Shows no partiality … Acts 10:34

Responsibility—accountability for one’s actions

A. Shifting of, by:

Blaming another … Gen. 3:12

Claiming innocency … Matt. 27:24

Blaming a people … Ex. 32:21–24

B. Cannot be excused by:

Ignorance … Acts 17:30, 31

Unbelief … John 3:18–20

Previous good … Ex. 33:12, 13

One’s ancestors … Matt. 3:9, 10

C. Is increased by:

Sight … John 9:39–41

Privilege … John 15:22, 24

Opportunity … Matt. 11:20–24

Continuance in sin … Matt. 23:31–35

Rejection … Matt. 10:11–15

Rest—peace and quiet

A. Descriptive of:

Physical relaxation … Gen. 18:4

Sinful laziness … Matt. 26:45

Confidence … Hab. 3:16–19

Completion of salvation … Heb. 4:3, 8–11

B. Need of:

Recognized in God’s Law … Ex. 20:10, 11

Recognized by Christ … Mark 6:31

Longed after … Ps. 55:6

Provided for … Rev. 6:11

Enjoyed after death … Job 3:13, 17; Rev. 14:13

C. Source of, in:

Christ … Matt. 11:28, 29

Trust … Ps. 37:7

Returning to God … Is. 30:15

D. Disturbance of, by:

Sin … Is. 57:20

Rebellion … Is. 28:12

Persecution … Acts 9:23

Anxiety … 2 Cor. 2:13

See Quietness

Restitution—restoring

Of damaged property … Ex. 22:3–12

Restoration—renewal of something to its former state

A. Miraculous, from:

Death … 2 Kin. 8:1, 5

Withered hand … 1 Kin. 13:4, 6; Mark 3:1, 5

Blindness … Mark 8:25

Curse … Acts 3:21

B. Natural of:

Man’s wife … Gen. 20:7, 14

Man’s position … Gen. 40:13, 21

Land … 2 Sam. 9:7

Visit … Heb. 13:19

Losses … Job 42:10

Restoration—continued

C. Spiritual:

Joy … Ps. 51:11, 12

Recovery … Jer. 30:17

God’s blessings … Joel 2:25

Christ … Is. 49:6

Restoration of Israel

Promised in the prophets … Is. 11:11

Seen in John’s ministry … Matt. 17:11

Anticipated by Caiaphas … John 11:49–52

Questioned by the disciples … Acts 1:6

Realized at Pentecost … Joel 2:28–32

Fulfilled in the church … Eph. 2:11–22

Perfected in heaven … Heb. 12:22–28

Restraints, divine

On:

Human wrath … Ps. 76:10

Human designs … Gen. 11:6, 7

Natural forces … Gen. 8:2

Child bearing … Gen. 16:2

Wicked … 2 Kin. 19:28

Antichrist … 2 Thess. 2:3–7

Resurrection—arising from the dead

A. Doctrine of:

Looked for in faith … Job 19:25–27

Taught in Old Testament … Is. 26:19; Dan. 12:2, 3, 13

Denied by Sadducees … Matt. 22:23–28; Acts 23:6, 8

Affirmed by Christ … John 5:28, 29; John 6:39, 40, 44

Illustrated by Lazarus … John 11:23–44

Explained away by false teachers … 2 Tim. 2:18

Questioned by some … 1 Cor. 15:12

Mocked at by heathen … Acts 17:32

Proclaimed by Paul … Acts 24:14, 15

B. Accomplished by:

God’s power … Matt. 22:28, 29

Christ … John 5:28, 29

Holy Spirit … Rom. 8:11

C. Proof of, based on:

God’s power … 1 Cor. 6:14

Union with Christ … Rom. 8:11

Christ’s resurrection … 1 Cor. 15:12–56

D. Time of, at:

Last Day … John 6:39–44

Christ’s return … 1 Thess. 4:13–18

Last trumpet … 1 Cor. 15:51–55

E. Nature of:

Incorruptible … 1 Cor. 15:42, 54

Glorious … 1 Cor. 15:43

Spiritual … 1 Cor. 15:44

Transforming … 1 Cor. 15:51

Like angels … Matt. 22:30

Like Christ … Phil. 3:21

Better … Heb. 11:35

F. Of the wicked:

Predicted … Dan. 12:2

Described … John 5:28, 29

Simultaneous … Acts 24:15

Resurrection of Christ

A. Features concerning:

Foretold in the Psalms … Ps. 16:10, 11; Acts 13:34, 35

Presented in prophecy … Is. 53:10–12; 1 Cor. 15:4

Announced by Christ … Mark 9:9, 10; John 2:19–22

Proclaimed by the apostles … Acts 2:32; Acts 3:15

B. Accomplished by:

God’s power … Acts 2:24

Christ’s power … John 10:18

Spirit’s power … Rom. 8:11

C. Proven by:

Empty tomb … John 20:1–9

Angelic testimony … Matt. 28:5–7

His enemies … Matt. 28:11–15

Many infallible proofs … John 20:20, 27; Acts 1:3

Apostolic preaching … Acts 1:22; Acts 4:33

Lord’s Day (first day of the week) … John 20:1, 19; 1 Cor. 16:2

D. Purposes of:

Fulfill scripture … Luke 24:45, 46

Forgive sins … 1 Cor. 15:17

Justify the sinner … Rom. 4:25; Rom. 8:34

Give hope … 1 Cor. 15:18, 19

Make faith real … 1 Cor. 15:14–17

Prove His Sonship … Ps. 2:7; Rom. 1:4

Set Him on David’s throne … Acts 2:30–32

Insure His exaltation … Acts 4:10, 11; Phil. 2:9, 10

Guarantee the coming judgment … Acts 17:31

Seal the believer’s resurrection … Acts 26:23; 1 Cor. 15:20, 23

Serve as our High Priest … Heb. 8:1–5

As Mediator of a better covenant … Heb. 8:6

E. Appearances of, to:

Mary Magdalene … Mark 16:9

Other women … Matt. 28:9

Two disciples … Luke 24:13–15

Simon Peter … Luke 24:34

Ten apostles … John 20:19, 24

Eleven apostles … John 20:26

Apostles at Sea of Tiberias … John 21:1

Apostles in Galilee … Matt. 28:16, 17

500 brethren … 1 Cor. 15:6

All the apostles … Luke 24:51; Acts 1:9

Paul … 1 Cor. 15:8

James … 1 Cor. 15:7

Resurrections of the Bible

Widow’s son … 1 Kin. 17:17–22

Shunammite’s son … 2 Kin. 4:32–35

Unnamed man … 2 Kin. 13:20, 21

Jairus’s daughter … Matt. 9:23–25

Widow’s only son … Luke 7:11–15

Lazarus of Bethany … John 11:43, 44

Many saints … Matt. 27:52, 53

Dorcas … Acts 9:36–40

In symbolism … Rev. 11:8, 11

Resurrection, spiritual

A. Accomplished by power of:

God … Eph. 1:19

Christ … Eph. 5:14

Holy Spirit … Ezek. 11:19

B. Features concerning:

Takes place now … John 5:25

Gives eternal life … John 5:24

Delivers from spiritual death … Rom. 6:4, 13

Changes life … Is. 32:15

Issues in immortality … John 11:25, 26

Delivers from Satan’s power … Acts 26:18

Realized in new life … Phil. 3:10, 11

Called “first” … Rev. 20:5, 6

Retaliation—returning like for like

Forbidden … Luke 9:54–56

Return good, not evil … Prov. 25:21, 22

God’s responsibility … Prov. 20:22; Rom. 12:19

Christ’s teaching on … Matt. 5:39–44

Retribution—merited punishment for evil done

A. Expressed by:

God’s wrath … Rom. 1:18

Lamb’s wrath … Rev. 6:16, 17

Vengeance … Jude 7

Punishment … 2 Thess. 1:6–9

Corruption … 2 Pet. 2:9–22

B. Due to the sinner’s:

Sin … Rom. 2:1–9

Evil works … Ex. 32:34

Persecution of the righteous … 2 Thess. 1:6

Rejection of Christ … Heb. 10:29, 30

C. Deliverance from, by:

Christ … 1 Thess. 1:10

God’s appointment … 1 Thess. 5:9

Return

Descriptive of:

Going back home … Gen. 31:3, 13

Repentance … 2 Chr. 6:24, 38; Hos. 6:1

Vengeance or retribution … 1 Kin. 2:33, 44

Christ’s advent … Acts 15:16

Death … Gen. 3:19

Reu—friend

Descendant of Shem … Gen. 11:10–21; Luke 3:35

Reuben—behold a son

Jacob’s eldest son … Gen. 29:31, 32

Guilty of misconduct; loses preeminence … Gen. 35:22

Proposes plan to save Joseph’s life … Gen. 37:21–29

Offers sons as pledge … Gen. 42:37

Father of four sons … Gen. 46:8, 9

Pronounced unstable … Gen. 49:3, 4

Descendants of … Num. 26:5–11

Reubenites—descendants of Reuben

Divided into four tribal families … Num. 26:5–11

Elizur, warrior … Num. 1:5

Census of, at Sinai … Num. 1:18–21

Census of, at conquest … Num. 26:7

Place of, in march … Num. 2:10

Seek inheritance east of Jordan … Num. 32:1–42

Blessed by Moses … Deut. 33:1, 6

Join in war against Canaanites … Josh. 1:12–18

Altar erected by, misunderstood … Josh. 22:10–34

Criticized by Deborah … Judg. 5:15, 16

Enslaved by Assyria … 2 Kin. 15:29

12,000 of, sealed … Rev. 7:5

Reuel—friend of God

1. Son of Esau … Gen. 36:2–4

2. Moses’ father-in-law … Ex. 2:18

3. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 9:8

4. Gadite leader … Num. 2:14

Called Deuel … Num. 7:42, 47

Reumah—exalted

Nahor’s concubine … Gen. 22:24

Revelation—an uncovering of something hidden

A. Source of:

God … Dan. 2:28–47

Christ … John 1:18

The Spirit … 1 Cor. 2:10

Not in humankind … Matt. 16:17

B. Objects of:

God … Matt. 11:25, 27

Christ … 2 Thess. 1:7

Man of Sin … 2 Thess. 2:3, 6, 8

C. Instruments of:

Prophets … 1 Pet. 1:10–12

Daniel … Dan. 10:1

Christ … Heb. 1:1, 2

Apostles … 1 Cor. 2:10

Paul … Gal. 1:16

D. Of the First Advent:

Predicted … Is. 40:5

Revealed … Is. 53:1

Rejected … John 12:38–41

Of God’s righteousness … Is. 56:1

Of peace and truth … Jer. 33:6–8; Eph. 2:11–17

E. Time of the Second Advent:

Uncovering … Matt. 10:26

Judgment … Luke 17:26–30

Victory … 2 Thess. 2:3, 6, 8

Glory … 1 Pet. 5:1

Resurrection … Rom. 8:18, 19

Reward … 1 Cor. 3:13, 14

Glorification … 1 John 3:2

Grace … 1 Pet. 1:5, 13

Joy … 1 Pet. 4:13

F. Of divine truth, characteristics of:

God-originated … Dan. 2:47

Verbal … Heb. 1:1

In the created world … Ps. 19:1, 2

Illuminative … Eph. 1:17

Now revealed … Rom. 16:26

Communicating truth … Eph. 3:3, 4

Revelation, the—a book of the New Testament

Vision of the Son of Man … Rev. 1:9–20

Message to the seven churches … Rev. 2:1–3:22

The book of seven seals … Rev. 4:1–6:17

The judgment … Rev. 7:1–9:21

The two beasts … Rev. 13

Babylon doomed … Rev. 17:1–18:24

The marriage supper … Rev. 19:6–10

The judgment of the wicked … Rev. 20:11–15

New heaven and new earth … Rev. 21:1–8

The New Jerusalem … Rev. 21:9–22:5

Christ’s coming … Rev. 22:6–21

Revenge—to take vengeance

A. Manifestation of:

Belongs to God … Rev. 18:20

Performed by rulers … Rom. 13:4

Righteously allowed … 1 Kin. 20:42

Pleaded for … Jer. 11:20

Disallowed among people … Prov. 20:22

Forbidden to disciples … Luke 9:54, 55

B. Antidotes of:

Overcome by kindness … 1 Sam. 25:30–34

Exhibit love … Luke 6:35

Bless … Rom. 12:14

Forbear wrath … Rom. 12:19

Manifest forbearance … Matt. 5:38–41

Flee from … Gen. 27:41–45

C. Examples of:

Simeon and Levi … Gen. 34:25

Joseph … Gen. 42:9–24

Samson … Judg. 16:28–30

Joab … 2 Sam. 3:27, 30

Jezebel … 1 Kin. 19:2

Ahab … 1 Kin. 22:26, 27

Haman … Esth. 3:8–15

Philistines … Ezek. 25:15–17

Herodias … Mark 6:19–24

Jews … Acts 7:54, 59

Reverence—a feeling of deep respect, love, awe, and esteem

Manifested toward:

God … Ps. 89:7

God’s house … Lev. 19:30

Kings … 1 Kin. 1:31

Revile—to speak of another abusively

Christ, object of … Matt. 27:39

Christ, submissive under … 1 Pet. 2:23

Christians, objects of … Matt. 5:11

Right attitude toward … 1 Cor. 4:12

Punishment of … 1 Cor. 6:10

False teachers … 2 Pet. 2:10–12

Revival—renewed zeal to obey God

Conditions for:

Humility … 2 Chr. 7:14

Prayer … 2 Chr. 7:14; James 5:16

Broken heart … Ps. 34:18

Confession … Ps. 66:18

Repentance … 2 Cor. 7:10

Turning from sin … 2 Chr. 7:14; 2 Tim. 2:19

Complete surrender … Acts 9:5, 6; Rom. 12:1, 2

Revive—to live again more vigorously

A. Descriptive of:

Renewed strength … Gen. 45:27

Refreshment … Judg. 15:19

Restoration … Neh. 4:2

Resurrection … 1 Kin. 17:22

Spiritual renewal … Ps. 71:20

B. Of the spirit:

Given to the humble … Is. 57:15

Source of joy … Ps. 85:6

Possible even in trouble … Ps. 138:7

Source of fruitfulness … Hos. 6:2, 3; Hos. 14:7

C. Accomplished by:

God … 1 Tim. 6:13

Christ … 1 Cor. 15:45

Holy Spirit … John 6:63

God’s Word … Ps. 119:25, 50

God’s precepts … Ps. 119:93

Reward of the righteous

A. Described as:

Sure … Prov. 11:18

Full … Ruth 2:12

Remembered … 2 Chr. 15:7

Great … Matt. 5:12

Open … Matt. 6:4, 6, 18

B. Obtained by:

Keeping God’s commandments … Ps. 19:11

Sowing righteousness … Prov. 11:18

Fearing God’s commandments … Prov. 13:13

Feeding an enemy … Prov. 25:21, 22

Simple service … Matt. 6:1

Hospitality … Matt. 10:40–42

Grace through faith … Rom. 4:4, 5, 16

Faithful service … Col. 3:23, 24

Seeking God diligently … Heb. 11:6

C. At Christ’s return:

After the resurrection … Rev. 11:18

Tested by fire … 1 Cor. 3:8–14

According to works … Rev. 22:12

See Crowns of Christians; Hire; Wages

Reward of the wicked

A. Visited upon:

Now … Ps. 91:8

At the judgment … 2 Tim. 4:14

B. Measure of:

By retribution … Rev. 18:6

According to the wickedness … 2 Sam. 3:39

Plentifully … Ps. 31:23

Rezeph—glowing stone

Place destroyed by the Assyrians … 2 Kin. 19:12

Rezin

1. King of Damascus; joins Pekah against Ahaz … 2 Kin. 15:37

Confederacy of, inspires Isaiah’s great messianic prophecy … Is. 7:1–9:12

2. Head of a Nethinim family … Ezra 2:48

Rezon—prince

Son of Eliadah; establishes Syrian kingdom … 1 Kin. 11:23–25

Rhegium—a city of southern Italy

Paul’s ship arrived at … Acts 28:13

Rhesa

Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:27

Rhoda—rose bush

Servant girl … Acts 12:13–16

Rhodes—an island off the southwest coast of Asia Minor

Paul’s ship passes by … Acts 21:1

Rib

Eve formed of Adam’s … Gen. 2:22 

Ribai—Yahweh strives

One of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:29

Riblah—fertility

1. Town on Israel’s eastern border … Num. 34:11

2. Town in the land of Hamath … 2 Kin. 23:33

Headquarters of:

Pharaoh Necho … 2 Kin. 23:31–35

Nebuchadnezzar … 2 Kin. 25:6, 20, 21

Zedekiah blinded here … Jer. 39:5–7

Rich—wealthy

A. Spiritual handicaps of:

Selfishly satisfied … Luke 6:24

Reluctant to leave riches … Luke 18:22–25

Forgetful of God … Luke 12:15–21

Indifferent to others’ needs … Luke 16:19–31

Easily tempted … 1 Tim. 6:9

Hindered spiritually … Matt. 19:23, 24

Misplaced trust … Prov. 11:28

B. Applied, spiritually, to:

God … Eph. 2:4

Christ … Rom. 10:12

Christians … James 2:5

True riches … 2 Cor. 8:9

Good works … 1 Tim. 6:18

Worldly people … Jer. 5:27, 28

Self-righteous … Hos. 12:8

Synagogue of Satan … Rev. 2:9

Riches, earthly

A. Described as:

Spiritually valueless … Ps. 49:6, 7

Inferior … Heb. 11:26

Fleeting … Prov. 23:5

Unsatisfying … Eccl. 4:8

Hurtful … Eccl. 5:13, 14

Deceitful … Matt. 13:22

Choking … Luke 8:14

Uncertain … 1 Tim. 6:17

Corrupted … James 5:2

B. Proper attitude toward:

Not to:

Put first … 1 Kin. 3:11, 13

Be trusted … Ps. 52:7

Set heart upon … Ps. 62:10

Be desired … Prov. 30:8

Not forever … Prov. 27:24

Use in giving … 2 Cor. 8:2

Remember God’s supply … Phil. 4:19

Riches, management of

Reflects spiritual attitude … Luke 16:10–12

Demands budget … Luke 14:28–30

Riches, spiritual

Source of, in:

God’s Law … Ps. 119:14

Divine wisdom … Prov. 3:13, 14

Unselfish service … Prov. 13:7

Reverential fear … Prov. 22:4

Fulfillment … Rom. 11:12

Christ … Col. 1:27

Assurance … Col. 2:2

Christ’s Word … Col. 3:16

Riddle—a hidden saying solved by guessing

Samson’s famous … Judg. 14:12–19

Classed as a parable … Ezek. 17:2

Avoided by God … Num. 12:8

Ridicule (see Mocking)

Right—that which is just and fair

A. Things that are:

God’s Law … Ps. 19:8

God’s Word … Ps. 33:4

God’s way … Ps. 107:7

Thoughts of the righteous … Prov. 12:5

Work of the pure … Prov. 21:8

Obedience to God … Acts 4:19, 20

Obedience to parents … Eph. 6:1

B. Things that are not:

False riches … Jer. 17:11

Injustice to the poor … Is. 10:2

Human ways … Prov. 21:2

Human hearts … Ps. 78:37

Righteous—that which is upright

A. Applied to:

God … John 17:25

Christ … 1 John 2:1

Messiah … Is. 53:11

Christians … Matt. 25:37, 46

B. Blessings of:

Prayers of, heard … Prov. 15:29

Safely guarded … Prov. 18:10

Bold as a lion … Prov. 28:1

Shine forth … Matt. 13:43

Righteousness—uprightness before God

A. Kinds of:

Created … Eph. 4:24

Legal … Phil. 3:6

Personal … Phil. 3:9

Imputed … Phil. 3:9

Immature … Heb. 5:13

Actual … Heb. 11:33

Real … 1 John 2:29

B. Of Christ, He:

Is the believer’s … Jer. 33:16

Loves … Heb. 1:9

Judges with … Is. 11:4

Is girded with … Is. 11:5

Brings in … Is. 46:13

Fulfills all … Matt. 3:15

Confers upon believers … Is. 61:10

Rimmon—pomegranate

1. Benjamite … 2 Sam. 4:2–9

2. Rock near Gibeah … Judg. 20:45–47

Benjamites hide here … Judg. 21:13–23

3. Town in south Judah … Josh. 15:1, 32

Assigned to Simeon … Josh. 19:7, 8

Mentioned in prophecy … Zech. 14:10

Called En Rimmon … Neh. 11:29

4. Syrian God (meaning “thunderer”) worshiped by Naaman … 2 Kin. 5:18

5. City of Zebulun … Josh. 19:13

Levitical city … 1 Chr. 6:77

Called Dimnah … Josh. 21:35

Rimmon Perez—pomegranate of breach

Israelite camp … Num. 33:19, 20

Ring

A. Article of furniture, for:

Poles of the ark … Ex. 25:12–15

Curtains … Ex. 26:29

Priest’s ephod … Ex. 28:23–28

Incense altar … Ex. 30:4

B. Article of apparel:

Symbol of authority … Gen. 41:42

Sealing royal documents … Esth. 3:12

Gifts … Ex. 35:22

Feminine adornment … Is. 3:16, 21

Expressive of position … Luke 15:22

Sign of social status … James 2:2

Ringleader—the leader of a mob

Paul contemptuously called … Acts 24:5

Rinnah—ringing cry

Son of Shimon … 1 Chr. 4:20

Riot—an unruly mob

Pacified by town clerk … Acts 19:20–41

Riphath—descendants of Gomer

Son of Gomer … Gen. 10:3

Called Diphath … 1 Chr. 1:6

Rise, risen, rising, raised

A. Of resurrection:

Christ’s … Mark 8:31

Believers’ (spiritually) … Col. 2:12

Believers’ (physically) … John 11:23, 24

B. Of Christ’s resurrection:

Predicted … Mark 14:28

Fulfilled … Matt. 28:6, 7

Remembered … John 2:22

Evidenced … John 21:14

Preached … 1 Cor. 15:11–15

Misunderstood … Mark 9:9, 10

Rissah—ruin; rain

Israelite camp … Num. 33:21, 22

Rithmah—broom plant

Israelite camp … Num. 33:18, 19

Rivalry—competition

Between man and neighbor … Eccl. 4:4

River—a large stream of water

A. Uses of:

Water … Jer. 2:18

Irrigation … Gen. 2:10 

Bathing … Ex. 2:5

Baptisms … Matt. 3:6

Healing … 2 Kin. 5:10

Hiding place … Ex. 2:2–4

Medium of death sentence … Ex. 1:22

B. List of:

Abanah … 2 Kin. 5:12

Arnon … Josh. 12:1

Chebar … Ezek. 10:15, 20

Euphrates … Gen. 2:14 

Gihon … Gen. 2:13 

Gozan … 2 Kin. 17:6

Hiddekel … Gen. 2:14 

Jabbok … Deut. 2:37

Jordan … Josh. 3:8

Kanah … Josh. 16:8

Kishon … Judg. 5:21

Nile (Sihor) … Jer. 2:18

Pharpar … 2 Kin. 5:12

Pishon … Gen. 2:11 

Ulai … Dan. 8:2, 16

C. Figurative of:

Prosperity of saints … Ps. 1:3

Affliction … Ps. 124:4

Christ … Is. 32:1, 2

God’s presence … Is. 33:21

Peace … Is. 66:12

Holy Spirit … John 7:38, 39

Rizia—delight

Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:39

Rizpah—glowing coal

Saul’s concubine taken by Abner … 2 Sam. 3:6–8

Sons of, killed … 2 Sam. 21:8, 9

Grief-stricken, cares for corpses … 2 Sam. 21:10–14

Road (see Highway)

Rob, robbery

A. Used literally of:

Plundering … 1 Sam. 23:1

Taking from the poor … Prov. 22:22

Robbers … Judg. 9:25

B. Used figuratively of:

Dishonest riches … Ps. 62:10

Holding back from God … Mal. 3:8, 9

False teachers … John 10:1, 8

Taking wages … 2 Cor. 11:8

Rock

A. Used for:

Altars … Judg. 6:20, 26

Idol worship … Is. 57:5

Protection … 1 Sam. 13:6

Shade … Is. 32:2

Inscriptions … Job 19:24

Executions … 2 Chr. 25:12

Foundations … Matt. 7:24, 25

Shelter … Job 24:8

Temple … Matt. 24:1, 2

Tomb … Matt. 27:60

B. Miracles connected with:

Water from … Ex. 17:6

Fire from … Judg. 6:21

Broken by wind … 1 Kin. 19:11

Split at Christ’s death … Matt. 27:51

C. Figurative of Christ, as:

Refuge … Is. 32:2

Foundation of the church … Matt. 16:18

Source of blessings … 1 Cor. 10:4

Stone of stumbling … Is. 8:14

Foundation of faith … Matt. 7:24, 25

Rock of Escape

Cliff in the wilderness near Maon … 1 Sam. 23:28

Rod—a staff or stick

A. Used for:

Sign of authority … Ex. 4:17, 20

Egyptians’ staffs … Ex. 7:12

Punishment … Ex. 21:20

Club … 1 Sam. 14:27

Correction of children … Prov. 13:24

B. Figurative of:

Christ … Is. 11:1

Christ’s rule … Ps. 2:9

Authority … Is. 14:5, 29

The gospel … Ps. 110:2

Roebuck—the deer, gazelle

In Solomon’s provisions … 1 Kin. 4:23

Rogelim—spies

Town in Gilead … 2 Sam. 17:27

Rohgah—tumult

Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:34

Romamti-Ezer—I have raised up help

Son of Heman … 1 Chr. 25:4, 31

Roman

1. Inhabitant of Rome … Acts 2:10

2. Official agent of the Roman government … John 11:46–48

3. Person possessing Roman citizenship … Acts 16:21–38

Romans, the Epistle to the—a book of the New Testament

The power of the gospel … Rom. 1:16

The pagans condemned … Rom. 1:17–32

The Jews condemned … Rom. 2:1–9

The advantages of the Jews … Rom. 3:1–8

None righteous … Rom. 3:9–20

Righteousness through faith … Rom. 3:21–31

Abraham justified … Rom. 4

The Second Adam … Rom. 5:12–21

On baptism … Rom. 6

The pull of sin … Rom. 7

The spiritual life … Rom. 8

The destiny of the Jews … Rom. 9–11

Life as worship … Rom. 12:1, 2

Serving the body … Rom. 12:3–21

Bearing with one another … Rom. 14, 15

Greetings … Rom. 16:1–24

Rome—the chief city of Italy

Jews expelled from … Acts 18:2

Paul:

Writes to Christians of … Rom. 1:7

Desires to go to … Acts 19:21

Comes to … Acts 28:14

Imprisoned in … Acts 28:16

Rooster crowing

Announced the dawn … Mark 13:35

Reminded Peter … Matt. 26:34, 74

Root—the part of a plant underground

Used figuratively of:

Material foundation … Jer. 12:2

Remnant … Judg. 5:14

National existence … Is. 14:30

National source … Rom. 11:16–18

Source of evil … 1 Tim. 6:10

Restoration … 2 Kin. 19:30

Spiritual life … Hos. 14:5

Spiritual foundation … Eph. 3:17

Messiah … Is. 11:1, 10

Rose—a beautiful flower

Of Sharon … Song 2:1

Desert shall blossom as … Is. 35:1

Rosh—head, chief

1. Benjamin’s son … Gen. 46:21

2. Northern people connected with Meshech and Tubal … Ezek. 38:2

Rot—to decay

A. Used literally of:

Sickness … Num. 5:21–27

Hardwood trees … Is. 40:20

B. Used figuratively of:

Wicked … Prov. 10:7





Foolish wife … Prov. 12:4

Rowing—to navigate a boat with oars

Against odds … Jon. 1:13

With much labor … Mark 6:48

Royal—belonging to a king

A. Used literally of:

King’s children … 2 Kin. 11:1

Robes of royalty … Esth. 6:8

City of a king … 2 Sam. 12:26

B. Used spiritually of:

Israel … Is. 62:3

The church … 1 Pet. 2:9

Ruby—a valuable gem (red pearl)

Very valuable … Prov. 3:15

Wisdom more valuable than … Job 28:18

Good wife above price of … Prov. 31:10

Reddish color … Lam. 4:7

Rudder—a steering apparatus

Literally … Acts 27:40

Figuratively … James 3:4

Rudeness—discourtesy

Shown toward:

Christ … Matt. 26:67, 68

Paul … Acts 23:2

Rue—a pungent perennial shrub

Tithed by Pharisees … Luke 11:42

Rufus—red-haired

1. Son of Simon of Cyrene … Mark 15:21

2. Christian of Rome … Rom. 16:13

Probably the same as 1

Rule—to govern

A. Of natural things:

Sun and moon … Gen. 1:16, 18 

Sea … Ps. 89:9

B. Among people

Husband over wife … Gen. 3:16

King over people … Ezra 4:20

Diligent over the lazy … Prov. 12:24

Servant over a son … Prov. 17:2

Rich over poor … Prov. 22:7

Servants over a people … Neh. 5:15

C. Of the Messiah:

Promised … Zech. 6:13

Victorious … Ps. 110:2

Announced … Matt. 2:6

Established … Rev. 12:5

Described … Rev. 2:27

Ruler—one who governs

A. Good characteristics of:

Upholding the good … Rom. 13:3

Believing … Matt. 9:18, 23

Faithful and wise … Matt. 24:45–47

Chosen by God … 2 Sam. 7:8

B. Bad characteristics of:

Love human praise … John 12:42, 43

Ignorant … Acts 3:17

Hostile … Acts 4:26

Love bribes … Hos. 4:18

C. Respect toward:

Commanded … Ex. 22:28

Illustrated … Acts 23:5

Ruler of this world

Satan thus called … John 14:30

To be cast out … John 12:31

Is judged … John 16:11

Source of evil … Eph. 2:2

Rumah—high place

Residence of Pedaiah … 2 Kin. 23:36

Run—to move swiftly

A. Used literally of:

Man … Num. 11:27

Water … Ps. 105:41

Race … 1 Cor. 9:24

B. Used figuratively of:

Eagerness in:

Evil … Prov. 1:16

Good … Ps. 119:32

Joy of salvation … Ps. 23:5

Christian life … Rom. 12:1; 1 Cor. 9:26

Rush—a cylindrical, often hollow marsh plant

Cut off from Israel; rendered “bulrush” … Is. 9:14

Signifying restoration … Is. 35:7

Rust—corrosion of metals

Destruction of earthly treasures … Matt. 6:19, 20

Of gold and silver … James 5:3

Ruth—female companion

Moabitess … Ruth 1:4

Married to Mahlon for 10 years … Ruth 1:4; Ruth 4:10

Follows Naomi … Ruth 1:6–18

In Bethlehem, gleans in Boaz’s field … Ruth 2:7–23

Marries Boaz … Ruth 4:9–13

Has a son, Obed … Ruth 4:10, 17

Ancestress of David … Ruth 4:13, 21, 22

Ancestress of Jesus … Matt. 1:5

Ruth, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Naomi’s misfortunes … Ruth 1:1–14

Ruth’s loyalty … Ruth 1:14–22

The favor of Boaz … Ruth 2:1–23

Boaz redeems … Ruth 3:8–4:12

The generations of Ruth … Ruth 4:13–22


S

Sabachthani—Why have You forsaken Me?

Christ’s cry on the cross … Matt. 27:46

Sabaoth—hosts

God as Lord of … Rom. 9:29; James 5:4

Sabbath—rest

A. History of:

Instituted at creation … Gen. 2:2, 3 

Observed before Sinai … Ex. 16:22–30

Commanded at Sinai … Ex. 20:8–11

Repeated at Canaan’s entry … Deut. 5:12–15

References to … 2 Kin. 4:23

Proper observance of, described … Is. 56:2–7

Postexilic Jews encouraged to keep … Neh. 10:31

Perversion of, condemned by Christ … Luke 13:14–17

Christ teaches on … Mark 6:2

Paul preached on … Acts 13:14

B. Features concerning:

Commemorative of creation … Ex. 20:8–11

Seventh day of the week … Deut. 5:14

Observance of, a perpetual covenant … Ex. 31:16, 17

Made for human good … Mark 2:27

Christ’s lordship over … Luke 6:5

C. Regulations concerning:

Work prohibited on … Lev. 23:3

Cattle must rest on … Ex. 20:10

Business forbidden on … Jer. 17:21, 22

To last from evening until evening … Lev. 23:32

Worship on … Ezek. 46:3

Works of mercy on … Matt. 12:12

Necessities lawful on … Luke 13:15, 16

Sabbath day’s journey—about 3,100 feet

Between Mt. Olivet and Jerusalem … Acts 1:12

Sabbatical year—a rest every seventh year

A. Purpose of:

Rest the land … Ex. 23:10, 11

Emancipate slaves … Ex. 21:2–6

Remit debts … Deut. 15:1–6

B. Allusions to, in history, in:

Time of the judges … Ruth 4:1–10

Preexilic times … Jer. 32:6–16

Postexilic times … Neh. 10:31

C. Spiritual significance of:

Punishment for nonobservance … Lev. 26:33–35

Illustrative of spiritual release … Is. 61:1–3; Luke 4:18–21

Figurative of spiritual rest … Heb. 4:1–11

See Jubilee, Year of

Sabeans—descendants of Sheba

Job’s property attacked by … Job 1:13–15

Subject to Israel … Is. 45:14

See Sheba 4, 5, 6

Sabtah

Son of Cush and grandson of Ham … Gen. 10:7

Sabtechah

Son of Cush and grandson of Ham … Gen. 10:7

Sacar—hired

1. Ahiam’s father … 1 Chr. 11:35

Called Sharar … 2 Sam. 23:33

2. Family of gatekeepers … 1 Chr. 26:4

Sachiah—fame of Yahweh

Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:10

Sackcloth—a coarse fabric made of goat’s hair

A. Worn by:

Kings … 2 Kin. 6:30

Prophets … Is. 20:2

People … Luke 10:13

Women … Is. 32:11

B. Expressive of:

Sorrow … Gen. 37:34

Repentance … Joel 1:8, 13

Subjection … 1 Kin. 20:31, 32

Fasting … Is. 58:5

Protest … Esth. 4:1–4

C. Symbolic of:

Severe judgment … Is. 50:3

God’s judgment … Rev. 6:12

Sacrament (see Baptism, Christian; Lord’s Supper)

Sacred places

Chosen by God … Deut. 12:11

Not to trust in … John 4:20–24

Sacrifice, sacrifices

A. Requirements of:

Upon altar only … Ex. 20:24

Clean animals … Gen. 8:20

To God alone … Ex. 22:20

Perfect animals … Lev. 22:19

At place divinely established … Deut. 12:5, 6

By appointed priests … 1 Sam. 2:28

In faith … Gen. 4:4

In obedience … 1 Sam. 15:22

B. Perversion of, in offering:

To demons … 1 Cor. 10:20

To idols … 2 Chr. 34:25

Defective animals … Mal. 1:13, 14

Without respect … 1 Sam. 2:29

C. Inadequacy of:

Could not atone for sins … Ps. 40:6; Heb. 10:1–4

Limited to legal purification … Heb. 9:13, 22

D. Figurative of:

Christ’s sacrifice … 1 Cor. 5:7

Prayer … Ps. 141:2

Worship … 1 Pet. 2:5

Righteousness … Ps. 51:19

E. Of Christ to:

Redeem from the Curse … Gal. 3:13

Secure our redemption … Matt. 20:28

Reconcile God and humankind … Rom. 5:10

Sacrilege—profaning holy things

A. Done by:

Defaming God’s name … 2 Kin. 18:28–35

Profaning the Sabbath … Neh. 13:15–21

Debauching holy things … John 2:14–16

B. Those guilty of:

People … 1 Sam. 6:19

Pagans … Dan. 5:1–4

Priests … Lev. 10:1–7

Pharisees … Matt. 23:16–22

Saddle—cloth or leather seat for a rider

Balaam’s … Num. 22:21

Sadducees—followers of Zadok

Rejected by John … Matt. 3:7

Tested Jesus … Matt. 16:1–12

Silenced by Jesus … Matt. 22:23–34

Did not believe in resurrection of the dead … Mark 12:18

Antagonized by teaching of resurrection … Acts 4:1, 2

Opposed apostles … Acts 5:17–40

Safe, safety—dwelling without fear or harm

A. False means of:

Wickedness … Job 21:7–9, 17

Folly … Job 5:2–4

False hope … 1 Thess. 5:3

B. True means of:

Lord … Ps. 4:8

Lord’s protection … Deut. 33:12

Apostolic admonition … Phil. 3:1

Saffron—a variety of crocus; used as a perfume or medicine

Figurative of the bride … Song 4:14

Sail—an expanse of material used to catch the wind and propel a sailing ship

Figurative of:

Enemies’ weakness … Is. 33:23

The pride of Tyre … Ezek. 27:7

Sailors—mariners; seamen

Skilled … 1 Kin. 9:27

Fearful … Jon. 1:5

Cry bitterly … Ezek. 27:8–36

Storm-tossed … Acts 27:18–31

Saints—God’s redeemed people

A. Descriptive of:

Old Testament believers … Matt. 27:52

Christians … Acts 9:32, 41

Christian martyrs … Rev. 16:6

Those present with Christ at His return … 1 Thess. 3:13

B. Their weaknesses, subject to:

Needs … Rom. 12:13; 2 Cor. 9:1, 12

Persecution … Dan. 7:21, 25

C. Their duty to:

Keep God’s Word … Jude 3

Grow spiritually … Eph. 4:12

Avoid evil … Eph. 5:3

Judge world … 1 Cor. 6:1, 2

Pray for others … Eph. 6:18

Minister to others … Heb. 6:10

D. God’s protection of, He:

Forsakes them not … Ps. 37:28

Gathers them … Ps. 50:5

Keeps them … 1 Sam. 2:9

Counts them precious … Ps. 116:15

Intercedes for them … Rom. 8:27

Will glorify them … 2 Thess. 1:10

Salamis—a town of Cyprus

Paul preaches here … Acts 13:4, 5

Salcah—wandering

City in Bashan … Deut. 3:10

Salem—peace

Jerusalem’s original name … Gen. 14:18

Used poetically … Ps. 76:2

Salim—completeness

Place near Aenon … John 3:23

Sallai—rejecter

1. Benjamite chief … Neh. 11:8

2. Priestly family … Neh. 12:20

Called Sallu … Neh. 12:7

Sallu—contempt

Benjamite family … 1 Chr. 9:7

See Sallai 2

Salma—clothing

Son of Hur … 1 Chr. 2:50, 51

Salmon

Father of Boaz … Ruth 4:20, 21

Ancestor of Christ … Matt. 1:4, 5

Salome—feminine of Solomon

1. Among ministering women … Mark 15:40, 41

Visits empty tomb … Mark 16:1

2. Herodias’s daughter (not named in the Bible) … Matt. 14:6–11

Salt

A. Uses of:

Seasoning:

Food … Job 6:6

Sacrifice … Lev. 2:13

Rubbed on infants at birth … Ezek. 16:4

Making land unproductive … Judg. 9:45

B. Miracles connected with:

Lot’s wife becomes pillar of … Gen. 19:26

Elisha purified water with … 2 Kin. 2:19–22

C. Figurative of:

God’s everlasting covenant … Num. 18:19

Barrenness and desolation … Deut. 29:23

Good influence … Matt. 5:13

Peace in the heart … Mark 9:50

Wise speech … Col. 4:6

Final judgment … Mark 9:49

Reprobation … Ezek. 47:9, 11

Salt, City of

City in the wilderness of Judah … Josh. 15:62

Salt Sea

Old Testament name for the Dead Sea … Gen. 14:3; Num. 34:3, 12

Salt, Valley of—a valley south of the Dead Sea

Site of:

David’s victory … 2 Sam. 8:13

Amaziah’s victory … 2 Kin. 14:7

Salu—restored

Simeonite prince … Num. 25:14

Salvation

A. Descriptive of:

National deliverance … Ex. 14:13

Salvation—continued

Deliverance from enemies … 2 Chr. 20:17

Messiah … Matt. 1:21

B. Source of, in:

God’s grace … Eph. 2:5, 8

God’s love … Rom. 5:8

God’s mercy … Titus 3:5

Christ alone … Acts 4:12

Cross … 1 Cor. 1:18

C. History of:

Promised to Adam … Gen. 3:15

Announced to Abram … Gen. 12:1–3

Revealed to the prophets … 1 Pet. 1:10–12

Longed for by the saints … Ps. 119:81, 174

Promised to Gentiles … Is. 45:21, 22

To be realized in the Messiah … Is. 59:16, 17

Seen in Christ’s birth … Luke 1:69, 77

Christ, the author … Heb. 5:9

Appeared to all people … Titus 2:11

Proclaimed to Israel … Zech. 9:9

Accomplished on the cross … John 3:14, 15

Preached through the gospel … Eph. 1:13

Rejected by Israel … Acts 13:26–46

Extended to Gentiles … Acts 28:28

This age, day of … 2 Cor. 6:2

God’s longsuffering in … 2 Pet. 3:9

Final, nearer each day … Rom. 13:11

Consummated in the Second Advent … Heb. 9:28

Praise for, in heaven … Rev. 7:10

D. Requirements of:

Confession … Acts 2:21; Rom. 10:10

Repentance … Mark 1:15

Faith … John 3:14–18

Regeneration … John 3:3–8

Holy Scripture … 2 Tim. 3:15

Believe … Rom. 10:9

E. Negative blessings of, deliverance from:

Sin … Matt. 1:21

Satan’s power … Heb. 2:14, 15

Wrath … Rom. 5:9

Eternal death … John 3:16, 17

F. Positive blessings of:

Chosen to … 2 Thess. 2:13

Appointed to … 1 Thess. 5:9

Kept unto … 1 Pet. 1:5

Rejoiced in … 1 Pet. 4:13

To be worked out … Phil. 2:12

G. Temporal aspects of:

Past … Eph. 2:8

Present … 1 Cor. 1:18

Future … Heb. 9:28

Samaria—watchtower

1. Capital of Israel … 1 Kin. 16:24–29

Built by Omri … 1 Kin. 16:23, 24

Israel’s “crown of pride” … Is. 28:1

Besieged twice by Ben-Hadad … 1 Kin. 20:1–22

Miraculously saved … 2 Kin. 6:8–23

Worshipers of Baal destroyed … 2 Kin. 10:1–28

Taken captive; people of, exiled … 2 Kin. 17:6

Threatened with divine judgment … Is. 28:1–4; Amos 3:11, 12

Repopulated with foreigners … 2 Kin. 17:24–41

2. Name of northern kingdom … 1 Kin. 21:1

3. District of Palestine in Christ’s time … Luke 17:11–19

Preaching in, forbidden by Christ … Matt. 10:5

Preaching of gospel in, commanded … Acts 1:8

Churches established there … Acts 9:31

Paul preached there … Acts 15:3

Samaritans—inhabitants of Samaria

Of mixed blood and defiled religion … 2 Kin. 17:24–41

Seek alliance with Jews … Ezra 4:1–4

Jews did not associate with … John 4:9

Christ and the Samaritan woman … John 4:5–42

Story of “the Good Samaritan” … Luke 10:30–37

Jesus heals a Samaritan leper … Luke 17:11–19

A town of, rejects Jesus … Luke 9:52–55

Beliefs of … John 4:25

Converts among … Acts 8:5–25

Samek

Fifteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:113–120

Samgar-Nebo—be gracious, Nebo

Prince of Nebuchadnezzar … Jer. 39:3

Samlah—a garment

Edomite king … Gen. 36:36, 37

Samos—an island off the coast of Lydia

Visited by Paul … Acts 20:15

Samothrace—an island in the Aegean Sea

Visited by Paul … Acts 16:11

Samson—sunlike

A. Life of:

Judge from tribe of Dan … Judg. 13:2, 5

Birth of, predicted … Judg. 13:3–7

God’s Spirit moves him … Judg. 13:24, 25

Desired a Philistine wife … Judg. 14:1–9

Posed a riddle … Judg. 14:10–14

Betrayed, kills 30 men … Judg. 14:15–20

Enticed by Delilah, loses strength … Judg. 16:4–20

Blinded and bound … Judg. 16:21

Destroyed over 3,000 in his death … Judg. 16:22–31; Heb. 11:32

Listed as a man of faith … Heb. 11:32

B. Character of:

Weaknesses:

Attracted to foreign women … Judg. 14:1–4; Judg. 16:1; Judg. 16:4

Takes revenge … Judg. 15:1–8

Disregard for his Nazirite vow … Judg. 13:4, 5; Judg. 14:8, 9; Judg. 16:19

Strengths:

Dependence on God … Judg. 15:18, 19

Repentance that restored … Judg. 16:28–31

Samuel—name of God (a godly name)

A. Life of:

Born in answer to Hannah’s prayer … 1 Sam. 1:5–21

Before birth, dedicated to God as a a Nazirite … 1 Sam. 1:11, 22

Brought to Shiloh; reared by Eli … 1 Sam. 1:24–28

His mother praised God for … 1 Sam. 2:1–10

The child Samuel called by God … 1 Sam. 3:2–10

Delivered God’s rebuke to Eli … 1 Sam. 3:11–18

Recognized as a prophet … 1 Sam. 3:20, 21

Became a circuit judge … 1 Sam. 7:15–17

Called Israel to repentance … 1 Sam. 7:3–6

Samuel’s sons rejected by Israel; they ask for a king … 1 Sam. 8:1–6

Anointed Saul as king … 1 Sam. 10:1

Advised Saul God had rejected him as king … 1 Sam. 13:13, 14; 1 Sam. 15:28

Anointed David as king … 1 Sam. 16:13

Woman of En Dor calls up spirit of; he foretells Saul’s defeat and death … 1 Sam. 28:11–20

Lamented in death … 1 Sam. 25:1

B. Ministry of:

Served as priest … 1 Sam. 2:11, 18; 1 Chr. 6:1, 28

Served as prophet, seer … 1 Sam. 3:19–21

Served as judge … 1 Sam. 7:15–17

Organized gatekeepers … 1 Chr. 9:22; 1 Chr. 26:28

Inspired as a writer … 1 Chr. 29:29

Inspired as a prophet … Acts 3:24

Faithful to God … Heb. 11:32–34

Industrious in service … 1 Chr. 9:22

Devout in life … Jer. 15:1

Powerful in prayer … Ps. 99:6

Samuel, Books of—two books of the Old Testament

A. 1 Samuel:

Birth of Samuel … 1 Sam. 1:19–28

Hannah’s song … 1 Sam. 2:1–10

The ark captured … 1 Sam. 4:1–11

The ark returned … 1 Sam. 6:1–21

Saul chosen as king … 1 Sam. 9:1–27

Saul anointed … 1 Sam. 10:1–27

Saul against the Philistines … 1 Sam. 13:1–4

Saul is rejected … 1 Sam. 15:10–31

David is anointed … 1 Sam. 16:1–13

David and Goliath … 1 Sam. 17:23–58

Jonathan’s love … 1 Sam. 19:1–7

Saul against David … 1 Sam. 23:6–29

David spares Saul … 1 Sam. 24:1–8; 1 Sam. 26:1–16

The medium of En Dor … 1 Sam. 28:7–25

David against the Amalekites … 1 Sam. 30:1–31

Death of Saul … 1 Sam. 31:1–13

B. 2 Samuel:

David’s lament … 2 Sam. 1:17–27

David anointed as king … 2 Sam. 2:1–7

The ark in Zion … 2 Sam. 6:1–19

David plans the temple … 2 Sam. 7:1–29

The kingdom expands … 2 Sam. 8:1–18

David and Bathsheba … 2 Sam. 11:1–27

Nathan rebukes David … 2 Sam. 12:1–12

David repents … 2 Sam. 12:13, 14

David’s child dies … 2 Sam. 12:15–23

Amnon and Tamar … 2 Sam. 13:1–19

The mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:8–39

David takes a census … 2 Sam. 24:1–25

Sanballat—Sin (the moon-god) has given life

Influential Samaritan … Neh. 2:10

Opposes Nehemiah’s plans … Neh. 4:7, 8

Seeks to assassinate Nehemiah … Neh. 6:1–4

Fails in intimidation … Neh. 6:5–14

His daughter marries Eliashib, the high priest … Neh. 13:4, 28

Sanctification—growing in holiness

Produced by:

God … 1 Thess. 5:23

Christ … Heb. 2:11

Holy Spirit … 1 Pet. 1:2

Truth … John 17:17, 19

Christ’s blood … Heb. 9:14

Prayer … 1 Tim. 4:4, 5

Believing spouse … 1 Cor. 7:14

See Godliness; Holiness of Christians; Piety

Sanctimoniousness—assumed and pretended holiness

Condemned by Christ … Matt. 6:5

Sanctuary (see Most Holy Place; Tabernacle)

Sand

Figurative uses of:

One’s posterity … Gen. 22:17

Weight … Job 6:3

Large number of people … Josh. 11:4

God’s thoughts toward us … Ps. 139:17, 18

Sandals, shoe—leather strapped to the feet

A. Characteristics of:

Some considered worthless … Amos 2:6

Used for dress occasions … Luke 15:22

Worn as adornment … Song 7:1

Worn out after a journey … Josh. 9:5, 13

Preserved supernaturally … Deut. 29:5

Worn by Christ’s disciples … Mark 6:9

B. Symbolism of:

Taking on—readiness for a journey … Ex. 12:11

Putting off—reverence before God … Ex. 3:5; Josh. 5:15

Want of—mourning … 2 Sam. 15:30

Giving to another—manner of attestation in Israel … Ruth 4:7, 8

To unloose another’s—act of homage … Luke 3:16

C. Figurative of:

Protection and provision … Deut. 33:25

Preparation for service … Eph. 6:15

Alertness … Is. 5:27

Sanhedrin (see Council)

Sanitation and hygiene

A. Laws relating to:

Dead bodies … Lev. 11:24–40

Contagion … Num. 9:6, 10

Leprosy … Lev. 13:2–59

Menstruation … Lev. 15:19–30

Women in childbirth … Lev. 12:2–8

Man’s discharge … Lev. 15:2–18

B. Provisions for health:

Washing … Deut. 23:10, 11

Burning … Num. 31:19–23

Isolation … Lev. 13:2–5, 31–33

Destruction … Lev. 14:39–45

Covering excrement … Deut. 23:12, 13

Sanity, spiritual

Young men urged to … Titus 2:6

Accomplished by Christ … Luke 8:35

Illustrated by Paul’s change … Acts 26:11, 25

Sansannah—palm branch

Town in south Judah … Josh. 15:31

Sap—the living fluid of woody plants

Lord’s trees full of … Ps. 104:16

Saph—basin

Philistine giant … 2 Sam. 21:18

Called Sippai … 1 Chr. 20:4

Sapphira—beautiful

Wife of Ananias … Acts 5:1

Struck dead for lying … Acts 5:1–11

Sapphire—a precious stone

Worn by high priest … Ex. 28:18

John’s vision … Rev. 21:19

Sarah, Sarai—princess

Half sister and wife of Abram … Gen. 11:29–31; Gen. 20:11–13

Represented as Abram’s sister … Gen. 12:10–20; Gen. 20:1–13

Barren … Gen. 11:30

Gave Abram her maid … Gen. 16:1–3

Promised a son … Gen. 17:15–21; Rom. 9:9

Gave birth to Isaac … Gen. 21:1–8

Responsible for Hagar’s and Ishmael’s departure … Gen. 21:8–21

Lived 127 years … Gen. 23:1

Died at Kirjath Arba … Gen. 23:2

Buried by Abraham at Machpelah … Gen. 23:19

Example of submission … 1 Pet. 3:6

Saraph—burning

Descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:22

Sarcasm—a biting taunt, mock

A. Purposes of, to:

Recall injustice … Judg. 9:7–19

Remind of duty neglected … 1 Sam. 26:15

Mock idolaters … 1 Kin. 18:27

Deflate pride … 1 Kin. 20:10, 11

Warn of defeat … 2 Kin. 14:8–12

B. Uttered by:

Friend … Job 11:2–12

Enemies … Neh. 4:2, 3

Persecutors … Matt. 27:28, 29

Apostle … Acts 23:1–5

God … Jer. 25:27

Sardis—the chief city of Lydia in Asia Minor

One of the seven churches … Rev. 1:11

Sardites

Descendants of Sered … Num. 26:26

Sardius—a precious stone

Used in “breastplate” … Ex. 28:15–17

In the Garden of Eden … Ezek. 28:13

Worn by priest … Ex. 28:17

Sardonyx—a precious stone

In John’s vision … Rev. 21:19, 20

Sargon—the constituted king

King of Assyria … Is. 20:1

Sarid—survivor

Village of Zebulun … Josh. 19:10, 12

Sarsechim

Prince of Nebuchadnezzar … Jer. 39:3

Satan—adversary

A. Names of (see Devil) … 

B. Designs of, to:

Undo God’s work … Mark 4:15

Make people turn away from God … Job 2:4, 5

Instigate evil … John 13:2, 27

Satan—continued

Secure humankind’s worship … Luke 4:6–8; 2 Thess. 2:3, 4

C. Character of:

Deceiver … Rev. 12:9

Father of lies … John 8:44

Adversary … 1 Pet. 5:8

Tempter … Matt. 4:3

D. Methods of:

Disguises himself … 2 Cor. 11:14

Insinuates doubt … Gen. 3:1 

Misuses Scripture … Matt. 4:6

Uses schemes … 2 Cor. 2:11

Afflicts believers … Luke 13:16

E. Judgment upon:

Bound … Mark 3:27

Cast out … John 12:31

Judged … John 16:11

Bruised … Rom. 16:20

Assigned to hell … Matt. 25:41

Satiate(d)—to be satisfied

Scorners and fools shall be … Prov. 1:22, 31

The sword shall be … Jer. 46:10

Israel was not … Ezek. 16:28

Satire—exposing problems to ridicule

Jesus’ devastating use of … Matt. 23:1–33

Satisfaction—that which completely fulfills

A. Of physical things:

Sexual pleasures … Prov. 5:19

Bread of heaven … Ps. 105:40

Long life … Ps. 91:16

B. Of spiritual things, God’s:

Mercy … Ps. 90:14

Presence … Ps. 17:15

C. Of things empty of:

Labor … Is. 55:2

Sinful ways … Ezek. 16:28, 29

Persecution … Job 19:22

Satrap—protector of the land

Officials appointed over the kingdom … Dan. 6:1

Saul—asked (of God)

1. Son of Kish; first king of Israel … 1 Sam. 9:1, 2

From tribe of Benjamin … 1 Sam. 9:1, 2

Seeks his father’s donkeys … 1 Sam. 9:3–14

Meets Samuel … 1 Sam. 9:16–27

Prophesies as sign … 1 Sam. 10:7, 11

Anointed as king … 1 Sam. 10:1–16

Victories and family … 1 Sam. 14:47–52

Fights against Philistines; becomes jealous of David … 1 Sam. 17:1–58; 1 Sam. 18:6–13

Promises his daughter to David … 1 Sam. 18:14–30

Seeks to murder David … 1 Sam. 19:1–24

Pursues David … 1 Sam. 23:1–28

His life spared by David … 1 Sam. 26:1–25

Seeks out medium … 1 Sam. 28:1–14

Samuel’s spirit predicts defeat and death … 1 Sam. 28:15–20

Defeated, commits suicide … 1 Sam. 31:1–6

Men of Jabesh Gilead reclaim his body … 1 Sam. 31:11, 12

Burial of … 1 Sam. 31:13

David’s lament over … 2 Sam. 1:17–27

Sin of, exposed … 2 Sam. 21:1–9

2. King of Edom … Gen. 36:37

Savior—one who saves

Applied to:

God … Ps. 106:21

Christ … 2 Tim. 1:10

Savior, Jesus as

A. Characteristics of:

Only … Acts 4:10, 12

Complete … Col. 2:10

Powerful … Col. 1:12–18

Authoritative … John 10:18

Universal … 1 Tim. 4:10

Loving … Titus 3:4

Merciful … Titus 3:5

B. Announcement of, by:

Prophets … Is. 42:6, 7

Angels … Matt. 1:20, 21

John the Baptist … John 1:29

Christ … John 12:44–50

Peter … Acts 5:31

Paul … 1 Tim. 1:15

John … 1 John 4:14

C. Office of, involves His:

Becoming man … Heb. 2:14

Perfect righteousness … Heb. 5:8, 9

Perfect obedience … Rom. 5:19, 20

Dying for us … 1 Pet. 1:18–20

D. Saves us from:

Wrath … Rom. 5:9

Sin … John 1:29

Death … John 11:25, 26

Saw—a toothed tool

For cutting:

Stones … 1 Kin. 7:9

Wood … Is. 10:15

For torture … 1 Chr. 20:3

Scab

Disqualifies an offering … Lev. 22:21, 22

Priest observes … Lev. 13:6–8

Israel threatened with … Deut. 28:27

Scabbard—a sheath

For God’s Word … Jer. 47:6

Scandal—something disgraceful

In:

Priesthood … 1 Sam. 2:22–24

Family … 2 Sam. 13:1–22

Scapegoat—a goat of departure

Bears sin away … Lev. 16:8–22

Typical of Christ … Is. 53:6, 11, 12

Scarlet—a brilliant crimson

A. Literal uses of, for:

Tabernacle … Ex. 26:1, 31, 36

Identification … Gen. 38:28, 30

B. Symbolic uses of:

Royalty … Matt. 27:28

Prosperity … 2 Sam. 1:24

Conquest … Nah. 2:3

Deep sin … Is. 1:18

Scatter—to disperse abroad

A. Applied to:

Nations … Gen. 11:8, 9

Christians … Acts 8:1, 4

B. Caused by:

Sin … 1 Kin. 14:15, 16

Persecution … Acts 11:19

Scepter—a royal staff

Sign of authority … Esth. 4:11

Of Judah’s tribe … Gen. 49:10

Promise concerning … Num. 24:17

Fulfilled in Christ … Heb. 1:8

Sceva

Jewish priest at Ephesus … Acts 19:14

Father of seven sons … Acts 19:14

Schemes of Satan

Known by Christians … 2 Cor. 2:11

Warnings against … 2 Cor. 11:3, 13–15

Armor provided against … Eph. 6:11

World falls before … Rev. 13:1–18

Schism—a division within a body

Prohibition concerning … 1 Cor. 12:25

Translated “pulls away” … Matt. 9:16

Scholars—men reputed for learning

Numbered by David … 1 Chr. 25:1, 7, 8

God’s judgment against … Mal. 2:12

Moses, an expert … Acts 7:22

Gamaliel, famous as … Acts 5:34

School—an institution of learning

Home … Deut. 6:6–10

Temple … 1 Chr. 25:7, 8

In Ephesus … Acts 19:1, 9

Levites, teachers of … 2 Chr. 17:7–9

Best subjects of … Is. 50:4

Schoolmaster—a tutor

Applied to the Mosaic Law … Gal. 3:24, 25

Science—exact knowledge

A. Implied reference to:

Architecture … 2 Chr. 2:1–18

Astronomy … Gen. 15:5

Biology … Ps. 139:13–16

Engineering … Gen. 6:14–16

Medicine … Ps. 103:3

Meteorology … Job 38:22–38

Surveying … Ezek. 40:5, 6

B. Significance of, to:

Manifest God’s existence … Ps. 19:1–6

Prove God’s prophecies … Jer. 25:12

Illustrate heaven’s glory … Rev. 21:9–23

Point to Christ as source of … Col. 2:2, 3

Scoffers

Wicked … Prov. 9:7

Unwilling to take rebuke … Prov. 9:7, 8

Incorrigible … Prov. 15:12

Abomination … Prov. 24:9

Scorners—arrogant disdainers of others

Classified among fools … Prov. 1:22

Manifested in the last days … 2 Pet. 3:3

Will be judged … Prov. 19:29

Scorpion—an eight-legged creature having a poisonous tail

A. Used literally of:

Desert creatures … Deut. 8:15

Poisonous creatures … Luke 10:19

B. Used figuratively of:

Heavy burdens … 1 Kin. 12:11

Agents of the Antichrist … Rev. 9:3, 5, 10

Scourging—punishment by whipping; flogging

For immorality … Lev. 19:20

Forty blows … Deut. 25:1–3

Of Christ … Matt. 27:26; Mark 15:15; John 19:1

Of Christians … Matt. 10:17

Thirty-nine lashes … 2 Cor. 11:24

Of apostles … Acts 5:40; Gal. 6:17

Scribe’s knife—a knife used to sharpen reed pens

Used by Jehoiakim on Jeremiah’s scroll … Jer. 36:23–28

Scribes—experts in legal matters

A. Employment of:

Transcribers of legal contracts … Jer. 32:12

Keepers of records … Jer. 36:25, 26

Advisors in state affairs … 1 Chr. 27:32

Custodians of draft records … 2 Kin. 25:19

Collectors of temple revenue … 2 Kin. 12:10

Teacher of the Law … Ezra 7:6, 10, 12

B. Characteristics of, in New Testament times, their:

Righteousness external … Matt. 5:20

Teaching without authority … Matt. 7:29

Desired notoriety … Luke 20:46, 47

C. Their attitude toward Christ:

Accusing Him of blasphemy … Mark 2:6, 7

Seeking to accuse … Luke 6:7

Questioning His authority … Luke 20:1, 2

Desiring to kill Him … Luke 22:2

D. Christ’s attitude toward:

Exposes them … Matt. 23:13–36

Condemns them … Luke 20:46, 47

Calls them hypocrites … Matt. 15:1–9

Scriptures—God’s revelation

A. Called:

Word of God … Heb. 4:12

Word of truth … James 1:18

Oracles of God … Rom. 3:2

Word … James 1:21–23

Holy Scriptures … Rom. 1:2

Sword of the Spirit … Eph. 6:17

Scriptures of the prophets … Rom. 16:26

B. Described as:

Authoritative … 1 Pet. 4:11

Inspired … 2 Tim. 3:16

Effectual in life … 1 Thess. 2:13

Truth … Ps. 119:160

Perfect … Ps. 19:7

Sharp … Heb. 4:12

Pure … Prov. 30:5

C. Inspiration of, proved by:

External evidence … Heb. 2:1–4

Internal nature … 2 Tim. 3:16, 17

Infallibility … John 10:35

Fulfillment of prophecy … John 5:39, 45–47

D. Understanding of, by:

Spirit’s illumination … 1 Cor. 2:10–14

Searching … John 5:39

Reasoning … Acts 17:2

Comparing … 2 Pet. 1:20, 21

Human help … Acts 17:10–12

E. Proper uses of:

Regeneration … 1 Pet. 1:23

Salvation … 2 Tim. 3:15

Producing life … John 20:31

Searching our hearts … Heb. 4:12

Spiritual growth … Acts 20:32

Sanctification … John 17:17

Illumination … Ps. 119:105

Keeping from sin … Ps. 119:9, 11

Defeating Satan … Eph. 6:16, 17

Proving truth … Acts 18:28

F. Misuses of, by:

Satan … Matt. 4:6

Hypocrites … Matt. 22:23–29

False teachers … 2 Cor. 2:17

Unlearned … 2 Pet. 3:16

G. Positive attitudes toward:

Let dwell in richly … Col. 3:16

Search daily … Acts 17:11

Hide in the heart … Ps. 119:11

Love … Ps. 119:97, 113, 167

Delight in … Ps. 1:2

Receive with meekness … James 1:21

Teach to children … Deut. 11:19

Obey … James 1:22

Read … Deut. 17:19

H. Negative attitudes toward, not to:

Add to or subtract from … Deut. 4:2

Handle deceitfully … 2 Cor. 4:2

Twist … 2 Pet. 3:16

Invalidate by traditions … Mark 7:9–13

I. Fulfillment of, cited to show:

Christ’s:

Mission … Luke 4:16–21

Death … Luke 24:27, 44–47

Rejection … Acts 28:25–29

Resurrection … Acts 2:24–31

Spirit’s descent … John 14:16–21

Faith … Rom. 4:3

J. Distortion of:

Condemned … Prov. 30:5, 6; Rev. 22:18–20

Predicted … 2 Tim. 4:3, 4

K. Memorization of:

Keeps from sin … Ps. 119:11

Gives understanding … Ps. 119:130

Facilitates prayer … John 15:7

Scriptures, devotional readings

A. For personal needs:

Comfort … Ps. 43:1–5; Rom. 8:26–28

Courage … Ps. 46:1–11; 2 Cor. 4:7–18

Direction … Heb. 4:16; James 1:5, 6

Peace … Ps. 4:1–8; Phil. 4:4–7

Relief … Ps. 91:1–16; 2 Cor. 12:8–10

Rest … Matt. 11:28–30; Rom. 8:31–39

Temptation … Ps. 1:1–6; 1 Cor. 10:6–13; James 1:12–16

B. For instruction:

Sermon on the Mount … Matt. 5:1–7:29

Prayer … Matt. 6:5–15; Phil. 4:6, 7

Golden Rule … Matt. 7:12

Great Commandment … Matt. 22:36–40

Great Commission … Matt. 28:18–20

Salvation … John 3:1–36

Good Shepherd … John 10:1–18

Spiritual fruit … John 15:1–17; Gal. 5:22, 23

Guilt … Rom. 8:1

Righteousness … Rom. 3:19–28

Justification … Rom. 5:1–21

Christian service … Rom. 12:1–21; Rom. 13:1–14

Stewardship … 2 Cor. 8:1–24; 2 Cor. 9:1–15

Love … 1 Cor. 13:1–13

Regeneration … Eph. 2:1–10

Christ’s exaltation … Phil. 2:5–11

Resurrection … 1 Thess. 4:13–18

Judgment … Rev. 20:10–15

New heaven and earth … Rev. 21:1–27; Rev. 22:1–5

Scriptures, distortion of

Condemned … Prov. 30:5, 6

Turning to fables … 2 Tim. 4:3, 4

By unlearned … 2 Pet. 3:15–17

God will punish … Rev. 22:18–20

Scroll—a papyrus or leather roll (book)

Applied to the heavens … Is. 34:4

Sky split apart like a … Rev. 6:14

Called a book … Ps. 40:7

State documents written on … Ezra 6:2

Scroll—continued

Scripture written on … Is. 8:1

Scum—the residue of dirt

Used figuratively … Ezek. 24:6–12

Scythians—natives of Scythia

In the Christian church … Col. 3:11

Sea—a large body of water

A. Described as:

Created by God … Acts 4:24

Deep … Ps. 68:22

Turbulent and dangerous … Ps. 89:9

All rivers run into … Eccl. 1:7

Bound by God’s decree … Jer. 5:22

Manifesting God’s works … Ps. 104:24, 25

B. List of, in the Bible:

Great Sea (Mediterranean) … Ezek. 47:10

Salt or Dead Sea … Gen. 14:3

Red Sea … Ex. 10:19

Sea of Galilee (Chinnereth) … Num. 34:11

Adriatic … Acts 27:27

C. Figurative of:

Extension of the gospel … Is. 11:9

Righteousness … Is. 48:18

False teachers … Jude 13

Sea gull

Listed as unclean … Lev. 11:13, 16

Sea, cast metal

Vessel in the temple … 1 Kin. 7:23

Sea of glass

Before the throne of God … Rev. 4:6

Seal—instrument used to authenticate ownership

A. Used literally to:

Guarantee business deals … Jer. 32:11–14

Ratify covenants … Neh. 10:1

Insure a prophecy … Dan. 9:24

Protect books … Rev. 5:2, 5, 9

Lock doors … Matt. 27:66

B. Used figuratively of:

Ownership of married love … Song 4:12; Song 8:6

Hidden things … Is. 29:11

God’s witness to Christ … John 6:27

Believer’s security … 2 Cor. 1:22

Assurance … Eph. 4:30

God’s ownership of His people … Rev. 7:3–8

Seamstress—a dressmaker

Dorcas known as … Acts 9:36–42

Search—to make intensive investigation

A. Applied literally to:

Lost article … Gen. 31:34–37

Records … Ezra 4:15, 19

Child … Matt. 2:8

Scriptures … John 5:39

Enemy … 1 Sam. 23:23

B. Applied figuratively to:

Human heart … Ps. 139:1, 23

Understanding … Prov. 2:4

Conscience … Prov. 20:27

Self-examination … Judg. 5:16

Season—a period of time

A. Descriptive of:

Period of the year … Gen. 1:14 

Revealed times … 1 Thess. 5:1

Right time … Deut. 11:14

B. Of the year:

Guaranteed by God … Gen. 8:22

Proof of God’s providence … Acts 14:17

Indicated by the moon … Ps. 104:19

Seat—a place of authority

A. Descriptive of:

Inner court … Ezek. 8:3

Assembly … Matt. 23:6

B. Figurative of:

God’s throne … Job 23:3

Association with evil … Ps. 1:1

Satanic power … Rev. 13:2

Seba

Cush’s oldest son … Gen. 10:7

See Sabeans

Secacah—thicket

Village of Judah … Josh. 15:1, 61

Sechu—observatory

Village near Ramah … 1 Sam. 19:22

Second

A. Descriptive of:

Next in order … Gen. 1:8 

Repetition … 1 Kin. 18:34

Second Advent … Heb. 9:28

B. Used figuratively and spiritually of:

Christ … 1 Cor. 15:47

Finality … Titus 3:10

New covenant … Heb. 8:7

Death … Rev. 2:11

Second chance

None in hell … Luke 16:23–31

Second coming of Christ

A. Described as:

Day of:

The Lord … 1 Thess. 5:2

Lord Jesus … 1 Cor. 5:5

God … 2 Pet. 3:12

That Day … 2 Thess. 1:10

Last Day … John 12:48

B. Purposes of, to:

Fulfill His Word … John 14:3

Raise the dead … 1 Thess. 4:13–18

Destroy death … 1 Cor. 15:25, 26

Gather the elect … Matt. 24:31

Judge the world … Matt. 25:32–46

Glorify believers … Col. 3:4

Reward God’s people … Matt. 16:27

C. Time of:

Unknown to us … Matt. 24:27, 36

After the gospel’s proclamation to all … Matt. 24:14

After the rise of the Antichrist … 2 Thess. 2:2, 3

At the last trumpet … 1 Cor. 15:51, 52

In days like Noah’s … Matt. 24:37–47

D. Manner of:

In the clouds … Matt. 24:30

In flaming fire … 2 Thess. 1:7, 8

With the angels … Matt. 25:31

As a thief … 1 Thess. 5:2, 3

In His glory … Matt. 25:31

E. Believer’s attitude toward, to:

Wait for … 1 Cor. 1:7

Look for … Titus 2:13

Be ready for … Matt. 24:42–51

Love … 2 Tim. 4:8

Be busy until … Luke 19:13–18

Pray for … Rev. 22:20

Secret disciples

Among Jewish leaders … John 12:42

Fearful of Jewish disfavor … John 19:38

Secret prayer

Commended by Christ … Matt. 6:6

Practiced by:

Christ … Mark 1:35

Peter … Acts 10:9

Secret things

Known by God … Deut. 29:29

See Mystery

Secrets—things unknown to others

To be kept … Prov. 25:9

Sign of faithfulness … Prov. 11:13

Those who expose, condemned … Prov. 20:19

Sects of Christ’s time

Pharisees … Acts 15:5; Acts 26:5

Sadducees … Acts 5:17

Herodians … Matt. 22:16

Christians described as … Acts 24:5, 14

Secundus—second

Thessalonian Christian … Acts 20:4

Security of the saints

A. Expressed by:

“Shall never perish” … John 10:28

“None of them is lost” … John 17:12

“Kept by the power of God” … 1 Pet. 1:5

B. Guaranteed by:

Spirit’s sealing … 2 Cor. 1:21, 22

Christ’s intercession … Rom. 8:34–39

God’s power … Jude 24

See Assurance

Sedition—attack upon an established government

Miriam and Aaron, against Moses … Num. 12:1–13

Paul accused of, by Jews and Tertullus … Acts 24:1–9

Seducers—those who lead others astray

A. Agents of:

Evil leaders … 2 Kin. 21:9

B. Characteristics of:

Lead to evil … Rev. 2:20

Preach false message … Ezek. 13:9, 10

Seed—the essential element of transmitting life

A. Descriptive of:

One’s ancestry … Gen. 12:7

Messianic line … Gen. 21:12

Christ … Gal. 3:16, 19

B. Figurative of true believers:

Born of God … 1 Pet. 1:23

Abraham’s true children … Gal. 3:29

Children of promise … Rom. 9:7, 8

Including Israel’s faithful … Rom. 9:29

C. Sowing of, figurative of:

God’s Word … Matt. 13:3, 32

Spiritual blessings … 1 Cor. 9:11

Christ’s death … John 12:24

Christian’s body … 1 Cor. 15:36–49

Seeking—trying to obtain

A. Things of the world:

Material things … Matt. 6:32

One’s life … Luke 17:33

One’s selfish interest … Phil. 2:21

Pleasing others … Gal. 1:10

One’s own glory … John 7:18

B. Things of the Spirit:

True wisdom … Prov. 2:4

God’s kingdom … Matt. 6:33

Another’s benefit … 2 Cor. 12:14

Peace … 1 Pet. 3:11

Heavenly country … Heb. 11:14

Seers—prophets

Amos … Amos 7:12

Asaph … 2 Chr. 29:30

Gad … 2 Sam. 24:11

Heman … 1 Chr. 25:5

Samuel … 1 Sam. 9:19

Zadok … 2 Sam. 15:27

Iddo … 2 Chr. 9:29

Hanani … 2 Chr. 16:7

Jeduthun … 2 Chr. 35:15

Segub—exalted

1. Son of Hiel … 1 Kin. 16:34

2. Son of Hezron … 1 Chr. 2:21, 22

Seir—hairy; shaggy

1. Mt. Seir … Gen. 14:6

Home of Esau … Gen. 32:3

Mountain range of Edom … Gen. 36:21

Horites dispossessed by Esau’s descendants … Deut. 2:12

Refuge of Amalekite remnant … 1 Chr. 4:42, 43

Desolation of … Ezek. 35:15

2. Landmark on Judah’s boundary … Josh. 15:10

Seirah—rough

Ehud’s refuge … Judg. 3:26

Seize—to take or keep fast, hold

Used of:

Darkness … Job 3:6

Inheritance being taken … Matt. 21:38

Sela

Place in Edom … 2 Kin. 14:7

Selah

Musical term found in Psalms … Ps. 3:2

Found in … Hab. 3:3, 9, 13

Seled—exultation

Judahite … 1 Chr. 2:30

Seleucia—a city on the seacoast of Syria

Paul and Barnabas embark from … Acts 13:4

Self-abasement

Jacob, before Esau … Gen. 33:3–10

Moses, before God … Ex. 3:11

Roman, before Christ … Luke 7:7–9

Christ, true example of … Phil. 2:5–8

Self-acceptance—having the proper attitude toward oneself

A. By Christians, based on:

Planned before birth by God … Ps. 139:13–16

Workmanship of God … Ps. 138:8; Eph. 2:10

Christ has provided life … John 10:10

God’s desire for human fellowship … John 17:3

God’s love … Rom. 5:8

Living epistle of God … 2 Cor. 3:2

Complete in Christ … Col. 2:10

Chosen by God … 1 Pet. 2:9

B. Hindered by false attitudes:

Looking on outward appearance … 1 Sam. 16:7

Questioning God’s direction … Is. 45:9

Doubting God’s grace … 2 Cor. 12:9, 10

Self-condemnation

Caused by one’s:

Heart … 1 John 3:20

Conscience … John 8:7–9

Sins … 2 Sam. 24:17

Mouth … Job 9:20

Evil works … Matt. 23:31

Self-control

A. Origin of:

Brought about by Christ … Luke 8:35

Christian grace … 2 Pet. 1:6

B. Elements involved in:

Ruling one’s spirit … Prov. 16:32; Col. 3:14–17

Soberness … Rom. 12:3

Control of the body … 1 Cor. 9:27

C. Hindered by:

Fleshly lusts … 1 Pet. 2:11

Tongue … Ps. 39:1, 2

Drink … Prov. 23:29–35

Sexual sins … 1 Thess. 4:3, 4

Unclean spirit … Mark 5:2–16

Self-expressionism … Prov. 25:28

Self-control, lack of—uncontrolled indulgence of the passions

A. Expressed in:

Unbridled sexual morals … Ex. 32:6, 18, 25

Abnormal sexual desires … 2 Sam. 13:1–15

Unnatural sexual appetites … Gen. 19:5–9; Rom. 1:26, 27

B. Sources of:

Lust … 1 Pet. 4:2, 3

Satan … 1 Cor. 7:5

Apostasy … 2 Tim. 3:3

Self-deception

A. Factors contributing to:

Scoffers … 2 Pet. 3:3, 4

Worldliness … Matt. 24:48–51

False teaching … 1 Thess. 5:3

B. Examples of:

Babylon … Is. 47:7–11

Jewish women … Jer. 44:16–19

Jewish leaders … John 8:33, 41

Self-denial

A. Expressed by:

“Denying” … Titus 2:12

“No longer should live” … 1 Pet. 4:2

“Does not forsake” … Luke 14:33

“Take his cross” … Matt. 10:38

“Crucified the flesh” … Gal. 5:24

“Put off ” … Eph. 4:22

“Put to death” … Col. 3:5

B. Objects for:

Appetite … Prov. 23:2

Sinful pleasures … Heb. 11:25, 26

Worldly ambitions … Matt. 16:24–26

C. Willingness to, manifested by:

Judah … Gen. 44:33

Moses … Ex. 32:32

Paul … Acts 20:22–24

D. Commended as:

Christian duty … Rom. 12:1, 2

Rewardable … Luke 18:28–30

Self-exaltation

A. Manifested by:

Satan … Is. 14:12–15

Antichrist … 2 Thess. 2:4

Wicked … Ps. 73:9

B. Evils of, seen in:

Self-abasement … Matt. 23:12

Pride … Prov. 16:18

C. Antidotes for:

Humility … Prov. 15:33

Christ’s example … Phil. 2:5–8

See Pride

Self-examination

A. Purposes of, to:

Test one’s faith … 2 Cor. 13:5

Self-examination—continued

Prepare for the Lord’s Supper … 1 Cor. 11:28–32

Prove one’s work … Gal. 6:4

Test all things … 1 Thess. 5:21

Avoid judgment … 1 Cor. 11:28

B. Means of:

God Himself … Ps. 26:2

God’s Word … Heb. 4:12

Christ’s example … Heb. 12:1, 2

Selfishness—loving one’s self first

A. Exemplified in:

Self-love … 2 Tim. 3:2

Self-seeking … Phil. 2:21

B. Avoidance of, by:

Seeking the good of others … 1 Cor. 10:24

Putting Christ first … Phil. 1:21, 22

Manifesting love … 1 Cor. 13:5

C. Examples of:

Nabal … 1 Sam. 25:3, 11

Haman … Esth. 6:6

James and John … Mark 10:35–37

Solomon … Eccl. 2:10, 11

Rich fool … Luke 12:16–21

Rich man … Luke 16:19–25

D. Consequences of:

Poverty … Prov. 23:21

Sin … Rom. 13:13, 14

Loss of spirituality … Gal. 5:16, 17

Self-righteousness

A. Described as:

Objectionable … Deut. 9:4–6

Self-condemned … Job 9:20

Unprofitable … Is. 57:12

Like filthy rags … Is. 64:6

Offensive … Is. 65:5

External … Matt. 23:25–28

One-sided … Luke 11:42

Boastful … Luke 18:11, 12

Insufficient … Phil. 3:4–9

B. Condemned because it:

Cannot make pure … Prov. 30:12

Cannot save … Matt. 5:20

Rejects God’s righteousness … Rom. 10:3

C. Examples of:

Saul … 1 Sam. 15:13–21

Young man … Matt. 19:16–20

Lawyer … Luke 10:25, 29

Pharisees … Luke 11:39

Self-will—stubbornness

A. Manifested in:

Presumption … Num. 14:40–45

Unbelief … 2 Kin. 17:14

Evil heart … Jer. 7:24

Disobeying parents … Deut. 21:18–20

Pride … Neh. 9:16, 29

Stubbornness … Is. 48:4–8

Rejecting God’s messengers … Jer. 44:16

Resisting God’s Spirit … Acts 7:51

False teaching … 2 Pet. 2:10

B. Sin of, among Christians:

Illustrated … Acts 15:36–40

Warned against … Heb. 3:7–12

C. Examples of:

Simeon and Levi … Gen. 49:5, 6

Israelites … Ex. 32:9

Saul … 1 Sam. 15:19–23

David … 2 Sam. 24:4

See Pride

Semachiah—Yahweh supports

Levite gatekeeper … 1 Chr. 26:7

Semei—Greek form of Shimei

In Christ’s ancestry … Luke 3:26

Senaah—thorny

Family of returnees … Ezra 2:35; Neh. 7:38

Seneh—thornbush

Sharp rock between Michmash and Gibeah … 1 Sam. 14:4, 5

Senir—mount of light

Amorite name of Mount Hermon … Deut. 3:9

Noted for firs … Ezek. 27:5

Sennacherib—Sin (moon-god) multiplied brothers

Assyrian king (705–681 B.C.); son and successor of Sargon II … 2 Kin. 18:13

Death of, by assassination … 2 Kin. 19:36, 37

Senses—the faculties of feeling

Described figuratively … Eccl. 12:3–6

Used by Isaac … Gen. 27:21–27

Impaired in Barzillai … 2 Sam. 19:32–35

Use of, as evidence … John 20:26–29

Proper use of … Heb. 5:14

Senses, spiritual

Taste … Ps. 34:8

Sight … Eph. 1:18

Hearing … Gal. 3:2

Smell … Phil. 4:18

Sensual—fleshly

Descriptive of:

Unregenerate … Jude 19

Worldly wisdom … James 3:15

Same as “natural” … 1 Cor. 2:14

Rebellious against God … Rom. 8:7

Sensualist—one who satisfies the physical senses

Illustrated by:

Nabal … 1 Sam. 25:36

Rich fool … Luke 12:16–21

Senuah (see Hassenuah)

Seorim—barley

Name of a priestly division … 1 Chr. 24:1–8

Separating courtyard—the temple yard

Of Ezekiel’s temple … Ezek. 41:12

Separation—setting apart from something

A. As a good act from:

Unclean … Lev. 15:31

Evil workers … Num. 16:21

Heathen filthiness … Ezra 6:21

Pagan intermarriages … Ezra 9:1, 2

Foreigners … Neh. 13:3

Wine … Num. 6:2–6

B. As an evil act by:

False teachers … Luke 6:22

Separatists … Jude 19

Whisperers … Prov. 16:28

Gossipers … Prov. 17:9

C. As descriptive of:

God’s judgment … Deut. 29:21

God’s sovereignty … Deut. 32:8

Israel’s uniqueness … Lev. 20:24

Choice of the Levites … Num. 8:14

Nazirite vow … Num. 6:2–6

Christian obedience … 2 Cor. 6:17

Union with Christ … Rom. 8:35, 39

Christ’s purity … Heb. 7:26

Final separation … Matt. 25:32

Sephar—numbering

Place on Joktan’s boundary … Gen. 10:30

Sepharad

Place inhabited by exiles … Obad. 20

Sepharvaim—an Assyrian city

People of, sent to Samaria … 2 Kin. 17:24, 31

Serah—abundance

Daughter of Asher … Gen. 46:17; Num. 26:46

Seraiah—Yahweh has prevailed

1. David’s secretary … 2 Sam. 8:17

Called Sheva, Shisha, and Shavsha … 2 Sam. 20:25; 1 Kin. 4:3; 1 Chr. 18:16

2. Son of Tanhumeth … 2 Kin. 25:23

3. Son of Kenaz … 1 Chr. 4:13, 14

4. Simeonite … 1 Chr. 4:35

5. Chief priest … Jer. 52:24, 27

6. Postexilic leader … Neh. 12:1, 12

7. Signer of the covenant … Neh. 10:2

8. Postexilic priest … Neh. 11:11

9. Officer of King Jehoiakim … Jer. 36:26

10. Prince of Judah; carries Jeremiah’s prophecy to Babylon … Jer. 51:59, 61

Seraphim—burning ones

Type of angels … Is. 6:1, 2

Sered—deliverance

Son of Zebulun; founder of Sardites … Gen. 46:14

Sergius Paulus

Roman proconsul of Cyprus converted by Paul … Acts 13:7–12

Sermon on the Mount

Preached by Christ … Matt. 5–7

Those blessed … Matt. 5:3–12

Salt and light … Matt. 5:13–16

The law fulfilled … Matt. 5:17–20

On anger … Matt. 5:21–26

On adultery and divorce … Matt. 5:27–32

Oaths … Matt. 5:33–37

Love your enemies … Matt. 5:38–48

The religious life … Matt. 6:1–4; Matt. 6:5–15

How to pray … Matt. 6:16–18

Undivided devotion … Matt. 6:19–34

Judging others … Matt. 7:1–6

Encouragement to pray … Matt. 7:7–12

Entering the kingdom … Matt. 7:13–23

Two foundations … Matt. 7:24–27

Serpents

A. Characteristics of:

Pierced by God … Job 26:13

Cunning … Gen. 3:1 

Some poisonous … Num. 21:6

Live on rocks, walls, etc. Prov. 30:19

Cursed by God … Gen. 3:14, 15

B. Miracles connected with:

Aaron’s rod turned into … Ex. 7:9, 15

Israelites cured by looking at … Num. 21:6–9; John 3:14, 15

Power over, given to apostles … Mark 16:18

Healing from bite of … Acts 28:3–6

C. Figurative of:

Intoxication … Prov. 23:31, 32

Wisdom … Matt. 10:16

Malice … Ps. 58:3, 4

Unexpected evil … Eccl. 10:8

Enemies … Is. 14:29

Christ … John 3:14–16

Satan … Rev. 20:2

Dan’s treachery … Gen. 49:17

Sting of wine … Prov. 23:31, 32

Wickedness of sinners … Ps. 58:3, 4

Serug—branch

Descendant of Shem … Gen. 11:20–23

In Christ’s ancestry … Luke 3:35

Servant—one who serves others

A. Descriptive of:

Slave … Gen. 9:25

Worshiper of God … 1 Sam. 3:9

Messenger of God … Josh. 1:2

Messiah … Is. 42:1

Follower of Christ … 2 Tim. 2:24

B. Applied distinctively to:

Prophets … Zech. 1:6

Messiah … Zech. 3:8

Moses … Mal. 4:4

Christians … Acts 2:18

Glorified saints … Rev. 22:3

See Slave

Service to God

A. Requirements of:

Fear … Ps. 2:11

Upright walking … Ps. 101:6

Absolute loyalty … Matt. 6:24

Regeneration … Rom. 7:6

Fervency … Rom. 12:11

Humility … Acts 20:19

Love … Gal. 5:13

B. Rewards of:

Divine honor … John 12:26

Acceptance before God … Rom. 14:18

Inheritance … Col. 3:24

Eternal blessedness … Rev. 7:15; Rev. 22:3

Seth—appointed

Third son of Adam … Gen. 4:25

His genealogy … Gen. 5:6–8

In Christ’s ancestry … Luke 3:38

Sethur—hidden

Asherite spy … Num. 13:2, 13

Setting—woven together

For precious stones worn by the high priest … Ex. 28:11

Corded chains on filigree … Ex. 28:13, 14

Same Hebrew word translated “woven” … Ps. 45:13

Seven—one more than six

A. Of social customs:

Serving for a wife … Gen. 29:20, 27

Bowing … Gen. 33:3

Mourning … Gen. 50:10

Feast … Judg. 14:12, 17

Fasting … 1 Sam. 31:13

B. Of things:

Days … Gen. 2:3 

Weeks … Dan. 9:25

Months … Lev. 23:24–44

Years … Gen. 41:1–57

Nations … Deut. 7:1

Ways … Deut. 28:7

Women … Is. 4:1

Brethren … Mark 12:20–22

Spirits … Matt. 12:45

Men … Acts 6:3–5

Churches … Rev. 1:4, 20

C. Of rituals:

Victims of sacrifices … Lev. 23:18

Sprinkling of blood … Lev. 4:6

Sprinkling of oil … Lev. 14:16

Passover … Ex. 12:15

Consecration … Ex. 29:30, 35

Defilement … Lev. 12:2

Convocation … Lev. 23:24–44

Jubilee … Lev. 25:8

D. Miracles:

Jericho’s fall … Josh. 6:4, 8, 13

Naaman’s baths for healing … 2 Kin. 5:10

Loaves … Matt. 15:34

Baskets … Matt. 15:37

E. Of symbols:

Purification … Ps. 12:6

Worship … Ps. 119:164

Gospel light … Is. 30:26

Churches … Rev. 1:4

Seals … Rev. 5:1

Angels … Rev. 8:2

Heads and crowns … Rev. 13:1

Plagues … Rev. 15:6

Bowls … Rev. 15:7

Kings … Rev. 17:10

Seven sayings from the cross

1. “Father, forgive them” … Luke 23:34

2. “Today you will be with Me in Paradise” … Luke 23:43

3. “Woman, behold your son” … John 19:26

4. “My God, My God” … Matt. 27:46

5. “I thirst” … John 19:28

6. “It is finished” … John 19:30

7. “Father, into Your hands” … Luke 23:46

Seventy

Elders appointed … Ex. 24:1, 9

Years in Babylon … Dan. 9:2

Weeks in prophetic vision … Dan. 9:24

In forgiveness … Matt. 18:22

Disciples sent forth … Luke 10:1

Sexes—male and female

A. Creation of:

By God … Gen. 1:27 

For:

Union … Gen. 2:23–25 

Helpfulness … Gen. 2:18 

Procreation … Gen. 4:1

Sexual needs … Prov. 5:17–19

B. Regulations concerning:

Distinctive clothing for … Deut. 22:5

Subordination of … 1 Cor. 11:3–16

Equality in Christ … Gal. 3:28

Different functions of … 1 Tim. 2:8–15

Love between … Eph. 5:22–33

Sexual love

Good and holy … Gen. 1:27, 28 ; Gen. 2:24, 25 

For procreation … Gen. 4:1

In marriage only … Prov. 5:15–20

Expression of love … Song 1:12–15; Song 3:1–5

Mutual responsibility … 1 Cor. 7:3–5

Sexual perversion

A. Types of:

Adultery … Deut. 22:22–29

Prostitution … Deut. 23:17

Incest … Lev. 18:6–18

Homosexuality … Rom. 1:26, 27

Humankind with beasts … Deut. 27:21

B. Judgment upon:

Defilement … Lev. 18:22–28

Destruction … 1 Cor. 5:1–5

Death … Lev. 20:13–16

Shaalbim, Shaalabbin—jackals

Amorite city assigned to Danites … Josh. 19:42

Subdued by house of Joseph … Judg. 1:35

Shaalbonite—an inhabitant of Shaalbim

Eliahba called … 2 Sam. 23:32

Shaalim—district of foxes

Mentioned in Saul’s pursuit … 1 Sam. 9:4

Shaaph—friendship

1. Descendant of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:47

2. Son of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:49

Shaaraim, Sharaim—double gate

1. Village in Judah … Josh. 15:36

2. City of Simeon … 1 Chr. 4:31

Shaashgaz

Persian eunuch … Esth. 2:14

Shabbethai—Sabbath-born

Postexilic Levite … Ezra 10:15

Interprets the Law … Neh. 8:7, 8

Shadow

A. Used literally of:

Peter’s … Acts 5:15

Mountain … Judg. 9:36

Sundial … 2 Kin. 20:9–11

B. Used figuratively of:

Protection … Ps. 91:1

Brevity … Ps. 102:11

Change … James 1:17

Death … Matt. 4:16

Types … Col. 2:17

Old Testament period … Heb. 10:1

Shadrach

Hananiah’s Babylonian name … Dan. 1:3, 7

Deported by Nebuchadnezzar … Dan. 1:6, 7

Refused defiling food … Dan. 1:8–20

Refused to bow to image … Dan. 3:8–18

Cast into the fiery furnace … Dan. 3:19–23

Delivered by God … Dan. 3:24–28

Promoted by Nebuchadnezzar … Dan. 3:29, 30

Shageh—wandering

Father of one of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:34

Shaharaim—double dawn

Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:8–11

Shahazimah—heights

Town of Issachar … Josh. 19:17, 22

Shake—to move violently

A. Descriptive of:

Thunder … Ps. 77:18

Earthquakes … Acts 4:31

Fear … Matt. 28:4

B. Used figuratively of:

Fear … Is. 14:16

Second Advent … Heb. 12:26, 27

Rejection … Luke 9:5; Acts 18:6

Shalisha—a third part

Shallecheth—a casting out

Gate of Solomon’s temple … 1 Chr. 26:16

Shallum—recompense

1. King of Israel … 2 Kin. 15:10–15

2. Husband of Huldah … 2 Kin. 22:14

3. Judahite … 1 Chr. 2:40, 41

4. Simeonite … 1 Chr. 4:25

5. Father of Hilkiah … 1 Chr. 6:12, 13

6. Naphtali’s son … 1 Chr. 7:13

7. Family of gatekeepers … Ezra 2:42

8. Father of Jehizkiah … 2 Chr. 28:12

9. One who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:24

10. Another who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:42

11. Son of Hallohesh … Neh. 3:12

12. Jeremiah’s uncle … Jer. 32:7

13. Father of Maaseiah … Jer. 35:4

Shalmai—Yahweh is recompenser

Head of a family of Nethinim … Ezra 2:46

Shalman

Contraction of Shalmaneser … Hos. 10:14

Shalmaneser—Shulmanu (a god) is chief

Assyrian king … 2 Kin. 17:3

Shama—He (God) has heard

Son of Hotham … 1 Chr. 11:44

Shamariah—Yahweh has kept

Son of Rehoboam … 2 Chr. 11:18, 19

Shame—a feeling of guilt

A. Caused by:

Rape … 2 Sam. 13:13

Defeat … 2 Chr. 32:21

Folly … Prov. 3:35

Idleness … Prov. 10:5

Pride … Prov. 11:2

A wicked wife … Prov. 12:4

Lying … Prov. 13:5

Stubbornness … Prov. 13:18

Haste in speech … Prov. 18:13

Mistreatment of parents … Prov. 19:26

Evil companions … Prov. 28:7

Juvenile delinquency … Prov. 29:15

Nakedness … Is. 47:3

Idolatry … Jer. 2:26, 27

Impropriety … 1 Cor. 11:6

Lust … Phil. 3:19

B. Of the unregenerate:

Hardened in … Jer. 8:12

Pleasure in … Rom. 1:26, 27, 32

Vessels of … Rom. 9:21

Glory in … Phil. 3:19

C. In the Christian life, of:

Former life … Rom. 6:21

Sinful things … Eph. 5:12

Improper behavior … 1 Cor. 11:14, 22

In gospel of Christ no … Rom. 1:16

Shamer (see Shemer)

Shamgar—cupbearer

Judge of Israel; struck down 600 Philistines … Judg. 3:31

Shamhuth—desolation

Commander in David’s army … 1 Chr. 27:8

Shamir—a sharp point

1. Town in Judah … Josh. 15:1, 48

2. Town in Ephraim … Judg. 10:1

3. Levite … 1 Chr. 24:24

Shamma—astonishment

Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:36, 37

Shammah—waste

1. Son of Reuel … Gen. 36:13, 17

2. Son of Jesse … 1 Sam. 16:9

Called Shimea … 1 Chr. 2:13

3. One of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:11

Also called Shammoth the Harorite … 1 Chr. 11:27

Shammai—celebrated

1. Grandson of Jerahmeel … 1 Chr. 2:26, 28

2. Descendant of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:44, 45

3. Descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:17

Shammoth—waste

One of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:27

Shammua—renowned

1. Reubenite spy … Num. 13:2–4

2. Son of David … 2 Sam. 5:13, 14

3. Levite … Neh. 11:17

4. Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:1, 18

Shamsherai—sunlike

Son of Jeroham … 1 Chr. 8:26, 27

Shapham—youthful

Gadite … 1 Chr. 5:12

Shaphan—prudent, shy

Scribe under Josiah … 2 Kin. 22:3

Takes Book of the Law to Josiah … 2 Kin. 22:8–10

Is sent to Huldah for interpretation … 2 Kin. 22:14

Assists in repairs of temple … 2 Chr. 34:8

Father of notable son … Jer. 36:10–12, 25

Shaphat—he has judged

1. Simeonite spy … Num. 13:2–5

2. Son of Shemaiah … 1 Chr. 3:22

3. Gadite chief … 1 Chr. 5:11, 12

4. One of David’s herdsmen … 1 Chr. 27:29

5. Father of the prophet Elisha … 1 Kin. 19:16, 19

Shaphir—glittering

Town of Judah … Mic. 1:11

Sharai—Yahweh is deliverer

Divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:34, 40

Sharar—firm

Father of Ahiam … 2 Sam. 23:33

Sharezer, Sherezer—protect the king

1. Son of Sennacherib … Is. 37:37, 38

2. Sent to Zechariah concerning fasting … Zech. 7:1–3

Sharon—plain

1. Coastal plain between Joppa and Mt. Carmel … 1 Chr. 27:29

Famed for roses … Song 2:1

Inhabitants turn to the Lord … Acts 9:35

2. Pasture east of the Jordan … 1 Chr. 5:16

Sharonite—an inhabitant of Sharon

Shitrai called … 1 Chr. 27:29

Sharp—having a keen edge; biting

A. Descriptive of:

Stone … Ex. 4:25

Knives … Josh. 5:2, 3

Plowshare … 1 Sam. 13:20, 21

Rocks … 1 Sam. 14:4

Arrows … Is. 5:28

Razor … Ps. 52:2

B. Used to compare a sword with:

Tongue … Ps. 57:4

Adulteress … Prov. 5:4

Mouth … Is. 49:2

God’s Word … Heb. 4:12

C. Figurative of:

Deceitfulness … Ps. 52:2

Falsehood … Prov. 25:18

Contention … Acts 15:39

Severe rebuke … 2 Cor. 13:10

Christ’s conquest … Rev. 14:14–18

Sharuhen—abode of pleasure

Town of Judah assigned to Simeon … Josh. 19:1, 6

Called Sharaim … Josh. 15:36

Called Shaaraim … 1 Chr. 4:31

Shashai—whitish

Divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:34, 40

Shashak—assaulter

Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:14, 25

Shaul—asked (of God)

1. Son of Simeon … Gen. 46:10

Founder of a tribal family … Num. 26:13

2. Kohathite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:24

Shave—to cut off the hair

A. Used worthily to express:

Accommodation … Gen. 41:14

Cleansing … Lev. 14:8, 9

Commitment … Deut. 21:10–13

Mourning … Job 1:18–20

Sorrow … Jer. 41:5

B. Used unworthily to express:

Defeat of a Nazirite … Judg. 16:19

Contempt … 2 Sam. 10:4

Unnaturalness … 1 Cor. 11:5, 6

Shaveh—plain

Valley near Salem; Abram meets king of Sodom here … Gen. 14:17, 18

Shaveh Kiriathaim—plain of Kiriathaim

Plain near Kiriathaim inhabited by the Emim … Gen. 14:5

Shavsha, Shisha—nobility

David’s secretary … 1 Chr. 18:14, 16

Serves under Solomon also … 1 Kin. 4:3

Sheal—asking

Divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:29

Shealtiel—I have asked God

Son of King Jeconiah and father of Zerubbabel … 1 Chr. 3:17; Ezra 5:2

Sheariah—Yahweh has esteemed

Descendant of Saul … 1 Chr. 9:44

Shear-Jashub—a remnant shall return

Symbolic name given to Isaiah’s son … Is. 7:3

Sheba—seven; an oath

1. City in territory assigned to Simeon … Josh. 19:1, 2

2. Benjamite insurrectionist … 2 Sam. 20:1–22

3. Descendant of Cush through Raamah … Gen. 10:7

4. Descendant of Shem … Gen. 10:28

5. Grandson of Abraham and Keturah … Gen. 25:3

6. Gadite chief … 1 Chr. 5:13

7. Land of, occupied by Sabeans, famous traders … Job 1:15; Ps. 72:10

Queen of, visits Solomon; marvels at his wisdom … 1 Kin. 10:1–13

Mentioned by Christ … Matt. 12:42

Shebah—seven; an oath

Name given to a well and town (Beersheba) … Gen. 26:31–33

Shebaniah—Yahweh has returned me

1. Levite trumpeter … 1 Chr. 15:24

2. Levite; offers prayer and signs covenant … Neh. 9:4, 5

3. Levite who signs covenant … Neh. 10:12

4. Priest who signs covenant … Neh. 10:4

Shebarim—breakings

Place near Ai … Josh. 7:5

Shebat

Eleventh month of the Hebrew year … Zech. 1:7

Sheber—breaking

Son of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:48

Shebna—perhaps an abbreviation of Shebaniah

Treasurer under Hezekiah … Is. 22:15

Demoted to position of scribe … 2 Kin. 19:2

Man of pride and luxury; replaced by Eliakim … Is. 22:19–21

Shebuel—God is renown

1. Son of Gershon … 1 Chr. 23:16

2. Son of Heman … 1 Chr. 25:4

Shecaniah, Shechaniah—Yahweh has dwelt

1. Descendant of Zerubbabel … 1 Chr. 3:21, 22

2. Postexilic returnee … Ezra 8:5

3. Descendant of Aaron … 1 Chr. 24:11

4. Priest … 2 Chr. 31:15

5. Divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:2, 3

6. Father of Shemaiah … Neh. 3:29

Probably same as number 1

7. Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:3, 7

8. Father-in-law of Tobiah … Neh. 6:18

Shechem—shoulder

1. Son of Hamor; seduces Dinah, Jacob’s daughter … Gen. 34:1–26

Deceived and killed by Levi and Simeon … Gen. 34:13–18, 25, 26

2. Son of Gilead; founder of a tribal family … Num. 26:31

3. Son of Shemida … 1 Chr. 7:19

4. Ancient city of Ephraim … Gen. 33:18

Abram camps near … Gen. 12:6

Jacob buys ground here … Gen. 33:18, 19

Inhabitants of, slaughtered by Simeon and Levi … Gen. 34:25–29

Becomes city of refuge … Josh. 20:7

Joseph buried here … Josh. 24:32

Joshua’s farewell address here … Josh. 24:1, 25

Center of idol worship … Judg. 9:1, 4–7

Town destroyed … Judg. 9:23, 45

Jeroboam made king here … 1 Kin. 12:1–19

Name of, used poetically … Ps. 108:7

Shed—to pour out

A. Descriptive of:

Blood … Gen. 9:6

Holy Spirit … Titus 3:6

B. As applied to blood, indicative of:

Justifiable execution … Gen. 9:6

Unjustifiable murder … Gen. 37:22

Unacceptable sacrifice … Lev. 17:1–5

Attempted vengeance … 1 Sam. 25:31, 34

Unpardonable … 2 Kin. 24:4





Abomination … Prov. 6:16, 17

Heinous crime … Is. 59:7

New covenant … Matt. 26:28

Martyrdom … Acts 27:20

Shedeur—shedder of light

Reubenite leader … Num. 1:5

Sheep—a domesticated animal

A. Characteristics of:

Domesticated … 2 Sam. 12:3

Sheep—continued

Gentle … Jer. 11:19

Defenseless … Mic. 5:8

Needful of care … Ezek. 34:5

Respond only to shepherd’s voice … John 10:2–5

B. Uses of, for:

Food … 1 Sam. 25:18

Milk … 1 Cor. 9:7

Clothing … Prov. 31:13

Presents … 2 Sam. 17:29

Tribute … 2 Kin. 3:4

Sacrifice … Gen. 4:4

C. Uses of, in Levitical system as:

Burnt offering … Lev. 1:10

Sin offering … Lev. 4:32

Trespass offering … Lev. 5:15

Peace offering … Lev. 22:21

D. Needs of:

Protection … Job 30:1

Shepherd … John 10:4, 27

Fold … John 10:1

Pastures … Ex. 3:1

Water … Gen. 29:8–10

Rest … Ps. 23:1, 2

Shearing … 1 Sam. 25:2, 11

E. Figurative of:

Innocent … 2 Sam. 24:17

Wicked … Ps. 49:14

Jewish people … Ps. 74:1

Backsliders … Jer. 50:6

Lost sinners … Matt. 9:36

Christians … John 10:1–16

Christ … John 1:29

Church … Acts 20:28

See Lamb; Lamb of God

Sheepbreeder

Mesha, king of Moab … 2 Kin. 3:4

Sheepfold—shelter

A. Used literally:

Enclosure for flocks … Num. 32:16

B. Used figuratively:

Entrance to, only by Christ … John 10:1

Sheep Gate—a gate of the restored Jerusalem

Repaired … Neh. 3:32

Dedicated … Neh. 12:38, 39

Sheepshearers

Employed by Judah … Gen. 38:12

Many employed by Nabal … 1 Sam. 25:7, 11

Used figuratively … Is. 53:7

Sheerah—blood relationship

Daughter of Ephraim; builder of cities … 1 Chr. 7:24

Sheets

Large piece of cloth … Acts 11:5

Shehariah—Yahweh is the dawn

Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:26

Shekel—a Jewish measure (approximately .533 oz.)

A. As a weight:

Standard of, defined … Ex. 30:13

Used in weighing … Josh. 7:21

See Weights and measures

B. As money:

Used in currency … 1 Sam. 9:8

Fines paid in … Deut. 22:19, 29

Revenues of the sanctuary paid in … Neh. 10:32

Shekinah—a word expressing the glory and presence of God

A. As indicative of God’s presence:

In nature … Ps. 18:7–15

In the exodus from Egypt … Ex. 13:21, 22

At Sinai … Ex. 24:16–18

In tabernacle … Ex. 40:34–38

Upon the mercy seat … Ex. 25:22

In the wilderness … Num. 9:15–23; Num. 10:11–36

In the temple … 2 Chr. 7:1–3

In Ezekiel’s vision of the temple … Ezek. 43:4, 5

B. Illustrated by Christ in His:

Divine nature … Col. 2:9

Incarnation … Luke 1:35

Nativity … Luke 2:9

Manifestation to Israel … Hag. 2:9; Zech. 2:5

Transfiguration … 2 Pet. 1:17

Ascension … Acts 1:9

Transforming us by His Spirit … 2 Cor. 3:18; 2 Cor. 4:6

Return … Matt. 24:44

Eternal habitation with saints … Rev. 21:3

C. Accompanied by:

Angels … Is. 6:1–4

Cloud … Num. 9:15–23

Fire … Heb. 12:18–21

Earthquake … Hag. 2:21

Shelah—sprout; request

1. Son of Arphaxad … 1 Chr. 1:18

2. Son of Judah … Gen. 38:1–26

Founder of the Shelanites … Num. 26:20

3. Pool at Jerusalem … Neh. 3:15

Shelemiah—friend of Yahweh

1. Father of Hananiah … Neh. 3:30

2. Postexilic priest … Neh. 13:13

3. Father of Irijah … Jer. 37:13

4. Gatekeeper … 1 Chr. 26:14

Called Meshelemiah … 1 Chr. 9:21

5. Ancestor of Jehudi … Jer. 36:14

6. Son of Abdeel … Jer. 36:26

7. Father of Jehucal … Jer. 37:3

Sheleph—drawn out

Son of Joktan; head of a tribe … 1 Chr. 1:20

Shelesh—might

Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:35

Shelomi—at peace

Father of an Asherite prince … Num. 34:27

Shelomith, Shelomoth—peaceful

1. Daughter of Dibri; her son executed … Lev. 24:10–23

2. Chief Levite of Moses … 1 Chr. 23:18; 1 Chr. 24:22

3. Gershonites in David’s time … 1 Chr. 23:9

4. Descendant of Moses, had charge of treasuries … 1 Chr. 26:25

5. Son or daughter of King Rehoboam … 2 Chr. 11:20

6. Daughter of Zerubbabel … 1 Chr. 3:19

7. Family who went with Ezra … Ezra 8:10

Shelumiel—at peace with God

Simeonite warrior … Num. 1:6

Shem—name; renown

Oldest son of Noah … Gen. 5:32

Escapes the Flood … Gen. 7:13

Receives a blessing … Gen. 9:23, 26

Ancestor of Semitic people … Gen. 10:22–32

Ancestor of:

Abram … Gen. 11:10–26

Jesus … Luke 3:36

Shema—report; rumor

1. Reubenite … 1 Chr. 5:8

2. Benjamite head … 1 Chr. 8:12, 13

3. Ezra’s attendant … Neh. 8:4

4. City of Judah … Josh. 15:26

5. Son of Hebron … 1 Chr. 2:43

Shemaah—fame

Father of two of David’s warriors … 1 Chr. 12:3

Shemaiah—Yahweh has heard

1. Father of Shimri … 1 Chr. 4:37

2. Reubenite … 1 Chr. 5:4

3. Levite who helped move the ark … 1 Chr. 15:8, 12

4. Scribe in David’s time … 1 Chr. 24:6

5. Son of Obed-Edom … 1 Chr. 26:4, 6, 7

6. Prophet of Judah … 1 Kin. 12:22–24

Explains Shishak’s invasion as divine punishment … 2 Chr. 12:5–8

Records Rehoboam’s reign … 2 Chr. 12:15

7. Levite teacher under Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 17:8

8. Levite in Hezekiah’s reign … 2 Chr. 29:14, 15

9. Levite treasurer … 2 Chr. 31:14, 15

10. Officer of Levites in Josiah’s reign … 2 Chr. 35:9

11. Father of Urijah … Jer. 26:20

12. False prophet … Jer. 29:24–28

13. Father of Delaiah … Jer. 36:12

14. Descendant of David … 1 Chr. 3:22

15. Keeper of the East Gate under Nehemiah … Neh. 3:29

16. Merarite Levite living in Jerusalem … 1 Chr. 9:14

17. Son of Adonikam … Ezra 8:13

18. Leading man under Ezra … Ezra 8:16

19. Priest who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:21

20. Man who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:31

21. Prophet hired by Sanballat … Neh. 6:10–14

22. Priest who signs covenant … Neh. 10:1, 8

23. Participant in dedication service … Neh. 12:34

24. Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:35

25. Levite musician … Neh. 12:36

Shemariah—Yahweh keeps

1. Mighty man of Benjamin … 1 Chr. 12:5

2. Son of Rehoboam … 2 Chr. 11:18, 19

3. Divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:31, 32

Shemeber—splendor of heroism

King of Zeboiim … Gen. 14:2

Shemed—destruction

Son of Elpaal … 1 Chr. 8:12

Shemer, Shamer—guard

1. Sells Omri hill on which Samaria is built … 1 Kin. 16:23, 24

2. Levite … 1 Chr. 6:46

3. Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:30, 34

Shemida—fame of knowing

Descendant of Manasseh; founder of the Shemidaites … Num. 26:29, 32

Sheminith—eighth

Musical term … 1 Chr. 15:21

Shemiramoth—fame of the highest

1. Levite musician in David’s time … 1 Chr. 15:18, 20

2. Levite teacher under Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 17:8

Shemuel—name of God

1. Grandson of Issachar … 1 Chr. 7:1, 2

2. Representative of Simeon … Num. 34:20

Shen—tooth; a pointed rock

Rock west of Jerusalem … 1 Sam. 7:12

Shenazzar

Son of Jeconiah … 1 Chr. 3:18

Shepham—nakedness

Place near the Sea of Galilee … Num. 34:11

Shephatiah—Yahweh judges

1. Benjamite warrior … 1 Chr. 12:5

2. Son of David … 2 Sam. 3:4

3. Simeonite chief … 1 Chr. 27:16

4. Son of King Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 21:2

5. Opponent of Jeremiah … Jer. 38:1

6. Descendant of Judah … Neh. 11:4

7. Servant of Solomon whose descendants return from exile … Ezra 2:57

Shepher—beauty

Israelite encampment … Num. 33:23

Shepherd—one who cares for the sheep

A. Duties of, toward his flock:

Defend … 1 Sam. 17:34–36

Water … Gen. 29:2–10

Give rest to … Jer. 33:12

Know … John 10:3–5

Number … Jer. 33:13

Secure pasture for … 1 Chr. 4:39–41

Search for the lost … Ezek. 34:12–16; Luke 15:4, 5

B. Good, described as:

Faithful … Gen. 31:38–40

Fearless … 1 Sam. 17:34–36

Unselfish … Luke 15:3–6

Considerate … Gen. 33:13, 14

Believing … Luke 2:8–20

C. Bad, described as:

Unfaithful … Ezek. 34:1–10

Cowardly … John 10:12, 13

Selfish … Is. 56:11, 12

Ruthless … Ex. 2:17, 19

Unbelieving … Jer. 50:6

D. Descriptive of:

God … Ps. 78:52, 53

Christ … John 10:11; Heb. 13:20

Joshua … Num. 27:16–23

David … 2 Sam. 5:2

Judges … 1 Chr. 17:6

National leaders … Jer. 49:19

Cyrus … Is. 44:28

Church elders … 1 Pet. 5:2

Shepherd, Jesus the Good

A. Described prophetically in His:

Prophetic position (teaching) … Is. 40:10, 11

Priestly position (sacrifice) … Zech. 13:7; Matt. 26:31

Kingly position (ruling) … Ezek. 37:24; Matt. 2:6

B. Described typically as:

Good … John 10:11, 14

Chief … 1 Pet. 5:4

Great … Heb. 13:20

Gentle … Is. 40:11

One who separates … Matt. 25:31–46

Shepho—unconcern

Son of Shobal … Gen. 36:23

Sherebiah—Yahweh has sent burning heat

1. Levite family returning with Ezra … Ezra 8:18

2. Levite who assists Ezra … Neh. 8:7

Sheresh—root

Grandson of Manasseh … 1 Chr. 7:16

Sheshach—(probably a cryptogram)

Symbolic of Babylon … Jer. 25:26

Sheshai—whitish

Descendant of Anak … Num. 13:22

Driven out by Caleb … Josh. 15:14

Destroyed by Judah … Judg. 1:10

Sheshan—whitish

Jerahmeelite … 1 Chr. 2:31–35

Sheshbazzar—sin (the moon-god) protect the father

Prince of Judah … Ezra 1:8, 11

Shethar—star

Persian prince … Esth. 1:14

Shethar-Boznai—starry splendor

Official of Persia … Ezra 5:3, 6

Sheva—self-satisfying

1. Son of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:43, 49

2. David’s scribe … 2 Sam. 20:25

Shibboleth—stream, or ear of corn

Password … Judg. 12:5, 6

Shicron—drunkenness

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:11

Shield—a protective armor

A. Uses of:

Protection … 2 Chr. 14:8

Treasures in war … 1 Kin. 14:25, 26

Riches … 2 Chr. 32:27

Ornamenting public buildings … 1 Kin. 10:17

B. Figurative of:

God’s:

Protection … Ps. 33:20

Favor … Ps. 5:12

Salvation … Ps. 18:35

Truth … Ps. 91:4

Faith … Eph. 6:16

Rulers … Ps. 47:9

Shiggaion—a musical term

Plural form:

Shigionoth … Hab. 3:1

Shihor—black; turbid

Name given to the Nile … Is. 23:3

Israel’s southwestern border … Josh. 13:3

Shihor Libnath—turbid stream of Libnath

Small river in Asher’s territory … Josh. 19:26

Shilhi—Yahweh has sent

Father of Azubah … 1 Kin. 22:42

Shilhim—missiles

Town in south Judah … Josh. 15:1, 32

Shillem—compensation

Son of Naphtali … Gen. 46:24

Shiloah—sent

A pool of Jerusalem, figurative of God’s protection … Is. 8:6

See Siloam

Shiloh

1. Town of Ephraim … Judg. 21:19

Center of religious worship … Judg. 18:31

Canaan divided here … Josh. 18:1, 10

Benjamites seize women here … Judg. 21:19–23

Shiloh—continued

Ark of the covenant taken from … 1 Sam. 4:3–11

Site of Eli’s judgeship … 1 Sam. 4:12–18

Lord revealed Himself to Samuel in … 1 Sam. 3:21

Home of Ahijah … 1 Kin. 14:2, 4

Punishment given to … Jer. 7:12–15

2. Messianic title … Gen. 49:10

Shiloni—a Shilonite

Father of Zechariah … Neh. 11:5

Shilonite

Native of Shiloh … 1 Kin. 11:29

Shilshah—might

Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:36, 37

Shimea, Shimeah—He (God) has heard

1. Gershonite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:39

2. Merarite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:30

3. Brother of David … 2 Sam. 13:3

4. Son of David … 1 Chr. 3:1, 5

5. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:1, 32

Called Shimeam … 1 Chr. 9:38

Shimeath—report

Ammonitess … 2 Kin. 12:21

Shimeathites

Family of scribes … 1 Chr. 2:55

Shimei, Shimi—renowned

1. Son of Gershon … Ex. 6:17

2. Son of Merari … 1 Chr. 6:29

3. Simeonite … 1 Chr. 4:24–27

4. Levite … 1 Chr. 6:42

5. Benjamite family head … 1 Chr. 8:21

6. Gershonite family head … 1 Chr. 23:7, 9

7. Levite musician in David’s time … 1 Chr. 25:3, 17

8. Overseer of vineyards under David … 1 Chr. 27:27

9. Benjamite; insults David … 2 Sam. 16:5–13

Pardoned, but confined … 2 Sam. 19:16–23

Breaks parole; executed by Solomon … 1 Kin. 2:39–46

10. Faithful follower of Solomon … 1 Kin. 1:8

11. Levite; assists in purification … 2 Chr. 29:14–16

12. Levite treasurer in Hezekiah’s reign … 2 Chr. 31:12, 13

13. Benjamite ancestor of Mordecai … Esth. 2:5

14. Brother of Zerubbabel … 1 Chr. 3:19

Shimeon—hearing

Divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:31

Shimon—trier

Judahite family … 1 Chr. 4:1, 20

Shimrath—guarding

Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:21

Shimri—vigilant

1. Father of Jediael … 1 Chr. 11:45

2. Merarite Levite … 1 Chr. 26:10

3. Levite; assists in purification … 2 Chr. 29:13

Shimrith—vigilant

Moabitess … 2 Chr. 24:26

Shimron—watching

1. Son of Issachar … Gen. 46:13

2. Town of Zebulun … Josh. 11:1

Shimron Meron—guard of lashing

Town conquered by Joshua … Josh. 12:20

Shimshai—sunny

Scribe opposing the Jews … Ezra 4:8–24

Shin

Twenty-first letter of the Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:161–168

Shinab—king of Admah

Fought against Chedorlaomer … Gen. 14:1, 2

Shinar—the region around Babylon

Original home of Noah’s sons … Gen. 10:10

Tower built here … Gen. 11:2–9

Amraphel, king of … Gen. 14:1, 9

Home of the remnant Jews … Is. 11:11

Shine—to radiate with light

A. Used literally of:

Sun … Job 31:26

Moon … Job 25:5

Stars … Joel 3:15

Earth … Ezek. 43:2

Moses’ face … Ex. 34:29–35

Christ’s face … Matt. 17:2

Angels … Acts 12:7

Glorified Christ … Acts 9:3

Christ’s return … Luke 17:24

B. Applied figuratively to:

God’s blessing … Num. 6:25

God’s Word … 2 Pet. 1:19

Christ’s first advent … Is. 9:2; John 1:5

Gospel … 2 Cor. 4:4

Believer’s life … Prov. 4:18; Matt. 5:16

Regeneration … 2 Cor. 4:6

Believer’s glory … Dan. 12:3; Matt. 13:43

Shion—ruin

Town of Issachar … Josh. 19:19

Shiphi—abundant

Simeonite … 1 Chr. 4:37

Shiphmite—a native of Siphmoth

Zabdi called … 1 Chr. 27:27

Shiphrah—beauty

Hebrew midwife … Ex. 1:15

Shiphtan—judicial

Ephraimite … Num. 34:24

Ships—vessels designed for use on water

A. Uses of:

Fishing … John 21:3–8

Travel … Jon. 1:3

Cargoes … Acts 27:3, 10, 38

War … Num. 24:24

Commerce … Ps. 107:23

B. Parts of:

Figurehead … Acts 28:11

Skiff … Acts 27:16–32

Anchor … Acts 27:29, 40

Rudder … Acts 27:40

Cables … Acts 27:17

Ropes … Acts 27:32

Sails … Is. 33:23

Oars … Ezek. 27:6

C. Notable ones:

Ark … Gen. 7:17, 18

Jonah’s … Jon. 1:3, 4

Of Tarshish … Is. 23:1, 14

Paul’s … Acts 27:1–44

Shipwreck—a wreck of a sea-going vessel

Paul in three … 2 Cor. 11:25

Figurative of apostasy … 1 Tim. 1:19

Shisha—distinction

Father of Solomon’s scribes … 1 Kin. 4:3

Called Shavsha … 1 Chr. 18:16

Shitrai—Yahweh is deciding

Sharonite overseer of David’s herds … 1 Chr. 27:29

Shiza—splendor

Reubenite … 1 Chr. 11:42

Shoa—rich

Race or tribe against Israel … Ezek. 23:23

Shobab—returning

1. Son of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:18

2. Son of David … 2 Sam. 5:14

Shobach—expansion

Commander of the Syrian army … 2 Sam. 10:16–18

Spelled Shophach … 1 Chr. 19:16, 18

Shobai—glorious

Head of a family of gatekeepers … Ezra 2:42

Shobal—flowing

1. Son of Seir; a Horite chief … Gen. 36:20–29

2. Judahite, son of Caleb and ancestor of the people of Kirjath Jearim … 1 Chr. 2:50, 52

Shobek—forsaking

Signer of Nehemiah’s sealed covenant … Neh. 10:24

Shobi—Yahweh is glorious

Ammonite who brings food to David … 2 Sam. 17:27, 28

Shoe (see Sandals)

Shoham—beryl or onyx

Merarite Levite … 1 Chr. 24:27

Shomer—keeper, watchman

Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:30, 32

Short—not long; brief

A. Descriptive of:

Life … Ps. 89:47

Time of the devil on earth … Rev. 12:12

Gospel age … 1 Cor. 7:29

B. Expressive of God’s:

Plan … Rev. 22:6

Provision … Is. 59:1, 2

Tribulation … Matt. 24:21, 22

Short measure

Abomination … Mic. 6:10

Shoulder

A. Used for:

Carrying burdens … Is. 46:7

Supporting clothes … Ex. 12:34

B. Figurative of:

Notable persons … Ezek. 24:4, 5

Destruction … Ezek. 29:7

Servitude … Is. 10:27

Rebellion … Zech. 7:11

Messianic authority … Is. 9:6

Security … Deut. 33:12

Twelve Tribes … Ex. 28:10–12

Shout, Shouted

A. Occasions of, in:

Conquest … Josh. 6:5, 16, 20

Choosing a king … 1 Sam. 10:24

Sound of singing … Ex. 32:17, 18

Laying foundation of the temple … Ezek. 3:11–13

Christ’s second coming … 1 Thess. 4:16

B. In spiritual things:

At creation … Job 38:7

In the Messiah’s arrival … Zech. 9:9

Shovel

1. Used for removing ashes … Ex. 27:3

2. Winnowing tool … Is. 30:24

Showbread—bread of Your face

A. Provisions concerning:

Provided by the people … Lev. 24:8

Prepared by the Levites … 1 Chr. 9:32

Presented to the Lord … Lev. 24:7, 8

Provided for priests only … Lev. 24:9; Matt. 12:4, 5

B. Table of:

Placed in holy place … Ex. 26:35; Heb. 9:2

Made of acacia … Ex. 25:23–28

Carried by Kohathite Levites … Num. 4:4, 7, 15

High priest … Num. 4:7, 8, 16

C. Symbolic of:

Twelve Tribes … Ex. 28:10–12

Christ … John 6:48

Church … 1 Cor. 10:17

Showers—sudden outpourings

A. Used literally of rain:

Withheld … Jer. 3:3

Predicted … Luke 12:54

Requested … Zech. 10:1

Blessing … Ps. 65:10

See Rain

B. Used figuratively of:

God’s Word … Deut. 32:2

God’s wrath … Ezek. 13:11, 13

Messiah’s advent … Ps. 72:6

Gospel … Ezek. 34:25, 26

Remnant … Mic. 5:7

Shua, Shuah, Shuhah—prosperity

1. Son of Abraham by Keturah … Gen. 25:1, 2

2. Father of Judah’s wife … Gen. 38:2, 12

3. Descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:1, 11

4. Daughter of Heber … 1 Chr. 7:32

Shual—jackal

1. Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:30, 36

2. Region raided by a Philistine company … 1 Sam. 13:17

Shubael, Shebuel

1. Levite, son of Amram … 1 Chr. 24:20

2. Levite, son of Heman … 1 Chr. 25:4

Shuham—depression

Son of Dan … Num. 26:42

Called Hushim … Gen. 46:23

Head of the Shuhamites … Num. 26:42, 43

Shuhite—a descendant of Shuah

Bildad called; a descendant of Abraham by Keturah … Gen. 25:1–4; Job 2:11

Shulamite—a native of Shulem

Shepherd’s sweetheart … Song 6:13

Shumathites

Family of Kirjath Jearim … 1 Chr. 2:53

Shunammite—a native of Shunem

1. Abishag, David’s nurse called … 1 Kin. 1:3, 15

2. Woman who cared for Elisha … 2 Kin. 4:8–12

Shunem—uneven

Border town of Issachar … Josh. 19:18

Shuni—fortunate

Son of Gad … Gen. 46:16

Shuppim—serpent

Levite gatekeeper … 1 Chr. 26:16

Shur—fortification

Wilderness in south Palestine … Gen. 16:7

Israel went from Red Sea to … Ex. 15:22

On Egypt’s border … 1 Sam. 15:7

Hagar flees to … Gen. 16:7

Shushan—a city of Elam

Residence of Persian monarchs … Esth. 1:2

Located on river Ulai … Dan. 8:2

Court of Ahasuerus here … Esth. 1:2, 5

Shut—to close securely

A. Applied literally to:

Ark … Gen. 7:16

Door … Gen. 19:6, 10

Animals … Dan. 6:22

Court … Jer. 33:1

Prison … Acts 26:10

B. Applied figuratively to:

God’s mercies … Ps. 77:9

Finality of salvation … Matt. 25:10

Spiritual blindness … Is. 6:10

Awe … Is. 52:15

Heaven’s glory … Is. 60:11

God’s Word … Jer. 20:9

Vision … Dan. 12:4

Secret prayer … Matt. 6:6

Christ’s sovereignty … Rev. 3:7, 8

Shuthelah

1. Son of Ephraim; head of a family … Num. 26:35, 36

2. Ephraimite … 1 Chr. 7:20, 21

Shuttle—a weaving tool

Our days swifter than … Job 7:6

Siaha, Sia—assembly

Family of returning Nethinim … Ezra 2:43, 44; Neh. 7:47

Sibbechai

One of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:29

Slays a Philistine giant … 2 Sam. 21:18

Commander of a division … 1 Chr. 27:11

Sibmah, Shibmah—balsam

Town of Reuben … Num. 32:3, 38

Famous for wines … Is. 16:8, 9

Sibraim—double hope

Place in north Palestine … Ezek. 47:16

Sick, Sickness—the state of being unwell

A. Caused by:

Age … Gen. 48:1, 10

Accident … 2 Kin. 1:2

Wine … Hos. 7:5

Sins … Mic. 6:13

Despondency … Prov. 13:12

Prophetic visions … Dan. 8:27

Love … Song 2:5

God’s judgment … 2 Chr. 21:14–19

B. Healing of, by:

Figs … 2 Kin. 20:7

Miracle … 1 Kin. 17:17–23

Prayer … James 5:14, 15

God’s mercy … Phil. 2:25–30

Laying on of hands … Mark 16:17, 18; Acts 5:12, 15, 16

See Diseases; Healing

Sickle—an instrument for cutting grain

Literally … Deut. 16:9

Figuratively … Mark 4:29; Rev. 14:14–19

Siddim, Valley of

Valley of bitumen pits near the Dead Sea … Gen. 14:3, 8, 10

Sidon—fishery

Canaanite city 20 miles north of Tyre … Gen. 10:19

Israel’s northern boundary … Josh. 19:28

Canaanites not expelled from … Judg. 1:31

Israelites oppressed by … Judg. 10:12

Solomon worshiped goddess of … 1 Kin. 11:5

Elijah sent to region of … 1 Kin. 17:9

Judgments pronounced on … Is. 23:12

Israelites sold as slaves by … Joel 3:4–6

People from, hear Jesus … Luke 6:17

Visited by Jesus … Matt. 15:21

Paul visits at … Acts 27:3

Siege of a city—a military blockage

A. Methods employed in:

Supplies cut off … 2 Kin. 19:24

Ambushes laid … Judg. 9:34

Battering rams used … Ezek. 4:2

Arrows shot … 2 Kin. 19:32

B. Suffering of:

Famine … 2 Kin. 6:26–29

Pestilence … Jer. 21:6

C. Examples of:

Jericho … Josh. 6:2–20

Jerusalem … 2 Kin. 24:10, 11

See War

Sieve, sift—screen

Used figuratively of:

God’s judgment … Amos 9:9

Satan’s temptation … Luke 22:31

Sign—an outward token having spiritual significance

A. Descriptive of:

Heavenly bodies … Gen. 1:14 

Rainbow … Gen. 9:12–17

Circumcision … Gen. 17:11

Blood … Ex. 12:13

God’s wonders … Ps. 65:8

Covenant … Rom. 4:11

Miracles … Deut. 26:8

Memorial … Num. 16:38

Symbolic act … Is. 8:18

Witness … Is. 19:19, 20

Outward display … John 4:48

God’s power … Ps. 78:42, 43

Satan’s power … 2 Thess. 2:9

B. Purposes of, to:

Authenticate a prophecy … Deut. 13:1; 1 Sam. 2:31, 34

Strengthen faith … Judg. 6:17; Is. 7:11

Recall God’s blessings … Josh. 24:15–17

Confirm God’s Word … 2 Kin. 19:28, 29; Heb. 2:4

Affirm a promise … 2 Kin. 20:5, 9–11

Confirm a prophecy … 1 Kin. 13:3–5

C. Concerning Christ in His:

Nativity … Luke 2:12

Ministry … John 20:30; Acts 2:22

Resurrection … Matt. 12:38–40

D. Value of:

Discounted as such … Matt. 16:1–4

Demanded unnecessarily … John 6:30

Demonstrated by apostles … Acts 5:12

Displayed by Paul … Rom. 15:19

E. In prophecy, concerning:

Christ’s first advent … Is. 7:11, 14; Matt. 1:21–23

Christ’s second advent … Matt. 24:3, 30

Antichrist … 2 Thess. 2:9

End … Rev. 15:1

F. As assurance of:

God’s presence … Ex. 3:12

Judgment upon sin … Num. 17:10

Goodness … Ps. 86:17

Genuineness … 2 Thess. 3:17

See Token

Signify—to make known by signs

A. Concerning people:

Peter’s death … John 21:19

B. Concerning predicted events:

Christ’s death … John 12:33

Gospel age … Rev. 1:1

Sihon—bold

Amorite king residing at Heshbon … Num. 21:26–30

Victorious over Moabites … Num. 21:26–30

Ruler of five Midianite princes … Josh. 13:21

Refused Israel’s request for passage … Deut. 2:26–28

Defeated by Israel … Num. 21:21–32; Deut. 1:4

Territory of, assigned to Reuben and Gad … Num. 32:1–38

Victory over, long celebrated … Deut. 31:4

Silas, Silvanus—wooded

Leader in the Jerusalem church … Acts 15:22

Christian prophet … Acts 15:32

Sent on a mission … Acts 15:22–35

Became Paul’s companion … Acts 15:36–41

Roman citizen … Acts 16:25–39

Paul commended his work at Corinth … 2 Cor. 1:19

Called Silvanus … 1 Thess. 1:1

Associated in Paul’s writings … 2 Thess. 1:1

Peter’s helper … 1 Pet. 5:12

Silence—the lack of noise

A. Kinds of:

Will of God … 1 Pet. 2:15; Rev. 8:1

Troubled … Jer. 20:9

B. Virtue of:

Suitable time for … Eccl. 3:7

Commanded … 1 Cor. 14:34

Sign of prudence … Prov. 21:23

Sign of wisdom … Prov. 17:28

Sign of reverence … Hab. 2:20

C. Forbidden to God’s:

Watchmen … Is. 62:6

Messengers … Acts 5:27–42

Praisers … Ps. 30:12

D. Considered as:

Blessing … Zech. 2:13

Curse … 1 Sam. 2:9

Judgment … Jer. 8:14

E. Of God:

Broken in judgment … Ps. 50:3

Misunderstood by humans … Ps. 50:21, 23

F. Of Christ:

Predicted … Is. 53:7

Before:

Sinners … John 8:6

High priest … Matt. 26:62, 63

Pilate … Matt. 27:14

Herod … Luke 23:9

Silk—a clothing material derived from the silkworm

Sign of:

Luxury … Ezek. 16:10, 13

Wantonness … Rev. 18:12

Silla—twig; basket

Quarter of suburb of Jerusalem … 2 Kin. 12:20

Siloam—sent

Tower of, kills 18 people … Luke 13:4

Blind man washes in pool of … John 9:1–11

Silver—a precious metal

A. Features concerning:

Mined from the earth … Job 28:1

Melted by fire … Ezek. 22:22

Sign of wealth … Gen. 13:2

Used as money … Gen. 23:15, 16

Article of commerce … Ezek. 27:12

Given as presents … 1 Kin. 10:25

Used in:

Tabernacle … Ex. 38:19

Temple … 2 Kin. 12:13

Christ sold for 30 pieces of … Zech. 11:12; Matt. 26:15

Peter devoid of … Acts 3:6

B. Figurative of:

God’s Word … Ps. 12:6

God’s people … Zech. 13:9

Understanding … Prov. 3:13, 14

Degeneration … Is. 1:22

Rejection … Jer. 6:30

Silversmith—a worker in silver

Demetrius, an Ephesian … Acts 19:24–41

Simeon—hearing

1. Son of Jacob by Leah … Gen. 29:32, 33

Joined Levi in massacre of Shechemites … Gen. 34:25–31

Held as hostage by Joseph … Gen. 42:24, 36

Denounced by Jacob … Gen. 34:30

Sons of … Gen. 46:10

2. Tribe of, descendants of Jacob’s son … Gen. 46:10

Number of, at first census … Num. 1:23

Number of, at second census … Num. 26:12–14

Inheritance of, within Judah’s … Josh. 19:1–9

With Judah, fought Canaanites … Judg. 1:1, 3, 17

Victory over Ham and Amalekites … 1 Chr. 4:24–43

Recognized in Ezekiel’s vision … Ezek. 48:24–33

12,000 of, sealed … Rev. 7:7

3. Ancestor of Christ … Luke 3:30

4. Righteous man; blessed the child Jesus … Luke 2:25–35

5. Christian prophet at Antioch … Acts 13:1

Similitude—likeness of two things

A. Expressive of:

Physical … 2 Chr. 4:3

Typical … Rom. 5:14

Literary (simile) … Ps. 144:12

Spiritual … James 3:9

B. Expressed by:

“Like” … James 1:6

“As” … 1 Pet. 2:5

“Likeness” … Rom. 6:5

“Liken” … Matt. 7:24, 26

Simon—hearing

1. Simon Peter … Matt. 4:18

See Peter

2. One of the Twelve; called “the Cananite” … Matt. 10:4

3. One of Jesus’ brothers … Matt. 13:55

4. The leper … Matt. 26:6

5. Pharisee … Luke 7:36–40

6. Man of Cyrene … Matt. 27:32

7. Father of Judas Iscariot … John 6:71

8. Sorcerer … Acts 8:9–24

9. Tanner in Joppa … Acts 9:43

Simple, the

Enlightened by God’s Word … Ps. 19:7; Ps. 119:105

Able to understand … Prov. 1:4

Receptive of correction … Prov. 19:25

Void of understanding … Prov. 7:7

Easily tempted … Prov. 9:4, 16

Gullible … Prov. 14:15

Inherit folly … Prov. 14:18

Unmindful of danger … Prov. 22:3

The Lord preserves … Ps. 116:6

Simplicity—that which is in its purest form

A. Necessary in:

Prayer … Matt. 6:5–15

Dress … 1 Pet. 3:3–5

Conduct … 2 Cor. 1:12

Giving … Rom. 12:8

Preaching … 1 Thess. 2:3–7

B. Purposes of, to:

Avoid outward display … Matt. 6:1–4

Defeat Satan … 2 Cor. 11:3, 4

Remain pure in an evil world … Rom. 16:19

Sin—disobedience of God’s Law

A. Defined as:

Transgression … 1 John 3:4

Unrighteousness … 1 John 5:17

Omission of known duty … James 4:17

Not from faith … Rom. 14:23

Thought of foolishness … Prov. 24:9

B. Sources of, in:

Satan … John 8:44

Human heart … Matt. 15:19, 20

Lust … James 1:15

Adam’s transgression … Rom. 5:12, 16

Natural birth … Ps. 51:5

C. Kinds of:

National … Prov. 14:34

Personal … Josh. 7:20

Secret … Ps. 90:8

Presumptuous … Ps. 19:13

Open … 1 Tim. 5:24

Shameless … Is. 3:9

Youthful … Ps. 25:7

Public … 2 Sam. 24:10, 17

Unforgivable … Matt. 12:21, 32; John 8:24

Of ignorance … Lev. 4:2

Willful … Heb. 10:26

D. Consequences of, among the unregenerate:

Blindness … John 9:41; 2 Cor. 4:3, 4

Servitude … John 8:34

Death … Rom. 6:23

E. God’s attitude toward:

Withholds Abimelech from … Gen. 20:6

Punishes for … Ex. 32:34

Provides a fountain for … Zech. 13:1

Blots out … Is. 44:22

Casts away … Mic. 7:19

Forgives … Ex. 34:7

Remembers no more … Jer. 31:34

F. Christ’s relationship to:

Free of … 1 John 3:5

Knew no … 2 Cor. 5:21

Makes people conscious of … John 15:22, 24

Died for our … 1 Cor. 15:3

As an offering for … Is. 53:10; Heb. 9:28

Substitutionary … Is. 53:5, 6; Matt. 26:28

Takes it away … John 1:29

Saves His people from … Matt. 1:21

Has power to forgive … Matt. 9:6

Makes propitiation for … Heb. 2:17

Purges our … Heb. 1:3

Cleanses us from … 1 John 1:7, 9

Washes us from … Rev. 1:5

G. Regenerate must:

Acknowledge … Ps. 32:5

Confess … Ps. 51:3, 4

Be sorry for … Ps. 38:18

Not serve … Rom. 6:6

Not obey … Rom. 6:6, 12

Subdue … Rom. 6:14–22

Lay aside … Heb. 12:1

Resist … Heb. 12:4

Keep from … Ps. 19:13

Repent of … Acts 17:30

H. Helps against:

Use God’s Word … Ps. 119:11

Guard the tongue … Ps. 39:1

Walk in the Spirit … Rom. 8:1–14

Avoid evil companions … 1 Tim. 5:22

Confess to the Lord … 1 John 1:8, 9

Exercise love … 1 Pet. 4:8

Go to the Advocate … 1 John 2:1

Sin—the moon-god

1. Wilderness between the Red Sea and Sinai … Ex. 16:1

2. City of Egypt … Ezek. 30:15, 16

Sinai, Mount—also known as Mt. Horeb

Major events that occurred at:

Israel camped here … Ex. 19:1, 2

God appears to Israel … Ex. 19:11–20

Elders of Israel go up … Ex. 24:1, 9

Law given to Moses … Ex. 19:20; 20:1–17

Moses allowed to see God’s glory … Ex. 24:16–18

Israel worships gold calf … Ex. 32:1, 4, 8

Law given to Moses again … Ex. 34:1–28

Elijah encouraged by God … 1 Kin. 19:8

See Horeb

Sincerity—freedom from deceit; genuineness

A. Descriptive of:

God’s Word … 1 Pet. 2:2

Faith … 1 Tim. 1:5

Believer’s love … 2 Cor. 8:8, 24

B. Should characterize:

Young men … Titus 2:6, 7

Worship … John 4:23, 24

Preaching … 2 Cor. 2:17

Believers’ life … 2 Cor. 1:12

Public relationships … Judg. 9:16, 19

C. Examples of:

Nathanael … John 1:47

Christ … 1 Pet. 2:22

Paul … 1 Thess. 2:3–5

Singed—burnt hair

Miraculously saved from being … Dan. 3:27

Singers—those who make music with voice

Leaders of … 1 Chr. 25:2–6

Under teachers … 1 Chr. 15:22, 27

Mixed … 2 Chr. 35:15, 25

Singing—uttering words in musical tones

A. Descriptive of:

Birds … Ps. 104:12

Trees … 1 Chr. 16:33

Believers … Eph. 5:19

Redeemed … Rev. 5:9

Morning stars … Job 38:7

B. Occasions of:

Times of:

Victory … Ex. 15:1, 21

Revelry … Ex. 32:18

Imprisonment … Acts 16:25

Joy … James 5:13

Lord’s Supper … Matt. 26:30

C. Manner of, with:

Thanksgiving … Ps. 147:7

Singing—continued

Joy … Ps. 27:6

Gladness … Jer. 31:7

Spirit … 1 Cor. 14:15

Grace … Col. 3:16

D. Objects of:

God’s:

Power … Ps. 59:16

Mercies … Ps. 89:1

Righteousness … Ps. 51:14

New song … Rev. 14:3

Sinim, Sinites—people in the far east

1. Canaanite people … Gen. 10:15–18

2. Distant land from which people will return … Is. 49:7–12

Sink—to go down under something soft

Used literally of:

Ax head … 2 Kin. 6:5, 6

Stone … 1 Sam. 17:49

Army … Ex. 15:4, 5, 10

Boat … Luke 5:7

Man … Matt. 14:30

Sinlessness (see Holiness of Christ; Perfection)

Sinners—those who are unregenerate

A. Descriptive of:

Wicked city … Gen. 13:13

Race … 1 Sam. 15:18

Wicked Israelites … Amos 9:8, 10

One under conviction … Luke 5:8; Luke 18:13

Human race … Rom. 5:8, 19

B. Characteristics of:

Hostile to God … Jude 15

Scheme wickedly … Ps. 26:9, 10

Easily ensnared … Eccl. 7:26

Can entice the righteous … Prov. 1:10

Law made for … 1 Tim. 1:9

Conscious of sin … Luke 18:13

Able to repent … Luke 15:7, 10

Able to be converted … James 5:20

In need of cleansing … James 4:8

C. Punishment of:

Pursued by evil … Prov. 13:21

Overthrown by evil … Prov. 13:6

Wealth of, acquired by the just … Prov. 13:22

Sorrow given to … Ezek. 18:20

Will be punished … Prov. 11:31

Will be consumed … Ps. 104:35

D. Christ’s relationship to:

Came to call … Luke 5:32

Friend of … Luke 7:34

Receives such … Luke 15:1, 2

Endures hostility from … Heb. 12:3

Separate from … Heb. 7:26

Came to save … 1 Tim. 1:15

Sion—elevated

Name given to all or part of Mt. Hermon … Deut. 4:48

See Zion

Siphmoth—fruitful

David shares spoils with … 1 Sam. 30:26–28

Sippai—Yahweh is preserver

Philistine giant … 1 Chr. 20:4

Called Saph … 2 Sam. 21:18

Sirah—turning aside

Well near Hebron … 2 Sam. 3:26

Sirion—coat of mail

Sidonian name for Mt. Hermon … Deut. 3:9

Sisera—meditation

1. Canaanite commander of Jabin’s army; slain by Jael … Judg. 4:2–22

2. Ancestor of postexilic Nethinim … Ezra 2:43, 53

Sismai—Yahweh is distinguished

Judahite … 1 Chr. 2:40

Sister

A. Descriptive of:

Female relative … Gen. 24:30–60

Women of the same tribe … Num. 25:18

B. Features concerning:

Protected by:

Brothers … Gen. 34:13–31

Laws … Lev. 18:9–13, 18

Friction between … Luke 10:39, 40

Loved by Jesus … John 11:5

C. Figurative of:

Samaria and Jerusalem … Ezek. 23:1–49

Christian … Matt. 12:50

Christian woman … Rom. 16:1

Church … 2 John 13

Sistrum—a musical instrument

A part of worship … 2 Sam. 6:5

Sit

A. Descriptive of:

Judge … Ex. 18:13, 14

Priest … Zech. 6:13

King … Deut. 17:15, 18

God … Ps. 2:4

Messiah … Ps. 110:1

B. Purposes of, to:

Eat … Matt. 26:20, 21

Rest … John 4:6

Mourn … Neh. 1:4

Teach … Matt. 26:55

Transact business … Matt. 9:9

Beg … Luke 18:35

Learn … Mark 5:15

Ride … Matt. 21:5

Worship … Acts 2:2

C. Figurative of Christ’s:

Taking His rightful place in heaven … Heb. 1:3

Rule … Matt. 19:28

Judgment … Matt. 25:31

Sitnah—enmity

Well dug by Isaac near Gerar … Gen. 26:21

Sivan

Third month of the Jewish and Babylonian year … Esth. 8:9

Skeptical—characterized by doubts

Thomas, the doubter … John 20:24–28

Skilled—those possessing special abilities

A. Required of:

Soldiers … 1 Chr. 5:18

Craftsmen … 2 Chr. 2:7, 14

Musicians … 2 Chr. 34:12

B. Obtained by:

Spirit’s help … Ex. 31:2–5

God’s Word … Ps. 119:98–100

Lord’s help … Ps. 144:1

Skin—the outer covering of a body

A. Of animals, used for:

Clothing … Gen. 3:21

Deception … Gen. 27:16

Coverings … Ex. 26:14

Bottles … Josh. 9:4

B. Of humankind:

Diseased … Lev. 13:1–46

Sign of race … Jer. 13:23

Skull—skeleton of the head

Abimelech’s crushed by a woman … Judg. 9:53

Jezebel’s left by dogs … 2 Kin. 9:30–37

They brought Him to a place called … Mark 15:22

Another name for Golgotha … Matt. 27:33

See Golgotha

Sky—the expanse of the heaven

A. Place of:

Stars … Heb. 11:12

Expanse … Job 37:18

Weather changes … Matt. 16:2, 3

Thunder … Ps. 77:17

B. Figurative of:

God’s abode … Ps. 18:11

Righteousness … Is. 45:8

Ultimate judgment … Jer. 51:9

Slander—a malicious statement

A. Described as:

Destructive … Prov. 11:9

Deceitful … Ps. 52:2

Deluding … Prov. 10:18

Devouring … Prov. 16:27–30

B. Hurled against:

Joseph … Gen. 39:14–19

David … 2 Sam. 10:3

Jews … Ezra 4:7–16

Christ … Matt. 26:59–61

Paul … Acts 24:5, 6

Stephen … Acts 6:11

Christians … 1 Pet. 2:12

C. Hurled against the righteous by:

Devil … Job 1:9–11

Revilers … 1 Pet. 3:16

Hypocrites … Prov. 11:9

False leaders … 3 John 9, 10

D. Charged against Christ as:

Winebibber … Matt. 11:19

Blasphemer … Matt. 9:3

Demonized … John 8:48, 52

Rebel … Luke 23:5

Insurrectionist … Luke 23:2

E. Christians:

Warned against … Titus 3:1, 2

Must endure … Matt. 5:11, 12

Must lay aside … Eph. 4:31

Slave, slavery—a state of bondage

A. Acquired by:

Purchase … Gen. 17:12

Voluntary service … Ex. 21:5, 6

Birth … Ex. 21:2–4

Capture … Deut. 20:11–14

Debt … 2 Kin. 4:1

Arrest … Ex. 22:2, 3

Inheritance … Lev. 25:46

Gift … Gen. 29:24, 29

B. Rights of:

Sabbath rest … Ex. 20:10

Share in religious feasts … Deut. 12:12, 18

Membership in covenant … Gen. 17:10–14

Refuge for fugitive … Deut. 23:15, 16

Murder of, punishable … Ex. 21:12

Freedom of, if maimed … Ex. 21:26, 27

Entitled to justice … Job 31:13–15

C. Privileges of:

Entrusted with missions … Gen. 24:1–14

Advice of, heeded … 1 Sam. 9:5–10

Marriage in master’s house … 1 Chr. 2:34, 35

Rule over sons … Prov. 17:2

May become heir … Gen. 15:1–4

May secure freedom … Ex. 21:2–6

D. State of, under Christianity:

Union “in Christ” … Gal. 3:28

Treatment of with justice … Eph. 6:9

Duties of, as pleasing God … Eph. 6:5–8

No longer slaves to sin … Rom. 6:6

Sleep—a state of complete or partial unconsciousness

A. Descriptive of:

Slumber … Prov. 6:4, 10

Desolation … Jer. 51:39, 57

Unregeneracy … 1 Thess. 5:6, 7

Death … John 11:11–14

Spiritual indifference … Matt. 25:5

Prophetic vision … Dan. 8:18

B. Beneficial:

When given by God … Ps. 3:5; Ps. 127:2

While trusting God … Ps. 4:8

While obeying parents … Prov. 6:20–22

When following wisdom … Prov. 3:21–24

To the working person … Eccl. 5:12

After duty is done … Ps. 132:1–5

During a pleasant dream … Jer. 31:23–26

C. Condemned:

When excessive … Prov. 6:9–11

During harvest … Prov. 10:5

In times of danger … Matt. 26:45–47

D. Inability to:

Caused by worry … Dan. 2:1

Produced by insomnia … Esth. 6:1

Brought on by overwork … Gen. 31:40

Sling—an instrument for throwing stones

A. Used by:

Warriors … Judg. 20:16

David … 1 Sam. 17:40–50

B. Figurative of:

God’s punishment … 1 Sam. 25:29

Foolishness … Prov. 26:8

Slothfulness, sluggard—laziness

A. Sources of, in:

Excessive sleep … Prov. 6:9–11

Laziness … Prov. 19:15, 24

Indifference … Judg. 18:9

Desires … Prov. 21:25

Fearful imaginations … Prov. 22:13

B. Way of:

Brings hunger … Prov. 19:15

Leads to poverty … Prov. 20:4

Produces waste … Prov. 18:9

Causes decay … Eccl. 10:18

Results in forced labor … Prov. 12:24

C. Antidotes of, in:

Faithfulness … Matt. 25:26–30

Fervent spirit … Rom. 12:11

Following the faithful … Heb. 6:12

Small—little in size; few in number

A. Applied to God’s:

Choice … Num. 16:5, 9

Faithful remnant … Is. 1:9

B. Applied to human:

Sin … Ezek. 16:20

Unconcern … Zech. 4:10

Smith—a metal worker

Blacksmith … 1 Sam. 13:19, 20

Worker in iron … Is. 44:12

Tubal-Cain, first … Gen. 4:22

Demetrius, silversmith … Acts 19:24–27

Alexander, coppersmith … 2 Tim. 4:14

Smoke

A. Resulting from:

Destruction … Gen. 19:28

God’s presence … Is. 6:4

God’s vengeance … Is. 34:8–10

Babylon’s end … Rev. 14:8–11

World’s end … Is. 51:6

B. Figurative of:

Our life … Ps. 102:3

Spiritual distress … Ps. 119:83

Something offensive … Is. 65:5

Spirit’s advent … Joel 2:29, 30

Smyrna—a city of Iona in Asia Minor

One of the seven churches … Rev. 1:11

Snail

Creature with a spiral tail … Ps. 58:8

Snake charmer

Alluded to … Ps. 58:4, 5

Snares—traps

A. Uses of:

Catch birds … Prov. 7:23

B. Figurative of:

Pagan nations … Josh. 23:12, 13

Idols … Judg. 2:3

God’s representative … Ex. 10:7

Words … Prov. 6:2

Wicked works … Ps. 9:16

Fear of people … Prov. 29:25

Immoral woman … Eccl. 7:26

Christ … Is. 8:14, 15

Sudden destruction … Luke 21:34, 35

Riches … 1 Tim. 6:9, 10

Devil’s trap … 2 Tim. 2:26

Sneezed

Seven times … 2 Kin. 4:35

Snow—frozen crystallized flakes of water

A. Characteristics of:

Comes in winter … Prov. 26:1

Sent by God … Job 37:6

Waters the earth … Is. 55:10

Melts with heat … Job 6:16, 17

Notable event during … 2 Sam. 23:20

B. Whiteness illustrative of:

Leprosy … Ex. 4:6

Converted sinner … Ps. 51:7; Is. 1:18

Nazirite’s purity … Lam. 4:7

Angel … Matt. 28:3

Risen Christ … Rev. 1:14

So

Egyptian king … 2 Kin. 17:4

Soap

Figuratively in … Mal. 3:2

Sober, sobriety

A. Described as:

Sanity … 2 Cor. 5:13

Soberness (not drunk) … 1 Tim. 3:2, 11

Temperate nature … Titus 1:8

Humble mind … Rom. 12:3

Moral rectitude … Titus 2:12

Self-control … 1 Cor. 7:9; Gal. 5:23

B. Incentives to, found in:

Lord’s return … 1 Thess. 5:1–7

Nearness of the end … 1 Pet. 4:7

Satan’s attacks … 1 Cor. 7:5

C. Required of:

Christians … 1 Thess. 5:6, 8

Church officers … 1 Tim. 3:2, 3

Wives of church officers … 1 Tim. 3:11

Aged men … Titus 2:2

Young women … Titus 2:4

Young men … Titus 2:6

Women … 1 Tim. 2:9

Children … 1 Tim. 2:15

Evangelists … 2 Tim. 4:5

See Temperance

Sociability—friendly relations in social gatherings

A. Manifested in:

Family life … John 12:1–9

National life … Neh. 8:9–18

Church life … Acts 2:46

B. Christian’s kind, governed by:

No fellowship with evil … 2 Cor. 6:14–18

Righteous living … Titus 2:12

Honesty in all things … Col. 3:9–14

Socialism (see Communism, Christian)

Socoh, Sochoh—thorn

1. Town in south Judah … Josh. 15:1, 35

Where David killed Goliath … 1 Sam. 17:1, 49

2. Town in Judah’s hill country … Josh. 15:1, 48

Sodi—an acquaintance

Father of the Zebulunite spy … Num. 13:10

Sodom—burnt

A. History of:

Located in Jordan plain … Gen. 13:10

Became Lot’s residence … Gen. 13:11–13

Wickedness of, notorious … Gen. 13:13

Plundered by Chedorlaomer … Gen. 14:9–24

Abram rescues Lot … Gen. 14:13–16

Abraham interceded for … Gen. 18:16–33

Destroyed by God … Gen. 19:1–28

Lot sent out of … Gen. 19:29, 30

B. Destruction of, illustrative of:

God’s wrath … Deut. 29:23

Sudden destruction … Lam. 4:6

Total destruction … Jer. 49:18

Future judgment … Matt. 11:23, 24

Example to the ungodly … 2 Pet. 2:6

C. Sin of, illustrative of:

Shamelessness … Is. 3:9

Persistence in wrongdoing … Jer. 23:14

Sexual perversion … Jude 7

D. Figurative of:

Wickedness … Deut. 32:32

Jerusalem … Is. 1:9, 10

Judah … Ezek. 16:46–63

Sodomite—a male cult prostitute

Prohibition of … Deut. 23:17, 18

Prevalence of, under Rehoboam … 1 Kin. 14:24

Asa’s removal of … 1 Kin. 15:11, 12

Jehoshaphat’s riddance of … 1 Kin. 22:46

Josiah’s reforms against … 2 Kin. 23:7

Result of unbelief … Rom. 1:27

Soil—dirt

It was planted in good … Ezek. 17:8

Uzziah loved it … 2 Chr. 26:10

Sold

Descriptive of:

Purchase … Matt. 26:9

Slavery … Ps. 105:17

Bondage to sin … Rom. 7:14

Soldiers—military agents of a nation

A. Duties of:

Subdue riots … Acts 21:31–35

Guard prisoners … Acts 12:4–6

B. Good characteristics of:

Obedience … Matt. 8:9

Devotion … Acts 10:7

Valor … 2 Chr. 13:3

C. Bad characteristics of:

Cowardice … Deut. 20:8

Discontent and violence … Luke 3:14

Rashness … Acts 27:42

Bribery … Matt. 28:12

Irreligion … John 19:2, 3, 23

D. Figurative of:

Christians … 2 Tim. 2:4

Christian workers … Phil. 2:25

Spiritual armor … Eph. 6:10–18

Solitude—aloneness

For:

Adam, not good … Gen. 2:18 

Prayer, good … Matt. 6:6; Matt. 14:23

Rest, necessary … Mark 6:30, 31

Solomon—peace

A. Life of:

David’s son by Bathsheba … 2 Sam. 12:24

Name of, significant … 1 Chr. 22:9

Anointed over opposition … 1 Kin. 1:5–48

Received dying instruction from David … 1 Kin. 2:1–10

Purged his kingdom of corrupt leaders … 1 Kin. 2:11–46

Prayer of, for wisdom … 1 Kin. 3:1–15

Exhibited wise judgment … 1 Kin. 3:16–28

Organized his kingdom … 1 Kin. 4:1–28

Fame of, worldwide … 1 Kin. 4:29–34

Built the temple … 1 Kin. 5; 6

Dedicated the temple … 1 Kin. 8:22–66

Built personal palace … 1 Kin. 7:1–12

Lord reappeared to … 1 Kin. 9:1–9

Strengthened his kingdom … 1 Kin. 9:10–28

Received queen of Sheba … 1 Kin. 10:1–13

Encouraged commerce … 1 Kin. 10:14–29

Fell into polygamy and idolatry … 1 Kin. 11:1–8

God warned him … 1 Kin. 11:9–13

Adversaries arose against him … 1 Kin. 11:14–40

Reign and death … 1 Kin. 11:41–43

B. Positive features of:

Chooses an understanding heart … 1 Kin. 3:5–9

Exhibits sound judgment … 1 Kin. 3:16–28

Excels in wisdom … 1 Kin. 4:29–34

Great writer … 1 Kin. 4:32

Writer of psalms … Ps. 72 (Title); Ps. 127 (Title)

C. Negative features of:

Loves luxury … Eccl. 2:1–11

Marries pagans … 1 Kin. 11:1–3

Turns to idolatry … 1 Kin. 11:4–8

Enslaves Israel … 1 Kin. 12:1–4

Son

A. Descriptive of:

Male child … Gen. 4:25, 26

Grandson … Gen. 29:5

Disciple … Prov. 7:1

One destined to a certain end … John 17:12

Messiah … Is. 7:14

Angels … Job 1:6

B. Characteristics of, sometimes:

Jealous … Judg. 9:2, 18

Quite different … Gen. 9:18–27

Disloyal … Luke 15:25–30

Unlike their father … 2 Sam. 13:30–39

Spiritually different … Gen. 25:22–34

Rebellious … Deut. 21:18–21

C. Admonitions addressed to, concerning:

Instruction … Prov. 1:8

Sinners … Prov. 1:10–19

Wisdom … Prov. 3:13–35

Correction … Prov. 3:11, 12

Immorality … Prov. 5:1–23

Life’s dangers … Prov. 6:1–35

Son-in-law—a daughter’s husband

Sinful … Gen. 19:14

Believing … Mark 1:29, 30

Son of God—a title indicating Christ’s deity

A. Descriptive of Christ as:

Eternally begotten … Ps. 2:7; Heb. 1:5

Messianic King … Ps. 89:26, 27

Virgin-born … Luke 1:31–35

Trinity-member … Matt. 28:19

Priest-King … Heb. 1:8; Heb. 5:5, 6

Intercessor … Rom. 8:34

B. Witnesses of, by:

Father … Matt. 17:5

Demons … Mark 5:7

Satan … Matt. 4:3, 6

Men … Matt. 16:16

Christ Himself … John 9:35–37

His resurrection … Rom. 1:1–4

Christians … Acts 2:36

Scriptures … John 20:31

Inner witness … 1 John 5:10–13

C. Significance of, as indicating:

Cost of humankind’s reconciliation … Rom. 5:6–11

Greatness of God’s love … John 3:16

Sin of unbelief … Heb. 10:28, 29

Worship due Christ … Rev. 4:11

Dignity of human nature … Rom. 8:3; Heb. 2:14

Humanity of Christ … Gal. 4:4

Pattern of glorification … Rom. 8:29; Phil. 3:21

Destruction of Satan … 1 John 3:8

Uniqueness of Christ … Heb. 1:5–9

D. Belief in Christ as:

Derived from the Scriptures … John 20:31

Necessary for eternal life … John 3:18, 36

Source of eternal life … John 6:40

Foundation of the faith … Acts 9:20

Affirmation of deity … 1 John 2:23, 24

Illustrated … John 11:14–44

E. Powers of Christ as, to:

Have life in Himself … John 5:26

Reveal the Father … Matt. 11:27

Glorify the Father … John 17:1

Do the Father’s works … John 5:19, 20

Redeem humankind … Gal. 4:4, 5

Give freedom … John 8:36

Raise the dead … John 5:21, 25

Judge people … John 5:22

Son of Man—a self-designation of Christ

A. Title of, applied to:

Ezekiel … Ezek. 2:1, 3, 6

Daniel … Dan. 8:17

Messiah … Dan. 7:13

Christ:

By Himself … Matt. 8:20

By Stephen … Acts 7:56

In John’s vision … Rev. 1:13

B. As indicative of Christ’s:

Self-designation … Matt. 16:13

Humanity … Matt. 11:19

Messiahship … Luke 18:31

Lordship … Matt. 12:8

Sovereignty … Matt. 13:41

Obedience … Phil. 2:8

Suffering … Mark 9:12

Death … Matt. 12:40

Resurrection … Matt. 17:9–23

Regal power … Matt. 16:28

Return … Matt. 24:27–37

Glorification … Heb. 2:6–10

C. Christ’s powers as, to:

Forgive sins … Matt. 9:6

Save people … Luke 19:10

Redeem people … Matt. 20:28

Rule His church … Col. 1:17, 18

Reward people … Matt. 16:27; Matt. 19:28

Song of Solomon—a book of the Old Testament

The bride and the bridegroom … Song 1

Song of the bride … Song 2:8–3:5

Song of the bridegroom … Song 4:1–15

The bride meditates … Song 4:16–6:3

The bridegroom appeals … Song 6:4–7:9

Lovers united … Song 7:10–8:14

Songs

A. Described as:

New … Rev. 5:9

Spiritual … Eph. 5:19

B. Uses of, as:

Witness … Deut. 31:19–22

Torment … Ps. 137:3

March … Num. 21:17, 18

Processional … 1 Chr. 13:7, 8

C. Expressive of:

Triumph … Judg. 5:12

Physical joy … Gen. 31:27

Spiritual joy … Ps. 119:54

Deliverance … Ps. 32:7

Hypocrisy … Amos 5:23

Derision … Ps. 69:12

D. Figurative of:

Passover (the Lord’s Supper) … Is. 30:29; Matt. 26:26–30

Messiah’s advent … Is. 42:10

Gospel age … Is. 26:1, 2

Praise and thanksgiving … Neh. 12:46; Ps. 69:30

Songwriter

Solomon, famous as … 1 Kin. 4:32

Sonship of believers

A. Evidences of, seen in:

New nature … 1 John 3:9–12

Possession of the Spirit … Rom. 8:15–17

Chastisement … Heb. 12:5–8

B. Blessedness of, manifested in:

Regeneration … John 1:12

Adoption … Gal. 4:5, 6

Glorification … Rom. 8:19–21

Soothsayer—a diviner, fortune-teller

Among Philistines … Is. 2:6

At Babylon … Dan. 2:27

At Philippi … Acts 16:12, 16

Unable to interpret … Dan. 4:7

Forbidden in Israel … Mic. 5:12

See Divination

Sopater—of sound parentage

One of Paul’s companions … Acts 20:4

Sophereth—writer, scribe

Descendants of Solomon’s servants … Neh. 7:57

Sorcerers—supposed possessors of supernatural powers

A. Prevalence of, in:

Assyria … Nah. 3:4, 5

Egypt … Ex. 7:11

Babylon … Is. 47:9–13

Palestine … Acts 8:9–24

Last days … Rev. 9:21

B. Punishment of, described:

Legally … Deut. 18:10–12

Prophetically … Mal. 3:5

Symbolically … Rev. 21:8

See Divination; Magic, magician

Sorcery—the practice of magic

Forbidden in Israel … Deut. 18:10

Condemned by the prophets … Mic. 5:12

Practiced by Manasseh … 2 Chr. 33:6

Work of the flesh … Gal. 5:20

Sore

Result of plague … Lev. 13:42, 43

Sorek—a choice vine

Valley, home of Delilah … Judg. 16:4

Sorrow—grief

A. Kinds of:

Hypocritical … Matt. 14:9

Unfruitful … Matt. 19:22

Temporary … John 16:6, 20–22

Continual … Rom. 9:2

Fruitful … 2 Cor. 7:8–11

Christian … 1 Thess. 4:13

B. Caused by:

Sin … Gen. 3:16, 17

Death … John 11:33–36

Drunkenness … Prov. 23:29–35

Love of money … 1 Tim. 6:10

Apostasy … Ps. 16:4

Persecution … Esth. 9:22

Hardship of life … Ps. 90:10

Knowledge … Eccl. 1:18

Distressing news … Acts 20:37, 38

C. Of the righteous:

Not like the world’s … 1 Thess. 4:13

Sometimes intense … Ps. 18:4, 5

Seen in the face … Neh. 2:2–4

None in God’s blessings … Prov. 10:22

Shown in repentance … 2 Cor. 7:10

To be removed … Is. 25:8

None in heaven … Rev. 21:4

Shall flee away … Is. 51:11

See Grief

Sosipater—saving a father

Kinsman of Paul … Rom. 16:21

Sosthenes—of sound strength

1. Ruler of the synagogue at Corinth … Acts 18:17

2. Paul’s Christian brother … 1 Cor. 1:1

Sotai—Yahweh is turning aside

Head of a family of servants … Ezra 2:55

Soul—the immaterial part of human beings

A. Descriptive of:

People … Acts 2:41, 43

Sinner … James 5:20

Emotional life … 1 Sam. 18:1, 3

Spiritual life … Ps. 42:1, 2, 4

Disembodied state … Rev. 6:9; Rev. 20:4

B. Characteristics of:

Belongs to God … Ezek. 18:3, 4

Possesses immortality … Matt. 10:28

Most vital asset … Matt. 16:26

Leaves body at death … Gen. 35:18

C. Abilities of, able to:

Believe … Heb. 10:39

Love God … Luke 10:27

Sin … Mic. 6:7

Prosper … 3 John 2

Survive death … Matt. 10:28

D. Duties of, to:

Keep itself … Deut. 4:9

Seek the Lord … Deut. 4:29

Love the Lord … Deut. 6:5

Soul—continued

Serve the Lord … Deut. 10:12

Store God’s Word … Deut. 11:18

Keep God’s Law … Deut. 26:16

Obey God … Deut. 30:2, 6, 10

Get wisdom … Prov. 19:8

E. Enemies of, seen in:

Fleshly lusts … 1 Pet. 2:11

Evil environment … 2 Pet. 2:8

Sin … Lev. 5:4, 15, 17

Adultery … Prov. 6:32

Evil people … Prov. 22:24, 25

Ignorance … Prov. 8:36

Hell … Prov. 23:14

F. Of the righteous:

Kept by God … Ps. 121:7

Vexed by sin … 2 Pet. 2:8

Subject to authorities … Rom. 13:1

Purified by obedience … 1 Pet. 1:22

Not allowed to famish … Prov. 10:3

Restored … Ps. 23:1, 3

Enriched … Prov. 11:25

Satisfied … Prov. 13:25

Reign with Christ … Rev. 20:4

G. Of the wicked:

Desires evil … Prov. 21:10

Delights in abominations … Is. 66:3

Has nothing … Prov. 13:4

Required … Luke 12:19, 20

To be punished … Rom. 2:9

Soul winning

Importance of … James 5:20

Christ’s command … Matt. 4:19

Our reward … Dan. 12:3

Sound (see Sober)

Sound doctrine

A. Manifested in:

Heart’s prayer … Ps. 119:80

Speech … 2 Tim. 1:13

Righteous living … 1 Tim. 1:10

B. Need of:

For exhortation … Titus 1:9

For the faith … Titus 1:13

Denied by some … 2 Tim. 4:3

Sour grapes—not yet mature

Used proverbially … Jer. 31:29, 30

Sowing—scattering seed

A. Restrictions upon, regarding:

Sabbath year … Lev. 25:3–22

Mingled seed … Lev. 19:19

Weather … Eccl. 11:4, 6

B. Figurative of evil things:

Iniquity … Job 4:8

Wind … Hos. 8:7

Discord … Prov. 6:14, 19

Strife … Prov. 16:28

False teaching … Matt. 13:25, 39

Sin … Gal. 6:7, 8

C. Figurative of good things:

God’s Word … Is. 55:10

Reward … 2 Cor. 9:6, 10

Gospel … Matt. 13:3, 4, 37

Gospel messengers … John 4:36, 37

Resurrection … 1 Cor. 15:36–44

Eternal life … Gal. 6:7–9

Spain—a country in southwest Europe

Paul desires to visit … Rom. 15:24, 28

Sparrow—a small bird

Value of … Matt. 10:29, 31

Spearmen—infantry men with spears

One of, pierces Christ’s side … John 19:34

Paul’s military escort … Acts 23:23, 24

Special—something separated to one’s own use

A. Applied literally to:

Israel (God’s own) … Ex. 19:5; Deut. 7:6

Treasure (Solomon’s own) … Eccl. 2:8

Translated “jewels” … Mal. 3:17

B. Applied figuratively to:

True Israel … Ps. 135:4

Christian … Titus 2:14

The church … 1 Pet. 2:9

Speck—a small particle

Used in contrast to a beam … Matt. 7:3, 5

Speckled

Spotted (of goats) … Gen. 30:32–39

Colored (of birds) … Jer. 12:9

Speech—the intelligible utterance of the mouth

A. Of the wicked, consisting of:

Lies … Ps. 58:3

Cursing … Ps. 59:12

Enticements … Prov. 7:21

Blasphemies … Dan. 7:25

Earthly things … John 3:31

Deception … Rom. 16:18

B. Of the righteous, consisting of:

God’s righteousness … Ps. 35:28

Wisdom … 1 Cor. 2:6, 7

God’s Word … Ps. 119:172

Truth … Eph. 4:25

Mystery of Christ … Col. 4:3, 4

Sound doctrine … Titus 2:1, 8

Boldness … Phil. 1:4

Speed—to hasten

“Let Him make” … Is. 5:19

“They shall come with” … Is. 5:26

Spending—paying out money or service for things

A. Wastefully, on:

Harlots … Luke 15:30

B. Wisely:

In Christ’s service … 2 Cor. 12:15

Spices—aromatic vegetable compounds

A. Uses of:

Food … Song 8:2

Incense … Ex. 30:34–38

Fragrance … Song 4:10

B. Features concerning:

Used as presents … Gen. 43:11

Objects of commerce … Gen. 37:25

Tokens of royal favor … 1 Kin. 10:2

Stored in the temple … 1 Chr. 9:29

Sign of wealth … 2 Kin. 20:13

Spider

Web of, figurative of:

Insecurity … Is. 59:5

Godless … Job 8:14

Spies—secret agents of a foreign government

A. Purpose of, to:

Search out Canaan … Num. 13:1–33

Prepare for invasion … Josh. 2:1–21

Search out new land … Judg. 18:2–17

Make false charges … Luke 20:20

B. Men accused of, falsely:

Jacob’s sons … Gen. 42:9–34

David’s servants … 2 Sam. 10:3

Spikenard

Used as a perfume … Song 1:12

Mary uses it in anointing Jesus … Mark 14:3; John 12:3

Spill—to flow forth

Water … 2 Sam. 14:14

Wine … Luke 5:37

Spinning—twisting fibers together to form cloth

Work done by women … Ex. 35:25

Sign of industry … Prov. 31:19

As an illustration … Matt. 6:28

Spirit—an immaterial being

A. Descriptive of:

Holy Spirit … Gen. 1:2 

Angels … Heb. 1:7, 14

Humankind’s immaterial nature … 1 Cor. 2:11

Evil … 1 Sam. 16:14–23

Believer’s immaterial nature … 1 Cor. 5:3, 5

Controlling influence … Is. 29:10

Inward reality … Rom. 2:29

Disembodied state … Heb. 12:23; 1 Pet. 3:19

B. Characteristics of, in humankind:

Center of emotions … 1 Kin. 21:5

Source of passions … Ezek. 3:14

Cause of volitions (will) … Prov. 16:32

Subject to divine influence … Deut. 2:30; Is. 19:14

Leaves body at death … Eccl. 12:7; James 2:26

See Soul

Spirit, Holy (see Holy Spirit)

Spirit of Christ

A. Descriptive of the Holy Spirit as:

Dwelling in Old Testament prophets … 1 Pet. 1:10, 11

Sent by God … Gal. 4:6

Given to believers … Rom. 8:9

Supplying believers … Phil. 1:19

Producing boldness … Acts 4:29–31

Commanded … Eph. 5:18

B. Christ’s human spirit (consciousness), of His:

Perception … Mark 2:8

Emotions … Mark 8:12

Life … Luke 23:46

Spirits, discerning

A. Described as:

Spiritual gift … 1 Cor. 12:10

Necessary … 1 Thess. 5:19–21

B. Tests of:

Christ’s:

Deity … 1 Cor. 12:3

Humanity … 1 John 4:1–6

Christian fellowship … 1 John 2:18, 19

Spiritual—the holy or immaterial

A. Applied to:

Gifts … 1 Cor. 12:1

Law … Rom. 7:14

Things … Rom. 15:27

Christians … 1 Cor. 3:1

Resurrected body … 1 Cor. 15:44–46

Evil forces … Eph. 6:12

B. Designating, Christians:

Ideal state … 1 Cor. 3:1

Discernment … 1 Cor. 2:13–15

Duty … Gal. 6:1

Manner of life … Col. 3:16

Spiritual gifts (see Gifts, spiritual)

Spirituality—a holy frame of mind

Source of … Gal. 5:22–26

Expression of … 1 Cor. 13:1–13

Growth in … 2 Pet. 1:4–11

Enemies of … 1 John 2:15–17

Spite—an injury prompted by contempt

Inflicted upon Christ … Matt. 22:6

Spitting, spittle

A. Symbolic of:

Contempt … Num. 12:14

Rejection … Matt. 26:67

Uncleanness … Lev. 15:8

B. Miraculous uses of, to heal:

Dumb man … Mark 7:33–35

Blind man … Mark 8:23–25

Man born blind … John 9:6, 7

Spoil—loot or plunder

Cattle … Josh. 8:2

Silver and gold … Nah. 2:9

See Plunder

Spokesman—one who speaks for others

Aaron deputed to be … Ex. 4:14–16

Sponge—a very absorbent sea fossil

Full of vinegar, offered to Christ … Matt. 27:48

Spot, spotless

A. Descriptive of:

Blemish on the face … Job 11:15

Imperfection of the body … Song 4:7

Mixed colors … Gen. 30:32–39

Leopard’s body markings … Jer. 13:23

B. Figuratively (“spotless”) of:

Christ’s death … 1 Pet. 1:19

Believer’s perfection … 2 Pet. 3:14

Glorified church … Eph. 5:27

Obedience … 1 Tim. 6:14

Springtime—the season of nature’s rebirth

Symbolically described … Song 2:11–13

Sprinkle

A. Used literally of:

Water … Num. 8:7

Oil … Lev. 14:16

B. Of blood, used in:

Passover … Ex. 12:21, 22

Sinaitic covenant … Ex. 24:8; Heb. 9:19, 21

Sin offering … Lev. 4:6

New covenant … Heb. 12:24

C. Used figuratively of:

Regeneration … Heb. 10:22

Purification … 1 Pet. 1:2

Square—having four equal sides

Altar … Ex. 27:1

Breastplate … Ex. 39:8, 9

City of God … Rev. 21:16

Stab—to pierce with a knife

Asahel by Abner … 2 Sam. 2:22, 23

Abner by Joab … 2 Sam. 3:27

Amasa by Joab … 2 Sam. 20:10

Stachys—head of grain

One whom Paul loved … Rom. 16:9

Staff—a long stick or rod

A traveler’s support … Gen. 32:10

A military weapon … Is. 10:24

Stairs, winding

Part of Solomon’s temple … 1 Kin. 6:8

Stalls—quarters for animals

40,000 in Solomon’s time … 1 Kin. 4:26

Stammerer—one who stutters

Of the gospel age … Is. 32:1, 4

Stars

A. Features concerning:

Created by God … Gen. 1:16 

Ordained by God … Ps. 8:3

Set in the expanse … Gen. 1:17 

Follow fixed ordinances … Jer. 31:35, 36

Named by God … Ps. 147:4

Established forever … Ps. 148:3, 6

Of vast numbers … Gen. 15:5

Manifest God’s power … Is. 40:26

Of different proportions … 1 Cor. 15:41

Very high … Job 22:12

B. Worship of:

Forbidden … Deut. 4:19

Punished … Deut. 17:3–7

Introduced by Manasseh … 2 Kin. 21:3

Condemned by the prophets … Jer. 8:2; Zeph. 1:4, 5

C. List of, in Bible:

The Bear … Job 9:9

Mazzaroth … Job 38:32

Orion … Job 9:9

Pleiades … Job 9:9

Chambers of the south … Job 9:9





Of Bethlehem … Matt. 2:2, 9, 10

D. Figurative of:

Christ’s:

First advent … Num. 24:17

Second advent … Rev. 22:16

Angels … Rev. 1:16, 20

Judgment … Ezek. 32:7

False security … Obad. 4

Glorified saints … Dan. 12:3

Apostates … Jude 13

State—established government

A. Agents of:

Under God’s control … Dan. 4:17, 25; John 19:10, 11

Sometimes evil … Mark 6:14–29

Sometimes good … Neh. 2:1–9

Protectors of the law … Rom. 13:1–4

B. Duties of Christians to:

Pray for … 1 Tim. 2:1, 2

Pay taxes to … Matt. 22:17–21

Be subject to … Rom. 13:5, 6

Resist (when evil) … Acts 4:17–21

Stature—the natural height of the body

A. Used physically of:

Giants … Num. 13:32

Sabeans … Is. 45:14

B. Significance of:

Normal, in human growth … Luke 2:52

Cannot be changed … Matt. 6:27

Not indicative of greatness … 1 Sam. 16:7

In spiritual things … Eph. 4:13

Statute of limitation

Recognized in the Law … Deut. 15:1–5, 9

Steadfastness—firm, persistent, and determined in one’s endeavors

A. In human things, following a:

Person … Ruth 1:18

Leader … Jer. 35:1–19

Principle … Dan. 1:8

B. In spiritual things:

Enduring chastisement … Heb. 12:7

Bearing persecution … Rom. 8:35–37

Maintaining perseverance … Heb. 3:6, 14

Stability of faith … Col. 2:5; Heb. 2:1–4

Persevering in service … 1 Cor. 15:58

Resisting Satan … 1 Pet. 5:9

Defending Christian liberty … Gal. 5:1

Steadfastness—continued

C. Elements of, seen in:

Having a goal … Phil. 3:12–14

Discipline … 1 Cor. 9:25–27

Run the race … Heb. 12:1, 2

Never give up … Rev. 3:10, 21

Stealing—taking another’s property

Common on earth … Matt. 6:19

Forbidden in:

Law … Ex. 20:15

Gospel … Rom. 13:9

Christians not to do … Eph. 4:28

Excludes from heaven … 1 Cor. 6:9, 10

None in heaven … Matt. 6:20

Stephanas—crowned

Corinthian Christian … 1 Cor. 1:16

First convert of Achaia … 1 Cor. 16:15

Visits Paul … 1 Cor. 16:17

Stephen—wreath or crown

One of the seven deacons … Acts 6:1–8

Accused falsely by Jews … Acts 6:9–15

Spoke before the Jewish Sanhedrin … Acts 7:2–53

Became first Christian martyr … Acts 7:54–60

Saul (Paul) involved in death of … Acts 7:58

Stew—a thick vegetable soup

Price of Esau’s birthright … Gen. 25:29–34

Eaten by Elisha’s disciples … 2 Kin. 4:38–41

Ordinary food … Hag. 2:12

Steward, stewardship—a trust granted for profitable use

A. Descriptive of:

One over Joseph’s household … Gen. 43:19

Curator or guardian … Matt. 20:8

Manager … Luke 16:2, 3

Management of entrusted duties … 1 Cor. 9:17

B. Duties of, to:

Expend monies … Rom. 16:23

Serve wisely … Luke 12:42

C. Of spiritual things, based on:

Lord’s ownership … Ps. 24:1, 2; Rom. 14:8

Our redemption … 1 Cor. 6:20

Gifts bestowed upon us … Matt. 25:14, 15; 1 Pet. 4:10

Offices given to us … Eph. 3:2–10; Titus 1:7

Faithful in responsibilities … Luke 16:1–3

Stewardship, personal financial

Basic principles:

Settling accounts … Rom. 14:12

God’s ownership … Ps. 24:1; Rom. 14:7, 8

Finances and spirituality inseparable … Matt. 19:16–22; Luke 16:10–13; 1 Cor. 6:20; 2 Cor. 8:3–8

Needs will be provided … Matt. 6:24–34; Phil. 4:19

Content with what God provides … Ps. 37:25; 1 Tim. 6:6–10; Heb. 13:5

Righteousness … Prov. 16:8; Rom. 12:17

Avoid debt … Prov. 22:7; Rom. 13:8

Do not be a cosigner … Prov. 6:1–5; Prov. 22:26

Inheritance uncertain … Prov. 17:2; Prov. 20:21

Proper priority … Matt. 6:19–21, 33

Prosperity is from God … Deut. 29:9; Ps. 1:1–3; 3 John 2

Saving … Prov. 21:20

Laziness condemned … Prov. 24:30, 31; Heb. 6:12

Giving is encouraged … Mal. 3:10–12; Prov. 3:9, 10; 2 Cor. 9:6–8

Sticks—pieces of wood

Gathering on Sabbath condemned … Num. 15:32–35

As fuel for cooking … 1 Kin. 17:10–12

Miracle producing … 2 Kin. 6:6

Two become one … Ezek. 37:16–22

Viper in bundle of … Acts 28:3

Stiff-necked—rebellious; unteachable

A. Indicative of Israel’s rebelliousness at:

Sinai … Ex. 32:9

Conquest … Deut. 9:6, 13

Captivity … 2 Chr. 36:13

B. Remedies of, seen in:

Circumcision (regeneration) … Deut. 10:16

Yielding to God … 2 Chr. 30:8

Still

A. Indicative of:

God’s voice … 1 Kin. 19:12

God’s presence … Ps. 139:18

Fright … Ex. 15:16

Fixed character … Rev. 22:11

Peace … Jer. 47:6

Quietness … Num. 13:30

B. Accomplished by:

God … Ps. 107:29

Christ … Mark 4:39

Submission … Ps. 46:10

Meditating … Ps. 4:4

Stinginess—lack of generosity; miserly

A. Characteristics of:

Choosing selfishly … Gen. 13:5–11

Living luxuriantly … Amos 6:4–6

Showing greediness … John 12:5, 6

Withholding God’s tithe … Mal. 3:8

Unmerciful toward the needy … Zech. 7:10–12

B. Punishment of, brings:

Poverty … Prov. 11:24, 25

A curse … Prov. 11:26

Revenge … Prov. 21:13

The closing of God’s kingdom … Luke 18:22–25

Stink, stench—a foul smell

A. Caused by:

Dead fish … Ex. 7:18, 21

Corpse … John 11:39

Wounds … Ps. 38:5

B. Figurative of:

Hell … Is. 34:3, 4

Stir up

A. Of strife, etc., by:

Wrath … Prov. 15:18

Hatred … Prov. 10:12

Grievous words … Prov. 15:1

Unbelief … Acts 13:50

Agitators … Acts 6:12

Kings … Dan. 11:2, 25

B. Of good things:

Generosity … Ex. 35:21, 26

Repentance … Is. 64:7

Ministry … 2 Tim. 1:6

Memory … 2 Pet. 1:13

C. Of God’s sovereignty in:

Fulfilling His word … 2 Chr. 36:22; Ezra 1:1

Accomplishing His purpose … Is. 13:17; Hag. 1:14

Stocks—blocks of wood

Instrument of punishment … Job 33:11; Acts 16:19, 24

Stoics—pertaining to a colonnade or porch

Sect of philosophers founded by Zeno around 308 B.C.Acts 17:18

Stones—rocks

A. Natural uses of:

Weighing … Lev. 19:36

Knives … Ex. 4:25

Weapons … 1 Sam. 17:40–50

Holding water … Ex. 17:1–7

Covering wells … Gen. 29:2

Covering tombs … Matt. 27:60

Landmarks … Deut. 19:14

Writing inscriptions … Ex. 24:12

Buildings … Matt. 24:1, 2

Missiles … Ex. 21:18

B. Religious uses of:

Altars … Ex. 20:25

Grave … Josh. 7:26

Memorial … Josh. 4:20

Witness … Josh. 24:26, 27

Inscriptions … Deut. 27:4, 8

Idolatry … Lev. 26:1

C. Figurative of:

Reprobation … 1 Sam. 25:37

Contempt … 2 Sam. 16:6, 13

Christ’s rejection … Ps. 118:22

Christ as foundation … Is. 28:16

Desolation … Jer. 51:26

Unregeneracy … Ezek. 11:19

Christ’s advent … Dan. 2:34, 35

Conscience … Hab. 2:11

Insensibility … Zech. 7:12

Gentiles … Matt. 3:9

Christ as head … Matt. 21:42–44

Good works … 1 Cor. 3:12

Christians … 1 Pet. 2:5

Spirit’s witness … Rev. 2:17

See Rock

Stones, precious

Agate … Ex. 28:19

Amethyst … Rev. 21:20

Beryl … Rev. 21:20

Chalcedony … Rev. 21:19

Chrysolite … Rev. 21:20

Crystal … Rev. 22:1

Diamond … Jer. 17:1

Emerald … Ex. 28:17

Jasper … Rev. 4:3

Jacinth … Ex. 28:19

Onyx … Gen. 2:12 

Ruby … Prov. 3:15

Sapphire … Job 28:6, 16

Sardius … Rev. 4:3

Sardonyx … Rev. 21:20

Topaz … Job 28:19

Stoning—a means of executing criminals

A. Punishment inflicted for:

Sacrificing children … Lev. 20:2–5

Divination … Lev. 20:27

Blasphemy … Lev. 24:15–23

Sabbath-breaking … Num. 15:32–36

Apostasy … Deut. 13:1–10

Idolatry … Deut. 17:2–7

Juvenile rebellion … Deut. 21:18–21

Adultery … Deut. 22:22

B. Examples of:

Achan … Josh. 7:20–26

Adoram … 1 Kin. 12:18

Naboth … 1 Kin. 21:13

Zechariah … 2 Chr. 24:20, 21

Stephen … Acts 7:59

Paul … Acts 14:19

Prophets … Heb. 11:37

Storehouses—places for storing things

A. Descriptive of:

Barns … Deut. 28:8

Warehouses … Gen. 41:56

Temple … Mal. 3:10

B. Used for storing:

Grain … 2 Chr. 32:28

The tithe … Mal. 3:10

Stork—a large, long-legged, migratory bird

Nesting of … Ps. 104:17

Migration of … Jer. 8:7

Ceremonially unclean … Lev. 11:19

Storm—a violent upheaval of nature

A. Described as:

Grievous … Ex. 9:23–25

Sent by God … Josh. 10:11

Destructive … Matt. 7:27

B. Effects of, upon:

Israelites … Ex. 19:16, 19

Philistines … 1 Sam. 7:10

Mariners … Jon. 1:4–14

Animals … Ps. 29:3–9

Disciples … Mark 4:37–41

Soldiers and sailors … Acts 27:14–44

Nature … Ps. 29:3, 5, 8

Strangers—foreigners living among the Jews

A. Descriptive of:

Non-Jews … Ex. 12:48

Foreigners … Matt. 17:25

Transients … Luke 24:18

B. Positive laws, to:

Love them … Lev. 19:34

Relieve them … Lev. 25:35

Provide for them … Deut. 10:18

Share in leftovers … Deut. 24:19–22

Treat fairly … Deut. 24:14, 17

Share in religious festivals … Deut. 16:11, 14

Hear the law … Deut. 31:12

See Foreigners

Stratagem—a plan designed to deceive an enemy

Joshua’s famous … Josh. 8:1–22

Gibeonites’ trickery … Josh. 9:2–27

Hushai’s successful … 2 Sam. 17:6–14

Gideon’s three hundred … Judg. 7:1–25

Straw—the stalk of wheat or barley

Used for animals … Gen. 24:25, 32

Used in making bricks … Ex. 5:7–18

Eaten by a lion … Is. 11:7

Something worthless … Job 41:27–29

Stray animals

Must be returned … Ex. 23:4

Saul’s pursuit of … 1 Sam. 9:3–5

Streets—principal thoroughfares

A. Uses of:

Display … Matt. 6:5

Teaching … Luke 13:26

Parades … Esth. 6:9, 11

Proclamations … Neh. 8:3–5

B. Dangers of, from:

Fighting … Josh. 2:19

Prostitutes … Prov. 7:6–23

Wicked … Ps. 55:11

Assault … Judg. 19:15–26

Strength, strengthen—resident power

A. Kinds of:

Physical … Prov. 20:29

Constitutional … Ps. 90:10

Hereditary … Gen. 49:3

Angelic … Ps. 103:20

Military … Dan. 2:37

Spiritual … Ps. 138:3

Super-human … Judg. 16:5, 6, 19

Divine … Is. 63:1

B. Dissipation of, by:

Iniquity … Ps. 31:10

Hunger … 1 Sam. 28:20, 22

Sexual looseness … Prov. 31:3

Age … Ps. 71:9

Visions … Dan. 10:8, 16, 17

C. Increase of:

From:

God … Is. 41:10

Christ … 2 Tim. 4:17

Spirit … Eph. 3:16

Brothers … Luke 22:32

By:

Wisdom … Eccl. 7:19

Waiting on the Lord … Is. 40:31

Lord’s grace … 2 Cor. 12:9

Strife—conflicts between people

A. Sources of, in:

Hatred … Prov. 10:12

Perverseness … Prov. 16:28

Transgression … Prov. 17:19

Scorner … Prov. 22:10

Anger … Prov. 29:22

Flesh … Gal. 5:19–21

B. Actual causes of, seen in:

Self-seeking … Luke 22:24

Dispute between people … Gen. 13:7–11

Contentious man … Prov. 26:21

Being carnal … 1 Cor. 3:3

C. Avoidance of, by:

Love … Prov. 10:12

Being slow to anger … Prov. 15:18

Simplicity of life … Prov. 17:1

See Contention; Quarrel

Strike—afflict; attack

A. Descriptive of:

Plagues … Ex. 3:20

Miracle … Ex. 17:5, 6

God’s punishments … Deut. 28:22–28

Death … 2 Sam. 4:6, 7

Fear … Dan. 5:6

Slapping … John 18:22

B. Of divine punishment, upon:

Christ … Is. 53:4, 8

Sinners … Prov. 7:23

World … Ps. 110:5

Rebellious … Is. 14:6

Israel … Is. 30:26

Philistines … 1 Sam. 5:6, 9

Pagan nation … 2 Chr. 14:12

King’s house … 2 Chr. 21:5–19

C. Used messianically of Christ’s:

Scourging … Is. 50:6

Bearing our sins … Is. 53:4

Death … Zech. 13:7

Judgment … Is. 11:4

Stripes—used in scourging

Limit of … Deut. 25:1–4

Because of sin … Ps. 89:32

Upon the Messiah, healing … Is. 53:5; 1 Pet. 2:24

Uselessness of, on a fool … Prov. 17:10

Paul’s experience with … Acts 16:23, 33; 2 Cor. 11:23

Striving, spiritual

To enter the narrow gate … Luke 13:24

Against sin … Heb. 12:4

With divine help … Col. 1:29

In prayer … Rom. 15:30

For the faith of the gospel … Phil. 1:27

Stroke—a blow

With an ax … Deut. 19:5

With a sword … Esth. 9:5

Strong drink (see Drunkenness)

Stronghold—fortress

David captured … 2 Sam. 5:7, 9

The Lord is … Nah. 1:7

Studs—ornaments

Of silver … Song 1:11

Study—intensive intellectual effort

Of the Scriptures … Acts 17:10, 11; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17

Stumble—to trip on some obstacle

A. Occasions of, found in:

Strong drink … Is. 28:7

God’s Word … 1 Pet. 2:8

Christ … Rom. 9:32, 33

Christ crucified … 1 Cor. 1:23

Christian liberty … 1 Cor. 8:9

B. Avoidance of, by:

Following wisdom … Prov. 3:21, 23

See Offend, offense

Suah—sweepings

Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:36

Subjection—the state of being under another’s control

A. Of domestic and civil relationships:

Servants to masters … 1 Pet. 2:18

Citizens to government … Rom. 13:1–6

Children to parents … 1 Tim. 3:4

Wives to husbands … Eph. 5:24

Younger to elder … 1 Pet. 5:5

B. Of spiritual relationships:

Creation to sin … Rom. 8:20, 21

Demons to the disciples … Luke 10:17, 20

Believers to the gospel … 2 Cor. 9:13

Christians to one another … 1 Pet. 5:5

Christians to God … Heb. 12:9

Creation to Christ … Heb. 2:5, 8

Church to Christ … Eph. 5:24

Christ to God … 1 Cor. 15:28

Subjugation—the state of being subdued by force

Physical force … 1 Sam. 13:19–23

Spiritual power … Mark 5:1–15

Submission—humble obedience to another’s will

Each other … Eph. 5:21

Husbands … Eph. 5:22

Rulers … 1 Pet. 2:13

Elders … 1 Pet. 5:5

Christian leaders … Heb. 13:17

God … James 4:7

Substitution—replacing one person or thing for another

Ram for the man … Gen. 22:13

Offering for the offerer … Lev. 16:21, 22

Levites for the firstborn … Num. 3:12–45

Christ for the sinner … Is. 53:4–6; 1 Pet. 2:24

Success—accomplishment of goals in life

A. Rules of:

Put God first … Matt. 6:32–34

Follow the Book … Josh. 1:7–9

Seek the goal … Phil. 3:13, 14

Never give up … Gal. 6:9

Do all for Christ … Phil. 1:20, 21

B. Hindrances of, seen in:

Disobedience … Heb. 4:6, 11

Enemies … Neh. 4:1–23

Sluggishness … Prov. 24:30–34

Love of the world … Matt. 16:26

Succoth—booths

1. Place east of the Jordan … Judg. 8:4, 5

Jacob’s residence here … Gen. 33:17

2. Israel’s first camp … Ex. 12:37

Succoth Benoth—tabernacles of girls

Idol set up in Samaria by Babylonians … 2 Kin. 17:30

Suchathites

Descendants of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:42, 55

Suck—to give milk to offspring

Characteristics of:

True among animals … 1 Sam. 7:9

Normal for human mothers … Job 3:12

Figurative of Israel’s restoration … Is. 60:16

Figurative of wicked … Job 20:16

Suffering—afflicted; in pain

Need prayer in … James 5:13

Suffering for Christ

Necessary in Christian living … 1 Cor. 12:26; Phil. 1:29

Blessed privilege … Acts 5:41

Never in vain … Gal. 3:4

After Christ’s example … Phil. 3:10; 1 Pet. 2:20, 21

Of short duration … 1 Pet. 5:10

Not comparable to heaven’s glory … Rom. 8:18; 1 Pet. 4:13

Sufferings of Christ

A. Features concerning:

Predicted … 1 Pet. 1:11

Announced … Mark 9:12

Explained … Luke 24:26, 46

Fulfilled … Acts 3:18

Witnessed … 1 Pet. 5:1

Proclaimed … Acts 17:2, 3

B. Benefits of, to Christ:

Preparation for priesthood … Heb. 2:17, 18

Learned obedience … Heb. 5:8

Way to glory … Heb. 2:9, 10

C. Benefits of, to Christians:

Brought to God … 1 Pet. 3:18

Our:

Sins atoned … Heb. 9:26–28

Example … 1 Pet. 2:21–23

Fellowship … Phil. 3:10

Consolation … 2 Cor. 1:5–7

Suicide—self-murder

A. Thought of, induced by:

Life’s weariness … Job 3:20–23

Life’s vanity … Eccl. 2:17

Anger … Jon. 4:3, 8, 9

B. Brought on by:

Hopelessness … Judg. 16:29, 30

Sin … 1 Kin. 16:18, 19

Disappointment … 2 Sam. 17:23

Betrayal of Christ … Matt. 27:3–5

C. Other features concerning:

Desired by some … Rev. 9:6

Attempted but prevented … Acts 16:27, 28

Imputed to Christ … John 8:22

Satan tempts Christ to … Luke 4:9

D. Principles prohibiting, found in:

Body’s sacredness … 1 Cor. 6:19

Prohibition against murder … Ex. 20:13

Faith’s expectancy … 2 Tim. 4:6–8, 18

Sukkiim

African people in Shishak’s army … 2 Chr. 12:3

Summer

Made by God … Ps. 74:17

Sign of God’s covenant … Gen. 8:22

Time of:

Fruit harvest … 2 Sam. 16:1, 2

Sowing and harvest … Prov. 6:6–8

Figurative of: Industry … Prov. 10:5

Opportunity … Jer. 8:20

Sun

A. Characteristics of:

Created by God … Gen. 1:14, 16 

Under God’s control … Ps. 104:19; Matt. 5:45

“Rules the day” … Gen. 1:16 

Necessary for fruit … Deut. 33:14

Given for light … Jer. 31:35

Made for God’s glory … Ps. 148:3

No need for, in New Jerusalem … Rev. 21:23

Overexposure to, can cause:

Scorching … Jon. 4:8

Sunstroke … 2 Kin. 4:18, 19

B. Miracles connected with:

Stands still … Josh. 10:12, 13

Shadows of, turned back … 2 Kin. 20:9–11

Darkening of, at Crucifixion … Luke 23:44–49

Going down at noon … Amos 8:9

C. Worship of:

Forbidden … Deut. 4:19

By Manasseh … 2 Kin. 21:3, 5

By Jews … Jer. 8:2

D. Figurative of:

God’s presence … Ps. 84:11

Earth’s sphere of action … Eccl. 1:3, 9, 14

God’s Law … Ps. 19:4–7

Future glory … Matt. 13:43

Christ’s glory … Matt. 17:2

Sunday (see First day of the week)

Sundial—an instrument for telling time

Miracle of … Is. 38:8

Sunstroke—stricken by sun’s heat

Child dies of … 2 Kin. 4:18–20

Superstition—gullible ideas based on fancy or fear

A. Causes of, in wrong views of:

God … 1 Kin. 20:23

Holy objects … 1 Sam. 4:3

God’s providence … Jer. 44:15–19

B. Manifestations of, in:

Seeking illogical causes … Acts 28:4

Ignorance of the true God … Acts 17:22

Perverting true religion … Mark 7:1–16

Supper (see Lord’s Supper)

Sur—turning aside, entrance

Name given to a gate … 2 Kin. 11:6

Called “Gate of the Foundation” … 2 Chr. 23:5

Sure—something trustworthy

A. Descriptive of divine things:

God’s Law … Ps. 19:7

New covenant … Acts 13:34

God’s:

Prophecies … 2 Pet. 1:19

Promises … Rom. 4:16

B. Applied to the believer’s:

Calling and election … 2 Pet. 1:10

Faith … John 6:69

Dedication … Neh. 9:38

Confidence in God’s Word … Luke 1:1

Reward … Prov. 11:18

Surety—one who guarantees another’s debt

A. Descriptive of:

Guarantee … Gen. 43:9

Our Lord … Heb. 7:22

B. Features concerning:

Risks involved in … Prov. 11:15

Warning against … Prov. 6:1–5

Surname—a family name

A. Descriptive of:

Simon Peter … Acts 10:5, 32

John Mark … Acts 12:12, 25

Judas Iscariot … Luke 22:3

Judas Barsabas … Acts 15:22

Joses Barnabas … Acts 4:36

James and John Boanerges … Mark 3:17

B. Figurative of God’s:

Call of Gentiles … Is. 44:5

Sovereignty over kings … Is. 45:4

Susanna—lily

Believing woman ministering to Christ … Luke 8:2, 3

Susi—horseman

Manassite spy … Num. 13:11

Suspicion—doubt of another’s intent

A. Kinds of:

Unjustified … Josh. 22:9–31

Pretended … Gen. 42:7–12

Unsuspected … John 13:21–28

B. Objects of:

Esau by Jacob … Gen. 32:3–12

Jeremiah by officials … Jer. 37:12–15

Jews by Haman … Esth. 3:8, 9

Mary by Joseph … Matt. 1:18–25

Peter after Jesus’ arrest … Matt. 26:69–74

Sustenance—means of sustaining life

Israel by the Lord … Neh. 9:21

Elijah by ravens and a widow … 1 Kin. 17:1–9

Believer by the Lord … Ps. 3:5

Swaddling—bandages, wrappings

Figurative of Jerusalem … Ezek. 16:3, 4

Jesus wrapped in … Luke 2:7

Swallow—a long-winged, migratory bird

Nesting in the sanctuary … Ps. 84:3

Noted for chattering … Is. 38:14

Swallow—to engulf; to overwhelm

A. Applied miraculously to:

Aaron’s rod … Ex. 7:12

Red Sea … Ex. 15:12

Earth … Num. 16:30–34

Great fish … Jon. 1:17

B. Applied figuratively to:

God’s judgments … Ps. 21:9

Conquest … Jer. 51:34, 44

Captivity … Hos. 8:7, 8

Sorrow … 2 Cor. 2:7

Resurrection … Is. 25:8

Swearing—taking an oath

A. Kinds of:

Proclamatory … Ex. 17:16

Protective … Gen. 21:23

Personal … 1 Sam. 20:17

Purificatory … Neh. 13:25–30

Promissory … Luke 1:73

Prohibited … James 5:12

B. Of God, objects of:

God’s purpose … Is. 14:24, 25

God’s covenant … Is. 54:9, 10

God’s greatness … Heb. 6:13

Messianic priesthood … Heb. 7:21

See Oaths

Sweat—perspiration

Penalty of sin … Gen. 3:18, 19

Cause of, avoided … Ezek. 44:18

Of Jesus, in prayer … Luke 22:44

Sweet—that which is pleasing to the taste

A. Descriptive, literally, of:

Water … Ex. 15:25

Honey … Judg. 14:18

Incense … Ex. 25:6

B. Descriptive, figuratively, of:

God’s Law … Ps. 19:10

God’s Word … Ps. 119:103

Spiritual fellowship … Ps. 55:14

Meditation … Ps. 104:34

Pleasant words … Prov. 16:24

Sleep … Prov. 3:24

Christians … 2 Cor. 2:15

Christian service … Eph. 5:2

Swim—to propel oneself in water by natural means; to float on a liquid

Miraculously, of iron … 2 Kin. 6:6

Naturally, of people … Acts 27:42, 43

Figuratively, of tears … Ps. 6:6

Swine—hogs

A. Features concerning:

Classed as unclean … Lev. 11:7, 8

Eating of, abominable … Is. 65:4

Caring of, a degradation … Luke 15:16

Herd of, drowned … Matt. 8:30–32

B. Figurative of:

Abominable things … Is. 65:4

False teachers … 2 Pet. 2:22

Indiscreet woman … Prov. 11:22

Reprobate … Matt. 7:6

Sword—a weapon of war

A. Described as:

Having hilt and blade … Judg. 3:22

Worn in a sheath … 1 Sam. 17:51

Fastened at the waist … 2 Sam. 20:8

B. Used for:

Defense … Luke 22:36, 38

Fighting in war … Josh. 6:21

Executing criminals … 1 Sam. 15:33

Suicide … Acts 16:27

C. Figurative of:

Divine retribution … Deut. 32:41

Divine victory … Josh. 5:13

God’s judgment … 1 Chr. 21:12

An adulteress … Prov. 5:3, 4

Anguish of soul … Luke 2:35

Civil authority … Rom. 13:4

God’s Word … Eph. 6:17

Sycamore—a fig-bearing tree (not the same as the American sycamore)

Overseers appointed to care for … 1 Chr. 27:28

Abundant in Palestine … 1 Kin. 10:27

Amos, a gatherer of … Amos 7:14

Zacchaeus climbs up … Luke 19:4

Sychar

City of Samaria; Jesus talks to woman near … John 4:5–39

Syene—seven

An Egyptian city … Ezek. 29:10; Ezek. 30:6

Symbols—a thing or act representing something spiritual

A. Of things:

Names … Is. 7:3, 14

Numbers … Rev. 13:18

Garments … Zech. 3:3–9

Metals … 1 Cor. 3:12

Animals … Dan. 7:1–8

B. Of acts (gestures):

Tearing:

Mantle … 1 Sam. 15:27, 28

Garment … 1 Kin. 11:30–32

Curtain … Matt. 27:51

Wearing a yoke … Jer. 27:2–12

Buying a field … Jer. 32:6–15

Piercing the ear … Ex. 21:6

Surrendering the shoe … Ruth 4:7

Going naked … Is. 20:2, 3

Symbols—continued

C. Of spiritual truths:

Bow—God’s covenant … Gen. 9:12, 13

Circumcision—God’s covenant … Gen. 17:1–14; Rom. 4:11

Passover—Christ … Ex. 12:3–28; 1 Cor. 5:7

Rock—Christ … 1 Cor. 10:4

Blood sprinkled—Christ’s blood … Ex. 12:21, 22; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19

Bronze serpent—Christ … Num. 21:8, 9; John 3:14

Lamb—Christ … John 1:29

Bread and wine—the new covenant … Matt. 26:26–28; 1 Cor. 11:23–29

Sympathy—a feeling shared in common with another person

A. Manifested in:

Bearing others’ burdens … Gal. 6:2; Heb. 13:3

Expressing sorrow … John 11:19–33

Offering help in need … Luke 10:33–35

Helping the weak … Acts 20:35

B. Expressed by:

Servant for a prophet … Jer. 38:7–13

King for a king … 2 Sam. 10:2

A maid for a general … 2 Kin. 5:1–4

Old man for a king … 2 Sam. 19:31–39

Pagan for a Jew … Dan. 6:18–23

Synagogue—a Jewish assembly

A. Organization of:

Under elders … Luke 7:3–5

Ruler in charge … Mark 5:22

Attendant … Luke 4:17, 20

Chief seats of, coveted … Matt. 23:6

Expulsion from … John 9:22, 34

B. Purposes of, for:

Prayer … Matt. 6:5

Reading Scripture … Acts 13:15

Hearing expositions … Acts 13:14, 15

Discipline … Acts 9:2

C. Christ’s relation to:

Teaches often in … John 18:20

Worships in … Luke 4:16–21

Performs miracles in … Matt. 12:9, 10

Expelled from … Luke 4:22–30

Syntyche—fortunate

Philippian woman exhorted by Paul … Phil. 4:2

Syracuse—a city of Sicily

Visited by Paul … Acts 28:12

Syria—the high land

News of Jesus went into … Matt. 4:24

Governed by Romans … Luke 2:2

Syrians—the Arameans

Descendants of Aram, Shem’s son … Gen. 10:22

Related to the Hebrews … Deut. 26:5

Intermarriage of, with Hebrews … Gen. 24:4, 10–67

Called Syrians … 2 Sam. 10:11

Speak Aramaic … Dan. 2:4

Idolatrous … 2 Kin. 5:18

Subdued by David … 2 Sam. 8:11–13

Elijah anointed king over … 1 Kin. 19:15

Army of, routed … 2 Kin. 7:5–7

Joined Israel against Jerusalem … 2 Kin. 16:5

Taken captive by Assyria … 2 Kin. 16:9

Destruction of, foretold … Is. 17:1–3

Governed by Romans … Luke 2:2

Gospel preached to … Acts 15:23, 41

Syro-Phoenician—an inhabitant of Phoenicia

Daughter of, freed of demon … Mark 7:25–31

Syrtis Sands

Endangers Paul’s ship … Acts 27:17

System—an orderly method of procedure

Orderly writing … Luke 1:3

Governing people … Ex. 18:13–27

Church government … Acts 6:1–7

Priestly ministry … Luke 1:8, 9

Giving … 1 Cor. 16:1, 2


T

Taanach, Tanach—sandy

Canaanite city conquered by Joshua … Josh. 12:21

Assigned to Manasseh … Josh. 17:11

Assigned to Kohathite Levites … Josh. 21:25

Canaanites not expelled from … Josh. 17:12, 13

Site of Canaanite defeat … Judg. 5:19–22

Taanath Shiloh—approach to Shiloh

City of Ephraim … Josh. 16:5, 6

Tabbaoth—rings

Ancestor of a Nethinim family … Ezra 2:43

Tabbath—extension

Refuge of Midianites … Judg. 7:22

Tabel—God is good

Persian official … Ezra 4:7

Father of a puppet-king put forth by Rezin and Pekah … Is. 7:1, 6

Taberah—burning

Israelite camp; fire destroys many here … Num. 11:1–3

Tabernacle

A. Descriptive of:

Moses’ administrative office … Ex. 33:7–11

Structure erected at Sinai … Ex. 40:2, 35–38

Portable shrine containing an idol … Acts 7:43

Tent prepared for the ark by David … 1 Chr. 16:1–43

Heavenly prototype … Heb. 8:2, 5; Heb. 9:11, 24

Holy city … Rev. 21:3

B. Sinaitic, constructed:

By divine revelation … Ex. 25:8; Heb. 8:5

By craftsmen inspired by the Spirit … Ex. 31:1–11

Out of contributions willingly supplied … Ex. 25:1–9

For the manifestation of God’s glory … Ex. 25:8; Ex. 29:42, 43

In two parts—holy place and Most Holy … Ex. 26:33, 34; Heb. 9:2–7

With surrounding court … Ex. 40:8

Within a year’s time … Ex. 40:2, 17

C. Furnishings of:

Courtyard:

Curtains, linen (exterior boundary) … Ex. 36:8–13

Curtains of goats’ hair … Ex. 36:14–18

Ram skin and badger skin coverings … Ex. 36:19

Screen … Ex. 36:37, 38

Altar of burnt offering … Ex. 38:1–7

Bronze laver … Ex. 38:8

Holy Place:

Table of showbread … Ex. 37:10–14

Utensils of gold … Ex. 37:16

Gold lampstand … Ex. 37:17–22

Lamps and utensils of gold … Ex. 37:23, 24

Altar of incense … Ex. 37:25–28

Most Holy Place:

Veil, with design of cherubim … Ex. 36:35

Ark of the Testimony … Ex. 37:1–5

Mercy seat with two cherubim … Ex. 37:6–9

D. History of:

Set up at Sinai … Ex. 40:1–38

Sanctified and dedicated … Ex. 40:9–16

Glory of the Lord fills … Ex. 40:34–38

Moved by priests and Levites … Num. 4:1–49

Camped at Gilgal … Josh. 5:10, 11

Set up at Shiloh … Josh. 18:1

Israel’s center of worship … Judg. 18:31; 1 Sam. 1:3, 9, 24

Ark of, taken by Philistines … 1 Sam. 4:1–22

Worship not confined to … 1 Sam. 7:1, 2, 15–17

Located at Nob during Saul’s reign … 1 Sam. 21:1–6

Moved to Gibeon … 1 Kin. 3:4

Ark of, brought to Jerusalem by David … 2 Sam. 6:17

Brought to the temple by Solomon … 1 Kin. 8:1, 4, 5

E. Typology of, seen in:

Christ … John 1:14

God’s household … Eph. 2:19

Believer … 1 Cor. 6:19

Heaven … Heb. 9:23, 24

F. Typology of, seen in Christ:

Lampstand—His enlightening us … Rev. 1:13

Sacred bread—His sustaining us … John 6:27–59

Altar of incense—His intercession for us … John 17:1–26; Heb. 7:25

Veil—His flesh … Heb. 10:20

Ark (wood and gold)—His humanity and deity … John 1:14

Tabernacles, Feast of (see Feasts, Hebrew)

Table

A. Descriptive of:

Article of furniture … Matt. 15:27

For showbread … Heb. 9:2

B. Figurative of:

God’s provision … Ps. 23:5

Intimate fellowship … Luke 22:30

Lord’s Supper … 1 Cor. 10:21

Tablet

A. Descriptive of:

Small writing board … Luke 1:63

Stone slabs … Ex. 24:12

B. Figurative of:

Christian’s heart … 2 Cor. 3:3

Human heart … Prov. 3:3

Tabor—mountain height

1. Mountain on borders of Zebulun and Issachar … Josh. 19:12, 22

Great among mountains … Jer. 46:18

Scene of rally against Sisera … Judg. 4:6, 12, 14

2. Town of Zebulun … 1 Chr. 6:77

3. Terebinth of, near Ramah … 1 Sam. 10:3

Tabrimmon—Rimmon is good

Father of Ben-Hadad … 1 Kin. 15:18

Tachmonite—wise

Descriptive of one of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:8

Same as Hachmonite in … 1 Chr. 11:11

Tackle—ropes, cord, line

Ship’s ropes … Is. 33:23

All of a ship’s removable gear … Acts 27:19

Tactfulness—the knack of knowing the right thing to do or say

A. Manifested in:

Appeasing hatred … Gen. 32:4, 5, 13–21

Settling disputes … 1 Kin. 3:24–28

Obtaining one’s wishes … Esth. 5:1–8; Esth. 7:1–6

B. Illustrated by Christ, in:

Rebuking a Pharisee … Luke 7:39–50

Teaching humility … Mark 10:35–45

Forgiving a sinner … John 8:1–11

Rebuking His disciples … John 21:15–23

Tadmor—palm tree

Trading center near Damascus … 2 Chr. 8:4

A desert town … 1 Kin. 9:18

Tahan—encampment

Ephraimite; founder of the Tahanites … Num. 26:35; 1 Chr. 7:25

Tahath—station

1. Kohathite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:24

2, 3. Two descendants of Ephraim … 1 Chr. 7:20

4. Israelite encampment … Num. 33:26, 27

Tahpanhes, Tehaphnehes

City of Egypt; refuge of fleeing Jews … Jer. 2:16; Jer. 44:1; Ezek. 30:18

Tahpenes—royal wife

Egyptian queen … 1 Kin. 11:19, 20

Tahrea—flight

Descendant of Saul … 1 Chr. 9:41

Called Tarea … 1 Chr. 8:33, 35

Tahtim Hodshi

Place visited by census-taking Joab … 2 Sam. 24:6

Tailoring—the art of making clothes

For Aaron’s garments … Ex. 39:1

Tale

Nonsensical talk … Luke 24:11

Talebearer—one who gossips

Reveals secrets … Prov. 11:13

Injures character … Prov. 18:8

Creates strife … Prov. 26:20

Talent (See Jewish measures)

Of gold … Ex. 37:24

Of silver … 2 Kin. 5:5, 22, 23

Of bronze … Ex. 38:29

Of iron … 1 Chr. 29:7

Parable of … Matt. 25:14–30

Talitha, cumi—“Little girl, arise”

Jairus’s daughter thus addressed … Mark 5:41

Talk—verbal communication between persons

A. Described as:

Divine … Ex. 33:9

Deceitful … Job 13:7

Proud … 1 Sam. 2:3

Trouble-making … Prov. 24:2

Idle … Titus 1:10

Foolish … Eph. 5:4

B. Of good things, God’s:

Law … Deut. 6:7

Judgment … Ps. 37:30, 31

Righteousness … Ps. 71:24

Power … Ps. 145:11

Talmai—plowman

1. Son of Anak driven out by Caleb … Josh. 15:14

2. King of Geshur whose daughter, Maacah, becomes David’s wife … 2 Sam. 3:3

Talmon—oppressor, violent

Levite gatekeeper … 1 Chr. 9:17

Descendants of, return from exile … Ezra 2:42

Members of, become temple gatekeepers … Neh. 11:19

Tamah—combat

Family of Nethinim … Ezra 2:53

Tamar—palm tree

1. Wife of Er and mother of Perez and Zerah by Judah … Gen. 38:6–30

Ancestress of tribal families … Num. 26:20, 21

2. Absalom’s sister … 2 Sam. 13:1–32

3. Absalom’s daughter … 2 Sam. 14:27

4. Place south of the Dead Sea … Ezek. 47:19

Tamarisk tree

Planted by Abraham … Gen. 21:33

Saul was under … 1 Sam. 22:6

Tambourine—a musical instrument

A part of worship … 2 Sam. 6:5

Tammuz—a Babylonian god

Mourned by women of Jerusalem … Ezek. 8:14

Tanhumeth—consolation

Father of Seraiah … 2 Kin. 25:23

Tanner—dresser of hides

Simon, the:

Peter lodges with … Acts 10:5, 6, 32

Tapestry—hand-woven coverings

Symbolic of:

Licentiousness … Prov. 7:16

Diligence … Prov. 31:22

Taphath—a drop

Daughter of Solomon … 1 Kin. 4:11

Tappuah—apple

1. Town of Judah … Josh. 15:1, 34

2. Town of Ephraim … Josh. 16:8, 9

3. Son of Hebron … 1 Chr. 2:43

Taralah—power of God

City of Benjamin … Josh. 18:21, 27

Tares—the bearded darnel, a poisonous grass

Sown among wheat … Matt. 13:24–40

Tarpelites

People transported to Samaria by the Assyrians … Ezra 4:9

Tarry—to delay

Divine visitation … Hab. 2:3

Spirit’s coming … Luke 24:49

Christ’s return … Heb. 10:37

Tarshish, Tharshish

1. Son of Javan and great-grandson of Noah … Gen. 10:4

2. City at a great distance from Palestine … Jon. 1:3

Ships of, noted in commerce … Ps. 48:7

3. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 7:10

4. Persian prince … Esth. 1:14

Tarsus—the capital of the Roman province of Cilicia

Paul’s birthplace … Acts 21:39

Saul sent to … Acts 9:30

Visited by Barnabas … Acts 11:25

Tartak—hero of darkness

Deity worshiped by the Avites … 2 Kin. 17:31

Tartan—the title of Assyria’s commander

Sent to fight against Jerusalem … 2 Kin. 18:17

Taskmaster—a foreman

Over sons of Israel … Ex. 1:11

Tassel

On Israelites’ garments … Num. 15:38–40

Taste

A. Of divine things:

God’s Word … Ps. 119:103

Lord … Ps. 34:8

Heavenly gift … Heb. 6:4

B. Of material things:

Honey … 1 Sam. 14:29, 43

Manna … Ex. 16:31

Food … 1 Sam. 14:24

Wine … John 2:9

Vinegar … Matt. 27:34

Tattenai

Persian governor opposing the Jews … Ezra 5:3, 6

Tattooing—marking the skin indelibly

Forbidden by God … Lev. 19:28

Tau

Twenty-second letter in the Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:169–176

Taunt—a scornful glee

Goliath against David … 1 Sam. 17:43, 44

David against Abner … 1 Sam. 26:14–16

Rabshakeh against the Jews … 2 Kin. 18:28–35

Soldiers and people against Christ … Matt. 27:28–41

Taxes—money, goods, or labor paid to a government

A. Derived from:

People’s possessions … 1 Sam. 8:10–18

Poor … Amos 5:11

B. Paid by:

Forced labor … Deut. 20:11; 1 Kin. 5:13–17

Foreigners … 1 Chr. 22:2

All people … 2 Sam. 8:6, 14

All except Levites … Ezra 7:24

Christians … Rom. 13:6, 7

C. Used for:

Sanctuary … Ex. 30:11–16

King’s household … 1 Kin. 4:7–19

Tribute to foreign nations … 2 Kin. 15:17–22

Authorities … Rom. 13:6, 7

D. Abuses of:

Lead to rebellion … 1 Kin. 12:1–19

Burden people with debts … Neh. 5:1–13

Bring enslavement … Neh. 9:36, 37

Tax collectors—those engaged in tax collecting

A. Features concerning:

Collector of taxes … Matt. 9:9; Luke 5:27

Often guilty of extortion … Luke 3:12, 13

Classed with lowest sinners … Matt. 9:10, 11; Matt. 21:31, 32

Thomas and Matthew, the … Matt. 10:3

“Thank You that I am not like” … Luke 18:11

“Like a heathen and a” … Matt. 18:17

B. Spiritual attitude of:

Often conscientious … Luke 19:2, 8

Often hospitable … Luke 5:29

Received John’s beliefs … Matt. 21:32

Listened to Jesus … Luke 15:1

Conscious of their sins … Luke 18:13, 14

C. Jesus’ association with:

Many sat with Him … Mark 2:15

“Why do you eat … with” … Luke 5:30

A friend of … Matt. 11:19; Luke 7:34

Teacher—the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word “rabbi” (meaning “my master”)

Instructed in song … 1 Chr. 25:1

Come from God … John 3:2

To the Gentiles … 2 Tim. 1:11

Teaching, teachers

A. Those capable of:

Parents … Deut. 11:19

Levites … Lev. 10:11

Ancestors … Jer. 9:14

Disciples … Matt. 28:19, 20

Older women … Titus 2:3

Nature … 1 Cor. 11:14

B. Significance of:

Combined with preaching … Matt. 4:23

Divine calling … Eph. 4:11

Necessary for bishops … 1 Tim. 3:2

Necessary for the Lord’s servants … 2 Tim. 2:24–26

From house to house … Acts 20:20

By sharing … Gal. 6:6

C. Authority of, in divine things:

Derived from Christ … Matt. 28:19, 20

Empowered by the Spirit … John 14:26

Taught by the Lord … Is. 54:13

Originates in revelation … Gal. 1:12

D. Objects of, in divine things, concerning:

God’s way … Ps. 27:11

God’s path … Ps. 25:4, 5

God’s Law … Ps. 119:12, 26, 66

God’s will … Ps. 143:10

Holiness … Titus 2:12

Spiritual truths … Heb. 8:11, 12

E. Perversion of, by:

False prophets … Is. 9:15

False priests … Mic. 3:11

Traditionalists … Matt. 15:9

False teachers … 1 Tim. 4:1–3

Judaizers … Acts 15:1

False believers … 2 Tim. 4:3, 4

Tear, Torn

A. Used literally of:

Garments … Ezra 9:3, 5

Clothing … Esth. 4:1

Rocks … Matt. 27:51

Flesh … Matt. 7:6

B. Used figuratively of:

Destruction … Hos. 13:8

Dissolution of the old covenant … Mark 15:38

Tears

A. Kinds of:

Agonizing … Ps. 6:6

Rewarded … Ps. 126:5

Repentant … Luke 7:38, 44

Insincere … Heb. 12:17

Intense … Heb. 5:6–8

Woman’s … Esth. 8:3

B. Caused by:

Remorse … Gen. 27:34

Approaching death … 2 Kin. 20:1–5

Oppression … Eccl. 4:1

Defeat … Is. 16:9

Affliction and anguish … 2 Cor. 2:4

Christian service … Acts 20:19, 31

Tebah—slaughter

Son of Nahor … Gen. 22:24

Tebaliah—Yahweh has immersed

Merarite Levite … 1 Chr. 26:11

Tebeth—the name of the Hebrew tenth month

Esther becomes queen in … Esth. 2:16, 17

Teeth, tooth

A. Used for:

Eating … Num. 11:33

Showing hatred … Acts 7:54

B. Figurative of:

Destruction … Job 4:10

Holding on to life … Job 13:14

God’s chastening … Job 16:9

Escaped by the “skin of my teeth” … Job 19:20

Judgment … Ps. 3:7

Hatred … Ps. 35:16

Persecution … Ps. 57:4

Corporate guilt … Jer. 31:29, 30

Greediness … Dan. 7:5, 7, 19

Starvation … Amos 4:6

Hired prophets … Mic. 3:5

Remorse … Matt. 13:42, 50

Tehinnah—grace

Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:12

Tekel—weighed

Descriptive of Babylon’s judgment … Dan. 5:25

Tekoa—firm, settlement

Ashhur the father of … 1 Chr. 2:24; 1 Chr. 4:5

Fortress city of Judah … 2 Chr. 20:20

Home of a wise woman … 2 Sam. 14:2, 4, 9

Fortified by Rehoboam … 2 Chr. 11:6

Home of Amos … Amos 1:1

Tekoite—an inhabitant of Tekoa

Ikkesh thus called … 2 Sam. 23:26

Among postexilic workmen … Neh. 3:5, 27

Tel Abib—hill of grain

Place in Babylonia … Ezek. 3:15

Telah—fracture

Ephraimite … 1 Chr. 7:25

Telaim—little lambs

Saul assembles his army here … 1 Sam. 15:4

Telassar—hill of Asshur

People of Eden inhabit … 2 Kin. 19:12; Is. 37:12

Telem—a lamb

1. Town in south Judah … Josh. 15:24

2. Divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:24

Tel Harsha—mound of the craftsman’s work

Babylonian town … Neh. 7:61

Tel Melah—hill of salt

Place in Babylonia … Ezra 2:59

Tema—sunburnt

1. Son of Ishmael … Gen. 25:15

Descendants of Abraham … 1 Chr. 1:30

Troops of … Job 6:19

2. Remote from Palestine … Jer. 25:23

On trade route through Arabia … Is. 21:13, 14

Teman—the south

1. Grandson of Esau; chief of Edom … Gen. 36:11, 15

2. Another chief of Edom … Gen. 36:42

3. Tribe in northeast Edom … Gen. 36:34

Judgment pronounced against … Amos 1:12

God appears from … Hab. 3:3

Temanite—an inhabitant of Teman

Job’s friend, Eliphaz … Job 42:7, 9

Temeni—fortunate

Son of Ashhur … 1 Chr. 4:5, 6

Temperance

A. Needed in:

Eating … Prov. 23:1–3

Sexual appetites … 1 Cor. 7:1–9

All things … 1 Cor. 9:25–27

B. Helped by:

Self-control … Prov. 16:32

God’s Spirit … Gal. 5:23

Spiritual growth … 2 Pet. 1:6

C. In the use of wine, total recommended by:

Solomon … Prov. 23:31–35

Angel … Judg. 13:3–5

Nazirite vow … Num. 6:2, 3

First, among Rechabites … Jer. 35:1–10

See Self-control; Sober, sobriety

Tempests—terrible storms

A. Literal uses of:

At Sinai … Heb. 12:18–21

Jonah’s ship tossed by … Jon. 1:4–15

Calmed by Christ … Matt. 8:23–27

Paul’s ship destroyed by … Acts 27:14–20

B. Figurative of:

Destructiveness … Is. 28:2

God’s wrath … Jer. 30:23

God’s chastening … Job 9:17

Furious troubles … Ps. 55:8

God’s judgments … Ps. 83:15

Hell’s torments … Ps. 11:6

Raging destructiveness … 2 Pet. 2:17

Destruction by war … Amos 1:14

Temple, Herod’s

Zacharias received vision in … Luke 1:5–22

Infant Jesus greeted here by Simeon and Anna … Luke 2:22–39

Jesus visited at age 12 … Luke 2:42–52

Jesus visited and cleansed … John 2:15–17

Amount of time to construct, specified … John 2:19, 20

Jesus taught in … John 8:20

Jesus cleansed again … Matt. 21:12–16

Jesus spoke parables in … Matt. 21:23–46

Jesus exposes Pharisees in … Matt. 23:1–39

Destruction of, foretold … Matt. 24:1, 2

Veil of, torn at Christ’s death … Matt. 27:51; Heb. 10:20

Christians worshiped here … Acts 2:46

Apostles taught here … Acts 3:1–26

Paul accused of profaning … Acts 21:20–30

Temple, Solomon’s

A. Features regarding:

Site of, on Mt. Moriah … 2 Sam. 24:18–25

Conceived by David … 2 Sam. 7:1–3

Building of, forbidden to David … 1 Chr. 22:5–16

David promised a greater house … 2 Sam. 7:4–29

Pattern of, given to Solomon by David … 1 Chr. 28:1–21

Provisions for, given to Solomon … 1 Chr. 29:1–19

Supplies furnished by Hiram … 1 Kin. 5:1–18

Construction of, by Solomon … 2 Chr. 3; 4

Dedication of, by Solomon … 2 Chr. 6

Seven years in building … 1 Kin. 6:38

No noise in building … 1 Kin. 6:7

Date of building … 1 Kin. 6:1, 37, 38

Workmen employed in … 1 Kin. 5:15–17

B. History of:

Ark brought into … 1 Kin. 8:1–9

Filled with God’s glory … 1 Kin. 8:10, 11

Treasures taken away … 1 Kin. 14:25, 26

Repaired by Jehoash … 2 Kin. 12:4–14

Treasures of, given to Arameans by Jehoash … 2 Kin. 12:17, 18

Treasures of, given to Assyrians by Ahaz … 2 Kin. 16:14, 18

Worship of, restored by Hezekiah … 2 Chr. 29:3–35

Treasures of, given by Hezekiah to Assyrians … 2 Kin. 18:13–16

Desecrated by Manasseh’s idolatry … 2 Kin. 21:4–7

Repaired and purified by Josiah … 2 Kin. 23:4–12

Plundered and burned by Babylonians … 2 Kin. 25:9–17

Temple, spiritual

A. Descriptive of:

Christ’s body … John 2:19, 21

Believer’s body … 1 Cor. 6:19

The church … 1 Cor. 3:16, 17

Apostate church … 2 Thess. 2:4

B. Believers as, described as:

Indwelt by God … 2 Cor. 6:16

Indwelt by Christ … Eph. 3:17, 18

Indwelt by the Spirit … Eph. 2:21, 22

Priests … 1 Pet. 2:5

Offering spiritual sacrifices … Heb. 13:15, 16

Temple, Zerubbabel’s

By the order of Cyrus … Ezra 1:1–4

Temple vessels restored for … Ezra 1:7–11

Worship of, restored … Ezra 3:3–13

Work of rebuilding hindered … Ezra 4:1–24

Building of, completed … Ezra 6:13–18

Inferiority of … Ezra 3:12

Temple tax

Levied yearly upon all Jews … Matt. 17:24–27

Temporal—for a short time

Things that are seen … 2 Cor. 4:18

Temporal blessings

A. Consisting of:

Rain … Matt. 5:45

Seedtime and harvest … Gen. 8:22

Food and clothes … Luke 12:22–31

Temporal blessings—continued

Prosperity … Deut. 8:7–18

Children … Ps. 127:3–5

Preservation of life … 2 Tim. 4:16–18

Providential guidance … Gen. 24:12–14, 42–44

B. God’s supply of:

Promised … Prov. 3:9, 10

Provided … Neh. 9:15

Prayed for … Matt. 6:11

Acknowledged … Ps. 23:1–5

Explained … Deut. 8:2, 3

Contingent upon obedience … Mal. 3:7–11; Matt. 6:25–34

Object of praise … Ps. 103:1–5

Temptation—a testing designed to strengthen or corrupt

A. Of God:

Forbidden … Matt. 4:7

By Israel … Ps. 78:18–56; Heb. 3:9

Not possible … James 1:13

B. Of Christ:

By:

The devil … Matt. 4:1–10

Jewish leaders … Matt. 16:1

His disciples … Matt. 16:23

Like us, but without sin … Heb. 4:15

Design of … Heb. 2:18

C. Of Satan, against:

Job … Job 1:6–12

David … 1 Chr. 21:1

Joshua … Zech. 3:1–5

Jesus … Luke 4:1–13

Ananias and Sapphira … Acts 5:1–3

Christians … 1 Cor. 7:5

D. Of Christians:

By:

Lust … James 1:13–15

Riches … 1 Tim. 6:9

Liability to … Gal. 6:1

Warnings against … Matt. 26:41

Prayer against … Matt. 6:13

Limitation of … 1 Cor. 10:13

Deliverance from … 2 Pet. 2:9

Temptress—female tempter

Eve … Gen. 3:6 

Potiphar’s wife … Gen. 39:1–19

Delilah … Judg. 16:6–20

Jezebel … 1 Kin. 21:7

Job’s wife … Job 2:9

Adulteress … Prov. 7:5–27

Herodias’s daughter (Salome) … Mark 6:22–29

Ten Commandments

A. Features concerning:

Given at Sinai … Ex. 20:1–17

Written on stone … Ex. 24:12

Written by God … Ex. 31:18

First stones broken … Ex. 32:19

Another copy given … Ex. 34:1

Put in the ark … Deut. 10:1–5

Called a covenant … Ex. 34:28

Given in a different form … Deut. 5:6–21

The greatest of these … Matt. 22:35–40; Rom. 13:8–10

B. Allusions to, in Scripture:

First … Acts 17:23

Second … 1 Kin. 18:17–40

Third … Matt. 5:33–37

Fourth … Jer. 17:21–27

Fifth … Deut. 21:18–21; Eph. 6:1–3

Sixth … Num. 35:16–21

Seventh … Num. 5:12–31; Matt. 5:27–32

Eighth … Matt. 19:18

Ninth … Deut. 19:16–21

Tenth … Rom. 7:7

Tender—soft; compassionate

A. Used of physical things:

Animal … Gen. 18:7

Grass … 2 Sam. 23:4

Son … Prov. 4:3

Women … Deut. 28:56

B. Used of spiritual things:

Messiah … Is. 53:2

Compassion … Eph. 4:32

God’s mercy … Luke 1:78

Human heart … 2 Kin. 22:19

Christ’s return … Matt. 24:32

Babylon’s destruction … Is. 47:1

Tenderness—expressing a feeling or sympathy

Shown toward the young … Gen. 33:13

Expressed toward an enemy … 1 Sam. 30:11–15

Illustrated by a Samaritan … Luke 10:33–36

Manifested by a father … Luke 15:11–24

Tens of the Bible

A. Descriptive of:

Brothers … Gen. 42:3

Cubits … Ex. 26:16

Pillars and sockets … Ex. 27:12

Commandments … Ex. 34:28

Shekels … Num. 7:14

Years … Ruth 1:4

Loaves … 1 Sam. 17:17

Tribes … 1 Kin. 11:31, 35

Degrees … 2 Kin. 20:9–11

Virgins … Matt. 25:1–13

Talents … Matt. 25:28

Lepers … Luke 17:11–19

Pieces of money … Luke 19:12–27

Horns … Rev. 12:3

B. Expressive of:

Representation … Ruth 4:2

Intensity … Num. 14:22

Sufficiency … Neh. 4:12

Magnitude … Dan. 1:20

Remnant … Amos 5:3

Completion … Dan. 7:7, 20, 24

Perfection … Luke 19:16–24

Tentmaker

The occupation of:

Aquila and Priscilla … Acts 18:2, 3

Paul … Acts 18:2, 3

Tents—movable habitations

A. Used by:

People … 1 Chr. 17:5

Shepherds … Is. 38:12

Armies … 1 Sam. 13:2

Rechabites … Jer. 35:7, 10

Women … Gen. 24:67

Maidservants … Gen. 31:33

B. Features concerning:

Fastened by cords … Is. 54:2

Door provided … Gen. 18:1

Used for the ark … 2 Sam. 7:1–6

C. Figurative of:

Shortness of life … Is. 38:12; 2 Cor. 5:1

Heavens … Is. 40:22

Enlarging … Is. 54:2

Terah—duration; wandering

1. Father of Abram … Gen. 11:26

Idolater … Josh. 24:2

Dies in Haran … Gen. 11:25–32

2. Israelite encampment … Num. 33:1, 27

Teraphim—household idols

Laban’s, stolen by Rachel … Gen. 31:19–35

Used in idolatry … Hos. 3:4

Terebinth tree

A. Uses of:

Landmarks … Judg. 6:11, 19

Burial place … Gen. 35:8

B. Figurative of:

Judgment … Is. 1:29, 30

Teresh—dry

King’s official … Esth. 2:21

Terrestrial—belonging to the earth

Spoken of bodies … 1 Cor. 15:40

Terror—extreme fear

A. Caused by:

Lord’s presence … Heb. 12:21

Fear … Job 9:34

Death … Job 24:17

War … Ezek. 21:12

Fright … Luke 24:37

Persecutors … 1 Pet. 3:14

B. Sent as means of:

Protection … Gen. 35:5

Punishment … Lev. 26:16

C. Safeguards against, found in:

God’s promise … Ps. 91:5

God’s plan … Luke 21:9

Tertius—third

Paul’s scribe … Rom. 16:22

Tertullus—diminutive of Tertius

Orator who accuses Paul … Acts 24:1–8

Test—something that manifests a person’s real character

A. Kinds of:

Hard, given to Solomon … 1 Kin. 10:1–3

Physical … 1 Sam. 17:38, 39

Supernatural … Ex. 7–11

Spiritual … Dan. 6:1–28

National … Ex. 32:1–35

B. Purposes of, to:

Test obedience … Gen. 3:1–8 ; Gen. 22:1–18

Learn God’s will … Judg. 6:36–40

Accept good diet … Dan. 1:12–16

Refute Satan’s claims … Job 1:6–22

Destroy idolatry … 1 Kin. 18:22–24

C. Descriptive of:

Testing physically … 1 Sam. 17:39; Luke 14:19

Testing morally … John 6:6

Showing something to be true … Gen. 42:15, 16

D. Objects of, among Christians:

Faith … 2 Cor. 13:5

Abilities … 1 Tim. 3:10

Testament—a will or covenant

Descriptive of a person’s will … Heb. 9:15–17

Testimony—witness borne in behalf of something

A. Necessary elements of, seen in:

Verbal expression … 2 Sam. 1:16

Witnesses … Neh. 13:15; John 8:17

B. Means of:

Prophets … Acts 10:42, 43

Friends … 3 John 12

Jews … Acts 22:12

Messengers … Acts 20:21, 24

Song … Deut. 31:21

Our sins … Is. 59:12

C. Reaction to:

Believed … 2 Thess. 1:10

Confirmed … 1 Cor. 1:6

D. Purpose of, to:

Establish the gospel … Acts 10:42

Prove Jesus was the Christ … Acts 18:5

Lead to repentance … Acts 20:21

Qualify for office … 1 Tim. 3:7

Tests of faith

By:

Difficult demands … Gen. 12:1, 2

Severe trials … Job 1:6–22

Prosperity of the wicked … Ps. 73:1–28

Hardships … 2 Cor. 11:21–33

Teth

Ninth letter in the Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:65–72

Tetrarch—a ruler over a fourth part of a kingdom

Applied to Herod Antipas … Matt. 14:1

Thaddaeus—breast

One of the twelve disciples … Mark 3:18

Thahash—porpoise, dolphin

Son of Nahor … Gen. 22:24

Thankfulness—gratitude for blessings

A. Described as:

Spiritual sacrifice … Ps. 116:17

Duty … 2 Thess. 2:13

Unceasing … Eph. 1:16

Spontaneous … Phil. 1:3

In Christ’s name … Eph. 5:20

God’s will … 1 Thess. 5:18

Heaven’s theme … Rev. 7:12

B. Expressed for:

Food … John 6:11, 23

Wisdom … Dan. 2:23

God’s goodness and mercy … 1 Chr. 16:34

Converts … 1 Thess. 1:2

Prayer answered … John 11:41

Victory … 1 Cor. 15:57

Salvation … 2 Cor. 9:15

Lord’s Supper … 1 Cor. 11:24

Changed lives … 1 Thess. 2:13

C. Expressed by:

Healed Samaritan … Luke 17:12–19

Righteous … Ps. 140:13

Theater—a place of public assembly

Paul kept from entering … Acts 19:29–31

Thebez—brightness

Fortified city near Shechem … Judg. 9:50–55

Theft, thief—the act and agent of stealing

A. Kinds of:

Imputed … Gen. 44:1–17

Improbable … Matt. 28:11–13

Real … Acts 5:1–3

B. Characteristics of:

Done often at night … Jer. 49:9

Comes unexpectedly … Luke 12:39

Purpose of, to steal … John 10:10

Window used by … John 10:1

C. Objects of:

Idol … Gen. 31:19–35

Food … Prov. 6:30

Traveler … Luke 10:30, 36

Money … John 12:6

D. Evil of:

Condemned … Ex. 22:1–12

Punished … Josh. 7:21–26

Inconsistent with truth … Jer. 7:9, 10

Defiles a person … Matt. 15:19, 20

Excludes from heaven … 1 Cor. 6:10

Not to be among Christians … Eph. 4:28

See Stealing

Theocracy—government by God

Evident under Moses … Ex. 19:3–6

Continued under Joshua … Josh. 1:1–8

Rejected by Israel … 1 Sam. 8:4–9

To be restored … Is. 2:2–4; Is. 9:6, 7

Theophany—an appearance of God

A. Of God:

At Sinai … Ex. 24:9–12

In the tabernacle … Ex. 40:34–38

In the temple … 1 Kin. 8:10, 11

To Isaiah … Is. 6:1–9

B. Of Christ as “the Angel, ” to:

Abraham … Gen. 18:1–8

Jacob … Gen. 31:11, 13

Moses … Ex. 3:1–11

Joshua … Josh. 5:13–15

Israel … Judg. 2:1–5

Gideon … Judg. 6:11–24

Manoah … Judg. 13:2–25

Shadrach, Meshach, Abed-Nego … Dan. 3:28

Paul … Acts 27:23, 24

C. Of Christ, as incarnate, in:

Nativity … John 1:14, 18

His:

Resurrected form … John 20:26–29

Ascended form … Acts 7:55, 56

Return in glory … Rev. 1:7, 8

Glorified form … Matt. 17:1–9

Theophilus—beloved of God

Luke addresses his writings to … Luke 1:3; Acts 1:1

Thessalonians, the Epistles to the—two books of the New Testament

A. 1 Thessalonians:

Commendation … 1 Thess. 1:2–10

Paul’s apostolic ministry … 1 Thess. 2:1–20

Timothy as envoy … 1 Thess. 3:1–10

The quiet life … 1 Thess. 4:11, 12

The Second Coming … 1 Thess. 4:13–18

Sons of light, not darkness … 1 Thess. 5:4–7

Christian conduct … 1 Thess. 5:12–24

B. 2 Thessalonians:

Encouragement in suffering … 2 Thess. 1:3–12

The Man of Sin … 2 Thess. 2:3–10

Steadfastness … 2 Thess. 2:15–17

Maintaining order … 2 Thess. 3:1–15

Thessalonica—an important city of Macedonia (modern Salonika)

Paul preaches in … Acts 17:1–13

Paul writes letters to churches of … 1 Thess. 1:1

Theudas—God-giving

Leader of an unsuccessful revolt … Acts 5:36

Thirst—a craving for water

A. Caused by:

Wilderness drought … Ex. 17:3

Unbelief … Deut. 28:47, 48

Siege … 2 Chr. 32:11

Travels … 2 Cor. 11:27

Extreme pain … John 19:28

Flame … Luke 16:24

B. Figurative of:

Salvation … Is. 55:1

Righteousness … Matt. 5:6

Holy Spirit … John 7:37–39

Serving Christ … Matt. 25:35–42

C. Satisfaction of:

By a miracle … Neh. 9:15, 20

Longed for … Ps. 63:1

In Christ alone … John 6:35

Final invitation … Rev. 22:17

Perfectly fulfilled … Is. 49:10; Rev. 7:16

Thirty mighty men, the

Served David … 1 Chr. 12:1–40

Thirty pieces of silver—bribe of Judas

Price of slave … Ex. 21:32

Given to Judas … Matt. 26:14–16

Buys field … Matt. 27:3–10

Thistle—spiny weeds

Obnoxious among wheat … Job 31:40

Thomas—twin

Apostle of Christ … Matt. 10:3

Ready to die with Christ … John 11:16

In need of instruction … John 14:1–6

Not present when Christ appears … John 20:19–24

States terms of belief … John 20:25

Christ appears again and convinces him … John 20:26–29; John 21:1, 2

In the Upper Room … Acts 1:13

Thongs—leather straps

Used to bind Paul … Acts 22:25

Thorn—a plant with sharp projections on its stems

A. Used literally of:

Earth’s produce … Gen. 3:18

Land under judgment … Is. 34:13

Christ’s crown … John 19:2

B. Used figuratively of:

Unbelief … Is. 32:13–15

Judgments … Hos. 2:6

Pain … Prov. 26:9

False prophets … Matt. 7:15, 16

Agent of Satan … 2 Cor. 12:7

Barrenness … Matt. 13:7, 22

Thought—the reasoning of the mind

A. Of the wicked, described as:

Evil … Gen. 6:5

Abominable … Prov. 15:26

Sinful … Is. 59:7

Devoid of God … Ps. 10:4

Futile … Rom. 1:21

Known by God … 1 Cor. 3:20

In need of repentance … Acts 8:22

B. Of the believer:

Comprehended by God … 1 Chr. 28:9; Ps. 139:2

Captivated by Christ … 2 Cor. 10:5

Criticized by God’s Word … Heb. 4:12

In need of examination … Ps. 139:23

C. Of God:

Not like humankind’s … Is. 55:8, 9

To believer, good … Ps. 139:17

Thousand years

As one day … 2 Pet. 3:8

Millennial reign … Rev. 20:1–7

Thread

Refused by Abram … Gen. 14:23

Tied to hand … Gen. 38:28

Lips like scarlet … Song 4:3

Threatenings—menacing actions or words against another

A. Purposes of, to:

Silence a prophet … 1 Kin. 19:1, 2

Hinder a work … Neh. 6:1–14

Hinder the gospel … Acts 4:17, 21

B. Exemplified by:

Jehoram against Elisha … 2 Kin. 6:31

Jews against Christians … Acts 4:29

Saul against Christians … Acts 9:1

Threshing—separating kernels of grain by force

A. Characteristics of:

Done by a stick … Is. 28:27

Done by cartwheels … Is. 28:27, 28

By the feet of cattle … Hos. 10:11

B. Figurative of:

God’s judgments … Jer. 51:33

Minister’s labor … 1 Cor. 9:9, 10

Threshold

Will shake … Amos 9:1

Descriptive of Nineveh’s fall … Zeph. 2:14

Throat—the front part of the neck

Glutton’s warning … Prov. 23:2

Thirsty one … Ps. 69:3

Source of evil … Ps. 5:9

Throne—the seat and symbol of regal authority

A. Of human rulers:

Under God’s sovereignty … Dan. 5:18–21

Established on righteousness … Prov. 16:12

Upheld by mercy … Prov. 20:28

Subject to:

Succession … 2 Chr. 6:10, 16

Termination … Jer. 22:4–30

B. Of God:

Resplendent in glory … Is. 6:1–3

Relentless in power … Dan. 2:44

Ruling over all … Dan. 4:25, 34, 35

Righteous in execution … Ps. 9:4, 7, 8

Regal throughout eternity … Rev. 22:1, 3

C. Of Christ:

Based upon the Davidic covenant … 2 Sam. 7:12–16

Of eternal duration … Ps. 89:4, 29, 36; Dan. 7:13, 14

Explained in its nature … Is. 9:6, 7

Symbolized in its functions … Zech. 6:12, 13

Promised to Christ … Luke 1:31–33

Christ rises to possess … Heb. 8:1

Christ now rules from … Eph. 1:20–22; 1 Pet. 3:20–22

Shares with the Godhead … Rev. 5:12–14

Shares with believers … Luke 22:30; Rev. 3:21

Judges humankind from … Matt. 25:31

Thumb—first fingers of human hand

Anointing of, as an act of consecration … Lev. 8:23, 24

As an act of purification … Lev. 14:14, 17, 25, 28

Cutting off of, an act of subjugation … Judg. 1:6, 7

Thunder—the sound that follows a flash of lightning

A. Supernaturally brought:

Upon the Egyptians … Ex. 9:22–34

At Sinai … Ex. 19:16

Against the Philistines … 1 Sam. 7:10

At David’s deliverance … 2 Sam. 22:14, 15

B. Figurative of:

God’s:

Power … Job 26:14

Control … Ps. 104:7

Majesty … Rev. 4:5

Visitations of judgment … Rev. 11:19

Thyatira—an important town in the Roman province of Asia

Residence of Lydia … Acts 16:14

One of the seven churches … Rev. 2:18–24

Tibhath—slaughter

Town in the kingdom of Zobah … 1 Chr. 18:8

Tibni—intelligent

Son of Ginath … 1 Kin. 16:21, 22

Tidal—splendor

King allied with Chedorlaomer … Gen. 14:1, 9

Tidings

A. Descriptive of:

Joyful … Gen. 29:13

Good … 1 Kin. 1:42

Evil … Ps. 112:7

B. Of salvation:

Out of Zion … Is. 40:9

By a person … Is. 41:27

By an angel … Luke 2:8–18

See News

Tiglath-Pileser—my trust is in the god Ninib

Powerful Assyrian king who invades Samaria … 2 Kin. 15:29

Tikvah—hope

1. Father-in-law of Huldah … 2 Kin. 22:14

Called Tokhath … 2 Chr. 34:22

2. Father of Jahaziah … Ezra 10:15

Tile

Earthen roof … Luke 5:19

Tiller—a farmer

Man’s first job … Gen. 2:5 

Sin’s handicap on … Gen. 4:12

Industry in, commended … Prov. 12:11

Tilon—scorn

Son of Shimon … 1 Chr. 4:20

Timaeus—highly prized

Father of Bartimaeus … Mark 10:46

Timbrel—a small hand drum

Used in:

Entertainment … Gen. 31:27

Worship … Ps. 81:1–4

Time—a measurable period

A. Computation of, by:

Years … Gen. 15:13

Months … 1 Chr. 27:1

Weeks … Dan. 10:2

Days … Gen. 8:3

Moments … Ex. 33:5

Sundial … 2 Kin. 20:9–11

B. Events of, dated by:

Succession of families … Gen. 5:1–32

Lives of great men … Gen. 7:6, 11

Succession of kings … 1 Kin. 11:42, 43

Earthquakes … Amos 1:1

Important events (the Exodus) … 1 Kin. 6:1

Important emperors … Luke 3:1

C. Periods of, stated in years:

Bondage in Egypt … Acts 7:6

Wilderness wanderings … Deut. 1:3

Judges … Judg. 11:26

Captivity … Dan. 9:2

Seventy weeks (490 years) … Dan. 9:24–27

D. Sequence of prophetic events in, indicated by:

“The time is fulfilled” (Christ’s advent) … Mark 1:15

“The fullness of the time” (Christ’s advent) … Gal. 4:4

“The times of the Gentiles” (the gospel age) … Luke 21:24

“The day of salvation” (the gospel age) … 2 Cor. 6:2

“In the last days” (the gospel age) … Acts 2:17

“In the last days”(the time before Christ’s return) … 2 Tim. 3:1; 2 Pet. 3:3

“The last day” (Christ’s return) … John 6:39, 54; John 12:48

“New heavens” (eternity) … 2 Pet. 3:13

E. Importance of, indicated by:

Shortness of life … Ps. 89:47

Making the most of it … Eph. 5:16

Purpose of, for salvation … 2 Pet. 3:9, 15

Uncertainty of … Luke 12:16–23

Our goal, eternity … Heb. 11:10, 13–16

God’s plan in … Acts 14:15–17

F. For everything:

To give birth, to die … Eccl. 3:1–8, 17

Timidity—lack of courage

Nicodemus … John 3:1, 2

Joseph of Arimathea … John 19:38

Certain people … John 9:18–23

Timna, Timnah—restraint

1. Concubine of Eliphaz … Gen. 36:12, 22

2. Chief of Edom … Gen. 36:40

Timnah—allotted portion

1. Town of Judah … Josh. 15:10

Assigned to Dan … Josh. 19:40, 43

Captured by Philistines … 2 Chr. 28:18

2. Town in Judah’s hill country … Josh. 15:57

Timnath Serah—extra portion

Village in Ephraim’s hill country … Josh. 19:50

Place of Joshua’s burial … Josh. 24:29, 30

Called Timnath Heres … Judg. 2:9

Timnite—an inhabitant of Timnah

Samson thus called … Judg. 15:6

Timon—deeming worthy

One of the seven deacons … Acts 6:1–5

Timothy—revere God

A. Life of:

Of mixed parentage … Acts 16:1, 3

Faith of, from childhood … 2 Tim. 1:5; 2 Tim. 3:15

Becomes Paul’s companion … Acts 16:1–3

Ordained by the presbytery … 1 Tim. 4:14





Left behind at Troas … Acts 17:14

Sent by Paul to Thessalonica … 1 Thess. 3:1, 2, 6

Rejoined Paul at Corinth … Acts 18:1–5

Preached Christ to Corinthians … 2 Cor. 1:19

Sent by Paul into Macedonia … Acts 19:22

Sent by Paul to Corinth … 1 Cor. 4:17

Returned with Paul to Jerusalem … Acts 20:1–5

With Paul in Rome … Phil. 1:1; Phil. 2:19, 23

Set free … Heb. 13:23

Left at Ephesus by Paul … 1 Tim. 1:3

Paul summoned him to Rome … 2 Tim. 4:9, 11, 21

B. Character of:

Devout from childhood … 2 Tim. 3:15

Faithful in service … Phil. 2:22

Beloved by Paul … 1 Tim. 1:2, 18

Follows Paul’s way … 1 Cor. 4:17

In need of instruction … 1 Tim. 4:12–16

Of sickly nature … 1 Tim. 5:23

Urged to remain faithful … 1 Tim. 6:20, 21

Emotional … 2 Tim. 1:4

Timothy, the Epistles to—two books of the New Testament

A. 1 Timothy:

Toward true doctrine … 1 Tim. 1:3–7

Paul’s ministry … 1 Tim. 1:12–17

Christ, the Mediator … 1 Tim. 2:5, 6

Instructions to women … 1 Tim. 2:9–15

Church officials … 1 Tim. 3:1–13

The good minister … 1 Tim. 4:6–16

Fight the good fight … 1 Tim. 6:11–21

B. 2 Timothy:

Call to responsibility … 2 Tim. 1:6–18

Call for strength … 2 Tim. 2:1–13

Against apostasy … 2 Tim. 3:1–9

The Scriptures called inspired … 2 Tim. 3:14–17

Charge to Timothy … 2 Tim. 4:1–8

Paul’s personal concerns … 2 Tim. 4:9–18

Tin—a metal obtained by smelting

Used in early times … Num. 31:22

Brought from Tarshish … Ezek. 27:12

Tiphsah—passage; crossing

1. Place designating Solomon’s northern boundary … 1 Kin. 4:24

2. Unidentified town attacked by Menahem … 2 Kin. 15:16

Tiras

Son of Japheth … Gen. 10:2

Tirathites

Family of scribes … 1 Chr. 2:55

Tirhakah—the king of Cush (Nubia)

Opposes Sennacherib … 2 Kin. 19:9

Tirhanah—kindness

Son of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:42, 48

Tiria—foundation

Son of Jehallelel … 1 Chr. 4:16

Tirzah—delight

1. Zelophehad’s youngest daughter … Num. 26:33

2. Town near Samaria … Josh. 12:24

Seat of Jeroboam’s rule … 1 Kin. 14:17

Israel’s kings rule here down to Omri … 1 Kin. 16:6–23

Famous for its beauty … Song 6:4

Tishbite—an inhabitant of Tishbe

Elijah thus called … 1 Kin. 17:1

Tithes—the tenth of one’s income

Given by Abraham to Melchizedek … Heb. 7:1, 2, 6

Promised by Jacob … Gen. 28:22

Belongs to the Lord … Lev. 27:30–33

Given to Levites … Num. 18:21–24

Given by Levites to priests … Num. 18:25–28

Taken to temple … Deut. 12:5–19

Rules regarding … Deut. 14:22–29

Honesty in, required … Deut. 26:13–15

Of animals, every tenth … Lev. 27:32, 33

Recognition of, by Jews … Neh. 13:5, 12

Promise regarding … Mal. 3:7–12

Pharisaic legalism on, condemned … Luke 18:9–14

Titles—appellations of honor

Condemned by Christ … Matt. 23:1–10

Tittle—a mark distinguishing similar letters

Figurative of minute requirements … Matt. 5:18

See Jot

Titus

Greek Christian and Paul’s companion … Titus 1:4

Sent by Paul to Corinth … 2 Cor. 7:13, 14

Organized Corinthian relief fund … 2 Cor. 8:6–23

Met Paul in Macedonia … 2 Cor. 7:6, 7

Accompanied Paul to Crete … Titus 1:5

Sent by Paul to Dalmatia … 2 Tim. 4:10

Titus, the Epistle to—a book of the New Testament

Qualifications of an elder … Titus 1:5–9

Against false teachings … Titus 1:10–16

Domestic life … Titus 2:1–10

Godly living … Titus 3:3–8

Tizite

Description of Joha, David’s mighty man … 1 Chr. 11:45

Tob—good

Jephthah’s refuge east of the Jordan … Judg. 11:3, 5

Tobadonijah—good is Lord Yahweh

Levite teacher … 2 Chr. 17:7, 8

Tobiah—Yahweh is good

1. Founder of a postexilic family … Ezra 2:60

2. Ammonite servant; ridiculed the Jews … Neh. 2:10

Tobijah—Yahweh is good

1. Levite teacher … 2 Chr. 17:7, 8

2. Came from Babylon … Zech. 6:10, 14

Tochen—a measure

Town of Simeon … 1 Chr. 4:32

Toe—the terminal part of the foot

Aaron’s, anointed … Ex. 29:20

Of captives, amputated … Judg. 1:6, 7

Of an image … Dan. 2:41, 42

Man with six … 2 Sam. 21:20

Togarmah

Northern country inhabited by descendants of Gomer … Gen. 10:3

Toi

King of Hamath; sends embassy to salute David … 2 Sam. 8:9–12

Token—a visible sign

Guarantee … Josh. 2:12, 18, 21

See Sign

Tola—worm; scarlet

1. Son of Issachar and family head … Gen. 46:13

2. Son of Puah; a judge of Israel … Judg. 10:1

Tolad—begetter

Simeonite town … 1 Chr. 4:29

Called Eltolad … Josh. 19:4

Tolerance—an attitude of patience toward opposing views

A. Approved in dealing with:

Disputes among brothers … Mark 9:38–40

Weaker brother … Rom. 14:1–23

Repentant brother … 2 Cor. 2:4–11

B. Condemned in dealing with:

Sin … 1 Cor. 5:1–13

Evil … 2 Cor. 6:14–18

Sin in ourselves … Mark 9:43–48

Error … 2 John 10, 11

Tomb—a place of burial

John’s body placed in … Mark 6:25–29

Christ’s body placed in Joseph’s … Matt. 27:57–60; John 19:41, 42

Figurative of hypocrisy … Matt. 23:27

Tongue—the organ of speech

A. Descriptive of:

Speech … Ex. 4:10

The physical organ … Judg. 7:5

Externalism … 1 John 3:18

People or race … Is. 66:18

Spiritual gift. 1 Cor. 12:10–30

Submission … Is. 45:23

B. Kinds of:

Backbiting … Prov. 25:23

As of fire … Acts 2:3

Deceitful … Mic. 6:12

Double … 1 Tim. 3:8

False … Ps. 120:3

Flattering … Prov. 6:24

Gentle … Prov. 25:15

Just … Prov. 10:20

Lying … Prov. 21:6

Muttering … Is. 59:3

New … Mark 16:17

Perverse … Prov. 17:20

Powerful … Prov. 18:21

Prideful … Ps. 12:3, 4

Sharpened … Ps. 140:3

Slow … Ex. 4:10

Stammering … Is. 33:19

Wholesome … Prov. 15:4

Wise … Prov. 15:2

C. Characteristics of:

Small but important … James 3:5

Untamable … James 3:6–8

Source of trouble … Prov. 21:23

Means of sin … Ps. 39:1

Known by God … Ps. 139:4

D. Proper employment of, in:

Speaking:

God’s righteousness … Ps. 35:28

Wisdom … Ps. 37:30

God’s Word … Ps. 119:172

Keeping from evil … Ps. 34:13

Singing praises … Ps. 126:2

Kindness … Prov. 31:26

Confessing Christ … Phil. 2:11

See Slander

Tongues, speaking in

A. At Pentecost:

Opposite of Babel … Gen. 11:6–9

Sign of the Spirit’s coming … Acts 2:3, 4

External manifestation … Acts 2:4–6

Meaning of, interpreted by Peter … Acts 2:14–40

B. At Corinth:

Spiritual gift … 1 Cor. 12:8–10, 28–30

Interpreter of, required … 1 Cor. 14:27, 28

Love superior to … 1 Cor. 13:1–13

Subject to abuse … 1 Cor. 14:22–26

Tools of the Bible

Anvil … Is. 41:7

Awl … Deut. 15:17

Ax … 1 Chr. 20:3

Bellows … Jer. 6:29

Compass … Is. 44:13

Refining pot … Prov. 17:3

Fleshhook … 1 Sam. 2:13

Fork … Ex. 27:3

Furnace … Prov. 17:3

Goad … 1 Sam. 13:21

Engraving tool … Ex. 32:4

Hammer … Ps. 74:6

Inkhorn … Ezek. 9:2

Knife … Gen. 22:6

Mattock … 1 Sam. 13:21

Ox goad … Judg. 3:31

Firepans … Ex. 27:3

Plane … Is. 44:13

Plowshare … Is. 2:4

Plumb line … Amos 7:8

Pruning hook … Is. 2:4

Razor … Num. 6:5

Saw … 2 Sam. 12:31

Shovel … Ex. 27:3

Sickle … Deut. 16:9

Wheel … Eccl. 12:6

Topaz—a precious stone

Used in breastplate … Ex. 39:10

Of great value … Job 28:19

In Eden … Ezek. 28:13

In New Jerusalem … Rev. 21:2, 20

Tophel—lime; cement

Israelite camp … Deut. 1:1

Tophet—altar

Place of human sacrifice in the Valley of Hinnom … Jer. 7:31, 32

Torment—to suffer unbearable pain

A. Kinds of:

Physical … Matt. 8:6

Eternal … Rev. 20:10

Internal … 2 Pet. 2:7, 8

B. Means of:

Official … Matt. 18:34

Persecutors … Heb. 11:35

Fear … 1 John 4:18

Flame … Luke 16:23–25

God … Rev. 14:9–11

Human soul … Job 19:2

Touch—contact between two things

A. Kinds of:

Unclean … Lev. 5:2, 3

Angelic … 1 Kin. 19:5, 7

Queenly … Esth. 5:2

Cleansing … Is. 6:7

Healing … Matt. 8:3

Sexual … 1 Cor. 7:1

Satanic … 1 John 5:18

B. Purposes of, to:

Purify … Is. 6:7

Strengthen … Dan. 10:10–18

Harm … Zech. 2:8

Heal … Mark 5:27–31

Receive a blessing … Mark 10:13

Restore to life … Luke 7:14

Manifest faith … Luke 7:39–50

Towel—a cloth used in drying

Used by Christ … John 13:4, 5

Tower of the Ovens—a tower of Jerusalem

Rebuilt by Nehemiah … Neh. 3:11

Tower of the Hundred

Restored by Eliashib … Neh. 3:1

Towers

A. Purposes of, for:

Protection … Matt. 21:33

Watchmen … 2 Kin. 9:17

Safe-guarding people … 2 Chr. 26:10, 15

B. Partial list of:

Babel … Gen. 11:4, 9

David … Song 4:4

Lebanon … Song 7:4

Penuel … Judg. 8:17

Shechem … Judg. 9:40, 47, 49

Siloam … Luke 13:4

Trachonitis—hilly land

Volcanic region southeast of Damascus … Luke 3:1

Trade and transportation

A. Objects of, such as:

Gold … 1 Kin. 9:28

Timber … 1 Kin. 5:6, 8, 9

Hardwood … 1 Kin. 10:11, 12

Spices … 1 Kin. 10:10, 15

Property … Ruth 4:3, 4

Slaves … Joel 3:6

B. Means of, by:

Wagons … Gen. 46:5, 6

Cows … 1 Sam. 6:7, 8

Rafts … 1 Kin. 5:7–9

Camels … 1 Kin. 10:1, 2

Donkeys … Num. 22:21–33

Horses … 1 Kin. 20:20

Caravans … Gen. 37:25–36

C. Centers of, in:

Tyre … Ezek. 27:1–36

Jerusalem … Neh. 13:15–21

Trades and crafts

Baker … Gen. 40:1

Brickmakers … Ex. 5:7

Carpenter … Is. 41:7

Engineers … Gen. 11:3, 4

Farmers … Ps. 104:13–15

Fishermen … Matt. 4:18–22

Gatekeeper … 2 Sam. 18:26

Lawyers … Luke 5:17

Millers … Ex. 11:5

Physician … Col. 4:14

Smiths … Is. 44:12

Watchman … 2 Sam. 18:26

See Arts and crafts in the Bible

Trade, spiritual

Buying the truth … Prov. 23:23

Value of wisdom … Prov. 2:2–4

Above gold in value … Ps. 119:72, 127

Without price … Is. 55:1

True gold, from Christ … Rev. 3:18

Traditions—precepts passed down from past generations

A. Jewish, described as:

Commandments of men … Matt. 15:9

Rejection of God’s Word … Mark 7:8, 9

Productive of hypocrisy … Mark 7:6, 7

Inconsistent with Christ … Col. 2:8

B. Christian, described as:

Inspired by the Spirit … John 15:26, 27

Handed down by apostles … 2 Thess. 3:6, 7

Based on eyewitnesses … 2 Pet. 1:16, 19

Classed as Scripture … 1 Tim. 5:18; 2 Pet. 3:16

Once for all delivered … Jude 3

Consisting of fundamental truths … 1 Cor. 15:1–3

Originating with Christ … Matt. 28:20; 1 Cor. 11:1–23

Train

Trailing robe … Is. 6:1

Traitor—one who betrays a trust

Descriptive of:

Judas … Luke 6:16

End-time people … 2 Tim. 3:4

Trance—a somnolent state

Peter’s on a housetop … Acts 10:10

Transfiguration—a radical change in appearance of

Moses’ … Ex. 34:29–35

Christ’s, on a high mountain … Matt. 17:1–13

Christ’s, remembered … 2 Pet. 1:16–18

Stephen’s … Acts 6:15

Transgression—a violation of God’s law

A. Described as:

Personal … 1 Tim. 2:14

Public … Rom. 5:14

Political … Esth. 3:3

Premeditated … Josh. 7:11–25

B. Caused by:

Deception … 1 Tim. 2:14

Law … Rom. 4:15

Sin … 1 John 3:4

Wine … Hab. 2:5

Idolatry … 1 Chr. 5:25

Intermarriage … Ezra 10:10, 13

Fear of the people … 1 Sam. 15:24

C. Productive of:

Powerlessness … Judg. 2:20–23

Unfaithfulness … 1 Chr. 9:1

Death … 1 Chr. 10:13

Destruction … Ps. 37:38

Curse … Is. 24:5, 6

D. Punishment of, by:

Defeat … 2 Chr. 12:1–5

Disease … 2 Chr. 26:16–21

Captivity … Neh. 1:8

Affliction … Ps. 107:17

Death in hell … Is. 66:24

E. Reaction to, by:

Further disobedience … Num. 14:41–45

Covering up … Job 31:33

Repentance … Ezra 9:4–7

F. Forgiveness of:

Difficult … Josh. 24:19

Out of God’s mercy … Ex. 34:7

By:

Confession … Ps. 32:1, 5

Removal … Ps. 103:12

Blotting out … Is. 44:22

G. Christ’s relation to:

Wounded for our … Is. 53:5

Stricken for our … Is. 53:8

Made intercession for … Is. 53:12

Was a Redeemer for … Rom. 11:26, 27

Died for our … Heb. 9:15

See Sin

Transitory—passing quickly away

A. Descriptive of human:

Life … Ps. 39:4, 5

Pleasures … Is. 47:8, 9

Plans … Luke 12:16–21

B. Caused by:

World’s passing away … 1 John 2:15–17

Our mortality … Ps. 90:3–12

Impending future world … 2 Cor. 4:17, 18

Translations—physical transportation to heaven

Enoch … Heb. 11:5

Elijah … 2 Kin. 2:1–11

Christians … 1 Thess. 4:16, 17

Treachery—pretending friendship in order to betray

A. Manifested by:

Woman … Judg. 4:18–21

People … Josh. 9:3–15

King … 2 Sam. 11:14, 15

Son … 2 Sam. 13:28, 29

Enemy … Esth. 3:8–15

Disciple … Matt. 26:47–50

B. Accompanied by:

Deceit … Gen. 34:13–31

Soothing words … Judg. 9:1–5

Professed favor … 1 Sam. 18:17–19

Pretense … Dan. 6:1–8

Treason—betrayal of one’s country

A. Instances of:

Rahab against Jericho … Josh. 2:1–24

Israelites against Rehoboam … 1 Kin. 12:16–19

Absalom against David … 2 Sam. 15:1–14

Sheba against David … 2 Sam. 20:1–22

Athaliah against Judah … 2 Kin. 11; 2 Chr. 22:10–12

B. Characterized by:

Conspiracy … 1 Kin. 16:9–11, 20

Giving secrets … 1 Sam. 30:15, 16

Dispute … 2 Sam. 3:6–21

Jealousy … Num. 12:1–11

See Conspiracy; Treachery

Treasure—something valuable stored away

A. Descriptive of:

Places for storing archives … Ezra 5:17

B. Figurative of:

Earth’s productive capacity … Ps. 17:14

Wisdom … Prov. 2:4

People of God … Ex. 19:5

Humankind’s spiritual possibilities … Matt. 12:35

New life in Christ … 2 Cor. 4:6, 7

Christ as the divine depository … Col. 2:3, 9

Future rewards … Matt. 6:19, 20

Treasurer—a custodian of public funds

Under:

David, Ahijah … 1 Chr. 26:20

Solomon, Jehiel … 1 Chr. 29:7, 8

Hezekiah, Shebna … Is. 22:15

Cyrus, Mithredath … Ezra 1:8

Candace, the Ethiopian eunuch … Acts 8:27

At Corinth, Erastus … Rom. 16:23

Treasury

Gifts for temple kept here … Luke 21:1

Storehouses … 1 Kin. 7:51

Tree

A. Characteristics of:

Created by God … Gen. 1:11, 12

Of fixed varieties … Gen. 1:12, 29

Can be grafted … Rom. 11:24

Subject to God’s judgments … Hag. 2:17, 19

B. Used for:

Shade … Gen. 18:4

Burial sites … Gen. 35:8

Food … Deut. 20:19, 20

Cross … Acts 5:30

Buildings … 1 Kin. 5:10

Idolatry … Is. 44:14, 17

Fuel … Is. 44:15, 16, 19

C. List of, in Bible:

Acacia … Ex. 36:20

Algum … 2 Chr. 2:8

Almond … Gen. 30:37

Aloe … Ps. 45:8

Apple … Song 2:3

Box … Is. 41:19

Broom … 1 Kin. 19:4, 5

Cedar … 1 Kin. 10:27

Chestnut … Gen. 30:37

Citron … Rev. 18:12

Cypress … Is. 44:14

Ebony … Ezek. 27:15

Fig … Deut. 8:8

Fir … 2 Sam. 6:5

Mulberry … 2 Sam. 5:23

Myrtle … Is. 41:19

Nut … Song 6:11

Oak … Is. 44:14

Oil … Is. 41:19

Olive … Judg. 9:9

Palm … Ex. 15:27

Pine … Is. 41:19

Pomegranate … Deut. 8:8

Poplar … Hos. 4:13

Sycamore … Amos 7:14

Tamarisk … Gen. 21:33

Terebinth … Hos. 4:13

Willow … Is. 44:4

D. Figurative of:

Righteous … Ps. 1:1–3

Believer’s life … Prov. 11:30

Wisdom … Prov. 3:18

Basic character … Matt. 7:17–19

Continued prosperity … Is. 65:22

Judgment … Luke 23:31

Eternal life … Rev. 22:14

Covenant … Rom. 11:24

Tree of Knowledge

In the Garden of Eden … Gen. 2:9 

God forbids eating of … Gen. 2:16, 17 

Eve is deceived and eats … Gen. 3:6 

Adam eats of … Gen. 3:6 

Causes their eyes to be opened … Gen. 3:7 

God enacts their penalty … Gen. 2:16, 17 

Tree of Life

In Eden … Gen. 2:9 

In New Jerusalem … Rev. 22:1, 2

Tremble—to shake with fear

A. Expressive of:

Deep concern … Gen. 27:33

Fear … Mark 16:8

Filial trust … Is. 66:2, 5

Apprehension … 1 Sam. 16:4

Infirmity … Eccl. 12:3

Obedience … Phil. 2:12

B. Applied to:

People … Dan. 6:26

Earth … Ps. 97:4

Nations … Is. 64:2

Heart … Deut. 28:65

Flesh … Ps. 119:120

Servants … Eph. 6:5

Christians … 1 Cor. 2:3

Demons … James 2:19

C. Caused by:

Physical change … Luke 8:47

Earthquake … Acts 16:29

Trials—hardships that try our faith

A. Characteristics of:

Some very severe … 2 Cor. 1:8–10

Cause of, sometimes unknown … Job 1:7–22

Sometimes physical … 2 Cor. 12:7–10

Endurable … 1 Cor. 10:13

Rewardable … Matt. 5:10–12

B. Design of, to:

Test faith … Gen. 22:1–18

Purify faith … Mal. 3:3, 4; 1 Pet. 1:6–9

Increase patience … James 1:3, 4, 12

Bring us to a better place … Ps. 66:10–12

Chasten us … Is. 48:10

Glorify God … 1 Pet. 4:12–16

Tribes of Israel

Twelve in number … Gen. 49:28

Descended from Jacob’s sons … Gen. 35:22–26

Jacob forecasted future of … Gen. 49:3–27

Moses foretold future of … Deut. 33:6–29

Numbered … Num. 1:44–46

Camped by standards … Num. 2:2–31

Canaan divided among … Josh. 15–19

Names of, engraven … Ex. 39:14

United until Rehoboam’s rebellion … 1 Kin. 12:16–20

Returned after exile … Ezra 8:35

Typical of Christians … James 1:1

Names on gates of New Jerusalem … Rev. 21:12

Tribulation—a state or time of great affliction

A. Descriptive of:

Afflictions … 1 Sam. 10:19

Persecutions … 1 Thess. 3:4

Severe testings … Rev. 2:10, 22

B. Christian’s attitude toward:

Must expect … Acts 14:22

Glory in … Rom. 5:3

Overcome … Rom. 8:35–37

Patient in … Rom. 12:12

Joyful in … 2 Cor. 7:4

Don’t lose heart … Eph. 3:13

Tribute—a tax imposed upon a subjugated nation

Imposed by Jews … Ezra 4:20

Imposed upon Jews … Ezra 4:13

Levied upon Israelites … 2 Kin. 23:33

Christ settles question concerning … Matt. 22:17–21

Paul’s admonition concerning … Rom. 13:6, 7

Trickery—use of guile or deceit

By Gibeonites … Josh. 9:3–16

By Saul … 1 Sam. 28:7–10

By Amnon … 2 Sam. 13:1–33

Christians, beware of … Eph. 4:14

Trinity, the

A. Revealed in the Old Testament:

At Creation … Gen. 1:1–3, 26 

In the personality of the Spirit … Is. 40:13; Is. 48:16

By:

Divine angel … Judg. 13:8–23

Personification of Wisdom … Prov. 8:22–31

Threefold “Holy” … Is. 6:3

Aaronic benediction … Num. 6:24–27

B. Revealed in the New Testament:

At Christ’s baptism … Matt. 3:16, 17

In:

Christ’s teaching … John 14:26; John 15:26

Baptismal formula … Matt. 28:19

Apostolic benediction … 2 Cor. 13:14

Apostolic teaching … Gal. 4:4–6

Triumphal entrance—Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on the last week of His earthly ministry

Prophesied … Zech. 9:9

Fulfilled … Matt. 21:2–11

Troas—a seaport city near Troy

Paul received vision here … Acts 16:8–11

Trogyllium—a seaport city of Asia Minor

Paul’s ship tarried here … Acts 20:15

Troops—a group of soldiers

Placed in fortified cities … 2 Chr. 17:2

Came together and camped … Job 19:12

Trophimus—nourishing

One of Paul’s companions … Acts 20:4

Trouble—that which causes concern or distress

A. Kinds of:

Physical, of nature … Ps. 46:3

Mental … Dan. 5:9

Spiritual, of the wicked … Is. 57:20

Spiritual, of the righteous … Ps. 77:3

National … Jer. 30:7

Domestic … Prov. 11:29

B. Caused by:

Misdeeds of sons … Gen. 34:30

Mysterious dream … Dan. 2:1, 3

Unexpected news … 1 Sam. 28:21

Sin … Josh. 7:25

Evil spirits … 1 Sam. 16:14, 15

Enemies … Ezra 4:4

Physical malady … Job 4:5

God’s:

Withdrawal … Ps. 30:7

Wrath … Ps. 78:49

Our sins … Ps. 38:4–6

The mouth … Prov. 21:23

Angel visitant … Luke 1:12, 29

Wars, etc. Mark 13:7

Trials … 2 Cor. 7:5

Affliction … 2 Thess. 1:7

C. God’s help to His saints in, to:

Hide … Ps. 27:5

Deliver … Ps. 50:15; 2 Cor. 1:8–10

Help … Ps. 46:1

Attend … Ps. 91:15

Revive … Ps. 138:7

Comfort … 2 Cor. 7:5, 6

Truce—a temporary cessation of warfare

With good results … 2 Sam. 2:25–31

True—that which agrees with the facts

A. Applied to:

God … John 17:3

Christ … Rev. 3:7, 14

God’s judgments … Rev. 16:7

Believer’s heart … 2 Cor. 6:8

Worshipers … John 4:23

B. Christ as proof of:

Given by others … John 5:32, 33

Based upon testimony … John 8:13–18

Recognized by many … John 10:41

See Truth

Trumpet—a wind musical instrument

A. Features concerning:

Instrument of music … 1 Chr. 13:8

Made of ram’s horn … Josh. 6:4

B. Uses of, in Israel, to:

Signal God’s presence … Ex. 19:16, 19

Regulate marchings … Num. 10:2, 5, 6

Call assemblies … Num. 10:2, 3, 7

Announce a feast … Lev. 23:23–25

Gather the nation … Judg. 3:27

Alert against an enemy … Neh. 4:18, 20

Herald a new king … 1 Kin. 1:34–41

Hail a religious event … 1 Chr. 13:8

Assist in worship … Neh. 12:35–41

C. Uses of, at Christ’s return, to:

Herald Christ’s coming … Matt. 24:31

Signal prophetic events … Rev. 8:2, 6, 13; Rev. 9:14

Raise the dead … 1 Thess. 4:16

Trust—to put one’s confidence in

A. Not to be placed in:

Weapons … Ps. 44:6

Wealth … Ps. 49:6, 7

Leaders … Ps. 146:3

Humankind … Jer. 17:5

Works … Jer. 48:7

One’s own righteousness … Ezek. 33:13

B. To be placed in:

God’s:

Name … Ps. 33:21

Word … Ps. 119:42

Christ … Matt. 12:17–21

C. Benefits of:

Joy … Ps. 5:11

Deliverance … Ps. 22:4, 5

Triumph … Ps. 25:2, 3

God’s goodness … Ps. 31:19

Mercy … Ps. 32:10

Provision … Ps. 37:3, 5

Blessedness … Ps. 40:4

Safety … Ps. 56:4, 11

Usefulness … Ps. 73:28

Guidance … Prov. 3:5, 6

Inheritance … Is. 57:13

Truth—that which agrees with final reality

A. Ascribed to:

God’s Law … Ps. 119:142–160

Christ … John 14:6

Holy Spirit … John 14:17

God’s Word … John 17:17, 19

Gospel … Gal. 2:5, 14

B. Effects of, to:

Make free … John 8:31, 32

Sanctify … John 17:17–19

Purify … 1 Pet. 1:22

Establish … Eph. 4:15

C. Wrong attitudes toward, to:

Change into a lie … Rom. 1:25

Disobey … Rom. 2:8

Walk contrary to … Gal. 2:14

Love not … 2 Thess. 2:10

Believe not … 2 Thess. 2:12

Be destitute of … 1 Tim. 6:5

Never come to … 2 Tim. 3:7

Resist … 2 Tim. 3:8

Turn from … 2 Tim. 4:4

D. Right attitudes toward, to:

Speak … Eph. 4:25

Walk in … 3 John 3, 4

Declare … Acts 26:25

Worship in … John 4:23, 24

Come to … 1 Tim. 2:4

Believe and know … 1 Tim. 4:3

Handle accurately … 2 Tim. 2:15

Obey … 1 Pet. 1:22

Be established … 2 Pet. 1:12

Truthfulness—abiding by the truth

Commanded … Ps. 15:2

Exemplified by Levi … Mal. 2:6

Should characterize Christians … Eph. 4:25

Tryphena—delicate

Woman at Rome commended by Paul … Rom. 16:12

Tryphosa—dainty

Woman at Rome commended by Paul … Rom. 16:12

Tsadde

Eighteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:137–144

Tubal

1. Son of Japheth … Gen. 10:2

2. Tribe associated with Javan and Meshech … Is. 66:19; Ezek. 27:13

In Gog’s army … Ezek. 38:2, 3

Punishment of … Ezek. 32:26, 27

Tubal-Cain—Tubal, the smith

Son of Lamech … Gen. 4:19–22

Tumors

Threatened as a curse … Deut. 28:27

Inflicted upon Philistines … 1 Sam. 5:6–12

Tumult—a confused uproar

Against:

God … Is. 37:29

Christ … Matt. 27:24

Paul … Acts 19:29, 40

Paul pleads innocent of … Acts 24:18

Tunic—an outer garment

Christ’s, seamless … John 19:23

Makers of:

God—for Adam and Eve … Gen. 3:21

Jacob—for Joseph … Gen. 37:3

Dorcas—for wearing … Acts 9:39

Turban—a headdress

Worn by the high priest … Ex. 28:36–39

Inscription “Holiness to the Lord” worn on … Ex. 39:28–31

Worn by Aaron for anointing and on Day of Atonement … Lev. 8:9; Lev. 16:4

Uncovering of, forbidden … Lev. 21:10–12

Removal of, because of sin … Ezek. 21:26

Symbolic restoration of … Zech. 3:5

Turtledove—a dove or pigeon

Migratory bird … Song 2:12

Term of affection … Ps. 74:19

Offering of the poor … Lev. 12:2, 6–8; Luke 2:24

Twelve

Angels … Rev. 21:12

Apostles … Rev. 21:14

Baskets … John 6:13

Bronze bulls … Jer. 52:20

Brothers … Gen. 42:32

Cakes … Lev. 24:5

Cities … 1 Chr. 6:63

Cubits … 1 Kin. 7:15

Foundations … Rev. 21:14

Fruits … Rev. 22:2

Gates … Rev. 21:12

Golden pans … Num. 7:86

Governors … 1 Kin. 4:7

Hours … John 11:9

Legions of angels … Matt. 26:53

Lions … 1 Kin. 10:20

Male goats … Ezra 8:35

Men … Josh. 3:12

Months … Dan. 4:29

Officers … 1 Kin. 4:7

Oxen … 2 Chr. 4:15

Patriarchs … Acts 7:8

Pearls … Rev. 21:21

Pieces … 1 Kin. 11:30

Pillars … Ex. 24:4

Princes … Gen. 17:20

Rods … Num. 17:2

Silver bowls … Num. 7:84

Sons of Jacob … Gen. 35:22

Springs … Num. 33:9

Stars … Rev. 12:1

Stones … 1 Kin. 18:31

Thousand … 2 Sam. 17:1

Thrones … Matt. 19:28

Tribes … Luke 22:30

Wells … Ex. 15:27

Years of age … Luke 2:42

Twins of the Bible

Esau and Jacob … Gen. 25:24–26

Perez and Zerah … Gen. 38:27–30

Two

Lights … Gen. 1:16

Angels … Gen. 19:1

Tablets of stone … Ex. 34:1, 4

Goats … Lev. 16:7, 8

Spies … Josh. 2:1, 4

Wives … 1 Sam. 1:2

Women … 1 Kin. 3:16–28

Evils … Jer. 2:13

Masters … Matt. 6:24

Witnesses … Matt. 18:16

People agreeing … Matt. 18:19, 20

Commandments … Matt. 22:40

Thieves … Matt. 27:38

Mites … Luke 21:2

Covenants … Gal. 4:24

Become one … Eph. 5:31

Hard-pressed from both directions … Phil. 1:23

Tychicus—chance happening

Asian Christian and companion … Acts 20:4

Carried Paul’s letter to Colossians … Col. 4:7

Carried letter to Ephesians … Eph. 6:21, 22

Accompanied Onesimus to his master … Col. 4:7

Later sent to Ephesus by Paul … 2 Tim. 4:12

Types, typology—divine illustration of truth

May be:

Ceremony—Passover … 1 Cor. 5:7

Event—wilderness journeys … 1 Cor. 10:1–11

Institution—priesthood … Heb. 9:11

Person—Adam … Rom. 5:14

Thing—veil … Heb. 10:20

Tyrannus—tyrant

Paul teaches in his school … Acts 19:9

Tyre—a seaport city 25 miles south of Sidon

Ancient city … Josh. 19:29

Noted for commerce … Ezek. 27:1–36

King of, helped Solomon … 1 Kin. 5:1–10

Denounced by prophets … Joel 3:4–6

Fall of predicted … Ezek. 26:1–21; Amos 1:9, 10

Jesus visited … Matt. 15:21–28


U

Ucal—I am strong

Proverbs addressed to … Prov. 30:1

Uel—will of God

Divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:34

Ulai—a river of Elam near Shushan

Scene of Daniel’s visions … Dan. 8:2–16

Ulam—first; leader

Manassite … 1 Chr. 7:16, 17

Ulla—burden

Descendant of Asher … 1 Chr. 7:30, 39

Ummah—association

Asherite town … Josh. 19:24, 30

Unbelief

A. Caused by:

Sin … John 16:9

Satan … John 8:43–47

Evil heart … Heb. 3:12

Honor from one another … John 5:44

Not belonging to Christ … John 10:26

Judicial blindness … John 12:37–40

B. Manifested in:

Questioning God’s Word … Gen. 3:1–6 ; 2 Pet. 3:4, 5

Turning from God … Heb. 3:12

Questioning God’s power … Ps. 78:19, 20

Hating God’s messengers … Acts 7:54, 57

Resisting the Spirit … Acts 7:51, 52

Discounting evidence … John 12:37

Opposing the gospel … 1 Thess. 2:14–16

Rejecting Christ … John 12:48; John 16:9

C. Consequences of, seen in:

Hindering miracles … Matt. 13:58

Exclusion from blessings … Heb. 3:15–19

Condemnation … John 3:18, 19

Rejection … Rom. 11:20

Judgment … John 12:48

Death … John 8:24, 25

Destruction … 2 Thess. 1:8, 9

God’s wrath … John 3:36

D. Those guilty of, described as:

Stiff-necked … Acts 7:51

Uncircumcised … Jer. 6:10

Blinded … Eph. 4:18

Rebels … Num. 17:10

Unbelievers—those who reject Christ

Condemnation of … Mark 16:16

Intermarriage with Christians, forbidden … 2 Cor. 6:14, 15

Uncertainties—things which may or may not happen

A. Caused by:

Unknown future … Prov. 27:1

Divine providence … James 4:13–17

Our lack of knowledge … John 21:18–23

B. Need not affect our:

Assurance … 1 Cor. 9:26

Trust in God … Rom. 4:19–21

Plans … Acts 21:11–15

Uncharitableness—a critical spirit

Condemning others … Matt. 7:1–4; James 4:11, 12

Passing false judgments … Luke 7:39

Assuming superior holiness … John 8:1–11

Not forgiving readily … Luke 15:25–32; 2 Cor. 2:6–11

Imputing evil to others … 1 Sam. 1:14–17

Uncircumcised—not circumcised, spiritually impure

A. Descriptive of:

Gentiles … Gal. 2:7

Unregenerate state … Col. 2:13

Unregenerate Jews and Gentiles … Jer. 9:25, 26

B. State of, in the Old Testament, excludes from:

Passover … Ex. 12:48

Land … Josh. 5:6, 7

Sanctuary … Ezek. 44:7, 9

Holy city … Is. 52:1

C. State of, in the New Testament:

Has no spiritual value … Gal. 5:6

Need not be changed … 1 Cor. 7:18, 19

Explained … Rom. 2:25–29

Unclean—that which is defiled

A. Descriptive of:

Men and women … Lev. 15:1–33; Deut. 23:10

Not of the Lord … Is. 52:1

Person … Eph. 5:5

Sons of Israel … Lev. 16:16

B. Transformation of, by:

Purification … Is. 6:5–7

Separation … 2 Cor. 6:17

Knowledge in Jesus … Rom. 14:14

Prayer … 1 Tim. 4:3–5

See Clean; Pollute; Sanitation and hygiene

Unconditional surrender

Required by Christ … Luke 14:26, 27

As sacrifice … Rom. 12:1

Undefiled—untainted

Such persons are blessed … Ps. 119:1

Christ is … Heb. 7:26

Describes marriage act … Heb. 13:4

Applied to true religion … James 1:27

Our inheritance thus called … 1 Pet. 1:4

Understanding—knowing things in their right relationship

A. Means of, by:

God’s:

Gift … 1 Kin. 3:9–12

Revelation … Rom. 1:20

Word … Ps. 119:104, 130

Books … Dan. 9:2, 23

Holy Spirit … Ex. 31:3

Christ … 1 John 5:20

Prayer … Ps. 119:34–125

Departing from evil … Job 28:28

Faith … Heb. 11:3

Enlightening … Eph. 1:18

Interpretation … Neh. 8:2–13

Explanation … Luke 24:45

Reproof … Prov. 15:32

Later event … Ps. 73:17

B. Limitations on, by:

Unbelief … John 8:43

Unregeneracy … Eph. 4:18

Spiritual blindness … Is. 6:9, 10

Judicial punishment … Is. 44:18, 19

Difficulties … 2 Pet. 3:16

Unfruitfulness—not producing good fruit

A. Caused by:

Unfaithfulness … Is. 5:1–7

Worldliness … James 4:1–4

Negligence … Luke 19:20–27

B. Punished by:

God’s judgments … Matt. 3:10

Rejection:

Now … John 15:2, 4, 6

Hereafter … Heb. 6:8

Ungodliness, ungodly—the morally corrupt

A. Described as:

Prospering in the world … Ps. 73:12

Growing worse … 2 Tim. 2:16

Perverting God’s grace … Jude 4

Abounding in the last days … Jude 18

Christ died for … Rom. 5:6

B. Judgments upon, by:

Flood … 2 Pet. 2:5, 6

Law … 1 Tim. 1:9

God’s decree … Jude 4

God’s revelation … Rom. 1:18

Christ’s return … Jude 14, 15

World’s end … 2 Pet. 3:7

Final judgment … Ps. 1:4–6

Unintentionally—without premeditation

Concerning an innocent killer … Josh. 20:3–5

Union

Of:

Godhead … John 17:21, 22

Christ and believers … John 15:1–7

God and humankind … Acts 17:28, 29

Humankind … Acts 17:26

Satan and the unsaved … John 8:44

Believers in prayer … Matt. 18:19, 20

See Oneness

Union with Christ

A. Compared to:

Head and the body … Eph. 4:15, 16

Marriage bond … Eph. 5:23, 30

Building … Eph. 2:21, 22

Parts of the body … 1 Cor. 12:12, 27

Vine and branches … John 15:4, 5

Food and the body … John 6:56, 57

B. Illustrated in the “togethers”:

Crucified … Rom. 6:6

Buried … Rom. 6:4

Made alive … Eph. 2:5

Sitting … Eph. 2:6

Suffering … Rom. 8:17

Reigning … 2 Tim. 2:12

Glorified … Rom. 8:17

C. Manifested in, oneness:

Of mind … 1 Cor. 2:16

Of spirit … 1 Cor. 6:17

In suffering … Phil. 3:10

In worship … 1 Cor. 10:16, 17

In ministry … 2 Cor. 5:18–21

Unity of believers

A. Based upon:

Indwelling Spirit … 1 Cor. 3:16, 17; 1 Cor. 6:19

New birth … 2 Cor. 5:17

Union with Christ … 2 Cor. 13:5

B. Expressed by oneness of:

Mind … 1 Pet. 3:8

Unity of Spirit … Ps. 133:1–3

Faith … Eph. 4:4–6

Fellowship … Acts 2:42–47

Concern … 1 Cor. 12:25, 26

C. Consistent with such differences as:

Physical … 1 Pet. 3:1–7

Social … Eph. 6:5–9

Mental … 1 Cor. 1:26–29

Unjust

Described as:

Abomination … Prov. 29:27

Recipient of God’s blessings … Matt. 5:45

Christ died for … 1 Pet. 3:18

Unknown god

Altar to … Acts 17:22, 23

Unleavened bread

Used in the Passover … Ex. 12:8–20; Mark 14:1, 12

Typical of Christians … 1 Cor. 5:7, 8

Unmercifulness—lacking mercy

Shown by Simeon and Levi … Gen. 34:25–31

By Pharaoh … Ex. 5:4–19

By creditor … Matt. 18:28–30

Unni—answering is with Yahweh

Levite musician … 1 Chr. 15:18

Unpardonable sin

Sin not forgivable … Matt. 12:31, 32; Luke 12:10

Unrest—a state of agitation

Of the nations … Luke 21:25, 26

Of the wicked … Is. 57:20

Remedy given by Christ … Matt. 11:28

Antidote for … Phil. 4:7

Unrighteousness—wickedness

A. Attitude toward, by the wicked, they:

Suppress the truth in … Rom. 1:18

Are filled with … Rom. 1:29

Obey it … Rom. 2:8

Love the wages of … 2 Pet. 2:15

Take pleasure in … 2 Thess. 2:12

Receive the wages of … 2 Pet. 2:13

Shall not inherit the kingdom … 1 Cor. 6:9

B. Relation of believers toward:

They are cleansed from … 1 John 1:9

God is merciful toward their … Heb. 8:12

Must not fellowship with … 2 Cor. 6:14

All the world guilty … Rom. 3:1–20

Unselfishness—not putting self first

A. Christ, an example of, in His:

Mission … John 6:38

Suffering … Matt. 26:39, 42

Concern … John 19:26, 27

Death … Phil. 2:5–8

B. In the believer, prompted by:

Christ’s example … Phil. 2:3–8

Love … 1 Cor. 13:4, 5

Concern … 1 Cor. 10:23–33

Christian service … Phil. 2:25–30

Sacrifice … Rev. 12:11

C. Examples of:

Abram … Gen. 13:8–12

Moses … Num. 14:12–29

Gideon … Judg. 8:22, 23

Jonathan … 1 Sam. 18:4

David … 1 Chr. 21:17

Nehemiah … Neh. 5:14–19

Daniel … Dan. 5:17

Christians … Acts 4:34, 35

Paul … 1 Cor. 9:19–23

Onesiphorus … 2 Tim. 1:16–18

Untempered mortar—whitewash

Figurative of false prophets … Ezek. 13:10, 14

Unwittingly—without premeditation

Concerning an innocent killer … Josh. 20:3–5

Unworldliness—a heavenly frame of mind

A. Negatively expressed in, not:

Loving the world … 1 John 2:15–17

Fellowshipping with evil … 2 Cor. 6:14–18

Mixing in worldly affairs … 2 Tim. 2:4

B. Positively expressed in:

Seeking God’s kingdom first … Matt. 6:33, 34

Living for Jesus … Gal. 2:20

Becoming a living sacrifice … Rom. 12:1, 2

Having a heavenly mind … Col. 3:1, 2

Looking for Jesus … Titus 2:11–15

Looking to Jesus … Heb. 12:1, 2

Unworthiness—not being fit; lacking merit

A. Caused by a sense of:

Failure … Gen. 32:10

Social difference … 1 Sam. 18:18, 23

Unworthiness—continued

Sin … Luke 15:19, 21

Inferiority … John 1:27

B. Examples of:

Moses … Ex. 4:10

Centurion … Matt. 8:8

Peter … Luke 5:8

Paul … 1 Cor. 15:9

Upharsin—and divided

Interpreted by Daniel … Dan. 5:5, 25, 28

Uphaz

Unidentified place of fine gold … Jer. 10:9

Upper room—chamber, usually built on a roof

Ahaziah fell from … 2 Kin. 1:2

Ahaz’s … 2 Kin. 23:12

Disciples prepared for Christ … Mark 14:14–16

Dorcas placed in … Acts 9:36, 37

Paul preached in … Acts 20:7, 8

Uprightness—character approved by God

A. Descriptive of:

God’s nature … Is. 26:7

Man’s state … Eccl. 7:29

The devout … Job 1:1, 8

B. Of God, manifested in His:

Works … Ps. 111:8

Judgments … Ps. 119:137

Delights … 1 Chr. 29:17

C. Blessings of, for saints:

Temporal blessings … Ps. 84:11

Lord’s blessings … Ps. 11:7

Prosperity … Prov. 14:11

Deliverance … Prov. 11:3, 6, 11

Salvation … Ps. 7:10

God’s presence … Ps. 140:13

Light in darkness … Ps. 112:4

Answered prayer … Prov. 15:8

Righteousness … Ps. 36:10

Joy … Ps. 32:11

Glory … Ps. 64:10

Final dominion … Ps. 49:14

D. Attitude of wicked toward, they:

Are devoid of … Hab. 2:4

Leave the path of … Prov. 2:13

Hate … Prov. 29:10

Persecute … Ps. 37:14

Laugh to scorn … Job 12:4

Ur—flame

Father of Eliphal … 1 Chr. 11:35

Called Ahasbai … 2 Sam. 23:34

Ur of the Chaldeans

City of Abram’s early life … Gen. 11:28–31; Gen. 15:7

Located in Mesopotamia by Stephen … Acts 7:2, 4

Urbanus—polite

Christian … Rom. 16:9

Uri—an abbreviation of Urijah

1. Father of Bezalel … 1 Chr. 2:20

2. Father of Geber … 1 Kin. 4:19

3. Divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:24

Uriah—Yahweh is light

1. Hittite and one of David’s warriors … 2 Sam. 23:39

Condemned to death by David … 2 Sam. 11:1–27

2. Priest … Ezra 8:33

Uriel—God is light

1. Kohathite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:22, 24

2. Man of Gibeah … 2 Chr. 13:2

Urijah—Yahweh is light

1. High priest in Ahaz’s time … 2 Kin. 16:10–16

2. Postexilic priest … Neh. 3:4, 21

3. Prophet in Jeremiah’s time … Jer. 26:20–23

4. Stands with Ezra … Neh. 8:4

Urim and Thummim—lights and perfections

Placed in the breastplate of the high priest … Ex. 28:30

Method of consulting God … Num. 27:21; 1 Sam. 14:3–37

Use of, confined to priests … Deut. 33:8

Answer by, refused … 1 Sam. 28:6

Usurpation—seizing authority illegally

A. Methods of, by:

Intrigue … 2 Sam. 15:1–12

Defying God’s Law … 1 Sam. 13:8–14

Changing God’s worship … 2 Kin. 16:10–17

Conspiracy … 1 Kin. 15:27, 28

Assuming dictatorial rights … 3 John 9, 10

B. Consequences of, seen in:

Defeat and death … 2 Kin. 11:1–6

Another conspiracy … 2 Kin. 15:10–15

Defeat and conditional forgiveness … 1 Kin. 1:5–53

C. Spirit of, manifested in:

Human transgression … Gen. 3:1–7 

Satan’s fall … Is. 14:12–14

Antichrist’s desire … 2 Thess. 2:3, 4; Rev. 13:1–18

Utensils, kitchen

Bowls … Amos 6:6

Platter … Matt. 14:11

Jar … 1 Kin. 17:12

Cup and dish … Matt. 23:25

Fleshhooks … 1 Sam. 2:13, 14

Iron pan … Ezek. 4:3

Kettle (pot) … 1 Sam. 2:14

Kneading bowls … Ex. 8:3

Millstones … Is. 47:2

Pan … Lev. 2:5

Uthai—Yahweh is help

1. Judahite … 1 Chr. 9:4

2. Postexilic returnee … Ezra 8:14

Uz—firmness

1. Descendant of Shem … Gen. 10:23

2. Descendant of Seir … Gen. 36:28

3. Place in south Edom; residence of Job … Job 1:1

Uzai—hoped for

Father of Palal … Neh. 3:25

Uzal

Son of Joktan … Gen. 10:27

Uzza, Uzzah—strength

1. Son of Shimei … 1 Chr. 6:29

2. Descendant of Ehud … 1 Chr. 8:7

3. Head of a returning temple servant family … Ezra 2:49

4. Name of a garden … 2 Kin. 21:18, 26

5. Son of Abinadab struck down for touching the ark of the covenant … 2 Sam. 6:3–11

Uzzen Sheerah—top of Sheerah

Town built by Sheerah, Ephraim’s daughter … 1 Chr. 7:24

Uzzi—my strength

1. Descendant of Aaron … 1 Chr. 6:5, 51

2. Descendant of Issachar … 1 Chr. 7:1–3

3. Son of Bela … 1 Chr. 7:7

4. Levite overseer … Neh. 11:22

5. Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:19, 42

Uzzia—my strength is Yahweh

One of David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 11:44

Uzziah—my strength is Yahweh

1. Kohathite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:24

2. Father of Jehonathan … 1 Chr. 27:25

3. King of Judah, called Azariah … 2 Kin. 14:21; 2 Kin. 15:1–7

Reigned 52 years … 2 Kin. 15:1, 2

Reigned righteously … 2 Chr. 26:4, 5

Conquered the Philistines … 2 Chr. 26:6–8

Strengthened Jerusalem … 2 Chr. 26:9

Developed agriculture … 2 Chr. 26:10

Usurped priestly function; stricken with leprosy … 2 Chr. 26:16–21

Life of, written by Isaiah … 2 Chr. 26:22, 23

Earthquake in the days of … Amos 1:1

Death of, time of Isaiah’s vision … Is. 6:1

4. Priest who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:19, 21

5. Judahite … Neh. 11:4

Uzziel—God is my strength

1. Levite, son of Kohath and family head … Ex. 6:18, 22

2. Son of Bela … 1 Chr. 7:7

3. Simeonite captain … 1 Chr. 4:41–43

4. Levite musician … 1 Chr. 25:3, 4

5. Levite assisting in Hezekiah’s reforms … 2 Chr. 29:14–19

6. Goldsmith working on Jerusalem’s wall … Neh. 3:8


V

Vagabond—an aimless wanderer

Curse on Cain … Gen. 4:12, 14

Curse upon the wicked … Ps. 109:10

Vain—empty; useless

A. Applied to physical things:

Beauty … Prov. 31:30

Life … Eccl. 6:12

Adornment … Jer. 4:30

Healing … Jer. 46:11

Protection … 1 Sam. 25:21

Safety … Ps. 33:17

World’s creation … Is. 45:18, 19

B. Applied to spiritual things:

Idolatry … Acts 14:15

Serving God … Mal. 3:14

Babblings … 2 Tim. 2:16

C. Applied to possibilities:

God’s grace … 1 Cor. 15:10

Christ’s death … Gal. 2:21

Scriptures … James 4:5

Faith … 1 Cor. 15:2–17

Worship … Is. 45:19

Labor … 1 Thess. 3:5

Reception … 1 Thess. 2:1, 2

Sufferings … Gal. 3:4

See Futile

Vajezatha—son of the atmosphere

One of Haman’s sons … Esth. 9:9

Valley Gate

Entrance into Jerusalem … Neh. 2:13

Valley of dry bones

Vision of Ezekiel … Ezek. 37:1–14

Valley, the King’s

A valley near Jerusalem … Gen. 14:17–20

Site of Absalom’s monument … 2 Sam. 18:18

Vaniah—Yahweh is praise

Divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:36

Various—of all kinds

Colors … Ezek. 17:3

Diseases … Luke 4:40

Doctrines … Heb. 13:9

Lusts … Titus 3:3

Miracles … Heb. 2:4

Times … Heb. 1:1

Trials … James 1:2

Washings … Heb. 9:10

Vashti—beautiful woman

Queen of Ahasuerus, deposed and divorced … Esth. 1:9–22

Veal

Prepared for King Saul … 1 Sam. 28:21–25

Vegetables—plants grown for food

Part of God’s creation … Gen. 1:11, 12 

Controversy regarding … Rom. 14:1–23

Preferred by Daniel … Dan. 1:12, 16

Veil, the sacred

A. Features regarding:

Made by divine command … Ex. 26:31, 32

Used to separate the holy and Most Holy … Ex. 26:33

Means of concealing the divine Person … Ex. 40:3

In the temple also … 2 Chr. 3:14

Torn at Christ’s death … Matt. 27:51

B. Entrance through:

By the high priest alone … Heb. 9:6, 7

On Day of Atonement only … Heb. 9:7

Taking blood … Heb. 9:7

C. Figurative of:

Old Testament dispensation … Heb. 9:8

Christ’s flesh … Heb. 10:20

Access now into God’s presence … Heb. 10:19–22

Veil—head covering

A. Literal uses of:

For modesty … Gen. 24:65

For adornment … Is. 3:19

To conceal identity … Gen. 38:14

To soften the divine glory of God … Ex. 34:33–35

B. Figurative of:

Coming of the Lord … Is. 25:7

Turning to the Lord … 2 Cor. 3:14–16

Vengeance—retribution as a punishment

A. Belonging to God, as:

Judgment upon sin … Jer. 11:20–23

Right not to be taken by humankind … Ezek. 25:12–17; Heb. 10:30

Set time … Jer. 46:9, 10

B. Visitation of, by God, at:

Nation’s fall … Jer. 51:6, 11, 36

Christ’s first coming … Is. 35:4–10

Jerusalem’s destruction … Luke 21:22

Sodom’s destruction … Jude 7

Christ’s return … 2 Thess. 1:8

See Revenge

Ventriloquism—appearing to speak from another source

From the dust … Is. 29:4

Verdict—a judicial decision

Unjustly rendered … Luke 23:13–26

Pronounced by hypocrites … John 8:1–11

Vermilion—a brilliant red color

Ceiling painted with … Jer. 22:14

Vessels—hollow utensils for holding things

A. Made of:

Wood or stone … Ex. 7:19

Gold and silver … Dan. 5:2

Clay … Rom. 9:21

Bronze … Ezra 8:27

B. Of the tabernacle:

Under care of Levites … Num. 3:31, 32

Carried away into Babylon … 2 Chr. 36:18

Belshazzar uses in feast … Dan. 5:1–4

Returned to Jerusalem … Ezra 1:7–11

C. Figurative of:

Humankind … Rom. 9:21–23

Human weakness … 2 Cor. 4:7

Believers … 2 Tim. 2:20, 21

Person’s body or wife … 1 Thess. 4:4

Chosen person … Acts 9:15

Vex—to irritate

Caused by nagging … Judg. 16:16

See Harass; Distress

Vicarious suffering of Christ

A. Expressed in Old Testament, by:

Types … Gen. 22:7, 8, 13

Explicit prophecies … Is. 53:1–12; Acts 8:32–35

B. Expressed in the New Testament, by:

John the Baptist … John 1:29

Christ Himself … Mark 10:45

Peter … 1 Pet. 1:18, 19

John … 1 John 3:16

Paul … Gal. 2:20

Hebrews … Heb. 2:9, 17

Victory—attaining the mastery over

A. Of Christ:

Promised … Ps. 110:1–7

Accompanied by suffering … Is. 53:10–12

By resurrection … Acts 2:29–36

By His return … Rev. 19:11–21

B. Of Christians:

Through Christ … Phil. 4:13

By the Holy Spirit … Gal. 5:16, 17, 22, 25

Over:

Flesh … Gal. 5:16–21

World … 1 John 5:4

Satan … James 4:7

Vigor in old age

Moses at 120 … Deut. 34:7

Caleb at 85 … Josh. 14:10–13

Jehoiada at 130 … 2 Chr. 24:15, 16

Vileness—the state of physical or moral corruption

Used of:

Something insignificant … Job 40:4

Human corruption … Judg. 19:24

See Rotten; Filthy

Village—a settlement

Of the Samaritans … Luke 9:52

Vine, vineyard

A. Features regarding:

Grown by Noah … Gen. 9:20

Vine, vineyard—continued

Native of Palestine … Deut. 6:11

Reaping of, by poor … 2 Kin. 25:12

Fruit of, God’s gift … Ps. 107:37

Pruning of, necessary … Lev. 25:3, 4

Dead branches burned … John 15:5, 6

B. Enemies of:

Hail and frost … Ps. 78:47

Foxes … Song 2:15

Boars … Ps. 80:13

Thieves … Jer. 49:9

Stones … Is. 5:2

Sloth … Prov. 24:30, 31

C. Laws concerning:

Care of, exempts from military service … Deut. 20:6

Diverse seed forbidden in … Deut. 22:9

Neighbors may eat of … Deut. 23:24

No cultivation of, during Sabbatical year … Ex. 23:11

Second gathering of, forbidden … Lev. 19:10

New, five years’ waiting … Lev. 19:23–25

Nazirites forbidden to eat of … Num. 6:3, 4

Rechabites forbidden to plant … Jer. 35:7–9

Not to be mortgaged … Neh. 5:3, 4

D. Figurative of:

Jewish nation … Is. 5:1–7

Growth in grace … Hos. 14:7

Purifying afflictions … John 15:1, 2

Peacefulness … 1 Kin. 4:25

Worthlessness … John 15:2, 6

Fruitful wife … Ps. 128:3

God’s kingdom … Matt. 20:1–16

Vinedresser

Poor made to be … 2 Kin. 25:12

Vinegar—wine or strong drink fermented

Figurative of agitation … Prov. 25:20

Hard on teeth … Prov. 10:26

Forbidden to Nazirites … Num. 6:3

Offered to Christ in mockery … Ps. 69:21

Viper—a deadly snake

Figurative of spiritual transformation … Is. 11:8

Figurative of Dan’s treachery … Gen. 49:17

Jewish leaders compared to … Matt. 3:7

Paul bitten by … Acts 28:3–5

Virgin—a woman untouched sexually

Penalty for seduction of … Deut. 22:28, 29

Parable of ten … Matt. 25:1–13

Specifications regarding … 1 Cor. 7:28–38

Christ born of … Luke 1:26–35

Figurative of Christians … Rev. 14:4

Virgin conception

Prophesied … Is. 7:14

Christ conceived of Holy Spirit … Matt. 1:18; Luke 1:26–35

Born of virgin … Matt. 1:19–25

Visions—divine revelations

A. Characteristics of:

Understandable … Dan. 7:15–19

Authenticated by divine glory … Ezek. 8:1–4

Personal and phenomenal … Dan. 10:7–9

Prophetic … Dan. 9:23–27

Dated and localized … Ezek. 1:1–3

Causes trembling and dread … Dan. 10:7–17

Meaning of, interpreted … Dan. 9:21–24

Absence of, tragic … Prov. 29:18

Performances of, sure … Ezek. 12:21–28

Proof of messianic times … Joel 2:28; Acts 2:17

Imitated by false prophets … Jer. 14:14

B. Productive of:

Guidance … Gen. 46:2–5

Direction … Acts 16:9, 10

Encouragement … Acts 18:9, 10

Warning … Is. 21:2–6

Judgment … 1 Sam. 3:15–18

Action for the Lord … Acts 26:19, 20

C. Objects of, revealed in:

Israel’s future … Gen. 15:1–21

Succession of world empires … Dan. 7:1–8

Ram … Dan. 8:1–7, 20

Expanding river … Ezek. 47:1–12

Throne of God … Rev. 4:1–11

Visit, visitation—to go to see a person

Descriptive of:

Going to a person … Acts 15:36

God’s care … Ps. 65:9

God’s purposed time … Luke 19:44

Voice of God, the

A. Importance of:

Must be obeyed … Gen. 3:1–19 

Disobedience to, judged … Jer. 42:5–22

Obedience to, the essence of true religion … 1 Sam. 15:19–24

Obedience to, rewarded … Gen. 22:6–18

Sign of the covenant … Josh. 24:24, 25

B. Heard by:

Adam … Gen. 3:9, 10

Moses … Ex. 19:19

Israel … Deut. 5:22–26

Samuel … 1 Sam. 3:1–14

Elijah … 1 Kin. 19:12, 13

Isaiah … Is. 6:8–10

Ezekiel … Ezek. 1:24, 25; Ezek. 2:1

Christ … Mark 1:11

Peter, James, and John … Matt. 17:1, 5

Paul … Acts 9:4, 7

John … Rev. 1:10–15

Vomit—to discharge with force or violence

A. Used literally of:

Dog … Prov. 26:11

One who eats in excess … Prov. 25:16

Drunken man … Is. 19:14

Great fish … Jon. 2:10

B. Used figuratively of:

False teaching … 2 Pet. 2:22

Judgment … Jer. 48:25, 26

Riches … Job 20:15

Vophsi—rich

Naphtalite spy … Num. 13:14

Vow—a voluntary pledge to fulfill an agreement

A. Objects of one’s:

Life … Num. 6:1–21

Children … 1 Sam. 1:11–28

Possessions … Gen. 28:22

Gifts … Ps. 76:11

B. Features concerning:

Must be voluntary … Deut. 23:21, 22

Must be uttered … Deut. 23:23

Once made, binding … Eccl. 5:4, 5

Benefits of, sometimes included … Gen. 28:20–22

Invalidity of, specified … Num. 30:1–16

Abuse of, condemned … Matt. 15:4–6

Rashness in, condemned … Prov. 20:25

Perfection in, required … Lev. 22:18–25

Wickedness of some … Jer. 44:25

Voyage—an extended trip

Paul’s to Rome … Acts 27:10

Vulture—a carrion-eating bird of prey

Classed as unclean … Lev. 11:13, 18


W

Wafers—thin cakes of flour

Often made with honey … Ex. 16:31

Used in various offerings … Ex. 29:2; Lev. 2:4

Wages, hire—payments for work performed

A. Principles governing payment of:

Must be paid promptly … Deut. 24:14, 15

Withholding of, forbidden … James 5:4

B. Paid to such classes as:

Soldiers … 2 Sam. 10:6

Fishermen … Mark 1:20

Shepherds … John 10:12, 13

Masons and carpenters … 2 Chr. 24:12

Farm laborers … Matt. 20:1–16

Male prostitutes … Deut. 23:18

Wet nurses … Ex. 2:9

Ministers … 1 Cor. 9:4–14

Teachers … Gal. 6:6, 7

Gospel messengers … Luke 10:7

C. Figurative of:

Spiritual death … Rom. 6:23

Unrighteousness … 2 Pet. 2:15

Reward … John 4:36

See Hire

Wailing—crying out in constant mourning

A. Caused by:

King’s decree … Esth. 4:3

City’s destruction … Ezek. 27:31, 32

God’s judgment … Amos 5:16, 17

Girl’s death … Mark 5:38–42

Christ’s return … Rev. 1:7

Hell’s torments … Matt. 13:42, 50

B. Performed by:

Women … Jer. 9:17–20

Prophets … Mic. 1:8

Merchants … Rev. 18:15, 19

See Mourning

Waist

A. Used literally of:

Hips … Gen. 37:34; Ex. 28:42

B. Used figuratively of:

Commitment to spiritual truth … Eph. 6:14

Waiting on the Lord

A. Agents of:

Creatures … Ps. 145:15

Creation … Rom. 8:19, 23

Gentiles … Is. 51:5

Christians … 1 Cor. 1:7

B. Manner of:

With the soul … Ps. 62:1, 5

With quietness … Lam. 3:25, 26

With patience … Ps. 40:1

With courage … Ps. 27:14

All the day … Ps. 25:5

Continually … Hos. 12:6

With great hope … Ps. 130:5, 6

With crying … Ps. 69:3

C. Objects of God’s:

Salvation … Is. 25:9

Law … Is. 42:4

Protection … Ps. 33:20

Pardon … Ps. 39:7, 8

Food … Ps. 104:27

Kingdom … Mark 15:43

Holy Spirit … Acts 1:4

Son … 1 Thess. 1:10

D. Blessings attending, described as:

Spiritual renewal … Is. 40:31

Not be ashamed … Ps. 69:6

Inherit the land … Ps. 37:9, 34

Something unusual … Is. 64:4

Unusual blessing … Luke 12:36, 37

Walk of believers

A. Stated negatively, not:

In darkness … John 8:12

After the flesh … Rom. 8:1, 4

As Gentiles … Eph. 4:17

In craftiness … 2 Cor. 4:2

In sin … Col. 3:5–7

In disorder … 2 Thess. 3:6, 11

B. Stated positively:

In the light … 1 John 1:7

In the truth … 3 John 3, 4

In Christ … Col. 2:6

In the Spirit … Gal. 5:16, 25

In love … Eph. 5:2

As children of light … Eph. 5:8

As Christ walked … 1 John 2:6

After His commandments … 2 John 6

By faith … 2 Cor. 5:7

In good works … Eph. 2:10

Worthy … Eph. 4:1

Worthy of the Lord … Col. 1:10

Worthy of God … 1 Thess. 2:12

Circumspectly … Eph. 5:15

In wisdom … Col. 4:5

Pleasing God … 1 Thess. 4:1

Wall—a rampart or partition

A. Used for:

Shooting arrows from … 2 Sam. 11:24

Observation … 2 Sam. 18:24

B. Unusual events connected with:

Woman lives on … Josh. 2:15

Jericho’s, falls by faith … Josh. 6:5, 20

Saul’s body fastened to … 1 Sam. 31:10, 11

Woman throws stone from … 2 Sam. 11:20, 21

27,000 killed by … 1 Kin. 20:30

Son sacrificed on … 2 Kin. 3:27

Warning inscribed on … Dan. 5:5, 25–28

Paul escapes through … Acts 9:25

C. Figurative of:

Defense … 1 Sam. 25:16

Protection … Ezra 9:9

Great power … Ps. 18:29

Peacefulness … Ps. 122:7

Self-sufficiency … Prov. 18:11

Powerlessness … Prov. 25:28

Salvation … Is. 26:1

God’s kingdom … Is. 56:5

Heaven … Is. 60:18–21

Spiritual leaders … Is. 62:6

God’s messengers … Jer. 1:18, 19

Protection … Zech. 2:5

Hypocrisy … Acts 23:3

Ceremonial law … Eph. 2:14

New Jerusalem … Rev. 21:12–19

D. Of Jerusalem:

Built by Solomon … 1 Kin. 3:1

Broken down by Jehoash … 2 Kin. 14:13

Destroyed by Babylonians … 2 Chr. 36:19

Seen at night by Nehemiah … Neh. 2:12–18

Rebuilt by returnees … Neh. 6:1, 6, 15

Dedication of … Neh. 12:27–47

Wallow—to roll about in an ungainly manner

In:

Blood … 2 Sam. 20:12

Vomit … Jer. 48:26

Ashes … Jer. 6:26

Mire … 2 Pet. 2:22

On the ground … Mark 9:20

Wandering—roaming about

A. Descriptive of:

Hagar’s travels … Gen. 21:14

Israel’s wilderness travels … Num. 32:13

God’s pilgrims … Heb. 11:37, 38

Captivity … Hos. 9:17

Joseph in the field … Gen. 37:15

Early saints … Heb. 11:38

B. Figurative of:

Apostasy … Ps. 119:10

Dissatisfaction … Prov. 27:8

Hopelessness … Jude 13

Wanderer—one who moves about aimlessly

Curse on Cain … Gen. 4:12, 14

Curse on the wicked … Ps. 109:10

Professional exorcists called … Acts 19:13

Want—to lack

A. Caused by:

Hastiness … Prov. 21:5

Greed … Prov. 22:16

Sloth … Prov. 24:30–34

Debauchery … Dan. 5:27

B. Provision against, by:

Trusting the Lord … Ps. 23:1

God’s plan … Jer. 33:17, 18

See Lack

Wantonness—lustful behavior

In suggestive movements … Is. 3:16

Characteristic of doctrinal laxity … 2 Pet. 2:18

Unbecoming to a Christian … Rom. 13:13

War—armed conflict between nations

A. Caused by:

Sin … James 4:1, 2

God’s judgments … 2 Sam. 12:10

God’s decree … Ex. 17:16

B. Regulations concerning:

Consultation of:

Urim … 1 Sam. 28:6

Ephod … 1 Sam. 30:7, 8

Prophets … 1 Kin. 22:7–28

Troops mustered … Judg. 3:27

Some dismissed … Deut. 20:5–8

Spies dispatched … Num. 13:17

Ark brought in … 1 Sam. 4:4–6

Sacrifice offered … 1 Sam. 7:8, 9

Speech delivered … 2 Chr. 20:20–22

Demand made for surrender … Deut. 20:10

Trumpet sounded … Num. 10:9

C. Methods of attack, by:

Ambush … Josh. 8:3–26

Surprise … Judg. 7:16–22

Personal combat of champions … 1 Sam. 17:1–51

Divided tactics … 2 Sam. 10:9–14

Massed formation … 1 Kin. 22:31–33

Battle cry … Jer. 4:19

D. Captives of:

Sometimes killed … Josh. 6:21

Made servants … 2 Sam. 8:2

Ruled over … 2 Sam. 5:2

Deported … 2 Kin. 17:6

See Siege of a city

Wardrobe—one’s clothing

Woman’s … Is. 3:18–23

Directions concerning … 1 Pet. 3:3–5

Keeper of … 2 Kin. 22:14

Wares—articles of merchandise; goods

Gather up in preparation for exile … Jer. 10:17, 18

Sold in Tyre … Ezek. 27:1–27

Warfare, spiritual

A. Enemies combatted:

World … James 4:1–4

Flesh … 1 Pet. 4:1–4

Devil … 1 Pet. 5:8

Invisible foes … Eph. 6:12

B. Conquest over, by:

God’s Word … Eph. 6:17

God’s armor … Eph. 6:10–17

Faith … 1 John 5:4, 5

Christ’s promise … John 16:33

Weapons, God-empowered … 2 Cor. 10:4

C. Soldiers of, must:

Avoid worldly entanglements … 2 Tim. 2:4

Pray … Eph. 6:18

Deny self … 1 Cor. 9:25–27

Endure hardness … 2 Tim. 2:3, 10

Be self-controlled … 1 Thess. 5:6

Be alert … 1 Cor. 16:13

Wear armor … Eph. 6:11

Warning—to caution one concerning his or her action

A. Means of, by:

God’s Word … Ps. 19:9–11

Prophet … Ezek. 3:17–27

Messenger … Acts 20:31

Dream … Matt. 2:12, 22

Angel … Acts 10:22

God … Heb. 11:7

B. Reactions to:

Obeyed … Jon. 3:1–10

Accepted … Heb. 11:7

Ignored … 2 Sam. 2:20–23

Rejected … Gen. 2:16, 17

Scoffed at … Gen. 19:14

Disobeyed … Num. 14:40–45

C. Disobedience to, brings:

Judgment … Jude 6, 7

Torments … Luke 16:23–28

Destruction … Prov. 29:1

Wash—to cleanse something with a liquid

A. Kinds of:

Ceremonial … Ex. 30:18–20

Miraculous … John 9:7, 11, 15

Demonstrative … John 13:5–14

Symbolic … Matt. 27:24

Typical … Ps. 51:2, 7

Spiritual … Acts 22:16

Regenerative … Titus 3:5

B. Materials used:

Water … Gen. 24:32

Tears … Luke 7:38, 44

Snow … Job 9:30

Symbolically:

Wine … Gen. 49:11

Blood … Ps. 58:10

C. Objects of:

Hands … Matt. 27:24

Face … Gen. 43:31

Feet … Gen. 18:4

Body … 2 Sam. 11:2

Clothes … 2 Sam. 19:24

Wounds … Acts 16:33

Robes … Rev. 7:14

See Purification

Washpot

Moab described as God’s … Ps. 60:6–8

Waste—a state of ruin

A. Objects of:

Cities … Ezek. 19:7

Nations … Nah. 3:7

Possessions … Luke 15:13

Temple … Is. 64:11

Field … Joel 1:10

B. Caused by:

God’s judgments … Amos 7:9

God’s hatred … Mal. 1:3

Squandering … Luke 15:11–32

C. State of:

Lamented … Neh. 2:3, 17

To be corrected … Is. 61:4

Watch—to attend to; guard

The Lord … Gen. 31:49

As guards … 2 Kin. 11:4–7

Watches of day, night—unit of time

Jesus walks on water during fourth … Matt. 14:25

Time of coming … Matt. 24:43; Luke 12:37, 38

Watchmen, spiritual

Set by God … Is. 62:6

Message to … Is. 21:11, 12

Responsibility of … Ezek. 33:1–9

Some are faithful … Ezek. 3:17–21

Some are faithless … Is. 56:10

In vain without the Lord … Ps. 127:1

Leaders in the church … Heb. 13:17

Water

A. Described as:

Living … Jer. 2:13

Cold … Jer. 18:14

Still … Ps. 23:2

Deep … Ps. 69:2, 14

Pools … Ps. 107:35

Mighty … Is. 28:2

Bitter … Num. 5:18–27

B. God’s control over, He:

Creates … Gen. 1:2, 6, 7 

Gives … Ps. 104:13

Blesses the earth with … Is. 55:10

Withholds … Is. 50:2

Reveals His wonders in … Ps. 107:23–32

Sets bounds to … Ps. 104:5–9

C. Miracles connected with:

Changed into blood … Ex. 7:17–25

Divided … Ex. 14:21–29

Bitter made sweet … Ex. 15:22–25

From a rock … Ex. 17:1–7

Jordan divided … Josh. 3:14–17

Consumed by fire … 1 Kin. 18:38

Valley, full of … 2 Kin. 3:16–24

Ax floats on … 2 Kin. 6:5–7

Christ walks on … Mark 6:49–52

Changed into wine … John 2:1–11

Healing of … 2 Kin. 2:19–22

D. Normal uses of, for:

Drinking … Gen. 24:43

Washing … Gen. 18:4

Animals … Ps. 42:1

Vegetation … Deut. 11:10, 11

Sea creatures … Ps. 104:25, 26

E. Special uses of, for:

Cleansing … Ex. 30:18–20; Ex. 40:7–32

Purification … Ex. 19:10

Baptism … Acts 8:36–39

Sanctification … Eph. 5:26

Business … Ps. 107:23

F. Figurative of:

Instability … Gen. 49:4

Cowardice … Josh. 7:5

Spiritual growth … Ps. 1:3





Peace … Ps. 23:2

Afflictions … Is. 43:2

Persecution … Ps. 124:4, 5

Adultery … Prov. 9:17

Universal gospel … Is. 11:9

Salvation … Is. 55:1

Gospel age … Is. 41:17–20

Holy Spirit … Ezek. 47:1–12

Eternal life … Rev. 22:17

Christ … John 4:10–15

Regeneration … John 7:37, 38

G. Cure for:

Doubting commander … 2 Kin. 5:1–15

Afflicted … John 5:1–7

Blind man … John 9:6–11

H. Used for a test:

By Gideon … Judg. 7:4–7

I. Conduit:

Hezekiah builds … 2 Kin. 20:20

Water and blood

From Christ … John 19:34

Water Gate—a gate of Jerusalem

Law is read … Neh. 8:1, 2

Waterproofing—making vessels watertight

By means of:

Pitch … Gen. 6:14

Asphalt and pitch … Ex. 2:3

Waw

Sixth letter in the Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:41–48

Wax—beeswax

Figurative of persecution … Ps. 22:14

Of the wicked before God … Ps. 68:2

Of the mountains … Ps. 97:5

Way (see Highway; Path)

Way, Christ as

Leading to Father … John 14:6

Way, God’s

Right … Hos. 14:9

Just … Dan. 4:37

True … Rev. 15:3

Higher than human … Is. 55:8, 9

Unsearchable … Rom. 11:33

Ways of God’s people

A. With reference to God’s way, to:

Understand … Ps. 119:27

Pray for direction in … Ex. 33:13

Walk in … Deut. 8:6

Remember … Deut. 8:2

Know … Ps. 67:2

Teach to transgressors … Ps. 51:13

Rejoice in … Ps. 119:14

B. God’s attitude toward, He:

Knows … Ps. 1:6

Is acquainted with … Ps. 139:3

Delights in … Ps. 37:23

Leads us in … Ps. 139:24

Teaches … Ps. 25:9, 12

Makes known … Ps. 103:7

Makes perfect … Ps. 18:32

Blesses … Prov. 8:32

C. With reference to our way:

Acknowledge Him in … Prov. 3:6

Commit to the Lord … Ps. 37:5

Makes prosperous … Josh. 1:8

All before God … Ps. 119:168

Teach me … Ps. 143:8

Ways of humankind

Described as:

Perverse before God … Num. 22:32

Hard … Prov. 13:15

Abomination … Prov. 15:9

Not good … Prov. 16:29

Dark … Prov. 2:13

Weak, weakness

A. Kinds of:

Political … 2 Sam. 3:1

Physical … Judg. 16:7, 17; 2 Cor. 11:30

Spiritual … Is. 35:3

Moral … 2 Sam. 3:39; Rom. 8:26

B. Caused by:

Fasting … Ps. 109:24

Discouragement … Neh. 6:9

Sin … 1 Cor. 11:26–30

Discouraging preaching … Jer. 38:4

Conscientious doubts … Rom. 14:1–23

C. Victory over, by:

Christ … 2 Cor. 13:3, 4

Grace … 2 Cor. 12:9, 10

Faith … Heb. 11:33, 34

D. Our duty toward, to:

Bear … Rom. 15:1

Support … Acts 20:35; 1 Cor. 9:22

Not become a stumbling block … 1 Cor. 8:9

E. Our duties with reference to:

Pleasure in … 2 Cor. 12:10

Help those afflicted with … Rom. 15:1

Wealth—riches

A. Descriptive of:

Material possessions … Gen. 34:29

B. Advantages of:

Given by God … Deut. 8:18, 19

Source of security … Prov. 18:11

Adds friends … Prov. 19:4

C. Disadvantages of:

Produces self-sufficiency … Deut. 8:17

Leads to conceit … Job 31:25

Subject to loss … Prov. 13:11

Lost by dissipation … Prov. 5:8–10

Cannot save … Ps. 49:6, 7

Must be left to others … Ps. 49:10

See Riches, earthly

Wean—to accustom a child to independence from the mother’s milk

Celebrated … Gen. 21:8

Figurative of spiritual rest … Ps. 131:2

Weapons, spiritual

Against:

World—faith … 1 John 5:4

Satan—armor of God … Eph. 6:11–17

Flesh—the Spirit … Gal. 5:16–25

Weary—to become tired

A. Caused by:

Journeys … John 4:6

Ritualism … Is. 1:14

Study … Eccl. 12:12

Anxiety … Gen. 27:46

Words … Mal. 2:17

Not speaking … Jer. 20:9

Too frequent visits … Prov. 25:17

B. Overcome by:

Waiting on the Lord … Is. 40:30, 31

Appropriate word … Is. 50:4

God’s promise … Is. 28:12

Persevering faith … Gal. 6:9

Promised ruler … Is. 32:1, 2

Looking to Jesus … Heb. 12:2, 3

Weather

Proverb concerning … Job 37:9–11

Under divine control … 1 Sam. 12:16–19

Signs of … Luke 12:54–57

Weaving—uniting threads to produce cloth

Men endowed in art of … Ex. 35:35

Performed by worthy woman … Prov. 31:13, 19

Figurative of life’s shortness … Job 7:6

See Spinning

Wedding (see Marriage)

Wedge of gold

Stolen by Achan … Josh. 7:20, 21

Weeds

Wrapped around Jonah’s head … Jon. 2:5

Week—seven days

Origin of, early … Gen. 2:1–3 

Used in dating events … Gen. 7:4, 10

One, length of mourning … Gen. 50:10

Part of ceremonial law … Ex. 13:6, 7

Seventy, prophecy of … Dan. 9:24

Christ arose on first day of … Matt. 28:1

Christians worship on first day of … Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2

See Pentecost

Weeks of years

Seven … Lev. 25:8

Seventy … Jer. 25:11; Dan. 9:2

Weeping—intense crying

A. Kinds of:

Rebellious … Num. 11:4–20

Hypocritical … Judg. 14:16, 17

Sincere … 1 Sam. 20:41

Exhausting … 1 Sam. 30:4

Secret … Jer. 13:17

Permanent … Matt. 8:12

Bitter … Matt. 26:75

Divine … John 11:35

Sympathetic … Rom. 12:15

B. Caused by:

Despair … Gen. 21:16

Death … Gen. 50:1

Love … Gen. 29:11

Joy of reunion … Gen. 33:4

Loss of child … Gen. 37:35

Restraint of joy … Gen. 42:24

Hearing God’s Word … Neh. 8:9

C. Cessation of:

After a child’s death … 2 Sam. 12:21–23

In the morning … Ps. 30:5

In eternity … Is. 65:19

After seeing the Lord … John 20:11–18

Weights and measures

A. Monies of the Bible:

Bekah … Ex. 38:26

Gerahs … Ex. 30:13

Mite … Mark 12:42

Denarii … Matt. 18:28

Daric … 1 Chr. 29:7

Drachma … Ezra 2:69

Pieces of silver … Matt. 26:15

Shekel … Ex. 30:24

Shekels of gold … 1 Chr. 21:25

Shekels of silver … 2 Sam. 24:24

Silver … 2 Chr. 21:3

Talents … Matt. 18:24

Talents of bronze … 1 Chr. 29:7

Talents of gold … 1 Chr. 29:4

Talents of iron … 1 Chr. 29:7

Talents of silver … 1 Chr. 29:4

B. Distance or length measurements:

Acre … 1 Sam. 14:14

Cubit … Gen. 6:15

Fathom … Acts 27:28

Finger … Jer. 52:21

Miles … Luke 24:13

Hand-breadth … Ex. 25:25

Measuring rod … Ezek. 40:3

Pace … 2 Sam. 6:13

Span … Ex. 28:16

Sabbath day’s journey … Acts 1:12

C. Liquid measures:

Bath … 1 Kin. 7:26

Kor … Ezek. 45:14

Gallons … John 2:6

Hin … Ex. 29:40

Homer … Ezek. 45:11

Weights and measures—continued

Kab … 2 Kin. 6:25

Log … Lev. 14:10

D. Dry measures:

Kab … 2 Kin. 6:25

Ephah … Ex. 16:36

Homer … Lev. 27:16

Log … Lev. 14:10

Omer … Ex. 16:16

Gerah … Ex. 30:13

Mina … 1 Kin. 10:17

E. Weight measures:

Beka … Ex. 38:26

Shekel … 2 Sam. 14:26

Talents … Ex. 38:27

Welcome—to receive with gladness

A. Extended to:

Returning brother … Gen. 33:1–11

Father … Gen. 46:29–34

Hero … 1 Sam. 18:6, 7

Prodigal son … Luke 15:20–32

Messiah … Matt. 21:6–10

B. Circumstances attending:

Courtesies offered … Gen. 18:1–8

Discourtesies shown … 2 Sam. 10:1–5

Fear expressed … 1 Sam. 16:4, 5

Fellowship denied … 2 John 10, 11

Wells—pits dug for water

A. Features concerning:

Women come to, for water … Gen. 24:13, 14; John 4:7

Surrounded by trees … Gen. 49:22

Often very deep … John 4:11

Covered with large stone … Gen. 29:2, 3

Sometimes cause strife … Gen. 21:25

B. Names of:

Beer … Num. 21:16–18

Beer Lahai Roi … Gen. 16:14

Beersheba … Gen. 21:30, 31

Bene Jaakan … Deut. 10:6

Esek … Gen. 26:20

Jacob … John 4:6

Rehoboth … Gen. 26:22

Sitnah … Gen. 26:21

C. Figurative of:

Salvation … Is. 12:3

False teaching … 2 Pet. 2:17

One’s wife … Prov. 5:15

The Holy Spirit … John 4:10

Whale

Created by God … Gen. 1:21 

See Great fish

Wheat—a cereal grass used for food

A. Features concerning:

Grown in Egypt … Ex. 9:32

Grown in Palestine … 1 Kin. 5:11

Made into bread … Ex. 29:2

Used in trade … Ezek. 27:17

Harvested … Ruth 2:23

Threshed … Judg. 6:11

Gathered … Matt. 3:12

Harvesting of, celebrated … Ex. 34:22

B. Figurative of:

Spiritual blessings … Ps. 81:16

Christians … Matt. 3:12

Christ’s death … John 12:24

Resurrection … 1 Cor. 15:37

Wheel—a circular frame

A. Used on:

Carts … Is. 28:27, 28

Threshing instrument … Prov. 20:26

Chariots … Nah. 3:2

The Lord’s throne … Ezek. 10:1–22

B. Figurative of:

Future things … Ezek. 1:15–28

Punishment … Prov. 20:26

Cycle of nature (“course”) … James 3:6

God’s sovereignty … Ezek. 10:9–19

Whelp—offspring of certain animals

Figurative of:

Judah … Gen. 49:9

Dan … Deut. 33:22

Babylonians … Jer. 51:38

Whirlwind—a great storm or tempest

A. Used literally of:

Elijah’s translation … 2 Kin. 2:1

Its fury … Is. 17:13

B. Used figuratively of:

Sudden destruction … Prov. 1:27

God’s anger … Jer. 23:19

God’s might … Nah. 1:3

Whisperer—a gossiper

Separates chief friends … Prov. 16:28

Whistle—meaning to call, allure, or entice

Applied to:

Nations … Is. 5:26

Egypt and Assyria … Is. 7:18

Israel … Zech. 10:8

White (see Colors)

Wicked, the

A. Satan as “the Wicked One”:

Unregenerate belong to … Matt. 13:38

Snatches away the good seed … Matt. 13:19

World lies in … 1 John 5:19

Christians can overcome … Eph. 6:16; 1 John 2:13

B. Descriptive of:

Sodomites … Gen. 13:13

Egyptians … Ex. 9:27

Athaliah … 2 Chr. 24:7

Haman … Esth. 7:6

Apostates … 1 Cor. 5:13

Pharisees … Matt. 22:15–18

C. State of, described as:

Desiring evil … Prov. 21:10

Having no peace … Is. 48:22

Pouring out evil … Prov. 15:28

Refusing judgment … Prov. 21:7

Cruel in their mercies … Prov. 12:10

Like the troubled sea … Is. 57:20

Far from God … Prov. 15:29

Offering abominable sacrifice … Prov. 15:8

Way is like darkness … Prov. 4:19

Forsaking the law … Prov. 28:4

D. God’s attitude toward:

Sorry He made humankind … Gen. 6:5, 6

Will not justify … Ex. 23:7

Will punish … Ps. 75:8

Will overthrow … Prov. 21:12

Their thoughts abominable to … Prov. 15:26

God hates … Ps. 11:5

E. Punishment of:

Shortened life … Prov. 10:27

Soon destroyed … Ps. 37:35, 36

Driven away … Prov. 14:32

Slain by evil … Ps. 34:21

His lamp put out … Job 21:17

His triumph short … Ps. 37:10

His name put out forever … Ps. 9:5

Silent in the grave … Ps. 31:17

God rains fire on … Ps. 11:6

Cast into hell … Ps. 9:17

Consumed … Ps. 37:20

Will die … Prov. 11:7

In the resurrection, judgment … Acts 24:15

F. Attitude of believers toward:

Wonder about their prosperity … Ps. 73:3

Concerned about their triumph … Ps. 94:3, 4

Will not sit with … Ps. 26:5

Must not envy … Prov. 24:19

Will triumph over … Ps. 58:10

Wickedness—all forms of evil

A. Humankind’s relationship to:

Not profited by … Prov. 10:2

Not established by … Prov. 12:3

Sells self to … 1 Kin. 21:25

Strengthens self in … Ps. 52:7

Refuses to turn from … Jer. 44:5

Inside humankind … Luke 11:39

Among all … Jer. 44:9

Will fall by … Prov. 11:5

Driven away … Prov. 14:32

B. God’s punishment of, seen in:

Driving out other nations … Deut. 9:4, 5

Shiloh’s destruction … Jer. 7:12

Judah’s punishment … Jer. 1:16

Destruction of food supply … Ps. 107:33, 34

Causing the Flood … Gen. 6:5–7

Death of men … Judg. 9:56

Destroying the evildoers … Ps. 94:23

C. Attitude of the righteous toward:

Wash from heart … Jer. 4:14

Struggle against … Eph. 6:12

Fear to commit … Gen. 39:9

Not to dwell in … Ps. 84:10

Pray for end of … Ps. 7:9

Confession of … 1 Kin. 8:47

Wick-trimmers

Used for trimming wicks in lamps … Ex. 37:23

Trays used to catch snuff of lamps … Ex. 25:38

Widow—a woman who has outlived her husband

A. Provision of, for:

Remarriage … Rom. 7:3

Food … Deut. 24:19–21

Protection … Is. 1:17, 23

Vows of … Num. 30:9

Garment … Deut. 24:17

B. Mistreatment of, by:

Children … 1 Tim. 5:4

Neglect … Acts 6:1

Scribes … Mark 12:40

Creditors … 2 Kin. 4:1

Princes … Is. 1:23

Judges … Is. 10:1, 2

C. Protection of, by:

God … Ex. 22:22–24

Law … Deut. 24:17

Pure religion … James 1:27

Honor … 1 Tim. 5:3

D. Examples of:

Naomi … Ruth 1:20, 21

Woman of Tekoa … 2 Sam. 14:4, 5

Woman of Zarephath … 1 Kin. 17:9, 10

Anna … Luke 2:36, 37

“A certain poor widow” … Luke 21:2, 3

“A persistent widow” … Luke 18:2–5

Wife—a married woman

A. Described as:

“A helper comparable to him” … Gen. 2:18, 20 

“The crown of her husband” … Prov. 12:4

“A good thing” … Prov. 18:22

“The weaker vessel” … 1 Pet. 3:7

“The wife of your youth” … Mal. 2:14, 15

“Your companion” … Mal. 2:14

B. Duties of, to:

Submit to husband … 1 Pet. 3:5, 6

Reverence her husband … Eph. 5:33

Love her husband … Titus 2:4

Learn from her husband … 1 Cor. 14:34, 35

Be trustworthy … Prov. 31:11, 12

Love her children … Titus 2:4

Be chaste … Titus 2:5

Be homemakers … Titus 2:5

C. Duties of husband toward, to:

Love … Eph. 5:25, 28

Honor … 1 Pet. 3:7

Provide for … 1 Tim. 5:8

Instruct … 1 Cor. 14:35

Protect … 1 Sam. 30:1–19

Not divorce … 1 Cor. 7:11

D. Relationship with her husband, to be:

Exclusive … Prov. 5:15–17, 20

Satisfying … Prov. 5:18, 19

Mutually agreeable … 1 Cor. 7:1–5

Undefiled … Heb. 13:4

E. Special temptations of:

Disobedience … Gen. 3:1–19

Unfaithfulness … John 4:17, 18

Contentiousness … Prov. 19:13

F. Types of:

Disobedient—Eve … Gen. 3:1–8

Obedient—Sarah … 1 Pet. 3:5, 6

Worldly—Lot’s … Gen. 19:26

Humble—Manoah’s … Judg. 13:22, 23

Prayerful—Hannah … 1 Sam. 1:1–15

Prudent—Abigail … 1 Sam. 25:3, 14–35

Criticizing—Michal … 2 Sam. 6:15, 16

Unscrupulous—Jezebel … 1 Kin. 21:5–15

Modest—Vashti … Esth. 1:11, 12

Courageous—Esther … Esth. 4:16, 17

Foolish—Job’s wife … Job 2:7–10

Cruel—Herodias … Matt. 14:3–12

Righteous—Elizabeth … Luke 1:5, 6

Lying—Sapphira … Acts 5:1–10

Wilderness—a desolate place

A. Descriptive of:

Israel’s wanderings … Ex. 16:1

Desolate place … Matt. 3:1, 3

Desolation … Jer. 22:6

B. Characterized by:

Wild creatures … Deut. 8:15

No water … Deut. 8:15

Being “great and terrible” … Deut. 1:19

Being uninhabited … Ps. 107:4, 5

C. Israel’s journey in, characterized by:

God’s provision … Deut. 2:7

God’s guidance … Ps. 78:52

God’s mighty acts … Ps. 78:15, 16

Israel’s provoking God … Ps. 78:17–19, 40

Israel’s sin … Heb. 3:7–19

Testings … Deut. 8:2

D. Significant events in:

Hagar’s flight … Gen. 16:6–8

Israel’s journeys … Ps. 136:16

John’s preaching … Matt. 3:1–12

Jesus’ temptation … Matt. 4:1

Jesus’ miracle … Matt. 15:33–38

Moses’ serpent … John 3:14

Wild ox

Of great strength … Num. 23:22

Very wild and ferocious … Job 39:9–12

Frisky in youth … Ps. 29:6

Willingness

A. On God’s part, to:

Exercise mercy … 2 Kin. 8:18, 19

Rule sovereignly … Dan. 4:17

Save humankind … 1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9

B. On Christ’s part, to:

Do God’s will … Heb. 10:7, 9

Submit to the Father … John 8:28, 29

Reveal the Father … Matt. 11:27

Heal people … Matt. 8:2, 3

Die … Mark 14:36

C. On humankind’s part, to:

Do Satan’s will … John 8:44

Refuse salvation … John 5:40

Pervert the truth … 2 Pet. 3:5

Follow evil … Mark 15:15

Persecute the righteous … Matt. 2:13

D. On the believer’s part, to:

Be saved … Rev. 22:17

Follow Christ … Matt. 16:24

Live godly … 2 Tim. 3:12

Give … 2 Cor. 8:3–12

Die … 2 Cor. 5:8

Will of God

A. Defined in terms of:

Salvation … 2 Pet. 3:9

Salvation of children … Matt. 18:14

Belief in Christ … Matt. 12:50

Everlasting life … John 6:39, 40

Thanksgiving … 1 Thess. 5:18

Sanctification … 1 Thess. 4:3

B. Characteristics of:

Can be:

Known … Rom. 2:18

Proved … Rom. 12:2

Done … Matt. 6:10

Sovereign over:

Nations … Dan. 4:35

Individuals … Acts 21:14

C. God’s power in doing, seen in:

Predestination … Rom. 9:18–23

Sovereignty … Dan. 4:35

Humankind’s salvation … 1 Tim. 2:4

Believer’s salvation … James 1:18

Redemption … Gal. 1:4

D. Believer’s relationship to, seen in:

Calling … 1 Cor. 1:1

Regeneration … James 1:18

Sanctification … Heb. 10:10

Transformation … Rom. 12:2

Instruction … Ps. 143:10

Prayers … 1 John 5:14

Submission … Acts 21:14

Whole life … 1 Pet. 4:2

Daily work … Eph. 6:6

Travels … Rom. 1:10

Plans … James 4:13–15

Suffering … 1 Pet. 3:17

Perfection … Col. 4:12

Will, human (see Freedom; Liberty, spiritual)

Willow—a tree

Booths made of … Lev. 23:40, 42

Grows beside brooks … Job 40:22

Harps hung on … Ps. 137:2

See Poplar tree

Wind—movement of the air

A. Characteristics of:

Movement of, significant … Luke 12:54, 55

Cannot be seen … John 3:8

Sometimes destructive … Job 1:19

Dries the earth … Gen. 8:1

Often accompanies rain … 1 Kin. 18:44, 45

Makes sea rough … Ps. 107:25

Drives ships … Acts 27:7, 13–18

Drives chaff away … Ps. 1:4

Possesses weight … Job 28:25

B. God’s relation to, He:

Creates … Amos 4:13

Sends … Ps. 147:18

Brings out of His treasuries … Ps. 135:7

Gathers … Prov. 30:4

Controls … Ps. 107:25

C. Directions of, from:

East … Jer. 18:17

West … Ex. 10:19

North … Prov. 25:23

South … Acts 27:13

All directions … Ezek. 37:9

D. Miracles connected with:

Flood subsided by … Gen. 8:1

Locust brought and taken by … Ex. 10:13, 19

Red Sea divided by … Ex. 14:21

Quail brought by … Num. 11:31

Rain brought by … 1 Kin. 18:44, 45

Mountains broken by … 1 Kin. 19:11

Jonah’s ship tossed by … Jon. 1:4

Christ calms … Matt. 8:26

E. Figurative of:

Empty speech … Job 8:2

Empty boasting … Prov. 25:14

Vanity … Eccl. 5:16

Calamity … Is. 32:2

God’s discipline … Hos. 13:15

God’s judgment … Jer. 22:22

Dispersion … Ezek. 5:10

Ruin … Hos. 8:7

Holy Spirit … Acts 2:2

False teaching … Eph. 4:14

Windows of heaven

Descriptive of:

Judgment rendered “opened” … Gen. 7:11

Unbelief … 2 Kin. 7:2, 19

Blessings … Mal. 3:10

Wine

A. Kinds of:

New … Luke 5:37–39

Old … Luke 5:39

Fermented … Num. 6:3

Refined … Is. 25:6

B. Features concerning:

Made from grapes … Gen. 40:11

Mixed … Prov. 23:30

Kept in bottles … Jer. 13:12

Kept in wineskins … Matt. 9:17

C. Used by:

Noah … Gen. 9:20, 21

Melchizedek … Gen. 14:18

Isaac … Gen. 27:25

Esther … Esth. 5:6

Jesus … John 2:1–11

Timothy … 1 Tim. 5:23

D. Uses of, as:

Offering … Lev. 23:13

Drink … Gen. 27:25

Festive drink … Esth. 1:7

Disinfectant … Luke 10:34

Drug … Mark 15:23

Medicine … 1 Tim. 5:23

E. Evil effects of:

Leads to violence … Prov. 4:17

Mocks a person … Prov. 20:1

Makes poor … Prov. 23:20, 21

Bites like a serpent … Prov. 23:31, 32

Impairs the judgment … Prov. 31:4, 5

Inflames the passions … Is. 5:11

Enslaves the heart … Hos. 4:11

F. Intoxication from, falsely charged to:

Hannah … 1 Sam. 1:12–16

Jesus … Matt. 11:19

Apostles … Acts 2:13

G. Uses of, in:

Offering … Num. 15:4–10

Miracle … John 2:1–10

Lord’s Supper … Matt. 26:27–29

H. Figurative of:

God’s wrath … Ps. 75:8

Wisdom’s blessings … Prov. 9:2, 5

Gospel … Is. 55:1

Christ’s blood … Matt. 26:27–29

Fornication … Rev. 17:2

See Drunkenness; Temperance

Winepress—a machine for extracting the juice from grapes

Used literally … Neh. 13:15

Figurative of appointed time … Joel 3:13

Wings—the locomotive appendages on flying creatures

A. Used literally of:

Flying creatures … Gen. 1:21 

Cherubim … Ex. 25:20

B. Used figuratively of:

God’s mercy … Ps. 57:1

Protection … Luke 13:34

Place of rejoicing … Ps. 63:7

Strength … Is. 40:31

Healing … Mal. 4:2

Winking the eye

Hate … Ps. 35:19

Evil … Prov. 6:12, 13

Winnow—to toss about

A. Used literally of:

Fork for winnowing grain … Is. 30:24

B. Used figuratively of judgments:

God’s … Is. 30:24

Nation’s … Jer. 51:2

Christ’s … Matt. 3:12

Winter—the coldest season of the year

Made by God … Ps. 74:17

Continuance of, guaranteed … Gen. 8:22

Time of snow … 2 Sam. 23:20

Hazards of travel during … 2 Tim. 4:21

Wipe—to clean or dry

A. Used literally of:

Dust removal … Luke 10:11

Feet dried … John 13:5

B. Used figuratively of:

Jerusalem’s destruction … 2 Kin. 21:13

Tears removed … Rev. 7:17

Wisdom—knowledge guided by understanding

A. Sources of, in:

The Spirit … Ex. 31:3

The Lord … Ex. 36:1, 2

God’s Law … Deut. 4:6

Fear of the Lord … Prov. 9:10

The righteous … Prov. 10:31

B. Ascribed to:

Workmen … Ex. 36:2

Women … Prov. 31:26

Bezalel … Ex. 31:2–5

Joseph … Acts 7:9, 10

Moses … Acts 7:22

Joshua … Deut. 34:9

Huram (Hiram) … 1 Kin. 7:13, 14

Solomon … 1 Kin. 3:16–28

Children of Issachar … 1 Chr. 12:32

Ezra … Ezra 7:25

Daniel … Dan. 1:17

Magi … Matt. 2:1–12

Jesus … Luke 2:52

Stephen … Acts 6:3, 10

Paul … 2 Pet. 3:15

C. Described as:

Discerning … Gen. 41:33

Technical skill … Ex. 28:3

Common sense … 2 Sam. 20:14–22

Mechanical skill … 1 Kin. 7:14

Understanding … Prov. 10:13, 23

Military ability … Is. 10:13

Commercial industry … Ezek. 28:3–5

D. Value of:

Gives happiness … Prov. 3:13

Benefits of, many … Prov. 4:5–10

Keeps from evil … Prov. 5:1–6

Better than rubies … Prov. 8:11

Above gold in value … Prov. 16:16

Should be acquired … Prov. 23:23

Excels folly … Eccl. 2:13

Gives life … Eccl. 7:12

Makes strong … Eccl. 7:19

Better than weapons … Eccl. 9:18

Insures stability … Is. 33:6

Produces good fruit … James 3:17

E. Limitations of:

Cannot save us … 1 Cor. 1:19–21

Cause of self-glory … Jer. 9:23

Can pervert … Is. 47:10

Nothing, without God … Jer. 8:9

Can corrupt … Ezek. 28:17

Of this world, foolishness … 1 Cor. 3:19

Earthly, sensual … James 3:15

Gospel not preached in … 1 Cor. 2:1–5

F. Of believers:

Given by Christ … Luke 21:15

Gift of the Spirit … 1 Cor. 12:8

Given by God … Eph. 1:17

Prayed for … Col. 1:9

Means of instruction … Col. 1:28

Lack of, ask for … James 1:5

Wisdom of Christ

Predicted … Is. 11:1, 2

Realized … Luke 2:52

Displayed … Matt. 13:54

Perfected … Col. 2:3

Imputed … 1 Cor. 1:30

Wisdom of God

A. Described as:

Universal … Dan. 2:20

Infinite … Ps. 147:5

Unsearchable … Is. 40:28

Mighty … Job 36:5

Perfect … Job 37:16

B. Manifested in:

Creation … Ps. 104:24

Nature … Job 38:34–41

Sovereignty … Dan. 2:20, 21

The church … Eph. 3:10

Witchcraft—the practice of sorcery

Forbidden in Israel … Deut. 18:9–14

Used by Jezebel … 2 Kin. 9:22

Condemned by the prophets … Mic. 5:12

Practiced by Manasseh … 2 Chr. 33:6

Suppressed by Saul … 1 Sam. 28:3, 9

Work of the flesh … Gal. 5:20

See Divination

Wither—to dry up

A. Caused by:

God’s judgment … Is. 40:7, 24

Christ’s judgment … Matt. 21:19, 20

No root … Matt. 13:6

Heat … James 1:11

B. Applied literally to:

Ear of grain … Gen. 41:23

Gourd … Jon. 4:7

Man’s hand … Luke 6:6, 8

Witnessing—bearing testimony to something

A. Elements of, seen in:

Public transaction … Ruth 4:1–11

Signing a document … Jer. 32:10–12

Calling witnesses … Lev. 5:1

Requiring two witnesses … 1 Tim. 5:19

Rejection of false witnesses … Prov. 24:28

B. Material means of, by:

Heap of stones … Gen. 31:44–52

Song … Deut. 31:19–21

Altar … Josh. 22:26–34

Works … John 10:25

Sign (miracles) … Heb. 2:4

C. Spiritual means of, by:

God’s Law … Deut. 31:26

Gospel … Matt. 24:14

Father … John 5:37

Conscience … Rom. 2:15

Holy Spirit … Rom. 8:16

D. Christ as object of, by:

John the Baptist … John 1:7, 8, 15

His works … John 5:36

Father … John 8:18

Himself … John 8:18

Holy Spirit … John 15:26, 27

His disciples … John 15:27

Prophets … Acts 10:43

E. Of Christians to Christ:

Chosen … Acts 10:41

Commissioned … Acts 1:8

Empowered … Acts 4:33

Confirmed … Heb. 2:3, 4

F. Objects of Christ’s:

Resurrection … Acts 2:32

Saviorhood … Acts 5:31, 32

Life … Acts 1:21, 22

Mission … Acts 10:41–43

Sufferings … 1 Pet. 5:1

See Testimony

Wolf—a doglike animal

A. Characteristics of:

Ravenous … Gen. 49:27

Nocturnal … Jer. 5:6

Sheep-eating … John 10:12

B. Figurative of:

False prophets … Matt. 7:15

Gospel transformation … Is. 11:6

Woman—the female sex

A. Described as:

Beautiful … 2 Sam. 11:2

Wise … 2 Sam. 20:16

Widow … 1 Kin. 17:9, 10

Evil … Prov. 6:24

Foolish … Job 2:10

Gracious … Prov. 11:16

Excellent … Prov. 12:4

Contentious … Prov. 21:19

Adulterous … Prov. 30:20

Prominent … Acts 17:12

Gullible … 2 Tim. 3:6

Holy … 1 Pet. 3:5

B. Work of:

Kneading meal … Gen. 18:6

Drawing water … Gen. 24:11, 13, 15

Tending sheep … Gen. 29:6

Making cloth … Prov. 31:13, 19

Caring for the household … Prov. 31:27; 1 Tim. 5:14

Serving as queen … Esth. 2:17

Judging Israel … Judg. 4:4, 5

Leading an army … Judg. 4:6–9

Bearing children … 1 Tim. 2:15

Counseling king … 1 Sam. 28:8–23

Selling purple cloth goods … Acts 16:14

Acting as hostess to church … Philem. 2

Midwifery … Ex. 1:15, 16

Providing religious training for children … Prov. 31:1; 2 Tim. 1:5; 3:15

Prophesying … Luke 2:36, 37

C. Rights of, to:

Marry … 1 Cor. 7:36

Hold property … Num. 27:6–11

Make vows … Num. 30:3–9

D. Position of, in relation to man:

Created from man … Gen. 2:21–25 

Made to help man … Gen. 2:18, 20 

Glory of man … 1 Cor. 11:7–9

Becomes subject to man … Gen. 3:16

E. Position of, in spiritual things:

Insight of, noted … Judg. 13:23

Prayer of, answered … 1 Sam. 1:9–28

Understanding of, rewarded … 1 Sam. 25:3–42

Faith of, brings salvation … Luke 7:37–50

Made equal in Christ … Gal. 3:28

Labor of, commended … Phil. 4:2, 3

Faith of, transmitted … 2 Tim. 1:5

F. Good traits of:

Obedience … 1 Pet. 3:5–7

Concern for children … Ex. 2:2–10

Loyalty … Ruth 1:14–18

Desire for children … 1 Sam. 1:9–28

Modesty … Esth. 1:10–12

Industry … Prov. 31:10–31

Complete devotion … Luke 7:38–50

Tenderness … John 11:20–35

G. Bad traits of:

Inciting to evil … Gen. 3:6, 7 

Crafty … Prov. 7:10

Fond of adornments … Is. 3:16–24

Self-indulgent … Is. 32:9, 11

Led away … 2 Tim. 3:6

H. Prohibitions concerning, not to:

Wear man’s clothing … Deut. 22:5

Have head shaved … 1 Cor. 11:5–15

Usurp authority … 1 Tim. 2:11–15

Be unchaste … 1 Pet. 3:1–7

I. Christ’s dealing with:

Receives support from … Luke 8:1–3

Forgives … John 8:3–11

Delivers from demons … Mark 7:25–30

Heals … Matt. 9:20–22

Teaches … Luke 10:39

Born of … Gal. 4:4

Visits … Luke 10:38

Anointed by … Mark 14:3, 8

Appears to … Matt. 28:5, 9; Mark 16:9

Womb—the uterus

A. God’s control over, to:

Close … Gen. 20:18

Open … Gen. 29:31

Fashion us in … Job 31:15

Separate and call … Gal. 1:15

Cause to conceive … Luke 1:31

Make alive … Rom. 4:19–21

B. Babe inside:

Grows mysteriously … Eccl. 11:5

Known by God … Ps. 139:13–16

Lame … Acts 3:2

Leaps … Luke 1:41, 44

C. Humankind coming from:

Different … Gen. 25:23, 24

Consecrated … Judg. 13:5, 7

Naked … Job 1:21

Womb—continued

Helpless … Ps. 22:9, 10

Sustained … Ps. 71:6

Estranged … Ps. 58:3

Women of the Bible, named

Abi, wife of Ahaz … 2 Kin. 18:1, 2

Abigail

(1) wife of Nabal … 1 Sam. 25:3

(2) sister of David … 1 Chr. 2:15, 16

Abihail, wife of Abishur … 1 Chr. 2:29

Abijah, wife of Hezron … 1 Chr. 2:24

Abishag, nurse of David … 1 Kin. 1:1–3

Abital, David’s wife … 2 Sam. 3:2, 4

Achsah, daughter of Caleb … Josh. 15:16

Adah

(1) a wife of Lamech … Gen. 4:19

(2) Canaanite wife of Esau … Gen. 36:2

Ahinoam

(1) wife of Saul … 1 Sam. 14:50

(2) a Jezreelitess, wife of David … 1 Sam. 25:43

Anah, daughter of Zibeon … Gen. 36:2

Anna, an aged widow … Luke 2:36, 37

Apphia, a Christian of Colosse … Philem. 2

Asenath, wife of Joseph … Gen. 41:45

Atarah, wife of Jerahmeel … 1 Chr. 2:26

Athaliah, mother of Ahaziah … 2 Kin. 8:26

Azubah

(1) first wife of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:18

(2) daughter of Shilhi … 1 Kin. 22:42

Baara, wife of Shaharaim … 1 Chr. 8:8

Basemath

(1) daughter of Elon … Gen. 26:34

(2) third wife of Esau … Gen. 36:2, 3

Bathsheba, wife of David … 2 Sam. 11:3, 27

Bernice, sister of Agrippa … Acts 25:13

Bilhah, Rachel’s handmaid … Gen. 29:29

Bithiah, daughter of a pharaoh … 1 Chr. 4:18

Candace, a queen … Acts 8:27

Chloe, woman of Corinth … 1 Cor. 1:11

Claudia, Christian of Rome … 2 Tim. 4:21

Cozbi, Midianite slain … Num. 25:15–18

Damaris, woman of Athens … Acts 17:34

Deborah

(1) Rebekah’s nurse … Gen. 35:8

(2) judge … Judg. 4:4

Delilah, Philistine woman … Judg. 16:4, 5

Dinah, daughter of Jacob … Gen. 30:19, 21

Dorcas, called Tabitha … Acts 9:36

Drusilla, wife of Felix … Acts 24:24

Eglah, one of David’s wives … 2 Sam. 3:5

Elizabeth, mother of John the Baptist … Luke 1:5, 13

Elisheba, wife of Aaron … Ex. 6:23

Ephah, concubine of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:46

Ephrath, mother of Hur … 1 Chr. 2:19

Esther, a Jewess who became queen of Persia … Esth. 2:16, 17

Eunice, mother of Timothy … 2 Tim. 1:5

Euodia, a laborer with Paul … Phil. 4:2

Eve, first woman … Gen. 3:20

Gomer, wife of Hosea … Hos. 1:2, 3

Hagar, Sarai’s maid … Gen. 16:1

Haggith, wife of David … 2 Sam. 3:2, 4

Hammoleketh, mother of Ishhod … 1 Chr. 7:18

Hamutal, daughter of Jeremiah … 2 Kin. 23:31

Hannah, mother of Samuel … 1 Sam. 1:20

Hazelelponi, in genealogies of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:1–3

Helah, one of the wives of Ashhur … 1 Chr. 4:5

Hephzibah, mother of Manasseh … 2 Kin. 21:1

Herodias, sister-in-law of Herod … Matt. 14:3–6

Hodesh, wife of Shaharaim … 1 Chr. 8:8, 9

Hoglah, a daughter of Zelophehad … Num. 26:33

Huldah, a prophetess … 2 Kin. 22:14

Hushim, a Moabitess … 1 Chr. 8:8–11

Iscah, daughter of Haran … Gen. 11:29

Jael, wife of Heber … Judg. 4:17

Jecholiah, wife of Amaziah … 2 Kin. 15:1, 2

Jedidah, mother of Josiah … 2 Kin. 22:1

Jehoaddan, wife of Joash … 2 Kin. 14:1, 2

Jehosheba, daughter of Joram … 2 Kin. 11:2

Jemimah, Job’s daughter … Job 42:12, 14

Jerioth, wife of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:18

Jerusha, daughter of Zadok … 2 Kin. 15:33

Jezebel, wife of Ahab … 1 Kin. 16:30, 31

Joanna, wife of Chuza … Luke 8:3

Jochebed, mother of Moses … Ex. 6:20

Judith, daughter of Beeri … Gen. 26:34

Julia, Christian woman of Rome … Rom. 16:15

Keren-Happuch, Job’s daughter … Job 42:14

Keturah, second wife of Abraham … Gen. 25:1

Keziah, daughter of Job … Job 42:14

Leah, wife of Jacob … Gen. 29:21–25

Lois, grandmother of Timothy … 2 Tim. 1:5

Lo-Ruhamah, daughter of Gomer … Hos. 1:3–6

Lydia, first Christian convert in Europe … Acts 16:14

Maacah, Maachah

(1) daughter of Nahor … Gen. 22:23, 24

(2) daughter of Talmai … 2 Sam. 3:3

(3) granddaughter of Abishalom … 1 Kin. 15:2

(4) grandmother of Asa … 1 Kin. 15:9, 10

(5) concubine of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:48

(6) wife of Machir … 1 Chr. 7:16

(7) wife of Jeiel … 1 Chr. 8:29; 1 Chr. 9:35

Mahalath

(1) wife of Esau … Gen. 28:9

(2) granddaughter of David … 2 Chr. 11:18

Mahlah, daughter of Zelophehad … Num. 26:33

Mara, another name for Naomi … Ruth 1:20

Martha, friend of Christ … Luke 10:38–41

Mary

(1) mother of Jesus … Matt. 1:16

(2) Mary Magdalene … Matt. 27:56–61

(3) Mary, sister of Martha … Luke 10:38, 39

(4) Mary, wife of Clopas … John 19:25

(5) Mary, mother of Mark … Acts 12:12

(6) a Christian at Rome … Rom. 16:6

Matred, mother-in-law of Hadar … Gen. 36:39

Mehetabel, daughter of Matred … Gen. 36:39

Merab, King Saul’s eldest daughter … 1 Sam. 14:49

Meshullemeth, wife of Manasseh … 2 Kin. 21:18, 19

Michal, daughter of King Saul … 1 Sam. 14:49

Milcah

(1) daughter of Haran … Gen. 11:29

(2) daughter of Zelophehad … Num. 26:33

Miriam

(1) sister of Moses … Ex. 15:20

(2) disputed daughter of Ezrah … 1 Chr. 4:17

Naamah

(1) daughter of Lamech … Gen. 4:19–22

(2) wife of Solomon … 1 Kin. 14:21

Naarah, one of the wives of Ashhur … 1 Chr. 4:5

Naomi, wife of Elimelech … Ruth 1:2

Nehushta, daughter of Elnathan … 2 Kin. 24:8

Noadiah, a false prophetess … Neh. 6:14

Noah, daughter of Zelophehad … Num. 26:33

Oholah … Ezek. 23:4

Oholibah … Ezek. 23:4

Orpah, sister-in-law of Ruth … Ruth 1:4

Peninnah, one of the wives of Elkanah … 1 Sam. 1:1, 2

Persis, convert of early church … Rom. 16:12

Phoebe, a deaconess … Rom. 16:1, 2

Priscilla, wife of Aquila … Acts 18:2

Puah, a midwife … Ex. 1:15

Rachel, wife of Jacob … Gen. 29:28

Rahab, aid to Israel’s spies … Josh. 2:1–3

Reumah, mother of Tebah … Gen. 22:24

Rhoda, a girl … Acts 12:13

Rizpah, concubine of Saul … 2 Sam. 3:7

Ruth, daughter-in-law of Naomi … Ruth 1:3, 4

Salome, wife of Zebedee … Matt. 27:56; Mark 15:40

Sapphira, wife of Ananias … Acts 5:1

Sarah, (Sarai) wife of Abraham (Abram) … Gen. 11:29

Serah, daughter of Asher … Gen. 46:17

Sheerah, daughter of Beriah … 1 Chr. 7:23, 24

Shelomith

(1) daughter of Dibri … Lev. 24:11

(2) daughter of Zerubbabel … 1 Chr. 3:19

Shimeath, mother of Zabad … 2 Chr. 24:26

Shimrith, mother of Jehozabad … 2 Chr. 24:26

Shiphrah, a midwife … Ex. 1:15

Shua, daughter of Heber … 1 Chr. 7:32

Susanna, ministered to Jesus … Luke 8:3

Syntyche, convert of church at Philippi … Phil. 4:2

Tabitha, same as Dorcas … Acts 9:36

Tahpenes, queen of Egypt … 1 Kin. 11:19

Tamar

(1) daughter-in-law of Judah … Gen. 38:6

(2) a daughter of David … 2 Sam. 13:1

(3) daughter of Absalom … 2 Sam. 14:27

Taphath, one of Solomon’s daughters … 1 Kin. 4:11

Timna, concubine of Eliphaz … Gen. 36:12

Tirzah, one of daughters of Zelophehad … Num. 26:33

Tryphena, convert at Rome … Rom. 16:12

Tryphosa, convert at Rome … Rom. 16:12

Vashti, wife of Ahasuerus … Esth. 1:9

Zebudah, mother of Jehoiakim … 2 Kin. 23:36

Zeresh, wife of Haman … Esth. 5:10

Zeruah, a widow … 1 Kin. 11:26

Zeruiah, mother of Joab … 2 Sam. 17:25

Zibiah, mother of Jehoash … 2 Kin. 12:1

Zillah, wife of Lamech … Gen. 4:19

Zilpah, Leah’s handmaid … Gen. 29:24

Zipporah, wife of Moses … Ex. 2:21

Wonderful—full of wonder; unusually good

A. Ascribed to:

Human love … 2 Sam. 1:26

Lord’s works … Ps. 78:4

Mysterious things … Prov. 30:18

Lord’s Law … Ps. 119:18

Lord’s testimonies … Ps. 119:129

Lord’s knowledge … Ps. 139:6

Our being … Ps. 139:14

Messiah’s name … Is. 9:6

B. Descriptive of the Lord’s work, as:

Numerous … Ps. 40:5

Transmitted … Ps. 78:4

Remembered … Ps. 111:4

Praised … Is. 25:1

Wonders—miraculous works

A. Performed by:

God … Heb. 2:4

Moses and Aaron … Ex. 11:10

Christ … Acts 2:22

Apostles … Acts 2:43

Jesus’ name … Acts 4:30

Stephen … Acts 6:8

Paul and Barnabas … Acts 14:3

Paul … 2 Cor. 12:12

B. Places of:

Egypt … Acts 7:36

Land of Ham … Ps. 105:27

Canaan … Josh. 3:5

Deep … Ps. 107:24

Heaven … Dan. 6:27

Among the peoples … Ps. 77:14

C. Described as:

Numerous … Ex. 11:9

Great … Acts 6:8

Mighty … Dan. 4:3

D. Humankind’s reactions to:

Did not remember … Neh. 9:17

Forgetful of … Ps. 78:11, 12

Not understanding … Ps. 106:7

Not believing … Ps. 78:32

Inquiring about … Jer. 21:2

E. Believer’s attitude toward, to:

Remember … 1 Chr. 16:9, 12

Declare … Ps. 71:17

Give thanks for … Ps. 136:1, 4

Consider … Job 37:14

Wood

A. Descriptive of:

Part of a tree … Num. 19:6

Forest … Josh. 17:15, 18

B. Place of:

Animals … 2 Kin. 2:24

Fortresses … 2 Chr. 27:4

C. Used for:

Fire … 1 Kin. 18:23–38

Carts … 1 Sam. 6:14

Weapons … Num. 35:18

Ships … Gen. 6:14

Palanquin … Song 3:9

Musical instruments … 1 Kin. 10:12

Buildings … 1 Kin. 6:15–33

Tabernacle furniture … Ex. 25:9–28

Platform … Neh. 8:4

Gods … Is. 37:19

Woodcutters

Gibeonites … Josh. 9:17–27

Classed with “water carriers” … Josh. 9:21, 23

Sent to Solomon … 2 Chr. 2:10

Woof—the threads crossing the warp of a woven garment

Inspection of, for leprosy … Lev. 13:48–59

Wool—the soft hair of sheep

Inspection of, for leprosy … Lev. 13:47–59

Mixture of, forbidden … Deut. 22:11

Used as a test … Judg. 6:37

Valuable article of trade … Ezek. 27:18

Figurative of whiteness … Is. 1:18

Word of God

A. Called:

Book of the Law … Neh. 8:3

Law of the Lord … Ps. 1:2

Scriptures … John 5:39

Holy Scriptures … Rom. 1:2

Word of God … Heb. 4:12

Word … James 1:21–23

Word of life … Phil. 2:16

Book … Rev. 22:19

B. Descriptive of:

Old Testament Law … Mark 7:13

God’s revealed plan … Rom. 9:6

God’s completed revelation … Col. 1:25–27

Christ’s message … Luke 5:1

Christian gospel … Acts 4:31

C. Described as:

Pure … Ps. 19:8

Restraining … Ps. 119:11

Perfect … Ps. 19:7

Sure … Ps. 111:7, 8

Truth … Ps. 119:142, 151, 160

Enduring … Is. 40:8

Effectual … Is. 55:11

Eternal … Ps. 119:89

Sanctifying … Eph. 5:26

Harmonious … Acts 15:15

Inspired … 2 Pet. 1:21

Living and active … Heb. 4:12

D. Compared to:

Lamp … Ps. 119:105

Fire … Jer. 5:14

Hammer … Jer. 23:29

Seed … Matt. 13:18–23

Sword … Eph. 6:17

E. Agency of, to:

Heal … Ps. 107:20

Make free … John 8:32

Illuminate … Ps. 119:130

Bear witness … John 20:31

Produce faith … Rom. 10:17

Make wise … 2 Tim. 3:15–17

Exhort … 2 Tim. 4:2

Reconcile … 2 Cor. 5:19

Rejoice the heart … Jer. 15:16

Create the world … Heb. 11:3

Regenerate … James 1:18

Destroy the world … 2 Pet. 3:5–7

F. Proper attitude toward, to:

Stand in awe of … Ps. 119:161

Tremble at … Is. 66:2, 5

Speak faithfully … Jer. 23:28

Search … Acts 17:11

Speak boldly … Acts 4:29, 31

Preach … Acts 8:25

Receive … Acts 11:1

Glorify … Acts 13:48

Teach … Acts 18:11

Obey … 1 Pet. 3:1

Meditate on … Ps. 119:148

Handle accurately … 2 Tim. 2:15

Do … James 1:22, 23

Suffer for … Rev. 1:9

G. In the believer’s life, as:

Restraint … Ps. 119:9, 11

Guide … Ps. 119:133

Source of joy … Ps. 119:47, 97, 162

Standard of conduct … Titus 2:5

Source of new life … 1 Pet. 1:23

Spiritual food … 1 Pet. 2:2

Word of God—continued

H. Prohibitions concerning, not to be:

Preached in human wisdom … 1 Cor. 2:4, 13

Used deceitfully … 2 Cor. 4:2

Altered … Rev. 22:18, 19

Words—intelligible sounds or signs

A. Described as:

Acceptable … Eccl. 12:10

Lying and corrupt … Dan. 2:9

Persuasive … 1 Cor. 2:4

Inexpressible … 2 Cor. 12:4

Empty … Eph. 5:6

Flattering … 1 Thess. 2:5

Wholesome … 1 Tim. 6:3

B. Power of, to:

Stir up wrath … Prov. 15:1

Wound … Prov. 26:22

Sustain … Is. 50:4

Determine destiny … Matt. 12:36, 37

Work, Christ’s

A. Defined as:

Doing God’s will … John 4:34

Limited in time … John 9:4

Incomparable … John 15:24

Initiated by God … John 14:10

Finished in the Cross … John 17:4

B. Design of, to:

Attest His mission … John 5:36

Encourage faith … John 14:11, 12

Judge the world … John 15:24

Provide abundant life … John 10:10

Provide salvation … Acts 4:10–12

Work, the Christian’s

A. Agency of, by:

God … Phil. 2:13

Spirit … 1 Cor. 12:11

God’s Word … 1 Thess. 2:13

Faith … Gal. 5:6

B. Characteristics of:

Designed for God’s glory … Matt. 5:16

Divinely called … Acts 13:2

Produces eventual glory … 2 Cor. 4:17

Subject to examination … Gal. 6:4

Final perfection in … Heb. 13:21

C. God’s regard for, will:

Reward … Jer. 31:16

Perfect … Phil. 1:6

Not forget … Heb. 6:10

See Labor, spiritual

Work, physical

Required of Christians … 2 Thess. 3:7–14

Nehemiah’s zeal … Neh. 6:1–4

Paul’s example … Acts 18:1–3

See Labor, physical

Works, God’s

A. Described as:

Perfect … Deut. 32:4

Awesome … Ps. 66:3

Incomparable … Ps. 86:8

Honorable and glorious … Ps. 111:3

Marvelous … Ps. 139:14

Righteous … Ps. 145:17

Unusual … Is. 28:21

Great and marvelous … Rev. 15:3

B. Manifested in:

Creation … Gen. 1:1–3 

Heavens … Ps. 8:3

Deeps … Ps. 107:24

Regenerate people … Is. 19:25

C. God’s attitude toward:

Rejoice in … Ps. 104:31

Made known to His people … Ps. 111:6

His mercies over … Ps. 145:9

Glorified in … Is. 60:21

D. Believer’s attitude toward, to:

Consider … Ps. 8:3

Behold … Ps. 46:8

Meditate upon … Ps. 77:12; Ps. 143:5

Triumph in … Ps. 92:4

Declare … Ps. 107:22

Praise God for … Ps. 145:4, 10

Pray for revival of … Hab. 3:2

E. Unbeliever’s attitude toward:

Not regarding … Ps. 28:5

Forgetting … Ps. 78:11

Not believed … Acts 13:41

Works, good

A. Considered negatively, they cannot:

Justify … Rom. 4:2–6

Determine God’s election … Rom. 9:11

Secure righteousness … Rom. 9:31, 32

Substitute for grace … Rom. 11:6

B. Considered positively:

Reward for … 1 Cor. 3:13–15

Created for … Eph. 2:10

Prepared for … 2 Tim. 2:21

Equipped for … 2 Tim. 3:17

Works, Satan’s (see Satan)

Works, the unbeliever’s

A. Described as:

Wicked … Col. 1:21

Done in darkness … Is. 29:15

Abominable … Ps. 14:1

Deceitful … Prov. 11:18

Evil … John 7:7

Unfruitful … Eph. 5:11

B. God’s attitude toward, will:

Never forget … Amos 8:7

Reward … Prov. 24:12

Bring to judgment … Rev. 20:12, 13

C. Believer’s relation to:

Cast off … Rom. 13:12

Have no fellowship with … Eph. 5:11

Be delivered from … 2 Tim. 4:18

World

A. God’s relation to, as:

Maker … Jer. 10:12

Possessor … Ps. 24:1

Redeemer … John 3:16

Judge … Ps. 96:13

B. Christ’s relation to, as:

Maker … John 1:10

Sin-bearer … John 1:29

Savior … John 12:47

Life … John 6:33, 51

Light … John 8:12

Judge … Acts 17:31

Overcomer … John 16:33

Reconciler … 2 Cor. 5:19

C. Christian’s relation to:

Light of … Matt. 5:14

Not of … John 17:14, 16

Chosen out of … John 15:19

Tribulation in … John 16:33

Sent into by Christ … John 17:18

Not conformed to … Rom. 12:2

Crucified to … Gal. 6:14

To live soberly … Titus 2:12

Unspotted from … James 1:27

Overcomers of … 1 John 5:4, 5

Denying desires of … Titus 2:12

D. Dangers of, arising from:

Wisdom … 1 Cor. 3:19

Love of … 2 Tim. 4:10

Friendship … James 4:4

Corruptions … 2 Pet. 1:4

Lusts … 1 John 2:15–17

False prophets … 1 John 4:1

Deceivers … 2 John 7

E. In the plan of redemption:

Elect chosen before … Eph. 1:4

Revelation made before … Matt. 13:35

Sin’s entrance into … Rom. 5:12

Its guilt before God … Rom. 3:19

Original revelation to … Rom. 1:20

God’s love for … John 3:16

Christ’s mission to … John 12:47

Spirit’s conviction of … John 16:8

Gospel preached in … Matt. 24:14

Reconciliation of … 2 Cor. 5:19

Destruction of … 2 Pet. 3:7

Final judgment of … Acts 17:31

Satan deceives … Rev. 12:9

Worm—a soft-bodied, slender, creeping animal

A. Ravages of:

On bread … Ex. 16:15, 20

On plants … Jon. 4:7

On the body … Acts 12:23

In the grave … Job 24:19, 20

In hell … Mark 9:44–48

B. Figurative of:

Insignificance … Job 25:6

Messiah … Ps. 22:6

Wormwood—a bitter-tasting plant

Figurative of:

Idolatry … Deut. 29:18

Adultery … Prov. 5:4

God’s judgments … Jer. 9:15

Symbol of doom … Rev. 8:11

Worry (see Cares, worldly)

Worship—an act of reverence

A. Of God:

Defined … John 4:20–24

Commanded … 1 Chr. 16:29

Corrupted … Rom. 1:25

Perverted … 2 Kin. 21:3, 21

Debated … 1 Kin. 18:21–39

B. Of Christ, by:

Angels … Heb. 1:6

Magi … Matt. 2:1, 2, 11

Men … John 9:30–38

Women … Matt. 15:25

Disciples … Matt. 28:17

Heavenly choir … Rev. 4:11

Twenty-four elders … Rev. 4:10

Everyone … Phil. 2:10

C. Of wrong objects, such as:

“Sun or moon or any of the host of heaven” … Deut. 17:3

Other gods … Ex. 34:14

Demons … Deut. 32:17

Creatures … Rom. 1:25

Images … Dan. 3:5–18

Humans … Acts 10:25, 26

Antichrist … Rev. 13:4–13

D. Of wrong objects, by:

Israel … 2 Kin. 21:3, 21

Pagans … Rom. 1:25

Professing Christians … Col. 2:18

World … 2 Thess. 2:3–12

Worthiness—qualities due honor or merit

A. Of Christ:

For more glory … Heb. 3:3

To open the book … Rev. 5:2, 4

To receive worship … Rev. 5:9–14

B. Of believers, for:

Provisions … Matt. 10:10

Discipleship … Matt. 10:37

Their calling … Eph. 4:1

Suffering … Acts 5:41

Their walk … Col. 1:10

Honor … 1 Tim. 6:1

The kingdom … 2 Thess. 1:5

Worthless—useless, despicable

Sacrifice … Is. 1:13

Religion … James 1:26

Vile things … 1 Sam. 15:9

See Futile

Wound—to injure

A. Of physical injury, by:

God … Deut. 32:39

Battle … 1 Sam. 31:3

Adultery … Prov. 6:32, 33

Robbers … Luke 10:30, 34

Evil spirit … Acts 19:16

B. Of spiritual injury, by:

God’s punishment … Jer. 30:14

Drunkenness … Prov. 23:29, 30

Adultery … Prov. 6:32, 33

Sin … Is. 1:6

Wrath of God

A. Described as:

Anger … Num. 32:10–13

Prolonged … Ps. 90:9

Great … Zech. 7:12

Willing … Rom. 9:22

Revealed … Rom. 1:18

Stored up … Rom. 2:5–8

Abiding … John 3:36

Accomplished … Rev. 6:16, 17

B. Caused by:

Apostasy … 2 Chr. 34:24, 25

Sympathy with evil … Lev. 10:1–6

Unfaithfulness … Josh. 22:20

Provocations … 2 Kin. 23:26

Fellowship with evil … 2 Chr. 19:2

Mockery … 2 Chr. 36:16

Idolatry … Ps. 78:58, 59

Intermarriage … Ezra 10:10–14

Profaning the Sabbath … Neh. 13:18

Speaking against God … Ps. 78:19–21

C. Effects of, seen in:

The Flood … Gen. 6:5–7

Sodom’s destruction … Gen. 19:24, 25

Egypt’s army’s destruction … Ex. 15:4, 7

Great plague … Num. 11:33

Israel’s wanderings … Num. 32:10–13

Withholding of rain … Deut. 11:17

Destruction of a people … 1 Sam. 28:18

Trouble … Ps. 90:7

Death … Ps. 90:9

Jerusalem’s destruction … Luke 21:23, 24

Punishments of hell … Rev. 14:10

Final judgments … Rev. 19:15

Israel’s captivity … 2 Chr. 36:16, 17

D. Deliverance from, by:

Atonement … Num. 16:46

Keeping an oath … Josh. 9:19, 20

Humbling oneself … 2 Chr. 32:26

Intercession … Ps. 106:23

Christ … Rom. 5:8, 9

God’s appointment … 1 Thess. 5:9

Wrestling

Sisters … Gen. 30:8

Jacob … Gen. 32:24–30

Christians … Eph. 6:12

Write, writing, written

A. Purposes of, to:

Record God’s Word … Ex. 24:4, 12

Record history … Luke 1:3

Record dictation … Jer. 36:2, 27, 28

Make legal … Deut. 24:1–4

Issue orders … Esth. 8:5, 8, 10

Insure a covenant … Neh. 9:38

Indicate name … Luke 1:63

Indicate the saved … Rev. 20:15

Establish inspiration … Rev. 22:18, 19

Encourage … 1 John 2:12–14

B. Unusual:

By God’s finger … Ex. 31:18

Destroyed and restored … Jer. 36:21–32

On a wall … Dan. 5:5–29

On the ground … John 8:6, 8

On the Cross … John 19:19–22

In hearts … Rom. 2:15

C. Of the Bible as written, involving its:

Authority … Acts 24:14

Determination of events … Heb. 10:7–10

Fulfillment … Luke 21:22

Messianic character … Luke 24:44, 46

Saving purpose … John 20:31

Harmony … Acts 15:15

Spiritual aim … Rom. 15:4

Finality … Rev. 22:18, 19

D. Figurative of:

God’s true people … Rev. 20:12, 15

Indelible character … 2 Cor. 3:2, 3

Innate knowledge … Rom. 2:15


Y

Yah—a poetic form of Yahweh

Found only in poetry and in proper names … Ps. 68:4

Years, thousand

In God’s sight, one day … 2 Pet. 3:8

Time of Satan’s bondage … Rev. 20:2–7

Saints reign with Christ … Rev. 20:4

Yield—to produce; to surrender

A. Used literally of:

Plants … Gen. 1:11–29 

Earth … Ps. 67:6

God’s servants … Dan. 3:28

B. Used figuratively of:

Discipline … Heb. 12:11

Spiritual fruit … Mark 4:8

Yod

Tenth letter in the Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:73–80

Yoke—a frame uniting animals for work

A. Used literally on:

Animals … Deut. 21:3

Captives … Jer. 28:10–14

Slaves … 1 Tim. 6:1

B. Used figuratively of:

Oppression … Deut. 28:48

Hard service … 1 Kin. 12:4–14

Submission … Jer. 27:8

Bondage to sin … Lam. 1:14

Discipleship … Matt. 11:29, 30

Legalistic ordinances … Gal. 5:1

Marriage … 2 Cor. 6:14

Young men

A. Characteristics of, seen in:

Unwise counsel … 1 Kin. 12:8–14

Godly fervor … 1 John 2:13, 14

Passion … Prov. 7:7–23

Strength … Prov. 20:29

Impatience … Luke 15:12, 13

B. Special needs of:

God’s Word … Ps. 119:9

Knowledge and discretion … Prov. 1:4

Encouragement … Is. 40:30, 31

Full surrender … Matt. 19:20–22

Soberness … Titus 2:6

Counsel … 1 John 2:13, 14

Youth—the early age of life

A. Evils of, seen in:

Sin … Ps. 25:7

Lusts … 2 Tim. 2:22

Enticements … Prov. 1:10–16

Self-will … Luke 15:12, 13

Youth—continued

B. Good of, seen in:

Enthusiasm … 1 Sam. 17:26–51

Children … Ps. 127:3, 4

Hardships … Lam. 3:27

Godly example … 1 Tim. 4:12


Z

Zaanan—rich in flocks

Town in west Judah … Mic. 1:11

Zaanannim

Border point of Naphtali … Josh. 19:32, 33

Zaavan—unquiet

Son of Ezer … Gen. 36:27

Zabad—gift

1. Descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:3, 36

2. Ephraimite … 1 Chr. 7:20, 21

3. One of Joash’s murderers … 2 Chr. 24:26

Called Jozachar … 2 Kin. 12:21

4. Son of Zattu … Ezra 10:27

5. Son of Hashum … Ezra 10:33

6. Son of Nebo … Ezra 10:43

Zabbai—(God) has given

1. Man who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:28

2. Father of Baruch … Neh. 3:20

Zabbud—given (by God)

Postexilic returnee … Ezra 8:14

Zabdi—(God) has given

1. Achan’s grand-father … Josh. 7:1, 17, 18

2. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:1, 19

3. One of David’s officers … 1 Chr. 27:27

Zabdiel—God has given

1. Father of Jashobeam … 1 Chr. 27:2

2. Postexilic official … Neh. 11:14

Zabud—bestowed

Son of Nathan … 1 Kin. 4:5

Zaccai—probably a contraction of “Zechariah”

Head of a postexilic family … Ezra 2:9

Zacchaeus—pure

Wealthy tax collector converted to Christ … Luke 19:1–10

Zaccur, Zacchur—remembered

1. Father of the Reubenite spy … Num. 13:2, 4

2. Simeonite … 1 Chr. 4:24, 26

3. Merarite Levite … 1 Chr. 24:27

4. Gershonite Levite; a son of Asaph … 1 Chr. 25:2, 10

5. Signer of the covenant … Neh. 10:1, 12

6. A treasurer under Nehemiah … Neh. 13:13

Zacharias

Father of John the Baptist … Luke 1:5–17

Zadok—righteous

1. Descendant of Aaron … 1 Chr. 24:1–3

Copriest with Abiathar … 2 Sam. 20:25

Loyal to David … 2 Sam. 15:24–29

Gently rebuked by David … 2 Sam. 19:11–14

Remained aloof from Adonijah’s usurpation … 1 Kin. 1:8–26

Commanded by David to anoint Solomon … 1 Kin. 1:32–45

Replaced Abiathar … 1 Kin. 2:35

Sons of, faithful … Ezek. 48:11

2. Priest, the son or grandson of Ahitub … 1 Chr. 6:12

3. Jotham’s maternal grandfather … 2 Kin. 15:32, 33

4. Postexilic workman, son of Baana … Neh. 3:4

5. Postexilic workman, son of Immer … Neh. 3:29

6. Ancestor of Christ … Matt. 1:14

Zaham—foul

Son of Rehoboam … 2 Chr. 11:18, 19

Zair—little

Battle camp in Edom … 2 Kin. 8:21

Zalaph—caper plant

Father of Hanun … Neh. 3:30

Zalmon—dark

1. One of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:28

2. Mount near Shechem … Judg. 9:48

Zalmonah—shady

Israelite camp … Num. 33:41, 42

Zalmunna—deprived of shade

Midianite king … Judg. 8:4–21

Zamzummim—murmurers

Race of giants … Deut. 2:20, 21

Same as the Zuzim … Gen. 14:5

Zanoah—rejected

1. Town in south Judah … Josh. 15:1, 34

2. Town of Judah … Josh. 15:56

Zaphnath-Paaneah—revealer of secrets

Name given to Joseph by Pharaoh … Gen. 41:45

Zaphon—concealed

Town of Gad east of the Jordan … Josh. 13:24, 27

Zarephath

Town of Sidon where Elijah restores widow’s son … 1 Kin. 17:8–24; Luke 4:26

Zaretan—cooling

Town near Jezreel … Josh. 3:16; 1 Kin. 4:12

Huram worked near … 1 Kin. 7:46

Zattu—lovely

Founder of a postexilic family … Ezra 2:2, 8

Members of, divorced foreign wives … Ezra 10:18, 19, 27

Signs covenant … Neh. 10:1, 14

Zayin

Seventh letter in the Hebrew alphabet … Ps. 119:49–56

Zaza—projection

Jerahmeelite … 1 Chr. 2:33

Zeal—intense enthusiasm for something

A. Kinds of:

Divine … Is. 9:7

Glorious … Is. 63:15

Wrathful … Ezek. 5:13

Stirring … 2 Cor. 9:2

Intense … 2 Cor. 7:11

Boastful … Phil. 3:4, 6

Ignorant … Rom. 10:2, 3

Righteous … John 2:15–17

Sinful … 2 Sam. 21:1, 2

B. Manifested in concern for:

Lord’s sake … Num. 25:11, 13

Others’ salvation … Rom. 10:1

Missionary work … Rom. 15:18–25

Reformation of character … 2 Cor. 7:11

Desire for spiritual gifts … 1 Cor. 14:12

Doing good works … Titus 2:14

C. Illustrated in Paul’s life by his:

Desire to reach the Jews … Rom. 9:1–3; Rom. 10:1

Determination to evangelize all … 1 Cor. 9:19–23

Willingness to lose all things for Christ … Phil. 3:4–16

Plan to minister to unreached places … Rom. 1:14, 15

Support of himself … 2 Cor. 11:7–12

D. Other examples of:

Moses … Ex. 32:19–35

Phinehas … Num. 25:7–13

Joshua … Josh. 24:14–16

Gideon … Judg. 6:11–32

David … 1 Sam. 17:26–51

Elijah … 1 Kin. 19:10

Jehu … 2 Kin. 9:1–37

Josiah … 2 Kin. 22:1–20

Ezra … Ezra 7:10

Nehemiah … Neh. 4:1–23

Peter and John … Acts 4:8–20

Timothy … Phil. 2:19–22

Epaphroditus … Phil. 2:25–30

Epaphras … Col. 4:12, 13

Zealot—zealous one

Applied to Simon, the Cananite; a party of fanatical Jews … Luke 6:15

Zebadiah—Yahweh has bestowed

1, 2. Two Benjamites … 1 Chr. 8:1, 15, 17

3. Benjamite warrior among David’s mighty men … 1 Chr. 12:1–7

4. One of David’s commanders … 1 Chr. 27:7

5. Korahite Levite … 1 Chr. 26:1, 2

6. Levite teacher under Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 17:8

7. Officer of Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 19:11

8. Postexilic returnee … Ezra 8:8

9. Priest who put away his foreign wife … Ezra 10:20

Zebah—victim; sacrifice

King of Midian killed by Gideon … Judg. 8:4–28

Zebaim—gazelles

Native place of Solomon’s slaves … Ezra 2:55, 57

Zebedee—Yahweh is gift

Galilean fisherman; father of James and John … Matt. 4:21, 22

Zebina—purchased

Priest who put away his foreign wife … Ezra 10:43

Zeboiim

One of five cities destroyed with Sodom and Gomorrah … Gen. 10:19

Zeboim—hyenas

1. Valley in Benjamin … 1 Sam. 13:16–18

2. City of Judah … Neh. 11:34

Zebudah—given

Mother of Jehoiakim … 2 Kin. 23:36

Zebul—hesitation

Ruler of Shechem; exposes Gaal’s revolt … Judg. 9:26–41

Zebulun—dwelling

1. Sixth son of Leah and Jacob … Gen. 30:19, 20

2. Descendants of 1; a tribe of Israel … Num. 2:7

Jacob blesses … Gen. 49:13

First numbering of … Num. 1:30, 31

Second numbering of … Num. 26:27

Representatives of … Num. 1:9

Territory of … Josh. 19:10–16

Warriors of, fight with Deborah … Judg. 5:14, 18

Warriors of, aid Gideon … Judg. 6:34, 35

Judge Elon, member of … Judg. 12:11, 12

Warriors of, in David’s army … 1 Chr. 12:33, 40

Some of, respond to Hezekiah’s reforms … 2 Chr. 30:10–18

Christ visits land of … Is. 9:1; Matt. 4:13–15

12,000 sealed of … Rev. 7:8

Zebulunites—natives of Zebulun

Descendants of Jacob’s son … Num. 26:27

Elon thus called … Judg. 12:11, 12

Zechariah—Yahweh remembers

1. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 9:35, 37

2. Levite porter and counselor … 1 Chr. 9:21, 22

3. Levite musician in David’s reign … 1 Chr. 15:18, 20

4. Priestly trumpeter … 1 Chr. 15:24

5. Kohathite Levite … 1 Chr. 24:25

6. Merarite Levite in David’s reign … 1 Chr. 26:10, 11

7. Manassite … 1 Chr. 27:21

8. Teaching prince under Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 17:7

9. Asaphite Levite … 2 Chr. 20:14

10. Son of King Jehoshaphat … 2 Chr. 21:2–4

11. Son of Jehoiada killed in the temple … 2 Chr. 24:20–22; Matt. 23:35

12. Prophet in Uzziah’s reign … 2 Chr. 26:5

13. King of Israel; last ruler of Jehu’s dynasty … 2 Kin. 15:8–12

14. Reubenite chief … 1 Chr. 5:7

15. Faithful man in Isaiah’s time … Is. 8:2

16. Grandfather of Hezekiah … 2 Kin. 18:1, 2

17. Levite during Hezekiah’s reign … 2 Chr. 29:13

18. Kohathite Levite employed as overseer … 2 Chr. 34:12

19. Temple ruler during Josiah’s reign … 2 Chr. 35:8

20. Postexilic returnee … Ezra 8:3

21. Son of Bebai … Ezra 8:11

22. Man sent by Ezra to secure Levites … Ezra 8:15, 16

23. One of Ezra’s assistants … Neh. 8:4

24. One who divorced his foreign wife … Ezra 10:26

25. Levite trumpeter … Neh. 12:35, 36

26. Priest in dedication ceremony … Neh. 12:41

27. Man of Judah, family of Perez … Neh. 11:4

28. Man of Judah, son of a Shilonite … Neh. 11:5

29. Postexilic priest … Neh. 11:12

30. Postexilic prophet and priest … Ezra 5:1; Zech. 1:1, 7

Zechariah, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Call to repentance … Zech. 1:2–6

The visions … Zech. 1:7–6:15

Against insincerity and disobedience … Zech. 7:1–14

Restoration of Jerusalem … Zech. 8:1–23

Against nations … Zech. 9:1–8

The King comes … Zech. 9:9–17

Parable of shepherds … Zech. 11:4–17

Jerusalem spoiled … Zech. 14:1–6

Jerusalem restored … Zech. 14:7–21

Zecher—memorial

Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:31

Zedad—siding

Place on Palestine’s north boundary … Num. 34:8; Ezek. 47:15

Zedekiah—Yahweh is righteousness

1. False prophet who counsels Ahab unwisely … 1 Kin. 22:6–24

2. Immoral prophet killed by Nebuchadnezzar … Jer. 29:21–23

3. Prince under King Jehoiakim … Jer. 36:12

4. Son of Jeconiah … 1 Chr. 3:16

5. Last king of Judah; uncle and successor of Jehoiachin … 2 Kin. 24:17, 18

Reigns wickedly for 11 years … 2 Chr. 36:11–13

Rebels against Jeremiah … 2 Chr. 36:12

Rebels against Nebuchadnezzar … Jer. 52:3

Makes alliance with Egypt … Ezek. 17:11–21

Rebellion of, denounced by Jeremiah … Jer. 34:1–22

Consults … with Jeremiah … Jer. 37:15–21; Jer. 38:14–28

Imprisons Jeremiah … Jer. 38:1–13

Captured, blinded, taken to Babylon … Jer. 39:1–14; 2 Kin. 25:1–7

6. High official who signs the covenant … Neh. 10:1

Zeeb—wolf

Midianite prince slain by Gideon’s men … Judg. 7:25

Zelah—rib

Towns assigned to Benjamin … Josh. 18:28

Burial place of Kish, Saul, and Jonathan … 2 Sam. 21:14

Zelek—cleft

One of David’s mighty men … 2 Sam. 23:37

Zelophehad—shadow of the fear

Manassite whose five daughters secure female rights … Num. 27:1–7

Zelzah—sun protection

Town in south Benjamin near Rachel’s tomb … 1 Sam. 10:2

Zemaraim—double mount forest

1. Town of Benjamin near Jericho … Josh. 18:22

2. Mountain in Ephraim … 2 Chr. 13:4

Zemarites

Tribe of Canaanites … Gen. 10:18

Zemirah—song

Grandson of Benjamin … 1 Chr. 7:6, 8

Zenan—place of flocks

Town in Judah … Josh. 15:21, 37

Zenas—gift of Zeus

A lawyer … Titus 3:13

Zephaniah—hidden of Yahweh

1. Ancestor of Samuel … 1 Chr. 6:33, 36

2. Author of Zephaniah … Zeph. 1:1

3. Priest and friend of Jeremiah during Zedekiah’s reign … Jer. 21:1

4. Father of a certain Josiah in Zechariah’s time … Zech. 6:10

Zephaniah, Book of—a book of the Old Testament

Coming judgment … Zeph. 1:2–18

Call to repentance … Zeph. 2:1–3

The nations judged … Zeph. 2:4–15

Jerusalem is blessed … Zeph. 3:9–20

Zephath—watchtower

Canaanite town destroyed by Simeon and Judah … Judg. 1:17

See Hormah

Zephathah

Valley near Mareshah … 2 Chr. 14:10

Zepho, Zephi—watch

Grandson of Esau and a chief of Edom … Gen. 36:15, 19; 1 Chr. 1:36

Zephon—watching

Son of Gad and tribal head … Num. 26:15

Called Ziphion … Gen. 46:16

Zer—rock

City assigned to Naphtali … Josh. 19:32, 35

Zerah—dawning

1. Son of Reuel and chief of Edom … Gen. 36:17, 19; 1 Chr. 1:44





2. Son of Judah … Num. 26:20

Ancestor of Achan … Josh. 7:1–18

3. Son of Simeon and tribal head … Num. 26:12, 13

Called Zohar … Gen. 46:10

4. Gershomite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:20, 21, 41

5. Ethiopian general defeated by King Asa … 2 Chr. 14:8–15

Zerahiah—Yahweh is appearing

1. Ancestor of Ezra … Ezra 7:1, 4, 5

2. Son of Pahath-Moab … Ezra 8:4

Zered—willow bush

Brook and valley crossed by Israel … Num. 21:12

Zereda, Zeredah—the fortress

1. City of Ephraim; birthplace of Jeroboam … 1 Kin. 11:26

2. City in the Jordan Valley … 2 Chr. 4:17

Same as Zaretan in … 1 Kin. 7:46

Zererah

Town in the Jordan Valley … Judg. 7:22

Same as Zaretan … 1 Kin. 7:46

Zeresh—golden

Wife of Haman … Esth. 5:10, 14

Zereth—splendor

Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:5–7

Zereth Shahar—the splendor of dawn

City of Reuben … Josh. 13:19

Zeror—bundle

Benjamite … 1 Sam. 9:1

Zeruah—smitten; leprous

Mother of King Jeroboam I … 1 Kin. 11:26

Zerubbabel—seed of Babel

Descendant of David … 1 Chr. 3:19

Leader of Jewish exiles … Neh. 7:6, 7

Restores worship in Jerusalem … Ezra 3:1–8

Rebuilds the temple … Zech. 4:1–14

Prophecy concerning … Hag. 2:23

Ancestor of Christ … Matt. 1:12, 13; Luke 3:27

Zeruiah—balm

Half sister of David … 1 Chr. 2:16

Mother of Joab, Abishai, and Asahel … 2 Sam. 2:18

Zetham—olive tree

Gershonite Levite … 1 Chr. 23:7, 8

Zethan—olive tree

Benjamite … 1 Chr. 7:6, 10

Zethar—sacrifice

One of the seven eunuchs of King Ahasuerus … Esth. 1:10

Zia—the trembler

Gadite … 1 Chr. 5:11, 13

Ziba—plant

Saul’s servant … 2 Sam. 9:9

Befriends David … 2 Sam. 16:1–4

Accused of deception by Mephibosheth … 2 Sam. 19:17–30

Zibeon—hyena

Son of Seir and a clan chief … Gen. 36:20, 21

Zibia—gazelle

Benjamite and household head … 1 Chr. 8:8, 9

Zibiah—gazelle

Mother of King Jehoash … 2 Kin. 12:1

Zichri—famous

1. Kohathite Levite … Ex. 6:21

2, 3, 4. Three Benjamites … 1 Chr. 8:19, 23, 27

5. Son of Asaph … 1 Chr. 9:15

6. Descendant of Moses … 1 Chr. 26:25

7. Reubenite … 1 Chr. 27:16

8. Judahite … 2 Chr. 17:16

9. Mighty man in Pekah’s army … 2 Chr. 28:7

10. Benjamite … Neh. 11:9

11. Postexilic priest … Neh. 12:17

Ziddim—sides

City of Naphtali … Josh. 19:35

Ziha

Head of a Nethinim family … Ezra 2:43

Ziklag—winding

City on the border of Judah … Josh. 15:1, 31

Assigned to Simeon … Josh. 19:1, 5

Held by David … 1 Sam. 27:6

Overthrown by Amalekites … 1 Sam. 30:1–31

Occupied by returnees … Neh. 11:28

Zillah—shadow

One of Lamech’s wives … Gen. 4:19–23

Zillethai—shadow of Yahweh

1. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:20

2. Manassite captain … 1 Chr. 12:20

Zilpah—a drop

Leah’s maid … Gen. 29:24

Mother of Gad and Asher … Gen. 30:9–13

Zimmah—counsel

Gershonite Levite … 1 Chr. 6:20, 42, 43

Zimran—antelope

Son of Abraham and Keturah … Gen. 25:1, 2

Zimri—pertaining to an antelope

1. Grandson of Judah … 1 Chr. 2:3–6

Called Zabdi … Josh. 7:1–18

2. Simeonite prince slain by Phinehas … Num. 25:6–14

3. Benjamite … 1 Chr. 8:1, 36

4. King of Israel for seven days … 1 Kin. 16:8–20

5. Place or people otherwise unknown … Jer. 25:25

Zin—lowland

Wilderness through which the Israelites passed … Num. 20:1

Border of Judah and Edom … Josh. 15:1–3

Zina—abundance

Son of Shimei … 1 Chr. 23:10

Zion—fortress

A. Used literally of:

Jebusite fortress captured by David … 2 Sam. 5:6–9

Place from which Solomon brings the ark … 2 Chr. 5:2

Area occupied by the temple … Is. 8:18

B. Used figuratively of:

Israel as a people of God … 2 Kin. 19:21

God’s spiritual kingdom … Ps. 125:1

Eternal city … Heb. 12:22, 28

Heaven … Rev. 14:1

Zior—smallness

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:54

Ziph—refining place

1. Town in south Judah … Josh. 15:24

2. City in the hill country of Judah … Josh. 15:55

David hides from Saul in wilderness here … 1 Sam. 23:14, 15

3. Son of Jehallelel … 1 Chr. 4:16

Ziphah—lent

Son of Jehallelel … 1 Chr. 4:16

Ziphites—inhabitants of Ziph

Betray David … 1 Sam. 23:19–24

Ziphron—beautiful top

Place in north Palestine … Num. 34:9

Zippor—sparrow

Father of Balak … Num. 22:4, 10

Zipporah—bird

Daughter of Jethro; wife of Moses … Ex. 2:18, 20–22; Ex. 18:1–6

Zithri—my protection

Grandson of Kohath … Ex. 6:18, 22

Ziv—splendor, bloom

Second month of the Jewish year … 1 Kin. 6:1

Ziz—brightness

Pass leading from Dead Sea to Jerusalem … 2 Chr. 20:16

Ziza—brightness

1. Simeonite leader … 1 Chr. 4:24, 37, 38

2. Son of Rehoboam … 2 Chr. 11:18–20

Zizah

Gershonite Levite … 1 Chr. 23:7, 10, 11

Same as Zina … 1 Chr. 23:10

Zoan

City in Lower Egypt … Num. 13:22

Place of God’s miracles … Ps. 78:12, 43

Princes resided at … Is. 30:2, 4

Object of God’s wrath … Ezek. 30:14

Zoar—little

Ancient city of Canaan originally named Bela … Gen. 14:2, 8

Spared destruction at Lot’s request … Gen. 19:20–23

Seen by Moses from Mt. Pisgah … Deut. 34:1–3

Object of prophetic doom … Is. 15:5

Zobah

Syrian kingdom; wars against Saul … 1 Sam. 14:47

Zobebah—the affable

Judahite … 1 Chr. 4:1, 8

Zohar—gray

1. Father of Ephron the Hittite … Gen. 23:8

2. Son of Simeon … Gen. 46:10

Zoheleth—serpent

Stone near En Rogel … 1 Kin. 1:9

Zoheth—proud

Descendant of Judah … 1 Chr. 4:1, 20

Zophah—potbellied jug

Asherite … 1 Chr. 7:30, 35, 36

Zophar—chirper

Naamathite and friend of Job … Job 2:11

Zophim—watchers

Field on the top of Mt. Pisgah … Num. 23:14

Zorah—hornet

Town of Judah … Josh. 15:1, 33

Inhabited by Danites … Josh. 19:40, 41

Place of Samson’s birth and burial … Judg. 13:24, 25; Judg. 16:30, 31

Inhabited by returnees … Neh. 11:25, 29

Zorathite

Native of Zorah … 1 Chr. 4:2

Descendants of Caleb … 1 Chr. 2:50, 53

Zorite

Same as Zorathite … 1 Chr. 2:54

Zuar—small, little

Father of Nethanel … Num. 1:8

Zuph—honeycomb

1. Ancestor of Samuel … 1 Chr. 6:33, 35

2. Region in Judah … 1 Sam. 9:4–6

Zur—rock

1. A Midianite leader … Num. 25:15, 18

2. Son of Jeiel … 1 Chr. 8:30; 1 Chr. 9:35

Zuriel—God is a rock

Merarite Levite … Num. 3:35

Zurishaddai—the Almighty is a rock

Father of Shelumiel … Num. 7:36, 41

Zuzim—prominent; giant

Tribe east of the Jordan … Gen. 14:5

Probably same as Zamzummim … Deut. 2:20




Read Your Bible Through In a Year

A systematic division of the books of the Bible, primarily for reading.
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Visual Survey of the Bible
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Principle: Rigteousness is creative; sin is destructive (Gen. 2:17; Rom. 6:23).

Practice: Genesis 1–11, the prologue not only to Genesis, but to the entire Bible, begins with the ordered and life-giving activity of the holy Creator. The fall of man and the consequent spread of sin stand in stark contrast to the work of God and illustrate the disorder and death that always accompany rebellion against the purposes of the Lord. God is not mocked; in a moral and spiritual universe, sin must be judged. What must you do, according to Romans 3:21–26, to escape the condemnation of your Creator?
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Principle: The destructiveness of sin is overcome by a faith that takes God at His word in spite of appearances and circumstances to the contrary (Gen. 15:6; John 3:16; Heb. 11:8–22).

Practice: Beginning in Genesis 12, God drew forth a man who would be the father of the people from whom and to whom the Messiah would come. Abraham became a friend of God through faith. In spite of appearances to the contrary, he went to a land he had not seen, believed God’s promise of a son, and offered up that son at the same area where God’s own Son would be crucified. Because he believed God, his faith was accounted to him for righteousness. In the same way, you can enter into a relationship with God by placing your trust in the Person and work of His Son. Have you made that decision?
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Principle: Revelation demands obedience, and obedience brings blessing (Deut. 6:1–15; Josh. 1:8; John 15:12–17).

Practice: After redeeming His people from bondage, the Lord spoke to them in power and glory at Mt. Sinai. The revelation of the Mosaic law required a response of obedience. Their success as individuals and as a nation would depend on the degree of their conformity to God’s moral, civil, and ceremonial law. Likewise, disobedience would lead to disaster (e.g., the wilderness wandering and servitude in the time of the Judges). As believers in Christ, our success is measured by the degree of our conformity to His character. To what extent is Christ the Lord of your life?
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After their deliverance from Egyptian bondage, the children of Israel needed to learn to walk with their God. The Law was given to instruct the people about the person and the ways of their Redeemer so that they could be set apart to a life of holiness and obedience, not to save anyone but to reveal the people’s need to trust in the Lord.

As Paul told the Galatians, “Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith” (Gal. 3:24).

The Law combines poetry, salvation history, legislation, and exhortation. The three major divisions of the Law (Deut. 4:44) are the testimonies (moral duties), the statutes (ceremonial duties), and the judgments or ordinances (civil and social duties). The moral portion of the Law is summarized in the Ten Commandments (Ex. 20:1–17; Deut. 5:6–21):
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Principle: Obedience grows out of a heart for God (Deut. 6:5; 1 Sam 13:14; 1 Chr. 28:9; Acts 13:22).

Practice: Saul and David are a study in contrasts. The key to Saul’s failure was his lack of a heart for God; the key to David’s greatness was his obvious love for the Lord. David’s relationship with God became the standard by which all the kings of Judah would be measured. To know God is to love Him, and to love Him is to desire to obey Him. Read Psalm 23 as a model of a man who was intimate with God. What are the things that may be hindering your growth in the knowledge of God?
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THEMES OF THE POETIC BOOKS


BOOK • KEY WORD • THEME

Job • Sovereignty • God revealed Himself in His majesty and power to Job. It became clear that the real issue was not Job’s suffering (caused by Job’s sin) but God’s sovereignty.

Psalms • Worship • The five books of psalms span the centuries from Moses to the post-exilic period, covering the full range of human emotions and experiences. Suited for service as the temple hymnal, they were set to music and focused on worship.

Proverbs • Wisdom • Proverbs was designed to equip the reader in practical wisdom, discernment, discipline, and discretion. The development of skills in all the details of life are stressed, so that beauty and righteousness will replace foolishness and evil through dependence upon God.

Ecclesiastes • Vanity • The Preacher applied his great mind and resources to the quest for meaning and purpose in life. He found that wisdom, wealth, works, pleasure, and power all led to futility and striving after wind. The only source of ultimate meaning and fulfillment is God Himself.

Song of Solomon • Love in Marriage • This beautiful song portrays the intimate love relationship between Solomon and his Shulamite bride. It magnifies the virtues of physical and emotional love in marriage.
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Principle: To have a heart for God is to approach life from His perspective (Job 42:1–6; Ps. 1; 19; 63; 73; 119; Prov. 2:1–9; Rom. 12:1–3).

Practice: The poetic books record the struggles of men like Job, David, Solomon, and Asaph to gain a divine perspective on their lives and circumstances. As they learned to set their minds on the Person, powers, and perfections of God, their wills and emotions came into alignment with His truth. True wisdom is seeing life from God’s side, and this is rooted in setting our minds (meditating) on the things above (Col. 3:1–3). Try dipping into the Psalms and Proverbs on a daily basis and prayerfully ponder what you read.

THE PATH TO TRUE SUCCESS


Question • Principle

1. What is wisdom? • Wisdom is the key to a life of beauty, fulfillment, and purpose (Prov. 3:15–18). Wisdom is the skill in the art of living life with every area under the dominion of God. It is the ability to use the best means at the best time to accomplish the best ends.

2. How do we pursue wisdom? • The treasure of wisdom rests in the hands of God. Since it comes from above (Prov. 2:6; cf. James 3:17), we cannot attain it apart from Him.

3. What are the conditions for attaining wisdom? • True wisdom can only be gained by cultivating the fear of the Lord (Job 28:28; Ps. 86:11; 111:10; Prov. 1:7; 9:10).

4. What is the fear of the Lord? • To fear God is to have an attitude of awe and humility before Him (Prov. 15:33). It is to recognize Him as our Creator and our complete dependence upon Him in every activity of our lives.

5. Why have so few people developed this fear of God? • The temporal value system of this world is based on what is seen, while the eternal value system of Scripture is based on what is unseen (2 Cor. 4:16–18; 5:7). The former exerts a powerful influence upon us, and we struggle with giving up the seen for the unseen.

6. What can enable us to choose the eternal value system? • This choice is based on faith (believing God in spite of appearances and circumstances), and faith is based on trust.

7. How do we grow in faith? • Our ability to trust God is directly proportional to our knowledge of God. The better we know Him, the more we can trust Him.

8. How can we increase in our knowledge of God? • We become intimate with God as we talk with Him in prayer and listen to His voice in Scripture. The better we know God, the more we love Him and want to respond to His desires for our lives. Faith in God is simply trusting Him as a person, and trust is manifested in action.
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PROPHETS BEFORE THE EXILE • EXILE PROPHETS • PROPHETS AFTER THE EXILE

To Israel: Amos (760); Hosea (755) • To Jews in Babylon: Daniel (605); Ezekiel (592) • To the Remnant after returning: Haggai (520); Zechariah (520); Malachi (432)

To Nineveh: Jonah (760); Nahum (660) •____• _____

To Edom: Obadiah (840) •____• _____

To Judah: Joel (835); Isaiah (740); Micah (735); Zephaniah (630); Jeremiah (627); Habakkuk (607); Lamentations (586) •____• _____
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Principle: God’s disciplines are designed to restore a heart for Himself (Jer. 17:5, 7; Joel 2:12, 13; Heb. 12:5–11).

Practice: God had to discipline His people because of their moral and spiritual rebellion and their refusal to heed the warnings of His prophets. Reproof is designed to bring repentance, and repentance brings restoration. The same prophets who pronounced the condemnation of God also announced the consolation of God. Similarly, because God loves us, He must sometimes chasten us as His children to train us in the ways of righteousness. How do you respond during these times? Are you teachable or intractable?

THEMES OF THE PROPHETIC BOOKS

The Major Prophets


BOOK • KEY WORD • THEME

Isaiah • Salvation Is of the Lord • Twofold message of condemnation (1–39) and consolation (40–66). God’s judgment on the sins of Judah, the surrounding nations, and the world, followed by future salvation and restoration.

Jeremiah • Judah’s Last Hour • Declaration of certain judgment of God against Judah. God promises to establish a new covenant with His people.

Lamentations • Lamentations • This beautifully structured series of five lament poems is a funeral dirge for the fallen city of Jerusalem.

Ezekiel • Future Restoration • Ministry to the Jewish captives in Babylon before and after the fall of Jerusalem. The fate of Judah’s foes and an apocalyptic vision of Judah’s future.

Daniel • God’s Program for Israel • Outlines God’s plan for the Gentile nations (2–7) and portrays Israel during the time of Gentile domination (8–12).


The Minor Prophets


BOOK • KEY WORD • THEME

Hosea • God’s Love for Israel • The story of Hosea and his faithless wife illustrates the loyal love of God and the spiritual adultery of Israel.

Joel • Day of the Lord • A recent locust plague illustrates the far more terrifying day of the Lord. God appeals to the people to repent in order to avert the coming disaster.

Amos • Judgment of Israel • In eight pronouncements of judgment, Amos spirals around the surrounding countries before landing on Israel. He lists the sins of Israel and calls for repentance.

Obadiah • Judgment of Edom • Condemns the nation of Edom (descended from Esau) for refusing to act as a brother toward Judah (descended from Jacob).

Jonah • Revival in Nineveh • The repentant response of the people of Nineveh to Jonah’s one-line prophetic message caused the God of mercy to spare the city.

Micah • Judgment and Restoration of Judah • In spite of divine retribution against the corruption of Israel and Judah. God’s covenant with them will be fulfilled in Messiah’s future kingdom.

Nahum • Judgment of Nineveh • About 125 years after Nineveh repented under the preaching of Jonah, Micah predicted the destruction of the city because of its idolatry and brutality.

Habakkuk • Live by Faith • Troubled with God’s plan to use the Babylonians as His rod of judgment of Judah, Habakkuk praises the Lord after gaining a better pespective on His power and purposes.

Zephaniah • Day of the Lord • The coming day of the Lord is a time of awesome judgment followed by great blessing. Judah stands condemned, but God will restore the fortunes of the remnant.

Haggai • Reconstruction of the Temple • After the Babylonian exile, Haggai urges the Jews to put God first and finish the temple they had begun so that they can enjoy God’s blessing.

Zechariah • Prepare for the Messiah • Like Haggai, Zechariah exhorts the Jews to complete the construction of the temple. He relates it to the coming of Messiah in a series of visions and messianic prophecies.

Malachi • Appeal to Backsliders • The spiritual climate of the people had grown cold, and Malachi rebukes them for their religious and social compromise. If they return to God with sincere hearts, they will be blessed.
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Principle: True restoration results from being molded by the Word within rather than by the world without (Ezra 7:10; 9:10–15; Is. 46:3, 4; Acts 7:51–53).

Practice: Even after the chastening of the Exile, most of the returning Jews became enmeshed once again in the affairs of the world and neglected their relationship with God. For some, the problem was external religiosity without internal reality; for others, the problem was being more influenced by culture than by Scripture. God has always had to work with a faithful minority who love Him enough to stand against the tide of the world system. Is your quality of life different from that of those who love the world more than they love the Lord?
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THE GOSPELS COMPARED AND CONTRASTED


Topics • The Synoptic Gospels

 Matthew • Mark • Luke • John

Probable Date • A.D. 58–68 • A.D. 55–65 • A.D. 60–68 • A.D. 80–90

Place of Writing • Syria Antioch or Palestine • Rome • Rome/Greece • Ephesus

Original Audience • Jewish mind (Religious) • Roman mind (Pragmatic) • Greek mind (Idealistic) • Universal

Theme • Messiah-King • Servant-Redeemer • Perfect Man • Son of God

Traditional Picture of Christ (cf. Ezek. 1:10; Rev. 4:6–8) • The Lion (strength, authority) • The Bull (service, power) • The Man (wisdom, character) • The Eagle (deity, person)

Portrait of Christ • God-man •____ •____• God-man

Perspective • Historical •____ •____• Theological

Unique Material • Less unique (Matthew, 42%; Mark, 7%; Luke, 59%) •____ •____• More unique (92%)

Chronology • Only one Passover mentioned •____ •____• Three or four Passovers mentioned

Geography • Concentrates on Galilean ministry •____ •____• Concentrates on Judean ministry

Discourse Material • More public •____ •____• More private

Teaching Method • Parables •____ •____• Allegories

Teaching Emphasis • More on ethical, practical teachings •____ •____• More on the Person of Christ

Relationship to Other Gospels • Complementary •____ •____• Supplementary
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Principle: Jesus, the living Word, lives His life in and through us as we walk in dependence upon Him (John 1:11, 12; 10:10; 15:4, 5; Gal. 2:20).

Practice: In Christ, God personally revealed Himself in human flesh: to see Him is to see God (John 12:45; 14:9), to know Him is to know God (John 8:19), to receive Him is to receive God (Mark 9:37), to honor Him is to honor God (John 5:23), and to reject Him is to reject God (Luke 10:16). He is the vine, the source of life; we are the branches, the channels of life. It is only as we draw our life from Him that we bear lasting fruit. To what extent are you looking to Jesus as the true source of your security, significance, and fulfillment?
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THE BOOK OF ACTS IN OVERVIEW


Chapters • Acts 1–7 • Acts 8–12 • Acts 13–28

Spread of the Church • The church in Jerusalem • The church in all Judea and Samaria • The church to all the earth

The Gospel • Witnessing in the city • Witnessing in the provinces • Witnessing in the world

Theme • Power and progress of the church • Expansion of the church • Paul’s three journeys and trials

People Addressed • Jews • Samaritans • Gentiles

Key Person • Peter • Philip • Paul

Time • 2 years (A.D. 33–35) • 13 years (A.D. 35–48) • 14 years (A.D. 48–62)

Development • Triumph • Transition • Travels and trials

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.’’ (Acts 1:8).
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Principle: Christ’s life is reproduced in others when we take the initiative to witness in the power of the Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:18–20; Acts 1:8; Col. 4:2–6).

Practice: The Book of Acts records the spread of the gospel from the city of Jerusalem to the whole province of Judea and Samaria, and ultimately through the Roman Empire and beyond. These first-century Christians were sold out for the cause of Christ and transformed their world as their lives became living epistles of the Good News. God has called us to a lifestyle of evangelism in which we build relationships with non-Christians. These friendships in turn become natural bridges for communicating the gospel. Take a close look at Colossians 4:2–6 to learn how to become more effective as an instrument of the Holy Spirit to reproduce the life of Christ in others.
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Principle: God wants us to grow in our understanding that Christ’s life and destiny are our life and destiny (2 Cor. 4:16–18; Eph. 1:3, 17–19; 3:16–19; Phil. 1:21; 3:20, 21; 1 Pet. 1:3–9).

Practice: Paul, Peter, and the other apostles learned the secret of developing an eternal perspective in the midst of earthly problems. They were able to live above their circumstances and rejoice even while being persecuted because of their firm grasp on who they were in Christ and where they were going. In spite of his imprisonment, Paul could write, “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21). Are you looking more at “the things which are seen” or at “the things which are not seen”? The former are temporary, but the latter are eternal (2 Cor. 4:18).

[image: ]

PAUL’S LETTERS TO CHURCHES


BOOK • KEY WORD • THEME

Romans • Righteousness of God • Portrays the gospel from condemnation to justification to sanctification to glorification (1–8). Presents God’s program for Jews and Gentiles (9–11) and practical exhortations for believers (12–16).

1 Corinthians • Correction of Carnal Living • Corrects problems of factions, immorality, lawsuits, and abuse of the Lord’s Supper (1–6). Replies to questions concerning marriage, meat offered to idols, public worship, and the Resurrection (7–16).

2 Corinthians • Paul Defends His Ministry • Defends Paul’s apostolic character, call, and credentials. The majority had repented of their rebellion against Paul, but there was still an unrepentant minority.

Galatians • Freedom from the Law • Refutes the error of legalism that had ensnared the churches of Galatia. Demonstrates the superiority of grace over law, and magnifies the life of liberty over legalism and license.

Ephesians • Building the Body of Christ • Extols the believer’s position in Christ (1–3), and exhorts the readers to maintain a spiritual walk that is based upon their spiritual wealth (4–6).

Philippians • To Live Is Christ • Paul speaks of the latest developments in his imprisonment and urges his readers to a lifestyle of unity, humility, and godliness.

Colossians • The Preeminence of Christ • Demonstrates the preeminence of Christ in creation, redemption, and the relationships of life. The Christian is complete in Christ and needs nothing else.

1 Thessalonians • Holiness in Light of Christ’s Return • Paul commends the Thessalonians for their faith and reminds them of his motives and concerns on their behalf. He exhorts them to purity of life and teaches them about the coming of the Lord.

2 Thessalonians • Understanding the Day of the Lord • Paul corrects false conclusions about the day of the Lord, explains what must precede this awesome event, and exhorts his readers to remain diligent.


PAUL’S LETTERS TO PEOPLE


BOOK • KEY WORD • THEME

1 Timothy • Leadership Manual for Churches • Paul counsels Timothy on the problems of false teachers, public prayer, the role of women, and the requirements for elders and deacons.

2 Timothy • Endurance in Ministry • A combat manual designed to build up and encourage Timothy to boldness and steadfastness in view of the hardships of the spiritual warfare.

Titus • Conduct Manual for Churches • Lists the requirements for elders and instructs Titus in his duties relative to the various groups in the churches.

Philemon • Forgiveness from Slavery • Paul appeals to Philemon to forgive Onesimus and to regard him no longer as a slave but as a brother in Christ.


LETTERS FROM OTHERS


BOOK • KEY WORD • THEME

Hebrews • Superiority of Christ • Demonstrates the superiority of Christ’s Person, priesthood, and power over all that preceded Him to encourage the readers to mature and to become stable in their faith.

James • Faith that Works • A practical catalog of the characteristics of true faith written to exhort James’s Hebrew-Christian readers to examine the reality of their own faith.

1 Peter • Suffering for Christ • Comfort and counsel to those who were being maligned for their faith in Christ. They are encouraged to develop an attitude of submission in view of their suffering.

2 Peter • Guard Against False Prophets • Copes with internal opposition in the form of false teachers who were enticing believers into their errors of belief and conduct. Appeals for growth in the true knowledge of Christ.

1 John • Fellowship with God • Explores the dimensions of fellowship between redeemed people and God. Believers must walk in His light, manifest His love, and abide in His life.

2 John • Avoid Fellowship with False Teachers • John commends his readers for remaining steadfast in apostolic truth and reminds them to walk in love and avoid false teachers.

3 John • Enjoy Fellowship with the Brethren • John thanks Gaius for his support of traveling teachers of the truth, in contrast to Diotrephes, who rejected them and told others to do the same.

Jude • Contend for the Faith • This exposé of false teachers reveals their conduct and character and predicts their judgment. Jude encourages his readers to build themselves up in the truth and contend earnestly for the faith.

Revelation • Revelation of the Coming Christ • The glorified Christ gives seven messages to the church (1–3). Visions of unparalleled judment upon rebellious humankind are followed by the Second Advent (4–19). The Apocalypse concludes with a description of the new heaven and new earth and the marvels of the New Jerusalem (20–22).
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The First Book of Moses Called Genesis
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THE BOOK OF GENESIS

The first part of Genesis focuses on the beginning and spread of sin in the world and culminates in the devastating flood in the days of Noah. The second part of the book focuses on God’s dealings with one man, Abraham, through whom God promises to bring salvation and blessing to the world. Abraham and his descendants learn firsthand that it is always safe to trust the Lord in times of famine and feasting, blessing and bondage. From Abraham … to Isaac … to Jacob … to Joseph … God’s promises begin to come to fruition in a great nation possessing a great land.

Genesis is a Greek word meaning “origin, ” “source, ” “generation, ” or “beginning.” The original Hebrew title Bereshith means “In the Beginning.”

The literary structure of Genesis is clear and is built around eleven separate units, each headed with the word generations in the phrase “These are the generations” or “The book of the generations”: (1) Introduction to the Generations (1:1–2:3); (2) Heaven and Earth (2:4–4:26); (3) Adam (5:1–6:8); (4) Noah (6:9–9:29); (5) Sons of Noah (10:1–11:9); (6) Shem (11:10–26); (7) Terah (11:27–25:11); (8) Ishmael (25:12–18); (9) Isaac (25:19–35:29); (10) Esau (36:1–37:1); (11) Jacob (37:2–50:26).
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THE AUTHOR OF GENESIS

Although Genesis does not directly name its author, and although Genesis ends some three centuries before Moses was born, the whole of Scripture and church history are unified in their adherence to the Mosaic authorship of Genesis.

The Old Testament is replete with both direct and indirect testimonies to the Mosaic authorship of the entire Pentateuch (Ex. 17:14; Lev. 1:1, 2; Num. 33:2; Deut. 1:1; Josh. 1:7; 1 Kin. 2:3; 2 Kin. 14:6; Ezra 6:18; Neh. 13:1; Dan. 9:11–13; Mal. 4:4). The New Testament also contains numerous testimonies (Matt. 8:4; Mark 12:26; Luke 16:29; John 7:19; Acts 26:22; Rom. 10:19; 1 Cor. 9:9; 2 Cor. 3:15).

The early church openly held to the Mosaic authorship, as does the first-century Jewish historian Josephus. As would be expected, the Jerusalem Talmud supports Moses as author.

It would be difficult to find a man in all the range of Israel’s life who was better prepared or qualified to write this history. Trained in the “wisdom of the Egyptians” (Acts 7:22), Moses had been providentially prepared to understand and integrate, under the inspiration of God, all the available records, manuscripts, and oral narratives.
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THE TIME OF GENESIS

Genesis divides neatly into three geographical settings: (1) the Fertile Crescent (1–11); (2) Israel (12–36); (3) Egypt (37–50).

The setting of the first eleven chapters changes rapidly as it spans more than two thousand years and fifteen hundred miles, and paints the majestic acts of the Creation, the Garden of Eden, the Noahic Flood, and the towering citadel of Babel.

The middle section of Genesis rapidly funnels down from the broad brim of the two millennia spent in the Fertile Crescent to less than two hundred years in the little country of Canaan. Surrounded by the rampant immorality and idolatry of the Canaanites, the godliness of Abraham rapidly degenerates into gross immorality in some of his descendants.

In the last fourteen chapters, God dramatically saves the small Israelite nation from extinction by transferring the seventy persons to Egypt so that they may grow and multiply. Egypt is an unexpected womb for the growth of God’s chosen nation Israel, to be sure, but one in which they are isolated from the maiming influence of Canaan.

Genesis spans more time than any other book in the Bible; in fact, it covers more than all sixty-five other books of the Bible put together.

Utilizing the same threefold division noted above, the following dates can be assigned:


A. 2,000 or more years, 4000–2090 B.C. (Gen. 1–11)

1. Creation, 4000 B.C. or earlier (Gen. 1:1)

2. Death of Terah, 2090 B.C. (Gen. 11:32)

B. 193 years, 2090–1897 B.C. (Gen. 12–36)

1. Death of Terah, 2090 B.C. (Gen. 11:32)

2. Joseph to Egypt, c. 1897 B.C. (Gen. 37:2)

C. 93 years, 1897–1804 B.C. (Gen. 37–50)


1. Joseph to Egypt, c. 1897 B.C. (Gen. 37:2)

2. Death of Joseph, 1804 B.C. (Gen. 50:26)
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THE CHRIST OF GENESIS

Genesis moves from the general to the specific in its messianic predictions: Christ is the Seed of the woman (3:15), from the line of Seth (4:25), the son of Shem (9:27), the descendant of Abraham (12:3), of Isaac (21:12), of Jacob (25:23), and of the tribe of Judah (49:10).

Christ is also seen in people and events that serve as types. (A “type” is a historical fact that illustrates a spiritual truth.) Adam is “a type of Him who was to come” (Rom. 5:14). Both entered the world through a special act of God as sinless men. Adam is the head of the old creation; Christ is the Head of the new creation. Abel’s acceptable offering of a blood sacrifice points to Christ, and there is a parallel in his murder by Cain. Melchizedek (“Righteous King”) is “made like the Son of God” (Heb. 7:3). He is the king of Salem (“Peace”) who brings forth bread and wine and is the priest of the Most High God. Joseph is also a type of Christ. Joseph and Christ are both objects of special love by their fathers, both are hated by their brothers, both are rejected as rulers over their brothers, both are conspired against and sold for silver, both are condemned though innocent, and both are raised from humiliation to glory by the power of God.
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KEYS TO GENESIS

Key Word: Beginnings—Genesis gives the beginning of almost everything, including the beginning of the universe, life, man, sabbath, death, marriage, sin, redemption, family, literature, cities, art, language, and sacrifice.

Key Verses: Genesis 3:15; 12:3—“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel” (3:15).

“I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (12:3).

Key Chapter: Genesis 15—Central to all of Scripture is the Abrahamic covenant, which is given in 12:1–3 and ratified in 15:1–21. Israel receives three specific promises: (1) the promise of a great land—“from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates” (15:18); (2) the promise of a great nation—“and I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth” (13:16); and (3) the promise of a great blessing—“I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing” (12:2).
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SURVEY OF GENESIS

Genesis is not so much a history of man as it is the first chapter in the history of the redemption of man. As such, Genesis is a highly selective spiritual interpretation of history. Genesis is divided into four great events (1–11) and four great people (12–50).

The Four Great Events: Chapters 1–11 lay the foundation upon which the whole Bible is built and center on four key events. (1) Creation: God is the sovereign Creator of matter, energy, space, and time. Man is the pinnacle of the Creation. (2) Fall: Creation is followed by corruption. In the first sin man is separated from God (Adam from God), and in the second sin, man is separated from man (Cain from Abel). In spite of the devastating curse of the Fall, God promises hope of redemption through the Seed of the woman (3:15). (3) Flood: As man multiplies, sin also multiplies until God is compelled to destroy humanity with the exception of Noah and his family. (4) Nations: Genesis teaches the unity of the human race: we are all children of Adam through Noah, but because of rebellion at the Tower of Babel, God fragments the single culture and language of the post-flood world and scatters people over the face of the earth.

The Four Great People: Once the nations are scattered, God focuses on one man and his descendants through whom He will bless all nations (12–50). (1) Abraham: The calling of Abraham (12) is the pivotal point of the book. The three covenant promises God makes to Abraham (land, descendants, and blessing) are foundational to His program of bringing salvation upon the earth. (2) Isaac: God establishes His covenant with Isaac as the spiritual link with Abraham. (3) Jacob: God transforms this man from selfishness to servanthood and changes his name to Israel, the father of the twelve tribes. (4) Joseph: Jacob’s favorite son suffers at the hands of his brothers and becomes a slave in Egypt. After his dramatic rise to the rulership of Egypt, Joseph delivers his family from famine and brings them out of Canaan to Goshen.

Genesis ends on a note of impending bondage with the death of Joseph. There is great need for the redemption that is to follow in the Book of Exodus.
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CHAPTER 1

Creation of the World

1In the Rbeginning RGod created the heavens and the earth. 

2The earth was Rwithout form, and void; and darkness was* on the face of the deep. RAnd the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

3Then God said, R“Let there be Rlight”; and there was light. 

4And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided the light from the darkness.

5God called the light Day, and the Rdarkness He called Night. So the evening and the morning were the first day. 

6Then God said, “Let there be a Tfirmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.” 

7Thus God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were Rabove the firmament; and it was so. 

8And God called the firmament Heaven. So the evening and the morning were the second day.

9Then God said, R“Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and Rlet the dry land appear”; and it was so. 

10And God called the dry land Earth, and the gathering together of the waters He called Seas. And God saw that it was good.

11Then God said, “Let the earth Rbring forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the Rfruit tree that yields fruit according to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth”; and it was so. 

12And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed according to its kind, and the tree that yields fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.

13So the evening and the morning were the third day.

14Then God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years;

15“and let them be for lights in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth”; and it was so.

16Then God made two great Tlights: the Rgreater light to rule the day, and the Rlesser light to rule the night. He made Rthe stars also. 

17God set them in the firmament of the Rheavens to give light on the earth, 

18and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.

19So the evening and the morning were the fourth day.

20Then God said, “Let the waters abound with an abundance of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the face of the Tfirmament of the heavens.” 

21So RGod created great sea creatures and every living thing that moves, with which the waters abounded, according to their kind, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 

22And God blessed them, saying, R“Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 

23So the evening and the morning were the fifth day.

24Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth the living creature according to its kind: cattle and creeping thing and beast of the earth, each according to its kind”; and it was so.

25And God made the beast of the earth according to its kind, cattle according to its kind, and everything that creeps on the earth according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.

26Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; Rlet them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all* the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

27So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; Rmale and female He created them. 

28Then God blessed them, and God said to them, R“Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and Rsubdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

29And God said, “See, I have given you every herb that yields seed which is on the face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food.

30“Also, to Revery beast of the earth, to every Rbird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, in which there is Tlife, I have given every green herb for food”; and it was so. 

31Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the evening and the morning were the sixth day.




CHAPTER 2

1Thus the heavens and the earth, and Rall the host of them, were finished. 

2RAnd on the seventh day God ended His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done. 

3Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God had created and made.

Creation of Man

4RThis is the history* of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 

5before any Rplant of the field was in the earth and before any herb of the field had grown. For the LORD God had not Rcaused it to rain on the earth, and there was no man to till the ground; 

6but a mist went up from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground.

7And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and Rbreathed into his Rnostrils the breath of life; and Rman became a living being. 

8The LORD God planted a garden Reastward in REden, and there He put the man whom He had formed. 

9And out of the ground the LORD God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

10Now a river went out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it parted and became four riverheads.

11The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one which skirts Rthe whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. 

12And the gold of that land is good. RBdellium and the onyx stone are there. 

13The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one which goes around the whole land of Cush.

14The name of the third river is Hiddekel;* it is the one which goes toward the east of Assyria. The fourth river is the Euphrates.

15Then the LORD God took Tthe man and put him in the garden of Eden to Ttend and keep it. 

16And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat;

17“but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

18And the LORD God said, “It is not good that man should be alone; RI will make him a helper comparable to him.” 

19ROut of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and Rbrought them to TAdam to see what he would call them. And whatever Adam called each living creature, that was its name. 

20So Adam gave names to all cattle, to the birds of the air, and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper comparable to him.

21And the LORD God caused a Rdeep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 

22Then the rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman, Rand He brought her to the man. 

23And Adam said:

“This is now Rbone of my bones

And flesh of my flesh; 

She shall be called Woman, 

Because she was taken out of Man.”

24RTherefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 

25And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.




CHAPTER 3

Temptation

1Now the serpent was Rmore cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” 

2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden;

3“but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you Rtouch it, lest you die.’” 

4RThen the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 

5“For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

The Fall

6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.

7Then the eyes of both of them were opened, Rand they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. 

Judgment on Man and Woman

8And they heard Rthe sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife Rhid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 

9Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, “Where are you?”

10So he said, “I heard Your voice in the garden, Rand I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 

11And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?”

12Then the man said, R“The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate.” 

13And the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

14So the LORD God said to the serpent:

“Because you have done this, 

You are cursed more than all cattle, 

And more than every beast of the field;

On your belly you shall go, 

And Ryou shall eat dust

All the days of your life. 

15And I will put enmity

Between you and the woman, 

And between your seed and her Seed;

RHe shall bruise your head, 

And you shall bruise His heel.”

16To the woman He said:

“I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception;

RIn pain you shall bring forth children;

Your desire shall be for your husband, 

And he shall rule over you.” 

17Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’:

R“Cursed is the ground for your sake;

In toil you shall eat of it

All the days of your life. 

18Both thorns and thistles it shall Tbring forth for you, 

And you shall eat the herb of the field.

19RIn the sweat of your face you shall eat bread

Till you return to the ground, 

For out of it you were taken;

RFor dust you are, 

And to dust you shall return.”

20And Adam called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.

21Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed them.

22Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”—

23therefore the LORD God sent him out of the garden of Eden Rto till the ground from which he was taken. 

24So RHe drove out the man; and He placed Rcherubim Rat the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of Rlife. 




CHAPTER 4

The Initial Conflict

1Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, “I have acquired a man from the LORD.”

2Then she bore again, this time his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.

3And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit Rof the ground to the LORD. 

4Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the LORD Rrespected Abel and his offering, 

5but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell.

6So the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen?

7“If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is Tfor you, but you should rule over it.” 

8Now Cain talked with Abel his brother;* and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and Rkilled him. 

9Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said, R“I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

10And He said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood Rcries out to Me from the ground. 

11“So now Ryou are cursed from the earth, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 

12“When you till the ground, it shall no longer yield its strength to you. A fugitive and a vagabond you shall be on the earth.”

13And Cain said to the LORD, “My Tpunishment is greater than I can bear! 

14“Surely You have driven me out this day from the face of the ground; I shall be hidden from Your face; I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond on the earth, and it will happen that anyone who finds me will kill me.”

15And the LORD said to him, “Therefore, * whoever kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him Rsevenfold.” And the LORD set a Rmark on Cain, lest anyone finding him should kill him. 

The Ungodly Line of Cain

16Then Cain Rwent out from the Rpresence of the LORD and dwelt in the land of Nod on the east of Eden. 

17And Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch. And he built a city, Rand called the name of the city after the name of his son—Enoch. 

18To Enoch was born Irad; and Irad begot Mehujael, and Mehujael begot Methushael, and Methushael begot Lamech.

19Then Lamech took for himself Rtwo wives: the name of one was Adah, and the name of the second was Zillah. 

20And Adah bore Jabal. He was the father of those who dwell in tents and have livestock.

21His brother’s name was Jubal. He was the father of all those who play the harp and Tflute. 

22And as for Zillah, she also bore Tubal-Cain, an instructor of every craftsman in bronze and iron. And the sister of Tubal-Cain was Naamah.

23Then Lamech said to his wives:

“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;

Wives of Lamech, listen to my speech!

For I have Tkilled a man for wounding me, 

Even a young man for hurting me.

24If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, 

Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold.”

The Godly Line of Seth 1 Chr. 1:1–4; Luke 3:36–38

25And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and Rnamed him Seth, “For God has appointed another seed for me instead of Abel, whom Cain killed.” 

26And as for Seth, to him also a son was born; and he named him Enosh.* Then men began to call on the name of the LORD.




CHAPTER 5

1This is the book of the genealogy of Adam. In the day that God created man, He made him in the likeness of God.

2He created them Rmale and female, and blessed them and called them Mankind in the day they were created. 

3And Adam lived one hundred and thirty years, and begot a son in his own likeness, after his image, and named him Seth.

4After he begot Seth, Rthe days of Adam were eight hundred years; Rand he had sons and daughters. 

5So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years; and he died.

6Seth lived one hundred and five years, and begot REnosh. 

7After he begot Enosh, Seth lived eight hundred and seven years, and had sons and daughters.

8So all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years; and he died.

9Enosh lived ninety years, and begot Cainan.*

10After he begot Cainan, Enosh lived eight hundred and fifteen years, and had sons and daughters.

11So all the days of Enosh were nine hundred and five years; and he died.

12Cainan lived seventy years, and begot Mahalalel.

13After he begot Mahalalel, Cainan lived eight hundred and forty years, and had sons and daughters.

14So all the days of Cainan were nine hundred and ten years; and he died.

15Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, and begot Jared.

16After he begot Jared, Mahalalel lived eight hundred and thirty years, and had sons and daughters.

17So all the days of Mahalalel were eight hundred and ninety-five years; and he died.

18Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, and begot REnoch. 

19After he begot Enoch, Jared lived eight hundred years, and had sons and daughters.

20So all the days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years; and he died.

21Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot Methuselah.

22After he begot Methuselah, Enoch Rwalked with God three hundred years, and had sons and daughters. 

23So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years.

24And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God Rtook him. 

25Methuselah lived one hundred and eighty-seven years, and begot Lamech.

26After he begot Lamech, Methuselah lived seven hundred and eighty-two years, and had sons and daughters.

27So all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred and sixty-nine years; and he died.

28Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-two years, and had a son.

29And he called his name Noah, saying, “This one will comfort us concerning our work and the toil of our hands, because of the ground which the LORD has cursed.”

30After he begot Noah, Lamech lived five hundred and ninety-five years, and had sons and daughters.

31So all the days of Lamech were seven hundred and seventy-seven years; and he died.

32And Noah was five hundred years old, and Noah begot Shem, Ham, and Japheth.




CHAPTER 6

The Ungodly Multiply

1Now it came to pass, Rwhen men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born to them, 

2that the sons of God saw the daughters of men, that they were beautiful; and they Rtook wives for themselves of all whom they chose. 

3And the LORD said, R“My Spirit shall not Rstrive* with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.” 

4There were giants on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown.

The Ungodly Sin Continually

5Then the LORD* saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every RintentT of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 

The Ungodly to Be Destroyed

6And Rthe LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and RHe was grieved in His Rheart. 

7So the LORD said, “I will Rdestroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them.” 

The Godly to Be Saved

8But Noah Rfound grace in the eyes of the LORD. 

9This is the genealogy of Noah. RNoah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah Rwalked with God. 

10And Noah begot three sons: RShem, Ham, and Japheth. 

11The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.

12So God Rlooked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. 

13And God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

14“Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make Trooms in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch. 

15“And this is how you shall make it: The length of the ark shall be three hundred Tcubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. 

16“You shall make a window for the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit from above; and set the door of the ark in its side. You shall make it with lower, second, and third decks.

17R“And behold, I Myself am bringing Rfloodwaters on the earth, to destroy from under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall Rdie. 





18“But I will establish My Rcovenant with you; and Ryou shall go into the ark—you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 

19“And of every living thing of all flesh you shall bring Rtwo of every sort into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female. 

20“Of the birds after their kind, of animals after their kind, and of every creeping thing of the earth after its kind, two of every kind will come to you to keep them alive.

21“And you shall take for yourself of all food that is eaten, and you shall gather it to yourself; and it shall be food for you and for them.”

22RThus Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he did. 




CHAPTER 7

The Ark Is Entered

1Then the RLORD said to Noah, “Come into the ark, you and all your household, because I have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation. 

2“You shall take with you seven each of every Rclean animal, a male and his female; Rtwo each of animals that are unclean, a male and his female; 

3“also seven each of birds of the air, male and female, to keep Tthe species alive on the face of all the earth. 

4“For after seven more days I will cause it to rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and I will destroy from the face of the earth all living things that I have made.”

5RAnd Noah did according to all that the LORD commanded him. 

6Noah was Rsix hundred years old when the floodwaters were on the earth. 

7RSo Noah, with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives, went into the ark because of the waters of the flood. 

8Of clean animals, of animals that are unclean, of birds, and of everything that creeps on the earth, 

9two by two they went into the ark to Noah, male and female, as God had commanded Noah.

10And it came to pass after seven days that the waters of the flood were on the earth.

The Earth Is Flooded

11In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, on Rthat day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.

12RAnd the rain was on the earth forty days and forty nights. 

13On the very same day Noah and Noah’s sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons with them, entered the ark—

14Rthey and every beast after its kind, all cattle after their kind, every creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, and every bird after its kind, every bird of every Rsort. 

15And they Rwent into the ark to Noah, two by two, of all flesh in which is the breath of life. 

16So those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in Ras God had commanded him; and the LORD shut him in. 

17Now the flood was on the earth forty days. The waters increased and lifted up the ark, and it rose high above the earth.

18The waters prevailed and greatly increased on the earth, and the ark moved about on the surface of the waters.

19And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills under the whole heaven were covered.

20The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were covered.

21RAnd all flesh died that moved on Tthe earth: birds and cattle and beasts and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every man. 

22All in Rwhose nostrils was the breath of the spirit* of life, all that was on the dry land, died. 

23So He destroyed all living things which were on the face of the ground: both man and cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air. They were destroyed from the earth. Only RNoah and those who were with him in the ark remained alive. 

24RAnd the waters prevailed on the earth one hundred and fifty days. 




CHAPTER 8

The Flood Recedes

1Then God Rremembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the animals that were with him in the ark. RAnd God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subsided. 

2RThe fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were also stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained. 

3And the waters receded continually from the earth. At the end Rof the hundred and fifty days the waters decreased. 

4Then the ark rested in the seventh month, the seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains of Ararat.

5And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month. In the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen.

6So it came to pass, at the end of forty days, that Noah opened Rthe window of the ark which he had made. 

7Then he sent out a raven, which kept going to and fro until the waters had dried up from the earth.

8He also sent out from himself a dove, to see if the waters had receded from the face of the ground.

9But the dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot, and she returned into the ark to him, for the waters were on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her, and drew her into the ark to himself.

10And he waited yet another seven days, and again he sent the dove out from the ark.

11Then the dove came to him in the evening, and behold, a freshly plucked olive leaf was in her mouth; and Noah knew that the waters had receded from the earth.

12So he waited yet another seven days and sent out the dove, which did not return again to him anymore.

13And it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, that the waters were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked, and indeed the surface of the ground was dry.

14And in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dried.

15Then God spoke to Noah, saying, 

16“Go out of the ark, Ryou and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. 

17“Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh that is with you: birds and cattle and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so that they may abound on the earth, and Rbe fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 

18So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him.

19Every animal, every creeping thing, every bird, and whatever creeps on the earth, according to their families, went out of the ark.

Noah Worships God

20Then Noah built an Raltar to the LORD, and took of Revery clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered Rburnt offerings on the altar. 

21And the LORD smelled a soothing aroma. Then the LORD said in His heart, “I will never again curse the ground for man’s sake, although the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth; nor will I again destroy every living thing as I have done.

22“While the earth Rremains, 

Seedtime and harvest, 

Cold and heat, 

Winter and summer, 

And Rday and night

Shall not cease.” 




CHAPTER 9

God’s Covenant with Noah

1So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: R“Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth.* 

2R“And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be on every beast of the earth, on every bird of the air, on all that move on the earth, and on all the fish of the sea. They are given into your hand. 

3“Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. I have given you Rall things, even as the green herbs. 

4R“But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. 

5“Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a reckoning; Rfrom the hand of every beast I will require it, and from the hand of man. From the hand of every Rman’s brother I will require the life of man.

6“Whoever Rsheds man’s blood, 

By man his blood shall be shed;

RFor in the image of God

He made man. 

7And as for you, Rbe fruitful and multiply;

Bring forth abundantly in the earth

And multiply in it.” 

8Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying:

9“And as for Me, Rbehold, I establish RMy covenant with you and with your descendants* after you, 

10R“and with every living creature that is with you: the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you, of all that go out of the ark, every beast of the earth. 

11“Thus I establish My covenant with you: Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood; never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”

12And God said: R“This is the sign of the covenant which I make between Me and you, and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: 

13“I set RMy rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the covenant between Me and the earth. 

14“It shall be, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the rainbow shall be seen in the cloud;

15“and RI will remember My covenant which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 

16“The rainbow shall be in the cloud, and I will look on it to remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”

17And God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant which I have established between Me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

The Sons of Noah

18Now the sons of Noah who went out of the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. RAnd Ham was the father of Canaan. 

19RThese three were the sons of Noah, Rand from these the whole earth was populated. 

Ham’s Sin

20And Noah began to be a Rfarmer, and he planted a vineyard. 

21Then he drank of the wine and was drunk, and became uncovered in his tent.

22And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brothers outside.

23RBut Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and went backward and covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were Tturned away, and they did not see their father’s nakedness. 

24So Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done to him.

The Curse on Canaan

25Then he said:

R“Cursed be Canaan;

A Rservant of servants

He shall be to his brethren.” 

26And he said:

R“Blessed be the LORD, 

The God of Shem, 

And may Canaan be his servant.

27May God Renlarge Japheth, 

And may he dwell in the tents of Shem;

And may Canaan be his servant.”

Noah’s Death

28And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years.

29So all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years; and he died.




CHAPTER 10

The Family of Japheth—1 Chr. 1:5–7

1Now this is the genealogy of the sons of Noah: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. And sons were born to them after the flood.

2RThe sons of Japheth were Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 

3The sons of Gomer were Ashkenaz, Riphath, * and Togarmah.

4The sons of Javan were Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim.*

5From these the coastland peoples of the Gentiles were separated into their lands, everyone according to his language, according to their families, into their nations.

The Family of Ham—1 Chr. 1:8–12

6RThe sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim, Put, * and Canaan. 

7The sons of Cush were Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabtechah; and the sons of Raamah were Sheba and Dedan.

8Cush begot RNimrod; he began to be a mighty one on the earth. 

9He was a mighty Rhunter before the LORD; therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD.” 

10RAnd the beginning of his kingdom was RBabel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 

11From that land he went Rto Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah, 

12and Resen between Nineveh and Calah (that is the principal city).

13Mizraim begot Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 

14Pathrusim, and Casluhim (from whom came the Philistines and Caphtorim).

The Family of Canaan—1 Chr. 1:13–16

15Canaan begot Sidon his firstborn, and RHeth; 

16Rthe Jebusite, the Amorite, and the Girgashite; 

17the Hivite, the Arkite, and the Sinite;

18the Arvadite, the Zemarite, and the Hamathite. Afterward the families of the Canaanites were dispersed.

19And the border of the Canaanites was from Sidon as you go toward Gerar, as far as Gaza; then as you go toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha.

20These were the sons of Ham, according to their families, according to their languages, in their lands and in their nations.

The Family of Shem—1 Chr. 1:17–23

21And children were born also to Shem, the father of all the children of Eber, the brother of Japheth the elder.

22The sons of Shem were Elam, Asshur, RArphaxad, Lud, and Aram. 

23The sons of Aram were Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash.*

24Arphaxad begot RSalah, * and Salah begot Eber. 

25RTo Eber were born two sons: the name of one was TPeleg, for in his days the earth was divided; and his brother’s name was Joktan. 

26Joktan begot Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 

27Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 

28Obal, * Abimael, Sheba, 

29Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan.

30And their dwelling place was from Mesha as you go toward Sephar, the mountain of the east.

31These were the sons of Shem, according to their families, according to their languages, in their lands, according to their nations.

32RThese were the families of the sons of Noah, according to their generations, in their nations; and from these the nations were divided on the earth after the flood. 




CHAPTER 11

Construction of the Tower

1Now the whole earth had one language and one Tspeech. 

2And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and they dwelt there.

3Then they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks and Tbake them thoroughly.” They had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. 

Rebellion at the Tower

4And they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower Rwhose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth.” 

Judgment on All the Family Lines

5RBut the LORD came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built. 

6And the LORD said, “Indeed Rthe people are one and they all have Rone language, and this is what they begin to do; now nothing that they Rpropose to do will be withheld from them. 

7“Come, Rlet Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another’s speech.” 

8So Rthe LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they ceased building the city. 

9Therefore its name is called TBabel, Rbecause there the LORD confused the language of all the earth; and from there the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth.

Abram’s Family Line 1 Chr. 1:24–27; Luke 3:34–36

10This is the genealogy of Shem: Shem was one hundred years old, and begot Arphaxad two years after the flood.

11After he begot Arphaxad, Shem lived five hundred years, and begot sons and daughters.

12Arphaxad lived thirty-five years, Rand begot Salah. 

13After he begot Salah, Arphaxad lived four hundred and three years, and begot sons and daughters.

14Salah lived thirty years, and begot Eber.

15After he begot Eber, Salah lived four hundred and three years, and begot sons and daughters.

16REber lived thirty-four years, and begot RPeleg. 

17After he begot Peleg, Eber lived four hundred and thirty years, and begot sons and daughters.

18Peleg lived thirty years, and begot Reu.

19After he begot Reu, Peleg lived two hundred and nine years, and begot sons and daughters.

20Reu lived thirty-two years, and begot RSerug. 

21After he begot Serug, Reu lived two hundred and seven years, and begot sons and daughters.

22Serug lived thirty years, and begot Nahor.

23After he begot Nahor, Serug lived two hundred years, and begot sons and daughters.

24Nahor lived twenty-nine years, and begot RTerah. 

25After he begot Terah, Nahor lived one hundred and nineteen years, and begot sons and daughters.

26Now Terah lived seventy years, and Rbegot Abram, Nahor, and Haran. 

Abram’s Past

27This is the genealogy of Terah: Terah begot RAbram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran begot Lot. 

28And Haran died before his father Terah in his native land, in Ur of the Chaldeans.

29Then Abram and Nahor took wives: the name of Abram’s wife was RSarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife, RMilcah, the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and the father of Iscah. 

30But RSarai was barren; she had no child. 

31And Terah took his son Abram and his grandson Lot, the son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son Abram’s wife, and they went out with them from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan; and they came to Haran and dwelt there.

32So the days of Terah were two hundred and five years, and Terah died in Haran.




CHAPTER 12

Initiation of the Covenant

1Now the RLORD had said to Abram:

“Get out of your country, 

From your family

And from your father’s house, 

To a land that I will show you.

2RI will make you a great nation;

I will bless you

And make your name great;

RAnd you shall be a blessing. 

3RI will bless those who bless you, 

And I will curse him who curses you;

And in Ryou all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

4So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.

5Then Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people whom they had acquired in Haran, and they departed to go to the land of Canaan. So they came to the land of Canaan.

6Abram Rpassed through the land to the place of Shechem, Ras far as the terebinth tree of Moreh.* And the Canaanites were then in the land. 

7RThen the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your descendants I will give this land.” And there he built an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 

8And he moved from there to the mountain east of Bethel, and he pitched his tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; there he built an altar to the LORD and Rcalled on the name of the LORD. 

9So Abram journeyed, Rgoing on still toward the South.* 

10Now there was Ra famine in the land, and Abram Rwent down to Egypt to dwell there, for the famine was Rsevere in the land. 

11And it came to pass, when he was close to entering Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife, “Indeed I know that you are Ra woman of beautiful countenance. 

12“Therefore it will happen, when the Egyptians see you, that they will say, ‘This is his wife’; and they Rwill kill me, but they will let you live. 

13R“Please say you are my sister, that it may be well with me for your sake, and that I* may live because of you.” 

14So it was, when Abram came into Egypt, that the Egyptians saw the woman, that she was very beautiful.

15The princes of Pharaoh also saw her and commended her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken to Pharaoh’s house.

16He Rtreated Abram well for her sake. He Rhad sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male and female servants, female donkeys, and camels. 

17But the LORD Rplagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. 

18And Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife?

19“Why did you say, ‘She is my sister’? I might have taken her as my wife. Now therefore, here is your wife; take her and go your way.”

20RSo Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him; and they sent him away, with his wife and all that he had. 




CHAPTER 13

Abram’s Separation from Lot

1Then Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and RLot with him, to the South.* 

2RAbram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold.

3And he went on his journey Rfrom the South as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 

4to the Rplace of the altar which he had made there at first. And there Abram called on the name of the LORD. 

5Lot also, who went with Abram, had flocks and herds and tents.

6Now Rthe land was not able to Tsupport them, that they might dwell together, for their possessions were so great that they could not dwell together. 

7And there was Rstrife between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. The Canaanites and the Perizzites then dwelt in the land. 

8So Abram said to Lot, R“Please let there be no strife between you and me, and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are brethren. 

9“Is not the whole land before you? Please separate from me. If you take the left, then I will go to the right; or, if you go to the right, then I will go to the left.”

10And Lot lifted his eyes and saw all Rthe plain of Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere (before the LORD Rdestroyed Sodom and Gomorrah) Rlike the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt as you go toward Zoar. 

11Then Lot chose for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot journeyed east. And they separated from each other.

12Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and pitched his tent even as far as Sodom.

13But the men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and sinful against the LORD.

God’s Promise to Abram

14And the LORD said to Abram, after Lot Rhad separated from him: “Lift your eyes now and look from the place where you are—Rnorthward, southward, eastward, and westward; 

15“for all the land which you see RI give to you and your descendants* forever. 

16“And I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a man could number the dust of the earth, then your descendants also could be numbered.

17“Arise, walk in the land through its length and its width, for I give it to you.”

18RThen Abram moved his tent, and went and Rdwelt by the terebinth trees of Mamre, * which are in Hebron, and built an altar there to the LORD. 




CHAPTER 14

Abram Rescues Lot

1And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king Rof Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of nations, * 

2that they made war with Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar).

3All these joined together in the Valley of Siddim R(that is, the Salt Sea). 

4Twelve years Rthey served Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled.

5In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings that were with him came and attacked Rthe Rephaim in Ashteroth Karnaim, Rthe Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh Kiriathaim, 

6Rand the Horites in their mountain of Seir, as far as El Paran, which is by the wilderness. 

7Then they turned back and came to En Mishpat (that is, Kadesh), and attacked all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who dwelt in Hazezon Tamar.

8And the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went out and joined together in battle in the Valley of Siddim

9against Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of nations, * Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar—four kings against five.

10Now the Valley of Siddim was full of Rasphalt pits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled; some fell there, and the remainder fled to the mountains. 

11Then they took Rall the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their provisions, and went their way. 

12They also took Lot, Abram’s Rbrother’s son Rwho dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed. 

13Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the RHebrew, for he dwelt by the terebinth trees of Mamre* the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner; and they were allies with Abram. 

14Now Rwhen Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his three hundred and eighteen trained servants who were born in his own house, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 

15He divided his forces against them by night, and he and his servants Rattacked them and pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north of Damascus. 

16So he brought back all the goods, and also brought back his brother Lot and his goods, as well as the women and the people.

Abram Refuses Reward

17And the king of Sodom Rwent out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley), Rafter his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him. 

18Then RMelchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most High. 

19And he blessed him and said:

“Blessed be Abram of God Most High, 

Possessor of heaven and earth;

20And Rblessed be God Most High, 

Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.”

And he Rgave him a tithe of all. 

21Now the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the Tpersons, and take the goods for yourself.” 

22But Abram Rsaid to the king of Sodom, “I Rhave raised my hand to the LORD, God Most High, Rthe Possessor of heaven and earth, 

23“that RI will take nothing, from a thread to a sandal strap, and that I will not take anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram rich’— 

24“except only what the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men who went with me: Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion.”




CHAPTER 15

God’s Promise of Children

1After these things the word of the LORD Came to Abram Rin a vision, saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.” 

2But Abram said, “Lord GOD, what will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?”

3Then Abram said, “Look, You have given me no offspring; indeed RoneT born in my house is my heir!” 

4And behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “This one shall not be your heir, but one who Rwill come from your own body shall be your heir.” 

5Then He brought him outside and said, “Look now toward heaven, and Rcount the Rstars if you are able to number them.” And He said to him, R“So shall your Rdescendants be.” 

6And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.

7Then He said to him, “I am the LORD, who Rbrought you out of RUr of the Chaldeans, Rto give you this land to inherit it.” 

8And he said, “Lord GOD, Rhow shall I know that I will inherit it?” 

9So He said to him, “Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.”

10Then he brought all these to Him and Rcut them in two, down the middle, and placed each piece opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 

11And when the vultures came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

12Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, horror and great darkness fell upon him.

13Then He said to Abram: “Know certainly Rthat your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and Rthey will afflict them four hundred years. 

14“And also the nation whom they serve RI will judge; afterward Rthey shall come out with great possessions. 

15“Now as for you, Ryou shall go Rto your fathers in peace; Ryou shall be buried at a good old age. 

16“But Rin the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites Ris not yet complete.” 

17And it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was dark, that behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a burning torch that passed between those pieces.

18On the same day the LORD Rmade a covenant with Abram, saying: 

R“To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates—

19“the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, 

20“the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 

21“the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”




CHAPTER 16

A Carnal Plan for Children

1Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. And she had an Egyptian maidservant whose name was Hagar.

2RSo Sarai said to Abram, “See now, the LORD has restrained me from bearing children. Please, go in to my maid; perhaps I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram heeded the voice of Sarai. 

3Then Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan.

4So he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress became Rdespised in her Teyes. 

5Then Sarai said to Abram, “My wrong be upon you! I gave my maid into your embrace; and when she saw that she had conceived, I became despised in her eyes. RThe LORD judge between you and me.” 

6RSo Abram said to Sarai, “Indeed your maid is in your hand; do to her as you please.” And when Sarai dealt harshly with her, she fled from her presence. 

7Now the RAngel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, by the spring on the way to Shur. 

8And He said, “Hagar, Sarai’s maid, where have you come from, and where are you going?” She said, “I am fleeing from the presence of my mistress Sarai.”

9The Angel of the LORD said to her, “Return to your mistress, and Rsubmit yourself under her hand.” 

10Then the Angel of the LORD said to her, R“I will multiply your descendants exceedingly, so that they shall not be counted for multitude.” 

11And the Angel of the LORD said to her:

“Behold, you are with child, 

RAnd you shall bear a son.

You shall call his name TIshmael, 

Because the LORD has heard your affliction. 

12RHe shall be a wild man;

His hand shall be against every man, 

And every man’s hand against him.

RAnd he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren.” 

13Then she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, You-Are-Tthe-God-Who-Sees; for she said, “Have I also here seen Him Rwho sees me?” 

14Therefore the well was called RBeer Lahai Roi;* observe, it is Rbetween Kadesh and Bered. 

15So RHagar bore Abram a son; and Abram named his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. 

16Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.




CHAPTER 17

Institution of the Covenant: Circumcision

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD Rappeared to Abram and said to him, “I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless. 

2“And I will make My Rcovenant between Me and you, and Rwill multiply you exceedingly.” 

3Then Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying:

4“As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be Ra father of Tmany nations. 

5“No longer shall Ryour name be called TAbram, but your name shall be Abraham; Rfor I have made you a father of many nations. 

6“I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make Rnations of you, and Rkings shall come from you. 

7“And I will Restablish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and Ryour descendants after you. 

8“Also I give to you and your descendants after you the land in which you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.”

9And God said to Abraham: “As for you, Ryou shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you throughout their generations. 

10“This is My covenant which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants after you: REvery male child among you shall be circumcised; 

11“and you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between Me and you.

12“He who is eight days old among you Rshall be circumcised, every male child in your generations, he who is born in your house or bought with money from any foreigner who is not your descendant. 

13“He who is born in your house and he who is bought with your money must be circumcised, and My covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.

14“And the uncircumcised male child, who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.”

15Then God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name.

16“And I will bless her Rand also give you a son by her; then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother Rof nations; kings of peoples shall be from her.” 

17Then Abraham fell on his face Rand laughed, and said in his heart, “Shall a child be born to a man who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” 

18And Abraham Rsaid to God, “Oh, that Ishmael might live before You!” 

19Then God said: “No, RSarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his descendants after him. 

20“And as for Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and Rwill multiply him exceedingly. He shall beget twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation. 

21“But My Rcovenant I will establish with Isaac, Rwhom Sarah shall bear to you at this set time next year.” 

22Then He finished talking with him, and God went up from Abraham.

23So Abraham took Ishmael his son, all who were born in his house and all who were bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham’s house, and circumcised the flesh of their foreskins that very same day, as God had said to him.

24Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.

25And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.

26That very same day Abraham was circumcised, and his son Ishmael;

27and all the men of his house, born in the house or bought with money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him.




CHAPTER 18

Sarah’s Faith Is Tested

1Then the LORD appeared to him by the terebinth trees of Mamre, * as he was sitting in the tent door in the heat of the day.

2RSo he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing by him; Rand when he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them, and bowed himself to the ground, 

3and said, “My Lord, if I have now found favor in Your sight, do not pass on by Your servant.

4“Please let Ra little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 

5“And RI will bring a morsel of bread, that Ryou may refresh your hearts. After that you may pass by, inasmuch as you have come to your servant.” They said, “Do as you have said.” 

6So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quickly, make ready three measures of fine meal; knead it and make cakes.”

7And Abraham ran to the herd, took a tender and good calf, gave it to a young man, and he hastened to prepare it.

8So Rhe took butter and milk and the calf which he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree as they ate. 

9Then they said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” So he said, “Here, in the tent.”

10And He said, “I will certainly return to you Raccording to the time of life, and behold, RSarah your wife shall have a son.” (Sarah was listening in the tent door which was behind him.) 

11Now RAbraham and Sarah were old, well advanced in age; and Sarah Rhad passed the age of childbearing.* 

12Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, “After I have grown old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?”

13And the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I surely bear a child, since I am old?’

14R“Is anything too hard for the LORD? RAt the appointed time I will return to you, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.” 

15But Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh, ” for she was afraid. And He said, “No, but you did laugh!”

Abraham’s Faith Is Tested

16Then the men rose from there and looked toward Sodom, and Abraham went with them to send them on the way.

17And the LORD said, R“Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing, 

18“since Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?

19“For I have known him, in order Rthat he may command his children and his household after him, that they keep the way of the LORD, to do righteousness and justice, that the LORD may bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him.” 

20And the LORD said, “Because Rthe outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grave, 

21R“I will go down now and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry against it that has come to Me; and if not, RI will know.” 

22Then the men turned away from there Rand went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the LORD. 

23And Abraham Rcame near and said, R“Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked? 

24“Suppose there were fifty righteous within the city; would You also destroy the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous that were in it?

25“Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so Rthat the righteous should be as the wicked; far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 

26So the LORD said, R“If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes.” 

27Then Abraham answered and said, “Indeed now, I who am Rbut dust and ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: 

28“Suppose there were five less than the fifty righteous; would You destroy all of the city for lack of five?” So He said, “If I find there forty-five, I will not destroy it.”

29And he spoke to Him yet again and said, “Suppose there should be forty found there?” So He said, “I will not do it for the sake of forty.”

30Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Suppose thirty should be found there?” So He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.”

31And he said, “Indeed now, I have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: Suppose twenty should be found there?” So He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of twenty.”

32Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak but once more: Suppose ten should be found there?” And He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of ten.”

33So the LORD went His way as soon as He had finished speaking with Abraham; and Abraham returned to his place.




CHAPTER 19

Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah

1Now Rthe two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them, and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground. 

2And he said, “Here now, my lords, please Rturn in to your servant’s house and spend the night, and wash your feet; then you may rise early and go on your way.” And they said, R“No, but we will spend the night in the open square.” 

3But he insisted strongly; so they turned in to him and entered his house. RThen he made them a feast, and baked Runleavened bread, and they ate. 

4Now before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both old and young, all the people from every quarter, surrounded the house.

5RAnd they called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? RBring them out to us that we may know them carnally.” 

6So Lot went out to them through the doorway, shut the door behind him, 

7and said, “Please, my brethren, do not do so wickedly!

8R“See now, I have two daughters who have not known a man; please, let me bring them out to you, and you may do to them as you wish; only do nothing to these men, since this is the reason they have come under the shadow of my roof.” 

9And they said, “Stand back!” Then they said, “This one Rcame in to stay here, and he keeps acting as a judge; now we will deal worse with you than with them.” So they pressed hard against the man Lot, and came near to break down the door. 

10But the men reached out their hands and pulled Lot into the house with them, and shut the door.

11And they Rstruck the men who were at the doorway of the house with blindness, both small and great, so that they became weary trying to find the door. 

12Then the men said to Lot, “Have you anyone else here? Son-in-law, your sons, your daughters, and whomever you have in the city—take them out of this place!

13“For we will destroy this place, because the Routcry against them has grown great before the face of the LORD, and the LORD has sent us to destroy it.” 

14So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, Rwho had married his daughters, and said, “Get up, get out of this place; for the LORD will destroy this city!” But to his sons-in-law he seemed to be joking. 

15When the morning dawned, the angels urged Lot to hurry, saying, R“Arise, take your wife and your two daughters who are here, lest you be consumed in the punishment of the city.” 

16And while he lingered, the men Rtook hold of his hand, his wife’s hand, and the hands of his two daughters, the LORD being merciful to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the city. 

17So it came to pass, when they had brought them outside, that he* said, “Escape for your life! Do not look behind you nor stay anywhere in the plain. Escape to the mountains, lest you be destroyed.”

18Then Lot said to them, “Please, Rno, my lords! 

19“Indeed now, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you have increased your mercy which you have shown me by saving my life; but I cannot escape to the mountains, lest some evil overtake me and I die.

20“See now, this city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little one; please let me escape there (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live.”

21And he said to him, “See, RI have favored you concerning this thing also, in that I will not overthrow this city for which you have spoken. 

22“Hurry, escape there. For I cannot do anything until you arrive there.” Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar.

23The sun had risen upon the earth when Lot entered Zoar.

24Then the LORD rained Rbrimstone and Rfire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the LORD out of the heavens. 

25So He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, and Rwhat grew on the ground. 

26But his wife looked back behind him, and she became Ra pillar of salt. 

27And Abraham went early in the morning to the place where Rhe had stood before the LORD. 

28Then he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain; and he saw, and behold, Rthe smoke of the land which went up like the smoke of a furnace. 

29And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God Rremembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in which Lot had dwelt. 

The Sin of Lot

30Then Lot went up out of Zoar and Rdwelt in the mountains, and his two daughters were with him; for he was afraid to dwell in Zoar. And he and his two daughters dwelt in a cave. 

31Now the firstborn said to the younger, “Our father is old, and there is no man on the earth Rto come in to us as is the custom of all the earth. 

32“Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve the lineage of our father.”

33So they made their father drink wine that night. And the firstborn went in and lay with her father, and he did not know when she lay down or when she arose.

34It happened on the next day that the firstborn said to the younger, “Indeed I lay with my father last night; let us make him drink wine tonight also, and you go in and lie with him, that we may preserve the Tlineage of our father.” 

35Then they made their father drink wine that night also. And the younger arose and lay with him, and he did not know when she lay down or when she arose.

36Thus both the daughters of Lot were with child by their father.

37The firstborn bore a son and called his name Moab; Rhe is the father of the Moabites to this day. 

38And the younger, she also bore a son and called his name Ben-Ammi; he is the father of the people of Ammon to this day.




CHAPTER 20

The Test of Abimelech

1And Abraham journeyed from Rthere to the South, and dwelt between Kadesh and Shur, and stayed in Gerar. 

2Now Abraham said of Sarah his wife, R“She is my sister.” And Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah. 

3But RGod came to Abimelech Rin a dream by night, and said to him, R“Indeed you are a dead man because of the woman whom you have taken, for she is a man’s wife.” 

4But Abimelech had not come near her; and he said, “Lord, Rwill You slay a righteous nation also? 

5“Did he not say to me, ‘She is my sister’? And she, even she herself said, ‘He is my brother.’ RIn the Tintegrity of my heart and innocence of my hands I have done this.” 

6And God said to him in a dream, “Yes, I know that you did this in the integrity of your heart. For RI also withheld you from sinning Ragainst Me; therefore I did not let you touch her. 

7“Now therefore, restore the man’s wife; Rfor he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you shall live. But if you do not restore her, Rknow that you shall surely die, you and all who are yours.” 

8So Abimelech rose early in the morning, called all his servants, and told all these things in their hearing; and the men were very much afraid.

9And Abimelech called Abraham and said to him, “What have you done to us? How have I Toffended you, Rthat you have brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin? You have done deeds to me Rthat ought not to be done.” 

10Then Abimelech said to Abraham, “What did you have in view, that you have done this thing?”

11And Abraham said, “Because I thought, surely the fear of God is not in this place; and they will kill me on account of my wife.

12“But indeed Rshe is truly my sister. She is the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my mother; and she became my wife. 

13“And it came to pass, when God caused me to wander from my father’s house, that I said to her, ‘This is your kindness that you should do for me: in every place, wherever we go, say of me, “He is my brother.”’”

14Then Abimelech Rtook sheep, oxen, and male and female servants, and gave them to Abraham; and he restored Sarah his wife to him. 

15And Abimelech said, “See, my land is before you; dwell where it pleases you.”

16Then to Sarah he said, “Behold, I have given your brother a thousand pieces of silver; Rindeed this vindicates you* Rbefore all who are with you and before everybody.” Thus she was rebuked. 

17So Abraham Rprayed to God; and God healed Abimelech, his wife, and his female servants. Then they bore children; 

18for the LORD Rhad closed up all the wombs of the house of Abimelech because of Sarah, Abraham’s wife. 




CHAPTER 21

Birth of Isaac

1And the LORD Rvisited Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for Sarah Ras He had spoken. 

2For Sarah Rconceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him. 

3And Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him—whom Sarah bore to him—RIsaac.T 

4Then Abraham Rcircumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, Ras God had commanded him. 

5Now Abraham was one hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.

6And Sarah said, “God has made me laugh, and all who hear will laugh with me.”

7She also said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? For I have borne him a son in his old age.”

8So the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made a great feast on the same day that Isaac was weaned.

9And Sarah saw the son of Hagar Rthe Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, Rscoffing.T 

10Therefore she said to Abraham, R“Cast out this bondwoman and her son; for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, namely with Isaac.” 

11And the matter was very displeasing in Abraham’s sight because of his son.

12But God said to Abraham, “Do not let it be displeasing in your sight because of the lad or because of your bondwoman. Whatever Sarah has said to you, listen to her voice; for Rin Isaac your seed shall be called. 

13“Yet I will also make Ra nation of the son of the bondwoman, because he is your seed.” 

14So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and Ta skin of water; and putting it on her shoulder, he gave it and the boy to Hagar, and Rsent her away. Then she departed and wandered in the Wilderness of Beersheba. 

15And the water in the skin was used up, and she placed the boy under one of the shrubs.

16Then she went and sat down across from him at a distance of about a bowshot; for she said to herself, “Let me not see the death of the boy.” So she sat opposite him, and lifted her voice and wept.

17And RGod heard the voice of the lad. Then the Rangel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said to her, “What ails you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the voice of the lad where he is. 

18“Arise, lift up the lad and hold him with your hand, for RI will make him a great nation.” 

19Then RGod opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. And she went and filled the skin with water, and gave the lad a drink. 

20So God Rwas with the lad; and he grew and dwelt in the wilderness, Rand became an archer. 

21He dwelt in the Wilderness of Paran; and his mother Rtook a wife for him from the land of Egypt. 

22And it came to pass at that time that RAbimelech and Phichol, the commander of his army, spoke to Abraham, saying, “God is with you in all that you do. 

23“Now therefore, RswearT to me by God that you will not deal falsely with me, with my offspring, or with my posterity; but that according to the kindness that I have done to you, you will do to me and to the land in which you have dwelt.” 

24And Abraham said, “I will swear.”

25Then Abraham rebuked Abimelech because of a well of water which Abimelech’s servants Rhad seized. 

26And Abimelech said, “I do not know who has done this thing; you did not tell me, nor had I heard of it until today.”

27So Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and the two of them Rmade a covenant. 

28And Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by themselves.

29Then Abimelech asked Abraham, “What is the meaning of these seven ewe lambs which you have set by themselves?”

30And he said, “You will take these seven ewe lambs from my hand, that they may be my witness that I have dug this well.”

31Therefore he Rcalled that place Beersheba, * because the two of them swore an oath there. 

32Thus they made a covenant at Beersheba. So Abimelech rose with Phichol, the commander of his army, and they returned to the land of the Philistines.

33Then Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba, and Rthere called on the name of the LORD, the Everlasting God. 

34And Abraham stayed in the land of the Philistines many days.




CHAPTER 22

Offering of Isaac

1Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.”

2Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”

3So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him.

4Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off.

5And Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the lad* and I will go yonder and worship, and we will Rcome back to you.” 

6So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and Rlaid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went together. 

7But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the Tlamb for a burnt offering?” 

8And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of them went together.

9Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and Rlaid him on the altar, upon the wood. 

10And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.

11But the RAngel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” So he said, “Here I am.” 

12And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.”

13Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son.

14And Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-Will-Provide;* as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”

15Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, 

16and said: R“By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son— 

17“blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies.

18R“In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” 

19So Abraham returned to his young men, and they rose and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba.

20Now it came to pass after these things that it was told Abraham, saying, “Indeed RMilcah also has borne children to your brother Nahor: 

21R“Huz his firstborn, Buz his brother, Kemuel the father Rof Aram, 

22“Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.”

23And RBethuel begot Rebekah.* These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham’s brother. 

24His concubine, whose name was Reumah, also bore Tebah, Gaham, Thahash, and Maachah.




CHAPTER 23

Death of Sarah

1Sarah lived one hundred and twenty-seven years; these were the years of the life of Sarah.

2So Sarah died in RKirjath Arba (that is, RHebron) in the land of Canaan, and Abraham came to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her. 

3Then Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spoke to the sons of RHeth, saying, 

4R“I am a foreigner and a visitor among you. RGive me property for a burial place among you, that I may bury my dead out of my sight.” 

5And the sons of Heth answered Abraham, saying to him, 

6“Hear us, my lord: You are Ra mighty prince among us; bury your dead in the choicest of our burial places. None of us will withhold from you his burial place, that you may bury your dead.” 

7Then Abraham stood up and bowed himself to the people of the land, the sons of Heth.

8And he spoke with them, saying, “If it is your wish that I bury my dead out of my sight, hear me, and Tmeet with Ephron the son of Zohar for me, 

9“that he may give me the cave of RMachpelah which he has, which is at the end of his field. Let him give it to me at the full price, as property for a burial place among you.” 

10Now Ephron dwelt among the sons of Heth; and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the presence of the sons of Heth, all who Rentered at the gate of his city, saying, 

11“No, my lord, hear me: I give you the field and the cave that is in it; I give it to you in the presence of the sons of my people. I give it to you. Bury your dead!”

12Then Abraham bowed himself down before the people of the land;

13and he spoke to Ephron in the hearing of the people of the land, saying, “If you will give it, please hear me. I will give you money for the field; take it from me and I will bury my dead there.”

14And Ephron answered Abraham, saying to him, 

15“My lord, listen to me; the land is worth four hundred shekels of silver. What is that between you and me? So bury your dead.”

16And Abraham listened to Ephron; and Abraham Rweighed out the silver for Ephron which he had named in the hearing of the sons of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, currency of the merchants. 

17So Rthe field of Ephron which was in Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the field and the cave which was in it, and all the trees that were in the field, which were within all the surrounding borders, were deeded 

18to Abraham as a possession in the presence of the sons of Heth, before all who went in at the gate of his city.

19And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah, before Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan.

20So the field and the cave that is in it were deeded to Abraham by the sons of Heth as property for a burial place.




CHAPTER 24

Isaac’s Marriage

1Now Abraham Rwas old, well advanced in age; and the LORD Rhad blessed Abraham in all things. 

2So Abraham said to the oldest servant of his house, who ruled over all that he had, “Please, put your hand under my thigh, 

3“and I will make you Rswear by the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of the earth, that Ryou will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell; 

4“but you shall go to my country and to my family, and take a wife for my son Isaac.”

5And the servant said to him, “Perhaps the woman will not be willing to follow me to this land. Must I take your son back to the land from which you came?”

6But Abraham said to him, “Beware that you do not take my son back there.

7“The LORD God of heaven, who Rtook me from my father’s house and from the land of my family, and who spoke to me and swore to me, saying, R‘To your descendants* I give this land, ’ He will send His angel before you, and you shall take a wife for my son from there. 

8“And if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be released from this oath; only do not take my son back there.”

9So the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and swore to him concerning this matter.

10Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and departed, Rfor all his master’s goods were in his hand. And he arose and went to Mesopotamia, to Rthe city of Nahor. 

11And he made his camels kneel down outside the city by a well of water at evening time, the time Rwhen women go out to draw water. 

12Then he Rsaid, “O LORD God of my master Abraham, please Rgive me success this day, and show kindness to my master Abraham. 

13“Behold, here RI stand by the well of water, and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw water. 

14“Now let it be that the young woman to whom I say, ‘Please let down your pitcher that I may drink, ’ and she says, ‘Drink, and I will also give your camels a drink’—let her be the one You have appointed for Your servant Isaac. And by this I will know that You have shown kindness to my master.”

15And it happened, Rbefore he had finished speaking, that behold, Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, came out with her pitcher on her shoulder. 

16Now the young woman Rwas very beautiful to behold, a virgin; no man had known her. And she went down to the well, filled her pitcher, and came up. 

17And the servant ran to meet her and said, “Please let me drink a little water from your pitcher.”

18RSo she said, “Drink, my lord.” Then she quickly let her pitcher down to her hand, and gave him a drink. 

19And when she had finished giving him a drink, she said, “I will draw water for your camels also, until they have finished drinking.”

20Then she quickly emptied her pitcher into the trough, ran back to the well to draw water, and drew for all his camels.

21And the man, wondering at her, remained silent so as to know whether Rthe LORD had made his journey prosperous or not. 

22So it was, when the camels had finished drinking, that the man took a golden Rnose ring weighing half a shekel, and two bracelets for her wrists weighing ten shekels of gold, 

23and said, “Whose daughter are you? Tell me, please, is there room in your father’s house for us Tto lodge?” 

24So she said to him, R“I am the daughter of Bethuel, Milcah’s son, whom she bore to Nahor.” 

25Moreover she said to him, “We have both straw and feed enough, and room to lodge.”

26Then the man Rbowed down his head and worshiped the LORD. 

27And he said, R“Blessed be the LORD God of my master Abraham, who has not forsaken RHis mercy and His truth toward my master. As for me, being on the way, the LORD Rled me to the house of my master’s brethren.” 

28So the young woman ran and told her mother’s household these things.

29Now Rebekah had a brother whose name was RLaban, and Laban ran out to the man by the well. 

30So it came to pass, when he saw the nose ring, and the bracelets on his sister’s wrists, and when he heard the words of his sister Rebekah, saying, “Thus the man spoke to me, ” that he went to the man. And there he stood by the camels at the well.

31And he said, “Come in, RO blessed of the LORD! Why do you stand outside? For I have prepared the house, and a place for the camels.” 

32Then the man came to the house. And he unloaded the camels, and Rprovided straw and feed for the camels, and water to Rwash his feet and the feet of the men who were with him. 

33Food was set before him to eat, but he said, “I will not eat until I have told about my errand.” And he said, “Speak on.”

34So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant.

35“The LORD Rhas blessed my master greatly, and he has become great; and He has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female servants, and camels and donkeys. 

36“And Sarah my master’s wife Rbore a son to my master when she was old; and to him he has given all that he has. 

37“Now my master Rmade me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell; 

38R‘but you shall go to my father’s house and to my family, and take a wife for my son.’

39R“And I said to my master, ‘Perhaps the woman will not follow me.’ 

40R“But he said to me, ‘The LORD, Rbefore whom I walk, will send His angel with you and prosper your way; and you shall take a wife for my son from my family and from my father’s house. 

41R‘You will be clear from this oath when you arrive among my family; for if they will not give her to you, then you will be released from my oath.’ 

42“And this day I came to the well and said, ‘O LORD God of my master Abraham, if You will now prosper the way in which I go, 

43R‘behold, I stand by the well of water; and it shall come to pass that when the virgin comes out to draw water, and I say to her, “Please give me a little water from your pitcher to drink, ” 

44‘and she says to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels also, ”—let her be the woman whom the LORD has appointed for my master’s son.’

45R“But before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah, coming out with her pitcher on her shoulder; and she went down to the well and drew water. And I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ 

46“And she made haste and let her pitcher down from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will give your camels a drink also.’ So I drank, and she gave the camels a drink also.

47“Then I asked her, and said, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ And she said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I put the nose ring on her nose and the bracelets on her wrists.

48R“And I bowed my head and worshiped the LORD, and blessed the LORD God of my master Abraham, who had led me in the way of truth to Rtake the daughter of my master’s brother for his son. 

49“Now if you will Rdeal kindly and truly with my master, tell me. And if not, tell me, that I may turn to the right hand or to the left.” 

50Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, “The thing comes from the LORD; we cannot speak to you either bad or good.

51R“Here is Rebekah before you; take her and go, and let her be your master’s son’s wife, as the LORD has spoken.” 

52And it came to pass, when Abraham’s servant heard their words, that he worshiped the LORD, bowing himself to the earth.

53Then the servant brought out jewelry of silver, jewelry of gold, and clothing, and gave them to Rebekah. He also gave precious things to her brother and to her mother.

54And he and the men who were with him ate and drank and stayed all night. Then they arose in the morning, and he said, R“Send me away to my master.” 

55But her brother and her mother said, “Let the young woman stay with us a few days, at least ten; after that she may go.”

56And he said to them, “Do not Thinder me, since the LORD has prospered my way; send me away so that I may go to my master.” 

57So they said, “We will call the young woman and ask her personally.”

58Then they called Rebekah and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” And she said, “I will go.”

59So they sent away Rebekah their sister Rand her nurse, and Abraham’s servant and his men. 

60And they blessed Rebekah and said to her:

“Our sister, may you become

RThe mother of thousands of ten thousands; 

And may your descendants possess

The gates of those who hate them.”

61Then Rebekah and her maids arose, and they rode on the camels and followed the man. So the servant took Rebekah and departed.

62Now Isaac came from the way of Beer Lahai Roi, for he dwelt in the South.

63And Isaac went out Rto meditate in the field in the evening; and he lifted his eyes and looked, and there, the camels were coming.

64Then Rebekah lifted her eyes, and when she saw Isaac Rshe dismounted from her camel; 

65for she had said to the servant, “Who is this man walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took a veil and covered herself.

66And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done.

67Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent; and he took Rebekah and she became his wife, and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.




CHAPTER 25

Abraham Dies—1 Chr. 1:28–33

1Abraham again took a wife, and her name was RKeturah. 

2And she bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah.

3Jokshan begot Sheba and Dedan. And the sons of Dedan were Asshurim, Letushim, and Leummim.

4And the sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abidah, and Eldaah. All these were the children of Keturah.

5And RAbraham gave all that he had to Isaac. 

6But Abraham gave gifts to the sons of the concubines which Abraham had; and while he was still living he Rsent them eastward, away from Isaac his son, to Rthe country of the east. 

7This is the sum of the years of Abraham’s life which he lived: one hundred and seventy-five years.

8Then Abraham breathed his last and died in a good old age, an old man and full of years, and was gathered to his people.

9And Rhis sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of RMachpelah, which is before Mamre, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, 

10Rthe field which Abraham purchased from the sons of Heth. There Abraham was buried, and Sarah his wife. 

11And it came to pass, after the death of Abraham, that God blessed his son Isaac. And Isaac dwelt at Beer Lahai Roi.

12Now this is the genealogy of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah’s maidservant, bore to Abraham.

13And these were the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, according to their generations: The firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth; then Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 

14Mishma, Dumah, Massa, 

15Hadar, * Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah.

16These were the sons of Ishmael and these were their names, by their towns and their Tsettlements, Rtwelve princes according to their nations. 

17These were the years of the life of Ishmael: one hundred and thirty-seven years; and Rhe breathed his last and died, and was gathered to his people. 

18R(They dwelt from Havilah as far as Shur, which is east of Egypt as you go toward Assyria.) He Tdied Rin the presence of all his brethren. 

19This is the genealogy of Isaac, Abraham’s son. RAbraham begot Isaac. 

20Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah as wife, Rthe daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padan Aram, the sister of Laban the Syrian. 

21Now Isaac pleaded with the LORD for his wife, because she was barren; Rand the LORD granted his plea, Rand Rebekah his wife conceived. 

22But the children struggled together within her; and she said, “If all is well, why am I like this?” RSo she went to inquire of the LORD. 

23And the LORD said to her:

R“Two nations are in your womb, 

Two peoples shall be separated from your body;

One people shall be stronger than Rthe other, 

And the older shall serve the younger.”

24So when her days were fulfilled for her to give birth, indeed there were twins in her womb.

25And the first came out red. He was Rlike a hairy garment all over; so they called his name Esau.* 

26Afterward his brother came out, and Rhis hand took hold of Esau’s heel; so his name was called Jacob.* Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. 

27So the boys grew. And Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field; but Jacob was a mild man, dwelling in tents.

28And Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.

29Now Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau came in from the field, and he was weary.

30And Esau said to Jacob, “Please feed me with that same red stew, for I am weary.” Therefore his name was called Edom.*

31But Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright as of this day.”

32And Esau said, “Look, I am about to die; so what is this birthright to me?”

33Then Jacob said, T“Swear to me as of this day.” So he swore to him, and Rsold his birthright to Jacob. 

34And Jacob gave Esau bread and stew of lentils; then Rhe ate and drank, arose, and went his way. Thus Esau Rdespised his birthright. 




CHAPTER 26

The Failure of Isaac

1There was a famine in the land, besides Rthe first famine that was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines, in Gerar. 

2Then the LORD appeared to him and said: R“Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land of which I shall tell you. 

3R“Dwell in this land, and RI will be with you and Rbless you; for to you and your descendants I give all these lands, and I will perform the oath which I swore to Abraham your father. 

4“And I will make your descendants multiply as the stars of heaven; I will give to your descendants all these lands; Rand in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed; 

5R“because Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws.” 

6So Isaac dwelt in Gerar.

7And the men of the place asked about his wife. And Rhe said, “She is my sister”; for Rhe was afraid to say, “She is my wife, ” because he thought, “lest the men of the place kill me for Rebekah, because she is beautiful to behold.” 

8Now it came to pass, when he had been there a long time, that Abimelech king of the Philistines looked through a window, and saw, and there was Isaac, Tshowing endearment to Rebekah his wife. 

9Then Abimelech called Isaac and said, “Quite obviously she is your wife; so how could you say, ‘She is my sister’?” Isaac said to him, “Because I said, ‘Lest I die on account of her.’”

10And Abimelech said, “What is this you have done to us? One of the people might soon have lain with your wife, and Ryou would have brought guilt on us.” 

11So Abimelech charged all his people, saying, “He who Rtouches this man or his wife shall surely be put to death.” 

12Then Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped in the same year Ra hundredfold; and the LORD Rblessed him. 

13The man Rbegan to prosper, and continued prospering until he became very prosperous; 

14for he had possessions of flocks and possessions of herds and a great number of servants. So the Philistines envied him.

15Now the Philistines had stopped up all the wells Rwhich his father’s servants had dug in the days of Abraham his father, and they had filled them with earth. 

16And Abimelech said to Isaac, “Go away from us, for Ryou are much mightier than we.” 

17Then Isaac departed from there and Tpitched his tent in the Valley of Gerar, and dwelt there. 

18And Isaac dug again the wells of water which they had dug in the days of Abraham his father, for the Philistines had stopped them up after the death of Abraham. RHe called them by the names which his father had called them. 

19Also Isaac’s servants dug in the valley, and found a well of running water there.

20But the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, “The water is ours.” So he called the name of the well Esek, * because they quarreled with him.

21Then they dug another well, and they quarreled over that one also. So he called its name Sitnah.*

22And he moved from there and dug another well, and they did not quarrel over it. So he called its name Rehoboth, * because he said, “For now the LORD has made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land.”

23Then he went up from there to Beersheba.

24And the LORD appeared to him the same night and said, “I am the God of your father Abraham; do not fear, for I am with you. I will bless you and multiply your descendants for My servant Abraham’s sake.”

25So he Rbuilt an altar there and Rcalled on the name of the LORD, and he pitched his tent there; and there Isaac’s servants dug a well. 

26Then Abimelech came to him from Gerar with Ahuzzath, one of his friends, and Phichol the commander of his army.

27And Isaac said to them, “Why have you come to me, Rsince you hate me and have sent me away from you?” 

28But they said, “We have certainly seen that the LORD Ris with you. So we said, ‘Let there now be an oath between us, between you and us; and let us make a Tcovenant with you, 

29‘that you will do us no harm, since we have not touched you, and since we have done nothing to you but good and have sent you away in peace. RYou are now the blessed of the LORD.’” 

30RSo he made them a feast, and they ate and drank. 

31Then they arose early in the morning and Rswore an oath with one another; and Isaac sent them away, and they departed from him in peace. 

32It came to pass the same day that Isaac’s servants came and told him about the well which they had dug, and said to him, “We have found water.”

33So he called it Shebah.* Therefore the name of the city is Beersheba* to this day.

The Failure of Esau

34RWhen Esau was forty years old, he took as wives Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Basemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite. 

35And Rthey were a grief of mind to Isaac and Rebekah. 




CHAPTER 27

Jacob Gains Esau’s Blessing

1Now it came to pass, when Isaac was Rold and Rhis eyes were so dim that he could not see, that he called Esau his older son and said to him, “My son.” And he answered him, “Here I am.” 

2Then he said, “Behold now, I am old. I do not know the day of my death.

3“Now therefore, please take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field and hunt game for me.

4“And make me Tsavory food, such as I love, and bring it to me that I may eat, that my soul may bless you before I die.” 

5Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to Esau his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt game and to bring it.

6So Rebekah spoke to Jacob her son, saying, “Indeed I heard your father speak to Esau your brother, saying, 

7‘Bring me game and make Tsavory food for me, that I may eat it and bless you in the presence of the LORD before my death.’ 

8“Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to what I command you.

9“Go now to the flock and bring me from there two choice kids of the goats, and I will make Rsavory food from them for your father, such as he loves. 

10“Then you shall take it to your father, that he may eat it, and that he Rmay bless you before his death.” 

11And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “Look, REsau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth-skinned man. 

12“Perhaps my father will Rfeel me, and I shall seem to be a deceiver to him; and I shall bring Ra curse on myself and not a blessing.”

13But his mother said to him, R“Let your curse be on me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, get them for me.” 

14And he went and got them and brought them to his mother, and his mother made savory food, such as his father loved.

15Then Rebekah took Rthe choice clothes of her elder son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them on Jacob her younger son. 

16And she put the skins of the kids of the goats on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck.

17Then she gave the savory food and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob.

18So he went to his father and said, “My father.” And he said, “Here I am. Who are you, my son?”

19Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn; I have done just as you told me; please arise, sit and eat of my game, Rthat your soul may bless me.” 

20But Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you have found it so quickly, my son?” And he said, “Because the LORD your God brought it to me.”

21Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Please come near, that I may feel you, my son, whether you are really my son Esau or not.”

22So Jacob went near to Isaac his father, and he felt him and said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.”

23And he did not recognize him, because Rhis hands were hairy like his brother Esau’s hands; so he blessed him. 

24Then he said, “Are you really my son Esau?” He said, “I am.”

25He said, “Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son’s game, so Rthat my soul may bless you.” So he brought it near to him, and he ate; and he brought him wine, and he drank. 

26Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come near now and kiss me, my son.”

27And he came near and Rkissed him; and he smelled the smell of his clothing, and blessed him and said: 

“Surely, Rthe smell of my son

Is like the smell of a field

Which the LORD has blessed.

28Therefore may RGod give you

Of Rthe dew of heaven, 

Of Rthe fatness of the earth, 

And Rplenty of grain and wine. 

29RLet peoples serve you, 

And nations bow down to you.

Be master over your brethren, 

And Rlet your mother’s sons bow down to you.

Cursed be everyone who curses you, 

And blessed be those who bless you!”

30Now it happened, as soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, and Jacob had scarcely gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in from his hunting.

31He also had made savory food, and brought it to his father, and said to his father, “Let my father arise and eat of his son’s game, that your soul may bless me.”

32And his father Isaac said to him, “Who are you?” So he said, “I am your son, your firstborn, Esau.”

33Then Isaac trembled exceedingly, and said, “Who? Where is the one who hunted game and brought it to me? I ate all of it before you came, and I have blessed him—Rand indeed he shall be blessed.” 

34When Esau heard the words of his father, Rhe cried with an exceedingly great and bitter cry, and said to his father, “Bless me—me also, O my father!” 

35But he said, “Your brother came with deceit and has taken away your blessing.”

36And Esau said, R“Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has supplanted me these two times. He took away my birthright, and now look, he has taken away my blessing!” And he said, “Have you not reserved a blessing for me?” 

37Then Isaac answered and said to Esau, R“Indeed I have made him your master, and all his brethren I have given to him as servants; with Rgrain and wine I have sustained him. What shall I do now for you, my son?”

38And Esau said to his father, “Have you only one blessing, my father? Bless me—me also, O my father!” And Esau lifted up his voice Rand wept. 

39Then Isaac his father answered and said to him:

“Behold, Ryour dwelling shall be of the fatness of the earth, 

And of the dew of heaven from above.

40By your sword you shall live, 

And you shall serve your brother;

And Rit shall come to pass, when you become restless, 

That you shall break his yoke from your neck.” 

41So Esau Rhated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father blessed him, and Esau said in his heart, “The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then I will kill my brother Jacob.” 

42And the words of Esau her older son were told to Rebekah. So she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said to him, “Surely your brother Esau comforts himself concerning you by intending to kill you.

43“Now therefore, my son, obey my voice: arise, flee to my brother Laban in Haran.

44“And stay with him a Rfew days, until your brother’s fury turns away, 

45“until your brother’s anger turns away from you, and he forgets what you have done to him; then I will send and bring you from there. Why should I be bereaved also of you both in one day?”

46And Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth; if Jacob takes a wife of the daughters of Heth, like these who are the daughters of the land, what good will my life be to me?”




CHAPTER 28

1Then Isaac called Jacob and Rblessed him, and Tcharged him, and said to him: R“You shall not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan. 

2R“Arise, go to Padan Aram, to the house of Bethuel your mother’s father; and take yourself a wife from there of the daughters of Laban your mother’s brother. 

3“May RGod Almighty bless you, 

And make you fruitful and multiply you, 

That you may be an assembly of peoples; 

4And give you the blessing of Abraham, 

To you and your descendants with you, 

That you may inherit the land

RIn which you are a stranger, 

Which God gave to Abraham.” 

5So Isaac sent Jacob away, and he went to Padan Aram, to Laban the son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, the mother of Jacob and Esau.

6Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away to Padan Aram to take himself a wife from there, and that as he blessed him he gave him a charge, saying, “You shall not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan, ”

7and that Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother and had gone to Padan Aram.

8Also Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan did not please his father Isaac.

9So Esau went to Ishmael and Rtook Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebajoth, to be his wife in addition to the wives he had. 

Jacob’s Dream

10Now Jacob Rwent out from Beersheba and went toward RHaran. 

11So he came to a certain place and stayed there all night, because the sun had set. And he took one of the stones of that place and put it at his head, and he lay down in that place to sleep.

12Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there Rthe angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 

13RAnd behold, the LORD stood above it and said: R“I am the LORD God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and your descendants. 

14“Also your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.

15“Behold, RI am with you and will Rkeep you wherever you go, and will Rbring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you.”

16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in Rthis place, and I did not know it.”

17And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!”

18Then Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put at his head, Rset it up as a pillar, Rand poured oil on top of it. 

19And he called the name of Rthat place Bethel;* but the name of that city had been Luz previously. 

20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me, and keep me in this way that I am going, and give me Rbread to eat and clothing to put on,

21“so that RI come back to my father’s house in peace, Rthen the LORD shall be my God. 

22“And this stone which I have set as a pillar Rshall be God’s house, Rand of all that You give me I will surely give a Ttenth to You.” 




CHAPTER 29

Jacob’s Labors

1So Jacob went on his journey and came to the land of the people of the East.

2And he looked, and saw a Rwell in the field; and behold, there were three flocks of sheep lying by it; for out of that well they watered the flocks. A large stone was on the well’s mouth. 

3Now all the flocks would be gathered there; and they would roll the stone from the well’s mouth, water the sheep, and put the stone back in its place on the well’s mouth.

4And Jacob said to them, “My brethren, where are you from?” And they said, “We are from RHaran.” 

5Then he said to them, “Do you know RLaban the son of Nahor?” And they said, “We know him.” 

6So he said to them, “Is he well?” And they said, “He is well. And look, his daughter Rachel is coming with the sheep.”

7Then he said, “Look, it is still Thigh day; it is not time for the cattle to be gathered together. Water the sheep, and go and feed them.” 

8But they said, “We cannot until all the flocks are gathered together, and they have rolled the stone from the well’s mouth; then we water the sheep.”

9Now while he was still speaking with them, RRachel came with her father’s sheep, for she was a shepherdess. 

10And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother’s brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother’s brother, that Jacob went near and Rrolled the stone from the well’s mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother’s brother. 

11Then Jacob Rkissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice and wept. 

12And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father’s relative and that he was Rebekah’s son. So she ran and told her father.

13Then it came to pass, when Laban heard the report about Jacob his sister’s son, that he ran to meet him, and embraced him and kissed him, and brought him to his house. So he told Laban all these things.

14And Laban said to him, R“Surely you are my bone and my flesh.” And he stayed with him for a month. 

15Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my relative, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, Rwhat should your wages be?” 

16Now Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel.

17Leah’s eyes were delicate, but Rachel was beautiful of form and appearance.

18Now Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, R“I will serve you seven years for Rachel your younger daughter.” 

19And Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to another man. Stay with me.”

20So Jacob Rserved seven years for Rachel, and they seemed only a few days to him because of the love he had for her. 

21Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may Rgo in to her.” 

22And Laban gathered together all the men of the place and made a feast.

23Now it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her.

24And Laban gave his maid RZilpah to his daughter Leah as a maid. 

25So it came to pass in the morning, that behold, it was Leah. And he said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Was it not for Rachel that I served you? Why then have you Rdeceived me?” 





26And Laban said, “It must not be done so in our Tcountry, to give the younger before the firstborn. 

27“Fulfill her week, and we will give you this one also for the service which you will serve with me still another seven years.”

28Then Jacob did so and fulfilled her week. So he gave him his daughter Rachel as wife also.

29And Laban gave his maid RBilhah to his daughter Rachel as a maid. 

30Then Jacob also went in to Rachel, and he also Rloved Rachel more than Leah. And he served with Laban Rstill another seven years. 

31When the LORD Rsaw that Leah was Tunloved, He Ropened her womb; but Rachel was barren. 

32So Leah conceived and bore a son, and she called his name Reuben;* for she said, “The LORD has surely Rlooked on my affliction. Now therefore, my husband will love me.” 

33Then she conceived again and bore a son, and said, “Because the LORD has heard that I am Tunloved, He has therefore given me this son also.” And she called his name Simeon.* 

34She conceived again and bore a son, and said, “Now this time my husband will become attached to me, because I have borne him three sons.” Therefore his name was called Levi.*

35And she conceived again and bore a son, and said, “Now I will praise the LORD.” Therefore she called his name RJudah.* Then she stopped bearing. 




CHAPTER 30

1Now when Rachel saw that Rshe bore Jacob no children, Rachel Renvied her sister, and said to Jacob, “Give me children, or else I die!” 

2And Jacob’s anger was aroused against Rachel, and he said, R“Am I in the place of God, who has withheld from you the fruit of the womb?” 

3So she said, “Here is Rmy maid Bilhah; go in to her, Rand she will bear a child on my knees, Rthat I also may have children by her.” 

4 Then she gave him Bilhah her maid Ras wife, and Jacob went in to her.

5And Bilhah conceived and bore Jacob a son.

6Then Rachel said, “God has Rjudged my case; and He has also heard my voice and given me a son.” Therefore she called his name Dan.* 

7And Rachel’s maid Bilhah conceived again and bore Jacob a second son.

8Then Rachel said, “With great wrestlings I have wrestled with my sister, and indeed I have prevailed.” So she called his name Naphtali.*

9When Leah saw that she had stopped bearing, she took Zilpah her maid and Rgave her to Jacob as wife. 

10And Leah’s maid Zilpah bore Jacob a son.

11Then Leah said, “A troop comes!”* So she called his name Gad.*

12And Leah’s maid Zilpah bore Jacob a second son.

13Then Leah said, “I am happy, for the daughters Rwill call me blessed.” So she called his name Asher.* 

14Now Reuben went in the days of wheat harvest and found mandrakes in the field, and brought them to his mother Leah. Then Rachel said to Leah, R“Please give me some of your son’s mandrakes.” 

15But she said to her, “Is it a small matter that you have taken away my husband? Would you take away my son’s mandrakes also?” And Rachel said, “Therefore he will lie with you tonight for your son’s mandrakes.”

16When Jacob came out of the field in the evening, Leah went out to meet him and said, “You must come in to me, for I have surely hired you with my son’s mandrakes.” And he lay with her that night.

17And God listened to Leah, and she conceived and bore Jacob a fifth son.

18Leah said, “God has given me my wages, because I have given my maid to my husband.” So she called his name Issachar.*

19Then Leah conceived again and bore Jacob a sixth son.

20And Leah said, “God has endowed me with a good endowment; now my husband will dwell with me, because I have borne him six sons.” So she called his name Zebulun.*

21Afterward she bore a Rdaughter, and called her name Dinah. 

22Then God remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and opened her womb.

23And she conceived and bore a son, and said, “God has taken away my reproach.”

24So she called his name Joseph, * and said, R“The LORD shall add to me another son.” 

25And it came to pass, when Rachel had borne Joseph, that Jacob said to Laban, R“Send me away, that I may go to my own place and to my country. 

26“Give me my wives and my children Rfor whom I have served you, and let me go; for you know my service which I have done for you.” 

27And Laban said to him, “Please stay, if I have found favor in your eyes, for RI have learned by experience that the LORD has blessed me for your sake.” 

28Then he said, R“Name me your wages, and I will give it.” 

29So Jacob said to him, R“You know how I have served you and how your livestock has been with me. 

30“For what you had before I came was little, and it has increased to a great amount; the LORD has blessed you Tsince my coming. And now, when shall I also Rprovide for my own house?” 

31So he said, “What shall I give you?” And Jacob said, “You shall not give me anything. If you will do this thing for me, I will again feed and keep your flocks:

32“Let me pass through all your flock today, removing from there all the speckled and spotted sheep, and all the brown ones among the lambs, and the spotted and speckled among the goats; and Rthese shall be my wages.

33“So my Rrighteousness will answer for me in time to come, when the subject of my wages comes before you: every one that is not speckled and spotted among the goats, and brown among the lambs, will be considered stolen, if it is with me.” 

34And Laban said, “Oh, that it were according to your word!”

35So he removed that day the male goats that were Rspeckled and spotted, all the female goats that were speckled and spotted, every one that had some white in it, and all the brown ones among the lambs, and gave them into the hand of his sons. 

36Then he put three days’ journey between himself and Jacob, and Jacob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks.

37Now Jacob took for himself rods of green poplar and of the almond and chestnut trees, peeled white strips in them, and exposed the white which was in the rods.

38And the rods which he had peeled, he set before the flocks in the gutters, in the watering troughs where the flocks came to drink, so that they should conceive when they came to drink.

39So the flocks conceived before the rods, and the flocks brought forth streaked, speckled, and spotted.

40Then Jacob separated the lambs, and made the flocks face toward the streaked and all the brown in the flock of Laban; but he put his own flocks by themselves and did not put them with Laban’s flock.

41And it came to pass, whenever the stronger livestock conceived, that Jacob placed the rods before the eyes of the livestock in the gutters, that they might conceive among the rods.

42But when the flocks were feeble, he did not put them in; so the feebler were Laban’s and the stronger Jacob’s.

43Thus the man became exceedingly prosperous, and had large flocks, female and male servants, and camels and donkeys.




CHAPTER 31

Jacob’s Flight

1Now Jacob heard the words of Laban’s sons, saying, “Jacob has taken away all that was our father’s, and from what was our father’s he has acquired all this Rwealth.” 

2And Jacob saw the Rcountenance of Laban, and indeed it was not Rfavorable toward him as before. 

3Then the LORD said to Jacob, R“Return to the land of your fathers and to your family, and I will be with you.” 

4So Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the field, to his flock, 

5and said to them, R“I see your father’s Tcountenance, that it is not favorable toward me as before; but the God of my father Rhas been with me. 

6“And Ryou know that with all my might I have served your father. 

7“Yet your father has deceived me and Rchanged my wages ten times, but God did not allow him to hurt me. 

8“If he said thus: R‘The speckled shall be your wages, ’ then all the flocks bore speckled. And if he said thus: ‘The streaked shall be your wages, ’ then all the flocks bore streaked. 

9“So God has taken away the livestock of your father and given them to me.

10“And it happened, at the time when the flocks conceived, that I lifted my eyes and saw in a dream, and behold, the rams which leaped upon the flocks were streaked, speckled, and gray-spotted.

11“Then Rthe Angel of God spoke to me in a dream, saying, ‘Jacob.’ And I said, ‘Here I am.’ 

12“And He said, ‘Lift your eyes now and see, all the rams which leap on the flocks are streaked, speckled, and gray-spotted; for I have seen all that Laban is doing to you.

13‘I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed the pillar and where you made a vow to Me. Now arise, get out of this land, and return to the land of your family.’”

14Then Rachel and Leah answered and said to him, “Is there still any portion or inheritance for us in our father’s house?

15“Are we not considered strangers by him? For he has sold us, and also completely consumed our money.

16“For all these riches which God has taken from our father are really ours and our children’s; now then, whatever God has said to you, do it.”

17Then Jacob rose and set his sons and his wives on camels.

18And he carried away all his livestock and all his possessions which he had gained, his acquired livestock which he had gained in Padan Aram, to go to his father Isaac in the land of RCanaan. 

19Now Laban had gone to shear his sheep, and Rachel had stolen the RhouseholdT idols that were her father’s. 

20And Jacob stole away, unknown to Laban the Syrian, in that he did not tell him that he intended to flee.

21So he fled with all that he had. He arose and crossed the river, and Rheaded toward the mountains of Gilead. 

22And Laban was told on the third day that Jacob had fled.

23Then he took Rhis brethren with him and pursued him for seven days’ journey, and he overtook him in the mountains of Gilead. 

24But God Rhad come to Laban the Syrian in a dream by night, and said to him, “Be careful that you speak to Jacob neither good nor bad.” 

25So Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the mountains, and Laban with his brethren pitched in the mountains of Gilead.

26And Laban said to Jacob: “What have you done, that you have stolen away unknown to me, and carried away my daughters like captives taken with the sword?

27“Why did you flee away secretly, and steal away from me, and not tell me; for I might have sent you away with joy and songs, with timbrel and harp?

28“And you did not allow me Rto kiss my sons and my daughters. Now Ryou have done foolishly in so doing. 

29“It is in my power to do you harm, but the RGod of your father spoke to me last night, saying, ‘Be careful that you speak to Jacob neither good nor bad.’ 

30“And now you have surely gone because you greatly long for your father’s house, but why did you Rsteal my gods?” 

31Then Jacob answered and said to Laban, “Because I was Rafraid, for I said, ‘Perhaps you would take your daughters from me by force.’ 

32“With whomever you find your gods, Rdo not let him live. In the presence of our brethren, identify what I have of yours and take it with you.” For Jacob did not know that Rachel had stolen them. 

33And Laban went into Jacob’s tent, into Leah’s tent, and into the two maids’ tents, but he did not find them. Then he went out of Leah’s tent and entered Rachel’s tent.

34Now Rachel had taken the household idols, put them in the camel’s saddle, and sat on them. And Laban Tsearched all about the tent but did not find them. 

35And she said to her father, “Let it not displease my lord that I cannot Rrise before you, for the manner of women is with me.” And he searched but did not find the Thousehold idols. 

36Then Jacob was angry and rebuked Laban, and Jacob answered and said to Laban: “What is my Ttrespass? What is my sin, that you have so hotly pursued me? 

37“Although you have searched all my things, what part of your household things have you found? Set it here before my brethren and your brethren, that they may judge between us both!

38“These twenty years I have been with you; your ewes and your female goats have not miscarried their young, and I have not eaten the rams of your flock.

39R“That which was torn by beasts I did not bring to you; I bore the loss of it. RYou required it from my hand, whether stolen by day or stolen by night. 

40“There I was! In the day the drought consumed me, and the frost by night, and my sleep departed from my eyes.

41“Thus I have been in your house twenty years; I served you fourteen years for your two daughters, and six years for your flock, and you have changed my wages ten times.

42R“Unless the God of my father, the God of Abraham and Rthe Fear of Isaac, had been with me, surely now you would have sent me away empty-handed. God has seen my affliction and the labor of my hands, and rebuked you last night.” 

43And Laban answered and said to Jacob, “These daughters are my daughters, and these children are my children, and this flock is my flock; all that you see is mine. But what can I do this day to these my daughters or to their children whom they have borne?

44“Now therefore, come, Rlet us make a covenant, you and I, and let it be a witness between you and me.” 

45So Jacob Rtook a stone and set it up as a pillar. 

46Then Jacob said to his brethren, “Gather stones.” And they took stones and made a heap, and they ate there on the heap.

47Laban called it Jegar Sahadutha, * but Jacob called it Galeed.*

48And Laban said, R“This heap is a witness between you and me this day.” Therefore its name was called Galeed, 

49also RMizpah, * because he said, “May the LORD watch between you and me when we are absent one from another. 

50“If you afflict my daughters, or if you take other wives besides my daughters, although no man is with us—see, God is witness between you and me!”

51Then Laban said to Jacob, “Here is this heap and here is this pillar, which I have placed between you and me.

52“This heap is a witness, and this pillar is a witness, that I will not pass beyond this heap to you, and you will not pass beyond this heap and this pillar to me, for harm.

53“The God of Abraham, the God of Nahor, and the God of their father Rjudge between us.” And Jacob Rswore by Rthe Fear of his father Isaac. 

54Then Jacob offered a sacrifice on the mountain, and called his brethren to eat bread. And they ate bread and stayed all night on the mountain.

55And early in the morning Laban arose, and Rkissed his sons and daughters and blessed them. Then Laban departed and returned to his place. 




CHAPTER 32

Jacob Fights with the Angel

1So Jacob went on his way, and Rthe angels of God met him. 

2When Jacob saw them, he said, “This is God’s Rcamp.” And he called the name of that place Mahanaim.* 

3Then Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother Rin the land of Seir, the country of Edom. 

4 And he commanded them, saying, R“Speak thus to my lord Esau, ‘Thus your servant Jacob says: “I have dwelt with Laban and stayed there until now.

5R“I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, and male and female servants; and I have sent to tell my lord, that RI may find favor in your sight.”’” 

6Then the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We came to your brother Esau, and Rhe also is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him.” 

7So Jacob was greatly afraid and Rdistressed; and he divided the people that were with him, and the flocks and herds and camels, into two companies. 

8And he said, “If Esau comes to the one company and Tattacks it, then the other company which is left will escape.” 

9RThen Jacob said, R“O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, the LORD Rwho said to me, ‘Return to your country and to your family, and I will deal well with you’: 

10“I am not worthy of the least of all the Rmercies and of all the truth which You have shown Your servant; for I crossed over this Jordan with Rmy staff, and now I have become two companies. 

11R“Deliver me, I pray, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau; for I fear him, lest he come and attack me and the mother with the children. 

12“For RYou said, ‘I will surely treat you well, and make your descendants as the Rsand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude.’” 

13So he lodged there that same night, and took what Tcame to his hand as Ra present for Esau his brother: 

14two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams, 

15thirty milk camels with their colts, forty cows and ten bulls, twenty female donkeys and ten foals.

16Then he delivered them to the hand of his servants, every drove by itself, and said to his servants, “Pass over before me, and put some distance between successive droves.”

17And he commanded the first one, saying, “When Esau my brother meets you and asks you, saying, ‘To whom do you belong, and where are you going? Whose are these in front of you?’

18“then you shall say, ‘They are your servant Jacob’s. It is a present sent to my lord Esau; and behold, he also is behind us.’”

19So he commanded the second, the third, and all who followed the droves, saying, “In this manner you shall speak to Esau when you find him;

20“and also say, ‘Behold, your servant Jacob is behind us.’” For he said, “I will Rappease him with the present that goes before me, and afterward I will see his face; perhaps he will accept me.” 

21So the present went on over before him, but he himself lodged that night in the camp.

22And he arose that night and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his eleven sons, Rand crossed over the ford of Jabbok. 

23He took them, sent them Tover the brook, and sent over what he had. 

24Then Jacob was left alone; and a Man wrestled with him until the breaking of day.

25Now when He saw that He did not prevail against him, He Ttouched the socket of his hip; and the socket of Jacob’s hip was out of joint as He wrestled with him. 

26And RHe said, “Let Me go, for the day breaks.” But he said, R“I will not let You go unless You bless me!” 

27So He said to him, “What is your name?” He said, “Jacob.”

28And He said, R“Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel;* for you have Rstruggled with God and with men, and have prevailed.” 

29Then Jacob asked, saying, “Tell me Your name, I pray.” And He said, R“Why is it that you ask about My name?” And He Rblessed him there. 

30So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel:* “For RI have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.” 

31Just as he crossed over Penuel* the sun rose on him, and he limped on his hip.

32Therefore to this day the children of Israel do not eat the muscle that shrank, which is on the hip socket, because He Ttouched the socket of Jacob’s hip in the muscle that shrank. 




CHAPTER 33

Jacob Makes Peace with Esau

1Now Jacob lifted his eyes and looked, and there, REsau was coming, and with him were four hundred men. So he divided the children among Leah, Rachel, and the two maidservants. 

2And he put the maidservants and their children in front, Leah and her children behind, and Rachel and Joseph last.

3Then he crossed over before them and Rbowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother. 

4RBut Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, Rand fell on his neck and kissed him, and they wept. 

5And he lifted his eyes and saw the women and children, and said, “Who are these with you?” So he said, “The children Rwhom God has graciously given your servant.” 

6Then the maidservants came near, they and their children, and bowed down.

7And Leah also came near with her children, and they bowed down. Afterward Joseph and Rachel came near, and they bowed down.

8Then Esau said, “What do you mean by Rall this company which I met?” And he said, “These are Rto find favor in the sight of my lord.” 

9But Esau said, “I have enough, my brother; keep what you have for yourself.”

10And Jacob said, “No, please, if I have now found favor in your sight, then receive my present from my hand, inasmuch as I Rhave seen your face as though I had seen the face of God, and you were pleased with me. 

11“Please, take my blessing that is brought to you, because God has dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough.” So he urged him, and he took it.

12Then Esau said, “Let us take our journey; let us go, and I will go before you.”

13But Jacob said to him, “My lord knows that the children are weak, and the flocks and herds which are nursing are with me. And if the men should drive them hard one day, all the flock will die.

14“Please let my lord go on ahead before his servant. I will lead on slowly at a pace which the livestock that go before me, and the children, are able to endure, until I come to my lord Rin Seir.” 

15And Esau said, “Now let me leave with you some of the people who are with me.” But he said, “What need is there? RLet me find favor in the sight of my lord.” 

16So Esau returned that day on his way to Seir.

17And Jacob journeyed to RSuccoth, built himself a house, and made Tbooths for his livestock. Therefore the name of the place is called Succoth.* 

18Then Jacob came safely to Rthe city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when he came from Padan Aram; and he pitched his tent before the city. 

19And Rhe bought the parcel of Tland, where he had pitched his tent, from the children of Hamor, Shechem’s father, for one hundred pieces of money. 

20Then he erected an altar there and called it REl Elohe Israel.*




CHAPTER 34

The Defilement of Dinah

1Now RDinah the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne to Jacob, went out to see the daughters of the land. 

2And when Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, prince of the country, saw her, he took her and lay with her, and violated her.

3His soul Twas strongly attracted to Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and he loved the young woman and spoke Tkindly to the young woman. 

4So Shechem Rspoke to his father Hamor, saying, “Get me this young woman as a wife.” 

5And Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah his daughter. Now his sons were with his livestock in the field; so Jacob RheldT his peace until they came. 

6Then Hamor the father of Shechem went out to Jacob to speak with him.

7And the sons of Jacob came in from the field when they heard it; and the men were grieved and very angry, because he Rhad done a disgraceful thing in Israel by lying with Jacob’s daughter, Ra thing which ought not to be done. 

8But Hamor spoke with them, saying, “The soul of my son Shechem longs for your daughter. Please give her to him as a wife.

9“And make marriages with us; give your daughters to us, and take our daughters to yourselves.

10“So you shall dwell with us, and the land shall be before you. Dwell and trade in it, and acquire possessions for yourselves in it.”

11Then Shechem said to her father and her brothers, “Let me find favor in your eyes, and whatever you say to me I will give.

12“Ask me ever so much RdowryT and gift, and I will give according to what you say to me; but give me the young woman as a wife.” 

13But the sons of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor his father, and spoke Rdeceitfully, because he had defiled Dinah their sister. 

14And they said to them, “We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one who is Runcircumcised, for Rthat would be a reproach to us. 

15“But on this condition we will consent to you: If you will become as we are, if every male of you is circumcised, 

16“then we will give our daughters to you, and we will take your daughters to us; and we will dwell with you, and we will become one people.

17“But if you will not heed us and be circumcised, then we will take our daughter and be gone.”

18And their words pleased Hamor and Shechem, Hamor’s son.

19So the young man did not delay to do the thing, because he delighted in Jacob’s daughter. He was Rmore honorable than all the household of his father. 

20And Hamor and Shechem his son came to the Rgate of their city, and spoke with the men of their city, saying: 

21“These men are at peace with us. Therefore let them dwell in the land and trade in it. For indeed the land is large enough for them. Let us take their daughters to us as wives, and let us give them our daughters.

22“Only on this condition will the men consent to dwell with us, to be one people: if every male among us is circumcised as they are circumcised.

23“Will not their livestock, their property, and every animal of theirs be ours? Only let us consent to them, and they will dwell with us.”

24And all who went out of the gate of his city heeded Hamor and Shechem his son; every male was circumcised, all who Rwent out of the gate of his city. 

25Now it came to pass on the third day, when they were in pain, that two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s brothers, each took his sword and came boldly upon the city and killed all the males.

26And they killed Hamor and Shechem his son with the edge of the sword, and took Dinah from Shechem’s house, and went out.

27The sons of Jacob came upon the slain, and plundered the city, because their sister had been defiled.

28They took their sheep, their oxen, and their donkeys, what was in the city and what was in the field, 

29and all their wealth. All their little ones and their wives they took captive; and they plundered even all that was in the houses.

30Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, R“You have Rtroubled me Rby making me obnoxious among the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites; Rand since I am few in number, they will gather themselves together against me and kill me. I shall be destroyed, my household and I.” 

31But they said, “Should he treat our sister like a harlot?”




CHAPTER 35

The Devotion at Bethel

1Then God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to RBethel and dwell there; and make an altar there to God, Rwho appeared to you Rwhen you fled from the face of Esau your brother.”

2And Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, “Put away the foreign gods that are among you, purify yourselves, and change your garments.

3“Then let us arise and go up to Bethel; and I will make an altar there to God, Rwho answered me in the day of my distress Rand has been with me in the way which I have gone.” 

4So they gave Jacob all the foreign Tgods which were in their hands, and the Rearrings which were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under Rthe terebinth tree which was by Shechem. 

5And they journeyed, and Rthe terror of God was upon the cities that were all around them, and they did not pursue the sons of Jacob. 

6So Jacob came to RLuz (that is, Bethel), which is in the land of Canaan, he and all the people who were with him. 

7And he Rbuilt an altar there and called the place El Bethel, * because Rthere God appeared to him when he fled from the face of his brother. 

8Now RDeborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died, and she was buried below Bethel under the terebinth tree. So the name of it was called Allon Bachuth.* 

9Then RGod appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Padan Aram, and Rblessed him. 

10And God said to him, “Your name is Jacob; Ryour name shall not be called Jacob anymore, but Israel shall be your name.” So He called his name Israel. 

11Also God said to him: R“I am God Almighty. RBe fruitful and multiply; Ra nation and a company of nations shall proceed from you, and kings shall come from your body. 

12“The Rland which I gave Abraham and Isaac I give to you; and to your descendants after you I give this land.” 

13Then God Rwent up from him in the place where He talked with him. 

14So Jacob Rset up a pillar in the place where He talked with him, a pillar of stone; and he poured a drink offering on it, and he poured oil on it. 

15And Jacob called the name of the place where God spoke with him, Bethel.

The Deaths of Rachel and Isaac

16Then they journeyed from Bethel. And when there was but a little distance to go to Ephrath, Rachel labored in childbirth, and she had hard labor.

17Now it came to pass, when she was in hard labor, that the midwife said to her, “Do not fear; you will have this son also.”

18And so it was, as her soul was departing (for she died), that she called his name Ben-Oni;* but his father called him Benjamin.*

19So Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).

20And Jacob set a pillar on her grave, which is the pillar of Rachel’s grave Rto this day. 

21Then Israel journeyed and pitched his tent beyond Rthe tower of Eder. 

22And it happened, when Israel dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and Rlay with Bilhah his father’s concubine; and Israel heard about it. 

Now the sons of Jacob were twelve:

23the sons of Leah were RReuben, Jacob’s firstborn, and Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun; 

24the sons of Rachel were Joseph and Benjamin;

25the sons of Bilhah, Rachel’s maid-servant, were Dan and Naphtali;

26and the sons of Zilpah, Leah’s maid servant, were Gad and Asher. These were the sons of Jacob who were born to him in Padan Aram.

27Then Jacob came to his father Isaac at Mamre, or Kirjath Arba* (that is, Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac had dwelt.

28Now the days of Isaac were one hundred and eighty years.

29So Isaac breathed his last and died, and Rwas gathered to his people, being old and full of days. And Rhis sons Esau and Jacob buried him. 




CHAPTER 36

The History of Esau—1 Chr. 1:35–42

1Now this is the genealogy of Esau, Rwho is Edom. 

2REsau took his wives from the daughters of Canaan: Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite; Aholibamah the daughter of Anah, the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite; 

3and RBasemath, Ishmael’s daughter, sister of Nebajoth. 

4Now RAdah bore Eliphaz to Esau, and Basemath bore Reuel. 

5And Aholibamah bore Jeush, Jaalam, and Korah. These were the sons of Esau who were born to him in the land of Canaan.

6Then Esau took his wives, his sons, his daughters, and all the persons of his household, his cattle and all his animals, and all his goods which he had gained in the land of Canaan, and went to a country away from the presence of his brother Jacob.

7RFor their possessions were too great for them to dwell together, and the land where they were strangers could not support them because of their livestock. 

8So Esau dwelt in RMount Seir. REsau is Edom. 

9And this is the genealogy of Esau the father of the Edomites in Mount Seir.

10These were the names of Esau’s sons: REliphaz the son of Adah the wife of Esau, and Reuel the son of Basemath the wife of Esau. 

11And the sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, * Gatam, and Kenaz.

12Now Timna was the concubine of Eliphaz, Esau’s son, and she bore RAmalek to Eliphaz. These were the sons of Adah, Esau’s wife. 

13These were the sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. These were the sons of Basemath, Esau’s wife.

14These were the sons of TAholibamah, Esau’s wife, the daughter of Anah, the daughter of Zibeon. And she bore to Esau: Jeush, Jaalam, and Korah. 

15These were the chiefs of the sons of Esau. The sons of Eliphaz, the firstborn son of Esau, were Chief Teman, Chief Omar, Chief Zepho, Chief Kenaz, 

16Chief Korah, * Chief Gatam, and Chief Amalek. These were the chiefs of Eliphaz in the land of Edom. They were the sons of Adah.

17These were the sons of Reuel, Esau’s son: Chief Nahath, Chief Zerah, Chief Shammah, and Chief Mizzah. These were the chiefs of Reuel in the land of Edom. These were the sons of Basemath, Esau’s wife.

18And these were the sons of Aholibamah, Esau’s wife: Chief Jeush, Chief Jaalam, and Chief Korah. These were the chiefs who descended from Aholibamah, Esau’s wife, the daughter of Anah.

19These were the sons of Esau, who is Edom, and these were their chiefs.

20RThese were the sons of Seir Rthe Horite who inhabited the land: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 

21Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan. These were the chiefs of the Horites, the sons of Seir, in the land of Edom.

22And the sons of Lotan were Hori and Hemam.* Lotan’s sister was Timna.

23These were the sons of Shobal: Alvan, * Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, * and Onam.

24These were the sons of Zibeon: both Ajah and Anah. This was the Anah who found the water* in the wilderness as he pastured the donkeys of his father Zibeon.

25These were the children of Anah: Dishon and TAholibamah the daughter of Anah. 

26These were the sons of Dishon:* Hemdan, * Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran.

27These were the sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan.*

28These were the sons of Dishan: RUz and Aran. 

29These were the chiefs of the Horites: Chief Lotan, Chief Shobal, Chief Zibeon, Chief Anah, 

30Chief Dishon, Chief Ezer, and Chief Dishan. These were the chiefs of the Horites, according to their chiefs in the land of Seir.

31RNow these were the kings who reigned in the land of Edom before any king reigned over the children of Israel: 

32Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom, and the name of his city was Dinhabah.

33And when Bela died, Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his place.

34When Jobab died, Husham of the land of the Temanites reigned in his place.

35And when Husham died, Hadad the son of Bedad, who attacked Midian in the field of Moab, reigned in his place. And the name of his city was Avith.

36When Hadad died, Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his place.

37And when Samlah died, Saul of Rehoboth-by-the-River reigned in his place.

38When Saul died, Baal-Hanan the son of Achbor reigned in his place.

39And when Baal-Hanan the son of Achbor died, Hadar* reigned in his place; and the name of his city was Pau.* His wife’s name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the daughter of Mezahab.

40And these were the names of the chiefs of Esau, according to their families and their places, by their names: Chief Timnah, Chief Alvah, * Chief Jetheth, 

41Chief TAholibamah, Chief Elah, Chief Pinon, 

42Chief Kenaz, Chief Teman, Chief Mibzar, 

43Chief Magdiel, and Chief Iram. These were the chiefs of Edom, according to their dwelling places in the land of their possession. Esau was the father of the Edomites.




CHAPTER 37

Joseph’s Family Sins Against Him

1Now Jacob dwelt in the land Rwhere his father was a stranger, in the land of Canaan. 

2This is the history of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brothers. And the lad was with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to his father.

3Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was Rthe son of his old age. Also he Rmade him a tunic of many colors. 

4But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they Rhated him and could not speak peaceably to him. 

5Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers; and they hated him even more.

6So he said to them, “Please hear this dream which I have dreamed:

7R“There we were, binding sheaves in the field. Then behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright; and indeed your sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my sheaf.” 

8And his brothers said to him, “Shall you indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed have dominion over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.

9Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, “Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this time, Rthe sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to me.” 

10So he told it to his father and his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall your mother and I and Ryour brothers indeed come to bow down to the earth before you?” 

11And Rhis brothers envied him, but his father kept the matter in mind. 

12Then his brothers went to feed their father’s flock in RShechem. 

13And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers feeding the flock in Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” So he said to him, “Here I am.”

14Then he said to him, “Please go and see if it is well with your brothers and well with the flocks, and bring back word to me.” So he sent him out of the Valley of RHebron, and he went to Shechem. 

15Now a certain man found him, and there he was, wandering in the field. And the man asked him, saying, “What are you seeking?”

16So he said, “I am seeking my brothers. RPlease tell me where they are feeding their flocks.” 

17And the man said, “They have departed from here, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’” So Joseph went after his brothers and found them in RDothan. 

18Now when they saw him afar off, even before he came near them, Rthey conspired against him to kill him. 

19Then they said to one another, “Look, this Tdreamer is coming! 

20“Come therefore, let us now kill him and cast him into some pit; and we shall say, ‘Some wild beast has devoured him.’ We shall see what will become of his dreams!”

21But RReuben heard it, and he delivered him out of their hands, and said, “Let us not kill him.” 

22And Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit which is in the wilderness, and do not lay a hand on him”—that he might deliver him out of their hands, and bring him back to his father.

23So it came to pass, when Joseph had come to his brothers, that they Rstripped Joseph of his tunic, the tunic of many colors that was on him. 

24Then they took him and cast him into a pit. And the pit was empty; there was no water in it.

25RAnd they sat down to eat a meal. Then they lifted their eyes and looked, and there was a company of RIshmaelites, coming from Gilead with their camels, bearing spices, balm, and myrrh, on their way to carry them down to Egypt. 

26So Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is there if we kill our brother and Rconceal his blood? 

27“Come and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and Rlet not our hand be upon him, for he is our brother and our flesh.” And his brothers listened. 

28Then Midianite traders passed by; so the brothers pulled Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for Rtwenty shekels of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt. 

29Then Reuben returned to the pit, and indeed Joseph was not in the pit; and he Rtore his clothes. 

30And he returned to his brothers and said, “The lad Ris no more; and I, where shall I go?” 

31So they took RJoseph’s tunic, killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the tunic in the blood. 

32Then they sent the tunic of many colors, and they brought it to their father and said, “We have found this. Do you know whether it is your son’s tunic or not?”

33And he recognized it and said, “It is my son’s tunic. A wild beast has devoured him. Without doubt Joseph is torn to pieces.”

34Then Jacob Rtore his clothes, put sackcloth on his waist, and Rmourned for his son many days. 

35And all his sons and all his daughters Rarose to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted, and he said, “For RI shall go down into the grave to my son in mourning.” Thus his father wept for him. 

36Now Rthe Midianites* had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh and captain of the guard. 




CHAPTER 38

Joseph’s Family Sins with the Canaanites

1It came to pass at that time that Judah departed from his brothers, and visited a certain Adullamite whose name was Hirah.

2And Judah saw there a daughter of a certain Canaanite whose name was Shua, and he married her and went in to her.

3So she conceived and bore a son, and he called his name REr. 

4She conceived again and bore a son, and she called his name ROnan. 

5And she conceived yet again and bore a son, and called his name RShelah. He was at Chezib when she bore him. 

6Then Judah Rtook a wife for Er his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. 

7But REr, Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the LORD, Rand the LORD killed him. 

8And Judah said to Onan, “Go in to Ryour brother’s wife and marry her, and raise up an heir to your brother.” 

9But Onan knew that the heir would not be Rhis; and it came to pass, when he went in to his brother’s wife, that he emitted on the ground, lest he should give an heir to his brother. 

10And the thing which he did displeased the LORD; therefore He killed him also.

11Then Judah said to Tamar his daughter-in-law, R“Remain a widow in your father’s house till my son Shelah is grown.” For he said, “Lest he also die like his brothers.” And Tamar went and dwelt Rin her father’s house. 

12Now in the process of time the daughter of Shua, Judah’s wife, died; and Judah Rwas comforted, and went up to his sheepshearers at Timnah, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. 

13And it was told Tamar, saying, “Look, your father-in-law is going up Rto Timnah to shear his sheep.” 

14So she took off her widow’s garments, covered herself with a veil and wrapped herself, and Rsat in an open place which was on the way to Timnah; for she saw Rthat Shelah was grown, and she was not given to him as a wife. 

15When Judah saw her, he thought she was a harlot, because she had covered her face.

16Then he turned to her by the way, and said, “Please let me come in to you”; for he did not know that she was his daughter-in-law. So she said, “What will you give me, that you may come in to me?”

17And he said, R“I will send a young goat from the flock.” So she said, “Will you give me a pledge till you send it?” 

18Then he said, “What pledge shall I give you?” So she said, R“Your signet and cord, and your staff that is in your hand.” Then he gave them to her, and went in to her, and she conceived by him. 

19So she arose and went away, and Rlaid aside her veil and put on the garments of her widowhood. 

20And Judah sent the young goat by the hand of his friend the Adullamite, to receive his pledge from the woman’s hand, but he did not find her.

21Then he asked the men of that place, saying, “Where is the harlot who was openly by the roadside?” And they said, “There was no harlot in this place.”

22So he returned to Judah and said, “I cannot find her. Also, the men of the place said there was no harlot in this place.”

23Then Judah said, “Let her take them for herself, lest we be shamed; for I sent this young goat and you have not found her.”

24And it came to pass, about three months after, that Judah was told, saying, “Tamar your daughter-in-law has Rplayed the harlot; furthermore she is with child by harlotry.” So Judah said, “Bring her out Rand let her be burned!” 

25When she was brought out, she sent to her father-in-law, saying, “By the man to whom these belong, I am with child.” And she said, “Please determine whose these are—the signet and cord, and staff.”

26So Judah Racknowledged them and said, “She has been more righteous than I, because I did not give her to Shelah my son.” And he never knew her again. 

27Now it came to pass, at the time for giving birth, that behold, twins were in her womb.

28And so it was, when she was giving birth, that the one put out his hand; and the midwife took a scarlet thread and bound it on his hand, saying, “This one came out first.”

29Then it happened, as he drew back his hand, that his brother came out unexpectedly; and she said, “How did you break through? This breach be upon you!” Therefore his name was called RPerez.* 

30Afterward his brother came out who had the scarlet thread on his hand. And his name was called RZerah. 




CHAPTER 39

Joseph’s Test with the Egyptian Woman

1Now Joseph had been taken Rdown to Egypt. And Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him down there. 

2RThe LORD was with Joseph, and he was a successful man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian. 

3And his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD Rmade all he did Tto prosper in his hand. 

4So Joseph Rfound favor in his sight, and served him. Then he made him Roverseer of his house, and all that he had he put under his authority. 

5So it was, from the time that he had made him overseer of his house and all that he had, that Rthe LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; and the blessing of the LORD was on all that he had in the house and in the field. 

6Thus he left all that he had in Joseph’s hand, and he did not know what he had except for the bread which he ate. Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance.

7And it came to pass after these things that his master’s wife cast longing eyes on Joseph, and she said, “Lie with me.”

8But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Look, my master does not know what is with me in the house, and he has committed all that he has to my hand.

9“There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has he kept back anything from me but you, because you are his wife. RHow then can I do this great wickedness, and Rsin against God?” 

10So it was, as she spoke to Joseph day by day, that he Rdid not heed her, to lie with her or to be with her. 

11But it happened about this time, when Joseph went into the house to do his work, and none of the men of the house was inside, 

12that she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me.” But he left his garment in her hand, and fled and ran outside.

13And so it was, when she saw that he had left his garment in her hand and fled outside, 

14that she called to the men of her house and spoke to them, saying, “See, he has brought in to us a RHebrew to Tmock us. He came in to me to lie with me, and I cried out with a loud voice. 

15“And it happened, when he heard that I lifted my voice and cried out, that he left his garment with me, and fled and went outside.”

16So she kept his garment with her until his master came home.

17Then she Rspoke to him with words like these, saying, “The Hebrew servant whom you brought to us came in to me to mock me; 

18“so it happened, as I lifted my voice and cried out, that he left his garment with me and fled outside.”

19So it was, when his master heard the words which his wife spoke to him, saying, “Your servant did to me after this manner, ” that his Ranger was aroused. 

20Then Joseph’s master took him and Rput him into the Rprison, a place where the king’s prisoners were confined. And he was there in the prison. 

21But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him mercy, and He gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison.

22And the keeper of the prison Rcommitted to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners who were in the prison; whatever they did there, it was his doing. 

23The keeper of the prison did not look into anything that was under Joseph’s* authority, because Rthe LORD was with him; and whatever he did, the LORD made it prosper. 




CHAPTER 40

Joseph’s Test with the Egyptian Society

1It came to pass after these things that the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt offended their lord, the king of Egypt.

2And Pharaoh was angry with his two officers, the chief butler and the chief baker.

3So he put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the prison, the place where Joseph was confined.

4And the captain of the guard charged Joseph with them, and he served them; so they were in custody for a while.

5Then the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were confined in the prison, had a dream, both of them, each man’s dream in one night and each man’s dream with its own interpretation.

6And Joseph came in to them in the morning and looked at them, and saw that they were Tsad. 

7 So he asked Pharaoh’s officers who were with him in the custody of his lord’s house, saying, R“Why do you look so sad today?”

8And they said to him, R“We each have had a dream, and there is no interpreter of it.” So Joseph said to them, R“Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell them to me, please.” 

9Then the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, “Behold, in my dream a vine was before me, 

10“and in the vine were three branches; it was as though it budded, its blossoms shot forth, and its clusters brought forth ripe grapes.

11“Then Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand; and I took the grapes and pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand.”

12And Joseph said to him, R“This is the interpretation of it: The three branches Rare three days. 

13“Now within three days Pharaoh will Rlift up your head and restore you to your Tplace, and you will put Pharaoh’s cup in his hand according to the former manner, when you were his butler. 

14“But Rremember me when it is well with you, and Rplease show kindness to me; make mention of me to Pharaoh, and get me out of this house. 

15“For indeed I was Rstolen away from the land of the Hebrews; Rand also I have done nothing here that they should put me into the dungeon.” 

16When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he said to Joseph, “I also was in my dream, and there were three white baskets on my head.

17“In the uppermost basket were all kinds of baked goods for Pharaoh, and the birds ate them out of the basket on my head.”

18So Joseph answered and said, R“This is the interpretation of it: The three baskets are three days. 

19“Within three days Pharaoh will lift off your head from you and hang you on a tree; and the birds will eat your flesh from you.”

20Now it came to pass on the third day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday, that he made a feast for all his servants; and he lifted up the head of the chief butler and of the chief baker among his servants.

21Then he Rrestored the chief butler to his butlership again, and Rhe placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand. 

22But he Rhanged the chief baker, as Joseph had interpreted to them. 

23Yet the chief butler did not remember Joseph, but Rforgot him. 




CHAPTER 41

Joseph’s Test with Pharaoh’s Dreams

1Then it came to pass, at the end of two full years, that RPharaoh had a dream; and behold, he stood by the river. 

2Suddenly there came up out of the river seven cows, fine looking and fat; and they fed in the meadow.

3Then behold, seven other cows came up after them out of the river, ugly and gaunt, and stood by the other cows on the bank of the river.

4And the ugly and gaunt cows ate up the seven fine looking and fat cows. So Pharaoh awoke.

5He slept and dreamed a second time; and suddenly seven heads of grain came up on one stalk, plump and good.

6Then behold, seven thin heads, blighted by the east wind, sprang up after them.

7And the seven thin heads devoured the seven plump and full heads. So Pharaoh awoke, and indeed, it was a dream.

8Now it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled, and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt and all its Rwise men. And Pharaoh told them his dreams, but there was no one who could interpret them for Pharaoh. 

9Then the chief butler spoke to Pharaoh, saying: “I remember my faults this day.

10“When Pharaoh was Rangry with his servants, Rand put me in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, both me and the chief baker, 

11R“we each had a dream in one night, he and I. Each of us dreamed according to the interpretation of his own dream. 

12“Now there was a young Hebrew man with us there, a servant of the captain of the guard. And we told him, and he interpreted our dreams for us; to each man he interpreted according to his own dream.

13“And it came to pass, just as he interpreted for us, so it happened. He restored me to my office, and he hanged him.”

14RThen Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him quickly out of the dungeon; and he shaved, changed his clothing, and came to Pharaoh. 

15And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. RBut I have heard it said of you that you can understand a dream, to interpret it.” 

16So Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, R“It is not in me; RGod will give Pharaoh an answer of peace.” 

17Then Pharaoh said to Joseph: “Behold, Rin my dream I stood on the bank of the river. 

18“Suddenly seven cows came up out of the river, fine looking and fat; and they fed in the meadow.

19“Then behold, seven other cows came up after them, poor and very ugly and gaunt, such ugliness as I have never seen in all the land of Egypt.

20“And the gaunt and ugly cows ate up the first seven, the fat cows.

21“When they had eaten them up, no one would have known that they had eaten them, for they were just as ugly as at the beginning. So I awoke.

22“Also I saw in my dream, and suddenly seven Theads came up on one stalk, full and good. 

23“Then behold, seven heads, withered, thin, and blighted by the east wind, sprang up after them.

24“And the thin heads devoured the seven good heads. So RI told this to the magicians, but there was no one who could explain it to me.” 

25Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one; God has shown Pharaoh what He is about to do:

26“The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good Theads are seven years; the dreams are one. 

27“And the seven thin and ugly cows which came up after them are seven years, and the seven empty heads blighted by the east wind are seven years of famine.

28R“This is the thing which I have spoken to Pharaoh. God has shown Pharaoh what He is about to do. 

29“Indeed seven years of great plenty will come throughout all the land of Egypt;

30“but after them seven years of famine will Rarise, and all the plenty will be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine Rwill deplete the land. 

31“So the plenty will not be known in the land because of the famine following, for it will be very severe.

32“And the dream was repeated to Pharaoh twice because the Rthing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass. 

33“Now therefore, let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and set him over the land of Egypt.

34“Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint Tofficers over the land, Rto collect one-fifth of the produce of the land of Egypt in the seven plentiful years. 

35“And let them gather all the food of those good years that are coming, and store up grain under the authority of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities.

36“Then that food shall be as a reserve for the land for the seven years of famine which shall be in the land of Egypt, that the land may not perish during the famine.”

Joseph’s Exaltation over Egypt

37So the advice was good in the eyes of Pharaoh and in the eyes of all his servants.

38And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find such a one as this, a man Rin whom is the Spirit of God?” 

39Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Inasmuch as God has shown you all this, there is no one as discerning and wise as you.

40R“You shall be Tover my house, and all my people shall be ruled according to your word; only in regard to the throne will I be greater than you.” 

41And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt.”

42Then Pharaoh took his signet ring off his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand; and he clothed him in garments of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck.

43And he had him ride in the second Rchariot which he had; and they cried out before him, “Bow the knee!” So he set him over all the land of Egypt. 

44Pharaoh also said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, and without your consent no man may lift his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.”

45And Pharaoh called Joseph’s name Zaphnath-Paaneah. And he gave him as a wife RAsenath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On. So Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt. 

46Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt.

47Now in the seven plentiful years the ground brought forth abundantly.

48So he gathered up all the food of the seven years which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities; he laid up in every city the food of the fields which surrounded them.

49Joseph gathered very much grain, Ras the sand of the sea, until he stopped counting, for it was immeasurable. 

50RAnd to Joseph were born two sons before the years of famine came, whom Asenath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On, bore to him. 

51Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh:* “For God has made me forget all my toil and all my Rfather’s house.” 

52And the name of the second he called Ephraim:* “For God has caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction.”

53Then the seven years of plenty which were in the land of Egypt ended, 

54Rand the seven years of famine began to come, Ras Joseph had said. The famine was in all lands, but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. 

55So when all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread. Then Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph; whatever he says to you, do.”

56The famine was over all the face of the earth, and Joseph opened all the storehouses* and sold to the Egyptians. And the famine became severe in the land of Egypt.

57RSo all countries came to Joseph in Egypt to Rbuy grain, because the famine was severe in all lands. 




CHAPTER 42

Joseph’s Brothers Visit Egypt

1When RJacob saw that there was grain in Egypt, Jacob said to his sons, “Why do you look at one another?” 

2And he said, “Indeed I have heard that there is grain in Egypt; go down to that place and buy for us there, that we may Rlive and not die.” 

3So Joseph’s ten brothers went down to buy grain in Egypt.

4But Jacob did not send Joseph’s brother Benjamin with his brothers, for he said, “Lest some calamity befall him.”

5And the sons of Israel went to buy grain among those who journeyed, for the famine was Rin the land of Canaan. 

6Now Joseph was governor Rover the land; and it was he who sold to all the people of the land. And Joseph’s brothers came and Rbowed down before him with their faces to the earth. 

7Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, but he acted as a stranger to them and spoke roughly to them. Then he said to them, “Where do you come from?” And they said, “From the land of Canaan to buy food.”

8So Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him.

9Then Joseph Rremembered the dreams which he had dreamed about them, and said to them, “You are spies! You have come to see the nakedness of the land!” 

10And they said to him, “No, my lord, but your servants have come to buy food.

11“We are all one man’s sons; we are honest men; your servants are not spies.”

12But he said to them, “No, but you have come to see the nakedness of the land.”

13And they said, “Your servants are twelve brothers, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan; and in fact, the youngest is with our father today, and one is no more.”

14But Joseph said to them, “It is as I spoke to you, saying, ‘You are spies!’

15“In this manner you shall be tested: RBy the life of Pharaoh, you shall not leave this place unless your youngest brother comes here. 

16“Send one of you, and let him bring your brother; and you shall be kept in prison, that your words may be tested to see whether there is any truth in you; or else, by the life of Pharaoh, surely you are spies!”

17So he Tput them all together in prison Rthree days. 

18Then Joseph said to them the third day, “Do this and live, Rfor I fear God: 

19“If you are honest men, let one of your brothers be confined to your prison house; but you, go and carry grain for the famine of your houses.

20“And Rbring your youngest brother to me; so your words will be verified, and you shall not die.” And they did so. 

21Then they said to one another, R“We are truly guilty concerning our brother, for we saw the anguish of his soul when he pleaded with us, and we would not hear; therefore this distress has come upon us.” 

22And Reuben answered them, saying, R“Did I not speak to you, saying, ‘Do not sin against the boy’; and you would not listen? Therefore behold, his blood is now Rrequired of us.” 

23But they did not know that Joseph understood them, for he spoke to them through an interpreter.

24And he turned himself away from them and wept. Then he returned to them again, and talked with them. And he took Simeon from them and bound him before their eyes.

25Then Joseph Rgave a command to fill their sacks with grain, to Rrestore every man’s money to his sack, and to give them provisions for the journey. RThus he did for them. 

26So they loaded their donkeys with the grain and departed from there.

27But as Rone of them opened his sack to give his donkey feed at the encampment, he saw his money; and there it was, in the mouth of his sack. 

28So he said to his brothers, “My money has been restored, and there it is, in my sack!” Then their hearts failed them and they were afraid, saying to one another, “What is this that God has done to us?”

29Then they went to Jacob their father in the land of Canaan and told him all that had happened to them, saying:

30“The man who is lord of the land Rspoke Troughly to us, and took us for spies of the country. 

31“But we said to him, ‘We are honest men; we are not spies.

32‘We are twelve brothers, sons of our father; one is no more, and the youngest is with our father this day in the land of Canaan.’

33“Then the man, the lord of the country, said to us, R‘By this I will know that you are honest men: Leave one of your brothers here with me, take food for the famine of your households, and be gone. 

34‘And bring your Ryoungest brother to me; so I shall know that you are not spies, but that you are honest men. I will grant your brother to you, and you may Rtrade in the land.’” 

35Then it happened as they emptied their sacks, that surprisingly Reach man’s bundle of money was in his sack; and when they and their father saw the bundles of money, they were afraid. 

36And Jacob their father said to them, “You have bereaved me: Joseph is no more, Simeon is no more, and you want to take Benjamin. All these things are against me.”

37Then Reuben spoke to his father, saying, “Kill my two sons if I do not bring him back to you; put him in my hands, and I will bring him back to you.”

38But he said, “My son shall not go down with you, for Rhis brother is dead, and he is left alone. If any calamity should befall him along the way in which you go, then you would bring down my gray hair with sorrow to the grave.” 




CHAPTER 43

Joseph’s Brothers’ Second Journey to Egypt

1Now the famine was severe in the land. 2And it came to pass, when they had eaten up the grain which they had brought from Egypt, that their father said to them, “Go Rback, buy us a little food.” 

3But Judah spoke to him, saying, “The man solemnly warned us, saying, ‘You shall not see my face unless your Rbrother is with you.’ 

4“If you send our brother with us, we will go down and buy you food.

5“But if you will not send him, we will not go down; for the man said to us, ‘You shall not see my face unless your brother is with you.’”

6And Israel said, “Why did you deal so wrongfully with me as to tell the man whether you had still another brother?”

7But they said, “The man asked us pointedly about ourselves and our family, saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Have you another brother?’ And we told him according to these words. Could we possibly have known that he would say, ‘Bring your brother down’?”

8Then Judah said to Israel his father, “Send the lad with me, and we will arise and go, that we may Rlive and not die, both we and you and also our little ones. 

9“I myself will be surety for him; from my hand you shall require him. If I do not bring him back to you and set him before you, then let me bear the blame forever.

10“For if we had not lingered, surely by now we would have returned this second time.”

11And their father Israel said to them, “If it must be so, then do this: Take some of the best fruits of the land in your vessels and Rcarry down a present for the man—a little balm and a little honey, spices and myrrh, pistachio nuts and almonds. 

12“Take double money in your hand, and take back in your hand the money Rthat was returned in the mouth of your sacks; perhaps it was an oversight. 

13“Take your brother also, and arise, go back to the man.

14“And may God RAlmighty give you mercy before the man, that he may release your other brother and Benjamin. If I am bereaved, I am bereaved!” 

15So the men took that present and Benjamin, and they took double money in their hand, and arose and went Rdown to Egypt; and they stood before Joseph. 

16When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the Rsteward of his house, “Take these men to my home, and slaughter an animal and make ready; for these men will dine with me at noon.” 

17Then the man did as Joseph ordered, and the man brought the men into Joseph’s house.

18Now the men were Rafraid because they were brought into Joseph’s house; and they said, “It is because of the money, which was returned in our sacks the first time, that we are brought in, so that he may make a case against us and seize us, to take us as slaves with our donkeys.” 

19When they drew near to the steward of Joseph’s house, they talked with him at the door of the house, 

20and said, “O sir, Rwe indeed came down the first time to buy food; 

21“but Rit happened, when we came to the encampment, that we opened our sacks, and there, each man’s money was in the mouth of his sack, our money in full weight; so we have brought it back in our hand. 

22“And we have brought down other money in our hands to buy food. We do not know who put our money in our sacks.”

23But he said, “Peace be with you, do not be afraid. Your God and the God of your father has given you treasure in your sacks; I had your money.” Then he brought RSimeon out to them. 

24So the man brought the men into Joseph’s house and Rgave them water, and they washed their feet; and he gave their donkeys feed. 

25Then they made the present ready for Joseph’s coming at noon, for they heard that they would eat bread there.

26And when Joseph came home, they brought him the present which was in their hand into the house, and Rbowed down before him to the earth. 

27Then he asked them about their well-being, and said, “Is your father well, the old man of whom you spoke? Is he still alive?”

28And they answered, “Your servant our father is in good health; he is still alive.” RAnd they bowed their heads down and prostrated themselves. 

29Then he lifted his eyes and saw his brother Benjamin, Rhis mother’s son, and said, “Is this your younger brother of whom you spoke to me?” And he said, “God be gracious to you, my son.” 

30Now Rhis heart yearned for his brother; so Joseph made haste and sought somewhere to weep. And he went into his chamber and Rwept there. 

31Then he washed his face and came out; and he restrained himself, and said, “Serve the Rbread.” 

32So they set him a place by himself, and them by themselves, and the Egyptians who ate with him by themselves; because the Egyptians could not eat food with the RHebrews, for that is Ran abomination to the Egyptians. 

33And they sat before him, the firstborn according to his Rbirthright and the youngest according to his youth; and the men looked in astonishment at one another. 

34Then he took servings to them from before him, but Benjamin’s serving was Rfive times as much as any of theirs. So they drank and were merry with him. 




CHAPTER 44

1And he commanded Tthe Rsteward of his house, saying, R“Fill the men’s sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put each man’s money in the mouth of his sack. 

2“Also put my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the sack of the youngest, and his grain money.” So he did according to the word that Joseph had spoken.

3As soon as the morning dawned, the men were sent away, they and their donkeys.

4When they had gone out of the city, and were not yet far off, Joseph said to his steward, “Get up, follow the men; and when you overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have you Rrepaid evil for good? 

5‘Is not this the one from which my lord drinks, and with which he indeed practices divination? You have done evil in so doing.’”

6So he overtook them, and he spoke to them these same words.

7And they said to him, “Why does my lord say these words? Far be it from us that your servants should do such a thing.

8“Look, we brought back to you from the land of Canaan Rthe money which we found in the mouth of our sacks. How then could we steal silver or gold from your lord’s house? 

9“With whomever of your servants it is found, Rlet him die, and we also will be my lord’s slaves.” 

10And he said, “Now also let it be according to your words; he with whom it is found shall be my slave, and you shall be blameless.”

11Then each man speedily let down his sack to the ground, and each opened his sack.

12So he searched. He began with the oldest and left off with the youngest; and the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack.

13Then they Rtore their clothes, and each man loaded his donkey and returned to the city. 

14So Judah and his brothers came to Joseph’s house, and he was still there; and they fell before him on the ground.

15And Joseph said to them, “What deed is this you have done? Did you not know that such a man as I can certainly practice divination?”

16Then Judah said, “What shall we say to my lord? What shall we speak? Or how shall we clear ourselves? God has Rfound out the iniquity of your servants; here we are, my lord’s slaves, both we and he also with whom the cup was found.” 

17But he said, “Far be it from me that I should do so; the man in whose hand the cup was found, he shall be my slave. And as for you, go up in peace to your father.”

18Then Judah came near to him and said: “O my lord, please let your servant speak a word in my lord’s hearing, and Rdo not let your anger burn against your servant; for you are even like Pharaoh. 

19“My lord asked his servants, saying, ‘Have you a father or a brother?’

20“And we said to my lord, ‘We have a father, an old man, and Ra child of his old age, who is young; his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother’s children, and his father loves him.’ 

21“Then you said to your servants, R‘Bring him down to me, that I may set my eyes on him.’ 

22“And we said to my lord, ‘The lad cannot leave his father, for if he should leave his father, his father would die.’

23“But you said to your servants, ‘Unless your youngest brother comes down with you, you shall see my face no more.’

24“So it was, when we went up to your servant my father, that we told him the words of my lord.

25“And Rour father said, ‘Go back and buy us a little food.’ 

26“But we said, ‘We cannot go down; if our youngest brother is with us, then we will go down; for we may not see the man’s face unless our youngest brother is with us.’

27“Then your servant my father said to us, ‘You know that my wife bore me two sons;

28‘and the one went out from me, and I said, R“Surely he is torn to pieces”; and I have not seen him since. 

29‘But if you take this one also from me, and calamity befalls him, you shall bring down my gray hair with sorrow to the grave.’

30“Now therefore, when I come to your servant my father, and the lad is not with us, since Rhis life is bound up in the lad’s life, 

31“it will happen, when he sees that the lad is not with us, that he will die. So your servants will bring down the gray hair of your servant our father with sorrow to the grave.

32“For your servant became surety for the lad to my father, saying, R‘If I do not bring him back to you, then I shall bear the blame before my father forever.’ 

33“Now therefore, please let your servant remain instead of the lad as a slave to my lord, and let the lad go up with his brothers.

34“For how shall I go up to my father if the lad is not with me, lest perhaps I see the evil that would Tcome upon my father?” 




CHAPTER 45

1Then Joseph could not restrain himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Make everyone go out from me!” So no one stood with him while Joseph made himself known to his brothers.

2And he wept aloud, and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard it.

3Then Joseph said to his brothers, R“I am Joseph; does my father still live?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed in his presence. 

4And Joseph said to his brothers, “Please come near to me.” So they came near. Then he said: “I am Joseph your brother, Rwhom you sold into Egypt. 

5“But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves because you sold me here; Rfor God sent me before you to preserve life. 

6“For these two years the Rfamine has been in the land, and there are still five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. 

7“And God sent me before you to preserve a posterity for you in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance.

8“So now it was not you who sent me here, but RGod; and He has made me Ra father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a Rruler throughout all the land of Egypt. 

9“Hurry and go up to my father, and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph: “God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not Ttarry. 

10“You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near to me, you and your children, your children’s children, your flocks and your herds, and all that you have.

11“There I will Rprovide for you, lest you and your household, and all that you have, come to poverty; for there are still five years of famine.”’ 

12“And behold, your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is Rmy mouth that speaks to you. 

13“So you shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that you have seen; and you shall hurry and Rbring my father down here.” 

14Then he fell on his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benjamin wept on his neck.

15Moreover he Rkissed all his brothers and wept over them, and after that his brothers talked with him. 

16Now the report of it was heard in Pharaoh’s house, saying, “Joseph’s brothers have come.” So it pleased Pharaoh and his servants well.

17And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Say to your brothers, ‘Do this: Load your animals and depart; go to the land of Canaan.

18‘Bring your father and your households and come to me; I will give you the best of the land of Egypt, and you will eat Rthe Tfat of the land. 

19‘Now you are commanded—do this: Take carts out of the land of Egypt for your little ones and your wives; bring your father and come.

20‘Also do not be concerned about your goods, for the best of all the land of Egypt is yours.’”

21Then the sons of Israel did so; and Joseph gave them Rcarts, according to the command of Pharaoh, and he gave them provisions for the journey. 

22He gave to all of them, to each man, Rchanges of garments; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver and Rfive changes of garments. 

23And he sent to his father these things: ten donkeys loaded with the good things of Egypt, and ten female donkeys loaded with grain, bread, and food for his father for the journey.

24So he sent his brothers away, and they departed; and he said to them, “See that you do not become troubled along the way.”

25Then they went up out of Egypt, and came to the land of Canaan to Jacob their father.

26And they told him, saying, “Joseph is still alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt.” And Jacob’s heart stood still, because he did not believe them.

27But when they told him all the words which Joseph had said to them, and when he saw the carts which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit Rof Jacob their father revived. 

28Then Israel said, “It is enough. Joseph my son is still alive. I will go and see him before I die.”




CHAPTER 46

Jacob’s Family Safe in Egypt

1So Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to RBeersheba, and offered sacrifices Rto the God of his father Isaac. 

2Then God spoke to Israel Rin the visions of the night, and said, “Jacob, Jacob!” And he said, “Here I am.” 

3So He said, “I am God, the God of your father; do not fear to go down to Egypt, for I will make of you a great nation there.

4“I will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also surely bring you up again; and Joseph will put his hand on your eyes.”

5Then Jacob arose from Beersheba; and the sons of Israel carried their father Jacob, their little ones, and their wives, in the carts which Pharaoh had sent to carry him

6So they took their livestock and their goods, which they had acquired in the land of Canaan, and went to Egypt, RJacob and all his descendants with him. 

7His sons and his sons’ sons, his daughters and his sons’ daughters, and all his descendants he brought with him to Egypt.

8Now these were the names of the children of Israel, Jacob and his sons, who went to Egypt: Reuben was Jacob’s firstborn.

9The Rsons of Reuben were Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. 

10RThe sons of Simeon were Jemuel, * Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, * Zohar, * and Shaul, the son of a Canaanite woman. 

11The sons of RLevi were Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 

12The sons of RJudah were Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah (but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan). The sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul. 

13The sons of Issachar were Tola, Puvah, * Job, * and Shimron.

14The Rsons of Zebulun were Sered, Elon, and Jahleel. 

15These were the sons of Leah, whom she bore to Jacob in Padan Aram, with his daughter Dinah. All the persons, his sons and his daughters, were thirty-three.

16The sons of Gad were Ziphion, * Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, * Eri, Arodi, * and Areli.

17RThe sons of Asher were Jimnah, Ishuah, Isui, Beriah, and Serah, their sister. And the sons of Beriah were Heber and Malchiel.

18These were the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gave to Leah his daughter; and these she bore to Jacob: sixteen persons.

19The Rsons of Rachel, RJacob’s wife, were Joseph and Benjamin. 

20RAnd to Joseph in the land of Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, whom Asenath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On, bore to him. 

21RThe sons of Benjamin were Belah, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim, * and Ard. 

22These were the sons of Rachel, who were born to Jacob: fourteen persons in all.

23The son of Dan was Hushim.*

24RThe sons of Naphtali were Jahzeel, * Guni, Jezer, and Shillem.* 

25These were the sons of Bilhah, whom Laban gave to Rachel his daughter, and she bore these to Jacob: seven persons in all.

26RAll the persons who went with Jacob to Egypt, who came from his body, Rbesides Jacob’s sons’ wives, were sixty-six persons in all. 

27And the sons of Joseph who were born to him in Egypt were two persons. RAll the persons of the house of Jacob who went to Egypt were seventy. 

28Then he sent Judah before him to Joseph, Rto point out before him the way to Goshen. And they came Rto the land of Goshen. 

29So Joseph made ready his chariot and went up to Goshen to meet his father Israel; and he presented himself to him, and fell on his neck and wept on his neck a good while.

30And Israel said to Joseph, R“Now let me die, since I have seen your face, because you are still alive.” 

31Then Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s household, R“I will go up and tell Pharaoh, and say to him, ‘My brothers and those of my father’s house, who were in the land of Canaan, have come to me. 

32‘And the men are Rshepherds, for their occupation has been to feed livestock; and they have brought their flocks, their herds, and all that they have.’ 

33“So it shall be, when Pharaoh calls you and says, ‘What is your occupation?’

34“that you shall say, ‘Your servants’ Roccupation has been with livestock Rfrom our youth even till now, both we and also our fathers, ’ that you may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians.” 




CHAPTER 47

1Then Joseph Rwent and told Pharaoh, and said, “My father and my brothers, their flocks and their herds and all that they possess, have come from the land of Canaan; and indeed they are in Rthe land of Goshen.” 

2And he took five men from among his brothers and presented them to Pharaoh.

3Then Pharaoh said to his brothers, R“What is your occupation?” And they said to Pharaoh, “Your servants are shepherds, both we and also our fathers.” 

4And they said to Pharaoh, R“We have come to dwell in the land, because your servants have no pasture for their flocks, for the famine is severe in the land of Canaan. Now therefore, please let your servants dwell in the land of Goshen.” 

5Then Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, saying, “Your father and your brothers have come to you.

6R“The land of Egypt is before you. Have your father and brothers dwell in the best of the land; let them dwell in the land of Goshen. And if you know any competent men among them, then make them chief herdsmen over my livestock.” 

7Then Joseph brought in his father Jacob and set him before Pharaoh; and Jacob Rblessed Pharaoh. 

8Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How old are you?”

9And Jacob said to Pharaoh, R“The days of the years of my pilgrimage are Rone hundred and thirty years; few and evil have been the days of the years of my life, and they have not attained to the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage.” 

10So Jacob Rblessed Pharaoh, and went out from before Pharaoh. 

11And Joseph situated his father and his brothers, and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of RRameses, Ras Pharaoh had commanded. 

12Then Joseph provided Rhis father, his brothers, and all his father’s household with bread, according to the number in their families. 

13Now there was no bread in all the land; for the famine was very severe, Rso that the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan languished because of the famine. 

14RAnd Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, for the grain which they bought; and Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh’s house. 

15So when the money failed in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came to Joseph and said, “Give us bread, for Rwhy should we die in your presence? For the money has failed.” 

16Then Joseph said, “Give your livestock, and I will give you bread for your livestock, if the money is gone.”

17So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave them bread in exchange for the horses, the flocks, the cattle of the herds, and for the donkeys. Thus he Tfed them with bread in exchange for all their livestock that year. 

18When that year had ended, they came to him the next year and said to him, “We will not hide from my lord that our money is gone; my lord also has our herds of livestock. There is nothing left in the sight of my lord but our bodies and our lands.

19“Why should we die before your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land for bread, and we and our land will be servants of Pharaoh; give us seed, that we may Rlive and not die, that the land may not be desolate.” 

20Then Joseph Rbought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for every man of the Egyptians sold his field, because the famine was severe upon them. So the land became Pharaoh’s. 

21And as for the people, he moved them into the cities, * from one end of the borders of Egypt to the other end.

22ROnly the land of the Rpriests he did not buy; for the priests had rations allotted to them by Pharaoh, and they ate their rations which Pharaoh gave them; therefore they did not sell their lands. 

23Then Joseph said to the people, “Indeed I have bought you and your land this day for Pharaoh. Look, here is seed for you, and you shall sow the land.

24“And it shall come to pass in the harvest that you shall give one-fifth to Pharaoh. Four-fifths shall be your own, as seed for the field and for your food, for those of your households and as food for your little ones.”

25So they said, “You have saved Rour lives; let us find favor in the sight of my lord, and we will be Pharaoh’s servants.” 

26And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt to this day, that Pharaoh should have one-fifth, Rexcept for the land of the priests only, which did not become Pharaoh’s. 

Jacob Blesses the Family in Egypt

27So Israel Rdwelt in the land of Egypt, in the country of Goshen; and they had possessions there and Rgrew and multiplied exceedingly. 

28And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years. So the length of Jacob’s life was one hundred and forty-seven years.

29When the time Rdrew near that Israel must die, he called his son Joseph and said to him, “Now if I have found favor in your sight, please put your hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me. Please do not bury me in Egypt, 

30“but Rlet me lie with my fathers; you shall carry me out of Egypt and Rbury me in their burial place.” And he said, “I will do as you have said.” 

31Then he said, “Swear to me.” And he swore to him. So RIsrael bowed himself on the head of the bed. 




CHAPTER 48

1Now it came to pass after these things that Joseph was told, “Indeed your father is sick”; and he took with him his two sons, RManasseh and Ephraim. 

2And Jacob was told, “Look, your son Joseph is coming to you”; and Israel strengthened himself and sat up on the bed.

3Then Jacob said to Joseph: “God RAlmighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed me, 

4“and said to me, ‘Behold, I will Rmake you fruitful and multiply you, and I will make of you a multitude of people, and Rgive this land to your descendants after you as an everlasting possession.’ 

5“And now your Rtwo sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, who were born to you in the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine. 

6“Your Toffspring Twhom you beget after them shall be yours; they will be called by the name of their brothers in their inheritance. 

7“But as for me, when I came from Padan, RRachel died beside me in the land of Canaan on the way, when there was but a little distance to go to Ephrath; and I buried her there on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).” 

8Then Israel saw Joseph’s sons, and said, “Who are these?”

9And Joseph said to his father, “They are my sons, whom God has given me in this place.” And he said, “Please bring them to me, and RI will bless them.” 

10Now Rthe eyes of Israel were dim with age, so that he could not see. Then Joseph brought them near him, and he kissed them and embraced them. 

11And Israel said to Joseph, “I had not thought to see your face; but in fact, God has also shown me your offspring!”

12So Joseph brought them from beside his knees, and he bowed down with his face to the earth.

13And Joseph took them both, Ephraim with his right hand toward Israel’s left hand, and Manasseh with his left hand toward Israel’s right hand, and brought them near him.

14Then Israel stretched out his right hand and Rlaid it on Ephraim’s head, who was the younger, and his left hand on Manasseh’s head, guiding his hands knowingly, for Manasseh was the firstborn. 

15And Rhe blessed Joseph, and said:

“God, Rbefore whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, 

The God who has fed me all my life long to this day, 

16The Angel Rwho has redeemed me from all evil, 

Bless the lads;

Let Rmy name be named upon them, 

And the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac;

And let them Rgrow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.” 

17Now when Joseph saw that his father Rlaid his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it displeased him; so he took hold of his father’s hand to remove it from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head. 

18And Joseph said to his father, “Not so, my father, for this one is the firstborn; put your right hand on his head.”

19But his father refused and said, R“I know, my son, I know. He also shall become a people, and he also shall be great; but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his descendants shall become a multitude of nations.” 

20So he blessed them that day, saying, “By you Israel will bless, saying, ‘May God make you as Ephraim and as Manasseh!’” And thus he set Ephraim before Manasseh.

21Then Israel said to Joseph, “Behold, I am dying, but God will be with you and bring you back to the land of your fathers.

22“Moreover RI have given to you one Tportion above your brothers, which I took from the hand Rof the Amorite with my sword and my bow.” 




CHAPTER 49

1And Jacob called his sons and said, “Gather together, that I may tell you what shall befall you in the last days:

2“Gather together and hear, you sons of Jacob, 

And listen to Israel your father.

3“Reuben, you are Rmy firstborn, 

My might and the beginning of my strength, 

The excellency of dignity and the excellency of power. 

4Unstable as water, you shall not excel, 

Because you Rwent up to your father’s bed;

Then you defiled it—

He went up to my couch. 

5“Simeon and Levi are brothers;

Instruments of Tcruelty are in their dwelling place. 

6RLet not my soul enter their council;

Let not my honor be united Rto their assembly;

RFor in their anger they slew a man, 

And in their self-will they Thamstrung an ox. 

7Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce;

And their wrath, for it is cruel!

RI will divide them in Jacob

And scatter them in Israel. 

8“Judah, R you are he whom your brothers shall praise;

RYour hand shall be on the neck of your enemies;

RYour father’s children shall bow down before you. 

9Judah is Ra lion’s whelp;

From the prey, my son, you have gone up.

He bows down, he lies down as a lion;

And as a lion, who shall rouse him?

10RThe scepter shall not depart from Judah, 

Nor Ra lawgiver from between his feet, 

RUntil Shiloh comes;

RAnd to Him shall be the obedience of the people. 

11Binding his donkey to the vine, 

And his donkey’s colt to the choice vine, 

He washed his garments in wine, 

And his clothes in the blood of grapes.

12His eyes are darker than wine, 

And his teeth whiter than milk.

13“ZebulunR shall dwell by the haven of the sea;

He shall become a haven for ships, 

And his border shall adjoin Sidon.

14“Issachar is a strong donkey, 

Lying down between two burdens;

15He saw that rest was good, 

And that the land was pleasant;

He bowed Rhis shoulder to bear a burden, 

And became a band of slaves.

16“DanR shall judge his people

As one of the tribes of Israel. 

17RDan shall be a serpent by the way, 

A viper by the path, 

That bites the horse’s heels





So that its rider shall fall backward.

18I have waited for your salvation, O LORD!

19“Gad, R a troop shall tramp upon him, 

But he shall triumph at last. 

20“Bread from Asher shall be rich, 

And he shall yield royal dainties.

21“NaphtaliR is a deer let loose;

He uses beautiful words. 

22“Joseph is a fruitful bough, 

A fruitful bough by a well;

His branches run over the wall.

23The archers have Rbitterly grieved him, 

Shot at him and hated him. 

24But his Rbow remained in strength, 

And the arms of his hands were Tmade strong

By the hands of Rthe Mighty God of Jacob

(From there Ris the Shepherd, Rthe Stone of Israel), 

25RBy the God of your father who will help you, 

RAnd by the Almighty Rwho will bless you

With blessings of heaven above, 

Blessings of the deep that lies beneath, 

Blessings of the breasts and of the womb.

26The blessings of your father

Have excelled the blessings of my ancestors, 

RUp to the utmost bound of the everlasting hills.

They shall be on the head of Joseph, 

And on the crown of the head of him who was separate from his brothers.

27“Benjamin is a ravenous wolf;

In the morning he shall devour the prey, 

And at night he shall divide the spoil.”

28All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is what their father spoke to them. And he blessed them; he blessed each one according to his own blessing.

29Then he charged them and said to them: “I Ram to be gathered to my people; bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 

30“in the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre in the land of Canaan, Rwhich Abraham bought with the field of Ephron the Hittite as a possession for a burial place. 

31“There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife, there they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife, and there I buried Leah.

32“The field and the cave that is there were purchased from the sons of Heth.”

Jacob Dies in Egypt

33And when Jacob had finished commanding his sons, he drew his feet up into the bed and breathed his last, and was gathered to his people.




CHAPTER 50

1Then Joseph fell on his father’s face, and wept over him, and kissed him.

2And Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to Rembalm his father. So the physicians embalmed Israel. 

3Forty days were required for him, for such are the days required for those who are embalmed; and the Egyptians RmournedT for him seventy days. 

4Now when the days of his mourning were past, Joseph spoke to Rthe household of Pharaoh, saying, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, please speak in the hearing of Pharaoh, saying, 

5R‘My father made me swear, saying, “Behold, I am dying; in my grave Rwhich I dug for myself in the land of Canaan, there you shall bury me.” Now therefore, please let me go up and bury my father, and I will come back.’” 

6And Pharaoh said, “Go up and bury your father, as he made you swear.”

7So Joseph went up to bury his father; and with him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the elders of the land of Egypt, 

8as well as all the house of Joseph, his brothers, and his father’s house. Only their little ones, their flocks, and their herds they left in the land of Goshen.

9And there went up with him both chariots and horsemen, and it was a very great gathering.

10Then they came to the threshing floor of Atad, which is beyond the Jordan, and they Rmourned there with a great and very solemn lamentation. He observed seven days of mourning for his father. 

11And when the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning at the threshing floor of Atad, they said, “This is a deep mourning of the Egyptians.” Therefore its name was called Abel Mizraim, * which is beyond the Jordan.

12So his sons did for him just as he had commanded them.

13For his sons carried him to the land of Canaan, and buried him in the cave of the field of Machpelah, before Mamre, which Abraham bought with the field from Ephron the Hittite as property for a burial place.

14And after he had buried his father, Joseph returned to Egypt, he and his brothers and all who went up with him to bury his father.

Joseph Dies in Egypt

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, Rthey said, “Perhaps Joseph will hate us, and may actually repay us for all the evil which we did to him.” 

16So they sent messengers to Joseph, saying, “Before your father died he commanded, saying, 

17‘Thus you shall say to Joseph: “I beg you, please forgive the trespass of your brothers and their sin; for they did evil to you.”’ Now, please, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of your father.” And Joseph wept when they spoke to him.

18Then his brothers also went and Rfell down before his face, and they said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 

19Joseph said to them, R“Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? 

20R“But as for you, you meant evil against me; but RGod meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive. 

21“Now therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones.” And he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.

22So Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he and his father’s household. And Joseph lived one hundred and ten years.

23Joseph saw Ephraim’s children Rto the third generation. RThe children of Machir, the son of Manasseh, were also brought up on Joseph’s knees. 

24And Joseph said to his brethren, “I am dying; but RGod will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land to the land Rof which He swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 

25Then RJoseph took an oath from the children of Israel, saying, “God will surely visit you, and Ryou shall carry up my Rbones from here.” 

26So Joseph died, being one hundred and ten years old; and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.




The Second Book of Moses Called Exodus
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THE BOOK OF EXODUS

Exodus is the record of Israel’s birth as a nation. Within the protective “womb” of Egypt, Jacob’s (Israel’s) family of seventy rapidly multiplies. At the right time, accompanied with severe “birth pains, ” an infant nation, numbering between two and three million people, is brought into the world where it is divinely protected, fed, and nurtured.

The Hebrew title, We’elleh Shemoth, “Now These Are the Names, ” comes from the first phrase in 1:1. Exodus begins with “Now” to show it as a continuation of Genesis. The Greek title is Exodus, a word meaning “exit, ” “departure, ” or “going out.” The Septuagint uses this word to describe the book by its key event (see 19:1, “gone out”). In Luke 9:31 and in 2 Peter 1:15, the word exodus speaks of physical death (Jesus and Peter). This embodies Exodus’s theme of redemption, because redemption is accomplished only through death. The Latin title is Liber Exodus, “Book of Departure, ” taken from the Greek title.
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THE AUTHOR OF EXODUS

Critics have challenged the Mosaic authorship of Exodus in favor of a series of oral and written documents that were woven together by editors late in Israel’s history. Their arguments are generally weak and far from conclusive, especially in view of the strong external and internal evidence that points to Moses as the author.

External Evidence: Exodus has been attributed to Moses since the time of Joshua (cf. Ex. 20:25 with Josh. 8:30–32). Other biblical writers attribute Exodus to Moses: Malachi (Mal. 4:4), the disciples (John 1:45), and Paul (Rom. 10:5). This is also the testimony of Jesus (Mark 7:10; 12:26; Luke 20:37; John 5:46, 47; 7:19, 22, 23). Jewish and Samaritan traditions consistently hold to the Mosaic authorship of Exodus.

Internal Evidence: Portions of Exodus are directly attributed to Moses (Ex. 15; 17:8–14; 20:1–17; 24:4, 7, 12; 31:18; 34:1–27). Moses’ usual procedure was to record events soon after they occurred in the form of historical annals. It is clear from Exodus that the author must have been an eyewitness of the Exodus and an educated man. He was acquainted with details about the customs and climate of Egypt and the plants, animals, and terrain of the wilderness. A consistency of style and development also points to a single author. Its antiquity is supported by the frequent use of ancient literary constructions, words, and expressions.
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THE TIME OF EXODUS

If the early date for the Exodus (c. 1445 B.C.) is assumed, this book was composed during the forty-year wilderness journey, between 1445 B.C. and 1405 B.C. Moses probably kept an account of God’s work, which he then edited in the plains of Moab shortly before his death. Exodus covers the period from the arrival of Jacob in Egypt (c. 1875 B.C.) to the erection of the tabernacle 431 years later in the wilderness (c. 1445 B.C.).
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THE CHRIST OF EXODUS

Exodus contains no direct messianic prophecies, but it is full of types and portraits of Christ. Here are seven: (1) Moses: In dozens of ways Moses is a type of Christ (Deut. 18:15). Both Moses and Christ are prophets, priests, and kings (although Moses was never made king, he functioned as the ruler of Israel); both are kinsman-redeemers; both are endangered in infancy; both voluntarily renounce power and wealth; both are deliverers, lawgivers, and mediators. (2) The Passover: John 1:29, 36 and 1 Corinthians 5:7 make it clear that Christ is our slain God and the Passover Lamb. (3) The seven feasts: Each of these feasts portrays some aspect of the ministry of Christ. (4) The Exodus: Paul relates baptism to the exodus event because baptism symbolizes death to the old and identification with the new (Rom. 6:2, 3; 1 Cor. 10:1, 2). (5) The manna and water: The New Testament applies both to Christ (John 6:31–35, 48–63; 1 Cor. 10:3, 4). (6) The tabernacle: In its materials, colors, furniture, and arrangement, the tabernacle clearly speaks of the Person of Christ and the way of redemption. The development is progressive from suffering, blood, and death, to beauty, holiness, and the glory of God. The tabernacle is theology in a physical form. (7) The High Priest: In several ways the high priest foreshadows the ministry of Christ, our great High Priest (Heb. 4:14–16; 9:11, 12, 24–28).
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KEYS TO EXODUS

Key Word: Redemption— Central to the Book of Exodus is the concept of redemption. Israel was redeemed from bondage in Egypt and into a covenant relationship with God. From the redemption of Moses in the Nile to the redeeming presence of God in the tabernacle, Exodus records God’s overwhelming acts of deliverance, by which He demonstrates His right to be Israel’s King.

Key Verses: Exodus 6:6; 19:5, 6—“Therefore say to the children of Israel: ‘I am the LORD; I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments’” (6:6).

“‘Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation’” (19:5, 6).

Key Chapters: Exodus 12–14—The climax of the entire Old Testament is recorded in chapters 12–14: the salvation of Israel through blood (the Passover) and through power (the Red Sea). The Exodus is the central event of the Old Testament as the Cross is of the New Testament.
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SURVEY OF EXODUS

Exodus abounds with God’s powerful redemptive acts on behalf of His oppressed people. It begins in pain and ends in liberation; it moves from the groaning of the people to the glory of God. It is the continuation of the story that begins in Genesis with the seventy descendants of Jacob who move from Canaan to Egypt. They have multiplied under adverse conditions to a multitude of over two million people. When the Israelites finally turn to God for deliverance from their bondage, God quickly responds by redeeming them “with an outstretched arm and with great judgments” (6:6). God faithfully fulfills His promise made to Abraham centuries before (Gen. 15:13, 14).

The book falls into two parts: (1) redemption from Egypt (1–18) and (2) revelation from God (19–40).

Redemption from Egypt (1–18): After four centuries of slavery, the people of Israel cry to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob for deliverance. God has already prepared Moses for this purpose and has commissioned him at the burning bush to stand before Pharaoh as the advocate for Israel. However, Pharaoh hardens his heart: “Who is the LORD, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go?” (5:2).

God soon reveals Himself to Pharaoh through a series of object lessons, the ten plagues. These plagues grow in severity until the tenth brings death to the firstborn of every household of Egypt. Israel is redeemed through this plague by means of the Passover lamb. The Israelites’ faith in God at this point becomes the basis for their national redemption. As they leave Egypt, God guides them by a pillar of fire and smoke and saves them from Egypt’s pursuing army through the miraculous crossing of the sea. In the wilderness He protects and sustains them throughout their journeys.

Revelation from God (19–40): Now that the people have experienced God’s deliverance, guidance, and protection, they are ready to be taught what God expects of them. The redeemed people must now be set apart to walk with God. This is why the emphasis moves from narration in chapters 1–18 to legislation in chapters 19–40. On Mount Sinai, Moses receives God’s moral, civil, and ceremonial laws, as well as the pattern for the tabernacle to be built in the wilderness. After God judges the people for their worship of the golden calf, the tabernacle is constructed and consecrated. It is a building of beauty in a barren land and reveals much about the Person of God and the way of redemption.
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OUTLINE OF EXODUS

Part One: Redemption from Egypt (1:1–18:27)

I. The Need for Redemption from Egypt … 1:1–22

A. Israel’s Rapid Multiplication … 1:1–7

B. Israel’s Severe Affliction … 1:8–14

C. Israel’s Planned Extinction … 1:15–22

II. The Preparation of the Leaders of the Redemption … 2:1–4:31

A. Moses Is Redeemed from Murder … 2:1–10

B. Moses Tries to Redeem by Murder … 2:11–22

C. Israel Calls upon God … 2:23–25

D. God Calls upon Moses … 3:1–4:17

1. God Miraculously Appears … 3:1–6

2. God Calls Moses to Leadership … 3:7–10

3. God Answers Moses’ Objections … 3:11–4:17

E. Moses Accepts the Call … 4:18–26

1. Moses Returns to Egypt … 4:18–23

2. Moses Reinstitutes Circumcision … 4:24–26

F. Israel Accepts the Call of Moses as Deliverer … 4:27–31

III. God’s Redemption of Israel from Egypt … 5:1–15:21

A. Moses Confronts Pharaoh by Word … 5:1–6:9

1. Pharaoh Rejects Moses … 5:1–14

2. Israel Rejects Moses … 5:15–21

3. Moses Questions God’s Plan … 5:22, 23

4. God Reassures Moses … 6:1–8

5. Moses Reassures Israel … 6:9

B. Moses Confronts Pharaoh with Miracles … 6:10–7:13

1. God Recommissions Moses … 6:10–27

2. Moses Objects … 6:28–30

3. God Reassures Moses … 7:1–7

4. Aaron’s Rod Swallows Pharaoh’s Rods … 7:8–13

C. Moses Confronts Pharaoh Through Plagues … 7:14–11:10

1. First Plague: Blood … 7:14–25

2. Second Plague: Frogs … 8:1–15

3. Third Plague: Lice … 8:16–19

4. Fourth Plague: Flies … 8:20–32

5. Fifth Plague: Disease on Beasts … 9:1–7

6. Sixth Plague: Boils on Man and Beast … 9:8–12

7. Seventh Plague: Hail … 9:13–35

8. Eighth Plague: Locusts … 10:1–20

9. Ninth Plague: Darkness … 10:21–29

10. Tenth Plague: Death Announced … 11:1–10

D. Israel Redeemed by Blood Through the Passover … 12:1–13:16

1. Instructions for the Passover … 12:1–20

2. Participation in the Passover … 12:21–28

3. Redemption Through the Passover … 12:29–36

4. Freedom Because of the Passover … 12:37–51

5. Sanctification as a Result of the Passover … 13:1–16

E. Israel Redeemed by Power from Egypt … 13:17–15:21

1. God Leads Israel … 13:17–14:2

2. Pharaoh Follows Israel … 14:3–9

3. Israel Rebels Against God … 14:10–12
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A. Preserved from Thirst … 15:22–27

B. Preserved from Hunger … 16:1–36
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Part Two: Revelation from God (19:1–40:38)
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CHAPTER 1

Israel’s Rapid Multiplication

1Now these are the names of the children of Israel who came to Egypt; each man and his household came with Jacob:

2Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah;

3Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin;

4Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.

5All those who were descendants* of Jacob were Rseventy* persons (for Joseph was in Egypt already). 

6And RJoseph died, all his brothers, and all that generation. 

7RBut the children of Israel were fruitful and increased abundantly, multiplied and grew exceedingly mighty; and the land was filled with them. 

Israel’s Severe Affliction

8Now there arose a new king over Egypt, Rwho did not know Joseph. 

9And he said to his people, “Look, the people of the children of Israel are more and Rmightier than we; 

10R“come, let us Rdeal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and it happen, in the event of war, that they also join our enemies and fight against us, and so go up out of the land.”

11Therefore they set taskmasters over them Rto afflict them with their Rburdens. And they built for Pharaoh supply cities, Pithom and Raamses. 

12But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew. And they were in dread of the children of Israel.

13So the Egyptians made the children of Israel Rserve with Trigor. 

14And they Rmade their lives bitter with hard bondage—Rin mortar, in brick, and in all manner of service in the field. All their service in which they made them serve was with rigor. 

Israel’s Planned Extinction

15Then the king of Egypt spoke to the RHebrew midwives, of whom the name of one was Shiphrah and the name of the other Puah; 

16and he said, “When you do the duties of a midwife for the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstools, if it is a Rson, then you shall kill him; but if it is a daughter, then she shall live.” 

17But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the male children alive.

18So the king of Egypt called for the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this thing, and saved the male children alive?”

19And the midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are lively and give birth before the midwives come to them.”

20RTherefore God dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied and Tgrew very mighty. 

21And so it was, because the midwives feared God, Rthat He Tprovided households for them. 

22So Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, R“Every son who is born* you shall cast into the river, and every daughter you shall save alive.” 




CHAPTER 2

Moses Is Redeemed from Murder

1And a man of the house of Levi went and took as wife a daughter of Levi.

2So the woman conceived and bore a son. And when she saw that he was a beautiful child, she hid him three months.

3But when she could no longer hide him, she took an ark of Rbulrushes for him, daubed it with Rasphalt and Rpitch, put the child in it, and laid it in the reeds by the river’s bank. 

4RAnd his sister stood afar off, to know what would be done to him. 

5Then the Rdaughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river. And her maidens walked along the riverside; and when she saw the ark among the reeds, she sent her maid to get it. 

6And when she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby wept. So she had compassion on him, and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.”

7Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call a nurse for you from the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for you?”

8And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.” So the maiden went and called the child’s mother.

9Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away and nurse him for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed him.

10And the child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became Rher son. So she called his name Moses, * saying, “Because I drew him out of the water.” 

Moses Tries to Redeem by Murder

11Now it came to pass in those days, Rwhen Moses was grown, that he went out to his brethren and looked at their burdens. And he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren. 

12So he looked this way and that way, and when he saw no one, he Rkilled the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 

13And when he went out the second day, behold, two Hebrew men were fighting, and he said to the one who did the wrong, “Why are you striking your companion?”

14Then he said, R“Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you intend to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?” So Moses Rfeared and said, “Surely this thing is known!” 

15When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh and dwelt in the land of Midian; and he sat down by a well.

16RNow the priest of Midian had seven daughters. And they came and drew water, and they filled the Rtroughs to water their father’s flock. 

17Then the Rshepherds came and drove them away; but Moses stood up and helped them, and watered their flock. 

18When they came to RReuelT their father, he said, “How is it that you have come so soon today?” 

19And they said, “An Egyptian delivered us from the hand of the shepherds, and he also drew enough water for us and watered the flock.”

20So he said to his daughters, “And where is he? Why is it that you have left the man? Call him, that he may eat bread.”

21Then Moses was content to live with the man, and he gave RZipporah his daughter to Moses. 

22And she bore him a son. He called his name Gershom, * for he said, “I have been Ra stranger in a foreign land.” 

Israel Calls upon God

23Now it happened in the process of time that the king of Egypt died. Then the children of Israel groaned because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry came up to God because of the bondage.

24So God Rheard their groaning, and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 

25And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God acknowledged them.




CHAPTER 3

God Miraculously Appears

1Now Moses was tending the flock of RJethro his father-in-law, Rthe priest of Midian. And he led the flock to the back of the desert, and came to RHoreb, Rthe mountain of God. 

2And Rthe Angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not consumed. 

3Then Moses said, “I will now turn aside and see this Rgreat sight, why the bush does not burn.” 

4So when the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called Rto him from the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 

5Then He said, “Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground.”

6Moreover He said, “I am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God.

God Calls Moses to Leadership

7And the LORD said: “I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I know their sorrows.

8“So I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and large land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites.

9“Now therefore, behold, Rthe cry of the children of Israel has come to Me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 

10“Come now, therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.”

“Who Am I?”

11But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?”

12So He said, R“I will certainly be with you. And this shall be a Rsign to you that I have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.” 

“What Is His Name?”

13Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you, ’ and they say to me, ‘What is His name?’ what shall I say to them?”

14And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, R‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 

15Moreover God said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: ‘The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations.’

16“Go and Rgather the elders of Israel together, and say to them, ‘The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared to me, saying, R“I have surely visited you and seen what is done to you in Egypt; 

17“and I have said RI will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, to a land flowing with milk and honey.”’ 

18“Then they will heed your voice; and you shall come, you and the elders of Israel, to the king of Egypt; and you shall say to him, ‘The LORD God of the Hebrews has met with us; and now, please, let us go three days’ journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.’

19“But I am sure that the king of Egypt Rwill not let you go, no, not even by a mighty hand. 

20“So I will Rstretch out My hand and strike Egypt with Rall My wonders which I will do in its midst; and Rafter that he will let you go. 

21“And I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall be, when you go, that you shall not go empty-handed.

22R“But every woman shall ask of her neighbor, namely, of her who dwells near her house, Rarticles of silver, articles of gold, and clothing; and you shall put them on your sons and on your daughters. So you shall plunder the Egyptians.”




CHAPTER 4

“They Will Not Believe Me”

1Then Moses answered and said, “But suppose they will not believe me or listen to my voice; suppose they say, ‘The LORD has not appeared to you.’”

2So the LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A rod.”

3And He said, “Cast it on the ground.” So he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it.

4Then the LORD said to Moses, “Reach out your hand and take it by the tail” (and he reached out his hand and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand), 

5“that they may Rbelieve that the RLORD God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.” 

6Furthermore the LORD said to him, “Now put your hand in your bosom.” And he put his hand in his bosom, and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous, Rlike snow. 

7And He said, “Put your hand in your bosom again.” So he put his hand in his bosom again, and drew it out of his bosom, and behold, it was restored like his other flesh.

8“Then it will be, if they do not believe you, nor heed the message of the Rfirst sign, that they may believe the message of the latter sign. 

9“And it shall be, if they do not believe even these two signs, or listen to your voice, that you shall take water from the river* and pour it on the dry land. RThe water which you take from the river will become blood on the dry land.” 

“I Am Slow of Speech”

10Then Moses said to the LORD, “O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither before nor since You have spoken to Your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.”

11So the LORD said to him, R“Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes the mute, the deaf, the seeing, or the blind? Have not I, the LORD? 

12“Now therefore, go, and I will be Rwith your mouth and teach you what you shall say.” 

13But he said, “O my Lord, Rplease send by the hand of whomever else You may send.”

14So Rthe anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and He said: “Is not Aaron the Levite your Rbrother? I know that he can speak well. And look, he is also coming out to meet you. When he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 

15“Now Ryou shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth. And I will be with your mouth and with his mouth, and I will teach you what you shall do. 

16“So he shall be your spokesman to the people. And he himself shall be as a mouth for you, and you shall be to him as God.

17“And you shall take this rod in your hand, with which you shall do the signs.”

Moses Returns to Egypt

18So Moses went and returned to RJethro his father-in-law, and said to him, “Please let me go and return to my brethren who are in Egypt, and see whether they are still alive.” And Jethro said to Moses, R“Go in peace.” 

19Now the LORD said to Moses in RMidian, “Go, return to Egypt; for all the men who sought your life are dead.”

20Then Moses Rtook his wife and his sons and set them on a donkey, and he returned to the land of Egypt. And Moses took the rod of God in his hand.

21And the LORD said to Moses, “When you go back to Egypt, see that you do all those wonders before Pharaoh which I have put in your hand. But RI will harden his heart, so that he will not let the people go.

22“Then you shall Rsay to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the LORD: R“Israel is My son, RMy firstborn. 

23“So I say to you, let My son go that he may serve Me. But if you refuse to let him go, indeed RI will kill your son, your firstborn.”’” 

Moses Reinstitutes Circumcision

24And it came to pass on the way, at the Rencampment, that the LORD Rmet him and sought to kill him.

25Then RZipporah took a sharp stone and cut off the foreskin of her son and cast it at Moses’* feet, and said, “Surely you are a husband of blood to me!” 

26So He let him go. Then she said, “You are a Thusband of blood!”—because of the circumcision.

Israel Accepts the Call of Moses as Deliverer

27And the LORD said to Aaron, “Go into the wilderness Rto meet Moses.” So he went and met him on Rthe mountain of God, and kissed him. 

28So Moses told Aaron all the words of the LORD who had sent him, and all the signs which He had commanded him.

29Then Moses and Aaron Rwent and gathered together all the elders of the children of Israel. 

30And Aaron spoke all the words which the LORD had spoken to Moses. Then he did the signs in the sight of the people.

31So the people believed; and when they heard that the LORD had Rvisited the children of Israel and that He Rhad looked on their affliction, then Rthey bowed their heads and worshiped. 




CHAPTER 5

Pharaoh Rejects Moses

1Afterward Moses and Aaron went in and told Pharaoh, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘Let My people go, that they may hold a feast to Me in the wilderness.’”

2And Pharaoh said, R“Who is the LORD, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, Rnor will I let Israel go.” 

3So they said, R“The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Please, let us go three days’ journey into the desert and sacrifice to the LORD our God, lest He fall upon us with pestilence or with the sword.” 

4Then the king of Egypt said to them, “Moses and Aaron, why do you take the people from their work? Get back to your Rlabor.”

5And Pharaoh said, “Look, the people of the land are Rmany now, and you make them rest from their labor!”

6So the same day Pharaoh commanded the Rtaskmasters of the people and their officers, saying, 

7“You shall no longer give the people straw to make Rbrick as before. Let them go and gather straw for themselves.

8“And you shall lay on them the quota of bricks which they made before. You shall not reduce it. For they are idle; therefore they cry out, saying, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to our God.’

9“Let more work be laid on the men, that they may labor in it, and let them not regard false words.”

10And the taskmasters of the people and their officers went out and spoke to the people, saying, “Thus says Pharaoh: ‘I will not give you straw.

11‘Go, get yourselves straw where you can find it; yet none of your work will be reduced.’”

12So the people were scattered abroad throughout all the land of Egypt to gather stubble instead of straw.

13And the taskmasters forced them to hurry, saying, “Fulfill your work, your daily quota, as when there was straw.”

14Also the Rofficers of the children of Israel, whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over them, were Rbeaten and were asked, “Why have you not fulfilled your task in making brick both yesterday and today, as before?”

Israel Rejects Moses

15Then the officers of the children of Israel came and cried out to Pharaoh, saying, “Why are you dealing thus with your servants?

16“There is no straw given to your servants, and they say to us, ‘Make brick!’ And indeed your servants are beaten, but the fault is in your own people.”

17But he said, “You are idle! Idle! Therefore you say, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to the LORD.’

18“Therefore go now and work; for no straw shall be given you, yet you shall deliver the quota of bricks.”

19And the officers of the children of Israel saw that they were in trouble after it was said, “You shall not reduce any bricks from your daily quota.”

20Then, as they came out from Pharaoh, they met Moses and Aaron who stood there to meet them.

21RAnd they said to them, “Let the LORD look on you and judge, because you have made us abhorrent in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to kill us.” 

Moses Questions God’s Plan

22So Moses returned to the LORD and said, “Lord, why have You brought trouble on this people? Why is it You have sent me?

23“For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in Your name, he has done evil to this people; neither have You delivered Your people at all.”




CHAPTER 6

God Reassures Moses

1Then the LORD said to Moses, “Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh. For Rwith a strong hand he will let them go, and with a strong hand Rhe will drive them out of his land.” 

2And God spoke to Moses and said to him: “I am Tthe LORD. 

3R“I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My name LORD* I was not known to them. 

4“I have also established My covenant with them, Rto give them the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, Rin which they were strangers. 

5“And RI have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel whom the Egyptians keep in bondage, and I have remembered My covenant. 

6“Therefore say to the children of Israel: R‘I am the LORD; RI will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. 

7‘I will take you as My people, and I will be your God. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your God who brings you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.

8‘And I will bring you into the land which I Rswore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and I will give it to you as a heritage: I am the LORD.’” 

Moses Reassures Israel

9So Moses spoke thus to the children of Israel; Rbut they did not heed Moses, because of RanguishT of spirit and cruel bondage.

God Recommissions Moses

10And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

11“Go in, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the children of Israel go out of his land.”

12And Moses spoke before the LORD, saying, “The children of Israel have not heeded me. How then shall Pharaoh heed me, for RI am of uncircumcised lips?” 

13Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, and gave them a RcommandT for the children of Israel and for Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt. 

14These are the heads of their fathers’ houses: The sons of Reuben, the firstborn of Israel, were Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. These are the families of Reuben.

15RAnd the sons of Simeon were Jemuel, * Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul the son of a Canaanite woman. These are the families of Simeon. 

16These are the names of the sons of Levi according to their generations: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. And the years of the life of Levi were one hundred and thirty-seven.

17The sons of Gershon were Libni and Shimi according to their families.

18And Rthe sons of Kohath were Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. And the years of the life of Kohath were one hundred and thirty-three. 

19RThe sons of Merari were Mahli and Mushi. These are the families of Levi according to their generations. 

20Now RAmram took for himself RJochebed, his father’s sister, as wife; and she bore him Aaron and Moses. And the years of the life of Amram were one hundred and thirty-seven. 

21RThe sons of Izhar were Korah, Nepheg, and Zichri. 

22And Rthe sons of Uzziel were Mishael, Elzaphan, and Zithri. 

23Aaron took to himself Elisheba, daughter of RAmminadab, sister of Nahshon, as wife; and she bore him RNadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 

24And Rthe sons of Korah were Assir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph. These are the families of the Korahites. 

25Eleazar, Aaron’s son, took for himself one of the daughters of Putiel as wife; and Rshe bore him Phinehas. These are the heads of the fathers’ houses of the Levites according to their families. 

26These are the same Aaron and Moses to whom the LORD said, “Bring out the children of Israel from the land of Egypt according to their Rarmies.”T 

27These are the ones who spoke to Pharaoh king of Egypt, Rto bring out the children of Israel from Egypt. These are the same Moses and Aaron. 

Moses Objects

28And it came to pass, on the day the LORD spoke to Moses in the land of Egypt, 

29that the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “I am the LORD. RSpeak to Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I say to you.” 

30But Moses said before the LORD, “Behold, RI am of uncircumcised lips, and how shall Pharaoh heed me?” 




CHAPTER 7

God Reassures Moses

1So the LORD said to Moses: “See, I have made you as God to Pharaoh, and Aaron your brother shall be your prophet.

2“You Rshall speak all that I command you. And Aaron your brother shall tell Pharaoh to send the children of Israel out of his land. 

3“And RI will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and Rmultiply My signs and My wonders in the land of Egypt. 

4“But RPharaoh will not heed you, so Rthat I may lay My hand on Egypt and bring My armies and My people, the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great judgments. 

5“And the Egyptians Rshall know that I am the LORD, when I Rstretch out My hand on Egypt and bring out the children of Israel from among them.” 

6Then Moses and Aaron did so; just as the LORD commanded them, so they did.

7And Moses was Reighty years old and Aaron eighty-three years old when they spoke to Pharaoh. 

Aaron’s Rod Swallows Pharaoh’s Rods

8Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 

9“When Pharaoh speaks to you, saying, R‘Show a miracle for yourselves, ’ then you shall say to Aaron, R‘Take your rod and cast it before Pharaoh, and let it become a serpent.’” 

10So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh, and they did so, just Ras the LORD commanded. And Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and before his servants, and it Rbecame a serpent. 

11But Pharaoh also Rcalled the wise men and Rthe sorcerers; so the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments. 

12For every man threw down his rod, and they became serpents. But Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods.

13And Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, as the LORD had said.

First Plague: Blood

14So the LORD said to Moses: “Pharaoh’s heart is hard; he refuses to let the people go.

15“Go to Pharaoh in the morning, when he goes out to the Rwater, and you shall stand by the river’s bank to meet him; and Rthe rod which was turned to a serpent you shall take in your hand. 

16“And you shall say to him, R‘The LORD God of the Hebrews has sent me to you, saying, “Let My people go, that they may serve Me in the wilderness”; but indeed, until now you would not hear! 

17‘Thus says the LORD: “By this you shall know that I am the LORD. Behold, I will strike the waters which are in the river with the rod that is in my hand, and they shall be turned Rto blood. 

18“And the fish that are in the river shall die, the river shall stink, and the Egyptians will RloatheT to drink the water of the river.”’” 

19Then the LORD spoke to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your rod and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt, over their streams, over their rivers, over their ponds, and over all their pools of water, that they may become blood. And there shall be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in buckets of wood and pitchers of stone.’”

20And Moses and Aaron did so, just as the LORD commanded. So he Rlifted up the rod and struck the waters that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants. And all the waters that were in the river were turned to blood. 

21The fish that were in the river died, the river stank, and the Egyptians could not drink the water of the river. So there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt

22RThen the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments; and Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, Ras the LORD had said. 

23And Pharaoh turned and went into his house. Neither was his heart moved by this.

24So all the Egyptians dug all around the river for water to drink, because they could not drink the water of the river.

25And seven days passed after the LORD had struck the river.




CHAPTER 8

Second Plague: Frogs

1And the LORD spoke to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Let My people go, Rthat they may serve Me. 

2“But if you Rrefuse to let them go, behold, I will smite all your territory with Rfrogs.

3“So the river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, which shall go up and come into your house, into your Rbedroom, on your bed, into the houses of your servants, on your people, into your ovens, and into your kneading bowls.

4“And the frogs shall come up on you, on your people, and on all your servants.”’”

5Then the LORD spoke to Moses, “Say to Aaron, R‘Stretch out your hand with your rod over the streams, over the rivers, and over the ponds, and cause frogs to come up on the land of Egypt.’” 

6So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and Rthe frogs came up and covered the land of Egypt. 

7RAnd the magicians did so with their Tenchantments, and brought up frogs on the land of Egypt. 

8Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, R“Entreat the LORD that He may take away the frogs from me and from my people; and I will let the people go, that they may sacrifice to the LORD.” 

9And Moses said to Pharaoh, “Accept the honor of saying when I shall intercede for you, for your servants, and for your people, to destroy the frogs from you and your houses, that they may remain in the river only.”

10So he said, “Tomorrow.” And he said, “Let it be according to your word, that you may know that Rthere is no one like the LORD our God. 

11“And the frogs shall depart from you, from your houses, from your servants, and from your people. They shall remain in the river only.”

12Then Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh. And Moses Rcried out to the LORD concerning the frogs which He had brought against Pharaoh. 

13So the LORD did according to the word of Moses. And the frogs died out of the houses, out of the courtyards, and out of the fields.

14They gathered them together in heaps, and the land stank.

15But when Pharaoh saw that there was Rrelief, he hardened his heart and did not heed them, as the LORD had said. 

Third Plague: Lice

16So the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your rod, and strike the dust of the land, so that it may become Tlice throughout all the land of Egypt.’” 

17And they did so. For Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod and struck the dust of the earth, and it became lice on man and beast. All the dust of the land became lice throughout all the land of Egypt.

18Now Rthe magicians so worked with their Tenchantments to bring forth lice, but they Rcould not. So there were lice on man and beast. 

19Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is Rthe finger of God.” But Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, just as the LORD had said. 

Fourth Plague: Flies

20And the LORD said to Moses, R“Rise early in the morning and stand before Pharaoh as he comes out to the water. Then say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 

21“Or else, if you will not let My people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies on you and your servants, on your people and into your houses. The houses of the Egyptians shall be full of swarms of flies, and also the ground on which they stand.

22“And in that day I will set apart the land of RGoshen, in which My people dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be there, in order that you may know that I am the LORD in the midst of the Rland. 

23“I will make a difference* between My people and your people. Tomorrow this Rsign shall be.”’” 

24And the LORD did so. RThick swarms of flies came into the house of Pharaoh, into his servants’ houses, and into all the land of Egypt. The land was corrupted because of the swarms of flies. 

25Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God in the land.”

26And Moses said, “It is not right to do so, for we would be sacrificing Rthe abomination of the Egyptians to the LORD our God. If we sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians before their eyes, then will they not Tstone us? 

27“We will go three days’ journey into the wilderness and sacrifice to the LORD our God as RHe will command us.” 

28So Pharaoh said, “I will let you go, that you may sacrifice to the LORD your God in the wilderness; only you shall not go very far away. Intercede for me.”

29Then Moses said, “Indeed I am going out from you, and I will entreat the LORD, that the swarms of flies may depart tomorrow from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people. But let Pharaoh not Rdeal deceitfully anymore in not letting the people go to sacrifice to the LORD.” 

30So Moses went out from Pharaoh and Rentreated the LORD. 

31And the LORD did according to the word of Moses; He removed the swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people. Not one remained.

32But Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time also; neither would he let the people go.




CHAPTER 9

Fifth Plague: Disease on Beasts

1Then the LORD said to Moses, R“Go in to Pharaoh and tell him, ‘Thus says the LORD God of the Hebrews: “Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 

2“For if you Rrefuse to let them go, and still hold them, 

3“behold, the hand of the LORD will be on your cattle in the field, on the horses, on the donkeys, on the camels, on the oxen, and on the sheep—a very severe pestilence.

4“And the LORD will make a difference between the livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt. So nothing shall die of all that belongs to the children of Israel.”’”

5Then the LORD appointed a set time, saying, “Tomorrow the LORD will do this thing in the land.”

6So the LORD did this thing on the next day, and Rall the livestock of Egypt died; but of the livestock of the children of Israel, not one died. 

7Then Pharaoh sent, and indeed, not even one of the livestock of the Israelites was dead. But the heart of Pharaoh became hard, and he did not let the people go.

Sixth Plague: Boils on Man and Beast

8So the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Take for yourselves handfuls of ashes from a furnace, and let Moses scatter it toward the heavens in the sight of Pharaoh.

9“And it will become fine dust in all the land of Egypt, and it will cause Rboils that break out in sores on man and beast throughout all the land of Egypt.” 

10Then they took ashes from the furnace and stood before Pharaoh, and Moses scattered them toward heaven. And they caused Rboils that break out in sores on man and beast. 

11And the Rmagicians could not stand before Moses because of the Rboils, for the boils were on the magicians and on all the Egyptians. 

12But the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh; and he Rdid not heed them, just as the LORD had spoken to Moses. 

Seventh Plague: Hail

13Then the LORD said to Moses, R“Rise early in the morning and stand before Pharaoh, and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD God of the Hebrews: “Let My people go, that they may Rserve Me, 

14“for at this time I will send all My plagues to your very heart, and on your servants and on your people, Rthat you may know that there is none like Me in all the earth. 

15“Now if I had Rstretched out My hand and struck you and your people with Rpestilence, then you would have been cut off from the earth. 

16“But indeed for Rthis purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My Rname may be declared in all the earth. 

17“As yet you exalt yourself against My people in that you will not let them go.

18“Behold, tomorrow about this time I will cause very heavy hail to rain down, such as has not been in Egypt since its founding until now.

19“Therefore send now and gather your livestock and all that you have in the field, for the hail shall come down on every man and every animal which is found in the field and is not brought home; and they shall die.”’”

20He who feared the word of the LORD among the servants of Pharaoh made his servants and his livestock flee to the houses.

21But he who did not regard the word of the LORD left his servants and his livestock in the field.

22Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may be hail in all the land of Egypt—on man, on beast, and on every herb of the field, throughout the land of Egypt.”

23And Moses stretched out his rod toward heaven; and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and fire darted to the ground. And the LORD rained hail on the land of Egypt.

24So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, so very heavy that there was none like it in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation.

25And the Rhail struck throughout the whole land of Egypt, all that was in the field, both man and beast; and the hail struck every herb of the field and broke every tree of the field. 

26Only in the land of Goshen, where the children of Israel were, there was no hail.

27And Pharaoh sent and Rcalled for Moses and Aaron, and said to them, “I have sinned this time. RThe LORD is righteous, and my people and I are wicked. 

28R“Entreat the LORD, that there may be no more mighty thundering and hail, for it is enough. I will let you go, and you shall stay no longer.” 

29So Moses said to him, “As soon as I have gone out of the city, I will spread out my hands to the LORD; the thunder will cease, and there will be no more hail, that you may know that the earth is the LORD’s.

30“But as for you and your servants, RI know that you will not yet fear the LORD God.” 

31Now the flax and the barley were struck, Rfor the barley was in the head and the flax was in bud. 

32But the wheat and the spelt were not struck, for they are Tlate crops. 

33So Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh and spread out his hands to the LORD; then the thunder and the hail ceased, and the rain was not poured on the earth.

34And when Pharaoh saw that the rain, the hail, and the thunder had ceased, he sinned yet more; and he hardened his heart, he and his servants.

35So Rthe heart of Pharaoh was hard; neither would he let the children of Israel go, as the LORD had spoken by Moses. 




CHAPTER 10

Eighth Plague: Locusts

1Now the LORD said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh; for I have hardened his heart and the hearts of his servants, that I may show these signs of Mine before him, 

2“and that Ryou may tell in the hearing of your son and your son’s son the mighty things I have done in Egypt, and My signs which I have done among them, that you may know that I am the LORD.” 

3So Moses and Aaron came in to Pharaoh and said to him, “Thus says the LORD God of the Hebrews: ‘How long will you refuse to Rhumble yourself before Me? Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 

4‘Or else, if you refuse to let My people go, behold, tomorrow I will bring Rlocusts into your territory. 

5‘And they shall cover the face of the earth, so that no one will be able to see the earth; and Rthey shall eat the residue of what is left, which remains to you from the hail, and they shall eat every tree which grows up for you out of the field. 

6‘They shall Rfill your houses, the houses of all your servants, and the houses of all the Egyptians—which neither your fathers nor your fathers’ fathers have seen, since the day that they were on the earth to this day.’” And he turned and went out from Pharaoh. 

7Then Pharaoh’s servants said to him, “How long shall this man be Ra snare to us? Let the men go, that they may serve the LORD their God. Do you not yet know that Egypt is destroyed?” 

8So Moses and Aaron were brought again to Pharaoh, and he said to them, “Go, serve the LORD your God. Who are the ones that are going?”

9And Moses said, “We will go with our young and our old; with our sons and our daughters, with our flocks and our herds we will go, for Rwe must hold a feast to the LORD.” 

10Then he said to them, “The LORD had better be with you when I let you and your little ones go! Beware, for evil is ahead of you.

11“Not so! Go now, you who are men, and serve the LORD, for that is what you desired.” And they were driven Rout from Pharaoh’s presence. 

12Then the LORD said to Moses, R“Stretch out your hand over the land of Egypt for the locusts, that they may come upon the land of Egypt, and Reat every herb of the land—all that the hail has left.” 

13So Moses stretched out his rod over the land of Egypt, and the LORD brought an east wind on the land all that day and all that night. When it was morning, the east wind brought the locusts.

14And Rthe locusts went up over all the land of Egypt and rested on all the territory of Egypt. They were very severe; previously there had been no such locusts as they, nor shall there be such after them. 

15For they Rcovered the face of the whole earth, so that the land was darkened; and they Rate every herb of the land and all the fruit of the trees which the hail had left. So there remained nothing green on the trees or on the plants of the field throughout all the land of Egypt. 

16Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron in haste, and said, “I have sinned against the LORD your God and against you.

17“Now therefore, please forgive my sin only this once, and RentreatT the LORD your God, that He may take away from me this death only.” 

18So he Rwent out from Pharaoh and entreated the LORD. 

19And the LORD turned a very strong west wind, which took the locusts away and blew them into the Red Sea. There remained not one locust in all the territory of Egypt.

20But the LORD Rhardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the children of Israel go. 

Ninth Plague: Darkness

21Then the LORD said to Moses, R“Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, darkness which may even be felt.” 

22So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there was Rthick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days. 

23They did not see one another; nor did anyone rise from his place for three days. RBut all the children of Israel had light in their dwellings. 

24Then Pharaoh called to Moses and Rsaid, “Go, serve the LORD; only let your flocks and your herds be kept back. Let your Rlittle ones also go with you.” 

25But Moses said, “You must also give us sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.

26“Our livestock also shall go with us; not a hoof shall be left behind. For we must take some of them to serve the LORD our God, and even we do not know with what we must serve the LORD until we arrive there.”

27But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let them go.

28Then Pharaoh said to him, R“Get away from me! Take heed to yourself and see my face no more! For in the day you see my face you shall die!” 

29So Moses said, “You have spoken well. RI will never see your face again.” 




CHAPTER 11

Tenth Plague: Death Announced

1And the LORD said to Moses, “I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt. Afterward he will let you go from here. When he lets you go, he will surely drive you out of here altogether.

2“Speak now in the hearing of the people, and let every man ask from his neighbor and every woman from her neighbor, Rarticles of silver and articles of gold.” 

3And the LORD gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover the man RMoses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants and in the sight of the people. 

4Then Moses said, “Thus says the LORD: R‘About midnight I will go out into the midst of Egypt; 

5‘and Rall the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of the female servant who is behind the handmill, and all the firstborn of the animals. 

6R‘Then there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, Rsuch as was not like it before, nor shall be like it again. 

7R‘But against none of the children of Israel Rshall a dog move its tongue, against man or beast, that you may know that the LORD does make a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.’ 

8“And all these your servants shall come down to me and bow down to me, saying, ‘Get out, and all the people who follow you!’ After that I will go out.” RThen he went out from Pharaoh in great anger. 

9But the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh will not heed you, so that My wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt.”

10So Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh; and the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the children of Israel go out of his land.




CHAPTER 12

Instructions for the Passover

1Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 

2R“This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year to you. 

3“Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: ‘On the Rtenth of this month every man shall take for himself a lamb, according to the house of his father, a lamb for a household. 

4‘And if the household is too small for the lamb, let him and his neighbor next to his house take it according to the number of the persons; according to each man’s need you shall make your count for the lamb.

5‘Your lamb shall be Rwithout blemish, a male of the first year. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 

6‘Now you shall keep it until the Rfourteenth day of the same month. Then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight. 

7‘And they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses where they eat it.

8‘Then they shall eat the flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with unleavened bread and with bitter herbs they shall eat it.

9‘Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but Rroasted in fire—its head with its legs and its entrails. 

10R‘You shall let none of it remain until morning, and what remains of it until morning you shall burn with fire. 

11‘And thus you shall eat it: with a belt on your waist, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD’s Passover.

12‘For I will pass through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.

13‘Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.

14‘So this day shall be to you a memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD throughout your generations. You shall keep it as a feast by an everlasting ordinance.

15R‘Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall remove leaven from your houses. For whoever eats leavened bread from the first day until the seventh day, Rthat Tperson shall be cut off from Israel. 

16‘On the first day there shall be Ra holy convocation, and on the seventh day there shall be a holy convocation for you. No manner of work shall be done on them; but that which everyone must eat—that only may be prepared by you. 

17‘So you shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, for Ron this same day I will have brought your Tarmies out of the land of Egypt. Therefore you shall observe this day throughout your generations as an everlasting ordinance. 

18R‘In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened bread, until the twenty-first day of the month at evening. 

19‘For Rseven days no leaven shall be found in your houses, since whoever eats what is leavened, that same person shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he is a stranger or a native of the land. 

20‘You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your dwellings you shall eat unleavened bread.’”

Participation in the Passover

21Then RMoses called for all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Pick out and take lambs for yourselves according to your families, and kill the Passover lamb. 

22R“And you shall take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and Rstrike the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that is in the basin. And none of you shall go out of the door of his house until morning. 

23“For the LORD will pass through to strike the Egyptians; and when He sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and Rnot allow Rthe destroyer to come into your houses to strike you. 

24“And you shall observe this thing as an ordinance for you and your sons forever.

25“It will come to pass when you come to the land which the LORD will give you, Rjust as He promised, that you shall keep this service. 

26R“And it shall be, when your children say to you, ‘What do you mean by this service?’ 

27“that you shall say, R‘It is the Passover sacrifice of the LORD, who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt when He struck the Egyptians and delivered our households.’” So the people bowed their heads and worshiped. 

28Then the children of Israel went away and did so; just as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did.

Redemption Through the Passover

29And it came to pass at midnight that Rthe LORD struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of livestock. 

30So Pharaoh rose in the night, he, all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house where there was not one dead.

31Then he Rcalled for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, “Rise, go out from among my people, Rboth you and the children of Israel. And go, serve the LORD as you have Rsaid. 

32R“Also take your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and be gone; and bless me also.” 

33And the Egyptians urged the people, that they might send them out of the land in haste. For they said, “We shall all be dead.”

34So the people took their dough before it was leavened, having their kneading bowls bound up in their clothes on their shoulders.

35Now the children of Israel had done according to the word of Moses, and they had asked from the Egyptians Rarticles of silver, articles of gold, and clothing. 

36And the LORD had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they granted them what they requested. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.

Freedom Because of the Passover

37Then Rthe children of Israel journeyed from RRameses to Succoth, about Rsix hundred thousand men on foot, besides children. 

38A Rmixed multitude went up with them also, and flocks and herds—a great deal of Rlivestock. 

39And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they had brought out of Egypt; for it was not leavened, because they were driven out of Egypt and could not wait, nor had they prepared provisions for themselves.

40Now the Tsojourn of the children of Israel who lived in Egypt* was Rfour hundred and thirty years. 

41And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years—on that very same day—it came to pass that Rall the armies of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt. 

42It is a night of solemn observance to the LORD for bringing them out of the land of Egypt. This is that night of the LORD, a solemn observance for all the children of Israel throughout their generations.

43And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “This is Rthe ordinance of the Passover: No foreigner shall eat it. 

44“But every man’s servant who is bought for money, when you have Rcircumcised him, then he may eat it. 

45R“A sojourner and a hired servant shall not eat it. 

46“In one house it shall be eaten; you shall not carry any of the flesh outside the house, nor shall you break one of its bones.

47R“All the congregation of Israel shall keep it. 

48“And Rwhen a stranger dwells with you and wants to keep the Passover to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near and keep it; and he shall be as a native of the land. For no uncircumcised person shall eat it. 

49“One law shall be for the native-born and for the stranger who dwells among you.”

50Thus all the children of Israel did; as the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did.

51RAnd it came to pass, on that very same day, that the LORD brought the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt Raccording to their armies. 




CHAPTER 13

Sanctification as a Result of the Passover

1Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2R“ConsecrateT to Me all the firstborn, whatever opens the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and beast; it is Mine.” 

3And Moses said to the people: R“Remember this day in which you went out of Egypt, out of the house of Tbondage; for Rby strength of hand the LORD brought you out of this place. No leavened bread shall be eaten. 

4R“On this day you are going out, in the month Abib. 

5“And it shall be, when the LORD Rbrings you into the Rland of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, which He Rswore to your fathers to give you, a land flowing with milk and honey, that you shall keep this service in this month. 

6R“Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there shall be a feast to the LORD. 

7“Unleavened bread shall be eaten seven days. And Rno leavened bread shall be seen among you, nor shall leaven be seen among you in all your quarters. 

8“And you shall Rtell your son in that day, saying, ‘This is done because of what the LORD did for me when I came up from Egypt.’ 

9“It shall be as Ra sign to you on your hand and as a memorial between your eyes, that the LORD’s law may be in your mouth; for with a strong hand the LORD has brought you out of Egypt. 

10“You shall therefore keep this ordinance in its season from year to year.

11“And it shall be, when the LORD Rbrings you into the land of the RCanaanites, as He swore to you and your fathers, and gives it to you, 

12R“that you shall set apart to the LORD all that open the womb, that is, every firstborn that comes from an animal which you have; the males shall be the LORD’s. 

13“But Revery firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb; and if you will not redeem it, then you shall break its neck. And all the firstborn of man among your sons Ryou shall redeem. 

14R“So it shall be, when your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What is this?’ that you shall say to him, R‘By strength of hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

15‘And it came to pass, when Pharaoh was stubborn about letting us go, that Rthe LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of beast. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all males that open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’ 

16“It shall be as Ra sign on your hand and as frontlets between your eyes, for by strength of hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt.” 

God Leads Israel

17Then it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God did not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, “Lest perhaps the people change their minds when they see war, and return to Egypt.”

18So God Rled the people around by way of the wilderness of the Red Sea. And the children of Israel went up in orderly ranks out of the land of Egypt. 

19And Moses took the bones* of Joseph with him, for he had placed the children of Israel under solemn oath, saying, R“God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here with you.” 

20So Rthey took their journey from RSuccoth and camped in Etham at the edge of the wilderness. 

21And Rthe LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go by day and night. 

22He did not take away the pillar of cloud by day or the pillar of fire by night from before the people.




CHAPTER 14

1Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2 “Speak to the children of Israel, that they turn and camp before Pi Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, opposite Baal Zephon; you shall camp before it by the sea.

Pharaoh Follows Israel

3“For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, R‘They are bewildered by the land; the wilderness has closed them in.’ 

4“Then RI will harden Pharaoh’s heart, so that he will pursue them; and I will gain honor over Pharaoh and over all his army, that the Egyptians may know that I am the LORD.” And they did so. 

5Now it was told the king of Egypt that the people had fled, and Rthe heart of Pharaoh and his servants was turned against the people; and they said, “Why have we done this, that we have let Israel go from serving us?”

6So he Tmade ready his chariot and took his people with him. 

7Also, he took Rsix hundred choice chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt with captains over every one of them. 

8And the LORD Rhardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the children of Israel; and Rthe children of Israel went out with boldness. 

9So the REgyptians pursued them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, his horsemen and his army, and overtook them camping by the sea beside Pi Hahiroth, before Baal Zephon. 

Israel Rebels Against God

10And when Pharaoh drew near, the children of Israel lifted their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians marched after them. So they were very afraid, and the children of Israel Rcried out to the LORD. 

11RThen they said to Moses, “Because there were no graves in Egypt, have you taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you so dealt with us, to bring us up out of Egypt? 

12“Is this not the word that we told you in Egypt, saying, ‘Let us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than that we should die in the wilderness.”

God Opens the Red Sea

13And Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever.

14R“The LORD will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.” 

15And the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to go forward.

16“But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it. And the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea.

17“And I indeed will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them. So I will gain honor over Pharaoh and over all his army, his chariots, and his horsemen.

18“Then the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gained honor for Myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.”

19And the Angel of God, Rwho went before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud went from before them and stood behind them. 

20So it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel. Thus it was a cloud and darkness to the one, and it gave light by night to the other, so that the one did not come near the other all that night.

21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea into dry land, and the waters were Rdivided. 

22So Rthe children of Israel went into the midst of the sea on the dry ground, and the waters were Ra wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 

23And the Egyptians pursued and went after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen.

24Now it came to pass, in the morning Rwatch, that Rthe LORD looked down upon the army of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and cloud, and He Ttroubled the army of the Egyptians. 

25And He took off* their chariot wheels, so that they drove them with difficulty; and the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the face of Israel, for the LORD Rfights for them against the Egyptians.” 

26Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the waters may come back upon the Egyptians, on their chariots, and on their horsemen.”

27And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and when the morning appeared, the sea Rreturned to its full depth, while the Egyptians were fleeing into it. So the LORD RoverthrewT the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 

28Then Rthe waters returned and covered the chariots, the horsemen, and all the army of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them. Not so much as one of them remained. 

29But Rthe children of Israel had walked on dry land in the midst of the sea, and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 

30So the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.

31Thus Israel saw the great work which the LORD had done in Egypt; so the people feared the LORD, and Rbelieved the LORD and His servant Moses. 




CHAPTER 15

Israel Praises God

1Then RMoses and the children of Israel sang this song to the LORD, and spoke, saying: 

“I will Rsing to the LORD, 

For He has triumphed gloriously!

The horse and its rider

He has thrown into the sea!

2The LORD is my strength and song, 

And He has become my salvation;

He is my God, and I will praise Him;

My father’s God, and I will exalt Him.

3The LORD is a man of Rwar; 

The LORD is His Rname.

4RPharaoh’s chariots and his army He has cast into the sea; 

RHis chosen captains also are drowned in the Red Sea.

5The depths have covered them;

They sank to the bottom like a stone.

6“Your Rright hand, O LORD, has become glorious in power; 

Your right hand, O LORD, has dashed the enemy in pieces.

7And in the greatness of Your Rexcellence

You have overthrown those who rose against You;

You sent forth RYour wrath;

It consumed them like stubble.

8And Rwith the blast of Your nostrils

The waters were gathered together;

RThe floods stood upright like a heap;

The depths congealed in the heart of the sea. 

9RThe enemy said, ‘I will pursue, 

I will overtake, 

I will Rdivide the spoil; 

My desire shall be satisfied on them.

I will draw my sword, 

My hand shall destroy them.’

10You blew with Your wind, 

The sea covered them;

They sank like lead in the mighty waters.

11“WhoR is like You, O LORD, among the Tgods? 

Who is like You, glorious in holiness, 

Fearful in praises, doing wonders?

12You stretched out Your right hand;

The earth swallowed them.

13You in Your mercy have led forth

The people whom You have redeemed;

You have guided them in Your strength

To RYour holy habitation. 

14“The Rpeople will hear and be afraid;

RSorrowT will take hold of the inhabitants of Philistia. 

15RThen Rthe chiefs of Edom will be dismayed; 

RThe mighty men of Moab, 

Trembling will take hold of them;

RAll the inhabitants of Canaan will Rmelt away.

16Fear and dread will fall on them;

By the greatness of Your arm

They will be as still as a stone, 

Till Your people pass over, O LORD, 

Till the people pass over

RWhom You have purchased. 

17You will bring them in and Rplant them

In the Rmountain of Your inheritance, 

In the place, O LORD, which You have made 

For Your own dwelling, 

The sanctuary, O Lord, which Your hands have established.

18“The LORD shall reign forever and ever.”

19For the horses of Pharaoh went with his chariots and his horsemen into the sea, and the LORD brought back the waters of the sea upon them. But the children of Israel went on dry land in the midst of the sea.

20Then Miriam Rthe prophetess, Rthe sister of Aaron, took the timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with dances. 

21And Miriam Ranswered them:

R“Sing to the LORD, 

For He has triumphed gloriously!

The horse and its rider

He has thrown into the sea!”

Preserved from Thirst

22So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea; then they went out into the Wilderness of Shur. And they went three days in the wilderness and found no Rwater. 

23Now when they came to RMarah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter. Therefore the name of it was called Marah.* 

24And the people complained against Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?”

25So he cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a tree. When he cast it into the waters, the waters were made sweet. There He made a statute and an ordinance for them, and there He tested them, 

26and said, R“If you diligently heed the voice of the LORD your God and do what is right in His sight, give ear to His commandments and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have brought on the Egyptians. For I am the LORD Rwho heals you.” 

27Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve wells of water and seventy palm trees; so they camped there by the waters.




CHAPTER 16

Preserved from Hunger

1And they Rjourneyed from Elim, and all the congregation of the children of Israel came to the Wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they departed from the land of Egypt. 

2Then the whole congregation of the children of Israel Rcomplained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 

3And the children of Israel said to them, R“Oh, that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, Rwhen we sat by the pots of meat and when we ate bread to the full! For you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 

4Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you. And the people shall go out and gather a certain quota every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in My law or not.

5“And it shall be on the sixth day that they shall prepare what they bring in, and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.”

6Then Moses and Aaron said to all the children of Israel, R“At evening you shall know that the LORD has brought you out of the land of Egypt. 

7“And in the morning you shall see Rthe glory of the LORD; for He hears your complaints against the LORD. But what are we, that you complain against us?”

8Also Moses said, “This shall be seen when the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening, and in the morning bread to the full; for the LORD hears your complaints which you make against Him. And what are we? Your complaints are not against us but Ragainst the LORD.” 

9Then Moses spoke to Aaron, “Say to all the congregation of the children of Israel, R‘Come near before the LORD, for He has heard your complaints.’” 

10Now it came to pass, as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the children of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD Rappeared in the cloud. 

11And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

12R“I have heard the complaints of the children of Israel. Speak to them, saying, R‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and Rin the morning you shall be filled with bread. And you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’” 

13So it was that quails came up at evening and covered the camp, and in the morning the dew lay all around the camp.

14And when the layer of dew lifted, there, on the surface of the wilderness, was Ra small round Rsubstance, as fine as frost on the ground. 

15So when the children of Israel saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, R“This is the bread which the LORD has given you to eat. 

16“This is the thing which the LORD has commanded: ‘Let every man gather it Raccording to each one’s need, one Romer for each person, according to the number of persons; let every man take for those who are in his tent.’” 

17Then the children of Israel did so and gathered, some more, some less.

18So when they measured it by omers, Rhe who gathered much had nothing left over, and he who gathered little had no lack. Every man had gathered according to each one’s need. 

19And Moses said, “Let no one Rleave any of it till morning.” 

20Notwithstanding they did not Theed Moses. But some of them left part of it until morning, and it bred worms and stank. And Moses was angry with them. 

21So they gathered it every morning, every man according to his need. And when the sun became hot, it melted.

22And so it was, on the sixth day, that they gathered twice as much bread, two omers for each one. And all the rulers of the congregation came and told Moses.

23Then he said to them, “This is what the LORD has said: ‘Tomorrow is Ra Sabbath rest, a holy Sabbath to the LORD. Bake what you will bake today, and boil what you will boil; and lay up for yourselves all that remains, to be kept until morning.’” 

24So they laid it up till morning, as Moses commanded; and it did not Rstink, nor were there any worms in it. 

25Then Moses said, “Eat that today, for today is a Sabbath to the LORD; today you will not find it in the field.

26R“Six days you shall gather it, but on the seventh day, the Sabbath, there will be none.” 

27Now it happened that some of the people went out on the seventh day to gather, but they found none.

28And the LORD said to Moses, “How long Rdo you refuse to keep My commandments and My laws? 

29“See! For the LORD has given you the Sabbath; therefore He gives you on the sixth day bread for two days. Let every man remain in his place; let no man go out of his place on the seventh day.”

30So the people rested on the seventh day.

31And the house of Israel called its name Manna.* And Rit was like white coriander seed, and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey. 

32Then Moses said, “This is the thing which the LORD has commanded: ‘Fill an omer with it, to be kept for your generations, that they may see the bread with which I fed you in the wilderness, when I brought you out of the land of Egypt.’”

33And Moses said to Aaron, R“Take a pot and put an omer of manna in it, and lay it up before the LORD, to be kept for your generations.” 

34As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up Rbefore the Testimony, to be kept. 

35And the children of Israel Rate manna forty years, until they came to an inhabited land; they ate manna until they came to the border of the land of Canaan. 

36Now an omer is one-tenth of an ephah.




CHAPTER 17

Preserved from Thirst Again

1Then Rall the congregation of the children of Israel set out on their journey from the Wilderness of RSin, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped in Rephidim; but there was no water for the people to drink. 

2RTherefore the people contended with Moses, and said, “Give us water, that we may drink.” So Moses said to them, “Why do you contend with me? Why do you Rtempt the LORD?” 





3And the people thirsted there for water, and the people Rcomplained against Moses, and said, “Why is it you have brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 

4So Moses Rcried out to the LORD, saying, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me!” 

5And the LORD said to Moses, R“Go on before the people, and take with you some of the elders of Israel. Also take in your hand your rod with which Ryou struck the river, and go. 

6“Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.” And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel.

7So he called the name of the place RMassah* and Meribah, * because of the contention of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 

Preserved from Defeat

8RNow Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 

9And Moses said to Joshua, “Choose us some men and go out, fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with Rthe rod of God in my hand.” 

10So Joshua did as Moses said to him, and fought with Amalek. And Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill.

11And so it was, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed.

12But Moses’ hands became heavy; so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it. And Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun.

13So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.

14Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write this for a memorial in the book and recount it in the hearing of Joshua, that RI will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.” 

15And Moses built an altar and called its name, The-LORD-Is-My-Banner;*

16for he said, “Because the LORD has sworn: the LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.”




CHAPTER 18

Preserved from Chaos—Deut. 1:12–17

1And RJethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’ father-in-law, heard of all that RGod had done for Moses and for Israel His people—that the LORD had brought Israel out of Egypt. 

2Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, took RZipporah, Moses’ wife, after he had sent her back, 

3with her two sons, of whom the name of one was Gershom (for he said, “I have been a stranger in a foreign land”)*

4and the name of the other was Eliezer* (for he said, “The God of my father was my Rhelp, and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh”); 

5and Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, came with his sons and his wife to Moses in the wilderness, where he was encamped at Rthe mountain of God. 

6Now he had said to Moses, “I, your father-in-law Jethro, am coming to you with your wife and her two sons with her.”

7So Moses Rwent out to meet his father-in-law, bowed down, and kissed him. And they asked each other about their well-being, and they went into the tent. 

8And Moses told his father-in-law all that the LORD had done to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israel’s sake, all the hardship that had come upon them on the way, and how the LORD had delivered them.

9Then Jethro rejoiced for all the Rgood which the LORD had done for Israel, whom He had delivered out of the hand of the Egyptians. 

10And Jethro said, R“Blessed be the LORD, who has delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians and out of the hand of Pharaoh, and who has delivered the people from under the hand of the Egyptians. 

11“Now I know that the LORD is Rgreater than all the gods; for in the very thing in which they behaved Rproudly, He was above them.” 

12Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, took* a burnt Roffering and other sacrifices to offer to God. And Aaron came with all the elders of Israel Rto eat bread with Moses’ father-in-law before God. 

13And so it was, on the next day, that Moses Rsat to judge the people; and the people stood before Moses from morning until evening. 

14So when Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he did for the people, he said, “What is this thing that you are doing for the people? Why do you alone Tsit, and all the people stand before you from morning until evening?” 

15And Moses said to his father-in-law, “Because Rthe people come to me to inquire of God. 

16“When they have Ra Tdifficulty, they come to me, and I judge between one and another; and I make known the statutes of God and His laws.” 

17So Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “The thing that you do is not good.

18“Both you and these people who are with you will surely wear yourselves out. For this thing is too much for you; Ryou are not able to perform it by yourself. 

19“Listen now to my voice; I will give you counsel, and God will be with you: Stand before God for the people, so that you may Rbring the difficulties to God. 

20“And you shall Rteach them the statutes and the laws, and show them the way in which they must walk and Rthe work they must do. 

21“Moreover you shall select from all the people Rable men, such as Rfear God, Rmen of truth, Rhating covetousness; and place such over them to be rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. 

22“And let them judge the people at all times. RThen it will be that every great matter they shall bring to you, but every small matter they themselves shall judge. So it will be easier for you, for Rthey will bear the burden with you. 

23“If you do this thing, and God so commands you, then you will be able to endure, and all this people will also go to their Rplace in peace.” 

24So Moses heeded the voice of his father-in-law and did all that he had said.

25And Moses chose able men out of all Israel, and made them heads over the people: rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens.

26So they judged the people at all times; the hard cases they brought to Moses, but they judged every small case themselves.

27Then Moses let his father-in-law depart, and he went his way to his own land.




CHAPTER 19

Location of the Giving of the Covenant

1In the third month after the children of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on the same day, Rthey came to the Wilderness of Sinai. 

2For they had departed from RRephidim, had come to the Wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness. So Israel camped there before Rthe mountain. 

Purpose of the Covenant

3And Moses went up to God, and the LORD Rcalled to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: 

4‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how RI bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. 

5‘Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then Ryou shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. 

6‘And you shall be to Me a Rkingdom of priests and a Rholy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to the children of Israel.” 

Israel Accepts the Covenant

7So Moses came and called for the Relders of the people, and Tlaid before them all these words which the LORD commanded him. 

8Then Rall the people answered together and said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do.” So Moses brought back the words of the people to the LORD.

Israelites Sanctify Themselves

9And the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I come to you in the thick cloud, Rthat the people may hear when I speak with you, and believe you forever.” So Moses told the words of the people to the LORD. 

10Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes.

11“And let them be ready for the third day. For on the third day the LORD will come down upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.

12“You shall set bounds for the people all around, saying, ‘Take heed to yourselves that you do not go up to the mountain or touch its base. RWhoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to death. 

13‘Not a hand shall touch him, but he shall surely be stoned or shot with an arrow; whether man or beast, he shall not live.’ When the trumpet sounds long, they shall come near the mountain.”

14So Moses went down from the mountain to the people and sanctified the people, and they washed their clothes.

15And he said to the people, “Be ready for the third day; do not come near your wives.”

16Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were Rthunderings and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of the trumpet was very loud, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled. 

17And RMoses brought the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 

18Now RMount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the Rwhole mountain* quaked greatly. 

19And when the blast of the trumpet sounded long and became louder and louder, RMoses spoke, and RGod answered him by voice. 

20Then the LORD came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the mountain. And the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.

21And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down and warn the people, lest they break through Rto gaze at the LORD, and many of them perish. 

22“Also let the priests who come near the LORD consecrate themselves, lest the LORD Rbreak out against them.” 

23But Moses said to the LORD, “The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai; for You warned us, saying, R‘Set bounds around the mountain and consecrate it.’” 

24Then the LORD said to him, “Away! Get down and then come up, you and Aaron with you. But do not let the priests and the people break through to come up to the LORD, lest He break out against them.”

25So Moses went down to the people and spoke to them.




CHAPTER 20

Commandments Relating to God

1And God spoke all these words, saying:

2R“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

3R“You shall have no other gods before Me.

4“You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth;

5you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, 

6but Rshowing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.

7R“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.

8R“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.

9RSix days you shall labor and do all your work, 

10but the Rseventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates.

11For Rin six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.

Commandments Relating to Humans

12R“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be Rlong upon the land which the LORD your God is giving you.

13R“You shall not murder.

14“You shall not commit adultery.

15R“You shall not steal.

16R“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s.”

The Response of Israel

18Now Rall the people Rwitnessed the thunderings, the lightning flashes, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood afar off. 

19Then they said to Moses, R“You speak with us, and we will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest we die.”

20And Moses said to the people, R“Do not fear; Rfor God has come to test you, and Rthat His fear may be before you, so that you may not sin.” 

21So the people stood afar off, but Moses drew near Rthe thick darkness where God was. 

Provision for Approaching God

22Then the LORD said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: ‘You have seen that I have talked with you Rfrom heaven. 

23‘You shall not make anything to be Rwith Me—gods of silver or gods of gold you shall not make for yourselves. 

24‘An altar of earth you shall make for Me, and you shall sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, Ryour sheep and your oxen. In every Rplace where I record My name I will come to you, and I will Rbless you. 

25‘And Rif you make Me an altar of stone, you shall not build it of hewn stone; for if you Ruse your tool on it, you have profaned it. 

26‘Nor shall you go up by steps to My altar, that your Rnakedness may not be exposed on it.’ 




CHAPTER 21

Rights of Persons

1“Now these are the judgments which you shall Rset before them: 

2R“If you buy a Hebrew servant, he shall serve six years; and in the seventh he shall go out free and pay nothing. 

3“If he comes in by himself, he shall go out by himself; if he comes in married, then his wife shall go out with him.

4“If his master has given him a wife, and she has borne him sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be her master’s, and he shall go out by himself.

5R“But if the servant plainly says, ‘I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free, ’ 

6“then his master shall bring him to the Rjudges. He shall also bring him to the door, or to the doorpost, and his master shall pierce his ear with an awl; and he shall serve him forever. 

7“And if a man Rsells his daughter to be a female slave, she shall not go out as the male slaves do. 

8“If she does not please her master, who has betrothed her to himself, then he shall let her be redeemed. He shall have no right to sell her to a foreign people, since he has dealt deceitfully with her.

9“And if he has betrothed her to his son, he shall deal with her according to the custom of daughters.

10“If he takes another wife, he shall not diminish her food, her clothing, Rand her marriage rights. 

11“And if he does not do these three for her, then she shall go out free, without paying money.

12R“He who strikes a man so that he dies shall surely be put to death. 

13“However, if he did not lie in wait, but God delivered him into his hand, then I will appoint for you a place where he may flee.

14“But if a man acts with Rpremeditation against his neighbor, to kill him by treachery, Ryou shall take him from My altar, that he may die. 

15“And he who strikes his father or his mother shall surely be put to death.

16R“He who kidnaps a man and Rsells him, or if he is Rfound in his hand, shall surely be put to death. 

17“And he who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death.

18“If men contend with each other, and one strikes the other with a stone or with his fist, and he does not die but is confined to his bed, 

19“if he rises again and walks about outside Rwith his staff, then he who struck him shall be acquitted. He shall only pay for the loss of his time, and shall provide for him to be thoroughly healed. 

20“And if a man beats his male or female servant with a rod, so that he dies under his hand, he shall surely be punished.

21“Notwithstanding, if he remains alive a day or two, he shall not be punished; for he is his Rproperty. 

22“If men Tfight, and hurt a woman with child, so that she gives birth prematurely, yet no harm follows, he shall surely be punished accordingly as the woman’s husband imposes on him; and he shall Rpay as the judges determine. 

23“But if any harm follows, then you shall give life for life, 

24R“eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 

25“burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.

26“If a man strikes the eye of his male or female servant, and destroys it, he shall let him go free for the sake of his eye.

27“And if he knocks out the tooth of his male or female servant, he shall let him go free for the sake of his tooth.

28“If an ox gores a man or a woman to death, then the ox shall surely be stoned, and its flesh shall not be eaten; but the owner of the ox shall be acquitted.

29“But if the ox Ttended to thrust with its horn in times past, and it has been made known to his owner, and he has not kept it confined, so that it has killed a man or a woman, the ox shall be stoned and its owner also shall be put to death. 

30“If there is imposed on him a sum of money, then he shall pay Rto redeem his life, whatever is imposed on him. 

31“Whether it has gored a son or gored a daughter, according to this judgment it shall be done to him.

32“If the ox gores a male or female servant, he shall give to their master thirty shekels of silver, and the ox shall be stoned.

Rights of Property

33“And if a man opens a pit, or if a man digs a pit and does not cover it, and an ox or a donkey falls in it, 

34“the owner of the pit shall make it good; he shall give money to their owner, but the dead animal shall be his.

35“If one man’s ox hurts another’s, so that it dies, then they shall sell the live ox and divide the money from it; and the dead ox they shall also divide.

36“Or if it was known that the ox tended to thrust in time past, and its owner has not kept it confined, he shall surely pay ox for ox, and the dead animal shall be his own.




CHAPTER 22

1“If a man steals an ox or a sheep, andslaughters it or sells it, he shall Rrestore five oxen for an ox and four sheep for a sheep. 

2“If the thief is found Rbreaking in, and he is struck so that he dies, there shall be no guilt for his bloodshed. 

3“If the sun has risen on him, there shall be guilt for his bloodshed. He should make full restitution; if he has nothing, then he shall be Rsold for his theft. 

4“If the theft is certainly found alive in his hand, whether it is an ox or donkey or sheep, he shall Rrestore double. 

5“If a man causes a field or vineyard to be grazed, and lets loose his animal, and it feeds in another man’s field, he shall make restitution from the best of his own field and the best of his own vineyard.

6“If fire breaks out and catches in thorns, so that stacked grain, standing grain, or the field is consumed, he who kindled the fire shall surely make restitution.

7“If a man Rdelivers to his neighbor money or articles to keep, and it is stolen out of the man’s house, Rif the thief is found, he shall pay double. 

8“If the thief is not found, then the master of the house shall be brought to the Rjudges to see whether he has put his hand into his neighbor’s goods. 

9“For any kind of trespass, whether it concerns an ox, a donkey, a sheep, or clothing, or for any kind of lost thing which another claims to be his, the Rcause of both parties shall come before the judges; and whomever the judges condemn shall pay double to his neighbor. 

10“If a man delivers to his neighbor a donkey, an ox, a sheep, or any animal to keep, and it dies, is hurt, or driven away, no one seeing it, 

11“then an Roath of the LORD shall be between them both, that he has not put his hand into his neighbor’s goods; and the owner of it shall accept that, and he shall not make it good. 

12“But if, in fact, it is stolen from him, he shall make restitution to the owner of it.

13“If it is Rtorn to pieces by a beast, then he shall bring it as evidence, and he shall not make good what was torn. 

14“And if a man borrows anything from his neighbor, and it becomes injured or dies, the owner of it not being with it, he shall surely make it good.

15“If its owner was with it, he shall not make it good; if it was hired, it came for its hire.

Proper Conduct

16“If a man entices a virgin who is not betrothed, and lies with her, he shall surely pay the bride-price for her to be his wife.

17“If her father utterly refuses to give her to him, he shall pay money according to the Rbride-price of virgins. 

18R“You shall not permit a sorceress to live. 

19R“Whoever lies with an animal shall surely be put to death. 

20“He who sacrifices to any god, except to the LORD only, he shall be utterly destroyed.

21R“You shall neither mistreat a Tstranger nor oppress him, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt. 

22R“You shall not afflict any widow or fatherless child. 

23“If you afflict them in any way, and they cry at all to Me, I will surely hear their cry;

24“and My Rwrath will become hot, and I will kill you with the sword; Ryour wives shall be widows, and your children fatherless.

25R“If you lend money to any of My people who are poor among you, you shall not be like a moneylender to him; you shall not charge him Rinterest. 

26R“If you ever take your neighbor’s garment as a pledge, you shall return it to him before the sun goes down. 

27“For that is his only covering, it is his garment for his skin. What will he sleep in? And it will be that when he cries to Me, I will hear, for I am Rgracious. 

28R“You shall not revile God, nor curse a Rruler of your people. 

29“You shall not delay to offer the first of your ripe produce and your juices. The firstborn of your sons you shall give to Me.

30R“Likewise you shall do with your oxen and your sheep. It shall be with its mother Rseven days; on the eighth day you shall give it to Me. 

31“And you shall be holy men to Me: you shall not eat meat torn by beasts in the field; you shall throw it to the dogs.




CHAPTER 23

Proper Justice

1“You Rshall not circulate a false report. Do not put your hand with the wicked to be an unrighteous witness. 

2“You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in a dispute so as to turn aside after many to pervert justice.

3“You shall not show partiality to a Rpoor man in his dispute. 

4R“If you meet your enemy’s ox or his donkey going astray, you shall surely bring it back to him again. 

5R“If you see the donkey of one who hates you lying under its burden, and you would refrain from helping it, you shall surely help him with it. 

6R“You shall not pervert the judgment of your poor in his dispute. 

7R“Keep yourself far from a false matter; do not kill the innocent and righteous. For I will not justify the wicked. 

8“And Ryou shall take no bribe, for a bribe blinds the discerning and perverts the words of the righteous. 

9“Also Ryou shall not oppress a Tstranger, for you know the heart of a stranger, because you were strangers in the land of Egypt. 

Sabbatical Year

10R“Six years you shall sow your land and gather in its produce, 

11“but the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, that the poor of your people may eat; and what they leave, the beasts of the field may eat. In like manner you shall do with your vineyard and your olive grove.

12R“Six days you shall do your work, and on the seventh day you shall rest, that your ox and your donkey may rest, and the son of your female servant and the stranger may be refreshed. 

13“And in all that I have said to you, Rbe circumspect and Rmake no mention of the name of other gods, nor let it be heard from your mouth. 

Three National Feasts

14R“Three times you shall keep a feast to Me in the year: 

15R“You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread (you shall eat unleavened bread seven days, as I commanded you, at the time appointed in the month of Abib, for in it you came out of Egypt; Rnone shall appear before Me empty); 

16“and the Feast of Harvest, the firstfruits of your labors which you have sown in the field; and the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you have gathered in the fruit of your labors from the field.

17“Three times in the year all your males shall appear before the Lord GOD.*

18“You shall not offer the blood of My sacrifice with leavened bread; nor shall the fat of My sacrifice remain until morning.

19R“The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall bring into the house of the LORD your God. RYou shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk. 

Conquest Regulations

20R“Behold, I send an Angel before you to keep you in the way and to bring you into the place which I have prepared. 

21“Beware of Him and obey His voice; do not provoke Him, for He will not pardon your transgressions; for My name is in Him.

22“But if you indeed obey His voice and do all that I speak, then RI will be an enemy to your enemies and an adversary to your adversaries. 

23R“For My Angel will go before you and Rbring you in to the Amorites and the Hittites and the Perizzites and the Canaanites and the Hivites and the Jebusites; and I will cut them off. 

24“You shall not bow down to their gods, nor serve them, Rnor do according to their works; Rbut you shall utterly overthrow them and completely break down their sacred pillars. 

25“So you shall Rserve the LORD your God, and RHe will bless your bread and your water. And RI will take sickness away from the midst of you. 

26R“No one shall suffer miscarriage or be barren in your land; I will Rfulfill the number of your days. 

27“I will send My fear before you, I will Rcause confusion among all the people to whom you come, and will make all your enemies turn their backs to you.

28“And I will send hornets before you, which shall drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite from before you.

29R“I will not drive them out from before you in one year, lest the land become desolate and the beasts of the field become too numerous for you.

30“Little by little I will drive them out from before you, until you have increased, and you inherit the land.

31“And I will set your bounds from the Red Sea to the sea, Philistia, and from the desert to the River.* For I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your hand, and you shall drive them out before you.

32R“You shall make no covenant with them, nor with their gods. 

33“They shall not dwell in your land, lest they make you sin against Me. For if you serve their gods, Rit will surely be a snare to you.” 




CHAPTER 24

The Covenant Is Ratified Through Blood

1Now He said to Moses, “Come up to THELORD, you and Aaron, RNadab and Abihu, Rand seventy of the elders of Israel, and worship from afar.

2“And Moses alone shall come near the LORD, but they shall not come near; nor shall the people go up with him.”

3So Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the judgments. And all the people answered with one voice and said, R“All the words which the LORD has said we will do.” 

4And Moses Rwrote all the words of the LORD. And he rose early in the morning, and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve Rpillars according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 

5Then he sent young men of the children of Israel, who offered Rburnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. 

6And Moses Rtook half the blood and put it in basins, and half the blood he sprinkled on the altar. 

7Then he Rtook the Book of the Covenant and read in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the LORD has said we will do, and be obedient.” 

8And Moses took the blood, sprinkled it on the people, and said, “This is the blood of the covenant which the LORD has made with you according to all these words.”

The God of the Covenant Is Revealed

9Then Moses went up, also Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, 

10and they saw the God of Israel. And there was under His feet as it were a paved work of sapphire stone, and it was like the Rvery heavens in its clarity. 

11But on the nobles of the children of Israel He did not lay His hand. So they saw God, and they Rate and drank. 

The Revelation Is Given on Mount Sinai

12Then the LORD said to Moses, R“Come up to Me on the mountain and be there; and I will give you tablets of stone, and the law and commandments which I have written, that you may teach them.” 

13So Moses arose with Rhis assistant Joshua, and Moses went up to the mountain of God. 

14And he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to you. Indeed, Aaron and RHur are with you. If any man has a difficulty, let him go to them.” 

15Then Moses went up into the mountain, and a cloud covered the mountain.

16Now the glory of the LORD rested on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day He called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud.

17The sight of the glory of the LORD was like Ra consuming fire on the top of the mountain in the eyes of the children of Israel. 

18So Moses went into the midst of the cloud and went up into the mountain. And RMoses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights. 




CHAPTER 25

The Offering for the Tabernacle

1Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:2“Speak to the children of Israel, that they bring Me an Toffering. RFrom everyone who gives it willingly with his heart you shall take My offering. 

3“And this is the offering which you shall take from them: gold, silver, and bronze;

4“blue, purple, and scarlet thread, fine linen, and goats’ hair;

5“ram skins dyed red, Tbadger skins, and acacia wood; 

6“oil for the light, and spices for the anointing oil and for the sweet incense;

7“onyx stones, and stones to be set in the Rephod and in the breastplate. 

The Purpose of the Tabernacle

8“And let them make Me a Rsanctuary, that I may dwell among them. 

9“According to all that I show you, that is, the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make it.

The Ark of the Covenant

10R“And they shall make an ark of acacia wood; two and a half cubits shall be its length, a cubit and a half its width, and a cubit and a half its height. 

11“And you shall overlay it with pure gold, inside and out you shall overlay it, and shall make on it a molding of gold all around.

12“You shall cast four rings of gold for it, and put them in its four corners; two rings shall be on one side, and two rings on the other side.

13“And you shall make poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold.

14“You shall put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark, that the ark may be carried by them.

15“The poles shall be in the rings of the ark; they shall not be taken from it.

16“And you shall put into the ark Rthe Testimony which I will give you. 

17R“You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold; two and a half cubits shall be its length and a cubit and a half its width. 

18“And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work you shall make them at the two ends of the mercy seat.

19“Make one cherub at one end, and the other cherub at the other end; you shall make the cherubim at the two ends of it of one piece with the mercy seat.

20“And Rthe cherubim shall stretch out their wings above, covering the mercy seat with their wings, and they shall face one another; the faces of the cherubim shall be toward the mercy seat. 

21“You shall put the mercy seat on top of the ark, and Rin the ark you shall put the Testimony that I will give you. 

22“And there I will meet with you, and I will speak with you from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim which are on the ark of the Testimony, about everything which I will give you in commandment to the children of Israel.

The Table of Showbread

23“You shall also make a table of acacia wood; two cubits shall be its length, a cubit its width, and a cubit and a half its height.

24“And you shall overlay it with pure gold, and make a molding of gold all around.

25“You shall make for it a frame of a handbreadth all around, and you shall make a gold molding for the frame all around.

26“And you shall make for it four rings of gold, and put the rings on the four corners that are at its four legs.

27“The rings shall be close to the frame, as holders for the poles to bear the table.

28“And you shall make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold, that the table may be carried with them.

29“You shall make Rits dishes, its pans, its pitchers, and its bowls for pouring. You shall make them of pure gold. 

30“And you shall set the Rshowbread on the table before Me always. 

The Golden Lampstand

31R“You shall also make a lampstand of pure gold; the lampstand shall be of hammered work. Its shaft, its branches, its bowls, its ornamental knobs, and flowers shall be of one piece. 

32“And six branches shall come out of its sides: three branches of the lampstand out of one side, and three branches of the lampstand out of the other side.

33R“Three bowls shall be made like almond blossoms on one branch, with an ornamental knob and a flower, and three bowls made like almond blossoms on the other branch, with an ornamental knob and a flower—and so for the six branches that come out of the lampstand. 

34“On the lampstand itself four bowls shall be made like almond blossoms, each with its ornamental knob and flower.

35“And there shall be a knob under the first two branches of the same, a knob under the second two branches of the same, and a knob under the third two branches of the same, according to the six branches that extend from the lampstand.

36“Their knobs and their branches shall be of one piece; all of it shall be one hammered piece of pure gold.

37“You shall make seven lamps for it, and Rthey shall arrange its lamps so that they Rgive light in front of it. 

38“And its wick-trimmers and their trays shall be of pure gold.

39“It shall be made of a talent of pure gold, with all these utensils.

40“And Rsee to it that you make them according to the pattern which was shown you on the mountain. 




CHAPTER 26

The Curtains of Linen

1“Moreover Ryou shall make the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine woven linen and blue, purple, and scarlet thread; with artistic designs of cherubim you shall weave them. 

2“The length of each curtain shall be twenty-eight cubits, and the width of each curtain four cubits. And every one of the curtains shall have Tthe same measurements. 

3“Five curtains shall be coupled to one another, and the other five curtains shall be coupled to one another.

4“And you shall make loops of blue yarn on the edge of the curtain on the selvedge of one set, and likewise you shall do on the outer edge of the other curtain of the second set.

5“Fifty loops you shall make in the one curtain, and fifty loops you shall make on the edge of the curtain that is on the end of the second set, that the loops may be clasped to one another.

6“And you shall make fifty clasps of gold, and couple the curtains together with the clasps, so that it may be one tabernacle.

7R“You shall also make curtains of goats’ hair, to be a tent over the tabernacle. You shall make eleven curtains. 

8“The length of each curtain shall be thirty cubits, and the width of each curtain four cubits; and the eleven curtains shall all have the same measurements.

9“And you shall couple five curtains by themselves and six curtains by themselves, and you shall double over the sixth curtain at the forefront of the tent.

10“You shall make fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that is outermost in one set, and fifty loops on the edge of the curtain of the second set.

11“And you shall make fifty bronze clasps, put the clasps into the loops, and couple the tent together, that it may be one.

12“The remnant that remains of the curtains of the tent, the half curtain that remains, shall hang over the back of the tabernacle.

13“And a cubit on one side and a cubit on the other side, of what remains of the length of the curtains of the tent, shall hang over the sides of the tabernacle, on this side and on that side, to cover it.

14R“You shall also make a covering of ram skins dyed red for the tent, and a covering of badger skins above that. 

The Boards and Sockets

15“And for the tabernacle you shall make the boards of acacia wood, standing upright.

16“Ten cubits shall be the length of a board, and a cubit and a half shall be the width of each board.

17“Two tenons shall be in each board for binding one to another. Thus you shall make for all the boards of the tabernacle.

18“And you shall make the boards for the tabernacle, twenty boards for the south side.

19“You shall make forty sockets of silver under the twenty boards: two sockets under each of the boards for its two tenons.

20“And for the second side of the tabernacle, the north side, there shall be twenty boards

21“and their forty sockets of silver: two sockets under each of the boards.

22“For the far side of the tabernacle, westward, you shall make six boards.

23“And you shall also make two boards for the two back corners of the tabernacle.

24“They shall be coupled together at the bottom and they shall be coupled together at the top by one ring. Thus it shall be for both of them. They shall be for the two corners.

25“So there shall be eight boards with their sockets of silver—sixteen sockets—two sockets under each of the boards.

26“And you shall make bars of acacia wood: five for the boards on one side of the tabernacle, 

27“five bars for the boards on the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the boards of the side of the tabernacle, for the far side westward.

28“The middle bar shall pass through the midst of the boards from end to end.

29“You shall overlay the boards with gold, make their rings of gold as holders for the bars, and overlay the bars with gold.

30“And you shall raise up the tabernacle Raccording to its pattern which you were shown on the mountain. 

The Inner Veil

31R“You shall make a veil woven of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen. It shall be woven with an artistic design of cherubim. 

32“You shall hang it upon the four pillars of acacia wood overlaid with gold. Their hooks shall be gold, upon four sockets of silver.

33“And you shall hang the veil from the clasps. Then you shall bring the ark of the Testimony in there, behind the veil. The veil shall be a divider for you between Rthe holy place and the Most Holy.

34“You shall put the mercy seat upon the ark of the Testimony in the Most Holy.

35R“You shall set the table outside the veil, and Rthe lampstand across from the table on the side of the tabernacle toward the south; and you shall put the table on the north side. 

The Outer Veil

36R“You shall make a screen for the door of the tabernacle, woven of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen, made by a weaver. 

37“And you shall make for the screen five pillars of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold; their hooks shall be gold, and you shall cast five sockets of bronze for them.




CHAPTER 27

The Bronze Altar

1“You shall make Ran altar of acacia wood, five cubits long and five cubits wide—the altar shall be square—and its height shall be three cubits. 

2“You shall make its horns on its four corners; its horns shall be of one piece with it. And you shall overlay it with bronze.

3“Also you shall make its pans to receive its ashes, and its shovels and its basins and its forks and its firepans; you shall make all its utensils of bronze.

4“You shall make a grate for it, a network of bronze; and on the network you shall make four bronze rings at its four corners.

5“You shall put it under the rim of the altar beneath, that the network may be midway up the altar.

6“And you shall make poles for the altar, poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with bronze.

7“The poles shall be put in the rings, and the poles shall be on the two sides of the altar to bear it.

8“You shall make it hollow with boards; Ras it was shown you on the mountain, so shall they make it. 

The Court of the Tabernacle

9“You shall also make the court of the tabernacle. For the south side there shall be hangings for the court made of fine woven linen, one hundred cubits long for one side.

10“And its twenty pillars and their twenty sockets shall be bronze. The hooks of the pillars and their bands shall be silver.

11“Likewise along the length of the north side there shall be hangings one hundred cubits long, with its twenty pillars and their twenty sockets of bronze, and the hooks of the pillars and their bands of silver.

12“And along the width of the court on the west side shall be hangings of fifty cubits, with their ten pillars and their ten sockets.

13“The width of the court on the east side shall be fifty cubits.

14“The hangings on one side of the gate shall be fifteen cubits, with their three pillars and their three sockets.

15“And on the other side shall be hangings of fifteen cubits, with their three pillars and their three sockets.

16“For the gate of the court there shall be a screen twenty cubits long, woven of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen, made by a weaver. It shall have four pillars and four sockets.

17“All the pillars around the court shall have bands of silver; their Rhooks shall be of silver and their sockets of bronze. 

18“The length of the court shall be one hundred cubits, the width fifty throughout, and the height five cubits, made of fine woven linen, and its sockets of bronze.

19“All the utensils of the tabernacle for all its service, all its pegs, and all the pegs of the court, shall be of bronze.

The Oil for the Lamp

20“And Ryou shall command the children of Israel that they bring you pure oil of pressed olives for the light, to cause the lamp to burn continually. 

21“In the tabernacle of meeting, outside the veil which is before the Testimony, RAaron and his sons shall tend it from evening until morning before the LORD. It shall be a statute forever to their generations on behalf of the children of Israel. 




CHAPTER 28

The Command to Make the Priests’ Clothes

1“Now take Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of Israel, that he may minister to Me as Rpriest, Aaron and Aaron’s sons: RNadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.

2“And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty.

3“So Ryou shall speak to all who are gifted artisans, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may make Aaron’s garments, to consecrate him, that he may minister to Me as priest. 

4“And these are the garments which they shall make: a breastplate, an ephod, * a robe, a skillfully woven tunic, a turban, and Ra sash. So they shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother and his sons, that he may minister to Me as priest. 

5“They shall take the gold, blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and the fine linen, 

The Ephod

6R“and they shall make the ephod of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen, artistically worked. 

7“It shall have two shoulder straps joined at its two edges, and so it shall be joined together.

8“And the intricately woven band of the ephod, which is on it, shall be of the same workmanship, made of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen.

9“Then you shall take two onyx Rstones and engrave on them the names of the sons of Israel: 

10“six of their names on one stone and six names on the other stone, in order of their Rbirth. 

11“With the work of an Rengraver in stone, like the engravings of a signet, you shall engrave the two stones with the names of the sons of Israel. You shall set them in settings of gold. 

12“And you shall put the two stones on the shoulders of the ephod as memorial stones for the sons of Israel. So Aaron shall bear their names before the LORD on his two shoulders Ras a memorial. 

13“You shall also make settings of gold, 

14“and you shall make two chains of pure gold like braided cords, and fasten the braided chains to the settings.

The Breastplate

15R“You shall make the breastplate of judgment. Artistically woven according to the workmanship of the ephod you shall make it: of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen, you shall make it. 

16“It shall be doubled into a square: a span shall be its length, and a span shall be its width.

17R“And you shall put settings of stones in it, four rows of stones: The first row shall be a Tsardius, a topaz, and an emerald; this shall be the first row; 

18“the second row shall be a turquoise, a sapphire, and a diamond;

19“the third row, a Tjacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 

20“and the fourth row, a Tberyl, an Tonyx, and a jasper. They shall be set in gold settings. 

21“And the stones shall have the names of the sons of Israel, twelve according to their names, like the engravings of a signet, each one with its own name; they shall be according to the twelve tribes.

22“You shall make chains for the breastplate at the end, like braided cords of pure gold.

23“And you shall make two rings of gold for the breastplate, and put the two rings on the two ends of the breastplate.

24“Then you shall put the two braided chains of gold in the two rings which are on the ends of the breastplate;

25“and the other two ends of the two braided chains you shall fasten to the two settings, and put them on the shoulder straps of the ephod in the front.

26“You shall make two rings of gold, and put them on the two ends of the breastplate, on the edge of it, which is on the inner side of the ephod.

27“And two other rings of gold you shall make, and put them on the two shoulder straps, underneath the ephod toward its front, right at the seam above the Tintricately woven band of the ephod. 

28“They shall bind the breastplate by means of its rings to the rings of the ephod, using a blue cord, so that it is above the intricately woven band of the ephod, and so that the breastplate does not come loose from the ephod.

29“So Aaron shall Rbear the names of the sons of Israel on the breastplate of judgment over his heart, when he goes into the holy place, as a memorial before the LORD continually. 

The Urim and Thummim

30“And you shall put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim, * and they shall be over Aaron’s heart when he goes in before the LORD. So Aaron shall bear the judgment of the children of Israel over his heart before the LORD continually.

The Robe of the Ephod

31R“You shall make the robe of the ephod all of blue. 

32“There shall be an opening for his head in the middle of it; it shall have a woven binding all around its opening, like the opening in a coat of mail, so that it does not tear.

33“And upon its hem you shall make pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet, all around its hem, and bells of gold between them all around:

34“a golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, upon the hem of the robe all around.

35“And it shall be upon Aaron when he ministers, and its sound will be heard when he goes into the holy place before the LORD and when he comes out, that he may not die.

The Holy Crown

36R“You shall also make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it, like the engraving of a signet: 

HOLINESS TO THE LORD.

37“And you shall put it on a blue cord, that it may be on the turban; it shall be on the front of the turban.

38“So it shall be on Aaron’s forehead, that Aaron may Rbear the iniquity of the holy things which the children of Israel hallow in all their holy gifts; and it shall always be on his forehead, that they may be Raccepted before the LORD. 

The Priest’s Coat

39“You shall Rskillfully weave the tunic of fine linen thread, you shall make the turban of fine linen, and you shall make the sash of woven work. 

40R“For Aaron’s sons you shall make tunics, and you shall make sashes for them. And you shall make hats for them, for glory and Rbeauty. 

41“So you shall put them on Aaron your brother and on his sons with him. You shall Ranoint them, Rconsecrate them, and Tsanctify them, that they may minister to Me as priests. 

42“And you shall make for them linen trousers to cover their nakedness; they shall reach from the waist to the thighs.

43“They shall be on Aaron and on his sons when they come into the tabernacle of meeting, or when they come near Rthe altar to minister in the holy place, that they Rdo not incur Tiniquity and die. RIt shall be a statute forever to him and his descendants after him. 




CHAPTER 29

The Consecration of the Priests

1“And this is what you shall do to them tohallow them for ministering to Me as priests: RTake one young bull and two rams without blemish, 

2“and Runleavened bread, unleavened cakes mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers anointed with oil (you shall make them of wheat flour). 

3“You shall put them in one basket and bring them in the basket, with the bull and the two rams.

4“And Aaron and his sons you shall bring to the door of the tabernacle of meeting, and you shall wash them with water.

5R“Then you shall take the garments, put the tunic on Aaron, and the robe of the ephod, the ephod, and the breastplate, and gird him with Rthe intricately woven band of the ephod. 

6“You shall put the turban on his head, and put the holy crown on the turban.

7“And you shall take the anointing oil, pour it on his head, and anoint him.

8“Then Ryou shall bring his sons and put tunics on them. 

9“And you shall gird them with sashes, Aaron and his sons, and put the hats on them. RThe priesthood shall be theirs for a perpetual statute. So you shall Rconsecrate Aaron and his sons. 

10“You shall also have the bull brought before the tabernacle of meeting, and RAaron and his sons shall put their hands on the head of the bull. 

11“Then you shall kill the bull before the LORD, by the door of the tabernacle of meeting.

12“You shall take some of the blood of the bull and put it on Rthe horns of the altar with your finger, and Rpour all the blood beside the base of the altar. 

13“And you shall take all the fat that covers the entrails, the fatty lobe attached to the liver, and the two kidneys and the fat that is on them, and burn them on the altar.

14“But Rthe flesh of the bull, with its skin and its offal, you shall burn with fire outside the camp. It is a sin offering. 

15R“You shall also take one ram, and Aaron and his sons shall Rput their hands on the head of the ram; 

16“and you shall kill the ram, and you shall take its blood and Rsprinkle it all around on the altar. 

17“Then you shall cut the ram in pieces, wash its entrails and its legs, and put them with its pieces and with its head.

18“And you shall burn the whole ram on the altar. It is a Rburnt offering to the LORD; it is a sweet aroma, an offering made by fire to the LORD. 

19R“You shall also take the other ram, and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands on the head of the ram. 

20“Then you shall kill the ram, and take some of its blood and put it on the tip of the right ear of Aaron and on the tip of the right ear of his sons, on the thumb of their right hand and on the big toe of their right foot, and sprinkle the blood all around on the altar.

21“And you shall take some of the blood that is on the altar, and some of the anointing oil, and sprinkle it on Aaron and on his garments, on his sons and on the garments of his sons with him; and Rhe and his garments shall be hallowed, and his sons and his sons’ garments with him. 

22“Also you shall take the fat of the ram, the fat tail, the fat that covers the entrails, the fatty lobe attached to the liver, the two kidneys and the fat on them, the right thigh (for it is a ram of consecration), 

23“one loaf of bread, one cake made with oil, and one wafer from the basket of the unleavened bread that is before the LORD;

24“and you shall put all these in the hands of Aaron and in the hands of his sons, and you shall Rwave them as a wave offering before the LORD. 

25R“You shall receive them back from their hands and burn them on the altar as a burnt offering, as a sweet aroma before the LORD. It is an offering made by fire to the LORD. 

26“Then you shall take Rthe breast of the ram of Aaron’s consecration and wave it as a wave offering before the LORD; and it shall be your portion. 

27“And from the ram of the consecration you shall consecrate the breast of the wave offering which is waved, and the thigh of the heave offering which is raised, of that which is for Aaron and of that which is for his sons.

28“It shall be from the children of Israel for Aaron and his sons Rby a statute forever. For it is a heave offering; it shall be a heave offering from the children of Israel from the sacrifices of their peace offerings, that is, their heave offering to the LORD. 

29“And the holy garments of Aaron shall be his sons’ after him, to be anointed in them and to be consecrated in them.

30R“That son who becomes priest in his place shall put them on for seven days, when he enters the tabernacle of meeting to minister in the holy place. 

31“And you shall take the ram of the consecration and boil its flesh in the holy place.

32“Then Aaron and his sons shall eat the flesh of the ram, and the Rbread that is in the basket, by the door of the tabernacle of meeting. 

33“They shall eat those things with which the atonement was made, to consecrate and to sanctify them; Rbut an outsider shall not eat them, because they are holy. 

34“And if any of the flesh of the consecration offerings, or of the bread, remains until the morning, then Ryou shall burn the remainder with fire. It shall not be eaten, because it is holy. 

35“Thus you shall do to Aaron and his sons, according to all that I have commanded you. RSeven days you shall consecrate them. 

36“And you shall offer a bull every day as a sin offering for atonement. You shall cleanse the altar when you make atonement for it, and you shall anoint it to sanctify it.

37“Seven days you shall make atonement for the altar and sanctify it. And the altar shall be most holy. RWhatever touches the altar must be holy.* 

The Continual Offerings of the Priests

38“Now this is what you shall offer on the altar: two lambs of the first year, Rday by day continually. 

39“One lamb you shall offer Rin the morning, and the other lamb you shall offer at twilight. 

40“With the one lamb shall be one-tenth of an ephah of flour mixed with one-fourth of a hin of pressed oil, and one-fourth of a hin of wine as a drink offering.

41“And the other lamb you shall Roffer at twilight; and you shall offer with it the grain offering and the drink offering, as in the morning, for a sweet aroma, an offering made by fire to the LORD. 

42“This shall be a continual burnt offering throughout your generations at the door of the tabernacle of meeting before the LORD, where I will meet you to speak with you.

43“And there I will meet with the children of Israel, and the tabernacle Rshall be sanctified by My glory. 

44“So I will consecrate the tabernacle of meeting and the altar. I will also Rconsecrate both Aaron and his sons to minister to Me as priests. 

45R“I will dwell among the children of Israel and will be their God. 

46“And they shall know that I am the LORD their God, who Rbrought them up out of the land of Egypt, that I may dwell among them. I am the LORD their God. 




CHAPTER 30

The Altar of Incense

1“You shall make an altar to burn incense on; you shall make it of acacia wood.

2“A cubit shall be its length and a cubit its width—it shall be square—and two cubits shall be its height. Its horns shall be of one piece with it.

3“And you shall overlay its top, its sides all around, and its horns with pure gold; and you shall make for it a Tmolding of gold all around.

4“Two gold rings you shall make for it, under the molding on both its sides. You shall place them on its two sides, and they will be holders for the poles with which to bear it.

5“You shall make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold.

6“And you shall put it before the veil that is before the ark of the Testimony, before the mercy seat that is over the Testimony, where I will meet with you.

7“Aaron shall burn on it Rsweet incense every morning; when he tends the lamps, he shall burn incense on it. 

8“And when Aaron lights the lamps Tat twilight, he shall burn incense on it, a perpetual incense before the LORD throughout your generations. 

9“You shall not offer strange incense on it, or a burnt offering, or a grain offering; nor shall you pour a drink offering on it.

10“And RAaron shall make atonement upon its horns once a year with the blood of the sin offering of atonement; once a year he shall make atonement upon it throughout your generations. It is most holy to the LORD.” 

The Ransom Money

11Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

12R“When you take the census of the children of Israel for their number, then every man shall give Ra ransom for himself to the LORD, when you number them, that there may be no plague among them when you number them. 

13R“This is what everyone among those who are numbered shall give: half a shekel according to the shekel of the sanctuary (a shekel is twenty gerahs). The half-shekel shall be an offering to the LORD. 

14“Everyone included among those who are numbered, from twenty years old and above, shall give an offering to the LORD.

15“The Rrich shall not give more and the poor shall not give less than half a shekel, when you give an offering to the LORD, to make atonement for yourselves. 

16“And you shall take the atonement money of the children of Israel, and Rshall Tappoint it for the service of the tabernacle of meeting, that it may be a memorial for the children of Israel before the LORD, to make atonement for yourselves.” 

The Laver of Bronze

17Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

18R“You shall also make a Tlaver of bronze, with its base also of bronze, for washing. You shall Rput it between the tabernacle of meeting and the altar. And you shall put water in it, 

19“for Aaron and his sons Rshall wash their hands and their feet in water from it. 

20“When they go into the tabernacle of meeting, or when they come near the altar to minister, to burn an offering made by fire to the LORD, they shall wash with water, lest they die.

21“So they shall wash their hands and their feet, lest they die. And it shall be a statute forever to them—to him and his descendants throughout their generations.”

The Anointing Oil

22Moreover the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

23“Also take for yourself quality spices—five hundred shekels of liquid myrrh, half as much sweet-smelling cinnamon (two hundred and fifty shekels), two hundred and fifty shekels of sweet-smelling cane, 

24“five hundred shekels of Rcassia, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, and a Rhin of olive oil. 

25“And you shall make from these a holy anointing oil, an ointment compounded according to the art of the perfumer. It shall be Ra holy anointing oil. 

26“With it you shall anoint the tabernacle of meeting and the ark of the Testimony;

27“the table and all its utensils, the lampstand and its utensils, and the altar of incense;

28“the altar of burnt offering with all its utensils, and the laver and its base.

29“You shall consecrate them, that they may be most holy; Rwhatever touches them must be holy.* 

30R“And you shall anoint Aaron and his sons, and consecrate them, that they may minister to Me as priests. 

31“And you shall speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘This shall be a holy anointing oil to Me throughout your generations.

32‘It shall not be poured on man’s flesh; nor shall you make any other like it, according to its composition. RIt is holy, and it shall be holy to you. 

33‘Whoever compounds any like it, or whoever puts any of it on an outsider, Rshall be cut off from his people.’” 

The Incense

34And the LORD said to Moses: R“Take sweet spices, stacte and onycha and galbanum, and pure frankincense with these sweet spices; there shall be equal amounts of each. 

35“You shall make of these an incense, a compound Raccording to the art of the perfumer, salted, pure, and holy. 

36“And you shall beat some of it very fine, and put some of it before the Testimony in the tabernacle of meeting where I will meet with you. It shall be most holy to you.

37“But as for the incense which you shall make, Ryou shall not make any for yourselves, according to its composition. It shall be to you holy for the LORD. 

38“Whoever makes any like it, to smell it, he shall be cut off from his people.”




CHAPTER 31

Instructions for Building the Tabernacle

1Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2R“See, I have called by name Bezalel the Rson of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 

3“And I have filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, 

4“to design artistic works, to work in gold, in silver, in bronze, 

5“in cutting jewels for setting, in carving wood, and to work in all manner of workmanship.

6“And I, indeed I, have appointed with him Aholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and I have put wisdom in the hearts of all the gifted artisans, that they may make all that I have commanded you:

7“the tabernacle of meeting, the ark of the Testimony and the mercy seat that is on it, and all the furniture of the tabernacle—

8R“the table and its utensils, Rthe pure gold lampstand with all its utensils, the altar of incense, 

9“the altar of burnt offering with all its utensils, and the laver and its base—

10“the garments of ministry, * the holy garments for Aaron the priest and the garments of his sons, to minister as priests, 

11“and the anointing oil and sweet incense for the holy place. According to all that I have commanded you they shall do.”

Sign of the Covenant: The Sabbath

12And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

13“Speak also to the children of Israel, saying: ‘Surely My Sabbaths you shall keep, for it is a sign between Me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that I am the LORD who sanctifies you.

14R‘You shall keep the Sabbath, therefore, for it is holy to you. Everyone who Tprofanes it shall surely be put to death; for whoever does any work on it, that person shall be cut off from among his people. 

15‘Work shall be done for Rsix days, but the Rseventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the LORD. Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death. 

16‘Therefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their generations as a perpetual covenant.

17‘It is Ra sign between Me and the children of Israel forever; for Rin six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day He rested and was refreshed.’” 

Two Tablets Are Presented

18And when He had made an end of speaking with him on Mount Sinai, He gave Moses two tablets of the Testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of God.




CHAPTER 32

Israel Willfully Breaks the Covenant

1Now when the people saw that Moses delayed coming down from the mountain, the people Rgathered together to Aaron, and said to him, R“Come, make us gods that shall Rgo before us; for as for this Moses, the man who Rbrought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 

2And Aaron said to them, “Break off the Rgolden earrings which are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 

3So all the people broke off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought them to Aaron.

4And he received the gold from their hand, and he fashioned it with an engraving tool, and made a molded calf. Then they said, “This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of Egypt!”

5So when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow is a feast to the LORD.”

6Then they rose early on the next day, offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people Rsat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. 

God to Destroy Israel

7And the LORD said to Moses, R“Go, get down! For your people whom you brought out of the land of Egypt Rhave corrupted themselves. 

8“They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them. They have made themselves a molded calf, and worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, R‘This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of Egypt!’” 

9And the LORD said to Moses, R“I have seen this people, and indeed it is a Tstiff-necked people! 

10“Now therefore, Rlet Me alone, that RMy wrath may burn hot against them and I may Tconsume them. And I will make of you a great nation.” 

Moses Intercedes for Israel

11Then Moses pleaded with the LORD his God, and said: “LORD, why does Your wrath burn hot against Your people whom You have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand?

12R“Why should the Egyptians speak, and say, ‘He brought them out to harm them, to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from Your fierce wrath, and Rrelent from this harm to Your people. 

13“Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, to whom You Rswore by Your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven; and all this land that I have spoken of I give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’”* 

14So the LORD relented from the harm which He said He would do to His people.

Moses Disciplines Israel

15And Moses turned and went down from the mountain, and the two tablets of the Testimony were in his hand. The tablets were written on both sides; on the one side and on the other they were written.

16Now the Rtablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God engraved on the tablets. 

17And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, “There is a noise of war in the camp.”

18But he said:

“It is not the noise of the shout of victory, 

Nor the noise of the cry of defeat, 

But the sound of singing I hear.”

19So it was, as soon as he came near the camp, that Rhe saw the calf and the dancing. So Moses’ anger became hot, and he cast the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 

20Then he took the calf which they had made, burned it in the fire, and ground it to powder; and he scattered it on the water and made the children of Israel drink it.

21And Moses said to Aaron, R“What did this people do to you that you have brought so great a sin upon them?” 

22So Aaron said, “Do not let the anger of my lord become hot. RYou know the people, that they are set on evil. 

23“For they said to me, ‘Make us gods that shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’

24“And I said to them, ‘Whoever has any gold, let them break it off.’ So they gave it to me, and I cast it into the fire, and this calf came out.”

25Now when Moses saw that the people were Runrestrained (for Aaron Rhad not restrained them, to their shame among their enemies), 

26then Moses stood in the entrance of the camp, and said, “Whoever is on the LORD’s side—come to me!” And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together to him.

27And he said to them, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘Let every man put his sword on his side, and go in and out from entrance to entrance throughout the camp, and Rlet every man kill his brother, every man his companion, and every man his neighbor.’” 

28So the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. And about three thousand men of the people fell that day.

29Then Moses said, “Consecrate yourselves today to the LORD, that He may bestow on you a blessing this day, for every man has opposed his son and his brother.”

Moses Atones for Israel

30Now it came to pass on the next day that Moses said to the people, R“You have committed a great sin. So now I will go up to the LORD; Rperhaps I can make atonement for your sin.” 

31Then Moses Rreturned to the LORD and said, “Oh, these people have committed a great sin, and have Rmade for themselves a god of gold! 

32“Yet now, if You will forgive their sin—but if not, I pray, Rblot me Rout of Your book which You have written.” 

33And the LORD said to Moses, R“Whoever has sinned against Me, I will Rblot him out of My book. 

God Sends His Angel

34“Now therefore, go, lead the people to the place of which I have Rspoken to you. Behold, My Angel shall go before you. Nevertheless, Rin the day when I Rvisit for punishment, I will visit punishment upon them for their sin.”

35So the LORD plagued the people because of Rwhat they did with the calf which Aaron made. 




CHAPTER 33

The Tabernacle Is Moved Outside the Camp

1Then the LORD said to Moses, “Depart and go up from here, you and the people whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, R‘To your descendants I will give it.’ 

2“And I will send My Angel before you, Rand I will drive out the Canaanite and the Amorite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite. 

3“Go up Rto a land flowing with milk and honey; for I will not go up in your midst, lest RI consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-necked people.” 

4And when the people heard this bad news, Rthey mourned, Rand no one put on his ornaments.

5For the LORD had said to Moses, “Say to the children of Israel, ‘You are a stiff-necked people. I could come up into your midst in one moment and consume you. Now therefore, take off your ornaments, that I may Rknow what to do to you.’” 

6So the children of Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments by Mount Horeb.

7Moses took his tent and pitched it outside the camp, far from the camp, and called it the tabernacle of meeting. And it came to pass that everyone who Rsought the LORD went out to the tabernacle of meeting which was outside the camp. 

Moses Talks to God

8So it was, whenever Moses went out to the tabernacle, that all the people rose, and each man stood Rat his tent door and watched Moses until he had gone into the tabernacle. 

9And it came to pass, when Moses entered the tabernacle, that the pillar of cloud descended and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the LORD talked with Moses.

10All the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the tabernacle door, and all the people rose and Rworshiped, each man in his tent door. 

11So Rthe LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. And he would return to the camp, but his servant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, did not depart from the tabernacle. 

God Will Show Moses the Way

12Then Moses said to the LORD, “See, RYou say to me, ‘Bring up this people.’ But You have not let me know whom You will send with me. Yet You have said, R‘I know you by name, and you have also found grace in My sight.’ 

13“Now therefore, I pray, Rif I have found grace in Your sight, Rshow me now Your way, that I may know You and that I may find grace in Your sight. And consider that this nation is Your people.” 

14And He said, R“My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 

15Then he said to Him, R“If Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here. 

16“For how then will it be known that Your people and I have found grace in Your sight, except You go with us? So we shall be separate, Your people and I, from all the people who are upon the face of the earth.”

17So the LORD said to Moses, R“I will also do this thing that you have spoken; for you have found grace in My sight, and I know you by name.” 

God Shows Moses His Glory

18And he said, “Please, show me RYour glory.” 

19Then He said, “I will make all My goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before you. RI will be gracious to whom I will be Rgracious, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.” 

20But He said, “You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live.”

21And the LORD said, “Here is a place by Me, and you shall stand on the rock.

22“So it shall be, while My glory passes by, that I will put you Rin the cleft of the rock, and will Rcover you with My hand while I pass by. 

23“Then I will take away My hand, and you shall see My back; but My face shall Rnot be seen.” 




CHAPTER 34

Hewing of the Two Tablets

1And the LORD said to Moses, “Cut two tablets of stone like the first ones, and I will write on these tablets the words that were on the first tablets which you broke.

2“So be ready in the morning, and come up in the morning to Mount Sinai, and present yourself to Me there Ron the top of the mountain. 

3“And no man shall Rcome up with you, and let no man be seen throughout all the mountain; let neither flocks nor herds feed before that mountain.” 

4So he cut two tablets of stone like the first ones. Then Moses rose early in the morning and went up Mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him; and he took in his hand the two tablets of stone.

The Nature of God Is Revealed

5Now the LORD descended in the Rcloud and stood with him there, and Rproclaimed the name of the LORD. 

6And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, 

7“keeping mercy for thousands, Rforgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, Rby no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children’s children to the third and the fourth generation.” 

8So Moses made haste and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshiped.

9Then he said, “If now I have found grace in Your sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I pray, go among us, even though we are a stiff-necked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us as Your inheritance.”

Renewal of the Covenant

10And He said: “Behold, RI make a covenant. Before all your people I will Rdo marvels such as have not been done in all the earth, nor in any nation; and all the people among whom you are shall see the work of the LORD. For it is an awesome thing that I will do with you. 

11R“Observe what I command you this day. Behold, RI am driving out from before you the Amorite and the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite.

12R“Take heed to yourself, lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land where you are going, lest it be a snare in your midst. 

13“But you shall Rdestroy their altars, break their sacred pillars, and Rcut down their wooden images 

14“(for you shall worship Rno other god, for the LORD, whose Rname is Jealous, is a Rjealous God), 

15“lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and they play the harlot with their gods and make sacrifice to their gods, and one of them invites you and you Reat of his sacrifice, 

16“and you take of Rhis daughters for your sons, and his daughters Rplay the harlot with their gods and make your sons play the harlot with their gods. 

17R“You shall make no molded gods for yourselves. 

18“The Feast of Unleavened Bread you shall keep. Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, as I commanded you, in the appointed time of the month of Abib; for in the month of Abib you came out from Egypt.

19R“All that open the womb are Mine, and every male firstborn among your livestock, whether ox or sheep. 

20“But Rthe firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb. And if you will not redeem him, then you shall break his neck. All the firstborn of your sons you shall redeem. And none shall appear before Me Rempty-handed. 

21R“Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest; in plowing time and in harvest you shall rest. 

22“And you shall observe the Feast of Weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering at the year’s end.

23R“Three times in the year all your men shall appear before the Lord, the LORD God of Israel. 

24“For I will Rcast out the nations before you and enlarge your borders; neither will any man covet your land when you go up to appear before the LORD your God three times in the year. 

25“You shall not offer the blood of My sacrifice with leaven, Rnor shall the sacrifice of the Feast of the Passover be left until morning. 

26R“The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall bring to the house of the LORD your God. You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.” 

27Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write Rthese words, for according to the tenor of these words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel.” 

28RSo he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he neither ate bread nor drank water. And RHe wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments.* 

Moses Returns from God

29Now it was so, when Moses came down from Mount Sinai (and the two tablets of the Testimony were in Moses’ hand when he came down from the mountain), that Moses did not know that Rthe skin of his face shone while he talked with Him. 

30So when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him.

31Then Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the rulers of the congregation returned to him; and Moses talked with them.

32Afterward all the children of Israel came near, Rand he gave them as commandments all that the LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 

33And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face.

34But whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with Him, he would take the veil off until he came out; and he would come out and speak to the children of Israel whatever he had been commanded.

35And whenever the children of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone, then Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with Him.




CHAPTER 35

Israel Brings Offerings in Abundance

1Then Moses gathered all the congregation of the children of Israel together, and said to them, “These are the words which the LORD has commanded you to do:

2“Work shall be done for six days, but the seventh day shall be a holy day for you, a Sabbath of rest to the LORD. Whoever does any work on it shall be put to death.

3“You shall kindle no fire throughout your dwellings on the Sabbath day.”

4And Moses spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying, “This is the thing which the LORD commanded, saying:

5‘Take from among you an offering to the LORD. RWhoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it as an offering to the LORD: Rgold, silver, and bronze; 

6R‘blue, purple, and scarlet thread, fine linen, and Rgoats’ hair; 

7‘ram skins dyed red, badger skins, and acacia wood;

8‘oil for the light, and spices for the anointing oil and for the sweet incense;

9‘onyx stones, and stones to be set in the ephod and in the breastplate.

10R‘All who are gifted artisans among you shall come and make all that the LORD has commanded: 

11R‘the tabernacle, its tent, its covering, its clasps, its boards, its bars, its pillars, and its sockets; 

12‘the ark and its poles, with the mercy seat, and the veil of the covering;

13‘the Rtable and its poles, all its utensils, Rand the showbread; 

14‘also the lampstand for the light, its utensils, its lamps, and the oil for the light;

15R‘the incense altar, its poles, Rthe anointing oil, Rthe sweet incense, and the screen for the door at the entrance of the tabernacle; 

16R‘the altar of burnt offering with its bronze grating, its poles, all its utensils, and the laver and its base; 

17R‘the hangings of the court, its pillars, their sockets, and the screen for the gate of the court; 

18‘the pegs of the tabernacle, the pegs of the court, and their cords;

19R‘the garments of ministry, * for ministering in the holy place—the holy garments for Aaron the priest and the garments of his sons, to minister as priests.’” 

20And all the congregation of the children of Israel departed from the presence of Moses.

21Then everyone came whose heart was stirred, and everyone whose spirit was willing, and they brought the LORD’s offering for the work of the tabernacle of meeting, for all its service, and for the holy garments.

22They came, both men and women, as many as had a willing heart, and brought earrings and nose rings, rings and necklaces, all jewelry of gold, that is, every man who made an offering of gold to the LORD.

23And Revery man, with whom was found blue, purple, and scarlet thread, fine linen, and goats’ hair, red skins of rams, and badger skins, brought them. 

24Everyone who offered an offering of silver or bronze brought the LORD’s offering. And everyone with whom was found acacia wood for any work of the service, brought it.

25All the women who were Rgifted artisans spun yarn with their hands, and brought what they had spun, of blue, purple, and scarlet, and fine linen. 

26And all the women whose hearts stirred with wisdom spun yarn of goats’ hair.

27RThe rulers brought onyx stones, and the stones to be set in the ephod and in the breastplate, 

28and spices and oil for the light, for the anointing oil, and for the sweet incense.

29The children of Israel brought a freewill offering to the LORD, all the men and women whose hearts were willing to bring material for all kinds of work which the LORD, by the hand of Moses, had commanded to be done.

30And Moses said to the children of Israel, “See, Rthe LORD has called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; 

31“and He has filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom and understanding, in knowledge and all manner of workmanship, 

32“to design artistic works, to work in gold and silver and bronze, 

33“in cutting jewels for setting, in carving wood, and to work in all manner of artistic workmanship.

34“And He has put in his heart the ability to teach, in him and RAholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 

35“He has Rfilled them with skill to do all manner of work of the engraver and the designer and the tapestry maker, in blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine linen, and of the weaver—those who do every work and those who design artistic works. 




CHAPTER 36

1“And Bezalel and Aholiab, and every gifted artisan in whom the LORD has put wisdom and understanding, to know how to do all manner of work for the service of the Rsanctuary, T shall do according to all that the LORD has commanded.”

2Then Moses called Bezalel and Aholiab, and every gifted artisan in whose heart the LORD had put wisdom, everyone whose heart was stirred, to come and do the work.

3And they received from Moses all the offering which the children of Israel had brought for the work of the service of making the sanctuary. So they continued bringing to him freewill offerings every morning.

4Then all the craftsmen who were doing all the work of the sanctuary came, each from the work he was doing, 

5and they spoke to Moses, saying, R“The people bring much more than enough for the service of the work which the LORD commanded us to do.” 

6So Moses gave a commandment, and they caused it to be proclaimed throughout the camp, saying, “Let neither man nor woman do any more work for the offering of the sanctuary.” And the people were restrained from bringing, 

7for the material they had was sufficient for all the work to be done—indeed too Rmuch.

The Curtains

8Then all the gifted artisans among them who worked on the tabernacle made ten curtains woven of fine linen, and of blue, purple, and scarlet thread; with artistic designs of cherubim they made them.

9The length of each curtain was twenty-eight cubits, and the width of each curtain four cubits; the curtains were all the same size.

10And he coupled five curtains to one another, and the other five curtains he coupled to one another.

11He made loops of blue yarn on the edge of the curtain on the selvedge of one set; likewise he did on the outer edge of the other curtain of the second set.

12RFifty loops he made on one curtain, and fifty loops he made on the edge of the curtain on the end of the second set; the loops held one curtain to another. 

13And he made fifty clasps of gold, and coupled the curtains to one another with the clasps, that it might be one tabernacle.

14RHe made curtains of goats’ hair for the tent over the tabernacle; he made eleven curtains. 

15The length of each curtain was thirty cubits, and the width of each curtain four cubits; the eleven curtains were the same size.

16He coupled five curtains by themselves and six curtains by themselves.

17And he made fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that is outermost in one set, and fifty loops he made on the edge of the curtain of the second set.

18He also made fifty bronze clasps to couple the tent together, that it might be one.

19RThen he made a covering for the tent of ram skins dyed red, and a covering of Tbadger skins above that. 

The Boards

20For the tabernacle Rhe made boards of acacia wood, standing upright. 

21The length of each board was ten cubits, and the width of each board a cubit and a half.

22Each board had two tenons Rfor binding one to another. Thus he made for all the boards of the tabernacle. 

23And he made boards for the tabernacle, twenty boards for the south side.

24Forty sockets of silver he made to go under the twenty boards: two sockets under each of the boards for its two tenons.

25And for the other side of the tabernacle, the north side, he made twenty boards

26and their forty sockets of silver: two sockets under each of the boards.

27For the west side of the tabernacle he made six boards.

28He also made two boards for the two back corners of the tabernacle.

29And they were coupled at the bottom and Tcoupled together at the top by one ring. Thus he made both of them for the two corners. 

30So there were eight boards and their sockets—sixteen sockets of silver—two sockets under each of the boards.

31And he made bars of acacia wood: five for the boards on one side of the tabernacle, 

32five bars for the boards on the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the boards of the tabernacle on the far side westward.

33And he made the middle bar to pass through the boards from one end to the other.

34He overlaid the boards with gold, made their rings of gold to be holders for the bars, and overlaid the bars with gold.

The Veils

35And he made a veil of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen; it was worked with an artistic design of cherubim.

36He made for it four pillars of acacia wood, and overlaid them with gold, with their hooks of gold; and he cast four sockets of silver for them.

37He also made a screen for the tabernacle door, of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen, made by a weaver, 

38and its five pillars with their hooks. And he overlaid their capitals and their rings with gold, but their five sockets were bronze.




CHAPTER 37

The Ark of the Covenant

1Then RBezalel made the ark of acacia wood; two and a half cubits was its length, a cubit and a half its width, and a cubit and a half its height. 

2He overlaid it with pure gold inside and outside, and made a molding of gold all around it.

3And he cast for it four rings of gold to be set in its four corners: two rings on one side, and two rings on the other side of it.

4He made poles of acacia wood, and overlaid them with gold.

5And he put the poles into the rings at the sides of the ark, to bear the ark.

6He also made the Rmercy seat of pure gold; two and a half cubits was its length and a cubit and a half its width. 

7He made two cherubim of beaten gold; he made them of one piece at the two ends of the mercy seat:

8one cherub at one end on this side, and the other cherub at the other end on that side. He made the cherubim at the two ends of one piece with the mercy seat.

9The cherubim spread out their wings above, and covered the Rmercy seat with their wings. They faced one another; the faces of the cherubim were toward the mercy seat. 

The Table of Showbread

10He made Rthe table of acacia wood; two cubits was its length, a cubit its width, and a cubit and a half its height. 

11And he overlaid it with pure gold, and made a molding of gold all around it.

12Also he made a frame of a handbreadth all around it, and made a molding of gold for the frame all around it.

13And he cast for it four rings of gold, and put the rings on the four corners that were at its four legs.

14The rings were close to the frame, as holders for the poles to bear the table.

15And he made the poles of acacia wood to bear the table, and overlaid them with gold.

16He made of pure gold the utensils which were on the table: its dishes, its cups, its bowls, and its pitchers for pouring.

The Gold Lampstand

17He also made the Rlampstand of pure gold; of hammered work he made the lampstand. Its shaft, its branches, its bowls, its ornamental knobs, and its flowers were of the same piece. 

18And six branches came out of its sides: three branches of the lampstand out of one side, and three branches of the lampstand out of the other side.

19There were three bowls made like almond blossoms on one branch, with an ornamental knob and a flower, and three bowls made like almond blossoms on the other branch, with an ornamental knob and a flower—and so for the six branches coming out of the lampstand.

20And on the lampstand itself were four bowls made like almond blossoms, each with its ornamental knob and flower.

21There was a knob under the first two branches of the same, a knob under the second two branches of the same, and a knob under the third two branches of the same, according to the six branches extending from it.

22Their knobs and their branches were of one piece; all of it was one hammered piece of pure gold.

23And he made its seven lamps, its wick-trimmers, and its trays of pure gold.

24Of a talent of pure gold he made it, with all its utensils.

The Altar of Incense

25He made the incense altar of acacia wood. Its length was a cubit and its width a cubit—it was square—and two cubits was its height. Its horns were of one piece with it.

26And he overlaid it with pure gold: its top, its sides all around, and its horns. He also made for it a molding of gold all around it.

27He made two rings of gold for it under its molding, by its two corners on both sides, as holders for the poles with which to bear it.

28And he Rmade the poles of acacia wood, and overlaid them with gold. 

29He also made Rthe holy anointing oil and the pure incense of sweet spices, according to the work of the perfumer. 




CHAPTER 38

The Altar of Burnt Offerings

1He made Rthe altar of burnt offering of acacia wood; five cubits was its length and five cubits its width—it was square—and its height was three cubits. 

2He made its horns on its four corners; the horns were of one piece with it. And he overlaid it with bronze.

3He made all the utensils for the altar: the pans, the shovels, the basins, the forks, and the firepans; all its utensils he made of bronze.

4And he made a grate of bronze network for the altar, under its rim, midway from the bottom.

5He cast four rings for the four corners of the bronze grating, as holders for the poles.

6And he made the poles of acacia wood, and overlaid them with bronze.





7Then he put the poles into the rings on the sides of the altar, with which to bear it. He made the altar hollow with boards.

The Bronze Laver

8He made Rthe laver of bronze and its base of bronze, from the bronze mirrors of the serving women who assembled at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. 

The Court

9Then he made the court on the south side; the hangings of the court were of fine woven linen, one hundred cubits long.

10There were twenty pillars for them, with twenty bronze sockets. The hooks of the pillars and their bands were silver.

11On the north side the hangings were one hundred cubits long, with twenty pillars and their twenty bronze sockets. The hooks of the pillars and their bands were silver.

12And on the west side there were hangings of fifty cubits, with ten pillars and their ten sockets. The hooks of the pillars and their bands were silver.

13For the east side the hangings were fifty cubits.

14The hangings of one side of the gate were fifteen cubits long, with their three pillars and their three sockets, 

15and the same for the other side of the court gate; on this side and that were hangings of fifteen cubits, with their three pillars and their three sockets.

16All the hangings of the court all around were of fine woven linen.

17The sockets for the pillars were bronze, the hooks of the pillars and their bands were silver, and the overlay of their capitals was silver; and all the pillars of the court had bands of silver.

18The screen for the gate of the court was woven of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and of fine woven linen. The length was twenty cubits, and the height along its width was five cubits, corresponding to the hangings of the court.

19And there were four pillars with their four sockets of bronze; their hooks were silver, and the overlay of their capitals and their bands was silver.

20All the pegs of the tabernacle, and of the court all around, were bronze.

The Sum of Materials

21This is the inventory of the tabernacle, the tabernacle of the Testimony, which was counted according to the commandment of Moses, for the service of the Levites, by the hand of Ithamar, son of Aaron the priest.

22RBezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made all that the LORD had commanded Moses. 

23And with him was RAholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, an engraver and designer, a weaver of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and of fine linen. 

24All the gold that was used in all the work of the holy place, that is, the gold of the Roffering, was twenty-nine talents and seven hundred and thirty shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary. 

25And the silver from those who were Rnumbered of the congregation was one hundred talents and one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary: 

26Ra bekah for each man (that is, half a shekel, according to the shekel of the sanctuary), for everyone included in the numbering from twenty years old and above, for Rsix hundred and three thousand, five hundred and fifty men. 

27And from the hundred talents of silver were cast Rthe sockets of the sanctuary and the bases of the veil: one hundred sockets from the hundred talents, one talent for each socket. 

28Then from the one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five shekels he made hooks for the pillars, overlaid their capitals, and Rmade bands for them. 

29The offering of bronze was seventy talents and two thousand four hundred shekels.

30And with it he made the sockets for the door of the tabernacle of meeting, the bronze altar, the bronze grating for it, and all the utensils for the altar, 

31the sockets for the court all around, the bases for the court gate, all the pegs for the tabernacle, and all the pegs for the court all around.




CHAPTER 39

The Clothes for the Priest

1Of the Rblue, purple, and scarlet thread they made garments of ministry, * for ministering in the holy place, and made the holy garments for Aaron, Ras the LORD had commanded Moses. 

2RHe made the Rephod of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and of fine woven linen. 

3And they beat the gold into thin sheets and cut it into threads, to work it in with the blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and the fine linen, into artistic designs.

4They made shoulder straps for it to couple it together; it was coupled together at its two edges.

5And the intricately woven band of his ephod that was on it was of the same workmanship, woven of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and of fine woven linen, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

6RAnd they set onyx stones, enclosed in Tsettings of gold; they were engraved, as signets are engraved, with the names of the sons of Israel. 

7He put them on the shoulders of the ephod as memorial stones for the sons of Israel, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

8And he made the breastplate, artistically woven like the workmanship of the ephod, of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and of fine woven linen.

9They made the breastplate square by doubling it; a span was its length and a span its width when doubled.

10RAnd they set in it four rows of stones: a row with a sardius, a topaz, and an emerald was the first row; 

11the second row, a turquoise, a sapphire, and a diamond;

12the third row, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst;

13the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They were enclosed in settings of gold in their mountings.

14There were Rtwelve stones according to the names of the sons of Israel: according to their names, engraved like a signet, each one with its own name according to the twelve tribes.

15And they made chains for the breastplate at the ends, like braided cords of pure gold.

16They also made two settings of gold and two gold rings, and put the two rings on the two ends of the breastplate.

17And they put the two braided chains of gold in the two rings on the ends of the breastplate.

18The two ends of the two braided chains they fastened in the two settings, and put them on the shoulder straps of the ephod in the front.

19And they made two rings of gold and put them on the two ends of the breastplate, on the edge of it, which was on the inward side of the ephod.

20They made two other gold rings and put them on the two shoulder straps, underneath the ephod toward its front, right at the seam above the intricately woven band of the ephod.

21And they bound the breastplate by means of its rings to the rings of the ephod with a blue cord, so that it would be above the intricately woven band of the ephod, and that the breastplate would not come loose from the ephod, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

22RHe made the Rrobe of the ephod of woven work, all of blue. 

23And there was an opening in the middle of the robe, like the opening in a coat of mail, with a woven binding all around the opening, so that it would not tear.

24They made on the hem of the robe pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet, and of fine woven linen.

25And they made Rbells of pure gold, and put the bells between the pomegranates on the hem of the robe all around between the pomegranates: 

26a bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate, all around the hem of the robe to Tminister in, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

27They made tunics, artistically woven of fine linen, for Aaron and his sons, 

28Ra turban of fine linen, exquisite hats of fine linen, Rshort trousers of fine woven linen, 

29and a sash of fine woven linen with blue, purple, and scarlet thread, made by a weaver, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

30Then they made the plate of the holy crown of pure gold, and wrote on it an inscription like the engraving of a signet:

HOLINESS TO THE LORD.

31And they tied to it a blue cord, to fasten it above on the turban, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

The Tabernacle Is Inspected by Moses

32Thus all the work of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting was Rfinished. And the children of Israel did Raccording to all that the LORD had commanded Moses; so they did. 

33And they brought the tabernacle to Moses, the tent and all its furnishings: its clasps, its boards, its bars, its pillars, and its sockets;

34the covering of ram skins dyed red, the covering of badger skins, and the veil of the covering;

35the ark of the Testimony with its poles, and the mercy seat;

36the table, all its utensils, and the Rshowbread; 

37the pure gold lampstand with its lamps (the lamps set in order), all its utensils, and the oil for light;

38the gold altar, the anointing oil, and the sweet incense; the screen for the tabernacle door;

39the bronze altar, its grate of bronze, its poles, and all its utensils; the laver with its base;

40the hangings of the court, its pillars and its sockets, the screen for the court gate, its cords, and its pegs; all the utensils for the service of the tabernacle, for the tent of meeting;

41and the garments of ministry, * to Tminister in the holy place: the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and his sons’ garments, to minister as priests. 

42According to all that the LORD had commanded Moses, so the children of Israel Rdid all the work. 

43Then Moses looked over all the work, and indeed they had done it; as the LORD had commanded, just so they had done it. And Moses Rblessed them. 




CHAPTER 40

The Tabernacle Is Erected

1Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2“On the first day of the Rfirst month you shall set up Rthe tabernacle of the tent of meeting. 

3R“You shall put in it the ark of the Testimony, and Tpartition off the ark with the veil.

4R“You shall bring in the table and arrange the things that are to be set in order on it; and you shall bring in the lampstand and Tlight its lamps. 

5R“You shall also set the altar of gold for the incense before the ark of the Testimony, and put up the screen for the door of the tabernacle.

6“Then you shall set the Raltar of the burnt offering before the door of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. 

7“And Ryou shall set the laver between the tabernacle of meeting and the altar, and put water in it.

8“You shall set up the court all around, and hang up the screen at the court gate.

9“And you shall take the anointing oil, and Ranoint the tabernacle and all that is in it; and you shall hallow it and all its utensils, and it shall be holy. 

10“You shall anoint the altar of the burnt offering and all its utensils, and consecrate the altar. The altar shall be most holy.

11“And you shall anoint the laver and its base, and consecrate it.

12R“Then you shall bring Aaron and his sons to the door of the tabernacle of meeting and wash them with water. 

13“You shall put the holy garments on Aaron, and anoint him and consecrate him, that he may minister to Me as priest.

14“And you shall bring his sons and clothe them with tunics.

15“You shall anoint them, as you anointed their father, that they may minister to Me as priests; for their anointing shall surely be Ran everlasting priesthood throughout their generations.” 

16Thus Moses did; according to all that the LORD had commanded him, so he did.

17And it came to pass in the first month of the second year, on the first day of the month, that the tabernacle was raised up.

18So Moses raised up the tabernacle, fastened its sockets, set up its boards, put in its bars, and raised up its pillars.

19And he spread out the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent on top of it, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

20He took Rthe Testimony and put it into the ark, inserted the poles through the rings of the ark, and put the mercy seat on top of the ark. 

21And he brought the ark into the tabernacle, Rhung up the veil of the covering, and partitioned off the ark of the Testimony, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

22RHe put the table in the tabernacle of meeting, on the north side of the tabernacle, outside the veil; 

23Rand he set the bread in order upon it before the LORD, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

24RHe put the lampstand in the tabernacle of meeting, across from the table, on the south side of the tabernacle; 

25and Rhe lit the lamps before the LORD, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

26RHe put the gold altar in the tabernacle of meeting in front of the veil; 

27Rand he burned sweet incense on it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

28RHe hung up the screen at the door of the tabernacle. 

29RAnd he put the altar of burnt offering before the door of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, and offered upon it the burnt offering and the grain offering, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

30RHe set the laver between the tabernacle of meeting and the altar, and put water there for washing; 

31and Moses, Aaron, and his sons would Rwash their hands and their feet with water from it. 

32Whenever they went into the tabernacle of meeting, and when they came near the altar, they washed, Ras the LORD had commanded Moses. 

33RAnd he raised up the court all around the tabernacle and the altar, and hung up the screen of the court gate. So Moses Rfinished the work. 

God Fills the Tabernacle with His Glory

34Then the Rcloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the Rglory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 

35And Moses Rwas not able to enter the tabernacle of meeting, because the cloud rested above it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 

36Whenever the cloud was taken up from above the tabernacle, the children of Israel would go onward in all their journeys.

37But Rif the cloud was not taken up, then they did not journey till the day that it was taken up. 

38For Rthe cloud of the LORD was above the tabernacle by day, and fire was over it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys. 

Weights


Unit • Weight • Equivalents • Translations

Jewish Weights •____ •____• _____

Talent • c. 75 pounds for common talent, c. 150 pounds for royal talent • 60 minas; 3,000 shekels • talent

Mina • 1.25 pounds • 50 shekels • mina

Shekel • c. .4 ounce (11.4 grams) for common shekel • 2 bekas; 20 gerahs • shekel

 c. .8 ounce for royal shekel •____• _____

Beka • c. .2 ounce (5.7 grams) • 1¼2 shekel; 10 gerahs • half a shekel

Gerah • c. .02 ounce (.57 grams) • 1¼20 shekel • gerah

Roman Weight •____ •____• _____

Litra • 12 ounces •____• pound





The Third Book of Moses Called Leviticus
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THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS

Leviticus is God’s guidebook for His newly redeemed people, showing them how to worship, serve, and obey a holy God. Fellowship with God through sacrifice and obedience shows the awesome holiness of the God of Israel. Indeed, “‘you shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy’” (19:2).

Leviticus focuses on the worship and walk of the nation of God. In Exodus, Israel was redeemed and established as a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. Leviticus shows how God’s people are to fulfill their priestly calling.

The Hebrew title is Wayyiqra, “And He Called.” The Talmud refers to Leviticus as the “Law of the Priests, ” and the “Law of the Offerings.” The Greek title appearing in the Septuagint is Leuitikon, “That Which Pertains to the Levites.” From this word, the Latin Vulgate derived its name Leviticus, which was adopted as the English title. This title is slightly misleading because the book does not deal with the Levites as a whole but more with the priests, a segment of the Levites.
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THE AUTHOR OF LEVITICUS

The kind of arguments used to confirm the Mosaic authorship of Genesis and Exodus also apply to Leviticus because the Pentateuch is a literary unit. In addition to these arguments, others include the following:

External Evidence: (1) A uniform ancient testimony supports the Mosaic authorship of Leviticus. (2) Ancient parallels to the Levitical system of trespass offerings have been found in the Ras Shamra Tablets dating from about 1400 B.C. and discovered on the coast of northern Syria. (3) Christ ascribes the Pentateuch (which includes Leviticus) to Moses (cf. Matt. 8:2–4 and Lev. 14:1–4; Matt. 12:4 and Lev. 24:9; see also Luke 2:22).

Internal Evidence: (1) Fifty-six times in the twenty-seven chapters of Leviticus it is stated that God imparted these laws to Moses (see 1:1; 4:1; 6:1, 24; 8:1). (2) The Levitical Code fits the time of Moses. Economic, civil, moral, and religious considerations show it to be ancient. Many of the laws are also related to a migratory lifestyle.
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THE TIME OF LEVITICUS

No geographical movement takes place in Leviticus: the children of Israel remain camped at the foot of Mount Sinai (25:1, 2; 26:46; 27:34). The new calendar of Israel begins with the first Passover (Ex. 12:2): and, according to Exodus 40:17, the tabernacle is completed exactly one year later.

Leviticus picks up the story at this point, and its events occur in the first month of the second year. Numbers 1:1 opens at the beginning of the second month. Moses probably wrote much of Leviticus during that first month and may have put it in its final form shortly before his death in Moab, about 1405 B.C.
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THE CHRIST OF LEVITICUS

The Book of Leviticus is replete with types and allusions to the Person and work of Jesus Christ. Some of the more important include: (1) The five offerings: The burnt offering typifies Christ’s total offering in submission to His Father’s will. The meal offering typifies Christ’s sinless service. The peace offering is a type of the fellowship believers have with God through the work of the Cross. The sin offering typifies Christ as our guilt-bearer. The trespass offering typifies Christ’s payment for the damage of sin. (2) The high priest: There are several comparisons and contrasts between Aaron, the first high priest, and Christ, our eternal High Priest. (3) The seven feasts: Passover speaks of the substitutionary death of the Lamb of God. Christ died on the day of Passover. Unleavened Bread speaks of the holy walk of the believer (1 Cor. 5:6–8). Firstfruits speaks of Christ’s resurrection as the firstfruits of the resurrection of all believers (1 Cor. 15:20–23). Christ rose on the Day of the Firstfruits. Pentecost speaks of the descent of the Holy Spirit after Christ’s ascension. Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and Tabernacles speak of events associated with the second advent of Christ. This may be why these three are separated by a long gap from the first four in Israel’s annual cycle.
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KEYS TO LEVITICUS

Key Word: Holiness—Leviticus centers on the concept of the holiness of God and how an unholy people can acceptably approach Him and then remain in continued fellowship. The way to God is only through blood sacrifice, and the walk with God is only through obedience to His laws.

Key Verses: Leviticus 17:11; 20:7, 8—“‘For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul’” (17:11).

“Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am the LORD your God. And you shall keep My statutes, and perform them: I am the LORD who sanctifies you” (20:7, 8).

Key Chapter: Leviticus 16—The Day of Atonement (“Yom Kippur”) was the most important single day in the Hebrew calendar as it was the only day the high priest entered into the Most Holy Place to “make atonement for you, to cleanse you, that you may be clean from all your sins before the LORD” (16:30).
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SURVEY OF LEVITICUS

It has been said that it took God only one night to get Israel out of Egypt, but it took forty years to get Egypt out of Israel. In Exodus, Israel is redeemed and established as a kingdom of priests and a holy nation; and in Leviticus, Israel is taught how to fulfill their priestly call. They have been led out from the land of bondage in Exodus and into the sanctuary of God in Leviticus. They move from redemption to service, from deliverance to dedication. This book serves as a handbook for the Levitical priesthood, giving instructions and regulations for worship. Used to guide a newly redeemed people into worship, service, and obedience to God, Leviticus falls into two major sections: (1) sacrifice (1–17) and (2) sanctification (18–27).

Sacrifice (1–17): This section teaches that God must be approached by the sacrificial offerings (1–7), by the mediation of the priesthood (8–10), by the purification of the nation from uncleanness (11–15), and by the provision for national cleansing and fellowship (16 and 17). The blood sacrifices remind the worshipers that because of sin the holy God requires the costly gift of life (17:11). The blood of the innocent sacrificial animal becomes the substitute for the life of the guilty offerer: “without shedding of blood there is no remission” (Heb. 9:22).

Sanctification (18–27): The Israelites serve a holy God who requires them to be holy as well. To be holy means to be “set apart” or “separated.” They are to be separated from other nations unto God. In Leviticus the idea of holiness appears eighty-seven times, sometimes indicating ceremonial holiness (ritual requirements) and at other times moral holiness (purity of life). This sanctification extends to the people of Israel (18–20), the priesthood (21 and 22), their worship (23 and 24), their life in Canaan (25 and 26), and their special vows (27). It is necessary to remove the defilement that separates the people from God so that they can have a walk of fellowship with their Redeemer.
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OUTLINE OF LEVITICUS

Part One: The Laws of Acceptable Approach to God: Sacrifice (1:1–17:16)

I. The Laws of Acceptable Approach to God … 1:1–7:38

A. Laws of Approach to God When in Fellowship … 1:1–3:17

1. The Burnt Offering … 1:1–17

2. The Grain Offering … 2:1–16

3. The Peace Offering … 3:1–17

B. Laws of Approach to God When Out of Fellowship … 4:1–6:7

1. The Sin Offering … 4:1–5:13

2. The Trespass Offering … 5:14–6:7

C. Laws for Administering Offering … 6:8–7:38

1. The Burnt Offering … 6:8–13

2. The Grain Offering … 6:14–23

3. The Sin Offering … 6:24–30

4. The Trespass Offering … 7:1–10

5. The Peace Offering … 7:11–36

6. The Summary of the Offerings … 7:37, 38

II. The Laws of the Priests … 8:1–10:20

A. The Consecration of the Priesthood … 8:1–36

1. Consecration Commanded by God … 8:1–5

2. Cleansing the Priests with Water … 8:6

3. Special Garments … 8:7–9

4. Anointing with Oil … 8:10–13

5. Consecrating with Blood … 8:14–30

6. The Priests Are to Remain in the Tabernacle … 8:31–36

B. The Ministry of the Priesthood … 9:1–24

1. Offerings for the Priest … 9:1–14

2. Offerings for the People … 9:15–21

3. The Lord Accepts the Offerings … 9:22–24

C. Failure of the Priesthood … 10:1–20

1. The Sin of Nadab and Abihu … 10:1–11

2. The Sin of Eleazar and Ithamar … 10:12–20

III. The Laws of Israel Regarding Purity … 11:1–15:33

A. Laws Concerning Clean and Unclean Food … 11:1–47

1. Animals of the Earth … 11:1–8

2. Living Things in the Waters … 11:9–12

3. Birds of the Air … 11:13–19

4. Winged Insects … 11:20–23

5. The Carcasses of the Unclean Animals … 11:24–28

6. Creeping Things … 11:29–38

7. The Carcasses of the Clean Animals … 11:39, 40

8. The Purpose of Dietary Laws … 11:41–47

B. Laws Concerning Childbirth … 12:1–8

C. Laws Concerning Leprosy … 13:1–14:57

1. Laws Concerning the Examination of Leprosy … 13:1–59

2. Laws Concerning the Cleansing of Leprosy … 14:1–57

D. Laws Concerning Discharge … 15:1–33

1. Discharges of the Man … 15:1–18

2. Discharges of the Woman … 15:19–30

3. The Purpose of the Laws of Discharges … 15:31–33

IV. The Laws of National Atonement … 16:1–17:16

A. Laws Concerning National Cleansing Through the Day of Atonement … 16:1–34

1. Preparation of the High Priest … 16:1–5

2. Identification of the Sacrifices … 16:6–10

3. Atonement for the Priest … 16:11–14

4. Atonement for the Tabernacle … 16:15–19

5. Atonement for the People … 16:20–28

6. Purpose of the Day of Atonement … 16:29–34

B. Laws Concerning the Location of Sacrifices … 17:1–9

C. Laws Concerning the Use of Blood … 17:10–16

Part Two: The Laws of Acceptable Walk with God: Sanctification (18:1–27:34)

I. The Laws of Sanctification for the People … 18:1–20:27

A. Laws of Sexual Sin … 18:1–30

B. Laws of Social Order … 19:1–37

C. Laws of Penalties … 20:1–27

1. The Penalty for Worshiping Molech … 20:1–5

2. The Penalty for Consulting Spirits … 20:6–8

3. The Penalty for Cursing Parents … 20:9

4. The Penalty for Committing Sexual Sins … 20:10–21

5. The Purpose of the Laws of Sanctification of the People … 20:22–27

II. The Laws of Sanctification for the Priesthood … 21:1–22:33

A. Prohibited Practices of the Priests … 21:1–15

1. Laws Concerning Priests … 21:1–9

2. Laws Concerning the High Priest … 21:10–15

B. People Prohibited from the Priesthood … 21:16–24

C. Things Prohibited of the Priesthood … 22:1–16

D. Sacrifices Prohibited of the Priesthood … 22:17–30

E. The Purpose of the Laws of the Priesthood … 22:31–33

III. The Laws of Sanctification in Worship … 23:1–24:23

A. Laws of the Sanctified Feasts of Worship … 23:1–44

1. The Weekly Sabbath … 23:1–3

2. Yearly Feasts … 23:4–44

B. Laws of the Sanctified Elements of Worship … 24:1–9

1. Oil for the Lamps … 24:1–4

2. The Showbread … 24:5–9

C. Law of the Sanctified Name of God … 24:10–23

IV. The Laws of Sanctification in the Land of Canaan … 25:1–26:46

A. Laws of the Sanctification of the Land of Canaan … 25:1–55

1. Law of the Sabbath Year … 25:1–7

2. Law of the Year of Jubilee … 25:8–55

B. Results of Obedience and Disobedience in the Land of Canaan … 26:1–46

1. Basic Requirements of Obedience … 26:1, 2

2. Conditions and Results of Obedience … 26:3–13

3. Conditions and Results of Disobedience … 26:14–39

4. The Promise of Restoration … 26:40–46

V. The Laws of Sanctification Through Vows … 27:1–34

A. The Special Consecrating of Acceptable Things … 27:1–25

1. Consecration of Persons … 27:1–8

2. Consecration of Animals … 27:9–13

3. Consecration of Houses … 27:14, 15

4. Consecration of Fields … 27:16–25

B. Things Excluded from Consecration … 27:26–33

1. Firstborn Clean Animals … 27:26, 27

2. Devoted Things … 27:28, 29

3. Tithes … 27:30–33

C. The Conclusion of Leviticus … 27:34




CHAPTER 1

The Burnt Offering

1Now the LORD Rcalled to Moses, and spoke to him Rfrom the tabernacle of meeting, saying, 

2“Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: R‘When any one of you brings an offering to the LORD, you shall bring your offering of the livestock—of the herd and of the flock.

3‘If his offering is a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male Rwithout blemish; he shall offer it of his own free will at the door of the tabernacle of meeting before the LORD.

4R‘Then he shall put his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be Raccepted on his behalf to make atonement for him.

5‘He shall kill the Rbull before the LORD; and the priests, Aaron’s sons, shall bring the blood Rand sprinkle the blood all around on the altar that is by the door of the tabernacle of meeting.

6‘And he shall Rskin the burnt offering and cut it into its pieces.

7‘The sons of Aaron the priest shall put Rfire on the altar, and Rlay the wood in order on the fire.

8‘Then the priests, Aaron’s sons, shall lay the parts, the head, and the fat in order on the wood that is on the fire upon the altar;

9‘but he shall wash its entrails and its legs with water. And the priest shall burn all on the altar as a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD.

10‘If his offering is of the flocks—of the sheep or of the goats—as a burnt sacrifice, he shall bring a male without blemish.

11R‘He shall kill it on the north side of the altar before the LORD; and the priests, Aaron’s sons, shall sprinkle its blood all around on the altar.

12‘And he shall cut it into its pieces, with its head and its fat; and the priest shall lay them in order on the wood that is on the fire upon the altar;

13‘but he shall wash the entrails and the legs with water. Then the priest shall bring it all and burn it on the altar; it is a burnt sacrifice, an Roffering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD.

14‘And if the burnt sacrifice of his offering to the LORD is of birds, then he shall bring his offering of turtledoves or young pigeons.

15‘The priest shall bring it to the altar, Twring off its head, and burn it on the altar; its blood shall be drained out at the side of the altar.

16‘And he shall remove its crop with its feathers and cast it Rbeside the altar on the east side, into the place for ashes.

17‘Then he shall split it at its wings, but Rshall not divide it completely; and the priest shall burn it on the altar, on the wood that is on the fire. RIt is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD.




CHAPTER 2

The Grain Offering

1‘WHEN anyone offers Ra grain offering to the LORD, his offering shall be of fine flour. And he shall pour oil on it, and put Rfrankincense on it.

2‘He shall bring it to Aaron’s sons, the priests, one of whom shall take from it his handful of fine flour and oil with all the frankincense. And the priest shall burn Rit as a memorial on the altar, an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD.

3R‘The rest of the grain offering shall be Aaron’s and his sons’. It is most holy of the offerings to the LORD made by fire.

4‘And if you bring as an offering a grain offering baked in the oven, it shall be unleavened cakes of fine flour mixed with oil, or unleavened wafers anointed with oil.

5‘But if your offering is a grain offering baked in a Tpan, it shall be of fine flour, unleavened, mixed with oil.

6‘You shall break it in pieces and pour oil on it; it is a grain offering.

7‘If your offering is a grain offering baked in a Rcovered pan, it shall be made of fine flour with oil.

8‘You shall bring the grain offering that is made of these things to the LORD. And when it is presented to the priest, he shall bring it to the altar.

9‘Then the priest shall take from the grain offering a memorial portion, and burn it on the altar. It is an Roffering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD.

10‘And Rwhat is left of the grain offering shall be Aaron’s and his sons’. It is most holy of the offerings to the LORD made by fire.

11‘No grain offering which you bring to the LORD shall be made with leaven, for you shall burn no leaven nor any honey in any offering to the LORD made by fire.

12R‘As for the offering of the firstfruits, you shall offer them to the LORD, but they shall not be burned on the altar for a sweet aroma.

13‘And every offering of your grain offering Ryou shall season with salt; you shall not allow the salt of the covenant of your God to be lacking from your grain offering. With all your offerings you shall offer salt.

14‘If you offer a grain offering of your firstfruits to the LORD, Ryou shall offer for the grain offering of your firstfruits green heads of grain roasted on the fire, grain beaten from Rfull heads.

15‘And you shall put oil on it, and lay frankincense on it. It is a grain offering.

16‘Then the priest shall burn Rthe memorial portion: part of its beaten grain and part of its oil, with all the frankincense, as an offering made by fire to the LORD.




CHAPTER 3

The Peace Offering

1‘WHEN his offering is a Rsacrifice of a peace offering, if he offers it of the herd, whether male or female, he shall offer it without blemish before the LORD.

2‘And Rhe shall lay his hand on the head of his offering, and kill it at the door of the tabernacle of meeting; and Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall Rsprinkle the blood all around on the altar.

3‘Then he shall offer from the sacrifice of the peace offering an offering made by fire to the LORD. The fat that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails, 

4‘the two kidneys and the fat that is on them by the flanks, and the fatty lobe attached to the liver above the kidneys, he shall remove;

5‘and Aaron’s sons shall burn it on the altar upon the burnt sacrifice, which is on the wood that is on the fire, as an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD.

6‘If his offering as a sacrifice of a peace offering to the LORD is of the flock, whether male or female, Rhe shall offer it without blemish.

7‘If he offers a lamb as his offering, then he shall Roffer it before the LORD.

8‘And he shall lay his hand on the head of his offering, and kill it before the tabernacle of meeting; and Aaron’s sons shall sprinkle its blood all around on the altar.

9‘Then he shall offer from the sacrifice of the peace offering, as an offering made by fire to the LORD, its fat and the whole fat tail which he shall remove close to the backbone. And the fat that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails, 

10‘the two kidneys and the fat that is on them by the flanks, and the fatty lobe attached to the liver above the kidneys, he shall remove;

11‘and the priest shall burn them on the altar as Rfood, an offering made by fire to the LORD.

12‘And if his Roffering is a goat, then he shall offer it before the LORD.

13‘He shall lay his hand on its head and kill it before the tabernacle of meeting; and the sons of Aaron shall sprinkle its blood all around on the altar.

14‘Then he shall offer from it his offering, as an offering made by fire to the LORD. The fat that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails, 

15‘the two kidneys and the fat that is on them by the flanks, and the fatty lobe attached to the liver above the kidneys, he shall remove;

16‘and the priest shall burn them on the altar as food, an offering made by fire for a sweet aroma; all the fat is the LORD’s.

17‘This shall be a Rperpetual statute throughout your generations in all your dwellings: you shall eat neither fat nor blood.’”




CHAPTER 4

The Sin Offering

1Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to the children of Israel, saying: R‘If a person sins Tunintentionally against any of the commandments of the LORD in anything which ought not to be done, and does any of them, 

3R‘if the anointed priest sins, bringing guilt on the people, then let him offer to the LORD for his sin which he has sinned Ra young bull without blemish as a Rsin offering.

4‘He shall bring the bull Rto the door of the tabernacle of meeting before the LORD, lay his hand on the bull’s head, and kill the bull before the LORD.

5‘Then the anointed priest Rshall take some of the bull’s blood and bring it to the tabernacle of meeting.

6‘The priest shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle some of the blood seven times before the LORD, in front of the Rveil of the sanctuary.

7‘And the priest shall put some of the blood on the horns of the altar of sweet incense before the LORD, which is in the tabernacle of meeting; and he shall pour the remaining blood of the bull at the base of the altar of the burnt offering, which is at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.

8‘He shall take from it all the fat of the bull as the sin offering. The fat that covers the entrails and all the fat which is on the entrails, 

9‘the two kidneys and the fat that is on them by the flanks, and the fatty lobe attached to the liver above the kidneys, he shall remove, 

10R‘as it was taken from the bull of the sacrifice of the peace offering; and the priest shall burn them on the altar of the burnt offering.

11R‘But the bull’s hide and all its flesh, with its head and legs, its entrails and offal—

12‘the whole bull he shall carry outside the camp to a clean place, where the ashes are poured out, and Rburn it on wood with fire; where the ashes are poured out it shall be burned. 

13‘Now if the whole congregation of Israel sins unintentionally, and the thing is hidden from the eyes of the assembly, and they have done something against any of the commandments of the LORD in anything which should not be done, and are guilty;

14‘when the sin which they have committed becomes known, then the assembly shall offer a young bull for the sin, and bring it before the tabernacle of meeting.

15‘And the elders of the congregation Rshall lay their hands on the head of the bull before the LORD. Then the bull shall be killed before the LORD.

16‘The anointed priest shall bring some of the bull’s blood to the tabernacle of meeting.

17‘Then the priest shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle it seven times before the LORD, in front of the veil.

18‘And he shall put some of the blood on the horns of the altar which is before the LORD, which is in the tabernacle of meeting; and he shall pour the remaining blood at the base of the altar of burnt offering, which is at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.

19‘He shall take all the fat from it and burn it on the altar.

20‘And he shall do with the bull as he did with the bull as a sin offering; thus he shall do with it. So the priest shall make atonement for them, and it shall be forgiven them.

21‘Then he shall carry the bull outside the camp, and burn it as he burned the first bull. It is a sin offering for the assembly.

22‘When a Truler has sinned, and Rdone something unintentionally against any of the commandments of the LORD his God in anything which should not be done, and is guilty, 

23‘or Rif his sin which he has committed Tcomes to his knowledge, he shall bring as his offering a kid of the goats, a male without blemish.

24‘And Rhe shall lay his hand on the head of the goat, and kill it at the place where they kill the burnt offering before the LORD. It is a sin offering.

25R‘The priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger, put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and pour its blood at the base of the altar of burnt offering.

26‘And he shall burn all its fat on the altar, like Rthe fat of the sacrifice of the peace offering. RSo the priest shall make atonement for him concerning his sin, and it shall be forgiven him.

27R‘If Tanyone of the common people sins unintentionally by doing something against any of the commandments of the LORD in anything which ought not to be done, and is guilty, 

28‘or Rif his sin which he has committed comes to his knowledge, then he shall bring as his offering a kid of the goats, a female without blemish, for his sin which he has committed.

29R‘And he shall lay his hand on the head of the sin offering, and kill the sin offering at the place of the burnt offering.

30‘Then the priest shall take some of its blood with his finger, put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and pour all the remaining blood at the base of the altar.

31R‘He shall remove all its fat, as fat is removed from the sacrifice of the peace offering; and the priest shall burn it on the altar for a Rsweet aroma to the LORD. So the priest shall make atonement for him, and it shall be forgiven him.

32‘If he brings a lamb as his sin offering, he shall bring a female without blemish.

33‘Then he shall Rlay his hand on the head of the sin offering, and kill it as a sin offering at the place where they kill the burnt offering.

34‘The priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger, put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and pour all the remaining blood at the base of the altar.

35‘He shall remove all its fat, as the fat of the lamb is removed from the sacrifice of the peace offering. Then the priest shall burn it on the altar, according to the offerings made by fire to the LORD. So the priest shall make atonement for his sin that he has committed, and it shall be forgiven him.




CHAPTER 5

1‘IF a person sins in Rhearing the utterance of an oath, and is a witness, whether he has seen or known of the matter—if he does not tell it, he bears guilt.

2‘Or Rif a person touches any unclean thing, whether it is the carcass of an unclean beast, or the carcass of unclean livestock, or the carcass of unclean creeping things, and he is unaware of it, he also shall be unclean and guilty.

3‘Or if he touches human uncleanness—whatever uncleanness with which a man may be defiled, and he is unaware of it—when he realizes it, then he shall be guilty.

4‘Or if a person swears, speaking thoughtlessly with his lips Rto do evil or Rto do good, whatever it is that a man may pronounce by an oath, and he is unaware of it—when he realizes it, then he shall be guilty in any of these matters.

5‘And it shall be, when he is guilty in any of these matters, that he shall Rconfess that he has sinned in that thing;

6‘and he shall bring his trespass offering to the LORD for his sin which he has committed, a female from the flock, a lamb or a kid of the goats as a sin offering. So the priest shall make atonement for him concerning his sin.

7‘If he is not able to bring a lamb, then he shall bring to the LORD, for his trespass which he has committed, two Rturtledoves or two young pigeons: one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering.

8‘And he shall bring them to the priest, who shall offer that which is for the sin offering first, and wring off its head from its neck, but shall not divide it completely.

9‘Then he shall sprinkle some of the blood of the sin offering on the side of the altar, and the Rrest of the blood shall be drained out at the base of the altar. It is a sin offering.

10‘And he shall offer the second as a burnt offering according to the prescribed manner. So the priest shall make atonement on his behalf for his sin which he has committed, and it shall be forgiven him.

11‘But if he is not able to bring two turtledoves or two young pigeons, then he who sinned shall bring for his offering one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour as a sin offering. He shall put no oil on it, nor shall he put frankincense on it, for it is a sin offering.

12‘Then he shall bring it to the priest, and the priest shall take his handful of it Ras a memorial portion, and burn it on the altar according to the offerings made by fire to the LORD. It is a sin offering.

13R‘The priest shall make atonement for him, for his sin that he has committed in any of these matters; and it shall be forgiven him. RThe rest shall be the priest’s as a grain offering.’”

The Trespass Offering

14Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

15R“If a person commits a trespass, and sins unintentionally in regard to the holy things of the LORD, then Rhe shall bring to the LORD as his trespass offering a ram without blemish from the flocks, with your valuation in shekels of silver according to Rthe shekel of the sanctuary, as a trespass offering.

16“And he shall make restitution for the harm that he has done in regard to the holy thing, and shall add one-fifth to it and give it to the priest. So the priest shall make atonement for him with the ram of the trespass offering, and it shall be forgiven him.

17“If a person sins, and commits any of these things which are forbidden to be done by the commandments of the LORD, Rthough he does not know it, yet he is guilty and shall bear his iniquity.

18“And he shall bring to the priest a ram without blemish from the flock, with your valuation, as a trespass offering. So the priest shall make atonement for him regarding his ignorance in which he erred and did not know it, and it shall be forgiven him.

19“It is a trespass offering; he has certainly trespassed against the LORD.”




CHAPTER 6

1And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2“If a person sins and Rcommits a trespass against the LORD by Rlying to his neighbor about what was delivered to him for safekeeping, or about a pledge, or about a robbery, or if he has Rextorted from his neighbor, 

3“or if he Rhas found what was lost and lies concerning it, and Rswears falsely—in any one of these things that a man may do in which he sins:

4“then it shall be, because he has sinned and is guilty, that he shall Trestore Rwhat he has stolen, or the thing which he has extorted, or what was delivered to him for safekeeping, or the lost thing which he found, 

5“or all that about which he has sworn falsely. He shall Rrestore its full value, add one-fifth more to it, and give it to whomever it belongs, on the day of his trespass offering.

6“And he shall bring his trespass offering to the LORD, Ra ram without blemish from the flock, with your Tvaluation, as a trespass offering, to the priest.

7“So the priest shall make atonement for him before the LORD, and he shall be forgiven for any one of these things that he may have done in which he trespasses.”

The Burnt Offering

8Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

9“Command Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘This is the law of the burnt offering: The burnt offering shall be on the hearth upon the altar all night until morning, and the fire of the altar shall be kept burning on it.

10R‘And the priest shall put on his linen garment, and his linen trousers he shall put on his body, and take up the ashes of the burnt offering which the fire has consumed on the altar, and he shall put them Rbeside the altar.

11‘Then he shall take off his garments, put on other garments, and carry the ashes outside the camp to a clean place.

12‘And the fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it; it shall not be put out. And the priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and lay the burnt offering in order on it; and he shall burn on it Rthe fat of the peace offerings.

13‘A fire shall always be burning on the Raltar; it shall never go out.

The Grain Offering

14‘This is the law of the grain offering: The sons of Aaron shall offer it on the altar before the LORD.

15‘He shall take from it his handful of the fine flour of the grain offering, with its oil, and all the frankincense which is on the grain offering, and shall burn it on the altar for a sweet aroma, as a memorial to the LORD.

16‘And the remainder of it Aaron and his sons shall eat; with unleavened bread it shall be eaten in a holy place; in the court of the tabernacle of meeting they shall eat it.

17‘It shall not be baked with leaven. I have given it as their portion of My offerings made by fire; it is most holy, like the sin offering and the Rtrespass offering.

18‘All the males among the children of Aaron may eat it. It shall be a statute forever in your generations concerning the offerings made by fire to the LORD. Everyone who touches them must be holy.’”*

19And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

20R“This is the offering of Aaron and his sons, which they shall offer to the LORD, beginning on the day when he is anointed: one-tenth of an Rephah of fine flour as a daily grain offering, half of it in the morning and half of it at night.

21“It shall be made in a pan with oil. When it is mixed, you shall bring it in. The baked pieces of the grain offering you shall offer for a sweet aroma to the LORD.

22“The priest from among his sons, Rwho is anointed in his place, shall offer it. It is a statute forever to the LORD. RIt shall be Twholly burned.

23“For every grain offering for the priest shall be wholly burned. It shall not be eaten.”

The Sin Offering

24Also the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

25“Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying, ‘This is the law of the sin offering: RIn the place where the burnt offering is killed, the sin offering shall be killed before the LORD. It is most holy.

26‘The priest who offers it for sin shall eat it. In a holy place it shall be eaten, in the court of the tabernacle of meeting.

27R‘Everyone who touches its flesh must be holy.* And when its blood is sprinkled on any garment, you shall wash that on which it was sprinkled, in a holy place.

28‘But the earthen vessel in which it is boiled Rshall be broken. And if it is boiled in a bronze pot, it shall be both scoured and rinsed in water.

29‘All the males among the priests may eat it. It is most holy.

30‘But no sin offering from which any of the blood is brought into the tabernacle of meeting, to make atonement in the holy Rplace, * shall be Reaten. It shall be Rburned in the fire.




CHAPTER 7

The Trespass Offering

1‘LIKEWISE Rthis is the law of the trespass offering (it is most holy):

2‘In the place where they kill the burnt offering they shall kill the trespass offering. And its blood he shall sprinkle all around on the altar.

3‘And he shall offer from it all its fat. The fat tail and the fat that covers the entrails, 

4‘the two kidneys and the fat that is on them by the flanks, and the fatty lobe attached to the liver above the kidneys, he shall remove;

5‘and the priest shall burn them on the altar as an offering made by fire to the LORD. It is a trespass offering.

6R‘Every male among the priests may eat it. It shall be eaten in a holy place. RIt is most holy.

7R‘The trespass offering is like the sin offering; there is one law for them both: the priest who makes atonement with it shall have it.

8‘And the priest who offers anyone’s burnt offering, that priest shall have for himself the skin of the burnt offering which he has offered.

9‘Also Revery grain offering that is baked in the oven and all that is prepared in the covered pan, or Tin a pan, shall be the priest’s who offers it.

10‘Every grain offering, whether mixed with oil or dry, shall belong to all the sons of Aaron, to one as much as the other.

The Peace Offering

11‘This is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings which he shall offer to the LORD:

12‘If he offers it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer, with the sacrifice of thanksgiving, unleavened cakes mixed with oil, unleavened wafers Ranointed with oil, or cakes of blended flour mixed with oil.

13‘Besides the cakes, as his offering he shall offer leavened bread with the sacrifice of thanksgiving of his peace offering.

14‘And from it he shall offer one cake from each offering as a heave offering to the LORD. It shall belong to the priest who sprinkles the blood of the peace offering.

15R‘The flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offering for thanksgiving shall be eaten the same day it is offered. He shall not leave any of it until morning.

16‘But Rif the sacrifice of his offering is a vow or a voluntary offering, it shall be eaten the same day that he offers his sacrifice; but on the next day the remainder of it also may be eaten;

17‘the remainder of the flesh of the sacrifice on the third day must be burned with fire.

18‘And if any of the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offering is eaten at all on the third day, it shall not be accepted, nor shall it be Rimputed to him; it shall be an abomination to him who offers it, and the person who eats of it shall bear guilt.

19‘The flesh that touches any unclean thing shall not be eaten. It shall be burned with fire. And as for the clean flesh, all who are Tclean may eat of it.

20‘But the person who eats the flesh of the sacrifice of the peace offering that belongs to the RLORD, while he is unclean, that person shall be cut off from his people.

21‘Moreover the person who touches any unclean thing, such as Rhuman uncleanness, an unclean animal, or any Rabominable unclean thing, * and who eats the flesh of the sacrifice of the peace offering that belongs to the LORD, that person shall be cut off from his people.’”

22And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

23“Speak to the children of Israel, saying: R‘You shall not eat any fat, of ox or sheep or goat.

24‘And the fat of an animal that dies naturally, and the fat of what is torn by wild beasts, may be used in any other way; but you shall by no means eat it.

25‘For whoever eats the fat of the animal of which men offer an offering made by fire to the LORD, the person who eats it shall be cut off from his people.

26R‘Moreover you shall not eat any blood in any of your dwellings, whether of bird or beast.

27‘Whoever eats any blood, that person shall be cut off from his people.’”

28Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

29“Speak to the children of Israel, saying: R‘He who offers the sacrifice of his peace offering to the LORD shall bring his offering to the LORD from the sacrifice of his peace offering.

30‘His own hands shall bring the offerings made by fire to the LORD. The fat with the breast he shall bring, that the breast may be waved as a wave offering before the LORD.

31R‘And the priest shall burn the fat on the altar, but the Rbreast shall be Aaron’s and his sons’.

32R‘Also the right thigh you shall give to the priest as a heave offering from the sacrifices of your peace offerings.

33‘He among the sons of Aaron, who offers the blood of the peace offering and the fat, shall have the right thigh for his part.

34‘For Rthe breast of the wave offering and the thigh of the heave offering I have taken from the children of Israel, from the sacrifices of their peace offerings, and I have given them to Aaron the priest and to his sons from the children of Israel by a statute forever.’”

35This is the consecrated portion for Aaron and his sons, from the offerings made by fire to the LORD, on the day when Moses presented them to Tminister to the LORD as priests.

36The LORD commanded this to be given to them by the children of Israel, Ron the day that He anointed them, by a statute forever throughout their generations.

The Summary of the Offerings

37This is the law Rof the burnt offering, the grain offering, the sin offering, the trespass offering, the consecrations, and the sacrifice of the peace offering, 

38which the LORD commanded Moses on Mount Sinai, on the day when He commanded the children of Israel Rto offer their offerings to the LORD in the Wilderness of Sinai.




CHAPTER 8

Consecration Commanded by God

1And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2R“Take Aaron and his sons with him, and Rthe garments, the anointing oil, a bull as the sin offering, two rams, and a basket of unleavened bread;

3“and gather all the congregation together at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.”

4So Moses did as the LORD commanded him. And the congregation was gathered together at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.

5And Moses said to the congregation, “This is what the LORD commanded to be done.”

Cleansing the Priests with Water

6Then Moses brought Aaron and his sons and Rwashed them with water.

Special Garments

7And he Rput the tunic on him, girded him with the sash, clothed him with the robe, and put the ephod on him; and he girded him with the intricately woven band of the ephod, and with it tied the ephod on him.

8Then he put the breastplate on him, and he put the Urim and the Thummim* in the breastplate.

9RAnd he put the turban on his head. Also on the turban, on its front, he put the golden plate, the holy crown, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

Anointing with Oil

10RAlso Moses took the anointing oil, and anointed the tabernacle and all that was in it, and consecrated them.

11He sprinkled some of it on the altar seven times, anointed the altar and all its utensils, and the laver and its base, to Tconsecrate them.

12And he Rpoured some of the anointing oil on Aaron’s head and anointed him, to consecrate him.

13RThen Moses brought Aaron’s sons and put tunics on them, girded them with sashes, and put hats on them, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

Consecrating with Blood

14RAnd he brought the bull for the sin offering. Then Aaron and his sons Rlaid their hands on the head of the bull for the sin offering, 

15and Moses killed it. RThen he took the blood, and put some on the horns of the altar all around with his finger, and purified the altar. And he poured the blood at the base of the altar, and consecrated it, to make Tatonement for it.

16RThen he took all the fat that was on the entrails, the fatty lobe attached to the liver, and the two kidneys with their fat, and Moses burned them on the altar.

17But the bull, its hide, its flesh, and its offal, he burned with fire outside the camp, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

18RThen he brought the ram as the burnt offering. And Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the head of the ram, 

19and Moses killed it. Then he sprinkled the blood all around on the altar.

20And he cut the ram into pieces; and Moses Rburned the head, the pieces, and the fat.

21Then he washed the entrails and the legs in water. And Moses burned the whole ram on the altar. It was a burnt sacrifice for a Tsweet aroma, an offering made by fire to the LORD, Ras the LORD had commanded Moses.

22And Rhe brought the second ram, the ram of consecration. Then Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the head of the ram, 

23and Moses killed it. Also he took some of its blood and put it on the tip of Aaron’s right ear, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot.

24Then he brought Aaron’s sons. And Moses put some of the Rblood on the tips of their right ears, on the thumbs of their right hands, and on the big toes of their right feet. And Moses sprinkled the blood all around on the altar.

25RThen he took the fat and the fat tail, all the fat that was on the entrails, the fatty lobe attached to the liver, the two kidneys and their fat, and the right thigh;

26Rand from the basket of unleavened bread that was before the LORD he took one unleavened cake, a cake of bread anointed with oil, and one wafer, and put them on the fat and on the right thigh;

27and he put all these Rin Aaron’s hands and in his sons’ hands, and waved them as a wave offering before the LORD.

28RThen Moses took them from their hands and burned them on the altar, on the burnt offering. They were consecration offerings for a sweet aroma. That was an offering made by fire to the LORD.

29And RMoses took the breast and waved it as a wave offering before the LORD. It was Moses’ part of the ram of consecration, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

30Then RMoses took some of the anointing oil and some of the blood which was on the altar, and sprinkled it on Aaron, on his garments, on his sons, and on the garments of his sons with him; and he consecrated Aaron, his garments, his sons, and the garments of his sons with him.

The Priests Are to Remain in the Tabernacle

31And Moses said to Aaron and his sons, R“Boil the flesh at the door of the tabernacle of meeting, and eat it there with the bread that is in the basket of consecration offerings, as I commanded, saying, ‘Aaron and his sons shall eat it.’

32R“What remains of the flesh and of the bread you shall burn with fire.

33“And you shall not go outside the door of the tabernacle of meeting for seven days, until the days of your consecration are ended. For Rseven days he shall consecrate you.

34R“As he has done this day, so the LORD has commanded to do, to make atonement for you.

35“Therefore you shall stay at the door of the tabernacle of meeting day and night for seven days, and Rkeep the Tcharge of the LORD, so that you may not die; for so I have been commanded.”

36So Aaron and his sons did all the things that the LORD had commanded by the hand of Moses.




CHAPTER 9

Offerings for the Priest

1It came to pass on the Reighth day that Moses called Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel.

2And he said to Aaron, “Take for yourself a young Rbull as a sin offering and a ram as a burnt offering, without blemish, and offer them before the LORD.

3“And to the children of Israel you shall speak, saying, R‘Take a kid of the goats as a sin offering, and a calf and a lamb, both of the first year, without blemish, as a burnt offering, 

4‘also a bull and a ram as peace offerings, to sacrifice before the LORD, and Ra grain offering mixed with oil; for Rtoday the LORD will appear to you.’”

5So they brought what Moses commanded before the tabernacle of meeting. And all the congregation drew near and stood Tbefore the LORD.

6Then Moses said, “This is the thing which the LORD commanded you to do, and the glory of the LORD will appear to you.”

7And Moses said to Aaron, “Go to the altar, Roffer your sin offering and your burnt offering, and make atonement for yourself and for the people. Offer the offering of the people, and make atonement for them, as the LORD commanded.”

8Aaron therefore went to the altar and killed the calf of the sin offering, which was for himself.

9Then the sons of Aaron brought the blood to him. And he dipped his finger in the blood, put it on the horns of the altar, and poured the blood at the base of the altar.

10RBut the fat, the kidneys, and the fatty lobe from the liver of the sin offering he burned on the altar, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

11RThe flesh and the hide he burned with fire outside the camp.

12And he killed the burnt offering; and Aaron’s sons presented to him the blood, which he sprinkled all around on the altar.

13RThen they presented the burnt offering to him, with its pieces and head, and he burned them on the altar.

14RAnd he washed the entrails and the legs, and burned them with the burnt offering on the altar.

Offerings for the People

15RThen he brought the people’s offering, and took the goat, which was the sin offering for the people, and killed it and offered it for sin, like the first one.

16And he brought the burnt offering and offered it Raccording to the Tprescribed manner.

17Then he brought the grain offering, took a handful of it, and burned it on the altar, besides the burnt sacrifice of the morning.

18He also killed the bull and the ram as Rsacrifices of peace offerings, which were for the people. And Aaron’s sons presented to him the blood, which he sprinkled all around on the altar, 

19and the fat from the bull and the ram—the fatty tail, what covers the entrails and the kidneys, and the fatty lobe attached to the liver;

20and they put the fat on the breasts. Then he burned the fat on the altar;

21but the breasts and the right thigh Aaron waved as a wave offering before the LORD, as Moses had commanded.

The Lord Accepts the Offerings

22Then Aaron lifted his hand toward the people, Rblessed them, and came down from offering the sin offering, the burnt offering, and peace offerings.

23And Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle of meeting, and came out and blessed the people. Then the glory of the LORD appeared to all the people, 

24and Rfire came out from before the LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the fat on the altar. When all the people saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces.




CHAPTER 10

The Sin of Nadab and Abihu

1Then RNadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, Reach took his censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered Rprofane fire before the LORD, which He had not commanded them.

2So fire went out from the LORD and devoured them, and they died before the LORD.

3And Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the LORD spoke, saying:

‘By those Rwho come near Me

I must be regarded as holy;

And before all the people

I must be glorified.’”

So Aaron held his peace.

4Then Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and said to them, “Come near, Rcarry your brethren from Tbefore the sanctuary out of the camp.”

5So they went near and carried them by their tunics out of the camp, as Moses had said.

6And Moses said to Aaron, and to Eleazar and Ithamar, his sons, “Do not Tuncover your heads nor tear your clothes, lest you die, and Rwrath come upon all the people. But let your brethren, the whole house of Israel, bewail the burning which the LORD has kindled.

7“You shall not go out from the door of the tabernacle of meeting, lest you die, for the anointing oil of the LORD is upon you.” And they did according to the word of Moses.

8Then the LORD spoke to Aaron, saying:

9R“Do not drink wine or intoxicating drink, you, nor your sons with you, when you go into the tabernacle of meeting, lest you die. It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations, 

10“that you may distinguish between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean, 

11“and that you may teach the children of Israel all the statutes which the LORD has spoken to them by the hand of Moses.”

The Sin of Eleazar and Ithamar

12And Moses spoke to Aaron, and to Eleazar and Ithamar, his sons who were left: R“Take the grain offering that remains of the offerings made by fire to the LORD, and eat it without leaven beside the altar; Rfor it is most holy.

13“You shall eat it in a Rholy place, because it is your due and your sons’ due, of the sacrifices made by fire to the LORD; for so I have been commanded.

14R“The breast of the wave offering and the thigh of the heave offering you shall eat in a clean place, you, your sons, and your daughters with you; for they are your due and your sons’ Rdue, which are given from the sacrifices of peace offerings of the children of Israel.

15R“The thigh of the heave offering and the breast of the wave offering they shall bring with the offerings of fat made by fire, to offer as a wave offering before the LORD. And it shall be yours and your sons’ with you, by a statute forever, as the LORD has commanded.”

16Then Moses made careful inquiry about Rthe goat of the sin offering, and there it was—burned up. And he was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron who were left, saying, 

17R“Why have you not eaten the sin offering in a holy place, since it is most holy, and God has given it to you to bear Rthe guilt of the congregation, to make atonement for them before the LORD?

18“See! Its blood was not brought inside the holy place;* indeed you should have eaten it in a holy place, as I commanded.”

19And Aaron said to Moses, “Look, this day they have offered their sin offering and their burnt offering before the LORD, and such things have befallen me! If I had eaten the sin offering today, would it have been accepted in the sight of the LORD?”

20So when Moses heard that, he was content.




CHAPTER 11

Animals of the Earth

1Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying to them, 

2“Speak to the children of Israel, saying, ‘These are the animals which you may eat among all the animals that are on the earth:

3‘Among the animals, whatever divides the hoof, having cloven hooves and chewing the cud—that you may eat.

4‘Nevertheless these you shall Rnot eat among those that chew the cud or those that have cloven hooves: the camel, because it chews the cud but does not have cloven hooves, is Tunclean to you;

5‘the Trock hyrax, because it chews the cud but does not have cloven hooves, is Tunclean to you;

6‘the hare, because it chews the cud but does not have cloven hooves, is unclean to you;

7‘and the swine, though it divides the hoof, having cloven hooves, yet does not chew the cud, Ris unclean to you.

8‘Their flesh you shall not eat, and their carcasses you shall not touch. RThey are unclean to you.

Living Things in the Waters

9R‘These you may eat of all that are in the water: whatever in the water has fins and scales, whether in the seas or in the rivers—that you may eat.

10‘But all in the seas or in the rivers that do not have fins and scales, all that move in the water or any living thing which is in the water, they are an abomination to you.

11‘They shall be an abomination to you; you shall not eat their flesh, but you shall regard their carcasses as an abomination.

12‘Whatever in the water does not have fins or scales—that shall be an abomination to you.

Birds of the Air

13R‘And these you shall regard as an abomination among the birds; they shall not be eaten, they are an abomination: the eagle, the vulture, the buzzard, 

14‘the kite, and the falcon after its kind;

15‘every raven after its kind, 

16‘the ostrich, the short-eared owl, the sea gull, and the hawk after its kind;

17‘the little owl, the fisher owl, and the screech owl;

18‘the white owl, the jackdaw, and the carrion vulture;

19‘the stork, the heron after its kind, the hoopoe, and the bat.

Winged Insects

20‘All flying insects that creep on all fours shall be an abomination to you.

21‘Yet these you may eat of every flying insect that creeps on all fours: those which have jointed legs above their feet with which to leap on the earth.

22‘These you may eat: Rthe locust after its kind, the destroying locust after its kind, the cricket after its kind, and the grasshopper after its kind.

23‘But all other flying insects which have four feet shall be an abomination to you.

The Carcasses of the Unclean Animals

24‘By these you shall become Tunclean; whoever touches the carcass of any of them shall be unclean until evening;

25‘whoever carries part of the carcass of any of them Rshall wash his clothes and be unclean until evening:

26‘The carcass of any animal which divides the foot, but is not cloven-hoofed or does not chew the cud, is unclean to you. Everyone who touches it shall be unclean.

27‘And whatever goes on its paws, among all kinds of animals that go on all fours, those are unclean to you. Whoever touches any such carcass shall be unclean until evening.

28‘Whoever carries any such carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until evening. It is unclean to you.

Creeping Things

29‘These also shall be unclean to you among the creeping things that creep on the earth: the mole, Rthe mouse, and the large lizard after its kind;

30‘the gecko, the monitor lizard, the sand reptile, the sand lizard, and the chameleon.

31‘These are unclean to you among all that creep. Whoever touches them when they are dead shall be unclean until evening.

32‘Anything on which any of them falls, when they are dead shall be Tunclean, whether it is any item of wood or clothing or skin or sack, whatever item it is, in which any work is done, Rit must be put in water. And it shall be unclean until evening; then it shall be clean.

33‘Any Rearthen vessel into which any of them falls Ryou shall break; and whatever is in it shall be unclean:

34‘in such a vessel, any edible food upon which water falls becomes unclean, and any drink that may be drunk from it becomes unclean.

35‘And everything on which a part of any such carcass falls shall be unclean; whether it is an oven or cooking stove, it shall be broken down; for they are unclean, and shall be unclean to you.

36‘Nevertheless a spring or a cistern, in which there is plenty of water, shall be clean, but whatever touches any such carcass becomes unclean.

37‘And if a part of any such carcass falls on any planting seed which is to be sown, it remains clean.

38‘But if water is put on the seed, and if a part of any such carcass falls on it, it becomes Tunclean to you.

The Carcasses of the Clean Animals

39‘And if any animal which you may eat dies, he who touches its carcass shall be Runclean until evening.

40‘He who eats of its carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until evening. He also who carries its carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until evening.

The Purpose of Dietary Laws

41‘And every creeping thing that creeps on the earth shall be Tan abomination. It shall not be eaten.

42‘Whatever crawls on its belly, whatever goes on all fours, or whatever has many feet among all creeping things that creep on the earth—these you shall not eat, for they are an abomination.

43‘You shall not make yourselves Tabominable with any creeping thing that creeps; nor shall you make yourselves unclean with them, lest you be defiled by them.

44‘For I am the LORD your God. You shall therefore consecrate yourselves, and Ryou shall be holy; for I am holy. Neither shall you defile yourselves with any creeping thing that creeps on the earth.

45‘For I am the LORD who brings you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God. You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.

46‘This is the law Tof the animals and the birds and every living creature that moves in the waters, and of every creature that creeps on the earth, 

47R‘to distinguish between the unclean and the clean, and between the animal that may be eaten and the animal that may not be eaten.’”




CHAPTER 12

Laws Concerning Childbirth

1Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘If a woman has conceived, and borne a male child, then Rshe shall be unclean seven days; as in the days of her customary impurity she shall be unclean.

3‘And on the Reighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.

4‘She shall then continue in the blood of her purification thirty-three days. She shall not touch any Thallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary until the days of her purification are fulfilled.

5‘But if she bears a female child, then she shall be unclean two weeks, as in her customary impurity, and she shall continue in the blood of her purification sixty-six days.

6‘When the days of her purification are fulfilled, whether for a son or a daughter, she shall bring to the priest a lamb of the first year as a burnt offering, and a young pigeon or a turtledove as a sin offering, to the door of the tabernacle of meeting

7‘Then he shall offer it before the LORD, and make Tatonement for her. And she shall be clean from the flow of her blood. This is the law for her who has borne a male or a female.

8R‘And if she is not able to bring a lamb, then she may bring two turtledoves or two young pigeons—one as a burnt offering and the other as a sin offering. RSo the priest shall make atonement for her, and she will be Tclean.’”




CHAPTER 13

Examination of People

1And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying:

2“When a man has on the skin of his body a swelling, Ra scab, or a bright spot, and it becomes on the skin of his body like a leprous* sore, Rthen he shall be brought to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons the priests.

3“The priest shall examine the sore on the skin of the body; and if the hair on the sore has turned white, and the sore appears to be deeper than the skin of his body, it is a leprous sore. Then the priest shall examine him, and pronounce him Tunclean.

4“But if the bright spot is white on the skin of his body, and does not appear to be deeper than the skin, and its hair has not turned white, then the priest shall isolate the one who has the sore seven days.

5“And the priest shall examine him on the seventh day; and indeed if the sore appears to be as it was, and the sore has not spread on the skin, then the priest shall isolate him another seven days.

6“Then the priest shall examine him again on the seventh day; and indeed if the sore has faded, and the sore has not spread on the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him clean; it is only a scab, and he shall wash his clothes and be clean.

7“But if the scab should at all spread over the skin, after he has been seen by the priest for his cleansing, he shall be seen by the priest again.

8“And if the priest sees that the scab has indeed spread on the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is leprosy.

9“When the leprous sore is on a person, then he shall be brought to the priest.

10“And the priest shall examine him; and indeed if the swelling on the skin is white, and it has turned the hair white, and there is a spot of raw flesh in the swelling, 

11“it is an old leprosy on the skin of his body. The priest shall pronounce him Tunclean, and shall not isolate him, for he is unclean.

12“And if leprosy breaks out all over the skin, and the leprosy covers all the skin of the one who has the sore, from his head to his foot, wherever the priest looks, 

13“then the priest shall consider; and indeed if the leprosy has covered all his body, he shall pronounce him clean who has the sore. It has all turned white. He is clean.

14“But when raw flesh appears on him, he shall be unclean.

15“And the priest shall examine the raw flesh and pronounce him to be unclean; for the raw flesh is unclean. It is leprosy.

16“Or if the raw flesh changes and turns white again, he shall come to the priest.

17“And the priest shall examine him; and indeed if the sore has turned white, then the priest shall pronounce him clean who has the sore. He is clean.

18“If the body develops a Rboil in the skin, and it is healed, 

19“and in the place of the boil there comes a white swelling or a bright spot, reddish-white, then it shall be shown to the priest;

20“and if, when the priest sees it, it indeed appears deeper than the skin, and its hair has turned white, the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is a leprous sore which has broken out of the boil.

21“But if the priest examines it, and indeed there are no white hairs in it, and it is not deeper than the skin, but has faded, then the priest shall isolate him seven days;

22“and if it should at all spread over the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is a Tleprous sore.

23“But if the bright spot stays in one place, and has not spread, it is the scar of the boil; and the priest shall pronounce him clean.

24“Or if the body receives a Rburn on its skin by fire, and the raw flesh of the burn becomes a bright spot, reddish-white or white, 

25“then the priest shall examine it; and indeed if the hair of the bright spot has turned white, and it appears deeper than the skin, it is leprosy broken out in the burn. Therefore the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is a leprous sore.

26“But if the priest examines it, and indeed there are no white hairs in the bright spot, and it is not deeper than the skin, but has faded, then the priest shall isolate him seven days.

27“And the priest shall examine him on the seventh day. If it has at all spread over the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is a leprous sore.

28“But if the bright spot stays in one place, and has not spread on the skin, but has faded, it is a swelling from the burn. The priest shall pronounce him clean, for it is the scar from the burn.

29“If a man or woman has a sore on the head or the beard, 

30“then the priest shall examine the sore; and indeed if it appears deeper than the skin, and there is in it thin yellow hair, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is a scaly leprosy of the head or beard.

31“But if the priest examines the scaly sore, and indeed it does not appear deeper than the skin, and there is no black hair in it, then the priest shall isolate the one who has the scale seven days.

32“And on the seventh day the priest shall examine the sore; and indeed if the scale has not spread, and there is no yellow hair in it, and the scale does not appear deeper than the skin, 

33“he shall shave himself, but the scale he shall not shave. And the priest shall isolate the one who has the scale another seven days.

34“On the seventh day the priest shall examine the scale; and indeed if the scale has not spread over the skin, and does not appear deeper than the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him clean. He shall wash his clothes and be clean.

35“But if the scale should at all spread over the skin after his cleansing, 

36“then the priest shall examine him; and indeed if the scale has spread over the skin, the priest need not seek for yellow hair. He is unclean.

37“But if the scale appears to be at a standstill, and there is black hair grown up in it, the scale has healed. He is clean, and the priest shall pronounce him clean.

38“If a man or a woman has bright spots on the skin of the body, specifically white bright spots, 

39“then the priest shall look; and indeed if the bright spots on the skin of the body are dull white, it is a white spot that grows on the skin. He is clean.

40“As for the man whose hair has fallen from his head, he is bald, but he is clean.

41“He whose hair has fallen from his forehead, he is bald on the forehead, but he is clean.

42“And if there is on the bald head or bald Rforehead a reddish-white sore, it is leprosy breaking out on his bald head or his bald forehead.

43“Then the priest shall examine it; and indeed if the swelling of the sore is reddish-white on his bald head or on his bald forehead, as the appearance of leprosy on the skin of the body, 

44“he is a leprous man. He is unclean. The priest shall surely pronounce him unclean; his sore is on his Rhead.

45“Now the leper on whom the sore is, his clothes shall be torn and his head bare; and he shall Rcover his mustache, and cry, R‘Unclean! Unclean!’

46“He shall be unclean. All the days he has the sore he shall be unclean. He is unclean, and he shall dwell alone; his dwelling shall be Routside the camp.

Examination of Garments

47“Also, if a garment has a leprous plague* in it, whether it is a woolen garment or a linen garment, 

48“whether it is in the warp or woof of linen or wool, whether in leather or in anything made of leather, 

49“and if the plague is greenish or reddish in the garment or in the leather, whether in the warp or in the woof, or in anything made of leather, it is a leprous Tplague and shall be shown to the priest.

50“The priest shall examine the plague and isolate that which has the plague seven days.

51“And he shall examine the plague on the seventh day. If the plague has spread in the garment, either in the warp or in the woof, in the leather or in anything made of leather, the plague is Ran active leprosy. It is unclean.

52“He shall therefore burn that garment in which is the plague, whether warp or woof, in wool or in linen, or anything of leather, for it is an active leprosy; the garment shall be burned in the fire.

53“But if the priest examines it, and indeed the plague has not spread in the garment, either in the warp or in the woof, or in anything made of leather, 

54“then the priest shall command that they wash the thing in which is the plague; and he shall isolate it another seven days.

55“Then the priest shall examine the plague after it has been washed; and indeed if the plague has not changed its color, though the plague has not spread, it is unclean, and you shall burn it in the fire; it continues eating away, whether the damage is outside or inside.

56“If the priest examines it, and indeed the plague has faded after washing it, then he shall tear it out of the garment, whether out of the warp or out of the woof, or out of the leather.

57“But if it appears again in the garment, either in the warp or in the woof, or in anything made of leather, it is a spreading plague; you shall burn with fire that in which is the plague.

58“And if you wash the garment, either warp or woof, or whatever is made of leather, if the plague has disappeared from it, then it shall be washed a second time, and shall be clean.

59“This is the law of the leprous plague in a garment of wool or linen, either in the warp or woof, or in anything made of leather, to pronounce it clean or to pronounce it unclean.”




CHAPTER 14

Cleansing of People

1Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“This shall be the law of the leper for the day of his cleansing: He Rshall be brought to the priest.

3“And the priest shall go out of the camp, and the priest shall examine him; and indeed, if the leprosy is healed in the leper, 

4“then the priest shall command to take for him who is to be cleansed two living and clean birds, Rcedar wood, Rscarlet, and Rhyssop.

5“And the priest shall command that one of the birds be killed in an earthen vessel over running water.

6“As for the living bird, he shall take it, the cedar wood and the scarlet and the hyssop, and dip them and the living bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over the running water.

7“And he shall Rsprinkle it Rseven times on him who is to be cleansed from the leprosy, and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the living bird loose in the open field.

8“He who is to be cleansed shall wash his clothes, shave off all his hair, and Rwash himself in water, that he may be clean. After that he shall come into the camp, and shall stay outside his tent seven days.

9“But on the Rseventh day he shall shave all the hair off his head and his beard and his eyebrows—all his hair he shall shave off. He shall wash his clothes and wash his body in water, and he shall be clean.

10“And on the eighth day he shall take two male lambs without blemish, one ewe lamb of the first year without blemish, three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering, and one log of oil.

11“Then the priest who makes him clean shall present the man who is to be made clean, and those things, before the LORD, at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.

12“And the priest shall take one male lamb and Roffer it as a trespass offering, and the log of oil, and wave them as a wave offering before the LORD.

13“Then he shall kill the lamb Rin the place where he kills the sin offering and the burnt offering, in a holy place; for as the sin offering is the priest’s, so is the trespass offering. It is most holy.

14“The priest shall take some of the blood of the trespass offering, and the priest shall put it on the tip of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot.

15“And the priest shall take some of the log of oil, and pour it into the palm of his own left hand.

16“Then the priest shall dip his right finger in the oil that is in his left hand, and shall Rsprinkle some of the oil with his finger seven times before the LORD.

17“And of the rest of the oil in his hand, the priest shall put some on the tip of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot, on the blood of the trespass offering.

18“The rest of the oil that is in the priest’s hand he shall put on the head of him who is to be cleansed. So the priest shall make atonement for him before the LORD.

19“Then the priest shall offer the sin offering, and make atonement for him who is to be cleansed from his uncleanness. Afterward he shall kill the burnt offering.

20“And the priest shall offer the burnt offering and the grain offering on the altar. So the priest shall make atonement for him, and he shall be Rclean.

21“But Rif he is poor and cannot afford it, then he shall take one male lamb as a trespass offering to be waved, to make atonement for him, one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering, a log of oil, 

22R“and two turtledoves or two young pigeons, such as he is able to afford: one shall be a sin offering and the other a burnt offering.

23R“He shall bring them to the priest on the eighth day for his cleansing, to the door of the tabernacle of meeting, before the LORD.

24R“And the priest shall take the lamb of the trespass offering and the log of oil, and the priest shall wave them as a wave offering before the LORD.

25“Then he shall kill the lamb of the trespass offering, and the priest shall take some of the blood of the trespass offering and put it on the tip of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot.

26“And the priest shall pour some of the oil into the palm of his own left hand.

27“Then the priest shall sprinkle with his right finger some of the oil that is in his left hand seven times before the LORD.

28“And the priest shall put some of the oil that is in his hand on the tip of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed, on the thumb of the right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot, on the place of the blood of the trespass offering.

29“The rest of the oil that is in the priest’s hand he shall put on the head of him who is to be cleansed, to make atonement for him before the LORD.

30“And he shall offer one of Rthe turtledoves or young pigeons, such as he can afford—

31“such as he is able to afford, the one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering, with the grain offering. So the priest shall make atonement for him who is to be cleansed before the LORD.

32“This is the law for one who had a leprous sore, who cannot afford Rthe usual cleansing.”

Cleansing of Houses

33And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying:

34R“When you have come into the land of Canaan, which I give you as a possession, and I put the leprous plague* in a house in the land of your possession, 

35“and he who owns the house comes and tells the priest, saying, ‘It seems to me that there is some plague in the house, ’

36“then the priest shall command that they empty the house, before the priest goes into it to examine the plague, that all that is in the house may not be made unclean; and afterward the priest shall go in to examine the house.

37“And he shall examine the plague; and indeed if the plague is on the walls of the house with ingrained streaks, greenish or reddish, which appear to be Tdeep in the wall, 

38“then the priest shall go out of the house, to the door of the house, and Tshut up the house seven days.

39“And the priest shall come again on the seventh day and look; and indeed if the plague has spread on the walls of the house, 

40“then the priest shall command that they take away the stones in which is the plague, and they shall cast them into an unclean place outside the city.

41“And he shall cause the house to be scraped inside, all around, and the dust that they scrape off they shall pour out in an unclean place outside the city.

42“Then they shall take other stones and put them in the place of those stones, and he shall take other mortar and plaster the house.

43“Now if the plague comes back and breaks out in the house, after he has taken away the stones, after he has scraped the house, and after it is plastered, 

44“then the priest shall come and look; and indeed if the plague has spread in the house, it is Ran active leprosy in the house. It is unclean.

45“And he shall break down the house, its stones, its timber, and all the plaster of the house, and he shall carry them outside the city to an unclean place.

46“Moreover he who goes into the house at all while it is shut up shall be Tunclean Runtil evening.

47“And he who lies down in the house shall Rwash his clothes, and he who eats in the house shall wash his clothes.

48“But if the priest comes in and examines it, and indeed the plague has not spread in the house after the house was plastered, then the priest shall pronounce the house clean, because the plague is healed.

49“And Rhe shall take, to cleanse the house, two birds, cedar wood, scarlet, and hyssop.

50“Then he shall kill one of the birds in an earthen vessel over running water;

51“and he shall take the cedar wood, the hyssop, the scarlet, and the living bird, and dip them in the blood of the slain bird and in the running water, and sprinkle the house seven times.

52“And he shall Tcleanse the house with the blood of the bird and the running water and the living bird, with the cedar wood, the hyssop, and the scarlet.

53“Then he shall let the living bird loose outside the city in the open field, and Rmake atonement for the house, and it shall be clean.

The Purpose of the Laws of Leprosy

54“This is the law for any Rleprous sore and scale, 

55“for the Rleprosy of a garment Rand of a house, 

56R“for a swelling and a scab and a bright spot, 

57“to teach when it is unclean and when it is clean. This is the law of leprosy.”




CHAPTER 15

Discharges of the Man

1And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 

2“Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When any man has a discharge from his body, his discharge is unclean.

3‘And this shall be his uncleanness in regard to his discharge—whether his body runs with his discharge, or his body is stopped up by his discharge, it is his uncleanness.

4‘Every bed is Tunclean on which he who has the discharge lies, and everything on which he sits shall be unclean.

5‘And whoever Rtouches his bed shall wash his clothes and bathe in water, and be unclean until evening.

6‘He who sits on anything on which he who has the Rdischarge sat shall wash his clothes and bathe in water, and be unclean until evening.

7‘And he who touches the body of him who has the discharge shall wash his clothes and bathe in water, and be unclean until evening.

8‘If he who has the discharge Rspits on him who is clean, then he shall wash his clothes and bathe in water, and be unclean until evening.

9‘Any saddle on which he who has the discharge rides shall be unclean.

10‘Whoever touches anything that was under him shall be unclean until evening. He who carries any of those things shall wash his clothes and bathe in water, and be unclean until evening.

11‘And whomever the one who has the discharge touches, and has not rinsed his hands in water, he shall wash his clothes and bathe in water, and be unclean until evening.

12‘The vessel of earth that he who has the discharge touches shall be broken, and every vessel of wood shall be rinsed in water.

13‘And when he who has a discharge is cleansed of his discharge, then he shall count for himself seven days for his cleansing, wash his clothes, and bathe his body in running water; then he shall be clean.

14‘On the eighth day he shall take for himself Rtwo turtledoves or two young pigeons, and come before the LORD, to the door of the tabernacle of meeting, and give them to the priest.





15‘Then the priest shall offer them, Rthe one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering. RSo the priest shall make atonement for him before the LORD because of his discharge.

16R‘If any man has an emission of semen, then he shall wash all his body in water, and be unclean until evening.

17‘And any garment and any leather on which there is semen, it shall be washed with water, and be unclean until evening.

18‘Also, when a woman lies with a man, and there is an emission of semen, they shall bathe in water, and Rbe unclean until evening.

Discharges of the Woman

19‘If a woman has a discharge, and the discharge from her body is blood, she shall be set apart seven days; and whoever touches her shall be unclean until evening.

20‘Everything that she lies on during her impurity shall be unclean; also everything that she sits on shall be unclean.

21‘Whoever touches her bed shall wash his clothes and bathe in water, and be unclean until evening.

22‘And whoever touches anything that she sat on shall wash his clothes and bathe in water, and be unclean until evening.

23‘If anything is on her bed or on anything on which she sits, when he touches it, he shall be unclean until evening.

24‘And Rif any man lies with her at all, so that her impurity is on him, he shall be Tunclean seven days; and every bed on which he lies shall be unclean.

25‘If Ra woman has a discharge of blood for many days, other than at the time of her customary impurity, or if it runs beyond her usual time of impurity, all the days of her unclean discharge shall be as the days of her customary impurity. She shall be unclean.

26‘Every bed on which she lies all the days of her discharge shall be to her as the bed of her impurity; and whatever she sits on shall be unclean, as the uncleanness of her impurity.

27‘Whoever touches those things shall be unclean; he shall wash his clothes and bathe in water, and be unclean until evening.

28‘But if she is cleansed of her discharge, then she shall count for herself seven days, and after that she shall be clean.

29‘And on the eighth day she shall take for herself two turtledoves or two young pigeons, and bring them to the priest, to the door of the tabernacle of meeting.

30‘Then the priest shall offer the one as a sin offering and the other as a Rburnt offering, and the priest shall make atonement for her before the LORD for the discharge of her uncleanness.

The Purpose of the Laws of Discharge

31‘Thus you shall Rseparate the children of Israel from their uncleanness, lest they die in their uncleanness when they defile My tabernacle that is among them.

32R‘This is the law for one who has a discharge, Rand for him who emits semen and is unclean thereby, 

33R‘and for her who is indisposed because of her customary impurity, and for one who has a discharge, either man Ror woman, Rand for him who lies with her who is unclean.’”




CHAPTER 16

Preparation of the High Priest

1Now the LORD spoke to Moses after Rthe death of the two sons of Aaron, when they offered profane fire before the LORD, and died;

2and the LORD said to Moses: “Tell Aaron your brother Rnot to come at just any time into the Holy Place inside the veil, before the mercy seat which is on the ark, lest he die; for RI will appear in the cloud above the mercy seat.

3T“Thus Aaron shall Rcome into the Holy Place: Rwith the blood of a young bull as a sin offering, and of a ram as a burnt offering.

4“He shall put the Rholy linen tunic and the linen trousers on his body; he shall be girded with a linen sash, and with the linen turban he shall be attired. These are holy garments. Therefore he shall wash his body in water, and put them on.

5“And he shall take from Rthe congregation of the children of Israel two kids of the goats as a sin offering, and one ram as a burnt offering.

Identification of the Sacrifices

6“Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering, which is for himself, and make atonement for himself and for his house.

7“He shall take the two goats and present them before the LORD at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.

8“Then Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats: one lot for the LORD and the other lot for the scapegoat.

9“And Aaron shall bring the goat on which the LORD’s lot fell, and offer it as a sin offering.

10“But the goat on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat shall be presented alive before the LORD, to make Ratonement upon it, and to let it go as the scapegoat into the wilderness.

Atonement for the Priest

11“And Aaron shall bring the bull of the sin offering, which is for Rhimself, and make atonement for himself and for his house, and shall kill the bull as the sin offering which is for himself.

12“Then he shall take Ra censer full of burning coals of fire from the altar before the LORD, with his hands full of Rsweet incense beaten fine, and bring it inside the veil.

13R“And he shall put the incense on the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of incense may cover the mercy seat that is on the Testimony, lest he die.

14“He shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his finger on the mercy seat on the east side; and before the mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of the blood with his finger seven times.

Atonement for the Tabernacle

15R“Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering, which is for the people, bring its blood Rinside the veil, do with that blood as he did with the blood of the bull, and sprinkle it on the mercy seat and before the mercy seat.

16“So he shall Rmake atonement for the Holy Place, because of the uncleanness of the children of Israel, and because of their transgressions, for all their sins; and so he shall do for the tabernacle of meeting which remains among them in the midst of their uncleanness.

17“There shall be Rno man in the tabernacle of meeting when he goes in to make atonement in the Holy Place, until he comes out, that he may make atonement for himself, for his household, and for all the assembly of Israel.

18“And he shall go out to the altar that is before the LORD, and make atonement for it, and shall take some of the blood of the bull and some of the blood of the goat, and put it on the horns of the altar all around.

19“Then he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger seven times, cleanse it, and consecrate it from the uncleanness of the children of Israel.

Atonement for the People

20“And when he has made an end of atoning for the Holy Place, the tabernacle of meeting, and the altar, he shall bring the live goat.

21“Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, Rconfess over it all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions, concerning all their sins, putting them on the head of the goat, and shall send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a suitable man.

22“The goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to an uninhabited land; and he shall release the goat in the wilderness.

23“Then Aaron shall come into the tabernacle of meeting, Rshall take off the linen garments which he put on when he went into the Holy Place, and shall leave them there.

24“And he shall wash his body with water in a holy place, put on his garments, come out and offer his burnt offering and the burnt offering of the people, and make atonement for himself and for the people.

25R“The fat of the sin offering he shall burn on the altar.

26“And he who released the goat as the scapegoat shall wash his clothes Rand bathe his body in water, and afterward he may come into the camp.

27R“The bull for the sin offering and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood was brought in to make atonement in the Holy Place, shall be carried outside the camp. And they shall burn in the fire their skins, their flesh, and their offal.

28“Then he who burns them shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and afterward he may come into the camp.

Purpose of the Day of Atonement

29“This shall be a statute forever for you: RIn the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall Tafflict your souls, and do no work at all, whether a native of your own country or a stranger who dwells among you.

30“For on that day the priest shall make Tatonement for you, to Rcleanse you, that you may be clean from all your sins before the LORD.

31R“It is a sabbath of solemn rest for you, and you shall afflict your souls. It is a statute forever.

32“And the priest, who is anointed and consecrated to minister as priest in his father’s place, shall make atonement, and put on the linen clothes, the holy garments;

33“then he shall make Tatonement for the Holy Sanctuary, * and he shall make atonement for the tabernacle of meeting and for the altar, and he shall make atonement for the priests and for all the people of the assembly.

34“This shall be an everlasting statute for you, to make atonement for the children of Israel, for all their sins, once a year.” And he did as the LORD commanded Moses.




CHAPTER 17

Laws Concerning the Location of Sacrifices

1And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to Aaron, to his sons, and to all the children of Israel, and say to them, ‘This is the thing which the LORD has commanded, saying:

3“Whatever man of the house of Israel who kills an ox or lamb or goat in the camp, or who kills it outside the camp, 

4“and does not bring it to the door of the tabernacle of meeting to offer an offering to the LORD before the tabernacle of the LORD, the guilt of bloodshed shall be imputed to that man. He has shed blood; and that man shall be cut off from among his people, 

5“to the end that the children of Israel may bring their sacrifices Rwhich they offer in the open field, that they may bring them to the LORD at the door of the tabernacle of meeting, to the priest, and offer them as peace offerings to the LORD.

6“And the priest shall sprinkle the blood on the altar of the LORD at the door of the tabernacle of meeting, and Rburn the fat for a sweet aroma to the LORD.

7“They shall no more offer their sacrifices to demons, after whom they have played the harlot. This shall be a statute forever for them throughout their generations.”’

8“Also you shall say to them: ‘Whatever man of the house of Israel, or of the strangers who dwell among you, Rwho offers a burnt offering or sacrifice, 

9‘and does not Rbring it to the door of the tabernacle of meeting, to offer it to the LORD, that man shall be Tcut off from among his people.

Laws Concerning the Use of Blood

10‘And whatever man of the house of Israel, or of the strangers who dwell among you, who eats any blood, I will set My face against that person who eats blood, and will cut him off from among his people.

11‘For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.’

12“Therefore I said to the children of Israel, ‘No one among you shall eat blood, nor shall any stranger who dwells among you eat blood.’

13“Whatever man of the children of Israel, or of the strangers who dwell among you, who hunts and catches any animal or bird that may be eaten, he shall Rpour out its blood and cover it with dust;

14R“for it is the life of all flesh. Its blood sustains its life. Therefore I said to the children of Israel, ‘You shall not eat the blood of any flesh, for the life of all flesh is its blood. Whoever eats it shall be cut off.’

15“And every person who eats what died naturally or what was torn by beasts, whether he is a native of your own country or a stranger, he shall both wash his clothes and bathe in water, and be unclean until evening. Then he shall be clean.

16“But if he does not wash them or bathe his body, then he shall bear his guilt.”




CHAPTER 18

Laws of Sexual Sins

1Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘I am the LORD your God.

3R‘According to the doings of the land of Egypt, where you dwelt, you shall not do; and Raccording to the doings of the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you, you shall not do; nor shall you walk in their ordinances.

4R‘You shall observe My judgments and keep My ordinances, to walk in them: I am the LORD your God.

5‘You shall therefore keep My statutes and My judgments, which if a man does, he shall live by them: I am the LORD.

6‘None of you shall approach anyone who is near of kin to him, to uncover his nakedness: I am the LORD.

7‘The nakedness of your father or the nakedness of your mother you shall not uncover. She is your mother; you shall not uncover her nakedness.

8‘The nakedness of your Rfather’s wife you shall not uncover; it is your father’s nakedness.

9R‘The nakedness of your sister, the daughter of your father, or the daughter of your mother, whether born at home or elsewhere, their nakedness you shall not uncover.

10‘The nakedness of your son’s daughter or your daughter’s daughter, their nakedness you shall not uncover; for theirs is your own nakedness.

11‘The nakedness of your father’s wife’s daughter, begotten by your father—she is your sister—you shall not uncover her nakedness.

12R‘You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father’s sister; she is near of kin to your father.

13‘You shall not uncover the nakedness of your mother’s sister, for she is near of kin to your mother.

14R‘You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father’s brother. You shall not approach his wife; she is your aunt.

15‘You shall not uncover the nakedness of your daughter-in-law—she is your son’s wife—you shall not uncover her nakedness.

16‘You shall not uncover the nakedness of your brother’s wife; it is your brother’s nakedness.

17‘You shall not uncover the nakedness of a woman and her daughter, nor shall you take her son’s daughter or her daughter’s daughter, to uncover her nakedness. They are near of kin to her. It is wickedness.

18‘Nor shall you take a woman Ras a rival to her sister, to uncover her nakedness while the other is alive.

19‘Also you shall not approach a woman to uncover her nakedness as Rlong as she is in her customary impurity.

20R‘Moreover you shall not lie carnally with your Rneighbor’s wife, to defile yourself with her.

21‘And you shall not let any of your descendants Rpass through Rthe fire to Molech, nor shall you profane the name of your God: I am the LORD.

22‘You shall not lie with Ra male as with a woman. It is an abomination.

23‘Nor shall you mate with any Ranimal, to defile yourself with it. Nor shall any woman stand before an animal to mate with it. It is perversion.

24‘Do not defile yourselves with any of these things; for by all these the nations are defiled, which I am casting out before you.

25‘For the land is defiled; therefore I visit the punishment of its iniquity upon it, and the land vomits out its inhabitants.

26R‘You shall therefore Tkeep My statutes and My judgments, and shall not commit any of these abominations, either any of your own nation or any stranger who dwells among you

27‘(for all these abominations the men of the land have done, who were before you, and thus the land is defiled), 

28‘lest Rthe land vomit you out also when you defile it, as it vomited out the nations that were before you.

29‘For whoever commits any of these abominations, the persons who commit them shall be cut off from among their people.

30‘Therefore you shall keep My ordinance, so that you do not commit any of these abominable customs which were committed before you, and that you do not defile yourselves by them: I am the LORD your God.’”




CHAPTER 19

Laws of Social Order

1And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say to them: R‘You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.

3R‘Every one of you shall revere his mother and his father, and keep My Sabbaths: I am the LORD your God.

4R‘Do not turn to idols, Rnor make for yourselves Tmolded gods: I am the LORD your God.

5‘And Rif you offer a sacrifice of a peace offering to the LORD, you shall offer it of your own free will.

6‘It shall be eaten the same day you offer it, and on the next day. And if any remains until the third day, it shall be burned in the fire.

7‘And if it is eaten at all on the third day, it is an abomination. It shall not be accepted.

8‘Therefore everyone who eats it shall bear his iniquity, because he has profaned the hallowed offering of the LORD; and that person shall be cut off from his people.

9R‘When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not wholly reap the corners of your field, nor shall you gather the gleanings of your harvest.

10‘And you shall not glean your vineyard, nor shall you gather every grape of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the stranger: I am the LORD your God.

11‘You shall not steal, nor deal falsely, Rnor lie to one another.

12‘And you shall not Rswear by My name falsely, nor shall you profane the name of your God: I am the LORD.

13R‘You shall not cheat your neighbor, nor rob him. RThe wages of him who is hired shall not remain with you all night until morning.

14‘You shall not curse the deaf, Rnor put a stumbling block before the blind, but shall fear your God: I am the LORD.

15‘You shall do no injustice in judgment. You shall not be partial to the poor, nor honor the person of the mighty. In righteousness you shall judge your neighbor.

16‘You shall not go about as a Rtalebearer among your people; nor shall you Rtake a stand against the life of your neighbor: I am the LORD.

17‘You shall not hate your brother in your heart. You shall surely rebuke your neighbor, and not bear sin because of him.

18‘You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, Rbut you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.

19‘You shall keep My statutes. You shall not let your livestock breed with another kind. You shall not sow your field with mixed seed. Nor shall a garment of mixed linen and wool come upon you.

20‘Whoever lies carnally with a woman who is betrothed to a man as a concubine, and who has not at all been redeemed nor given her freedom, for this there shall be scourging; but they shall not be put to death, because she was not free.

21‘And he shall bring his trespass offering to the LORD, to the door of the tabernacle of meeting, a ram as a trespass offering.

22‘The priest shall make Tatonement for him with the ram of the trespass offering before the LORD for his sin which he has committed. And the sin which he has committed shall be forgiven him.

23‘When you come into the land, and have planted all kinds of trees for food, then you shall count their fruit as Tuncircumcised. Three years it shall be as uncircumcised to you. It shall not be eaten.

24‘But in the fourth year all its fruit shall be holy, a praise to the LORD.

25‘And in the fifth year you may eat its fruit, that it may yield to you its increase: I am the LORD your God.

26‘You shall not eat anything with the blood, nor shall you practice divination or soothsaying.

27‘You shall not shave around the sides of your head, nor shall you disfigure the edges of your beard.

28‘You shall not Rmake any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor tattoo any marks on you: I am the LORD.

29R‘Do not prostitute your daughter, to cause her to be a harlot, lest the land fall into harlotry, and the land become full of wickedness.

30‘You shall keep My Sabbaths and reverence My sanctuary: I am the LORD.

31‘Give no regard to mediums and familiar spirits; do not seek after them, to be defiled by them: I am the LORD your God.

32R‘You shall rise before the gray headed and honor the presence of an old man, and fear your God: I am the LORD.

33‘And if a stranger dwells with you in your land, you shall not mistreat him.

34R‘The stranger who dwells among you shall be to you as one born among you, and Ryou shall love him as yourself; for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.

35‘You shall do no injustice in judgment, in measurement of length, weight, or volume.

36‘You shall have Rhonest scales, honest weights, an honest ephah, and an honest hin: I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.

37R‘Therefore you shall observe all My statutes and all My judgments, and perform them: I am the LORD.’”




CHAPTER 20

The Penalty for Worshiping Molech

1Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Again, you shall say to the children of Israel: ‘Whoever of the children of Israel, or of the strangers who dwell in Israel, who gives any of his descendants to Molech, he shall surely be put to death. The people of the land shall stone him with stones.

3R‘I will set My face against that man, and will cut him off from his people, because he has given some of his descendants to Molech, to defile My sanctuary and profane My holy name.

4‘And if the people of the land should in any way Thide their eyes from the man, when he gives some of his descendants to Molech, and they do not kill him, 

5‘then I will set My face against that man and against his family; and I will cut him off from his people, and all who prostitute themselves with him to commit harlotry with Molech.

The Penalty for Consulting Spirits

6‘And the person who turns to mediums and familiar spirits, to prostitute himself with them, I will set My face against that person and cut him off from his people.

7R‘Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am the LORD your God.

8‘And you shall keep RMy statutes, and perform them: RI am the LORD who Tsanctifies you.

The Penalty for Cursing Parents

9‘For Reveryone who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death. He has cursed his father or his mother. His blood shall be upon him.

The Penalty for Committing Sexual Sins

10R‘The man who commits adultery with another man’s wife, he who commits adultery with his neighbor’s wife, the adulterer and the adulteress, shall surely be put to death.

11‘The man who lies with his Rfather’s wife has uncovered his father’s nakedness; both of them shall surely be put to death. Their blood shall be upon them.

12‘If a man lies with his Rdaughter-in-law, both of them shall surely be put to death. They have committed perversion. Their blood shall be upon them.

13‘If a man lies with a male as he lies with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination. They shall surely be put to death. Their blood shall be upon them.

14‘If a man marries a woman and her mother, it is wickedness. They shall be burned with fire, both he and they, that there may be no wickedness among you.

15‘If a man mates with an Ranimal, he shall surely be put to death, and you shall kill the animal.

16‘If a woman approaches any animal and mates with it, you shall kill the woman and the animal. They shall surely be put to death. Their blood is upon them.

17‘If a man takes his Rsister, his father’s daughter or his mother’s daughter, and sees her nakedness and she sees his nakedness, it is a wicked thing. And they shall be Tcut off in the sight of their people. He has uncovered his sister’s nakedness. He shall bear his Tguilt.

18R‘If a man lies with a woman during her sickness and uncovers her nakedness, he has exposed her flow, and she has uncovered the flow of her blood. Both of them shall be cut off from their people.

19‘You shall not uncover the nakedness of your Rmother’s sister nor of your father’s sister, for that would uncover his near of kin. They shall bear their guilt.

20‘If a man lies with his uncle’s wife, he has uncovered his uncle’s nakedness. They shall bear their sin; they shall die childless.

21‘If a man takes his brother’s wife, it is an unclean thing. He has uncovered his brother’s nakedness. They shall be childless.

The Purpose of the Laws of Sanctification of the People

22‘You shall therefore keep all My Rstatutes and all My judgments, and perform them, that the land where I am bringing you to dwell may not vomit you out.

23R‘And you shall not walk in the statutes of the nation which I am casting out before you; for they commit all these things, and therefore I abhor them.

24‘But RI have said to you, “You shall inherit their land, and I will give it to you to possess, a land flowing with milk and honey.” I am the LORD your God, who has separated you from the peoples.

25‘You shall therefore distinguish between clean animals and unclean, between unclean birds and clean, Rand you shall not make yourselves abominable by beast or by bird, or by any kind of living thing that creeps on the ground, which I have separated from you as unclean.

26‘And you shall be holy to Me, for I the LORD am holy, and have separated you from the peoples, that you should be Mine.

27‘A man or a woman who is a medium, or who has familiar spirits, shall surely be put to death; they shall stone them with stones. Their blood shall be upon them.’”




CHAPTER 21

Laws Concerning Priests

1And the LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the priests, the sons of Aaron, and say to them: R‘None shall defile himself for the dead among his people, 

2‘except for his relatives who are nearest to him: his mother, his father, his son, his daughter, and his brother;

3‘also his virgin sister who is near to him, who has had no husband, for her he may defile himself.

4‘Otherwise he shall not defile himself, being a Tchief man among his people, to profane himself.

5R‘They shall not make any bald place on their heads, nor shall they shave the edges of their beards nor make any cuttings in their flesh.

6‘They shall be Rholy to their God and not profane the name of their God, for they offer the offerings of the LORD made by fire, and the Rbread of their God; Rtherefore they shall be holy.

7R‘They shall not take a wife who is a harlot or a defiled woman, nor shall they take a woman divorced from her husband; for the priest* is holy to his God.

8‘Therefore you shall consecrate him, for he offers the bread of your God. He shall be holy to you, for RI the LORD, who Rsanctify you, am holy.

9‘The daughter of any priest, if she profanes herself by playing the harlot, she profanes her father. She shall be Rburned with fire.

Laws Concerning the High Priest

10‘He who is the high priest among his brethren, on whose head the anointing oil was Rpoured and who is consecrated to wear the garments, shall not Runcover his head nor tear his clothes;

11‘nor shall he go Rnear any dead body, nor defile himself for his father or his mother;

12‘nor shall he go out of the sanctuary, nor profane the sanctuary of his God; for the Rconsecration of the anointing oil of his God is upon him: I am the LORD.

13‘And he shall take a wife in her virginity.

14‘A widow or a divorced woman or a defiled woman or a harlot—these he shall not marry; but he shall take a virgin of his own people as wife.

15‘Nor shall he profane his posterity among his people, for I the LORD sanctify him.’”

People Prohibited from the Priesthood

16And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

17“Speak to Aaron, saying: ‘No man of your descendants in succeeding generations, who has any defect, may approach to offer the bread of his God.

18‘For any man who has a defect shall not approach: a man blind or lame, who has a marred face or any limb too long, 

19‘a man who has a broken foot or broken hand, 

20‘or is a hunchback or a dwarf, or a man who has a defect in his eye, or eczema or scab, or is a eunuch.

21‘No man of the descendants of Aaron the priest, who has a defect, shall come near to offer the offerings made by fire to the LORD. He has a defect; he shall not come near to offer the bread of his God.

22‘He may eat the bread of his God, both the most holy and the holy;

23‘only he shall not go near the Rveil or approach the altar, because he has a defect, lest Rhe profane My sanctuaries; for I the LORD sanctify them.’”

24And Moses told it to Aaron and his sons, and to all the children of Israel.




CHAPTER 22

Things Prohibited of the Priesthood

1Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to Aaron and his sons, that they Rseparate themselves from the holy things of the children of Israel, and that they do not profane My holy name by what they dedicate to Me: I am the LORD.

3“Say to them: ‘Whoever of all your descendants throughout your generations, who goes near the holy things which the children of Israel dedicate to the LORD, while he has uncleanness upon him, that person shall be cut off from My presence: I am the LORD.

4‘Whatever man of the descendants of Aaron, who is a Rleper or has Ra discharge, shall not eat the holy offerings until he is clean. And whoever touches anything made unclean by a corpse, or a man who has had an emission of semen, 

5‘or whoever touches any creeping thing by which he would be made unclean, or any person by whom he would become unclean, whatever his uncleanness may be—

6‘the person who has touched any such thing shall be unclean until evening, and shall not eat the holy offerings unless he Rwashes his body with water.

7‘And when the sun goes down he shall be clean; and afterward he may eat the holy offerings, because it is his food.

8R‘Whatever dies naturally or is torn by beasts he shall not eat, to defile himself with it: I am the LORD.

9‘They shall therefore keep RMy Tordinance, Rlest they bear sin for it and die thereby, if they profane it: I the LORD sanctify them.

10‘No outsider shall eat the holy offering; one who dwells with the priest, or a hired servant, shall not eat the holy thing.

11‘But if the priest Rbuys a person with his money, he may eat it; and one who is born in his house may eat his food.

12‘If the priest’s daughter is married to an outsider, she may not eat of the holy offerings.

13‘But if the priest’s daughter is a widow or divorced, and has no child, and has returned to her father’s house as in her youth, she may eat her father’s food; but no outsider shall eat it.

14‘And if a man eats the holy offering unintentionally, then he shall restore a holy offering to the priest, and add one-fifth to it.

15‘They shall not profane the Rholy offerings of the children of Israel, which they offer to the LORD, 

16‘or allow them to bear the guilt of trespass when they eat their holy offerings; for I the LORD sanctify them.’”

Sacrifices Prohibited of the Priesthood

17And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

18“Speak to Aaron and his sons, and to all the children of Israel, and say to them: R‘Whatever man of the house of Israel, or of the strangers in Israel, who offers his sacrifice for any of his vows or for any of his freewill offerings, which they offer to the LORD as a burnt offering—

19R‘you shall offer of your own free will a male without blemish from the cattle, from the sheep, or from the goats.

20R‘Whatever has a defect, you shall not offer, for it shall not be acceptable on your behalf.

21‘And Rwhoever offers a sacrifice of a peace offering to the LORD, to fulfill his vow, or a freewill offering from the cattle or the sheep, it must be perfect to be accepted; there shall be no defect in it.

22R‘Those that are blind or broken or maimed, or have an ulcer or eczema or scabs, you shall not offer to the LORD, nor make Ran offering by fire of them on the altar to the LORD.

23‘Either a bull or a lamb that has any limb Rtoo long or too short you may offer as a freewill offering, but for a vow it shall not be accepted.

24‘You shall not offer to the LORD what is bruised or crushed, or torn or cut; nor shall you make any offering of them in your land.

25‘Nor Rfrom a foreigner’s hand shall you offer any of these as the bread of your God, because their corruption is in them, and defects are in them. They shall not be accepted on your behalf.’”

26And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

27R“When a bull or a sheep or a goat is born, it shall be seven days with its mother; and from the eighth day and thereafter it shall be accepted as an offering made by fire to the LORD.

28“Whether it is a cow or ewe, do not kill both her and her young on the same day.

29“And when you Roffer a sacrifice of thanksgiving to the LORD, offer it of your own free will.

30“On the same day it shall be eaten; you shall leave Rnone of it until morning: I am the LORD.

The Purpose of the Laws of the Priesthood

31R“Therefore you shall keep My commandments, and perform them: I am the LORD.

32“You shall not profane My holy name, but I will be hallowed among the children of Israel. I am the LORD who sanctifies you, 

33“who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I am the LORD.”




CHAPTER 23

The Weekly Sabbath

1And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘The feasts of the LORD, which you shall proclaim to be Rholy convocations, these are My feasts.

3R‘Six days shall work be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy convocation. You shall do no work on it; it is the Sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings.

Passover

4R‘These are the feasts of the LORD, holy convocations which you shall proclaim at their appointed times.

5‘On the fourteenth day of the first month at twilight is the LORD’s Passover.

Unleavened Bread

6‘And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to the LORD; seven days you must eat unleavened bread.

7R‘On the first day you shall have a holy convocation; you shall do no Tcustomary work on it.

8‘But you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD for seven days. The seventh day shall be a holy convocation; you shall do no customary work on it.’”

Firstfruits

9And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

10“Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When you come into the land which I give to you, and reap its harvest, then you shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to the priest.

11‘He shall Rwave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted on your behalf; on the day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it.

12‘And you shall offer on that day, when you wave the sheaf, a male lamb of the first year, without blemish, as a burnt offering to the LORD.

13‘Its grain offering shall be two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil, an offering made by fire to the LORD, for a Tsweet aroma; and its drink offering shall be of wine, one-fourth of a hin.

14‘You shall eat neither bread nor parched grain nor fresh grain until the same day that you have brought an offering to your God; it shall be a statute forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.

Pentecost

15‘And you shall count for yourselves from the day after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the sheaf of the wave offering: seven Sabbaths shall be completed.

16‘Count Rfifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you shall offer a new grain offering to the LORD.

17‘You shall bring from your dwellings two wave loaves of two-tenths of an ephah. They shall be of fine flour; they shall be baked with leaven. They are Rthe firstfruits to the LORD.

18‘And you shall offer with the bread seven lambs of the first year, without blemish, one young bull, and two rams. They shall be as a burnt offering to the LORD, with their grain offering and their drink offerings, an offering made by fire for a sweet aroma to the LORD.

19‘Then you shall sacrifice Rone kid of the goats as a sin offering, and two male lambs of the first year as a sacrifice of a Rpeace offering.

20‘The priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits as a wave offering before the LORD, with the two lambs. They shall be holy to the LORD for the priest.

21‘And you shall proclaim on the same day that it is a holy convocation to you. You shall do no customary work on it. It shall be a statute forever in all your dwellings throughout your generations.

22‘When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not wholly reap the corners of your field when you reap, nor shall you gather any gleaning from your harvest. You shall leave them for the poor and for the stranger: I am the LORD your God.’”

Trumpets

23Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

24“Speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘In the Rseventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall have a sabbath-rest, Ra memorial of blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation.

25‘You shall do no customary work on it; and you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD.’”

Day of Atonement

26And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

27R“Also the tenth day of this seventh month shall be the Day of Atonement. It shall be a holy convocation for you; you shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire to the LORD.

28“And you shall do no work on that same day, for it is the Day of Atonement, to make atonement for you before the LORD your God.

29“For any person who is not Rafflicted in soul on that same day Rshall be cut off from his people.

30“And any person who does any work on that same day, Rthat person I will destroy from among his people.

31“You shall do no manner of work; it shall be a statute forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.

32“It shall be to you a sabbath of solemn rest, and you shall Tafflict your souls; on the ninth day of the month at evening, from evening to evening, you shall Tcelebrate your sabbath.”

Tabernacles

33Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

34“Speak to the children of Israel, saying: R‘The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days to the LORD.

35‘On the first day there shall be a holy convocation. You shall do no customary work on it.

36‘For seven days you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD. On the eighth day you shall have a holy convocation, and you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD. It is a Tsacred assembly, and you shall do no customary work on it.

37R‘These are the feasts of the LORD which you shall proclaim to be holy convocations, to offer an offering made by fire to the LORD, a burnt offering and a grain offering, a sacrifice and drink offerings, everything on its day—

38R‘besides the Sabbaths of the LORD, besides your gifts, besides all your vows, and besides all your freewill offerings which you give to the LORD.

39‘Also on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have Rgathered in the fruit of the land, you shall keep the feast of the LORD for seven days; on the first day there shall be a sabbath-rest, and on the eighth day a sabbath-rest.

40‘And Ryou shall take for yourselves on the first day the fruit of beautiful trees, branches of palm trees, the boughs of leafy trees, and willows of the brook; Rand you shall rejoice before the LORD your God for seven days.

41‘You shall keep it as a feast to the LORD for seven days in the year. It shall be a statute forever in your generations. You shall celebrate it in the seventh month.

42R‘You shall dwell in booths for seven days. RAll who are native Israelites shall dwell in booths, 

43‘that your generations may Rknow that I made the children of Israel dwell in booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.’”

44So Moses Rdeclared to the children of Israel the feasts of the LORD.




CHAPTER 24

Oil for the Lamps

1Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2R“Command the children of Israel that they bring to you pure oil of pressed olives for the light, to make the lamps burn continually.

3“Outside the veil of the Testimony, in the tabernacle of meeting, Aaron shall be in charge of it from evening until morning before the LORD continually; it shall be a statute forever in your generations.

4“He shall be in charge of the lamps on Rthe pure gold lampstand before the LORD continually.

The Showbread

5“And you shall take fine flour and bake twelve Rcakes with it. Two-tenths of an ephah shall be in each cake.

6“You shall set them in two rows, six in a row, on the pure gold table before the LORD.

7“And you shall put pure frankincense on each row, that it may be on the bread for a Rmemorial, an offering made by fire to the LORD.

8R“Every Sabbath he shall set it in order before the LORD continually, being taken from the children of Israel by an everlasting covenant.

9“And it shall be for Aaron and his sons, and they shall eat it in a holy place; for it is most holy to him from the offerings of the LORD made by fire, by a perpetual statute.”

Law of the Sanctified Name of God

10Now the son of an Israelite woman, whose father was an Egyptian, went out among the children of Israel; and this Israelite woman’s son and a man of Israel fought each other in the camp.

11And the Israelite woman’s son Rblasphemed the name of the LORD and cursed; and so they brought him to Moses. (His mother’s name was Shelomith the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan.)

12Then they Rput him Tin custody, Rthat the mind of the LORD might be shown to them.

13And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

14“Take outside the camp him who has cursed; then let all who heard him Rlay their hands on his head, and let all the congregation stone him.

15“Then you shall speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘Whoever curses his God Rshall bear his sin.

16‘And whoever blasphemes the name of the LORD shall surely be put to death. All the congregation shall certainly stone him, the stranger as well as him who is born in the land. When he blasphemes the name of the LORD, he shall be put to death.

17R‘Whoever kills any man shall surely be put to death.

18R‘Whoever kills an animal shall make it good, animal for animal.

19‘If a man causes disfigurement of his neighbor, as Rhe has done, so shall it be done to him—

20‘fracture for Rfracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth; as he has caused disfigurement of a man, so shall it be done to him.

21‘And whoever kills an animal shall restore it; but whoever kills a man shall be put to death.

22‘You shall have Rthe same law for the stranger and for one from your own country; for I am the LORD your God.’”

23Then Moses spoke to the children of Israel; and they took outside the camp him who had cursed, and stoned him with stones. So the children of Israel did as the LORD commanded Moses.




CHAPTER 25

Law of the Sabbath Year

1And the LORD spoke to Moses on Mount RSinai, saying, 

2“Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When you come into the land which I give you, then the land shall Rkeep a sabbath to the LORD.

3‘Six years you shall sow your field, and six years you shall prune your vineyard, and gather its fruit;

4‘but in the seventh year there shall be a sabbath of solemn Rrest for the land, a sabbath to the LORD. You shall neither sow your field nor prune your vineyard.

5R‘What grows of its own accord of your harvest you shall not reap, nor gather the grapes of your untended vine, for it is a year of rest for the land.

6‘And the sabbath produce of the land shall be food for you: for you, your male and female servants, your hired man, and the stranger who dwells with you, 

7‘for your livestock and the beasts that are in your land—all its produce shall be for food.

Law of the Year of Jubilee

8‘And you shall count seven sabbaths of years for yourself, seven times seven years; and the time of the seven sabbaths of years shall be to you forty-nine years.

9‘Then you shall cause the trumpet of the Jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month; Ron the Day of Atonement you shall make the trumpet to sound throughout all your land.

10‘And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and Rproclaim liberty throughout all the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a Jubilee for you; and each of you shall return to his possession, and each of you shall return to his family.

11‘That fiftieth year shall be a Jubilee to you; in it Ryou shall neither sow nor reap what grows of its own accord, nor gather the grapes of your untended vine.

12‘For it is the Jubilee; it shall be holy to you; you shall eat its produce from the field.

13R‘In this Year of Jubilee, each of you shall return to his possession.

14‘And if you sell anything to your neighbor or buy from your neighbor’s hand, you shall not Roppress one another.

15R‘According to the number of years after the Jubilee you shall buy from your neighbor, and according to the number of years of crops he shall sell to you.

16‘According to the multitude of years you shall increase its price, and according to the fewer number of years you shall diminish its price; for he sells to you according to the number of the years of the crops.

17‘Therefore Ryou shall not Toppress one another, but you shall fear your God; for I am the LORD your God.

18‘So you shall observe My statutes and keep My judgments, and perform them; and you will dwell in the land in safety.

19‘Then the land will yield its fruit, and Ryou will eat your fill, and dwell there in safety.

20‘And if you say, R“What shall we eat in the seventh year, since we shall not sow nor gather in our produce?”

21‘Then I will Rcommand My blessing on you in the sixth year, and it will bring forth produce enough for three years.

22R‘And you shall sow in the eighth year, and eat Rold produce until the ninth year; until its produce comes in, you shall eat of the old harvest.

23‘The land shall not be sold permanently, for Rthe land is Mine; for you are Rstrangers and sojourners with Me.

24‘And in all the land of your possession you shall grant redemption of the land.

25‘If one of your brethren becomes poor, and has sold some of his possession, and if his redeeming relative comes to redeem it, then he may redeem what his brother sold.

26‘Or if the man has no one to redeem it, but he himself becomes able to redeem it, 

27‘then Rlet him count the years since its sale, and restore the remainder to the man to whom he sold it, that he may return to his possession.

28‘But if he is not able to have it restored to himself, then what was sold shall remain in the hand of him who bought it until the Year of Jubilee; Rand in the Jubilee it shall be released, and he shall return to his possession.

29‘If a man sells a house in a walled city, then he may redeem it within a whole year after it is sold; within a full year he may redeem it.

30‘But if it is not redeemed within the space of a full year, then the house in the walled city shall belong permanently to him who bought it, throughout his generations. It shall not be released in the Jubilee.

31‘However the houses of villages which have no wall around them shall be counted as the fields of the country. They may be redeemed, and they shall be released in the Jubilee.

32‘Nevertheless the cities of the Levites, and the houses in the cities of their possession, the Levites may redeem at any time.

33‘And if a man purchases a house from the Levites, then the house that was sold in the city of his possession shall be released in the Jubilee; for the houses in the cities of the Levites are their possession among the children of Israel.

34‘But the field of the common-land of their cities may not be Rsold, for it is their perpetual possession.

35‘If one of your brethren becomes poor, and falls into poverty among you, then you shall help him, like a stranger or a sojourner, that he may live with you.

36R‘Take no usury or interest from him; but Rfear your God, that your brother may live with you.

37‘You shall not lend him your money for usury, nor lend him your food at a profit.

38‘I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to give you the land of Canaan and to be your God.

39‘And if one of your brethren who dwells by you becomes poor, and sells himself to you, you shall not compel him to serve as a slave.

40‘As a hired servant and a sojourner he shall be with you, and shall serve you until the Year of Jubilee.

41‘And then he shall depart from you—he and his children Rwith him—and shall return to his own family. He shall return to the possession of his fathers.

42‘For they are RMy servants, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt; they shall not be sold as slaves.

43R‘You shall not rule over him with rigor, but you shall fear your God.

44‘And as for your male and female slaves whom you may have—from the nations that are around you, from them you may buy male and female slaves.

45‘Moreover you may buy Rthe children of the strangers who dwell among you, and their families who are with you, which they beget in your land; and they shall become your property.

46‘And Ryou may take them as an inheritance for your children after you, to inherit them as a possession; they shall be your permanent slaves. But regarding your brethren, the children of Israel, you shall not rule over one another with rigor.

47‘Now if a sojourner or stranger close to you becomes rich, and one of your brethren who dwells by him becomes poor, and sells himself to the stranger or sojourner close to you, or to a member of the stranger’s family, 

48‘after he is sold he may be redeemed again. One of his brothers may redeem him;

49‘or his uncle or his uncle’s son may redeem him; or anyone who is near of kin to him in his family may redeem him; or if he is able he may redeem himself.

50‘Thus he shall reckon with him who bought him: The price of his release shall be according to the number of years, from the year that he was sold to him until the Year of Jubilee; it shall be Raccording to the time of a hired servant for him.

51‘If there are still many years remaining, according to them he shall repay the price of his redemption from the money with which he was bought.

52‘And if there remain but a few years until the Year of Jubilee, then he shall reckon with him, and according to his years he shall repay him the price of his redemption.

53‘He shall be with him as a yearly hired servant, and he shall not rule with rigor over him in your sight.

54‘And if he is not redeemed in these years, then he shall be released in the Year of Jubilee—he and his children with him.

55‘For the children of Israel are servants to Me; they are My servants whom I brought out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.




CHAPTER 26

Basic Requirements of Obedience

1‘YOU shall Rnot make idols for yourselves;

neither a carved image nor a sacred pillar shall you rear up for yourselves;

nor shall you set up an engraved stone in your land, to bow down to it;

for I am the LORD your God.

2RYou shall Tkeep My Sabbaths and reverence My sanctuary:

I am the LORD.

Conditions and Results of Obedience

3R‘If you walk in My statutes and keep My commandments, and perform them, 

4Rthen I will give you rain in its season, Rthe land shall yield its produce, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit.

5RYour threshing shall last till the time of vintage, and the vintage shall last till the time of sowing;

you shall eat your bread to the full, and dwell in your land safely.

6RI will give peace in the land, and Ryou shall lie down, and none will make you afraid;

I will rid the land of RevilT beasts, 

and Rthe sword will not go through your land.

7You will chase your enemies, and they shall fall by the sword before you.

8RFive of you shall chase a hundred, and a hundred of you shall put ten thousand to flight;

your enemies shall fall by the sword before you.

9‘For I will look on you favorably and make you fruitful, multiply you and confirm My covenant with you.

10You shall eat the old harvest, and clear out the old because of the new.

11I will set My tabernacle among you, and My soul shall not abhor you.

12I will walk among you and be your God, and you shall be My people.

13I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that you should not be their slaves;

I have broken the bands of your yoke and made you walk Tupright.

Conditions and Results of Disobedience

14‘But if you do not obey Me, and do not observe all these commandments, 

15and if you despise My statutes, or if your soul abhors My judgments, so that you do not perform all My commandments, but break My covenant, 

16I also will do this to you:

I will even appoint terror over you, Rwasting disease and fever which shall Rconsume the eyes and cause sorrow of heart.

And you shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it.

17I will set My face against you, and you shall be defeated by your enemies.

RThose who hate you shall reign over you, and you shall Rflee when no one pursues you.

18‘And after all this, if you do not obey Me, then I will punish you Rseven times more for your sins.

19I will break the pride of your power;

I Rwill make your heavens like iron and your earth like bronze.

20And your Rstrength shall be spent in vain;

for your Rland shall not yield its produce, nor shall the trees of the land yield their fruit.

21‘Then, if you walk contrary to Me, and are not willing to obey Me, I will bring on you seven times more plagues, according to your sins.

22RI will also send wild beasts among you, which shall rob you of your children, destroy your livestock, and make you few in number;

and your highways shall be desolate.

23‘And if Rby these things you are not reformed by Me, but walk contrary to Me, 

24Rthen I also will walk contrary to you, and I will punish you yet seven times for your sins.

25And RI will bring a sword against you that will execute the vengeance of the covenant;

when you are gathered together within your cities RI will send pestilence among you;

and you shall be delivered into the hand of the enemy.

26When I have cut off your supply of bread, ten women shall bake your bread in one oven, and they shall bring back your bread by weight, and you shall eat and not be satisfied.

27‘And after all this, if you do not obey Me, but walk contrary to Me, 

28then I also will walk contrary to you in fury; and I, even I, will chastise you seven times for your sins.

29RYou shall eat the flesh of your sons, and you shall eat the flesh of your daughters.

30RI will destroy your high places, cut down your incense altars, and cast your carcasses on the lifeless forms of your idols;

and My soul shall abhor you.

31I will lay your Rcities waste and Rbring your sanctuaries to desolation, and I will not smell the fragrance of your sweet aromas.

32RI will bring the land to desolation, and your enemies who dwell in it shall be astonished at it.

33RI will scatter you among the nations and draw out a sword after you; your land shall be desolate and your cities waste.

34RThen the land shall enjoy its sabbaths as long as it lies desolate and you are in your enemies’ land;

then the land shall rest and enjoy its sabbaths.

35As long as it lies desolate it shall rest—for the time it did not rest on your Rsabbaths when you dwelt in it.

36‘And as for those of you who are left, I will send RfaintnessT into their hearts in the lands of their enemies; the sound of a shaken leaf shall cause them to flee; they shall flee as though fleeing from a sword, and they shall fall when no one pursues.

37RThey shall stumble over one another, as it were before a sword, when no one pursues;

and Ryou shall have no power to stand before your enemies.

38You shall Rperish among the nations, and the land of your enemies shall eat you up.

39And those of you who are left Rshall waste away in their iniquity in your enemies’ lands;

also in their fathers’ iniquities, which are with them, they shall waste away.

The Promise of Restoration

40‘But if they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their fathers, with their unfaithfulness in which they were unfaithful to Me, and that they also have walked contrary to Me, 

41and that I also have walked contrary to them and have brought them into the land of their enemies; if their uncircumcised hearts are humbled, and they accept their guilt—

42then I will Rremember My covenant with Jacob, and My covenant with Isaac and My covenant with Abraham I will remember;

I will Rremember the land.

43The land also shall be left empty by them, and will enjoy its sabbaths while it lies desolate without them; they will accept their guilt, because they despised My judgments and because their soul abhorred My statutes.

44Yet for all that, when they are in the land of their enemies, RI will not cast them away, nor shall I abhor them, to utterly destroy them and break My covenant with them;

for I am the LORD their God.

45But Rfor their sake I will remember the covenant of their ancestors, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt Rin the sight of the nations, that I might be their God:

I am the LORD.’”

46RThese are the statutes and judgments and laws which the LORD made between Himself and the children of Israel on Mount Sinai by the hand of Moses.




CHAPTER 27

Consecration of Persons

1Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: R‘When a man consecrates by a vow certain persons to the LORD, according to your Tvaluation, 

3‘if your valuation is of a male from twenty years old up to sixty years old, then your valuation shall be fifty shekels of silver, according to the shekel of the sanctuary.

4‘If it is a female, then your valuation shall be thirty shekels;

5‘and if from five years old up to twenty years old, then your valuation for a male shall be twenty shekels, and for a female ten shekels;

6‘and if from a month old up to five years old, then your valuation for a male shall be five shekels of silver, and for a female your valuation shall be three shekels of silver;

7‘and if from sixty years old and above, if it is a male, then your valuation shall be fifteen shekels, and for a female ten shekels.

8‘But if he is too poor to pay your valuation, then he shall present himself before the priest, and the priest shall set a value for Rhim; according to the ability of him who vowed, the priest shall value him.

Consecration of Animals

9‘If it is an animal that men may bring as an offering to the LORD, all that anyone gives to the LORD shall be holy.

10‘He shall not substitute it or exchange it, good for bad or bad for good; and if he at all exchanges animal for animal, then both it and the one exchanged for it shall be holy.

11‘If it is an unclean animal which they do not offer as a sacrifice to the LORD, then he shall present the animal before the priest;

12‘and the priest shall set a value for it, whether it is good or bad; as you, the priest, value it, so it shall be.

13R‘But if he wants at all to redeem it, then he must add one-fifth to your valuation.

Consecration of Houses

14‘And when a man dedicates his house to be holy to the LORD, then the priest shall set a value for it, whether it is good or bad; as the priest values it, so it shall stand.

15‘If he who dedicated it wants to Tredeem his house, then he must add one-fifth of the money of your valuation to it, and it shall be his.

Consecration of Fields

16‘If a man Tdedicates to the LORD part of a field of his possession, then your valuation shall be according to the seed for it. A homer of barley seed shall be valued at fifty shekels of silver.

17‘If he dedicates his field from the Year of Jubilee, according to your valuation it shall stand.

18‘But if he dedicates his field after the Jubilee, then the priest shall reckon to him the money due according to the years that remain till the Year of Jubilee, and it shall be deducted from your valuation.

19‘And if he who dedicates the field ever wishes to redeem it, then he must add one-fifth of the money of your valuation to it, and it shall belong to him.

20‘But if he does not want to redeem the field, or if he has sold the field to another man, it shall not be redeemed anymore;

21‘but the field, Rwhen it is released in the Jubilee, shall be holy to the LORD, as a Rdevoted field; it shall be Rthe possession of the priest.

22‘And if a man dedicates to the LORD a field which he has bought, which is not the field of Rhis possession, 

23‘then the priest shall reckon to him the worth of your valuation, up to the Year of Jubilee, and he shall give your valuation on that day as a holy offering to the LORD.

24‘In the Year of Jubilee the field shall return to him from whom it was bought, to the one who owned the land as a possession.

25‘And all your valuations shall be according to the shekel of the sanctuary: Rtwenty gerahs to the shekel.

Firstborn Clean Animals

26‘But the Rfirstborn of the animals, which should be the LORD’s firstborn, no man shall dedicate; whether it is an ox or sheep, it is the LORD’s.

27‘And if it is an unclean animal, then he shall redeem it according to your valuation, and Rshall add one-fifth to it; or if it is not redeemed, then it shall be sold according to your valuation.

Devoted Things

28‘Nevertheless no devoted offering that a man may devote to the LORD of all that he has, both man and beast, or the field of his possession, shall be sold or redeemed; every devoted offering is most holy to the LORD.

29R‘No person under the ban, who may become doomed to destruction among men, shall be redeemed, but shall surely be put to death.

Tithes

30‘And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD’s. It is holy to the LORD.

31‘If a man wants at all to redeem any of his tithes, he shall add one-fifth to it.

32‘And concerning the tithe of the herd or the flock, of whatever passes under the rod, the tenth one shall be holy to the LORD.

33‘He shall not inquire whether it is good or bad, Rnor shall he exchange it; and if he exchanges it at all, then both it and the one exchanged for it shall be holy; it shall not be redeemed.’”

The Conclusion of Leviticus

34These are the commandments which the LORD commanded Moses for the children of Israel on Mount RSinai.




The Fourth Book of Moses Called Numbers

[image: ]

THE BOOK OF NUMBERS

Numbers is the book of wanderings. It takes its name from the two numberings of the Israelites—the first at Mount Sinai and the second on the plains of Moab. Most of the book, however, describes Israel’s experiences as they wander in the wilderness. The lesson of Numbers is clear. While it may be necessary to pass through wilderness experiences, one does not have to live there. For Israel, an eleven-day journey became a forty-year agony.

The title of Numbers comes from the first word in the Hebrew text, Wayyedabber, “And He Said.” Jewish writings, however, usually refer to it by the fifth Hebrew word in 1:1, Bemidbar, “In the Wilderness, ” which more nearly indicates the content of the book. The Greek title in the Septuagint is Arithmoi, “Numbers.” The Latin Vulgate followed this title and translated it Liber Numeri, “Book of Numbers.” These titles are based on the two numberings: the generation of Exodus (Num. 1) and the generation that grew up in the wilderness and conquered Canaan (Num. 26). Numbers has also been called the “Book of the Journeyings, ” the “Book of the Murmurings, ” and the “Fourth Book of Moses.”
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THE AUTHOR OF NUMBERS

The evidence that points to Moses as the author of Numbers is similar to that for the previous books of the Pentateuch. These five books form such a literary unit that they rise or fall together on the matter of authorship.

External Evidence: The Jews, the Samaritans, and the early church give testimony to the Mosaic authorship of Numbers. Also a number of New Testament passages cite events from Numbers and associate them with Moses. These include John 3:14; Acts 7 and 13; 1 Corinthians 10:1–11; Hebrews 3 and 4; and Jude 11.

Internal Evidence: There are more than eighty claims that “the LORD spoke to Moses” (the first is 1:1). In addition, Numbers 33:2 makes this clear statement: “Now Moses wrote down the starting points of their journeys at the command of the LORD.” Moses kept detailed records as an eyewitness of the events in this book. As the central character in Exodus through Deuteronomy, he was better qualified than any other man to write these books.

Some scholars have claimed that the third-person references to Moses point to a different author. However, use of the third person was a common practice in the ancient world. Caesar, for example, did the same in his writings.
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THE TIME OF NUMBERS

Leviticus covers only one month, but Numbers stretches over almost thirty-nine years (c. 1444–1405 B.C.). It records Israel’s movement from the last twenty days at Mount Sinai (1:1; 10:11), the wandering around Kadesh Barnea, and finally the arrival in the plains of Moab in the fortieth year (22:1; 26:3; 33:50; Deut. 1:3). Their tents occupy several square miles whenever they camp since there are probably over two-and-a-half million people (based on the census figures in Numbers 1 and 26). God miraculously feeds and sustains them in the desert—He preserves their clothing and gives them manna, meat, water, leaders, and a promise (14:34).
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THE CHRIST OF NUMBERS

Perhaps the clearest portrait of Christ in Numbers is the bronze serpent on the stake, a picture of the Crucifixion (21:4–9): “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up” (John 3:14). The rock that quenches the thirst of the multitudes is also a type of Christ: “they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ” (1 Cor. 10:4). The daily manna pictures the Bread of Life who later comes down from heaven (John 6:31–33).

Balaam foresees the rulership of Christ: “I see Him, but not now; I behold Him, but not near; a Star shall come out of Jacob; a Scepter shall rise out of Israel” (24:17). The guidance and presence of Christ is seen in the pillar of cloud and fire, and the sinner’s refuge in Christ may be seen in the six cities of refuge. The red heifer sacrifice (Num. 19) is also considered a type of Christ.
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KEYS TO NUMBERS

Key Word: Wanderings—Numbers records the failure of Israel to believe in the promise of God and the resulting judgment of wandering in the wilderness for forty years.

Key Verses: Numbers 14:22, 23; 20:12—“Because all these men who have seen My glory and the signs which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have put Me to the test now these ten times, and have not heeded My voice, they certainly shall not see the land of which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who rejected Me see it” (14:22, 23).

“Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, ‘Because you did not believe Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them’” (20:12).

Key Chapter: Numbers 14—The critical turning point of Numbers may be seen in Numbers 14 when Israel rejects God by refusing to go up and conquer the Promised Land. God judges Israel “according to the number of the days in which you spied out the land, forty days, for each day you shall bear your guilt one year, namely forty years, and you shall know My rejection” (14:34).
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SURVEY OF NUMBERS

Israel as a nation is in its infancy at the outset of this book, only thirteen months after the exodus from Egypt. In Numbers, the book of divine discipline, it becomes necessary for the nation to go through the painful process of testing and maturation. God must teach His people the consequences of irresponsible decisions. The forty years of wilderness experience transform them from a rabble of ex-slaves into a nation ready to take the Promised Land. Numbers begins with the old generation (1:1–10:10), moves through a tragic transitional period (10:11–25:18), and ends with the new generation (26–36) at the doorway to the land of Canaan.

The Old Generation (1:1–10:10): The generation that witnessed God’s miraculous acts of deliverance and preservation receives further direction from God while they are still at the foot of Mount Sinai (1:1–10:10). God’s instructions are very explicit, reaching every aspect of their lives. He is the Author of order, not confusion; and this is seen in the way He organizes the people around the tabernacle. Turning from the outward conditions of the camp (1–4) to the inward conditions (5–10), Numbers describes the spiritual preparation of the people.

The Tragic Transition (10:11–25:18): Israel follows God step-by-step until Canaan is in sight. Then in the crucial moment at Kadesh they draw back in unbelief. Their murmurings had already become incessant, “Now when the people complained, it displeased the LORD; for the LORD heard it” (11:1). But their unbelief after sending out the twelve spies at Kadesh Barnea is something God will not tolerate. Their rebellion at Kadesh marks the pivotal point of the book. The generation of the Exodus will not be the generation of the conquest.

Unbelief brings discipline and hinders God’s blessing. The old generation is doomed to literally kill time for forty years of wilderness wanderings—one year for every day spent by the twelve spies in inspecting the land. They are judged by disinheritance and death as their journey changes from one of anticipation to one of aimlessness. Only Joshua and Caleb, the two spies who believed God, enter Canaan. Almost nothing is recorded about these transitional years.

The New Generation (26–36): When the transition to the new generation is complete, the people move to the plains of Moab, directly east of the Promised Land (22:1). Before they can enter the land they must wait until all is ready. Here they receive new instructions, a new census is taken, Joshua is appointed as Moses’ successor, and some of the people settle in the Transjordan.

Numbers records two generations (1–14 and 21–36), two numberings (1 and 26), two journeyings (10–14 and 21–27), and two sets of instructions (5–9 and 28–36). It illustrates both the kindness and severity of God (Rom. 11:22) and teaches that God’s people can move forward only as they trust and depend on Him.

[image: ]

OUTLINE OF NUMBERS

Part One: The Preparation of the Old Generation to Inherit the Promised Land (1:1–10:10)
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1. The First Census of Israel … 1:1–54

2. Arrangement of the Camp … 2:1–34

B. Organization of the Priests … 3:1–4:49

1. The Census of the Levites … 3:1–39

2. The Substitution of the Levites for the Firstborn … 3:40–51

3. The Ministry of the Levites … 4:1–49

II. Sanctification of Israel … 5:1–10:10

A. Sanctification Through Separation … 5:1–31

1. Separation of Unclean Persons … 5:1–4

2. Separation in Restitution for Sin … 5:5–10

3. Separation from Suspected Infidelity … 5:11–31
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C. Sanctification Through Worship … 7:1–9:14
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3. The Passover Is Celebrated … 9:1–14
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1. Guidance of the Cloud … 9:15–23
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Part Two: The Failure of the Old Generation to Inherit the Promised Land (10:11–25:18)

I. The Failure of Israel En Route to Kadesh … 10:11–12:16
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1. Israel Complains About Circumstances … 11:1–3
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2. Moses Complains About His Own Life … 11:14, 15
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E. God Provides for the People … 11:31–35
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CHAPTER 1

The First Census of Israel

1Now the LORD spoke to Moses in the Wilderness of Sinai, in the tabernacle of meeting, on the first day of the second month, in the second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt, saying:

2“Take a census of all the congregation of the children of Israel, by their families, by their fathers’ houses, according to the number of names, every male individually, 

3“from twenty years old and above—all who are able to go to war in Israel. You and Aaron shall number them by their armies.

4“And with you there shall be a man from every tribe, each one the head of his father’s house.

5“These are the names of the men who shall stand with you: from Reuben, Elizur the son of Shedeur;

6“from Simeon, Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai;

7“from Judah, Nahshon the son of Amminadab;

8“from Issachar, Nethanel the son of Zuar;

9“from Zebulun, Eliab the son of Helon;

10“from the sons of Joseph: from Ephraim, Elishama the son of Ammihud; from Manasseh, Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur;

11“from Benjamin, Abidan the son of Gideoni;

12“from Dan, Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai;

13“from Asher, Pagiel the son of Ocran;

14“from Gad, Eliasaph the son of Deuel;*

15“from Naphtali, Ahira the son of Enan.”

16RThese were Rchosen from the congregation, leaders of their fathers’ tribes, heads of the divisions in Israel.

17Then Moses and Aaron took these men who had been mentioned by name, 

18and they assembled all the congregation together on the first day of the second month; and they recited their ancestry by families, by their fathers’ houses, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and above, each one individually.

19As the LORD commanded Moses, so he numbered them in the Wilderness of Sinai.

20Now the Rchildren of Reuben, Israel’s oldest son, their genealogies by their families, by their fathers’ house, according to the number of names, every male individually, from twenty years old and above, all who were able to go to war:

21those who were numbered of the tribe of Reuben were forty-six thousand five hundred.

22From the children of Simeon, their genealogies by their families, by their fathers’ house, of those who were numbered, according to the number of names, every male individually, from twenty years old and above, all who were able to go to war:

23those who were numbered of the tribe of Simeon were fifty-nine thousand three hundred.

24From the Rchildren of Gad, their genealogies by their families, by their fathers’ house, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and above, all who were able to go to war:

25those who were numbered of the tribe of Gad were forty-five thousand six hundred and fifty.

26From the Rchildren of Judah, their genealogies by their families, by their fathers’ house, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and above, all who were able to go to war:

27those who were numbered of the tribe of Judah were Rseventy-four thousand six hundred.

28From the Rchildren of Issachar, their genealogies by their families, by their fathers’ house, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and above, all who were able to go to war:

29those who were numbered of the tribe of Issachar were fifty-four thousand four hundred.

30From the Rchildren of Zebulun, their genealogies by their families, by their fathers’ house, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and above, all who were able to go to war:

31those who were numbered of the tribe of Zebulun were fifty-seven thousand four hundred.

32From the sons of Joseph, the children of Ephraim, their genealogies by their families, by their fathers’ house, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and above, all who were able to go to war:

33those who were numbered of the tribe of Ephraim were forty thousand five hundred.

34From the Rchildren of Manasseh, their genealogies by their families, by their fathers’ house, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and above, all who were able to go to war:

35those who were numbered of the tribe of Manasseh were thirty-two thousand two hundred.

36From the Rchildren of Benjamin, their genealogies by their families, by their fathers’ house, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and above, all who were able to go to war:

37those who were numbered of the tribe of Benjamin were thirty-five thousand four hundred.

38From the Rchildren of Dan, their genealogies by their families, by their fathers’ house, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and above, all who were able to go to war:

39those who were numbered of the tribe of Dan were sixty-two thousand seven hundred.

40From the Rchildren of Asher, their genealogies by their families, by their fathers’ house, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and above, all who were able to go to war:

41those who were numbered of the tribe of Asher were forty-one thousand five hundred.

42From the children of Naphtali, their genealogies by their families, by their fathers’ house, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and above, all who were able to go to war:

43those who were numbered of the tribe of Naphtali were fifty-three thousand four hundred.

44These are the ones who were numbered, whom Moses and Aaron numbered, with the leaders of Israel, twelve men, each one representing his father’s house.

45So all who were numbered of the children of Israel, by their fathers’ houses, from twenty years old and above, all who were able to go to war in Israel—

46all who were numbered were Rsix hundred and three thousand five hundred and fifty.

47But the Levites were not numbered among them by their fathers’ tribe;

48for the LORD had spoken to Moses, saying:

49R“Only the tribe of Levi you shall not number, nor take a census of them among the children of Israel;

50R“but you shall appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of the Testimony, over all its furnishings, and over all things that belong to it; they shall carry the tabernacle and all its furnishings; they shall attend to it and camp around the tabernacle.

51“And when the tabernacle is to go forward, the Levites shall take it down; and when the tabernacle is to be set up, the Levites shall set it up. The outsider who comes near shall be put to death.

52“The children of Israel shall pitch their tents, Reveryone by his own camp, everyone by his own standard, according to their armies;

53“but the Levites shall camp around the tabernacle of the Testimony, that there may be no wrath on the congregation of the children of Israel; and the Levites shall keep charge of the tabernacle of the Testimony.”

54Thus the children of Israel did; according to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so they did.




CHAPTER 2

On the East

1And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying:

2R“Everyone of the children of Israel shall camp by his own Tstandard, beside the emblems of his father’s house; they shall camp Rsome distance from the tabernacle of meeting.

3“On the Reast side, toward the rising of the sun, those of the standard of the forces with Judah shall camp according to their armies; and RNahshon the son of Ammin-adab shall be the leader of the children of Judah.”

4And his army was numbered at seventy-four thousand six hundred.

5“Those who camp next to him shall be the tribe of Issachar, and Nethanel the son of Zuar shall be the leader of the children of Issachar.”

6And his army was numbered at fifty-four thousand four hundred.

7“Then comes the tribe of Zebulun, and Eliab the son of Helon shall be the leader of the children of Zebulun.”

8And his army was numbered at fifty-seven thousand four hundred.

9“All who were numbered according to their armies of the forces with Judah, one hundred and eighty-six thousand four hundred—these shall break camp first.

On the South

10“On the Rsouth side shall be the standard of the forces with Reuben according to their armies, and the leader of the children of Reuben shall be Elizur the son of Shedeur.”

11And his army was numbered at forty-six thousand five hundred.

12“Those who camp next to him shall be the tribe of Simeon, and the leader of the children of Simeon shall be Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.”

13And his army was numbered at fifty-nine thousand three hundred.

14“Then comes the tribe of Gad, and the leader of the children of Gad shall be Eliasaph the son of Reuel.”*

15And his army was numbered at forty-five thousand six hundred and fifty.

16“All who were numbered according to their armies of the forces with Reuben, one hundred and fifty-one thousand four hundred and fifty—Rthey shall Tbe the second to break camp.

On the Middle

17R“And the tabernacle of meeting shall move out with the camp of the Levites Rin the middle of the camps; as they camp, so they shall move out, everyone in his place, by their standards.

On the West

18“On the west side shall be the standard of the forces with Ephraim according to their armies, and the leader of the children of Ephraim shall be Elishama the son of Ammihud.”

19And his army was numbered at forty thousand five hundred.

20“Next to him comes the tribe of Manasseh, and the leader of the children of Manasseh shall be Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.”

21And his army was numbered at thirty-two thousand two hundred.

22“Then comes the tribe of Benjamin, and the leader of the children of Benjamin shall be Abidan the son of Gideoni.”

23And his army was numbered at thirty-five thousand four hundred.

24“All who were numbered according to their armies of the forces with Ephraim, one hundred and eight thousand one hundred—they shall be the third to break camp.

On the North

25“The standard of the forces with Dan shall be on the north side according to their armies, and the leader of the children of Dan shall be Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.”

26And his army was numbered at sixty-two thousand seven hundred.

27“Those who camp next to him shall be the tribe of Asher, and the leader of the children of Asher shall be Pagiel the son of Ocran.”

28And his army was numbered at forty-one thousand five hundred.

29“Then comes the tribe of Naphtali, and the leader of the children of Naphtali shall be Ahira the son of Enan.”

30And his army was numbered at fifty-three thousand four hundred.

31“All who were numbered of the forces with Dan, one hundred and fifty-seven thousand six hundred—Rthey shall break camp last, with their standards.”

The Camp Is Arranged

32These are the ones who were numbered of the children of Israel by their fathers’ houses. RAll who were numbered according to their armies of the forces were six hundred and three thousand five hundred and fifty.

33But Rthe Levites were not numbered among the children of Israel, just as the LORD commanded Moses.

34Thus the children of Israel Rdid according to all that the LORD commanded Moses; so they camped by their standards and so they broke camp, each one by his family, according to their fathers’ houses.




CHAPTER 3

The Family of Aaron

1Now these are the RrecordsT of Aaron and Moses when the LORD spoke with Moses on Mount Sinai.

2And these are the names of the sons of Aaron: Nadab, the Rfirstborn, and RAbihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.

3These are the names of the sons of Aaron, Rthe anointed priests, whom he consecrated to minister as priests.

4RNadab and Abihu had died before the LORD when they offered profane fire before the LORD in the Wilderness of Sinai; and they had no children. So Eleazar and Ithamar ministered as priests in the presence of Aaron their father.

5And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

The Ministry of the Levites

6R“Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present them before Aaron the priest, that they may serve him.

7“And they shall attend to his needs and the needs of the whole congregation before the tabernacle of meeting, to do Rthe work of the tabernacle.

8“Also they shall attend to all the furnishings of the tabernacle of meeting, and to the needs of the children of Israel, to do the work of the tabernacle.

9“And you shall give the Levites to Aaron and his sons; they are given entirely to him* from among the children of Israel.

10“So you shall appoint Aaron and his sons, Rand they shall attend to their priesthood; Rbut the outsider who comes near shall be put to death.”

11Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

12“Now behold, RI Myself have taken the Levites from among the children of Israel instead of every firstborn who opens the womb among the children of Israel. Therefore the Levites shall be Mine, 

13“because Rall the firstborn are Mine. On the day that I struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, I sanctified to Myself all the firstborn in Israel, both man and beast. They shall be Mine: I am the LORD.”

The Census Is Commanded

14Then the LORD spoke to Moses in the Wilderness of Sinai, saying:

15“Number the children of Levi by their fathers’ houses, by their families; you shall number Revery male from a month old and above.”

16So Moses numbered them according to the Tword of the LORD, as he was commanded.

17These were the sons of Levi by their names: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.

18And these are the names of the sons of RGershon by their families: RLibni and Shimei.

19And the sons of Kohath by their families: Amram, Izehar, Hebron, and Uzziel.

20And the sons of Merari by their families: Mahli and Mushi. These are the families of the Levites by their fathers’ houses.

The Census of Gershon

21From Gershon came the family of the Libnites and the family of the Shimites; these were the families of the Gershonites.

22Those who were numbered, according to the number of all the males from a month old and above—of those who were numbered there were seven thousand five hundred.

23The families of the Gershonites were to camp behind the tabernacle westward.

24And the leader of the father’s house of the Gershonites was Eliasaph the son of Lael.

25RThe duties of the children of Gershon in the tabernacle of meeting included Rthe tabernacle, Rthe tent with Rits covering, the screen for the door of the tabernacle of meeting, 

26Rthe screen for the door of the court, Rthe hangings of the court which are around the tabernacle and the altar, and Rtheir cords, according to all the work relating to them.

The Census of Kohath

27RFrom Kohath came the family of the Amramites, the family of the Izharites, the family of the Hebronites, and the family of the Uzzielites; these were the families of the Kohathites.

28According to the number of all the males, from a month old and above, there were eight thousand six* hundred Tkeeping charge of the sanctuary.

29RThe families of the children of Kohath were to camp on the south side of the tabernacle.

30And the leader of the fathers’ house of the families of the Kohathites was Elizaphan the son of RUzziel.

31Their duty included Rthe ark, Rthe table, Rthe lampstand, Rthe altars, the utensils of the sanctuary with which they ministered, the screen, and all the work relating to them.

32And Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest was to be chief over the leaders of the Levites, with oversight of those who kept charge of the sanctuary.

The Census of Merari

33From Merari came the family of the Mahlites and the family of the Mushites; these were the families of Merari.

34And those who were numbered, according to the number of all the males from a month old and above, were six thousand two hundred.

35The leader of the fathers’ house of the families of Merari was Zuriel the son of Abihail. RThese were to camp on the north side of the tabernacle.





36And the appointed duty of the children of Merari included the boards of the tabernacle, its bars, its pillars, its sockets, its utensils, all the work relating to them, 

37and the pillars of the court all around, with their sockets, their pegs, and their cords.

The Summary of the Census

38RMoreover those who were to camp before the tabernacle on the east, before the tabernacle of meeting, were Moses, Aaron, and his sons, Rkeeping charge of the sanctuary, to meet the needs of the children of Israel; but the outsider who came near was to be put to death.

39RAll who were numbered of the Levites, whom Moses and Aaron numbered at the commandment of the LORD, by their families, all the males from a month old and above, were twenty-two thousand.

The Substitution of the Levites for the Firstborn

40Then the LORD said to Moses: R“Number all the firstborn males of the children of Israel from a month old and above, and take the number of their names.

41R“And you shall take the Levites for Me—I am the LORD—instead of all the firstborn among the children of Israel, and the livestock of the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the livestock of the children of Israel.”

42So Moses numbered all the firstborn among the children of Israel, as the LORD commanded him.

43And all the firstborn males, according to the number of names from a month old and above, of those who were numbered of them, were twenty-two thousand two hundred and seventy-three.

44Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

45R“Take the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the children of Israel, and the livestock of the Levites instead of their livestock. The Levites shall be Mine: I am the LORD.

46“And for Rthe redemption of the two hundred and seventy-three of the firstborn of the children of Israel, who are more than the number of the Levites, 

47“you shall take Rfive shekels for each one individually; you shall take them in the currency of the shekel of the sanctuary, Rthe shekel of twenty gerahs.

48“And you shall give the money, with which the excess number of them is redeemed, to Aaron and his sons.”

49So Moses took the redemption money from those who were over and above those who were redeemed by the Levites.

50From the firstborn of the children of Israel he took the money, Rone thousand three hundred and sixty-five shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary.

51And Moses Rgave their redemption money to Aaron and his sons, according to the word of the LORD, as the LORD commanded Moses.




CHAPTER 4

The Ministry of Kohath

1Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying:

2“Take a census of the sons of Kohath from among the children of Levi, by their families, by their fathers’ house, 

3“from thirty years old and above, even to fifty years old, all who enter the service to do the work in the tabernacle of meeting.

4R“This is the service of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of meeting, relating to Rthe most holy things:

5“When the camp prepares to journey, Aaron and his sons shall come, and they shall take down Rthe covering veil and cover the ark of the Testimony with it.

6“Then they shall put on it a covering of badger skins, and spread over that a cloth entirely of Rblue; and they shall insert Rits poles.

7“On the Rtable of showbread they shall spread a blue cloth, and put on it the dishes, the pans, the bowls, and the pitchers for pouring; and the Rshowbread* shall be on it.

8“They shall spread over them a scarlet cloth, and cover the same with a covering of badger skins; and they shall insert its poles.

9“And they shall take a blue cloth and cover the lampstand of the light, with its lamps, its wick-trimmers, its trays, and all its oil vessels, with which they service it.

10“Then they shall put it with all its utensils in a covering of badger skins, and put it on a carrying beam.

11“Over the golden altar they shall spread a blue cloth, and cover it with a covering of badger skins; and they shall insert its poles.

12“Then they shall take all the Rutensils of service with which they minister in the sanctuary, put them in a blue cloth, cover them with a covering of badger skins, and put them on a carrying beam.

13“Also they shall take away the ashes from the altar, and spread a purple cloth over it.

14“They shall put on it all its implements with which they minister there—the firepans, the forks, the shovels, the Tbasins, and all the utensils of the altar—and they shall spread on it a covering of badger skins, and insert its poles.

15“And when Aaron and his sons have finished covering the sanctuary and all the furnishings of the sanctuary, when the camp is set to go, then the sons of Kohath shall come to carry them; but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die. These are the things in the tabernacle of meeting which the sons of Kohath are to carry.

16“The appointed duty of Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest is Rthe oil for the light, the sweet incense, the daily grain offering, the anointing oil, the oversight of all the tabernacle, of all that is in it, with the sanctuary and its furnishings.”

17Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying:

18“Do not cut off the tribe of the families of the Kohathites from among the Levites;

19“but do this in regard to them, that they may live and not die when they approach Rthe most holy things: Aaron and his sons shall go in and Tappoint each of them to his service and his task.

20R“But they shall not go in to watch while the holy things are being covered, lest they die.”

The Ministry of Gershon

21Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

22“Also take a census of the sons of RGershon, by their fathers’ house, by their families.

23“From thirty years old and above, even to fifty years old, you shall number them, all who enter to perform the service, to do the work in the tabernacle of meeting.

24“This is the service of the families of the Gershonites, in serving and carrying:

25“They shall carry the curtains of the tabernacle and the tabernacle of meeting with its covering, the covering of Rbadger skins that is on it, the screen for the door of the tabernacle of meeting, 

26“the screen for the door of the gate of the court, the hangings of the court which are around the tabernacle and altar, and their cords, all the furnishings for their service and all that is made for these things: so shall they serve.

27“Aaron and his sons shall Tassign all the service of the sons of the Gershonites, all their tasks and all their service. And you shall Tappoint to them all their tasks as their duty.

28“This is the service of the families of the sons of Gershon in the tabernacle of meeting. And their duties shall be Runder the authority* of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.

The Ministry of Merari

29“As for the sons of RMerari, you shall number them by their families and by their fathers’ house.

30“From thirty years old and above, even to fifty years old, you shall number them, everyone who enters the service to do the work of the tabernacle of meeting.

31“And Rthis is Rwhat they must carry as all their service for the tabernacle of meeting: the boards of the tabernacle, its bars, its pillars, its sockets, 

32“and the pillars around the court with their sockets, pegs, and cords, with all their furnishings and all their service; and you shall Rassign to each man by name the items he must carry.

33“This is the service of the families of the sons of Merari, as all their service for the tabernacle of meeting, under the authority* of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.”

The Census of the Working Levites

34RAnd Moses, Aaron, and the leaders of the congregation numbered the sons of the Kohathites by their families and by their fathers’ house, 

35from thirty years old and above, even to fifty years old, everyone who entered the service for work in the tabernacle of meeting;

36and those who were numbered by their families were two thousand seven hundred and fifty.

37These were the ones who were numbered of the families of the Kohathites, all who might serve in the tabernacle of meeting, whom Moses and Aaron numbered according to the commandment of the LORD by the hand of Moses.

38And those who were numbered of the sons of Gershon, by their families and by their fathers’ house, 

39from thirty years old and above, even to fifty years old, everyone who entered the service for work in the tabernacle of meeting—

40those who were numbered by their families, by their fathers’ house, were two thousand six hundred and thirty.

41These are the ones who were numbered of the families of the sons of Gershon, of all who might serve in the tabernacle of meeting, whom Moses and Aaron numbered according to the commandment of the LORD.

42Those of the families of the sons of Me-rari who were numbered, by their families, by their fathers’ Thouse, 

43from thirty years old and above, even to fifty years old, everyone who entered the service for work in the tabernacle of meeting—

44those who were numbered by their families were three thousand two hundred.

45These are the ones who were numbered of the families of the sons of Merari, whom Moses and Aaron numbered according to the word of the LORD by the hand of Moses.

46All who were Rnumbered of the Levites, whom Moses, Aaron, and the leaders of Israel numbered, by their families and by their fathers’ houses, 

47from thirty years old and above, even to fifty years old, everyone who came to do the work of service and the work of bearing burdens in the tabernacle of meeting—

48those who were numbered were eight thousand five hundred and eighty.

49According to the commandment of the LORD they were numbered by the hand of Moses, Reach according to his service and according to his task; thus were they numbered by him, Ras the LORD commanded Moses.




CHAPTER 5

Separation of Unclean Persons

1And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2“Command the children of Israel that they put out of the camp every leper, everyone who has a Rdischarge, and whoever becomes defiled by a corpse.

3“You shall put out both male and female; you shall put them outside the camp, that they may not defile their camps Rin the midst of which I dwell.”

4And the children of Israel did so, and put them outside the camp; as the LORD spoke to Moses, so the children of Israel did.

Separation in Restitution for Sin

5Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

6“Speak to the children of Israel: R‘When a man or woman commits any sin that men commit in unfaithfulness against the LORD, and that person is guilty, 

7‘then he shall confess the sin which he has committed. He shall make restitution for his trespass Rin full, plus one-fifth of it, and give it to the one he has wronged.

8‘But if the man has no Trelative to whom restitution may be made for the wrong, the restitution for the wrong must go to the LORD for the priest, in addition to Rthe ram of the atonement with which atonement is made for him.

9‘Every Roffering of all the holy things of the children of Israel, which they bring to the priest, shall be his.

10‘And every man’s Tholy things shall be his; whatever any man gives the priest shall be Rhis.’”

Separation from Suspected Infidelity

11And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

12“Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘If any man’s wife goes astray and behaves unfaithfully toward him, 

13‘and a man Rlies with her carnally, and it is hidden from the eyes of her husband, and it is concealed that she has defiled herself, and there was no witness against her, nor was she Rcaught—

14‘if the spirit of jealousy comes upon him and he becomes Rjealous of his wife, who has defiled herself; or if the spirit of jealousy comes upon him and he becomes jealous of his wife, although she has not defiled herself—

15‘then the man shall bring his wife to the priest. He shall bring the offering required for her, one-tenth of an ephah of barley meal; he shall pour no oil on it and put no frankincense on it, because it is a grain offering of jealousy, an offering for remembering, for bringing iniquity to remembrance.

16‘And the priest shall bring her near, and set her before the LORD.

17‘The priest shall take holy water in an earthen vessel, and take some of the dust that is on the floor of the tabernacle and put it into the water.

18‘Then the priest shall stand the woman before the LORD, uncover the woman’s head, and put the offering for remembering in her hands, which is the grain offering of jealousy. And the priest shall have in his hand the bitter water that brings a curse.

19‘And the priest shall put her under oath, and say to the woman, “If no man has lain with you, and if you have not gone astray to uncleanness while under your husband’s authority, be free from this bitter water that brings a curse.

20“But if you have gone astray while under your husband’s authority, and if you have defiled yourself and some man other than your husband has lain with you”—

21‘then the priest shall Rput the woman under the oath of the curse, and he shall say to the woman—R“the LORD make you a curse and an oath among your people, when the LORD makes your thigh Trot and your belly swell;

22“and may this water that causes the curse go into your stomach, and make your belly swell and your thigh rot. Then the woman shall say, “Amen, so be it.”

23‘Then the priest shall write these curses in a book, and he shall scrape them off into the bitter water.

24‘And he shall make the woman drink the bitter water that brings a curse, and the water that brings the curse shall enter her to become bitter.

25R‘Then the priest shall take the grain offering of jealousy from the woman’s hand, shall Rwave the offering before the LORD, and bring it to the altar;

26‘and the priest shall take a handful of the offering, Ras its memorial portion, burn it on the altar, and afterward make the woman drink the water.

27‘When he has made her drink the water, then it shall be, if she has defiled herself and behaved unfaithfully toward her husband, that the water that brings a curse will enter her and become bitter, and her belly will swell, her thigh will rot, and the woman will become a curse among her people.

28‘But if the woman has not defiled herself, and is clean, then she shall be free and may conceive children.

29‘This is the law of jealousy, when a wife, while under her husband’s authority, Rgoes astray and defiles herself, 

30‘or when the spirit of jealousy comes upon a man, and he becomes jealous of his wife; then he shall stand the woman before the LORD, and the priest shall execute all this law upon her.

31‘Then the man shall be free from iniquity, but that woman shall bear her guilt.’”




CHAPTER 6

Sanctification Through the Nazirite Vow

1Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When either a man or woman consecrates an offering to take the vow of a Nazirite, to separate himself to the LORD, 

3R‘he shall separate himself from wine and similar drink; he shall drink neither vinegar made from wine nor vinegar made from similar drink; neither shall he drink any grape juice, nor eat fresh grapes or raisins.

4‘All the days of his separation he shall eat nothing that is produced by the grapevine, from seed to skin.

5‘All the days of the vow of his separation no Rrazor shall come upon his head; until the days are fulfilled for which he separated himself to the LORD, he shall be holy. Then he shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow.

6‘All the days that he separates himself to the LORD Rhe shall not go near a dead body.

7‘He shall not make himself unclean even for his father or his mother, for his brother or his sister, when they die, because his separation to God is on his head.

8R‘All the days of his separation he shall be holy to the LORD.

9‘And if anyone dies very suddenly beside him, and he defiles his consecrated head, then he shall Rshave his head on the day of his cleansing; on the seventh day he shall shave it.

10‘Then Ron the eighth day he shall bring two turtledoves or two young pigeons to the priest, to the door of the tabernacle of meeting;

11‘and the priest shall offer one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering, and make atonement for him, because he sinned in regard to the corpse; and he shall sanctify his head that same day.

12‘He shall consecrate to the LORD the days of his separation, and bring a male lamb in its first year Ras a trespass offering; but the former days shall be Tlost, because his separation was defiled.

13‘Now this is the law of the Nazirite: RWhen the days of his separation are fulfilled, he shall be brought to the door of the tabernacle of meeting.

14‘And he shall present his offering to the LORD: one male lamb in its first year without blemish as a burnt offering, one ewe lamb in its first year without blemish Ras a sin offering, one ram without blemish Ras a peace offering, 

15‘a basket of unleavened bread, Rcakes of fine flour mixed with oil, unleavened wafers Ranointed with oil, and their grain offering with their drink offerings.

16‘Then the priest shall bring them before the LORD and offer his sin offering and his burnt offering;

17‘and he shall offer the ram as a sacrifice of a peace offering to the LORD, with the basket of unleavened bread; the priest shall also offer its grain offering and its drink offering.

18R‘Then the Nazirite shall shave his consecrated head at the door of the tabernacle of meeting, and shall take the hair from his consecrated head and put it on the fire which is under the sacrifice of the peace offering.

19‘And the priest shall take the Rboiled shoulder of the ram, one Runleavened cake from the basket, and one unleavened wafer, and Rput them upon the hands of the Nazirite after he has shaved his consecrated hair, 

20‘and the priest shall wave them as a wave offering before the LORD; Rthey are holy for the priest, together with the breast of the wave offering and the thigh of the heave offering. After that the Nazirite may drink wine.’

21“This is the law of the Nazirite who vows to the LORD the offering for his separation, and besides that, whatever else his hand is able to provide; according to the vow which he takes, so he must do according to the law of his separation.”

22And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

23“Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘This is the way you shall bless the children of Israel. Say to them:

24“The LORD bless you and keep you;

25The LORD Rmake His face shine upon you, 

And Rbe gracious to you;

26RThe LORD lift up His countenance upon you, 

And Rgive you peace.”’

27“So they shall put My name on the children of Israel, and I will bless them.”




CHAPTER 7

Israel Gives Donations

1Now it came to pass, when Moses had finished Rsetting up the tabernacle, that he Ranointed it and consecrated it and all its furnishings, and the altar and all its utensils; so he anointed them and consecrated them.

2Then Rthe leaders of Israel, the heads of their fathers’ houses, who were the leaders of the tribes and over those who were numbered, made an offering.

3And they brought their offering before the LORD, six covered carts and twelve oxen, a cart for every two of the leaders, and for each one an ox; and they presented them before the tabernacle.

4Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

5“Accept these from them, that they may be used in doing the work of the tabernacle of meeting; and you shall give them to the Levites, to every man according to his service.”

6So Moses took the carts and the oxen, and gave them to the Levites.

7Two carts and four oxen he gave to the sons of Gershon, according to their service;

8Rand four carts and eight oxen he gave to the sons of Merari, according to their service, under the authority* of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.

9But to the sons of Kohath he gave none, because theirs was Rthe service of the holy things, Rwhich they carried on their shoulders.

10Now the leaders offered Rthe dedication offering for the altar when it was anointed; so the leaders offered their offering before the altar.

11For the LORD said to Moses, “They shall offer their offering, one leader each day, for the dedication of the altar.”

12And the one who offered his offering on the first day was RNahshon the son of Amminadab, from the tribe of Judah.

13His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a Rgrain offering;

14one gold pan of ten shekels, full of Rincense;

15one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;

16one kid of the goats as a sin offering;

17and for the sacrifice of peace offerings: two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Nahshon the son of Amminadab.

18On the second day Nethanel the son of Zuar, leader of Issachar, presented an offering.

19For his offering he offered one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering;

20one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense;

21one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;

22one kid of the goats as a sin offering;

23and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Nethanel the son of Zuar.

24On the third day Eliab the son of Helon, leader of the children of Zebulun, presented an offering.

25His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering;

26one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense;

27one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;

28one kid of the goats as a sin offering;

29and for the sacrifice of peace offerings: two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Eliab the son of Helon.

30On the fourth day RElizur the son of Shedeur, leader of the children of Reuben, presented an offering.

31His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering;

32one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense;

33one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;

34one kid of the goats as a sin offering;

35and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Elizur the son of Shedeur.

36On the fifth day RShelumiel the son of Zurishaddai, leader of the children of Simeon, presented an offering.

37His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering;

38one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense;

39one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;

40one kid of the goats as a sin offering;

41and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.

42On the sixth day REliasaph the son of Deuel, * leader of the children of Gad, presented an offering.

43His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering;

44one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense;

45one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;

46one kid of the goats as a sin offering;

47and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Eliasaph the son of Deuel.

48On the seventh day RElishama the son of Ammihud, leader of the children of Ephraim, presented an offering.

49His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering;

50one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense;

51one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;

52one kid of the goats as a sin offering;

53and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Elishama the son of Ammihud.

54On the eighth day RGamaliel the son of Pedahzur, leader of the children of Manasseh, presented an offering.

55His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering;

56one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense;

57one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;

58one kid of the goats as a sin offering;

59and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.

60On the ninth day RAbidan the son of Gideoni, leader of the children of Benjamin, presented an offering.

61His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering;

62one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense;

63one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;

64one kid of the goats as a sin offering;

65and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Abidan the son of Gideoni.

66On the tenth day RAhiezer the son of Ammishaddai, leader of the children of Dan, presented an offering.

67His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering;

68one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense;

69one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;

70one kid of the goats as a sin offering;

71and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.

72On the eleventh day RPagiel the son of Ocran, leader of the children of Asher, presented an offering.

73His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering;

74one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense;

75one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;

76one kid of the goats as a sin offering;

77and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Pagiel the son of Ocran.

78On the twelfth day RAhira the son of Enan, leader of the children of Naphtali, presented an offering.

79His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering;

80one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense;

81one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;

82one kid of the goats as a sin offering;

83and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Ahira the son of Enan.

84This was Rthe dedication offering for the altar from the leaders of Israel, when it was anointed: twelve silver platters, twelve silver bowls, and twelve gold pans.

85Each silver platter weighed one hundred and thirty shekels and each bowl seventy shekels. All the silver of the vessels weighed two thousand four hundred shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary.

86The twelve gold pans full of incense weighed ten shekels apiece, according to the shekel of the sanctuary; all the gold of the pans weighed one hundred and twenty shekels.

87All the oxen for the burnt offering were twelve young bulls, the rams twelve, the male lambs in their first year twelve, with their grain offering, and the kids of the goats as a sin offering twelve.

88And all the oxen for the sacrifice of peace offerings were twenty-four bulls, the rams sixty, the male goats sixty, and the lambs in their first year sixty. This was the dedication offering for the altar after it was Ranointed.

89Now when Moses went into the tabernacle of meeting to speak with Him, he heard the voice of One speaking to him from above the mercy seat that was on the ark of the Testimony, from Rbetween the two cherubim; thus He spoke to him.




CHAPTER 8

The Levites Are Consecrated

1And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2“Speak to Aaron, and say to him, ‘When you arrange the lamps, the seven lamps shall give light in front of the lampstand.’”

3And Aaron did so; he arranged the lamps to face toward the front of the lampstand, as the LORD commanded Moses.

4Now this workmanship of the lampstand was hammered gold; from its shaft to its flowers it was hammered work. According to the pattern which the LORD had shown Moses, so he made the lampstand.

5Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

6“Take the Levites from among the children of Israel and cleanse them ceremonially.

7“Thus you shall do to them to cleanse them: Sprinkle Rwater of purification on them, and let them shave all their body, and let them wash their clothes, and so make themselves clean.

8“Then let them take a young bull with Rits grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil, and you shall take another young bull as a sin offering.

9R“And you shall bring the Levites before the tabernacle of meeting, Rand you shall gather together the whole congregation of the children of Israel.

10“So you shall bring the Levites before the LORD, and the children of Israel Rshall lay their hands on the Levites;

11“and Aaron shall Toffer the Levites before the LORD like a Rwave offering from the children of Israel, that they may perform the work of the LORD.

12R“Then the Levites shall lay their hands on the heads of the young bulls, and you shall offer one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering to the LORD, to make atonement for the Levites.

13“And you shall stand the Levites before Aaron and his sons, and then offer them like a wave offering to the LORD.

14“Thus you shall Rseparate the Levites from among the children of Israel, and the Levites shall be RMine.

15“After that the Levites shall go in to service the tabernacle of meeting. So you shall cleanse them and Roffer them, like a wave offering.

16“For they are Rwholly given to Me from among the children of Israel; I have taken them for Myself Rinstead of all who open the womb, the firstborn of all the children of Israel.

17R“For all the firstborn among the children of Israel are Mine, both man and beast; on the day that I struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt I Tsanctified them to Myself.

18“I have taken the Levites instead of all the firstborn of the children of Israel.

19“And RI have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and his sons from among the children of Israel, to do the work for the children of Israel in the tabernacle of meeting, and to make atonement for the children of Israel, Rthat there be no plague among the children of Israel when the children of Israel come near the sanctuary.”

20Thus Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the children of Israel did to the Levites; according to all that the LORD commanded Moses concerning the Levites, so the children of Israel did to them.

21RAnd the Levites purified themselves and washed their clothes; then Aaron presented them, like a wave offering before the LORD, and Aaron made atonement for them to cleanse them.

22RAfter that the Levites went in to do their work in the tabernacle of meeting before Aaron and his sons; Ras the LORD commanded Moses concerning the Levites, so they did to them.

23Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

24“This is what pertains to the Levites: RFrom twenty-five years old and above one may enter to perform service in the work of the tabernacle of meeting;

25“and at the age of fifty years they must cease performing this work, and shall work no more.

26“They may minister with their brethren in the tabernacle of meeting, Rto attend to needs, but they themselves shall do no work. Thus you shall do to the Levites regarding their duties.”




CHAPTER 9

The Passover Is Celebrated

1Now the LORD spoke to Moses in the Wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of the second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt, saying:

2“Let the children of Israel keep Rthe Passover at its appointed time.

3“On the fourteenth day of this month, at twilight, you shall keep it at its appointed time. According to all its Trites and ceremonies you shall keep it.”

4So Moses told the children of Israel that they should keep the Passover.

5And Rthey kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the first month, at twilight, in the Wilderness of Sinai; according to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so the children of Israel did.

6Now there were certain men who were Rdefiled by a human corpse, so that they could not keep the Passover on that day; Rand they came before Moses and Aaron that day.

7And those men said to him, “We became defiled by a human corpse. Why are we kept from presenting the offering of the LORD at its appointed time among the children of Israel?”

8And Moses said to them, “Stand still, that RI may hear what the LORD will command concerning you.”

9Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

10“Speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘If anyone of you or your Tposterity is unclean because of a corpse, or is far away on a journey, he may still keep the LORD’s Passover.

11‘On Rthe fourteenth day of the second month, at twilight, they may keep it. They shall Reat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.

12R‘They shall leave none of it until morning, Rnor break one of its bones. According to all the ordinances of the Passover they shall keep it.

13‘But the man who is clean and is not on a journey, and ceases to keep the Passover, that same person shall be cut off from among his people, because he did not bring the offering of the LORD at its appointed time; that man shall bear his sin.

14‘And if a stranger dwells among you, and would keep the LORD’s Passover, he must do so according to the rite of the Passover and according to its ceremony; you shall have one ordinance, both for the stranger and the native of the land.’”

Guidance of the Cloud

15Now Ron the day that the tabernacle was raised up, the cloud Rcovered the tabernacle, the tent of the Testimony; from evening until morning it was above the tabernacle like the appearance of fire.

16So it was always: the cloud covered it by day, and the appearance of fire by night.

17Whenever the cloud Rwas taken up from above the tabernacle, after that the children of Israel would journey; and in the place where the cloud settled, there the children of Israel would pitch their tents.

18At the command of the LORD the children of Israel would journey, and at the command of the LORD they would camp; Ras long as the cloud stayed above the tabernacle they remained encamped.

19Even when the cloud continued long, many days above the tabernacle, the children of Israel Rkept the charge of the LORD and did not journey.

20So it was, when the cloud was above the tabernacle a few days: according to the command of the LORD they would remain encamped, and according to the command of the LORD they would journey.

21So it was, when the cloud remained only from evening until morning: when the cloud was taken up in the morning, then they would journey; whether by day or by night, whenever the cloud was taken up, they would journey.

22Whether it was two days, a month, or a year that the cloud remained above the tabernacle, the children of Israel would remain encamped and not journey; but when it was taken up, they would journey.

23At the command of the LORD they remained encamped, and at the command of the LORD they journeyed; they Rkept the charge of the LORD, at the command of the LORD by the hand of Moses.




CHAPTER 10

Guidance of the Silver Trumpets

1And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2“Make two silver trumpets for yourself; you shall make them of hammered work; you shall use them for Rcalling the congregation and for directing the movement of the camps.

3“When Rthey blow both of them, all the congregation shall gather before you at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.

4“But if they blow only one, then the leaders, the Rheads of the divisions of Israel, shall gather to you.

5“When you sound the Radvance, Rthe camps that lie on the east side shall then begin their journey.

6“When you sound the advance the second time, then the camps that lie Ron the south side shall begin their journey; they shall sound the call for them to begin their journeys.

7“And when the assembly is to be gathered together, Ryou shall blow, but not Rsound the advance.

8R“The sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow the trumpets; and these shall be to you as an Tordinance forever throughout your generations.

9R“When you go to war in your land against the enemy who Roppresses you, then you shall sound an alarm with the trumpets, and you will be Rremembered before the LORD your God, and you will be saved from your enemies.

10“Also Rin the day of your gladness, in your appointed feasts, and at the beginning of your months, you shall blow the trumpets over your burnt offerings and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings; and they shall be Ra memorial for you before your God: I am the LORD your God.”

Israel Departs Mount Sinai

11Now it came to pass on the twentieth day of the second month, in the second year, that the cloud Rwas taken up from above the tabernacle of the Testimony.

12And the children of Israel set out from the RWilderness of Sinai on Rtheir journeys; then the cloud settled down in the RWilderness of Paran.

13So they started out for the first time Raccording to the command of the LORD by the hand of Moses.

14The Tstandard of the camp of the children of Judah Rset out first according to their armies; over their army was Nahshon the son of Amminadab.

15Over the army of the tribe of the children of Issachar was Nethanel the son of Zuar.

16And over the army of the tribe of the children of Zebulun was Eliab the son of Helon.

17Then the tabernacle was taken down; and the sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari set out, carrying the tabernacle.

18And the standard of the camp of Reuben set out according to their armies; over their army was Elizur the son of Shedeur.

19Over the army of the tribe of the children of Simeon was Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.

20And over the army of the tribe of the children of Gad was Eliasaph the son of Deuel.

21Then the Kohathites set out, carrying the Rholy things. (The tabernacle would be prepared for their arrival.)

22And Rthe standard of the camp of the children of Ephraim set out according to their armies; over their army was Elishama the son of Ammihud.

23Over the army of the tribe of the children of Manasseh was Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.

24And over the army of the tribe of the children of Benjamin was Abidan the son of Gideoni.

25Then Rthe standard of the camp of the children of Dan (the rear guard of all the camps) set out according to their armies; over their army was Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.

26Over the army of the tribe of the children of Asher was Pagiel the son of Ocran.

27And over the army of the tribe of the children of Naphtali was Ahira the son of Enan.

28RThus was the order of march of the children of Israel, according to their armies, when they began their journey.

29Now Moses said to Hobab the son of Reuel* the Midianite, Moses’ father-in-law, “We are setting out for the place of which the LORD said, ‘I will give it to you.’ Come with us, and we will treat you well; for the LORD has promised good things to Israel.”

30And he said to him, “I will not go, but I will depart to my own land and to my relatives.”

31So Moses said, “Please do not leave, inasmuch as you know how we are to camp in the wilderness, and you can be our eyes.

32“And it shall be, if you go with us—indeed it shall be—that Rwhatever good the LORD will do to us, the same we will do to you.”

33So they departed from Rthe mountain of the LORD on a journey of three days; and the ark of the covenant of the LORD went before them for the three days’ journey, to search out a resting place for them.

34And Rthe cloud of the LORD was above them by day when they went out from the camp.

35So it was, whenever the ark set out, that Moses said:

R“Rise up, O LORD!

Let Your enemies be scattered, 

And let those who hate You flee before You.”

36And when it rested, he said:

“Return, O LORD, 

To the many thousands of Israel.”




CHAPTER 11

Israel Complains About Circumstances

1Now when the people complained, it displeased the LORD; for the LORD heard it, and His anger was aroused. So the fire of the LORD burned among them, and consumed some in the outskirts of the camp.

2Then the people cried out to Moses, and when Moses Rprayed to the LORD, the fire was Tquenched.

3So he called the name of the place Taberah, * because the fire of the LORD had burned among them.

Israel Complains About Food

4Now the mixed multitude who were among them yielded to intense craving; so the children of Israel also wept again and said: “Who will give us meat to eat?

5“We remember the fish which we ate freely in Egypt, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic;

6“but now Rour whole being is dried up; there is nothing at all except this manna before our eyes!”

7Now the manna was like coriander seed, and its color like the color of bdellium.

8The people went about and gathered it, ground it on millstones or beat it in the mortar, cooked it in pans, and made cakes of it; and Rits taste was like the taste of pastry prepared with oil.

9And Rwhen the dew fell on the camp in the night, the manna fell on it.

Moses Complains About the People

10Then Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, everyone at the door of his tent; and Rthe anger of the LORD was greatly aroused; Moses also was displeased.

11So Moses said to the LORD, “Why have You afflicted Your servant? And why have I not found favor in Your sight, that You have laid the burden of all these people on me?

12“Did I conceive all these people? Did I beget them, that You should say to me, R‘Carry them in your bosom, as a guardian carries a nursing child, ’ to the land which You swore to their fathers?

13“Where am I to get meat to give to all these people? For they weep all over me, saying, ‘Give us meat, that we may eat.’

Moses Complains About His Own Life

14R“I am not able to bear all these people alone, because the burden is too heavy for me.

15“If You treat me like this, please kill me here and now—if I have found favor in Your sight—and Rdo not let me see my wretchedness!”

God Provides for Moses

16So the LORD said to Moses: “Gather to Me Rseventy men of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tabernacle of meeting, that they may stand there with you.

17“Then I will come down and talk with you there. RI will take of the Spirit that is upon you and will put the same upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with you, that you may not bear it yourself alone.

18“Then you shall say to the people, ‘Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow, and you shall eat meat; for you have wept Rin the hearing of the LORD, saying, “Who will give us meat to eat? For it was well with us in Egypt.” Therefore the LORD will give you meat, and you shall eat.

19‘You shall eat, not one day, nor two days, nor five days, nor ten days, nor twenty days, 

20R‘but for a whole month, until it comes out of your nostrils and becomes loathsome to you, because you have Rdespised the LORD who is among you, and have wept before Him, saying, “Why did we ever come up out of Egypt?”’”

21And Moses said, “The people whom I am among are six hundred thousand men on foot; yet You have said, ‘I will give them meat, that they may eat for a whole month.’

22R“Shall flocks and herds be slaughtered for them, to provide enough for them? Or shall all the fish of the sea be gathered together for them, to provide enough for them?”

23And the LORD said to Moses, R“Has the LORD’s arm been shortened? Now you shall see whether Rwhat I say will happen to you or not.”

24So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD, and he gathered the seventy men of the elders of the people and placed them around the tabernacle.

25Then the LORD came down in the cloud, and spoke to him, and took of the Spirit that was upon him, and placed the same upon the seventy elders; and it happened, Rwhen the Spirit rested upon them, that Rthey prophesied, although they never did so again.*

26But two men had remained in the camp: the name of one was Eldad, and the name of the other Medad. And the Spirit rested upon them. Now they were among those listed, but who Rhad not gone out to the tabernacle; yet they prophesied in the camp.

27And a young man ran and told Moses, and said, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.”

28So Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, one of his choice men, answered and said, “Moses my lord, forbid them!”

29Then Moses said to him, “Are you Tzealous for my sake? Oh, that all the LORD’s people were prophets and that the LORD would put His Spirit upon them!”

30And Moses returned to the camp, he and the elders of Israel.

God Provides Quail

31Now a Rwind went out from the LORD, and it brought quail from the sea and left them fluttering near the camp, about a day’s journey on this side and about a day’s journey on the other side, all around the camp, and about two cubits above the surface of the ground.

32And the people stayed up all that day, all night, and all the next day, and gathered the quail (he who gathered least gathered ten homers); and they spread them out for themselves all around the camp.

God Sends Plagues

33But while the Rmeat was still between their teeth, before it was chewed, the wrath of the LORD was aroused against the people, and the LORD struck the people with a very great plague.

34So he called the name of that place Kibroth Hattaavah, * because there they buried the people who had yielded to craving.

35RFrom Kibroth Hattaavah the people moved to Hazeroth, and camped at Hazeroth.




CHAPTER 12

Miriam and Aaron Rebel

1Then RMiriam and Aaron spoke Ragainst Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married; for he had married an Ethiopian woman.

2So they said, “Has the LORD indeed spoken only through RMoses? RHas He not spoken through us also?” And the LORD Rheard it.

3(Now the man Moses was very humble, more than all men who were on the face of the earth.)

Miriam Is Punished

4RSuddenly the LORD said to Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, “Come out, you three, to the tabernacle of meeting!” So the three came out.

5RThen the LORD came down in the pillar of cloud and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam. And they both went forward.

6Then He said, 

“Hear now My words:

If there is a prophet among you, 

I, the LORD, make Myself known to him Rin a vision;

I speak to him Rin a dream.

7Not so with My servant Moses;

He is faithful in all My house.

8I speak with him face to face, 

Even plainly, and not in dark sayings;

And he sees the form of the LORD.

Why then were you not afraid

To speak against My servant Moses?”

9So the anger of the LORD was aroused against them, and He departed.

10And when the cloud departed from above the tabernacle, Rsuddenly Miriam became Rleprous, as white as snow. Then Aaron turned toward Miriam, and there she was, a leper.

Moses Intercedes

11So Aaron said to Moses, “Oh, my lord! Please Rdo not lay Tthis sin on us, in which we have done foolishly and in which we have sinned.

12“Please Rdo not let her be as one dead, whose flesh is half consumed when he comes out of his mother’s womb!”

13So Moses cried out to the LORD, saying, “Please Rheal her, O God, I pray!”

Miriam Is Restored

14Then the LORD said to Moses, “If her father had but Rspit in her face, would she not be shamed seven days? Let her be Rshut out of the camp seven days, and afterward she may be received again.”

15RSo Miriam was shut out of the camp seven days, and the people did not journey till Miriam was brought in again.

16And afterward the people moved from RHazeroth and camped in the Wilderness of Paran.




CHAPTER 13

Investigation of the Promised Land Deut. 1:22–40

1And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2R“Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the children of Israel; from each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, every one a leader among them.”

3So Moses sent them Rfrom the Wilderness of Paran according to the command of the LORD, all of them men who were heads of the children of Israel.

4Now these were their names: from the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son of Zaccur;

5from the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori;

6Rfrom the tribe of Judah, RCaleb the son of Jephunneh;

7from the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph;

8from the tribe of Ephraim, THoshea* the son of Nun;

9from the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu;

10from the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi;

11from the tribe of Joseph, that is, from the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi;

12from the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of Gemalli;

13from the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael;

14from the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi;

15from the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of Machi.

16These are the names of the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land. And Moses called Hoshea* the son of Nun, Joshua.

17Then Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said to them, “Go up this way into the South, and go up to Rthe mountains, 

18“and see what the land is like: whether the people who dwell in it are strong or weak, few or many;

19“whether the land they dwell in is good or bad; whether the cities they inhabit are like camps or strongholds;

20“whether the land is rich or poor; and whether there are forests there or not. RBe of good courage. And bring some of the fruit of the land.” Now the time was the season of the first ripe grapes.

21So they went up and spied out the land from the Wilderness of Zin as far as Rehob, near the entrance of RHamath.

22And they went up through the South and came to RHebron; Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the descendants of Anak, were there. (Now Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.)

23RThen they came to the Valley of Eshcol, and there cut down a branch with one cluster of grapes; they carried it between two of them on a pole. They also brought some of the pomegranates and figs.

24The place was called the Valley of TEshcol, * because of the cluster which the men of Israel cut down there.

25And they returned from spying out the land after forty days.

26Now they departed and came back to Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the children of Israel in the Wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; they brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land.

27Then they told him, and said: “We went to the land where you sent us. It truly flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit.

28“Nevertheless the Rpeople who dwell in the land are strong; the cities are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak there.

29R“The Amalekites dwell in the land of the South; the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the mountains; and the Canaanites dwell by the sea and along the banks of the Jordan.”

30Then RCaleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it.”

31But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we.”

32And they gave the children of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, “The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, and Rall the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature.

33“There we saw the giants* (the descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we were Rlike grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.”




CHAPTER 14

Israel Rebels Against God

1So all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people Rwept that night.

2RAnd all the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron, and the whole congregation said to them, “If only we had died in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had died in this wilderness!

3“Why has the LORD brought us to this land to fall by the sword, that our wives and children should become victims? Would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?”

4So they said to one another, “Let us select a leader and return to Egypt.”

5Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the children of Israel.

6But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes;

7and they spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying: R“The land we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land.

8“If the LORD delights in us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us, ‘a land which flows with milk and honey.’*

9“Only Rdo not rebel against the LORD, Rnor fear the people of the land, for they are our bread; their protection has departed from them, and the LORD is with us. Do not fear them.”

10RAnd all the congregation said to stone them with stones. Now Rthe glory of the LORD appeared in the tabernacle of meeting before all the children of Israel.

Moses Intercedes

11Then the LORD said to Moses: “How long will these people reject Me? And how long will they not believe Me, with all the signs which I have performed among them?

12“I will strike them with the pestilence and disinherit them, and I will make of you a nation greater and mightier than they.”

13And Moses said to the LORD: “Then the Egyptians will hear it, for by Your might You brought these people up from among them, 

14“and they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land. They have Rheard that You, LORD, are among these people; that You, LORD, are seen face to face and Your cloud stands above them, and You go before them in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night.

15“Now if You kill these people as one man, then the nations which have heard of Your fame will speak, saying, 

16‘Because the LORD was not Rable to bring this people to the land which He swore to give them, therefore He killed them in the wilderness.’

17“And now, I pray, let the power of my Lord be great, just as You have spoken, saying, 

18‘The LORD is longsuffering and abundant in mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He by no means clears the guilty, Rvisiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation.’*

19“Pardon the iniquity of this people, I pray, according to the greatness of Your mercy, just Ras You have forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now.”

Israel to Wander and Die

20Then the LORD said: “I have pardoned, Raccording to your word;

21“but truly, as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD—

22R“because all these men who have seen My glory and the signs which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have put Me to the test now Rthese ten times, and have not heeded My voice, 

23“they certainly shall not Rsee the land of which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who rejected Me see it.

24“But My servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit in him and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land where he went, and his descendants shall inherit it.

25“Now the Amalekites and the Canaanites dwell in the valley; tomorrow turn and Rmove out into the wilderness by the Way of the Red Sea.”

26And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 

27R“How long shall I bear with this evil congregation who complain against Me? I have heard the complaints which the children of Israel make against Me.

28“Say to them, R‘As I live, ’ says the LORD, ‘just as you have spoken in My hearing, so I will do to you:

29‘The carcasses of you who have complained against Me shall fall in this wilderness, Rall of you who were numbered, according to your entire number, from twenty years old and above.

30R‘Except for Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun, you shall by no means enter the land which I swore I would make you dwell in.

31R‘But your little ones, whom you said would be victims, I will bring in, and they shall Tknow the land which Ryou have despised.

32‘But as for you, Ryour carcasses shall fall in this wilderness.

33‘And your sons shall Rbe shepherds in the wilderness forty years, and bear the brunt of your infidelity, until your carcasses are consumed in the wilderness.

34R‘According to the number of the days in which you spied out the land, Rforty days, for each day you shall bear your guilt one year, namely forty years, Rand you shall know My rejection.

35R‘I the LORD have spoken this. I will surely do so to all Rthis evil congregation who are gathered together against Me. In this wilderness they shall be consumed, and there they shall die.’”

Spies Die Immediately

36Now the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land, who returned and made all the congregation complain against him by bringing a bad report of the land, 

37those very men who brought the evil report about the land, Rdied by the plague before the LORD.

38But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh remained alive, of the men who went to spy out the land.

Moses Warns Israel—Deut. 1:4–44

39Then Moses told these words to all the children of Israel, Rand the people mourned greatly.

40And they rose early in the morning and went up to the top of the mountain, saying, R“Here we are, and we will go up to the place which the LORD has promised, for we have sinned!”

41And Moses said, “Now why do you Ttransgress the command of the LORD? For this will not succeed.

42R“Do not go up, lest you be defeated by your enemies, for the LORD is not among you.

43“For the Amalekites and the Canaanites are there before you, and you shall fall by the sword; Rbecause you have turned away from the LORD, the LORD will not be with you.”

44RBut they presumed to go up to the mountaintop. Nevertheless, neither the ark of the covenant of the LORD nor Moses departed from the camp.

Amalekites Defeat Israel

45Then the Amalekites and the Canaanites who dwelt in that mountain came down and attacked them, and drove them back as far as RHormah.




CHAPTER 15

Offerings to Thank the Lord

1And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2R“Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When you have come into the land you are to inhabit, which I am giving to you, 

3‘and you make an offering by fire to the LORD, a burnt offering or a sacrifice, to fulfill a vow or as a freewill offering or in your appointed feasts, to make a sweet aroma to the LORD, from the herd or the flock, 

4‘then Rhe who presents his offering to the LORD shall bring a grain offering of one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed with one-fourth of a hin of oil;

5R‘and one-fourth of a hin of wine as a drink offering you shall prepare with the burnt offering or the sacrifice, for each Rlamb.

6‘Or for a ram you shall prepare as a grain offering two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with one-third of a hin of oil;

7‘and as a drink offering you shall offer one-third of a hin of wine as a sweet aroma to the LORD.

8‘And when you prepare a young bull as a burnt offering, or as a sacrifice to fulfill a vow, or as a peace offering to the LORD, 

9‘then shall be offered Rwith the young bull a grain offering of three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with half a hin of oil;

10‘and you shall bring as the drink offering half a hin of wine as an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD.

11R‘Thus it shall be done for each young bull, for each ram, or for each lamb or young goat.

12‘According to the number that you prepare, so you shall do with everyone according to their number.

13‘All who are native-born shall do these things in this manner, in presenting an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD.

14‘And if a stranger Tdwells with you, or whoever is among you throughout your generations, and would present an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD, just as you do, so shall he do.

15R‘One ordinance shall be for you of the assembly and for the stranger who dwells with you, an ordinance forever throughout your generations; as you are, so shall the stranger be before the LORD.

16‘One law and one custom shall be for you and for the stranger who dwells with you.’”*

17Again the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

18R“Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When you come into the land to which I bring you, 

19‘then it will be, when you eat of Rthe bread of the land, that you shall offer up a heave offering to the LORD.

20R‘You shall offer up a cake of the first of your ground meal as a heave offering; as Ra heave offering of the threshing floor, so shall you offer it up.

21‘Of the first of your ground meal you shall give to the LORD a heave offering throughout your generations.

Offerings for Unintentional Sins

22R‘If you sin unintentionally, and do not observe all these commandments which the LORD has spoken to Moses—

23‘all that the LORD has commanded you by the hand of Moses, from the day the LORD gave commandment and onward throughout your generations—

24‘then it will be, Rif it is unintentionally committed, without the knowledge of the congregation, that the whole congregation shall offer one young bull as a burnt offering, as a sweet aroma to the LORD, with its grain offering and its drink offering, according to the ordinance, and Rone kid of the goats as a sin offering.

25R‘So the priest shall make atonement for the whole congregation of the children of Israel, and it shall be forgiven them, for it was unintentional; they shall bring their offering, an offering made by fire to the LORD, and their sin offering before the LORD, for their unintended sin.

26‘It shall be forgiven the whole congregation of the children of Israel and the stranger who dwells among them, because all the people did it unintentionally.

27‘And Rif a person sins unintentionally, then he shall bring a female goat in its first year as a sin offering.

28R‘So the priest shall make atonement for the person who sins unintentionally, when he sins unintentionally before the LORD, to make atonement for him; and it shall be forgiven him.

29‘You shall have one law for him who sins unintentionally, for him who is native-born among the children of Israel and for the stranger who dwells among them.

No Offering for Intentional Sins

30R‘But the person who does anything presumptuously, whether he is native-born or a stranger, that one brings reproach on the LORD, and he shall be cut off from among his people.

31‘Because he has despised the word of the LORD, and has broken His commandment, that person shall be completely cut off; his Tguilt shall be upon him.’”

32Now while the children of Israel were in the wilderness, Rthey found a man gathering sticks on the Sabbath day.

33And those who found him gathering sticks brought him to Moses and Aaron, and to all the congregation.

34They put him Runder guard, because it had not been explained what should be done to him.

35Then the LORD said to Moses, R“The man must surely be put to death; all the congregation shall Rstone him with stones outside the camp.”

36So, as the LORD commanded Moses, all the congregation brought him outside the camp and stoned him with stones, and he died.

The Tassel on the Garment

37Again the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

38“Speak to the children of Israel: Tell Rthem to make tassels on the corners of their garments throughout their generations, and to put a blue thread in the tassels of the corners.

39“And you shall have the tassel, that you may look upon it and Rremember all the commandments of the LORD and do them, and that you Rmay not Rfollow the harlotry to which your own heart and your own eyes are inclined, 

40“and that you may remember and do all My commandments, and be Rholy for your God.

41“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I am the LORD your God.”




CHAPTER 16

Korah Rebels Against Moses and Aaron

1Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men;

2and they rose up before Moses with some of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty leaders of the congregation, Rrepresentatives of the congregation, men of renown.

3They gathered together against Moses and Aaron, and said to them, “You take too much upon yourselves, for all the congregation is holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the LORD?”

4So when Moses heard it, he Rfell on his face;

5and he spoke to Korah and all his company, saying, “Tomorrow morning the LORD will show who is RHis and who is Rholy, and will cause him to come near to Him. That one whom He chooses He will cause to come near to Him.

6“Do this: Take censers, Korah and all your company;

7“put fire in them and put incense in them before the LORD tomorrow, and it shall be that the man whom the LORD chooses is the holy one. You take too much upon yourselves, you sons of Levi!”

8Then Moses said to Korah, “Hear now, you sons of Levi:

9“Is it Ra small thing to you that the God of Israel has Rseparated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to Himself, to do the work of the tabernacle of the LORD, and to stand before the congregation to serve them;

10“and that He has brought you near to Himself, you and all your brethren, the sons of Levi, with you? And are you seeking the priesthood also?

11“Therefore you and all your company are gathered together against the LORD. RAnd what is Aaron that you complain against him?”

12And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, but they said, “We will not come up!

13“Is it a small thing that you have brought us up out of Ra land flowing with milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness, that you should Rkeep acting like a prince over us?

14“Moreover Ryou have not brought us into Ra land flowing with milk and honey, nor given us inheritance of fields and vineyards. Will you put out the eyes of these men? We will not come up!”

God Judges Korah

15Then Moses was very angry, and said to the LORD, R“Do not respect their offering. I have not taken one donkey from them, nor have I hurt one of them.”

16And Moses said to Korah, “Tomorrow, you and all your company be present before the LORD—you and they, as well as Aaron.

17“Let each take his censer and put incense in it, and each of you bring his censer before the LORD, two hundred and fifty censers; both you and Aaron, each with his censer.”

18So every man took his censer, put fire in it, laid incense on it, and stood at the door of the tabernacle of meeting with Moses and Aaron.

19And Korah gathered all the congregation against them at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. Then Rthe glory of the LORD appeared to all the congregation.

20And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 

21R“Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I may Rconsume them in a moment.”

22Then they Rfell on their faces, and said, “O God, Rthe God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and You be angry with all the congregation?”

23So the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

24“Speak to the congregation, saying, ‘Get away from the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.’”

25Then Moses rose and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the elders of Israel followed him.

26And he spoke to the congregation, saying, “Depart now from the tents of these wicked men! Touch nothing of theirs, lest you be consumed in all their sins.”

27So they got away from around the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram; and Dathan and Abiram came out and stood at the door of their tents, with their wives, their sons, and their little Rchildren.

28And Moses said: R“By this you shall know that the LORD has sent me to do all these works, for I have not done them Rof my own will.

29“If these men die naturally like all men, or if they are visited by the common fate of all men, then the LORD has not sent me.

30“But if the LORD creates Ra new thing, and the earth opens its mouth and swallows them up with all that belongs to them, and they Rgo down alive into the pit, then you will understand that these men have rejected the LORD.”

31RNow it came to pass, as he finished speaking all these words, that the ground split apart under them, 

32and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households and Rall the men with Korah, with all their goods.

33So they and all those with them went down alive into the pit; the earth closed over them, and they perished from among the assembly.

34Then all Israel who were around them fled at their cry, for they said, “Lest the earth swallow us up also!”

35And Ra fire came out from the LORD and consumed the two hundred and fifty men who were offering incense.

36Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

37“Tell Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, to pick up the censers out of the blaze, for Rthey are holy, and scatter the fire some distance away.

38“The censers of these men who sinned against their own souls, let them be made into hammered plates as a covering for the altar. Because they presented them before the LORD, therefore they are holy; and they shall be a sign to the children of Israel.”

39So Eleazar the priest took the bronze censers, which those who were burned up had presented, and they were hammered out as a covering on the altar, 

40to be a memorial to the children of Israel that no outsider, who is not a descendant of Aaron, should come near to offer incense before the LORD, that he might not become like Korah and his companions, just as the LORD had said to him through Moses.

Israel Rebels Against Moses and Aaron

41On the next day Rall the congregation of the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron, saying, “You have killed the people of the LORD.”

God Judges Israel

42Now it happened, when the congregation had gathered against Moses and Aaron, that they turned toward the tabernacle of meeting; and suddenly the cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD appeared.

43Then Moses and Aaron came before the tabernacle of meeting.

44And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

45“Get away from among this congregation, that I may consume them in a moment.” And they fell on their faces.

46So Moses said to Aaron, “Take a censer and put fire in it from the altar, put incense on it, and take it quickly to the congregation and make Tatonement for them; Rfor wrath has gone out from the LORD. The plague has begun.”

47Then Aaron took it as Moses commanded, and ran into the midst of the assembly; and already the plague had begun among the people. So he put in the incense and made atonement for the people.

48And he stood between the dead and the living; so the plague was stopped.

49Now those who died in the plague were fourteen thousand seven hundred, besides those who died in the Korah incident.

50So Aaron returned to Moses at the door of the tabernacle of meeting, for the plague had stopped.




CHAPTER 17

Confirmation of the Divine Call

1And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2“Speak to the children of Israel, and get from them a rod from each father’s house, all their leaders according to their fathers’ houses—twelve rods. Write each man’s name on his rod.

3“And you shall write Aaron’s name on the rod of Levi. For there shall be one rod for the head of each father’s house.

4“Then you shall place them in the tabernacle of meeting before Rthe Testimony, Rwhere I meet with you.

5“And it shall be that the rod of the man whom I choose will blossom; thus I will rid Myself of the complaints of the children of Israel, which they make against you.”

6So Moses spoke to the children of Israel, and each of their leaders gave him a rod apiece, for each leader according to their fathers’ houses, twelve rods; and the rod of Aaron was among their rods.

7And Moses placed the rods before the LORD in the tabernacle of witness.

8Now it came to pass on the next day that Moses went into the tabernacle of witness, and behold, the Rrod of Aaron, of the house of Levi, had sprouted and put forth buds, had produced blossoms and yielded ripe almonds.

9Then Moses brought out all the rods from before the LORD to all the children of Israel; and they looked, and each man took his rod.

10And the LORD said to Moses, “Bring RAaron’s rod back before the Testimony, to be kept Ras a sign against the rebels, Rthat you may put their complaints away from Me, lest they die.”

11Thus did Moses; just as the LORD had commanded him, so he did.

12So the children of Israel spoke to Moses, saying, “Surely we die, we perish, we all perish!

13R“Whoever even comes near the tabernacle of the LORD must die. Shall we all utterly die?”




CHAPTER 18

Remuneration of the Priesthood

1Then the LORD said to Aaron: R“You and your sons and your father’s house with you shall Rbear the Tiniquity related to the sanctuary, and you and your sons with you shall bear the iniquity associated with your priesthood.

2“Also bring with you your brethren of the Rtribe of Levi, the tribe of your father, that they may be joined with you and serve you while you and your sons are with you before the tabernacle of witness.

3“They shall attend to your needs and Rall the needs of the tabernacle; Rbut they shall not come near the articles of the sanctuary and the altar, Rlest they die—they and you also.

4“They shall be joined with you and attend to the needs of the tabernacle of meeting, for all the work of the tabernacle; but an outsider shall not come near you.

5“And you shall attend to Rthe duties of the sanctuary and the duties of the altar, Rthat there may be no more wrath on the children of Israel.

6“Behold, I Myself have Rtaken your brethren the Levites from among the children of Israel; Rthey are a gift to you, given by the LORD, to do the work of the tabernacle of meeting.

7“Therefore you and your sons with you shall attend to your priesthood for everything at the altar and behind the veil; and you shall serve. I give your priesthood to you as a gift for service, but the outsider who comes near shall be put to death.”

8And the LORD spoke to Aaron: “Here, RI Myself have also given you charge of My heave offerings, all the holy gifts of the children of Israel; I have given them Ras a portion to you and your sons, as an ordinance forever.

9“This shall be yours of the most holy things reserved from the fire: every offering of theirs, every Rgrain offering and every sin offering and every Rtrespass offering which they render to Me, shall be most holy for you and your sons.

10R“In a most holy place you shall eat it; every male shall eat it. It shall be holy to you.

11“This also is yours: Rthe heave offering of their gift, with all the wave offerings of the children of Israel; I have given them to you, and your sons and daughters with you, as an ordinance forever. Everyone who is clean in your house may eat it.

12R“All the Tbest of the oil, all the best of the new wine and the grain, Rtheir firstfruits which they offer to the LORD, I have given them to you.

13“Whatever first ripe fruit is in their land, Rwhich they bring to the LORD, shall be yours. Everyone who is clean in your house may eat it.

14R“Every Tdevoted thing in Israel shall be yours.

15“Everything that first opens Rthe womb of all flesh, which they bring to the LORD, whether man or beast, shall be yours; nevertheless the firstborn of man you shall surely redeem, and the firstborn of unclean animals you shall redeem.

16“And those redeemed of the devoted things you shall redeem when one month old, according to your valuation, for five shekels of silver, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, which is twenty gerahs.

17R“But the firstborn of a cow, the firstborn of a sheep, or the firstborn of a goat you shall not redeem; they are holy. You shall sprinkle their blood on the altar, and burn their fat as an offering made by fire for a sweet aroma to the LORD.

18“And their flesh shall be yours, just as the RwaveT breast and the right thigh are yours.

19“All the heave offerings of the holy things, which the children of Israel offer to the LORD, I have given to you and your sons and daughters with you as an ordinance forever; Rit is a covenant of salt forever before the LORD with you and your descendants with you.”

20Then the LORD said to Aaron: “You shall have Rno inheritance in their land, nor shall you have any portion among them; I am your portion and your inheritance among the children of Israel.

21“Behold, I have given the children of Levi all the tithes in Israel as an inheritance in return for the work which they perform, the work of the tabernacle of meeting.

22R“Hereafter the children of Israel shall not come near the tabernacle of meeting, Rlest they bear sin and die. 

23“But the Levites shall perform the work of the tabernacle of meeting, and they shall bear their iniquity; it shall be a statute forever, throughout your generations, that among the children of Israel they shall have no inheritance.

24“For the tithes of the children of Israel, which they offer up as a heave offering to the LORD, I have given to the Levites Tas an inheritance; therefore I have said to them, ‘Among the children of Israel they shall have no inheritance.’”

25Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

26“Speak thus to the Levites, and say to them: ‘When you take from the children of Israel the tithes which I have given you from them as your inheritance, then you shall offer up a heave offering of it to the LORD, Ra tenth of the tithe.

27‘And your heave offering shall be reckoned to you as though it were the grain of the Rthreshing floor and as the fullness of the winepress.

28‘Thus you shall also offer a heave offering to the LORD from all your tithes which you receive from the children of Israel, and you shall give the LORD’s heave offering from it to Aaron the priest.

29‘Of all your gifts you shall offer up every heave offering due to the LORD, from all the best of them, the consecrated part of them.’

30“Therefore you shall say to them: ‘When you have lifted up the best of it, then the rest shall be accounted to the Levites as the produce of the threshing floor and as the produce of the winepress.

31‘You may eat it in any place, you and your households, for it is your reward for your work in the tabernacle of meeting.

32‘And you shall Rbear no sin because of it, when you have lifted up the best of it. But you shall not profane the holy gifts of the children of Israel, lest you die.’”




CHAPTER 19

Purification of the Red Heifer

1Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 

2“This is the Tordinance of the law which the LORD has commanded, saying: ‘Speak to the children of Israel, that they bring you a red heifer without Tblemish, in which there is no Rdefect Rand on which a yoke has never come.

3‘You shall give it to Eleazar the priest, that he may take it outside the camp, and it shall be slaughtered before him;

4‘and Eleazar the priest shall take some of its blood with his finger, and Rsprinkle some of its blood seven times directly in front of the tabernacle of meeting.

5‘Then the heifer shall be burned in his sight: Rits hide, its flesh, its blood, and its offal shall be burned.

6‘And the priest shall take cedar wood and hyssop and scarlet, and cast them into the midst of the fire burning the heifer.

7R‘Then the priest shall wash his clothes, he shall bathe in water, and afterward he shall come into the camp; the priest shall be unclean until evening.

8‘And the one who burns it shall wash his clothes in water, bathe in water, and shall be unclean until evening.

9‘Then a man who is clean shall gather up Rthe ashes of the heifer, and store them outside the camp in a clean place; and they shall be kept for the congregation of the children of Israel for the water of purification;* it is for purifying from sin.

10‘And the one who gathers the ashes of the heifer shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until evening. It shall be a statute forever to the children of Israel and to the stranger who dwells among them.

11R‘He who touches the dead body of anyone shall be unclean seven days.

12R‘He shall purify himself with the water on the third day and on the seventh day; then he will be clean. But if he does not purify himself on the third day and on the seventh day, he will not be clean.

13‘Whoever touches the body of anyone who has died, and Rdoes not purify himself, Rdefiles the tabernacle of the LORD. That person shall be cut off from Israel. He shall be unclean, because Rthe water of purification was not sprinkled on him; his uncleanness is still on him.

14‘This is the law when a man dies in a tent: All who come into the tent and all who are in the tent shall be unclean seven days;

15‘and every Ropen vessel, which has no cover fastened on it, is unclean.

16R‘Whoever in the open field touches one who is slain by a sword or who has died, or a bone of a man, or a grave, shall be unclean seven days.

17‘And for an unclean person they shall take some of the Rashes of the heifer burnt for purification from sin, and running water shall be put on them in a vessel.

18‘A clean person shall take Rhyssop and dip it in the water, sprinkle it on the tent, on all the vessels, on the persons who were there, or on the one who touched a bone, the slain, the dead, or a grave.

19‘The clean person shall sprinkle the unclean on the third day and on the seventh day; and on the seventh day he shall purify himself, wash his clothes, and bathe in water; and at evening he shall be clean.

20‘But the man who is unclean and does not purify himself, that person shall be cut off from among the assembly, because he has Rdefiled the sanctuary of the LORD. The water of purification has not been sprinkled on him; he is unclean.

21‘It shall be a perpetual statute for them. He who sprinkles the water of purification shall wash his clothes; and he who touches the water of purification shall be unclean until evening.

22‘Whatever the unclean person touches shall be unclean; and the person who touches it shall be unclean until evening.’”




CHAPTER 20

Miriam Dies

1Then the children of Israel, the whole congregation, came into the Wilderness of Zin in the first month, and the people stayed in RKadesh; and RMiriam died there and was buried there.

The Sin of Israel

2RNow there was no water for the congregation; Rso they gathered together against Moses and Aaron.

3And the people contended with Moses and spoke, saying: “If only we had died when our brethren died before the LORD!

4R“Why have you brought up the assembly of the LORD into this wilderness, that we and our animals should die here?

5“And why have you made us come up out of Egypt, to bring us to this evil place? It is not a place of grain or figs or vines or pomegranates; nor is there any water to drink.”

6So Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly to the door of the tabernacle of meeting, and Rthey fell on their faces. And the glory of the LORD appeared to them.

The Command of God

7Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

8“Take the rod; you and your brother Aaron gather the congregation together. Speak to the rock before their eyes, and it will yield its water; thus you shall bring water for them out of the rock, and give drink to the congregation and their animals.”

The Sin of Moses

9So Moses took the rod Rfrom before the LORD as He commanded him.

10And Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock; and he said to them, “Hear now, you rebels! Must we bring water for you out of this rock?”

11Then Moses lifted his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; Rand water came out abundantly, and the congregation and their animals drank.

12Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, “Because Ryou did not believe Me, to Rhallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them.”

13This was the water of Meribah, * because the children of Israel contended with the LORD, and He was hallowed among them.

Edom Refuses Passage

14RNow Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom. “Thus says your brother Israel: ‘You know all the hardship that has befallen us, 

15‘how our fathers went down to Egypt, and we dwelt in Egypt a long time, and the Egyptians afflicted us and our fathers.

16‘When we cried out to the LORD, He heard our voice and sent the Angel and brought us up out of Egypt; now here we are in Kadesh, a city on the edge of your border.

17‘Please let us pass through your country. We will not pass through fields or vineyards, nor will we drink water from wells; we will go along the King’s Highway; we will not turn aside to the right hand or to the left until we have passed through your territory.’”

18Then REdom said to him, “You shall not pass through my land, lest I come out against you with the sword.”

19So the children of Israel said to him, “We will go by the Highway, and if I or my livestock drink any of your water, Rthen I will pay for it; let me only pass through on foot, nothing more.”

20Then he said, “You shall not pass through.” So Edom came out against them with many men and with a strong hand.

21Thus Edom Rrefused to give Israel passage through his territory; so Israel Rturned away from him.

Aaron Dies

22Now the children of Israel, the whole congregation, journeyed from RKadesh Rand came to Mount Hor.

23And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in Mount Hor by the border of the land of Edom, saying:

24“Aaron shall Tbe Rgathered to his people, for he shall not enter the land which I have given to the children of Israel, because you rebelled against My word at the water of Meribah.

25R“Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and bring them up to Mount Hor;

26“and strip Aaron of his garments and put them on Eleazar his son; for Aaron shall be gathered to his people and die there.”

27So Moses did just as the LORD commanded, and they went up to Mount Hor in the sight of all the congregation.

28RMoses stripped Aaron of his garments and put them on Eleazar his son; and RAaron died there on the top of the mountain. Then Moses and Eleazar came down from the mountain.

29Now when all the congregation saw that Aaron was dead, all the house of Israel mourned for Aaron Rthirty days.




CHAPTER 21

Israel’s Victory over the Canaanites

1The Rking of Arad, the Canaanite, who dwelt in the South, heard that Israel was coming on the road to Atharim. Then he fought against Israel and took some of them prisoners.

2RSo Israel made a vow to the LORD, and said, “If You will indeed deliver this people into my hand, then RI will utterly destroy their cities.”

3And the LORD listened to the voice of Israel and delivered up the Canaanites, and they utterly destroyed them and their cities. So the name of that place was called Hormah.*

Israel Complains—Deut. 2:1

4Then they journeyed from Mount Hor by the Way of the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; and the soul of the people became very discouraged on the way.

5And the people Rspoke against God and against Moses: “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and our soul loathes this worthless bread.”

God Judges with Serpents

6So the LORD sent Rfiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and many of the people of Israel died.

The Bronze Serpent

7Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD that He take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people.

8Then the LORD said to Moses, R“Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live.”

9So RMoses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived.

Journey to Moab

10Now the children of Israel moved on and Rcamped in Oboth.

11And they journeyed from Oboth and camped at Ije Abarim, in the wilderness which is east of Moab, toward the sunrise.

12RFrom there they moved and camped in the Valley of Zered.

13From there they moved and camped on the other side of the Arnon, which is in the wilderness that extends from the border of the Amorites; for the Arnon is the border of Moab, between Moab and the Amorites.

14Therefore it is said in the Book of the Wars of the LORD:

“Waheb in Suphah, *

The brooks of the Arnon, 

15And the slope of the brooks

That reaches to the dwelling of Ar, 

And lies on the border of Moab.”

16From there they went Rto Beer, which is the well where the LORD said to Moses, “Gather the people together, and I will give them water.”

17RThen Israel sang this song:

“Spring up, O well!

All of you sing to it—

18The well the leaders sank, 

Dug by the nation’s nobles, 

By the lawgiver, with their staves.”

And from the wilderness they went to Mattanah, 

19from Mattanah to Nahaliel, from Nahaliel to Bamoth, 

20and from Bamoth, in the valley that is in the country of Moab, to the top of Pisgah which looks down on the wasteland.*

Israel’s Victory over the Amorites —Deut. 2:26–36

21Then RIsrael sent messengers to Sihon king of the Amorites, saying, 

22R“Let me pass through your land. We will not turn aside into fields or vineyards; we will not drink water from wells. We will go by the King’s Highway until we have passed through your territory.”

23But Sihon would not allow Israel to pass through his territory. So Sihon gathered all his people together and went out against Israel in the wilderness, and he came to Jahaz and fought against Israel.





24Then RIsrael defeated him with the edge of the sword, and took possession of his land from the Arnon to the Jabbok, as far as the people of Ammon; for the border of the people of Ammon was fortified.

25So Israel took all these cities, and Israel Rdwelt in all the cities of the Amorites, in Heshbon and in all its villages.

26For Heshbon was the city of Sihon king of the Amorites, who had fought against the former king of Moab, and had taken all his land from his hand as far as the Arnon.

27Therefore those who speak in Tproverbs say:

“Come to Heshbon, let it be built;

Let the city of Sihon be repaired.

28“For fire went out from Heshbon, 

A flame from the city of Sihon;

It consumed RAr of Moab, 

The lords of the heights of the Arnon.

29Woe to you, RMoab!

You have perished, O people of RChemosh!

He has given his sons as fugitives, 

And his Rdaughters into captivity, 

To Sihon king of the Amorites.

30“But we have shot at them;

Heshbon has perished as far as Dibon.

Then we laid waste as far as Nophah, 

Which reaches to RMedeba.”

31Thus Israel dwelt in the land of the Amorites.

32Then Moses sent to spy out RJazer; and they took its villages and drove out the Amorites who were there.

Israel’s Victory over Bashan—Deut. 3:1–4

33RAnd they turned and went up by the way to RBashan. So Og king of Bashan went out against them, he and all his people, to battle at Edrei.

34Then the LORD said to Moses, R“Do not fear him, for I have delivered him into your hand, with all his people and his land; and Ryou shall do to him as you did to Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt at Heshbon.”

35So they defeated him, his sons, and all his people, until there was no survivor left him; and they took possession of his land.




CHAPTER 22

Balaam Is Sought by Balak

1Then the children of Israel moved, and camped in the plains of Moab on the side of the Jordan across from Jericho.

2Now Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites.

3And RMoab was exceedingly afraid of the people because they were many, and Moab was sick with dread because of the children of Israel.

4So Moab said to Rthe elders of Midian, “Now this company will lick up everything around us, as an ox licks up the grass of the field.” And Balak the son of Zippor was king of the Moabites at that time.

5Then he sent messengers to Balaam the son of Beor at Pethor, which is near the River* in the land of the sons of his people, * to call him, saying: “Look, a people has come from Egypt. See, they cover the face of the earth, and are settling next to me!

6“Therefore please come at once, curse this people for me, for they are too mighty for me. Perhaps I shall be able to defeat them and drive them out of the land, for I know that he whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed.”

7So the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the diviner’s fee in their hand, and they came to Balaam and spoke to him the words of Balak.

8And he said to them, R“Lodge here tonight, and I will bring back word to you, as the LORD speaks to me.” So the princes of Moab stayed with Balaam.

9RThen God came to Balaam and said, “Who are these men with you?”

10So Balaam said to God, “Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, has sent to me, saying, 

11‘Look, a people has come out of Egypt, and they cover the face of the earth. Come now, curse them for me; perhaps I shall be able to overpower them and drive them out.’”

12And God said to Balaam, “You shall not go with them; you shall not curse the people, for Rthey are blessed.”

13So Balaam rose in the morning and said to the princes of Balak, “Go back to your land, for the LORD has refused to give me permission to go with you.”

14And the princes of Moab rose and went to Balak, and said, “Balaam refuses to come with us.”

15Then Balak again sent princes, more numerous and more honorable than they.

16And they came to Balaam and said to him, “Thus says Balak the son of Zippor: ‘Please let nothing hinder you from coming to me;

17‘for I will certainly honor you greatly, and I will do whatever you say to me. Therefore please come, curse this people for me.’”

18Then Balaam answered and said to the servants of Balak, R“Though Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold, I could not go beyond the word of the LORD my God, to do less or more.

19“Now therefore, please, you also Rstay here tonight, that I may know what more the LORD will say to me.”

20And God came to Balaam at night and said to him, “If the men come to call you, rise and go with them; but only the word which I speak to you—that you shall do.”

21So Balaam rose in the morning, saddled his donkey, and went with the princes of Moab.

22Then God’s anger was aroused because he went, Rand the Angel of the LORD took His stand in the way as an adversary against him. And he was riding on his donkey, and his two servants were with him.

23Now Rthe donkey saw the Angel of the LORD standing in the way with His drawn sword in His hand, and the donkey turned aside out of the way and went into the field. So Balaam struck the donkey to turn her back onto the road.

24Then the Angel of the LORD stood in a narrow path between the vineyards, with a wall on this side and a wall on that side.

25And when the donkey saw the Angel of the LORD, she pushed herself against the wall and crushed Balaam’s foot against the wall; so he struck her again.

26Then the Angel of the LORD went further, and stood in a narrow place where there was no way to turn either to the right hand or to the left.

27And when the donkey saw the Angel of the LORD, she lay down under Balaam; so Balaam’s anger was aroused, and he struck the donkey with his staff.

28Then the LORD Ropened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What have I done to you, that you have struck me these three times?”

29And Balaam said to the donkey, “Because you have Tabused me. I wish there were a sword in my hand, Rfor now I would kill you!”

30RSo the donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your donkey on which you have ridden, ever since I became yours, to this day? Was I ever Tdisposed to do this to you?” And he said, “No.”

31Then the LORD Ropened Balaam’s eyes, and he saw the Angel of the LORD standing in the way with His drawn sword in His hand; and he bowed his head and fell flat on his face.

32And the Angel of the LORD said to him, “Why have you struck your donkey these three times? Behold, I have come out to stand against you, because your way is RperverseT before Me.

33“The donkey saw Me and turned aside from Me these three times. If she had not turned aside from Me, surely I would also have killed you by now, and let her live.”

34And Balaam said to the Angel of the LORD, “I have sinned, for I did not know You stood in the way against me. Now therefore, if it displeases You, I will turn back.”

35Then the Angel of the LORD said to Ba-laam, “Go with the men, but only the word that I speak to you, that you shall speak.” So Balaam went with the princes of Balak.

36Now when Balak heard that Balaam was coming, he went out to meet him at the city of Moab, which is on the border at the Arnon, the boundary of the territory.

37Then Balak said to Balaam, “Did I not earnestly send to you, calling for you? Why did you not come to me? Am I not able Rto honor you?”

38And Balaam said to Balak, “Look, I have come to you! Now, have I any power at all to say anything? RThe word that God puts in my mouth, that I must speak.”

39So Balaam went with Balak, and they came to Kirjath Huzoth.

40Then Balak offered oxen and sheep, and he sent some to Balaam and to the princes who were with him.

The First Oracle of Balaam

41So it was, the next day, that Balak took Balaam and brought him up to the Rhigh places of Baal, that from there he might observe the extent of the people.




CHAPTER 23

1Then Balaam said to Balak, “Build seven altars for me here, and prepare for me here seven bulls and seven rams.”

2And Balak did just as Balaam had spoken, and Balak and Balaam Roffered a bull and a ram on each altar.

3Then Balaam said to Balak, R“Stand by your burnt offering, and I will go; perhaps the LORD will come Rto meet me, and whatever He shows me I will tell you.” So he went to a desolate height.

4And God met Balaam, and he said to Him, “I have prepared the seven altars, and I have offered on each altar a bull and a ram.”

5Then the LORD Rput a word in Balaam’s mouth, and said, “Return to Balak, and thus you shall speak.”

6So he returned to him, and there he was, standing by his burnt offering, he and all the princes of Moab.

7And he Rtook up his Toracle and said:

“Balak the king of Moab has brought me from Aram, 

From the mountains of the east.

‘Come, curse Jacob for me, 

And come, denounce Israel!’

8“HowR shall I curse whom God has not cursed?

And how shall I denounce whom the LORD has not denounced?

9For from the top of the rocks I see him, 

And from the hills I behold him;

There! A people dwelling alone, 

Not reckoning itself among the nations.

10“Who can count the dust* of Jacob, 

Or number one-fourth of Israel?

Let me die Rthe death of the righteous, 

And let my end be like his!”

11Then Balak said to Balaam, “What have you done to me? RI took you to curse my enemies, and look, you have blessed them bountifully!”

12So he answered and said, R“Must I not take heed to speak what the LORD has put in my mouth?”

The Second Oracle of Balaam

13Then Balak said to him, “Please come with me to another place from which you may see them; you shall see only the outer part of them, and shall not see them all; curse them for me from there.”

14So he brought him to the field of Zophim, to the top of Pisgah, Rand built seven altars, and offered a bull and a ram on each altar.

15And he said to Balak, “Stand here by your burnt offering while I meet* the LORD over there.”

16Then the LORD met Balaam, and put a word in his mouth, and said, “Go back to Balak, and thus you shall speak.”

17So he came to him, and there he was, standing by his burnt offering, and the princes of Moab were with him. And Balak said to him, “What has the LORD spoken?”

18Then he took up his oracle and said:

R“Rise up, Balak, and hear!

Listen to me, son of Zippor!

19“GodR is not a man, that He should lie, 

Nor a son of man, that He should repent.

Has He Rsaid, and will He not do?

Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good? 

20Behold, I have received a command to bless;

He has blessed, and I cannot reverse it.

21“He has not observed iniquity in Jacob, 

Nor has He seen Twickedness in Israel.

The LORD his God is with him, 

And the shout of a King is among them.

22God brings them out of Egypt;

He has strength like a wild ox.

23“For there is no sorcery against Jacob, 

Nor any divination against Israel.

It now must be said of Jacob

And of Israel, ‘Oh, what God has done!’

24Look, a people rises Rlike a lioness, 

And lifts itself up like a lion;

RIt shall not lie down until it devours the prey, 

And drinks the blood of the slain.”

25Then Balak said to Balaam, “Neither curse them at all, nor bless them at all!”

26So Balaam answered and said to Balak, “Did I not tell you, saying, R‘All that the LORD speaks, that I must do’?”

The Third Oracle of Balaam

27Then Balak said to Balaam, “Please come, I will take you to another place; perhaps it will please God that you may curse them for me from there.”

28So Balak took Balaam to the top of Peor, that Roverlooks the wasteland.*

29Then Balaam said to Balak, “Build for me here seven altars, and prepare for me here seven bulls and seven rams.”

30And Balak did as Balaam had said, and offered a bull and a ram on every altar.




CHAPTER 24

1Now when Balaam saw that it pleased the LORD to bless Israel, he did not go as at other times, to seek to use sorcery, but he set his face toward the wilderness.

2And Balaam raised his eyes, and saw Israel encamped according to their tribes; and the Spirit of God came upon him.

3RThen he took up his oracle and said:

“The utterance of Balaam the son of Beor, 

The utterance of the man whose eyes are opened, 

4The utterance of him who hears the words of God, 

Who sees the vision of the Almighty, 

Who falls down, with eyes wide open:

5“How lovely are your tents, O Jacob!

Your dwellings, O Israel!

6Like valleys that stretch out, 

Like gardens by the riverside, 

RLike aloes planted by the LORD, 

Like cedars beside the waters.

7He shall pour water from his buckets, 

And his seed shall be in many waters.

“His king shall be higher than Agag, 

And his kingdom shall be exalted.

8“GodR brings him out of Egypt;

He has strength like a wild ox;

He shall Rconsume the nations, his enemies;

He shall Rbreak their bones

And pierce them with his arrows.

9‘He bows down, he lies down as a lion;

And as a lion, who shall rouse him?’*

“Blessed is he who blesses you, 

And cursed is he who curses you.”

10Then Balak’s anger was aroused against Balaam, and he struck his hands together; and Balak said to Balaam, “I called you to curse my enemies, and look, you have bountifully blessed them these three times!

11“Now therefore, flee to your place. I said I would greatly honor you, but in fact, the LORD has kept you back from honor.”

12So Balaam said to Balak, “Did I not also speak to your messengers whom you sent to me, saying, 

13‘If Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold, I could not go beyond the word of the LORD, to do good or bad of my own will. What the LORD says, that I must speak’?

The Fourth Oracle of Balaam

14“And now, indeed, I am going to my people. Come, I will advise you what this people will do to your people in the latter days.”

15So he took up his oracle and said:

“The utterance of Balaam the son of Beor, 

And the utterance of the man whose eyes are opened;

16The utterance of him who hears the words of God, 

And has the knowledge of the Most High, 

Who sees the vision of the Almighty, 

Who falls down, with eyes wide open:

17“IR see Him, but not now;

I behold Him, but not near;

RA Star shall come out of Jacob;

A Scepter shall rise out of Israel, 

And batter the brow of Moab, 

And destroy all the sons of tumult.*

18“And REdom shall be a possession;

Seir also, his enemies, shall be a possession, 

While Israel does Tvaliantly.

19Out of Jacob One shall have dominion, 

And destroy the remains of the city.”

20Then he looked on Amalek, and he took up his oracle and said:

“Amalek was first among the nations, 

But shall be last until he perishes.”

21Then he looked on the Kenites, and he took up his oracle and said:

“Firm is your dwelling place, 

And your nest is set in the rock;

22Nevertheless Kain shall be burned.

How long until Asshur carries you away captive?”

23Then he took up his oracle and said:

“Alas! Who shall live when God does this?

24But ships shall come from the coasts of RCyprus, *

And they shall afflict Asshur and afflict REber, 

And so shall Amalek, * until he perishes.”

25So Balaam rose and departed and returned to his place; Balak also went his way.




CHAPTER 25

Israel Commits Harlotry

1Now Israel remained in Acacia Grove, * and the Rpeople began to commit harlotry with the women of Moab.

2RThey invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their gods.

Phinehas Stays the Plague

3So Israel was joined to Baal of Peor, and Rthe anger of the LORD was aroused against Israel.

4Then the LORD said to Moses, R“Take all the leaders of the people and hang the offenders before the LORD, out in the sun, Rthat the fierce anger of the LORD may turn away from Israel.”

5So Moses said to Rthe judges of Israel, R“Every one of you kill his men who were joined to Baal of Peor.”

6And indeed, one of the children of Israel came and presented to his brethren a Midianite woman in the sight of Moses and in the sight of all the congregation of the children of Israel, Rwho were weeping at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.

7Now Rwhen Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose from among the congregation and took a javelin in his hand;

8and he went after the man of Israel into the tent and thrust both of them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her body. So Rthe plague was stopped among the children of Israel.

9And Rthose who died in the plague were twenty-four thousand.

10Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

11R“Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned back My wrath from the children of Israel, because he was zealous with My zeal among them, so that I did not consume the children of Israel in RMy zeal.

12“Therefore say, ‘Behold, I give to him My Rcovenant of peace;

13‘and it shall be to him and his descendants after him a covenant of Ran everlasting priesthood, because he was Rzealous for his God, and Rmade atonement for the children of Israel.’”

14Now the name of the Israelite who was killed, who was killed with the Midianite woman, was Zimri the son of Salu, a leader of a father’s house among the Simeonites.

15And the name of the Midianite woman who was killed was Cozbi the daughter of RZur; he was head of the people of a father’s house in Midian.

Israel to Destroy Moab

16Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

17R“Harass the Midianites, and Tattack them;

18“for they harassed you with their RschemesT by which they seduced you in the matter of Peor and in the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of a leader of Midian, their sister, who was killed in the day of the plague because of Peor.”




CHAPTER 26

The Second Census

1And it came to pass, after the plague, that the LORD spoke to Moses and Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, saying:

2“Take a census of all the congregation of the children of Israel from twenty years old and above, by their fathers’ houses, all who are able to go to war in Israel.”

3So Moses and Eleazar the priest spoke with them in the plains of Moab by the Jordan, across from Jericho, saying:

4“Take a census of the people from twenty years old and above, just as the LORD commanded Moses and the children of Israel who came out of the land of Egypt.”

5RReuben was the firstborn of Israel. The children of Reuben were: of Hanoch, the family of the Hanochites; of Pallu, the family of the Palluites;

6of Hezron, the family of the Hezronites; of Carmi, the family of the Carmites.

7These are the families of the Reubenites: those who were numbered of them were forty-three thousand seven hundred and thirty.

8And the son of Pallu was Eliab.

9The sons of Eliab were Nemuel, Dathan, and Abiram. These are the Dathan and Abiram, Rrepresentatives of the congregation, who contended against Moses and Aaron in the company of Korah, when they contended against the LORD;

10Rand the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up together with Korah when that company died, when the fire devoured two hundred and fifty men; Rand they became a sign.

11Nevertheless Rthe children of Korah did not die.

12The sons of Simeon according to their families were: of Nemuel, * the family of the Nemuelites; of Jamin, the family of the Jaminites; of Jachin, * the family of the Jachinites;

13of Zerah, * the family of the Zarhites; of Shaul, the family of the Shaulites.

14These are the families of the Simeonites: twenty-two thousand two hundred.

15The sons of Gad according to their families were: of Zephon, * the family of the Zephonites; of Haggi, the family of the Haggites; of Shuni, the family of the Shunites;

16of Ozni, * the family of the Oznites; of Eri, the family of the Erites;

17of Arod, * the family of the Arodites; of Areli, the family of the Arelites.

18These are the families of the sons of Gad according to those who were numbered of them: forty thousand five hundred.

19RThe sons of Judah were Er and Onan; and Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan.

20And the sons of Judah according to their families were: of Shelah, the family of the Shelanites; of Perez, the family of the Parzites; of Zerah, the family of the Zarhites.

21And the sons of Perez were: of Hezron, the family of the Hezronites; of Hamul, the family of the Hamulites.

22These are the families of Judah according to those who were numbered of them: seventy-six thousand five hundred.

23The sons of Issachar according to their families were: of Tola, the family of the Tolaites; of Puah, * the family of the Punites;*

24of Jashub, the family of the Jashubites; of Shimron, the family of the Shimronites.

25These are the families of Issachar according to those who were numbered of them: sixty-four thousand three hundred.

26The sons of Zebulun according to their families were: of Sered, the family of the Sardites; of Elon, the family of the Elonites; of Jahleel, the family of the Jahleelites.

27These are the families of the Zebulunites according to those who were numbered of them: sixty thousand five hundred.

28The sons of Joseph according to their families, by Manasseh and Ephraim, were:

29The sons of RManasseh: of RMachir, the family of the Machirites; and Machir begot Gilead; of Gilead, the family of the Gileadites.

30These are the sons of Gilead: of Jeezer, * the family of the Jeezerites; of Helek, the family of the Helekites;

31of Asriel, the family of the Asrielites; of Shechem, the family of the Shechemites;

32of Shemida, the family of the Shemidaites; of Hepher, the family of the Hepherites.

33Now Zelophehad the son of Hepher had no sons, but daughters; and the names of the daughters of Zelophehad were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

34These are the families of Manasseh; and those who were numbered of them were fifty-two thousand seven hundred.

35These are the sons of Ephraim according to their families: of Shuthelah, the family of the Shuthalhites; of Becher, * the family of the Bachrites; of Tahan, the family of the Tahanites.

36And these are the sons of Shuthelah: of Eran, the family of the Eranites.

37These are the families of the sons of Ephraim according to those who were numbered of them: thirty-two thousand five hundred. These are the sons of Joseph according to their families.

38RThe sons of Benjamin according to their families were: of Bela, the family of the Belaites; of Ashbel, the family of the Ashbelites; of RAhiram, the family of the Ahiramites;

39of RShupham, * the family of the Shuphamites; of Hupham, * the family of the Huphamites.

40And the sons of Bela were Ard* and Naaman: of Ard, the family of the Ardites; of Naaman, the family of the Naamites.

41These are the sons of Benjamin according to their families; and those who were numbered of them were forty-five thousand six hundred.

42These are the sons of Dan according to their families: of Shuham, * the family of the Shuhamites. These are the families of Dan according to their families.

43All the families of the Shuhamites, according to those who were numbered of them, were sixty-four thousand four hundred.

44The sons of Asher according to their families were: of Jimna, the family of the Jimnites; of Jesui, the family of the Jesuites; of Beriah, the family of the Beriites.

45Of the sons of Beriah: of Heber, the family of the Heberites; of Malchiel, the family of the Malchielites.

46And the name of the daughter of Asher was Serah.

47These are the families of the sons of Asher according to those who were numbered of them: fifty-three thousand four hundred.

48The sons of Naphtali according to their families were: of Jahzeel, * the family of the Jahzeelites; of Guni, the family of the Gunites;

49of Jezer, the family of the Jezerites; of Shillem, the family of the Shillemites.

50These are the families of Naphtali according to their families; and those who were numbered of them were forty-five thousand four hundred.

51These are those who were numbered of the children of Israel: six hundred and one thousand seven hundred and thirty.

Method of Dividing the Land

52Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

53R“To these the land shall be Rdivided as an inheritance, according to the number of names.

54R“To a large tribe you shall give a larger inheritance, and to a small tribe you shall give a smaller inheritance. Each shall be given its inheritance according to those who were numbered of them.

55“But the land shall be Rdivided by lot; they shall inherit according to the names of the tribes of their fathers.

56“According to the lot their inheritance shall be divided between the larger and the smaller.”

The Levites Have No Inheritance

57And these are those who were numbered of the Levites according to their families: of Gershon, the family of the Gershonites; of Kohath, the family of the Kohathites; of Merari, the family of the Merarites.

58These are the families of the Levites: the family of the Libnites, the family of the Hebronites, the family of the Mahlites, the family of the Mushites, and the family of the Korathites. And Kohath begot Amram.

59The name of Amram’s wife was RJochebed the daughter of Levi, who was born to Levi in Egypt; and to Amram she bore Aaron and Moses and their sister Miriam.

60RTo Aaron were born Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.

61And Nadab and Abihu died when they offered profane fire before the LORD.

62Now those who were numbered of them were twenty-three thousand, every male from a month old and above; for they were not numbered among the other children of Israel, because there was no inheritance given to them among the children of Israel.

The Old Generation Has No Inheritance

63These are those who were numbered by Moses and Eleazar the priest, who numbered the children of Israel in the plains of Moab by the Jordan, across from Jericho.

64But among these there was not a man of those who were numbered by Moses and Aaron the priest when they numbered the children of Israel in the Wilderness of Sinai.

65For the LORD had said of them, “They Rshall surely die in the wilderness.” So there was not left a man of them, Rexcept Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun.




CHAPTER 27

The Special Laws of Inheritance

1Then came the daughters of Zelophehad the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, from the families of Manasseh the son of Joseph; and these were the names of his daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

2And they stood before Moses, before Eleazar the priest, and before the leaders and all the congregation, by the doorway of the tabernacle of meeting, saying:

3“Our father Rdied in the wilderness; but he was not in the company of those who gathered together against the LORD, in company with Korah, but he died in his own sin; and he had no sons.

4“Why should the name of our father be Rremoved from among his family because he had no son? RGive us a possession among our father’s brothers.”

5So Moses Rbrought their case before the LORD.

6And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

7“The daughters of Zelophehad speak what is right; Ryou shall surely give them a possession of inheritance among their father’s brothers, and cause the inheritance of their father to pass to them.

8“And you shall speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘If a man dies and has no son, then you shall cause his inheritance to pass to his daughter.

9‘If he has no daughter, then you shall give his inheritance to his brothers.

10‘If he has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to his father’s brothers.

11‘And if his father has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to the relative closest to him in his family, and he shall possess it.’” And it shall be to the children of Israel Ra statute of judgment, just as the LORD commanded Moses.

Moses Is Set Aside

12Now the LORD said to Moses: “Go up into this Mount Abarim, and see the land which I have given to the children of Israel.

13“And when you have seen it, you also Rshall be gathered to your people, as Aaron your brother was gathered.

14“For in the Wilderness of Zin, during the strife of the congregation, you Rrebelled against My command to hallow Me at the waters before their eyes.” (These are the Rwaters of Meribah, at Kadesh in the Wilderness of Zin.)

Joshua Is Appointed

15Then Moses spoke to the LORD, saying:

16“Let the LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man over the congregation, 

17R“who may go out before them and go in before them, who may lead them out and bring them in, that the congregation of the LORD may not be Rlike sheep which have no shepherd.”

18And the LORD said to Moses: “Take Joshua the son of Nun with you, a man Rin whom is the Spirit, and Rlay your hand on him;

19“set him before Eleazar the priest and before all the congregation, and Rinaugurate him in their sight.

20“And you shall give some of your authority to him, that all the congregation of the children of Israel may be obedient.

21“He shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire before the LORD for him by the judgment of the Urim. At his word they shall go out, and at his word they shall come in, he and all the children of Israel with him—all the congregation.”

22So Moses did as the LORD commanded him. He took Joshua and set him before Eleazar the priest and before all the congregation.

23And he laid his hands on him Rand inaugurated him, just as the LORD commanded by the hand of Moses.




CHAPTER 28

Daily Offering

1Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Command the children of Israel, and say to them, ‘My offering, RMy food for My offerings made by fire as a sweet aroma to Me, you shall be careful to offer to Me at their appointed time.’

3“And you shall say to them, R‘This is the offering made by fire which you shall offer to the LORD: two male lambs in their first year without blemish, day by day, as a regular burnt offering.

4‘The one lamb you shall offer in the morning, the other lamb you shall offer in the evening, 

5‘and Rone-tenth of an ephah of fine flour as a Rgrain offering mixed with one-fourth of a hin of pressed oil.

6‘It is a regular burnt offering which was ordained at Mount Sinai for a sweet aroma, an offering made by fire to the LORD.

7‘And its drink offering shall be one-fourth of a hin for each lamb; Rin a holy place you shall pour out the drink to the LORD as an offering.

8‘The other lamb you shall offer in the evening; as the morning grain offering and its drink offering, you shall offer it as an offering made by fire, a Tsweet aroma to the LORD.

Weekly Offering

9‘And on the Sabbath day two lambs in their first year, without blemish, and two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour as a grain offering, mixed with oil, with its drink offering—

10‘this is Rthe burnt offering for every Sabbath, besides the regular burnt offering with its drink offering.

Monthly Offering

11‘At the beginnings of your months you shall present a burnt offering to the LORD: two young bulls, one ram, and seven lambs in their first year, without blemish;

12R‘three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour as a grain offering, mixed with oil, for each bull; two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour as a grain offering, mixed with oil, for the one ram;

13‘and one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour, mixed with oil, as a grain offering for each lamb, as a burnt offering of sweet aroma, an offering made by fire to the LORD.

14‘Their drink offering shall be half a hin of wine for a bull, one-third of a hin for a ram, and one-fourth of a hin for a lamb; this is the burnt offering for each month throughout the months of the year.

15‘Also one kid of the goats as a sin offering to the LORD shall be offered, besides the regular burnt offering and its drink offering.

Passover

16‘On the fourteenth day of the first month is the Passover of the LORD.

Unleavened Bread

17R‘And on the fifteenth day of this month is the feast; unleavened bread shall be eaten for seven days.

18‘On the Rfirst day you shall have a holy Tconvocation. You shall do no Tcustomary work.

19‘And you shall present an offering made by fire as a burnt offering to the LORD: two young bulls, one ram, and seven lambs in their first year. RBe sure they are without blemish.

20‘Their grain offering shall be of fine flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of an ephah you shall offer for a bull, and two-tenths for a ram;

21‘you shall offer one-tenth of an ephah for each of the seven lambs;

22‘also Rone goat as a sin offering, to make Tatonement for you.

23‘You shall offer these besides the burnt offering of the morning, which is for a regular burnt offering.

24‘In this manner you shall offer the food of the offering made by fire daily for seven days, as a sweet aroma to the LORD; it shall be offered besides the regular burnt offering and its drink offering.

25‘And Ron the seventh day you shall have a holy convocation. You shall do no customary work.

Firstfruits

26‘Also Ron the day of the firstfruits, when you bring a new grain offering to the LORD at your Feast of Weeks, you shall have a holy convocation. You shall do no customary work.

27‘You shall present a burnt offering as a sweet aroma to the LORD: two young bulls, one ram, and seven lambs in their first year, 

28‘with their grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of an ephah for each bull, two-tenths for the one ram, 

29‘and one-tenth for each of the seven lambs;

30‘also one kid of the goats, to make Tatonement for you.

31R‘Be sure they are without Tblemish. You shall present them with their drink offerings, besides the regular burnt offering with its grain offering.




CHAPTER 29

Trumpets

1‘AND in the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall have a holy convocation. You shall do no customary work. For you it is a day of blowing the trumpets.

2‘You shall offer a burnt offering as a sweet aroma to the LORD: one young bull, one ram, and seven lambs in their first year, without blemish.

3‘Their grain offering shall be fine flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of an ephah for the bull, two-tenths for the ram, 

4‘and one-tenth for each of the seven lambs;

5‘also one kid of the goats as a sin offering, to make atonement for you;

6‘besides Rthe burnt offering with its grain offering for the New Moon, Rthe regular burnt offering with its grain offering, and their drink offerings, according to their ordinance, as a sweet aroma, an offering made by fire to the LORD.

Atonement

7R‘On the tenth day of this seventh month you shall have a holy convocation. You shall Rafflict your souls; you shall not do any work.

8‘You shall present a burnt offering to the LORD as a sweet aroma: one young bull, one ram, and seven lambs in their first year. Be sure they are without blemish.

9‘Their grain offering shall be of fine flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of an ephah for the bull, two-tenths for the one ram, 

10‘and one-tenth for each of the seven lambs;

11‘also one kid of the goats as a sin offering, besides Rthe sin offering for atonement, the regular burnt offering with its grain offering, and their drink offerings.

Tabernacle

12‘On the fifteenth day of the seventh month you shall have a holy convocation. You shall do no customary work, and you shall keep a feast to the LORD seven days.

13R‘You shall present a burnt offering, an offering made by fire as a sweet aroma to the LORD: thirteen young bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first year. They shall be without blemish.

14‘Their grain offering shall be of fine flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of an ephah for each of the thirteen bulls, two-tenths for each of the two rams, 

15‘and one-tenth for each of the fourteen lambs;

16‘also one kid of the goats as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering.

17‘On the Rsecond day present twelve young bulls, two rams, fourteen lambs in their first year without blemish, 

18‘and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, by their number, Raccording to the ordinance;

19‘also one kid of the goats as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering with its grain offering, and their drink offerings.

20‘On the third day present eleven bulls, two rams, fourteen lambs in their first year without blemish, 

21‘and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, by their number, Raccording to the ordinance;

22‘also one goat as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering.

23‘On the fourth day present ten bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first year, without blemish, 

24‘and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, by their number, according to the ordinance;

25‘also one kid of the goats as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering.

26‘On the fifth day present nine bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first year without blemish, 

27‘and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, by their number, according to the ordinance;

28‘also one goat as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering.

29‘On the sixth day present eight bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first year without blemish, 

30‘and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, by their number, according to the ordinance;

31‘also one goat as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering.

32‘On the seventh day present seven bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first year without blemish, 

33‘and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, by their number, according to the ordinance;

34‘also one goat as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering.

35‘On the eighth day you shall have a RsacredT assembly. You shall do no customary work.

36‘You shall present a burnt offering, an offering made by fire as a sweet aroma to the LORD: one bull, one ram, seven lambs in their first year without blemish, 

37‘and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bull, for the ram, and for the lambs, by their number, according to the ordinance;

38‘also one goat as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering.

39‘These you shall present to the LORD at your Rappointed feasts (besides your Rvowed offerings and your freewill offerings) as your burnt offerings and your grain offerings, as your drink offerings and your peace offerings.’”

40So Moses told the children of Israel everything, just as the LORD commanded Moses.




CHAPTER 30

The Regulation of Vows

1Then Moses spoke to Rthe heads of the tribes concerning the children of Israel, saying, “This is the thing which the LORD has commanded:

2R“If a man makes a vow to the LORD, or Rswears an oath to bind himself by some agreement, he shall not break his word; he shall Rdo according to all that proceeds out of his mouth.

3“Or if a woman makes a vow to the LORD, and binds herself by some agreement while in her father’s house in her youth, 

4“and her father hears her vow and the agreement by which she has bound herself, and her father holds his peace, then all her vows shall stand, and every agreement with which she has bound herself shall stand.

5“But if her father overrules her on the day that he hears, then none of her vows nor her agreements by which she has bound herself shall stand; and the LORD will release her, because her father overruled her.

6“If indeed she takes a husband, while bound by her vows or by a rash utterance from her lips by which she bound herself, 

7“and her husband hears it, and makes no response to her on the day that he hears, then her vows shall stand, and her agreements by which she bound herself shall stand.

8“But if her husband overrules her on the day that he hears it, he shall make void her vow which she took and what she uttered with her lips, by which she bound herself, and the LORD will release her.

9“Also any vow of a widow or a divorced woman, by which she has bound herself, shall stand against her.

10“If she vowed in her husband’s house, or bound herself by an agreement with an oath, 

11“and her husband heard it, and made no response to her and did not overrule her, then all her vows shall stand, and every agreement by which she bound herself shall stand.

12“But if her husband truly made them void on the day he heard them, then whatever proceeded from her lips concerning her vows or concerning the agreement binding her, it shall not stand; her husband has made them Tvoid, and the LORD will release her.

13“Every vow and every binding oath to afflict her soul, her husband may confirm it, or her husband may make it void.

14“Now if her husband makes no response whatever to her from day to day, then he confirms all her vows or all the agreements that bind her; he confirms them, because he made no response to her on the day that he heard them.

15“But if he does make them void after he has heard them, then he shall bear her guilt.”

16These are the statutes which the LORD commanded Moses, between a man and his wife, and between a father and his daughter in her youth in her father’s house.




CHAPTER 31

Destruction of the Midianites

1And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2R“Take vengeance on the Midianites for the children of Israel. Afterward you shall be gathered to your people.”

3So Moses spoke to the people, saying, “Arm some of yourselves for war, and let them go against the Midianites to take vengeance for the LORD on Midian.

4“A thousand from each tribe of all the tribes of Israel you shall send to the war.”

5So there were recruited from the divisions of Israel one thousand from each tribe, twelve thousand armed for war.

6Then Moses sent them to the war, one thousand from each tribe; he sent them to the war with Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, with the holy articles and Rthe signal trumpets in his hand.

7And they warred against the Midianites, just as the LORD commanded Moses, and Rthey killed all the males.

8They killed the kings of Midian with the rest of those who were killed—REvi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba, the five kings of Midian. RBalaam the son of Beor they also killed with the sword.

9And the children of Israel took the women of Midian captive, with their little ones, and took as spoil all their cattle, all their flocks, and all their goods.

10They also burned with fire all the cities where they dwelt, and all their forts.

11And Rthey took all the spoil and all the booty—of man and beast.

12Then they brought the captives, the booty, and the spoil to Moses, to Eleazar the priest, and to the congregation of the children of Israel, to the camp in the plains of Moab by the Jordan, across from Jericho.

13And Moses, Eleazar the priest, and all the leaders of the congregation, went to meet them outside the camp.

14But Moses was angry with the officers of the army, with the captains over thousands and captains over hundreds, who had come from the battle.

15And Moses said to them: “Have you kept Rall the women alive?

16“Look, these women caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to trespass against the LORD in the incident of Peor, and there was a plague among the congregation of the LORD.

17“Now therefore, Rkill every male among the little ones, and kill every woman who has known a man intimately.

18“But keep alive Rfor yourselves all the young girls who have not known a man intimately.

Purification of Israel

19“And as for you, Rremain outside the camp seven days; whoever has killed any person, and whoever has touched any slain, purify yourselves and your captives on the third day and on the seventh day.

20“Purify every garment, everything made of leather, everything woven of goats’ hair, and everything made of wood.”

21Then Eleazar the priest said to the men of war who had gone to the battle, “This is the Tordinance of the law which the LORD commanded Moses:

22Only the gold, the silver, the bronze, the iron, the tin, and the lead, 

23“everything that can endure fire, you shall put through the fire, and it shall be clean; and it shall be purified with the water of purification. But all that cannot endure fire you shall put through water.

24R“And you shall wash your clothes on the seventh day and be clean, and afterward you may come into the camp.”

Distribution of the Spoils

25Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

26“Count up the plunder that was Ttaken—of man and beast—you and Eleazar the priest and the chief fathers of the congregation;

27“and divide the plunder into two parts, between those who took part in the war, who went out to battle, and all the congregation.

28“And levy a tribute for the LORD on the men of war who went out to battle: Rone of every five hundred of the persons, the cattle, the donkeys, and the sheep;

29“take it from their half, and Rgive it to Eleazar the priest as a heave offering to the LORD.

30“And from the children of Israel’s half you shall take Rone of every fifty, drawn from the persons, the cattle, the donkeys, and the sheep, from all the livestock, and give them to the Levites Rwho keep charge of the tabernacle of the LORD.”

31So Moses and Eleazar the priest did as the LORD commanded Moses.

32The booty remaining from the plunder, which the men of war had taken, was six hundred and seventy-five thousand sheep, 

33seventy-two thousand cattle, 

34sixty-one thousand donkeys, 

35and thirty-two thousand persons in all, of women who had not known a man intimately.

36And the half, the portion for those who had gone out to war, was in number three hundred and thirty-seven thousand five hundred sheep;

37and the LORD’s Ttribute of the sheep was six hundred and seventy-five.

38The cattle were thirty-six thousand, of which the LORD’s tribute was seventy-two.

39The donkeys were thirty thousand five hundred, of which the LORD’s tribute was sixty-one.

40The persons were sixteen thousand, of which the LORD’s tribute was thirty-two persons.

41So Moses gave the tribute which was the LORD’s heave offering to Eleazar the priest, as the LORD commanded Moses.

42And from the children of Israel’s half, which Moses separated from the men who fought—

43now the half belonging to the congregation was three hundred and thirty-seven thousand five hundred sheep, 

44thirty-six thousand cattle, 

45thirty thousand five hundred donkeys, 

46and sixteen thousand persons—

47and from the children of Israel’s half Moses took one of every fifty, drawn from man and beast, and gave them to the Levites, who kept charge of the tabernacle of the LORD, as the LORD commanded Moses.

48Then the officers who were over thousands of the army, the captains of thousands and captains of hundreds, came near to Moses;

49and they said to Moses, “Your servants have taken a count of the men of war who are under our command, and not a man of us is missing.

50“Therefore we have brought an offering for the LORD, what every man found of ornaments of gold: armlets and bracelets and signet rings and earrings and necklaces, Rto make Tatonement for ourselves before the LORD.”

51So Moses and Eleazar the priest received the gold from them, all the fashioned ornaments.

52And all the gold of the offering that they offered to the LORD, from the captains of thousands and captains of hundreds, was sixteen thousand seven hundred and fifty shekels.

53R(The men of war had taken spoil, every man for himself.)

54And Moses and Eleazar the priest received the gold from the captains of thousands and of hundreds, and brought it into the tabernacle of meeting as a memorial for the children of Israel before the LORD.




CHAPTER 32

Division of the Land East of Jordan—Deut. 3:12–19

1Now the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had a very great multitude of livestock; and when they saw the land of Jazer and the land of Gilead, that indeed the region was a place for livestock, 

2the children of Gad and the children of Reuben came and spoke to Moses, to Eleazar the priest, and to the leaders of the congregation, saying, 

3“Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Shebam, Nebo, and Beon, 

4“the country Rwhich the LORD defeated before the congregation of Israel, is a land for livestock, and your servants have livestock.”

5Therefore they said, “If we have found favor in your sight, let this land be given to your servants as a possession. Do not take us over the Jordan.”

6And Moses said to the children of Gad and to the children of Reuben: “Shall your brethren go to war while you sit here?

7“Now why will you discourage the heart of the children of Israel from going over into the land which the LORD has given them?

8“Thus your fathers did Rwhen I sent them away from Kadesh Barnea Rto see the land.

9“For Rwhen they went up to the Valley of Eshcol and saw the land, they discouraged the heart of the children of Israel, so that they did not go into the land which the LORD had given them.

10“So the LORD’s anger was aroused on that day, and He swore an oath, saying, 

11‘Surely none of the men who came up from Egypt, from twenty years old and above, shall see the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, because Rthey have not wholly followed Me, 

12‘except Caleb the son of Jephunneh, the Kenizzite, and Joshua the son of Nun, for they have wholly followed the LORD.’

13“So the LORD’s anger was aroused against Israel, and He made them Rwander in the wilderness forty years, until all the generation that had done evil in the sight of the LORD was gone.

14“And look! You have risen in your fathers’ place, a brood of sinful men, to increase still more the Rfierce anger of the LORD against Israel.

15“For if you Rturn away from following Him, He will once again leave them in the wilderness, and you will destroy all these people.”

16Then they came near to him and said: “We will build sheepfolds here for our livestock, and cities for our little ones, 

17“but we ourselves will be armed, ready to go before the children of Israel until we have brought them to their place; and our little ones will dwell in the fortified cities because of the inhabitants of the land.

18R“We will not return to our homes until every one of the children of Israel has Treceived his inheritance.

19“For we will not inherit with them on the other side of the Jordan and beyond, Rbecause our inheritance has fallen to us on this eastern side of the Jordan.”

20Then RMoses said to them: “If you do this thing, if you arm yourselves before the LORD for the war, 

21“and all your armed men cross over the Jordan before the LORD until He has driven out His enemies from before Him, 

22“and Rthe land is subdued before the LORD, then afterward Ryou may return and be blameless before the LORD and before Israel; and this land shall be your possession before the LORD.

23“But if you do not do so, then take note, you have sinned against the LORD; and be sure Ryour sin will find you out.

24R“Build cities for your little ones and folds for your sheep, and do what has proceeded out of your mouth.”

25And the children of Gad and the children of Reuben spoke to Moses, saying: “Your servants will do as my lord commands.

26R“Our little ones, our wives, our flocks, and all our livestock will be there in the cities of Gilead;

27R“but your servants will cross over, every man armed for war, before the LORD to battle, just as my lord says.”

28So Moses gave command Rconcerning them to Eleazar the priest, to Joshua the son of Nun, and to the chief fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel.

29And Moses said to them: “If the children of Gad and the children of Reuben cross over the Jordan with you, every man armed for battle before the LORD, and the land is subdued before you, then you shall give them the land of Gilead as a possession.

30“But if they do not cross over armed with you, they shall have possessions among you in the land of Canaan.”

31Then the children of Gad and the children of Reuben answered, saying: “As the LORD has said to your servants, so we will do.

32“We will cross over armed before the LORD into the land of Canaan, but the possession of our inheritance shall remain with us on this side of the Jordan.”

33So RMoses gave to the children of Gad, to the children of Reuben, and to half the tribe of Manasseh the son of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites and the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, the land with its cities within the borders, the cities of the surrounding country.

34And the children of Gad built RDibon and Ataroth and Aroer, 

35Atroth and Shophan and RJazer and Jogbehah, 

36RBeth Nimrah and Beth Haran, fortified cities, and folds for sheep.

37And the children of Reuben built Heshbon and Elealeh and Kirjathaim, 

38Nebo and Baal Meon (their names being changed) and Shibmah; and they gave other names to the cities which they built.

39And the children of Machir the son of Manasseh went to Gilead and took it, and dispossessed the Amorites who were in it.

40So Moses gave Gilead to Machir the son of Manasseh, and he dwelt in it.

41Also RJair the son of Manasseh went and took its small towns, and called them RHavoth Jair.*

42Then Nobah went and took Kenath and its villages, and he called it Nobah, after his own name.




CHAPTER 33

From Egypt to Sinai

1These are the journeys of the children of Israel, who went out of the land of Egypt by their armies under the Rhand of Moses and Aaron.

2Now Moses wrote down the starting points of their journeys at the command of the LORD. And these are their journeys according to their starting points:

3They Rdeparted from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month; on the day after the Passover the children of Israel went out with boldness in the sight of all the Egyptians.

4For the Egyptians were burying all their firstborn, Rwhom the LORD had killed among them. Also Ron their gods the LORD had executed judgments.

5RThen the children of Israel moved from Rameses and camped at Succoth.

6They departed from RSuccoth and camped at Etham, which is on the edge of the wilderness.

7They moved from Etham and turned back to Pi Hahiroth, which is east of Baal Zephon; and they camped near Migdol.

8They departed from before Hahiroth* and Rpassed through the midst of the sea into the wilderness, went three days’ journey in the Wilderness of Etham, and camped at Marah.

9They moved from Marah and Rcame to Elim. At Elim were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees; so they camped there.

10They moved from Elim and camped by the Red Sea.

11They moved from the Red Sea and camped in the RWilderness of Sin.

12They journeyed from the Wilderness of Sin and camped at Dophkah.

13They departed from Dophkah and camped at Alush.

14They moved from Alush and camped at RRephidim, where there was no water for the people to drink.

15They departed from Rephidim and camped in the Wilderness of Sinai.

From Sinai to Kadesh

16They moved from the Wilderness of Sinai and camped at Kibroth Hattaavah.

17They departed from Kibroth Hattaavah and Rcamped at Hazeroth.

The Wilderness Wanderings

18They departed from Hazeroth and camped at RRithmah.

19They departed from Rithmah and camped at Rimmon Perez.

20They departed from Rimmon Perez and camped at Libnah.

21They moved from Libnah and camped at Rissah.

22They journeyed from Rissah and camped at Kehelathah.

23They went from Kehelathah and camped at Mount Shepher.

24They moved from Mount Shepher and camped at Haradah.

25They moved from Haradah and camped at Makheloth.

26They moved from Makheloth and camped at Tahath.

27They departed from Tahath and camped at Terah.

28They moved from Terah and camped at Mithkah.

29They went from Mithkah and camped at Hashmonah.

30They departed from Hashmonah and Rcamped at Moseroth.

31They departed from Moseroth and camped at Bene Jaakan.

32They moved from RBene Jaakan and camped at Hor Hagidgad.

33They went from Hor Hagidgad and camped at Jotbathah.

34They moved from Jotbathah and camped at Abronah.

35They departed from Abronah Rand camped at Ezion Geber.

36They moved from Ezion Geber and camped in the RWilderness of Zin, which is Kadesh.

From Kadesh to Moab

37They moved from RKadesh and camped at Mount Hor, on the boundary of the land of Edom.

38Then Aaron the priest went up to Mount Hor at the command of the LORD, and died there in the fortieth year after the children of Israel had come out of the land of Egypt, on the first day of the fifth month.

39Aaron was one hundred and twenty-three years old when he died on Mount Hor.

40Now Rthe king of Arad, the Canaanite, who dwelt in the South in the land of Canaan, heard of the coming of the children of Israel.

41So they departed from Mount Hor and camped at Zalmonah.

42They departed from Zalmonah and camped at Punon.

43They departed from Punon and Rcamped at Oboth.

44They departed from Oboth and camped at Ije Abarim, at the border of Moab.

45They departed from Ijim* and camped Rat Dibon Gad.

46They moved from Dibon Gad and camped at RAlmon Diblathaim.

47They moved from Almon Diblathaim Rand camped in the mountains of Abarim, before Nebo.

48They departed from the mountains of Abarim and camped in the plains of Moab by the Jordan, across from Jericho.

49They camped by the Jordan, from Beth Jesimoth as far as the RAbel Acacia Grove* in the plains of Moab.

Instructions for Conquering Canaan

50Now the LORD spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan, across from Jericho, saying, 

51“Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: R‘When you have crossed the Jordan into the land of Canaan, 

52R‘then you shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you, destroy all their engraved stones, destroy all their molded images, and demolish all their Thigh places;

53‘you shall dispossess the inhabitants of the land and dwell in it, for I have given you the land to Rpossess.

54‘And Ryou shall divide the land by lot as an inheritance among your families; to the larger you shall give a larger inheritance, and to the smaller you shall give a smaller inheritance; there everyone’s inheritance shall be whatever falls to him by lot. You shall inherit according to the tribes of your fathers.

55‘But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then it shall be that those whom you let remain shall be Rirritants in your eyes and thorns in your sides, and they shall harass you in the land where you dwell.

56‘Moreover it shall be that I will do to you as I thought to do to them.’”




CHAPTER 34

The South

1Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Command the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When you come into Rthe land of Canaan, this is the land that shall fall to you as an inheritance—the land of Canaan to its boundaries.

3‘Your southern border shall be from the Wilderness of Zin along the border of Edom; then your southern border shall extend eastward to the end of Rthe Salt Sea;

4‘your border shall turn from the southern side of Rthe Ascent of Akrabbim, continue to Zin, and be on the south of Kadesh Barnea; then it shall go on to Hazar Addar, and continue to Azmon;

5‘the border shall turn from Azmon Rto the Brook of Egypt, and it shall end at the Sea.

The West

6‘As for the Rwestern border, you shall have the Great Sea for a border; this shall be your western border.

The North

7‘And this shall be your northern border: From the Great Sea you shall mark out your border line to RMount Hor;

8‘from Mount Hor you shall mark out your border Rto the entrance of Hamath; then the direction of the border shall be toward RZedad;

9‘the border shall proceed to Ziphron, and it shall end at RHazar Enan. This shall be your northern border.

The East

10‘You shall mark out your eastern border from Hazar Enan to Shepham;

11‘the border shall go down from Shepham to Riblah on the east side of Ain; the border shall go down and reach to the eastern side of the Sea of Chinnereth;

12‘the border shall go down along the Jordan, and it shall end at Rthe Salt Sea. This shall be your land with its surrounding boundaries.’”

13Then Moses commanded the children of Israel, saying: R“This is the land which you shall inherit by lot, which the LORD has commanded to give to the nine tribes and to the half-tribe.

14“For the tribe of the children of Reuben according to the house of their fathers, and the tribe of the children of Gad according to the house of their fathers, have received their inheritance; and the half-tribe of Manasseh has received its inheritance.

15“The two tribes and the half-tribe have received their inheritance on this side of the Jordan, across from Jericho eastward, toward the sunrise.”

Officials for Dividing Canaan

16And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

17“These are the names of the men who shall divide the land among you as an inheritance: REleazar the priest and Joshua the son of Nun.

18“And you shall take one leader of every tribe to divide the land for the inheritance.

19“These are the names of the men: from the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh;

20“from the tribe of the children of Simeon, Shemuel the son of Ammihud;

21“from the tribe of Benjamin, Elidad the son of Chislon;

22“a leader from the tribe of the children of Dan, Bukki the son of Jogli;

23“from the sons of Joseph: a leader from the tribe of the children of Manasseh, Hanniel the son of Ephod, 

24“and a leader from the tribe of the children of Ephraim, Kemuel the son of Shiphtan;

25“a leader from the tribe of the children of Zebulun, Elizaphan the son of Parnach;

26“a leader from the tribe of the children of Issachar, Paltiel the son of Azzan;

27“a leader from the tribe of the children of Asher, Ahihud the son of Shelomi;

28“and a leader from the tribe of the children of Naphtali, Pedahel the son of Ammihud.”

29These are the ones the LORD commanded to divide the inheritance among the children of Israel in the land of Canaan.




CHAPTER 35

Cities for the Levites

1And the LORD spoke to Moses in Rthe plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho, saying:

2R“Command the children of Israel that they give the Levites cities to dwell in from the inheritance of their possession, and you shall also give the Levites common-land around the cities.

3“They shall have the cities to dwell in; and their common-land shall be for their cattle, for their herds, and for all their animals.

4“The common-land of the cities which you will give the Levites shall extend from the wall of the city outward a thousand cubits all around.

5“And you shall measure outside the city on the east side two thousand cubits, on the south side two thousand cubits, on the west side two thousand cubits, and on the north side two thousand cubits. The city shall be in the middle. This shall belong to them as common-land for the cities.

6“Now among the cities which you will give to the Levites you shall appoint Rsix cities of refuge, to which a manslayer may flee. And to these you shall add forty-two cities.

7“So all the cities you will give to the Levites shall be Rforty-eight; these you shall give with their common-land.

8“And the cities which you will give shall be Rfrom the possession of the children of Israel; Rfrom the larger tribe you shall give many, from the smaller you shall give few. Each shall give some of its cities to the Levites, in proportion to the inheritance that each receives.”

Cities of Refuge

9Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

10“Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: R‘When you cross the Jordan into the land of Canaan, 

11‘then Ryou shall appoint cities to be cities of refuge for you, that the manslayer who kills any person accidentally may flee there.

12R‘They shall be cities of refuge for you from the avenger, that the manslayer may not die until he stands before the congregation in judgment.

13‘And of the cities which you give, you shall have Rsix cities of refuge.

14R‘You shall appoint three cities on this side of the Jordan, and three cities you shall appoint in the land of Canaan, which will be cities of refuge.

15‘These six cities shall be for refuge for the children of Israel, Rfor the stranger, and for the sojourner among them, that anyone who kills a person accidentally may flee there.

16‘But if he strikes him with an iron implement, so that he dies, he is a murderer; the murderer shall surely be put to death.

17‘And if he strikes him with a stone in the hand, by which one could die, and he does die, he is a murderer; the murderer shall surely be put to death.

18‘Or if he strikes him with a wooden hand weapon, by which one could die, and he does die, he is a murderer; the murderer shall surely be put to death.

19R‘The avenger of blood himself shall put the murderer to death; when he meets him, he shall put him to death.

20R‘If he pushes him out of hatred or, Rwhile lying in wait, hurls something at him so that he dies, 

21‘or in enmity he strikes him with his hand so that he dies, the one who struck him shall surely be put to death. He is a murderer. The avenger of blood shall put the murderer to death when he meets him.

22‘However, if he pushes him suddenly Rwithout enmity, or throws anything at him without lying in wait, 

23‘or uses a stone, by which a man could die, throwing it at him without seeing him, so that he dies, while he was not his enemy or seeking his harm, 

24‘then the congregation shall judge between the manslayer and the avenger of blood according to these judgments.

25‘So the congregation shall deliver the manslayer from the hand of the avenger of blood, and the congregation shall return him to the city of refuge where he had fled, and Rhe shall remain there until the death of the high priest Rwho was anointed with the holy oil.

26‘But if the manslayer at any time goes outside the limits of the city of refuge where he fled, 

27‘and the avenger of blood finds him outside the limits of his city of refuge, and the avenger of blood kills the manslayer, he shall not be guilty of Tblood, 

28‘because he should have remained in his city of refuge until the death of the high priest. But after the death of the high priest the manslayer may return to the land of his possession.

29‘And these things shall be Ra statute of judgment to you throughout your generations in all your dwellings.

30‘Whoever kills a person, the murderer shall be put to death on the Rtestimony of witnesses; but one witness is not sufficient testimony against a person for the death penalty.

31‘Moreover you shall take no ransom for the life of a murderer who is guilty of death, but he shall surely be put to death.

32‘And you shall take no ransom for him who has fled to his city of refuge, that he may return to dwell in the land before the death of the priest.

33‘So you shall not pollute the land where you are; for blood Rdefiles the land, and no atonement can be made for the land, for the blood that is shed on it, except Rby the blood of him who shed it.

34‘Therefore Rdo not defile the land which you inhabit, in the midst of which I dwell; for RI the LORD dwell among the children of Israel.’”




CHAPTER 36

Special Problems of Inheritance in Canaan

1Now the chief fathers of the families of the Rchildren of Gilead the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of the sons of Joseph, came near and spoke before Moses and before the leaders, the chief fathers of the children of Israel.

2And they said: R“The LORD commanded my lord Moses to give the land as an inheritance by lot to the children of Israel, and my lord was commanded by the LORD to give the inheritance of our brother Zelophehad to his daughters.

3“Now if they are married to any of the sons of the other tribes of the children of Israel, then their inheritance will be Rtaken from the inheritance of our fathers, and it will be added to the inheritance of the tribe into which they marry; so it will be taken from the lot of our inheritance.

4“And when Rthe Jubilee of the children of Israel comes, then their inheritance will be added to the inheritance of the tribe into which they marry; so their inheritance will be taken away from the inheritance of the tribe of our fathers.”

5Then Moses commanded the children of Israel according to the word of the LORD, saying: R“What the tribe of the sons of Joseph speaks is right.

6“This is what the LORD commands concerning the daughters of Zelophehad, saying, ‘Let them marry whom they think best, Rbut they may marry only within the family of their father’s tribe.’

7“So the inheritance of the children of Israel shall not change hands from tribe to tribe, for every one of the children of Israel shall Rkeep the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers.

8“And Revery daughter who possesses an inheritance in any tribe of the children of Israel shall be the wife of one of the family of her father’s tribe, so that the children of Israel each may possess the inheritance of his fathers.

9“Thus no inheritance shall change hands from one tribe to another, but every tribe of the children of Israel shall keep its own inheritance.”

10Just as the LORD commanded Moses, so did the daughters of Zelophehad;

11Rfor Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, were married to the sons of their father’s brothers.

12They were married into the families of the children of Manasseh the son of Joseph, and their inheritance remained in the tribe of their father’s family.

13These are the commandments and the judgments which the LORD commanded the children of Israel by the hand of Moses Rin the plains of Moab by the Jordan, across from Jericho.
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The Fifth Book of Moses Called Deuteronomy
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THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY

Deuteronomy, Moses’ “Upper Desert Discourse, ” consists of a series of farewell messages by Israel’s 120-year-old leader. It is addressed to the new generation destined to possess the land of promise—those who survived the forty years of wilderness wandering.

Like Leviticus, Deuteronomy contains a vast amount of legal detail, but its emphasis is on the laymen rather than the priests. Moses reminds the new generation of the importance of obedience if they are to learn from the sad example of their parents.

The Hebrew title of Deuteronomy is Haddebharim, “The Words, ” taken from the opening phrase in 1:1, “These are the words.” The parting words of Moses to the new generation are given in oral and written form so that they will endure to all generations. Deuteronomy has been called “five-fifths of the Law” since it completes the five books of Moses. The Jewish people have also called it Mishneh Hattorah, “repetition of the Law, ” which is translated in the Septuagint as To Deuteronomion Touto, “This Second Law.” Deuteronomy, however, is not a second law but an adaptation and expansion of much of the original law given on Mount Sinai. The English title comes from the Greek title Deuteronomion, “Second Law.” Deuteronomy has also been appropriately called the “Book of Remembrance.”
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THE AUTHOR OF DEUTERONOMY

The Mosaic authorship of Deuteronomy has been vigorously attacked by critics who claim that Moses is only the originator of the tradition on which these laws are based. Some critics grant that part of Deuteronomy may have come from Mosaic times through oral tradition. The usual argument is that it was anonymously written not long before 621 B.C. and used by King Josiah to bring about his reform in that year (2 Kin. 22 and 23). There are several reasons why these arguments are not valid.

External Evidence: (1) The Old Testament attributes Deuteronomy and the rest of the Pentateuch to Moses (see Josh. 1:7; Judg. 3:4; 1 Kin. 2:3; 2 Kin. 14:6; Ezra 3:2; Neh. 1:7; Ps. 103:7; Dan. 9:11; Mal. 4:4). (2) Evidence from Joshua and 1 Samuel indicates that these laws existed in the form of codified written statutes and exerted an influence on the Israelites in Canaan. (3) Christ quotes it as God’s Word in turning back Satan’s three temptations (Matt. 4:4, 7, 10) and attributes it directly to Moses (Matt. 19:7–9; Mark 7:10; Luke 20:28; John 5:45–47). (4) Deuteronomy is cited more than eighty times in seventeen of the twenty-seven New Testament books. These citations support the Mosaic authorship (see Acts 3:22; Rom. 10:19). (5) Jewish and Samaritan traditions point to Moses.

Internal Evidence: (1) Deuteronomy includes about forty claims that Moses wrote it. Read Deuteronomy 31:24–26 (see also 1:1–5; 4:44–46; 29:1; 31:9). (2) Deuteronomy fits the time of Moses, not Josiah: Canaan is viewed from the outside; the Canaanite religion is seen as a future menace; it assumes the hearers remember Egypt and the wilderness; Israel is described as living in tents; and there is no evidence of a divided kingdom. (3) A serious problem of misrepresentation and literary forgery would arise if this book were written in the seventh century B.C. (4) Geographical and historical details indicate a firsthand knowledge. (5) Deuteronomy follows the treaty form used in the fifteenth and fourteenth centuries B.C. (6) Moses’ obituary in chapter 34 was probably written by Joshua.
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THE TIME OF DEUTERONOMY

Like Leviticus, Deuteronomy does not progress historically. It takes place entirely on the plains of Moab due east of Jericho and the Jordan River (1:1; 29:1; Josh. 1:2). It covers about one month: combine Deuteronomy 1:3 and 34:8 with Joshua 5:6–12. The book was written at the end of the forty-year period in the wilderness (c. 1405 B.C.) when the new generation was on the verge of entering Canaan. Moses wrote it to encourage the people to believe and obey God in order to receive God’s blessings.
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THE CHRIST OF DEUTERONOMY

The most obvious portrait of Christ is found in 18:15: “The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear” (see also 18:16–19; Acts 7:37). Moses is a type of Christ in many ways as he is the only biblical figure other than Christ to fill the three offices of prophet (34:10–12), priest (Ex. 32:31–35), and king (although Moses was not king, he functioned as ruler of Israel; 33:4, 5). Both are in danger of death during childhood; both are saviors, intercessors, and believers; and both are rejected by their brethren. Moses is one of the greatest men who ever lived, combining not just one or two memorable virtues but many.
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KEYS TO DEUTERONOMY

Key Word: Covenant—The primary theme of the entire Book of Deuteron-omy is the renewal of the covenant. Originally established at Mount Sinai, the covenant is enlarged and renewed on the plains of Moab.

Key Verses: Deuteronomy 10:12, 13; 30:19, 20—“And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments of the LORD and His statutes which I command you today for your good?” (10:12, 13).

“I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live; that you may love the LORD your God, that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and the length of your days; and that you may dwell in the land which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them” (30:19, 20).

Key Chapter: Deuteronomy 27—The formal ratification of the covenant occurs in Deuteronomy 27 as Moses, the priests, the Levites, and all of Israel “take heed and listen, O Israel: This day you have become the people of the LORD your God” (27:9).
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SURVEY OF DEUTERONOMY

Deuteronomy, in its broadest outline, is the record of the renewal of the old covenant given at Mount Sinai. This covenant is reviewed, expanded, enlarged, and finally ratified in the plains of Moab. Moses accomplishes this primarily through three sermons that move from a retrospective, to an introspective, and finally to a prospective look at God’s dealings with Israel.

Moses’ First Sermon (1:1–4:43): Moses reaches into the past to remind the people of two undeniable facts in their history: (1) the moral judgment of God upon Israel’s unbelief, and (2) the deliverance and provision of God during times of obedience. The simple lesson is that obedience brings blessing and disobedience brings punishment.

Moses’ Second Sermon (4:44–26:19): This moral and legal section is the longest in the book because Israel’s future as a nation in Canaan will depend upon a right relationship with God. These chapters review the three categories of the Law: (1) The testimonies (5–11). These are the moral duties—a restatement and expansion of the Ten Commandments plus an exhortation not to forget God’s gracious deliverance. (2) The statutes (12:1–16:17). These are the ceremonial duties—sacrifices, tithes, and feasts. (3) The ordinances (16:18–26:19). These are the civil (16:18–20:20) and social (21–26) duties—the system of justice, criminal laws, laws of warfare, rules of property, personal and family morality, and social justice.

Moses’ Third Sermon (27–34): In these chapters Moses writes history in advance. He predicts what will befall Israel in the near future (blessings and cursings) and in the distant future (dispersion among the nations and eventual return). Moses lists the terms of the covenant soon to be ratified by the people. Because Moses will not be allowed to enter the land, he appoints Joshua as his successor and delivers a farewell address to the multitude. God Himself buries Moses in an unknown place, perhaps to prevent idolatry. Moses finally enters the Promised Land when he appears with Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matt. 17:3). The last three verses of the Pentateuch (34:10–12) are an appropriate epitaph for this great man.
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OUTLINE OF DEUTERONOMY

Part One: Moses’ First Sermon: “What God Has Done for Israel” (1:1–4:43)

I. The Preamble of the Covenant … 1:1–5

II. The Review of God’s Acts for Israel … 1:6–4:43

A. From Mount Sinai to Kadesh … 1:6–18

B. At Kadesh … 1:19–46

C. From Kadesh to Moab … 2:1–23

1. “Do Not Meddle with Edom”2:1–8

2. “Do Not Harass Moab”2:9–15

3. “Do Not Harass Ammon”2:16–23

D. Conquest of East Jordan … 2:24–3:29

1. The Conquest of Sihon … 2:24–37

2. The Conquest of Og … 3:1–11

3. Land Is Granted to Two-and-a-Half Tribes … 3:12–20

E. Transition of Leadership … 3:21–29

F. Summary of the Covenant … 4:1–43

Part Two: Moses’ Second Sermon: “What God Expects of Israel” (4:44–26:19)

I. The Introduction to the Law of God … 4:44–49

II. The Exposition of the Decalogue … 5:1–11:32

A. The Covenant of the Great King … 5:1–33

1. Setting of the Covenant … 5:1–5

2. Commandments of the Covenant … 5:6–21

3. Response of Israel … 5:22–27

4. Response of God … 5:28–33

B. The Command to Teach the Law … 6:1–25

C. The Command to Conquer Canaan … 7:1–26

D. The Command to Remember the Lord … 8:1–20

E. The Commands About Self-Righteousness … 9:1–10:11

1. Moses Rehearses Israel’s Rebellion … 9:1–29

2. Moses Rehearses God’s Mercy … 10:1–11

F. The Commands Regarding Blessings and Cursings … 10:12–11:32

1. Love God … 10:12–22

2. Study and Obey the Commands … 11:1–21

3. Victory Depends upon Obedience … 11:22–32

III. The Exposition of the Additional Laws … 12:1–26:19

A. The Exposition of the Ceremonial Laws … 12:1–16:17

1. Law of the Central Sanctuary … 12:1–28

2. Law of Idolatry … 12:29–13:18

3. Law of Food … 14:1–21

4. Law of the Tithes … 14:22–29

5. Law of the Debts … 15:1–11

6. Law of the Slaves … 15:12–18

7. Law of the Firstborn … 15:19–23

8. Law of the Feasts … 16:1–17

B. The Exposition of the Civil Laws … 16:18–20:20

1. Law of the Administration of the Judges … 16:18–17:13

2. Law of the Administration of the King … 17:14–20

3. Law of the Administration of the Priest and Prophet … 18:1–22

4. Cities of Refuge … 19:1–14

5. Law of Witnesses … 19:15–21

6. Law of Warfare … 20:1–20

C. The Exposition of the Social Laws … 21:1–26:19

1. Law of Unknown Murder … 21:1–9

2. Law of the Family … 21:10–22:30

3. Law of Acceptance into the Congregation … 23:1–23

4. Laws for Harmony in the Nation … 23:24–25:19

5. Law of the Tithe … 26:1–15

6. Vow of Israel and of God … 26:16–19

Part Three: Moses’ Third Sermon: “What God Will Do for Israel” (27:1–34:12)

I. The Ratification of the Covenant in Canaan … 27:1–28:68

A. Erection of the Altar … 27:1–8

B. Admonition to Obey the Law … 27:9, 10

C. Proclamation of the Curses … 27:11–26

D. Warnings of the Covenant … 28:1–68

1. Promised Blessings for Obedience … 28:1–14

2. Promised Curses for Disobedience … 28:15–68

II. The Institution of the Palestinian Covenant … 29:1–30:20

A. The Covenant Is Based on the Power of God … 29:1–9

B. Parties of the Covenant … 29:10–15

C. Warnings of the Covenant … 29:16–30:10

1. Scattering of Israel … 29:16–29

2. Restoration of Israel … 30:1–10

D. Ratification of the Palestinian Covenant … 30:11–20

III. The Transition of the Covenant Mediator … 31:1–34:12

A. Moses Charges Joshua and Israel … 31:1–13

B. God Charges Israel … 31:14–21

C. The Book of the Law Is Deposited … 31:22–30

D. The Song of Moses … 32:1–47

E. The Death of Moses … 32:48–34:12

1. Moses Is Ordered to Mount Nebo … 32:48–52

2. Moses Blesses the Tribes … 33:1–29

3. Moses Views the Promised Land … 34:1–4

4. Moses Dies and Is Mourned … 34:5–8

5. Moses Is Replaced by Joshua … 34:9

6. Moses Is Extolled in Israel … 34:10–12




CHAPTER 1

The Preamble of the Covenant

1These are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel Ron this side of the Jordan in the wilderness, in the plain* opposite Suph, * between Paran, Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Dizahab.

2It is eleven days’ journey from Horeb by way of Mount Seir to Kadesh Barnea.

3Now it came to pass in the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first day of the month, that Moses spoke to the children of Israel according to all that the LORD had given him as commandments to them, 

4Rafter he had killed Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon, and Og king of Bashan, who dwelt at Ashtaroth Rin* Edrei.

5On this side of the Jordan in the land of Moab, Moses began to explain this law, saying, 

From Mount Sinai to Kadesh—Ex. 18:18–26

6“The LORD our God spoke to us Rin Horeb, saying: ‘You have dwelt long Renough at this mountain.

7‘Turn and take your journey, and go to the mountains of the Amorites, to all the neighboring places in the plain, * in the mountains and in the lowland, in the South and on the seacoast, to the land of the Canaanites and to Lebanon, as far as the great river, the River Euphrates.

8‘See, I have set the land before you; go in and possess the land which the LORD Tswore to your fathers—to RAbraham, Isaac, and Jacob—to give to them and their descendants after them.’

9“And I spoke to you at that time, saying: ‘I alone am not able to bear you.

10‘The LORD your God has multiplied you, Rand here you are today, as the stars of heaven in multitude.

11R‘May the LORD God of your fathers make you a thousand times more numerous than you are, and bless you Ras He has promised you!

12‘How can I alone bear your problems and your burdens and your complaints?

13‘Choose wise, understanding, and knowledgeable men from among your tribes, and I will make them heads over you.’

14“And you answered me and said, ‘The thing which you have told us to do is good.’

15“So I took Rthe heads of your tribes, wise and knowledgeable men, and made them heads over you, leaders of thousands, leaders of hundreds, leaders of fifties, leaders of tens, and officers for your tribes.

16“Then I commanded your judges at that time, saying, ‘Hear the cases between your brethren, and Rjudge righteously between a man and his Rbrother or the stranger who is with him.

17R‘You shall not show partiality in judgment; you shall hear the small as well as the great; you shall not be afraid in any man’s presence, for Rthe judgment is God’s. The case that is too hard for you, bring to me, and I will hear it.’

18“And I commanded you at that time all the things which you should do.

At Kadesh—Num. 13:1–14:45

19“So we departed from Horeb, and went through all that great and terrible wilderness which you saw on the way to the mountains of the Amorites, as the LORD our God had commanded us. Then Rwe came to Kadesh Barnea.

20“And I said to you, ‘You have come to the mountains of the Amorites, which the LORD our God is giving us.

21‘Look, the LORD your God has set the land before you; go up and possess it, as the LORD God of your fathers has spoken to you; Rdo not fear or be discouraged.’

22“And every one of you came near to me and said, ‘Let us send men before us, and let them search out the land for us, and bring back word to us of the way by which we should go up, and of the cities into which we shall come.’

23“The plan pleased me well; so RI took twelve of your men, one man from each tribe.

24R“And they departed and went up into the mountains, and came to the Valley of Eshcol, and spied it out.

25“They also took some of the fruit of the land in their hands and brought it down to us; and they brought back word to us, saying, ‘It is a Rgood land which the LORD our God is giving us.’

26R“Nevertheless you would not go up, but rebelled against the command of the LORD your God;

27“and you Rcomplained in your tents, and said, ‘Because the LORD Rhates us, He has brought us out of the land of Egypt to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us.

28‘Where can we go up? Our brethren have discouraged our hearts, saying, R“The people are greater and taller than we; the cities are great and fortified up to heaven; moreover we have seen the sons of the RAnakim there.”’

29“Then I said to you, ‘Do not be terrified, Ror afraid of them.

30‘The LORD your God, who goes before you, He will fight for you, according to all He did for you in Egypt before your eyes, 

31‘and in the wilderness where you saw how the LORD your God carried you, as a Rman carries his son, in all the way that you went until you came to this place.’

32“Yet, for all that, Ryou did not believe the LORD your God, 

33“who went in the way before you to search out a place for you to pitch your tents, to show you the way you should go, in the fire by night and in the cloud by day.

34“And the LORD heard the sound of your words, and was angry, Rand took an oath, saying, 

35‘Surely not one of these men of this evil generation shall see that good land of which I Tswore to give to your fathers, 

36R‘except Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to him and his children I am giving the land on which he walked, because he wholly followed the LORD.’

37R“The LORD was also angry with me for your sakes, saying, ‘Even you shall not go in there.

38‘Joshua the son of Nun, who stands before you, he shall go in there. Encourage him, for he shall cause Israel to inherit it.

39‘Moreover your little ones and your children, who you say will be victims, who today Rhave no knowledge of good and evil, they shall go in there; to them I will give it, and they shall possess it.

40R‘But as for you, turn and take your journey into the wilderness by the Way of the Red Sea.’

41“Then you answered and said to me, ‘We have sinned against the LORD; we will go up and fight, just as the LORD our God commanded us.’ And when everyone of you had girded on his weapons of war, you were ready to go up into the mountain.

42“And the LORD said to me, ‘Tell them, R“Do not go up nor fight, for I am not among you; lest you be defeated before your enemies.”’

43“So I spoke to you; yet you would not listen, but Rrebelled against the command of the LORD, and Rpresumptuously went up into the mountain.

44“And the Amorites who dwelt in that mountain came out against you and chased you Ras bees do, and drove you back from Seir to Hormah.

45“Then you returned and wept before the LORD, but the LORD would not listen to your voice nor give ear to you.

46R“So you remained in Kadesh many days, according to the days that you spent there.




CHAPTER 2

“Do Not Meddle with Edom”—Num. 21:4

1“Then we turned and journeyed into the wilderness of the Way of the Red Sea, Ras the LORD spoke to me, and we skirted Mount Seir for many days.

2“And the LORD spoke to me, saying:

3‘You have skirted this mountain Rlong enough; turn northward.

4‘And command the people, saying, “You are about to pass through the territory of your brethren, the descendants of Esau, who live in Seir; and they will be afraid of you. Therefore watch yourselves carefully.

5“Do not meddle with them, for I will not give you any of their land, no, not so much as one footstep, Rbecause I have given Mount Seir to Esau as a possession.

6“You shall buy food from them with money, that you may eat; and you shall also buy water from them with money, that you may drink.

7“For the LORD your God has blessed you in all the work of your hand. He knows your trudging through this great wilderness. These forty years the LORD your God has been with you; you have lacked nothing.”’

8“And when we passed beyond our brethren, the descendants of Esau who dwell in Seir, away from the road of the plain, away from RElath and Ezion Geber, we Rturned and passed by way of the Wilderness of Moab.

“Do Not Harass Moab”

9“Then the LORD said to me, ‘Do not harass Moab, nor contend with them in battle, for I will not give you any of their land as a possession, because I have given Ar to the descendants of Lot as a possession.’”

10R(The Emim had dwelt there in times past, a people as great and numerous and tall as Rthe Anakim.

11They were also regarded as giants, * like the Anakim, but the Moabites call them Emim.





12RThe Horites formerly dwelt in Seir, but the descendants of Esau dispossessed them and destroyed them from before them, and dwelt in their Tplace, just as Israel did to the land of their possession which the LORD gave them.)

13“‘Now rise and cross over Rthe TValley of the Zered.’ So we crossed over the Valley of the Zered.

14“And the time we took to come from Kadesh Barnea until we crossed over the Valley of the Zered was thirty-eight years, until all the generation of the men of war was consumed from the midst of the camp, just as the LORD had sworn to them.

15“For indeed the hand of the LORD was against them, to destroy them from the midst of the camp until they Twere consumed.

“Do Not Harass Ammon”

16“So it was, when all the men of war had finally perished from among the people, 

17“that the LORD spoke to me, saying:

18‘This day you are to cross over at Ar, the boundary of Moab.

19‘And when you come near the people of Ammon, do not harass them or meddle with them, for I will not give you any of the land of the people of Ammon as a possession, because I have given it to Rthe descendants of Lot as a possession.’”

20(That was also regarded as a land of giants;* giants formerly dwelt there. But the Ammonites call them Zamzummim, 

21Ra people as great and numerous and tall as the Anakim. But the LORD destroyed them before them, and they dispossessed them and dwelt in their place, 

22just as He had done for the descendants of Esau, Rwho dwelt in Seir, when He destroyed Rthe Horites from before them. They dispossessed them and dwelt in their place, even to this day.

23And Rthe Avim, who dwelt in villages as far as Gaza—Rthe Caphtorim, who came from Caphtor, destroyed them and dwelt in their place.)

The Conquest of Sihon—Num. 21:21–25

24“‘Rise, take your journey, and Rcross over the River Arnon. Look, I have given into your hand RSihon the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his land. Begin to possess it, and engage him in battle.

25R‘This day I will begin to put the dread and fear of you upon the nations under the whole heaven, who shall hear the report of you, and shall Rtremble and be in anguish because of you.’

26“And I sent messengers from the Wilderness of Kedemoth to Sihon king of Heshbon, with words of peace, saying, 

27R‘Let me pass through your land; I will keep strictly to the road, and I will turn neither to the right nor to the left.

28‘You shall sell me food for money, that I may eat, and give me water for money, that I may drink; Ronly let me pass through on foot, 

29‘just as the descendants of Esau who dwell in Seir and the Moabites who dwell in Ar did for me, until I cross the Jordan to the land which the LORD our God is giving us.’

30“But Sihon king of Heshbon would not let us pass through, for the LORD your God Rhardened his spirit and made his heart obstinate, that He might deliver him into your hand, as it is this day.

31“And the LORD said to me, ‘See, I have begun to Rgive Sihon and his land over to you. Begin to possess it, that you may inherit his land.’

32R“Then Sihon and all his people came out against us to fight at Jahaz.

33“And Rthe LORD our God delivered him over to us; so Rwe defeated him, his sons, and all his people.

34“We took all his cities at that time, and we Rutterly destroyed the men, women, and little ones of every city; we left none remaining.

35“We took only the livestock as plunder for ourselves, with the spoil of the cities which we took.

36R“From Aroer, which is on the bank of the River Arnon, and from the city that is in the ravine, as far as Gilead, there was not one city too strong for us; Rthe LORD our God delivered all to us.

37“Only you did not go near the land of the people of Ammon—anywhere along the River RJabbok, or to the cities of the mountains, or Rwherever the LORD our God had forbidden us.




CHAPTER 3

The Conquest of Og—Num. 21:33–35

1“Then we turned and went up the road to Bashan; and ROg king of Bashan came out against us, he and all his people, to battle Rat Edrei.

2“And the LORD said to me, ‘Do not fear him, for I have delivered him and all his people and his land into your hand; you shall do to him as you did to Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt at Heshbon.’

3“So the LORD our God also delivered into our hands Og king of Bashan, with all his people, and we Tattacked him until he had no survivors remaining.

4“And we took all his cities at that time; there was not a city which we did not take from them: sixty cities, all the region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan.

5“All these cities were fortified with high walls, gates, and bars, besides a great many rural towns.

6“And we utterly destroyed them, as we did to Sihon king Rof Heshbon, utterly destroying the men, women, and children of every city.

7“But all the livestock and the spoil of the cities we took as booty for ourselves.

8“And at that time we took the land from the hand of the two kings of the Amorites who were on this side of the Jordan, from the River Arnon to Mount Hermon

9“(the Sidonians call RHermon Sirion, and the Amorites call it Senir), 

10“all the cities of the plain, all Gilead, and all Bashan, as far as Salcah and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan.

11R“For only Og king of Bashan remained of the remnant of the giants.* Indeed his bedstead was an iron bedstead. (Is it not in Rabbah of the people of Ammon?) Nine cubits is its length and four cubits its width, according to the standard cubit.

Land Is Granted to Two and a Half Tribes Num. 32:25–41

12“And this Rland, which we possessed at that time, Rfrom Aroer, which is by the River Arnon, and half the mountains of Gilead and Rits cities, I gave to the Reubenites and the Gadites.

13“The rest of Gilead, and all Bashan, the kingdom of Og, I gave to half the tribe of Manasseh. (All the region of Argob, with all Bashan, was called the land of the giants.*

14R“Jair the son of Manasseh took all the region of Argob, Ras far as the border of the Geshurites and the Maachathites, and called Bashan after his own name, Havoth Jair, * to this day.)

15“Also I gave Gilead to Machir.

16“And to the Reubenites Rand the Gadites I gave from Gilead as far as the River Arnon, the middle of the river as the border, as far as the River Jabbok, Rthe border of the people of Ammon;

17“the plain also, with the Jordan as the border, from Chinnereth Ras far as the east side of the Sea of the Arabah (the Salt Sea), below the slopes of Pisgah.

18“Then I commanded you at that time, saying: ‘The LORD your God has given you this land to possess. RAll you men of valor shall cross over armed before your brethren, the children of Israel.

19‘But your wives, your little ones, and your livestock (I know that you have much livestock) shall stay in your cities which I have given you, 

20‘until the LORD has given Rrest to your brethren as to you, and they also possess the land which the LORD your God is giving them beyond the Jordan. Then each of you may Rreturn to his possession which I have given you.’

Transition of Leadership

21“And I commanded Joshua at that time, saying, ‘Your eyes have seen all that the LORD your God has done to these two kings; so will the LORD do to all the kingdoms through which you pass.

22‘You must not fear them, for Rthe LORD your God Himself fights for you.’

23“Then RI pleaded with the LORD at that time, saying:

24‘O Lord GOD, You have begun to show Your servant Your greatness and Your Tmighty hand, for what god is there in heaven or on earth who can do anything like Your works and Your mighty deeds?

25‘I pray, let me cross over and see Rthe good land beyond the Jordan, those pleasant mountains, and Lebanon.’

26“But the LORD Rwas angry with me on your account, and would not listen to me. So the LORD said to me: ‘Enough of that! Speak no more to Me of this matter.

27R‘Go up to the top of Pisgah, and lift your eyes toward the west, the north, the south, and the east; behold it with your eyes, for you shall not cross over this Jordan.

28‘But command Joshua, and encourage him and strengthen him; for he shall go over before this people, and he shall cause them to inherit the land which you will see.’

29“So we stayed in Rthe valley opposite Beth Peor.




CHAPTER 4

Summary of the Covenant

1“Now, O Israel, listen to Rthe statutes and the judgments which I teach you to observe, that you may live, and go in and possess the land which the LORD God of your fathers is giving you.

2R“You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.

3“Your eyes have seen what the LORD did at RBaal Peor; for the LORD your God has destroyed from among you all the men who followed Baal of Peor.

4“But you who held fast to the LORD your God are alive today, every one of you.

5“Surely I have taught you statutes and judgments, just as the LORD my God commanded me, that you should act according to them in the land which you go to possess.

6“Therefore be careful to observe them; for this is Ryour wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes, and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’

7“For Rwhat great nation is there that has RGodT so near to it, as the LORD our God is to us, for whatever reason we may call upon Him?

8“And what great nation is there that has such statutes and righteous judgments as are in all this law which I set before you this day?

9“Only take heed to yourself, and diligently Rkeep yourself, lest you Rforget the things your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. And teach them to your children and your grandchildren, 

10“especially concerning Rthe day you stood before the LORD your God in Horeb, when the LORD said to me, ‘Gather the people to Me, and I will let them hear My words, that they may learn to fear Me all the days they live on the earth, and that they may teach their children.’

11“Then you came near and stood at the foot of the mountain, and the mountain burned with fire to the midst of heaven, with darkness, cloud, and thick darkness.

12R“And the LORD spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You heard the sound of the words, but saw no Tform; Ryou only heard a voice.

13“So He declared to you His covenant which He commanded you to perform, the Ten Commandments; and RHe wrote them on two tablets of stone. 

14“And Rthe LORD commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and judgments, that you might observe them in the land which you cross over to possess.

15“Take careful heed to yourselves, for you saw no form when the LORD spoke to you at Horeb out of the midst of the fire, 

16“lest you act corruptly and make for yourselves a carved image in the form of any figure: the likeness of male or female, 

17“the likeness of any animal that is on the earth or the likeness of any winged bird that flies in the air, 

18“the likeness of anything that creeps on the ground or the likeness of any fish that is in the water beneath the earth.

19“And take heed, lest you Rlift your eyes to heaven, and when you see the sun, the moon, and the stars, Rall the host of heaven, you feel driven to Rworship them and serve them, which the LORD your God has given to all the peoples under the whole heaven as a heritage.

20“But THE LORD has taken you and Rbrought you out of the iron furnace, out of Egypt, to be RHis people, an inheritance, as you are this day.

21“Furthermore the LORD was angry with me for your sakes, and swore that I would not cross over the Jordan, and that I would not enter the good land which the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance.

22“But I must die in this land, I must not cross over the Jordan; but you shall cross over and possess that good land.

23“Take heed to yourselves, lest you forget the covenant of the LORD your God which He made with you, and make for yourselves a carved image in the form of anything which the LORD your God has forbidden you.

24“For Rthe LORD your God is a consuming fire, Ra jealous God.

25“When you beget children and grandchildren and have grown old in the land, and act corruptly and make a carved image in the form of anything, and Rdo evil in the sight of the LORD your God to provoke Him to anger, 

26R“I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that you will soon utterly perish from the land which you cross over the Jordan to possess; you will not Tprolong your days in it, but will be utterly destroyed.

27“And the LORD Rwill scatter you among the peoples, and you will be left few in number among the nations where the LORD will drive you.

28“And Rthere you will serve gods, the work of men’s hands, wood and stone, Rwhich neither see nor hear nor eat nor smell.

29R“But from there you will seek the LORD your God, and you will find Him if you seek Him with all your heart and with all your soul.

30“When you are in Tdistress, and all these things come upon you in the Rlatter days, when you Rturn to the LORD your God and obey His voice

31“(for the LORD your God is a merciful God), He will not forsake you nor Rdestroy you, nor forget the covenant of your fathers which He swore to them.

32“For ask now concerning the days that are past, which were before you, since the day that God created man on the earth, and ask from one end of heaven to the other, whether any great thing like this has happened, or anything like it has been heard.

33R“Did any people ever hear the voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as you have heard, and live?

34“Or did God ever try to go and take for Himself a nation from the midst of another nation, Rby trials, Rby signs, by wonders, by war, Rby a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, and by great terrors, according to all that the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes?

35“To you it was shown, that you might know that the LORD Himself is God; Rthere is none other besides Him.

36“Out of heaven He let you hear His voice, that He might instruct you; on earth He showed you His great fire, and you heard His words out of the midst of the fire.

37“And because He loved your fathers, therefore He chose their descendants after them; and He brought you out of Egypt with His Presence, with His mighty power, 

38R“driving out from before you nations greater and mightier than you, to bring you in, to give you their land as an inheritance, as it is this day.

39“Therefore know this day, and consider it in your heart, that Rthe LORD Himself is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other.

40“You shall therefore keep His statutes and His commandments which I command you today, that it may go well with you and with your children after you, and that you may prolong your days in the land which the LORD your God is giving you for all time.”

41Then Moses Rset apart three cities on this side of the Jordan, toward the rising of the sun, 

42that the manslayer might flee there, who kills his neighbor unintentionally, without having hated him in time past, and that by fleeing to one of these cities he might live:

43RBezer in the wilderness on the plateau for the Reubenites, Ramoth in Gilead for the Gadites, and Golan in Bashan for the Manassites.

The Introduction to the Law of God

44Now this is the law which Moses set before the children of Israel.

45These are the testimonies, the statutes, and the judgments which Moses spoke to the children of Israel after they came out of Egypt, 

46on this side of the Jordan, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, in the land of Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt at Heshbon, whom Moses and the children of Israel defeatedT after they came out of Egypt.

47And they took possession of his land and the land of Og king of Bashan, two kings of the Amorites, who were on this side of the Jordan, toward the rising of the sun, 

48Rfrom Aroer, which is on the bank of the River Arnon, even to Mount Sion* (that is, RHermon), 

49and all the plain on the east side of the Jordan as far as the Sea of the Arabah, below the Rslopes of Pisgah.




CHAPTER 5

Setting of the Covenant

1And Moses called all Israel, and said to them: “Hear, O Israel, the statutes and judgments which I speak in your hearing today, that you may learn them and be careful to observe them.

2R“The LORD our God made a covenant with us in Horeb.

3“The LORD Rdid not make this covenant with our fathers, but with us, those who are here today, all of us who are alive.

4“The LORD talked with you face to face on the mountain from the midst of the fire.

5R“I stood between the LORD and you at that time, to declare to you the word of the LORD; for Ryou were afraid because of the fire, and you did not go up the mountain. He said:

Commandments of the Covenant

6R‘I am the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

7R‘You shall have no other gods Tbefore Me.

8‘You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth;

9you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, 

10Rbut showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.

11R‘You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.

12RObserve the Sabbath day, to Tkeep it holy, as the LORD your God commanded you.

13RSix days you shall labor and do all your work, 

14but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your ox, nor your donkey, nor any of your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates, that your male servant and your female servant may rest as well as you.

15RAnd remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God brought you out from there by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm; therefore the LORD your God commanded you to keep the Sabbath day.

16R‘Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you, Rthat your days may be long, and that it may be well with you in the land which the LORD your God is giving you.

17R‘You shall not murder.

18‘You shall not commit adultery.

19R‘You shall not steal.

20R‘You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

21R‘You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife; and you shall not desire your neighbor’s house, his field, his male servant, his female servant, his ox, his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.’

Response of Israel

22“These words the LORD spoke to all your assembly, in the mountain from the midst of the fire, the cloud, and the thick darkness, with a loud voice; and He added no more. And RHe wrote them on two tablets of stone and gave them to me.

23R“So it was, when you heard the voice from the midst of the darkness, while the mountain was burning with fire, that you came near to me, all the heads of your tribes and your elders.

24“And you said: ‘Surely the LORD our God has shown us His glory and His greatness, and we have heard His voice from the midst of the fire. We have seen this day that God speaks with man; yet he still lives.

25‘Now therefore, why should we die? For this great fire will consume us; Rif we hear the voice of the LORD our God anymore, then we shall die.

26R‘For who is there of all flesh who has heard the voice of the living God speaking from the midst of the fire, as we have, and lived?

27‘You go near and hear all that the LORD our God may say, and Rtell us all that the LORD our God says to you, and we will hear and do it.’

Response of God

28“Then the LORD heard the voice of your words when you spoke to me, and the LORD said to me: ‘I have heard the voice of the words of this people which they have spoken to you. RThey are right in all that they have spoken.

29R‘Oh, that they had such a heart in them that they would fear Me and Ralways keep all My commandments, Rthat it might be well with them and with their children forever!

30‘Go and say to them, “Return to your tents.”

31‘But as for you, stand here by Me, and I will speak to you all the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments which you shall teach them, that they may observe them in the land which I am giving them to possess.’

32“Therefore you shall Tbe careful to do as the LORD your God has commanded you; Ryou shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left.

33“You shall walk in all the ways which the LORD your God has commanded you, that you may live and that it may be well with you, and that you may prolong your days in the land which you shall possess.




CHAPTER 6

The Command to Teach the Law

1“Now this is the commandment, and these are the statutes and judgments which the LORD your God has commanded to teach you, that you may observe them in the land which you are crossing over to possess, 

2“that you may fear the LORD your God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments which I command you, you and your son and your grandson, all the days of your life, and that your days may be prolonged.

3“Therefore hear, O Israel, and be careful to observe it, that it may be well with you, and that you may multiply greatly as the LORD God of your fathers has promised you—‘a land flowing with milk and honey.’*

4R“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one!*

5R“You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, Rwith all your soul, and with all your strength.

6“And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart.

7“You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.

8R“You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.

9“You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

10“So it shall be, when the LORD your God brings you into the land of which He swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give you large and beautiful cities Rwhich you did not build, 

11“houses full of all good things, which you did not fill, hewn-out wells which you did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant—Rwhen you have eaten and are full—

12“then beware, lest you forget the RLORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.

13“You shall Rfear the LORD your God and serve Him, and Rshall take oaths in His name.

14“You shall not go after other gods, the gods of the peoples who are all around you

15“(for the LORD your God is a jealous God among you), lest the anger of the LORD your God be aroused against you and destroy you from the face of the earth.

16“You shall not Ttempt the LORD your God as you tempted Him in Massah.

17“You shall Rdiligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God, His testimonies, and His statutes which He has commanded you.

18“And you Rshall do what is right and good in the sight of the LORD, that it may be well with you, and that you may go in and possess the good land of which the LORD swore to your fathers, 

19“to cast out all your enemies from before you, as the LORD has spoken.

20R“When your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What is the meaning of the testimonies, the statutes, and the judgments which the LORD our God has commanded you?’

21“then you shall say to your son: ‘We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, and the LORD brought us out of Egypt Rwith a mighty hand;

22‘and the LORD showed signs and wonders before our eyes, great and severe, against Egypt, Pharaoh, and all his household.

23‘Then He brought us out from there, that He might bring us in, to give us the land of which He swore to our fathers.

24‘And the LORD commanded us to observe all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our good always, that He might preserve us alive, as it is this day.

25‘Then Rit will be righteousness for us, if we are careful to observe all these commandments before the LORD our God, as He has commanded us.’




CHAPTER 7

The Command to Conquer Canaan

1“When the LORD your God brings you into the land which you go to possess, and has cast out many nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier than you, 

2“and when the LORD your God delivers Rthem over to you, you shall conquer them and utterly destroy them. RYou shall make no covenant with them nor show mercy to them.

3R“Nor shall you make marriages with them. You shall not give your daughter to their son, nor take their daughter for your son.

4“For they will turn your sons away from following Me, to serve other gods; Rso the anger of the LORD will be aroused against you and destroy you suddenly.

5“But thus you shall deal with them: you shall Rdestroy their altars, and break down their sacred pillars, and cut down their wooden images, * and burn their carved images with fire.

6“For you are a Tholy people to the LORD your God; Rthe LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples on the face of the earth.

7“The LORD did not set His Rlove on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any other people, for you were the least of all peoples;

8“but Rbecause the LORD loves you, and because He would keep the oath which He swore to your fathers, the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.

9“Therefore know that the LORD your God, He is God, Rthe faithful God Rwho keeps covenant and mercy for a thousand generations with those who love Him and keep His commandments;

10“and He repays those who hate Him to their face, to destroy them. He will not Tbe Rslack with him who hates Him; He will repay him to his face.

11“Therefore you shall keep the commandment, the statutes, and the judgments which I command you today, to observe them.

12“Then it shall come to pass, because you listen to these judgments, and keep and do them, that the LORD your God will keep with you the covenant and the mercy which He swore to your fathers.

13“And He will love you and bless you and multiply you; He will also bless the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your land, your grain and your new wine and your oil, the increase of your cattle and the offspring of your flock, in the land of which He swore to your fathers to give you.

14“You shall be blessed above all peoples; there shall not be a male or female barren among you or among your livestock.

15“And the LORD will take away from you all sickness, and will afflict you with none of the Rterrible diseases of Egypt which you have known, but will lay them on all those who hate you.

16“Also you shall Tdestroy all the peoples whom the LORD your God delivers over to you; your eye shall have no pity on them; nor shall you serve their gods, for that will be a Rsnare to you.

17“If you should say in your heart, ‘These nations are greater than I; how can I dispossess them?’—

18“you shall not be afraid of them, but you shall remember well what the LORD your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt:

19R“the great trials which your eyes saw, the signs and the wonders, the mighty hand and the outstretched arm, by which the LORD your God brought you out. So shall the LORD your God do to all the peoples of whom you are afraid.

20R“Moreover the LORD your God will send the hornet among them until those who are left, who hide themselves from you, are destroyed.

21“You shall not be terrified of them; for the LORD your God, the great and awesome God, is among you.

22“And the LORD your God will drive out those nations before you Rlittle by little; you will be unable to Tdestroy them at once, lest the beasts of the field become too numerous for you.

23“But the LORD your God will deliver them over to you, and will inflict defeat upon them until they are destroyed.

24“And RHe will deliver their kings into your hand, and you will destroy their name from under heaven; Rno one shall be able to stand Tagainst you until you have destroyed them.

25“You shall burn the carved images of their gods with fire; you shall not covet the silver or gold that is on them, nor take it for yourselves, lest you be snared by it; for it is an abomination to the LORD your God.

26“Nor shall you bring an abomination into your house, lest you be doomed to destruction like it. You shall utterly detest it and utterly abhor it, Rfor it is an Taccursed thing.




CHAPTER 8

The Command to Remember the Lord

1“Every commandment which I command you today Ryou must be careful to observe, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land of which the LORD swore to your fathers.

2“And you shall remember that the LORD your God Rled you all the way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and Rtest you, Rto know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not.

3“So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and Rfed you with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He might make you know that man shall Rnot live by bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the LORD.

4R“Your garments did not wear out on you, nor did your foot swell these forty years.

5R“You should Tknow in your heart that as a man chastens his son, so the LORD your God chastens you.

6“Therefore you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God, Rto walk in His ways and to fear Him.

7“For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, Ra land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, that flow out of valleys and hills;

8“a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey;

9“a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing; a land whose stones are iron and out of whose hills you can dig copper.

10“When you have eaten and are full, then you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land which He has given you.

11“Beware that you do not forget the LORD your God by not keeping His commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which I command you today, 

12R“lest—when you have eaten and are Tfull, and have built beautiful houses and dwell in them;

13“and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and your gold are Tmultiplied, and all that you have is multiplied;

14R“when your heart Tis lifted up, and you Rforget the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage;

15“who Rled you through that great and terrible wilderness, in which were fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty land where there was no water; who brought water for you out of the flinty rock;

16“who fed you in the wilderness with manna, which your fathers did not know, that He might humble you and that He might test you, to do you good in the end—

17“then you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gained me this wealth.’

18“And you shall remember the LORD your God, Rfor it is He who gives you power to get wealth, Rthat He may Testablish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day.

19“Then it shall be, if you by any means forget the LORD your God, and follow other gods, and serve them and worship them, RI testify against you this day that you shall surely perish.

20“As the nations which the LORD destroys before you, Rso you shall perish, because you would not be obedient to the voice of the LORD your God.




CHAPTER 9

Moses Rehearses Israel’s Rebellion

1“Hear, O Israel: You are to cross over the Jordan today, and go in to dispossess nations greater and mightier than yourself, cities great and fortified up to heaven, 

2“a people great and tall, the descendants of the Anakim, whom you know, and of whom you heard it said, ‘Who can stand before the descendants of Anak?’

3“Therefore understand today that the LORD your God is He who goes over before you as a consuming fire. He will destroy them and bring them down before you; so you shall drive them out and destroy them quickly, as the LORD has said to you.

4R“Do not think in your heart, after the LORD your God has cast them out before you, saying, ‘Because of my righteousness the LORD has brought me in to possess this land’; but it is because of the wickedness of these nations that the LORD is driving them out from before you.

5R“It is not because of your righteousness or the uprightness of your heart that you go in to possess their land, but because of the wickedness of these nations that the LORD your God drives them out from before you, and that He may fulfill the Rword which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

6“Therefore understand that the LORD your God is not giving you this good land to possess because of your righteousness, for you are a Rstiff-necked people.

7“Remember! Do not forget how you Rprovoked the LORD your God to wrath in the wilderness. RFrom the day that you departed from the land of Egypt until you came to this place, you have been rebellious against the LORD.

8“Also Rin Horeb you provoked the LORD to wrath, so that the LORD was angry enough with you to have destroyed you.

9R“When I went up into the mountain to receive the tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant which the LORD made with you, then I stayed on the mountain forty days and Rforty nights. I neither ate bread nor drank water.

10R“Then the LORD delivered to me two tablets of stone written with the finger of God, and on them were all the words which the LORD had spoken to you on the mountain from the midst of the fire Rin the day of the assembly.

11“And it came to pass, at the end of forty days and forty nights, that the LORD gave me the two tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant.

12“Then the LORD said to me, ‘Arise, go down quickly from here, for your people whom you brought out of Egypt have acted corruptly; they have quickly turned aside from the way which I commanded them; they have made themselves a molded image.’

13“Furthermore Rthe LORD spoke to me, saying, ‘I have seen this people, and indeed they are a stiff-necked people.

14R‘Let Me alone, that I may destroy them and blot out their name from under heaven; Rand I will make of you a nation mightier and greater than they.’

15R“So I turned and came down from the mountain, and the mountain burned with fire; and the two tablets of the covenant were in my two hands.

16“And RI looked, and behold, you had sinned against the LORD your God—had made for yourselves a molded calf! You had turned aside quickly from the way which the LORD had commanded you.

17“Then I took the two tablets and threw them out of my two hands and Rbroke them before your eyes.

18“And I RfellT down before the LORD, as at the first, forty days and forty nights; I neither ate bread nor drank water, because of all your sin which you committed in doing wickedly in the sight of the LORD, to provoke Him to anger.

19R“For I was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure with which the LORD was angry with you, to destroy you. But the LORD listened to me at that time also.

20“And the LORD was very angry with Aaron and would have destroyed him; so I prayed for Aaron also at the same time.

21“Then I took your sin, the calf which you had made, and burned it with fire and crushed it and ground it very small, until it was as fine as dust; and I Rthrew its dust into the brook that descended from the mountain.

22“Also at RTaberah and RMassah and RKibroth Hattaavah you provoked the LORD to wrath.

23“Likewise, Rwhen the LORD sent you from Kadesh Barnea, saying, ‘Go up and possess the land which I have given you, ’ then you rebelled against the commandment of the LORD your God, and Ryou did not believe Him nor obey His voice.

24“You have been rebellious against the LORD from the day that I knew you.

25R“Thus I Tprostrated myself before the LORD; forty days and forty nights I kept prostrating myself, because the LORD had said He would destroy you.

26“Therefore I prayed to the LORD, and said: ‘O Lord GOD, do not destroy Your people and RYour inheritance whom You have redeemed through Your greatness, whom You have brought out of Egypt with a mighty hand.

27‘Remember Your servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; do not look on the stubbornness of this people, or on their wickedness or their sin, 

28‘lest the land from which You brought us should say, “Because the LORD was not able to bring them to the land which He promised them, and because He hated them, He has brought them out to kill them in the wilderness.”

29‘Yet they are Your people and Your inheritance, whom You brought out by Your mighty power and by Your outstretched arm.’




CHAPTER 10

Moses Rehearses God’s Mercy

1“At that time the LORD said to me, ‘Hew for yourself two tablets of stone like the first, and come up to Me on the mountain and make yourself an Rark of wood.

2‘And I will write on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets, which you broke; and you shall put them in the ark.’

3“So I made an ark of acacia wood, hewed two tablets of stone like the first, and went up the mountain, having the two tablets in my hand.

4“And He wrote on the tablets according to the first writing, the Ten TCommandments, Rwhich the LORD had spoken to you in the mountain from the midst of the fire in the day of the assembly; and the LORD gave them to me.

5“Then I turned and came down from the mountain, and put the tablets in the ark which I had made; and there they are, just as the LORD commanded me.”

6(Now the children of Israel journeyed from the wells of Bene Jaakan to Moserah, where Aaron Rdied, and where he was buried; and Eleazar his son ministered as priest in his stead.

7RFrom there they journeyed to Gudgodah, and from Gudgodah to Jotbathah, a land of Trivers of water.

8At that time Rthe LORD separated the tribe of Levi Rto bear the ark of the covenant of the LORD, to stand before the LORD to minister to Him and to bless in His name, to this day.

9RTherefore Levi has no portion nor inheritance with his brethren; the LORD is his inheritance, just as the LORD your God promised him.)

10“As at the first time, I stayed in the mountain forty days and forty nights; Rthe LORD also heard me at that time, and the LORD chose not to destroy you.

11“Then the LORD said to me, ‘Arise, begin your journey before the people, that they may go in and possess the land which I swore to their fathers to give them.’

Love God

12“And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 

13“and to keep the commandments of the LORD and His statutes which I command you today Rfor your good?

14“Indeed heaven and the highest heavens belong to the RLORD your God, also the earth with all that is in it.

15“The LORD delighted only in your fathers, to love them; and He chose their Tdescendants after them, you above all peoples, as it is this day.

16“Therefore circumcise the foreskin of your heart, and be stiff-necked no longer.

17“For the LORD your God is RGod of gods and RLord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who Rshows no partiality nor takes a bribe.

18R“He administers justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the stranger, giving him food and clothing.

19“Therefore love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.

20R“You shall fear the LORD your God; you shall serve Him, and to Him you shall hold fast, and take oaths in His name.

21“He is your praise, and He is your God, who has done for you these great and awesome things which your eyes have seen.

22“Your fathers went down to Egypt with seventy persons, and now the LORD your God has made you as the stars of heaven in multitude.




CHAPTER 11

Study and Obey the Commands

1“Therefore you shall love the LORD your God, and keep His charge, His statutes, His judgments, and His commandments always.

2“Know today that I do not speak with your children, who have not known and who have not seen the Tchastening of the LORD your God, His greatness and His mighty hand and His outstretched arm—

3“His signs and His acts which He did in the midst of Egypt, to Pharaoh king of Egypt, and to all his land;

4“what He did to the army of Egypt, to their horses and their chariots: how He made the waters of the Red Sea overflow them as they pursued you, and how the LORD has destroyed them to this day;

5“what He did for you in the wilderness until you came to this place;

6“and what He did to Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, the son of Reuben: how the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, their households, their tents, and all the substance that was in their possession, in the midst of all Israel—

7“but your eyes have Rseen every great act of the LORD which He did.

8“Therefore you shall keep every commandment which I command you today, that you may Rbe strong, and go in and possess the land which you cross over to possess, 

9“and that you may prolong your days in the land which the LORD swore to give your fathers, to them and their descendants, ‘a land flowing with milk and honey.’*

10“For the land which you go to possess is not like the land of Egypt from which you have come, where you sowed your seed and watered it by foot, as a vegetable garden;

11“but the land which you cross over to possess is a land of hills and valleys, which drinks water from the rain of heaven, 

12“a land for which the LORD your God cares; Rthe eyes of the LORD your God are always on it, from the beginning of the year to the very end of the year.

13‘And it shall be that if you earnestly Tobey My commandments which I command you today, to love the LORD your God and serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul, 

14‘then I* will give you the rain for your land in its season, the early rain and the latter rain, that you may gather in your grain, your new wine, and your oil.

15R‘And I will send grass in your fields for your livestock, that you may Reat and be Tfilled.’

16“Take heed to yourselves, lest your heart be deceived, and you turn aside and serve other gods and worship them, 

17“lest the LORD’s anger be aroused against you, and He shut up the heavens so that there be no rain, and the land yield no produce, and you perish quickly from the good land which the LORD is giving you.

18“Therefore Ryou shall lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your Rsoul, and Rbind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.

19R“You shall teach them to your children, speaking of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.

20“And you shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, 

21“that Ryour days and the days of your children may be multiplied in the land of which the LORD swore to your fathers to give them, like Rthe days of the heavens above the earth.

Victory Depends upon Obedience

22“For if Ryou carefully keep all these commandments which I command you to do—to love the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways, and to hold fast to Him—

23“then the LORD will Rdrive out all these nations from before you, and you will Rdispossess greater and mightier nations than yourselves.

24R“Every place on which the sole of your foot treads shall be yours: Rfrom the wilderness and Lebanon, from the river, the River Euphrates, even to the Western Sea, * shall be your territory.

25“No man shall be able to stand against you; the LORD your God will put the dread of you and the fear of you upon all the land where you tread, just as He has said to you.

26R“Behold, I set before you today a blessing and a curse:

27R“the blessing, if you obey the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you today;

28“and the Rcurse, if you do not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside from the way which I command you today, to go after other gods which you have not known.

29“Now it shall be, when the LORD your God has brought you into the land which you go to possess, that you shall put the Rblessing on Mount Gerizim and the Rcurse on Mount Ebal.

30“Are they not on the other side of the Jordan, toward the setting sun, in the land of the Canaanites who dwell in the plain opposite Gilgal, Rbeside the terebinth trees of Moreh?

31“For you will cross over the Jordan and go in to possess the land which the LORD your God is giving you, and you will possess it and dwell in it.

32“And you shall be careful to observe all the statutes and judgments which I set before you today.




CHAPTER 12

Law of the Central Sanctuary

1“These Rare the statutes and judgments which you shall be careful to observe in the land which the LORD God of your fathers is giving you to possess, Rall the days that you live on the earth.

2R“You shall utterly destroy all the places where the nations which you shall dispossess served their gods, Ron the high mountains and on the hills and under every green tree.

3“And Ryou shall destroy their altars, break their sacred pillars, and burn their wooden images with fire; you shall cut down the carved images of their gods and destroy their names from that place.

4“You shall not Rworship the LORD your God with such things.

5“But you shall seek the Rplace where the LORD your God chooses, out of all your tribes, to put His name for His dwelling place; and there you shall go.

6R“There you shall take your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, the heave offerings of your hand, your vowed offerings, your freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks.

7“And Rthere you shall eat before the LORD your God, and you shall rejoice in all to which you have put your hand, you and your households, in which the LORD your God has blessed you.

8“You shall not at all do as we are doing here today—Revery man doing whatever is right in his own eyes—

9“for as yet you have not come to the Rrest and the inheritance which the LORD your God is giving you.

10“But when you cross over the Jordan and dwell in the land which the LORD your God is giving you to inherit, and He gives you Rrest from all your enemies round about, so that you dwell in safety, 

11“then there will be the place where the LORD your God chooses to make His name abide. There you shall bring all that I command you: your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, the heave offerings of your hand, and all your choice offerings which you vow to the LORD.

12“And Ryou shall rejoice before the LORD your God, you and your sons and your daughters, your male and female servants, and the RLevite who is within your gates, since he has no portion nor inheritance with you.

13“Take heed to yourself that you do not offer your burnt offerings in every place that you see;

14“but in the place which the LORD chooses, in one of your tribes, there you shall offer your burnt offerings, and there you shall do all that I command you.

15“However, Ryou may slaughter and eat meat within all your gates, whatever your heart desires, according to the blessing of the LORD your God which He has given you; the unclean and the clean may eat of it, of the gazelle and the deer alike.

16“Only you shall not eat the blood; you shall pour it on the earth like water.

17“You may not eat within your gates the tithe of your grain or your new wine or your oil, of the firstborn of your herd or your flock, of any of your offerings which you vow, of your freewill offerings, or of the Theave offering of your hand.

18“But you must eat them before the LORD your God in the place which the LORD your God chooses, you and your son and your daughter, your male servant and your female servant, and the Levite who is within your gates; and you shall rejoice before the LORD your God in Tall to which you put your hands.

19T“Take heed to yourself that you do not forsake the Levite as long as you live in your land.

20“When the LORD your God Renlarges your border as He has promised you, and you say, ‘Let me eat meat, ’ because you long to eat meat, you may eat as much meat as your heart desires.

21“If the place where the LORD your God chooses to put His name is too far from Ryou, then you may slaughter from your herd and from your flock which the LORD has given you, just as I have commanded you, and you may eat within your gates as much as your heart desires.

22“Just as the gazelle and the deer are eaten, so you may eat them; the unclean and the clean alike may eat them.

23“Only be sure that you do not eat the blood, Rfor the blood is the life; you may not eat the life with the meat.

24“You shall not eat it; you shall pour it on the earth like water.

25“You shall not eat it, that it may go well with you and your children after you, when you do what is right in the sight of the LORD.

26“Only the holy things which you have, and your vowed offerings, you shall take and go to the place which the LORD chooses.

27“And Ryou shall offer your burnt offerings, the meat and the blood, on the altar of the LORD your God; and the blood of your sacrifices shall be poured out on the altar of the LORD your God, and you shall eat the meat.

28“Observe and obey all these words which I command you, Rthat it may go well with you and your children after you forever, when you do what is good and right in the sight of the LORD your God.

Law of Idolatry

29“When Rthe LORD your God cuts off from before you the nations which you go to dispossess, and you displace them and dwell in their land, 

30“take heed to yourself that you are not ensnared to follow them, after they are destroyed from before you, and that you do not inquire after their gods, saying, ‘How did these nations serve their gods? I also will do likewise.’

31“You shall not worship the LORD your God in that way; for every abomination to the LORD which He hates they have done to their gods; for they burn even their sons and daughters in the fire to their gods.

32“Whatever I command you, be careful to observe it; Ryou shall not add to it nor take away from it.




CHAPTER 13

1“If there arises among you a prophet or a Rdreamer of dreams, Rand he gives you a sign or a wonder, 

2“and Rthe sign or the wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods’—which you have not known—‘and let us serve them, ’

3“you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for the LORD your God is testing you to know whether you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.

4“You shall Rwalk after the LORD your God and fear Him, and keep His commandments and obey His voice; you shall serve Him and hold fast to Him.

5“But Rthat prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has spoken in order to turn you away from the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of bondage, to entice you from the way in which the LORD your God commanded you to walk. So you shall put away the evil from your midst.

6R“If your brother, the son of your mother, your son or your daughter, Rthe wife of your bosom, or your friend Rwho is as your own soul, secretly entices you, saying, ‘Let us go and serve other gods, ’ which you have not known, neither you nor your fathers, 

7“of the gods of the people which are all around you, near to you or far off from you, from one end of the earth to the other end of the earth, 

8“you shall Rnot consent to him or listen to him, nor shall your eye pity him, nor shall you spare him or conceal him;

9“but you shall surely kill him; your hand shall be first against him to put him to Rdeath, and afterward the hand of all the people.

10“And you shall stone him with stones until he dies, because he sought to entice you away from the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.

11“So all Israel shall hear and Rfear, and not again do such wickedness as this among you.

12R“If you hear someone in one of your cities, which the LORD your God gives you to dwell in, saying, 

13‘Corrupt men have gone out from among you and enticed the inhabitants of their city, saying, “Let us go and serve other gods”’—which you have not known—

14“then you shall inquire, search out, and ask diligently. And if it is indeed true and certain that such an Tabomination was committed among you, 

15“you shall surely strike the inhabitants of that city with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying it, all that is in it and its livestock—with the edge of the sword.

16“And you shall gather all its plunder into the middle of the street, and completely burn with fire the city and all its plunder, for the LORD your God. It shall be a heap forever; it shall not be built again.

17R“So none of the accursed things shall remain in your hand, that the LORD may Rturn from the fierceness of His anger and show you mercy, have compassion on you and Tmultiply you, just as He swore to your fathers, 

18“because you have listened to the voice of the LORD your God, Rto keep all His commandments which I command you today, to do what is right in the eyes of the LORD your God.




CHAPTER 14

Law of Food

1“You are the children of the LORD your God; you shall not cut yourselves nor shave the front of your head for the dead.

2R“For you are a holy people to the LORD your God, and the LORD has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.

3R“You shall not eat any Tdetestable thing.

4R“These are the animals which you may eat: the ox, the sheep, the goat, 

5“the deer, the gazelle, the roe deer, the wild goat, the mountain goat, * the antelope, and the mountain sheep.

6“And you may eat every animal with cloven hooves, having the hoof split into two parts, and that chews the cud, among the animals.

7“Nevertheless, of those that chew the cud or have cloven hooves, you shall not eat, such as these: the camel, the hare, and the rock hyrax; for they chew the cud but do not have cloven hooves; they are unclean for you.

8“Also the swine is unclean for you, because it has cloven hooves, yet does not chew the cud; you shall not eat their flesh or touch their dead carcasses.

9R“These you may eat of all that are in the waters: you may eat all that have fins and scales.

10“And whatever does not have fins and scales you shall not eat; it is unclean for you.

11“All clean birds you may eat.

12R“But these you shall not eat: the eagle, the vulture, the buzzard, 

13“the red kite, the falcon, and the kite after their kinds;

14“every raven after its kind;

15“the ostrich, the short-eared owl, the sea gull, and the hawk after their kinds;

16“the little owl, the screech owl, the white owl, 

17“the jackdaw, the carrion vulture, the fisher owl, 

18“the stork, the heron after its kind, and the hoopoe and the bat.

19“Also every creeping thing that flies is unclean for you; they shall not be eaten.

20“You may eat all clean birds.

21“You shall not eat anything that dies of itself; you may give it to the alien who is within your gates, that he may eat it, or you may sell it to a foreigner; for you are a holy people to the LORD your God. You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.

Law of the Tithes

22R“You shall truly tithe all the increase of your grain that the field produces year by year.

23“And you shall eat before the LORD your God, in the place where He chooses to make His name abide, the tithe of your grain and your new wine and your oil, of the firstborn of your herds and your flocks, that you may learn to fear the LORD your God always.

24“But if the journey is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, or if the place where the LORD your God chooses to put His name is too far from you, when the LORD your God has blessed you, 

25“then you shall exchange it for money, take the money in your hand, and go to the place which the LORD your God chooses.

26“And you shall spend that money for whatever your heart desires: for oxen or sheep, for wine or similar drink, for whatever your heart desires; you shall eat there before the LORD your God, and you shall Rrejoice, you and your household.

27“You shall not Tforsake the RLevite who is within your gates, for he has no part nor inheritance with you.

28“At the end of every third year you shall bring out the tithe of your produce of that year and store it up within your gates.

29“And the Levite, because he has no portion nor inheritance with you, and the stranger and the fatherless and the widow who are within your gates, may come and eat and be satisfied, that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hand which you do.




CHAPTER 15

Law of the Debts

1“At the end of every seven years you shall grant a release of debts.

2“And this is the form of the release: Every creditor who has lent anything to his neighbor shall release it; he shall not require it of his neighbor or his brother, because it is called the LORD’s release.

3“Of a foreigner you may require it; but you shall give up your claim to what is owed by your brother, 

4“except when there may be no poor among you; for the LORD will greatly bless you in the land which the LORD your God is giving you to possess as an inheritance—

5“only if you carefully obey the voice of the LORD your God, to observe with care all these commandments which I command you today.

6“For the LORD your God will bless you just as He promised you; Ryou shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow; you shall reign over many nations, but they shall not reign over you.

7“If there is among you a poor man of your brethren, within any of the gates in your land which the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart nor shut your hand from your poor brother, 

8“but Ryou shall open your hand wide to him and willingly lend him sufficient for his need, whatever he needs.

9“Beware lest there be a wicked thought in your heart, saying, ‘The seventh year, the year of release, is at hand, ’ and your eye be evil against your poor brother and you give him nothing, and he cry out to the LORD against you, and it become sin among you.

10“You shall surely give to him, and your heart should not be grieved when you give to him, because Rfor this thing the LORD your God will bless you in all your works and in all to which you put your hand.

11“For the poor will never cease from the land; therefore I command you, saying, ‘You shall open your hand wide to your brother, to your poor and your needy, in your land.’

Law of the Slaves

12R“If your brother, a Hebrew man, or a Hebrew woman, is sold to you and serves you six years, then in the seventh year you shall let him go free from you.

13“And when you Tsend him away free from you, you shall not let him go away empty-handed;

14“you shall supply him liberally from your flock, from your threshing floor, and from your winepress. From what the LORD your God has blessed you with, you shall give to him.

15R“You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God redeemed you; therefore I command you this thing today.

16“And Rif it happens that he says to you, ‘I will not go away from you, ’ because he loves you and your house, since he prospers with you, 

17“then you shall take an awl and thrust it through his ear to the door, and he shall be your servant forever. Also to your female servant you shall do likewise.

18“It shall not seem hard to you when you send him away free from you; for he has been worth Ra double hired servant in serving you six years. Then the LORD your God will bless you in all that you do.

Law of the Firstborn

19R“All the firstborn males that come from your herd and your flock you shall sanctify to the LORD your God; you shall do no work with the firstborn of your herd, nor shear the firstborn of your flock.

20R“You and your household shall eat it before the LORD your God year by year in the place which the LORD chooses.

21“But if there is a defect in it, if it is lame or blind or has any serious defect, you shall not sacrifice it to the LORD your God.

22“You may eat it within your gates; the unclean and the clean person alike may eat it, as if it were a gazelle or a deer.

23“Only you shall not eat its blood; you shall pour it on the ground like water.




CHAPTER 16

Law of the Feasts

1“Observe the Rmonth of Abib, and keep the Passover to the LORD your God, for in the month of Abib the LORD your God brought you out of Egypt by night.

2“Therefore you shall sacrifice the Passover to the LORD your God, from the flock and Rthe herd, in the place where the LORD chooses to put His name.

3“You shall eat no leavened bread with it; Rseven days you shall eat unleavened bread with it, that is, the bread of affliction (for you came out of the land of Egypt in haste), that you may Rremember the day in which you came out of the land of Egypt all the days of your life.

4R“And no leaven shall be seen among you in all your territory for seven days, nor shall any of the meat which you sacrifice the first day at twilight remain overnight until Rmorning.

5“You may not sacrifice the Passover within any of your gates which the LORD your God gives you;

6“but at the place where the LORD your God chooses to make His name abide, there you shall sacrifice the Passover Rat twilight, at the going down of the sun, at the time you came out of Egypt.

7“And you shall roast and eat it Rin the place which the LORD your God chooses, and in the morning you shall turn and go to your tents.

8“Six days you shall eat unleavened bread, and Ron the seventh day there shall be a sacred assembly to the LORD your God. You shall do no work on it.

9“You shall count seven weeks for yourself; begin to count the seven weeks from the time you begin to put the sickle to the grain.

10“Then you shall keep the RFeast of Weeks to the LORD your God with the tribute of a freewill offering from your hand, which you shall give Ras the LORD your God blesses you.

11R“You shall rejoice before the LORD your God, you and your son and your daughter, your male servant and your female servant, the Levite who is within your gates, the stranger and the fatherless and the widow who are among you, at the place where the LORD your God chooses to make His name abide.

12R“And you shall remember that you were a slave in Egypt, and you shall be careful to observe these statutes.

13R“You shall observe the Feast of Tabernacles seven days, when you have gathered from your threshing floor and from your winepress.

14“And you shall rejoice in your feast, you and your son and your daughter, your male servant and your female servant and the Levite, the stranger and the fatherless and the widow, who are within your gates.

15R“Seven days you shall keep a sacred feast to the LORD your God in the place which the LORD chooses, because the LORD your God will bless you in all your produce and in all the work of your hands, so that you surely rejoice.

16“Three times a year all your males shall appear before the LORD your God in the place which He chooses: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast of Tabernacles; and they shall not appear before the LORD empty-handed.

17“Every man shall give as he is able, Raccording to the blessing of the LORD your God which He has given you.

Law of the Administration of the Judges

18“You shall appoint judges and officers in all your gates, which the LORD your God gives you, according to your tribes, and they shall judge the people with just judgment.

19R“You shall not pervert justice; you shall not show partiality, nor take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and twists the words of the righteous.

20“You shall follow what is altogether just, that you may live and inherit the land which the LORD your God is giving you.

21R“You shall not plant for yourself any tree, as a Twooden image, near the altar which you build for yourself to the LORD your God.

22R“You shall not set up a sacred pillar, which the LORD your God hates.




CHAPTER 17

1“You Rshall not sacrifice to the LORD your God a bull or sheep which has any Tblemish or defect, for that is an abomination to the LORD your God.

2“If there is found among you, within any of your gates which the LORD your God gives you, a man or a woman who has been wicked in the sight of the LORD your God, Rin transgressing His covenant, 

3“who has gone and served other gods and worshiped them, either Rthe sun or moon or any of the host of heaven, Rwhich I have not commanded, 

4“and it is told you, and you hear of it, then you shall inquire diligently. And if it is indeed true and certain that such an abomination has been committed in Israel, 

5“then you shall bring out to your gates that man or woman who has committed that wicked thing, and Rshall stone to death that man or woman with stones.

6“Whoever is deserving of death shall be put to death on the testimony of two or three Rwitnesses; he shall not be put to death on the testimony of one witness.

7“The hands of the witnesses shall be the first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hands of all the people. So you shall put away the evil from among you.

8“If a matter arises which is too hard for you to judge, between degrees of guilt for bloodshed, between one judgment or another, or between one punishment or another, matters of controversy within your gates, then you shall arise and go up to the place which the LORD your God chooses.

9“And you shall come to the priests, the Levites, and to the judge there in those days, and inquire of them; they shall pronounce upon you the sentence of judgment.

10“You shall do according to the sentence which they pronounce upon you in that place which the LORD chooses. And you shall be careful to do according to all that they order you.

11“According to the sentence of the law in which they instruct you, according to the judgment which they tell you, you shall do; you shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left from the sentence which they pronounce upon you.

12“Now the man who acts presumptuously and will not heed the priest who stands to minister there before the LORD your God, or the judge, that man shall die. So you shall put away the evil from Israel.

13“And all the people shall hear and fear, and no longer act presumptuously.

Law of the Administration of the King

14“When you come to the land which the LORD your God is giving you, and possess it and dwell in it, and say, R‘I will set a king over me like all the nations that are around me, ’

15“you shall surely set a king over you whom the LORD your God chooses; one from among your brethren you shall set as king over you; you may not set a foreigner over you, who is not your brother.

16“But he shall not multiply Rhorses for himself, nor cause the people Rto return to Egypt to multiply horses, for the LORD has said to you, ‘You shall not return that way again.’

17“Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he greatly multiply silver and gold for himself.

18“Also it shall be, when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write for himself a copy of this law in a book, from the one before the priests, the Levites.

19“And Rit shall be with him, and he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God and be careful to observe all the words of this law and these statutes, 

20“that his heart may not Tbe lifted above his brethren, that he Rmay not turn aside from the commandment to the right hand or to the left, and that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he and his children in the midst of Israel.




CHAPTER 18

Law of the Administration of the Priest and Prophet

1“The priests, the Levites—all the tribe of Levi—shall have no part nor inheritance with Israel; they shall eat the offerings of the LORD made by fire, and His portion.

2“Therefore they shall have no inheritance among their brethren; the LORD is their inheritance, as He said to them.

3“And this shall be the priest’s RdueT from the people, from those who offer a sacrifice, whether it is bull or sheep: they shall give to the priest the shoulder, the cheeks, and the stomach.

4“The firstfruits of your grain and your new wine and your oil, and the first of the fleece of your sheep, you shall give him.

5“For Rthe LORD your God has chosen him out of all your tribes Rto stand to minister in the name of the LORD, him and his sons forever.

6“So if a Levite comes from any of your gates, from where he dwells among all Israel, and comes with all the desire of his mind to the place which the LORD chooses, 

7“then he may serve in the name of the LORD his God as all his brethren the Levites do, who stand there before the LORD.

8“They shall have equal Rportions to eat, besides what comes from the sale of his inheritance.

9“When you come into the land which the LORD your God is giving you, Ryou shall not learn to follow the Tabominations of those nations.

10“There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, or one who practices Rwitchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, 

11R“or one who conjures spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, or Rone who calls up the dead.

12“For all who do these things are an abomination to the LORD, and Rbecause of these abominations the LORD your God drives them out from before you.

13“You shall be Tblameless before the LORD your God.

14“For these nations which you will dispossess listened to soothsayers and diviners; but as for you, the LORD your God has not appointed such for you.

15R“The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear, 

16“according to all you desired of the LORD your God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, R‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, nor let me see this great fire anymore, lest I die.’

17“And the LORD said to me: R‘What they have spoken is good.

18‘I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, Rand He shall speak to them all that I command Him.

19R‘And it shall be that whoever will not hear My words, which He speaks in My name, I will require it of him.

20‘But Rthe prophet who presumes to speak a word in My name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or Rwho speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.’

21“And if you say in your heart, ‘How shall we know the word which the LORD has not spoken?’—

22R“when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, Rif the thing does not happen or come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it Rpresumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.




CHAPTER 19

Cities of Refuge

1“When the LORD your God has cut off the nations whose land the LORD your God is giving you, and you dispossess them and dwell in their cities and in their houses, 

2“you shall separate three cities for yourself in the midst of your land which the LORD your God is giving you to possess.

3“You shall prepare roads for yourself, and divide into three parts the territory of your land which the LORD your God is giving you to inherit, that any manslayer may flee there.

4“And Rthis is the case of the manslayer who flees there, that he may live: Whoever kills his neighbor unintentionally, not having hated him in time past—

5“as when a man goes to the woods with his neighbor to cut timber, and his hand swings a stroke with the ax to cut down the tree, and the head slips from the handle and strikes his neighbor so that he dies—he shall flee to one of these cities and live;

6R“lest the avenger of blood, while his anger is hot, pursue the manslayer and overtake him, because the way is long, and kill him, though he was not deserving of death, since he had not hated the victim in time past.

7“Therefore I command you, saying, ‘You shall separate three cities for yourself.’

8“Now if the LORD your God Renlarges your territory, as He swore to Ryour fathers, and gives you the land which He promised to give to your fathers, 

9“and if you keep all these commandments and do them, which I command you today, to love the LORD your God and to walk always in His ways, Rthen you shall add three more cities for yourself besides these three, 

10R“lest innocent blood be shed in the midst of your land which the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, and thus guilt of bloodshed be upon you.

11“But Rif anyone hates his neighbor, lies in wait for him, rises against him and strikes him mortally, so that he dies, and he flees to one of these cities, 

12“then the elders of his city shall send and bring him from there, and deliver him over to the hand of the avenger of blood, that he may die.

13“Your eye shall not pity him, but you shall put away the guilt of innocent blood from Israel, that it may go well with you.

14R“You shall not remove your neighbor’s landmark, which the men of old have set, in your inheritance which you will inherit in the land that the LORD your God is giving you to possess.

Law of Witnesses

15“One witness shall not rise against a man concerning any iniquity or any sin that he commits; by the mouth of two or three witnesses the matter shall be established.

16“If a false witness rises against any man to testify against him of wrongdoing, 

17“then both men in the controversy shall stand before the LORD, before the priests and the judges who serve in those days.

18“And the judges shall make careful inquiry, and indeed, if the witness is a false witness, who has testified falsely against his brother, 

19“then you shall do to him as he thought to have done to his brother; so you shall put away the evil from among you.

20R“And those who remain shall hear and fear, and hereafter they shall not again commit such evil among you.

21R“Your eye shall not pity: Rlife shall be for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.




CHAPTER 20

Law of Warfare

1“When you go out to battle against your enemies, and see Rhorses and chariots and people more numerous than you, do not be Rafraid of them; for the LORD your God is Rwith you, who brought you up from the land of Egypt.

2“So it shall be, when you are on the verge of battle, that the priest shall approach and speak to the people.

3“And he shall say to them, ‘Hear, O Israel: Today you are on the verge of battle with your enemies. Do not let your heart faint, do not be afraid, and do not tremble or be terrified because of them;

4‘for the LORD your God is He who goes with you, Rto fight for you against your enemies, to save you.’

5“Then the officers shall speak to the people, saying: ‘What man is there who has built a new house and has not Rdedicated it? Let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle and another man dedicate it.

6‘Also what man is there who has planted a vineyard and has not eaten of it? Let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle and another man eat of it.

7R‘And what man is there who is betrothed to a woman and has not married her? Let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle and another man marry her.’

8“The officers shall speak further to the people, and say, R‘What man is there who is fearful and fainthearted? Let him go and return to his house, lest the heart of his brethren faint* like his heart.’

9“And so it shall be, when the officers have finished speaking to the people, that they shall make captains of the armies to lead the people.

10“When you go near a city to fight against it, then proclaim an offer of peace to it.

11“And it shall be that if they accept your offer of peace, and open to you, then all the people who are found in it shall be placed under tribute to you, and serve you.

12“Now if the city will not make peace with you, but makes war against you, then you shall besiege it.

13“And when the LORD your God delivers it into your hands, Ryou shall strike every male in it with the edge of the sword.

14“But the women, the little ones, Rthe livestock, and all that is in the city, all its spoil, you shall plunder for yourself; and you shall eat the enemies’ plunder which the LORD your God gives you.

15“Thus you shall do to all the cities which are very far from you, which are not of the cities of these nations.

16“But Rof the cities of these peoples which the LORD your God gives you as an inheritance, you shall let nothing that breathes remain alive, 

17“but you shall utterly destroy them: the Hittite and the Amorite and the Canaanite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite, just as the LORD your God has commanded you, 

18“lest Rthey teach you to do according to all their abominations which they have done for their gods, and you Rsin against the LORD your God.

19“When you besiege a city for a long time, while making war against it to take it, you shall not destroy its trees by wielding an ax against them; if you can eat of them, do not cut them down to use in the siege, for the tree of the field is man’s food.

20“Only the trees which you know are not trees for food you may destroy and cut down, to build siegeworks against the city that makes war with you, until it is subdued.




CHAPTER 21

Law of Unknown Murder

1“If anyone is found slain, lying in the field in the land which the LORD your God is giving you to possess, and it is not known who killed him, 

2“then your elders and your judges shall go out and measure the distance from the slain man to the surrounding cities.

3“And it shall be that the elders of the city nearest to the slain man will take a heifer which has not been worked and which has not pulled with a Ryoke.

4“The elders of that city shall bring the heifer down to a valley with flowing water, which is neither plowed nor sown, and they shall break the heifer’s neck there in the valley.

5“Then the priests, the sons of Levi, shall come near, for Rthe LORD your God has chosen them to minister to Him and to bless in the name of the LORD; Rby their word every controversy and every Tassault shall be settled.

6“And all the elders of that city nearest to the slain man Rshall wash their hands over the heifer whose neck was broken in the valley.

7“Then they shall answer and say, ‘Our hands have not shed this blood, nor have our eyes seen it.

8‘Provide atonement, O LORD, for Your people Israel, whom You have redeemed, and do not lay innocent blood to the charge of Your people Israel.’ And atonement shall be provided on their behalf for the blood.

9“So you shall put away the guilt of innocent blood from among you when you do what is right in the sight of the LORD.

Law of Marriage

10“When you go out to war against your enemies, and the LORD your God delivers them into your hand, and you take them captive, 

11“and you see among the captives a beautiful woman, and desire her and would take her for your Rwife, 

12“then you shall bring her home to your house, and she shall Rshave her head and trim her nails.

13“She shall put off the clothes of her captivity, remain in your house, and Rmourn her father and her mother a full month; after that you may go in to her and be her husband, and she shall be your wife.

14“And it shall be, if you have no delight in her, then you shall set her free, but you certainly shall not sell her for money; you shall not treat her brutally, because you have Rhumbled her.

15“If a man has two wives, one loved Rand the other unloved, and they have borne him children, both the loved and the unloved, and if the firstborn son is of her who is unloved, 

16“then it shall be, Ron the day he bequeaths his possessions to his sons, that he must not bestow firstborn status on the son of the loved wife in preference to the son of the unloved, the true firstborn.

17“But he shall acknowledge the son of the unloved wife as the firstborn Rby giving him a double portion of all that he has, for he is the beginning of his strength; the right of the firstborn is his.

Law of the Rebellious Son

18“If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, and who, when they have chastened him, will not heed them, 

19“then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and bring him out to the elders of his city, to the gate of his city.

20“And they shall say to the elders of his city, ‘This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious; he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard.’

21“Then all the men of his city shall stone him to death with stones; so you shall put away the evil from among you, Rand all Israel shall hear and fear. 

22“If a man has committed a sin Rdeserving of death, and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, 

23R“his body shall not remain overnight on the tree, but you shall surely bury him that day, so that Ryou do not defile the land which the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance; for Rhe who is hanged is accursed of God.




CHAPTER 22

Law of the Brother’s Property

1“You Rshall not see your brother’s ox or his sheep going astray, and Thide yourself from them; you shall certainly bring them back to your brother.

2“And if your brother is not near you, or if you do not know him, then you shall bring it to your own house, and it shall remain with you until your brother seeks it; then you shall restore it to him.

3“You shall do the same with his donkey, and so shall you do with his garment; with any lost thing of your brother’s, which he has lost and you have found, you shall do likewise; you must not hide yourself.

4R“You shall not see your brother’s donkey or his ox fall down along the road, and hide yourself from them; you shall surely help him lift them up again.

Law of Separation

5“A woman shall not wear anything that pertains to a man, nor shall a man put on a woman’s garment, for all who do so are an abomination to the LORD your God.

6“If a bird’s nest happens to be before you along the way, in any tree or on the ground, with young ones or eggs, with the mother sitting on the young or on the eggs, Ryou shall not take the mother with the young;

7“you shall surely let the mother go, and take the young for yourself, Rthat it may be well with you and that you may prolong your days.

8“When you build a new house, then you shall make a parapet for your roof, that you may not bring guilt of bloodshed on your household if anyone falls from it.

9R“You shall not sow your vineyard with different kinds of seed, lest the yield of the seed which you have sown and the fruit of your vineyard be defiled.

10R“You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey together.

11R“You shall not wear a garment of different sorts, such as wool and linen mixed together.

12“You shall make Rtassels on the four corners of the clothing with which you cover yourself.

Law of Marriage

13“If any man takes a wife, and goes in to her, and Rdetests her, 

14“and charges her with shameful conduct, and brings a bad name on her, and says, ‘I took this woman, and when I came to her I found she was not a virgin, ’

15“then the father and mother of the young woman shall take and bring out the evidence of the young woman’s virginity to the elders of the city at the gate.

16“And the young woman’s father shall say to the elders, ‘I gave my daughter to this man as wife, and he detests her.

17‘Now he has charged her with shameful conduct, saying, “I found your daughter was not a virgin, ” and yet these are the evidences of my daughter’s virginity.’ And they shall spread the cloth before the elders of the city.

18“Then the elders of that city shall take that man and punish him;

19“and they shall fine him one hundred shekels of silver and give them to the father of the young woman, because he has brought a bad name on a virgin of Israel. And she shall be his wife; he cannot divorce her all his days.

20“But if the thing is true, and evidences of virginity are not found for the young woman, 

21“then they shall bring out the young woman to the door of her father’s house, and the men of her city shall stone her to death with Rstones, because she has done a disgraceful thing in Israel, to play the harlot in her father’s house. So you shall put away the evil from among you.

22R“If a man is found lying with a woman married to a husband, then both of them shall die—the man that lay with the woman, and the woman; so you shall put away the evil from Israel.

23“If a young woman who is a virgin is betrothed to a husband, and a man finds her in the city and lies with her, 

24“then you shall bring them both out to the gate of that city, and you shall stone them to death with stones, the young woman because she did not cry out in the city, and the man because he Rhumbled his neighbor’s wife; so you shall put away the evil from among you.

25“But if a man finds a betrothed young woman in the countryside, and the man forces her and lies with her, then only the man who lay with her shall die.

26“But you shall do nothing to the young woman; there is in the young woman no sin deserving of death, for just as when a man rises against his neighbor and kills him, even so is this matter.

27“For he found her in the countryside, and the betrothed young woman cried out, but there was no one to save her.

28R“If a man finds a young woman who is a virgin, who is not betrothed, and he seizes her and lies with her, and they are found out, 

29“then the man who lay with her shall give to the young woman’s father fifty shekels of silver, and she shall be his wife because he has humbled her; he shall not be permitted to divorce her all his days.

30“A man shall not take his father’s wife, nor Runcover his father’s bed. 




CHAPTER 23

Law of Acceptance into the Congregation

1“He who is emasculated by crushing or mutilation shall Rnot enter the assembly of the LORD.

2“One of illegitimate birth shall not enter the assembly of the LORD; even to the tenth generation none of his descendants shall enter the assembly of the LORD.

3“An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter the assembly of the LORD; even to the tenth generation none of his descendants shall enter the assembly of the LORD forever, 

4“because they did not meet you with bread and water on the road when you came out of Egypt, and because they hired against you Balaam the son of Beor from Pethor of Mesopotamia, * to curse you.

5“Nevertheless the LORD your God would not listen to Balaam, but the LORD your God turned the curse into a blessing for you, because the LORD your God loves you.

6“You shall not seek their peace nor their prosperity all your days forever.

7“You shall not abhor an Edomite, Rfor he is your brother. You shall not abhor an Egyptian, because Ryou were an alien in his land.

8“The children of the third generation born to them may enter the assembly of the LORD.

9“When the army goes out against your enemies, then keep yourself from every wicked thing.

10R“If there is any man among you who becomes unclean by some occurrence in the night, then he shall go outside the camp; he shall not come inside the camp.

11“But it shall be, when evening comes, that he shall wash with water; and when the sun sets, he may come into the camp.

12“Also you shall have a place outside the camp, where you may go out;

13“and you shall have an implement among your equipment, and when you sit down outside, you shall dig with it and turn and cover your refuse.

14“For the LORD your God Rwalks in the midst of your camp, to deliver you and give your enemies over to you; therefore your camp shall be holy, that He may see no unclean thing among you, and turn away from you.

15R“You shall not give back to his master the slave who has escaped from his master to you.

16“He may dwell with you in your midst, in the place which he chooses within one of your gates, where it seems best to him; Ryou shall not oppress him.

17“There shall be no ritual harlot* Rof the daughters of Israel, or a Rperverted* one of the sons of Israel.

18“You shall not bring the wages of a harlot or the price of a dog to the house of the LORD your God for any vowed offering, for both of these are Tan abomination to the LORD your God.

19R“You shall not charge interest to your brother—interest on money or food or anything that is lent out at interest.

20“To a foreigner you may charge interest, but to your brother you shall not charge interest, that the LORD your God may bless you in all to which you set your hand in the land which you are entering to possess.

21R“When you make a vow to the LORD your God, you shall not delay to pay it; for the LORD your God will surely require it of you, and it would be sin to you.

22“But if you abstain from vowing, it shall not be sin to you.

23“That which has gone from your lips you shall keep and perform, for you voluntarily vowed to the LORD your God what you have promised with your mouth.

Laws for Harmony in the Nation

24“When you come into your neighbor’s vineyard, you may eat your fill of grapes at your pleasure, but you shall not put any in your container.

25“When you come into your neighbor’s standing grain, you may pluck the heads with your hand, but you shall not use a sickle on your neighbor’s standing grain.






CHAPTER 24



1“When a Rman takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some uncleanness in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out of his house, 

2“when she has departed from his house, and goes and becomes another man’s wife, 

3“if the latter husband detests her and writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out of his house, or if the latter husband dies who took her as his wife, 

4“then her former husband who divorced her must not take her back to be his wife after she has been defiled; for that is an abomination before the LORD, and you shall not bring sin on the land which the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance.

5R“When a man has taken a new wife, he shall not go out to war or be charged with any business; he shall be free at home one year, and Rbring happiness to his wife whom he has taken.

6“No man shall take the lower or the upper millstone in pledge, for he takes Tone’s living in pledge.

7“If a man is Rfound kidnapping any of his brethren of the children of Israel, and mistreats him or sells him, then that kidnapper shall die; and you shall put away the evil from among you.

8“Take heed in Ran outbreak of leprosy, that you carefully observe and do according to all that the priests, the Levites, shall teach you; just as I commanded them, so you shall be careful to do.

9R“Remember what the LORD your God did Rto Miriam on the way when you came out of Egypt!

10“When you Rlend your brother anything, you shall not go into his house to get his pledge.

11“You shall stand outside, and the man to whom you lend shall bring the pledge out to you.

12“And if the man is poor, you shall not keep his pledge overnight.

13“You shall in any case return the pledge to him again when the sun goes down, that he may sleep in his own garment and bless you; and it shall be righteousness to you before the LORD your God.

14“You shall not Roppress a hired servant who is poor and needy, whether one of your brethren or one of the aliens who is in your land within your gates.

15“Each day Ryou shall give him his wages, and not let the sun go down on it, for he is poor and has set his heart on it; Rlest he cry out against you to the LORD, and it be sin to you.

16R“Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor shall children be put to death for their fathers; a person shall be put to death for his own sin.

17R“You shall not pervert justice due the stranger or the fatherless, nor take a widow’s garment as a pledge.

18“But Ryou shall remember that you were a slave in Egypt, and the LORD your God redeemed you from there; therefore I command you to do this thing.

19R“When you reap your harvest in your field, and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it; it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, that the LORD your God may Rbless you in all the work of your hands.

20“When you beat your olive trees, you shall not go over the boughs again; it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow.

21“When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not glean it afterward; it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow.

22“And you shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore I command you to do this thing.




CHAPTER 25

1“If there is a dispute between men, and they come to court, that the judges may judge them, and they Rjustify the righteous and condemn the wicked, 

2“then it shall be, if the wicked man Rdeserves to be beaten, that the judge will cause him to lie down Rand be beaten in his presence, according to his guilt, with a certain number of blows.

3“Forty blows he may give him and no more, lest he should exceed this and beat him with many blows above these, and your brother be humiliated in your sight.

4R“You shall not muzzle an ox while it Ttreads out the grain.

5R“If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies and has no son, the widow of the dead man shall not be married to a stranger outside the family; her husband’s brother shall go in to her, take her as his wife, and perform the duty of a husband’s brother to her.

6“And it shall be that the firstborn son which she bears Rwill succeed to the name of his dead brother, that Rhis name may not be blotted out of Israel.

7“But if the man does not want to take his brother’s wife, then let his brother’s wife go up to the gate to the elders, and say, ‘My husband’s brother refuses to raise up a name to his brother in Israel; he will not perform the duty of my husband’s brother.’

8“Then the elders of his city shall call him and speak to him. But if he stands firm and says, ‘I do not want to take her, ’

9“then his brother’s wife shall come to him in the presence of the elders, Rremove his sandal from his foot, spit in his face, and answer and say, ‘So shall it be done to the man who will not Rbuild up his brother’s house.’

10“And his name shall be called in Israel, ‘The house of him who had his sandal removed.’

11“If two men fight together, and the wife of one draws near to rescue her husband from the hand of the one attacking him, and puts out her hand and seizes him by the genitals, 

12“then you shall cut off her hand; Ryour eye shall not pity her.

13R“You shall not have in your bag differing weights, a heavy and a light.

14“You shall not have in your house differing measures, a large and a small.

15“You shall have a perfect and just weight, a perfect and just measure, that your days may be lengthened in the land which the LORD your God is giving you.

16“For Rall who do such things, all who behave unrighteously, are Tan abomination to the LORD your God.

17“Remember what Amalek did to you on the way as you were coming out of Egypt, 

18“how he met you on the way and attacked your rear ranks, all the stragglers at your rear, when you were tired and weary; and he Rdid not fear God.

19“Therefore it shall be, Rwhen the LORD your God has given you rest from your enemies all around, in the land which the LORD your God is giving you to possess as an inheritance, that you will Rblot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. You shall not forget.




CHAPTER 26

Law of the Tithe

1“And it shall be, when you come into the land which the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, and you possess it and dwell in it, 

2“that you shall take some of the first of all the produce of the ground, which you shall bring from your land that the LORD your God is giving you, and put it in a basket and go to the place where the LORD your God chooses to make His name abide.

3“And you shall go to the one who is priest in those days, and say to him, ‘I declare today to the LORD your* God that I have come to the country which the LORD swore to our fathers to give us.’

4“Then the priest shall take the basket out of your hand and set it down before the altar of the LORD your God.

5“And you shall answer and say before the LORD your God: ‘My father was Ra Syrian, * about to perish, and Rhe went down to Egypt and dwelt there, few in number; and there he became a nation, great, mighty, and populous.

6‘But the Egyptians mistreated us, afflicted us, and laid hard bondage on us.

7R‘Then we cried out to the LORD God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and looked on our affliction and our labor and our oppression.

8‘So the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm, Rwith great terror and with signs and wonders.

9‘He has brought us to this place and has given us this land, “a land flowing with milk and honey”;*

10‘and now, behold, I have brought the firstfruits of the land which you, O LORD, have given me.’ Then you shall set it before the LORD your God, and worship before the LORD your God.

11“So Ryou shall rejoice in every good thing which the LORD your God has given to you and your house, you and the Levite and the stranger who is among you.

12“When you have finished laying aside all the Rtithe of your increase in the third year—Rthe year of tithing—and have given it to the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, so that they may eat within your gates and be filled, 

13“then you shall say before the LORD your God: ‘I have removed the holy tithe from my house, and also have given them to the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, according to all Your commandments which You have commanded me; I have not transgressed Your commandments, Rnor have I forgotten them.

14R‘I have not eaten any of it when in mourning, nor have I removed any of it for an unclean use, nor given any of it for the dead. I have obeyed the voice of the LORD my God, and have done according to all that You have commanded me.

15R‘Look down from Your holy Thabitation, from heaven, and bless Your people Israel and the land which You have given us, just as You swore to our fathers, “a land flowing with milk and honey.”’*

Vow of Israel and of God

16“This day the LORD your God commands you to observe these statutes and judgments; therefore you shall be careful to observe them with all your heart and with all your soul.

17“Today you have Rproclaimed the LORD to be your God, and that you will walk in His ways and keep His statutes, His commandments, and His judgments, and that you will Robey His voice.

18“Also today Rthe LORD has proclaimed you to be His special people, just as He promised you, that you should keep all His commandments, 

19“and that He will set you Rhigh above all nations which He has made, in praise, in name, and in honor, and that you may be Ra holy people to the LORD your God, just as He has spoken.”




CHAPTER 27

Erection of the Altar

1Now Moses, with the elders of Israel, commanded the people, saying: “Keep all the commandments which I command you today.

2“And it shall be, on the day when you cross over the Jordan to the land which the LORD your God is giving you, that Ryou shall set up for yourselves large stones, and whitewash them with lime.

3“You shall write on them all the words of this law, when you have crossed over, that you may enter the land which the LORD your God is giving you, ‘a land flowing with milk and honey, ’* just as the LORD God of your fathers promised you.

4“Therefore it shall be, when you have crossed over the Jordan, that Ron Mount Ebal you shall set up these stones, which I command you today, and you shall whitewash them with lime.

5“And there you shall build an altar to the LORD your God, an altar of stones; you shall not use an iron tool on them.

6“You shall build with Twhole stones the altar of the LORD your God, and offer burnt offerings on it to the LORD your God.

7“You shall offer peace offerings, and shall eat there, and Rrejoice before the LORD your God.

8“And you shall Rwrite very plainly on the stones all the words of this law.”

Admonition to Obey the Law

9Then Moses and the priests, the Levites, spoke to all Israel, saying, “Take heed and listen, O Israel: This day you have become the people of the LORD your God.

10“Therefore you shall obey the voice of the LORD your God, and observe His commandments and His statutes which I command you today.”

Proclamation of the Curses

11And Moses commanded the people on the same day, saying, 

12“These shall stand Ron Mount Gerizim to bless the people, when you have crossed over the Jordan: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin;

13“and Rthese shall stand on Mount Ebal to curse: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali.

14“And Rthe Levites shall speak with a loud voice and say to all the men of Israel:

15‘Cursed is the one who makes a carved or molded image, an abomination to the LORD, the work of the hands of the craftsman, and sets it up in secret.’

R“And all the people shall answer and say, ‘Amen!’

16R‘Cursed is the one who treats his father or his mother with contempt.’

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’

17R‘Cursed is the one who moves his neighbor’s landmark.’

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’

18R‘Cursed is the one who makes the blind to wander off the road.’

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’

19R‘Cursed is the one who perverts the justice due the stranger, the fatherless, and widow.’

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’

20R‘Cursed is the one who lies with his father’s wife, because he has uncovered his father’s bed.’

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’

21R‘Cursed is the one who lies with any kind of animal.’

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’

22R‘Cursed is the one who lies with his sister, the daughter of his father or the daughter of his mother.’

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’

23R‘Cursed is the one who lies with his mother-in-law.’

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’

24R‘Cursed is the one who attacks his neighbor secretly.’

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’

25R‘Cursed is the one who takes a bribe to slay an innocent person.’

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’

26R‘Cursed is the one who does not confirm all the words of this law by observing them.’

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’




CHAPTER 28

Promised Blessings for Obedience

1“Now it shall come to pass, Rif you diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments which I command you today, that the LORD your God Rwill set you high above all nations of the earth.

2“And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, because you obey the voice of the LORD your God:

3“Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the country.

4“Blessed shall be the fruit of your body, the produce of your ground and the increase of your herds, the increase of your cattle and the offspring of your flocks.

5“Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.

6R“Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.

7“The LORD will cause your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before your face; they shall come out against you one way and flee before you seven ways.

8“The LORD will Rcommand the blessing on you in your storehouses and in all to which you Rset your hand, and He will bless you in the land which the LORD your God is giving you.

9“The LORD will establish you as a holy people to Himself, just as He has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of the LORD your God and walk in His ways.

10“Then all peoples of the earth shall see that you are Rcalled by the name of the LORD, and they shall be afraid of you.

11“And the LORD will grant you plenty of goods, in the fruit of your body, in the increase of your livestock, and in the produce of your ground, in the land of which the LORD swore to your fathers to give you.

12“The LORD will open to you His good treasure, the heavens, Rto give the rain to your land in its season, and to bless all the work of your hand. You shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow.

13“And the LORD will make Ryou the head and not the tail; you shall be above only, and not be beneath, if you Theed the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you today, and are careful to observe them.

14R“So you shall not turn aside from any of the words which I command you this day, to the right or the left, to go after other gods to serve them.

Promised Curses for Disobedience

15“But it shall come to pass, Rif you do not obey the voice of the LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments and His statutes which I command you today, that all these curses will come upon you and overtake you:

16“Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the country.

17“Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.

18“Cursed shall be the fruit of your body and the produce of your land, the increase of your cattle and the offspring of your flocks.

19“Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when you go out.

20“The LORD will send on you Rcursing, Rconfusion, and Rrebuke in all that you set your hand to do, until you are destroyed and until you perish quickly, because of the wickedness of your doings in which you have forsaken Me.

21“The LORD will make the plague cling to you until He has consumed you from the land which you are going to possess.

22R“The LORD will strike you with consumption, with fever, with inflammation, with severe burning fever, with the sword, with scorching, and with mildew; they shall pursue you until you perish.

23“And Ryour heavens which are over your head shall be bronze, and the earth which is under you shall be iron.

24“The LORD will change the rain of your land to powder and dust; from the heaven it shall come down on you until you are destroyed.

25R“The LORD will cause you to be defeated before your enemies; you shall go out one way against them and flee seven ways before them; and you shall become troublesome to all the kingdoms of the earth.

26“Your carcasses shall be food for all the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and no one shall frighten them away.

27“The LORD will strike you with Rthe boils of Egypt, with Rtumors, with the scab, and with the itch, from which you cannot be healed.

28“The LORD will strike you with madness and blindness and confusion of heart.

29“And you shall Rgrope at noonday, as a blind man gropes in darkness; you shall not prosper in your ways; you shall be only oppressed and plundered continually, and no one shall save you.

30R“You shall betroth a wife, but another man shall lie with her; Ryou shall build a house, but you shall not dwell in it; Ryou shall plant a vineyard, but shall not gather its grapes.

31“Your ox shall be slaughtered before your eyes, but you shall not eat of it; your donkey shall be violently taken away from before you, and shall not be restored to you; your sheep shall be given to your enemies, and you shall have no one to rescue them.

32“Your sons and your daughters shall be given to Ranother people, and your eyes shall look and Rfail with longing for them all day long; and there shall be no strength in your Rhand.

33“A nation whom you have not known shall eat the fruit of your land and the produce of your labor, and you shall be only oppressed and crushed continually.

34“So you shall be driven mad because of the sight which your eyes see.

35“The LORD will strike you in the knees and on the legs with severe boils which cannot be healed, and from the sole of your foot to the top of your head.

36“The LORD will Rbring you and the king whom you set over you to a nation which neither you nor your fathers have known, and Rthere you shall serve other gods—wood and stone.

37“And you shall become an astonishment, a proverb, and a byword among all nations where the LORD will drive you.

38R“You shall carry much seed out to the field but gather little in, for Rthe locust shall Tconsume it.

39“You shall plant vineyards and tend them, but you shall neither drink of the Rwine nor gather the grapes; for the worms shall eat them.

40“You shall have olive trees throughout all your territory, but you shall not anoint yourself with the oil; for your olives shall drop off.

41“You shall beget sons and daughters, but they shall not be yours; for Rthey shall go into captivity.

42“Locusts shall Tconsume all your trees and the produce of your land.

43“The alien who is among you shall rise higher and higher above you, and you shall come down lower and lower.

44“He shall lend to you, but you shall not lend to him; he shall be the head, and you shall be the tail.

45“Moreover all these curses shall come upon you and pursue and overtake you, until you are destroyed, because you Tdid not obey the voice of the LORD your God, to keep His commandments and His statutes which He commanded you.

46“And they shall be upon Ryou for a sign and a wonder, and on your descendants forever.

47R“Because you did not serve the LORD your God with joy and gladness of heart, for the abundance of everything, 

48“therefore you shall serve your enemies, whom the LORD will send against you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in need of everything; and He will put a yoke of iron on your neck until He has destroyed you.

49R“The LORD will bring a nation against you from afar, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flies, a nation whose language you will not understand, 

50“a nation of fierce countenance, Rwhich does not respect the elderly nor show favor to the young.

51“And they shall eat the increase of your livestock and the produce of your land, until you are destroyed; they shall not leave you grain or new wine or oil, or the increase of your cattle or the offspring of your flocks, until they have destroyed you.

52“They shall besiege you at all your gates until your high and fortified walls, in which you trust, come down throughout all your land; and they shall besiege you at all your gates throughout all your land which the LORD your God has given you.

53R“You shall eat the fruit of your own body, the flesh of your sons and your daughters whom the LORD your God has given you, in the siege and desperate straits in which your enemy shall distress you.

54“The Tsensitive and very refined man among you Rwill be hostile toward his brother, toward Rthe wife of his bosom, and toward the rest of his children whom he leaves behind, 

55“so that he will not give any of them the flesh of his children whom he will eat, because he has nothing left in the siege and desperate straits in which your enemy shall distress you at all your gates.

56“The Ttender and Tdelicate woman among you, who would not venture to set the sole of her foot on the ground because of her delicateness and sensitivity, will refuse* to the husband of her bosom, and to her son and her daughter, 

57“her Tplacenta which comes out Rfrom between her feet and her children whom she bears; for she will eat them secretly for lack of everything in the siege and desperate straits in which your enemy shall distress you at all your gates.

58“If you do not carefully observe all the words of this law that are written in this book, that you may fear this glorious and awesome name, THE LORD YOUR GOD, 

59“then the LORD will bring upon you and your descendants Rextraordinary plagues—great and prolonged plagues—and serious and prolonged sicknesses.

60“Moreover He will bring back on you all the diseases of Egypt, of which you were afraid, and they shall cling to you.

61“Also every sickness and every plague, which is not written in this Book of the Law, will the LORD bring upon you until you are destroyed.

62“You shall be left few in number, whereas you were Ras the stars of heaven in multitude, because you would not obey the voice of the LORD your God.

63“And it shall be, that just as the LORD Rrejoiced over you to do you good and multiply you, so the LORD will rejoice over you to destroy you and bring you to nothing; and you shall be pluckedT from off the land which you go to possess.

64“Then the LORD Rwill scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other, and there you shall serve other gods, which neither you nor your fathers have known—wood and stone.

65“And Ramong those nations you shall find no rest, nor shall the sole of your foot have a resting place; Rbut there the LORD will give you a trembling heart, failing eyes, and Ranguish of soul.

66“Your life shall hang in doubt before you; you shall fear day and night, and have no assurance of life.

67“In the morning you shall say, ‘Oh, that it were evening!’ And at evening you shall say, ‘Oh, that it were morning!’ because of the fear which terrifies your heart, and because of the sight which your eyes see.

68“And the LORD Rwill take you back to Egypt in ships, by the way of which I said to you, R‘You shall never see it again.’ And there you shall be offered for sale to your enemies as male and female slaves, but no one will buy you.”




CHAPTER 29

The Covenant Is Based on the Power of God

1These are the words of the covenant which the LORD commanded Moses to make with the children of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the Rcovenant which He made with them in Horeb.

2Now Moses called all Israel and said to them: R“You have seen all that the LORD did before your eyes in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land—

3“the great trials which your eyes have seen, the signs, and those great wonders.

4“Yet Rthe LORD has not given you a heart to perceive and eyes to see and ears to hear, to this very day.

5R“And I have led you forty years in the wilderness. RYour clothes have not worn out on you, and your sandals have not worn out on your feet.

6“You have not eaten bread, nor have you drunk wine or similar drink, that you may know that I am the LORD your God.

7“And when you came to this place, RSihon king of Heshbon and Og king of Bashan came out against us to battle, and we conquered them.

8“We took their land and gave it as an inheritance to the Reubenites, to the Gadites, and to half the tribe of Manasseh.

9“Therefore Rkeep the words of this covenant, and do them, that you may Rprosper in all that you do.

Parties of the Covenant

10“All of you stand today before the LORD your God: your leaders and your tribes and your elders and your officers, all the men of Israel, 

11“your little ones and your wives—also the stranger who is in your camp, from Rthe one who cuts your wood to the one who draws your water—

12“that you may enter into covenant with the LORD your God, and Rinto His oath, which the LORD your God makes with you today, 

13“that He may Restablish you today as a people for Himself, and that He may be God to you, just as He has spoken to you, and just as He has sworn to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

14“I make this covenant and this oath, Rnot with you alone, 

15“but with him who stands here with us today before the LORD our God, as well as with him who is not here with us today

Scattering of Israel

16(for you know that we dwelt in the land of Egypt and that we came through the nations which you passed by, 

17and you saw their abominations and their idols which were among them—wood and stone and silver and gold);

18“so that there may not be among you man or woman or family or tribe, whose heart turns away today from the LORD our God, to go and serve the gods of these nations, and that there may not be among you a root bearing bitterness or wormwood;

19“and so it may not happen, when he hears the words of this curse, that he blesses himself in his heart, saying, ‘I shall have peace, even though I follow the dictates* of my heart’—as though the drunkard could be included with the sober.

20“The LORD would not spare him; for then the anger of the LORD and His jealousy would burn against that man, and every curse that is written in this book would settle on him, and the LORD would blot out his name from under heaven.

21“And the LORD would separate him from all the tribes of Israel for adversity, according to all the curses of the covenant that are written in this Book of the Law, 

22“so that the coming generation of your children who rise up after you, and the foreigner who comes from a far land, would say, when they Rsee the plagues of that land and the sicknesses which the LORD has laid on it:

23‘The whole land is brimstone, Rsalt, and burning; it is not sown, nor does it bear, nor does any grass grow there, like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, which the LORD overthrew in His anger and His wrath.’

24“All nations would say, R‘Why has the LORD done so to this land? What does the heat of this great anger mean?’

25“Then people would say: ‘Because they have forsaken the covenant of the LORD God of their fathers, which He made with them when He brought them out of the land of Egypt;

26‘for they went and served other gods and worshiped them, gods that they did not know and that He had not given to them.

27‘Then the anger of the LORD was aroused against this land, Rto bring on it every curse that is written in this book.

28‘And the LORD Ruprooted them from their land in anger, in wrath, and in great indignation, and cast them into another land, as it is this day.’

29“The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those things which are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.




CHAPTER 30

Restoration of Israel

1“Now it shall come to pass, when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse which I have set before you, and you call them to mind among all the nations where the LORD your God drives you, 

2“and you return to the LORD your God and obey His voice, according to all that I command you today, you and your children, with all your heart and with all your soul, 

3R“that the LORD your God will bring you back from captivity, and have compassion on you, and Rgather you again from all the nations where the LORD your God has scattered you.

4R“If any of you are driven out to the farthest parts under heaven, from there the LORD your God will gather you, and from there He will bring you.

5“Then the LORD your God will bring you to the land which your fathers possessed, and you shall possess it. He will prosper you and multiply you more than your fathers.

6“And Rthe LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.

7“Also the LORD your God will put all these curses on your enemies and on those who hate you, who persecuted you.

8“And you will Ragain obey the voice of the LORD and do all His commandments which I command you today.

9R“The LORD your God will make you abound in all the work of your hand, in the Tfruit of your body, in the increase of your livestock, and in the produce of your land for good. For the LORD will again Rrejoice over you for good as He rejoiced over your fathers, 

10“if you obey the voice of the LORD your God, to keep His commandments and His statutes which are written in this Book of the Law, and if you turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.

11“For this commandment which I command you today Ris Tnot too mysterious for you, nor is it far off.

12“It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend into heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’

13“Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’

14“But the word is very near you, Rin your mouth and in your heart, that you may do it.

15“See, RI have set before you today life and good, death and evil, 

16“in that I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the LORD your God will bless you in the land which you go to possess.

17“But if your heart turns away so that you do not hear, and are drawn away, and worship other gods and serve them, 

18R“I announce to you today that you shall surely perish; you shall not prolong your days in the land which you cross over the Jordan to go in and possess.

19R“I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that RI have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live;

20“that you may love the LORD your God, that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your Rlife and the length of your days; and that you may dwell in the land which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.”




CHAPTER 31

Moses Charges Joshua and Israel

1Then Moses went and spoke these words to all Israel.

2And he said to them: “I Ram one hundred and twenty years old today. I can no longer Rgo out and come in. Also the LORD has said to me, R‘You shall not cross over this Jordan.’

3“The LORD your God Himself crosses over before you; He will destroy these nations from before you, and you shall dispossess them. Joshua himself crosses over before you, just as the LORD has said.

4R“And the LORD will do to them Ras He did to Sihon and Og, the kings of the Amorites and their land, when He destroyed them.

5R“The LORD will give them over to you, that you may do to them according to every commandment which I have commanded you.

6“Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for the LORD your God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you.”

7Then Moses called Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, R“Be strong and of good courage, for you must go with this people to the land which the LORD has sworn to their fathers to give them, and you shall cause them to inherit it.

8“And the LORD, RHe is the One who goes before you. RHe will be with you, He will not leave you nor forsake you; do not fear nor be dismayed.”

9So Moses wrote this law and delivered it to the priests, the sons of Levi, Rwho bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and to all the elders of Israel. 

10And Moses commanded them, saying: “At the end of every seven years, at the appointed time in the Ryear of release, Rat the Feast of Tabernacles, 

11“when all Israel comes to Rappear before the LORD your God in the place which He chooses, Ryou shall read this law before all Israel in their hearing.

12R“Gather the people together, men and women and little ones, and the stranger who is within your gates, that they may hear and that they may learn to fear the LORD your God and carefully observe all the words of this law, 

13“and that their children, Rwho have not known it, Rmay hear and learn to fear the LORD your God as long as you live in the land which you cross the Jordan to possess.”

God Charges Israel

14Then the LORD said to Moses, R“Behold, the days approach when you must die; call Joshua, and present yourselves in the tabernacle of meeting, that RI may Tinaugurate him.” So Moses and Joshua went and presented themselves in the tabernacle of meeting.

15Now the LORD appeared at the tabernacle in a pillar of cloud, and the pillar of cloud stood above the door of the tabernacle.

16And the LORD said to Moses: “Behold, you will rest with your fathers; and this people will rise and Rplay the harlot with the gods of the foreigners of the land, where they go to be among them, and they will forsake Me and Rbreak My covenant which I have made with them. 

17“Then My anger shall be aroused against them in that day, and RI will forsake them, and I will Rhide My face from them, and they shall be devoured. And many evils and troubles shall befall them, so that they will say in that day, R‘Have not these evils come upon us because our God is not among us?’

18“And I will surely hide My face in that day because of all the evil which they have done, in that they have turned to other gods.

19“Now therefore, write down this song for yourselves, and teach it to the children of Israel; put it in their mouths, that this song may be Ra witness for Me against the children of Israel.

20“When I have brought them to the land flowing with milk and honey, of which I swore to their fathers, and they have eaten and filled themselves Rand grown fat, Rthen they will turn to other gods and serve them; and they will provoke Me and break My covenant.

21“Then it shall be, when many evils and troubles have come upon them, that this song will testify against them as a witness; for it will not be forgotten in the mouths of their descendants, for RI know the inclination Rof their behavior today, even before I have brought them to the land of which I swore to give them.”

The Book of the Law Is Deposited

22Therefore Moses wrote this song the same day, and taught it to the children of Israel.

23RThen He inaugurated Joshua the son of Nun, and said, R“Be strong and of good courage; for you shall bring the children of Israel into the land of which I swore to them, and I will be with you.”

24So it was, when Moses had completed writing the words of this law in a book, when they were finished, 

25that Moses commanded the Levites, who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD, saying:

26“Take this Book of the Law, Rand put it beside the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there Ras a witness against you;

27“for I know your rebellion and your stiff neck. If today, while I am yet alive with you, you have been rebellious against the LORD, then how much more after my death?

28“Gather to me all the elders of your tribes, and your officers, that I may speak these words in their hearing and call heaven and earth to witness against them.

29“For I know that after my death you will Rbecome utterly corrupt, and turn aside from the way which I have commanded you. And Revil will befall you in the latter days, because you will do evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke Him to anger through the work of your hands.”

30Then Moses spoke in the hearing of all the assembly of Israel the words of this song until they were ended:




CHAPTER 32

The Song of Moses

1“Give Rear, O heavens, and I will speak;

And hear, O Rearth, the words of my mouth.

2Let my Tteaching drop as the rain, 

My speech distill as the dew, 

RAs raindrops on the tender herb, 

And as showers on the grass.

3For I proclaim the name of the LORD:

Ascribe greatness to our God.

4He is Rthe Rock, His work is perfect;

For all His ways are justice, 

RA God of truth and without injustice;

Righteous and upright is He.

5“TheyR have corrupted themselves;

They are not His children, 

Because of their blemish:

A perverse and crooked generation.

6Do you thus deal with the LORD

O foolish and unwise people?

Is He not Ryour Father, who Rbought you? 

Has He not Rmade you and established you?

7“RememberR the days of old, 

Consider the years of many generations.

Ask your father, and he will show you;

Your elders, and they will tell you:

8When the Most High Rdivided their inheritance to the nations, 

When He Rseparated the sons of Adam, 

He set the boundaries of the peoples

According to the number of the children of Israel.

9For the LORD’s portion is His people;

Jacob is the place of His inheritance.

10“He found him Rin a desert land

And in the wasteland, a howling wilderness;

He encircled him, He instructed him, 

He kept him as the apple of His eye.

11RAs an eagle stirs up its nest, 

Hovers over its young, 

Spreading out its wings, taking them up, 

Carrying them on its wings, 

12So the LORD alone led him, 

And there was no foreign god with him.

13“HeR made him ride in the heights of the earth, 

That he might eat the produce of the fields;

He made him draw honey from the rock, 

And oil from the flinty rock;

14Curds from the cattle, and milk of the flock, 

RWith fat of lambs;

And rams of the breed of Bashan, and goats, 

With the choicest wheat;

And you drank wine, the Rblood of the grapes. 

15“But Jeshurun grew fat and kicked;

RYou grew fat, you grew thick, 

You are obese!

Then he Rforsook God who Rmade him, 

And scornfully esteemed the Rock of his salvation.

16RThey provoked Him to jealousy with foreign gods;

With Tabominations they provoked Him to anger.

17RThey sacrificed to demons, not to God, 

To gods they did not know, 

To new gods, new arrivals

That your fathers did not fear.

18ROf the Rock who begot you, you are unmindful, 

And have Rforgotten the God who fathered you.

19“AndR when the LORD saw it, He spurned them, 

Because of the provocation of His sons and His daughters.

20And He said: ‘I will hide My face from them, 

I will see what their end will be, 

For they are a perverse generation, 

Children in whom is no faith.

21RThey have provoked Me to jealousy by what is not God;

They have moved Me to anger Rby their foolish idols.

But RI will provoke them to jealousy by those who are not a nation;

I will move them to anger by a foolish nation.

22For Ra fire is kindled in My anger, 

And shall burn to the Tlowest Thell;

It shall consume the earth with her increase, 

And set on fire the foundations of the mountains.

23‘I will heap disasters on them;

I will spend My arrows on them.

24They shall be wasted with hunger, 

Devoured by pestilence and bitter destruction;

I will also send against them the Rteeth of beasts, 

With the poison of serpents of the dust.

25The sword shall destroy outside;

There shall be terror within

For the young man and virgin, 

The nursing child with the man of gray hairs.

26RI would have said, “I will dash them in pieces, 

I will make the memory of them to cease from among men, ”

27Had I not feared the wrath of the enemy, 

Lest their adversaries should misunderstand, 

Lest they should say, R“Our hand is high;

And it is not the LORD who has done all this.”’

28“For they are a nation void of counsel, 

Nor is there any understanding in them.

29ROh, that they were wise, that they understood this, 

That they would consider their Rlatter end!

30How could one chase a thousand, 

And two put ten thousand to flight, 

Unless their Rock had sold them, 

And the LORD had surrendered them?

31For their rock is not like our Rock, 

REven our enemies themselves being judges.

32For Rtheir vine is of the vine of Sodom

And of the fields of Gomorrah;

Their grapes are grapes of gall, 

Their clusters are bitter.

33Their wine is the poison of serpents, 

And the cruel venom of cobras.

34‘Is this not laid up in store with Me, 

Sealed up among My treasures?

35RVengeance is Mine, and recompense;

Their foot shall slip in due time;

RFor the day of their calamity is at hand, 

And the things to come hasten upon them.’

36“ForR the LORD will judge His people

RAnd have compassion on His servants, 

When He sees that their power is gone, 

And Rthere is no one remaining, bond or free.

37He will say: ‘Where are their gods, 

The rock in which they sought refuge?

38Who ate the fat of their sacrifices, 

And drank the wine of their drink offering?

Let them rise and help you, 

And be your refuge.

39‘Now see that RI, even I, am He, 

And Rthere is no God besides Me;

I kill and I make alive;

I wound and I heal;

Nor is there any who can deliver from My hand.

40For I raise My hand to heaven, 

And say, “As I live forever, 

41If I Twhet My glittering sword, 

And My hand takes hold on judgment, 

I will render vengeance to My enemies, 

And repay those who hate Me.

42I will make My arrows drunk with blood, 

And My sword shall devour flesh, 

With the blood of the slain and the captives, 

From the heads of the leaders of the enemy.”’

43“Rejoice, R O Gentiles, with His people;*

For He will Ravenge the blood of His servants, 

And render vengeance to His adversaries;

He Rwill provide atonement for His land and His people.”

44So Moses came with Joshua* the son of Nun and spoke all the words of this song in the hearing of the people.

45Moses finished speaking all these words to all Israel, 

46and he said to them: R“Set your hearts on all the words which I testify among you today, which you shall command your Rchildren to be careful to observe—all the words of this law.

47“For it is not a futile thing for you, because it is your life, and by this word you shall prolong your days in the land which you cross over the Jordan to possess.”

Moses Is Ordered to Mount Nebo

48Then the LORD spoke to Moses that very same day, saying:

49R“Go up this mountain of the Abarim, Mount Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, across from Jericho; view the land of Canaan, which I give to the children of Israel as a possession;

50“and die on the mountain which you ascend, and be gathered to your people, just as Aaron your brother died on Mount Hor and was gathered to his people;

51“because Ryou trespassed against Me among the children of Israel at the waters of Meribah Kadesh, in the Wilderness of Zin, because you did not hallow Me in the midst of the children of Israel.

52“Yet you shall see the land before you, though you shall not go there, into the land which I am giving to the children of Israel.”




CHAPTER 33

Moses Blesses the Tribes

1Now this is Rthe blessing with which Moses Rthe man of God blessed the children of Israel before his death.

2And he said:

R“The LORD came from Sinai, 

And dawned on them from RSeir;

He shone forth from RMount Paran, 

And He came with Rten thousands of saints;

From His right hand

Came a fiery law for them.

3Yes, RHe loves the people;

All His saints are in Your hand;

They Rsit down at Your feet;

Everyone receives Your words.

4Moses commanded a law for us, 

A heritage of the congregation of Jacob.

5And He was RKing in RJeshurun, 

When the leaders of the people were gathered, 

All the tribes of Israel together.

6“Let RReuben live, and not die, 

Nor let his men be few.”

7And this he said of Judah:

“Hear, LORD, the voice of Judah, 

And bring him to his people;

RLet his hands be sufficient for him, 

And may You be Ra help against his enemies.” 

8And of RLevi he said:

R“Let Your Thummim and Your Urim be with Your holy one, 

RWhom You tested at Massah, 

And with whom You contended at the waters of Meribah, 

9Who says of his father and mother, 

‘I have not Rseen them’;

RNor did he acknowledge his brothers, 

Or know his own children;

For Rthey have observed Your word

And kept Your covenant.

10RThey shall teach Jacob Your judgments, 

And Israel Your law.

They shall put incense before You, 

RAnd a whole burnt sacrifice on Your altar.

11Bless his substance, LORD, 

And Raccept the work of his hands;

Strike the loins of those who rise against him, 

And of those who hate him, that they rise not again.”

12Of Benjamin he said:

“The beloved of the LORD shall dwell in safety by Him, 

Who shelters him all the day long;

And he shall dwell between His shoulders.”

13And of Joseph he said:

R“Blessed of the LORD is his land, 

With the precious things of heaven, with the Rdew, 

And the deep lying beneath, 

14With the precious fruits of the sun, 

With the precious produce of the months, 

15With the best things of Rthe ancient mountains, 

With the precious things Rof the everlasting hills, 

16With the precious things of the earth and its fullness, 

And the favor of RHim who dwelt in the bush.

Let the blessing come ‘on the head of Joseph, 

And on the crown of the head of him who was separate from his brothers.’*

17His glory is like a Rfirstborn bull, 

And his horns like the Rhorns of the wild ox;

Together with them

RHe shall push the peoples

To the ends of the earth;

RThey are the ten thousands of Ephraim, 

And they are the thousands of Manasseh.”

18And of Zebulun he said:

“Rejoice, Zebulun, in your going out, 

And Issachar in your tents!

19They shall Rcall the peoples to the mountain;

There Rthey shall offer sacrifices of righteousness;

For they shall partake of the abundance of the seas

And of treasures hidden in the sand.”

20And of Gad he said:

“Blessed is he who Renlarges Gad;

He dwells as a lion, 

And tears the arm and the crown of his head.

21RHe provided the first part for himself, 

Because a lawgiver’s portion was reserved there.

He came with the heads of the people;

He administered the justice of the LORD, 

And His judgments with Israel.”

22And of Dan he said:

“Dan is a lion’s whelp;

RHe shall leap from Bashan.”

23And of Naphtali he said:

“O Naphtali, satisfied with favor, 

And full of the blessing of the LORD, 

Possess the west and the south.”

24And of Asher he said:

RAsher is most blessed of sons;

Let him be favored by his brothers, 

And let him Rdip his foot in oil.

25Your sandals shall be iron and bronze;

As your days, so shall your strength be.

26“There is Rno one like the God of RJeshurun, 

Who rides the heavens to help you, 

And in His excellency on the clouds.

27The eternal God is your Rrefuge, 

And underneath are the everlasting arms;

RHe will thrust out the enemy from before you, 

And will say, ‘Destroy!’

28Then Israel shall dwell in safety, 

The fountain of Jacob alone, 

In a land of grain and new wine;

His heavens shall also drop dew.

29RHappy are you, O Israel!

RWho is like you, a people saved by the LORD, 

RThe shield of your help

And the sword of your majesty!

Your enemies shall submit to you, 

And Ryou shall tread down their Thigh places.”




CHAPTER 34

Moses Views the Promised Land

1Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab Rto Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is across from Jericho. And the LORD showed him all the land of Gilead as far as Dan, 

2all Naphtali and the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western Sea, *

3the South, and the plain of the Valley of Jericho, Rthe city of palm trees, as far as Zoar.

4Then the LORD said to him, R“This is the land of which I swore to give Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ RI have caused you to see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross over there.”

Moses Dies and Is Mourned

5RSo Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD.

6And He buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth Peor; but Rno one knows his grave to this day.

7Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when he died. His eyes were not dim nor his natural vigor diminished.

8And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab Rthirty days. So the days of weeping and mourning for Moses ended.

Moses Is Replaced by Joshua

9Now Joshua the son of Nun was full of the Rspirit of wisdom, for RMoses had laid his hands on him; so the children of Israel heeded him, and did as the LORD had commanded Moses.

Moses Is Extolled in Israel

10But since then there Rhas not arisen in Israel a prophet like Moses, Rwhom the LORD knew face to face, 

11in all Rthe signs and wonders which the LORD sent him to do in the land of Egypt, before Pharaoh, before all his servants, and in all his land, 

12and by all that mighty power and all the great terror which Moses performed in the sight of all Israel.




The Book of Joshua
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THE BOOK OF JOSHUA

Joshua, the first of the twelve historical books (Joshua—Esther), forges a link between the Pentateuch and the remainder of Israel’s history. Through three major military campaigns involving more than thirty enemy armies, the people of Israel learn a crucial lesson under Joshua’s capable leadership: victory comes through faith in God and obedience to His word, rather than through military might or numerical superiority.

The title of this book is appropriately named after its central figure, Joshua. His original name is Hoshea, “Salvation” (Num. 13:8); but Moses evidently changes it to Yehoshua (Num. 13:16), “Yahweh Is Salvation.” He is also called Yeshua, a shortened form of Yehoshua. This is the Hebrew equivalent of the Greek name Iesous (“Jesus”). Thus, the Greek title given to the book in the Septuagint is Iesous Naus, “Joshua the Son of Nun.” The Latin title is Liber Josue, the “Book of Joshua.”

His name is symbolic of the fact that, although he is the leader of the Israelite nation during the conquest, the Lord is the Conqueror.
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THE AUTHOR OF JOSHUA

Although it cannot be proven, Jewish tradition seems correct in assigning the authorship of this book to Joshua himself. Joshua 24:26 makes this clear statement: “Then Joshua wrote these words in the Book of the Law of God.” This refers at least to Joshua’s farewell charge, if not to the book as a whole (see also 18:9). Joshua, as Israel’s leader and an eyewitness of most of the events, was the person best qualified to write the book. He even uses the first person in one place (5:6, “us”; “we” appears in some manuscripts of 5:1). The book was written soon after the events occurred: Rahab was still alive (6:25). Other evidences for early authorship are the detailed information about Israel’s campaigns and use of the ancient names of Canaanite cities.

The unity of style and organization suggests a single authorship for the majority of the book. Three small portions, however, must have been added after Joshua’s death. These are: (1) Othniel’s capture of Kirjath Sepher (15:13–19; cf. Judg. 1:9–15), (2) Dan’s migration to the north (19:47; cf. Judg. 18:27–29), and (3) Joshua’s death and burial (24:29–33). These may have been inserted early in the time of the judges by Eleazer the priest and his son Phinehas (24:33).

Joshua, born a slave in Egypt, becomes a conqueror in Canaan. He serves as personal attendant to Moses, as one of the twelve spies (of whom only he and Caleb believed God), and as Moses’ successor. His outstanding qualities are obedient faith, courage, and dedication to God and His word.
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THE TIME OF JOSHUA

Joshua divides neatly into three geographical settings: (1) the Jordan River (1–5); (2) Canaan (6–13:7); and (3) the twelve tribes situated on both sides of the Jordan (13:8–24:33).

The setting of the first five chapters begins east of the Jordan as Joshua replaces Moses, crosses the Jordan on dry land, and finally prepares for war west of the Jordan.

Like a wise general, Joshua utilizes the divide-and-conquer strategy; and his campaign leads him to central Canaan (6–8), southern Canaan (9 and 10), and finally to northern Canaan (11 and 12).

After listing those areas yet to be conquered (13:1–7), Joshua undertakes the long task of dividing the Promised Land to all the tribes. First, he settles those two-and-a-half tribes east of the Jordan (13:8–33) and then the nine-and-a-half tribes west of the Jordan (14:1–19:51). Completing this, he is free to assign the six Cities of Refuge and the forty-eight Cities of Levites, which are scattered among all the tribes.

The Book of Joshua cannot be dated precisely, but utilizing the same threefold division noted above, the following dates can be assigned:


A.One month, March–April, 1405 B.C. Josh. (1–5)

1. Death of Moses, March 1405 B.C. (Deut. 34:5–9)

2. Crossing the Jordan, April 10, 1405 B.C. (Josh. 4:19)

B. Seven years, April 1405–1398 B.C. Josh. (6:1–13:7)

1. Caleb forty years old at Kadesh (Josh. 14:7)

2. Caleb eighty-five years old at that time (Josh. 14:10)

Note: forty-five years less thirty-eight years of wandering leaves seven years.

C. Eight years, 1398/7–1390 B.C. (Josh. 13:8–24)


1. Division begun, 1398/7 B.C. (Josh. 14:7–10)

2. Joshua dies at 110, c. 1390 B.C. (Josh. 24:29)
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THE CHRIST OF JOSHUA

Although there are no direct messianic prophecies in the book, Joshua is clearly a type of Christ. His name Yeshua (“Yahweh Is Salvation”) is the Hebrew equivalent of the name “Jesus.” In his role of triumphantly leading his people into their possessions, he foreshadows the One who will bring “many sons to glory” (Heb. 2:10). “Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ” (2 Cor. 2:14; see Rom. 8:37). Joshua succeeds Moses and wins the victory unreached by Moses. Christ will succeed the Mosaic Law and win the victory unreachable by the Law (John 1:17; Rom. 8:2–4; Gal. 3:23–25; Heb. 7:18, 19).

The “Commander of the army of the LORD” (5:13–15) met by Joshua is evidently a preincarnate appearance of Christ (cf. Josh. 5:15 with Ex. 3:2).

Rahab’s scarlet cord portrays safety through the blood (Heb. 9:19–22); and amazingly, this Gentile woman is found in Christ’s genealogy (Matt. 1:5).
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KEYS TO JOSHUA

Key Word: Conquest—The entire Book of Joshua describes the entering, conquering, and occupying of the land of Canaan. The book begins with a statement of the promise of conquest, “Moses My servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan … Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you” (1:2, 3) and ends with the completion of conquest “that not one thing has failed of all the good things which the LORD your God spoke concerning you. All have come to pass for you; not one word of them has failed” (23:14).

Key Verses: Joshua 1:8; 11:23—“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success” (1:8).

“So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the LORD had said to Moses; and Joshua gave it as an inheritance to Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. Then the land rested from war” (11:23).

Key Chapter: Joshua 24—Some of the most critical periods in Israel’s history are the transitions of leadership: Moses to Joshua; Joshua to the judges; the judges to the kings, and so on. Before his death and in preparation for a major transition of leadership by one man (Joshua) to many (the judges), Joshua reviews for the people God’s fulfillment of His promises and then challenges them to review their commitment to the covenant (24:24, 25), which is the foundation for all successful national life.
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SURVEY OF JOSHUA

Joshua resumes the narrative where Deuteronomy left off, and takes Israel from the wilderness to the Promised Land. Israel has now reached its climactic point of fulfilling the centuries-old promise in Genesis of a homeland. The first half of Joshua (1:1–13:7) describes the seven-year conquest of the land, and the second half (13:8–24:33) gives the details of the division and settlement of the land.

Conquest (1:1–13:7): The first five chapters record the spiritual, moral, physical, and military preparation of Joshua and the people for the impending conquest of Canaan. Joshua is given a charge by God to complete the task begun by Moses (1:2). After being encouraged by God, Joshua sends out two spies who come back with a favorable report (in contrast to the spies of the previous generation). Obedience and faith are united in the miraculous crossing of the Jordan River (3:1–4:24).

Joshua’s campaign in central Canaan (6:1–8:35) places a strategic wedge between the northern and southern cities preventing a massive Canaanite alliance against Israel. This divide-and-conquer strategy proves effective, but God’s directions for taking the first city (Jericho) sound like foolishness from a military point of view. The Lord uses this to test the people and to teach them that Israel’s success in battle will always be by His power and not their own might or cleverness. Sin must be dealt with at once because it brings severe consequences and defeat at Ai (7:1–26).

The southern and northern campaigns (9:1–13:7) are also successful, but an unwise oath made to the deceptive Gibeonites forces Israel to protect them and to disobey God’s command to eliminate the Canaanites.

Settlement (13:8–24:33): Joshua is growing old, and God tells him to divide the land among the twelve tribes. Much remains to be won, and the tribes are to continue the conquest by faith after Joshua’s death. Joshua 13:8–21:45 describes the allocation of the land to the various tribes as well as the inheritances of Caleb (14 and 15) and the Levites (21).

The last chapters (22:1–24:33) record the conditions for continued successful settlement in Canaan. Access to God, as well as His forgiveness, come only through the divinely established sacrificial system; and civil war almost breaks out when the eastern tribes build an altar that is misinterpreted by the western tribes.

Realizing that blessing comes from God only as Israel obeys His covenant, Joshua preaches a moving sermon, climaxed by Israel’s renewal of her allegiance to the covenant.
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CHAPTER 1

Joshua Is Commissioned by God

1After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, it came to pass that the LORD spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ Rassistant, saying:

2R“Moses My servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them—the children of Israel.

3R“Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.

4R“From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the River Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your territory.

5R“No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; Ras I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you.

6R“Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall Tdivide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them.

7“Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law Rwhich Moses My servant commanded you; Rdo not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go.

8R“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.

9R“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; Rdo not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”

Joshua Commands the Tribes West of the Jordan

10Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying, 

11“Pass through the camp and command the people, saying, ‘Prepare provisions for yourselves, for Rwithin three days you will cross over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land which the LORD your God is giving you to possess.’”

Joshua Commands the Tribes East of the Jordan

12And to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh Joshua spoke, saying, 

13“Remember Rthe word which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying, ‘The LORD your God is giving you rest and is giving you this land.’

14“Your wives, your little ones, and your livestock shall remain in the land which Moses gave you on this side of the Jordan. But you shall pass before your brethren armed, all your mighty men of valor, and help them, 

15“until the LORD has given your brethren rest, as He gave you, and they also have taken possession of the land which the LORD your God is giving them. RThen you shall return to the land of your possession and enjoy it, which Moses the LORD’s servant gave you on this side of the Jordan toward the sunrise.”

Joshua Is Accepted by Israel

16So they answered Joshua, saying, “All that you command us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go.

17“Just as we heeded Moses in all things, so we will heed you. Only the LORD your God be with you, as He was with Moses.

18“Whoever rebels against your command and does not heed your words, in all that you command him, shall be put to death. Only be strong and of good courage.”




CHAPTER 2

The Faith of Rahab

1Now Joshua the son of Nun sent out two men Rfrom Acacia Grove* to spy secretly, saying, “Go, view the land, especially Jericho.” So they went, and Rcame to the house of a harlot named RRahab, and lodged there.

2And Rit was told the king of Jericho, saying, “Behold, men have come here tonight from the children of Israel to search out the country.”

3So the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have come to you, who have entered your house, for they have come to search out all the country.”

4RThen the woman took the two men and hid them. So she said, “Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know where they were from.

5“And it happened as the gate was being shut, when it was dark, that the men went out. Where the men went I do not know; pursue them quickly, for you may overtake them.”

6(But she had brought them up to the roof and hidden them with the stalks of flax, which she had laid in order on the roof.)

7Then the men pursued them by the road to the Jordan, to the fords. And as soon as those who pursued them had gone out, they shut the gate.

8Now before they lay down, she came up to them on the roof, 

9and said to the men: R“I know that the LORD has given you the land, that Rthe terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land are fainthearted because of you.

10“For we have heard how the LORD Rdried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were on the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed.

11“And as soon as we Rheard these things, our hearts melted; neither did there remain any more courage in anyone because of you, for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.

12“Now therefore, I beg you, Rswear to me by the LORD, since I have shown you kindness, that you also will show kindness to Rmy father’s house, and Rgive me a true token, 

13“and spare my father, my mother, my brothers, my sisters, and all that they have, and deliver our lives from death.”

14So the men answered her, “Our lives for yours, if none of you tell this business of ours. And it shall be, when the LORD has given us the land, that Rwe will deal kindly and truly with you.”

15Then she let them down by a rope through the window, for her house was on the city wall; she dwelt on the wall.

16And she said to them, “Get to the mountain, lest the pursuers meet you. Hide there three days, until the pursuers have returned. Afterward you may go your way.”

17So the men said to her: “We will be Rblameless of this oath of yours which you have made us swear, 

18R“unless, when we come into the land, you bind this line of scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down, Rand unless you bring your father, your mother, your brothers, and all your father’s household to your own home.

19“So it shall be that whoever goes outside the doors of your house into the street, his blood shall be on his own head, and we will be guiltless. And whoever is with you in the house, Rhis blood shall be on our head if a hand is laid on him.

20“And if you tell this business of ours, then we will be Tfree from your oath which you made us swear.”

21Then she said, “According to your words, so be it.” And she sent them away, and they departed. And she bound the scarlet cord in the window.

The Faith of the Spies

22They departed and went to the mountain, and stayed there three days until the pursuers returned. The pursuers sought them all along the way, but did not find them.

23So the two men returned, descended from the mountain, and crossed over; and they came to Joshua the son of Nun, and told him all that had befallen them.

24And they said to Joshua, “Truly the LORD has delivered all the land into our hands, for indeed all the inhabitants of the country are fainthearted because of us.”




CHAPTER 3

The Miraculous Crossing of the Jordan

1Then Joshua rose early in the morning; and they set out Rfrom Acacia Grove* and came to the Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they crossed over.

2So it was, Rafter three days, that the officers went through the camp;

3and they commanded the people, saying, R“When you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the priests, the Levites, bearing it, then you shall set out from your place and go after it.

4R“Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure. Do not come near it, that you may know the way by which you must go, for you have not passed this way before.”

5And Joshua said to the people, R“Sanctify yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you.”

6Then Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, R“Take up the ark of the covenant and cross over before the people.” So they took up the ark of the covenant and went before the people.

7And the LORD said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to Rexalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with you.

8“You shall command Rthe priests who bear the ark of the covenant, saying, ‘When you have come to the edge of the water of the Jordan, Ryou shall stand in the Jordan.’”

9So Joshua said to the children of Israel, “Come here, and hear the words of the LORD your God.”

10And Joshua said, “By this you shall know that Rthe living God is among you, and that He will without fail Rdrive out from before you the RCanaanites and the Hittites and the Hivites and the Perizzites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Jebusites:

11“Behold, the ark of the covenant of Rthe Lord of all the earth is crossing over before you into the Jordan.

12“Now therefore, Rtake for yourselves twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one man from every tribe.

13“And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of the feet of the priests who bear the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, that the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off, the waters that come down from upstream, and they shall stand as a heap.”

14So it was, when the people set out from their camp to cross over the Jordan, with the priests bearing the Rark of the covenant before the people, 

15and as those who bore the ark came to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests who bore the ark dipped in the edge of the water (for the RJordan overflows all its banks during the whole time of harvest), 

16that the waters which came down from upstream stood still, and rose in a heap very far away at Adam, the city that is beside RZaretan. So the waters that went down into the Sea of the Arabah, Rthe Salt Sea, failed, and were cut off; and the people crossed over opposite Jericho.

17Then the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan; Rand all Israel crossed over on dry ground, until all the people had crossed completely over the Jordan.




CHAPTER 4

The Memorial of the Crossing

1And it came to pass, when all the people had completely crossed over the Jordan, that the LORD spoke to Joshua, saying:

2“Take for yourselves twelve men from the people, one man from every tribe, 

3“and command them, saying, ‘Take for yourselves twelve stones from here, out of the midst of the Jordan, from the place where the priests’ feet stood firm. You shall carry them over with you and leave them in the lodging place where you lodge tonight.’”

4Then Joshua called the twelve men whom he had appointed from the children of Israel, one man from every tribe;

5and Joshua said to them: “Cross over before the ark of the LORD your God into the midst of the Jordan, and each one of you take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the children of Israel, 

6“that this may be a sign among you when your children ask in time to come, saying, ‘What do these stones mean to you?’

7“Then you shall answer them that Rthe waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD; when it crossed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. And these stones shall be for Ra memorial to the children of Israel forever.”

8And the children of Israel did so, just as Joshua commanded, and took up twelve stones from the midst of the Jordan, as the LORD had spoken to Joshua, according to the number of the tribes of the children of Israel, and carried them over with them to the place where they lodged, and laid them down there.

9Then Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of the Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests who bore the ark of the covenant stood; and they are there to this day.

10So the priests who bore the ark stood in the midst of the Jordan until everything was finished that the LORD had commanded Joshua to speak to the people, according to all that Moses had commanded Joshua; and the people hurried and crossed over.

11Then it came to pass, when all the people had completely crossed over, that the Rark of the LORD and the priests crossed over in the presence of the people.

12And the men of Reuben, the men of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh crossed over armed before the children of Israel, as Moses had spoken to them.

13About forty thousand Tprepared for war crossed over before the LORD for battle, to the plains of Jericho.

14On that day the LORD RexaltedT Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they feared him, as they had feared Moses, all the days of his life.

15Then the LORD spoke to Joshua, saying, 

16“Command the priests who bear Rthe ark of the Testimony to come up from the Jordan.”

17Joshua therefore commanded the priests, saying, “Come up from the Jordan.”

18And it came to pass, when the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD had come from the midst of the Jordan, and the soles of the priests’ feet touched the dry land, that the waters of the Jordan returned to their place Rand overflowed all its banks as before.

19Now the people came up from the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they camped Rin Gilgal on the east border of Jericho.

20And Rthose twelve stones which they took out of the Jordan, Joshua set up in Gilgal.

21Then he spoke to the children of Israel, saying: R“When your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, ‘What are these stones?’

22“then you shall let your children know, saying, R‘Israel crossed over this Jordan on Rdry land’;

23“for the LORD your God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you until you had crossed over, as the LORD your God did to the Red Sea, Rwhich He dried up before us until we had crossed over, 

24R“that all the peoples of the earth may know the hand of the LORD, that it is Rmighty, that you may Rfear the LORD your God forever.”




CHAPTER 5

The Canaanites Fear Israel

1So it was, when all the kings of the Amo rites who were on the west side of the Jordan, and all the kings of the Canaanites Rwho were by the sea, heard that the LORD had dried up the waters of the Jordan from before the children of Israel until we* had crossed over, that their heart melted; and there was no spirit in them any longer because of the children of Israel.

Circumcision Is Practiced

2At that time the LORD said to Joshua, “Make Rflint knives for yourself, and circumcise the sons of Israel again the second time.”

3So Joshua made flint knives for himself, and circumcised the sons of Israel at the hill of the foreskins.*

4And this is the reason why Joshua circumcised them: All the people who came out of Egypt who were males, all the men of war, had died in the wilderness on the way, after they had come out of Egypt.

5For all the people who came out had been circumcised, but all the people born in the wilderness, on the way as they came out of Egypt, had not been circumcised.

6For the children of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, till all the people who were men of war, who came out of Egypt, were consumed, because they did not obey the voice of the LORD—to whom the LORD swore that RHe would not show them the land which the LORD had sworn to their fathers that He would give us, “a land flowing with milk and honey.”*

7Then Joshua circumcised Rtheir sons whom He raised up in their place; for they were uncircumcised, because they had not been circumcised on the way.

8So it was, when they had finished circumcising all the people, that they stayed in their places in the camp Rtill they were healed.

9Then the LORD said to Joshua, “This day I have rolled away Rthe reproach of Egypt from you.” Therefore the name of the place is called Gilgal* to this day.

Passover Is Celebrated

10Now the children of Israel camped in Gilgal, and kept the Passover Ron the fourteenth day of the month at twilight on the plains of Jericho.

11And they ate of the produce of the land on the day after the Passover, unleavened bread and Tparched grain, on the very same day.

From Manna to Corn

12Then Rthe manna ceased on the day after they had eaten the produce of the land; and the children of Israel no longer had manna, but they ate the food of the land of Canaan that year.

The Commander of the Lord Appears

13And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, a Man stood opposite him with His sword drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, “Are You for us or for our adversaries?”

14So He said, “No, but as Commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.” And Joshua Rfell on his face to the earth and Rworshiped, and said to Him, “What does my Lord say to His servant?”

15Then the Commander of the LORD’s army said to Joshua, R“Take your sandal off your foot, for the place where you stand is holy.” And Joshua did so.




CHAPTER 6

Victory at Jericho

1Now RJericho was securely shut up because of the children of Israel; none went out, and none came in.

2And the LORD said to Joshua: “See! I have given Jericho into your hand, its Rking, and the mighty men of valor.

3“You shall march around the city, all you men of war; you shall go all around the city once. This you shall do six days.

4“And seven priests shall bear seven Rtrumpets of rams’ horns before the ark. But the seventh day you shall march around the city Rseven times, and Rthe priests shall blow the trumpets.

5“It shall come to pass, when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, that all the people shall shout with a great shout; then the wall of the city will fall down flat. And the people shall go up every man straight before him.”

6Then Joshua the son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD.”

7And he said to the people, “Proceed, and march around the city, and let him who is armed advance before the ark of the LORD.”

8So it was, when Joshua had spoken to the people, that the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the LORD advanced and blew the trumpets, and the ark of the covenant of the LORD followed them.

9The armed men went before the priests who blew the trumpets, Rand the rear guard came after the ark, while the priests continued blowing the trumpets.

10Now Joshua had commanded the people, saying, “You shall not shout or make any noise with your voice, nor shall a word proceed out of your mouth, until the day I say to you, ‘Shout!’ Then you shall shout.”

11So he had the ark of the LORD circle the city, going around it once. Then they came into the camp and lodged in the camp.

12And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the LORD.

13Then seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD went on continually and blew with the trumpets. And the armed men went before them. But the rear guard came after the ark of the LORD, while the priests continued blowing the trumpets.

14And the second day they marched around the city once and returned to the camp. So they did six days.

15But it came to pass on the seventh day that they rose early, about the dawning of the day, and marched around the city seven times in the same manner. On that day only they marched around the city seven times.

16And the seventh time it happened, when the priests blew the trumpets, that Joshua said to the people: “Shout, for the LORD has given you the city!

17“Now the city shall be doomed by the LORD to destruction, it and all who are in it. Only RRahab the harlot shall live, she and all who are with her in the house, because she hid the messengers that we sent. 

18“And you, Rby all means abstain from the accursed things, lest you become accursed when you take of the accursed things, and make the camp of Israel a curse, Rand trouble it.

19“But all the silver and gold, and vessels of bronze and iron, are Tconsecrated to the LORD; they Tshall come into the treasury of the LORD.”

20So the people shouted when the priests blew the trumpets. And it happened when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that Rthe wall fell down flat. Then the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the city.

21And they Rutterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, ox and sheep and donkey, with the edge of the sword.

22But Joshua had said to the two men who had spied out the country, “Go into the harlot’s house, and from there bring out the woman and all that she has, Ras you swore to her.”

23And the young men who had been spies went in and brought out Rahab, her father, her mother, her brothers, and all that she had. So they brought out all her relatives and left them outside the camp of Israel.

24But they burned the city and all that was in it with fire. Only the silver and gold, and the vessels of bronze and iron, they put into the treasury of the house of the LORD.

25And Joshua spared Rahab the harlot, her father’s household, and all that she had. So Rshe dwells in Israel to this day, because she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.

26Then Joshua Tcharged them at that time, saying, R“Cursed be the man before the LORD who rises up and builds this city Jericho; he shall lay its foundation with his firstborn, and with his youngest he shall set up its gates.”

27So the LORD was with Joshua, and his fame spread throughout all the country.




CHAPTER 7

Defeat at Ai

1But the children of Israel committed a Rtrespass regarding the Raccursed things, for Achan the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, * the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed things; so the anger of the LORD burned against the children of Israel.

2Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Beth Aven, on the east side of Bethel, and spoke to them, saying, “Go up and spy out the country.” So the men went up and spied out Ai.

3And they returned to Joshua and said to him, “Do not let all the people go up, but let about two or three thousand men go up and attack Ai. Do not weary all the people there, for the people of Ai are few.”

4So about three thousand men went up there from the people, Rbut they fled before the men of Ai.

5And the men of Ai struck down about thirty-six men, for they chased them from before the gate as far as Shebarim, and struck them down on the descent; therefore RtheT hearts of the people melted and became like water.

6Then Joshua tore his clothes, and fell to the earth on his face before the ark of the LORD until evening, he and the elders of Israel; and they put dust on their heads.

7And Joshua said, “Alas, Lord TGOD, Rwhy have You brought this people over the Jordan at all—to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us? Oh, that we had been content, and dwelt on the other side of the Jordan!

8“O Lord, what shall I say when Israel turns its Tback before its enemies?

9“For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will hear it, and surround us, and Rcut off our name from the earth. Then Rwhat will You do for Your great name?”

10So the LORD said to Joshua: “Get up! Why do you lie thus on your face?

11“Israel has sinned, and they have also transgressed My covenant which I commanded them. For they have even taken some of the accursed things, and have both stolen and Rdeceived; and they have also put it among their own stuff.

12“Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before their enemies, but turned their backs before their enemies, because they have become doomed to destruction. Neither will I be with you anymore, unless you destroy the accursed from among you.

13“Get up, RsanctifyT the people, and say, R‘Sanctify yourselves for tomorrow, because thus says the LORD God of Israel: “There is an accursed thing in your midst, O Israel; you cannot stand before your enemies until you take away the accursed thing from among you.”

14‘In the morning therefore you shall be brought according to your tribes. And it shall be that the tribe which the LORD takes shall come according to families; and the family which the LORD takes shall come by households; and the household which the LORD takes shall come man by man.

15R‘Then it shall be that he who is taken with the accursed thing shall be burned with fire, he and all that he has, because he has Rtransgressed the covenant of the LORD, and because he Rhas done a disgraceful thing in Israel.’”

16So Joshua rose early in the morning and brought Israel by their tribes, and the tribe of Judah was taken.





17He brought the clan of Judah, and he took the family of the Zarhites; and he brought the family of the Zarhites man by man, and Zabdi was taken.

18Then he brought his household man by man, and Achan the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, Rwas taken.

19Now Joshua said to Achan, “My son, I beg you, Rgive glory to the LORD God of Israel, Rand make confession to Him, and Rtell me now what you have done; do not hide it from me.”

20And Achan answered Joshua and said, “Indeed I have sinned against the LORD God of Israel, and this is what I have done:

21“When I saw among the spoils a beautiful Babylonian garment, two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I Tcoveted them and took them. And there they are, hidden in the earth in the midst of my tent, with the silver under it.”

22So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and there it was, hidden in his tent, with the silver under it.

23And they took them from the midst of the tent, brought them to Joshua and to all the children of Israel, and laid them out before the LORD.

24Then Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, the silver, the garment, the wedge of gold, his sons, his daughters, his oxen, his donkeys, his sheep, his tent, and all that he had, and they brought them to the Valley of Achor.

25And Joshua said, “Why have you troubled us? The LORD will trouble you this day.” RSo all Israel stoned him with stones; and they burned them with fire after they had stoned them with stones.

26Then they raised over him a great heap of stones, still there to this day. So the LORD turned from the fierceness of His anger. Therefore the name of that place has been called the Valley of Achor* to this day.




CHAPTER 8

Victory at Ai

1Now the LORD said to Joshua: “Do not be afraid, nor be dismayed; take all the people of war with you, and arise, go up to Ai. See, I have given into your hand the king of Ai, his people, his city, and his land.

2“And you shall do to Ai and its king as you did to RJericho and its king. Only Rits spoil and its cattle you shall take as booty for yourselves. Lay an ambush for the city behind it.”

3So Joshua arose, and all the people of war, to go up against Ai; and Joshua chose thirty thousand mighty men of valor and sent them away by night.

4And he commanded them, saying: “Behold, Ryou shall lie in ambush against the city, behind the city. Do not go very far from the city, but all of you be ready.

5“Then I and all the people who are with me will approach the city; and it will come about, when they come out against us as at the first, that we shall flee before them.

6“For they will come out after us till we have drawn them from the city, for they will say, ‘They are fleeing before us as at the first.’ Therefore we will flee before them.

7“Then you shall rise from the ambush and seize the city, for the LORD your God will deliver it into your hand.

8“And it will be, when you have taken the city, that you shall set the city on fire. According to the commandment of the LORD you shall do. See, I have commanded you.”

9Joshua therefore sent them out; and they went to lie in ambush, and stayed between Bethel and Ai, on the west side of Ai; but Joshua lodged that night among the people.

10Then Joshua rose up early in the morning and mustered the people, and went up, he and the elders of Israel, before the people to Ai.

11RAnd all the people of war who were with him went up and drew near; and they came before the city and camped on the north side of Ai. Now a valley lay between them and Ai.

12So he took about five thousand men and set them in ambush between Bethel and Ai, on the west side of Tthe city.

13And when they had set the people, all the army that was on the north of the city, and its rear guard on the west of the city, Joshua went that night into the midst of the valley.

14Now it happened, when the king of Ai saw it, that the men of the city hurried and rose early and went out against Israel to battle, he and all his people, at an appointed place before the plain. But he Rdid not know that there was an ambush against him behind the city.

15And Joshua and all Israel Rmade as if they were beaten before them, and fled by the way of the wilderness.

16So all the people who were in Ai were called together to pursue them. And they pursued Joshua and were drawn away from the city.

17There was not a man left in Ai or Bethel who did not go out after Israel. So they left the city open and pursued Israel.

18Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Stretch out the spear that is in your hand toward Ai, for I will give it into your hand.” And Joshua stretched out the spear that was in his hand toward the city.

19So those in ambush arose quickly out of their place; they ran as soon as he had stretched out his hand, and they entered the city and took it, and hurried to set the city on fire.

20And when the men of Ai looked behind them, they saw, and behold, the smoke of the city ascended to heaven. So they had no power to flee this way or that way, and the people who had fled to the wilderness turned back on the pursuers.

21Now when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had taken the city and that the smoke of the city ascended, they turned back and struck down the men of Ai.

22Then the others came out of the city against them; so they were caught in the midst of Israel, some on this side and some on that side. And they struck them down, so that they Rlet none of them remain or escape.

23But the king of Ai they took alive, and brought him to Joshua.

24And it came to pass when Israel had made an end of slaying all the inhabitants of Ai in the field, in the wilderness where they pursued them, and when they all had fallen by the edge of the sword until they were consumed, that all the Israelites returned to Ai and struck it with the edge of the sword.

25So it was that all who fell that day, both men and women, were twelve thousand—all the people of Ai.

26For Joshua did not draw back his hand, with which he stretched out the spear, until he had Rutterly destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai.

27ROnly the livestock and the spoil of that city Israel took as booty for themselves, according to the word of the LORD which He had commanded Joshua.

28So Joshua burned Ai and made it a heap forever, a desolation to this day.

29RAnd the king of Ai he hanged on a tree until evening. RAnd as soon as the sun was down, Joshua commanded that they should take his corpse down from the tree, cast it at the entrance of the gate of the city, and raise over it a great heap of stones that remains to this day.

Israel Worships the Lord

30Now Joshua built an altar to the LORD God of Israel Rin Mount Ebal, 

31as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded the children of Israel, as it is written in the Book of the Law of Moses: R“an altar of whole stones over which no man has wielded an iron tool.”* And Rthey offered on it burnt offerings to the LORD, and sacrificed peace offerings.

Israel Renews the Covenant

32And there, in the presence of the children of Israel, he wrote on the stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he had written.

33Then all Israel, with their elders and officers and judges, stood on either side of the ark before the priests, the Levites, Rwho bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD, Rthe stranger as well as he who was born among them. Half of them were in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of Mount Ebal, as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded before, that they should bless the people of Israel.

34And afterward Rhe read all the words of the law, the blessings and the cursings, according to all that is written in the RBook of the Law.

35There was not a word of all that Moses had commanded which Joshua did not read before all the assembly of Israel, Rwith the women, the little ones, and the strangers who were living among them.




CHAPTER 9

Failure with the Gibeonites

1And it came to pass when Rall the kings who were on this side of the Jordan, in the hills and in the lowland and in all the coasts of Rthe Great Sea toward Lebanon—Rthe Hittite, the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite—heard about it, 

2that they gathered together to fight with Joshua and Israel with one accord.

3But when the inhabitants of RGibeon Rheard what Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai, 

4they worked craftily, and went and Tpretended to be ambassadors. And they took old sacks on their donkeys, old wineskins torn and Tmended, 

5old and patched sandals on their feet, and old garments on themselves; and all the bread of their provision was dry and moldy.

6And they went to Joshua, to the camp at Gilgal, and said to him and to the men of Israel, “We have come from a far country; now therefore, make a covenant with us.”

7Then the men of Israel said to the Hivites, “Perhaps you dwell among us; so how can we make a covenant with you?”

8But they said to Joshua, “We are your servants.” And Joshua said to them, “Who are you, and where do you come from?”

9So they said to him: R“From a very far country your servants have come, because of the name of the LORD your God; for we have Rheard of His fame, and all that He did in Egypt, 

10“and all that He did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan—to Sihon king of Heshbon, and Og king of Bashan, who was at Ashtaroth.

11“Therefore our elders and all the inhabitants of our country spoke to us, saying, ‘Take provisions with you for the journey, and go to meet them, and say to them, “We are your servants; now therefore, make a covenant with us.”’

12“This bread of ours we took hot for our provision from our houses on the day we departed to come to you. But now look, it is dry and moldy.

13“And these wineskins which we filled were new, and see, they are torn; and these our garments and our sandals have become old because of the very long journey.”

14Then the men of Israel took some of their provisions; Rbut they did not ask counsel of the LORD.

15So Joshua Rmade peace with them, and made a covenant with them to let them live; and the rulers of the congregation swore to them.

16And it happened at the end of three days, after they had made a covenant with them, that they heard that they were their neighbors who dwelt near them.

17Then the children of Israel journeyed and came to their cities on the third day. Now their cities were RGibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth, and Kirjath Jearim.

18But the children of Israel did not Tattack them, Rbecause the rulers of the congregation had sworn to them by the LORD God of Israel. And all the congregation complained against the rulers.

19Then all the rulers said to all the congregation, “We have sworn to them by the LORD God of Israel; now therefore, we may not touch them.

20“This we will do to them: We will let them live, lest wrath be upon us because of the oath which we swore to them.”

21And the rulers said to them, “Let them live, but let them be Rwoodcutters and water carriers for all the congregation, as the rulers had promised them.”

22Then Joshua called for them, and he spoke to them, saying, “Why have you deceived us, saying, R‘We are very far from you, ’ when you dwell near us?

23“Now therefore, you are Rcursed, and none of you shall be freed from being slaves—woodcutters and water carriers for the house of my God.”

24So they answered Joshua and said, “Because your servants were clearly told that the LORD your God Rcommanded His servant Moses to give you all the land, and to destroy all the inhabitants of the land from before you; therefore Rwe were very much afraid for our lives because of you, and have done this thing.

25“And now, here we are, Rin your hands; do with us as it seems good and right to do to us.”

26So he did to them, and delivered them out of the hand of the children of Israel, so that they did not kill them.

27And that day Joshua made them Rwoodcutters and water carriers for the congregation and for the altar of the LORD, Rin the place which He would choose, even to this day.




CHAPTER 10

Victory over the Amorites

1Now it came to pass when Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem Rheard how Joshua had taken Ai and had utterly destroyed it—as he had done to Jericho and its king, so he had done to Ai and its king—and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were among them, 

2that they Rfeared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, like one of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, and all its men were mighty.

3Therefore Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of Hebron, Piram king of Jarmuth, Japhia king of Lachish, and Debir king of Eglon, saying, 

4“Come up to me and help me, that we may attack Gibeon, for it has made peace with Joshua and with the children of Israel.”

5Therefore the five kings of the RAmorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon, Rgathered together and went up, they and all their armies, and camped before Gibeon and made war against it.

6And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua at the camp Rat Gilgal, saying, “Do not forsake your servants; come up to us quickly, save us and help us, for all the kings of the Amorites who dwell in the mountains have gathered together against us.”

7So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he and Rall the people of war with him, and all the mighty men of valor.

8And the LORD said to Joshua, R“Do not fear them, for I have delivered them into your hand; Rnot a man of them shall Rstand before you.”

9Joshua therefore came upon them suddenly, having marched all night from Gilgal.

10So the LORD Rrouted them before Israel, killed them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, chased them along the road that goes to Beth Horon, and struck them down as far as RAzekah and Makkedah.

11And it happened, as they fled before Israel and were on the descent of Beth Horon, Rthat the LORD cast down large hailstones from heaven on them as far as Azekah, and they died. There were more who died from the hailstones than the children of Israel killed with the sword.

12Then Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel:

R“Sun, stand still over Gibeon;

And Moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.”

13So the sun stood still, 

And the moon stopped, 

Till the people had revenge

Upon their enemies.

RIs this not written in the Book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and did not hasten to go down for about a whole day.

14And there has been Rno day like that, before it or after it, that the LORD heeded the voice of a man; for Rthe LORD fought for Israel.

15RThen Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.

16But these five kings had fled and hidden themselves in a cave at Makkedah.

17And it was told Joshua, saying, “The five kings have been found hidden in the cave at Makkedah.”

18So Joshua said, “Roll large stones against the mouth of the cave, and set men by it to guard them.

19“And do not stay there yourselves, but pursue your enemies, and attack their rear guard. Do not allow them to enter their cities, for the LORD your God has delivered them into your hand.”

20Then it happened, while Joshua and the children of Israel made an end of slaying them with a very great slaughter, till they had finished, that those who escaped entered fortified cities.

21And all the people returned to the camp, to Joshua at Makkedah, in peace. RNo one moved his tongue against any of the children of Israel.

22Then Joshua said, “Open the mouth of the cave, and bring out those five kings to me from the cave.”

23And they did so, and brought out those five kings to him from the cave: the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon.

24So it was, when they brought out those kings to Joshua, that Joshua called for all the men of Israel, and said to the captains of the men of war who went with him, “Come near, put your feet on the necks of these kings.” And they drew near and Rput their feet on their necks.

25Then Joshua said to them, “Do not be afraid, nor be dismayed; be strong and of good courage, for thus the LORD will do to all your enemies against whom you fight.”

26And afterward Joshua struck Tthem and killed them, and hanged them on five trees; and they Rwere hanging on the trees until evening.

27So it was at the time of the going down of the sun that Joshua commanded, and they took them down from the trees, cast them into the cave where they had been hidden, and laid large stones against the cave’s mouth, which remain until this very day.

28On that day Joshua took Makkedah, and struck it and its king with the edge of the sword. He utterly destroyed them*—all the people who were in it. He let none remain. He also did to the king of Makkedah as he had done to the king of Jericho.

29Then Joshua passed from Makkedah, and all Israel with him, to RLibnah; and they fought against Libnah.

30And the LORD also delivered it and its king into the hand of Israel; he struck it and all the people who were in it with the edge of the sword. He let none remain in it, but did to its king as he had done to the king of Jericho.

31Then Joshua passed from Libnah, and all Israel with him, to Lachish; and they encamped against it and fought against it.

32And the LORD delivered Lachish into the hand of Israel, who took it on the second day, and struck it and all the people who were in it with the edge of the sword, according to all that he had done to Libnah.

33Then Horam king of Gezer came up to help Lachish; and Joshua struck him and his people, until he left him none remaining.

34From Lachish Joshua passed to Eglon, and all Israel with him; and they encamped against it and fought against it.

35They took it on that day and struck it with the edge of the sword; all the people who were in it he utterly destroyed that day, according to all that he had done to Lachish.

36So Joshua went up from Eglon, and all Israel with him, to RHebron; and they fought against it.

37And they took it and struck it with the edge of the sword—its king, all its cities, and all the people who were in it; he left none remaining, according to all that he had done to Eglon, but utterly destroyed it and all the people who were in it.

38Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to RDebir; and they fought against it.

39And he took it and its king and all its cities; they struck them with the edge of the sword and utterly destroyed all the people who were in it. He left none remaining; as he had done to Hebron, so he did to Debir and its king, as he had done also to Libnah and its king.

40So Joshua conquered all the land: the Rmountain country and the South* and the lowland and the wilderness slopes, and all their kings; he left none remaining, but utterly destroyed all that breathed, as the LORD God of Israel had commanded.

41And Joshua conquered them from Kadesh Barnea as far as Gaza, and all the country of Goshen, even as far as Gibeon.

42All these kings and their land Joshua took at one time, Rbecause the LORD God of Israel fought for Israel.

43Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.




CHAPTER 11

Conquest of Northern Canaan

1And it came to pass, when Jabin king of Hazor heard these things, that he sent to Jobab king of Madon, to the king of Shimron, to the king of Achshaph, 

2and to the kings who were from the north, in the mountains, in the plain south of RChinneroth, in the lowland, and in the heights of Dor on the west, 

3to the Canaanites in the east and in the west, the Amorite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite in the mountains, and the Hivite below Hermon in the land of Mizpah.

4So they went out, they and all their armies with them, as many people as the sand that is on the seashore in multitude, with very many horses and chariots.

5And when all these kings had met together, they came and camped together at the waters of Merom to fight against Israel.

6But the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid because of them, for tomorrow about this time I will deliver all of them slain before Israel. You shall hamstring their horses and burn their chariots with fire.”

7So Joshua and all the people of war with him came against them suddenly by the waters of Merom, and they attacked them.

8And the LORD delivered them into the hand of Israel, who defeated them and chased them to Greater Sidon, to the Brook RMisrephoth, * and to the Valley of Mizpah eastward; they attacked them until they left none of them remaining.

9So Joshua did to them as the LORD had told him: he hamstrung their horses and burned their chariots with fire.

10Joshua turned back at that time and took Hazor, and struck its king with the sword; for Hazor was formerly the head of all those kingdoms.

11And they struck all the people who were in it with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying them. There was none left breathing. Then he burned Hazor with fire.

12So all the cities of those kings, and all their kings, Joshua took and struck with the edge of the sword. He utterly destroyed them, Ras Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded.

13But as for the cities that stood on their mounds, * Israel burned none of them, except Hazor only, which Joshua burned.

14And all the spoil of these cities and the livestock, the children of Israel took as booty for themselves; but they struck every man with the edge of the sword until they had destroyed them, and they left none breathing.

15As the LORD had commanded Moses his servant, so Moses commanded Joshua, and so Joshua did. He left nothing undone of all that the LORD had commanded Moses.

The Summary of Conquered Territory

16Thus Joshua took all this land: Rthe mountain country, all the South, Rall the land of Goshen, the lowland, and the Jordan plain*—the mountains of Israel and its lowlands, 

17Rfrom Mount Halak and the ascent to Seir, even as far as Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon below Mount Hermon. He captured Rall their kings, and struck them down and killed them.

18Joshua made war a long time with all those kings.

19There was not a city that made peace with the children of Israel, except Rthe Hivites, the inhabitants of Gibeon. All the others they took in battle.

20For Rit was of the LORD to harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle, that He might utterly destroy them, and that they might receive no mercy, but that He might destroy them, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

21And at that time Joshua came and cut off Rthe Anakim from the mountains: from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, from all the mountains of Judah, and from all the mountains of Israel; Joshua utterly destroyed them with their cities.

22None of the Anakim were left in the land of the children of Israel; they remained only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod.

23So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the LORD had said to Moses; and Joshua gave it as an inheritance to Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. Then the land rested from war.




CHAPTER 12

Kings Are Conquered by Moses

1These are the kings of the land whom the children of Israel defeated, and whose land they possessed on the other side of the Jordan toward the rising of the sun, Rfrom the River Arnon to Mount Hermon, and all the eastern Jordan plain:

2One king was Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon and ruled half of Gilead, from Aroer, which is on the bank of the River Arnon, from the middle of that river, even as far as the River Jabbok, which is the border of the Ammonites, 

3and Rthe eastern Jordan plain from the Sea of Chinneroth as far as the Sea of the Arabah (the Salt Sea), Rthe road to Beth Jeshimoth, and southward below the slopes of Pisgah.

4The other king was ROg king of Bashan and his territory, who was of Rthe remnant of the giants, Rwho dwelt at Ashtaroth and at Edrei, 

5and reigned over RMount Hermon, Rover Salcah, over all Bashan, as far as the border of the Geshurites and the Maachathites, and over half of Gilead to the border of Sihon king of Heshbon.

6These Moses the servant of the LORD and the children of Israel had conquered; and Moses the servant of the LORD had given it as a possession to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh.

Kings Are Conquered by Joshua

7And these are the kings of the country Rwhich Joshua and the children of Israel conquered on this side of the Jordan, on the west, from Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon as far as Mount Halak and the ascent to RSeir, which Joshua Rgave to the tribes of Israel as a possession according to their divisions, 

8in the mountain country, in the lowlands, in the Jordan plain, in the slopes, in the wilderness, and in the South—the Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites:

9Rthe king of Jericho, one; the king of Ai, which is beside Bethel, one;

10Rthe king of Jerusalem, one; the king of Hebron, one;

11the king of Jarmuth, one; the king of Lachish, one;

12the king of Eglon, one; Rthe king of Gezer, one;

13Rthe king of Debir, one; the king of Geder, one;

14the king of Hormah, one; the king of Arad, one;

15Rthe king of Libnah, one; the king of Adullam, one;

16Rthe king of Makkedah, one; Rthe king of Bethel, one;

17the king of Tappuah, one; Rthe king of Hepher, one;

18the king of Aphek, one; the king of TLasharon, one;

19the king of Madon, one; Rthe king of Hazor, one;

20the king of RShimron Meron, one; the king of Achshaph, one;

21the king of Taanach, one; the king of Megiddo, one;

22Rthe king of Kedesh, one; the king of Jokneam in Carmel, one;

23the king of Dor in the heights of Dor, one; the king of the people of Gilgal, one;

24the king of Tirzah, one—Rall the kings, thirty-one.




CHAPTER 13

Unconquered Parts of Canaan

1Now Joshua Rwas old, advanced in years. And the LORD said to him: “You are old, advanced in years, and there remains very much land yet to be possessed.

2R“This is the land that yet remains: Rall the territory of the Philistines and all Rthat of the Geshurites, 

3R“from Sihor, which is east of Egypt, as far as the border of Ekron northward (which is counted as Canaanite); the Rfive lords of the Philistines—the Gazites, the Ashdodites, the Ashkelonites, the Gittites, and the Ekronites; also the Avites;

4“from the south, all the land of the Canaanites, and Mearah that belongs to the Sidonians Ras far as Aphek, to the border of Rthe Amorites;

5“the land of Rthe Gebalites, * and all Lebanon, toward the sunrise, from Baal Gad below Mount Hermon as far as the entrance to Hamath;

6“all the inhabitants of the mountains from Lebanon as far as the Brook Misrephoth, * and all the Sidonians—them I will drive out from before the children of Israel; only Tdivide it by lot to Israel as an inheritance, as I have commanded you. 

7“Now therefore, divide this land as an inheritance to the nine tribes and half the tribe of Manasseh.”

Geographical Boundaries

8With the other half-tribe the Reubenites and the Gadites received their inheritance, Rwhich Moses had given them, beyond the Jordan eastward, as Moses the servant of the LORD had given them:

9from Aroer which is on the bank of the River Arnon, and the town that is in the midst of the ravine, Rand all the plain of Medeba as far as Dibon;

10all the cities of Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, as far as the border of the children of Ammon;

11RGilead, and the border of the Geshurites and Maachathites, all Mount Hermon, and all Bashan as far as Salcah;

12all the kingdom of Og in Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth and Edrei, who remained of the remnant of the giants; for Moses had defeated and cast out these.

13Nevertheless the children of Israel Rdid not drive out the Geshurites or the Ma-achathites, but the Geshurites and the Ma-achathites dwell among the Israelites until this day.

Boundaries of Levi

14ROnly to the tribe of Levi he had given no inheritance; the sacrifices of the LORD God of Israel made by fire are their inheritance, as He said to them.

Boundaries of Reuben

15RAnd Moses had given to the tribe of the children of Reuben an inheritance according to their families.

16Their territory was from Aroer, which is on the bank of the River Arnon, Rand the city that is in the midst of the ravine, Rand all the plain by Medeba;

17RHeshbon and all its cities that are in the plain: Dibon, Bamoth Baal, Beth Baal Meon, 

18Jahaza, Kedemoth, Mephaath, 

19RKirjathaim, Sibmah, Zereth Shahar on the mountain of the valley, 

20Beth Peor, Rthe slopes of Pisgah, and Beth Jeshimoth—

21all the cities of the plain and all the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, whom Moses had struck with the princes of Midian: Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba, who were princes of Sihon dwelling in the country.

22The children of Israel also killed with the sword RBalaam the son of Beor, the Tsoothsayer, among those who were killed by them.

23And the border of the children of Reuben was the bank of the Jordan. This was the inheritance of the children of Reuben according to their families, the cities and their villages.

Boundaries of Gad

24RMoses also had given an inheritance to the tribe of Gad, to the children of Gad according to their families.

25RTheir territory was Jazer, and all the cities of Gilead, Rand half the land of the Ammonites as far as Aroer, which is before Rabbah, 

26and from Heshbon to Ramath Mizpah and Betonim, and from Mahanaim to the border of Debir, 

27and in the valley RBeth Haram, Beth Nimrah, Succoth, and Zaphon, the rest of the kingdom of Sihon king of Heshbon, with the Jordan as its border, as far as the edge of the Sea of Chinnereth, on the other side of the Jordan eastward.

28This is the inheritance of the children of Gad according to their families, the cities and their villages.

Boundaries of the Half-Tribe of Manasseh

29RMoses also had given an inheritance to half the tribe of Manasseh; it was for half the tribe of the children of Manasseh according to their families:

30Their territory was from Mahanaim, all Bashan, all the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, and Rall the towns of Jair which are in Bashan, sixty cities;

31half of Gilead, and Ashtaroth and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan, were for the Rchildren of Machir the son of Manasseh, for half of the children of Machir according to their families. 

32These are the areas which Moses had Tdistributed as an inheritance in the plains of Moab on the other side of the Jordan, by Jericho eastward.

33But to the tribe of Levi Moses had given no inheritance; the LORD God of Israel was their inheritance, as He had said to them.




CHAPTER 14

Method of Setting Tribal Boundaries

1These are the areas which the children of Israel inherited in the land of Canaan, Rwhich Eleazar the priest, Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel distributed as an inheritance to them.

2Their inheritance was by lot, as the LORD had commanded by the hand of Moses, for the nine tribes and the half-tribe.

3For Moses had given the inheritance of the two tribes and the half-tribe on the other side of the Jordan; but to the Levites he had given no inheritance among them.

4For the children of Joseph were two tribes: Manasseh and Ephraim. And they gave no part to the Levites in the land, except cities to dwell in, with their common-lands for their livestock and their property.

5RAs the LORD had commanded Moses, so the children of Israel did; and they divided the land.

Boundaries of Caleb

6Then the children of Judah came to Joshua in Gilgal. And Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him: “You know Rthe word which the LORD said to Moses the man of God concerning you and me in Kadesh Barnea.

7“I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh Barnea to spy out the land, and I brought back word to him as it was in my heart.

8“Nevertheless Rmy brethren who went up with me made the heart of the people melt, but I wholly Rfollowed the LORD my God.

9“So Moses swore on that day, saying, R‘Surely the land where your foot has trodden shall be your inheritance and your children’s forever, because you have wholly followed the LORD my God.’

10“And now, behold, the LORD has kept me Ralive, Ras He said, these forty-five years, ever since the LORD spoke this word to Moses while Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now, here I am this day, eighty-five years old.

11“As yet I am as strong this day as on the day that Moses sent me; just as my strength was then, so now is my strength for war, both for going out and for coming in.

12“Now therefore, give me this mountain of which the LORD spoke in that day; for you heard in that day how Rthe Anakim were there, and that the cities were great and fortified. RIt may be that the LORD will be with me, and I shall be able to drive them out as the LORD said.”

13And Joshua Rblessed him, Rand gave Hebron to Caleb the son of Jephunneh as an inheritance.

14RHebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly followed the LORD God of Israel.

15And Rthe name of Hebron formerly was Kirjath Arba (Arba was the greatest man among the Anakim). RThen the land had rest from war.




CHAPTER 15

Boundaries of the Remainder of Judah

1So this was the Tlot of the tribe of the children of Judah according to their families: RThe border of Edom at the RWilderness of Zin southward was the extreme southern boundary.

2And their Rsouthern border began at the shore of the Salt Sea, from the bay that faces southward.

3Then it went out to the southern side of the Ascent of Akrabbim, passed along to Zin, ascended on the south side of Kadesh Barnea, passed along to Hezron, went up to Adar, and went around to Karkaa.

4From there it passed Rtoward Azmon and went out to the Brook of Egypt; and the border ended at the sea. This shall be your southern border.

5The east border was the Salt Sea as far as the mouth of the Jordan. And the border on the northern quarter began at the bay of the sea at the mouth of the Jordan.

6The border went up to RBeth Hoglah and passed north of Beth Arabah; and the border went up Rto the stone of Bohan the son of Reuben.

7Then the border went up toward RDebir from Rthe Valley of Achor, and it turned northward toward Gilgal, which is before the Ascent of Adummim, which is on the south side of the valley. The border continued toward the waters of En Shemesh and ended at En Rogel.

8And the border went up Rby the Valley of the Son of Hinnom to the southern slope of the Jebusite city (which is Jerusalem). The border went up to the top of the mountain that lies before the Valley of Hinnom westward, which is at the end of the Valley of Rephaim* northward.

9Then the border went around from the top of the hill to the fountain of the water of Nephtoah, and extended to the cities of Mount Ephron. And the border went around to Baalah (which is Kirjath Jearim).

10Then the border turned westward from Baalah to Mount Seir, passed along to the side of Mount Jearim on the north (which is Chesalon), went down to Beth Shemesh, and passed on to RTimnah.

11And the border went out to the side of REkron northward. Then the border went around to Shicron, passed along to Mount Baalah, and extended to Jabneel; and the border ended at the sea.

12The west border was Rthe coastline of the Great Sea. This is the boundary of the children of Judah all around according to their families.

13Now to Caleb the son of Jephunneh he gave a share among the children of Judah, according to the commandment of the LORD to Joshua, namely, Kirjath Arba, which is Hebron (Arba was the father of Anak).

14Caleb drove out Rthe three sons of Anak from there: Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai, the children of Anak.

15Then Rhe went up from there to the inhabitants of Debir (formerly the name of Debir was Kirjath Sepher).

16RAnd Caleb said, “He who attacks Kirjath Sepher and takes it, to him I will give Achsah my daughter as wife.”

17So ROthniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it; and he gave him Achsah his daughter as wife.

18Now it was so, when she came to him, that she persuaded him to ask her father for a field. So she dismounted from her donkey, and Caleb said to her, “What do you wish?”

19She answered, “Give me a blessing; since you have given me land in the South, give me also springs of water.” So he gave her the upper springs and the lower springs.

20This was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Judah according to their families:

21The cities at the limits of the tribe of the children of Judah, toward the border of Edom in the South, were Kabzeel, REder, Jagur, 

22Kinah, Dimonah, Adadah, 

23Kedesh, Hazor, Ithnan, 

24RZiph, Telem, Bealoth, 

25Hazor, Hadattah, Kerioth, Hezron (which is Hazor), 

26Amam, Shema, Moladah, 

27Hazar Gaddah, Heshmon, Beth Pelet, 

28Hazar Shual, Beersheba, Bizjothjah, 

29Baalah, Ijim, Ezem, 

30Eltolad, Chesil, RHormah, 

31Ziklag, Madmannah, Sansannah, 

32Lebaoth, Shilhim, Ain, and Rimmon: all the cities are twenty-nine, with their villages.

33In the lowland: REshtaol, Zorah, Ashnah, 

34Zanoah, En Gannim, Tappuah, Enam, 

35Jarmuth, Adullam, Socoh, Azekah, 

36Sharaim, Adithaim, Gederah, and Gederothaim: fourteen cities with their villages;

37Zenan, Hadashah, Migdal Gad, 

38Dilean, Mizpah, RJoktheel, 

39RLachish, Bozkath, Eglon, 

40Cabbon, Lahmas, * Kithlish, 

41Gederoth, Beth Dagon, Naamah, and Makkedah: sixteen cities with their villages;

42RLibnah, Ether, Ashan, 

43Jiphtah, Ashnah, Nezib, 

44Keilah, Achzib, and Mareshah: nine cities with their villages;

45Ekron, with its towns and villages;

46from Ekron to the sea, all that lay near RAshdod, with their villages;

47Ashdod with its towns and villages, Gaza with its towns and villages—as far as Rthe Brook of Egypt and Rthe Great Sea with its coastline.

48And in the mountain country: Shamir, Jattir, Sochoh, 

49Dannah, Kirjath Sannah (which is Debir), 

50Anab, Eshtemoh, Anim, 

51RGoshen, Holon, and Giloh: eleven cities with their villages;

52Arab, Dumah, Eshean, 

53Janum, Beth Tappuah, Aphekah, 

54Humtah, RKirjath Arba (which is Hebron), and Zior: nine cities with their villages;

55Maon, Carmel, Ziph, Juttah, 

56Jezreel, Jokdeam, Zanoah, 

57Kain, Gibeah, and Timnah: ten cities with their villages;

58Halhul, Beth Zur, Gedor, 

59Maarath, Beth Anoth, and Eltekon: six cities with their villages;

60Kirjath Baal (which is Kirjath Jearim) and Rabbah: two cities with their villages.

61In the wilderness: Beth Arabah, Middin, Secacah, 

62Nibshan, the City of Salt, and REn Gedi: six cities with their villages.

63As for the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, Rthe children of Judah could not drive them out; Rbut the Jebusites dwell with the children of Judah at Jerusalem to this day.




CHAPTER 16

Boundaries of Joseph

1The lot Tfell to the children of Joseph from the Jordan, by Jericho, to the waters of Jericho on the east, to the Rwilderness that goes up from Jericho through the mountains to Bethel, 

2then went out from RBethel to Luz, * passed along to the border of the Archites at Ataroth, 

3and went down westward to the boundary of the Japhletites, Ras far as the boundary of Lower Beth Horon to RGezer; and it ended at the sea.

4So the children of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, took their inheritance.

Boundaries of Ephraim

5RThe border of the children of Ephraim, according to their families, was thus: The border of their inheritance on the east side was RAtaroth Addar Ras far as Upper Beth Horon.

6And the border went out toward the sea on the north side of RMichmethath; then the border went around eastward to Taanath Shiloh, and passed by it on the east of Janohah.

7Then it went down from Janohah to Ataroth and Naarah, * reached to Jericho, and came out at the Jordan.

8The border went out from RTappuah westward to the RBrook Kanah, and it ended at the sea. This was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Ephraim according to their families.

9RThe separate cities for the children of Ephraim were among the inheritance of the children of Manasseh, all the cities with their villages.

10RAnd they did not drive out the Canaanites who dwelt in Gezer; but the Canaanites dwell among the Ephraimites to this day and have become forced laborers.




CHAPTER 17

Boundaries of the Half-Tribe of Manasseh

1There was also a lot for the tribe of Manasseh, for he was the firstborn of Joseph: namely for RMachir the firstborn of Manasseh, the father of Gilead, because he was a man of war; therefore he was given RGilead and Bashan.

2And there was a lot for the rest of the children of Manasseh according to their families: for the children of Abiezer, * the children of Helek, the children of Asriel, the children of Shechem, the children of Hepher, and the children of Shemida; these were the male children of Manasseh the son of Joseph according to their families.

3But Zelophehad the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, had no sons, but only daughters. And these are the names of his daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

4And they came near before REleazar the priest, before Joshua the son of Nun, and before the rulers, saying, R“The LORD commanded Moses to give us an Tinheritance among our brothers.” Therefore, according to the commandment of the LORD, he gave them an inheritance among their father’s brothers.

5Ten shares fell to RManasseh, besides the land of Gilead and Bashan, which were on the other side of the Jordan, 

6because the daughters of Manasseh received an inheritance among his sons; and the rest of Manasseh’s sons had the land of Gilead.

7And the territory of Manasseh was from Asher to Michmethath, that lies east of Shechem; and the border went along south to the inhabitants of En Tappuah.

8Manasseh had the land of Tappuah, but Tappuah on the border of Manasseh belonged to the children of Ephraim.

9And the Tborder descended to the TBrook Kanah, southward to the brook. RThese cities of Ephraim are among the cities of Manasseh. The border of Manasseh was on the north side of the brook; and it ended at the sea.

10Southward it was Ephraim’s, northward it was Manasseh’s, and the sea was its border. Manasseh’s territory was adjoining Asher on the north and Issachar on the east.

11And in Issachar and in Asher, RManasseh had Beth Shean and its towns, Ibleam and its towns, the inhabitants of Dor and its towns, the inhabitants of En Dor and its towns, the inhabitants of Taanach and its towns, and the inhabitants of Megiddo and its towns—three hilly regions.

12Yet Rthe children of Manasseh could not drive out the inhabitants of those cities, but the Canaanites were determined to dwell in that land.

13And it happened, when the children of Israel grew strong, that they put the Canaanites to Rforced labor, but did not utterly drive them out.

14Then the children of Joseph spoke to Joshua, saying, “Why have you given us only one lot and one share to inherit, since we are Ra great people, inasmuch as the LORD has blessed us until now?”

15So Joshua answered them, “If you are a great people, then go up to the forest country and clear a place for yourself there in the land of the Perizzites and the giants, since the mountains of Ephraim are too confined for you.”

16But the children of Joseph said, “The mountain country is not enough for us; and all the Canaanites who dwell in the land of the valley have chariots of iron, both those who are of Beth Shean and its towns and those who are of the Valley of Jezreel.”

17And Joshua spoke to the house of Joseph—to Ephraim and Manasseh—saying, “You are a great people and have great power; you shall not have only one lot, 

18“but the mountain country shall be yours. Although it is wooded, you shall cut it down, and its Tfarthest extent shall be yours; for you shall drive out the Canaanites, Rthough they have iron chariots and are strong.”




CHAPTER 18

The Remaining Tribes Move to Shiloh

1Now the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together Rat Shiloh, and Rset up the tabernacle of meeting there. And the land was subdued before them.

New Method of Setting Tribal Boundaries

2But there remained among the children of Israel seven tribes which had not yet received their inheritance.

3Then Joshua said to the children of Israel: R“How long will you neglect to go and possess the land which the LORD God of your fathers has given you?

4“Pick out from among you three men for each tribe, and I will send them; they shall rise and go through the land, survey it according to their inheritance, and come back to me.

5“And they shall divide it into seven parts. Judah shall remain in their territory on the south, and the house of Joseph shall remain in their territory on the north.

6“You shall therefore survey the land in seven parts and bring the survey here to me, Rthat I may cast lots for you here before the LORD our God.

7“But the Levites have no part among you, for the priesthood of the LORD is their inheritance. And Gad, Reuben, and half the tribe of Manasseh have received their inheritance beyond the Jordan on the east, which Moses the servant of the LORD gave them.”

8Then the men arose to go away; and Joshua charged those who went to Tsurvey the land, saying, “Go, walk Rthrough the land, survey it, and come back to me, that I may cast lots for you here before the LORD in Shiloh.”

9So the men went, passed through the land, and wrote the survey in a book in seven parts by cities; and they came to Joshua at the camp in Shiloh.

10Then Joshua cast Rlots for them in Shiloh before the LORD, and there Joshua divided the land to the children of Israel according to their divisions.

Boundaries of Benjamin

11RNow the lot of the tribe of the children of Benjamin came up according to their families, and the territory of their lot came out between the children of Judah and the children of Joseph.

12RTheir border on the north side began at the Jordan, and the border went up to the side of Jericho on the north, and went up through the mountains westward; it ended at the Wilderness of Beth Aven.

13The border went over from there toward Luz, to the side of Luz (which is Bethel) southward; and the border descended to Ataroth Addar, near the hill that lies on the south side of Lower Beth Horon.

14Then the border extended around the west side to the south, from the hill that lies before Beth Horon southward; and Tit ended at RKirjath Baal (which is Kirjath Jearim), a city of the children of Judah. This was the west side.

15The south side began at the end of Kirjath Jearim, and the border extended on the west and went out to Rthe spring of the waters of Nephtoah.

16Then the border came down to the end of the mountain that lies before Rthe Valley of the Son of Hinnom, which is in the Valley of the Rephaim* on the north, descended to the Valley of Hinnom, to the side of the Jebusite city on the south, and descended to REn Rogel.

17And it went around from the north, went out to En Shemesh, and extended toward Geliloth, which is before the Ascent of Adummim, and descended to Rthe stone of Bohan the son of Reuben.

18Then it passed along toward the north side of Arabah, * and went down to Arabah.

19And the border passed along to the north side of Beth Hoglah; then the border ended at the north bay at the RSalt Sea, at the south end of the Jordan. This was the southern boundary.

20The Jordan was its border on the east side. This was the inheritance of the children of Benjamin, according to its boundaries all around, according to their families.

21Now the cities of the tribe of the children of Benjamin, according to their families, were Jericho, Beth Hoglah, Emek Keziz, 

22Beth Arabah, Zemaraim, Bethel, 

23Avim, Parah, Ophrah, 

24Chephar Haammoni, Ophni, and Gaba: twelve cities with their villages;

25RGibeon, Ramah, Beeroth, 

26Mizpah, Chephirah, Mozah, 

27Rekem, Irpeel, Taralah, 

28Zelah, Eleph, RJebus (which is Jerusalem), Gibeath, and Kirjath: fourteen cities with their villages. This was the inheritance of the children of Benjamin according to their families.




CHAPTER 19

Boundaries of Simeon

1The Rsecond lot came out for Simeon, for the tribe of the children of Simeon according to their families. RAnd their inheritance was within the inheritance of the children of Judah.

2RThey had in their inheritance Beersheba (Sheba), Moladah, 

3Hazar Shual, Balah, Ezem, 

4Eltolad, Bethul, Hormah, 

5Ziklag, Beth Marcaboth, Hazar Susah, 

6Beth Lebaoth, and Sharuhen: thirteen cities and their villages;

7Ain, Rimmon, Ether, and Ashan: four cities and their villages;

8and all the villages that were all around these cities as far as Baalath Beer, RRamah of the South. This was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Simeon according to their families.

9The inheritance of the children of Simeon was included in the share of the children of Judah, for the share of the children of Judah was Ttoo much for them. RTherefore the children of Simeon had their inheritance within the inheritance of Tthat people.

Boundaries of Zebulun

10The third lot came out for the children of Zebulun according to their families, and the border of their inheritance was as far as Sarid.

11RTheir border went toward the west and to Maralah, went to Dabbasheth, and extended along the brook that is Reast of Jokneam.

12Then from Sarid it went eastward toward the sunrise along the border of Chisloth Tabor, and went out toward RDaberath, bypassing Japhia.

13And from there it passed along on the east of RGath Hepher, toward Eth Kazin, and extended to Rimmon, which borders on Neah.

14Then the border went around it on the north side of Hannathon, and it ended in the Valley of Jiphthah El.

15Included were Kattath, Nahallal, Shimron, Idalah, and Bethlehem: twelve cities with their villages.

16This was the inheritance of the children of Zebulun according to their families, these cities with their villages.

Boundaries of Issachar

17The fourth lot came out to Issachar, for the children of Issachar according to their families.

18And their territory went to Jezreel, and included Chesulloth, Shunem, 

19Haphraim, Shion, Anaharath, 

20Rabbith, Kishion, Abez, 

21Remeth, En Gannim, En Haddah, and Beth Pazzez.

22And the border reached to Tabor, Shahazimah, and RBeth Shemesh; their border ended at the Jordan: sixteen cities with their villages.

23This was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Issachar according to their families, the cities and their villages.

Boundaries of Asher

24RThe fifth lot came out for the tribe of the children of Asher according to their families.

25And their territory included Helkath, Hali, Beten, Achshaph, 

26Alammelech, Amad, and Mishal; it reached to RMount Carmel westward, along the Brook Shihor Libnath.

27It turned toward the sunrise to Beth Dagon; and it reached to Zebulun and to the Valley of Jiphthah El, then northward beyond Beth Emek and Neiel, bypassing RCabul which was on the left, 

28including Ebron, * Rehob, Hammon, and Kanah, as far as Greater Sidon.

29And the border turned to Ramah and to the fortified city of Tyre; then the border turned to Hosah, and ended at the sea by the region of RAchzib.

30Also Ummah, Aphek, and Rehob were included: twenty-two cities with their villages.

31This was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Asher according to their families, these cities with their villages.

Boundaries of Naphtali

32RThe sixth lot came out to the children of Naphtali, for the children of Naphtali according to their families.

33And their border began at Heleph, enclosing the territory from the terebinth tree in Zaanannim, Adami Nekeb, and Jabneel, as far as Lakkum; it ended at the Jordan.

34RFrom Heleph the border extended westward to Aznoth Tabor, and went out from there toward Hukkok; it adjoined Zebulun on the south side and Asher on the west side, and ended at Judah by the Jordan toward the sunrise.

35And the fortified cities are Ziddim, Zer, Hammath, Rakkath, Chinnereth, 

36Adamah, Ramah, Hazor, 

37RKedesh, Edrei, En Hazor, 

38Iron, Migdal El, Horem, Beth Anath, and Beth Shemesh: nineteen cities with their villages.

39This was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Naphtali according to their families, the cities and their villages.

Boundaries of Dan

40RThe seventh lot came out for the tribe of the children of Dan according to their families.

41And the territory of their inheritance was Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir Shemesh, 

42Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Jethlah, 

43Elon, Timnah, REkron, 

44Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath, 

45Jehud, Bene Berak, Gath Rimmon, 

46Me Jarkon, and Rakkon, with the region Tnear TJoppa.

47And the Rborder of the children of Dan went beyond these, because the children of Dan went up to fight against Leshem and took it; and they struck it with the edge of the sword, took possession of it, and dwelt in it. They called Leshem, Dan, after the name of Dan their father.

48This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Dan according to their families, these cities with their villages.

Boundaries of Joshua

49When they had Tmade an end of dividing the land as an inheritance according to their borders, the children of Israel gave an inheritance among them to Joshua the son of Nun.

50According to the word of the LORD they gave him the city which he asked for, Timnath Serah in the mountains of Ephraim; and he built the city and dwelt in it.

51These were the inheritances which Eleazar the priest, Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel divided as an inheritance by lot in Shiloh before the LORD, at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. So they made an end of dividing the country.




CHAPTER 20

Cities of Refuge

1The LORD also spoke to Joshua, saying, 2“Speak to the children of Israel, saying: Appoint for yourselves cities of refuge, of which I spoke to you through Moses, 

3‘that the slayer who kills a person accidentally or unintentionally may flee there; and they shall be your refuge from the avenger of blood.

4‘And when he flees to one of those cities, and stands at the entrance of the gate of the city, and declares his case in the hearing of the elders of that city, they shall take him into the city as one of them, and give him a place, that he may dwell among them.

5R‘Then if the avenger of blood pursues him, they shall not deliver the slayer into his hand, because he struck his neighbor unintentionally, but did not hate him beforehand.

6‘And he shall dwell in that city until he stands before the congregation for judgment, and until the death of the one who is high priest in those days. Then the slayer may return and come to his own city and his own house, to the city from which he fled.’”

7So they appointed RKedesh in Galilee, in the mountains of Naphtali, RShechem in the mountains of Ephraim, and Kirjath Arba (which is Hebron) in Rthe mountains of Judah.

8And on the other side of the Jordan, by Jericho eastward, they assigned RBezer in the wilderness on the plain, from the tribe of Reuben, RRamoth in Gilead, from the tribe of Gad, and RGolan in Bashan, from the tribe of Manasseh.

9These were the cities appointed for all the children of Israel and for the stranger who dwelt among them, that whoever killed a person accidentally might flee there, and not die by the hand of the avenger of blood until he stood before the congregation.




CHAPTER 21

The Families to Be Assigned Cities–– 1 Chr. 6:54–81

1Then the heads of the fathers’ houses of the RLevites came near to REleazar the priest, to Joshua the son of Nun, and to the heads of the fathers’ houses of the tribes of the children of Israel.

2And they spoke to them at RShiloh in the land of Canaan, saying, R“The LORD commanded through Moses to give us cities to dwell in, with their common-lands for our livestock.”

3So the children of Israel gave to the Levites from their inheritance, at the commandment of the LORD, these cities and their common-lands:

4Now the lot came out for the families of the Kohathites. And Rthe children of Aaron the priest, who were of the Levites, Rhad thirteen cities by lot from the tribe of Judah, from the tribe of Simeon, and from the tribe of Benjamin.

5RThe rest of the children of Kohath had ten cities by lot from the families of the tribe of Ephraim, from the tribe of Dan, and from the half-tribe of Manasseh.

6And Rthe children of Gershon had thirteen cities by lot from the families of the tribe of Issachar, from the tribe of Asher, from the tribe of Naphtali, and from the half-tribe of Manasseh in Bashan.

7RThe children of Merari according to their families had twelve cities from the tribe of Reuben, from the tribe of Gad, and from the tribe of Zebulun.

Cities for the Kohathites

8RAnd the children of Israel gave these cities with their common-lands by lot to the Levites, Ras the LORD had commanded by the hand of Moses.

9So they gave from the tribe of the children of Judah and from the tribe of the children of Simeon these cities which are Tdesignated by name, 

10which were for the children of Aaron, one of the families of the Kohathites, who were of the children of Levi; for the lot was theirs first.

11RAnd they gave them Kirjath Arba (Arba was the father of Anak), which is Hebron, in the mountains of Judah, with the common-land surrounding it.

12But Rthe fields of the city and its villages they gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh as his possession.

13Thus Rto the children of Aaron the priest they gave RHebron with its common-land (a city of refuge for the slayer), Libnah with its common-land, 

14RJattir with its common-land, Eshtemoa with its common-land, 

15RHolon with its common-land, Debir with its common-land, 

16RAin with its common-land, RJuttah with its common-land, and RBeth Shemesh with its common-land: nine cities from those two tribes;

17and from the tribe of Benjamin, RGibeon with its common-land, RGeba with its common-land, 

18Anathoth with its common-land, and Almon with its common-land: four cities.

19All the cities of the children of Aaron, the priests, were thirteen cities with their common-lands.

20RAnd the families of the children of Kohath, the Levites, the rest of the children of Kohath, even they had the cities of their lot from the tribe of Ephraim.

21For they gave them RShechem with its common-land in the mountains of Ephraim (a city of refuge for the slayer), RGezer with its common-land, 

22Kibzaim with its common-land, and Beth Horon with its common-land: four cities;

23and from the tribe of Dan, Eltekeh with its common-land, Gibbethon with its common-land, 

24RAijalon with its common-land, and Gath Rimmon with its common-land: four cities;

25and from the half-tribe of Manasseh, Tanach with its common-land and Gath Rimmon with its common-land: two cities.

26All the ten cities with their common-lands were for the rest of the families of the children of Kohath.

Cities for the Gershonites

27RAlso to the children of Gershon, of the families of the Levites, from the other half-tribe of Manasseh, they gave Golan in Bashan with its common-land (a city of refuge for the slayer), and Be Eshterah with its common-land: two cities;

28and from the tribe of Issachar, Kishion with its common-land, Daberath with its common-land, 

29Jarmuth with its common-land, and En Gannim with its common-land: four cities;

30and from the tribe of Asher, Mishal with its common-land, Abdon with its common-land, 

31Helkath with its common-land, and Rehob with its common-land: four cities;

32and from the tribe of Naphtali, RKedesh in Galilee with its common-land (a city of refuge for the slayer), Hammoth Dor with its common-land, and Kartan with its common-land: three cities.

33All the cities of the Gershonites according to their families were thirteen cities with their common-lands.

Cities for the Merarites

34And to the families of the children of Merari, the rest of the Levites, from the tribe of Zebulun, Jokneam with its common-land, Kartah with its common-land, 

35Dimnah with its common-land, and Nahalal with its common-land: four cities;

36and from the tribe of Reuben, RBezer with its common-land, Jahaz with its common-land, 

37Kedemoth with its common-land, and Mephaath with its common-land: four cities;*

38and from the tribe of Gad, RRamoth in Gilead with its common-land (a city of refuge for the slayer), Mahanaim with its common-land, 

39Heshbon with its common-land, and Jazer with its common-land: four cities in all.

40So all the cities for the children of Merari according to their families, the rest of the families of the Levites, were by their lot twelve cities.

41All the cities of the Levites within the possession of the children of Israel were forty-eight cities with their common-lands.

42Every one of these cities had its common-land surrounding it; thus were all these cities.

The Settlement of Israel Is Completed

43So the LORD gave to Israel Rall the land of which He had sworn to give to their fathers, and they took possession of it and dwelt in it.

44RThe LORD gave them rest all around, according to all that He had sworn to their fathers. And not a man of all their enemies stood against them; the LORD delivered all their enemies into their hand.

45RNot a word failed of any good thing which the LORD had spoken to the house of Israel. All came to pass.




CHAPTER 22

Joshua Challenges the Eastern Tribes

1Then Joshua called the Reubenites, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh, 

2and said to them: “You have kept Rall that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, and have obeyed my voice in all that I commanded you.

3“You have not Tleft your brethren these many days, up to this day, but have kept the charge of the commandment of the LORD your God.

4“And now the LORD your God has given rest to your brethren, as He promised them; now therefore, return and go to your tents and to the land of your possession, Rwhich Moses the servant of the LORD gave you on the other side of the Jordan.

5“But Rtake careful heed to do the commandment and the law which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, to love the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways, to keep His commandments, to hold fast to Him, and to serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul.”

6So Joshua blessed them and sent them away, and they went to their tents.

7Now to half the tribe of Manasseh Moses had given a possession in Bashan, Rbut to the other half of it Joshua gave a possession among their brethren on this side of the Jordan, westward. And indeed, when Joshua sent them away to their tents, he blessed them, 

8and spoke to them, saying, “Return with much riches to your tents, with very much livestock, with silver, with gold, with bronze, with iron, and with very much clothing. RDivide the Tspoil of your enemies with your brethren.”

9So the children of Reuben, the children of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh returned, and departed from the children of Israel at Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan, to go to Rthe country of Gilead, to the land of their possession, which they had obtained according to the word of the LORD by the hand of Moses.

Construction of the Altar

10And when they came to the region of the Jordan which is in the land of Canaan, the children of Reuben, the children of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh built an altar there by the Jordan—a great, impressive altar.

Misunderstanding of the Altar

11Now the children of Israel heard someone say, “Behold, the children of Reuben, the children of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh have built an altar on the frontier of the land of Canaan, in the region of the Jordan—on the children of Israel’s side.”

12And when the children of Israel heard of it, Rthe whole congregation of the children of Israel gathered together at Shiloh to go to war against them.

13Then the children of Israel Rsent RPhinehas the son of Eleazar the priest to the children of Reuben, to the children of Gad, and to half the tribe of Manasseh, into the land of Gilead, 

14and with him ten rulers, one ruler each from the chief house of every tribe of Israel; and each one was the head of the house of his father among the divisions* of Israel.

15Then they came to the children of Reuben, to the children of Gad, and to half the tribe of Manasseh, to the land of Gilead, and they spoke with them, saying, 

16“Thus says the whole congregation of the LORD: ‘What Rtreachery is this that you have committed against the God of Israel, to turn away this day from following the LORD, in that you have built for yourselves an altar, Rthat you might rebel this day against the LORD?

17‘Is the iniquity Rof Peor not enough for us, from which we are not cleansed till this day, although there was a plague in the congregation of the LORD, 

18‘but that you must turn away this day from following the LORD? And it shall be, if you rebel today against the LORD, that tomorrow RHe will be angry with the whole congregation of Israel.

19T‘Nevertheless, if the land of your possession is unclean, then cross over to the land of the possession of the LORD, Rwhere the LORD’s tabernacle stands, and take possession among us; but do not rebel against the LORD, nor rebel against us, by building yourselves an altar besides the altar of the LORD our God.

20R‘Did not Achan the son of Zerah Tcommit a trespass in the accursed thing, and wrath fell on all the congregation of Israel? And that man did not perish alone in his iniquity.’”

Explanation of the Altar

21Then the children of Reuben, the children of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh answered and said to the heads of the divisions* of Israel:

22“The LORD God of gods, the LORD God of gods, He knows, and let Israel itself know—if it is in rebellion, or if in treachery against the LORD, do not save us this day.

23“If we have built ourselves an altar to turn from following the LORD, or if to offer on it burnt offerings or grain offerings, or if to offer peace offerings on it, let the LORD Himself Rrequire an account.

24“But in fact we have done it Tfor fear, for a reason, saying, ‘In time to come your descendants may speak to our descendants, saying, “What have you to do with the LORD God of Israel?

25“For the LORD has made the Jordan a border between you and us, you children of Reuben and children of Gad. You have no part in the LORD.” So your descendants would make our descendants cease fearing the LORD.’

26“Therefore we said, ‘Let us now prepare to build ourselves an altar, not for burnt offering nor for sacrifice, 

27‘but that it may be Ra witness between you and us and our generations after us, that we may Rperform the service of the LORD before Him with our burnt offerings, with our sacrifices, and with our peace offerings; that your descendants may not say to our descendants in time to come, “You have no part in the LORD.”’

28“Therefore we said that it will be, when they say this to us or to our generations in time to come, that we may say, ‘Here is the replica of the altar of the LORD which our fathers made, though not for burnt offerings nor for sacrifices; but it is a witness between you and us.’

29“Far be it from us that we should rebel against the LORD, and turn from following the LORD this day, to build an altar for burnt offerings, for grain offerings, or for sacrifices, besides the altar of the LORD our God which is before His tabernacle.”

Celebration by the Western Tribes

30Now when Phinehas the priest and the rulers of the congregation, the heads of the divisions* of Israel who were with him, heard the words that the children of Reuben, the children of Gad, and the children of Manasseh spoke, it pleased them.

31Then Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest said to the children of Reuben, the children of Gad, and the children of Manasseh, “This day we perceive that the LORD is Ramong us, because you have not committed this treachery against the LORD. Now you have delivered the children of Israel out of the hand of the LORD.”

32And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, and the rulers, returned from the children of Reuben and the children of Gad, from the land of Gilead to the land of Canaan, to the children of Israel, and brought back word to them.

33So the thing pleased the children of Israel, and the children of Israel Rblessed God; they spoke no more of going against them in battle, to destroy the land where the children of Reuben and Gad dwelt.

34The children of Reuben and the children of Gad* called the altar, Witness, “For it is a witness between us that the LORD is God.”




CHAPTER 23

A Reminder from History

1Now it came to pass, a long time after the LORD Rhad given rest to Israel from all their enemies round about, that Joshua was old, advanced in age.

2And Joshua Rcalled for all Israel, for their elders, for their heads, for their judges, and for their officers, and said to them: “I am old, advanced in age.

3“You have seen all that the RLORD your God has done to all these nations because of you, for the RLORD your God is He who has fought for you.

4“See, RI have divided to you by lot these nations that remain, to be an inheritance for your tribes, from the Jordan, with all the nations that I have cut off, as far as the Great Sea westward.

5“And the LORD your God Rwill expel them from before you and drive them out of your sight. So you shall possess their land, as the LORD your God promised you.

6R“Therefore be very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, lest you turn aside from it to the right hand or to the left, 

7“and lest you go among these nations, these who remain among you. You shall not make mention of the name of their gods, nor cause anyone to swear by them; you shall not serve them nor bow down to them, 

8“but you shall hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have done to this day.

9R“For the LORD has Tdriven out from before you great and strong nations; but as for you, no one has been able to stand against you to this day.

10“One man of you shall chase a thousand, for the LORD your God is He who fights for you, Ras He promised you.

11“Therefore take careful heed to yourselves, that you love the LORD your God.

12“Or else, if indeed you do Rgo back, and cling to the remnant of these nations—these that remain among you—and Rmake marriages with them, and go in to them and they to you, 

13“know for certain that Rthe LORD your God will no longer drive out these nations from before you. RBut they shall be snares and traps to you, and scourges on your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from this good land which the LORD your God has given you.

14“Behold, this day RI am going the way of all the earth. And you know in all your hearts and in all your souls that Rnot one thing has failed of all the good things which the LORD your God spoke concerning you. All have come to pass for you; not one word of them has failed.

15R“Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all the good things have come upon you which the LORD your God promised you, so the LORD will bring upon you Rall harmful things, until He has destroyed you from this good land which the LORD your God has given you.

16“When you have transgressed the covenant of the LORD your God, which He commanded you, and have gone and served other gods, and bowed down to them, then the Ranger of the LORD will burn against you, and you shall perish quickly from the good land which He has given you.”




CHAPTER 24

Renewal of the Covenant

1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to RShechem and called for the elders of Israel, for their heads, for their judges, and for their officers; and they presented themselves before God.

2And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: R‘Your fathers, including Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, dwelt on the other side of the River* in old times; and Rthey served other gods.

3‘Then I took your father Abraham from the other side of the River, led him throughout all the land of Canaan, and multiplied his descendants and gave him Isaac.

4‘To Isaac I gave RJacob and Esau. To REsau I gave the mountains of Seir to possess, Rbut Jacob and his children went down to Egypt.

5‘Also I sent Moses and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, according to what I did among them. Afterward I brought you out.

6‘Then I brought your fathers out of Egypt, and you came to the sea; and the Egyptians pursued your fathers with chariots and horsemen to the Red Sea.

7‘So they cried out to the LORD; and He put Rdarkness between you and the Egyptians, brought the sea upon them, and covered them. And Ryour eyes saw what I did in Egypt. Then you dwelt in the wilderness Ra long time.

8‘And I brought you into the land of the Amorites, who dwelt on the other side of the Jordan, Rand they fought with you. But I gave them into your hand, that you might possess their land, and I destroyed them from before you.

9‘Then RBalak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose to make war against Israel, and Rsent and called Balaam the son of Beor to curse you.

10R‘But I would not listen to Balaam; therefore he continued to bless you. So I delivered you out of his hand.

11‘Then you went over the Jordan and came to Jericho. And the men of Jericho fought against you—also the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. But I delivered them into your hand.

12R‘I sent the hornet before you which drove them out from before you, also the two kings of the Amorites, but Rnot with your sword or with your bow.

13‘I have given you a land for which you did not labor, and Rcities which you did not build, and you dwell in them; you eat of the vineyards and olive groves which you did not plant.’

14R“Now therefore, fear the LORD, serve Him in Rsincerity and in truth, and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the River and in Egypt. Serve the LORD!

15“And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”

16So the people answered and said: “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods;

17“for the LORD our God is He who brought us and our fathers up out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, who did those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way that we went and among all the people through whom we passed.

18“And the LORD drove out from before us all the people, including the Amorites who dwelt in the land. RWe also will serve the LORD, for He is our God.”

19But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the LORD, for He is a holy God. He is a jealous God; He will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins.

20R“If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, Rthen He will turn and do you harm and consume you, after He has done you good.”

21And the people said to Joshua, “No, but we will serve the LORD!”

22So Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD for yourselves, to serve Him.” And they said, “We are witnesses!”

23“Now therefore, ” he said, “put away the foreign gods which are among you, and incline your heart to the LORD God of Israel.”

24And the people Rsaid to Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve, and His voice we will obey!”

25So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made for them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem.

26Then Joshua wrote these words in the Book of the Law of God. And he took a large stone, and set it up there under the oak that was by the sanctuary of the LORD.

27And Joshua said to all the people, “Behold, this stone shall be a witness to us, for it has heard all the words of the LORD which He spoke to us. It shall therefore be a witness to you, lest you deny your God.”

28So RJoshua let the people depart, each to his own inheritance.

Joshua and Eleazar Die

29RNow it came to pass after these things that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being one hundred and ten years old.

30And they buried him within the border of his inheritance at RTimnath Serah, which is in the mountains of Ephraim, on the north side of Mount Gaash.

31RIsrael served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had Rknown all the works of the LORD which He had done for Israel.

32RThe bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel had brought up out of Egypt, they buried at Shechem, in the plot of ground Rwhich Jacob had bought from the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for one hundred pieces of silver, and which had become an inheritance of the children of Joseph.

33And REleazar the son of Aaron died. They buried him in a hill belonging to Phinehas his son, which was given to him in the mountains of Ephraim.




The Book of Judges
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THE BOOK OF JUDGES

The Book of Judges stands in stark contrast to Joshua. In Joshua an obedient people conquered the land through trust in the power of God. In Judges, however, a disobedient and idolatrous people are defeated time and time again because of their rebellion against God.

In seven distinct cycles of sin to salvation, Judges shows how Israel had set aside God’s law and in its place substituted “what was right in his own eyes” (21:25). The recurring result of abandonment from God’s law is corruption from within and oppression from without. During the nearly four centuries spanned by this book, God raises up military champions to throw off the yoke of bondage and to restore the nation to pure worship. But all too soon the “sin cycle” begins again as the nation’s spiritual temperature grows steadily colder.

The Hebrew title is Shophetim, meaning “judges, ” “rulers, ” “deliverers, ” or “saviors.” Shophet not only carries the idea of maintaining justice and settling disputes, but it is also used to mean “liberating” and “delivering.” First the judges deliver the people; then they rule and administer justice. The Septuagint used the Greek equivalent of this word, Kritai (“Judges”). The Latin Vulgate called it Liber Judicum, the “Book of Judges.” This book could also appropriately be titled “The Book of Failure.”
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THE AUTHOR OF JUDGES

The author of Judges is anonymous, but Samuel or one of his prophetic students may have written it. Jewish tradition contained in the Talmud attributes Judges to Samuel, and certainly he was the crucial link between the period of the judges and the period of the kings.

It is clear from 18:31 and 20:27 that the book was written after the ark was removed from Shiloh (1 Sam. 4:3–11). The repeated phrase “In those days there was no king in Israel” (17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25) shows that Judges was also written after the commencement of Saul’s reign but before the divided kingdom. The fact that the Jebusites were dwelling in Jerusalem “to this day” (1:21) means that it was written before 1004 B.C. when David dispossessed the Jebusites (2 Sam. 5:5–9). Thus, the book was written during the time of Samuel; and it is likely that Samuel compiled this book from oral and written source material. His prophetic ministry clearly fits the moral commentary of Judges, and the consistent style and orderly scheme of Judges point to a single compiler.

Judges 18:30 contains a phrase that poses a problem to this early date of composition: “until the day of the captivity of the land.” If this refers to the 722 B.C. Assyrian captivity of Israel it could have been inserted by a later editor. It is more likely a reference to the Philistine captivity of the land during the time of the judges. This event is described as “captivity” in Psalm 78:61.

[image: ]

THE TIME OF JUDGES

If Judges was not written by Samuel, it was at least written by one of his contemporaries between 1043 B.C. (the beginning of Saul’s reign) and 1004 B.C. (David’s capture of Jerusalem).

Joshua’s seven-year conquest is general in nature; much of the land remains to be possessed (Josh. 13:1). There are still important Canaanite strongholds to be taken by the individual tribes. Some of the nations have been left to “test Israel” (Judg. 3:1, 4). During this time, the Egyptians maintain strong control along the coastal routes, but they are not interested in the hill country where Israel is primarily established.

The events covered in Judges range from about 1380 B.C. to 1045 B.C. (c. 335 years), but the period of the judges extends another thirty years since it includes the life of Samuel (1 Sam. 1:1–25:1). Evidently, the rulerships of some of the judges overlap because not all of them ruled over the entire land. Judges describes the cycles of apostasy, oppression, and deliverance in the southern region (3:7–31), the northern region (4:1–5:31), the central region (6:1–10:5), the eastern region (10:6–12:15), and the western region (13:1–16:31). The spread of apostasy covers the whole land.
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THE CHRIST OF JUDGES

Each judge is a savior and a ruler, a spiritual and political deliverer. Thus, the judges portray the role of Christ as the Savior-King of His people. The Book of Judges also illustrates the need for a righteous king.

Including 1 Samuel, seventeen judges are mentioned altogether. Some are warrior-rulers (for example, Othniel and Gideon), one is a priest (Eli), and two are prophets (Samuel and Deborah). This gives a cumulative picture of the three offices of Christ, who excelled all His predecessors in that He was the ultimate Prophet, Priest, and King.
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KEYS TO JUDGES

Key Word: Cycles—The Book of Judges is written more on a thematic than a chronological basis (chs. 16–21 actually precede chs. 3–15). The author uses the accounts of the various judges to prove the utter failure of living out the closing verse of Judges: “Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” To accomplish this, the author uses a five-point cycle to recount the repeated spiral of disobedience, destruction, and defeat. The five parts are: (1) sin, (2) servitude, (3) supplication, (4) salvation, and (5) silence.

Key Verses: Judges 2:20, 21; 21:25—“Then the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel; and He said, ‘Because this nation has transgressed My covenant which I commanded their fathers, and has not heeded My voice, I also will no longer drive out before them any of the nations which Joshua left when he died’” (2:20, 21).

“In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (21:25).

Key Chapter: Judges 2—The second chapter of Judges is a miniature of the whole book as it records the transition of the godly to the ungodly generation, the format of the cycles, and the purpose of God in not destroying the Canaanites.
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SURVEY OF JUDGES

Following the death of Joshua, Israel plunges into a 350-year Dark Age. After Joshua and the generation of the conquest pass on, “another generation arose after them who did not know the LORD nor the work which He had done for Israel” (2:10; see also 2:7–10; Josh. 24:31). Judges opens with a description of Israel’s deterioration, continues with seven cycles of oppression and deliverance, and concludes with two illustrations of Israel’s depravity.

Deterioration (1:1–3:4): Judges begins with short-lived military successes after Joshua’s death, but quickly turns to the repeated failure of all the tribes to drive out their enemies. The people feel the lack of a unified central leader, but the primary reasons for their failure are a lack of faith in God and a lack of obedience to Him (2:1–3). Compromise leads to conflict and chaos. Israel does not drive out the inhabitants (1:21, 27, 29, 30); instead of removing the moral cancer spread by the inhabitants of Canaan, they contract the disease. The Canaanite gods literally become a snare to them (2:3). Judges 2:11–23 is a microcosm of the pattern found in Judges 3–16.

Deliverances (3:5–16:31): This section describes seven apostasies (fallings away from God), seven servitudes, and seven deliverances. Each of the seven cycles has five steps: sin, servitude, supplication, salvation, and silence. These also can be described by the words rebellion, retribution, repentance, restoration, and rest. The seven cycles connect together as a descending spiral of sin (2:19). Israel vacillates between obedience and apostasy as the people continually fail to learn from their mistakes. Apostasy grows, but the rebellion is not continual. The times of rest and peace are longer than the times of bondage. The monotony of Israel’s sins can be contrasted with the creativity of God’s methods of deliverance.

The judges are military and civil leaders during this period of loose confederacy. Thirteen are mentioned in this book, and four more are found in 1 Samuel (Eli, Samuel, Joel, and Abijah).

Depravity (17:1–21:25): These chapters illustrate (1) religious apostasy (17 and 18) and (2) social and moral depravity (19–21) during the period of the judges. Chapters 19–21 contain one of the worst tales of degradation in the Bible. Judges closes with a key to understanding the period: “everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (21:25). The people are not doing what is wrong in their own eyes, but what is “evil in the sight of the LORD” (2:11).
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OUTLINE OF JUDGES

Part One: The Deterioration of Israel and Failure to Complete the Conquest of Canaan (1:1–3:4)

I. The Failure of Israel to Complete the Conquest … 1:1–36

A. Failure of Judah … 1:1–20

B. Failure of Benjamin … 1:21

C. Failure of Tribes of Joseph … 1:22–29

D. Failure of Zebulun … 1:30

E. Failure of Asher … 1:31, 32

F. Failure of Naphtali … 1:33

G. Failure of Dan … 1:34–36

II. The Judgment of God for Not Completing the Conquest … 2:1–3:4

A. Angel Announces Judgment … 2:1–5

B. Godly Generation Dies … 2:6–10

C. Judgment of God Is Described … 2:11–19

D. Enemy Is Left as a Test … 2:20–3:4

Part Two: The Deliverance of Israel During the Seven Cycles (3:5–16:31)

I. The Southern Campaign … 3:5–31

A. The Judge Othniel … 3:5–11

B. The Judge Ehud … 3:12–30

C. The Judge Shamgar … 3:31

II. The Northern Campaign: The Judges Deborah and Barak … 4:1–5:31

A. Deborah and Barak Are Called … 4:1–11

B. Canaanites Are Defeated … 4:12–24

C. Song of Deborah and Barak … 5:1–31

III. The Central Campaign … 6:1–10:5

A. The Judge Gideon … 6:1–8:32

1. Israel Sins … 6:1–10

2. Gideon Called … 6:11–40

3. Midianites Defeated … 7:1–8:21

4. Gideon Judges … 8:22–32

B. The Judge Abimelech … 8:33–9:57

1. Confusion After Gideon Dies … 8:33–35

2. Deception of Abimelech … 9:1–6

3. Revelation of Jotham … 9:7–21

4. Destruction of Shechem … 9:22–49

5. Death of Abimelech … 9:50–57

C. The Judge Tola … 10:1, 2

D. The Judge Jair … 10:3–5

IV. The Eastern Campaign: The Judge Jephthah … 10:6–12:7

A. Israel Sins … 10:6–18

B. Salvation: Jephthah … 11:1–12:7

1. Jephthah Is Called … 11:1–11

2. Jephthah Judges … 11:12–28

3. Jephthah Vows … 11:29–40

4. Ephraim Is Conquered … 12:1–7

V. The Second Northern Campaign … 12:8–15

A. The Judge Ibzan … 12:8–10

B. The Judge Elon … 12:11, 12

C. The Judge Abdon … 12:13–15

VI. The Western Campaign: The Judge Samson … 13:1–16:31

A. Miraculous Birth of Samson … 13:1–25

B. Sinful Marriage of Samson … 14:1–20

C. Judgeship of Samson … 15:1–20

D. Failure of Samson … 16:1–31

Part Three: The Depravity of Israel in Sinning Like the Canaanites (17:1–21:25)

I. The Failure of Israel Through Idolatry … 17:1–18:31

A. Example of Personal Idolatry … 17:1–13

B. Example of Tribal Idolatry … 18:1–31

II. The Failure of Israel Through Immorality … 19:1–30

A. Example of Personal Immorality … 19:1–10
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CHAPTER 1

Failure of Judah

1Now after the Rdeath of Joshua it came to pass that the children of Israel Rasked the LORD, saying, “Who shall be first to go up for us against the Canaanites to fight against them?”

2And the LORD said, R“Judah shall go up. Indeed I have delivered the land into his hand.”

3So Judah said to Simeon his brother, “Come up with me to my allotted territory, that we may fight against the Canaanites; and I will likewise go with you to your allotted territory.” And Simeon went with him.

4Then Judah went up, and the LORD delivered the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand; and they killed ten thousand men at RBezek.

5And they found Adoni-Bezek in Bezek, and fought against him; and they defeated the Canaanites and the Perizzites.

6Then Adoni-Bezek fled, and they pursued him and caught him and cut off his thumbs and big toes.

7And Adoni-Bezek said, “Seventy kings with their thumbs and big toes cut off used to gather scraps under my table; Ras I have done, so God has repaid me.” Then they brought him to Jerusalem, and there he died.

8Now Rthe children of Judah fought against Jerusalem and took it; they struck it with the edge of the sword and set the city on fire.

9RAnd afterward the children of Judah went down to fight against the Canaanites who dwelt in the mountains, in the South, * and in the lowland.

10Then Judah went against the Canaanites who dwelt in Hebron. (Now the name of Hebron was formerly Kirjath Arba.) And they killed Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai.

11RFrom there they went against the inhabitants of Debir. (The name of Debir was formerly Kirjath Sepher.)

12Then Caleb said, “Whoever attacks Kirjath Sepher and takes it, to him I will give my daughter Achsah as wife.”

13And Othniel the son of Kenaz, RCaleb’s younger brother, took it; so he gave him his daughter Achsah as wife.

14RNow it happened, when she came to him, that she urged him* to ask her father for a field. And she dismounted from her donkey, and Caleb said to her, “What do you wish?”

15So she said to him, R“Give me a blessing; since you have given me land in the South, give me also springs of water.” And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the lower springs.

16RNow the children of the Kenite, Moses’ father-in-law, went up Rfrom the City of Palms with the children of Judah into the Wilderness of Judah, which lies in the South near Arad; and they went and dwelt among the people.

17RAnd Judah went with his brother Simeon, and they attacked the Canaanites who inhabited Zephath, and utterly destroyed it. So the name of the city was called RHormah.

18Also Judah took RGaza with its territory, Ashkelon with its territory, and Ekron with its territory.

19So the LORD was with Judah. And they drove out the mountaineers, but they could not drive out the inhabitants of the lowland, because they had chariots of iron.

20RAnd they gave Hebron to Caleb, as Moses had said. Then he expelled from there the three sons of Anak.

Failure of Benjamin

21But the children of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites who inhabited Jerusalem; so the Jebusites dwell with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem to this day.

Failure of Tribes of Joseph

22And the Thouse of Joseph also went up against Bethel, Rand the LORD was with them.

23So the Thouse of Joseph Rsent men to spy out Bethel. (The name of the city was formerly RLuz.)

24And when the spies saw a man coming out of the city, they said to him, “Please show us the entrance to the city, and Rwe will show you mercy.”

25So he showed them the entrance to the city, and they struck the city with the edge of the sword; but they let the man and all his family go.

26And the man went to the land of the Hittites, built a city, and called its name Luz, which is its name to this day.

27RHowever, Manasseh did not drive out the inhabitants of Beth Shean and its villages, or RTaanach and its villages, or the inhabitants of Dor and its villages, or the inhabitants of Ibleam and its villages, or the inhabitants of Megiddo and its villages; for the Canaanites were determined to dwell in that land.

28And it came to pass, when Israel was strong, that they put the Canaanites Tunder tribute, but did not completely drive them out.

29RNor did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites who dwelt in Gezer; so the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer among them.

Failure of Zebulun

30Nor did RZebulun drive out the inhabitants of Kitron or the inhabitants of Nahalol; so the Canaanites dwelt among them, and were put under tribute.

Failure of Asher

31Nor did Asher drive out the inhabitants of Acco or the inhabitants of Sidon, or of Ahlab, Achzib, Helbah, Aphik, or Rehob.

32So the Asherites Rdwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land; for they did not drive them out.

Failure of Naphtali

33RNor did Naphtali drive out the inhabitants of Beth Shemesh or the inhabitants of Beth Anath; but they dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land. Nevertheless the inhabitants of Beth Shemesh and Beth Anath were put under tribute to them.

Failure of Dan

34And the Amorites forced the children of Dan into the mountains, for they would not allow them to come down to the valley;





35and the Amorites were determined to dwell in Mount Heres, Rin Aijalon, and in Shaalbim;* yet when the strength of the house of Joseph became greater, they were put under tribute.

36Now the boundary of the Amorites was Rfrom the Ascent of Akrabbim, from Sela, and upward.




CHAPTER 2

Angel Announces Judgment

1Then the Angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said: “I led you up from Egypt and brought you to the land of which I swore to your fathers; and I said, ‘I will never break My covenant with you.

2‘And you shall make no Tcovenant with the inhabitants of this land; you shall tear down their altars.’ But you have not obeyed My voice. Why have you done this?

3“Therefore I also said, ‘I will not drive them out before you; but they shall be thorns in your side, * and Rtheir gods shall be a Rsnare to you.’”

4So it was, when the Angel of the LORD spoke these words to all the children of Israel, that the people lifted up their voices and wept.

5Then they called the name of that place Bochim;* and they sacrificed there to the LORD.

Godly Generation Dies

6And when Joshua had dismissed the people, the children of Israel went each to his own inheritance to possess the land.

7RSo the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the LORD which He had done for Israel.

8Now RJoshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died when he was one hundred and ten years old.

9RAnd they buried him within the border of his inheritance at RTimnath Heres, in the mountains of Ephraim, on the north side of Mount Gaash.

10When all that generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation arose after them who did not know the LORD nor the work which He had done for Israel.

Judgment of God Is Described

11Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and served the Baals;

12and they forsook the LORD God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt; and they followed other gods from among the gods of the people who were all around them, and they bowed down to them; and they provoked the LORD to anger.

13They forsook the LORD Rand served Baal and the Ashtoreths.*

14And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel. So He delivered them into the hands of plunderers who despoiled them; and He sold them into the hands of their enemies all around, so that they could no longer stand before their enemies.

15Wherever they went out, the hand of the LORD was against them for calamity, as the LORD had said, and as the LORD had sworn to them. And they were greatly distressed.

16Nevertheless, Rthe LORD raised up judges who delivered them out of the hand of those who plundered them.

17Yet they would not listen to their judges, but they Rplayed the harlot with other gods, and bowed down to them. They turned quickly from the way in which their fathers walked, in obeying the commandments of the LORD; they did not do so.

18And when the LORD raised up judges for them, Rthe LORD was with the judge and delivered them out of the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge; Rfor the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning because of those who oppressed them and harassed them.

19And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, that they reverted and behaved more corruptly than their fathers, by following other gods, to serve them and bow down to them. They did not cease from their own doings nor from their stubborn way.

Enemy Is Left as a Test

20Then the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel; and He said, “Because this nation has Rtransgressed My covenant which I commanded their fathers, and has not heeded My voice, 

21“I also will no longer drive out before them any of the nations which Joshua Rleft when he died, 

22“so Rthat through them I may Rtest Israel, whether they will keep the ways of the LORD, to walk in them as their fathers kept them, or not.”

23Therefore the LORD left those nations, without driving them out immediately; nor did He deliver them into the hand of Joshua.




CHAPTER 3

1Now these are Rthe nations which the LORD left, that He might test Israel by them, that is, all who had not known any of the wars in Canaan

2(this was only so that the generations of the children of Israel might be taught to know war, at least those who had not formerly known it), 

3namely, Rfive lords of the Philistines, all the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hivites who dwelt in Mount Lebanon, from Mount Baal Hermon to the entrance of Hamath.

4And they were left, that He might test Israel by them, to Tknow whether they would obey the commandments of the LORD, which He had commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses.

The Judge Othniel

5Thus the children of Israel dwelt among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

6And they took their daughters to be their wives, and gave their daughters to their sons; and they served their gods.

7So the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD. They forgot the LORD their God, and served the Baals and Asherahs.*

8Therefore the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and He sold them into the hand of RCushan-Rishathaim king of Mesopotamia; and the children of Israel served Cushan-Rishathaim eight years.

9When the children of Israel Rcried out to the LORD, the LORD Rraised up a deliverer for the children of Israel, who delivered them: ROthniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother.

10The Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he judged Israel. He went out to war, and the LORD delivered Cushan-Rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his hand; and his hand prevailed over Cushan-Rishathaim.

11So the land had rest for forty years. Then Othniel the son of Kenaz died.

The Judge Ehud

12RAnd the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the LORD. So the LORD strengthened REglon king of Moab against Israel, because they had done evil in the sight of the LORD.

13Then he gathered to himself the people of Ammon and RAmalek, went and Tdefeated Israel, and took possession of Rthe City of Palms.

14So the children of Israel Rserved Eglon king of Moab eighteen years.

15But when the children of Israel Rcried out to the LORD, the LORD raised up a deliverer for them: Ehud the son of Gera, the Benjamite, a Rleft-handed man. By him the children of Israel sent tribute to Eglon king of Moab.

16Now Ehud made himself a dagger (it was double-edged and a cubit in length) and fastened it under his clothes on his right thigh.

17So he brought the tribute to Eglon king of Moab. (Now Eglon was a very fat man.)

18And when he had finished presenting the tribute, he sent away the people who had carried the tribute.

19But he himself turned back Rfrom the stone images that were at Gilgal, and said, “I have a secret message for you, O king.” He said, “Keep silence!” And all who attended him went out from him.

20So Ehud came to him (now he was sitting upstairs in his cool private chamber). Then Ehud said, “I have a message from God for you.” So he arose from his seat.

21Then Ehud reached with his left hand, took the dagger from his right thigh, and thrust it into his belly.

22Even the Thilt went in after the blade, and the fat closed over the blade, for he did not draw the dagger out of his belly; and his entrails came out.

23Then Ehud went out through the porch and shut the doors of the upper room behind him and locked them.

24When he had gone out, Eglon’s* servants came to look, and to their surprise, the doors of the upper room were locked. So they said, “He is probably Rattending to his needs in the cool chamber.”

25So they waited till they were embarrassed, and still he had not opened the doors of the upper room. Therefore they took the key and opened them. And there was their master, fallen dead on the floor.

26But Ehud had escaped while they delayed, and passed beyond the Tstone images and escaped to Seirah.

27And it happened, when he arrived, that Rhe blew the trumpet in the Rmountains of Ephraim, and the children of Israel went down with him from the mountains; and he led them.

28Then he said to them, “Follow me, for Rthe LORD has delivered your enemies the Moabites into your hand.” So they went down after him, seized the Rfords of the Jordan leading to Moab, and did not allow anyone to cross over.

29And at that time they killed about ten thousand men of Moab, all stout men of valor; not a man escaped.

30So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of Israel. And Rthe land had rest for eighty years.

The Judge Shamgar

31After him was Shamgar the son of Anath, who killed six hundred men of the Philistines Rwith an ox goad; and he also delivered RIsrael.




CHAPTER 4

Deborah and Barak Are Called

1When Ehud was dead, Rthe children of Israel again did Revil in the sight of the LORD.

2So the LORD sold them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. The commander of his army was Sisera, who dwelt in Harosheth Hagoyim.

3And the children of Israel cried out to the LORD; for Jabin had nine hundred chariots of iron, and for twenty years he had harshly oppressed the children of Israel.

4Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, was judging Israel at that time.

5And she would sit under the palm tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the mountains of Ephraim. And the children of Israel came up to her for judgment.

6Then she sent and called for RBarak the son of Abinoam from RKedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, “Has not the LORD God of Israel commanded, ‘Go and Tdeploy troops at Mount Tabor; take with you ten thousand men of the sons of Naphtali and of the sons of Zebulun; 

7‘and against you RI will deploy Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his multitude at the RRiver Kishon; and I will Tdeliver him into your hand’?”

8And Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, then I will go; but if you will not go with me, I will not go!”

9So she said, “I will surely go with you; nevertheless there will be no glory for you in the journey you are taking, for the LORD will Rsell Sisera into the hand of a woman.” Then Deborah arose and went with Barak to Kedesh.

10And Barak called RZebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh; he went up with ten thousand men Runder his command, * and Deborah went up with him.

11Now Heber the Kenite, of the children of Hobab the father-in-law of Moses, had separated himself from the Kenites and pitched his tent near the terebinth tree at Zaanaim, which is beside Kedesh.

Canaanites Are Defeated

12And they reported to Sisera that Barak the son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor.

13So Sisera gathered together all his chariots, nine hundred chariots of iron, and all the people who were with him, from Harosheth Hagoyim to the River Kishon.

14Then Deborah said to Barak, T“Up! For this is the day in which the LORD has delivered Sisera into your hand. RHas not the LORD gone out before you?” So Barak went down from Mount Tabor with ten thousand men following him.

15And the LORD routed Sisera and all his chariots and all his army with the edge of the sword before Barak; and Sisera alighted from his chariot and fled away on foot.

16But Barak pursued the chariots and the army as far as Harosheth Hagoyim, and all the army of Sisera fell by the edge of the sword; not a man was Rleft.

17However, Sisera had fled away on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite; for there was peace between Jabin king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite.

18And Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said to him, “Turn aside, my lord, turn aside to me; do not fear.” And when he had turned aside with her into the tent, she covered him with a Tblanket.

19Then he said to her, “Please give me a little water to drink, for I am thirsty.” So she opened Ra jug of milk, gave him a drink, and covered him.

20And he said to her, “Stand at the door of the tent, and if any man comes and inquires of you, and says, ‘Is there any man here?’ you shall say, ‘No.’”

21Then Jael, Heber’s wife, took a tent peg and took a hammer in her hand, and went softly to him and drove the peg into his temple, and it went down into the ground; for he was fast asleep and weary. So he died.

22And then, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out to meet him, and said to him, “Come, I will show you the man whom you seek.” And when he went into her tent, there lay Sisera, dead with the peg in his temple.

23So on that day God subdued Jabin king of Canaan in the presence of the children of Israel.

24And the hand of the children of Israel grew stronger and stronger against Jabin king of Canaan, until they had destroyed Jabin king of Canaan.




CHAPTER 5

Song of Deborah and Barak

1Then Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam sang on that day, saying:

2“When leaders lead in Israel, 

RWhen the people Twillingly offer themselves, 

Bless the LORD!

3“Hear, R O kings! Give ear, O princes!

I, even RI, will sing to the LORD;

I will sing praise to the LORD God of Israel.

4“LORD, Rwhen You went out from Seir, 

When You marched from Rthe field of Edom, 

The earth trembled and the heavens poured, 

The clouds also poured water;

5RThe mountains Tgushed before the LORD, 

RThis Sinai, before the LORD God of Israel.

6“In the days of Shamgar, son of Anath, 

In the days of RJael, 

RThe highways were deserted, 

And the travelers walked along the byways.

7Village life ceased, it ceased in Israel, 

Until I, Deborah, arose, 

Arose a mother in Israel.

8They chose Rnew gods;

Then there was war in the gates;

Not a shield or spear was seen among forty thousand in Israel.

9My heart is with the rulers of Israel

Who offered themselves willingly with the people.

Bless the LORD!

10“Speak, you who ride on white Rdonkeys, 

Who sit in judges’ attire, 

And who walk along the road.

11Far from the noise of the archers, among the watering places, 

There they shall recount the righteous acts of the LORD, 

The righteous acts for His villagers in Israel;

Then the people of the LORD shall go down to the gates.

12“Awake, R awake, Deborah!

Awake, awake, sing a song!

Arise, Barak, and lead your captives away, 

O son of Abinoam!

13“Then the survivors came down, the people against the nobles;

The LORD came down for me against the mighty.

14From Ephraim were those whose roots were in RAmalek.

After you, Benjamin, with your peoples, 

From Machir rulers came down, 

And from Zebulun those who bear the recruiter’s staff.

15And the princes of Issachar* were with Deborah;

As Issachar, so was Barak

Sent into the valley under his command;*

Among the divisions of Reuben

There were great resolves of heart.

16Why did you sit among the sheepfolds, 

To hear the pipings for the flocks?

The divisions of Reuben have great searchings of heart.

17Gilead stayed beyond the Jordan, 

And why did Dan remain on ships?*

RAsher continued at the seashore, 

And stayed by his inlets.

18RZebulun is a people who jeopardized their lives to the point of death, 

Naphtali also, on the heights of the battlefield.

19“The kings came and fought, 

Then the kings of Canaan fought

In RTaanach, by the waters of Megiddo;

They took no spoils of silver.

20They fought from the heavens;

The stars from their courses fought against Sisera.

21RThe torrent of Kishon swept them away, 

That ancient torrent, the torrent of Kishon.

O my soul, march on in strength!

22Then the horses’ hooves pounded, 

The galloping, galloping of his steeds.

23‘Curse Meroz, ’ said the angel* of the LORD, 

‘Curse its inhabitants bitterly, 

Because they did not come to the help of the LORD, 

To the help of the LORD against the mighty.’

24“Most blessed among women is Jael, 

The wife of Heber the Kenite;

Blessed is she among women in tents.

25He asked for water, she gave milk;

She brought out cream in a lordly bowl.

26She stretched her hand to the tent peg, 

Her right hand to the workmen’s hammer;

She pounded Sisera, she pierced his head, 

She split and struck through his temple.

27At her feet he sank, he fell, he lay still;

At her feet he sank, he fell;

Where he sank, there he fell dead.

28“The mother of Sisera looked through the window, 

And cried out through the lattice, 

‘Why is his chariot so long in coming?

Why tarries the clatter of his chariots?’

29Her wisest ladies answered her, 

Yes, she answered herself, 

30‘Are they not finding and dividing the spoil:

To every man a girl or two;

For Sisera, plunder of dyed garments, 

Plunder of garments embroidered and dyed, 

Two pieces of dyed embroidery for the neck of the looter?’

31“Thus let all Your enemies Rperish, O LORD!

But let those who love Him be Rlike the Rsun

When it comes out in full strength.”

So the land had rest for forty years.




CHAPTER 6

Israel Sins

1Then the children of Israel did Revil in the sight of the LORD. So the LORD delivered them into the hand of RMidian for seven years, 

2and the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel. Because of the Midianites, the children of Israel made for themselves the dens, Rthe caves, and the strongholds which are in the mountains.

3So it was, whenever Israel had sown, Midianites would come up; also Amalekites and the Rpeople of the East would come up against them.

4Then they would encamp against them and destroy the produce of the earth as far as Gaza, and leave no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep nor ox nor donkey.

5For they would come up with their livestock and their tents, coming in as numerous as locusts; both they and their camels were Twithout number; and they would enter the land to destroy it.

6So Israel was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites, and the children of Israel Rcried out to the LORD.

7And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried out to the LORD because of the Midianites, 

8that the LORD sent a prophet to the children of Israel, who said to them, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘I brought you up from Egypt and brought you out of the Rhouse of Tbondage;

9‘and I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians and out of the hand of all who oppressed you, and Rdrove them out before you and gave you their land.

10‘Also I said to you, “I am the LORD your God; Rdo not fear the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell.” But you have not obeyed My voice.’”

Gideon Called

11Now the Angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth tree which was in Ophrah, which belonged to Joash Rthe Abiezrite, while his son RGideon threshed wheat in the winepress, in order to hide it from the Midianites.

12And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him, and said to him, “The LORD is Rwith you, you mighty man of valor!”

13Gideon said to Him, “O my lord, * if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD has forsaken us and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.”

14Then the LORD turned to him and said, R“Go in this might of yours, and you shall save Israel from the hand of the Midianites. RHave I not sent you?”

15So he said to Him, “O my Lord, * how can I save Israel? Indeed Rmy clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.”

16And the LORD said to him, R“Surely I will be with you, and you shall Tdefeat the Midianites as one man.”

17Then he said to Him, “If now I have found favor in Your sight, then show me a sign that it is You who talk with me.

18R“Do not depart from here, I pray, until I come to You and bring out my offering and set it before You.” And He said, “I will wait until you come back.”

19RSo Gideon went in and prepared a young goat, and unleavened bread from an ephah of flour. The meat he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot; and he brought them out to Him under the terebinth tree and presented them.

20The Angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened bread and Rlay them on this rock, and Rpour out the broth.” And he did so.

21Then the Angel of the LORD put out the end of the staff that was in His hand, and touched the meat and the unleavened bread; and fire rose out of the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened bread. And the Angel of the LORD departed out of his sight.

22Now Gideon Rperceived that He was the Angel of the LORD. So Gideon said, “Alas, O Lord GOD! RFor I have seen the Angel of the LORD face to face.”

23Then the LORD said to him, “Peace be with you; do not fear, you shall not die.”

24So Gideon built an altar there to the LORD, and called it The-LORD-Is-Peace.* To this day it is still Rin Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

25Now it came to pass the same night that the LORD said to him, “Take your father’s young bull, the second bull of seven years old, and Rtear down the altar of RBaal that your father has, and cut down the wooden image* that is beside it;

26“and build an altar to the LORD your God on top of this rock in the proper arrangement, and take the second bull and offer a burnt sacrifice with the wood of the image which you shall cut down.”

27So Gideon took ten men from among his servants and did as the LORD had said to him. But because he feared his father’s household and the men of the city too much to do it by day, he did it by night.

28And when the men of the city arose early in the morning, there was the altar of Baal, torn down; and the wooden image that was beside it was cut down, and the second bull was being offered on the altar which had been built.

29So they said to one another, “Who has done this thing?” And when they had inquired and asked, they said, “Gideon the son of Joash has done this thing.”

30Then the men of the city said to Joash, “Bring out your son, that he may die, because he has torn down the altar of Baal, and because he has cut down the wooden image that was beside it.”

31But Joash said to all who stood against him, “Would you Tplead for Baal? Would you save him? Let the one who would plead for him be put to death by morning! If he is a god, let him plead for himself, because his altar has been torn down!”

32Therefore on that day he called him Jerubbaal, * saying, “Let Baal plead against him, because he has torn down his altar.”

33Then all Rthe Midianites and Amalekites, the people of the East, gathered together; and they crossed over and encamped in Rthe Valley of Jezreel.

34But Rthe Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon; then he blew the trumpet, and the Abiezrites gathered behind him.

35And he sent messengers throughout all Manasseh, who also gathered behind him. He also sent messengers to RAsher, RZebulun, and Naphtali; and they came up to meet them.

36So Gideon said to God, “If You will save Israel by my hand as You have said—

37R“look, I shall put a fleece of wool on the threshing floor; if there is dew on the fleece only, and it is dry on all the ground, then I shall know that You will save Israel by my hand, as You have said.”

38And it was so. When he rose early the next morning and squeezed the fleece together, he wrung the dew out of the fleece, a bowlful of water.

39Then Gideon said to God, R“Do not be angry with me, but let me speak just once more: Let me test, I pray, just once more with the fleece; let it now be dry only on the fleece, but on all the ground let there be dew.”

40And God did so that night. It was dry on the fleece only, but there was dew on all the ground.




CHAPTER 7

Midianites Defeated

1Then RJerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with him rose early and encamped beside the well of Harod, so that the camp of the Midianites was on the north side of them by the hill of Moreh in the valley.

2And the LORD said to Gideon, “The people who are with you are too many for Me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel Rclaim glory for itself against Me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’

3“Now therefore, proclaim in the hearing of the people, saying, R‘Whoever is fearful and afraid, let him turn and depart at once from Mount Gilead.’” And twenty-two thousand of the people returned, and ten thousand remained.

4But the LORD said to Gideon, “The people are still too many; bring them down to the water, and I will test them for you there. Then it will be, that of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall go with you, ’ the same shall go with you; and of whomever I say to you, ‘This one shall not go with you, ’ the same shall not go.”

5So he brought the people down to the water. And the LORD said to Gideon, “Everyone who laps from the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set apart by himself; likewise everyone who gets down on his knees to drink.”

6And the number of those who lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, was three hundred men; but all the rest of the people got down on their knees to drink water.

7Then the LORD said to Gideon, R“By the three hundred men who lapped I will save you, and deliver the Midianites into your hand. Let all the other people go, every man to his Tplace.”

8So the people took provisions and their trumpets in their hands. And he sent away all the rest of Israel, every man to his tent, and retained those three hundred men. Now the camp of Midian was below him in the valley.

9It happened on the same Rnight that the LORD said to him, “Arise, go down against the camp, for I have delivered it into your hand.

10“But if you are afraid to go down, go down to the camp with Purah your servant, 

11“and you shall hear what they say; and afterward your hands shall be strengthened to go down against the camp.” Then he went down with Purah his servant to the outpost of the armed men who were in the camp.

12Now the Midianites and Amalekites, all the people of the East, were lying in the valley Ras numerous as locusts; and their camels were without number, as the sand by the seashore in multitude.

13And when Gideon had come, there was a man telling a dream to his companion. He said, “I have had a dream: To my surprise, a loaf of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian; it came to a tent and struck it so that it fell and overturned, and the tent collapsed.”

14Then his companion answered and said, “This is nothing else but the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel! Into his hand RGod has delivered Midian and the whole camp.”

15And so it was, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, that he worshiped. He returned to the camp of Israel, and said, “Arise, for the LORD has delivered the camp of Midian into your hand.”

16Then he divided the three hundred men into three companies, and he put a trumpet into every man’s hand, with empty pitchers, and torches inside the pitchers.

17And he said to them, “Look at me and do likewise; watch, and when I come to the edge of the camp you shall do as I do:

18“When I blow the trumpet, I and all who are with me, then you also blow the trumpets on every side of the whole camp, and say, ‘The sword of the LORD and of Gideon!’”

19So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outpost of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, just as they had posted the watch; and they blew the trumpets and broke the pitchers that were in their hands.

20Then the three companies blew the trumpets and broke the pitchers—they held the torches in their left hands and the trumpets in their right hands for blowing—and they cried, “The sword of the LORD and of Gideon!”

21And Revery man stood in his place all around the camp; Rand the whole army ran and cried out and fled.

22When the three hundred Rblew the trumpets, Rthe LORD set every man’s sword against his companion throughout the whole camp; and the army fled to Beth Acacia, * toward Zererah, as far as the border of Abel Meholah, by Tabbath.

23And the men of Israel gathered together from RNaphtali, Asher, and all Manasseh, and pursued the Midianites.

24Then Gideon sent messengers throughout all the Rmountains of Ephraim, saying, “Come down against the Midianites, and seize from them the watering places as far as Beth Barah and the Jordan.” Then all the men of Ephraim gathered together and seized the watering places as far as RBeth Barah and the Jordan.

25And they captured two princes of the Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb. They killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb they killed at the winepress of Zeeb. They pursued Midian and brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon on the other side of the Jordan.




CHAPTER 8

1Now Rthe men of Ephraim said to him, “Why have you done this to us by not calling us when you went to fight with the Midianites?” And they reprimanded him sharply.

2So he said to them, “What have I done now in comparison with you? Is not the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than the vintage of RAbiezer?

3R“God has delivered into your hands the princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb. And what was I able to do in comparison with you?” Then their Ranger toward him subsided when he said that.

4When Gideon came Rto the Jordan, he and Rthe three hundred men who were with him crossed over, exhausted but still in pursuit.

5Then he said to the men of RSuccoth, “Please give loaves of bread to the people who follow me, for they are exhausted, and I am pursuing Zebah and Zalmunna, kings of Midian.”

6And the leaders of Succoth said, R“Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in your hand, that Rwe should give bread to your army?”

7So Gideon said, “For this cause, when the LORD has delivered Zebah and Zalmunna into my hand, Rthen I will tear your flesh with the thorns of the wilderness and with briers!”

8Then he went up from there Rto Penuel and spoke to them in the same way. And the men of Penuel answered him as the men of Succoth had answered.

9So he also spoke to the men of Penuel, saying, “When I Rcome back in peace, RI will tear down this tower!”

10Now Zebah and Zalmunna were at Karkor, and their armies with them, about fifteen thousand, all who were left of Rall the army of the people of the East; for Rone hundred and twenty thousand men who drew the sword had fallen.

11Then Gideon went up by the road of those who dwell in tents on the east of Nobah and Jogbehah; and he Tattacked the army while the camp felt secure.

12When Zebah and Zalmunna fled, he pursued them; and he Rtook the two kings of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and routed the whole army.

13Then Gideon the son of Joash returned from battle, from the Ascent of Heres.

14And he caught a young man of the men of Succoth and interrogated him; and he wrote down for him the leaders of Succoth and its elders, seventy-seven men.

15Then he came to the men of Succoth and said, “Here are Zebah and Zalmunna, about whom you Rridiculed me, saying, ‘Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in your hand, that we should give bread to your weary men?’”

16And he took the elders of the city, and thorns of the wilderness and briers, and with them he taught the men of Succoth.

17Then he tore down the tower of RPenuel and killed the men of the city.

18And he said to Zebah and Zalmunna, “What kind of men were they whom you killed at RTabor?” So they answered, “As you are, so were they; each one resembled the son of a king.”

19Then he said, “They were my brothers, the sons of my mother. As the LORD lives, if you had let them live, I would not kill you.”

20And he said to Jether his firstborn, “Rise, kill them!” But the youth would not draw his sword; for he was afraid, because he was still a youth.

21So Zebah and Zalmunna said, “Rise yourself, and kill us; for as a man is, so is his strength.” So Gideon arose and killed Zebah and Zalmunna, and took the crescent ornaments that were on their camels’ necks.

Gideon Judges

22Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, R“Rule over us, both you and your son, and your grandson also; for you have delivered us from the hand of Midian.”

23But Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over you, nor shall my son rule over you; Rthe LORD shall rule over you.”

24Then Gideon said to them, “I would like to make a request of you, that each of you would give me the earrings from his plunder.” For they had golden earrings, Rbecause they were Ishmaelites.

25So they answered, “We will gladly give them.” And they spread out a garment, and each man threw into it the earrings from his plunder.

26Now the weight of the gold earrings that he requested was one thousand seven hundred shekels of gold, besides the crescent ornaments, pendants, and purple robes which were on the kings of Midian, and besides the chains that were around their camels’ necks.

27Then Gideon made it into an ephod and set it up in his city, Ophrah. And all Israel played the harlot with it there. It became a snare to Gideon and to his house.

28Thus Midian was subdued before the children of Israel, so that they lifted their heads no more. And the country was quiet for forty years in the days of Gideon.

29Then RJerubbaal the son of Joash went and dwelt in his own house.

30Gideon had seventy sons who were his own offspring, for he had many wives.

31RAnd his concubine who was in Shechem also bore him a son, whose name he called Abimelech.

32Now Gideon the son of Joash died Rat a good old age, and was buried in the tomb of Joash his father, Rin Ophrah of the Abiez-rites.

Confusion After Gideon Dies

33So it was, Ras soon as Gideon was dead, that the children of Israel again Rplayed the harlot with the Baals, and made Baal-Berith their god.

34Thus the children of Israel Rdid not remember the LORD their God, who had delivered them from the hands of all their enemies on every side;

35nor did they show kindness to the house of Jerubbaal (Gideon) in accordance with the good he had done for Israel.




CHAPTER 9

Deception of Abimelech

1Then Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem, to Rhis mother’s brothers, and spoke with them and with all the family of the house of his mother’s father, saying, 

2“Please speak in the hearing of all the men of Shechem: ‘Which is better for you, that all Rseventy of the sons of Jerubbaal reign over you, or that one reign over you?’ Remember that I am your own flesh and Rbone.”

3And his mother’s brothers spoke all these words concerning him in the hearing of all the men of Shechem; and their heart was inclined to follow Abimelech, for they said, “He is our Rbrother.”

4So they gave him seventy shekels of silver from the temple of RBaal-Berith, with which Abimelech hired worthless and reckless men; and they followed him.

5Then he went to his father’s house at Ophrah and Rkilled his brothers, the seventy sons of Jerubbaal, on one stone. But Jotham the youngest son of Jerubbaal was left, because he hid himself.

6And all the men of Shechem gathered together, all of Beth Millo, and they went and made Abimelech king beside the terebinth tree at the pillar that was in Shechem.

Revelation of Jotham

7Now when they told Jotham, he went and stood on top of RMount Gerizim, and lifted his voice and cried out. And he said to them:

“Listen to me, you men of Shechem, 

That God may listen to you!

8“TheR trees once went forth to anoint a king over them.

And they said to the olive tree, 

R‘Reign over us!’

9But the olive tree said to them, 

‘Should I cease giving my oil, 

RWith which they honor God and men, 

And go to sway over trees?’

10“Then the trees said to the fig tree, 

‘You come and reign over us!’

11But the fig tree said to them, 

‘Should I cease my sweetness and my good fruit, 

And go to sway over trees?’

12“Then the trees said to the vine, 

‘You come and reign over us!’

13But the vine said to them, 

‘Should I cease my new wine, 

RWhich cheers both God and men, 

And go to sway over trees?’

14“Then all the trees said to the bramble, 

‘You come and reign over us!’

15And the bramble said to the trees, 

‘If in truth you anoint me as king over you, 

Then come and take shelter in my Rshade;

But if not, Rlet fire come out of the bramble

And devour the cedars of Lebanon!’

16“Now therefore, if you have acted in truth and sincerity in making Abimelech king, and if you have dealt well with Jerubbaal and his house, and have done to him Ras he deserves—

17“for my Rfather fought for you, risked his life, and Rdelivered you out of the hand of Midian;

18“but you have risen up against my father’s house this day, and killed his seventy sons on one stone, and made Abimelech, the son of his female servant, king over the men of Shechem, because he is your brother—

19“if then you have acted in truth and sincerity with Jerubbaal and with his house this day, then Rrejoice in Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in you.

20“But if not, Rlet fire come from Abimelech and devour the men of Shechem and Beth Millo; and let fire come from the men of Shechem and from Beth Millo and devour Abimelech!”

21And Jotham ran away and fled; and he went to RBeer and dwelt there, for fear of Abimelech his brother.

Destruction of Shechem

22After Abimelech had reigned over Israel three years, 

23RGod sent a Rspirit of ill will between Abimelech and the men of Shechem; and the men of Shechem dealt treacherously with Abimelech, 

24Rthat the crime done to the seventy sons of Jerubbaal might be settled and their Rblood be laid on Abimelech their brother, who killed them, and on the men of Shechem, who aided him in the killing of his brothers.

25And the men of Shechem set Tmen in ambush against him on the tops of the mountains, and they robbed all who passed by them along that way; and it was told Abimelech.

26Now Gaal the son of Ebed came with his brothers and went over to Shechem; and the men of Shechem put their confidence in him.

27So they went out into the fields, and gathered grapes from their vineyards and trod them, and made merry. And they went into Rthe house of their god, and ate and drank, and cursed Abimelech.

28Then Gaal the son of Ebed said, “Who is Abimelech, and who is Shechem, that we should serve him? Is he not the son of Jerubbaal, and is not Zebul his officer? Serve the men of Hamor the father of Shechem; but why should we serve him?

29R“If only this people were under my authority!* Then I would remove Abimelech.” So he* said to Abimelech, “Increase your army and come out!”

30When Zebul, the ruler of the city, heard the words of Gaal the son of Ebed, his anger was aroused.

31And he sent messengers to Abimelech secretly, saying, “Take note! Gaal the son of Ebed and his brothers have come to Shechem; and here they are, fortifying the city against you.

32“Now therefore, get up by night, you and the people who are with you, and Tlie in wait in the field.

33“And it shall be, as soon as the sun is up in the morning, that you shall rise early and rush upon the city; and when he and the people who are with him come out against you, you may then do to them Tas you find opportunity.”

34So Abimelech and all the people who were with him rose by night, and lay in wait against Shechem in four companies.

35When Gaal the son of Ebed went out and stood in the entrance to the city gate, Abimelech and the people who were with him rose from lying in wait.

36And when Gaal saw the people, he said to Zebul, “Look, people are coming down from the tops of the mountains!” But Zebul said to him, “You see the shadows of the mountains as if they were men.”

37So Gaal spoke again and said, “See, people are coming down from the center of the land, and another company is coming from the Diviners’* Terebinth Tree.”

38Then Zebul said to him, “Where indeed is your mouth now, with which you Rsaid, ‘Who is Abimelech, that we should serve him?’ Are not these the people whom you despised? Go out, if you will, and fight with them now.”

39So Gaal went out, leading the men of Shechem, and fought with Abimelech.

40And Abimelech chased him, and he fled from him; and many fell wounded, to the very entrance of the gate.

41Then Abimelech dwelt at Arumah, and Zebul drove out Gaal and his brothers, so that they would not dwell in Shechem.

42And it came about on the next day that the people went out into the field, and they told Abimelech.

43So he took his people, divided them into three companies, and lay in wait in the field. And he looked, and there were the people, coming out of the city; and he rose against them and Tattacked them.

44Then Abimelech and the company that was with him rushed forward and stood at the entrance of the gate of the city; and the other two companies rushed upon all who were in the fields and killed them.

45So Abimelech fought against the city all that day; he took the city and killed the people who were in it; and he Rdemolished the city and sowed it with salt.

46Now when all the men of the tower of Shechem had heard that, they entered the stronghold of the temple of the god Berith.

47And it was told Abimelech that all the men of the tower of Shechem were gathered together.

48Then Abimelech went up to Mount RZalmon, he and all the people who were with him. And Abimelech took an ax in his hand and cut down a bough from the trees, and took it and laid it on his shoulder; then he said to the people who were with him, “What you have seen me do, make haste and do as I have done.”

49So each of the people likewise cut down his own bough and followed Abimelech, put them against the Tstronghold, and set the stronghold on fire above them, so that all the people of the tower of Shechem died, about a thousand men and women.

Death of Abimelech

50Then Abimelech went to Thebez, and he encamped against Thebez and took it.

51But there was a strong tower in the city, and all the men and women—all the people of the city—fled there and shut themselves in; then they went up to the top of the tower.

52So Abimelech came as far as the tower and fought against it; and he drew near the door of the tower to burn it with fire.

53But a certain woman Rdropped an upper millstone on Abimelech’s head and crushed his skull.

54Then he called quickly to the young man, his armorbearer, and said to him, “Draw your sword and kill me, lest men say of me, ‘A woman killed him.’” So his young man thrust him through, and he died.

55And when the men of Israel saw that Abimelech was dead, they departed, every man to his Tplace.

56RThus God repaid the wickedness of Abimelech, which he had done to his father by killing his seventy brothers.

57And all the evil of the men of Shechem God returned on their own heads, and on them came Rthe curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal.




CHAPTER 10

The Judge Tola

1After Abimelech there arose to save Israel Tola the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, a man of Issachar; and he dwelt in Shamir in the mountains of Ephraim.

2He judged Israel twenty-three years; and he died and was buried in Shamir.

The Judge Jair

3After him arose Jair, a Gileadite; and he judged Israel twenty-two years.

4Now he had thirty sons who rode on thirty donkeys; they also had thirty towns, Rwhich are called “Havoth Jair”* to this day, which are in the land of Gilead.

5And Jair died and was buried in Camon.

Israel Sins

6Then the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the LORD, and Rserved the Baals and the Ashtoreths, the gods of Syria, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the people of Ammon, and the gods of the Philistines; and they forsook the LORD and did not serve Him. 

7So the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel; and He Rsold them into the hands of the Philistines and into the hands of the people of Ammon.

8From that year they harassed and oppressed the children of Israel for eighteen years—all the children of Israel who were on the other side of the Jordan in the Rland of the Amorites, in Gilead.

9Moreover the people of Ammon crossed over the Jordan to fight against Judah also, against Benjamin, and against the house of Ephraim, so that Israel was severely distressed.

10RAnd the children of Israel cried out to the LORD, saying, “We have sinned against You, because we have both forsaken our God and served the Baals!”

11So the LORD said to the children of Israel, “Did I not deliver you from the Egyptians and from the Amorites and from the people of Ammon and from the Philistines?

12“Also Rthe Sidonians Rand Amalekites and Maonites* oppressed you; and you cried out to Me, and I delivered you from their hand.

13R“Yet you have forsaken Me and served other gods. Therefore I will deliver you no more.

14“Go and Rcry out to the gods which you have chosen; let them deliver you in your time of distress.”

15And the children of Israel said to the LORD, “We have sinned! RDo to us whatever seems best to You; only deliver us this day, we pray.”

16RSo they put away the foreign gods from among them and served the LORD. And RHis soul could no longer endure the misery of Israel.

17Then the people of Ammon gathered together and encamped in Gilead. And the children of Israel assembled together and encamped in RMizpah.

18And the people, the leaders of Gilead, said to one another, “Who is the man who will begin the fight against the people of Ammon? He shall Rbe head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.”




CHAPTER 11

Jephthah Is Called

1Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valor, but he was the son of a harlot; and Gilead begot Jephthah.

2Gilead’s wife bore sons; and when his wife’s sons grew up, they drove Jephthah out, and said to him, “You shall have Rno inheritance in our father’s house, for you are the son of another woman.”

3Then Jephthah fled from his brothers and dwelt in the land of Tob; and Rworthless men banded together with Jephthah and went out raiding with him.

4It came to pass after a time that the people of Ammon made war against Israel.

5And so it was, when the people of Ammon made war against Israel, that the elders of Gilead went to get Jephthah from the land of Tob.

6Then they said to Jephthah, “Come and be our commander, that we may fight against the people of Ammon.”

7So Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “Did you not hate me, and expel me from my father’s house? Why have you come to me now when you are in distress?”

8And the elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, “That is why we have turned again to you now, that you may go with us and fight against the people of Ammon, and be our head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.”

9So Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “If you take me back home to fight against the people of Ammon, and the LORD delivers them to me, shall I be your head?”

10And the elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, “The LORD will be a witness between us, if we do not do according to your words.”

11Then Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the people made him head and commander over them; and Jephthah spoke all his words before the LORD in Mizpah.

Jephthah Judges

12Now Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the people of Ammon, saying, “What do you have against me, that you have come to fight against me in my land?”

13And the king of the people of Ammon answered the messengers of Jephthah, “Because Israel took away my land when they came up out of Egypt, from the Arnon as far as the Jabbok, and to the Jordan. Now therefore, restore those lands peaceably.

14So Jephthah again sent messengers to the king of the people of Ammon, 

15and said to him, “Thus says Jephthah: ‘Israel did not take away the land of Moab, nor the land of the people of Ammon;

16‘for when Israel came up from Egypt, they walked through the wilderness as far as the Red Sea and came to Kadesh.

17‘Then Israel sent messengers to the king of Edom, saying, “Please let me pass through your land.” But the king of Edom would not heed. And in like manner they sent to the king of Moab, but he would not consent. So Israel remained in Kadesh.

18‘And they Rwent along through the wilderness and bypassed the land of Edom and the land of Moab, came to the east side of the land of Moab, and encamped on the other side of the Arnon. But they did not enter the border of Moab, for the Arnon was the border of Moab.

19‘Then Israel sent messengers to Sihon king of the Amorites, king of Heshbon; and Israel said to him, “Please let us pass through your land into our place.”

20R‘But Sihon did not trust Israel to pass through his territory. So Sihon gathered all his people together, encamped in Jahaz, and fought against Israel.

21‘And the LORD God of Israel delivered Sihon and all his people into the hand of Israel, and they defeated them. Thus Israel gained possession of all the land of the Amorites, who inhabited that country.

22‘They took possession of Rall the territory of the Amorites, from the Arnon to the Jabbok and from the wilderness to the Jordan.

23‘And now the LORD God of Israel has dispossessed the Amorites from before His people Israel; should you then possess it?

24‘Will you not possess whatever Chemosh your god gives you to possess? So whatever the LORD our God takes possession of before us, we will possess.

25‘And now, are you any better than RBalak the son of Zippor, king of Moab? Did he ever strive against Israel? Did he ever fight against them?

26‘While Israel dwelt in RHeshbon and its villages, in Aroer and its villages, and in all the cities along the banks of the Arnon, for three hundred years, why did you not recover them within that time?

27‘Therefore I have not sinned against you, but you wronged me by fighting against me. May the LORD, Rthe Judge, render judgment this day between the children of Israel and the people of Ammon.’”

28However, the king of the people of Ammon did not heed the words which Jephthah sent him.

Jephthah Vows

29Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah, and he passed through Gilead and Manasseh, and passed through Mizpah of Gilead; and from Mizpah of Gilead he advanced toward the people of Ammon.

30And Jephthah Rmade a vow to the LORD, and said, “If You will indeed deliver the people of Ammon into my hands, 

31“then it will be that whatever comes out of the doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace from the people of Ammon, Rshall surely be the LORD’s, and I will offer it up as a burnt offering.”

32So Jephthah advanced toward the people of Ammon to fight against them, and the LORD delivered them into his hands.

33And he Tdefeated them from Aroer as far as RMinnith—twenty cities—and to Abel Keramim, * with a very great slaughter. Thus the people of Ammon were subdued before the children of Israel.

34When Jephthah came to his house at Mizpah, there was Rhis daughter, coming out to meet him with timbrels and dancing; and she was his only child. Besides her he had neither son nor daughter.

35And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he Rtore his clothes, and said, “Alas, my daughter! You have brought me very low! You are among those who trouble me! For I have given my word to the LORD, and I cannot go back on it.”

36So she said to him, “My father, if you have given your word to the LORD, do to me according to what has gone out of your mouth, because the LORD has avenged you of your enemies, the people of Ammon.”

37Then she said to her father, “Let this thing be done for me: let me alone for two months, that I may go and wander on the mountains and Tbewail my virginity, my Tfriends and I.”

38So he said, “Go.” And he sent her away for two months; and she went with her friends, and bewailed her virginity on the mountains.

39And it was so at the end of two months that she returned to her father, and he Rcarried out his vow with her which he had vowed. She Tknew no man. And it became a custom in Israel

40that the daughters of Israel went four days each year to Tlament the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite.




CHAPTER 12

Ephraim Is Conquered

1Then Rthe men of Ephraim gathered together, crossed over toward Zaphon, and said to Jephthah, “Why did you cross over to fight against the people of Ammon, and did not call us to go with you? We will burn your house down on you with fire!”

2And Jephthah said to them, “My people and I were in a great struggle with the people of Ammon; and when I called you, you did not deliver me out of their hands.

3“So when I saw that you would not deliver me, I Rtook my life in my hands and crossed over against the people of Ammon; and the LORD delivered them into my hand. Why then have you come up to me this day to fight against me?”

4Now Jephthah gathered together all the men of Gilead and fought against Ephraim. And the men of Gilead defeated Ephraim, because they said, “You Gileadites Rare fugitives of Ephraim among the Ephraimites and among the Manassites.”

5The Gileadites seized the Rfords of the Jordan before the Ephraimites arrived. And when any Ephraimite who escaped said, “Let me cross over, ” the men of Gilead would say to him, “Are you an Ephraimite?” If he said, “No, ”

6then they would say to him, “Then say, ‘Shibboleth’!” And he would say, “Sibboleth, ” for he could not pronounce it right. Then they would take him and kill him at the fords of the Jordan. There fell at that time forty-two thousand Ephraimites.

7And Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then Jephthah the Gileadite died and was buried in among the cities of Gilead.

The Judge Ibzan

8After him, Ibzan of Bethlehem judged Israel.

9He had thirty sons. And he gave away thirty daughters in marriage, and brought in thirty daughters from elsewhere for his sons. He judged Israel seven years.

10Then Ibzan died and was buried at Bethlehem.

The Judge Elon

11After him, Elon the Zebulunite judged Israel. He judged Israel ten years.

12And Elon the Zebulunite died and was buried at Aijalon in the country of Zebulun.

The Judge Abdon

13After him, Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite judged Israel.

14He had forty sons and thirty grandsons, who Rrode on seventy young donkeys. He judged Israel eight years.

15Then Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite died and was buried in Pirathon in the land of Ephraim, Rin the mountains of the Amalekites.




CHAPTER 13

Miraculous Birth of Samson

1Again the children of Israel Rdid evil in the sight of the LORD, and the LORD delivered them Rinto the hand of the Philistines for forty years.

2Now there was a certain man from RZorah, of the family of the Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren and had no children.

3And the Angel of the LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, “Indeed now, you are barren and have borne no children, but you shall conceive and bear a son.

4“Now therefore, please be careful Rnot to drink wine or similar drink, and not to eat anything unclean.

5“For behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. And no Rrazor shall come upon his head, for the child shall be Ra Nazirite to God from the womb; and he shall Rbegin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.”

6So the woman came and told her husband, saying, “A Man of God came to me, and His Rcountenance was like the countenance of the Angel of God, very awesome; but I did not ask Him where He was from, and He did not tell me His name.

7“And He said to me, ‘Behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. Now drink no wine or similar drink, nor eat anything unclean, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb to the day of his death.’”

8Then Manoah prayed to the LORD, and said, “O my Lord, please let the Man of God whom You sent come to us again and teach us what we shall do for the child who will be born.”

9And God listened to the voice of Manoah, and the Angel of God came to the woman again as she was sitting in the field; but Manoah her husband was not with her.

10Then the woman ran in haste and told her husband, and said to him, “Look, the Man who came to me the other day has just now appeared to me!”

11So Manoah arose and followed his wife. When he came to the Man, he said to Him, “Are You the Man who spoke to this woman?” And He said, “I am.”

12Manoah said, “Now let Your words come to pass! What will be the boy’s rule of life, and his work?”

13So the Angel of the LORD said to Manoah, “Of all that I said to the woman let her be careful.

14“She may not eat anything that comes from the vine, nor may she drink wine or similar drink, nor eat anything unclean. All that I commanded her let her observe.”

15Then Manoah said to the Angel of the LORD, “Please Rlet us detain You, and we will prepare a young goat for You.”

16And the Angel of the LORD said to Manoah, “Though you detain Me, I will not eat your food. But if you offer a burnt offering, you must offer it to the LORD.” (For Manoah did not know He was the Angel of the LORD.)

17Then Manoah said to the Angel of the LORD, “What is Your name, that when Your words come to pass we may honor You?”

18And the Angel of the LORD said to him, R“Why do you ask My name, seeing it is wonderful?”

19So Manoah took the young goat with the grain offering, and offered it upon the rock to the LORD. And He did a wondrous thing while Manoah and his wife looked on—

20it happened as the flame went up toward heaven from the altar—the Angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar! When Manoah and his wife saw this, they Rfell on their faces to the ground.

21When the Angel of the LORD appeared no more to Manoah and his wife, then Manoah knew that He was the Angel of the LORD.

22And Manoah said to his wife, “We shall surely die, because we have seen God!”

23But his wife said to him, “If the LORD had desired to kill us, He would not have accepted a burnt offering and a grain offering from our hands, nor would He have shown us all these things, nor would He have told us such things as these at this time.”

24So the woman bore a son and called his name RSamson; and Rthe child grew, and the LORD blessed him.

25RAnd the Spirit of the LORD began to move upon him at Mahaneh Dan* Rbetween Zorah and Eshtaol.




CHAPTER 14

Sinful Marriage of Samson

1Now Samson went down Rto Timnah, and saw a woman in Timnah of the daughters of the Philistines.

2So he went up and told his father and mother, saying, “I have seen a woman in Timnah of the daughters of the Philistines; now therefore, get her for me as a wife.”

3Then his father and mother said to him, “Is there no woman among the daughters of Ryour brethren, or among all my people, that you must go and get a wife from the Runcircumcised Philistines?” And Samson said to his father, “Get her for me, for she pleases me well.”

4But his father and mother did not know that it was Rof the LORD—that He was seeking an occasion to move against the Philistines. For at that time the Philistines had dominion over Israel.

5So Samson went down to Timnah with his father and mother, and came to the vineyards of Timnah.

Now to his surprise, a young lion came roaring against him.

6And Rthe Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and he tore the lion apart as one would have torn apart a young goat, though he had nothing in his hand. But he did not tell his father or his mother what he had done.

7Then he went down and talked with the woman; and she pleased Samson well.

8After some time, when he returned to get her, he turned aside to see the carcass of the lion. And behold, a swarm of bees and honey were in the carcass of the lion.

9He took some of it in his hands and went along, eating. When he came to his father and mother, he gave some to them, and they also ate. But he did not tell them that he had taken the honey out of the Rcarcass of the lion.

10So his father went down to the woman. And Samson gave a feast there, for young men used to do so.

11And it happened, when they saw him, that they brought thirty companions to be with him.

12Then Samson said to them, “Let me Rpose a riddle to you. If you can correctly solve and explain it to me Rwithin the seven days of the feast, then I will give you thirty linen garments and thirty Rchanges of clothing.

13“But if you cannot explain it to me, then you shall give me thirty linen garments and thirty changes of clothing.” And they said to him, R“Pose your riddle, that we may hear it.”

14So he said to them:

“Out of the eater came something to eat, 

And out of the strong came something sweet.”

Now for three days they could not explain the riddle.

15But it came to pass on the seventh* day that they said to Samson’s wife, R“Entice your husband, that he may explain the riddle to us, Ror else we will burn you and your father’s house with fire. Have you invited us in order to take what is ours? Is that not so?”

16Then Samson’s wife wept on him, and said, R“You only hate me! You do not love me! You have posed a riddle to the sons of my people, but you have not explained it to me.” And he said to her, “Look, I have not explained it to my father or my mother; so should I explain it to you?”

17Now she had wept on him the seven days while their feast lasted. And it happened on the seventh day that he told her, because she pressed him so much. Then she explained the riddle to the sons of her people.

18So the men of the city said to him on the seventh day before the sun went down:

“What is sweeter than honey?

And what is stronger than a lion?”

And he said to them:

“If you had not plowed with my heifer, 

You would not have solved my riddle!”

19Then Rthe Spirit of the LORD came upon him mightily, and he went down to Ashkelon and killed thirty of their men, took their apparel, and gave the changes of clothing to those who had explained the riddle. So his anger was aroused, and he went back up to his father’s house.

20And Samson’s wife was given to his companion, who had been his best man.




CHAPTER 15

Judgeship of Samson

1After a while, in the time of wheat harvest, it happened that Samson visited his wife with a young goat. And he said, “Let me go in to my wife, into her room.” But her father would not permit him to go in.

2Her father said, “I really thought that you thoroughly Rhated her; therefore I gave her to your companion. Is not her younger sister better than she? Please, take her instead.”

3And Samson said to them, “This time I shall be blameless regarding the Philistines if I harm them!”

4Then Samson went and caught three hundred foxes; and he took torches, turned the foxes tail to tail, and put a torch between each pair of tails.

5When he had set the torches on fire, he let the foxes go into the standing grain of the Philistines, and burned up both the shocks and the standing grain, as well as the vineyards and olive groves.

6Then the Philistines said, “Who has done this?” And they answered, “Samson, the son-in-law of the Timnite, because he has taken his wife and given her to his companion.” So the Philistines came up and burned her and her father with fire.

7Samson said to them, “Since you would do a thing like this, I will surely take revenge on you, and after that I will cease.”

8So he attacked them hip and thigh with a great slaughter; then he went down and dwelt in the cleft of the rock of Etam.

9Now the Philistines went up, encamped in Judah, and deployed themselves Ragainst Lehi.

10And the men of Judah said, “Why have you come up against us?” So they answered, “We have come up to Tarrest Samson, to do to him as he has done to us.”

11Then three thousand men of Judah went down to the cleft of the rock of Etam, and said to Samson, “Do you not know that the Philistines rule over us? What is this you have done to us?” And he said to them, “As they did to me, so I have done to them.”

12But they said to him, “We have come down to arrest you, that we may deliver you into the hand of the Philistines.” Then Samson said to them, “Swear to me that you will not kill me yourselves.”

13So they spoke to him, saying, “No, but we will tie you securely and deliver you into their hand; but we will surely not kill you.” And they bound him with two new ropes and brought him up from the rock.

14When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came shouting against him. Then Rthe Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him; and the ropes that were on his arms became like flax that is burned with fire, and his bonds broke loose from his hands.

15He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, reached out his hand and took it, and Rkilled a thousand men with it.

16Then Samson said:

“With the jawbone of a donkey, 

Heaps upon heaps, 

With the jawbone of a donkey

I have slain a thousand men!”

17And so it was, when he had finished speaking, that he threw the jawbone from his hand, and called that place Ramath Lehi.*

18Then he became very thirsty; so he cried out to the LORD and said, “You have given this great deliverance by the hand of Your servant; and now shall I die of thirst and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised?”

19So God split the hollow place that is in Lehi, * and water came out, and he drank; and Rhis spirit returned, and he revived. Therefore he called its name En Hakkore, * which is in Lehi to this day.

20And he judged Israel twenty years Rin the days of the Philistines.




CHAPTER 16

Failure of Samson

1Now Samson went to Gaza and saw a harlot there, and went in to her.

2When the Gazites were told, “Samson has come here!” they Rsurrounded the place and lay in wait for him all night at the gate of the city. They were quiet all night, saying, “In the morning, when it is daylight, we will kill him.”

3And Samson lay low till midnight; then he arose at midnight, took hold of the doors of the gate of the city and the two gateposts, pulled them up, bar and all, put them on his shoulders, and carried them to the top of the hill that faces Hebron.

4Afterward it happened that he loved a woman in the Valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah.

5And the Rlords of the Philistines came up to her and said to her, R“Entice him, and find out where his great strength lies, and by what means we may overpower him, that we may bind him to afflict him; and every one of us will give you eleven hundred pieces of silver.”

6So Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me where your great strength lies, and with what you may be bound to afflict you.”

7And Samson said to her, “If they bind me with seven fresh bowstrings, not yet dried, then I shall become weak, and be like any other man.”

8So the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven fresh bowstrings, not yet dried, and she bound him with them.

9Now men were lying in wait, staying with her in the room. And she said to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But he broke the bowstrings as a strand of yarn breaks when it touches fire. So the secret of his strength was not known.

10Then Delilah said to Samson, “Look, you have mocked me and told me lies. Now, please tell me what you may be bound with.”

11So he said to her, “If they bind me securely with Rnew ropes that have never been used, then I shall become weak, and be like any other man.”

12Therefore Delilah took new ropes and bound him with them, and said to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” And men were lying in wait, staying in the room. But he broke them off his arms like a thread.

13Delilah said to Samson, “Until now you have mocked me and told me lies. Tell me what you may be bound with.” And he said to her, “If you weave the seven locks of my head into the web of the loom”—

14So she wove it tightly with the batten of the loom, and said to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But he awoke from his sleep, and pulled out the batten and the web from the loom.

15Then she said to him, R“How can you say, ‘I love you, ’ when your heart is not with me? You have mocked me these three times, and have not told me where your great strength lies.”

16And it came to pass, when she pestered him daily with her words and pressed him, so that his soul was vexed to death, 

17that he Rtold her all his heart, and said to her, “No razor has ever come upon my head, for I have been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb. If I am shaven, then my strength will leave me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other man.”

18When Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, “Come up once more, for he has told me all his heart.” So the lords of the Philistines came up to her and brought the money in their hand.

19RThen she lulled him to sleep on her knees, and called for a man and had him shave off the seven locks of his head. Then she began to torment him, * and his strength left him.

20And she said, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” So he awoke from his sleep, and said, “I will go out as before, at other times, and shake myself free!” But he did not know that the LORD Rhad departed from him.

21Then the Philistines took him and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza. They bound him with bronze fetters, and he became a grinder in the prison.

22However, the hair of his head began to grow again after it had been shaven.

23Now the lords of the Philistines gathered together to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god, and to rejoice. And they said:

“Our god has delivered into our hands

Samson our enemy!”

24When the people saw him, they Rpraised their god; for they said:

“Our god has delivered into our hands our enemy, 

The destroyer of our land, 

And the one who multiplied our dead.”

25So it happened, when their hearts were Rmerry, that they said, “Call for Samson, that he may perform for us.” So they called for Samson from the prison, and he performed for them. And they stationed him between the pillars.

26Then Samson said to the lad who held him by the hand, “Let me feel the pillars which support the temple, so that I can lean on them.”

27Now the temple was full of men and women. All the lords of the Philistines were there—about three thousand men and women on the Rroof watching while Samson performed.

28Then Samson called to the LORD, saying, “O Lord GOD, Rremember me, I pray! Strengthen me, I pray, just this once, O God, that I may with one blow take vengeance on the Philistines for my two eyes!”

29And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars which supported the temple, and he braced himself against them, one on his right and the other on his left.

30Then Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” And he pushed with all his might, and the temple fell on the lords and all the people who were in it. So the dead that he killed at his death were more than he had killed in his life.

31And his brothers and all his father’s household came down and took him, and brought him up and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of his father Manoah. He had judged Israel twenty years.




CHAPTER 17

Example of Personal Idolatry

1Now there was a man from the mountains of Ephraim, whose name was RMicah.

2And he said to his mother, “The eleven hundred shekels of silver that were taken from you, and on which you put a curse, even saying it in my ears—here is the silver with me; I took it.” And his mother said, “May you be blessed by the LORD, my son!”

3So when he had returned the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his mother, his mother said, “I had wholly dedicated the silver from my hand to the LORD for my son, to make a carved image and a molded image; now therefore, I will return it to you.”

4Thus he returned the silver to his mother. Then his mother Rtook two hundred shekels of silver and gave them to the silversmith, and he made it into a carved image and a molded image; and they were in the house of Micah.

5The man Micah had a Rshrine, and made an Rephod and household idols;* and he consecrated one of his sons, who became his priest.

6RIn those days there was no king in Israel; Reveryone did what was right in his own eyes.

7Now there was a young man from Bethlehem in Judah, of the family of Judah; he was a Levite, and was staying there.

8The man departed from the city of Bethlehem in Judah to stay wherever he could find a place. Then he came to the mountains of Ephraim, to the house of Micah, as he journeyed.

9And Micah said to him, “Where do you come from?” So he said to him, “I am a Levite from Bethlehem in Judah, and I am on my way to find a place to stay.”

10Micah said to him, “Dwell with me, Rand be a Rfather and a priest to me, and I will give you ten shekels of silver per year, a suit of clothes, and your sustenance.” So the Levite went in.

11Then the Levite was content to dwell with the man; and the young man became like one of his sons to him.

12So Micah Rconsecrated the Levite, and the young man Rbecame his priest, and lived in the house of Micah.

13Then Micah said, “Now I know that the LORD will be good to me, since I have a Levite as Rpriest!”




CHAPTER 18

Example of Tribal Idolatry

1In those days there was no king in Israel. And in those days the tribe of the Danites was seeking an inheritance for itself to dwell in; for until that day their inheritance among the tribes of Israel had not fallen to them.

2So the children of Dan sent five men of their family from their territory, men of valor from RZorah and Eshtaol, Rto spy out the land and search it. They said to them, “Go, search the land.” So they went to the mountains of Ephraim, to the house of Micah, and lodged there.

3While they were at the house of Micah, they recognized the voice of the young Levite. They turned aside and said to him, “Who brought you here? What are you doing in this place? What do you have here?”

4He said to them, “Thus and so Micah did for me. He has Rhired me, and I have become his priest.”

5So they said to him, “Please inquire of God, that we may know whether the journey on which we go will be prosperous.”

6And the priest said to them, R“Go in peace. The presence of the LORD be with you on your way.”

7So the five men departed and went to RLaish. They saw the people who were there, Rhow they dwelt safely, in the manner of the Sidonians, quiet and secure. There were no rulers in the land who might put them to shame for anything. They were far from the RSidonians, and they had no ties with anyone.*

8Then the spies came back to their brethren at Zorah and Eshtaol, and their brethren said to them, “What is your report?”

9So they said, R“Arise, let us go up against them. For we have seen the land, and indeed it is very good. Would you Rdo nothing? Do not hesitate to go, and enter to possess the land.

10“When you go, you will come to a Rsecure people and a large land. For God has given it into your hands, Ra place where there is no lack of anything that is on the earth.”

11And six hundred men of the family of the Danites went from there, from Zorah and Eshtaol, armed with weapons of war.

12Then they went up and encamped in Kirjath Jearim in Judah. (Therefore they call that place Mahaneh Dan* to this day. There it is, west of Kirjath Jearim.)

13And they passed from there to the mountains of Ephraim, and came to Rthe house of Micah.

14RThen the five men who had gone to spy out the country of Laish answered and said to their brethren, “Do you know that Rthere are in these houses an ephod, household idols, a carved image, and a molded image? Now therefore, consider what you should do.”

15So they turned aside there, and came to the house of the young Levite man—to the house of Micah—and greeted him.

16The six hundred men armed with their weapons of war, who were of the children of Dan, stood by the entrance of the gate.

17Then Rthe five men who had gone to spy out the land went up. Entering there, they took Rthe carved image, the ephod, the household idols, and the molded image. The priest stood at the entrance of the gate with the six hundred men who were armed with weapons of war.

18When these went into Micah’s house and took the carved image, the ephod, the household idols, and the molded image, the priest said to them, “What are you doing?”

19And they said to him, “Be quiet, Rput your hand over your mouth, and come with us; be a father and a priest to us. Is it better for you to be a priest to the household of one man, or that you be a priest to a tribe and a family in Israel?”

20So the priest’s heart was glad; and he took the ephod, the household idols, and the carved image, and took his place among the people.

21Then they turned and departed, and put the little ones, the livestock, and the goods in front of them.

22When they were a good way from the house of Micah, the men who were in the houses near Micah’s house gathered together and overtook the children of Dan.

23And they called out to the children of Dan. So they turned around and said to Micah, R“What ails you, that you have gathered such a company?”

24So he said, “You have taken away my gods which I made, and the priest, and you have gone away. Now what more do I have? How can you say to me, ‘What ails you?’”

25And the children of Dan said to him, “Do not let your voice be heard among us, lest angry men fall upon you, and you lose your life, with the lives of your household!”

26Then the children of Dan went their way. And when Micah saw that they were too strong for him, he turned and went back to his house.

27So they took the things Micah had made, and the priest who had belonged to him, and went to Laish, to a people quiet and secure; Rand they struck them with the edge of the sword and burned the city with fire.

28There was no deliverer, because it was Rfar from Sidon, and they had no ties with anyone. It was in the valley that belongs Rto Beth Rehob. So they rebuilt the city and dwelt there.

29And Rthey called the name of the city Dan, after the name of Dan their father, who was born to Israel. However, the name of the city formerly was Laish.

30Then the children of Dan set up for themselves the carved image; and Jonathan the son of Gershom, the son of Manasseh, * and his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan until the day of the captivity of the land.

31So they set up for themselves Micah’s carved image which he made, all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh.




CHAPTER 19

Example of Personal Immorality

1And it came to pass in those days, when there was no king in Israel, that there was a certain Levite staying in the remote mountains of Ephraim. He took for himself a concubine from Bethlehem in Judah.

2But his concubine played the harlot against him, and went away from him to her father’s house at Bethlehem in Judah, and was there four whole months.

3Then her husband arose and went after her, to Rspeak Tkindly to her and bring her back, having his servant and a couple of donkeys with him. So she brought him into her father’s house; and when the father of the young woman saw him, he was glad to meet him.

4Now his father-in-law, the young woman’s father, detained him; and he stayed with him three days. So they ate and drank and lodged there.

5Then it came to pass on the fourth day that they arose early in the morning, and he stood to depart; but the young woman’s father said to his son-in-law, R“Refresh your heart with a morsel of bread, and afterward go your way.”

6So they sat down, and the two of them ate and drank together. Then the young woman’s father said to the man, “Please be content to stay all night, and let your heart be merry.”

7And when the man stood to depart, his father-in-law urged him; so he lodged there again.

8Then he arose early in the morning on the fifth day to depart, but the young woman’s father said, “Please refresh your heart.” So they delayed until afternoon; and both of them ate.

9And when the man stood to depart—he and his concubine and his servant—his father-in-law, the young woman’s father, said to him, “Look, the day is now drawing toward evening; please spend the night. See, the day is coming to an end; lodge here, that your heart may be merry. Tomorrow go your way early, so that you may get home.”

10However, the man was not willing to spend that night; so he rose and departed, and came to opposite Jebus (that is, Jerusalem). With him were the two saddled donkeys; his concubine was also with him.

Example of Tribal Immorality

11They were near Jebus, and the day was far spent; and the servant said to his master, “Come, please, and let us turn aside into this city of the Jebusites and lodge in it.”

12But his master said to him, “We will not turn aside here into a city of foreigners, who are not of the children of Israel; we will go on Rto Gibeah.”

13So he said to his servant, “Come, let us draw near to one of these places, and spend the night in Gibeah or in Ramah.”

14And they passed by and went their way; and the sun went down on them near Gibeah, which belongs to Benjamin.

15They turned aside there to go in to lodge in Gibeah. And when he went in, he sat down in the open square of the city, for no one would Rtake them into his house to spend the night.

16Just then an old man came in from Rhis work in the field at evening, who also was from the mountains of Ephraim; he was staying in Gibeah, whereas the men of the place were Benjamites.

17And when he raised his eyes, he saw the traveler in the open square of the city; and the old man said, “Where are you going, and where do you come from?”

18So he said to him, “We are passing from Bethlehem in Judah toward the remote mountains of Ephraim; I am from there. I went to Bethlehem in Judah; now I am going to the house of the LORD. But there is no one who will take me into his house, 

19“although we have both straw and fodder for our donkeys, and bread and wine for myself, for your female servant, and for the young man who is with your servant; there is no lack of anything.”

20And the old man said, R“Peace be with you! However, let all your needs be my responsibility; Ronly do not spend the night in the open square.”

21So he brought him into his house, and gave fodder to the donkeys. And they washed their feet, and ate and drank.

22As they were enjoying themselves, suddenly certain men of the city, perverted men, * surrounded the house and beat on the door. They spoke to the master of the house, the old man, saying, R“Bring out the man who came to your house, that we may know him carnally!”

23But Rthe man, the master of the house, went out to them and said to them, “No, my brethren! I beg you, do not act so wickedly! Seeing this man has come into my house, do not commit this outrage.

24R“Look, here is my virgin daughter and the man’s* concubine; let me bring them out now. RHumble them, and do with them as you please; but to this man do not do such a vile thing!”

25But the men would not heed him. So the man took his concubine and brought her out to them. And they knew her and abused her all night until morning; and when the day began to break, they let her go.

26Then the woman came as the day was dawning, and fell down at the door of the man’s house where her master was, till it was light.

27When her master arose in the morning, and opened the doors of the house and went out to go his way, there was his concubine, fallen at the door of the house with her hands on the threshold.

28And he said to her, “Get up and let us be going.” But Rthere was no answer. So the man lifted her onto the donkey; and the man got up and went to his place.

29When he entered his house he took a knife, laid hold of his concubine, and Rdivided her into twelve pieces, limb by limb, * and sent her throughout all the territory of Israel.

30And so it was that all who saw it said, “No such deed has been done or seen from the day that the children of Israel came up from the land of Egypt until this day. Consider it, Rconfer, and speak up!”




CHAPTER 20

War Between Israel and Benjamin

1So Rall the children of Israel came out, from RDan to Beersheba, as well as from the land of Gilead, and the congregation gathered together as one man before the LORD at Mizpah.

2And the leaders of all the people, all the tribes of Israel, presented themselves in the assembly of the people of God, four hundred thousand foot soldiers who drew the sword.

3(Now the children of Benjamin heard that the children of Israel had gone up to Mizpah.) Then the children of Israel said, “Tell us, how did this wicked deed happen?”

4So the Levite, the husband of the woman who was murdered, answered and said, “My concubine and RI went into Gibeah, which belongs to Benjamin, to spend the night.

5R“And the men of Gibeah rose against me, and surrounded the house at night because of me. They intended to kill me, Rbut instead they ravished my concubine so that she died.

6“So RI took hold of my concubine, cut her in pieces, and sent her throughout all the territory of the inheritance of Israel, because they Rcommitted lewdness and outrage in Israel.

7“Look! All of you are children of Israel; Rgive your advice and counsel here and now!”

8So all the people arose as one man, saying, “None of us will go to his tent, nor will any turn back to his house;

9“but now this is the thing which we will do to Gibeah: We will go up against it by lot.

10“We will take ten men out of every hundred throughout all the tribes of Israel, a hundred out of every thousand, and a thousand out of every ten thousand, to make provisions for the people, that when they come to Gibeah in Benjamin, they may repay all the vileness that they have done in Israel.”

11So all the men of Israel were gathered against the city, united together as one man.

12RThen the tribes of Israel sent men through all the tribe of Benjamin, saying, “What is this wickedness that has occurred among you?

13“Now therefore, deliver up the men, Rthe perverted men* who are in Gibeah, that we may put them to death and remove the evil from Israel!” But the children of Benjamin would not listen to the voice of their brethren, the children of Israel.

14Instead, the children of Benjamin gathered together from their cities to Gibeah, to go to battle against the children of Israel.

15And from their cities at that time Rthe children of Benjamin numbered twenty-six thousand men who drew the sword, besides the inhabitants of Gibeah, who numbered seven hundred select men.

16Among all this people were seven hundred select men who were Rleft-handed; every one could sling a stone at a hair’s breadth and not miss.

17Now besides Benjamin, the men of Israel numbered four hundred thousand men who drew the sword; all of these were men of war.

18Then the children of Israel arose and went up to the house of God* to inquire of God. They said, “Which of us shall go up first to battle against the children of Benjamin?” The LORD said, “Judah first!”

19So the children of Israel rose in the morning and encamped against Gibeah.

20And the men of Israel went out to battle against Benjamin, and the men of Israel put themselves in battle array to fight against them at Gibeah.

21Then Rthe children of Benjamin came out of Gibeah, and on that day cut down to the ground twenty-two thousand men of the Israelites.

22And the people, that is, the men of Israel, encouraged themselves and again formed the battle line at the place where they had put themselves in array on the first day.

23RThen the children of Israel went up and wept before the LORD until evening, and asked counsel of the LORD, saying, “Shall I again draw near for battle against the children of my brother Benjamin?” And the LORD said, “Go up against him.”

24So the children of Israel approached the children of Benjamin on the second day.

25And RBenjamin went out against them from Gibeah on the second day, and cut down to the ground eighteen thousand more of the children of Israel; all these drew the sword.

26Then all the children of Israel, that is, all the people, went up and came to the house of God* and wept. They sat there before the LORD and fasted that day until evening; and they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the LORD

27So the children of Israel inquired of the LORD (Rthe ark of the covenant of God was there in those days, 

28Rand Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, Rstood before it in those days), saying, “Shall I yet again go out to battle against the children of my brother Benjamin, or shall I cease?” And the LORD said, “Go up, for tomorrow I will deliver them into your hand.”

29Then Israel Rset men in ambush all around Gibeah.

30And the children of Israel went up against the children of Benjamin on the third day, and put themselves in battle array against Gibeah as at the other times.

31So the children of Benjamin went out against the people, and were drawn away from the city. They began to strike down and kill some of the people, as at the other times, in the highways R(one of which goes up to Bethel and the other to Gibeah) and in the field, about thirty men of Israel.

32And the children of Benjamin said, “They are defeated before us, as at first.” But the children of Israel said, “Let us flee and draw them away from the city to the highways.”

33So all the men of Israel rose from their place and put themselves in battle array at Baal Tamar. Then Israel’s men in ambush burst forth from their position in the plain of Geba.

34And ten thousand select men from all Israel came against Gibeah, and the battle was fierce. But the Benjamites* did not know that disaster was upon them.

35The LORD defeated Benjamin before Israel. And the children of Israel destroyed that day twenty-five thousand one hundred Benjamites; all these drew the sword.

36So the children of Benjamin saw that they were defeated. RThe men of Israel had given ground to the Benjamites, because they relied on the men in ambush whom they had set against Gibeah.

37RAnd the men in ambush quickly rushed upon Gibeah; the men in ambush spread out and struck the whole city with the edge of the sword.

38Now the appointed signal between the men of Israel and the men in ambush was that they would make a great cloud of Rsmoke rise up from the city, 

39whereupon the men of Israel would turn in battle. Now Benjamin had begun to strike and kill about thirty of the men of Israel. For they said, “Surely they are defeated before us, as in the first battle.”

40But when the cloud began to rise from the city in a column of smoke, the Benjamites looked behind them, and there was the whole city going up in smoke to heaven.

41And when the men of Israel turned back, the men of Benjamin panicked, for they saw that disaster had come upon them.

42Therefore they Tturned their backs before the men of Israel in the direction of the wilderness; but the battle overtook them, and whoever came out of the cities they destroyed in their midst.

43They surrounded the Benjamites, chased them, and easily trampled them down as far as the front of Gibeah toward the east.

44And eighteen thousand men of Benjamin fell; all these were men of valor.

45Then they* turned and fled toward the wilderness to the rock of RRimmon; and they cut down five thousand of them on the highways. Then they pursued them relentlessly up to Gidom, and killed two thousand of them.

46So all who fell of Benjamin that day were twenty-five thousand men who drew the sword; all these were men of valor.

47RBut six hundred men turned and fled toward the wilderness to the rock of Rimmon, and they stayed at the rock of Rimmon for four months.

48And the men of Israel turned back against the children of Benjamin, and struck them down with the edge of the sword—from every city, men and beasts, all who were found. They also set fire to all the cities they came to.




CHAPTER 21

Israel’s Foolish Vow

1Now the men of Israel had sworn an oath at Mizpah, saying, “None of us shall give his daughter to Benjamin as a wife.”

2Then the people came Rto the house of God, * and remained there before God till evening. They lifted up their voices and wept bitterly, 

3and said, “O LORD God of Israel, why has this come to pass in Israel, that today there should be one tribe missing in Israel?”

4So it was, on the next morning, that the people rose early and Rbuilt an altar there, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings.

5The children of Israel said, “Who is there among all the tribes of Israel who did not come up with the assembly to the LORD?” RFor they had made a great oath concerning anyone who had not come up to the LORD at Mizpah, saying, “He shall surely be put to death.”

6And the children of Israel grieved for Benjamin their brother, and said, “One tribe is cut off from Israel today.

7“What shall we do for wives for those who remain, seeing we have sworn by the LORD that we will not give them our daughters as wives?”

Men at Jabesh Gilead Murdered

8And they said, “What one is there from the tribes of Israel who did not come up to Mizpah to the LORD?” And, in fact, no one had come to the camp from RJabesh Gilead to the assembly.

9For when the people were counted, indeed, not one of the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead was there.

10So the congregation sent out there twelve thousand of their most valiant men, and commanded them, saying, R“Go and strike the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead with the edge of the sword, including the women and children.

11“And this is the thing that you shall do: RYou shall utterly destroy every male, and every woman who has known a man intimately.”

12So they found among the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead four hundred young virgins who had not known a man intimately; and they brought them to the camp at RShiloh, which is in the land of Canaan.

13Then the whole congregation sent word to the children of Benjamin Rwho were at the rock of Rimmon, and announced peace to them.

14So Benjamin came back at that time, and they gave them the women whom they had saved alive of the women of Jabesh Gilead; and yet they had not found enough for them.

15And the people Rgrieved for Benjamin, because the LORD had made a void in the tribes of Israel.

Women of Shiloh Kidnapped

16Then the elders of the congregation said, “What shall we do for wives for those who remain, since the women of Benjamin have been destroyed?”

17And they said, “There must be an inheritance for the survivors of Benjamin, that a tribe may not be destroyed from Israel.

18“However, we cannot give them wives from our daughters, for the children of Israel have sworn an oath, saying, ‘Cursed be the one who gives a wife to Benjamin.’”

19Then they said, “In fact, there is a yearly Rfeast of the LORD in RShiloh, which is north of Bethel, on the east side of the highway that goes up from Bethel to Shechem, and south of Lebonah.”

20Therefore they instructed the children of Benjamin, saying, “Go, lie in wait in the vineyards, 

21“and watch; and just when the daughters of Shiloh come out Rto perform their dances, then come out from the vineyards, and every man catch a wife for himself from the daughters of Shiloh; then go to the land of Benjamin.

22“Then it shall be, when their fathers or their brothers come to us to complain, that we will say to them, ‘Be kind to them for our sakes, because we did not take a wife for any of them in the war; for it is not as though you have given the women to them at this time, making yourselves guilty of your oath.’”

23And the children of Benjamin did so; they took enough wives for their number from those who danced, whom they caught. Then they went and returned to their inheritance, and they Rrebuilt the cities and dwelt in them.





24So the children of Israel departed from there at that time, every man to his tribe and family; they went out from there, every man to his inheritance.

25RIn those days there was no king in Israel; Reveryone did what was right in his own eyes.




The Book of Ruth

[image: ]

THE BOOK OF RUTH

Ruth is a cameo story of love, devotion, and redemption set in the grim context of the days of the judges. It is the story of a Moabite woman who forsakes her pagan heritage in order to cling to the people of Israel and to the God of Israel. Because of her faithfulness in a time of national faithlessness, God rewards her by giving her a new husband (Boaz), a son (Obed), and a privileged position in the lineage of David and Christ (she is the great-grandmother of David).

Ruth is the Hebrew title of this book. This name may be a Moabite modification of the Hebrew word reuit, meaning “friendship” or “association.” The Septuagint entitles the book Routh, the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew name. The Latin title is Ruth, a transliteration of Routh.
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THE AUTHOR OF RUTH

The author of Ruth is not given anywhere in the book, nor is he known from any other biblical passage. Talmudic tradition attributes it to Samuel but this is unlikely since David appears in Ruth 4:17, 22, and Samuel died before David’s coronation (1 Sam. 25:1). Ruth was probably written during David’s reign since Solomon’s name is not included in the genealogy. The anonymity of the book, however, should not detract from its spiritual value or literary beauty.
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THE TIME OF RUTH

Ruth divides neatly into four distinct settings: (1) the country of Moab (1:1–18); (2) a field in Bethlehem (1:19–2:23); (3) a threshing floor in Bethlehem (3:1–18); and (4) the city of Bethlehem (4:1–22).

The setting of the first eighteen verses is Moab, a region northeast of the Dead Sea. The Moabites, descendants of Lot, worshiped Chemosh and other pagan gods. Scripture records two times when they fight against Israel (Judg. 3:12–30 and 1 Sam. 14:47). Ruth takes place about two centuries after the first war and about eighty years before the second.

Ruth 1:1 gives the setting of the remainder of the book: “Now it came to pass, in the days when the judges ruled.” This is a time of apostasy, warfare, decline, violence, moral decay, and anarchy. Ruth provides a cameo of the other side of the story—the godly remnant who remain true to the laws of God.

Because Ruth is written more to tell a beautiful story than to give all the historical facts of that period, the assignment of time is somewhat difficult. Utilizing the same fourfold division noted above, the following can be assigned:


A.Ruth 1:1–18 (see 1:4): The country of Moab (c. ten years)

B.Ruth 1:19–2:23 (see 1:22; 2:23): A field in Bethlehem (months)

C.Ruth 3:1–18 (see 3:2, 8, 14, 18): A threshing floor in Bethlehem (one day)

D.Ruth 4:1–22 (see 4:13–16): The city of Bethlehem (c. one year)
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THE CHRIST OF RUTH

The concept of the kinsman-redeemer or goel (3:9, “close relative”) is an important portrayal of the work of Christ. The goel must (1) be related by blood to those he redeems (Deut. 25:5, 7–10; John 1:14; Rom. 1:3; Phil. 2:5–8; Heb. 2:14, 15); (2) be able to pay the price of redemption (2:1; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19); (3) be willing to redeem (3:11; Matt. 20:28; John 10:15, 18; Heb. 10:7); (4) be free himself (Christ was free from the curse of sin). The word goel, used thirteen times in this short book, presents a clear picture of the mediating work of Christ.
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KEYS TO RUTH

Key Word: Kinsman-Redeemer—The Hebrew word for kinsman (goel) appears thirteen times in Ruth and basically means “one who redeems.” By buying back the land of Naomi, as well as marrying Ruth and fathering a son to keep the family line alive, Boaz acts as a redeemer.

Key Verses: Ruth 1:16; 3:11—“But Ruth said: ‘Entreat me not to leave you, or to turn back from following after you; for wherever you go, I will go; and wherever you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God’” (1:16).

“And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you all that you request, for all the people of my town know that you are a virtuous woman” (3:11).

Key Chapter: Ruth 4—In twenty-two short verses, Ruth moves from widowhood and poverty to marriage and wealth (2:1). In exercising the law regulating the redemption of property (Lev. 25:25–34) and the law concerning a brother’s duty to raise up seed (children) in the name of the deceased (Deut. 25:5–10), Boaz brings a Moabite woman into the family line of David and eventually of Jesus Christ.
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SURVEY OF RUTH

Ruth is the story of a virtuous woman who lives above the norm of her day. Although it was probably written during the time of David, the events take place during the time of the judges. This period in Israel’s history was generally a desert of rebellion and immorality, but the story of Ruth stands in contrast as an oasis of integrity and righteousness.

Ruth is “a virtuous woman” (3:11) who shows loyal love to her mother-in-law Naomi and her near-kinsman Boaz. In both relationships, goodness and love are clearly manifested. Her love is demonstrated in chapters 1 and 2 and rewarded in chapters 3 and 4.

Ruth’s Love Is Demonstrated (1 and 2): The story begins with a famine in Israel, a sign of disobedience and apostasy (Deut. 25–30). An Israelite named Elimelech (“My God Is King”) in a desperate act moves from Bethlehem (“House of Bread”—note the irony) to Moab. Although he seeks life in that land, he and his two sons, Mahlon (“Sick”) and Chilion (“Pining”), find only death. The deceased sons leave two Moabite widows, Orpah (“Stubbornness”) and Ruth (“Friendship”). Elimelech’s widow, Naomi, hears that the famine in Israel is over and decides to return, no longer as Naomi (“Pleasant”) but as Mara (“Bitter”). She tells her daughters-in-law to remain in Moab and remarry since there was no security for an unmarried woman in those days. Orpah chooses to leave Naomi and is never mentioned again. Ruth, on the other hand, resolves to cling to Naomi and follow Yahweh, the God of Israel. She therefore gives up her culture, people, and language because of her love.

Naomi’s misfortune leads her to think that God is her enemy, but He has plans she does not yet realize. In her plight, she must let Ruth glean at the edge of a field. This is a humiliating and dangerous task because of the character of many of the reapers. However, God’s providential care brings her to the field of Boaz, Naomi’s kinsman. Boaz (“In Him Is Strength”) begins to love, protect, and provide for her.

Ruth’s Love Is Rewarded (3 and 4): Boaz takes no further steps toward marriage, so Na-omi follows the accepted customs of the day and requests that Boaz exercise his right as kinsman-redeemer. In 3:10–13, Boaz reveals why he has taken no action: he is older than Ruth (perhaps twenty years her senior), and he is not the nearest kinsman. Nevertheless, God rewards Ruth’s devotion by giving her Boaz as a husband and by providing her with a son, Obed, the grandfather of David.
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OUTLINE OF RUTH

Part One: Ruth’s Love Is Demonstrated (1:1–2:23)

I. Ruth’s Decision to Remain with Naomi … 1:1–18

A. Ruth’s Need to Remain with Naomi … 1:1–5

B. Ruth’s Opportunity to Leave Naomi … 1:6–15

C. Ruth’s Choice to Remain with Naomi … 1:16–18

II. Ruth’s Devotion to Care for Naomi … 1:19–2:23

A. Ruth and Naomi Return to Bethlehem … 1:19–22

B. Ruth Gleans for Food … 2:1–23

1. Boaz Meets Ruth … 2:1–7

2. Boaz Protects Ruth … 2:8–16

3. Boaz Provides for Ruth … 2:17–23

Part Two: Ruth’s Love Is Rewarded (3:1–4:22)

I. Ruth’s Request for Redemption by Boaz … 3:1–18

A. Naomi Seeks Redemption for Ruth … 3:1–5

B. Ruth Obeys Naomi … 3:6–9

C. Boaz Desires to Redeem Ruth … 3:10–18

II. Ruth’s Reward of Redemption by Boaz … 4:1–22

A. Boaz Marries Ruth … 4:1–12

B. Ruth Bears a Son, Obed … 4:13–15

C. Naomi Receives a New Family … 4:16

D. Ruth Is the Great-Grandmother of David … 4:17–22




CHAPTER 1

Ruth’s Need to Remain with Naomi

1Now it came to pass, in the days when Rthe judges ruled, that there was a famine in the land. And a certain man of RBethlehem, Judah, went to dwell in the country of RMoab, he and his wife and his two sons.

2The name of the man was Elimelech, the name of his wife was Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion—REphrathites of Bethlehem, Judah. And they went Rto the country of Moab and remained there.

3Then Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died; and she was left, and her two sons.

4Now they took wives of the women of Moab: the name of the one was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth. And they Tdwelt there about ten years.

5Then both Mahlon and Chilion also died; so the woman survived her two sons and her husband.

Ruth’s Opportunity to Leave Naomi

6Then she arose with her daughters-in-law that she might return from the country of Moab, for she had heard in the country of Moab that the LORD had Rvisited His people by Rgiving them bread.

7Therefore she went out from the place where she was, and her two daughters-in-law with her; and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah.

8And Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each to her mother’s house. The LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me.

9“The LORD grant that you may find Rrest, each in the house of her husband.” So she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept.

10And they said to her, “Surely we will return with you to your people.”

11But Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters; why will you go with me? Are there still sons in my womb, Rthat they may be your husbands?

12“Turn back, my daughters, go—for I am too old to have a husband. If I should say I have hope, if I should have a husband tonight and should also bear sons, 

13“would you wait for them till they were grown? Would you restrain yourselves from having husbands? No, my daughters; for it grieves me very much for your sakes that Rthe hand of the LORD has gone out against me!”

14Then they lifted up their voices and wept again; and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth Rclung to her.

15And she said, “Look, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.”

Ruth’s Choice to Remain with Naomi

16But Ruth said:

T“Entreat me not to leave you, 

Or to turn back from following after you;

For wherever you go, I will go;

And wherever you lodge, I will lodge;

RYour people shall be my people, 

And your God, my God.

17Where you die, I will die, 

And there will I be buried.

The LORD do so to me, and more also, 

If anything but death parts you and me.”

18RWhen she saw that she Twas determined to go with her, she stopped speaking to her.

Ruth and Naomi Return to Bethlehem

19Now the two of them went until they came to Bethlehem. And it happened, when they had come to Bethlehem, that Rall the city was excited because of them; and the women said, “Is this Naomi?”

20But she said to them, “Do not call me Naomi;* call me Mara, * for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me.

21“I went out full, Rand the LORD has brought me home again empty. Why do you call me Naomi, since the LORD has testified against me, and Tthe Almighty has afflicted me?”

22So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess her daughter-in-law with her, who returned from the country of Moab. Now they came to Bethlehem Rat the beginning of barley harvest.




CHAPTER 2

Boaz Meets Ruth

1There was a relative of Naomi’s husband, a man of great wealth, of the family of Elimelech. His name was Boaz.

2So Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Please let me go to the Rfield, and glean heads of grain after him in whose sight I may find favor.” And she said to her, “Go, my daughter.”

3Then she left, and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers. And she happened to come to the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech.

4Now behold, Boaz came from RBethlehem, and said to the reapers, R“The LORD be with you!” And they answered him, “The LORD bless you!”

5Then Boaz said to his servant who was in charge of the reapers, “Whose young woman is this?”

6So the servant who was in charge of the reapers answered and said, “It is the young Moabite woman Rwho came back with Naomi from the country of Moab.

7“And she said, ‘Please let me glean and gather after the reapers among the sheaves.’ So she came and has continued from morning until now, though she rested a little in the house.”

Boaz Protects Ruth

8Then Boaz said to Ruth, “You will listen, my daughter, will you not? Do not go to glean in another field, nor go from here, but stay close by my young women.

9“Let your eyes be on the field which they reap, and go after them. Have I not commanded the young men not to touch you? And when you are thirsty, go to the vessels and drink from what the young men have drawn.”

10So she fell on her face, bowed down to the ground, and said to him, “Why have I found favor in your eyes, that you should take notice of me, since I am a foreigner?”

11And Boaz answered and said to her, “It has been fully reported to me, all that you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband, and how you have left your father and your mother and the land of your birth, and have come to a people whom you did not know before.

12R“The LORD repay your work, and a full reward be given you by the LORD God of Israel, Runder whose wings you have come for refuge.”

13Then she said, R“Let me find favor in your sight, my lord; for you have comforted me, and have spoken kindly to your maidservant, Rthough I am not like one of your maidservants.”

14Now Boaz said to her at mealtime, “Come here, and eat of the bread, and dip your piece of bread in the vinegar.” So she sat beside the reapers, and he passed parched grain to her; and she ate and Rwas satisfied, and kept some back.

15And when she rose up to Tglean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying, “Let her glean even among the sheaves, and do not Treproach her.

16“Also let grain from the bundles fall purposely for her; leave it that she may glean, and do not rebuke her.”

Boaz Provides for Ruth

17So she gleaned in the field until evening, and beat out what she had gleaned, and it was about an ephah of Rbarley.

18Then she took it up and went into the city, and her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned. So she brought out and gave to her Rwhat she had kept back after she had been satisfied.

19And her mother-in-law said to her, “Where have you gleaned today? And where did you work? Blessed be the one who Rtook notice of you.” So she told her mother-in-law with whom she had worked, and said, “The man’s name with whom I worked today is Boaz.”

20Then Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, R“Blessed be he of the LORD, who Rhas not forsaken His kindness to the living and the dead!” And Naomi said to her, “This man is a relation of ours, Rone of our close relatives.”

21Ruth the Moabitess said, “He also said to me, ‘You shall stay close by my young men until they have finished all my harvest.’”

22And Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, “It is good, my daughter, that you go out with his young women, and that people do not meet you in any other field.”

23So she stayed close by the young women of Boaz, to glean until the end of barley harvest and wheat harvest; and she dwelt with her mother-in-law.




CHAPTER 3

Naomi Seeks Redemption for Ruth

1Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, shall I not seek security for you, that it may be well with you?

2“Now Boaz, Rwhose young women you were with, is he not our relative? In fact, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor.

3“Therefore wash yourself and Ranoint yourself, put on your best garment and go down to the threshing floor; but do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking.

4“Then it shall be, when he lies down, that you shall notice the place where he lies; and you shall go in, uncover his feet, and lie down; and he will tell you what you should do.”

5And she said to her, “All that you say to me I will do.”

Ruth Obeys Naomi

6So she went down to the threshing floor and did according to all that her mother-in-law instructed her.

7And after Boaz had eaten and drunk, and Rhis heart was cheerful, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain; and she came softly, uncovered his feet, and lay down.

8Now it happened at midnight that the man was startled, and turned himself; and there, a woman was lying at his feet.

9And he said, “Who are you?” So she answered, “I am Ruth, your maidservant. RTake your maidservant under your wing, * for you are a close relative.”

Boaz Desires to Redeem Ruth

10Then he said, R“Blessed are you of the LORD, my daughter! For you have shown more kindness at the end than Rat the beginning, in that you did not go after young men, whether poor or rich.

11“And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you all that you request, for all the people of my town know that you are Ra virtuous woman.

12“Now it is true that I am a Rclose relative; however, Rthere is a relative closer than I.

13“Stay this night, and in the morning it shall be that if he will perform the duty of a close relative for you—good; let him do it. But if he does not want to perform the duty for you, then I will perform the duty for you, as the LORD lives! Lie down until morning.”

14So she lay at his feet until morning, and she arose before one could recognize another. Then he said, “Do not let it be known that the woman came to the threshing floor.”

15Also he said, “Bring the Tshawl that is on you and hold it.” And when she held it, he measured six ephahs of barley, and laid it on her. Then she* went into the city.

16When she came to her mother-in-law, she said, T“Is that you, my daughter?” Then she told her all that the man had done for her.

17And she said, “These six ephahs of barley he gave me; for he said to me, ‘Do not go empty-handed to your mother-in-law.’”

18Then she said, R“Sit still, my daughter, until you know how the matter will turn out; for the man will not rest until he has concluded the matter this day.”




CHAPTER 4

Boaz Marries Ruth

1Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there; and behold, the close relative of whom Boaz had spoken came by. So Boaz said, “Come aside, friend, * sit down here.” So he came aside and sat down.

2And he took ten men of Rthe elders of the city, and said, “Sit down here.” So they sat down.

3Then he said to the close relative, “Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, sold the piece of land Rwhich belonged to our brother Elimelech.

4“And I thought to inform you, saying, R‘Buy it back Rin the presence of the inhab-itants and the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, redeem it; but if you* will not redeem it, then tell me, that I may know; Rfor there is no one but you to redeem it, and I am next after you.’” And he said, “I will redeem it.”

5Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you must also buy it from Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, Rto perpetuate* the name of the dead through his inheritance.”

6And the close relative said, “I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I ruin my own inheritance. You redeem my right of redemption for yourself, for I cannot redeem it.”

7Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and exchanging, to confirm anything: one man took off his sandal and gave it to the other, and this was a confirmation in Israel.

8Therefore the close relative said to Boaz, “Buy it for yourself.” So he took off his sandal.

9And Boaz said to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses this day that I have bought all that was Elimelech’s, and all that was Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, from the hand of Naomi.

10“Moreover, Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, I have acquired as my wife, to perpetuate the name of the dead through his inheritance, Rthat the name of the dead may not be cut off from among his brethren and from his position at the gate.* You are witnesses this day.”

11And all the people who were at the gate, and the elders, said, “We are witnesses. The LORD make the woman who is coming to your house like Rachel and Leah, the two who built the house of Israel; and may you prosper in REphrathah and be famous in RBethlehem.

12“May your house be like the house of RPerez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, because of the offspring which the LORD will give you from this young woman.”

Ruth Bears a Son, Obed

13So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife; and when he went in to her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bore a son.

14Then Rthe women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without a close relative; and may his name be famous in Israel!

15“And may he be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-law, who loves you, who is better to you than seven sons, has borne him.”

Naomi Receives a Family

16Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her bosom, and became a nurse to him.

Ruth Is the Great-Grandmother of David Matt. 1:3–6

17Also the neighbor women gave him a name, saying, “There is a son born to Naomi.” And they called his name Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of David.

18RNow this is the genealogy of Perez: Perez begot Hezron;

19Hezron begot Ram, and Ram begot Amminadab;

20Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot RSalmon;*

21Salmon begot Boaz, and Boaz begot Obed;

22Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot RDavid.

The Jewish Calendar


Names of Months • Corresponds with • No. of Days • Month of Civil Year • Month of Sacred Year

TISHRI • Sept.–Oct. • 30 days • 1st • 7th

HESHVAN • Oct.–Nov. • 29 or 30 • 2nd • 8th

CHISLEV • Nov.–Dec. • 29 or 30 • 3rd • 9th

TEBETH • Dec.–Jan. • 29 • 4th • 10th

SHEBAT • Jan.–Feb. • 30 • 5th • 11th

ADAR • Feb.–Mar. • 29 or 30 • 6th • 12th

NISAN • Mar.–Apr. • 30 • 7th • 1st

IYAR • Apr.–May • 29 • 8th • 2nd

SIVAN • May–June • 30 • 9th • 3rd

TAMMUZ • June–July • 29 • 10th • 4th

AB • July–Aug. • 30 • 11th • 5th

*ELUL • Aug.–Sept. • 29 • 12th • 6th

The Jews used two kinds of calendars:

Civil Calendar—official calendar of kings, childbirth, and contracts

Sacred Calendar—from which festivals were computed.

* Hebrew months were alternately 30 and 29 days long. Their year, shorter than ours, had 354 days. Therefore, about every 3 years (7 times in 19 years) an extra 29-day-month, VEADAR, was added between ADAR and NISAN



FIRST WATCH • SUNSET TO 9 P.M.

SECOND WATCH • 9 P.M. TO MIDNIGHT

THIRD WATCH • MIDNIGHT TO 3 A.M.

FOURTH WATCH • 3 A.M. TO SUNRISE

FIRST WATCH • SUNRISE TO 9 A.M.

SECOND WATCH • 9 A.M. TO NOON

THIRD WATCH • NOON TO 3 P.M.

FOURTH WATCH • 3 P.M. TO SUNSET

The Jewish day was from sunset to sunset, in 8 equal parts:





The First Book of Samuel
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THE BOOK OF 1 SAMUEL

The Book of 1 Samuel describes the transition of leadership in Israel from judges to kings. Three characters are prominent in the book: Samuel, the last judge and first prophet; Saul, the first king of Israel; and David, the king-elect, anointed but not yet recognized as Saul’s successor.

The books of 1 and 2 Samuel were originally one book in the Hebrew Bible, known as the “Book of Samuel” or simply “Samuel.” This name has been variously translated “The Name of God, ” “His Name Is God, ” “Heard of God, ” and “Asked of God.” The Septuagint divides Samuel into two books even though it is one continuous account. This division artificially breaks up the history of David. The Greek (Septuagint) title is Bibloi Basileion, “Books of Kingdoms, ” referring to the later kingdoms of Israel and Judah. First Samuel is called Basileion Alpha, “First Kingdoms.” Second Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings are called “Second, Third, and Fourth Kingdoms.” The Latin Vulgate originally called the books of Samuel and Kings Libri Regum, “Books of the Kings.” Later the Latin Bible combined the Hebrew and Greek titles for the first of these books, calling it Liber I Samuelis, the “First Book of Samuel, ” or simply “First Samuel.”
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THE AUTHOR OF 1 SAMUEL

The author of 1 and 2 Samuel is anonymous, but Jewish talmudic tradition says that it was written by Samuel. Samuel may have written the first portion of the book, but his death recorded in 1 Samuel 25:1 makes it clear that he did not write all of 1 and 2 Samuel. Samuel did write a book (10:25), and written records were available. As the head of a company of prophets (10:5; 19:20), Samuel would be a logical candidate for biblical authorship.

First Chronicles 29:29 refers to “the book of Samuel the Seer, ” “the book of Nathan the Prophet, ” and “the book of Gad the seer.” All three men evidently contributed to these two books; and it is very possible that a single compiler, perhaps a member of the prophetic school, used these chronicles to put together the Book of Samuel. This is also suggested by the unity of plan and purpose and by the smooth transitions between sections.
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THE TIME OF 1 SAMUEL

If Samuel wrote the material in the first twenty-four chapters, he did so soon before his death (c. 1015 B.C.). He was born around 1105 B.C. and ministered as a judge and prophet in Israel between about 1067 and 1015 B.C. The books of Samuel end in the last days of David; so they must have been compiled after 971 B.C. The reference in 1 Samuel 27:6 to the divided monarchy in which Judah is separate from Israel indicates a compilation date after Solomon’s death in 931 B.C. However, the silence regarding the Assyrian captivity of Israel in 722 B.C. probably means that 1 Samuel was written before this key event.

First Samuel covers the ninety-four-year period from the birth of Samuel to the death of Saul (c. 1105–1011 B.C.). The Philistines strongly oppress Israel from 1087 B.C. until the battle of Ebenezer in 1047 B.C. (7:10–14). However, even after this time the Philistines exercise military and economic control. They live in the coastal plains; and the hill country in which the Israelites dwell protects them from total conquest by the Philistines.
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THE CHRIST OF 1 SAMUEL

Samuel is a type of Christ in that he is a prophet, priest, and judge. Highly revered by the people, he brings in a new age.

David is one of the primary Old Testament portrayals of the Person of Christ. He is born in Bethlehem, works as a shepherd, and rules as king of Israel. He is the anointed king who becomes the forerunner of the messianic King. His typical messianic psalms are born of his years of rejection and danger (see Ps. 22). God enables David, a man “after His own heart” (13:14), to become Israel’s greatest king. The New Testament specifically calls Christ the “seed of David according to the flesh” (Rom. 1:3) and “the Root and the Offspring of David” (Rev. 22:16).
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KEYS TO 1 SAMUEL

Key Word: Transition—First Samuel records the critical transition in Israel from the rule of God through the judges to His rule through the kings.

This transition goes through three stages: Eli to Samuel, Samuel to Saul, and Saul to David.

Key Verses: 1 Samuel 13:14; 15:22—“But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD has commanded him to be commander over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you” (13:14).

“So Samuel said, ‘Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams’” (15:22).

Key Chapter: 1 Samuel 15—First Samuel 15 records the tragic transition of kingship from Saul to David. As in all three changes recorded in 1 Samuel, God removes His blessing from one and gives it to another because of sin. “Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He also has rejected you from being king” (15:23).
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SURVEY OF 1 SAMUEL

First Samuel records the crucial transition from the theocracy under the judges to the monarchy under the kings. The book is built around three key men: Samuel (1–7), Saul (8–31), and David (16–31).

Samuel (1–7): Samuel’s story begins late in the turbulent time of the judges when Eli is the judge-priest of Israel. The birth of Samuel and his early call by Yahweh are found in chapters 1–3. Because of his responsiveness to God (3:19), he is confirmed as a prophet (3:20, 21) at a time when the “word of the LORD was rare … there was no widespread revelation” (3:1).

Corruption at Shiloh by Eli’s notoriously wicked sons leads to Israel’s defeat in the crucial battle with the Philistines (4:1–11). The ark of the covenant, God’s “throne” among the people, is lost to the Philistines; the priesthood is disrupted by the deaths of Eli and his sons; and the glory of God departs from the tabernacle (Ichabod, “No Glory, ” 4:21). Samuel begins to function as the last of the judges and the first in the order of the prophets (Acts 3:24). His prophetic ministry (7:3–17) leads to a revival in Israel, the return of the ark, and the defeat of the Philistines. When Samuel is old and his sons prove to be unjust judges, the people wrongly cry out for a king. They want a visible military and judicial ruler so they can be “like all the nations” (8:5–20).

Saul (8–15): In their impatient demand for a king, Israel chooses less than God’s best. Their motive (8:5) and criteria (9:2) are wrong. Saul begins well (9–11), but his good characteristics soon degenerate. In spite of Samuel’s solemn prophetic warning (12), Saul and the people begin to act wickedly. Saul presumptuously assumes the role of a priest (cf. 2 Chr. 26:18) and offers up sacrifices (13). He makes a foolish vow (14) and disobeys God’s command to destroy the Amalekites (15). Samuel’s powerful words in 15:22, 23 evoke a pathetic response in 15:24–31.

Saul and David (16–31): When God rejects Saul, He commissions Samuel to anoint David as Israel’s next king. God’s king-elect serves in Saul’s court (16:14–23:29) and defeats the Philistine Goliath (17). Jonathan’s devotion to David leads him to sacrifice the throne (20:30, 31) in acknowledgment of David’s divine right to it (18). David becomes a growing threat to the insanely jealous Saul; but he is protected from Saul’s wrath by Jonathan, Michal, and Samuel (19).

Saul’s open rebellion against God is manifested in his refusal to give up what God has said cannot be his. David is protected again by Jonathan from Saul’s murderous intent (20), but Saul becomes more active in his pursuit of David. The future king flees to a Philistine city where he feigns insanity (21), and flees again to Adullam where a band of men forms around him (22).

David continues to escape from the hand of Saul, and on two occasions spares Saul’s life when he has the opportunity to take it (24–26). David again seeks refuge among the Philistines, but is not allowed to fight on their side against Israel. Saul, afraid of impending battle against the Philistines, foolishly consults a medium at En Dor to hear the deceased Samuel’s advice (28). The Lord rebukes Saul and pronounces his doom; he and his sons are killed by the Philistines on Mount Gilboa (31).
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OUTLINE OF 1 SAMUEL

Part One: Samuel, the Last Judge (1:1–7:17)

I. The First Transition of National Leadership: Eli-Samuel … 1:1–3:21

A. The Birth of the New Leader … 1:1–2:11

1. Hannah’s Barrenness … 1:1–18

2. Samuel’s Birth … 1:19–28

3. Hannah’s Prophetic Prayer … 2:1–11

B. The Need of the New Leader … 2:12–36

1. Sinfulness of Eli’s Sons … 2:12–21

2. Compromise of Eli as Father … 2:22–36

C. The Transition from Eli to Samuel … 3:1–18

1. The Word of the Lord Does Not Come to Eli … 3:1

2. The Word of the Lord Comes to Samuel … 3:2–18

D. Samuel Is Recognized as the New Leader of Israel … 3:19–21

II. The Judgeship of Samuel … 4:1–7:17

A. The Need for Samuel’s Leadership … 4:1–6:21

1. Conquest of Israel by Philistia … 4:1–10

2. Eli and His Sons Die … 4:11–22

3. The Sin with the Ark … 5:1–6:21

B. The Victories Under Samuel’s Leadership … 7:1–17

1. The Acceptable Return of the Ark … 7:1, 2

2. Israel Returns to the Lord … 7:3–6

3. Israel’s Victory over Philistia … 7:7–17

Part Two: Saul, the First King (8:1–31:13)

I. The Second Transition of National Leadership: Samuel-Saul … 8:1–12:25

A. The Causes of the Transition … 8:1–9

1. Israel Rejects Samuel’s Sons as Leaders … 8:1–5

2. Israel Rejects God as King … 8:6–9

B. The Transition from Samuel to Saul … 8:10–12:25

1. Samuel Warns Israel … 8:10–22

2. God Chooses Saul … 9:1–10:16

3. Samuel Anoints Saul … 10:17–27

4. Israel Makes Saul King … 11:1–15

5. Samuel Confirms Saul … 12:1–25

II. The Reign of King Saul … 13:1–15:9

A. The Early Success of King Saul … 13:1–4

B. The Failures of King Saul … 13:5–15:9

1. Saul’s Sinful Sacrifices … 13:5–23

2. Saul’s Selfish Curse … 14:1–52

3. Saul’s Incomplete Obedience … 15:1–9

III. The Third Transition of National Leadership: Saul-David … 15:10–31:13

A. The Transition of Kingship from Saul to David … 15:10–18:9

1. God Rejects Saul as King … 15:10–35

2. God Anoints David as King … 16:1–13

3. God Takes His Spirit from Saul … 16:14–23

4. God Confirms David over Saul … 17:1–18:9

B. The Attempts of Saul to Slay David … 18:10–20:42

1. By Throwing a Spear at David … 18:10–16

2. By Tricking David to Fight the Philistines … 18:17–30

3. By Commanding His Servants to Kill David … 19:1–7

4. By Throwing a Spear at David Again … 19:8–10

5. By Sending His Messengers to Kill David … 19:11–17

6. By Coming to Kill David at Samuel’s House … 19:18–24

7. By Commanding Jonathan to Bring David to Be Killed … 20:1–42

C. The Rise of David in Exile … 21:1–28:2

1. David Is Protected by the Priest … 21:1–9

2. David Pretends to Be Mad … 21:10–15

3. David Builds an Army in the Wilderness … 22:1–26:25

4. David Joins with the Philistines … 27:1–28:2

D. The Final Decline of Saul … 28:3–31:13

1. God Does Not Answer Saul … 28:3–6

2. Saul Visits the Medium … 28:7–25

3. David Is Spared from Fighting Saul … 29:1–11

4. God Answers David … 30:1–8

5. David Kills the Enemy … 30:9–31

6. The Enemy Kills Saul … 31:1–13




CHAPTER 1

Hannah’s Barrenness

1Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim Zophim, of the mountains of Ephraim, and his name was Elkanah the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, * the son of Tohu, * the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite.

2And he had Rtwo wives: the name of one was Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children.

3This man went up from his city Ryearly Rto worship and sacrifice to the LORD of hosts in RShiloh. Also the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the LORD, were there.

4And whenever the time came for Elkanah to make an Roffering, he would give portions to Peninnah his wife and to all her sons and daughters.

5But to Hannah he would give a double portion, for he loved Hannah, Ralthough the LORD had closed her womb.

6And her rival also Rprovoked her severely, to make her miserable, because the LORD had closed her womb.

7So it was, year by year, when she went up to the house of the LORD, that she provoked her; therefore she wept and did not eat.

8Then Elkanah her husband said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? And why is your heart grieved? Am I not Rbetter to you than ten sons?”

9So Hannah arose after they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat by the doorpost of the tabernacle* of the LORD.

10And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the LORD and wept in anguish.

11Then she Rmade a vow and said, “O LORD of hosts, if You will indeed Rlook on the affliction of Your maidservant and Rremember me, and not forget Your maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a male child, then I will give him to the LORD all the days of his life, and no razor shall come upon his head.”

12And it happened, as she continued praying before the LORD, that Eli watched her mouth.

13Now Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard. Therefore Eli thought she was drunk.

14So Eli said to her, “How long will you be drunk? Put your wine away from you!”

15But Hannah answered and said, “No, my lord, I am a woman of sorrowful spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor intoxicating drink, but have Rpoured out my soul before the LORD.

16“Do not consider your maidservant a Rwicked woman, * for out of the abundance of my complaint and grief I have spoken until now.”

17Then Eli answered and said, “Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition which you have asked of Him.”

18And she said, R“Let your maidservant find favor in your sight.” So the woman Rwent her way and ate, and her face was no longer sad.

Samuel’s Birth

19Then they rose early in the morning and worshiped before the LORD, and returned and came to their house at Ramah. And Elkanah Rknew Hannah his wife, and the LORD Rremembered her.

20So it came to pass in the process of time that Hannah conceived and bore a son, and called his name Samuel, * saying, “Because I have asked for him from the LORD.”

21Now the man Elkanah and all his house Rwent up to offer to the LORD the yearly sacrifice and his vow.

22But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, “Not until the child is weaned; then I will Rtake him, that he may appear before the LORD and Rremain there Rforever.”

23So RElkanah her husband said to her, “Do what seems best to you; wait until you have weaned him. Only let the LORD Testablish His* word.” Then the woman stayed and nursed her son until she had weaned him.

24Now when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with three bulls, * one ephah of flour, and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of the LORD in Shiloh. And the child was young.

25Then they slaughtered a bull, and Rbrought the child to Eli.

26And she said, “O my lord! RAs your soul lives, my lord, I am the woman who stood by you here, praying to the LORD.

27R“For this child I prayed, and the LORD has granted me my petition which I asked of Him.

28“Therefore I also have lent him to the LORD; as long as he lives he shall be Tlent to the LORD.” So they Rworshiped the LORD there.




CHAPTER 2

Hannah’s Prophetic Prayer

1And Hannah Rprayed and said:

“My heart rejoices in the LORD;

My horn* is exalted in the LORD.

I smile at my enemies, 

Because I rejoice in Your salvation.

2“NoR one is holy like the LORD, 

For there is none besides You, 

Nor is there any rock like our God.

3“Talk no more so very proudly;

RLet no arrogance come from your mouth, 

For the LORD is the God of knowledge;

And by Him actions are weighed.

4“TheR bows of the mighty men are broken, 

And those who stumbled are girded with strength.

5Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, 

And the hungry have ceased to hunger.

Even Rthe barren has borne seven, 

And Rshe who has many children has become feeble.

6“TheR LORD kills and makes alive;

He brings down to the grave and brings up.

7The LORD makes poor and makes rich;

RHe brings low and lifts up.

8He raises the poor from the dust

And lifts the beggar from the ash heap, 

RTo set them among princes

And make them inherit the throne of glory.

R“For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s, 

And He has set the world upon them.

9RHe will guard the feet of His saints, 

But the Rwicked shall be silent in darkness.

“For by strength no man shall prevail.

10The adversaries of the LORD shall be Rbroken in pieces;

RFrom heaven He will thunder against them.

RThe LORD will judge the ends of the earth.

“He will give strength to His king, 

And exalt the horn of His anointed.”

11Then Elkanah went to his house at Ramah. But the child Tministered to the LORD before Eli the priest.

Sinfulness of Eli’s Sons

12Now the sons of Eli were Rcorrupt;* they did not know the LORD.

13And the priests’ custom with the people was that when any man offered a sacrifice, the priest’s servant would come with a three-pronged fleshhook in his hand while the meat was boiling.

14Then he would thrust it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; and the priest would take for himself all that the fleshhook brought up. So they did in RShiloh to all the Israelites who came there.

15Also, before they Rburned the fat, the priest’s servant would come and say to the man who sacrificed, “Give meat for roasting to the priest, for he will not take boiled meat from you, but raw.”

16And if the man said to him, “They should really burn the fat first; then you may take as much as your heart desires, ” he would then answer him, “No, but you must give it now; and if not, I will take it by force.”

17Therefore the sin of the young men was very great Rbefore the LORD, for men abhorred the offering of the LORD.

18But Samuel ministered before the LORD, even as a child, wearing a linen ephod.

19Moreover his mother used to make him a little robe, and bring it to him year by year when she Rcame up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice.

20And Eli Rwould bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “The LORD give you descendants from this woman for the Tloan that was given to the LORD.” Then they would go to their own home.

21And the LORD RvisitedT Hannah, so that she conceived and bore three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile the child Samuel grew before the LORD.

Compromise of Eli as Father

22Now Eli was very old; and he heard everything his sons did to all Israel, * and how they lay with the women who assembled at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.

23So he said to them, “Why do you do such things? For I hear of your evil dealings from all the people.

24“No, my sons! For it is not a good report that I hear. You make the LORD’s people transgress.

25“If one man sins against another, RGod will judge him. But if a man Rsins against the LORD, who will intercede for him?” Nevertheless they did not heed the voice of their father, because the LORD desired to kill them.

26And the child Samuel grew in stature, and in favor both with the LORD and men.

27Then a Rman of God came to Eli and said to him, “Thus says the LORD: R‘Did I not clearly reveal Myself to the house of your father when they were in Egypt in Pharaoh’s house?

28‘Did I not Rchoose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be My priest, to offer upon My altar, to burn incense, and to wear an ephod before Me? And did I not give to the house of your father all the offerings of the children of Israel made by fire?

29‘Why do you kick at My sacrifice and My offering which I have commanded in My dwelling place, and honor your sons more than Me, to make yourselves fat with the best of all the offerings of Israel My people?’

30“Therefore the LORD God of Israel says: R‘I said indeed that your house and the house of your father would walk before Me forever.’ But now the LORD says: R‘Far be it from Me; for those who honor Me I will honor, and those who despise Me shall be lightly esteemed.

31‘Behold, Rthe days are coming that I will cut off your Tarm and the arm of your father’s house, so that there will not be an old man in your house. 

32‘And you will see an enemy in My dwelling place, despite all the good which God does for Israel. And there shall not be an old man in your house forever.

33‘But any of your men whom I do not cut off from My altar shall consume your eyes and grieve your heart. And all the descendants of your house shall die in the flower of their age.

34‘Now this shall be Ra sign to you that will come upon your two sons, on Hophni and Phinehas: Rin one day they shall die, both of them.

35‘Then RI will raise up for Myself a faithful priest who shall do according to what is in My heart and in My mind. I will build him a sure house, and he shall walk before RMy anointed forever.

36R‘And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left in your house will come and bow down to him for a piece of silver and a morsel of bread, and say, “Please, Tput me in one of the priestly positions, that I may eat a piece of bread.”’”




CHAPTER 3

The Word of the Lord Does Not Come to Eli

1Now the boy Samuel ministered to the LORD before Eli. And Rthe word of the LORD was rare in those days; there was no widespread revelation.

The Word of the Lord Comes to Samuel

2And it came to pass at that time, while Eli was lying down in his place, and when his eyes had begun to grow Rso dim that he could not see, 

3and before the lamp of God went out in the tabernacle* of the LORD where the ark of God was, and while Samuel was lying down, 

4that the LORD called Samuel. And he answered, “Here I am!”

5So he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” And he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” And he went and lay down.

6Then the LORD called yet again, “Samuel!” So Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” He answered, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.”

7(Now Samuel Rdid not yet know the LORD, nor was the word of the LORD yet revealed to him.)

8And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. So he arose and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you did call me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD had called the boy.

9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and it shall be, if He calls you, that you must say, R‘Speak, LORD, for Your servant hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

10Now the LORD came and stood and called as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel answered, “Speak, for Your servant hears.”

11Then the LORD said to Samuel: “Behold, I will do something in Israel at which both ears of everyone who hears it will tingle.

12“In that day I will perform against Eli Rall that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end.

13“For I have told him that I will judge his house forever for the iniquity which he knows, because his sons made themselves vile, and he did not restrain them.

14“And therefore I have sworn to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house Rshall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever.”

15So Samuel lay down until morning, * and opened the doors of the house of the LORD. And Samuel was afraid to tell Eli the vision.

16Then Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son!” He answered, “Here I am.”

17And he said, “What is the word that the LORD spoke to you? Please do not hide it from me. RGod do so to you, and more also, if you hide anything from me of all the things that He said to you.”

18Then Samuel told him everything, and hid nothing from him. And he said, R“It is the LORD. Let Him do what seems good to Him.”

Samuel Is Recognized as the New Leader of Israel

19So Samuel Rgrew, and the LORD was with him Rand let none of his words Tfall to the ground.

20And all Israel Rfrom Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel had been Testablished as a prophet of the LORD.

21Then the LORD appeared again in Shiloh. For the LORD revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the LORD.




CHAPTER 4

Conquest of Israel by Philistia

1And the word of Samuel came to all Is rael.*

Now Israel went out to battle against the Philistines, and encamped beside Ebenezer; and the Philistines encamped in Aphek.

2Then the RPhilistines put themselves in battle array against Israel. And when they joined battle, Israel was defeated by the Philistines, who killed about four thousand men of the army in the field.

3And when the people had come into the camp, the elders of Israel said, “Why has the LORD defeated us today before the Philistines? RLet us bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD from Shiloh to us, that when it comes among us it may save us from the hand of our enemies.”

4So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring from there the ark of the covenant of the LORD of hosts, Rwho dwells between the cherubim. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God.

5And when the ark of the covenant of the LORD came into the camp, all Israel shouted so loudly that the earth shook.

6Now when the Philistines heard the noise of the shout, they said, “What does the sound of this great shout in the camp of the Hebrews mean?” Then they understood that the ark of the LORD had come into the camp.

7So the Philistines were afraid, for they said, “God has come into the camp!” And they said, R“Woe to us! For such a thing has never happened before.

8“Woe to us! Who will deliver us from the hand of these mighty gods? These are the gods who struck the Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderness.

9R“Be strong and conduct yourselves like men, you Philistines, that you do not become servants of the Hebrews, Ras they have been to you. TConduct yourselves like men, and fight!”

10So the Philistines fought, and RIsrael was Tdefeated, and every man fled to his tent. There was a very great slaughter, and there fell of Israel thirty thousand foot soldiers.

Eli and His Sons Die

11Also Rthe ark of God was captured; and Rthe two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died.

12Then a man of Benjamin ran from the battle line the same day, and Rcame to Shiloh with his clothes torn and Rdirt on his head.

13Now when he came, there was Eli, sitting on Ra seat by the wayside watching, * for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And when the man came into the city and told it, all the city cried out.

14When Eli heard the noise of the outcry, he said, “What does the sound of this tumult mean?” And the man came quickly and told Eli.

15Eli was ninety-eight years old, and his eyes were so dim that he could not see.

16Then the man said to Eli, “I am he who came from the battle. And I fled today from the battle line.” And he said, R“What happened, my son?”

17So the messenger answered and said, “Israel has fled before the Philistines, and there has been a great slaughter among the people. Also your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead; and the ark of God has been captured.”

18Then it happened, when he made mention of the ark of God, that Eli fell off the seat backward by the side of the gate; and his neck was broken and he died, for the man was old and heavy. And he had judged Israel forty years.

19Now his daughter-in-law, Phinehas’ wife, was with child, due to be delivered; and when she heard the news that the ark of God was captured, and that her father-in-law and her husband were dead, she bowed herself and gave birth, for her labor pains came upon her.

20And about the time of her death the women who stood by her said to her, “Do not fear, for you have borne a son.” But she did not answer, nor did she regard it.

21Then she named the child RIchabod, * saying, R“The glory has departed from Israel!” because the ark of God had been captured and because of her father-in-law and her husband.

22And she said, “The glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured.”




CHAPTER 5

The Philistines’ Sin with the Ark

1Then the Philistines took the ark of God and brought it Rfrom Ebenezer to Ashdod.

2When the Philistines took the ark of God, they brought it into the house of RDagon* and set it by Dagon.

3And when the people of Ashdod arose early in the morning, there was Dagon, Rfallen on its face to the earth before the ark of the LORD. So they took Dagon and Rset it in its place again.

4And when they arose early the next morning, there was Dagon, fallen on its face to the ground before the ark of the LORD. RThe head of Dagon and both the palms of its hands were broken off on the threshold; only Dagon’s torso* was left of it.

5Therefore neither the priests of Dagon nor any who come into Dagon’s house Rtread on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod to this day.

6But the Rhand of the LORD was heavy on the people of Ashdod, and He Rravaged them and struck them with tumors, * both Ashdod and its territory.

7And when the men of Ashdod saw how it was, they said, “The ark of the God of Israel must not remain with us, for His hand is harsh toward us and Dagon our god.”

8Therefore they sent and gathered to themselves all the Rlords of the Philistines, and said, “What shall we do with the ark of the God of Israel?” And they answered, “Let the ark of the God of Israel be carried away to RGath.” So they carried the ark of the God of Israel away.

9So it was, after they had carried it away, that the hand of the LORD was against the city with a very great destruction; and He struck the men of the city, both small and great, and tumors broke out on them.

10Therefore they sent the ark of God to Ekron. So it was, as the ark of God came to Ekron, that the Ekronites cried out, saying, “They have brought the ark of the God of Israel to us, to kill us and our people!”

11So they sent and gathered together all the lords of the Philistines, and said, “Send away the ark of the God of Israel, and let it go back to its own place, so that it does not kill us and our people.” For there was a deadly destruction throughout all the city; the hand of God was very heavy there.

12And the men who did not die were stricken with the tumors, and the Rcry of the city went up to heaven.




CHAPTER 6

1Now the ark of the LORD was in the country of the Philistines seven months.

2And the Philistines Rcalled for the priests and the diviners, saying, “What shall we do with the ark of the LORD? Tell us how we should send it to its place.”

3So they said, “If you send away the ark of the God of Israel, do not send it Rempty; but by all means return it to Him with a trespass offering. Then you will be healed, and it will be known to you why His hand is not removed from you.”

4Then they said, “What is the trespass offering which we shall return to Him?” They answered, “Five golden tumors and five golden rats, according to the number of the lords of the Philistines. For the same plague was on all of you and on your lords.

5“Therefore you shall make images of your tumors and images of your rats that Rravage the land, and you shall Rgive glory to the God of Israel; perhaps He will lightenT His hand from you, from your gods, and from your land.

6“Why then do you harden your hearts as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? When He did mighty things among them, Rdid they not let the people go, that they might depart?

7“Now therefore, make a new cart, take two milk cows which have never been yoked, and hitch the cows to the cart; and take their calves home, away from them.

8“Then take the ark of the LORD and set it on the cart; and put Rthe articles of gold which you are returning to Him as a trespass offering in a chest by its side. Then send it away, and let it go.

9“And watch: if it goes up the road to its own territory, to Beth Shemesh, then He has done us this great evil. But if not, then we shall know that it is not His hand that struck us—it happened to us by chance.”

The Israelites’ Sin with the Ark

10Then the men did so; they took two milk cows and hitched them to the cart, and shut up their calves at home.

11And they set the ark of the LORD on the cart, and the chest with the gold rats and the images of their tumors.

12Then the cows headed straight for the road to Beth Shemesh, and went along the Rhighway, lowing as they went, and did not turn aside to the right hand or the left. And the lords of the Philistines went after them to the border of Beth Shemesh.

13Now the people of Beth Shemesh were reaping their Rwheat harvest in the valley; and they lifted their eyes and saw the ark, and rejoiced to see it.

14Then the cart came into the field of Joshua of Beth Shemesh, and stood there; a large stone was there. So they split the wood of the cart and offered the cows as a burnt offering to the LORD.

15The Levites took down the ark of the LORD and the chest that was with it, in which were the articles of gold, and put them on the large stone. Then the men of Beth Shemesh offered burnt offerings and made sacrifices the same day to the LORD.

16So when Rthe five lords of the Philistines had seen it, they returned to Ekron the same day.

17These are the golden tumors which the Philistines returned as a trespass offering to the LORD: one for Ashdod, one for Gaza, one for Ashkelon, one for Gath, one for Ekron;

18and the golden rats, according to the number of all the cities of the Philistines belonging to the five lords, both fortified cities and country villages, even as far as the large stone of Abel on which they set the ark of the LORD, which stone remains to this day in the field of Joshua of Beth Shemesh.

19Then He struck the men of Beth Shemesh, because they had looked into the ark of the LORD. He struck fifty thousand and seventy men* of the people, and the people lamented because the LORD had struck the people with a great slaughter.

20And the men of Beth Shemesh said, “Who is able to stand before this holy LORD God? And to whom shall it go up from us?”

21So they sent messengers to the inhabitants of Kirjath Jearim, saying, “The Philistines have brought back the ark of the LORD; come down and take it up with you.”




CHAPTER 7

The Acceptable Return of the Ark

1Then the men of Kirjath Jearim came and took the ark of the LORD, and brought it into the house of Abinadab on the hill, and Rconsecrated Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the LORD.

2So it was that the ark remained in Kirjath Jearim a long time; it was there twenty years. And all the house of Israel lamented after the LORD.

Israel Returns to the Lord

3Then Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, “If you return to the LORD with all your hearts, then put away the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths* from among you, and prepare your hearts for the LORD, and Rserve Him only; and He will deliver you from the hand of the Philistines.”

4So the children of Israel put away the RBaals and the Ashtoreths, * and served the LORD only.

5And Samuel said, “Gather all Israel to Mizpah, and I will pray to the LORD for you.”

6So they gathered together at Mizpah, Rdrew water, and poured it out before the LORD. And they Rfasted that day, and said there, R“We have sinned against the LORD.” And Samuel judged the children of Israel at Mizpah.

Israel’s Victory over Philistia

7Now when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel had gathered together at Mizpah, the lords of the Philistines went up against Israel. And when the children of Israel heard of it, they were afraid of the Philistines.

8So the children of Israel said to Samuel, R“Do not cease to cry out to the LORD our God for us, that He may save us from the hand of the Philistines.”

9And Samuel took a suckling lamb and offered it as a whole burnt offering to the LORD. Then Samuel cried out to the LORD for Israel, and the LORD answered him.

10Now as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to battle against Israel. But the LORD thundered with a loud thunder upon the Philistines that day, and so confused them that they were overcome before Israel.

11And the men of Israel went out of Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, and drove them back as far as below Beth Car.

12Then Samuel Rtook a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen, and called its name Ebenezer, * saying, “Thus far the LORD has helped us.”

13RSo the Philistines were subdued, and they Rdid not come anymore into the territory of Israel. And the hand of the LORD was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel.

14Then the cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel were restored to Israel, from Ekron to Gath; and Israel recovered its territory from the hands of the Philistines. Also there was peace between Israel and the Amorites.

15And Samuel Rjudged Israel all the days of his life.

16He went from year to year on a circuit to Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah, and judged Israel in all those places.

17But he always returned to Ramah, for his home was there. There he judged Israel, and there he built an altar to the LORD.




CHAPTER 8

Israel Rejects Samuel’s Sons as Leaders

1Now it came to pass when Samuel was Rold that he Rmade his Rsons judges over Israel. 

2The name of his firstborn was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba.

3But his sons did not walk in his ways; they turned aside after dishonest gain, took bribes, and perverted justice.

4Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, 

5and said to him, “Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now Rmake us a king to judge us like all the nations.”

Israel Rejects God as King

6But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” So Samuel Rprayed to the LORD.

7And the LORD said to Samuel, “Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for Rthey have not rejected you, but Rthey have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them.

8“According to all the works which they have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt, even to this day—with which they have forsaken Me and served other gods—so they are doing to you also.

9“Now therefore, heed their voice. However, you shall solemnly forewarn them, and Rshow them the behavior of the king who will reign over them.”

Samuel Warns Israel

10So Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who asked him for a king.

11And he said, “This will be the behavior of the king who will reign over you: He will take your sons and appoint them for his own chariots and to be his horsemen, and some will run before his chariots.

12“He will Rappoint captains over his thousands and captains over his fifties, will set some to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and some to make his weapons of war and equipment for his chariots.

13“He will take your daughters to be perfumers, cooks, and bakers.

14“And Rhe will take the best of your fields, your vineyards, and your olive groves, and give them to his servants.

15“He will take a tenth of your grain and your vintage, and give it to his officers and servants.

16“And he will take your male servants, your female servants, your finest young men, * and your donkeys, and put them to his work.

17“He will take a tenth of your sheep. And you will be his servants.

18“And you will cry out in that day because of your king whom you have chosen for yourselves, and the LORD Rwill not hear you in that day.”

19Nevertheless the people Rrefused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they said, “No, but we will have a king over us, 

20“that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.”

21And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he repeated them in the hearing of the LORD.

22So the LORD said to Samuel, R“Heed their voice, and make them a king.” And Samuel said to the men of Israel, “Every man go to his city.”




CHAPTER 9

God Chooses Saul

1There was a man of Benjamin whose name was RKish the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Bechorath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a mighty man of Tpower.

2And he had a choice and handsome son whose name was Saul. There was not a more handsome person than he among the children of Israel. From his shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people.

3Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, were lost. And Kish said to his son Saul, “Please take one of the servants with you, and arise, go and look for the donkeys.”

4So he passed through the mountains of Ephraim and through the land of RShalisha, but they did not find them. Then they passed through the land of Shaalim, and they were not there. Then he passed through the land of the Benjamites, but they did not find them.

5When they had come to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his servant who was with him, “Come, let Rus return, lest my father cease caring about the donkeys and become worried about us.”

6And he said to him, “Look now, there is in this city a man of God, and he is an honorable man; all that he says surely comes to pass. So let us go there; perhaps he can show us the way that we should go.”

7Then Saul said to his servant, “But look, if we go, Rwhat shall we bring the man? For the bread in our vessels is all gone, and there is no present to bring to the man of God. What do we have?”

8And the servant answered Saul again and said, “Look, I have here at hand one-fourth of a shekel of silver. I will give that to the man of God, to tell us our way.”

9(Formerly in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, he spoke thus: “Come, let us go to the seer”; for he who is now called a prophet was formerly called a seer.)

10Then Saul said to his servant, “Well said; come, let us go.” So they went to the city where the man of God was.

11As they went up the hill to the city, Rthey met some young women going out to draw water, and said to them, “Is the seer here?”

12And they answered them and said, “Yes, there he is, just ahead of you. Hurry now; for today he came to this city, because Rthere is a sacrifice of the people today Ron the high place.

13“As soon as you come into the city, you will surely find him before he goes up to the high place to eat. For the people will not eat until he comes, because he must bless the sacrifice; afterward those who are invited will eat. Now therefore, go up, for about this time you will find him.”

14So they went up to the city. As they were coming into the city, there was Samuel, coming out toward them on his way up to the high place.

15Now the LORD had told Samuel in his ear the day before Saul came, saying, 

16“Tomorrow about this time RI will send you a man from the land of Benjamin, Rand you shall anoint him commander over My people Israel, that he may save My people from the hand of the Philistines; for I have looked upon My people, because their cry has come to Me.”

17So when Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said to him, R“There he is, the man of whom I spoke to you. This one shall reign over My people.”

18Then Saul drew near to Samuel in the gate, and said, “Please tell me, where is the seer’s house?”

19Samuel answered Saul and said, “I am the seer. Go up before me to the high place, for you shall eat with me today; and tomorrow I will let you go and will tell you all that is in your heart.

20“But as for your donkeys that were lost three days ago, do not be anxious about them, for they have been found. And on whom is all the desire of Israel? Is it not on you and on all your father’s house?”

21And Saul answered and said, R“Am I not a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel, and my family the least of all the families of the tribe* of Benjamin? Why then do you speak like this to me?”

22Now Samuel took Saul and his servant and brought them into the hall, and had them sit in the place of honor among those who were invited; there were about thirty persons.

23And Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the portion which I gave you, of which I said to you, ‘Set it apart.’”

24So the cook took up Rthe thigh with its upper part and set it before Saul. And Samuel said, “Here it is, what was kept back. It was set apart for you. Eat; for until this time it has been kept for you, since I said I invited the people.” So Saul ate with Samuel that day.

25When they had come down from the high place into the city, Samuel spoke with Saul on Rthe top of the house.*

26They arose early; and it was about the dawning of the day that Samuel called to Saul on the top of the house, saying, “Get up, that I may send you on your way.” And Saul arose, and both of them went outside, he and Samuel.

27As they were going down to the outskirts of the city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the servant to go on ahead of us.” And he went on. “But you stand here awhile, that I may announce to you the word of God.”




CHAPTER 10

1Then RSamuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head, Rand kissed him and said: “Is it not because Rthe LORD has anointed you commander over His inheritance?*

2“When you have departed from me today, you will find two men by Rachel’s tomb in the territory of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will say to you, ‘The donkeys which you went to look for have been found. And now your father has ceased caring about the donkeys and is worrying about you, saying, “What shall I do about my son?”’

3“Then you shall go on forward from there and come to the terebinth tree of Tabor. There three men going up to God at Bethel will meet you, one carrying three young goats, another carrying three loaves of bread, and another carrying a skin of wine.

4“And they will Tgreet you and give you two loaves of bread, which you shall receive from their hands.

5“After that you shall come to the hill of God Rwhere the Philistine garrison is. And it will happen, when you have come there to the city, that you will meet a group of prophets coming down Rfrom the high place with a stringed instrument, a tambourine, a flute, and a harp before them; and they will be prophesying.

6“Then the Spirit of the LORD will come upon you, and you will prophesy with them and be turned into another man.

7“And let it be, when these Rsigns come to you, that you do as the occasion demands; for RGod is with you.

8“You shall go down before me Rto Gilgal; and surely I will come down to you to offer burnt offerings and make sacrifices of peace offerings. RSeven days you shall wait, till I come to you and show you what you should do.”

9So it was, when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, that God Tgave him another heart; and all those signs came to pass that day.

10When they came there to the hill, there was Ra group of prophets to meet him; then the Spirit of God came upon him, and he prophesied among them.

11And it happened, when all who knew him formerly saw that he indeed prophesied among the prophets, that the people said to one another, “What is this that has come upon the son of Kish? RIs Saul also among the prophets?”

12Then a man from there answered and said, “But Rwho is their father?” Therefore it became a proverb: “Is Saul also among the prophets?”

13And when he had finished prophesying, he went to the high place.

14Then Saul’s Runcle said to him and his servant, “Where did you go?” So he said, “To look for the donkeys. When we saw that they were nowhere to be found, we went to Samuel.”

15And Saul’s uncle said, “Tell me, please, what Samuel said to you.”

16So Saul said to his uncle, “He told us plainly that the donkeys had been found.” But about the matter of the kingdom, he did not tell him what Samuel had said.

Samuel Anoints Saul

17Then Samuel called the people together Rto the LORD at Mizpah, 

18and said to the children of Israel, R“Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘I brought up Israel out of Egypt, and delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of all kingdoms and from those who oppressed you.’

19“But you have today rejected your God, who Himself saved you from all your adversities and your tribulations; and you have said to Him, ‘No, set a king over us!’ Now therefore, present yourselves before the LORD by your tribes and by your clans.”*

20And when Samuel had Rcaused all the tribes of Israel to come near, the tribe of Benjamin was chosen.

21When he had caused the tribe of Benjamin to come near by their families, the family of Matri was chosen. And Saul the son of Kish was chosen. But when they sought him, he could not be found.

22Therefore they Rinquired of the LORD further, “Has the man come here yet?” And the LORD answered, “There he is, hidden among the equipment.”

23So they ran and brought him from there; and when he stood among the people, Rhe was taller than any of the people from his shoulders upward.

24And Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see him Rwhom the LORD has chosen, that there is no one like him among all the people?” So all the people shouted and said, R“Long live the king!”

25Then Samuel explained to the people Rthe behavior of royalty, and wrote it in a book and laid it up before the LORD. And Samuel sent all the people away, every man to his house.

26And Saul also went home Rto Gibeah; and valiant men went with him, whose hearts God had touched.

27RBut some Rrebels said, “How can this man save us?” So they despised him, Rand brought him no presents. But he held his peace.




CHAPTER 11

Israel Makes Saul King

1Then RNahash the Ammonite came up and encamped against RJabesh Gilead; and all the men of Jabesh said to Nahash, R“Make a covenant with us, and we will serve you.”

2And Nahash the Ammonite answered them, “On this condition I will make a covenant with you, that I may put out all your right eyes, and bring Rreproach on all Israel.”

3Then the elders of Jabesh said to him, “Hold off for seven days, that we may send messengers to all the territory of Israel. And then, if there is no one to Tsave us, we will come out to you.”

4So the messengers came Rto Gibeah of Saul and told the news in the hearing of the people. And all the people lifted up their voices and wept.

5Now there was Saul, coming behind the herd from the field; and Saul said, “What troubles the people, that they weep?” And they told him the words of the men of Jabesh.

6RThen the Spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard this news, and his anger was greatly aroused.

7So he took a yoke of oxen and Rcut them in pieces, and sent them throughout all the territory of Israel by the hands of messengers, saying, R“Whoever does not go out with Saul and Samuel to battle, so it shall be done to his oxen.” And the fear of the LORD fell on the people, and they came out with one consent.

8When he numbered them in RBezek, the children Rof Israel were three hundred thousand, and the men of Judah thirty thousand.

9And they said to the messengers who came, “Thus you shall say to the men of Jabesh Gilead: ‘Tomorrow, by the time the sun is hot, you shall have help.’” Then the messengers came and reported it to the men of Jabesh, and they were glad.

10Therefore the men of Jabesh said, “Tomorrow we will come out to you, and you may do with us whatever seems good to you.”

11So it was, on the next day, that Saul put the people in three companies; and they came into the midst of the camp in the morning watch, and killed Ammonites until the heat of the day. And it happened that those who survived were scattered, so that no two of them were left together.

12Then the people said to Samuel, R“Who is he who said, ‘Shall Saul reign over us?’ RBring the men, that we may put them to death.”

13But Saul said, “Not a man shall be put to death this day, for today the LORD has accomplished salvation in Israel.”

14Then Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go Rto Gilgal and renew the kingdom there.”

15So all the people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul king Rbefore the LORD in Gilgal. RThere they made sacrifices of peace offerings before the LORD, and there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly.




CHAPTER 12

Samuel Confirms Saul

1Now Samuel said to all Israel: “Indeed I have heeded your voice in all that you said to me, and have made a king over you.

2“And now here is the king, walking before you; and I am old and grayheaded, and look, my sons are with you. I have walked before you from my childhood to this day.

3“Here I am. Witness against me before the LORD and before His anointed: RWhose ox have I taken, or whose donkey have I taken, or whom have I cheated? Whom have I oppressed, or from whose hand have I received any bribe with which to blind my eyes? I will restore it to you.”

4And they said, R“You have not cheated us or oppressed us, nor have you taken anything from any man’s hand.”

5Then he said to them, “The LORD is witness against you, and His anointed is witness this day, Rthat you have not found anything Rin my hand.” And they answered, “He is witness.”

6Then Samuel said to the people, R“It is the LORD who raised up Moses and Aaron, and who brought your fathers up from the land of Egypt.

7“Now therefore, stand still, that I may Rreason with you before the LORD concerning all the righteous acts of the LORD which He did to you and your fathers:

8R“When Jacob had gone into Egypt, * and your fathers cried out to the LORD, then the LORD sent Moses and Aaron, who brought your fathers out of Egypt and made them dwell in this place.

9“And when they Rforgot the LORD their God, He sold them into the hand of RSisera, commander of the army of Hazor, into the hand of the RPhilistines, and into the hand of the king of Moab; and they fought against them.

10“Then they cried out to the LORD, and said, ‘We have sinned, because we have forsaken the LORD and served the Baals and Ashtoreths;* but now deliver us from the hand of our enemies, and we will serve You.’

11“And the LORD sent Jerubbaal, * Bedan, * Jephthah, and Samuel, * and delivered you out of the hand of your enemies on every side; and you dwelt in safety.

12“And when you saw that RNahash king of the Ammonites came against you, Ryou said to me, ‘No, but a king shall reign over us, ’ when Rthe LORD your God was your king.

13“Now therefore, Rhere is the king whom you have chosen and whom you have desired. And take note, Rthe LORD has set a king over you.

14“If you fear the LORD and serve Him and obey His voice, and do not rebel against the commandment of the LORD, then both you and the king who reigns over you will continue following the LORD your God.

15“However, if you do Rnot obey the voice of the LORD, but Rrebel against the commandment of the LORD, then the hand of the LORD will be against you, as it was against your fathers.

16“Now therefore, Rstand and see this great thing which the LORD will do before your eyes:

17“Is today not the wheat harvest? RI will call to the LORD, and He will send thunder and rain, that you may perceive and see that your wickedness is great, which you have done in the sight of the LORD, in asking a king for yourselves.” 

18So Samuel called to the LORD, and the LORD sent thunder and rain that day; and Rall the people greatly feared the LORD and Samuel.

19And all the people said to Samuel, R“Pray for your servants to the LORD your God, that we may not die; for we have added to all our sins the evil of asking a king for ourselves.”

20Then Samuel said to the people, “Do not fear. You have done all this wickedness; yet do not turn aside from following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart.

21“And do not turn aside; for then you would go after empty things which cannot profit or deliver, for they are nothing.

22“For Rthe LORD will not forsake RHis people, Rfor His great name’s sake, because Rit has pleased the LORD to make you His people.

23“Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD Rin ceasing to pray for you; but RI will teach you the good and the right way.

24“Only fear the LORD, and serve Him in truth with all your heart; for consider what great things He has done for you.

25“But if you still do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you and your king.”




CHAPTER 13

The Early Success of King Saul

1Saul reigned one year; and when he had reigned two years over Israel, *

2Saul chose for himself three thousand men of Israel. Two thousand were with Saul in Michmash and in the mountains of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin. The rest of the people he sent away, every man to his tent.

3And Jonathan attacked Rthe garrison of the Philistines that was in RGeba, and the Philistines heard of it. Then Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land, saying, “Let the Hebrews hear!”

4Now all Israel heard it said that Saul had attacked a garrison of the Philistines, and that Israel had also become an abomination to the Philistines. And the people were called together to Saul at Gilgal.

Saul’s Sinful Sacrifices

5Then the Philistines gathered together to fight with Israel, thirty* thousand chariots and six thousand horsemen, and people as the sand which is on the seashore in multitude. And they came up and encamped in Michmash, to the east of Beth Aven.

6When the men of Israel saw that they were in danger (for the people were distressed), then the people hid in caves, in thickets, in rocks, in holes, and in pits.

7And some of the Hebrews crossed over the Jordan to the Rland of Gad and Gilead. As for Saul, he was still in Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling. 

8RThen he waited seven days, according to the time set by Samuel. But Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him.

9So Saul said, “Bring a burnt offering and peace offerings here to me.” And he offered the burnt offering.

10Now it happened, as soon as he had finished presenting the burnt offering, that Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet him, that he might Tgreet him.

11And Samuel said, “What have you done?” Saul said, “When I saw that the people were scattered from me, and that you did not come within the days appointed, and that the Philistines gathered together at Michmash, 

12“then I said, ‘The Philistines will now come down on me at Gilgal, and I have not made supplication to the LORD.’ Therefore I felt compelled, and offered a burnt offering.”

13And Samuel said to Saul, R“You have done foolishly. RYou have not kept the commandment of the LORD your God, which He commanded you. For now the LORD would have established your kingdom over Israel forever.

14R“But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD has commanded him to be commander over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you.”

15Then Samuel arose and went up from Gilgal to Gibeah of Benjamin.* And Saul numbered the people present with him, Rabout six hundred men.

16Saul, Jonathan his son, and the people present with them remained in TGibeah of Benjamin. But the Philistines encamped in Michmash.

17Then raiders came out of the camp of the Philistines in three companies. One company turned onto the road to ROphrah, to the land of Shual, 

18another company turned to the road to Beth Horon, and another company turned to the road of the border that overlooks the Valley of Zeboim toward the wilderness.

19Now Rthere was no blacksmith to be found throughout all the land of Israel, for the Philistines said, “Lest the Hebrews make swords or spears.”

20But all the Israelites would go down to the Philistines to sharpen each man’s plowshare, his mattock, his ax, and his sickle;

21and the charge for a sharpening was a pim* for the plowshares, the mattocks, the forks, and the axes, and to set the points of the goads.

22So it came about, on the day of battle, that there was neither sword nor spear found in the hand of any of the people who were with Saul and Jonathan. But they were found with Saul and Jonathan his son.

23RAnd the garrison of the Philistines went out to the pass of Michmash.




CHAPTER 14

Saul’s Selfish Curse

1Now it happened one day that Jonathan the son of Saul said to the young man who Tbore his armor, “Come, let us go over to the Philistines’ garrison that is on the other side.” But he did not tell his father.

2And Saul was sitting in the outskirts of Gibeah under a pomegranate tree which is in Migron. The people who were with him were about six hundred men.

3RAhijah the son of Ahitub, Ichabod’s brother, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the LORD’s priest in Shiloh, was wearing an ephod. But the people did not know that Jonathan had gone.

4Between the passes, by which Jonathan sought to go over Rto the Philistines’ garrison, there was a sharp rock on one side and a sharp rock on the other side. And the name of one was Bozez, and the name of the other Seneh.

5The front of one faced northward opposite Michmash, and the other southward opposite Gibeah.

6Then Jonathan said to the young man who bore his armor, “Come, let us go over to the garrison of these Runcircumcised; it may be that the LORD will work for us. For nothing restrains the LORD Rfrom saving by many or by few.”

7So his armorbearer said to him, “Do all that is in your heart. Go then; here I am with you, according to your heart.”

8Then Jonathan said, “Very well, let us cross over to these men, and we will show ourselves to them.

9“If they say thus to us, ‘Wait until we come to you, ’ then we will stand still in our place and not go up to them.

10“But if they say thus, ‘Come up to us, ’ then we will go up. For the LORD has delivered them into our hand, and Rthis will be a sign to us.”

11So both of them showed themselves to the garrison of the Philistines. And the Philistines said, “Look, the Hebrews are coming out of the holes where they have Rhidden.”

12Then the men of the garrison called to Jonathan and his armorbearer, and said, “Come up to us, and we will show you something.” Jonathan said to his armorbearer, “Come up after me, for the LORD has delivered them into the hand of Israel.”

13And Jonathan climbed up on his hands and knees with his armorbearer after him; and they fell before Jonathan. And as he came after him, his armorbearer killed them.

14That first slaughter which Jonathan and his armorbearer made was about twenty men within about half an acre of land.*

15And Rthere was trembling in the camp, in the field, and among all the people. The garrison and Rthe raiders also trembled; and the earth quaked, so that it was Ra very great trembling.

16Now the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked, and there was the multitude, melting away; and they Rwent here and there.

17Then Saul said to the people who were with him, “Now call the roll and see who has gone from us.” And when they had called the roll, surprisingly, Jonathan and his armorbearer were not there.

18And Saul said to Ahijah, “Bring the ark* of God here” (for at that time the ark* of God was with the children of Israel).

19Now it happened, while Saul Rtalked to the priest, that the noise which was in the camp of the Philistines continued to increase; so Saul said to the priest, “Withdraw your hand.”

20Then Saul and all the people who were with him assembled, and they went to the battle; and indeed Revery man’s sword was against his neighbor, and there was very great confusion.

21Moreover the Hebrews who were with the Philistines before that time, who went up with them into the camp from the surrounding country, they also joined the Israelites who were with Saul and Jonathan.

22Likewise all the men of Israel who had hidden in the mountains of Ephraim, when they heard that the Philistines fled, they also followed hard after them in the battle.

23RSo the LORD saved Israel that day, and the battle shifted to Beth Aven.

24And the men of Israel were distressed that day, for Saul had Rplaced the people under oath, saying, “Cursed is the man who eats any food until evening, before I have taken vengeance on my enemies.” So none of the people tasted food.

25Now all the people of the land came to a forest; and there was honey on the ground.

26And when the people had come into the woods, there was the honey, dripping; but no one put his hand to his mouth, for the people feared the oath.

27But Jonathan had not heard his father charge the people with the oath; therefore he stretched out the end of the rod that was in his hand and dipped it in a honeycomb, and put his hand to his mouth; and his Tcountenance brightened.

28Then one of the people said, “Your father strictly charged the people with an oath, saying, ‘Cursed is the man who eats food this day.’” And the people were faint.

29But Jonathan said, “My father has troubled the land. Look now, how my countenance has brightened because I tasted a little of this honey.

30“How much better if the people had eaten freely today of the spoil of their enemies which they found! For now would there not have been a much greater slaughter among the Philistines?”

31Now they had Tdriven back the Philistines that day from Michmash to Aijalon. So the people were very faint.

32And the people rushed on the Tspoil, and took sheep, oxen, and calves, and slaughtered them on the ground; and the people ate them with the blood.

33Then they told Saul, saying, “Look, the people are sinning against the LORD by eating with the blood!” So he said, “You have dealt treacherously; roll a large stone to me this day.”

34Then Saul said, “Disperse yourselves among the people, and say to them, ‘Bring me here every man’s ox and every man’s sheep, slaughter them here, and eat; and do not sin against the LORD by eating with the blood.’” So every one of the people brought his ox with him that night, and slaughtered it there.

35Then Saul Rbuilt an altar to the LORD. This was the first altar that he built to the LORD.

36Now Saul said, “Let us go down after the Philistines by night, and plunder them until the morning light; and let us not leave a man of them.” And they said, “Do whatever seems good to you.” Then the priest said, “Let us draw near to God here.”

37So Saul Rasked counsel of God, “Shall I go down after the Philistines? Will You deliver them into the hand of Israel?” But He did not answer him that day.

38And Saul said, R“Come over here, all you chiefs of the people, and know and see what this sin was today.

39“For Ras the LORD lives, who saves Israel, though it be in Jonathan my son, he shall surely die.” But not a man among all the people answered him.

40Then he said to all Israel, “You be on one side, and my son Jonathan and I will be on the other side.” And the people said to Saul, “Do what seems good to you.”

41Therefore Saul said to the LORD God of Israel, R“Give a perfect lot.”* RSo Saul and Jonathan were taken, but the people escaped.

42And Saul said, “Cast lots between my son Jonathan and me.” So Jonathan was taken.

43Then Saul said to Jonathan, R“Tell me what you have done.” And Jonathan told him, and said, “I only tasted a little honey with the end of the rod that was in my hand. So now I must die!”

44Saul answered, “God do so and more also; for you shall surely die, Jonathan.”

45But the people said to Saul, “Shall Jonathan die, who has accomplished this great deliverance in Israel? Certainly not! RAs the LORD lives, not one hair of his head shall fall to the ground, for he has worked Rwith God this day.” So the people rescued Jonathan, and he did not die.

46Then Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, and the Philistines went to their own place.

47So Saul established his sovereignty over Israel, and fought against all his enemies on every side, against Moab, against the people of Ammon, against Edom, against the kings of Zobah, and against the Philistines. Wherever he turned, he harassed them.*

48And he gathered an army and attacked the Amalekites, and delivered Israel from the hands of those who plundered them.

49RThe sons of Saul were Jonathan, Jishui, * and Malchishua. And the names of his two daughters were these: the name of the firstborn Merab, and the name of the younger Michal.

50The name of Saul’s wife was Ahinoam the daughter of Ahimaaz. And the name of the commander of his army was Abner the son of Ner, Saul’s Runcle.

51Kish was the father of Saul, and Ner the father of Abner was the son of Abiel.

52Now there was fierce war with the Philistines all the days of Saul. And when Saul saw any strong man or any valiant man, Rhe took him for himself.




CHAPTER 15





Saul’s Incomplete Obedience

1Samuel also said to Saul, “The LORD sent me to anoint you king over His people, over Israel. Now therefore, heed the voice of the words of the LORD.

2“Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, Rhow he ambushed him on the way when he came up from Egypt.

3‘Now go and Rattack Amalek, and Rutterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare them. But kill both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’”

4So Saul gathered the people together and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred thousand foot soldiers and ten thousand men of Judah.

5And Saul came to a city of Amalek, and lay in wait in the valley.

6Then Saul said to Rthe Kenites, R“Go, depart, get down from among the Amalekites, lest I destroy you with them. For you showed kindness to all the children of Israel when they came up out of Egypt.” So the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites.

7RAnd Saul attacked the Amalekites, from RHavilah all the way to Shur, which is east of Egypt.

8He also took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword.

9But Saul and the people Rspared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good, and were unwilling to utterly destroy them. But everything despised and worthless, that they utterly destroyed.

God Rejects Saul as King

10Now the word of the LORD came to Samuel, saying, 

11R“I greatly regret that I have set up Saul as king, for he has turned back from following Me, and has not performed My commandments.” And it grieved Samuel, and he cried out to the LORD all night.

12So when Samuel rose early in the morning to meet Saul, it was told Samuel, saying, “Saul went to RCarmel, and indeed, he set up a monument for himself; and he has gone on around, passed by, and gone down to Gilgal.”

13Then Samuel went to Saul, and Saul said to him, R“Blessed are you of the LORD! I have performed the commandment of the LORD.”

14But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?”

15And Saul said, “They have brought them from the Amalekites; Rfor the people spared the best of the sheep and the oxen, to sacrifice to the LORD your God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed.”

16Then Samuel said to Saul, “Be quiet! And I will tell you what the LORD said to me last night.” And he said to him, “Speak on.”

17So Samuel said, R“When you were little in your own eyes, were you not head of the tribes of Israel? And did not the LORD anoint you king over Israel?

18“Now the LORD sent you on a mission, and said, ‘Go, and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until they are Tconsumed.’

19“Why then did you not obey the voice of the LORD? Why did you swoop down on the spoil, and do evil in the sight of the LORD?”

20And Saul said to Samuel, “But I have obeyed the voice of the LORD, and gone on the mission on which the LORD sent me, and brought back Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.

21“But the people took of the plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the LORD your God in Gilgal.”

22So Samuel said:

R“Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, 

As in obeying the voice of the LORD?

Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 

And to heed than the fat of rams.

23For rebellion is as the sin of Twitchcraft, 

And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.

Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, 

RHe also has rejected you from being king.”

24RThen Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of the LORD and your words, because I Rfeared the people and obeyed their voice.

25“Now therefore, please pardon my sin, and return with me, that I may worship the LORD.”

26But Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return with you, for you have rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD has rejected you from being king over Israel.”

27And as Samuel turned around to go away, RSaul seized the edge of his robe, and it tore.

28So Samuel said to him, R“The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today, and has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you.

29“And also the Strength of Israel Rwill not lie nor relent. For He is not a man, that He should relent.”

30Then he said, “I have sinned; yet honor me now, please, before the elders of my people and before Israel, and return with me, that I may worship the LORD your God.”

31So Samuel turned back after Saul, and Saul worshiped the LORD.

32Then Samuel said, “Bring Agag king of the Amalekites here to me.” So Agag came to him cautiously. And Agag said, “Surely the bitterness of death is past.”

33But Samuel said, R“As your sword has made women childless, so shall your mother be childless among women.” And Samuel hacked Agag in pieces before the LORD in Gilgal.

34Then Samuel went to Ramah, and Saul went up to his house at Gibeah of Saul.

35And Samuel went no more to see Saul until the day of his death. Nevertheless Samuel mourned for Saul, and the LORD regretted that He had made Saul king over Israel.




CHAPTER 16

God Anoints David as King

1Now the LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go; I am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite. For I have provided Myself a king among his sons.”

2And Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.” But the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, R‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’

3“Then invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; you shall anoint for Me the one I name to you.”

4So Samuel did what the LORD said, and went to Bethlehem. And the elders of the town Rtrembled at his coming, and said, R“Do you come peaceably?”

5And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. RSanctifyT yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons, and invited them to the sacrifice.

6So it was, when they came, that he looked at REliab and said, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is before Him!”

7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have Trefused him. For the LORD does not see as man sees;* for man Rlooks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

8So Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.”

9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.”

10Thus Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen these.”

11And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all the young men here?” Then he said, “There remains yet the youngest, and there he is, keeping the Rsheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him. For we will not sit down* till he comes here.”

12So he sent and brought him in. Now he was Rruddy, with bright eyes, and goodlooking. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him; for this is the one!”

13Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and Rthe Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel arose and went to Ramah.

God Takes His Spirit from Saul

14RBut the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and Ra distressing spirit from the LORD troubled him.

15And Saul’s servants said to him, “Surely, a distressing spirit from God is troubling you.

16“Let our master now command your servants, who are before you, to seek out a man who is a skillful player on the harp. And it shall be that he will play it with his hand when the Tdistressing spirit from God is upon you, and you shall be well.”

17So Saul said to his servants, T“Provide me now a man who can play well, and bring him to me.”

18Then one of the servants answered and said, “Look, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, who is skillful in playing, a mighty man of valor, a man of war, prudent in speech, and a handsome person; and Rthe LORD is with him.”

19Therefore Saul sent messengers to Jesse, and said, “Send me your son David, who is with the sheep.”

20And Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread, a skin of wine, and a young goat, and sent them by his son David to Saul.

21So David came to Saul and Rstood before him. And he loved him greatly, and he became his armorbearer.

22Then Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Please let David stand before me, for he has found favor in my sight.”

23And so it was, whenever the spirit from God was upon Saul, that David would take a harp and play it with his hand. Then Saul would become refreshed and well, and the distressing spirit would depart from him.




CHAPTER 17

David Defeats Goliath

1Now the Philistines gathered their armies together to battle, and were gathered at RSochoh, which belongs to Judah; they encamped between Sochoh and Azekah, in Ephes Dammim.

2And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered together, and they encamped in the Valley of Elah, and drew up in battle array against the Philistines.

3The Philistines stood on a mountain on one side, and Israel stood on a mountain on the other side, with a valley between them.

4And a champion went out from the camp of the Philistines, named RGoliath, from RGath, whose height was six cubits and a span.

5He had a bronze helmet on his head, and he was Tarmed with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of bronze.

6And he had bronze armor on his legs and a bronze javelin between his shoulders.

7Now the staff of his spear was like a weaver’s beam, and his iron spearhead weighed six hundred shekels; and a shield-bearer went before him.

8Then he stood and cried out to the armies of Israel, and said to them, “Why have you come out to line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and you the Rservants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to me.

9“If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants. But if I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall be our servants and serve us.”

10And the Philistine said, “I defy the armies of Israel this day; give me a man, that we may fight together.”

11When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid.

12Now David was Rthe son of that REphrathite of Bethlehem Judah, whose name was Jesse, and who had eight sons. And the man was old, advanced in years, in the days of Saul.

13The three oldest sons of Jesse had gone to follow Saul to the battle. The Rnames of his three sons who went to the battle were Eliab the firstborn, next to him Abinadab, and the third Shammah.

14David was the youngest. And the three oldest followed Saul.

15But David occasionally went and returned from Saul Rto feed his father’s sheep at Bethlehem.

16And the Philistine drew near and presented himself forty days, morning and evening.

17Then Jesse said to his son David, “Take now for your brothers an ephah of this dried grain and these ten loaves, and run to your brothers at the camp.

18“And carry these ten cheeses to the captain of their thousand, and see how your brothers fare, and bring back news of them.”

19Now Saul and they and all the men of Israel were in the Valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines.

20So David rose early in the morning, left the sheep with a keeper, and took the things and went as Jesse had commanded him. And he came to the camp as the army was going out to the fight and shouting for the battle.

21For Israel and the Philistines had drawn up in battle array, army against army.

22And David left his supplies in the hand of the supply keeper, ran to the army, and came and greeted his brothers.

23Then as he talked with them, there was the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, coming up from the armies of the Philistines; and he spoke according to the same words. So David heard them.

24And all the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him and were dreadfully afraid.

25So the men of Israel said, “Have you seen this man who has come up? Surely he has come up to defy Israel; and it shall be that the man who kills him the king will enrich with great riches, Rwill give him his daughter, and give his father’s house exemption from taxes in Israel.”

26Then David spoke to the men who stood by him, saying, “What shall be done for the man who kills this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?”

27And the people answered him in this manner, saying, R“So shall it be done for the man who kills him.”

28Now Eliab his oldest brother heard when he spoke to the men; and Eliab’s Ranger was aroused against David, and he said, “Why did you come down here? And with whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know your pride and the insolence of your heart, for you have come down to see the battle.”

29And David said, “What have I done now? RIs there not a cause?”

30Then he turned from him toward another and said the same thing; and these people answered him as the first ones did.

31Now when the words which David spoke were heard, they reported them to Saul; and he sent for him.

32Then David said to Saul, “Let no man’s heart fail because of him; your servant will go and fight with this Philistine.”

33And Saul said to David, R“You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are a youth, and he a man of war from his youth.”

34But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep his father’s sheep, and when a Rlion or a bear came and took a lamb out of the flock, 

35“I went out after it and struck it, and delivered the lamb from its mouth; and when it arose against me, I caught it by its beard, and struck and killed it.

36“Your servant has killed both lion and bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, seeing he has defied the armies of the living God.”

37Moreover David said, R“The LORD, who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, R“Go, and the LORD be with you!”

38So Saul clothed David with his armor, and he put a bronze helmet on his head; he also clothed him with a coat of mail.

39David fastened his sword to his armor and tried to walk, for he had not tested them. And David said to Saul, “I cannot walk with these, for I have not tested them.” So David took them off.

40Then he took his staff in his hand; and he chose for himself five smooth stones from the brook, and put them in a shepherd’s bag, in a pouch which he had, and his sling was in his hand. And he drew near to the Philistine.

41So the Philistine came, and began drawing near to David, and the man who bore the shield went before him.

42And when the Philistine looked about and saw David, he disdained him; for he was only a youth, ruddy and good-looking.

43So the Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods.

44And the Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!”

45Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.

46“This day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you and take your head from you. And this day I will give Rthe carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.

47“Then all this assembly shall know that the LORD Rdoes not save with sword and spear; for the battle is the LORD’s, and He will give you into our hands.”

48So it was, when the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David, that David hurried and Rran toward the army to meet the Philistine.

49Then David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone; and he slung it and struck the Philistine in his forehead, so that the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his face to the earth.

50So David prevailed over the Philistine with a Rsling and a stone, and struck the Philistine and killed him. But there was no sword in the hand of David.

51Therefore David ran and stood over the Philistine, took his sword and drew it out of its sheath and killed him, and cut off his head with it. And when the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they fled.

52Now the men of Israel and Judah arose and shouted, and pursued the Philistines as far as the entrance of the valley* and to the gates of Ekron. And the wounded of the Philistines fell along the road to RShaaraim, even as far as Gath and Ekron.

53Then the children of Israel returned from chasing the Philistines, and they plundered their tents.

54And David took the head of the Philistine and brought it to Jerusalem, but he put his armor in his tent.

55When Saul saw David going out against the Philistine, he said to RAbner, the commander of the army, “Abner, whose son is this youth?” And Abner said, “As your soul lives, O king, I do not know.”

56So the king said, “Inquire whose son this young man is.”

57Then, as David returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, Abner took him and brought him before Saul Rwith the head of the Philistine in his hand.

58And Saul said to him, “Whose son are you, young man?” So David answered, R“I am the son of your servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.”




CHAPTER 18

Jonathan Loves David

1Now when he had finished speaking to Saul, Rthe soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, Rand Jonathan loved him as his own soul.

2Saul took him that day, Rand would not let him go home to his father’s house anymore.

3Then Jonathan and David made a Rcovenant, because he loved him as his own soul.

4And Jonathan took off the robe that was on him and gave it to David, with his armor, even to his sword and his bow and his belt.

Israel Elevates David over Saul

5So David went out wherever Saul sent him, and Tbehaved wisely. And Saul set him over the men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of all the people and also in the sight of Saul’s servants.

6Now it had happened as they were coming home, when David was returning from the slaughter of the TPhilistine, that Rthe women had come out of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with tambourines, with joy, and with musical instruments.

7So the women Rsang as they danced, and said:

“Saul has slain his thousands, 

And David his ten thousands.”

8Then Saul was very angry, and the saying displeased him; and he said, “They have ascribed to David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed only thousands. Now what more can he have but the kingdom?”

9So Saul Teyed David from that day forward.

The Attempts of Saul to Slay David: By Throwing a Spear at David

10And it happened on the next day that Rthe distressing spirit from God came upon Saul, Rand he prophesied inside the house. So David Rplayed music with his hand, as at other times; but there was a spear in Saul’s hand.

11And Saul Rcast the spear, for he said, “I will pin David to the wall!” But David escaped his presence twice.

12Now Saul was Rafraid of David, because Rthe LORD was with him, but had departed from Saul.

13Therefore Saul removed him from This presence, and made him his captain over a thousand; and Rhe went out and came in before the people.

14And David behaved wisely in all his ways, and the LORD was with him.

15Therefore, when Saul saw that he behaved very wisely, he was afraid of him.

16But Rall Israel and Judah loved David, because he went out and came in before them.

By Tricking David to Fight the Philistines

17Then Saul said to David, “Here is my older daughter Merab; I will give her to you as a wife. Only be valiant for me, and fight the LORD’s battles.” For Saul thought, “Let my hand not be against him, but let the hand of the Philistines be against him.”

18So David said to Saul, “Who am I, and what is my life or my father’s family in Israel, that I should be son-in-law to the king?”

19But it happened at the time when Merab, Saul’s daughter, should have been given to David, that she was given to RAdriel the Meholathite as a wife.

20RNow Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved David. And they told Saul, and the thing pleased him.

21So Saul said, “I will give her to him, that she may be a snare to him, and that the hand of the Philistines may be against him.” Therefore Saul said to David a second time, “You shall be my son-in-law today.”

22And Saul commanded his servants, “Communicate with David secretly, and say, ‘Look, the king has delight in you, and all his servants love you. Now therefore, become the king’s son-in-law.’”

23So Saul’s servants spoke those words in the hearing of David. And David said, “Does it seem to you a light thing to be a king’s son-in-law, seeing I am a poor and lightly esteemed man?”

24And the servants of Saul told him, saying, “In this manner David spoke.”

25Then Saul said, “Thus you shall say to David: ‘The king does not desire any dowry but one hundred foreskins of the Philistines, to take Rvengeance on the king’s enemies.’” But Saul thought to make David fall by the hand of the Philistines.

26So when his servants told David these words, it pleased David well to become the king’s son-in-law. Now Rthe days had not expired;

27therefore David arose and went, he and Rhis men, and killed two hundred men of the Philistines. And RDavid brought their foreskins, and they gave them in full count to the king, that he might become the king’s son-in-law. Then Saul gave him Michal his daughter as a wife.

28Thus Saul saw and knew that the LORD was with David, and that Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved him;

29and Saul was still more afraid of David. So Saul became David’s enemy continually.

30Then the princes of the Philistines Rwent out to war. And so it was, whenever they went out, that David behaved more wisely than all the servants of Saul, so that his name became highly esteemed.




CHAPTER 19

By Commanding His Servants to Kill David

1Now Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to all his servants, that they should kill RDavid; but Jonathan, Saul’s son, Rdelighted greatly in David.

2So Jonathan told David, saying, “My father Saul seeks to kill you. Therefore please be on your guard until morning, and stay in a secret place and hide.

3“And I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where you are, and I will speak with my father about you. Then what I observe, I will tell Ryou.”

4Thus Jonathan Rspoke well of David to Saul his father, and said to him, “Let not the king Rsin against his servant, against David, because he has not sinned against you, and because his works have been very good toward you.

5“For he took his Rlife in his hands and Rkilled the Philistine, and the LORD brought about a great deliverance for all Israel. You saw it and rejoiced. Why then will you sin against innocent blood, to kill David without a cause?”

6So Saul heeded the voice of Jonathan, and Saul swore, “As the LORD lives, he shall not be killed.”

7Then Jonathan called David, and Jonathan told him all these things. So Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he was in his presence Ras in times past.

By Throwing a Spear at David Again

8And there was war again; and David went out and fought with the Philistines, Rand struck them with a mighty blow, and they fled from him.

9Now Rthe distressing spirit from the LORD came upon Saul as he sat in his house with his spear in his hand. And David was playing music with his hand.

10Then Saul sought to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he slipped away from Saul’s presence; and he drove the spear into the wall. So David fled and escaped that night.

By Sending His Messengers to Kill David

11RSaul also sent messengers to David’s house to watch him and to kill him in the morning. And Michal, David’s wife, told him, saying, “If you do not save your life tonight, tomorrow you will be killed.”

12So Michal let David down through a window. And he went and fled and escaped.

13And Michal took an image and laid it in the bed, put a cover of goats’ hair for his head, and covered it with clothes.

14So when Saul sent messengers to take David, she said, “He is sick.”

15Then Saul sent the messengers back to see David, saying, “Bring him up to me in the bed, that I may kill him.”

16And when the messengers had come in, there was the image in the bed, with a cover of goats’ hair for his head.

17Then Saul said to Michal, “Why have you deceived me like this, and sent my enemy away, so that he has escaped?” And Michal answered Saul, “He said to me, ‘Let me go! Why should I kill you?’”

By Coming to Kill David at Samuel’s House

18So David fled and escaped, and went to RSamuel at Ramah, and told him all that Saul had done to him. And he and Samuel went and stayed in Naioth.

19Now it was told Saul, saying, “Take note, David is at Naioth in Ramah!”

20Then RSaul sent messengers to take David. And when they saw the group of prophets prophesying, and Samuel standing as leader over them, the Spirit of God came upon the messengers of Saul, and they also Rprophesied.

21And when Saul was told, he sent other messengers, and they prophesied likewise. Then Saul sent messengers again the third time, and they prophesied also.

22Then he also went to Ramah, and came to the great well that is at Sechu. So he asked, and said, “Where are Samuel and David?” And someone said, “Indeed they are at Naioth in Ramah.”

23So he went there to Naioth in Ramah. Then Rthe Spirit of God was upon him also, and he went on and prophesied until he came to Naioth in Ramah.

24RAnd he also stripped off his clothes and prophesied before Samuel in like manner, and lay down Rnaked all that day and all that night. Therefore they say, “Is Saul also among the prophets?”*




CHAPTER 20

By Commanding Jonathan to Bring David to Be Killed

1Then David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and went and said to Jonathan, “What have I done? What is my iniquity, and what is my sin before your father, that he seeks my life?”

2So Jonathan said to him, “By no means! You shall not die! Indeed, my father will do nothing either great or small without first telling me. And why should my father hide this thing from me? It is not so!”

3Then David took an oath again, and said, “Your father certainly knows that I have found favor in your eyes, and he has said, ‘Do not let Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved.’ But Rtruly, as the LORD lives and as your soul lives, there is but a step between me and death.”

4So Jonathan said to David, “Whatever you yourself desire, I will do it for you.”

5And David said to Jonathan, “Indeed tomorrow is the RNew Moon, and I should not fail to sit with the king to eat. But let me go, that I may hide in the field until the third day at evening.

6“If your father misses me at all, then say, ‘David earnestly asked permission of me that he might run over Rto Bethlehem, his city, for there is a yearly sacrifice there for all the family.’

7R“If he says thus: ‘It is well, ’ your servant will be safe. But if he is very angry, be sure that evil is determined by him.

8“Therefore you shall Rdeal kindly with your servant, for you have brought your servant into a covenant of the LORD with you. Nevertheless, Rif there is iniquity in me, kill me yourself, for why should you bring me to your father?”

9But Jonathan said, “Far be it from you! For if I knew certainly that evil was determined by my father to come upon you, then would I not tell you?”

10Then David said to Jonathan, “Who will tell me, or what if your father answers you roughly?”

11And Jonathan said to David, “Come, let us go out into the field.” So both of them went out into the field.

12Then Jonathan said to David: “The LORD God of Israel is witness! When I have Tsounded out my father sometime tomorrow, or the third day, and indeed there is good toward David, and I do not send to you and tell you, 

13“may Rthe LORD do so and much more to Jonathan. But if it pleases my father to do you evil, then I will report it to you and send you away, that you may go in safety. And Rthe LORD be with you as He has Rbeen with my father.

14“And you shall not only show me the kindness of the LORD while I still live, that I may not die;

15“but you shall not cut off your kindness from my Thouse forever, no, not when the LORD has cut off every one of the enemies of David from the face of the earth.”

16So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, “Let the LORD require it at the hand of David’s enemies.”

17Now Jonathan again caused David to vow, because he loved him; Rfor he loved him as he loved his own soul.

18Then Jonathan said to David, “Tomorrow is the New Moon; and you will be missed, because your seat will be empty.

19“And when you have stayed three days, go down quickly and come to Rthe place where you hid on the day of the deed; and remain by the stone Ezel.

20“Then I will shoot three arrows to the side, as though I shot at a target;

21“and there I will send a lad, saying, ‘Go, find the arrows.’ If I expressly say to the lad, ‘Look, the arrows are on this side of you; get them and come’—then, as the LORD lives, there is safety for you and no harm.

22“But if I say thus to the young man, ‘Look, the arrows are beyond you’—go your way, for the LORD has sent you away.

23“And as for Rthe matter which you and I have spoken of, indeed the LORD be between you and me forever.”

24Then David hid in the field. And when the New Moon had come, the king sat down to eat the feast.

25Now the king sat on his seat, as at other times, on a seat by the wall. And Jonathan arose, * and Abner sat by Saul’s side, but David’s place was empty.

26Nevertheless Saul did not say anything that day, for he thought, “Something has happened to him; he is unclean, surely he is Runclean.”

27And it happened the next day, the second day of the month, that David’s place was empty. And Saul said to Jonathan his son, “Why has the son of Jesse not come to eat, either yesterday or today?”

28So Jonathan Ranswered Saul, “David earnestly asked permission of me to go to Bethlehem.

29“And he said, ‘Please let me go, for our family has a sacrifice in the city, and my brother has commanded me to be there. And now, if I have found favor in your eyes, please let me get away and see my brothers.’ Therefore he has not come to the king’s table.”

30Then Saul’s anger was aroused against Jonathan, and he said to him, “You son of a perverse, rebellious woman! Do I not know that you have chosen the son of Jesse to your own shame and to the shame of your mother’s nakedness?

31“For as long as the son of Jesse lives on the earth, you shall not be established, nor your kingdom. Now therefore, send and bring him to me, for he shall surely die.”

32And Jonathan answered Saul his father, and said to him, R“Why should he be killed? What has he done?”

33Then Saul cast a spear at him to kill him, by which Jonathan knew that it was determined by his father to kill David.

34So Jonathan arose from the table in fierce anger, and ate no food the second day of the month, for he was grieved for David, because his father had treated him shamefully.

35And so it was, in the morning, that Jonathan went out into the field at the time appointed with David, and a little lad was with him.

36Then he said to his lad, “Now run, find the arrows which I shoot.” As the lad ran, he shot an arrow beyond him.

37When the lad had come to the place where the arrow was which Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried out after the lad and said, “Is not the arrow beyond you?”

38And Jonathan cried out after the lad, “Make haste, hurry, do not delay!” So Jonathan’s lad gathered up the arrows and came back to his master.

39But the lad did not know anything. Only Jonathan and David knew of the matter.

40Then Jonathan gave his Tweapons to his lad, and said to him, “Go, carry them to the city.”

41As soon as the lad had gone, David arose from a place toward the south, fell on his face to the ground, and bowed down three times. And they kissed one another; and they wept together, but David more so.

42Then Jonathan said to David, R“Go in peace, since we have both sworn in the name of the LORD, saying, ‘May the LORD be between you and me, and between your descendants and my descendants, forever.’” So he arose and departed, and Jonathan went into the city.




CHAPTER 21

David Is Protected by the Priest

1Now David came to Nob, to Ahimelech the priest. And Ahimelech was afraid when he met David, and said to him, “Why are you alone, and no one is with you?”

2So David said to Ahimelech the priest, “The king has ordered me on some business, and said to me, ‘Do not let anyone know anything about the business on which I send you, or what I have commanded you.’ And I have directed my young men to such and such a place.

3“Now therefore, what have you on hand? Give me five loaves of bread in my hand, or whatever can be found.”

4And the priest answered David and said, “There is no common bread on hand; but there is holy bread, if the young men have at least kept themselves from women.”

5Then David answered the priest, and said to him, “Truly, women have been kept from us about three days since I came out. And the Rvessels of the young men are holy, and the bread is in effect common, even though it was consecrated Rin the vessel this day.”

6So the priest Rgave him holy bread; for there was no bread there but the showbread which had been taken from before the LORD, in order to put hot bread in its place on the day when it was taken away.

7Now a certain man of the servants of Saul was there that day, detained before the LORD. And his name was RDoeg, an Edomite, the chief of the herdsmen who belonged to Saul.

8And David said to Ahimelech, “Is there not here on hand a spear or a sword? For I have brought neither my sword nor my weapons with me, because the king’s business required haste.”

9So the priest said, “The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom you killed in Rthe Valley of Elah, Rthere it is, wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod. If you will take that, take it. For there is no other except that one here.” And David said, “There is none like it; give it to me.”

David Pretends to be Mad

10Then David arose and fled that day from before Saul, and went to Achish the king of Gath.

11And Rthe servants of Achish said to him, “Is this not David the king of the land? Did they not sing of him to one another in dances, saying:

‘Saul has slain his thousands, 

And David his ten thousands’?”*

12Now David Rtook these words Tto heart, and was very much afraid of Achish the king of Gath.

13So Rhe changed his behavior before them, pretended madness in their hands, scratched on the doors of the gate, and let his saliva fall down on his beard.

14Then Achish said to his servants, “Look, you see the man is insane. Why have you brought him to me?

15“Have I need of madmen, that you have brought this fellow to play the madman in my presence? Shall this fellow come into my house?”




CHAPTER 22

David Flees to Adullam—1 Chr. 12:16–18

1David therefore departed from there and escaped to the cave of Adullam. So when his brothers and all his father’s house heard it, they went down there to him.

2And everyone who was in distress, everyone who was in debt, and everyone who was discontented gathered to him. So he became captain over them. And there were about four hundred men with him.

3Then David went from there to Mizpah of RMoab; and he said to the king of Moab, “Please let my father and mother come here with you, till I know what God will do for me.”

4So he brought them before the king of Moab, and they dwelt with him all the time that David was in the stronghold.

5Now the prophet Gad said to David, “Do not stay in the stronghold; depart, and go to the land of Judah.” So David departed and went into the forest of Hereth.

Saul Slays the Priests of God

6When Saul heard that David and the men who were with him had been discovered—now Saul was staying in RGibeah under a tamarisk tree in Ramah, with his spear in his hand, and all his servants standing about him—

7then Saul said to his servants who stood about him, “Hear now, you Benjamites! Will the son of Jesse Rgive every one of you fields and vineyards, and make you all captains of thousands and captains of hundreds?

8“All of you have conspired against me, and there is no one who reveals to me that Rmy son has made a covenant with the son of Jesse; and there is not one of you who is sorry for me or reveals to me that my son has stirred up my servant against me, to lie in wait, as it is this day.”

9Then answered Doeg the Edomite, who was set over the servants of Saul, and said, “I saw the son of Jesse going to Nob, to RAhimelech the son of Ahitub.

10R“And he inquired of the LORD for him, gave him provisions, and gave him the sword of Goliath the Philistine.”

11So the king sent to call Ahimelech the priest, the son of Ahitub, and all his father’s house, the priests who were in Nob. And they all came to the king.

12And Saul said, “Hear now, son of Ahitub!” He answered, “Here I am, my lord.”

13Then Saul said to him, “Why have you conspired against me, you and the son of Jesse, in that you have given him bread and a sword, and have inquired of God for him, that he should rise against me, to lie in wait, as it is this day?”

14So Ahimelech answered the king and said, “And who among all your servants is as Rfaithful as David, who is the king’s son-in-law, who goes at your bidding, and is honorable in your house?

15“Did I then begin to inquire of God for him? Far be it from me! Let not the king impute anything to his servant, or to any in the house of my father. For your servant knew nothing of all this, little or much.”

16And the king said, “You shall surely die, Ahimelech, you and all your father’s house!”

17Then the king said to the guards who stood about him, “Turn and kill the priests of the LORD, because their hand also is with David, and because they knew when he fled and did not tell it to me.” But the servants of the king Rwould not lift their hands to strike the priests of the LORD.

18And the king said to Doeg, “You turn and kill the priests!” So Doeg the Edomite turned and Tstruck the priests, and Rkilled on that day eighty-five men who wore a linen ephod.

19RAlso Nob, the city of the priests, he struck with the edge of the sword, both men and women, children and nursing infants, oxen and donkeys and sheep—with the edge of the sword.

20RNow one of the sons of Ahimelech the son of Ahitub, named Abiathar, escaped and fled after David.

21And Abiathar told David that Saul had killed the LORD’s priests.

22So David said to Abiathar, “I knew that day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, that he would surely tell Saul. I have caused the death of all the persons of your father’s Thouse.

23“Stay with me; do not fear. RFor he who seeks my life seeks your life, but with me you shall be safe.”




CHAPTER 23

David Smites the Philistines

1Then they told David, saying, “Look, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah, and they are robbing the threshing floors.”

2Therefore David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go and attack these Philistines?” And the LORD said to David, “Go and attack the Philistines, and save Keilah.”

3But David’s men said to him, “Look, we are afraid here in Judah. How much more then if we go to Keilah against the armies of the Philistines?”

4Then David inquired of the LORD once again. And the LORD answered him and said, “Arise, go down to Keilah. For I will deliver the Philistines into your hand.”

5And David and his men went to Keilah and Rfought with the Philistines, struck them with a mighty blow, and took away their livestock. So David saved the inhabitants of Keilah.

6Now it happened, when Abiathar the son of Ahimelech Rfled to David at Keilah, that he went down with an ephod in his hand.

7And Saul was told that David had gone to Keilah. So Saul said, “God has delivered him into my hand, for he has shut himself in by entering a town that has gates and bars.”

8Then Saul called all the people together for war, to go down to Keilah to besiege David and his men.

9When David knew that Saul plotted evil against him, Rhe said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring the ephod here.”

10Then David said, “O LORD God of Israel, Your servant has certainly heard that Saul seeks to come to Keilah Rto destroy the city for my sake.

11“Will the men of Keilah deliver me into his hand? Will Saul come down, as Your servant has heard? O LORD God of Israel, I pray, tell Your servant.” And the LORD said, “He will come down.”

12Then David said, “Will the men of Keilah Tdeliver me and my men into the hand of Saul?” And the LORD said, “They will deliver you.”

Saul Chases David

13So David and his men, about six hundred, arose and departed from Keilah and went wherever they could go. Then it was told Saul that David had escaped from Keilah; so he halted the expedition.

14And David stayed in strongholds in the wilderness, and remained in Rthe mountains in the Wilderness of RZiph. Saul Rsought him every day, but God did not deliver him into his hand.

15So David saw that Saul had come out to seek his life. And David was in the Wilderness of Ziph in a forest.*

16Then Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to David in the woods and Tstrengthened his hand in God.

17And he said to him, R“Do not fear, for the hand of Saul my father shall not find you. You shall be king over Israel, and I shall be next to you. REven my father Saul knows that.”

18So the two of them Rmade a covenant before the LORD. And David stayed in the woods, and Jonathan went to his own house.

19Then the Ziphites Rcame up to Saul at Gibeah, saying, “Is David not hiding with us in strongholds in the woods, in the hill of Hachilah, which is on the south of Jeshimon?

20“Now therefore, O king, come down according to all the desire of your soul to come down; and Rour part shall be to deliver him into the king’s hand.”

21And Saul said, “Blessed are you of the LORD, for you have compassion on me.

22“Please go and find out for sure, and see the place where his hideout is, and who has seen him there. For I am told he is very crafty.

23“See therefore, and take knowledge of all the lurking places where he hides; and come back to me with certainty, and I will go with you. And it shall be, if he is in the land, that I will search for him throughout all the clans* of Judah.”

24So they arose and went to Ziph before Saul. But David and his men were in the Wilderness Rof Maon, in the plain on the south of Jeshimon.

25When Saul and his men went to seek him, they told David. Therefore he went down to the rock, and stayed in the Wilderness of Maon. And when Saul heard that, he pursued David in the Wilderness of Maon.

26Then Saul went on one side of the mountain, and David and his men on the other side of the mountain. RSo David made haste to get away from Saul, for Saul and his men Rwere encircling David and his men to take them.

27RBut a messenger came to Saul, saying, “Hurry and come, for the Philistines have invaded the land!”

28Therefore Saul returned from pursuing David, and went against the Philistines; so they called that place the Rock of Escape.*

29Then David went up from there and dwelt in strongholds at En Gedi.




CHAPTER 24

David Spares Saul’s Life

1Now it happened, when Saul had returned from following the Philistines, that it was told him, saying, “Take note! David is in the Wilderness of En Gedi.”

2Then Saul took three thousand chosen men from all Israel, and went to seek David and his men on the Rocks of the Wild Goats.

3So he came to the sheepfolds by the road, where there was a cave; and RSaul went in to attend to his needs. (RDavid and his men were staying in the recesses of the cave.)

4Then the men of David said to him, “This is the day of which the LORD said to you, ‘Behold, I will deliver your enemy into your hand, that you may do to him as it seems good to you.’” And David arose and secretly cut off a corner of Saul’s robe.

5Now it happened afterward that RDavid’s heart troubled him because he had cut Saul’s robe.

6And he said to his men, R“The LORD forbid that I should do this thing to my master, the LORD’s anointed, to stretch out my hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the LORD.”

7So David Rrestrained his servants with these words, and did not allow them to rise against Saul. And Saul got up from the cave and went on his way.

8David also arose afterward, went out of the cave, and called out to Saul, saying, “My lord the king!” And when Saul looked behind him, David stooped with his face to the earth, and bowed down.

9And David said to Saul: R“Why do you listen to the words of men who say, ‘Indeed David seeks your harm’?

10“Look, this day your eyes have seen that the LORD delivered you today into my hand in the cave, and someone urged me to kill you. But my eye spared you, and I said, ‘I will not stretch out my hand against my lord, for he is the LORD’s anointed.’

11“Moreover, my father, see! Yes, see the corner of your robe in my hand! For in that I cut off the corner of your robe, and did not kill you, know and see that there is Rneither evil nor rebellion in my hand, and I have not sinned against you. Yet you Rhunt my life to take it.

12“Let the LORD judge between you and me, and let the LORD avenge me on you. But my hand shall not be against you.

13“As the proverb of the ancients says, ‘Wickedness proceeds from the wicked.’ But my hand shall not be against you.

14“After whom has the king of Israel come out? Whom do you pursue? RA dead dog? RA flea?

15R“Therefore let the LORD be judge, and judge between you and me, and see and Rplead my case, and deliver me out of your hand.”

16So it was, when David had finished speaking these words to Saul, that Saul said, “Is this your voice, my son David?” And Saul lifted up his voice and wept.

17RThen he said to David: “You are Rmore righteous than I; for Ryou have rewarded me with good, whereas I have rewarded you with evil.

18“And you have shown this day how you have dealt well with me; for when Rthe LORD delivered me into your hand, you did not kill me.

19“For if a man finds his enemy, will he let him get away safely? Therefore may the LORD reward you with good for what you have done to me this day.

20“And now I know indeed that you shall surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be established in your hand

21“Therefore swear now to me by the LORD that you will not cut off my descendants after me, and that you will not destroy my name from my father’s house.”

22So David swore to Saul. And Saul went home, but David and his men went up to Rthe stronghold.




CHAPTER 25

Samuel the Judge Dies

1Then RSamuel died; and the Israelites gathered together and Rlamented for him, and buried him at his home in Ramah. And David arose and went down to the Wilderness of Paran.*

David Marries Abigail

2Now there was a man Rin Maon whose business was in RCarmel, and the man was very rich. He had three thousand sheep and a thousand goats. And he was shearing his sheep in Carmel.

3The name of the man was Nabal, and the name of his wife Abigail. And she was a woman of good understanding and beautiful appearance; but the man was harsh and evil in his doings. He was of the house of Caleb.

4When David heard in the wilderness that Nabal was shearing his sheep, 

5David sent ten young men; and David said to the young men, “Go up to Carmel, go to Nabal, and greet him in my name.

6“And thus you shall say to him who lives in prosperity: ‘Peace be to you, peace to your house, and peace to all that you have!

7‘Now I have heard that you have shearers. Your shepherds were with us, and we did not hurt them, Rnor was there anything missing from them all the while they were in Carmel.

8‘Ask your young men, and they will tell you. Therefore let my young men find favor in your eyes, for we come on a feast day. Please give whatever comes to your hand to your servants and to your son David.’”

9So when David’s young men came, they spoke to Nabal according to all these words in the name of David, and waited.

10Then Nabal answered David’s servants, and said, “Who is David, and who is the son of Jesse? There are many servants nowadays who break away each one from his master.

11R“Shall I then take my bread and my water and my meat that I have killed for my shearers, and give it to men when I do not know where they are from?”

12So David’s young men turned on their heels and went back; and they came and told him all these words.

13Then David said to his men, “Every man gird on his sword.” So every man girded on his sword, and David also girded on his sword. And about four hundred men went with David, and two hundred Rstayed with the supplies.

14Now one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal’s wife, saying, “Look, David sent messengers from the wilderness to greet our master; and he reviled them.

15“But the men were very good to us, and Rwe were not hurt, nor did we miss anything as long as we accompanied them, when we were in the fields.

16“They were Ra wall to us both by night and day, all the time we were with them keeping the sheep.

17“Now therefore, know and consider what you will do, for Rharm is determined against our master and against all his household. For he is such a Rscoundrel* that one cannot speak to him.”

18Then Abigail made haste and Rtook two hundred loaves of bread, two skins of wine, five sheep already dressed, five seahs of roasted grain, one hundred clusters of raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and loaded them on donkeys.

19And she said to her servants, “Go on before me; see, I am coming after you.” But she did not tell her husband Nabal.

20So it was, as she rode on the donkey, that she went down under cover of the hill; and there were David and his men, coming down toward her, and she met them.

21Now David had said, “Surely in vain I have protected all that this fellow has in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all that belongs to him. And he has Rrepaid me evil for good.

22“May God do so, and more also, to the enemies of David, if I leave one male of all who belong to him by morning light.”

23Now when Abigail saw David, she Rdismounted quickly from the donkey, fell on her face before David, and bowed down to the ground.

24So she fell at his feet and said: “On me, my lord, on me let this iniquity be! And please let your maidservant Tspeak in your ears, and hear the words of your maidservant.

25“Please, let not my lord regard this scoundrel Nabal. For as his name is, so is he: Nabal* is his name, and folly is with him! But I, your maidservant, did not see the young men of my lord whom you sent.

26“Now therefore, my lord, Ras the LORD lives and as your soul lives, since the LORD has Rheld you back from coming to bloodshed and from Ravenging yourself with your own hand, now then, let your enemies and those who seek harm for my lord be as Nabal.

27“And now this present which your maidservant has brought to my lord, let it be given to the young men who follow my lord.

28“Please forgive the trespass of your maidservant. For Rthe LORD will certainly make for my lord an enduring house, because my lord Rfights the battles of the LORD, and evil is not found in you throughout your days.

29“Yet a man has risen to pursue you and seek your life, but the life of my lord shall be Rbound in the bundle of the living with the LORD your God; and the lives of your enemies He shall Rsling out, as from the pocket of a sling.

30“And it shall come to pass, when the LORD has done for my lord according to all the good that He has spoken concerning you, and has appointed you Rruler over Israel, 

31“that this will be no grief to you, nor offense of heart to my lord, either that you have shed blood without cause, or that my lord has avenged himself. But when the LORD has dealt well with my lord, then remember your maidservant.”

32Then David said to Abigail: R“Blessed is the LORD God of Israel, who sent you this day to meet me!

33“And blessed is your advice and blessed are you, because you have Rkept me this day from coming to bloodshed and from avenging myself with my own hand.

34“For indeed, as the LORD God of Israel lives, who has Rkept me back from hurting you, unless you had hurried and come to meet me, surely by morning light no males would have been left to Nabal!”

35So David received from her hand what she had brought him, and said to her, R“Go up in peace to your house. See, I have heeded your voice and Rrespected your person.”

36Now Abigail went to Nabal, and there he was, Rholding a feast in his house, like the feast of a king. And Nabal’s heart was merry within him, for he was very drunk; therefore she told him nothing, little or much, until morning light.

37So it was, in the morning, when the wine had gone from Nabal, and his wife had told him these things, that his heart died within him, and he became like a stone.

38Then it happened, after about ten days, that the LORD struck Nabal, and he died.

39So when David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, R“Blessed be the LORD, who has Rpleaded the cause of my reproach from the hand of Nabal, and has kept His servant from evil! For the LORD has returned the wickedness of Nabal on his own head.” And David sent and proposed to Abigail, to take her as his wife.

40When the servants of David had come to Abigail at Carmel, they spoke to her saying, “David sent us to you, to ask you to become his wife.”

41Then she arose, bowed her face to the earth, and said, “Here is your maidservant, a servant to Rwash the feet of the servants of my lord.”

42So Abigail rose in haste and rode on a donkey, attended by five of her maidens; and she followed the messengers of David, and became his wife.

43David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel, and so both of them were his wives.

44But Saul had given RMichal his daughter, David’s wife, to Palti* the son of Laish, who was from RGallim.




CHAPTER 26

David Saves Saul’s Life Again

1Now the Ziphites came to Saul at Gibeah, saying, “Is David not hiding in the hill of Hachilah, opposite Jeshimon?”

2Then Saul arose and went down to the Wilderness of Ziph, having Rthree thousand chosen men of Israel with him, to seek David in the Wilderness of Ziph.

3And Saul encamped in the hill of Hachilah, which is opposite Jeshimon, by the road. But David stayed in the wilderness, and he saw that Saul came after him into the wilderness.

4David therefore sent out spies, and understood that Saul had indeed come.

5So David arose and came to the place where Saul had encamped. And David saw the place where Saul lay, and RAbner the son of Ner, the commander of his army. Now Saul lay within the camp, with the people encamped all around him.

6Then David answered, and said to Ahimelech the Hittite and to Abishai Rthe son of Zeruiah, brother of RJoab, saying, “Who will Rgo down with me to Saul in the camp?” And Abishai said, “I will go down with you.”

7So David and Abishai came to the people by night; and there Saul lay sleeping within the camp, with his spear stuck in the ground by his head. And Abner and the people lay all around him.

8Then Abishai said to David, R“God has delivered your enemy into your hand this day. Now therefore, please, let me strike him Tat once with the spear, right to the earth; and I will not have to strike him a second time!”

9But David said to Abishai, “Do not destroy him; Rfor who can stretch out his hand against the LORD’s anointed, and be guiltless?”

10David said furthermore, “As the LORD lives, Rthe LORD shall strike him, or Rhis day shall come to die, or he shall go out to battle and perish.

11“The LORD forbid that I should stretch out my hand against the LORD’s anointed. But please, take now the spear and the jug of water that are by his head, and let us go.”

12So David took the spear and the jug of water by Saul’s head, and they got away; and no man saw or knew it or awoke. For they were all asleep, because a deep sleep from the LORD had fallen on them.

13Now David went over to the other side, and stood on the top of a hill afar off, a great distance being between them.

14And David called out to the people and to Abner the son of Ner, saying, “Do you not answer, Abner?” Then Abner answered and said, “Who are you, calling out to the king?”

15So David said to Abner, “Are you not a man? And who is like you in Israel? Why then have you not guarded your lord the king? For one of the people came in to destroy your lord the king.

16“This thing that you have done is not good. As the LORD lives, you deserve to die, because you have not guarded your master, the LORD’s anointed. And now see where the king’s spear is, and the jug of water that was by his head.”

17Then Saul knew David’s voice, and said, “Is that your voice, my son David?” David said, “It is my voice, my lord, O king.”

18And he said, R“Why does my lord thus pursue his servant? For what have I done, or what evil is in my hand?

19“Now therefore, please, let my lord the king hear the words of his servant: If the LORD has Rstirred you up against me, let Him accept an offering. But if it is the children of men, may they be cursed before the LORD, for they have driven me out this day from sharing in the inheritance of the LORD, saying, ‘Go, serve other gods.’

20“So now, do not let my blood fall to the earth before the face of the LORD. For the king of Israel has come out to seek Ra flea, as when one hunts a partridge in the mountains.”

Saul Admits His Guilt

21Then Saul said, R“I have sinned. Return, my son David. For I will harm you no more, because my life was precious in your eyes this day. Indeed I have played the fool and erred exceedingly.”

22And David answered and said, “Here is the king’s spear. Let one of the young men come over and get it.

23R“May the LORD repay every man for his righteousness and his faithfulness; for the LORD delivered you into my hand today, but I would not stretch out my hand against the LORD’s anointed.

24“And indeed, as your life was valued much this day in my eyes, so let my life be valued much in the eyes of the LORD, and let Him deliver me out of all tribulation.”

25Then Saul said to David, “May you be blessed, my son David! You shall both do great things and also still Rprevail.” So David went on his way, and Saul returned to his place.




CHAPTER 27

David Joins with the Philistines

1And David said in his heart, “Now I shall perish someday by the hand of Saul. There is nothing better for me than that I should speedily escape to the land of the Philistines; and Saul will despair of me, to seek me anymore in any part of Israel. So I shall escape out of his hand.”

2Then David arose and went over with the six hundred men who were with him to Achish the son of Maoch, king of Gath.

3So David dwelt with Achish at Gath, he and his men, each man with his household, and David Rwith his two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the Carmelitess, Nabal’s widow.

4And it was told Saul that David had fled to Gath; so he sought him no more.

5Then David said to Achish, “If I have now found favor in your eyes, let them give me a place in some town in the country, that I may dwell there. For why should your servant dwell in the royal city with you?”

6So Achish gave him Ziklag that day. Therefore RZiklag has belonged to the kings of Judah to this day.

7Now the time that David Rdwelt in the country of the Philistines was one full year and four months.

8And David and his men went up and raided the Geshurites, the Girzites, * and the Amalekites. For those nations were the inhabitants of the land from of old, as you go to Shur, even as far as the land of Egypt.

9Whenever David Tattacked the land, he left neither man nor woman alive, but took away the sheep, the oxen, the donkeys, the camels, and the apparel, and returned and came to Achish.

10Then Achish would say, “Where have you made a raid today?” And David would say, “Against the southern area of Judah, or against the southern area of Rthe Jerahmeelites, or against the southern area of Rthe Kenites.”

11David would save neither man nor woman alive, to bring news to Gath, saying, “Lest they should inform on us, saying, ‘Thus David did.’” And thus was his behavior all the time he dwelt in the country of the Philistines.

12So Achish believed David, saying, “He has made his people Israel utterly abhor him; therefore he will be my servant forever.”




CHAPTER 28

1Now Rit happened in those days that the Philistines gathered their armies together for war, to fight with Israel. And Achish said to David, “You assuredly know that you will go out with me to battle, you and your men.”

2So David said to Achish, “Surely you know what your servant can do.” And Achish said to David, “Therefore I will make you one of my chief guardians forever.”

God Does Not Answer Saul

3Now RSamuel had died, and all Israel had lamented for him and buried him in RRamah, in his own city. And Saul had put Rthe mediums and the spiritists out of the land.

4Then the Philistines gathered together, and came and encamped at RShunem. So Saul gathered all Israel together, and they encamped at RGilboa.

5When Saul saw the army of the Philistines, he was Rafraid, and his heart trembled greatly.

6And when Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD did not answer him, either by dreams or by Urim or by the prophets.

Saul Visits the Medium

7Then Saul said to his servants, “Find me a woman who is a medium, Rthat I may go to her and inquire of her.” And his servants said to him, “In fact, there is a woman who is a medium at En Dor.”

8So Saul disguised himself and put on other clothes, and he went, and two men with him; and they came to the woman by night. And Rhe said, “Please conduct a séance for me, and bring up for me the one I shall name to you.”

9Then the woman said to him, “Look, you know what Saul has done, how he has Rcut off the mediums and the spiritists from the land. Why then do you lay a snare for my life, to cause me to die?”

10And Saul swore to her by the LORD, saying, “As the LORD lives, no punishment shall come upon you for this thing.”

11Then the woman said, “Whom shall I bring up for you?” And he said, “Bring up Samuel for me.”

12When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud voice. And the woman spoke to Saul, saying, “Why have you deceived me? For you are Saul!”

13And the king said to her, “Do not be afraid. What did you see?” And the woman said to Saul, “I saw Ra spirit* ascending out of the earth.”

14So he said to her, “What is his form?” And she said, “An old man is coming up, and he is covered with Ra mantle.” And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the ground and bowed down.

15Now Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?” And Saul answered, “I am deeply distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God has departed from me and does not answer me anymore, neither by prophets nor by dreams. Therefore I have called you, that you may reveal to me what I should do.”

16Then Samuel said: “So why do you ask me, seeing the LORD has departed from you and has become your enemy?

17“And the LORD has done for Himself* Ras He spoke by me. For the LORD has torn the kingdom out of your hand and given it to your neighbor, David.

18R“Because you did not obey the voice of the LORD nor execute His fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore the LORD has done this thing to you this day.

19“Moreover the LORD will also deliver Israel with you into the hand of the Philistines. And tomorrow you and your sons will be with Rme. The LORD will also deliver the army of Israel into the hand of the Philistines.”

20Immediately Saul fell full length on the ground, and was dreadfully afraid because of the words of Samuel. And there was no strength in him, for he had eaten no food all day or all night.

21And the woman came to Saul and saw that he was severely troubled, and said to him, “Look, your maidservant has obeyed your voice, and I have Rput my life in my hands and heeded the words which you spoke to me.

22“Now therefore, please, heed also the voice of your maidservant, and let me set a piece of bread before you; and eat, that you may have strength when you go on your way.”

23But he refused and said, “I will not eat.” So his servants, together with the woman, urged him; and he heeded their voice. Then he arose from the ground and sat on the bed.

24Now the woman had a fatted calf in the house, and she hastened to kill it. And she took flour and kneaded it, and baked unleavened bread from it.

25So she brought it before Saul and his servants, and they ate. Then they rose and went away that night.




CHAPTER 29

David Is Spared from Fighting Saul

1Then the Philistines gathered together all their armies at Aphek, and the Israelites encamped by a fountain which is in Jezreel.

2And the Rlords of the Philistines passed in review by hundreds and by thousands, but David and his men passed in review at the rear with Achish.

3Then the princes of the Philistines said, “What are these Hebrews doing here?” And Achish said to the princes of the Philistines, “Is this not David, the servant of Saul king of Israel, who has been with me these days, or these years? And to this day I have found no fault in him since he defected to me.”

4But the princes of the Philistines were angry with him; so the princes of the Philistines said to him, “Make this fellow return, that he may go back to the place which you have appointed for him, and do not let him go down with us to battle, lest in the battle he become our adversary. For with what could he reconcile himself to his master, if not with the heads of these men?

5“Is this not David, of whom they sang to one another in dances, saying:

‘Saul has slain his thousands, 

And David his ten thousands’?”*

6Then Achish called David and said to him, “Surely, as the LORD lives, you have been upright, and your going out and your coming in with me in the army is good in my sight. For to this day I have not found evil in you since the day of your coming to me. Nevertheless the lords do not favor you.

7“Therefore return now, and go in peace, that you may not displease the lords of the Philistines.”

8So David said to Achish, “But what have I done? And to this day what have you found in your servant as long as I have been with you, that I may not go and fight against the enemies of my lord the king?”

9Then Achish answered and said to David, “I know that you are as good in my sight as an angel of God; nevertheless the princes of the Philistines have said, ‘He shall not go up with us to the battle.’

10“Now therefore, rise early in the morning with your master’s servants who have come with you.* And as soon as you are up early in the morning and have light, depart.”

11So David and his men rose early to depart in the morning, to return to the land of the Philistines. RAnd the Philistines went up to Jezreel.




CHAPTER 30

God Answers David

1Now it happened, when David and his men came to RZiklag, on the third day, that the RAmalekites had invaded the South and Ziklag, attacked Ziklag and burned it with fire, 

2and had taken captive the Rwomen and those who were there, from small to great; they did not kill anyone, but carried them away and went their way.

3So David and his men came to the city, and there it was, burned with fire; and their wives, their sons, and their daughters had been taken captive.

4Then David and the people who were with him lifted up their voices and wept, until they had no more power to weep.

5And David’s two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite, had been taken captive.

6Now David was greatly distressed, for Rthe people spoke of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was Tgrieved, every man for his sons and his daughters. RBut David strengthened himself in the LORD his God.

7RThen David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech’s son, “Please bring the ephod here to me.” And RAbiathar brought the ephod to David.

8RSo David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I pursue this troop? Shall I overtake them?” And He answered him, “Pursue, for you shall surely overtake them and without fail recover all.”

David Kills the Enemy

9So David went, he and the six hundred men who were with him, and came to the Brook Besor, where those stayed who were left behind.

10But David pursued, he and four hundred men; Rfor two hundred stayed behind, who were so weary that they could not cross the Brook Besor.

11Then they found an Egyptian in the field, and brought him to David; and they gave him bread and he ate, and they let him drink water.

12And they gave him a piece of a cake of figs and two clusters of raisins. So when he had eaten, his strength came back to him; for he had eaten no bread nor drunk water for three days and three nights.

13Then David said to him, “To whom do you belong, and where are you from?” And he said, “I am a young man from Egypt, servant of an Amalekite; and my master left me behind, because three days ago I fell sick.

14“We made an invasion of the southern area of Rthe Cherethites, in the territory which belongs to Judah, and of the southern area Rof Caleb; and we burned Ziklag with fire.”

15And David said to him, “Can you take me down to this troop?” So he said, “Swear to me by God that you will neither kill me nor deliver me into the hands of my master, and I will take you down to this troop.”

16And when he had brought him down, there they were, spread out over all the land, Reating and drinking and dancing, because of all the great spoil which they had taken from the land of the Philistines and from the land of Judah.

17Then David attacked them from twilight until the evening of the next day. Not a man of them escaped, except four hundred young men who rode on camels and fled.

18So David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away, and David rescued his two wives.

19And nothing of theirs was lacking, either small or great, sons or daughters, spoil or anything which they had taken from them; RDavid recovered all.

20Then David took all the flocks and herds they had driven before those other livestock, and said, “This is David’s spoil.”

21Now David came to the Rtwo hundred men who had been so weary that they could not follow David, whom they also had made to stay at the Brook Besor. So they went out to meet David and to meet the people who were with him. And when David came near the people, he greeted them.

22Then all the wicked and Rworthless men* of those who went with David answered and said, “Because they did not go with us, we will not give them any of the spoil that we have recovered, except for every man’s wife and children, that they may lead them away and depart.”

23But David said, “My brethren, you shall not do so with what the LORD has given us, who has preserved us and delivered into our hand the troop that came against us.

24“For who will heed you in this matter? But Ras his part is who goes down to the battle, so shall his part be who stays by the supplies; they shall share alike.”

25So it was, from that day forward; he made it a statute and an ordinance for Israel to this day.

26Now when David came to Ziklag, he sent some of the spoil to the elders of Judah, to his friends, saying, “Here is a present for you from the spoil of the enemies of the LORD”—

27to those who were in Bethel, those who were in RRamoth of the South, those who were in RJattir, 

28those who were in RAroer, those who were in RSiphmoth, those who were in REshtemoa, 

29those who were in Rachal, those who were in the cities of the Jerahmeelites, those who were in the cities of the Kenites, 

30those who were in RHormah, those who were in Chorashan, * those who were in Athach, 

31those who were in RHebron, and to all the places where David himself and his men were accustomed to rove.




CHAPTER 31

The Enemy Kills Saul—1 Chr. 10:1–14

1Now Rthe Philistines fought against Israel; and the men of Israel fled from before the Philistines, and fell slain on Mount RGilboa.

2Then the Philistines followed hard after Saul and his sons. And the Philistines killed RJonathan, Abinadab, and Malchishua, Saul’s sons.

3RThe battle became fierce against Saul. The archers hit him, and he was severely wounded by the archers.

4RThen Saul said to his armorbearer, “Draw your sword, and thrust me through with it, lest Rthese uncircumcised men come and thrust me through and abuse me.” But his armorbearer would not, for he was greatly afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword and fell on it.

5And when his armorbearer saw that Saul was dead, he also fell on his sword, and died with him.

6So Saul, his three sons, his armorbearer, and all his men died together that same day.

7And when the men of Israel who were on the other side of the valley, and those who were on the other side of the Jordan, saw that the men of Israel had fled and that Saul and his sons were dead, they forsook the cities and fled; and the Philistines came and dwelt in them.

8So it happened the next day, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, that they found Saul and his three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa.

9And they cut off his head and stripped off his armor, and sent word throughout the land of the Philistines, to proclaim it in the temple of their idols and among the people.

10Then they put his armor in the temple of the RAshtoreths, and they fastened his body to the wall of Beth Shan.*

11RNow when the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead heard what the Philistines had done to Saul, 

12Rall the valiant men arose and traveled all night, and took the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth Shan; and they came to Jabesh and Rburned them there.

13Then they took their bones and buried them under the tamarisk tree at Jabesh, Rand fasted seven days.
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The Second Book of Samuel
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THE BOOK OF 2 SAMUEL

The Book of 2 Samuel records the highlights of David’s reign, first over the territory of Judah, and finally over the entire nation of Israel. It traces the ascension of David to the throne, his climactic sins of adultery and murder, and the shattering consequences of those sins upon his family and the nation.

See 1 Samuel for details on the titles of the books of Samuel. The Hebrew title for both books (originally one) is “Samuel.” The Greek title for 2 Samuel is Basileion Beta, “Second Kingdoms.” The Latin title is Liber Samuelis, the “Second Book of Samuel, ” or simply “Second Samuel.”
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THE AUTHOR OF 2 SAMUEL

Second Samuel was probably compiled by one man who combined the written chronicles of Nathan the prophet and Gad the seer (1 Chr. 29:29). In addition to these written sources, the compiler evidently used another source called “the Book of Jasher” (1:18). See comments under 1 Samuel.
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THE TIME OF 2 SAMUEL

The date of the composition for 1 and 2 Samuel was sometime after the death of Solomon (931 B.C.) but before the Assyrian captivity of the northern kingdom (722 B.C.). It is likely that Samuel was composed early in the divided kingdom, perhaps around 900 B.C.

The story of David begins in 1 Samuel 16 and ends in 1 Kings 2. Second Samuel records the major events of David’s forty-year rule. His reign in Hebron begins in 1011 B.C. and ends in 1004 B.C. (5:5). His thirty-three-year reign over the united Judah and Israel lasts from 1004 B.C. to 971 B.C.
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THE CHRIST OF 2 SAMUEL

As seen in the introduction to 1 Samuel, David is one of the most important types of Christ in the Old Testament. In spite of his sins, he remains a man after God’s own heart because of his responsive and faithful attitude toward God. He sometimes fails in his personal life, but he never flags in his relationship to the Lord. Unlike most of the kings who succeed him, he never allows idolatry to become a problem during his reign. He is a true servant of Yahweh, obedient to His law, and an ideal king. His rule is usually characterized by justice, wisdom, integrity, courage, and compassion. Having conquered Jerusalem, he sits upon the throne of Melchizedek, (“Righteous King”; see Gen. 14:18). David is the standard by which all subsequent kings are measured.

Of course, David’s life as recorded in chapters 1–10 is a far better portrayal of the future Messiah than is his life as it is seen in 11–24. Sin mars potential. The closest way in which he foreshadows the coming King can be seen in the important covenant God makes with him (7:4–17). David wants to build a house for God; but instead, God makes a house for David. The same three promises of an eternal kingdom, throne, and seed are later given to Christ (Luke 1:32, 33). There are nine different dynasties in the northern kingdom of Israel, but there is only one dynasty in Judah. The promise of a permanent dynasty is fulfilled in Christ, the “Son of David” (Matt. 21:9; 22:42), who will sit upon the throne of David (Is. 9:7; Luke 1:32).
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KEYS TO 2 SAMUEL

Key Word: David—The central character of 2 Samuel is David, around whom the entire book is written. The key truth illustrated is the same as the theme of Deuteronomy: obedience brings blessing and disobedience brings judgment.

Key Verses: 2 Samuel 7:12, 13; 22:21—“When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever” (7:12, 13).

“The LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness; according to the cleanness of my hands He has recompensed me” (22:21).

Key Chapter: 2 Samuel 11—The eleventh chapter of Second Samuel is pivotal for the entire book. This chapter records the tragic sins of David regarding Bathsheba and her husband Uriah. All of the widespread blessings on David’s family and his kingdom are quickly removed as God chastises His anointed one.
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SURVEY OF 2 SAMUEL

Second Samuel continues the account of the life of David at the point where 1 Samuel concludes. Soon after the death of Saul, the king-elect becomes the king enthroned, first over Judah when he reigns in Hebron for seven-and-a-half years and finally over all Israel when he reigns in Jerusalem for thirty-three years. This book reviews the key events in the forty-year reign of the man who is the halfway point between Abraham and Christ. It can be surveyed in the three divisions: the triumphs of David (1–10), the transgressions of David (11), and the troubles of David (12–24).

The Triumphs of David (1–10): Chapters 1–4 record the seven-year reign of David over the territory of Judah. Even though Saul is David’s murderous pursuer, David does not rejoice in his death because he recognizes that Saul has been divinely anointed as king. Saul’s son Ishbosheth is installed by Abner as a puppet king over the northern tribes of Israel. David’s allies led by Joab defeat Abner and Israel (2:17; 3:1). Abner defects and arranges to unite Israel and Judah under David, but Joab kills Abner in revenge. The powerless Ishbosheth is murdered by his own men, and David is made king of Israel (5:3). David soon captures and fortifies Jerusalem and makes it the civil and religious center of the now united kingdom. Under David’s rule the nation prospers politically, spiritually, and militarily. David brings the ark to Jerusalem and seeks to build a house for God (7). His obedience in placing the Lord at the center of his rule leads to great national blessing (8–10). “And the LORD preserved David wherever he went” (8:14).

The Transgressions of David (11): David’s crimes of adultery and murder mark the pivotal point of the book. Because of these transgressions, David’s victories and successes are changed to the personal, family, and national troubles that are recorded throughout the rest of 2 Samuel.

The Troubles of David (12–24): The disobedience of the king produces chastisement and confusion at every level. David’s glory and fame fade, never to be the same again. Nevertheless, David confesses his guilt when confronted by Nathan the prophet and is restored by God. A sword remains in David’s house as a consequence of the sin: the baby born to David and Bathsheba dies, his son Amnon commits incest, and his son Absalom murders Amnon.

The consequences continue with Absalom’s rebellion against his father. He shrewdly “stole the hearts of the men of Israel” (15:6). David is forced to flee from Jerusalem, and Absalom sets himself up as king. David would have been ruined, but God keeps Absalom from pursuing him until David has time to regroup his forces. Absalom’s army is defeated by David’s, and Joab kills Absalom in disobedience of David’s orders to have him spared.

David seeks to amalgamate the kingdom, but conflict breaks out between the ten northern tribes of Israel and the two southern tribes of Judah and Benjamin. Israel decides to follow a man named Sheba in a revolt against David, but Judah remains faithful to him. This leads to war, and Joab defeats the rebels.

The closing chapters are actually an appendix to the book because they summarize David’s words and deeds. They show how intimately the affairs of the people as a whole are tied to the spiritual and moral condition of the king. The nation enjoys God’s blessing when David is obedient to the Lord, and it suffers hardship when David disobeys God.
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OUTLINE OF 2 SAMUEL

Part One: The Triumphs of David (1:1–10:19)

I. The Political Triumphs of David … 1:1–5:25

A. The Reign of David in Hebron over Judah … 1:1–4:12

1. King Saul Dies … 1:1–27

2. David Is Anointed as King over Judah … 2:1–7

3. Ishbosheth Is Made King over Israel … 2:8–11

4. David and Ishbosheth Fight … 2:12–4:12

B. The Reign of David in Jerusalem … 5:1–25

1. David Is Anointed to Reign over Israel … 5:1–5

2. Conquest of Jerusalem … 5:6–10

3. Alliance with Tyre … 5:11, 12

4. David’s Family … 5:13–16

5. Conquest of Philistia … 5:17–25

II. The Spiritual Triumphs of David … 6:1–7:29

A. The Transportation of the Ark … 6:1–23

1. Incorrect Transportation of the Ark … 6:1–11

2. Correct Transportation of the Ark … 6:12

3. David Rejoices over the Ark … 6:13–15

4. Michal Despises David … 6:16–23

B. The Institution of the Davidic Covenant … 7:1–29

1. David Is Forbidden to Build God a House … 7:1–3

2. God Promises David an Eternal House … 7:4–17

3. David Praises God … 7:18–29

III. The Military Triumphs of David … 8:1–10:19

A. The Triumphs of David over His Enemies … 8:1–12

1. David Defeats Philistia … 8:1

2. David Defeats Moab … 8:2

3. David Defeats Zobah and Syria … 8:3–8

4. David Receives Spoil from His Enemies … 8:9–12

B. The Righteous Rule of David … 8:13–9:13

1. David’s Righteous Rule over Israel … 8:13–18

2. David’s Righteous Rule over Mephibosheth … 9:1–13

C. The Triumphs of David over Ammon and Syria … 10:1–19

1. Insult of Ammon … 10:1–5

2. Ammon Is Defeated … 10:6–14

3. Syria Is Defeated … 10:15–19

Part Two: The Transgressions of David (11:1–27)

I. The Sin of Adultery … 11:1–5

II. The Sin of Murder … 11:6–27

A. Uriah Does Not Sleep with Bathsheba … 11:6–13

B. David Commands Uriah’s Murder … 11:14–25

C. David and Bathsheba Marry … 11:26, 27

Part Three: The Troubles of David (12:1–24:25)

I. The Troubles in David’s House … 12:1–13:36

A. Prophecy by Nathan … 12:1–14

1. Prophecy of the Sword … 12:1–12

2. David Repents for His Sin … 12:13, 14

B. David’s Son Dies … 12:15–25

1. God Takes Away the Son of Adultery … 12:15–23

2. God Gives Another Son … 12:24, 25

C. Joab’s Loyalty to David … 12:26–31

D. Incest in David’s House … 13:1–20

E. Amnon Is Murdered … 13:21–36

II. The Troubles in David’s Kingdom … 13:37–24:25

A. Rebellion of Absalom … 13:37–17:29

1. Flight of Absalom … 13:37–39

2. Return of Absalom … 14:1–24

3. Deceit of Absalom … 14:25–15:6

4. Rebellion of Absalom … 15:7–12

5. Flight of David … 15:13–16:14

6. Reign of Absalom … 16:15–17:29

B. Absalom’s Murder … 18:1–33

C. David Is Restored as King … 19:1–20:26

1. Reproof of Joab … 19:1–7

2. Restoration of David … 19:8–20:26

D. The Commentary on the Reign of David … 21:1–24:25

1. Famine … 21:1–14

2. War with Philistia … 21:15–22

3. Psalms of Thanksgiving … 22:1–23:7

4. Deeds of David’s Mighty Men … 23:8–39

5. The Census and the Plague … 24:1–25




CHAPTER 1

King Saul Dies

1Now it came to pass after the Rdeath of Saul, when David had returned from the slaughter of the Amalekites, and David had stayed two days in Ziklag, 

2on the third day, behold, it happened that a man came from Saul’s camp with his clothes torn and dust on his head. So it was, when he came to David, that he fell to the ground and prostrated himself.

3And David said to him, “Where have you come from?” So he said to him, “I have escaped from the camp of Israel.”

4Then David said to him, “How did the matter go? Please tell me.” And he answered, “The people have fled from the battle, many of the people are fallen and dead, and Saul and Jonathan his son are dead also.”

5So David said to the young man who told him, “How do you know that Saul and Jonathan his son are dead?”

6Then the young man who told him said, “As I happened by chance to be on RMount Gilboa, there was Saul, leaning on his spear; and indeed the chariots and horsemen followed hard after him.

7“Now when he looked behind him, he saw me and called to me. And I answered, ‘Here I am.’

8“And he said to me, ‘Who are you?’ So I answered him, ‘I am an Amalekite.’

9“He said to me again, ‘Please stand over me and kill me, for Tanguish has come upon me, but my life still remains in me.’

10“So I stood over him and Rkilled him, because I was sure that he could not live after he had fallen. And I took the crown that was on his head and the bracelet that was on his arm, and have brought them here to my lord.”

11Therefore David took hold of his own clothes and Rtore them, and so did all the men who were with him.

12And they Rmourned and wept and Rfasted until evening for Saul and for Jonathan his son, for the people of the LORD and for the house of Israel, because they had fallen by the sword.

13Then David said to the young man who told him, “Where are you from?” And he answered, “I am the son of an alien, an Amalekite.”

14So David said to him, “How Rwas it you were not afraid to put forth your hand to destroy the LORD’s anointed?”

15Then David called one of the young men and said, “Go near, and execute him!” And he struck him so that he died.

16So David said to him, “Your blood is on your own head, for Ryour own mouth has testified against you, saying, ‘I have killed the LORD’s anointed.’”

17Then David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over Jonathan his son, 

18Rand he told them to teach the children of Judah the Song of the Bow; indeed it is written in the Book of Jasher:

19“The beauty of Israel is slain on your high places!

RHow the mighty have fallen!

20RTell it not in Gath, 

Proclaim it not in the streets of RAshkelon—

Lest Rthe daughters of the Philistines rejoice, 

Lest the daughters of Rthe uncircumcised triumph.

21“O Rmountains of Gilboa, 

RLet there be no dew nor rain upon you, 

Nor fields of offerings.

For the shield of the mighty is Tcast away there!

The shield of Saul, not Ranointed with oil.

22From the blood of the slain, 

From the fat of the mighty, 

RThe bow of Jonathan did not turn back, 

And the sword of Saul did not return empty.

23“Saul and Jonathan were beloved and pleasant in their lives, 

And in their Rdeath they were not divided;

They were swifter than eagles, 

They were stronger than lions.

24“O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, 

Who clothed you in scarlet, with luxury;

Who put ornaments of gold on your apparel.

25“How the mighty have fallen in the midst of the battle!

Jonathan was slain in your high places.

26I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan;

You have been very pleasant to me;

Your love to me was wonderful, 

Surpassing the love of women.

27“How the mighty have fallen, 

And the weapons of war perished!”




CHAPTER 2

David Is Anointed King over Judah

1It happened after this that David Rinquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go up to any of the cities of Judah?” And the LORD said to him, “Go up.” David said, “Where shall I go up?” And He said, “To Hebron.”

2So David went up there, and his two wives also, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite.

3And David brought up the men who were with him, every man with his household. So they dwelt in the cities of Hebron.

4RThen the men of Judah came, and there they Ranointed David king over the house of Judah. And they told David, saying, “The men of Jabesh Gilead were the ones who buried Saul.”

5So David sent messengers to the men of Jabesh Gilead, and said to them, R“You are blessed of the LORD, for you have shown this kindness to your lord, to Saul, and have buried him.

6“And now may the LORD show kindness and truth to you. I also will repay you this kindness, because you have done this thing.

7“Now therefore, let your hands be strengthened, and be valiant; for your master Saul is dead, and also the house of Judah has anointed me king over them.”

Ishbosheth Is Made King over Israel

8But Abner the son of Ner, commander of Saul’s army, took Ishbosheth* the son of Saul and brought him over to Mahanaim;

9and he made him king over Gilead, over the Ashurites, over Jezreel, over Ephraim, over Benjamin, and over all Israel.

10Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, was forty years old when he began to reign over Israel, and he reigned two years. Only the house of Judah followed David.

11And Rthe time that David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years and six months.

David’s Victory over Ishbosheth

12Now Abner the son of Ner, and the servants of Ishbosheth the son of Saul, went out from Mahanaim to Gibeon.

13And RJoab the son of Zeruiah, and the servants of David, went out and met them by the pool of Gibeon. So they sat down, one on one side of the pool and the other on the other side of the pool.

14Then Abner said to Joab, “Let the young men now arise and compete before us.” And Joab said, “Let them arise.”

15So they arose and went over by number, twelve from Benjamin, followers of Ishbosheth the son of Saul, and twelve from the servants of David.

16And each one grasped his opponent by the head and thrust his sword in his opponent’s side; so they fell down together. Therefore that place was called the Field of Sharp Swords, * which is in Gibeon.

17So there was a very fierce battle that day, and Abner and the men of Israel were beaten before the servants of David.

18Now the Rthree sons of Zeruiah were there: Joab and Abishai and Asahel. And Asahel was Ras fleet of foot Ras a wild gazelle.

19So Asahel pursued Abner, and in going he did not turn to the right hand or to the left from following Abner.

20Then Abner looked behind him and said, “Are you Asahel?” He answered, “I am.”

21And Abner said to him, “Turn aside to your right hand or to your left, and lay hold on one of the young men and take his armor for yourself.” But Asahel would not turn aside from following him.

22So Abner said again to Asahel, “Turn aside from following me. Why should I strike you to the ground? How then could I face your brother Joab?”

23However, he refused to turn aside. Therefore Abner struck him in the stomach with the blunt end of the spear, so that the spear came out of his back; and he fell down there and died on the spot. So it was that as many as came to the place where Asahel fell down and died, stood Rstill.

24Joab and Abishai also pursued Abner. And the sun was going down when they came to the hill of Ammah, which is before Giah by the road to the Wilderness of Gibeon.

25Now the children of Benjamin gathered together behind Abner and became a unit, and took their stand on top of a hill.

26Then Abner called to Joab and said, “Shall the sword devour forever? Do you not know that it will be bitter in the latter end? How long will it be then until you tell the people to return from pursuing their brethren?”

27And Joab said, “As God lives, unless Ryou had spoken, surely then by morning all the people would have given up pursuing their brethren.”

28So Joab blew a trumpet; and all the people stood still and did not pursue Israel anymore, nor did they fight anymore.

29Then Abner and his men went on all that night through the plain, crossed over the Jordan, and went through all Bithron; and they came to Mahanaim.

30So Joab returned from pursuing Abner. And when he had gathered all the people together, there were missing of David’s servants nineteen men and Asahel.

31But the servants of David had struck down, of Benjamin and Abner’s men, three hundred and sixty men who died.

32Then they took up Asahel and buried him in his father’s tomb, which was in Bethlehem. And Joab and his men went all night, and they came to Hebron at daybreak.




CHAPTER 3

David’s Growth over Ishbosheth

1Now there was a long war between the house of Saul and the house of David. But David grew stronger and stronger, and the house of Saul grew weaker and weaker.

2Sons were born Rto David in Hebron: His firstborn was Amnon Rby Ahinoam the Jezreelitess;

3his second, TChileab, by Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite; the third, Absalom the son of Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur;

4the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith; the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital;

5and the sixth, Ithream, by David’s wife Eglah. These were born to David in Hebron.

Abner’s Murder





6Now it was so, while there was war between the house of Saul and the house of David, that Abner was strengthening his hold on the house of Saul.

7And Saul had a concubine, whose name was RRizpah, the daughter of Aiah. So Ishbosheth said to Abner, “Why have you gone in to my father’s concubine?”

8Then Abner became very angry at the words of Ishbosheth, and said, “Am I Ra dog’s head that belongs to Judah? Today I show loyalty to the house of Saul your father, to his brothers, and to his friends, and have not delivered you into the hand of David; and you charge me today with a fault concerning this woman?

9R“May God do so to Abner, and more also, if I do not do for David Ras the LORD has sworn to him—

10“to transfer the kingdom from the Thouse of Saul, and set up the throne of David over Israel and over Judah, Rfrom Dan to Beersheba.”

11And he could not answer Abner another word, because he feared him.

12Then Abner sent messengers on his behalf to David, saying, “Whose is the land?” saying also, “Make your covenant with me, and indeed my hand shall be with you to bring all Israel to you.”

13And David said, “Good, I will make a covenant with you. But one thing I require of you: Ryou shall not see my face unless you first bring Michal, Saul’s daughter, when you come to see my face.”

14So David sent messengers to Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, saying, “Give me my wife Michal, whom I betrothed to myself for a hundred foreskins of the Philistines.”

15And Ishbosheth sent and took her from her husband, from Paltiel* the son of Laish.

16Then her husband went along with her to Bahurim, weeping behind her. So Abner said to him, “Go, return!” And he returned.

17Now Abner had communicated with the elders of Israel, saying, “In time past you were seeking for David to be king over you.

18“Now then, do it! RFor the LORD has spoken of David, saying, ‘By the hand of My servant David, I* will save My people Israel from the hand of the Philistines and the hand of all their enemies.’”

19And Abner also spoke in the hearing of RBenjamin. Then Abner also went to speak in the hearing of David in Hebron all that seemed good to Israel and the whole house of Benjamin.

20So Abner and twenty men with him came to David at Hebron. And David made a feast for Abner and the men who were with him.

21Then Abner said to David, “I will arise and go, and Rgather all Israel to my lord the king, that they may make a covenant with you, and that you may reign over all that your heart desires.” So David sent Abner away, and he went in peace.

22At that moment the servants of David and Joab came from a raid and brought much Tspoil with them. But Abner was not with David in Hebron, for he had sent him away, and he had gone in peace.

23When Joab and all the troops that were with him had come, they told Joab, saying, “Abner the son of Ner came to the king, and he sent him away, and he has gone in peace.”

24Then Joab came to the king and said, “What have you done? Look, Abner came to you; why is it that you sent him away, and he has already gone?

25“Surely you realize that Abner the son of Ner came to deceive you, to know Ryour going out and your coming in, and to know all that you are doing.”

26And when Joab had gone from David’s presence, he sent messengers after Abner, who brought him back from the well of Sirah. But David did not know it.

27Now when Abner had returned to Hebron, Joab Rtook him aside in the gate to speak with him privately, and there stabbed him in the stomach, so that he died for the blood of Asahel his brother.

28Afterward, when David heard it, he said, “My kingdom and I are Tguiltless before the LORD forever of the blood of Abner the son of Ner.

29“Let it rest on the head of Joab and on all his father’s house; and let there never fail to be in the house of Joab one who has a discharge or is a leper, who leans on a staff or falls by the sword, or who lacks bread.”

30So Joab and Abishai his brother killed Abner, because he had killed their brother RAsahel at Gibeon in the battle.

31Then David said to Joab and to all the people who were with him, R“Tear your clothes, Rgird yourselves with sackcloth, and mourn for Abner.” And King David followed the coffin.

32So they buried Abner in Hebron; and the king lifted up his voice and wept at the grave of Abner, and all the people wept.

33And the king sang a lament over Abner and said:

“Should Abner die as a fool dies?

34Your hands were not bound

Nor your feet put into fetters;

As a man falls before wicked men, so you fell.”

Then all the people wept over him again.

35And when all the people came to persuade David to eat food while it was still day, David took an oath, saying, “God do so to me, and more also, if I taste bread or anything else till the sun goes down!”

36Now all the people took note of it, and it pleased them, since whatever the king did pleased all the people.

37For all the people and all Israel understood that day that it had not been the king’s intent to kill Abner the son of Ner.

38Then the king said to his servants, “Do you not know that a prince and a great man has fallen this day in Israel?

39“And I am weak today, though anointed king; and these men, the sons of Zeruiah, are too harsh for me. The LORD shall repay the evildoer according to his wickedness.”




CHAPTER 4

Ishbosheth’s Murder

1When Saul’s son* heard that Abner had died in Hebron, Rhe lost heart, and all Israel was Rtroubled.

2Now Saul’s son had two men who were captains of troops. The name of one was Baanah and the name of the other Rechab, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, of the children of Benjamin. (For RBeeroth also was part of Benjamin, 

3because the Beerothites fled to RGittaim and have been sojourners there until this day.)

4RJonathan, Saul’s son, had a son who was lame in his feet. He was five years old when the news about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel; and his nurse took him up and fled. And it happened, as she made haste to flee, that he fell and became lame. His name was Mephibosheth.*

5Then the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, Rechab and Baanah, set out and came at about the heat of the day to the Rhouse of Ishbosheth, who was lying on his bed at noon.

6And they came there, all the way into the house, as though to get wheat, and they Tstabbed him in the stomach. Then Rechab and Baanah his brother escaped.

7For when they came into the house, he was lying on his bed in his bedroom; then they struck him and killed him, beheaded him and took his head, and were all night escaping through the plain.

8And they brought the head of Ishbosheth to David at Hebron, and said to the king, “Here is the head of Ishbosheth, the son of Saul your enemy, who sought your life; and the LORD has avenged my lord the king this day of Saul and his descendants.”

Judgment on the Murder of Ishbosheth

9But David answered Rechab and Baanah his brother, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, and said to them, “As the LORD lives, Rwho has redeemed my life from all adversity, 

10“when Rsomeone told me, saying, ‘Look, Saul is dead, ’ thinking to have brought good news, I arrested him and had him executed in Ziklag—the one who thought I would give him a reward for his news.

11“How much more, when wicked men have killed a righteous person in his own house on his bed? Therefore, shall I not now Rrequire his Tblood at your hand and remove you from the earth?”

12So David Rcommanded his young men, and they executed them, cut off their hands and feet, and hanged them by the pool in Hebron. But they took the head of Ishbosheth and buried it in the Rtomb of Abner in Hebron.




CHAPTER 5

David Is Anointed to Reign over Israel 1 Chr. 11:1–3

1Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and spoke, saying, “Indeed we are your bone and your flesh.

2“Also, in time past, when Saul was king over us, Ryou were the one who led Israel out and brought them in; and the LORD said to you, ‘You shall shepherd My people Israel, and be ruler over Israel.’”

3RTherefore all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, Rand King David made a covenant with them at Hebron Rbefore the LORD. And they anointed David king over Israel.

4David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years.

5In Hebron he reigned over Judah Rseven years and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years over all Israel and Judah.

Conquest of Jerusalem—1 Chr. 11:4–9

6RAnd the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, who spoke to David, saying, “You shall not come in here; but the blind and the lame will repel you, ” thinking, “David cannot come in here.”

7Nevertheless David took the stronghold of Zion (that is, the City of David).

8Now David said on that day, “Whoever climbs up by way of the water shaft and defeats the Jebusites (the lame and the blind, who are hated by David’s soul), he shall be chief and captain.”* Therefore they say, “The blind and the lame shall not come into the house.”

9Then David dwelt in the stronghold, and called it the City of David. And David built all around from the Millo* and inward.

10So David went on and became great, and the LORD God of hosts was with him.

Alliance with Tyre—1 Chr. 14:1, 2

11Then RHiram Rking of Tyre sent messengers to David, and cedar trees, and carpenters and masons. And they built David a house.

12So David knew that the LORD had established him as king over Israel, and that He had Rexalted His kingdom Rfor the sake of His people Israel.

David’s Family

13And RDavid took more concubines and wives from Jerusalem, after he had come from Hebron. Also more sons and daughters were born to David.

14Now Rthese are the names of those who were born to him in Jerusalem: Shammua, * Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 

15Ibhar, Elishua, * Nepheg, Japhia, 

16Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet.

Conquest of Philistia—1 Chr. 14:9–17

17RNow when the Philistines heard that they had anointed David king over Israel, all the Philistines went up to search for David. And David heard of it Rand went down to the stronghold.

18The Philistines also went and deployed themselves in the Valley of Rephaim.

19So David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go up against the Philistines? Will You deliver them into my hand?” And the LORD said to David, “Go up, for I will doubtless deliver the Philistines into your hand.”

20So David went to RBaal Perazim, and David defeated them there; and he said, “The LORD has broken through my enemies before me, like a breakthrough of water.” Therefore he called the name of that place Baal Perazim.*

21And they left their images there, and David and his men carried them away.

22RThen the Philistines went up once again and deployed themselves in the Valley of Rephaim.

23Therefore RDavid inquired of the LORD, and He said, “You shall not go up; circle around behind them, and come upon them in front of the mulberry trees.

24“And it shall be, when you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the mulberry trees, then you shall advance quickly. For then the LORD will go out before you to strike the camp of the Philistines.”

25And David did so, as the LORD commanded him; and he drove back the Philistines from Geba* as far as Gezer.




CHAPTER 6

Incorrect Transportation of the Ark 1 Chr. 13:1–14

1Again David gathered all the choice men of Israel, thirty thousand.

2And RDavid arose and went with all the people who were with him from Baale Judah to bring up from there the ark of God, whose name is called by the Name, * the LORD of Hosts, Rwho dwells between the cherubim.

3So they set the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on Rthe hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the new cart.*

4And they brought it out of Rthe house of Abinadab, which was on the hill, accompanying the ark of God; and Ahio went before the ark.

5Then David and all the house of Israel Rplayed music before the LORD on all kinds of instruments of fir wood, on harps, on stringed instruments, on tambourines, on sistrums, and on cymbals.

6And when they came to RNachon’s threshing floor, Uzzah put out his Rhand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled.

7Then the anger of the LORD was aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him there for his Terror; and he died there by the ark of God.

8And David became angry because of the LORD’s outbreak against Uzzah; and he called the name of the place Perez Uzzah* to this day.

9RDavid was afraid of the LORD that day; and he said, “How can the ark of the LORD come to me?”

10So David would not move the ark of the LORD with him into the RCity of David; but David took it aside into the house of Obed-Edom the RGittite.

11RThe ark of the LORD remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite three months. And the LORD blessed Obed-Edom and all his household.

Correct Transportation of the Ark 1 Chr. 15:25

12Now it was told King David, saying, “The LORD has blessed the house of Obed-Edom and all that belongs to him, because of the ark of God.” So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with gladness.

David Rejoices over the Ark 1 Chr. 15:26–28

13And so it was, when Rthose bearing the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, that he sacrificed oxen and fatted sheep.

14Then David Rdanced before the LORD with all his might; and David was wearing Ra linen ephod.

15So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting and with the sound of the trumpet.

Michal Despises David—1 Chr. 15:29–16:3

16Now as the ark of the LORD came into the City of David, Michal, Saul’s daughter, looked through a window and saw King David leaping and whirling before the LORD; and she despised him in her heart.

17So Rthey brought the ark of the LORD, and set it in its place in the midst of the tabernacle that David had erected for it. Then David offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the LORD.

18And when David had finished offering burnt offerings and peace offerings, Rhe blessed the people in the name of the LORD of hosts.

19RThen he distributed among all the people, among the whole multitude of Israel, both the women and the men, to everyone a loaf of bread, a piece of meat, and a cake of raisins. So all the people departed, everyone to his house.

20RThen David returned to bless his household. And Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David, and said, “How glorious was the king of Israel today, uncovering himself today in the eyes of the maids of his servants, as one of the base fellows shamelessly uncovers himself!”

21So David said to Michal, “It was before the LORD, who chose me instead of your father and all his house, to appoint me ruler over the people of the LORD, over Israel. Therefore I will play music before the LORD.

22“And I will be even more undignified than this, and will be humble in my own sight. But as for the maidservants of whom you have spoken, by them I will be held in honor.”

23Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul had no children to the day of her death.




CHAPTER 7

David Is Forbidden to Build God a House 1 Chr. 17:1, 2

1Now it came to pass Rwhen the king was dwelling in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies all around, 

2that the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in Ra house of cedar, Rbut the ark of God dwells inside tent Rcurtains.”

3Then Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your Rheart, for the LORD is with you.”

God Promises David an Eternal House 1 Chr. 17:3–15

4But it happened that night that the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying, 

5“Go and tell My servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: R“Would you build a house for Me to dwell in?

6“For I have not dwelt in a house since the time that I brought the children of Israel up from Egypt, even to this day, but have moved about in a tent and in a tabernacle.

7“Wherever I have Rmoved about with all the children of Israel, have I ever spoken a word to anyone from the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded Rto shepherd My people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built Me a house of cedar?’”’

8“Now therefore, thus shall you say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts: R“I took you from the sheepfold, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My people, over Israel.

9“And RI have been with you wherever you have gone, and have cut off all your enemies from before you, and have made you a great name, like the name of the great men who are on the earth.

10“Moreover I will appoint a place for My people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own and move no more; nor shall the sons of wickedness oppress them anymore, as previously, 

11R“since the time that I commanded judges to be over My people Israel, and have caused you to rest from all your enemies. Also the LORD tells you Rthat He will make you a house.*

12“When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.

13R“He shall build a house for My name, and I will Restablish the throne of his kingdom forever.

14R“I will be his Father, and he shall be My son. If he commits iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of men.

15“But My mercy shall not depart from him, Ras I took it from Saul, whom I removed from before you.

16“And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you.* Your throne shall be established forever.”’”

17According to all these words and according to all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David.

David Praises God––1 Chr. 17:16–27

18Then King David went in and sat before the LORD; and he said: R“Who am I, O Lord GOD? And what is my house, that You have brought me this far?

19“And yet this was a small thing in Your sight, O Lord GOD; and You have also spoken of Your servant’s house for a great while to come. RIs this the manner of man, O Lord GOD?

20“Now what more can David say to You? For You, Lord GOD, know Your servant.

21“For Your word’s sake, and according to Your own heart, You have done all these great things, to make Your servant know them.

22“Therefore RYou are great, O Lord GOD.* For there is none like You, nor is there any God besides You, according to all that we have heard with our ears.

23“And who is like Your people, like Israel, Rthe one nation on the earth whom God went to redeem for Himself as a people, to make for Himself a name—and to do for Yourself great and awesome deeds for Your land—before RYour people whom You redeemed for Yourself from Egypt, the nations, and their gods?

24“For RYou have made Your people Israel Your very own people forever; and You, LORD, have become their God.

25R“Now, O LORD God, the word which You have spoken concerning Your servant and concerning his house, establish it forever and do as You have said.

26R“So let Your name be magnified forever, saying, ‘The LORD of hosts is the God over Israel.’ And let the house of Your servant David be established before You.

27“For You, O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, have revealed this to Your servant, saying, ‘I will build you a house.’ Therefore Your servant has found it in his heart to pray this prayer to You.

28“And now, O Lord GOD, You are God, and Your words are true, and You have promised this goodness to Your servant.

29“Now therefore, let it please You to bless the house of Your servant, that it may continue before You forever; for You, O Lord GOD, have spoken it, and with Your blessing let the house of Your servant be blessed Rforever.”




CHAPTER 8

David Defeats Philistia––1 Chr. 18:1

1After this it came to pass that David Tat tacked the Philistines and subdued them. And David took Metheg Ammah from the hand of the Philistines.

David Defeats Moab––1 Chr. 18:2

2Then Rhe defeated Moab. Forcing them down to the ground, he measured them off with a line. With two lines he measured off those to be put to death, and with one full line those to be kept alive. So the Moabites became David’s Rservants, and Rbrought tribute.

David Defeats Zobah and Syria 1 Chr. 18:3–8

3David also defeated Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went to recover his territory at the River Euphrates.

4David took from him one thousand chariots, seven hundred* horsemen, and twenty thousand foot soldiers. Also David Rhamstrung all the chariot horses, except that he spared enough of them for one hundred chariots.

5When the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadadezer king of Zobah, David killed twenty-two thousand of the Syrians.

6Then David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus; and the Syrians became David’s servants, and brought tribute. So the LORD preserved David wherever he went.

7And David took the shields of gold that had belonged to the servants of Hadadezer, and brought them to Jerusalem.

8Also from Betah* and from RBerothai, cities of Hadadezer, King David took a large amount of bronze.

David Receives Spoil from His Enemies 1 Chr. 18:9–12

9When Toi* king of RHamath heard that David had defeated all the army of Hadadezer, 

10then Toi sent Joram* his son to King David, to Tgreet him and bless him, because he had fought against Hadadezer and defeated him (for Hadadezer had been at war with Toi); and Joram brought with him articles of silver, articles of gold, and articles of bronze.

11King David also Rdedicated these to the LORD, along with the silver and gold that he had dedicated from all the nations which he had subdued—

12from Syria, * from Moab, from the people of Ammon, from the RPhilistines, from Amalek, and from the spoil of Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah.

David’s Righteous Rule over Israel 1 Chr. 18:13–17

13And David made himself a Rname when he returned from killing eighteen thousand Syrians* in the Valley of Salt.

14He also put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he put garrisons, and Rall the Edomites became David’s servants. And the LORD preserved David wherever he went.

15So David reigned over all Israel; and David administered judgment and justice to all his people.

16RJoab the son of Zeruiah was over the army; RJehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder;

17RZadok the son of Ahitub and Ahimelech the son of Abiathar were the priests; Seraiah* was the scribe;

18Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over both the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and David’s sons were chief ministers.




CHAPTER 9

David’s Righteous Rule over Mephibosheth

1Now David said, “Is there still anyone who is left of the house of Saul, that I may Rshow him Tkindness for Jonathan’s sake?”

2And there was a servant of the house of Saul whose name was RZiba. So when they had called him to David, the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” He said, “At your service!”

3Then the king said, “Is there not still someone of the house of Saul, to whom I may show Rthe kindness of God?” And Ziba said to the king, “There is still a son of Jonathan who is lame in his feet.”

4So the king said to him, “Where is he?” And Ziba said to the king, “Indeed he is in the house of RMachir the son of Ammiel, in Lo Debar.”

5Then King David sent and brought him out of the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, from Lo Debar.

6Now when Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, had come to David, he fell on his face and prostrated himself. Then David said, “Mephibosheth?” And he answered, “Here is your servant!”

7So David said to him, “Do not fear, for I will surely show you kindness for Jonathan your father’s sake, and will restore to you all the land of Saul your grandfather; and you shall eat bread at my table continually.”

8Then he bowed himself, and said, “What is your servant, that you should look upon such Ra dead dog as I?”

9And the king called to Ziba, Saul’s servant, and said to him, R“I have given to your master’s son all that belonged to Saul and to all his house.

10“You therefore, and your sons and your servants, shall work the land for him, and you shall bring in the harvest, that your master’s son may have food to eat. But Mephibosheth your master’s son shall eat bread at my table always.” Now Ziba had Rfifteen sons and twenty servants.

11Then Ziba said to the king, “According to all that my lord the king has commanded his servant, so will your servant do.” “As for Mephibosheth, ” said the king, “he shall eat at my table* like one of the king’s sons.”

12Mephibosheth had a young son Rwhose name was Micha. And all who dwelt in the house of Ziba were servants of Mephibosheth.

13So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem, for he ate continually at the king’s table. And he was lame in both his feet.




CHAPTER 10

Insult of Ammon––1 Chr. 19:1–5

1It happened after this that the Rking of the people of Ammon died, and Hanun his son reigned in his place.

2Then David said, “I will show kindness to Hanun the son of Nahash, as his father showed kindness to me.” So David sent by the hand of his servants to comfort him concerning his father. And David’s servants came into the land of the people of Ammon.

3And the princes of the people of Ammon said to Hanun their lord, “Do you think that David really honors your father because he has sent comforters to you? Has David not rather sent his servants to you to search the city, to spy it out, and to overthrow it?”

4Therefore Hanun took David’s servants, shaved off half of their beards, cut off their garments in the middle, Rat their buttocks, and sent them away.

5When they told David, he sent to meet them, because the men were greatly Tashamed. And the king said, “Wait at Jericho until your beards have grown, and then return.”

Ammon Is Defeated––1 Chr. 19:6–15

6When the people of Ammon saw that they Rhad made themselves repulsive to David, the people of Ammon sent and hired Rthe Syrians of RBeth Rehob and the Syrians of Zoba, twenty thousand foot soldiers; and from the king of Maacah one thousand men, and from Ish-Tob twelve thousand men.

7Now when David heard of it, he sent Joab and all the army of the mighty men.

8Then the people of Ammon came out and put themselves in battle array at the entrance of the gate. And Rthe Syrians of Zoba, Beth Rehob, Ish-Tob, and Maacah were by themselves in the field.

9When Joab saw that the battle line was against him before and behind, he chose some of Israel’s best and put them in battle array against the Syrians.

10And the rest of the people he put under the command of RAbishai his brother, that he might set them in battle array against the people of Ammon.

11Then he said, “If the Syrians are too strong for me, then you shall help me; but if the people of Ammon are too strong for you, then I will come and help you.

12R“Be of good courage, and let us Rbe strong for our people and for the cities of our God. And may Rthe LORD do what is good in His sight.”

13So Joab and the people who were with him drew near for the battle against the Syrians, and they fled before him.

14When the people of Ammon saw that the Syrians were fleeing, they also fled before Abishai, and entered the city. So Joab returned from the people of Ammon and went to RJerusalem.

Syria Is Defeated––1 Chr. 19:16–19

15When the Syrians saw that they had been defeated by Israel, they gathered together.

16Then Hadadezer* sent and brought out the Syrians who were beyond the River, * and they came to Helam. And TShobach the commander of Hadadezer’s army went before them.

17When it was told David, he gathered all Israel, crossed over the Jordan, and came to Helam. And the Syrians set themselves in battle array against David and fought with him.

18Then the Syrians fled before Israel; and David killed seven hundred charioteers and forty thousand Rhorsemen of the Syrians, and struck Shobach the commander of their army, who died there.

19And when all the kings who were servants to Hadadezer* saw that they were defeated by Israel, they made peace with Israel and served them. So the Syrians were afraid to help the people of Ammon anymore.




CHAPTER 11

The Sin of Adultery

1It happened in the spring of the year, at the Rtime when kings go out to battle, that David sent Joab and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the people of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.

2Then it happened one evening that David arose from his bed Rand walked on the roof of the king’s house. And from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful to behold.

3So David sent and inquired about the woman. And someone said, “Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the RHittite?”

4Then David sent messengers, and took her; and she came to him, and he lay with her, for she was cleansed from her impurity; and she returned to her house.

5And the woman conceived; so she sent and told David, and said, “I am with child.”

Uriah Does Not Sleep with Bathsheba

6Then David sent to Joab, saying, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to David.

7When Uriah had come to him, David asked how Joab was doing, and how the people were doing, and how the war prospered.

8And David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and Rwash your feet.” So Uriah departed from the king’s house, and a gift of food from the king followed him.

9But Uriah slept at the door of the king’s house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house.

10So when they told David, saying, “Uriah did not go down to his house, ” David said to Uriah, “Did you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to your house?”

11And Uriah said to David, R“The ark and Israel and Judah are dwelling in tents, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are encamped in the open fields. Shall I then go to my house to eat and drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do this thing.”

12Then David said to Uriah, “Wait here today also, and tomorrow I will let you depart.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next.

13Now when David called him, he ate and drank before him; and he made him Rdrunk. And at evening he went out to lie on his bed with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house.

David Commands Uriah’s Murder

14In the morning it happened that David Rwrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah.

15And he wrote in the letter, saying, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the Thottest battle, and retreat from him, that he may Rbe struck down and die.”

16So it was, while Joab besieged the city, that he assigned Uriah to a place where he knew there were valiant men.

17Then the men of the city came out and fought with Joab. And some of the people of the servants of David fell; and Uriah the Hittite died also.

18Then Joab sent and told David all the things concerning the war, 

19and charged the messenger, saying, “When you have finished telling the matters of the war to the king, 

20“if it happens that the king’s wrath rises, and he says to you: ‘Why did you approach so near to the city when you fought? Did you not know that they would shoot from the wall?

21‘Who struck Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth?* Was it not a woman who cast a piece of a millstone on him from the wall, so that he died in Thebez? Why did you go near the wall?’—then you shall say, ‘Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.’”

22So the messenger went, and came and told David all that Joab had sent by him.

23And the messenger said to David, “Surely the men prevailed against us and came out to us in the field; then we drove them back as far as the entrance of the gate.

24“The archers shot from the wall at your servants; and some of the king’s servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.”

25Then David said to the messenger, “Thus you shall say to Joab: ‘Do not let this thing Tdisplease you, for the sword devours one as well as another. Strengthen your attack against the city, and overthrow it.’ So encourage him.”

David and Bathsheba Marry

26When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned for her husband.

27And when her mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she Rbecame his wife and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done Rdispleased the LORD.




CHAPTER 12

Prophecy of the Sword

1Then the LORD sent Nathan to David. And Rhe came to him, and Rsaid to him: “There were two men in one city, one rich and the other poor.

2“The rich man had exceedingly many flocks and herds.

3“But the poor man had nothing, except one little ewe lamb which he had bought and nourished; and it grew up together with him and with his children. It ate of his own food and drank from his own cup and lay in his bosom; and it was like a daughter to him.

4“And a traveler came to the rich man, who refused to take from his own flock and from his own herd to prepare one for the wayfaring man who had come to him; but he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him.”

5So David’s anger was greatly aroused against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the man who has done this shall surely die!

6“And he shall restore Rfourfold for the lamb, because he did this thing and because he had no pity.”

7Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘I Ranointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul.

8‘I gave you your master’s house and your master’s wives into your keeping, and gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if that had been too little, I also would have given you much more!

9R‘Why have you despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in His sight? You have killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the people of Ammon.

10‘Now therefore, Rthe sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’

11“Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own house; and I will Rtake your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun.

12‘For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, before the sun.’”

David Repents for His Sin

13RSo David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” And Nathan said to David, “The LORD also has Rput away your sin; you shall not die.

14“However, because by this deed you have given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD Rto blaspheme, the child also who is born to you shall surely die.”

God Takes Away the Son of Adultery

15Then Nathan departed to his house.

And the LORD struck the child that Uriah’s wife bore to David, and it became ill.

16David therefore pleaded with God for the child, and David fasted and went in and Rlay all night on the ground.

17So the elders of his house arose and went to him, to raise him up from the ground. But he would not, nor did he eat food with them.

18Then on the seventh day it came to pass that the child died. And the servants of David were afraid to tell him that the child was dead. For they said, “Indeed, while the child was alive, we spoke to him, and he would not heed our voice. How can we tell him that the child is dead? He may do some harm!”

19When David saw that his servants were whispering, David perceived that the child was dead. Therefore David said to his servants, “Is the child dead?” And they said, “He is dead.”

20So David arose from the ground, washed and Ranointed himself, and changed his clothes; and he went into the house of the LORD and worshiped. Then he went to his own house; and when he requested, they set food before him, and he ate.

21Then his servants said to him, “What is this that you have done? You fasted and wept for the child while he was alive, but when the child died, you arose and ate food.”

22And he said, “While the child was alive, I fasted and wept; Rfor I said, ‘Who can tell whether the LORD* will be gracious to me, that the child may live?’

23“But now he is dead; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.”

God Gives Another Son

24Then David comforted Bathsheba his wife, and went in to her and lay with her. So she bore a son, and he* called his name Solomon. Now the LORD loved him, 

25and He sent word by the hand of Nathan the prophet: So he* called his name Jedidiah, * because of the LORD.

Joab’s Loyalty to David––1 Chr. 20:1–3

26Now RJoab fought against RRabbah of the people of Ammon, and took the royal city.

27And Joab sent messengers to David, and said, “I have fought against Rabbah, and I have taken the city’s water supply.

28“Now therefore, gather the rest of the people together and encamp against the city and take it, lest I take the city and it be called after my name.”

29So David gathered all the people together and went to Rabbah, fought against it, and took it.

30RThen he took their king’s crown from his head. Its weight was a talent of gold, with precious stones. And it was set on David’s head. Also he brought out the spoil of the city in great abundance.

31And he brought out the people who were in it, and put them to work with saws and iron picks and iron axes, and made them cross over to the brick works. So he did to all the cities of the people of Ammon. Then David and all the people returned to Jerusalem.




CHAPTER 13

Incest in David’s House

1 After this RAbsalom the son of David had a lovely sister, whose name was RTamar; and RAmnon the son of David loved her.

2Amnon was so distressed over his sister Tamar that he became sick; for she was a virgin. And it was improper for Amnon to do anything to her.

3But Amnon had a friend whose name was Jonadab Rthe son of Shimeah, David’s brother. Now Jonadab was a very crafty man.

4And he said to him, “Why are you, the king’s son, becoming thinner day after day? Will you not tell me?” Amnon said to him, “I love Tamar, my brother Absalom’s sister.”

5So Jonadab said to him, “Lie down on your bed and pretend to be ill. And when your father comes to see you, say to him, ‘Please let my sister Tamar come and give me food, and prepare the food in my sight, that I may see it and eat it from her hand.’”

6Then Amnon lay down and pretended to be ill; and when the king came to see him, Amnon said to the king, “Please let Tamar my sister come and Rmake a couple of cakes for me in my sight, that I may eat from her hand.”

7And David sent home to Tamar, saying, “Now go to your brother Amnon’s house, and prepare food for him.”

8So Tamar went to her brother Amnon’s house; and he was lying down. Then she took flour and kneaded it, made cakes in his sight, and baked the cakes.

9And she took the pan and placed them out before him, but he refused to eat. Then Amnon said, “Have everyone go out from me.” And they all went out from him.

10Then Amnon said to Tamar, “Bring the food into the bedroom, that I may eat from your hand.” And Tamar took the cakes which she had made, and brought them to Amnon her brother in the bedroom.

11Now when she had brought them to him to eat, Rhe took hold of her and said to her, “Come, lie with me, my sister.”

12But she answered him, “No, my brother, do not Tforce me, for Rno such thing should be done in Israel. Do not do this disgraceful thing!

13“And I, where could I take my shame? And as for you, you would be like one of the fools in Israel. Now therefore, please speak to the king; Rfor he will not withhold me from you.”

14However, he would not heed her voice; and being stronger than she, he Rforced her and lay with her.

15Then Amnon hated her Texceedingly, so that the hatred with which he hated her was greater than the love with which he had loved her. And Amnon said to her, “Arise, be gone!”

16So she said to him, “No, indeed! This evil of sending me away is worse than the other that you did to me.” But he would not listen to her.

17Then he called his servant who attended him, and said, “Here! Put this woman out, away from me, and bolt the door behind her.”

18Now she had on Ra robe of many colors, for the king’s virgin daughters wore such apparel. And his servant put her out and bolted the door behind her.

19Then Tamar put Rashes on her head, and tore her robe of many colors that was on her, and Rlaid her hand on her head and went away crying bitterly.

20And Absalom her brother said to her, “Has Amnon your brother been with you? But now hold your peace, my sister. He is your brother; do not take this thing to heart.” So Tamar remained desolate in her brother Absalom’s house.

Amnon Is Murdered

21But when King David heard of all these things, he was very angry.

22And Absalom spoke to his brother Amnon Rneither good nor bad. For Absalom Rhated Amnon, because he had forced his sister Tamar.

23And it came to pass, after two full years, that Absalom Rhad sheepshearers in Baal Hazor, which is near Ephraim; so Absalom invited all the king’s sons.

24Then Absalom came to the king and said, “Kindly note, your servant has sheepshearers; please, let the king and his servants go with your servant.”

25But the king said to Absalom, “No, my son, let us not all go now, lest we be a burden to you.” Then he urged him, but he would not go; and he blessed him.

26Then Absalom said, “If not, please let my brother Amnon go with us.” And the king said to him, “Why should he go with you?”

27But Absalom urged him; so he let Amnon and all the king’s sons go with him.

28Now Absalom had commanded his servants, saying, “Watch now, when Amnon’s Rheart is merry with wine, and when I say to you, ‘Strike Amnon!’ then kill him. Do not be afraid. Have I not commanded you? Be courageous and valiant.”

29So the servants of Absalom Rdid to Amnon as Absalom had commanded. Then all the king’s sons arose, and each one got on Rhis mule and fled.

30And it came to pass, while they were on the way, that news came to David, saying, “Absalom has killed all the king’s sons, and not one of them is left!”

31So the king arose and tore his garments and lay on the ground, and all his servants stood by with their clothes torn.

32Then RJonadab the son of Shimeah, David’s brother, answered and said, “Let not my lord suppose they have killed all the young men, the king’s sons, for only Amnon is dead. For by the command of Absalom this has been determined from the day that he forced his sister Tamar.

33“Now therefore, Rlet not my lord the king take the thing to his heart, to think that all the king’s sons are dead. For only Amnon is dead.”

34Then Absalom fled. And the young man who was keeping watch lifted his eyes and looked, and there, many people were coming from the road on the hillside behind him.*

35And Jonadab said to the king, “Look, the king’s sons are coming; as your servant said, so it is.”

36So it was, as soon as he had finished speaking, that the king’s sons indeed came, and they lifted up their voice and wept. Also the king and all his servants wept very bitterly.

Flight of Absalom

37But Absalom fled and went to Talmai the son of Ammihud, king of Geshur. And David mourned for his son every day.

38So Absalom fled and went to RGeshur, and was there three years.

39And King David* longed to go to* Absalom. For he had been comforted concerning Amnon, because he was dead.




CHAPTER 14

Return of Absalom

1So Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived that the king’s heart was concerned Rabout Absalom.

2And Joab sent to Tekoa and brought from there a wise woman, and said to her, “Please pretend to be a mourner, and put on mourning apparel; do not anoint yourself with oil, but act like a woman who has been mourning a long time for the dead.

3“Go to the king and speak to him in this manner.” So Joab Rput the words in her mouth.

4And when the woman of Tekoa spoke* to the king, she fell on her face to the ground and prostrated herself, and said, R“Help, O king!”

5Then the king said to her, “What troubles you?” And she answered, R“Indeed I am a widow, my husband is dead.

6“Now your maidservant had two sons; and the two fought with each other in the field, and there was no one to part them, but the one struck the other and killed him.

7“And now the whole family has risen up against your maidservant, and they said, ‘Deliver him who struck his brother, that we may execute him for the life of his brother whom he killed; and we will destroy the heir also.’ So they would extinguish my ember that is left, and leave to my husband neither name nor remnant on the earth.”

8Then the king said to the woman, “Go to your house, and I will give orders concerning you.”

9And the woman of Tekoa said to the king, “My lord, O king, let the Tiniquity be on me and on my father’s house, and the king and his throne be guiltless.”

10So the king said, “Whoever says anything to you, bring him to me, and he shall not touch you anymore.”

11Then she said, “Please let the king remember the LORD your God, and do not permit Rthe avenger of blood to destroy anymore, lest they destroy my son.” And he said, “As the LORD lives, not one hair of your son shall fall to the ground.”

12Therefore the woman said, “Please, let your maidservant speak another word to my lord the king.” And he said, “Say on.”

13So the woman said: “Why then have you schemed such a thing against Rthe people of God? For the king speaks this thing as one who is guilty, in that the king does not bring his banished one home again.

14“For we Rwill surely die and become like water spilled on the ground, which cannot be gathered up again. Yet God does not Rtake away a life; but He Rdevises means, so that His banished ones are not Texpelled from Him.

15“Now therefore, I have come to speak of this thing to my lord the king because the people have made me afraid. And your maidservant said, ‘I will now speak to the king; it may be that the king will perform the request of his maidservant.

16‘For the king will hear and deliver his maidservant from the hand of the man who would destroy me and my son together from the Rinheritance of God.’

17“Your maidservant said, ‘The word of my lord the king will now be comforting; for Ras the angel of God, so is my lord the king in discerning good and evil. And may the LORD your God be with you.’”

18Then the king answered and said to the woman, “Please do not hide from me anything that I ask you.” And the woman said, “Please, let my lord the king speak.”

19So the king said, “Is the hand of Joab with you in all this?” And the woman answered and said, “As you live, my lord the king, no one can turn to the right hand or to the left from anything that my lord the king has spoken. For your servant Joab commanded me, and Rhe put all these words in the mouth of your maidservant.

20“To bring about this change of affairs your servant Joab has done this thing; but my lord is wise, Raccording to the wisdom of the angel of God, to know everything that is in the earth.”

21And the king said to Joab, “All right, I have granted this thing. Go therefore, bring back the young man Absalom.”

22Then Joab fell to the ground on his face and bowed himself, and Tthanked the king. And Joab said, “Today your servant knows that I have found favor in your sight, my lord, O king, in that the king has fulfilled the request of his servant.”

23So Joab arose and went to Geshur, and brought Absalom to Jerusalem.

24And the king said, “Let him return to his own house, but do not let him see my face.” So Absalom returned to his own house, but did not see the king’s face.

Deceit of Absalom

25Now in all Israel there was no one who was praised as much as Absalom for his good looks. RFrom the sole of his foot to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him.

26And when he cut the hair of his head—at the end of every year he cut it because it was heavy on him—when he cut it, he weighed the hair of his head at two hundred shekels according to the king’s standard.

27To Absalom were born three sons, and one daughter whose name was Tamar. She was a woman of beautiful appearance.

28And Absalom dwelt two full years in Jerusalem, but did not see the king’s face.

29Therefore Absalom sent for Joab, to send him to the king, but he would not come to him. And when he sent again the second time, he would not come.

30So he said to his servants, “See, Joab’s field is near mine, and he has barley there; go and set it on fire.” And Absalom’s servants set the field on fire.

31Then Joab arose and came to Absalom’s house, and said to him, “Why have your servants set my field on fire?”

32And Absalom answered Joab, “Look, I sent to you, saying, ‘Come here, so that I may send you to the king, to say, “Why have I come from Geshur? It would be better for me to be there still.”’ Now therefore, let me see the king’s face; but Rif there is iniquity in me, let him execute me.”

33So Joab went to the king and told him. And when he had called for Absalom, he came to the king and bowed himself on his face to the ground before the king. Then the king Rkissed Absalom.




CHAPTER 15

1After this it happened that Absalom provided himself with chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him.

2Now Absalom would rise early and stand beside the way to the gate. So it was, whenever anyone who had a lawsuit came to the king for a decision, that Absalom would call to him and say, “What city are you from?” And he would say, “Your servant is from such and such a tribe of Israel.”

3Then Absalom would say to him, “Look, your Tcase is good and right; but there is no deputy of the king to hear you.” 

4Moreover Absalom would say, “Oh, that I were made judge in the land, and everyone who has any suit or cause would come to me; then I would give him justice.”

5And so it was, whenever anyone came near to bow down to him, that he would put out his hand and take him and kiss him.

6In this manner Absalom acted toward all Israel who came to the king for judgment. RSo Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel.

Rebellion of Absalom

7Now it came to pass Rafter forty* years that Absalom said to the king, “Please, let me go to RHebron and pay the vow which I made to the LORD.

8R“For your servant took a vow Rwhile I dwelt at Geshur in Syria, saying, ‘If the LORD indeed brings me back to Jerusalem, then I will serve the LORD.’”

9And the king said to him, “Go in peace.” So he arose and went to Hebron.

10Then Absalom sent spies throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, “As soon as you hear the sound of the trumpet, then you shall say, ‘Absalom reigns in Hebron!’”

11And with Absalom went two hundred men Rinvited from Jerusalem, and they Rwent along innocently and did not know anything.

12Then Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, RDavid’s counselor, from his city—from RGiloh—while he offered sacrifices. And the conspiracy grew strong, for the people with Absalom Rcontinually increased in number.

Flight of David

13Now a messenger came to David, saying, R“The hearts of the men of Israel are Twith Absalom.”

14So David said to all his servants who were with him at Jerusalem, “Arise, and let us Rflee, or we shall not escape from Absalom. Make haste to depart, lest he overtake us suddenly and bring disaster upon us, and strike the city with the edge of the sword.”

15And the king’s servants said to the king, “We are your servants, ready to do whatever my lord the king commands.”

16Then the king went out with all his household after him. But the king left ten women, concubines, to keep the house.

17And the king went out with all the people after him, and stopped at the outskirts.

18Then all his servants passed before him; Rand all the Cherethites, all the Pelethites, and all the Gittites, six hundred men who had followed him from Gath, passed before the king.

19Then the king said to RIttai the Gittite, “Why are you also going with us? Return and remain with the king. For you are a foreigner and also an exile from your own place.

20“In fact, you came only yesterday. Should I make you wander up and down with us today, since I go RI know not where? Return, and take your brethren back. Mercy and truth be with you.”

21But Ittai answered the king and said, “As the LORD lives, and as my lord the king lives, surely in whatever place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also your servant will be.”

22So David said to Ittai, “Go, and cross over.” Then Ittai the Gittite and all his men and all the little ones who were with him crossed over.

23And all the country wept with a loud voice, and all the people crossed over. The king himself also crossed over the Brook Kidron, and all the people crossed over toward the way of the wilderness.

24There was RZadok also, and all the Levites with him, bearing the Rark of the covenant of God. And they set down the ark of God, and RAbiathar went up until all the people had finished crossing over from the city.

25Then the king said to Zadok, “Carry the ark of God back into the city. If I find favor in the eyes of the LORD, He Rwill bring me back and show me both it and RHis dwelling place.

26“But if He says thus: ‘I have no Rdelight in you, ’ here I am, Rlet Him do to me as seems good to Him.”

27The king also said to Zadok the priest, “Are you not a Rseer?T Return to the city in peace, and Ryour two sons with you, Ahimaaz your son, and Jonathan the son of Abiathar.

28“See, RI will wait in the plains of the wilderness until word comes from you to inform me.”

29Therefore Zadok and Abiathar carried the ark of God back to Jerusalem. And they remained there.

30So David went up by the Ascent of the Mount of Olives, and wept as he went up; and he Rhad his head covered and went barefoot. And all the people who were with him covered their heads and went up, weeping as they went up.

31Then someone told David, saying, R“Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom.” And David said, “O LORD, I pray, Rturn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness!”

32Now it happened when David had come to the top of the mountain, where he worshiped God—there was Hushai the RArchite coming to meet him Rwith his robe torn and dust on his head.

33David said to him, “If you go on with me, then you will become a burden to me.

34“But if you return to the city, and say to Absalom, ‘I will be your servant, O king; as I was your father’s servant previously, so I will now also be your servant, ’ then you may defeat the counsel of Ahithophel for me.

35“And do you not have Zadok and Abiathar the priests with you there? Therefore it will be that whatever you hear from the king’s house, you shall tell to RZadok and Abiathar the priests.

36“Indeed they have there Rwith them their two sons, Ahimaaz, Zadok’s son, and Jonathan, Abiathar’s son; and by them you shall send me everything you hear.”

37So Hushai, David’s friend, went into the city. And Absalom came into Jerusalem.




CHAPTER 16

1WhenR David was a little past the top of the mountain, there was Ziba the servant of Mephibosheth, who met him with a couple of saddled donkeys, and on them two hundred loaves of bread, one hundred clusters of raisins, one hundred summer fruits, and a skin of wine.

2And the king said to Ziba, “What do you mean to do with these?” So Ziba said, “The donkeys are for the king’s household to ride on, the bread and summer fruit for the young men to eat, and the wine for those who are faint in the wilderness to drink.”

3Then the king said, “And where is your master’s son?” And Ziba said to the king, “Indeed he is staying in Jerusalem, for he said, ‘Today the house of Israel will restore the kingdom of my father to me.’”

4So the king said to Ziba, “Here, all that belongs to Mephibosheth is yours.” And Ziba said, “I humbly bow before you, that I may find favor in your sight, my lord, O king!”

5Now when King David came to RBahurim, there was a man from the family of the house of Saul, whose name was RShimei the son of Gera, coming from there. He came out, cursing continuously as he came.

6And he threw stones at David and at all the servants of King David. And all the people and all the mighty men were on his right hand and on his left.

7Also Shimei said thus when he cursed: “Come out! Come out! You bloodthirsty man, Ryou Trogue!

8“The LORD has Rbrought upon you all Rthe blood of the house of Saul, in whose place you have reigned; and the LORD has delivered the kingdom into the hand of Absalom your son. So now you are caught in your own evil, because you are a bloodthirsty man!”

9Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why should this Rdead dog Rcurse my lord the king? Please, let me go over and take off his head!”

10But the king said, “What have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? So let him curse, because Rthe LORD has said to him, ‘Curse David.’ RWho then shall say, ‘Why have you done so?’”

11And David said to Abishai and all his servants, “See how Rmy son who Rcame from my own body seeks my life. How much more now may this Benjamite? Let him alone, and let him curse; for so the LORD has ordered him.

12“It may be that the LORD will look on my affliction, * and that the LORD will repay me with good for his cursing this day.”

13And as David and his men went along the road, Shimei went along the hillside opposite him and cursed as he went, threw stones at him and kicked up dust.

14Now the king and all the people who were with him became weary; so they refreshed themselves there.

Reign of Absalom

15Meanwhile RAbsalom and all the people, the men of Israel, came to Jerusalem; and Ahithophel was with him.

16And so it was, when Hushai the Archite, RDavid’s friend, came to Absalom, that RHushai said to Absalom, “Long live the king! Long live the king!”

17So Absalom said to Hushai, “Is this your loyalty to your friend? RWhy did you not go with your friend?”

18And Hushai said to Absalom, “No, but whom the LORD and this people and all the men of Israel choose, his I will be, and with him I will remain.

19Furthermore, whom should I serve? Should I not serve in the presence of his son? As I have served in your father’s presence, so will I be in your presence.”

20Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, “Give advice as to what we should do.”

21And Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Go in to your father’s Rconcubines, whom he has left to keep the house; and all Israel will hear that you Rare abhorred by your father. Then the hands of all who are with you will be strong.”

22So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the top of the house, and Absalom went in to his father’s concubines Rin the sight of all Israel.

23Now the advice of Ahithophel, which he gave in those days, was as if one had inquired at the oracle of God. So was all the advice of Ahithophel Rboth with David and with Absalom.




CHAPTER 17

1Moreover Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Now let me choose twelve thousand men, and I will arise and pursue David tonight.

2“I will come upon him while he is Rweary and weak, and make him afraid. And all the people who are with him will flee, and I will Rstrike only the king.

3“Then I will bring back all the people to you. When all return except the man whom you seek, all the people will be at peace.”

4And the saying pleased Absalom and all the Relders of Israel.

5Then Absalom said, “Now call Hushai the Archite also, and let us hear what he Rsays too.”

6And when Hushai came to Absalom, Absalom spoke to him, saying, “Ahithophel has spoken in this manner. Shall we do as he says? If not, speak up.”

7So Hushai said to Absalom: “The advice that Ahithophel has given is not good at this time.

8“For, ” said Hushai, “you know your father and his men, that they are mighty men, and they are enraged in their minds, like Ra bear robbed of her cubs in the field; and your father is a man of war, and will not camp with the people.

9“Surely by now he is hidden in some pit, or in some other place. And it will be, when some of them are overthrown at the first, that whoever hears it will say, ‘There is a slaughter among the people who follow Absalom.’

10“And even he who is valiant, whose heart is like the heart of a lion, will Rmelt completely. For all Israel knows that your father is a mighty man, and those who are with him are valiant men.

11“Therefore I advise that all Israel be fully gathered to you, from Dan to Beersheba, like the sand that is by the sea for multitude, and that you go to battle in person.

12“So we will come upon him in some place where he may be found, and we will fall on him as the dew falls on the ground. And of him and all the men who are with him there shall not be left so much as one.

13“Moreover, if he has withdrawn into a city, then all Israel shall bring ropes to that city; and we will pull it into the river, until there is not one small stone found there.”

14So Absalom and all the men of Israel said, “The advice of Hushai the Archite is better than the advice of Ahithophel.” For the LORD had purposed to defeat the good advice of Ahithophel, to the intent that the LORD might bring disaster on Absalom.

15Then Hushai said to Zadok and Abiathar the priests, “Thus and so Ahithophel advised Absalom and the elders of Israel, and thus and so I have advised.

16“Now therefore, send quickly and tell David, saying, ‘Do not spend this night in the plains of the wilderness, but speedily cross over, lest the king and all the people who are with him be swallowed up.’”

17RNow Jonathan and Ahimaaz Rstayed at En Rogel, for they dared not be seen coming into the city; so a female servant would come and tell them, and they would go and tell King David.

18Nevertheless a lad saw them, and told Absalom. But both of them went away quickly and came to a man’s house Rin Bahurim, who had a well in his court; and they went down into it.

19RThen the woman took and spread a covering over the well’s mouth, and spread ground grain on it; and the thing was not known.

20And when Absalom’s servants came to the woman at the house, they said, “Where are Ahimaaz and Jonathan?” So Rthe woman said to them, “They have gone over the water brook.” And when they had searched and could not find them, they returned to Jerusalem.

21Now it came to pass, after they had departed, that they came up out of the well and went and told King David, and said to David, R“Arise and cross over the water quickly. For thus has Ahithophel advised against you.”

22So David and all the people who were with him arose and crossed over the Jordan. By morning light not one of them was left who had not gone over the Jordan.

23Now when Ahithophel saw that his advice was not followed, he saddled a donkey, and arose and went home to his house, to his city. Then he put his household in order, and Rhanged himself, and died; and he was buried in his father’s tomb.

24Then David went to RMahanaim. And Absalom crossed over the Jordan, he and all the men of Israel with him.

25And Absalom made RAmasa captain of the army instead of Joab. This Amasa was the son of a man whose name was Jithra, * an Israelite, * who had gone in to RAbigail the daughter of Nahash, sister of Zeruiah, Joab’s mother.

26So Israel and Absalom encamped in the land of Gilead.

27Now it happened, when David had come to Mahanaim, that Shobi the son of Nahash from Rabbah of the people of Ammon, Machir the son of Ammiel from Lo Debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite from Rogelim, 

28brought beds and basins, earthen vessels and wheat, barley and flour, parched grain and beans, lentils and parched seeds, 

29honey and curds, sheep and cheese of the herd, for David and the people who were with him to eat. For they said, “The people are hungry and weary and thirsty Rin the wilderness.”




CHAPTER 18

Absalom’s Murder

1And David Tnumbered the people who were with him, and Rset captains of thousands and captains of hundreds over them.

2Then David sent out one third of the people under the hand of Joab, Rone third under the hand of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, and one third under the hand of RIttai the Gittite. And the king said to the people, “I also will surely go out with you myself.”

3RBut the people answered, “You shall not go out! For if we flee away, they will not care about us; nor if half of us die, will they care about us. But you are worth ten thousand of us now. For you are now more help to us in the city.”

4Then the king said to them, “Whatever seems best to you I will do.” So the king stood beside the gate, and all the people went out by hundreds and by thousands.

5Now the king had commanded Joab, Abishai, and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for my sake with the young man Absalom.” RAnd all the people heard when the king gave all the captains orders concerning Absalom.

6So the people went out into the field of battle against Israel. And the battle was in the Rwoods of Ephraim.

7The people of Israel were overthrown there before the servants of David, and a great slaughter of twenty thousand took place there that day.

8For the battle there was scattered over the face of the whole countryside, and the woods devoured more people that day than the sword devoured.

9Then Absalom met the servants of David. Absalom rode on a mule. The mule went under the thick boughs of a great terebinth tree, and Rhis head caught in the terebinth; so he was left hanging between heaven and earth. And the mule which was under him went on.

10Now a certain man saw it and told Joab, and said, “I just saw Absalom hanging in a terebinth tree!”

11So Joab said to the man who told him, “You just saw him! And why did you not strike him there to the ground? I would have given you ten shekels of silver and a belt.”

12But the man said to Joab, “Though I were to receive a thousand shekels of silver in my hand, I would not raise my hand against the king’s son. RFor in our hearing the king commanded you and Abishai and Ittai, saying, ‘Beware lest anyone touch the young man Absalom!’*

13“Otherwise I would have dealt falsely against my own life. For there is nothing hidden from the king, and you yourself would have set yourself against me.”

14Then Joab said, “I cannot linger with you.” And he took three spears in his hand and thrust them through Absalom’s heart, while he was still alive in the midst of the terebinth tree.

15And ten young men who bore Joab’s armor surrounded Absalom, and struck and killed him.

16So Joab blew the trumpet, and the people returned from pursuing Israel. For Joab held back the people.

17And they took Absalom and cast him into a large pit in the woods, and Rlaid a very large heap of stones over him. Then all Israel fled, everyone to his tent.

18Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and set up a pillar for himself, which is in the King’s Valley. For he said, “I have no son to keep my name in remembrance.” He called the pillar after his own name. And to this day it is called Absalom’s Monument.

19Then RAhimaaz the son of Zadok said, “Let me run now and take the news to the king, how the LORD has Tavenged him of his enemies.”

20And Joab said to him, “You shall not take the news this day, for you shall take the news another day. But today you shall take no news, because the king’s son is dead.”

21Then Joab said to the Cushite, “Go, tell the king what you have seen.” So the Cushite bowed himself to Joab and ran.

22And Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said again to Joab, “But Twhatever happens, please let me also run after the Cushite.” So Joab said, “Why will you run, my son, since you have no news ready?”

23“But whatever happens, ” he said, “let me run.” So he said to him, “Run.” Then Ahimaaz ran by way of the plain, and outran the Cushite.

24Now David was sitting between the Rtwo gates. And the watchman went up to the roof over the gate, to the wall, lifted his eyes and looked, and there was a man, running alone.

25Then the watchman cried out and told the king. And the king said, “If he is alone, there is news in his mouth.” And he came rapidly and drew near.

26Then the watchman saw another man running, and the watchman called to the gatekeeper and said, “There is another man, running alone!” And the king said, “He also brings news.”

27So the watchman said, T“I think the running of the first is like the running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok.” And the king said, “He is a good man, and comes with Rgood news.”

28So Ahimaaz called out and said to the king, “All is well!” Then he bowed down with his face to the earth before the king, and said, “Blessed be the LORD your God, who has delivered up the men who raised their hand against my lord the king!”

29The king said, “Is the young man Absalom safe?” Ahimaaz answered, “When Joab sent the king’s servant and me your servant, I saw a great tumult, but I did not know what it was about.”

30And the king said, “Turn aside and stand here.” So he turned aside and stood still.

31Just then the Cushite came, and the Cushite said, “There is good news, my lord the king! For the LORD has avenged you this day of all those who rose against you.”

32And the king said to the Cushite, “Is the young man Absalom safe?” So the Cushite answered, “May the enemies of my lord the king, and all who rise against you to do harm, be like that young man!”

33Then the king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept. And as he went, he said thus: R“O my son Absalom—my son, my son Absalom—if only I had died in your place! O Absalom my son, Rmy son!”




CHAPTER 19

Reproof of Joab

1And Joab was told, “Behold, the king is weeping and mourning for Absalom.”

2So the victory that day was turned into Rmourning for all the people. For the people heard it said that day, “The king is grieved for his son.”

3And the people Tstole back into the city that day, as people who are ashamed steal away when they flee in battle.

4But the king covered his face, and the king cried out with a loud voice, “O my son Absalom! O Absalom, my son, my son!”

5Then RJoab came into the house to the king, and said, “Today you have disgraced all your servants who today have saved your life, the lives of your sons and daughters, the lives of your wives and the lives of your concubines, 

6“in that you love your enemies and hate your friends. For you have declared today that you regard neither princes nor servants; for today I perceive that if Absalom had lived and all of us had died today, then it would have pleased you well.

7“Now therefore, arise, go out and speak Tcomfort to your servants. For I swear by the LORD, if you do not go out, not one will stay with you this night. And that will be worse for you than all the evil that has befallen you from your youth until now.”

Restoration of David

8Then the king arose and sat in the gate. And they told all the people, saying, “There is the king, sitting in the gate.” So all the people came before the king. For everyone of Israel had fled to his tent.

9Now all the people were in a dispute throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, “The king saved us from the hand of our Renemies, he delivered us from the hand of the Philistines, and now he has fled from the land because of Absalom.

10“But Absalom, whom we anointed over us, has died in battle. Now therefore, why do you say nothing about bringing back the king?”

11So King David sent to RZadok and Abiathar the priests, saying, “Speak to the elders of Judah, saying, ‘Why are you the last to bring the king back to his house, since the words of all Israel have come to the king, to his very house?

12‘You are my brethren, you are Rmy bone and my flesh. Why then are you the last to bring back the king?’

13R“And say to Amasa, ‘Are you not my bone and my flesh? RGod do so to me, and more also, if you are not commander of the army before me Tcontinually in place of Joab.’”

14So he swayed the hearts of all the men of Judah, Rjust as the heart of one man, so that they sent this word to the king: “Return, you and all your servants!”

15Then the king returned and came to the Jordan. And Judah came to RGilgal, to go to meet the king, to escort the king Racross the Jordan.

16And RShimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite, who was from Bahurim, hurried and came down with the men of Judah to meet King David.

17There were a thousand men of Benjamin with him, and Ziba the servant of the house of Saul, and his fifteen sons and his twenty servants with him; and they went over the Jordan before the king.

18Then a ferryboat went across to carry over the king’s household, and to do what he thought good.

Now Shimei the son of Gera fell down before the king when he had crossed the Jordan.

19Then he said to the king, “Do not let my lord impute iniquity to me, or remember what wrong your servant did on the day that my lord the king left Jerusalem, that the king should take it to heart.

20“For I, your servant, know that I have sinned. Therefore here I am, the first to come today of all Rthe house of Joseph to go down to meet my lord the king.”

21But Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered and said, “Shall not Shimei be put to death for this, Rbecause he Rcursed the LORD’s anointed?”

22And David said, R“What have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you should be adversaries to me today? RShall any man be put to death today in Israel? For do I not know that today I am king over Israel?”

23Therefore the king said to Shimei, “You shall not die.” And the king swore to him.

24Now RMephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet the king. And he had not cared for his feet, nor trimmed his mustache, nor washed his clothes, from the day the king departed until the day he returned in peace.

25So it was, when he had come to Jerusalem to meet the king, that the king said to him R“Why did you not go with me, Mephibo-sheth?

26And he answered, “My lord, O king, my servant deceived me. For your servant said, ‘I will saddle a donkey for myself, that I may ride on it and go to the king, ’ because your servant is lame.

27“And Rhe has slandered your servant to my lord the king, but my lord the king is like the angel of God. Therefore do what is good in your eyes.

28“For all my father’s house were but dead men before my lord the king. Yet you set your servant among those who eat at your own table. Therefore what right have I still to Tcry out anymore to the king?”

29So the king said to him, “Why do you speak anymore of your matters? I have said, ‘You and Ziba divide the land.’”

30Then Mephibosheth said to the king, “Rather, let him take it all, inasmuch as my lord the king has come back in peace to his own house.”

31And RBarzillai the Gileadite came down from Rogelim and went across the Jordan with the king, to escort him across the Jordan.

32Now Barzillai was a very aged man, eighty years old. And he had provided the king with supplies while he stayed at Mahanaim, for he was a very rich man.

33And the king said to Barzillai, “Come across with me, and I will provide for you while you are with me in Jerusalem.”

34But Barzillai said to the king, “How long have I to live, that I should go up with the king to Jerusalem?

35“I am today Reighty years old. Can I discern between the good and bad? Can your servant taste what I eat or what I drink? Can I hear any longer the voice of singing men and singing women? Why then should your servant be a further burden to my lord the king?

36“Your servant will go a little way across the Jordan with the king. And why should the king repay me with such a reward?

37“Please let your servant turn back again, that I may die in my own city, near the grave of my father and mother. But here is your servant RChimham; let him cross over with my lord the king, and do for him what seems good to you.”

38And the king answered, “Chimham shall cross over with me, and I will do for him what seems good to you. Now whatever you request of me, I will do for you.”

39Then all the people went over the Jordan. And when the king had crossed over, the king kissed Barzillai and blessed him, and he returned to his own place.

40Now the king went on to Gilgal, and Chimham* went on with him. And all the people of Judah escorted the king, and also half the people of Israel.

41Just then all the men of Israel came to the king, and said to the king, “Why have our brethren, the men of Judah, stolen you away and Rbrought the king, his household, and all David’s men with him across the Jordan?”

42So all the men of Judah answered the men of Israel, “Because the king is a close relative of ours. Why then are you angry over this matter? Have we ever eaten at the king’s expense? Or has he given us any gift?”

43And the men of Israel answered the men of Judah, and said, “We have Rten shares in the king; therefore we also have more right to David than you. Why then do you despise us—were we not the first to advise bringing back our king?” Yet Rthe words of the men of Judah were fiercer than the words of the men of Israel.




CHAPTER 20

1And there happened to be there a rebel, * whose name was Sheba the son of Bichri, a Benjamite. And he blew a trumpet, and said:

R“We have no share in David, 

Nor do we have inheritance in the son of Jesse;

Every man to his tents, O Israel!”

2So every man of Israel deserted David, and followed Sheba the son of Bichri. But the men of Judah, from the Jordan as far as Jerusalem, remained loyal to their king.

3Now David came to his house at Jerusalem. And the king took the ten women, Rhis concubines whom he had left to keep the house, and put them in seclusion and supported them, but did not go in to them. So they were shut up to the day of their death, living in widowhood.

4And the king said to Amasa, R“Assemble the men of Judah for me within three days, and be present here yourself.”

5So Amasa went to assemble the men of Judah. But he delayed longer than the set time which David had appointed him.

6And David said to RAbishai, “Now Sheba the son of Bichri will do us more harm than Absalom. Take your lord’s servants and pursue him, lest he find for himself fortified cities, and escape us.”

7So Joab’s men, with the Cherethites, the Pelethites, and all the mighty men, went out after him. And they went out of Jerusalem to pursue Sheba the son of Bichri.

8When they were at the large stone which is in Gibeon, Amasa came before them. Now Joab was dressed in battle armor; on it was a belt with a sword fastened in its sheath at his hips; and as he was going forward, it fell out.

9Then Joab said to Amasa, “Are you in health, my brother?” And Joab took Amasa by the beard with his right hand to kiss him.

10But Amasa did not notice the sword that was in Joab’s hand. And Rhe struck him with it Rin the stomach, and his entrails poured out on the ground; and he did not strike him again. Thus he died. Then Joab and Abishai his brother pursued Sheba the son of Bichri.

11Meanwhile one of Joab’s men stood near Amasa, and said, “Whoever favors Joab and whoever is for David—follow Joab!”

12But Amasa wallowed in his blood in the middle of the highway. And when the man saw that all the people stood still, he moved Amasa from the highway to the field and threw a garment over him, when he saw that everyone who came upon him halted.

13When he was removed from the highway, all the people went on after Joab to pursue Sheba the son of Bichri.

14And he went through all the tribes of Israel to RAbel and Beth Maachah and all the Berites. So they were gathered together and also went after Sheba.*

15Then they came and besieged him in Abel of Beth Maachah; and they cast up a siege mound against the city, and it stood by the rampart. And all the people who were with Joab battered the wall to throw it down.

16Then a wise woman cried out from the city, “Hear, hear! Please say to Joab, ‘Come nearby, that I may speak with you.’”

17When he had come near to her, the woman said, “Are you Joab?” He answered, “I am.” Then she said to him, “Hear the words of your maidservant.” And he answered, “I am listening.”

18So she spoke, saying, “They used to talk in former times, saying, ‘They shall surely seek guidance at Abel, ’ and so they would end disputes.

19“I am among the peaceable and faithful in Israel. You seek to destroy a city and a mother in Israel. Why would you swallow up Rthe inheritance of the LORD?”

20And Joab answered and said, “Far be it, far be it from me, that I should swallow up or destroy!

21“That is not so. But a man from the mountains of Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri by name, has raised his hand against the king, against David. Deliver him only, and I will depart from the city.” So the woman said to Joab, “Watch, his head will be thrown to you over the wall.”

22Then the woman Rin her wisdom went to all the people. And they cut off the head of Sheba the son of Bichri, and threw it out to Joab. Then he blew a trumpet, and they withdrew from the city, every man to his tent. So Joab returned to the king at Jerusalem.

23And Joab was over all the army of Israel; Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the Cherethites and the Pelethites;

24Adoram was in charge of revenue; Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder;

25Sheva was scribe; RZadok and Abiathar were the priests;

26Rand Ira the Jairite was Ta chief minister under David.




CHAPTER 21

Famine

1Now there was a famine in the days of David for three years, year after year; and David Rinquired of the LORD. And the LORD answered, “It is because of Saul and his bloodthirsty house, because he killed the Gibeonites.”

2So the king called the Gibeonites and spoke to them. Now the Gibeonites were not of the children of Israel, but Rof the remnant of the Amorites; the children of Israel had sworn protection to them, but Saul had sought to kill them in his zeal for the children of Israel and Judah.

3Therefore David said to the Gibeonites, “What shall I do for you? And with what shall I make atonement, that you may bless Rthe inheritance of the LORD?”

4And the Gibeonites said to him, “We will have no silver or gold from Saul or from his house, nor shall you kill any man in Israel for us.” So he said, “Whatever you say, I will do for you.”

5Then they answered the king, “As for the man who consumed us and plotted against us, that we should be destroyed from remaining in any of the territories of Israel, 

6“let seven men of his descendants be delivered to us, and we will hang them before the LORD in Gibeah of Saul, whom the LORD chose.” And the king said, “I will give them.”

7But the king spared Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, because of the LORD’s oath that was between them, between David and Jonathan the son of Saul.

8So the king took Armoni and Mephibo-sheth, the two sons of RRizpah the daughter of Aiah, whom she bore to Saul, and the five sons of Michal* the daughter of Saul, whom she brought up for Adriel the son of Barzillai the Meholathite;

9and he delivered them into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they hanged them on the hill Rbefore the LORD. So they fell, all seven together, and were put to death in the days of harvest, in the first days, in the beginning of barley harvest.

10Now RRizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackcloth and spread it for herself on the rock, Rfrom the beginning of harvest until the late rains poured on them from heaven. And she did not allow the birds of the air to rest on them by day nor the beasts of the field by night.

11And David was told what Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had done.

12Then David went and took the bones of Saul, and the bones of Jonathan his son, from the men of RJabesh Gilead who had stolen them from the street of Beth Shan, * where the RPhilistines had hung them up, after the Philistines had struck down Saul in Gilboa.

13So he brought up the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son from there; and they gathered the bones of those who had been hanged.

14They buried the bones of Saul and Jonathan his son in the country of Benjamin in RZelah, in the tomb of Kish his father. So they performed all that the king commanded. And after that RGod heeded the prayer for the land.

War with Philistia—1 Chr. 20:4–8

15When the Philistines were at war again with Israel, David and his servants with him went down and fought against the Philistines; and David grew faint.

16Then Ishbi-Benob, who was one of the sons of Tthe Rgiant, the weight of whose bronze spear was three hundred shekels, who was bearing a new sword, thought he could kill David.

17But Abishai the son of Zeruiah came to his aid, and struck the Philistine and killed him. Then the men of David swore to him, saying, “You shall go out no more with us to battle, lest you quench the lamp of Israel.”

18RNow it happened afterward that there was again a battle with the Philistines at Gob. Then RSibbechai the Hushathite killed Saph, * who was one of the sons of the giant.

19Again there was war at Gob with the Philistines, where Elhanan the son of Jaare-Oregim* the Bethlehemite killed the brother of Goliath the Gittite, the shaft of whose spear was like a weaver’s beam.

20Yet again Rthere was war at Gath, where there was a man of great stature, who had six fingers on each hand and six toes on each foot, twenty-four in number; and he also was born to Tthe giant.

21So when he defied Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimea, * David’s brother, killed him.

22RThese four were born to the giant in Gath, and fell by the hand of David and by the hand of his servants.




CHAPTER 22

Psalms of Thanksgiving

1Then David spoke to the LORD the words of this song, on the day when the LORD had delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul.

2And he said:*

R“The LORD is my rock and my Rfortress and my deliverer;

3The God of my strength, Rin whom I will trust;

My Rshield and the Rhorn of my salvation, 

My stronghold and my refuge;

My Savior, You save me from violence.

4I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised;

So shall I be saved from my enemies.

5“When the waves of death surrounded me, 

The floods of ungodliness Tmade me afraid.

6The sorrows of Sheol surrounded me;

The snares of death confronted me.

7In my distress RI called upon the LORD, 

And cried out to my God;

He Rheard my voice from His temple, 

And my cry entered His ears.

8“Then Rthe earth shook and trembled;

RThe foundations of heaven* quaked and were shaken, 

Because He was angry.

9Smoke went up from His nostrils, 

And devouring Rfire from His mouth;

Coals were kindled by it.

10He Rbowed the heavens also, and came down

With darkness under His feet.

11He rode upon a cherub, and flew;

And He was seen* Rupon the wings of the wind.

12He made Rdarkness canopies around Him, 

Dark waters and thick clouds of the skies.

13From the brightness before Him

Coals of fire were kindled.

14“The LORD thundered from heaven, 

And the Most High uttered His voice.

15He sent out arrows and scattered them;

Lightning bolts, and He vanquished them.

16Then the channels of the sea Rwere seen, 

The foundations of the world were uncovered, 

At the Rrebuke of the LORD, 

At the blast of the breath of His nostrils.

17“He sent from above, He took me, 

He drew me out of many waters.

18He delivered me from my strong enemy, 

From those who hated me;

For they were too strong for me.

19They confronted me in the day of my calamity, 

But the LORD was my Rsupport.

20RHe also brought me out into a broad place;

He delivered me because He Rdelighted in me.

21“TheR LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness;

According to the Rcleanness of my hands

He has recompensed me.

22For I have Rkept the ways of the LORD, 

And have not wickedly departed from my God.

23For all His Rjudgments were before me;

And as for His statutes, I did not depart from them.

24I was also blameless before Him, 

And I kept myself from my iniquity.

25Therefore the LORD has recompensed me according to my righteousness, 

According to my cleanness in His eyes.*

26“With Rthe merciful You will show Yourself merciful;

With a blameless man You will show Yourself blameless;

27With the pure You will show Yourself pure;

And Rwith the devious You will show Yourself shrewd.

28You will save the humble people;

But Your eyes are on Rthe haughty, that You may bring them down.

29“For You are my lamp, O LORD;

The LORD shall enlighten my darkness.

30For by You I can run against a troop;

By my God I can leap over a wall.

31As for God, His way is perfect;

The word of the LORD is proven;

He is a shield to all who trust in Him.

32“For who is God, except the LORD?

And who is a rock, except our God?

33God is my strength and power, *

And He makes my* way perfect.

34He makes my* feet like the feet of deer, 

And sets me on my high places.

35He teaches my hands Tto make war, 

So that my arms can bend a bow of bronze.

36“You have also given me the shield of Your salvation;

Your gentleness has made me great.

37You Renlarged my path under me;

So my feet did not slip.

38“I have pursued my enemies and destroyed them;

Neither did I turn back again till they were destroyed.

39And I have destroyed them and wounded them, 

So that they could not rise;

They have fallen Runder my feet.

40For You have Rarmed me with strength for the battle;

You have subdued under me Rthose who rose against me.

41You have also given me the Rnecks of my enemies, 

So that I destroyed those who hated me.

42They looked, but there was none to save;

Even Rto the LORD, but He did not answer them.

43Then I beat them as fine Ras the dust of the earth;

I trod them Rlike dirt in the streets, 

And I Tspread them out.

44“YouR have also delivered me from the Tstrivings of my people;

You have kept me as the Rhead of the nations.

RA people I have not known shall serve me.

45The foreigners submit to me;

As soon as they hear, they obey me.

46The foreigners fade away, 

And come frightened* Rfrom their hideouts.

47“The LORD lives!

Blessed be my Rock!

Let God be exalted, 

The RRock of my salvation!

48It is God who avenges me, 

And subdues the peoples under me;

49He delivers me from my enemies.

You also lift me up above those who rise against me;

You have delivered me from the Rviolent man.

50Therefore I will give thanks to You, O LORD, among the Gentiles, 

And sing praises to Your name.

51“He is the tower of salvation to His king, 

And shows mercy to His Ranointed, 

To David and Rhis descendants forevermore.”




CHAPTER 23

1Now these are the last words of David.

Thus says David the son of Jesse;

Thus says the man raised up on high, 

The anointed of the God of Jacob, 

And the sweet psalmist of Israel:

2“The Spirit of the LORD spoke by me, 

And His word was on my tongue.

3The God of Israel said, 

The Rock of Israel spoke to me:

‘He who rules over men must be just, 

Ruling Rin the fear of God.

4And Rhe shall be like the light of the morning when the sun rises, 

A morning without clouds, 

Like the tender grass springing out of the earth, 

By clear shining after rain.’

5“Although my house is not so with God, 

RYet He has made with me an everlasting covenant, 

Ordered in all things and secure.

For this is all my salvation and all my desire;

Will He not make it increase?

6But the sons of rebellion shall all be as thorns thrust away, 

Because they cannot be taken with hands.

7But the man who touches them

Must be Tarmed with iron and the shaft of a spear, 

And they shall be utterly burned with fire in their place.”

Deeds of David’s Mighty Men 1 Chr. 11:10–41

8These are the names of the mighty men whom David had: Josheb-Basshebeth* the Tachmonite, chief among the captains.* He was called Adino the Eznite, because he had killed eight hundred men at one time.

9And after him was Eleazar the son of Dodo, * the Ahohite, one of the three mighty men with David when they defied the Philistines who were gathered there for battle, and the men of Israel had retreated.

10He arose and attacked the Philistines until his hand was Rweary, and his hand stuck to the sword. The LORD brought about a great victory that day; and the people returned after him only to plunder.





11And after him was RShammah the son of Agee the Hararite. The Philistines had gathered together into a troop where there was a piece of ground full of lentils. So the people fled from the Philistines.

12But he stationed himself in the middle of the field, defended it, and killed the Philistines. So the LORD brought about a great victory.

13Then Rthree of the thirty chief men went down at harvest time and came to David at Rthe cave of Adullam. And the troop of Philistines encamped in Rthe Valley of Rephaim.

14David was then in Rthe stronghold, and the garrison of the Philistines was then in Bethlehem.

15And David said with longing, “Oh, that someone would give me a drink of the water from the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!”

16So the three mighty men broke through the camp of the Philistines, drew water from the well of Bethlehem that was by the gate, and took it and brought it to David. Nevertheless he would not drink it, but poured it out to the LORD.

17And he said, “Far be it from me, O LORD, that I should do this! Is this not the blood of the men who went in jeopardy of their lives?” Therefore he would not drink it. These things were done by the three mighty men.

18Now RAbishai the brother of Joab, the son of Zeruiah, was chief of another three.* He lifted his spear against three hundred men, killed them, and won a name among these three.

19Was he not the most honored of three? Therefore he became their captain. However, he did not attain to the first three.

20Benaiah was the son of Jehoiada, the son of a valiant man from RKabzeel, who had done many deeds. RHe had killed two lion-like heroes of Moab. He also had gone down and killed a lion in the midst of a pit on a snowy day.

21And he killed an Egyptian, a spectacular man. The Egyptian had a spear in his hand; so he went down to him with a staff, wrested the spear out of the Egyptian’s hand, and killed him with his own spear.

22These things Benaiah the son of Jehoiada did, and won a name among three mighty men.

23He was more honored than the thirty, but he did not attain to the first three. And David appointed him over his guard.

24RAsahel the brother of Joab was one of the thirty; Elhanan the son of Dodo of Bethlehem, 

25RShammah the Harodite, Elika the Harodite, 

26Helez the Paltite, Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite, 

27Abiezer the Anathothite, Mebunnai the Hushathite, 

28Zalmon the Ahohite, Maharai the Netophathite, 

29Heleb the son of Baanah (the Netoph-athite), Ittai the son of Ribai from Gibeah of the children of Benjamin, 

30Benaiah a Pirathonite, Hiddai from the brooks of RGaash, 

31Abi-Albon the Arbathite, Azmaveth the Barhumite, 

32Eliahba the Shaalbonite (of the sons of Jashen), Jonathan, 

33RShammah the Hararite, Ahiam the son of Sharar the Hararite, 

34Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai, the son of the Maachathite, Eliam the son of RAhithophel the Gilonite, 

35Hezrai* the Carmelite, Paarai the Arbite, 

36Igal the son of Nathan of RZobah, Bani the Gadite, 

37Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Beerothite (armorbearer of Joab the son of Zeruiah), 

38Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 

39and RUriah the Hittite: thirty-seven in all.




CHAPTER 24

The Census and the Plague—1 Chr. 21:1–17

1Again Rthe anger of the LORD was aroused against Israel, and He moved David against them to say, R“Go, number Israel and Judah.”

2So the king said to Joab the commander of the army who was with him, “Now go throughout all the tribes of Israel, from Dan to Beersheba, and count the people, that I may know the number of the people.”

3And Joab said to the king, “Now may the LORD your God add to the people a hundred times more than there are, and may the eyes of my lord the king see it. But why does my lord the king desire this thing?”

4Nevertheless the king’s word Tprevailed against Joab and against the captains of the army. Therefore Joab and the captains of the army went out from the presence of the king to count the people of Israel.

5And they crossed over the Jordan and camped in RAroer, on the right side of the town which is in the midst of the ravine of Gad, and toward Jazer.

6Then they came to Gilead and to the land of Tahtim Hodshi; they came to RDan Jaan and around to Sidon;

7and they came to the stronghold of RTyre and to all the cities of the Hivites and the Canaanites. Then they went out to South Judah as far as Beersheba.

8So when they had gone through all the land, they came to Jerusalem at the end of nine months and twenty days.

9Then Joab gave the sum of the number of the people to the king. And there were in Israel eight hundred thousand valiant men who drew the sword, and the men of Judah were five hundred thousand men.

10And RDavid’s heart condemned him after he had numbered the people. So RDavid said to the LORD, “I have sinned greatly in what I have done; but now, I pray, O LORD, take away the iniquity of Your servant, for I have done very foolishly.”

11Now when David arose in the morning, the word of the LORD came to the prophet RGad, David’s seer, saying, 

12“Go and tell David, ‘Thus says the LORD: “I offer you three things; choose one of them for yourself, that I may do it to you.”’”

13So Gad came to David and told him; and he said to him, “Shall Rseven* years of famine come to you in your land? Or shall you flee three months before your enemies, while they pursue you? Or shall there be three days’ plague in your land? Now consider and see what answer I should take back to Him who sent me.”

14And David said to Gad, “I am in great distress. Please let us fall into the hand of the LORD, for His mercies are great; but do not let me fall into the hand of man.”

15So Rthe LORD sent a plague upon Israel from the morning till the appointed time. From Dan to Beersheba seventy thousand men of the people died.

16RAnd when the angel* stretched out His hand over Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD relented from the destruction, and said to the angel who was destroying the people, “It is enough; now restrain your hand.” And the angel of the LORD was by the threshing floor of Araunah* the Jebusite.

17Then David spoke to the LORD when he saw the angel who was striking the people, and said, “Surely I have sinned, and I have done wickedly; but these sheep, what have they done? Let Your hand, I pray, be against me and against my father’s house.”

18And Gad came that day to David and said to him, R“Go up, erect an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.”

19So David, according to the word of Gad, went up as the LORD commanded.

20Now Araunah looked, and saw the king and his servants coming toward him. So Araunah went out and bowed before the king with his face to the ground.

21Then Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king come to his servant?” And David said, “To buy the threshing floor from you, to build an altar to the LORD, that the plague may be withdrawn from the people.”

22Now Araunah said to David, “Let my lord the king take and offer up whatever seems good to him. Look, here are oxen for burnt sacrifice, and threshing implements and the yokes of the oxen for wood.

23“All these, O king, Araunah has given to the king.” And Araunah said to the king, “May the LORD your God accept you.”

24Then the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will surely buy it from you for a price; nor will I offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God with that which costs me nothing.” So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver.

25And David built there an altar to the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. RSo the LORD heeded the prayers for the land, and Rthe plague was withdrawn from Israel.
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The First Book of The Kings
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THE BOOK OF 1 KINGS

The first half of 1 Kings traces the life of Solomon. Under his leadership Israel rises to the peak of her size and glory. Solomon’s great accomplishments, including the unsurpassed splendor of the temple he constructs in Jerusalem, bring him worldwide fame and respect. However, Solomon’s zeal for God diminishes in his later years, as pagan wives turn his heart away from worship in the temple of God. As a result, the king with the divided heart leaves behind a divided kingdom. For the next century, the Book of 1 Kings traces the twin histories of two sets of kings and two nations of disobedient people who are growing indifferent to God’s prophets and precepts.

Like the two books of Samuel, the two books of Kings were originally one in the Hebrew Bible. The original title was Melechim, “Kings, ” taken from the first word in 1:1, Vehamelech, “Now King.” The Septuagint artificially divided the book of Kings in the middle of the story of Ahaziah into two books. It called the books of Samuel “First and Second Kingdoms” and the books of Kings “Third and Fourth Kingdoms.” The Septuagint may have divided Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles into two books each because the Greek required a greater amount of scroll space than did the Hebrew. The Latin title for these books is Liber Regum Tertius et Quartus, “Third and Fourth Book of Kings.”
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THE AUTHOR OF 1 KINGS

The author of 1 and 2 Kings is unknown, but evidence supports the talmudic tradition that Kings was written by the prophet Jeremiah. The author was clearly a prophet/ historian as seen in the prophetic exposé of apostasy. Both 1 and 2 Kings emphasize God’s righteous judgment on idolatry and immorality. The style of these books is also similar to that found in Jeremiah. The phrase “to this day” in 1 Kings 8:8 and 12:19 indicates a time of authorship prior to the Babylonian captivity (586 B.C.). However, the last two chapters of 2 Kings were written after the captivity, probably by a Jewish captive in Babylon.

Evidently, the majority of 1 and 2 Kings was written before 586 B.C. by a compiler who had access to several historical documents. Some of these are mentioned: “the book of the acts of Solomon” (11:41), “the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel” (14:19), and “the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah” (14:29; 15:7). These books may have been a part of the official court records (see 2 Kin. 18:18). In addition, Isaiah 36–39 was probably used as a source (cf. 2 Kin. 18–20).
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THE TIME OF 1 KINGS

The Book of Kings was written to the remaining kingdom of Judah before and after its Babylonian exile. The majority was compiled by a contemporary of Jeremiah, if not by Jeremiah himself (c. 646–570 B.C.). It is a record of disobedience, idolatry, and ungodliness, which serves as an explanation for the Assyrian captivity of Israel (722 B.C.) and the Babylonian captivity of Judah (586 B.C.). First Kings covers the 120 years from the beginning of Solomon’s reign in 971 B.C. through Ahaziah’s reign ending in 851 B.C. The key date is 931 B.C., the year the kingdom was divided into the northern nation of Israel and the southern nation of Judah.
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THE CHRIST OF 1 KINGS

Solomon typifies Christ in a number of ways. His fabled wisdom points ahead to “Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God” (1 Cor. 1:30). Solomon’s fame, glory, wealth, and honor foreshadow Christ in His kingdom. Solomon’s rulership brings knowledge, peace, and worship. However, despite Solomon’s splendor, the Son of Man later says of His coming, “indeed a greater than Solomon is here” (Matt. 12:42).

The prophet Elijah is more typical of John the Baptist than of Christ, but his prophetic ministry and miraculous works illustrate aspects of the life of Christ.
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KEYS TO 1 KINGS

Key Word: Division of the Kingdom—The theme of 1 Kings centers on the fact that the welfare of Israel and Judah depends upon the faithfulness of the people and their king to the covenant. Historically, it was written to give an account of the reigns of the kings from Solomon to Jehoshaphat (Judah) and Ahaziah (Israel). The two books of Kings as a whole trace the monarchy from the point of its greatest prosperity under Solomon to its demise and destruction in the Assyrian and Babylonian captivities.

Theologically, 1 Kings provides a prophetically oriented evaluation of the spiritual and moral causes that led to the political and economic demise of the two kingdoms. The material is too selective to be considered a biography of the kings. For example, Omri was one of Israel’s most important rulers from a political point of view, but because of his moral corruption, his achievements are dismissed in a mere eight verses. The lives of these kings are used to teach that observance of God’s law produces blessing, but apostasy is rewarded by judgment.

Key Verses: 1 Kings 9:4, 5; 11:11—“Now if you walk before Me as your father David walked, in integrity of heart and in uprightness, to do according to all that I have commanded you, and if you keep My statutes and My judgments, then I will establish the throne of your kingdom over Israel forever, as I promised David your father, saying, ‘You shall not fail to have a man on the throne of Israel’ ” (9:4, 5).

“Therefore the LORD said to Solomon, ‘Because you have done this, and have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom away from you and give it to your servant’ ” (11:11).

Key Chapter: 1 Kings 12—The critical turning point in 1 Kings occurs in chapter 12 when the united kingdom becomes the divided kingdom. Solomon dies, and his son Rehoboam becomes king and unwisely leads the nation into a civil war, which tragically rips the nation into two separate, and at times conflicting, nations. Instead of unity, 1 Kings records the history of the two kings, two capitals, and two religions.
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SURVEY OF 1 KINGS

The first half of 1 Kings concerns the life of one of the most amazing men who ever lived. More than any man before or since, he knew how to amass and creatively use great wealth. With the sole exception of Jesus Christ, Solomon is the wisest man in human history. He brings Israel to the peak of its size and glory; and yet, the kingdom is disrupted soon after his death, torn in two by civil strife. This book divides clearly into two sections: the united kingdom (1–11) and the divided kingdom (12–22).

United Kingdom (1–11): These chapters give an account of Solomon’s attainment of the throne, wisdom, architectural achievements, fame, wealth, and tragic unfaithfulness. Sol-omon’s half-brother Adonijah attempts to take the throne as David’s death is nearing, but Nathan the prophet alerts David who quickly directs the coronation of Solomon as coregent (ch. 1). Solomon still has to consolidate his power and deal with those who oppose his rule. Only when this is done is the kingdom “established in the hand of Solomon” (2:46). Solomon’s ungodly marriages (cf. 3:1) eventually turn his heart from the Lord, but he begins well with a genuine love for Yahweh and a desire for wisdom. This wisdom leads to the expansion of Israel to the zenith of her power. Solomon’s empire stretches from the border of Egypt to the border of Babylonia, and peace prevails.

From a theocratic perspective, Solomon’s greatest achievement is the building of the temple. The ark is placed in this exquisite building, which is filled with the glory of God. Solomon offers a magnificent prayer of dedication and binds the people with an oath to remain faithful to Yahweh.

Because the Lord is with him Solomon continues to grow in fame, power, and wealth. However, his wealth later becomes a source of trouble when he begins to purchase forbidden items. He acquires many foreign wives who lead him into idolatry. It is an irony of history that this wisest of men acts as a fool in his old age. God pronounces judgment and foretells that Solomon’s son will rule only a fraction of the kingdom (Judah).

Divided Kingdom (12–22): Upon Solomon’s death, God’s words come to pass. Sol-omon’s son Rehoboam chooses the foolish course of promising more severe taxation. Jeroboam, an officer in Solomon’s army, leads the ten northern tribes in revolt. They make him their king, leaving only Judah and Benjamin in the south under Rehoboam. This is the beginning of a chaotic period with two nations and two sets of kings. Continual enmity and strife exist between the northern and southern kingdoms. The north is plagued by apostasy (Jeroboam sets up a false system of worship) and the south by idolatry. Of all the northern and southern kings listed in this book, only Asa (15:9–24) and Jehoshaphat (22:41–50) do “what was right in the eyes of the LORD” (15:11; 22:43). All the others are idolaters, usurpers, and murderers.

Ahab brings a measure of cooperation between the northern and southern kingdoms, but he reaches new depths of wickedness as a king. He is the man who introduces Jezebel’s Baal worship to Israel. The prophet Elijah ministers during this low period in Israel’s history, providing a ray of light and witness of the word and power of God. But Ahab’s encounter with Elijah never brings him to turn from his false gods to God. Ahab’s treachery in the matter of Naboth’s vineyard causes a prophetic rebuke from Elijah (21). Ahab repents (21:27–29) but later dies in battle because of his refusal to heed the words of Micaiah, another prophet of God.
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OUTLINE OF 1 KINGS

Part One: The United Kingdom (1:1–11:43)

I. The Establishment of Solomon as King … 1:1–2:46

A. Appointment of Solomon as King … 1:1–53

1. Decline of David … 1:1–4

2. Plot of Adonijah to Be King … 1:5–9

3. Anointing of Solomon … 1:10–40

4. Submission of Adonijah … 1:41–53

B. Solidification of Solomon as King … 2:1–46

1. David’s Charge to Solomon … 2:1–9

2. David Dies … 2:10, 11

3. Solomon Is Established as King … 2:12

4. The Kingdom Is Purged … 2:13–46

II. The Rise of Solomon as King … 3:1–8:66

A. Solomon’s Request for Wisdom … 3:1–28

1. Unwise Marriage of Solomon … 3:1, 2

2. Request for Wisdom … 3:3–15

3. Display of Solomon’s Wisdom … 3:16–27

4. National Recognition of Solomon’s Wisdom … 3:28

B. Solomon’s Administration of Israel … 4:1–34

1. Eleven Princes … 4:1–6

2. Twelve Governors … 4:7–19

3. Solomon Reigns in Wisdom … 4:20–34

C. The Temple and Solomon’s House Are Constructed … 5:1–8:66

1. Construction of the Temple … 5:1–6:38

2. Construction of Solomon’s House … 7:1–12

3. Furnishings of the Temple … 7:13–51

4. Dedication of the Temple … 8:1–66
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1. The Rebuke of God … 11:9–13
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D. Death of Solomon … 11:41–43
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5. Continued Sin of Jeroboam … 13:33, 34
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CHAPTER 1

Decline of David

1Now King David was Rold, advanced in years; and they put covers on him, but he could not get warm.

2Therefore his servants said to him, “Let a young woman, a virgin, be sought for our lord the king, and let her Tstand before the king, and let her care for him; and let her lie in your bosom, that our lord the king may be warm.”

3So they sought for a lovely young woman throughout all the territory of Israel, and found Abishag the RShunammite, and brought her to the king.

4The young woman was very lovely; and she cared for the king, and served him; but the king did not know her.

Plot of Adonijah to Be King

5Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, “I will be king”; and he prepared for himself chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him.

6(And his father had not rebuked him at any time by saying, “Why have you done so?” He was also very good-looking. His mother had borne him after Absalom.)

7Then he conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest, and they followed and helped Adonijah.

8But Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei, Rei, and Rthe mighty men who belonged to David were not with Adonijah.

9And Adonijah sacrificed sheep and oxen and fattened cattle by the stone of Zoheleth, which is by REn Rogel; he also invited all his brothers, the king’s sons, and all the men of Judah, the king’s servants.

Anointing of Solomon

10But he did not invite Nathan the prophet, Benaiah, the mighty men, or RSolomon his brother.

11So Nathan spoke to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, saying, “Have you not heard that Adonijah the son of RHaggith has become king, and David our lord does not know it?

12“Come, please, let me now give you advice, that you may save your own life and the life of your son Solomon.

13“Go immediately to King David and say to him, ‘Did you not, my lord, O king, swear to your maidservant, saying, R“Assuredly your son Solomon shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne”? Why then has Adonijah become king?’

14“Then, while you are still talking there with the king, I also will come in after you and confirm your words.”

15So Bathsheba went into the chamber to the king. (Now the king was very old, and Abishag the Shunammite was serving the king.)

16And Bathsheba bowed and did homage to the king. Then the king said, “What is your wish?”

17Then she said to him, “My lord, Ryou swore by the LORD your God to your maidservant, saying, ‘Assuredly Solomon your son shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne.’

18“So now, look! Adonijah has become king; and now, my lord the king, you do not know about it.

19R“He has sacrificed oxen and fattened cattle and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the sons of the king, Abiathar the priest, and Joab the commander of the army; but Solomon your servant he has not invited.

20“And as for you, my lord, O king, the eyes of all Israel are on you, that you should tell them who will sit on the throne of my lord the king after him.

21“Otherwise it will happen, when my lord the king Rrests with his fathers, that I and my son Solomon will be counted as offenders.”

22And just then, while she was still talking with the king, Nathan the prophet also came in.

23So they told the king, saying, “Here is Nathan the prophet.” And when he came in before the king, he bowed down before the king with his face to the ground.

24And Nathan said, “My lord, O king, have you said, ‘Adonijah shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne’?

25“For he has gone down today, and has sacrificed oxen and fattened cattle and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the king’s sons, and the commanders of the army, and Abiathar the priest; and look! They are eating and drinking before him; and they say, ‘Long live King Adonijah!’

26“But he has not invited me—me your servant—nor Zadok the priest, nor Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, nor your servant Solomon.

27“Has this thing been done by my lord the king, and you have not told your servant who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?”

28Then King David answered and said, “Call Bathsheba to me.” So she came into the king’s presence and stood before the king.

29And the king took an oath and said, R“As the LORD lives, who has redeemed my life from every distress, 

30R“just as I swore to you by the LORD God of Israel, saying, ‘Assuredly Solomon your son shall be king after me, and he shall sit on my throne in my place, ’ so I certainly will do this day.”

31Then Bathsheba bowed with her face to the earth, and paid homage to the king, and said, “Let my lord King David live forever!”

32And King David said, “Call to me Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada.” So they came before the king.

33The king also said to them, R“Take with you the servants of your lord, and have Solomon my son ride on my own mule, and take him down to Gihon.

34“There let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet Ranoint him king over Israel; and Rblow the horn, and say, ‘Long live King Solomon!’

35“Then you shall come up after him, and he shall come and sit on my throne, and he shall be king in my place. For I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and Judah.”

36Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king and said, “Amen! May the LORD God of my lord the king say so too.

37R“As the LORD has been with my lord the king, even so may He be with Solomon, and Rmake his throne greater than the throne of my lord King David.”

38So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, RBenaiah the son of Jehoiada, the Cherethites, and the Pelethites went down and had Solomon ride on King David’s mule, and took him to Gihon.

39Then Zadok the priest took a horn of Roil from the tabernacle and anointed Solomon. And they blew the horn, and all the people said, “Long live King Solomon!”

40And all the people went up after him; and the people played the flutes and rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth seemed to split with their sound.

Submission of Adonijah

41Now Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as they finished eating. And when Joab heard the sound of the horn, he said, “Why is the city in such a noisy uproar?”

42While he was still speaking, there came Jonathan, the son of Abiathar the priest. And Adonijah said to him, “Come in, for you are a prominent man, and bring good news.”

43Then Jonathan answered and said to Adonijah, “No! Our lord King David has made Solomon king.

44“The king has sent with him Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the Cherethites, and the Pelethites; and they have made him ride on the king’s mule.

45“So Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king at Gihon; and they have gone up from there rejoicing, so that the city is in an uproar. This is the noise that you have heard.

46“Also Solomon Rsits on the throne of the kingdom.

47“And moreover the king’s servants have gone to bless our lord King David, saying, ‘May God make the name of Solomon better than your name, and may He make his throne greater than your throne.’ RThen the king bowed himself on the bed.

48“Also the king said thus, ‘Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, who has Rgiven one to sit on my throne this day, while my eyes see Rit!’ ”

49So all the guests who were with Adonijah were afraid, and arose, and each one went his way.

50Now Adonijah was afraid of Solomon; so he arose, and went and Rtook hold of the horns of the altar.

51And it was told Solomon, saying, “Indeed Adonijah is afraid of King Solomon; for look, he has taken hold of the horns of the altar, saying, ‘Let King Solomon swear to me today that he will not put his servant to death with the sword.’ ”

52Then Solomon said, “If he proves himself a worthy man, Rnot one hair of him shall fall to the earth; but if wickedness is found in him, he shall die.”

53So King Solomon sent them to bring him down from the altar. And he came and fell down before King Solomon; and Solomon said to him, “Go to your house.”




CHAPTER 2

David’s Charge to Solomon

1Now Rthe days of David drew near that he should die, and he Tcharged Solomon his son, saying:

2“I go the way of all the earth; be strong, therefore, and prove yourself a man.

3“And keep the charge of the LORD your God: to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His commandments, His judgments, and His testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn;

4“that the LORD may fulfill His word which He spoke concerning me, saying, ‘If your sons take heed to their way, to walk before Me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, ’ He said, ‘you shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’

5“Moreover you know also what Joab the son of Zeruiah Rdid to me, and what he did to the two commanders of the armies of Israel, to RAbner the son of Ner and Amasa the son of Jether, whom he killed. And he shed the blood of war in peacetime, and put the blood of war on his belt that was around his waist, and on his sandals that were on his feet.

6“Therefore do Raccording to your wisdom, and do not let his gray hair go down to the grave in peace.

7“But show kindness to the sons of RBarzillai the Gileadite, and let them be among those who eat at your table, for so Rthey came to me when I fled from Absalom your brother.

8“And see, you have with you RShimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite from Bahurim, who cursed me with a malicious curse in the day when I went to Mahanaim. But he came down to meet me at the Jordan, and I swore to him by the LORD, saying, ‘I will not put you to death with the sword.’

9“Now therefore, do not hold him guiltless, for you are a wise man and know what you ought to do to him; but bring his gray hair down to the grave with blood.”

David Dies—1 Chr. 3:4; 29:26–28

10So RDavid rested with his fathers, and was buried in the City of David.

11The period that David Rreigned over Israel was forty years; seven years he reigned in Hebron, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years.

Solomon Is Established as King 1 Chr. 29:23

12RThen Solomon sat on the throne of his father David; and his kingdom was Rfirmly established.

Adonijah Is Executed

13Now Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon. So she said, R“Do you come peaceably?” And he said, “Peaceably.”

14Moreover he said, “I have something to say to you.” And she said, “Say it.”

15Then he said, “You know that the kingdom was Rmine, and all Israel had set their expectations on me, that I should reign. However, the kingdom has been turned over, and has become my brother’s; for Rit was his from the LORD.

16“Now I ask one petition of you; do not deny me.” And she said to him, “Say it.”

17Then he said, “Please speak to King Solomon, for he will not refuse you, that he may give me Abishag the Shunammite as wife.”

18So Bathsheba said, “Very well, I will speak for you to the king.”

19Bathsheba therefore went to King Solomon, to speak to him for Adonijah. And the king rose up to meet her and Rbowed down to her, and sat down on his throne and had a throne set for the king’s mother; Rso she sat at his right hand.

20Then she said, “I desire one small petition of you; do not Trefuse me.” And the king said to her, “Ask it, my mother, for I will not refuse you.”

21So she said, “Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to Adonijah your brother as wife.”

22And King Solomon answered and said to his mother, “Now why do you ask Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? Ask for him the kingdom also—for he is my older brother—for him, and for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son of Zeruiah.”

23Then King Solomon swore by the LORD, saying, R“May God do so to me, and more also, if Adonijah has not spoken this word against his own life!

24“Now therefore, as the LORD lives, who has confirmed me and set me on the throne of David my father, and who has established a house* for me, as He Rpromised, Adonijah shall be put to death today!”

25So King Solomon sent by the hand of RBenaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he struck him down, and he died.

Abiathar Is Removed

26And to Abiathar the priest the king said, “Go to RAnathoth, to your own fields, for you are deserving of death; but I will not put you to death at this time, because you carried the ark of the Lord GOD before my father David, and because you were afflicted every time my father was afflicted.”

27So Solomon removed Abiathar from being priest to the LORD, that he might fulfill the word of the LORD which He spoke concerning the house of Eli at Shiloh.

Joab Is Executed

28Then news came to Joab, for Joab Rhad defected to Adonijah, though he had not defected to Absalom. So Joab fled to the tabernacle of the LORD, and Rtook hold of the horns of the altar.

29And King Solomon was told, “Joab has fled to the tabernacle of the LORD; there he is, by the altar.” Then Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, “Go, Rstrike him down.”

30So Benaiah went to the tabernacle of the LORD, and said to him, “Thus says the king, R‘Come out!’ ” And he said, “No, but I will die here.” And Benaiah brought back word to the king, saying, “Thus said Joab, and thus he answered me.”

31Then the king said to him, R“Do as he has said, and strike him down and bury him, that you may take away from me and from the house of my father the innocent blood which Joab shed.

32“So the LORD Rwill return his blood on his head, because he struck down two men more righteous and better than he, and killed them with the sword—Abner the son of Ner, the commander of the army of Israel, and Amasa the son of Jether, the commander of the army of Judah—though my father David did not know it.

33“Their blood shall therefore return upon the head of Joab and Rupon the head of his descendants forever. RBut upon David and his descendants, upon his house and his throne, there shall be peace forever from the LORD.”

34So Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up and struck and killed him; and he was buried in his own house in the wilderness.

35The king put Benaiah the son of Jehoiada in his place over the army, and the king put RZadok the priest in the place of RAbiathar.

Shimei Is Executed

36Then the king sent and called for RShimei, and said to him, “Build yourself a house in Jerusalem and dwell there, and do not go out from there anywhere.

37“For it shall be, on the day you go out and cross Rthe Brook Kidron, know for certain you shall surely die; your blood shall be on your own head.”

38And Shimei said to the king, “The saying is good. As my lord the king has said, so your servant will do.” So Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem many days.

39Now it happened at the end of three years, that two slaves of Shimei ran away to RAchish the son of Maachah, king of Gath. And they told Shimei, saying, “Look, your slaves are in Gath!”

40So Shimei arose, saddled his donkey, and went to Achish at Gath to seek his slaves. And Shimei went and brought his slaves from Gath.

41And Solomon was told that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to Gath and had come back.

42Then the king sent and called for Shimei, and said to him, “Did I not make you swear by the LORD, and warn you, saying, ‘Know for certain that on the day you go out and travel anywhere, you shall surely die’? And you said to me, ‘The word I have heard is good.’

43“Why then have you not kept the oath of the LORD and the commandment that I gave you?”

44The king said moreover to Shimei, “You know, as your heart acknowledges, Rall the wickedness that you did to my father David; therefore the LORD will return your wickedness on your own head.

45“But King Solomon shall be blessed, and Rthe throne of David shall be established before the LORD forever.”

46So the king commanded Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he went out and struck him down, and he died. Thus the kingdom was established in the hand of Solomon.




CHAPTER 3

Unwise Marriage of Solomon

1Now Solomon made a treaty with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and married Pharaoh’s daughter; then he brought her to the City of David until he had finished building his own house, and the house of the LORD, and the wall all around Jerusalem.

2RMeanwhile the people sacrificed at the high places, because there was no house built for the name of the LORD until those days.

Request for Wisdom—2 Chr. 1:2–13

3And Solomon Rloved the LORD, Rwalking in the statutes of his father David, except that he sacrificed and burned incense at the high places.

4Now Rthe king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, Rfor that was the great high place: Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar.

5RAt Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask! What shall I give you?”

6And Solomon said: “You have shown great mercy to Your servant David my father, because he walked before You in truth, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with You; You have continued this great kindness for him, and You have given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.

7“Now, O LORD my God, You have made Your servant king instead of my father David, but I am a Rlittle child; I do not know how to go out or come in.

8“And Your servant is in the midst of Your people whom You Rhave chosen, a great people, Rtoo numerous to be numbered or counted.

9R“Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart Rto judge Your people, that I may Rdiscern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?”

10The speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing.

11Then God said to him: “Because you have asked this thing, and have Rnot asked long life for yourself, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern justice, 

12R“behold, I have done according to your words; see, I have given you a wise and understanding heart, so that there has not been anyone like you before you, nor shall any like you arise after you.

13“And I have also Rgiven you what you have not asked: both riches and honor, so that there shall not be anyone like you among the kings all your days.

14“So Rif you walk in My ways, to keep My statutes and My commandments, Ras your father David walked, then I will Rlengthen your days.”

15Then Solomon Rawoke; and indeed it had been a dream. And he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, offered up burnt offerings, offered peace offerings, and Rmade a feast for all his servants.

Display of Solomon’s Wisdom

16Now two women who were harlots came to the king, and stood before him.

17And one woman said, “O my lord, this woman and I dwell in the same house; and I gave birth while she was in the house.

18“Then it happened, the third day after I had given birth, that this woman also gave birth. And we were together; Tno one was with us in the house, except the two of us in the house.

19“And this woman’s son died in the night, because she lay on him.

20“So she arose in the middle of the night and took my son from my side, while your maidservant slept, and laid him in her bosom, and laid her dead child in my bosom.

21“And when I rose in the morning to nurse my son, there he was, dead. But when I had examined him in the morning, indeed, he was not my son whom I had borne.”

22Then the other woman said, “No! But the living one is my son, and the dead one is your son.” And the first woman said, “No! But the dead one is your son, and the living one is my son.” Thus they spoke before the king.

23And the king said, “The one says, ‘This is my son, who lives, and your son is the dead one’; and the other says, ‘No! But your son is the dead one, and my son is the living one.’ ”

24Then the king said, “Bring me a sword.” So they brought a sword before the king.

25And the king said, “Divide the living child in two, and give half to one, and half to the other.”

26Then the woman whose son was living spoke to the king, for she yearned with compassion for her son; and she said, “O my lord, give her the living child, and by no means kill him!” But the other said, “Let him be neither mine nor yours, but divide him.”

27So the king answered and said, “Give the first woman the living child, and by no means kill him; she is his mother.”

National Recognition of Solomon’s Wisdom

28And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had rendered; and they feared the king, for they saw that the Rwisdom of God was in him to administer justice.




CHAPTER 4

Eleven Princes

1So King Solomon was king over all Israel. 2 And these were his officials: Azariah the son of Zadok, the priest;

3Elihoreph and Ahijah, the sons of Shisha, scribes; RJehoshaphat the son of Ahilud, the recorder;

4Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, over the army; Zadok and Abiathar, the priests;

5Azariah the son of Nathan, over the officers; Zabud the son of Nathan, a priest and Rthe king’s friend;

6Ahishar, over the household; and RAdoniram the son of Abda, over the labor force.

Twelve Governors

7And Solomon had twelve governors over all Israel, who provided food for the king and his household; each one made provision for one month of the year.

8These are their names: Ben-Hur, * in the mountains of Ephraim;

9Ben-Deker, * in Makaz, Shaalbim, Beth Shemesh, and Elon Beth Hanan;

10Ben-Hesed, * in Arubboth; to him belonged Sochoh and all the land of Hepher;

11Ben-Abinadab, * in all the regions of Dor; he had Taphath the daughter of Solomon as wife;

12Baana the son of Ahilud, in Taanach, Megiddo, and all Beth Shean, which is beside Zaretan below Jezreel, from Beth Shean to Abel Meholah, as far as the other side of Jokneam;

13Ben-Geber, * in Ramoth Gilead; to him belonged Rthe towns of Jair the son of Ma-nasseh, in Gilead; to him also belonged the region of Argob in Bashan—sixty large cities with walls and bronze gate-bars;

14Ahinadab the son of Iddo, in Mahanaim;

15Ahimaaz, in Naphtali; he also took Basemath the daughter of Solomon as wife;

16Baanah the son of RHushai, in Asher and Aloth;

17Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, in Issachar;

18Shimei the son of Elah, in Benjamin;

19Geber the son of Uri, in the land of Gilead, in the country of Sihon king of the Amorites, and of Og king of Bashan. He was the only governor who was in the land.

Solomon Reigns in Wisdom

20Judah and Israel were as numerous Ras the sand by the sea in multitude, eating and drinking and rejoicing.

21So RSolomon reigned over all kingdoms from the River* to the land of the Philistines, as far as the border of Egypt. RThey brought tribute and served Solomon all the days of his life.

22RNow Solomon’s Tprovision for one day was thirty Tkors of fine flour, sixty kors of meal, 

23ten fatted oxen, twenty oxen from the pastures, and one hundred sheep, besides deer, gazelles, roebucks, and fatted fowl.

24For he had dominion over all the region on this side of the River* from Tiphsah even to Gaza, namely over Rall the kings on this side of the River; and Rhe had peace on every side all around him.

25And Judah and Israel Rdwelt safely, Reach man under his vine and his fig tree, Rfrom Dan as far as Beersheba, all the days of Solomon.

26RSolomon had forty* thousand stalls of Rhorses for his chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen.

27And these governors, each man in his month, provided food for King Solomon and for all who came to King Solomon’s table. There was no lack in their supply.

28They also brought barley and straw to the proper place, for the horses and steeds, each man according to his charge.

29And God gave Solomon wisdom and exceedingly great understanding, and largeness of heart like the sand on the seashore.

30Thus Solomon’s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the men Rof the East and all Rthe wisdom of Egypt.

31For he was wiser than all men—than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol; and his fame was in all the surrounding nations.

32He spoke three thousand proverbs, and his songs were one thousand and five.

33Also he spoke of trees, from the cedar tree of Lebanon even to the hyssop that springs out of the wall; he spoke also of animals, of birds, of creeping things, and of fish.

34And men of all nations, from all the kings of the earth who had heard of his wisdom, came to hear the wisdom of Solomon.




CHAPTER 5

Temple Materials—2 Chr. 2:3–12

1Now Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon, because he heard that they had anointed him king in place of his father, for Hiram had always loved David.

2Then Solomon sent to Hiram, saying:

3RYou know how my father David could not build a house for the name of the LORD his God because of the wars which were fought against him on every side, until the LORD put his foes* under the soles of his feet.

4But now the LORD my God has given me Rrest on every side; there is neither adversary nor evil occurrence.

5And behold, I propose to build a house for the name of the LORD my God, Ras the LORD spoke to my father David, saying, “Your son, whom I will set on your throne in your place, he shall build the house for My name.”

6Now therefore, command that they cut down Rcedars for me from Lebanon; and my servants will be with your servants, and I will pay you wages for your servants according to whatever you say. For you know there is none among us who has skill to cut timber like the Sidonians.

7So it was, when Hiram heard the words of Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly and said, 

Blessed be the LORD this day, for He has given David a wise son over this great people!

8Then Hiram sent to Solomon, saying:

I have considered the message which you sent me, and I will do all you desire concerning the cedar and cypress logs.

9My servants shall bring them down from Lebanon to the sea; I will float them in rafts by sea to the place you indicate to me, and will have them broken apart there; then you can take them away. And you shall fulfill my desire by giving food for my household.

10Then Hiram gave Solomon cedar and cypress logs according to all his desire.

11And Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand kors of wheat as food for his household, and twenty* kors of pressed oil. Thus Solomon gave to Hiram year by year.

12So the LORD gave Solomon wisdom, Ras He had promised him; and there was peace between Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them made a treaty together.

Temple Laborers

13Then King Solomon raised up a labor force out of all Israel; and the labor force was thirty thousand men.

14And he sent them to Lebanon, ten thousand a month in shifts: they were one month in Lebanon and two months at home; Adoniram was in charge of the labor force.

15Solomon had seventy thousand who carried burdens, and eighty thousand who quarried stone in the mountains, 

16besides three thousand three hundred* from the Rchiefs of Solomon’s deputies, who supervised the people who labored in the work.

17And the king commanded them to quarry large stones, costly stones, and Rhewn stones, to lay the foundation of the temple.*

18So Solomon’s builders, Hiram’s builders, and the Gebalites quarried them; and they prepared timber and stones to build the Ttemple.




CHAPTER 6

The Temple Is Completed—2 Chr. 3:1–14

1And Rit came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth* year after the children of Israel had come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is the second month, Rthat he began to build the house of the LORD.

2Now Rthe house which King Solomon built for the LORD, its length was sixty cubits, its width twenty, and its height thirty cubits.

3The vestibule in front of the sanctuary* of the house was Ttwenty cubits long across the width of the house, and the width of the vestibule* extended Tten cubits from the front of the house.

4And he made for the house Rwindows with beveled frames.

5Against the wall of the Ttemple he built Rchambers all around, against the walls of the temple, all around the sanctuary and the inner sanctuary.* Thus he made side chambers all around it.

6The lowest chamber was five cubits wide, the middle was six cubits wide, and the third was seven cubits wide; for he made narrow ledges around the outside of the temple, so that the support beams would not be fastened into the walls of the temple.

7And Rthe temple, when it was being built, was built with stone finished at the quarry, so that no hammer or chisel or any iron tool was heard in the temple while it was being built.

8The doorway for the middle story* was on the right side of the temple. They went up by stairs to the middle story, and from the middle to the third.

9RSo he built the Ttemple and finished it, and he paneled the temple with beams and boards of cedar.

10And he built side chambers against the entire temple, each five cubits high; they were attached to the temple with cedar beams.

11Then the word of the LORD came to Solomon, saying:

12“Concerning this temple which you are building, Rif you walk in My statutes, execute My judgments, keep all My commandments, and walk in them, then I will perform My Tword with you, Rwhich I spoke to your father David.

13“And RI will dwell among the children of Israel, and will not Rforsake My people Israel.”

14So Solomon built the temple and finished it.

15And he built the inside walls of the temple with cedar boards; from the floor of the temple to the ceiling he paneled the inside with wood; and he covered the floor of the temple with planks of cypress.

16Then he built the twenty-cubit room at the rear of the temple, from floor to ceiling, with cedar boards; he built it inside as the inner sanctuary, as the Most Holy Place.

17And in front of it the temple sanctuary was forty cubits long.

18The inside of the temple was cedar, carved with ornamental buds and open flowers. All was cedar; there was no stone to be seen.

19And he prepared the inner sanctuary inside the temple, to set the ark of the covenant of the LORD there.

20The inner sanctuary was twenty cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and twenty cubits high. He overlaid it with pure gold, and overlaid the altar of cedar.

21So Solomon overlaid the inside of the temple with pure gold. He stretched gold chains across the front of the inner sanctuary, and overlaid it with gold.

22The whole temple he overlaid with gold, until he had finished all the temple; also he overlaid with gold Rthe entire altar that was by the inner sanctuary.

23Inside the inner sanctuary Rhe made two cherubim of olive wood, each ten cubits high.

24One wing of the cherub was five cubits, and the other wing of the cherub five cubits: ten cubits from the tip of one wing to the tip of the other.

25And the other cherub was ten cubits; both cherubim were of the same size and shape.

26The height of one cherub was ten cubits, and so was the other cherub.

27Then he set the cherubim inside the inner room;* and Rthey stretched out the wings of the cherubim so that the wing of the one touched one wall, and the wing of the other cherub touched the other wall. And their wings touched each other in the middle of the room.

28Also he overlaid the cherubim with gold.

29Then he carved all the walls of the temple all around, both the inner and outer sanctuaries, with carved figures of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers.

30And the floor of the temple he overlaid with gold, both the inner and outer sanctuaries.

31For the entrance of the inner sanctuary he made doors of olive wood; the lintel and doorposts were one-fifth of the wall.

32The two doors were of olive wood; and he carved on them figures of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers, and overlaid them with gold; and he spread gold on the cherubim and on the palm trees.

33So for the door of the Tsanctuary he also made doorposts of olive wood, Tone-fourth of the wall.

34And the two doors were of cypress wood; Rtwo panels comprised one folding door, and two panels comprised the other folding door.

35Then he carved cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers on them, and overlaid them with gold applied evenly on the carved work.

36And he built the Rinner court with three rows of hewn stone and a row of cedar beams.

37RIn the fourth year the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid, in the month of TZiv.

38And in the eleventh year, in the month of Bul, which is the eighth month, the house was finished in all its details and according to all its plans. So he was Rseven years in building it.




CHAPTER 7

Construction of Solomon’s House

1But Solomon took Rthirteen years to build his own house; so he finished all his house.

2He also built the RHouse of the Forest of Lebanon; its length was one hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits, with four rows of cedar pillars, and cedar beams on the pillars.

3And it was paneled with cedar above the beams that were on forty-five pillars, fifteen to a row.

4There were windows with beveled frames in three rows, and window was opposite window in three tiers.

5And all the doorways and doorposts had rectangular frames; and window was opposite window in three tiers.

6He also made the Hall of Pillars: its length was fifty cubits, and its width thirty cubits; and in front of them was a portico with pillars, and a canopy was in front of them.

7Then he made a hall for the throne, the Hall of Judgment, where he might judge; and it was paneled with cedar from floor to ceiling.*

8And the house where he dwelt had another court inside the hall, of like workmanship. Solomon also made a house like this hall for Pharaoh’s daughter, Rwhom he had taken as wife.

9All these were of costly stones cut to size, trimmed with saws, inside and out, from the foundation to the eaves, and also on the outside to the great court.

10The foundation was of costly stones, large stones, some ten cubits and some eight cubits.

11And above were costly stones, hewn to size, and cedar wood.

12The great court was enclosed with three rows of hewn stones and a row of cedar beams. So were the inner court of the house of the LORD and the vestibule of the temple.

Furnishings of the Temple—2 Chr. 3:15–5:1

13Now King Solomon sent and brought Huram* from Tyre.

14He was the son of a widow from the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a bronze worker; he was filled with wisdom and understanding and skill in working with all kinds of bronze work. So he came to King Solomon and did all his work.

15And he cast two pillars of bronze, each one eighteen cubits high, and a line of twelve cubits measured the circumference of each.

16Then he made two capitals of cast bronze, to set on the tops of the pillars. The height of one capital was five cubits, and the height of the other capital was five cubits.

17He made a lattice network, with wreaths of chainwork, for the capitals which were on top of the pillars: seven chains for one capital and seven for the other capital.

18So he made the pillars, and two rows of pomegranates above the network all around to cover the capitals that were on top; and thus he did for the other capital.

19The capitals which were on top of the pillars in the hall were in the shape of lilies, four cubits.

20The capitals on the two pillars also had pomegranates above, by the convex surface which was next to the network; and there were two hundred such pomegranates in rows on each of the capitals all around.

21RThen he set up the pillars by the vestibule of the temple; he set up the pillar on the right and called its name Jachin, and he set up the pillar on the left and called its name Boaz.

22The tops of the pillars were in the shape of lilies. So the work of the pillars was finished.

23And he made Rthe Sea of cast bronze, ten cubits from one brim to the other; it was completely round. Its height was five cubits, and a line of thirty cubits measured its circumference.

24Below its brim were ornamental buds encircling it all around, ten to a cubit, Rall the way around the Sea. The ornamental buds were cast in two rows when it was cast.

25It stood on Rtwelve oxen: three looking toward the north, three looking toward the west, three looking toward the south, and three looking toward the east; the Sea was set upon them, and all their back parts pointed inward.

26It was a handbreadth thick; and its brim was shaped like the brim of a cup, like a lily blossom. It contained two thousand* baths.

27He also made ten carts of bronze; four cubits was the length of each cart, four cubits its width, and three cubits its height.

28And this was the design of the carts: They had panels, and the panels were between frames;

29on the panels that were between the frames were lions, oxen, and cherubim. And on the frames was a pedestal on top. Below the lions and oxen were wreaths of plaited work.

30Every cart had four bronze wheels and axles of bronze, and its four feet had supports. Under the laver were supports of cast bronze beside each wreath.

31Its opening inside the crown at the top was one cubit in diameter; and the opening was round, shaped like a pedestal, one and a half cubits in outside diameter; and also on the opening were engravings, but the panels were square, not round.

32Under the panels were the four wheels, and the axles of the wheels were joined to the cart. The height of a wheel was one and a half cubits.

33The workmanship of the wheels was like the workmanship of a chariot wheel; their axle pins, their rims, their spokes, and their hubs were all of cast bronze.

34And there were four supports at the four corners of each cart; its supports were part of the cart itself.

35On the top of the cart, at the height of half a cubit, it was perfectly round. And on the top of the cart, its flanges and its panels were of the same casting.

36On the plates of its flanges and on its panels he engraved cherubim, lions, and palm trees, wherever there was a clear space on each, with wreaths all around.

37Thus he made the ten carts. All of them were of Tthe same mold, one measure, and one shape.

38Then Rhe made ten lavers of bronze; each laver contained Tforty baths, and each laver was four cubits. On each of the ten carts was a laver.

39And he put five carts on the right side of the house, and five on the left side of the house. He set the Sea on the right side of the house, toward the southeast.

40Huram* made the lavers and the shovels and the bowls. So Huram finished doing all the work that he was to do for King Solomon for the house of the LORD:

41the two pillars, the two bowl-shaped capitals that were on top of the two pillars; the two Rnetworks covering the two bowl-shaped capitals which were on top of the pillars;

42four hundred pomegranates for the two networks (two rows of pomegranates for each network, to cover the two bowl-shaped capitals that were on top of the pillars);

43the ten carts, and ten lavers on the carts;

44one Sea, and twelve oxen under the Sea;

45Rthe pots, the shovels, and the bowls. All these articles which Huram* made for King Solomon for the house of the LORD were of burnished bronze.

46RIn the plain of Jordan the king had them cast in clay molds, between RSuccoth and RZaretan.

47And Solomon did not weigh all the articles, because there were so many; the weight of the bronze was not determined.

48Thus Solomon had all the furnishings made for the house of the LORD: Rthe altar of gold, and the table of gold on which was the showbread;

49the lampstands of pure gold, five on the right side and five on the left in front of the inner sanctuary, with the flowers and the lamps and the wick-trimmers of gold;

50the basins, the trimmers, the bowls, the ladles, and the censers of pure gold; and the hinges of gold, both for the doors of the inner room (the Most Holy Place) and for the doors of the main hall of the temple.

51So all the work that King Solomon had done for the house of the LORD was finished; and Solomon brought in the things Rwhich his father David had dedicated: the silver and the gold and the furnishings. He put them in the treasuries of the house of the LORD.




CHAPTER 8

The Ark Returns—2 Chr. 5:2–12

1Now Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the chief fathers of the children of Israel, to King Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD from the City of David, which is Zion.

2Therefore all the men of Israel assembled with King Solomon at the Rfeast in the month of TEthanim, which is the seventh month.

3So all the elders of Israel came, Rand the priests took up the ark.

4Then they brought up the ark of the LORD, Rthe Ttabernacle of meeting, and all the holy furnishings that were in the tabernacle. The priests and the Levites brought them up.

5Also King Solomon, and all the congregation of Israel who were assembled with him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen that could not be counted or numbered for multitude.

6Then the priests Rbrought in the ark of the covenant of the LORD to Rits place, into the inner sanctuary of the temple, to the Most Holy Place, Runder the wings of the cherubim.

7For the cherubim spread their two wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubim overshadowed the ark and its poles.

8The poles Rextended so that the Tends of the poles could be seen from the holy place, in front of the inner sanctuary; but they could not be seen from outside. And they are there to this day.

9RNothing was in the ark Rexcept the two tablets of stone which Moses put there at Horeb, when the LORD made a covenant with the children of Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt.

The Shekinah Returns—2 Chr. 5:13, 14

10And it came to pass, when the priests came out of the holy place, that the cloud Rfilled the house of the LORD, 

11so that the priests could not continue ministering because of the cloud; for the Rglory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD.

Solomon’s Sermon—2 Chr. 6:1–11

12RThen Solomon spoke:

“The LORD said He would dwell Rin the dark cloud.

13RI have surely built You an exalted house, 

And a place for You to dwell in forever.”

14Then the king turned around and blessed the whole assembly of Israel, while all the assembly of Israel was standing.

15And he said: R“Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, who Rspoke with His mouth to my father David, and with His hand has fulfilled it, saying, 

16‘Since the day that I brought My people Israel out of Egypt, I have chosen no city from any tribe of Israel in which to build a house, that My name might be there; but I chose David to be over My people Israel.’

17“Now Rit was in the heart of my father David to build a temple* for the name of the LORD God of Israel.

18R“But the LORD said to my father David, ‘Whereas it was in your heart to build a temple for My name, you did well that it was in your heart.

19‘Nevertheless Ryou shall not build the temple, but your son who will come from your body, he shall build the temple for My name.’

20“So the LORD has fulfilled His word which He spoke; and I have filled the position of my father David, and sit on the throne of Israel, Ras the LORD promised; and I have built a temple for the name of the LORD God of Israel.

21“And there I have made a place for the ark, in which is the covenant of the LORD which He made with our fathers, when He brought them out of the land of Egypt.”

Solomon’s Prayer—2 Chr. 6:12–39

22Then Solomon stood before Rthe altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and Rspread out his hands toward heaven;

23and he said: “LORD God of Israel, Rthere is no God in heaven above or on earth below like You, Rwho keep Your covenant and mercy with Your servants who walk before You with all their hearts.

24“You have kept what You promised Your servant David my father; You have both spoken with Your mouth and fulfilled it with Your hand, as it is this day.

25“Therefore, LORD God of Israel, now keep what You promised Your servant David my father, saying, R‘You shall not fail to have a man sit before Me on the throne of Israel, only if your sons take heed to their way, that they walk before Me as you have walked before Me.’

26“And now I pray, O God of Israel, let Your word come true, which You have spoken to Your servant David my father.

27“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the Rheaven of heavens cannot contain You. How much less this temple which I have built!

28“Yet regard the prayer of Your servant and his supplication, O LORD my God, and listen to the cry and the prayer which Your servant is praying before You today:

29“that Your eyes may be open toward this temple night and day, toward the place of which You said, ‘My name shall be there, ’ that You may hear the prayer which Your servant makes Rtoward this place.

30R“And may You hear the supplication of Your servant and of Your people Israel, when they pray toward this place. Hear in heaven Your dwelling place; and when You hear, forgive.

31“When anyone sins against his neighbor, and is forced to take Ran oath, and comes and takes an oath before Your altar in this temple, 

32“then hear in heaven, and act, and judge Your servants, Rcondemning the wicked, bringing his way on his head, and justifying the righteous by giving him according to his righteousness.

33“When Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy because they have sinned against You, and when they turn back to You and confess Your name, and pray and make supplication to You in this temple, 

34“then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of Your people Israel, and bring them back to the land which You gave to their Rfathers.

35“When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against You, when they pray toward this place and confess Your name, and turn from their sin because You afflict them, 

36“then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of Your servants, Your people Israel, that You may Rteach them the good way in which they should walk; and send rain on Your land which You have given to Your people as an inheritance.

37“When there is famine in the land, pestilence or blight or mildew, locusts or grasshoppers; when their enemy besieges them in the land of their cities; whatever plague or whatever sickness there is;

38“whatever prayer, whatever supplication is made by anyone, or by all Your people Israel, when each one knows the plague of his own heart, and spreads out his hands toward this temple:

39“then hear in heaven Your dwelling place, and forgive, and act, and give to everyone according to all his ways, whose heart You know (for You alone Rknow the hearts of all the sons of men), 

40R“that they may fear You all the days that they live in the land which You gave to our fathers.

41“Moreover, concerning a foreigner, who is not of Your people Israel, but has come from a far country for Your name’s sake

42“(for they will hear of Your great name and Your Rstrong hand and Your outstretched arm), when he comes and prays toward this temple, 

43“hear in heaven Your dwelling place, and do according to all for which the foreigner calls to You, Rthat all peoples of the earth may know Your name and Rfear You, as do Your people Israel, and that they may know that this temple which I have built is called by Your name.

44“When Your people go out to battle against their enemy, wherever You send them, and when they pray to the LORD toward the city which You have chosen and the temple which I have built for Your name, 

45“then hear in heaven their prayer and their supplication, and maintain their Tcause.

46“When they sin against You R(for there is no one who does not sin), and You become angry with them and deliver them to the enemy, and they take them captive to the land of the enemy, far or near;

47“yet when they come to themselves in the land where they were carried captive, and repent, and make supplication to You in the land of those who took them captive, Rsaying, ‘We have sinned and done wrong, we have committed wickedness’;

48“and when they Rreturn to You with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of their enemies who led them away captive, and Rpray to You toward their land which You gave to their fathers, the city which You have chosen and the temple which I have built for Your name:

49“then hear in heaven Your dwelling place their prayer and their supplication, and maintain their Tcause, 

50“and forgive Your people who have sinned against You, and all their transgressions which they have transgressed against You; and Rgrant them compassion before those who took them captive, that they may have compassion on them

51“(for Rthey are Your people and Your inheritance, whom You brought out of Egypt, out of the iron furnace), 

52R“that Your eyes may be open to the supplication of Your servant and the supplication of Your people Israel, to listen to them whenever they call to You.

53“For You separated them from among all the peoples of the earth to be Your inheritance, Ras You spoke by Your servant Moses, when You brought our fathers out of Egypt, O Lord GOD.”

54And so it was, when Solomon had finished praying all this prayer and supplication to the LORD, that he arose from before the altar of the LORD, from kneeling on his knees with his hands spread up to heaven.

55Then he stood and blessed all the assembly of Israel with a loud voice, saying:

56“Blessed be the LORD, who has given rest to His people Israel, according to all that He promised. There has not failed one word of all His good promise, which He promised through His servant Moses.

57“May the LORD our God be with us, as He was with our fathers. RMay He not leave us nor forsake us, 

58“that He may Rincline our hearts to Himself, to walk in all His ways, and to keep His commandments and His statutes and His judgments, which He commanded our fathers.

59“And may these words of mine, with which I have made supplication before the LORD, be near the LORD our God day and night, that He may maintain the cause of His servant and the cause of His people Israel, as each day may require, 

60R“that all the peoples of the earth may know that Rthe LORD is God; there is no other.

61“Let your Rheart therefore be Tloyal to the LORD our God, to walk in His statutes and keep His commandments, as at this day.”

Israel Rejoices—2 Chr. 7:4–10

62Then the king and all Israel with him offered sacrifices before the LORD.

63And Solomon offered a sacrifice of peace offerings, which he offered to the LORD, twenty-two thousand bulls and one hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the children of Israel dedicated the house of the LORD.

64On the same day the king consecrated the middle of the court that was in front of the house of the LORD; for there he offered burnt offerings, grain offerings, and the fat of the peace offerings, because the bronze altar that was before the LORD was too small to receive the burnt offerings, the grain offerings, and the fat of the peace offerings.

65At that time Solomon held a feast, and all Israel with him, a great assembly from the entrance of Hamath to the Brook of Egypt, before the LORD our God, seven days and seven more days—fourteen days.

66On the eighth day he sent the people away; and they blessed the king, and went to their tents joyful and glad of heart for all the good that the LORD had done for His servant David, and for Israel His people.




CHAPTER 9

Reiteration of the Davidic Covenant 2 Chr. 7:11–22

1And Rit came to pass, when Solomon had finished building the house of the LORD and the king’s house, and all Solomon’s desire which he wanted to do, 

2that the LORD appeared to Solomon the second time, Ras He had appeared to him at Gibeon.

3And the LORD said to him: R“I have heard your prayer and your supplication that you have made before Me; I have consecrated this house which you have built to put My name there forever, and My eyes and My heart will be there perpetually.

4“Now if you Rwalk before Me as your father David walked, in integrity of heart and in uprightness, to do according to all that I have commanded you, and if you keep My statutes and My judgments, 

5“then I will establish the throne of your kingdom over Israel forever, as I promised David your father, saying, ‘You shall not fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.’

6R“But if you or your sons at all Tturn from following Me, and do not keep My commandments and My statutes which I have set before you, but go and serve other gods and worship them, 

7“then I will cut off Israel from the land which I have given them; and this house which I have consecrated for My name I will cast out of My sight. RIsrael will be a proverb and a byword among all peoples.

8“And as for Rthis house, which is exalted, everyone who passes by it will be astonished and will hiss, and say, R‘Why has the LORD done thus to this land and to this house?’

9“Then they will answer, ‘Because they forsook the LORD their God, who brought their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and have embraced other gods, and worshiped them and served them; therefore the LORD has brought all this calamity on them.’ ”

Sale of Cities in Israel—2 Chr. 8:1, 2

10Now Rit happened at the end of twenty years, when Solomon had built the two houses, the house of the LORD and the king’s house

11R(Hiram the king of Tyre had supplied Solomon with cedar and cypress and gold, as much as he desired), that King Solomon then gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee.

12Then Hiram went from Tyre to see the cities which Solomon had given him, but they did not please him.

13So he said, “What kind of cities are these which you have given me, my brother?” RAnd he called them the land of Cabul, * as they are to this day.

14Then Hiram sent the king one hundred and twenty talents of gold.

Enslavement of the Canaanites—2 Chr. 8:4–18

15And this is the reason for Rthe labor force which King Solomon raised: to build the house of the LORD, his own house, the Millo, * the wall of Jerusalem, Hazor, Megiddo, and Gezer.

16(Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up and taken Gezer and burned it with fire, Rhad killed the Canaanites who dwelt in the city, and had given it as a dowry to his daughter, Solomon’s wife.)

17And Solomon built Gezer, Lower RBeth Horon, 

18RBaalath, and Tadmor in the wilderness, in the land of Judah, 

19all the storage cities that Solomon had, cities for Rhis chariots and cities for his Rcavalry, and whatever Solomon desired to build in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in all the land of his dominion.

20RAll the people who were left of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, who were not of the children of Israel—

21that is, their descendants Rwho were left in the land after them, whom the children of Israel had not been able to destroy completely—from these Solomon raised forced labor, as it is to this day.

22But of the children of Israel Solomon Rmade no forced laborers, because they were men of war and his servants: his officers, his captains, commanders of his chariots, and his cavalry.

23Others were chiefs of the officials who were over Solomon’s work: Rfive hundred and fifty, who ruled over the people who did the work.

24But RPharaoh’s daughter came up from the City of David to Rher house which Solomon* had built for her. RThen he built the Millo.

25RNow three times a year Solomon offered burnt offerings and peace offerings on the altar which he had built for the LORD, and he burned incense with them on the altar that was before the LORD. So he finished the temple.

26King Solomon also built a fleet of ships at Ezion Geber, which is near Elath* on the shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom.

27RThen Hiram sent his servants with the fleet, seamen who knew the sea, to work with the servants of Solomon.

28And they went to Ophir, and acquired four hundred and twenty talents of gold from there, and brought it to King Solomon.




CHAPTER 10

Multiplication of Wealth—2 Chr. 9:1–24

1Now when the Rqueen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the LORD, she came Rto test him with hard questions.

2She came to Jerusalem with a very great Tretinue, with camels that bore spices, very much gold, and precious stones; and when she came to Solomon, she spoke with him about all that was in her heart.

3So Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing Tso difficult for the king that he could not explain it to her.

4And when the queen of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had built, 

5the food on his table, the seating of his servants, the service of his waiters and their apparel, his cupbearers, and his entryway by which he went up to the house of the LORD, there was no more spirit in her.

6Then she said to the king: “It was a true report which I heard in my own land about your words and your wisdom.

7“However I did not believe the words until I came and saw with my own eyes; and indeed the half was not told me. Your wisdom and prosperity exceed the fame of which I heard.

8“Happy are your men and happy are these your servants, who stand continually before you and hear your wisdom!

9“Blessed be the LORD your God, who delighted in you, setting you on the throne of Israel! Because the LORD has loved Israel forever, therefore He made you king, Rto do justice and righteousness.”

10Then she gave the king one hundred and twenty talents of gold, spices in great quantity, and precious stones. There never again came such abundance of spices as the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.

11RAlso, the ships of Hiram, which brought gold from Ophir, brought great quantities of almug* wood and precious stones from Ophir.

12RAnd the king made steps of the almug wood for the house of the LORD and for the king’s house, also harps and stringed instruments for singers. There never again came such Ralmug wood, nor has the like been seen to this day.

13Now King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba all she desired, whatever she asked, besides what Solomon had given her according to the royal generosity. So she turned and went to her own country, she and her servants.

14The weight of gold that came to Solomon yearly was six hundred and sixty-six talents of gold, 

15besides that from the Rtraveling merchants, from the income of traders, Rfrom all the kings of Arabia, and from the governors of the country.

16And King Solomon made two hundred large shields of hammered gold; six hundred shekels of gold went into each shield.

17He also made three hundred shields of hammered gold; three minas of gold went into each shield. The king put them in the House of the Forest of Lebanon.

18Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with pure gold.

19The throne had six steps, and the top of the throne was round at the back; there were armrests on either side of the place of the seat, and two lions stood beside the armrests.

20Twelve lions stood there, one on each side of the six steps; nothing like this had been made for any other kingdom.

21RAll King Solomon’s drinking vessels were gold, and all the vessels of the House of the Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. Not one was silver, for this was accounted as nothing in the days of Solomon.

22For the king had merchant ships* at sea with the fleet of Hiram. Once every three years the merchant ships came bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and monkeys.*

23So King Solomon surpassed all the kings of the earth in riches and wisdom.

24Now all the earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had put in his heart.

25Each man brought his present: articles of silver and gold, garments, armor, spices, horses, and mules, at a set rate year by year.

Multiplication of Horses 2 Chr. 1:14–17; 9:25–28

26And Solomon gathered chariots and horsemen; he had one thousand four hundred chariots and twelve thousand horsemen, whom he stationed* in the chariot cities and with the king at Jerusalem.

27RThe king made silver as common in Jerusalem as stones, and he made cedar trees as abundant as the sycamores which are in the lowland.

28Also Solomon had horses imported from Egypt and Keveh; the king’s merchants bought them in Keveh at the current price.

29Now a chariot that was imported from Egypt cost six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse one hundred and fifty; Rand thus, through their agents, * they exported them to all the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Syria.




CHAPTER 11

Intermarriage with Foreign Women

1But King Solomon loved many foreign women, as well as the daughter of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites—

2from the nations of whom the LORD had said to the children of Israel, “You shall not intermarry with them, nor they with you. Surely they will turn away your hearts after their gods.” Solomon clung to these in love.

3And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines; and his wives turned away his heart.

Worship of Idols

4For it was so, when Solomon was old, Rthat his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his Rheart was not loyal to the LORD his God, Ras was the heart of his father David.

5For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites.

6Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD, and did not fully follow the LORD, as did his father David.

7Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, on the hill that is east of Jerusalem, and for Molech the abomination of the people of Ammon.

8And he did likewise for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to their gods.

The Rebuke of God

9So the LORD became angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned from the LORD God of Israel, Rwho had appeared to him twice, 

10and Rhad commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods; but he did not keep what the LORD had commanded.

11Therefore the LORD said to Solomon, “Because you have done this, and have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, RI will surely tear the kingdom away from you and give it to your Rservant.

12“Nevertheless I will not do it in your days, for the sake of your father David; I will tear it out of the hand of your son.

13R“However I will not tear away the whole kingdom; I will give Rone tribe to your son Rfor the sake of My servant David, and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen.”

The Chastisement of God

14Now the LORD raised up an adversary against Solomon, Hadad the Edomite; he was a descendant of the king in Edom.

15RFor it happened, when David was in Edom, and Joab the commander of the army had gone up to bury the slain, after he had killed every male in Edom

16(because for six months Joab remained there with all Israel, until he had cut down every male in Edom), 

17that Hadad fled to go to Egypt, he and certain Edomites of his father’s servants with him. Hadad was still a little child.

18Then they arose from Midian and came to Paran; and they took men with them from Paran and came to Egypt, to Pharaoh king of Egypt, who gave him a house, apportioned food for him, and gave him land.

19And Hadad found great favor in the sight of Pharaoh, so that he gave him as wife the sister of his own wife, that is, the sister of Queen Tahpenes.

20Then the sister of Tahpenes bore him Genubath his son, whom Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh’s house. And Genubath was in Pharaoh’s household among the sons of Pharaoh.

21RSo when Hadad heard in Egypt that David rested with his fathers, and that Joab the commander of the army was dead, Hadad said to Pharaoh, “Let me depart, that I may go to my own country.”

22Then Pharaoh said to him, “But what have you lacked with me, that suddenly you seek to go to your own country?” So he answered, “Nothing, but do let me go anyway.”

23And God raised up another adversary against him, Rezon the son of Eliadah, who had fled from his lord, RHadadezer king of Zobah.

24So he gathered men to him and became captain over a band of raiders, Rwhen David killed those of Zobah. And they went to Damascus and dwelt there, and reigned in Damascus.

25He was an adversary of Israel all the days of Solomon (besides the trouble that Hadad caused); and he abhorred Israel, and reigned over Syria.

26Then Solomon’s servant, RJeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite from Zereda, whose mother’s name was Zeruah, a widow, also rebelled against the king.

27And this is what caused him to rebel against the king: RSolomon had built the Millo and repaired the damages to the City of David his father.

28The man Jeroboam was a mighty man of valor; and Solomon, seeing that the young man was Rindustrious, made him the officer over all the labor force of the house of Joseph.

29Now it happened at that time, when Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite met him on the way; and he had clothed himself with a new garment, and the two were alone in the field.

30Then Ahijah took hold of the new garment that was on him, and Rtore it into twelve pieces.

31And he said to Jeroboam, “Take for yourself ten pieces, for Rthus says the LORD, the God of Israel: ‘Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and will give ten tribes to you

32‘(but he shall have one tribe for the sake of My servant David, and for the sake of Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel), 

33R‘because they have* forsaken Me, and worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of the people of Ammon, and have not walked in My ways to do what is right in My eyes and keep My statutes and My judgments, as did his father David.

34‘However I will not take the whole kingdom out of his hand, because I have made him ruler all the days of his life for the sake of My servant David, whom I chose because he kept My commandments and My statutes.

35‘But I will take the kingdom out of his son’s hand and give it to you—ten tribes.

36‘And to his son I will give one tribe, that RMy servant David may always have a lamp before Me in Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen for Myself, to put My name there.

37‘So I will take you, and you shall reign over all your heart desires, and you shall be king over Israel.

38‘Then it shall be, if you heed all that I command you, walk in My ways, and do what is right in My sight, to keep My statutes and My commandments, as My servant David did, then I will be with you and build for you an enduring house, as I built for David, and will give Israel to you.

39‘And I will afflict the descendants of David because of this, but not forever.’ ”

40Solomon therefore sought to kill Jeroboam. But Jeroboam arose and fled to Egypt, to Shishak king of Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death of Solomon.

Death of Solomon—2 Chr. 9:29–31

41Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, all that he did, and his wisdom, are they not written in the book of the acts of Solomon?

42And the period that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years.

43RThen Solomon rested with his fathers, and was buried in the City of David his father. And Rehoboam his son reigned in his Rplace.




CHAPTER 12

Request of Israel to Rehoboam 2 Chr. 10:1–5

1And RRehoboam went to RShechem, for all Israel had gone to Shechem to make him king.

2So it happened, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard it (he was still in Egypt, for he had fled from the presence of King Solomon and had been dwelling in Egypt ), 

3that they sent and called him. Then Jeroboam and the whole assembly of Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam, saying, 

4“Your father made our yoke heavy; now therefore, lighten the burdensome service of your father, and his heavy yoke which he put on us, and we will serve you.”

5So he said to them, “Depart for three days, then come back to me.” And the people departed.

Foolish Response of Rehoboam 2 Chr. 10:6–15

6Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who stood before his father Solomon while he still lived, and he said, “How do you advise me to answer these people?”

7And they spoke to him, saying, R“If you will be a servant to these people today, and serve them, and answer them, and speak good words to them, then they will be your servants forever.”

8But he rejected the advice which the elders had given him, and consulted the young men who had grown up with him, who stood before him.

9And he said to them, “What advice do you give? How should we answer this people who have spoken to me, saying, ‘Lighten the yoke which your father put on us’?”

10Then the young men who had grown up with him spoke to him, saying, “Thus you should speak to this people who have spoken to you, saying, ‘Your father made our yoke heavy, but you make it lighter on us’—thus you shall say to them: ‘My little finger shall be thicker than my father’s waist!

11‘And now, whereas my father put a heavy yoke on you, I will add to your yoke; my father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scourges!’ ”*

12So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king had directed, saying, “Come back to me the third day.”

13Then the king answered the people Troughly, and rejected the advice which the elders had given him;

14and he spoke to them according to the advice of the young men, saying, “My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke; my father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scourges!”*

15So the king did not listen to the people; for Rthe turn of events was from the LORD, that He might fulfill His word, which the LORD had spoken by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

Revolt of the Northern Tribes 2 Chr. 10:16–19; 11:1–4

16Now when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people answered the king, saying:

R“What share have we in David?

We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse.

To your tents, O Israel!

Now, see to your own house, O David!”

So Israel departed to their tents.

17But Rehoboam reigned over Rthe children of Israel who dwelt in the cities of Judah.

18Then King Rehoboam Rsent Adoram, who was in charge of the revenue; but all Israel stoned him with stones, and he died. Therefore King Rehoboam mounted his chariot in haste to flee to Jerusalem.

19So RIsrael has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day.

20Now it came to pass when all Israel heard that Jeroboam had come back, they sent for him and called him to the congregation, and made him king over all Israel. There was none who followed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah only.

21And when Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of Judah with the tribe of RBenjamin, one hundred and eighty thousand chosen men who were warriors, to fight against the house of Israel, that he might restore the kingdom to Rehoboam the son of Solomon.

22But Rthe word of God came to Shemaiah the man of God, saying, 

23“Speak to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, to all the house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the rest of the people, saying, 

24‘Thus says the LORD: “You shall not go up nor fight against your brethren the children of Israel. Let every man return to his house, Rfor this thing is from Me.” ’ ” Therefore they obeyed the word of the LORD, and turned back, according to the word of the LORD.

Sin of Jeroboam

25Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the mountains of Ephraim, and dwelt there. Also he went out from there and built Penuel.

26And Jeroboam said in his heart, “Now the kingdom may return to the house of David:

27“If these people Rgo up to offer sacrifices in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will turn back to their lord, Rehoboam king of Judah, and they will kill me and go back to Rehoboam king of Judah.”

28Therefore the king asked advice, made two calves of gold, and said to the people, “It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. RHere are your gods, O Israel, which brought you up from the land of Egypt!”

29And he set up one in RBethel, and the other he put in Dan.

30Now this thing became Ra sin, for the people went to worship before the one as far as Dan.

31He made shrines* on the high places, Rand made priests from every class of people, who were not of the sons of Levi.

32Jeroboam ordained a feast on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, like the feast that was in Judah, and offered sacrifices on the altar. So he did at Bethel, sacrificing to the calves that he had made. RAnd at Bethel he installed the priests of the high places which he had made.

33So he made offerings on the altar which he had made at Bethel on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, in the month which he had Rdevised in his own heart. And he Tordained a feast for the children of Israel, and offered sacrifices on the altar and Rburned incense.




CHAPTER 13

Warning of the Prophet

1And behold, Ra man of God went from Judah to Bethel by the word of the LORD, Rand Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense.

2Then he cried out against the altar by the word of the LORD, and said, “O altar, altar! Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, a child, RJosiah by name, shall be born to the house of David; and on you he shall sacrifice the priests of the high places who burn incense on you, and men’s bones shall be Rburned on you.’ ”

3And he gave a sign the same day, saying, “This is the sign which the LORD has spoken: Surely the altar shall split apart, and the ashes on it shall be poured out.”

4So it came to pass when King Jeroboam heard the saying of the man of God, who cried out against the altar in Bethel, that he stretched out his hand from the altar, saying, “Arrest him!” Then his hand, which he stretched out toward him, withered, so that he could not pull it back to himself.





5The altar also was split apart, and the ashes poured out from the altar, according to the sign which the man of God had given by the word of the LORD.

6Then the king answered and said to the man of God, “Please entreat the favor of the LORD your God, and pray for me, that my hand may be restored to me.” So the man of God entreated the LORD, and the king’s hand was restored to him, and became as before.

Sin of the Prophet

7Then the king said to the man of God, “Come home with me and refresh yourself, and RI will give you a reward.”

8But the man of God said to the king, R“If you were to give me half your house, I would not go in with you; nor would I eat bread nor drink water in this place.

9“For so it was commanded me by the word of the LORD, saying, R‘You shall not eat bread, nor drink water, nor return by the same way you came.’ ”

10So he went another way and did not return by the way he came to Bethel.

11Now an old prophet dwelt in Bethel, and his sons came and told him all the works that the man of God had done that day in Bethel; they also told their father the words which he had spoken to the king.

12And their father said to them, “Which way did he go?” For his sons had seen* which way the man of God went who came from Judah.

13Then he said to his sons, “Saddle the donkey for me.” So they saddled the donkey for him; and he rode on it, 

14and went after the man of God, and found him sitting under an oak. Then he said to him, “Are you the man of God who came from Judah?” And he said, “I am.”

15Then he said to him, “Come home with me and eat bread.”

16And he said, “I cannot return with you nor go in with you; neither can I eat bread nor drink water with you in this place.

17“For TI have been told Rby the word of the LORD, ‘You shall not eat bread nor drink water there, nor return by going the way you came.’ ”

18He said to him, “I too am a prophet as you are, and an angel spoke to me by the word of the LORD, saying, ‘Bring him back with you to your house, that he may eat bread and drink water.’ ” (He was lying to him.)

19So he went back with him, and ate bread in his house, and drank water.

Judgment on the Prophet

20Now it happened, as they sat at the table, that the word of the LORD came to the prophet who had brought him back;

21and he cried out to the man of God who came from Judah, saying, “Thus says the LORD: ‘Because you have disobeyed the word of the LORD, and have not kept the commandment which the LORD your God commanded you, 

22‘but you came back, ate bread, and drank water in the Rplace of which the LORD said to you, “Eat no bread and drink no water, ” your corpse shall not come to the tomb of your fathers.’ ”

23So it was, after he had eaten bread and after he had drunk, that he saddled the donkey for him, the prophet whom he had brought back.

24When he was gone, a lion met him on the road and killed him. And his corpse was thrown on the road, and the donkey stood by it. The lion also stood by the corpse.

25And there, men passed by and saw the corpse thrown on the road, and the lion standing by the corpse. Then they went and told it in the city where the old prophet dwelt.

26Now when the prophet who had brought him back from the way heard it, he said, “It is the man of God who was disobedient to the word of the LORD. Therefore the LORD has delivered him to the lion, which has torn him and killed him, according to the word of the LORD which He spoke to him.”

27And he spoke to his sons, saying, “Saddle the donkey for me.” So they saddled it.

28Then he went and found his corpse thrown on the road, and the donkey and the lion standing by the corpse. The lion had not eaten the corpse nor torn the donkey.

29And the prophet took up the corpse of the man of God, laid it on the donkey, and brought it back. So the old prophet came to the city to mourn, and to bury him.

30Then he laid the corpse in his own tomb; and they mourned over him, saying, R“Alas, my brother!”

31So it was, after he had buried him, that he spoke to his sons, saying, “When I am dead, then bury me in the tomb where the man of God is buried; Rlay my bones beside his bones.

32“For the Tsaying which he cried out by the word of the LORD against the altar in Bethel, and against all the shrines* on the high places which are in the cities of Samaria, will surely come to pass.”

Continued Sin of Jeroboam

33RAfter this event Jeroboam did not turn from his evil way, but again he made priests from every class of people for the high places; whoever wished, he consecrated him, and he became one of the priests of the high places.

34And this thing was the sin of the house of Jeroboam, so as to exterminate and destroy it from the face of the earth.




CHAPTER 14

Judgment on Jeroboam

1At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam became sick.

2And Jeroboam said to his wife, “Please arise, and disguise yourself, that they may not recognize you as the wife of Jeroboam, and go to Shiloh. Indeed, Ahijah the prophet is there, who told me that RI would be king over this people.

3“Also take with you ten loaves, some cakes, and a jar of honey, and go to him; he will tell you what will become of the child.”

4And Jeroboam’s wife did so; she arose and went to Shiloh, and came to the house of Ahijah. But Ahijah could not see, for his eyes were glazed by reason of his age.

5Now the LORD had said to Ahijah, “Here is the wife of Jeroboam, coming to ask you something about her son, for he is sick. Thus and thus you shall say to her; for it will be, when she comes in, that she will pretend to be another woman.”

6And so it was, when Ahijah heard the sound of her footsteps as she came through the door, he said, “Come in, wife of Jeroboam. Why do you pretend to be another person? For I have been sent to you with bad news.

7“Go, tell Jeroboam, ‘Thus says the LORD God of Israel: R“Because I exalted you from among the people, and made you ruler over My people Israel, 

8“and Rtore the kingdom away from the house of David, and gave it to you; and yet you have not been as My servant David, who kept My commandments and who followed Me with all his heart, to do only what was right in My eyes;

9“but you have done more evil than all who were before you, Rfor you have gone and made for yourself other gods and molded images to provoke Me to anger, and Rhave cast Me behind your back—

10“therefore behold! I will bring disaster on the house of Jeroboam, and will cut off from Jeroboam every male in Israel, Rbond and free; I will take away the remnant of the house of Jeroboam, as one takes away refuse until it is all gone.

11“The dogs shall eat Rwhoever belongs to Jeroboam and dies in the city, and the birds of the air shall eat whoever dies in the field; for the LORD has spoken!” ’

12“Arise therefore, go to your own house. RWhen your feet enter the city, the child shall die.

13“And all Israel shall mourn for him and bury him, for he is the only one of Jeroboam who shall come to the grave, because in him there is found something good toward the LORD God of Israel in the house of Jeroboam.

14R“Moreover the LORD will raise up for Himself a king over Israel who shall cut off the house of Jeroboam; this is the day. What? Even now!

15“For the LORD will strike Israel, as a reed is shaken in the water. He will Ruproot Israel from this Rgood land which He gave to their fathers, and will scatter them Rbeyond the River, * because they have made their wooden images, * provoking the LORD to anger.

16“And He will give Israel up because of the sins of Jeroboam, Rwho sinned and who made Israel sin.”

17Then Jeroboam’s wife arose and departed, and came to RTirzah. RWhen she came to the threshold of the house, the child died.

18And they buried him; and all Israel mourned for him, Raccording to the word of the LORD which He spoke through His servant Ahijah the prophet.

19Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how he made war and how he reigned, indeed they are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

20The period that Jeroboam reigned was twenty-two years. So he rested with his fathers. Then RNadab his son reigned in his place.

Sin of Rehoboam

21And Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in Judah. RRehoboam was forty-one years old when he became king. He reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city Rwhich the LORD had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to put His name there. His mother’s name was Naamah, an Ammonitess.

22Now Judah did evil in the sight of the LORD, and they provoked Him to jealousy with their sins which they committed, more than all that their fathers had done.

23For they also built for themselves Rhigh places, Rsacred pillars, and wooden images on every high hill and Runder every green tree.

24RAnd there were also perverted persons* in the land. They did according to all the Rabominations of the nations which the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel.

Judgment on Rehoboam—2 Chr. 12:2–16

25RIt happened in the fifth year of King Rehoboam that Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem.

26RAnd he took away the treasures of the house of the LORD and the treasures of the king’s house; he took away everything. He also took away all the gold shields which Solomon had made.

27Then King Rehoboam made bronze shields in their place, and Tcommitted them to the hands of the captains of the Tguard, who guarded the doorway of the king’s house.

28And whenever the king entered the house of the LORD, the guards carried them, then brought them back into the guardroom.

29RNow the rest of the acts of Rehoboam, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

30And there was Rwar between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all their days.

31RSo Rehoboam rested with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the City of David. RHis mother’s name was Naamah, an Ammonitess. Then Abijam* his son reigned in his place.




CHAPTER 15

Reign of Abijam in Judah 2 Chr. 13:1, 2; 14:1

1InR the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam the son of Nebat, Abijam became king over Judah.

2He reigned three years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Maachah the granddaughter of RAbishalom.

3And he walked in all the sins of his father, which he had done before him; his heart was not loyal to the LORD his God, as was the heart of his father David.

4Nevertheless Rfor David’s sake the LORD his God gave him a lamp in Jerusalem, by setting up his son after him and by establishing Jerusalem;

5because David Rdid what was right in the eyes of the LORD, and had not turned aside from anything that He commanded him all the days of his life, except in the matter of Uriah the Hittite.

6RAnd there was war between Rehoboam* and Jeroboam all the days of his life.

7RNow the rest of the acts of Abijam, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? And there was war between Abijam and Jeroboam.

8RSo Abijam rested with his fathers, and they buried him in the City of David. Then Asa his son reigned in his place.

Obedience of Asa—2 Chr. 14:2; 15:16–18

9In the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Asa became king over Judah.

10And he reigned forty-one years in Jerusalem. His grandmother’s name was Maachah the granddaughter of Abishalom.

11Asa did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, as did his father David.

12And he banished the perverted persons* from the land, and removed all the idols that his fathers had made.

13Also he removed Maachah his grandmother from being queen mother, because she had made an obscene image of Asherah.* And Asa cut down her obscene image and burned it by the Brook Kidron.

14RBut the high places were not removed. Nevertheless Asa’s heart was loyal to the LORD all his days.

15He also brought into the house of the LORD the things which his father had dedicated, and the things which he himself had dedicated: silver and gold and utensils.

Disobedience of Asa—2 Chr. 16:1–6

16Now there was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel all their days.

17And RBaasha king of Israel came up against Judah, and built RRamah, that he might let none go out or come in to Asa king of Judah.

18Then Asa took all the silver and gold that was left in the treasuries of the house of the LORD and the treasuries of the king’s house, and delivered them into the hand of his servants. And King Asa sent them to RBen-Hadad the son of Tabrimmon, the son of Hezion, king of Syria, who dwelt in RDamascus, saying, 

19“Let there be a treaty between you and me, as there was between my father and your father. See, I have sent you a present of silver and gold. Come and break your treaty with Baasha king of Israel, so that he will withdraw from me.”

20So Ben-Hadad heeded King Asa, and Rsent the captains of his armies against the cities of Israel. He attacked RIjon, Dan, Abel Beth Maachah, and all Chinneroth, with all the land of Naphtali.

21Now it happened, when Baasha heard it, that he stopped building Ramah, and remained in RTirzah.

22RThen King Asa made a proclamation throughout all Judah; none was exempted. And they took away the stones and timber of Ramah, which Baasha had used for building; and with them King Asa built Geba of Benjamin, and Mizpah.

Death of Asa—2 Chr. 16:12–17:1

23The rest of all the acts of Asa, all his might, all that he did, and the cities which he built, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? But Rin the time of his old age he was diseased in his feet.

24So Asa rested with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the City of David his father. RThen RJehoshaphat his son reigned in his place.

Reign of Nadab in Israel

25Now RNadab the son of Jeroboam became king over Israel in the second year of Asa king of Judah, and he reigned over Israel two years.

26And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the way of his father, and in his sin by which he had made Israel sin.

27Then Baasha the son of Ahijah, of the house of Issachar, conspired against him. And Baasha killed him at Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines, while Nadab and all Israel laid siege to Gibbethon.

28Baasha killed him in the third year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned in his place.

29And it was so, when he became king, that he killed all the house of Jeroboam. He did not leave to Jeroboam anyone that breathed, until he had destroyed him, according to Rthe word of the LORD which He had spoken by His servant Ahijah the Shilonite, 

30Rbecause of the sins of Jeroboam, which he had sinned and by which he had made Israel sin, because of his provocation with which he had provoked the LORD God of Israel to anger.

31Now the rest of the acts of Nadab, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

Reign of Baasha in Israel

32And there was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel all their days.

33In the third year of Asa king of Judah, Baasha the son of Ahijah became king over all Israel in Tirzah, and reigned twenty-four years.

34He did evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin by which he had made Israel sin.




CHAPTER 16

1Then the word of the LORD came to RJehu the son of RHanani, against RBaasha, saying:

2“Inasmuch as I lifted you out of the dust and made you ruler over My people Israel, and you have walked in the way of Jeroboam, and have made My people Israel sin, to provoke Me to anger with their sins, 

3“surely I will Rtake away the posterity of Baasha and the posterity of his house, and I will make your house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

4“The dogs shall eat whoever belongs to Baasha and dies in the city, and the birds of the air shall eat whoever dies in the fields.”

5Now the rest of the acts of Baasha, what he did, and his might, Rare they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

6So Baasha rested with his fathers and was buried in RTirzah. Then Elah his son reigned in his place.

7And also the word of the LORD came by the prophet RJehu the son of Hanani against Baasha and his house, because of all the evil that he did in the sight of the LORD in provoking Him to anger with the work of his hands, in being like the house of Jeroboam, and because he killed them.

Reign of Elah in Israel

8In the twenty-sixth year of Asa king of Judah, Elah the son of Baasha became king over Israel, and reigned two years in Tirzah.

9RNow his servant Zimri, commander of half his chariots, conspired against him as he was in Tirzah drinking himself drunk in the house of Arza, Rsteward of his house in Tirzah.

10And Zimri went in and struck him and killed him in the twenty-seventh year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned in his place.

11Then it came to pass, when he began to reign, as soon as he was seated on his throne, that he killed all the household of Baasha; he did not leave him one male, neither of his relatives nor of his friends.

12Thus Zimri destroyed all the household of Baasha, Raccording to the word of the LORD, which He spoke against Baasha by Jehu the prophet, 

13for all the sins of Baasha and the sins of Elah his son, by which they had sinned and by which they had made Israel sin, in provoking the LORD God of Israel to anger Rwith their Tidols.

14Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

Reign of Zimri in Israel

15In the twenty-seventh year of Asa king of Judah, Zimri had reigned in Tirzah seven days. And the people were encamped Ragainst Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines.

16Now the people who were encamped heard it said, “Zimri has conspired and also has killed the king.” So all Israel made Omri, the commander of the army, king over Israel that day in the camp.

17Then Omri and all Israel with him went up from Gibbethon, and they besieged Tirzah.

18And it happened, when Zimri saw that the city was Ttaken, that he went into the citadel of the king’s house and burned the king’s house Tdown upon himself with fire, and died, 

19because of the sins which he had committed in doing evil in the sight of the LORD, Rin walking in the Rway of Jeroboam, and in his sin which he had committed to make Israel sin.

20Now the rest of the acts of Zimri, and the treason he committed, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

Reign of Omri in Israel

21Then the people of Israel were divided into two parts: half of the people followed Tibni the son of Ginath, to make him king, and half followed Omri.

22But the people who followed Omri prevailed over the people who followed Tibni the son of Ginath. So Tibni died and Omri reigned.

23In the thirty-first year of Asa king of Judah, Omri became king over Israel, and reigned twelve years. Six years he reigned in RTirzah.

24And he bought the hill of Samaria from Shemer for two talents of silver; then he built on the hill, and called the name of the city which he built, Samaria, after the name of Shemer, owner of the hill.

25Omri did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and did worse than all who were before him.

26For he walked in all the ways of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in his sin by which he had made Israel sin, provoking the LORD God of Israel to anger with their idols.

27Now the rest of the acts of Omri which he did, and the might that he showed, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

28So Omri rested with his fathers and was buried in Samaria. Then Ahab his son reigned in his place.

Sin of Ahab

29In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab the son of Omri became king over Israel; and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty-two years.

30Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD, more than all who were before him.

31And it came to pass, as though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, Rthat he took as wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians; and he went and served Baal and worshiped him.

32Then he set up an altar for Baal in Rthe temple of Baal, which he had built in Samaria.

33RAnd Ahab made a wooden image.* Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel who were before him.

34In his days Hiel of Bethel built Jericho. He laid its foundation with Abiram his firstborn, and with his youngest son Segub he set up its gates, according to the word of the LORD, which He had spoken through Joshua the son of Nun.*




CHAPTER 17

Prophecy of the Drought

1And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the LORD God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at my word.”

Miracle of Food

2Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, 

3“Get away from here and turn eastward, and hide by the Brook Cherith, which flows into the Jordan.

4“And it will be that you shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the Rravens to feed you there.”

5So he went and did according to the word of the LORD, for he went and stayed by the Brook Cherith, which flows into the Jordan.

6The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the evening; and he drank from the brook.

7And it happened after a while that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the land.

8Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, 

9“Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. See, I have commanded a widow there to provide for you.”

10So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, indeed a widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Please bring me a little water in a cup, that I may drink.”

11And as she was going to get it, he called to her and said, “Please bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.”

12So she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I do not have bread, only a handful of flour in a bin, and a little oil in a jar; and see, I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.”

13And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said, but make me a small cake from it first, and bring it to me; and afterward make some for yourself and your son.

14“For thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the LORD sends rain on the earth.’ ”

15So she went away and did according to the word of Elijah; and she and he and her household ate for many days.

16The bin of flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil run dry, according to the word of the LORD which He spoke by Elijah.

Miracle of the Resurrection of the Gentile Son

17Now it happened after these things that the son of the woman who owned the house became sick. And his sickness was so serious that there was no breath left in him.

18So she said to Elijah, R“What have I to do with you, O man of God? Have you come to me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to kill my son?”

19And he said to her, “Give me your son.” So he took him out of her arms and carried him to the upper room where he was staying, and laid him on his own bed.

20Then he cried out to the LORD and said, “O LORD my God, have You also brought tragedy on the widow with whom I lodge, by killing her son?”

21And he stretched himself out on the child three times, and cried out to the LORD and said, “O LORD my God, I pray, let this child’s soul come back to him.”

22Then the LORD heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came back to him, and he Rrevived.

23And Elijah took the child and brought him down from the upper room into the house, and gave him to his mother. And Elijah said, “See, your son lives!”

24Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now by this RI know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in your mouth is the truth.”




CHAPTER 18

Challenge to Ahab

1And it came to pass after many days that the word of the LORD came to Elijah, in the third year, saying, “Go, present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the earth.”

2So Elijah went to present himself to Ahab; and there was a severe famine in Samaria.

3And Ahab had called Obadiah, who was Tin charge of his house. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly.

4For so it was, while Jezebel Tmassacred the prophets of the LORD, that Obadiah had taken one hundred prophets and hidden them, fifty to a cave, and had fed them with bread and water.)

5And Ahab had said to Obadiah, “Go into the land to all the springs of water and to all the brooks; perhaps we may find grass to keep the horses and mules alive, so that we will not have to kill any livestock.”

6So they divided the land between them to explore it; Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah went another way by himself.

7Now as Obadiah was on his way, suddenly Elijah met him; and he Rrecognized him, and fell on his face, and said, “Is that you, my lord Elijah?”

8And he answered him, “It is I. Go, tell your master, ‘Elijah is here.’ ”

9So he said, “How have I sinned, that you are delivering your servant into the hand of Ahab, to kill me?

10“As the LORD your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom where my master has not sent someone to hunt for you; and when they said, ‘He is not here, ’ he took an oath from the kingdom or nation that they could not find you.

11“And now you say, ‘Go, tell your master, “Elijah is here” ’!

12“And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from you, that the Spirit of the LORD will carry you to a place I do not know; so when I go and tell Ahab, and he cannot find you, he will kill me. But I your servant have feared the LORD from my youth.

13“Was it not reported to my lord what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the LORD, how I hid one hundred men of the LORD’s prophets, fifty to a cave, and fed them with bread and water?

14“And now you say, ‘Go, tell your master, “Elijah is here.” ’ He will kill me!”

15Then Elijah said, “As the LORD of hosts lives, before whom I stand, I will surely present myself to him today.”

16So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him; and Ahab went to meet Elijah.

17Then it happened, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said to him, R“Is that you, O Rtroubler of Israel?”

18And he answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but you and your father’s house have, Rin that you have forsaken the commandments of the LORD and have followed the Baals.

19“Now therefore, send and gather all Israel to me on RMount Carmel, the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, Rand the four hundred prophets of Asherah, * who eat at Jezebel’s table.”

Victory on Mount Carmel

20So Ahab sent for all the children of Israel, and Rgathered the prophets together on Mount Carmel.

21And Elijah came to all the people, and said, R“How long will you falter between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.” But the people answered him not a word.

22Then Elijah said to the people, “I alone am left a prophet of the LORD; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty men.

23“Therefore let them give us two bulls; and let them choose one bull for themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it; and I will prepare the other bull, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it.

24“Then you call on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD; and the God who Ranswers by fire, He is God.” So all the people answered and said, “It is well spoken.”

25Now Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one bull for yourselves and prepare it first, for you are many; and call on the name of your god, but put no fire under it.”

26So they took the bull which was given them, and they prepared it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even till noon, saying, “O Baal, Thear us!” But there was Rno voice; no one answered. Then they leaped about the altar which they had made.

27And so it was, at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, “Cry Taloud, for he is a god; either he is meditating, or he is busy, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is sleeping and must be awakened.”

28So they cried aloud, and Rcut themselves, as was their custom, with Tknives and lances, until the blood gushed out on them.

29And when midday was past, Rthey prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice. But there was Rno voice; no one answered, no one paid attention.

30Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” So all the people came near to him. RAnd he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down.

31And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, “Israel shall be your name.”*

32Then with the stones he built an altar Rin the name of the LORD; and he made a trench around the altar large enough to hold two seahs of seed.

33And he Rput the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on the wood, and said, “Fill four waterpots with water, and Rpour it on the burnt sacrifice and on the wood.”

34Then he said, “Do it a second time, ” and they did it a second time; and he said, “Do it a third time, ” and they did it a third time.

35So the water ran all around the altar; and he also filled the trench with water.

36And it came to pass, at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near and said, “LORD RGod of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that You are God in Israel and I am Your servant, and that I have done all these things at Your word.

37“Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that You are the LORD God, and that You have turned their hearts back to You again.”

38Then Rthe fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood and the stones and the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the trench.

39Now when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, “The LORD, He is God! The LORD, He is God!”

40And Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal! Do not let one of them escape!” So they seized them; and Elijah brought them down to the Brook RKishon and executed them there.

Miracle of the Rain

41Then Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of abundance of rain.”

42So Ahab went up to eat and drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; Rthen he bowed down on the ground, and put his face between his knees, 

43and said to his servant, “Go up now, look toward the sea.” So he went up and looked, and said, “There is nothing.” And seven times he said, “Go again.”

44Then it came to pass the seventh time, that he said, “There is a cloud, as small as a man’s hand, rising out of the sea!” So he said, “Go up, say to Ahab, T‘Prepare your chariot, and go down before the rain stops you.’ ”

45Now it happened in the meantime that the sky became black with clouds and wind, and there was a heavy rain. So Ahab rode away and went to Jezreel.

46Then the hand of the LORD came upon Elijah; and he girded up his loins and ran ahead of Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.




CHAPTER 19

Elijah Flees from Jezebel

1And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, also how he had Rexecuted all the prophets with the sword.

2Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, R“So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make your life as the life of one of them by tomorrow about this time.”

3And when he saw that, he arose and ran for his life, and went to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there.

Elijah Desires to Die

4But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a Tbroom tree. And he Rprayed that he might die, and said, “It is enough! Now, LORD, take my life, for I am no better than my fathers!”

5Then as he lay and slept under a broom tree, suddenly an angel* touched him, and said to him, “Arise and eat.”

6Then he looked, and there by his head was a cake baked on Tcoals, and a jar of water. So he ate and drank, and lay down again.

7And the angel* of the LORD came back the second time, and touched him, and said, “Arise and eat, because the journey is too great for you.”

8So he arose, and ate and drank; and he went in the strength of that food forty days and Rforty nights as far as RHoreb, the mountain of God.

Elijah Has Self-Pity

9And there he went into a cave, and spent the night in that place; and behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and He said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

10So he said, R“I have been very Rzealous for the LORD God of hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my life.”

11Then He said, “Go out, and stand Ron the mountain before the LORD.” And behold, the LORD Rpassed by, and a great and strong wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake;

12and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire Ta still small voice.

13So it was, when Elijah heard it, that Rhe wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood in the entrance of the cave. Suddenly a voice came to him, and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

14RAnd he said, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God of hosts; because the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my life.”

15Then the LORD said to him: “Go, return on your way to the Wilderness of Damascus; Rand when you arrive, anoint Hazael as king over Syria.

16“Also you shall anoint Jehu the son of Nimshi as king over Israel. And Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel Meholah you shall anoint as prophet in your place.

17“It shall be that whoever escapes the sword of Hazael, Jehu will kill; and whoever escapes the sword of Jehu, Elisha will kill.

18R“Yet I have reserved seven thousand in Israel, all whose knees have not bowed to Baal, Rand every mouth that has not kissed him.”

Call of Elisha

19So he departed from there, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he was with the twelfth. Then Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle on him.

20And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah, and said, R“Please let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” And he said to him, “Go back again, for what have I done to you?”

21So Elisha turned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen and slaughtered them and Rboiled their flesh, using the oxen’s equipment, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he arose and followed Elijah, and became his servant.




CHAPTER 20

First Victory over Syria

1Now RBen-Hadad the king of Syria gathered all his forces together; thirty-two kings were with him, with horses and chariots. And he went up and besieged Samaria, and made war against it.

2Then he sent messengers into the city to Ahab king of Israel, and said to him, “Thus says Ben-Hadad:

3‘Your silver and your gold are mine; your loveliest wives and children are mine.’ ”

4And the king of Israel answered and said, “My lord, O king, just as you say, I and all that I have are yours.”

5Then the messengers came back and said, “Thus speaks Ben-Hadad, saying, ‘Indeed I have sent to you, saying, “You shall deliver to me your silver and your gold, your wives and your children”;

6‘but I will send my servants to you tomorrow about this time, and they shall search your house and the houses of your servants. And it shall be, that whatever is Tpleasant in your eyes, they will put it in their hands and take it.’ ”

7So the king of Israel called all the elders of the land, and said, “Notice, please, and see how this man seeks trouble, for he sent to me for my wives, my children, my silver, and my gold; and I did not deny him.”

8And all the elders and all the people said to him, “Do not listen or consent.”

9Therefore he said to the messengers of Ben-Hadad, “Tell my lord the king, ‘All that you sent for to your servant the first time I will do, but this thing I cannot do.’ ” And the messengers departed and brought back word to him.

10Then Ben-Hadad sent to him and said, “The gods do so to me, and more also, if enough dust is left of Samaria for a handful for each of the people who follow me.”

11So the king of Israel answered and said, “Tell him, ‘Let not the one who puts on his armor boast like the one who takes it off.’ ”

12And it happened when Ben-Hadad heard this message, as he and the kings were drinking at the command post, that he said to his servants, “Get ready.” And they got ready to attack the city.

13Suddenly a prophet approached Ahab king of Israel, saying, “Thus says the LORD: ‘Have you seen all this great multitude? Behold, I will deliver it into your hand today, and you shall know that I am the LORD.’ ”

14So Ahab said, “By whom?” And he said, “Thus says the LORD: ‘By the young leaders of the provinces.’ ” Then he said, “Who will set the battle in order?” And he answered, “You.”

15Then he mustered the young leaders of the provinces, and there were two hundred and thirty-two; and after them he mustered all the people, all the children of Israel—seven thousand.

16So they went out at noon. Meanwhile Ben-Hadad and the thirty-two kings helping him were Rgetting drunk at the command post.

17The young leaders of the provinces went out first. And Ben-Hadad sent out a patrol, and they told him, saying, “Men are coming out of Samaria!”

18So he said, “If they have come out for peace, take them alive; and if they have come out for war, take them alive.”

19Then these young leaders of the provinces went out of the city with the army which followed them.

20And each one killed his man; so the Syrians fled, and Israel pursued them; and Ben-Hadad the king of Syria escaped on a horse with the cavalry.

21Then the king of Israel went out and attacked the horses and chariots, and killed the Syrians with a great slaughter.

Second Victory over Syria

22And the prophet came to the king of Israel and said to him, “Go, strengthen yourself; take note, and see what you should do, for in the spring of the year the king of Syria will come up against you.”

23Then the servants of the king of Syria said to him, “Their gods are gods of the hills. Therefore they were stronger than we; but if we fight against them in the plain, surely we will be stronger than they.

24“So do this thing: Dismiss the kings, each from his position, and put captains in their Tplaces;

25“and you shall muster an army like the army Tthat you have lost, horse for horse and chariot for chariot. Then we will fight against them in the plain; surely we will be stronger than they.” And he listened to their voice and did so.

26So it was, in the spring of the year, that Ben-Hadad mustered the Syrians and went up to Aphek to fight against Israel.

27And the children of Israel were mustered and given provisions, and they went against them. Now the children of Israel encamped before them like two little flocks of goats, while the Syrians filled the Rcountryside.

28Then a man of God came and spoke to the king of Israel, and said, “Thus says the LORD: ‘Because the Syrians have said, “The LORD is God of the hills, but He is not God of the valleys, ” therefore I will deliver all this great multitude into your hand, and you shall know that I am the LORD.’ ”

29And they encamped opposite each other for seven days. So it was that on the seventh day the battle was joined; and the children of Israel killed one hundred thousand foot soldiers of the Syrians in one day.

30But the rest fled to Aphek, into the city; then a wall fell on twenty-seven thousand of the men who were left. And Ben-Hadad fled and went into the city, into an inner chamber.

31Then his servants said to him, “Look now, we have heard that the kings of the house of Israel are merciful kings. Please, let us Rput sackcloth around our waists and ropes around our heads, and go out to the king of Israel; perhaps he will spare your life.”

32So they wore sackcloth around their waists and put ropes around their heads, and came to the king of Israel and said, “Your servant Ben-Hadad says, ‘Please let me live.’ ” And he said, “Is he still alive? He is my brother.”

33Now the men were watching closely to see whether any sign of mercy would come from him; and they quickly grasped at this word and said, “Your brother Ben-Hadad.” So he said, “Go, bring him.” Then Ben-Hadad came out to him; and he had him come up into the chariot.

34So Ben-Hadad said to him, “The cities which my father took from your father I will restore; and you may set up marketplaces for yourself in Damascus, as my father did in Samaria.” Then Ahab said, “I will send you away with this treaty.” So he made a treaty with him and sent him away.

35Now a certain man of Rthe sons of the prophets said to his neighbor by the word of the LORD, “Strike me, please.” And the man refused to strike him.

36Then he said to him, “Because you have not obeyed the voice of the LORD, surely, as soon as you depart from me, a lion shall kill you.” And as soon as he left him, Ra lion found him and killed him.

37And he found another man, and said, “Strike me, please.” So the man struck him, inflicting a wound.

38Then the prophet departed and waited for the king by the road, and disguised himself with a bandage over his eyes.

39Now as the king passed by, he cried out to the king and said, “Your servant went out into the midst of the battle; and there, a man came over and brought a man to me, and said, ‘Guard this man; if by any means he is missing, your life shall be for his life, or else you shall pay a talent of silver.’

40“While your servant was busy here and there, he was gone.” Then the king of Israel said to him, “So shall your judgment be; you yourself have decided it.”

41And he hastened to take the bandage away from his eyes; and the king of Israel recognized him as one of the prophets.

42Then he said to him, “Thus says the LORD: ‘Because you have let slip out of your hand a man whom I appointed to utter destruction, therefore your life shall go for his life, and your people for his people.’ ”

43So the king of Israel went to his house sullen and displeased, and came to Samaria.




CHAPTER 21

Murder of Naboth

1And it came to pass after these things that Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard which was in RJezreel, next to the palace of Ahab king of Samaria.

2So Ahab spoke to Naboth, saying, “Give me your vineyard, that I may have it for a vegetable garden, because it is near, next to my house; and for it I will give you a vineyard better than it. Or, if it seems good to you, I will give you its worth in money.”

3But Naboth said to Ahab, “The LORD forbid Rthat I should give the inheritance of my fathers to you!”

4So Ahab went into his house sullen and displeased because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him; for he had said, “I will not give you the inheritance of my fathers.” And he lay down on his bed, and turned away his face, and would eat no food.

5But RJezebel his wife came to him, and said to him, “Why is your spirit so sullen that you eat no food?”

6He said to her, “Because I spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite, and said to him, ‘Give me your vineyard for money; or else, if it pleases you, I will give you another vineyard for it.’ And he answered, ‘I will not give you my vineyard.’ ”

7Then Jezebel his wife said to him, “You now exercise authority over Israel! Arise, eat food, and let your heart be cheerful; I will give you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.”

8And she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters to the elders and the nobles who were dwelling in the city with Naboth.

9She wrote in the letters, saying, 

Proclaim a fast, and seat Naboth with high honor among the people;

10and seat two men, scoundrels, before him to bear witness against him, saying, “You have Rblasphemed God and the king.” Then take him out, and stone him, that he may die. 

11So the men of his city, the elders and nobles who were inhabitants of his city, did as Jezebel had sent to them, as it was written in the letters which she had sent to them.

12They proclaimed a fast, and seated Naboth with high honor among the people.

13And two men, scoundrels, came in and sat before him; and the scoundrels witnessed against him, against Naboth, in the presence of the people, saying, “Naboth has blasphemed God and the king!” RThen they took him outside the city and stoned him with stones, so that he died.

14Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, “Naboth has been stoned and is dead.”

15And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned and was dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, “Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give you for money; for Naboth is not alive, but dead.”

16So it was, when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab got up and went down to take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.

Prediction of Ahab’s Death

17RThen the word of the LORD came to RElijah the Tishbite, saying, 

18“Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, Rwho lives in Samaria. There he is, in the vineyard of Naboth, where he has gone down to take possession of it.

19“You shall speak to him, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Have you murdered and also taken possession?” ’ And you shall speak to him, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD: “In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth, dogs shall lick your blood, even yours.” ’ ”

20So Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found me, O my enemy?” And he answered, “I have found you, because you have sold yourself to do evil in the sight of the LORD:

21‘Behold, RI will bring calamity on you. I will take away your Rposterity, and will cut off from Ahab every male in Israel, both bond and free.

22‘I will make your house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, because of the provocation with which you have provoked Me to anger, and made Israel sin.’

23“And Rconcerning Jezebel the LORD also spoke, saying, ‘The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall* of Jezreel.’

24“The dogs shall eat whoever belongs to Ahab and dies in the city, and the birds of the air shall eat whoever dies in the field.”

25But Rthere was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do wickedness in the sight of the LORD, Rbecause Jezebel his wife stirred him up.

26And he behaved very abominably in following idols, according to all Rthat the Amorites had done, whom the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel.

27So it was, when Ahab heard those words, that he tore his clothes and put sackcloth on his body, and fasted and lay in sackcloth, and went about mourning.

28And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 

29“See how Ahab has humbled himself before Me? Because he Rhas humbled himself before Me, I will not bring the calamity in his days. In the days of his son I will bring the calamity on his house.”




CHAPTER 22

Promise of Victory by the False Prophets 2 Chr. 18:2–11

1Now three years passed without war between Syria and Israel.

2Then it came to pass, in the third year, that RJehoshaphat the king of Judah went down to visit the king of Israel.

3And the king of Israel said to his servants, “Do you know that RRamoth in Gilead is ours, but we hesitate to take it out of the hand of the king of Syria?”

4So he said to Jehoshaphat, “Will you go with me to fight at Ramoth Gilead?” Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, R“I am as you are, my people as your people, my horses as your horses.”

5Also Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, R“Please inquire for the word of the LORD today.”

6Then the king of Israel Rgathered the prophets together, about four hundred men, and said to them, “Shall I go against Ramoth Gilead to fight, or shall I refrain?” So they said, “Go up, for the Lord will deliver it into the hand of the king.”

7And RJehoshaphat said, “Is there not still a prophet of the LORD here, that we may inquire of Him?”*

8So the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “There is still one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we may inquire of the LORD; but I hate him, because he does not prophesy good concerning me, but evil.” And Jehoshaphat said, “Let not the king say such things!”

9Then the king of Israel called an officer and said, “Bring Micaiah the son of Imlah quickly!”

10The king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, having put on their robes, sat each on his throne, at a threshing floor at the entrance of the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied before them.

11Now Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah had made Rhorns of iron for himself; and he said, “Thus says the LORD: ‘With these you shall Rgore the Syrians until they are destroyed.’ ”

12And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, “Go up to Ramoth Gilead and prosper, for the LORD will deliver it into the king’s hand.”

Promise of Defeat by Micaiah 2 Chr. 18:12–27

13Then the messenger who had gone to call Micaiah spoke to him, saying, “Now listen, the words of the prophets with one accord encourage the king. Please, let your word be like the word of one of them, and speak encouragement.”

14And Micaiah said, “As the LORD lives, Rwhatever the LORD says to me, that I will speak.”

15Then he came to the king; and the king said to him, “Micaiah, shall we go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or shall we refrain?” And he answered him, “Go and prosper, for the LORD will deliver it into the hand of the king!”

16So the king said to him, “How many times shall I make you swear that you tell me nothing but the truth in the name of the LORD?”

17Then he said, “I saw all Israel Rscattered on the mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd. And the LORD said, ‘These have no master. Let each return to his house in peace.’ ”

18And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Did I not tell you he would not prophesy good concerning me, but evil?”

19Then Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the word of the LORD: RI saw the LORD sitting on His throne, Rand all the host of heaven standing by, on His right hand and on His left.

20“And the LORD said, ‘Who will persuade Ahab to go up, that he may fall at Ramoth Gilead?’ So one spoke in this manner, and another spoke in that manner.

21“Then a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD, and said, ‘I will persuade him.’

22“The LORD said to him, ‘In what way?’ So he said, ‘I will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’ And the LORD said, R‘You shall persuade him, and also prevail. Go out and do so.’

23R“Therefore look! The LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these prophets of yours, and the LORD has declared disaster against you.”

24Now Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah went near and struck Micaiah on the cheek, and said, “Which way did the spirit from the LORD go from me to speak to you?”

25And Micaiah said, “Indeed, you shall see on that day when you go into an Rinner chamber to hide!”

26So the king of Israel said, “Take Micaiah, and return him to Amon the governor of the city and to Joash the king’s son;

27“and say, ‘Thus says the king: “Put this fellow in Rprison, and feed him with bread of affliction and water of affliction, until I come in peace.” ’ ”

28But Micaiah said, “If you ever return in peace, the LORD has not spoken by me.” And he said, “Take heed, all you people!”

Defeat of Israel—2 Chr. 18:28–34

29So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to Ramoth Gilead.

30And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “I will disguise myself and go into battle; but you put on your robes.” So the king of Israel Rdisguised himself and went into battle.

31Now the Rking of Syria had commanded the thirty-two captains of his chariots, saying, “Fight with no one small or great, but only with the king of Israel.”

32So it was, when the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that they said, “Surely it is the king of Israel!” Therefore they turned aside to fight against him, and Jehoshaphat Rcried out.

33And it happened, when the captains of the chariots saw that it was not the king of Israel, that they turned back from pursuing him.

34Now a certain man drew a bow at random, and struck the king of Israel between the joints of his armor. So he said to the driver of his chariot, “Turn around and take me out of the battle, for I am wounded.”

35The battle increased that day; and the king was propped up in his chariot, facing the Syrians, and died at evening. The blood ran out from the wound onto the floor of the chariot.

36Then, as the sun was going down, a shout went throughout the army, saying, “Every man to his city, and every man to his own country!”

Death of Ahab

37So the king died, and was brought to Samaria. And they buried the king in Samaria.

38Then someone washed the chariot at a pool in Samaria, and the dogs licked up his blood while the harlots bathed, * according Rto the word of the LORD which He had spoken.

39Now the rest of the acts of Ahab, and all that he did, Rthe ivory house which he built and all the cities that he built, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

40So Ahab rested with his fathers. Then Ahaziah his son reigned in his place.

The Reign of Jehoshaphat in Judah 2 Chr. 20:31–21:1

41RJehoshaphat the son of Asa had become king over Judah in the fourth year of Ahab king of Israel.

42Jehoshaphat was thirty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned twenty-five years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi.

43And he walked in all the ways of his father Asa. He did not turn aside from them, doing what was right in the eyes of the LORD. Nevertheless the high places were not taken away, for the people offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high places.

44Also RJehoshaphat made Rpeace with the king of Israel.

45Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, the might that he showed, and how he made war, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

46RAnd the rest of the perverted persons, * who remained in the days of his father Asa, he banished from the land.

47RThere was then no king in Edom, only a deputy of the king.

48RJehoshaphat Rmade merchant ships* to go to Ophir for gold; but they never sailed, for the ships were wrecked at Ezion Geber.

49Then Ahaziah the son of Ahab said to Jehoshaphat, “Let my servants go with your servants in the ships.” But Jehoshaphat would not.

50And RJehoshaphat rested with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the City of David his father. Then Jehoram his son reigned in his place.

The Reign of Ahaziah in Israel

51RAhaziah the son of Ahab became king over Israel in Samaria in the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned two years over Israel.

52He did evil in the sight of the LORD, and Rwalked in the way of his father and in the way of his mother and in the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin;

53for Rhe served Baal and worshiped him, and provoked the LORD God of Israel to anger, Raccording to all that his father had done.




The Second Book of The Kings
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THE BOOK OF 2 KINGS

The Book of 2 Kings continues the drama begun in 1 Kings—the tragic history of two nations on a collision course with captivity. The author systematically traces the reigning monarchs of Israel and Judah, first by carrying one nation’s history forward, then retracing the same period for the other nation.

Nineteen consecutive evil kings rule in Israel, leading to the captivity by Assyria. The picture is somewhat brighter in Judah, where godly kings occasionally emerge to reform the evils of their predecessors. In the end, however, sin outweighs righteousness and Judah is marched off to Babylon. See “The Book of 1 Kings” for more detail concerning the title.
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THE AUTHOR OF 2 KINGS

See “The Author of 1 Kings” for a discussion of authorship. If this now divided book was not written by Jeremiah, it probably was written by a prophetic contemporary of his. The majority of 2 Kings was written before the Babylonian captivity (see “to this day” in 17:34, 41).

The literary style of 2 Kings is similar to that of the Book of Jeremiah, and it has been observed that the omission of Jeremiah’s ministry in the account of King Josiah and his successors may indicate that Jeremiah himself was the recorder of the events. However, the last two chapters were evidently added to the book after the Babylonian captivity and written by someone other than Jeremiah. The prophet Jeremiah was forced to flee to Egypt (Jer. 43:1–8), not to Babylon. It is interesting that 2 Kings 24:18–25:30 is almost the same as Jeremiah 52.
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THE TIME OF 2 KINGS

The last recorded event in 2 Kings is the release of Jehoiachin (25:27–30), which takes place in 560 B.C. Most of 1 and 2 Kings probably was written just prior to 586 B.C., but chapters 24 and 25 were written after Jehoiachin’s release, perhaps about 550 B.C.

Chapters 1–17 cover the 131 years from 853 B.C. (King Ahaziah of Israel) to 722 B.C. (the Assyrian captivity of Israel). Chapters 18–25 cover the 155 years from the beginning of Hezekiah’s reign in 715 B.C. to the release of Jehoiachin in Babylon in 560 B.C. The united kingdom lasts for 112 years (1043–931 B.C.), the northern kingdom of Israel exists for another 209 years (931–722 B.C.), and the southern kingdom of Judah continues for an additional 136 years (722–586 B.C.). During this 457-year kingdom period, there are great shifts of world power. Egyptian and Assyrian control over Palestine fluctuates; Assyria rises to preeminence, declines, and is finally conquered by Babylon.

The books of Kings show that judgment comes to the kingdoms of Israel and Judah because of their idolatry, immorality, and disunity. Judah lasts 136 years longer than Israel because of the relative goodness of eight of its twenty kings. Israel never breaks away from Jeroboam’s idolatrous calf worship, but Judah experiences some periods of revival in the worship of Yahweh. During these years, God sends many of His prophets. Elijah, Elisha, Amos, and Hosea are in the northern kingdom, while in the southern kingdom Obadiah, Joel, Isaiah, Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah, Jeremiah, and Habakkuk are prophesying.
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THE CHRIST OF 2 KINGS

Unlike the nine different dynasties in the northern kingdom, the kings of Judah reign as one continuous dynasty. In spite of Queen Athaliah’s attempt to destroy the house of David, God remains faithful to His covenant with David (2 Sam. 7) by preserving his lineage. Jesus the Messiah is his direct descendant.

While Elijah is a type of John the Baptist (Matt. 11:14; 17:10–12; Luke 1:17), Elisha reminds us of Christ. Elijah generally lives apart from the people and stresses law, judgment, and repentance. Elisha lives among the people and emphasizes grace, life, and hope.
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KEYS TO 2 KINGS

Key Word: Captivities of the Kingdom—Second Kings records both the destruction and captivity of Israel by the Assyrians (2 Kin. 17), as well as the destruction and captivity of Judah by the Babylonians (2 Kin. 25).

The book was written selectively, not exhaustively, from a prophetic viewpoint to teach that the decline and collapse of the two kingdoms occurred because the rulers and people failed to heed the warnings of God’s messengers. The spiritual climate of the nation determined its political and economic conditions.

The prophets of Yahweh play a prominent role in 1 and 2 Kings as God uses them to remind the kings of their covenant responsibilities as His theocratic administrators. When the king keeps the covenant, he and the nation are richly blessed. But judgment consistently falls upon those who refuse to obey God’s law. God is seen in Kings as the controller of history who reveals His plan and purpose to His people. Unhappily, the people are concerned more with their own plans, and their rejection of God’s rule leads to exile at the hands of the Assyrians and Babylonians.

Key Verses: 2 Kings 17:22, 23; 23:27—“For the children of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did; they did not depart from them, until the LORD removed Israel out of His sight, as He had said by all His servants the prophets. So Israel was carried away from their own land to Assyria, as it is to this day” (17:22, 23).

“And the LORD said, ‘I will also remove Judah from My sight, as I have removed Israel, and will cast off this city Jerusalem which I have chosen, and the house of which I said, “My name shall be there” ’ ” (23:27).

Key Chapter: 2 Kings 25—The last chapter of 2 Kings records the utter destruction of the City of Jerusalem and its glorious temple. Only the poor of Israel are left, and even some of them flee for their lives to Egypt. Hope is still alive, however, with the remnant in the Babylonian captivity as Evil-Merodach frees Jehoiachin from prison and treats him kindly.
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SURVEY OF 2 KINGS

Without interruption 2 Kings continues the narrative of 1 Kings. The twin kingdoms of Israel and Judah pursue a collision course with captivity as the glory of the once united kingdom becomes increasingly diminished. Division has led to decline and now ends in double deportation with Israel captured by Assyria and Judah by Babylon. This book traces the history of the divided kingdom in chapters 1–17 and the history of the surviving kingdom in chapters 18–25.

Divided Kingdom (1–17): These chapters record the story of Israel’s corruption in a relentless succession of bad kings from Ahaziah to Hoshea. The situation in Judah during this time (Jehoram to Ahaz) is somewhat better, but far from ideal. This dark period in the northern kingdom of Israel is interrupted only by the ministries of such godly prophets as Elijah and Elisha. At the end of Elijah’s miraculous ministry, Elisha is installed and authenticated as his successor. He is a force for righteousness in a nation that never served the true God or worshiped at the temple in Jerusalem. Elisha’s ministry is characterized by miraculous provisions of sustenance and life. Through him God demonstrates His gracious care for the nation and His concern for any person who desires to come to Him. However, like his forerunner Elijah, Elisha is basically rejected by Israel’s leadership.

Elisha instructs one of his prophetic assistants to anoint Jehu king over Israel. Jehu fulfills the prophecies concerning Ahab’s descendants by putting them to death. He kills Ahab’s wife Jezebel, his sons, and also the priests of Baal. But he does not depart from the calf worship originally set up by Jeroboam. The loss of the house of Ahab means the alienation of Israel and Judah and the weakening of both. Israel’s enemies begin to get the upper hand. Meanwhile, in Judah, Jezebel’s daughter Athaliah kills all the descendants of David, except for Joash, and usurps the throne. However, Jehoiada the priest eventually removes her from the throne and places Joash in power. Joash restores the temple and serves God.

Syria gains virtual control over Israel, but there is no response to God’s chastisement: the kings and people refuse to repent. Nevertheless, there is a period of restoration under Jeroboam II, but the continuing series of wicked kings in Israel leads to its overthrow by Assyria.

Surviving Kingdom (18–25): Of Israel’s nineteen kings, not one is righteous in God’s sight. All but one of its nine dynasties are created by murdering the previous king. In Judah, where there is only one dynasty, eight of its twenty rulers do what is right before God. Nevertheless, Judah’s collapse finally comes, resulting in the Babylonian exile. Chapters 18–25 read more easily than chapters 1–17 because alternating the histories of the northern and southern kingdoms is no longer necessary. Only Judah remains.

Six years before the overthrow of Israel’s capital of Samaria, Hezekiah becomes king of Judah. Because of his exemplary faith and reforms, God spares Jerusalem from Assyria and brings a measure of prosperity to Judah. How-ever, Hezekiah’s son Manasseh is so idolatrous that his long reign leads to the downfall of Judah. Even Josiah’s later reforms cannot stem the tide of evil, and the four kings who succeed him are exceedingly wicked. Judgment comes with three deportations to Babylon. The third occurs in 586 B.C. when Nebuchadnezzar destroys Jerusalem and the temple. Still, the book ends on a note of hope with God preserving a remnant for Himself.
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OUTLINE OF 2 KINGS

Part One: The Divided Kingdom (1:1–17:41)

I. The Reign of Ahaziah in Israel … 1 Kin. 22:51—2 Kin. 1:18
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B. Political Situation Under Ahaziah … 2 Kin. 1:1

C. Death of Ahaziah … 1:2–18

II. The Reign of Jehoram in Israel … 2:1–8:15

A. Transition from Elijah to Elisha … 2:1–25

1. Chariot of Fire Takes Elijah … 2:1–11
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B. Spiritual Evaluation of Jehoram … 3:1–3

C. Political Situation Under Jehoram … 3:4–27
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1. Miracle of the Increase of the Widow’s Oil … 4:1–7
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4. Miracle of the Multiplication of the Loaves … 4:42–44
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CHAPTER 1

Political Situation Under Ahaziah—2 Kin. 3:5

1Moab Rrebelled against Israel Rafter the death of Ahab.

Death of Ahaziah

2Now RAhaziah fell through the lattice of his upper room in Samaria, and was injured; so he sent messengers and said to them, “Go, inquire of RBaal-Zebub, the god of REkron, whether I shall recover from this injury.”

3But the angel* of the LORD said to Elijah the Tishbite, “Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say to them, ‘Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are going to inquire of Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron?’

4“Now therefore, thus says the LORD: ‘You shall not come down from the bed to which you have gone up, but you shall surely die.’ ” So Elijah departed.

5And when the messengers returned to Thim, he said to them, “Why have you come back?”

6So they said to him, “A man came up to meet us, and said to us, ‘Go, return to the king who sent you, and say to him, “Thus says the LORD: ‘Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are sending to inquire of Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron? Therefore you shall not come down from the bed to which you have gone up, but you shall surely die.’ ” ’ ”

7Then he said to them, “What kind of man was it who came up to meet you and told you these words?”

8So they answered him, “A hairy man wearing a leather belt around his waist.” And he said, “It is Elijah the Tishbite.”

9Then the king sent to him a captain of fifty with his fifty men. So he went up to him; and there he was, sitting on the top of a hill. And he spoke to him: “Man of God, the king has said, ‘Come down!’ ”

10So Elijah answered and said to the captain of fifty, “If I am a man of God, then Rlet fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty men.” And fire came down from heaven and consumed him and his fifty.

11Then he sent to him another captain of fifty with his fifty men. And he answered and said to him: “Man of God, thus has the king said, ‘Come down quickly!’ ”

12So Elijah answered and said to them, “If I am a man of God, let fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty men.” And the fire of God came down from heaven and consumed him and his fifty.

13Again, he sent a third captain of fifty with his fifty men. And the third captain of fifty went up, and came and fell on his knees before Elijah, and pleaded with him, and said to him: “Man of God, please let my life and the life of these fifty servants of yours be precious in your sight.

14“Look, fire has come down from heaven and burned up the first two captains of fifties with their fifties. But let my life now be precious in your sight.”

15And the angel* of the LORD said to Elijah, “Go down with him; do not be afraid of him.” So he arose and went down with him to the king.

16Then he said to him, “Thus says the LORD: ‘Because you have sent messengers to inquire of Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron, is it because there is no God in Israel to inquire of His word? Therefore you shall not come down from the bed to which you have gone up, but you shall surely die.’ ”

17So Ahaziah died according to the word of the LORD which Elijah had spoken. Because he had no son, Jehoram* became king in his place, in the second year of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah.

18Now the rest of the acts of Ahaziah which he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?




CHAPTER 2

Chariot of Fire Takes Elijah

1And it came to pass, when the LORD was about to Rtake up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with RElisha from Gilgal.

2Then Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, please, for the LORD has sent me on to Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and Ras your soul lives, I will not leave you!” So they went down to Bethel.

3Now the sons of the prophets who were at Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that the LORD will take away your master from over you today?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent!”

4Then Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, please, for the LORD has sent me on to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave you!” So they came to Jericho.

5Now the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho came to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that the LORD will take away your master from over you today?” So he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent!”

6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, please, for the LORD has sent me on to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave you!” So the two of them went on.

7And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went and stood facing them at a distance, while the two of them stood by the Jordan.

8Now Elijah took his mantle, rolled it up, and struck the water; and Rit was divided this way and that, so that the two of them crossed over on dry ground.

9And so it was, when they had crossed over, that Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask! What may I do for you, before I am taken away from you?” Elisha said, “Please let a double portion of your spirit be upon me.”

10So he said, “You have asked a hard thing. Nevertheless, if you see me when I am taken from you, it shall be so for you; but if not, it shall not be so.”

11Then it happened, as they continued on and talked, that suddenly Ra chariot of fire appeared with horses of fire, and separated the two of them; and Elijah Rwent up by a whirlwind into heaven.

Authority of Elijah Is Taken by Elisha

12And Elisha saw it, and he cried out, R“My father, my father, the chariot of Israel and its horsemen!” So he saw him no more. And he took hold of his own clothes and tore them into two pieces.

13He also took up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and stood by the bank of the Jordan.

14Then he took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the water, and said, “Where is the LORD God of Elijah?” And when he also had struck the water, Rit was divided this way and that; and Elisha crossed over.

15Now when the sons of the prophets who were Rfrom Jericho saw him, they said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” And they came to meet him, and bowed to the ground before him.

16Then they said to him, “Look now, there are fifty strong men with your servants. Please let them go and search for your master, Rlest perhaps the Spirit of the LORD has taken him up and cast him upon some mountain or into some valley.” And he said, “You shall not send anyone.”

17But when they urged him till he was Rashamed, he said, “Send them!” Therefore they sent fifty men, and they searched for three days but did not find him.

18And when they came back to him, for he had stayed in Jericho, he said to them, “Did I not say to you, ‘Do not go’?”

19Then the men of the city said to Elisha, “Please notice, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord sees; but the water is bad, and the ground barren.”

20And he said, “Bring me a new bowl, and put salt in it.” So they brought it to him.

21Then he went out to the source of the water, and Rcast in the salt there, and said, “Thus says the LORD: ‘I have Thealed this water; from it there shall be no more death or barrenness.’ ”

22So the water remains Rhealed to this day, according to the word of Elisha which he spoke.

23Then he went up from there to Bethel; and as he was going up the road, some youths came from the city and mocked him, and said to him, “Go up, you baldhead! Go up, you baldhead!”

24So he turned around and looked at them, and Rpronounced a curse on them in the name of the LORD. And two female bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-two of the youths.

25Then he went from there to RMount Carmel, and from there he returned to Samaria.




CHAPTER 3

Spiritual Evaluation of Jehoram

1Now RJehoram the son of Ahab became king over Israel at Samaria in the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned twelve years.

2And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, but not like his father and mother; for he put away the sacred pillar of Baal Rthat his father had made.

3Nevertheless he persisted in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin; he did not depart from them.

Political Situation Under Jehoram

4Now Mesha king of Moab was a sheepbreeder, and he regularly paid the king of Israel one hundred thousand lambs and the wool of one hundred thousand rams.

5But it happened, when RAhab died, that the king of Moab rebelled against the king of Israel.

6So King Jehoram went out of Samaria at that time and mustered all Israel.

7Then he went and sent to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, saying, “The king of Moab has rebelled against me. Will you go with me to fight against Moab?” And he said, “I will go up; I am as you are, my people as your people, my horses as your horses.”

8Then he said, “Which way shall we go up?” And he answered, “By way of the Wilderness of Edom.”

9So the king of Israel went with the king of Judah and the king of Edom, and they marched on that roundabout route seven days; and there was no water for the army, nor for the animals that followed them.

10And the king of Israel said, “Alas! For the LORD has called these three kings together to deliver them into the hand of Moab.”

11But Jehoshaphat said, “Is there no prophet of the LORD here, that we may inquire of the LORD by him?” So one of the servants of the king of Israel answered and said, “Elisha the son of Shaphat is here, who poured water on the hands of Elijah.”

12And Jehoshaphat said, “The word of the LORD is with him.” So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom Rwent down to him.

13Then Elisha said to the king of Israel, R“What have I to do with you? RGo to Rthe prophets of your father and the prophets of your mother.” But the king of Israel said to him, “No, for the LORD has called these three kings together to deliver them into the hand of Moab.”

14And Elisha said, R“As the LORD of hosts lives, before whom I stand, surely were it not that I regard the presence of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, I would not look at you, nor see you.

15“But now bring me a musician.” Then it happened, when the musician played, that the hand of the LORD came upon him.

16And he said, “Thus says the LORD: R‘Make this valley full of ditches.’

17“For thus says the LORD: ‘You shall not see wind, nor shall you see rain; yet that valley shall be filled with water, so that you, your cattle, and your animals may drink.’

18“And this is a simple matter in the sight of the LORD; He will also deliver the Moabites into your hand.

19“Also you shall attack every fortified city and every choice city, and shall cut down every good tree, and stop up every spring of water, and ruin every good piece of land with stones.”

20Now it happened in the morning, when Rthe grain offering was offered, that suddenly water came by way of Edom, and the land was filled with water.

21And when all the Moabites heard that the kings had come up to fight against them, all who were able to bear arms and older were gathered; and they stood at the border.

22Then they rose up early in the morning, and the sun was shining on the water; and the Moabites saw the water on the other side as red as blood.

23And they said, “This is blood; the kings have surely struck swords and have killed one another; now therefore, Moab, to the spoil!”

24So when they came to the camp of Israel, Israel rose up and attacked the Moabites, so that they fled before them; and they entered their land, killing the Moabites.

25Then they destroyed the cities, and each man threw a stone on every good piece of land and filled it; and they stopped up all the springs of water and cut down all the good trees. But they left the stones of RKir Haraseth intact. However the slingers surrounded and attacked it.

26And when the king of Moab saw that the battle was too fierce for him, he took with him seven hundred men who drew swords, to break through to the king of Edom, but they could not.

27Then Rhe took his eldest son who would have reigned in his place, and offered him as a burnt offering upon the wall; and there was great Tindignation against Israel. RSo they departed from him and returned to their own land.




CHAPTER 4

Miracle of the Increase of the Widow’s Oil

1A certain woman of the wives of Rthe sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha, saying, “Your servant my husband is dead, and you know that your servant feared the LORD. And the creditor is coming to take my two sons to be his slaves.”

2So Elisha said to her, “What shall I do for you? Tell me, what do you have in the house?” And she said, “Your maidservant has nothing in the house but a jar of oil.”

3Then he said, “Go, borrow vessels from everywhere, from all your neighbors—empty vessels; do not gather just a few.

4“And when you have come in, you shall shut the door behind you and your sons; then pour it into all those vessels, and set aside the full ones.”

5So she went from him and shut the door behind her and her sons, who brought the vessels to her; and she poured it out.

6Now it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said to her son, “Bring me another vessel.” And he said to her, “There is not another vessel.” So the oil ceased.

7Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, “Go, sell the oil and pay your debt; and you and your sons live on the rest.”

Miracle of the Shunammite’s Son

8Now it happened one day that Elisha went to Shunem, where there was a notable woman, and she persuaded him to eat some food. So it was, as often as he passed by, he would turn in there to eat some food.

9And she said to her husband, “Look now, I know that this is a holy man of God, who passes by us regularly.

10“Please, let us make a small upper room on the wall; and let us put a bed for him there, and a table and a chair and a lampstand; so it will be, whenever he comes to us, he can turn in there.”

11And it happened one day that he came there, and he turned in to the upper room and lay down there.

12Then he said to Gehazi his servant, “Call this Shunammite woman.” When he had called her, she stood before him.

13And he said to him, “Say now to her, ‘Look, you have been concerned for us with all this care. What can I do for you? Do you want me to speak on your behalf to the king or to the commander of the army?’ ” She answered, “I dwell among my own people.”

14So he said, “What then is to be done for her?” And Gehazi answered, “Actually, she has no son, and her husband is old.”

15So he said, “Call her.” When he had called her, she stood in the doorway.

16Then he said, “About this time next year you shall embrace a son.” And she said, “No, my lord. Man of God, Rdo not lie to your maidservant!”

17But the woman conceived, and bore a son when the appointed time had come, of which Elisha had told her.

18And the child grew. Now it happened one day that he went out to his father, to the reapers.

19And he said to his father, “My head, my head!” So he said to a servant, “Carry him to his mother.”

20When he had taken him and brought him to his mother, he sat on her knees till noon, and then died.

21And she went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, shut the door upon him, and went out.

22Then she called to her husband, and said, “Please send me one of the young men and one of the donkeys, that I may run to the man of God and come back.”

23So he said, “Why are you going to him today? It is neither the New Moon nor the Sabbath.” And she said, “It is well.”

24Then she saddled a donkey, and said to her servant, “Drive, and go forward; do not slacken the pace for me unless I tell you.”

25And so she departed, and went to the man of God Rat Mount Carmel.

So it was, when the man of God saw her afar off, that he said to his servant Gehazi, “Look, the Shunammite woman!

26“Please run now to meet her, and say to her, ‘Is it well with you? Is it well with your husband? Is it well with the child?’ ” And she answered, “It is well.”

27Now when she came to the man of God at the hill, she caught him by the feet, but Gehazi came near to push her away. But the man of God said, “Let her alone; for her soul is in deep distress, and the LORD has hidden it from me, and has not told me.”

28So she said, “Did I ask a son of my lord? Did I not say, ‘Do not deceive me’?”

29Then he said to Gehazi, R“Get yourself ready, and take my staff in your hand, and be on your way. If you meet anyone, Rdo not greet him; and if anyone greets you, do not answer him; but Rlay my staff on the face of the child.” 

30And the mother of the child said, R“As the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, I will not Rleave you.” So he arose and followed her.

31Now Gehazi went on ahead of them, and laid the staff on the face of the child; but there was neither voice nor hearing. Therefore he went back to meet him, and told him, saying, “The child has not awakened.”

32When Elisha came into the house, there was the child, lying dead on his bed.

33He Rwent in therefore, shut the door behind the two of them, Rand prayed to the LORD.

34And he went up and lay on the child, and put his mouth on his mouth, his eyes on his eyes, and his hands on his hands; and he stretched himself out on the child, and the flesh of the child became warm.

35He returned and walked back and forth in the house, and again went up Rand stretched himself out on him; then Rthe child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes.

36And he called Gehazi and said, “Call this Shunammite woman.” So he called her. And when she came in to him, he said, “Pick up your son.”

37So she went in, fell at his feet, and bowed to the ground; then she Rpicked up her son and went out.

Miracle of the Deadly Stew

38And Elisha returned to RGilgal, and there was a Rfamine in the land. Now the sons of the prophets were Rsitting before him; and he said to his servant, “Put on the large pot, and boil stew for the sons of the prophets.”

39So one went out into the field to gather herbs, and found a wild vine, and gathered from it a lapful of wild gourds, and came and sliced them into the pot of stew, though they did not know what they were.

40Then they served it to the men to eat. Now it happened, as they were eating the stew, that they cried out and said, “Man of God, there is Rdeath in the pot!” And they could not eat it.

41So he said, “Then bring some flour.” And Rhe put it into the pot, and said, “Serve it to the people, that they may eat.” And there was nothing harmful in the pot.

Miracle of the Multiplication of the Loaves

42Then a man came from RBaal Shalisha, Rand brought the man of God bread of the firstfruits, twenty loaves of barley bread, and newly ripened grain in his knapsack. And he said, “Give it to the people, that they may eat.”

43But his servant said, R“What? Shall I set this before one hundred men?” He said again, “Give it to the people, that they may eat; for thus says the LORD: ‘They shall eat and have some left over.’ ”

44So he set it before them; and they ate Rand had some left over, according to the word of the LORD.




CHAPTER 5

Miracle of the Healing of Naaman

1Now RNaaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was Ra great and honorable man in the eyes of his master, because by him the LORD had given victory to Syria. He was also a mighty man of valor, but a leper.

2And the Syrians had gone out RonT raids, and had brought back captive a young girl from the land of Israel. She waited on Naaman’s wife.

3Then she said to her mistress, “If only my master were with the prophet who is in Samaria! For he would heal him of his leprosy.”

4And Naaman went in and told his master, saying, “Thus and thus said the girl who is from the land of Israel.”

5Then the king of Syria said, “Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” So he departed and Rtook with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten changes of clothing.

6Then he brought the letter to the king of Israel, which said, 

Now be advised, when this letter comes to you, that I have sent Naaman my servant to you, that you may heal him of his leprosy.

7And it happened, when the king of Israel read the letter, that he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and make alive, that this man sends a man to me to heal him of his leprosy? Therefore please consider, and see how he seeks a quarrel with me.”

8So it was, when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your clothes? Please let him come to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.”

9Then Naaman went with his horses and chariot, and he stood at the door of Elisha’s house.

10And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and Rwash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored to you, and you shall be clean.”

11But Naaman became furious, and went away and said, “Indeed, I said to myself, ‘He will surely come out to me, and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, and wave his hand over the place, and heal the leprosy.’

12“Are not the Abanah* and the Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and went away in a rage.

13And his servants came near and spoke to him, and said, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do something great, would you not have done it? How much more then, when he says to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?”

14So he went down and dipped seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God; and his Rflesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and Rhe was clean.

15And he returned to the man of God, he and all his aides, and came and stood before him; and he said, “Indeed, now I know that there is Rno God in all the earth, except in Israel; now therefore, please take a gift from your servant.”

16But he said, “As the LORD lives, before whom I stand, I will receive nothing.” And he urged him to take it, but he refused.

17So Naaman said, “Then, if not, please let your servant be given two mule-loads of earth; for your servant will no longer offer either burnt offering or sacrifice to other gods, but to the LORD.

18“Yet in this thing may the LORD pardon your servant: when my master goes into the temple of Rimmon to worship there, and he leans on my hand, and I bow down in the temple of Rimmon—when I bow down in the temple of Rimmon, may the LORD please pardon your servant in this thing.”

19Then he said to him, “Go in peace.” So he departed from him a short distance.

20But RGehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, “Look, my master has spared Naaman this Syrian, while not receiving from his hands what he brought; but as the LORD lives, I will run after him and take something from him.”

21So Gehazi pursued Naaman. When Naaman saw him running after him, he got down from the chariot to meet him, and said, “Is all well?”

22And he said, “All is Rwell. My master has sent me, saying, ‘Indeed, just now two young men of the sons of the prophets have come to me from the mountains of Ephraim. Please give them a talent of silver and two changes of garments.’ ”

23So Naaman said, “Please, take two talents.” And he urged him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of garments, and handed them to two of his servants; and they carried them on ahead of him.

24When he came to Tthe citadel, he took them from their hand, and stored them away in the house; then he let the men go, and they departed.

25Now he went in and stood before his master. Elisha said to him, “Where did you go, Gehazi?” And he said, “Your servant did not go anywhere.”

26Then he said to him, “Did not my heart go with you when the man turned back from his chariot to meet you? Is it Rtime to receive money and to receive clothing, olive groves and vineyards, sheep and oxen, male and female servants?

27“Therefore the leprosy of Naaman Rshall cling to you and your descendants forever.” And he went out from his presence Rleprous, as white as snow.




CHAPTER 6

Miracle of the Floating Ax Head

1And Rthe sons of the prophets said to Elisha, “See now, the place where we dwell with you is too small for us. 

2“Please, let us go to the Jordan, and let every man take a beam from there, and let us make there a place where we may dwell.” So he answered, “Go.”

3Then one said, R“Please consent to go with your servants.” And he answered, “I will go.”

4So he went with them. And when they came to the Jordan, they cut down trees.

5But as one was cutting down a tree, the iron ax head fell into the water; and he cried out and said, “Alas, master! For it was Rborrowed.”

6So the man of God said, “Where did it fall?” And he showed him the place. So Rhe cut off a stick, and threw it in there; and he made the iron float.

7Therefore he said, “Pick it up for yourself.” So he reached out his hand and took it.

Syria’s War Plan

8Now the Rking of Syria was making war against Israel; and he consulted with his servants, saying, “My camp will be in such and such a place.”

9And the man of God sent to the king of Israel, saying, “Beware that you do not pass this place, for the Syrians are coming down there.”

10Then the king of Israel sent someone to the place of which the man of God had told him. Thus he warned him, and he was watchful there, not just once or twice.

11Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was greatly troubled by this thing; and he called his servants and said to them, “Will you not show me which of us is for the king of Israel?”

12And one of his servants said, “None, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedroom.”

God’s Chariots and Horses





13So he said, “Go and see where he is, that I may send and get him.” And it was told him, saying, “Surely he is in Dothan.”

14Therefore he sent horses and chariots and a great army there, and they came by night and surrounded the city.

15And when the servant of the man of God arose early and went out, there was an army, surrounding the city with horses and chariots. And his servant said to him, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?”

16So he answered, R“Do not fear, for Rthose who are with us are more than those who are with them.”

17And Elisha prayed, and said, “LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.” Then the LORD Ropened the eyes of the young man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of Rhorses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.

Syria’s Army Is Blinded

18So when the Syrians came down to him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, and said, “Strike this people, I pray, with blindness.” And RHe struck them with blindness according to the word of Elisha.

19Now Elisha said to them, “This is not the way, nor is this the city. Follow me, and I will bring you to the man whom you seek.” But he led them to Samaria.

20So it was, when they had come to Samaria, that Elisha said, “LORD, open the eyes of these men, that they may see.” And the LORD opened their eyes, and they saw; and there they were, inside Samaria!

21Now when the king of Israel saw them, he said to Elisha, “My Rfather, shall I kill them? Shall I kill them?”

22But he answered, “You shall not kill them. Would you kill those whom you have taken captive with your sword and your bow? RSet food and water before them, that they may eat and drink and go to their master.”

23Then he prepared a great feast for them; and after they ate and drank, he sent them away and they went to their master. So Rthe bands of Syrian raiders came no more into the land of Israel.

Siege of Samaria Causes Famine

24And it happened after this that Ben-Hadad king of Syria gathered all his army, and went up and besieged Samaria.

25And there was a great Rfamine in Samaria; and indeed they besieged it until a donkey’s head was sold for eighty shekels of silver, and one-fourth of a kab of dove droppings for five shekels of silver.

26Then, as the king of Israel was passing by on the wall, a woman cried out to him, saying, “Help, my lord, O king!”

27And he said, “If the LORD does not help you, where can I find help for you? From the threshing floor or from the winepress?”

28Then the king said to her, “What is troubling you?” And she answered, “This woman said to me, ‘Give your son, that we may eat him today, and we will eat my son tomorrow.’

29“So Rwe boiled my son, and ate him. And I said to her on the next day, ‘Give your son, that we may eat him’; but she has hidden her son.”

Elisha’s Prophecies

30Now it happened, when the king heard the words of the woman, that he Rtore his clothes; and as he passed by on the wall, the people looked, and there underneath he had sackcloth on his body.

31Then he said, R“God do so to me and more also, if the head of Elisha the son of Shaphat remains on him today!”

32But Elisha was sitting in his house, and Rthe elders were sitting with him. And the king sent a man ahead of him, but before the messenger came to him, he said to the elders, R“Do you see how this son of a murderer has sent someone to take away my head? Look, when the messenger comes, shut the door, and hold him fast at the door. Is not the sound of his master’s feet behind him?”

33And while he was still talking with them, there was the messenger, coming down to him; and then the king said, “Surely this calamity is from the LORD; Rwhy should I wait for the LORD any longer?”




CHAPTER 7

1Then Elisha said, “Hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the LORD: ‘Tomorrow about this time a seah of fine flour shall be sold for a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a shekel, at the gate of Samaria.’ ”

2So an officer on whose hand the king leaned answered the man of God and said, “Look, Rif the LORD would make windows in heaven, could this thing be?” And he said, “In fact, you shall see it with your eyes, but you shall not eat of it.”

3Now there were four leprous men Rat the entrance of the gate; and they said to one another, “Why are we sitting here until we die?

4“If we say, ‘We will enter the city, ’ the famine is in the city, and we shall die there. And if we sit here, we die also. Now therefore, come, let us surrender to the army of the Syrians. If they keep us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall only die.”

5And they rose at twilight to go to the camp of the Syrians; and when they had come to the outskirts of the Syrian camp, to their surprise no one was there.

6For the Lord had caused the army of the Syrians Rto hear the noise of chariots and the noise of horses—the noise of a great army; so they said to one another, “Look, the king of Israel has hired against us Rthe kings of the Hittites and the kings of the Egyptians to attack us!”

7Therefore they Rarose and fled at twilight, and left the camp intact—their tents, their horses, and their donkeys—and they fled for their lives.

8And when these lepers came to the outskirts of the camp, they went into one tent and ate and drank, and carried from it silver and gold and clothing, and went and hid them; then they came back and entered another tent, and carried some from there also, and went and hid it.

9Then they said to one another, “We are not doing right. This day is a day of good news, and we remain silent. If we wait until morning light, some Tpunishment will come upon us. Now therefore, come, let us go and tell the king’s household.”

10So they went and called to the gatekeepers of the city, and told them, saying, “We went to the Syrian camp, and surprisingly no one was there, not a human sound—only horses and donkeys tied, and the tents intact.”

11And the gatekeepers called out, and they told it to the king’s household inside.

12So the king arose in the night and said to his servants, “Let me now tell you what the Syrians have done to us. They know that we are Rhungry; therefore they have gone out of the camp to Thide themselves in the field, saying, ‘When they come out of the city, we shall catch them alive, and get into the city.’ ”

13And one of his servants answered and said, “Please, let several men take five of the remaining horses which are left in the city. Look, they may either become like all the multitude of Israel that are left in it; or indeed, I say, they may become like all the multitude of Israel left from those who are consumed; so let us send them and see.”

14Therefore they took two chariots with horses; and the king sent them in the direction of the Syrian army, saying, “Go and see.”

15And they went after them to the Jordan; and indeed all the road was full of garments and weapons which the Syrians had thrown away in their haste. So the messengers returned and told the king.

16Then the people went out and plundered the tents of the Syrians. So a seah of fine flour was sold for a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a shekel, Raccording to the word of the LORD.

17Now the king had appointed the officer on whose hand he leaned to have charge of the gate. But the people trampled him in the gate, and he died, just Ras the man of God had said, who spoke when the king came down to him.

18So it happened just as the man of God had spoken to the king, saying, “Two seahs of barley for a shekel, and a seah of fine flour for a shekel, shall be sold tomorrow about this time in the gate of Samaria.”

19Then that officer had answered the man of God, and said, “Now look, if the LORD would make windows in heaven, could such a thing be?” And he had said, “In fact, you shall see it with your eyes, but you shall not eat of it.”

20And so it happened to him, for the people trampled him in the gate, and he died.




CHAPTER 8

Elisha’s Ministry with the Shunammite Woman

1Then Elisha spoke to the woman whose son he had restored to life, saying, “Arise and go, you and your household, and stay wherever you can; for the LORD Rhas called for a famine, and furthermore, it will come upon the land for seven years.”

2So the woman arose and did according to the saying of the man of God, and she went with her household and dwelt in the land of the Philistines seven years.

3It came to pass, at the end of seven years, that the woman returned from the land of the Philistines; and she went to make an appeal to the king for her house and for her land.

4Then the king talked with Gehazi, the servant of the man of God, saying, “Tell me, please, all the great things Elisha has done.”

5Now it happened, as he was telling the king how he had restored the dead to life, that there was the woman whose son he had restored to life, appealing to the king for her house and for her land. And Gehazi said, “My lord, O king, this is the woman, and this is her son whom Elisha restored to life.”

6And when the king asked the woman, she told him. So the king appointed a certain officer for her, saying, “Restore all that was hers, and all the proceeds of the field from the day that she left the land until now.”

Elisha’s Ministry with the King of Syria

7Then Elisha went to Damascus, and RBen-Hadad king of Syria was sick; and it was told him, saying, “The man of God has come here.”

8And the king said to RHazael, R“Take a present in your hand, and go to meet the man of God, and Rinquire of the LORD by him, saying, ‘Shall I recover from this disease?’ ”

9So Hazael went to meet him and took a present with him, of every good thing of Damascus, forty camel-loads; and he came and stood before him, and said, “Your son Ben-Hadad king of Syria has sent me to you, saying, ‘Shall I recover from this disease?’ ”

10And Elisha said to him, “Go, say to him, ‘You shall certainly recover.’ However the LORD has shown me that he will really die.”

11Then he Tset his countenance in a stare until he was ashamed; and the man of God Rwept.

12And Hazael said, “Why is my lord weeping?” He answered, “Because I know Rthe evil that you will do to the children of Israel: Their strongholds you will set on fire, and their young men you will kill with the sword; and you will dash their children, and rip open their women with child.”

13So Hazael said, “But what Ris your servant—a dog, that he should do this gross thing?” And Elisha answered, R“The LORD has shown me that you will become king over Syria.”

14Then he departed from Elisha, and came to his master, who said to him, “What did Elisha say to you?” And he answered, “He told me you would surely recover.”

15But it happened on the next day that he took a thick cloth and dipped it in water, and spread it over his face so that he died; and Hazael reigned in his place.

The Reign of Jehoram in Judah 2 Chr. 21:5–10, 20

16Now in the fifth year of Joram the son of Ahab, king of Israel, Jehoshaphat having been king of Judah, Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat began to reign as king of Judah.

17He was Rthirty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem.

18And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, just as the house of Ahab had done, for the daughter of Ahab was his wife; and he did evil in the sight of the LORD.

19Yet the LORD would not destroy Judah, for the sake of His servant David, Ras He promised him to give a lamp to him and his sons forever.

20In his days REdom revolted against Judah’s authority, Rand made a king over themselves.

21So Joram* went to Zair, and all his chariots with him. Then he rose by night and attacked the Edomites who had surrounded him and the captains of the chariots; and the troops fled to their tents.

22Thus Edom has been in revolt against Judah’s authority to this day. RAnd Libnah revolted at that time.

23Now the rest of the acts of Joram, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

24So Joram Trested with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the City of David. Then RAhaziah his son reigned in his place.

Spiritual Evaluation of Ahaziah 2 Kin. 9:29; 2 Chr. 22:1–4

25In the twelfth year of Joram the son of Ahab, king of Israel, Ahaziah the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, began to reign.

26Ahaziah was Rtwenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Athaliah the granddaughter of Omri, king of Israel.

27RAnd he walked in the way of the house of Ahab, and did evil in the sight of the LORD, like the house of Ahab, for he was the son-in-law of the house of Ahab.

Battle Against Syria 2 Kin. 9:15, 16; 2 Chr. 22:5, 6

28Now he went Rwith Joram the son of Ahab to war against Hazael king of Syria at RRamoth Gilead; and the Syrians wounded Joram.

29Then RKing Joram went back to Jezreel to recover from the wounds which the Syrians had inflicted on him at Ramah, when he fought against Hazael king of Syria. And Ahaziah the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, went down to see Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick.




CHAPTER 9

Anointing of Jehu King over Israel

1And Elisha the prophet called one of the sons of the prophets, and said to him, “Get yourself ready, take this flask of oil in your hand, and go to Ramoth Gilead.

2“Now when you arrive at that place, look there for Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi, and go in and make him rise up from among Rhis associates, and take him to an inner room.

3“Then take the flask of oil, and pour it on his head, and say, ‘Thus says the LORD: “I have anointed you king over Israel.” ’ Then open the door and flee, and do not delay.”

4So the young man, the servant of the prophet, went to Ramoth Gilead.

5And when he arrived, there were the captains of the army sitting; and he said, “I have a message for you, Commander.” Jehu said, “For which one of us?” And he said, “For you, Commander.”

6Then he arose and went into the house. And he poured the oil on his head, and said to him, R“Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘I have anointed you king over the people of the LORD, over Israel.

7‘You shall strike down the house of Ahab your master, that I may Ravenge the blood of My servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the LORD, at the hand of Jezebel.

8‘For the whole house of Ahab shall perish; and I will cut off from Ahab all the males in Israel, both bond and free.

9‘So I will make the house of Ahab like the house of RJeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of RBaasha the son of Ahijah.

10R‘The dogs shall eat Jezebel on the plot of ground at Jezreel, and there shall be none to bury her.’ ” And he opened the door and fled.

11Then Jehu came out to the servants of his master, and one said to him, “Is all well? Why did Rthis madman come to you?” And he said to them, “You know the man and his babble.”

12And they said, “A lie! Tell us now.” So he said, “Thus and thus he spoke to me, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD: “I have anointed you king over Israel.” ’ ”

13Then each man hastened Rto take his garment and put it Tunder him on the top of the steps; and they blew trumpets, saying, “Jehu is king!”

Execution of Joram

14So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi, conspired against RJoram. (Now Joram had been defending Ramoth Gilead, he and all Israel, against Hazael king of Syria.

15But RKing TJoram had returned to Jezreel to recover from the wounds which the Syrians had inflicted on him when he fought with Hazael king of Syria.) And Jehu said, “If you are so minded, let no one leave or escape from the city to go and tell it in Jezreel.”

16So Jehu rode in a chariot and went to Jezreel, for Joram was laid up there; Rand Ahaziah king of Judah had come down to see Joram.

17Now a watchman stood on the tower in Jezreel, and he saw the company of Jehu as he came, and said, “I see a company of men.” And Joram said, “Get a horseman and send him to meet them, and let him say, T‘Is it peace?’ ”

18So the horseman went to meet him, and said, “Thus says the king: ‘Is it peace?’ ” And Jehu said, “What have you to do with peace? Turn around and follow me.” So the watchman reported, saying, “The messenger went to them, but is not coming back.”

19Then he sent out a second horseman who came to them, and said, “Thus says the king: ‘Is it peace?’ ” And Jehu answered, “What have you to do with peace? Turn around and follow me.”

20So the watchman reported, saying, “He went up to them and is not coming back; and the driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi, for he drives furiously!”

21Then Joram said, “Make ready.” And his chariot was made ready. Then Joram king of Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in his chariot; and they went out to meet Jehu, and Tmet him on the property of Naboth the Jezreelite.

22Now it happened, when Joram saw Jehu, that he said, “Is it peace, Jehu?” So he answered, “What peace, as long as the harlotries of your mother Jezebel and her witchcraft are so many?”

23Then Joram turned around and fled, and said to Ahaziah, “Treachery, Ahaziah!”

24Now Jehu drew his bow with full strength and shot Jehoram between his arms; and the arrow came out at his heart, and he sank down in his chariot.

25Then Jehu said to Bidkar his captain, “Pick him up, and throw him into the tract of the field of Naboth the Jezreelite; for remember, when you and I were riding together behind Ahab his father, that Rthe LORD laid this Rburden upon him:

26‘Surely I saw yesterday the blood of Naboth and the blood of his sons, ’ says the LORD, R‘and I will repay you in this plot, ’ says the LORD. Now therefore, take and throw him on the plot of ground, according to the word of the LORD.”

Death of Ahaziah––2 Kin. 8:25; 2 Chr. 22:9

27But when Ahaziah king of Judah saw this, he fled by the road to Beth Haggan.* So Jehu pursued him, and said, T“Shoot him also in the chariot.” And they shot him at the Ascent of Gur, which is by Ibleam. Then he fled to Megiddo, and died there. 

28And his servants carried him in the chariot to Jerusalem, and buried him in his tomb with his fathers in the City of David.

29In the eleventh year of Joram the son of Ahab, Ahaziah had become king over Judah.

Fulfillment of Elijah’s Prophecy

30Now when Jehu had come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; Rand she put paint on her eyes and adorned her head, and looked through a window.

31Then, as Jehu entered at the gate, she said, R“Is it peace, Zimri, murderer of your master?”

32And he looked up at the window, and said, “Who is on my side? Who?” So two or three eunuchs looked out at him.

33Then he said, “Throw her down.” So they threw her down, and some of her blood spattered on the wall and on the horses; and he trampled her underfoot.

34And when he had gone in, he ate and drank. Then he said, “Go now, see to this accursed woman, and bury her, for Rshe was a king’s daughter.”

35So they went to bury her, but they found no more of her than the skull and the feet and the palms of her hands.

36Therefore they came back and told him. And he said, “This is the word of the LORD, which He spoke by His servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, ‘On the plot of ground at Jezreel dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel;*

37‘and the corpse of Jezebel shall be Ras refuse on the surface of the field, in the plot at Jezreel, so that they shall not say, “Here lies Jezebel.” ’ ”




CHAPTER 10

1Now Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria. And Jehu wrote and sent letters to Samaria, to the rulers of Jezreel, * to the elders, and to Tthose who reared Ahab’s sons, saying:

2Now as soon as this letter comes to you, since your master’s sons are with you, and you have chariots and horses, a fortified city also, and weapons, 

3choose the Tbest qualified of your master’s sons, set him on his father’s throne, and fight for your master’s house.

4But they were exceedingly afraid, and said, “Look, two kings could not stand up to him; how then can we stand?”

5And he who was in charge of the house, and he who was in charge of the city, the elders also, and those who reared the sons, sent to Jehu, saying, “We are your servants, we will do all you tell us; but we will not make anyone king. Do what is good in your sight.”

6Then he wrote a second letter to them, saying:

If you are for me and will obey my voice, take the heads of the men, your master’s sons, and come to me at Jezreel by this time tomorrow.

Now the king’s sons, seventy persons, were with the great men of the city, who were rearing them.

7So it was, when the letter came to them, that they took the king’s sons and slaughtered seventy persons, put their heads in baskets and sent them to him at Jezreel.

8Then a messenger came and told him, saying, “They have brought the heads of the king’s sons.” And he said, “Lay them in two heaps at the entrance of the gate until morning.”

9So it was, in the morning, that he went out and stood, and said to all the people, “You are righteous. Indeed RI conspired against my master and killed him; but who killed all these?

10“Know now that nothing shall Rfall to the earth of the word of the LORD which the LORD spoke concerning the house of Ahab; for the LORD has done what He spoke Rby His servant Elijah.”

11So Jehu killed all who remained of the house of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great men and his close acquaintances and his priests, until he left him none remaining.

12And he arose and departed and went to Samaria. On the way, at Beth Eked* of the Shepherds, 

13RJehu met with the brothers of Ahaziah king of Judah, and said, “Who are you?” So they answered, “We are the brothers of Ahaziah; we have come down to greet the sons of the king and the sons of the queen mother.”

14And he said, “Take them alive!” So they took them alive, and Rkilled them at the well of TBeth Eked, forty-two men; and he left none of them.

15Now when he departed from there, he met Jehonadab the son of Rechab, coming to meet him; and he greeted him and said to him, “Is your heart right, as my heart is toward your heart?” And Jehonadab answered, “It is.” Jehu said, “If it is, give me your hand.” So he gave him his hand, and he took him up to him into the chariot.

16Then he said, “Come with me, and see my Rzeal for the LORD.” So they had him ride in his chariot.

17And when he came to Samaria, he killed all who remained to Ahab in Samaria, till he had destroyed them, according to the word of the LORD which He spoke to Elijah.

18Then Jehu gathered all the people together, and said to them, “Ahab served Baal a little, Jehu will serve him much.

19“Now therefore, call to me all the Rprophets of Baal, all his servants, and all his priests. Let no one be missing, for I have a great sacrifice for Baal. Whoever is missing shall not live.” But Jehu acted deceptively, with the intent of destroying the worshipers of Baal.

20And Jehu said, “Proclaim a solemn assembly for Baal.” So they proclaimed it.

21Then Jehu sent throughout all Israel; and all the worshipers of Baal came, so that there was not a man left who did not come. So they came into the temple* of Baal, and the Rtemple of Baal was full from one end to the other.

22And he said to the one in charge of the wardrobe, “Bring out vestments for all the worshipers of Baal.” So he brought out vestments for them.

23Then Jehu and Jehonadab the son of Rechab went into the temple of Baal, and said to the worshipers of Baal, “Search and see that no servants of the LORD are here with you, but only the worshipers of Baal.”

24So they went in to offer sacrifices and burnt offerings. Now Jehu had appointed for himself eighty men on the outside, and had said, “If any of the men whom I have brought into your hands escapes, whoever lets him escape, it shall be Rhis life for the life of the other.”

25Now it happened, as soon as he had made an end of offering the burnt offering, that Jehu said to the guard and to the captains, “Go in and kill them; let no one come out!” And they killed them with the edge of the sword; then the guards and the officers threw them out, and went into the Tinner room of the temple of Baal.

26And they brought the sacred pillars out of the temple of Baal and burned them.

27Then they broke down the sacred pillar of Baal, and tore down the temple of Baal and made it a refuse dump to this day.

28Thus Jehu destroyed Baal from Israel.

Spiritual Evaluation of Jehu

29However Jehu did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin, that is, from the golden calves that were at Bethel and Dan.

30And the LORD Rsaid to Jehu, “Because you have done well in doing what is right in My sight, and have done to the house of Ahab all that was in My heart, your sons shall sit on the throne of Israel to the fourth generation.”

31But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the LORD God of Israel with all his heart; for he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam, who had made Israel sin.

Political Situation Under Jehu

32In those days the LORD began to cut off parts of Israel; and RHazael conquered them in all the territory of Israel

33from the Jordan eastward: all the land of Gilead—Gad, Reuben, and Manasseh—from RAroer, which is by the River Arnon, including Gilead and Bashan.

Death of Jehu

34Now the rest of the acts of Jehu, all that he did, and all his might, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

35So Jehu rested with his fathers, and they buried him in Samaria. Then RJehoahaz his son reigned in his place.

36And the period that Jehu reigned over Israel in Samaria was twenty-eight years.




CHAPTER 11

Salvation of Joash––2 Chr. 22: 10–12

1When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she arose and destroyed all the royal heirs.

2But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Joram, sister of RAhaziah, took TJoash the son of Ahaziah, and stole him away from among the king’s sons who were being murdered; and they hid him and his nurse in the bedroom, from Athaliah, so that he was not killed.

3So he was hidden with her in the house of the LORD for six years, while Athaliah reigned over the land.

Overthrow of Athaliah by Jehoiada 2 Chr. 23:1–11

4In the seventh year Jehoiada sent and brought the captains of hundreds—of the bodyguards and the Tescorts—and brought them into the house of the LORD to him. And he made a covenant with them and took an oath from them in the house of the LORD, and showed them the king’s son.

5Then he commanded them, saying, “This is what you shall do: One-third of you who come on duty on the Sabbath shall be keeping watch over the king’s house, 

6“one-third shall be at the gate of Sur, and one-third at the gate behind the escorts. You shall keep the watch of the house, lest it be broken down.

7“The two contingents of you who go off duty on the Sabbath shall keep the watch of the house of the LORD for the king.

8“But you shall surround the king on all sides, every man with his weapons in his hand; and whoever comes within range, let him be put to death. You are to be with the king as he goes out and as he comes in.”

9So the captains of the hundreds did according to all that Jehoiada the priest commanded. Each of them took his men who were to be on duty on the Sabbath, with those who were going off duty on the Sabbath, and came to Jehoiada the priest.

10And the priest gave the captains of hundreds the spears and shields which had belonged to King David, Rthat were in the temple of the LORD.

11Then the escorts stood, every man with his weapons in his hand, all around the king, from the right Tside of the temple to the left side of the temple, by the altar and the house.

12And he brought out the king’s son, put the crown on him, and gave him the RTestimony;* they made him king and anointed him, and they clapped their hands and said, “Long live the king!”

Death of Athaliah––2 Chr. 23:12–15

13Now when Athaliah heard the noise of the escorts and the people, she came to the people in the temple of the LORD.

14When she looked, there was the king standing by Ra pillar according to custom; and the leaders and the trumpeters were by the king. All the people of the land were rejoicing and blowing trumpets. So Athaliah tore her clothes and cried out, “Treason! Treason!”

15And Jehoiada the priest commanded the captains of the hundreds, the officers of the army, and said to them, “Take her outside Tunder guard, and slay with the sword whoever follows her.” For the priest had said, “Do not let her be killed in the house of the LORD.”

16So they seized her; and she went by way of the horses’ entrance into the king’s house, and there she was killed.

Renewal of the Covenant––2 Chr. 23:16––24:1

17Then Jehoiada made a covenant between the LORD, the king, and the people, that they should be the LORD’s people, and also between the king and the people.

18And all the people of the land went to the temple of Baal, and tore it down. They thoroughly broke in pieces its altars and images, and killed Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars. And the priest appointed officers over the house of the LORD.

19Then he took the captains of hundreds, the bodyguards, the escorts, and all the people of the land; and they brought the king down from the house of the LORD, and went by way of the gate of the escorts to the king’s house. Then he sat on the throne of the kings.

20So all the people of the land rejoiced; and the city was quiet, for they had slain Athaliah with the sword in the king’s house.

21Jehoash was Rseven years old when he became king.




CHAPTER 12

Spiritual Evaluation of Joash––2 Chr. 24:1, 2

1In the seventh year of Jehu, RJehoash* became king, and he reigned forty years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Zibiah of Beersheba.

2Jehoash did what was right in the sight of the LORD all the days in which RJehoiada the priest instructed him.

3But Rthe high places were not taken away; the people still sacrificed and burned incense on the high places.

Spiritual Situation Under Joash 2 Chr. 24:5–14

4And Jehoash said to the priests, R“All the money of the dedicated gifts that are brought into the house of the LORD—each man’s Rcensus money, each man’s assessment money*—and all the money that a man purposes in his heart to bring into the house of the LORD, 

5“let the priests take it themselves, each from his constituency; and let them repair the Tdamages of the temple, wherever any dilapidation is found.”

6Now it was so, by the twenty-third year of King Jehoash, that the priests had not repaired the damages of the temple.

7RSo King Jehoash called Jehoiada the priest and the other priests, and said to them, “Why have you not repaired the damages of the temple? Now therefore, do not take more money from your constituency, but deliver it for repairing the damages of the temple.”

8And the priests agreed that they would neither receive more money from the people, nor repair the damages of the temple.

9Then Jehoiada the priest took a chest, bored a hole in its lid, and set it beside the altar, on the right side as one comes into the house of the LORD; and the priests who kept the door put Rthere all the money brought into the house of the LORD.

10So it was, whenever they saw that there was much money in the chest, that the king’s scribe and the high priest came up and put it in bags, and counted the money that was found in the house of the LORD.

11Then they gave the money, which had been apportioned, into the hands of those who did the work, who had the oversight of the house of the LORD; and they Tpaid it out to the carpenters and builders who worked on the house of the LORD, 

12and to masons and stonecutters, and for buying timber and hewn stone, to repair the damage of the house of the LORD, and for all that was paid out to repair the temple.

13However there were not made for the house of the LORD basins of silver, trimmers, sprinkling-bowls, trumpets, any articles of gold or articles of silver, from the money brought into the house of the LORD.

14But they gave that to the workmen, and they repaired the house of the LORD with it.

15Moreover Rthey did not require an account from the men into whose hand they delivered the money to be paid to workmen, for they dealt faithfully.

16RThe money from the trespass offerings and the money from the sin offerings was not brought into the house of the LORD. It belonged to the priests.

Political Situation Under Joash

17Hazael king of Syria went up and fought against Gath, and took it; then Hazael set his face to go up to Jerusalem.

18And Jehoash king of Judah took all the sacred things that his fathers, Jehoshaphat and Jehoram and Ahaziah, kings of Judah, had dedicated, and his own sacred things, and all the gold found in the treasuries of the house of the LORD and in the king’s house, and sent them to Hazael king of Syria. Then he went away from Jerusalem.

Death of Joash––2 Chr. 24:25–27

19Now the rest of the acts of Joash, * and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

20And his servants arose and formed a conspiracy, and killed Joash in the house of the Millo, * which goes down to Silla.

21For Jozachar* the son of Shimeath and Jehozabad the son of Shomer, * his servants, struck him. So he died, and they buried him with his fathers in the City of David. Then RAmaziah his son reigned in his place.




CHAPTER 13

The Reign of Jehoahaz in Israel

1In the twenty-third year of Joash* the son of Ahaziah, king of Judah, Jehoahaz the son of Jehu became king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned seventeen years.

2And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, and followed the Rsins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin. He did not depart from them.

3Then Rthe anger of the LORD was aroused against Israel, and He delivered them into the hand of RHazael king of Syria, and into the hand of Ben-Hadad the son of Hazael, all their days.

4So Jehoahaz Rpleaded with the LORD, and the LORD listened to him; for RHe saw the oppression of Israel, because the king of Syria oppressed them.

5RThen the LORD gave Israel a deliverer, so that they escaped from under the hand of the Syrians; and the children of Israel dwelt in their tents as before.

6Nevertheless they did not depart from the sins of the house of Jeroboam, who had made Israel sin, but walked in them; Rand the wooden image* also remained in Samaria.

7For He left of the army of Jehoahaz only fifty horsemen, ten chariots, and ten thousand foot soldiers; for the king of Syria had destroyed them Rand made them Rlike the dust at threshing.

8Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz, all that he did, and his might, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

9So Jehoahaz rested with his fathers, and they buried him in Samaria. Then Joash his son reigned in his place.

Rule of Joash––2 Kin. 14:15, 16

10In the thirty-seventh year of Joash king of Judah, Jehoash* the son of Jehoahaz became king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned sixteen years.

11And he did evil in the sight of the LORD. He did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel sin, but walked in them.

12RNow the rest of the acts of Joash, all that he did, and his might with which he fought against Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

13So Joash rested with his fathers. Then Jeroboam sat on his throne. And Joash was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel.

Prophecy of Israel’s Victory

14Elisha had become sick with the illness of which he would die. Then Joash the king of Israel came down to him, and wept over his face, and said, “O my father, my father, the chariots of Israel and their horsemen!”

15And Elisha said to him, “Take a bow and some arrows.” So he took himself a bow and some arrows.

16Then he said to the king of Israel, “Put your hand on the bow.” So he put his hand on it, and Elisha put his hands on the king’s hands.

17And he said, “Open the east window”; and he opened it. Then Elisha said, “Shoot”; and he shot. And he said, “The arrow of the LORD’s deliverance and the arrow of deliverance from Syria; for you must strike the Syrians at Aphek till you have destroyed them.”

18Then he said, “Take the arrows”; so he took them. And he said to the king of Israel, “Strike the ground”; so he struck three times, and stopped.

19And the man of God was angry with him, and said, “You should have struck five or six times; then you would have struck Syria till you had destroyed it! But now you will strike Syria only three times.”

Death of Elisha

20Then Elisha died, and they buried him. And the raiding bands from Moab invaded the land in the spring of the year.

Miracle of Resurrection at Elisha’s Tomb

21So it was, as they were burying a man, that suddenly they spied a band of raiders; and they put the man in the tomb of Elisha; and when the man was let down and touched the bones of Elisha, he revived and stood on his feet.

Israel’s Victory over Syria

22And RHazael king of Syria oppressed Israel all the days of Jehoahaz.

23But the LORD was gracious to them, had compassion on them, and regarded them, because of His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would not yet destroy them or cast them from His presence.

24Now Hazael king of Syria died. Then Ben-Hadad his son reigned in his place.

25And Jehoash* the son of Jehoahaz recaptured from the hand of Ben-Hadad, the son of Hazael, the cities which he had taken out of the hand of Jehoahaz his father by war. Three times Joash defeated him and recaptured the cities of Israel.




CHAPTER 14

Spiritual Evaluation of Amaziah 2 Chr. 25:1–4

1In the second year of Joash the son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel, Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, became king.

2He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem.

3And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, yet not like his father David; he did everything Ras his father Joash had done.

4However the high places were not taken away, and the people still sacrificed and burned incense on the high places.

5Now it happened, as soon as the kingdom was established in his hand, that he executed his servants Rwho had murdered his father the king.

6But the children of the murderers he did not execute, according to what is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, in which the LORD commanded, saying, R“Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor shall children be put to death for their fathers; but a person shall be put to death for his own sin.”*

Political Situation Under Amaziah 2 Chr. 25:11, 17–24

7He killed ten thousand Edomites in the Valley of Salt, and took Sela by war, and called its name Joktheel to this day.

8RThen Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash* the son of Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, “Come, let us face one another in battle.”

9And Jehoash king of Israel sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, R“The thistle that was in Lebanon sent to the Rcedar that was in Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your daughter to my son as wife’; and a wild beast that was in Lebanon passed by and trampled the thistle.

10“You have indeed defeated Edom, and Ryour heart has Tlifted you up. Glory in that, and stay at home; for why should you meddle with trouble so that you fall—you and Judah with you?”

11But Amaziah would not heed. Therefore Jehoash king of Israel went out; so he and Amaziah king of Judah faced one another at Beth Shemesh, which belongs to Judah.

12And Judah was defeated by Israel, and every man fled to his tent.

13Then Jehoash king of Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Jehoash, the son of Ahaziah, at Beth Shemesh; and he went to Jerusalem, and broke down the wall of Jerusalem from the Gate of Ephraim to the Corner Gate—four hundred cubits.

14And he took all Rthe gold and silver, all the articles that were found in the house of the LORD and in the treasuries of the king’s house, and hostages, and returned to Samaria.

Death of Jehoash––2 Kin. 13:12, 13

15RNow the rest of the acts of Jehoash which he did—his might, and how he fought with Amaziah king of Judah—are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

16So Jehoash Trested with his fathers, and was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel. Then Jeroboam his son reigned in his place.

Death of Amaziah––2 Chr. 25:25––26:2

17Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, lived fifteen years after the death of Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel.

18Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

19And Rthey formed a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem, and he fled to RLachish; but they sent after him to Lachish and killed him there.

20Then they brought him on horses, and he was buried at Jerusalem with his fathers in the City of David.

21And all the people of Judah took RAzariah, * who was sixteen years old, and made him king instead of his father Amaziah.

22He built Elath and restored it to Judah, after the king rested with his fathers.

The Reign of Jeroboam II in Israel

23In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel, became king in Samaria, and reigned forty-one years.

24And he did evil in the sight of the LORD; he did not depart from all the Rsins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin.

25He restored the territory of Israel from the entrance of Hamath to the Sea of the Arabah, according to the word of the LORD God of Israel, which He had spoken through His servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet who was from Gath Hepher.

26For the LORD saw that the affliction of Israel was very bitter; and whether bond or free, there was no helper for Israel.

27RAnd the LORD did not say that He would blot out the name of Israel from under heaven; but He saved them by the hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash.

28Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, and all that he did—his might, how he made war, and how he recaptured for Israel, from Damascus and Hamath, what had belonged to Judah—are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

29So Jeroboam rested with his fathers, the kings of Israel. Then RZechariah his son reigned in his place.




CHAPTER 15

The Reign of Azariah in Judah 2 Chr. 26:3–23

1In the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Azariah the son of Amaziah, king of Judah, Rbecame king.

2He was sixteen years old when he became king, and he reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jecholiah of Jerusalem.

3And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father Amaziah had done, 

4except that the high places were not removed; the people still sacrificed and burned incense on the high places.

5Then the LORD struck the king, so that he was a leper until the day of his death; so he Rdwelt in an isolated house. And Jotham the king’s son was over the royal house, judging the people of the land.

6Now the rest of the acts of Azariah, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

7So Azariah Trested with his fathers, and Rthey buried him with his fathers in the City of David. Then Jotham his son reigned in his place.

The Reign of Zechariah in Israel

8In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah king of Judah, Zechariah the son of Jeroboam reigned over Israel in Samaria six months.

9And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, Ras his fathers had done; he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin.

10Then Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired against him, and Rstruck and killed him in front of the people; and he reigned in his place.

11Now the rest of the acts of Zechariah, indeed they are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

12This was the word of the LORD which He spoke to Jehu, saying, “Your sons shall sit on the throne of Israel to the fourth generation.”* And so it was.

The Reign of Shallum in Israel

13Shallum the son of Jabesh became king in the thirty-ninth year of Uzziah* king of Judah; and he reigned a full month in Samaria.

14For Menahem the son of Gadi went up from Tirzah, came to Samaria, and struck Shallum the son of Jabesh in Samaria and killed him; and he reigned in his place.

15Now the rest of the acts of Shallum, and the conspiracy which he Tled, indeed they are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

The Reign of Menahem in Israel

16Then from Tirzah, Menahem attacked RTiphsah, all who were there, and its territory. Because they did not surrender, therefore he attacked it. All the women there who were with child he ripped open.

17In the thirty-ninth year of Azariah king of Judah, Menahem the son of Gadi became king over Israel, and reigned ten years in Samaria.

18And he did evil in the sight of the LORD; he did not depart all his days from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin.

19RPul* king of Assyria came against the land; and Menahem gave Pul a thousand talents of silver, that his Thand might be with him to Rstrengthen the kingdom under his control.

20And Menahem exacted the money from Israel, from all the very wealthy, from each man fifty shekels of silver, to give to the king of Assyria. So the king of Assyria turned back, and did not stay there in the land.

21Now the rest of the acts of Menahem, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

22So Menahem rested with his fathers. Then Pekahiah his son reigned in his place.

The Reign of Pekahiah in Israel

23In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekahiah the son of Menahem became king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned two years.

24And he did evil in the sight of the LORD; he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin.

25Then Pekah the son of Remaliah, an officer of his, conspired against him and killed him in Samaria, in the citadel of the king’s house, along with Argob and Arieh; and with him were fifty men of Gilead. He killed him and reigned in his place.

26Now the rest of the acts of Pekahiah, and all that he did, indeed they are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

The Reign of Pekah in Israel

27In the fifty-second year of Azariah king of Judah, RPekah the son of Remaliah became king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned twenty years.

28And he did evil in the sight of the LORD; he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin.

29In the days of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria Rcame and took RIjon, Abel Beth Maachah, Janoah, Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali; and he carried them captive to Assyria.

30Then Hoshea the son of Elah led a conspiracy against Pekah the son of Remaliah, and struck and killed him; so he Rreigned in his place in the twentieth year of Jotham the son of Uzziah.

31Now the rest of the acts of Pekah, and all that he did, indeed they are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

The Reign of Jotham in Judah––2 Chr. 27:1–9

32In the second year of Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, Jotham the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, began to reign.

33He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jerusha* the daughter of Zadok.

34And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD; he did Raccording to all that his father Uzziah had done.

35However the high places were not removed; the people still sacrificed and burned incense on the high places. He built the Upper Gate of the house of the LORD.

36Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

37In those days the LORD began to send RRezin king of Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah against Judah.

38So Jotham Trested with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the City of David his father. Then Ahaz his son reigned in his place.




CHAPTER 16

Spiritual Evaluation of Ahaz––2 Chr. 28:1–4

1In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of Remaliah, Ahaz the son of Jotham, king of Judah, began to reign.

2Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem; and he did not do what was right in the sight of the LORD his God, as his father David had done.

3But he walked in the way of the kings of Israel; indeed he made his son pass through the fire, according to the abominations of the nations whom the LORD had cast out from before the children of Israel.

4And he sacrificed and burned incense on the Rhigh places, Ron the hills, and under every green tree.

Political Situation Under Ahaz 2 Chr. 28:5, 16, 21; Is. 7:1

5RThen Rezin king of Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, came up to Jerusalem to make war; and they besieged Ahaz but could not overcome him.

6At that time Rezin king of Syria captured Elath for Syria, and drove the men of Judah from Elath. Then the Edomites* went to Elath, and dwell there to this day.

7So Ahaz sent messengers to RTiglath-Pileser king of Assyria, saying, “I am your servant and your son. Come up and save me from the hand of the king of Syria and from the hand of the king of Israel, who rise up against me.”

8And Ahaz took the silver and gold that was found in the house of the LORD, and in the treasuries of the king’s house, and sent it as a present to the king of Assyria.

9So the king of Assyria heeded him; for the king of Assyria went up against RDamascus and Rtook it, carried its people captive to Kir, and killed Rezin.

10Now King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria, and saw an altar that was at Damascus; and King Ahaz sent to Urijah the priest the design of the altar and its pattern, according to all its workmanship.

11Then Urijah the priest built an altar according to all that King Ahaz had sent from Damascus. So Urijah the priest made it before King Ahaz came back from Damascus.

12And when the king came back from Damascus, the king saw the altar; and Rthe king approached the altar and made offerings on it.

13So he burned his burnt offering and his grain offering; and he poured his drink offering and sprinkled the blood of his peace offerings on the altar.

14He also brought Rthe bronze altar which was before the LORD, from the front of the temple—from between the new altar and the house of the LORD—and put it on the north side of the new altar.

15Then King Ahaz commanded Urijah the priest, saying, “On the great new altar burn the morning burnt offering, the evening grain offering, the king’s burnt sacrifice, and his grain offering, with the burnt offering of all the people of the land, their grain offering, and their drink offerings; and sprinkle on it all the blood of the burnt offering and all the blood of the sacrifice. And the bronze altar shall be for me to inquire by.”

16Thus did Urijah the priest, according to all that King Ahaz commanded.

17RAnd King Ahaz cut off the panels of the carts, and removed the lavers from them; and he took down the Sea from the bronze oxen that were under it, and put it on a pavement of stones.

18Also he removed the Sabbath pavilion which they had built in the temple, and he removed the king’s outer entrance from the house of the LORD, on account of the king of Assyria.

Death of Ahaz––2 Chr. 28:26, 27

19Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz which he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

20So Ahaz rested with his fathers, and Rwas buried with his fathers in the City of David. Then Hezekiah his son reigned in his place.




CHAPTER 17

Spiritual Evaluation of Hoshea

1In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, Hoshea the son of Elah became king of Israel in Samaria, and he reigned nine years.

2And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, but not as the kings of Israel who were before him.

Imprisonment of Hoshea

3Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against him; and Hoshea became his vassal, and paid him tribute money.

4And the king of Assyria uncovered a conspiracy by Hoshea; for he had sent messengers to So, king of Egypt, and brought no tribute to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year. Therefore the king of Assyria shut him up, and bound him in prison.

Captivity of Samaria––2 Kin. 18:9–12

5Now Rthe king of Assyria went throughout all the land, and went up to Samaria and besieged it for three years.

6RIn the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria took Samaria and carried Israel away to Assyria, and placed them in Halah and by the Habor, the River of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.

Causes of the Captivity

7For so it was that the children of Israel had sinned against the LORD their God, who had brought them up out of the land of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and they had feared other gods, 

8and Rhad walked in the statutes of the nations whom the LORD had cast out from before the children of Israel, and of the kings of Israel, which they had made.

9Also the children of Israel secretly did against the LORD their God things that were not right, and they built for themselves Thigh places in all their cities, Rfrom watchtower to fortified city.

10RThey set up for themselves sacred pillars and wooden images* on every high hill and under every green tree.

11There they burned incense on all the high places, like the nations whom the LORD had carried away before them; and they did wicked things to provoke the LORD to anger, 

12for they served idols, Rof which the LORD had said to them, R“You shall not do this thing.”

13Yet the LORD testified against Israel and against Judah, by all of His Rprophets, every seer, saying, “Turn from your evil ways, and keep My commandments and My statutes, according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by My servants the prophets.”

14Nevertheless they would not hear, but Rstiffened their necks, like the necks of their fathers, who Rdid not believe in the LORD their God.

15And they Rrejected His statutes and His covenant that He had made with their fathers, and His testimonies which He had testified against them; they followed idols, became idolaters, and went after the nations who were all around them, concerning whom the LORD had charged them that they should not do like them.

16So they left all the commandments of the LORD their God, Rmade for themselves a molded image and two calves, made a wooden image and worshiped all the host of heaven, and served Baal.

17RAnd they caused their sons and daughters to pass through the fire, practiced witchcraft and soothsaying, and sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke Him to anger.

18Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel, and removed them from His sight; there was none left Rbut the tribe of Judah alone.

19Also Judah did not keep the commandments of the LORD their God, but walked in the statutes of Israel which they made.

20And the LORD rejected all the descendants of Israel, afflicted them, and delivered them into the hand of plunderers, until He had cast them from His Rsight.

21For RHe tore Israel from the house of David, and they made Jeroboam the son of Nebat king. Then Jeroboam drove Israel from following the LORD, and made them commit a great sin.

22For the children of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did; they did not depart from them, 

23until the LORD removed Israel out of His sight, as He had said by all His servants the prophets. So Israel was carried away from their own land to Assyria, as it is to this day.

Sins of the Foreigners

24RThen the king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Ava, Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the children of Israel; and they took possession of Samaria and dwelt in its cities.

25And it was so, at the beginning of their dwelling there, that they did not fear the LORD; therefore the LORD sent lions among them, which killed some of them.

26So they spoke to the king of Assyria, saying, “The nations whom you have removed and placed in the cities of Samaria do not know the rituals of the God of the land; therefore He has sent lions among them, and indeed, they are killing them because they do not know the rituals of the God of the land.”

27Then the king of Assyria commanded, saying, “Send there one of the priests whom you brought from there; let him go and dwell there, and let him teach them the rituals of the God of the land.”

28Then one of the priests whom they had carried away from Samaria came and dwelt in Bethel, and taught them how they should fear the LORD.

29However every nation continued to make gods of its own, and put them Rin the shrines on the high places which the Samaritans had made, every nation in the cities where they dwelt.

30The men of RBabylon made Succoth Benoth, the men of Cuth made Nergal, the men of Hamath made Ashima, 

31Rand the Avites made Nibhaz and Tartak; and the Sepharvites burned their children in fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods of Sepharvaim.

32So they feared the LORD, and from every class they appointed for themselves priests of the high places, who sacrificed for them in the shrines of the high places.

33RThey feared the LORD, yet served their own gods—according to the rituals of the nations from among whom they were carried away.

34To this day they continue practicing the former rituals; they do not fear the LORD, nor do they follow their statutes or their ordinances, or the law and commandment which the LORD had commanded the children of Jacob, Rwhom He named Israel, 

35with whom the LORD had made a covenant and charged them, saying: “You shall not fear other gods, nor bow down to them nor serve them nor sacrifice to them;

36“but the LORD, who Rbrought you up from the land of Egypt with great power and Ran outstretched arm, Him you shall fear, Him you shall worship, and to Him you shall offer sacrifice.

37“And the statutes, the ordinances, the law, and the commandment which He wrote for you, you shall be careful to observe forever; you shall not fear other gods.

38“And the covenant that I have made with you, Ryou shall not forget, nor shall you fear other gods.

39“But the LORD your God you shall fear; and He will deliver you from the hand of all your enemies.”

40However they did not obey, but they followed their former rituals.

41RSo these nations feared the LORD, yet served their carved images; also their children and their children’s children have continued doing as their fathers did, even to this day.




CHAPTER 18

Spiritual Evaluation of Hezekiah 2 Chr. 29:1, 2; 31:1

1Now it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea the son of Elah, king of Israel, that RHezekiah the son of Ahaz, king of Judah, began to reign.

2He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was RAbi* the daughter of Zechariah.

3And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father David had done.

4RHe removed the high places and broke the sacred pillars, cut down the wooden image* and broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made; for until those days the children of Israel burned incense to it, and called it Nehushtan.*

5He Rtrusted in the LORD God of Israel, Rso that after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor who were before him.

6For he Rheld fast to the LORD; he did not depart from following Him, but kept His commandments, which the LORD had commanded Moses.

7The LORD was with him; he prospered wherever he went. And he rebelled against the king of Assyria and did not serve him.

8RHe Tsubdued the Philistines, as far as Gaza and its territory, Rfrom watchtower to fortified city.

Invasion of Israel by Assyria–2 Kin. 17:5–7

9Now it came to pass in the fourth year of King Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of Hoshea the son of Elah, king of Israel, that Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against Samaria and besieged it.

10And at the end of three years they took it. In the sixth year of Hezekiah, that is, Rthe ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was taken.

11RThen the king of Assyria carried Israel away captive to Assyria, and put them in Halah and by the Habor, the River of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes, 

12because they Rdid not obey the voice of the LORD their God, but transgressed His covenant and all that Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded; and they would neither hear nor do them.

First Invasion of Judah by Assyria-Is. 36:1

13And Rin the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and took them.

14Then Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the king of Assyria at Lachish, saying, “I have done wrong; turn away from me; whatever you impose on me I will pay.” And the king of Assyria assessed Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold.

15So Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was found in the house of the LORD and in the treasuries of the king’s house.

16At that time Hezekiah stripped the gold from the doors of the temple of the LORD, and from the pillars which Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid, and gave Tit to the king of Assyria.

Second Invasion of Judah by Assyria 2 Chr. 32:9–21; Is. 36:2––37:38

17Then the king of Assyria sent the Tartan, * the Rabsaris, * and the Rabshakeh* from Lachish, with a great army against Jerusalem, to King Hezekiah. And they went up and came to Jerusalem. When they had come up, they went and stood by the aqueduct from the upper pool, Rwhich was on the highway to the Fuller’s Field.

18And when they had called to the king, REliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, Shebna the Tscribe, and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came out to them.

19Then the Rabshakeh said to them, “Say now to Hezekiah, ‘Thus says the great king, the king of Assyria: R“What confidence is this in which you trust?

20“You speak of having plans and power for war; but they are Tmere words. And in whom do you trust, that you rebel against me?

21R“Now look! You are trusting in the staff of this broken reed, Egypt, on which if a man leans, it will go into his hand and pierce it. So is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who trust in him.

22“But if you say to me, ‘We trust in the LORD our God, ’ is it not He Rwhose Thigh places and whose altars Hezekiah has taken away, and said to Judah and Jerusalem, ‘You shall worship before this altar in Jerusalem’?” ’

23“Now therefore, I urge you, give a pledge to my master the king of Assyria, and I will give you two thousand horses—if you are able on your part to put riders on them!

24“How then will you repel one captain of the least of my master’s servants, and put your trust in Egypt for chariots and horsemen?

25“Have I now come up without the LORD against this place to destroy it? The LORD said to me, ‘Go up against this land, and destroy it.’ ”

26RThen Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, Shebna, and Joah said to the Rabshakeh, “Please speak to your servants in RAramaic, for we understand it; and do not speak to us in Hebrew* in the hearing of the people who are on the wall.”

27But the Rabshakeh said to them, “Has my master sent me to your master and to you to speak these words, and not to the men who sit on the wall, who will eat and drink their own waste with you?”

28Then the Rabshakeh stood and called out with a loud voice in THebrew, and spoke, saying, “Hear the word of the great king, the king of Assyria!

29“Thus says the king: ‘Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he shall not be able to deliver you from his hand;

30‘nor let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD, saying, “The LORD will surely deliver us; this city shall not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.” ’

31“Do not listen to Hezekiah; for thus says the king of Assyria: ‘Make peace with me by a present and come out to me; and every one of you eat from his own vine and every one from his own fig tree, and every one of you drink the waters of his own cistern;

32‘until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, Ra land of grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of olive groves and honey, that you may live and not die. But do not listen to Hezekiah, lest he persuade you, saying, “The LORD will deliver us.”

33R‘Has any of the gods of the nations at all delivered its land from the hand of the king of Assyria?

34‘Where are the gods of RHamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim and Hena and Ivah? Indeed, have they delivered Samaria from my hand?

35‘Who among all the gods of the lands have delivered their countries from my hand, Rthat the LORD should deliver Jerusalem from my hand?’ ”

36But the people held their peace and answered him not a word; for the king’s commandment was, “Do not answer him.”

37Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came to Hezekiah with their clothes torn, and told him the words of the Rabshakeh.




CHAPTER 19

1And Rso it was, when King Hezekiah heard it, that he tore his clothes, covered himself with Rsackcloth, and went into the house of the LORD.

2Then he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz.

3And they said to him, “Thus says Hezekiah: ‘This day is a day of trouble, and rebuke, and blasphemy; for the children have come to birth, but there is no strength to Tbring them forth.

4R‘It may be that the LORD your God will hear all the words of the Rabshakeh, whom his master the king of Assyria has sent to reproach the living God, and will rebuke the words which the LORD your God has heard. Therefore lift up your prayer for the remnant that is left.’ ”

5So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah.

6And Isaiah said to them, “Thus you shall say to your master, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Do not be afraid of the words which you have heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me.

7“Surely I will send Ra spirit upon him, and he shall hear a rumor and return to his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.” ’ ”

8Then the Rabshakeh returned and found the king of Assyria warring against Libnah, for he heard that he had departed Rfrom Lachish.

9And the king heard concerning Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, “Look, he has come out to make war with you.” So he again sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying, 

10“Thus you shall speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying: ‘Do not let your God Rin whom you trust deceive you, saying, “Jerusalem shall not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.”

11‘Look! You have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands by utterly destroying them; and shall you be delivered?

12‘Have the gods of the nations delivered those whom my fathers have destroyed, Gozan and Haran and Rezeph, and the people of Eden who were in Telassar?

13R‘Where is the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah?’ ”

14RAnd Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it; and Hezekiah went up to the house of the LORD, and spread it before the LORD.

15Then Hezekiah prayed before the LORD, and said: “O LORD God of Israel, the One who dwells between the cherubim, You are God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth.

16R“Incline Your ear, O LORD, and hear; open Your eyes, O LORD, and see; and hear the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to reproach the living God.

17“Truly, LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste the nations and their lands, 

18“and have cast their gods into the fire; for they were Rnot gods, but Rthe work of men’s hands—wood and stone. Therefore they destroyed them.

19“Now therefore, O LORD our God, I pray, save us from his hand, Rthat all the kingdoms of the earth may know that You are the LORD God, You alone.”

20Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: R‘Because you have prayed to Me against Sennacherib king of Assyria, RI have heard.’

21“This is the word which the LORD has spoken concerning him:

‘The virgin, the daughter of Zion, 

Has despised you, laughed you to scorn;

The daughter of Jerusalem

Has shaken her head behind your back!

22‘Whom have you reproached and blasphemed?

Against whom have you raised your voice, 

And lifted up your eyes on high?

Against the Holy One of Israel.

23RBy your messengers you have reproached the Lord, 

And said: R“By the multitude of my chariots

I have come up to the height of the mountains, 

To the limits of Lebanon;

I will cut down its tall cedars

And its choice cypress trees;

I will enter the extremity of its borders, 

To its fruitful forest.

24I have dug and drunk strange water, 

And with the soles of my feet I have Rdried up

All the brooks of defense.”

25‘Did you not hear long ago

How RI made it, 

From ancient times that I formed it?

Now I have brought it to pass, 

That Ryou should be

For crushing fortified cities into heaps of ruins.

26Therefore their inhabitants had little power;

They were dismayed and confounded;

They were as the grass of the field

And the green herb, 

As the grass on the housetops

And grain blighted before it is grown.

27‘But RI know your dwelling place, 

Your going out and your coming in, 

And your rage against Me.

28Because your rage against Me and your tumult

Have come up to My ears, 

Therefore RI will put My hook in your nose

And My bridle in your lips, 

And I will turn you back

By the way which you came.

29‘This shall be a Rsign to you:

You shall eat this year such as grows Tof itself, 

And in the second year what springs from the same;

Also in the third year sow and reap, 

Plant vineyards and eat the fruit of them.

30RAnd the remnant who have escaped of the house of Judah

Shall again take root downward, 

And bear fruit upward.

31For out of Jerusalem shall go a remnant, 

And those who escape from Mount Zion.

RThe zeal of the LORD of hosts* will do this.’

32“Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria:

‘He shall Rnot come into this city, 

Nor shoot an arrow there, 

Nor come before it with shield, 

Nor build a siege mound against it.

33By the way that he came, 

By the same shall he return;

And he shall not come into this city, ’

Says the LORD.

34‘For I will Rdefend this city, to save it

For My own sake and Rfor My servant David’s sake.’ ”

35And Rit came to pass on a certain night that the angel* of the LORD went out, and killed in the camp of the Assyrians one hundred and eighty-five thousand; and when people arose early in the morning, there were the corpses—all dead.

36So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and went away, returned home, and remained at RNineveh.

37Now it came to pass, as he was worshiping in the temple of Nisroch his god, that his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer struck him down with the sword; and they escaped into the land of Ararat. Then REsarhaddon his son reigned in his place.




CHAPTER 20

Miraculous Recovery of Hezekiah 2 Chr. 32:24; Is. 38:1–8

1In Rthose days Hezekiah was sick and near death. And Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, went to him and said to him, “Thus says the LORD: ‘Set your house in order, for you shall die, and not live.’ ”

2Then he turned his face toward the wall, and prayed to the LORD, saying, 

3“Remember now, O LORD, I pray, how I have walked before You in truth and with a loyal heart, and have done what was good in Your sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly.

4And it happened, before Isaiah had gone out into the middle court, that the word of the LORD came to him, saying, 

5“Return and tell Hezekiah the leader of My people, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of David your father: R“I have heard your prayer, I have seen Ryour tears; surely I will heal you. On the third day you shall go up to the house of the LORD.

6“And I will add to your days fifteen years. I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria; and RI will defend this city for My own sake, and for the sake of My servant David.” ’ ”

7Then RIsaiah said, “Take a lump of figs.” So they took and laid it on the boil, and he recovered.

8And Hezekiah said to Isaiah, R“What is the sign that the LORD will heal me, and that I shall go up to the house of the LORD the third day?”

9Then Isaiah said, R“This is the sign to you from the LORD, that the LORD will do the thing which He has spoken: shall the shadow go forward ten degrees or go backward ten degrees?”

10And Hezekiah answered, “It is an easy thing for the shadow to go down ten Tdegrees; no, but let the shadow go backward ten degrees.”

11So Isaiah the prophet cried out to the LORD, and RHe brought the shadow ten Tdegrees backward, by which it had gone down on the sundial of Ahaz.

Judah’s Wealth Is Exposed to Babylon Is. 39:1, 2

12RAt that time Berodach-Baladan* the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that Hezekiah had been sick.

13And Hezekiah was attentive to them, and showed them all the house of his treasures—the silver and gold, the spices and precious ointment, and all* his armory—all that was found among his treasures. There was nothing in his house or in all his dominion that Hezekiah did not show them.

Babylonian Exile Is Prophesied––Is. 39:3–8

14Then Isaiah the prophet went to King Hezekiah, and said to him, “What did these men say, and from where did they come to you?” So Hezekiah said, “They came from a far country, from Babylon.”

15And he said, “What have they seen in your house?” So Hezekiah answered, R“They have seen all that is in my house; there is nothing among my treasures that I have not shown them.”

16Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the LORD:

17‘Behold, the days are coming when all that is in your house, and what your fathers have accumulated until this day, Rshall be carried to Babylon; nothing shall be left, ’ says the LORD.

18‘And they shall take away some of your sons who will descend from you, whom you will beget; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.’ ”

19So Hezekiah said to Isaiah, R“The word of the LORD which you have spoken is good!” For he said, “Will there not be peace and truth at least in my days?”

Death of Hezekiah—2 Chr. 32:32, 33

20Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah—all his might, and how he made a Rpool and a tunnel and brought water into the city—are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

21So Hezekiah rested with his fathers. Then Manasseh his son reigned in his place.




CHAPTER 21

Spiritual Evaluation of Manasseh 2 Chr. 33:1–9

1Manasseh Rwas twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Hephzibah.

2And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, Raccording to the abominations of the nations whom the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel.

3For he rebuilt the high places Rwhich Hezekiah his father had destroyed; he raised up altars for Baal, and made a wooden image, * Ras Ahab king of Israel had done; and he worshiped all the host of heaven* and served them.

4RHe also built altars in the house of the LORD, of which the LORD had said, “In Jerusalem I will put My name.”

5And he built altars for all the host of heaven in the Rtwo courts of the house of the LORD.

6RAlso he made his son pass through the fire, practiced soothsaying, used witchcraft, and consulted spiritists and mediums. He did much evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke Him to anger.

7He even set a carved image of Asherah* that he had made, in the house of which the LORD had said to David and to Solomon his son, R“In this house and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I will put My name forever;

8“and I will not make the feet of Israel wander anymore from the land which I gave their fathers—only if they are careful to do according to all that I have commanded them, and according to all the law that My servant Moses commanded them.”

9But they paid no attention, and Ma-nasseh Rseduced them to do more evil than the nations whom the LORD had destroyed before the children of Israel.

10And the LORD spoke Rby His servants the prophets, saying, 

11“Because Manasseh king of Judah has done these abominations (he has acted more wickedly than all the RAmorites who were before him, and Rhas also made Judah sin with his idols), 

12“therefore thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘Behold, I am bringing such calamity upon Jerusalem and Judah, that whoever hears of it, both his ears will tingle.

13‘And I will stretch over Jerusalem Rthe measuring line of Samaria and the plummet of the house of Ahab; RI will wipe Jerusalem as one wipes a dish, wiping it and turning it upside down.

14‘So I will forsake the Rremnant of My inheritance and deliver them into the hand of their enemies; and they shall become victims of plunder to all their enemies, 

15‘because they have done evil in My sight, and have provoked Me to anger since the day their fathers came out of Egypt, even to this day.’ ”

Political Situation Under Manasseh

16RMoreover Manasseh shed very much innocent blood, till he had filled Jerusalem from one end to another, besides his sin by which he made Judah sin, in doing evil in the sight of the LORD.

Death of Manasseh

17Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh—all that he did, and the sin that he committed—are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

18So RManasseh rested with his fathers, and was buried in the garden of his own house, in the garden of Uzza. Then his son Amon reigned in his place.

The Reign of Amon in Judah 2 Chr. 33:21–25

19RAmon was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned two years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Meshullemeth the daughter of Haruz of Jotbah.

20And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, as his father Manasseh had done.

21So he walked in all the ways that his father had walked; and he served the idols that his father had served, and worshiped them.

22He forsook the LORD God of his fathers, and did not walk in the way of the LORD.

23RThen the servants of Amon Rconspired against him, and killed the king in his own house.

24But the people of the land Rexecuted all those who had conspired against King Amon. Then the people of the land made his son Josiah king in his place.

25Now the rest of the acts of Amon which he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

26And he was buried in his tomb in the garden of Uzza. Then Josiah his son reigned in his place.




CHAPTER 22

Spiritual Evaluation of Josiah—2 Chr. 34:1, 2

1Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah of Bozkath.

2And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, and walked in all the ways of his father David; he Rdid not turn aside to the right hand or to the left.

The Temple Is Repaired—2 Chr. 34:8–13

3RNow it came to pass, in the eighteenth year of King Josiah, that the king sent Shaphan the scribe, the son of Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, to the house of the LORD, saying:

4“Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may count the money which has been Rbrought into the house of the LORD, which Rthe doorkeepers have gathered from the people.

5“And let them Rdeliver it into the hand of those doing the work, who are the overseers in the house of the LORD; let them give it to those who are in the house of the LORD doing the work, to repair the damages of the house—

6“to carpenters and builders and masons—and to buy timber and hewn stone to repair the house.

7“However there need be no accounting made with them of the money delivered into their hand, because they deal faithfully.”

The Book of the Law Is Discovered 2 Chr. 34:15–18

8Then Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the scribe, R“I have found the Book of the Law in the house of the LORD.” And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it.

9So Shaphan the scribe went to the king, bringing the king word, saying, “Your servants have gathered the money that was found in the house, and have delivered it into the hand of those who do the work, who oversee the house of the LORD.”

10Then Shaphan the scribe showed the king, saying, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read it before the king.

Repentance of Josiah—2 Chr. 34:19–22

11Now it happened, when the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, that he tore his clothes.

12Then the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, RAhikam the son of Shaphan, Achbor* the son of Michaiah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of the king, saying, 

13“Go, inquire of the LORD for me, for the people and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that has been found; for great is Rthe wrath of the LORD that is aroused against us, because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book, to do according to all that is written concerning us.”

14So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe. (She dwelt in Jerusalem in the Second Quarter.) And they spoke with her.

Prophecy of Blessing—2 Chr. 34:23–28

15Then she said to them, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel, ‘Tell the man who sent you to Me, 

16“Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, RI will bring calamity on this place and on its inhabitants—all the words of the book which the king of Judah has read—

17R‘because they have forsaken Me and burned incense to other gods, that they might provoke Me to anger with all the works of their hands. Therefore My wrath shall be aroused against this place and shall not be quenched.’ ” ’

18“But as for Rthe king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, in this manner you shall speak to him, ‘Thus says the LORD God of Israel: “Concerning the words which you have heard—

19“because your Rheart was tender, and you humbled yourself before the LORD when you heard what I spoke against this place and against its inhabitants, that they would become a desolation and a curse, and you tore your clothes and wept before Me, I also have heard you, ” says the LORD.

20“Surely, therefore, I will gather you to your fathers, and you Rshall Tbe gathered to your grave in peace; and your eyes shall not see all the calamity which I will bring on this place.” ’ ” So they brought back word to the king.




CHAPTER 23

Institution of the Covenant—2 Chr. 34:29–32

1Now the king sent them to gather all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem to him.

2The king went up to the house of the LORD with all the men of Judah, and with him all the inhabitants of Jerusalem—the priests and the prophets and all the people, both small and great. And he Rread in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant Rwhich had been found in the house of the LORD.

3Then the king Rstood by a pillar and made a Rcovenant before the LORD, to follow the LORD and to keep His commandments and His testimonies and His statutes, with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were written in this book. And all the people took a stand for the covenant.

Reforms Because of the Covenant 2 Chr. 34:33–35:19

4And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, the Rpriests of the second order, and the doorkeepers, to bring out of the temple of the LORD all the articles that were made for Baal, for Asherah, * and for all the host of heaven;* and he burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron, and carried their ashes to Bethel.

5Then he removed the idolatrous priests whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense on the high places in the cities of Judah and in the places all around Jerusalem, and those who burned incense to Baal, to the sun, to the moon, to the constellations, and to all the host of heaven.

6And he brought out the wooden image* from the house of the LORD, to the Brook Kidron outside Jerusalem, burned it at the Brook Kidron and ground it to Rashes, and threw its ashes on Rthe graves of the common people.

7Then he tore down the ritual booths of the perverted persons* that were in the house of the LORD, Rwhere the women wove hangings for the wooden image.

8And he brought all the priests from the cities of Judah, and defiled the high places where the priests had burned incense, from RGeba to Beersheba; also he broke down the high places at the gates which were at the entrance of the Gate of Joshua the governor of the city, which were to the left of the city gate.

9Nevertheless the priests of the high places did not come up to the altar of the LORD in Jerusalem, Rbut they ate unleavened bread among their brethren.

10And he defiled RTopheth, which is in the Valley of the Son* of Hinnom, that no man might make his son or his daughter pass through the fire to Molech.

11Then he removed the horses that the kings of Judah had Tdedicated to the sun, at the entrance to the house of the LORD, by the chamber of Nathan-Melech, the officer who was in the court; and he burned the chariots of the sun with fire.

12The altars that were Ron the roof, the upper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, and the altars which RManasseh had made in the two courts of the house of the LORD, the king broke down and pulverized there, and threw their dust into the Brook Kidron.

13Then the king defiled the high places that were east of Jerusalem, which were on the south of the Mount of Corruption, which RSolomon king of Israel had built for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Sidonians, for Chemosh the abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom the abomination of the people of Ammon.

14And he broke in pieces the sacred pillars and cut down the wooden images, and filled their places with the bones of men.

15Moreover the altar that was at Bethel, and the high place Rwhich Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel sin, had made, both that altar and the high place he broke down; and he burned the high place and crushed it to powder, and burned the wooden image.

16As Josiah turned, he saw the tombs that were there on the mountain. And he sent and took the bones out of the tombs and burned them on the altar, and defiled it according to the Rword of the LORD which the man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed these words.

17Then he said, “What gravestone is this that I see?” So the men of the city told him, “It is Rthe tomb of the man of God who came from Judah and proclaimed these things which you have done against the altar of Bethel.”

18And he said, “Let him alone; let no one move his bones.” So they let his bones alone, with the bones of Rthe prophet who came from Samaria.

19Now Josiah also took away all the shrines of the high places that were Rin the cities of Samaria, which the kings of Israel had made to provoke the LORD* to anger; and he did to them according to all the deeds he had done in Bethel.

20RHe executed all the priests of the high places who were there, on the altars, and Rburned men’s bones on them; and he returned to Jerusalem.

21Then the king commanded all the people, saying, R“Keep the Passover to the LORD your God, Ras it is written in this Book of the Covenant.”

22RSuch a Passover surely had never been held since the days of the judges who judged Israel, nor in all the days of the kings of Israel and the kings of Judah.

23But in the eighteenth year of King Josiah this Passover was held before the LORD in Jerusalem.

24Moreover Josiah put away those who consulted mediums and spiritists, the household gods and idols, all the abominations that were seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, that he might perform the words of Rthe law which were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the house of the LORD.

25RNow before him there was no king like him, who turned to the LORD with all his heart, with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all the Law of Moses; nor after him did any arise like him.

26Nevertheless the LORD did not turn from the fierceness of His great wrath, with which His anger was aroused against Judah, Rbecause of all the provocations with which Manasseh had provoked Him.

27And the LORD said, “I will also remove Judah from My sight, as I have removed Israel, and will cast off this city Jerusalem which I have chosen, and the house of which I said, ‘My name shall be there.’ ”*

Political Situation Under Josiah 2 Chr. 35:20–23

28Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

29In his days Pharaoh Necho king of Egypt went to the aid of the king of Assyria, to the River Euphrates; and King Josiah went against him. And Pharaoh Necho killed him at Megiddo when he confronted him.

Death of Josiah—2 Chr. 35:24–36:1

30RThen his servants moved his body in a chariot from Megiddo, brought him to Jerusalem, and buried him in his own tomb. And the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, anointed him, and made him king in his father’s place.

The Reign of Jehoahaz in Judah 2 Chr. 36:2–4

31RJehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he became king, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was RHamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.

32And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his fathers had done.

33Now Pharaoh Necho put him in prison at Riblah in the land of Hamath, that he might not reign in Jerusalem; and he imposed on the land a tribute of one hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold.

34Then Pharaoh Necho made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in place of his father Josiah, and Rchanged his name to Jehoiakim. And Pharaoh took Jehoahaz and went to Egypt, and he* died there. 

The Reign of Jehoiakim in Judah 2 Chr. 36:5–8

35So Jehoiakim gave Rthe silver and gold to Pharaoh; but he taxed the land to give money according to the command of Pharaoh; he exacted the silver and gold from the people of the land, from every one according to his assessment, to give it to Pharaoh Necho.

36Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Zebudah the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah.

37And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his fathers had done.




CHAPTER 24

1In Rhis days Nebuchadnezzar king of RBabylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his vassal for three years. Then he turned and rebelled against him.

2RAnd the LORD sent against him raiding Tbands of Chaldeans, bands of Syrians, bands of Moabites, and bands of the people of Ammon; He sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the LORD which He had spoken by His servants the prophets.

3Surely at the commandment of the LORD this came upon Judah, to remove them from His sight because of the sins of Manasseh, according to all that he had done, 

4Rand also because of the innocent blood that he had shed; for he had filled Jerusalem with innocent blood, which the LORD would not pardon.

5Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

6RSo Jehoiakim rested with his fathers. Then Jehoiachin his son reigned in his place.

7And Rthe king of Egypt did not come out of his land anymore, for Rthe king of Babylon had taken all that belonged to the king of Egypt from the Brook of Egypt to the River Euphrates.

The Reign of Jehoiachin in Judah 2 Chr. 36:9, 10

8RJehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months. His mother’s name was Nehushta the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem.

9And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father had done.

10At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against Jerusalem, and the city was besieged.

11And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came against the city, as his servants were besieging it.

12Then Jehoiachin king of Judah, his mother, his servants, his princes, and his officers went out to the king of Babylon; and the king of Babylon, Rin the eighth year of his reign, took him prisoner.

13RAnd he carried out from there all the treasures of the house of the LORD and the treasures of the king’s house, and he cut in pieces all the articles of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of the LORD, as the LORD had said.

14Also Rhe carried into captivity all Jerusalem: all the captains and all the mighty men of valor, Rten thousand captives, and Rall the craftsmen and smiths. None remained except the poorest people of the land.

15And Rhe carried Jehoiachin captive to Babylon. The king’s mother, the king’s wives, his officers, and the mighty of the land he carried into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon.

16All the valiant men, seven thousand, and craftsmen and smiths, one thousand, all who were strong and fit for war, these the king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon.

Spiritual Evaluation of Zedekiah 2 Chr. 36:10–16; Jer. 52:1, 2

17Then the king of Babylon made Mattaniah, Jehoiachin’s* uncle, king in his place, and changed his name to Zedekiah.

18RZedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was RHamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.

19He also did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that Jehoiakim had done.

Political Situation Under Zedekiah 2 Chr. 36:17–20; Jer. 52:3–27





20For because of the anger of the LORD this happened in Jerusalem and Judah, that He finally cast them out from His presence. RThen Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.




CHAPTER 25

1Now it came to pass Rin the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army came against Jerusalem and encamped against it; and they built a siege wall against it all around.

2So the city was besieged until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah.

3By the ninth day of the Rfourth month the famine had become so severe in the city that there was no food for the people of the land.

4Then Rthe city wall was broken through, and all the men of war fled at night by way of the gate between two walls, which was by the king’s garden, even though the Chaldeans were still encamped all around against the city. And Rthe king* went by way of the plain.*

5But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king, and they overtook him in the plains of Jericho. All his army was scattered from him.

6So they took the king and brought him up to the king of Babylon at Riblah, and they pronounced judgment on him.

7Then they killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, RputT out the eyes of Zedekiah, bound him with bronze fetters, and took him to Babylon.

8And in the fifth month, Ron the seventh day of the month (which was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar king of Bab-ylon), RNebuzaradan the captain of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem.

9He burned the house of the LORD Rand the king’s house; all the houses of Jerusalem, that is, all the houses of the great, Rhe burned with fire.

10And all the army of the Chaldeans who were with the captain of the guard broke down the walls of Jerusalem all around.

11Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive the rest of the people who remained in the city and the defectors who had deserted to the king of Babylon, with the rest of the multitude.

12But the captain of the guard Rleft some of the poor of the land as vinedressers and farmers.

13The bronze pillars that were in the house of the LORD, and the carts and the bronze Sea that were in the house of the LORD, the Chaldeans broke in pieces, and carried their bronze to Babylon.

14They also took away Rthe pots, the shovels, the trimmers, the spoons, and all the bronze utensils with which the priests ministered.

15The firepans and the basins, the things of solid gold and solid silver, the captain of the guard took away.

16The two pillars, one Sea, and the carts, which Solomon had made for the house of the LORD, Rthe bronze of all these articles was beyond measure.

17The height of one pillar was eighteen cubits, and the capital on it was of bronze. The height of the capital was three cubits, and the network and pomegranates all around the capital were all of bronze. The second pillar was the same, with a network.

18And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the second priest, and the three doorkeepers.

19He also took out of the city an officer who had charge of the men of war, Rfive men of the king’s close associates who were found in the city, the chief recruiting officer of the army, who mustered the people of the land, and sixty men of the people of the land who were found in the city.

20So Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, took these and brought them to the king of Babylon at Riblah.

21Then the king of Babylon struck them and put them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. RThus Judah was carried away captive from its own land.

The Governorship of Gedaliah Jer. 40:5–41:18

22Then he made Gedaliah the son of RAhikam, the son of Shaphan, governor over Rthe people who remained in the land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had left.

23Now when all the captains of the armies, they and their men, heard that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah governor, they came to Gedaliah at Mizpah—Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, Johanan the son of Careah, Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah* the son of a Maachathite, they and their men.

24And Gedaliah took an oath before them and their men, and said to them, “Do not be afraid of the servants of the Chaldeans. Dwell in the land and serve the king of Babylon, and it shall be well with you.”

25But Rit happened in the seventh month that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the royal family, came with ten men and struck and killed Gedaliah, the Jews, as well as the Chaldeans who were with him at Mizpah.

26And all the people, small and great, and the captains of the armies, arose Rand went to Egypt; for they were afraid of the Chaldeans.

The Release of Jehoiachin in Babylon Jer. 52:31–34

27RNow it came to pass in the thirty-seventh year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, that Evil-Merodach* king of Babylon, in the year that he began to reign, released Jehoiachin king of Judah from prison.

28He spoke kindly to him, and gave him a more prominent seat than those of the kings who were with him in Babylon.

29So Jehoiachin changed from his prison garments, and he ate Tbread regularly before the king all the days of his life.

30And as for his provisions, there was a regular ration given him by the king, a portion for each day, all the days of his life.




The First Book of The Chronicles
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THE BOOK OF 1 CHRONICLES

The books of 1 and 2 Chronicles cover the same period of Jewish history described in 2 Samuel through 2 Kings, but the perspective is different. These books are no mere repetition of the same material, but rather form a divine editorial on the history of God’s people. While 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings give a political history of Israel and Judah, 1 and 2 Chronicles present a religious history of the Davidic dynasty of Judah. The former are written from a prophetic and moral viewpoint, and the latter from a priestly and spiritual perspective. The Book of 1 Chronicles begins with the royal line of David and then traces the spiritual significance of David’s righteous reign.

The books of 1 and 2 Chronicles were originally one continuous work in the Hebrew. The title was Dibere Hayyamim, meaning “The Words [accounts, events] of the Days.” The equivalent meaning today would be “The Events of the Times.” Chronicles was divided into two parts in the third-century B.C. Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible (the Septuagint). At that time it was given the name Paraleipomenon, “Of Things Omitted, ” referring to the things omitted from Samuel and Kings. Some copies add the phrase, Basileon Iouda, “Concerning the Kings of Judah.” The first book of Chronicles was called Paraleipomenon Primus, “The First Book of Things Omitted.” The name “Chronicles” comes from Jerome in his Latin Vulgate Bible (A.D. 385–405): Chronicorum Liber. He meant his title in the sense of “The Chronicles of the Whole of Sacred History.”
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THE AUTHOR OF 1 CHRONICLES

Although the text does not identify the author, several facts seem to support the tradition in the Jewish Talmud that Ezra the priest was the author. The content points to a priestly authorship because of the emphasis on the temple, the priesthood, and the theocratic line of David in the southern kingdom of Judah. The narrative also indicates that Chronicles was at least written by a contemporary of Ezra. Chronicles is quite similar in style to the Book of Ezra, and both share a priestly perspective: genealogies, temple worship, ministry of the priesthood, and obedience to the law of God. In addition, the closing verses of 2 Chronicles (36:22, 23) are repeated with minor changes as the opening verses of Ezra (1:1–3). Thus, Chronicles and Ezra may have been one consecutive history as were Luke and Acts.

Ezra was an educated scribe (Ezra 7:6), and according to the apocryphal book of 2 Maccabees 2:13–15, Nehemiah collected an extensive library which was available to Ezra for his use in compiling Chronicles. Many of these documents and sources are listed in the book (see “The Author of 2 Chronicles”). Scholars of Israel accumulated and compared historical material, and the author of Chronicles was actually a compiler who drew from many sources under the guidance and inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
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THE TIME OF 1 CHRONICLES

The genealogies in chapters 1–9 cover the time from Adam to David, and chapters 10–29 focus on the thirty-three years of David’s rule over the united kingdoms of Israel and Judah (1004–971 B.C.). However, the genealogies extend to about 500 B.C., as seen in the mention of Zerubbabel, grandson of King Jeconiah, who leads the first return of the Jews from exile in 538 B.C., and also Zerubbabel’s two grandsons Pelatiah and Jeshaiah (3:21).

Ezra probably completed Chronicles between 450 and 430 B.C. and addressed it to the returned remnant. Ezra leads some of the exiles to Jerusalem in 457 B.C. and ministers to the people as their spiritual leader. During Ezra’s time, Nehemiah is the political leader and Malachi is the moral leader. Chronicles spends a disproportionate time on the reigns of David and Solomon because they bring the nation to its pinnacle. The book is written to the people of Israel’s “Second Commonwealth” to encourage them and to remind them that they must remain the covenant people of God. This reminds the Jews of their spiritual heritage and identity during the difficult times they are facing.
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THE CHRIST OF 1 CHRONICLES

See the introductions to 1 and 2 Samuel for descriptions of David as a type of Christ. The Davidic covenant of 2 Samuel 7 is found again in 1 Chronicles 17:11–14. Solomon fulfilled part, but the promise of the eternality of David’s throne can only point to the coming of the Messiah.

The tribe of Judah is placed first in the national genealogy in 1 Chronicles because the monarchy, temple, and Messiah (Gen. 49:10) will come from this tribe. Since the books of Chronicles are the last books of the Hebrew Bible, the genealogies in chapters 1–9 are a preamble to the genealogy of Christ in the first book of the New Testament.

[image: ]

KEYS TO 1 CHRONICLES

Key Verses: 1 Chronicles 17:11–14; 29:11—“And it shall be, when your days are fulfilled, when you must go to be with your fathers, that I will set up your seed after you, who will be of your sons; and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build Me a house, and I will establish his throne forever. I will be his Father, and he shall be My son; and I will not take My mercy away from him, as I took it from him who was before you. And I will establish him in My house and in My kingdom forever; and his throne shall be established forever” (17:11–14).

“Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, the power and the glory, the victory and the majesty; for all that is in heaven and in earth is Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and You are exalted as head over all” (29:11).

Key Chapter: 1 Chronicles 17—Pivotal for the Book of 1 Chronicles as well as for the rest of the Scriptures is the Davidic covenant recorded in 2 Samuel 7 and 1 Chronicles 17. God promises David that He will “establish him [David’s ultimate offspring, Jesus Christ] in My house and in My kingdom forever; and his throne shall be established forever” (1 Chr. 17:14).
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SURVEY OF 1 CHRONICLES

Chronicles retraces the whole story of Israel’s history up to the return from captivity in order to give the returned remnant a divine perspective on the developments of their past. The whole Book of 1 Chronicles, like 2 Samuel, is dedicated to the life of David. It begins with the royal line of David (1–9) before surveying key events of the reign of David (10–29).

Royal Line of David (1–9): These nine chapters are the most comprehensive genealogical tables in the Bible. They trace the family tree of David and Israel as a whole, but in a highly selective manner. The genealogies place a disproportionate emphasis on the tribes of Judah and Benjamin because Chronicles is not concerned with the northern kingdom but with the southern kingdom and the Davidic dynasty. They show God at work in selecting and preserving a people for Himself from the beginning of human history to the period after the Babylonian exile. The genealogies move from the patriarchal period (Adam to Jacob; 1:1–2:2) to the national period (Judah, Levi, and the other tribes of Israel; 2:3–9:44). They demonstrate God’s keeping of His covenant promises in maintaining the Davidic line through the centuries. The priestly perspective of Chronicles is evident in the special attention given to the tribe of Levi.

Reign of David (10–29): Compared with 2 Samuel, David’s life in 1 Chronicles is seen in an entirely different light. This is clear from both the omissions and the additions. Chronicles completely omits David’s struggles with Saul, his seven-year reign in Hebron, his various wives, and Absalom’s rebellion. It also omits the event in 2 Samuel that hurt the rest of his life—his sin with Bathsheba. Chronicles is written from a more positive perspective, emphasizing God’s grace and forgiveness, in order to encourage the Jews who have just returned from captivity. Chronicles adds events not found in 2 Samuel, such as David’s preparations for the temple and its worship services.

Only one chapter is given to Saul’s reign (10), because his heart was not right with God. David’s story begins with his coronation over all Israel after he has already reigned for seven years as king over Judah. Chronicles stresses his deep spiritual commitment, courage, and integrity. It emphasizes his concern for the things of the Lord, including his return of the ark and his desire to build a temple for God. God establishes His crucial covenant with David (17), and the kingdom is strengthened and expanded under his reign (18–20). His sin in numbering the people is recorded to teach the consequences of disobeying God’s law. Most of the rest of the book (22–29) is concerned with David’s preparations for the building of the temple and the worship associated with it. The priestly perspective of Chronicles can be seen in the disproportionate space given to the temple and the priests. David is not allowed to build the temple (28:3); but he designs the plans, gathers the materials, prepares the site, and arranges for the Levites, priests, choirs, porters, soldiers, and stewards. The book closes with his beautiful public prayer of praise and the accession of Solomon.
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OUTLINE OF 1 CHRONICLES

Part One: The Royal Line of David (1:1–9:44)

I. Genealogy from Adam to Abraham … 1:1–27

A. The Genealogy from Adam to Noah … 1:1–4

B. The Genealogy from Noah to Abraham … 1:5–27

1. Sons of Japheth … 1:5–7

2. Sons of Ham … 1:8–16

3. Sons of Shem … 1:17–27

II. The Genealogy from Abraham to Jacob … 1:28–54

A. The Genealogy from Abraham to Isaac … 1:28–34

B. The Genealogy from Isaac to Jacob … 1:35–54

1. Sons of Esau … 1:35–42

2. Kings of Edom … 1:43–50

3. Chiefs of Edom … 1:51–54

III. The Genealogy from Jacob to David … 2:1–55

A. The Genealogy of the Sons of Jacob … 2:1, 2

B. The Genealogy of the Sons of Judah … 2:3–55

IV. The Genealogy from David to the Captivity … 3:1–24

A. The Genealogy of the Sons of David … 3:1–9

B. The Genealogy of the Sons of Solomon … 3:10–24

V. The Genealogies of the Twelve Tribes … 4:1–8:40

A. The Genealogy of Judah … 4:1–23

B. The Genealogy of Simeon … 4:24–43

C. The Genealogy of Reuben … 5:1–10

D. The Genealogy of Gad … 5:11–22

E. The Genealogy of Manasseh … 5:23–26

F. The Genealogy of Levi … 6:1–81

1. The High Priestly Line … 6:1–15

2. The Levitical Line … 6:16–30

3. The Musicians’ Guild … 6:31–48

4. The Generations of Aaron … 6:49–53

5. Cities of the Priests and Levites … 6:54–81

G. The Genealogy of Issachar … 7:1–5

H. The Genealogy of Benjamin … 7:6–12

I. The Genealogy of Naphtali … 7:13

J. The Genealogy of Manasseh … 7:14–19

K. The Genealogy of Ephraim … 7:20–29

L. The Genealogy of Asher … 7:30–40

M. The Genealogy of Benjamin … 8:1–40

VI. The Genealogy of the Remnant … 9:1–34

A. The Genealogy of the Twelve Tribes Who Returned … 9:1–9

B. The Genealogy of the Priests Who Returned … 9:10–13

C. The Genealogy of the Levites Who Returned … 9:14–34

VII. The Genealogy of Saul … 9:35–44

Part Two: The Reign of David (10:1–29:30)

I. The Accession of David … 10:1–12:40

A. Death of Saul … 10:1–14

1. The House of Saul Dies in Battle … 10:1–7

2. The Philistines Defile Saul … 10:8–12

3. The Cause of Saul’s Death … 10:13, 14

B. Anointing of David as King … 11:1–3

C. Conquest of Jerusalem … 11:4–9

D. Account of David’s Mighty Men … 11:10–12:40

1. The Chiefs … 11:10–14

2. The Thirty Chief Men … 11:15–25

3. The Mighty Warriors … 11:26–47

4. The Mighty Men at Ziklag … 12:1–22

5. The Mighty Men at Hebron … 12:23–40

II. The Acquisition of the Ark of the Covenant … 13:1–17:27

A. Improper Transportation of the Ark … 13:1–14

1. Preparation to Move the Ark … 13:1–5

2. Uzza Dies for Touching the Ark … 13:6–14

B. Prosperity of David’s Reign … 14:1–17

1. David’s House Is Constructed … 14:1, 2

2. David’s Children in Jerusalem … 14:3–7

3. David’s Victory over the Philistines … 14:8–17

C. Proper Transportation of the Ark … 15:1–29

1. Spiritual Preparation to Move the Ark … 15:1–24

2. Joyful Transportation of the Ark … 15:25–29

D. Celebration at the Ark in Jerusalem … 16:1–43

1. Offering of Sacrifices … 16:1–3

2. Appointing Musicians … 16:4–6

3. Praise Psalm of David … 16:7–36

4. Constant Ministry at the Ark … 16:37–43

E. Institution of the Davidic Covenant … 17:1–27

1. Desire of David to Build God’s House … 17:1, 2

2. Covenant of God to Build David’s House … 17:3–15

3. Praise Prayer of David … 17:16–27

III. The Military Victories of King David … 18:1–20:8

A. David’s Early Victories Are Summarized … 18:1–17

1. Victory over Philistia … 18:1

2. Victory over Moab … 18:2

3. Victory over Zobah … 18:3, 4

4. Victory over Syria … 18:5–11

5. Victory over Edom … 18:12–17

B. David’s Latter Victories Are Summarized … 19:1–20:8

1. Humiliation of David’s Servants … 19:1–5

2. Victory over the Ammonites … 19:6–15

3. Victory over the Syrians … 19:16–19

4. Victory over the Ammonites … 20:1–3

5. Victory over the Philistine Giants … 20:4–8

IV. The Preparation and Organization of Israel for the Temple … 21:1–27:34

A. Sinful Census of David … 21:1–30

1. Temptation of David by Satan … 21:1–4

2. Enumeration of Israel … 21:5, 6

3. Judgment of God … 21:7–17

4. Withholding of Judgment by Sacrifices … 21:18–30

B. Material Provisions for the Temple’s Construction … 22:1–5

C. Leaders Are Charged to Construct the Temple … 22:6–19

1. David’s Charge to Solomon … 22:6–16

2. David’s Charge to the Leaders … 22:17–19

D. Organization of the Temple Leaders … 23:1–26:32

1. Organization of the Levitical Houses … 23:1–32

2. Organization of the Courses of the Priests … 24:1–31

3. Organization of the Orders of the Musicians … 25:1–31

4. Organization of the Gatekeepers … 26:1–19

5. Organization of the Treasuries of the Temple … 26:20–28

6. Organization of the Officers Outside of the Temple … 26:29–32

E. Organization of the Leaders of the Nation of Israel … 27:1–34

1. The Twelve Captains of Israel … 27:1–15

2. The Leaders of the Twelve Tribes … 27:16–24

3. The Royal Officers of David … 27:25–31

4. The Counselors of David … 27:32–34

V. The Last Days of David … 28:1–29:30

A. Final Exhortations of David … 28:1–10

1. Charge to Israel … 28:1–8

2. Charge to Solomon … 28:9, 10

B. Final Provisions for the Temple … 28:11–29:9

1. Pattern for the Temple … 28:11–21

2. Provisions of David for the Temple … 29:1–5

3. Provisions of Israel for the Temple … 29:6–9

C. David’s Final Prayer of Thanksgiving … 29:10–19

D. Coronation of Solomon … 29:20–25

E. Death of King David … 29:26–30




CHAPTER 1

The Genealogy from Adam to Noah Gen. 5:1–32; Luke 3:36–38

1 Adam, RSeth, Enosh,  2 Cainan, * Mahalalel, Jared, 

3 Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech, 

4 Noah, * Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

Sons of Japheth—Gen. 10:2–5

5RThe sons of Japheth were Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras.

6 The sons of Gomer were Ashkenaz, Diphath, * and Togarmah.

7 The sons of Javan were Elishah, Tarshishah, * Kittim, and Rodanim.*

Sons of Ham—Gen. 10:6–18

8RThe sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Canaan.

9 The sons of Cush were Seba, Havilah, Sabta, * Raama, * and Sabtecha. The sons of Raama were Sheba and Dedan.

10 Cush Rbegot Nimrod; he began to be a mighty one on the earth.

11 Mizraim begot Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 

12 Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom came the Philistines and the Caphtorim).

13RCanaan begot Sidon, his firstborn, and Heth;

14 the Jebusite, the Amorite, and the Girgashite;

15 the Hivite, the Arkite, and the Sinite;

16 the Arvadite, the Zemarite, and the Hamathite.

Sons of Shem Gen. 10:21–29; 11:10–26; Luke 3:34–36

17The sons of RShem were Elam, Asshur, RArphaxad, Lud, Aram, Uz, Hul, Gether, and Meshech.*

18 Arphaxad begot Shelah, and Shelah begot Eber.

19 To Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg, * for in his days the Tearth was divided; and his brother’s name was Joktan.

20RJoktan begot Almodad, Sheleph, Ha-zarmaveth, Jerah, 

21 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 

22 Ebal, * Abimael, Sheba, 

23 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan.

24RShem, Arphaxad, Shelah, 

25REber, Peleg, Reu, 

26 Serug, Nahor, Terah, 

27 and Abram, who is Abraham.

The Genealogy from Abraham to Isaac Gen. 25:1–4, 12–16

28RThe sons of Abraham wereRIsaac and RIshmael.

29These are their genealogies: The Rfirstborn of Ishmael was Nebajoth; then Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 

30 Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad, * Tema, 

31 Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. These were the sons of Ishmael.

32Now the sons born to Keturah, Abraham’s concubine, were Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. The sons of Jokshan were Sheba and Dedan.

33 The sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these were the children of Keturah.

34And RAbraham begot Isaac. The sons of Isaac were Esau and Israel.

Sons of Esau—Gen. 36:1–30

35 The sons of REsau were Eliphaz, Reuel, Jeush, Jaalam, and Korah.

36 And the sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zephi, * Gatam, and Kenaz; and by Timna, * Amalek.

37 The sons of Reuel were Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah.

38The sons of Seir were Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan.

39 And the sons of Lotan were Hori and Homam; Lotan’s sister was Timna.

40 The sons of Shobal were Alian, * Manahath, Ebal, Shephi, * and Onam. The sons of Zibeon were Ajah and Anah.

41 The son of Anah wasRDishon. The sons of Dishon were Hamran, * Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran.

42 The sons of Ezer were Bilhan, Zaavan, and Jaakan.* The sons of Dishan were Uz and Aran.

Kings of Edom

43Now these were the Rkings who reigned in the land of Edom before a king reigned over the children of Israel: Bela the son of Beor, and the name of his city was Dinhabah.

44 And when Bela died, Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his place.

45 When Jobab died, Husham of the land of the Temanites reigned in his place.

46 And when Husham died, Hadad the son of Bedad, who Tattacked Midian in the field of Moab, reigned in his place. The name of his city was Avith.

47 When Hadad died, Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his place.

48 And when Samlah died, Saul of Rehoboth-by-the-River reigned in his place.

49 When Saul died, Baal-Hanan the son of Achbor reigned in his place.

50 And when Baal-Hanan died, Hadad* reigned in his place; and the name of his city was Pai.* His wife’s name was Mehetabel the daughter of Matred, the daughter of Mezahab.

Chiefs of Edom

51 Hadad died also. And the chiefs of Edom were Chief Timnah, Chief Aliah, * Chief Jetheth, 

52 Chief Aholibamah, Chief Elah, Chief Pinon, 

53 Chief Kenaz, Chief Teman, Chief Mibzar, 

54 Chief Magdiel, and Chief Iram. These were the chiefs of Edom.




CHAPTER 2

The Genealogy of the Sons of Jacob Gen. 29:31–30:24; 35:16–18

1 These were the sons of Israel: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, 

2 Dan, Joseph, Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.

The Genealogy of the Sons of Judah Gen. 46:12; Ruth 4:18–22; Matt. 1:3–6; Luke 3:31–33

3The sons of RJudah were Er, Onan, and Shelah. These three were born to him by the daughter of Shua, the Canaanitess. Er, the firstborn of Judah, was wicked in the sight of the LORD; so He killed him.

4 And RTamar, his daughter-in-law, Rbore him Perez and Zerah. All the sons of Judah were five.

5 The sons of RPerez were Hezron and Hamul.

6 The sons of Zerah wereTZimri, REthan, Heman, Calcol, and TDara—five of them in all.

7 The son of RCarmi was Achar, * the troubler of Israel, who transgressed in the Raccursed thing.

8 The son of Ethan was Azariah.

9Also the sons of Hezron who were born to him were Jerahmeel, TRam, and Chelubai.*

10 Ram Rbegot Amminadab, and Amminadab begot Nahshon, Rleader of the children of Judah;

11 Nahshon begot Salma, * and Salma begot Boaz;

12 Boaz begot Obed, and Obed begot Jesse;

13 Jesse begot Eliab his firstborn, Abinadab the second, Shimea* the third, 

14 Nethanel the fourth, Raddai the fifth, 

15 Ozem the sixth, and David the seventh.

16 Now their sisters were Zeruiah and Abigail. RAnd the sons of Zeruiah were Abishai, Joab, and Asahel—three.

17 Abigail bore Amasa; and the father of Amasa was Jether the Ishmaelite.*

18Caleb the son of Hezron had children by Azubah, his wife, and by Jerioth. Now these were her sons: Jesher, Shobab, and Ardon.

19 When Azubah died, Caleb took Ephrath* as his wife, who bore him Hur.

20 And Hur begot Uri, and Uri begot RBezalel.

21Now afterward Hezron went in to the daughter of RMachir the father of Gilead, whom he married when he was sixty years old; and she bore him Segub.

22 Segub begot RJair, who had twenty-three cities in the land of Gilead.

23R(Geshur and Syria took from them the towns of Jair, with Kenath and its towns—sixty towns.) All these belonged to the sons of Machir the father of Gilead.

24 After Hezron died in Caleb Ephrathah, Hezron’s wife Abijah bore him RAshhur the father of Tekoa.

25The sons of Jerahmeel, the firstborn of Hezron, were Ram, the firstborn, and Bunah, Oren, Ozem, and Ahijah.

26 Jerahmeel had another wife, whose name was Atarah; she was the mother of Onam.

27 The sons of Ram, the firstborn of Jerahmeel, were Maaz, Jamin, and Eker.

28 The sons of Onam were Shammai and Jada. The sons of Shammai were Nadab and Abishur.

29 And the name of the wife of Abishur was Abihail, and she bore him Ahban and Molid.

30 The sons of Nadab were Seled and Appaim; Seled died without children.

31 The son of Appaim was Ishi, the son of Ishi was Sheshan, and RSheshan’s son was Ahlai.

32 The sons of Jada, the brother of Shammai, were Jether and Jonathan; Jether died without children.

33 The sons of Jonathan were Peleth and Zaza. These were the sons of Jerahmeel.

34Now Sheshan had no sons, only daughters. And Sheshan had an Egyptian servant whose name was Jarha.

35 Sheshan gave his daughter to Jarha his servant as wife, and she bore him Attai.

36 Attai begot Nathan, and Nathan begot RZabad;

37 Zabad begot Ephlal, and Ephlal begot RObed;

38 Obed begot Jehu, and Jehu begot Azariah;

39 Azariah begot Helez, and Helez begot Eleasah;

40 Eleasah begot Sismai, and Sismai begot Shallum;

41 Shallum begot Jekamiah, and Jekamiah begot Elishama.

42The descendants of Caleb the brother of Jerahmeel were Mesha, his firstborn, who was the father of Ziph, and the sons of Mareshah the father of Hebron.

43 The sons of Hebron were Korah, Tappuah, Rekem, and Shema.

44 Shema begot Raham the father of Jorkoam, and Rekem begot Shammai.

45 And the son of Shammai was Maon, and Maon was the father of Beth Zur.

46 Ephah, Caleb’s concubine, bore Haran, Moza, and Gazez; and Haran begot Gazez.

47 And the sons of Jahdai were Regem, Jotham, Geshan, Pelet, Ephah, and Shaaph.

48 Maachah, Caleb’s concubine, bore Sheber and Tirhanah.

49 She also bore Shaaph the father of Madmannah, Sheva the father of Machbenah and the father of Gibea. And the daughter of Caleb wasRAchsah.T

50These were the descendants of Caleb: The sons of RHur, the firstborn of Ephrathah, were Shobal the father of RKirjath Jearim, 

51 Salma the father of Bethlehem, and Hareph the father of Beth Gader.

52 And Shobal the father of Kirjath Jearim had descendants: THaroeh, and half of the families of Manuhoth.*

53 The families of Kirjath Jearim were the Ithrites, the Puthites, the Shumathites, and the Mishraites. From these came the Zorathites and the Eshtaolites.

54 The sons of Salma were Bethlehem, the Netophathites, Atroth Beth Joab, half of the Manahethites, and the Zorites.

55 And the families of the scribes who dwelt at Jabez were the Tirathites, the Shimeathites, and the Suchathites. These were the Kenites who came from Hammath, the father of the house of Rechab.




CHAPTER 3

The Genealogy of the Sons of David

1 Now these were the sons of David who were born to him in Hebron: The first-born wasRAmnon, by Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; the second, Daniel, * by Abigail the Carmelitess;

2 the third, Absalom the son of Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur; the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith;

3 the fifth, Shephatiah, by Abital; the sixth, Ithream, by his wife Eglah.

4These six were born to him in Hebron. RThere he reigned seven years and six months, and Rin Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years.

5RAnd these were born to him in Jerusalem: Shimea, * Shobab, Nathan, and RSolomon—four by Bathshua* the daughter of Ammiel.*

6 Also there were Ibhar, Elishama, * Eliphelet, *

7 Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia, 

8 Elishama, Eliada, * and Eliphelet—Rnine in all.

9These were all the sons of David, besides the sons of the concubines, and RTamar their sister.

The Genealogy of the Sons of Solomon Matt. 1:7–12

10Solomon’s son wasRRehoboam; Abijah* was his son, Asa his son, Jehoshaphat his son, 

11 Joram* his son, TAhaziah his son, Joash* his son, 

12 Amaziah his son, Azariah* his son, Jotham his son, 

13 Ahaz his son, Hezekiah his son, Ma-nasseh his son, 

14 Amon his son, and Josiah his son.

15 The sons of Josiah were Johanan the firstborn, the second Jehoiakim, the third Zedekiah, and the fourth Shallum.*

16 The sons of RJehoiakim were Jeconiah his son and Zedekiah* his son.

17And the sons of Jeconiah* were Assir, * Shealtiel Rhis son, 

18and Malchiram, Pedaiah, Shenazzar, Jecamiah, Hoshama, and Nedabiah.

19 The sons of Pedaiah were Zerubbabel and Shimei. The sons of Zerubbabel were Meshullam, Hananiah, Shelomith their sister, 

20 and Hashubah, Ohel, Berechiah, Hasadiah, and Jushab-Hesed—five in all.

21 The sons of Hananiah were Pelatiah and Jeshaiah, the sons of Rephaiah, the sons of Arnan, the sons of Obadiah, and the sons of Shechaniah.

22 The son of Shechaniah was Shemaiah. The sons of Shemaiah were Hattush, Igal, Bariah, Neariah, and Shaphat—six in all.

23 The sons of Neariah were Elioenai, Hezekiah, and Azrikam—three in all.

24 The sons of Elioenai were Hodaviah, Eliashib, Pelaiah, Akkub, Johanan, Delaiah, and Anani—seven in all.




CHAPTER 4

The Genealogy of Judah

1 THE sons of Judah wereRPerez, Hezron, Carmi, Hur, and Shobal.

2 And Reaiah the son of Shobal begot Jahath, and Jahath begot Ahumai and Lahad. These were the families of the Zorathites.

3 These were the sons of the father of Etam: Jezreel, Ishma, and Idbash; and the name of their sister was Hazelelponi;

4 and Penuel was the father of Gedor, and Ezer was the father of Hushah. These were the sons of RHur, the firstborn of Ephrathah the father of Bethlehem.

5 And RAshhur the father of Tekoa had two wives, Helah and Naarah.

6 Naarah bore him Ahuzzam, Hepher, Temeni, and Haahashtari. These were the sons of Naarah.

7 The sons of Helah were Zereth, Zohar, and Ethnan;

8 and Koz begot Anub, Zobebah, and the families of Aharhel the son of Harum.

9Now Jabez was Rmore honorable than his brothers, and his mother called his name Jabez, * saying, “Because I bore him in pain.”

10 And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, “Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my Tterritory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain!” So God granted him what he requested.

11Chelub the brother of Shuhah begot Mehir, who was the father of Eshton.

12 And Eshton begot Beth-Rapha, Paseah, and Tehinnah the father of Ir-Nahash. These were the men of Rechah.

13The sons of Kenaz wereROthniel and Seraiah. The sons of Othniel were Hathath, *

14 and Meonothai who begot Ophrah. Seraiah begot Joab the father of Ge Harashim, * for they were craftsmen.

15 The sons of RCaleb the son of Jephunneh were Iru, Elah, and Naam. The son of Elah wasTKenaz.

16 The sons of Jehallelel were Ziph, Ziphah, Tiria, and Asarel.

17 The sons of Ezrah were Jether, Mered, Epher, and Jalon. And Mered’s wife* bore Miriam, Shammai, and Ishbah the father of Eshtemoa.

18 (His wife Jehudijah* bore Jered the father of Gedor, Heber the father of Sochoh, and Jekuthiel the father of Zanoah.) And these were the sons of Bithiah the daughter of Pharaoh, whom Mered took.

19 The sons of Hodiah’s wife, the sister of Naham, were the fathers of Keilah the Garmite and of Eshtemoa the Maachathite.

20 And the sons of Shimon were Amnon, Rinnah, Ben-Hanan, and Tilon. And the sons of Ishi were Zoheth and Ben-Zoheth.

21 The sons of RShelah Rthe son of Judah were Er the father of Lecah, Laadah the father of Mareshah, and the families of the house of the linen workers of the house of Ashbea;

22 also Jokim, the men of Chozeba, and Joash; Saraph, who ruled in Moab, and Jashubi-Lehem. Now the Trecords are ancient.

23 These were the potters and those who dwell at Netaim* and Gederah;* there they dwelt with the king for his work.

The Genealogy of Simeon—Gen. 46:10

24The sons of Simeon were Nemuel, Jamin, Jarib, * Zerah, * and Shaul, 

25 Shallum his son, Mibsam his son, and Mishma his son.

26 And the sons of Mishma were Hamuel his son, Zacchur his son, and Shimei his son.

27 Shimei had sixteen sons and six daughters; but his brothers did not have many children, nor did any of their families multiply as much as the children of Judah.

28They dwelt at Beersheba, Moladah, Hazar Shual, 

29TBilhah, Ezem, Tolad, 

30 Bethuel, Hormah, Ziklag, 

31 Beth Marcaboth, Hazar Susim, Beth Biri, and at Shaaraim. These were their cities until the reign of David.

32 And their villages were Etam, Ain, Rimmon, Tochen, and Ashan—five cities—

33 and all the villages that were around these cities as far as Baal.* These were their dwelling places, and they maintained their genealogy:

34 Meshobab, Jamlech, and Joshah the son of Amaziah;

35 Joel, and Jehu the son of Joshibiah, the son of Seraiah, the son of Asiel;

36 Elioenai, Jaakobah, Jeshohaiah, Asaiah, Adiel, Jesimiel, and Benaiah;

37 Ziza the son of Shiphi, the son of Allon, the son of Jedaiah, the son of Shimri, the son of Shemaiah—

38 these mentioned by name were leaders in their families, and their father’s house increased greatly.

39So they went to the entrance of Gedor, as far as the east side of the valley, to seek pasture for their flocks.

40 And they found rich, good pasture, and the land was broad, quiet, and peaceful; for some Hamites formerly lived there.

41 These recorded by name came in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah; and they Rattacked their tents and the Meunites who were found there, and Rutterly destroyed them, as it is to this day. So they dwelt in their place, because there was pasture for their flocks there.

42 Now some of them, five hundred men of the sons of Simeon, went to Mount Seir, having as their captains Pelatiah, Neariah, Rephaiah, and Uzziel, the sons of Ishi.

43 And they defeated Rthe rest of the Amalekites who had escaped. They have dwelt there to this day.




CHAPTER 5

The Genealogy of Reuben—Gen. 46:8, 9

1 Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel—he was indeed the firstborn, but because he defiled his father’s bed, his birthright was given to the sons of Joseph, the son of Israel, so that the genealogy is not listed according to the birthright;

2 yet RJudah prevailed over his brothers, and from him came a ruler, although the birthright was Joseph’s—

3 the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel were Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi.

4 The sons of Joel were Shemaiah his son, Gog his son, Shimei his son, 

5 Micah his son, Reaiah his son, Baal his son, 

6 and Beerah his son, whom Tiglath-Pileser* king of Assyria carried into captivity. He was leader of the Reubenites.

7 And his brethren by their families, when the genealogy of their generations was registered: the chief, Jeiel, and Zechariah, 

8 and Bela the son of Azaz, the son of Shema, the son of Joel, who dwelt in RAroer, as far as Nebo and Baal Meon.

9 Eastward they settled as far as the Tentrance of the wilderness this side of the River Euphrates, because their cattle had multiplied in the land of Gilead.

10 Now in the days of Saul they made war Rwith the Hagrites, who fell by their hand; and they dwelt in their tents throughout the entire area east of Gilead.

The Genealogy of Gad

11And the Rchildren of Gad dwelt next to them in the land of RBashan as far as Salcah:

12 Joel was the chief, Shapham the next, then Jaanai and Shaphat in Bashan, 

13 and their brethren of their father’s house: Michael, Meshullam, Sheba, Jorai, Jachan, Zia, and Eber—seven in all.

14 These were the children of Abihail the son of Huri, the son of Jaroah, the son of Gilead, the son of Michael, the son of Jeshishai, the son of Jahdo, the son of Buz;

15 Ahi the son of Abdiel, the son of Guni, was chief of their father’s house.

16 And the Gadites dwelt in Gilead, in Bashan and in its villages, and in all the Tcommon-lands of RSharon within their borders.

17 All these were registered by genealogies in the days of Jotham king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam king of Israel.

18The sons of Reuben, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh had forty-four thousand seven hundred and sixty valiant men, men able to bear shield and sword, to shoot with the bow, and skillful in war, who went to war.

19 They made war with the Hagrites, RJetur, Naphish, and Nodab.

20 And Rthey were helped against them, and the Hagrites were delivered into their hand, and all who were with them, for they Rcried out to God in the battle. He heeded their prayer, because they Rput their trust in Him.

21 Then they took away their livestock—fifty thousand of their camels, two hundred and fifty thousand of their sheep, and two thousand of their donkeys—also one hundred thousand of their men;

22 for many fell dead, because the war Rwas God’s. And they dwelt in their place until Rthe captivity.

The Genealogy of Manasseh

23So the children of the half-tribe of Ma-nasseh dwelt in the land. Their numbers increased from Bashan to Baal Hermon, that is, to RSenir, or Mount Hermon.

24 These were the heads of their fathers’ houses: Epher, Ishi, Eliel, Azriel, Jeremiah, Hodaviah, and Jahdiel. They were mighty men of valor, famous men, and heads of their fathers’ houses.

25And they were unfaithful to the God of their fathers, and Rplayed the harlot after the gods of the peoples of the land, whom God had destroyed before them.

26 So the God of Israel stirred up the spirit of RPul king of Assyria, that is, RTiglath-Pileser* king of Assyria. He carried the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh into captivity. He took them to Halah, Habor, Hara, and the river of Gozan to this day.




CHAPTER 6

The High Priestly Line Gen. 46:11; 1 Chr. 6:50–53

1 The sons of Levi wereRGershon, T Kohath, and Merari.

2 The sons of Kohath were Amram, RIzhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.

3 The children of Amram were Aaron, Moses, and Miriam. And the sons of Aaron were Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.

4 Eleazar begot Phinehas, and Phinehas begot Abishua;

5 Abishua begot Bukki, and Bukki begot Uzzi;

6 Uzzi begot Zerahiah, and Zerahiah begot Meraioth;

7 Meraioth begot Amariah, and Amariah begot Ahitub;

8RAhitub begot RZadok, and Zadok begot Ahimaaz;

9 Ahimaaz begot Azariah, and Azariah begot Johanan;

10 Johanan begot Azariah (it was he Rwho ministered as priest in the temple that Solomon built in Jerusalem);

11RAzariah begot RAmariah, and Amariah begot Ahitub;

12 Ahitub begot Zadok, and Zadok begot TShallum;

13 Shallum begot Hilkiah, and Hilkiah begot Azariah;

14 Azariah begot RSeraiah, and Seraiah begot Jehozadak.

15 Jehozadak went into captivity when the LORD carried Judah and Jerusalem into captivity by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar.

The Levitical Line

16The sons of Levi wereRGershon, * Kohath, and Merari.

17 These are the names of the sons of Gershon: Libni and Shimei.

18 The sons of Kohath were Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.

19 The sons of Merari were Mahli and Mushi. Now these are the families of the Levites according to their fathers:

20 Of Gershon were Libni his son, Jahath his son, RZimmah his son, 

21TJoah his son, Iddo his son, Zerah his son, and Jeatherai his son.

22 The sons of Kohath were Amminadab his son, Korah his son, Assir his son, 

23 Elkanah his son, Ebiasaph his son, Assir his son, 

24 Tahath his son, Uriel his son, Uzziah his son, and Shaul his son.

25 The sons of Elkanah wereRAmasai and Ahimoth.

26As for Elkanah, * the sons of Elkanah were Zophai* his son, Nahath* his son, 

27 Eliab* his son, Jeroham his son, and Elkanah his son.

28 The sons of Samuel wereJoel* the firstborn, and Abijah the second.*

29 The sons of Merari were Mahli, Libni his son, Shimei his son, Uzzah his son, 

30 Shimea his son, Haggiah his son, and Asaiah his son.

The Musicians’ Guild

31Now these are Rthe men whom David appointed over the service of song in the house of the LORD, after the Rark came to rest.

32 They were ministering with music before the dwelling place of the tabernacle of meeting, until Solomon had built the house of the LORD in Jerusalem, and they served in their office according to their order.

33And these are the ones who ministered with their sons: Of the sons of the RKohathites were Heman the singer, the son of Joel, the son of Samuel, 

34 the son of Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Eliel, * the son of Toah, *

35 the son of Zuph, the son of Elkanah, the son of Mahath, the son of Amasai, 

36 the son of Elkanah, the son of Joel, the son of Azariah, the son of Zephaniah, 

37 the son of Tahath, the son of Assir, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, 

38 the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, the son of Israel.

39 And his brother RAsaph, who stood at his right hand, was Asaph the son of Berachiah, the son of Shimea, 

40 the son of Michael, the son of Baaseiah, the son of Malchijah, 

41 the son of REthni, the son of Zerah, the son of Adaiah, 

42 the son of Ethan, the son of Zimmah, the son of Shimei, 

43 the son of Jahath, the son of Gershon, the son of Levi.

44Their brethren, the sons of Merari, on the left hand, were Ethan the son of Kishi, the son of Abdi, the son of Malluch, 

45 the son of Hashabiah, the son of Amaziah, the son of Hilkiah, 

46 the son of Amzi, the son of Bani, the son of Shamer, 

47 the son of Mahli, the son of Mushi, the son of Merari, the son of Levi.

48 And their brethren, the Levites, were appointed to every kind of service of the tabernacle of the house of God.

The Generations of Aaron—1 Chr. 6:3–8

49RBut Aaron and his sons offered sacrifices on the altar of burnt offering and on the altar of incense, for all the work of the Most Holy Place, and to make atonement for Israel, according to all that Moses the servant of God had commanded.

50 Now these are the Rsons of Aaron: Eleazar his son, Phinehas his son, Abishua his son, 

51 Bukki his son, Uzzi his son, Zerahiah his son, 

52 Meraioth his son, Amariah his son, Ahitub his son, 

53 Zadok his son, and Ahimaaz his son.

Cities of the Priests and Levites Josh. 21:1–42

54Now these are their dwelling places throughout their settlements in their territory, for they were given by lot to the sons of Aaron, of the family of the Kohathites:

55RThey gave them Hebron in the land of Judah, with its surrounding Tcommon-lands.

56 But the fields of the city and its villages they gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh.

57 And Rto the sons of Aaron they gave one of the cities of refuge, Hebron; also Libnah with its common-lands, Jattir, Eshtemoa with its common-lands, 

58 Hilen* with its common-lands, Debir with its common-lands, 

59 Ashan* with its common-lands, and Beth Shemesh with its common-lands.

60 And from the tribe of Benjamin: Geba with its common-lands, Alemeth* with its common-lands, and Anathoth with its common-lands. All their cities among their families were thirteen.

61To the rest of the family of the tribe of the Kohathites they gaveRby lot ten cities from half the tribe of Manasseh.

62 And to the sons of Gershon, throughout their families, they gave thirteen cities from the tribe of Issachar, from the tribe of Asher, from the tribe of Naphtali, and from the tribe of Manasseh in Bashan.

63 To the sons of Merari, throughout their families, they gaveRtwelve cities from the tribe of Reuben, from the tribe of Gad, and from the tribe of Zebulun.

64 So the children of Israel gave these cities with their Tcommon-lands to the Levites.

65 And they gave by lot from the tribe of the children of Judah, from the tribe of the children of Simeon, and from the tribe of the children of Benjamin these cities which are called by their names.

66Now Rsome of the families of the sons of Kohath were given cities as their territory from the tribe of Ephraim.

67RAnd they gave them one of the cities of refuge, Shechem with its common-lands, in the mountains of Ephraim, also Gezer with its common-lands, 

68RJokmeam with its common-lands, Beth Horon with its common-lands, 

69 Aijalon with its common-lands, and Gath Rimmon with its common-lands.

70 And from the half-tribe of Manasseh: Aner with its common-lands and Bileam with its common-lands, for the rest of the family of the sons of Kohath.

71From the family of the half-tribe of Ma-nasseh the sons of Gershon were given Golan in Bashan with its common-lands and Ashtaroth with its common-lands.

72 And from the tribe of Issachar: TKedesh with its common-lands, Daberath with its common-lands, 

73 Ramoth with its common-lands, and Anem with its common-lands.

74 And from the tribe of Asher: Mashal with its common-lands, Abdon with its common-lands, 

75 Hukok with its common-lands, and Rehob with its common-lands.

76 And from the tribe of Naphtali: Kedesh in Galilee with its common-lands, Hammon with its common-lands, and Kirjathaim with its common-lands.

77From the tribe of Zebulun the rest of the children of Merari were given Rimmon* with its common-lands and Tabor with its common-lands.

78 And on the other side of the Jordan, across from Jericho, on the east side of the Jordan, they were given from the tribe of Reuben: Bezer in the wilderness with its common-lands, Jahzah with its common-lands, 

79 Kedemoth with its common-lands, and Mephaath with its common-lands.

80 And from the tribe of Gad: Ramoth in Gilead with its common-lands, Mahanaim with its common-lands, 

81 Heshbon with its common-lands, and Jazer with its common-lands.




CHAPTER 7

The Genealogy of Issachar—Gen. 46:13

1 The sons of Issachar were Tola, Puah, * Jashub, and Shimron—four in all.

2 The sons of Tola were Uzzi, Rephaiah, Jeriel, Jahmai, Jibsam, and Shemuel, heads of their father’s house. The sons of Tola were mighty men of valor in their generations; their number in the days of David was twenty-two thousand six hundred.

3 The son of Uzzi was Izrahiah, and the sons of Izrahiah were Michael, Obadiah, Joel, and Ishiah. All five of them were chief men.

4 And with them, by their generations, according to their fathers’ houses, were thirty-six thousand troops ready for war; for they had many wives and sons.

5 Now their brethren among all the families of Issachar were mighty men of valor, listed by their genealogies, eighty-seven thousand in all.

The Genealogy of Benjamin—Gen. 46:21

6The sons of Benjamin were Bela, Becher, and Jediael—three in all.

7 The sons of Bela were Ezbon, Uzzi, Uzziel, Jerimoth, and Iri—five in all. They were heads of their fathers’ houses, and they were listed by their genealogies, twenty-two thousand and thirty-four mighty men of valor.

8 The sons of Becher were Zemirah, Joash, Eliezer, Elioenai, Omri, Jerimoth, Abijah, Anathoth, and Alemeth. All these are the sons of Becher.

9 And they were recorded by genealogy according to their generations, heads of their fathers’ houses, twenty thousand two hundred mighty men of valor.

10 The son of Jediael was Bilhan, and the sons of Bilhan were Jeush, Benjamin, Ehud, Chenaanah, Zethan, Tharshish, and Ahishahar.

11 All these sons of Jediael were heads of their fathers’ houses; there were seventeen thousand two hundred mighty men of valor fit to go out for war and battle.

12 Shuppim and Huppim* were the sons of Ir, and Hushim was the son of Aher.

The Genealogy of Naphtali—Gen. 46:24

13The Rsons of Naphtali were Jahziel, * Guni, Jezer, and Shallum, * the sons of Bilhah.

The Genealogy of Manasseh

14The Rdescendants of Manasseh: his Syrian concubine bore him Machir the father of Gilead, the father of Asriel.*

15 Machir took as his wife the sister of Huppim and Shuppim, * whose name was Maachah. The name of Gilead’s grandson* was Zelophehad, * but Zelophehad begot only daughters.

16 (Maachah the wife of Machir bore a son, and she called his name Peresh. The name of his brother was Sheresh, and his sons were Ulam and Rakem.

17 The son of Ulam wasRBedan.) These were the descendants of Gilead the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh.

18 His sister Hammoleketh bore Ishhod, TAbiezer, and Mahlah.

19 And the sons of Shemida were Ahian, Shechem, Likhi, and Aniam.

The Genealogy of Ephraim

20RThe sons of Ephraim were Shuthelah, Bered his son, Tahath his son, Eladah his son, Tahath his son, 

21 Zabad his son, Shuthelah his son, and Ezer and Elead. The men of Gath who were born in that land killed them because they came down to take away their cattle.

22 Then Ephraim their father mourned many days, and his brethren came to comfort him.

23And when he went in to his wife, she conceived and bore a son; and he called his name Beriah, * because tragedy had come upon his house.

24 Now his daughter was Sheerah, who built Lower and Upper RBeth Horon and Uzzen Sheerah;

25 and Rephah was his son, as well as Resheph, and Telah his son, Tahan his son, 

26 Laadan his son, Ammihud his son, RElishama his son, 

27 Nun* his son, and Joshua his son.

28Now their Rpossessions and dwelling places were Bethel and its towns: to the east Naaran, to the west Gezer and its towns, and Shechem and its towns, as far as Ayyah* and its towns;

29 and by the borders of the children of Manasseh were Beth Shean and its towns, Taanach and its towns, Megiddo and its towns, Dor and its towns. In these dwelt the children of Joseph, the son of Israel.

The Genealogy of Asher—Gen. 46:17

30The sons of Asher were Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah, and their sister Serah.

31 The sons of Beriah were Heber and Malchiel, who was the father of Birzaith.*

32 And Heber begot Japhlet, Shomer, * Hotham, * and their sister Shua.

33 The sons of Japhlet were Pasach, Bimhal, and Ashvath. These were the children of Japhlet.

34 The sons of RShemer were Ahi, Rohgah, Jehubbah, and Aram.

35 And the sons of his brother Helem were Zophah, Imna, Shelesh, and Amal.

36 The sons of Zophah were Suah, Harnepher, Shual, Beri, Imrah, 

37 Bezer, Hod, Shamma, Shilshah, Jithran, * and Beera.

38 The sons of Jether were Jephunneh, Pispah, and Ara.

39 The sons of Ulla were Arah, Haniel, and Rizia.

40 All these were the children of Asher, heads of their fathers’ houses, choice men, mighty men of valor, chief leaders. And they were recorded by genealogies among the army fit for battle; their number was twenty-six thousand.




CHAPTER 8

The Genealogy of Benjamin—Gen. 46:21

1 Now Benjamin begot Bela his firstborn, Ashbel the second, Aharah* the third, 

2 Nohah the fourth, and Rapha the fifth.

3 The sons of Bela were Addar, * Gera, Abihud, 

4 Abishua, Naaman, Ahoah, 

5 Gera, Shephuphan, and Huram.

6 These are the sons of Ehud, who were the heads of the fathers’ houses of the inhabitants of RGeba, and who forced them to move to RManahath:

7 Naaman, Ahijah, and Gera who forced them to move. He begot Uzza and Ahihud.

8 Also Shaharaim had children in the country of Moab, after he had sent away Hushim and Baara his wives.

9 By Hodesh his wife he begot Jobab, Zibia, Mesha, Malcam, 

10 Jeuz, Sachiah, and Mirmah. These were his sons, heads of their fathers’ houses.

11 And by Hushim he begot Abitub and Elpaal.

12 The sons of Elpaal were Eber, Misham, and Shemed, who built Ono and Lod with its towns;

13 and Beriah and RShema, who were heads of their fathers’ houses of the inhabitants of Aijalon, who drove out the inhabitants of Gath.

14 Ahio, Shashak, Jeremoth, 

15 Zebadiah, Arad, Eder, 

16 Michael, Ispah, and Joha were the sons of Beriah.

17 Zebadiah, Meshullam, Hizki, Heber, 

18 Ishmerai, Jizliah, and Jobab were the sons of Elpaal.

19 Jakim, Zichri, Zabdi, 

20 Elienai, Zillethai, Eliel, 

21 Adaiah, Beraiah, and Shimrath were the sons of TShimei.

22 Ishpan, Eber, Eliel, 

23 Abdon, Zichri, Hanan, 

24 Hananiah, Elam, Antothijah, 

25 Iphdeiah, and Penuel were the sons of Shashak.

26 Shamsherai, Shehariah, Athaliah, 

27 Jaareshiah, Elijah, and Zichri were the sons of Jeroham.

28 These were heads of the fathers’ houses by their generations, chief men. These dwelt in Jerusalem.

29Now the father of Gibeon, whose wife’s name was Maacah, dwelt at Gibeon.

30 And his firstborn son was Abdon, then Zur, Kish, Baal, Nadab, 

31 Gedor, Ahio, Zecher, 

32 and Mikloth, who begot Shimeah.* They also dwelt alongside their Trelatives in Jerusalem, with their brethren.

33RNer* begot Kish, Kish begot Saul, and Saul begot Jonathan, Malchishua, Abina-dab, * and Esh-Baal.*

34 The son of Jonathan was Merib-Baal, * and Merib-Baal begot RMicah.

35 The sons of Micah were Pithon, Melech, TTarea, and Ahaz.

36 And Ahaz begot Jehoaddah;* Jehoaddah begot Alemeth, Azmaveth, and Zimri; and Zimri begot Moza.

37 Moza begot Binea, Raphah* his son, Eleasah his son, and Azel his son.

38 Azel had six sons whose names were these: Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah, and Hanan. All these were the sons of Azel.

39 And the sons of Eshek his brother were Ulam his firstborn, Jeush the second, and Eliphelet the third.

40 The sons of Ulam were mighty men of valor—archers. They had many sons and grandsons, one hundred and fifty in all. These were all sons of Benjamin.




CHAPTER 9

The Genealogy of the Twelve Tribes Who Returned

1 So Rall Israel was Trecorded by genealogies, and indeed, they were inscribed in the book of the kings of Israel. But Judah was carried away captive to Babylon because of their unfaithfulness.

2 And the first inhabitants who dwelt in their possessions in their cities were Israelites, priests, Levites, and the Nethinim.

3Now in RJerusalem the children of Judah dwelt, and some of the children of Benjamin, and of the children of Ephraim and Manasseh:

4 Uthai the son of Ammihud, the son of Omri, the son of Imri, the son of Bani, of the descendants of Perez, the son of Judah.

5 Of the Shilonites: Asaiah the firstborn and his sons.

6 Of the sons of Zerah: Jeuel, and their brethren—six hundred and ninety.

7 Of the sons of Benjamin: Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son of Hodaviah, the son of Hassenuah;

8 Ibneiah the son of Jeroham; Elah the son of Uzzi, the son of Michri; Meshullam the son of Shephatiah, the son of Reuel, the son of Ibnijah;

9 and their brethren, according to their generations—nine hundred and fifty-six. All these men were heads of a father’s house in their fathers’ houses.

The Genealogy of the Priests Who Returned

10ROf the priests: Jedaiah, Jehoiarib, and Jachin;

11TAzariah the son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son of Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, the Rofficer over the house of God;

12 Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the son of Pashur, the son of Malchijah; Maasai the son of Adiel, the son of Jahzerah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Meshillemith, the son of Immer;

13 and their brethren, heads of their fathers’ houses—one thousand seven hundred and sixty. They were very able men for the work of the service of the house of God.

The Genealogy of the Levites Who Returned

14Of the Levites: Shemaiah the son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of Hashabiah, of the sons of Merari;

15 Bakbakkar, Heresh, Galal, and Mattaniah the son of Micah, the son of RZichri, the son of Asaph;

16RObadiah the son of RShemaiah, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun; and Berechiah the son of Asa, the son of Elkanah, who lived in the villages of the Netophathites.

17And the gatekeepers were Shallum, Akkub, Talmon, Ahiman, and their brethren. Shallum was the chief.

18 Until then they had been gatekeepers for the camps of the children of Levi at the King’s Gate on the east.

19 Shallum the son of Kore, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, and his brethren, from his father’s house, the Korahites, were in charge of the work of the service, Tgatekeepers of the tabernacle. Their fathers had been keepers of the entrance to the camp of the LORD.

20 And RPhinehas the son of Eleazar had been the officer over them in time past; the LORDwas with him.

21RZechariah the son of Meshelemiah wasTkeeper of the door of the tabernacle of meeting.

22 All those chosen as gatekeepers were two hundred and twelve. RThey were recorded by their genealogy, in their villages. David and Samuel the seer had appointed them to their trusted office.

23 So they and their children were in charge of the gates of the house of the LORD, the house of the tabernacle, by assignment.

24 The gatekeepers were assigned to the four directions: the east, west, north, and south.

25 And their brethren in their villages had to come with them from time to time Rfor seven days.

26 For in this trusted office were four chief gatekeepers; they were Levites. And they had charge over the chambers and treasuries of the house of God.

27 And they lodged all around the house of God because they had the Rresponsibility, and they were in charge of opening it every morning.

28Now some of them were in charge of the serving vessels, for they brought them in and took them out by count.

29Some of them were appointed over the furnishings and over all the implements of the sanctuary, and over the Rfine flour and the wine and the oil and the incense and the spices.

30 And some of the sons of the priests made the ointment of the spices.

31 Mattithiah of the Levites, the firstborn of Shallum the Korahite, had the trusted office Rover the things that were baked in the pans.

32 And some of their brethren of the sons of the Kohathites were in charge of preparing the showbread for every Sabbath.

33These are Rthe singers, heads of the fathers’ houses of the Levites, who lodged in the chambers, and were free from other duties; for they were employed in that work day and night.

34 These heads of the fathers’ houses of the Levites were heads throughout their generations. They dwelt at Jerusalem.

The Genealogy of Saul

35Jeiel the father of Gibeon, whose wife’s name was Maacah, dwelt at Gibeon.

36 His firstborn son was Abdon, then Zur, Kish, Baal, Ner, Nadab, 

37 Gedor, Ahio, Zechariah, * and Mikloth.

38 And Mikloth begot Shimeam.* They also dwelt alongside their relatives in Jerusalem, with their brethren.

39RNer begot Kish, Kish begot Saul, and Saul begot Jonathan, Malchishua, Abinadab, and Esh-Baal.

40 The son of Jonathan was Merib-Baal, and Merib-Baal begot Micah.

41 The sons of Micah were Pithon, Melech, Tahrea, * Rand Ahaz.*

42 And Ahaz begot Jarah;* Jarah begot Alemeth, Azmaveth, and Zimri; and Zimri begot Moza;

43 Moza begot Binea, Rephaiah* his son, Eleasah his son, and Azel his son.

44 And Azel had six sons whose names were these: Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah, and Hanan; these were the sons of Azel.




CHAPTER 10

The House of Saul Dies in Battle 1 Sam. 31:1–7

1 Now Rthe Philistines fought against Israel; and the men of Israel fled from before the Philistines, and fell slain on Mount Gilboa.

2 Then the Philistines followed hard after Saul and his sons. And the Philistines killed Jonathan, TAbinadab, and Malchishua, Saul’s sons.

3 The battle became fierce against Saul. The archers hit him, and he was wounded by the archers.

4 Then Saul said to his armorbearer, “Draw your sword, and thrust me through with it, lest these uncircumcised men come and abuse me.” But his armorbearer would not, for he was greatly afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword and fell on it.

5 And when his armorbearer saw that Saul was dead, he also fell on his sword and died.

6 So Saul and his three sons died, and all his house died together.

7 And when all the men of Israel who were in the valley saw that they had fled and that Saul and his sons were dead, they forsook their cities and fled; then the Philistines came and dwelt in them.

The Philistines Defile Saul—1 Sam. 31:8–13

8So it happened the next day, when the Philistines came to Tstrip the slain, that they found Saul and his sons fallen on Mount Gilboa.

9 And they stripped him and took his head and his armor, and sent word throughout the land of the Philistines to proclaim the news in the temple of their idols and among the people.

10RThen they put his armor in the Ttemple of their gods, and fastened his head in the temple of Dagon.

11And when all Jabesh Gilead heard all that the Philistines had done to Saul, 

12 all the valiant men arose and took the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons; and they brought them to Jabesh, and buried their bones under the tamarisk tree at Jabesh, and fasted seven days.

The Cause of Saul’s Death

13So Saul died for his unfaithfulness which he had committed against the LORD, because he did not keep the word of the LORD, and also because Rhe consulted a medium for guidance.

14 But he did not inquire of the LORD; therefore He killed him, and turned the kingdom over to David the son of Jesse.




CHAPTER 11

Anointing of David as King—2 Sam. 5:1–3

1 Then Rall Israel came together to David at Hebron, saying, “Indeed we are your bone and your flesh.

2 “Also, in time past, even when Saul was king, you were the one who led Israel out and brought them in; and the LORD your RGod said to you, ‘You shall Rshepherd My people Israel, and be ruler over My people Israel.’ ”

3 Therefore all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the LORD. And Rthey anointed David king over Israel, according to the word of the LORD by RSamuel.

Conquest of Jerusalem—2 Sam. 5:6–10

4And David and all Israel went to Jerusalem, which is Jebus, where the Jebusites were, the inhabitants of the land.

5 But the inhabitants of Jebus said to David, “You shall not come in here!” Nevertheless David took the stronghold of Zion (that is, the City of David).

6 Now David said, “Whoever attacks the Jebusites first shall be Tchief and captain.” And Joab the son of Zeruiah went up first, and became chief.

7 Then David dwelt in the stronghold; therefore they called it the City of David.

8 And he built the city around it, from the Millo* to the surrounding area. Joab Trepaired the rest of the city.

9 So David went on and became great, and the LORD of hosts was with him.

The Chiefs—2 Sam. 23:8–12

10Now these were the heads of the mighty men whom David had, who strengthened themselves with him in his kingdom, with all Israel, to make him king, according to the word of the LORD concerning Israel.

11 And this is the number of the mighty men whom David had: RJashobeam the son of a Hachmonite, chief of the captains;* he had lifted up his spear against three hundred, killed by him at one time.

12After him was Eleazar the son of RDodo, the Ahohite, who was one of the three mighty men.

13 He was with David at Pasdammim. Now there the Philistines were gathered for battle, and there was a piece of ground full of barley. So the people fled from the Philistines.

14 But they Tstationed themselves in the middle of that field, defended it, and killed the Philistines. So the LORD brought about a great victory.

The Thirty Chief Men—2 Sam. 23:13–23

15Now three of the thirty chief men went down to the rock to David, into the cave of Adullam; and the army of the Philistines encamped in the Valley of Rephaim.

16 David was then in the stronghold, and the garrison of the Philistines was then in Bethlehem.

17 And David said with longing, “Oh, that someone would give me a drink of water from the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!”

18 So the three broke through the camp of the Philistines, drew water from the well of Bethlehem that was by the gate, and took it and brought it to David. Nevertheless David would not drink it, but poured it out to the LORD.

19 And he said, “Far be it from me, O my God, that I should do this! Shall I drink the blood of these men who have put their lives in jeopardy? For at the risk of their lives they brought it.” Therefore he would not drink it. These things were done by the three mighty men.

20Abishai the brother of Joab was chief of another three.* He had lifted up his spear against three hundred men, killed them, and won a name among these three.

21ROf the three he was more honored than the other two men. Therefore he became their captain. However he did not attain to the first three.

22Benaiah was the son of Jehoiada, the son of a valiant man from Kabzeel, who Thad done many deeds. RHe had killed two lion-like heroes of Moab. He also had gone down and killed a lion in the midst of a pit on a snowy day.

23 And he killed an Egyptian, a man of great height, five cubits tall. In the Egyptian’s hand there was a spear like a weaver’s beam; and he went down to him with a staff, wrested the spear out of the Egyptian’s hand, and killed him with his own spear.

24 These things Benaiah the son of Jehoiada did, and won a name among three mighty men.

25 Indeed he was more honored than the thirty, but he did not attain to the first three. And David appointed him over his guard.

The Mighty Warriors—2 Sam. 23:24–39

26Also the mighty warriors wereRAsahel the brother of Joab, Elhanan the son of Dodo of Bethlehem, 

27 Shammoth the Harorite, * RHelez the Pelonite, *

28RIra the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite, Abiezer the Anathothite, 

29TSibbechai the Hushathite, TIlai the Ahohite, 

30 Maharai the Netophathite, Heled* the son of Baanah the Netophathite, 

31 Ithai* the son of Ribai of Gibeah, of the sons of Benjamin, Benaiah the Pirathonite, 

32 Hurai* of the brooks of Gaash, Abiel* the Arbathite, 

33 Azmaveth the Baharumite, * Eliahba the Shaalbonite, 

34 the sons of Hashem the Gizonite, Jonathan the son of Shageh the Hararite, 

35 Ahiam the son of TSacar the Hararite, Eliphal the son of Ur, 

36 Hepher the Mecherathite, Ahijah the Pelonite, 

37THezro the Carmelite, Naarai the son of Ezbai, 

38 Joel the brother of Nathan, Mibhar the son of Hagri, 

39 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Berothite* (the armorbearer of Joab the son of Zeruiah), 

40 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 

41RUriah the Hittite, Zabad the son of Ahlai, 

42 Adina the son of Shiza the Reubenite (a chief of the Reubenites) and thirty with him, 

43 Hanan the son of Maachah, Joshaphat the Mithnite, 

44 Uzzia the Ashterathite, Shama and Jeiel the sons of Hotham the Aroerite, 

45 Jediael the son of Shimri, and Joha his brother, the Tizite, 

46 Eliel the Mahavite, Jeribai and Joshaviah the sons of Elnaam, Ithmah the Moabite, 

47 Eliel, Obed, and Jaasiel the Mezobaite.




CHAPTER 12

The Mighty Men at Ziklag

1 Now Rthese were the men who came to David at RZiklag while he was still a fugitive from Saul the son of Kish; and they were among the mighty men, helpers in the war, 

2 armed with bows, using both the right hand and Rthe left in hurling stones and shooting arrows with the bow. They were of Benjamin, Saul’s brethren.

3 The chief was Ahiezer, then Joash, the sons of TShemaah the Gibeathite; Jeziel and Pelet the sons of Azmaveth; Berachah, and Jehu the Anathothite;

4 Ishmaiah the Gibeonite, a mighty man among the thirty, and over the thirty; Jeremiah, Jahaziel, Johanan, and Jozabad the Gederathite;

5 Eluzai, Jerimoth, Bealiah, Shemariah, and Shephatiah the Haruphite;

6 Elkanah, Jisshiah, Azarel, Joezer, and Jashobeam, the Korahites;

7 and Joelah and Zebadiah the sons of Jeroham of Gedor.

8Some Gadites joined David at the stronghold in the wilderness, mighty men of valor, men trained for battle, who could handle shield and spear, whose faces were like the faces of lions, and wereRas swift as gazelles on the mountains:

9 Ezer the first, Obadiah the second, Eliab the third, 

10 Mishmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the fifth, 

11 Attai the sixth, Eliel the seventh, 

12 Johanan the eighth, Elzabad the ninth, 

13 Jeremiah the tenth, and Machbanai the eleventh.

14 These were from the sons of Gad, captains of the army; the least was over a hundred, and the greatest was over a thousand.

15 These are the ones who crossed the Jordan in the first month, when it had overflowed all its Rbanks; and they put to flight all those in the valleys, to the east and to the west.

16Then some of the sons of Benjamin and Judah came to David at the stronghold.

17 And David went out Tto meet them, and answered and said to them, “If you have come peaceably to me to help me, my heart will be united with you; but if to betray me to my enemies, since there is no wrong in my hands, may the God of our fathers look and bring judgment.”

18 Then the Spirit came upon Amasai, chief of the captains, and he said:

“We are yours, O David;

We are on your side, O son of Jesse!

Peace, peace to you, 

And peace to your helpers!

For your God helps you.”

So David received them, and made them captains of the troop.

19And some from Manasseh defected to David Rwhen he was going with the Philistines to battle against Saul; but they did not help them, for the lords of the Philistines sent him away by agreement, saying, “He may defect to his master Saul and endanger our heads.”

20 When he went to Ziklag, those of Ma-nasseh who defected to him were Adnah, Jozabad, Jediael, Michael, Jozabad, Elihu, and Zillethai, captains of the thousands who were from Manasseh.

21 And they helped David against Rthe bands of raiders, for they were all mighty men of valor, and they were captains in the army.

22 For at that time they came to David day by day to help him, until it was a great army, Rlike the army of God.

The Mighty Men at Hebron

23Now these were the numbers of the divisions that were equipped for war, andRcame to David at RHebron to turn over the kingdom of Saul to him, according to the word of the LORD:

24 of the sons of Judah bearing shield and spear, six thousand eight hundred Tarmed for war;

25 of the sons of Simeon, mighty men of valor fit for war, seven thousand one hundred;

26 of the sons of Levi four thousand six hundred;

27 Jehoiada, the leader of the Aaronites, and with him three thousand seven hundred;

28RZadok, a young man, a valiant warrior, and from his father’s house twenty-two captains;

29 of the sons of Benjamin, relatives of Saul, three thousand (until then Rthe greatest part of them had remained loyal to the house of Saul);

30 of the sons of Ephraim twenty thousand eight hundred, mighty men of valor, famous men throughout their father’s house;

31 of the half-tribe of Manasseh eighteen thousand, who were designated by name to come and make David king;

32 of the sons of Issachar Rwho had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do, their chiefs were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their command;

33 of Zebulun there were fifty thousand who went out to battle, expert in war with all weapons of war, Rstouthearted men who could keep ranks;

34 of Naphtali one thousand captains, and with them thirty-seven thousand with shield and spear;

35 of the Danites who could keep battle formation, twenty-eight thousand six hundred;

36 of Asher, those who could go out to war, able to keep battle formation, forty thousand;

37 of the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, from the other side of the Jordan, one hundred and twenty thousand armed for battle with every kind of weapon of war.

38All these men of war, who could keep ranks, came to Hebron with a loyal heart, to make David king over all Israel; and all the rest of Israel were of Rone mind to make David king.

39 And they were there with David three days, eating and drinking, for their brethren had prepared for them.

40 Moreover those who were near to them, from as far away as Issachar and Zebulun and Naphtali, were bringing food on donkeys and camels, on mules and oxen—provisions of flour and cakes of figs and cakes of raisins, wine and oil and oxen and sheep abundantly, for there was joy in Israel.




CHAPTER 13

Preparation to Move the Ark

1 Then David consulted with the Rcaptains of thousands and hundreds, and with every leader.

2 And David said to all the assembly of Israel, “If it seems good to you, and if it is of the LORD our God, let us send out to our brethren everywhere who areRleft in all the land of Israel, and with them to the priests and Levites who are in their cities and their common-lands, that they may gather together to us;

3 “and let us bring the ark of our God back to us, Rfor we have not inquired at it since the days of Saul.”

4 Then all the assembly said that they would do so, for the thing was right in the eyes of all the people.

5So RDavid gathered all Israel together, from RShihor in Egypt to as far as the entrance of Hamath, to bring the ark of God from Kirjath Jearim.

Uzza Dies for Touching the Ark 2 Sam. 6:1–11

6 And David and all Israel went up to Baalah, * to Kirjath Jearim, which belonged to Judah, to bring up from there the ark of God the LORD, who dwells between the cherubim, where His name is proclaimed.

7 So they carried the ark of God on a new cart Rfrom the house of Abinadab, and Uzza and Ahio drove the cart.

8 Then RDavid and all Israel played music before God with all their might, with Tsinging, on harps, on stringed instruments, on tambourines, on cymbals, and with trumpets.

9And when they came to Chidon’s* threshing floor, Uzza put out his hand to hold the ark, for the oxen stumbled.

10 Then the anger of the LORD was aroused against Uzza, and He struck him Rbecause he put his hand to the ark; and he Rdied there before God.

11 And David became angry because of the LORD’s outbreak against Uzza; therefore that place is called Perez Uzza* to this day.

12 David was afraid of God that day, saying, “How can I bring the ark of God to me?”

13So David would not move the ark with him into the City of David, but took it aside into the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite.

14 The ark of God remained with the family of Obed-Edom in his house three months. And the LORD blessed the house of Obed-Edom and all that he had.




CHAPTER 14

David’s House Is Constructed 2 Sam. 5:11, 12

1 Now Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and cedar trees, with masons and carpenters, to build him a house.

2 So David knew that the LORD had established him as king over Israel, for his kingdom was Rhighly exalted for the sake of His people Israel.

David’s Children in Jerusalem

3Then David took more wives in Jerusalem, and David begot more sons and daughters.

4 And these are the names of his children whom he had in Jerusalem: Shammua, * Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 

5 Ibhar, Elishua, * Elpelet, *

6 Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia, 

7 Elishama, Beeliada, * and Eliphelet.

David’s Victory over the Philistines 2 Sam. 5:17–25

8Now when the Philistines heard that RDavid had been anointed king over all Israel, all the Philistines went up to search for David. And David heard of it and went out against them.

9 Then the Philistines went and made a raid on the Valley of TRephaim.

10 And David Rinquired of God, saying, “Shall I go up against the Philistines? Will You deliver them into my hand?” The LORD said to him, “Go up, for I will deliver them into your hand.”

11 So they went up to Baal Perazim, and David defeated them there. Then David said, “God has broken through my enemies by my hand like a breakthrough of water.” Therefore they called the name of that place Baal Perazim.*

12 And when they left their gods there, David gave a commandment, and they were burned with fire.

13RThen the Philistines once again made a raid on the valley.

14 Therefore David inquired again of God, and God said to him, “You shall not go up after them; circle around them, and come upon them in front of the mulberry trees.

15 “And it shall be, when you hear a sound of marching in the tops of the mulberry trees, then you shall go out to battle, for God has gone out before you to strike the camp of the Philistines.”

16 So David did as God commanded him, and they drove back the army of the Philistines from Gibeon as far as Gezer.

17 Then Rthe fame of David went out into all lands, and the LORD brought the fear of him upon all nations.




CHAPTER 15

Spiritual Preparation to Move the Ark

1 DAVID built houses for himself in the City of David; and he prepared a place for the ark of God, and pitched a tent for it.

2 Then David said, “No one may carry the Rark of God but the Levites, for the LORD has chosen them to carry the ark of God and to minister before Him forever.”

3 And David gathered all Israel together at Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the LORD to its place, which he had prepared for it.

4 Then David assembled the children of Aaron and the Levites:

5 of the sons of Kohath, Uriel the chief, and one hundred and twenty of his Tbrethren;

6 of the sons of Merari, Asaiah the chief, and two hundred and twenty of his brethren;

7 of the sons of Gershom, Joel the chief, and one hundred and thirty of his brethren;

8 of the sons of Elizaphan, Shemaiah the chief, and two hundred of his brethren;

9 of the sons of RHebron, Eliel the chief, and eighty of his brethren;

10 of the sons of Uzziel, Amminadab the chief, and one hundred and twelve of his brethren.

11 And David called for RZadok and RAbiathar the priests, and for the Levites: for Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel, and Amminadab.

12 He said to them, “You are the heads of the fathers’ houses of the Levites; sanctify yourselves, you and your brethren, that you may bring up the ark of the LORD God of Israel to the place I have prepared for it.

13 “For Rbecause you did not do it the first time, Rthe LORD our God broke out against us, because we did not consult Him about the proper order.”

14 So the priests and the Levites Tsanctified themselves to bring up the ark of the LORD God of Israel.

15 And the children of the Levites bore the ark of God on their shoulders, by its poles, as RMoses had commanded according to the word of the LORD.

16Then David spoke to the leaders of the Levites to appoint their brethren to be the singers accompanied by instruments of music, stringed instruments, harps, and cymbals, by raising the voice with resounding joy.

17 So the Levites appointed Heman the son of Joel; and of his brethren, Asaph the son of Berechiah; and of their brethren, the sons of Merari, Ethan the son of Kushaiah;

18 and with them their brethren of the second rank: Zechariah, Ben, * Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattithiah, Elipheleh, Mikneiah, Obed-Edom, and Jeiel, the gatekeepers;

19 the singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were to sound the cymbals of bronze;

20 Zechariah, Aziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah, and Benaiah, with strings according to RAlamoth; 

21 Mattithiah, Elipheleh, Mikneiah, Obed-Edom, Jeiel, and Azaziah, to direct with harps on the RSheminith;

22 Chenaniah, leader of the Levites, was instructor in charge of the music, because he was skillful;

23 Berechiah and Elkanah were doorkeepers for the ark;

24 Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Nethanel, Amasai, Zechariah, Benaiah, and Eliezer, the priests, Rwere to blow the trumpets before the ark of God; and Obed-Edom and Jehiah, doorkeepers for the ark.

Joyful Transportation of the Ark 2 Sam. 6:12–16

25So RDavid, the elders of Israel, and the captains over thousands went to bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD from the house of Obed-Edom with joy.

26 And so it was, when God helped the Levites who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD, that they offered seven bulls and seven rams.

27 David was clothed with a robe of fine Rlinen, as were all the Levites who bore the ark, the singers, and Chenaniah the music master with the singers. David also wore a linen ephod.

28RThus all Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the LORD with shouting and with the sound of the horn, with trumpets and with cymbals, making music with stringed instruments and harps.

29And it happened, Ras the ark of the covenant of the LORD came to the City of David, that Michal, Saul’s daughter, looked through a window and saw King David whirling and playing music; and she despised him in her heart.




CHAPTER 16

Offering of Sacrifices—2 Sam. 6:17–19

1 So Rthey brought the ark of God, and set it in the midst of the tabernacle that David had erected for it. Then they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before God.

2 And when David had finished offering the burnt offerings and the peace offerings, Rhe blessed the people in the name of the LORD.

3 Then he distributed to everyone of Israel, both man and woman, to everyone a loaf of bread, a piece of meat, and a cake of raisins.

Appointing Musicians

4And he appointed some of the Levites to minister before the ark of the LORD, to Rcommemorate, to thank, and to praise the LORD God of Israel:

5 Asaph the chief, and next to him Zechariah, then Jeiel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Benaiah, and Obed-Edom: Jeiel with stringed instruments and harps, but Asaph made music with cymbals;

6 Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests regularly blew the trumpets before the ark of the covenant of God.

Praise Psalm of David

7On that day David Rfirst delivered this psalm into the hand of Asaph and his brethren, to thank the LORD: 

8ROh, give thanks to the LORD!

Call upon His name;

Make known His deeds among the peoples!

9 Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him;

Talk of all His wondrous works!

10 Glory in His holy name;

Let the hearts of those rejoice who seek the LORD!

11 Seek the LORD and His strength;

Seek His face evermore!

12 Remember His marvelous works which He has done, 

His wonders, and the judgments of His mouth, 

13 O seed of Israel His servant, 

You children of Jacob, His chosen ones!

14He is the LORD our God;

His judgments are in all the earth.

15 Remember His covenant forever, 

The word which He commanded, for a thousand generations, 

16TheRcovenant which He made with Abraham, 

And His oath to Isaac, 

17 And confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, 

To Israel for an everlasting covenant, 

18 Saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan

As the allotment of your inheritance, ”

19 When you were few in number, 

Indeed very few, and strangers in it.

20 When they went from one nation to another, 

And from one kingdom to another people, 

21 He permitted no man to do them wrong;

Yes, He rebuked kings for their sakes, 

22Saying, R“Do not touch My anointed ones, 

And do My prophets no harm.”*

23RSing to the LORD, all the earth;

Proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day.

24 Declare His glory among the nations, 

His wonders among all peoples.

25 For the LORDis great and greatly to be praised;

He is also to be feared above all gods.

26 For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 

But the LORD made the heavens.

27 Honor and majesty are before Him;

Strength and gladness are in His place.

28 Give to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 

Give to the LORD glory and strength.

29 Give to the LORD the glory due His name;

Bring an offering, and come before Him.

Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness!

30 Tremble before Him, all the earth.

The world also is firmly established, 

It shall not be moved.

31 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;

And let them say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.”

32 Let the sea roar, and all its fullness;

Let the field rejoice, and all that is in it.

33 Then the Rtrees of the woods shall rejoice before the LORD, 

For He is coming to judge the earth.*

34ROh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good!

For His mercy endures forever.*

35RAnd say, “Save us, O God of our salvation;

Gather us together, and deliver us from the Gentiles, 

To give thanks to Your holy name, 

To triumph in Your praise.”

36 Blessed be the LORD God of Israel

From everlasting to everlasting!*

And all Rthe people said, “Amen!” and praised the LORD.

Constant Ministry at the Ark

37So he left RAsaph and his brothers there before the ark of the covenant of the LORD to minister before the ark regularly, as every day’s work Rrequired;

38 and Obed-Edom with his sixty-eight brethren, including Obed-Edom the son of Jeduthun, and Hosah, to be gatekeepers;

39 and Zadok the priest and his brethren the priests, before the tabernacle of the LORD at the high place that was at Gibeon, 

40 to offer burnt offerings to the LORD on the altar of burnt offering regularly Rmorning and evening, and to do according to all that is written in the Law of the LORD which He commanded Israel;

41 and with them Heman and Jeduthun and the rest who were chosen, who were designated by name, to give thanks to the LORD, because His mercy endures forever;

42 and with them Heman and Jeduthun, to sound aloud with trumpets and cymbals and the musical instruments of God. Now the sons of Jeduthun were gatekeepers.

43RThen all the people departed, every man to his house; and David returned to bless his house.




CHAPTER 17

Desire of David to Build God’s House 2 Sam. 7:1–3

1 Now it came to pass, when David was dwelling in his house, that David said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of the covenant of the LORDis under tent curtains.”

2 Then Nathan said to David, “Do all that is in your heart, for God is with you.”

Covenant of God to Build David’s House 2 Sam. 7:4–17

3But it happened that night that the word of God came to Nathan, saying, 

4 “Go and tell My servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: “You shall Rnot build Me a house to dwell in.

5 “For I have not dwelt in a house since the time that I brought up Israel, even to this day, but have gone from tent to tent, and from one tabernacle to another.

6 “Wherever I have moved about with all Israel, have I ever spoken a word to any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd My people, saying, ‘Why have you not built Me a house of cedar?’ ” ’

7 “Now therefore, thus shall you say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts: “I took you Rfrom the sheepfold, from following the sheep, to be Truler over My people Israel.

8 “And I have been with you wherever you have gone, and have cut off all your enemies from before you, and have Tmade you a name like the name of the great men who are on the earth.

9 “Moreover I will appoint a place for My people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own and move no more; nor shall the sons of wickedness oppress them anymore, as previously, 

10 “since the time that I commanded judges to be over My people Israel. Also I will subdue all your enemies. Furthermore I tell you that the LORD will build you a house.*





11 “And it shall be, when your days are Rfulfilled, when you must go to be with your fathers, that I will Rset up your seed after you, who will be of your sons; and I will establish his kingdom.

12 “He shall build Me a house, and I will establish his throne Rforever.

13R“I will be his Father, and he shall be My son; and I will not take My mercy away from him, Ras I took it from him who was before you.

14 “And I will establish him in My house and in My kingdom forever; and his Rthrone shall be established forever.” ’ ”

15 According to all these words and according to all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David.

Praise Prayer of David—2 Sam. 7:18–29

16RThen King David went in and sat before the LORD; and he said: “Who am I, O LORD God? And what is my house, that You have brought me this far?

17 “And yet this was a small thing in Your sight, O God; and You have also spoken of Your servant’s house for a great while to come, and have regarded me according to the rank of a man of high degree, O LORD God.

18 “What more can David say to You for the honor of Your servant? For You know Your servant.

19 “O LORD, for Your servant’s sake, and according to Your own heart, You have done all this greatness, in making known all these great things.

20 “O LORD, there is none like You, nor is there any God besides You, according to all that we have heard with our ears.

21R“And who is like Your people Israel, the one nation on the earth whom God went to redeem for Himself as a people—to make for Yourself a name by great and awesome deeds, by driving out nations from before Your people whom You redeemed from Egypt?

22 “For You have made Your people Israel Your very own people forever; and You, LORD, have become their God.

23“And now, O LORD, the word which You have spoken concerning Your servant and concerning his house, let it be established forever, and do as You have said.

24 “So let it be established, that Your name may be magnified forever, saying, ‘The LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, is Israel’s God.’ And let the house of Your servant David be established before You.

25 “For You, O my God, have revealed to Your servant that You will build him a house. Therefore Your servant has found it in his heart to pray before You.

26 “And now, LORD, You are God, and have promised this goodness to Your servant.

27 “Now You have been pleased to bless the house of Your servant, that it may continue before You forever; for You have blessed it, O LORD, and it shall be blessed forever.”




CHAPTER 18

Victory over Philistia—2 Sam. 8:1

1 After this Rit came to pass that David Tat tacked the Philistines, subdued them, and took Gath and its towns from the hand of the Philistines. 

Victory over Moab—2 Sam. 8:2

2 Then he Tdefeated RMoab, and the Moabites became David’s Rservants, and brought tribute.

Victory over Zobah—2 Sam. 8:3, 4

 3 And David defeated Hadadezer* king of Zobah as far as Hamath, as he went to establish his power by the River Euphrates.

4 David took from him one thousand chariots, seven thousand* horsemen, and twenty thousand foot soldiers. Also David Thamstrung all the chariot horses, except that he spared enough of them for one hundred chariots.

Victory over Syria—2 Sam. 8:5–13

5When the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadadezer king of Zobah, David killed twenty-two thousand of the Syrians.

6 Then David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus; and the Syrians became David’s servants, and brought tribute. So the LORD preserved David wherever he went.

7 And David took the shields of gold that were on the servants of Hadadezer, and brought them to Jerusalem.

8 Also from Tibhath* and from Chun, cities of Hadadezer, David brought a large amount of Rbronze, with which RSolomon made the bronze Sea, the pillars, and the articles of bronze.

9Now when Tou* king of Hamath heard that David had Tdefeated all the army of Hadadezer king of Zobah, 

10 he sent Hadoram* his son to King David, to greet him and bless him, because he had fought against Hadadezer and defeated him (for Hadadezer had been at war with Tou); and Hadoram brought with him all kinds of articles of gold, silver, and bronze.

11 King David also dedicated these to the LORD, along with the silver and gold that he had brought from all these nations—from Edom, from Moab, from the Rpeople of Ammon, from the RPhilistines, and from RAmalek.

Victory over Edom—2 Sam. 8:14–18

12Moreover RAbishai the son of Zeruiah killed Reighteen thousand Edomites* in the Valley of Salt.

13 He also put garrisons in Edom, and all the Edomites became David’s servants. And the LORD preserved David wherever he went.

14So David reigned over all Israel, and administered judgment and justice to all his people.

15 Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the army; Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder;

16 Zadok the son of Ahitub and Abimelech the son of Abiathar were the priests; Shavsha* was the scribe;

17RBenaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and David’s sons wereTchief ministers at the king’s side.




CHAPTER 19

Humiliation of David’s Servants 2 Sam. 10:1–5

1 ItR happened after this that Nahash the king of the people of Ammon died, and his son reigned in his place.

2 Then David said, “I will show kindness to Hanun the son of Nahash, because his father showed kindness to me.” So David sent messengers to comfort him concerning his father. And David’s servants came to Hanun in the land of the people of Ammon to comfort him.

3 And the princes of the people of Ammon said to Hanun, “Do you think that David really honors your father because he has sent comforters to you? Did his servants not come to you to search and to overthrow and to spy out the land?”

4 Therefore Hanun took David’s servants, shaved them, and cut off their garments Tin the middle, at their Rbuttocks, and sent them away.

5 Then some went and told David about the men; and he sent to meet them, because the men were greatly ashamed. And the king said, “Wait at Jericho until your beards have grown, and then return.”

Victory over the Ammonites—2 Sam. 10:6–14

6When the people of Ammon saw that they had made themselves repulsive to David, Hanun and the people of Ammon sent a thousand talents of silver to hire for themselves chariots and horsemen from Mesopotamia, * from Syrian Maacah, Rand from Zobah.*

7 So they hired for themselves thirty-two thousand chariots, with the king of Maacah and his people, who came and encamped before Medeba. Also the people of Ammon gathered together from their cities, and came to battle.

8 Now when David heard of it, he sent Joab and all the army of the mighty men.

9 Then the people of Ammon came out and put themselves in battle array before the gate of the city, and the kings who had come were by themselves in the field.

10When Joab saw that the battle line was against him before and behind, he chose some of Israel’s best and put them in battle array against the Syrians.

11 And the rest of the people he put under the command of Abishai his brother, and they set themselves in battle array against the people of Ammon.

12 Then he said, “If the Syrians are too strong for me, then you shall help me; but if the people of Ammon are too strong for you, then I will help you.

13 “Be of good courage, and let us be strong for our people and for the cities of our God. And may the LORD do what is good in His sight.”

14 So Joab and the people who were with him drew near for the battle against the Syrians, and they fled before him.

15 When the people of Ammon saw that the Syrians were fleeing, they also fled before Abishai his brother, and entered the city. So Joab went to Jerusalem.

Victory over the Syrians—2 Sam. 10:15–19

16Now when the Syrians saw that they had been defeated by Israel, they sent messengers and brought the Syrians who were beyond the River, * and Shophach* the commander of Hadadezer’s army went before them.

17 When it was told David, he gathered all Israel, crossed over the Jordan and came upon them, and set up in battle array against them. So when David had set up in battle array against the Syrians, they fought with him.

18 Then the Syrians fled before Israel; and David killed seven thousand* charioteers and forty thousand foot soldiers* of the Syrians, and killed Shophach the commander of the army.

19 And when the servants of Hadadezer saw that they were defeated by Israel, they made peace with David and became his servants. So the Syrians were not willing to help the people of Ammon anymore.




CHAPTER 20

Victory over the Ammonites 2 Sam. 11:1; 12:26–31

1 ItR happened in the spring of the year, at the time kings go out to battle, that Joab led out the armed forces and ravaged the country of the people of Ammon, and came and besieged Rabbah. But RDavid stayed at Jerusalem. And Joab defeated Rabbah and overthrew it.

2 Then David Rtook their king’s crown from his head, and found it to weigh a talent of gold, and there were precious stones in it. And it was set on David’s head. Also he brought out the Tspoil of the city in great abundance.

3 And he brought out the people who were in it, and put them to work* with saws, with iron picks, and with axes. So David did to all the cities of the people of Ammon. Then David and all the people returned to Jerusalem.

Victory over the Philistine Giants 2 Sam. 21:18–22

4Now it happened afterward Rthat war broke out at Gezer with the Philistines, at which time Sibbechai the Hushathite killed Sippai, * who was one of the sons of the giant. And they were subdued.

5 Again there was war with the Philistines, and Elhanan the son of Jair* killed Lahmi the brother of Goliath the Gittite, the shaft of whose spear was like a weaver’s Rbeam.

6 Yet again Rthere was war at Gath, where there was a man of great stature, with twenty-four fingers and toes, six on each hand and six on each foot; and he also was born to Tthe giant.

7 So when he defied Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimea, * David’s brother, killed him.

8 These were born to the giant in Gath, and they fell by the hand of David and by the hand of his servants.




CHAPTER 21

Temptation of David by Satan

1 Now Satan stood up against Israel, and moved David to number Israel.

2 So David said to Joab and to the leaders of the people, “Go, number Israel from Beersheba to Dan, and bring the number of them to me that I may know it.”

3 And Joab answered, “May the LORD make His people a hundred times more than they are. But, my lord the king, are they not all my lord’s servants? Why then does my lord require this thing? Why should he be a cause of guilt in Israel?”

4 Nevertheless the king’s word prevailed against Joab. Therefore Joab departed and went throughout all Israel and came to Jerusalem.

Enumeration of Israel

5 Then Joab gave the sum of the number of the people to David. All Israel had one million one hundred thousand men who drew the sword, and Judah had four hundred and seventy thousand men who drew the sword.

6RBut he did not count Levi and Benjamin among them, for the king’s Tword was abominable to Joab.

Prayer of David

7 And God was displeased with this thing; therefore He struck Israel.

8 So David said to God, “I have sinned greatly, because I have done this thing; but now, I pray, take away the iniquity of Your servant, for I have done very foolishly.”

Three Choices of David

9Then the LORD spoke to Gad, David’s Rseer, saying, 

10 “Go and tell David, Rsaying, ‘Thus says the LORD: “I offer you three things; choose one of them for yourself, that I may do it to you.” ’ ”

11 So Gad came to David and said to him, “Thus says the LORD: ‘Choose for yourself, 

12 ‘either three* years of famine, or three months to be defeated by your foes with the sword of your enemies overtaking you, or else for three days the sword of the LORD—the plague in the land, with the angel* of the LORD destroying throughout all the territory of Israel.’ Now consider what answer I should take back to Him who sent me.”

13 And David said to Gad, “I am in great distress. Please let me fall into the hand of the LORD, for His mercies are very great; but do not let me fall into the hand of man.”

Judgment of Pestilence

14So the LORD sent a plague upon Israel, and seventy thousand men of Israel fell.

15 And God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it. As he* was destroying, the LORD looked and Rrelented of the disaster, and said to the angel who was destroying, “It is enough; now restrain your* hand.” And the angel of the LORD stood by the threshing floor of Ornan* the Jebusite.

16 Then David lifted his eyes and Rsaw the angel of the LORD standing between earth and heaven, having in his hand a drawn sword stretched out over Jerusalem. So David and the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell on their faces.

17 And David said to God, “Was it not I who commanded the people to be numbered? I am the one who has sinned and done evil indeed; but these Rsheep, what have they done? Let Your hand, I pray, O LORD my God, be against me and my father’s house, but not against Your people that they should be plagued.”

Withholding of Judgment by Sacrifices

18Therefore, the angel of the LORD commanded Gad to say to David that David should go and erect an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

19 So David went up at the word of Gad, which he had spoken in the name of the LORD.

20 Now Ornan turned and saw the angel; and his four sons who were with him hid themselves, but Ornan continued threshing wheat.

21 So David came to Ornan, and Ornan looked and saw David. And he went out from the threshing floor, and bowed before David with his face to the ground.

22 Then David said to Ornan, “Grant me the place of this threshing floor, that I may build an altar on it to the LORD. You shall grant it to me at the full price, that the plague may be withdrawn from the people.”

23 But Ornan said to David, “Take it to yourself, and let my lord the king do what is good in his eyes. Look, I also give you the oxen for burnt offerings, the threshing implements for wood, and the wheat for the grain offering; I give it all.”

24 Then King David said to Ornan, “No, but I will surely buy it for the full price, for I will not take what is yours for the LORD, nor offer burnt offerings with that which costs me nothing.”

25 So David gave Ornan six hundred shekels of gold by weight for the place.

26 And David built there an altar to the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, and called on the LORD; and RHe answered him from heaven by fire on the altar of burnt offering.

27 So the LORD commanded the angel, and he returned his sword to its sheath.

28At that time, when David saw that the LORD had answered him on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite, he sacrificed there.

29RFor the tabernacle of the LORD and the altar of the burnt offering, which Moses had made in the wilderness, were at that time at the high place in Gibeon.

30 But David could not go before it to inquire of God, for he was afraid of the sword of the angel of the LORD.




CHAPTER 22

Material Provisions for the Temple’s Construction

1 Then David said, R“This is the house of the LORD God, and this is the altar of burnt offering for Israel.”

2 So David commanded to gather the Raliens who were in the land of Israel; and he appointed masons to cut hewn stones to build the house of God.

3 And David prepared iron in abundance for the nails of the doors of the gates and for the joints, and bronze in abundance Rbeyond measure, 

4 and cedar trees in abundance; for the RSidonians and those from Tyre brought much cedar wood to David.

5 Now David said, R“Solomon my son is young and inexperienced, and the house to be built for the LORDmust be exceedingly magnificent, famous and glorious throughout all countries. I will now make preparation for it.” So David made abundant preparations before his death.

David’s Charge to Solomon

6Then he called for his son Solomon, and Tcharged him to build a house for the LORD God of Israel.

7 And David said to Solomon: “My son, as for me, it was in my mind to build a house to the name of the LORD my God;

8 “but the word of the LORD came to me, saying, ‘You have shed much blood and have made great wars; you shall not build a house for My name, because you have shed much blood on the earth in My sight.

9 ‘Behold, a son shall be born to you, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies all around. His name shall be Solomon, * for I will give peace and quietness to Israel in his days.

10 ‘He shall build a house for My name, and Rhe shall be My son, and I will be his Father; and I will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel forever.’

11 “Now, my son, may Rthe LORD be with you; and may you prosper, and build the house of the LORD your God, as He has said to you.

12 “Only may the LORDRgive you wisdom and understanding, and give you charge concerning Israel, that you may keep the law of the LORD your God.

13R“Then you will prosper, if you take care to fulfill the statutes and judgments with which the LORD charged Moses concerning Israel. Be strong and of good courage; do not fear nor be dismayed.

14 “Indeed I have taken much trouble to prepare for the house of the LORD one hundred thousand talents of gold and one million talents of silver, and bronze and iron Rbeyond measure, for it is so abundant. I have prepared timber and stone also, and you may add to them.

15 “Moreover there are workmen with you in abundance: woodsmen and stonecutters, and all types of skillful men for every kind of work.

16 “Of gold and silver and bronze and iron there is no limit. Arise and begin working, and Rthe LORD be with you.”

David’s Charge to the Leaders

17David also commanded all the leaders of Israel to help Solomon his son, saying, 

18 “Is not the LORD your God with you? And has He not given you rest on every side? For He has given the inhabitants of the land into my hand, and the land is subdued before the LORD and before His people.

19 “Now set your heart and your soul to seek the LORD your God. Therefore arise and build the sanctuary of the LORD God, to bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD and the holy articles of God into the house that is to be built for the name of the LORD.”




CHAPTER 23

Enumeration of the Levites

1 So when David was old and full of days, he made his son RSolomon king over Israel.

2And he gathered together all the leaders of Israel, with the priests and the Levites.

3 Now the Levites were numbered from the age of Rthirty years and above; and the number of individual males was thirty-eight thousand.

4 Of these, twenty-four thousand were to look after the work of the house of the LORD, six thousand were officers and judges, 

5 four thousand were gatekeepers, and four thousand Rpraised the LORD with musical instruments, “which I made, ” said David, “for giving praise.”

6 Also RDavid separated them into Tdivisions among the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.

Organization of the Gershonites

7Of the RGershonites: Laadan* and Shimei.

8 The sons of Laadan: the first Jehiel, then Zetham and Joel—three in all.

9 The sons of Shimei: Shelomith, Haziel, and Haran—three in all. These were the heads of the fathers’ houses of Laadan.

10 And the sons of Shimei: Jahath, Zina, * Jeush, and Beriah. These were the four sons of Shimei.

11 Jahath was the first and Zizah the second. But Jeush and Beriah did not have many sons; therefore they were assigned as one father’s house.

Organization of the Kohathites

12RThe sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel—four in all.

13 The sons of Amram: Aaron and Moses; and RAaron was set apart, he and his sons forever, that he should sanctify the most holy things, to burn incense before the LORD, to minister to Him, and to give the blessing in His name forever.

14 Now the sons of Moses the man of God were reckoned to the tribe of Levi.

15RThe sons of Moses were Gershon* and Eliezer.

16 Of the sons of Gershon, RShebuel* was the first.

17 Of the descendants of Eliezer, Rehabiah was the first. And Eliezer had no other sons, but the sons of Rehabiah were very many.

18 Of the sons of Izhar, RShelomith was the first.

19ROf the sons of Hebron, Jeriah was the first, Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third, and Jekameam the fourth.

20 Of the sons of Uzziel, Michah was the first and Jesshiah the second.

Organization of the Merarites

21RThe sons of Merari were Mahli and Mushi. The sons of Mahli were Eleazar and RKish.

22 And Eleazar died, and had no sons, but only daughters; and their Tbrethren, the sons of Kish, took them as wives.

23RThe sons of Mushi were Mahli, Eder, and Jeremoth—three in all.

Duties of the Levites

24These were the sons of Levi by their fathers’ houses—the heads of the fathers’ houses as they were counted individually by the number of their names, who did the work for the service of the house of the LORD, from the age of twenty years and above.

25 For David said, “The LORD God of Israel Rhas given rest to His people, that they may dwell in Jerusalem forever”;

26 and also to the Levites, “They shall no longer Rcarry the tabernacle, or any of the articles for its service.”

27 For by the Rlast words of David the Levites were numbered from twenty years old and above;

28 because their duty was to help the sons of Aaron in the service of the house of the LORD, in the courts and in the chambers, in the purifying of all holy things and the work of the service of the house of God, 

29 both with Rthe showbread and Rthe fine flour for the grain offering, with the unleavened cakes and what is baked in the pan, with what is mixed and with all kinds of measures and sizes;

30 to stand every morning to thank and praise the LORD, and likewise at evening;

31 and at every presentation of a burnt offering to the LORD on the Sabbaths and on the New Moons and on the set feasts, by number according to the ordinance governing them, regularly before the LORD;

32 and that they should Rattend to the needs of the tabernacle of meeting, the needs of the holy place, and the needs of the sons of Aaron their brethren in the work of the house of the LORD.




CHAPTER 24

Divisions of the Sons of Aaron

1 Now these are the divisions of the sons of Aaron. RThe sons of Aaron were Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.

2 And Nadab and Abihu died before their father, and had no children; therefore Eleazar and Ithamar ministered as priests.

3 Then David with Zadok of the sons of Eleazar, and RAhimelech of the sons of Ithamar, divided them according to the schedule of their service.

4 There were more leaders found of the sons of Eleazar than of the sons of Ithamar, and thus they were divided. Among the sons of Eleazar were sixteen heads of their fathers’ houses, and eight heads of their fathers’ houses among the sons of Ithamar.

5 Thus they were divided by lot, one group as another, for there were officials of the sanctuary and officials of the house of God, from the sons of Eleazar and from the sons of Ithamar.

6 And the scribe, Shemaiah the son of Nethanel, one of the Levites, wrote them down before the king, the leaders, Zadok the priest, Ahimelech the son of Abiathar, and the heads of the fathers’ houses of the priests and Levites, one father’s house taken for Eleazar and one for Ithamar.

7Now the first lot fell to Jehoiarib, the second to Jedaiah, 

8 the third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim, 

9 the fifth to Malchijah, the sixth to Mij-amin, 

10 the seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to RAbijah, 

11 the ninth to Jeshua, the tenth to Shecaniah, 

12 the eleventh to Eliashib, the twelfth to Jakim, 

13 the thirteenth to Huppah, the fourteenth to Jeshebeab, 

14 the fifteenth to Bilgah, the sixteenth to Immer, 

15 the seventeenth to Hezir, the eighteenth to Happizzez, *

16 the nineteenth to Pethahiah, the twentieth to Jehezekel, *

17 the twenty-first to Jachin, the twenty-second to Gamul, 

18 the twenty-third to Delaiah, the twenty-fourth to Maaziah.

19 This was the schedule of their service Rfor coming into the house of the LORD according to their ordinance by the hand of Aaron their father, as the LORD God of Israel had commanded him.

Organization of the Kohathites

20And the rest of the sons of Levi: of the sons of Amram, Shubael;* of the sons of Shubael, Jehdeiah.

21 Concerning Rehabiah, of the sons of Rehabiah, the first was Isshiah.

22 Of the Izharites, Shelomoth;* of the sons of Shelomoth, Jahath.

23 Of the sons of Hebron, Jeriah was the first, * Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third, and Jekameam the fourth.

24Of the sons of Uzziel, Michah; of the sons of Michah, Shamir.

25 The brother of Michah, Isshiah; of the sons of Isshiah, Zechariah.

Organization of the Merarites

26RThe sons of Merari were Mahli and Mushi; the son of Jaaziah, Beno.

27 The sons of Merari by Jaaziah were Beno, Shoham, Zaccur, and Ibri.

28 Of Mahli: Eleazar, who had no sons.

29 Of Kish: the son of Kish, Jerahmeel.

30 Also Rthe sons of Mushi were Mahli, Eder, and Jerimoth. These were the sons of the Levites according to their fathers’ houses.

31 These also cast lots just as their brothers the sons of Aaron did, in the presence of King David, Zadok, Ahimelech, and the heads of the fathers’ houses of the priests and Levites. The chief fathers did just as their younger brethren.




CHAPTER 25

Organization of the Orders of the Musicians

1 Moreover David and the captains of the army separated for the service some of the sons of RAsaph, of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who should prophesy with harps, stringed instruments, and cymbals. And the number of the skilled men performing their service was:

2 Of the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph, Nethaniah, and Asharelah;* the sons of Asaph wereTunder the direction of Asaph, who prophesied according to the order of the king.

3 Of RJeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun: Gedaliah, Zeri, * Jeshaiah, Shimei, Hashabiah, and Mattithiah, six, * under the direction of their father Jeduthun, who prophesied with a harp to give thanks and to praise the LORD.

4 Of Heman, the sons of Heman: Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, * Shebuel, * Jerimoth, * Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, Romamti-Ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, and Mahazioth.

5 All these were the sons of Heman the king’s seer in the words of God, to exalt his Rhorn.* For God gave Heman fourteen sons and three daughters.

6 All these were under the direction of their father for the music in the house of the LORD, with cymbals, stringed instruments, and harps, for the service of the house of God. Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman were under the authority of the king.

7 So the Rnumber of them, with their brethren who were instructed in the songs of the LORD, all who were skillful, was two hundred and eighty-eight.

8 And they cast lots for their duty, the small as well as the great, Rthe teacher with the student.

9Now the first lot for Asaph came out for Joseph; the second for Gedaliah, him with his brethren and sons, twelve;

10 the third for Zaccur, his sons and his brethren, twelve;

11 the fourth for Jizri, * his sons and his brethren, twelve;

12 the fifth for Nethaniah, his sons and his brethren, twelve;

13 the sixth for Bukkiah, his sons and his brethren, twelve;

14 the seventh for Jesharelah, * his sons and his brethren, twelve;

15 the eighth for Jeshaiah, his sons and his brethren, twelve;

16 the ninth for Mattaniah, his sons and his brethren, twelve;

17 the tenth for Shimei, his sons and his brethren, twelve;

18 the eleventh for Azarel, * his sons and his brethren, twelve;

19 the twelfth for Hashabiah, his sons and his brethren, twelve;

20 the thirteenth for Shubael, * his sons and his brethren, twelve;

21 the fourteenth for Mattithiah, his sons and his brethren, twelve;

22 the fifteenth for Jeremoth, * his sons and his brethren, twelve;

23 the sixteenth for Hananiah, his sons and his brethren, twelve;

24 the seventeenth for Joshbekashah, his sons and his brethren, twelve;

25 the eighteenth for Hanani, his sons and his brethren, twelve;

26 the nineteenth for Mallothi, his sons and his brethren, twelve;

27 the twentieth for Eliathah, his sons and his brethren, twelve;

28 the twenty-first for Hothir, his sons and his brethren, twelve;

29 the twenty-second for Giddalti, his sons and his brethren, twelve;

30 the twenty-third for Mahazioth, his sons and his brethren, twelve;

31 the twenty-fourth for Romamti-Ezer, his sons and his brethren, twelve.




CHAPTER 26

Organization of the Gatekeepers

1 Concerning the divisions of the gate-keepers: of the Korahites, Meshelemiah the son of Kore, of the sons of Asaph.

2 And the sons of Meshelemiah were Zechariah the firstborn, Jediael the second, Zebadiah the third, Jathniel the fourth, 

3 Elam the fifth, Jehohanan the sixth, Eliehoenai the seventh.

4 Moreover the sons of RObed-Edom were Shemaiah the firstborn, Jehozabad the second, Joah the third, Sacar the fourth, Nethanel the fifth, 

5 Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the seventh, Peulthai the eighth; for God blessed him.

6 Also to Shemaiah his son were sons born who governed their fathers’ houses, because they were men of great ability.

7 The sons of Shemaiah were Othni, Rephael, Obed, and Elzabad, whose brothers Elihu and Semachiah were able men.

8 All these were of the sons of Obed-Edom, they and their sons and their brethren, able men with strength for the work: sixty-two of Obed-Edom.

9 And Meshelemiah had sons and brethren, eighteen able men.

10 Also RHosah, of the children of Merari, had sons: Shimri the first (for though he was not the firstborn, his father made him the first), 

11 Hilkiah the second, Tebaliah the third, Zechariah the fourth; all the sons and brethren of Hosah were thirteen.

12Among these were the divisions of the gatekeepers, among the chief men, having duties just like their brethren, to serve in the house of the LORD.

13 And they Rcast lots for each gate, the small as well as the great, according to their father’s house.

14 The lot for the East Gate fell to Shelemiah. Then they cast lots for his son Zechariah, a wise counselor, and his lot came out for the North Gate;

15 to Obed-Edom the South Gate, and to his sons the storehouse.*

16 To Shuppim and Hosah the lot came out for the West Gate, with the Shallecheth Gate on the Rascending highway—watchman opposite watchman.

17 On the east were six Levites, on the north four each day, on the south four each day, and for the storehouse* two by two.

18 As for the Parbar* on the west, there were four on the highway and two at the Parbar.

19 These were the divisions of the gatekeepers among the sons of Korah and among the sons of Merari.

Organization of the Treasuries of the Temple

 20 Of the Levites, Ahijah was over the treasuries of the house of God and over the treasuries of the dedicated things.

21 The sons of TLaadan, the descendants of the Gershonites of Laadan, heads of their fathers’ houses, of Laadan the Gershonite: TJehieli.

22 The sons of Jehieli, Zetham and Joel his brother, were over the treasuries of the house of the LORD.

23 Of the RAmramites, the Izharites, the Hebronites, and the Uzzielites:

24 Shebuel the son of Gershom, the son of Moses, was overseer of the treasuries.

25 And his brethren by Eliezer were Rehabiah his son, Jeshaiah his son, Joram his son, Zichri his son, and Shelomith his son.

26 This Shelomith and his brethren were over all the treasuries of the dedicated things Rwhich King David and the heads of fathers’ houses, the captains over thousands and hundreds, and the captains of the army, had dedicated.

27 Some of the spoils won in battles they dedicated to maintain the house of the LORD.

28 And all that Samuel Rthe seer, Saul the son of Kish, Abner the son of Ner, and Joab the son of Zeruiah had dedicated, every dedicated thing, was under the hand of Shelo-mith and his brethren.

Organization of the Officers Outside of the Temple

29Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his sons performed duties as officials and judges over Israel outside Jerusalem.

30 Of the Hebronites, Hashabiah and his brethren, one thousand seven hundred able men, had the oversight of Israel on the west side of the Jordan for all the business of the LORD, and in the service of the king.

31 Among the Hebronites, RJerijah was head of the Hebronites according to his genealogy of the fathers. In the fortieth year of the reign of David they were sought, and there were found among them capable men Rat Jazer of Gilead.

32 And his brethren were two thousand seven hundred able men, heads of fathers’ houses, whom King David made officials over the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, for every matter pertaining to God and the affairs of the king.




CHAPTER 27

The Twelve Captains of Israel

1 And the children of Israel, according to their number, the heads of fathers’ houses, the captains of thousands and hundreds and their officers, served the king in every matter of the military divisions. These divisions came in and went out month by month throughout all the months of the year, each division having twenty-four thousand.

2Over the first division for the first month was Jashobeam the son of Zabdiel, and in his division were twenty-four thousand;

3he was of the children of Perez, and the chief of all the captains of the army for the first month.

4 Over the division of the second month was Dodai* an Ahohite, and of his division Mikloth also was the leader; in his division were twenty-four thousand.

5 The third captain of the army for the third month was Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada the priest, who was chief; in his division were twenty-four thousand.

6 This was the Benaiah who was mighty among the thirty, and was over the thirty; in his division was Ammizabad his son.

7 The fourth captain for the fourth month wasRAsahel the brother of Joab, and Zebadiah his son after him; in his division were twenty-four thousand.

8 The fifth captain for the fifth month was Shamhuth* the Izrahite; in his division were twenty-four thousand.

9 The sixth captain for the sixth month was Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite; in his division were twenty-four thousand.

10 The seventh captain for the seventh month wasRHelez the Pelonite, of the children of Ephraim; in his division were twenty-four thousand.

11 The eighth captain for the eighth month wasRSibbechai the Hushathite, of the Zarhites; in his division were twenty-four thousand.

12 The ninth captain for the ninth month wasRAbiezer the Anathothite, of the Benjamites; in his division were twenty-four thousand.

13 The tenth captain for the tenth month wasRMaharai the Netophathite, of the Zarhites; in his division were twenty-four thousand.

14 The eleventh captain for the eleventh month wasRBenaiah the Pirathonite, of the children of Ephraim; in his division were twenty-four thousand.

15 The twelfth captain for the twelfth month was Heldai* the Netophathite, of Othniel; in his division were twenty-four thousand.

The Leaders of the Twelve Tribes

16Furthermore, over the tribes of Israel: the officer over the Reubenites was Eliezer the son of Zichri; over the Simeonites, Shephatiah the son of Maachah;

17over the Levites, Hashabiah the son of Kemuel; over the Aaronites, Zadok;

18over Judah, RElihu, one of David’s brothers; over Issachar, Omri the son of Michael;

19over Zebulun, Ishmaiah the son of Obadiah; over Naphtali, Jerimoth the son of Azriel;

20over the children of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of Azaziah; over the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joel the son of Pedaiah;

21over the half-tribe of Manasseh in Gilead, Iddo the son of Zechariah; over Benjamin, Jaasiel the son of Abner;

22over Dan, Azarel the son of Jeroham. These were the leaders of the tribes of Israel.

23But David did not take the number of those twenty years old and under, because Rthe LORD had said He would multiply Israel like the stars of the heavens.

24 Joab the son of Zeruiah began a census, but he did not finish, for Rwrath came upon Israel because of this census; nor was the number recorded in the account of the chronicles of King David.

The Royal Officers of David

25And Azmaveth the son of Adiel was over the king’s treasuries; and Jehonathan the son of Uzziah was over the storehouses in the field, in the cities, in the villages, and in the fortresses.

26 Ezri the son of Chelub was over those who did the work of the field for tilling the ground.

27 And Shimei the Ramathite was over the vineyards, and Zabdi the Shiphmite was over the produce of the vineyards for the supply of wine.

28 Baal-Hanan the Gederite was over the olive trees and the sycamore trees that were in the lowlands, and Joash was over the store of oil.

29 And Shitrai the Sharonite was over the herds that fed in Sharon, and Shaphat the son of Adlai was over the herds that were in the valleys.

30 Obil the Ishmaelite was over the camels, Jehdeiah the Meronothite was over the donkeys, 

31 and Jaziz the RHagrite was over the flocks. All these were the officials over King David’s property.

The Counselors of David

32 Also Jehonathan, David’s uncle, was a counselor, a wise man, and a Tscribe; and Jehiel the Tson of Hachmoni was with the king’s sons.

33RAhithophel was the king’s counselor, and RHushai the Archite was the king’s companion.

34 After Ahithophel was Jehoiada the son of Benaiah, then RAbiathar. And the general of the king’s army was Joab.




CHAPTER 28

Charge to Israel

1 Now David assembled at Jerusalem all Rthe leaders of Israel: the officers of the tribes and Rthe captains of the divisions who served the king, the captains over thousands and captains over hundreds, and Rthe stewards over all the substance and possessions of the king and of his sons, with the officials, the valiant men, and all the mighty men of valor.

2 Then King David rose to his feet and said, “Hear me, my brethren and my people: RI had it in my heart to build a house of rest for the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and for Rthe footstool of our God, and had made preparations to build it.

3 “But God said to me, R‘You shall not build a house for My name, because you have been a man of war and have shed Rblood.’

4 “However the LORD God of Israel chose me above all the house of my father to be king over Israel forever, for He has chosen Judah to be the ruler. And of the house of Judah, the house of my father, and among the sons of my father, He was pleased with me to make me king over all Israel.

5 “And of all my sons (for the LORD has given me many sons) RHe has chosen my son Solomon to sit on the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel.

6 “Now He said to me, ‘It is Ryour son Solomon who shall build My house and My courts; for I have chosen him to be My son, and I will be his Father.

7 ‘Moreover RI will establish his kingdom forever, Rif he is steadfast to observe My commandments and My judgments, as it is this day.’

8 “Now therefore, in the sight of all Israel, the assembly of the LORD, and in the hearing of our God, be careful to seek out all the commandments of the LORD your God, that you may possess this good land, and leave it as an inheritance for your children after you forever.

Charge to Solomon

9“As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve Him with a loyal heart and with a willing mind; for the LORD searches all hearts and understands all the intent of the thoughts. If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will cast you off forever.

10 “Consider now, Rfor the LORD has chosen you to build a house for the sanctuary; be strong, and do it.”

Pattern for the Temple

11Then David gave his son Solomon the plans for the vestibule, its houses, its treasuries, its upper chambers, its inner chambers, and the place of the mercy seat;

12 and the Rplans for all that he had by the Spirit, of the courts of the house of the LORD, of all the chambers all around, of the treasuries of the house of God, and of the treasuries for the dedicated things;

13 also for the division of the priests and the Levites, for all the work of the service of the house of the LORD, and for all the articles of service in the house of the LORD.

14He gave gold by weight for things of gold, for all articles used in every kind of service; also silver for all articles of silver by weight, for all articles used in every kind of service;

15 the weight for the Rlampstands of gold, and their lamps of gold, by weight for each lampstand and its lamps; for the lampstands of silver by weight, for the lampstand and its lamps, according to the use of each lampstand.

16 And by weight he gave gold for the tables of the showbread, for each Rtable, and silver for the tables of silver;

17 also pure gold for the forks, the basins, the pitchers of pure gold, and the golden bowls—he gave gold by weight for every bowl; and for the silver bowls, silver by weight for every bowl;

18 and refined gold by weight for the Raltar of incense, and for the construction of the chariot, that is, the gold cherubim that spread their wings and overshadowed the ark of the covenant of the LORD.

19 “All this, ” said David, “the LORD made me understand in writing, by His hand upon me, all the Tworks of these plans.”

20And David said to his son Solomon, R“Be strong and of good courage, and do it; do not fear nor be dismayed, for the LORD God—my God—will be with you. RHe will not leave you nor forsake you, until you have finished all the work for the service of the house of the LORD.

21 “Here areRthe divisions of the priests and the Levites for all the service of the house of God; and Revery willing craftsman will be with you for all manner of workmanship, for every kind of service; also the leaders and all the people will be completely at your command.”




CHAPTER 29

Provisions of David for the Temple

1 Furthermore King David said to all the assembly: “My son Solomon, whom alone God has Rchosen, isRyoung and inexperienced; and the work is great, because the temple* is not for man but for the LORD God.

2 “Now for the house of my God I have prepared with all my might: gold for things to be made of gold, silver for things of silver, bronze for things of bronze, iron for things of iron, wood for things of wood, Ronyx stones, stones to be set, glistening stones of various colors, all kinds of precious stones, and marble slabs in abundance.

3 “Moreover, because I have set my affection on the house of my God, I have given to the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the holy house, my own special treasure of gold and silver:

4 “three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of ROphir, and seven thousand talents of refined silver, to overlay the walls of the houses;

5 “the gold for things of gold and the silver for things of silver, and for all kinds of work to be done by the hands of craftsmen. Who then is Rwilling to consecrate himself this day to the LORD?”

Provisions of Israel for the Temple

6Then the leaders of the fathers’ houses, leaders of the tribes of Israel, the captains of thousands and of hundreds, with the officers over the king’s work, offered willingly.

7 They gave for the work of the house of God five thousand talents and ten thousand darics of gold, ten thousand talents of silver, eighteen thousand talents of bronze, and one hundred thousand talents of iron.

8 And whoever had precious stones gave them to the treasury of the house of the LORD, into the hand of RJehiel* the Gershonite.

9 Then the people rejoiced, for they had offered willingly, because with a loyal heart they had Roffered willingly to the LORD; and King David also rejoiced greatly.

David’s Final Prayer of Thanksgiving

 10 Therefore David blessed the LORD before all the assembly; and David said:

“Blessed are You, LORD God of Israel, our Father, forever and ever.

11RYours, O LORD, is the greatness, 

The power and the glory, 

The victory and the majesty;

For all that is in heaven and in earth is Yours;

Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, 

And You are exalted as head over all.

12RBoth riches and honor come from You, 

And You reign over all.

In Your hand is power and might;

In Your hand it is to make great

And to give strength to all.

13“Now therefore, our God, 

We thank You

And praise Your glorious name.

14 But who am I, and who are my people, 

That we should be able to offer so willingly as this?

For all things come from You, 

And of Your own we have given You.

15 For Rwe are aliens and pilgrims before You, 

As were all our fathers;

ROur days on earth are as a shadow, 

And without hope.

 16 “O LORD our God, all this abundance that we have prepared to build You a house for Your holy name is from Your hand, and is all Your own.

17 “I know also, my God, that You test the heart and have pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in the uprightness of my heart I have willingly offered all these things; and now with joy I have seen Your people, who are present here to offer willingly to You.

18 “O LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our fathers, keep this forever in the intent of the thoughts of the heart of Your people, and fix their heart toward You.

19 “And Rgive my son Solomon a loyal heart to keep Your commandments and Your testimonies and Your statutes, to do all these things, and to build the temple* for which RI have made provision.”

Coronation of Solomon—1 Kin. 1:38–40; 2:12

20 Then David said to all the assembly, “Now bless the LORD your God.” So all the assembly blessed the LORD God of their fathers, and bowed their heads and prostrated themselves before the LORD and the king.

21And they made sacrifices to the LORD and offered burnt offerings to the LORD on the next day: a thousand bulls, a thousand rams, a thousand lambs, with their drink offerings, and Rsacrifices in abundance for all Israel.

22 So they ate and drank before the LORD with great gladness on that day. And they made Solomon the son of David king the second time, and anointed him before the LORDto be the leader, and Zadok to be priest.

23 Then Solomon sat on the throne of the LORD as king instead of David his father, and prospered; and all Israel obeyed him.

24 All the leaders and the mighty men, and also all the sons of King David, Rsubmitted themselves to King Solomon.

25 So the LORD exalted Solomon exceedingly in the sight of all Israel, and Rbestowed on him such royal majesty as had not been on any king before him in Israel.

Death of King David

26Thus David the son of Jesse reigned over all Israel.

27RAnd the period that he reigned over Israel was forty years; Rseven years he reigned in Hebron, and thirty-three years he reigned in Jerusalem.

28 So he Rdied in a good old age, full of days and riches and honor; and Solomon his son reigned in his place.

29 Now the acts of King David, first and last, indeed they are written in the book of Samuel the seer, in the book of Nathan the prophet, and in the book of Gad the seer, 

30 with all his reign and his might, and the events that happened to him, to Israel, and to all the kingdoms of the lands.




The Second Book of The Chronicles
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THE BOOK OF 2 CHRONICLES

The Book of 2 Chronicles parallels 1 and 2 Kings but virtually ignores the northern kingdom of Israel because of its false worship and refusal to acknowledge the temple in Jerusalem. Chronicles focuses on those kings who pattern their lives and reigns after the life and reign of godly King David. It gives extended treatment to such zealous reformers as Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, Hezekiah, and Josiah.

The temple and temple worship, central throughout the book, befit a nation whose worship of God is central to its very survival. The book begins with Solomon’s glorious temple and concludes with Cyrus’s edict to rebuild the temple more than four hundred years later.

See “The Book of 1 Chronicles” for more detail on the title.
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THE AUTHOR OF 2 CHRONICLES

For a discussion of the author of 1 and 2 Chronicles, see “The Author of 1 Chronicles.” The sources of 1 and 2 Chronicles include official and prophetic records: (1) The Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah (or Judah and Israel) (1 Chr. 9:1; 2 Chr. 16:11; 20:34; 25:26; 27:7; 28:26; 32:32; 35:27; 36:8), (2) A Commentary on the Book of the Kings (2 Chr. 24:27), (3) Chronicles of Samuel the Seer (1 Chr. 29:29), (4) Chronicles of Nathan the Prophet (1 Chr. 29:29; 2 Chr. 9:29), (5) Chronicles of Gad the Seer (1 Chr. 29:29), (6) The Prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite (2 Chr. 9:29), (7) The Visions of Iddo the Seer (2 Chr. 9:29; 12:15; 13:22), (8) Records of Shemaiah the Prophet (2 Chr. 12:15), (9) Records of Iddo the Prophet on Genealogies (2 Chr. 12:15), (10) Treatise of the Prophet Iddo (2 Chr. 13:22), (11) The Annals of Jehu the Son of Hanani (2 Chr. 20:34), (12) The Acts of Uzziah by Isaiah the Prophet (2 Chr. 26:22), (13) The Vision of Isaiah the Prophet (2 Chr. 32:32), (14) The Records of the Hozai (2 Chr. 33:19), (15) The Account of the Chronicles of King David (1 Chr. 27:24), (16) The Writing of David and His Son Solomon (2 Chr. 35:4). In addition to these, the author-compiler had access to genealogical lists and documents, such as the message and letters of Sennacherib (2 Chr. 32:10–17).
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THE TIME OF 2 CHRONICLES

See “The Time of 1 Chronicles” for the background of 1 and 2 Chronicles. Chapters 1–9 cover the forty years from 971 B.C. to 931 B.C., and chapters 10–36 cover the 393 years from 931 B.C. to 538 B.C. Jeremiah’s prediction of a seventy-year captivity in Babylon (36:21; Jer. 29:10) is fulfilled in two ways: (1) a political captivity in which Jerusalem is overcome from 605 B.C. to 536 B.C., and (2) a religious captivity involving the destruction of the temple in 586 B.C. and the completion of the new temple in 516 or 515 B.C.
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THE CHRIST OF 2 CHRONICLES

The throne of David has been destroyed, but the line of David remains. Murders, treachery, battles, and captivity all threaten the messianic line; but it remains clear and unbroken from Adam to Zerubbabel. The fulfillment in Christ can be seen in the genealogies of Matthew 1 and Luke 3.

The temple also prefigures Christ. Jesus says, “in this place there is One greater than the temple” (Matt. 12:6). He also likens His body to the temple: “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (John 2:19). In Revelation 21:22 He replaces the temple: “But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.”
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KEYS TO 2 CHRONICLES

Key Word: Priestly View of Judah—The Book of 2 Chronicles provides topical histories of the end of the united kingdom (Solomon) and the kingdom of Judah. More than historical annals, Chronicles is a divine editorial on the spiritual characteristics of the Davidic dynasty. This is why it focuses on the southern rather than the northern kingdom. Most of the kings fail to realize that apart from the true mission as a covenant nation called to bring others to Yahweh, Judah has no calling, no destiny, and no hope of becoming great on her own. Only what is done in accordance with God’s will has any lasting value. Chronicles concentrates on the kings who are concerned with maintaining the proper service of God and the times of spiritual reform. However, growing apostasy inevitably leads to judgment.

The temple in Jerusalem is the major unifying theme of 1 and 2 Chronicles. Much of the material found in 2 Samuel to 2 Kings is omitted from Chronicles because it does not develop this theme. In 1 Chronicles 11–29, the central message is David’s preparation for the construction and service of the temple. Most of 2 Chronicles 1–9 is devoted to the building and consecration of the temple. Chapters 10–36 omit the kings of Israel in the north because they have no ties with the temple. Prominence is given to the reigns of Judah’s temple restorers (Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, Hezekiah, and Josiah). The temple symbolizes God’s presence among His people and reminds them of their high calling. It provides the spiritual link between their past and future. Thus, Ezra wrote this book to encourage the people to accept the new temple raised on the site of the old and to remind them of their true calling and God’s faithfulness despite their low circumstances. The Davidic line, temple, and priesthood are still theirs.

Key Verses: 2 Chronicles 7:14; 16:9—“If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land” (7:14).

“For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him. In this you have done foolishly; therefore from now on you shall have wars” (16:9).

Key Chapter: 2 Chronicles 34—Second Chronicles records the reforms and revivals under such kings as Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, Hezekiah, and Josiah. Chapter 34 traces the dramatic revival that takes place under Josiah when the “Book of the Law” is found, read, and obeyed.
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SURVEY OF 2 CHRONICLES

This book repeatedly teaches that when-ever God’s people forsake Him, He withdraws His blessings, but trust in and obedience to the Lord bring victory. Since everything in Chronicles is related to the temple, it is not surprising that this concludes with Cyrus’s edict to rebuild it. Solomon’s glory is seen in chapters 1–9, and Judah’s decline and deportation in chapters 10–36.

Solomon’s Reign (1–9): The reign of Solomon brings in Israel’s golden age of peace, prosperity, and temple worship. The kingdom is united and its boundaries extend to their greatest point. Solomon’s wealth, wisdom, palace, and temple become legendary. His mighty spiritual, political, and architectural feats raise Israel to her zenith. However, it is in keeping with the purpose of Chronicles that six of these nine chapters concern the construction and dedication of the temple.

The Reign of Judah’s Kings (10–36): Unfortunately, Israel’s glory is short-lived. Soon after Solomon’s death the nation is divided, and both kingdoms begin a downward spiral that can only be delayed by the religious reforms. The nation generally forsakes the temple and the worship of Yahweh, and is soon torn by warfare and unrest. The reformation efforts on the part of some of Judah’s kings are valiant, but never last beyond one generation. Nevertheless, about seventy percent of chapters 10–36 deals with the eight good kings, leaving only thirty percent to cover the twelve evil rulers. Each king is seen with respect to his relationship to the temple as the center of worship and spiritual strength. When the king serves Yahweh, Judah is blessed with political and economic prosperity.

Here is a brief survey of Judah’s twenty rulers: (1) Rehoboam—Although he is not righ-teous, he humbles himself before God and averts His wrath (12:12). (2) Abijah—He enjoys a short and evil reign, but he conquers Israel because “the children of Judah … relied on the LORD God” (13:18). (3) Asa—Although he destroys foreign altars and idols, conquers Ethiopia against great odds through his trust in God, and restores the altar of the Lord, yet he fails to trust God when threatened by Israel. (4) Jehoshaphat—He brings in a great revival; “his heart took delight in the ways of the LORD” (17:6). Jehoshaphat overthrows idols, teaches God’s Word to the people, and trusts in God before battle. (5) Jehoram—A wicked king, he follows the ways of Ahab and marries his daughter. He leads Judah into idolatry and when he dies in pain, departs “to no one’s sorrow” (21:20). (6 and 7) Ahaziah and Athaliah—Ahaziah is as wicked as his father, as is his mother Athaliah. Both are murdered. (8) Joash—Although he repairs the temple and restores the worship of God, when Jehoiada the priest dies, Joash allows the people to abandon the temple and return to idolatry. (9) Amaziah—Mixed in his relationship to God, he later forsakes the Lord for the gods of Edom. He is defeated by Israel and later murdered. (10) Uzziah—He begins well with the Lord and is blessed with military victories. However, when he becomes strong, he proudly and presumptuously plays the role of a priest by offering incense in the temple and therefore is struck with leprosy. (11) Jotham—Because he rebuilds the gate of the temple and reveres God, the Lord blesses him with prosperity and victory. (12) Ahaz—A wicked king and an idolater, he is oppressed by his enemies and forced to give tribute to the Assyrians from the temple treasures. (13) Hezekiah—He repairs and reopens the temple and puts away the altars and idols set up by his father, Ahaz. Judah is spared destruction by Assyria because of his righteousness. His reforms are given only a few verses in Kings but three chapters in Chronicles. (14 and 15) Manasseh and Amon—Manasseh is Judah’s most wicked king. He sets up idols and altars all over the land. However, he repents when he is carried away by Assyria. God brings him back to Judah and he makes a halfway reform, but it comes too late. Amon follows in his father’s wickedness. Both kings are murdered. (16) Josiah—A leader in reforms and spiritual revival, he centers worship around the temple, finds the law and obeys it, and reinstitutes the Passover. (17, 18, and 19) Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin—Their relentless evil finally brings the downfall of Judah. The temple is ravaged in each of their reigns. (20) Zedekiah—Judah’s last king is also wicked. Jerusalem and the temple are destroyed, and the captivity begins. Second Chronicles nevertheless ends on a note of hope at the end of the captivity, when Cyrus issues the decree for the restoration of Judah: “Who is among you of all His people? May the LORD his God be with him, and let him go up!” (36:23).
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OUTLINE OF 2 CHRONICLES

Part One: The Reign of Solomon (1:1–9:31)

I. The Inauguration of Solomon as King … 1:1–17

A. The Worship of Solomon … 1:1–6

B. The Petition for Wisdom … 1:7–10

C. The Provision of Wisdom … 1:11, 12

D. The Wealth of Solomon … 1:13–17

II. The Completion of the Temple … 2:1–7:22

A. Preparation to Build the Temple … 2:1–18

1. Selection of the Temple Builders … 2:1, 2

2. Selection of the Temple Materials … 2:3–18

B. Construction of the Temple … 3:1–5:1

C. Dedication of the Temple … 5:2–7:22

1. The Installation of the Ark … 5:2–12

2. The Glory of the Lord Fills the Temple … 5:13, 14

3. The Sermon of Solomon … 6:1–11

4. The Prayer of Solomon … 6:12–42

5. The Fire of the Lord Consumes the Sacrifices … 7:1–3

6. The Nation Offers Sacrifices … 7:4–7

7. The Nation Celebrates the Feasts of Tabernacles … 7:8–11

8. The Lord Confirms the Covenant … 7:12–22

III. The Glory of the Reign of Solomon … 8:1–9:28

A. Enlargement of Solomon’s Territory … 8:1–6

B. Subjugation of the Enemies of Solomon … 8:7–10

C. Religious Practices of Solomon … 8:11–16

D. Economic Operations of Solomon … 8:17, 18
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CHAPTER 1

The Worship of Solomon—1 Kin. 3:4

1Now RSolomon the son of David was strengthened in his kingdom, and Rthe LORD his God was with him and Rexalted him exceedingly.

2And Solomon spoke to all Israel, to the captains of thousands and of hundreds, to the judges, and to every leader in all Israel, the heads of the fathers’ houses.

3Then Solomon, and all the assembly with him, went to Tthe high place that was at RGibeon; for the tabernacle of meeting with God was there, which Moses the servant of the LORD had made in the wilderness.

4RBut David had brought up the ark of God from Kirjath Jearim to the place David had prepared for it, for he had pitched a tent for it at Jerusalem.

5Now the bronze altar that Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, had made, he put* before the tabernacle of the LORD; Solomon and the assembly sought Him there.

6And Solomon went up there to the bronze altar before the LORD, which was at the tabernacle of meeting, and Roffered a thousand burnt offerings on it.

The Petition for Wisdom—1 Kin. 3:5–9

7ROn that night God appeared to Solomon, and said to him, “Ask! What shall I give you?”

8And Solomon said to God: “You have shown great Rmercy to David my father, and have made me king in his place.

9“Now, O LORD God, let Your promise to David my father be established, for You have made me king over a people like the Rdust of the earth in multitude.

10R“Now give me wisdom and knowledge, that I may Rgo out and come in before this people; for who can judge this great people of Yours?”

The Provision of Wisdom—1 Kin. 3:10–14

11RThen God said to Solomon: “Because this was in your heart, and you have not asked riches or wealth or honor or the life of your enemies, nor have you asked long life—but have asked wisdom and knowledge for yourself, that you may judge My people over whom I have made you king—

12“wisdom and knowledge are granted to you; and I will give you riches and wealth and honor, such as Rnone of the kings have had who were before you, nor shall any after you have the like.”

The Wealth of Solomon 1 Kin. 10:26–29; 2 Chr. 9:25–28

13So Solomon came to Jerusalem from Tthe high place that was at Gibeon, from before the tabernacle of meeting, and reigned over Israel.

14And Solomon gathered chariots and horsemen; he had one thousand four hundred chariots and twelve thousand horsemen, whom he stationed in the chariot cities and with the king in Jerusalem.

15RAlso the king made silver and gold as common in Jerusalem as stones, and he made cedars as abundant as the sycamores which are in the lowland.

16And Solomon had horses imported from Egypt and Keveh; the king’s merchants bought them in Keveh at the current price.

17They also acquired and imported from Egypt a chariot for six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse for one hundred and fifty; thus, through their agents, * they exported them to all the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Syria.




CHAPTER 2

Selection of the Temple Builders 1 Kin. 5:15, 16

1Then Solomon Rdetermined to build a temple for the name of the LORD, and a royal house for himself.

2Solomon selected seventy thousand men to bear burdens, eighty thousand to quarry stone in the mountains, and three thousand six hundred to oversee them.

Selection of the Temple Materials

3Then Solomon sent to Hiram* king of Tyre, saying:

As you have dealt with David my father, and sent him cedars to build himself a house to dwell in, so deal with me.

4Behold, RI am building a temple for the name of the LORD my God, to dedicate it to Him, Rto burn before Him sweet incense, for the continual showbread, for the burnt offerings morning and evening, on the Sabbaths, on the New Moons, and on the set feasts of the LORD our God. This is an ordinance forever to Israel.

5And the temple which I build will be great, for Rour God is greater than all gods.

6RBut who is able to build Him a temple, since heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain Him? Who am I then, that I should build Him a temple, except to burn sacrifice before Him?

7Therefore send me at once a man skillful to work in gold and silver, in bronze and iron, in purple and crimson and blue, who has skill to engrave with the skillful men who are with me in Judah and Jerusalem, Rwhom David my father provided.

8Also send me cedar and cypress and algum logs from Lebanon, for I know that your servants have skill to cut timber in Lebanon; and indeed my servants will be with your servants, 

9to prepare timber for me in abundance, for the temple which I am about to build shall be great and wonderful.

10RAnd indeed I will give to your servants, the woodsmen who cut timber, twenty thousand kors of ground wheat, twenty thousand kors of barley, twenty thousand baths of wine, and twenty thousand baths of oil.

11Then Hiram king of Tyre answered in writing, which he sent to Solomon:

RBecause the LORD loves His people, He has made you king over them.

12Hiram* also said:

Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, Rwho made heaven and earth, for He has given King David a wise son, endowed with prudence and understanding, who will build a temple for the LORD and a royal house for himself!

13And now I have sent a skillful man, endowed with understanding, Huram* my master* craftsman

14R(the son of a woman of the daughters of Dan, and his father was a man of Tyre), skilled to work in gold and silver, bronze and iron, stone and wood, purple and blue, fine linen and crimson, and to make any engraving and to accomplish any plan which may be given to him, with your skillful men and with the skillful men of my lord David your father.

15Now therefore, the wheat, the barley, the oil, and the wine which my lord has spoken of, let him send to his servants.

16RAnd we will cut wood from Lebanon, as much as you need; we will bring it to you in rafts by sea to Joppa, and you will carry it up to Jerusalem.

17RThen Solomon numbered all the aliens who were in the land of Israel, after the census in which RDavid his father had numbered them; and there were found to be one hundred and fifty-three thousand six hundred.

18And he made Rseventy thousand of them bearers of burdens, eighty thousand stonecutters in the mountain, and three thousand six hundred overseers to make the people work.




CHAPTER 3

Construction of the Temple—1 Kin. 6:1–7:51

1Now RSolomon began to build the house of the LORD at RJerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the LORD* had appeared to his father David, at the place that David had prepared on the threshing floor of Ornan* the Jebusite.

2And he began to build on the second day of the second month in the fourth year of his reign.

3This is the foundation Rwhich Solomon laid for building the house of God: The length was sixty cubits (by cubits according to the former measure) and the width twenty cubits.

4And the vestibule that was in front of the sanctuary* was twenty cubits long across the width of the house, and the height was one hundred and* twenty. He overlaid the inside with pure gold.

5The larger room* he paneled with cypress which he overlaid with fine gold, and he carved palm trees and chainwork on it.

6And he decorated the house with precious stones for beauty, and the gold was gold from Parvaim.

7He also overlaid the house—the beams and doorposts, its walls and doors—with gold; and he carved cherubim on the walls.

8And he made the RMost Holy Place. Its length was according to the width of the house, twenty cubits, and its width twenty cubits. He overlaid it with six hundred talents of fine gold.

9The weight of the nails was fifty shekels of gold; and he overlaid the upper Rarea with gold.

10RIn the Most Holy Place he made two cherubim, fashioned by carving, and overlaid them with gold.

11The wings of the cherubim were twenty cubits in overall length: one wing of the one cherub was five cubits, touching the wall of the room, and the other wing was five cubits, touching the wing of the other cherub;

12one wing of the other cherub was five cubits, touching the wall of the room, and the other wing also was five cubits, touching the wing of the other cherub.

13The wings of these cherubim spanned twenty cubits overall. They stood on their feet, and they faced inward.

14And he made the Rveil of blue, purple, crimson, and fine linen, and wove cherubim into it.

15Also he made in front of the temple* Rtwo pillars thirty-five* cubits Thigh, and the capital that was on the top of each of them was five cubits.

16He made wreaths of chainwork, as in the inner sanctuary, and put them on top of the pillars; and he made Rone hundred pomegranates, and put them on the wreaths of chainwork.

17Then he Rset up the pillars before the temple, one on the right hand and the other on the left; he called the name of the one on the right hand Jachin, and the name of the one on the left Boaz.




CHAPTER 4

1Moreover he made a bronze altar: twenty cubits was its length, twenty cubits its width, and ten cubits its height.

2RThen he made the TSea of cast bronze, ten cubits from one brim to the other; it was completely round. Its height was five cubits, and a line of thirty cubits measured its circumference.

3RAnd under it was the likeness of oxen encircling it all around, ten to a cubit, all the way around the Sea. The oxen were cast in two rows, when it was cast.

4It stood on twelve Roxen: three looking toward the north, three looking toward the west, three looking toward the south, and three looking toward the east; the Sea was set upon them, and all their back parts pointed inward.

5It was a handbreadth thick; and its brim was shaped like the brim of a cup, like a lily blossom. It contained three thousand *baths.

6He also made ten lavers, and put five on the right side and five on the left, to wash in them; such things as they offered for the burnt offering they would wash in them, but the Sea was for the priests to wash in.

7RAnd he made ten lampstands of gold Raccording to their design, and set them in the temple, five on the right side and five on the left.

8RHe also made ten tables, and placed them in the temple, five on the right side and five on the left. And he made one hundred Rbowls of gold.

9Furthermore Rhe made the court of the priests, and the Rgreat court and doors for the court; and he overlaid these doors with bronze.

10RHe set the Sea on the right side, toward the southeast.

11Then Huram made the pots and the shovels and the bowls. So Huram finished doing the work that he was to do for King Solomon for the house of God:

12the two pillars and Rthe bowl-shaped capitals that were on top of the two pillars; the two networks covering the two bowl-shaped capitals which were on top of the pillars;

13four hundred pomegranates for the two networks (two rows of pomegranates for each network, to cover the two bowl-shaped capitals that were on the pillars);

14he also made Rcarts and the lavers on the carts;

15one Sea and twelve oxen under it;

16also the pots, the shovels, the forks—and all their articles Huram his master* craftsman made of burnished bronze for King Solomon for the house of the LORD.

17In the plain of Jordan the king had them cast in clay molds, between Succoth and Zeredah.*

18And Solomon had all these articles made in such great abundance that the weight of the bronze was not determined.

19Thus RSolomon had all the furnishings made for the house of God: the altar of gold and the tables on which was Rthe showbread;

20the lampstands with their lamps of pure gold, to burn Rin the prescribed manner in front of the inner sanctuary, 

21with the flowers and the lamps and the wick-trimmers of gold, of purest gold;

22the trimmers, the bowls, the ladles, and the censers of pure gold. As for the entry of the Tsanctuary, its inner doors to the Most Holy Place, and the doors of the main hall of the temple, were gold.




CHAPTER 5

1So Rall the work that Solomon had done for the house of the LORD was finished; and Solomon brought in the things which his father David had dedicated: the silver and the gold and all the furnishings. And he put them in the treasuries of the house of God.

The Installation of the Ark—1 Kin. 8:1–9

2RNow Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the chief fathers of the children of Israel, in Jerusalem, that they might bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD up Rfrom the City of David, which is Zion.

3RTherefore all the men of Israel assembled with the king Rat the feast, which was in the seventh month.

4So all the elders of Israel came, and the RLevites took up the ark.

5Then they brought up the ark, the tabernacle of meeting, and all the holy furnishings that were in the tabernacle. The priests and the Levites brought them up.

6Also King Solomon, and all the congregation of Israel who were assembled with him before the ark, were sacrificing sheep and oxen that could not be counted or numbered for multitude.

7Then the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the LORD to its place, into the Rinner sanctuary of the temple, * to the Most Holy Place, under the wings of the cherubim.

8For the cherubim spread their wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubim overshadowed the ark and its poles.

9The poles extended so that the ends of the Rpoles of the ark could be seen from the holy place, in front of the inner sanctuary; but they could not be seen from outside. And they are there to this day.

10Nothing was in the ark except the two tablets which Moses Rput there at Horeb, Twhen the LORD made a covenant with the children of Israel, when they had come out of Egypt.

11And it came to pass when the priests came out of the Most Holy Place (for all the priests who were present had Tsanctified themselves, without keeping to their Rdivisions), 

12Rand the Levites who were the singers, all those of Asaph and Heman and Jeduthun, with their sons and their brethren, stood at the east end of the altar, clothed in white linen, having cymbals, stringed instruments and harps, Rand with them one hundred and twenty priests sounding with trumpets—

The Glory of the Lord Fills the Temple 1 Kin. 8:10, 11

13indeed it came to pass, when the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the LORD, and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of music, and praised the LORD, saying:

R“For He is good, 

For His mercy endures forever, ”* that the house, the house of the LORD, was filled with a cloud, 

14so that the priests could not continue ministering because of the cloud; for the glory of the LORD filled the house of God.




CHAPTER 6

The Sermon of Solomon—1 Kin. 8:12–21

1Then RSolomon spoke:

“The LORD said He would dwell in the Rdark cloud.

2I have surely built You an exalted house, 

And a place for You to dwell in forever.”

3Then the king turned around and blessed the whole assembly of Israel, while all the assembly of Israel was standing.

4And he said: “Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, who has fulfilled with His hands what He spoke with His mouth to my father David, Rsaying, 

5‘Since the day that I brought My people out of the land of Egypt, I have chosen no city from any tribe of Israel in which to build a house, that My name might be there, nor did I choose any man to be a ruler over My people Israel.

6R‘Yet I have chosen Jerusalem, that My name may be there, and I have chosen David to be over My people Israel.’

7“Now Rit was in the heart of my father David to build a temple* for the name of the LORD God of Israel.

8“But the LORD said to my father David, ‘Whereas it was in your heart to build a temple for My name, you did well in that it was in your heart.

9‘Nevertheless you shall not build the temple, but your son who will come from your body, he shall build the temple for My Rname.’

10“So the LORD has fulfilled His word which He spoke, and I have filled the position of my father David, and Rsit on the throne of Israel, as the LORD promised; and I have built the temple for the name of the LORD God of Israel.

11“And there I have put the ark, Rin which is the covenant of the LORD which He made with the children of Israel.”

The Prayer of Solomon—1 Kin. 8:22–53

12Then Solomon* stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands

13(for Solomon had made a bronze platform five cubits long, five cubits wide, and three cubits high, and had set it in the midst of the court; and he stood on it, knelt down on his knees before all the assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands toward heaven);

14and he said: “LORD God of Israel, Rthere is no God in heaven or on earth like You, who keep Your Rcovenant and mercy with Your servants who walk before You with all their hearts.

15R“You have kept what You promised Your servant David my father; You have both spoken with Your mouth and fulfilled it with Your hand, as it is this day.

16“Therefore, LORD God of Israel, now keep what You promised Your servant David my father, saying, R‘You shall not fail to have a man sit before Me on the throne of Israel, Ronly if your sons take heed to their way, that they walk in My law as you have walked before Me.’

17“And now, O LORD God of Israel, let Your word come true, which You have spoken to Your servant David.

18“But will God indeed dwell with men on the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You. How much less this temple* which I have built!

19“Yet regard the prayer of Your servant and his supplication, O LORD my God, and listen to the cry and the prayer which Your servant is praying before You:

20“that Your eyes may be open toward this temple day and night, toward the place where You said You would put Your name, that You may hear the prayer which Your servant makes toward this place.

21“And may You hear the supplications of Your servant and of Your people Israel, when they pray toward this place. Hear from heaven Your dwelling place, and when You hear, Rforgive.

22“If anyone sins against his neighbor, and is forced to take an Roath, and comes and takes an oath before Your altar in this temple, 

23“then hear from heaven, and act, and judge Your servants, bringing retribution on the wicked by bringing his way on his own head, and justifying the righteous by giving him according to his righteousness.

24“Or if Your people Israel are defeated before an Renemy because they have sinned against You, and return and confess Your name, and pray and make supplication before You in this temple, 

25“then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of Your people Israel, and bring them back to the land which You gave to them and their fathers.

26“When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against You, when they pray toward this place and confess Your name, and turn from their sin because You afflict them, 

27“then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of Your servants, Your people Israel, that You may teach them the good way in which they should walk; and send rain on Your land which You have given to Your people as an inheritance.

28“When there is famine in the land, pestilence or blight or mildew, locusts or grasshoppers; when their enemies besiege them in the land of their cities; whatever plague or whatever sickness there is;

29“whatever prayer, whatever supplication is made by anyone, or by all Your people Israel, when each one knows his own burden and his own grief, and spreads out his hands to this temple:

30“then hear from heaven Your dwelling place, and forgive, and give to everyone according to all his ways, whose heart You know (for You alone Rknow the Rhearts of the sons of men), 

31“that they may fear You, to walk in Your ways as long as they live in the land which You gave to our fathers.

32“Moreover, concerning a foreigner, Rwho is not of Your people Israel, but has come from a far country for the sake of Your great name and Your mighty hand and Your outstretched arm, when they come and pray in this temple;

33“then hear from heaven Your dwelling place, and do according to all for which the foreigner calls to You, that all peoples of the earth may know Your name and fear You, as do Your people Israel, and that they may know that this temple which I have built is called by Your name.

34“When Your people go out to battle against their enemies, wherever You send them, and when they pray to You toward this city which You have chosen and the temple which I have built for Your name, 

35“then hear from heaven their prayer and their supplication, and maintain their cause.

36“When they sin against You (for there is Rno one who does not sin), and You become angry with them and deliver them to the enemy, and they take them Rcaptive to a land far or near;

37“yet when they Tcome to themselves in the land where they were carried captive, and repent, and make supplication to You in the land of their captivity, saying, ‘We have sinned, we have done wrong, and have committed wickedness’;

38“and when they return to You with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of their captivity, where they have been carried captive, and pray toward their land which You gave to their fathers, the city which You have chosen, and toward the temple which I have built for Your name:

39“then hear from heaven Your dwelling place their prayer and their supplications, and maintain their cause, and forgive Your people who have sinned against You.

40“Now, my God, I pray, let Your eyes be Ropen and let Your ears be attentive to the prayer made in this place.

41“NowR therefore, 

Arise, O LORD God, to Your Rresting place, 

You and the ark of Your strength.

Let Your priests, O LORD God, be clothed with salvation, 

And let Your saints rejoice in goodness.

42“O LORD God, do not turn away the face of Your Anointed;

RRemember the mercies of Your servant David.”*




CHAPTER 7

The Fire of the Lord Consumes the Sacrifices

1When Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD filled the temple.*

2And the priests could not enter the house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD had filled the LORD’s house.

3When all the children of Israel saw how the fire came down, and the glory of the LORD on the temple, they bowed their faces to the ground on the pavement, and worshiped and praised the LORD, saying:

R“For He is good, 

For His mercy endures forever.”*

The Nation Offers Sacrifices—1 Kin. 8:62–64

4RThen the king and all the people offered sacrifices before the LORD.

5King Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty-two thousand bulls and one hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the people dedicated the house of God.

6RAnd the priests attended to their services; the Levites also with instruments of the music of the LORD, which King David had made to praise the LORD, saying, “For His mercy endures forever, ”* whenever David offered praise by their Tministry. RThe priests sounded trumpets opposite them, while all Israel stood.

7Furthermore Solomon consecrated the middle of the court that was in front of the house of the LORD; for there he offered burnt offerings and the fat of the peace offerings, because the bronze altar which Solomon had made was not able to receive the burnt offerings, the grain offerings, and the fat.

The Nation Celebrates the Feast of Tabernacles 1 Kin. 8:65–9:1

8At that time Solomon kept the feast seven days, and all Israel with him, a very great assembly from the entrance of Hamath to the Brook of Egypt.*

9And on the eighth day they held a Rsacred assembly, for they observed the dedication of the altar seven days, and the feast seven days.

10ROn the twenty-third day of the seventh month he sent the people away to their tents, joyful and glad of heart for the good that the LORD had done for David, for Solomon, and for His people Israel.

11Thus RSolomon finished the house of the LORD and the king’s house; and Solomon successfully accomplished all that came into his heart to make in the house of the LORD and in his own house.

The Lord Confirms the Covenant 1 Kin. 9:2–9

12Then the LORD Rappeared to Solomon by night, and said to him: “I have heard your prayer, and have chosen this place for Myself as a house of sacrifice.

13R“When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or command the locusts to devour the land, or send pestilence among My people, 

14“if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.

15“Now My eyes will be open and My ears attentive to prayer made in this place.

16“For now RI have chosen and Tsanctified this house, that My name may be there forever; and My eyes and My heart will be there perpetually.

17“As for you, if you walk before Me as your father David walked, and do according to all that I have commanded you, and if you keep My statutes and My judgments, 

18“then I will establish the throne of your kingdom, as I covenanted with David your father, saying, R‘You shall not fail to have a man as ruler in Israel.’

19R“But if you turn away and forsake My statutes and My commandments which I have set before you, and go and serve other gods, and worship them, 

20“then I will uproot them from My land which I have given them; and this house which I have sanctified for My name I will cast out of My sight, and will make it a proverb and a byword among all peoples.

21“And as for this house, which Tis exalted, everyone who passes by it will be astonished and say, ‘Why has the LORD done thus to this land and this house?’

22“Then they will answer, ‘Because they forsook the LORD God of their fathers, who brought them out of the land of Egypt, and embraced other gods, and worshiped them and served them; therefore He has brought all this calamity on them.’ ”




CHAPTER 8

Enlargement of Solomon’s Territory 1 Kin. 9:10–19

1It came to pass at the end of twenty years, when Solomon had built the house of the LORD and his own house, 

2that the cities which Hiram* had given to Solomon, Solomon built them; and he settled the children of Israel there.

3And Solomon went to Hamath Zobah and seized it.

4RHe also built Tadmor in the wilderness, and all the storage cities which he built in RHamath.

5He built Upper Beth Horon and RLower Beth Horon, fortified cities with walls, gates, and bars, 

6also Baalath and all the storage cities that Solomon had, and all the chariot cities and the cities of the cavalry, and all that Solomon desired to build in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in all the land of his dominion.

Subjugation of the Enemies of Solomon 1 Kin. 9:20–23

7RAll the people who were left of the Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jeb-usites, who were not of Israel—

8that is, their descendants who were left in the land after them, whom the children of Israel did not destroy—from these Solomon raised forced labor, as it is to this day.

9But Solomon did not make the children of Israel Tservants for his work. Some were men of war, captains of his officers, captains of his chariots, and his cavalry.

10And others were chiefs of the officials of King Solomon: Rtwo hundred and fifty, who ruled over the people.

Religious Practices of Solomon 1 Kin. 9:24, 25

11Now Solomon brought the daughter of Pharaoh up from the City of David to the house he had built for her, for he said, “My wife shall not dwell in the house of David king of Israel, because the places to which the ark of the LORD has come are holy.”

12Then Solomon offered burnt offerings to the LORD on the altar of the LORD which he had built before the vestibule, 

13according to the daily rate, offering according to the commandment of Moses, for the Sabbaths, the New Moons, and the three appointed yearly Rfeasts—the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks, and the Feast of Tabernacles.

14And, according to the Torder of David his father, he appointed the Rdivisions of the priests for their service, Rthe Levites for their duties (to praise and serve before the priests) as the duty of each day required, and the gatekeepers by their divisions at each gate; for so David the man of God had commanded.

15They did not depart from the command of the king to the priests and Levites concerning any matter or concerning the Rtreasuries.

16Now all the work of Solomon was well-ordered from* the day of the foundation of the house of the LORD until it was finished. So the house of the LORD was completed.

Economic Operations of Solomon 1 Kin. 9:26–28

17Then Solomon went to Ezion Geber and Elath* on the seacoast, in the land of Edom.

18RAnd Hiram sent him ships by the hand of his servants, and servants who knew the sea. They went with the servants of Solomon to ROphir, and acquired four hundred and fifty talents of gold from there, and brought it to King Solomon.




CHAPTER 9

The Queen of Sheba Visits—1 Kin. 10:1–13





1Now Rwhen the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, she came to Jerusalem to test Solomon with hard questions, having a very great retinue, camels that bore spices, gold in abundance, and precious stones; and when she came to Solomon, she spoke with him about all that was in her heart.

2So Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing so difficult for Solomon that he could not explain it to her.

3And when the queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had built, 

4the food on his table, the seating of his servants, the service of his waiters and their apparel, his Rcupbearers and their apparel, and his entryway by which he went up to the house of the LORD, there was no more spirit in her.

5Then she said to the king: “It was a true report which I heard in my own land about your words and your wisdom.

6“However I did not believe their words until I came and saw with my own eyes; and indeed the half of the greatness of your wisdom was not told me. You exceed the fame of which I heard.

7“Happy are your men and happy are these your servants, who stand continually before you and hear your wisdom!

8“Blessed be the LORD your God, who delighted in you, setting you on His throne to be king for the LORD your God! Because your God has Rloved Israel, to establish them forever, therefore He made you king over them, to do justice and righteousness.”

9And she gave the king one hundred and twenty talents of gold, spices in great abundance, and precious stones; there never were any spices such as those the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.

10Also, the servants of Hiram and the servants of Solomon, Rwho brought gold from Ophir, brought algum* wood and precious stones.

11And the king made walkways of the algum* wood for the house of the LORD and for the king’s house, also harps and stringed instruments for singers; and there were none such as these seen before in the land of Judah.

12Now King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all she desired, whatever she asked, much more than she had brought to the king. So she turned and went to her own country, she and her servants.

Solomon’s Wealth 1 Kin. 10:14–29; 2 Chr. 1:14–17

13RThe weight of gold that came to Solomon yearly was six hundred and sixty-six talents of gold, 

14besides what the traveling merchants and traders brought. And all the kings of Arabia and governors of the country brought gold and silver to Solomon.

15And King Solomon made two hundred large shields of hammered gold; six hundred shekels of hammered gold went into each shield.

16He also made three hundred shields of hammered gold; three hundred shekels* of gold went into each shield. The king put them in the House of the Forest of Lebanon.

17Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with pure gold.

18The throne had six steps, with a footstool of gold, which were fastened to the throne; there were Tarmrests on either side of the place of the seat, and two lions stood beside the armrests.

19Twelve lions stood there, one on each side of the six steps; nothing like this had been made for any other kingdom.

20All King Solomon’s drinking vessels were gold, and all the vessels of the House of the Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. Not one was silver, for this was accounted as nothing in the days of Solomon.

21For the king’s ships went to RTarshish with the servants of Hiram.* Once every three years the merchant ships* came, bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and monkeys.*

22So King Solomon surpassed all the kings of the earth in riches and wisdom.

23And all the kings of the earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had put in his heart.

24Each man brought his present: articles of silver and gold, garments, armor, spices, horses, and mules, at a set rate year by year.

25Solomon had four thousand stalls for horses and chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen whom he stationed in the chariot cities and with the king at Jerusalem.

26RSo he reigned over all the kings from the River* to the land of the Philistines, as far as the border of Egypt.

27RThe king made silver as common in Jerusalem as stones, and he made cedar trees Ras abundant as the sycamores which are in the lowland.

28RAnd they brought horses to Solomon from Egypt and from all lands.

The Death of Solomon—1 Kin. 11:41–43

29RNow the rest of the acts of Solomon, first and last, are they not written in the book of Nathan the prophet, in the prophecy of RAhijah the Shilonite, and in the visions of Iddo the seer concerning Jeroboam the son of Nebat?

30RSolomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel forty years.

31Then Solomon Trested with his fathers, and was buried in the City of David his father. And Rehoboam his son reigned in his place.




CHAPTER 10

Division of the Kingdom—1 Kin. 12:1–19

1And RRehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone to Shechem to make him king.

2So it happened, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard it (he was in Egypt, where he had fled from the presence of King Solomon), that Jeroboam returned from Egypt.

3Then they sent for him and called him. And Jeroboam and all Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam, saying, 

4“Your father made our yoke heavy; now therefore, lighten the burdensome service of your father and his heavy yoke which he put on us, and we will serve you.”

5So he said to them, “Come back to me after three days.” And the people departed.

6Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who stood before his father Solomon while he still lived, saying, “How do you advise me to answer these people?”

7And they spoke to him, saying, “If you are kind to these people, and please them, and speak good words to them, they will be your servants forever.”

8RBut he rejected the advice which the elders had given him, and consulted the young men who had grown up with him, who stood before him.

9And he said to them, “What advice do you give? How should we answer this people who have spoken to me, saying, ‘Lighten the yoke which your father put on us’?”

10Then the young men who had grown up with him spoke to him, saying, “Thus you should speak to the people who have spoken to you, saying, ‘Your father made our yoke heavy, but you make it lighter on us’—thus you shall say to them: ‘My little finger shall be thicker than my father’s waist!

11‘And now, whereas my father put a heavy yoke on you, I will add to your yoke; my father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scourges!’ ”*

12So RJeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam on the third day, as the king had directed, saying, “Come back to me the third day.”

13Then the king answered them roughly. King Rehoboam rejected the advice of the elders, 

14and he spoke to them according to the advice of the young men, saying, “My father* made your yoke heavy, but I will add to it; my father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scourges!”*

15So the king did not listen to the people; for the turn of events was from God, that the LORD might fulfill His word, which He had spoken by the hand of Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

16Now when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people answered the king, saying:

“What share have we in David?

We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse.

Every man to your tents, O Israel!

Now see to your own house, O David!”

So all Israel departed to their tents.

17But Rehoboam reigned over the children of Israel who dwelt in the cities of Judah.

18Then King Rehoboam sent Hadoram, who was in charge of revenue; but the children of Israel stoned him with stones, and he died. Therefore King Rehoboam mounted his chariot in haste to flee to Jerusalem.

19RSo Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day.




CHAPTER 11

Kingdom of Judah Is Strengthened 1 Kin. 12:21–24

1Now Rwhen Rehoboam came to Jeru salem, he assembled from the house of Judah and Benjamin one hundred and eighty thousand chosen men who were warriors, to fight against Israel, that he might restore the kingdom to Rehoboam.

2But the word of the LORD came Rto Shemaiah the man of God, saying, 

3“Speak to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all Israel in Judah and Benjamin, saying, 

4‘Thus says the LORD: “You shall not go up or fight against your brethren! Let every man return to his house, for this thing is from Me.” ’ ” Therefore they obeyed the words of the LORD, and turned back from attacking Jeroboam.

5So Rehoboam dwelt in Jerusalem, and built cities for defense in Judah.

6And he built Bethlehem, Etam, Tekoa, 

7Beth Zur, Sochoh, Adullam, 

8Gath, Mareshah, Ziph, 

9Adoraim, Lachish, Azekah, 

10Zorah, Aijalon, and Hebron, which are in Judah and Benjamin, fortified cities.

11And he fortified the strongholds, and put captains in them, and stores of food, oil, and wine.

12Also in every city he put shields and spears, and made them very strong, having Judah and Benjamin on his side.

13And from all their territories the priests and the Levites who were in all Israel took their stand with him.

14For the Levites left Rtheir common-lands and their possessions and came to Judah and Jerusalem, for RJeroboam and his sons had rejected them from serving as priests to the LORD.

15Then he appointed for himself priests for the high places, for the demons, and the calf idols which he had made.

16RAnd after the Levites left, * those from all the tribes of Israel, such as set their heart to seek the LORD God of Israel, Rcame to Jerusalem to sacrifice to the LORD God of their fathers.

17So they Rstrengthened the kingdom of Judah, and made Rehoboam the son of Solomon strong for three years, because they walked in the way of David and Solomon for three years.

18Then Rehoboam took for himself as wife Mahalath the daughter of Jerimoth the son of David, and of Abihail the daughter of REliah the son of Jesse.

19And she bore him children: Jeush, Shamariah, and Zaham.

20After her he took Maachah the grand-daughter* of Absalom; and she bore him Abi-jah, Attai, Ziza, and Shelomith.

21Now Rehoboam loved Maachah the granddaughter of Absalom more than all his wives and his concubines; for he took eighteen wives and sixty concubines, and begot twenty-eight sons and sixty daughters.

22And Rehoboam Rappointed RAbijah the son of Maachah as chief, to be leader among his brothers; for he intended to make him king.

23He dealt wisely, and dispersed some of his sons throughout all the territories of Judah and Benjamin, to every fortified city; and he gave them provisions in abundance. He also sought many wives for them.




CHAPTER 12

Kingdom of Judah Is Weakened 1 Kin. 14:25–28

1Now Rit came to pass, when Rehoboam had established the kingdom and had strengthened himself, that Rhe forsook the law of the LORD, and all Israel along with him.

2And it happened in the fifth year of King Rehoboam that Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, because they had transgressed against the LORD, 

3with twelve hundred chariots, sixty thousand horsemen, and people without number who came with him out of Egypt—Rthe Lubim and the Sukkiim and the Ethiopians.

4And he took the fortified cities of Judah and came to Jerusalem.

5Then RShemaiah the prophet came to Rehoboam and the leaders of Judah, who were gathered together in Jerusalem because of Shishak, and said to them, “Thus says the LORD: ‘You have forsaken Me, and therefore I also have left you in the hand of Shishak.’ ”

6So the leaders of Israel and the king Rhumbled themselves; and they said, R“The LORD is righteous.”

7Now when the LORD saw that they humbled themselves, Rthe word of the LORD came to Shemaiah, saying, “They have humbled themselves; therefore I will not destroy them, but I will grant them some deliverance. My wrath shall not be poured out on Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak.

8“Nevertheless they will be his servants, that they may distinguish My service from the service of the kingdoms of the nations.”

9RSo Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, and took away the treasures of the house of the LORD and the treasures of the king’s house; he took everything. He also carried away the gold shields which Solomon had made.

10Then King Rehoboam made bronze shields in their place, and committed them Rto the hands of the captains of the guard, who guarded the doorway of the king’s house.

11And whenever the king entered the house of the LORD, the guard would go and bring them out; then they would take them back into the guardroom.

12When he humbled himself, the wrath of the LORD turned from him, so as not to destroy him completely; and things also went well in Judah.

Death of Rehoboam—1 Kin. 14:21, 22, 29–31

13Thus King Rehoboam strengthened himself in Jerusalem and reigned. Now RRehoboam was forty-one years old when he became king; and he reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city which the LORD had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to put His name there. His mother’s name was Naamah, an Ammonitess.

14And he did evil, because he did not prepare his heart to seek the LORD.

15The acts of Rehoboam, first and last, are they not written in the book of Shemaiah the prophet, and of Iddo the seer concerning genealogies? And there were wars between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all their days.

16So Rehoboam rested with his fathers, and was buried in the City of David. Then Abijah* his son reigned in his place.




CHAPTER 13

War of Abijah and Jeroboam 1 Kin. 15:1, 2, 7

1In the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam, Abijah became king over Judah.

2He reigned three years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Michaiah* the daughter of Uriel of Gibeah. And there was war between Abijah and Jeroboam.

3Abijah set the battle in order with an army of valiant warriors, four hundred thousand choice men. Jeroboam also drew up in battle formation against him with eight hundred thousand choice men, mighty men of valor.

4Then Abijah stood on Mount RZemaraim, which is in the mountains of Ephraim, and said, “Hear me, Jeroboam and all Israel:

5“Should you not know that the LORD God of Israel Rgave the dominion over Israel to David forever, to him and his sons, Rby a covenant of salt?

6“Yet Jeroboam the son of Nebat, the servant of Solomon the son of David, rose up and Rrebelled against his lord.

7“Then Rworthless rogues gathered to him, and strengthened themselves against Rehoboam the son of Solomon, when Rehoboam was young and inexperienced and could not withstand them.

8“And now you think to withstand the kingdom of the LORD, which is in the hand of the sons of David; and you are a great multitude, and with you are the gold calves which Jeroboam made for you as gods.

9R“Have you not cast out the priests of the LORD, the sons of Aaron, and the Levites, and made for yourselves priests, like the peoples of other lands, so that whoever comes to consecrate himself with a young bull and seven rams may be a priest of things that are not gods?

10“But as for us, the LORD is our RGod, and we have not forsaken Him; and the priests who minister to the LORD are the sons of Aaron, and the Levites attend to their duties.

11R“And they burn to the LORD every morning and every evening burnt sacrifices and sweet incense; they also set the Rshowbread in order on the pure gold table, and the lampstand of gold with its lamps Rto burn every evening; for we keep the command of the LORD our God, but you have forsaken Him.

12“Now look, God Himself is with us as our Rhead, Rand His priests with sounding trumpets to sound the alarm against you. O children of Israel, do not fight against the LORD God of your fathers, for you shall not prosper!”

13But Jeroboam caused an ambush to go around behind them; so they were in front of Judah, and the ambush was behind them.

14And when Judah looked around, to their surprise the battle line was at both front and rear; and they cried out to the LORD, and the priests sounded the trumpets.

15Then the men of Judah gave a shout; and as the men of Judah shouted, it happened that God Rstruck Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and Judah.

16And the children of Israel fled before Judah, and God delivered them into their hand.

17Then Abijah and his people struck them with a great slaughter; so five hundred thousand choice men of Israel fell slain.

18Thus the children of Israel were subdued at that time; and the children of Judah prevailed, Rbecause they relied on the LORD God of their fathers.

19And Abijah pursued Jeroboam and took cities from him: Bethel with its villages, Jeshanah with its villages, and REphrain* with its villages.

20So Jeroboam did not recover strength again in the days of Abijah; and the LORD Rstruck him, and he died.

Death of Abijah

21But Abijah grew mighty, married fourteen wives, and begot twenty-two sons and sixteen daughters.

22Now the rest of the acts of Abijah, his ways, and his sayings are written in Rthe annals of the prophet Iddo.




CHAPTER 14

Evaluation of Asa––1 Kin. 15:8–12

1So Abijah rested with his fathers, and they buried him in the City of David. Then Asa his son reigned in his place. In his days the land was quiet for ten years.

2Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the LORD his God, 

3for he removed the altars of the foreign gods and Rthe high places, and Rbroke down the sacred pillars Rand cut down the wooden images.

4He commanded Judah to Rseek the LORD God of their fathers, and to observe the law and the commandment.

5He also removed the high places and the incense altars from all the cities of Judah, and the kingdom was quiet under him.

6And he built fortified cities in Judah, for the land had rest; he had no war in those years, because the LORD had given him rest.

7Therefore he said to Judah, “Let us build these cities and make walls around them, and towers, gates, and bars, while the land is yet before us, because we have sought the LORD our God; we have sought Him, and He has given us rest on every side.” So they built and prospered.

8And Asa had an army of three hundred thousand from Judah who carried shields and spears, and from Benjamin two hundred and eighty thousand men who carried shields and drew Rbows; all these were mighty men of Rvalor.

Victory over the Ethiopians

9RThen Zerah the Ethiopian came out against them with an army of a million men and three hundred chariots, and he came to RMareshah.

10So Asa went out against him, and they set the troops in battle array in the Valley of Zephathah at Mareshah.

11And Asa cried out to the LORD his God, and said, “LORD, it is nothing for You to help, whether with many or with those who have no power; help us, O LORD our God, for we rest on You, and in Your name we go against this multitude. O LORD, You are our God; do not let man prevail against You!”

12So the LORD struck the Ethiopians before Asa and Judah, and the Ethiopians fled.

13And Asa and the people who were with him pursued them to RGerar. So the Ethiopians were overthrown, and they could not recover, for they were broken before the LORD and His army. And they carried away very much Tspoil.

14Then they defeated all the cities around Gerar, for the fear of the LORD came upon them; and they plundered all the cities, for there was exceedingly much spoil in them.

15They also attacked the livestock enclosures, and carried off sheep and camels in abundance, and returned to Jerusalem.




CHAPTER 15

Exhortation of Azariah

1Now Rthe Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded.

2And he went out to meet Asa, and said to him: “Hear me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin. RThe LORD is with you while you are with Him. RIf you seek Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you.

3R“For a long time Israel has been without the true God, without a Rteaching priest, and without law;

4“but Rwhen in their trouble they turned to the LORD God of Israel, and sought Him, He was found by them.

5“And in those times there was no peace to the one who went out, nor to the one who came in, but great turmoil was on all the inhabitants of the lands.

6R“So nation was Tdestroyed by nation, and city by city, for God troubled them with every adversity.

7“But you, be strong and do not let your hands be weak, for your work shall be rewarded!”

Reforms of Asa––1 Kin. 15:13–15

8And when Asa heard these words and the prophecy of Oded* the prophet, he took courage, and removed the abominable idols from all the land of Judah and Benjamin and from the cities Rwhich he had taken in the mountains of Ephraim; and he restored the altar of the LORD that was before the vestibule of the LORD.

9Then he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and Rthose who dwelt with them from Ephraim, Manasseh, and Simeon, for they came over to him in great numbers from Israel when they saw that the LORD his God was with him.

10So they gathered together at Jerusalem in the third month, in the fifteenth year of the reign of Asa.

11RAnd they offered to the LORD Tat that time seven hundred bulls and seven thousand sheep from the Tspoil they had brought.

12Then they entered into a covenant to seek the LORD God of their fathers with all their heart and with all their soul;

13Rand whoever would not seek the LORD God of Israel Rwas to be put to death, whether small or great, whether man or woman.

14Then they took an oath before the LORD with a loud voice, with shouting and trumpets and rams’ horns.

15And all Judah rejoiced at the oath, for they had sworn with all their heart and Rsought Him with all their soul; and He was found by them, and the LORD gave them Rrest all around.

16Also he removed RMaachah, the Tmother of Asa the king, from being queen mother, because she had made an obscene image of Asherah;* and Asa cut down her obscene image, then crushed and burned it by the Brook Kidron.

17But Rthe high places were not removed from Israel. Nevertheless the heart of Asa was loyal all his days.

18He also brought into the house of God the things that his father had dedicated and that he himself had dedicated: silver and gold and utensils.

19And there was no war until the thirty-fifth year of the reign of Asa.




CHAPTER 16

Victory over the Syrians––1 Kin. 15:16–22

1In the thirty-sixth year of the reign of Asa, Baasha king of Israel came up against Judah and built Ramah, that he might let none go out or come in to Asa king of Judah.

2Then Asa brought silver and gold from the treasuries of the house of the LORD and of the king’s house, and sent to Ben-Hadad king of Syria, who dwelt in Damascus, saying, 

3“Let there be a treaty between you and me, as there was between my father and your father. See, I have sent you silver and gold; come, break your treaty with Baasha king of Israel, so that he will withdraw from me.”

4So Ben-Hadad heeded King Asa, and sent the captains of his armies against the cities of Israel. They attacked Ijon, Dan, Abel Maim, and all the storage cities of Naphtali.

5Now it happened, when Baasha heard it, that he stopped building Ramah and ceased his work.

6Then King Asa took all Judah, and they carried away the stones and timber of Ramah, which Baasha had used for building; and with them he built Geba and Mizpah.

Rebuke of Hanani

7And at that time RHanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah, and said to him: “Because you have relied on the king of Syria, and have not relied on the LORD your God, therefore the army of the king of Syria has escaped from your hand.

8“Were the Ethiopians and the Lubim not a huge army with very many chariots and horsemen? Yet, because you relied on the LORD, He delivered them into your hand.

9R“For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him. In this Ryou have done foolishly; therefore from now on Ryou shall have wars.”

10Then Asa was angry with the seer, and Rput him in prison, for he was enraged at him because of this. And Asa oppressed some of the people at that time.

Death of Asa––1 Kin. 15:23, 24

11RNote that the acts of Asa, first and last, are indeed written in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel.

12And in the thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa became diseased in his feet, and his malady was severe; yet in his disease he did not seek the LORD, but the physicians.

13So Asa rested with his fathers; he died in the forty-first year of his reign.

14They buried him in his own tomb, which he had made for himself in the City of David; and they laid him in the bed which was filled with spices and various ingredients prepared in a mixture of ointments. They made a very great burning for him.




CHAPTER 17

Evaluation of Jehoshaphat

1Then RJehoshaphat his son reigned in his place, and strengthened himself against Israel.

2And he placed troops in all the fortified cities of Judah, and set garrisons in the land of Judah and in the cities of Ephraim which Asa his father had taken.

3Now the LORD was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the former ways of his father David; he did not seek the Baals, 

4but sought the God* of his father, and walked in His commandments and not according to Rthe acts of Israel.

5Therefore the LORD established the kingdom in his hand; and all Judah gave presents to Jehoshaphat, Rand he had riches and honor in abundance.

6And his heart took delight in the ways of the LORD; moreover he removed the high places and wooden images from Judah.

Instruction by the Priests and Levites

7Also in the third year of his reign he sent his leaders, Ben-Hail, Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethanel, and Michaiah, Rto teach in the cities of Judah.

8And with them he sent Levites: Shemaiah, Nethaniah, Zebadiah, Asahel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijah, Tobijah, and Tobadonijah—the Levites; and with them Elishama and Jehoram, the priests.

9RSo they taught in Judah, and had the Book of the Law of the LORD with them; they went throughout all the cities of Judah and taught the people.

Expansion of the Kingdom

10And Rthe fear of the LORD fell on all the kingdoms of the lands that were around Judah, so that they did not make war against Jehoshaphat.

11Also some of the Philistines brought Jehoshaphat presents and silver as tribute; and the Arabians brought him flocks, seven thousand seven hundred rams and seven thousand seven hundred male goats.

12So Jehoshaphat became increasingly powerful, and he built fortresses and storage cities in Judah.

13He had much property in the cities of Judah; and the men of war, mighty men of valor, were in Jerusalem.

14These are their numbers, according to their fathers’ houses. Of Judah, the captains of thousands: Adnah the captain, and with him three hundred thousand mighty men of valor;

15and next to him was Jehohanan the captain, and with him two hundred and eighty thousand;

16and next to him was Amasiah the son of Zichri, Rwho willingly offered himself to the LORD, and with him two hundred thousand mighty men of valor.

17Of Benjamin: Eliada a mighty man of valor, and with him two hundred thousand men armed with bow and shield;

18and next to him was Jehozabad, and with him one hundred and eighty thousand prepared for war.

19These served the king, besides Rthose the king put in the fortified cities throughout all Judah.




CHAPTER 18

Alliance with Ahab––1 Kin. 22:2–35

1Jehoshaphat Rhad riches and honor in abundance; and by marriage he Rallied himself with Ahab.

2After some years he went down to visit Ahab in Samaria; and Ahab killed sheep and oxen in abundance for him and the people who were with him, and persuaded him to go up with him to Ramoth Gilead.

3So Ahab king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, “Will you go with me against Ramoth Gilead?” And he answered him, “I am as you are, and my people as your people; we will be with you in the war.”

4Also Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, R“Please inquire for the word of the LORD today.”

5Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets together, four hundred men, and said to them, “Shall we go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or shall I refrain?” So they said, “Go up, for God will deliver it into the king’s hand.”

6But Jehoshaphat said, “Is there not still a prophet of the LORD here, that we may inquire of RHim?”*

7So the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “There is still one man by whom we may inquire of the LORD; but I hate him, because he never prophesies good concerning me, but always evil. He is Micaiah the son of Imla.” And Jehoshaphat said, “Let not the king say such things!”

8Then the king of Israel called one of his officers and said, “Bring Micaiah the son of Imla quickly!”

9The king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah, clothed in their robes, sat each on his throne; and they sat at a threshing floor at the entrance of the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied before them.

10Now Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah had made Rhorns of iron for himself; and he said, “Thus says the LORD: ‘With these you shall gore the Syrians until they are destroyed.’ ”

11And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, “Go up to Ramoth Gilead and prosper, for the LORD will deliver it into the king’s hand.”

12Then the messenger who had gone to call Micaiah spoke to him, saying, “Now listen, the words of the prophets with one accord encourage the king. Therefore please let your word be like the word of one of them, and speak encouragement.”

13And Micaiah said, “As the LORD lives, whatever my God says, that I will speak.”

14Then he came to the king; and the king said to him, “Micaiah, shall we go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or shall I refrain?” And he said, “Go and prosper, and they shall be delivered into your hand!”

15So the king said to him, “How many times shall I make you swear that you tell me nothing but the truth in the name of the LORD?”

16Then he said, “I saw all Israel Rscattered on the mountains, as sheep that have no Rshepherd. And the LORD said, ‘These have no master. Let each return to his house in peace.’ ”

17And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Did I not tell you he would not prophesy good concerning me, but evil?”

18Then Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven standing on His right hand and His left.

19“And the LORD said, ‘Who will persuade Ahab king of Israel to go up, that he may fall at Ramoth Gilead?’ So one spoke in this manner, and another spoke in that manner.

20“Then a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD, and said, ‘I will persuade him.’ The LORD said to him, ‘In what way?’

21“So he said, ‘I will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’ And the LORD said, ‘You shall persuade him and also prevail; go out and do so.’

22“Therefore look! RThe LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouth of these prophets of yours, and the LORD has declared disaster against you.”

23Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah went near and struck Micaiah on the cheek, and said, “Which way did the spirit from the LORD go from me to speak to you?”

24And Micaiah said, “Indeed you shall see on that day when you go into an inner chamber to hide!”

25Then the king of Israel said, “Take Micaiah, and return him to Amon the governor of the city and to Joash the king’s son;

26“and say, ‘Thus says the king: R“Put this fellow in prison, and feed him with bread of affliction and water of affliction, until I return in peace.” ’ ”

27But Micaiah said, “If you ever return in peace, the LORD has not spoken by me.” And he said, “Take heed, all you people!”

28So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to Ramoth Gilead.

29And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “I will Rdisguise myself and go into battle; but you put on your robes.” So the king of Israel disguised himself, and they went into battle.

30Now the king of Syria had commanded the captains of the chariots who were with him, saying, “Fight with no one small or great, but only with the king of Israel.”

31So it was, when the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that they said, “It is the king of Israel!” Therefore they surrounded him to attack; but Jehoshaphat cried out, and the LORD helped him, and God diverted them from him.

32For so it was, when the captains of the chariots saw that it was not the king of Israel, that they turned back from pursuing him.

33Now a certain man drew a bow at random, and struck the king of Israel between the joints of his armor. So he said to the driver of his chariot, “Turn around and take me out of the battle, for I am wounded.”

34The battle increased that day, and the king of Israel propped himself up in his chariot facing the Syrians until evening; and about the time of sunset he died.




CHAPTER 19

1Then Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned safely to his house in Jerusalem.

2And Jehu the son of Hanani Rthe seer went out to meet him, and said to King Jehoshaphat, “Should you help the wicked and love those who hate the LORD? Therefore the wrath of the LORD is upon you.

3“Nevertheless Rgood things are found in you, in that you have removed the wooden images from the land, and have prepared your heart to seek God.”

4So Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem; and he went out again among the people from Beersheba to the mountains of Ephraim, and brought them back to the LORD God of their Rfathers.

Organization of the Kingdom

5Then he set Rjudges in the land throughout all the fortified cities of Judah, city by city, 

6and said to the judges, “Take heed to what you are doing, for Ryou do not judge for man but for the LORD, Rwho is with you in the judgment.

7“Now therefore, let the fear of the LORD be upon you; take care and do it, for Rthere is no iniquity with the LORD our God, no partiality, nor taking of bribes.”

8Moreover in Jerusalem, for the judgment of the LORD and for controversies, Jehoshaphat appointed some of the Levites and priests, and some of the chief fathers of Israel, when they returned to Jerusalem.*

9And he commanded them, saying, “Thus you shall act Rin the fear of the LORD, faithfully and with a loyal heart:

10R“Whatever case comes to you from your brethren who dwell in their cities, whether of bloodshed or offenses against law or commandment, against statutes or ordinances, you shall warn them, lest they trespass against the LORD and Rwrath come upon Ryou and your brethren. Do this, and you will not be guilty.

11“And take notice: RAmariah the chief priest is over you Rin all matters of the LORD; and Zebadiah the son of Ishmael, the ruler of the house of Judah, for all the king’s matters; also the Levites will be officials before you. Behave courageously, and the LORD will be with the good.”




CHAPTER 20

Victory over Moab and Ammon

1It happened after this that the people of Moab with the people of Ammon, and others with them besides the Ammonites, * came to battle against Jehoshaphat.

2Then some came and told Jehoshaphat, saying, “A great multitude is coming against you from beyond the sea, from Syria;* and they are Rin Hazazon Tamar” (which is REn Gedi).

3And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to Rseek the LORD, and Rproclaimed a fast throughout all Judah.

4So Judah gathered together to ask help from the LORD; and from all the cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD.

5Then Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the LORD, before the new court, 

6and said: “O LORD God of our fathers, are You not RGod in heaven, and Rdo You not rule over all the kingdoms of the nations, and Rin Your hand is there not power and might, so that no one is able to withstand You?

7“Are You not Rour God, who drove out the inhabitants of this land before Your people Israel, and gave it to the descendants of Abraham Your friend forever?

8“And they dwell in it, and have built You a sanctuary in it for Your name, saying, 

9R‘If disaster comes upon us—sword, judgment, pestilence, or famine—we will stand before this temple and in Your presence (for Your Rname is in this temple), and cry out to You in our affliction, and You will hear and save.’

10“And now, here are the people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir—whom You would not let Israel invade when they came out of the land of Egypt, but they turned from them and did not destroy them—

11“here they are, rewarding us Rby coming to throw us out of Your possession which You have given us to inherit.

12“O our God, will You not Rjudge them? For we have no power against this great multitude that is coming against us; nor do we know what to do, but Rour eyes are upon You.”

13Now all Judah, with their little ones, their wives, and their children, stood before the LORD.

14Then Rthe Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the midst of the assembly.

15And he said, “Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you, King Jehoshaphat! Thus says the LORD to you: ‘Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of this great multitude, Rfor the battle is not yours, but God’s.

16‘Tomorrow go down against them. They will surely come up by the Ascent of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the brook before the Wilderness of Jeruel.

17R‘You will not need to fight in this battle. Position yourselves, stand still and see the salvation of the LORD, who is with you, O Judah and Jerusalem!’ Do not fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go out against them, Rfor the LORD is with you.”

18And Jehoshaphat Rbowed his head with his face to the ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem bowed before the LORD, worshiping the LORD.

19Then the Levites of the children of the Kohathites and of the children of the Korahites stood up to praise the LORD God of Israel with voices loud and high.

20So they rose early in the morning and went out into the Wilderness of Tekoa; and as they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the LORD your God, and you shall be established; believe His prophets, and you shall prosper.”

21And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who should sing to the LORD, Rand who should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army and were saying:

R“Praise the LORD, 

For His mercy endures forever.”*

22Now when they began to sing and to praise, Rthe LORD set ambushes against the people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; and they were defeated.

23For the people of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of Mount Seir to utterly kill and destroy them. And when they Thad made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, Rthey helped to destroy one another.

24So when Judah came to a place overlooking the wilderness, they looked toward the multitude; and there were their dead bodies, fallen on the earth. No one had escaped.

25When Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away their spoil, they found among them an abundance of valuables on the dead bodies, * and precious jewelry, which they stripped off for themselves, more than they could carry away; and they were three days gathering the spoil because there was so much.

26And on the fourth day they assembled in the Valley of Berachah, for there they blessed the LORD; therefore the name of that place was called The Valley of Berachah* until this day.

27Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, with Jehoshaphat in front of them, to go back to Jerusalem with joy, for the LORD had Rmade them rejoice over their enemies.

28So they came to Jerusalem, with stringed instruments and harps and trumpets, to the house of the LORD.

29And Rthe fear of God was on all the kingdoms of those countries when they heard that the LORD had fought against the enemies of Israel.

30Then the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet, for his God gave him rest all around.

Summary of the Reign of Jehoshaphat 1 Kin. 22:41–45

31RSo Jehoshaphat was king over Judah. He was thirty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned twenty-five years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi.

32And he walked in the way of his father Asa, and did not turn aside from it, doing what was right in the sight of the LORD.

33Nevertheless Rthe high places were not taken away, for as yet the people had not Rdirected their hearts to the God of their fathers.

34Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, first and last, indeed they are written in the book of Jehu the son of Hanani, which is mentioned in the book of the kings of Israel.

The Sin and Death of Jehoshaphat 1 Kin. 22:48

35After this RJehoshaphat king of Judah allied himself with Ahaziah king of Israel, who acted very wickedly.

36And he allied himself with him Rto make ships to go to Tarshish, and they made the ships in Ezion Geber.

37But Eliezer the son of Dodavah of Mareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat, saying, “Because you have allied yourself with Ahaziah, the LORD has destroyed your works.” Then the ships were wrecked, so that they were not able to go to Tarshish.




CHAPTER 21

Evaluation of Jehoram 1 Kin. 22:50; 2 Kin. 8:17–19

1And RJehoshaphat rested with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the City of David. Then Jehoram his son reigned in his place.

2He had brothers, the sons of Jehoshaphat: Azariah, Jehiel, Zechariah, Azaryahu, Michael, and Shephatiah; all these were the sons of Jehoshaphat king of Israel.

3Their father gave them great gifts of silver and gold and precious things, with fortified cities in Judah; but he gave the kingdom to Jehoram, because he was the firstborn.

4Now when Jehoram Twas established over the kingdom of his father, he strengthened himself and killed all his brothers with the sword, and also others of the princes of Israel.

5RJehoram was thirty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem.

6And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, just as the house of Ahab had done, for he had the daughter of Ahab as a wife; and he did evil in the sight of the LORD.

7Yet the LORD would not destroy the house of David, because of the Rcovenant that He had made with David, and since He had promised to give a lamp to him and to his Rsons forever.

Revolt by Edom and Libnah––2 Kin. 8:20–22

8RIn his days Edom revolted against Judah’s authority, and made a king over themselves.

9So Jehoram went out with his officers, and all his chariots with him. And he rose by night and attacked the Edomites who had surrounded him and the captains of the chariots.

10Thus Edom has been in revolt against Judah’s authority to this day. At that time Libnah revolted against his rule, because he had forsaken the LORD God of his fathers.

11Moreover he made high places in the mountains of Judah, and caused the inhabitants of Jerusalem to Rcommit harlotry, and led Judah astray.

Warning of Elijah

12And a letter came to him from Elijah the prophet, saying, 

Thus says the LORD God of your father David:

Because you have not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat your father, or in the ways of Asa king of Judah, 

13but have walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and have made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to play the harlot like the Rharlotry of the house of Ahab, and also have killed your brothers, those of your father’s household, who were better than yourself, 

14behold, the LORD will strike your people with a serious affliction—your children, your wives, and all your possessions;

15and you will become very sick with a Rdisease of your intestines, until your intestines come out by reason of the sickness, day by day.

Invasion by Philistia and Arabia

16Moreover the LORD stirred up against Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines and the Arabians who were near the Ethiopians.

17And they came up into Judah and invaded it, and carried away all the possessions that were found in the king’s house, and also his sons and his wives, so that there was not a son left to him except Jehoahaz, * the youngest of his sons.

Death of Jehoram

18After all this the LORD struck him in his intestines with an incurable disease.

19Then it happened in the course of time, after the end of two years, that his intestines came out because of his sickness; so he died in severe pain. And his people made no Tburning for him, like Rthe burning for his fathers.

20He was thirty-two years old when he became king. He reigned in Jerusalem eight years and, to no one’s sorrow, departed. However they buried him in the City of David, but not in the tombs of the kings.




CHAPTER 22

The Reign of Ahaziah 2 Kin. 8:27–29; 9:15, 16, 27, 28; 10:12–14

1Then the inhabitants of Jerusalem made RAhaziah his youngest son king in his place, for the raiders who came with the Arabians into the camp had killed all the older sons. So Ahaziah the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, reigned.

2Ahaziah was forty-two* years old when he became king, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Athaliah the granddaughter of Omri.

3He also walked in the ways of the house of Ahab, for his mother advised him to do wickedly.

4Therefore he did evil in the sight of the LORD, like the house of Ahab; for they were his counselors after the death of his father, to his destruction.

5He also followed their advice, and went with Jehoram* the son of Ahab king of Israel to war against Hazael king of Syria at Ramoth Gilead; and the Syrians wounded Joram.

6RThen he returned to Jezreel to recover from the wounds which he had received at Ramah, when he fought against Hazael king of Syria. And Azariah* the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, went down to see Jehoram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick.

7His going to Joram was God’s occasion for Ahaziah’s downfall; for when he arrived, he went out with Jehoram against Jehu the son of Nimshi, whom the LORD had anointed to cut off the house of Ahab.

8And it happened, when Jehu was Rexecuting judgment on the house of Ahab, and Rfound the princes of Judah and the sons of Ahaziah’s brothers who served Ahaziah, that he killed them.

9RThen he searched for Ahaziah; and they caught him (he was hiding in Samaria), and brought him to Jehu. When they had killed him, they buried him, “because, ” they said, “he is the son of RJehoshaphat, who sought the LORD with all his heart.” So the house of Ahaziah had no one to assume power over the kingdom.

The Reign of Athaliah––2 Kin. 11:1–16

10RNow when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she arose and destroyed all the royal heirs of the house of Judah.

11But Jehoshabeath, * the daughter of the king, took RJoash the son of Ahaziah, and stole him away from among the king’s sons who were being murdered, and put him and his nurse in a bedroom. So Jehoshabeath, the daughter of King Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada the priest (for she was the sister of Ahaziah), hid him from Athaliah so that she did not kill him.

12And he was hidden with them in the house of God for six years, while Athaliah reigned over the land.




CHAPTER 23

1In the seventh year Jehoiada strengthened himself, and made a covenant with the captains of hundreds: Azariah the son of Jeroham, Ishmael the son of Jehohanan, Azariah the son of Obed, Maaseiah the son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat the son of Zichri.

2And they went throughout Judah and gathered the Levites from all the cities of Judah, and the Rchief fathers of Israel, and they came to Jerusalem.

3Then all the assembly made a covenant with the king in the house of God. And he said to them, “Behold, the king’s son shall reign, as the LORD has Rsaid of the sons of David.

4“This is what you shall do: One-third of you Rentering on the Sabbath, of the priests and the Levites, shall be keeping watch over the doors;

5“one-third shall be at the king’s house; and one-third at the Gate of the Foundation. All the people shall be in the courts of the house of the LORD.

6“But let no one come into the house of the LORD except the priests and Rthose of the Levites who serve. They may go in, for they are holy; but all the people shall keep the watch of the LORD.

7“And the Levites shall surround the king on all sides, every man with his weapons in his hand; and whoever comes into the house, let him be put to death. You are to be with the king when he comes in and when he goes out.”

8So the Levites and all Judah did according to all that Jehoiada the priest commanded. And each man took his men who were to be on duty on the Sabbath, with those who were going off duty on the Sabbath; for Jehoiada the priest had not dismissed Rthe divisions.

9And Jehoiada the priest gave to the captains of hundreds the spears and the large and small shields which had belonged to King David, that were in the temple of God.

10Then he set all the people, every man with his weapon in his hand, from the right side of the temple to the left side of the temple, along by the altar and by the temple, all around the king.

11And they brought out the king’s son, put the crown on him, Rgave him the Testimony, * and made him king. Then Jehoiada and his sons anointed him, and said, “Long live the king!”

12Now when RAthaliah heard the noise of the people running and praising the king, she came to the people in the temple of the LORD.

13When she looked, there was the king standing by his pillar at the entrance; and the leaders and the trumpeters were by the king. All the people of the land were rejoicing and blowing trumpets, also the singers with musical instruments, and Rthose who led in praise. So Athaliah tore her clothes and said, “Treason! Treason!”

14And Jehoiada the priest brought out the captains of hundreds who were set over the army, and said to them, “Take her outside under guard, and slay with the sword whoever follows her.” For the priest had said, “Do not kill her in the house of the LORD.”

15So they seized her; and she went by way of the entrance of the Horse Gate into the king’s house, and they killed her there.

Revival of Jehoiada––2 Kin. 11:17–20

16Then Jehoiada made a covenant between himself, the people, and the king, that they should be the LORD’s people.

17And all the people went to the temple* of Baal, and tore it down. They broke in pieces its altars and images, and killed Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars.

18Also Jehoiada appointed the oversight of the house of the LORD to the hand of the priests, the Levites, whom David had assigned in the house of the LORD, to offer the burnt offerings of the LORD, as it is written in the Law of Moses, with rejoicing and with singing, as it was established by David.

19And he set the gatekeepers at the gates of the house of the LORD, so that no one who was in any way unclean should enter.

20RThen he took the captains of hundreds, the nobles, the governors of the people, and all the people of the land, and brought the king down from the house of the LORD; and they went through the Upper Gate to the king’s house, and set the king on the throne of the kingdom.

21So all the people of the land rejoiced; and the city was quiet, for they had slain Athaliah with the sword.




CHAPTER 24

Evaluation of Joash––2 Kin. 11:21–12:2

1Joash Rwas seven years old when he became king, and he reigned forty years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Zibiah of Beersheba.

2Joash Rdid what was right in the sight of the LORD all the days of Jehoiada the priest.

3And Jehoiada took two wives for him, and he had sons and daughters.

Repair of the Temple––2 Kin. 12:4–16

4Now it happened after this that Joash set his heart on repairing the house of the LORD.

5Then he gathered the priests and the Levites, and said to them, “Go out to the cities of Judah, and gather from all Israel money to repair the house of your God from year to year, and see that you do it quickly.” However the Levites did not do it quickly.

6RSo the king called Jehoiada the chief priest, and said to him, “Why have you not required the Levites to bring in from Judah and from Jerusalem the collection, according to the commandment of Moses the servant of the LORD and of the assembly of Israel, for the tabernacle of witness?”

7For the sons of Athaliah, that wicked woman, had broken into the house of God, and had also presented all the dedicated things of the house of the LORD to the Baals.

8Then at the king’s command Rthey made a chest, and set it outside at the gate of the house of the LORD.

9And they made a proclamation throughout Judah and Jerusalem to bring to the LORD Rthe collection that Moses the servant of God had imposed on Israel in the wilderness.

10Then all the leaders and all the people rejoiced, brought their contributions, and put them into the chest until all had given.

11So it was, at that time, when the chest was brought to the king’s official by the hand of the Levites, and Rwhen they saw that there was much money, that the king’s scribe and the high priest’s officer came and emptied the chest, and took it and returned it to its place. Thus they did day by day, and gathered money in abundance.

12The king and Jehoiada gave it to those who did the work of the service of the house of the LORD; and they hired masons and carpenters to repair the house of the LORD, and also those who worked in iron and bronze to restore the house of the LORD.

13So the workmen labored, and the work was completed by them; they restored the house of God to its original condition and reinforced it.

14When they had finished, they brought the rest of the money before the king and Jehoiada; Rthey made from it articles for the house of the LORD, articles for serving and offering, spoons and vessels of gold and silver. And they offered burnt offerings in the house of the LORD continually all the days of Jehoiada.

Death of Jehoiada

15But Jehoiada grew old and was full of days, and he died; he was one hundred and thirty years old when he died.

16And they buried him in the City of David among the kings, because he had done good in Israel, both toward God and His house.

Murder of Jehoiada’s Son

17Now after the death of Jehoiada the leaders of Judah came and bowed down to the king. And the king listened to them.

18Therefore they left the house of the LORD God of their fathers, and served Rwooden images and idols; and Rwrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem because of their trespass.

19Yet He sent prophets to them, to bring them back to the LORD; and they testified against them, but they would not listen.

20Then the Spirit of God came upon RZechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, who stood above the people, and said to them, “Thus says God: R‘Why do you transgress the commandments of the LORD, so that you cannot prosper? RBecause you have forsaken the LORD, He also has forsaken you.’ ”

21So they conspired against him, and at the command of the king they Rstoned him with stones in the court of the house of the LORD.

22Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness which Jehoiada his Tfather had done to him, but killed his son; and as he died, he said, “The LORD look on it, and Rrepay!”

Destruction of Judah by Syria

23So it happened in the spring of the year that Rthe army of Syria came up against him; and they came to Judah and Jerusalem, and destroyed all the leaders of the people from among the people, and sent all their Tspoil to the king of Damascus.

24For the army of the Syrians Rcame with a small company of men; but the LORD Rdelivered a very great army into their hand, because they had forsaken the LORD God of their fathers. So they executed judgment against Joash.

Death of Joash––2 Kin. 12:20, 21

25And when they had withdrawn from him (for they left him severely wounded), Rhis own servants conspired against him because of the blood of the sons* of Jehoiada the priest, and killed him on his bed. So he died. And they buried him in the City of David, but they did not bury him in the tombs of the kings.

26These are the ones who conspired against him: Zabad* the son of Shimeath the Ammonitess, and Jehozabad the son of Shimrith* the Moabitess.

27Now concerning his sons, and the many oracles about him, and the repairing of the house of God, indeed they are written in the annals of the book of the kings. Then Amaziah his son reigned in his place.




CHAPTER 25

Evaluation of Amaziah––2 Kin. 14:1–6

1Amaziah Rwas twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem.

2And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, but not with a loyal heart.

3RNow it happened, as soon as the kingdom was established for him, that he executed his servants who had murdered his father the king.

4However he did not execute their children, but did as it is written in the Law in the Book of Moses, where the LORD commanded, saying, “The fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor shall the children be put to death for their fathers; but a person shall die for his own sin.”*

Victory over Edom

5Moreover Amaziah gathered Judah together and set over them captains of thousands and captains of hundreds, according to their fathers’ houses, throughout all Judah and Benjamin; and he numbered them Rfrom twenty years old and above, and found them to be three hundred thousand choice men, able to go to war, who could handle spear and shield.

6He also hired one hundred thousand mighty men of valor from Israel for one hundred talents of silver.

7But a Rman of God came to him, saying, “O king, do not let the army of Israel go with you, for the LORD is not with Israel—not with any of the children of Ephraim.

8“But if you go, be gone! Be strong in battle! Even so, God shall make you fall before the enemy; for God has Rpower to help and to overthrow.”

9Then Amaziah said to the man of God, “But what shall we do about the hundred talents which I have given to the troops of Israel?” And the man of God answered, R“The LORD is able to give you much more than this.”

10So Amaziah discharged the troops that had come to him from Ephraim, to go back home. Therefore their anger was greatly aroused against Judah, and they returned home in great anger.

11Then Amaziah strengthened himself, and leading his people, he went to Rthe Valley of Salt and killed ten thousand of the people of Seir.

12Also the children of Judah took captive ten thousand alive, brought them to the top of the rock, and cast them down from the top of the rock, so that they all were dashed in pieces.

13But as for the soldiers of the army which Amaziah had discharged, so that they would not go with him to battle, they raided the cities of Judah from Samaria to Beth Horon, killed three thousand in them, and took much Tspoil.

Idolatry of Amaziah

14Now it was so, after Amaziah came from the slaughter of the Edomites, that he brought the gods of the people of Seir, set them up to be his gods, and bowed down before them and burned incense to them.

15Therefore the anger of the LORD was aroused against Amaziah, and He sent him a prophet who said to him, “Why have you sought Rthe gods of the people, which Rcould not rescue their own people from your hand?”

16So it was, as he talked with him, that the king said to him, “Have we made you the king’s counselor? Cease! Why should you be killed?” Then the prophet ceased, and said, “I know that God has Rdetermined to destroy you, because you have done this and have not heeded my advice.”

Defeat of Judah by Israel––2 Kin. 14:8–14

17Now Amaziah king of Judah asked advice and sent to Joash* the son of Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, “Come, let us face one another in battle.”

18And Joash king of Israel sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, “The thistle that was in Lebanon sent to the cedar that was in Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your daughter to my son as wife’; and a wild beast that was in Lebanon passed by and trampled the thistle.

19“Indeed you say that you have defeated the Edomites, and your heart is lifted up to Rboast. Stay at home now; why should you meddle with trouble, that you should fall—you and Judah with you?”

20But Amaziah would not heed, for it came from God, that He might give them into the hand of their enemies, because they Rsought the gods of Edom.

21So Joash king of Israel went out; and he and Amaziah king of Judah faced one another at RBeth Shemesh, which belongs to Judah.

22And Judah was defeated by Israel, and every man fled to his tent.

23Then Joash the king of Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Joash, the son of RJehoahaz, at Beth Shemesh; and he brought him to Jerusalem, and broke down the wall of Jerusalem from the Gate of Ephraim to the Corner Gate—four hundred cubits.

24And he took all the gold and silver, all the articles that were found in the house of God with Obed-Edom, the treasures of the king’s house, and hostages, and returned to Samaria.

Death of Amaziah––2 Kin. 14:17–20

25Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, lived fifteen years after the death of Joash the son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel.

26Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah, from first to last, indeed are they not written in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel?

27After the time that Amaziah turned away from following the LORD, they made a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem, and he fled to Lachish; but they sent after him to Lachish and killed him there.

28Then they brought him on horses and buried him with his fathers in Tthe City of Judah.




CHAPTER 26

Evaluation of Uzziah 2 Kin. 14:21, 22; 15:1–3

1Now all the people of Judah took Uzziah, * who was sixteen years old, and made him king instead of his father Amaziah.

2He built Elath* and restored it to Judah, after the king rested with his fathers.

3Uzziah was sixteen years old when he became king, and he reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jecholiah of Jerusalem.

4And he did what was Rright in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father Amaziah had done.

5He sought God in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding in the visions* of God; and as long as he sought the LORD, God made him prosper.

Victories of Uzziah

6Now he went out and Rmade war against the Philistines, and broke down the wall of Gath, the wall of Jabneh, and the wall of Ashdod; and he built cities around Ashdod and among the Philistines.

7God helped him against Rthe Philistines, against the Arabians who lived in Gur Baal, and against the Meunites.

8Also the Ammonites Rbrought tribute to Uzziah. His fame spread as far as the entrance of Egypt, for he became exceedingly strong.

9And Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the RCorner Gate, at the Valley Gate, and at the corner buttress of the wall; then he fortified them.

10Also he built towers in the desert. He dug many wells, for he had much livestock, both in the lowlands and in the plains; he also had farmers and vinedressers in the mountains and in TCarmel, for he loved the soil.

11Moreover Uzziah had an army of fighting men who went out to war by companies, according to the number on their roll as prepared by Jeiel the scribe and Maaseiah the officer, under the hand of Hananiah, one of the king’s captains.

12The total number of chief officers* of the mighty men of valor was two thousand six hundred.

13And under their authority was an army of three hundred and seven thousand five hundred, that made war with mighty power, to help the king against the enemy.

14Then Uzziah prepared for them, for the entire army, shields, spears, helmets, body armor, bows, and slings to cast stones.

15And he made devices in Jerusalem, invented by Rskillful men, to be on the towers and the corners, to shoot arrows and large stones. So his fame spread far and wide, for he was marvelously helped till he became strong.

Sinful Offering of Uzziah

16But Rwhen he was strong his heart was lifted up, to his destruction, for he transgressed against the LORD his God by entering the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense.

17So RAzariah the priest went in after him, and with him were eighty priests of the LORD—valiant men.

18And they withstood King Uzziah, and said to him, “It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the LORD, but for the priests, the sons of Aaron, who are consecrated to burn incense. Get out of the sanctuary, for you have trespassed! You shall have no honor from the LORD God.”

19Then Uzziah became furious; and he had a censer in his hand to burn incense. And while he was angry with the priests, Rleprosy broke out on his forehead, before the priests in the house of the LORD, beside the incense altar.

20And Azariah the chief priest and all the priests looked at him, and there, on his forehead, he was leprous; so they thrust him out of that place. Indeed he also hurried to get out, because the LORD had struck him.

21RKing Uzziah was a leper until the day of his death. He dwelt in an Risolated house, because he was a leper; for he was cut off from the house of the LORD. Then Jotham his son was over the king’s house, judging the people of the land.

Death of Uzziah––2 Kin. 15:7

22Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, from first to last, the prophet RIsaiah the son of Amoz wrote.

23RSo Uzziah rested with his fathers, and they buried him with his fathers in the field of burial which belonged to the kings, for they said, “He is a leper.” Then Jotham his son reigned in his place.




CHAPTER 27

The Reign of Jotham––2 Kin. 15:33–38

1 Jotham was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jerushah* the daughter of Zadok.

2And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father Uzziah had done (although he did not enter the temple of the LORD). But still Rthe people acted corruptly.

3He built the Upper Gate of the house of the LORD, and he built extensively on the wall of ROphel.

4Moreover he built cities in the mountains of Judah, and in the forests he built fortresses and towers.

5He also fought with the king of the RAmmonites and defeated them. And the people of Ammon gave him in that year one hundred talents of silver, ten thousand kors of wheat, and ten thousand of barley. The people of Ammon paid this to him in the second and third years also.

6So Jotham became mighty, because he prepared his ways before the LORD his God.

7Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all his wars and his ways, indeed they are written in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah.

8He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem.

9So Jotham rested with his fathers, and they buried him in the City of David. Then RAhaz his son reigned in his place. 




CHAPTER 28

Evaluation of Ahaz––2 Kin. 16:1–4

1Ahaz Rwas twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem; and he did not do what was right in the sight of the LORD, as his father David had done.

2For he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, and made Rmolded images for Rthe Baals.

3He burned incense in Rthe Valley of the Son of Hinnom, and burned his children in the fire, according to the abominations of the nations whom the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel.

4And he sacrificed and burned incense on the Thigh places, on the hills, and under every green tree.

Defeat of Judah––2 Kin. 16:5–8; Is. 7:1

5Therefore Rthe LORD his God delivered him into the hand of the king of Syria. They defeated him, and carried away a great multitude of them as captives, and brought them to Damascus. Then he was also delivered into the hand of the king of Israel, who defeated him with a great slaughter.

6For Pekah the son of Remaliah killed one hundred and twenty thousand in Judah in one day, all valiant men, because they had forsaken the LORD God of their fathers.

7Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, killed Maaseiah the king’s son, Azrikam the officer over the house, and Elkanah who was second to the king.

8And the children of Israel carried away captive of their Rbrethren two hundred thousand women, sons, and daughters; and they also took away much spoil from them, and brought the spoil to Samaria.

9But a Rprophet of the LORD was there, whose name was Oded; and he went out before the army that came to Samaria, and said to them: “Look, Rbecause the LORD God of your fathers was angry with Judah, He has delivered them into your hand; but you have killed them in a rage that Rreaches up to heaven.

10“And now you propose to force the children of Judah and Jerusalem to be your male and female slaves; but are you not also guilty before the LORD your God?

11“Now hear me, therefore, and return the captives, whom you have taken captive from your brethren, Rfor the fierce wrath of the LORD is upon you.”

12Then some of the heads of the children of Ephraim, Azariah the son of Johanan, Berechiah the son of Meshillemoth, Jehizkiah the son of Shallum, and Amasa the son of Hadlai, stood up against those who came from the war, 

13and said to them, “You shall not bring the captives here, for we already have offended the LORD. You intend to add to our sins and to our guilt; for our guilt is great, and there is fierce wrath against Israel.”

14So the armed men left the captives and the Tspoil before the leaders and all the assembly.

15Then the men who were designated by name rose up and took the captives, and from the spoil they clothed all who were naked among them, dressed them and gave them sandals, gave them food and drink, and anointed them; and they let all the feeble ones ride on donkeys. So they brought them to their brethren at Jericho, the city of palm trees. Then they returned to Samaria.

16RAt the same time King Ahaz sent to the kings* of Assyria to help him.

17For again the Edomites had come, attacked Judah, and carried away captives.

18RThe Philistines also had invaded the cities of the lowland and of the South of Judah, and had taken Beth Shemesh, Aijalon, Gederoth, Sochoh with its villages, Timnah with its villages, and Gimzo with its villages; and they dwelt there.

19For the LORD brought Judah low because of Ahaz king of Israel, for he had encouraged moral decline in Judah and had been continually unfaithful to the LORD.

20Also RTiglath-Pileser* king of Assyria came to him and distressed him, and did not assist him.

21For Ahaz took part of the treasures from the house of the LORD, from the house of the king, and from the leaders, and he gave it to the king of Assyria; but he did not help him.

Idolatry of Ahaz––2 Kin. 16:12

22Now in the time of his distress King Ahaz became increasingly unfaithful to the LORD. This is that King Ahaz.

23For Rhe sacrificed to the gods of Damascus which had defeated him, saying, “Because the gods of the kings of Syria help them, I will sacrifice to them Rthat they may help me.” But they were the ruin of him and of all Israel.

24So Ahaz gathered the articles of the house of God, cut in pieces the articles of the house of God, shut up the doors of the house of the LORD, and made for himself altars in every corner of Jerusalem.

25And in every single city of Judah he made Thigh places to burn incense to other gods, and provoked to anger the LORD God of his fathers.

Death of Ahaz––2 Kin. 16:20

26RNow the rest of his acts and all his ways, from first to last, indeed they are written in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel.

27So Ahaz rested with his fathers, and they buried him in the city, in Jerusalem; but they Rdid not bring him into the tombs of the kings of Israel. Then Hezekiah his son reigned in his place.




CHAPTER 29

Evaluation of Hezekiah––2 Kin. 18:2, 3

1Hezekiah Rbecame king when he was twenty-five years old, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Abijah* the daughter of Zechariah.

2And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father David had done.

Purification of the Temple

3In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he Ropened the doors of the house of the LORD and repaired them.

4Then he brought in the priests and the Levites, and gathered them in the East Square, 

5and said to them: “Hear me, Levites! Now sanctify yourselves, sanctify the house of the LORD God of your fathers, and carry out the rubbish from the holy place.

6“For our fathers have trespassed and done evil in the eyes of the LORD our God; they have forsaken Him, have turned their faces away from the dwelling place of the LORD, and turned their backs on Him.

7“They have also shut up the doors of the vestibule, put out the lamps, and have not burned incense or offered burnt offerings in the holy place to the God of Israel.

8“Therefore the wrath of the LORD fell upon Judah and Jerusalem, and He has given them up to trouble, to desolation, and to jeering, as you see with your eyes.

9“For indeed, because of this our fathers have fallen by the sword; and our sons, our daughters, and our wives are in captivity.

10“Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with the LORD God of Israel, that His fierce wrath may turn away from us.

11“My sons, do not be negligent now, for the LORD has Rchosen you to stand before Him, to serve Him, and that you should minister to Him and burn incense.”

12Then these Levites arose: RMahath the son of Amasai and Joel the son of Azariah, of the sons of the RKohathites; of the sons of Merari, Kish the son of Abdi and Azariah the son of Jehallelel; of the Gershonites, Joah the son of Zimmah and Eden the son of Joah;

13of the sons of Elizaphan, Shimri and Jeiel; of the sons of Asaph, Zechariah and Mattaniah;

14of the sons of Heman, Jehiel and Shimei; and of the sons of Jeduthun, Shemaiah and Uzziel.

15And they gathered their brethren, sanctified themselves, and went according to the commandment of the king, at the words of the LORD, to cleanse the house of the LORD.

16Then the priests went into the inner part of the house of the LORD to cleanse it, and brought out all the debris that they found in the temple of the LORD to the court of the house of the LORD. And the Levites took it out and carried it to the Brook RKidron.

17Now they began to sanctify on the first day of the first month, and on the eighth day of the month they came to the vestibule of the LORD. So they sanctified the house of the LORD in eight days, and on the sixteenth day of the first month they finished.

18Then they went in to King Hezekiah and said, “We have cleansed all the house of the LORD, the altar of burnt offerings with all its articles, and the table of the showbread with all its articles.

19“Moreover all the articles which King Ahaz in his reign had Rcast aside in his transgression we have prepared and Tsanctified; and there they are, before the altar of the LORD.”

Restoration of Temple Worship

20Then King Hezekiah rose early, gathered the rulers of the city, and went up to the house of the LORD.

21And they brought seven bulls, seven rams, seven lambs, and seven male goats for a Rsin offering for the kingdom, for the sanctuary, and for Judah. Then he commanded the priests, the sons of Aaron, to offer them on the altar of the LORD.

22So they killed the bulls, and the priests received the blood and Rsprinkled it on the altar. Likewise they killed the rams and sprinkled the blood on the altar. They also killed the lambs and sprinkled the blood on the altar.

23Then they brought out the male goats for the sin offering before the king and the assembly, and they laid their Rhands on them.

24And the priests killed them; and they presented their blood on the altar as a sin offering Rto make an atonement for all Israel, for the king commanded that the burnt offering and the sin offering be made for all Israel.

25RAnd he stationed the Levites in the house of the LORD with cymbals, with stringed instruments, and with harps, according to the commandment of David, of Gad the king’s seer, and of Nathan the prophet; for thus was the commandment of the LORD by His prophets.

26The Levites stood with the instruments Rof David, and the priests with Rthe trumpets.

27Then Hezekiah commanded them to offer the burnt offering on the altar. And when the burnt offering began, the song of the LORD also began, with the trumpets and with the instruments of David king of Israel.

28So all the assembly worshiped, the singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded; all this continued until the burnt offering was finished.

29And when they had finished offering, Rthe king and all who were present with him bowed and worshiped.

30Moreover King Hezekiah and the leaders commanded the Levites to sing praise to the LORD with the words of David and of Asaph the seer. So they sang praises with gladness, and they bowed their heads and worshiped.

31Then Hezekiah answered and said, “Now that you have consecrated yourselves to the LORD, come near, and bring sacrifices and thank offerings into the house of the LORD.” So the assembly brought in sacrifices and thank offerings, and as many as were of a willing heart brought burnt offerings.

32And the number of the burnt offerings which the assembly brought was seventy bulls, one hundred rams, and two hundred lambs; all these were for a burnt offering to the LORD.

33The consecrated things were six hundred bulls and three thousand sheep.

34But the priests were too few, so that they could not skin all the burnt offerings; therefore their brethren the Levites helped them until the work was ended and until the other priests had sanctified themselves, for the Levites were Rmore diligent in sanctifying themselves than the priests. 

35Also the burnt offerings were in abundance, with Rthe fat of the peace offerings and with the drink offerings for every burnt offering. So the service of the house of the LORD was set in order.

36Then Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced that God had prepared the people, since the events took place so suddenly.




CHAPTER 30

Celebration of the Passover

1And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah, and also wrote letters to Ephraim and Manasseh, that they should come to the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, to keep the Passover to the LORD God of Israel.

2For the king and his leaders and all the assembly in Jerusalem had agreed to keep the Passover in the second month.

3For they could not keep it Rat the regular time, * Rbecause a sufficient number of priests had not consecrated themselves, nor had the people gathered together at Jerusalem.

4And the matter pleased the king and all the assembly.

5So they resolved to make a proclamation throughout all Israel, from Beersheba to Dan, that they should come to keep the Passover to the LORD God of Israel at Jerusalem, since they had not done it for a long time in the prescribed manner.

6Then the Rrunners went throughout all Israel and Judah with the letters from the king and his leaders, and spoke according to the command of the king: “Children of Israel, Rreturn to the LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel; then He will return to the remnant of you who have escaped from the hand of the kings of Assyria.

7“And do not be like your fathers and your brethren, who trespassed against the LORD God of their fathers, so that He gave them up to desolation, as you see.

8“Now do not be Rstiff-necked, as your fathers were, but yield yourselves to the LORD; and enter His sanctuary, which He has sanctified forever, and serve the LORD your God, Rthat the fierceness of His wrath may turn away from you. 

9“For if you return to the LORD, your brethren and your children will be treated with Rcompassion by those who lead them captive, so that they may come back to this land; for the LORD your God is Rgracious and merciful, and will not turn His face from you if you return to Him.”

10So the runners passed from city to city through the country of Ephraim and Manasseh, as far as Zebulun; but Rthey laughed at them and mocked them.

11Nevertheless Rsome from Asher, Manasseh, and Zebulun humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem.

12Also Rthe hand of God was on Judah to give them singleness of heart to obey the command of the king and the leaders, Rat the word of the LORD.

13Now many people, a very great assembly, gathered at Jerusalem to keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread in the second month.

14They arose and took away the Raltars that were in Jerusalem, and they took away all the incense altars and cast them into the Brook RKidron.

15Then they slaughtered the Passover lambs on the fourteenth day of the second month. The priests and the Levites Twere Rashamed, and sanctified themselves, and brought the burnt offerings to the house of the LORD.

16They stood in their place according to their custom, according to the Law of Moses the man of God; the priests sprinkled the blood received from the hand of the Levites.

17For there were many in the assembly who had not sanctified themselves; therefore the Levites had charge of the slaughter of the Passover lambs for everyone who was not clean, to sanctify them to the LORD.

18For a multitude of the people, Rmany from Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves, Ryet they ate the Passover contrary to what was written. But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, “May the good LORD provide atonement for everyone

19“who Rprepares his heart to seek God, the LORD God of his fathers, though he is not cleansed according to the purification of the sanctuary.”

20And the LORD listened to Hezekiah and healed the people.

21So the children of Israel who were present at Jerusalem kept Rthe Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with great gladness; and the Levites and the priests praised the LORD day by day, singing to the LORD, accompanied by loud instruments.

22And Hezekiah gave encouragement to all the Levites Rwho taught the good knowledge of the LORD; and they ate throughout the feast seven days, offering peace offerings and Rmaking confession to the LORD God of their fathers.

Extra Feast Days

23Then the whole assembly agreed to keep the feast another seven days, and they kept it another seven days with gladness.

24For Hezekiah king of Judah Rgave to the assembly a thousand bulls and seven thousand sheep, and the leaders gave to the assembly a thousand bulls and ten thousand sheep; and a great number of priests Rsanctified themselves.

25The whole assembly of Judah rejoiced, also the priests and Levites, all the assembly that came from Israel, the sojourners Rwho came from the land of Israel, and those who dwelt in Judah.

26So there was great joy in Jerusalem, for since the time of RSolomon the son of David, king of Israel, there had been nothing like this in Jerusalem.

27Then the priests, the Levites, arose and Rblessed the people, and their voice was heard; and their prayer came up to His holy dwelling place, to heaven.




CHAPTER 31

Destruction of the Idols––2 Kin. 18:4

1Now when all this was finished, all Israel who were present went out to the cities of Judah and Rbroke the sacred pillars in pieces, cut down the wooden images, and threw down the Thigh places and the altars—from all Judah, Benjamin, Ephraim, and Manasseh—until they had utterly destroyed them all. Then all the children of Israel returned to their own cities, every man to his possession.

Contribution for the Priests and Levites

2And Hezekiah appointed Rthe divisions of the priests and the Levites according to their divisions, each man according to his service, the priests and Levites for burnt offerings and peace offerings, to serve, to give thanks, and to praise in the gates of the camp* of the LORD.

3The king also appointed a portion of his Rpossessions for the burnt offerings: for the morning and evening burnt offerings, the burnt offerings for the Sabbaths and the New Moons and the set feasts, as it is written in the Law of the LORD.

4Moreover he commanded the people who dwelt in Jerusalem to contribute RsupportT for the priests and the Levites, that they might devote themselves to Rthe Law of the LORD.

5As soon as the commandment was circulated, the children of Israel brought in abundance Rthe firstfruits of grain and wine, oil and honey, and of all the produce of the field; and they brought in abundantly the Rtithe of everything.

6And the children of Israel and Judah, who dwelt in the cities of Judah, brought the tithe of oxen and sheep; also the tithe of holy things which were consecrated to the LORD their God they laid in heaps.

7In the third month they began laying them in heaps, and they finished in the seventh month.

8And when Hezekiah and the leaders came and saw the heaps, they blessed the LORD and His people Israel.

9Then Hezekiah questioned the priests and the Levites concerning the heaps.

10And Azariah the chief priest, from the Rhouse of Zadok, answered him and said, “Since the people began to bring the offerings into the house of the LORD, we have had enough to eat and have plenty left, for the LORD has blessed His people; and what is left is this great abundance.”

Reorganization of the Priests and Levites

11Now Hezekiah commanded them to prepare RroomsT in the house of the LORD, and they prepared them.

12Then they faithfully brought in the offerings, the tithes, and the dedicated things; Cononiah the Levite had charge of them, and Shimei his brother was the next.

13Jehiel, Azaziah, Nahath, Asahel, Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel, Ismachiah, Mahath, and Benaiah were overseers under the hand of Cononiah and Shimei his brother, at the commandment of Hezekiah the king and Azariah the ruler of the house of God.

14Kore the son of Imnah the Levite, the keeper of the East Gate, was over the freewill offerings to God, to distribute the offerings of the LORD and the most holy things.

15And under him were REden, Miniamin, Jeshua, Shemaiah, Amariah, and Shecaniah, his faithful assistants in Rthe cities of the priests, to distribute allotments to their brethren by divisions, to the great as well as the small.

16Besides those males from three years old and up who were written in the genealogy, they distributed to everyone who entered the house of the LORD his daily portion for the work of his service, by his division, 

17and to the priests who were written in the genealogy according to their father’s house, and to the Levites Rfrom twenty years old and up according to their work, by their divisions, 

18and to all who were written in the genealogy—their little ones and their wives, their sons and daughters, the whole company of them—for in their faithfulness they sanctified themselves in holiness.

19Also for the sons of Aaron the priests, who were in Rthe fields of the common-lands of their cities, in every single city, there were men who were designated by name to distribute portions to all the males among the priests and to all who were listed by genealogies among the Levites.

20Thus Hezekiah did throughout all Judah, and he did what was good and right and true before the LORD his God.

21And in every work that he began in the service of the house of God, in the law and in the commandment, to seek his God, he did it with all his heart. So he prospered.




CHAPTER 32

Invasion by Assyria 2 Kin. 18:17––19:37; Is. 36:2––37:38

1After Rthese deeds of faithfulness, Sennacherib king of Assyria came and entered Judah; he encamped against the fortified cities, thinking to win them over to himself.

2And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come, and that his purpose was to make war against Jerusalem, 

3he consulted with his leaders and commanders* to stop the water from the springs which were outside the city; and they helped him.

4Thus many people gathered together who stopped all the Rsprings and the brook that ran through the land, saying, “Why should the kings* of Assyria come and find much water?”

5And Rhe strengthened himself, Rbuilt up all the wall that was broken, raised it up to the towers, and built another wall outside; also he repaired the Millo* in the City of David, and made weapons and shields in abundance.

6Then he set military captains over the people, gathered them together to him in the open square of the city gate, and Rgave them encouragement, saying, 

7R“Be strong and courageous; Rdo not be afraid nor dismayed before the king of Assyria, nor before all the multitude that is with him; for Rthere are more with us than with him.

8“With him is an Rarm of flesh; but Rwith us is the LORD our God, to help us and to fight our battles.” And the people were strengthened by the words of Hezekiah king of Judah.

9After this Sennacherib king of Assyria sent his servants to Jerusalem (but he and all the forces with him laid siege against Lachish), to Hezekiah king of Judah, and to all Judah who were in Jerusalem, saying, 

10R“Thus says Sennacherib king of Assyria: ‘In what do you trust, that you remain under siege in Jerusalem?

11‘Does not Hezekiah persuade you to give yourselves over to die by famine and by thirst, saying, R“The LORD our God will deliver us from the hand of the king of Assyria”?

12R‘Has not the same Hezekiah taken away His high places and His altars, and commanded Judah and Jerusalem, saying, “You shall worship before one altar and burn incense on Rit”?

13‘Do you not know what I and my fathers have done to all the peoples of other lands? RWere the gods of the nations of those lands in any way able to deliver their lands out of my hand?

14‘Who was there among all the gods of those nations that my fathers utterly destroyed that could deliver his people from my hand, that your God should be able to deliver you from my Rhand?

15‘Now therefore, Rdo not let Hezekiah deceive you or persuade you like this, and do not believe him; for no god of any nation or kingdom was able to deliver his people from my hand or the hand of my fathers. How much less will your God deliver you from my hand?’ ”

16Furthermore, his servants spoke against the LORD God and against His servant Hezekiah.

17He also wrote letters to revile the LORD God of Israel, and to speak against Him, saying, R“As the gods of the nations of other lands have not delivered their people from my hand, so the God of Hezekiah will not deliver His people from my hand.”

18Then they called out with a loud voice in Hebrew* to the people of Jerusalem who were on the wall, to frighten them and trouble them, that they might take the city.

19And they spoke against the God of Jerusalem, as against the gods of the people of the earth—the work of men’s hands.

20RNow because of this King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah, the son of Amoz, prayed and cried out to heaven.

21RThen the LORD sent an angel who cut down every mighty man of valor, leader, and captain in the camp of the king of Assyria. So he returned shamefaced to his own land. And when he had gone into the temple of his god, some of his own offspring struck him down with the sword there.

22Thus the LORD saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of Sennacherib the king of Assyria, and from the hand of all others, and guided them* on every side.

Restoration of Hezekiah 2 Kin. 20:1–11; Is. 38:1–8

23And many brought gifts to the LORD at Jerusalem, and Rpresents to Hezekiah king of Judah, so that he was exalted in the sight of all nations thereafter.

24In those days Hezekiah was sick and near death, and he prayed to the LORD; and He spoke to him and gave him a sign.

25But Hezekiah did not repay according to the favor shown him, for his heart was lifted up; therefore wrath was looming over him and over Judah and Jerusalem.

26RThen Hezekiah humbled himself for the pride of his heart, he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of the LORD did not come upon them Rin the days of Hezekiah.

Wealth of Hezekiah

27Hezekiah had very great riches and honor. And he made himself treasuries for silver, for gold, for precious stones, for spices, for shields, and for all kinds of desirable items;

28storehouses for the harvest of grain, wine, and oil; and stalls for all kinds of livestock, and folds for flocks.*

29Moreover he provided cities for himself, and possessions of flocks and herds in abundance; for RGod had given him very much property.

30RThis same Hezekiah also stopped the water outlet of Upper Gihon, and brought the water by tunnel* to the west side of the City of David. Hezekiah Rprospered in all his works.

Sin of Hezekiah––2 Kin. 20:12–19; Is. 39:1–8

31However, regarding the ambassadors of the princes of Babylon, whom they Rsent to him to inquire about the wonder that was done in the land, God withdrew from him, in order to Rtest him, that He might know all that was in his heart.

Death of Hezekiah––2 Kin. 20:20, 21

32Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and his goodness, indeed they are written in Rthe vision of Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, and in the Rbook of the kings of Judah and Israel.

33RSo Hezekiah rested with his fathers, and they buried him in the upper tombs of the sons of David; and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem Rhonored him at his death. Then Manasseh his son reigned in his place.




CHAPTER 33

The Reign of Manasseh––2 Kin. 21:1–9, 17, 18

1Manasseh Rwas twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem.

2But he did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to the Rabominations of the nations whom the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel.

3For he rebuilt the high places which Hezekiah his father had broken down; he raised up altars for the Baals, and made wooden images; and he worshiped all the host of heaven* and served them.

4He also built altars in the house of the LORD, of which the LORD had said, R“In Jerusalem shall My name be forever.”

5And he built altars for all the host of heaven Rin the two courts of the house of the LORD.

6Also he caused his sons to pass through the fire in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom; he practiced soothsaying, used witchcraft and sorcery, and consulted mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke Him to anger.

7He even set a carved image, the idol which he had made, in the house of God, of which God had said to David and to Solomon his son, “In this house and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I will put My name forever;

8“and I will not again remove the foot of Israel from the land which I have appointed for your fathers—only if they are careful to do all that I have commanded them, according to the whole law and the statutes and the ordinances by the hand of Moses.”

9So Manasseh seduced Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to do more evil than the nations whom the LORD had destroyed before the children of Israel.

10And the LORD spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they would not listen.





11RTherefore the LORD brought upon them the captains of the army of the king of Assyria, who took Manasseh with hooks, * Rbound him with bronze fetters, and carried him off to Babylon.

12Now when he was in affliction, he implored the LORD his God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers, 

13and prayed to Him; and He Rreceived his entreaty, heard his supplication, and brought him back to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh Rknew that the LORD was God.

14After this he built a wall outside the City of David on the west side of Gihon, in the valley, as far as the entrance of the Fish Gate; and it enclosed Ophel, and he raised it to a very great height. Then he put military captains in all the fortified cities of Judah.

15He took away Rthe foreign gods and the idol from the house of the LORD, and all the altars that he had built in the mount of the house of the LORD and in Jerusalem; and he cast them out of the city.

16He also repaired the altar of the LORD, sacrificed peace offerings and Rthank offerings on it, and commanded Judah to serve the LORD God of Israel.

17RNevertheless the people still sacrificed on the Thigh places, but only to the LORD their God.

18Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, his prayer to his God, and the words of Rthe seers who spoke to him in the name of the LORD God of Israel, indeed they are written in the book* of the kings of Israel.

19Also his prayer and how God received his entreaty, and all his sin and trespass, and the sites where he built high places and set up wooden images and carved images, before he was humbled, indeed they are written among the sayings of Hozai.*

20So Manasseh rested with his fathers, and they buried him in his own house. Then his son Amon reigned in his place.

The Reign of Amon––2 Kin. 21:19–26

21RAmon was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned two years in Jerusalem.

22But he did evil in the sight of the LORD, as his father Manasseh had done; for Amon sacrificed to all the carved images which his father Manasseh had made, and served them.

23And he did not humble himself before the LORD, Ras his father Manasseh had humbled himself; but Amon trespassed more and more.

24Then his servants conspired against him, and killed him in his own house.

25But the people of the land executed all those who had conspired against King Amon. Then the people of the land made his son Josiah king in his place.




CHAPTER 34

Evaluation of Josiah––2 Kin. 22:1, 2

1Josiah Rwas eight years old when he became king, and he reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem.

2And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the ways of his father David; he did not turn aside to the right hand or to the left.

Early Reforms of Josiah

3For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was still young, he began to seek the God of his father David; and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of the high places, the wooden images, the carved images, and the molded images.

4They broke down the altars of the Baals in his presence, and the incense altars which were above them he cut down; and the wooden images, the carved images, and the molded images he broke in pieces, and made dust of them and scattered it on the graves of those who had sacrificed to them.

5He also Rburned the bones of the priests on their Raltars, and cleansed Judah and Jerusalem.

6And so he did in the cities of Manasseh, Ephraim, and Simeon, as far as Naphtali and all around, with Taxes.*

7When he had broken down the altars and the wooden images, had Rbeaten the carved images into powder, and cut down all the incense altars throughout all the land of Israel, he returned to Jerusalem.

Repair of the Temple––2 Kin. 22:3–7

8RIn the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had purged the land and the temple, * he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, Maaseiah the governor of the city, and Joah the son of Joahaz the recorder, to repair the house of the LORD his God.

9When they came to Hilkiah the high priest, they delivered Rthe money that was brought into the house of God, which the Levites who kept the doors had gathered from the hand of Manasseh and Ephraim, from all the remnant of Israel, from all Judah and Benjamin, and which they had brought back to Jerusalem.

10Then they put it in the hand of the foremen who had the oversight of the house of the LORD; and they gave it to the workmen who worked in the house of the LORD, to repair and restore the house.

11They gave it to the craftsmen and builders to buy hewn stone and timber for beams, and to floor the houses which the kings of Judah had destroyed.

12And the men did the work faithfully. Their overseers were Jahath and Obadiah the Levites, of the sons of Merari, and Zechariah and Meshullam, of the sons of the Kohathites, to supervise. Others of the Levites, all of whom were skillful with instruments of music, 

13were over the burden bearers and were overseers of all who did work in any kind of service. And some of the Levites were scribes, officers, and gatekeepers.

Discovery of the Law––2 Kin. 22:8––23:20

14Now when they brought out the money that was brought into the house of the LORD, Hilkiah the priest Rfound the Book of the Law of the LORD given by Moses.

15Then Hilkiah answered and said to Shaphan the scribe, “I have found the Book of the Law in the house of the LORD.” And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan.

16So Shaphan carried the book to the king, bringing the king word, saying, “All that was committed to your servants they are doing.

17“And they have Tgathered the money that was found in the house of the LORD, and have delivered it into the hand of the overseers and the workmen.”

18Then Shaphan the scribe told the king, saying, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read it before the king.

19Thus it happened, when the king heard the words of the Law, that he tore his clothes.

20Then the king commanded Hilkiah, RAhikam the son of Shaphan, Abdon* the son of Micah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of the king, saying, 

21“Go, inquire of the LORD for me, and for those who are left in Israel and Judah, concerning the words of the book that is found; for great is the wrath of the LORD that is poured out on us, because our fathers have not kept the word of the LORD, to do according to all that is written in this book.”

22So Hilkiah and those the king had appointed went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tokhath, * the son of Hasrah, * keeper of the wardrobe. (She dwelt in Jerusalem in the Second Quarter.) And they spoke to her to that effect.

23Then she answered them, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel, ‘Tell the man who sent you to Me, 

24“Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will Rbring calamity on this place and on its inhabitants, all the curses that are written in the Rbook which they have read before the king of Judah, 

25‘because they have forsaken Me and burned incense to other gods, that they might provoke Me to anger with all the works of their hands. Therefore My wrath will be poured out on this place, and not be quenched.’ ” ’

26“But as for the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, in this manner you shall speak to him, ‘Thus says the LORD God of Israel: “Concerning the words which you have heard—

27“because your heart was tender, and you humbled yourself before God when you heard His words against this place and against its inhabitants, and you humbled yourself before Me, and you tore your clothes and wept before Me, I also have heard you, ” says the RLORD.

28“Surely I will gather you to your fathers, and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace; and your eyes shall not see all the calamity which I will bring on this place and its inhabitants.” ’ ” So they brought back word to the king.

29Then the king sent and gathered all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem.

30The king went up to the house of the LORD, with all the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem—the priests and the Levites, and all the people, great and small. And he Rread in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant which had been found in the house of the LORD.

31Then the king Rstood in Rhis place and made a covenant before the LORD, to follow the LORD, and to keep His commandments and His testimonies and His statutes with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of the covenant that were written in this book.

32And he made all who were present in Jerusalem and Benjamin take a stand. So the inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the covenant of God, the God of their fathers.

33Thus Josiah removed all the abominations from all the country that belonged to the children of Israel, and made all who were present in Israel diligently serve the LORD their God. All his days they did not depart from following the LORD God of their fathers.




CHAPTER 35

Celebration of the Passover––2 Kin. 23:21–23

1Now RJosiah kept a Passover to the LORD in Jerusalem, and they slaughtered the Passover lambs on the Rfourteenth day of the first month.

2And he set the priests in their Rduties and Rencouraged them for the service of the house of the LORD.

3Then he said to the Levites Rwho taught all Israel, who were holy to the LORD: R“Put the holy ark in the house which Solomon the son of David, king of Israel, built. It shall no longer be a burden on your shoulders. Now serve the LORD your God and His people Israel.

4“Prepare yourselves Raccording to your fathers’ houses, according to your divisions, following the written instruction of David king of Israel and the Rwritten instruction of Solomon his son.

5“And stand in the holy place according to the divisions of the fathers’ houses of your brethren the lay people, and according to the division of the father’s house of the Levites.

6“So slaughter the Passover offerings, Rconsecrate yourselves, and prepare them for your brethren, that they may do according to the word of the LORD by the hand of Moses.”

7Then Josiah Rgave the lay people lambs and young goats from the flock, all for Passover offerings for all who were present, to the number of thirty thousand, as well as three thousand cattle; these were from the king’s Rpossessions.

8And his leaders gave willingly to the people, to the priests, and to the Levites. Hilkiah, Zechariah, and Jehiel, rulers of the house of God, gave to the priests for the Passover offerings two thousand six hundred from the flock, and three hundred cattle.

9Also Conaniah, his brothers Shemaiah and Nethanel, and Hashabiah and Jeiel and Jozabad, chief of the Levites, gave to the Levites for Passover offerings five thousand from the flock and five hundred cattle.

10So the service was prepared, and the priests Rstood in their places, and the Levites in their divisions, according to the king’s command.

11And they slaughtered the Passover offerings; and the priests Rsprinkled the blood with their hands, while the Levites Rskinned the animals.

12Then they removed the burnt offerings that they might give them to the divisions of the fathers’ houses of the lay people, to offer to the LORD, as it is written in the Book of Moses. And so they did with the cattle.

13Also they roasted the Passover offerings with fire according to the ordinance; but the other holy offerings they boiled in pots, in caldrons, and in pans, and divided them quickly among all the lay people.

14Then afterward they prepared portions for themselves and for the priests, because the priests, the sons of Aaron, were busy in offering burnt offerings and fat until night; therefore the Levites prepared portions for themselves and for the priests, the sons of Aaron.

15And the singers, the sons of Asaph, were in their places, according to the command of David, Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun the king’s seer. Also the gatekeepers were at each gate; they did not have to leave their position, because their brethren the Levites prepared portions for them.

16So all the service of the LORD was prepared the same day, to keep the Passover and to offer burnt offerings on the altar of the LORD, according to the command of King Josiah.

17And the children of Israel who were present kept the Passover at that time, and the Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven days.

18RThere had been no Passover kept in Israel like that since the days of Samuel the prophet; and none of the kings of Israel had kept such a Passover as Josiah kept, with the priests and the Levites, all Judah and Israel who were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

19In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah this Passover was kept.

Death of Josiah––2 Kin. 23:28–30

20After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Necho king of Egypt came up to fight against Carchemish by the Euphrates; and Josiah went out against him.

21But he sent messengers to him, saying, “What have I to do with you, king of Judah? I have not come against you this day, but against the house with which I have war; for God commanded me to make haste. Refrain from meddling with God, who is with me, lest He destroy you.”

22Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face from him, but disguised himself so that he might fight with him, and did not heed the words of Necho from the mouth of God. So he came to fight in the Valley of Megiddo.

23And the archers shot King Josiah; and the king said to his servants, “Take me away, for I am severely wounded.”

24His servants therefore took him out of that chariot and put him in the second chariot that he had, and they brought him to Jerusalem. So he died, and was buried in one of the tombs of his fathers. And all Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah.

25Jeremiah also Rlamented for RJosiah. And to this day Rall the singing men and the singing women speak of Josiah in their lamentations. They made it a custom in Israel; and indeed they are written in the Laments.

26Now the rest of the acts of Josiah and his goodness, according to what was written in the Law of the LORD, 

27and his deeds from first to last, indeed they are written in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah.




CHAPTER 36

The Reign of Jehoahaz––2 Kin. 23:30–33

1Then the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and made him king in his father’s place in Jerusalem.

2Jehoahaz* was twenty-three years old when he became king, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem.

3Now the king of Egypt deposed him at Jerusalem; and he imposed on the land a tribute of one hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold.

The Reign of Jehoiakim––2 Kin. 23:24––24:6

4Then the king of Egypt made Jehoahaz’s* brother Eliakim king over Judah and Jerusalem, and changed his name to Jehoiakim. And Necho took Jehoahaz* his brother and carried him off to Egypt.

5RJehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD his God.

6Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against him, and bound him in Tbronze fetters to carry him off to Babylon.

7RNebuchadnezzar also carried off some of the articles from the house of the LORD to Babylon, and put them in his temple at Babylon.

8Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, the abominations which he did, and what was found against him, indeed they are written in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah. Then TJehoiachin his son reigned in his place.

The Reign of Jehoiachin 2 Kin. 24:8–17; Jer. 37:1

9RJehoiachin was eight* years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months and ten days. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD.

10At the turn of the year RKing Nebuchadnezzar summoned him and took him to Babylon, Rwith the costly articles from the house of the LORD, and made RZedekiah, Jehoiakim’s* brother, king over Judah and Jerusalem.

Evaluation of Zedekiah 2 Kin. 24:18, 19; Jer. 52:1, 2

11RZedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem.

12He did evil in the sight of the LORD his God, and Rdid not humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke from the mouth of the LORD.

Destruction of Jerusalem 2 Kin. 24:20––25:21; Jer. 52:3–27

13And he also Rrebelled against King Nebu-chadnezzar, who had made him swear an oath by God; but he Rstiffened his neck and hardened his heart against turning to the LORD God of Israel.

14Moreover all the leaders of the priests and the people transgressed more and more, according to all the abominations of the nations, and defiled the house of the LORD which He had consecrated in Jerusalem.

15RAnd the LORD God of their fathers sent warnings to them by His messengers, rising up early and sending them, because He had compassion on His people and on His dwelling place.

16But Rthey mocked the messengers of God, Rdespised His words, and Rscoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against His people, till there was no remedy.

17Therefore He brought against them the king of the Chaldeans, who killed their young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion on young man or virgin, on the aged or the weak; He gave them all into his hand.

18RAnd all the articles from the house of God, great and small, the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king and of his leaders, all these he took to Babylon.

19RThen they burned the house of God, broke down the wall of Jerusalem, burned all its palaces with fire, and destroyed all its precious possessions.

20And Rthose who escaped from the sword he carried away to Babylon, where they became servants to him and his sons until the rule of the kingdom of Persia, 

21to fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of RJeremiah, until the land Rhad enjoyed her Sabbaths. As long as she lay desolate she kept Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years.

The Proclamation by Cyrus to Return to Jerusalem––Ezra 1:1–3

22RNow in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of RJeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying, 

23RThus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth the LORD God of heaven has given me. And He has commanded me to build Him a Thouse at Jerusalem which is in Judah. Who is among you of all His people? May the LORD his God be with him, and let him go up!




The Book of Ezra
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THE BOOK OF EZRA

Ezra continues the Old Testament narrative of 2 Chronicles by showing how God fulfills His promise to return His people to the land of promise after seventy years of exile. Israel’s “second exodus, ” this one from Babylon, is less impressive than the return from Egypt because only a remnant chooses to leave Babylon.

Ezra relates the story of two returns from Babylon—the first led by Zerubbabel to rebuild the temple (1–6) and the second under the leadership of Ezra to rebuild the spiritual condition of the people (7–10). Sandwiched between these two accounts is a gap of nearly six decades, during which Esther lives and rules as queen in Persia.

Ezra is the Aramaic form of the Hebrew word ezer, “help, ” and perhaps means “Yahweh helps.” Ezra and Nehemiah were originally bound together as one book because Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah were viewed as one continuous history. The Septuagint, a Greek-language version of the Old Testament translated in the third century B.C., calls Ezra-Nehemiah, Esdras Deuteron, “Second Esdras.” First Esdras is the name of the apocryphal book of Esdras. The Latin title is Liber Primus Esdrae, “First Book of Ezra.” In the Latin Bible, Ezra is called 1 Ezra and Nehemiah is called 2 Ezra.
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THE AUTHOR OF EZRA

Although Ezra is not specifically mentioned as the author, he is certainly the best candidate. Jewish tradition (the Talmud) attributes the book to Ezra; and portions of the book (7:28–9:15) are written in the first person, from Ezra’s point of view. The vividness of the details and descriptions favors an author who was an eyewitness of the later events of the book. As in Chronicles, there is a strong priestly emphasis, and Ezra was a direct priestly descendant of Aaron through Eleazar, Phinehas, and Zadok (7:1–5). He studied, practiced, and taught the law of the Lord as an educated scribe (7:1–12). Also, according to 2 Maccabees 2:13–15, he had access to the library of written documents gathered by Nehemiah. Ezra no doubt used this material in writing Ezra 1–6 as he did in writing Chronicles. Some think that Ezra composed Nehemiah as well by making use of Nehemiah’s personal diary.

Ezra was a godly man marked by strong trust in the Lord, moral integrity, and grief over sin. He was a contemporary of Nehemiah (Neh. 8:1–9; 12:36) who arrived in Jerusalem in 444 B.C. Tradition holds that Ezra was the founder of the Great Synagogue where the canon of Old Testament Scripture was settled. Another tradition says that he collected the biblical books into a unit and that he originated the synagogue form of worship.

Ezra wrote this book probably between 457 B.C. (the events of Ezra 7–10) and 444 B.C. (Nehemiah’s arrival in Jerusalem). During the period covered by the Book of Ezra, Gautama Buddha (c. 560–480 B.C.) is in India, Confucius (551–479 B.C.) is in China, and Socrates (470–399 B.C.) is in Greece.
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THE TIME OF EZRA

The following table shows the chronological relationship of the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther:


538–515 B.C. • 483–473 B.C.

Zerubbabel • Esther

Ezra 1–6 • Book of Esther

First Return • —

457 B.C. • 444–c. 425 B.C.

Ezra • Nehemiah

Ezra 7–10 • Book of Nehemiah

Second Return • Third Return


These books fit against the background of these Persian kings


Cyrus • (559–530 B.C.)

Cambyses • (530–522 B.C.)

Smerdis • (522 B.C.)

Darius I • (521–486 B.C.)

Ahasuerus • (486–464 B.C.)

Artaxerxes I • (464–423 B.C.)

Darius II • (423–404 B.C.)


Cyrus the Persian overthrows Babylon in October 539 B.C. and issues his decree allowing the Jews to return in 538 B.C. The temple is begun in 536 B.C. The exile lasts only fifty years after 586 B.C., but the seventy-year figure for the captivity is taken from a beginning date of 606 B.C. when the first deportation to Babylon takes place. The rebuilding of the temple is discontinued in 534 B.C., resumed in 520 B.C., and completed in 515 B.C. It is begun under Cyrus and finished under Darius I. The two intervening kings, Cambyses and Smerdis, are not mentioned in any of these books. The prophets Haggai and Zechariah minister during Zerubbabel’s time, about 520 B.C. and following years. Esther’s story fits entirely in the reign of Xerxes, and Ezra ministers during the reign of Artaxerxes I, as does Nehemiah. There were three waves of deportation to Babylon (606, 597, and 586 B.C.) and three returns from Babylon: 538 B.C. (Zerubbabel), 457 B.C. (Ezra), and 444 B.C. (Nehemiah).
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THE CHRIST OF EZRA

Ezra reveals God’s continued fulfillment of His promise to keep David’s descendants alive. Zerubbabel himself is part of the messianic line as the grandson of Jeconiah (Jehoiachin, 1 Chr. 3:17–19; see Matt. 1:12, 13). There is a positive note of hope in Ezra and Nehemiah because the remnant has returned to the land of promise. In this land the messianic promises will be fulfilled, because they are connected with such places as Bethlehem, Jerusalem, and Zion. Christ will be born in Bethlehem (Mic. 5:2), not in Babylon.

The Book of Ezra as a whole also typifies Christ’s work of forgiveness and restoration.
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KEYS TO EZRA

Key Word: Temple—The basic theme of Ezra is the restoration of the temple and the spiritual, moral, and social restoration of the returned remnant in Jerusalem under the leadership of Zerubbabel and Ezra. Israel’s worship is revitalized and the people are purified. God’s faithfulness is seen in the way He sovereignly protects His people through a powerful empire while they are in captivity. They prosper in their exile, and God raises up pagan kings who are sympathetic to their cause and encourage them to rebuild their homeland. God also provides zealous and capable spiritual leaders who direct the return and the rebuilding. He keeps His promise: “I will be found by you, says the LORD, and I will bring you back from your captivity; I will gather you from all the nations and from all the places where I have driven you, says the LORD, and I will bring you to the place from which I cause you to be carried away captive” (Jer. 29:14).

Key Verses: Ezra 1:3; 7:10—“Who is there among you of all His people? May his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah, and build the house of the LORD God of Israel (He is God), which is in Jerusalem” (1:3).

“For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach statutes and ordinances in Israel” (7:10).

Key Chapter: Ezra 6—Ezra 6 records the completion and dedication of the temple, which stimulates the obedience of the remnant to keep the Passover and separate themselves from the “filth of the nations of the land” (6:21).
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SURVEY OF EZRA

Ezra continues the story exactly where 2 Chronicles ends and shows how God’s promise to bring His people back to their land is fulfilled (Jer. 29:10–14). God is with these people; and although their days of glory seem over, their spiritual heritage still remains and God’s rich promises will be fulfilled. Ezra relates the story of the first two returns from Babylon, the first led by Zerubbabel and the second led decades later by Ezra. Its two divisions are the restoration of the temple (1–6) and the reformation of the people (7–10), and they are separated by a fifty-eight-year gap during which the story of Esther takes place.

The Restoration of the Temple (1–6): King Cyrus of Persia overthrows Babylon in 539 B.C. and issues a decree in 538 B.C. that allows the exiled Jews to return to their homeland. Isaiah prophesied two centuries before that the temple would be rebuilt and actually named Cyrus as the one who would bring it about (Is. 44:28–45:4). Cyrus may have read and responded to this passage.

Out of a total Jewish population of perhaps 2 or 3 million, only 49,897 choose to take advantage of this offer. Only the most committed are willing to leave a life of relative comfort in Babylon, endure a trek of nine hundred miles, and face further hardship by rebuilding a destroyed temple and city. Zerubbabel, a “prince” of Judah (a direct descendant of King David), leads the faithful remnant back to Jerusalem. Those who return are from the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and Levi; but it is evident that representatives from the other ten tribes eventually return as well. The ten “lost tribes” are not entirely lost.

Zerubbabel’s priorities are in the right place: he first restores the altar and the religious feasts before beginning work on the temple itself. The foundation of the temple is laid in 536 B.C., but opposition arises and the work ceases from 534 to 520 B.C. While Ezra 4:1–5, 24 concerns Zerubbabel, 4:6–23 concerns opposition to the building of the wall of Jerusalem some time between 464 and 444 B.C. These verses may have been placed here to illustrate the antagonism to the work of rebuilding. The prophets Haggai and Zechariah exhort the people to get back to building the temple (5:1, 2), and the work begins again under Zerubbabel and Joshua the high priest. Tattenai, a Persian governor, protests to King Darius I about the temple building and challenges their authority to continue. King Da-rius finds the decree of Cyrus and confirms it, even forcing Tattenai to provide whatever is needed to complete the work. It is finished in 515 B.C.

The Reformation of the People (7–10): A smaller return under Ezra takes place in 457 B.C., eighty-one years after the first return under Zerubbabel. Ezra the priest is given authority by King Artaxerxes I to bring people and contributions for the temple in Jerusalem. God protects this band of less than two thousand men and they safely reach Jerusalem with their valuable gifts from Persia. Many priests but few Levites return with Zerubbabel and Ezra (2:36–42; 8:15–19). God uses Ezra to rebuild the people spiritually and morally. When Ezra discovers that the people and the priests have intermarried with foreign women, he identifies with the sin of his people and offers a great intercessory prayer on their behalf. During the gap of fifty-eight years between Ezra 6 and 7, the people fall into a confused spiritual state and Ezra is alarmed. They quickly respond to Ezra’s confession and weeping by making a covenant to put away their foreign wives and to live in accordance with God’s law. This confession and response to the Word of God brings about a great revival and changes lives.
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OUTLINE OF EZRA
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CHAPTER 1

Decree of Cyrus––2 Chr. 36:22, 23

1Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD Rby the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, Rso that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying, 

2Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth the LORD God of heaven has given me. And He has Rcommanded me to build Him a house at Jerusalem which is in Judah.

3Who is among you of all His people? May his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah, and build the house of the LORD God of Israel R(He is God), which is in Jerusalem.

4And whoever is left in any place where he dwells, let the men of his place help him with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, besides the freewill offerings for the house of God which is in Jerusalem.

Gifts from Israel and Cyrus

5Then the heads of the fathers’ houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the Levites, with all whose spirits God had moved, arose to go up and build the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem.

6And all those who were around them Tencouraged them with articles of silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with precious things, besides all that was Rwillingly offered.

7King Cyrus also brought out the articles of the house of the LORD, which Nebuchadnezzar had taken from Jerusalem and put in the temple of his gods;

8and Cyrus king of Persia brought them out by the hand of Mithredath the treasurer, and counted them out to RSheshbazzar the prince of Judah.

9This is the number of them: thirty gold platters, one thousand silver platters, twenty-nine knives, 

10thirty gold basins, four hundred and ten silver basins of a similar kind, and one thousand other articles.

11All the articles of gold and silver were five thousand four hundred. All these Sheshbazzar took with the captives who were brought from Babylon to Jerusalem.




CHAPTER 2

The Leaders

1Now* these are the people of the province who came back from the captivity, of those who had been carried away, Rwhom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away to Babylon, and who returned to Jerusalem and Judah, everyone to his own city.

2Those who came with Zerubbabel were Jeshua, Nehemiah, TSeraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, * Bigvai, Rehum, * and Baanah. The number of the men of the people of Israel:

The People

3the people of Parosh, two thousand one hundred and seventy-two;

4the people of Shephatiah, three hundred and seventy-two;

5the people of Arah, Rseven hundred and seventy-five;

6the people of RPahath-Moab, of the people of Jeshua and Joab, two thousand eight hundred and twelve;

7the people of Elam, one thousand two hundred and fifty-four;

8the people of Zattu, nine hundred and forty-five;

9the people of Zaccai, seven hundred and sixty;

10the people of Bani, * six hundred and forty-two;

11the people of Bebai, six hundred and twenty-three;

12the people of Azgad, one thousand two hundred and twenty-two;

13the people of Adonikam, six hundred and sixty-six;

14the people of Bigvai, two thousand and fifty-six;

15the people of Adin, four hundred and fifty-four;

16the people of Ater of Hezekiah, ninety-eight;

17the people of Bezai, three hundred and twenty-three;

18the people of Jorah, * one hundred and twelve;

19the people of Hashum, two hundred and twenty-three;

20the people of Gibbar, * ninety-five;

21the people of Bethlehem, one hundred and twenty-three;

22the men of Netophah, fifty-six;

23the men of Anathoth, one hundred and twenty-eight;

24the people of Azmaveth, * forty-two;

25the people of Kirjath Arim, * Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hundred and forty-three;

26the people of Ramah and Geba, six hundred and twenty-one;

27the men of Michmas, one hundred and twenty-two;

28the men of Bethel and Ai, two hundred and twenty-three;

29the people of Nebo, fifty-two;

30the people of Magbish, one hundred and fifty-six;

31the people of the other RElam, one thousand two hundred and fifty-four;

32the people of Harim, three hundred and twenty;

33the people of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven hundred and twenty-five;

34the people of Jericho, three hundred and forty-five;

35the people of Senaah, three thousand six hundred and thirty.

The Priests

36The priests: the sons of RJedaiah, of the house of Jeshua, nine hundred and seventy-three;

37the sons of RImmer, one thousand and fifty-two;

38the sons of RPashhur, one thousand two hundred and forty-seven;

39the sons of RHarim, one thousand and seventeen.

The Levites

40The Levites: the sons of Jeshua and Kadmiel, of the sons of Hodaviah, * seventy-four.

41The singers: the sons of Asaph, one hundred and twenty-eight.

42The sons of the gatekeepers: the sons of Shallum, the sons of Ater, the sons of Talmon, the sons of Akkub, the sons of Hatita, and the sons of Shobai, one hundred and thirty-nine in all.

The Servants

43The Nethinim: the sons of Ziha, the sons of Hasupha, the sons of Tabbaoth, 

44the sons of Keros, the sons of Siaha, * the sons of Padon, 

45the sons of Lebanah, the sons of Hagabah, the sons of Akkub, 

46the sons of Hagab, the sons of Shalmai, the sons of Hanan, 

47the sons of Giddel, the sons of Gahar, the sons of Reaiah, 

48the sons of Rezin, the sons of Nekoda, the sons of Gazzam, 

49the sons of Uzza, the sons of Paseah, the sons of Besai, 

50the sons of Asnah, the sons of Meunim, the sons of Nephusim, *

51the sons of Bakbuk, the sons of Hakupha, the sons of Harhur, 

52the sons of Bazluth, * the sons of Mehida, the sons of Harsha, 

53the sons of Barkos, the sons of Sisera, the sons of Tamah, 

54the sons of Neziah, and the sons of Hatipha.

55The sons of RSolomon’s servants: the sons of Sotai, the sons of RSophereth, the sons of Peruda, *

56the sons of Jaala, the sons of Darkon, the sons of Giddel, 

57the sons of Shephatiah, the sons of Hattil, the sons of Pochereth of Zebaim, and the sons of Ami.*

58All the RNethinim and the children of RSolomon’s servants were three hundred and ninety-two.

The People

59And these were the ones who came up from Tel Melah, Tel Harsha, Cherub, Addan, * and Immer; but they could not Tidentify their father’s house or their genealogy, * whether they were of Israel:

60the sons of Delaiah, the sons of Tobiah, and the sons of Nekoda, six hundred and fifty-two;

The Priests

61and of the sons of the priests: the sons of RHabaiah, the sons of Koz, * and the sons of RBarzillai, who took a wife of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite, and was called by their name.

62These sought their listing among those who were registered by genealogy, but they were not found; therefore they were excluded from the priesthood as defiled.

63And the governor* said to them that they Rshould not eat of the most holy things till a priest could consult with the RUrim and Thummim.

The People Who Returned

64The whole assembly together was forty-two thousand three hundred and sixty, 

65besides their male and female servants, of whom there were seven thousand three hundred and thirty-seven; and they had two hundred men and women singers.

66Their horses were seven hundred and thirty-six, their mules two hundred and forty-five, 

67their camels four hundred and thirty-five, and their donkeys six thousand seven hundred and twenty.

The Gifts the People Gave

68Some of the heads of the fathers’ houses, when they came to the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem, offered freely for the house of God, to erect it in its place:

69According to their ability, they gave to the treasury for the work sixty-one thousand gold drachmas, five thousand minas of silver, and one hundred priestly garments.

70RSo the priests and the Levites, some of the people, the singers, the gatekeepers, and the Nethinim, dwelt in their cities, and all Israel in their cities.




CHAPTER 3

Spiritual Preparation of the People

1And when the Rseventh month had come, and the children of Israel were in the cities, the people gathered together as one man to Jerusalem.

2Then Jeshua the son of Jozadak* and his brethren the priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and his brethren, arose and built the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings on it, as it is written in the Law of Moses the man of God.

3Though fear had come upon them because of the people of those countries, they set the altar on its bases; and they offered burnt offerings on it to the LORD, both the morning and evening burnt offerings.

4RThey also kept the Feast of Tabernacles, as it is written, and offered the daily burnt offerings in the number required by ordinance for each day.

5Afterwards they offered the Rregular burnt offering, and those for New Moons and for all the appointed feasts of the LORD that were consecrated, and those of everyone who willingly offered a freewill offering to the LORD.

6From the first day of the seventh month they began to offer burnt offerings to the LORD, although the foundation of the temple of the LORD had not been laid.

Completion of the Temple Foundation

7They also gave money to the masons and the carpenters, and food, drink, and oil to the people of Sidon and Tyre to bring cedar logs from Lebanon to the sea, to Joppa, according to the permission which they had from Cyrus king of Persia.

8Now in the second month of the second year of their coming to the house of God at Jerusalem, RZerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, Jeshua the son of Jozadak, * and the rest of their brethren the priests and the Levites, and all those who had come out of the captivity to Jerusalem, began work Rand appointed the Levites from twenty years old and above to oversee the work of the house of the LORD.

9Then Jeshua with his sons and brothers, Kadmiel with his sons, and the sons of Judah, * arose as one to oversee those working on the house of God: the sons of Henadad with their sons and their brethren the Levites.

10When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, Rthe priests stood* in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD, according to the ordinance of David king of Israel.

11RAnd they sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to the LORD:

R“For He is good, 

RFor His mercy endures forever toward Israel.”*

Then all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid.

12But many of the priests and Levites and Rheads of the fathers’ houses, old men who had seen the first temple, wept with a loud voice when the foundation of this temple was laid before their eyes. Yet many shouted aloud for joy, 

13so that the people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people, for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the sound was heard afar off.




CHAPTER 4

Present Opposition Under Cyrus

1Now when Rthe Tadversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the descendants of the captivity were building the temple of the LORD God of Israel, 

2they came to Zerubbabel and the heads of the fathers’ houses, and said to them, “Let us build with you, for we seek your God as you do; and we have sacrificed to Him Rsince the days of Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who brought us here.”

3But Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the rest of the heads of the fathers’ houses of Israel said to them, R“You may do nothing with us to build a Thouse for our God; but we alone will build to the LORD God of Israel, as RKing Cyrus the king of Persia has commanded us.”

4Then Rthe people of the land tried to discourage the people of Judah. They troubled them in building, 

5and hired counselors against them to frustrate their purpose all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of RDarius king of Persia.

Later Opposition Under Ahasuerus

6In the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his reign, they wrote an accusation against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem.

Later Opposition Under Artaxerxes

7In the days of RArtaxerxes also, TBishlam, Mithredath, Tabel, and the rest of their companions wrote to Artaxerxes king of Persia; and the letter was written in RAramaic script, and translated into the Aramaic language.

8Rehum* the commander and Shimshai the scribe wrote a letter against Jerusalem to King Artaxerxes in this fashion:

9From* Rehum the commander, Shimshai the scribe, and the rest of their companions—representatives of Rthe Dinaites, the Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites, the people of Persia and Erech and Babylon and Shushan, * the Dehavites, the Elamites, 

10Rand the rest of the nations whom the great and noble Osnapper took captive and settled in the cities of Samaria and the remainder beyond the River*—Rand so forth.*

11(This is a copy of the letter that they sent him)

To King Artaxerxes from your servants, the men of the region beyond the River, and so forth:*

12Let it be known to the king that the Jews who came up from you have come to us at Jerusalem, and are building the Rrebellious and evil city, and are finishing its Rwalls and repairing the foundations.

13Let it now be known to the king that, if this city is built and the walls completed, they will not pay tax, tribute, or custom, and the king’s treasury will be diminished.

14Now because we receive support from the palace, it was not proper for us to see the king’s dishonor; therefore we have sent and informed the king, 

15that search may be made in the book of the records of your fathers. And you will find in the book of the records and know that this city is a rebellious city, harmful to kings and provinces, and that they have incited sedition within the city in former times, for which cause this city was destroyed.

16We inform the king that if this city is rebuilt and its walls are completed, the result will be that you will have no dominion beyond the River.

17The king sent an answer:

To Rehum the commander, to Shimshai the scribe, to the rest of their companions who dwell in Samaria, and to the remainder beyond the River:

Peace, and so forth.*

18The letter which you sent to us has been clearly read before me.

19And I gave the command, and a search has been made, and it was found that this city in former times has revolted against kings, and rebellion and sedition have been fostered in it.

20There have also been mighty kings over Jerusalem, who have ruled over all the region beyond the River; and tax, tribute, and custom were paid to them.

21Now give the command to make these men cease, that this city may not be built until the command is given by me.

22Take heed now that you do not fail to do this. Why should damage increase to the hurt of the kings?

23Now when the copy of King Artaxerxes’ letter was read before Rehum, Shimshai the scribe, and their companions, they went up in haste to Jerusalem against the Jews, and by force of arms made them cease.

Present Interruption of Construction Under Darius

24Thus the work of the house of God which is at Jerusalem ceased, and it was discontinued until the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia.




CHAPTER 5

Resumption of the Temple Construction Hag. 1:1; Zech. 1:1

1Then the prophet RHaggai and RZechariah the son of Iddo, prophets, prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel, who was over them.

2So RZerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak* rose up and began to build the house of God which is in Jerusalem; and Rthe prophets of God were with them, helping them.

Opposition by Tattenai

3At the same time RTattenai the governor of the region beyond the River* and Shethar-Boznai and their companions came to them and spoke thus to them: R“Who has commanded you to build this temple and finish this wall?”

4RThen, accordingly, we told them the names of the men who were constructing this building.

5But Rthe eye of their God was upon the elders of the Jews, so that they could not make them cease till a report could go to Darius. Then a written answer was returned concerning this matter.

The Letter to Darius

6This is a copy of the letter that Tattenai sent:

The governor of the region beyond the River, and Shethar-Boznai, Rand his companions, the Persians who were in the region beyond the River, to Darius the king.

7(They sent a letter to him, in which was written thus)

To Darius the king:

All peace.

8Let it be known to the king that we went into the province of Judea, to the Ttemple of the great God, which is being built with heavy stones, and timber is being laid in the walls; and this work goes on diligently and prospers in their hands.

9Then we asked those elders, and spoke thus to them: R“Who commanded you to build this temple and to finish these walls?”

10We also asked them their names to inform you, that we might write the names of the men who were chief among them.

11And thus they returned us an answer, saying: “We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth, and we are rebuilding the temple that was built many years ago, which a great king of Israel built Rand completed.

12“But because our fathers provoked the God of heaven to wrath, He gave them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed this temple and Rcarried the people away to Babylon.

13“However, in the first year of Cyrus king of Babylon, King Cyrus issued a decree to build this house of God.

14“Also, the gold and silver articles of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple that was in Jerusalem and carried into the temple of Babylon—those King Cyrus took from the temple of Babylon, and they were given to one named Sheshbazzar, whom he had made governor.

15“And he said to him, ‘Take these articles; go, carry them to the temple site that is in Jerusalem, and let the house of God be rebuilt on its former site.’

16“Then the same Sheshbazzar came and laid the foundation of the house of God which is in Jerusalem; but from that time even until now it has been under construction, and it is not finished.”

17Now therefore, if it seems good to the king, Rlet a search be made in the king’s treasure house, which is there in Babylon, whether it is so that a decree was issued by King Cyrus to build this house of God at Jerusalem, and let the king send us his pleasure concerning this matter.




CHAPTER 6

Confirmation of the Temple Construction

1Then King Darius issued a decree, and a search was made in the archives, * where the treasures were stored in Babylon.

2And at Achmetha, * in the palace that is in the province of Media, a scroll was found, and in it a record was written thus:

3In the first year of King Cyrus, King Cyrus issued a Rdecree concerning the house of God at Jerusalem: “Let the house be rebuilt, the place where they offered sacrifices; and let the foundations of it be firmly laid, its height sixty cubits and its width sixty cubits, 

4Rwith three rows of heavy stones and one row of new timber. Let the Rexpenses be paid from the king’s treasury.

5Also let Rthe gold and silver articles of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took from the temple which is in Jerusalem and brought to Babylon, be restored and taken back to the temple which is in Jerusalem, each to its place; and deposit them in the house of God”—

6RNow therefore, Tattenai, governor of the region beyond the River, and Shethar-Boznai, and your companions the Persians who are beyond the River, keep yourselves far from there.

7Let the work of this house of God alone; let the governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews build this house of God on its site.

8Moreover I issue a decree as to what you shall do for the elders of these Jews, for the building of this Thouse of God: Let the cost be paid at the king’s expense from taxes on the region beyond the River; this is to be given immediately to these men, so that they are not hindered.

9And whatever they need—young bulls, rams, and lambs for the burnt offerings of the God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, and oil, according to the request of the priests who are in Jerusalem—let it be given them day by day without fail, 

10that they may offer sacrifices of sweet aroma to the God of heaven, and pray for the life of the king and his sons.

11Also I issue a decree that whoever alters this edict, let a timber be pulled from his house and erected, and let him be hanged on it; and let his house be made a refuse heap because of this.

12And may the God who causes His Rname to dwell there destroy any king or people who put their hand to alter it, or to destroy this Thouse of God which is in Jerusalem. I Darius issue a decree; let it be done diligently.

Completion of the Temple

13Then Tattenai, governor of the region beyond the River, Shethar-Boznai, and their companions diligently did according to what King Darius had sent.

14RSo the elders of the Jews built, and they prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they built and finished it, according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the command of RCyrus, Darius, and RArtaxerxes king of Persia.

15Now the temple was finished on the third day of the month of Adar, which was in the sixth year of the reign of King Darius.

Dedication of the Temple

16Then the children of Israel, the priests and the Levites and the rest of the descendants of the captivity, celebrated the dedication of this house of God with joy.

17And they Roffered sacrifices at the dedication of this house of God, one hundred bulls, two hundred rams, four hundred lambs, and as a sin offering for all Israel twelve male goats, according to the number of the tribes of Israel.

18They assigned the priests to their Rdivisions and the Levites to their divisions, over the service of God in Jerusalem, as it is written in the Book of Moses.

Celebration of the Passover

19And the descendants of the captivity kept the Passover Ron the fourteenth day of the first month.

20For the priests and the Levites had Rpurified themselves; all of them were ritually clean. And they Rslaughtered the Passover lambs for all the descendants of the captivity, for their brethren the priests, and for themselves.

21Then the children of Israel who had returned from the captivity ate together with all who had separated themselves from the Rfilth of the nations of the land in order to seek the LORD God of Israel.

22And they kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with joy; for the LORD made them joyful, and turned the heart Rof the king of Assyria toward them, to strengthen their hands in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel.




CHAPTER 7

Ezra’s Qualifications

1Now after these things, in the reign of RArtaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra the Rson of Seraiah, Rthe son of Azariah, the son of Hilkiah, 

2the son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the son of Ahitub, 

3the son of Amariah, the son of Azariah, the son of Meraioth, 

4the son of Zerahiah, the son of Uzzi, the son of Bukki, 

5the son of Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the chief priest—

6this Ezra came up from Babylon; and he was a skilled scribe in the Law of Moses, which the LORD God of Israel had given. The king granted him all his request, according to the hand of the LORD his God upon him.

7RSome of the children of Israel, the priests, Rthe Levites, the singers, the gatekeepers, and Rthe Nethinim came up to Jerusalem in the seventh year of King Artaxerxes.

8And Ezra came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, which was in the seventh year of the king.

9On the first day of the first month he began his journey from Babylon, and on the first day of the fifth month he came to Jerusalem, Raccording to the good hand of his God upon him.

10For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach statutes and ordinances in Israel.

Artaxerxes’ Letter

11This is a copy of the letter that King Artaxerxes gave Ezra the priest, the scribe, expert in the words of the commandments of the LORD, and of His statutes to Israel:

12Artaxerxes, * Rking of kings, 

To Ezra the priest, a scribe of the Law of the God of heaven:

Perfect peace, and so forth.*

13I issue a decree that all those of the people of Israel and the priests and Levites in my realm, who volunteer to go up to Jerusalem, may go with you.

14And whereas you are being sent by the king and his seven counselors to inquire concerning Judah and Jerusalem, with regard to the Law of your God which is in your hand;

15and whereas you are to carry the silver and gold which the king and his counselors have freely offered to the God of Israel, Rwhose dwelling is in Jerusalem;

16Rand whereas all the silver and gold that you may find in all the province of Babylon, along with the freewill offering of the people and the priests, are to be freely offered for the house of their God in Jerusalem—

17now therefore, be careful to buy with this money bulls, rams, and lambs, with their grain offerings and their drink offerings, and offer them on the altar of the house of your God in Jerusalem.

18And whatever seems good to you and your brethren to do with the rest of the silver and the gold, do it according to the will of your God.

19Also the articles that are given to you for the service of the house of your God, deliver in full before the God of Jerusalem.

20And whatever more may be needed for the house of your God, which you may have occasion to provide, pay for it from the king’s treasury.

21And I, even I, Artaxerxes the king, issue a decree to all the treasurers who are in the region beyond the River, that whatever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the Law of the God of heaven, may require of you, let it be done diligently, 

22up to one hundred talents of silver, one hundred kors of wheat, one hundred baths of wine, one hundred baths of oil, and salt without prescribed limit.

23Whatever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it diligently be done for the Thouse of the God of heaven. For why should there be wrath against the realm of the king and his sons?

24Also we inform you that it shall not be lawful to impose tax, tribute, or custom on any of the priests, Levites, singers, gatekeepers, Nethinim, or servants of this house of God.

25And you, Ezra, according to your God-given wisdom, set magistrates and judges who may judge all the people who are in the region beyond the River, all such as know the laws of your God; and teach those who do not know them.

26Whoever will not observe the law of your God and the law of the king, let judgment be executed speedily on him, whether it be death, or banishment, or confiscation of goods, or imprisonment.

Ezra’s Response

27RBlessed be the LORD God of our fathers, who has put such a thing as this in the king’s heart, to beautify the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem, 

28and Rhas extended mercy to me before the king and his counselors, and before all the king’s mighty princes.

So I was encouraged, as the hand of the LORD my God was upon me; and I gathered leading men of Israel to go up with me.




CHAPTER 8

Census of the Returning Israelites

1These are the heads of their fathers’ houses, and this is the genealogy of those who went up with me from Babylon, in the reign of King Artaxerxes:

2of the sons of Phinehas, Gershom; of the sons of Ithamar, Daniel; of the sons of David, RHattush;

3of the sons of Shecaniah, of the sons of RParosh, Zechariah; and registered with him were one hundred and fifty males;

4of the sons of RPahath-Moab, Eliehoenai the son of Zerahiah, and with him two hundred males;

5of the sons of Shechaniah, * Ben-Jahaziel, and with him three hundred males;

6of the sons of Adin, Ebed the son of Jonathan, and with him fifty males;

7of the sons of Elam, Jeshaiah the son of Athaliah, and with him seventy males;

8of the sons of Shephatiah, Zebadiah the son of Michael, and with him eighty males;

9of the sons of Joab, Obadiah the son of Jehiel, and with him two hundred and eighteen males;

10of the sons of Shelomith, * Ben-Josiphiah, and with him one hundred and sixty males;

11of the sons of Bebai, Zechariah the son of Bebai, and with him twenty-eight males;

12of the sons of Azgad, Johanan Tthe son of Hakkatan, and with him one hundred and ten males;

13of the last sons of Adonikam, whose names are these—Eliphelet, Jeiel, and Shemaiah—and with them sixty males;

14also of the sons of Bigvai, Uthai and Zabbud, and with them seventy males.

Acquisition of Temple Leadership

15Now I gathered them by the river that flows to Ahava, and we camped there three days. And I looked among the people and the priests, and found none of the Rsons of Levi there.

16Then I sent for Eliezer, Ariel, Shemaiah, Elnathan, Jarib, Elnathan, Nathan, Zechariah, and RMeshullam, leaders; also for Joiarib and Elnathan, men of understanding.

17And I gave them a command for Iddo the chief man at the place Casiphia, and I told them what they should say to Iddo and his brethren* the Nethinim at the place Casiphia—that they should bring us servants for the house of our God.

18Then, by the good hand of our God upon us, they brought us a man of understanding, of the sons of Mahli the son of Levi, the son of Israel, namely Sherebiah, with his sons and brothers, eighteen men;

19and RHashabiah, and with him Jeshaiah of the sons of Merari, his brothers and their sons, twenty men;

20Ralso of the Nethinim, whom David and the leaders had appointed for the service of the Levites, two hundred and twenty Nethinim. All of them were designated by name.

Proclamation of a Fast

21Then I Rproclaimed a fast there at the river of Ahava, that we might Rhumble ourselves before our God, to seek from Him the Rright way for us and our little ones and all our possessions.

22For RI was ashamed to request of the king an escort of soldiers and horsemen to help us against the enemy on the road, because we had spoken to the king, saying, R“The hand of our God is upon all those for Rgood who seek Him, but His power and His wrath are against all those who forsake Him.”

23So we fasted and entreated our God for this, and He answered our prayer.

The Return Is Completed

24And I separated twelve of the leaders of the priests—Sherebiah, Hashabiah, and ten of their brethren with them—

25and weighed out to them Rthe silver, the gold, and the articles, the offering for the house of our God which the king and his counselors and his princes, and all Israel who were present, had offered.

26I weighed into their hand six hundred and fifty talents of silver, silver articles weighing one hundred talents, one hundred talents of gold, 

27twenty gold basins worth a thousand drachmas, and two vessels of fine polished bronze, precious as gold.

28And I said to them, “You are Rholy to the LORD; the articles are holy also; and the silver and the gold are a freewill offering to the LORD God of your fathers.

29“Watch and keep them until you weigh them before the leaders of the priests and the Levites and Rheads of the fathers’ houses of Israel in Jerusalem, in the chambers of the house of the LORD.”

30So the priests and the Levites received the silver and the gold and the articles by weight, to bring them to Jerusalem to the house of our God.

31Then we departed from the river of Ahava on the twelfth day of the first month, to go to Jerusalem. And Rthe hand of our God was upon us, and He delivered us from the hand of the enemy and from ambush along the road.

32So we Rcame to Jerusalem, and stayed there three days.

33Now on the fourth day the silver and the gold and the articles were weighed in the house of our God by the hand of Meremoth the son of Uriah the priest, and with him was Eleazar the son of Phinehas; with them were the Levites, RJozabad the son of Jeshua and Noadiah the son of Binnui, 

34with the number and weight of everything. All the weight was written down at that time.

35The children of those who had been Rcarried away captive, who had come from the captivity, offered burnt offerings to the God of Israel: twelve bulls for all Israel, ninety-six rams, seventy-seven lambs, and twelve male goats as a sin offering. All this was a burnt offering to the LORD.

36And they delivered the king’s orders to the king’s satraps and the governors in the region beyond the River. So they gave support to the people and the house of God.




CHAPTER 9

Israel Intermarries

1When these things were done, the leaders came to me, saying, “The people of Israel and the priests and the Levites have not separated themselves from the peoples of the lands, with respect to the abominations of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites.

2“For they have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and their sons, so that the Rholy seed is Rmixed with the peoples of those lands. Indeed, the hand of the leaders and rulers has been foremost in this trespass.”

Lamentation of Ezra

3So when I heard this thing, RI tore my garment and my robe, and plucked out some of the hair of my head and beard, and sat down Rastonished.

4Then everyone who trembled at the words of the God of Israel assembled to me, because of the transgression of those who had been carried away captive, and I sat astonished until the evening sacrifice.

God’s Faithfulness

5At the evening sacrifice I arose from my fasting; and having torn my garment and my robe, I fell on my knees and Rspread out my hands to the LORD my God.

6And I said: “O my God, I am too ashamed and humiliated to lift up my face to You, my God; for our iniquities have risen higher than our heads, and our guilt has Rgrown up to the heavens.

7“Since the days of our fathers to this day Rwe have been very guilty, and for our iniquities Rwe, our kings, and our priests have been delivered into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the Rsword, to captivity, to plunder, and to humiliation, as it is this day.

8“And now for a little while grace has been shown from the LORD our God, to leave us a remnant to escape, and to give us a peg in His holy place, that our God may Renlighten our eyes and give us a measure of revival in our bondage.

9R“For we were slaves. Yet our God did not forsake us in our bondage; but He extended mercy to us in the sight of the kings of Persia, to revive us, to repair the house of our God, to rebuild its ruins, and to give us a wall in Judah and Jerusalem.

Israel’s Unfaithfulness

10“And now, O our God, what shall we say after this? For we have forsaken Your commandments, 

11“which You commanded by Your servants the prophets, saying, ‘The land which you are entering to possess is an unclean land, with the Runcleanness of the peoples of the lands, with their abominations which have filled it from one end to another with their impurity.

12‘Now therefore, Rdo not give your daughters as wives for their sons, nor take their daughters to your sons; and Rnever seek their peace or prosperity, that you may be strong and eat the good of the land, and Rleave it as an inheritance to your children forever.’

13“And after all that has come upon us for our evil deeds and for our great guilt, since You our God Rhave punished us less than our iniquities deserve, and have given us such deliverance as this, 

14“should we Ragain break Your commandments, and Rjoin in marriage with the people committing these abominations? Would You not be angry with us until You had consumed us, so that there would be no remnant or survivor?

15“O LORD God of Israel, You are righteous, for we are left as a remnant, as it is this day. RHere we are before You, Rin our guilt, though no one can stand before You because of this!”




CHAPTER 10

Israel Laments

1Now Rwhile Ezra was praying, and while he was confessing, weeping, and bowing down Rbefore the house of God, a very large assembly of men, women, and children gathered to him from Israel; for the people wept very bitterly.

2And Shechaniah the son of Jehiel, one of the sons of Elam, spoke up and said to Ezra, “We have Rtrespassed against our God, and have taken pagan wives from the peoples of the land; yet now there is hope in Israel in spite of this.

The Covenant Is Instituted

3“Now therefore, let us make a covenant with our God to put away all these wives and those who have been born to them, according to the advice of my master and of those who tremble at the commandment of our God; and let it be done according to the law.

4“Arise, for this matter is your responsibility. We also are with you. RBe of good courage, and do it.”

5Then Ezra arose, and made the leaders of the priests, the Levites, and all Israel swear an oath that they would do according to this word. So they swore an oath.

Separation Is Accepted

6Then Ezra rose up from before the house of God, and went into the chamber of Jehohanan the son of Eliashib; and when he came there, he Rate no bread and drank no water, for he mourned because of the guilt of those from the captivity.

7And they issued a proclamation throughout Judah and Jerusalem to all the descendants of the captivity, that they must gather at Jerusalem, 

8and that whoever would not come within three days, according to the instructions of the leaders and elders, all his property would be confiscated, and he himself would be separated from the assembly of those from the captivity.

9So all the men of Judah and Benjamin gathered at Jerusalem within three days. It was the ninth month, on the twentieth of the month; and Rall the people sat in the open square of the house of God, trembling because of this matter and because of heavy rain.

10Then Ezra the priest stood up and said to them, “You have Ttransgressed and have taken pagan wives, adding to the guilt of Israel.

11“Now therefore, make confession to the LORD God of your fathers, and do His will; Rseparate yourselves from the peoples of the land, and from the pagan wives.”

12Then all the assembly answered and said with a loud voice, “Yes! As you have said, so we must do.

13“But there are many people; it is the season for heavy rain, and we are not able to stand outside. Nor is this the work of one or two days, for there are many of us who have transgressed in this matter.

14“Please, let the leaders of our entire assembly stand; and let all those in our cities who have taken pagan wives come at appointed times, together with the elders and judges of their cities, until Rthe fierce wrath of our God is turned away from us in this matter.”

15Only Jonathan the son of Asahel and Jahaziah the son of Tikvah opposed this, and RMeshullam and Shabbethai the Levite gave them support.

16Then the descendants of the captivity did so. And Ezra the priest, with certain Rheads of the fathers’ households, were set apart by the fathers’ households, each of them by name; and they sat down on the first day of the tenth month to examine the matter.

17By the first day of the first month they finished questioning all the men who had taken pagan wives.

Separation of Priests

18And among the sons of the priests who had taken pagan wives the following were found of the sons of RJeshua the son of Jozadak, * and his brothers: Maaseiah, Eliezer, Jarib, and Gedaliah.

19And they Rgave their promise that they would put away their wives; and being guilty, they presented a ram of the flock as their trespass offering.

20Also of the sons of Immer: Hanani and Zebadiah;

21of the sons of Harim: Maaseiah, Elijah, Shemaiah, Jehiel, and Uzziah;

22of the sons of Pashhur: Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethanel, Jozabad, and Elasah.

Separation of Levites

23Also of the Levites: Jozabad, Shimei, Kelaiah (the same is Kelita), Pethahiah, Judah, and Eliezer.

24Also of the singers: Eliashib; and of the gatekeepers: Shallum, Telem, and Uri.

Separation of People

25And others of Israel: of the Rsons of Parosh: Ramiah, Jeziah, Malchiah, Mijamin, Eleazar, Malchijah, and Benaiah;

26of the sons of Elam: Mattaniah, Zechariah, Jehiel, Abdi, Jeremoth, and Eliah;

27of the sons of Zattu: Elioenai, Eliashib, Mattaniah, Jeremoth, Zabad, and Aziza;

28of the Rsons of Bebai: Jehohanan, Hananiah, Zabbai, and Athlai;

29of the sons of Bani: Meshullam, Malluch, Adaiah, Jashub, Sheal, and Ramoth;*

30of the Rsons of Pahath-Moab: Adna, Chelal, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezalel, Binnui, and Manasseh;

31of the sons of Harim: Eliezer, Ishijah, Malchijah, Shemaiah, Shimeon, 

32Benjamin, Malluch, and Shemariah;

33of the sons of Hashum: Mattenai, Mattattah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, Manasseh, and Shimei;

34of the sons of Bani: Maadai, Amram, Uel, 

35Benaiah, Bedeiah, Cheluh, *

36Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib, 

37Mattaniah, Mattenai, Jaasai, *

38Bani, Binnui, Shimei, 

39Shelemiah, Nathan, Adaiah, 

40Machnadebai, Shashai, Sharai, 

41Azarel, Shelemiah, Shemariah, 

42Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph;

43of the sons of Nebo: Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Jaddai, * Joel, and Benaiah.

44All these had taken pagan wives, and some of them had wives by whom they had children.

Measures of Length


Unit • Length • Equivalents • Translations

Day’s journey • c. 20 miles •____• day’s journey

Roman mile • 4,854 feet • 8 stadia • mile

Sabbath day’s journey • 3,637 feet • 6 stadia • Sabbath day’s journey

Stadion • 606 feet • 1¼8 Roman mile • furlong

Rod • 9 feet • 3 paces; 6 cubits • measuring reed, reed

 (10.5 feet in Ezekiel) •____• _____

Fathom • 6 feet • 4 cubits • fathom

Pace • 3 feet • 1¼3 rod; 2 cubits • pace

Cubit • 18 inches • 1¼2 pace; 2 spans • cubit

Span • 9 inches • 1¼2 cubit; 3 hand-breadths • span

Handbreadth • 3 inches • 1¼3 span; 4 fingers • handbreadth

Finger • .75 inches • 1¼4 handbreadth • finger





The Book of Nehemiah
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THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAH

Nehemiah, contemporary of Ezra and cupbearer to the king in the Persian palace, leads the third and last return to Jerusalem after the Babylonian exile. His concern for the welfare of Jerusalem and its inhabitants prompts him to take bold action. Granted permission to return to his homeland, Nehemiah challenges his countrymen to arise and rebuild the shattered wall of Jerusalem. In spite of opposition from without and abuse from within, the task is completed in only fifty-two days, a feat even the enemies of Israel must attribute to God’s enabling. By contrast, the task of reviving and reforming the people of God within the rebuilt wall demands years of Nehemiah’s godly life and leadership.

The Hebrew for Nehemiah is Nehemyah, “Comfort of Yahweh.” The book is named after its chief character, whose name appears in the opening verse. The combined book of Ezra-Nehemiah is given the Greek title Esdras Deuteron, “Second Esdras” (see “The Book of Ezra”) in the Septuagint, a third-century B.C. Greek language translation of the Hebrew Old Testament. The Latin title of Nehemiah is Liber Secundus Esdrae, “Second Book of Ezra” (Ezra was the first). At this point, it is considered a separate book from Ezra, and is later called Liber Nehemiae, “Book of Nehemiah.”
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THE AUTHOR OF NEHEMIAH

Clearly, much of this book came from Nehemiah’s personal memoirs. The reporting is remarkably candid and vivid. Certainly 1:1–7:5; 12:27–43; and 13:4–31 are the “words of Nehemiah” (1:1). Some scholars think that Nehemiah composed those portions and compiled the rest. Others think that Ezra wrote 7:6–12:26 and 12:44–13:3, and that he compiled the rest making use of Nehemiah’s diary. A third view that neither wrote it seems least likely from the evidence. Nehemiah 7:5–73 is almost the same as Ezra 2:1–70, and both lists may have been taken from another record of the same period.

As cupbearer to Artaxerxes I, Nehemiah holds a position of great responsibility. His role of tasting the king’s wine to prevent him from being poisoned places Nehemiah in a position of trust and confidence as one of the king’s advisors. As governor of Jerusalem from 444 to 432 B.C. (5:14; 8:9; 10:1; 13:6), Nehemiah demonstrates courage, compassion for the oppressed, integrity, godliness, and selflessness. He is willing to give up the luxury and ease of the palace to help his people. He is a dedicated layman who has the right priorities and is concerned for God’s work, who is able to encourage and rebuke at the right times, who is strong in prayer, and who gives all glory and credit to God.

[image: ]

THE TIME OF NEHEMIAH

See “The Time of Ezra, ” because both Ezra and Nehemiah share the same historical background. The Book of Nehemiah fits within the reign of Artaxerxes I of Persia (464–423 B.C.). Esther is Artaxerxes’ stepmother, and it is possible that she is instrumental in Nehemiah’s appointment as the king’s cupbearer. Nehemiah leaves Persia in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes (2:1), returns to Persia in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes (13:6), and leaves again for Jerusalem “after certain days” (13:6), perhaps about 425 B.C. This book could not have been completed until after his second visit to Jerusalem.

The historical reliability of this book is supported by the Elephantine papyri. These ancient documents mention Sanballat (2:19) and Jehohanan (6:18; 12:23) and indicate that Bigvai replaces Nehemiah as governor of Judah by 410 B.C.

Malachi lives and ministers during Nehemiah’s time, and a comparison of the books shows that many of the evils encountered by Nehemiah are specifically denounced by Malachi. The cold-hearted indifference toward God described in both books remains a problem in Israel during the four hundred years before Christ, during which there is no revelation from God.
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THE CHRIST OF NEHEMIAH

Like Ezra, Nehemiah portrays Christ in His ministry of restoration. Nehemiah illustrates Christ in that he gives up a high position in order to identify with the plight of his people; he comes with a specific mission and fulfills it; and his life is characterized by prayerful dependence upon God.

In this book, everything is restored except the king. The temple is rebuilt, Jerusalem is reconstructed, the covenant is renewed, and the people are reformed. The messianic line is intact, but the King is yet to come. The decree of Artaxerxes in his twentieth year (2:2) marks the beginning point of Daniel’s prophecy of the seventy weeks (see Dan. 9:25–27). “Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublesome times” (Dan. 9:25). The Messiah will come at the end of the sixty-nine weeks, and this is exactly fulfilled in A.D. 33 (see “The Christ of Daniel”).
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KEYS TO NEHEMIAH

Key Word: Jerusalem Walls—While Ezra deals with the religious restoration of Judah, Nehemiah is primarily concerned with Judah’s political and geographical restoration. The first seven chapters are devoted to the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s walls, because Jerusalem was the spiritual and political center of Judah. Without walls, Jerusalem could hardly be considered a city at all. As governor, Nehemiah also establishes firm civil authority. Ezra and Nehemiah work together to build the people spiritually and morally so that the restoration will be complete.

Key Verses: Nehemiah 6:15, 16; 8:8—“So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of Elul, in fifty-two days. And it happened, when all our enemies heard of it, and all the nations around us saw these things, that they were very disheartened in their own eyes; for they perceived that this work was done by our God” (6:15, 16).

“So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they gave the sense, and helped them to understand the reading” (8:8).

Key Chapter: Nehemiah 9—The key to the Old Testament is the covenant, which is its theme and unifying factor. Israel’s history can be divided according to the nation’s obedience or disobedience to God’s conditional covenant: blessings from obedience and destruction from disobedience. Nehemiah 9 records that upon completion of the Jerusalem wall the nation reaffirmed its loyalty to the covenant.
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SURVEY OF NEHEMIAH

Nehemiah is closely associated with the ministry of his contemporary, Ezra. Ezra is a priest who brings spiritual revival; Nehemiah is a governor who brings physical and political reconstruction and leads the people in moral reform. They combine to make an effective team in rebuilding the postexilic remnant. Malachi, the last Old Testament prophet, also ministers during this time to provide additional moral and spiritual direction. The Book of Nehemiah takes us to the end of the historical account in the Old Testament, about four hundred years before the birth of the promised Messiah. Its two divisions are: the reconstruction of the wall (1–7), and the restoration of the people (8–13).

The Reconstruction of the Wall (1–7): Nehemiah’s great concern for his people and the welfare of Jerusalem leads him to take bold action. The walls of Jerusalem, destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C., evidently have been almost rebuilt after 464 B.C. when Artaxerxes I took the throne of Persia (see Ezra 4:6–23). When he hears that opposition led to their second destruction, Nehemiah prays on behalf of his people and then secures Artaxerxes’ permission, provision, and protection for the massive project of rebuilding the walls.

The return under Nehemiah in 444 B.C. takes place thirteen years after the return led by Ezra, and ninety-four years after the return led by Zerubbabel. Nehemiah inspects the walls and challenges the people to “rise up and build” (2:18). Work begins immediately on the wall and its gates, with people building portions corresponding to where they are living.

However, opposition quickly arises, first in the form of mockery, then in the form of conspiracy when the work is progressing at an alarming rate. Nehemiah overcomes threats of force by setting half of the people on military watch and half on construction. While the external opposition continues to mount, internal opposition also surfaces. The wealthier Jews are abusing and oppressing the people, forcing them to mortgage their property and sell their children into slavery. Nehemiah again deals with the problem by the twin means of prayer and action. He also leads by example when he sacrifices his governor’s salary. In spite of deceit, slander, and treachery, Nehemiah continues to trust in God and to press on with singleness of mind until the work is completed. The task is accomplished in an incredible fifty-two days, and even the enemies recognize that it can only have been accomplished with the help of God (6:16).

The Restoration of the People (8–13): The construction of the walls is followed by consecration and consolidation of the people. Ezra the priest is the leader of the spiritual revival (8–10), reminiscent of the reforms he led thirteen years earlier (Ezra 9 and 10). Ezra stands on a special wooden podium after the completion of the walls and gives the people a marathon reading of the law, translating from the Hebrew into Aramaic so they can understand. They respond with weeping, confession, obedience, and rejoicing. The Levites and priests lead them in a great prayer that surveys God’s past work of deliverance and loyalty on behalf of His people, and magnifies God’s attributes of holiness, justice, mercy, and love. The covenant is then renewed with God as the people commit themselves to separate from the Gentiles in marriage and to obey God’s commandments.

Lots are drawn to determine who will remain in Jerusalem and who will return to the cities of their inheritance. One-tenth are required to stay in Jerusalem, and the rest of the land is resettled by the people and priests. The walls of Jerusalem are dedicated to the Lord in a joyful ceremony accompanied by instrumental and vocal music.

Unfortunately, Ezra’s revival is short-lived; and Nehemiah, who returned to Persia in 432 B.C. (13:6), makes a second trip to Jerusalem about 425 B.C. to reform the people. He cleanses the temple, enforces the Sabbath, and requires the people to put away all foreign wives.
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CHAPTER 1

Discovery of the Broken Wall

1The words of RNehemiah the son of Hachaliah.

It came to pass in the month of Chislev, in the Rtwentieth year, as I was in RShushan* the citadel, 

2that RHanani one of my brethren came with men from Judah; and I asked them concerning the Jews who had escaped, who had survived the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem.

3And they said to me, “The survivors who are left from the captivity in the province are there in great distress and reproach. The wall of Jerusalem is also broken down, and its gates are burned with fire.”

Nehemiah Intercedes with God

4So it was, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned for many days; I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven.

5And I said: “I pray, RLORD God of heaven, O great and Rawesome God, RYou who keep Your covenant and mercy with those who love You* and observe Your* commandments, 

6“please let Your ear be attentive and RYour eyes open, that You may hear the prayer of Your servant which I pray before You now, day and night, for the children of Israel Your servants, and Rconfess the sins of the children of Israel which we have sinned against You. Both my father’s house and I have sinned.

7R“We have acted very corruptly against You, and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, nor the ordinances which You commanded Your servant Moses.

8“Remember, I pray, the word that You commanded Your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you Tare unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations;*

9‘but if you return to Me, and keep My commandments and do them, though some of you were cast out to the farthest part of the heavens, yet I will gather them from there, and bring them to the place which I have chosen as a dwelling for My name.’*

10“Now these are Your servants and Your people, whom You have redeemed by Your great power, and by Your strong hand.

11“O Lord, I pray, please Rlet Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant, and to the prayer of Your servants who Rdesire to fear Your name; and let Your servant prosper this day, I pray, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.” For I was the king’s Rcupbearer.




CHAPTER 2

Nehemiah Intercedes with Artaxerxes

1And it came to pass in the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, that I took the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had never been sad in his presence before.

2Therefore the king said to me, “Why is your face sad, since you are not sick? This is nothing but Rsorrow of heart.” So I became Tdreadfully afraid, 

3and said to the king, R“May the king live forever! Why should my face not be sad, when Rthe city, the place of my fathers’ tombs, lies waste, and its gates are burned with fire?”

4Then the king said to me, “What do you request?” So I prayed to the God of heaven.

5And I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor in your sight, I ask that you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may rebuild it.”

6Then the king said to me (the queen also sitting beside him), “How long will your journey be? And when will you return?” So it pleased the king to send me; and I set him Ra time.

7Furthermore I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, let letters be given to me for the Rgovernors of the region beyond the River, * that they must permit me to pass through till I come to Judah, 

8“and a letter to Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest, that he must give me timber to make beams for the gates of the citadel which pertains to the temple, * for the city wall, and for the house that I will occupy.” And the king granted them to me according to the good hand of my God upon me.

Arrival of Nehemiah in Jerusalem

9Then I went to the governors in the region beyond the River, and gave them the king’s letters. Now the king had sent captains of the army and horsemen with me.

10When RSanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official* heard of it, they were deeply disturbed that a man had come to seek the well-being of the children of Israel.

11So I Rcame to Jerusalem and was there three days.

Nehemiah Inspects the Broken Walls

12Then I arose in the night, I and a few men with me; I told no one what my God had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem; nor was there any animal with me, except the one on which I rode.

13And I went out by night Rthrough the Valley Gate to the Serpent Well and the Refuse Gate, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem which were broken down and its gates which were burned with fire.

14Then I went on to the Fountain Gate and to the King’s Pool, but there was no room for the animal under me to pass.

15So I went up in the night by the valley, and viewed the wall; then I turned back and entered by the Valley Gate, and so returned.

16And the officials did not know where I had gone or what I had done; I had not yet told the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the officials, or the others who did the work.

Nehemiah Exhorts the People

17Then I said to them, “You see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates are burned with fire. Come and let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no longer be a reproach.”

18And I told them of Rthe hand of my God which had been good upon me, and also of the king’s words that he had spoken to me. So they said, “Let us rise up and build.” Then they RsetT their hands to this good work.

Nehemiah Answers the Enemies

19But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official, and Geshem the Arab heard of it, they laughed at us and despised us, and said, “What is this thing that you are doing? RWill you rebel against the king?”

20So I answered them, and said to them, “The God of heaven Himself will prosper us; therefore we His servants will arise and build, Rbut you have no heritage or right or memorial in Jerusalem.”




CHAPTER 3

Record of the Builders

1Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brethren the priests and built the Sheep Gate; they consecrated it and hung its doors. They built as far as the Tower of the Hundred, * and consecrated it, then as far as the Tower of Hananel.

2Next to Eliashib* Rthe men of Jericho built. And next to them Zaccur the son of Imri built.

3Also the sons of Hassenaah built Rthe Fish Gate; they laid its beams and hung its doors with its bolts and bars.

4And next to them Meremoth the son of Urijah, the son of Koz, * made repairs. Next to them Meshullam the son of Berechiah, the son of Meshezabel, made repairs. Next to them Zadok the son of Baana made repairs.

5Next to them the Tekoites made repairs; but their nobles did not put their shoulders* to Rthe work of their Lord.

6Moreover Jehoiada the son of Paseah and Meshullam the son of Besodeiah repaired the Old Gate; they laid its beams and hung its doors, with its bolts and bars.

7And next to them Melatiah the Gibeonite, Jadon the Meronothite, the Rmen of Gibeon and Mizpah, repaired the Rresidence* of the governor of the region beyond the River.

8Next to him Uzziel the son of Harhaiah, one of the goldsmiths, made repairs. Also next to him Hananiah, one* of the perfumers, made repairs; and they fortified Jerusalem as far as the RBroad Wall. 

9And next to them Rephaiah the son of Hur, leader of half the district of Jerusalem, made repairs.

10Next to them Jedaiah the son of Harumaph made repairs in front of his house. And next to him Hattush the son of Hashabniah made repairs.

11Malchijah the son of Harim and Hashub the son of Pahath-Moab repaired another section, as well as the Tower of the Ovens.

12And next to him was Shallum the son of Hallohesh, leader of half the district of Jerusalem; he and his daughters made repairs.

13Hanun and the inhabitants of Zanoah repaired Rthe Valley Gate. They built it, hung its doors with its bolts and bars, and repaired a thousand cubits of the wall as far as Rthe Refuse Gate.

14Malchijah the son of Rechab, leader of the district of RBeth Haccerem, repaired the Refuse Gate; he built it and hung its doors with its bolts and bars.

15Shallun the son of Col-Hozeh, leader of the district of Mizpah, repaired Rthe Fountain Gate; he built it, covered it, hung its doors with its bolts and bars, and repaired the wall of the Pool of RShelah by the King’s Garden, as far as the stairs that go down from the City of David.

16After him Nehemiah the son of Azbuk, leader of half the district of Beth Zur, made repairs as far as the place in front of the tombs* of David, to the man-made pool, and as far as the House of the Mighty.

17After him the Levites, under Rehum the son of Bani, made repairs. Next to him Hashabiah, leader of half the district of Keilah, made repairs for his district.

18After him their brethren, under Bavai* the son of Henadad, leader of the other half of the district of Keilah, made repairs.

19And next to him Ezer the son of Jeshua, the leader of Mizpah, repaired another section in front of the Ascent to the Armory at the Rbuttress.T

20After him Baruch the son of Zabbai* carefully repaired the other section, from the Tbuttress to the door of the house of Eliashib the high priest.

21After him Meremoth the son of Urijah, the son of Koz, * repaired another section, from the door of the house of Eliashib to the end of the house of Eliashib.

22And after him the priests, the men of the plain, made repairs.

23After him Benjamin and Hasshub made repairs opposite their house. After them Azariah the son of Maaseiah, the son of Ananiah, made repairs by his house.

24After him RBinnui the son of Henadad repaired another section, from the house of Azariah to Rthe Tbuttress, even as far as the corner.

25Palal the son of Uzai made repairs opposite the buttress, and on the tower which projects from the king’s upper house that was by the court of the prison. After him Pedaiah the son of Parosh made repairs.

26Moreover Rthe Nethinim who dwelt in Ophel made repairs as far as the place in front of the Water Gate toward the east, and on the projecting tower.

27After them the Tekoites repaired another section, next to the great projecting tower, and as far as the wall of Ophel.

28Beyond the RHorse Gate the priests made repairs, each in front of his own house.

29After them Zadok the son of Immer made repairs in front of his own house. After him Shemaiah the son of Shechaniah, the keeper of the East Gate, made repairs.





30After him Hananiah the son of Shelemiah, and Hanun, the sixth son of Zalaph, repaired another section. After him Meshullam the son of Berechiah made repairs in front of his Tdwelling.

31After him Malchijah, one of the goldsmiths, made repairs as far as the house of the Nethinim and of the merchants, in front of the Miphkad* Gate, and as far as the upper room at the corner.

32And between the upper room at the corner, as far as the Sheep Gate, the goldsmiths and the merchants made repairs.




CHAPTER 4

Opposition Through Ridicule

1But it so happened, Rwhen Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, that he was furious and very indignant, and mocked the Jews.

2And he spoke before his brethren and the army of Samaria, and said, “What are these feeble Jews doing? Will they fortify themselves? Will they offer sacrifices? Will they complete it in a day? Will they revive the stones from the heaps of rubbish—stones that are burned?”

3Now RTobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, “Whatever they build, if even a fox goes up on it, he will break down their stone wall.”

4RHear, O our God, for we are despised; Rturn their reproach on their own heads, and give them as plunder to a land of captivity!

5RDo not cover their iniquity, and do not let their sin be blotted out from before You; for they have provoked You to anger before the builders.

6So we built the wall, and the entire wall was joined together up to half its height, for the people had a mind to work.

Opposition Through Threat of Attack

7Now it happened, Rwhen Sanballat, Tobiah, Rthe Arabs, the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites heard that the walls of Jerusalem were being restored and the Tgaps were beginning to be closed, that they became very angry, 

8and all of them Rconspired together to come and attack Jerusalem and create confusion.

9Nevertheless Rwe made our prayer to our God, and because of them we set a watch against them day and night.

Opposition Through Discouragement

10Then Judah said, “The strength of the laborers is failing, and there is so much rubbish that we are not able to build the wall.”

11And our adversaries said, “They will neither know nor see anything, till we come into their midst and kill them and cause the work to cease.”

12So it was, when the Jews who dwelt near them came, that they told us ten times, “From whatever place you turn, they will be upon us.”

13Therefore I positioned men behind the lower parts of the wall, at the openings; and I set the people according to their families, with their swords, their spears, and their bows.

14And I looked, and arose and said to the nobles, to the leaders, and to the rest of the people, “Do not be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, great and awesome, and fight for your brethren, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your houses.”

15And it happened, when our enemies heard that it was known to us, and Rthat God had brought their plot to nothing, that all of us returned to the wall, everyone to his work.

16So it was, from that time on, that half of my servants worked at construction, while the other half held the spears, the shields, the bows, and wore armor; and the leaders were behind all the house of Judah.

17Those who built on the wall, and those who carried burdens, loaded themselves so that with one hand they worked at construction, and with the other held a weapon.

18Every one of the builders had his sword girded at his side as he built. And the one who sounded the trumpet was beside me.

19Then I said to the nobles, the rulers, and the rest of the people, “The work is great and extensive, and we are separated far from one another on the wall.

20“Wherever you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. ROur God will fight for us.”

21So we labored in the work, and half of the men* held the spears from daybreak until the stars appeared.

22At the same time I also said to the people, “Let each man and his servant stay at night in Jerusalem, that they may be our guard by night and a working party by day.”

23So neither I, my brethren, my servants, nor the men of the guard who followed me took off our clothes, except that everyone took them off for washing.




CHAPTER 5

Opposition Through Extortion

1And there was a great Routcry of the people and their wives against their RJewish brethren.

2For there were those who said, “We, our sons, and our daughters are many; therefore let us get grain, that we may eat and live.”

3There were also some who said, “We have mortgaged our lands and vineyards and houses, that we might buy grain because of the famine.”

4There were also those who said, “We have borrowed money for the king’s tax on our lands and vineyards.

5“Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of our brethren, our children as their children; and indeed we are forcing our sons and our daughters to be slaves, and some of our daughters have been brought into slavery. It is not in our power to redeem them, for other men have our lands and vineyards.”

6And I became very angry when I heard their outcry and these words.

7After serious thought, I rebuked the nobles and rulers, and said to them, “Each of you is exacting usury from his brother.” So I called a great assembly against them.

8And I said to them, “According to our ability we have redeemed our Jewish brethren who were sold to the nations. Now indeed, will you even sell your brethren? Or should they be sold to us?” Then they were silenced and found nothing to say.

9Then I said, “What you are doing is not good. Should you not walk Rin the fear of our God Rbecause of the reproach of the nations, our enemies?

10“I also, with my brethren and my servants, am lending them money and grain. Please, let us stop this Tusury!

11“Restore now to them, even this day, their lands, their vineyards, their olive groves, and their houses, also a hundredth of the money and the grain, the new wine and the oil, that you have charged them.”

12So they said, “We will restore it, and will require nothing from them; we will do as you say.” Then I called the priests, Rand required an oath from them that they would do according to this promise.

13Then I shook out the fold of my garment* and said, “So may God shake out each man from his house, and from his property, who does not perform this promise. Even thus may he be shaken out and emptied.” And all the assembly said, “Amen!” and praised the LORD. Then the people did according to this promise.

Nehemiah’s Unselfish Example

14Moreover, from the time that I was appointed to be their governor in the land of Judah, from the twentieth year until the thirty-second year of King Artaxerxes, twelve years, neither I nor my brothers Rate the governor’s provisions.

15But the former governors who were before me laid burdens on the people, and took from them bread and wine, besides forty shekels of silver. Yes, even their servants bore rule over the people, but RI did not do so, because of the fear of God.

16Indeed, I also continued the Rwork on this wall, and we* did not buy any land. All my servants were gathered there for the work.

17And at my table were one hundred and fifty Jews and rulers, besides those who came to us from the nations around us.

18Now that Rwhich was prepared daily was one ox and six choice sheep. Also fowl were prepared for me, and once every ten days an abundance of all kinds of wine. Yet in spite of this RI did not demand the governor’s provisions, because the bondage was heavy on this people.

19Remember me, my God, for good, according to all that I have done for this people.




CHAPTER 6

Opposition Through Compromise

1Now it happened Rwhen Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab, and the rest of our enemies heard that I had rebuilt the wall, and that there were no breaks left in it (though at that time I had not hung the doors in the gates), 

2that Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, “Come, let us meet together among the villages in the plain of ROno.” But they thought to do me harm.

3So I sent messengers to them, saying, “I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down. Why should the work cease while I leave it and go down to you?”

4But they sent me this message four times, and I answered them in the same manner.

Opposition Through Slander

5Then Sanballat sent his servant to me as before, the fifth time, with an open letter in his hand.

6In it was written:

It is reported among the nations, and Geshem* says, that you and the Jews plan to rebel; therefore, according to these rumors, you are rebuilding the wall, that you may be their king.

7And you have also appointed prophets to proclaim concerning you at Jerusalem, saying, “There is a king in Judah!” Now these matters will be reported to the king. So come, therefore, and let us consult together.

8Then I sent to him, saying, “No such things as you say are being done, but you invent them in your own heart.”

9For they all were trying to make us afraid, saying, “Their hands will be weakened in the work, and it will not be done.”

Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands.

Opposition Through Treachery

10Afterward I came to the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah, the son of Mehetabel, who was a secret informer; and he said, “Let us meet together in the house of God, within the Ttemple, and let us close the doors of the temple, for they are coming to kill you; indeed, at night they will come to kill you.”

11And I said, “Should such a man as I flee? And who is there such as I who would go into the temple to save his life? I will not go in!”

12Then I perceived that God had not sent him at all, but that Rhe pronounced this prophecy against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him.

13For this reason he was hired, that I should be afraid and act that way and sin, so that they might have cause for an evil report, that they might reproach me.

14My God, remember Tobiah and Sanballat, according to these their works, and the prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the prophets who would have made me afraid.

Completion of the Reconstruction

15So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of Elul, in fifty-two days.

16And it happened, when all our enemies heard of it, and all the nations around us saw these things, that they were very disheartened in their own eyes; for they perceived that this work was done by our God.

17Also in those days the nobles of Judah sent many letters to Tobiah, and the letters of Tobiah came to them.

18For many in Judah were pledged to him, because he was the Rson-in-law of Shechaniah the son of Arah, and his son Jehohanan had married the daughter of Meshullam the son of Berechiah.

19Also they reported his good deeds before me, and reported my Twords to him. Tobiah sent letters to frighten me.




CHAPTER 7

Organization of Jerusalem

1Then it was, when the wall was built and I had Rhung the doors, when the gatekeepers, the singers, and the Levites had been appointed, 

2that I gave the charge of Jerusalem to my brother Hanani, and Hananiah the leader of the citadel, for he was a faithful man and feared God more than many.

3And I said to them, “Do not let the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun is hot; and while they stand guard, let them shut and bar the doors; and appoint guards from among the inhabitants of Jerusalem, one at his watch station and another in front of his own house.”

4Now the city was large and spacious, but the people in it were Rfew, and the houses were not rebuilt.

The Plan

5Then my God put it into my heart to gather the nobles, the rulers, and the people, that they might be registered by genealogy. And I found a register of the genealogy of those who had come up in the first return, and found written in it:

6These* are the people of the province who came back from the captivity, of those who had been carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away, and who returned to Jerusalem and Judah, everyone to his city.

The Leaders

7Those who came with RZerubbabel were Jeshua, Nehemiah, TAzariah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, * Bigvai, Nehum, and Baanah.

The number of the men of the people of Israel:

The Men of Israel

8the sons of Parosh, two thousand one hundred and seventy-two;

9the sons of Shephatiah, three hundred and seventy-two;

10the sons of Arah, six hundred and fifty-two;

11the sons of Pahath-Moab, of the sons of Jeshua and Joab, two thousand eight hundred and eighteen;

12the sons of Elam, one thousand two hundred and fifty-four;

13the sons of Zattu, eight hundred and forty-five;

14the sons of Zaccai, seven hundred and sixty;

15the sons of Binnui, * six hundred and forty-eight;

16the sons of Bebai, six hundred and twenty-eight;

17the sons of Azgad, two thousand three hundred and twenty-two;

18the sons of Adonikam, six hundred and sixty-seven;

19the sons of Bigvai, two thousand and sixty-seven;

20the sons of Adin, six hundred and fifty-five;

21the sons of Ater of Hezekiah, ninety-eight;

22the sons of Hashum, three hundred and twenty-eight;

23the sons of Bezai, three hundred and twenty-four;

24the sons of Hariph, * one hundred and twelve;

25the sons of Gibeon, * ninety-five;

26the men of Bethlehem and Netophah, one hundred and eighty-eight;

27the men of Anathoth, one hundred and twenty-eight;

28the men of Beth Azmaveth, * forty-two;

29the men of TKirjath Jearim, Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hundred and forty-three;

30the men of Ramah and Geba, six hundred and twenty-one;

31the men of Michmas, one hundred and twenty-two;

32the men of Bethel and Ai, one hundred and twenty-three;

33the men of the other Nebo, fifty-two;

34the sons of the other Elam, one thousand two hundred and fifty-four;

35the sons of Harim, three hundred and twenty;

36the sons of Jericho, three hundred and forty-five;

37the sons of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven hundred and twenty-one;

38the sons of Senaah, three thousand nine hundred and thirty.

The Priests

39The priests: the sons of RJedaiah, of the house of Jeshua, nine hundred and seventy-three;

40the sons of RImmer, one thousand and fifty-two;

41the sons of Pashhur, one thousand two hundred and forty-seven;

42the sons of RHarim, one thousand and seventeen.

The Levites

43The Levites: the sons of Jeshua, of Kadmiel, and of the sons of Hodevah, * seventy-four.

44The singers: the sons of Asaph, one hundred and forty-eight.

45The gatekeepers: the sons of Shallum, the sons of Ater, the sons of Talmon, the sons of Akkub, the sons of Hatita, the sons of Shobai, one hundred and thirty-eight.

The Servants

46The Nethinim: the sons of Ziha, the sons of Hasupha, the sons of Tabbaoth, 

47the sons of Keros, the sons of Sia, * the sons of Padon, 

48the sons of Lebana, * the sons of Hagaba, * the sons of Salmai, *

49the sons of Hanan, the sons of Giddel, the sons of Gahar, 

50the sons of Reaiah, the sons of Rezin, the sons of Nekoda, 

51the sons of Gazzam, the sons of Uzza, the sons of Paseah, 

52the sons of Besai, the sons of Meunim, the sons of Nephishesim, *

53the sons of Bakbuk, the sons of Hakupha, the sons of Harhur, 

54the sons of Bazlith, * the sons of Mehida, the sons of Harsha, 

55the sons of Barkos, the sons of Sisera, the sons of Tamah, 

56the sons of Neziah, and the sons of Hatipha.

57The sons of Solomon’s servants: the sons of Sotai, the sons of Sophereth, the sons of Perida, *

58the sons of Jaala, the sons of Darkon, the sons of Giddel, 

59the sons of Shephatiah, the sons of Hattil, the sons of Pochereth of Zebaim, and the sons of Amon.*

60All the Nethinim, and the sons of Solomon’s servants, were three hundred and ninety-two.

The Men of Israel

61And these were the ones who came up from Tel Melah, Tel Harsha, Cherub, Addon, * and Immer, but they could not identify their father’s house nor their lineage, whether they were of Israel:

62the sons of Delaiah, the sons of Tobiah, the sons of Nekoda, six hundred and forty-two;

The Priests

63and of the priests: the sons of Habaiah, the sons of Koz, * the sons of Barzillai, who took a wife of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite, and was called by their name.

64These sought their listing among those who were registered by genealogy, but it was not found; therefore they were excluded from the priesthood as defiled.

65And the governor* said to them that they should not eat of the most holy things till a priest could consult with the Urim and Thummim.

The Total of the Remnant

66Altogether the whole assembly was forty-two thousand three hundred and sixty, 

67besides their male and female servants, of whom there were seven thousand three hundred and thirty-seven; and they had two hundred and forty-five men and women singers.

68Their horses were seven hundred and thirty-six, their mules two hundred and forty-five, 

69their camels four hundred and thirty-five, and donkeys six thousand seven hundred and twenty.

The Gifts of the Remnant for the Temple

70And some of the heads of the fathers’ houses gave to the work. RThe governor* gave to the treasury one thousand gold drachmas, fifty basins, and five hundred and thirty priestly garments.

71Some of the heads of the fathers’ houses gave to the treasury of the work twenty thousand gold drachmas, and two thousand two hundred silver minas.

72And that which the rest of the people gave was twenty thousand gold drachmas, two thousand silver minas, and sixty-seven priestly garments.

73So the priests, the Levites, the gate-keepers, the singers, some of the people, the Nethinim, and all Israel dwelt in their cities. RWhen the seventh month came, the children of Israel were in their cities.




CHAPTER 8

Reading of the Law

1Now all Rthe people gathered together as one man in the open square that was Rin front of the Water Gate; and they told Ezra the Rscribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded Israel.

2So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly of men and women and all who could hear with understanding Ron the first day of the seventh month.

3Then he Rread from it in the open square that was in front of the Water Gate from morning until midday, before the men and women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law.

4So Ezra the scribe stood on a platform of wood which they had made for the purpose; and beside him, at his right hand, stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Urijah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah; and at his left hand Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam.

5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people Rstood up.

6And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. Then all the people answered, “Amen, Amen!” while lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground.

7Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, Rhelped the people to understand the Law; and the people Rstood in their place.

8So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they gave the sense, and helped them to understand the reading.

Israel Celebrates Her Understanding of the Law

9RAnd Nehemiah, who was the governor, * Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, R“This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn nor weep.” For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the Law.

10Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and send portions to those for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. Do not sorrow, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”

11So the Levites quieted all the people, saying, “Be still, for the day is holy; do not be grieved.”

12And all the people went their way to eat and drink, to Rsend portions and rejoice greatly, because they understood the words that were declared to them.

Israel Obeys the Law

13Now on the second day the heads of the fathers’ houses of all the people, with the priests and Levites, were gathered to Ezra the scribe, in order to understand the words of the Law.

14And they found written in the Law, which the LORD had commanded by Moses, that the children of Israel should dwell in RboothsT during the feast of the seventh month, 

15and Rthat they should announce and proclaim in all their cities and Rin Jerusalem, saying, “Go out to the mountain, and Rbring olive branches, branches of oil trees, myrtle branches, palm branches, and branches of leafy trees, to make booths, as it is written.”

16Then the people went out and brought them and made themselves booths, each one on the roof of his house, or in their courtyards or the courts of the house of God, and in the open square of the Water Gate and in the open square of the Gate of Ephraim.

17So the whole assembly of those who had returned from the captivity made booths and sat under the booths; for since the days of Joshua the son of Nun until that day the children of Israel had not done so. And there was very Rgreat gladness.

18Also Rday by day, from the first day until the last day, he read from the Book of the Law of God. And they kept the feast Rseven days; and on the Reighth day there was a sacred assembly, according to the prescribed manner.




CHAPTER 9

Spiritual Preparation of Israel

1Now on the twenty-fourth day of Rthis month the children of Israel were assembled with fasting, in sackcloth, Rand with dust on their heads.*

2Then Rthose of Israelite lineage separated themselves from all foreigners; and they stood and confessed their sins and the iniquities of their fathers.

3And they stood up in their place and Rread from the Book of the Law of the LORD their God for one-fourth of the day; and for another fourth they confessed and worshiped the LORD their God.

The Great Deliverances of God

4Then Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani stood on the stairs of the Levites and cried out with a loud voice to the LORD their God.

5And the Levites, Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabniah, Sherebiah, Hodijah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah, said:

“Stand up and bless the LORD your God

Forever and ever!

“Blessed be RYour glorious name, 

Which is exalted above all blessing and praise!

6RYou alone are the LORD;

RYou have made heaven, 

RThe heaven of heavens, with Rall their host, 

The earth and everything on it, 

The seas and all that is in them, 

And You preserve them all.

The host of heaven worships You.

7“You are the LORD God, 

Who chose RAbram, 

And brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans, 

And gave him the name Abraham;

8You found his heart faithful before You, 

And made a Rcovenant with him

To give the land of the Canaanites, 

The Hittites, the Amorites, 

The Perizzites, the Jebusites, 

And the Girgashites—

To give it to his descendants.

You Rhave performed Your words, 

For You are righteous.

9“YouR saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt, 

And heard their cry by the Red Sea.

10You Rshowed signs and wonders against Pharaoh, 

Against all his servants, 

And against all the people of his land.

For You knew that they Racted proudly against them.

So You Rmade a name for Yourself, as it is this day. 

11RAnd You divided the sea before them, 

So that they went through the midst of the sea on the dry land;

And their persecutors You threw into the deep, 

As a stone into the mighty waters.

12Moreover You Rled them by day with a cloudy pillar, 

And by night with a pillar of fire, 

To give them light on the road

Which they should travel.

13“YouR came down also on Mount Sinai, 

And spoke with them from heaven, 

And gave them Rjust ordinances and true laws, 

Good statutes and commandments.

14You made known to them Your Rholy Sabbath, 

And commanded them precepts, statutes and laws, 

By the hand of Moses Your servant.

15You Rgave them bread from heaven for their hunger, 

And Rbrought them water out of the rock for their thirst, 

And told them to Rgo in to possess the land

Which You had sworn to give them.

The Great Sins of Israel

16“ButR they and our fathers acted Tproudly, 

RHardened their necks, 

And did not heed Your commandments.

17They refused to obey, 

And Rthey were not mindful of Your wonders

That You did among them.

But they hardened their necks, 

And in their rebellion*

They appointed Ra leader

To return to their bondage.

But You are God, 

Ready to pardon, 

RGracious and merciful, 

Slow to anger, 

Abundant in kindness, 

And did not forsake them.

18“Even Rwhen they made a molded calf for themselves, 

And said, ‘This is your god

That brought you up out of Egypt, ’

And worked great provocations, 

19Yet in Your Rmanifold mercies

You did not forsake them in the wilderness.

The Rpillar of the cloud did not depart from them by day, 

To lead them on the road;

Nor the pillar of fire by night, 

To show them light, 

And the way they should go.

20You also gave Your Rgood Spirit to instruct them, 

And did not withhold Your Rmanna from their mouth, 

And gave them water for their thirst.

21RForty years You sustained them in the wilderness;

They lacked nothing;

Their clothes did not wear out*

And their feet did not swell.

22“Moreover You gave them kingdoms and nations, 

And divided them into districts.*

So they took possession of the land of RSihon, 

The land of* the king of Heshbon, 

And the land of Og king of Bashan.

23You also multiplied Rtheir children as the stars of heaven, 

And brought them into the land

Which You had told their fathers

To go in and possess.

24So Rthe people went in

And possessed the land;

You subdued before them the inhabitants of the land, 

The Canaanites, 

And gave them into their hands, 

With their kings

And the people of the land, 

That they might do with them as they wished.

25And they took strong cities and a Rrich land, 

And possessed Rhouses full of all goods, 

Cisterns already dug, vineyards, olive groves, 

And fruit trees in abundance.

So they ate and were filled and Rgrew fat, 

And delighted themselves in Your great Rgoodness.

26“Nevertheless they were disobedient

And rebelled against You, 

Cast Your law behind their backs

And killed Your Rprophets, who testified against them

To turn them to Yourself;

And they worked great provocations.

27RTherefore You delivered them into the hand of their enemies, 

Who oppressed them;

And in the time of their trouble, 

When they cried to You, 

You Rheard from heaven;

And according to Your abundant mercies

RYou gave them deliverers who saved them

From the hand of their enemies.

28“But after they had rest, 

RThey again did evil before You.

Therefore You left them in the hand of their enemies, 

So that they had dominion over them;

Yet when they returned and cried out to You, 

You heard from heaven;

And many times You delivered them according to Your mercies, 

29And testified against them, 

That You might bring them back to Your law.

Yet they acted Tproudly, 

And did not heed Your commandments, 

But sinned against Your judgments, 

‘Which if a man does, he shall live by them.’*

And they shrugged their shoulders, 

Stiffened their necks, 

And would not hear.

30Yet for many years You had patience with them, 

And testified against them by Your Spirit Rin Your prophets.

Yet they would not listen;

RTherefore You gave them into the hand of the peoples of the lands.

31Nevertheless in Your great mercy

RYou did not utterly consume them nor forsake them;

For You are God, gracious and merciful.

Renewal of the Covenant

32“Now therefore, our God, 

The great, the Rmighty, and awesome God, 

Who keeps covenant and mercy:

Do not let all the Ttrouble seem small before You

That has come upon us, 

Our kings and our princes, 

Our priests and our prophets, 

Our fathers and on all Your people, 

RFrom the days of the kings of Assyria until this day.

33However RYou are just in all that has befallen us;

For You have dealt faithfully, 

But we have done wickedly.

34Neither our kings nor our princes, 

Our priests nor our fathers, 

Have kept Your law, 

Nor heeded Your commandments and Your testimonies, 

With which You testified against them.

35For they have Rnot served You in their kingdom, 

Or in the many good things that You gave them, 

Or in the large and rich land which You set before them;

Nor did they turn from their wicked works.

36“Here Rwe are, servants today!

And the land that You gave to our fathers, 

To eat its fruit and its bounty, 

Here we are, servants in it!

37And Rit yields much increase to the kings

You have set over us, 

Because of our sins;

Also they have Rdominion over our bodies and our cattle

At their pleasure;

And we are in great distress.

38“And because of all this, 

We Rmake a sure covenant and write it;

Our leaders, our Levites, and our priests Rseal it.”




CHAPTER 10

Ratifiers of the Covenant

1Now those who placed their seal on the document were:

Nehemiah the Tgovernor, Rthe son of Hacaliah, and Zedekiah, 

2Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, 

3Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah, 

4Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch, 

5Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah, 

6Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, 

7Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin, 

8Maaziah, Bilgai, and Shemaiah. These were the priests.

9The Levites: Jeshua the son of Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of Henadad, and Kadmiel.

10Their brethren: Shebaniah, Hodijah, Kel-ita, Pelaiah, Hanan, 

11Micha, Rehob, Hashabiah, 

12Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah, 

13Hodijah, Bani, and Beninu.

14The leaders of the people: RParosh, Pahath-Moab, Elam, Zattu, Bani, 

15Bunni, Azgad, Bebai, 

16Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, 

17Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur, 

18Hodijah, Hashum, Bezai, 

19Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai, 

20Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir, 

21Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua, 

22Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah, 

23Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub, 

24Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek, 

25Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah, 

26Ahijah, Hanan, Anan, 

27Malluch, Harim, and Baanah.

Stipulations of the Covenant

28RNow the rest of the people—the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the Nethinim, and all those who had separated themselves from the peoples of the lands to the Law of God, their wives, their sons, and their daughters, everyone who had knowledge and understanding—

29these joined with their brethren, their nobles, Rand entered into a curse and an oath Rto walk in God’s Law, which was given by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all the commandments of the LORD our Lord, and His ordinances and His statutes:

30We would not give Rour daughters as wives to the peoples of the land, nor take their daughters for our sons;

31Rif the peoples of the land brought wares or any grain to sell on the Sabbath day, we would not buy it from them on the Sabbath, or on a holy day; and we would forego the Rseventh year’s produce and the exacting of every debt.

32Also we made ordinances for ourselves, to exact from ourselves yearly Rone-third of a shekel for the service of the house of our God:

33for Rthe showbread, for the regular grain offering, for the regular burnt offering of the Sabbaths, the New Moons, and the set feasts; for the holy things, for the sin offerings to make atonement for Israel, and all the work of the house of our God.

34We cast lots among the priests, the Levites, and the people, Rfor bringing the wood offering into the house of our God, according to our fathers’ houses, at the appointed times year by year, to burn on the altar of the LORD our God Ras it is written in the Law.

35And we made ordinances Rto bring the firstfruits of our ground and the firstfruits of all fruit of all trees, year by year, to the house of the LORD;

36to bring the firstborn of our sons and our cattle, as it is written in the Law, and the firstborn of our herds and our flocks, to the house of our God, to the priests who minister in the house of our God;

37Rto bring the firstfruits of our dough, our offerings, the fruit from all kinds of trees, the new wine and oil, to the priests, to the storerooms of the Thouse of our God; and to bring the tithes of our land to the Levites, for the Levites should receive the tithes in all our farming communities.

38And the priest, the descendant of Aaron, shall be with the Levites Rwhen the Levites receive tithes; and the Levites shall bring up a tenth of the tithes to the house of our God, to the rooms of the storehouse.

39For the children of Israel and the children of Levi shall bring the offering of the grain, of the new wine and the oil, to the storerooms where the articles of the sanctuary are, where the priests who minister and the gatekeepers and the singers are; and we will not neglect the house of our God.




CHAPTER 11

Plan for the Resettlement

1Now the leaders of the people dwelt at Jerusalem; the rest of the people cast lots to bring one out of ten to dwell in Jerusalem, Rthe holy city, and nine-tenths were to dwell in other cities.

2And the people blessed all the men who Rwillingly offered themselves to dwell at Jerusalem.

Resettlement Within Jerusalem

3RThese are the heads of the province who dwelt in Jerusalem. (But in the cities of Judah everyone dwelt in his own possession in their cities—Israelites, priests, Levites, RNethinim, and Rdescendants of Solomon’s servants.)

4Also Rin Jerusalem dwelt some of the children of Judah and of the children of Benjamin.

The children of Judah: Athaiah the son of Uzziah, the son of Zechariah, the son of Amariah, the son of Shephatiah, the son of Mahalalel, of the children of Perez;

5and Maaseiah the son of Baruch, the son of Col-Hozeh, the son of Hazaiah, the son of Adaiah, the son of Joiarib, the son of Zechariah, the son of Shiloni.

6All the sons of Perez who dwelt at Jerusalem were four hundred and sixty-eight valiant men.

7And these are the sons of Benjamin: Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son of Joed, the son of Pedaiah, the son of Kolaiah, the son of Maaseiah, the son of Ithiel, the son of Jeshaiah;

8and after him Gabbai and Sallai, nine hundred and twenty-eight.

9Joel the son of Zichri was their overseer, and Judah the son of Senuah* was second over the city.

10ROf the priests: Jedaiah the son of Joiarib, and Jachin;

11Seraiah the son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son of Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, was the leader of the house of God.

12Their brethren who did the work of the house were eight hundred and twenty-two; and Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the son of Pelaliah, the son of Amzi, the son of Zecha-riah, the son of Pashhur, the son of Malchijah, 

13and his brethren, heads of the fathers’ houses, were two hundred and forty-two; and Amashai the son of Azarel, the son of Ahzai, the son of Meshillemoth, the son of Immer, 

14and their brethren, mighty men of valor, were one hundred and twenty-eight. Their overseer was Zabdiel the son of one of the great men.*

15Also of the Levites: Shemaiah the son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of Hashabiah, the son of Bunni;

16Shabbethai and Jozabad, of the heads of the Levites, had the oversight of the business outside of the Thouse of God;

17Mattaniah the son of Micha, * the son of Zabdi, the son of Asaph, the leader who began the thanksgiving with prayer; Bakbukiah, the second among his brethren; and Abda the son of Shammua, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun.

18All the Levites in Rthe holy city were two hundred and eighty-four.

19Moreover the gatekeepers, Akkub, Talmon, and their brethren who kept the gates, were one hundred and seventy-two.

20And the rest of Israel, of the priests and Levites, were in all the cities of Judah, everyone in his inheritance.

21But the Nethinim dwelt in Ophel. And Ziha and Gishpa were over the Nethinim.

22Also the overseer of the Levites at Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of Bani, the son of Hashabiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Micha, of the sons of Asaph, the singers in charge of the service of the house of God.

23For it was the king’s command concerning them that a certain portion should be for the singers, a quota day by day.

24Pethahiah the son of Meshezabel, of the children of RZerah the son of Judah, was Rthe king’s deputy* in all matters concerning the people.

Resettlement Outside of Jerusalem

25And as for the villages with their fields, some of the children of Judah dwelt in RKirjath Arba and its villages, Dibon and its villages, Jekabzeel and its villages;

26in Jeshua, Moladah, Beth Pelet, 

27Hazar Shual, and Beersheba and its villages;

28in Ziklag and Meconah and its villages;

29in En Rimmon, Zorah, Jarmuth, 

30Zanoah, Adullam, and their villages; in Lachish and its fields; in Azekah and its villages. They dwelt from Beersheba to the Valley of Hinnom.

31Also the children of Benjamin from Geba dwelt in Michmash, Aija, and Bethel, and their villages;

32in Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah;

33in Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim;

34in Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat;

35in Lod, Ono, and Rthe Valley of Craftsmen.

36Some of the Judean divisions of Levites were in Benjamin.




CHAPTER 12

Register of the Priests and the Levites

1Now these are the Rpriests and the Levites who came up with RZerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, 

2Amariah, TMalluch, Hattush, 

3Shechaniah, Rehum, Meremoth, 

4Iddo, Ginnethoi, * RAbijah, 

5Mijamin, Maadiah, Bilgah, 

6Shemaiah, Joiarib, Jedaiah, 

7Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, and Jedaiah.

These were the heads of the priests and their brethren in the days of Jeshua.

8Moreover the Levites were Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah Rwho led the thanksgiving psalms, he and his brethren.

9Also Bakbukiah and Unni, their brethren, stood across from them in their duties.

10Jeshua begot Joiakim, Joiakim begot Eliashib, Eliashib begot Joiada, 

11Joiada begot Jonathan, and Jonathan begot Jaddua.

12Now in the days of Joiakim, the priests, the heads of the fathers’ houses were: of Seraiah, Meraiah; of Jeremiah, Hananiah;

13of Ezra, Meshullam; of Amariah, Jehohanan;

14of Melichu, * Jonathan; of Shebaniah, * Joseph;

15of Harim, * Adna; of Meraioth, * Helkai;

16of Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon, Meshullam;

17of Abijah, Zichri; the son of Minjamin;* of Moadiah, * Piltai;

18of Bilgah, Shammua; of Shemaiah, Jehonathan;

19of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi;

20of Sallai, * Kallai; of Amok, Eber;

21of Hilkiah, Hashabiah; and of Jedaiah, Nethanel.

22During the reign of Darius the Persian, a record was also kept of the Levites and priests who had been Rheads of their fathers’ houses in the days of Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan, and Jaddua.

23The sons of Levi, the heads of the fathers’ houses until the days of Johanan the son of Eliashib, were written in the book of the Rchronicles.

24And the heads of the Levites were Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua the son of Kadmiel, with their brothers across from them, to Rpraise and give thanks, group alternating with group, according to the command of David the man of God.

25Mattaniah, Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Meshullam, Talmon, and Akkub were gatekeepers keeping the watch at the storerooms of the gates.

26These lived in the days of Joiakim the son of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, * and in the days of Nehemiah Rthe governor, and of Ezra the priest, the scribe.

Dedication of the Jerusalem Wall

27Now at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought out the Levites in all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem to celebrate the dedication with gladness, both with thanksgivings and singing, with cymbals and stringed instruments and harps.

28And the sons of the singers gathered together from the countryside around Jerusalem, from the villages of the Netophathites, 

29from the house of Gilgal, and from the fields of Geba and Azmaveth; for the singers had built themselves villages all around Jerusalem.

30Then the priests and Levites Rpurified themselves, and purified the people, the gates, and the wall.

31So I brought the leaders of Judah up on the wall, and appointed two large thanksgiving choirs. One went to the right hand on the wall toward the Refuse Gate.

32After them went Hoshaiah and half of the leaders of Judah, 

33and Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam, 

34Judah, Benjamin, Shemaiah, Jeremiah, 

35and some of the priests’ sons Rwith trumpets—Zechariah the son of Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Michaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son of Asaph, 

36and his brethren, Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel, Judah, and Hanani, with Rthe musical Rinstruments of David the man of God. Ezra the scribe went before them.

37RBy the Fountain Gate, in front of them, they went up Rthe stairs of the RCity of David, on the stairway of the wall, beyond the house of David, as far as the Water Gate eastward.

38RThe other thanksgiving choir went the opposite way, and I was behind them with half of the people on the wall, going past the RTower of the Ovens as far as Rthe Broad Wall, 

39and above the Gate of Ephraim, above the Old Gate, above the Fish Gate, Rthe Tower of Hananel, the Tower of the Hundred, as far as the Sheep Gate; and they stopped by the Gate of the Prison.

40So the two thanksgiving choirs stood in the house of God, likewise I and the half of the rulers with me;

41and the priests, Eliakim, Maaseiah, Minjamin, * Michaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and Hananiah, with trumpets;

42also Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malchijah, Elam, and Ezer. The singers Tsang loudly with Jezrahiah the director.

43Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced, for God had made them rejoice with great joy; the women and the children also rejoiced, so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard Rafar off.

44And at the same time some were appointed over the rooms of the storehouse for the offerings, the firstfruits, and the tithes, to gather into them from the fields of the cities the portions specified by the Law for the priests and Levites; for Judah rejoiced over the priests and Levites who ministered.

45Both the singers and the gatekeepers kept the charge of their God and the charge of the purification, according to the command of David and Solomon his son.

46For in the days of David and Asaph of old there were chiefs of the singers, and songs of praise and thanksgiving to God.

47In the days of Zerubbabel and in the days of Nehemiah all Israel gave the portions for the singers and the gatekeepers, a portion for each day. They also consecrated holy things for the Levites, and the Levites consecrated them for the children of Aaron.




CHAPTER 13

Separation from the Heathen

1On that day Rthey read from the Book of Moses in the hearing of the people, and in it was found written Rthat no Ammonite or Moabite should ever come into the assembly of God, 

2because they had not met the children of Israel with bread and water, but Rhired Balaam against them to curse them. RHowever, our God turned the curse into a blessing.

3So it was, when they had heard the Law, Rthat they separated all the mixed multitude from Israel.

4Now before this, Eliashib the priest, having authority over the storerooms of the house of our God, was allied with Tobiah.

5And he had prepared for him a large room, Rwhere previously they had stored the grain offerings, the frankincense, the articles, the tithes of grain, the new wine and oil, which were commanded to be given to the Levites and singers and gatekeepers, and the offerings for the priests.

6But during all this I was not in Jerusalem, Rfor in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes king of Babylon I had returned to the king. Then after certain days I obtained leave from the king, 

7and I came to Jerusalem and discovered the evil that Eliashib had done for Tobiah, in Rpreparing a room for him in the courts of the Thouse of God.

8And it grieved me bitterly; therefore I threw all the household goods of Tobiah out of the room.

9Then I commanded them to Rcleanse the rooms; and I brought back into them the articles of the house of God, with the grain offering and the frankincense. 

Restoration of Levitical Support

10I also realized that the portions for the Levites had Rnot been given them; for each of the Levites and the singers who did the work had gone back to his field.

11So RI contended with the rulers, and said, R“Why is the house of God forsaken?” And I gathered them together and set them in their place.

12RThen all Judah brought the tithe of the grain and the new wine and the oil to the storehouse.

13RAnd I appointed as treasurers over the storehouse Shelemiah the priest and Zadok the scribe, and of the Levites, Pedaiah; and next to them was Hanan the son of Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah; for they were considered Rfaithful, and their task was to distribute to their brethren.

14RRemember me, O my God, concerning this, and do not wipe out my good deeds that I have done for the house of my God, and for its services!

Restoration of the Sabbath

15In those days I saw people in Judah treading wine presses Ron the Sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and loading donkeys with wine, grapes, figs, and all kinds of burdens, Rwhich they brought into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. And I warned them about the day on which they were selling provisions.

16Men of Tyre dwelt there also, who brought in fish and all kinds of goods, and sold them on the Sabbath to the children of Judah, and in Jerusalem.

17Then I contended with the nobles of Judah, and said to them, “What evil thing is this that you do, by which you profane the Sabbath day?

18R“Did not your fathers do thus, and did not our God bring all this disaster on us and on this city? Yet you bring added wrath on Israel by profaning the Sabbath.” 

19So it was, at the gates of Jerusalem, as it began to be dark before the Sabbath, that I commanded the gates to be shut, and charged that they must not be opened till after the Sabbath. Then I posted some of my servants at the gates, so that no burdens would be brought in on the Sabbath day.

20Now the merchants and sellers of all kinds of Twares Tlodged outside Jerusalem once or twice.

21Then I warned them, and said to them, “Why do you spend the night Taround the wall? If you do so again, I will lay hands on you!” From that time on they came no more on the Sabbath.

22And I commanded the Levites that Rthey should cleanse themselves, and that they should go and guard the gates, to sanctify the Sabbath day.

Remember me, O my God, concerning this also, and spare me according to the greatness of Your mercy!

Restoration from Mixed Marriages

23In those days I also saw Jews who Rhad married women of RAshdod, Ammon, and Moab.

24And half of their children spoke the language of Ashdod, and could not speak the language of Judah, but spoke according to the language of one or the other people.

25So I Rcontended with them and cursed them, struck some of them and pulled out their hair, and made them swear by God, saying, “You shall not give your daughters as wives to their sons, nor take their daughters for your sons or yourselves.

26R“Did not Solomon king of Israel sin by these things? Yet among many nations there was no king like him, Rwho was beloved of his God; and God made him king over all Israel. Nevertheless pagan women caused even him to sin.

27“Should we then hear of your doing all this great evil, Rtransgressing against our God by marrying pagan women?”

28And one of the sons Rof Joiada, the son of Eliashib the high priest, was a son-in-law of RSanballat the Horonite; therefore I drove him from me.

29Remember them, O my God, because they have defiled the priesthood and the covenant of the priesthood and the Levites.

Restoration in Summary

30Thus I cleansed them of everything pagan. I also assigned duties to the priests and the Levites, each to his service, 

31and to bringing the wood offering and the firstfruits at appointed times.

Remember me, O my God, for good!




The Book of Esther
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THE BOOK OF ESTHER

God’s hand of providence and protection on behalf of His people is evident throughout the Book of Esther, though His name does not appear once. Haman’s plot brings grave danger to the Jews and is countered by the courage of beautiful Esther and the counsel of her wise cousin Mordecai, resulting in a great deliverance. The Feast of Purim becomes an annual reminder of God’s faithfulness on behalf of His people.

Esther’s Hebrew name was Hadassah, “Myrtle” (2:7), but her Persian name Ester was derived from the Persian word for “Star” (stara). The Greek title for this book is Esther, and the Latin title is Hester.
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THE AUTHOR OF ESTHER

While the author’s identity is not indicated in the text, the evident knowledge of Persian etiquette and customs, the palace in Susa, and details of the events in the reign of Ahasuerus indicate that the author lived in Persia during this period. The obvious Jewish nationalism and knowledge of Jewish customs further suggest that the author was Jewish. If this Persian Jew was not an eyewitness, he probably knew people who were. The book must have been written soon after the death of King Ahasuerus (464 B.C.), because 10:2, 3 speak of his reign in the past tense. Some writers suggest that Mordecai himself wrote the book; this seems unlikely, for although Mordecai did keep records (9:20), 10:2, 3 imply that his career was already over. Nevertheless, the author certainly made use of Mordecai’s records and may have had access to the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Media and Persia (2:23; 10:2). Ezra and Nehemiah have also been suggested for authorship, but the vocabulary and style of Esther is dissimilar to that found in their books. It seems likely that a younger contemporary of Mordecai composed the book.
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THE TIME OF ESTHER

Ahasuerus is the Hebrew name and Xerxes the Greek name of Khshayarsh, king of Persia in 486–464 B.C. According to 1:3, the feast of Xerxes took place in his third year, or 483 B.C. The historian Herodotus refers to this banquet as the occasion of Xerxes’ planning for a military campaign against Greece. But in 479 B.C. he was defeated by the Greeks at Salamis, and Herodotus tells us that he sought consolation in his harem. This corresponds to the time when he held a “contest” and crowned Esther queen of Persia (2:16, 17). Since the events of the rest of the book took place in 473 B.C. (3:7–12), the chronological span is ten years (483–473 B.C.). The probable time of authorship was between 464 B.C. (the end of Xerxes’ reign; see 10:2, 3) and about 435 B.C. (the palace at Susa was destroyed by fire during that period, and such an event would probably have been mentioned). The historical and linguistic features of Esther do not support a date later than 400 B.C., as there is no trace of Greek influence.

Xerxes was a boisterous man of emotional extremes, whose actions were often strange and contradictory. This fact sheds light on his ability to sign a decree for the annihilation of the Jews, and two months later to sign a second decree allowing them to overthrow their enemies.

Esther was addressed to the many Jews who did not return to their homeland. Not all the godly people left—some did not return for legitimate reasons. Most were disobedient in staying in Persia. Nevertheless, God continued to care for His people in voluntary exile.
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THE CHRIST OF ESTHER

Esther, like Christ, puts herself in the place of death for her people but receives the approval of the king. She also portrays Christ’s work as Advocate on our behalf. This book reveals another satanic threat to destroy the Jewish people and thus, the messianic line. God continues to preserve His people in spite of opposition and danger, and nothing can prevent the coming of the Messiah.
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KEYS TO ESTHER

Key Word: Providence—The Book of Esther was written to show how the Jewish people were protected and preserved by the gracious hand of God from the threat of annihilation. Although God disciplines His covenant people, He never abandons them. The God of Israel is the sovereign controller of history, and His providential care can be seen throughout this book: He raises a Jewish girl out of obscurity to become the queen of the most powerful empire in the world; He ensures that Mordecai’s loyal deed is recorded in the palace records; He guides Esther’s admission to the king’s court; He superintends the timing of Esther’s two feasts; He is involved in Ahasuerus’s insomnia and the cure he uses for it; He sees that Haman’s gallows will be utilized in an unexpected way; He gives Esther great favor in the sight of the king; and He brings about the new decree and the eventual victory of the Jews.

Key Verses: Esther 4:14; 8:17—“For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish. Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” (4:14).

“And in every province and city, wherever the king’s command and decree came, the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a holiday. Then many of the people of the land became Jews, because fear of the Jews fell upon them” (8:17).

Key Chapter: Esther 8—According to the Book of Esther, the salvation of the Jews is accomplished through the second decree of King Ahasuerus, allowing the Jews to defend themselves against their enemies. Chapter 8 records this pivotal event with the accompanying result that “many of the people of the land became Jews” (8:17).
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SURVEY OF ESTHER

The story of Esther fits between chapters 6 and 7 of Ezra, between the first return led by Zerubbabel and the second return led by Ezra. It provides the only biblical portrait of the vast majority of Jews who choose to remain in Persia rather than return to Palestine. God’s guiding and protective hand on behalf of His people is evident throughout this book, even though His name does not appear in it. The clearly emerging message is that God uses ordinary men and women to overcome impossible circumstances to accomplish His gracious purposes. Chapters 1–4 describe the threat to the Jews, and chapters 5–10 describe the triumph of the Jews.

The Threat to the Jews (1–4): The story begins in Ahasuerus’s winter palace at Susa. The king provides a lavish banquet and display of royal glory for the people of Susa, and proudly seeks to make Queen Vashti’s beauty a part of the program. When she refuses to appear, the king is counseled to depose her and seek another queen, because it is feared that the other women will become insolent if Vashti goes unpunished. Esther later finds favor in the eyes of Ahasuerus and wins the royal “beauty pageant.” At her cousin Mordecai’s instruction, she does not reveal that she is Jewish. With her help, Mordecai is able to warn the king of an assassination plot, and his deed is recorded in the palace records. Meanwhile, Haman becomes captain of the princes, but Mordecai refuses to bow to him. When he learns that Mordecai is Jewish, Haman plots for a year to eliminate all Jews, as his rage and hatred grow. He casts lots (purim) daily during this period until he determines the best day to have them massacred. Through bribery and lies he convinces Ahasuerus to issue an edict that all Jews in the empire will be slain eleven months hence in a single day. Haman conceives his plot in envy and a vengeful spirit, and he executes it with malicious craft. The decree creates a state of confusion, and Mordecai asks Esther to appeal to the king to spare the Jews. At the peril of her life, Esther decides to see the king and reveal her nationality in a desperate attempt to dissuade Ahasuerus. Mordecai convinces her that she has been called to her high position for this purpose.

The Triumph of the Jews (5–10): After fasting, Esther appears before the king and wisely invites him to a banquet along with Haman. At the banquet she requests that they attend a second banquet, as she seeks the right moment to divulge her request. Haman is flattered but later enraged when he sees Mordecai. He takes his wife’s suggestion to build a large gallows for Mordecai (he cannot wait the eleven months for Mordecai to be slain). That night Ahasuerus decides to treat his insomnia by reading the palace records. Reading about Mordecai’s deed, he wants him to be honored. Haman, mistakenly thinking the king wants to honor him, tells the king how the honor should be bestowed, only to find out that the reward is for Mordecai. He is humbled and infuriated by being forced to honor the man he loathes. At Esther’s second banquet Ahasuerus offers her as much as half of his kingdom for the third time. She then makes her plea for her people and accuses Haman of his treachery. The infuriated king has Haman hanged on the gallows that Haman intended for Mordecai. The gallows, seventy-five feet high, was designed to make Mordecai’s downfall a city-wide spectacle, but it ironically provides Haman with unexpected public attention—posthumously.

Persian law sealed with the king’s ring (3:12) cannot be revoked, but at Esther’s request the king issues a new decree to all the provinces that the Jews may assemble and defend themselves on the day when they are attacked by their enemies. This decree changes the outcome intended by the first order and produces great joy. Mordecai is also elevated and set over the house of Haman. When the fateful day of the two decrees arrives, the Jews defeat their enemies in their cities throughout the Persian provinces, but do not take the plunder. The next day becomes a day of celebration and an annual Jewish holiday called the Feast of Purim. The word is derived from the Assyrian puru, meaning “lot, ” referring to the lots cast by Haman to determine the day decreed for the Jewish annihilation. The narrative closes with the advancement of Mordecai to a position second only to the king.
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OUTLINE OF ESTHER

Part One: The Threat to the Jews (1:14:17)

I. The Selection of Esther as Queen … 1:1–2:20

A. The Divorce of Vashti … 1:1–22

1. The Feasts of Ahasuerus … 1:1–8

2. Refusal of Queen Vashti … 1:9–12

3. Removal of Vashti … 1:13–22

B. The Marriage to Esther … 2:1–20

1. Decree to Search for Vashti’s Replacement … 2:1–4

2. Preparation of Esther … 2:5–14

3. Selection of Queen Esther … 2:15–20

II. The Formulation of the Plot by Haman … 2:21–4:17

A. Mordecai Reveals the Plot to Murder the King … 2:21–23

B. Haman Plots to Murder the Jews … 3:1–4:17

1. Haman Is Promoted … 3:1

2. The Reason for Haman’s Plot … 3:2–6

3. Ahasuerus’s Decree to Destroy the Jews … 3:7–4:17

Part Two: The Triumph of the Jews (5:1–10:3)

I. The Triumph of Mordecai over Haman … 5:1–8:3

A. Setting for the Triumph … 5:1–6:3

1. Esther’s First Feast … 5:1–8

2. Haman Plots to Kill Mordecai … 5:9–14

3. King Ahasuerus’s Plan to Honor Mordecai … 6:1–3

B. Mordecai Is Honored … 6:4–14

1. Haman’s Plan to Honor Himself … 6:4–9

2. Haman Is Forced to Honor Mordecai … 6:10–14

C. Haman Dies on Gallows Prepared for Mordecai … 7:1–10

1. Esther’s Second Feast … 7:1–4

2. Haman Is Indicted … 7:5–8

3. Haman Is Hanged … 7:9, 10

D. Mordecai Is Given Haman’s House … 8:1–3

II. The Triumph of Israel over Her Enemies … 8:4–10:3

A. Preparation for the Victory of Israel … 8:4–17

1. Esther’s Petition to King Ahasuerus … 8:4–6

2. King Ahasuerus’s Counter-Decree … 8:7–14

3. Many Gentiles Are Converted … 8:15–17

B. Israel’s Victory over Her Enemies … 9:1–16

1. Victories on the First Day … 9:1–11

2. Victories on the Second Day … 9:12–16

C. Israel’s Celebration … 9:17–10:3

1. The Feast of Purim … 9:17–32

2. The Fame of Mordecai … 10:1–3




CHAPTER 1

The Feasts of Ahasuerus

1Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus* (this was the Ahasuerus who reigned over one hundred and twenty-seven provinces, from India to Ethiopia), 

2in those days when King Ahasuerus Rsat on the throne of his kingdom, which was in RShushan* the citadel, 

3that in the third year of his reign he Rmade a feast for all his officials and servants—the powers of Persia and Media, the nobles, and the princes of the provinces being before him—

4when he showed the riches of his glorious kingdom and the splendor of his excellent majesty for many days, one hundred and eighty days in all.

5And when these days were completed, the king made a feast lasting seven days for all the people who were present in Shushan the Tcitadel, from great to small, in the court of the garden of the king’s palace.

6There were white and blue linen curtains fastened with cords of fine linen and purple on silver rods and marble pillars; and the Rcouches were of gold and silver on a mosaic pavement of alabaster, turquoise, and white and black marble.

7And they served drinks in golden vessels, each vessel being different from the other, with royal wine in abundance, according to the generosity of the king.

8In accordance with the law, the drinking was not compulsory; for so the king had ordered all the officers of his household, that they should do according to each man’s pleasure.

Refusal of Queen Vashti

9Queen Vashti also made a feast for the women in the royal palace which belonged to King Ahasuerus.

10On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, RHarbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, seven eunuchs who served in the presence of King Ahasuerus, 

11to bring Queen Vashti before the king, wearing her royal crown, in order to show her beauty to the people and the officials, for she was beautiful to behold.

12But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s command brought by his eunuchs; therefore the king was furious, and his anger burned within him.

Counsel to King Ahasuerus

13Then the king said to the Rwise men Rwho understood the times (for this was the king’s manner toward all who knew law and justice, 

14those closest to him being Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the Rseven princes of Persia and Media, Rwho had access to the king’s presence, and who ranked highest in the kingdom):

15“What shall we do to Queen Vashti, according to law, because she did not obey the command of King Ahasuerus brought to her by the eunuchs?”

16And Memucan answered before the king and the princes: “Queen Vashti has not only wronged the king, but also all the princes, and all the people who are in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus.

17“For the queen’s behavior will become known to all women, so that they will Rdespise their husbands in their eyes, when they report, ‘King Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to be brought in before him, but she did not come.’

18“This very day the noble ladies of Persia and Media will say to all the king’s officials that they have heard of the behavior of the queen. Thus there will be excessive contempt and wrath.

Commandment of King Ahasuerus

19“If it pleases the king, let a royal Tdecree go out from him, and let it be recorded in the laws of the Persians and the Medes, so that it will Rnot be altered, that Vashti shall come no more before King Ahasuerus; and let the king give her royal position to another who is better than she.

20“When the king’s decree which he will make is proclaimed throughout all his empire (for it is great), all wives will Rhonor their husbands, both great and small.”

21And the reply pleased the king and the princes, and the king did according to the word of Memucan.

22Then he sent letters to all the king’s provinces, Rto each province in its own script, and to every people in their own language, that each man should Rbe master in his own house, and speak in the language of his own people.




CHAPTER 2

Decree to Search for Vashti’s Replacement

1After these things, when the wrath of King Ahasuerus subsided, he remembered Vashti, Rwhat she had done, and what had been decreed against her.

2Then the king’s servants who attended him said: “Let beautiful young virgins be sought for the king;

3“and let the king appoint officers in all the provinces of his kingdom, that they may gather all the beautiful young virgins to Shushan the citadel, into the women’s quarters, under the custody of Hegai* the king’s eunuch, custodian of the women. And let beauty preparations be given them.

4“Then let the young woman who pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti.” This thing pleased the king, and he did so.

Preparation of Esther

5In TShushan the Tcitadel there was a certain Jew whose name was Mordecai the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of RKish, a Benjamite.

6RKish* had been carried away from Jerusalem with the captives who had been captured with Jeconiah* king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away.

7And Mordecai had brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther, Rhis uncle’s daughter, for she had neither father nor mother. The young woman was lovely and beautiful. When her father and mother died, Mordecai took her as his own daughter.

8So it was, when the king’s command and decree were heard, and when many young women were Rgathered at TShushan the Tcitadel, under the custody of Hegai, that Esther also was taken to the king’s palace, into the care of Hegai the custodian of the women.

9Now the young woman pleased him, and she obtained his favor; so he readily gave beauty preparations to her, besides her allowance. Then seven choice maidservants were provided for her from the king’s palace, and he moved her and her maidservants to the best place in the house of the women.

10REsther had not Trevealed her people or family, for Mordecai had charged her not to reveal it.

11And every day Mordecai paced in front of the court of the women’s quarters, to learn of Esther’s welfare and what was happening to her.

12Each young woman’s turn came to go in to King Ahasuerus after she had completed twelve months’ preparation, according to the regulations for the women, for thus were the days of their preparation apportioned: six months with oil of myrrh, and six months with perfumes and preparations for beautifying women.

13Thus prepared, each young woman went to the king, and she was given whatever she desired to take with her from the women’s quarters to the king’s palace.

14In the evening she went, and in the morning she returned to the second house of the women, to the custody of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch who kept the concubines. She would not go in to the king again unless the king delighted in her and called for her by name.

Selection of Queen Esther

15Now when the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her as his daughter, to go in to the king, she requested nothing but what Hegai the king’s eunuch, the custodian of the women, advised. And Esther obtained favor in the sight of all who saw her.

16So Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, into his royal palace, in the tenth month, which is the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign.

17The king loved Esther more than all the other women, and she obtained grace and favor in his sight more than all the virgins; so he set the royal Rcrown upon her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.

18Then the king Rmade a great feast, the Feast of Esther, for all his officials and servants; and he proclaimed a holiday in the provinces and gave gifts according to the Tgenerosity of a king.

19When virgins were gathered together a second time, Mordecai sat within the king’s gate.

20RNow Esther had not revealed her family and her people, just as Mordecai had charged her, for Esther obeyed the command of Mordecai as when she was brought up by him.

Mordecai Reveals the Plot to Murder the King

21In those days, while Mordecai sat within the king’s gate, two of the king’s eunuchs, TBigthan and Teresh, doorkeepers, became furious and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus.

22So the matter became known to Mordecai, who told Queen Esther, and Esther informed the king in Mordecai’s name.

23And when an inquiry was made into the matter, it was confirmed, and both were hanged on a gallows; and it was written in Rthe book of the chronicles in the presence of the king.




CHAPTER 3

Haman Is Promoted

1After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman, the son of Hammedatha the RAgagite, and Radvanced him and set his seat above all the princes who were with him.

The Reason for Haman’s Plot

2And all the king’s servants who were within the king’s gate bowed and paid homage to Haman, for so the king had commanded concerning him. But Mordecai Rwould not bow or pay homage. 

3Then the king’s servants who were within the king’s gate said to Mordecai, “Why do you transgress the Rking’s command?”

4Now it happened, when they spoke to him daily and he would not listen to them, that they told it to Haman, to see whether Mordecai’s words would stand; for Mordecai had told them that he was a Jew.

5When Haman saw that Mordecai Rdid not bow or pay him homage, Haman was Rfilled with wrath.

6But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone, for they had told him of the people of Mordecai. Instead, Haman Rsought to destroy all the Jews who were throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus—the people of Mordecai.

Presentation of the Plot

7In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, Rthey cast Pur (that is, the lot), before Haman to determine the day and the month, * until it fell on the twelfth month, * which is the month of Adar.

8Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people scattered and dispersed among the people in all the provinces of your kingdom; Rtheir laws are different from all other people’s, and they do not keep the king’s laws. Therefore it is not fitting for the king to let them remain.

9“If it pleases the king, let a decree be written that they be destroyed, and I will pay ten thousand talents of silver into the hands of those who do the work, to bring it into the king’s treasuries.”

Publication of the Decree

10So the king Rtook Rhis signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the Renemy of the Jews.

11And the king said to Haman, “The money and the people are given to you, to do with them as seems good to you.”

12RThen the king’s scribes were called on the thirteenth day of the first month, and a decree was written according to all that Haman commanded—to the king’s satraps, to the governors who were over each province, to the officials of all people, to every province according to its script, and to every people in their language. In the name of King Ahasuerus it was written, and sealed with the king’s signet ring.

13And the letters were sent by couriers into all the king’s provinces, to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all the Jews, both young and old, little children and women, in one day, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, and to plunder their possessions.*

14RA copy of the document was to be issued as law in every province, being published for all people, that they should be ready for that day.

15The couriers went out, hastened by the king’s command; and the decree was proclaimed in Shushan the citadel. So the king and Haman sat down to drink, but Rthe city of Shushan was perplexed.




CHAPTER 4

The Lamentation of the Jews

1When Mordecai learned all that had happened, he Rtore his clothes and put on sackcloth Rand ashes, and went out into the midst of the city. He cried out with a loud and bitter cry.

2He went as far as the front of the king’s gate, for no one might enter the king’s gate clothed with sackcloth.

3And in every province where the king’s command and decree arrived, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping, and wailing; and many lay in sackcloth and ashes.

The Plan of Mordecai

4So Esther’s maids and eunuchs came and told her, and the queen was deeply distressed. Then she sent garments to clothe Mordecai and take his sackcloth away from him, but he would not accept them.

5Then Esther called Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs whom he had appointed to attend her, and she gave him a command concerning Mordecai, to learn what and why this was.

6So Hathach went out to Mordecai in the city square that was in front of the king’s gate.

7And Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and Rthe sum of money that Haman had promised to pay into the king’s treasuries to destroy the Jews.

8He also gave him Ra copy of the written decree for their destruction, which was given at TShushan, that he might show it to Esther and explain it to her, and that he might command her to go in to the king to make supplication to him and plead before him for her people.

9So Hathach returned and told Esther the words of Mordecai.

10Then Esther spoke to Hathach, and gave him a command for Mordecai:

11“All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces know that any man or woman who goes into Rthe inner court to the king, who has not been called, Rhe has but one law: put all to death, except the one to whom the king holds out the golden scepter, that he may live. Yet I myself have not been Rcalled to go in to the king these thirty days.”

12So they told Mordecai Esther’s words.

13And Mordecai told them to answer Esther: “Do not think in your heart that you will escape in the king’s palace any more than all the other Jews.

14“For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish. Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”

The Promise of Queen Esther

15Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai:

16“Go, gather all the Jews who are present in TShushan, and fast for me; neither eat nor drink for Rthree days, night or day. My maids and I will fast likewise. And so I will go to the king, which is against the law; Rand if I perish, I perish!”

17So Mordecai went his way and did according to all that Esther commanded him.*




CHAPTER 5

Esther’s First Feast

1Now it happened on the third day that Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the king’s palace, across from the king’s house, while the king sat on his royal throne in the royal house, facing the entrance of the house.*

2So it was, when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, that Rshe found favor in his sight, and Rthe king held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand. Then Esther went near and touched the top of the scepter.

3And the king said to her, “What do you wish, Queen Esther? What is your request? RIt shall be given to you—up to half the kingdom!”

4So Esther answered, “If it pleases the king, let the king and Haman come today to the banquet that I have prepared for him.”

5Then the king said, “Bring Haman quickly, that he may do as Esther has said.” So the king and Haman went to the banquet that Esther had prepared.

6At the banquet of wine the king said to Esther, “What is your petition? It shall be granted you. What is your request, up to half the kingdom? It shall be done!”

7Then Esther answered and said, “My petition and request is this:

8“If I have found favor in the sight of the king, and if it pleases the king to grant my petition and fulfill my request, then let the king and Haman come to the Rbanquet which I will prepare for them, and tomorrow I will do as the king has said.” 

Haman Plots to Kill Mordecai

9So Haman went out that day joyful and with a glad heart; but when Haman saw Mordecai in the king’s gate, and that he did not stand or tremble before him, he was filled with indignation against Mordecai.

10Nevertheless Haman restrained himself and went home, and he sent and called for his friends and his wife Zeresh.

11Then Haman told them of his great riches, Rthe multitude of his children, everything in which the king had promoted him, and how he had advanced him above the officials and servants of the king.

12Moreover Haman said, “Besides, Queen Esther invited no one but me to come in with the king to the banquet that she prepared; and tomorrow I am again invited by her, along with the king.

13“Yet all this avails me nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king’s gate.”

14Then his wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Let a Rgallows be made, fifty cubits high, and in the morning Rsuggest to the king that Mordecai be hanged on it; then go merrily with the king to the banquet.” And the thing pleased Haman; so he had the gallows made.




CHAPTER 6

King Ahasuerus’s Plan to Honor Mordecai

1That night the king could not sleep. So one was commanded to bring Rthe book of the records of the chronicles; and they were read before the king.

2And it was found written that Mordecai had told of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s eunuchs, the doorkeepers who had sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus.

3Then the king said, “What honor or dignity has been bestowed on Mordecai for this?” And the king’s servants who attended him said, “Nothing has been done for him.”

Haman’s Plan to Honor Himself

4So the king said, “Who is in the court?” Now Haman had just entered Rthe outer court of the king’s palace Rto suggest that the king hang Mordecai on the gallows that he had prepared for him.

5The king’s servants said to him, “Haman is there, standing in the court.” And the king said, “Let him come in.”

6So Haman came in, and the king asked him, “What shall be done for the man whom the king delights to honor?” Now Haman thought in his heart, “Whom would the king delight to honor more than me?”

7And Haman answered the king, “For the man whom the king delights to honor, 

8“let a royal robe be brought which the king has worn, and Ra horse on which the king has ridden, which has a royal Tcrest placed on its head.

9“Then let this robe and horse be delivered to the hand of one of the king’s most noble princes, that he may array the man whom the king delights to honor. Then parade him on horseback through the city square, Rand proclaim before him: ‘Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor!’ ”

Haman Is Forced to Honor Mordecai

10Then the king said to Haman, “Hurry, take the robe and the horse, as you have suggested, and do so for Mordecai the Jew who sits within the king’s gate! Leave nothing undone of all that you have spoken.”

11So Haman took the robe and the horse, arrayed Mordecai and led him on horseback through the city square, and proclaimed before him, “Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor!”

12Afterward Mordecai went back to the king’s gate. But Haman Rhurried to his house, mourning Rand with his head covered.

13When Haman told his wife Zeresh and all his friends everything that had happened to him, his wise men and his wife Zeresh said to him, “If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is of Jewish descent, you will not prevail against Rhim but will surely fall before him.”

14While they were still talking with him, the king’s eunuchs came, and hastened to bring Haman to Rthe banquet which Esther had prepared.




CHAPTER 7

Esther’s Second Feast

1So the king and Haman went to dine with Queen Esther.

2And on the second day, at the banquet of wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request, up to half the kingdom? It shall be done!”

3Then Queen Esther answered and said, “If I have found favor in your sight, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me at my petition, and my people at my request.

4“For we have been Rsold, my people and I, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. Had we been sold as Rmale and female slaves, I would have held my tongue, although the enemy could never compensate for the king’s loss.”

Haman Is Indicted

5So King Ahasuerus answered and said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who would dare presume in his heart to do such a thing?”

6And Esther said, “The adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman!” So Haman was terrified before the king and queen.

7Then the king arose in his wrath from the banquet of wine and went into the palace garden; but Haman stood before Queen Esther, pleading for his life, for he saw that evil was determined against him by the king.

8When the king returned from the palace garden to the place of the banquet of wine, Haman had fallen across Rthe couch where Esther was. Then the king said, “Will he also assault the queen while I am in the house?” As the word left the king’s mouth, they Rcovered Haman’s face.

Haman Is Hanged

9Now Harbonah, one of the eunuchs, said to the king, “Look! RThe gallows, fifty cubits high, which Haman made for Mordecai, who spoke good on the king’s behalf, is standing at the house of Haman.” Then the king said, “Hang him on it!” 

10So Rthey hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the king’s wrath subsided.




CHAPTER 8

Mordecai Is Given Haman’s House

1On that day King Ahasuerus gave Queen Esther the house of Haman, the Renemy of the Jews. And Mordecai came before the king, for Esther had told Rhow he was related to her.

2So the king took off Rhis signet ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai; and Esther appointed Mordecai over the house of Haman.

3Now Esther spoke again to the king, fell down at his feet, and implored him with tears to counteract the evil of Haman the Agagite, and the scheme which he had devised against the Jews.

Esther’s Petition to King Ahasuerus

4And Rthe king held out the golden scepter toward Esther. So Esther arose and stood before the king, 

5and said, “If it pleases the king, and if I have found favor in his sight and the thing seems right to the king and I am pleasing in his eyes, let it be written to revoke the Rletters devised by Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, which he wrote to annihilate the Jews who are in all the king’s provinces.

6“For how can I endure to see Rthe evil that will come to my people? Or how can I endure to see the destruction of my countrymen?”

King Ahasuerus’s Counter-Decree

7Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and Mordecai the Jew, “Indeed, I have given Esther the house of Haman, and they have hanged him on the gallows because he tried to lay his hand on the Jews.

8“You yourselves write a decree concerning the Jews, as you please, in the king’s name, and seal it with the king’s signet ring; for whatever is written in the king’s name and sealed with the king’s signet ring Rno one can revoke.”

9RSo the king’s scribes were called at that time, in the third month, which is the month of Sivan, on the twenty-third day; and it was written, according to all that Mordecai commanded, to the Jews, the satraps, the governors, and the princes of the provinces Rfrom India to Ethiopia, one hundred and twenty-seven provinces in all, to every province in its own script, to every people in their own language, and to the Jews in their own script and language.

10RAnd he wrote in the name of King Ahasuerus, sealed it with the king’s signet ring, and sent letters by couriers on horseback, riding on royal horses bred from swift steeds.*

11By these letters the king permitted the Jews who were in every city to Rgather together and protect their lives—to destroy, kill, and annihilate all the forces of any people or province that would assault them, both little children and women, and to plunder their possessions, 

12on one day in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar.*

13RA copy of the document was to be issued as a decree in every province and published for all people, so that the Jews would be ready on that day to avenge themselves on their enemies.

14The couriers who rode on royal horses went out, hastened and pressed on by the king’s command. And the decree was issued in TShushan the Tcitadel.

Many Gentiles Are Converted

15So Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal apparel of Tblue and white, with a great crown of gold and a garment of fine linen and purple; and the city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad.

16The Jews had Rlight and gladness, joy and honor.

17And in every province and city, wherever the king’s command and decree came, the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast Rand a holiday. Then many of the people of the land Rbecame Jews, because Rfear of the Jews fell upon them.




CHAPTER 9

Victories on the First Day

1Now Rin the twelfth month, that is, the month of Adar, on the thirteenth day, Rthe time came for the king’s command and his decree to be executed. On the day that the enemies of the Jews had hoped to overpower them, the opposite occurred, in that the Jews themselves overpowered those who hated them.

2The Jews Rgathered together in their cities throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus to lay hands on those who Rsought their harm. And no one could withstand them, because fear of them fell upon all people.

3And all the officials of the provinces, the satraps, the governors, and all those doing the king’s work, helped the Jews, because the fear of Mordecai fell upon them.

4For Mordecai was great in the king’s palace, and his fame spread throughout all the provinces; for this man Mordecai Rbecame increasingly prominent.

5Thus the Jews defeated all their enemies with the stroke of the sword, with slaughter and destruction, and did what they pleased with those who hated them.

6And in Shushan the citadel the Jews killed and destroyed five hundred men.

7Also Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, 

8Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, 

9Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and Vajezatha—

10Rthe ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews—they killed; Rbut they did not lay a hand on the Tplunder.

11On that day the number of those who were killed in TShushan the Tcitadel Twas brought to the king.

Victories on the Second Day

12And the king said to Queen Esther, “The Jews have killed and destroyed five hundred men in Shushan the citadel, and the ten sons of Haman. What have they done in the rest of the king’s provinces? Now Rwhat is your petition? It shall be granted to you. Or what is your further request? It shall be done.”

13Then Esther said, “If it pleases the king, let it be granted to the Jews who are in Shushan to do again tomorrow Raccording to today’s decree, and let Haman’s ten sons be hanged on the gallows.”

14So the king commanded this to be done; the decree was issued in Shushan, and they hanged Haman’s ten sons.

15And the Jews who were in Shushan Rgathered together again on the fourteenth day of the month of Adar and killed three hundred men at Shushan; but they did not lay a hand on the plunder.

16The remainder of the Jews in the king’s provinces Rgathered together and protected their lives, had rest from their enemies, and killed seventy-five thousand of their enemies; Rbut they did not lay a hand on the plunder.

The Feast of Purim

17This was on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar. And on the fourteenth of the month* they rested and made it a day of feasting and gladness.

18But the Jews who were at TShushan assembled together on the thirteenth day, as well as on the fourteenth; and on the fifteenth of the month* they rested, and made it a day of feasting and gladness.

19Therefore the Jews of the villages who dwelt in the unwalled towns celebrated the fourteenth day of the month of Adar with gladness and feasting, as a holiday, and for sending presents to one another.

20And Mordecai wrote these things and sent letters to all the Jews, near and far, who were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, 

21to establish among them that they should celebrate yearly the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar, 

22as the days on which the Jews had rest from their enemies, as the month which was turned from sorrow to joy for them, and from mourning to a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and joy, of Rsending presents to one another and gifts to the Rpoor.

23So the Jews accepted the custom which they had begun, as Mordecai had written to them, 

24because Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had plotted against the Jews to annihilate them, and had cast Pur (that is, the lot), to consume them and destroy them;

25but when Esther* came before the king, he commanded by letter that this* wicked plot which Haman had devised against the Jews should Rreturn on his own head, and that he and his sons should be hanged on the gallows.

26So they called these days Purim, after the name TPur. Therefore, because of all the words of Rthis letter, what they had seen concerning this matter, and what had happened to them, 

27the Jews established and imposed it upon themselves and their descendants and all who would join them, that without fail they should celebrate these two days every year, according to the written instructions and according to the prescribed time, 

28that these days should be remembered and kept throughout every generation, every family, every province, and every city, that these days of Purim should not fail to be observed among the Jews, and that the memory of them should not perish among their descendants.

29Then Queen Esther, Rthe daughter of Abihail, with Mordecai the Jew, wrote with full authority to confirm this Rsecond letter about Purim.

30And Mordecai sent letters to all the Jews, to Rthe one hundred and twenty-seven provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, with words of peace and truth, 

31to confirm these days of Purim at their appointed time, as Mordecai the Jew and Queen Esther had prescribed for them, and as they had decreed for themselves and their descendants concerning matters of their Rfasting and lamenting.

32So the decree of Esther confirmed these matters of Purim, and it was written in the book.




CHAPTER 10

The Fame of Mordecai

1And King Ahasuerus imposed tribute on the land and on the islands of the sea.

2Now all the acts of his power and his might, and the account of the greatness of Mordecai, to which the king advanced him, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia?

3For Mordecai the Jew was second to King Ahasuerus, and was great among the Jews and well received by the multitude of his brethren, seeking the good of his people and speaking peace to all his countrymen.*




The Book of Job
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THE BOOK OF JOB

Job is perhaps the earliest book of the Bible. Set in the period of the patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph), it tells the story of a man who loses everything—his wealth, his family, his health—and wrestles with the question, Why?

The book begins with a heavenly debate between God and Satan, moves through three cycles of earthly debates between Job and his friends, and concludes with a dramatic “divine diagnosis” of Job’s problem. In the end, Job acknowledges the sovereignty of God in his life and receives back more than he had before his trials.

Iyy-ob is the Hebrew title for this book, and the name has two possible meanings. If derived from the Hebrew word for persecution, it means “Persecuted One.” It is more likely that it comes from the Arabic word meaning “To Come Back” or “Repent.” If so, it may be defined “Repentant One.” Both meanings apply to the book. The Greek title is Iob, and the Latin title is Iob.
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THE AUTHOR OF JOB

The author of Job is unknown, and there are no textual hints as to his identity. Commentators, however, have been generous with suggestions: Job, Elihu, Moses, Solomon, Isaiah, Hezekiah, Jeremiah, Baruch, and Ezra have all been nominated. The non-Hebraic cultural background of this book may point to Gentile authorship. The rabbinic traditions are inconsistent, but one talmudic tradition suggests that Moses wrote the book. The land of Uz (1:1) is adjacent to Midian, where Moses lived for forty years, and it is conceivable that Moses obtained a record of the dialogue left by Job or Elihu.
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THE TIME OF JOB

Lamentations 4:21 locates Uz in the area of Edom, southeast of the Dead Sea. This is also in the region of northern Arabia, and Job’s friends come from nearby countries.

It is important to distinguish the date of the events in Job from the date of its writing. Accurate dating of the events is difficult because there are no references to contemporary historical occurrences. However, a number of facts indicate a patriarchal date for Job, perhaps between Genesis 11 and 12 or not long after the time of Abraham: (1) Job lived 140 years after the events in the book (42:16), his life span must have been close to 200 years. This fits the patriarchal period (Abraham lived 175 years, Gen. 25:7). (2) Job’s wealth is measured in terms of livestock (1:3; 42:12) rather than gold and silver. (3) Like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Job is the priest of his family and offers sacrifices. (4) There are no references to Israel, the Exodus, the Mosaic Law, or the tabernacle. (5) Fitting Abraham’s time, the social unit in Job is the patriarchal family clan. (6) The Chaldeans who murder Job’s servants (1:17) are nomads and have not yet become city-dwellers. (7) Job uses the characteristic patriarchal name for God, Shaddai (“the Almighty”), thirty-one times. This early term is found only seventeen times in the rest of the Old Testament. The rare use of Yahweh “the LORD” also suggests a pre-Mosaic date. Ezekiel 14:14, 20 and James 5:11 show that Job was a historical person.

Several theories have been advanced for the date of writing: (1) It was written shortly after the events occurred, perhaps by Job or Elihu. (2) It was written by Moses in Midian (1485–1445 B.C.). (3) It was written in the time of Solomon (c. 950 B.C.). (Job is similar to other wisdom literature of this time; compare the praises of wisdom in Job 28 and Proverbs 8. The problem here is the great time lag of about a thousand years.) (4) It was written during or after the Babylonian captivity.
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THE CHRIST OF JOB

Job acknowledges a Redeemer (see 19:25–27) and cries out for a mediator (9:33; 25:4; 33:23). The book raises problems and questions which are answered perfectly in Christ who identifies with our sufferings (Heb. 4:15). Christ is the believer’s Life, Redeemer, Mediator, and Advocate.
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KEYS TO JOB

Key Word: Sovereignty—The basic question of the book is, “Why do the righteous suffer if God is loving and all-powerful?” Suffering itself is not the central theme; rather, the focus is on what Job learns from his suffering—the sovereignty of God over all creation. The debate in chapters 3–37 regards whether God would allow this suffering to happen to a person who is innocent. The oversimplified solutions offered by Job’s three friends are simply inadequate. Elihu’s claim that God can use suffering to purify the righteous is closer to the mark. The conclusion at the whirlwind is that God is sovereign and worthy of worship in whatever He chooses to do. Job must learn to trust in the goodness and power of God in adversity by enlarging his concept of God. Even this “blameless” man (1:1) needs to repent when he becomes proud and self-righteous. He has to come to the end of his own resources, humble himself, and acknowledge the greatness and majesty of the Lord. Job teaches that God is Lord “of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth” (Phil. 2:10). He is omniscient, omnipotent, and good. As such, His ways are sometimes incomprehensible to men and women, but He can always be trusted. Without the divine perspective in chapters 1 and 2 and in 38–42, chapters 3–37 are a mystery. Job does not have access to chapters 1 and 2, but he is responsible to trust God when all appearances are contrary. Suffering is not always associated with sin; God often sovereignly uses it to test and teach.





Key Verses: Job 13:15; 37:23, 24—“Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him. Even so, I will defend my own ways before Him” (13:15).

“As for the Almighty, we cannot find Him; He is excellent in power, in judgment and abundant justice; He does not oppress. Therefore men fear Him; He shows no partiality to any who are wise of heart” (37:23, 24).

Key Chapter: Job 42—The last chapter of the book records the climax of the long and difficult struggle Job has with himself, his wife, his friends, and even his God. Upon Job’s full recognition of the utter majesty and sovereignty of the Lord, he repents and no longer demands an answer as to the “why” of his plight.
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SURVEY OF JOB

The Book of Job concerns the transforming crisis in the life of a great man who lived perhaps four thousand years ago. Job’s trust in God (1 and 2) changes to complaining and growing self-righteousness (3–31; see 32:1 and 40:8), but his repentance (42:1–6) leads to his restoration (42:7–17). The trials bring about an important transformation: The man after the process is different from the man before the process. The Book of Job divides into three parts: the dilemma of Job (1 and 2), the debates of Job (3–37), and the deliverance of Job (38–42).

The Dilemma of Job (1 and 2): Job is not a logical candidate for disaster (see 1:1, 8). His moral integrity and his selfless service to God heighten the dilemma. Behind the scene, Satan (“Accuser”) charges that no one loves God from pure motives, but only for material blessings (1:10). To refute Satan’s accusations, God allows him to strike Job with two series of assaults. In his sorrow Job laments the day of his birth but does not deny God (1:21; 2:10).

The Debates of Job (3–37): Although Job’s “comforters” reach wrong conclusions, they are his friends: of all who know Job, they are the only ones who come; they mourn with him in seven days of silent sympathy; they confront Job without talking behind his back. However, after Job breaks the silence, a three-round debate follows in which his friends say Job must be suffering because of his sin. Job’s responses to their simplistic assumptions make the debate cycles increase in emotional fervor. He first accuses his friends of judging him, and later appeals to the Lord as his judge and refuge.

Job makes three basic complaints: (1) God does not hear me (13:3, 24; 19:7; 23:3–5; 30:20); (2) God is punishing me (6:4; 7:20; 9:17); and (3) God allows the wicked to prosper (21:7). His defenses are much longer than his friends’ accusations; in the process of defending his innocence, he becomes guilty of self-righteousness.

After Job’s five-chapter closing monologue (27–31), Elihu freshens the air with a more perceptive and accurate view than those offered by Eliphaz, Bildad, or Zophar (32–37). He tells Job that he needs to humble himself before God and submit to God’s process of purifying his life through trials.

The Deliverance of Job (38–42): After Elihu’s preparatory discourse, God Himself ends the debate by speaking to Job from the whirlwind. In His first speech God reveals His power and wisdom as Creator and Preserver of the physical and animal world. Job responds by acknowledging his own ignorance and insignificance; he can offer no rebuttal (40:3–5). In His second speech God reveals His sovereign authority and challenges Job with two illustrations of His power to control the uncontrollable. This time Job responds by acknowledging his error with a repentant heart (42:1–6). If Job cannot understand God’s ways in the realm of nature, how then can he understand God’s ways in the spiritual realm? God makes no reference to Job’s personal sufferings and hardly touches on the real issue of the debate. However, Job catches a glimpse of the divine perspective; and when he acknowledges God’s sovereignty over his life, his worldly goods are restored twofold. Job prays for his three friends who have cut him so deeply, but Elihu’s speech is never rebuked. Thus, Satan’s challenge becomes God’s opportunity to build up Job’s life. “Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful” (James 5:11; see James 1:12).
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OUTLINE OF JOB

Part One: The Dilemma of Job (1:1–2:13)

I. The Circumstances of Job … 1:1–5

II. The First Assault of Satan … 1:6–22

III. The Second Assault of Satan … 2:1–10

IV. The Arrival of Job’s Friends … 2:11–13

Part Two: The Debates of Job (3:1–37:24)

I. The First Cycle of Debate … 3:1–14:22

A. Job’s First Speech … 3:1–26

B. Eliphaz’s First Speech … 4:1–5:27

1. Eliphaz Believes the Innocent Do Not Suffer … 4:1–21

2. Eliphaz Calls Job Foolish … 5:1–7

3. Eliphaz Encourages Job to Appeal to God … 5:8–16

4. Eliphaz Encourages Job to Not Despise God’s Discipline … 5:17–27

C. Job’s Reply to Eliphaz … 6:1–7:21

1. Job’s Deep Anguish … 6:1–13

2. Job Seeks His Friends’ Sympathy … 6:14–30

3. Job Questions God’s Continuing Trials … 7:1–21

D. Bildad’s First Speech … 8:1–22

E. Job’s Response to Bildad … 9:1–10:22

1. Job Argues His Case … 9:1–35

2. Job Questions His Oppression … 10:1–22

F. Zophar’s First Speech … 11:1–20

G. Job’s Response to Zophar … 12:1–14:22

1. Job Tells His Friends Only God Knows … 12:1–25

2. Job Begs God to Speak to Him … 13:1–28

3. Job Mourns That Man Has Only One Life … 14:1–22

II. The Second Cycle of Debate … 15:1–21:34

A. Eliphaz’s Second Speech … 15:1–35

1. Job’s Mouth Condemns Him … 15:1–13

2. The Wicked Suffer … 15:14–35

B. Job’s Response to Eliphaz … 16:1–17:16

1. Job Calls His Friends Miserable Comforters … 16:1–5

2. Job Laments His Situation … 16:6–14

3. Job Defends His Innocence … 16:15–22

4. God Makes Job a Byword … 17:1–16

C. Bildad’s Second Speech … 18:1–21

Job’s Response to Bildad … 19:1–29

E. Zophar’s Second Speech … 20:1–29

F. Job’s Response to Zophar … 21:1–34

III. The Third Cycle of Debate … 22:1–26:14

A. Eliphaz’s Third Speech … 22:1–30

B. Job’s Response to Eliphaz … 23:1–24:25

1. Job Will Come Forth as Gold … 23:1–17

2. God Seems Indifferent to the Wicked … 24:1–25

C. Bildad’s Third Speech … 25:1–6

D. Job’s Response to Bildad … 26:1–14

IV. The Final Defense of Job … 27:1–31:40

A. Job’s First Monologue … 27:1–28:28

1. Job Affirms His Righteousness … 27:1–23

2. Job Observes That Man Cannot Discover Wisdom … 28:1–28

B. Job’s Second Monologue … 29:1–31:40

1. Job Remembers His Happy Past 29:1–25

2. Job Describes His Present Humiliation … 30:1–31

3. Job Defends His Innocency … 31:1–34

4. Job Pleads to Meet God and Defend Himself … 31:35–40

V. The Solution of Elihu … 32:1–37:24

A. Elihu Intervenes in the Debate … 32:1–22

B. Elihu’s First Rebuttal … 33:1–33

1. Elihu Challenges Job to Debate … 33:1–7

2. Elihu Quotes Job’s Complaints … 33:8–11

3. Elihu Answers Job’s Complaints … 33:12–33
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CHAPTER 1

The Circumstances of Job

1There was a man Rin the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was blameless and upright, and one who feared God and shunned evil.

2And seven sons and three daughters were born to him.

3Also, his possessions were seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred female donkeys, and a very large household, so that this man was the greatest of all the Tpeople of the East.

4And his sons would go and feast in their houses, each on his appointed day, and would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them.

5So it was, when the days of feasting had run their course, that Job would send and sanctify them, and he would rise early in the morning Rand offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, “It may be that my sons have sinned and Rcursed* God in their hearts.” Thus Job did regularly.

The First Assault of Satan

6Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan* also came among them.

7And the LORD said to TSatan, “From where do you come?” So Satan answered the LORD and said, “From Rgoing to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it.”

8Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you Tconsidered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and Tshuns evil?”

9So Satan answered the LORD and said, “Does Job fear God for nothing?

10R“Have You not made a hedge around him, around his household, and around all that he has on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.

11R“But now, stretch out Your hand and touch all that he has, and he will surely curse You to Your face!”

12And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your Tpower; only do not lay a hand on his person.” So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD.

13Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house;

14and a messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing and the donkeys feeding beside them, 

15“when the Sabeans* Traided them and took them away—indeed they have killed the servants with the edge of the sword; and I alone have escaped to tell you!”

16While he was still speaking, another also came and said, “The fire of God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants, and Tconsumed them; and I alone have escaped to tell you!”

17While he was still speaking, another also came and said, “The Chaldeans formed three bands, raided the camels and took them away, yes, and killed the servants with the edge of the sword; and I alone have escaped to tell you!”

18While he was still speaking, another also came and said, R“Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, 

19“and suddenly a great wind came from across* the wilderness and struck the four corners of the house, and it fell on the young people, and they are dead; and I alone have escaped to tell you!”

20Then Job arose, Rtore his robe, and shaved his head; and he Rfell to the ground and worshiped.

21And he said:

“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 

And naked shall I return there.

The LORD Rgave, and the LORD has Rtaken away;

Blessed be the name of the LORD.”

22RIn all this Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong.




CHAPTER 2

The Second Assault of Satan

1Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them to present himself before the LORD.

2And the LORD said to Satan, “From where do you come?” RSatan answered the LORD and said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it.”

3Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, Ra blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil? And still he holds fast to his integrity, although you incited Me against him, to destroy him without cause.”

4So Satan answered the LORD and said, “Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for his life.

5R“But stretch out Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will surely curse You to Your face!”

6And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your hand, but spare his life.”

7So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, and struck Job with painful boils Rfrom the sole of his foot to the crown of his head.

8And he took for himself a potsherd with which to scrape himself Rwhile he sat in the midst of the ashes.

9Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast to your integrity? TCurse God and die!”

10But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. RShall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?” RIn all this Job did not Rsin with his lips.

The Arrival of Job’s Friends

11Now when Job’s three friends heard of all this adversity that had come upon him, each one came from his own place—Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. For they had made an appointment together to come and mourn with him, and to comfort him.

12And when they raised their eyes from afar, and did not recognize him, they lifted their voices and wept; and each one tore his robe and Rsprinkled dust on his head toward heaven.

13So they sat down with him on the ground Rseven days and seven nights, and no one spoke a word to him, for they saw that his grief was very great.




CHAPTER 3

Job’s First Speech

1After this Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth.

2And Job Tspoke, and said:

3“MayR the day perish on which I was born, 

And the night in which it was said, 

‘A male child is conceived.’

4May that day be darkness;

May God above not seek it, 

Nor the light shine upon it.

5May darkness and Rthe shadow of death claim it;

May a cloud settle on it;

May the blackness of the day terrify it.

6As for that night, may darkness seize it;

May it not rejoice* among the days of the year, 

May it not come into the number of the months.

7Oh, may that night be barren!

May no joyful shout come into it!

8May those curse it who curse the day, 

Those Rwho are ready to arouse Leviathan.

9May the stars of its morning be dark;

May it look for light, but have none, 

And not see the dawning of the day;

10Because it did not shut up the doors of my mother’s womb, 

Nor hide sorrow from my eyes.

11“WhyR did I not die at birth? 

Why did I not Tperish when I came from the womb?

12RWhy did the knees receive me?

Or why the breasts, that I should nurse?

13For now I would have lain still and been quiet, 

I would have been asleep;

Then I would have been at rest

14With kings and counselors of the earth, 

Who built ruins for themselves, 

15Or with princes who had gold, 

Who filled their houses with silver;

16Or why was I not hidden Rlike a stillborn child, 

Like infants who never saw light?

17There the wicked cease from troubling, 

And there the weary are at rest.

18There the prisoners Trest together;

RThey do not hear the voice of the oppressor.

19The small and great are there, 

And the servant is free from his master.

20“WhyR is light given to him who is in misery, 

And life to the bitter of soul, 

21Who RlongT for death, but it does not come, 

And search for it more than Rhidden treasures;

22Who rejoice exceedingly, 

And are glad when they can find the Rgrave?

23Why is light given to a man whose way is hidden, 

And whom God has hedged in?

24For my sighing comes before I eat, *

And my groanings pour out like water.

25For the thing I greatly Rfeared has come upon me, 

And what I dreaded has happened to me.

26I am not at ease, nor am I quiet;

I have no rest, for trouble comes.”




CHAPTER 4

Eliphaz Believes the Innocent Do Not Suffer

1Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said:

2“If one attempts a word with you, will you become weary?

But who can withhold himself from speaking?

3Surely you have instructed many, 

And you Rhave strengthened weak hands.

4Your words have upheld him who was stumbling, 

And you Rhave strengthened the Tfeeble knees;

5But now it comes upon you, and you are weary;

It touches you, and you are troubled.

6Is not Ryour reverence Ryour confidence?

And the integrity of your ways your hope? 

7“Remember now, Rwho ever perished being innocent?

Or where were the upright ever cut off?

8Even as I have seen, 

RThose who plow iniquity

And sow trouble reap the same.

9By the blast of God they perish, 

And by the breath of His anger they are consumed.

10The roaring of the lion, 

The voice of the fierce lion, 

And Rthe teeth of the young lions are broken.

11RThe old lion perishes for lack of prey, 

And the cubs of the lioness are scattered.

12“Now a word was secretly brought to me, 

And my ear received a whisper of it.

13RIn disquieting thoughts from the visions of the night, 

When deep sleep falls on men, 

14Fear came upon me, and trembling, 

Which made all my bones shake.

15Then a spirit passed before my face;

The hair on my body stood up.

16It stood still, 

But I could not discern its appearance.

A form was before my eyes;

There was silence;

Then I heard a voice saying:

17‘Can a mortal be more righteous than God?

Can a man be more pure than his Maker?

18If He puts no trust in His servants, 

If He charges His angels with error, 

19How much more those who dwell in houses of clay, 

Whose foundation is in the dust, 

Who are crushed before a moth?

20RThey are broken in pieces from morning till evening;

They perish forever, with no one regarding.

21Does not their own excellence go away?

They die, even without wisdom.’




CHAPTER 5

Eliphaz Calls Job Foolish

1“Call out now; Is there anyone who will answer you?

And to which of the holy ones will you turn?

2For wrath kills a foolish man, 

And envy slays a simple one.

3RI have seen the foolish taking root, 

But suddenly I cursed his dwelling place.

4His sons are far from safety, 

They are crushed in the gate, 

And Rthere is no deliverer.

5Because the hungry eat up his harvest, 

Taking it even from the thorns, *

And a snare snatches their substance.*

6For affliction does not come from the dust, 

Nor does trouble spring from the ground;

7Yet man is Rborn to Ttrouble, 

As the sparks fly upward.

Eliphaz Encourages Job to Appeal to God

8“But as for me, I would seek God, 

And to God I would commit my cause—

9Who does great things, and unsearchable, 

Marvelous things without number.

10He gives rain on the earth, 

And sends waters on the fields.

11RHe sets on high those who are lowly, 

And those who mourn are lifted to safety. 

12RHe frustrates the devices of the crafty, 

So that their hands cannot carry out their plans.

13He catches the Rwise in their own craftiness, 

And the counsel of the cunning comes quickly upon them.

14They meet with darkness in the daytime, 

And grope at noontime as in the night.

15But RHe saves the needy from the sword, 

From the mouth of the mighty, 

And from their hand.

16RSo the poor have hope, 

And injustice shuts her mouth.

Eliphaz Encourages Job to Not Despise God’s Discipline

17“Behold, R happy is the man whom God corrects;

Therefore do not despise the chastening of the Almighty.

18For He bruises, but He binds up;

He wounds, but His hands make whole.

19He shall deliver you in six troubles, 

Yes, in seven no evil shall touch you.

20RIn famine He shall redeem you from death, 

And in war from the Tpower of the sword.

21RYou shall be hidden from the scourge of the tongue, 

And you shall not be afraid of destruction when it comes.

22You shall laugh at destruction and famine, 

And Ryou shall not be afraid of the beasts of the earth.

23RFor you shall have a covenant with the stones of the field, 

And the beasts of the field shall be at peace with you.

24You shall know that your tent is in peace;

You shall visit your dwelling and find nothing amiss.

25You shall also know that Ryour descendants shall be many, 

And your offspring Rlike the grass of the earth.

26You shall come to the grave at a full age, 

As a sheaf of grain ripens in its season.

27Behold, this we have Rsearched out;

It is true.

Hear it, and know for yourself.”




CHAPTER 6

Job’s Deep Anguish

1Then Job answered and said:

2“Oh, that my grief were fully weighed, 

And my calamity laid with it on the scales!

3For then it would be heavier than the sand of the sea—

Therefore my words have been rash.

4RFor the arrows of the Almighty are within me;

My spirit drinks in their poison;

RThe terrors of God are arrayed Ragainst me.

5Does the Rwild donkey bray when it has grass, 

Or does the ox low over its fodder?

6Can flavorless food be eaten without salt?

Or is there any taste in the white of an egg?

7My soul refuses to touch them;

They are as loathsome food to me.

8“Oh, that I might have my request, 

That God would grant me the thing that I long for!

9That it would please God to crush me, 

That He would loose His hand and Rcut me off!

10Then I would still have comfort;

Though in anguish I would exult, 

He will not spare;

For RI have not concealed the words of Rthe Holy One.

11“What strength do I have, that I should hope?

And what is my end, that I should prolong my life?

12Is my strength the strength of stones?

Or is my flesh bronze?

13Is my help not within me?

And is success driven from me?

Job Seeks His Friends’ Sympathy

14“ToR him who is Tafflicted, kindness should be shown by his friend, 

Even though he forsakes the fear of the Almighty.

15RMy brothers have dealt deceitfully like a brook, 

RLike the streams of the brooks that pass away, 

16Which are dark because of the ice, 

And into which the snow vanishes.

17When it is warm, they cease to flow;

When it is hot, they vanish from their place.

18The paths of their way turn aside, 

They go nowhere and perish.

19The caravans of RTema look, 

The travelers of Sheba hope for them.

20They are RdisappointedT because they were confident;

They come there and are confused.

21For now Ryou are nothing, 

You see terror and are afraid.

22Did I ever say, ‘Bring something to me’?

Or, ‘Offer a bribe for me from your wealth’?

23Or, ‘Deliver me from the enemy’s hand’?

Or, ‘Redeem me from the hand of oppressors’?

24“Teach me, and I will hold my tongue;

Cause me to understand wherein I have erred.

25How forceful are right words!

But what does your arguing prove?

26Do you intend to rebuke my words, 

And the speeches of a desperate one, which are as wind?

27Yes, you overwhelm the fatherless, 

And you undermine your friend.

28Now therefore, be pleased to look at me;

For I would never lie to your face.

29RYield now, let there be no injustice!

Yes, concede, my Rrighteousness still stands! 

30Is there injustice on my tongue?

Cannot my taste discern the unsavory?




CHAPTER 7

Job Questions God’s Continuing Trials

1“IS there not Ra time of hard service for man on earth?

Are not his days also like the days of a hired man?

2Like a servant who Tearnestly desires the shade, 

And like a hired man who eagerly looks for his wages, 

3So I have been allotted Rmonths of futility, 

And wearisome nights have been appointed to me.

4RWhen I lie down, I say, ‘When shall I arise, 

And the night be ended?’

For I have had my fill of tossing till dawn.

5My flesh is Rcaked with worms and dust, 

My skin is cracked and breaks out afresh.

6“MyR days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, 

And are spent without hope.

7Oh, remember that my life is a breath!

My eye will never again see good.

8RThe eye of him who sees me will see me no more;

While your eyes are upon me, I shall no longer be.

9As the cloud disappears and vanishes away, 

So Rhe who goes down to the grave does not come up.

10He shall never return to his house, 

Nor shall his place know him anymore.

11“Therefore I will Rnot restrain my mouth;

I will speak in the anguish of my spirit;

I will Rcomplain in the bitterness of my soul.

12Am I a sea, or a sea serpent, 

That You set a guard over me?

13When I say, ‘My bed will comfort me, 

My couch will ease my complaint, ’

14Then You scare me with dreams

And terrify me with visions, 

15So that my soul chooses strangling

And death rather than my body.*

16RI loathe my life;

I would not live forever.

RLet me alone, 

For my days are but a breath.

17“WhatR is man, that You should exalt him, 

That You should set Your heart on him, 

18That You should Tvisit him every morning, 

And test him every moment?

19How long?

Will You not look away from me, 

And let me alone till I swallow my saliva?

20Have I sinned?

What have I done to You, RO watcher of men?

Why have You set me as Your target, 

So that I am a burden to myself?*

21Why then do You not pardon my transgression, 

And take away my iniquity?

For now I will lie down in the dust, 

And You will seek me diligently, 

But I will no longer be.”




CHAPTER 8

Bildad’s First Speech

1Then Bildad the Shuhite answered and said:

2“How long will you speak these things, 

And the words of your mouth be like a strong wind?

3RDoes God subvert judgment? 

Or does the Almighty pervert justice?

4If Ryour sons have sinned against Him, 

He has cast them away for their transgression.

5RIf you would earnestly seek God

And make your supplication to the Almighty, 

6If you were pure and upright, 

Surely now He would Tawake for you, 

And prosper your rightful dwelling place.

7Though your beginning was small, 

Yet your latter end would Rincrease abundantly.

8“ForR inquire, please, of the former age, 

And consider the things discovered by their fathers; 

9For Rwe were born yesterday, and know Tnothing, 

Because our days on earth are a shadow.

10Will they not teach you and tell you, 

And utter words from their heart?

11“Can the papyrus grow up without a marsh?

Can the reeds flourish without water?

12While it is yet green and not cut down, 

It withers before any other plant.

13So are the paths of all who Rforget God;

And the hope of the Rhypocrite shall perish, 

14Whose confidence shall be cut off, 

And whose trust is a spider’s web.

15RHe leans on his house, but it does not stand.

He holds it fast, but it does not endure.

16He grows green in the sun, 

And his branches spread out in his garden.

17His roots wrap around the rock heap, 

And look for a place in the stones.

18RIf he is destroyed from his place, 

Then it will deny him, saying, ‘I have not seen you.’

19“Behold, this is the joy of His way, 

And out of the earth others will grow.

20Behold, RGod will not Tcast away the blameless, 

Nor will He uphold the evildoers.

21He will yet fill your mouth with laughing, 

And your lips with rejoicing.

22Those who hate you will be Rclothed with shame, 

And the dwelling place of the wicked will come to nothing.”*




CHAPTER 9

Job Argues His Case

1Then Job answered and said:

2“Truly I know it is so, 

But how can a Rman be righteous before God?

3If one wished to Tcontend with Him, 

He could not answer Him one time out of a thousand.

4RGod is wise in heart and mighty in strength.

Who has hardened himself against Him and prospered?

5He removes the mountains, and they do not know

When He overturns them in His anger;

6He Rshakes the earth out of its place, 

And its pillars tremble; 

7He commands the sun, and it does not rise;

He seals off the stars;

8He alone spreads out the heavens, 

And treads on the waves of the sea;

9RHe made the Bear, Orion, and the Pleiades, 

And the chambers of the south;

10RHe does great things past finding out, 

Yes, wonders without number.

11If He goes by me, I do not see Him;

If He moves past, I do not perceive Him;

12RIf He takes away, who can hinder Him?

Who can say to Him, ‘What are You doing?’

13God will not withdraw His anger, 

RThe allies of the proud* lie prostrate beneath Him.

14“How then can I answer Him, 

And choose my words to reason with Him?

15RFor though I were righteous, I could not answer Him;

I would beg mercy of my Judge.

16If I called and He answered me, 

I would not believe that He was listening to my voice.

17For He crushes me with a tempest, 

And multiplies my wounds Rwithout cause.

18He will not allow me to catch my breath, 

But fills me with bitterness.

19If it is a matter of strength, indeed He is strong;

And if of justice, who will appoint my day in court?

20Though I were righteous, my own mouth would condemn me;

Though I were blameless, it would prove me perverse.

21“I am blameless, yet I do not know myself;

I despise my life.

22It is all one thing;

Therefore I say, ‘He destroys the blameless and the wicked.’

23If the scourge slays suddenly, 

He laughs at the plight of the innocent.

24The earth is given into the hand of the wicked.

He covers the faces of its judges.

If it is not He, who else could it be?

25“Now my days are swifter than a runner;

They flee away, they see no good.

26They pass by like swift ships, 

Like an eagle swooping on its prey.

27RIf I say, ‘I will forget my complaint, 

I will put off my sad face and wear a smile, ’

28RI am afraid of all my sufferings;

I know that You Rwill not hold me innocent. 

29If I am condemned, 

Why then do I labor in vain?

30If I wash myself with snow water, 

And cleanse my hands with Tsoap, 

31Yet You will plunge me into the pit, 

And my own clothes will abhor me.

32“For RHe is not a man, as I am, 

That I may answer Him, 

And that we should go to court together.

33Nor is there any mediator between us, 

Who may lay his hand on us both.

34Let Him take His rod away from me, 

And do not let dread of Him terrify me.

35Then I would speak and not fear Him, 

But it is not so with me.




CHAPTER 10

Job Questions His Oppression

1“My Rsoul loathes my life;

I will speak in the bitterness of my soul.

2I will say to God, ‘Do not condemn me;

Show me why You contend with me.

3Does it seem good to You that You should oppress, 

That You should despise the work of Your hands, 

And smile on the counsel of the wicked?

4Do You have eyes of flesh?

Or do You see as man sees?

5Are Your days like the days of a mortal man?

Are Your years like the days of a mighty man, 

6That You should seek for my iniquity

And search out my sin, 

7Although You know that I am not wicked, 

And there is no one who can deliver from Your hand?

8‘YourR hands have made me and fashioned me, 

An intricate unity;

Yet You would Rdestroy me.

9Remember, I pray, Rthat You have made me like clay.

And will You turn me into dust again?

10Did You not pour me out like milk, 

And curdle me like cheese, 

11Clothe me with skin and flesh, 

And knit me together with bones and sinews?

12You have granted me life and favor, 

And Your care has preserved my spirit.

13‘And these things You have hidden in Your heart;

I know that this was with You:

14If I sin, then RYou mark me, 

And will not acquit me of my iniquity.

15If I am wicked, Rwoe to me;

REven if I am righteous, I Tcannot lift up my head.

I am full of disgrace;

RSee my misery!

16If my head is exalted, 

RYou hunt me like a fierce lion, 

And again You show Yourself awesome against me.

17You renew Your witnesses against me, 

And increase Your indignation toward me;

Changes and war are ever with me.

18‘WhyR then have You brought me out of the womb?

Oh, that I had perished and no eye had seen me!

19I would have been as though I had not been.

I would have been carried from the womb to the grave.

20RAre not my days few?

Cease! RLeave me alone, that I may take a little comfort, 

21Before I go to the place from which I shall not return, 

RTo the land of darkness Rand the shadow of death, 

22A land as dark as darkness itself, 

As the shadow of death, without any order, 

Where even the light is like darkness.’ ”




CHAPTER 11

Zophar’s First Speech

1Then Zophar the Naamathite answered and said:

2“Should not the multitude of words be answered?

And should Ta man full of talk be vindicated?

3Should your empty talk make men Thold their peace?

And when you mock, should no one rebuke you?

4For you have said, 

R‘My doctrine is pure, 

And I am clean in your eyes.’

5But oh, that God would speak, 

And open His lips against you, 

6That He would show you the secrets of wisdom!

For they would double your prudence.

Know therefore that RGod exacts from you

Less than your iniquity deserves.

7“CanR you search out the deep things of God?

Can you find out the limits of the Almighty?

8They are higher than heaven—what can you do?

Deeper than TSheol—what can you know?

9Their measure is longer than the earth

And broader than the sea.

10 IfR He passes by, imprisons, and gathers to judgment,

Then who can Thinder Him?

11For RHe knows deceitful men;

He sees wickedness also.

Will He not then consider it?

12For an Rempty-headed man will be wise, 

When a wild donkey’s colt is born a man.

13“If you would Rprepare your heart, 

And Rstretch out your hands toward Him; 

14If iniquity were in your hand, and you put it far away, 

And Rwould not let wickedness dwell in your tents;

15RThen surely you could lift up your face without spot;

Yes, you could be steadfast, and not fear;

16Because you would Rforget your misery, 

And remember it as waters that have passed away, 

17And your life Rwould be brighter than noonday.

Though you were dark, you would be like the morning.

18And you would be secure, because there is hope;

Yes, you would dig around you, and Rtake your rest in safety.

19You would also lie down, and no one would make you afraid;

Yes, many would court your favor.

20But Rthe eyes of the wicked will fail, 

And they shall not escape, 

And their hope—loss of life!”




CHAPTER 12

Job Tells His Friends Only God Knows

1Then Job answered and said:

2“No doubt you are the people, 

And wisdom will die with you!

3But I have Tunderstanding as well as you;

I am not Rinferior to you.

Indeed, who does not know such things as these?

4“IR am one mocked by his friends, 

Who Rcalled on God, and He answered him, 

The just and blameless who is ridiculed.

5A lamp* is despised in the thought of one who is at ease;

It is made ready for Rthose whose feet slip.

6RThe tents of robbers prosper, 

And those who provoke God are secure—

In what God provides by His hand.

7“But now ask the beasts, and they will teach you;

And the birds of the air, and they will tell you;

8Or speak to the earth, and it will teach you;

And the fish of the sea will explain to you.

9Who among all these does not know

That the hand of the LORD has done this, 

10RIn whose hand is the Tlife of every living thing, 

And the breath of all mankind?

11Does not the ear test words

And the Tmouth taste its food?

12Wisdom is with aged men, 

And with Tlength of days, understanding.

13“With Him are wisdom and strength, 

He has counsel and understanding.

14If RHe breaks a thing down, it cannot be rebuilt;

If He imprisons a man, there can be no release.

15If He Rwithholds the waters, they dry up;

If He Rsends them out, they overwhelm the earth. 

16With Him are strength and prudence.

The deceived and the deceiver are His.

17He leads counselors away plundered, 

And makes fools of the judges.

18He loosens the bonds of kings, 

And binds their waist with a belt.

19He leads princes* away plundered, 

And overthrows the mighty.

20RHe deprives the trusted ones of speech, 

And takes away the discernment of the elders. 

21RHe pours contempt on princes, 

And disarms the mighty.

22He Runcovers deep things out of darkness, 

And brings the shadow of death to light.

23RHe makes nations great, and destroys them;

He enlarges nations, and guides them.

24He takes away the understanding* of the chiefs of the people of the earth, 

And Rmakes them wander in a pathless wilderness.

25They grope in the dark without light, 

And He makes them Rstagger like a drunken man.




CHAPTER 13

Job Begs God to Speak to Him

1“Behold, my eye has seen all this, My ear has heard and understood it.

2RWhat you know, I also know;

I am not inferior to you.

3But I would speak to the Almighty, 

And I desire to reason with God.

4But you forgers of lies, 

You are all worthless physicians.

5Oh, that you would be silent, 

And it would be your wisdom!

6Now hear my reasoning, 

And heed the pleadings of my lips.

7Will you speak wickedly for God, 

And talk deceitfully for Him?

8Will you show partiality for Him?

Will you contend for God?

9Will it be well when He searches you out?

Or can you mock Him as one mocks a man?

10He will surely rebuke you

If you secretly show partiality.

11Will not His excellence make you afraid, 

And the dread of Him fall upon you?

12Your platitudes are proverbs of ashes, 

Your defenses are defenses of clay.

13“HoldT your peace with me, and let me speak, 

Then let come on me what may!

14Why Rdo I take my flesh in my teeth, 

And put my life in my hands?

15RThough He slay me, yet will I trust Him.

REven so, I will defend my own ways before Him.

16He also shall be my salvation, 

For a Rhypocrite could not come before Him.

17Listen carefully to my speech, 

And to my declaration with your ears.

18See now, I have prepared my case, 

I know that I shall be vindicated.

19Who is he who will contend with me?

If now I hold my tongue, I perish.

20“Only two things do not do to me, 

Then I will not hide myself from You:

21RWithdraw Your hand far from me, 

And let not the dread of You make me afraid.

22Then call, and I will Ranswer;

Or let me speak, then You respond to me.

23How many are my iniquities and sins?

Make me know my transgression and my sin.

24Why do You hide Your face, 

And regard me as Your enemy?

25RWill You frighten a leaf driven to and fro?

And will You pursue dry stubble?

26For You write bitter things against me, 

And Rmake me inherit the iniquities of my youth.

27You put my feet in the stocks, 

And watch closely all my paths.

You set a limit* for the soles of my feet.

28“Man* decays like a rotten thing, 

Like a garment that is moth-eaten.




CHAPTER 14

Job Mourns That Man Has Only One Life

1“Man who is born of woman Is of few days and full of trouble.

2RHe comes forth like a flower and fades away;

He flees like a shadow and does not continue.

3And Rdo You open Your eyes on such a one, 

And Rbring me* to judgment with Yourself?

4Who Rcan bring a clean thing out of an unclean?

No one!

5RSince his days are determined, 

The number of his months is with You;

You have appointed his limits, so that he cannot pass.

6RLook away from him that he may Trest, 

Till Rlike a hired man he finishes his day.

7“For there is hope for a tree, 

If it is cut down, that it will sprout again, 

And that its tender shoots will not cease.

8Though its root may grow old in the earth, 

And its stump may die in the ground, 

9Yet at the scent of water it will bud

And bring forth branches like a plant.

10But man dies and is laid away;

Indeed he Tbreathes his last

And where is Rhe?

11As water disappears from the sea, 

And a river becomes parched and dries up, 

12So man lies down and does not rise.

RTill the heavens are no more, 

They will not awake

Nor be roused from their sleep.

13“Oh, that You would hide me in the grave, 

That You would conceal me until Your wrath is past, 

That You would appoint me a set time, and remember me!

14If a man dies, shall he live again?

All the days of my hard service RI will wait, 

Till my change comes.

15You shall call, and I will answer You;

You shall desire the work of Your hands.

16For now You number my steps, 

But do not watch over my sin.

17My transgression is sealed up in a bag, 

And You cover* my iniquity.

18“But as a mountain falls and crumbles away, 

And as a rock is moved from its place;

19As water wears away stones, 

And as torrents wash away the soil of the earth;

So You destroy the hope of man.

20You prevail forever against him, and he passes on;

You change his countenance and send him away.

21His sons come to honor, and Rhe does not know it;

They are brought low, and he does not perceive it.

22But his flesh will be in pain over it, 

And his soul will mourn over it.”




CHAPTER 15

Job’s Mouth Condemns Him

1Then REliphaz the Temanite answered and said:

2“Should a wise man answer with empty knowledge, 

And fill himself with the east wind?

3Should he reason with unprofitable talk, 

Or by speeches with which he can do no good?

4Yes, you cast off fear, 

And restrain prayer before God.

5For your iniquity teaches your mouth, 

And you choose the tongue of the crafty.

6RYour own mouth condemns you, and not I;

Yes, your own lips testify against you.

7“Are you the first man who was born?

Or were you made before the hills?

8Have you heard the counsel of God?

Do you limit wisdom to yourself?

9RWhat do you know that we do not know?

What do you understand that is not in us?

10RBoth the gray-haired and the aged are among us, 

Much older than your father.

11Are the consolations of God too small for you, 

And the word spoken gently* with you?

12Why does your heart carry you away, 

And what do your eyes wink at, 

13That you turn your spirit against God, 

And let such words go out of your mouth?

The Wicked Suffer

14“WhatR is man, that he could be pure?

And he who is born of a woman, that he could be righteous? 

15RIf God puts no trust in His saints, 

And the heavens are not pure in His sight, 

16RHow much less man, who is abominable and filthy, 

Who drinks iniquity like water!

17“I will tell you, hear me;

What I have seen I will declare, 

18What wise men have told, 

Not hiding anything received Rfrom their fathers, 

19To whom alone the land was given, 

And no alien passed among them:

20The wicked man writhes with pain all his days, 

RAnd the number of years is hidden from the oppressor.

21TDreadful sounds are in his ears;

RIn prosperity the destroyer comes upon him.

22He does not believe that he will Rreturn from darkness, 

For a sword is waiting for him.

23He Rwanders about for bread, saying, ‘Where is it?’

He knows Rthat a day of darkness is ready at his hand.

24Trouble and anguish make him afraid;

They overpower him, like a king ready for Tbattle.

25For he stretches out his hand against God, 

And acts defiantly against the Almighty, 

26Running stubbornly against Him

With his strong, embossed shield.

27“ThoughR he has covered his face with his fatness, 

And made his waist heavy with fat, 

28He dwells in desolate cities, 

In houses which no one inhabits, 

Which are destined to become ruins.

29He will not be rich, 

Nor will his wealth Rcontinue, 

Nor will his possessions overspread the earth.

30He will not depart from darkness;

The flame will dry out his branches, 

And Rby the breath of His mouth he will go away.

31Let him not Rtrust in futile things, deceiving himself, 

For futility will be his reward.

32It will be accomplished before his time, 

And his branch will not be green.

33He will shake off his unripe grape like a vine, 

And cast off his blossom like an olive tree.

34For the company of hypocrites will be barren, 

And fire will consume the tents of bribery.

35RThey conceive trouble and bring forth futility;

Their womb prepares deceit.”




CHAPTER 16

Job Calls His Friends Miserable Comforters

1Then Job answered and said:

2“I have heard many such things;

Miserable comforters are you all!

3Shall words of wind have an end?

Or what provokes you that you answer?

4I also could speak as you do, 

If your soul were in my soul’s place.

I could heap up words against you, 

And Rshake my head at you;

5But I would strengthen you with my mouth, 

And the comfort of my lips would relieve your grief.

Job Laments His Situation

6“Though I speak, my grief is not relieved;

And if I remain silent, how am I eased?

7But now He has Rworn me out;

You Rhave made desolate all my company.

8You have shriveled me up, 

And it is a witness against me;

My leanness rises up against me

And bears witness to my face.

9He tears me in His wrath, and hates me;

He gnashes at me with His teeth;

My adversary sharpens His gaze on me.

10They Rgape at me with their mouth, 

They Rstrike me reproachfully on the cheek, 

They gather together against me.

11God Rhas delivered me to the ungodly, 

And turned me over to the hands of the wicked.

12I was at ease, but He has Rshattered me;

He also has taken me by my neck, and shaken me to pieces; 

He has set me up for His target, 

13His archers surround me.

He pierces my heart* and does not pity;

He pours out my gall on the ground.

14He breaks me with wound upon wound;

He runs at me like a warrior.*

Job Defends His Innocence

15“I have sewn sackcloth over my skin, 

And laid my head* in the dust.

16My face is Tflushed from weeping, 

And on my eyelids is the shadow of death;

17Although no violence is in my hands, 

And my prayer is pure.

18“O earth, do not cover my blood, 

And let my cry have no resting place!

19Surely even now Rmy witness is in heaven, 

And my evidence is on high.

20My friends scorn me;

My eyes pour out tears to God.

21ROh, that one might plead for a man with God, 

As a man pleads for his neighbor!

22For when a few years are finished, 

I shall go the way of no return.




CHAPTER 17

God Makes Job a Byword

1“My spirit is broken, My days are extinguished, 

RThe grave is ready for me.

2Are not mockers with me?

And does not my eye Tdwell on their provocation?

3“Now put down a pledge for me with Yourself.

Who is he who Rwill shake hands with me?

4For You have hidden their heart from Runderstanding;

Therefore You will not exalt them.

5He who speaks flattery to his friends, 

Even the eyes of his children will fail.

6“But He has made me Ra byword of the people, 

And I have become one in whose face men spit.

7RMy eye has also grown dim because of sorrow, 

And all my members are like shadows.

8Upright men are astonished at this, 

And the innocent stirs himself up against the hypocrite.

9Yet the righteous will hold to his way, 

And he who has Rclean hands will be stronger and stronger.

10“But please, Rcome back again, all of you, *

For I shall not find one wise man among you.

11RMy days are past, 

My purposes are broken off, 

Even the thoughts of my heart.

12They change the night into day;

‘The light is near, ’ they say, in the face of darkness.

13If I wait for the grave as my house, 

If I make my bed in the darkness, 

14If I say to corruption, ‘You are my father, ’

And to the worm, ‘You are my mother and my sister, ’

15Where then is my Rhope?

As for my hope, who can see it?

16Will they go down Rto the gates of TSheol?

Shall we have Rrest together in the dust?”




CHAPTER 18

Bildad’s Second Speech

1Then RBildad the Shuhite answered and said:

2“How long till you put an end to words?

Gain understanding, and afterward we will speak.

3Why are we counted as beasts, 

And regarded as stupid in your sight?

4RYouT who tear yourself in anger, 

Shall the earth be forsaken for you?

Or shall the rock be removed from its place?

5“The light of the wicked indeed goes out, 

And the flame of his fire does not shine.

6The light is dark in his tent, 

And his lamp beside him is put out.

7The steps of his strength are shortened, 

And his own counsel casts him down.

8For Rhe is cast into a net by his own feet, 

And he walks into a snare.

9The net takes him by the heel, 

And Ra snare lays hold of him.

10A noose is hidden for him on the ground, 

And a trap for him in the road.

11RTerrors frighten him on every side, 

And drive him to his feet.

12His strength is starved, 

And destruction is ready at his side.

13It devours patches of his skin;

The firstborn of death devours his Tlimbs.

14He is uprooted from Rthe shelter of his tent, 

And they parade him before the king of terrors.

15They dwell in his tent who are none of his;

Brimstone is scattered on his dwelling.

16His roots are dried out below, 

And his branch withers above.

17RThe memory of him perishes from the earth, 

And he has no name among the renowned.*

18He is driven from light into darkness, 

And chased out of the world.

19RHe has neither son nor posterity among his people, 

Nor any remaining in his dwellings.

20Those Tin the west are astonished Rat his day, 

As those in the east are frightened.

21Surely such are the dwellings of the wicked, 

And this is the place of him who Rdoes not know God.”




CHAPTER 19

Job’s Response to Bildad

1Then Job answered and said:

2“How long will you torment my soul, 

And break me in pieces with words?

3These ten times you have Treproached me;

You are not ashamed that you have wronged me.*

4And if indeed I have erred, 

My error remains with me.

5If indeed you Rexalt yourselves against me, 

And plead my disgrace against me, 

6Know then that God has wronged me, 

And has surrounded me with His net.

7“If I cry out concerning Twrong, I am not heard.

If I cry aloud, there is no justice.

8RHe has Tfenced up my way, so that I cannot pass;

And He has set darkness in my paths.

9He has stripped me of my glory, 

And taken the crown from my head.

10He breaks me down on every side, 

And I am gone;

My hope He has uprooted like a tree.

11He has also kindled His wrath against me, 

And RHe counts me as one of His enemies.

12His troops come together

And build up their road against me;

They encamp all around my tent.

13“HeR has removed my brothers far from me, 

And my acquaintances are completely estranged from me.

14My relatives have failed, 

And my close friends have forgotten me.

15Those who dwell in my house, and my maidservants, 

Count me as a stranger;

I am an alien in their sight.

16I call my servant, but he gives no answer;

I beg him with my mouth.

17My breath is offensive to my wife, 

And I am Trepulsive to the children of my own body.

18Even young children despise me;

I arise, and they speak against me.

19RAll my close friends abhor me, 

And those whom I love have turned against me.

20RMy bone clings to my skin and to my flesh, 

And I have escaped by the skin of my teeth.

21“Have pity on me, have pity on me, O you my friends, 

For the hand of God has struck me!

22Why do you persecute me as God does, 

And are not satisfied with my flesh?

23“Oh, that my words were written!

Oh, that they were inscribed in a book!

24That they were engraved on a rock

With an iron pen and lead, forever!

25For I know that my Redeemer lives, 

And He shall stand at last on the earth;

26And after my skin is Tdestroyed, this I know, 

That in my flesh I shall see God, 

27Whom I shall see for myself, 

And my eyes shall behold, and not another.

How my heart yearns within me!

28If you should say, ‘How shall we persecute him?’—

Since the root of the matter is found in me, 

29Be afraid of the sword for yourselves;

For wrath brings the punishment of the sword, 

That you may know there is a judgment.”




CHAPTER 20

Zophar’s Second Speech

1Then RZophar the Naamathite answered and said:

2“Therefore my anxious thoughts make me answer, 

Because of the turmoil within me.

3I have heard the rebuke that reproaches me, 

And the spirit of my understanding causes me to answer.

4“Do you not know this of Rold, 

Since man was placed on earth, 

5RThat the triumphing of the wicked is short, 

And the joy of the hypocrite is but for a Rmoment?

6RThough his haughtiness mounts up to the heavens, 

And his head reaches to the clouds, 

7Yet he will perish forever like his own refuse;

Those who have seen him will say, ‘Where is he?’

8He will fly away Rlike a dream, and not be found;

Yes, he Rwill be chased away like a vision of the night.

9The eye that saw him will see him no more, 

Nor will his place behold him anymore.

10His children will seek the favor of the poor, 

And his hands will restore his wealth.

11His bones are full of his youthful vigor, 

But it will lie down with him in the dust.

12“Though evil is sweet in his mouth, 

And he hides it under his tongue, 

13Though he spares it and does not forsake it, 

But still keeps it in his mouth, 

14Yet his food in his stomach turns sour;

It becomes cobra venom within him.

15He swallows down riches

And vomits them up again;

God casts them out of his belly.

16He will suck the poison of cobras;

The viper’s tongue will slay him.

17He will not see Rthe streams, 

The rivers flowing with honey and cream.

18He will restore that for which he labored, 

And will not swallow it down;

From the proceeds of business

He will get no enjoyment.

19For he has Toppressed and forsaken the poor, 

He has violently seized a house which he did not build.

20“BecauseR he knows no quietness in his heart, *

He will not save anything he desires.

21Nothing is left for him to eat;

Therefore his well-being will not last.

22In his self-sufficiency he will be in distress;

Every hand of Tmisery will come against him.

23When he is about to fill his stomach, 

God will cast on him the fury of His wrath, 

And will rain it on him while he is eating.

24He will flee from the iron weapon;

A bronze bow will pierce him through.

25It is drawn, and comes out of the body;

Yes, Rthe glittering point comes out of his Tgall.

RTerrors come upon him;

26Total darkness is reserved for his treasures.

RAn unfanned fire will consume him;

It shall go ill with him who is left in his tent.

27The heavens will reveal his iniquity, 

And the earth will rise up against him.

28The increase of his house will depart, 

And his goods will flow away in the day of His Rwrath.

29RThis is the portion from God for a wicked man, 

The heritage appointed to him by God.”




CHAPTER 21

Job’s Response to Zophar

1Then Job answered and said:

2“Listen carefully to my speech, 

And let this be your consolation.

3Bear with me that I may speak, 

And after I have spoken, keep mocking.

4“As for me, is my complaint against man?

And if it were, why should I not be impatient?

5Look at me and be astonished;

Put your hand over your mouth.

6Even when I remember I am terrified, 

And trembling takes hold of my flesh.

7Why do the wicked live and become old, 

Yes, become mighty in power?

8Their descendants are established with them in their sight, 

And their offspring before their eyes.

9Their houses are safe from fear, 

Neither is the rod of God upon them.

10Their bull breeds without failure;

Their cow calves without miscarriage.

11They send forth their little ones like a flock, 

And their children dance.

12They sing to the tambourine and harp, 

And rejoice to the sound of the flute.

13They Rspend their days in wealth, 

And in a moment go down to the grave.*

14RYet they say to God, ‘Depart from us, 

For we do not desire the knowledge of Your ways.

15RWho is the Almighty, that we should serve Him?

And Rwhat profit do we have if we pray to Him?’

16Indeed Ttheir prosperity is not in their hand;

RThe counsel of the wicked is far from me.

17“How often is the lamp of the wicked put out?

How often does their destruction come upon them, 

The sorrows God Rdistributes in His anger?

18RThey are like straw before the wind, 

And like chaff that a storm Tcarries away.

19They say, ‘God Tlays up one’s* iniquity Rfor his children’;

Let Him recompense him, that he may know it.

20Let his eyes see his destruction, 

And Rlet him drink of the wrath of the Almighty.

21For what does he care about his household after him, 

When the number of his months is cut in half?

22“Can anyone teach God knowledge, 

Since He judges those on high?

23One dies in his full strength, 

Being wholly at ease and secure;

24His pails* are full of milk, 

And the marrow of his bones is moist.

25Another man dies in the bitterness of his soul, 

Never having eaten with pleasure.

26They Rlie down alike in the dust, 

And worms cover them.

27“Look, I know your thoughts, 

And the schemes with which you would wrong me.

28For you say, 

‘Where is the house of the prince?

And where is the tent, *

The dwelling place of the wicked?’

29Have you not asked those who travel the road?

And do you not know their signs?

30RFor the wicked are reserved for the day of doom;

They shall be brought out on the day of wrath.

31Who condemns his way to his face?

And who repays him for what he has done?

32Yet he shall be brought to the grave, 

And a vigil kept over the tomb.

33The clods of the valley shall be sweet to him;

REveryone shall follow him, 

As countless have gone before him.

34How then can you comfort me with empty words, 

Since Tfalsehood remains in your answers?”




CHAPTER 22

Eliphaz’s Third Speech

1Then REliphaz the Temanite answered and said:

2“CanR a man be profitable to God, 

Though he who is wise may be profitable to himself?

3Is it any pleasure to the Almighty that you are righteous?

Or is it gain to Him that you make your ways blameless?

4“Is it because of your fear of Him that He corrects you, 

And enters into judgment with you?

5Is not your wickedness great, 

And your iniquity without end?

6For you have Rtaken pledges from your brother for no reason, 

And stripped the naked of their clothing.

7You have not given the weary water to drink, 

And you Rhave withheld bread from the hungry.

8But the Tmighty man possessed the land, 

And the honorable man dwelt in it.

9You have sent widows away empty, 

And the Tstrength of the fatherless was crushed.

10Therefore snares are all around you, 

And sudden fear troubles you, 

11Or darkness so that you cannot see;

And an abundance of water covers you.

12“Is not God in the height of heaven?

And see the highest stars, how lofty they are!

13And you say, R‘What does God know?

Can He judge through the deep darkness?

14RThick clouds cover Him, so that He cannot see, 

And He walks above the circle of heaven.’

15Will you keep to the old way

Which wicked men have trod, 

16Who Rwere cut down before their time, 

Whose foundations were swept away by a flood?

17They said to God, ‘Depart from us!

What can the Almighty do to them?’*

18Yet He filled their houses with good things;

But the counsel of the wicked is far from me.

19“The righteous see it and are glad, 

And the innocent laugh at them:

20‘Surely our adversaries* are cut down, 

And the fire consumes their remnant.’

21“Now acquaint yourself with Him, and Rbe at peace;

Thereby good will come to you.

22Receive, please, Rinstruction from His mouth, 

And lay up His words in your heart.

23If you return to the Almighty, you will be built up;

You will remove iniquity far from your tents.

24Then you will Rlay your gold in the dust, 

And the gold of Ophir among the stones of the brooks. 

25Yes, the Almighty will be your gold*

And your precious silver;

26For then you will have your Rdelight in the Almighty, 

And lift up your face to God.

27RYou will make your prayer to Him, 

He will hear you, 

And you will pay your vows.

28You will also declare a thing, 

And it will be established for you;

So light will shine on your ways.

29When they cast you down, and you say, ‘Exaltation will come!’

Then He will save the humble person.

30He will even deliver one who is not innocent;

Yes, he will be delivered by the purity of your hands.”




CHAPTER 23

Job Will Come Forth as Gold

1Then Job answered and said:

2“Even today my Rcomplaint is bitter;

My* hand is listless because of my groaning.

3Oh, that I knew where I might find Him, 

That I might come to His seat!

4I would present my case before Him, 

And fill my mouth with arguments.

5I would know the words which He would answer me, 

And understand what He would say to me.

6RWould He contend with me in His great power?

No! But He would take note of me.

7There the upright could reason with Him, 

And I would be delivered forever from my Judge.

8“Look, R I go forward, but He is not there, 

And backward, but I cannot perceive Him;

9When He works on the left hand, I cannot behold Him;

When He turns to the right hand, I cannot see Him.

10But He knows the way that I take;

When RHe has tested me, I shall come forth as gold.

11RMy foot has held fast to His steps;

I have kept His way and not turned aside.

12I have not departed from the commandment of His lips;

RI have treasured the words of His mouth

More than my necessary food. 

13“But He is unique, and who can make Him change?

And whatever RHis soul desires, that He does.

14For He performs what is Rappointed for me, 

And many such things are with Him.

15Therefore I am terrified at His presence;

When I consider this, I am afraid of Him.

16For God made my heart weak, 

And the Almighty terrifies me;

17Because I was not Rcut off Tfrom the presence of darkness, 

And He did not hide deep darkness from my face.




CHAPTER 24

God Seems Indifferent to the Wicked

1“SINCE Rtimes are not hidden from the Almighty, 

Why do those who know Him see not His Rdays?

2“Some remove Rlandmarks;

They seize flocks violently and feed on them;

3They drive away the donkey of the fatherless;

They take the widow’s ox as a pledge.

4They push the needy off the road;

All the Rpoor of the land are forced to hide.

5Indeed, like wild donkeys in the desert, 

They go out to their work, searching for food.

The wilderness yields food for them and for their children.

6They gather their fodder in the field

And glean in the vineyard of the wicked.

7They Rspend the night naked, without clothing, 

And have no covering in the cold.

8They are wet with the showers of the mountains, 

And Rhuddle around the rock for want of shelter.

9“Some snatch the fatherless from the breast, 

And take a pledge from the poor.

10They cause the poor to go naked, without Rclothing;

And they take away the sheaves from the hungry.

11They press out oil within their walls, 

And tread winepresses, yet suffer thirst.

12The dying groan in the city, 

And the souls of the wounded cry out;

Yet God does not charge them with wrong.

13“There are those who rebel against the light;

They do not know its ways

Nor abide in its paths.

14RThe murderer rises with the light;

He kills the poor and needy;

And in the night he is like a thief.

15RThe eye of the adulterer waits for the twilight, 

RSaying, ‘No eye will see me’;

And he disguises his face.

16In the dark they break into houses

Which they marked for themselves in the daytime;

RThey do not know the light.

17For the morning is the same to them as the shadow of death;

If someone recognizes them, 

They are in the terrors of the shadow of death.

18“They should be swift on the face of the waters, 

Their portion should be cursed in the earth, 

So that no one would turn into the way of their vineyards.

19As drought and heat Tconsume the snow waters, 

So the grave* consumes those who have sinned.

20The womb should forget him, 

The worm should feed sweetly on him;

RHe should be remembered no more, 

And wickedness should be broken like a tree.

21For he Tpreys on the barren who do not bear, 

And does no good for the widow.

22“But God draws the mighty away with His power;

He rises up, but no man is sure of life.

23He gives them security, and they rely on it;

Yet His eyes are on their ways.

24They are exalted for a little while, 

Then they are gone.

They are brought low;

They are Ttaken out of the way like all others;

They dry out like the heads of grain.

25“Now if it is not so, who will prove me a liar, 

And make my speech worth nothing?”




CHAPTER 25

Bildad’s Third Speech

1Then RBildad the Shuhite answered and said:

2“Dominion and fear belong to Him;

He makes peace in His high places.

3Is there any number to His armies?

Upon whom does His light not rise?

4RHow then can man be righteous before God?

Or how can he be Rpure who is born of a woman?

5If even the moon does not shine, 

And the stars are not pure in His sight, 

6How much less man, who is a maggot, 

And a son of man, who is a worm?”




CHAPTER 26

Job’s Response to Bildad

1But Job answered and said:

2“How have you helped him who is without power?

How have you saved the arm that has no strength?

3How have you counseled one who has no wisdom?

And how have you declared sound advice to many?

4To whom have you uttered words?

And whose spirit came from you?

5“The dead tremble, 

Those under the waters and those inhabiting them.

6RSheol is naked before Him, 

And Destruction has no covering.

7RHe stretches out the north over empty space;

He hangs the earth on nothing.

8RHe binds up the water in His thick clouds, 

Yet the clouds are not broken under it.

9He covers the face of His throne, 

And spreads His cloud over it.

10RHe drew a circular horizon on the face of the waters, 

At the boundary of light and darkness.

11The pillars of heaven tremble, 

And are astonished at His rebuke.

12RHe stirs up the sea with His power, 

And by His understanding He breaks up Tthe storm. 

13By His Spirit He adorned the heavens;

His hand pierced the fleeing serpent.

14Indeed these are the mere edges of His ways, 

And how small a whisper we hear of Him!

But the thunder of His power who can understand?”




CHAPTER 27

Job Affirms His Righteousness

1Moreover Job continued his discourse, and said:

2“As God lives, Rwho has taken away my justice, 

And the Almighty, who has made my soul bitter, 

3As long as my breath is in me, 

And the breath of God in my nostrils, 

4My lips will not speak wickedness, 

Nor my tongue utter deceit.

5Far be it from me

That I should say you are right;

Till I die RI will not put away my integrity from me.

6My righteousness I Rhold fast, and will not let it go;

RMy heart shall not Treproach me as long as I live.

7“May my enemy be like the wicked, 

And he who rises up against me like the unrighteous.

8RFor what is the hope of the hypocrite, 

Though he may gain much, 

If God takes away his life?

9RWill God hear his cry

When trouble comes upon him?

10RWill he delight himself in the Almighty?

Will he always call on God?

11“I will teach you Tabout the hand of God;

What is with the Almighty I will not conceal.

12Surely all of you have seen it;

Why then do you behave with complete nonsense?

13“ThisR is the portion of a wicked man with God, 

And the heritage of oppressors, received from the Almighty:

14RIf his children are multiplied, it is for the sword;

And his offspring shall not be satisfied with bread.

15Those who survive him shall be buried in death, 

And their* widows shall not weep, 

16Though he heaps up silver like dust, 

And piles up clothing like clay—

17He may pile it up, but Rthe just will wear it, 

And the innocent will divide the silver.

18He builds his house like a moth, *

Like a booth which a watchman makes.

19The rich man will lie down, 

But not be gathered up;*

He opens his eyes, 

And he is Rno more.

20Terrors overtake him like a flood;

A tempest steals him away in the night.

21The east wind carries him away, and he is gone;

It sweeps him out of his place.

22It hurls against him and does not Rspare;

He flees desperately from its power.

23Men shall clap their hands at him, 

And shall hiss him out of his place.




CHAPTER 28

Job Observes That Man Cannot Discover Wisdom

1“Surely there is a mine for silver, And a place where gold is refined.

2Iron is taken from the Tearth, 

And copper is smelted from ore.

3Man puts an end to darkness, 

And searches every recess

For ore in the darkness and the shadow of death.

4He breaks open a shaft away from people;

In places forgotten by feet

They hang far away from men;

They swing to and fro.

5As for the earth, from it comes bread, 

But underneath it is turned up as by fire;

6Its stones are the source of sapphires, 

And it contains gold dust.

7That path no bird knows, 

Nor has the falcon’s eye seen it.

8The proud lions* have not trodden it, 

Nor has the fierce lion passed over it.

9He puts his hand on the flint;

He overturns the mountains Tat the roots.

10He cuts out channels in the rocks, 

And his eye sees every precious thing.

11He dams up the streams from trickling;

What is hidden he brings forth to light.

12“ButR where can wisdom be found?

And where is the place of understanding?

13Man does not know its value, 

Nor is it found in the land of the living.

14The deep says, ‘It is not in me’;

And the sea says, ‘It is not with me.’

15It cannot be purchased for gold, 

Nor can silver be weighed for its price.

16It cannot be valued in the gold of Ophir, 

In precious onyx or sapphire.

17Neither gold nor crystal can equal it, 

Nor can it be exchanged for Tjewelry of fine gold.

18No mention shall be made of Tcoral or quartz, 

For the price of wisdom is above rubies.

19The topaz of Ethiopia cannot equal it, 

Nor can it be valued in pure gold.

20“FromR where then does wisdom come?

And where is the place of understanding?

21It is hidden from the eyes of all living, 

And concealed from the birds of the air.

22RDestructionT and Death say, 

‘We have heard a report about it with our ears.’

23God understands its way, 

And He knows its place.

24For He looks to the ends of the earth, 

And sees under the whole heavens, 

25To establish a weight for the wind, 

And apportion the waters by measure.

26When He made a law for the rain, 

And a path for the thunderbolt, 

27Then He saw wisdom* and declared it;

He prepared it, indeed, He searched it out.

28And to man He said, 

‘Behold, Rthe fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, 

And to depart from evil is understanding.’ ”




CHAPTER 29

Job Remembers His Happy Past

1Job further continued his discourse, and said:

2“Oh, that I were as in months Rpast, 

As in the days when God Rwatched over me;

3RWhen His lamp shone upon my head, 

And when by His light I walked through darkness;

4Just as I was in the days of my prime, 

When Rthe friendly counsel of God was over my tent;

5When the Almighty was yet with me, 

When my children were around me;

6When Rmy steps were bathed with cream, *

And Rthe rock poured out rivers of oil for me!

7“When I went out to the gate by the city, 

When I took my seat in the open square, 

8The young men saw me and hid, 

And the aged arose and stood;

9The princes refrained from talking, 

And put their hand on their mouth;

10The voice of nobles was hushed, 

And their Rtongue stuck to the roof of their mouth.

11When the ear heard, then it blessed me, 

And when the eye saw, then it approved me;

12Because RI delivered the poor who cried out, 

The fatherless and the one who had no helper.

13The blessing of a perishing man came upon me, 

And I caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy.

14RI put on righteousness, and it clothed me;

My justice was like a robe and a turban.

15I was Reyes to the blind, 

And I was feet to the lame.

16I was a father to the poor, 

And RI searched out the case that I did not know.

17I broke the fangs of the wicked, 

And plucked the victim from his teeth.

18“Then I said, ‘I shall die in my nest, 

And multiply my days as the sand.

19My root is spread out to the waters, 

And the dew lies all night on my branch.

20My glory is fresh within me, 

And my bow is renewed in my hand.’

21“Men listened to me and waited, 

And kept silence for my counsel.

22After my words they did not speak again, 

And my speech settled on them as dew.

23They waited for me as for the rain, 





And they opened their mouth wide as for Rthe spring rain.

24If I mocked at them, they did not believe it, 

And the light of my countenance they did not cast down.

25I chose the way for them, and sat as chief;

So I dwelt as a king in the army, 

As one who comforts mourners.




CHAPTER 30

Job Describes His Present Humiliation

1“But now they mock at me, men Tyounger than I, 

Whose fathers I disdained to put with the dogs of my flock.

2Indeed, what profit is the strength of their hands to me?

Their vigor has perished.

3They are gaunt from want and famine, 

Fleeing late to the wilderness, desolate and waste, 

4Who pluck mallow by the bushes, 

And broom tree roots for their food.

5They were driven out from among men, 

They shouted at them as at a thief.

6They had to live in the clefts of the Tvalleys, 

In caves of the earth and the rocks.

7Among the bushes they brayed, 

Under the nettles they nestled.

8They were sons of fools, 

Yes, sons of vile men;

They were scourged from the land.

9“AndR now I am their taunting song;

Yes, I am their byword.

10They abhor me, they keep far from me;

They do not hesitate to spit in my face.

11Because RHe has loosed my* bowstring and afflicted me, 

They have cast off restraint before me.

12At my right hand the rabble arises;

They push away my feet, 

And Rthey raise against me their ways of destruction.

13They break up my path, 

They promote my calamity;

They have no helper.

14They come as broad breakers;

Under the ruinous storm they roll along.

15Terrors are turned upon me;

They pursue my honor as the wind, 

And my prosperity has passed like a cloud.

16“AndR now my soul is poured out because of my plight;

The days of affliction take hold of me.

17My bones are pierced in me at night, 

And my gnawing pains take no rest.

18By great force my garment is disfigured;

It binds me about as the collar of my coat.

19He has cast me into the mire, 

And I have become like dust and ashes.

20“I Rcry out to You, but You do not answer me;

I stand up, and You regard me.

21But You have become cruel to me;

With the strength of Your hand You Roppose me.

22You lift me up to the wind and cause me to ride on it;

You spoil my success.

23For I know that You will bring me to death, 

And to the house Rappointed for all living.

24“Surely He would not stretch out His hand against a heap of ruins, 

If they cry out when He destroys it.

25RHave I not wept for him who was in trouble?

Has not my soul grieved for the poor?

26RBut when I looked for good, evil came to me;

And when I waited for light, then came darkness.

27My heart is in turmoil and cannot rest;

Days of affliction confront me.

28RI go about mourning, but not in the sun;

I stand up in the assembly and cry out for help.

29RI am a brother of jackals, 

And a companion of ostriches.

30My skin grows black and falls from me;

RMy bones burn with fever.

31My harp is turned to mourning, 

And my flute to the voice of those who weep.




CHAPTER 31

Innocent of Sensual Sins

1“I HAVE made a covenant with my eyes; Why then should I Tlook upon a Ryoung woman?

2For what is the Rallotment of God from above, 

And the inheritance of the Almighty from on high?

3Is it not destruction for the wicked, 

And disaster for the workers of iniquity?

4RDoes He not see my ways, 

And count all my steps?

5“If I have walked with falsehood, 

Or if my foot has hastened to deceit, 

6Let me be weighed on honest scales, 

That God may know my integrity.

7If my step has turned from the way, 

Or my heart walked after my eyes, 

Or if any spot adheres to my hands, 

8Then let me sow, and another eat;

Yes, let my harvest be rooted out.

9“If my heart has been enticed by a woman, 

Or if I have lurked at my neighbor’s door, 

10Then let my wife grind for another, 

And let others bow down over her.

11For that would be wickedness;

Yes, Rit would be iniquity deserving of judgment.

12For that would be a fire that consumes to destruction, 

And would root out all my increase.

Innocent of Abusing His Power

13“If I have Rdespised the cause of my male or female servant

When they complained against me, 

14What then shall I do when RGod rises up?

When He punishes, how shall I answer Him?

15RDid not He who made me in the womb make them?

Did not the same One fashion us in the womb?

16“If I have kept the poor from their desire, 

Or caused the eyes of the widow to fail, 

17Or eaten my morsel by myself, 

So that the fatherless could not eat of it

18(But from my youth I reared him as a father, 

And from my mother’s womb I guided the widow*);

19If I have seen anyone perish for lack of clothing, 

Or any poor man without covering;

20If his heart* has not Rblessed me, 

And if he was not warmed with the fleece of my sheep;

21If I have raised my hand Ragainst the fatherless, 

When I saw I had help in the gate;

22Then let my arm fall from my shoulder, 

Let my arm be torn from the socket.

23For Rdestruction from God is a terror to me, 

And because of His magnificence I cannot endure.

Innocent of Trusting in His Wealth

24“IfR I have made gold my hope, 

Or said to fine gold, ‘You are my confidence’;

25RIf I have rejoiced because my wealth was great, 

And because my hand had gained much;

26RIf I have observed the sun* when it shines, 

Or the moon moving in brightness, 

27So that my heart has been secretly enticed, 

And my mouth has kissed my hand;

28This also would be an iniquity deserving of judgment, 

For I would have denied God who is above.

Innocent of Not Caring for His Enemies

29“IfR I have rejoiced at the destruction of him who hated me, 

Or lifted myself up when evil found him

30R(Indeed I have not allowed my mouth to sin

By asking for a curse on his soul);

31If the men of my tent have not said, 

‘Who is there that has not been satisfied with his meat?’

32R(But no sojourner had to lodge in the street, 

For I have opened my doors to the traveler*);

33If I have covered my transgressions RasT Adam, 

By hiding my iniquity in my bosom, 

34Because I feared the great Rmultitude, 

And dreaded the contempt of families, 

So that I kept silence

And did not go out of the door—

Job Pleads to Meet God and Defend Himself

35ROh, that I had one to hear me!

Here is my mark.

Oh, Rthat the Almighty would answer me, 

That my Prosecutor had written a book!

36Surely I would carry it on my shoulder, 

And bind it on me like a crown;

37I would declare to Him the number of my steps;

Like a prince I would approach Him.

38“If my land cries out against me, 

And its furrows weep together;

39If RI have eaten its fruit* without money, 

Or caused its owners to lose their lives;

40Then let Rthistles grow instead of wheat, 

And weeds instead of barley.”

The words of Job are ended.




CHAPTER 32

Elihu Intervenes in the Debate

1So these three men ceased answering Job, because he was Rrighteous in his own eyes.

2Then the wrath of Elihu, the son of Barachel the RBuzite, of the family of Ram, was aroused against Job; his wrath was aroused because he Rjustified himself rather than God.

3Also against his three friends his wrath was aroused, because they had found no answer, and yet had condemned Job.

4Now because they were years older than he, Elihu had waited to speak to Job.*

5When Elihu saw that there was no answer in the mouth of these three men, his wrath was aroused.

6So Elihu, the son of Barachel the Buzite, answered and said:

“I am Ryoung in years, and you are very old;

Therefore I was afraid, 

And dared not declare my opinion to you.

7I said, ‘Age* should speak, 

And multitude of years should teach wisdom.’

8But there is a spirit in man, 

And Rthe breath of the Almighty gives him understanding.

9RGreat men* are not always wise, 

Nor do the aged always understand justice.

10“Therefore I say, ‘Listen to me, 

I also will declare my opinion.’

11Indeed I waited for your words, 

I listened to your reasonings, while you searched out what to say.

12I paid close attention to you;

And surely not one of you convinced Job, 

Or answered his words—

13RLest you say, 

‘We have found wisdom’;

God will vanquish him, not man.

14Now he has not Tdirected his words against me;

So I will not answer him with your words.

15“They are dismayed and answer no more;

Words escape them.

16And I have waited, because they did not speak, 

Because they stood still and answered no more.

17I also will answer my part, 

I too will declare my opinion.

18For I am full of words;

The spirit within me compels me.

19Indeed my Tbelly is like wine that has no Tvent;

It is ready to burst like new wineskins.

20I will speak, that I may find relief;

I must open my lips and answer.

21Let me not, I pray, show partiality to anyone;

Nor let me flatter any man.

22For I do not know how to flatter, 

Else my Maker would soon take me Raway.




CHAPTER 33

Elihu Challenges Job to Debate

1“But please, Job, hear my speech, And listen to all my words.

2Now, I open my mouth;

My tongue speaks in my mouth.

3My words come from my upright heart;

My lips utter pure knowledge.

4RThe Spirit of God has made me, 

And the breath of the Almighty gives me life.

5If you can answer me, 

Set your words in order before me;

Take your stand.

6RTruly I am as your spokesman* before God;

I also have been formed out of clay.

7Surely no fear of me will terrify you, 

Nor will my hand be heavy on you.

Elihu Quotes Job’s Complaints

8“Surely you have spoken Tin my hearing, 

And I have heard the sound of your words, saying, 

9‘IR am pure, without transgression;

I am innocent, and there is no iniquity in me.

10Yet He finds occasions against me, 

He counts me as His enemy;

11RHe puts my feet in the stocks, 

He watches all my paths.’

Elihu Answers Job’s Complaints

12“Look, in this you are not righteous.

I will answer you, 

For God is greater than man.

13Why do you Rcontend with Him?

For He does not give an accounting of any of His words.

14RFor God may speak in one way, or in another, 

Yet man does not perceive it.

15In a dream, in a vision of the night, 

When deep sleep falls upon men, 

While slumbering on their beds, 

16RThen He opens the ears of men, 

And seals their instruction.

17In order to turn man from his deed, 

And conceal pride from man, 

18He keeps back his soul from the Pit, 

And his life from Tperishing by the sword.

19“Man is also chastened with pain on his Rbed, 

And with strong pain in many of his bones, 

20RSo that his life abhors bread, 

And his soul succulent food. 

21His flesh wastes away from sight, 

And his bones stick out which once were not seen.

22Yes, his soul draws near the Pit, 

And his life to the executioners.

23“If there is a messenger for him, 

A mediator, one among a thousand, 

To show man His uprightness, 

24Then He is gracious to him, and says, 

‘Deliver him from going down to the Pit;

I have found Ta ransom’;

25His flesh shall be young like a child’s, 

He shall return to the days of his youth.

26He shall pray to God, and He will delight in him, 

He shall see His face with joy, 

For He restores to man His righteousness.

27Then he looks at men and Rsays, 

‘I have sinned, and perverted what was right, 

And it Rdid not profit me.’

28He will Rredeem his* soul from going down to the Pit, 

And his* life shall see the light.

29“Behold, God works all these things, 

Twice, in fact, three times with a man, 

30RTo bring back his soul from the Pit, 

That he may be enlightened with the light of life.

31“Give ear, Job, listen to me;

Hold your peace, and I will speak.

32If you have anything to say, answer me;

Speak, for I desire to justify you.

33If not, Rlisten to me;

THold your peace, and I will teach you wisdom.”




CHAPTER 34

Elihu Challenges Job to Debate Again

1Elihu further answered and said:

2“Hear my words, you wise men;

Give ear to me, you who have knowledge.

3RFor the ear tests words

As the palate tastes food.

4Let us choose justice for ourselves;

Let us know among ourselves what is good.

Elihu Quotes Job’s Complaints

5“For Job has said, ‘I am righteous, 

But God has taken away my justice;

6RShould I lie concerning my right?

My wound is incurable, though I am without transgression.’

7What man is like Job, 

Who drinks Tscorn like water, 

8Who goes in company with the workers of iniquity, 

And walks with wicked men?

9For Rhe has said, ‘It profits a man nothing

That he should delight in God.’

Elihu Answers Job’s Complaints

10“Therefore listen to me, you Tmen of understanding:

RFar be it from God to do wickedness, 

And from the Almighty to commit iniquity.

11RFor He repays man according to his work, 

And makes man to find a reward according to his way.

12Surely God will never do wickedly, 

Nor will the Almighty pervert justice.

13Who gave Him charge over the earth?

Or who appointed Him over the whole world?

14If He should set His heart on it, 

If He should Rgather to Himself His Spirit and His breath, 

15All flesh would perish together, 

And man would return to dust.

16“If you have understanding, hear this;

Listen to the sound of my words:

17RShould one who hates justice govern?

Will you Rcondemn Him who is most just? 

18RIs it fitting to say to a king, ‘You are worthless, ’

And to nobles, ‘You are wicked’?

19Yet He Ris not partial to princes, 

Nor does He regard the rich more than the poor;

For they are all the work of His hands.

20In a moment they die, Rin the middle of the night;

The people are shaken and pass away;

The mighty are taken away without a hand.

21“ForR His eyes are on the ways of man, 

And He sees all his steps.

22RThere is no darkness nor shadow of death

Where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves.

23For He need not further consider a man, 

That he should go before God in judgment.

24RHe breaks in pieces mighty men without inquiry, 

And sets others in their place.

25Therefore He knows their works;

He overthrows them in the night, 

And they are crushed.

26He strikes them as wicked men

In the open sight of others, 

27Because they Rturned back from Him, 

And Rwould not consider any of His ways, 

28So that they Rcaused the cry of the poor to come to Him;

For He hears the cry of the afflicted.

29When He gives quietness, who then can make trouble?

And when He hides His face, who then can see Him, 

Whether it is against a nation or a man alone?—

30That the hypocrite should not reign, 

Lest the people be ensnared.

31“For has anyone said to God, 

‘I have borne chastening;

I will offend no more;

32Teach me what I do not see;

If I have done iniquity, I will do no more’?

33Should He repay it according to your terms, 

Just because you disavow it?

You must choose, and not I;

Therefore speak what you know.

34“Men of understanding say to me, 

Wise men who listen to me:

35‘Job speaks without knowledge, 

His words are without wisdom.’

36Oh, that Job were tried to the utmost, 

Because his answers are like those of wicked men!

37For he adds rebellion to his sin;

He claps his hands among us, 

And multiplies his words against God.”




CHAPTER 35

Elihu’s Third Rebuttal

1Moreover Elihu answered and said:

2“Do you think this is right?

Do you say, 

‘My righteousness is more than God’s’?

3For Ryou say, 

‘What advantage will it be to You?

What profit shall I have, more than if I had sinned?’

4“I will answer you, 

And your companions with you.

5RLook to the heavens and see;

And behold the clouds—

They are higher than you.

6If you sin, what do you accomplish Ragainst Him?

Or, if your transgressions are multiplied, what do you do to Him?

7RIf you are righteous, what do you give Him?

Or what does He receive from your hand?

8Your wickedness affects a man such as you, 

And your righteousness a son of man.

9“BecauseR of the multitude of oppressions they cry out;

They cry out for help because of the arm of the mighty.

10But no one says, R‘Where is God my Maker, 

Who gives songs in the night, 

11Who Rteaches us more than the beasts of the earth, 

And makes us wiser than the birds of heaven?’

12RThere they cry out, but He does not answer, 

Because of the pride of evil men.

13RSurely God will not listen to empty talk, 

Nor will the Almighty regard it. 

14RAlthough you say you do not see Him, 

Yet justice is before Him, and Ryou must wait for Him.

15And now, because He has not Rpunished in His anger, 

Nor taken much notice of folly, 

16RTherefore Job opens his mouth in vain;

He multiplies words without knowledge.”




CHAPTER 36

Elihu Believes That God Is Disciplining Job

1Elihu also proceeded and said:

2“Bear with me a little, and I will show you

That there are yet words to speak on God’s behalf.

3I will fetch my knowledge from afar;

I will ascribe righteousness to my Maker.

4For truly my words are not false;

One who is perfect in knowledge is with you.

5“Behold, God is mighty, but despises no one;

RHe is mighty in strength of understanding.

6He does not preserve the life of the wicked, 

But gives justice to the oppressed.

7RHe does not withdraw His eyes from the righteous;

But Rthey are on the throne with kings, 

For He has seated them forever, 

And they are exalted.

8And if they are bound in Tfetters, 

Held in the cords of affliction, 

9Then He tells them their work and their transgressions—

That they have acted defiantly.

10RHe also opens their ear to Tinstruction, 

And commands that they turn from iniquity.

11If they obey and serve Him, 

They shall Rspend their days in prosperity, 

And their years in pleasures.

12But if they do not obey, 

They shall perish by the sword, 

And they shall die without knowledge.*

13“But the hypocrites in heart Rstore up wrath;

They do not cry for help when He binds them.

14RTheyT die in youth, 

And their life ends among the perverted persons.*

15He delivers the poor in their affliction, 

And opens their ears in oppression.

16“Indeed He would have brought you out of dire distress, 

RInto a broad place where there is no restraint;

And Rwhat is set on your table would be full of Rrichness.

17But you are filled with the judgment due the Rwicked;

Judgment and justice take hold of you.

18Because there is wrath, beware lest He take you away with one blow;

For Ra large ransom would not help you avoid it.

19RWill your riches, 

Or all the mighty forces, 

Keep you from distress?

20Do not desire the night, 

When people are cut off in their place.

21Take heed, Rdo not turn to iniquity, 

For Ryou have chosen this rather than affliction.

Elihu Reminds Job of the Greatness of God

22“Behold, God is exalted by His power;

Who teaches like Him?

23RWho has assigned Him His way, 

Or who has said, ‘You have done Rwrong’?

24“Remember to Rmagnify His work, 

Of which men have sung.

25Everyone has seen it;

Man looks on it from afar.

26“Behold, God is great, and we Rdo not know Him;

RNor can the number of His years be discovered.

27For He draws up drops of water, 

Which distill as rain from the mist, 

28Which the clouds drop down

And pour abundantly on man.

29Indeed, can anyone understand the spreading of clouds, 

The thunder from His canopy?

30Look, He scatters His light upon it, 

And covers the depths of the sea.

31For Rby these He judges the peoples;

He gives food in abundance. 

32RHe covers His hands with lightning, 

And commands it to strike.

33RHis thunder declares it, 

The cattle also, concerning Tthe rising storm.




CHAPTER 37

1“At this also my heart trembles, And leaps from its place.

2Hear attentively the thunder of His voice, 

And the rumbling that comes from His mouth.

3He sends it forth under the whole heaven, 

His lightning to the ends of the earth.

4After it Ra voice roars;

He thunders with His majestic voice, 

And He does not restrain them when His voice is heard.

5God thunders marvelously with His voice;

RHe does great things which we cannot comprehend.

6For RHe says to the snow, ‘Fall on the earth’;

Likewise to the gentle rain and the heavy rain of His strength.

7He seals the hand of every man, 

That all men may know His work.

8The beasts Rgo into dens, 

And remain in their lairs.

9From the chamber of the south comes the whirlwind, 

And cold from the scattering winds of the north.

10By the breath of God ice is given, 

And the broad waters are frozen.

11Also with moisture He saturates the thick clouds;

He scatters His bright clouds.

12And they swirl about, being turned by His guidance, 

That they may Rdo whatever He commands them

On the face of the whole earth.*

13RHe causes it to come, 

Whether for Tcorrection, 

Or Rfor His land, 

Or Rfor mercy.

14“Listen to this, O Job;

Stand still and Rconsider the wondrous works of God.

15Do you know when God Tdispatches them, 

And causes the light of His cloud to shine?

16RDo you know how the clouds are balanced, 

Those wondrous works of RHim who is perfect in knowledge?

17Why are your garments hot, 

When He quiets the earth by the south wind?

18With Him, have you Rspread out the Rskies, 

Strong as a cast metal mirror?

19“Teach us what we should say to Him, 

For we can prepare nothing because of the darkness.

20Should He be told that I wish to speak?

If a man were to speak, surely he would be swallowed up.

21Even now men cannot look at the light when it is bright in the skies, 

When the wind has passed and cleared them.

22He comes from the north as golden splendor;

With God is awesome majesty.

23As for the Almighty, Rwe cannot find Him;

RHe is excellent in power, 

In judgment and abundant justice;

He does not oppress.

24Therefore men Rfear Him;

He shows no partiality to any who are Rwise of heart.”




CHAPTER 38

God Questions Job from the Realm of Creation

1Then the LORD answered Job Rout of the whirlwind, and said:

2“Who is this who darkens counsel

By words without knowledge?

3RNow prepare yourself like a man;

I will question you, and you shall answer Me.

4“WhereR were you when I laid the foundations of the earth?

Tell Me, if you have understanding.

5Who determined its measurements?

Surely you know!

Or who stretched the line upon it?

6To what were its foundations fastened?

Or who laid its cornerstone, 

7When the morning stars sang together, 

And all Rthe sons of God shouted for joy?

8“OrR who shut in the sea with doors, 

When it burst forth and issued from the womb;

9When I made the clouds its garment, 

And thick darkness its swaddling band;

10When RI fixed My limit for it, 

And set bars and doors;

11When I said, 

‘This far you may come, but no farther, 

And here your proud waves must stop!’

12“Have you Rcommanded the morning since your days began, 

And caused the dawn to know its place, 

13That it might take hold of the ends of the earth, 

And the wicked be shaken out of it?

14It takes on form like clay under a seal, 

And stands out like a garment.

15From the wicked their light is withheld, 

And the upraised arm is broken.

16“Have you Rentered the springs of the sea?

Or have you walked in search of the depths?

17Have Rthe gates of death been Trevealed to you?

Or have you seen the doors of the shadow of death?

18Have you comprehended the breadth of the earth?

Tell Me, if you know all this.

19“Where is the way to the dwelling of light?

And darkness, where is its place, 

20That you may take it to its territory, 

That you may know the paths to its home?

21Do you know it, because you were born then, 

Or because the number of your days is great?

22“Have you entered the treasury of snow, 

Or have you seen the treasury of hail, 

23RWhich I have reserved for the time of trouble, 

For the day of battle and war?

24By what way is light Tdiffused, 

Or the east wind scattered over the earth?

25“Who Rhas divided a channel for the overflowing water, 

Or a path for the thunderbolt, 

26To cause it to rain on a land where there is no one, 

A wilderness in which there is no man;

27RTo satisfy the desolate waste, 

And cause to spring forth the growth of tender grass?

28RHas the rain a father?

Or who has begotten the drops of dew?

29From whose womb comes the ice?

And the Rfrost of heaven, who gives it birth?

30The waters harden like stone, 

And the surface of the deep is frozen.

31“Can you bind the cluster of the RPleiades, T

Or loose the belt of Orion?

32Can you bring out Mazzaroth* in its season?

Or can you guide Tthe Great Bear with its cubs?

33Do you know Rthe ordinances of the heavens?

Can you set their dominion over the earth?

34“Can you lift up your voice to the clouds, 

That an abundance of water may cover you?

35Can you send out lightnings, that they may go, 

And say to you, ‘Here we are!’?

36RWho has put wisdom in the mind?*

Or who has given understanding to the heart? 

37Who can number the clouds by wisdom?

Or who can pour out the bottles of heaven, 

38When the dust hardens in clumps, 

And the clods cling together?

God Questions Job from the Realm of Animals

39“CanR you hunt the prey for the lion, 

Or satisfy the appetite of the young lions, 

40When they crouch in their dens, 

Or lurk in their lairs to lie in wait?

41Who provides food for the raven, 

When its young ones cry to God, 

And wander about for lack of food?




CHAPTER 39

1“Do you know the time when the wild Rmountain goats bear young?

Or can you mark when Rthe deer gives birth?

2Can you number the months that they fulfill?

Or do you know the time when they bear young?

3They bow down, 

They bring forth their young, 

They deliver their offspring.*

4Their young ones are healthy, 

They grow strong with grain;

They depart and do not return to them.

5“Who set the wild donkey free?

Who loosed the bonds of the onager, 

6RWhose home I have made the wilderness, 

And the barren land his dwelling?

7He scorns the tumult of the city;

He does not heed the shouts of the driver.

8The range of the mountains is his pasture, 

And he searches after Revery green thing.

9“Will the Rwild ox be willing to serve you?

Will he bed by your manger? 

10Can you bind the wild ox in the furrow with ropes?

Or will he plow the valleys behind you?

11Will you trust him because his strength is great?

Or will you leave your labor to him?

12Will you trust him to bring home your Tgrain, 

And gather it to your threshing floor?

13“The wings of the ostrich wave proudly, 

But are her wings and pinions like the kindly stork’s?

14For she leaves her eggs on the ground, 

And warms them in the dust;

15She forgets that a foot may crush them, 

Or that a wild beast may break them.

16She Rtreats her young harshly, as though they were not hers;

Her labor is in vain, without concern, 

17Because God deprived her of wisdom, 

And did not Rendow her with understanding.

18When she lifts herself on high, 

She scorns the horse and its rider.

19“Have you given the horse strength?

Have you clothed his neck with thunder?*

20Can you frighten him like a locust?

His majestic snorting strikes terror.

21He paws in the valley, and rejoices in his strength;

He gallops into the clash of arms.

22He mocks at fear, and is not frightened;

Nor does he turn back from the sword.

23The quiver rattles against him, 

The glittering spear and javelin.

24He devours the distance with fierceness and rage;

Nor does he come to a halt because the trumpet has sounded.

25At the blast of the trumpet he says, ‘Aha!’

He smells the battle from afar, 

The thunder of captains and shouting.

26“Does the hawk fly by your wisdom, 

And spread its wings toward the south?

27Does the Reagle mount up at your command, 

And Rmake its nest on high?

28On the rock it dwells and resides, 

On the crag of the rock and the stronghold.

29From there it spies out the prey;

Its eyes observe from afar.

30Its young ones suck up blood;

And where the slain are, there it is.”




CHAPTER 40

God Demands an Answer to His Questions

1Moreover the LORD Ranswered Job, and said:

2“Shall Rthe one who contends with the Almighty correct Him?

He who Rrebukes God, let him answer it.”

Job’s First Answer to God

3Then Job answered the LORD and said:

4“Behold, R I am vile;

What shall I answer You?

I lay my hand over my mouth.

5Once I have spoken, but I will not answer;

Yes, twice, but I will proceed no further.”

God Tells Job to Save Himself

6RThen the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said:

7“NowR prepare yourself like a man;

RI will question you, and you shall answer Me:

8“WouldR you indeed Tannul My judgment?

Would you condemn Me that you may be justified?

9Have you an arm like God?

Or can you thunder with Ra voice like His?

10RThen adorn yourself with majesty and splendor, 

And array yourself with glory and beauty.

11Disperse the rage of your wrath;

Look on everyone who is proud, and humble him.

12Look on everyone who is Rproud, and bring him low;

Tread down the wicked in their place.

13Hide them in the dust together, 

Bind their faces in hidden darkness.

14Then I will also confess to you

That your own right hand can save you.

God Compares the Power of Job with That of the Behemoth

15“Look now at the behemoth, * which I made along with you;

He eats grass like an ox.

16See now, his strength is in his hips, 

And his power is in his stomach muscles.

17He moves his tail like a cedar;

The sinews of his thighs are tightly knit.

18His bones are like beams of bronze, 

His ribs like bars of iron.

19He is the first of the Rways of God;

Only He who made him can bring near His sword.

20Surely the mountains Ryield food for him, 

And all the beasts of the field play there.

21He lies under the lotus trees, 

In a covert of reeds and marsh.

22The lotus trees cover him with their shade;

The willows by the brook surround him.

23Indeed the river may rage, 

Yet he is not disturbed;

He is confident, though the Jordan gushes into his mouth, 

24Though he takes it in his eyes, 

Or one pierces his nose with a snare.




CHAPTER 41

God Compares the Power of Job with That of the Leviathan

1“Can you draw out RLeviathan* with a hook, 

Or snare his tongue with a line which you lower?

2Can you Rput a reed through his nose, 

Or pierce his jaw with a hook?

3Will he make many supplications to you?

Will he speak softly to you?

4Will he make a covenant with you?

Will you take him as a servant forever?

5Will you play with him as with a bird, 

Or will you leash him for your maidens?

6Will your companions make a banquet* of him?

Will they apportion him among the merchants?

7Can you fill his skin with harpoons, 

Or his head with fishing spears?

8Lay your hand on him;

Remember the battle—

Never do it again!

9Indeed, any hope of overcoming him is false;

Shall one not be overwhelmed at the sight of him?

10No one is so fierce that he would dare stir him up.

Who then is able to stand against Me?

11RWho has preceded Me, that I should pay him?

Everything under heaven is Mine.

12“I will not conceal* his limbs, 

His mighty power, or his graceful proportions.

13Who can Tremove his outer coat?

Who can approach him with a double bridle?

14Who can open the doors of his face, 

With his terrible teeth all around?

15His rows of scales are his pride, 

Shut up tightly as with a seal;

16One is so near another

That no air can come between them;

17They are joined one to another, 

They stick together and cannot be parted.

18His sneezings flash forth light, 

And his eyes are like the eyelids of the morning.

19Out of his mouth go burning lights;

Sparks of fire shoot out.

20Smoke goes out of his nostrils, 

As from a boiling pot and burning rushes.

21His breath kindles coals, 

And a flame goes out of his mouth.

22Strength dwells in his neck, 

And sorrow dances before him.

23The folds of his flesh are joined together;

They are firm on him and cannot be moved.

24His heart is as hard as stone, 

Even as hard as the lower millstone.

25When he raises himself up, the mighty are afraid;

Because of his crashings they are beside* themselves.

26Though the sword reaches him, it cannot avail;

Nor does spear, dart, or javelin.

27He regards iron as straw, 

And bronze as rotten wood.

28The arrow cannot make him flee;

Slingstones become like stubble to him.

29Darts are regarded as straw;

He laughs at the threat of javelins.

30His undersides are like sharp potsherds;

He spreads pointed marks in the mire.

31He makes the deep boil like a pot;

He makes the sea like a pot of ointment.

32He leaves a shining wake behind him;

One would think the deep had white hair.

33On earth there is nothing like him, 

Which is made without fear.

34He beholds every high thing;

He is king over all the children of pride.”




CHAPTER 42

Job Confesses Lack of Understanding

1Then Job answered the LORD and said:

2“I know that You Rcan do everything, 

And that no purpose of Yours can be withheld from You.

3You asked, R‘Who is this who hides counsel without knowledge?’

Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, 

RThings too wonderful for me, which I did not know.

Job Repents of His Rebellion

4Listen, please, and let me speak;

You said, R‘I will question you, and you shall answer Me.’

5“I have Rheard of You by the hearing of the ear, 

But now my eye sees You.

6Therefore I RabhorT myself, 

And repent in dust and ashes.”

The Deliverance of Job and His Friends

7And so it was, after the LORD had spoken these words to Job, that the LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “My wrath is aroused against you and your two friends, for you have not spoken of Me what is right, as My servant Job has.

8“Now therefore, take for yourselves Rseven bulls and seven rams, Rgo to My servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and My servant Job shall pray for you. For I will accept him, lest I deal with you according to your folly; because you have not spoken of Me what is right, as My servant Job has.”

9So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went and did as the LORD commanded them; for the LORD had accepted Job.

10RAnd the LORD restored Job’s losses* when he prayed for his friends. Indeed the LORD gave Job Rtwice as much as he had before.

11Then Rall his brothers, all his sisters, and all those who had been his acquaintances before, came to him and ate food with him in his house; and they consoled him and comforted him for all the adversity that the LORD had brought upon him. Each one gave him a piece of silver and each a ring of gold.

12Now the LORD blessed Rthe latter days of Job more than his beginning; for he had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, one thousand yoke of oxen, and one thousand female donkeys.

13RHe also had seven sons and three daughters.

14And he called the name of the first Jemimah, the name of the second Keziah, and the name of the third Keren-Happuch.

15In all the land were found no women so beautiful as the daughters of Job; and their father gave them an inheritance among their brothers.

16After this Job lived one hundred and forty years, and saw his children and grandchildren for four generations.

17So Job died, old and full of days.




The Book of Psalms
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THE BOOK OF PSALMS

The Book of Psalms is the largest and perhaps most widely used book in the Bible. It explores the full range of human experience in a very personal and practical way. Its 150 “songs” run from the Creation through the patriarchal, theocratic, monarchical, exilic, and postexilic periods. The tremendous breadth of subject matter in the Psalms includes diverse topics, such as jubilation, war, peace, worship, judgment, messianic prophecy, praise, and lament. The Psalms were set to the accompaniment of stringed instruments and served as the temple hymnbook and devotional guide for the Jewish people.

The Book of Psalms was gradually collected and originally unnamed, perhaps due to the great variety of material. It came to be known as Sepher Tehillim—“Book of Praises”—because almost every psalm contains some note of praise to God. The Septuagint uses the Greek word Psalmoi as its title for this book, meaning poems sung to the accompaniment of musical instruments. It also calls it the Psalterium (“a collection of songs”), and this word is the basis for the term Psalter. The Latin title is Liber Psalmorum, “Book of Psalms.”

[image: ]

THE AUTHOR OF PSALMS

Although critics have challenged the historical accuracy of the superscriptions regarding authorship, the evidence is strongly in their favor. Almost half (seventy-three) of the psalms are designated as Davidic: 3–9; 11–32; 34–41; 51–65; 68–70; 86; 101; 103; 108–110; 122; 124; 131; 133; and 138–145. David’s wide experience as shepherd, musician, warrior, and king (1011–971 B.C.) is reflected in these psalms. The New Testament reveals that the anonymous psalms 2 and 95 were also written by this king whose name means “Beloved of Yahweh” (Acts 4:25; Heb. 4:7). In addition to the seventy-five by David, twelve were by Asaph, “Collector, ” a priest who headed the service of music (50; 73–83; Ezra 2:41); ten were by the sons of Korah, “Bald, ” a guild of singers and composers (42; 44–49; 84; 85; 87; Num. 26:9–11); two were by Solomon, “Peaceful, ” Israel’s most powerful king (72; 127); one was by Moses, “Son of the Water, ” a prince, herdsman, and deliverer (90); one was by Heman, “Faithful, ” a wise man (88; 1 Kin. 4:31; 1 Chr. 15:19); and one was by Ethan, “Enduring, ” a wise man (89; 1 Kin. 4:31; 1 Chr. 15:19). The remaining fifty psalms are anonymous: 1; 2; 10; 33; 43; 66; 67; 71; 91–100; 102; 104–107; 111–121; 123; 125; 126; 128–130; 132; 134–137; and 146–150. Some of the anonymous psalms are traditionally attributed to Ezra.
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THE TIME OF PSALMS

The psalms cover a wide time span from Moses (c. 1410 B.C.) to the postexilic community under Ezra and Nehemiah (c. 430 B.C.). Because of their broad chronological and thematic range, the psalms were written to different audiences under many conditions. They therefore reflect a multitude of moods and as such are relevant to every reader.

The five books were compiled over several centuries. As individual psalms were written, some were used in Israel’s worship. A number of small collections were independently made, like the pilgrimage songs and groups of Davidic psalms (1–41; 51–70; 138–145). These smaller anthologies were gradually collected into the five books. The last stage was the uniting and editing of the five books themselves. David (1 Chr. 15:16), Hezekiah (2 Chr. 29:30; Prov. 25:1), and Ezra (Neh. 8) were involved in various stages of collecting the psalms. David was the originator of the temple liturgy of which his psalms were a part. The superscriptions of thirteen psalms specify key events in his life: 1 Samuel 19:11 (Ps. 59); 21:11 (Ps. 56); 21:13 (Ps. 34); 22:1 (Ps. 142); 22:9 (Ps. 52); 23:19 (Ps. 54); 24:3 (Ps. 57); 2 Samuel 8:13 (Ps. 60);12:13 (Ps. 51); 15:16 (Ps. 3); 15:23 (Ps. 63); 16:5 (Ps. 7); 22:2–51 (Ps. 18).

Here are four things to remember when interpreting the psalms: (1) When the superscription gives the historical event, the psalm should be interpreted in that light. When it is not given, there is little hope in reconstructing the historical occasion. Assuming occasions will probably hurt more than help the interpretive process. (2) Some of the psalms are associated with definite aspects of Israel’s worship (e.g., 5:7; 66:13; 68:24, 25), and this can help in understanding those psalms. (3) Many of the psalms use definite structure and motifs. (4) Many psalms anticipate Israel’s Messiah and are fulfilled in Christ. However, care must be taken not to allegorize them and forget the grammatical-historical method of interpretation.
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THE CHRIST OF PSALMS

Many of the psalms specifically anticipated the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, the One who came centuries later as the promised Messiah (“Anointed One”).

There are five different kinds of messianic psalms: (1) Typical Messianic—The subject of the psalm is in some respects a type of Christ (see 34:20; 69:4, 9). (2) Typical Prophetic—The psalmist uses language to describe his present experience, which points beyond his own life and becomes historically true only in Christ (see 22). (3) Indirectly Messianic—At the time of composition the psalm refers to a king or the house of David in general, but awaits final fulfillment in Christ (see 2; 45; 72). (4) Purely Prophetic—Refers solely to Christ without reference to any other son of David (see 110). (5) Enthronement—Anticipates the coming of Yahweh and the consummation of His kingdom, which will be fulfilled in the Person of Christ (see 96–99).

Some of the specific messianic prophecies in the Book of Psalms include:


Prophecy • Fulfillment

2:7 • God will declare Him to be His Son. • Matthew 3:17

8:6 • All things will be put under His feet. • Hebrews 2:8

16:10 • He will be resurrected from the dead. • Mark 16:6, 7

22:1 • God will forsake Him in His hour of need. • Matthew 27:46

22:7, 8 • He will be scourned and mocked. • Luke 23:35

22:16 • His hands and feet will be pierced. • John 20:25, 27

22:18 • Others will gamble for His clothes. • Matthew 27:35, 36

34:20 • Not one of His bones will be broken. • John 19:32, 33, 36

35:11 • He will be accused by false witnesses. • Mark 14:57

35:19 • He will be hated without a cause. • John 15:25

40:7, 8 • He will come to do God’s will. • Hebrews 10:7

41:9 • He will be betrayed by a friend. • Luke 22:47

45:6 • His throne will be forever. • Hebrews 1:8

68:18 • He will ascend to God’s right hand. • Mark 16:19

69:9 • Zeal for God’s house will consume Him. • John 2:17

69:21 • He will be given vinegar and gall to drink. • Matthew 27:34

109:4 • He will pray for His enemies. • Luke 23:34

109:8 • His betrayer’s office will be fulfilled by another. • Acts 1:20

110:1 • His enemies will be made subject to Him. • Matthew 22:44

110:4 • He will be a priest like Melchizedek. • Hebrews 5:6

118:22 • He will be the chief cornerstone. • Matthew 21:42

118:26 • He will come in the name of the Lord. • Matthew 21:9
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KEYS TO PSALMS

Key Word: Worship—The central theme of the Book of Psalms is worship—God is worthy of all praise because of who He is, what He has done, and what He will do. His goodness extends through all time and eternity. The psalms present personal responses to God as they reflect on His program for His people. There is a keen desire to see His program fulfilled and His name extolled. Many of the psalms survey the Word of God and the attributes of God, especially during difficult times. This kind of faith produces confidence in His power in spite of circumstances.

The psalms were used in the two temples and some were part of the liturgical service. They also served as an individual and communal devotional guide.

Key Verses: Psalm 19:14; 145:21—“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer” (19:14).

“My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD, and all flesh shall bless His holy name forever and ever” (145:21).

Key Chapter: Psalm 100—So many of the favorite chapters of the Bible are contained in the Book of Psalms that it is difficult to select the key chapter among such psalms as Psalms 1; 22; 23; 24; 37; 72; 100; 101; 119; 121; and 150. The two central themes of worship and praise are beautifully wed in Psalm 100.
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SURVEY OF PSALMS

The Psalter is really five books in one, and each book ends with a doxology (see chart). The last psalm is the closing doxology for Book 5 and for the Psalter as a whole. After the psalms were written, editorial superscriptions or instructions were added to 116 of them. These superscriptions are historically accurate and are even numbered as the first verses in the Hebrew text. They designate fifty-seven psalms as mizmor, “psalm”—a song accompanied by a stringed instrument. Another twenty-nine are called shir, “song, ” and thirteen are called maschil, “contemplative poem.” Six are called miktam, perhaps meaning “epigram” or “inscription poem.” Five are termed tepillah, “prayer” (see Hab. 3), and only one is called tehillah, “praise” (145). In addition to these technical terms, the psalms can be classified according to certain themes: Creation psalms (8; 19), Exodus psalm (78), penitence psalm (6), pilgrimage psalms (120–134), and messianic psalms (see “The Christ of Psalms”). There are even nine acrostic psalms in which the first verse or line begins with the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet, the next begins with the second, and so on (9; 10; 25; 34; 37; 111; 112; 119; 145).

First Chronicles 16:4 supports another approach to classification: “to commemorate, to thank, and to praise the LORD God of Israel.” This leads to three basic types—lament, thanksgiving, and praise psalms. The following classification further divides the psalms into ten types: (1) Individual Lament Psalms: Directly addressed to God, these psalms petition Him to rescue and defend an individual. They have these elements: (a) an introduction (usually a cry to God), (b) the lament, (c) a confession of trust in God, (d) the petition, (e) a declaration or vow of praise. Most psalms are of this type (e.g., 3–7; 12; 13; 22; 25–28; 35; 38–40; 42; 43; 51; 54–57; 59; 61; 63; 64; 69–71; 86; 88; 102; 109; 120; 130; 140–143). (2) Communal Lament Psalms: The only difference is that the nation rather than an individual makes the lament (e.g., 44; 60; 74; 79; 80; 83; 85; 90; and 123). (3) Individual Thanksgiving Psalms: The psalmist publicly acknowledges God’s activity on his behalf. These psalms thank God for something He has already done or express confidence in what He will yet do. They have these elements: (a) a proclamation to praise God, (b) a summary statement, (c) a report of deliverance, and (d) a renewed vow of praise (e.g., 18; 30; 32; 34; 40; 41; 66; 106; 116; and 138). (4) Communal Thanksgiving Psalms: In these psalms the acknowledgment is made by the nation rather than by an individual (see 124 and 129). (5) General Praise Psalms: These psalms are more general than the thanksgiving psalms. The psalmist attempts to magnify the name of God and boast about His greatness (see 8; 19; 29; 103; 104; 139; 148; 150). The joyous exclamation “hallelujah” (“praise the LORD!”) is found in several of these psalms. (6) Descriptive Praise Psalms: These psalms praise God for His attributes and acts (e.g., 33; 36; 105; 111; 113; 117; 135; 136; 146; 147). (7) Enthronement Psalms: These psalms describe Yahweh’s sovereign reign over all (see 47; 93; 96–99). Some anticipate the kingdom rule of Christ. (8) Pilgrimage Songs: Also known as Songs of Zion, these psalms were sung by pilgrims traveling up to Jerusalem for the three annual religious feasts of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles (see 43; 46; 48; 76; 84; 87; 120–134). (9) Royal Psalms: The reigns of the earthly king and the heavenly King are portrayed in most of these psalms (e.g., 2; 18; 20; 21; 45; 72; 89; 101; 110; 132; and 144). (10) Wisdom and Didactic Psalms: The reader is exhorted and instructed in the way of righteousness (see 1; 37; 119).

There is a problem with the so-called imprecatory (“to call down a curse”) psalms. These psalms invoke divine judgment on one’s enemies (see 7; 35; 40; 55; 58; 59; 69; 79; 109; 137; 139; and 144). Although some of them seem unreasonably harsh, a few things should be kept in mind: (1) they call for divine justice rather than human vengeance; (2) they ask for God to punish the wicked and thus vindicate His righteousness; (3) they condemn sin (in Hebrew thinking no sharp distinction exists between a sinner and his sin); and (4) even Jesus calls down a curse on several cities and tells His disciples to curse cities that do not receive the gospel (Matt. 10:14, 15).

A number of special musical terms (some obscure) are used in the superscriptions of the psalms. “To the Chief Musician” appears in fifty-five psalms indicating that there is a collection of psalms used by the conductor of music in the temple, perhaps for special occasions. “Selah” is used seventy-one times in the psalms and three times in Habakkuk 3. This word may mark a pause, a musical interlude, or a crescendo.
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OUTLINE OF PSALMS

Book One: Psalms 1–41

1.Two Ways of Life Contrasted

2.Coronation of the Lord’s Anointed

3.Victory in the Face of Defeat

4.Evening Prayer for Deliverance

5.Morning Prayer for Guidance

6.Prayer for God’s Mercy

7.Wickedness Justly Rewarded

8.God’s Glory and Human Dominion

9.Praise for Victory over Enemies

10.Petition for God’s Judgment

11.God Tests the Sons of Men

12.The Pure Words of the Lord

13.The Prayer for God’s Answer—Now

14.The Characteristics of the Godless

15.The Characteristics of the Godly

16.Eternal Life for One Who Trusts

17.“Hide Me Under the Shadow of Your Wings”

18.Thanksgiving for Deliverance by God

19.The Works and Words of God

20.Trust Not in Chariots and Horses but in God

21.Triumph of the King

22.Psalm of the Cross

23.Psalm of the Divine Shepherd

24.Psalm of the King of Glory

25.Acrostic Prayer for Instruction

26.“Examine Me, O LORD, and Prove Me”

27.Trust in the Lord and Be Not Afraid

28.Rejoice Because of Answered Prayer

29.The Powerful Voice of God

30.Praise for Dramatic Deliverance

31.“Be of Good Courage”

32.The Blessedness of Forgiveness

33.God Considers All Human Works

34.Seek the Lord

35.Petition for God’s Intervention

36.The Excellent Lovingkindness of God

37.“Rest in the LORD”

38.The Heavy Burden of Sin

39.Know the Measure of Human Days

40.Delight to Do God’s Will

41.The Blessedness of Helping the Poor

Book Two: Psalms 42–72

42.Seek After the Lord

43.“Hope in God”

44.Prayer for Deliverance by God

45.The Psalm of the Great King

46.“God Is Our Refuge and Strength”

47.The Lord Shall Subdue All Nations

48.The Praise of Mount Zion

49.Riches Cannot Redeem

50.The Lord Shall Judge All People

51.Confession and Forgiveness of Sin

52.The Lord Shall Judge the Deceitful

53.A Portrait of the Godless

54.The Lord Is Our Helper

55.“Cast Your Burden on the LORD”

56.Fears in the Midst of Trials

57.Prayers in the Midst of Perils

58.Wicked Judges Will Be Judged

59.Petition for Deliverance from Enemies

60.A Prayer for Deliverance of the Nation

61.A Prayer When Overwhelmed

62.Wait for God

63.Thirst for God

64.A Prayer for God’s Protection

65.God’s Provision Through Nature

66.Remember What God Has Done

67.God Shall Govern the Earth

68.God Is the Father of the Fatherless

69.Petition for God to Draw Near

70.Prayer for the Poor and Needy

71.Prayer for the Aged

72.The Reign of the Messiah

Book Three: Psalms 73–89

73.The Perspective of Eternity

74.Request for God to Remember His Covenant

75.“God Is the Judge”

76.The Glorious Might of God

77. When Overwhelmed, Remember God’s Greatness

78.God’s Continued Guidance in Spite of Unbelief

79.Avenge the Defilement of Jerusalem

80.Israel’s Plea for God’s Mercy

81.God’s Plea for Israel’s Obedience

82.Rebuke of Israel’s Unjust Judges

83.Plea for God to Destroy Israel’s Enemies

84.The Joy of Dwelling with God

85.Prayer for Revival

86.“Teach Me Your Way, O LORD”

87.Glorious Zion, City of God

88.Crying from Deepest Affliction

89.Claiming God’s Promises in Affliction

Book Four: Psalms 90–106

90.“Teach Us to Number Our Days”

91.Abiding in “the Shadow of the Almighty”

92.It Is Good to Praise the Lord

93.The Majesty of God

94.Vengeance Belongs Only to God

95.Call to Worship the Lord

96.Declare the Glory of God

97.Rejoice! The Lord Reigns!

98.Sing a New Song to the Lord

99.“Exalt the LORD Our God”

100.“Serve the LORD with Gladness”

101.Commitments of a Holy Life

102.Prayer of an Overwhelmed Saint

103.“Bless the LORD”

104.Psalm Rehearsing Creation

105.Remember, God Keeps His Promises

106.“We Have Sinned”

Book Five: Psalms 107–150

107.God Satisfies the Longing Soul

108.Awake Early and Praise the Lord

109.Song of the Slandered

110.The Coming of the Priest-King-Judge

111.Praise for God’s Tender Care

112.The Blessings of Those Who Fear God

113.The Condescending Grace of God

114.In Praise for the Exodus

115.To God Alone Be the Glory

116.Love the Lord for What He Has Done

117.The Praise of All Peoples

118.Better to Trust God than People

119.An Acrostic in Praise of the Scriptures

120.A Cry in Distress

121.God Is Our Keeper

122.“Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem”

123.Plea for the Mercy of God

124.God Is on Our Side

125.Trust in the Lord and Abide Forever

126.“Sow in Tears … Reap in Joy”

127.Children Are God’s Heritage

128.Blessing on the House of the God-Fearing

129.Plea of the Persecuted

130.“My Soul Waits for the Lord”

131.A Childlike Faith

132.Trust in the God of David

133.Beauty of the Unity of the Brethren

134.Praise the Lord in the Evening

135.God Has Done Great Things!

136.God’s Mercy Endures Forever

137.Tears in Exile

138.God Answered My Prayer

139.“Search Me, O God”

140.Preserve Me from Violence

141.“Set a Guard, O LORD, over My Mouth”

142.“No One Cares for My Soul”

143.“Teach Me to Do Your Will”

144.“What Is Man?”

145.Testify to God’s Great Acts

146.“Do Not Put Your Trust in Princes”

147.God Heals the Brokenhearted

148.All Creation Praises the Lord

149.“The LORD Takes Pleasure in His People”

150.“Praise the LORD!”




BOOK ONE

Psalms 1–41

PSALM 1

Two Ways of Life Contrasted

1Blessed Ris the man

Who walks not in the counsel of the Tungodly, 

Nor stands in the path of sinners, 

Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;

2But Rhis delight is in the law of the LORD, 

RAnd in His law he meditates day and night.

3He shall be like a tree

RPlanted by the Trivers of water, 

That brings forth its fruit in its season, 

Whose leaf also shall not wither;

And whatever he does shall prosper.

4The ungodly are not so, 

But are Rlike the chaff which the wind drives away.

5Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, 

Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

6For Rthe LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

But the way of the ungodly shall perish.




PSALM 2

Coronation of the Lord’s Anointed

1Why Rdo the nations rage, 

And the people plot a vain thing?

2The kings of the earth set themselves, 

And the rulers take counsel together, 

Against the LORD and against His RAnointed, saying, 

3“Let us break Their bonds in pieces

And cast away Their cords from us.”

4He who sits in the heavens shall laugh;

The Lord shall hold them in derision.

5Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, 

And distress them in His deep displeasure:

6“Yet I have Tset My King

On My holy hill of Zion.”

7“I will declare the decree:

The LORD has said to Me, 

R‘You are My Son, 

Today I have begotten You.

8Ask of Me, and I will give You

The nations for Your inheritance, 

And the ends of the earth for Your possession.

9RYou shall break* them with a rod of iron;

You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’”

10Now therefore, be wise, O kings;

Be instructed, you judges of the earth.

11Serve the LORD with fear, 

And rejoice with trembling.

12Kiss the Son, * lest* He be angry, 

And you perish in the way, 

When RHis wrath is kindled but a little.

RBlessed are all those who put their trust in Him.




PSALM 3

Victory in the Face of Defeat

A Psalm of David Rwhen he fled from Absalom his son.

1Lord, how they have increased who trouble me!

Many are they who rise up against me.

2Many are they who say of me, 

“There is no help for him in God.”Selah

3But You, O LORD, are Ra shield for me, 

My glory and Rthe One who lifts up my head.

4I cried to the LORD with my voice, 

And RHe heard me from His Rholy hill. Selah

5RI lay down and slept;

I awoke, for the LORD sustained me.

6RI will not be afraid of ten thousands of people

Who have set themselves against me all around.

7Arise, O LORD;

Save me, O my God!

RFor You have struck all my enemies on the cheekbone;

You have broken the teeth of the ungodly.

8RSalvation belongs to the LORD.

Your blessing is upon Your people. Selah 




PSALM 4

Evening Prayer for Deliverance

To the TChief Musician. With stringed instruments. A Psalm of David.

1Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness!

You have relieved me in my distress;

Have mercy on me, and hear my prayer.

2How long, O you sons of men, 

Will you turn my glory to shame?

How long will you love worthlessness

And seek falsehood? Selah

3But know that the LORD has set apart* for Himself him who is godly;

The LORD will hear when I call to Him.

4RBe angry, and do not sin.

RMeditate within your heart on your bed, and be still. Selah

5Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, 

And put your trust in the LORD.

6There are many who say, 

“Who will show us any good?”

RLORD, lift up the light of Your countenance upon us.

7You have put Rgladness in my heart, 

More than in the season that their grain and wine increased.

8RI will both lie down in peace, and sleep;

RFor You alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety.




PSALM 5

Morning Prayer for Guidance

To the Chief Musician. With flutes.* A Psalm of David.

1Give Rear to my words, O LORD, 

Consider my Tmeditation.

2Give heed to the voice of my cry, 

My King and my God, 

For to You I will pray.

3My voice You shall hear in the morning, O LORD;

RIn the morning I will direct it to You, 

And I will look up.

4For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness, 

Nor shall evil Tdwell with You.

5The Rboastful shall not Rstand in Your sight;

You hate all workers of iniquity.

6You shall destroy those who speak falsehood;

The LORD abhors the Rbloodthirsty and deceitful man.

7But as for me, I will come into Your house in the multitude of Your mercy;

In fear of You I will worship toward Your holy temple.

8RLead me, O LORD, in Your righteousness because of my enemies;

Make Your way straight before my face.

9For there is no Tfaithfulness in their mouth;

Their inward part is destruction;

Their throat is an open tomb;

They flatter with their tongue.

10Pronounce them guilty, O God!

Let them fall by their own counsels;

Cast them out in the multitude of their transgressions, 

For they have rebelled against You.

11But let all those rejoice who put their trust in You;

Let them ever shout for joy, because You Tdefend them;

Let those also who love Your name

Be joyful in You.

12For You, O LORD, will bless the righteous;

With favor You will surround him as with a shield.




PSALM 6

Prayer for God’s Mercy

To the Chief Musician. With stringed instruments. On an eight-stringed harp.* A Psalm of David.

1O LORD, Rdo not rebuke me in Your anger, 

Nor chasten me in Your hot displeasure.

2Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am weak;

O LORD, Rheal me, for my bones are troubled.

3My soul also is greatly Rtroubled;

But You, O LORD—how long?

4Return, O LORD, deliver me!

Oh, save me for Your mercies’ sake!

5RFor in death there is no remembrance of You;

In the grave who will give You thanks?

6I am weary with my groaning;

All night I make my bed swim;

I drench my couch with my tears.

7My eye wastes away because of grief;

It grows old because of all my enemies.

8RDepart from me, all you workers of iniquity;

For the LORD has Rheard the voice of my weeping.

9The LORD has heard my supplication;

The LORD will receive my prayer.

10Let all my enemies be ashamed and greatly troubled;

Let them turn back and be ashamed suddenly.




PSALM 7

Wickedness Justly Rewarded

A Meditation* of David, which he sang to the LORD concerning the words of Cush, a Benjamite.

1O LORD my God, in You I put my trust; RSave me from all those who persecute me;

And deliver me, 

2RLest they tear me like a lion, 

RRending me in pieces, while there is none to deliver.

3O LORD my God, if I have done this:

If there is iniquity in my hands, 

4If I have repaid evil to him who was at peace with me, 

Or Rhave plundered my enemy without cause, 

5Let the enemy pursue me and overtake me;

Yes, let him trample my life to the earth, 

And lay my honor in the dust. Selah

6Arise, O LORD, in Your anger;

RLift Yourself up because of the rage of my enemies;

RRise up for me* to the judgment You have commanded!

7So the congregation of the peoples shall surround You;

For their sakes, therefore, return on high.

8The LORD shall judge the peoples;

RJudge me, O LORD, Raccording to my righteousness, 

And according to my integrity within me.

9Oh, let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end, 

But establish the just;

RFor the righteous God tests the hearts and minds.

10My defense is of God, 

Who saves the upright in heart.

11God is a just judge, 

And God is angry with the wicked every day.

12If he does not turn back, 

He will Rsharpen His sword;

He bends His bow and makes it ready.

13He also prepares for Himself instruments of death;

He makes His arrows into fiery shafts.

14RBehold, the wicked brings forth iniquity;

Yes, he conceives trouble and brings forth falsehood. 

15He made a pit and dug it out, 

RAnd has fallen into the ditch which he made.

16RHis trouble shall return upon his own head, 

And his violent dealing shall come down on his own crown.

17I will praise the LORD according to His righteousness, 

And will sing praise to the name of the LORD Most High.




PSALM 8

God’s Glory and Human Dominion

To the Chief Musician. On the instrument of Gath.* A Psalm of David.

1O LORD, our Lord, How Rexcellent is Your name in all the earth, 

Who have Rset Your glory above the heavens!

2ROut of the mouth of babes and nursing infants

You have Tordained strength, 

Because of Your enemies, 

That You may silence Rthe enemy and the avenger.

3When I Rconsider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, 

The moon and the stars, which You have ordained, 

4RWhat is man that You are mindful of him, 

And the son of man that You visit him?

5For You have made him a little lower than the angels, *

And You have crowned him with glory and honor.

6You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands;

You have put all things under his feet, 

7All sheep and oxen—

Even the beasts of the field, 

8The birds of the air, 

And the fish of the sea

That pass through the paths of the seas.

9RO LORD, our Lord, 

How excellent is Your name in all the earth!




PSALM 9

Praise for Victory over Enemies

To the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Death of the Son.”* A Psalm of David.

1I WILL praise You, O LORD, with my whole heart;

I will tell of all Your marvelous works.

2I will be glad and Rrejoice in You;

I will sing praise to Your name, RO Most High.

3When my enemies turn back, 

They shall fall and perish at Your presence.

4For You have maintained my right and my cause;

You sat on the throne judging in righteousness.

5You have rebuked the Tnations, 

You have destroyed the wicked;

You have Rblotted out their name forever and ever.

6O enemy, destructions are finished forever!

And you have destroyed cities;

Even their memory has perished.

7RBut the LORD shall endure forever;

He has prepared His throne for judgment. 

8RHe shall judge the world in righteousness, 

And He shall administer judgment for the peoples in uprightness.

9The LORD also will be a Rrefuge for the oppressed, 

A refuge in times of trouble.

10And those who Rknow Your name will put their trust in You;

For You, LORD, have not forsaken those who seek You.

11Sing praises to the LORD, who dwells in Zion!

Declare His deeds among the people.

12RWhen He avenges blood, He remembers them;

He does not forget the cry of the Thumble.

13Have mercy on me, O LORD!

Consider my trouble from those who hate me, 

You who lift me up from the gates of death, 

14That I may tell of all Your praise

In the gates of the daughter of Zion.

I will Rrejoice in Your salvation.

15RThe Tnations have sunk down in the pit which they made;

In the net which they hid, their own foot is caught.

16The LORD is Rknown by the judgment He executes;

The wicked is snared in the work of his own hands.

RMeditation.* Selah

17The wicked shall be turned into hell, 

And all the nations that forget God.

18RFor the needy shall not always be forgotten;

RThe expectation of the poor shall not perish forever.

19Arise, O LORD, 

Do not let man prevail;

Let the nations be judged in Your sight.

20Put them in fear, O LORD, 

That the Tnations may know themselves to be but men. Selah




PSALM 10

Petition for God’s Judgment

1Why do You stand afar off, O LORD?Why do You hide in times of trouble?

2The wicked in his pride Tpersecutes the poor;

RLet them be caught in the plots which they have devised.

3For the wicked Rboasts of his heart’s desire;

He Rblesses the greedy and renounces the LORD.

4The wicked in his proud countenance does not seek God;

God is in none of his thoughts.

5His ways Tare always prospering;

Your judgments are far above, out of his sight; 

As for all his enemies, he sneers at them.

6RHe has said in his heart, “I shall not be moved;

RI shall never be in adversity.”

7RHis mouth is full of cursing and Rdeceit and oppression;

Under his tongue is trouble and iniquity.

8He sits in the lurking places of the villages;

In the secret places he murders the innocent;

His eyes are secretly fixed on the helpless.

9He lies in wait secretly, as a lion in his den;

He lies in wait to catch the poor;

He catches the poor when he draws him into his net.

10So he crouches, he lies low, 

That the helpless may fall by his Tstrength.

11He has said in his heart, 

“God has forgotten;

He hides His face;

He will never see.”

12Arise, O LORD!

O God, Rlift up Your hand!

Do not forget the Rhumble.

13Why do the wicked renounce God?

He has said in his heart, 

“You will not require an account.”

14But You have Rseen, for You observe trouble and grief, 

To repay it by Your hand.

The helpless commits himself to You;

You are the helper of the fatherless.

15Break the arm of the wicked and the evil man;

Seek out his wickedness until You find none.

16RThe LORD is King forever and ever;

The nations have perished out of His land. 

17LORD, You have heard the desire of the humble;

You will prepare their heart;

You will cause Your ear to hear, 

18To Tdo justice to the fatherless and the oppressed, 

That the man of the earth may Toppress no more.




PSALM 11

God Tests the Sons of Men

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

1In Rthe LORD I put my trust;

How can you say to my soul, 

“Flee as a bird to your mountain”?

2For look! RThe wicked bend their bow, 

They make ready their arrow on the string, 

That they may shoot Tsecretly at the upright in heart.

3If the foundations are destroyed, 

What can the righteous do?

4The LORD is in His holy temple, 

The LORD’s throne is in heaven;

RHis eyes behold, 

His eyelids test the sons of men.

5The LORD Rtests the righteous, 

But the wicked and the one who loves violence His soul hates. 

6Upon the wicked He will rain coals;

Fire and brimstone and a burning wind

Shall be the portion of their cup.

7For the LORD is righteous, 

He Rloves righteousness;

His countenance beholds the upright.*




PSALM 12

The Pure Words of the Lord

To the Chief Musician. ROn an eight-stringed harp.* A Psalm of David.

1Help, T LORD, for the godly man Rceases! For the faithful disappear from among the sons of men. 

2RThey speak idly everyone with his neighbor;

With flattering lips and Ta double heart they speak.

3May the LORD Tcut off all flattering lips, 

And the tongue that speaks Tproud things, 

4Who have said, 

“With our tongue we will prevail;

Our lips are our own;

Who is lord over us?”

5“For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, 

Now I will arise, ” says the LORD;

“I will set him in the safety for which he yearns.”

6The words of the LORD are Rpure words, 

Like silver tried in a furnace of earth, 

Purified seven times.

7You shall keep them, O LORD, 

You shall preserve them from this generation forever.

8The wicked prowl on every side, 

When vileness is exalted among the sons of men.




PSALM 13

The Prayer for God’s Answer—Now

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

1How long, O LORD? Will You forget me forever?

RHow long will You hide Your face from me?

2How long shall I take counsel in my soul, 

Having sorrow in my heart daily?

How long will my enemy be exalted over me?

3Consider and hear me, O LORD my God;

REnlighten my eyes, 

RLest I sleep the sleep of death; 

4Lest my enemy say, 

“I have prevailed against him”;

Lest those who trouble me rejoice when I am moved.

5But I have trusted in Your mercy;

My heart shall rejoice in Your salvation.

6I will sing to the LORD, 

Because He has dealt bountifully with me.




PSALM 14

The Characteristics of the Godless

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

1The Rfool has said in his heart, “There is no God.”

They are corrupt, 

They have done abominable works, 

There is none who does good.

2RThe LORD looks down from heaven upon the children of men, 

To see if there are any who understand, who seek God.

3RThey have all turned aside, 

They have together become corrupt;

There is none who does good, 

No, not one.

4Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge, 

Who eat up my people as they eat bread, 

And Rdo not call on the LORD?

5There they are in great fear, 

For God is with the generation of the righteous.

6You shame the counsel of the poor, 

But the LORD is his Rrefuge.

7ROh, that the salvation of Israel would come out of Zion!

RWhen the LORD brings back the captivity of His people, 

Let Jacob rejoice and Israel be glad.




PSALM 15

The Characteristics of the Godly

A Psalm of David.

1Lord, Rwho may Tabide in Your tabernacle?

Who may dwell in Your holy hill?

2He who walks uprightly, 

And works righteousness, 

And speaks the truth in his heart;

3He who Rdoes not backbite with his tongue, 

Nor does evil to his neighbor, 

RNor does he Ttake up a reproach against his friend;

4RIn whose eyes a vile person is despised, 

But he honors those who fear the LORD;

He who Rswears to his own hurt and does not change;

5He who does not put out his money at usury, 

Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.

He who does these things Rshall never be moved.




PSALM 16

Eternal Life for One Who Trusts

A RMichtam of David.

1PreserveT me, O God, for in You I put my trust.

2O my soul, you have said to the LORD, 

“You are my Lord, 

My goodness is nothing apart from You.”

3As for the saints who are on the earth, 





“They are the excellent ones, in Rwhom is all my delight.”

4Their sorrows shall be multiplied who hasten after another god;

Their drink offerings of Rblood I will not offer, 

Nor take up their names on my lips.

5O LORD, You are the portion of my inheritance and my cup;

You Tmaintain my lot.

6The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places;

Yes, I have a good inheritance.

7I will bless the LORD who has given me counsel;

My Theart also instructs me in the night seasons.

8RI have set the LORD always before me;

Because He is at my right hand I shall not be moved.

9Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices;

My flesh also will rest in hope.

10RFor You will not leave my soul in Sheol, 

Nor will You allow Your Holy One to Tsee corruption.

11You will show me the Rpath of life;

In Your presence is fullness of joy;

At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 




PSALM 17

“Hide Me Under the Shadow of Your Wings”

A Prayer of David.

1Hear a just cause, O LORD, Attend to my cry;

Give ear to my prayer which is not from deceitful lips.

2Let my vindication come from Your presence;

Let Your eyes look on the things that are upright.

3You have tested my heart;

You have visited me in the night;

RYou have Ttried me and have found Tnothing; 

I have purposed that my mouth shall not Rtransgress.

4Concerning the works of men, 

By the word of Your lips, 

I have kept away from the paths of the destroyer.

5Uphold my steps in Your paths, 

That my footsteps may not slip.

6RI have called upon You, for You will hear me, O God;

Incline Your ear to me, and hear my speech.

7Show Your marvelous lovingkindness by Your right hand, 

O You who save those who trust in You

From those who rise up against them.

8Keep me as the Tapple of Your eye;

Hide me under the shadow of Your wings, 

9From the wicked who oppress me, 

From my deadly enemies who surround me.

10They have closed up their fat hearts;

With their mouths they speak proudly.

11They have now surrounded us in our steps;

They have set their eyes, crouching down to the earth, 

12As a lion is eager to tear his prey, 

And like a young lion lurking in secret places.

13Arise, O LORD, 

Confront him, cast him down;

Deliver my life from the wicked with Your sword, 

14With Your hand from men, O LORD, 

From men of the world who have their portion in this life, 

And whose belly You fill with Your hidden treasure.

They are satisfied with children, 

And leave the rest of their possession for their babes.

15As for me, RI will see Your face in righteousness;

RI shall be satisfied when I Rawake in Your likeness. 




PSALM 18

Thanksgiving for Deliverance by God

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David Rthe servant of the LORD, who spoke to the LORD the words of this song on the day that the LORD delivered him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul. And he said:

1I WILL love You, O LORD, my strength. 2 The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer;

My God, my Tstrength, Rin whom I will trust;

My shield and the Thorn of my salvation, my stronghold.

3I will call upon the LORD, Rwho is worthy to be praised;

So shall I be saved from my enemies.

4RThe pangs of death surrounded me, 

And the floods of Tungodliness made me afraid. 

5The sorrows of Sheol surrounded me;

The snares of death confronted me.

6In my distress I called upon the LORD, 

And cried out to my God;

He heard my voice from His temple, 

And my cry came before Him, even to His ears.

7RThen the earth shook and trembled;

The foundations of the hills also quaked and were shaken, 

Because He was angry.

8Smoke went up from His nostrils, 

And devouring fire from His mouth;

Coals were kindled by it.

9RHe bowed the heavens also, and came down

With darkness under His feet.

10And He rode upon a cherub, and flew;

He flew upon the wings of the wind.

11He made darkness His secret place;

RHis canopy around Him was dark waters

And thick clouds of the skies.

12RFrom the brightness before Him, 

His thick clouds passed with hailstones and coals of fire.

13The LORD thundered from heaven, 

And the Most High uttered His voice, 

Hailstones and coals of fire.*

14RHe sent out His arrows and scattered Tthe foe, 

Lightnings in abundance, and He vanquished them.

15Then the channels of the sea were seen, 

The foundations of the world were uncovered

At Your rebuke, O LORD, 

At the blast of the breath of Your nostrils.

16He sent from above, He took me;

He drew me out of many waters.

17He delivered me from my strong enemy, 

From those who hated me, 

For they were too strong for me.

18They confronted me in the day of my calamity, 

But the LORD was my support.

19RHe also brought me out into a broad place;

He delivered me because He delighted in me.

20RThe LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness;

According to the cleanness of my hands

He has recompensed me.

21For I have kept the ways of the LORD, 

And have not wickedly departed from my God.

22For all His judgments were before me, 

And I did not put away His statutes from me.

23I was also blameless Tbefore Him, 

And I kept myself from my iniquity.

24RTherefore the LORD has recompensed me according to my righteousness, 

According to the cleanness of my hands in His sight. 

25RWith the merciful You will show Yourself merciful;

With a blameless man You will show Yourself blameless;

26With the pure You will show Yourself pure;

And Rwith the devious You will show Yourself shrewd.

27For You will save the humble people, 

But will bring down haughty looks.

28RFor You will light my lamp;

The LORD my God will enlighten my darkness.

29For by You I can run against a troop, 

By my God I can leap over a wall.

30As for God, RHis way is perfect; 

RThe word of the LORD is proven;

He is a shield to all who trust in Him.

31For who is God, except the LORD?

And who is a rock, except our God?

32It is God who Rarms me with strength, 

And makes my way perfect.

33He makes my feet like the feet of deer, 

And sets me on my high places.

34RHe teaches my hands to make war, 

So that my arms can bend a bow of bronze. 

35You have also given me the shield of Your salvation;

Your right hand has held me up, 

Your gentleness has made me great.

36You enlarged my path under me, 

RSo my feet did not slip.

37I have pursued my enemies and overtaken them;

Neither did I turn back again till they were destroyed.

38I have wounded them, 

So that they could not rise;

They have fallen under my feet.

39For You have armed me with strength for the battle;

You have Tsubdued under me those who rose up against me.

40You have also given me the necks of my enemies, 

So that I destroyed those who hated me.

41They cried out, but there was none to save;

REven to the LORD, but He did not answer them.

42Then I beat them as fine as the dust before the wind;

I cast them out like dirt in the streets.

43You have delivered me from the strivings of the people;

RYou have made me the head of the Tnations;

RA people I have not known shall serve me.

44As soon as they hear of me they obey me;

The foreigners submit to me.

45RThe foreigners fade away, 

And come frightened from their hideouts.

46The LORD lives!

Blessed be my Rock!

Let the God of my salvation be exalted.

47It is God who avenges me, 

And subdues the peoples under me;

48He delivers me from my enemies.

RYou also lift me up above those who rise against me;

You have delivered me from the violent man.

49Therefore I will give thanks to You, O LORD, among the TGentiles, 

And sing praises to Your name.

50RGreat deliverance He gives to His king, 

And shows mercy to His anointed, 

To David and his Tdescendants forevermore.




PSALM 19

The Works and Words of God

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

1The Rheavens declare the glory of God;And the Rfirmament shows His handiwork.

2Day unto day utters speech, 

And night unto night reveals knowledge.

3There is no speech nor language

Where their voice is not heard.

4RTheir line* has gone out through all the earth, 

And their words to the end of the world.

In them He has set a Ttabernacle for the sun, 

5Which is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 

RAnd rejoices like a strong man to run its race.

6Its rising is from one end of heaven, 

And its circuit to the other end;

And there is nothing hidden from its heat.

7RThe law of the LORD is perfect, Tconverting the soul; 

The testimony of the LORD is sure, making Rwise the simple;

8The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;

The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes;

9The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever;

The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.

10More to be desired are they than Rgold, 

Yea, than much fine gold;

Sweeter also than honey and the Thoneycomb.

11Moreover by them Your servant is warned, 

And in keeping them there is great reward.

12Who can understand his errors?

Cleanse me from secret faults.

13Keep back Your servant also from Rpresumptuous sins;

Let them not have Rdominion over me.

Then I shall be blameless, 

And I shall be innocent of Tgreat transgression.

14RLet the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart

Be acceptable in Your sight, 

O LORD, my Tstrength and my RRedeemer.




PSALM 20

Trust Not in Chariots and Horses but in God

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

1May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble;

May the name of the God of Jacob Tdefend you;

2May He send you help from the sanctuary, 

And strengthen you out of Zion;

3May He remember all your offerings, 

And accept your burnt sacrifice. Selah

4May He grant you according to your heart’s desire, 

And Rfulfill all your purpose.

5We will rejoice in your salvation, 

And in the name of our God we will set up our banners!

May the LORD fulfill all your petitions.

6Now I know that the LORD saves His Tanointed;

He will answer him from His holy heaven

With the saving strength of His right hand.

7Some trust in chariots, and some in Rhorses;

But we will remember the name of the LORD our God.

8They have bowed down and fallen;

But we have risen and stand upright.

9Save, LORD!

May the King answer us when we call.




PSALM 21

Triumph of the King

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

1The king shall have joy in Your strength, O LORD;

And in Your salvation how greatly shall he rejoice!

2You have given him his heart’s desire, 

And have not withheld the Rrequest of his lips. Selah

3For You meet him with the blessings of goodness;

You set a crown of pure gold upon his head.

4RHe asked life from You, and You gave it to him—

Length of days forever and ever.

5His glory is great in Your salvation;

Honor and majesty You have placed upon him.

6For You have made him most blessed forever;

RYou have made him exceedingly glad with Your presence.

7For the king trusts in the LORD, 

And through the mercy of the Most High he shall not be Tmoved.

8Your hand will find all Your enemies;

Your right hand will find those who hate You.

9You shall make them as a fiery oven in the time of Your anger;

The LORD shall swallow them up in His wrath, 

And the fire shall devour them.

10Their offspring You shall destroy from the earth, 

And their Tdescendants from among the sons of men.

11For they intended evil against You;

They devised a plot which they are not able to Rperform.

12Therefore You will make them turn their back;

You will make ready Your arrows on Your string toward their faces.

13Be exalted, O LORD, in Your own strength!

We will sing and praise Your power.




PSALM 22

Psalm of the Cross

To the Chief Musician. Set to “The Deer of the Dawn.”* A Psalm of David.

1My RGod, My God, why have You forsaken Me?

Why are You so far from helping Me, 

And from the words of My groaning?

2O My God, I cry in the daytime, but You do not hear;

And in the night season, and am not silent.

3But You are holy, 

Enthroned in the praises of Israel.

4Our fathers trusted in You;

They trusted, and You delivered them.

5They cried to You, and were delivered;

RThey trusted in You, and were not ashamed.

6But I am Ra worm, and no man; 

RA reproach of men, and despised by the people.

7RAll those who see Me ridicule Me;

They shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, 

8“HeR trusted* in the LORD, let Him rescue Him;

RLet Him deliver Him, since He delights in Him!”

9RBut You are He who took Me out of the womb;

You made Me trust while on My mother’s breasts.

10I was cast upon You from birth.

From My mother’s womb

RYou have been My God.

11Be not far from Me, 

For trouble is near;

For there is none to help.

12RMany bulls have surrounded Me;

Strong bulls of RBashan have encircled Me.

13They gape at Me with their mouths, 

Like a raging and roaring lion.

14I am poured out like water, 

RAnd all My bones are out of joint;

My heart is like wax;

It has melted within Me.

15RMy strength is dried up like a potsherd, 

And RMy tongue clings to My jaws;

You have brought Me to the dust of death.

16For dogs have surrounded Me;

The congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me.

They pierced* My hands and My feet;

17I can count all My bones.

They look and stare at Me.

18They divide My garments among them, 

And for My clothing they cast lots.

19But You, O LORD, do not be far from Me;

O My Strength, hasten to help Me!

20Deliver Me from the sword, 

RMyT precious life from the power of the dog.

21Save Me from the lion’s mouth

And from the horns of the wild oxen!

RYou have answered Me.

22RI will declare Your name to RMy brethren;

In the midst of the assembly I will praise You.

23RYou who fear the LORD, praise Him!

All you Tdescendants of Jacob, glorify Him, 

And fear Him, all you offspring of Israel!

24For He has not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted;

Nor has He hidden His face from Him;

But when He cried to Him, He heard.

25RMy praise shall be of You in the great assembly;

RI will pay My vows before those who fear Him.

26The poor shall eat and be satisfied;

Those who seek Him will praise the LORD.

Let your heart live forever!

27All the ends of the world

Shall remember and turn to the LORD, 

And all the families of the nations

Shall worship before You.*

28For the kingdom is the LORD’s, 

And He rules over the nations.

29RAll the prosperous of the earth

Shall eat and worship; 

RAll those who go down to Tthe dust

Shall bow before Him, 

Even he who cannot keep himself alive.

30A posterity shall serve Him.

It will be recounted of the Lord to the next generation, 

31They will come and declare His righteousness to a people who will be born, 

That He has done this.




PSALM 23

Psalm of the Divine Shepherd

A Psalm of David.

1The LORD is Rmy shepherd;

RI shall not Twant.

2RHe makes me to lie down in green pastures; 

He leads me beside the still waters.

3He restores my soul;

RHe leads me in the paths of righteousness

For His name’s sake.

4Yea, though I walk through the valley of Rthe shadow of death, 

RI will fear no evil;

RFor You are with me;

Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

5You Rprepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;

You Ranoint my head with oil;

My cup runs over.

6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

All the days of my life;

And I will dwell* in the house of the LORD

Forever.




PSALM 24

Psalm of the King of Glory

A Psalm of David.

1The Rearth is the LORD’s, and all its fullness, 

The world and those who dwell therein.

2For He has founded it upon the seas, 

And established it upon the waters.

3RWho may ascend into the hill of the LORD?

Or who may stand in His holy place?

4He who has Rclean hands and Ra pure heart, 

Who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, 

Nor Rsworn deceitfully.

5He shall receive blessing from the LORD, 

And righteousness from the God of his salvation.

6This is Jacob, the generation of those who Rseek Him, 

Who seek Your face. Selah

7RLift up your heads, O you gates! 

And be lifted up, you everlasting doors!

And the King of glory shall come in.

8Who is this King of glory?

The LORD strong and mighty, 

The LORD mighty in Rbattle. 

9Lift up your heads, O you gates!

Lift up, you everlasting doors!

And the King of glory shall come in.

10Who is this King of glory?

The LORD of hosts, 

He is the King of glory. Selah




PSALM 25

Acrostic Prayer for Instruction

A Psalm of David.

1To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul.2 O my God, I Rtrust in You;

Let me not be ashamed;

Let not my enemies triumph over me.

3Indeed, let no one who Twaits on You be ashamed;

Let those be ashamed who deal treacherously without cause.

4RShow me Your ways, O LORD;

Teach me Your paths.

5Lead me in Your truth and teach me, 

For You are the God of my salvation;

On You I wait all the day.

6Remember, O LORD, RYour tender mercies and Your lovingkindnesses, 

For they are from of old.

7Do not remember Rthe sins of my youth, nor my transgressions;

According to Your mercy remember me, 

For Your goodness’ sake, O LORD.

8Good and upright is the LORD;

Therefore He teaches sinners in the way.

9The humble He guides in justice, 

And the humble He teaches His way.

10All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth, 

To such as keep His covenant and His testimonies.

11RFor Your name’s sake, O LORD, 

Pardon my iniquity, for it is great.

12Who is the man that fears the LORD?

RHim shall He* teach in the way He* chooses.

13RHe himself shall dwell in Tprosperity, 

And Rhis descendants shall inherit the earth.

14RThe secret of the LORD is with those who fear Him, 

And He will show them His covenant.

15RMy eyes are ever toward the LORD, 

For He shall Tpluck my feet out of the net. 

16RTurn Yourself to me, and have mercy on me, 

For I am Tdesolate and afflicted.

17The troubles of my heart have enlarged;

Bring me out of my distresses!

18RLook on my affliction and my pain, 

And forgive all my sins. 

19Consider my enemies, for they are many;

And they hate me with cruel hatred.

20Keep my soul, and deliver me;

Let me not be ashamed, for I put my trust in You.

21Let integrity and uprightness preserve me, 

For I wait for You.

22RRedeem Israel, O God, 

Out of all their troubles!




PSALM 26

“Examine Me, O LORD, and Prove Me”

A Psalm of David.

1Vindicate Rme, O LORD, 

For I have Rwalked in my integrity.

RI have also trusted in the LORD;

I shall not slip.

2RExamine me, O LORD, and prove me;

Try my mind and my heart. 

3For Your lovingkindness is before my eyes, 

And I have walked in Your truth.

4I have not Rsat with idolatrous mortals, 

Nor will I go in with hypocrites.

5I have hated the assembly of evildoers, 

And will not sit with the wicked.

6I will wash my hands in innocence;

So I will go about Your altar, O LORD, 

7That I may proclaim with the voice of thanksgiving, 

And tell of all Your wondrous works.

8LORD, RI have loved the habitation of Your house, 

And the place where Your glory dwells.

9Do not gather my soul with sinners, 

Nor my life with bloodthirsty men, 

10In whose hands is a sinister scheme, 

And whose right hand is full of bribes.

11But as for me, I will walk in my integrity;

Redeem me and be merciful to me.

12RMy foot stands in an even place; 

In the congregations I will bless the LORD.




PSALM 27

Trust in the Lord and Be Not Afraid

A Psalm of David.

1The LORD is my Rlight and my salvation;Whom shall I fear?

The RLORD is the strength of my life;

Of whom shall I be afraid? 

2When the wicked came against me

To ReatT up my flesh, 

My enemies and foes, 

They Rstumbled and fell. 

3RThough an army may encamp against me, 

My heart shall not fear;

Though war may rise against me, 

In this I will be confident.

4ROne thing I have desired of the LORD, 

That will I seek:

That I may Rdwell in the house of the LORD

All the days of my life, 

To behold the beauty of the LORD, 

And to inquire in His temple.

5For Rin the time of trouble

He shall hide me in His pavilion;

In the secret place of His tabernacle

He shall hide me;

He shall set me high upon a rock.

6And now Rmy head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me;

Therefore I will offer sacrifices of Tjoy in His tabernacle;

I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the LORD.

7Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice!

Have mercy also upon me, and answer me.

8When You said, “Seek My face, ”

My heart said to You, “Your face, LORD, I will seek.”

9RDo not hide Your face from me;

Do not turn Your servant away in anger;

You have been my help;

Do not leave me nor forsake me, 

O God of my salvation.

10RWhen my father and my mother forsake me, 

Then the LORD will take care of me.

11RTeach me Your way, O LORD, 

And lead me in a smooth path, because of my enemies. 

12Do not deliver me to the will of my adversaries;

For Rfalse witnesses have risen against me, 

And such as breathe out violence.

13I would have lost heart, unless I had believed

That I would see the goodness of the LORD

RIn the land of the living.

14RWaitT on the LORD;

Be of good courage, 

And He shall strengthen your heart;

Wait, I say, on the LORD!




PSALM 28

Rejoice Because of Answered Prayer

A Psalm of David.

1To You I will cry, O LORD my Rock: RDo not be silent to me, 

RLest, if You are silent to me, 

I become like those who go down to the pit.

2Hear the voice of my supplications

When I cry to You, 

RWhen I lift up my hands Rtoward Your holy sanctuary.

3Do not Ttake me away with the wicked

And with the workers of iniquity, 

RWho speak peace to their neighbors, 

But evil is in their hearts.

4RGive them according to their deeds, 

And according to the wickedness of their endeavors;

Give them according to the work of their hands;

Render to them what they deserve.

5Because Rthey do not regard the works of the LORD, 

Nor the operation of His hands, 

He shall destroy them

And not build them up.

6Blessed be the LORD, 

Because He has heard the voice of my supplications!

7The LORD is Rmy strength and my shield;

My heart Rtrusted in Him, and I am helped; 

Therefore my heart greatly rejoices, 

And with my song I will praise Him.

8The LORD is their strength, *

And He is the Rsaving refuge of His anointed.

9Save Your people, 

And bless RYour inheritance;

Shepherd them also, 

RAnd bear them up forever.




PSALM 29

The Powerful Voice of God

A Psalm of David.

1Give unto the LORD, O you mighty ones, 

Give unto the LORD glory and strength.

2TGive unto the LORD the glory Tdue to His name;

Worship the LORD in Rthe Tbeauty of holiness.

3The voice of the LORD is over the waters;

RThe God of glory thunders;

The LORD is over many waters.

4The voice of the LORD is powerful;

The voice of the LORD is full of majesty.

5The voice of the LORD breaks Rthe cedars, 

Yes, the LORD splinters the cedars of Lebanon.

6RHe makes them also skip like a calf, 

Lebanon and RSirion like a young wild ox.

7The voice of the LORD Tdivides the flames of fire.

8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;

The LORD shakes the Wilderness of RKadesh.

9The voice of the LORD makes the Rdeer give birth, 

And strips the forests bare;

And in His temple everyone says, “Glory!”

10The LORD sat enthroned at the Flood, 

And the LORD sits as King forever.

11RThe LORD will give strength to His people;

The LORD will bless His people with peace.




PSALM 30

Praise for Dramatic Deliverance

A Psalm. A Song Rat the dedication of the house of David.

1I WILL extol You, O LORD, for You have Rlifted me up, 

And have not let my foes Rrejoice over me.

2O LORD my God, I cried out to You, 

And You Rhealed me.

3O LORD, RYou brought my soul up from the grave;

You have kept me alive, that I should not go down to the pit.*

4RSing praise to the LORD, you saints of His, 

And give thanks at the remembrance of His holy name.*

5For RHis anger is but for a moment, 

RHis favor is for life;

Weeping may endure for a night, 

But joy comes in the morning.

6Now in my prosperity I said, 

“I shall never be Tmoved.”

7LORD, by Your favor You have made my mountain stand strong;

You hid Your face, and I was troubled.

8I cried out to You, O LORD;

And to the LORD I made supplication:

9“What profit is there in my blood, 

When I go down to the pit?

RWill the dust praise You?

Will it declare Your truth?

10Hear, O LORD, and have mercy on me;

LORD, be my helper!”

11RYou have turned for me my mourning into dancing;

You have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with gladness, 

12To the end that my Tglory may sing praise to You and not be silent.

O LORD my God, I will give thanks to You forever.




PSALM 31

“Be of Good Courage”

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

1In RYou, O LORD, I put my trust; Let me never be ashamed; 

Deliver me in Your righteousness.

2RBow down Your ear to me, 

Deliver me speedily;

Be my rock of Trefuge, 

A fortress of defense to save me.

3For You are my rock and my fortress;

Therefore, Rfor Your name’s sake, 

Lead me and guide me. 

4Pull me out of the net which they have secretly laid for me, 

For You are my strength.

5RInto Your hand I commit my spirit;

You have redeemed me, O LORD God of Rtruth.

6I have hated those Rwho regard useless idols;

But I trust in the LORD.

7I will be glad and rejoice in Your mercy, 

For You have considered my trouble;

You have Rknown my soul in Tadversities, 

8And have not Rshut me up into the hand of the enemy;

You have set my feet in a wide place.

9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble;

RMy eye wastes away with grief, 

Yes, my soul and my Tbody!

10For my life is spent with grief, 

And my years with sighing;

My strength fails because of my iniquity, 

And my bones waste away.

11I am a reproach among all my enemies, 

But especially among my neighbors, 

And am repulsive to my acquaintances;

Those who see me outside flee from me.

12RI am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind;

I am like a Tbroken vessel.

13RFor I hear the slander of many;

RFear is on every side;

While they Rtake counsel together against me, 

They scheme to take away my life.

14But as for me, I trust in You, O LORD;

I say, “You are my God.”

15My times are in Your Rhand;

Deliver me from the hand of my enemies, 

And from those who persecute me.

16RMake Your face shine upon Your servant;

Save me for Your mercies’ sake.

17RDo not let me be ashamed, O LORD, for I have called upon You;

Let the wicked be ashamed;

Let them be silent in the grave.

18RLet the lying lips be put to silence, 

Which Rspeak insolent things proudly and contemptuously against the righteous. 

19ROh, how great is Your goodness, 

Which You have laid up for those who fear You, 

Which You have prepared for those who trust in You

In the presence of the sons of men!

20RYou shall hide them in the secret place of Your presence

From the plots of man;

RYou shall keep them secretly in a Tpavilion

From the strife of tongues.

21Blessed be the LORD, 

For RHe has shown me His marvelous kindness in a strong city!

22For I said in my haste, 

“I am cut off from before Your eyes”;

Nevertheless You heard the voice of my supplications

When I cried out to You.

23Oh, love the LORD, all you His saints!

For the LORD preserves the faithful, 

And fully repays the proud person.

24RBe of good courage, 

And He shall strengthen your heart, 

All you who hope in the LORD.




PSALM 32

The Blessedness of Forgiveness

A Psalm of David. A Contemplation.*

1Blessed is he whose Rtransgression is forgiven, 

Whose sin is covered.

2Blessed is the man to whom the LORD does not impute iniquity, 

And in whose spirit there is no deceit.

3When I kept silent, my bones grew old

Through my groaning all the day long.

4For day and night Your Rhand was heavy upon me;

My vitality was turned into the drought of summer. Selah

5I acknowledged my sin to You, 

And my iniquity I have not hidden.

RI said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD, ”

And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah

6RFor this cause everyone who is godly shall Rpray to You

In a time when You may be found;

Surely in a flood of great waters

They shall not come near him.

7RYou are my hiding place;

You shall preserve me from trouble;

You shall surround me with Rsongs of deliverance. Selah

8I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;

I will guide you with My eye.

9Do not be like the Rhorse or like the mule, 

Which have no understanding, 

Which must be harnessed with bit and bridle, 

Else they will not come near you.

10RMany sorrows shall be to the wicked;

But he who trusts in the LORD, mercy shall surround him.

11RBe glad in the LORD and rejoice, you righteous;

And shout for joy, all you upright in heart!




PSALM 33

God Considers All Human Works

1Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous! For praise from the upright is beautiful.

2Praise the LORD with the harp;

TMake melody to Him with an instrument of ten strings.

3Sing to Him a new song;

Play skillfully with a shout of joy.

4For the word of the LORD is right, 

And all His work is done in truth.

5He loves righteousness and justice;

The earth is full of the goodness of the LORD.

6RBy the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 

And all the Rhost of them Rby the breath of His mouth.

7RHe gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap;*

He lays up the deep in storehouses.

8Let all the earth fear the LORD;

Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.

9For He spoke, and it was done;

He commanded, and it stood fast.

10RThe LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing;

He makes the plans of the peoples of no effect.

11RThe counsel of the LORD stands forever, 

The plans of His heart to all generations.

12Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, 

The people He has Rchosen as His own inheritance.

13RThe LORD looks from heaven;

He sees all the sons of men.

14From the place of His dwelling He looks

On all the inhabitants of the earth;

15He fashions their hearts individually;

He considers all their works.

16RNo king is saved by the multitude of an army;

A mighty man is not delivered by great strength.

17RA horse is a Tvain hope for safety;

Neither shall it deliver any by its great strength.

18RBehold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, 

On those who hope in His mercy, 

19To deliver their soul from death, 

And to keep them alive in famine.

20Our soul waits for the LORD;

He is our help and our shield.

21For our heart shall rejoice in Him, 

Because we have trusted in His holy name.

22Let Your mercy, O LORD, be upon us, 

Just as we hope in You.




PSALM 34

Seek The Lord

A Psalm of David Rwhen he pretended madness before Abimelech, who drove him away, and he departed.

1I WILL Rbless the LORD at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

2My soul shall make its boast in the LORD;

The humble shall hear of it and be glad.

3Oh, magnify the LORD with me, 

And let us exalt His name together.

4I sought the LORD, and He heard me, 

And delivered me from all my fears.

5They looked to Him and were radiant, 

And their faces were not ashamed.

6This poor man cried out, and the LORD heard him, 

And saved him out of all his troubles.

7RThe angel* of the LORD Rencamps all around those who fear Him, 

And delivers them. 

8Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good;

Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!

9Oh, fear the LORD, you His saints!

There is no want to those who fear Him.

10The young lions lack and suffer hunger;

RBut those who seek the LORD shall not lack any good thing.

11Come, you children, listen to me;

I will teach you the fear of the LORD.

12RWho is the man who desires life, 

And loves many days, that he may see good?

13Keep your tongue from evil, 

And your lips from speaking deceit.

14RDepart from evil and do good;

RSeek peace and pursue it.

15RThe eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, 

And His ears are open to their cry.

16RThe face of the LORD is against those who do evil, 

RTo Tcut off the remembrance of them from the earth.

17The righteous cry out, and Rthe LORD hears, 

And delivers them out of all their troubles.

18RThe LORD is near Rto those who have a broken heart, 

And saves such as Thave a contrite spirit.

19RMany are the afflictions of the righteous, 

RBut the LORD delivers him out of them all.

20He guards all his bones;

RNot one of them is broken.

21REvil shall slay the wicked, 

And those who hate the righteous shall be Tcondemned.

22The LORD Rredeems the soul of His servants, 

And none of those who trust in Him shall be condemned.




PSALM 35

Petition for God’s Intervention

A Psalm of David.

1PleadT my cause, O LORD, with those who strive with me;

Fight against those who fight against me.

2Take hold of shield and Tbuckler, 

And stand up for my help.

3Also draw out the spear, 

And stop those who pursue me.

Say to my soul, 

“I am your salvation.”

4RLet those be put to shame and brought to dishonor

Who seek after my life;

Let those be Rturned back and brought to confusion

Who plot my hurt.

5RLet them be like chaff before the wind, 

And let the angel* of the LORD chase them.

6Let their way be Rdark and slippery, 

And let the angel of the LORD pursue them.

7For without cause they have Rhidden their net for me in a pit, 

Which they have dug without cause for my life.

8Let Rdestruction come upon him unexpectedly, 

And let his net that he has hidden catch himself;

Into that very destruction let him fall.

9And my soul shall be joyful in the LORD;

It shall rejoice in His salvation.

10RAll my bones shall say, 

“LORD, Rwho is like You, 

Delivering the poor from him who is too strong for him, 

Yes, the poor and the needy from him who plunders him?”

11RFierce witnesses rise up; 

They ask me things that I do not know.

12RThey reward me evil for good, 

To the sorrow of my soul.

13But as for me, Rwhen they were sick, 

My clothing was sackcloth;

I humbled myself with fasting;

And my prayer would return to my own Theart.

14I paced about as though he were my friend or brother;

I bowed down Theavily, as one who mourns for his mother.

15But in my adversity they rejoiced

And gathered together;

Attackers gathered against me, 

And I did not know it;

They tore at me and did not cease;

16With ungodly mockers at feasts

They gnashed at me with their teeth.

17Lord, how long will You look on?

Rescue me from their destructions, 

My precious life from the lions.

18I will give You thanks in the great assembly;

I will praise You among many people.

19RLet them not rejoice over me who are wrongfully my enemies;

Nor let them wink with the eye who Rhate me without a cause. 

20For they do not speak peace, 

But they devise deceitful matters

Against the quiet ones in the land.

21They also opened their mouth wide against me, 

And said, “Aha, aha!

Our eyes have seen it.”

22This You have seen, O LORD;

Do not keep silence.

O Lord, do not be far from me.

23Stir up Yourself, and awake to my vindication, 

To my cause, my God and my Lord.

24Vindicate me, O LORD my God, according to Your righteousness;

And let them not rejoice over me.

25Let them not say in their hearts, “Ah, so we would have it!”

Let them not say, “We have swallowed him up.”

26Let them be ashamed and brought to mutual confusion

Who rejoice at my hurt;

Let them be Rclothed with shame and dishonor

Who exalt themselves against me.

27RLet them shout for joy and be glad, 

Who favor my righteous cause;

And let them say continually, 

“Let the LORD be magnified, 

Who has pleasure in the prosperity of His servant.”

28And my tongue shall speak of Your righteousness

And of Your praise all the day long.




PSALM 36

The Excellent Lovingkindness of God

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David the servant of the LORD.

1An oracle within my heart concerning the transgression of the wicked:

There is no fear of God before his eyes.

2For he flatters himself in his own eyes, 

When he finds out his iniquity and when he hates.

3The words of his mouth are wickedness and deceit;

RHe has ceased to be wise and to do good.

4RHe devises wickedness on his bed;

He sets himself Rin a way that is not good;

He does not abhor Revil.

5Your mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens;

Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.

6Your righteousness is like the Tgreat mountains;

Your judgments are a great deep;

O LORD, You preserve man and beast.

7How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God!

Therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of Your wings.

8RThey are abundantly satisfied with the fullness of Your house, 

And You give them drink from Rthe river of Your pleasures.

9For with You is the fountain of life;

RIn Your light we see light.

10Oh, continue Your lovingkindness to those who know You, 

And Your righteousness to the upright in heart.

11Let not the foot of pride come against me, 

And let not the hand of the wicked drive me away.

12There the workers of iniquity have fallen;

They have been cast down and are not able to rise.




PSALM 37

“Rest in the LORD”

A Psalm of David.

1DoR not fret because of evildoers, 

Nor be envious of the workers of iniquity.

2For they shall soon be cut down Rlike the grass, 

And wither as the green herb.

3Trust in the LORD, and do good;

Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.

4RDelight yourself also in the LORD, 

And He shall give you the desires of your Rheart.

5RCommit your way to the LORD, 

Trust also in Him, 

And He shall bring it to pass.

6RHe shall bring forth your righteousness as the light, 

And your justice as the noonday.

7Rest in the LORD, Rand wait patiently for Him;

Do not fret because of him who Rprospers in his way, 

Because of the man who brings wicked schemes to pass.

8Cease from anger, and forsake wrath;

Do not fret—it only causes harm.

9For evildoers shall be Tcut off;

But those who wait on the LORD, 

They shall Rinherit the earth.

10For Ryet a little while and the wicked shall be no more;

Indeed, Ryou will look carefully for his place, 

But it shall be no more.

11RBut the meek shall inherit the earth, 

And shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.

12The wicked plots against the just, 

And gnashes at him with his teeth.

13RThe Lord laughs at him, 

For He sees that his day is coming.

14The wicked have drawn the sword

And have bent their bow, 

To cast down the poor and needy, 

To slay those who are of upright conduct.

15Their sword shall enter their own heart, 

And their bows shall be broken.

16RA little that a righteous man has

Is better than the riches of many wicked. 

17For the arms of the wicked shall be broken, 

But the LORD upholds the righteous.

18The LORD knows the days of the upright, 

And their inheritance shall be forever.

19They shall not be ashamed in the evil time, 

And in the days of famine they shall be satisfied.

20But the wicked shall perish;

And the enemies of the LORD, 

Like the splendor of the meadows, shall vanish.

Into smoke they shall vanish away.

21The wicked borrows and does not repay, 

But Rthe righteous shows mercy and gives.

22RFor those blessed by Him shall inherit the earth, 

But those cursed by Him shall be Tcut off.

23RThe steps of a good man are Tordered by the LORD, 

And He delights in his way.

24RThough he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down;

For the LORD upholds him with His hand.

25I have been young, and now am old;

Yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, 

Nor his descendants begging bread.

26He is ever merciful, and lends;

And his descendants are blessed.

27Depart from evil, and do good;

And dwell forevermore.

28For the LORD loves justice, 

And does not forsake His saints;

They are preserved forever, 

But the descendants of the wicked shall be cut off.

29RThe righteous shall inherit the land, 

And dwell in it forever.

30RThe mouth of the righteous speaks wisdom, 

And his tongue talks of justice.

31The law of his God is in his heart;

None of his steps shall Tslide.

32The wicked Rwatches the righteous, 

And seeks to slay him.

33The LORD Rwill not leave him in his hand, 

Nor condemn him when he is judged.

34RWait on the LORD, 

And keep His way, 

And He shall exalt you to inherit the land;

When the wicked are cut off, you shall see it.

35I have seen the wicked in great power, 

And spreading himself like a native green tree.

36Yet he passed away, * and behold, he was no more;

Indeed I sought him, but he could not be found.

37Mark the blameless man, and observe the upright;

For the future of that man is peace.

38RBut the transgressors shall be destroyed together;

The future of the wicked shall be cut off.

39But the salvation of the righteous is from the LORD;

He is their strength Rin the time of trouble.

40And Rthe LORD shall help them and deliver them;

He shall deliver them from the wicked, 

And save them, 

RBecause they trust in Him.




PSALM 38

The Heavy Burden of Sin

A Psalm of David. To bring to remembrance.

1O LORD, do not Rrebuke me in Your wrath, 

Nor chasten me in Your hot displeasure!

2For Your arrows pierce me deeply, 

And Your hand presses me down.

3There is no soundness in my flesh

Because of Your anger, 

Nor any health in my bones

Because of my sin.

4For my iniquities have gone over my head;

Like a heavy burden they are too heavy for me.

5My wounds are foul and festering

Because of my foolishness.

6I am Ttroubled, I am bowed down greatly;

I go mourning all the day long.

7For my loins are full of inflammation, 

And there is no soundness in my flesh.

8I am feeble and severely broken;

I groan because of the turmoil of my heart.

9Lord, all my desire is before You;

And my sighing is not hidden from You.

10My heart pants, my strength fails me;

As for the light of my eyes, it also has gone from me.

11My loved ones and my friends Rstand aloof from my plague, 

And my relatives stand afar off.

12Those also who seek my life lay snares for me;

Those who seek my hurt speak of destruction, 

And plan deception all the day long.

13But I, like a deaf man, do not hear;

And I am like a Rmute who does not open his mouth. 

14Thus I am like a man who does not hear, 

And in whose mouth is no response.

15For in You, O LORD, RI hope;

You will Thear, O Lord my God.

16For I said, “Hear me, lest they rejoice over me, 

Lest, when my foot slips, they exalt themselves against me.”

17RFor I am ready to fall, 

And my sorrow is continually before me.

18For I will Rdeclare my iniquity;

I will be in anguish over my sin.

19But my enemies are vigorous, and they are strong;

And those who hate me wrongfully have multiplied.

20Those also Rwho render evil for good, 

They are my adversaries, because I follow what is good. 

21Do not forsake me, O LORD;

O my God, be not far from me!

22Make haste to help me, 

O Lord, my salvation!




PSALM 39

Know the Measure of Human Days

To the Chief Musician. To Jeduthun. A Psalm of David.

1I SAID, “I will guard my ways, Lest I sin with my Rtongue; 

I will restrain my mouth with a muzzle, 

While the wicked are before me.”

2RI was mute with silence, 

I held my peace even from good;

And my sorrow was stirred up.

3My heart was hot within me;

While I was Tmusing, the fire burned.

Then I spoke with my tongue:

4“LORD, make me to know my end, 

And what is the measure of my days, 

That I may know how frail I am.

5Indeed, You have made my days as handbreadths, 

And my age is as nothing before You;

Certainly every man at his best state is but Rvapor. Selah

6Surely every man walks about like a shadow;

Surely they Tbusy themselves in vain;

He heaps up riches, 

And does not know who will gather them.

7“And now, Lord, what do I wait for?

My Rhope is in You.

8Deliver me from all my transgressions;

Do not make me Rthe reproach of the foolish.

9I was mute, I did not open my mouth, 

Because it was RYou who did it. 

10RRemove Your plague from me;

I am consumed by the blow of Your hand.

11When with rebukes You correct man for iniquity, 

You make his beauty Rmelt away like a moth;

Surely every man is vapor. Selah

12“Hear my prayer, O LORD, 

And give ear to my cry;

Do not be silent at my tears;

For I am a stranger with You, 

A sojourner, as all my fathers were.

13RRemove Your gaze from me, that I may regain strength, 

Before I go away and am no more.”




PSALM 40

Delight to Do God’s Will

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

1I Rwaited patiently for the LORD;And He inclined to me, 

And heard my cry. 

2He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, 

Out of Rthe miry clay, 

And Rset my feet upon a rock, 

And established my steps.

3RHe has put a new song in my mouth—

Praise to our God;

Many will see it and fear, 

And will trust in the LORD.

4RBlessed is that man who makes the LORD his trust, 

And does not respect the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies.

5RMany, O LORD my God, are Your wonderful works

Which You have done;

RAnd Your thoughts toward us

Cannot be recounted to You in order;

If I would declare and speak of them, 

They are more than can be numbered.

6RSacrifice and offering You did not desire;

My ears You have opened.

Burnt offering and sin offering You did not require.

7Then I said, “Behold, I come;

In the scroll of the book it is written of me.

8I delight to do Your will, O my God, 

And Your law is within my heart.”

9RI have proclaimed the good news of righteousness

In the great assembly;

Indeed, RI do not restrain my lips, 

O LORD, You Yourself know.

10RI have not hidden Your righteousness within my heart;

I have declared Your faithfulness and Your salvation;

I have not concealed Your lovingkindness and Your truth

From the great assembly.

11Do not withhold Your tender mercies from me, O LORD;

RLet Your lovingkindness and Your truth continually preserve me.

12For innumerable evils have surrounded me;

RMy iniquities have overtaken me, so that I am not able to look up;

They are more than the hairs of my head;

Therefore my heart fails me.

13RBe pleased, O LORD, to deliver me;

O LORD, make haste to help me! 

14RLet them be ashamed and brought to mutual confusion

Who seek to destroy my Tlife;

Let them be driven backward and brought to dishonor

Who wish me evil.

15Let them be Rconfounded because of their shame, 

Who say to me, “Aha, aha!”

16RLet all those who seek You rejoice and be glad in You;

Let such as love Your salvation Rsay continually, 

“The LORD be magnified!”

17RBut I am poor and needy;

RYet the LORD thinks upon me.

You are my help and my deliverer;

Do not delay, O my God.




PSALM 41

The Blessedness of Helping the Poor

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

1Blessed is he who considers the Tpoor; The LORD will deliver him in time of trouble.

2The LORD will preserve him and keep him alive, 

And he will be blessed on the earth;

RYou will not deliver him to the will of his enemies.

3The LORD will strengthen him on his bed of illness;

You will sustain him on his sickbed.

4I said, “LORD, be merciful to me;

RHeal my soul, for I have sinned against You.”

5My enemies speak evil of me:

“When will he die, and his name perish?”

6And if he comes to see me, he speaks Tlies;

His heart gathers iniquity to itself;

When he goes out, he tells it.

7All who hate me whisper together against me;

Against me they Tdevise my hurt.

8“AnT evil disease, ” they say, “clings to him.

And now that he lies down, he will rise up no more.”

9REven my own familiar friend in whom I trusted, 

RWho ate my bread, 

Has lifted up his heel against me.

10But You, O LORD, be merciful to me, and raise me up, 

That I may repay them.

11By this I know that You are well pleased with me, 

Because my enemy does not triumph over me.

12As for me, You uphold me in my integrity, 

And set me before Your face forever.

13RBlessed be the LORD God of Israel

From everlasting to everlasting!

Amen and Amen.




BOOK TWO

Psalms 42–72

PSALM 42

Seek After the Lord

To the Chief Musician. A Contemplation* of the sons of Korah.

1As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants my soul for You, O God.

2RMy soul thirsts for God, for the Rliving God.

When shall I come and appear before God?*

3RMy tears have been my food day and night, 

While they continually say to me, 

R“Where is your God?”

4When I remember these things, 

RI pour out my soul within me.

For I used to go with the multitude;

RI went with them to the house of God, 

With the voice of joy and praise, 

With a multitude that kept a pilgrim feast.

5Why are you cast down, O my soul?

And why are you disquieted within me?

Hope in God, for I shall yet praise Him

For the help of His countenance.*

6O my God, * my soul is cast down within me;

Therefore I will remember You from the land of the Jordan, 

And from the heights of Hermon, 

From Tthe Hill Mizar.

7Deep calls unto deep at the noise of Your waterfalls;

RAll Your waves and billows have gone over me.

8The LORD will Rcommand His lovingkindness in the daytime, 

And Rin the night His song shall be with me—

A prayer to the God of my life.

9I will say to God my Rock, 

R“Why have You forgotten me?

Why do I go mourning because of the oppression of the enemy?”

10As with a breaking of my bones, 

My enemies Treproach me, 

RWhile they say to me all day long, 

“Where is your God?”

11RWhy are you cast down, O my soul?

And why are you disquieted within me?

Hope in God;

For I shall yet praise Him, 

The Thelp of my countenance and my God.




PSALM 43

“Hope in God”

1Vindicate Rme, O God, 

And Rplead my cause against an ungodly nation;

Oh, deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man!

2For You are the God of my strength;

Why do You cast me off?

RWhy do I go mourning because of the oppression of the enemy?

3ROh, send out Your light and Your truth!

Let them lead me;

Let them bring me to Your holy hill

And to Your Ttabernacle.

4Then I will go to the altar of God, 

To God my exceeding joy;

And on the harp I will praise You, 

O God, my God.

5RWhy are you cast down, O my soul?

And why are you disquieted within me?

Hope in God;

For I shall yet praise Him, 

The Thelp of my countenance and my God.




PSALM 44

Prayer for Deliverance by God

To the Chief Musician. A RContemplation* of the sons of Korah.

1We have heard with our ears, O God, ROur fathers have told us, 

The deeds You did in their days, 

In days of old:

2RYou drove out the Tnations with Your hand, 

But them You planted;

You afflicted the peoples, and cast them out.

3 For Rthey did not gain possession of the land by their own sword, 

Nor did their own arm save them;

But it was Your right hand, Your arm, and the light of Your countenance, 

RBecause You favored them.

4RYou are my King, O God;*

Command* victories for Jacob.

5Through You Rwe will push down our enemies;

Through Your name we will trample those who rise up against us.

6For RI will not trust in my bow, 

Nor shall my sword save me.

7But You have saved us from our enemies, 

And have put to shame those who hated us.

8RIn God we boast all day long, 

And praise Your name forever. Selah

9But RYou have cast us off and put us to shame, 

And You do not go out with our armies.

10You make us Rturn back from the enemy, 

And those who hate us have taken Tspoil for themselves.

11RYou have given us up like sheep intended for food, 

And have Rscattered us among the nations.

12You sell Your people for next to nothing, 

And are not enriched by selling them.

13RYou make us a reproach to our neighbors, 

A scorn and a derision to those all around us.

14RYou make us a byword among the nations, 

RA shaking of the head among the peoples.

15My dishonor is continually before me, 

And the shame of my face has covered me, 

16Because of the voice of him who reproaches and reviles, 

Because of the enemy and the avenger.

17RAll this has come upon us;

But we have not forgotten You, 

Nor have we dealt falsely with Your covenant.

18Our heart has not turned back, 

RNor have our steps departed from Your way;

19But You have severely broken us in Rthe place of jackals, 

And covered us Rwith the shadow of death.

20If we had forgotten the name of our God, 

Or RstretchedT out our hands to a foreign god, 

21Would not God search this out?

For He knows the secrets of the heart.

22RYet for Your sake we are killed all day long;

We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.

23RAwake! Why do You sleep, O Lord?

Arise! Do not cast us off forever. 

24RWhy do You hide Your face, 

And forget our affliction and our oppression?

25For Rour soul is bowed down to the Tdust;

Our body clings to the ground.

26Arise for our help, 

And redeem us for Your mercies’ sake.




PSALM 45

The Psalm of the Great King

To the Chief Musician. RSet to “The Lilies.”* A Contemplation* of the sons of Korah. A Song of Love.

1My heart is overflowing with a good theme;

I recite my composition concerning the King;

My tongue is the pen of a ready writer.

2You are fairer than the sons of men;

Grace is poured upon Your lips;

Therefore God has blessed You forever.

3Gird Your Rsword upon Your thigh, RO Mighty One, 

With Your glory and Your majesty.

4RAnd in Your majesty ride prosperously because of truth, humility, and righteousness;

And Your right hand shall teach You awesome things.

5Your arrows are sharp in the heart of the King’s enemies;

The peoples fall under You.

6RYour throne, O God, is forever and ever;

A Rscepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom.

7You love righteousness and hate wickedness;

Therefore God, Your God, has Ranointed You

With the oil of Rgladness more than Your companions.

8All Your garments are Rscented with myrrh and aloes and cassia, 

Out of the ivory palaces, by which they have made You glad. 

9RKings’ daughters are among Your honorable women;

RAt Your right hand stands the queen in gold from Ophir.

10Listen, O daughter, 

Consider and incline your ear;

RForget your own people also, and your father’s house;

11So the King will greatly desire your beauty;

Because He is your Lord, worship Him.

12And the daughter of Tyre will come with a gift;

RThe rich among the people will seek your favor.

13The royal daughter is all glorious within the palace;

Her clothing is woven with gold.

14RShe shall be brought to the King in robes of many colors;

The virgins, her companions who follow her, shall be brought to You.

15With gladness and rejoicing they shall be brought;

They shall enter the King’s palace.

16Instead of Your fathers shall be Your sons, 

RWhom You shall make princes in all the earth.

17RI will make Your name to be remembered in all generations;

Therefore the people shall praise You forever and ever.




PSALM 46

“God Is Our Refuge and Strength”

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of the sons of Korah. A Song Rfor Alamoth.

1God is our Rrefuge and strength, 

A very present help in trouble.

2Therefore we will not fear, 

Even though the earth be removed, 

And though the mountains be carried into the Tmidst of the sea;

3RThough its waters roar and be troubled, 

Though the mountains shake with its swelling. Selah

4There is a Rriver whose streams shall make glad the Rcity of God, 

The holy place of the tabernacle of the Most High.

5God is Rin the midst of her, she shall not be Tmoved;

God shall help her, just Tat the break of dawn.

6RThe nations raged, the kingdoms were moved;

He uttered His voice, the earth melted.

7The RLORD of hosts is with us;

The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah

8Come, behold the works of the LORD, 

Who has made desolations in the earth.

9RHe makes wars cease to the end of the earth;

RHe breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two;

He burns the chariot in the fire.

10Be still, and know that I am God;

I will be exalted among the nations, 

I will be exalted in the earth!

11The LORD of hosts is with us;

The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah




PSALM 47

The Lord Shall Subdue All Nations

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of the sons of Korah.

1Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples! Shout to God with the voice of triumph!

2For the LORD Most High is awesome;

He is a great King over all the earth.

3He will subdue the peoples under us, 

And the nations under our feet.

4He will choose our inheritance for us, 

The excellence of Jacob whom He loves. Selah

5God has gone up with a shout, 

The LORD with the sound of a trumpet.

6Sing praises to God, sing praises!

Sing praises to our King, sing praises!

7For God is the King of all the earth;

Sing praises with understanding.

8RGod reigns over the nations; 

God Rsits on His holy throne.

9The princes of the people have gathered together, 

RThe people of the God of Abraham.

RFor the shields of the earth belong to God;

He is greatly exalted.




PSALM 48

The Praise of Mount Zion

A Song. A Psalm of the sons of Korah.

1Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised

In the Rcity of our God, 

In His holy mountain.

2RBeautiful in Televation, 

The joy of the whole earth, 

Is Mount Zion on the sides of the north, 

The city of the great King.

3God is in her palaces;

He is known as her refuge.

4For behold, Rthe kings assembled, 

They passed by together.

5They saw it, and so they marveled;

They were troubled, they hastened away.

6Fear Rtook hold of them there, 

And pain, as of a woman in birth pangs, 

7As when You break the Rships of Tarshish

With an east wind.

8As we have heard, 

So we have seen

In the city of the LORD of hosts, 

In the city of our God:

God will establish it forever. Selah

9We have thought, O God, on RYour lovingkindness, 

In the midst of Your temple.

10According to RYour name, O God, 

So is Your praise to the ends of the earth;

Your right hand is full of righteousness.

11Let Mount Zion rejoice, 

Let the daughters of Judah be glad, 

Because of Your judgments.

12Walk about Zion, 

And go all around her.

Count her towers;

13Mark well her bulwarks;

Consider her palaces;

That you may Rtell it to the generation following.

14For this is God, 

Our God forever and ever;

RHe will be our guide

Even to death.*




PSALM 49

Riches Cannot Redeem

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of the sons of Korah.

1Hear this, all peoples; Give ear, all inhabitants of the world, 

2Both low and high, 

Rich and poor together.

3My mouth shall speak wisdom, 

And the meditation of my heart shall give understanding.

4I will incline my ear to a proverb;

I will disclose my Tdark saying on the harp.

5Why should I fear in the days of evil, 

When the iniquity at my heels surrounds me?

6Those who Rtrust in their wealth

And boast in the multitude of their riches, 

7None of them can by any means redeem his brother, 

Nor give to God a ransom for him—

8For Rthe redemption of their souls is costly, 

And it shall cease forever—

9That he should continue to live eternally, 

And Rnot see the Pit.

10For he sees wise men die;

Likewise the fool and the senseless person perish, 

And leave their wealth to others.

11Their inner thought is that their houses will last forever, *

Their dwelling places to all generations;

They Rcall their lands after their own names.

12Nevertheless man, though in honor, does not remain;*

He is like the beasts that perish.

13This is the way of those who are Rfoolish, 

And of their posterity who approve their sayings. Selah

14Like sheep they are laid in the grave;

Death shall feed on them;

RThe upright shall have dominion over them in the morning;

And their beauty shall be consumed in the grave, far from their dwelling.

15But God Rwill redeem my soul from the power of the grave, 

For He shall receive me. Selah

16Do not be afraid when one becomes rich, 

When the glory of his house is increased;

17For when he dies he shall carry nothing away;

His glory shall not descend after him.

18Though while he lives Rhe blesses himself

(For men will praise you when you do well for yourself), 

19He shall go to the generation of his fathers;

They shall never see Rlight.

20A man who is in honor, yet does not understand, 

RIs like the beasts that perish.




PSALM 50

The LORD Shall Judge All People

A Psalm of Asaph.

1The RMighty One, God the LORD, 

Has spoken and called the earth

From the rising of the sun to its going down.

2Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 

RGod will shine forth.

3Our God shall come, and shall not keep silent;

RA fire shall devour before Him, 

And it shall be very tempestuous all around Him.

4RHe shall call to the heavens from above, 

And to the earth, that He may judge His people: 

5“Gather RMy saints together to Me, 

RThose who have made a covenant with Me by sacrifice.” 

6Let the Rheavens declare His righteousness, 

For God Himself is Judge. Selah

7“Hear, O My people, and I will speak, 

O Israel, and I will testify against you;

RI am God, your God!

8I will not Trebuke you Rfor your sacrifices

Or your burnt offerings, 

Which are continually before Me.

9RI will not take a bull from your house, 

Nor goats out of your folds.

10For every beast of the forest is Mine, 

And the cattle on a thousand hills.

11I know all the birds of the mountains, 

And the wild beasts of the field are Mine.

12“If I were hungry, I would not tell you;

RFor the world is Mine, and all its fullness.

13RWill I eat the flesh of bulls, 

Or drink the blood of goats?

14ROffer to God thanksgiving, 

And pay your vows to the Most High.

15RCall upon Me in the day of trouble;

I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.”

16But to the wicked God says:

“What right have you to declare My statutes, 

Or take My covenant in your mouth, 

17RSeeing you hate instruction

And cast My words behind you?

18When you saw a thief, you Rconsented* with him, 

And have been a Rpartaker with adulterers.

19You give your mouth to evil, 

And Ryour tongue frames deceit. 

20You sit and speak against your brother;

You slander your own mother’s son.

21These things you have done, and I kept silent;

RYou thought that I was altogether like you;

But I will rebuke you, 

And set them in order before your eyes.

22“Now consider this, you who Rforget God, 

Lest I tear you in pieces, 

And there be none to deliver:

23Whoever offers praise glorifies Me;

And Rto him who orders his conduct aright

I will show the salvation of God.”




PSALM 51

Confession and Forgiveness of Sin

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David Rwhen Nathan the prophet went to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba.

1Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness;

According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, 

RBlot out my transgressions.

2RWash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

And cleanse me from my sin.

3For I acknowledge my transgressions, 

And my sin is always before me.

4Against You, You only, have I sinned, 

And done this evil in Your sight—

RThat You may be found just when You speak, * 

And blameless when You judge.

5Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

And in sin my mother conceived me.

6Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, 

And in the hidden part You will make me to know wisdom.

7RPurge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;

Wash me, and I shall be Rwhiter than snow.

8Make me hear joy and gladness, 

That the bones You have broken Rmay rejoice.

9Hide Your face from my sins, 

And blot out all my iniquities.

10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

And renew a steadfast spirit within me.

11Do not cast me away from Your presence, 

And do not take Your RHoly Spirit from me.

12Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 

And uphold me by Your Rgenerous Spirit.

13Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, 

And sinners shall be converted to You.

14Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, 

The God of my salvation, 

And my tongue shall sing aloud of Your righteousness.

15O Lord, open my lips, 

And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

16For RYou do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it;

You do not delight in burnt offering.

17The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, 

A broken and a contrite heart—

These, O God, You will not despise.

18Do good in Your good pleasure to Zion;

Build the walls of Jerusalem.

19Then You shall be pleased with Rthe sacrifices of righteousness, 

With burnt offering and whole burnt offering;

Then they shall offer bulls on Your altar.




PSALM 52

The Lord Shall Judge the Deceitful

To the Chief Musician. A Contemplation* of David Rwhen Doeg the Edomite went and Rtold Saul, and said to him, “David has gone to the house of Ahimelech.”

1Why do you boast in evil, O mighty man?

The goodness of God endures continually.

2Your tongue devises destruction, 

Like a sharp razor, working deceitfully.

3You love evil more than good, 

Lying rather than speaking righteousness. Selah

4You love all devouring words, 

You deceitful tongue.

5God shall likewise destroy you forever;

He shall take you away, and pluck you out of your dwelling place, 

And uproot you from the land of the living. Selah

6The righteous also shall see and fear, 

And shall laugh at him, saying, 

7“Here is the man who did not make God his strength, 

But trusted in the abundance of his riches, 

And strengthened himself in his Twickedness.”

8But I am Rlike a green olive tree in the house of God;

I trust in the mercy of God forever and ever.

9I will praise You forever, 

Because You have done it;

And in the presence of Your saints

I will wait on Your name, for it is good.




PSALM 53

A Portrait of the Godless

To the Chief Musician. Set to “Mahalath.” A Contemplation* of David.

1The Rfool has said in his heart, 

They are corrupt, and have done abominable iniquity;

There is none who does good.

2God looks down from heaven upon the children of men, 

To see if there are any who understand, who Rseek God.

3Every one of them has turned aside;

They have together become corrupt;

There is none who does good, 

No, not one.

4Have the workers of iniquity Rno knowledge, 

Who eat up my people as they eat bread, 

And do not call upon God?

5RThere they are in great fear

Where no fear was, 

For God has scattered the bones of him who encamps against you;

You have put them to shame, 

Because God has despised them.

6ROh, that the salvation of Israel would come out of Zion!





When God brings back Tthe captivity of His people, 

Let Jacob rejoice and Israel be glad.




PSALM 54

The Lord Is Our Helper

To the Chief Musician. With stringed instruments.* A Contemplation* of David Rwhen the Ziphites went and said to Saul, “Is David not hiding with us?”

1Save me, O God, by Your name, And vindicate me by Your strength.

2Hear my prayer, O God;

Give ear to the words of my mouth.

3For strangers have risen up against me, 

And oppressors have sought after my life;

They have not set God before them. Selah

4Behold, God is my helper;

The Lord is with those who Tuphold my life.

5He will repay my enemies for their evil.

Cut them off in Your truth.

6I will freely sacrifice to You;

I will praise Your name, O LORD, for it is good.

7For He has delivered me out of all trouble;

RAnd my eye has seen its desire upon my enemies.




PSALM 55

“Cast Your Burden on the LORD”

To the Chief Musician. With stringed instruments.* A Contemplation* of David.

1Give ear to my prayer, O God, And do not hide Yourself from my supplication.

2Attend to me, and hear me;

I RamT restless in my complaint, and moan noisily, 

3Because of the voice of the enemy, 

Because of the oppression of the wicked;

For they bring down trouble upon me, 

And in wrath they hate me.

4RMy heart is severely pained within me, 

And the terrors of death have fallen upon me.

5Fearfulness and trembling have come upon me, 

And horror has overwhelmed me.

6So I said, “Oh, that I had wings like a dove!

I would fly away and be at rest.

7Indeed, I would wander far off, 

And remain in the wilderness. Selah

8I would hasten my escape

From the windy storm and tempest.”

9Destroy, O Lord, and divide their Ttongues, 

For I have seen Rviolence and strife in the city.

10Day and night they go around it on its walls;

RIniquity and trouble are also in the midst of it.

11Destruction is in its midst;

ROppression and deceit do not depart from its streets.

12RFor it is not an enemy who reproaches me;

Then I could bear it.

Nor is it one who hates me who has Rexalted himself against me;

Then I could hide from him.

13But it was you, a man my equal, 

My companion and my acquaintance.

14We took sweet counsel together, 

And Rwalked to the house of God in the throng.

15Let death seize them;

Let them Rgo down alive into Thell, 

For wickedness is in their dwellings and among them.

16As for me, I will call upon God, 

And the LORD shall save me.

17REvening and morning and at noon

I will pray, and cry aloud, 

And He shall hear my voice.

18He has redeemed my soul in peace from the battle that was against me, 

For there were many against me.

19God will hear, and afflict them, 

Even He who abides from of old. Selah

Because they do not change, 

Therefore they do not fear God.

20He has Rput forth his hands against those who were at peace with him;

He has broken his covenant.

21RThe words of his mouth were smoother than butter, 

But war was in his heart;

His words were softer than oil, 

Yet they were drawn swords.

22RCast your burden on the LORD, 

And RHe shall sustain you;

He shall never permit the righteous to be Tmoved.

23But You, O God, shall bring them down to the pit of destruction;

RBloodthirsty and deceitful men Rshall not live out half their days;

But I will trust in You.




PSALM 56

Fears in the Midst of Trials

To the Chief Musician. Set to “The Silent Dove in Distant Lands.”* A Michtam of David when the RPhilistines captured him in Gath.

1Be Rmerciful to me, O God, for man would swallow me up;

Fighting all day he oppresses me.

2My enemies would Rhound me all day, 

For there are many who fight against me, O Most High.

3Whenever I am afraid, 

I will trust in You.

4In God (I will praise His word), 

In God I have put my trust;

RI will not fear.

What can flesh do to me?

5All day they twist my words;

All their thoughts are against me for evil.

6They gather together, 

They hide, they mark my steps, 

When they lie in wait for my life.

7Shall they escape by iniquity?

In anger cast down the peoples, O God!

8You number my wanderings;

Put my tears into Your bottle;

RAre they not in Your book?

9When I cry out to You, 

Then my enemies will turn back;

This I know, because God is for me.

10In God (I will praise His word), 

In the LORD (I will praise His word), 

11In God I have put my trust;

I will not be afraid.

What can man do to me?

12Vows made to You are binding upon me, O God;

I will render praises to You, 

13RFor You have delivered my soul from death.

Have You not kept my feet from falling, 

That I may walk before God

In the Rlight of the living?




PSALM 57

Prayers in the Midst of Perils

To the Chief Musician. Set to “Do Not Destroy.”* A Michtam of David Rwhen he fled from Saul into the cave.

1Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me!

For my soul trusts in You;

RAnd in the shadow of Your wings I will make my refuge, 

Until these calamities have passed by.

2I will cry out to God Most High, 

To God who performs all things for me.

3RHe shall send from heaven and save me;

He reproaches the one who would swallow me up. Selah

God Rshall send forth His mercy and His truth.

4My soul is among lions;

I lie among the sons of men

Who are set on fire, 

Whose teeth are spears and arrows, 

And their tongue a sharp sword.

5Be exalted, O God, above the heavens;

Let Your glory be above all the earth.

6RThey have prepared a net for my steps;

My soul is bowed down;

They have dug a pit before me; 

Into the midst of it they themselves have fallen. Selah

7RMy heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast;

I will sing and give praise.

8Awake, Rmy glory!

Awake, lute and harp!

I will awaken the dawn.

9RI will praise You, O Lord, among the peoples;

I will sing to You among the nations.

10RFor Your mercy reaches unto the heavens, 

And Your truth unto the clouds.

11Be exalted, O God, above the heavens;

Let Your glory be above all the earth.




PSALM 58

Wicked Judges Will Be Judged

To the Chief Musician. Set to “Do Not Destroy.”* A Michtam of David.

1Do you indeed speak righteousness, you silent ones?

Do you judge uprightly, you sons of men?

2No, in heart you work wickedness;

You weigh out the violence of your hands in the earth.

3RThe wicked are estranged from the womb;

They go astray as soon as they are born, speaking lies.

4RTheir poison is like the poison of a serpent;

They are like the deaf cobra that stops its ear, 

5Which will not Rheed the voice of charmers, 

Charming ever so skillfully.

6RBreakT their teeth in their mouth, O God!

Break out the fangs of the young lions, O LORD!

7RLet them flow away as waters which run continually;

When he bends his bow, 

Let his arrows be as if cut in pieces.

8Let them be like a snail which melts away as it goes, 

RLike a stillborn child of a woman, that they may not see the sun.

9Before your Rpots can feel the burning thorns, 

He shall take them away Ras with a whirlwind, 

As in His living and burning wrath.

10The righteous shall rejoice when he sees the Rvengeance;

RHe shall wash his feet in the blood of the wicked, 

11RSo that men will say, 

“Surely there is a reward for the righteous;

Surely He is God who Rjudges in the earth.”




PSALM 59

Petition for Deliverance from Enemies

To the Chief Musician. Set to “Do Not Destroy.”* A Michtam of David when Saul sent men, and they watched the house in order to kill him.

1Deliver me from my enemies, O my God;

TDefend me from those who rise up against me.

2Deliver me from the workers of iniquity, 

And save me from bloodthirsty men.

3For look, they lie in wait for my life;

RThe mighty gather against me, 

Not for my transgression nor for my sin, O LORD.

4They run and prepare themselves through no fault of mine.

Awake to help me, and behold!

5You therefore, O LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel, 

Awake to punish all the Tnations;

Do not be merciful to any wicked transgressors. Selah 

6RAt evening they return, 

They growl like a dog, 

And go all around the city.

7Indeed, they belch with their mouth;

RSwords are in their lips;

For they say, R“Who hears?”

8But RYou, O LORD, shall laugh at them;

You shall have all the Tnations in derision.

9I will wait for You, O You his Strength;*

RFor God is my defense.

10My God of mercy* shall Rcome to meet me;

God shall let Rme see my desire on my enemies.

11Do not slay them, lest my people forget;

Scatter them by Your power, 

And bring them down, 

O Lord our shield.

12RFor the sin of their mouth and the words of their lips, 

Let them even be taken in their pride, 

And for the cursing and lying which they speak.

13RConsume them in wrath, consume them, 

That they may not be;

And Rlet them know that God rules in Jacob

To the ends of the earth. Selah

14And Rat evening they return, 

They growl like a dog, 

And go all around the city.

15They wander up and down for food, 

And howl* if they are not satisfied.

16But I will sing of Your power;

Yes, I will sing aloud of Your mercy in the morning;

For You have been my defense

And refuge in the day of my trouble.

17To You, RO my Strength, I will sing praises;

For God is my defense, 

My God of mercy.




PSALM 60

A Prayer for Deliverance of the Nation

To the Chief Musician. RSet to “Lily of the Testimony.”* A Michtam of David. For teaching. When he fought against Mesopotamia and Syria of Zobah, and Joab returned and killed twelve thousand Edomites in the Valley of Salt.

1O GOD, RYou have cast us off;

You have broken us down;

You have been displeased;

Oh, restore us again!

2You have made the earth tremble;

You have broken it;

Heal its breaches, for it is shaking.

3RYou have shown Your people hard things;

RYou have made us drink the wine of Tconfusion.

4RYou have given a banner to those who fear You, 

That it may be displayed because of the truth. Selah

5RThat Your beloved may be delivered, 

Save with Your right hand, and hear me.

6God has Rspoken in His holiness:

“I will rejoice;

I will Rdivide RShechem 

And measure out the Valley of Succoth.

7Gilead is Mine, and Manasseh is Mine;

REphraim also is the Thelmet for My head;

RJudah is My lawgiver.

8RMoab is My washpot;

ROver Edom I will cast My shoe;

RPhilistia, shout in triumph because of Me.”

9Who will bring me to the strong city?

Who will lead me to Edom?

10Is it not You, O God, Rwho cast us off?

And You, O God, who did Rnot go out with our armies?

11Give us help from trouble, 

For the help of man is useless.

12Through God Rwe will do valiantly, 

For it is He who shall tread down our enemies.*




PSALM 61

A Prayer When Overwhelmed

To the Chief Musician. On a stringed instrument.* A Psalm of David.

1Hear my cry, O God; Attend to my prayer.

2From the end of the earth I will cry to You, 

When my heart is overwhelmed;

Lead me to the rock that is higher than I.

3For You have been a shelter for me, 

A strong tower from the enemy.

4I will abide in Your Ttabernacle forever;

RI will trust in the shelter of Your wings. Selah

5For You, O God, have heard my vows;

You have given me the heritage of those who fear Your name.

6You will prolong the king’s life, 

His years as many generations.

7He shall abide before God forever.

Oh, prepare mercy Rand truth, which may preserve him!

8So I will sing praise to Your name forever, 

That I may daily perform my vows.




PSALM 62

Wait for God

To the Chief Musician. To RJeduthun. A Psalm of David.

1Truly Rmy soul silently waits for God; From Him comes my salvation. 

2He only is my rock and my salvation;

He is my Tdefense;

I shall not be greatly Rmoved. 

3How long will you attack a man?

You shall be slain, all of you, 

Like a leaning wall and a tottering fence.

4They only consult to cast him down from his high position;

They Rdelight in lies;

They bless with their mouth, 

But they curse inwardly. Selah

5My soul, wait silently for God alone, 

For my Texpectation is from Him.

6He only is my rock and my salvation;

He is my defense;

I shall not be Tmoved.

7RIn God is my salvation and my glory;

The rock of my strength, 

And my refuge, is in God. 

8Trust in Him at all times, you people;

Pour out your heart before Him;

God is a refuge for us. Selah

9RSurely men of low degree are a vapor, 

Men of high degree are a lie; 

If they are weighed on the scales, 

They are altogether lighter than vapor.

10Do not trust in oppression, 

Nor vainly hope in robbery;

RIf riches increase, 

Do not set your heart on them.

11God has spoken once, 

Twice I have heard this:

That power belongs to God.

12Also to You, O Lord, belongs mercy;

For RYou Trender to each one according to his work.




PSALM 63

Thirst for God

A Psalm of David Rwhen he was in the wilderness of Judah.

1O GOD, You are my God; Early will I seek You;

RMy soul thirsts for You;

My flesh longs for You

In a dry and thirsty land

Where there is no water.

2So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, 

To see Your power and Your glory.

3RBecause Your lovingkindness is better than life, 

My lips shall praise You.

4Thus I will bless You while I live;

I will lift up my hands in Your name.

5My soul shall be satisfied as with Tmarrow and Tfatness, 

And my mouth shall praise You with joyful lips.

6When I remember You on my bed, 

I meditate on You in the night watches.

7Because You have been my help, 

Therefore in the shadow of Your wings I will rejoice.

8My soul follows close behind You;

Your right hand upholds me.

9But those who seek my life, to destroy it, 

Shall go into the lower parts of the earth.

10They shall fall by the sword;

They shall be a portion for jackals.

11But the king shall rejoice in God;

REveryone who swears by Him shall glory;

But the mouth of those who speak lies shall be stopped.




PSALM 64

A Prayer for God’s Protection

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

1Hear my voice, O God, in my Tmeditation;

Preserve my life from fear of the enemy.

2Hide me from the secret plots of the wicked, 

From the rebellion of the workers of iniquity, 

3Who sharpen their tongue like a sword, 

RAnd bend their bows to shoot their arrows—bitter words, 

4That they may shoot in secret at the blameless;

Suddenly they shoot at him and do not fear.

5They encourage themselves in an evil matter;

They talk of laying snares secretly;

They say, “Who will see them?”

6They devise iniquities:

“We have perfected a shrewd scheme.”

Both the inward thought and the heart of man are deep.

7But God shall shoot at them with an arrow;

Suddenly they shall be wounded.

8So He will make them stumble over their own tongue;

All who see them shall flee away.

9All men shall fear, 

And shall declare the work of God;

For they shall wisely consider His doing.

10RThe righteous shall be glad in the LORD, and trust in Him.

And all the upright in heart shall glory.




PSALM 65

God’s Provision Through Nature

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David. A Song.

1Praise is awaiting You, O God, in Zion; And to You the vow shall be performed.

2O You who hear prayer, 

RTo You all flesh will come.

3Iniquities prevail against me;

As for our transgressions, 

You will provide atonement for them.

4Blessed is the man You choose, 

And cause to approach You, 

That he may dwell in Your courts.

RWe shall be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, 

Of Your holy temple.

5By awesome deeds in righteousness You will answer us, 

O God of our salvation, 

You who are the confidence of all the ends of the earth, 

And of the far-off seas;

6Who established the mountains by His strength, 

RBeing clothed with power;

7RYou who still the noise of the seas, 

The noise of their waves, 

And the tumult of the peoples.

8They also who dwell in the farthest parts are afraid of Your signs;

You make the outgoings of the morning and evening Trejoice.

9You visit the earth and Rwater it, 

You greatly enrich it;

The river of God is full of water;

You provide their grain, 

For so You have prepared it.

10You water its ridges abundantly, 

You settle its furrows;

You make it soft with showers, 

You bless its growth.

11You crown the year with Your goodness, 

And Your paths drip with abundance.

12They drop on the pastures of the wilderness, 

And the little hills rejoice on every side.

13The pastures are clothed with flocks;

The valleys also are covered with grain;

They shout for joy, they also sing.




PSALM 66

Remember What God Has Done

To the Chief Musician. A Song. A Psalm.

1Make Ra joyful shout to God, all the earth!

2Sing out the honor of His name;

Make His praise glorious.

3Say to God, 

“How Rawesome are Your works!

RThrough the greatness of Your power

Your enemies shall submit themselves to You.

4RAll the earth shall worship You 

And sing praises to You;

They shall sing praises to Your name.” Selah

5Come and see the works of God;

He is awesome in His doing toward the sons of men.

6RHe turned the sea into dry land;

They went through the river on foot.

There we will rejoice in Him.

7He rules by His power forever;

His eyes observe the nations;

Do not let the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah

8Oh, bless our God, you peoples!

And make the voice of His praise to be heard, 

9Who keeps our soul among the living, 

And does not allow our feet to Tbe moved.

10For You, O God, have tested us;

You have refined us as silver is refined.

11RYou brought us into the net;

You laid affliction on our backs.

12RYou have caused men to ride over our heads;

RWe went through fire and through water;

But You brought us out to Trich fulfillment.

13RI will go into Your house with burnt offerings;

RI will pay You my vows, 

14Which my lips have uttered

And my mouth has spoken when I was in trouble.

15I will offer You burnt sacrifices of fat animals, 

With the sweet aroma of rams;

I will offer bulls with goats. Selah

16Come and hear, all you who fear God, 

And I will declare what He has done for my soul.

17I cried to Him with my mouth, 

And He was extolled with my tongue.

18RIf I regard iniquity in my heart, 

The Lord will not hear.

19But certainly God Rhas heard me;

He has attended to the voice of my prayer.

20Blessed be God, 

Who has not turned away my prayer, 

Nor His mercy from me!




PSALM 67

God Shall Govern the Earth

To the Chief Musician. On stringed instruments.* A Psalm. A Song.

1God be merciful to us and bless us, And Rcause His face to shine upon us, Selah

2That Your way may be known on earth, 

Your salvation among all nations.

3Let the peoples praise You, O God;

Let all the peoples praise You.

4Oh, let the nations be glad and sing for joy!

For RYou shall judge the people righteously, 

And govern the nations on earth. Selah

5Let the peoples praise You, O God;

Let all the peoples praise You.

6Then the earth shall yield her increase;

God, our own God, shall bless us.

7God shall bless us, 

And all the ends of the earth shall fear Him.




PSALM 68

God Is the Father of the Fatherless

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David. A Song.

1Let RGod arise, 

Let His enemies be scattered;

Let those also who hate Him flee before Him.

2RAs smoke is driven away, 

So drive them away;

RAs wax melts before the fire, 

So let the wicked perish at the presence of God.

3But Rlet the righteous be glad;

Let them rejoice before God;

Yes, let them rejoice exceedingly.

4Sing to God, sing praises to His name;

Extol Him who rides on the clouds, *

RBy His name YAH, 

And rejoice before Him.

5RA father of the fatherless, a defender of widows, 

Is God in His holy habitation.

6RGod sets the solitary in families;

RHe brings out those who are bound into prosperity;

But the rebellious dwell in a dry land.

7O God, Rwhen You went out before Your people, 

When You marched through the wilderness, Selah

8The earth shook;

The heavens also dropped rain at the presence of God;

Sinai itself was moved at the presence of God, the God of Israel.

9RYou, O God, sent a plentiful rain, 

Whereby You confirmed Your inheritance, 

When it was weary.

10Your congregation dwelt in it;

RYou, O God, provided from Your goodness for the poor.

11The Lord gave the word;

Great was the Tcompany of those who proclaimed it:

12“KingsR of armies flee, they flee, 

And she who remains at home divides the Tspoil.

13RThough you lie down among the Tsheepfolds, 

RYou will be like the wings of a dove covered with silver, 

And her feathers with yellow gold.”

14When the Almighty scattered kings in it, 

It was white as snow in Zalmon.

15A mountain of God is the mountain of Bashan;

A mountain of many peaks is the mountain of Bashan.

16Why do you Tfume with envy, you mountains of many peaks?

RThis is the mountain which God desires to dwell in;

Yes, the LORD will dwell in it forever.

17RThe chariots of God are twenty thousand, 

Even thousands of thousands;

The Lord is among them as in Sinai, in the Holy Place.

18RYou have ascended on high, 

RYou have led captivity captive; 

You have received gifts among men, 

Even from Rthe rebellious, 

That the LORD God might dwell there.

19Blessed be the Lord, 

Who daily loads us with benefits, 

The God of our salvation! Selah

20Our God is the God of salvation;

And Rto GOD the Lord belong escapes from death.

21But RGod will wound the head of His enemies, 

RThe hairy scalp of the one who still goes on in his trespasses.

22The Lord said, “I will bring Rback from Bashan, 

I will bring them back Rfrom the depths of the sea, 

23RThat your foot may crush them* in blood, 

And the tongues of your dogs may have their portion from your enemies.”

24They have seen Your Tprocession, O God, 

The procession of my God, my King, into the sanctuary.

25RThe singers went before, the players on instruments followed after; 

Among them were the maidens playing timbrels.

26Bless God in the congregations, 

The Lord, from the fountain of Israel.

27RThere is little Benjamin, their leader, 

The princes of Judah and their Tcompany, 

The princes of Zebulun and the princes of Naphtali.

28Your God has Rcommanded* your strength; 

Strengthen, O God, what You have done for us.

29Because of Your temple at Jerusalem, 

Kings will bring presents to You.

30Rebuke the beasts of the reeds, 

RThe herd of bulls with the calves of the peoples, 

Till everyone Rsubmits himself with pieces of silver.

Scatter the peoples who delight in war.

31Envoys will come out of Egypt;

REthiopia will quickly Rstretch out her hands to God.

32Sing to God, you Rkingdoms of the earth;

Oh, sing praises to the Lord, Selah

33To Him Rwho rides on the heaven of heavens, which were of old!

Indeed, He sends out His voice, a Rmighty voice.

34RAscribe strength to God;

His excellence is over Israel, 

And His strength is in the clouds.

35O God, RYou are more awesome than Your holy places.

The God of Israel is He who gives strength and power to His people.

Blessed be God!




PSALM 69

Petition for God to Draw Near

To the Chief Musician. Set to “The Lilies.”* A Psalm of David.

1Save me, O God! For Rthe waters have come up to my Tneck.

2RI sink in deep mire, 

Where there is no standing;

I have come into deep waters, 

Where the floods overflow me.

3RI am weary with my crying;

My throat is dry;

My eyes fail while I wait for my God.

4Those who Rhate me without a cause

Are more than the hairs of my head;

They are mighty who would destroy me, 

Being my enemies wrongfully;

Though I have stolen nothing, 

I still must restore it.

5O God, You know my foolishness;

And my sins are not hidden from You.

6Let not those who Twait for You, O Lord GOD of hosts, be ashamed because of me;

Let not those who seek You be Tconfounded because of me, O God of Israel.

7 Because Rfor Your sake I have borne reproach;

Shame has covered my face.

8RI have become a stranger to my brothers, 

And an alien to my mother’s children;

9RBecause zeal for Your house has eaten me up, 

And the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me.

10When I wept and chastened my soul with fasting, 

That became my reproach.

11I also made sackcloth my garment;

I became a byword to them.

12Those who Tsit in the gate speak against me, 

And I am the song of the drunkards.

13But as for me, my prayer is to You, 

O LORD, in the acceptable time;

O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, 

Hear me in the truth of Your salvation.

14Deliver me out of the mire, 

And let me not sink;

Let me be delivered from those who hate me, 

And out of the deep waters.

15Let not the floodwater overflow me, 

Nor let the deep swallow me up;

And let not the pit shut its mouth on me.

16Hear me, O LORD, for Your lovingkindness is good;

Turn to me according to the multitude of Your tender mercies.

17And do not hide Your face from Your servant, 

For I am in trouble;

Hear me speedily.

18Draw near to my soul, and redeem it;

Deliver me because of my enemies.

19You know Rmy reproach, my shame, and my dishonor;

My adversaries are all before You.

20RReproach has broken my heart, 

And I am full of heaviness;

RI looked for someone to take pity, but there was none;

And for comforters, but I found none.

21They also gave me gall for my food, 

RAnd for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.

22RLet their table become a snare before them, 

And their well-being a trap.

23RLet their eyes be darkened, so that they do not see;

And make their loins shake continually.

24RPour out Your indignation upon them, 

And let Your wrathful anger take hold of them.

25RLet their dwelling place be desolate;

Let no one live in their tents.

26For they persecute the ones RYou have struck, 

And talk of the grief of those You have wounded.

27RAdd iniquity to their iniquity, 

RAnd let them not come into Your righteousness.

28Let them Rbe blotted out of the book of the living, 

And not be written with the righteous.

29But I am poor and sorrowful;

Let Your salvation, O God, set me up on high.

30RI will praise the name of God with a song, 

And will magnify Him with thanksgiving.

31RThis also shall please the LORD better than an ox or bull, 

Which has horns and hooves.

32RThe humble shall see this and be glad;

And you who seek God, Ryour hearts shall live.

33For the LORD hears the poor, 

And does not despise His prisoners.

34RLet heaven and earth praise Him, 

The seas Rand everything that moves in them.

35RFor God will save Zion

And build the cities of Judah, 

That they may dwell there and possess it.

36Also, Rthe Tdescendants of His servants shall inherit it, 

And those who love His name shall dwell in it.




PSALM 70

Prayer for the Poor and Needy

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David. RTo bring to remembrance.

1MAKE haste, O God, to deliver me! Make haste to help me, O LORD!

2RLet them be ashamed and confounded

Who seek my life;

Let them be turned back* and confused

Who desire my hurt.

3RLet them be turned back because of their shame, 

Who say, “Aha, aha!”

4Let all those who seek You rejoice and be glad in You;

And let those who love Your salvation say continually, 

“Let God be magnified!”

5RBut I am poor and needy;

RMake haste to me, O God!

You are my help and my deliverer;

O LORD, do not delay.




PSALM 71

Prayer for the Aged

1In RYou, O LORD, I put my trust;

2RDeliver me in Your righteousness, and cause me to escape;

Incline Your ear to me, and save me.

3RBe my strong refuge, 

To which I may resort continually;

You have given the Rcommandment to save me, 

For You are my rock and my fortress.

4RDeliver me, O my God, out of the hand of the wicked, 

Out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man.

5For You are my hope, O Lord GOD;

You are my trust from my youth.

6RBy You I have been upheld from birth;

You are He who took me out of my mother’s womb.

My praise shall be continually of You.

7RI have become as a wonder to many, 

But You are my strong refuge.

8Let my mouth be filled with Your praise

And with Your glory all the day.

9Do not cast me off in the time of old age;

Do not forsake me when my strength fails.

10For my enemies speak against me;

And those who lie in wait for my life Rtake counsel together, 

11Saying, “God has forsaken him;

Pursue and take him, for there is none to deliver him.”

12RO God, do not be far from me;

O my God, make haste to help me!

13Let them be Tconfounded and consumed

Who are adversaries of my life;

Let them be covered with reproach and dishonor

Who seek my hurt.

14But I will hope continually, 

And will praise You yet more and more.

15My mouth shall tell of Your righteousness

And Your salvation all the day, 

For I do not know their limits.

16I will go in the strength of the Lord GOD;

I will make mention of Your righteousness, of Yours only.

17O God, You have taught me from my Ryouth;

And to this day I declare Your wondrous works.

18Now also Rwhen I am old and grayheaded, 

O God, do not forsake me, 

Until I declare Your strength to this generation, 

Your power to everyone who is to come.

19Also RYour righteousness, O God, is very high, 

You who have done great things;

RO God, who is like You?

20RYou, who have shown me great and severe troubles, 

RShall revive me again, 

And bring me up again from the depths of the earth.

21You shall increase my greatness, 

And comfort me on every side.

22Also with the lute I will praise You—

And Your faithfulness, O my God!

To You I will sing with the harp, 

O RHoly One of Israel.

23My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing to You, 

And Rmy soul, which You have redeemed.

24My tongue also shall talk of Your righteousness all the day long;

For they are confounded, 

For they are brought to shame

Who seek my hurt.




PSALM 72

The Reign of the Messiah

A Psalm Rof Solomon.

1Give the king Your judgments, O God, And Your righteousness to the king’s Son.

2RHe will judge Your people with righteousness, 

And Your poor with justice.

3RThe mountains will bring peace to the people, 

And the little hills, by righteousness.

4RHe will bring justice to the poor of the people;

He will save the children of the needy, 

And will break in pieces the oppressor.

5They shall fear You*

RAs long as the sun and moon endure, 

Throughout all generations.

6RHe shall come down like rain upon the grass before mowing, 

Like showers that water the earth.

7In His days the righteous shall flourish, 

RAnd abundance of peace, 

Until the moon is no more.

8RHe shall have dominion also from sea to sea, 

And from the River to the ends of the earth.

9RThose who dwell in the wilderness will bow before Him, 

RAnd His enemies will lick the dust.

10RThe kings of Tarshish and of the isles

Will bring presents;

The kings of Sheba and Seba

Will offer gifts.

11RYes, all kings shall fall down before Him;

All nations shall serve Him. 

12For He Rwill deliver the needy when he cries, 

The Rpoor also, and him who has no helper.

13He will spare the poor and needy, 

And will save the souls of the needy.

14He will redeem their life from oppression and violence;

And Rprecious shall be their blood in His sight.

15And He shall live;

And the gold of RSheba will be given to Him;

Prayer also will be made for Him continually, 

And daily He shall be praised.

16There will be an abundance of grain in the earth, 

On the top of the mountains;

Its fruit shall wave like Lebanon;

RAnd those of the city shall flourish like grass of the earth.

17RHis name shall endure forever;

His name shall continue as long as the sun.

And men shall be blessed in Him;

All nations shall call Him blessed.

18RBlessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, 

Who only does wondrous things!

19And Rblessed be His glorious name forever!

RAnd let the whole earth be filled with His glory.

Amen and Amen.

20The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended.




BOOK THREE

Psalms 73–89

PSALM 73

The Perspective of Eternity

A Psalm of RAsaph.

1Truly God is good to Israel, To such as are pure in heart.

2But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled;

My steps had nearly Rslipped.

3RFor I was envious of the boastful, 

When I saw the prosperity of the Rwicked.

4For there are no Tpangs in their death, 

But their strength is firm.

5They are not in trouble as other men, 

Nor are they plagued like other men.

6Therefore pride serves as their necklace;

Violence covers them like a garment.

7Their eyes bulge* with abundance;

They have more than heart could wish.

8RThey scoff and speak wickedly concerning oppression;

They Rspeak Tloftily.

9They set their mouth Ragainst the heavens, 

And their tongue walks through the earth.

10Therefore his people return here, 

RAnd waters of a full cup are drained by them.

11And they say, R“How does God know?

And is there knowledge in the Most High?”

12Behold, these are the ungodly, 

Who are always at ease;

They increase in riches.

13Surely I have cleansed my heart in Rvain, 

And washed my hands in innocence.

14For all day long I have been plagued, 

And chastened every morning.

15If I had said, “I will speak thus, ”

Behold, I would have been untrue to the generation of Your children.

16When I thought how to understand this, 

It was too painful for me—

17Until I went into the sanctuary of God;

Then I understood their end.

18Surely You set them in slippery places;

You cast them down to destruction.

19Oh, how they are brought to desolation, as in a moment!

They are utterly consumed with terrors.

20As a dream when one awakes, 

So, Lord, when You awake, 

You shall despise their image.

21Thus my heart was grieved, 

And I was vexed in my mind.

22RI was so foolish and ignorant;

I was like a beast before You.

23Nevertheless I am continually with You;

You hold me by my right hand.

24You will guide me with Your counsel, 

And afterward receive me to glory.

25RWhom have I in heaven but You?

And there is none upon earth that I desire besides You.

26RMy flesh and my heart fail;

But God is the Tstrength of my heart and my Rportion forever.

27For indeed, Rthose who are far from You shall perish;

You have destroyed all those who desert You for harlotry.

28But it is good for me to Rdraw near to God;

I have put my trust in the Lord GOD, 

That I may declare all Your works.




PSALM 74

Request for God to Remember His Covenant

A Contemplation* of Asaph.

1O GOD, why have You cast us off forever?

Why does Your anger smoke against the sheep of Your pasture?

2Remember Your congregation, which You have purchased of old, 

The tribe of Your inheritance, which You have redeemed—

This Mount Zion where You have dwelt.

3Lift up Your feet to the perpetual desolations.

The enemy has damaged everything in the sanctuary.

4RYour enemies roar in the midst of Your meeting place;

They set up their banners for signs.

5They seem like men who lift up

Axes among the thick trees.

6And now they break down its carved work, all at once, 

With axes and hammers.

7They have set fire to Your sanctuary;

They have defiled the dwelling place of Your name to the ground.

8RThey said in their hearts, 

“Let us Tdestroy them altogether.”

They have burned up all the meeting places of God in the land.

9We do not see our signs;

RThere is no longer any prophet;

Nor is there any among us who knows how long.

10O God, how long will the adversary Treproach?

Will the enemy blaspheme Your name forever?

11RWhy do You withdraw Your hand, even Your right hand?

Take it out of Your bosom and destroy them.

12For RGod is my King from of old, 

Working salvation in the midst of the earth.

13RYou divided the sea by Your strength;

You broke the heads of the Tsea serpents in the waters.

14You broke the heads of Leviathan in pieces, 

And gave him as food to the people inhabiting the wilderness.

15RYou broke open the fountain and the flood;

RYou dried up mighty rivers.

16The day is Yours, the night also is RYours;

RYou have prepared the light and the sun.

17You have Rset all the borders of the earth;

You have made summer and winter.

18Remember this, that the enemy has reproached, O LORD, 

And that a foolish people has blasphemed Your name.

19Oh, do not deliver the life of Your turtledove to the wild beast!

Do not forget the life of Your poor forever.

20Have respect to the covenant;

For the dark places of the earth are full of the Thaunts of cruelty.

21Oh, do not let the oppressed return ashamed!

Let the poor and needy praise Your name.

22Arise, O God, plead Your own cause;

Remember how the foolish man Treproaches You daily.

23Do not forget the voice of Your enemies;

The tumult of those who rise up against You increases continually.




PSALM 75

“God Is the Judge”

To the Chief Musician. Set to R“Do Not Destroy.”* A Psalm of Asaph. A Song.

1We give thanks to You, O God, we give thanks!

For Your wondrous works declare that Your name is near.

2“When I choose the Tproper time, 

I will judge uprightly.

3The earth and all its inhabitants are dissolved;

I set up its pillars firmly. Selah

4“I said to the boastful, ‘Do not deal boastfully, ’

And to the wicked, R‘Do not lift up the horn. 

5Do not lift up your horn on high;

Do not speak with a stiff neck.’ ”

6For exaltation comes neither from the east

Nor from the west nor from the south.

7But RGod is the Judge:

RHe puts down one, 

And exalts another.

8For Rin the hand of the LORD there is a cup, 

And the wine is red;

It is fully mixed, and He pours it out;

Surely its dregs shall all the wicked of the earth

Drain and drink down.

9But I will declare forever, 

I will sing praises to the God of Jacob.

10“AllR the Thorns of the wicked I will also cut off, 

But Rthe horns of the righteous shall be Rexalted.”




PSALM 76

The Glorious Might of God

To the Chief Musician. On stringed instruments.* A Psalm of Asaph. A Song.

1In RJudah God is known;

2In Salem* also is His tabernacle, 

And His dwelling place in Zion.

3There He broke the arrows of the bow, 

The shield and sword of battle. Selah

4You are more glorious and excellent

RThan the mountains of prey.

5The stouthearted were plundered;

RThey have sunk into their sleep;

And none of the mighty men have found the use of their hands.

6RAt Your rebuke, O God of Jacob, 

Both the chariot and horse were cast into a dead sleep.

7You, Yourself, are to be feared;

And Rwho may stand in Your presence

When once You are angry?

8RYou caused judgment to be heard from heaven;

The earth feared and was still, 

9When God Rarose to judgment, 

To deliver all the oppressed of the earth. Selah

10RSurely the wrath of man shall praise You;

With the remainder of wrath You shall gird Yourself.

11RMake vows to the LORD your God, and pay them;

RLet all who are around Him bring presents to Him who ought to be feared.

12He shall cut off the spirit of princes;

He is awesome to the kings of the earth.




PSALM 77

When Overwhelmed, Remember God’s Greatness

To the Chief Musician. RTo Jeduthun. A Psalm of Asaph.

1I CRIED out to God with my voice— To God with my voice;

And He gave ear to me.

2In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord;

My hand was stretched out in the night without ceasing;

My soul refused to be comforted.

3I remembered God, and was troubled;

I complained, and my spirit was overwhelmed. Selah

4You hold my eyelids open;

I am so troubled that I cannot speak.

5I have considered the days of old, 

The years of ancient times.

6I call to remembrance my song in the night;

I meditate within my heart, 

And my spirit makes diligent search.

7Will the Lord cast off forever?

And will He be favorable no more?

8Has His mercy ceased forever?

Has His promise failed forevermore?

9Has God forgotten to be gracious?

Has He in anger shut up His tender mercies? Selah

10And I said, “This is my anguish;

But I will remember the years of the right hand of the Most High.”

11I will remember the works of the LORD;

Surely I will remember Your wonders of old.

12I will also meditate on all Your work, 

And talk of Your deeds.

13Your way, O God, is in the sanctuary;

Who is so great a God as our God?

14You are the God who does wonders;

You have declared Your strength among the peoples.

15You have with Your arm redeemed Your people, 

The sons of Jacob and Joseph. Selah

16The waters saw You, O God;

The waters saw You, they were Rafraid;

The depths also trembled.

17The clouds poured out water;

The skies sent out a sound;

Your arrows also flashed about.

18The voice of Your thunder was in the whirlwind;

The lightnings lit up the world;

The earth trembled and shook.

19Your way was in the sea, 

Your path in the great waters, 

And Your footsteps were not known.

20You led Your people like a flock

By the hand of Moses and Aaron.




PSALM 78

God’s Continued Guidance in Spite of Unbelief

A RContemplation* of Asaph.

1Give ear, O my people, to my law; Incline your ears to the words of my mouth.

2I will open my mouth in a parable;

I will utter dark sayings of old, 

3Which we have heard and known, 

And our fathers have told us.

4RWe will not hide them from their children, 

RTelling to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, 

And His strength and His wonderful works that He has done.

5For RHe established a testimony in Jacob, 

And appointed a law in Israel, 

Which He commanded our fathers, 

That Rthey should make them known to their children;

6RThat the generation to come might know them, 

The children who would be born, 

That they may arise and declare them to their children, 

7That they may set their hope in God, 

And not forget the works of God, 

But keep His commandments;

8And Rmay not be like their fathers, 

RA stubborn and rebellious generation, 

A generation Rthat did not set its heart aright, 

And whose spirit was not faithful to God.

9The children of Ephraim, being armed and Tcarrying bows, 

Turned back in the day of battle.

10They did not keep the covenant of God;

They refused to walk in His law, 

11And Rforgot His works

And His wonders that He had shown them.

12RMarvelous things He did in the sight of their fathers, 

In the land of Egypt, Rin the field of Zoan.

13RHe divided the sea and caused them to pass through;

And RHe made the waters stand up like a heap.

14RIn the daytime also He led them with the cloud, 

And all the night with a light of fire.

15RHe split the rocks in the wilderness, 

And gave them drink in abundance like the depths.

16He also brought Rstreams out of the rock, 

And caused waters to run down like rivers.

17But they sinned even more against Him

By Rrebelling against the Most High in the wilderness.

18And they tested God in their heart

By asking for the food of their fancy.

19RYes, they spoke against God:

They said, “Can God prepare a table in the wilderness?

20RBehold, He struck the rock, 

So that the waters gushed out, 

And the streams overflowed.

Can He give bread also?

Can He provide meat for His people?”

21Therefore the LORD heard this and Rwas furious;

So a fire was kindled against Jacob, 

And anger also came up against Israel, 

22Because they did not believe in God, 

And did not trust in His salvation.

23Yet He had commanded the clouds above, 

And opened the doors of heaven, 

24Had rained down manna on them to eat, 

And given them of the bread of heaven.

25Men ate angels’ food;

He sent them food to Tthe full.

26RHe caused an east wind to blow in the heavens;

And by His power He brought in the south wind.

27He also rained meat on them like the dust, 

Feathered fowl like the sand of the seas;

28And He let them fall in the midst of their camp, 

All around their dwellings.

29So they ate and were well filled, 

For He gave them their own desire.

30They were not Tdeprived of their craving;

But Rwhile their food was still in their mouths, 

31The wrath of God came against them, 

And slew the stoutest of them, 

And struck down the choice men of Israel.

32In spite of this Rthey still sinned, 

And Rdid not believe in His wondrous works.

33RTherefore their days He consumed in futility, 

And their years in fear.

34RWhen He slew them, then they sought Him;

And they returned and sought earnestly for God.

35Then they remembered that RGod was their rock, 

And the Most High God their Redeemer.

36Nevertheless they Rflattered Him with their mouth, 

And they lied to Him with their tongue;

37For their heart was not steadfast with Him, 

Nor were they faithful in His covenant.

38RBut He, being full of Rcompassion, forgave their iniquity, 

And did not destroy them.

Yes, many a time RHe turned His anger away, 

And did not stir up all His wrath;

39For RHe remembered Rthat they were but flesh, 

RA breath that passes away and does not come again.

40How often they Rprovoked Him in the wilderness, 

And grieved Him in the desert!

41Yes, again and again they tempted God, 

And limited the Holy One of Israel.

42They did not remember His Tpower:

The day when He redeemed them from the enemy, 

43When He worked His signs in Egypt, 

And His wonders in the field of Zoan;

44RTurned their rivers into blood, 

And their streams, that they could not drink.

45RHe sent swarms of flies among them, which devoured them, 

And frogs, which destroyed them.

46He also gave their crops to the caterpillar, 

And their labor to the locust.

47He destroyed their vines with hail, 

And their sycamore trees with frost.

48He also gave up their cattle to the hail, 

And their flocks to fiery lightning.

49He cast on them the fierceness of His anger, 

Wrath, indignation, and trouble, 

By sending angels of destruction among them.

50He made a path for His anger;

He did not spare their soul from death, 

But gave their life over to the plague, 

51And destroyed all the Rfirstborn in Egypt, 

The first of their strength in the tents of Ham.

52But He Rmade His own people go forth like sheep, 

And guided them in the wilderness like a flock;

53And He Rled them on safely, so that they did not fear;

But the sea Roverwhelmed their enemies.

54And He brought them to His Rholy border, 

This mountain Rwhich His right hand had acquired.

55RHe also drove out the nations before them, 

RAllotted them an inheritance by survey, 

And made the tribes of Israel dwell in their tents. 

56RYet they tested and provoked the Most High God, 

And did not keep His testimonies, 

57But Rturned back and acted unfaithfully like their fathers;

They were turned aside Rlike a deceitful bow.

58RFor they provoked Him to anger with their Rhigh places, 

And moved Him to jealousy with their carved images.

59When God heard this, He was furious, 

And greatly abhorred Israel, 

60RSo that He forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, 

The tent He had placed among men, 

61RAnd delivered His strength into captivity, 

And His glory into the enemy’s hand.

62RHe also gave His people over to the sword, 

And was furious with His inheritance.

63The fire consumed their young men, 

And Rtheir maidens were not given in marriage.

64Their priests fell by the sword, 

And their widows made no lamentation.

65Then the Lord awoke as from sleep, 

RLike a mighty man who shouts because of wine.

66And He beat back His enemies;

He put them to a perpetual reproach.

67Moreover He rejected the tent of Joseph, 

And did not choose the tribe of Ephraim, 

68But chose the tribe of Judah, 

Mount Zion Rwhich He loved.

69And He built His Rsanctuary like the heights, 

Like the earth which He has established forever.

70He also chose David His servant, 

And took him from the sheepfolds;

71From following Rthe ewes that had young He brought him, 

RTo shepherd Jacob His people, 

And Israel His inheritance.

72So he shepherded them according to the Rintegrity of his heart, 

And guided them by the skillfulness of his hands.




PSALM 79

Avenge the Defilement of Jerusalem

A Psalm of Asaph.

1O GOD, the Tnations have come into RYour inheritance;

Your holy temple they have defiled;

They have laid Jerusalem in heaps.

2RThe dead bodies of Your servants

They have given as food for the birds of the heavens, 

The flesh of Your saints to the beasts of the earth.

3Their blood they have shed like water all around Jerusalem, 

And there was no one to bury them.

4We have become a reproach to our Rneighbors, 

A scorn and derision to those who are around us.

5RHow long, LORD?

Will You be angry forever?

Will Your jealousy burn like fire?

6RPour out Your wrath on the nations that do not know You, 

And on the kingdoms that Rdo not call on Your name.

7For they have devoured Jacob, 

And laid waste his dwelling place.

8ROh, do not remember former iniquities against us!

Let Your tender mercies come speedily to meet us, 

For we have been brought very low.

9Help us, O God of our salvation, 

For the glory of Your name;

And deliver us, and provide atonement for our sins, 

RFor Your name’s sake!

10RWhy should the Tnations say, 

“Where is their God?” 

Let there be known among the nations in our sight

The avenging of the blood of Your servants which has been shed.

11Let Rthe groaning of the prisoner come before You;

According to the greatness of Your Tpower

Preserve those who are appointed to die;

12And return to our neighbors Rsevenfold into their bosom

Their reproach with which they have reproached You, O Lord.

13So Rwe, Your people and sheep of Your pasture, 

Will give You thanks forever;

RWe will show forth Your praise to all generations.




PSALM 80

Israel’s Plea for God’s Mercy

To the Chief Musician. RSet to “The Lilies.”* A Testimony* of Asaph. A Psalm.

1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph Rlike a flock;

You who dwell between the cherubim, Rshine forth! 

2Before REphraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

Stir up Your strength, 

And come and save us!

3RRestore us, O God;

RCause Your face to shine, 

And we shall be saved!

4O LORD God of hosts, 

RHow long will You be angry

Against the prayer of Your people?

5RYou have fed them with the bread of tears, 

And given them tears to drink in great measure.

6You have made us a strife to our neighbors, 

And our enemies laugh among themselves.

7Restore us, O God of hosts;

Cause Your face to shine, 

And we shall be saved!

8You have brought Ra vine out of Egypt;

RYou have cast out the Tnations, and planted it.

9You prepared room for it, 

And caused it to take deep root, 

And it filled the land.

10The hills were covered with its shadow, 

And the Tmighty cedars with its Rboughs.

11She sent out her boughs to the Sea, *

And her branches to the River.*

12Why have You Rbroken down her Thedges, 

So that all who pass by the way pluck her fruit?

13The boar out of the woods uproots it, 

And the wild beast of the field devours it.

14Return, we beseech You, O God of hosts;

RLook down from heaven and see, 

And visit this vine

15And the vineyard which Your right hand has planted, 

And the branch that You made strong Rfor Yourself.

16It is burned with fire, it is cut down;

RThey perish at the rebuke of Your countenance.

17RLet Your hand be upon the man of Your right hand, 

Upon the son of man whom You made strong for Yourself.

18Then we will not turn back from You;

Revive us, and we will call upon Your name.

19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts;

Cause Your face to shine, 

And we shall be saved!




PSALM 81

God’s Plea for Israel’s Obedience

To the Chief Musician. ROn an instrument of Gath.* A Psalm of Asaph.

1Sing aloud to God our strength; Make a joyful shout to the God of Jacob.

2Raise a song and strike the timbrel, 

The pleasant harp with the lute.

3Blow the trumpet at the time of the New Moon, 

At the full moon, on our solemn feast day.

4For Rthis is a statute for Israel, 

A law of the God of Jacob.

5This He established in Joseph as a testimony, 

When He went throughout the land of Egypt, 

RWhere I heard a language I did not understand.

6“I removed his shoulder from the burden;

His hands were freed from the baskets.

7RYou called in trouble, and I delivered you;

RI answered you in the secret place of thunder;

I Rtested you at the waters of TMeribah. Selah

8“Hear, R O My people, and I will admonish you!

O Israel, if you will listen to Me!

9There shall be no Rforeign god among you;

Nor shall you worship any foreign god.

10RI am the LORD your God, 

Who brought you out of the land of Egypt;

Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.

11“But My people would not heed My voice, 

And Israel would have none of Me.

12RSo I gave them over to their own stubborn heart, 

To walk in their own counsels.

13“Oh, that My people would listen to Me, 

That Israel would walk in My ways!

14I would soon subdue their enemies, 

And turn My hand against their adversaries.

15RThe haters of the LORD would pretend submission to Him, 

But their fate would endure forever.

16He would Rhave fed them also with the finest of wheat;

And with honey Rfrom the rock I would have satisfied you.”




PSALM 82

Rebuke of Israel’s Unjust Judges

A Psalm of Asaph.

1God Rstands in the congregation of Tthe mighty;

He judges among Rthe gods.*

2How long will you judge unjustly, 

And Rshow partiality to the wicked? Selah

3Defend the poor and fatherless;

Do justice to the afflicted and needy.

4Deliver the poor and needy;

Free them from the hand of the wicked.

5They do not know, nor do they understand;

They walk about in darkness;

All the Rfoundations of the earth are Tunstable.

6I said, R“You are gods, *

And all of you are children of the Most High.

7But you shall die like men, 

And fall like one of the princes.”

8Arise, O God, judge the earth;

For You shall inherit all nations.




PSALM 83

Plea for God to Destroy Israel’s Enemies

A Song. A Psalm of Asaph.

1DoR not keep silent, O God!

Do not hold Your peace, 

And do not be still, O God!

2For behold, RYour enemies make a Ttumult;

And those who hate You have Tlifted up their head.

3They have taken crafty counsel against Your people, 

And consulted together Ragainst Your sheltered ones.

4They have said, “Come, and Rlet us cut them off from being a nation, 

That the name of Israel may be remembered no more.” 

5For they have consulted together with one Tconsent;

They form a confederacy against You:

6RThe tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites;

Moab and the Hagrites;

7Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek;

Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre;

8Assyria also has joined with them;

They have helped the children of Lot. Selah

9Deal with them as with Midian, 

As with RSisera, 

As with Jabin at the Brook Kishon, 

10Who perished at En Dor, 

Who became as refuse on the earth.

11Make their nobles like ROreb and like Zeeb, 

Yes, all their princes like RZebah and Zalmunna, 

12Who said, “Let us take for ourselves

The pastures of God for a possession.”

13RO my God, make them like the whirling dust, 

RLike the chaff before the wind!

14As the fire burns the woods, 

And as the flame Rsets the mountains on fire, 

15So pursue them with Your tempest, 

And frighten them with Your storm.

16Fill their faces with shame, 

That they may seek Your name, O LORD.

17Let them be Tconfounded and dismayed forever;

Yes, let them be put to shame and perish, 

18That they may know that You, whose Rname alone is the LORD, 

Are the Most High over all the earth.




PSALM 84

The Joy of Dwelling with God

To the Chief Musician. ROn an instrument of Gath.* A Psalm of the sons of Korah.

1How Rlovely is Your tabernacle, O LORD of hosts! 

2RMy soul longs, yes, even faints

For the courts of the LORD;

My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.

3Even the sparrow has found a home, 

And the swallow a nest for herself, 

Where she may lay her young—

Even Your altars, O LORD of hosts, 

My King and my God.

4Blessed are those who dwell in Your Rhouse;

They will still be praising You. Selah

5Blessed is the man whose strength is in You, 

Whose heart is set on pilgrimage.

6As they pass through the Valley Rof TBaca, 

They make it a spring;

The rain also covers it with pools.

7They go from strength to strength;

Each one appears before God in Zion.*

8O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer;

Give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah

9RO God, behold our shield, 

And look upon the face of Your anointed.

10For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand.

I would rather Tbe a doorkeeper in the house of my God

Than dwell in the tents of wickedness.

11For the LORD God is a sun and shield;

The LORD will give grace and glory;

No good thing will He withhold

From those who walk uprightly.

12O LORD of hosts, 

Blessed is the man who trusts in You!




PSALM 85

Prayer for Revival

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm Rof the sons of Korah.

1LORD, You have been favorable to Your land;

You have Rbrought back the captivity of Jacob.

2You have forgiven the iniquity of Your people;

You have covered all their sin. Selah

3You have taken away all Your wrath;

You have turned from the fierceness of Your anger.

4RRestore us, O God of our salvation, 

And cause Your anger toward us to cease.

5RWill You be angry with us forever?

Will You prolong Your anger to all generations?

6Will You not Rrevive us again, 

That Your people may rejoice in You?

7Show us Your mercy, LORD, 

And grant us Your salvation.

8I will hear what God the LORD will speak, 

For He will speak peace

To His people and to His saints;

But let them not turn back to folly.

9Surely RHis salvation is near to those who fear Him, 

That glory may dwell in our land.

10Mercy and truth have met together;

Righteousness and peace have kissed.

11Truth shall spring out of the earth, 

And righteousness shall look down from heaven.

12Yes, the LORD will give what is good;

And our land will yield its increase.

13Righteousness will go before Him, 

And shall make His footsteps our pathway.




PSALM 86

“Teach Me Your Way, O LORD”

A Prayer of David.

1Bow down Your ear, O LORD, hear me; For I am poor and needy.

2Preserve my Tlife, for I am holy;

You are my God;

Save Your servant who trusts in You!

3Be merciful to me, O Lord, 

For I cry to You all day long.

4Rejoice the soul of Your servant, 

For to You, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

5For RYou, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, 

And abundant in mercy to all those who call upon You.

6Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer;

And attend to the voice of my supplications.

7In the day of my trouble I will call upon You, 

For You will answer me.

8RAmong the gods there is none like You, O Lord;

Nor are there any works like Your works.

9All nations whom You have made

Shall come and worship before You, O Lord, 

And shall glorify Your name.

10For You are great, and Rdo wondrous things;

RYou alone are God.

11RTeach me Your way, O LORD;

I will walk in Your truth;

Unite my heart to fear Your name.

12I will praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart, 

And I will glorify Your name forevermore.

13For great is Your mercy toward me, 

And You have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.

14O God, the proud have risen against me, 

And a mob of violent men have sought my life, 

And have not set You before them.

15But RYou, O Lord, are a God full of compassion, and gracious, 

Longsuffering and abundant in mercy and truth.

16Oh, turn to me, and have mercy on me!

Give Your strength to Your servant, 

And save the son of Your maidservant.

17Show me a sign for good, 

That those who hate me may see it and be ashamed, 

Because You, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.




PSALM 87

Glorious Zion, City of God

A Psalm of the sons of Korah. A Song.

1His foundation is in the holy mountains. 2 The LORD loves the gates of Zion

More than all the dwellings of Jacob.

3RGlorious things are spoken of you, 

O city of God! Selah

4“I will make mention of TRahab and Babylon to those who know Me;

Behold, O Philistia and Tyre, with Ethiopia:

‘This one was born there.’ ”

5And of Zion it will be said, 

“This one and that one were born in her;

And the Most High Himself shall establish her.”

6The LORD will record, 

When He Rregisters the peoples:

“This one was born there.” Selah

7Both the singers and the players on instruments say, 

“All my springs are in you.”




PSALM 88

Crying from Deepest Affliction

A Song. A Psalm of the sons of Korah. To the Chief Musician. Set to “Mahalath Leannoth.” A Contemplation* of RHeman the Ezrahite.

1O LORD, RGod of my salvation, 

I have cried out day and night before You.

2Let my prayer come before You;

TIncline Your ear to my cry.

3For my soul is full of troubles, 

And my life draws near to the grave.

4I am counted with those who RgoT down to the pit;

I am like a man who has no strength, 

5TAdrift among the dead, 

Like the slain who lie in the grave, 

Whom You remember no more, 

And who are cut off from Your hand.

6You have laid me in the lowest pit, 

In darkness, in the depths.

7Your wrath lies heavy upon me, 

And You have afflicted me with all RYour waves. Selah

8RYou have Tput away my acquaintances far from me;

You have made me an abomination to them;

I am shut up, and I cannot get out;

9My eye wastes away because of affliction.

LORD, I have called daily upon You;

I have stretched out my hands to You.

10Will You work wonders for the dead?

Shall Tthe dead arise and praise You? Selah

11Shall Your lovingkindness be declared in the grave?

Or Your faithfulness in the place of destruction?

12Shall Your wonders be known in the dark?

And Your righteousness in the land of forgetfulness?

13But to You I have cried out, O LORD, 

And in the morning my prayer comes before You.

14LORD, why do You cast off my soul?

Why do You hide Your face from me?

15I have been afflicted and ready to die from my youth;

I suffer Your terrors;

I am distraught.

16Your fierce wrath has gone over me;

Your terrors have cut me off.

17They came around me all day long like water;

They engulfed me altogether.

18RLoved one and friend You have put far from me, 

And my acquaintances into darkness.




PSALM 89

Claiming God’s Promises in Affliction

A Contemplation* of Ethan the Ezrahite.

1I WILL sing of the mercies of the LORD forever;

With my mouth will I make known Your faithfulness to all generations.

2For I have said, “Mercy shall be built up forever;

RYour faithfulness You shall establish in the very heavens.”

3“IR have made a covenant with My chosen, 

I have sworn to My servant David:

4‘Your seed I will establish forever, 

And build up your throne Rto all generations.’ ” Selah

5And Rthe heavens will praise Your wonders, O LORD;

Your faithfulness also in the assembly of the saints.

6RFor who in the heavens can be compared to the LORD?

Who among the sons of the mighty can be likened to the LORD?

7RGod is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, 

And to be held in reverence by all those around Him.

8O LORD God of hosts, 

Who is mighty like You, O LORD?

Your faithfulness also surrounds You.

9RYou rule the raging of the sea;

When its waves rise, You still them.

10RYou have broken TRahab in pieces, as one who is slain;

You have scattered Your enemies with Your mighty arm.

11RThe heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours;

The world and all its fullness, You have founded them.

12The north and the south, You have created them;

RTabor and RHermon rejoice in Your name.

13You have a mighty arm;

Strong is Your hand, and high is Your right hand.

14Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne;

Mercy and truth go before Your face.

15Blessed are the people who know the Rjoyful sound!

They walk, O LORD, in the light of Your countenance.

16In Your name they rejoice all day long, 

And in Your righteousness they are exalted.

17For You are the glory of their strength, 

And in Your favor our horn is exalted.

18For our shield belongs to the LORD, 

And our king to the Holy One of Israel.

19Then You spoke in a vision to Your holy one, *

And said: “I have given help to one who is mighty;

I have exalted one Rchosen from the people.

20I have found My servant David;

With My holy oil I have anointed him, 

21RWith whom My hand shall be established;

Also My arm shall strengthen him.

22The enemy shall not outwit him, 

Nor the son of wickedness afflict him.

23I will beat down his foes before his face, 

And plague those who hate him.

24“But My faithfulness and My mercy shall be with him, 

And in My name his horn shall be exalted.

25Also I will set his hand over the sea, 

And his right hand over the rivers.

26He shall cry to Me, ‘You are my Father, 

My God, and the rock of my salvation.’

27Also I will make him My firstborn, 

The highest of the kings of the earth.

28RMy mercy I will keep for him forever, 

And My covenant shall stand firm with him.

29His seed also I will make to endure forever, 

And his throne as the days of heaven.

30“If his sons forsake My law

And do not walk in My judgments, 

31If they Tbreak My statutes

And do not keep My commandments, 

32Then I will punish their transgression with the rod, 

And their iniquity with stripes.

33Nevertheless My lovingkindness I will not utterly take from him, 

Nor allow My faithfulness to fail.

34My covenant I will not break, 

Nor Ralter the word that has gone out of My lips.

35Once I have sworn Rby My holiness;

I will not lie to David:

36RHis seed shall endure forever, 

And his throne as the sun before Me;

37It shall be established forever like the moon, 

Even like the faithful witness in the sky.” Selah

38But You have Rcast off and Rabhorred, 

You have been furious with Your anointed. 

39You have renounced the covenant of Your servant;

RYou have Tprofaned his crown by casting it to the ground.

40You have broken down all his hedges;

You have brought his Tstrongholds to ruin.

41All who pass by the way plunder him;

He is a reproach to his neighbors.

42You have exalted the right hand of his adversaries;

You have made all his enemies rejoice.

43You have also turned back the edge of his sword, 

And have not sustained him in the battle.

44You have made his glory cease, 

And cast his throne down to the ground.

45The days of his youth You have shortened;

You have covered him with shame. Selah

46How long, LORD?

Will You hide Yourself forever?

Will Your wrath burn like fire?

47Remember how short my time Ris;

For what Rfutility have You created all the children of men? 

48What man can live and not see Rdeath?

Can he deliver his life from the power of the grave? Selah

49Lord, where are Your former lovingkindnesses, 

Which You Rswore to David Rin Your truth?

50Remember, Lord, the reproach of Your servants—

RHow I bear in my bosom the reproach of all the many peoples, 

51RWith which Your enemies have reproached, O LORD, 

With which they have reproached the footsteps of Your anointed.

52RBlessed be the LORD forevermore!

Amen and Amen.




BOOK FOUR

Psalms 90–106

PSALM 90

“Teach Us to Number Our Days”

A Prayer Rof Moses the man of God. 

1Lord, RYou have been our dwelling place* in all generations.

2RBefore the mountains were brought forth, 

Or ever You Thad formed the earth and the world, 

Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.

3You turn man to destruction, 

And say, “Return, O children of men.”

4RFor a thousand years in Your sight

Are like yesterday when it is past, 

And like a watch in the night.

5You carry them away like a flood;

RThey are like a sleep.

In the morning Rthey are like grass which grows up:

6In the morning it flourishes and grows up;

In the evening it is cut down and withers.

7For we have been consumed by Your anger, 

And by Your wrath we are terrified.

8RYou have set our iniquities before You, 

Our Rsecret sins in the light of Your countenance.

9For all our days have passed away in Your wrath;

We finish our years like a sigh.

10The days of our lives are seventy years;

And if by reason of strength they are eighty years, 

Yet their boast is only labor and sorrow;

For it is soon cut off, and we fly away.

11Who knows the power of Your anger?

For as the fear of You, so is Your wrath.

12So teach us to number our days, 

That we may gain a heart of wisdom.

13Return, O LORD!

How long?





And Rhave compassion on Your servants.

14Oh, satisfy us early with Your mercy, 

RThat we may rejoice and be glad all our days!

15Make us glad according to the days in which You have afflicted us, 

The years in which we have seen evil.

16Let Your work appear to Your servants, 

And Your glory to their children.

17RAnd let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us, 

And Restablish the work of our hands for us;

Yes, establish the work of our hands.




PSALM 91

Abiding in “the Shadow of the Almighty”

1He Rwho dwells in the secret place of the Most High

Shall abide Runder the shadow of the Almighty.

2RI will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress;

My God, in Him I will trust.”

3Surely RHe shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler*

And from the perilous pestilence.

4RHe shall cover you with His feathers, 

And under His wings you shall take refuge;

His truth shall be your shield and Tbuckler.

5RYou shall not be afraid of the terror by night, 

Nor of the arrow that flies by day, 

6Nor of the pestilence that walks in darkness, 

Nor of the destruction that lays waste at noonday.

7A thousand may fall at your side, 

And ten thousand at your right hand;

But it shall not come near you.

8Only with your eyes shall you look, 

And see the reward of the wicked.

9Because you have made the LORD, who is Rmy refuge, 

Even the Most High, Ryour dwelling place, 

10RNo evil shall befall you, 

Nor shall any plague come near your dwelling;

11RFor He shall give His angels charge over you, 

To keep you in all your ways.

12In their hands they shall Tbear you up, 

RLest you Tdash your foot against a stone.

13You shall tread upon the lion and the cobra, 

The young lion and the serpent you shall trample underfoot.

14“Because he has set his love upon Me, therefore I will deliver him;

I will Tset him on high, because he has Rknown My name.

15He shall Rcall upon Me, and I will answer him;

I will be Rwith him in trouble;

I will deliver him and honor him.

16With long life I will satisfy him, 

And show him My salvation.”




PSALM 92

It Is Good to Praise the Lord

A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath day.

1 IT is Rgood to give thanks to the LORD, And to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; 

2To Rdeclare Your lovingkindness in the morning, 

And Your faithfulness every night, 

3ROn an instrument of ten strings, 

On the lute, 

And on the harp, 

With harmonious sound.

4For You, LORD, have made me glad through Your work;

I will triumph in the works of Your hands.

5O LORD, how great are Your works!

RYour thoughts are very deep.

6A senseless man does not know, 

Nor does a fool understand this.

7When Rthe wicked Tspring up like grass, 

And when all the workers of iniquity flourish, 

It is that they may be destroyed forever.

8But You, LORD, are on high forevermore.

9For behold, Your enemies, O LORD, 

For behold, Your enemies shall perish;

All the workers of iniquity shall Rbe scattered.

10But Rmy Thorn You have exalted like a wild ox;

I have been anointed with fresh oil.

11RMy eye also has seen my desire on my enemies;

My ears hear my desire on the wicked

Who rise up against me.

12RThe righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, 

He shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

13Those who are planted in the house of the LORD

Shall flourish in the courts of our God.

14They shall still bear fruit in old age;

They shall be fresh and flourishing, 

15To declare that the LORD is upright;

He is my rock, and Rthere is no unrighteousness in Him.




PSALM 93

The Majesty of God

1The RLORD reigns, He is clothed with majesty;

The LORD is clothed, 

RHe has girded Himself with strength.

Surely the world is established, so that it cannot be Tmoved.

2RYour throne is established from of old;

You are from everlasting.

3The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 

The floods have lifted up their voice;

The floods lift up their waves.

4RThe LORD on high is mightier

Than the noise of many waters, 

Than the mighty waves of the sea.

5Your testimonies are very sure;

Holiness adorns Your house, 

O LORD, Tforever.




PSALM 94

Vengeance Belongs Only to God

1O LORD God, Rto whom vengeance belongs—

O God, to whom vengeance belongs, shine forth!

2Rise up, O Judge of the earth;

Render punishment to the proud.

3LORD, how long will the wicked, 

How long will the wicked triumph?

4They Rutter speech, and speak insolent things;

All the workers of iniquity boast in themselves.

5They break in pieces Your people, O LORD, 

And afflict Your heritage.

6They slay the widow and the stranger, 

And murder the fatherless.

7RYet they say, “The LORD does not see, 

Nor does the God of Jacob Tunderstand.”

8Understand, you senseless among the people;

And you fools, when will you be wise?

9RHe who planted the ear, shall He not hear?

He who formed the eye, shall He not see?

10He who Tinstructs the Tnations, shall He not correct, 

He who teaches man knowledge?

11The LORD Rknows the thoughts of man, 

That they are futile.

12Blessed is the man whom You Rinstruct, O LORD, 

And teach out of Your law, 

13That You may give him Trest from the days of adversity, 

Until the pit is dug for the wicked.

14For the LORD will not Tcast off His people, 

Nor will He forsake His inheritance.

15But judgment will return to righteousness, 

And all the upright in heart will follow it.

16Who will rise up for me against the evildoers?

Who will stand up for me against the workers of iniquity?

17Unless the LORD had been my help, 

My soul would soon have settled in silence.

18If I say, “My foot slips, ”

Your mercy, O LORD, will hold me up.

19In the multitude of my anxieties within me, 

Your comforts delight my soul.

20Shall Rthe throne of iniquity, which devises evil by law, 

Have fellowship with You?

21They gather together against the life of the righteous, 

And condemn Rinnocent blood. 

22But the LORD has been my defense, 

And my God the rock of my refuge.

23He has brought on them their own iniquity, 

And shall Tcut them off in their own wickedness;

The LORD our God shall cut them off.




PSALM 95

Call to Worship the Lord

1O H come, let us sing to the LORD! Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation.

2Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving;

Let us shout joyfully to Him with Rpsalms.

3For Rthe LORD is the great God, 

And the great King above all gods.

4TIn His hand are the deep places of the earth;

The heights of the hills are His also.

5The sea is His, for He made it;

And His hands formed the dry land.

6Oh come, let us worship and bow down;

Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker.

7For He is our God, 

And Rwe are the people of His pasture, 

And the sheep of His hand.

Today, if you will hear His voice:

8“Do not harden your hearts, as in the rebellion, *

As in the day of trial* in the wilderness, 

9When Ryour fathers tested Me;

They tried Me, though they Rsaw My work.

10For Rforty years I was Tgrieved with that generation, 

And said, ‘It is a people who go astray in their hearts, 

And they do not know My ways.’

11So RI swore in My wrath, 

‘They shall not enter My rest.’ ”




PSALM 96

Declare the Glory of God

1Oh, sing to the LORD a new song! Sing to the LORD, all the earth.

2Sing to the LORD, bless His name;

Proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day.

3Declare His glory among the Tnations, 

His wonders among all peoples. 

4For Rthe LORD is great and Rgreatly to be praised;

He is to be feared above all gods.

5For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 

But the LORD made the heavens.

6Honor and majesty are before Him;

Strength and Rbeauty are in His sanctuary.

7RGiveT to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 

Give to the LORD glory and strength.

8TGive to the LORD the glory due His name;

Bring an offering, and come into His courts.

9Oh, worship the LORD Rin the beauty of holiness!

Tremble before Him, all the earth.

10Say among the Tnations, R“The LORD reigns;

The world also is firmly established, 

It shall not be Tmoved;

He shall judge the peoples righteously.”

11RLet the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;

Let the sea roar, and all its fullness;

12Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it.

Then all the trees of the woods will rejoice

13before the LORD.

For He is coming, for He is coming to judge the earth.

RHe shall judge the world with righteousness, 

And the peoples with His truth.




PSALM 97

Rejoice! The LORD REIGNS!

1The LORD Rreigns;

Let the multitude of isles be glad!

2Clouds and darkness surround Him;

RRighteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne.

3RA fire goes before Him, 

And burns up His enemies round about.

4His lightnings light the world;

The earth sees and trembles.

5RThe mountains melt like wax at the presence of the LORD, 

At the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.

6The heavens declare His righteousness, 

And all the peoples see His glory.

7RLet all be put to shame who serve carved images, 

Who boast of idols.

RWorship Him, all you gods.

8Zion hears and is glad, 

And the daughters of Judah rejoice

Because of Your judgments, O LORD.

9For You, LORD, are Rmost high above all the earth;

You are exalted far above all gods.

10You who love the LORD, Rhate evil!

RHe preserves the souls of His saints;

RHe delivers them out of the hand of the wicked.

11Light is sown for the righteous, 

And gladness for the upright in heart.

12RRejoice in the LORD, you righteous, 

RAnd give thanks at the remembrance of His holy name.*




PSALM 98

Sing a New Song to the Lord

A Psalm.

1Oh, Rsing to the LORD a new song!

For He has Rdone marvelous things;

His right hand and His holy arm have gained Him the victory. 

2RThe LORD has made known His salvation;

RHis righteousness He has revealed in the sight of the nations.

3He has remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to the house of Israel;

RAll the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

4Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth;

Break forth in song, rejoice, and sing praises.

5Sing to the LORD with the harp, 

With the harp and the sound of a psalm, 

6With trumpets and the sound of a horn;

Shout joyfully before the LORD, the King.

7Let the sea roar, and all its fullness, 

The world and those who dwell in it;

8Let the rivers clap their hands;

Let the hills be joyful together

9before the LORD, 

RFor He is coming to judge the earth.

With righteousness He shall judge the world, 

And the peoples with equity.




PSALM 99

“Exalt the LORD Our God”

1The LORD reigns; Let the peoples tremble!

RHe dwells between the cherubim;

Let the earth be moved!

2The LORD is great in Zion, 

And He is high above all the peoples.

3Let them praise Your great and awesome name—

THe is holy.

4The King’s strength also loves justice;

You have established equity;

You have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.

5Exalt the LORD our God, 

And worship at His footstool—

He is holy.

6Moses and Aaron were among His priests, 

And Samuel was among those who Rcalled upon His name;

They called upon the LORD, and He answered them.

7He spoke to them in the cloudy pillar;

They kept His testimonies and the Tordinance He gave them.

8You answered them, O LORD our God;

You were to them God-Who-Forgives, 

Though You took vengeance on their deeds.

9Exalt the LORD our God, 

And worship at His holy hill;

For the LORD our God is holy.




PSALM 100

“Serve the LORD with Gladness”

RA Psalm of Thanksgiving.

1Make Ra joyful shout to the LORD, Tall you lands!

2Serve the LORD with gladness;

Come before His presence with singing.

3Know that the LORD, He is God;

RIt is He who has made us, and not we ourselves;*

RWe are His people and the sheep of His pasture.

4REnter into His gates with thanksgiving, 

And into His courts with praise.

Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.

5For the LORD is good;

RHis mercy is everlasting, 

And His truth endures to all generations.




PSALM 101

Commitments of a Holy Life

A Psalm of David.

1I WILL sing of mercy and justice; To You, O LORD, I will sing praises.

2I will behave wisely in a Tperfect way.

Oh, when will You come to me?

I will Rwalk within my house with a perfect heart.

3I will set nothing Twicked before my eyes;

I hate the work of those Rwho fall away;

It shall not cling to me.

4A perverse heart shall depart from me;

I will not know wickedness.

5Whoever secretly slanders his neighbor, 

Him I will destroy;

RThe one who has a haughty look and a proud heart, 

Him I will not endure.

6My eyes shall be on the faithful of the land, 

That they may dwell with me;

He who walks in a Tperfect way, 

He shall serve me.

7He who works deceit shall not dwell within my house;

He who tells lies shall not Tcontinue in my presence.

8REarly I will destroy all the wicked of the land, 

That I may cut off all the evildoers Rfrom the city of the LORD.




PSALM 102

Prayer of an Overwhelmed Saint

A Prayer of the afflicted, when he is overwhelmed and pours out his complaint before the LORD.

1Hear my prayer, O LORD, And let my cry come to You.

2RDo not hide Your face from me in the day of my trouble;

Incline Your ear to me;

In the day that I call, answer me speedily.

3For my days are consumed like smoke, 

And my bones are burned like a hearth.

4My heart is stricken and withered like grass, 

So that I forget to eat my bread.

5Because of the sound of my groaning

My bones cling to my Tskin.

6I am like a pelican of the wilderness;

I am like an owl of the desert.

7I lie awake, 

And am like a sparrow alone on the housetop.

8My enemies reproach me all day long;

Those who deride me swear an oath against me.

9For I have eaten ashes like bread, 

And mingled my drink with weeping, 

10Because of Your indignation and Your wrath;

For You have lifted me up and cast me away.

11My days are like a shadow that lengthens, 

And I wither away like grass.

12But You, O LORD, shall endure forever, 

And the remembrance of Your name to all generations.

13You will arise and have mercy on Zion;

For the time to favor her, 

Yes, the set time, has come.

14For Your servants take pleasure in her stones, 

And show favor to her dust.

15So the Tnations shall Rfear the name of the LORD, 

And all the kings of the earth Your glory.

16For the LORD shall build up Zion;

RHe shall appear in His glory.

17RHe shall regard the prayer of the destitute, 

And shall not despise their prayer.

18This will be Rwritten for the generation to come, 

That Ra people yet to be created may praise the LORD.

19For He Rlooked down from the height of His sanctuary;

From heaven the LORD viewed the earth, 

20To hear the groaning of the prisoner, 

To release those appointed to death, 

21To Rdeclare the name of the LORD in Zion, 

And His praise in Jerusalem, 

22When the peoples are gathered together, 

And the kingdoms, to serve the LORD.

23He weakened my strength in the way;

He Rshortened my days.

24RI said, “O my God, 

Do not take me away in the midst of my days;

RYour years are throughout all generations.

25ROf old You laid the foundation of the earth, 

And the heavens are the work of Your hands.

26RThey will perish, but You will Tendure;

Yes, they will all grow old like a garment;

Like a cloak You will change them, 

And they will be changed.

27But RYou are the same, 

And Your years will have no end.

28RThe children of Your servants will continue, 

And their descendants will be established before You.”




PSALM 103

“Bless the LORD”

A Psalm of David.

1Bless Rthe LORD, O my soul;

And all that is within me, bless His holy name!

2Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

And forget not all His benefits:

3Who forgives all your iniquities, 

Who heals all your diseases, 

4Who redeems your life from destruction, 

RWho crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies, 

5Who satisfies your mouth with good things, 

So that Ryour youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

6The LORD executes righteousness

And justice for all who are oppressed.

7He made known His ways to Moses, 

His acts to the children of Israel.

8The LORD is merciful and gracious, 

Slow to anger, and abounding in mercy.

9He will not always strive with us, 

Nor will He keep His anger forever.

10RHe has not dealt with us according to our sins, 

Nor punished us according to our iniquities.

11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

So great is His mercy toward those who fear Him;

12As far as the east is from the west, 

So far has He Rremoved our transgressions from us.

13As a father pities his children, 

So the LORD pities those who fear Him.

14For He knows our frame;

He remembers that we are dust.

15As for man, his days are like grass;

As a flower of the field, so he flourishes.

16RFor the wind passes over it, and it is Tgone, 

And its place remembers it no more.*

17But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting

On those who fear Him, 

And His righteousness to children’s children, 

18To such as keep His covenant, 

And to those who remember His commandments to do them.

19The LORD has established His throne in heaven, 

And His kingdom rules over all.

20RBless the LORD, you His angels, 

Who excel in strength, who Rdo His word, 

Heeding the voice of His word.

21Bless the LORD, all you His hosts, 

RYou Tministers of His, who do His pleasure.

22Bless the LORD, all His works, 

In all places of His dominion.

Bless the LORD, O my soul!




PSALM 104

Psalm Rehearsing Creation

1Bless Rthe LORD, O my soul!

O LORD my God, You are very great:

You are clothed with honor and majesty, 

2Who cover Yourself with light as with a garment, 

Who stretch out the heavens like a curtain.

3RHe lays the beams of His upper chambers in the waters, 

Who makes the clouds His chariot, 

Who walks on the wings of the wind, 

4Who makes His angels spirits, 

His Tministers a flame of fire.

5You who Tlaid the foundations of the earth, 

So that it should not be moved forever, 

6You Rcovered it with the deep as with a garment;

The waters stood above the mountains.

7At Your rebuke they fled;

At the voice of Your thunder they hastened away.

8They went up over the mountains;

They went down into the valleys, 

To the place which You founded for them.

9You have Rset a boundary that they may not pass over, 

RThat they may not return to cover the earth.

10He sends the springs into the valleys;

They flow among the hills.

11They give drink to every beast of the field;

The wild donkeys quench their thirst.

12By them the birds of the heavens have their home;

They sing among the branches.

13RHe waters the hills from His upper chambers;

The earth is satisfied with Rthe fruit of Your works.

14RHe causes the grass to grow for the cattle, 

And vegetation for the service of man, 

That he may bring forth Rfood from the earth, 

15And Rwine that makes glad the heart of man, 

Oil to make his face shine, 

And bread which strengthens man’s heart.

16The trees of the LORD are full of sap, 

The cedars of Lebanon which He planted, 

17Where the birds make their nests;

The stork has her home in the fir trees.

18The high hills are for the wild goats;

The cliffs are a refuge for the rock badgers.*

19He appointed the moon for seasons;

The Rsun knows its going down. 

20RYou make darkness, and it is night, 

In which all the beasts of the forest creep about.

21RThe young lions roar after their prey, 

And seek their food from God.

22When the sun rises, they gather together

And lie down in their dens.

23Man goes out to Rhis work

And to his labor until the evening.

24O LORD, how manifold are Your works!

In wisdom You have made them all.

The earth is full of Your possessions—

25This great and wide sea, 

In which are innumerable teeming things, 

Living things both small and great.

26There the ships sail about;

There is that RLeviathan

Which You have made to play there.

27RThese all wait for You, 

That You may give them their food in due season.

28What You give them they gather in;

You open Your hand, they are filled with good.

29You hide Your face, they are troubled;

RYou take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.

30RYou send forth Your Spirit, they are created;

And You renew the face of the earth.

31May the glory of the LORD endure forever;

May the LORD rejoice in His works.

32He looks on the earth, and it trembles;

He touches the hills, and they smoke.

33RI will sing to the LORD as long as I live;

I will sing praise to my God while I have my being.

34May my Rmeditation be sweet to Him;

I will be glad in the LORD.

35May Rsinners be consumed from the earth, 

And the wicked be no more.

Bless the LORD, O my soul!

TPraise the LORD!




PSALM 105

Remember, God Keeps His Promises

1Oh, Rgive thanks to the LORD!

Call upon His name;

RMake known His deeds among the peoples!

2Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him;

Talk of all His wondrous works!

3Glory in His holy name;

Let the hearts of those rejoice who seek the LORD!

4Seek the LORD and His strength;

RSeek His face evermore!

5RRemember His marvelous works which He has done, 

His wonders, and the judgments of His mouth, 

6O seed of Abraham His servant, 

You children of Jacob, His chosen ones!

7He is the LORD our God;

His judgments are in all the earth.

8He Rremembers His covenant forever, 

The word which He commanded, for a thousand generations, 

9RThe covenant which He made with Abraham, 

And His oath to Isaac, 

10And confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, 

To Israel as an everlasting covenant, 

11Saying, R“To you I will give the land of Canaan

As the allotment of your inheritance, ”

12When they were few in number, 

Indeed very few, and strangers in it.

13When they went from one nation to another, 

From one kingdom to another people, 

14He permitted no one to do them wrong;

Yes, He rebuked kings for their sakes, 

15Saying, “Do not touch My anointed ones, 

And do My prophets no harm.”

16Moreover RHe called for a famine in the land;

He destroyed all the provision of bread.

17He sent a man before them—

Joseph—who was sold as a slave.

18RThey hurt his feet with fetters, 

He was laid in irons. 

19Until the time that his word came to pass, 

The word of the LORD tested him.

20The king sent and released him, 

The ruler of the people let him go free.

21He made him lord of his house, 

And ruler of all his possessions, 

22To bind his princes at his pleasure, 

And teach his elders wisdom.

23RIsrael also came into Egypt, 

And Jacob dwelt in the land of Ham.

24RHe increased His people greatly, 

And made them stronger than their enemies.

25RHe turned their heart to hate His people, 

To deal craftily with His servants.

26RHe sent Moses His servant, 

And Aaron whom He had chosen.

27They performed His signs among them, 

And wonders in the land of Ham.

28He sent darkness, and made it dark;

And they did not rebel against His word.

29RHe turned their waters into blood, 

And killed their fish. 

30RTheir land abounded with frogs, 

Even in the chambers of their kings.

31RHe spoke, and there came swarms of flies, 

And lice in all their territory.

32RHe gave them hail for rain, 

And flaming fire in their land.

33RHe struck their vines also, and their fig trees, 

And splintered the trees of their territory.

34RHe spoke, and locusts came, 

Young locusts without number, 

35And ate up all the vegetation in their land, 

And devoured the fruit of their ground.

36RHe also destroyed all the firstborn in their land, 

RThe first of all their strength.

37RHe also brought them out with silver and gold, 

And there was none feeble among His tribes.

38REgypt was glad when they departed, 

For the fear of them had fallen upon them. 

39He spread a cloud for a covering, 

And fire to give light in the night.

40RThe people asked, and He brought quail, 

And Rsatisfied them with the bread of heaven. 

41RHe opened the rock, and water gushed out;

It ran in the dry places like a river.

42For He remembered RHis holy promise, 

And Abraham His servant. 

43He brought out His people with joy, 

His chosen ones with gladness.

44RHe gave them the lands of the TGentiles, 

And they inherited the labor of the nations, 

45RThat they might observe His statutes

And keep His laws. 

TPraise the LORD!




PSALM 106

“We Have Sinned”

1PraiseT the LORD!

ROh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good!

For His mercy endures forever.

2Who can Tutter the mighty acts of the LORD?

Who can declare all His praise?

3Blessed are those who keep justice, 

And he who Rdoes* righteousness at Rall times!

4Remember me, O LORD, with the favor You have toward Your people.

Oh, visit me with Your salvation, 

5That I may see the benefit of Your chosen ones, 

That I may rejoice in the gladness of Your nation, 

That I may glory with Your inheritance.

6RWe have sinned with our fathers, 

We have committed iniquity, 

We have done wickedly.

7Our fathers in Egypt did not understand Your wonders;

They did not remember the multitude of Your mercies, 

But rebelled by the sea—the Red Sea.

8Nevertheless He saved them for His name’s sake, 

RThat He might make His mighty power known.

9RHe rebuked the Red Sea also, and it dried up;

So RHe led them through the depths, 

As through the wilderness. 

10He Rsaved them from the hand of him who hated them, 

And redeemed them from the hand of the enemy.

11The waters covered their enemies;

There was not one of them left.

12RThen they believed His words;

They sang His praise.

13RThey soon forgot His works;

They did not wait for His counsel, 

14RBut lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, 

And tested God in the desert.

15And He gave them their request, 

But sent leanness into their soul.

16When they envied Moses in the camp, 

And Aaron the saint of the LORD, 

17RThe earth opened up and swallowed Dathan, 

And covered the faction of Abiram.

18A fire was kindled in their company;

The flame burned up the wicked.

19RThey made a calf in Horeb, 

And worshiped the molded image.

20Thus they changed their glory

Into the image of an ox that eats grass.

21They forgot God their Savior, 

Who had done great things in Egypt, 

22Wondrous works in the land of Ham, 

Awesome things by the Red Sea.

23RTherefore He said that He would destroy them, 

Had not Moses His chosen one Rstood before Him in the breach, 

To turn away His wrath, lest He destroy them.

24Then they despised the pleasant land;

They did not believe His word, 

25But complained in their tents, 

And did not heed the voice of the LORD.

26RTherefore He raised His hand in an oath against them, 

To overthrow them in the wilderness, 

27RTo overthrow their descendants among the Tnations, 

And to scatter them in the lands.

28RThey joined themselves also to Baal of Peor, 

And ate sacrifices made to the dead.

29Thus they provoked Him to anger with their deeds, 

And the plague broke out among them.

30Then Phinehas stood up and intervened, 

And the plague was stopped.

31And that was accounted to him Rfor righteousness

To all generations forevermore.

32RThey angered Him also at the waters of strife, *

RSo that it went ill with Moses on account of them;

33Because they rebelled against His Spirit, 

So that he spoke rashly with his lips.

34They did not destroy the peoples, 

RConcerning whom the LORD had commanded them, 

35RBut they mingled with the Gentiles

And learned their works; 

36RThey served their idols, 

Which became a snare to them.

37They even sacrificed their sons

And their daughters to demons, 

38And shed innocent blood, 

The blood of their sons and daughters, 

Whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan;

And the land was polluted with blood.

39Thus they Twere Rdefiled by their own works, 

And RplayedT the harlot by their own deeds.

40Therefore Rthe wrath of the LORD was kindled against His people, 

So that He abhorred RHis own inheritance.

41And RHe gave them into the hand of the Gentiles, 

And those who hated them ruled over them.

42Their enemies also oppressed them, 

And they were brought into subjection under their hand.

43Many times He delivered them;

But they rebelled in their counsel, 

And were brought low for their iniquity.

44Nevertheless He regarded their affliction, 

When RHe heard their cry;

45RAnd for their sake He remembered His covenant, 

And Rrelented according to the multitude of His mercies.

46RHe also made them to be pitied

By all those who carried them away captive.

47Save us, O LORD our God, 

And gather us from among the Gentiles, 

To give thanks to Your holy name, 

To triumph in Your praise.

48Blessed be the LORD God of Israel

From everlasting to everlasting!

And let all the people say, “Amen!”

TPraise the LORD!
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Psalms 107–150

PSALM 107

God Satisfies the Longing Soul

1Oh, Rgive thanks to the LORD, for He is good!

For His mercy endures forever.

2Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, 

Whom He has redeemed from the hand of the enemy, 

3And gathered out of the lands, 

From the east and from the west, 

From the north and from the south.

4They wandered in Rthe wilderness in a desolate way;

They found no city to dwell in.

5Hungry and thirsty, 

Their soul fainted in them.

6RThen they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, 

And He delivered them out of their distresses.

7And He led them forth by the Rright way, 

That they might go to a city for a dwelling place. 

8ROh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His goodness, 

And for His wonderful works to the children of men!

9For He satisfies the longing soul, 

And fills the hungry soul with goodness.

10Those who Rsat in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

Bound in affliction and irons—

11Because they Rrebelled against the words of God, 

And Tdespised Rthe counsel of the Most High, 

12Therefore He brought down their heart with labor;

They fell down, and there was Rnone to help.

13Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, 

And He saved them out of their distresses.

14RHe brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, 

And broke their chains in pieces.

15Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His goodness, 

And for His wonderful works to the children of men!

16For He has broken the gates of bronze, 

And cut the bars of iron in two.

17Fools, Rbecause of their transgression, 

And because of their iniquities, were afflicted.

18RTheir soul abhorred all manner of food, 

And they Rdrew near to the gates of death. 

19Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, 

And He saved them out of their distresses.

20RHe sent His word and healed them, 

And Rdelivered them from their destructions.

21Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His goodness, 

And for His wonderful works to the children of men!

22RLet them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, 

And declare His works with rejoicing.

23Those who go down to the sea in ships, 

Who do business on great waters, 

24They see the works of the LORD, 

And His wonders in the deep.

25For He commands and Rraises the stormy wind, 

Which lifts up the waves of the sea.

26They mount up to the heavens, 

They go down again to the depths;

Their soul melts because of trouble.

27They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, 

And are at their wits’ end.

28Then they cry out to the LORD in their trouble, 

And He brings them out of their distresses.

29RHe calms the storm, 

So that its waves are still.

30Then they are glad because they are quiet;

So He guides them to their desired haven.

31ROh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His goodness, 

And for His wonderful works to the children of men!

32Let them exalt Him also Rin the assembly of the people, 

And praise Him in the company of the elders.

33He turns rivers into a wilderness, 

And the watersprings into dry ground;

34A Rfruitful land into Tbarrenness, 

For the wickedness of those who dwell in it.

35RHe turns a wilderness into pools of water, 

And dry land into watersprings.

36There He makes the hungry dwell, 

That they may establish a city for a dwelling place, 

37And sow fields and plant vineyards, 

That they may yield a fruitful harvest.

38RHe also blesses them, and they multiply greatly;

And He does not let their cattle Rdecrease.

39When they are Rdiminished and brought low

Through oppression, affliction, and sorrow, 

40He pours contempt on princes, 

And causes them to wander in the wilderness where there is no way;

41RYet He sets the poor on high, far from affliction, 

And makes their families like a flock.

42The righteous see it and rejoice, 

And all iniquity stops its mouth.

43RWhoever is wise will observe these things, 

And they will understand the lovingkindness of the LORD.




PSALM 108

Awake Early and Praise the Lord

A Song. A Psalm of David.

1O RGOD, my heart is steadfast; 

I will sing and give praise, even with my glory.

2RAwake, lute and harp!

I will awaken the dawn.

3I will praise You, O LORD, among the peoples, 

And I will sing praises to You among the nations.

4For Your mercy is great above the Theavens, 

And Your truth reaches to the clouds.

5Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, 

And Your glory above all the earth;

6RThat Your beloved may be delivered, 

Save with Your right hand, and Thear me.

7God has spoken in His holiness:

“I will rejoice;

I will divide Shechem

And measure out the Valley of Succoth.

8Gilead is Mine; Manasseh is Mine;

Ephraim also is the Thelmet for My head;

RJudah is My lawgiver.

9Moab is My washpot;

Over Edom I will cast My shoe;

Over Philistia I will triumph.”

10RWho will bring me into the strong city?

Who will lead me to Edom?

11Is it not You, O God, who cast us off?

And You, O God, who did not go out with our armies?

12Give us help from trouble, 

For the help of man is useless.

13Through God we will do valiantly, 

For it is He who shall tread down our enemies.*




PSALM 109

Song of the Slandered

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

1DoR not keep silent, 

O God of my praise!

2For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the deceitful

Have opened against me;

They have spoken against me with a Rlying tongue.

3They have also surrounded me with words of hatred, 

And fought against me Rwithout a cause.

4In return for my love they are my accusers, 

But I give myself to prayer.

5Thus Rthey have rewarded me evil for good, 

And hatred for my love.

6Set a wicked man over him, 

And let Ran accuser* stand at his right hand.

7When he is judged, let him be found guilty, 

And let his prayer become sin.

8Let his days be Rfew, 

And Rlet another take his office.

9RLet his children be fatherless, 

And his wife a widow. 

10Let his children continually be vagabonds, and beg;

Let them seek their bread* also from their desolate places.

11Let the creditor seize all that he has, 

And let strangers plunder his labor.

12Let there be none to extend mercy to him, 

Nor let there be any to favor his fatherless children.

13Let his posterity be cut off, 

And in the generation following let their Rname be blotted out.

14RLet the iniquity of his fathers be remembered before the LORD, 

And let not the sin of his mother Rbe blotted out.

15Let them be continually before the LORD, 

That He may Rcut off the memory of them from the earth;

16Because he did not remember to show mercy, 

But persecuted the poor and needy man, 

That he might even slay the Rbroken in heart.

17RAs he loved cursing, so let it come to him;

As he did not delight in blessing, so let it be far from him.

18As he clothed himself with cursing as with his garment, 

So let it Renter his body like water, 

And like oil into his bones. 

19Let it be to him like the garment which covers him, 

And for a belt with which he girds himself continually.

20Let this be the LORD’s reward to my accusers, 

And to those who speak evil against my person.

21But You, O GOD the Lord, 

Deal with me for Your name’s sake;

Because Your mercy is good, deliver me.

22For I am poor and needy, 

And my heart is wounded within me.

23I am gone Rlike a shadow when it lengthens;

I am shaken off like a locust.

24My Rknees are weak through fasting, 

And my flesh is feeble from lack of fatness.

25I also have become Ra reproach to them;

When they look at me, Rthey shake their heads. 

26Help me, O LORD my God!

Oh, save me according to Your mercy, 

27RThat they may know that this is Your hand—

That You, LORD, have done it!

28Let them curse, but You bless;

When they arise, let them be ashamed, 

But let RYour servant rejoice.

29Let my accusers be clothed with shame, 

And let them cover themselves with their own disgrace as with a mantle.

30I will greatly praise the LORD with my mouth;

Yes, RI will praise Him among the multitude.

31For RHe shall stand at the right hand of the poor, 

To save him from those Twho condemn him.




PSALM 110

The Coming of the Priest-King-Judge

A Psalm of David.

1The RLORD said to my Lord, 

Till I make Your enemies Your Rfootstool.”

2The LORD shall send the rod of Your strength Rout of Zion.

Rule in the midst of Your enemies!

3RYour people shall be volunteers

In the day of Your power; 

RIn the beauties of holiness, from the womb of the morning, 

You have the dew of Your youth.

4The LORD has sworn

And Rwill not relent, 

“You are a Rpriest forever

According to the order of RMelchizedek.”

5The Lord is Rat Your right hand;

He shall execute kings Rin the day of His wrath.

6He shall judge among the nations, 

He shall fill the places with dead bodies, 

RHe shall Texecute the heads of many countries.

7He shall drink of the brook by the wayside;

Therefore He shall lift up the head.




PSALM 111

Praise for God’s Tender Care

1PraiseT the LORD!

RI will praise the LORD with my whole heart, 

In the assembly of the upright and in the congregation.

2RThe works of the LORD are great, 

RStudied by all who have pleasure in them.

3His work is honorable and glorious, 

And His righteousness endures forever.

4He has made His wonderful works to be remembered;

RThe LORD is gracious and full of compassion.

5He has given food to those who fear Him;

He will ever be mindful of His covenant.

6He has declared to His people the power of His works, 

In giving them the Theritage of the nations.

7The works of His hands are RverityT and justice;

All His precepts are sure.

8RThey stand fast forever and ever, 

And are done in truth and uprightness.

9RHe has sent redemption to His people;

He has commanded His covenant forever:

Holy and awesome is His name.

10RThe fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;

A good understanding have all those who do His commandments.

His praise endures forever.




PSALM 112

The Blessings of Those Who Fear God

1PraiseT the LORD!

Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, 

Who Rdelights greatly in His commandments.

2RHis descendants will be mighty on earth;

The generation of the upright will be blessed.

3Wealth and riches will be in his house, 

And his righteousness endures forever.

4RUnto the upright there arises light in the darkness;

He is gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous.

5A good man deals graciously and lends;

He will guide his affairs with discretion.

6Surely he will never be shaken;

RThe righteous will be in everlasting remembrance.

7RHe will not be afraid of evil tidings;

His heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 

8His Rheart is established;

RHe will not be afraid, 

Until he Rsees his desire upon his enemies.

9He has dispersed abroad, 

He has given to the poor;

His righteousness endures forever;

His horn will be exalted with honor.

10The wicked will see it and be grieved;

He will gnash his teeth and melt away;

The desire of the wicked shall perish.




PSALM 113

The Condescending Grace of God

1PraiseT the LORD!

RPraise, O servants of the LORD, 

Praise the name of the LORD! 

2Blessed be the name of the LORD

From this time forth and forevermore!

3RFrom the rising of the sun to its going down

The LORD’s name is to be praised.

4The LORD is high above all nations, 

RHis glory above the heavens.

5RWho is like the LORD our God, 

Who dwells on high, 

6RWho humbles Himself to behold

The things that are in the heavens and in the earth? 

7He raises the poor out of the dust, 

And lifts the needy out of the ash heap, 

8That He may Rseat him with princes—

With the princes of His people. 

9He grants the barren woman a home, 

Like a joyful mother of children.

Praise the LORD!




PSALM 114

In Praise for the Exodus

1When Israel went out of Egypt, The house of Jacob Rfrom a people of strange language, 

2RJudah became His sanctuary, 

And Israel His dominion.

3RThe sea saw it and fled;

RJordan turned back.

4RThe mountains skipped like rams, 

The little hills like lambs. 

5What ails you, O sea, that you fled?

O Jordan, that you turned back?

6O mountains, that you skipped like rams?

O little hills, like lambs?

7Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, 

At the presence of the God of Jacob, 

8RWho turned the rock into a pool of water, 

The flint into a fountain of waters.




PSALM 115

To God Alone Be the Glory

1Not Runto us, O LORD, not unto us, But to Your name give glory, 

Because of Your mercy, 

Because of Your truth.

2Why should the TGentiles say, 

R“So where is their God?”

3RBut our God is in heaven;

He does whatever He pleases.

4RTheir idols are silver and gold, 

The work of men’s hands.

5They have mouths, but they do not speak;

Eyes they have, but they do not see;

6They have ears, but they do not hear;

Noses they have, but they do not smell;

7They have hands, but they do not handle;

Feet they have, but they do not walk;

Nor do they mutter through their throat.

8Those who make them are like them;

So is everyone who trusts in them.

9RO Israel, trust in the LORD;

He is their help and their shield.

10O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD;

He is their help and their shield.

11You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD;

He is their help and their shield.

12The LORD Thas been mindful of us;

He will bless us; 

He will bless the house of Israel;

He will bless the house of Aaron.

13RHe will bless those who fear the LORD, 

Both small and great.

14May the LORD give you increase more and more, 

You and your children.

15May you be blessed by the LORD, 

RWho made heaven and earth.

16The heaven, even the heavens, are the LORD’s;

But the earth He has given to the children of men.

17The dead do not praise the LORD, 

Nor any who go down into silence.

18RBut we will bless the LORD

From this time forth and forevermore.

Praise the LORD!




PSALM 116

Love the Lord for What He Has Done

1I Rlove the LORD, because He has heardMy voice and my supplications. 

2Because He has inclined His ear to me, 

Therefore I will call upon Him as long as I live.

3RThe pains of death surrounded me, 

And the pangs of Sheol laid hold of me;

I found trouble and sorrow. 

4Then I called upon the name of the LORD:

“O LORD, I implore You, deliver my soul!”

5Gracious is the LORD, and Rrighteous;

Yes, our God is merciful.

6The LORD preserves the simple;

I was brought low, and He saved me.

7Return to your Rrest, O my soul, 

For Rthe LORD has dealt bountifully with you. 

8RFor You have delivered my soul from death, 

My eyes from tears, 

And my feet from falling.

9I will walk before the LORD

RIn the land of the living.

10RI believed, therefore I spoke, 

“I am greatly afflicted.”

11RI said in my haste, 

R“All men are liars.”

12What shall I render to the LORD

For all His benefits toward me?

13I will take up the cup of salvation, 

And call upon the name of the LORD.

14I will pay my vows to the LORD

Now in the presence of all His people.

15RPrecious in the sight of the LORD

Is the death of His saints. 

16O LORD, truly RI am Your servant;

I am Your servant, Rthe son of Your maidservant; 

You have loosed my bonds.

17I will offer to You Rthe sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

And will call upon the name of the LORD.

18I will pay my vows to the LORD

Now in the presence of all His people, 

19In the courts of the LORD’s house, 

In the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

TPraise the LORD!




PSALM 117

The Praise of All Peoples

1Praise Rthe LORD, all you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you peoples! 

2For His merciful kindness is great toward us, 

And Rthe truth of the LORD endures forever.

Praise the LORD!




PSALM 118

Better to Trust God than People

1Oh, Rgive thanks to the LORD, for He is good!

For His mercy endures forever.

2RLet Israel now say, 

“His mercy endures forever.”

3Let the house of Aaron now say, 

“His mercy endures forever.”

4Let those who fear the LORD now say, 

“His mercy endures forever.”

5RI called on the LORD in distress; 

The LORD answered me and Rset me in a broad place.

6RThe LORD is on my side;

I will not fear.

What can man do to me?

7RThe LORD is for me among those who help me;

Therefore RI shall see my desire on those who hate me.

8RIt is better to trust in the LORD

Than to put confidence in man.

9RIt is better to trust in the LORD

Than to put confidence in princes.

10All nations surrounded me, 

But in the name of the LORD I will destroy them.

11They Rsurrounded me, 

Yes, they surrounded me;

But in the name of the LORD I will destroy them.

12They surrounded me Rlike bees;

They were quenched Rlike a fire of thorns;

For in the name of the LORD I will Tdestroy them.

13You pushed me violently, that I might fall, 

But the LORD helped me.

14The LORD is my strength and song, 

And He has become my salvation.*

15The voice of rejoicing and salvation

Is in the tents of the righteous;

The right hand of the LORD does valiantly.

16RThe right hand of the LORD is exalted;

The right hand of the LORD does valiantly.

17RI shall not die, but live, 

And declare the works of the LORD.

18The LORD has chastened me severely, 

But He has not given me over to death.

19ROpen to me the gates of righteousness;

I will go through them, 

And I will praise the LORD.

20RThis is the gate of the LORD, 

RThrough which the righteous shall enter.

21I will praise You, 

For You have Ranswered me, 

And have become my salvation.

22The stone which the builders rejected

Has become the chief cornerstone.

23This was the LORD’s doing;

It is marvelous in our eyes.

24This is the day the LORD has made;

We will rejoice and be glad in it.

25Save now, I pray, O LORD;

O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity.

26RBlessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!

We have blessed you from the house of the LORD.

27God is the LORD, 

And He has given us Rlight;

Bind the sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar.

28You are my God, and I will praise You;

RYou are my God, I will exalt You. 

29Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good!

For His mercy endures forever.




PSALM 119

An Acrostic in Praise of the Scriptures

ALEPH

1Blessed are the undefiled in the way, Who walk in the law of the LORD!

2Blessed are those who keep His testimonies, 

Who seek Him with the whole heart!

3RThey also do no iniquity;

They walk in His ways.

4You have commanded us

To keep Your precepts diligently.

5Oh, that my ways were directed

To keep Your statutes!

6RThen I would not be ashamed, 

When I look into all Your commandments. 

7I will praise You with uprightness of heart, 

When I learn Your righteous judgments.

8I will keep Your statutes;

Oh, do not forsake me utterly!

BETH

9How can a young man cleanse his way?

By taking heed according to Your word.

10With my whole heart I have Rsought You;

Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments! 

11Your word I have hidden in my heart, 

That I might not sin against You.

12Blessed are You, O LORD!

Teach me Your statutes.

13With my lips I have Rdeclared

All the judgments of Your mouth.

14I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, 

As much as in all riches.

15I will meditate on Your precepts, 

And Tcontemplate Your ways.

16I will Rdelight myself in Your statutes;

I will not forget Your word.

GIMEL

17Deal bountifully with Your servant, 

That I may live and keep Your word.

18Open my eyes, that I may see

Wondrous things from Your law.

19RI am a stranger in the earth;

Do not hide Your commandments from me.

20My soul breaks with longing

For Your judgments at all times.

21You rebuke the proud—the cursed, 

Who stray from Your commandments.

22RRemove from me reproach and contempt, 

For I have kept Your testimonies.

23Princes also sit and speak against me, 

But Your servant meditates on Your statutes.

24Your testimonies also are my delight

And my counselors.

DALETH

25RMy soul clings to the dust;

Revive me according to Your word.

26I have declared my ways, and You answered me;

RTeach me Your statutes.

27Make me understand the way of Your precepts;

So Rshall I meditate on Your wonderful works.

28My soul melts from Theaviness;

Strengthen me according to Your word.

29Remove from me the way of lying, 

And grant me Your law graciously.

30I have chosen the way of truth;

Your judgments I have laid before me.

31I cling to Your testimonies;

O LORD, do not put me to shame!

32I will run the course of Your commandments, 

For You shall enlarge my heart.

HE

33RTeach me, O LORD, the way of Your statutes, 

And I shall keep it to the end.

34RGive me understanding, and I shall keep Your law;

Indeed, I shall observe it with my whole heart.

35Make me walk in the path of Your commandments, 

For I delight in it.

36Incline my heart to Your testimonies, 

And not to Rcovetousness.

37RTurn away my eyes from Rlooking at worthless things, 

And revive me in Your way.*

38Establish Your word to Your servant, 

Who is devoted to fearing You.

39Turn away my reproach which I dread, 

For Your judgments are good.

40Behold, I long for Your precepts;

Revive me in Your righteousness.

WAW

41Let Your mercies come also to me, O LORD—

Your salvation according to Your word.

42So shall I have an answer for him who Treproaches me, 

For I trust in Your word.

43And take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth, 

For I have hoped in Your ordinances.

44So shall I keep Your law continually, 

Forever and ever.

45And I will walk at Rliberty, 

For I seek Your precepts.

46RI will speak of Your testimonies also before kings, 

And will not be ashamed.

47And I will delight myself in Your commandments, 

Which I love.

48My hands also I will lift up to Your commandments, 

Which I love, 

And I will meditate on Your statutes.

ZAYIN

49Remember the word to Your servant, 

Upon which You have caused me to hope.

50This is my comfort in my affliction, 

For Your word has given me life.

51The proud have me in great derision, 

Yet I do not turn aside from Your law.

52I remembered Your judgments of old, O LORD, 

And have comforted myself.

53RIndignation has taken hold of me

Because of the wicked, who forsake Your law. 

54Your statutes have been my songs

In the house of my pilgrimage.

55RI remember Your name in the night, O LORD, 

And I keep Your law.

56This has become mine, 

Because I kept Your precepts.

HETH

57RYou are my portion, O LORD;

I have said that I would keep Your words.

58I entreated Your favor with my whole heart;

Be merciful to me according to Your word.

59I Rthought about my ways, 

And turned my feet to Your testimonies.

60I made haste, and did not delay

To keep Your commandments.

61The cords of the wicked have bound me, 

But I have not forgotten Your law.

62RAt midnight I will rise to give thanks to You, 

Because of Your righteous judgments.

63I am a companion of all who fear You, 

And of those who keep Your precepts.

64RThe earth, O LORD, is full of Your mercy;

Teach me Your statutes. 

TETH

65You have dealt well with Your servant, 

O LORD, according to Your word.

66Teach me good judgment and Rknowledge, 

For I believe Your commandments.

67Before I was Rafflicted I went astray, 

But now I keep Your word. 

68You are Rgood, and do good;

Teach me Your statutes.

69The proud have RforgedT a lie against me, 

But I will keep Your precepts with my whole heart.

70RTheir heart is as fat as grease, 

But I delight in Your law. 

71It is good for me that I have been afflicted, 

That I may learn Your statutes.

72RThe law of Your mouth is better to me

Than thousands of coins of gold and silver. 

YOD

73RYour hands have made me and fashioned me;

Give me understanding, that I may learn Your commandments.

74RThose who fear You will be glad when they see me, 

Because I have hoped in Your word.

75I know, O LORD, Rthat Your judgments are Tright, 

And that in faithfulness You have afflicted me.

76Let, I pray, Your merciful kindness be for my comfort, 

According to Your word to Your servant.

77Let Your tender mercies come to me, that I may live;

For Your law is my delight.

78Let the proud Rbe ashamed, 

For they treated me wrongfully with falsehood;

But I will meditate on Your precepts.

79Let those who fear You turn to me, 

Those who know Your testimonies.

80Let my heart be blameless regarding Your statutes, 

That I may not be ashamed.

KAPH

81RMy soul faints for Your salvation, 

But I hope in Your word.

82My eyes fail from searching Your word, 

Saying, “When will You comfort me?”

83For RI have become like a wineskin in smoke, 

Yet I do not forget Your statutes.

84How many are the days of Your servant?

RWhen will You execute judgment on those who persecute me?

85The proud have dug pits for me, 

Which is not according to Your law.

86All Your commandments are faithful;

They persecute me Rwrongfully;

Help me! 

87They almost made an end of me on earth, 

But I did not forsake Your precepts.

88Revive me according to Your lovingkindness, 

So that I may keep the testimony of Your mouth.

LAMED

89RForever, O LORD, 

Your word is settled in heaven.

90Your faithfulness endures to all generations;

You established the earth, and it Tabides.

91They continue this day according to RYour ordinances, 

For all are Your servants.

92Unless Your law had been my delight, 

I would then have perished in my affliction.

93I will never forget Your precepts, 

For by them You have given me life.

94I am Yours, save me;

For I have sought Your precepts.

95The wicked wait for me to destroy me, 

But I will consider Your testimonies.

96RI have seen the consummation of all perfection, 

But Your commandment is exceedingly broad.

MEM

97Oh, how I love Your law!

RIt is my meditation all the day.

98You, through Your commandments, make me Rwiser than my enemies;

For they are ever with me. 

99I have more understanding than all my teachers, 

For Your testimonies are my meditation.

100I understand more than the Tancients, 

Because I keep Your precepts. 

101I have restrained my feet from every evil way, 

That I may keep Your word.

102I have not departed from Your judgments, 

For You Yourself have taught me.

103How sweet are Your words to my taste, 

Sweeter than honey to my mouth!

104Through Your precepts I get understanding;

Therefore I hate every false way.

NUN

105RYour word is a lamp to my feet

And a light to my path. 

106RI have sworn and confirmed

That I will keep Your righteous judgments.

107I am afflicted very much;

Revive me, O LORD, according to Your word.

108Accept, I pray, Rthe freewill offerings of my mouth, O LORD, 

And teach me Your judgments.

109RMy life is continually in my hand, 

Yet I do not forget Your law. 

110RThe wicked have laid a snare for me, 

Yet I have not strayed from Your precepts. 

111RYour testimonies I have taken as a Theritage forever, 

For they are the rejoicing of my heart.

112I have inclined my heart to perform Your statutes

Forever, to the very end.

SAMEK

113I hate the double-minded, 

But I love Your law.

114RYou are my hiding place and my shield;

I hope in Your word.

115RDepart from me, you evildoers, 

For I will keep the commandments of my God! 

116Uphold me according to Your word, that I may live;

And do not let me Rbe ashamed of my hope.

117THold me up, and I shall be safe, 

And I shall observe Your statutes continually. 

118You reject all those who stray from Your statutes, 

For their deceit is falsehood.

119You put away all the wicked of the earth Rlike dross;

Therefore I love Your testimonies.

120My flesh trembles for fear of You, 

And I am afraid of Your judgments.

AYIN

121I have done justice and righteousness;

Do not leave me to my oppressors.

122Be surety for Your servant for good;

Do not let the proud oppress me.

123My eyes fail from seeking Your salvation

And Your righteous word.

124Deal with Your servant according to Your mercy, 

And teach me Your statutes.

125RI am Your servant;

Give me understanding, 

That I may know Your testimonies.

126It is time for You to act, O LORD, 

For they have Tregarded Your law as void.

127Therefore I love Your commandments

More than gold, yes, than fine gold!

128Therefore all Your precepts concerning all things

I consider to be right;

I hate every false way.

PE

129Your testimonies are wonderful;

Therefore my soul keeps them.

130The entrance of Your words gives light;

It gives understanding to the simple.

131I opened my mouth and panted, 

For I longed for Your commandments.

132Look upon me and be merciful to me, 

RAs Your custom is toward those who love Your name.

133RDirect my steps by Your word, 

And Rlet no iniquity have dominion over me.

134Redeem me from the oppression of man, 

That I may keep Your precepts.

135RMake Your face shine upon Your servant, 

And teach me Your statutes.

136Rivers of water run down from my eyes, 

Because men do not keep Your law.

TSADDE

137RRighteous are You, O LORD, 

And upright are Your judgments.

138RYour testimonies, which You have commanded, 

Are righteous and very faithful.

139RMy zeal has Tconsumed me, 

Because my enemies have forgotten Your words.

140RYour word is very pure;

Therefore Your servant loves it.

141I am small and despised, 

Yet I do not forget Your precepts.

142Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, 

And Your law is Rtruth.

143Trouble and anguish have Tovertaken me, 

Yet Your commandments are my delights.

144The righteousness of Your testimonies is everlasting;

Give me understanding, and I shall live.

QOPH

145I cry out with my whole heart;

Hear me, O LORD!

I will keep Your statutes.

146I cry out to You;

Save me, and I will keep Your testimonies.

147RI rise before the dawning of the morning, 

And cry for help;

I hope in Your word.

148RMy eyes are awake through the night watches, 

That I may meditate on Your word.

149Hear my voice according to Your lovingkindness;

O LORD, revive me according to Your justice.

150They draw near who follow after wickedness;

They are far from Your law.

151You are Rnear, O LORD, 

And all Your commandments are truth.

152Concerning Your testimonies, 

I have known of old that You have founded them Rforever.

RESH

153RConsider my affliction and deliver me, 

For I do not forget Your law. 

154Plead my cause and redeem me;

Revive me according to Your word.

155Salvation is far from the wicked, 

For they do not seek Your statutes.

156Great are Your tender mercies, O LORD;

Revive me according to Your judgments.

157Many are my persecutors and my enemies, 

Yet I do not turn from Your testimonies.

158I see the treacherous, and Ram disgusted, 

Because they do not keep Your word.

159Consider how I love Your precepts;

Revive me, O LORD, according to Your lovingkindness.

160The entirety of Your word is truth, 

And every one of Your righteous judgments endures forever.

SHIN

161RPrinces persecute me without a cause, 

But my heart stands in awe of Your word. 

162I rejoice at Your word

As one who finds great treasure.

163I hate and abhor lying, 

But I love Your law.

164Seven times a day I praise You, 

Because of Your righteous judgments.

165RGreat peace have those who love Your law, 

And nothing causes them to stumble.

166LORD, I hope for Your salvation, 

And I do Your commandments.

167My soul keeps Your testimonies, 

And I love them exceedingly.

168I keep Your precepts and Your testimonies, 

For all my ways are before You.

TAU

169Let my cry come before You, O LORD;

RGive me understanding according to Your word.

170Let my supplication come before You;

Deliver me according to Your word.

171RMy lips shall utter praise, 

For You teach me Your statutes.

172My tongue shall speak of Your word, 

For all Your commandments are righteousness.

173Let Your hand become my help, 

For I have chosen Your precepts.

174I long for Your salvation, O LORD, 

And RYour law is my delight.

175Let my soul live, and it shall praise You;

And let Your judgments help me.

176RI have gone astray like a lost sheep;

Seek Your servant, 

For I do not forget Your commandments.




PSALM 120

A Cry in Distress

A Song of Ascents.

1In Rmy distress I cried to the LORD, 

2Deliver my soul, O LORD, from lying lips

And from a deceitful tongue.

3What shall be given to you, 

Or what shall be done to you, 

You false tongue?

4Sharp arrows of the Twarrior, 

With coals of the broom tree!

5Woe is me, that I dwell in Meshech, 

That I dwell among the tents of Kedar!

6My soul has dwelt too long

With one who hates peace.

7I am for peace;

But when I speak, they are for war.




PSALM 121

God Is Our Keeper

A Song of Ascents.

1I WILL lift up my eyes to the hills— From whence comes my help?

2My help comes from the LORD, 

Who made heaven and earth.

3He will not allow your foot to be moved;

He who keeps you will not slumber.

4Behold, He who keeps Israel

Shall neither slumber nor sleep.

5The LORD is your Tkeeper;

The LORD is Ryour shade Rat your right hand.

6RThe sun shall not strike you by day, 

Nor the moon by night. 

7The LORD shall Tpreserve you from all evil;

He shall Rpreserve your soul.

8The LORD shall RpreserveT your going out and your coming in

From this time forth, and even forevermore.




PSALM 122

“Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem”

A Song of Ascents. Of David.

1I WAS glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the LORD.”

2Our feet have been standing

Within your gates, O Jerusalem!

3Jerusalem is built

As a city that is compact together, 

4RWhere the tribes go up, 

The tribes of the LORD, 

To Rthe Testimony of Israel, 

To give thanks to the name of the LORD.

5For thrones are set there for judgment, 

The thrones of the house of David.

6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:

“May they prosper who love you.

7Peace be within your walls, 

Prosperity within your palaces.”

8For the sake of my brethren and companions, 

I will now say, “Peace be within you.”

9Because of the house of the LORD our God

I will Rseek your good.




PSALM 123

Plea for the Mercy of God

A Song of Ascents.

1Unto You RI lift up my eyes, 

O You who dwell in the heavens.

2Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, 

As the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, 

RSo our eyes look to the LORD our God, 

Until He has mercy on us. 

3Have mercy on us, O LORD, have mercy on us!

For we are exceedingly filled with contempt.

4Our soul is exceedingly filled

With the scorn of those who are at ease, 

With the contempt of the proud.




PSALM 124

God Is on Our Side

A Song of Ascents. Of David.

1“If it had not been the LORD who was on our Rside, ”

RLet Israel now say—

2“If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, 

When men rose up against us, 

3Then they would have Rswallowed us alive, 

When their wrath was kindled against us;

4Then the waters would have overwhelmed us, 

The stream would have Tgone over our soul;

5Then the swollen waters

Would have gone over our soul.”

6Blessed be the LORD, 

Who has not given us as prey to their teeth.

7ROur soul has escaped Ras a bird from the snare of the fowlers;*

The snare is broken, and we have escaped.

8Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

RWho made heaven and earth.




PSALM 125

Trust in the Lord and Abide Forever

A Song of Ascents.

1Those who trust in the LORD Are like Mount Zion, 

Which cannot be moved, but abides forever.

2As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 

So the LORD surrounds His people

From this time forth and forever.

3For Rthe scepter of wickedness shall not rest

On the land allotted to the righteous, 

Lest the righteous reach out their hands to iniquity.

4Do good, O LORD, to those who are good, 

And to those who are upright in their hearts.

5As for such as turn aside to their Rcrooked ways, 

The LORD shall lead them away





With the workers of iniquity.

RPeace be upon Israel!




PSALM 126

“Sow in Tears … Reap in Joy”

A Song of Ascents.

1When Rthe LORD brought back the captivity of Zion, 

We were like those who dream.

2Then Rour mouth was filled with laughter, 

And our tongue with singing.

Then they said among the Tnations, 

“The LORD has done great things for them.” 

3The LORD has done great things for us, 

And we are glad.

4Bring back our captivity, O LORD, 

As the streams in the South.

5RThose who sow in tears

Shall reap in joy.

6He who continually goes Tforth weeping, 

Bearing seed for sowing, 

Shall doubtless come again Twith Rrejoicing, 

Bringing his sheaves with him.




PSALM 127

Children Are God’s Heritage

A Song of Ascents. Of Solomon.

1Unless the LORD builds the house, They labor in vain who build it;

Unless the LORD guards the city, 

The watchman stays awake in vain.

2It is vain for you to rise up early, 

To sit up late, 

To eat the bread of sorrows;

For so He gives His beloved sleep.

3Behold, Rchildren are a heritage from the LORD, 

The fruit of the womb is a reward.

4Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, 

So are the children of one’s youth.

5RHappy is the man who has his quiver full of them;

RThey shall not be ashamed, 

But shall speak with their enemies in the gate.




PSALM 128

Blessing on the House of the God-Fearing

A Song of Ascents.

1Blessed Ris every one who fears the LORD, 

Who walks in His ways.

2RWhen you eat the labor of your hands, 

You shall be happy, and it shall be Rwell with you.

3Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine

In the very heart of your house, 

Your children like olive plants

All around your table.

4Behold, thus shall the man be blessed

Who fears the LORD.

5RThe LORD bless you out of Zion, 

And may you see the good of Jerusalem

All the days of your life. 

6Yes, may you Rsee your children’s children.

RPeace be upon Israel!




PSALM 129

Plea of the Persecuted

A Song of Ascents.

1“Many a time they have Rafflicted me from my youth, ”

RLet Israel now say—

2“Many a time they have afflicted me from my youth;

Yet they have not prevailed against me.

3The plowers plowed on my back;

They made their furrows long.”

4The LORD is righteous;

He has cut in pieces the cords of the wicked.

5Let all those who hate Zion

Be put to shame and turned back.

6Let them be as the Rgrass on the housetops, 

Which withers before it grows up, 

7With which the reaper does not fill his hand, 

Nor he who binds sheaves, his arms.

8Neither let those who pass by them say, 

“The blessing of the LORD be upon you;

We bless you in the name of the LORD!”




PSALM 130

“My Soul Waits for the Lord”

A Song of Ascents.

1Out Rof the depths I have cried to You, O LORD;

2Lord, hear my voice!

Let Your ears be attentive

To the voice of my supplications.

3If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, 

O Lord, who could Rstand?

4But there is forgiveness with You, 

That RYou may be feared.

5I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 

And Rin His word I do hope.

6RMy soul waits for the Lord

More than those who watch for the morning—

Yes, more than those who watch for the morning.

7RO Israel, hope in the LORD;

For with the LORD there is mercy, 

And with Him is abundant redemption.

8And RHe shall redeem Israel 

From all his iniquities.




PSALM 131

A Childlike Faith

A Song of Ascents. Of David.

1Lord, my heart is not Thaughty, 

Nor my eyes Tlofty.

RNeither do I Tconcern myself with great matters, 

Nor with things too profound for me.

2Surely I have calmed and quieted my soul, 

RLike a weaned child with his mother;

Like a weaned child is my soul within me. 

3RO Israel, hope in the LORD

From this time forth and forever.




PSALM 132

Trust in the God of David

A Song of Ascents.

1Lord, remember David And all his afflictions;

2How he swore to the LORD, 

And vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob:

3“Surely I will not go into the chamber of my house, 

Or go up to the comfort of my bed;

4I will Rnot give sleep to my eyes

Or slumber to my eyelids, 

5Until I Rfind a place for the LORD, 

A dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob.” 

6Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah;

We found it in the fields of the woods.*

7Let us go into His tabernacle;

Let us worship at His footstool.

8Arise, O LORD, to Your resting place, 

You and the ark of Your strength.

9Let Your priests Rbe clothed with righteousness, 

And let Your saints shout for joy.

10For Your servant David’s sake, 

Do not turn away the face of Your Anointed.

11The LORD has sworn in truth to David;

He will not turn from it:

“I will set upon your throne Rthe Tfruit of your body.

12If your sons will keep My covenant

And My testimony which I shall teach them, 

Their sons also shall sit upon your throne forevermore.”

13For the LORD has chosen Zion;

He has desired it for His dwelling place:

14“This is My resting place forever;

Here I will dwell, for I have desired it.

15I will abundantly bless her provision;

I will satisfy her poor with bread.

16RI will also clothe her priests with salvation, 

And her saints shall shout aloud for joy.

17RThere I will make the Thorn of David grow;

I will prepare a lamp for My Anointed.

18His enemies I will Rclothe with shame, 

But upon Himself His crown shall flourish.” 




PSALM 133

Beauty of the Unity of the Brethren

A Song of Ascents. Of David.

1Behold, how good and how pleasant it is

For brethren to dwell together in unity!

2It is like the precious oil upon the head, 

Running down on the beard, 

The beard of Aaron, 

Running down on the edge of his garments.

3It is like the dew of RHermon, 

Descending upon the mountains of Zion;

For Rthere the LORD commanded the blessing—

Life forevermore.




PSALM 134

Praise the Lord in the Evening

A Song of Ascents.

1Behold, bless the LORD, All you servants of the LORD, 

Who by night stand in the house of the LORD!

2RLift up your hands in the sanctuary, 

And bless the LORD. 

3The LORD who made heaven and earth

Bless you from Zion!




PSALM 135

God Has Done Great Things!

1Praise the LORD!

Praise the name of the LORD;

Praise Him, O you servants of the LORD!

2You who stand in the house of the LORD, 

In the courts of the house of our God, 

3Praise the LORD, for Rthe LORD is good;

Sing praises to His name, Rfor it is pleasant.

4For Rthe LORD has chosen Jacob for Himself, 

Israel for His special treasure.

5For I know that the LORD is great, 

And our Lord is above all gods.

6RWhatever the LORD pleases He does, 

In heaven and in earth, 

In the seas and in all deep places.

7RHe causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth;

He makes lightning for the rain;

He brings the wind out of His Rtreasuries.

8RHe destroyed the firstborn of Egypt, 

Both of man and beast.

9RHe sent signs and wonders into the midst of you, O Egypt, 

Upon Pharaoh and all his servants.

10RHe defeated many nations

And slew mighty kings—

11Sihon king of the Amorites, 

Og king of Bashan, 

And all the kingdoms of Canaan—

12And gave their land as a heritage, 

A heritage to Israel His people.

13RYour name, O LORD, endures forever, 

Your fame, O LORD, throughout all generations.

14RFor the LORD will judge His people, 

And He will have compassion on His servants. 

15RThe idols of the nations are silver and gold, 

The work of men’s hands.

16They have mouths, but they do not speak;

Eyes they have, but they do not see;

17They have ears, but they do not hear;

Nor is there any breath in their mouths.

18Those who make them are like them;

So is everyone who trusts in them.

19Bless the LORD, O house of Israel!

Bless the LORD, O house of Aaron!

20Bless the LORD, O house of Levi!

You who fear the LORD, bless the LORD!

21Blessed be the LORD Rout of Zion, 

Who dwells in Jerusalem! 

Praise the LORD!




PSALM 136

God’s Mercy Endures Forever

1Oh, Rgive thanks to the LORD, for He is good!

For His mercy endures forever.

2Oh, give thanks to the God of gods!

For His mercy endures forever.

3Oh, give thanks to the Lord of lords!

For His mercy endures forever:

4To Him who alone does great wonders, 

For His mercy endures forever;

5RTo Him who by wisdom made the heavens, 

For His mercy endures forever;

6RTo Him who laid out the earth above the waters, 

For His mercy endures forever;

7To Him who made great lights, 

For His mercy endures forever—

8RThe sun to rule by day, 

For His mercy endures forever;

9The moon and stars to rule by night, 

For His mercy endures forever.

10RTo Him who struck Egypt in their firstborn, 

For His mercy endures forever;

11RAnd brought out Israel from among them, 

For His mercy endures forever;

12RWith a strong hand, and with an outstretched arm, 

For His mercy endures forever;

13To Him who divided the Red Sea in two, 

For His mercy endures forever;

14And made Israel pass through the midst of it, 

For His mercy endures forever;

15RBut overthrew Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea, 

For His mercy endures forever;

16RTo Him who led His people through the wilderness, 

For His mercy endures forever;

17To Him who struck down great kings, 

For His mercy endures forever;

18RAnd slew famous kings, 

For His mercy endures forever—

19RSihon king of the Amorites, 

For His mercy endures forever;

20RAnd Og king of Bashan, 

For His mercy endures forever—

21And gave their land as a heritage, 

For His mercy endures forever;

22A heritage to Israel His servant, 

For His mercy endures forever.

23Who remembered us in our lowly state, 

For His mercy endures forever;

24And rescued us from our enemies, 

For His mercy endures forever;

25RWho gives food to all flesh, 

For His mercy endures forever.

26Oh, give thanks to the God of heaven!

For His mercy endures forever.




PSALM 137

Tears in Exile

1By the rivers of Babylon, There we sat down, yea, we wept

When we remembered Zion.

2We hung our harps

Upon the willows in the midst of it.

3For there those who carried us away captive asked of us a song, 

And those who Rplundered us requested mirth, 

Saying, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”

4How shall we sing the LORD’s song

In a foreign land?

5If I forget you, O Jerusalem, 

Let my right hand forget its skill!

6If I do not remember you, 

Let my Rtongue cling to the roof of my mouth—

If I do not exalt Jerusalem

Above my chief joy.

7Remember, O LORD, against Rthe sons of Edom

The day of Jerusalem, 

Who said, T“Raze it, raze it, 

To its very foundation!”

8O daughter of Babylon, Rwho are to be destroyed, 

Happy the one Rwho repays you as you have served us!

9Happy the one who takes and dashes

Your little ones against the rock!




PSALM 138

God Answered My Prayer

A Psalm of David.

1I WILL praise You with my whole heart; RBefore the gods I will sing praises to You.

2RI will worship Rtoward Your holy temple, 

And praise Your name 

For Your lovingkindness and Your truth;

For You have Rmagnified Your word above all Your name.

3In the day when I cried out, You answered me, 

And made me bold with strength in my soul.

4RAll the kings of the earth shall praise You, O LORD, 

When they hear the words of Your mouth.

5Yes, they shall sing of the ways of the LORD, 

For great is the glory of the LORD.

6Though the LORD is on high, 

Yet RHe regards the lowly;

But the proud He knows from afar.

7RThough I walk in the midst of trouble, You will revive me;

You will stretch out Your hand

Against the wrath of my enemies, 

And Your right hand will save me.

8RThe LORD will Tperfect that which concerns me;

Your mercy, O LORD, endures forever;

Do not forsake the works of Your hands.




PSALM 139

“Search Me, O God”

For the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

1O LORD, RYou have searched me and known me.

2RYou know my sitting down and my rising up;

You understand my thought afar off.

3RYou Tcomprehend my path and my lying down, 

And are acquainted with all my ways.

4For there is not a word on my tongue, 

But behold, O LORD, RYou know it altogether.

5You have Thedged me behind and before, 

And laid Your hand upon me. 

6RSuch knowledge is too wonderful for me;

It is high, I cannot attain it. 

7Where can I go from Your Spirit?

Or where can I flee from Your presence?

8If I ascend into heaven, You are there;

RIf I make my bed in Thell, behold, You are there.

9If I take the wings of the morning, 

And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

10Even there Your hand shall lead me, 

And Your right hand shall hold me.

11If I say, “Surely the darkness shall fall* on me, ”

Even the night shall be light about me;

12Indeed, Rthe darkness Tshall not hide from You, 

But the night shines as the day;

The darkness and the light are both alike to You.

13For You formed my inward parts;

You covered me in my mother’s womb.

14I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;*

Marvelous are Your works, 

And that my soul knows very well.

15RMy frame was not hidden from You, 

When I was made in secret, 

And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 

16Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed.

And in Your book they all were written, 

The days fashioned for me, 

When as yet there were none of them.

17RHow precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God!

How great is the sum of them!

18If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand;

When I awake, I am still with You.

19Oh, that You would Rslay the wicked, O God!

RDepart from me, therefore, you bloodthirsty men.

20For they speak against You wickedly;

Your enemies take Your name in vain.*

21RDo I not hate them, O LORD, who hate You?

And do I not loathe those who rise up against You?

22I hate them with Tperfect hatred;

I count them my enemies. 

23Search me, O God, and know my heart;

Try me, and know my anxieties;

24And see if there is any wicked way in me, 

And lead me in the way everlasting.




PSALM 140

Preserve Me from Violence

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

1Deliver me, O LORD, from evil men; Preserve me from violent men, 

2Who plan evil things in their hearts;

They continually gather together for war.

3They sharpen their tongues like a serpent;

The Rpoison of asps is under their lips. Selah

4RKeep me, O LORD, from the hands of the wicked;

Preserve me from violent men, 

Who have purposed to make my steps stumble.

5The proud have hidden a Rsnare for me, and cords;

They have spread a net by the wayside;

They have set traps for me. Selah

6I said to the LORD: “You are my God;

Hear the voice of my supplications, O LORD.

7O GOD the Lord, the strength of my salvation, 

You have Tcovered my head in the day of battle.

8Do not grant, O LORD, the desires of the wicked;

Do not further his wicked scheme, 

RLest they be exalted. Selah 

9“As for the head of those who surround me, 

Let the evil of their lips cover them;

10RLet burning coals fall upon them;

Let them be cast into the fire, 

Into deep pits, that they rise not up again. 

11Let not a slanderer be established in the earth;

Let evil hunt the violent man to overthrow him.”

12I know that the LORD will Rmaintain

The cause of the afflicted, 

And justice for the poor. 

13Surely the righteous shall give thanks to Your name;

The upright shall dwell in Your presence.




PSALM 141

“Set a Guard, O LORD, over My Mouth”

A Psalm of David.

1Lord, I cry out to You; Make haste to me!

Give ear to my voice when I cry out to You.

2Let my prayer be set before You Ras incense, 

RThe lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

3Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth;

Keep watch over the door of my lips.

4Do not incline my heart to any evil thing, 

To practice wicked works

With men who work iniquity;

And do not let me eat of their delicacies.

5RLet the righteous strike me;

It shall be a kindness.

And let him rebuke me;

It shall be as excellent oil;

Let my head not refuse it.

For still my prayer is against the deeds of the wicked.

6Their judges are overthrown by the sides of the Tcliff, 

And they hear my words, for they are sweet.

7Our bones are scattered at the mouth of the grave, 

As when one plows and breaks up the earth.

8But Rmy eyes are upon You, O GOD the Lord;

In You I take refuge;

Do not leave my soul destitute.

9Keep me from Rthe snares they have laid for me, 

And from the traps of the workers of iniquity.

10RLet the wicked fall into their own nets, 

While I escape safely. 




PSALM 142

“No One Cares for My Soul”

A RContemplation* of David. A Prayer Rwhen he was in the cave.

1I CRY out to the LORD with my voice; With my voice to the LORD I make my supplication.

2I pour out my complaint before Him;

I declare before Him my trouble.

3When my spirit Twas Roverwhelmed within me, 

Then You knew my path.

In the way in which I walk

They have secretly set a snare for me.

4Look on my right hand and see, 

For there is no one who acknowledges me;

Refuge has failed me;

No one cares for my soul.

5I cried out to You, O LORD:

I said, “You are my refuge, 

My portion in the land of the living.

6TAttend to my cry, 

For I am brought very low;

Deliver me from my persecutors, 

For they are stronger than I.

7Bring my soul out of prison, 

That I may praise Your name;

The righteous shall surround me, 

For You shall deal bountifully with me.”




PSALM 143

“Teach Me to Do Your Will”

A Psalm of David.

1Hear my prayer, O LORD, Give ear to my supplications!

In Your faithfulness answer me, 

And in Your righteousness.

2Do not enter into judgment with Your servant, 

RFor in Your sight no one living is righteous.

3For the enemy has persecuted my soul;

He has crushed my life to the ground;

He has made me dwell in darkness, 

Like those who have long been dead.

4RTherefore my spirit is overwhelmed within me;

My heart within me is distressed.

5I remember the days of old;

I meditate on all Your works;

I muse on the work of Your hands.

6I spread out my hands to You;

RMy soul longs for You like a thirsty land. Selah

7Answer me speedily, O LORD;

My spirit fails!

Do not hide Your face from me, 

RLest I Tbe like those who Tgo down into the pit.

8Cause me to hear Your lovingkindness Rin the morning, 

For in You do I trust;

RCause me to know the way in which I should walk, 

For RI lift up my soul to You.

9Deliver me, O LORD, from my enemies;

In You I take shelter.*

10RTeach me to do Your will, 

For You are my God;

RYour Spirit is good.

Lead me in the land of uprightness.

11RRevive me, O LORD, for Your name’s sake!

For Your righteousness’ sake bring my soul out of trouble.

12In Your mercy RcutT off my enemies, 

And destroy all those who afflict my soul; 

For I am Your servant.




PSALM 144

“What Is Man?”

A Psalm of David.

1Blessed be the LORD my Rock, RWho trains my hands for war, 

And my fingers for battle—

2My lovingkindness and my fortress, 

My high tower and my deliverer, 

My shield and the One in whom I take refuge, 

Who subdues my people* under me.

3RLORD, what is man, that You take knowledge of him?

Or the son of man, that You are mindful of him?

4RMan is like a breath;

His days are like a passing shadow.

5RBow down Your heavens, O LORD, and come down;

RTouch the mountains, and they shall smoke.

6RFlash forth lightning and scatter them;

Shoot out Your arrows and destroy them. 

7Stretch out Your hand from above;

Rescue me and deliver me out of great waters, 

From the hand of foreigners, 

8Whose mouth Rspeaks Tlying words, 

And whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood. 

9I will Rsing a new song to You, O God;

On a harp of ten strings I will sing praises to You, 

10The One who gives salvation to kings, 

RWho delivers David His servant

From the deadly sword. 

11Rescue me and deliver me from the hand of foreigners, 

Whose mouth speaks lying words, 

And whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood—

12That our sons may be Ras plants grown up in their youth;

That our daughters may be as Tpillars, 

Sculptured in palace style; 

13That our barns may be full, 

Supplying all kinds of produce;

That our sheep may bring forth thousands

And ten thousands in our fields;

14That our oxen may be well laden;

That there be no Tbreaking in or going out;

That there be no outcry in our streets.

15RHappy are the people who are in such a state;

Happy are the people whose God is the LORD!




PSALM 145

Testify to God’s Great Acts

RA Praise of David.

1I WILL Textol You, my God, O King; And I will bless Your name forever and ever.

2Every day I will bless You, 

And I will praise Your name forever and ever.

3RGreat is the LORD, and greatly to be praised;

And His greatness is unsearchable.

4ROne generation shall praise Your works to another, 

And shall declare Your mighty acts.

5I* will meditate on the glorious splendor of Your majesty, 

And on Your wondrous works.*

6Men shall speak of the might of Your awesome acts, 

And I will declare Your greatness.

7They shall utter the memory of Your great goodness, 

And shall sing of Your righteousness.

8RThe LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 

Slow to anger and great in mercy.

9RThe LORD is good to all, 

And His tender mercies are over all His works.

10RAll Your works shall praise You, O LORD, 

And Your saints shall bless You.

11They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom, 

And talk of Your power, 

12To make known to the sons of men His mighty acts, 

And the glorious majesty of His kingdom.

13RYour kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

And Your dominion endures throughout all generations.*

14The LORD upholds all who fall, 

And raises up all who are bowed down.

15RThe eyes of all look expectantly to You, 

And RYou give them their food in due season.

16You open Your hand

RAnd satisfy the desire of every living thing.

17The LORD is righteous in all His ways, 

Gracious in all His works.

18RThe LORD is near to all who call upon Him, 

To all who call upon Him in truth.

19He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him;

He also will hear their cry and save them.

20The LORD preserves all who love Him, 

But all the wicked He will destroy.

21My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD, 

And all flesh shall bless His holy name

Forever and ever.




PSALM 146

“Do Not Put Your Trust in Princes”

1PraiseT the LORD!

RPraise the LORD, O my soul!

2RWhile I live I will praise the LORD;

I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

3RDo not put your trust in princes, 

Nor in a son of man, in whom there is no Thelp.

4RHis spirit departs, he returns to his earth;

In that very day his plans perish.

5RHappy is he who has the God of Jacob for his help, 

Whose hope is in the LORD his God, 

6RWho made heaven and earth, 

The sea, and all that is in them;

Who keeps truth forever, 

7Who executes justice for the oppressed, 

RWho gives food to the hungry.

The LORD gives freedom to the prisoners.

8RThe LORD opens the eyes of the blind;

RThe LORD raises those who are bowed down; 

The LORD loves the righteous.

9RThe LORD watches over the strangers;

He relieves the fatherless and widow;

RBut the way of the wicked He turns upside down. 

10RThe LORD shall reign forever—

Your God, O Zion, to all generations.

Praise the LORD!




PSALM 147

God Heals the Brokenhearted

1PraiseT the LORD!

For Rit is good to sing praises to our God;

RFor it is pleasant, and Rpraise is beautiful.

2The LORD Rbuilds up Jerusalem;

RHe gathers together the outcasts of Israel.

3RHe heals the brokenhearted

And binds up their Twounds.

4RHe counts the number of the stars;

He calls them all by name. 

5Great is our Lord, and mighty in power;

RHis understanding is infinite.

6RThe LORD lifts up the humble;

He casts the wicked down to the ground. 

7Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving;

Sing praises on the harp to our God, 

8RWho covers the heavens with clouds, 

Who prepares rain for the earth, 

Who makes grass to grow on the mountains.

9RHe gives to the beast its food, 

And to the young ravens that cry.

10RHe does not delight in the strength of the horse;

He takes no pleasure in the legs of a man.

11The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him, 

In those who hope in His mercy.

12Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem!

Praise your God, O Zion!

13For He has strengthened the bars of your gates;

He has blessed your children within you.

14He makes peace in your borders, 

And fills you with the finest wheat.

15RHe sends out His command to the earth;

His word runs very swiftly. 

16RHe gives snow like wool;

He scatters the frost like ashes;

17He casts out His hail like morsels;

Who can stand before His cold?

18RHe sends out His word and melts them;

He causes His wind to blow, and the waters flow. 

19RHe declares His word to Jacob, 

RHis statutes and His judgments to Israel. 

20RHe has not dealt thus with any nation;

And as for His judgments, they have not known them.

TPraise the LORD!




PSALM 148

All Creation Praises the LORD

1PraiseT the LORD!

Praise the LORD from the heavens;

Praise Him in the heights!

2Praise Him, all His angels;

Praise Him, all His hosts!

3Praise Him, sun and moon;

Praise Him, all you stars of light!

4Praise Him, you heavens of heavens, 

And you waters above the heavens!

5Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

For RHe commanded and they were created.

6RHe also established them forever and ever;

He made a decree which shall not pass away.

7Praise the LORD from the earth, 

RYou great sea creatures and all the depths;

8Fire and hail, snow and clouds;

Stormy wind, fulfilling His word;

9RMountains and all hills;

Fruitful trees and all cedars;

10Beasts and all cattle;

Creeping things and flying fowl;

11Kings of the earth and all peoples;

Princes and all judges of the earth;

12Both young men and maidens;

Old men and children.

13Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

For His Rname alone is exalted;

His glory is above the earth and heaven.

14And He Rhas exalted the Thorn of His people, 

The praise of Rall His saints—

Of the children of Israel, 

RA people near to Him.

TPraise the LORD!




PSALM 149

“The LORD Takes Pleasure in His People”

1PraiseT the LORD!

RSing to the LORD a new song, 

And His praise in the assembly of saints.

2Let Israel rejoice in their Maker;

Let the children of Zion be joyful in their RKing.

3RLet them praise His name with the dance;

Let them sing praises to Him with the timbrel and harp.

4For Rthe LORD takes pleasure in His people;

RHe will beautify the Thumble with salvation.

5Let the saints be joyful in glory;

Let them sing aloud on their beds.

6Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, 

And a two-edged sword in their hand, 

7To execute vengeance on the nations, 

And punishments on the peoples;

8To bind their kings with chains, 

And their nobles with fetters of iron;

9RTo execute on them the written judgment—

This honor have all His saints.

TPraise the LORD!




PSALM 150

“Praise the LORD!”

1PraiseR the LORD!

Praise God in His sanctuary;

Praise Him in His mighty firmament!

2Praise Him for His mighty acts;

Praise Him according to His excellent Rgreatness!

3Praise Him with the sound of the Ttrumpet;

Praise Him with the lute and harp!

4Praise Him with the timbrel and dance;

Praise Him with stringed instruments and flutes!

5Praise Him with loud cymbals;

Praise Him with clashing cymbals!

6Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.

TPraise the LORD!




The Book of Proverbs
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THE BOOK OF PROVERBS

The key word in Proverbs is wisdom, “the ability to live life skillfully.” A godly life in an ungodly world, however, is no simple assignment. Proverbs provides God’s detailed instructions for His people to deal successfully with the practical affairs of everyday life: how to relate to God, parents, children, neighbors, and government. Solomon, the principal author, uses a combination of poetry, parables, pithy questions, short stories, and wise maxims to give in strikingly memorable form the common sense and divine perspective necessary to handle life’s issues.

Because Solomon, the pinnacle of Israel’s wise men, was the principal contributor, the Hebrew title of this book is Mishle Shelomoh, “Proverbs of Solomon” (1:1). The Greek title is Paroimiai Salomontos, “Proverbs of Solomon.” The Latin title Liber Proverbiorum, “Book of Proverbs, ” combines the words pro (“for”) and verba (“words”) to describe the way the proverbs concentrate many words into a few. The Rabbinical writings called Proverbs Sepher Hokhmah, “Book of Wisdom.”
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THE AUTHOR OF PROVERBS

Solomon’s name appears at the beginning of the three sections he wrote: 1:1 for chapters 1–9, 10:1 for chapters 10:1–22:16, and 25:1 for chapters 25–29. According to 1 Kings 4:32, he spoke 3,000 proverbs and 1,005 songs. Only about 800 of his 3,000 proverbs are included in the two Solomonic collections in this book. No man was better qualified than Solomon to be the principal contributor. He asked for wisdom (1 Kin. 3:5–9) and God granted it to him (1 Kin. 4:29–31) to such a degree that people from foreign lands came to hear him speak (1 Kin. 4:34; 10:1–13, 24). His breadth of knowledge, aptitude, skill, and perception were extraordinary. In every area Solomon brought prosperity and glory to Israel until his latter years (cf. 1 Kin. 11:4).

It is likely that Solomon collected and edited proverbs other than his own. According to Ecclesiastes 12:9, “he pondered and sought out and set in order many proverbs.” The second collection of Solomonic proverbs in 25–29 was assembled by the scribes of King Hezekiah because of his interest in spiritually benefiting his subjects with the Word of God. The prophets Isaiah and Micah ministered during Hezekiah’s time, and it has been suggested that they also might have been involved in this collection.

Proverbs 22:17–24:34 consists of “the words of the wise” (22:17; 24:23). Some of these sayings are quite similar to those found in The Wisdom of Amenemope, a document of teachings on civil service by an Egyptian who probably lived between 1000 B.C. and 600 B.C. Wise men of this period went to hear one another, and it is probable that Amenemope borrowed certain aphorisms from Hebrew literature. If the hakhamim (“wise men”) lived before Solomon’s time, he may have been the collector and editor of this series of wise sayings.

There is no biblical information about Agur (30) or Lemuel (31). Agur ben Jakeh (30:1) is simply called an oracle, and Lemuel is called a king and an oracle (31:1). Both have been identified with Solomon, but there is no basis for this suggestion.
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THE TIME OF PROVERBS

Proverbs is a collection of topical maxims and is not a historical book. It is a product of the wisdom school in Israel. According to Jeremiah 18:18 and Ezekiel 7:26, three groups communicated to the people on behalf of God: the priests imparted the Law; the prophets communicated the divine word and visions; and the elders gave counsel to the people. The elders provided the practical application of godly wisdom to specific problems and decisions. The “Preacher” of Ecclesiastes is a good example of the wisdom school (Eccl. 1:1, 12; 7:27; 12:8–10). Qoheleth, or “Preacher, ” meant “one who addresses an assembly”: he presided over a “school” of wise men and “taught the people knowledge” (Eccl. 12:9). “My son” in Proverbs and Ecclesiastes evidently refers to the pupil. This was parallel to Samuel’s role of heading Israel’s school of prophets.

Wisdom literature is also found in other countries of the ancient Near East. In Egypt, written examples can be found as early as 2700 B.C. Although the style was similar to Israel’s wisdom literature, the proverbs and sayings of these countries differed from those of Israel in content because they lacked the character of the righteous standards of the Lord.

Solomon’s proverbs were written by 931 B.C., and his proverbs in chapters 25–29 were collected by Hezekiah about 230 years later (Hezekiah reigned from 715 to 686 B.C.). Under Solomon, Israel was at its spiritual, political, and economic summit. Solomon probably wrote his proverbs in his middle years, before his character began to decline into carnality, materialism, and idolatry.
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THE CHRIST OF PROVERBS

In Proverbs 8, wisdom is personified and seen in its perfection. It is divine (8:22–31), it is the source of biological and spiritual life (3:18; 8:35), it is righteous and moral (8:8, 9), and it is available to all who will receive it (8:1–6, 32–35). This wisdom became incarnate in Christ “in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3). “But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—and righteousness and sanctification and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30; cf. 1 Cor. 1:22–24).
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KEYS TO PROVERBS

Key Word: Wisdom—Proverbs is one of the few biblical books that clearly spells out its purpose. The purpose statement in 1:2–6 is twofold: (1) to impart moral discernment and discretion (1:3–5), and (2) to develop mental clarity and perception (1:2, 6). The words “wisdom and instruction” in 1:2 complement each other because “wisdom” (hokhmah) means “skill” and “instruction” (musar) means “discipline.” No skill is perfected without discipline, and when a person has skill he has freedom to create something beautiful. Proverbs deals with the most fundamental skill of all: practical righteousness before God in every area of life. This requires knowledge, experience, and a willingness to put God first (see 3:5–7). Chapters 1–9 are designed to create a felt need for wisdom, and Proverbs as a whole is designed both to prevent and to remedy ungodly lifestyles. The book served as a manual to impart the legacy of wisdom, prudence, understanding, discretion, knowledge, guidance, competence, correction, counsel, and truth—from generation to generation.

Key Verses: Proverbs 1:5–7 and 3:5, 6—“A wise man will hear and increase learning, and a man of understanding will attain wise counsel, to understand a proverb and an enigma, the words of the wise and their riddles. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction” (1:5–7).

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths” (3:5, 6).

Key Chapter: Proverbs 31—The last chapter of Proverbs is unique in ancient literature, as it reveals a very high and noble view of women. The woman in these verses is: (1) a good woman (31:13, 15, 16, 19, 25), (2) a good wife (31:11, 12, 23, 24), (3) a good mother (31:14, 15, 18, 21, 27), and (4) a good neighbor (31:20–26). Her conduct, concern, speech, and life stand in sharp contrast to the woman pictured in Proverbs 7.
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SURVEY OF PROVERBS

Proverbs is the most intensely practical book in the Old Testament because it teaches skillful living in the multiple aspects of everyday life. Its specific precepts include instruction on wisdom and folly, the righteous and the wicked, the tongue, pride and humility, justice and vengeance, the family, laziness and work, poverty and wealth, friends and neighbors, love and lust, anger and strife, masters and servants, life and death. Proverbs touches upon every facet of human relationships, and its principles transcend the bounds of time and culture.

The Hebrew word for “proverb” (mashal) means “comparison, similar, parallel.” A proverb uses a comparison or figure of speech to make a pithy but poignant observation. Proverbs have been defined as simple illustrations that expose fundamental realities of life. These maxims are not theoretical but practical; they are easily memorized, based on real-life experience, and designed for use in the mainstream of life. The proverbs are general statements and illustrations of timeless truth, which allow for, but do not condone, exceptions to the rule. The key word is hokhmah, “wisdom”: it literally means “skill” (in living). Wisdom is more than shrewdness or intelligence. Instead, it relates to practical righteousness and moral acumen. The Book of Proverbs may be divided into six segments: the purpose of Proverbs (1:1–7), the proverbs to the youth (1:8–9:18), the proverbs of Solomon (10:1–24:34), the proverbs of Solomon copied by Hezekiah’s men (25:1–29:27), the words of Agur (30:1–33), and the words of King Lemuel (31:1–31).

The Purpose of Proverbs (1:1–7): The brief prologue states the author, theme, and purpose of the book.

The Proverbs to the Youth (1:8–9:18): Following the introduction, there is a series of ten exhortations, each beginning with “My son” (1:8–9:18). These messages introduce the concept of wisdom in the format of a father’s efforts to persuade his son to pursue the path of wisdom in order to achieve godly success in life. Wisdom rejects the invitation of crime and foolishness, rewards seekers of wisdom on every level, and wisdom’s discipline provides freedom and safety (1–4). Wisdom protects one from illicit sensuality and its consequences, from foolish practices and laziness, and from adultery and the lure of the harlot (5–7). Wisdom is to be preferred to folly because of its divine origin and rich benefits (8 and 9). There are four kinds of fools, ranging from those who are naive and uncommitted to scoffers who arrogantly despise the way of God. The fool is not mentally deficient; he is self-sufficient, ordering his life as if there were no God.

The Proverbs of Solomon (10:1–24:34): There is a minimal amount of topical arrangement in these chapters. There are some thematic clusters (e.g., 26:1–12, 13–16, 20–22), but the usual units are one-verse maxims. It is helpful to assemble and organize these proverbs according to such specific themes as money and speech. This Solomonic collection consists of 375 proverbs of Solomon. Chapters 10–15 contrast right and wrong in practice, and all but nineteen proverbs use antithetic parallelism, that is, parallels of paired opposite principles. Chapters 16:1–22:16 offer a series of self-evident moral truths and all but eighteen proverbs use synonymous parallelism, that is, parallels of paired identical or similar principles. The words of wise men (22:17–24:34) are given in two groups. The first group includes thirty distinct sayings (22:17–24:22), and six more are found in the second group (24:23–34).

The Proverbs of Solomon Copied by Hezekiah’s Men (25:1–29:27): This second Solomonic collection was copied and arranged by “the men of Hezekiah” (25:1). These proverbs in chapters 25–29 further develop the themes in the first Solomonic collection.

The Words of Agur (30:1–33): The last two chapters of Proverbs form an appendix of sayings by two otherwise unknown sages, Agur and Lemuel. Most of Agur’s material is given in clusters of numerical proverbs.

The Words of King Lemuel (31:1–31): The last chapter includes an acrostic of twenty-two verses (the first letter of each verse consecutively follows the complete Hebrew alphabet) portraying a virtuous wife (31:10–31).
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OUTLINE OF PROVERBS

I. The Purpose of Proverbs … 1:1–7

II. Proverbs to the Youth … 1:8–9:18

A. Obey Parents … 1:8, 9

B. Avoid Bad Company … 1:10–19

C. Seek Wisdom … 1:20–2:22

D. Benefits of Wisdom … 3:1–26

E. Be Kind to Others … 3:27–35

F. Father Says Get Wisdom … 4:1–13

G. Avoid the Wicked … 4:14–22

H. Keep Your Heart … 4:23–27

I. Do Not Commit Adultery … 5:1–14

J. Do Be Faithful to Your Spouse … 5:15–23

K. Avoid Surety … 6:1–5

L. Do Not Be Lazy … 6:6–19

M. Do Not Commit Adultery … 6:20–7:27

N. Praise of Wisdom … 8:1–9:12

O. Foolish Woman … 9:13–18

III. Proverbs of Solomon … 10:1–24:34

A. Proverbs Contrasting the Godly and the Wicked … 10:1–15:33

B. Proverbs Encouraging Godly Lives … 16:1–22:16

C. Proverbs Concerning Various Situations … 22:17–24:34

IV. Proverbs of Solomon Copied by Hezekiah’s Men … 25:1–29:27

A. Proverbs Regulating Relationships with Others … 25:1–26:28

1. Relationships with Kings … 25:1–7

2. Relationships with Neighbors … 25:8–20

3. Relationships with Enemies … 25:21–24

4. Relationships with Yourself … 25:25–28

5. Relationships with Fools … 26:1–12

6. Relationships with Lazy People 26:13–16

7. Relationships with Gossips … 26:17–28

B. Proverbs Regulating Various Activities … 27:1–29:27

V. The Words of Agur … 30:1–33

VI. The Words of King Lemuel … 31:1–31

A. Wisdom for Leaders … 31:1–9

B. Wise Woman … 31:10–31




CHAPTER 1

The Purpose of Proverbs

1The Rproverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel:

2To know wisdom and instruction, 

To Tperceive the words of understanding, 

3To receive the instruction of wisdom, 

Justice, judgment, and equity;

4To give prudence to the Rsimple, 

To the young man knowledge and discretion— 

5RA wise man will hear and increase learning, 

And a man of understanding will Tattain wise counsel, 

6To understand a proverb and an enigma, 

The words of the wise and their riddles.

7RThe fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, 

But fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Obey Parents

8RMy son, hear the instruction of your father, 

And do not forsake the law of your mother;

9For they will be a Rgraceful ornament on your head, 

And chains about your neck.

Avoid Bad Company

10My son, if sinners entice you, 

RDo not consent.

11If they say, “Come with us, 

Let us Rlie in wait to shed blood;

Let us lurk secretly for the innocent without cause;

12Let us swallow them alive like Sheol, *

And whole, Rlike those who go down to the Pit;

13We shall find all kinds of precious Tpossessions, 

We shall fill our houses with spoil;

14Cast in your lot among us, 

Let us all have one purse”—

15My son, Rdo not walk in the way with them, 

Keep your foot from their path;

16RFor their feet run to evil, 

And they make haste to shed blood.

17Surely, in Tvain the net is spread

In the sight of any bird;

18But they lie in wait for their own blood, 

They lurk secretly for their own lives.

19RSo are the ways of everyone who is greedy for gain;

It takes away the life of its owners.

Seek Wisdom

20RWisdom calls aloud Toutside;

She raises her voice in the open squares. 

21She cries out in the chief concourses, *

At the openings of the gates in the city

She speaks her words:

22“How long, you Tsimple ones, will you love Tsimplicity?

For scorners delight in their scorning, 

And fools hate knowledge.

23Turn at my rebuke;

Surely I will pour out my spirit on you;

I will make my words known to you.

24RBecause I have called and you refused, 

I have stretched out my hand and no one regarded, 

25Because you disdained all my counsel, 

And would have none of my rebuke, 

26I also will laugh at your calamity;

I will mock when your terror comes, 

27When Ryour terror comes like a storm, 

And your destruction comes like a whirlwind, 

When distress and anguish come upon you.

28“ThenR they will call on me, but I will not answer;

They will seek me diligently, but they will not find me.

29Because they Rhated knowledge

And did not Rchoose the fear of the LORD, 

30RThey would have none of my counsel

And despised my every rebuke. 

31Therefore Rthey shall eat the fruit of their own way, 

And be filled to the full with their own fancies.

32For the Tturning away of the simple will slay them, 

And the complacency of fools will destroy them;

33But whoever listens to me will dwell Rsafely, 

And Rwill be Tsecure, without fear of evil.”




CHAPTER 2

1My son, if you receive my words, And Rtreasure my commands within you, 

2So that you incline your ear to wisdom, 

And apply your heart to understanding;

3Yes, if you cry out for discernment, 

And lift up your voice for understanding, 

4RIf you seek her as silver, 

And search for her as for hidden treasures;

5RThen you will understand the fear of the LORD, 

And find the knowledge of God.

6RFor the LORD gives wisdom; 

From His mouth come knowledge and understanding;

7He stores up sound wisdom for the upright;

RHe is a shield to those who walk uprightly;

8He guards the paths of justice, 

And preserves the way of His saints.

9Then you will understand righteousness and justice, 

Equity and every good path.

10When wisdom enters your heart, 

And knowledge is pleasant to your soul, 

11Discretion will preserve you;

RUnderstanding will keep you, 

12To deliver you from the way of evil, 

From the man who speaks perverse things, 

13From those who leave the paths of uprightness

To walk in the ways of darkness;

14RWho rejoice in doing evil, 

And delight in the perversity of the wicked;

15RWhose ways are crooked, 

And who are devious in their paths;

16To deliver you from Rthe immoral woman, 

RFrom the seductress who flatters with her words, 

17Who forsakes the companion of her youth, 

And forgets the covenant of her God.

18For Rher house leads down to death, 

And her paths to the dead; 

19None who go to her return, 

Nor do they regain the paths of life—

20So you may walk in the way of goodness, 

And keep to the paths of righteousness.

21For the upright will dwell in the land, 

And the blameless will remain in it;

22But the wicked will be Tcut off from the Tearth, 

And the unfaithful will be uprooted from it.




CHAPTER 3

Benefits of Wisdom

1My son, do not forget my law, RBut let your heart keep my commands;

2For length of days and long life

And peace they will add to you.

3Let not mercy and truth forsake you;

Bind them around your neck, 

Write them on the tablet of your heart, 

4RAnd so find favor and high esteem

In the sight of God and man. 

5Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 

RAnd lean not on your own understanding;

6In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

And He shall direct* your paths.

7Do not be wise in your own eyes;

Fear the LORD and depart from evil.

8It will be health to your flesh, *

And strength* to your bones.

9RHonor the LORD with your possessions, 

And with the firstfruits of all your increase; 

10RSo your barns will be filled with plenty, 

And your vats will overflow with new wine.

11RMy son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, 

Nor detest His correction;

12For whom the LORD loves He corrects, 

RJust as a father the son in whom he delights.

13Happy is the man who finds wisdom, 

And the man who gains understanding;

14RFor her proceeds are better than the profits of silver, 

And her gain than fine gold.

15She is more precious than rubies, 

And Rall the things you may desire cannot compare with her.

16Length of days is in her right hand, 

In her left hand riches and honor.

17RHer ways are ways of pleasantness, 

And all her paths are peace. 

18She is Ra tree of life to those who take hold of her, 

And happy are all who retain her.

19RThe LORD by wisdom founded the earth;

By understanding He established the heavens;

20By His knowledge the depths were Rbroken up, 

And clouds drop down the dew.

21My son, let them not depart from your eyes—

Keep sound wisdom and discretion;

22So they will be life to your soul

And grace to your neck.

23Then you will walk safely in your way, 

And your foot will not stumble.

24When you lie down, you will not be afraid;

Yes, you will lie down and your sleep will be sweet.

25RDo not be afraid of sudden terror, 

Nor of trouble from the wicked when it comes; 

26For the LORD will be your confidence, 

And will keep your foot from being caught.

Be Kind to Others

27RDo not withhold good from Tthose to whom it is due, 

When it is in the power of your hand to do so.

28RDo not say to your neighbor, 

“Go, and come back, 

And tomorrow I will give it, ”

When you have it with you.

29Do not devise evil against your neighbor, 

For he dwells by you for safety’s sake.

30RDo not strive with a man without cause, 

If he has done you no harm. 

31RDo not envy the oppressor, 

And choose none of his ways;

32For the perverse person is an abomination to the LORD, 

RBut His secret counsel is with the upright.

33RThe curse of the LORD is on the house of the wicked, 

But He blesses the home of the just.

34Surely He scorns the scornful, 

But gives grace to the humble.

35The wise shall inherit glory, 

But shame shall be the legacy of fools.




CHAPTER 4

Father Says Get Wisdom

1Hear, Rmy children, the instruction of a father, 

And give attention to know understanding;

2For I give you good doctrine:

Do not forsake my law.

3When I was my father’s son, 

RTender and the only one in the sight of my mother, 

4He also taught me, and said to me:

“Let your heart retain my words;

RKeep my commands, and live.

5RGet wisdom! Get understanding!

Do not forget, nor turn away from the words of my mouth. 

6Do not forsake her, and she will preserve you;

Love her, and she will keep you.

7RWisdom is the principal thing;

Therefore get wisdom. 

And in all your getting, get understanding.

8RExalt her, and she will promote you;

She will bring you honor, when you embrace her.

9She will place on your head Ran ornament of grace;

A crown of glory she will deliver to you.”

10Hear, my son, and receive my sayings, 

And the years of your life will be many.

11I have Rtaught you in the way of wisdom;

I have led you in right paths.

12When you walk, Ryour steps will not be hindered, 

RAnd when you run, you will not stumble.

13Take firm hold of instruction, do not let go;

Keep her, for she is your life.

Avoid the Wicked

14Do not enter the path of the wicked, 

And do not walk in the way of evil.

15Avoid it, do not travel on it;

Turn away from it and pass on.

16RFor they do not sleep unless they have done evil;

And their sleep is Ttaken away unless they make someone fall.

17For they eat the bread of wickedness, 

And drink the wine of violence.

18RBut the path of the just is like the shining sun, *

That shines ever brighter unto the perfect day.

19RThe way of the wicked is like darkness;

They do not know what makes them stumble. 

20My son, give attention to my words;

Incline your ear to my sayings.

21Do not let them depart from your eyes;

Keep them in the midst of your heart;

22For they are life to those who find them, 

And health to all their flesh.

Keep Your Heart

23Keep your heart with all diligence, 

For out of it spring the issues of life.

24Put away from you a deceitful mouth, 

And put perverse lips far from you.

25Let your eyes look straight ahead, 

And your eyelids look right before you.

26Ponder the path of your feet, 

And let all your ways be established.

27Do not turn to the right or the left;

Remove your foot from evil.




CHAPTER 5

Do Not Commit Adultery

1My son, pay attention to my wisdom; Lend your ear to my understanding, 

2That you may preserve discretion, 

And your lips may keep knowledge.

3RFor the lips of Tan immoral woman drip honey, 

And her mouth is smoother than oil;

4But in the end she is bitter as wormwood, 

Sharp as a two-edged sword.

5Her feet go down to death, 

RHer steps lay hold of hell.*

6Lest you ponder her path of life—

Her ways are unstable;

You do not know them.

7Therefore hear me now, my children, 

And do not depart from the words of my mouth.

8Remove your way far from her, 

And do not go near the door of her house, 

9Lest you give your Thonor to others, 

And your years to the cruel one; 

10Lest aliens be filled with your Twealth, 

And your labors go to the house of a foreigner; 

11And you mourn at last, 

When your flesh and your body are consumed, 

12And say:

“How I have hated instruction, 

And my heart despised correction!

13I have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, 

Nor inclined my ear to those who instructed me!

14I was on the verge of total ruin, 

In the midst of the assembly and congregation.”

Be Faithful to Your Spouse

15Drink water from your own cistern, 

And running water from your own well.

16Should your fountains be dispersed abroad, 

Streams of water in the streets?

17Let them be only your own, 

And not for strangers with you.

18Let your fountain be blessed, 

And rejoice with the wife of your youth.

19RAs a loving deer and a graceful doe, 

Let her breasts satisfy you at all times;

And always be Tenraptured with her love.

20For why should you, my son, be enraptured by Ran immoral woman, 

And be embraced in the arms of a seductress?

21RFor the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, 

And He ponders all his paths.

22RHis own iniquities entrap the wicked man, 

And he is caught in the cords of his sin.

23RHe shall die for lack of instruction, 

And in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray. 




CHAPTER 6

Avoid Surety

1My son, Rif you become Tsurety for your friend, 

If you have Tshaken hands in pledge for a stranger, 

2You are snared by the words of your mouth;

You are taken by the words of your mouth.

3So do this, my son, and deliver yourself;

For you have come into the hand of your friend:

Go and humble yourself;

Plead with your friend.

4RGive no sleep to your eyes, 

Nor slumber to your eyelids.

5Deliver yourself like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter, 

And like a bird from the hand of the fowler.*

Do Not Be Lazy

6RGo to the ant, you sluggard!

Consider her ways and be wise, 

7Which, having no Tcaptain, 

Overseer or ruler, 

8Provides her supplies in the summer, 

And gathers her food in the harvest.

9How long will you slumber, O sluggard?

When will you rise from your sleep?

10A little sleep, a little slumber, 

A little folding of the hands to sleep—

11RSo shall your poverty come on you like a prowler, 

And your need like an armed man.

12A worthless person, a wicked man, 

Walks with a perverse mouth;

13RHe winks with his eyes, 

He shuffles his feet, 

He points with his fingers;

14Perversity is in his heart, 

RHe devises evil continually, 

RHe sows discord.

15Therefore his calamity shall come Rsuddenly;

Suddenly he shall Rbe broken Rwithout remedy.

16These six things the LORD hates, 

Yes, seven are an abomination to Him:

17RAT proud look, 

RA lying tongue, 

Hands that shed innocent blood, 

18A heart that devises wicked plans, 

Feet that are swift in running to evil, 

19RA false witness who speaks lies, 

And one who Rsows discord among brethren.

Do Not Commit Adultery

20RMy son, keep your father’s command, 

And do not forsake the law of your mother.

21RBind them continually upon your heart;

Tie them around your neck.

22RWhen you roam, they* will lead you;

When you sleep, Rthey will keep you;

And when you awake, they will speak with you.

23RFor the commandment is a lamp, 

And the law a light; 

Reproofs of instruction are the way of life, 

24RTo keep you from the evil woman, 

From the flattering tongue of a seductress. 

25RDo not lust after her beauty in your heart, 

Nor let her allure you with her eyelids.

26For Rby means of a harlot

A man is reduced to a crust of bread;

RAnd an adulteress* will Rprey upon his precious life.

27Can a man take fire to his bosom, 

And his clothes not be burned?

28Can one walk on hot coals, 

And his feet not be seared?

29So is he who goes in to his neighbor’s wife;

Whoever touches her shall not be innocent.

30People do not despise a thief

If he steals to satisfy himself when he is starving.

31Yet when he is found, Rhe must restore sevenfold;

He may have to give up all the substance of his house.

32Whoever commits adultery with a woman lacks understanding;

He who does so destroys his own soul.

33Wounds and dishonor he will get, 

And his reproach will not be wiped away.

34For Rjealousy is a husband’s fury;

Therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance. 

35He will Taccept no recompense, 

Nor will he be appeased though you give many gifts. 




CHAPTER 7

1My son, keep my words, And Rtreasure my commands within you.

2RKeep my commands and live, 

And my law as the apple of your eye.

3RBind them on your fingers;

Write them on the tablet of your heart.

4Say to wisdom, “You are my sister, ”

And call understanding your nearest kin, 

5RThat they may keep you from the immoral woman, 

From the seductress who flatters with her words.

6For at the window of my house

I looked through my lattice, 

7And saw among the simple, 

I perceived among the youths, 

A young man devoid of understanding, 

8Passing along the street near her corner;

And he took the path to her house

9RIn the twilight, in the evening, 

In the black and dark night. 

10And there a woman met him, 

With the attire of a harlot, and a crafty heart.

11She was loud and rebellious, 

Her feet would not stay at home.

12At times she was outside, at times in the open square, 

Lurking at every corner.

13So she caught him and kissed him;

With an impudent face she said to him:

14“I have peace offerings with me;

Today I have paid my vows.

15So I came out to meet you, 

Diligently to seek your face, 

And I have found you.

16I have spread my bed with tapestry, 

Colored coverings of Egyptian linen.

17I have perfumed my bed

With myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.

18Come, let us take our fill of love until morning;

Let us delight ourselves with love.

19For my husband is not at home;

He has gone on a long journey;

20He has taken a bag of money Twith him, 

And will come home Ton the appointed day.”

21TWith Rher enticing speech she caused him to yield, 

RWith her flattering lips she Tseduced him.

22Immediately he went after her, as an ox goes to the slaughter, 

Or as a fool to the correction of the Tstocks, *

23Till an arrow struck his liver.

As a bird hastens to the snare, 

He did not know it would cost his life.

24Now therefore, listen to me, my children;

Pay attention to the words of my mouth:

25Do not let your heart turn aside to her ways, 

Do not stray into her paths;

26For she has cast down many wounded, 

And Rall who were slain by her were strong men.

27Her house is the way to hell, *

Descending to the chambers of death.




CHAPTER 8

Praise of Wisdom

1Does not Rwisdom cry out, 

And understanding lift up her voice?

2She takes her stand on the top of the Thigh hill, 

Beside the way, where the paths meet.

3She cries out by the gates, at the entry of the city, 

At the entrance of the doors:

4“To you, O men, I call, 

And my voice is to the sons of men.

5O you Tsimple ones, understand prudence, 

And you fools, be of an understanding heart.

6Listen, for I will speak of Rexcellent things, 

And from the opening of my lips will come right things;

7For my mouth will speak truth;

Wickedness is an abomination to my lips.

8All the words of my mouth are with righteousness;

Nothing crooked or perverse is in them.

9They are all plain to him who understands, 

And right to those who find knowledge.

10Receive my instruction, and not silver, 

And knowledge rather than choice gold;

11For wisdom is better than rubies, 

And all the things one may desire cannot be compared with her.

12“I, wisdom, dwell with prudence, 

And find out knowledge and discretion.

13The fear of the LORD is to hate evil;

Pride and arrogance and the evil way

And the perverse mouth I hate.

14Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom;

I am understanding, I have strength.

15RBy me kings reign, 

And rulers decree justice.

16By me princes rule, and nobles, 

All the judges of the earth.*

17RI love those who love me, 

And Rthose who seek me diligently will find me.

18Riches and honor are with me, 

Enduring riches and righteousness.

19My fruit is better than gold, yes, than fine gold, 

And my revenue than choice silver.

20I traverse the way of righteousness, 

In the midst of the paths of justice, 

21That I may cause those who love me to inherit wealth, 

That I may fill their treasuries.

22“TheR LORD possessed me at the beginning of His way, 

Before His works of old.

23RI have been established from everlasting, 

From the beginning, before there was ever an earth.

24When there were no depths I was brought forth, 

When there were no fountains abounding with water.

25Before the mountains were settled, 

Before the hills, I was brought forth;

26While as yet He had not made the earth or the Tfields, 

Or the primal dust of the world.

27When He prepared the heavens, I was there, 

When He drew a circle on the face of the deep, 

28When He established the clouds above, 

When He strengthened the fountains of the deep, 

29RWhen He assigned to the sea its limit, 

So that the waters would not transgress His command, 

When RHe marked out the foundations of the earth, 

30RThen I was beside Him  as a master craftsman;*

RAnd I was daily His delight, 

Rejoicing always before Him, 

31Rejoicing in His inhabited world, 

And Rmy delight was with the sons of men.

32“Now therefore, listen to me,  my children, 

For Rblessed are those who keep my ways.

33Hear instruction and be wise, 

And do not disdain it.

34RBlessed is the man who listens to me, 

Watching daily at my gates, 

Waiting at the posts of my doors.

35For whoever finds me finds life, 

And obtains favor from the LORD;

36But he who sins against me Rwrongs his own soul;

All those who hate me love death.”




CHAPTER 9

1Wisdom has built her house, She has hewn out her seven pillars;

2RShe has slaughtered her meat, 

She has mixed her wine, 

She has also furnished her table.

3She has sent out her maidens, 

She cries out from the highest places of the city, 

4“WhoeverR is simple, let him turn in here!”

As for him who lacks understanding, she says to him, 

5“Come, R eat of my bread

And drink of the wine I have mixed.

6Forsake foolishness and live, 

And go in the way of understanding.

7“He who corrects a scoffer gets shame for himself, 

And he who rebukes a wicked man only harms himself.

8RDo not correct a scoffer, lest he hate you;

RRebuke a wise man, and he will love you.

9Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser;

Teach a just man, Rand he will increase in learning.

10“TheR fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, 

And the knowledge of the Holy One  is understanding.

11For by me your days will be multiplied, 

And years of life will be added to you.

12RIf you are wise, you are wise for yourself, 

And if you scoff, you will bear it alone.”

Foolish Woman

13A foolish woman is clamorous;

She is simple, and knows nothing.

14For she sits at the door of her house, 

On a seat Rby the highest places of the city, 

15To call to those who pass by, 

Who go straight on their way:

16“WhoeverR is Tsimple, let him turn in here”;

And as for him who lacks understanding, she says to him, 

17“StolenR water is sweet, 

And bread eaten in secret is pleasant.”

18But he does not know that Rthe dead are there, 

That her guests are in the depths of hell.*




CHAPTER 10

Proverbs Contrasting the Godly and the Wicked

1The proverbs of RSolomon:

A wise son makes a glad father, 

But a foolish son is the grief of his mother.

2Treasures of wickedness profit nothing, 

But righteousness delivers from death.

3RThe LORD will not allow the righteous soul to famish, 

But He casts away the desire of the wicked.

4RHe who has a slack hand becomes poor, 

But Rthe hand of the diligent makes rich.

5He who gathers in Rsummer is a wise son;

He who sleeps in harvest is Ra son who causes shame.

6Blessings are on the head of the righteous, 

But violence covers the mouth of the wicked.

7The memory of the righteous is blessed, 

But the name of the wicked will rot.

8The wise in heart will receive commands, 

RBut a prating fool will fall.

9RHe who walks with integrity walks securely, 

But he who perverts his ways will become known.

10He who winks with the eye causes trouble, 

But a prating fool will fall.

11The mouth of the righteous is a well of life, 

But violence covers the mouth of the wicked.

12Hatred stirs up strife, 

But Rlove covers all sins.

13Wisdom is found on the lips of him who has understanding, 

But Ra rod is for the back of him who is devoid of understanding.

14Wise people store up knowledge, 

But Rthe mouth of the foolish is near destruction.

15The Rrich man’s wealth is his strong city;

The destruction of the poor is their poverty.

16The labor of the righteous leads to life, 

The wages of the wicked to sin.

17He who keeps instruction is in the way of life, 

But he who refuses correction Tgoes astray.

18Whoever hides hatred has lying lips, 

And whoever spreads slander is a fool.

19RIn the multitude of words sin is not lacking, 

But he who restrains his lips is wise.

20The tongue of the righteous is choice silver;

The heart of the wicked is worth little.

21The lips of the righteous feed many, 

But fools die for lack of wisdom.*

22RThe blessing of the LORD makes one rich, 

And He adds no sorrow with it.

23RTo do evil is like sport to a fool, 

But a man of understanding has wisdom. 

24RThe fear of the wicked will come upon him, 

And Rthe desire of the righteous will be granted.

25When the whirlwind passes by, Rthe wicked is no more, 

But Rthe righteous has an everlasting foundation.

26As vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes, 

So is the lazy man to those who send him.

27RThe fear of the LORD prolongs days, 

But Rthe years of the wicked will be shortened. 

28The hope of the righteous will be gladness, 

But the Rexpectation of the wicked will perish.

29The way of the LORD is strength for the upright, 

But Rdestruction will come to the workers of iniquity.

30RThe righteous will never be removed, 

But the wicked will not inhabit the Tearth. 

31RThe mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom, 

But the perverse tongue will be cut out.

32The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable, 

But the mouth of the wicked what is perverse.




CHAPTER 11

1DishonestRT scales are an abomination to the LORD, 

But a just weight is His delight.

2When pride comes, then comes shame;

But with the humble is wisdom.

3The integrity of the upright will guide Rthem, 

But the perversity of the unfaithful will destroy them.

4Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, 

But righteousness delivers from death.

5The righteousness of the blameless will direct* his way aright, 

But the wicked will fall by his own Rwickedness.

6The righteousness of the upright will deliver them, 

But the unfaithful will be caught by their lust.

7When a wicked man dies, his expectation will Rperish, 

And the hope of the unjust perishes.

8The righteous is delivered from trouble, 

And it comes to the wicked instead.

9The hypocrite with his mouth destroys his neighbor, 

But through knowledge the righteous will be delivered.

10RWhen it goes well with the righteous, the city rejoices;

And when the wicked perish,  there is jubilation.

11By the blessing of the upright the city is Rexalted, 

But it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked.

12He who Tis devoid of wisdom despises his neighbor, 

But a man of understanding holds his peace.

13RA talebearer reveals secrets, 

But he who is of a faithful spirit Rconceals a matter.

14RWhere there is no counsel, the people fall;

But in the multitude of counselors there is safety.

15He who is RsuretyT for a stranger will suffer, 

But one who hates being surety is secure.

16A gracious woman retains honor, 

But ruthless men retain riches.

17RThe merciful man does good for his own soul, 

But he who is cruel troubles his own flesh.

18The wicked man does deceptive work, 

But Rhe who sows righteousness will have a sure reward.

19As righteousness leads to Rlife, 

So he who pursues evil pursues it to his own Rdeath.

20Those who are of a perverse heart are an abomination to the LORD, 

But the blameless in their ways are His delight.

21RThough they join forces, * the wicked will not go unpunished;

But Rthe posterity of the righteous will be delivered.

22As a ring of gold in a swine’s snout, 

So is a lovely woman who lacks Tdiscretion.

23The desire of the righteous is only good, 

But the expectation of the wicked Ris wrath.

24There is one who Rscatters, yet increases more;

And there is one who withholds more than is right, 

But it leads to poverty.

25RThe generous soul will be made rich, 

RAnd he who waters will also be watered himself. 

26The people will curse Rhim who withholds grain, 

But Rblessing will be on the head of him who sells it.

27He who earnestly seeks good Tfinds favor, 

RBut trouble will come to him who seeks evil.

28RHe who trusts in his riches will fall, 

But Rthe righteous will flourish like foliage.

29He who troubles his own house Rwill inherit the wind, 

And the fool will be Rservant to the wise of heart.

30The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, 

And he who wins souls is wise.

31RIf the righteous will be Trecompensed on the earth, 

How much more the ungodly and the sinner.




CHAPTER 12

1Whoever loves instruction loves knowledge, 

But he who hates correction is stupid.

2A good man obtains favor from the LORD, 

But a man of wicked intentions He will condemn.

3A man is not established by wickedness, 

But the Rroot of the righteous cannot be moved.

4RAn excellent* wife is the crown of her husband, 

But she who causes shame is Rlike rottenness in his bones.

5The thoughts of the righteous are right, 

But the counsels of the wicked are deceitful.

6RThe words of the wicked are, “Lie in wait for blood, ”

RBut the mouth of the upright will deliver them.

7RThe wicked are overthrown and are no more, 

But the house of the righteous will stand.

8A man will be commended according to his wisdom, 

RBut he who is of a perverse heart will be despised.

9RBetter is the one who is Tslighted but has a servant, 

Than he who honors himself but lacks bread.





10RA righteous man regards the life of his animal, 

But the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.

11RHe who tills his land will be satisfied with Rbread, 

But he who follows frivolity Ris devoid of understanding*.

12The wicked covet the catch of evil men, 

But the root of the righteous yields fruit.

13RThe wicked is ensnared by the transgression of his lips, 

RBut the righteous will come through trouble.

14RA man will be satisfied with good by the fruit of his mouth, 

RAnd the recompense of a man’s hands will be rendered to him.

15RThe way of a fool is right in his own eyes, 

But he who heeds counsel is wise.

16A fool’s wrath is known at once, 

But a prudent man covers shame.

17RHe who speaks truth declares righteousness, 

But a false witness, deceit.

18RThere is one who speaks like the piercings of a sword, 

But the tongue of the wise promotes health.

19The truthful lip shall be established forever, 

But a lying tongue is but for a moment.

20Deceit is in the heart of those who devise evil, 

But counselors of peace have joy.

21RNo grave Ttrouble will overtake the righteous, 

But the wicked shall be filled with evil.

22RLying lips are an abomination to the LORD, 

But those who deal truthfully are His delight.

23RA prudent man conceals knowledge, 

But the heart of fools proclaims foolishness. 

24RThe hand of the diligent will rule, 

But the lazy man will be put to forced labor. 

25RAnxiety in the heart of man causes depression, 

But a good word makes it glad.

26The righteous should choose his friends carefully, 

For the way of the wicked leads them astray.

27The lazy man does not roast what he took in hunting, 

But diligence is man’s precious possession.

28In the way of righteousness is life, 

And in its pathway there is no death.




CHAPTER 13

1A WISE son heeds his father’s instruction, But a scoffer does not listen to rebuke.

2RA man shall eat well by the fruit of his mouth, 

But the soul of the unfaithful feeds on violence.

3RHe who guards his mouth preserves his life, 

But he who opens wide his lips shall have destruction.

4RThe soul of a lazy man desires, and has nothing;

But the soul of the diligent shall be made rich.

5A righteous man hates lying, 

But a wicked man is loathsome and comes to shame.

6RRighteousness guards him whose way is blameless, 

But wickedness overthrows the sinner.

7RThere is one who makes himself rich, yet has nothing;

And one who makes himself poor, yet has great riches.

8The ransom of a man’s life is his riches, 

But the poor does not hear rebuke.

9The light of the righteous rejoices, 

RBut the lamp of the wicked will be put out. 

10By pride comes nothing but strife, 

But with the well-advised is wisdom.

11RWealth gained by dishonesty will be diminished, 

But he who gathers by labor will increase.

12Hope deferred makes the heart sick, 

But Rwhen the desire comes, it is a tree of life.

13He who Rdespises the word will be destroyed, 

But he who fears the commandment will be rewarded.

14RThe law of the wise is a fountain of life, 

To turn one away from Rthe snares of death. 

15Good understanding gains favor, 

But the way of the unfaithful is hard.

16REvery prudent man acts with knowledge, 

But a fool lays open his folly.

17A wicked messenger falls into trouble, 

But Ra faithful ambassador brings health.

18Poverty and shame will come to him who Tdisdains correction, 

But Rhe who regards a rebuke will be honored.

19A desire accomplished is sweet to the soul, 

But it is an abomination to fools to depart from evil.

20He who walks with wise men will be wise, 

But the companion of fools will be destroyed.

21REvil pursues sinners, 

But to the righteous, good shall be repaid.

22A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, 

But Rthe wealth of the sinner is stored up for the righteous.

23RMuch food is in the Tfallow ground of the poor, 

And for lack of justice there is waste.*

24RHe who spares his rod hates his son, 

But he who loves him disciplines him Tpromptly.

25RThe righteous eats to the satisfying of his soul, 

But the stomach of the wicked shall be in want.




CHAPTER 14

1The wise woman builds her house, But the foolish pulls it down with her hands.

2He who walks in his uprightness fears the LORD, 

RBut he who is perverse in his ways despises Him. 

3In the mouth of a fool is a rod of pride, 

RBut the lips of the wise will preserve them. 

4Where no oxen are, the Ttrough is clean;

But much increase comes by the strength of an ox.

5A faithful witness does not lie, 

But a false witness will utter lies.

6A scoffer seeks wisdom and does not find it, 

But Rknowledge is easy to him who understands.

7Go from the presence of a foolish man, 

When you do not perceive in him the lips of Rknowledge.

8The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way, 

But the folly of fools is deceit.

9RFools mock at Tsin, 

But among the upright there is favor.

10The heart knows its own bitterness, 

And a stranger does not share its joy.

11RThe house of the wicked will be overthrown, 

But the tent of the upright will flourish.

12RThere is a way that seems right to a man, 

But its end is the way of death.

13Even in laughter the heart may sorrow, 

And the end of mirth may be grief.

14The backslider in heart will be Rfilled with his own ways, 

But a good man will be satisfied from Rabove.*

15The simple believes every word, 

But the prudent considers well his steps.

16A wise man fears and departs from evil, 

But a fool rages and is self-confident.

17A quick-tempered man acts foolishly, 

And a man of wicked intentions is hated.

18The simple inherit folly, 

But the prudent are crowned with knowledge.

19The evil will bow before the good, 

And the wicked at the gates of the righteous.

20RThe poor man is hated even by his own neighbor, 

But the rich has many friends.

21He who despises his neighbor sins;

RBut he who has mercy on the poor, happy is he.

22Do they not go astray who devise evil?

But mercy and truth belong to those who devise good.

23In all labor there is profit, 

But idle chatter* leads only to poverty.

24The crown of the wise is their riches, 

But the foolishness of fools is folly.

25A true witness delivers souls, 

But a deceitful witness speaks lies.

26In the fear of the LORD there is strong confidence, 

And His children will have a place of refuge.

27RThe fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, 

To turn one away from the snares of death.

28In a multitude of people is a king’s honor, 

But in the lack of people is the downfall of a prince.

29RHe who is slow to wrath has great understanding, 

But he who is impulsive* exalts folly.

30A sound heart is life to the body, 

But envy is rottenness to the bones.

31RHe who oppresses the poor reproaches Rhis Maker, 

But he who honors Him has mercy on the needy.

32The wicked is banished in his wickedness, 

But Rthe righteous has a refuge in his death.

33Wisdom rests in the heart of him who has understanding, 

But Rwhat is in the heart of fools is made known.

34Righteousness exalts a nation, 

But sin is a reproach to any people.

35RThe king’s favor is toward a wise servant, 

But his wrath is against him who causes shame.




CHAPTER 15

1A SOFT answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up anger.

2The tongue of the wise uses knowledge rightly, 

RBut the mouth of fools pours forth foolishness.

3The eyes of the LORD are in every place, 

Keeping watch on the evil and the good.

4A wholesome tongue is a tree of life, 

But perverseness in it breaks the spirit.

5A fool despises his father’s instruction, 

RBut he who Treceives correction is prudent.

6In the house of the righteous there is much treasure, 

But in the revenue of the wicked is trouble.

7The lips of the wise disperse knowledge, 

But the heart of the fool does not do so.

8RThe sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD, 

But the prayer of the upright is His delight.

9The way of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD, 

But He loves him who Rfollows righteousness.

10RHarsh discipline is for him who forsakes the way, 

And he who hates correction will die.

11RHell* and Destruction* are before the LORD;

So how much more Rthe hearts of the sons of men.

12RA scoffer does not love one who corrects him, 

Nor will he go to the wise.

13RA merry heart makes a cheerful Tcountenance, 

But Rby sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken.

14The heart of him who has understanding seeks knowledge, 

But the mouth of fools feeds on foolishness.

15All the days of the afflicted are evil, 

RBut he who is of a merry heart has a continual feast. 

16RBetter is a little with the fear of the LORD, 

Than great treasure with trouble.

17RBetter is a dinner of herbs* where love is, 

Than a fatted calf with hatred.

18RA wrathful man stirs up strife, 

But he who is slow to anger allays contention. 

19RThe way of the lazy man is like a hedge of thorns, 

But the way of the upright is a highway.

20A wise son makes a father glad, 

But a foolish man despises his mother.

21RFolly is joy to him who is destitute of Tdiscernment, 

RBut a man of understanding walks uprightly. 

22RWithout counsel, plans go awry, 

But in the multitude of counselors they are established.

23A man has joy by the answer of his mouth, 

And Ra word spoken Tin due season, how good it is!

24RThe way of life winds upward for the wise, 

That he may Rturn away from hell* below.

25RThe LORD will destroy the house of the proud, 

But RHe will establish the boundary of the widow.

26The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the LORD, 

But the words of the pure are pleasant.

27RHe who is greedy for gain troubles his own house, 

But he who hates bribes will live.

28The heart of the righteous Rstudies how to answer, 

But the mouth of the wicked pours forth evil.

29RThe LORD is far from the wicked, 

But RHe hears the prayer of the righteous.

30The light of the eyes rejoices the heart, 

And a good report makes the bones healthy.*

31The ear that hears the rebukes of life

Will abide among the wise.

32He who disdains instruction despises his own soul, 

But he who heeds rebuke gets understanding.

33RThe fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom, 

And before honor is humility.




CHAPTER 16

Proverbs Encouraging Godly Lives

1The RpreparationsT of the heart belong to man, 

RBut the answer of the tongue is from the LORD.

2All the ways of a man are pure in his own Reyes, 

But the LORD weighs the spirits.

3Commit your works to the LORD, 

And your thoughts will be established.

4The RLORD has made all for Himself, 

RYes, even the wicked for the day of Tdoom.

5REveryone proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD;

Though they join forces, * none will go unpunished. 

6RIn mercy and truth

Atonement is provided for iniquity;

And Rby the fear of the LORD one departs from evil.

7When a man’s ways please the LORD, 

He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.

8Better is a little with righteousness, 

Than vast revenues without justice.

9A man’s heart plans his way, 

But the LORD directs his steps.

10Divination is on the lips of the king;

His mouth must not transgress in judgment.

11RHonest weights and scales are the LORD’s;

All the weights in the bag are His work.

12It is an abomination for kings to commit wickedness, 

For Ra throne is established by righteousness.

13RRighteous lips are the delight of kings, 

And they love him who speaks what is right.

14As messengers of death is the king’s wrath, 

But a wise man will appease it.

15In the light of the king’s face is life, 

And his favor is like a Rcloud of the latter rain.

16RHow much better to get wisdom than gold!

And to get understanding is to be chosen rather than silver.

17The highway of the upright is to depart from evil;

He who keeps his way preserves his soul.

18Pride goes before destruction, 

And a haughty spirit before a fall.

19Better to be of a humble spirit with the lowly, 

Than to divide the spoil with the proud.

20He who heeds the word wisely will find good, 

And whoever Rtrusts in the LORD, happy is he.

21The wise in heart will be called prudent, 

And sweetness of the lips increases learning.

22Understanding is a wellspring of life to him who has it.

But the correction of fools is folly.

23The heart of the wise teaches his mouth, 

And adds learning to his lips.

24Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, 

Sweetness to the soul and health to the bones.

25There is a way that seems right to a man, 

But its end is the way of death.

26The person who labors, labors for himself, 

For his hungry mouth drives him on.

27An ungodly man digs up evil, 

And it is on his lips like a burning fire.

28A perverse man sows strife, 

And Ra whisperer separates the best of friends.

29A violent man entices his neighbor, 

And leads him in a way that is not good.

30He winks his eye to devise perverse things;

He Tpurses his lips and brings about evil.

31RThe silver-haired head is a crown of glory, 

If it is found in the way of righteousness.

32RHe who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, 

And he who rules his spirit than he who takes a city.

33The lot is cast into the lap, 

But its every decision is from the LORD.




CHAPTER 17

1Better is Ra dry morsel with quietness, Than a house full of feasting* with strife. 

2A wise servant will rule over Ra son who causes shame, 

And will share an inheritance among the brothers.

3The refining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold, 

But the LORD tests the hearts.

4An evildoer gives heed to false lips;

A liar listens eagerly to a Tspiteful tongue.

5RHe who mocks the poor reproaches his Maker;

RHe who is glad at calamity will not go unpunished.

6RChildren’s children are the crown of old men, 

And the glory of children is their father.

7Excellent speech is not becoming to a fool, 

Much less lying lips to a prince.

8A present is a precious stone in the eyes of its possessor;

Wherever he turns, he prospers.

9RHe who covers a transgression seeks love, 

But Rhe who repeats a matter separates friends.

10Rebuke is more effective for a wise man

Than a hundred blows on a fool.

11An evil man seeks only rebellion;

Therefore a cruel messenger will be sent against him.

12Let a man meet Ra bear robbed of her cubs, 

Rather than a fool in his folly.

13Whoever rewards evil for good, 

Evil will not depart from his house.

14The beginning of strife is like releasing water;

Therefore Rstop contention before a quarrel starts.

15RHe who justifies the wicked, and he who condemns the just, 

Both of them alike are an abomination to the LORD.

16Why is there in the hand of a fool the purchase price of wisdom, 

Since he has no heart for it?

17RA friend loves at all times, 

And a brother is born for adversity.

18RA man devoid of Tunderstanding shakes hands in a pledge, 

And becomes surety for his friend.

19He who loves transgression loves strife, 

And Rhe who exalts his gate seeks destruction.

20He who has a Tdeceitful heart finds no good, 

And he who has Ra perverse tongue falls into evil.

21He who begets a scoffer does so to his sorrow, 

And the father of a fool has no joy.

22A Rmerry heart does good, like medicine, *

But a broken spirit dries the bones.

23A wicked man accepts a bribe behind the back*

To pervert the ways of justice.

24RWisdom is in the sight of him who has understanding, 

But the eyes of a fool are on the ends of the earth.

25A foolish son is a grief to his father, 

And bitterness to her who bore him.

26Also, to punish the righteous is not good, 

Nor to strike princes for their uprightness.

27RHe who has knowledge spares his words, 

And a man of understanding is of a calm spirit.

28REven a fool is counted wise when he holds his peace;

When he shuts his lips, he is considered perceptive.




CHAPTER 18

1A MAN who isolates himself seeks his own desire;

He rages against all wise judgment.

2A fool has no delight in understanding, 

But in expressing his own heart.

3When the wicked comes, contempt comes also;

And with dishonor comes reproach.

4RThe words of a man’s mouth are deep waters;

RThe wellspring of wisdom is a flowing brook.

5It is not good to show partiality to the wicked, 

Or to overthrow the righteous in Rjudgment.

6A fool’s lips enter into contention, 

And his mouth calls for blows.

7A fool’s mouth is his destruction, 

And his lips are the snare of his soul.

8RThe words of a Ttalebearer are like tasty trifles, *

And they go down into the inmost body.

9He who is slothful in his work

Is a brother to him who is a great destroyer.

10The name of the LORD  is a strong Rtower;

The righteous run to it and are safe.

11The rich man’s wealth is his strong city, 

And like a high wall in his own esteem.

12RBefore destruction the heart of a man is haughty, 

And before honor is humility.

13He who answers a matter before he hears it, 

It is folly and shame to him.

14The spirit of a man will sustain him in sickness, 

But who can bear a broken spirit?

15The heart of the prudent acquires knowledge, 

And the ear of the wise seeks knowledge.

16A man’s gift makes room for him, 

And brings him before great men.

17The first one to plead his cause seems right, 

Until his neighbor comes and examines him.

18Casting Rlots causes contentions to cease, 

And keeps the mighty apart.

19A brother offended is harder to win than a strong city, 

And contentions are like the bars of a castle.

20RA man’s stomach shall be satisfied from the fruit of his mouth;

From the produce of his lips he shall be filled.

21RDeath and life are in the power of the tongue, 

And those who love it will eat its fruit.

22He who finds a wife finds a good thing, 

And obtains favor from the LORD.

23The poor man uses entreaties, 

But the rich answers roughly.

24A man who has friends must himself be friendly, *

RBut there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.




CHAPTER 19

1Better Ris the poor who walks in his integrity

Than one who is perverse in his lips, and is a fool.

2Also it is not good for a soul to be without knowledge, 

And he sins who hastens with his feet.

3The foolishness of a man twists his way, 

And his heart frets against the LORD.

4RWealth makes many friends, 

But the poor is separated from his friend.

5A false witness will not go unpunished, 

And he who speaks lies will not escape.

6Many entreat the favor of the nobility, 

And every man is a friend to one who gives gifts.

7RAll the brothers of the poor hate him;

How much more do his friends go Rfar from him! 

He may pursue them with words, yet they Tabandon him.

8He who gets Twisdom loves his own soul;

He who keeps understanding Rwill find good.

9A false witness will not go unpunished, 

And he who speaks lies shall perish.

10Luxury is not fitting for a fool, 

Much less Rfor a servant to rule over princes.

11RThe discretion of a man makes him slow to anger, 

RAnd his glory is to overlook a transgression.

12RThe king’s wrath is like the roaring of a lion, 

But his favor is like dew on the grass.

13A foolish son is the ruin of his father, 

RAnd the contentions of a wife are a continual dripping.

14RHouses and riches are an inheritance from fathers, 

But a prudent wife is from the LORD.

15Laziness casts one into a deep sleep, 

And an idle person will suffer hunger.

16RHe who keeps the commandment keeps his soul, 

But he who is careless* of his ways will die.

17RHe who has pity on the poor lends to the LORD, 

And He will pay back what he has given.

18RChasten your son while there is hope, 

And do not set your heart on his destruction.*

19A man of great wrath will suffer punishment;

For if you rescue him, you will have to do it again.

20Listen to counsel and receive instruction, 

That you may be wise Rin your latter days.

21There are many plans in a man’s heart, 

RNevertheless the LORD’s counsel—that will stand.

22What is desired in a man is kindness, 

And a poor man is better than a liar.

23RThe fear of the LORD leads to life, 

And he who has it will abide in satisfaction; 

He will not be visited with evil.

24RA lazy man buries his hand in the bowl, *

And will not so much as bring it to his mouth again.

25Strike a scoffer, and the simple Rwill become wary;

Rebuke one who has understanding, and he will discern knowledge.

26He who mistreats his father and chases away his mother

Is Ra son who causes shame and brings reproach.

27Cease listening to instruction, my son, 

And you will stray from the words of knowledge.

28A disreputable witness scorns justice, 

And Rthe mouth of the wicked devours iniquity.

29Judgments are prepared for scoffers, 

And beatings for the backs of fools.




CHAPTER 20

1Wine Ris a mocker, 

Strong drink is a brawler, 

And whoever is led astray by it is not wise.

2The wrath* of a king is like the roaring of a lion;

Whoever provokes him to anger sins against his own life.

3RIt is honorable for a man to stop striving, 

Since any fool can start a quarrel.

4RThe lazy man will not plow because of winter;

RHe will beg during harvest and have nothing.

5Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water, 

But a man of understanding will draw it out.

6Most men will proclaim each his own Tgoodness, 

But who can find a faithful man?

7RThe righteous man walks in his integrity;

His children are blessed after him.

8A king who sits on the throne of judgment

Scatters all evil with his eyes.

9RWho can say, “I have made my heart clean, 

I am pure from my sin”?

10RDiverse weights and diverse measures, 

They are both alike, an abomination to the LORD.

11Even a child is known by his deeds, 

Whether what he does is pure and right.

12The hearing ear and the seeing eye, 

The LORD has made them both.

13RDo not love sleep, lest you come to poverty;

Open your eyes, and you will be satisfied with bread.

14“It is good for nothing, ”* cries the buyer;

But when he has gone his way, then he boasts.

15There is gold and a multitude of rubies, 

But Rthe lips of knowledge are a precious jewel.

16RTake the garment of one who is surety for a stranger, 

And hold it as a pledge when it is for a seductress.

17RBread gained by deceit is sweet to a man, 

But afterward his mouth will be filled with gravel.

18Plans are established by counsel;

RBy wise counsel wage war.

19RHe who goes about as a talebearer reveals secrets;

Therefore do not associate with one who flatters with his lips.

20RWhoever curses his father or his mother, 

RHis lamp will be put out in deep darkness.

21RAn inheritance gained hastily at the beginning

RWill not be blessed at the end.

22Do not say, “I will recompense evil”;

Wait for the LORD, and He will save you.

23Diverse weights are an abomination to the LORD, 

And dishonest scales are not good.

24A man’s steps are of the LORD;

How then can a man understand his own way?

25It is a snare for a man to devote rashly something as holy, 

And afterward to reconsider his vows.

26RA wise king sifts out the wicked, 

And brings the threshing wheel over them. 

27RThe spirit of a man is the lamp of the LORD, 

Searching all the inner depths of his heart.*

28RMercy and truth preserve the king, 

And by Tlovingkindness he upholds his throne.

29The glory of young men is their strength, 

And Rthe splendor of old men is their gray head.

30Blows that hurt cleanse away evil, 

As do stripes the inner depths of the heart.*




CHAPTER 21

1The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD, 

Like the Trivers of water;

He turns it wherever He wishes.

2REvery way of a man is right in his own eyes, 

But the LORD weighs the hearts.

3RTo do righteousness and justice

Is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice. 

4A haughty look, a proud heart, 

And the plowing* of the wicked are sin.

5RThe plans of the diligent lead surely to plenty, 

But those of everyone who is hasty, surely to poverty.

6RGetting treasures by a lying tongue

Is the fleeting fantasy of those who seek death.* 

7The violence of the wicked will destroy them, *

Because they refuse to do justice.

8The way of a guilty man is perverse;*

But as for the pure, his work is right.

9Better to dwell in a corner of a housetop, 

Than in a house shared with Ra contentious woman.

10The soul of the wicked desires evil;

His neighbor finds no favor in his eyes.

11When the scoffer is punished, the simple is made wise;

But when the Rwise is instructed, he receives knowledge.

12The righteous God wisely considers the house of the wicked, 

Overthrowing the wicked for their wickedness.

13RWhoever shuts his ears to the cry of the poor

Will also cry himself and not be heard.

14A gift in secret pacifies anger, 

And a bribe behind the back, * strong wrath.

15It is a joy for the just to do justice, 

But destruction will come to the workers of iniquity.

16A man who wanders from the way of understanding

Will rest in the assembly of the dead.

17He who loves pleasure will be a poor man;

He who loves wine and oil will not be rich.

18The wicked shall be a ransom for the righteous, 

And the unfaithful for the upright.

19Better to dwell Tin the wilderness, 

Than with a contentious and angry woman. 

20RThere is desirable treasure, 

And oil in the dwelling of the wise, 

But a foolish man squanders it.

21RHe who follows righteousness and mercy

Finds life, righteousness, and honor.

22A Rwise man Tscales the city of the mighty, 

And brings down the trusted stronghold.

23RWhoever guards his mouth and tongue

Keeps his soul from troubles.

24A proud and haughty man—“Scoffer” is his name;

He acts with arrogant pride.

25The Rdesire of the lazy man kills him, 

For his hands refuse to labor. 

26He covets greedily all day long, 

But the righteous Rgives and does not spare.

27RThe sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination;

How much more when he brings it with wicked intent!

28A false witness shall perish, 

But the man who hears him will speak endlessly.

29A wicked man hardens his face, 

But as for the upright, he establishes* his way.

30There is no wisdom or understanding

Or counsel against the LORD.

31The horse is prepared for the day of battle, 

But Rdeliverance is of the LORD.




CHAPTER 22

1A RGOOD name is to be chosen rather than great riches, 

Loving favor rather than silver and gold.

2The Rrich and the poor have this in common, 

The LORD is the maker of them all.

3A prudent man foresees evil and hides himself, 

But the simple pass on and are Rpunished.

4By humility and the fear of the LORD

Are riches and honor and life.

5Thorns and snares are in the way of the perverse;

He who guards his soul will be far from them.

6RTrain up a child in the way he should go, 

TAnd when he is old he will not depart from it.

7The Rrich rules over the poor, 

And the borrower is servant to the lender. 

8He who sows iniquity will reap sorrow, 

And the rod of his anger will fail.

9RHe who has a generous eye will be Rblessed, 

For he gives of his bread to the poor.

10RCast out the scoffer, and contention will leave;

Yes, strife and reproach will cease.

11RHe who loves purity of heart

And has grace on his lips, 

The king will be his friend.

12The eyes of the LORD preserve knowledge, 

But He overthrows the words of the faithless.

13RThe lazy man says, “There is a lion outside!

I shall be slain in the streets!”

14RThe mouth of an immoral woman is a deep pit;

RHe who is abhorred by the LORD will fall there.

15Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child;

RThe rod of correction will drive it far from him.

16He who oppresses the poor to increase his riches, 

And he who gives to the rich, will surely come to poverty.

Proverbs Concerning Various Situations

17Incline your ear and hear the words of the wise, 

And apply your heart to my knowledge;

18For it is a pleasant thing if you keep them within you;

Let them all be fixed upon your lips, 

19So that your trust may be in the LORD;

I have instructed you today, even you.

20Have I not written to you excellent things

Of counsels and knowledge, 

21That I may make you know the certainty of the words of truth, 

RThat you may answer words of truth

To those who send to you?

22Do not rob the poor because he is poor, 

Nor oppress the afflicted at the gate;

23RFor the LORD will plead their cause, 

And plunder the soul of those who plunder them. 

24Make no friendship with an angry man, 

And with a furious man do not go, 

25Lest you learn his ways

And set a snare for your soul.

26RDo not be one of those who shakes hands in a pledge, 

One of those who is surety for debts;

27If you have nothing with which to pay, 

Why should he take away your bed from under you?

28Do not remove the ancient Tlandmark

Which your fathers have set. 

29Do you see a man who Texcels in his work?

He will stand before kings;

He will not stand before unknown men.




CHAPTER 23

1When you sit down to eat with a ruler, Consider carefully what is before you;

2And put a knife to your throat

If you are a man given to appetite.

3Do not desire his delicacies, 

For they are deceptive food.

4RDo not overwork to be rich;

RBecause of your own understanding, cease!

5Will you set your eyes on that which is not?

For riches certainly make themselves wings;

They fly away like an eagle toward heaven.

6Do not eat the bread of Ra miser, *

Nor desire his delicacies; 

7For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.

“Eat and drink!” Rhe says to you, 

But his heart is not with you. 

8The morsel you have eaten, you will vomit up, 

And waste your pleasant words.

9RDo not speak in the hearing of a fool, 

For he will despise the wisdom of your words.

10Do not remove the ancient landmark, 

Nor enter the fields of the fatherless;

11For their Redeemer is mighty;

He will plead their cause against you.

12Apply your heart to instruction, 

And your ears to words of knowledge.

13RDo not withhold correction from a child, 

For if you beat him with a rod, he will not die. 

14You shall beat him with a rod, 

And deliver his soul from hell.*

15My son, if your heart is wise, 

My heart will rejoice—indeed, I myself;

16Yes, my inmost being will rejoice

When your lips speak right things.

17RDo not let your heart envy sinners, 

But Rbe zealous for the fear of the LORD all the day;

18For surely there is a hereafter, 

And your hope will not be cut off.

19Hear, my son, and be wise;

And guide your heart in the way.

20RDo not mix with winebibbers, 

Or with gluttonous eaters of meat;

21For the drunkard and the glutton will come to poverty, 

And drowsiness will clothe a man with rags.

22RListen to your father who begot you, 

And do not despise your mother when she is old. 

23RBuy the truth, and do not sell it, 

Also wisdom and instruction and understanding. 

24RThe father of the righteous will greatly rejoice, 

And he who begets a wise child will delight in him.

25Let your father and your mother be glad, 

And let her who bore you rejoice.

26My son, give me your heart, 

And let your eyes observe my ways.

27RFor a harlot is a deep pit, 

And a seductress is a narrow well.

28RShe also lies in wait as for a victim, 

And increases the unfaithful among men. 

29RWho has woe?

Who has sorrow?

Who has contentions?

Who has complaints?

Who has wounds without cause?

Who Rhas redness of eyes?

30Those who linger long at the wine, 

Those who go in search of mixed wine.

31Do not look on the wine when it is red, 

When it sparkles in the cup, 

When it swirls around smoothly;

32At the last it bites like a serpent, 

And stings like a viper.

33Your eyes will see strange things, 

And your heart will utter perverse things.

34Yes, you will be like one who lies down in the Tmidst of the sea, 

Or like one who lies at the top of the mast, saying:

35“TheyR have struck me,  but I was not hurt;

They have beaten me, but I did not feel it.

When shall RI awake, that I may seek another drink?”




CHAPTER 24

1Do not be Renvious of evil men, 

Nor desire to be with them;

2For their heart devises violence, 

And their lips talk of troublemaking.

3Through wisdom a house is built, 

And by understanding it is established;

4By knowledge the rooms are filled

With all precious and pleasant riches.

5RA wise man is strong, 

Yes, a man of knowledge increases strength;

6RFor by wise counsel you will wage your own war, 

And in a multitude of counselors there is safety.

7RWisdom is too lofty for a fool;

He does not open his mouth in the gate.

8He who Rplots to do evil

Will be called a schemer.

9The devising of foolishness is sin, 

And the scoffer is an abomination to men.

10If you Rfaint in the day of adversity, 

Your strength is small.

11RDeliver those who are drawn toward death, 

And hold back those stumbling to the slaughter.

12If you say, “Surely we did not know this, ”

Does not RHe who weighs the hearts consider it?

He who keeps your soul, does He not know it?

And will He not render to each man Raccording to his deeds?

13My son, Reat honey because it is good, 

And the honeycomb which is sweet to your taste;

14RSo shall the knowledge of wisdom  be to your soul;

If you have found it, there is a prospect, 

And your hope will not be cut off.

15Do not lie in wait, O wicked man, against the dwelling of the righteous;

Do not plunder his resting place;

16RFor a righteous man may fall seven times

And rise again, 

But the wicked shall fall by calamity.

17RDo not rejoice when your enemy falls, 

And do not let your heart be glad when he stumbles;

18Lest the LORD see it, and Tit displease Him, 

And He turn away His wrath from him.

19RDo not fret because of evildoers, 

Nor be envious of the wicked; 

20For there will be no prospect for the evil man;

The lamp of the wicked will be put out.

21My son, Rfear the LORD and the king;

Do not associate with those given to change; 

22For their calamity will rise suddenly, 

And who knows the ruin those two can bring?

23These things also belong to the wise:

RIt is not good to Tshow partiality in judgment.

24RHe who says to the wicked, “You are righteous, ”

Him the people will curse;

Nations will abhor him.

25But those who rebuke the wicked will have Rdelight, 

And a good blessing will come upon them.

26He who gives a right answer kisses the lips.

27Prepare your outside work, 

Make it fit for yourself in the field;

And afterward build your house.

28RDo not be a witness against your neighbor without cause, 

For would you deceive* with your lips?

29RDo not say, “I will do to him just as he has done to me;

I will render to the man according to his work.”

30I went by the field of the lazy man, 

And by the vineyard of the man devoid of understanding;

31And there it was, Rall overgrown with thorns;

Its surface was covered with nettles;

Its stone wall was broken down.

32When I saw it, I considered it well;

I looked on it and received instruction:

33A little sleep, a little slumber, 

A little folding of the hands to rest;

34RSo shall your poverty come like a prowler, 

And your need like an armed man.




CHAPTER 25

Relationships with Kings

1TheseR also are proverbs of Solomon which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied:

2RIt is the glory of God to conceal a matter, 

But the glory of kings is to search out a matter. 

3As the heavens for height and the earth for depth, 

So the heart of kings is unsearchable.

4RTake away the dross from silver, 

And it will go to the silversmith for jewelry. 

5Take away the wicked from before the king, 

And his throne will be established in Rrighteousness.

6Do not exalt yourself in the presence of the king, 

And do not stand in the place of the great;

7RFor it is better that he say to you, 

“Come up here, ” 

Than that you should be put lower in the presence of the prince, 

Whom your eyes have seen.

Relationships with Neighbors

8RDo not go hastily to Tcourt;

For what will you do in the end, 

When your neighbor has put you to shame?

9RDebate your case with your neighbor, 

And do not disclose the secret to another;

10Lest he who hears it expose your shame, 

And your reputation be ruined.

11A word fitly Rspoken is like apples of gold

In settings of silver.

12Like an earring of gold and an ornament of fine gold

Is a wise rebuker to an obedient ear.

13RLike the cold of snow in time of harvest

Is a faithful messenger to those who send him, 

For he refreshes the soul of his masters.

14Whoever falsely boasts of giving

Is like clouds and wind without rain.

15RBy long forbearance a ruler is persuaded, 

And a gentle tongue breaks a bone.

16Have you found honey?

Eat only as much as you need, 

Lest you be filled with it and vomit.

17Seldom set foot in your neighbor’s house, 

Lest he become weary of you and hate you.

18RA man who bears false witness against his neighbor

Is like a club, a sword, and a sharp arrow.

19Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble

Is like a bad tooth and a foot out of joint.

20Like one who takes away a garment in cold weather, 

And like vinegar on soda, 

Is one who Rsings songs to a heavy heart.

Relationships with Enemies

21RIf your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat;

And if he is thirsty, give him water to drink;

22For so you will heap coals of fire on his head, 

And the LORD will reward you.

23The north wind brings forth rain, 

And Ra backbiting tongue an angry countenance.

24RIt is better to dwell in a corner of a housetop, 

Than in a house shared with a contentious woman.

Relationships with Yourself

25As cold water to a weary soul, 

So is good news from a far country.

26A righteous man who falters before the wicked

Is like a murky spring and a Tpolluted well.

27It is not good to eat much honey;

So to seek one’s own glory is not glory.

28RWhoever has no rule over his own spirit

Is like a city broken down, without walls.




CHAPTER 26

Relationships with Fools

1As snow in summer and rain in harvest, So honor is not fitting for a fool.

2Like a flitting sparrow, like a flying swallow, 

So Ra curse without cause shall not alight.

3RA whip for the horse, 

A bridle for the donkey, 

And a rod for the fool’s back.

4Do not answer a fool according to his folly, 

Lest you also be like him.

5Answer a fool according to his folly, 

Lest he be wise in his own eyes.

6He who sends a message by the hand of a fool

Cuts off his own feet and drinks violence.

7Like the legs of the lame that hang limp

Is a proverb in the mouth of fools.

8Like one who binds a stone in a sling

Is he who gives honor to a fool.

9Like a thorn that goes into the hand of a drunkard

Is a proverb in the mouth of fools.

10The great God who formed everything

Gives the fool his hire and the transgressor his wages.*

11RAs a dog returns to his own vomit, 

So a fool repeats his folly. 

12RDo you see a man wise in his own eyes?

There is more hope for a fool than for him. 

Relationships with Lazy People

13The lazy man says, “There is a lion in the road!

A fierce lion is in the streets!”

14As a door turns on its hinges, 

So does the lazy man on his bed.

15The lazy man buries his hand in the Tbowl;*

It wearies him to bring it back to his mouth.

16The lazy man is wiser in his own eyes

Than seven men who can answer sensibly.

Relationships with Gossips

17He who passes by and meddles in a quarrel not his own

Is like one who takes a dog by the ears.

18Like a madman who throws firebrands, arrows, and death, 

19Is the man who deceives his neighbor, 

And says, R“I was only joking!” 

20Where there is no wood, the fire goes out;

And where there is no Ttalebearer, strife ceases.

21RAs charcoal is to burning coals, and wood to fire, 

So is a contentious man to kindle strife.

22The words of a Ttalebearer are like tasty trifles, 

And they go down into the inmost body.

23Fervent lips with a wicked heart

Are like earthenware covered with silver dross.

24He who hates, disguises it with his lips, 

And lays up deceit within himself;

25RWhen The speaks kindly, do not believe him, 

For there are seven abominations in his heart;

26Though his hatred is covered by deceit, 

His wickedness will be revealed before the assembly.

27RWhoever digs a pit will fall into it, 

And he who rolls a stone will have it roll back on him. 

28A lying tongue hates those who are crushed by it, 

And a flattering mouth works ruin.




CHAPTER 27

Proverbs Regulating Various Activities

1DoR not boast about tomorrow, For you do not know what a day may bring forth. 

2RLet another man praise you, and not your own mouth;

A stranger, and not your own lips.

3A stone is heavy and sand is weighty, 

But a fool’s wrath is heavier than both of them.

4Wrath is cruel and anger a torrent, 

But Rwho is able to stand before jealousy?

5ROpen rebuke is better

Than love carefully concealed.

6Faithful are the wounds of a friend, 

But the kisses of an enemy are Rdeceitful.

7A satisfied soul Tloathes the honeycomb, 

But to a hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet.

8Like a bird that wanders from its nest

Is a man who wanders from his place.

9Ointment and perfume delight the heart, 

And the sweetness of a man’s friend gives delight by hearty counsel.

10Do not forsake your own friend or your father’s friend, 

Nor go to your brother’s house in the day of your calamity;

RBetter is a neighbor nearby than a brother far away.

11My son, be wise, and make my heart glad, 

RThat I may answer him who reproaches me.

12A prudent man foresees evil and hides himself;

The simple pass on and are punished.

13Take the garment of him who is surety for a stranger, 

And hold it in pledge when he is surety for a seductress.

14He who blesses his friend with a loud voice, rising early in the morning, 

It will be counted a curse to him.

15A Rcontinual dripping on a very rainy day

And a contentious woman are alike;

16Whoever Trestrains her restrains the wind, 

And grasps oil with his right hand.

17As iron sharpens iron, 

So a man sharpens the countenance of his friend.

18RWhoever Tkeeps the fig tree will eat its fruit;

So he who waits on his master will be honored.

19As in water face reflects face, 

So a man’s heart reveals the man.

20Hell* and Destruction* are never full;

So the eyes of man are never satisfied.

21RThe refining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold, 

And a man is valued by what others say of him.

22RThough you grind a fool in a mortar with a pestle along with crushed grain, 

Yet his foolishness will not depart from him.

23Be diligent to know the state of your Rflocks, 

And attend to your herds;

24For riches are not forever, 

Nor does a crown endure to all generations.

25RWhen the hay is removed, and the tender grass shows itself, 

And the herbs of the mountains are gathered in, 

26The lambs will provide your clothing, 

And the goats the price of a field;

27You shall have enough goats’ milk for your food, 

For the food of your household, 

And the nourishment of your maidservants.




CHAPTER 28

1The wicked flee when no one pursues, But the righteous are bold as a lion.

2Because of the transgression of a land, many are its princes;

But by a man of understanding and knowledge

Right will be prolonged.

3RA poor man who oppresses the poor

Is like a driving rain Twhich leaves no food.

4RThose who forsake the law praise the wicked, 

RBut such as keep the law contend with them.

5REvil men do not understand justice, 

But Rthose who seek the LORD understand all.

6Better is the poor who walks in his integrity

Than one perverse in his ways, though he be rich.

7Whoever keeps the law is a discerning son, 

But a companion of gluttons shames his father.

8One who increases his possessions by usury and extortion

Gathers it for him who will pity the poor.

9One who turns away his ear from hearing the law, 

Even his prayer is an abomination.

10RWhoever causes the upright to go astray in an evil way, 

He himself will fall into his own pit;

But the blameless will inherit good.

11The rich man is wise in his own eyes, 

But the poor who has understanding searches him out.

12When the righteous rejoice, there is great Rglory;

But when the wicked arise, men Thide themselves.

13RHe who covers his sins will not prosper, 

But whoever confesses and forsakes them will have mercy.

14Happy is the man who is always reverent, 

But he who hardens his heart will fall into calamity.

15Like a roaring lion and a charging bear

Is a wicked ruler over poor people.

16A ruler who lacks understanding is a great Roppressor, 

But he who hates covetousness will prolong his days.

17RA man burdened with bloodshed will flee into a pit;

Let no one help him.

18Whoever walks blamelessly will be Tsaved, 

But he who is perverse in his ways will suddenly fall.

19RHe who tills his land will have plenty of bread, 

But he who follows frivolity will have poverty enough!

20A faithful man will abound with blessings, 

RBut he who hastens to be rich will not go unpunished.

21RTo show partiality is not good, 

RBecause for a piece of bread a man will transgress.

22A man with an evil eye hastens after riches, 

And does not consider that Rpoverty will come upon him.

23RHe who rebukes a man will find more favor afterward

Than he who flatters with the tongue.

24Whoever robs his father or his mother, 

And says, “It is no transgression, ”

The same is companion to a destroyer.

25RHe who is of a proud heart stirs up strife, 

RBut he who trusts in the LORD will be prospered.

26He who Rtrusts in his own heart is a fool, 

But whoever walks wisely will be delivered.

27RHe who gives to the poor will not lack, 

But he who hides his eyes will have many curses.

28When the wicked arise, Rmen hide themselves;

But when they perish, the righteous increase.




CHAPTER 29

1HeR who is often rebuked, and hardens his neck, 

Will suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.

2When the righteous are in authority, the Rpeople rejoice;

But when a wicked man rules, Rthe people groan.

3Whoever loves wisdom makes his father rejoice, 

But a companion of harlots wastes his wealth.

4The king establishes the land by justice, 

But he who receives bribes overthrows it.

5A man who Rflatters his neighbor

Spreads a net for his feet. 

6By transgression an evil man is snared, 

But the righteous sings and rejoices.

7The righteous Rconsiders the cause of the poor, 

But the wicked does not understand such knowledge.

8Scoffers Rset a city aflame, 

But wise men turn away wrath.

9If a wise man contends with a foolish man, 

RWhether the fool rages or laughs, there is no peace.

10The bloodthirsty hate the blameless, 

But the upright seek his well-being.*

11A fool vents all his feelings, *

But a wise man holds them back.

12If a ruler pays attention to lies, 

All his servants become wicked.

13The poor man and the oppressor have this in common:

The LORD gives light to the eyes of both.

14The king who judges the Rpoor with truth, 

His throne will be established forever.

15The rod and rebuke give Rwisdom, 

But a child left to himself brings shame to his mother. 

16When the wicked are multiplied, transgression increases;

But the righteous will see their fall.

17Correct your son, and he will give you rest;

Yes, he will give delight to your soul.

18RWhere there is no revelation, * the people cast off restraint;

But happy is he who keeps the law.

19A servant will not be corrected by mere words;

For though he understands, he will not respond.

20Do you see a man hasty in his words?

RThere is more hope for a fool than for him.

21He who pampers his servant from childhood

Will have him as a son in the end.

22RAn angry man stirs up strife, 

And a furious man abounds in transgression. 

23RA man’s pride will bring him low, 

But the humble in spirit will retain honor. 

24Whoever is a partner with a thief hates his own life;

RHe swears to tell the truth, * but reveals nothing.

25The fear of man brings a snare, 

But whoever trusts in the LORD shall be Tsafe.

26RMany seek the ruler’s Tfavor, 

But justice for man comes from the LORD.

27An unjust man is an abomination to the righteous, 

And he who is upright in the way is an abomination to the wicked.




CHAPTER 30

The Words of Agur

1The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, his utterance. This man declared to Ithiel—to Ithiel and Ucal:

2RSurely I am more stupid than any man, 

And do not have the understanding of a man.

3I neither learned wisdom

Nor have knowledge of the Holy One.

4RWho has ascended into heaven, or descended?

RWho has gathered the wind in His fists?

Who has bound the waters in a garment?

Who has established all the ends of the earth?

What is His name, and what is His Son’s name, 

If you know?

5REvery word of God is pure;

RHe is a shield to those who put their trust in Him.

6RDo not add to His words, 

Lest He rebuke you, and you be found a liar. 

7Two things I request of You

(Deprive me not before I die):

8Remove falsehood and lies far from me;

Give me neither poverty nor riches—

Feed me with the food allotted to me;

9Lest I be full and deny You, 

And say, “Who is the LORD?”

Or lest I be poor and steal, 

And profane the name of my God.

10Do not malign a servant to his master, 

Lest he curse you, and you be found guilty.

11There is a generation that curses its Rfather, 

And does not bless its mother.

12There is a generation Rthat is pure in its own eyes, 

Yet is not washed from its filthiness.

13There is a generation—oh, how Rlofty are their eyes!

And their eyelids are lifted up.

14RThere is a generation whose teeth are like swords, 

And whose fangs are like knives, 

To devour the poor from off the earth, 

And the needy from among men.

15The leech has two daughters—

Give and Give!

There are three things that are never satisfied, 

Four never say, “Enough!”:

16RThe grave, *

The barren womb, 

The earth that is not satisfied with water—

And the fire never says, “Enough!”

17The eye that mocks his father, 

And scorns obedience to his mother, 

The ravens of the valley will pick it out, 

And the young eagles will eat it.

18There are three things which are too wonderful for me, 

Yes, four which I do not understand:

19The way of an eagle in the air, 

The way of a serpent on a rock, 

The way of a ship in the Tmidst of the sea, 

And the way of a man with a virgin.

20This is the way of an adulterous woman:

She eats and wipes her mouth, 

And says, “I have done no wickedness.”

21For three things the earth is perturbed, 

Yes, for four it cannot bear up:

22For a servant when he reigns, 

A fool when he is filled with food, 

23A Thateful woman when she is married, 

And a maidservant who succeeds her mistress.

24There are four things which are little on the earth, 

But they are exceedingly wise:

25RThe ants are a people not strong, 

Yet they prepare their food in the summer; 

26The rock badgers* are a feeble folk, 

Yet they make their homes in the crags;

27The locusts have no king, 

Yet they all advance in ranks;

28The spider* skillfully grasps with its hands, 

And it is in kings’ palaces.

29There are three things which are majestic in pace, 

Yes, four which are stately in walk:

30A lion, which is mighty among beasts

And does not turn away from any;

31A greyhound, *

A male goat also, 

And a king whose troops are with him.*

32If you have been foolish in exalting yourself, 

Or if you have devised evil, Rput your hand on your mouth.

33For as the churning of milk produces butter, 

And wringing the nose produces blood, 

So the forcing of wrath produces strife.




CHAPTER 31

Wisdom for Leaders

1The words of King Lemuel, the utterance which his mother taught him:

2What, my son?

And what, son of my womb?

And what, Rson of my vows?

3RDo not give your strength to women, 

Nor your ways Rto that which destroys kings. 

4It is not for kings, O Lemuel, 

It is not for kings to drink wine, 

Nor for princes intoxicating drink;

5RLest they drink and forget the law, 

And pervert the justice of all Tthe afflicted. 

6RGive strong drink to him who is perishing, 

And wine to those who are bitter of heart.

7Let him drink and forget his poverty, 

And remember his misery no more.

8ROpen your mouth for the speechless, 

In the cause of all who are appointed to die.* 

9Open your mouth, Rjudge righteously, 

And Rplead the cause of the poor and needy. 

Wise Woman

10Who* can find a virtuous* wife?

For her worth is far above rubies.

11The heart of her husband safely trusts her;

So he will have no lack of gain.

12She does him good and not evil

All the days of her life.

13She seeks wool and flax, 

And willingly works with her hands.

14She is like the merchant ships, 

She brings her food from afar.

15She also rises while it is yet night, 

And provides food for her household, 

And a portion for her maidservants.

16She considers a field and buys it;

From her profits she plants a vineyard.

17She girds herself with strength, 

And strengthens her arms.

18She perceives that her merchandise is good, 

And her lamp does not go out by night.

19She stretches out her hands to the distaff, 

And her hand holds the spindle.

20RShe extends her hand to the poor, 

Yes, she reaches out her hands to the needy. 

21She is not afraid of snow for her household, 

For all her household is clothed with scarlet.

22She makes tapestry for herself;

Her clothing is fine linen and purple.

23RHer husband is known in the gates, 

When he sits among the elders of the land. 

24She makes linen garments and sells them, 

And supplies sashes for the merchants.

25Strength and honor are her clothing;

She shall rejoice in time to come.

26She opens her mouth with wisdom, 

And on her tongue is the law of kindness.

27She watches over the ways of her household, 

And does not eat the bread of idleness.

28Her children rise up and call her blessed;

Her husband also, and he praises her:

29“Many daughters have done well, 

But you excel them all.”

30Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, 

But a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised.

31Give her of the fruit of her hands, 

And let her own works praise her in the gates.




The Book of Ecclesiastes
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THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES

The key word in Ecclesiastes is vanity, the futile emptiness of trying to be happy apart from God. The Preacher (traditionally taken to be Solomon—1:1, 12—the wisest, richest, most influential king in Israel’s history) looks at life “under the sun” (1:9) and, from the human perspective, declares it all to be empty. Power, popularity, prestige, pleasure—nothing can fill the God-shaped void in man’s life but God Himself! But once seen from God’s perspective, life takes on meaning and purpose, causing Solomon to exclaim, “Eat … drink … rejoice … do good … live joyfully … fear God … keep His commandments!” Skepticism and despair melt away when life is viewed as a daily gift from God.

The Hebrew title Qoheleth is a rare term, found only in Ecclesiastes (1:1, 2, 12; 7:27; 12:8–10). It comes from the word qahal, “to convoke an assembly, to assemble.” Thus, it means “one who addresses an assembly, a preacher.” The Septuagint used the Greek word Ekklesiastes as its title for this book. Derived from the word ekklesia, “assembly, congregation, church, ” it simply means “preacher.” The Latin Ecclesiastes means “speaker before an assembly.”
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THE AUTHOR OF ECCLESIASTES

There are powerful arguments that the author of Ecclesiastes was Solomon.

External Evidence: Jewish talmudic tradition attributes the book to Solomon but suggests that Hezekiah’s scribes may have edited the text (see Prov. 25:1). Solomonic authorship of Ecclesiastes is the standard Christian position, although some scholars, along with the Talmud, believe the work was later edited during the time of Hezekiah or possibly Ezra.

Internal Evidence: The author calls himself “the son of David, king in Jerusalem” in 1:1, 12. Solomon was the best qualified Davidic descendant for the quest in this book. He was the wisest man who ever taught in Jerusalem (see 1:16; 1 Kin. 4:29, 30). The descriptions of Qoheleth’s exploration of pleasure (2:1–3), impressive accomplishments (2:4–6), and unparalleled wealth (2:7–10) were fulfilled only by King Solomon. The proverbs in this book are similar to those in the Book of Proverbs (e.g., Eccl. 7; 10). According to 12:9, Qoheleth collected and arranged many proverbs, perhaps referring to the two Solomonic collections in Proverbs. The unity of authorship of Ecclesiastes is supported by the seven references to Qoheleth.
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THE TIME OF ECCLESIASTES

Some scholars argue that the literary forms in Ecclesiastes are postexilic, but they are, in fact, unique, and cannot be used in dating this book. The phrase “all who were before me in Jerusalem” in 1:16 has been used to suggest a date after Solomon’s time, but there were many kings and wise men in Jerusalem before the time of Solomon. However, Solomon was the only son of David who reigned over Israel from Jerusalem (1:12).

Ecclesiastes was probably written late in Solomon’s life, about 935 B.C. If this is so, the great glory that Solomon ushered in early in his reign was already beginning to fade; and the disruption of Israel into two kingdoms would soon take place. Jewish tradition asserts that Solomon wrote Song of Solomon in his youthful years, Proverbs in his middle years, and Ecclesiastes in his latter years. This book may be expressing his regret for his folly and wasted time due to carnality and idolatry (cf. 1 Kin. 11).

There are no references to historical events other than to personal aspects of Qoheleth’s life. The location was Jerusalem (1:1, 12, 16), the seat of Israel’s rule and authority.
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THE CHRIST OF ECCLESIASTES

Ecclesiastes convincingly portrays the emptiness and perplexity of life without a relationship with the Lord. Each person has eternity in his heart (3:11), and only Christ can provide ultimate satisfaction, joy, and wisdom. Man’s highest good is found in the “one Shepherd” (12:11) who offers abundant life (John 10:9, 10).
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KEYS TO ECCLESIASTES

Key Word: Vanity—Ecclesiastes reports the results of a diligent quest for purpose, meaning, and satisfaction in human life. The Preacher poignantly sees the emptiness and futility of power, popularity, prestige, and pleasure apart from God. The word “vanity” appears thirty-seven times to express the many things that cannot be understood about life. All earthly goals and ambitions when pursued as ends in themselves lead to dissatisfaction and frustration. Life “under the sun” (used twenty-nine times) seems to be filled with inequities, uncertainties, changes in fortune, and violations of justice. But Ecclesiastes does not give an answer of atheism or skepticism; God is referred to throughout. In fact, it claims that the search for man’s summum bonum must end in God. Satisfaction in life can be found only by looking beyond this world. Ecclesiastes gives an analysis of negative themes, but it also develops the positive theme of overcoming the vanities of life by fearing a God who is good, just, and sovereign (12:13, 14). Wisdom involves seeing life from a divine perspective and trusting God in the face of apparent futility and lack of purpose. Life is a daily gift from God and it should be enjoyed as much as possible (see 2:24–26; 3:12, 13, 22; 5:18–20; 8:15; 9:7–10; 11:8, 9). Our comprehension is indeed limited, but there are many things we can understand. Qoheleth recognized that ultimately God will judge all people. Therefore he exhorted: “Fear God and keep His commandments” (12:13).

Key Verses: Ecclesiastes 2:24 and 12:13, 14—“Nothing is better for a man than that he should eat and drink, and that his soul should enjoy good in his labor. This also, I saw, was from the hand of God” (2:24).

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is man’s all. For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or evil” (12:13, 14).

Key Chapter: Ecclesiastes 12—At the end of the Book of Ecclesiastes, the Preacher looks at life through “binoculars.” On the other hand, from the perspective of the natural man who only sees life “under the sun, ” the conclusion is, “All is vanity.” Life’s every activity, even though pleasant for the moment, becomes purposeless and futile when viewed as an end in itself.

The Preacher carefully documents the latter view with a long list of his own personal pursuits in life. No amount of activities or possessions has satisfied the craving of his heart. Every earthly prescription for happiness has left the same bitter aftertaste. Only when the Preacher views his life from God’s perspective “above the sun” does it take on meaning as a precious gift “from the hand of God” (2:24).

Chapter 12 resolves the book’s extensive in-quiry into the meaning of life with the single conclusion, “Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is man’s all” (12:13).
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SURVEY OF ECCLESIASTES

Ecclesiastes is a profound and problematic book. It is the record of an intense search for meaning and satisfaction in life on this earth, especially in view of all the iniquities and apparent absurdities that surround us. It takes the perspective of the greatest answers that wisdom under the sun can produce. If the Preacher is identified as Solomon, Ecclesiastes was written from a unique vantage point. Possessing the greatest mental, material, and political resources ever combined in one man, he was qualified beyond all others to write this book. Ecclesiastes is extremely difficult to synthesize, and several alternate approaches have been used. The one used here is: the thesis that “all is vanity” (1:1–11), the proof that “all is vanity” (1:12–6:12), the counsel for living with vanity (7:1–12:14).

The Thesis That “All Is Vanity” (1:1–11): After a one-verse introduction, the Preacher states his theme: “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity” (1:2). Life under the sun appears to be futile and perplexing. Verses 3–11 illustrate this theme in the endless and apparently meaningless cycles found in nature and history.

The Proof That “All Is Vanity” (1:12–6:12): The Preacher describes his multiple quest for meaning and satisfaction as he explores his vast personal resources. He begins with wisdom (1:12–18) but finds that “he who increases knowledge increases sorrow.” Due to his intense perception of reality he experiences just the reverse of “ignorance is bliss.” The Preacher moves from wisdom to laughter, hedonism, and wine (2:1–3) and then turns to works, women, and wealth (2:4–11); but all lead to emptiness. He realizes that wisdom is far greater than foolishness, but both seem to lead to futility in view of the brevity of life and universality of death (2:12–17). He concludes by acknowledging that contentment and joy are found only in God.

At this point, Ecclesiastes turns from his situation in life to a philosophical quest; but the conclusion remains the same. The Preacher considers the unchanging order of events and the fixed laws of God. Time is short, and there is no eternity on earth (3:1–15). The futility of death seems to cancel the difference between righteousness and wickedness (3:16–22). Chapters 4 and 5 explore the futility in social relationships (oppression, rivalry, covetousness, power) and in religious relationships (formalism, empty prayer, vows). In addition, the world’s offerings produce disappointment, not satisfaction. Ultimate meaning can be found only in God.

The Counsel for Living with Vanity (7:1–12:14): A series of lessons on practical wisdom is given in 7:1–9:12. Levity and pleasure-seeking are seen as superficial and foolish; it is better to have sober depth of thought. Wisdom and self-control provide perspective and strength in coping with life. One should enjoy prosperity and consider in adversity that God made both. Avoid the twin extremes of self-righteousness and immorality. Sin invades all men, and wisdom is cut short by evil and death. The human mind cannot grasp ultimate meaning. Submission to authority helps one avoid unnecessary hardship, but real justice is often lacking on earth. The uncertainties of life and certainty of the grave show that God’s purposes and ways often cannot be grasped. One should, therefore, magnify opportunities while they last, because fortune can change suddenly.

Observations on wisdom and folly are found in 9:13–11:6. Wisdom, the most powerful human resource, is contrasted with the meaningless talk and effort of fools. In view of the unpredictability of circumstances, wisdom is the best course to follow in order to minimize grief and misfortune. Wisdom involves discipline and diligence. In 11:7–12:7 the Preacher offers exhortations on using life well. Youth is too brief and precious to be squandered in foolishness or evil. A person should live well in the fullness of each day before God and acknowledge Him early in life. This section closes with an exquisite allegory of old age (12:1–7).

The Preacher concludes that the “good life” is only attained by revering God. Those who fail to take God and His will seriously into account are doomed to lives of foolishness and futility. Life will not wait upon the solution of all its problems; nevertheless, real meaning can be found by looking not “under the sun” but beyond the sun to the “one Shepherd” (12:11).
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OUTLINE OF ECCLESIASTES

Part One: The Thesis That “All Is Vanity” (1:1–11)

I. Introduction of Vanity1:1–3

II. Illustrations of Vanity1:4–11

Part Two: The Proof That “All Is Vanity” (1:12–6:12)

I. Proof of “All Is Vanity” from Experience … 1:12–2:26

A. Vanity of Striving After Wisdom … 1:12–18

B. Vanity of Striving After Pleasure … 2:1–3

C. Vanity of Great Accomplishments … 2:4–17

D. Vanity of Hard Labor … 2:18–23

E. Conclusion: Be Content … 2:24–26

II. Proof of “All Is Vanity” from Observation … 3:1–6:12

A. Immutability of God’s Program … 3:1–22

1. God Predetermines the Events of Life … 3:1–9

2. God Predetermines the Conditions of Life … 3:10–15

3. God Judges All … 3:16–22

B. Inequalities of Life … 4:1–16

1. Evil Oppression … 4:1–3

2. Folly of Hard Work … 4:4–12

3. Transience of Popularity … 4:13–16

C. Insufficiencies of Human Religion … 5:1–7

D. Insufficiencies of Wealth … 5:8–20

1. Wealth Does Not Satisfy … 5:8–12

2. Wealth Brings Difficulties … 5:13–17

3. Wealth Comes Ultimately from God … 5:18–20

E. Inescapable Vanity of Life … 6:1–12

1. No Satisfaction in Wealth … 6:1, 2

2. No Satisfaction in Children … 6:3–6

3. No Satisfaction in Labor … 6:7, 8

4. No Satisfaction in the Future … 6:9–12

Part Three: The Counsel for Living with Vanity (7:1–12:14)

I. Coping in a Wicked World … 7:1–9:18

A. Wisdom and Folly Contrasted … 7:1–14

B. Wisdom of Moderation … 7:15–18

C. Strength of Wisdom … 7:19–29

D. Submit to Authority … 8:1–9

E. Inability to Understand All God’s Doing … 8:10–17

F. Judgment Comes to All … 9:1–6

G. Enjoy Life While You Have It … 9:7–12

H. Value of Wisdom … 9:13–18

II. Counsel for the Uncertainties of Life … 10:1–12:8

A. Wisdom’s Characteristics … 10:1–15

B. Wisdom Related to the King … 10:16–20

C. Wisdom Related to Business … 11:1–6

D. Wisdom Related to the Youth … 11:7–12:8

1. Rejoice in Your Youth … 11:7–10

2. Remember God in Your Youth … 12:1–8

III. Conclusion: “Fear God and Keep His Commandments”12:9–14




CHAPTER 1

Introduction of Vanity

1The words of the Preacher, the son of David, Rking in Jerusalem.

2“Vanity* of vanities, ” says the Preacher;

“Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.”

3What profit has a man from all his labor

In which he toils under the sun?

Illustrations of Vanity

4One generation passes away, and another generation comes;

RBut the earth abides forever.

5RThe sun also rises, and the sun goes down, 

And Thastens to the place where it arose.

6The wind goes toward the south, 

And turns around to the north;

The wind whirls about continually, 

And comes again on its circuit.

7RAll the rivers run into the sea, 

Yet the sea is not full; 

To the place from which the rivers come, 

There they return again.

8All things are Tfull of labor;

Man cannot express it.

The eye is not satisfied with seeing, 

Nor the ear filled with hearing.

9That which has been is what will be, 

That which is done is what will be done, 

And there is nothing new under the sun.

10Is there anything of which it may be said, 

“See, this is new”?

It has already been in ancient times before us.

11There is Rno remembrance of former things, 

Nor will there be any remembrance of things that are to come

By those who will come after.

Vanity of Striving After Wisdom

12I, the Preacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem.

13And I set my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all that is done under heaven; Rthis burdensome task God has given to the sons of man, by which they may be Texercised.

14I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and indeed, all is vanity and grasping for the wind.

15RWhat is crooked cannot be made straight, 

And what is lacking cannot be numbered.

16I communed with my heart, saying, “Look, I have attained greatness, and have gained more wisdom than all who were before me in Jerusalem. My heart has understood great wisdom and knowledge.”

17And I set my heart to know wisdom and to know madness and folly. I perceived that this also is grasping for the wind.

18For Rin much wisdom is much grief, 

And he who increases knowledge increases sorrow. 




CHAPTER 2

Vanity of Striving After Pleasure

1I SAID in my heart, “Come now, I will test you with mirth; therefore enjoy pleasure”; but surely, this also was vanity.

2I said of laughter—“Madness!”; and of mirth, “What does it accomplish?”

3RI searched in my heart how to gratify my flesh with wine, while guiding my heart with wisdom, and how to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was Rgood for the sons of men to do under heaven all the days of their lives.

Vanity of Great Accomplishments

4I made my works great, I built myself houses, and planted myself vineyards.

5I made myself gardens and orchards, and I planted all kinds of fruit trees in them.

6I made myself water pools from which to water the growing trees of the grove.

7I acquired male and female servants, and had servants born in my house. Yes, I had greater possessions of herds and flocks than all who were in Jerusalem before me.

8I also gathered for myself silver and gold and the special treasures of kings and of the provinces. I acquired male and female singers, the delights of the sons of men, and musical instruments* of all kinds.

9So I became great and excelled more than all who were before me in Jerusalem. Also my wisdom remained with me.

10Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them.

I did not withhold my heart from any pleasure, 

For my heart rejoiced in all my labor;

And Rthis was my Treward from all my labor.

11Then I looked on all the works that my hands had done

And on the labor in which I had toiled;

And indeed all was Rvanity and grasping for the wind.

There was no profit under the sun.

12Then I turned myself to consider wisdom Rand madness and folly;

For what can the man do who succeeds the king?— 

Only what he has already done.

13Then I saw that wisdom Rexcels folly

As light excels darkness. 

14RThe wise man’s eyes are in his head, 

But the fool walks in darkness.

Yet I myself perceived

That Rthe same event happens to them all. 

15So I said in my heart, 

“As it happens to the fool, 

It also happens to me, 

And why was I then more wise?”

Then I said in my heart, 

“This also is vanity.”

16For there is Rno more remembrance of the wise than of the fool forever, 

Since all that now is will be forgotten in the days to come.

And how does a wise man die?

As the fool! 

17Therefore I hated life because the work that was done under the sun was distressing to me, for all is vanity and grasping for the wind.

Vanity of Hard Labor

18Then I hated all my labor in which I had toiled under the sun, because I must leave it to the man who will come after me.

19And who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will rule over all my labor in which I toiled and in which I have shown myself wise under the sun. This also is vanity.

20Therefore I turned my heart and despaired of all the labor in which I had toiled under the sun.

21For there is a man whose labor is with wisdom, knowledge, and skill; yet he must leave his Theritage to a man who has not labored for it. This also is vanity and a great evil.

22RFor what has man for all his labor, and for the striving of his heart with which he has toiled under the sun?

23For all his days are sorrowful, and his work burdensome; even in the night his heart takes no rest. This also is vanity.

Conclusion: Be Content

24Nothing is better for a man than that he should eat and drink, and that his soul should enjoy good in his labor. This also, I saw, was from the hand of God.

25For who can eat, or who can have enjoyment, more than I?*

26For God gives Rwisdom and knowledge and joy to a man who is good in His sight; but to the sinner He gives the work of gathering and collecting, that he may give to him who is good before God. This also is vanity and grasping for the wind.




CHAPTER 3

God Predetermines the Events of Life

1To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under heaven:

2A time Tto be born, 

And Ra time to die;

A time to plant, 

And a time to pluck what is planted;





3A time to kill, 

And a time to heal;

A time to break down, 

And a time to build up;

4A time to Rweep, 

And a time to laugh;

A time to mourn, 

And a time to dance;

5A time to cast away stones, 

And a time to gather stones;

RA time to embrace, 

And a time to refrain from embracing;

6A time to gain, 

And a time to lose;

A time to keep, 

And a time to throw away;

7A time to tear, 

And a time to sew;

RA time to keep silence, 

And a time to Rspeak;

8A time to love, 

And a time to Rhate;

A time of war, 

And a time of peace.

9RWhat profit has the worker from that in which he labors?

God Predetermines the Conditions of Life

10I have seen the God-given task with which the sons of men are to be occupied.

11He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also He has put eternity in their hearts, except that no one can find out the work that God does from beginning to end.

12I know that nothing is better for them than to rejoice, and to do good in their lives, 

13and also that Revery man should eat and drink and enjoy the good of all his labor—it is the gift of God.

14I know that whatever God does, 

It shall be forever.

RNothing can be added to it, 

And nothing taken from it.

God does it, that men should fear before Him.

15RThat which is has already been, 

And what is to be has already been;

And God Trequires an account of what is past. 

God Judges All

16Moreover I saw under the sun:

In the place of Tjudgment, 

Wickedness was there;

And in the place of righteousness, 

TIniquity was there.

17I said in my heart, 

R“God shall judge the righteous and the wicked, 

For there is a time there for every Tpurpose and for every work.”

18I said in my heart, “Concerning the condition of the sons of men, God tests them, that they may see that they themselves are like animals.”

19For what happens to the sons of men also happens to animals; one thing befalls them: as one dies, so dies the other. Surely, they all have one breath; man has no advantage over animals, for all is vanity.

20All go to one place: Rall are from the dust, and all return to dust.

21Who knows the spirit of the sons of men, which goes upward, and the spirit of the animal, which goes down to the earth?*

22RSo I perceived that nothing is better than that a man should rejoice in his own works, for Rthat is his heritage. RFor who can bring him to see what will happen after him?




CHAPTER 4

Evil Oppression

1Then I returned and considered all the Roppression that is done under the sun:

And look! The tears of the oppressed, 

But they have no comforter—

TOn the side of their oppressors there is power, 

But they have no comforter.

2RTherefore I praised the dead who were already dead, 

More than the living who are still alive.

3RYet, better than both is he who has never existed, 

Who has not seen the evil work that is done under the sun.

Folly of Hard Work

4Again, I saw that for all toil and every skillful work a man is envied by his neighbor. This also is vanity and grasping for the wind.

5RThe fool folds his hands

And consumes his own flesh.

6Better a handful with quietness

Than both hands full, together with toil and grasping for the wind.

7Then I returned, and I saw vanity under the sun:

8There is one alone, without companion:

He has neither son nor brother.

Yet there is no end to all his labors, 

Nor is his eye satisfied with riches.

But Rhe never asks, 

“For whom do I toil and deprive myself of Rgood?”

This also is vanity and a Tgrave misfortune.

9Two are better than one, 

Because they have a good reward for their labor.

10For if they fall, one will lift up his companion.

But woe to him who is alone when he falls, 

For he has no one to help him up.

11Again, if two lie down together, they will keep warm;

But how can one be warm alone?

12Though one may be overpowered by another, two can withstand him.

And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.

Transience of Popularity

13Better a poor and wise youth

Than an old and foolish king who will be admonished no more.

14For he comes out of prison to be king, 

Although The was born poor in his kingdom.

15I saw all the living who walk under the sun;

They were with the second youth who stands in his place.

16There was no end of all the people over whom he was made king;

Yet those who come afterward will not rejoice in him.

Surely this also is vanity and grasping for the wind.




CHAPTER 5

Insufficiencies of Human Religion

1Walk Rprudently when you go to the house of God; and draw near to hear rather than to give the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they do evil.

2Do not be Rrash with your mouth, 

And let not your heart utter anything hastily before God. 

For God is in heaven, and you on earth;

Therefore let your words be few.

3For a dream comes through much activity, 

And Ra fool’s voice is known by his many words.

4RWhen you make a vow to God, do not delay to pay it;

For He has no pleasure in fools.

Pay what you have vowed—

5RBetter not to vow than to vow and not pay.

6Do not let your Rmouth cause your flesh to sin, Rnor say before the messenger of God that it was an error. Why should God be angry at your excuse* and destroy the work of your hands?

7For in the multitude of dreams and many words there is also vanity. But Rfear God.

Wealth Does Not Satisfy

8If you Rsee the oppression of the poor, and the violent Tperversion of justice and righteousness in a province, do not marvel at the matter; for Rhigh official watches over high official, and higher officials are over them.

9Moreover the profit of the land is for all; even the king is served from the field.

10He who loves silver will not be satisfied with silver;

Nor he who loves abundance, with increase.

This also is vanity.

11When goods increase, 

They increase who eat them;

So what profit have the owners

Except to see them with their eyes?

12The sleep of a laboring man is sweet, 

Whether he eats little or much;

But the abundance of the rich will not permit him to sleep.

Wealth Brings Difficulties

13RThere is a severe evil which I have seen under the sun:

Riches kept for their owner to his hurt.

14But those riches perish through Tmisfortune;

When he begets a son, there is nothing in his hand.

15RAs he came from his mother’s womb, naked shall he return, 

To go as he came;

And he shall take nothing from his labor

Which he may carry away in his hand.

16And this also is a severe evil—

Just exactly as he came, so shall he go.

And what profit has he Rwho has labored for the wind?

17All his days Rhe also eats in darkness, 

And he has much sorrow and sickness and anger.

Wealth Comes Ultimately from God

18Here is what I have seen: RIt is good and fitting for one to eat and drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labor in which he toils under the sun all the days of his life which God gives him; for it is his heritage.

19As for every man to whom God has given riches and wealth, and given him power to eat of it, to receive his heritage and rejoice in his labor—this is the gift of God.

20For he will not dwell unduly on the days of his life, because God keeps him busy with the joy of his heart.




CHAPTER 6

No Satisfaction in Wealth

1There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is common among men:

2A man to whom God has given riches and wealth and honor, Rso that he lacks nothing for himself of all he desires; Ryet God does not give him power to eat of it, but a foreigner consumes it. This is vanity, and it is an evil affliction.

No Satisfaction in Children

3If a man begets a hundred children and lives many years, so that the days of his years are many, but his soul is not satisfied with goodness, or Rindeed he has no burial, I say that Ra Tstillborn child is better than he—

4for it comes in vanity and departs in darkness, and its name is covered with darkness.

5Though it has not seen the sun or known anything, this has more rest than that man, 

6even if he lives a thousand years twice—but has not seen goodness. Do not all go to one Rplace?

No Satisfaction in Labor

7All the labor of man is for his mouth, 

And yet the soul is not satisfied.

8For what more has the wise man than the fool?

What does the poor man have, 

Who knows how to walk before the living?

No Satisfaction in the Future

9Better is Tthe Rsight of the eyes than the wandering of Tdesire.

This also is vanity and grasping for the wind.

10Whatever one is, he has been named Ralready, 

For it is known that he is man;

RAnd he cannot contend with Him who is mightier than he.

11Since there are many things that increase vanity, 

How is man the better?

12For who knows what is good for man in life, all the days of his vain life which he passes like a shadow? Who can tell a man what will happen after him under the sun?




CHAPTER 7

Wisdom and Folly Contrasted

1A Rgood name is better than precious ointment, 

And the day of death than the day of one’s Rbirth;

2Better to go to the house of mourning

Than to go to the house of feasting, 

For that is the end of all men;

And the living will take it to heart.

3Sorrow is better than laughter, 

RFor by a sad countenance the heart is made better.

4The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, 

But the heart of fools is in the house of mirth.

5RIt is better to Thear the rebuke of the wise

Than for a man to hear the song of fools.

6RFor like the Tcrackling of thorns under a pot, 

So is the laughter of the fool.

This also is vanity.

7Surely oppression destroys a wise man’s reason, 

And a bribe debases the heart.

8The end of a thing is better than its beginning;

RThe patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit.

9Do not hasten in your spirit to be angry, 

For anger rests in the bosom of fools.

10Do not say, 

“Why were the former days better than these?”

For you do not inquire wisely concerning this.

11Wisdom is good with an inheritance, 

And profitable Rto those who see the sun.

12For wisdom is a Rdefense as money is a defense, 

But the Texcellence of knowledge is that wisdom gives Rlife to those who have it.

13Consider the work of God;

For Rwho can make straight what He has made crooked?

14RIn the day of prosperity be joyful, 

But in the day of adversity consider:

Surely God has appointed the one Tas well as the other, 

So that man can find out nothing that will come after him.

Wisdom of Moderation

15I have seen everything in my days of vanity:

RThere is a just man who perishes in his righteousness, 

And there is a wicked man who prolongs life in his wickedness.

16RDo not be overly righteous, 

RNor be overly wise:

Why should you destroy yourself?

17Do not be overly wicked, 

Nor be foolish:

Why should you die before your time?

18It is good that you grasp this, 

And also not remove your hand from the other;

For he who Rfears God will escape them all.

Strength of Wisdom

19Wisdom strengthens the wise

More than ten rulers of the city.

20RFor there is not a just man on earth who does good

And does not sin.

21Also do not take to heart everything people say, 

Lest you hear your servant cursing you.

22For many times, also, your own heart has known

That even you have cursed others.

23All this I have Tproved by wisdom.

RI said, “I will be wise”;

But it was far from me.

24RAs for that which is far off and Rexceedingly deep, 

Who can find it out?

25RI applied my heart to know, 

To search and seek out wisdom and the reason of things, 

To know the wickedness of folly, 

Even of foolishness and madness.

26RAnd I find more bitter than death

The woman whose heart is snares and nets, 

Whose hands are fetters.

THe who pleases God shall escape from her, 

But the sinner shall be trapped by her.

27“Here is what I have found, ” says Rthe Preacher, 

“Adding one thing to the other to find out the reason, 

28Which my soul still seeks but I cannot find:

ROne man among a thousand I have found, 

But a woman among all these I have not found.

29Truly, this only I have found:

RThat God made man upright, 

But Rthey have sought out many schemes.”




CHAPTER 8

Submit to Authority

1Who is like a wise man? And who knows the interpretation of a thing?

RA man’s wisdom makes his face shine, 

And Rthe sternness of his face is changed.

2I say, “Keep the king’s commandment for the sake of your oath to God.

3“Do not be hasty to go from his presence. Do not take your stand for an evil thing, for he does whatever pleases him.”

4Where the word of a king is, there is power;

And Rwho may say to him, “What are you doing?”

5He who keeps his command will experience nothing harmful;

And a wise man’s heart Tdiscerns both time and judgment, 

6Because Rfor every matter there is a time and judgment, 

Though the misery of man Tincreases greatly.

7For he does not know what will happen;

So who can tell him when it will occur?

8RNo one has power over the spirit to retain the spirit, 

And no one has power in the day of death.

There is Rno release from that war, 

And wickedness will not deliver those who are given to it. 

9All this I have seen, and applied my heart to every work that is done under the sun: There is a time in which one man rules over another to his own hurt.

Inability to Understand All God’s Doing

10Then I saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone from the place of holiness, and they were forgotten* in the city where they had so done. This also is vanity.

11RBecause the sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.

12Though a sinner does evil a hundred times, and his days are prolonged, yet I surely know that it will be well with those who fear God, who fear before Him.

13But it will not be well with the wicked; nor will he prolong his days, which are as a shadow, because he does not fear before God.

14There is a vanity which occurs on earth, that there are just men to whom it Rhappens according to the work of the wicked; again, there are wicked men to whom it happens according to the work of the righteous. I said that this also is vanity.

15So I commended enjoyment, because a man has nothing better under the sun than to eat, drink, and be merry; for this will remain with him in his labor all the days of his life which God gives him under the sun.

16When I applied my heart to know wisdom and to see the business that is done on earth, even though one sees no sleep day or night, 

17then I saw all the work of God, that Ra man cannot find out the work that is done under the sun. For though a man labors to discover it, yet he will not find it; moreover, though a wise man attempts to know it, he will not be able to find it.




CHAPTER 9

Judgment Comes to All

1For I Tconsidered all this in my heart, so that I could declare it all: Rthat the righteous and the wise and their works are in the hand of God. People know neither love nor hatred by anything they see before them.

2RAll things come alike to all:

One event happens to the righteous and the wicked;

To the good, * the clean, and the unclean;

To him who sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice.

As is the good, so is the sinner;

He who takes an oath as he who fears an oath.

3This is an evil in all that is done under the sun: that one thing happens to all. Truly the hearts of the sons of men are full of evil; madness is in their hearts while they live, and after that they go to the dead.

4But for him who is joined to all the living there is hope, for a living dog is better than a dead lion.

5For the living know that they will die;

But Rthe dead know nothing, 

And they have no more reward, 

For the memory of them is forgotten.

6Also their love, their hatred, and their envy have now perished;

Nevermore will they have a share

In anything done under the sun.

Enjoy Life While You Have It

7Go, Reat your bread with joy, 

And drink your wine with a merry heart;

For God has already accepted your works.

8Let your garments always be white, 

And let your head lack no oil.

9TLive joyfully with the wife whom you love all the days of your vain life which He has given you under the sun, all your days of vanity; Rfor that is your portion in life, and in the labor which you perform under the sun.

10RWhatever your hand finds to do, do it with your Rmight; for there is no work or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going.

11I returned Rand saw under the sun that—

The race is not to the swift, 

Nor the battle to the strong, 

Nor bread to the wise, 

Nor riches to men of understanding, 

Nor favor to men of skill;

But time and Rchance happen to them all.

12For Rman also does not know his time:

Like fish taken in a cruel net, 

Like birds caught in a snare, 

So the sons of men are Rsnared in an evil time, 

When it falls suddenly upon them.

Value of Wisdom

13This wisdom I have also seen under the sun, and it seemed great to me:

14There was a little city with few men in it; and a great king came against it, besieged it, and built great snares* around it.

15Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city. Yet no one remembered that same poor man.

16Then I said:

“Wisdom is better than Rstrength.

Nevertheless Rthe poor man’s wisdom is despised, 

And his words are not heard.

17Words of the wise, spoken quietly, should be heard

Rather than the shout of a ruler of fools.

18Wisdom is better than weapons of war;

But one sinner destroys much good.”




CHAPTER 10

Wisdom’s Characteristics

1DeadT flies putrefy* the perfumer’s ointment, 

And cause it to give off a foul odor;

So does a little folly to one respected for wisdom and honor.

2A wise man’s heart is at his right hand, 

But a fool’s heart at his left.

3Even when a fool walks along the way, 

He lacks wisdom, 

And he shows everyone that he is a fool.

4If the spirit of the ruler rises against you, 

RDo not leave your post;

For conciliation pacifies great offenses.

5There is an evil I have seen under the sun, 

As an error proceeding from the ruler:

6RFolly is set in great dignity, 

While the rich sit in a lowly place.

7I have seen servants Ron horses, 

While princes walk on the ground like servants. 

8RHe who digs a pit will fall into it, 

And whoever breaks through a wall will be bitten by a serpent. 

9He who quarries stones may be hurt by them, 

And he who splits wood may be endangered by it.

10If the ax is dull, 

And one does not sharpen the edge, 

Then he must use more strength;

But wisdom brings success.

11A serpent may bite Rwhen it is not charmed;

The babbler is no different.

12RThe words of a wise man’s mouth are gracious, 

But Rthe lips of a fool shall swallow him up;

13The words of his mouth begin with foolishness, 

And the end of his talk is raving madness.

14RA fool also multiplies words.

No man knows what is to be;

Who can tell him Rwhat will be after him?

15The labor of fools wearies them, 

For they do not even know how to go to the city!

Wisdom Related to the King

16RWoe to you, O land, when your king is a child, 

And your princes feast in the morning!

17Blessed are you, O land, when your king is the son of nobles, 

And your Rprinces feast at the proper time—

For strength and not for drunkenness!

18Because of laziness the Tbuilding decays, 

And Rthrough idleness of hands the house leaks.

19A feast is made for laughter, 

And Rwine makes merry;

But money answers everything.

20RDo not curse the king, even in your thought;

Do not curse the rich, even in your bedroom;

For a bird of the air may carry your voice, 

And a bird in flight may tell the matter.




CHAPTER 11

Wisdom Related to Business

1Cast your bread upon the waters, For you will find it after many days.

2RGive a serving Rto seven, and also to eight, 

RFor you do not know what evil will be on the earth.

3If the clouds are full of rain, 

They empty themselves upon the earth;

And if a tree falls to the south or the north, 

In the place where the tree falls, there it shall lie.

4He who observes the wind will not sow, 

And he who regards the clouds will not reap.

5As Ryou do not know what is the way of the wind, *

ROr how the bones grow in the womb of her who is with child, 

So you do not know the works of God who makes everything.

6In the morning sow your seed, 

And in the evening do not withhold your hand;

For you do not know which will prosper, 

Either this or that, 

Or whether both alike will be good.

Rejoice in Your Youth

7Truly the light is sweet, 

And it is pleasant for the eyes Rto behold the sun;

8But if a man lives many years

And Rrejoices in them all, 

Yet let him Rremember the days of darkness, 

For they will be many.

All that is coming is vanity.

9Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, 

And let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth;

Walk in the ways of your heart, 

And in the sight of your eyes;

But know that for all these

God will bring you into judgment.

10Therefore remove Tsorrow from your heart, 

And put away evil from your flesh, 

For childhood and youth are vanity.




CHAPTER 12

Remember God in Your Youth

1RememberR now your Creator in the days of your youth, 

Before the Tdifficult days come, 

And the years draw near Rwhen you say, 

“I have no pleasure in them”: 

2While the sun and the light, 

The moon and the stars, 

Are not darkened, 

And the clouds do not return after the rain;

3In the day when the keepers of the house tremble, 

And the strong men bow down;

When the grinders cease because they are few, 

And those that look through the windows grow dim;

4When the doors are shut in the streets, 

And the sound of grinding is low;

When one rises up at the sound of a bird, 

And all Rthe daughters of music are brought low.

5Also they are afraid of height, 

And of terrors in the way;

When the almond tree blossoms, 

The grasshopper is a burden, 

And desire fails.

For man goes to his eternal home, 

And the mourners go about the streets.

6Remember your Creator before the silver cord is loosed, *

Or the golden bowl is broken, 

Or the pitcher shattered at the fountain, 

Or the wheel broken at the well.

7RThen the dust will return to the earth as it was, 

RAnd the spirit will return to God Rwho gave it.

8“VanityR of vanities, ” says the Preacher, 

“All is vanity.”

“Fear God and Keep His Commandments”

9And moreover, because the Preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yes, he pondered and sought out and Rset in order many proverbs.

10The Preacher sought to find Tacceptable words; and what was written was upright—words of truth.

11The words of the wise are like goads, and the words of scholars* are like well-driven nails, given by one Shepherd.

12And further, my son, be admonished by these. Of making many books there is no end, and Rmuch study is wearisome to the flesh.

13Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:

RFear God and keep His commandments, 

For this is man’s all. 

14For RGod will bring every work into judgment, 

Including every secret thing, 

Whether good or evil.




The Song of Solomon
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THE BOOK OF SONG OF SOLOMON

The Song of Solomon is a love song written by Solomon and abounding in metaphors and oriental imagery. Historically, it depicts the wooing and wedding of a shepherdess by King Solomon, and the joys and heartaches of wedded love.

Allegorically, it pictures Israel as God’s espoused bride (Hos. 2:19, 20), and the church as the bride of Christ. As human life finds its highest fulfillment in the love of man and woman, so spirtual life finds its highest fulfillment in the love of God for His people and Christ for His church.

The book is arranged like scenes in a drama with three main speakers: the bride (Shulamite), the king (Solomon), and a chorus (daughters of Jerusalem).

The Hebrew title Shir Hashirim comes from 1:1, “The song of songs.” This is in the superlative and speaks of Solomon’s most exquisite song. The Greek title Asma Asmaton and the Latin Canticum Canticorum also mean “Song of Songs” or “The Best Song.” The name Canticles (“Songs”) is derived from the Latin title. Because Solomon is mentioned in 1:1, the book is also known as the Song of Solomon.

[image: ]

THE AUTHOR OF SONG OF SOLOMON

Solomonic authorship is rejected by critics who claim it is a later collection of songs. Many take 1:1 to mean “which is about or concerning Solomon.” But the internal evidence of the book strongly favors the traditional position that Solomon is its author. Solomon is specifically mentioned seven times (1:1, 5; 3:7, 9, 11; 8:11, 12), and he is identified as the groom. There is evidence of royal luxury and rich imported goods (e.g., 3:6–11). The king by this time also had sixty queens and eighty concubines (6:8). Solomon’s harem at its fullest extent reached seven hundred queens and three hundred concubines (1 Kin. 11:3).

In 1 Kings 4:32, 33 we read that Solomon composed 1,005 songs and had intimate knowledge of the plant and animal world. This greatest of his songs alludes to twenty-one species of plants and fifteen species of animals. It cites geographical locations in the north and in the south, indicating that they were still one kingdom. For example, 6:4 mentions both Tirzah and Jerusalem, the northern and southern capitals (after Solomon’s time, Samaria became the northern capital). Because of the poetic imagery, the Song of Solomon uses forty-nine words that occur nowhere else in Scripture.
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THE TIME OF SONG OF SOLOMON

This song was written primarily from the point of view of the Shulamite, but Solomon was its author, probably early in his reign, about 965 B.C. There is a problem regarding how a man with a harem of 140 women (6:8) could extol the love of the Shulamite as though she were his only bride. It may be that Solomon’s relationship with the Shulamite was the only pure romance he ever experienced. The bulk of his marriages were political arrangements. It is significant that the Shulamite was a vineyard keeper of no great means. This book was also written before Solomon plunged into gross immorality and idolatry. “For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the LORD his God” (1 Kin. 11:4).

The Shulamite addresses the king as “my beloved, ” and the king addresses his bride as “my love.” The daughters of Jerusalem were probably attendants to the Shulamite. The term Shulamite appears only in 6:13; and it may be derived from the town of Shunem, which was southwest of the Sea of Galilee in the tribal area of Issachar. The song refers to fifteen geographic locations from Lebanon in the north to Egypt in the south: Kedar (1:5), Egypt (1:9), En Gedi (1:14), Sharon (2:1), Jerusalem (2:7), Lebanon (3:9), Mount Gilead (4:1), Amana (4:8), Senir (4:8), Hermon (4:8), Tirzah (6:4), Heshbon (7:4), Damascus (7:4), Carmel (7:5), and Baal Hamon (8:11).
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THE CHRIST OF SONG OF SOLOMON

In the Old Testament, Israel is regarded as the bride of Yahweh (see Is. 54:5, 6; Jer. 2:2; Ezek. 16:8–14; Hos. 2:16–20). In the New Testament, the church is seen as the bride of Christ (see 2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:23–25; Rev. 19:7–9; 21:9). The Song of Solomon illustrates the former and anticipates the latter.
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KEYS TO SONG OF SOLOMON

Key Word: Love in Marriage—The purpose of this book depends on the viewpoint taken as to its primary thrust. Is it fictional, allegorical, or historical?


(1) Fictional: Some hold that this song is a fictional drama that portrays Solomon’s attraction and marriage to a poor but beautiful girl from the country. However, the book gives every indication that the story really happened.

(2) Allegorical: In this view, the primary purpose of the Song is to illustrate the truth of God’s love for His people whether the events were fictional or not. Some commentators insist that the book is indeed historical, but its primary purpose is typical, that is, to present God’s love for His bride Israel or Christ’s love for His church. However, this interpretation is subjective and lacking in evidence. In other scriptures the husband and wife relationship is used symbolically (cf. Ezek. 16; 23; Hos. 1–3), but these are always indicated as symbols. This may be an application of the book, but it should not be the primary interpretation.

(3) Historical: The Song of Solomon is a poetic record of Solomon’s actual romance with a Shulamite woman. The various scenes in the book exalt the joys of love in courtship and marriage and teach that physical beauty and sexuality in marriage should not be despised as base or unspiritual. It offers a proper perspective of human love and avoids the extremes of lust and asceticism. Only when sexuality is viewed in the wrong way, as something akin to evil, is an attempt made to allegorize the book. But this is part of God’s creation with its related desires and pleasures, and it is reasonable that He would provide us with a guide to a pure sexual relationship between a husband and wife. In fact, the union of the two sexes was originally intended to illustrate the oneness of the Godhead (see Gen. 1:27; 2:24; 1 Cor. 6:16–20). Thus, the Song is a bold and positive endorsement by God of marital love in all its physical and emotional beauty. This interpretation does not mean that the book has no spiritual illustrations and applications. It certainly illustrates God’s love for His covenant people Israel, and it anticipates Christ’s love for His bride, the church.


Key Verses: Song of Solomon 7:10 and 8:7—“I am my beloved’s, and his desire is toward me” (7:10).

“Many waters cannot quench love, nor can the floods drown it. If a man would give for love all the wealth of his house, it would be utterly despised” (8:7).

Key Chapter: Song of Solomon—Since the whole book is a unity, there is no key chapter; rather, all eight chapters beautifully depict the love of a married couple.

[image: ]

SURVEY OF SONG OF SOLOMON

Solomon wrote 1,005 songs (1 Kin. 4:32), but this beautiful eulogy of love stood out among them as the “song of songs” (1:1). The great literary value of this song can be seen in its rich use of metaphor and oriental imagery as it extols the purity, beauty, and satisfaction of love. It is never crass, but often intimate, as it explores the dimensions of the relationship between two lovers: attraction, desire, companionship, pleasure, union, separation, faithfulness, and praise. Like Ecclesiastes, this little book is not easily outlined, and various schemes can be used. It abounds with sudden changes of speakers. The beginning of love is seen in 1:1–5:1, and the broadening of love is found in 5:2–8:14.

The Beginning of Love (1:1–5:1): King Solomon has a vineyard in the country of the Shulamite (6:13; 8:11). The Shulamite must work in the vineyard with her brothers (1:6; 8:11, 12); and when Solomon visits the area, he wins her heart and eventually takes her to the palace in Jerusalem as his bride. She is tanned from hours of work outside in the vineyard, but she is “fairest among women” (1:6, 8).

This song is arranged like scenes in a one-act drama with three main speakers—the bride (the Shulamite), the king (Solomon), and a chorus (the daughters of Jerusalem). It is not always clear who is speaking, but this is a likely arrangement:

The bride: 1:2–4, 5–7, 12–14, 16, 17; 2:1, 3–14, 16, 17; 3:1–11; 4:16; 5:2–8, 10–16; 6:2, 3, 11–13; 7:9–13; 8:1–4, 6, 7, 10–12, 14

The groom: 1:8–10, 15; 2:2; 4:1–15; 5:1; 6:4–10, 13; 7:1–9; 8:13

The chorus or relatives: 1:4, 11; 2:15; 5:9; 6:1; 8:5, 8, 9

Chapters 1–3 give a series of recollections of the courtship: (1) the bride’s longing for affection at the palace before the wedding (1:2–8), (2) expressions of mutual love in the banquet hall (1:9–2:7), (3) a springtime visit of the king to the bride’s home in the country (2:8–17), (4) the Shulamite’s dream of separation from her beloved (3:1–5), and (5) the ornate wedding procession from the bride’s home to Jerusalem (3:6–11).

In 4:1–5:1, Solomon praises his bride from head to foot with a superb chain of similes and metaphors. Her virginity is compared to “a garden enclosed” (4:12), and the garden is entered when the marriage is consummated (4:16–5:1). The union is commended, possibly by God, in 5:1.

The Broadening of Love (5:2–8:14): Some time after the wedding, the Shulamite has a troubled dream (5:2) in the palace while Solomon is away. In her dream Solomon comes to her door, but she answers too late—he is gone. She panics and searches for him late at night in Jerusalem. Upon his return, Solomon assures her of his love and praises her beauty (6:4–7:10). The Shulamite begins to think of her country home and tries to persuade her beloved to return there with her (7:11–8:4). The journey takes place in 8:5–7 and their relationship continues to deepen. Their love will not be overthrown by jealousy or circumstances. At her homecoming (8:8–14) the Shulamite reflects on her brothers’ care for her when she was young (8:8, 9). She remains virtuous (“I am a wall, ” 8:10) and is now in a position to look out for her brothers’ welfare (8:11, 12). The song concludes with a dual invitation of lover and beloved (8:13, 14).
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OUTLINE OF SONG OF SOLOMON

I. The Beginning of Love … 1:1–5:1

A. Falling in Love … 1:1–3:5

1. Bride’s Longing for Affection … 1:1–8

2. Expressions of Mutual Love … 1:9–2:7

3. Visit of the King to the Bride’s Home … 2:8–17

4. Bride’s Dream of Separation … 3:1–5

B. United in Love … 3:6–5:1

1. Wedding Procession … 3:6–11

2. Bride’s Beauty Is Praised … 4:1–15

3. The Marriage Is Consummated … 4:16–5:1

II. Broadening of Love … 5:2–8:14

A. Struggling in Love … 5:2–7:10

1. Bride’s Second Dream of Separation … 5:2–7

2. Bridegroom’s Handsomeness Is Praised … 5:8–6:3

3. Bride’s Beauty Is Praised … 6:4–7:10

B. Growing in Love … 7:11–8:14

1. Bride’s Desire to Visit Her Home … 7:11–8:4

2. Journey and Homecoming … 8:5–14




CHAPTER 1

Bride’s Longing for Affection

1The song of songs, which is Solomon’s

THE SHULAMITE*

2Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth—

For your* love is better than wine.

3Because of the fragrance of your good ointments, 

Your name is ointment poured forth;

Therefore the virgins love you.

4RDraw me away!

THE DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM

RWe will run after you.*

THE SHULAMITE

The king Rhas brought me into his chambers.

THE DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM

We will be glad and rejoice in you.*

We will remember your* love more than wine.

THE SHULAMITE

Rightly do they love you.*

5I am dark, but lovely, 

O daughters of Jerusalem, 

Like the tents of Kedar, 

Like the curtains of Solomon.

6Do not look upon me, because I am dark, 

Because the sun has Ttanned me.

My mother’s sons were angry with me;

They made me the keeper of the vineyards, 

But my own vineyard I have not kept.

(TO HER BELOVED)

7Tell me, O you whom I love, 

Where you feed your flock, 

Where you make it rest at noon.

For why should I be as one who veils herself*

By the flocks of your companions?

THE BELOVED

8If you do not know, RO fairest among women, 

TFollow in the footsteps of the flock, 

And feed your little goats

Beside the shepherds’ tents.

Expressions of Mutual Love

9I have compared you, my love, 

To my filly among Pharaoh’s chariots.

10Your cheeks are lovely with ornaments, 

Your neck with chains of gold.

THE DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM

11We will make you* ornaments of gold

With studs of silver.

THE SHULAMITE

12While the king is at his table, 

My spikenard sends forth its fragrance.

13A bundle of myrrh is my beloved to me, 

That lies all night between my breasts.

14My beloved is to me a cluster of henna blooms

In the vineyards of En Gedi.

THE BELOVED

15RBehold, you are fair, my love!

Behold, you are fair!

You have dove’s eyes.

THE SHULAMITE

16Behold, you are Rhandsome, my beloved!

Yes, pleasant!

Also our Tbed is green.

17The beams of our houses are cedar, 

And our rafters of fir.




CHAPTER 2

1I AM the rose of Sharon, And the lily of the valleys.

THE BELOVED

2Like a lily among thorns, 

So is my love among the daughters.

THE SHULAMITE

3Like an apple tree among the trees of the woods, 

So is my beloved among the sons.

I sat down in his shade with great delight, 

And his fruit was sweet to my taste.

THE SHULAMITE TO THE DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM

4He brought me to the Tbanqueting house, 

And his banner over me was love.

5Sustain me with cakes of raisins, 

Refresh me with apples, 

For I am lovesick.

6His left hand is under my head, 

And his right hand embraces me.

7RI Tcharge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, 

By the gazelles or by the does of the field, 

Do not stir up nor awaken love

Until it pleases.

Visit of the King to the Bride’s Home

THE SHULAMITE

8The voice of my beloved!

Behold, he comes

Leaping upon the mountains, 

Skipping upon the hills.

9RMy beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag.

Behold, he stands behind our wall;

He is looking through the windows, 

Gazing through the lattice.

10My beloved spoke, and said to me:

“Rise up, my love, my fair one, 

And come away.

11For lo, the winter is past, 

The rain is over and gone.

12The flowers appear on the earth;

The time of singing has come, 

And the voice of the turtledove

Is heard in our land.

13The fig tree puts forth her green figs, 

And the vines with the tender grapes

Give a good smell.

Rise up, my love, my fair one, 

And come away!

14“O my Rdove, in the clefts of the rock, 

In the secret places of the cliff, 

Let me see your face, 

RLet me hear your voice;

For your voice is sweet, 

And your face is lovely.”

HER BROTHERS

15Catch us Rthe foxes, 

The little foxes that spoil the vines, 

For our vines have tender grapes.

THE SHULAMITE

16My beloved is mine, and I am his.

He feeds his flock among the lilies.

(TO HER BELOVED)

17RUntil the day breaks

And the shadows flee away, 

Turn, my beloved, 

And be Rlike a gazelle

Or a young stag

Upon the mountains of Bether.*




CHAPTER 3

Bride’s Dream of Separation

THE SHULAMITE

1By Rnight on my bed I sought the one Ilove;

I sought him, but I did not find him.

2“I will rise now, ” I said, 

“And go about the city;

In the streets and in the squares

I will seek the one I love.”

I sought him, but I did not find him.

3RThe watchmen who go about the city found me;

I said, 

“Have you seen the one I love?”

4Scarcely had I passed by them, 

When I found the one I love.

I held him and would not let him go, 

Until I had brought him to the Rhouse of my mother, 

And into the Tchamber of her who conceived me.

5RI Tcharge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, 

By the gazelles or by the does of the field, 

Do not stir up nor awaken love

Until it pleases.

Wedding Procession

THE SHULAMITE

6RWho is this coming out of the wilderness

Like pillars of smoke, 

Perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, 

With all the merchant’s fragrant powders?

7Behold, it is Solomon’s couch, 

With sixty valiant men around it, 

Of the valiant of Israel.

8They all hold swords, 

Being expert in war.

Every man has his sword on his thigh

Because of fear in the night.

9Of the wood of Lebanon

Solomon the King

Made himself a palanquin:*

10He made its pillars of silver, 

Its support of gold, 

Its seat of purple, 

Its interior paved with love

By the daughters of Jerusalem.

11Go forth, O daughters of Zion, 

And see King Solomon with the crown

With which his mother crowned him

On the day of his wedding, 

The day of the gladness of his heart.




CHAPTER 4

Bride’s Beauty Is Praised

THE BELOVED

1Behold, Ryou are fair, my love! Behold, you are fair!

You have dove’s eyes behind your veil.

Your hair is like a flock of goats, 

Going down from Mount Gilead.

2RYour teeth are like a flock of shorn sheep

Which have come up from the washing, 

Every one of which bears twins, 

And none is barren among them.

3Your lips are like a strand of scarlet, 

And your mouth is lovely.

RYour temples behind your veil

Are like a piece of pomegranate.

4RYour neck is like the tower of David, 

Built Rfor an armory, 

On which hang a thousand Tbucklers, 

All shields of mighty men.

5RYour two breasts are like two fawns, 

Twins of a gazelle, 

Which feed among the lilies.

6RUntil the day breaks

And the shadows flee away, 

I will go my way to the mountain of myrrh

And to the hill of frankincense.

7RYou are all fair, my love, 

And there is no spot in you.

8Come with me from Lebanon, my spouse, 

With me from Lebanon.

Look from the top of Amana, 

From the top of Senir Rand Hermon, 

From the lions’ dens, 

From the mountains of the leopards.

9You have ravished my heart, 

My sister, my spouse;

You have ravished my heart

With one look of your eyes, 

With one link of your necklace.

10How fair is your love, 

My sister, my spouse!

RHow much better than wine is your love, 

And the Tscent of your perfumes

Than all spices!

11Your lips, O my spouse, 

Drip as the honeycomb;

Honey and milk are under your tongue;

And the fragrance of your garments

Is like the fragrance of Lebanon.

12A garden Tenclosed

Is my sister, my spouse, 

A spring shut up, 

A fountain sealed.

13Your plants are an orchard of pomegranates

With pleasant fruits, 

Fragrant henna with spikenard, 

14Spikenard and saffron, 

Calamus and cinnamon, 

With all trees of frankincense, 

Myrrh and aloes, 

With all the chief spices—

15A fountain of gardens, 

A well of Rliving waters, 

And streams from Lebanon.

The Marriage Is Consummated

THE SHULAMITE

16Awake, O north wind, 

And come, O south!

Blow upon my garden, 

That its spices may flow out.

Let my beloved come to his garden

And eat its pleasant Rfruits.




CHAPTER 5

THE BELOVED

1I Rhave come to my garden, my Rsister, myspouse;

I have gathered my myrrh with my spice;

RI have eaten my honeycomb with my honey;

I have drunk my wine with my milk.

(TO HIS FRIENDS)

Eat, O Rfriends!

Drink, yes, drink deeply, 

O beloved ones!

Bride’s Second Dream of Separation

THE SHULAMITE

2I sleep, but my heart is awake;

It is the voice of my beloved!

RHe knocks, saying, 

“Open for me, my sister, my love, 

My dove, my perfect one;

For my head is covered with dew, 

My locks with the drops of the night.”

3I have taken off my robe;

How can I put it on again?

I have washed my feet;

How can I Tdefile them?

4My beloved put his hand

By the Tlatch of the door, 

And my heart yearned for him.

5I arose to open for my beloved, 

And my hands dripped with myrrh, 

My fingers with liquid myrrh, 

On the handles of the lock.

6I opened for my beloved, 

But my beloved had turned away and was gone.

My heart leaped up when he spoke.

I sought him, but I could not find him;

I called him, but he gave me no answer.

7RThe watchmen who went about the city found me.

They struck me, they wounded me;

The keepers of the walls

Took my veil away from me.

Bridegroom’s Handsomeness Is Praised

8I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, 

If you find my beloved, 

That you tell him I am lovesick!

THE DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM

9What is your beloved

More than another beloved, 

RO fairest among women?

What is your beloved

More than another beloved, 

That you so Tcharge us?

THE SHULAMITE

10My beloved is white and ruddy, 

Chief among ten thousand.

11His head is like the finest gold;

His locks are wavy, 

And black as a raven.

12RHis eyes are like doves

By the rivers of waters, 

Washed with milk, 

And Tfitly set.

13His cheeks are like a bed of spices, 

Banks of scented herbs.

His lips are lilies, 

Dripping liquid myrrh.

14His hands are rods of gold

Set with beryl.

His body is carved ivory

Inlaid with sapphires.

15His legs are pillars of marble

Set on bases of fine gold.

His countenance is like Lebanon, 

Excellent as the cedars.

16His mouth is most sweet, 

Yes, he is altogether lovely.

This is my beloved, 

And this is my friend, 

O daughters of Jerusalem!




CHAPTER 6

THE DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM

1Where has your beloved gone, RO fairest among women?

Where has your beloved turned aside, 

That we may seek him with you?

THE SHULAMITE

2My beloved has gone to his Rgarden, 

To the beds of spices, 

To feed his flock in the gardens, 

And to gather lilies.

3RI am my beloved’s, 

And my beloved is mine.

He feeds his flock among the lilies.

Bride’s Beauty Is Praised

THE BELOVED

4O my love, you are as beautiful as Tirzah, 

Lovely as Jerusalem, 

Awesome as an army with banners!

5Turn your eyes away from me, 

For they have overcome me.

Your hair is Rlike a flock of goats

Going down from Gilead.

6RYour teeth are like a flock of sheep

Which have come up from the washing;

Every one bears twins, 

And none is barren among them.

7RLike a piece of pomegranate

Are your temples behind your veil.

8There are sixty queens

And eighty concubines, 

And Rvirgins without number.

9My dove, my Rperfect one, 

Is the only one, 

The only one of her mother, 

The favorite of the one who bore her.

The daughters saw her

And called her blessed, 

The queens and the concubines, 

And they praised her.

10Who is she who looks forth as the morning, 

Fair as the moon, 

Clear as the sun, 

Awesome as an army with banners?

THE SHULAMITE

11I went down to the garden of nuts

To see the verdure of the valley, 

To see whether the vine had budded

And the pomegranates had bloomed.

12Before I was even aware, 

My soul had made me

As the chariots of my noble people.*

THE BELOVED AND HIS FRIENDS

13Return, return, O Shulamite;

Return, return, that we may look upon you!

THE SHULAMITE

What would you see in the Shulamite—

As it were, the dance of the two camps?*




CHAPTER 7

THE BELOVED

1How beautiful are your feet in sandals, RO prince’s daughter!

The curves of your thighs are like jewels, 

The work of the hands of a skillful workman.

2Your navel is a rounded goblet;

It lacks no blended beverage.

Your waist is a heap of wheat

Set about with lilies.

3RYour two breasts are like two fawns, 

Twins of a gazelle.

4RYour neck is like an ivory tower, 

Your eyes like the pools in Heshbon

By the gate of Bath Rabbim.

Your nose is like the tower of Lebanon

Which looks toward Damascus.

5Your head crowns you like Mount Carmel, 

And the hair of your head is like purple;

A king is held captive by your tresses.

6How fair and how pleasant you are, 

O love, with your delights!

7This stature of yours is like a palm tree, 

And your breasts like its clusters.

8I said, “I will go up to the palm tree, 

I will take hold of its branches.”

Let now your breasts be like clusters of the vine, 

The fragrance of your Tbreath like apples, 

9And the roof of your mouth like the best wine.

THE SHULAMITE

The wine goes down smoothly for my beloved, 

Moving gently the lips of sleepers.*

10RI am my beloved’s, 

And Rhis desire is toward me.

Bride’s Desire to Visit Her Home

11Come, my beloved, 

Let us go forth to the field;

Let us lodge in the villages.

12Let us get up early to the vineyards;

Let us Rsee if the vine has budded, 

Whether the grape blossoms are open, 

And the pomegranates are in bloom.

There I will give you my love.

13The Rmandrakes give off a fragrance, 

And at our gates Rare pleasant fruits, 

All manner, new and old, 

Which I have laid up for you, my beloved.




CHAPTER 8

1Oh, that you were like my brother, Who nursed at my mother’s breasts!

If I should find you outside, 

I would kiss you;

I would not be despised.

2I would lead you and bring you

Into the Rhouse of my mother, 

She who used to instruct me.

I would cause you to drink of Rspiced wine, 

Of the juice of my pomegranate.

(TO THE DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM)

3His left hand is under my head, 

And his right hand embraces me.

4RI charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, 

Do not stir up nor awaken love

Until it pleases.

Journey and Homecoming

A RELATIVE

5RWho is this coming up from the wilderness, 

Leaning upon her beloved?

I awakened you under the apple tree.

There your mother brought you forth;

There she who bore you brought you forth.

THE SHULAMITE TO HER BELOVED

6RSet me as a seal upon your heart, 

As a seal upon your arm;

For love is as strong as death, 

RJealousy as cruel as the grave;*

Its flames are flames of fire, 

A most vehement flame*.

7Many waters cannot quench love, 

Nor can the floods drown it.

RIf a man would give for love

All the wealth of his house, 

It would be utterly despised.

THE SHULAMITE’S BROTHERS

8RWe have a little sister, 

And she has no breasts.

What shall we do for our sister

In the day when she is spoken for?

9If she is a wall, 

We will build upon her

A battlement of silver;

And if she is a door, 

We will enclose her

With boards of cedar.

THE SHULAMITE

10I am a wall, 

And my breasts like towers;

Then I became in his eyes

As one who found peace.

11Solomon had a vineyard at Baal Hamon;

RHe leased the vineyard to keepers;

Everyone was to bring for its fruit

A thousand silver coins.

(TO SOLOMON)

12My own vineyard is before me.

You, O Solomon, may have a thousand, 

And those who tend its fruit two hundred.

THE BELOVED

13You who dwell in the gardens, 

The companions listen for your voice—

RLet me hear it!

THE SHULAMITE

14RMake haste, my beloved, 

And Rbe like a gazelle

Or a young stag

On the mountains of spices.




The Book of Isaiah
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THE BOOK OF ISAIAH

Isaiah is like a miniature Bible. The first thirty-nine chapters (like the thirty-nine books of the Old Testament) are filled with judgment upon immoral and idolatrous men. Judah has sinned; the surrounding nations have sinned; the whole earth has sinned. Judgment must come, for God cannot allow such blatant sin to go unpunished forever. But the final twenty-seven chapters (like the twenty-seven books of the New Testament) declare a message of hope. The Messiah is coming as a Savior and a Sovereign to bear a cross and to wear a crown.

Isaiah’s prophetic ministry, spanning the reigns of four kings of Judah, covers at least forty years.

Yesha’yahu and its shortened form yeshaiah mean “Yahweh Is Salvation.” This name is an excellent summary of the contents of the book. The Greek form in the Septuagint is Hesaias, and the Latin form is Esaias or Isaias.
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THE AUTHOR OF ISAIAH

Isaiah, the “St. Paul of the Old Testament, ” was evidently from a distinguished Jewish family. His education is evident in his impressive vocabulary and style. His work is comprehensive in scope and beautifully communicated. Isaiah maintained close contact with the royal court, but his exhortations against alliances with foreign powers were not always well received. This great poet and prophet was uncompromising, sincere, and compassionate. His wife was a prophetess, and he fathered at least two sons (7:3; 8:3). He spent most of his time in Jerusalem, and talmudic tradition says his persecutors sawed him in two during the reign of Manasseh (cf. Heb. 11:37).

The unity of this book has been challenged by critics who hold that a “Deutero-Isaiah” wrote chapters 40–66 after the Babylonian captivity. They argue that 1–39 have an Assyrian background, while 40–66 are set against a Babylonian background. But Babylon is mentioned more than twice as often in 1–39 as in 40–66. The only shift is one of perspective from present time to future time. Critics also argue that there are radical differences in the language, style, and theology of the two sections. Actually, the resemblances between 1–39 and 40–66 are greater than the differences. These include similarities in thoughts, images, rhetorical ornaments, characteristic expressions, and local coloring. It is true that the first section is more terse and rational, while the second section is more flowing and emotional, but much of this is caused by the different subject matter, condemnation versus consolation. Critics often forget that content, time, and circumstances typically affect any author’s style. In addition, there is no theological contradiction between the emphasis on the Messiah as King in 1–39 and as Suffering Servant in 40–66. While the thrust is different, the Messiah is seen in both sections as Servant and King. Another critical argument is that Isaiah could not have predicted the Babylonian captivity and the return under Cyrus (mentioned by name in 44 and 45) 150 years in advance. This view is based on the mere assumption that divine prophecy is impossible, rejecting the predictive claims of the book (see 42:9). The theory cannot explain the amazing messianic prophecies of Isaiah that were literally fulfilled in the life of Christ (see

“The Christ of Isaiah”).

The unity of Isaiah is supported by the book of Ecclesiasticus, the Septuagint, and the Talmud. The New Testament also claims that Isaiah wrote both sections. John 12:37–41 quotes from Isaiah 6:9, 10 and 53:1 and attributes it all to Isaiah. In Romans 9:27 and 10:16–21, Paul quotes from Isaiah 10, 53, and 65 and gives the credit to Isaiah. The same is true of Matthew 3:3 and 12:17–21, Luke 3:4–6, and Acts 8:28.

If 40–66 was written by another prophet after the events took place, it is a misleading and deceptive work. Furthermore, it would lead to the strange conclusion that Israel’s greatest prophet is the only writing prophet of the Old Testament to go unnamed.
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THE TIME OF ISAIAH

Isaiah’s long ministry ranged from about 740 to 680 B.C. (1:1). He began his ministry near the end of Uzziah’s reign (790–739 B.C.) and continued through the reigns of Jotham (739–731 B.C.), Ahaz (731–715 B.C.), and Hezekiah (715–686 B.C.). Assyria was growing in power under Tiglath-Pileser who turned toward the west after his conquests in the east. He plucked up the small nations that dotted the Mediterranean coast including Israel and much of Judah. Isaiah lived during this time of military threat to Judah, and warned its kings against trusting in alliances with other countries rather than the power of Yahweh. As a contemporary of Hosea and Micah, he prophesied during the last years of the northern kingdom but ministered to the southern kingdom of Judah who was following the sins of her sister Israel. After Israel’s demise in 722 B.C., he warned Judah of judgment not by Assyria but by Babylon, even though Babylon had not yet risen to power.

Isaiah ministered from the time of Tiglath-Pileser (745–727 B.C.) to the time of Sennacherib (705–681 B.C.) of Assyria. He outdated Hezekiah by a few years because 37:38 records the death of Sennacherib in 681 B.C. Hezekiah was succeeded by his wicked son Manasseh who overthrew the worship of Yahweh and no doubt opposed the work of Isaiah.
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THE CHRIST OF ISAIAH

When he speaks about Christ, Isaiah sounds more like a New Testament writer than an Old Testament prophet. His messianic prophecies are clearer and more explicit than those in any other Old Testament book. They describe many aspects of the Person and work of Christ in His first and second advents, and often blend the two together. Here are a few of the Christological prophecies with their New Testament fulfillments: 7:14 (Matt. 1:22, 23); 9:1, 2 (Matt. 4:12–16); 9:6 (Luke 2:11; Eph. 2:14–18); 11:1 (Luke 3:23, 32; Acts 13:22, 23); 11:2 (Luke 3:22); 28:16 (1 Pet. 2:4–6); 40:3–5 (Matt. 3:1–3); 42:1–4 (Matt. 12:15–21); 42:6 (Luke 2:29–32); 50:6 (Matt. 26:67; 27:26, 30); 52:14 (Phil. 2:7–11); 53:3 (Luke 23:18; John 1:11; 7:5); 53:4, 5 (Rom. 5:6, 8); 53:7 (Matt. 27:12–14; John 1:29; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19); 53:9 (Matt. 27:57–60); 53:12 (Mark 15:28); 61:1, 2 (Luke 4:17–19, 21). The Old Testament has over three hundred prophecies about the first advent of Christ, and Isaiah contributes a number of them. The odds that even ten of them could be fulfilled by one person is a statistical marvel. Isaiah’s messianic prophecies that await fulfillment in the Lord’s second advent include: 4:2; 11:2–6, 10; 32:1–8; 49:7; 52:13, 15; 59:20, 21; 60:1–3; 61:2, 3.

Isaiah 52:13–53:12 is the central passage of the consolation section (40–66). Its five stanzas present five different aspects of the saving work of Christ: (1) 52:13–15—His wholehearted sacrifice (burnt offering); (2) 53:1–3—His perfect character (meal offering); (3) 53:4–6—He brought atonement that issues in peace with God (peace offering); (4) 53:7–9—He paid for the transgression of the people (sin offering); (5) 53:10–12—He died for the effects of sin (trespass offering).
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KEYS TO ISAIAH

Key Word: Salvation Is of the Lord— The basic theme of this book is found in Isaiah’s name: “Salvation Is of the Lord.” The word “salvation” appears twenty-six times in Isaiah but only seven times in all the other prophets combined. Chapters 1–39 portray man’s great need for salvation, and chapters 40–66 reveal God’s great provision of salvation. Salvation is of God, not man; and He is seen as the supreme Ruler, the sovereign Lord of history, and the only Savior. Isaiah solemnly warns Judah of approaching judgment because of moral depravity, political corruption, social injustice, and especially spiritual idolatry. Because the nation does not turn away from its sinful practice, Isaiah announces the ultimate overthrow of Judah. Nevertheless, God will remain faithful to His covenant by preserving a godly remnant and promises salvation and deliverance through the coming Messiah. The Savior will come out of Judah and accomplish the dual work of redemption and restoration. The Gentiles will come to His light and universal blessing will finally take place.

Key Verses: Isaiah 9:6, 7 and 53:6—“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this” (9:6, 7).

“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (53:6).

Key Chapter: Isaiah 53—Along with Psalm 22, Isaiah 53 lists the most remarkable and specific prophecies of the atonement of the Messiah. Fulfilling each clear prophecy, the Jewish nation later proved the messiahship of Jesus.
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SURVEY OF ISAIAH

Isaiah, the “Shakespeare of the prophets” has often been called the “evangelical prophet” because of his incredibly clear and detailed messianic prophecies. The “gospel according to Isaiah” has three major sections: prophecies of condemnation (1–35), historical parenthesis (36–39), and prophecies of comfort (40–66).

Prophecies of Condemnation (1–35): Isaiah’s first message of condemnation is aimed at his own countrymen in Judah (1–12). Chapter 1 is a capsulized message of the entire book. Judah is riddled with moral and spiritual disease; the people are neglecting God as they bow to ritualism and selfishness. But Yahweh graciously invites them to repent and return to Him because this is their only hope of avoiding judgment. Isaiah’s call to proclaim God’s message is found in chapter 6, and this is followed by the book of Immanuel (7–12). These chapters repeatedly refer to the Messiah (see 7:14; 8:14; 9:2, 6, 7; 11:1, 2) and anticipate the blessing of His future reign.

The prophet moves from local to regional judgment as he proclaims a series of oracles against the surrounding nations (13–23). The eleven nations are Babylon, Assyria, Philistia, Moab, Damascus (Syria), Ethiopia, Egypt, Babylon (again), Edom, Arabia, Jerusalem (Judah), and Tyre. Isaiah’s little apocalypse (24–27) depicts universal tribulation followed by the blessings of the kingdom. Chapters 28–33 pronounce six woes on Israel and Judah for specific sins. Isaiah’s prophetic condemnation closes with a general picture of international devastation that will precede universal blessing (34 and 35).

Historical Parenthesis (36–39): This historical parenthesis looks back to the Assyrian invasion of Judah in 701 B.C. and anticipates the coming Babylonian invasion of Judah. Judah escapes captivity by Assyria (36 and 37; 2 Kin. 18 and 19), but they will not escape from the hands of Babylon (38 and 39; 2 Kin. 20). God answers King Hezekiah’s prayers and delivers Judah from Assyrian destruction by Sennacherib. Hezekiah also turns to the Lord in his illness and is granted a fifteen-year extension of his life. But he foolishly shows all his treasures to the Babylonian messengers, and Isaiah tells him that the Babylonians will one day carry his treasure and descendants to their land.

Prophecies of Comfort (40–66): Having pronounced Judah’s divine condemnation, Isaiah comforts them with God’s promises of hope and restoration. The basis for this hope is the sovereignty and majesty of God (40–48). Of the 216 verses in these nine chapters, 115 speak of God’s greatness and power. The Creator is contrasted with idols, the creations of men. His sovereign character is Judah’s assurance of future restoration. Babylon will indeed carry them off; but Babylon will finally be judged and destroyed, and God’s people will be released from captivity.

Chapters 49–57 concentrate on the coming Messiah who will be their Savior and Suffering Servant. This rejected but exalted One will pay for their iniquities and usher in a kingdom of peace and righteousness throughout the earth. All who acknowledge their sins and trust in Him will be delivered (58–66). In that day Jerusalem will be rebuilt, Israel’s borders will be enlarged, and the Messiah will reign in Zion. God’s people will confess their sins and His enemies will be judged. Peace, prosperity, and justice will prevail; and God will make all things new.
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OUTLINE OF ISAIAH

Part One: Prophecies of Condemnation (1:1–35:10)

I. Prophecies Against Judah … 1:1–12:6

A. The Judgment of Judah … 1:1–31

B. The Day of the Lord … 2:1–4:6

C. The Parable of the Vineyard … 5:1–30

D. The Commission of Isaiah … 6:1–13

E. The Destruction of Israel by Assyria … 7:1–10:4

1. Sign of Immanuel … 7:1–25

2. Sign of Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz … 8:1–22

3. Prophecy of the Messiah’s Birth … 9:1–7

4. Judgment on Ephraim … 9:8–10:4

F. The Destruction of Assyria by God … 10:5–12:6

1. Destruction of Assyria … 10:5–19

2. Remnant of Israel … 10:20–34

3. Restoration of the Messiah’s Kingdom … 11:1–16

4. Thanksgiving in the Messiah’s Kingdom … 12:1–6

II. The Prophecies Against Other Nations … 13:1–23:18

A. Prophecies Against Babylon … 13:1–14:23

B. Prophecies Against Assyria … 14:24–27

C. Prophecies Against Philistia … 14:28–32

D. Prophecies Against Moab … 15:1–16:14

E. Prophecies Against Damascus and Samaria … 17:1–14

F. Prophecies Against Ethiopia … 18:1–7

G. Prophecies Against Egypt … 19:1–20:6

H. Prophecies Against Babylon … 21:1–10

I. Prophecies Against Dumah (Edom)21:11, 12

J. Prophecies Against Arabia … 21:13–17

K. Prophecies Against Jerusalem … 22:1–25

L. Prophecies Against Tyre … 23:1–18

III. The Prophecies of the Day of the Lord … 24:1–27:13

A. Judgments of the Tribulation … 24:1–23

B. Triumphs of the Kingdom … 25:1–27:13

1. Israel’s Praise for Kingdom Blessings … 25:1–12

2. Israel’s Kingdom Song … 26:1–21
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CHAPTER 1

The Judgment of Judah

1The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

2RHear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth!

For the LORD has spoken:

“I have nourished and brought up children, 

And they have rebelled against Me;

3RThe ox knows its owner

And the donkey its master’s crib;

But Israel Rdoes not know, 

My people do not Tconsider.”

4Alas, sinful nation, 

A people laden with iniquity, 

RA brood of evildoers, 

Children who are corrupters!

They have forsaken the LORD, 

They have provoked to anger

The Holy One of Israel, 

They have turned away backward.

5RWhy should you be stricken again?

You will revolt more and more.

The whole head is sick, 

And the whole heart faints.

6From the sole of the foot even to the head, 

There is no soundness in it, 

But wounds and bruises and putrefying sores;

They have not been closed or bound up, 

Or soothed with ointment.

7RYour country is desolate, 

Your cities are burned with fire;

Strangers devour your land in your presence;

And it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers.

8So the daughter of Zion is left Ras a Tbooth in a vineyard, 

As a hut in a garden of cucumbers, 

RAs a besieged city.

9RUnless the LORD of hosts

Had left to us a very small remnant, 

We would have become like RSodom, 

We would have been made like Gomorrah.

10Hear the word of the LORD, 

You rulers Rof Sodom;

Give ear to the law of our God, 

You people of Gomorrah:

11“To what purpose is the multitude of your Rsacrifices to Me?”

Says the LORD.

“I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams

And the fat of fed cattle.

I do not delight in the blood of bulls, 

Or of lambs or goats.

12“When you come Rto appear before Me, 

Who has required this from your hand, 

To trample My courts?

13Bring no more Rfutile sacrifices;

Incense is an abomination to Me.

The New Moons, the Sabbaths, and Rthe calling of assemblies—

I cannot endure iniquity and the sacred meeting.

14Your RNew Moons and your Rappointed feasts

My soul hates;

They are a trouble to Me, 

I am weary of bearing them.

15RWhen you Tspread out your hands, 

I will hide My eyes from you;

REven though you make many prayers, 

I will not hear.

Your hands are full of blood.

16“WashR yourselves, make yourselves clean;

Put away the evil of your doings from before My eyes.

RCease to do evil, 

17Learn to do good;

Seek justice, 

Rebuke the oppressor;*

TDefend the fatherless, 

Plead for the widow.

18“Come now, and let us Rreason together, ”

Says the LORD, 

“Though your sins are like scarlet, 

RThey shall be as white as snow;

Though they are red like crimson, 

They shall be as wool.

19If you are willing and obedient, 

You shall eat the good of the land;

20But if you refuse and rebel, 

You shall be devoured by the sword”;

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

21RHow the faithful city has become a Tharlot!

It was full of justice;

Righteousness lodged in it, 

But now Rmurderers.

22RYour silver has become dross, 

Your wine mixed with water.

23RYour princes are rebellious, 

And Rcompanions of thieves;

REveryone loves bribes, 

And follows after rewards.

They Rdo not defend the fatherless, 

Nor does the cause of the widow come before them.

24Therefore the Lord says, 

The LORD of hosts, the Mighty One of Israel, 

“Ah, I will rid Myself of My adversaries, 

And take vengeance on My enemies.

25I will turn My hand against you, 

And RthoroughlyT purge away your dross, 

And take away all your alloy.

26I will restore your judges Ras at the first, 

And your counselors as at the beginning.

Afterward you shall be called the city of righteousness, the faithful city.”

27Zion shall be redeemed with justice, 

And her penitents with righteousness.

28The Rdestruction of transgressors and of sinners shall be together, 

And those who forsake the LORD shall be consumed.

29For they* shall be ashamed of the Tterebinth trees

Which you have desired;

And you shall be embarrassed because of the gardens

Which you have chosen.

30For you shall be as a terebinth whose leaf fades, 

And as a garden that has no water.

31RThe strong shall be as tinder, 

And the work of it as a spark;

Both will burn together, 

And no one shall quench them.




CHAPTER 2

The Day of the Lord

1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2Now Rit shall come to pass Rin the latter days

RThat the mountain of the LORD’s house

Shall be established on the top of the mountains, 

And shall be exalted above the hills;

And all nations shall flow to it.

3Many people shall come and say, 

R“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

To the house of the God of Jacob;

He will teach us His ways, 

And we shall walk in His paths.”

RFor out of Zion shall go forth the law, 

And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

4He shall judge between the nations, 

And rebuke many people;

They shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

And their spears into pruning Thooks;

Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

Neither shall they learn war anymore.

5O house of Jacob, come and let us Rwalk

In the light of the LORD.

6For You have forsaken Your people, the house of Jacob, 

Because they are filled Rwith eastern ways;

They are Rsoothsayers like the Philistines, 

RAnd they are pleased with the children of foreigners.

7Their land is also full of silver and gold, 

And there is no end to their treasures;

Their land is also full of horses, 

And there is no end to their chariots.

8RTheir land is also full of idols;

They worship the work of their own hands, 

That which their own fingers have made.

9People bow down, 

And each man humbles himself;

Therefore do not forgive them.

10REnter into the rock, and hide in the dust, 

From the terror of the LORD

And the glory of His majesty.

11The Tlofty looks of man shall be Rhumbled, 

The haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, 

And the LORD alone shall be exalted Rin that day.

12For the day of the LORD of hosts

Shall come upon everything proud and lofty, 

Upon everything lifted up—

And it shall be brought low—

13Upon all Rthe cedars of Lebanon that are high and lifted up, 

And upon all the oaks of Bashan;

14RUpon all the high mountains, 

And upon all the hills that are lifted up;

15Upon every high tower, 

And upon every fortified wall;

16Upon all the ships of Tarshish, 

And upon all the beautiful sloops.

17The Tloftiness of man shall be bowed down, 

And the haughtiness of men shall be brought low;

The LORD alone will be exalted in that day, 

18But the idols He shall utterly abolish.

19They shall go into the Rholes of the rocks, 

And into the caves of the Tearth, 

RFrom the terror of the LORD

And the glory of His majesty, 

When He arises Rto shake the earth mightily.

20In that day a man will cast away his idols of silver

And his idols of gold, 

Which they made, each for himself to worship, 

To the moles and bats, 

21To go into the clefts of the rocks, 

And into the crags of the rugged rocks, 

From the terror of the LORD

And the glory of His majesty, 

When He arises to shake the earth mightily.

22RSever yourselves from such a man, 

Whose breath is in his nostrils;

For of what account is he?




CHAPTER 3

1 For behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, RTakes away from Jerusalem and from Judah

RThe stock and the store, 

The whole supply of bread and the whole supply of water;

2RThe mighty man and the man of war, 

The judge and the prophet, 

And the diviner and the elder;

3The captain of fifty and the Thonorable man, 

The counselor and the skillful artisan, 

And the expert enchanter.

4“I will give childrenT to be their princes, 

And babes shall rule over them.

5The people will be oppressed, 

Every one by another and every one by his neighbor;

The child will be insolent toward the Telder, 

And the base toward the honorable.”

6When a man takes hold of his brother

In the house of his father, saying, 

“You have clothing;

You be our ruler, 

And let these ruins be under your power, ”*

7In that day he will protest, saying, 

“I cannot cure your ills, 

For in my house is neither food nor clothing;

Do not make me a ruler of the people.”

8For RJerusalem stumbled, 

And Judah is fallen, 

Because their tongue and their doings

Are against the LORD, 

To provoke the eyes of His glory.

9The look on their countenance witnesses against them, 

And they declare their sin as RSodom;

They do not hide it.

Woe to their soul!

For they have brought evil upon themselves.

10“Say to the righteous Rthat it shall be well with them, 

RFor they shall eat the fruit of their doings.

11Woe to the wicked! RIt shall be ill with him, 

For the reward of his hands shall be Tgiven him.

12As for My people, children are their oppressors, 

And women rule over them.

O My people! RThose who lead you cause you to err, 

And destroy the way of your paths.”

13The LORD stands up Rto plead, 

And stands to judge the people.

14The LORD will enter into judgment

With the elders of His people

And His princes:

“For you have Teaten up Rthe vineyard;

The plunder of the poor is in your houses.

15What do you mean by Rcrushing My people

And grinding the faces of the poor?”

Says the Lord GOD of hosts.

16Moreover the LORD says:

“Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, 

And walk with outstretched necks

And Twanton eyes, 

Walking and mincing as they go, 

Making a jingling with their feet, 

17Therefore the Lord will strike with Ra scab

The crown of the head of the daughters of Zion, 

And the LORD will Runcover their secret parts.”

18In that day the Lord will take away the finery:

The jingling anklets, the scarves, and the Rcrescents;

19The pendants, the bracelets, and the veils;

20The headdresses, the leg ornaments, and the headbands;

The perfume boxes, the charms, 

21and the rings;

The nose jewels, 

22the festal apparel, and the mantles;

The outer garments, the purses, 

23and the mirrors;

The fine linen, the turbans, and the robes.

24And so it shall be:

Instead of a sweet smell there will be a stench;

Instead of a sash, a rope;

Instead of well-set hair, Rbaldness;

Instead of a rich robe, a girding of sackcloth;

And branding instead of beauty.

25Your men shall fall by the sword, 

And your Tmighty in the war.

26RHer gates shall lament and mourn, 

And she being desolate Rshall sit on the ground.




CHAPTER 4

1And Rin that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, 

“We will Reat our own food and wear our own apparel;

Only let us be called by your name, 

To take away Rour reproach.”

2In that day Rthe Branch of the LORD shall be beautiful and glorious;

And the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and appealing

For those of Israel who have escaped.

3And it shall come to pass that he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy—everyone who is Rrecorded among the living in Jerusalem.

4When Rthe Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and purged the Tblood of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and by the spirit of burning, 

5then the LORD will create above every dwelling place of Mount Zion, and above her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day and the shining of a flaming fire by night. For over all the glory there will be a covering.

6And there will be a tabernacle for shade in the daytime from the heat, Rfor a place of refuge, and for a shelter from storm and rain.




CHAPTER 5

The Parable of the Vineyard

1 Now let me sing to my Well-beloved A song of my Beloved Rregarding His vineyard:

My Well-beloved has a vineyard

On a very fruitful hill.

2He dug it up and cleared out its stones, 

And planted it with the choicest vine.

He built a tower in its midst, 

And also Tmade a winepress in it;

RSo He expected it to bring forth good grapes, 

But it brought forth wild grapes.

3“And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, 

RJudge, please, between Me and My vineyard.





4What more could have been done to My vineyard

That I have not done in Rit?

Why then, when I expected it to bring forth good grapes, 

Did it bring forth wild grapes?

5And now, please let Me tell you what I will do to My vineyard:

RI will take away its hedge, and it shall be burned;

And break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.

6I will lay it Rwaste;

It shall not be pruned or Tdug, 

But there shall come up briers and Rthorns.

I will also command the clouds

That they rain no rain on it.”

7For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, 

And the men of Judah are His pleasant plant.

He looked for justice, but behold, oppression;

For righteousness, but behold, Ta cry for help.

8Woe to those who join Rhouse to house;

They add field to field, 

Till there is no place

Where they may dwell alone in the midst of the land!

9RIn my hearing the LORD of hosts said, 

“Truly, many houses shall be desolate, 

Great and beautiful ones, without inhabitant.

10For ten acres of vineyard shall yield one Rbath, T

And a homer of seed shall yield one Tephah.”

11RWoe to those who rise early in the morning, 

That they may Tfollow intoxicating drink;

Who continue until night, till wine inflames them!

12RThe harp and the strings, 

The tambourine and flute, 

And wine are in their feasts;

But Rthey do not regard the work of the LORD, 

Nor consider the operation of His hands.

13RTherefore my people have gone into captivity, 

Because they have no Rknowledge;

Their honorable men are famished, 

And their multitude dried up with thirst.

14Therefore Sheol has enlarged itself

And opened its mouth beyond measure;

Their glory and their multitude and their pomp, 

And he who is jubilant, shall descend into it.

15People shall be brought down, 

REach man shall be humbled, 

And the eyes of the lofty shall be humbled.

16But the LORD of hosts shall be Rexalted in judgment, 

And God who is holy shall be hallowed in righteousness.

17Then the lambs shall feed in their pasture, 

And in the waste places of Rthe fat ones strangers shall eat.

18Woe to those who Tdraw iniquity with cords of vanity, 

And sin as if with a cart rope;

19RThat say, “Let Him make speed and hasten His work, 

That we may see it;

And let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw near and come, 

That we may know it.”

20Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil;

Who put darkness for light, and light for darkness;

Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!

21Woe to those who are Rwise in their own eyes, 

And prudent in their own sight!

22Woe to men mighty at drinking wine, 

Woe to men valiant for mixing intoxicating drink, 

23Who Rjustify the wicked for a bribe, 

And take away justice from the righteous man!

24Therefore, Ras the Tfire devours the stubble, 

And the flame consumes the chaff, 

So Rtheir root will be as rottenness, 

And their blossom will ascend like dust;

Because they have rejected the law of the LORD of hosts, 

And despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.

25RTherefore the anger of the LORD is aroused against His people;

He has stretched out His hand against them

And stricken them, 

And Rthe hills trembled.

Their carcasses were as refuse in the midst of the streets.

RFor all this His anger is not turned away, 

But His hand is stretched out still.

26RHe will lift up a banner to the nations from afar, 

And will Rwhistle to them from Rthe end of the earth;

Surely Rthey shall come with speed, swiftly.

27No one will be weary or stumble among them, 

No one will slumber or sleep;

Nor Rwill the belt on their loins be loosed, 

Nor the strap of their sandals be broken;

28RWhose arrows are sharp, 

And all their bows bent;

Their horses’ hooves will seem like flint, 

And their wheels like a whirlwind.

29Their roaring will be like a lion, 

They will roar like young lions;

Yes, they will roar

And lay hold of the prey;

They will carry it away safely, 

And no one will deliver.

30In that day they will roar against them

Like the roaring of the sea.

And if one Rlooks to the land, 

Behold, darkness and Tsorrow;

And the light is darkened by the clouds.




CHAPTER 6

The Commission of Isaiah

1In the year that RKing Uzziah died, I Rsaw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple.

2Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, Rwith two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.

3And one cried to another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;

The whole earth is full of His glory!”

4And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the house was filled with smoke.

5So I said:

“Woe is me, for I am undone!

Because I am a man of Runclean lips, 

And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips;

For my eyes have seen the King, 

The LORD of hosts.”

6Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken with the tongs from Rthe altar.

7And he Rtouched my mouth with it, and said:

“Behold, this has touched your lips;

Your iniquity is taken away, 

And your sin Tpurged.”

8Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying:

“Whom shall I send, 

And who will go for RUs?”

Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”

9And He said, “Go, and tell this people:

R‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand;

Keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’

10“Make Rthe heart of this people dull, 

And their ears heavy, 

And shut their eyes;

RLest they see with their eyes, 

And hear with their ears, 

And understand with their heart, 

And return and be healed.”

11Then I said, “Lord, how long?” And He answered:

R“Until the cities are laid waste and without inhabitant, 

The houses are without a man, 

The land is utterly desolate, 

12RThe LORD has removed men far away, 

And the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land.

13But yet a tenth will be in it, 

And will return and be for consuming, 

As a terebinth tree or as an oak, 

Whose stump remains when it is cut down.

So the holy seed shall be its stump.”




CHAPTER 7

Sign of Immanuel—2 Kin. 16:5; 2 Chr. 28:5–15

1Now it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin king of Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up to Jerusalem to make war against it, but could not prevail against it.

2And it was told to the house of David, saying, “Syria’s forces are Tdeployed in Ephraim.” So his heart and the heart of his people were moved as the trees of the woods are moved with the wind.

3Then the LORD said to Isaiah, “Go out now to meet Ahaz, you and Shear-Jashub* your son, at the end of the aqueduct from the upper pool, on the highway to the Fuller’s Field, 

4“and say to him: T‘Take heed, and Tbe Rquiet; do not fear or be fainthearted for these two stubs of smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin and Syria, and the son of Remaliah.

5‘Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah have plotted evil against you, saying, 

6“Let us go up against Judah and Ttrouble it, and let us make a gap in its wall for ourselves, and set a king over them, the son of Tabel”—

7‘thus says the Lord GOD:

R“It shall not stand, 

Nor shall it come to pass.

8RFor the head of Syria is Damascus, 

And the head of Damascus is Rezin.

Within sixty-five years Ephraim will be Tbroken, 

So that it will not be a people.

9The head of Ephraim is Samaria, 

And the head of Samaria is Remaliah’s son.

RIf you will not believe, 

Surely you shall not be established.” ’ ”

10Moreover the LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying, 

11R“Ask a sign for yourself from the LORD your God; ask it either in the depth or in the height above.”

12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, nor will I test the LORD!”

13Then he said, “Hear now, O house of David! Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will you weary my God also?

14“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: RBehold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.*

15“Curds and honey He shall eat, that He may know to refuse the evil and choose the good.

16R“For before the Child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land that you dread will be forsaken by Rboth her kings.

17“The LORD will bring the king of Assyria upon you and your people and your father’s house—days that have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah.”

18And it shall come to pass in that day

That the LORD Rwill whistle for the fly

That is in the farthest part of the rivers of Egypt, 

And for the bee that is in the land of Assyria.

19They will come, and all of them will rest

In the desolate valleys and in Rthe clefts of the rocks, 

And on all thorns and in all pastures.

20In the same day the Lord will shave with a Rhired Rrazor, 

With those from beyond the River, * with the king of Assyria, 

The head and the hair of the legs, 

And will also remove the beard.

21It shall be in that day

That a man will keep alive a young cow and two sheep;

22So it shall be, from the abundance of milk they give, 

That he will eat curds;

For curds and honey everyone will eat who is left in the land.

23It shall happen in that day, 

That wherever there could be a thousand vines

Worth a thousand shekels of silver, 

RIt will be for briers and thorns.

24With arrows and bows men will come there, 

Because all the land will become briers and thorns.

25And to any hill which could be dug with the hoe, 

You will not go there for fear of briers and thorns;

But it will become a range for oxen

And a place for sheep to roam.




CHAPTER 8

Sign of Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz

1Moreover the LORD said to me, “Take a large scroll, and Rwrite on it with a man’s pen concerning Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz.*

2“And I will take for Myself faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah.”

3Then I went to the prophetess, and she conceived and bore a son. Then the LORD said to me, “Call his name Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz;

4R“for before the child shall have knowledge to cry ‘My father’ and ‘My mother, ’ Rthe riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria will be taken away before the king of Assyria.”

5The LORD also spoke to me again, saying:

6“Inasmuch as these people refused

The waters of RShiloah that flow softly, 

And rejoice Rin Rezin and in Remaliah’s son;

7Now therefore, behold, the Lord brings up over them

The waters of the River, * strong and mighty—

The king of Assyria and all his glory;

He will go up over all his channels

And go over all his banks.

8He will pass through Judah, 

He will overflow and pass over, 

RHe will reach up to the neck; 

And the stretching out of his wings

Will fill the breadth of Your land, O RImmanuel.*

9“BeR shattered, O you peoples, and be broken in pieces!

Give ear, all you from far countries.

Gird yourselves, but be broken in pieces;

Gird yourselves, but be broken in pieces.

10RTake counsel together, but it will come to nothing;

Speak the word, Rbut it will not stand, 

RFor God is with us.”*

11For the LORD spoke thus to me with Ta strong hand, and instructed me that I should not walk in the way of this people, saying:

12“Do not say, ‘A conspiracy, ’

Concerning all that this people call a conspiracy, 

Nor be afraid of their Tthreats, nor be Ttroubled.

13The LORD of hosts, Him you shall hallow;

Let Him be your fear, 

And let Him be your dread.

14RHe will be as a sanctuary, 

But Ra stone of stumbling and a rock of Toffense

To both the houses of Israel, 

As a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

15And many among them shall Rstumble;

They shall fall and be broken, 

Be snared and Ttaken.”

16Bind up the testimony, 

Seal the law among my disciples.

17And I will wait on the LORD, 

Who Rhides His face from the house of Jacob;

And I Rwill hope in Him.

18RHere am I and the children whom the LORD has given me!

We Rare for signs and wonders in Israel

From the LORD of hosts, 

Who dwells in Mount Zion.

19And when they say to you, R“Seek those who are mediums and wizards, Rwho whisper and mutter, ” should not a people seek their God? Should they seek the dead on behalf of the living?

20RTo the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.

21They will pass through it hard-pressed and hungry; and it shall happen, when they are hungry, that they will be enraged and Rcurse their king and their God, and look upward.

22Then they will look to the earth, and see trouble and darkness, gloom of anguish; and they will be driven into darkness.




CHAPTER 9

Prophecy of the Messiah’s Birth

1Nevertheless Rthe gloom will not be upon her who is distressed, 

As when at Rfirst He lightly esteemed

The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 

And Rafterward more heavily oppressed her, 

By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, 

In Galilee of the Gentiles.

2The Rpeople who walked in darkness

Have seen a great light;

Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, 

Upon them a light has shined.

3You have multiplied the nation

And increased its joy;*

They rejoice before You

According to the joy of harvest, 

As men rejoice Rwhen they divide the spoil.

4For You have broken the yoke of his burden

And the staff of his shoulder, 

The rod of his oppressor, 

As in the day of RMidian.

5For every warrior’s Tsandal from the noisy battle, 

And garments rolled in blood, 

RWill be used for burning and fuel Tof fire.

6RFor unto us a Child is born, 

Unto us a RSon is given;

And Rthe government will be upon His shoulder.

And His name will be called

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

7Of the increase of His government and peace

RThere will be no end, 

Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, 

To order it and establish it with judgment and justice

From that time forward, even forever.

The Rzeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

Judgment on Ephraim

8The Lord sent a word against RJacob, 

And it has fallen on Israel.

9All the people will know—

Ephraim and the inhabitant of Samaria—

Who say in pride and arrogance of heart:

10“The bricks have fallen down, 

But we will rebuild with hewn stones;

The sycamores are cut down, 

But we will replace them with cedars.”

11Therefore the LORD shall set up

The adversaries of Rezin against him, 

And spur his enemies on, 

12The Syrians before and the Philistines behind;

And they shall devour Israel with an open mouth.

For all this His anger is not turned away, 

But His hand is stretched out still.

13For the people do not turn to Him who strikes them, 

Nor do they seek the LORD of hosts.

14Therefore the LORD will cut off head and tail from Israel, 

Palm branch and bulrush in one day.

15The elder and honorable, he is the head;

The prophet who teaches lies, he is the tail.

16For Rthe leaders of this people cause them to err, 

And those who are led by them are destroyed.

17Therefore the Lord Rwill have no joy in their young men, 

Nor have mercy on their fatherless and widows;

For everyone is a hypocrite and an evildoer, 

And every mouth speaks folly.

RFor all this His anger is not turned away, 

But His hand is stretched out still.

18For wickedness burns as the fire;

It shall devour the briers and thorns, 

And kindle in the thickets of the forest;

They shall mount up like rising smoke.

19Through the wrath of the LORD of hosts

RThe land is burned up, 

And the people shall be as fuel for the fire;

No man shall spare his brother.

20And he shall Tsnatch on the right hand

And be hungry;

He shall devour on the left hand

RAnd not be satisfied;

REvery man shall eat the flesh of his own arm.

21Manasseh shall devour Ephraim, and Ephraim Manasseh;

Together they shall be Ragainst Judah.

RFor all this His anger is not turned away, 

But His hand is stretched out still.




CHAPTER 10

1“Woe to those who Rdecree unrighteous decrees, 

Who write misfortune, 

Which they have prescribed

2To rob the needy of justice, 

And to take what is right from the poor of My people, 

That widows may be their prey, 

And that they may rob the fatherless.

3RWhat will you do in Rthe day of punishment, 

And in the desolation which will come from Rafar?

To whom will you flee for help?

And where will you leave your glory?

4Without Me they shall bow down among the Rprisoners, 

And they shall fall among the slain.”

RFor all this His anger is not turned away, 

But His hand is stretched out still.

Destruction of Assyria

5“Woe to Assyria, Rthe rod of My anger

And the staff in whose hand is My indignation.

6I will send him against Ran ungodly nation, 

And against the people of My wrath

I will Rgive him charge, 

To seize the spoil, to take the prey, 

And to tread them down like the mire of the streets.

7RYet he does not mean so, 

Nor does his heart think so;

But it is in his heart to destroy, 

And cut off not a few nations.

8RFor he says, 

‘Are not my princes altogether kings?

9Is not RCalno like Carchemish?

Is not Hamath like Arpad?

Is not Samaria like Damascus?

10As my hand has found the kingdoms of the idols, 

Whose carved images excelled those of Jerusalem and Samaria, 

11As I have done to Samaria and her idols, 

Shall I not do also to Jerusalem and her idols?’ ”

12Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Lord has performed all His work Ron Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, that He will say, R“I will punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his haughty looks.”

13RFor he says:

“By the strength of my hand I have done it, 

And by my wisdom, for I am prudent;

Also I have removed the boundaries of the people, 

And have robbed their treasuries;

So I have put down the inhabitants like a Tvaliant man.

14RMy hand has found like a nest the riches of the people, 

And as one gathers eggs that are left, 

I have gathered all the earth;

And there was no one who moved his wing, 

Nor opened his mouth with even a peep.”

15Shall Rthe ax boast itself against him who chops with it?

Or shall the saw exalt itself against him who saws with it?

As if a rod could wield itself against those who lift it up, 

Or as if a staff could lift up, as if it were not wood!

16Therefore the Lord, the Lord* of hosts, 

Will send leanness among his fat ones;

And under his glory

He will kindle a burning

Like the burning of a fire.

17So the Light of Israel will be for a fire, 

And his Holy One for a flame;

RIt will burn and devour

His thorns and his briers in one day.

18And it will consume the glory of his forest and of Rhis fruitful field, 

Both soul and body;

And they will be as when a sick man wastes away.

19Then the rest of the trees of his forest

Will be so few in number

That a child may write them.

Remnant of Israel

20And it shall come to pass in that day

That the remnant of Israel, 

And such as have escaped of the house of Jacob, 

RWill never again depend on him who Tdefeated them, 

But will depend on the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth.

21The remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, 

To the RMighty God.

22RFor though your people, O Israel, be as the sand of the sea, 

RA remnant of them will return;

The destruction decreed shall overflow with righteousness.

23RFor the Lord GOD of hosts

Will make a determined end

In the midst of all the land.

24Therefore thus says the Lord GOD of hosts: “O My people, who dwell in Zion, Rdo not be afraid of the Assyrian. He shall strike you with a rod and lift up his staff against you, in the manner of Egypt.

25“For yet a very little while Rand the indignation will cease, as will My anger in their destruction.”

26And the LORD of hosts will Tstir up Ra scourge for him like the slaughter of RMidian at the rock of Oreb; Ras His rod was on the sea, so will He lift it up in the manner of Egypt.

27It shall come to pass in that day

That his burden will be taken away from your shoulder, 

And his yoke from your neck, 

And the yoke will be destroyed because of Rthe anointing oil.

28He has come to Aiath, 

He has passed Migron;

At Michmash he has attended to his equipment.

29They have gone along Rthe ridge, 

They have taken up lodging at Geba.

Ramah is afraid, 

RGibeah of Saul has fled.

30TLift up your voice, 

O daughter Rof Gallim!

Cause it to be heard as far as RLaish—

O poor Anathoth!*

31RMadmenah has fled, 

The inhabitants of Gebim seek refuge.

32As yet he will remain at Nob that day;

He will Rshake his fist at the mount of Rthe daughter of Zion, 

The hill of Jerusalem.

33Behold, the Lord, 

The LORD of hosts, 

Will lop off the bough with terror;

RThose of high stature will be hewn down, 

And the haughty will be humbled.

34He will cut down the thickets of the forest with iron, 

And Lebanon will fall by the Mighty One.




CHAPTER 11

Restoration of the Messiah’s Kingdom

1There Rshall come forth a Rod from the stem of RJesse, 

And Ra Branch shall Tgrow out of his roots.

2RThe Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, 

The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

The Spirit of counsel and might, 

The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.

3His delight is in the fear of the LORD, 

RAnd He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes, 

Nor decide by the hearing of His ears;

4But Rwith righteousness He shall judge the poor, 

And decide with equity for the meek of the earth;

He shall Rstrike the earth with the rod of His mouth, 

And with the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked.

5Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, 

And faithfulness the belt of His waist.

6“TheR wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, 

The leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

The calf and the young lion and the fatling together;

And a little child shall lead them.

7The cow and the bear shall graze;

Their young ones shall lie down together;

And the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

8The nursing child shall play by the cobra’s hole, 

And the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper’s den.

9RThey shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, 

For Rthe earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD

As the waters cover the sea.

10“AndR in that day Rthere shall be a RRoot of Jesse, 

Who shall stand as a Rbanner to the people;

For the Gentiles shall seek Him, 

And His resting place shall be glorious.”

11It shall come to pass in that day

That the Lord shall set His hand again the second time

To recover the remnant of His people who are left, 

RFrom Assyria and Egypt, 

From Pathros and Cush, 

From Elam and Shinar, 

From Hamath and the Tislands of the sea.

12He will set up a banner for the nations, 

And will Tassemble the outcasts of Israel, 

And gather together Rthe dispersed of Judah

From the four corners of the earth.

13Also Rthe envy of Ephraim shall depart, 

And the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off;

Ephraim shall not envy Judah, 

And Judah shall not harass Ephraim.

14But they shall fly down upon the shoulder of the Philistines toward the west;

Together they shall plunder the Tpeople of the East;

RThey shall lay their hand on Edom and Moab;

And the people of Ammon shall obey them.

15The LORD Rwill utterly destroy* the tongue of the Sea of Egypt;

With His mighty wind He will shake His fist over the River, *

And strike it in the seven streams, 

And make men cross over dry-shod.

16RThere will be a highway for the remnant of His people

Who will be left from Assyria, 

RAs it was for Israel

In the day that he came up from the land of Egypt.




CHAPTER 12

Thanksgiving in the Messiah’s Kingdom

1And Rin that day you will say:

“O LORD, I will praise You;

Though You were angry with me, 

Your anger is turned away, and You comfort me.

2Behold, God is my salvation, 

I will trust and not be afraid;

R‘For YAH, the LORD, is my strength and song;

He also has become my salvation.’ ”*

3Therefore with joy you will draw water

From the wells of salvation.

4And in that day you will say:

R“Praise the LORD, call upon His name;

RDeclare His deeds among the peoples, 

Make mention that His Rname is exalted.

5RSing to the LORD, 

For He has done excellent things;

This is known in all the earth.

6RCry out and shout, O inhabitant of Zion, 

For great is Rthe Holy One of Israel in your midst!”




CHAPTER 13

Prophecies Against Babylon

1The Rburden against Babylon which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw.

2“LiftR up a banner Ron the high mountain, 

Raise your voice to them;

RWave your hand, that they may enter the gates of the nobles.

3I have commanded My sanctified ones;

I have also called RMy mighty ones for My anger—

Those who rejoice in My exaltation.”

4The Rnoise of a multitude in the mountains, 

Like that of many people!

A tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations gathered together!

The LORD of hosts musters

The army for battle.

5They come from a far country, 

From the end of heaven—

The RLORD and His Tweapons of indignation, 

To destroy the whole Rland.

6Wail, Rfor the day of the LORD is at hand!

RIt will come as destruction from the Almighty.

7Therefore all hands will be limp, 

Every man’s heart will melt, 

8And they will be afraid.

RPangsT and sorrows will take hold of them;

They will be in pain as a woman in childbirth;

They will be amazed at one another;

Their faces will be like flames.

9Behold, Rthe day of the LORD comes, 

Cruel, with both wrath and fierce anger, 

To lay the land desolate;

And He will destroy its sinners from it.

10For the stars of heaven and their constellations

Will not give their light;

The sun will be Rdarkened in its going forth, 

And the moon will not cause its light to shine.

11“I will Rpunish the world for its evil, 

And the wicked for their iniquity;

RI will halt the arrogance of the proud, 

And will lay low the haughtiness of the Tterrible.

12I will make a mortal more rare than fine gold, 

A man more than the golden wedge of Ophir.

13Therefore I will shake the heavens, 

And the earth will move out of her place, 

In the wrath of the LORD of hosts

And in the day of His fierce anger.

14It shall be as the hunted gazelle, 

And as a sheep that no man takes up;

Every man will turn to his own people, 

And everyone will flee to his own land.

15Everyone who is found will be thrust through, 

And everyone who is captured will fall by the sword.

16Their children also will be Rdashed to pieces before their eyes;

Their houses will be plundered

And their wives Rravished.

17“Behold, R I will stir up the Medes against them, 

Who will not Tregard silver;

And as for gold, they will not delight in it.

18Also their bows will dash the young men to pieces, 

And they will have no pity on the fruit of the womb;

Their eye will not spare children.

19RAnd Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, 

The beauty of the Chaldeans’ pride, 

Will be as when God overthrew RSodom and Gomorrah.

20RIt will never be inhabited, 

Nor will it be settled from generation to generation;

Nor will the Arabian pitch tents there, 

Nor will the shepherds make their sheepfolds there.

21RBut wild beasts of the desert will lie there, 

And their houses will be full of owls;

Ostriches will dwell there, 

And wild goats will caper there.

22The hyenas will howl in their citadels, 

And jackals in their pleasant palaces.

RHer time is near to come, 

And her days will not be prolonged.”




CHAPTER 14

1For the LORD Rwill have mercy on Jacob, and Rwill still choose Israel, and settle them in their own land. The strangers will be joined with them, and they will cling to the house of Jacob.

2Then people will take them Rand bring them to their place, and the house of Israel will possess them for servants and maids in the land of the LORD; they will take them captive whose captives they were, and rule over their oppressors.

3It shall come to pass in the day the LORD gives you rest from your sorrow, and from your fear and the hard bondage in which you were made to serve, 

4that you will take up this proverb against the king of Babylon, and say:

“How the oppressor has ceased, 

The Rgolden* city ceased!

5The LORD has broken Rthe staff of the wicked, 

The scepter of the rulers;

6He who struck the people in wrath with a continual stroke, 

He who ruled the nations in anger, 

Is persecuted and no one hinders.

7The whole earth is at rest and quiet;

They break forth into singing.

8RIndeed the cypress trees rejoice over you, 

And the cedars of Lebanon, 

Saying, ‘Since you were cut down, 

No woodsman has come up against us.’

9“HellRT from beneath is excited about you, 

To meet you at your coming;

It stirs up the dead for you, 

All the chief ones of the earth;

It has raised up from their thrones

All the kings of the nations.

10They all shall Rspeak and say to you:

‘Have you also become as weak as we?

Have you become like us?

11Your pomp is brought down to Sheol, 

And the sound of your stringed instruments;

The maggot is spread under you, 

And worms cover you.’

12“How you are fallen from heaven, 

O Lucifer, * son of the morning!

How you are cut down to the ground, 

You who weakened the nations!

13For you have said in your heart:

R‘I will ascend into heaven, 

RI will exalt my throne above the stars of God;

I will also sit on the Rmount of the congregation

On the farthest sides of the north;

14I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, 

RI will be like the Most High.’

15Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, 

To the lowest depths of the Pit.

16“Those who see you will gaze at you, 

And consider you, saying:

‘Is this the man who made the earth tremble, 

Who shook kingdoms, 

17Who made the world as a wilderness

And destroyed its cities, 

Who Tdid not open the house of his prisoners?’

18“All the kings of the nations, 

All of them, sleep in glory, 

Everyone in his own house;

19But you are cast out of your grave

Like an Tabominable branch, 

Like the garment of those who are slain, 

TThrust through with a sword, 

Who go down to the stones of the pit, 

Like a corpse trodden underfoot.

20You will not be joined with them in burial, 

Because you have destroyed your land

And slain your people.

RThe brood of evildoers shall never be named.

21Prepare slaughter for his children

Because of the iniquity of their fathers, 

Lest they rise up and possess the land, 

And fill the face of the world with cities.”

22“For I will rise up against them, ” says the LORD of hosts, 

“And cut off from Babylon Rthe name and Rremnant, 

RAnd offspring and posterity, ” says the LORD.

23“I will also make it a possession for the Rporcupine, 

And marshes of muddy water;

I will sweep it with the broom of destruction, ” says the LORD of hosts.

Prophecies Against Assyria

24The LORD of hosts has sworn, saying, 

“Surely, as I have thought, so it shall come to pass, 

And as I have purposed, so it shall Rstand:

25That I will break the RAssyrian in My land, 

And on My mountains tread him underfoot.

Then Rhis yoke shall be removed from them, 

And his burden removed from their shoulders.

26This is the Rpurpose that is purposed against the whole earth, 

And this is the hand that is stretched out over all the nations.

27For the LORD of hosts has Rpurposed, 

And who will annul it?

His hand is stretched out, 

And who will turn it back?”

Prophecies Against Philistia

28This is the burden which came in the year that RKing Ahaz died.

29“Do not rejoice, all you of Philistia, 

RBecause the rod that struck you is broken;

For out of the serpent’s roots will come forth a viper, 

RAnd its offspring will be a fiery flying serpent.

30The firstborn of the poor will feed, 

And the needy will lie down in safety;

I will kill your roots with famine, 

And it will slay your remnant.

31Wail, O gate! Cry, O city!

All you of Philistia are dissolved;

For smoke will come from the north, 

And no one will be alone in his Tappointed times.”

32What will they answer the messengers of the nation?

That Rthe LORD has founded Zion, 

And Rthe poor of His people shall take refuge in it.




CHAPTER 15

Prophecies Against Moab

1The Rburden against Moab.

Because in the night RAr of RMoab is laid waste

And destroyed, 

Because in the night Kir of Moab is laid waste

And destroyed, 

2He has gone up to the temple* and Dibon, 

To the high places to weep.

Moab will wail over Nebo and over Medeba;

ROn all their heads will be baldness, 

And every beard cut off.

3In their streets they will clothe themselves with sackcloth;

On the tops of their houses

And in their streets

Everyone will wail, weeping bitterly.

4Heshbon and Elealeh will cry out, 

Their voice shall be heard as far as RJahaz;

Therefore the armed soldiers* of Moab will cry out;

His life will be burdensome to him.

5“MyR heart will cry out for Moab;

His fugitives shall flee to Zoar, 

Like a three-year-old heifer.*

For Rby the Ascent of Luhith

They will go up with weeping;

For in the way of Horonaim

They will raise up a cry of destruction, 

6For the waters Rof Nimrim will be desolate, 

For the green grass has withered away;

The grass fails, there is nothing green.

7Therefore the abundance they have gained, 

And what they have laid up, 

They will carry away to the Brook of the Willows.

8For the cry has gone all around the borders of Moab, 

Its wailing to Eglaim

And its wailing to Beer Elim.

9For the waters of Dimon* will be full of blood;

Because I will bring more upon Dimon, *

RLions upon him who escapes from Moab, 

And on the remnant of the land.”




CHAPTER 16

1 Send the lamb to the ruler of the land, From TSela to the wilderness, 

To the mount of the daughter of Zion.

2For it shall be as a Rwandering bird thrown out of the nest;

So shall be the daughters of Moab at the fords of the RArnon.

3“Take counsel, execute judgment;

Make your shadow like the night in the middle of the day;

Hide the outcasts, 

Do not betray him who escapes.

4Let My outcasts dwell with you, O Moab;

Be a shelter to them from the face of the Tspoiler.

For the extortioner is at an end, 

Devastation ceases, 

The oppressors are consumed out of the land.

5In mercy Rthe throne will be established;

And One will sit on it in truth, in the tabernacle of David, 

RJudging and seeking justice and hastening righteousness.”

6We have heard of the Rpride of Moab—

He is very proud—

Of his haughtiness and his pride and his wrath;

RBut his lies shall not be so.

7Therefore Moab shall Rwail for Moab;

Everyone shall wail.

For the foundations Rof Kir Hareseth you shall mourn;

Surely they are stricken.

8For the fields of Heshbon languish, 

And Rthe vine of Sibmah;

The lords of the nations have broken down its choice plants, 

Which have reached to Jazer

And wandered through the wilderness.

Her branches are stretched out, 

They are gone over the Rsea.

9Therefore I will bewail the vine of Sibmah, 

With the weeping of Jazer;

I will drench you with my tears, 

RO Heshbon and Elealeh;

For Tbattle cries have fallen

Over your summer fruits and your harvest.

10RGladness is taken away, 

And joy from the plentiful field;

In the vineyards there will be no singing, 

Nor will there be shouting;

No treaders will tread out wine in the presses;

I have made their shouting cease.

11Therefore Rmy Theart shall resound like a harp for Moab, 

And my inner being for Kir Heres.

12And it shall come to pass, 

When it is seen that Moab is weary on Rthe high place, 

That he will come to his sanctuary to pray;

But he will not prevail.

13This is the word which the LORD has spoken concerning Moab since that time.

14But now the LORD has spoken, saying, “Within three years, Ras the years of a hired man, the glory of Moab will be despised with all that great multitude, and the remnant will be very small and feeble.”




CHAPTER 17

Prophecies Against Damascus and Samaria

1The burden against Damascus.

“Behold, Damascus will cease from being a city, 

And it will be a ruinous heap.

2The cities of RAroer are forsaken;*

They will be for flocks

Which lie down, and Rno one will make them afraid.

3RThe fortress also will cease from Ephraim, 

The kingdom from Damascus, 

And the remnant of Syria;

They will be as the glory of the children of Israel, ”

Says the LORD of hosts.

4“In that day it shall come to pass

That the glory of Jacob will wane, 

And the fatness of his flesh grow lean.

5RIt shall be as when the harvester gathers the grain, 

And reaps the heads with his arm;

It shall be as he who gathers heads of grain

In the Valley of Rephaim.

6RYet gleaning grapes will be left in it, 

Like the shaking of an olive tree, 

Two or three olives at the top of the uppermost bough, 

Four or five in its most fruitful branches, ”

Says the LORD God of Israel.

7In that day a man will Rlook to his Maker, 

And his eyes will have respect for the Holy One of Israel.

8He will not look to the altars, 

The work of his hands;

He will not respect what his Rfingers have made, 

Nor the wooden images* nor the incense altars.

9In that day his strong cities will be as a forsaken bough*

And an uppermost branch, *

Which they left because of the children of Israel;

And there will be desolation.

10Because you have forgotten Rthe God of your salvation, 

And have not been mindful of the Rock of your Tstronghold, 

Therefore you will plant pleasant plants

And set out foreign seedlings;

11In the day you will make your plant to grow, 

And in the morning you will make your seed to flourish;

But the harvest will be a heap of ruins

In the day of grief and desperate sorrow.

12Woe to the multitude of many people

Who make a noise Rlike the roar of the seas, 

And to the rushing of nations

That make a rushing like the rushing of mighty waters!

13The nations will rush like the rushing of many waters;

But God will Rrebuke them and they will flee far away, 

And Rbe chased like the chaff of the mountains before the wind, 

Like a rolling thing before the whirlwind.

14Then behold, at eventide, trouble!

And before the morning, he is no more.

This is the portion of those who plunder us, 

And the lot of those who rob us.




CHAPTER 18

Prophecies Against Ethiopia

1Woe Rto the land shadowed with buzzing wings, 

Which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia, 

2Which sends ambassadors by sea, 

Even in vessels of reed on the waters, saying, 

“Go, swift messengers, to a nation tall and smooth of skin, 

To a people terrible from their beginning onward, 

A nation powerful and treading down, 

Whose land the rivers divide.”

3All inhabitants of the world and dwellers on the earth:

RWhen he lifts up a banner on the mountains, you see it;

And when he blows a trumpet, you hear it.

4For so the LORD said to me, 

“I will take My rest, 

And I will Tlook from My dwelling place

Like clear heat in sunshine, 

Like a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest.”

5For before the harvest, when the bud is perfect

And the sour grape is ripening in the flower, 

He will both cut off the sprigs with pruning hooks

And take away and cut down the branches.

6They will be left together for the mountain birds of prey

And for the beasts of the earth;

The birds of prey will summer on them, 

And all the beasts of the earth will winter on them.

7In that time Ra present will be brought to the LORD of hosts

From* a people tall and smooth of skin, 

And from a people terrible from their beginning onward, 

A nation powerful and treading down, 

Whose land the rivers divide—

To the place of the name of the LORD of hosts, 

To Mount Zion.




CHAPTER 19

Prophecies Against Egypt

1The Rburden against Egypt.

Behold, the LORD Rrides on a swift cloud, 

And will come into Egypt;

RThe idols of Egypt will Ttotter at His presence, 

And the heart of Egypt will melt in its midst.

2“I will Rset Egyptians against Egyptians;

Everyone will fight against his brother, 

And everyone against his neighbor, 

City against city, kingdom against kingdom.

3The spirit of Egypt will fail in its midst;

I will destroy their counsel, 

And they will Rconsult the idols and the charmers, 

The mediums and the sorcerers.

4And the Egyptians I will give

Into the hand of a cruel master, 

And a fierce king will rule over them, ”

Says the Lord, the LORD of hosts.

5RThe waters will fail from the sea, 

And the river will be wasted and dried up.

6The rivers will turn foul;

The brooks Rof defense will be emptied and dried up;

The reeds and rushes will wither.

7The papyrus reeds by the River*, by the mouth of the River, 

And everything sown by the River, 

Will wither, be driven away, and be no more.

8The fishermen also will mourn;

All those will lament who cast hooks into the River, 

And they will languish who spread nets on the waters.

9Moreover those who work in Rfine flax

And those who weave fine fabric will be ashamed;

10And its foundations will be broken.

All who make wages will be troubled of soul.

11Surely the princes of RZoan are fools;

Pharaoh’s wise counselors give foolish counsel.

RHow do you say to Pharaoh, “I am the son of the wise, 

The son of ancient kings?”

12RWhere are they?

Where are your wise men?

Let them tell you now, 

And let them know what the LORD of hosts has purposed against Egypt.

13The princes of Zoan have become fools;

RThe princes of Noph* are deceived;

They have also deluded Egypt, 

Those who are the Tmainstay of its tribes.

14The LORD has mingled Ra perverse spirit in her midst;

And they have caused Egypt to err in all her work, 

As a drunken man staggers in his vomit.

15Neither will there be any work for Egypt, 

Which the head or tail, 

Palm branch or bulrush, may do.*

16In that day Egypt will Rbe like women, and will be afraid and fear because of the waving of the hand of the LORD of hosts, Rwhich He waves over it.

17And the land of Judah will be a terror to Egypt; everyone who makes mention of it will be afraid in himself, because of the counsel of the LORD of hosts which He has Rdetermined against it.

18In that day five cities in the land of Egypt will Rspeak the language of Canaan and swear by the LORD of hosts; one will be called the City of Destruction.*

19In that day Rthere will be an altar to the LORD in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar to the LORD at its border.

20And Rit will be for a sign and for a witness to the LORD of hosts in the land of Egypt; for they will cry to the LORD because of the oppressors, and He will send them a RSavior and a Mighty One, and He will deliver them.

21Then the LORD will be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians will Rknow the LORD in that day, and Rwill make sacrifice and offering; yes, they will make a vow to the LORD and perform it.

22And the LORD will strike Egypt, He will strike and Rheal it; they will return to the LORD, and He will be entreated by them and heal them.

23In that day Rthere will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian will come into Egypt and the Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians will Rserve with the Assyrians.

24In that day Israel will be one of three with Egypt and Assyria—a blessing in the midst of the land, 

25whom the LORD of hosts shall bless, saying, “Blessed is Egypt My people, and Assyria Rthe work of My hands, and Israel My inheritance.”




CHAPTER 20

1In the year that RTartan* came to Ashdod, when Sargon the king of Assyria sent him, and he fought against Ashdod and took it, 

2at the same time the LORD spoke by Isaiah the son of Amoz, saying, “Go, and remove Rthe sackcloth from your body, and take your sandals off your feet.” And he did so, walking naked and barefoot.

3Then the LORD said, “Just as My servant Isaiah has walked naked and barefoot three years Rfor a sign and a wonder against Egypt and Ethiopia, 

4“so shall the Rking of Assyria lead away the Egyptians as prisoners and the Ethiopians as captives, young and old, naked and barefoot, Rwith their buttocks uncovered, to the shame of Egypt.

5R“Then they shall be afraid and ashamed of Ethiopia their expectation and Egypt their glory.

6“And the inhabitant of this territory will say in that day, ‘Surely such is our expectation, wherever we flee for Rhelp to be delivered from the king of Assyria; and how shall we escape?’ ”




CHAPTER 21

Prophecies Against Babylon

1The Tburden against the Wilderness of the Sea.

As Rwhirlwinds in the South pass through, 

So it comes from the desert, from a terrible land.

2A distressing vision is declared to me;

RThe treacherous dealer deals treacherously, 

And the plunderer plunders.

RGo up, O Elam!

Besiege, O Media!

All its sighing I have made to cease.

3Therefore my loins are filled with pain;

RPangs have taken hold of me, like the pangs of a woman in labor.

I was distressed when I heard it;

I was dismayed when I saw it.

4My heart wavered, fearfulness frightened me;

RThe night for which I longed He turned into fear for me.

5RPrepare the table, 

Set a watchman in the tower, 

Eat and drink.

Arise, you princes, 

Anoint the shield!

6For thus has the Lord said to me:

“Go, set a watchman, 

Let him declare what he sees.”

7And he saw a chariot with a pair of horsemen, 

A chariot of donkeys, and a chariot of camels, 

And he listened earnestly with great care.

8Then he cried, “A lion, * my Lord!

I stand continually on the Rwatchtower in the daytime;

I have sat at my post every night.

9And look, here comes a chariot of men with a pair of horsemen!”

Then he answered and said, 

R“Babylon is fallen, is fallen!

And Rall the carved images of her gods

He has broken to the ground.”

10ROh, my threshing and the grain of my floor!

That which I have heard from the LORD of hosts, 

The God of Israel, 

I have declared to you.

Prophecies Against Dumah (Edom)

11The burden against Dumah.

He calls to me out of RSeir, 

“Watchman, what of the night?

Watchman, what of the night?”

12The watchman said, 

“The morning comes, and also the night.

If you will inquire, inquire;

Return! Come back!”

Prophecies Against Arabia

13The burden against Arabia.

In the forest in Arabia you will lodge, 

O you traveling companies Rof Dedanites.

14O inhabitants of the land of Tema, 

Bring water to him who is thirsty;

With their bread they met him who fled.

15For they fled from the swords, from the drawn sword, 

From the bent bow, and from the distress of war.

16For thus the LORD has said to me: “Within a year, according to the year of a hired man, all the glory of Kedar will fail;

17“and the remainder of the number of archers, the mighty men of the people of Kedar, will be diminished; for the LORD God of Israel has spoken it.”




CHAPTER 22

Prophecies Against Jerusalem

1The burden against the Valley of Vision.

What ails you now, that you have all gone up to the housetops, 

2You who are full of noise, 

A Ttumultuous city, Ra joyous city?

Your slain men are not slain with the sword, 

Nor dead in battle.

3All your rulers have fled together;

They are captured by the archers.

All who are found in you are bound together;

They have fled from afar.

4Therefore I said, “Look away from me, 

RI will weep bitterly;

Do not labor to comfort me

Because of the plundering of the daughter of my people.”

5RFor it is a day of trouble and treading down and perplexity

RBy the Lord GOD of hosts

In the Valley of Vision—

Breaking down the walls

And of crying to the mountain.

6RElam bore the quiver

With chariots of men and horsemen, 

And RKir uncovered the shield.

7It shall come to pass that your choicest valleys

Shall be full of chariots, 

And the horsemen shall set themselves in array at the gate.

8He removed the protection of Judah.

You looked in that day to the armor Rof the House of the Forest;

9RYou also saw the damage to the city of David, 

That it was great;

And you gathered together the waters of the lower pool.

10You numbered the houses of Jerusalem, 

And the houses you broke down

To fortify the wall.

11RYou also made a reservoir between the two walls

For the water of the old pool.

But you did not look to its Maker, 

Nor did you have respect for Him who fashioned it long ago.

12And in that day the Lord GOD of hosts

RCalled for weeping and for mourning, 

RFor baldness and for girding with sackcloth. 

13But instead, joy and gladness, 

Slaying oxen and killing sheep, 

Eating meat and Rdrinking wine:

R“Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die!”

14RThen it was revealed in my hearing by the LORD of hosts, 

“Surely for this iniquity there Rwill be no atonement for you, 

Even to your death, ” says the Lord GOD of hosts.

15Thus says the Lord GOD of hosts:

“Go, proceed to this steward, 

To RShebna, who is over the house, and say:

16‘What have you here, and whom have you here, 

That you have hewn a sepulcher here, 

As he Rwho hews himself a sepulcher on high, 

Who carves a tomb for himself in a rock?

17Indeed, the LORD will throw you away violently, 

O mighty man, 

RAnd will surely seize you.

18He will surely turn violently and toss you like a ball

Into a large country;

There you shall die, and there Ryour glorious chariots

Shall be the shame of your master’s house.

19So I will drive you out of your office, 

And from your position he will pull you down.*

20‘Then it shall be in that day, 

That I will call My servant REliakim the son of Hilkiah;

21I will clothe him with your robe

And strengthen him with your belt;

I will commit your responsibility into his hand.

He shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem

And to the house of Judah.

22The key of the house of David

I will lay on his Rshoulder;

So he shall Ropen, and no one shall shut;

And he shall shut, and no one shall open.

23I will fasten him as Ra peg in a secure place, 

And he will become a glorious throne to his father’s house.

24‘They will hang on him all the glory of his father’s house, the offspring and the posterity, all vessels of small quantity, from the cups to all the pitchers.

25‘In that day, ’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘the peg that is fastened in the secure place will be removed and be cut down and fall, and the burden that was on it will be cut off; for the LORD has spoken.’ ”




CHAPTER 23

Prophecies Against Tyre

1The Rburden against Tyre.

Wail, you ships of Tarshish!

For it is laid waste, 

So that there is no house, no harbor;

From the land of Cyprus* it is revealed to them.

2Be still, you inhabitants of the coastland, 

You merchants of Sidon, 

Whom those who cross the sea have filled.*

3And on great waters the grain of Shihor, 

The harvest of the River, * is her revenue;

And Rshe is a marketplace for the nations.

4Be ashamed, O Sidon;

For the sea has spoken, 

The strength of the sea, saying, 

“I do not labor, nor bring forth children;

Neither do I rear young men, 

Nor bring up virgins.”

5RWhen the report reaches Egypt, 

They also will be in agony at the report of Tyre.

6Cross over to Tarshish;

Wail, you inhabitants of the coastland!

7Is this your Rjoyous city, 

Whose antiquity is from ancient days, 

Whose feet carried her far off to dwell?

8Who has taken this counsel against Tyre, Rthe crowning city, 

Whose merchants are princes, 

Whose traders are the honorable of the earth?

9The LORD of hosts has Rpurposed it, 

To Tbring to dishonor the Rpride of all glory, 

To bring into contempt all the honorable of the earth.

10Overflow through your land like the River, *

O daughter of Tarshish;

There is no more strength.

11He stretched out His hand over the sea, 

He shook the kingdoms;

The LORD has given a commandment Ragainst Canaan

To destroy its strongholds.

12And He said, “You will rejoice no more, 

O you oppressed virgin daughter of Sidon.

Arise, Rcross over to Cyprus;

There also you will have no rest.”

13Behold, the land of the RChaldeans, 

This people which was not;

Assyria founded it for Rwild beasts of the desert.

They set up its towers, 

They raised up its palaces, 

And brought it to ruin.

14Wail, you ships of Tarshish!

For your strength is laid waste.

15Now it shall come to pass in that day that Tyre will be forgotten seventy years, according to the days of one king. At the end of seventy years it will happen to Tyre as in the song of the harlot:

16“Take a harp, go about the city, 

You forgotten harlot;

Make sweet melody, sing many songs, 

That you may be remembered.”

17And it shall be, at the end of seventy years, that the LORD will deal with Tyre. She will return to her hire, and Rcommit fornication with all the kingdoms of the world on the face of the earth.

18Her gain and her pay Rwill be set apart for the LORD; it will not be treasured nor laid up, for her gain will be for those who dwell before the LORD, to eat sufficiently, and for Tfine clothing.




CHAPTER 24

Judgments of the Tribulation

1Behold, the LORD makes the earth empty and makes it waste, 

Distorts its surface

And scatters abroad its inhabitants.

2And it shall be:

As with the people, so with the Rpriest;

As with the servant, so with his master;

As with the maid, so with her mistress;

RAs with the buyer, so with the seller;

As with the lender, so with the borrower;

As with the creditor, so with the debtor.

3The land shall be entirely emptied and utterly plundered, 

For the LORD has spoken this word.

4The earth mourns and fades away, 

The world languishes and fades away;

The RhaughtyT people of the earth languish.

5RThe earth is also defiled under its inhabitants, 

Because they have Rtransgressed the laws, 

Changed the ordinance, 

Broken the everlasting covenant.

6Therefore Rthe curse has devoured the earth, 

And those who dwell in it are Tdesolate.

Therefore the inhabitants of the earth are Rburned, 

And few men are left.

7RThe new wine fails, the vine languishes, 

All the merry-hearted sigh.

8The mirth Rof the tambourine ceases, 

The noise of the jubilant ends, 

The joy of the harp ceases.

9They shall not drink wine with a song;

Strong drink is bitter to those who drink it.

10The city of confusion is broken down;

Every house is shut up, so that none may go in.

11There is a cry for wine in the streets, 

All joy is darkened, 

The mirth of the land is gone.

12In the city desolation is left, 

And the gate is stricken with destruction.

13When it shall be thus in the midst of the land among the people, 

RIt shall be like the shaking of an olive tree, 

Like the gleaning of grapes when the vintage is done.

14They shall lift up their voice, they shall sing;

For the majesty of the LORD

They shall cry aloud from the sea.

15Therefore Rglorify the LORD in the dawning light, 

RThe name of the LORD God of Israel in the coastlands of the sea.

16From the ends of the earth we have heard songs:

“Glory to the righteous!”

But I said, “I am ruined, ruined!

Woe to me!

RThe treacherous dealers have dealt treacherously, 

Indeed, the treacherous dealers have dealt very treacherously.”

17Fear and the pit and the snare

Are upon you, O inhabitant of the earth.

18And it shall be

That he who flees from the noise of the fear

Shall fall into the pit, 

And he who comes up from the midst of the pit

Shall be Tcaught in the snare;

For Rthe windows from on high are open, 

And Rthe foundations of the earth are shaken.

19RThe earth is violently broken, 

The earth is split open, 

The earth is shaken exceedingly.

20The earth shall RreelT to and fro like a drunkard, 

And shall totter like a hut;

Its transgression shall be heavy upon it, 

And it will fall, and not rise again.

21It shall come to pass in that day

That the LORD will punish on high the host of exalted ones, 

And on the earth the kings of the earth.

22They will be gathered together, 

As prisoners are gathered in the pit, 

And will be shut up in the prison;

After many days they will be punished.

23Then the Rmoon will be disgraced

And the sun ashamed;

For the LORD of hosts will reign

On Mount Zion and in Jerusalem

And before His elders, gloriously.




CHAPTER 25

Israel’s Praise for Kingdom Blessings

1 O LORD, You are my God. RI will exalt You, 

I will praise Your name, 

RFor You have done wonderful things;

RYour counsels of old are faithfulness and truth.

2For You have made Ra city a ruin, 

A fortified city a ruin, 

A palace of foreigners to be a city no more;

It will never be rebuilt.

3Therefore the strong people will Rglorify You;

The city of the Tterrible nations will fear You.

4For You have been a strength to the poor, 

A strength to the needy in his distress, 

RA refuge from the storm, 

A shade from the heat;

For the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall.

5You will reduce the noise of aliens, 

As heat in a dry place;

As heat in the shadow of a cloud, 

The song of the terrible ones will be Tdiminished.

6And in Rthis mountain

RThe LORD of hosts will make for Rall people

A feast of Tchoice pieces, 

A feast of wines on the lees, 

Of fat things full of marrow, 

Of well-refined wines on the lees.

7And He will destroy on this mountain

The surface of the covering cast over all people, 

And Rthe veil that is spread over all nations.

8He will swallow up death forever, 

And the Lord GOD will Rwipe away tears from all faces;

The rebuke of His people

He will take away from all the earth;

For the LORD has spoken.

9And it will be said in that day:

“Behold, this is our God;

RWe have waited for Him, and He will save us.

This is the LORD;

We have waited for Him;

RWe will be glad and rejoice in His salvation.”

10For on this mountain the hand of the LORD will rest, 

And RMoab shall be trampled down under Him, 

As straw is trampled down for the refuse heap.

11And He will spread out His hands in their midst

As a swimmer reaches out to swim, 

And He will bring down their Rpride

Together with the trickery of their hands.

12The Rfortress of the high fort of your walls

He will bring down, lay low, 

And bring to the ground, down to the dust.




CHAPTER 26

Israel’s Kingdom Song

1In Rthat day this song will be sung in the land of Judah:

“We have a strong city;

RGod will appoint salvation for walls and bulwarks.

2ROpen the gates, 

That the righteous nation which keeps the truth may enter in.

3You will keep him in perfect Rpeace, 

Whose mind is stayed on You, 

Because he trusts in You.

4Trust in the LORD forever, 

RFor in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.*

5For He brings Tdown those who dwell on high, 

RThe lofty city;

He lays it low, 

He lays it low to the ground, 

He brings it down to the dust.

6The foot shall Ttread it down—

The feet of the poor

And the steps of the needy.”

7The way of the just is uprightness;

RO Most Upright, 

You weigh the path of the just.

8Yes, in the way of Your judgments, 

O LORD, we have waited for You;

The desire of our soul is for Your name

And for the remembrance of You.

9RWith my soul I have desired You in the night, 

Yes, by my spirit within me I will seek You early;

For when Your judgments are in the earth, 

The inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.

10Let grace be shown to the wicked, 

Yet he will not learn righteousness;

In Rthe land of uprightness he will deal unjustly, 

And will not behold the majesty of the LORD.

11LORD, when Your hand is lifted up, Rthey will not see.

But they will see and be ashamed

ForTtheir envy of people;

Yes, the fire of Your enemies shall devour them.

12LORD, You will establish peace for us, 

For You have also done all our works Tin us.

13O LORD our God, Rmasters besides You

Have had dominion over us;

But by You only we make mention of Your name.

14They are dead, they will not live;

They are deceased, they will not rise.

Therefore You have punished and destroyed them, 

And made all their memory to perish.

15You have increased the nation, O LORD, 

You have Rincreased the nation;

You are glorified;

You have expanded all the Tborders of the land.

16LORD, Rin trouble they have visited You, 

They poured out a prayer when Your chastening was upon them.

17As Ra woman with child

Is in pain and cries out in her Tpangs, 

When she draws near the time of her delivery, 

So have we been in Your sight, O LORD.

18We have been with child, we have been in pain;

We have, as it were, Tbrought forth wind;

We have not accomplished any deliverance in the earth, 

Nor have Rthe inhabitants of the world fallen.

19RYour dead shall live;

Together with my dead body* they shall arise.

Awake and sing, you who dwell in dust;

For your dew is like the dew of herbs, 

And the earth shall cast out the dead.

20Come, my people, Renter your chambers, 

And shut your doors behind you;

Hide yourself, as it were, Rfor a little moment, 

Until the indignation is past.

21For behold, the LORD Rcomes out of His place

To punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity;

The earth will also disclose her blood, 

And will no more cover her slain.




CHAPTER 27

Israel Blossoms in the Kingdom

1In that day the LORD with His severe sword, great and strong, 

Will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent, 

RLeviathan that twisted serpent;

And He will slay Rthe reptile that is in the sea.

2In that day Rsing to her, 

R“A vineyard of red wine!*

3RI, the LORD, keep it, 

I water it every moment;

Lest any hurt it, 

I keep it night and day.

4Fury is not in Me.

Who would set Rbriers and thorns

Against Me in battle?

I would go through them, 

I would burn them together.

5Or let him take hold of My strength, 

That he may make peace with Me;

And he shall make peace with Me.”

6Those who come He shall cause Rto take root in Jacob;

Israel shall blossom and bud, 

And fill the face of the world with fruit.

7RHas He struck Israel as He struck those who struck him?

Or has He been slain according to the slaughter of those who were slain by Him?

8RIn measure, by sending it away, 

You contended with it.

RHe removes it by His rough wind

In the day of the east wind.

9Therefore by this the iniquity of Jacob will be covered;

And this is all the fruit of taking away his sin:

When he makes all the stones of the altar

Like chalkstones that are beaten to dust, 

Wooden images* and incense altars shall not stand.

10Yet the fortified city will be Rdesolate, 

The habitation forsaken and left like a wilderness;

There the calf will feed, and there it will lie down

And consume its branches.

11When its boughs are withered, they will be broken off;

The women come and set them on fire.

For it is a people of no understanding;

Therefore He who made them will Rnot have mercy on them, 

And RHe who formed them will show them no favor.

12And it shall come to pass in that day

That the LORD will thresh, 

From the channel of the River* to the Brook of Egypt;

And you will be Rgathered one by one, 

O you children of Israel.

13RSo it shall be in that day:

RThe great trumpet will be blown;

They will come, who are about to perish in the land of Assyria, 

And they who are outcasts in the land of REgypt, 

And shall Rworship the LORD in the holy mount at Jerusalem.




CHAPTER 28

Woe to Ephraim

1Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim, 

Whose glorious beauty is a fading flower

Which is at the head of the Tverdant valleys, 

To those who are overcome with wine!

2Behold, the Lord has a mighty and strong one, 

RLike a tempest of hail and a destroying storm, 

Like a flood of mighty waters overflowing, 

Who will bring them down to the earth with His hand.

3The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, 

Will be trampled underfoot;

4And the glorious beauty is a fading flower

Which is at the head of the Tverdant valley, 

Like the first fruit before the summer, 

Which an observer sees;

He eats it up while it is still in his hand.

5In that day the LORD of hosts will be

For a crown of glory and a diadem of beauty

To the remnant of His people, 

6For a spirit of justice to him who sits in judgment, 

And for strength to those who turn back the battle at the gate.

7But they also Rhave erred through wine, 

And through intoxicating drink are out of the way;

RThe priest and the prophet have erred through intoxicating drink, 

They are swallowed up by wine, 

They are out of the way through intoxicating drink;

They err in vision, they stumble in judgment.

8For all tables are full of vomit and filth;

No place is clean.

9“WhomR will he teach knowledge?

And whom will he make to understand the message?Jer. 6:10

Those just weaned from milk?

Those just drawn from the breasts?

10RFor precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept, 

Line upon line, line upon line, 

Here a little, there a little.”

11For with Rstammering lips and another tongue

He will speak to this people, 

12To whom He said, “This is the Rrest with which

You may cause the weary to rest, ”

And, “This is the refreshing”;

Yet they would not hear.

13But the word of the LORD was to them, 

“Precept upon precept, precept upon precept, 

Line upon line, line upon line, 

Here a little, there a little, ”

That they might go and fall backward, and be broken

And snared and caught.

14Therefore hear the word of the LORD, you scornful men, 

Who rule this people who are in Jerusalem, 

15Because you have said, “We have made a covenant with death, 

And with Sheol we are in agreement.

When the overflowing scourge passes through, 

It will not come to us, 

RFor we have made lies our refuge, 

And under falsehood we have hidden ourselves.”

16Therefore thus says the Lord GOD:

“Behold, I lay in Zion Ra stone for a foundation, 

A tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation;

Whoever believes will not act hastily.

17Also I will make justice the measuring line, 

And righteousness the plummet;

The hail will sweep away the refuge of lies, 

And the waters will overflow the hiding place.

18Your covenant with death will be annulled, 

And your agreement with Sheol will not stand;

When the overflowing scourge passes through, 

Then you will be trampled down by it.

19As often as it goes out it will take you;

For morning by morning it will pass over, 

And by day and by night;

It will be a terror just to understand the report.”

20For the bed is too short to stretch out on, 

And the covering so narrow that one cannot wrap himself in it.

21For the LORD will rise up as at Mount RPerazim, 

He will be angry as in the Valley of RGibeon—

That He may do His work, RHis awesome work, 

And bring to pass His act, His Tunusual act.

22Now therefore, do not be mockers, 

Lest your bonds be made strong;

For I have heard from the Lord GOD of hosts, 

RA destruction determined even upon the whole earth.

23Give ear and hear my voice, 

Listen and hear my speech.

24Does the plowman keep plowing all day to sow?

Does he keep turning his soil and breaking the clods?

25When he has leveled its surface, 

Does he not sow the black cummin

And scatter the cummin, 

Plant the wheat in rows, 

The barley in the appointed place, 

And the Tspelt in its place?

26For He instructs him in right judgment, 

His God teaches him.

27For the black cummin is not threshed with a threshing sledge, 

Nor is a cartwheel rolled over the cummin;

But the black cummin is beaten out with a stick, 

And the cummin with a rod.

28Bread flour must be ground;

Therefore he does not thresh it forever, 

Break it with his cartwheel, 

Or crush it with his horsemen.

29This also comes from the LORD of hosts, 

RWho is wonderful in counsel and excellent in guidance.




CHAPTER 29

Woe to Ariel (Jerusalem)

1“Woe Rto Ariel, * to Ariel, the city Rwhere David dwelt!

Add year to year;

Let feasts come around.

2Yet I will distress Ariel;

There shall be heaviness and sorrow, 

And it shall be to Me as Ariel.

3I will encamp against you all around, 

I will lay siege against you with a mound, 

And I will raise siegeworks against you.

4You shall be brought down, 

You shall speak out of the ground;

Your speech shall be low, out of the dust;

Your voice shall be like a medium’s, Rout of the ground;

And your speech shall whisper out of the dust.

5“Moreover the multitude of your Rfoes

Shall be like fine dust, 

And the multitude of the terrible ones

Like Rchaff that passes away;

Yes, it shall be in an instant, suddenly.

6RYou will be punished by the LORD of hosts

With thunder and Rearthquake and great noise, 

With storm and tempest

And the flame of devouring fire.

7RThe multitude of all the nations who fight against TAriel, 

Even all who fight against her and her fortress, 

And distress her, 

Shall be as a dream of a night vision.

8RIt shall even be as when a hungry man dreams, 

And look—he eats;

But he awakes, and his soul is still empty;

Or as when a thirsty man dreams, 

And look—he drinks;

But he awakes, and indeed he is faint, 

And his soul still craves:

So the multitude of all the nations shall be, 

Who fight against Mount Zion.”

9Pause and wonder!

Blind yourselves and be blind!

RThey are drunk, Rbut not with wine;

They stagger, but not with intoxicating drink.

10For Rthe LORD has poured out on you

The spirit of deep sleep, 

And has Rclosed your eyes, namely, the prophets;

And He has covered your heads, namely, Rthe seers.

11The whole vision has become to you like the words of a Tbook Rthat is sealed, which men deliver to one who is literate, saying, “Read this, please.” RAnd he says, “I cannot, for it is sealed.”

12Then the book is delivered to one who is illiterate, saying, “Read this, please.” And he says, “I am not literate.”

13Therefore the Lord said:

R“Inasmuch as these people draw near with their mouths

And honor Me Rwith their lips, 

But have removed their hearts far from Me, 

And their fear toward Me is taught by the commandment of men, 

14RTherefore, behold, I will again do a marvelous work

Among this people, 

A marvelous work and a wonder;

RFor the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, 

And the understanding of their prudent men shall be hidden.”

15RWoe to those who seek deep to hide their counsel far from the LORD, 

And their works are in the dark;

RThey say, “Who sees us?” and, “Who knows us?”

16Surely you have things turned around!

Shall the potter be esteemed as the clay;

For shall the Rthing made say of him who made it, 

“He did not make me”?

Or shall the thing formed say of him who formed it, 

“He has no understanding”?

17Is it not yet a very little while

Till RLebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, 

And the fruitful field be esteemed as a forest?

18RIn that day the deaf shall hear the words of the book, 

And the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity and out of darkness.

19RThe humble also shall increase their joy in the LORD, 

And Rthe poor among men shall rejoice

In the Holy One of Israel.

20For the Tterrible one is brought to nothing, 

RThe scornful one is consumed, 

And all who Rwatch for iniquity are cut off—

21Who make a man an offender by a word, 

And Rlay a snare for him who reproves in the gate, 

And turn aside the just Rby empty words.

22Therefore thus says the LORD, Rwho redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob:

“Jacob shall not now be ashamed, 

Nor shall his face now grow pale;

23But when he sees his children, 

The work of My hands, in his midst, 

They will hallow My name, 

And hallow the Holy One of Jacob, 

And fear the God of Israel.

24These also Rwho erred in spirit will come to understanding, 

And those who complained will learn doctrine.”




CHAPTER 30

Woe to Egyptian Alliance

1“Woe to the rebellious children, ” says the LORD, 

R“Who take counsel, but not of Me, 

And who Tdevise plans, but not of My Spirit, 

That they may add sin to sin;

2RWho walk to go down to Egypt, 

And Rhave not asked My advice, 

To strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, 

And to trust in the shadow of Egypt!

3RTherefore the strength of Pharaoh

Shall be your shame, 

And trust in the shadow of Egypt

Shall be your humiliation.

4For his princes were at RZoan, 

And his ambassadors came to Hanes.

5RThey were all ashamed of a people who could not benefit them, 

Or be help or benefit, 

But a shame and also a reproach.”

6RThe Tburden against the beasts of the South.

Through a land of trouble and anguish, 

From which came the lioness and lion, 





RThe viper and fiery flying serpent, 

They will carry their riches on the backs of young donkeys, 

And their treasures on the humps of camels, 

To a people who shall not profit;

7RFor the Egyptians shall help in vain and to no purpose.

Therefore I have called her

Rahab-Hem-Shebeth.*

8Now go, Rwrite it before them on a tablet, 

And note it on a scroll, 

That it may be for time to come, 

Forever and ever:

9That Rthis is a rebellious people, 

Lying children, 

Children who will not hear the law of the LORD;

10RWho say to the seers, “Do not see, ”

And to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us right things;

RSpeak to us smooth things, prophesy deceits.

11Get out of the way, 

Turn aside from the path, 

Cause the Holy One of Israel

To cease from before us.”

12Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel:

“Because you Rdespise this word, 

And trust in oppression and perversity, 

And rely on them, 

13Therefore this iniquity shall be to you

RLike a breach ready to fall, 

A bulge in a high wall, 

Whose breaking Rcomes suddenly, in an instant.

14And RHe shall break it like the breaking of the potter’s vessel, 

Which is broken in pieces;

He shall not spare.

So there shall not be found among its fragments

A shard to take fire from the hearth, 

Or to take water from the cistern.”

15For thus says the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel:

R“In returning and rest you shall be saved;

In quietness and confidence shall be your strength.”

RBut you would not, 

16And you said, “No, for we will flee on horses”—

Therefore you shall flee!

And, “We will ride on swift horses”—

Therefore those who pursue you shall be swift!

17ROne thousand shall flee at the threat of one, 

At the threat of five you shall flee, 

Till you are left as a Tpole on top of a mountain

And as a banner on a hill.

18Therefore the LORD will wait, that He may be Rgracious to you;

And therefore He will be exalted, that He may have mercy on you.

For the LORD is a God of justice;

RBlessed are all those who Rwait for Him.

19For the people Rshall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem;

You shall Rweep no more.

He will be very gracious to you at the sound of your cry;

When He hears it, He will answer you.

20And though the Lord gives you

RThe bread of adversity and the water of Taffliction, 

Yet Ryour teachers will not be moved into a corner anymore, 

But your eyes shall see your teachers.

21Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, 

“This is the way, walk in it, ”

Whenever you turn to the right hand

Or whenever you turn to the left.

22RYou will also defile the covering of your images of silver, 

And the ornament of your molded images of gold.

You will throw them away as an unclean thing;

You will say to them, “Get away!”

23Then He will give the rain for your seed

With which you sow the ground, 

And bread of the increase of the earth;

It will be Tfat and plentiful.

In that day your cattle will feed

In large pastures.

24Likewise the oxen and the young donkeys that work the ground

Will eat cured fodder, 

Which has been winnowed with the shovel and fan.

25There will be Ron every high mountain

And on every high hill

Rivers and streams of waters, 

In the day of the Rgreat slaughter, 

When the towers fall.

26Moreover Rthe light of the moon will be as the light of the sun, 

And the light of the sun will be sevenfold, 

As the light of seven days, 

In the day that the LORD binds up the bruise of His people

And heals the stroke of their wound.

27Behold, the name of the LORD comes from afar, 

Burning with His anger, 

And His burden is heavy;

His lips are full of indignation, 

And His tongue like a devouring fire.

28His breath is like an overflowing stream, 

RWhich reaches up to the neck, 

To sift the nations with the sieve of futility;

And there shall be Ra bridle in the jaws of the people, 

Causing them to err.

29You shall have a song

As in the night when a holy festival is kept, 

And gladness of heart as when one goes with a flute, 

To come into Rthe mountain of the LORD, 

To the Mighty One of Israel.

30RThe LORD will cause His glorious voice to be heard, 

And show the descent of His arm, 

With the indignation of His anger

And the flame of a devouring fire, 

With scattering, tempest, Rand hailstones.

31For through the voice of the LORD

Assyria will be beaten down, 

As He strikes with the Rrod.

32And in every place where the staff of punishment passes, 

Which the LORD lays on him, 

It will be with tambourines and harps;

And in battles of Rbrandishing He will fight with it.

33RFor Tophet was established of old, 

Yes, for the king it is prepared.

He has made it deep and large;

Its pyre is fire with much wood;

The breath of the LORD, like a stream of brimstone, 

Kindles it.




CHAPTER 31

1Woe to those Rwho go down to Egypt for help, 

And Rrely on horses, 

Who trust in chariots because they are many, 

And in horsemen because they are very strong, 

But who do not look to the Holy One of Israel, 

RNor seek the LORD!

2Yet He also is wise and will bring disaster, 

And Rwill not Tcall back His words, 

But will arise against the house of evildoers, 

And against the help of those who work iniquity.

3Now the Egyptians are men, and not God;

And their horses are flesh, and not spirit.

When the LORD stretches out His hand, 

Both he who helps will fall, 

And he who is helped will fall down;

They all will perish Rtogether.

4For thus the LORD has spoken to me:

R“As a lion roars, 

And a young lion over his prey

(When a multitude of shepherds is summoned against him, 

He will not be afraid of their voice

Nor be disturbed by their noise), 

So the LORD of hosts will come down

To fight for Mount Zion and for its hill.

5RLike birds flying about, 

So will the LORD of hosts defend Jerusalem.

Defending, He will also deliver it;

Passing over, He will preserve it.”

6Return to Him against whom the children of Israel have Rdeeply revolted.

7For in that day every man shall Rthrow away his idols of silver and his idols of gold—sin, which your own hands have made for yourselves.

8“Then Assyria shall Rfall by a sword not of man, 

And a sword not of mankind shall Rdevour him.

But he shall flee from the sword, 

And his young men shall become forced labor.

9RHe shall cross over to his stronghold for fear, 

And his princes shall be afraid of the banner, ”

Says the LORD, 

Whose fire is in Zion

And whose furnace is in Jerusalem.




CHAPTER 32

Behold the Coming King

1Behold, Ra king will reign in righteousness, 

And princes will rule with justice.

2A man will be as a hiding place from the wind, 

And Ra cover from the tempest, 

As rivers of water in a dry place, 

As the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.

3RThe eyes of those who see will not be dim, 

And the ears of those who hear will listen.

4Also the heart of the rash will Runderstand knowledge, 

And the tongue of the stammerers will be ready to speak plainly.

5The foolish person will no longer be called Tgenerous, 

Nor the miser said to be bountiful;

6For the foolish person will speak foolishness, 

And his heart will work Riniquity:

To practice ungodliness, 

To utter error against the LORD, 

To keep the hungry unsatisfied, 

And he will cause the drink of the thirsty to fail.

7Also the schemes of the schemer are evil;

He devises wicked plans

To destroy the poor with lying words, 

Even when the needy speaks justice.

8But a Tgenerous man devises generous things, 

And by generosity he shall stand.

9Rise up, you women Rwho are at ease, 

Hear my voice;

You complacent daughters, 

Give ear to my speech.

10In a year and some days

You will be troubled, you complacent women;

For the vintage will fail, 

The gathering will not come.

11Tremble, you women who are at ease;

Be troubled, you complacent ones;

Strip yourselves, make yourselves bare, 

And gird sackcloth on your waists.

12People shall mourn upon their breasts

For the pleasant fields, for the fruitful vine.

13ROn the land of my people will come up thorns and briers, 

Yes, on all the happy homes in Rthe joyous city;

14RBecause the palaces will be forsaken, 

The bustling city will be deserted.

The forts and towers will become lairs forever, 

A joy of wild donkeys, a pasture of flocks—

15Until Rthe Spirit is poured upon us from on high, 

And Rthe wilderness becomes a fruitful field, 

And the fruitful field is counted as a forest.

16Then justice will dwell in the wilderness, 

And righteousness remain in the fruitful field.

17The work of righteousness will be peace, 

And the effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance forever.

18My people will dwell in a peaceful habitation, 

In secure dwellings, and in quiet Rresting places, 

19RThough hail comes down Ron the forest, 

And the city is brought low in humiliation.

20Blessed are you who sow beside all waters, 

Who send out freely the feet of Rthe ox and the donkey.




CHAPTER 33

Woe to the Spoiler of Jerusalem (Assyria)

1Woe to you Rwho plunder, though you have not been plundered;

And you who deal treacherously, though they have not dealt treacherously with you!

RWhen you cease plundering, 

You will be Rplundered;

When you make an end of dealing treacherously, 

They will deal treacherously with you.

2O LORD, be gracious to us;

RWe have waited for You.

Be their* arm every morning, 

Our salvation also in the time of trouble.

3At the noise of the tumult the people Rshall flee;

When You lift Yourself up, the nations shall be scattered;

4And Your plunder shall be gathered

Like the gathering of the caterpillar;

As the running to and fro of locusts, 

He shall run upon them.

5RThe LORD is exalted, for He dwells on high;

He has filled Zion with justice and righteousness.

6Wisdom and knowledge will be the stability of your times, 

And the strength of salvation;

The fear of the LORD is His treasure.

7Surely their valiant ones shall cry outside, 

RThe ambassadors of peace shall weep bitterly.

8RThe highways lie waste, 

The traveling man ceases.

RHe has broken the covenant, 

He has despised the cities, *

He regards no man.

9RThe earth mourns and languishes, 

Lebanon is shamed and shriveled;

Sharon is like a wilderness, 

And Bashan and Carmel shake off their fruits.

10“NowR I will rise, ” says the LORD;

“Now I will be exalted, 

Now I will lift Myself up.

11RYou shall conceive chaff, 

You shall bring forth stubble;

Your breath, as fire, shall devour you.

12And the people shall be like the burnings of lime;

RLike thorns cut up they shall be burned in the fire.

13Hear, Ryou who are afar off, what I have done;

And you who are near, acknowledge My might.”

14The sinners in Zion are afraid;

Fearfulness has seized the hypocrites:

“Who among us shall dwell with the devouring Rfire?

Who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings?”

15He who Rwalks righteously and speaks uprightly, 

He who despises the gain of oppressions, 

Who gestures with his hands, refusing bribes, 

Who stops his ears from hearing of bloodshed, 

And shuts his eyes from seeing evil:

16He will dwell on Thigh;

His place of defense will be the fortress of rocks;

Bread will be given him, 

His water will be sure.

17Your eyes will see the King in His Rbeauty;

They will see the land that is very far off.

18Your heart will meditate on terror:

R“Where is the scribe?

Where is he who weighs?

Where is he who counts the towers?”

19RYou will not see a fierce people, 

RA people of obscure speech, beyond perception, 

Of a stammering tongue that you cannot understand.

20Look upon RZion, the city of our appointed feasts;

Your eyes will see RJerusalem, a quiet home, 

A tabernacle that will not be taken down;

RNot one of Rits stakes will ever be removed, 

Nor will any of its cords be broken.

21But there the majestic LORD will be for us

A place of broad rivers and streams, 

In which no Tgalley with oars will sail, 

Nor majestic ships pass by

22(For the LORD is our Judge, 

The LORD is our RLawgiver, 

RThe LORD is our King;

He will save us);

23Your tackle is loosed, 

They could not strengthen their mast, 

They could not spread the sail.

Then the prey of great plunder is divided;

The lame take the prey.

24And the inhabitant will not say, “I am sick”;

RThe people who dwell in it will be forgiven their iniquity.




CHAPTER 34

Woe to the Nations

1 Come Rnear, you nations, to hear; And heed, you people!

RLet the earth hear, and all that is in it, 

The world and all things that come forth from it.

2For the indignation of the LORD is against all nations, 

And His fury against all their armies;

He has utterly destroyed them, 

He has given them over to the Rslaughter.

3Also their slain shall be thrown out;

RTheir stench shall rise from their corpses, 

And the mountains shall be melted with their blood.

4RAll the host of heaven shall be dissolved, 

And the heavens shall be rolled up like a scroll;

RAll their host shall fall down

As the leaf falls from the vine, 

And as fruit falling from a fig tree.

5“For RMy sword shall be bathed in heaven;

Indeed it Rshall come down on Edom, 

And on the people of My curse, for judgment.

6The Rsword of the LORD is filled with blood, 

It is made Toverflowing with fatness, 

With the blood of lambs and goats, 

With the fat of the kidneys of rams.

For Rthe LORD has a sacrifice in Bozrah, 

And a great slaughter in the land of Edom.

7The wild oxen shall come down with them, 

And the young bulls with the mighty bulls;

Their land shall be soaked with blood, 

And their dust saturated with fatness.”

8For it is the day of the LORD’s Rvengeance, 

The year of recompense for the cause of Zion.

9RIts streams shall be turned into pitch, 

And its dust into brimstone; 

Its land shall become burning pitch.

10It shall not be quenched night or day;

RIts smoke shall ascend forever.

RFrom generation to generation it shall lie waste;

No one shall pass through it forever and ever.

11RBut the Tpelican and the Tporcupine shall possess it, 

Also the owl and the raven shall dwell in it.

And RHe shall stretch out over it

The line of confusion and the stones of emptiness.

12They shall call its nobles to the kingdom, 

But none shall be there, and all its princes shall be nothing.

13And Rthorns shall come up in its palaces, 

Nettles and brambles in its fortresses;

RIt shall be a habitation of jackals, 

A courtyard for ostriches.

14The wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with the Tjackals, 

And the wild goat shall bleat to its companion;

Also the night creature shall rest there, 

And find for herself a place of rest.

15There the arrow snake shall make her nest and lay eggs

And hatch, and gather them under her shadow;

There also shall the hawks be gathered, 

Every one with her mate.

16“Search from Rthe book of the LORD, and read:

Not one of these shall fail;

Not one shall lack her mate.

For My mouth has commanded it, and His Spirit has gathered them.

17He has cast the lot for them, 

And His hand has divided it among them with a measuring line.

They shall possess it forever;

From generation to generation they shall dwell in it.”




CHAPTER 35

Behold the Coming Kingdom

1The Rwilderness and the Twasteland shall be glad for them, 

And the Rdesert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose;

2RIt shall blossom abundantly and rejoice, 

Even with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

The excellence of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the Rglory of the LORD, 

The excellency of our God.

3Strengthen the weak hands, 

And make firm the feeble knees.

4Say to those who are fearful-hearted, 

“Be strong, do not fear!

Behold, your God will come with Rvengeance, 

With the recompense of God;

He will come and Rsave you.”

5Then the Reyes of the blind shall be opened, 

And Rthe ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.

6Then the Rlame shall leap like a deer, 

And the tongue of the dumb sing.

For Rwaters shall burst forth in the wilderness, 

And streams in the desert.

7The parched ground shall become a pool, 

And the thirsty land springs of water;

In Rthe habitation of jackals, where each lay, 

There shall be grass with reeds and rushes.

8A Rhighway shall be there, and a road, 

And it shall be called the Highway of Holiness.

RThe unclean shall not pass over it, 

But it shall be for others.

Whoever walks the road, although a fool, 

Shall not go astray.

9RNo lion shall be there, 

Nor shall any ravenous beast go up on it;

It shall not be found there.

But the redeemed shall walk there, 

10And the Rransomed of the LORD shall return, 

And come to Zion with singing, 

With everlasting joy on their heads.

They shall obtain joy and gladness, 

And sorrow and sighing shall flee away.




CHAPTER 36

Assyria Challenges God 2 Kin. 18:13–37; 2 Chr. 32:1–19

1Now it came to pass in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah that Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and took them.

2Then the king of Assyria sent the Rabshakeh* with a great army from Lachish to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem. And he stood by the aqueduct from the upper pool, on the highway to the Fuller’s Field.

3And REliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, RShebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came out to him.

4RThen the Rabshakeh said to them, “Say now to Hezekiah, ‘Thus says the great king, the king of Assyria: “What confidence is this in which you trust?

5“I say you speak of having plans and power for war; but they are Tmere words. Now in whom do you trust, that you rebel against me?

6“Look! You are trusting in the Rstaff of this broken reed, Egypt, on which if a man leans, it will go into his hand and pierce it. So is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who Rtrust in him.

7“But if you say to me, ‘We trust in the LORD our God, ’ is it not He whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah has taken away, and said to Judah and Jerusalem, ‘You shall worship before this altar’?” ’

8“Now therefore, I urge you, give a pledge to my master the king of Assyria, and I will give you two thousand horses—if you are able on your part to put riders on them!

9“How then will you repel one captain of the least of my master’s servants, and put your trust in Egypt for chariots and horsemen?

10“Have I now come up without the LORD against this land to destroy it? The LORD said to me, ‘Go up against this land, and destroy it.’ ”

11Then Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah said to the Rabshakeh, “Please speak to your servants in Aramaic, for we understand it; and do not speak to us in Hebrew* in the hearing of the people who are on the wall.”

12But the Rabshakeh said, “Has my master sent me to your master and to you to speak these words, and not to the men who sit on the wall, who will eat and drink their own waste with you?”

13Then the Rabshakeh stood and called out with a loud voice in Hebrew, and said, “Hear the words of the great king, the king of Assyria!

14“Thus says the king: ‘Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be able to deliver you;

15‘nor let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD, saying, “The LORD will surely deliver us; this city will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.” ’

16“Do not listen to Hezekiah; for thus says the king of Assyria: ‘Make peace with me by a present and come out to me; and every one of you eat from his own vine and every one from his own fig tree, and every one of you drink the waters of his own cistern;

17‘until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards.

18‘Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you, saying, “The LORD will deliver us.” Has any one of the gods of the nations delivered its land from the hand of the king of Assyria?

19‘Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim? Indeed, have they delivered RSamaria from my hand?

20‘Who among all the gods of these lands have delivered their countries from my hand, that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem from my hand?’ ”

21But they Theld their peace and answered him not a word; for the king’s commandment was, “Do not answer him.”

22Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came to Hezekiah with their clothes torn, and told him the words of the Rabshakeh.




CHAPTER 37

God Destroys Assyria––2 Kin. 19:1–37

1And Rso it was, when King Hezekiah heard it, that he tore his clothes, covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the LORD.

2Then he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz.

3And they said to him, “Thus says Hezekiah: ‘This day is a day of Rtrouble and rebuke and blasphemy; for the children have come to birth, but there is no strength to bring them forth.

4‘It may be that the LORD your God will hear the words of the Rabshakeh, whom his master the king of Assyria has sent to Rreproach the living God, and will rebuke the words which the LORD your God has heard. Therefore lift up your prayer for the remnant that is left.’ ”

5So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah.

6And Isaiah said to them, “Thus you shall say to your master, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Do not be afraid of the words which you have heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me.

7“Surely I will send a spirit upon him, and he shall hear a rumor and return to his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.” ’ ”

8Then the Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria warring against Libnah, for he heard that he had departed from Lachish.

9And the king heard concerning Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, “He has come out to make war with you.” So when he heard it, he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying, 

10“Thus you shall speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying: ‘Do not let your God in whom you trust deceive you, saying, “Jerusalem shall not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.”

11‘Look! You have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands by utterly destroying them; and shall you be delivered?

12‘Have the gods of the nations delivered those whom my fathers have destroyed, Gozan and Haran and Rezeph, and the people of Eden who were in Telassar?

13‘Where is the king of RHamath, the king of Arpad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah?’ ”

14And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it; and Hezekiah went up to the house of the LORD, and spread it before the LORD.

15Then Hezekiah prayed to the LORD, saying:

16“O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, the One who dwells between the cherubim, You are God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth.

17R“Incline Your ear, O LORD, and hear; open Your eyes, O LORD, and see; and hear all the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to reproach the living God.

18“Truly, LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the nations and their lands, 

19“and have cast their gods into the fire; for they were Rnot gods, but the work of men’s hands—wood and stone. Therefore they destroyed them.

20“Now therefore, O LORD our God, Rsave us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may Rknow that You are the LORD, You alone.”

21Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel, ‘Because you have prayed to Me against Sennacherib king of Assyria, 

22‘this is the word which the LORD has spoken concerning him:

“The virgin, the daughter of Zion, 

Has despised you, laughed you to scorn;

The daughter of Jerusalem

Has shaken her head behind your back!

23“Whom have you reproached and blasphemed?

Against whom have you raised your voice, 

And lifted up your eyes on high?

Against the Holy One of Israel.

24By your servants you have reproached the Lord, 

And said, ‘By the multitude of my chariots

I have come up to the height of the mountains, 

To the limits of Lebanon;

I will cut down its tall cedars

And its choice cypress trees;

I will enter its farthest height, 

To its fruitful forest.

25I have dug and drunk water, 

And with the soles of my feet I have dried up

All the brooks of defense.’

26“Did you not hear Rlong ago

How I made it, 

From ancient times that I formed it?

Now I have brought it to pass, 

That you should be

For crushing fortified cities into heaps of ruins.

27Therefore their inhabitants had little power;

They were dismayed and confounded;

They were as the grass of the field

And the green herb, 

As the grass on the housetops

And grain blighted before it is grown.

28“But I know your dwelling place, 

Your going out and your coming in, 

And your rage against Me.

29Because your rage against Me and your tumult

Have come up to My ears, 

Therefore RI will put My hook in your nose

And My bridle in your lips, 

And I will turn you back

By the way which you came.” ’

30“This shall be a sign to you:

You shall eat this year such as grows of itself, 

And the second year what springs from the same;

Also in the third year sow and reap, 

Plant vineyards and eat the fruit of them.

31And the remnant who have escaped of the house of Judah

Shall again take root downward, 

And bear fruit upward.

32For out of Jerusalem shall go a remnant, 

And those who escape from Mount Zion.

The Rzeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

33“Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria:

‘He shall not come into this city, 

Nor shoot an arrow there, 

Nor come before it with shield, 

Nor build a siege mound against it.

34By the way that he came, 

By the same shall he return;

And he shall not come into this city, ’

Says the LORD.

35‘For I will Rdefend this city, to save it

For My own sake and for My servant RDavid’s sake.’ ”

36Then the angel* of the LORD went out, and killed in the camp of the Assyrians one hundred and eighty-five thousand; and when people arose early in the morning, there were the corpses—all dead.

37So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and went away, returned home, and remained at Nineveh.

38Now it came to pass, as he was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his god, that his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer struck him down with the sword; and they escaped into the land of Ararat. Then REsarhaddon his son reigned in his place.




CHAPTER 38

Hezekiah’s Salvation from Sickness

1In Rthose days Hezekiah was sick and near death. And Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, went to him and said to him, “Thus says the LORD: ‘Set your house in order, for you shall die and not live.’ ”

2Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed to the LORD, 

3and said, R“Remember now, O LORD, I pray, how I have walked before You in truth and with a loyal heart, and have done what is good in Your Rsight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly.

4And the word of the LORD came to Isaiah, saying, 

5“Go and tell Hezekiah, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of David your father: “I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; surely I will add to your days fifteen years.

6“I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria, and RI will defend this city.” ’

7“And this is Rthe sign to you from the LORD, that the LORD will do this thing which He has spoken:

8“Behold, I will bring the shadow on the sundial, which has gone down with the sun on the sundial of Ahaz, ten degrees backward.” So the sun returned ten degrees on the dial by which it had gone down.

9This is the writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick and had recovered from his sickness:

10I said, 

“In the prime of my life

I shall go to the gates of Sheol;

I am deprived of the remainder of my years.”

11I said, 

“I shall not see YAH, 

The LORD* in the land of the living;

I shall observe man no more among the inhabitants of the world.*

12RMy life span is gone, 

Taken from me like a shepherd’s tent;

I have cut off my life like a weaver.

He cuts me off from the loom;

From day until night You make an end of me.

13I have considered until morning—

Like a lion, 

So He breaks all my bones;

From day until night You make an end of me.

14Like a crane or a swallow, so I chattered;

RI mourned like a dove;

My eyes fail from looking upward.

O LORD, * I am oppressed;

TUndertake for me!

15“What shall I say?

He has both spoken to me, *

And He Himself has done it.

I shall walk carefully all my years

RIn the bitterness of my soul.

16O Lord, by these things men live;

And in all these things is the life of my spirit;

So You will restore me and make me live.

17Indeed it was for my own peace

That I had great bitterness;

But You have lovingly delivered my soul from the pit of corruption, 

For You have cast all my sins behind Your back.

18For RSheol cannot thank You, 

Death cannot praise You;

Those who go down to the pit cannot hope for Your truth.

19The living, the living man, he shall praise You, 

As I do this day;

RThe father shall make known Your truth to the children.

20“The LORD was ready to save me;

Therefore we will sing my songs with stringed instruments

All the days of our life, in the house of the LORD.”

21Now RIsaiah had said, “Let them take a lump of figs, and apply it as a poultice on the boil, and he shall recover.”

22And RHezekiah had said, “What is the sign that I shall go up to the house of the LORD?”




CHAPTER 39

Hezekiah’s Sin

1At that time Merodach-Baladan* the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that he had been sick and had recovered.

2And Hezekiah was pleased with them, and showed them the house of his treasures—the silver and gold, the spices and precious ointment, and all his armory—all that was found among his treasures. There was nothing in his house or in all his dominion that Hezekiah did not show them.

3Then Isaiah the prophet went to King Hezekiah, and said to him, “What did these men say, and from where did they come to you?” So Hezekiah said, “They came to me from a far country, from Babylon.”

4And he said, “What have they seen in your house?” So Hezekiah answered, “They have seen all that is in my house; there is nothing among my treasures that I have not shown them.”

5Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the LORD of hosts:

6‘Behold, the days are coming Rwhen all that is in your house, and what your fathers have accumulated until this day, shall be carried to Babylon; nothing shall be left, ’ says the LORD.

7‘And they shall take away some of your Rsons who will descend from you, whom you will beget; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.’ ”

8So Hezekiah said to Isaiah, R“The word of the LORD which you have spoken is good!” For he said, “At least there will be peace and truth in my days.”




CHAPTER 40

Comfort Because of Israel’s Deliverance

1“Comfort, yes, comfort My people!” Says your God.

2“Speak Tcomfort to Jerusalem, and cry out to her, 

That her warfare is ended, 

That her iniquity is pardoned;

RFor she has received from the LORD’s hand

Double for all her sins.”

3RThe voice of one crying in the wilderness:

R“Prepare the way of the LORD;

RMake straight in the desert*

A highway for our God.

4Every valley shall be exalted

And every mountain and hill brought low;

RThe crooked places shall be made Tstraight

And the rough places smooth;

5The glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

And all flesh shall see it together;

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

6The voice said, “Cry out!”

And he* said, “What shall I cry?”

R“All flesh is grass, 

And all its loveliness is like the flower of the field.

7The grass withers, the flower fades, 

Because the breath of the LORD blows upon it;

Surely the people are grass.

8The grass withers, the flower fades, 

But Rthe word of our God stands forever.”

9O Zion, 

You who bring good tidings, 

Get up into the high mountain;

O Jerusalem, 

You who bring good tidings, 

Lift up your voice with strength, 

Lift it up, be not afraid;

Say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!”

10Behold, the Lord GOD shall come Twith a strong hand, 

And His arm shall rule for Him;

Behold, RHis reward is with Him, 

And His work before Him.

11He will Rfeed His flock like a shepherd;

He will gather the lambs with His arm, 

And carry them in His bosom, 

And gently lead those who are with young.

Comfort Because of God’s Character

12RWho has measured the waters* in the hollow of His hand, 

Measured heaven with a span

And calculated the dust of the earth in a measure?

Weighed the mountains in scales

And the hills in a balance?

13Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD, 

Or as His counselor has taught Him?

14With whom did He take counsel, and who instructed Him, 

And Rtaught Him in the path of justice?

Who taught Him knowledge, 

And showed Him the way of understanding?

15Behold, the nations are as a drop in a bucket, 

And are counted as the small dust on the scales;

Look, He lifts up the isles as a very little thing.

16And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, 

Nor its beasts sufficient for a burnt offering.

17All nations before Him are as nothing, 

And Rthey are counted by Him less than nothing and worthless.

18To whom then will you Rliken God?

Or what likeness will you compare to Him?

19The workman molds an image, 

The goldsmith overspreads it with gold, 

And the silversmith casts silver chains.

20Whoever is too impoverished for such Ta contribution

Chooses a tree that will not rot;

He seeks for himself a skillful workman

RTo prepare a carved image that will not totter.

21RHave you not known?

Have you not heard?

Has it not been told you from the beginning?

Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?

22It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, 

And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, 

Who Rstretches out the heavens like a curtain, 

And spreads them out like a Rtent to dwell in.

23He Tbrings the Rprinces to nothing;

He makes the judges of the earth useless.

24Scarcely shall they be planted, 

Scarcely shall they be sown, 

Scarcely shall their stock take root in the earth, 

When He will also blow on them, 

And they will wither, 

And the whirlwind will take them away like stubble.

25“ToR whom then will you liken Me, 

Or to whom shall I be equal?” says the Holy One.

26Lift up your eyes on high, 

And see who has created these things, 

Who brings out their host by number;

RHe calls them all by name, 

By the greatness of His might

And the strength of His power;

Not one is missing.

27RWhy do you say, O Jacob, 

And speak, O Israel:

“My way is hidden from the LORD, 

And my just claim is passed over by my God”?

28Have you not known?

Have you not heard?

The everlasting God, the LORD, 

The Creator of the ends of the earth, 

Neither faints nor is weary.

His understanding is unsearchable.

29He gives power to the weak, 

And to those who have no might He increases strength.

30Even the youths shall faint and be weary, 

And the young men shall utterly fall, 

31But those who Rwait on the LORD

RShall renew their strength;

They shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

They shall run and not be weary, 

They shall walk and not faint.




CHAPTER 41

Comfort Because of God’s Greatness

1“Keep Rsilence before Me, O coastlands, And let the people renew their strength!

Let them come near, then let them speak;

Let us Rcome near together for judgment.

2“Who raised up one Rfrom the east?

Who in righteousness called him to His feet?

Who gave the nations before him, 

And made him rule over kings?

Who gave them as the dust to his sword, 

As driven stubble to his bow?

3Who pursued them, and passed Tsafely

By the way that he had not gone with his feet?

4RWho has performed and done it, 

Calling the generations from the beginning?

‘I, the LORD, am Rthe first;

And with the last I am RHe.’ ”

5The coastlands saw it and feared, 

The ends of the earth were afraid;

They drew near and came.

6REveryone helped his neighbor, 

And said to his brother, 

T“Be of good courage!”

7RSo the craftsman encouraged the Rgoldsmith;T

He who smooths with the hammer inspired him who strikes the anvil, 

Saying, “It is ready for the soldering”;

Then he fastened it with pegs, 

RThat it might not totter.

8“But you, Israel, are My servant, 

Jacob whom I have Rchosen, 

The descendants of Abraham My Rfriend.

9You whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, 

And called from its farthest regions, 

And said to you, 

‘You are My servant, 

I have chosen you and have not cast you away:

10RFear not, Rfor I am with you;

Be not dismayed, for I am your God.

I will strengthen you, 

Yes, I will help you, 

I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.’

11“Behold, all those who were incensed against you

Shall be Rashamed and disgraced;

They shall be as nothing, 

And those who strive with you shall perish.

12You shall seek them and not find them—

Those who contended with you.

Those who war against you

Shall be as nothing, 

As a nonexistent thing.

13For I, the LORD your God, will hold your right hand, 

Saying to you, ‘Fear not, I will help you.’

14“Fear not, you Rworm Jacob, 

You men of Israel!

I will help you, ” says the LORD

And your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel.

15“Behold, RI will make you into a new threshing sledge with sharp teeth;

You shall thresh the mountains and beat them small, 

And make the hills like chaff.

16You shall Rwinnow them, the wind shall carry them away, 

And the whirlwind shall scatter them;

You shall Rrejoice in the LORD, 

And glory in the Holy One of Israel.

17“The poor and needy seek water, but there is none, 

Their tongues fail for thirst.

I, the LORD, will hear them;

I, the God of Israel, will not Rforsake them.

18I will open Rrivers in desolate heights, 

And fountains in the midst of the valleys;

I will make the Rwilderness a pool of water, 

And the dry land springs of water.

19I will plant in the wilderness the cedar and the acacia tree, 

The myrtle and the oil tree;

I will set in the Rdesert the cypress tree and the pine

And the box tree together, 

20RThat they may see and know, 

And consider and understand together, 

That the hand of the LORD has done this, 

And the Holy One of Israel has created it.

21“Present your case, ” says the LORD.

“Bring forth your strong reasons, ” says the RKing of Jacob.

22“LetR them bring forth and show us what will happen;

Let them show the Rformer things, what they were, 

That we may consider them, 

And know the latter end of them;

Or declare to us things to come.

23RShow the things that are to come hereafter, 

That we may know that you are gods;

Yes, Rdo good or do evil, 

That we may be dismayed and see it together.

24Indeed Ryou are nothing, 

And your work is nothing;

He who chooses you is an abomination.

25“I have raised up one from the north, 

And he shall come;

From the Trising of the sun Rhe shall call on My name;

RAnd he shall come against princes as though mortar, 

As the potter treads clay.

26RWho has declared from the beginning, that we may know?

And former times, that we may say, ‘He is righteous’?

Surely there is no one who shows, 

Surely there is no one who declares, 

Surely there is no one who hears your words.

27RThe first time RI said to Zion, 

‘Look, there they are!’

And I will give to Jerusalem one who brings good tidings.

28RFor I looked, and there was no man;

I looked among them, but there was no counselor, 

Who, when I asked of them, could answer a word.

29RIndeed they are all worthless;*

Their works are nothing;

Their molded images are wind and confusion.




CHAPTER 42

Comfort Because of God’s Servant

1“Behold! RMy Servant whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul Rdelights!

RI have put My Spirit upon Him;

He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles.

2He will not cry out, nor raise His voice, 

Nor cause His voice to be heard in the street.

3A bruised reed He will not break, 

And smoking flax He will not quench;

He will bring forth justice for truth.

4He will not fail nor be discouraged, 

Till He has established justice in the earth;

RAnd the coastlands shall wait for His law.”

5Thus says God the LORD, 

RWho created the heavens and stretched them out, 

Who spread forth the earth and that which comes from it, 

Who gives breath to the people on it, 

And spirit to those who walk on it:

6“I, R the LORD, have called You in Rrighteousness, 

And will hold Your hand;

I will keep You Rand give You as a covenant to the people, 

As Ra light to the Gentiles, 

7RTo open blind eyes, 

To Rbring out prisoners from the prison, 

Those who sit in Rdarkness from the prison house.

8I am the LORD, that is My name;

And My glory I will not give to another, 

Nor My praise to carved images.

9Behold, the former things have come to pass, 

And new things I declare;

Before they spring forth I tell you of them.”

10RSing to the LORD a new song, 

And His praise from the ends of the earth, 

RYou who go down to the sea, and Tall that is in it, 

You coastlands and you inhabitants of them!

11Let the wilderness and its cities lift up their voice, 

The villages that Kedar inhabits.

Let the inhabitants of Sela sing, 

Let them shout from the top of the mountains.

12Let them give glory to the LORD, 

And declare His praise in the coastlands.

13The LORD shall go forth like a mighty man;

He shall stir up His zeal like a man of war.

He shall cry out, yes, shout aloud;

He shall prevail against His enemies.

14“I have held My peace a long time, 

I have been still and restrained Myself.

Now I will cry like a woman in Tlabor, 

I will pant and gasp at once.

15I will lay waste the mountains and hills, 

And dry up all their vegetation;

I will make the rivers coastlands, 

And I will dry up the pools.

16I will bring the blind by a way they did not know;

I will lead them in paths they have not known.

I will make darkness light before them, 

And crooked places straight.

These things I will do for them, 

And not forsake them.

17They shall be Rturned back, 

They shall be greatly ashamed, 

Who trust in carved images, 

Who say to the molded images, 

‘You are our gods.’

18“Hear, you deaf;

And look, you blind, that you may see.

19Who is blind but My servant, 

Or deaf as My messenger whom I send?

Who is blind as he who is perfect, 

And blind as the LORD’s servant?

20Seeing many things, Rbut you do not observe;

Opening the ears, but he does not hear.”

21The LORD is well pleased for His righteousness’ sake;

He will exalt the law and make it honorable.

22But this is a people robbed and plundered;

All of them are snared in holes, 

And they are hidden in prison houses;

They are for prey, and no one delivers;

For plunder, and no one says, “Restore!”

23Who among you will give ear to this?

Who will listen and hear for the time to come?

24Who gave Jacob for plunder, and Israel to the robbers?

Was it not the LORD, 

He against whom we have sinned?

For they would not walk in His ways, 

Nor were they obedient to His law.

25Therefore He has poured on him the fury of His anger

And the strength of battle;

It has set him on fire all around, 

RYet he did not know;

And it burned him, 

Yet he did not take it to Rheart.




CHAPTER 43

Comfort Because of Israel’s Restoration

1But now, thus says the LORD, who created you, O Jacob, 

And He who formed you, O Israel:

“Fear not, Rfor I have redeemed you;

RI have called you by your name;

You are Mine.

2RWhen you pass through the waters, RI will be with you;

And through the rivers, they shall not overflow you.

When you Rwalk through the fire, you shall not be burned, 

Nor shall the flame scorch you.

3For I am the LORD your God, 

The Holy One of Israel, your Savior;

I gave Egypt for your ransom, 

Ethiopia and Seba in your place.

4Since you were precious in My sight, 

You have been honored, 

And I have Rloved you;

Therefore I will give men for you, 

And people for your life.

5RFear not, for I am with you;

I will bring your descendants from the east, 

And Rgather you from the west;

6I will say to the Rnorth, ‘Give them up!’

And to the south, ‘Do not keep them back!’

Bring My sons from afar, 

And My daughters from the ends of the earth—

7Everyone who is Rcalled by My name, 

Whom RI have created for My glory;

I have formed him, yes, I have made him.”

8RBring out the blind people who have eyes, 

And the Rdeaf who have ears.

9Let all the nations be gathered together, 

And let the people be assembled.

Who among them can declare this, 

And show us former things?

Let them bring out their witnesses, that they may be justified;

Or let them hear and say, “It is truth.”

10“YouR are My witnesses, ” says the LORD, 

“And My servant whom I have chosen, 

That you may know and believe Me, 

And understand that I am He.

Before Me there was no God formed, 

Nor shall there be after Me.

11I, even I, Ram the LORD, 

And besides Me there is no savior.

12I have declared and saved, 

I have proclaimed, 

And there was no Rforeign god among you;

RTherefore you are My witnesses, ”

Says the LORD, “that I am God.

13RIndeed before the day was, I am He;

And there is no one who can deliver out of My hand;

I work, and who will reverse it?”

14Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, 

The Holy One of Israel:

“For your sake I will send to Babylon, 

And bring them all down as fugitives—

The Chaldeans, who rejoice in their ships.

15I am the LORD, your Holy One, 

The Creator of Israel, your King.”

16Thus says the LORD, who Rmakes a way in the sea

And a path through the mighty waters, 

17Who Rbrings forth the chariot and horse, 

The army and the power

(They shall lie down together, they shall not rise;

They are extinguished, they are quenched like a wick):

18“DoR not remember the former things, 

Nor consider the things of old.

19Behold, I will do a Rnew thing, 

Now it shall spring forth;

Shall you not know it?

RI will even make a road in the wilderness

And rivers in the desert.

20The beast of the field will honor Me, 

The jackals and the ostriches, 

Because RI give waters in the wilderness

And rivers in the desert, 

To give drink to My people, My chosen.

21This people I have formed for Myself;

They shall declare My Rpraise.

22“But you have not called upon Me, O Jacob;

And you Rhave been weary of Me, O Israel.

23RYou have not brought Me the sheep for your burnt offerings, 

Nor have you honored Me with your sacrifices.

I have not caused you to serve with grain offerings, 

Nor wearied you with incense.

24You have bought Me no sweet cane with money, 

Nor have you satisfied Me with the fat of your sacrifices;

But you have burdened Me with your sins, 

You have Rwearied Me with your iniquities.

25“I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake;

And I will not remember your sins.

26Put Me in remembrance;

Let us contend together;

State your case, that you may be Tacquitted.

27Your first father sinned, 

And your Tmediators have transgressed against Me.

28Therefore I will profane the princes of the sanctuary;

RI will give Jacob to the curse, 

And Israel to reproaches.




CHAPTER 44

1“Yet hear now, O Jacob My servant, And Israel whom I have chosen.

2Thus says the LORD who made you

And formed you from the womb, who will help you:

‘Fear not, O Jacob My servant;

And you, Jeshurun, whom I have chosen.

3For I will pour water on him who is thirsty, 

And floods on the dry ground;

I will pour My Spirit on your descendants, 

And My blessing on your offspring;

4They will spring up among the grass

Like willows by the watercourses.’

5One will say, ‘I am the LORD’s’;

Another will call himself by the name of Jacob;

Another will write with his hand, ‘The LORD’s, ’

And name himself by the name of Israel.

6“Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 

And his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:

R‘I am the First and I am the Last;

Besides Me there is no God.

7And Rwho can proclaim as I do?

Then let him declare it and set it in order for Me, 

Since I appointed the ancient people.

And the things that are coming and shall come, 

Let them show these to them.

8Do not fear, nor be afraid;

RHave I not told you from that time, and declared it?

RYou are My witnesses.

Is there a God besides Me?

Indeed Rthere is no other Rock;

I know not one.’ ”

9RThose who make an image, all of them are useless, 

And their precious things shall not profit;

They are their own witnesses;

RThey neither see nor know, that they may be ashamed.

10Who would form a god or mold an image

RThat profits him nothing?

11Surely all his companions would be Rashamed;

And the workmen, they are mere men.

Let them all be gathered together, 

Let them stand up;

Yet they shall fear, 

They shall be ashamed together.

12RThe blacksmith with the tongs works one in the coals, 

Fashions it with hammers, 

And works it with the strength of his arms.

Even so, he is hungry, and his strength fails;

He drinks no water and is faint.

13The craftsman stretches out his rule, 

He marks one out with chalk;

He fashions it with a plane, 

He marks it out with the compass, 

And makes it like the figure of a man, 

According to the beauty of a man, that it may remain in the house.

14He cuts down cedars for himself, 

And takes the cypress and the oak;

He Tsecures it for himself among the trees of the forest.

He plants a pine, and the rain nourishes it.

15Then it shall be for a man to burn, 

For he will take some of it and warm himself;

Yes, he kindles it and bakes bread;

Indeed he makes a god and worships it;

He makes it a carved image, and falls down to it.

16He burns half of it in the fire;

With this half he eats meat;

He roasts a roast, and is satisfied.

He even warms himself and says, 

“Ah! I am warm, 

I have seen the fire.”

17And the rest of it he makes into a god, 

His carved image.

He falls down before it and worships it, 

Prays to it and says, 

“Deliver me, for you are my god!”

18They do not know nor understand;

For RHe has shut their eyes, so that they cannot see, 

And their hearts, so that they cannot Runderstand.

19And no one Rconsiders in his heart, 

Nor is there knowledge nor understanding to say, 

“I have burned half of it in the fire, 

Yes, I have also baked bread on its coals;

I have roasted meat and eaten it;

And shall I make the rest of it an abomination?

Shall I fall down before a block of wood?”

20He feeds on ashes;

RA deceived heart has turned him aside;

And he cannot deliver his soul, 

Nor say, “Is there not a Rlie in my right hand?”

21“Remember these, O Jacob, 

And Israel, for you are My servant;

I have formed you, you are My servant;

O Israel, you will not be Rforgotten by Me!

22RI have blotted out, like a thick cloud, your transgressions, 

And like a cloud, your sins.

Return to Me, for RI have redeemed you.”

23Sing, O Rheavens, for the LORD has done it!

Shout, you lower parts of the earth;

Break forth into singing, you mountains, 

O forest, and every tree in it!

For the LORD has redeemed Jacob, 

And glorified Himself in Israel

24Thus says the LORD, Ryour Redeemer, 

And RHe who formed you from the womb:

“I am the LORD, who makes all things, 

RWho stretches out the heavens Tall alone, 

Who spreads abroad the earth by Myself;

25Who Rfrustrates the signs Rof the babblers, 

And drives diviners mad;

Who turns wise men backward, 

And makes their knowledge foolishness;

26RWho confirms the word of His servant, 

And performs the counsel of His messengers;

Who says to Jerusalem, ‘You shall be inhabited, ’

To the cities of Judah, ‘You shall be built, ’

And I will raise up her waste places;

27Who says to the deep, ‘Be dry!

And I will dry up your rivers’;

28Who says of RCyrus, ‘He is My shepherd, 

And he shall perform all My pleasure, 

Saying to Jerusalem, R“You shall be built, ”

And to the temple, “Your foundation shall be laid.” ’




CHAPTER 45

Comfort Because of God’s Use of Cyrus

1“Thus says the LORD to His anointed, To RCyrus, whose Rright hand I have held—

RTo subdue nations before him

And Rloose the armor of kings, 

To open before him the double doors, 

So that the gates will not be shut:

2‘I will go before you

RAnd make the crooked places* straight;

RI will break in pieces the gates of bronze

And cut the bars of iron.

3I will give you the treasures of darkness

And hidden riches of secret places, 

That you may know that I, the LORD, 

Who Rcall you by your name, 

Am the God of Israel.

4For RJacob My servant’s sake, 

And Israel My elect, 

I have even called you by your name;

I have named you, though you have not known Me.

5I am the LORD, and Rthere is no other;

There is no God besides Me.

RI will gird you, though you have not known Me, 

6RThat they may know from the rising of the sun to its setting

That there is none besides Me.

I am the LORD, and there is no other;

7I form the light and create darkness, 

I make peace and create calamity;

I, the LORD, do all these things.’

8“RainR down, you heavens, from above, 

And let the skies pour down righteousness;

Let the earth open, let them bring forth salvation, 

And let righteousness spring up together.

I, the LORD, have created it.

9“Woe to him who strives with Rhis Maker!

Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth!

RShall the clay say to him who forms it, ‘What are you making?’

Or shall your handiwork say, ‘He has no hands’?

10Woe to him who says to his father, ‘What are you begetting?’

Or to the woman, ‘What have you brought forth?’ ”

11Thus says the LORD, 

The Holy One of Israel, and his Maker:

R“Ask Me of things to come concerning RMy sons;

And concerning Rthe work of My hands, you command Me.

12RI have made the earth, 

And Rcreated man on it.

I—My hands—stretched out the heavens, 

And all their host I have commanded.

13RI have raised him up in righteousness, 

And I will direct all his ways;

He shall Rbuild My city

And let My exiles go free, 

RNot for price nor reward, ”

Says the LORD of hosts.

14Thus says the LORD:

R“The labor of Egypt and merchandise of Cush

And of the Sabeans, men of stature, 

Shall come over to you, and they shall be yours;

They shall walk behind you, 

They shall come over in chains;

And they shall bow down to you.

They will make supplication to you, saying, R‘Surely God is in you, 

And there is no other;

RThere is no other God.’ ”

15Truly You are God, Rwho hide Yourself, 

O God of Israel, the Savior!

16They shall be Rashamed

And also disgraced, all of them;

They shall go in confusion together, 

Who are makers of idols.

17But Israel shall be saved by the LORD

With an Reverlasting salvation;

You shall not be ashamed or Rdisgraced

Forever and ever.

18For thus says the LORD, 

RWho created the heavens, 

Who is God, 

Who formed the earth and made it, 

Who has established it, 

Who did not create it in vain, 

Who formed it to be inhabited:

“I am the LORD, and there is no other.

19I have not spoken in secret, 

In a dark place of the earth;

I did not say to the seed of Jacob, 

‘Seek Me Tin vain’;

I, the LORD, speak righteousness, 

I declare things that are right.

20“Assemble yourselves and come;

Draw near together, 

You who have escaped from the nations.

RThey have no knowledge, 

Who carry the wood of their carved image, 

And pray to a god that cannot save.

21Tell and bring forth your case;

Yes, let them take counsel together.

RWho has declared this from ancient time?

Who has told it from that time?

Have not I, the LORD?

RAnd there is no other God besides Me, 

A just God and a Savior;

There is none besides Me.

22“Look to Me, and be saved, 

RAll you ends of the earth!

For I am God, and there is no other.

23RI have sworn by Myself;

The word has gone out of My mouth in righteousness, 

And shall not return, 

That to Me every knee shall bow, 

Every tongue shall take an oath.

24He shall say, 

‘Surely in the LORD I have Rrighteousness and strength.

To Him men shall come, 

And Rall shall be ashamed

Who are incensed against Him.

25In the LORD all the descendants of Israel

Shall be justified, and shall glory.’ ”




CHAPTER 46

Destruction of Babylon’s Idols

1 Bel Rbows down, Nebo stoops; Their idols were on the beasts and on the cattle.

Your carriages were heavily loaded, 

RA burden to the weary beast.

2They stoop, they bow down together;

They could not deliver the burden, 

But have themselves gone into captivity.

3“Listen to Me, O house of Jacob, 

And all the remnant of the house of Israel, 

RWho have been upheld by Me from Tbirth, 

Who have been carried from the womb:

4Even to your old age, I am He, 

And even to gray hairs RI will carry you!

I have made, and I will bear;

Even I will carry, and will deliver you.

5“ToR whom will you liken Me, and make Me equal

And compare Me, that we should be alike?

6RThey lavish gold out of the bag, 

And weigh silver on the scales;

They hire a Rgoldsmith, and he makes it a god;

They prostrate themselves, yes, they worship.

7RThey bear it on the shoulder, they carry it

And set it in its place, and it stands;

From its place it shall not move.

Though Rone cries out to it, yet it cannot answer

Nor save him out of his trouble.

8“Remember this, and Tshow yourselves men;

Recall to mind, O you transgressors.

9Remember the former things of old

For I am God, and there is no other;

I am God, and there is none like Me, 

10RDeclaring the end from the beginning, 

And from ancient times things that are not yet done, 

Saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, 

And I will do all My pleasure, ’

11Calling a bird of prey from the east, 

The man Rwho executes My counsel, from a far country.

Indeed RI have spoken it;

I will also bring it to pass.

I have purposed it;

I will also do it.

12“Listen to Me, you Rstubborn-hearted, 

Who are far from righteousness:

13RI bring My righteousness near, it shall not be far off;

My salvation Rshall not linger.

And I will place Rsalvation in Zion, 

For Israel My glory.




CHAPTER 47

Destruction of Babylon

1“Come down and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon;

Sit on the ground without a throne, 

O daughter of the Chaldeans!

For you shall no more be called

Tender and Tdelicate.

2RTake the millstones and grind meal.

Remove your veil, 

Take off the skirt, 

Uncover the thigh, 

Pass through the rivers.

3Your nakedness shall be uncovered, 

Yes, your shame will be seen;

RI will take vengeance, 

And I will not arbitrate with a man.”

4As for Rour Redeemer, the LORD of hosts is His name, 

The Holy One of Israel.

5“Sit in Rsilence, and go into darkness, 

O daughter of the Chaldeans;

RFor you shall no longer be called

The Lady of Kingdoms.

6I was angry with My people;

I have profaned My inheritance, 

And given them into your hand.

You showed them no mercy;

ROn the elderly you laid your yoke very heavily.

7And you said, ‘I shall be Ra lady forever, ’

So that you did not Rtake these things to heart, 

Nor remember the latter end of them.

8“Therefore hear this now, you who are given to pleasures, 

Who dwell securely, 

Who say in your heart, 

‘I am, and there is no one else besides me;

I shall not sit as a widow, 

Nor shall I know the loss of children’;

9But these two things shall come to you

RIn a moment, in one day:

The loss of children, and widowhood.

They shall come upon you in their fullness

Because of the multitude of your sorceries, 

For the great abundance of your enchantments.

10“For you have trusted in your wickedness;

You have said, ‘No one Rsees me’;

Your wisdom and your knowledge have Twarped you;

And you have said in your heart, 

‘I am, and there is no one else besides me.’

11Therefore evil shall come upon you;

You shall not know from where it arises.

And trouble shall fall upon you;

You will not be able to put it off.

And Rdesolation shall come upon you Rsuddenly, 

Which you shall not know.

12“Stand now with your enchantments

And the multitude of your sorceries, 

In which you have labored from your youth—

Perhaps you will be able to profit, 

Perhaps you will prevail.

13RYou are wearied in the multitude of your counsels;

Let now Rthe astrologers, the stargazers, 

And the monthly prognosticators

Stand up and save you

From what shall come upon you.

14Behold, they shall be as stubble, 

The fire shall Rburn them;

They shall not deliver themselves

From the power of the flame;

It shall not be a coal to be warmed by, 

Nor a fire to sit before!

15Thus shall they be to you

With whom you have labored, 

RYour merchants from your youth;

They shall wander each one to his Tquarter.

No one shall save you.




CHAPTER 48

Declaration of Judah’s Chastening

1“Hear this, O house of Jacob, Who are called by the name of Israel, 

And have come forth from the wellsprings of Judah;

Who swear by the name of the LORD, 

And make mention of the God of Israel, 

But not in truth or in righteousness;

2For they call themselves Rafter the holy city, 

And Rlean on the God of Israel;

The LORD of hosts is His name:

3“I have Rdeclared the former things from the beginning;

They went forth from My mouth, and I caused them to hear it.

Suddenly I did them, Rand they came to pass.

4Because I knew that you were Tobstinate, 

And Ryour neck was an iron sinew, 

And your brow bronze, 

5Even from the beginning I have declared it to you;

Before it came to pass I proclaimed it to you, 

Lest you should say, ‘My idol has done them, 

And my carved image and my molded image

Have commanded them.’

6“You have heard;

See all this.

And will you not declare it?

I have made you hear new things from this time, 

Even hidden things, and you did not know them.

7They are created now and not from the beginning;

And before this day you have not heard them, 

Lest you should say, ‘Of course I knew them.’

8Surely you did not hear, 

Surely you did not know;

Surely from long ago your ear was not opened.

For I knew that you would deal very treacherously, 

And were called Ra transgressor from the womb.

9“ForR My name’s sake RI will defer My anger, 

And for My praise I will restrain it from you, 

So that I do not cut you off.

10Behold, RI have refined you, but not as silver;

I have tested you in the Rfurnace of affliction.

11For My own sake, for My own sake, I will do it;

For how should My name be profaned?

And I will not give My glory to another

12“Listen to Me, O Jacob, 

And Israel, My called:

I am He, RI am the RFirst, 

I am also the Last.

13Indeed RMy hand has laid the foundation of the earth, 

And My right hand has stretched out the heavens;

When RI call to them, 

They stand up together.

14“All of you, assemble yourselves, and hear!

Who among them has declared these things?

RThe LORD loves him;

RHe shall do His pleasure on Babylon, 

And His arm shall be against the Chaldeans.

15I, even I, have spoken;

Yes, RI have called him, 

I have brought him, and his way will prosper.

16“Come near to Me, hear this:

RI have not spoken in secret from the beginning;

From the time that it was, I was there.

And now Rthe Lord GOD and His Spirit

Have* sent Me.”

17Thus says Rthe LORD, your Redeemer, 

The Holy One of Israel:

“I am the LORD your God, 

Who teaches you to profit, 

RWho leads you by the way you should go.

18ROh, that you had heeded My commandments!

RThen your peace would have been like a river, 

And your righteousness like the waves of the sea.

19RYour descendants also would have been like the sand, 

And the offspring of your body like the grains of sand;

His name would not have been cut off

Nor destroyed from before Me.”

20RGo forth from Babylon!

Flee from the Chaldeans!

With a voice of singing, 

Declare, proclaim this, 

Utter it to the end of the earth;

Say, “The LORD has Rredeemed

His servant Jacob!”

21And they Rdid not thirst

When He led them through the deserts;

He Rcaused the waters to flow from the rock for them;

He also split the rock, and the waters gushed out.

22“ThereR is no peace, ” says the LORD, “for the wicked.”




CHAPTER 49

The Messiah’s Mission

1“Listen, RO coastlands, to Me,  And take heed, you peoples from afar!

RThe LORD has called Me from the womb;

From the matrix of My mother He has made mention of My name.

2And He has made RMy mouth like a sharp sword;

RIn the shadow of His hand He has hidden Me, 

And made Me Ra polished shaft;

In His quiver He has hidden Me.”

3“And He said to me, 

R‘You are My servant, O Israel, 

RIn whom I will be glorified.’

4RThen I said, ‘I have labored in vain, 

I have spent my strength for nothing and in vain;

Yet surely my Tjust reward is with the LORD, 

And my work with my God.’ ”

5“And now the LORD says, 

Who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, 

To bring Jacob back to Him, 

So that Israel Ris gathered to Him*

(For I shall be glorious in the eyes of the LORD, 

And My God shall be My strength), 

6Indeed He says, 

‘It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant

To raise up the tribes of Jacob, 

And to restore the preserved ones of Israel;

I will also give You as a Rlight to the Gentiles, 

That You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.’ ”

7Thus says the LORD, 

The Redeemer of Israel, their Holy One, 

RTo Him whom man despises, 

To Him whom the nation abhors, 

To the Servant of rulers:

R“Kings shall see and arise, 

Princes also shall worship, 

Because of the LORD who is faithful, 

The Holy One of Israel;

And He has chosen You.”

8Thus says the LORD:

“In an RacceptableT time I have heard You, 

And in the day of salvation I have helped You;

I will Tpreserve You Rand give You

As a covenant to the people, 

To restore the earth, 

To cause them to inherit the desolate Theritages;

9That You may say Rto the prisoners, ‘Go forth, ’

To those who are in darkness, ‘Show yourselves.’

“They shall feed along the roads, 

And their pastures shall be on all desolate heights.

10They shall neither Rhunger nor thirst, 

Neither heat nor sun shall strike them;

For He who has mercy on them Rwill lead them, 

Even by the springs of water He will guide them.

11RI will make each of My mountains a road, 

And My highways shall be elevated.

12Surely Rthese shall come from afar;

Look! Those from the north and the west, 

And these from the land of Sinim.”

13RSing, O heavens!

Be joyful, O earth!

And break out in singing, O mountains!

For the LORD has comforted His people, 

And will have mercy on His afflicted.

14RBut Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken me, 

And my Lord has forgotten me.”

15“CanR a woman forget her nursing child, 

And not have compassion on the son of her womb?

Surely they may forget, 

RYet I will not forget you.

16See, RI have inscribed you on the palms of My hands;

Your walls are continually before Me.

17Your sons* shall make haste;

Your destroyers and those who laid you waste

Shall go away from you.

18RLift up your eyes, look around and see;

All these gather together and come to you.

As I live, ” says the LORD, 

“You shall surely clothe yourselves with them all Ras an ornament, 

And bind them on you as a bride does.

19“For your waste and desolate places, 

And the land of your destruction, 

RWill even now be too small for the inhabitants;

And those who swallowed you up will be far away.

20RThe children you will have, 

After you have lost the others, 

Will say again in your ears, 

‘The place is too small for me;

Give me a place where I may dwell.’

21Then you will say in your heart, 

‘Who has begotten these for me, 

Since I have lost my children and am desolate, 

A captive, and wandering to and fro?

And who has brought these up?

There I was, left alone;

But these, where were they?’ ”

22RThus says the Lord GOD:

“Behold, I will lift My hand in an oath to the nations, 

And set up My Tstandard for the peoples;

They shall bring your sons in their Tarms, 

And your daughters shall be carried on their shoulders;

23RKings shall be your foster fathers, 

And their queens your nursing mothers;

They shall bow down to you with their faces to the earth, 

And Rlick up the dust of your feet.

Then you will know that I am the LORD, 

RFor they shall not be ashamed who wait for Me.”

24RShall the prey be taken from the mighty, 

Or the captives of the righteous* be delivered?

25But thus says the LORD:

“Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken away, 

And the prey of the terrible be delivered;

For I will contend with him who contends with you, 

And I will save your children.

26I will Rfeed those who oppress you with their own flesh, 

And they shall be drunk with their own Rblood as with sweet wine.

All flesh Rshall know

That I, the LORD, am your Savior, 

And your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.”




CHAPTER 50

The Messiah’s Obedience

1Thus says the LORD:

“Where is Rthe certificate of your mother’s divorce, 

Whom I have put away?

Or which of My Rcreditors is it to whom I have sold you?

For your iniquities Ryou have sold yourselves, 

And for your transgressions your mother has been put away.

2Why, when I came, was there no man?

Why, when I called, was there none to answer?

Is My hand shortened at all that it cannot redeem?

Or have I no power to deliver?

Indeed with My Rrebuke I dry up the sea, 

I make the rivers a wilderness;

Their fish stink because there is no water, 

And die of thirst.

3I clothe the heavens with blackness, 

And I make sackcloth their covering.”

4“TheR Lord GOD has given Me

The tongue of the learned, 

That I should know how to speak

A word in season to him who is Rweary.

He awakens Me morning by morning, 

He awakens My ear

To hear as the learned.

5The Lord GOD has opened My ear;

And I was not Rrebellious, 

Nor did I turn away.

6I gave My back to those who struck Me, 

And RMy cheeks to those who plucked out the beard;

I did not hide My face from shame and Rspitting.

7“For the Lord GOD will help Me;

Therefore I will not be disgraced;

Therefore RI have set My face like a flint, 

And I know that I will not be ashamed.

8RHe is near who justifies Me;

Who will contend with Me?

Let us stand together.

Who is My adversary?

Let him come near Me.

9Surely the Lord GOD Rwill help Me;

Who is he who will condemn Me?

RIndeed they will all grow old like a garment;

RThe moth will eat them up.

10“Who among you fears the LORD?

Who obeys the voice of His Servant?

Who Rwalks in darkness

And has no light?

RLet him trust in the name of the LORD

And rely upon his God.

11Look, all you who kindle a fire, 

Who encircle yourselves with sparks:

Walk in the light of your fire and in the sparks you have kindled—

This you shall have from My hand:

You shall lie down Rin torment.




CHAPTER 51

The Messiah’s Encouragement to Israel

1“Listen to Me, Ryou who Tfollow after righteousness, 

You who seek the LORD:

Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 

And to the hole of the pit from which you were dug.

2RLook to Abraham your father, 

And to Sarah who bore you;

RFor I called him alone, 

And blessed him and increased him.”

3For the LORD will Rcomfort Zion, 

He will comfort all her waste places;

He will make her wilderness like Eden, 

And her desert Rlike the garden of the LORD;

Joy and gladness will be found in it, 

Thanksgiving and the voice of melody.

4“Listen to Me, My people;

And give ear to Me, O My nation:

RFor law will proceed from Me, 

And I will make My justice rest

RAs a light of the peoples.

5RMy righteousness is near, 

My salvation has gone forth, 

And My arms will judge the peoples;

The coastlands will wait upon Me, 

And on My arm they will trust.

6RLift up your eyes to the heavens, 

And look on the earth beneath.

For Rthe heavens will vanish away like smoke, 

RThe earth will grow old like a garment, 

And those who dwell in it will die in like manner;

But My salvation will be Rforever, 

And My righteousness will not be Tabolished.

7“Listen to Me, you who know righteousness, 

You people in whose heart is My law:

Do not fear the reproach of men, 

Nor be afraid of their insults.

8For Rthe moth will eat them up like a garment, 

And the worm will eat them like wool;

But My righteousness will be forever, 

And My salvation from generation to generation.”

9RAwake, awake, Rput on strength, 

O arm of the LORD!

Awake Ras in the ancient days, 

In the generations of old.





RAre You not the arm that cut RRahab apart, 

And wounded the Rserpent?

10Are You not the One who Rdried up the sea, 

The waters of the great deep;

That made the depths of the sea a road

For the redeemed to cross over?

11So Rthe ransomed of the LORD shall return, 

And come to Zion with singing, 

With everlasting joy on their heads.

They shall obtain joy and gladness;

Sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

12“I, even I, am He Rwho comforts you.

Who are you that you should be afraid

Of a man who will die, 

And of the son of a man who will be made Rlike grass?

13And Ryou forget the LORD your Maker, 

Who stretched out the heavens

And laid the foundations of the earth;

You have feared continually every day

Because of the fury of the oppressor, 

When he has prepared to destroy.

And where is the fury of the oppressor?

14The captive exile hastens, that he may be loosed, 

That he should not die in the pit, 

And that his bread should not fail.

15But I am the LORD your God, 

Who Rdivided the sea whose waves roared—

The LORD of hosts is His name.

16And RI have put My words in your mouth;

RI have covered you with the shadow of My hand, 

That I may plant the heavens, 

Lay the foundations of the earth, 

And say to Zion, ‘You are My people.’ ”

17RAwake, awake!

Stand up, O Jerusalem, 

You who Rhave drunk at the hand of the LORD

The cup of His fury;

You have drunk the dregs of the cup of trembling, 

And drained it out.

18There is no one to guide her

Among all the sons she has brought forth;

Nor is there any who takes her by the hand

Among all the sons she has brought up.

19RThese two things have come to you;

Who will be sorry for you?—

Desolation and destruction, famine and sword—

RBy whom will I comfort you?

20RYour sons have fainted, 

They lie at the head of all the streets, 

Like an antelope in a net;

They are full of the fury of the LORD, 

The rebuke of your God.

21Therefore please hear this, you afflicted, 

And drunk Rbut not with wine.

22Thus says your Lord, 

The LORD and your God, 

Who Rpleads the cause of His people:

“See, I have taken out of your hand

The cup of trembling, 

The dregs of the cup of My fury;

You shall no longer drink it.

23RBut I will put it into the hand of those who afflict you, 

Who have said to you, *

‘Lie down, that we may walk over you.’

And you have laid your body like the ground, 

And as the street, for those who walk over.”




CHAPTER 52

1 Awake, awake! Put on your strength, O Zion;

Put on your beautiful garments, 

O Jerusalem, the holy city!

For the uncircumcised and the unclean

Shall no longer come to you.

2RShake yourself from the dust, arise;

Sit down, O Jerusalem!

RLoose yourself from the bonds of your neck, 

O captive daughter of Zion!

3For thus says the LORD:

R“You have sold yourselves for nothing, 

And you shall be redeemed Rwithout money.”

4For thus says the Lord GOD:

“My people went down at first

Into REgypt to Tdwell there;

Then the Assyrian oppressed them without cause.

5Now therefore, what have I here, ” says the LORD, 

“That My people are taken away for nothing?

Those who rule over them

Make them wail, ”* says the LORD, 

“And My name is Rblasphemed continually every day.

6Therefore My people shall know My name;

Therefore they shall know in that day

That I am He who speaks:

‘Behold, it is I.’ ”

7RHow beautiful upon the mountains

Are the feet of him who brings good news, 

Who proclaims peace, 

Who brings glad tidings of good things, 

Who proclaims salvation, 

Who says to Zion, 

R“Your God reigns!”

8Your watchmen shall lift up their voices, 

With their voices they shall sing together;

For they shall see eye to eye

When the LORD brings back Zion.

9Break forth into joy, sing together, 

You waste places of Jerusalem!

For the LORD has comforted His people, 

He has redeemed Jerusalem.

10The LORD has made bare His holy arm

In the eyes of Rall the nations;

And all the ends of the earth shall see

The salvation of our God.

11RDepart! Depart! Go out from there, 

Touch no unclean thing;

Go out from the midst of her, 

RBe clean, 

You who bear the vessels of the LORD.

12For Ryou shall not go out with haste, 

Nor go by flight;

RFor the LORD will go before you, 

RAnd the God of Israel will be your rear guard.

The Messiah’s Atonement

13Behold, RMy Servant shall Tdeal prudently;

RHe shall be exalted and Textolled and be very high.

14Just as many were astonished at you, 

So His RvisageT was marred more than any man, 

And His form more than the sons of men;

15RSo shall He sprinkle* many nations.

Kings shall shut their mouths at Him;

For Rwhat had not been told them they shall see, 

And what they had not heard they shall consider.
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1Who Rhas believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?

2For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, 

And as a root out of dry ground.

He has no form or comeliness;

And Rwhen we see Him, 

There is no Tbeauty that we should desire Him.

3RHe is despised and rejected by men, 

A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.

And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him;

He was despised, and Rwe did not esteem Him.

4Surely RHe has borne our griefs

And carried our sorrows;

Yet we esteemed Him stricken, 

Smitten by God, and afflicted.

5But He was Rwounded for our transgressions, 

He was Tbruised for our iniquities;

The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, 

And by His stripes we are healed.

6All we like sheep have gone astray;

We have turned, every one, to his own way;

And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.

7He was oppressed and He was afflicted, 

Yet RHe opened not His mouth;

RHe was led as a lamb to the slaughter, 

And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 

So He opened not His mouth.

8He was Rtaken from Tprison and from judgment, 

And who will declare His generation?

For RHe was cut off from the land of the living;

RFor the transgressions of My people He was stricken.

9RAnd they* made His grave with the wicked—

But with the rich at His death, 

Because He had done no violence, 

Nor was any deceit in His mouth.

10Yet it pleased the LORD to Tbruise Him;

He has put Him to grief.

When You make His soul Ran offering for sin, 

He shall see His seed, RHe shall prolong His days, 

And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand.

11He shall see the labor of His soul, * and be satisfied.

RBy His knowledge My righteous

Servant shall justify many, 

For He shall bear their iniquities.

12RTherefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, 

RAnd He shall divide the Tspoil with the strong, 

Because He Rpoured out His soul unto death, 

And He was Rnumbered with the transgressors, 

And He bore the sin of many, 

And Rmade intercession for the transgressors.
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The Messiah’s Promise of Israel’s Restoration

1 “SING, O Rbarren,  You who have not borne!

Break forth into singing, and cry aloud, 

You who have not labored with child!

For more are the children of the desolate

Than the children of the married woman, ” says the LORD.

2“EnlargeR the place of your tent, 

And let them stretch out the curtains of your dwellings;

Do not spare;

Lengthen your cords, 

And strengthen your stakes.

3For you shall expand to the right and to the left, 

And your descendants will Rinherit the nations, 

And make the desolate cities inhabited.

4“DoR not fear, for you will not be ashamed;

Neither be disgraced, for you will not be put to shame;

For you will forget the shame of your youth, 

And will not remember the reproach of your widowhood anymore.

5RFor your Maker is your husband, 

The LORD of hosts is His name;

And your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel;

He is called the God of the whole earth.

6For the LORD Rhas called you

Like a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, 

Like a youthful wife when you were refused, ”

Says your God.

7“ForR a mere moment I have forsaken you, 

But with great mercies RI will gather you.

8With a little wrath I hid My face from you for a moment;

RBut with everlasting kindness I will have mercy on you, ”

Says the LORD, your Redeemer.

9“For this is like the waters of RNoah to Me;

For as I have sworn

That the waters of Noah would no longer cover the earth, 

So have I sworn

That I would not be angry with Ryou, nor rebuke you.

10For Rthe mountains shall depart

And the hills be removed, 

RBut My kindness shall not depart from you, 

Nor shall My covenant of peace be removed, ”

Says the LORD, who has mercy on you.

11“O you afflicted one, 

Tossed with tempest, and not comforted, 

Behold, I will lay your stones with Rcolorful gems, 

And lay your foundations with sapphires.

12I will make your pinnacles of rubies, 

Your gates of crystal, 

And all your walls of precious stones.

13All your children shall be Rtaught by the LORD, 

And Rgreat shall be the peace of your children.

14In righteousness you shall be established;

You shall be far from oppression, for you shall not fear;

And from terror, for it shall not come near you.

15Indeed they shall surely assemble, but not because of Me.

Whoever assembles against you shall Rfall for your sake.

16“Behold, I have created the blacksmith

Who blows the coals in the fire, 

Who brings forth an Tinstrument for his work;

And I have created the Tspoiler to destroy.

17No weapon formed against you shall Rprosper, 

And every tongue which rises against you in judgment

You shall condemn.

This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, 

RAnd their righteousness is from Me, ”

Says the LORD.
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The Messiah’s Invitation to the World

1“Ho! REveryone who thirsts, Come to the waters;

And you who have no money, 

RCome, buy and eat.

Yes, come, buy wine and milk

Without money and without price.

2Why do you Tspend money for what is not bread, 

And your wages for what does not satisfy?

Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, 

And let your soul delight itself in abundance.

3Incline your ear, and Rcome to Me.

Hear, and your soul shall live;

RAnd I will make an everlasting covenant with you—

The Rsure mercies of David.

4Indeed I have given him as Ra witness to the people, 

A leader and commander for the people.

5RSurely you shall call a nation you do not know, 

RAnd nations who do not know you shall run to you, 

Because of the LORD your God, 

And the Holy One of Israel;

RFor He has glorified you.”

6Seek the LORD while He may be Rfound, 

Call upon Him while He is near.

7Let the wicked forsake his way, 

And the unrighteous man Rhis thoughts;

Let him return to the LORD, 

RAnd He will have mercy on him;

And to our God, 

For He will abundantly pardon.

8“ForR My thoughts are not your thoughts, 

Nor are your ways My ways, ” says the LORD.

9“ForR as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

So are My ways higher than your ways, 

And My thoughts than your thoughts.

10“For Ras the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, 

And do not return there, 

But water the earth, 

And make it bring forth and bud, 

That it may give seed to the sower

And bread to the eater, 

11RSo shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth;

It shall not return to Me void, 

But it shall accomplish what I please, 

And it shall Rprosper in the thing for which I sent it.

12“ForR you shall go out with joy, 

And be led out with peace;

The mountains and the hills

Shall Rbreak forth into singing before you, 

And Rall the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

13RInstead of Rthe thorn shall come up the cypress tree, 

And instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree;

And it shall be to the LORD Rfor a name, 

For an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”
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1Thus says the LORD:

“Keep justice, and do righteousness, 

For My salvation is about to come, 

And My righteousness to be revealed.

2Blessed is the man who does this, 

And the son of man who lays hold on it;

RWho keeps from defiling the Sabbath, 

And keeps his hand from doing any evil.”

3Do not let Rthe son of the foreigner

Who has joined himself to the LORD

Speak, saying, 

“The LORD has utterly separated me from His people”;

Nor let the Reunuch say, 

“Here I am, a dry tree.”

4For thus says the LORD:

“To the eunuchs who keep My Sabbaths, 

And choose what pleases Me, 

And hold fast My covenant, 

5Even to them I will give in RMy house

And within My walls a place Rand a name

Better than that of sons and daughters;

I will give them* an everlasting name

That shall not be cut off.

6“Also the sons of the foreigner

Who join themselves to the LORD, to serve Him, 

And to love the name of the LORD, to be His servants—

Everyone who keeps from defiling the Sabbath, 

And holds fast My covenant—

7Even them I will Rbring to My holy mountain, 

And make them joyful in My Rhouse of prayer.

RTheir burnt offerings and their sacrifices

Will be accepted on My altar;

For RMy house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.”

8The Lord GOD, Rwho gathers the outcasts of Israel, says, 

R“Yet I will gather to him

Others besides those who are gathered to him.”

The Messiah’s Rebuke of the Wicked

9RAll you beasts of the field, come to devour, 

All you beasts in the forest.

10His watchmen are Rblind, 

They are all ignorant;

RThey are all dumb dogs, 

They cannot bark;

Sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber.

11Yes, they are Rgreedy dogs

Which never have enough.

And they are shepherds

Who cannot understand;

They all look to their own way, 

Every one for his own gain, 

From his own territory.

12“Come, ” one says, “I will bring wine, 

And we will fill ourselves with intoxicating Rdrink;

RTomorrow will be Ras today, 

And much more abundant.”
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1 The righteous perishes, And no man takes it to heart;

RMerciful men are taken away, 

RWhile no one considers

That the righteous is taken away from Tevil.

2He shall enter into peace;

They shall rest in their beds, 

Each one walking in his uprightness.

3“But come here, 

RYou sons of the sorceress, 

You offspring of the adulterer and the harlot!

4Whom do you ridicule?

Against whom do you make a wide mouth

And stick out the tongue?

Are you not children of transgression, 

Offspring of falsehood, 

5Inflaming yourselves with gods Runder every green tree, 

RSlaying the children in the valleys

Under the clefts of the rocks? 

6Among the smooth Rstones of the stream

Is your portion;

They, they, are your lot!

Even to them you have poured a drink offering, 

You have offered a grain offering.

Should I receive comfort in these?

7“On a lofty and high mountain

You have set Ryour bed;

Even there you went up

To offer sacrifice.

8Also behind the doors and their posts

You have set up your remembrance;

For you have uncovered yourself to those other than Me, 

And have gone up to them;

You have enlarged your bed

And made a covenant with them;

RYou have loved their bed, 

Where you saw their nudity.*

9RYou went to the king with ointment, 

And increased your perfumes;

You sent your messengers far off, 

And even descended to Sheol. 

10You are wearied in the length of your way;

Yet you did not say, ‘There is no hope.’

You have found the life of your hand;

Therefore you were not grieved.

11“And Rof whom have you been afraid, or feared, 

That you have lied

And not remembered Me, 

Nor taken it to your heart?

Is it not because RI have Theld My peace from of old

That you do not fear Me?

12I will declare your righteousness

And your works, 

For they will not profit you.

13When you cry out, 

Let your collection of idols deliver you.

But the wind will carry them all away, 

A breath will take them.

But he who puts his trust in Me shall possess the land, 

And shall inherit My holy mountain.”

14And one shall say, 

R“Heap it up! Heap it up!

Prepare the way, 

Take the stumbling block out of the way of My people.”

15For thus says the High and Lofty One

Who inhabits eternity, Rwhose name is Holy:

“I dwell in the high and holy place, 

RWith him who has a contrite and humble spirit, 

RTo revive the spirit of the humble, 

And to revive the heart of the contrite ones.

16RFor I will not contend forever, 

Nor will I always be angry;

For the spirit would fail before Me, 

And the souls which I have made.

17For the iniquity of Rhis covetousness

I was angry and struck him;

RI hid and was angry, 

RAnd he went on Tbacksliding in the way of his heart.

18I have seen his ways, and Rwill heal him;

I will also lead him, 

And restore comforts to him

And to Rhis mourners.

19“I create Rthe fruit of the lips:

Peace, peace Rto him who is far off and to him who is near, ”

Says the LORD, 

“And I will heal him.”

20RBut the wicked are like the troubled sea, 

When it cannot rest, 

Whose waters cast up mire and dirt.

21“ThereR is no peace, ”

Says my God, “for the wicked.”
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Blessings of True Worship

1“Cry aloud, Tspare not; Lift up your voice like a trumpet;

Tell My people their transgression, 

And the house of Jacob their sins.

2Yet they seek Me daily, 

And delight to know My ways, 

As a nation that did righteousness, 

And did not forsake the ordinance of their God.

They ask of Me the ordinances of justice;

They take delight in approaching God.

3‘WhyR have we fasted, ’ they say, ‘and You have not seen?

Why have we Rafflicted our souls, and You take no notice?’

“In fact, in the day of your fast you find pleasure, 

And exploit all your laborers.

4RIndeed you fast for strife and debate, 

And to strike with the fist of wickedness.

You will not fast as you do this day, 

To make your voice heard on high.

5Is Rit a fast that I have chosen, 

RA day for a man to afflict his soul?

Is it to bow down his head like a bulrush, 

And Rto spread out sackcloth and ashes?

Would you call this a fast, 

And an acceptable day to the LORD?

6“Is this not the fast that I have chosen:

To loose the bonds of wickedness, 

To undo the heavy burdens, 

RTo let the oppressed go free, 

And that you break every yoke?

7Is it not Rto share your bread with the hungry, 

And that you bring to your house the poor who are Tcast out;

RWhen you see the naked, that you cover him, 

And not hide yourself from Ryour own flesh?

8RThen your light shall break forth like the morning, 

Your healing shall spring forth speedily, 

And your righteousness shall go before you;

RThe glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.

9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer;

You shall cry, and He will say, ‘Here I am.’

“If you take away the yoke from your midst, 

The pointing of the finger, and Rspeaking wickedness, 

10If you extend your soul to the hungry

And satisfy the afflicted soul, 

Then your light shall dawn in the darkness, 

And your Tdarkness shall be as the noonday.

11The LORD will guide you continually, 

And satisfy your soul in drought, 

And strengthen your bones;

You shall be like a watered garden, 

And like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail.

12Those from among you

RShall build the old waste places;

You shall raise up the foundations of many generations;

And you shall be called the Repairer of the Breach, 

The Restorer of Streets to Dwell In.

13“If Ryou turn away your foot from the Sabbath, 

From doing your pleasure on My holy day, 

And call the Sabbath a delight, 

The holy day of the LORD honorable, 

And shall honor Him, not doing your own ways, 

Nor finding your own pleasure, 

Nor speaking your own words, 

14RThen you shall delight yourself in the LORD;

And I will cause you to Rride on the high hills of the earth, 

And feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father.

The mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
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Sins of Israel

1Behold, the LORD’s hand is not Rshortened, 

That it cannot save;

Nor His ear heavy, 

That it cannot hear.

2But your iniquities have separated you from your God;

And your sins have hidden His face from you, 

So that He will Rnot hear.

3For Ryour hands are defiled with blood, 

And your fingers with iniquity;

Your lips have spoken lies, 

Your tongue has muttered perversity.

4No one calls for justice, 

Nor does any plead for truth.

They trust in Rempty words and speak lies;

RThey conceive Tevil and bring forth iniquity.

5They hatch vipers’ eggs and weave the spider’s web;

He who eats of their eggs dies, 

And from that which is crushed a viper breaks out.

6RTheir webs will not become garments, 

Nor will they cover themselves with their works;

Their works are works of iniquity, 

And the act of violence is in their hands.

7RTheir feet run to evil, 

And they make haste to shed Rinnocent blood;

RTheir thoughts are thoughts of iniquity;

Wasting and Rdestruction are in their paths.

8The way of Rpeace they have not known, 

And there is no justice in their ways;

RThey have made themselves crooked paths;

Whoever takes that way shall not know peace.

9Therefore justice is far from us, 

Nor does righteousness overtake us;

RWe look for light, but there is darkness!

For brightness, but we walk in blackness!

10We grope for the wall like the blind, 

And we grope as if we had no eyes;

We stumble at noonday as at twilight;

We are as dead men in desolate places.

11We all growl like bears, 

And Rmoan sadly like doves;

We look for justice, but there is none;

For salvation, but it is far from us.

12For our Rtransgressions are multiplied before You, 

And our sins testify against us;

For our transgressions are with us, 

And as for our iniquities, we know them:

13In transgressing and lying against the LORD, 

And departing from our God, 

Speaking oppression and revolt, 

Conceiving and uttering Rfrom the heart words of falsehood.

14Justice is turned back, 

And righteousness stands afar off;

For truth is fallen in the street, 

And equity cannot enter.

15So truth fails, 

And he who departs from evil makes himself a Rprey.

Then the LORD saw it, and Tit displeased Him

That there was no justice.

16RHe saw that there was no man, 

And Rwondered that there was no intercessor;

RTherefore His own arm brought salvation for Him;

And His own righteousness, it sustained Him.

17RFor He put on righteousness as a breastplate, 

And a helmet of salvation on His head;

He put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, 

And was clad with zeal as a cloak.

18RAccording to their deeds, accordingly He will repay, 

Fury to His adversaries, 

Recompense to His enemies;

The coastlands He will fully repay.

19RSo shall they fear

The name of the LORD from the west, 

And His glory from the rising of the sun;

When the enemy comes in Rlike a flood, 

The Spirit of the LORD will lift up a standard against him.

20“TheR Redeemer will come to Zion, 

And to those who turn from transgression in Jacob, ”

Says the LORD.

21“AsR for Me, ” says the LORD, “this is My covenant with them: My Spirit who is upon you, and My words which I have put in your mouth, shall not depart from your mouth, nor from the mouth of your descendants, nor from the mouth of your descendants’ descendants, ” says the LORD, “from this time and forevemore.”
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Glory of Israel in the Kingdom

1 Arise, Rshine; For your light has come!

And Rthe glory of the LORD is risen upon you.

2For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, 

And deep darkness the people;

But the LORD will arise over you, 

And His glory will be seen upon you.

3The RGentiles shall come to your light, 

And kings to the brightness of your rising.

4“LiftR up your eyes all around, and see:

They all gather together, Rthey come to you; 

Your sons shall come from afar, 

And your daughters shall be nursed at your side.

5Then you shall see and become radiant, 

And your heart shall swell with joy;

Because Rthe abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 

The wealth of the Gentiles shall come to you.

6The multitude of camels shall cover your land, 

The dromedaries of Midian and Ephah;

All those from RSheba shall come;

They shall bring Rgold and incense, 

And they shall proclaim the praises of the LORD.

7All the flocks of RKedar shall be gathered together to you, 

The rams of Nebaioth shall minister to you;

They shall ascend with Racceptance on My altar, 

And I will glorify the house of My glory.

8“Who are these who fly like a cloud, 

And like doves to their roosts?

9RSurely the coastlands shall wait for Me;

And the ships of Tarshish will come first, 

RTo bring your sons from afar, 

RTheir silver and their gold with them, 

To the name of the LORD your God, 

And to the Holy One of Israel, 

RBecause He has glorified you.

10“TheR sons of foreigners shall build up your walls, 

And their kings shall minister to you;

For Rin My wrath I struck you, 

RBut in My favor I have had mercy on you.

11Therefore your gates Rshall be open continually;

They shall not be shut day or night, 

That men may bring to you the wealth of the Gentiles, 

And their kings in procession.

12RFor the nation and kingdom which will not serve you shall perish, 

And those nations shall be utterly ruined.

13“TheR glory of Lebanon shall come to you, 

The cypress, the pine, and the box tree together, 

To beautify the place of My sanctuary;

And I will make Rthe place of My feet glorious.

14Also the sons of those who afflicted you

Shall come Rbowing to you, 

And all those who despised you shall Rfall prostrate at the soles of your feet;

And they shall call you The City of the LORD, 

Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

15“Whereas you have been forsaken and hated, 

So that no one went through you, 

I will make you an eternal excellence, 

A joy of many generations.

16You shall drink the milk of the Gentiles, 

RAnd milk the breast of kings;

You shall know that RI, the LORD, am your Savior

And your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.

17“Instead of bronze I will bring gold, 

Instead of iron I will bring silver, 

Instead of wood, bronze, 

And instead of stones, iron.

I will also make your officers peace, 

And your magistrates righteousness.

18Violence shall no longer be heard in your land, 

Neither Twasting nor destruction within your borders;

But you shall call Ryour walls Salvation, 

And your gates Praise.

19“The Rsun shall no longer be your light by day, 

Nor for brightness shall the moon give light to you;

But the LORD will be to you an everlasting light, 

And Ryour God your glory.

20RYour sun shall no longer go down, 

Nor shall your moon withdraw itself;

For the LORD will be your everlasting light, 

And the days of your mourning shall be ended.

21Also your people shall all be righteous;

They shall inherit the land forever, 

RThe branch of My planting, 

RThe work of My hands, 

That I may be glorified.

22A little one shall become a thousand, 

And a small one a strong nation.

I, the LORD, will hasten it in its time.”
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Advents of the Messiah

1“The RSpirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, Because the LORD has anointed Me

To preach good tidings to the poor;

He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 

To proclaim Rliberty to the captives, 

And the opening of the prison to those who are bound;

2RTo proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, 

And the day of vengeance of our God;

RTo comfort all who mourn, 

3To console those who mourn in Zion, 

RTo give them beauty for ashes, 

The oil of joy for mourning, 

The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness;

That they may be called trees of righteousness, 

RThe planting of the LORD, Rthat He may be glorified.”

4And they shall Rrebuild the old ruins, 

They shall raise up the former desolations, 

And they shall repair the ruined cities, 

The desolations of many generations.

5RStrangers shall stand and feed your flocks, 

And the sons of the foreigner

Shall be your plowmen and your vinedressers.

6RBut you shall be named the priests of the LORD, 

They shall call you the servants of our God.

You shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, 

And in their glory you shall boast.

7RInstead of your shame you shall have double honor, 

And instead of confusion they shall rejoice in their portion.

Therefore in their land they shall possess double;

Everlasting joy shall be theirs.

8“For RI, the LORD, love justice;

RI hate robbery Tfor burnt offering;

I will direct their work in truth, 

RAnd will make with them an everlasting covenant.

9Their descendants shall be known among the Gentiles, 

And their offspring among the people.

All who see them shall acknowledge them, 

RThat they are the posterity whom the LORD has blessed.”

10RI will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

My soul shall be joyful in my God;

For He has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

He has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

RAs a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, 

And as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

11For as the earth brings forth its bud, 

As the garden causes the things that are sown in it to spring forth, 

So the Lord GOD will cause Rrighteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations.
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Future of Jerusalem

1For Zion’s sake I will not Thold My peace, 

And for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 

Until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 

And her salvation as a lamp that burns.

2RThe Gentiles shall see your righteousness, 

And all Rkings your glory.

You shall be called by a new name, 

Which the mouth of the LORD will name.

3You shall also be Ra crown of glory

In the hand of the LORD, 

And a royal diadem

In the hand of your God.

4RYou shall no longer be termed RForsaken, 

Nor shall your land any more be termed RDesolate;T

But you shall be called Hephzibah, * and your land Beulah;*

For the LORD delights in you, 

And your land shall be married.

5For as a young man marries a virgin, 

So shall your sons marry you;

And as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 

So shall your God rejoice over you.

6RI have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem;

They shall Tnever hold their peace day or night.

You who Tmake mention of the LORD, do not keep silent, 

7And give Him no rest till He establishes

And till He makes Jerusalem Ra praise in the earth.

8The LORD has sworn by His right hand

And by the arm of His strength:

“Surely I will no longer Rgive your grain

As food for your enemies;

And the sons of the foreigner shall not drink your new wine, 

For which you have labored.

9But those who have gathered it shall eat it, 

And praise the LORD;

Those who have brought it together shall drink it in My holy courts.”

10Go through, 

Go through the gates!

RPrepare the way for the people;

Build up, 

Build up the highway!

Take out the stones, 

Lift up a banner for the peoples!

11Indeed the LORD has proclaimed

To the end of the world:

R“Say to the daughter of Zion, 

‘Surely your salvation is coming;

Behold, His reward is with Him, 

And His work before Him.’ ”

12And they shall call them The Holy People, 

The Redeemed of the LORD;

And you shall be called Sought Out, 

A City Not Forsaken.




CHAPTER 63

Vengeance of God

1 Who is this who comes from Edom, With dyed garments from Bozrah, 

This One who is Tglorious in His apparel, 

Traveling in the greatness of His strength?—

“I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save.”

2Why Ris Your apparel red, 

And Your garments like one who treads in the winepress?

3“I have Rtrodden the winepress alone, 

And from the peoples no one was with Me.

For I have trodden them in My anger, 

And trampled them in My fury;

Their blood is sprinkled upon My garments, 

And I have stained all My robes.

4For the Rday of vengeance is in My heart, 

And the year of My redeemed has come.

5I looked, but Rthere was no one to help, 

And I wondered

That there was no one to uphold;

Therefore My own Rarm brought salvation for Me;

And My own fury, it sustained Me.

6I have trodden down the peoples in My anger, 

Made them drunk in My fury, 

And brought down their strength to the earth.”

Prayer of the Remnant

7I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the LORD

And the praises of the LORD, 

According to all that the LORD has bestowed on us, 

And the great goodness toward the house of Israel, 

Which He has bestowed on them according to His mercies, 

According to the multitude of His lovingkindnesses.

8For He said, “Surely they are My people, 

Children who will not lie.”

So He became their RSavior.

9RIn all their affliction He was afflicted, 

RAnd the Angel of His Presence saved them;

RIn His love and in His pity He redeemed them;

And RHe bore them and carried them

All the days of old.

10But they Rrebelled and Rgrieved His Holy Spirit;

RSo He turned Himself against them as an enemy, 

And He fought against them.

11Then he Rremembered the days of old, 

Moses and his people, saying:

“Where is He who Rbrought them up out of the sea 

With the shepherd of His flock?

RWhere is He who put His Holy Spirit within them, 

12Who led them by the right hand of Moses, 

RWith His glorious arm, 

RDividing the water before them

To make for Himself an everlasting name, 

13RWho led them through the deep, 

As a horse in the wilderness, 

That they might not stumble?”

14As a beast goes down into the valley, 

And the Spirit of the LORD causes him to rest, 

So You lead Your people, 

To make Yourself a glorious name.

15RLook down from heaven, 

And see Rfrom Your habitation, holy and glorious.

Where are Your zeal and Your strength, 

The yearning Rof Your heart and Your mercies toward me?

Are they restrained?

16Doubtless You are our Father, 

Though Abraham Rwas ignorant of us, 

And Israel does not acknowledge us.

You, O LORD, are our Father;

Our Redeemer from Everlasting is Your name.

17O LORD, why have You Rmade us stray from Your ways, 

And hardened our heart from Your fear?

Return for Your servants’ sake, 

The tribes of Your inheritance.

18RYour holy people have possessed it but a little while;

ROur adversaries have trodden down Your sanctuary.

19We have become like those of old, over whom You never ruled, 

Those who were never called by Your name.




CHAPTER 64

1 Oh, that You would Trend the heavens! That You would come down!

That the mountains might shake at Your Rpresence—

2As fire burns brushwood, 

As fire causes water to boil—

To make Your name known to Your adversaries, 

That the nations may tremble at Your presence!

3When RYou did awesome things for which we did not look, 

You came down, 

The mountains shook at Your presence.

4For since the beginning of the world

RMen have not heard nor perceived by the ear, 

Nor has the eye seen any God besides You, 

Who acts for the one who waits for Him.

5You meet him who rejoices and does righteousness, 

Who remembers You in Your ways.

You are indeed angry, for we have sinned—

RIn these ways we continue;

And we need to be saved.

6But we are all like an unclean thing, 

And all Rour righteousnesses are like Tfilthy rags;

We all Rfade as a leaf, 

And our iniquities, like the wind, 

Have taken us away.

7And there is no one who calls on Your name, 

Who stirs himself up to take hold of You;

For You have hidden Your face from us, 

And have Tconsumed us because of our iniquities.

8But now, O LORD, 

You are our Father;

We are the clay, and You our potter;

And all we are the work of Your hand.

9Do not be furious, O LORD, 

Nor remember iniquity forever;

Indeed, please look—we all are Your people!

10Your holy cities are a wilderness, 

Zion is a wilderness, 

Jerusalem a desolation.

11Our holy and beautiful Ttemple, 

Where our fathers praised You, 

Is burned up with fire;

And all Rour pleasant things Tare laid waste.

12RWill You restrain Yourself because of these things, O LORD?

RWill You Thold Your peace, and afflict us very severely?




CHAPTER 65

The Lord’s Answer to the Remnant

1“I WAS Rsought by those who did not ask for Me;

I was found by those who did not seek Me.

I said, ‘Here I am, here I am, ’

To a nation that Rwas not called by My name.

2RI have stretched out My hands all day long to a Rrebellious people, 

Who walk in a way that is not good, 

According to their own thoughts;

3A people Rwho provoke Me to anger continually to My face;

RWho sacrifice in gardens, 

And burn incense on altars of brick;

4RWho sit among the graves, 

And spend the night in the tombs;

RWho eat swine’s flesh, 

And the broth of abominable things is in their vessels;

5RWho say, ‘Keep to yourself, 

Do not come near me, 

For I am holier than you!’

These are smoke in My nostrils, 

A fire that burns all the day.

6“Behold, it is written before Me:

I will not keep silence, Rbut will repay—

Even repay into their bosom—

7Your iniquities and Rthe iniquities of your fathers together, ”

Says the LORD, 

R“Who have burned incense on the mountains

And blasphemed Me on the hills;

Therefore I will measure their former work into their bosom.”

8Thus says the LORD:

“As the new wine is found in the cluster, 

And one says, ‘Do not destroy it, 

For Ra blessing is in it, ’

So will I do for My servants’ sake, 

That I may not destroy them Rall.

9I will bring forth descendants from Jacob, 

And from Judah an heir of My mountains;

My Relect shall inherit it, 

And My servants shall dwell there.

10RSharon shall be a fold of flocks, 

And Rthe Valley of Achor a place for herds to lie down, 

For My people who have sought Me.

11“But you are those who forsake the LORD, 

Who forget RMy holy mountain, 

Who prepare Ra table for Gad, *

And who furnish a drink offering for Meni.*

12Therefore I will number you for the sword, 

And you shall all bow down to the slaughter;

RBecause, when I called, you did not answer;

When I spoke, you did not hear, 

But did evil before My eyes, 

And chose that in which I do not delight.”

13Therefore thus says the Lord GOD:

“Behold, My servants shall eat, 

But you shall be hungry;

Behold, My servants shall drink, 

But you shall be thirsty;

Behold, My servants shall rejoice, 

But you shall be ashamed;

14Behold, My servants shall sing for joy of heart, 

But you shall cry for sorrow of heart, 

And Rwail for grief of spirit.

15You shall leave your name Ras a curse to RMy chosen;

For the Lord GOD will slay you, 

And call His servants by another name;

16RSo that he who blesses himself in the earth

Shall bless himself in the God of truth;

And Rhe who swears in the earth

Shall swear by the God of truth;

Because the former troubles are forgotten, 

And because they are hidden from My eyes.

Glorious Consummation of History

17“For behold, I create Rnew heavens and a new earth;

And the former shall not be remembered or come to mind.

18But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create;

For behold, I create Jerusalem as a rejoicing, 

And her people a joy.

19RI will rejoice in Jerusalem, 

And joy in My people;

The Rvoice of weeping shall no longer be heard in her, 

Nor the voice of crying.

20“No more shall an infant from there live but a few days, 

Nor an old man who has not fulfilled his days;

For the child shall die one hundred years old, 

RBut the sinner being one hundred years old shall be accursed.

21RThey shall build houses and inhabit them;

They shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.

22They shall not build and another inhabit;

They shall not plant and another eat;

For Ras the days of a tree, so shall be the days of My people, 

And RMy elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.

23They shall not labor in vain, 

Nor bring forth children for trouble;

For Rthey shall be the descendants of the blessed of the LORD, 

And their offspring with them.

24“It shall come to pass

That Rbefore they call, I will answer;

And while they are still speaking, I will Rhear.

25The Rwolf and the lamb shall feed together, 

The lion shall eat straw like the ox, 

RAnd dust shall be the serpent’s food.

They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, ”

Says the LORD.




CHAPTER 66

1Thus says the LORD:

R“Heaven is My throne, 

And earth is My footstool.

Where is the house that you will build Me?

And where is the place of My rest?

2For all those things My hand has made, 

And all those things exist, ”

Says the LORD.

R“But on this one will I look:

ROn him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, 

And who trembles at My word.

3“HeR who kills a bull is as if he slays a man;

He who sacrifices a lamb, as if he Rbreaks a dog’s neck;

He who offers a grain offering, as if he offers swine’s blood;

He who burns incense, as if he blesses an idol.

Just as they have chosen their own ways, 

And their soul delights in their abominations, 

4So will I choose their delusions, 

And bring their fears on them;

RBecause, when I called, no one answered, 

When I spoke they did not hear;

But they did evil before My eyes, 

And chose that in which I do not delight.”

5Hear the word of the LORD, 

You who tremble at His word:

“Your brethren who Rhated you, 

Who cast you out for My name’s sake, said, 

R‘Let the LORD be glorified, 

That Rwe may see your joy.’

But they shall be ashamed.”

6The sound of noise from the city!

A voice from the temple!

The voice of the LORD, 

Who fully repays His enemies!

7“Before she was in labor, she gave birth;

Before her pain came, 

She delivered a male child.

8Who has heard such a thing?

Who has seen such things?

Shall the earth be made to give birth in one day?

Or shall a nation be born at once?

For as soon as Zion was in labor, 

She gave birth to her children.

9Shall I bring to the time of birth, and not cause delivery?” says the LORD.

“Shall I who cause delivery shut up the womb?” says your God.

10“Rejoice with Jerusalem, 

And be glad with her, all you who love her;

Rejoice for joy with her, all you who mourn for her;

11That you may feed and be satisfied

With the consolation of her bosom, 

That you may drink deeply and be delighted

With the abundance of her glory.”

12For thus says the LORD:

“Behold, RI will extend peace to her like a river, 

And the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream.

Then you shall Rfeed;

On her sides shall you be carried, 

And be dandled on her knees.

13As one whom his mother comforts, 

So I will Rcomfort you;

And you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.”

14When you see this, your heart shall rejoice, 

And Ryour bones shall flourish like grass;

The hand of the LORD shall be known to His servants, 

And His indignation to His enemies.

15RFor behold, the LORD will come with fire

And with His chariots, like a whirlwind, 

To render His anger with fury, 

And His rebuke with flames of fire.

16For by fire and by RHis sword

The LORD will judge all flesh;

And the slain of the LORD shall be Rmany.

17“ThoseR who sanctify themselves and purify themselves, 

To go to the gardens

TAfter an idol in the midst, 

Eating swine’s flesh and the abomination and the mouse, 

Shall Tbe consumed together, ” says the LORD.

18“For I know their works and their Rthoughts. It shall be that I will Rgather all nations and tongues; and they shall come and see My glory.

19“I will set a sign among them; and those among them who escape I will send to the nations: to Tarshish and Pul* and Lud, who draw the bow, and Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands afar off who have not heard My fame nor seen My glory. And they shall declare My glory among the Gentiles.

20“Then they shall bring all your brethren Rfor an offering to the LORD out of all nations, on horses and in chariots and in litters, on mules and on camels, to My holy mountain Jerusalem, ” says the LORD, “as the children of Israel bring an offering in a clean vessel into the house of the LORD.

21“And I will also take some of them for Rpriests and Levites, ” says the LORD.

22“For as Rthe new heavens and the new earth

Which I will make shall remain before Me, ” says the LORD, 

“So shall your descendants and your name remain.

23And Rit shall come to pass

That from one New Moon to another, 

And from one Sabbath to another, 

RAll flesh shall come to worship before Me, ” says the LORD.

24“And they shall go forth and look

Upon the corpses of the men

Who have transgressed against Me.

For their Rworm does not die, 

And their fire is not quenched.

They shall be an abhorrence to all flesh.”




The Book of Jeremiah
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THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH

The Book of Jeremiah is the prophecy of a man divinely called in his youth from the priest-city of Anathoth. A heartbroken prophet with a heartbreaking message, Jeremiah labors for more than forty years proclaiming a message of doom to the stiff-necked people of Judah. Despised and persecuted by his countrymen, Jeremiah bathes his harsh prophecies in tears of compassion. His broken heart causes him to write a broken book, which is difficult to arrange chronologically or topically. But through his sermons and signs he faithfully declares that surrender to God’s will is the only way to escape calamity.

Yirmeyahu or Yirmeyah literally means “Yahweh Throws, ” perhaps in the sense of laying a foundation. It may effectively mean “Yahweh establishes, appoints, or sends.” The Greek form of the Hebrew name in the Septuagint is Hieremias, and the Latin form is Jeremias.
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THE AUTHOR OF JEREMIAH

Jeremiah was the son of Hilkiah the priest and lived just over two miles north of Jerusalem in Anathoth. As an object lesson to Judah he was not allowed to marry (16:2). Because of his radical message of God’s judgment through the coming Babylonian invasion, he led a life of conflict. He was threatened in his hometown of Anathoth, tried for his life by the priests and prophets of Jerusalem, put in stocks, forced to flee from King Jehoiakim, publicly humiliated by the false prophet Hananiah, and thrown into a cistern.

The book clearly states that Jeremiah is its author (1:1). Jeremiah dictated all his prophecies to his secretary Baruch from the beginning of his ministry until the fourth year of Jehoiakim. After this scroll was destroyed by the king, Jeremiah dictated a more complete edition to Baruch (see 36–38), and later sections were also composed. Only chapter 52 was evidently not written by Jeremiah. This supplement is almost identical to 2 Kings 24:18–25:30, and it may have been added by Baruch.

Daniel alludes to Jeremiah’s prophecy of the seventy-year captivity (25:11–14; 29:10; Dan. 9:2), and Jeremiah’s authorship is also confirmed by Ecclesiasticus, Josephus, and the Talmud. The New Testament makes explicit and implicit references to Jeremiah’s prophecy: Matthew 2:17, 18 (31:15); Matthew 21:13; Mark 11:17; Luke 19:4 (7:11); Romans 11:27 (31:33); and Hebrews 8:8–13 (31:31–34).
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THE TIME OF JEREMIAH

Jeremiah was a contemporary of Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Daniel, and Ezekiel. His ministry stretched from 627 to about 580 B.C. Josiah, Judah’s last good king (640–609 B.C.), instituted spiritual reforms when the Book of the Law was discovered in 622 B.C. Jeremiah was on good terms with Josiah and lamented when he was killed in 609 B.C. by Pharaoh Necho of Egypt. By this time, Babylon had already overthrown Nineveh, the capital city of Assyria (612 B.C.). Jehoahaz replaced Josiah as king of Judah, but reigned only three months before he was deposed and taken to Egypt by Necho. Jehoiakim (609–597 B.C.) was Judah’s next king, but he reigned as an Egyptian vassal until 605 B.C., when Egypt was defeated by Babylon at Carchemish. Nebuchadnezzar took Palestine and deported key persons such as Daniel to Babylon. Judah’s King Jehoiakim was now a Babylonian vassal, but he rejected Jeremiah’s warnings in 601 B.C. and rebelled against Babylon. Jehoiachin became Judah’s next king in 597 B.C., but was replaced by Zedekiah three months later when Nebuchadnezzar captured Jerusalem and deported Jehoiachin to Babylon. Zedekiah was the last king of Judah; his attempted alliance with Egypt led to Nebuchadnezzar’s occupation and overthrow of Jerusalem in 586 B.C.

Thus, there were three stages in Jeremiah’s ministry: (1) From 627 to 605 B.C. he prophesied while Judah was threatened by Assyria and Egypt. (2) From 605 to 586 B.C. he proclaimed God’s judgment while Judah was threatened and besieged by Babylon. (3) From 586 to about 580 B.C. he ministered in Jerusalem and Egypt after Judah’s downfall.
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THE CHRIST OF JEREMIAH

The Messiah is clearly seen in 23:1–8 as the coming Shepherd and righteous Branch who “shall reign and prosper, and execute judgment and righteousness in the earth. In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell safely; now this is His name by which He will be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS (23:5, 6). He will bring in the new covenant (31:31–34), which will fulfill God’s covenants with Abraham (Gen. 12:1–3; 17:1–8), Moses and the people (Deut. 28–30), and David (2 Sam. 7:1–17).

The curse on Jehoiachin (Jeconiah, Coniah) in 22:28–30 meant that no physical descendant would succeed him to the throne. Matthew 1:1–17 traces the genealogy of Christ through Solomon and Jeconiah to His legal (but not His physical) father, Joseph. However, no son of Joseph could sit upon the throne of David, for he would be under the curse of Jehoiachin. Luke 3:23–38 traces Christ’s lineage backward from Mary (His physical parent) through David’s other son, Nathan (3:31), thereby avoiding the curse. The righteous Branch will indeed reign on the throne of David.
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KEYS TO JEREMIAH

Key Word: Judah’s Last Hour—In Jeremiah, God is seen as patient and holy: He delays judgment and appeals to His people to repent before it is too late. As the object lesson at the potter’s house demonstrates, a ruined vessel can be repaired while still wet (18:1–4); but once dried, a marred vessel is fit only for the garbage heap (19:10, 11). God’s warning is clear: Judah’s time for repentance will soon pass. Because they defy God’s words and refuse to repent, the Babylonian captivity is inevitable. Jeremiah lists the moral and spiritual causes for their coming catastrophe, but he also proclaims God’s gracious promise of hope and restoration. There will always be a remnant, and God will establish a new covenant.

Key Verses: Jeremiah 7:23, 24 and 8:11, 12—“But this is what I commanded them, saying, ‘Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and you shall be My people. And walk in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well with you.’ Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but followed the counsels and the dictates of their evil hearts, and went backward and not forward” (7:23, 24).

“For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of My people slightly, saying, ‘Peace, peace!’ when there is no peace. Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? No! They were not at all ashamed, nor did they know how to blush. Therefore they shall fall among those who fall; in the time of their punishment they shall be cast down, says the LORD” (8:11, 12).

Key Chapter: Jeremiah 31—Amid all the judgment and condemnation by Jeremiah are the wonderful promises of Jeremiah 31. Even though Judah has broken the covenants of her great King, God will make a new covenant when He will “put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people” (31:33). The Messiah instituted that new covenant with His death and resurrection (cf. Matt. 26:26–29).
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SURVEY OF JEREMIAH

Jeremiah is a record of the ministry of one of Judah’s greatest prophets during its darkest days. He is called as a prophet during the reign of Josiah, the last of Judah’s good kings. But even Josiah’s well-intentioned reforms cannot stem the tide of apostasy. The downhill slide of the nation continues virtually unabated through a succession of four godless kings during Jeremiah’s ministry. The people wallow in apostasy and idolatry and grow even more treacherous than Israel was before its captivity (3:11). They pervert the worship of the true God and give themselves over to spiritual and moral decay. Because they refuse to repent or even listen to God’s prophet, the divine cure requires radical surgery. Jeremiah proclaims an approaching avalanche of judgment. Babylon will be God’s instrument of judgment, and this book refers to that nation 164 times, more references than the rest of the Bible.

Jeremiah faithfully proclaims the divine condemnation of rebellious Judah for forty years and is rewarded with opposition, beatings, isolations, and imprisonment. His sympathy and sensitivity cause him to grieve over the rebelliousness and imminent doom of his nation. He often desires to resign from his prophetic office because of the harshness of his message and his reception, but he perseveres to Judah’s bitter end. He is the weeping prophet (9:1; 13:17)—lonely, rejected, and persecuted.

Although Jeremiah is not easily arranged chronologically or thematically, its basic message is clear: surrender to God’s will is the only way to escape calamity. Judgment cannot be halted, but promises of restoration are sprinkled throughout the book. Its divisions are: the call of Jeremiah (1); the prophecies to Judah (2–45); the prophecies to the Gentiles (46–51); and the fall of Jerusalem (52).

The Call of Jeremiah (1): Jeremiah is called and sanctified before birth to be God’s prophet. This introductory chapter surveys the identification, inauguration, and instructions of the prophet.

The Prophecies to Judah (2–45): Jeremiah’s message is communicated through a variety of parables, sermons, and object lessons. The prophet’s life becomes a daily illustration to Judah, and most of the book’s object lessons are found in this section (13:1–14; 14:1–9; 16:1–9; 18:1–8; 19:1–13; 24:1–10; 27:1–11; 32:6–15; 43:8–13). In a series of twelve graphic messages, Jeremiah lists the causes of Judah’s coming judgment. The Gentile nations are more faithful to their false gods than Judah is to God. They become a false vine by following idols and are without excuse. The people are condemned for their empty profession, disobedience to God’s covenant, and spiritual harlotry. God has bound Judah to Himself; but like a rotten waistband, they have become corrupt and useless. Jeremiah offers a confession for the people, but their sin is too great; the prophet can only lament for them. As a sign of imminent judgment Jeremiah is forbidden to marry and participate in the feasts. Because the nation does not trust God or keep the Sabbath, the land will receive a sabbath rest when they are in captivity. Jerusalem will be invaded and the rulers and people will be deported to Babylon. Restoration will only come under the new Shepherd, the Messiah, the nation’s future King. Jeremiah announces the duration of the captivity as seventy years, in contrast to the messages of the false prophets who insist it will not happen.

Because of his message (2:25), Jeremiah suffers misery and opposition (26–45). He is rejected by the prophets and priests who call for his death, but he is spared by the elders and officials. In his sign of the yoke he proclaims the unpopular message that Judah must submit to divine discipline. But he assures the nation of restoration and hope under a new covenant (30–33). A remnant will be delivered and there will be a coming time of blessing. Jeremiah’s personal experiences and sufferings are the focal point of 34–45 as opposition against the prophet mounts. Since he is no longer allowed in the temple, he sends his assistant Baruch to read his prophetic warnings. His scroll is burned by Jehoiakim, and Jeremiah is imprisoned. After the destruction of the city, Jeremiah is taken to Egypt by fleeing Jews, but he prophesies that Nebuchadnezzar will invade Egypt as well.

The Prophecies to the Gentiles (46–51): These chapters are a series of prophetic oracles against nine nations: Egypt, Philistia, Moab, Ammon, Edom, Damascus (Syria), Arabia, Elam, and Babylon. Only Egypt, Moab, Ammon, and Elam are given a promise of restoration.

The Fall of Jerusalem (52): Jeremiah’s forty-year declaration of doom was finally vindicated in an event so significant that it is recorded in detail four times in the Scriptures (2 Kin. 25; 2 Chr. 36; Jer. 39; 52). In this historical supplement, Jerusalem is captured, destroyed, and plundered. The leaders are killed and the captives taken to Babylon.
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OUTLINE OF JEREMIAH

Part One: The Call of Jeremiah (1:1–19)

I. Jeremiah’s Call … 1:1–10

II. Jeremiah’s Signs … 1:11–16

III. Jeremiah’s Assurance … 1:17–19

Part Two: The Prophecies to Judah (2:1–45:5)

I. The Condemnation of Judah … 2:1–25:38

A. Jeremiah’s First Sermon: Judah Sinned Willfully … 2:1–3:5

B. Jeremiah’s Second Sermon: Judah to Be Judged … 3:6–6:30

1. Judah Ignores Israel’s Example … 3:6–10

2. Judah Is Called from Backsliding … 3:11–4:4

3. Judah’s Destruction from the North … 4:5–31

4. Judah’s Sins … 5:1–31

5. Jerusalem to Be Destroyed … 6:1–30

C. Jeremiah’s Third Sermon: Judah’s Hypocrisy in Worship … 7:1–10:25

1. Judah’s Sin of External Religion … 7:1–8:3

2. Judah’s Judgment Imminent … 8:4–17

3. Jeremiah’s Lament for Judah … 8:18–9:6

4. Judah’s Judgment Is Described … 9:7–26

5. Judah’s Futile Idolatry … 10:1–18

6. Jeremiah’s Prayer for Correction … 10:19–25

D. Jeremiah’s Fourth Sermon: Judah’s Breach of the Covenant … 11:1–12:17

1. Judah’s Curse Because of the Broken Covenant … 11:1–17

2. Anathoth’s Conspiracy Against Jeremiah … 11:18–23

3. Jeremiah’s Complaint to God … 12:1–4

4. God’s Reply to Jeremiah … 12:5–17

E. Jeremiah’s Fifth Sermon: Judah’s Revived Relationship … 13:1–27

1. Sign of the Ruined Sash … 13:1–11

2. Sign of the Wine Bottles … 13:12–27

F. Jeremiah’s Sixth Sermon: The Drought in Judah … 14:1–15:21

1. Judah’s Drought Is Described … 14:1–6

2. Jeremiah’s First Intercession … 14:7–12

3. Jeremiah’s Second Intercession … 14:13–18

4. Jeremiah’s Third Intercession … 14:19–15:9

5. God Encourages Jeremiah … 15:10–21

G. Jeremiah’s Seventh Sermon: Jeremiah’s Unmarried State … 16:1–17:27

1. Jeremiah Is Not to Marry … 16:1–9

2. Judah’s Idolatry … 16:10–13

3. God’s Promise of Judah’s Restoration … 16:14–21

4. Judah’s Sins Are Listed … 17:1–18

5. Jeremiah’s Call for Sabbath Observance … 17:19–27

H. Jeremiah’s Eighth Sermon: Sign of the Potter’s House … 18:1–20:18

1. Sign of the Potter … 18:1–23

2. Sign of the Broken Flask … 19:1–15

3. Jeremiah Is Persecuted by Pashhur … 20:1–6

4. Jeremiah Complains to God … 20:7–18

I. Jeremiah’s Ninth Sermon: Against Judah’s Kings … 21:1–23:8

1. Message Against Zedekiah … 21:1–22:9

2. Message Against Shallum … 22:10–12

3. Message Against Jehoiakim … 22:13–23

4. Message Against Coniah (Jehoiachin) … 22:24–30

5. Message of the Righteous King … 23:1–8

J. Jeremiah’s Tenth Sermon: Against Judah’s False Prophets … 23:9–40
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CHAPTER 1

Jeremiah’s Call

1The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were Rin Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, 

2to whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign.

3It came also in the days of RJehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, Runtil the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah, king of Judah, Runtil the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifth month.

4Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying:

5“Before I Rformed you in the womb RI knew you;

Before you were born I Rsanctified you;

I Tordained you a prophet to the nations.”

6Then said I:

R“Ah, Lord GOD!

Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a youth.”

7But the LORD said to me:

“Do not say, ‘I am a youth, ’

For you shall go to all to whom I send you, 

And Rwhatever I command you, you shall speak.

8RDo not be afraid of their faces, 

For RI am with you to deliver you, ” says the LORD.

9Then the LORD put forth His hand and Rtouched my mouth, and the LORD said to me:

“Behold, I have Rput My words in your mouth.

10See, I have this day set you over the nations and over the kingdoms, 

To Rroot out and to pull down, 

To destroy and to throw down, 

To build and to plant.”

Jeremiah’s Signs

11Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Jeremiah, what do you see?” And I said, “I see a Tbranch of an almond tree.”

12Then the LORD said to me, “You have seen well, for I am Tready to perform My word.”

13And the word of the LORD came to me the second time, saying, “What do you see?” And I said, “I see Ra boiling pot, and it is facing away from the north.”

14Then the LORD said to me:

“Out of the Rnorth calamity shall break forth

On all the inhabitants of the land.

15For behold, I am Rcalling

All the families of the kingdoms of the north, ” says the LORD;

“They shall come and Reach one set his throne

At the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem, 

Against all its walls all around, 

And against all the cities of Judah.

16I will utter My judgments

Against them concerning all their wickedness, 

Because they have forsaken Me, 

Burned Rincense to other gods, 

And worshiped the works of their own Rhands. 

Jeremiah’s Assurance

17“Therefore Rprepare yourself and arise, 

And speak to them all that I command you.

RDo not be dismayed before their faces, 

Lest I dismay you before them.

18For behold, I have made you this day

RA fortified city and an iron pillar, 

And bronze walls against the whole land—

Against the kings of Judah, 

Against its princes, 

Against its priests, 

And against the people of the land.

19They will fight against you, 

But they shall not prevail against you.

For I am with you, ” says the LORD, “to deliver you.”




CHAPTER 2

Jeremiah’s First Sermon: Judah Sinned Willfully

1Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

2“Go and cry in the hearing of Jerusalem, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD:

“I remember you, 

The kindness of your Ryouth, 

The love of your betrothal, 

RWhen you Twent after Me in the wilderness, 

In a land not sown.

3Israel was holiness to the LORD, 

RThe firstfruits of His increase.

All that devour him will offend;

Disaster will Rcome upon them, ” says the LORD.’ ”

4Hear the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob and all the families of the house of Israel.

5Thus says the LORD:

R“What injustice have your fathers found in Me, 

That they have gone far from Me, 

RHave followed idols, 

And have become idolaters?

6Neither did they say, ‘Where is the LORD, 

Who Rbrought us up out of the land of Egypt, 

Who led us through Rthe wilderness, 

Through a land of deserts and pits, 

Through a land of drought and the shadow of death, 

Through a land that no one crossed

And where no one dwelt?’

7I brought you into Ra bountiful country, 

To eat its fruit and its goodness.

But when you entered, you Rdefiled My land

And made My heritage an abomination.

8The priests did not say, ‘Where is the LORD?’

And those who handle the Rlaw did not know Me;

The rulers also transgressed against Me;

RThe prophets prophesied by Baal, 

And walked after things that do not profit.

9“Therefore RI will yet Tbring charges against you, ” says the LORD, 

“And against your children’s children I will bring charges.

10For pass beyond the coasts of Cyprus* and see, 

Send to Kedar* and consider diligently, 

And see if there has been such a thing.

11RHas a nation changed its gods, 

Which are Rnot gods?

RBut My people have changed their Glory

For what does not profit.

12Be astonished, O heavens, at this, 

And be horribly afraid;

Be very desolate, ” says the LORD.

13“For My people have committed two evils:

They have forsaken Me, the Rfountain of living waters, 

And hewn themselves cisterns—broken cisterns that can hold no water.

14“Is Israel Ra servant?

Is he a homeborn slave?

Why is he plundered?

15RThe young lions roared at him, and growled;

They made his land waste;

His cities are burned, without inhabitant.

16Also the people of Noph* and RTahpanhes

Have broken the crown of your head.

17RHave you not brought this on yourself, 

In that you have forsaken the LORD your God

When He led you in the way?

18And now why take the road to Egypt, 

To drink the waters of Sihor?

Or why take the road to Assyria, 

To drink the waters of the River?*

19Your own wickedness will Rcorrect you, 

And your backslidings will rebuke you.

Know therefore and see that it is an evil and bitter thing

That you have forsaken the LORD your God, 

And the Tfear of Me is not in you, ”

Says the Lord GOD of hosts.

20“For of old I have Rbroken your yoke and burst your bonds;

And you said, ‘I will not Ttransgress, ’

When Ron every high hill and under every green tree

You lay down, playing the harlot.

21Yet I had Rplanted you a noble vine, a seed of highest quality.

How then have you turned before Me

Into Rthe degenerate plant of an alien vine?

22For though you wash yourself with lye, and use much soap, 

Yet your iniquity is Rmarked before Me, ” says the Lord GOD.

23“HowR can you say, ‘I am not Tpolluted, 

I have not gone after the Baals’?

See your way in the valley;

Know what you have done:

You are a swift dromedary breaking loose in her ways, 

24A wild donkey used to the wilderness, 

That sniffs at the wind in her desire;

In her time of mating, who can turn her away?

All those who seek her will not weary themselves;

In her month they will find her.

25Withhold your foot from being unshod, and your throat from thirst.

But you said, R‘There is no hope.

No! For I have loved Raliens, and after them I will go.’

26“As the thief is ashamed when he is found out, 

So is the house of Israel ashamed;

They and their kings and their princes, and their priests and their prophets, 

27Saying to a tree, ‘You are my father, ’

And to a Rstone, ‘You gave birth to me.’

For they have turned their back to Me, and not their face.

But in the time of their trouble

They will say, ‘Arise and save us.’

28But Rwhere are your gods that you have made for yourselves?

Let them arise, 

If they Rcan save you in the time of your Ttrouble;

For Raccording to the number of your cities

Are your gods, O Judah.

29“Why will you plead with Me?

You all have transgressed against Me, ” says the LORD.

30“In vain I have Rchastened your children;

They received no correction.

Your sword has Rdevoured your prophets

Like a destroying lion.

31“O generation, see the word of the LORD!

Have I been a wilderness to Israel, 

Or a land of darkness?

Why do My people say, ‘We are lords;

We will come no more to You’?

32Can a virgin forget her ornaments, 

Or a bride her attire?

Yet My people Rhave forgotten Me days without number.

33“Why do you beautify your way to seek love?

Therefore you have also taught

The wicked women your ways.

34Also on your skirts is found

RThe blood of the lives of the poor innocents.

I have not found it by Tsecret search, 

But plainly on all these things.

35RYet you say, ‘Because I am innocent, 

Surely His anger shall turn from me.’

Behold, RI will plead My case against you, 

Because you say, ‘I have not sinned.’

36RWhy do you gad about so much to change your way?

Also you shall be ashamed of Egypt as you were ashamed of Assyria.

37Indeed you will go forth from him

With your hands on Ryour head;

For the LORD has rejected your trusted allies, 

And you will not prosper by them.




CHAPTER 3

1“They say, ‘If a man divorces his wife, And she goes from him

And becomes another man’s, 

RMay he return to her again?’

Would not that Rland be greatly polluted?

But you have Rplayed the harlot with many lovers;

Yet return to Me, ” says the LORD.

2“Lift up your eyes to Rthe desolate heights and see:

Where have you not lain with men?

By the road you have sat for them

Like an Arabian in the wilderness;

RAnd you have polluted the land

With your harlotries and your wickedness.

3Therefore the Rshowers have been withheld, 

And there has been no latter rain.

You have had a Rharlot’s forehead;

You refuse to be ashamed.

4Will you not from this time cry to Me, 

‘My Father, You are Rthe guide of Rmy youth?

5RWill He remain angry forever?

Will He keep it to the end?’

Behold, you have spoken and done evil things, 

As you were able.”

Judah Ignores Israel’s Example

6The LORD said also to me in the days of Josiah the king: “Have you seen what Rbacksliding Israel has done? She has gone up on every high mountain and under every green tree, and there played the harlot.

7R“And I said, after she had done all these things, ‘Return to Me.’ But she did not return. And her treacherous Rsister Judah saw it.

8“Then I saw that Rfor all the causes for which backsliding Israel had committed adultery, I had Rput her away and given her a certificate of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but went and played the harlot also.

9“So it came to pass, through her casual harlotry, that she defiled the land and committed adultery with stones and trees.

10“And yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah has not turned to Me with her whole heart, but in pretense, ” says the LORD.

Judah Is Called from Backsliding

11Then the LORD said to me, R“Backsliding Israel has shown herself more righteous than treacherous Judah.

12“Go and proclaim these words toward Rthe north, and say:

‘Return, backsliding Israel, ’ says the LORD;

‘I will not cause My anger to fall on you.

For I am merciful, ’ says the LORD;

‘I will not remain angry forever.

13ROnly acknowledge your iniquity, 

That you have transgressed against the LORD your God, 

And have scattered your charms

To Ralien deities Runder every green tree, 

And you have not obeyed My voice, ’ says the LORD.

14“Return, O backsliding children, ” says the LORD; “for I am married to you. I will take you, one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion.

15“And I will give you Rshepherds according to My heart, who will feed you with knowledge and understanding.

16“Then it shall come to pass, when you are multiplied and Rincreased in the land in those days, ” says the LORD, “that they will say no more, ‘The ark of the covenant of the LORD.’ RIt shall not come to mind, nor shall they remember it, nor shall they visit it, nor shall it be made anymore.

17“At that time Jerusalem shall be called The Throne of the LORD, and all the nations shall be gathered to it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem. No more shall they follow the dictates of their evil hearts.

18“In those days Rthe house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall come together out of the land of Rthe north to the land that I have given as an inheritance to your fathers.

19“But I said:

‘How can I put you among the children

And give you Ra pleasant land, 

A beautiful heritage of the hosts of nations?’

“And I said:

‘You shall call Me, R“My Father, ”

And not turn away from Me.’

20Surely, as a wife treacherously departs from her Thusband, 

So Rhave you dealt treacherously with Me, 

O house of Israel, ” says the LORD.

21A voice was heard on Rthe desolate heights, 

Weeping and supplications of the children of Israel.

For they have perverted their way;

They have forgotten the LORD their God.

22“Return, you backsliding children, 

And I will Rheal your backslidings.”

“Indeed we do come to You, 

For You are the LORD our God.

23RTruly, in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills, 

And from the multitude of mountains;

RTruly, in the LORD our God

Is the salvation of Israel.





24RFor shame has devoured

The labor of our fathers from our youth—

Their flocks and their herds, 

Their sons and their daughters.

25We lie down in our shame, 

And our Treproach covers us.

RFor we have sinned against the LORD our God, 

We and our fathers, 

From our youth even to this day, 

And Rhave not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God.”




CHAPTER 4

1“If you will return, O Israel, ” says the LORD, 

R“Return to Me;

And if you will put away your abominations out of My sight, 

Then you shall not be moved.

2And you shall swear, ‘The LORD lives, ’

RIn truth, in Tjudgment, and in righteousness;

RThe nations shall bless themselves in Him, 

And in Him they shall glory.”

3For thus says the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem:

“Break up your Tfallow ground, 

And do not sow among thorns.

4RCircumcise yourselves to the LORD, 

And take away the foreskins of your hearts, 

You men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, 

Lest My fury come forth like fire, 

And burn so that no one can quench it, 

Because of the evil of your doings.”

Judah’s Destruction from the North

5Declare in Judah and proclaim in Jerusalem, and say:

R“Blow the trumpet in the land;

Cry, ‘Gather together, ’

And say, ‘Assemble yourselves, 

And let us go into the fortified cities.’

6Set up the Tstandard toward Zion.

Take refuge! Do not delay!

For I will bring disaster from the Rnorth, 

And great destruction.”

7RThe lion has come up from his thicket, 

And Rthe destroyer of nations is on his way.

He has gone forth from his place

RTo make your land desolate.

Your cities will be laid waste, 

Without inhabitant.

8For this, Rclothe yourself with sackcloth, 

Lament and wail.

For the fierce anger of the LORD

Has not turned back from us.

9“And it shall come to pass in that day, ” says the LORD, 

“That the heart of the king shall perish, 

And the heart of the princes;

The priests shall be astonished, 

And the prophets shall wonder.”

10Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD!

RSurely You have greatly deceived this people and Jerusalem, 

RSaying, ‘You shall have peace, ’

Whereas the sword reaches to the Theart.”

11At that time it will be said

To this people and to Jerusalem, 

R“A dry wind of the desolate heights blows in the wilderness

Toward the daughter of My people—

Not to fan or to cleanse—

12A wind too strong for these will come for Me;

Now RI will also speak judgment against them.”

13“Behold, he shall come up like clouds, 

And his chariots like a whirlwind.

His horses are swifter than eagles.

Woe to us, for we are plundered!”

14O Jerusalem, Rwash your heart from wickedness, 

That you may be saved.

How long shall your evil thoughts lodge within you?

15For a voice declares Rfrom Dan

And proclaims Taffliction from Mount Ephraim:

16“Make mention to the nations, 

Yes, proclaim against Jerusalem, 

That watchers come from a Rfar country

And raise their voice against the cities of Judah.

17RLike keepers of a field they are against her all around, 

Because she has been rebellious against Me, ” says the LORD.

18“YourR ways and your doings

Have procured these things for you.

This is your wickedness, 

Because it is bitter, 

Because it reaches to your heart.”

19O my Rsoul, my soul!

I am pained in my very heart!

My heart makes a noise in me;

I cannot hold my peace, 

Because you have heard, O my soul, 

The sound of the trumpet, 

The alarm of war.

20Destruction upon destruction is cried, 

For the whole land is plundered.

Suddenly my tents are plundered, 

And my curtains in a moment.

21How long will I see the standard, 

And hear the sound of the trumpet?

22“For My people are foolish, 

They have not known Me.

They are Tsilly children, 

And they have no understanding.

RThey are wise to do evil, 

But to do good they have no knowledge.”

23RI beheld the earth, and indeed it was without form, and void;

And the heavens, they had no light.

24RI beheld the mountains, and indeed they trembled, 

And all the hills moved back and forth.

25I beheld, and indeed there was no man, 

And Rall the birds of the heavens had fled.

26I beheld, and indeed the fruitful land was a Rwilderness, 

And all its cities were broken down

At the presence of the LORD, 

By His fierce anger.

27For thus says the LORD:

“The whole land shall be desolate;

Yet I will not make a full end.

28For this shall the earth mourn, 

And Rthe heavens above be black, 

Because I have spoken.

I have purposed and Rwill not relent, 

Nor will I turn back from it.

29The whole city shall flee from the noise of the horsemen and bowmen.

They shall go into thickets and climb up on the rocks.

Every city shall be forsaken, 

And not a man shall dwell in it.

30“And when you are plundered, 

What will you do?

Though you clothe yourself with crimson, 

Though you adorn yourself with ornaments of gold, 

RThough you enlarge your eyes with paint, 

In vain you will make yourself fair;

RYour lovers will despise you;

They will seek your life.

31“For I have heard a voice as of a woman in Tlabor, 

The anguish as of her who brings forth her first child, 

The voice of the daughter of Zion bewailing herself;

She Rspreads her hands, saying, 

‘Woe is me now, for my soul is weary

Because of murderers!’




CHAPTER 5

Judah’s Sins

1“Run to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem;

See now and know;

And seek in her open places

RIf you can find a man, 

RIf there is anyone who executes Tjudgment, 

Who seeks the truth, 

RAnd I will pardon her.

2RThough they say, ‘As the LORD lives, ’

Surely they swear falsely.”

3O LORD, are not Your eyes on the truth?

You have Rstricken them, 

But they have not grieved;

You have consumed them, 

But Rthey have refused to receive correction.

They have made their faces harder than rock;

They have refused to return.

4Therefore I said, “Surely these are poor.

They are foolish;

For Rthey do not know the way of the LORD, 

The judgment of their God.

5I will go to the great men and speak to them, 

For Rthey have known the way of the LORD, 

The judgment of their God.”

But these have altogether Rbroken the yoke

And burst the bonds.

6Therefore Ra lion from the forest shall slay them, 

RA wolf of the deserts shall destroy them;

RA leopard will watch over their cities.

Everyone who goes out from there shall be torn in pieces, 

Because their transgressions are many;

Their backslidings have increased.

7“How shall I pardon you for this?

Your children have forsaken Me

And sworn by those that are not gods.

RWhen I had fed them to the full, 

Then they committed adultery

And assembled themselves by troops in the harlots’ houses.

8RThey were like well-fed lusty stallions;

Every one neighed after his neighbor’s wife.

9Shall I not punish them for these things?” says the LORD.

“And shall I not Ravenge Myself on such a nation as this?

10“Go up on her walls and destroy, 

But do not make a Rcomplete end.

Take away her branches, 

For they are not the LORD’s.

11For Rthe house of Israel and the house of Judah

Have dealt very treacherously with Me, ” says the LORD.

12They have lied about the LORD, 

And said, R“It is not He.

Neither will evil come upon us, 

Nor shall we see sword or famine.

13And the prophets become wind, 

For the word is not in them.

Thus shall it be done to them.”

14Therefore thus says the LORD God of hosts:

“Because you speak this word, 

RBehold, I will make My words in your mouth fire, 

And this people wood, 

And it shall devour them.

15Behold, I will bring a Rnation against you Rfrom afar, 

O house of Israel, ” says the LORD.

“It is a mighty nation, 

It is an ancient nation, 

A nation whose language you do not know, 

Nor can you understand what they say.

16Their quiver is like an open tomb;

They are all mighty men.

17And they shall eat up your Rharvest and your bread, 

Which your sons and daughters should eat.

They shall eat up your flocks and your herds;

They shall eat up your vines and your fig trees;

They shall destroy your fortified cities, 

In which you trust, with the sword.

18“Nevertheless in those days, ” says the LORD, “I Rwill not Tmake a complete end of you.

19“And it will be when you say, R‘Why does the LORD our God do all these things to us?’ then you shall answer them, ‘Just as you have forsaken Me and served foreign gods in your land, so you shall serve aliens in a land that is not yours.’

20“Declare this in the house of Jacob

And proclaim it in Judah, saying, 

21‘Hear this now, O Rfoolish people, 

Without understanding, 

Who have eyes and see not, 

And who have ears and hear not:

22RDo you not fear Me?’ says the LORD.

‘Will you not tremble at My presence, 

Who have placed the sand as the Rbound of the sea, 

By a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass beyond it?

And though its waves toss to and fro, 

Yet they cannot prevail;

Though they roar, yet they cannot pass over it.

23But this people has a defiant and rebellious heart;

They have revolted and departed.

24They do not say in their heart, 

“Let us now fear the LORD our God, 

RWho gives rain, both the Rformer and the latter, in its season.

RHe reserves for us the appointed weeks of the harvest.”

25RYour iniquities have turned these things away, 

And your sins have withheld good from you.

26‘For among My people are found wicked men;

They Rlie in wait as one who sets snares;

They set a trap;

They catch men.

27As a cage is full of birds, 

So their houses are full of deceit.

Therefore they have become great and grown rich.

28They have grown Rfat, they are sleek;

Yes, they surpass the deeds of the wicked;

They do not plead Rthe cause, 

The cause of the fatherless;

RYet they prosper, 

And the right of the needy they do not defend.

29RShall I not punish them for these things?’ says the LORD.

‘Shall I not avenge Myself on such a nation as this?’

30“An astonishing and horrible thing

Has been committed in the land:

31The prophets prophesy falsely, 

And the priests rule by their own power;

And My people love to have it so.

But what will you do in the end?




CHAPTER 6

Jerusalem to Be Destroyed

1“O YOU children of Benjamin, Gather yourselves to flee from the midst of Jerusalem!

Blow the trumpet in Tekoa, 

And set up a signal-fire in RBeth Haccerem;

RFor disaster appears out of the north, 

And great destruction.

2I have likened the daughter of Zion

To a lovely and delicate woman.

3The Rshepherds with their flocks shall come to her.

They shall pitch their tents against her all around.

Each one shall pasture in his own place.”

4“PrepareR war against her;

Arise, and let us go up Rat noon.

Woe to us, for the day goes away, 

For the shadows of the evening are lengthening.

5Arise, and let us go by night, 

And let us destroy her palaces.”

6For thus has the LORD of hosts said:

“Cut down trees, 

And build a mound against Jerusalem.

This is the city to be punished.

She is full of oppression in her midst.

7RAs a fountain Twells up with water, 

So she wells up with her wickedness.

RViolence and plundering are heard in her.

Before Me continually are Tgrief and wounds.

8Be instructed, O Jerusalem, 

Lest RMy soul depart from you;

Lest I make you desolate, 

A land not inhabited.”

9Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“They shall thoroughly glean as a vine the remnant of Israel;

As a grape-gatherer, put your hand back into the branches.”

10To whom shall I speak and give warning, 

That they may hear?

Indeed their Rear is uncircumcised, 

And they cannot give heed.

Behold, Rthe word of the LORD is a reproach to them;

They have no delight in it.

11Therefore I am full of the fury of the LORD.

RI am weary of holding it in.

“I will pour it out Ron the children outside, 

And on the assembly of young men together;

For even the husband shall be taken with the wife, 

The aged with him who is full of days.

12And Rtheir houses shall be turned over to others, 

Fields and wives together;

For I will stretch out My hand

Against the inhabitants of the land, ” says the LORD.

13“Because from the least of them even to the greatest of them, 

Everyone is given to Rcovetousness;

And from the prophet even to the Rpriest, 

Everyone deals falsely.

14They have also Rhealed the hurt of My people slightly, 

RSaying, ‘Peace, peace!’

When there is no peace.

15Were they Rashamed when they had committed abomination?

No! They were not at all ashamed;

Nor did they know how to blush.

Therefore they shall fall among those who fall;

At the time I punish them, 

They shall be cast down, ” says the LORD.

16Thus says the LORD:

“Stand in the ways and see, 

And ask for the Rold paths, where the good way is, 

And walk in it;

Then you will find rest for your souls.

But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’

17Also, I set watchmen over you, saying, 

‘Listen to the sound of the trumpet!’

But they said, ‘We will not listen.’

18Therefore hear, you nations, 

And know, O congregation, what is among them.

19RHear, O earth!

Behold, I will certainly bring Rcalamity on this people—

RThe fruit of their thoughts, 

Because they have not heeded My words

Nor My law, but rejected it.

20RFor what purpose to Me

Comes frankincense from Sheba, 

And sweet cane from a far country?

Your burnt offerings are not acceptable, 

Nor your sacrifices sweet to Me.”

21Therefore thus says the LORD:

“Behold, I will lay stumbling blocks before this people, 

And the fathers and the sons together shall fall on them.

The neighbor and his friend shall perish.”

22Thus says the LORD:

“Behold, a people comes from the Rnorth country, 

And a great nation will be raised from the farthest parts of the earth.

23They will lay hold on bow and spear;

They are cruel and have no mercy;

Their voice Rroars like the sea;

And they ride on horses, 

As men of war set in array against you, O daughter of Zion.”

24We have heard the report of it;

Our hands grow feeble.

Anguish has taken hold of us, 

Pain as of a woman in Tlabor.

25Do not go out into the field, 

Nor walk by the way.

Because of the sword of the enemy, 

Fear is on every side.

26O daughter of my people, 

RDress in sackcloth

RAnd roll about in ashes!

RMake mourning as for an only son, most bitter lamentation;

For the plunderer will suddenly come upon us.

27“I have set you as an assayer and Ra fortress among My people, 

That you may know and test their way.

28RThey are all stubborn rebels, Rwalking as slanderers.

They are Rbronze and iron, 

They are all corrupters;

29The bellows blow fiercely, 

The lead is consumed by the fire;

The smelter refines in vain, 

For the wicked are not drawn off.

30People will call them rejected silver, 

Because the LORD has rejected them.”




CHAPTER 7

Judah’s Sin of External Religion

1The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 

2R“Stand in the gate of the LORD’s house, and proclaim there this word, and say, ‘Hear the word of the LORD, all you of Judah who enter in at these gates to worship the LORD!’ ”

3Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: “Amend your ways and your doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place.

4“Do not trust in these lying words, saying, ‘The temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD are these.’

5“For if you thoroughly amend your ways and your doings, if you thoroughly execute judgment between a man and his neighbor, 

6“if you do not oppress the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place, Ror walk after other gods to your hurt, 

7R“then I will cause you to dwell in this place, in Rthe land that I gave to your fathers forever and ever.

8“Behold, you trust in Rlying words that cannot profit.

9R“Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, burn incense to Baal, and Rwalk after other gods whom you do not know, 

10R“and then come and stand before Me in this house Rwhich is called by My name, and say, ‘We are delivered to do all these abominations’?

11“Has Rthis house, which is called by My name, become a Rden of thieves in your eyes? Behold, I, even I, have seen it, ” says the LORD.

12“But go now to RMy place which was in Shiloh, where I set My name at the first, and see what I did to it because of the wickedness of My people Israel.

13“And now, because you have done all these works, ” says the LORD, “and I spoke to you, Rrising up early and speaking, but you did not hear, and I Rcalled you, but you did not answer, 

14“therefore I will do to the house which is called by My name, in which you trust, and to this place which I gave to you and your fathers, as I have done to Shiloh.

15“And I will cast you out of My sight, Ras I have cast out all your brethren—Rthe whole posterity of Ephraim.

16“Therefore Rdo not pray for this people, nor lift up a cry or prayer for them, nor make intercession to Me; Rfor I will not hear you.

17“Do you not see what they do in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem?

18“The children gather wood, the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead dough, to make cakes for the queen of heaven; and they pour out drink offerings to other gods, that they may provoke Me to anger.

19“Do they provoke Me to anger?” says the LORD. “Do they not provoke themselves, to the shame of their own faces?”

20Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, My anger and My fury will be poured out on this place—on man and on beast, on the trees of the field and on the fruit of the ground. And it will burn and not be quenched.”

21Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: R“Add your burnt offerings to your sacrifices and eat meat.

22R“For I did not speak to your fathers, or command them in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices.

23“But this is what I commanded them, saying, R‘Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and you shall be My people. And walk in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well with you.’

24R“Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but Rfollowed the counsels and the dictates of their evil hearts, and went backward and not forward.

25“Since the day that your fathers came out of the land of Egypt until this day, I have even Rsent to you all My servants the prophets, daily rising up early and sending them.

26R“Yet they did not obey Me or incline their ear, but Rstiffened their neck. They did worse than their fathers.

27“Therefore Ryou shall speak all these words to them, but they will not obey you. You shall also call to them, but they will not answer you.

28“So you shall say to them, ‘This is a nation that does not obey the voice of the LORD their God Rnor receive correction. RTruth has perished and has been cut off from their mouth.

29‘Cut off your hair and cast it away, and take up a lamentation on the desolate heights; for the LORD has rejected and forsaken the generation of His wrath.’

30“For the children of Judah have done evil in My sight, ” says the LORD. R“They have set their abominations in the house which is called by My name, to pollute it.

31“And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire, which I did not command, nor did it come into My heart.

32“Therefore behold, Rthe days are coming, ” says the LORD, “when it will no more be called Tophet, or the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter; Rfor they will bury in Tophet until there is no room.

33“The Rcorpses of this people will be food for the birds of the heaven and for the beasts of the earth. And no one will frighten them away.

34“Then I will cause to Rcease from the cities of Judah and from the streets of Jerusalem the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride. For Rthe land shall be desolate.




CHAPTER 8

1“At that time, ” says the LORD, “they shall bring out the bones of the kings of Judah, and the bones of its princes, and the bones of the priests, and the bones of the prophets, and the bones of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, out of their graves.

2“They shall spread them before the sun and the moon and all the host of heaven, which they have loved and which they have served and after which they have walked, which they have sought and Rwhich they have worshiped. They shall not be gathered Rnor buried; they shall be like refuse on the face of the earth.

3“Then Rdeath shall be chosen rather than life by all the Tresidue of those who remain of this evil family, who remain in all the places where I have driven them, ” says the LORD of hosts.

Judah’s Judgment Imminent

4“Moreover you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD:

“Will they fall and not rise?

Will one turn away and not return?

5Why has this people slidden back, 

Jerusalem, in a perpetual backsliding?

RThey hold fast to deceit, 

RThey refuse to return.

6RI listened and heard, 

But they do not speak aright.

RNo man repented of his wickedness, 

Saying, ‘What have I done?’

Everyone turned to his own course, 

As the horse rushes into the battle.

7“Even Rthe stork in the heavens

Knows her appointed times;

And the turtledove, the swift, and the swallow

Observe the time of their coming.

But RMy people do not know the judgment of the LORD.

8“How can you say, ‘We are wise, 

RAnd the law of the LORD is with us’?

Look, the false pen of the scribe certainly works falsehood.

9RThe wise men are ashamed, 

They are dismayed and taken.

Behold, they have rejected the word of the LORD;

So what wisdom do they have?

10Therefore RI will give their wives to others, 

And their fields to those who will inherit them;

Because from the least even to the greatest

Everyone is given to Rcovetousness;

From the prophet even to the priest

Everyone deals falsely.

11For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of My people slightly, 

Saying, R‘Peace, peace!’

When there is no peace.

12Were they Rashamed when they had committed abomination?

No! They were not at all ashamed, 

Nor did they know how to blush.

Therefore they shall fall among those who fall;

In the time of their punishment

They shall be cast down, ” says the LORD.

13“I will surely Tconsume them, ” says the LORD.

“No grapes shall be on the vine, 

Nor figs on the Rfig tree, 

And the leaf shall fade;

And the things I have given them shall pass away from them.” ’ ”

14“Why do we sit still?

RAssemble yourselves, 

And let us enter the fortified cities, 

And let us be silent there.

For the LORD our God has put us to silence

And given us RwaterT of gall to drink, 

Because we have sinned against the LORD.

15“We Rlooked for peace, but no good came;

And for a time of health, and there was trouble!

16The snorting of His horses was heard from RDan.

The whole land trembled at the sound of the neighing of His Rstrong ones;

For they have come and devoured the land and all that is in it, 

The city and those who dwell in it.”

17“For behold, I will send serpents among you, 

Vipers which cannot be charmed, 

And they shall bite you, ” says the LORD.

Jeremiah’s Lament for Judah

18I would comfort myself in sorrow;

My heart is faint in me.

19Listen! The voice, 

The cry of the daughter of my people

From Ra far country:

“Is not the LORD in Zion?

Is not her King in her?”

“Why have they provoked Me to anger

With their carved images—

With foreign idols?”

20“The harvest is past, 

The summer is ended, 

And we are not saved!”

21RFor the hurt of the daughter of my people I am hurt.

I am Rmourning;

Astonishment has taken hold of me.

22Is there no Rbalm in Gilead, 

Is there no physician there?

Why then is there no recovery

For the health of the daughter of my people?




CHAPTER 9

1 Oh, Rthat my head were waters,  And my eyes a fountain of tears, 

That I might weep day and night

For the slain of the daughter of my people!

2Oh, that I had in the wilderness

A lodging place for travelers;

That I might leave my people, 

And go from them!

For Rthey are all adulterers, 

An assembly of treacherous men.

3“And like their bow Rthey have bent their tongues for lies.

They are not valiant for the truth on the earth.

For they proceed from Revil to evil, 

And they Rdo not know Me, ” says the LORD.

4“EveryoneR take heed to his Tneighbor, 

And do not trust any brother;

For every brother will utterly supplant, 

And every neighbor will Rwalk with slanderers.

5Everyone will Rdeceive his neighbor, 

And will not speak the truth;

They have taught their tongue to speak lies;

They weary themselves to commit iniquity.

6Your dwelling place is in the midst of deceit;

Through deceit they refuse to know Me, ” says the LORD.

Judah’s Judgment Is Described

7Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts:

“Behold, RI will refine them and Ttry them;

RFor how shall I deal with the daughter of My people?

8Their tongue is an arrow shot out;

It speaks Rdeceit;

One speaks Rpeaceably to his neighbor with his mouth, 

But in his heart he lies in wait.

9RShall I not punish them for these things?” says the LORD.

“Shall I not avenge Myself on such a nation as this?”

10I will take up a weeping and wailing for the mountains, 

And Rfor the dwelling places of the wilderness a lamentation, 

Because they are burned up, 

So that no one can pass through;

Nor can men hear the voice of the cattle.

RBoth the birds of the heavens and the beasts have fled;

They are gone.

11“I will make Jerusalem Ra heap of ruins, Ra den of jackals.

I will make the cities of Judah desolate, without an inhabitant.”

12RWho is the wise man who may understand this? And who is he to whom the mouth of the LORD has spoken, that he may declare it? Why does the land perish and burn up like a wilderness, so that no one can pass through?

13And the LORD said, “Because they have forsaken My law which I set before them, and have Rnot obeyed My voice, nor walked according to it, 

14“but they have walked according to the dictates of their own hearts and after the Baals, which their fathers taught them, ”

15therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, I will Rfeed them, this people, Rwith wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink.

16“I will scatter them also among the Gentiles, whom neither they nor their fathers have known. And I will send a sword after them until I have consumed them.”

17Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“Consider and call for Rthe mourning women, 

That they may come;

And send for skillful wailing women, 

That they may come.

18Let them make haste

And take up a wailing for us, 

That our eyes may run with tears, 

And our eyelids gush with water.

19For a voice of wailing is heard from Zion:

‘How we are plundered!

We are greatly ashamed, 

Because we have forsaken the land, 

Because we have been cast out of Rour dwellings.’ ”

20Yet hear the word of the LORD, O women, 

And let your ear receive the word of His mouth;

Teach your daughters wailing, 

And everyone her neighbor a lamentation.

21For death has come through our windows, 

Has entered our palaces, 

To kill off Rthe children—Tno longer to be outside!

And the young men—Tno longer on the streets!

22Speak, “Thus says the LORD:

‘Even the carcasses of men shall fall Ras refuse on the open field, 

Like cuttings after the harvester, 

And no one shall gather them.’ ”

23Thus says the LORD:

R“Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, 

Let not the mighty man glory in his Rmight, 

Nor let the rich man glory in his riches;

24But Rlet him who glories glory in this, 

That he understands and knows Me, 

That I am the LORD, exercising 

lovingkindness, Tjudgment, and righteousness in the earth.

For in these I delight, ” says the LORD.

25“Behold, the days are coming, ” says the LORD, “that I will punish all who are circumcised with the uncircumcised—

26“Egypt, Judah, Edom, the people of Ammon, Moab, and all who are in the Rfarthest corners, who dwell in the wilderness. For all these nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are Runcircumcised in the heart.”




CHAPTER 10

Judah’s Futile Idolatry

1Hear the word which the LORD speaks to you, O house of Israel.

2Thus says the LORD:

R“Do not learn the way of the Gentiles;

Do not be dismayed at the signs of heaven, 

For the Gentiles are dismayed at them.

3For the customs of the peoples are Tfutile;

For Rone cuts a tree from the forest, 

The work of the hands of the workman, with the ax.

4They decorate it with silver and gold;

They Rfasten it with nails and hammers

So that it will not topple.

5They are upright, like a palm tree, 

And Rthey cannot speak;

They must be Rcarried, 

Because they cannot go by themselves.

Do not be afraid of them, 

For Rthey cannot do evil, 

Nor can they do any good.”

6Inasmuch as there is none Rlike You, O LORD

(You are great, and Your name is great in might), 

7RWho would not fear You, O King of the nations?

For this is Your rightful due.

For Ramong all the wise men of the nations, 

And in all their kingdoms, 

There is none like You.

8But they are altogether Rdull-hearted and foolish;

A wooden idol is a worthless doctrine.

9Silver is beaten into plates;

It is brought from Tarshish, 

And Rgold from Uphaz, 

The work of the craftsman

And of the hands of the metalsmith;

Blue and purple are their clothing;

They are all the work of skillful men.

10But the LORD is the true God;

He is Rthe living God and the Reverlasting King.

At His wrath the earth will tremble, 

And the nations will not be able to endure His indignation.

11Thus you shall say to them: R“The gods that have not made the heavens and the earth Rshall perish from the earth and from under these heavens.”

12He Rhas made the earth by His power, 

He has Restablished the world by His wisdom, 

And Rhas stretched out the heavens at His discretion.

13RWhen He utters His voice, 

There is a Tmultitude of waters in the heavens:

“And He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth.

He makes lightning for the rain, 

He brings the wind out of His treasuries.”*

14REveryone is Rdull-hearted, without knowledge;

REvery metalsmith is put to shame by an image;

For his molded image is falsehood, 

And there is no breath in them.

15They are futile, a work of errors;

In the time of their punishment they shall perish.

16RThe Portion of Jacob is not like them, 

For He is the Maker of all things, 

And RIsrael is the tribe of His inheritance;

RThe LORD of hosts is His name.

17RGather up your wares from the land, 

O inhabitant of the fortress!

18For thus says the LORD:

“Behold, I will Rthrow out at this time

The inhabitants of the land, 

And will distress them, 

RThat they may find it so.”

Jeremiah’s Prayer for Correction

19RWoe is me for my hurt!

My wound is severe.

But I say, R“Truly this is an infirmity, 

And RI must bear it.”

20RMy tent is plundered, 

And all my cords are broken;

My children have gone from me, 

And they are Rno more.

There is no one to pitch my tent anymore, 

Or set up my curtains.

21For the shepherds have become dull-hearted, 

And have not sought the LORD;

Therefore they shall not prosper, 

And all their flocks shall be scattered.

22Behold, the noise of the report has come, 

And a great commotion out of the Rnorth country, 

To make the cities of Judah desolate, a Rden of jackals.

23O LORD, I know the Rway of man is not in himself;

It is not in man who walks to direct his own steps.

24O LORD, Rcorrect me, but with justice;

Not in Your anger, lest You bring me to nothing.

25RPour out Your fury on the Gentiles, Rwho do not know You, 

And on the families who do not call on Your name;

For they have eaten up Jacob, 

Devoured him and consumed him, 

And made his dwelling place desolate.




CHAPTER 11

Judah’s Curse Because of the Broken Covenant

1The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 

2“Hear the words of this covenant, and speak to the men of Judah and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem;

3“and say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD God of Israel: “Cursed is the man who does not obey the words of this covenant

4“which I commanded your fathers in the day I brought them out of the land of Egypt, Rfrom the iron furnace, saying, R‘Obey My voice, and do according to all that I command you; so shall you be My people, and I will be your God, ’

5“that I may establish the Roath which I have sworn to your fathers, to give them ‘a land flowing with milk and honey, ’* as it is this day.” ’ ” And I answered and said, T“So be it, LORD.”

6Then the LORD said to me, “Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, saying: ‘Hear the words of this covenant Rand do them.

7‘For I earnestly exhorted your fathers in the day I brought them up out of the land of Egypt, until this day, Rrising early and exhorting, saying, “Obey My voice.”

8R‘Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but Reveryone followed the dictates of his evil heart; therefore I will bring upon them all the words of this covenant, which I commanded them to do, but which they have not done.’ ”

9And the LORD said to me, “A conspiracy has been found among the men of Judah and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

10“They have turned back to the iniquities of their forefathers who refused to hear My words, and they have gone after other gods to serve them; the house of Israel and the house of Judah have broken My covenant which I made with their fathers.”

11Therefore thus says the LORD: “Behold, I will surely bring calamity on them which they will not be able to escape; and though they cry out to Me, I will not listen to them.

12“Then the cities of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem will go and Rcry out to the gods to whom they offer incense, but they will not save them at all in the time of their trouble.

13“For according to the number of your cities were your gods, O Judah; and according to the number of the streets of Jerusalem you have set up altars to that shameful thing, altars to burn incense to Baal.

14“So Rdo not pray for this people, or lift up a cry or prayer for them; for I will not hear them in the time that they cry out to Me because of their trouble.

15“WhatR has My beloved to do in My house, 

Having Rdone lewd deeds with many?

And Rthe holy flesh has passed from you.

When you do evil, then you rejoice.

16The LORD called your name, 

RGreen Olive Tree, Lovely and of Good Fruit.

With the noise of a great tumult

He has kindled fire on it, 

And its branches are broken.

17“For the LORD of hosts, Rwho planted you, has pronounced doom against you for the evil of the house of Israel and of the house of Judah, which they have done against themselves to provoke Me to anger in offering incense to Baal.”

Anathoth’s Conspiracy Against Jeremiah

18Now the LORD gave me knowledge of it, and I know it; for You showed me their doings.

19But I was like a docile lamb brought to the slaughter; and I did not know that they had devised schemes against me, saying, “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, Rand let us cut him off from Rthe land of the living, that his name may be remembered no more.”

20But, O LORD of hosts, 

You who judge righteously, 

Testing the mind and the heart, 

Let me see Your vengeance on them, 

For to You I have revealed my cause.

21“Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the men of Anathoth who seek your life, saying, R‘Do not prophesy in the name of the LORD, lest you die by our hand’—

22“therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Behold, I will punish them. The young men shall die by the sword, their sons and their daughters shall Rdie by famine;

23‘and there shall be no remnant of them, for I will bring catastrophe on the men of Anathoth, even Rthe year of their punishment.’ ”




CHAPTER 12

Jeremiah’s Complaint to God

1Righteous Rare You, O LORD, when I plead with You;

Yet let me talk with You about Your judgments.

RWhy does the way of the wicked prosper?

Why are those happy who deal so treacherously?

2You have planted them, yes, they have taken root;

They grow, yes, they bear fruit.

RYou are near in their mouth

But far from their mind.

3But You, O LORD, Rknow me;

You have seen me, 

And You have Rtested my heart toward You.

Pull them out like sheep for the slaughter, 

And prepare them for Rthe day of slaughter.

4How long will Rthe land mourn, 

And the herbs of every field wither?

RThe beasts and birds are consumed, 

RFor the wickedness of those who dwell there, 

Because they said, “He will not see our final end.”

God’s Reply to Jeremiah

5“If you have run with the footmen, and they have wearied you, 

Then how can you contend with horses?

And if in the land of peace, 

In which you trusted, they wearied you, 

Then how will you do in Rthe floodplain* of the Jordan?

6For even Ryour brothers, the house of your father, 

Even they have dealt treacherously with you;

Yes, they have called Ta multitude after you.

RDo not believe them, 

Even though they speak Tsmooth words to you.

7“I have forsaken My house, I have left My heritage;

I have given the dearly beloved of My soul into the hand of her enemies.

8My heritage is to Me like a lion in the forest;

It cries out against Me;

Therefore I have Rhated it.

9My Theritage is to Me like a speckled vulture;

The vultures all around are against her.

Come, assemble all the beasts of the field, 

RBring them to devour!

10“Many Rrulers* have destroyed RMy vineyard, 

They have Rtrodden My portion underfoot;

They have made My pleasant portion a desolate wilderness.

11They have made it Rdesolate;

Desolate, it mourns to Me;

The whole land is made desolate, 

Because no one takes it to heart.

12The plunderers have come

On all the desolate heights in the wilderness, 

For the sword of the LORD shall devour

From one end of the land to the other end of the land;

No flesh shall have peace.

13RThey have sown wheat but reaped thorns;

They have Tput themselves to pain but do not profit.

But be ashamed of your harvest

Because of the fierce anger of the LORD.”

14Thus says the LORD: “Against all My evil neighbors who Rtouch the inheritance which I have caused My people Israel to inherit—behold, I will Rpluck them out of their land and pluck out the house of Judah from among them.

15R“Then it shall be, after I have plucked them out, that I will return and have compassion on them Rand bring them back, everyone to his heritage and everyone to his land.

16“And it shall be, if they will learn carefully the ways of My people, to swear by My name, ‘As the LORD lives, ’ as they taught My people to swear by Baal, then they shall be established in the midst of My people.

17“But if they do not Robey, I will utterly pluck up and destroy that nation, ” says the LORD.




CHAPTER 13

Sign of the Ruined Sash

1Thus the LORD said to me: “Go and get yourself a linen sash, and put it around your waist, but do not put it in water.”

2So I got a sash according to the word of the LORD, and put it around my waist.

3And the word of the LORD came to me the second time, saying, 

4“Take the Tsash that you acquired, which is Taround your waist, and arise, go to the Euphrates, * and hide it there in a hole in the rock.”

5So I went and hid it by the Euphrates, as the LORD commanded me.

6Now it came to pass after many days that the LORD said to me, “Arise, go to the Euphrates, and take from there the sash which I commanded you to hide there.”

7Then I went to the Euphrates and dug, and I took the sash from the place where I had hidden it; and there was the sash, ruined. It was profitable for nothing.

8Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

9“Thus says the LORD: ‘In this manner RI will ruin the pride of Judah and the great Rpride of Jerusalem.

10‘This evil people, who refuse to hear My words, who follow the dictates of their hearts, and walk after other gods to serve them and worship them, shall be just like this sash which is profitable for nothing.

11‘For as the sash clings to the waist of a man, so I have caused the whole house of Israel and the whole house of Judah to cling to Me, ’ says the LORD, ‘that they may become My people, for renown, for praise, and for glory; but they would not hear.’

Sign of the Wine Bottles

12“Therefore you shall speak to them this word: ‘Thus says the LORD God of Israel: “Every bottle shall be filled with wine.” ’ And they will say to you, ‘Do we not certainly know that every bottle will be filled with wine?’

13“Then you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Behold, I will fill all the inhabitants of this land—even the kings who sit on David’s throne, the priests, the prophets, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem—Rwith drunkenness!

14“And RI will dash them Tone against another, even the fathers and the sons together, ” says the LORD. “I will not pity nor spare nor have mercy, but will destroy them.” ’ ”

15Hear and give ear:

Do not be proud, 

For the LORD has spoken.

16Give glory to the LORD your God

Before He causes Rdarkness, 

And before your feet stumble

On the dark mountains, 

And while you are looking for light, 

He turns it into Rthe shadow of death

And makes it dense darkness.

17But if you will not hear it, 

My soul will Rweep in secret for your pride;

My eyes will weep bitterly

And run down with tears, 

Because the LORD’s flock has been taken captive.

18Say to Rthe king and to the queen mother, 

“Humble yourselves;

Sit down, 

For your rule shall collapse, the crown of your glory.”

19The cities of the South shall be shut up, 

And no one shall open them;

Judah shall be carried away captive, all of it;

It shall be wholly carried away captive.

20Lift up your eyes and see

Those who come from the Rnorth.

Where is the flock that was given to you, 

Your beautiful sheep?

21What will you say when He punishes you?

For you have taught them

To be chieftains, to be head over you.

Will not Rpangs seize you, 

Like a woman in Tlabor?

22And if you say in your heart, 

R“Why have these things come upon me?”

For the greatness of your iniquity

RYour skirts have been uncovered, 

Your heels made bare.

23Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots?

Then may you also do good who are accustomed to do evil.

24“Therefore I will Rscatter them Rlike stubble

That passes away by the wind of the wilderness.

25RThis is your lot, 

The portion of your measures from Me, ” says the LORD, 

“Because you have forgotten Me

And trusted in Rfalsehood.

26Therefore RI will uncover your skirts over your face, 

That your shame may appear.

27I have seen your adulteries

And your lustful Rneighings, 

The lewdness of your harlotry, 

Your abominations Ron the hills in the fields.

Woe to you, O Jerusalem!

Will you still not be made clean?”




CHAPTER 14

Judah’s Drought Is Described

1The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah concerning the droughts.

2“Judah mourns, 

And Rher gates languish;

They Rmourn for the land, 

And the cry of Jerusalem has gone up.

3Their nobles have sent their lads for water;

They went to the cisterns and found no water.

They returned with their vessels empty;

They were ashamed and confounded

RAnd covered their heads.

4Because the ground is parched, 

For there was Rno rain in the land, 

The plowmen were ashamed;

They covered their heads.

5Yes, the deer also gave birth in the field, 

But left because there was no grass.

6And Rthe wild donkeys stood in the desolate heights;

They sniffed at the wind like jackals;

Their eyes failed because there was no grass.”

Jeremiah’s First Intercession

7O LORD, though our iniquities testify against us, 

Do it Rfor Your name’s sake;

For our backslidings are many, 

We have sinned against You.

8RO the Hope of Israel, his Savior in time of trouble, 

Why should You be like a stranger in the land, 

And like a traveler who turns aside to tarry for a night?

9Why should You be like a man astonished, 

Like a mighty one Rwho cannot save?

Yet You, O LORD, Rare in our midst, 

And we are called by Your name;

Do not leave us!

10Thus says the LORD to this people:

R“Thus they have loved to wander;

They have not restrained their feet.

Therefore the LORD does not accept them;

RHe will remember their iniquity now, 

And punish their sins.”

11Then the LORD said to me, R“Do not pray for this people, for their good.

12R“When they fast, I will not hear their cry; and when they offer burnt offering and grain offering, I will not accept them. But I will consume them by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence.”

Jeremiah’s Second Intercession

13Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, the prophets say to them, ‘You shall not see the sword, nor shall you have famine, but I will give you assured peace in this place.’ ”

14And the LORD said to me, R“The prophets prophesy lies in My name. RI have not sent them, commanded them, nor spoken to them; they prophesy to you a false vision, divination, a worthless thing, and the deceit of their heart.

15“Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the prophets who prophesy in My name, whom I did not send, Rand who say, ‘Sword and famine shall not be in this land’—‘By sword and famine those prophets shall be consumed!

16‘And the people to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword; they will have no one to bury them—them nor their wives, their sons nor their daughters—for I will pour their wickedness on them.’

17“Therefore you shall say this word to them:

R‘Let my eyes flow with tears night and day, 

And let them not cease;

RFor the virgin daughter of my people

Has been broken with a mighty stroke, with a very severe blow.

18If I go out to Rthe field, 

Then behold, those slain with the sword!

And if I enter the city, 

Then behold, those sick from famine!

Yes, both prophet and priest go about in a land they do not know.’ ”

Jeremiah’s Third Intercession

19RHave You utterly rejected Judah?

Has Your soul loathed Zion?

Why have You stricken us so that Rthere is no healing for us?

RWe looked for peace, but there was no good;

And for the time of healing, and there was trouble.

20We acknowledge, O LORD, our wickedness

And the iniquity of our fathers, 

For we have sinned against You.

21Do not abhor us, for Your name’s sake;

Do not disgrace the throne of Your glory.

RRemember, do not break Your covenant with us.

22Are there any among the idols of the nations that can cause rain?

Or can the heavens give showers?

Are You not He, O LORD our God?

Therefore we will wait for You, 

Since You have made all these.




CHAPTER 15

1Then the LORD said to me, R“Even if RMoses and Samuel stood before Me, My mind would not be favorable toward this people. Cast them out of My sight, and let them go forth.

2“And it shall be, if they say to you, ‘Where should we go?’ then you shall tell them, ‘Thus says the LORD:

R“Such as are for death, to death;

And such as are for the sword, to the sword;

And such as are for the famine, to the famine;

And such as are for the Rcaptivity, to the captivity.” ’

3“And I will Rappoint over them four forms of destruction, ” says the LORD: “the sword to slay, the dogs to drag, Rthe birds of the heavens and the beasts of the earth to devour and destroy.

4“I will hand them over to trouble, to all kingdoms of the earth, because of Manasseh the son of Hezekiah, king of Judah, for what he did in Jerusalem.

5“For who will have pity on you, O Jerusalem?

Or who will bemoan you?

Or who will turn aside to ask how you are doing?

6You have forsaken Me, ” says the LORD, 

“You have Rgone backward.

Therefore I will stretch out My hand against you and destroy you;

RI am Tweary of relenting!

7And I will winnow them with a winnowing fan in the gates of the land;

I will Rbereave them of children;

I will destroy My people, 

Since they Rdo not return from their ways.

8Their widows will be increased to Me more than the sand of the seas;

I will bring against them, 

Against the mother of the young men, 

A plunderer at noonday;

I will cause anguish and terror to fall on them Rsuddenly.

9“SheR languishes who has borne seven;

She has breathed her last;

RHer sun has gone down

While it was yet day;

She has been ashamed and confounded.

And the remnant of them I will deliver to the sword

Before their enemies, ” says the LORD.

God Encourages Jeremiah

10RWoe is me, my mother, 

That you have borne me, 

A man of strife and a man of contention to the whole Tearth!

I have neither lent for interest, 

Nor have men lent to me for interest.

Every one of them curses me.

11The LORD said:

“Surely it will be well with your remnant;

Surely I will cause Rthe enemy to intercede with you

In the time of adversity and in the time of affliction.

12Can anyone break iron, 

The northern iron and the bronze?

13Your wealth and your treasures

I will give as Rplunder without price, 

Because of all your sins, 

Throughout your territories.

14And I will make you cross over with* your enemies

RInto a land which you do not know;

For a fire is kindled in My anger, 

Which shall burn upon you.”

15O LORD, RYou know;

Remember me and Tvisit me, 

And Rtake vengeance for me on my persecutors.

In Your enduring patience, do not take me away.

Know that Rfor Your sake I have suffered rebuke.

16Your words were found, and I ate them, 

And RYour word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart;

For I am called by Your name, 

O LORD God of hosts.

17RI did not sit in the assembly of the mockers, 

Nor did I rejoice;

I sat alone because of Your hand, 

For You have filled me with indignation.

18Why is my Rpain perpetual

And my wound incurable, 

Which refuses to be healed?

Will You surely be to me Rlike an unreliable stream, 

As waters that Tfail?

19Therefore thus says the LORD:

R“If you return, 

Then I will bring you back;

You shall Rstand before Me;

If you Rtake out the precious from the vile, 

You shall be as My mouth.

Let them return to you, 

But you must not return to them.

20And I will make you to this people a fortified bronze Rwall;

And they will fight against you, 

But they shall not prevail against you;

For I am with you to save you

And deliver you, ” says the LORD.

21“I will deliver you from the hand of the wicked, 

And I will redeem you from the grip of the terrible.”




CHAPTER 16

Jeremiah Is Not to Marry

1The word of the LORD also came to me, saying, 

2“You shall not take a wife, nor shall you have sons or daughters in this place.”

3For thus says the LORD concerning the sons and daughters who are born in this place, and concerning their mothers who bore them and their fathers who begot them in this land:

4“They shall die Rgruesome deaths; they shall not be lamented nor shall they be buried, but they shall be like refuse on the face of the earth. They shall be consumed by the sword and by famine, and their Rcorpses shall be meat for the birds of heaven and for the beasts of the earth.”

5For thus says the LORD: “Do not enter the house of mourning, nor go to lament or bemoan them; for I have taken away My peace from this people, ” says the LORD, “lovingkindness and mercies.

6“Both the great and the small shall die in this land. They shall not be buried; neither shall men lament for them, cut themselves, nor make themselves bald for them.

7“Nor shall men break bread in mourning for them, to comfort them for the dead; nor shall men give them the cup of consolation to drink for their father or their mother.

8“Also you shall not go into the house of feasting to sit with them, to eat and drink.”

9For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, RI will cause to cease from this place, before your eyes and in your days, the voice of Tmirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride.

Judah’s Idolatry

10“And it shall be, when you show this people all these words, and they say to you, R‘Why has the LORD pronounced all this great disaster against us? Or what is our iniquity? Or what is our sin that we have committed against the LORD our God?’

11“then you shall say to them, ‘Because your fathers have forsaken Me, ’ says the LORD; ‘they have walked after other gods and have served them and worshiped them, and have forsaken Me and not kept My law.

12‘And you have done Rworse than your fathers, for behold, Reach one follows the dictates of his own evil heart, so that no one listens to Me.

13R‘Therefore I will cast you out of this land into a land that you do not know, neither you nor your fathers; and there you shall serve other gods day and night, where I will not show you favor.’

God’s Promise of Judah’s Restoration

14“Therefore behold, the days are coming, ” says the LORD, “that it shall no more be said, ‘The LORD lives who brought up the children of Israel from the land of Egypt, ’

15“but, ‘The LORD lives who brought up the children of Israel from the land of the north and from all the lands where He had driven them.’ For I will bring them back into their land which I gave to their fathers.

16“Behold, I will send for many Rfishermen, ” says the LORD, “and they shall fish them; and afterward I will send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain and every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks.

17“For My Reyes are on all their ways; they are not hidden from My face, nor is their iniquity hidden from My eyes.

18“And first I will repay Rdouble for their iniquity and their sin, because Rthey have defiled My land; they have filled My inheritance with the carcasses of their detestable and abominable idols.”

19O LORD, my strength and my fortress, 

My refuge in the day of affliction, 

The Gentiles shall come to You

From the ends of the earth and say, 

“Surely our fathers have inherited lies, 

Worthlessness and unprofitable things.”

20Will a man make gods for himself, 

RWhich are not gods?

21“Therefore behold, I will this once cause them to know, 

I will cause them to know

My hand and My might;

And they shall know that RMy name is the LORD.




CHAPTER 17

Judah’s Sins Are Listed

1“The sin of Judah is Rwritten with a Rpen of iron;

With the point of a diamond it is Rengraved

On the tablet of their heart, 

And on the horns of your altars, 

2While their children remember

Their altars and their wooden images*

By the green trees on the high hills.

3O My mountain in the field, 

I will give as plunder your wealth, all your treasures, 

And your high places of sin within all your borders.

4And you, even yourself, 

Shall let go of your heritage which I gave you;

And I will cause you to serve your enemies

In the land which you do not know;

For Ryou have kindled a fire in My anger which shall burn forever.”

5Thus says the LORD:

“Cursed is the man who trusts in man

And makes flesh his strength, 

Whose heart departs from the LORD.

6For he shall be Rlike a shrub in the desert, 

And Rshall not see when good comes, 

But shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, 

In a salt land which is not inhabited.

7“BlessedR is the man who trusts in the LORD, 

And whose hope is the LORD.

8For he shall be Rlike a tree planted by the waters, 

Which spreads out its roots by the river, 

And will not fear* when heat comes;

But its leaf will be green, 

And will not be anxious in the year of drought, 

Nor will cease from yielding fruit.

9“The Rheart is deceitful above all things, 

And desperately wicked;

Who can know it?

10I, the LORD, Rsearch the heart, 

I test the mind, 

REven to give every man according to his ways, 

According to the fruit of his doings.

11“As a partridge that Tbroods but does not hatch, 

So is he who gets riches, but not by right;

It Rwill leave him in the midst of his days, 

And at his end he will be a fool.”

12A glorious high throne from the beginning

Is the place of our sanctuary.

13O LORD, Rthe hope of Israel, 

All who forsake You shall be ashamed.

“Those who depart from Me

Shall be written in the earth, 

Because they have forsaken the LORD, 

The fountain of living waters.”

14Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed;

Save me, and I shall be saved, 

For RYou are my praise.

15Indeed they say to me, 

R“Where is the word of the LORD?

Let it come now!”

16As for me, I have not hurried away from being a shepherd who follows You, 

Nor have I desired the woeful day;

You know what came out of my lips;

It was right there before You.

17Do not be a terror to me;

You are my hope in the day of doom.

18RLet them be ashamed who persecute me, 

But Rdo not let me be put to shame;

Let them be dismayed, 

But do not let me be dismayed.

Bring on them the day of doom, 

And RdestroyT them with double destruction!

Jeremiah’s Call for Sabbath Observance

19Thus the LORD said to me: “Go and stand in the gate of the children of the people, by which the kings of Judah come in and by which they go out, and in all the gates of Jerusalem;

20“and say to them, R‘Hear the word of the LORD, you kings of Judah, and all Judah, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, who enter by these gates.

21‘Thus says the LORD: R“Take heed to yourselves, and bear no burden on the Sabbath day, nor bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem;

22“nor carry a burden out of your houses on the Sabbath day, nor do any work, but hallow the Sabbath day, as I Rcommanded your fathers.

23“But they did not obey nor incline their ear, but made their neck stiff, that they might not hear nor receive instruction.

24“And it shall be, Rif you heed Me carefully, ” says the LORD, “to bring no burden through the gates of this city on the RSabbath day, but hallow the Sabbath day, to do no work in it, 

25R“then shall enter the gates of this city kings and princes sitting on the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, they and their princes, accompanied by the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and this city shall remain forever.

26“And they shall come from the cities of Judah and from Rthe places around Jerusalem, from the land of Benjamin and from Rthe lowland, from the mountains and from Rthe South, bringing burnt offerings and sacrifices, grain offerings and incense, bringing sacrifices of praise to the house of the LORD.

27“But if you will not heed Me to hallow the Sabbath day, such as not carrying a burden when entering the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath day, then RI will kindle a fire in its gates, Rand it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be Rquenched.” ’ ”




CHAPTER 18

Sign of the Potter

1The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying:

2“Arise and go down to the potter’s house, and there I will cause you to hear My words.”

3Then I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was, making something at the Twheel.

4And the vessel that he made of clay was Tmarred in the hand of the potter; so he made it again into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to make.

5Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying:

6“O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter?” says the LORD. “Look, Ras the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel!

7“The instant I speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down, and to destroy it, 

8“if that nation against whom I have spoken turns from its evil, I will relent of the disaster that I thought to bring upon it.

9“And the instant I speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it, 

10“if it does evil in My sight so that it does not obey My voice, then I will relent concerning the good with which I said I would benefit it.

11“Now therefore, speak to the men of Judah and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Behold, I am fashioning a disaster and devising a plan against you. RReturn now every one from his evil way, and make your ways and your doings Rgood.” ’ ”

12And they said, R“That is hopeless! So we will walk according to our own plans, and we will every one Tobey the Rdictates of his evil heart.”

13Therefore thus says the LORD:

R“Ask now among the Gentiles, 

Who has heard such things?

The virgin of Israel has done Ra very horrible thing.

14Will a man Tleave the snow water of Lebanon, 

Which comes from the rock of the field?

Will the cold flowing waters be forsaken for strange waters?

15“Because My people have forgotten RMe, 

They have burned incense to worthless idols.

And they have caused themselves to stumble in their ways, 

From the Rancient paths, 

To walk in pathways and not on a highway, 

16To make their land Rdesolate and a perpetual Rhissing;

Everyone who passes by it will be astonished

And shake his head.

17RI will scatter them Ras with an east wind before the enemy;

RI will show them* the back and not the face

In the day of their calamity.”

18Then they said, R“Come and let us devise plans against Jeremiah; Rfor the law shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel from the wise, nor the word from the prophet. Come and let us attack him with the tongue, and let us not give heed to any of his words.”

19Give heed to me, O LORD, 

And listen to the voice of those who contend with me!

20RShall evil be repaid for good?

For they have dug a pit for my life.

Remember that I Rstood before You

To speak good for them, 

To turn away Your wrath from them.

21Therefore Rdeliver up their children to the famine, 

And pour out their blood

By the force of the sword;

Let their wives become widows

And Rbereaved of their children.

Let their men be put to death, 

Their young men be slain

By the sword in battle.

22Let a cry be heard from their houses, 

When You bring a troop suddenly upon them;

For they have dug a pit to take me, 

And hidden snares for my feet.

23Yet, LORD, You know all their counsel

Which is against me, to slay me.

RProvide no atonement for their iniquity, 

Nor blot out their sin from Your sight;

But let them be overthrown before You.

Deal thus with them

In the time of Your Ranger.




CHAPTER 19

Sign of the Broken Flask

1Thus says the LORD: “Go and get a potter’s earthen flask, and take some of the elders of the people and some of the elders of the priests.

2“And go out to Rthe Valley of the Son of Hinnom, which is by the entry of the Potsherd Gate; and proclaim there the words that I will tell you, 

3R“and say, ‘Hear the word of the LORD, O kings of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem. Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, I will bring such a catastrophe on this place, that whoever hears of it, his ears will Rtingle.

4“Because they Rhave forsaken Me and made this an alien place, because they have burned incense in it to other gods whom neither they, their fathers, nor the kings of Judah have known, and have filled this place with the blood of the innocents

5“(they have also built the high places of Baal, to burn their sons with fire for burnt offerings to Baal, which I did not command or speak, nor did it come into My mind), 

6“therefore behold, the days are coming, ” says the LORD, “that this place shall no more be called Tophet or the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter.

7“And I will make void the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in this place, Rand I will cause them to fall by the sword before their enemies and by the hands of those who seek their lives; their Rcorpses I will give as meat for the birds of the heaven and for the beasts of the earth.

8“I will make this city Rdesolate and a hissing; everyone who passes by it will be astonished and hiss because of all its plagues.

9“And I will cause them to eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their daughters, and everyone shall eat the flesh of his friend in the siege and in the desperation with which their enemies and those who seek their lives shall drive them to despair.” ’

10“Then you shall break the flask in the sight of the men who go with you, 

11“and say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts: R“Even so I will break this people and this city, as one breaks a potter’s vessel, which cannot be Tmade whole again; and they shall Rbury them in Tophet till there is no place to bury.

12“Thus I will do to this place, ” says the LORD, “and to its inhabitants, and make this city like Tophet.

13“And the houses of Jerusalem and the houses of the kings of Judah shall be defiled like the place of Tophet, because of all the houses on whose roofs they have burned incense to all the host of heaven, and poured out drink offerings to other gods.” ’ ”

14Then Jeremiah came from Tophet, where the LORD had sent him to prophesy; and he stood in Rthe court of the Lord’s house and said to all the people, 

15“Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Behold, I will bring on this city and on all her towns all the doom that I have pronounced against it, because Rthey have stiffened their necks that they might not hear My words.’ ”




CHAPTER 20

Jeremiah Is Persecuted by Pashhur

1Now RPashhur the son of Immer, the priest who was also chief governor in the house of the LORD, heard that Jeremiah prophesied these things.

2Then Pashhur struck Jeremiah the prophet, and put him in the stocks that were in the high Rgate of Benjamin, which was by the house of the LORD.

3And it happened on the next day that Pashhur brought Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then Jeremiah said to him, “The LORD has not called your name Pashhur, but Magor-Missabib.*

4“For thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will make you a terror to yourself and to all your friends; and they shall fall by the sword of their enemies, and your eyes shall see it. I will give all Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall carry them captive to Babylon and slay them with the sword.

5‘Moreover I Rwill deliver all the wealth of this city, all its produce, and all its precious things; all the treasures of the kings of Judah I will give into the hand of their enemies, who will plunder them, seize them, and carry them to Babylon.

6‘And you, Pashhur, and all who dwell in your house, shall go into captivity. You shall go to Babylon, and there you shall die, and be buried there, you and all your friends, to whom you have prophesied lies.’ ”

Jeremiah Complains to God

7O LORD, You Tinduced me, and I was persuaded;

RYou are stronger than I, and have prevailed.

RI am in derision daily;

Everyone mocks me.

8For when I spoke, I cried out;

RI shouted, “Violence and plunder!”

Because the word of the LORD was made to me

A reproach and a derision daily.

9Then I said, “I will not make mention of Him, 

Nor speak anymore in His name.”

But His word was in my heart like a Rburning fire

Shut up in my bones;

I was weary of holding it back, 

And RI could not.

10RFor I heard many mocking:

“Fear on every side!”

“Report, ” they say, “and we will report it!”

RAll my acquaintances watched for my stumbling, saying, 

“Perhaps he can be induced;

Then we will prevail against him, 

And we will take our revenge on him.”

11But the LORD is Rwith me as a mighty, awesome One.

Therefore my persecutors will stumble, and will not Rprevail.

They will be greatly ashamed, for they will not prosper.

Their Reverlasting confusion will never be forgotten.

12But, O LORD of hosts, 

You who Rtest the righteous, 

And see the mind and heart, 

Let me see Your vengeance on them;

For I have pleaded my cause before You.

13Sing to the LORD! Praise the LORD!

For He has delivered the life of the poor

From the hand of evildoers.

14RCursed be the day in which I was born!

Let the day not be blessed in which my mother bore me!

15Let the man be cursed

Who brought news to my father, saying, 

“A male child has been born to you!”

Making him very glad.

16And let that man be like the cities

Which the LORD Roverthrew, and did not relent;

Let him Rhear the cry in the morning

And the shouting at noon, 

17RBecause he did not kill me from the womb, 

That my mother might have been my grave, 

And her womb always enlarged with me.

18RWhy did I come forth from the womb to Rsee Tlabor and sorrow, 

That my days should be consumed with shame?




CHAPTER 21

Message Against Zedekiah

1The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD when RKing Zedekiah sent to him RPashhur the son of Melchiah, and RZephaniah the son of Maaseiah, the priest, saying, 

2“Please inquire of the LORD for us, for Nebuchadnezzar* king of Babylon makes war against us. Perhaps the LORD will deal with us according to all His wonderful works, that the king may go away from us.”

3Then Jeremiah said to them, “Thus you shall say to Zedekiah, 

4‘Thus says the LORD God of Israel: “Behold, I will turn back the weapons of war that are in your hands, with which you fight against the king of Babylon and the Chaldeans* who besiege you outside the walls; and RI will assemble them in the midst of this city.

5“I Myself will fight against you with an outstretched hand and with a strong arm, even in anger and fury and great wrath.

6“I will strike the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast; they shall die of a great pestilence.

7“And afterward, ” says the LORD, “I will deliver Zedekiah king of Judah, his servants and the people, and such as are left in this city from the pestilence and the sword and the famine, into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of those who seek their life; and he shall strike them with the edge of the sword. RHe shall not spare them, or have pity or mercy.” ’

8“Now you shall say to this people, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Behold, I set before you the way of life and the way of death.

9“He who remains in this city shall die by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence; but he who goes out and defects to the Chaldeans who besiege you, he shall live, and his life shall be as a prize to him.

10“For I have Rset My face against this city for adversity and not for good, ” says the LORD. R“It shall be given into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall Rburn it with fire.” ’

11“And concerning the house of the king of Judah, say, ‘Hear the word of the LORD, 

12‘O house of David! Thus says the LORD:

“Execute judgment in the morning;

And deliver him who is plundered

Out of the hand of the oppressor, 

Lest My fury go forth like fire

And burn so that no one can quench it, 

Because of the evil of your doings.

13“Behold, RI am against you, O Tinhabitant of the valley, 

And rock of the plain, ” says the LORD, 

“Who say, R‘Who shall come down against us?

Or who shall enter our dwellings?’

14But I will punish you according to the Rfruit of your Tdoings, ” says the LORD;

“I will kindle a fire in its forest, 

And Rit shall devour all things around it.” ’ ”




CHAPTER 22

1Thus says the LORD: “Go down to the house of the king of Judah, and there speak this word, 

2“and say, R‘Hear the word of the LORD, O king of Judah, you who sit on the throne of David, you and your servants and your people who enter these gates!

3‘Thus says the LORD: “Execute judgment and righteousness, and deliver the plundered out of the hand of the oppressor. Do no wrong and do no violence to the stranger, the Rfatherless, or the widow, nor shed innocent blood in this place.

4“For if you indeed do this thing, Rthen shall enter the gates of this house, riding on horses and in chariots, accompanied by servants and people, kings who sit on the throne of David.

5“But if you will not Thear these words, I swear by Myself, ” says the LORD, “that this house shall become a desolation.” ’ ”

6For thus says the LORD to the house of the king of Judah:

“You are RGilead to Me, 

The head of Lebanon;

Yet I surely will make you a wilderness, 

Cities which are not inhabited.

7I will prepare destroyers against you, 

Everyone with his weapons;

They shall cut down your choice cedars

RAnd cast them into the fire.

8“And many nations will pass by this city; and everyone will say to his neighbor, R‘Why has the LORD done so to this great city?’

9“Then they will answer, R‘Because they have forsaken the covenant of the LORD their God, and worshiped other gods and served them.’ ”

Message Against Shallum

10Weep not for Rthe dead, nor bemoan him;

Weep bitterly for him who goes away, 

For he shall return no more, 

Nor see his native country.

11For thus says the LORD concerning RShallum* the son of Josiah, king of Judah, who reigned instead of Josiah his father, Rwho went from this place: “He shall not return here anymore, 

12“but he shall die in the place where they have led him captive, and shall see this land no more.

Message Against Jehoiakim

13“WoeR to him who builds his house by unrighteousness

And his chambers by injustice, 

RWho uses his neighbor’s service without wages

And gives him nothing for his work, 

14Who says, ‘I will build myself a wide house with spacious chambers, 

And cut out windows for it, 

Paneling it with cedar

And painting it with vermilion.’

15“Shall you reign because you enclose yourself in cedar?

Did not your father eat and drink, 

And do justice and righteousness?

Then Rit was well with him.

16He Tjudged the cause of the poor and needy;

Then it was well.

Was not this knowing Me?” says the LORD.

17“YetR your eyes and your heart are for nothing but your covetousness, 

For shedding innocent blood, 

And practicing oppression and violence.”

18Therefore thus says the LORD concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah:

R“They shall not lament for him, 

Saying, R‘Alas, my brother!’ or ‘Alas, my sister!’

They shall not lament for him, 

Saying, ‘Alas, master!’ or ‘Alas, his glory!’

19RHe shall be buried with the burial of a donkey, 

Dragged and cast out beyond the gates of Jerusalem.

20“Go up to Lebanon, and cry out, 

And lift up your voice in Bashan;

Cry from Abarim, 

For all your lovers are destroyed.

21I spoke to you in your prosperity, 

But you said, ‘I will not hear.’

RThis has been your manner from your youth, 

That you did not obey My voice.

22The wind shall eat up all Ryour Trulers, 

And your lovers shall go into captivity;

Surely then you will be ashamed and humiliated

For all your wickedness.

23O inhabitant of Lebanon, 

Making your nest in the cedars, 

How gracious will you be when pangs come upon you, 

Like the pain of a woman in labor?

Message Against Coniah (Jehoiachin)

24“As I live, ” says the LORD, R“though Coniah* the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, Rwere the signet on My right hand, yet I would pluck you off;

25R“and I will give you into the hand of those who seek your life, and into the hand of those whose face you fear—the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and the hand of the Chaldeans.

26“So I will cast you out, and your mother who bore you, into another country where you were not born; and there you shall die.

27“But to the land to which they desire to return, there they shall not return.

28“Is this man TConiah a despised, broken idol—

RA vessel in which is no pleasure?

Why are they cast out, he and his descendants, 

And cast into a land which they do not know?

29RO earth, earth, earth, 

Hear the word of the LORD!

30Thus says the LORD:

‘Write this man down as Rchildless, 

A man who shall not prosper in his days;

For Rnone of his descendants shall prosper, 

Sitting on the throne of David, 

And ruling anymore in Judah.’ ”




CHAPTER 23

Message of the Righteous King

1“Woe Rto the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture!” says the LORD.

2Therefore thus says the LORD God of Israel against the shepherds who feed My people: “You have scattered My flock, driven them away, and not attended to them. RBehold, I will attend to you for the evil of your doings, ” says the LORD.

3“But I will gather the remnant of My flock out of all countries where I have driven them, and bring them back to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase.

4“I will set up Rshepherds over them who will feed them; and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, nor shall they be lacking, ” says the LORD.





5“Behold, Rthe days are coming, ” says the LORD, 

“That I Rwill raise to David a Branch of righteousness;

A King shall reign and prosper, 

RAnd execute judgment and righteousness in the earth.

6In His days Judah will be saved, 

And Israel Rwill dwell safely;

Now Rthis is His name by which He will be called:

THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.*

7“Therefore, behold, Rthe days are coming, ” says the LORD, “that they shall no longer say, ‘As the LORD lives who brought up the children of Israel from the land of Egypt, ’

8“but, ‘As the LORD lives who brought up and led the descendants of the house of Israel from the north country and from all the countries where I had driven them.’ And they shall dwell in their own land.”

Jeremiah’s Tenth Sermon: Against Judah’s False Prophets

9My heart within me is broken

Because of the prophets;

RAll my bones shake.

I am like a drunken man, 

And like a man whom wine has overcome, 

Because of the LORD, 

And because of His holy words.

10For Rthe land is full of adulterers;

For Rbecause of a curse the land mourns.

RThe pleasant places of the wilderness are dried up.

Their course of life is evil, 

And their might is not right.

11“For Rboth prophet and priest are profane;

Yes, in My house I have found their wickedness, ” says the LORD.

12“ThereforeR their way shall be to them

Like slippery ways;

In the darkness they shall be driven on

And fall in them;

For I Rwill bring disaster on them, 

The year of their punishment, ” says the LORD.

13“And I have seen Tfolly in the prophets of Samaria:

RThey prophesied by Baal

And caused My people Israel to err.

14Also I have seen a horrible thing in the prophets of Jerusalem:

RThey commit adultery and walk in lies;

They also Rstrengthen the hands of evildoers, 

So that no one turns back from his wickedness.

All of them are like Sodom to Me, 

And her inhabitants like Gomorrah.

15“Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets:

‘Behold, I will feed them with Rwormwood, 

And make them drink the water of gall;

For from the prophets of Jerusalem

TProfaneness has gone out into all the land.’ ”

16Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you.

They make you worthless;

They speak a vision of their own heart, 

Not from the mouth of the LORD.

17They continually say to those who despise Me, 

‘The LORD has said, R“You shall have peace” ’;

And to everyone who Rwalks according to the dictates of his own heart, they say, 

‘No evil shall come upon you.’ ”

18For Rwho has stood in the counsel of the LORD, 

And has perceived and heard His word?

Who has marked His word and heard it?

19Behold, a Rwhirlwind of the LORD has gone forth in fury—

A violent whirlwind!

It will fall violently on the head of the wicked.

20The Ranger of the LORD will not turn back

Until He has executed and performed the thoughts of His heart.

RIn the latter days you will understand it perfectly.

21“IR have not sent these prophets, yet they ran.

I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied.

22But if they had stood in My counsel, 

And had caused My people to hear My words, 

Then they would have Rturned them from their evil way

And from the evil of their doings.

23“Am I a God near at hand, ” says the LORD, 

“And not a God afar off?

24Can anyone Rhide himself in secret places, 

So I shall not see him?” says the LORD;

R“Do I not fill heaven and earth?” says the LORD.

25“I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in My name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed!’

26“How long will this be in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies? Indeed they are prophets of the deceit of their own heart, 

27“who try to make My people forget My name by their dreams which everyone tells his neighbor, Ras their fathers forgot My name for Baal.

28“The prophet who has a dream, let him tell a dream;

And he who has My word, let him speak My word faithfully.

What is the chaff to the wheat?” says the LORD.

29“Is not My word like a Rfire?” says the LORD, 

“And like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?

30“Therefore behold, I am against the prophets, ” says the LORD, “who steal My words every one from his neighbor.

31“Behold, I am Ragainst the prophets, ” says the LORD, “who use their tongues and say, ‘He says.’

32“Behold, I am against those who prophesy false dreams, ” says the LORD, “and tell them, and cause My people to err by their Rlies and by Rtheir recklessness. Yet I did not send them or command them; therefore they shall not Rprofit this people at all, ” says the LORD.

33“So when these people or the prophet or the priest ask you, saying, ‘What is Rthe Toracle of the LORD?’ you shall then say to them, ‘What oracle?’* I will even forsake you, ” says the LORD.

34“And as for the prophet and the priest and the people who say, ‘The Toracle of the LORD!’ I will even punish that man and his house.

35“Thus every one of you shall say to his neighbor, and every one to his brother, ‘What has the LORD answered?’ and, ‘What has the LORD spoken?’

36“And the Toracle of the LORD you shall mention no more. For every man’s word will be his oracle, for you have Rperverted the words of the living God, the LORD of hosts, our God.

37“Thus you shall say to the prophet, ‘What has the LORD answered you?’ and, ‘What has the LORD spoken?’

38“But since you say, ‘The oracle of the LORD!’ therefore thus says the LORD: ‘Because you say this word, “The oracle of the LORD!” and I have sent to you, saying, “Do not say, ‘The oracle of the LORD!’ ”

39‘therefore behold, I, even I, Rwill utterly forget you and forsake you, and the city that I gave you and your fathers, and will cast you out of My presence.

40‘And I will bring Ran everlasting reproach upon you, and a perpetual shame, which shall not be forgotten.’ ”




CHAPTER 24

Jeremiah’s Eleventh Sermon: The Two Baskets of Figs

1The RLORD showed me, and there were two baskets of figs set before the temple of the LORD, after Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and the princes of Judah with the craftsmen and smiths, from Jerusalem, and had brought them to Babylon.

2One basket had very good figs, like the figs that are first ripe; and the other basket had very bad figs which could not be eaten, they were so Rbad.

3Then the LORD said to me, “What do you see, Jeremiah?” And I said, “Figs, the good figs, very good; and the bad, very bad, which cannot be eaten, they are so bad.”

4Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

5“Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: ‘Like these good figs, so will I Tacknowledge those who are carried away captive from Judah, whom I have sent out of this place for their own good, into the land of the Chaldeans.

6‘For I will set My eyes on them for good, and I will bring them back to this land; I will build them and not pull them down, and I will plant them and not pluck them up.

7‘Then I will give them a heart to know Me, that I am the LORD; and they shall be My people, and I will be their God, for they shall return to Me with their whole heart.

8‘And as the bad Rfigs which cannot be eaten, they are so bad’—surely thus says the LORD—‘so will I give up Zedekiah the king of Judah, his princes, the residue of Jerusalem who remain in this land, and those who dwell in the land of Egypt.

9‘I will deliver them to trouble into all the kingdoms of the earth, for their harm, to be a reproach and a byword, a taunt and a curse, in all places where I shall drive them.

10‘And I will send the sword, the famine, and the pestilence among them, till they are Tconsumed from the land that I gave to them and their fathers.’ ”




CHAPTER 25

Jeremiah’s Twelfth Sermon: The Seventy-Year Captivity

1The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah, Rin the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah (which was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), 

2which Jeremiah the prophet spoke to all the people of Judah and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying:

3R“From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, even to this day, this is the twenty-third year in which the word of the LORD has come to me; and I have spoken to you, rising early and speaking, but you have not listened.

4“And the LORD has sent to you all His servants the prophets, Rrising early and sending them, but you have not listened nor inclined your ear to hear.

5“They said, R‘Repent now everyone of his evil way and his evil doings, and dwell in the land that the LORD has given to you and your fathers forever and ever.

6‘Do not go after other gods to serve them and worship them, and do not provoke Me to anger with the works of your hands; and I will not harm you.’

7“Yet you have not listened to Me, ” says the LORD, “that you might Rprovoke Me to anger with the works of your hands to your own hurt.

8“Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Because you have not heard My words, 

9‘behold, I will send and take all the families of the north, ’ says the LORD, ‘and Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant, and will bring them against this land, against its inhabitants, and against these nations all around, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, a hissing, and perpetual desolations.

10‘Moreover I will take from them the Rvoice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, Rthe sound of the millstones and the light of the lamp.

11‘And this whole land shall be a desolation and an astonishment, and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy Ryears.

12‘Then it will come to pass, Rwhen seventy years are completed, that I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity, ’ says the LORD; R‘and I will make it a perpetual desolation.

13‘So I will bring on that land all My words which I have pronounced against it, all that is written in this book, which Jeremiah has prophesied concerning all the nations.

14‘(For many nations and great kings shall be served by them also; and I will repay them according to their deeds and according to the works of their own hands.)’ ”

15For thus says the LORD God of Israel to me: “Take this Rwine cup of Tfury from My hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I send you, to drink it.

16“And Rthey will drink and stagger and go mad because of the sword that I will send among them.”

17Then I took the cup from the LORD’s hand, and made all the nations drink, to whom the LORD had sent me:

18Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, its kings and its princes, to make them Ra desolation, an astonishment, a hissing, and Ra curse, as it is this day;

19Pharaoh king of Egypt, his servants, his princes, and all his people;

20all the mixed multitude, all the kings of the land of Uz, all the kings of the land of the Philistines (namely, Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod);

21REdom, Moab, and the people of Ammon;

22all the kings of RTyre, all the kings of Sidon, and the kings of the coastlands which are across the Rsea;

23RDedan, Tema, Buz, and all who are in the farthest corners;

24all the kings of Arabia and all the kings of the Rmixed multitude who dwell in the desert;

25all the kings of Zimri, all the kings of Elam, and all the kings of the Medes;

26Rall the kings of the north, far and near, one with another; and all the kingdoms of the world which are on the face of the earth. Also the king of Sheshach* shall drink after them.

27“Therefore you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: R“Drink, Rbe drunk, and vomit! Fall and rise no more, because of the sword which I will send among you.” ’

28“And it shall be, if they refuse to take the cup from your hand to drink, then you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts: “You shall certainly drink!

29“For behold, RI begin to bring calamity on the city Rwhich is called by My name, and should you be utterly unpunished? You shall not be unpunished, for I will call for a sword on all the inhabitants of the earth, ” says the LORD of hosts.’

30“Therefore prophesy against them all these words, and say to them:

‘The LORD will Rroar from on high, 

And utter His voice from RHis holy habitation;

He will roar mightily against RHis fold.

He will give Ra shout, as those who tread the grapes, 

Against all the inhabitants of the earth.

31A noise will come to the ends of the earth—

For the LORD has Ra controversy with the nations;

RHe will plead His case with all flesh.

He will give those who are wicked to the sword, ’ says the LORD.”

32Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“Behold, disaster shall go forth

From nation to nation, 

And Ra great whirlwind shall be raised up

From the farthest parts of the earth.

33“And at that day the slain of the LORD shall be from one end of the earth even to the other end of the earth. They shall not be lamented, Ror gathered, or buried; they shall become refuse on the ground.

34“Wail, R shepherds, and cry!

Roll about in the ashes, 

You leaders of the flock!

For the days of your slaughter and your dispersions are fulfilled;

You shall fall like a precious vessel.

35And the shepherds will have no Tway to flee, 

Nor the leaders of the flock to escape.

36A voice of the cry of the shepherds, 

And a wailing of the leaders to the flock will be heard.

For the LORD has plundered their pasture, 

37And the peaceful dwellings are cut down

Because of the fierce anger of the LORD.

38He has left His lair like the lion;

For their land is desolate

Because of the fierceness of the Oppressor, 

And because of His fierce anger.”




CHAPTER 26

Conflict with the Nation

1In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came from the LORD, saying, 

2“Thus says the LORD: ‘Stand in the court of the LORD’s house, and speak to all the cities of Judah, which come to worship in the LORD’s house, Rall the words that I command you to speak to them. RDo not diminish a word.

3R‘Perhaps everyone will listen and turn from his evil way, that I may Rrelent concerning the calamity which I purpose to bring on them because of the evil of their doings.’

4“And you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD: “If you will not listen to Me, to walk in My law which I have set before you, 

5“to heed the words of My servants the prophets Rwhom I sent to you, both rising up early and sending them (but you have not heeded), 

6“then I will make this house like Shiloh, and will make this city Ra curse to all the nations of the earth.” ’ ”

7So the priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the house of the LORD.

8Now it happened, when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking all that the LORD had commanded him to speak to all the people, that the priests and the prophets and all the people seized him, saying, “You will surely die!

9“Why have you prophesied in the name of the LORD, saying, ‘This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be Rdesolate, without an inhabitant’?” And all the people were gathered against Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.

10When the princes of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king’s house to the house of the LORD and sat down in the entry of the New Gate of the LORD’s house.

11And the priests and the prophets spoke to the princes and all the people, saying, “This man deserves to Rdie! For he has prophesied against this city, as you have heard with your ears.”

12Then Jeremiah spoke to all the princes and all the people, saying: “The LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and against this city with all the words that you have heard.

13“Now therefore, Ramend your ways and your doings, and obey the voice of the LORD your God; then the LORD will relent concerning the doom that He has pronounced against you.

14“As for me, here I am, in your hand; do with me as seems good and proper to you.

15“But know for certain that if you put me to death, you will surely bring innocent blood on yourselves, on this city, and on its inhabitants; for truly the LORD has sent me to you to speak all these words in your hearing.”

16So the princes and all the people said to the priests and the prophets, “This man does not deserve to die. For he has spoken to us in the name of the LORD our God.”

17RThen certain of the elders of the land rose up and spoke to all the assembly of the people, saying:

18R“Micah of Moresheth prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spoke to all the people of Judah, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“Zion shall be plowed like a field, 

Jerusalem shall become heaps of ruins, 

And the mountain of the temple*

Like the bare hills of the forest.” ’*

19“Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah ever put him to death? Did he not fear the LORD and seek the LORD’s favor? And the LORD relented concerning the doom which He had pronounced against them. But we are doing great evil against ourselves.”

20Now there was also a man who prophesied in the name of the LORD, Urijah the son of Shemaiah of Kirjath Jearim, who prophesied against this city and against this land according to all the words of Jeremiah.

21And when Jehoiakim the king, with all his mighty men and all the princes, heard his words, the king sought to put him to death; but when Urijah heard it, he was afraid and fled, and went to Egypt.

22Then Jehoiakim the king sent men to Egypt: Elnathan the son of Achbor, and other men who went with him to Egypt.

23And they brought Urijah from Egypt and brought him to Jehoiakim the king, who killed him with the sword and cast his dead body into the graves of the common people.

24Nevertheless the hand of Ahikam the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, so that they should not give him into the hand of the people to put him to death.




CHAPTER 27

Conflict with the False Prophets

1In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim* the son of Josiah, Rking of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, *

2“Thus says the LORD to me: ‘Make for yourselves bonds and yokes, Rand put them on your neck, 

3‘and send them to the king of Edom, the king of Moab, the king of the Ammonites, the king of Tyre, and the king of Sidon, by the hand of the messengers who come to Jerusalem to Zedekiah king of Judah.

4‘And command them to say to their masters, “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel—thus you shall say to your masters:

5R‘I have made the earth, the man and the beast that are on the ground, by My great power and by My outstretched arm, and Rhave given it to whom it seemed proper to Me.

6‘And now I have given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant; and the beasts of the field I have also given him to serve him.

7‘So all nations shall serve him and his son and his son’s son, until the time of his land comes; and then many nations and great kings shall make him serve them.

8‘And it shall be, that the nation and kingdom which will not serve Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, and which will not put its neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, that nation I will punish, ’ says the LORD, ‘with the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, until I have consumed them by his hand.

9‘Therefore do not listen to your prophets, your diviners, your Tdreamers, your soothsayers, or your sorcerers, who speak to you, saying, “You shall not serve the king of Babylon.”

10‘For they prophesy a Rlie to you, to remove you far from your land; and I will drive you out, and you will perish.

11‘But the nations that bring their necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon and serve him, I will let them remain in their own land, ’ says the LORD, ‘and they shall till it and dwell in it.’ ” ’ ”

12I also spoke to RZedekiah king of Judah according to all these words, saying, “Bring your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him and his people, and live!

13R“Why will you die, you and your people, by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, as the LORD has spoken against the nation that will not serve the king of Babylon?

14“Therefore Rdo not listen to the words of the prophets who speak to you, saying, ‘You shall not serve the king of Babylon, ’ for they prophesy Ra lie to you;

15“for I have Rnot sent them, ” says the LORD, “yet they prophesy a lie in My name, that I may drive you out, and that you may perish, you and the prophets who prophesy to you.”

16Also I spoke to the priests and to all this people, saying, “Thus says the LORD: ‘Do not listen to the words of your prophets who prophesy to you, saying, “Behold, Rthe vessels of the LORD’s house will now shortly be brought back from Babylon”; for they prophesy a lie to you.

17‘Do not listen to them; serve the king of Babylon, and live! Why should this city be laid waste?

18‘But if they are prophets, and if the word of the LORD is with them, let them now make intercession to the LORD of hosts, that the vessels which are left in the house of the LORD, in the house of the king of Judah, and at Jerusalem, do not go to Babylon.’

19“For thus says the LORD of hosts Rconcerning the pillars, concerning the Sea, concerning the carts, and concerning the remainder of the vessels that remain in this city, 

20“which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon did not take, when he carried away Rcaptive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, from Jerusalem to Babylon, and all the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem—

21“yes, thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the Rvessels that remain in the house of the LORD, and in the house of the king of Judah and of Jerusalem:

22‘They shall be carried to Babylon, and there they shall be until the day that I visit them, ’ says the LORD. ‘Then I will bring them up and restore them to this place.’ ”




CHAPTER 28

Conflict with Hananiah

1And it happened in the same year, at the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the fourth year and in the fifth month, that Hananiah the son of Azur the prophet, who was from Gibeon, spoke to me in the house of the LORD in the presence of the priests and of all the people, saying, 

2“Thus speaks the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saying: ‘I have broken Rthe yoke of the king of Babylon.

3R‘Within two full years I will bring back to this place all the vessels of the LORD’s house, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon Rtook away from this place and carried to Babylon.

4‘And I will bring back to this place Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, with all the captives of Judah who went to Babylon, ’ says the LORD, ‘for I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon.’ ”

5Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and in the presence of all the people who stood in the house of the LORD, 

6and the prophet Jeremiah said, R“Amen! The LORD do so; the LORD perform your words which you have prophesied, to bring back the vessels of the LORD’s house and all who were carried away captive, from Babylon to this place.

7“Nevertheless hear now this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people:

8“The prophets who have been before me and before you of old prophesied against many countries and great kingdoms—of war and disaster and pestilence.

9“As for Rthe prophet who prophesies of peace, when the word of the prophet comes to pass, the prophet will be known as one whom the LORD has truly sent.”

10Then Hananiah the prophet took the Ryoke off the prophet Jeremiah’s neck and broke it.

11And Hananiah spoke in the presence of all the people, saying, “Thus says the LORD: ‘Even so I will break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the neck of all nations within the space of two full years.’ ” And the prophet Jeremiah went his way.

12Now the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, after Hananiah the prophet had broken the yoke from the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, saying, 

13“Go and tell Hananiah, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD: “You have broken the yokes of wood, but you have made in their place yokes of iron.”

14‘For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: R“I have put a yoke of iron on the neck of all these nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they shall serve him. I have given him the beasts of the field also.” ’ ”

15Then the prophet Jeremiah said to Hananiah the prophet, “Hear now, Hananiah, the LORD has not sent you, but Ryou make this people trust in a lie.

16“Therefore thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will cast you from the face of the earth. This year you shall Rdie, because you have taught rebellion against the LORD.’ ”

17So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the seventh month.




CHAPTER 29

First Letter to the Exiles

1Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem to the remainder of the elders who were Rcarried away captive—to the priests, the prophets, and all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon.

2(This happened after RJeconiah the king, the Rqueen mother, the Teunuchs, the princes of Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the smiths had departed from Jerusalem.)

3The letter was sent by the hand of Elasah the son of RShaphan, and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to Babylon, to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, saying, 

4Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all who were carried away captive, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem to Babylon:

5Build houses and dwell in them; plant gardens and eat their fruit.

6Take wives and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons and give your daughters to husbands, so that they may bear sons and daughters—that you may be increased there, and not diminished.

7And seek the peace of the city where I have caused you to be carried away captive, and pray to the LORD for it; for in its peace you will have peace.

8For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your diviners who are in your midst deceive you, nor listen to your dreams which you cause to be dreamed.

9For they prophesy Rfalsely to you in My name; I have not sent them, says the LORD.

10For thus says the LORD: After Rseventy years are completed at Babylon, I will visit you and perform My good word toward you, and cause you to Rreturn to this place.

11For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.

12Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.

13And Ryou will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me Rwith all your heart.

14I will be found by you, says the LORD, and I will bring you back from your captivity; I will gather you from all the nations and from all the places where I have driven you, says the LORD, and I will bring you to the place from which I cause you to be carried away captive.

15Because you have said, “The LORD has raised up prophets for us in Babylon”—

16therefore thus says the LORD concerning the king who sits on the throne of David, concerning all the people who dwell in this city, and concerning your brethren who have not gone out with you into captivity—

17thus says the LORD of hosts: Behold, I will send on them the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, and will make them like rotten figs that cannot be eaten, they are so bad.

18And I will pursue them with the sword, with famine, and with pestilence; and I Rwill deliver them to trouble among all the kingdoms of the earth—to be Ra curse, an astonishment, a hissing, and a reproach among all the nations where I have driven them, 

19because they have not heeded My words, says the LORD, which I sent to them by My servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them; neither would you heed, says the LORD.

20Therefore hear the word of the LORD, all you of the captivity, whom I have sent from Jerusalem to Babylon.

21Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning Ahab the son of Kolaiah, and Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, who prophesy a Rlie to you in My name: Behold, I will deliver them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he shall slay them before your eyes.

22RAnd because of them a curse shall be taken up by all the captivity of Judah who are in Babylon, saying, “The LORD make you like Zedekiah and Ahab, Rwhom the king of Babylon roasted in the fire”;

23because Rthey have done disgraceful things in Israel, have committed adultery with their neighbors’ wives, and have spoken lying words in My name, which I have not commanded them. Indeed I know, and am a witness, says the LORD.

Letter for Shemaiah

24You shall also speak to Shemaiah the Nehelamite, saying, 

25Thus speaks the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saying: You have sent letters in your name to all the people who are at Jerusalem, Rto Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, and to all the priests, saying, 

26“The LORD has made you priest instead of Jehoiada the priest, so that there should be Rofficers in the house of the LORD over every man who is Rdemented and considers himself a prophet, that you should put him in prison and in the stocks.

27Now therefore, why have you not rebuked Jeremiah of Anathoth who makes himself a prophet to you?

28For he has sent to us in Babylon, saying, ‘This captivity is long; build houses and dwell in them, and plant gardens and eat their fruit.’ ”

29Now Zephaniah the priest read this letter in the hearing of Jeremiah the prophet.

Second Letter to the Exiles

30Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying:

31Send to all those in captivity, saying, Thus says the LORD concerning Shemaiah the Nehelamite: Because Shemaiah has prophesied to you, Rand I have not sent him, and he has caused you to trust in a lie—

32therefore thus says the LORD: Behold, I will punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite and his family: he shall not have anyone to dwell among this people, nor shall he see the good that I will do for My people, says the LORD, because he has taught rebellion against the LORD.




CHAPTER 30

Restoration to the Land

1The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 

2“Thus speaks the LORD God of Israel, saying: ‘Write in a book for yourself all the words that I have spoken to you.

3‘For behold, the days are coming, ’ says the LORD, ‘that RI will bring back from captivity My people Israel and Judah, ’ says the LORD. R‘And I will cause them to return to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it.’ ”

4Now these are the words that the LORD spoke concerning Israel and Judah.

5“For thus says the LORD:

‘We have heard a voice of trembling, 

Of Tfear, and not of peace.

6Ask now, and see, 

Whether a Tman is ever in Tlabor with child?

So why do I see every man with his hands on his loins

RLike a woman in labor, 

And all faces turned pale?

7RAlas! For that day is great, 

RSo that none is like it;

And it is the time of Jacob’s trouble, 

But he shall be saved out of it.

8‘For it shall come to pass in that day, ’

Says the LORD of hosts, 

‘That I will break his yoke from your neck, 

And will burst your bonds;

Foreigners shall no more enslave them.

9But they shall serve the LORD their God, 

And RDavid their king, 

Whom I will Rraise up for them.

10‘Therefore Rdo not fear, O My servant Jacob, ’ says the LORD, 

‘Nor be dismayed, O Israel;

For behold, I will save you from afar, 

And your seed Rfrom the land of their captivity.

Jacob shall return, have rest and be quiet, 

And no one shall make him afraid.

11For I am with Ryou, ’ says the LORD, ‘to save you;

RThough I make a full end of all nations where I have scattered you, 

RYet I will not make a complete end of you.

But I will correct you Rin justice, 

And will not let you go altogether unpunished.’

12“For thus says the LORD:

R‘Your affliction is incurable, 

Your wound is severe.

13There is no one to plead your cause, 

That you may be bound up;

You have no healing medicines.

14RAll your lovers have forgotten you;

They do not seek you;

For I have wounded you with the wound Rof an enemy, 

With the chastisement of a cruel one, 

For the multitude of your iniquities, 

Because your sins have increased.

15Why Rdo you cry about your affliction?

Your sorrow is incurable.

Because of the multitude of your iniquities, 

Because your sins have increased, 

I have done these things to you.

16‘Therefore all those who devour you Rshall be devoured;

And all your adversaries, every one of them, shall go into Rcaptivity;

Those who plunder you shall become Rplunder, 

And all who prey upon you I will make a Rprey.

17RFor I will restore health to you

And heal you of your wounds, ’ says the LORD, 

‘Because they called you an outcast saying:

“This is Zion;

No one seeks her.” ’

18“Thus says the LORD:

‘Behold, I will bring back the captivity of Jacob’s tents, 

And Rhave mercy on his dwelling places;

The city shall be built upon its own Tmound, 

And the palace shall remain according to its own plan.

19Then Rout of them shall proceed thanksgiving

And the voice of those who make merry;

RI will multiply them, and they shall not diminish;

I will also glorify them, and they shall not be small.

20Their children also shall be Ras before, 

And their congregation shall be established before Me;

And I will punish all who oppress them.

21Their nobles shall be from among them, 

RAnd their governor shall come from their midst;

Then I will Rcause him to draw near, 

And he shall approach Me;

For who is this who pledged his heart to approach Me?’ says the LORD.

22‘You shall be RMy people, 

And I will be your God.’ ”

23Behold, the Rwhirlwind of the LORD

Goes forth with fury, 

A Tcontinuing whirlwind;

It will fall violently on the head of the wicked.

24The fierce anger of the LORD will not return until He has done it, 

And until He has performed the intents of His heart.

In the latter days you will consider it.




CHAPTER 31

Israel Is Restored

1“At the same time, ” says the LORD, “I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be My people.”

2Thus says the LORD:

“The people who survived the sword

Found grace in the wilderness—

Israel, when I went to give him rest.”

3The LORD has appeared Tof old to me, saying:

“Yes, RI have loved you with Ran everlasting love;

Therefore with lovingkindness I have Rdrawn you.

4Again RI will build you, and you shall be rebuilt, 

O virgin of Israel!

You shall again be adorned with your Rtambourines, 

And shall go forth in the dances of those who rejoice.

5RYou shall yet plant vines on the mountains of Samaria;

The planters shall plant and eat them as ordinary food.

6For there shall be a day

When the watchmen will cry on Mount Ephraim, 

R‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion, 

To the LORD our God.’ ”

7For thus says the LORD:

R“Sing with gladness for Jacob, 

And shout among the chief of the nations;

Proclaim, give praise, and say, 

‘O LORD, save Your people, 

The remnant of Israel!’

8Behold, I will bring them Rfrom the north country, 

And Rgather them from the ends of the earth, 

Among them the blind and the lame, 

The woman with child

And the one who labors with child, together;

A great throng shall return there.

9They shall come with weeping, 

And with supplications I will lead them.

I will cause them to walk Rby the rivers of waters, 

In a straight way in which they shall not stumble;

For I am a Father to Israel, 

And Ephraim is My Rfirstborn.

10“Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 

And declare it in the Tisles afar off, and say, 

‘He who scattered Israel Rwill gather him, 

And keep him as a shepherd does his flock.’

11For the LORD has redeemed Jacob, 

And ransomed him Rfrom the hand of one stronger than he.

12Therefore they shall come and sing in Rthe height of Zion, 

Streaming to Rthe goodness of the LORD—

For wheat and new wine and oil, 

For the young of the flock and the herd;

Their souls shall be like a Rwell-watered garden, 

And they shall sorrow no more at all.

13“Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, 

And the young men and the old, together;

For I will turn their mourning to joy, 

Will comfort them, 

And make them rejoice rather than sorrow.

14I will Tsatiate the soul of the priests with abundance, 

And My people shall be satisfied with My goodness, says the LORD.”

15Thus says the LORD:

R“A voice was heard in RRamah, 

Lamentation and bitter weeping, 

Rachel weeping for her children, 

Refusing to be comforted for her children, 

Because Rthey are no more.”

16Thus says the LORD:

“Refrain your voice from Rweeping, 

And your eyes from tears;

For your work shall be rewarded, says the LORD, 

And they shall come back from the land of the enemy.

17There is Rhope in your future, says the LORD, 

That your children shall come back to their own border.

18“I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself:

‘You have Rchastised me, and I was chastised, 

Like an untrained bull;

Restore me, and I will return, 

For You are the LORD my God.

19Surely, Rafter my turning, I repented;

And after I was instructed, I struck myself on the thigh;

I was Rashamed, yes, even humiliated, 

Because I bore the reproach of my youth.’

20Is Ephraim My dear son?

Is he a pleasant child?

For though I spoke against him, 

I earnestly remember him still;

RTherefore My heart yearns for him;

RI will surely have mercy on him, says the LORD.

21“Set up signposts, 

Make landmarks;

RSet your heart toward the highway, 

The way in which you went.

TTurn back, O virgin of Israel, 

Turn back to these your cities.

Judah Is Restored

22How long will you gad about, 

O you Rbacksliding daughter?

For the LORD has created a new thing in the earth—

A woman shall encompass a man.”

23Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: “They shall again use this speech in the land of Judah and in its cities, when I bring back their captivity: R‘The LORD bless you, O home of justice, and Rmountain of holiness!’

24“And there shall dwell in Judah itself, and Rin all its cities together, farmers and those going out with flocks.

25“For I have satiated the weary soul, and I have replenished every sorrowful soul.”

26After this I awoke and looked around, and my sleep was Rsweet to me.

27“Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, that RI will sow the house of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of man and the seed of beast.

28“And it shall come to pass, that as I have Rwatched over them to pluck up, to break down, to throw down, to destroy, and to afflict, so I will watch over them to build and to plant, says the LORD.

29R“In those days they shall say no more:

‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, 

And the children’s teeth are set on edge.’

30R“But every one shall die for his own iniquity; every man who eats the sour grapes, his teeth shall be set on edge.

31“Behold, the Rdays are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a Rnew covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah— 

32“not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that RI took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them, * says the LORD.

33R“But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: RI will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; Rand I will be their God, and they shall be My people.

34“No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD, ’ for Rthey all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the LORD. For RI will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”

35Thus says the LORD, 

RWho gives the sun for a light by day, 

The ordinances of the moon and the stars for a light by night, 

Who disturbs Rthe sea, 

And its waves roar

(The LORD of hosts is His name):

36“If Rthose ordinances depart

From before Me, says the LORD, 

Then the seed of Israel shall also cease

From being a nation before Me forever.”

37Thus says the LORD:

R“If heaven above can be measured, 

And the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, 

I will also Rcast off all the seed of Israel

For all that they have done, says the LORD.

38“Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, that the city shall be built for the LORD Rfrom the Tower of Hananel to the Corner Gate.

39R“The surveyor’s line shall again extend straight forward over the hill Gareb; then it shall turn toward Goath.

40“And the whole valley of the dead bodies and of the ashes, and all the fields as far as the Brook Kidron, Rto the corner of the Horse Gate toward the east, Rshall be holy to the LORD. It shall not be plucked up or thrown down anymore forever.”




CHAPTER 32

Rebuilding of Jerusalem

1The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD Rin the tenth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar.

2For then the king of Babylon’s army besieged Jerusalem, and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in the court of the prison, which was in the king of Judah’s house.

3For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying, “Why do you Rprophesy and say, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it;

4“and Zedekiah king of Judah shall not escape from the hand of the Chaldeans, but shall surely be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon, and shall speak with him face to face, * and see him eye to eye;

5“then he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and there he shall be until I visit him, ” says the LORD; “though you fight with the Chaldeans, you shall not succeed” ’?”

6And Jeremiah said, “The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

7‘Behold, Hanamel the son of Shallum your uncle will come to you, saying, “Buy my field which is in Anathoth, for the Rright of redemption is yours to buy it.” ’

8“Then Hanamel my uncle’s son came to me in the court of the prison according to the word of the LORD, and said to me, ‘Please buy my field that is in Anathoth, which is in the country of Benjamin; for the right of inheritance is yours, and the redemption yours; buy it for yourself.’ Then I knew that this was the word of the LORD.

9“So I bought the field from Hanamel, the son of my uncle who was in Anathoth, and Rweighed out to him the money—seventeen shekels of silver.

10“And I signed the Tdeed and sealed it, took witnesses, and weighed the money on the scales.

11“So I took the purchase deed, both that which was sealed according to the law and custom, and that which was open;

12“and I gave the purchase deed to Baruch the son of Neriah, son of Mahseiah, in the presence of Hanamel my uncle’s son, and in the presence of the witnesses who signed the purchase deed, before all the Jews who sat in the court of the prison.

13“Then I charged RBaruch before them, saying, 

14‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: “Take these deeds, both this purchase deed which is sealed and this deed which is open, and put them in an earthen vessel, that they may last many days.”

15‘For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: “Houses and fields and vineyards shall be Rpossessed again in this land.” ’

16“Now when I had delivered the purchase deed to Baruch the son of Neriah, I prayed to the LORD, saying:

17‘Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, RYou have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and outstretched arm. RThere is nothing too hard for You.

18‘You show Rlovingkindness to thousands, and repay the iniquity of the fathers into the bosom of their children after them—the Great, Rthe Mighty God, whose name is the LORD of hosts.

19‘You are Rgreat in counsel and mighty in Twork, for Your Reyes are open to all the ways of the sons of men, Rto give everyone according to his ways and according to the fruit of his doings.

20‘You have set signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, to this day, and in Israel and among other men; and You have made Yourself Ra name, as it is this day.

21‘You have brought Your people Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs and wonders, with a strong hand and an outstretched arm, and with great terror;

22‘You have given them this land, of which You swore to their fathers to give them—“a land flowing with milk and honey.”*

23‘And they came in and took possession of it, but Rthey have not obeyed Your voice or walked in Your law. They have done nothing of all that You commanded them to do; therefore You have caused all this calamity to come upon them.

24‘Look, the siege mounds! They have come to the city to take it; and the city has been given into the hand of the Chaldeans who fight against it, because of the sword and famine and pestilence. What You have spoken has happened; there You see it!

25‘And You have said to me, O Lord GOD, “Buy the field for money, and take witnesses”!—yet the city has been given into the hand of the Chaldeans.’ ”

26Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying, 

27“Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh. Is there anything too hard for Me?

28“Therefore thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the Chaldeans, into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he shall take it.

29‘And the Chaldeans who fight against this city shall come and Rset fire to this city and burn it, with the houses Ron whose roofs they have offered incense to Baal and poured out drink offerings to other gods, to provoke Me to anger;

30‘because the children of Israel and the children of Judah have done only evil before Me from their youth. For the children of Israel have provoked Me only to anger with the work of their hands, ’ says the LORD.

31‘For this city has been to Me a provocation of My anger and My fury from the day that they built it, even to this day; Rso I will remove it from before My face

32‘because of all the evil of the children of Israel and the children of Judah, which they have done to provoke Me to anger—Rthey, their kings, their princes, their priests, Rtheir prophets, the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

33‘And they have turned to Me the back, and not the face; though I taught them, rising up early and teaching them, yet they have not listened to receive instruction.

34‘But they Rset their abominations in Tthe house which is called by My name, to defile it.

35‘And they built the high places of Baal which are in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their daughters to pass through the fire to Molech, which I did not command them, nor did it come into My mind that they should do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin.’

36“Now therefore, thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning this city of which you say, ‘It shall be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence’:

37‘Behold, I will Rgather them out of all countries where I have driven them in My anger, in My fury, and in great wrath; I will bring them back to this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely.

38‘They shall be RMy people, and I will be their God;

39‘then I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever, for the good of them and their children after them.

40‘And RI will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from doing them good; but RI will put My fear in their hearts so that they will not depart from Me.

41‘Yes, RI will rejoice over them to do them good, and RI will Tassuredly plant them in this land, with all My heart and with all My soul.’

42“For thus says the LORD: R‘Just as I have brought all this great calamity on this people, so I will bring on them all the good that I have promised them.

43‘And fields will be bought in this land Rof which you say, “It is desolate, without man or beast; it has been given into the hand of the Chaldeans.”

44‘Men will buy fields for money, sign deeds and seal them, and take witnesses, in Rthe land of Benjamin, in the places around Jerusalem, in the cities of Judah, in the cities of the mountains, in the cities of the lowland, and in the cities of the South; for RI will cause their captives to return, ’ says the LORD.”




CHAPTER 33

Reconfirming the Covenant

1Moreover the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah a second time, while he was still Rshut up in the court of the prison, saying, 

2“Thus says the LORD Rwho made it, the LORD who formed it to establish it R(theT LORD is His name):

3R‘Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and Tmighty things, which you do not know.’

4“For thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the houses of this city and the houses of the kings of Judah, which have been pulled down to fortify* against the siege mounds and the sword:

5‘They come to fight with the Chaldeans, but only to fill their places* with the dead bodies of men whom I will slay in My anger and My fury, all for whose wickedness I have hidden My face from this city.

6‘Behold, RI will bring it health and healing; I will heal them and reveal to them the abundance of peace and truth.

7‘And I will cause the captives of Judah and the captives of Israel to return, and will rebuild those places Ras at the first.

8‘I will Rcleanse them from all their iniquity by which they have sinned against Me, and I will pardon all their iniquities by which they have sinned and by which they have transgressed against Me.

9R‘Then it shall be to Me a name of joy, a praise, and an honor before all nations of the earth, who shall hear all the good that I do to them; they shall Rfear and tremble for all the goodness and all the prosperity that I provide for it.’

10“Thus says the LORD: ‘Again there shall be heard in this place—of which you say, “It is desolate, without man and without beast”—in the cities of Judah, in the streets of Jerusalem that are desolate, without man and without inhabitant and without beast, 

11‘the Rvoice of joy and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the voice of those who will say:

R“Praise the LORD of hosts, 

For the LORD is good, 

For His mercy endures forever”—

and of those who will bring Rthe sacrifice of praise into the house of the LORD. For I will cause the captives of the land to return as at the first, ’ says the LORD.

12“Thus says the LORD of hosts: R‘In this place which is desolate, without man and without beast, and in all its cities, there shall again be a dwelling place of shepherds causing their flocks to lie down.

13R‘In the cities of the mountains, in the cities of the lowland, in the cities of the South, in the land of Benjamin, in the places around Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, the flocks shall again Rpass under the hands of him who counts them, ’ says the LORD.

14‘Behold, the days are coming, ’ says the LORD, ‘that RI will perform that good thing which I have promised to the house of Israel and to the house of Judah:

15‘In those days and at that time

I will cause to grow up to David

A RBranch of righteousness;

He shall execute judgment and righteousness in the earth.

16In those days RJudah will be saved, 

And Jerusalem will dwell safely.

And this is the name by which she will be called:

THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.’*

17“For thus says the LORD: ‘David shall never Rlack a man to sit on the throne of the house of Israel;

18‘nor shall the Rpriests, the Levites, lack a man to Roffer burnt offerings before Me, to Tkindle grain offerings, and to sacrifice continually.’ ”

19And the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying, 

20“Thus says the LORD: ‘If you can break My covenant with the day and My covenant with the night, so that there will not be day and night in their season, 

21‘then My covenant may also be broken with David My servant, so that he shall not have a son to reign on his throne, and with the Levites, the priests, My ministers.

22‘As Rthe host of heaven cannot be numbered, nor the sand of the sea measured, so will I Rmultiply the descendants of David My servant and the RLevites who minister to Me.’ ”

23Moreover the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying, 

24“Have you not considered what these people have spoken, saying, ‘The two families which the LORD has chosen, He has also cast them off’? Thus they have Rdespised My people, as if they should no more be a nation before them.

25“Thus says the LORD: ‘If RMy covenant is not with day and night, and if I have not Rappointed the ordinances of heaven and earth, 

26‘then I will cast away the descendants of Jacob and David My servant, so that I will not take any of his descendants to be rulers over the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. For I will cause their captives to return, and will have mercy on them.’ ”




CHAPTER 34

Message to Zedekiah

1The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, Rwhen Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army, Rall the kingdoms of the earth under his dominion, and all the people, fought against Jerusalem and all its cities, saying, 

2“Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: ‘Go and speak to Zedekiah king of Judah and tell him, “Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire.

3‘And Ryou shall not escape from his hand, but shall surely be taken and delivered into his hand; your eyes shall see the eyes of the king of Babylon, he shall speak with you Rface to face, * and you shall go to Babylon.’ ” ’

4“Yet hear the word of the LORD, O Zedekiah king of Judah! Thus says the LORD concerning you: ‘You shall not die by the sword.

5‘You shall die in peace; as in Rthe ceremonies of your fathers, the former kings who were before you, Rso they shall burn incense for you and lament for you, saying, “Alas, lord!” For I have pronounced the word, says the LORD.’ ”

6Then Jeremiah the prophet spoke all these words to Zedekiah king of Judah in Jerusalem, 

7when the king of Babylon’s army fought against Jerusalem and all the cities of Judah that were left, against Lachish and Azekah; for only Rthese fortified cities remained of the cities of Judah.

Message to the People

8This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, after King Zedekiah had made a covenant with all the people who were at Jerusalem to proclaim Rliberty to them:

9Rthat every man should set free his male and female slave—a Hebrew man or woman—Rthat no one should keep a Jewish brother in bondage.

10Now when all the princes and all the people, who had entered into the covenant, heard that everyone should set free his male and female slaves, that no one should keep them in bondage anymore, they obeyed and let them go.

11But afterward they changed their minds and made the male and female slaves return, whom they had set free, and brought them into subjection as male and female slaves.

12Therefore the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 

13“Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: ‘I made a covenant with your fathers in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage, saying, 

14“At the end of Rseven years let every man set free his Hebrew brother, who Thas been sold to him; and when he has served you six years, you shall let him go free from you.” But your fathers did not obey Me nor incline their ear.

15‘Then you recently turned and did what was right in My sight—every man proclaiming liberty to his neighbor; and you Rmade a covenant before Me Rin the house which is called by My name.

16‘Then you turned around and Rprofaned My name, and every one of you brought back his male and female slaves, whom you had set at liberty, at their pleasure, and brought them back into subjection, to be your male and female slaves.’

17“Therefore thus says the LORD: ‘You have not obeyed Me in proclaiming liberty, every one to his brother and every one to his neighbor. RBehold, I proclaim liberty to you, ’ says the LORD—R‘to the sword, to pestilence, and to famine! And I will deliver you to Rtrouble among all the kingdoms of the earth.

18‘And I will give the men who have transgressed My covenant, who have not performed the words of the covenant which they made before Me, when they cut the calf in two and passed between the parts of it—

19‘the princes of Judah, the princes of Jerusalem, the Teunuchs, the priests, and all the people of the land who passed between the parts of the calf—

20‘I will Rgive them into the hand of their enemies and into the hand of those who seek their life. Their Rdead bodies shall be for meat for the birds of the heaven and the beasts of the earth.

21‘And I will give Zedekiah king of Judah and his princes into the hand of their enemies, into the hand of those who seek their life, and into the hand of the king of Babylon’s army which has gone back from you.

22‘Behold, I will command, ’ says the LORD, ‘and cause them to return to this city. They will fight against it and take it and burn it with fire; and I will make the cities of Judah a desolation without inhabitant.’ ”




CHAPTER 35

Message to the Rechabites

1The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, saying, 

2“Go to the house of the Rechabites, speak to them, and bring them into the house of the LORD, into one of the chambers, and give them wine to drink.”

3Then I took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habazziniah, his brothers and all his sons, and the whole house of the Rechabites, 

4and I brought them into the house of the LORD, into the chamber of the sons of Hanan the son of Igdaliah, a man of God, which was by the chamber of the princes, above the chamber of Maaseiah the son of Shallum, the keeper of the door.

5Then I set before the sons of the house of the Rechabites bowls full of wine, and cups; and I said to them, “Drink wine.”

6But they said, “We will drink no wine, for Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father, commanded us, saying, ‘You shall drink Rno wine, you nor your sons, forever.

7‘You shall not build a house, sow seed, plant a vineyard, nor have any of these; but all your days you shall dwell in tents, Rthat you may live many days in the land where you are sojourners.’

8“Thus we have Robeyed the voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father, in all that he charged us, to drink no wine all our days, we, our wives, our sons, or our daughters, 

9“nor to build ourselves houses to dwell in; nor do we have vineyard, field, or seed.

10“But we have dwelt in tents, and have obeyed and done according to all that Jonadab our father commanded us.

11“But it came to pass, when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up into the land, that we said, ‘Come, let us Rgo to Jerusalem for fear of the army of the Chaldeans and for fear of the army of the Syrians.’ So we dwell at Jerusalem.”

12Then came the word of the LORD to Jeremiah, saying, 

13“Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Go and tell the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, “Will you not Rreceive instruction to Tobey My words?” says the LORD.

14“The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, which he commanded his sons, not to drink wine, are performed; for to this day they drink none, and obey their father’s commandment. RBut although I have spoken to you, Rrising early and speaking, you did not obey Me.

15“I have also sent to you all My Rservants the prophets, rising up early and sending them, saying, ‘Turn now everyone from his evil way, amend your doings, and do not go after other gods to serve them; then you will dwell in the land which I have given you and your fathers.’ But you have not inclined your ear, nor obeyed Me.

16“Surely the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have performed the commandment of their father, which he commanded them, but this people has not obeyed Me.” ’

17“Therefore thus says the LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Behold, I will bring on Judah and on all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the doom that I have pronounced against them; Rbecause I have spoken to them but they have not heard, and I have called to them but they have not answered.’ ”

18And Jeremiah said to the house of the Rechabites, “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Because you have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts and done according to all that he commanded you, 

19‘therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: “Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not lack a man to Rstand before Me forever.” ’ ”




CHAPTER 36

Message of the Scroll

1Now it came to pass in the Rfourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, that this word came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying:

2“Take a scroll of a book and write on it all the words that I have spoken to you against Israel, against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I spoke to you, from the days of Josiah even to this day.

3“It Rmay be that the house of Judah will hear all the adversities which I purpose to bring upon them, that everyone may Rturn from his evil way, that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin.”

4Then Jeremiah Rcalled Baruch the son of Neriah; and RBaruch wrote on a scroll of a book, at the instruction of Jeremiah, * all the words of the LORD which He had spoken to him.

5And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, “I am confined, I cannot go into the house of the LORD.

6“You go, therefore, and read from the scroll which you have written at my instruction, * the words of the LORD, in the hearing of the people in the LORD’s house on Rthe day of fasting. And you shall also read them in the hearing of all Judah who come from their cities.

7“It may be that they will present their supplication before the LORD, and everyone will turn from his evil way. For great is the anger and the fury that the LORD has pronounced against this people.”

8And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading from the book the words of the LORD in the LORD’s house.

9Now it came to pass in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, in the ninth month, that they proclaimed a fast before the LORD to all the people in Jerusalem, and to all the people who came from the cities of Judah to Jerusalem.

10Then Baruch read from the book the words of Jeremiah in the house of the LORD, in the chamber of Gemariah the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the upper court at the entry of the New Gate of the LORD’s house, in the hearing of all the people.

11When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, heard all the words of the LORD from the book, 

12he then went down to the king’s house, into the scribe’s chamber; and there all the princes were sitting—RElishama the scribe, Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, RElnathan the son of Achbor, Gemariah the son of Shaphan, Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all the princes.

13Then Michaiah declared to them all the words that he had heard when Baruch read the book in the hearing of the people.

14Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, to Baruch, saying, “Take in your hand the scroll from which you have read in the hearing of the people, and come.” So Baruch the son of Neriah took the scroll in his hand and came to them.

15And they said to him, “Sit down now, and read it in our hearing.” So Baruch read it in their hearing.

16Now it happened, when they had heard all the words, that they looked in fear from one to another, and said to Baruch, “We will surely tell the king of all these words.”

17And they asked Baruch, saying, “Tell us now, how did you write all these words—at his instruction?”*

18So Baruch answered them, “He proclaimed with his mouth all these words to me, and I wrote them with ink in the book.”

19Then the princes said to Baruch, “Go and hide, you and Jeremiah; and let no one know where you are.”

20And they went to the king, into the court; but they stored the scroll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told all the words in the hearing of the king.

21So the king sent Jehudi to bring the scroll, and he took it from Elishama the scribe’s chamber. And Jehudi read it in the hearing of the king and in the hearing of all the princes who stood beside the king.

22Now the king was sitting in Rthe winter house in the ninth month, with a fire burning on the hearth before him.

23And it happened, when Jehudi had read three or four columns, that the king cut it with the scribe’s knife and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the scroll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth.

24Yet they were not afraid, nor did they tear their garments, the king nor any of his servants who heard all these words.

25Nevertheless Elnathan, Delaiah, and Gemariah implored the king not to burn the scroll; but he would not listen to them.

26And the king commanded Jerahmeel the king’s* son, Seraiah the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to seize Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet, but the LORD hid them.

27Now after the king had burned the scroll with the words which Baruch had written at the instruction of Jeremiah, * the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying:

28“Take yet another scroll, and write on it all the former words that were in the first scroll which Jehoiakim the king of Judah has burned.

29“And you shall say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, ‘Thus says the LORD: “You have burned this scroll, saying, ‘Why have you written in it that the king of Babylon will certainly come and destroy this land, and cause man and beast to cease from here?’ ”

30‘Therefore thus says the LORD concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah: “He shall have no one to sit on the throne of David, and his dead body shall be cast out to the heat of the day and the frost of the night.

31“I will punish him, his Tfamily, and his servants for their iniquity; and I will bring on them, on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and on the men of Judah all the doom that I have pronounced against them; but they did not heed.” ’ ”

32Then Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah, who wrote on it at the instruction of Jeremiah* all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire. And besides, there were added to them many similar words.




CHAPTER 37

First Interview with Zedekiah 2 Kin. 24:17; 2 Chr. 36:10

1Now King Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned instead of Coniah the son of Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon made king in the land of Judah.

2RBut neither he nor his servants nor the people of the land gave heed to the words of the LORD which He spoke by the prophet Jeremiah.

3And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah, and RZephaniah the son of Maaseiah, the priest, to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, R“Pray now to the LORD our God for us.”

4Now Jeremiah was coming and going among the people, for they had not yet put him in prison.

5Then RPharaoh’s army came up from Egypt; and when the Chaldeans who were besieging Jerusalem heard news of them, they departed from Jerusalem.

6Then the word of the LORD came to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, 

7“Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Thus you shall say to the king of Judah, Rwho sent you to Me to inquire of Me: “Behold, Pharaoh’s army which has come up to help you will return to Egypt, to their own land.

8R“And the Chaldeans shall come back and fight against this city, and take it and burn it with fire.” ’

9“Thus says the LORD: ‘Do not deceive yourselves, saying, “The Chaldeans will surely depart from us, ” for they will not depart.

10‘For though you had defeated the whole army of the Chaldeans who fight against you, and there remained only wounded men among them, they would rise up, every man in his tent, and burn the city with fire.’ ”

Jeremiah Is Imprisoned in a Dungeon

11And it happened, when the army of the Chaldeans left the siege of Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh’s army, 

12that Jeremiah went out of Jerusalem to go into the land of Benjamin to claim his property there among the people.

13And when he was in the Gate of Benjamin, a captain of the guard was there whose name was Irijah the son of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah; and he seized Jeremiah the prophet, saying, “You are defecting to the Chaldeans!”

14Then Jeremiah said, T“False! I am not defecting to the Chaldeans.” But he did not listen to him. So Irijah seized Jeremiah and brought him to the princes.

15Therefore the princes were angry with Jeremiah, and they struck him and put him in prison in the house of Jonathan the scribe. For they had made that the prison.

16When Jeremiah entered Rthe dungeon and the cells, and Jeremiah had remained there many days, 

Second Interview of Zedekiah

17then Zedekiah the king sent and took him out. The king asked him secretly in his house, and said, “Is there any word from the LORD?” And Jeremiah said, “There is.” Then he said, “You shall be Rdelivered into the hand of the king of Babylon!”

18Moreover Jeremiah said to King Zedekiah, “What offense have I committed against you, against your servants, or against this people, that you have put me in prison?

19“Where now are your prophets who prophesied to you, saying, ‘The king of Babylon will not come against you or against this land’?

20“Therefore please hear now, O my lord the king. Please, let my petition be accepted before you, and do not make me return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest I die there.”

21Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they should commit Jeremiah Rto the court of the prison, and that they should give him daily a piece of bread from the bakers’ street, Runtil all the bread in the city was gone. Thus Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison.




CHAPTER 38

Jeremiah Is Imprisoned in a Cistern

1Now Shephatiah the son of Mattan, Gedaliah the son of Pashhur, Jucal* the son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur the son of Malchiah heard the words that Jeremiah had spoken to all the people, saying, 

2“Thus says the LORD: ‘He who remains in this city shall die by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence; but he who goes over to the Chaldeans shall live; his life shall be as a prize to him, and he shall live.’*

3“Thus says the LORD: ‘This city shall surely be given into the hand of the king of Babylon’s army, which shall take it.’ ”

4Therefore the princes said to the king, “Please, let this man be put to death, for thus he weakens the hands of the men of war who remain in this city, and the hands of all the people, by speaking such words to them. For this man does not seek the welfare of this people, but their harm.”

5Then Zedekiah the king said, “Look, he is in your hand. For the king can do nothing against you.”

6So they took Jeremiah and cast him into the dungeon of Malchiah the king’s* son, which was in the court of the prison, and they let Jeremiah down with ropes. And in the dungeon there was no water, but mire. So Jeremiah sank in the mire.

7RNow Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian, one of the Teunuchs, who was in the king’s house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon. When the king was sitting at the Gate of Benjamin, 

8Ebed-Melech went out of the king’s house and spoke to the king, saying:

9“My lord the king, these men have done evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have cast into the dungeon, and he is likely to die from hunger in the place where he is. For there is Rno more bread in the city.”

10Then the king commanded Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian, saying, “Take from here thirty men with you, and lift Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon before he dies.”

11So Ebed-Melech took the men with him and went into the house of the king under the treasury, and took from there old clothes and old rags, and let them down by ropes into the dungeon to Jeremiah.

12Then Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian said to Jeremiah, “Please put these old clothes and rags under your armpits, under the ropes.” And Jeremiah did so.

13So they pulled Jeremiah up with ropes and lifted him out of the dungeon. And Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison.

Third Interview of Zedekiah

14Then Zedekiah the king sent and had Jeremiah the prophet brought to him at the third entrance of the house of the LORD. And the king said to Jeremiah, “I will ask you something. Hide nothing from me.”

15Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “If I declare it to you, will you not surely put me to death? And if I give you advice, you will not listen to me.”

16So Zedekiah the king swore secretly to Jeremiah, saying, “As the LORD lives, Rwho made our very souls, I will not put you to death, nor will I give you into the hand of these men who seek your life.”

17Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “Thus says the LORD, the God of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘If you surely surrender to the king of Babylon’s princes, then your soul shall live; this city shall not be burned with fire, and you and your house shall live.

18‘But if you do not surrender to the king of Babylon’s princes, then this city shall be given into the hand of the Chaldeans; they shall burn it with fire, and Ryou shall not escape from their hand.’ ”

19And Zedekiah the king said to Jeremiah, “I am afraid of the Jews who have Rdefected to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their hand, and they abuse me.”

20But Jeremiah said, “They shall not deliver you. Please, obey the voice of the LORD which I speak to you. So it shall be Rwell with you, and your soul shall live.

21“But if you refuse to surrender, this is the word that the LORD has shown me:

22‘Now behold, all the Rwomen who are left in the king of Judah’s house shall be surrendered to the king of Babylon’s princes, and those women shall say:

“Your close friends have Tset upon you

And prevailed against you;

Your feet have sunk in the mire, 

And they have turned away again.”

23‘So they shall surrender all your wives and Rchildren to the Chaldeans. RYou shall not escape from their hand, but shall be taken by the hand of the king of Babylon. And you shall cause this city to be burned with fire.’ ”

24Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “Let no one know of these words, and you shall not die.

25“But if the princes hear that I have talked with you, and they come to you and say to you, ‘Declare to us now what you have said to the king, and also what the king said to you; do not hide it from us, and we will not put you to death, ’

26“then you shall say to them, R‘I presented my request before the king, that he would not make me return Rto Jonathan’s house to die there.’ ”

27Then all the princes came to Jeremiah and asked him. And he told them according to all these words that the king had commanded. So they stopped speaking with him, for the conversation had not been heard.

28Now RJeremiah remained in the court of the prison until the day that Jerusalem was taken. And he was there when Jerusalem was taken.




CHAPTER 39

Jerusalem Falls—2 Kin. 25:1–12; Jer. 52:4–14

1In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army came against Jerusalem, and besieged it.

2In the Releventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, on the ninth day of the month, the city was penetrated.

3RThen all the princes of the king of Babylon came in and sat in the Middle Gate: Nergal-Sharezer, Samgar-Nebo, Sarsechim, Rabsaris, * Nergal-Sarezer, Rabmag, * with the rest of the princes of the king of Babylon.

4RSo it was, when Zedekiah the king of Judah and all the men of war saw them, that they fled and went out of the city by night, by way of the king’s garden, by the gate between the two walls. And he went out by way of the plain.*

5But the Chaldean army pursued them and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho. And when they had captured him, they brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, to Riblah in the land of Hamath, where he pronounced judgment on him.

6Then the king of Babylon killed the sons of Zedekiah before his Reyes in Riblah; the king of Babylon also killed all the Rnobles of Judah.

7Moreover Rhe put out Zedekiah’s eyes, and bound him with bronze Tfetters to carry him off to Babylon.

8RAnd the Chaldeans burned the king’s house and the houses of the people with Rfire, and broke down the Rwalls of Jerusalem.

9Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive to Babylon the remnant of the people who remained in the city and those who defected to him, with the rest of the people who remained.

10But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left in the land of Judah the poor people, who had nothing, and gave them vineyards and fields at the same time.

Jeremiah Is Released

11Now Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon gave charge concerning Jeremiah to Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, saying, 

12“Take him and look after him, and do him no Rharm; but do to him just as he says to you.”

13So Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard sent Nebushasban, Rabsaris, Nergal-Sharezer, Rabmag, and all the king of Babylon’s chief officers;

14then they sent someone to take Jeremiah from the court of the prison, and committed him to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, that he should take him home. So he dwelt among the people.

Ebed-Melech Is Rewarded

15Meanwhile the word of the LORD had come to Jeremiah while he was shut up in the court of the prison, saying, 

16“Go and speak to REbed-Melech the Ethiopian, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, RI will bring My words upon this city for adversity and not for good, and they shall be performed in that day before you.

17“But I will deliver you in that day, ” says the LORD, “and you shall not be given into the hand of the men of whom you are afraid.

18“For I will surely deliver you, and you shall not fall by the sword; but your life shall be as a prize to you, because you have put your trust in Me, ” says the LORD.’ ”




CHAPTER 40

Ministry to the Remnant in Judah

1The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD Rafter Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had let him go from Ramah, when he had taken him bound in chains among all who were carried away captive from Jerusalem and Judah, who were carried away captive to Babylon.

2And the captain of the guard took Jeremiah and said to him: “The LORD your God has pronounced this doom on this place.

3“Now the LORD has brought it, and has done just as He said. RBecause you people have sinned against the LORD, and not obeyed His voice, therefore this thing has come upon you.

4“And now look, I free you this day from the chains that were on your hand. If it seems good to you to come with me to Babylon, come, and I will look after you. But if it seems wrong for you to come with me to Babylon, remain here. See, Rall the land is before you; wherever it seems good and convenient for you to go, go there.”

5Now while Jeremiah had not yet gone back, Nebuzaradan said, “Go back to RGedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon has made governor over the cities of Judah, and dwell with him among the people. Or go wherever it seems convenient for you to go.” So the captain of the guard gave him rations and a gift and let him go.

6RThen Jeremiah went to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, to RMizpah, and dwelt with him among the people who were left in the land.

7RAnd when all the captains of the armies who were in the fields, they and their men, heard that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam governor in the land, and had committed to him men, women, children, and Rthe poorest of the land who had not been carried away captive to Babylon, 

8then they came to Gedaliah at Mizpah—Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, Johanan and Jonathan the sons of Kareah, Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth, the sons of Ephai the Netophathite, and RJezaniah* the son of a Maachathite, they and their men.

9And Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, took an oath before them and their men, saying, “Do not be afraid to serve the Chaldeans. Dwell in the land and serve the king of Babylon, and it shall be Rwell with you.

10“As for me, I will indeed dwell at Mizpah and serve the Chaldeans who come to us. But you, gather wine and summer fruit and oil, put them in your vessels, and dwell in your cities that you have taken.”

11Likewise, when all the Jews who were in Moab, among the Ammonites, in Edom, and who were in all the countries, heard that the king of Babylon had left a remnant of Judah, and that he had set over them Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, 

12then all the Jews Rreturned out of all places where they had been driven, and came to the land of Judah, to Gedaliah at Mizpah, and gathered wine and summer fruit in abundance.

13Moreover Johanan the son of Kareah and all the captains of the forces that were in the fields came to Gedaliah at Mizpah, 

14and said to him, “Do you certainly know that RBaalis the king of the Ammonites has sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to murder you?” But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam did not believe them.

15Then Johanan the son of Kareah spoke secretly to Gedaliah in Mizpah, saying, “Let me go, please, and I will kill Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and no one will know it. Why should he murder you, so that all the Jews who are gathered to you would be scattered, and the remnant in Judah perish?”

16But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said to Johanan the son of Kareah, “You shall not do this thing, for you speak falsely concerning Ishmael.”




CHAPTER 41

1Now it came to pass in the seventh month Rthat Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the royal Tfamily and of the officers of the king, came with ten men to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, at RMizpah. And there they ate bread together in Mizpah.

2Then Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and the ten men who were with him, arose and Rstruck Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, with the sword, and killed him whom the king of Babylon had made governor over the land.

3Ishmael also struck down all the Jews who were with him, that is, with Gedaliah at Mizpah, and the Chaldeans who were found there, the men of war.

4And it happened, on the second day after he had killed Gedaliah, when as yet no one knew it, 

5that certain men came from Shechem, from Shiloh, and from Samaria, eighty men Rwith their beards shaved and their clothes torn, having cut themselves, with offerings and incense in their hand, to bring them to Rthe house of the LORD.

6Now Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went out from Mizpah to meet them, weeping as he went along; and it happened as he met them that he said to them, “Come to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam!”

7So it was, when they came into the midst of the city, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah Rkilled them and cast them into the midst of a Tpit, he and the men who were with him.

8But ten men were found among them who said to Ishmael, “Do not kill us, for we have treasures of wheat, barley, oil, and honey in the field.” So he desisted and did not kill them among their brethren.

9Now the pit into which Ishmael had cast all the dead bodies of the men whom he had slain, because of Gedaliah, was Rthe same one Asa the king had made for fear of Baasha king of Israel. Ishmael the son of Nethaniah filled it with the slain. 

10Then Ishmael carried away captive all the Rrest of the people who were in Mizpah, Rthe king’s daughters and all the people who remained in Mizpah, Rwhom Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had committed to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. And Ishmael the son of Nethaniah carried them away captive and departed to go over to the Ammonites.

11But when Johanan the son of Kareah and all the captains of the forces that were with him heard of all the evil that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had done, 

12they took all the men and went to fight with Ishmael the son of Nethaniah; and they found him by Rthe great pool that is in Gibeon.

13So it was, when all the people who were with Ishmael saw Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces who were with him, that they were glad.

14Then all the people whom Ishmael had carried away captive from Mizpah turned around and came back, and went to Johanan the son of Kareah.

15But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah escaped from Johanan with eight men and went to the Ammonites.

16Then Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were with him, took from Mizpah all the Rrest of the people whom he had recovered from Ishmael the son of Nethaniah after he had murdered Gedaliah the son of Ahikam—the mighty men of war and the women and the children and the eunuchs, whom he had brought back from Gibeon.

17And they departed and dwelt in the habitation of Chimham, which is near Bethlehem, as they went on their way to Egypt, 

18because of the Chaldeans; for they were afraid of them, because Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had murdered Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, Rwhom the king of Babylon had made governor in the land.




CHAPTER 42

1Now all the captains of the forces, RJo hanan the son of Kareah, Jezaniah the son of Hoshaiah, and all the people, from the least to the greatest, came near

2and said to Jeremiah the prophet, R“Please, let our petition be acceptable to you, and pray for us to the LORD your God, for all this remnant (since we are left but a few of many, as you can see), 

3“that the LORD your God may show us Rthe way in which we should walk and the thing we should do.”

4Then Jeremiah the prophet said to them, “I have heard. Indeed, I will pray to the LORD your God according to your words, and it shall be, that Rwhatever the LORD answers you, I will declare it to you. I will keep nothing back from you.”

5So they said to Jeremiah, “Let the LORD be a true and faithful witness between us, if we do not do according to everything which the LORD your God sends us by you.

6“Whether it is Tpleasing or Tdispleasing, we will Robey the voice of the LORD our God to whom we send you, Rthat it may be well with us when we obey the voice of the LORD our God.”

7And it happened after ten days that the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah.

8Then he called Johanan the son of Kareah, all the captains of the forces which were with him, and all the people from the least even to the greatest, 

9and said to them, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, to whom you sent me to present your petition before Him:

10‘If you will still remain in this land, then RI will build you and not pull you down, and I will plant you and not pluck you up. For I relent concerning the disaster that I have brought upon you.

11‘Do not be afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom you are afraid; do not be afraid of him, ’ says the LORD, ‘for I am with you, to save you and deliver you from his hand.

12‘And RI will show you mercy, that he may have mercy on you and cause you to return to your own land.’

13“But if Ryou say, ‘We will not dwell in this land, ’ disobeying the voice of the LORD your God, 

14“saying, ‘No, but we will go to the land of REgypt where we shall see no war, nor hear the sound of the trumpet, nor be hungry for bread, and there we will dwell’—

15“Then hear now the word of the LORD, O remnant of Judah! Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘If you RwhollyT set Ryour faces to enter Egypt, and go to dwell there, 

16‘then it shall be that the Rsword which you feared shall overtake you there in the land of Egypt; the famine of which you were afraid shall follow close after you there in Egypt; and there you shall die.

17‘So shall it be with all the men who set their faces to go to Egypt to dwell there. They shall die by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence. And Rnone of them shall remain or escape from the disaster that I will bring upon them.’

18“For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘As My anger and My fury have been Rpoured out on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so will My fury be poured out on you when you enter Egypt. And Ryou shall be an oath, an astonishment, a curse, and a reproach; and you shall see this place no more.’

19“The LORD has said concerning you, O remnant of Judah, R‘Do not go to Egypt!’ Know certainly that I have Tadmonished you this day.

20“For you were hypocrites in your hearts when you sent me to the LORD your God, saying, ‘Pray for us to the LORD our God, and according to all that the LORD your God says, so declare to us and we will do it.’

21“And I have this day declared it to you, but you have Rnot obeyed the voice of the LORD your God, or anything which He has sent you by me.

22“Now therefore, know certainly that you Rshall die by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence in the place where you desire to go to dwell.”




CHAPTER 43

Ministry to Remnant in Egypt

1Now it happened, when Jeremiah had stopped speaking to all the people all the Rwords of the LORD their God, for which the LORD their God had sent him to them, all these words, 

2that Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the proud men spoke, saying to Jeremiah, “You speak falsely! The LORD our God has not sent you to say, ‘Do not go to Egypt to dwell there.’





3“But Baruch the son of Neriah has set you against us, to deliver us into the hand of the Chaldeans, that they may put us to death or carry us away captive to Babylon.”

4So Johanan the son of Kareah, all the captains of the forces, and all the people would Rnot obey the voice of the LORD, to remain in the land of Judah.

5But Johanan the son of Kareah and all the captains of the forces took Rall the remnant of Judah who had returned to dwell in the land of Judah, from all nations where they had been driven—

6men, women, children, Rthe king’s daughters, and every person whom Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had left with Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, and Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch the son of Neriah.

7RSo they went to the land of Egypt, for they did not obey the voice of the LORD. And they went as far as Tahpanhes.

8Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah in Tahpanhes, saying, 

9“Take large stones in your hand, and hide them in the sight of the men of Judah, in the Tclay in the brick courtyard which is at the entrance to Pharaoh’s house in Tahpanhes;

10“and say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, I will send and bring Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant, and will set his throne above these stones that I have hidden. And he will spread his royal pavilion over them.

11“When he comes, he shall strike the land of Egypt and deliver to death Rthose appointed for death, and to captivity those appointed for captivity, and to the sword those appointed for the sword.

12“I* will kindle a fire in the houses of Rthe gods of Egypt, and he shall burn them and carry them away captive. And he shall array himself with the land of Egypt, as a shepherd puts on his garment, and he shall go out from there in peace.

13“He shall also break the sacred pillars of Beth Shemesh* that are in the land of Egypt; and the houses of the gods of the Egyptians he shall burn with fire.” ’ ”




CHAPTER 44

1The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the Jews who dwell in the land of Egypt, who dwell at RMigdol, at RTahpanhes, at RNoph, * and in the country of Pathros, saying, 

2“Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘You have seen all the calamity that I have brought on Jerusalem and on all the cities of Judah; and behold, this day they are a desolation, and no one dwells in them, 

3‘because of their wickedness which they have committed to provoke Me to anger, in that they went Rto burn incense and to serve other gods whom they did not know, they nor you nor your fathers.

4‘However RI have sent to you all My servants the prophets, rising early and sending them, saying, “Oh, do not do this abominable thing that I hate!”

5‘But they did not listen or incline their ear to turn from their wickedness, to burn no incense to other gods.

6‘So My fury and My anger were poured out and kindled in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem; and they are wasted and desolate, as it is this day.’

7“Now therefore, thus says the LORD, the God of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Why do you commit this great evil against yourselves, to cut off from you man and woman, child and infant, out of Judah, leaving none to remain, 

8‘in that you provoke Me to wrath with the works of your hands, burning incense to other gods in the land of Egypt where you have gone to dwell, that you may cut yourselves off and be a curse and a reproach among all the nations of the earth?

9‘Have you forgotten the wickedness of your fathers, the wickedness of the kings of Judah, the wickedness of their wives, your own wickedness, and the wickedness of your wives, which they committed in the land of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem?

10‘They have not been Rhumbled, to this day, nor have they feared; they have not walked in My law or in My statutes that I set before you and your fathers.’

11“Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Behold, RI will set My face against you for catastrophe and for Tcutting off all Judah.

12‘And I will take the remnant of Judah who have set their faces to go into the land of Egypt to dwell there, and Rthey shall all be consumed and fall in the land of Egypt. They shall be consumed by the sword and by famine. They shall die, from the least to the greatest, by the sword and by famine; and they shall be an oath, an astonishment, a curse and a reproach!

13R‘For I will punish those who dwell in the land of Egypt, as I have punished Jerusalem, by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence, 

14‘so that none of the remnant of Judah who have gone into the land of Egypt to dwell there shall escape or survive, lest they return to the land of Judah, to which they desire to return and dwell. For none shall return except those who escape.’ ”

15Then all the men who knew that their wives had burned incense to other gods, with all the women who stood by, a great multitude, and all the people who dwelt in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, answered Jeremiah, saying:

16“As for the word that you have spoken to us in the name of the LORD, Rwe will not listen to you!

17“But we will certainly do whatever has gone out of our own mouth, to burn incense to the Rqueen of heaven and pour out drink offerings to her, as we have done, we and our fathers, our kings and our princes, in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem. For then we had plenty of food, were well-off, and saw no trouble.

18“But since we stopped burning incense to the queen of heaven and pouring out drink offerings to her, we have lacked everything and have been consumed by the sword and by famine.”

19The women also said, R“And when we burned incense to the queen of heaven and poured out drink offerings to her, did we make cakes for her, to worship her, and pour out drink offerings to her without our husbands’ permission?”

20Then Jeremiah spoke to all the people—the men, the women, and all the people who had given him that answer—saying:

21“The incense that you burned in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, you and your fathers, your kings and your princes, and the people of the land, did not the LORD remember them, and did it not come into His mind?

22“So the LORD could no longer bear it, because of the evil of your doings and because of the abominations which you committed. Therefore your land is a desolation, an astonishment, a curse, and without an inhabitant, Ras it is this day.

23“Because you have burned incense and because you have sinned against the LORD, and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD or walked in His law, in His statutes or in His testimonies, therefore this calamity has happened to you, as at this day.”

24Moreover Jeremiah said to all the people and to all the women, “Hear the word of the LORD, all Judah who are in the land of Egypt!

25“Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saying: ‘You and your wives have spoken with your mouths and fulfilled with your hands, saying, “We will surely keep our vows that we have made, to burn incense to the queen of heaven and pour out drink offerings to her.” You will surely keep your vows and perform your vows!’

26“Therefore hear the word of the LORD, all Judah who dwell in the land of Egypt: ‘Behold, RI have sworn by My Rgreat name, ’ says the LORD, ‘that RMy name shall no more be named in the mouth of any man of Judah in all the land of Egypt, saying, “The Lord GOD lives.”

27‘Behold, I will watch over them for adversity and not for good. And all the men of Judah who are in the land of Egypt Rshall be consumed by the sword and by famine, until there is an end to them.

28‘Yet Ra small number who escape the sword shall return from the land of Egypt to the land of Judah; and all the remnant of Judah, who have gone to the land of Egypt to dwell there, shall know whose words will stand, Mine or theirs.

29‘And this shall be a sign to you, ’ says the LORD, ‘that I will punish you in this place, that you may know that My words will surely stand against you for adversity.’

30“Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, RI will give Pharaoh Hophra king of Egypt into the hand of his enemies and into the hand of those who seek his life, as I gave RZedekiah king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, his enemy who sought his life.’ ”




CHAPTER 45

Message to Baruch

1The Rword that Jeremiah the prophet spoke to Baruch the son of Neriah, when he had written these words in a book at the instruction of Jeremiah, * in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, saying, 

2“Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, to you, O Baruch:

3‘You said, “Woe is me now! For the LORD has added grief to my sorrow. I Rfainted in my sighing, and I find no rest.” ’

4“Thus you shall say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Behold, Rwhat I have built I will break down, and what I have planted I will pluck up, that is, this whole land.

5“And do you seek great things for yourself? Do not seek them; for behold, RI will bring adversity on all flesh, ” says the LORD. “But I will give your life to you as a prize in all places, wherever you go.” ’ ”




CHAPTER 46

Prophecies Against Egypt

1The word of the LORD which came to Jeremiah the prophet against the nations.

2Against REgypt.

RConcerning the army of Pharaoh Necho, king of Egypt, which was by the River Euphrates in Carchemish, and which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon defeated in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah:

3“Order the Tbuckler and shield, 

And draw near to battle!

4Harness the horses, 

And mount up, you horsemen!

Stand forth with your helmets, 

Polish the spears, 

RPut on the armor!

5Why have I seen them dismayed and turned back?

Their mighty ones are beaten down;

They have speedily fled, 

And did not look back, 

For Rfear was all around, ” says the LORD.

6“Do not let the swift flee away, 

Nor the mighty man escape;

They will Rstumble and fall

Toward the north, by the River Euphrates.

7“Who is this coming up like a flood, 

Whose waters move like the rivers?

8Egypt rises up like a flood, 

And its waters move like the rivers;

And he says, ‘I will go up and cover the earth, 

I will destroy the city and its inhabitants.’

9Come up, O horses, and rage, O chariots!

And let the mighty men come forth:

TThe Ethiopians and Tthe Libyans who handle the shield, 

And the Lydians Rwho handle and bend the bow.

10For this is Rthe day of the Lord GOD of hosts, 

A day of vengeance, 

That He may avenge Himself on His adversaries.

RThe sword shall devour;

It shall be Tsatiated and made drunk with their blood;

For the Lord GOD of hosts Rhas a sacrifice

In the north country by the River Euphrates.

11“Go up to Gilead and take balm, 

RO virgin, the daughter of Egypt; 

In vain you will use many medicines;

RYou shall not be cured.

12The nations have heard of your Rshame, 

And your cry has filled the land;

For the mighty man has stumbled against the mighty;

They both have fallen together.”

13The word that the LORD spoke to Jeremiah the prophet, how Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon would come and Rstrike the land of Egypt.

14“Declare in Egypt, and proclaim in RMigdol;

Proclaim in Noph* and in Tahpanhes;

Say, ‘Stand fast and prepare yourselves, 

For the sword devours all around you.’

15Why are your valiant men swept away?

They did not stand

Because the LORD drove them away.

16He made many fall;

Yes, Rone fell upon another.

And they said, ‘Arise!

RLet us go back to our own people

And to the land of our nativity

From the oppressing sword.’

17They cried there, 

‘Pharaoh, king of Egypt, is but a noise.

He has passed by the appointed time!’

18“As I live, ” says the King, 

RWhose name is the LORD of hosts, 

“Surely as Tabor is among the mountains

And as Carmel by the sea, so he shall come.

19O you daughter dwelling in Egypt, 

Prepare yourself Rto go into captivity!

For Noph* shall be waste and desolate, without inhabitant.

20“Egypt is a very pretty Rheifer, 

But destruction comes, it comes Rfrom the north.

21Also her mercenaries are in her midst like Tfat bulls, 

For they also are turned back, 

They have fled away together.

They did not stand, 

For Rthe day of their calamity had come upon them, 

The time of their punishment.

22RHer noise shall go like a serpent, 

For they shall march with an army

And come against her with axes, 

Like those who chop wood.

23“They shall Rcut down her forest, ” says the LORD, 

“Though it cannot be searched, 

Because they are innumerable, 

And more numerous than Rgrasshoppers.

24The daughter of Egypt shall be ashamed;

She shall be delivered into the hand

Of Rthe people of the north.”

25The LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, says: “Behold, I will bring punishment on Amon* of RNo, * and Pharaoh and Egypt, with their gods and their kings—Pharaoh and those who trust in him.

26R“And I will deliver them into the hand of those who seek their lives, into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and the hand of his servants. RAfterward it shall be inhabited as in the days of old, ” says the LORD.

27“But do not fear, O My servant Jacob, 

And do not be dismayed, O Israel!

For behold, I will Rsave you from afar, 

And your offspring from the land of their captivity;

Jacob shall return, have rest and be at ease;

No one shall make him afraid.

28Do not fear, O Jacob My servant, ” says the LORD, 

“For I am with you;

For I will make a complete end of all the nations

To which I have driven you, 

But I will not make Ra complete end of you.

I will rightly Rcorrect you, 

For I will not leave you wholly unpunished.”




CHAPTER 47

Prophecies Against Philistia

1The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah the prophet Ragainst the Philistines, before Pharaoh attacked Gaza.

2Thus says the LORD:

“Behold, Rwaters rise Rout of the north, 

And shall be an overflowing flood;

They shall overflow the land and all that is in it, 

The city and those who dwell within;

Then the men shall cry, 

And all the inhabitants of the land shall wail.

3At the Rnoise of the stamping hooves of his strong horses, 

At the rushing of his chariots, 

At the rumbling of his wheels, 

The fathers will not look back for their children, 

TLacking courage, 

4Because of the day that comes to plunder all the Philistines, 

To cut off from RTyre and Sidon every helper who remains;

For the LORD shall plunder the Philistines, 

RThe remnant of the country of RCaphtor.

5RBaldness has come upon Gaza, 

RAshkelon is cut off

With the remnant of their valley.

How long will you cut yourself?

6“O you Rsword of the LORD, 

How long until you are quiet?

Put yourself up into your scabbard, 

Rest and be still!

7How can Tit be quiet, 

Seeing the LORD has Rgiven it a charge

Against Ashkelon and against the seashore?

There He has Rappointed it.”




CHAPTER 48

Prophecies Against Moab

1Against RMoab. Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel:

“Woe to RNebo!

For it is plundered, 

RKirjathaim is shamed and taken;

The high stronghold* is shamed and dismayed—

2RNo more praise of Moab.

In RHeshbon they have devised evil against her:

‘Come, and let us cut her off as a nation.’

You also shall be cut down, O RMadmen!*

The sword shall pursue you;

3A voice of crying shall be from RHoronaim:

‘Plundering and great destruction!’

4“Moab is destroyed;

Her little ones have caused a cry to be heard;*

5RFor in the Ascent of Luhith they ascend with continual weeping;

For in the descent of Horonaim the enemies have heard a cry of destruction.

6“Flee, save your lives!

And be like the Rjuniper* in the wilderness.

7For because you have trusted in your works and your Rtreasures, 

You also shall be taken.

And RChemosh shall go forth into captivity, 

His priests and his princes together.

8And Rthe plunderer shall come against every city;

No one shall escape.

The valley also shall perish, 

And the plain shall be destroyed, 

As the LORD has spoken.

9“GiveR wings to Moab, 

That she may flee and get away;

For her cities shall be desolate, 

Without any to dwell in them.

10RCursed is he who does the work of the LORD deceitfully, 

And cursed is he who keeps back his sword from blood.

11“Moab has been at ease from his* youth;

He Rhas settled on his dregs, 

And has not been emptied from vessel to vessel, 

Nor has he gone into captivity.

Therefore his taste remained in him, 

And his scent has not changed.

12“Therefore behold, the days are coming, ” says the LORD, 

“That I shall send him wine-workers

Who will tip him over

And empty his vessels

And break the bottles.

13Moab shall be ashamed of Chemosh, 

As the house of Israel Rwas ashamed of Bethel, their confidence.

14“How can you say, R‘We are mighty

And strong men for the war’?

15Moab is plundered and gone up from her cities;

Her chosen young men have gone down to the slaughter, ” says the King, 

Whose name is the LORD of hosts.

16“The calamity of Moab is near at hand, 

And his affliction comes quickly.

17Bemoan him, all you who are around him;

And all you who know his name, 

Say, R‘How the strong staff is broken, 

The beautiful rod!’

18“O Rdaughter inhabiting RDibon, 

Come down from your glory, 

And sit in thirst;

For the plunderer of Moab has come against you, 

He has destroyed your strongholds.

19O inhabitant of RAroer, 

RStand by the way and watch;

Ask him who flees

And her who escapes;

Say, ‘What has happened?’

20Moab is shamed, for he is broken down.

RWail and cry!

Tell it in RArnon, that Moab is plundered.

21“And judgment has come on the plain country:

On Holon and Jahzah and Mephaath, 

22On Dibon and Nebo and Beth Diblathaim, 

23On Kirjathaim and Beth Gamul and Beth Meon, 

24On RKerioth and Bozrah, 

On all the cities of the land of Moab, 

Far or near.

25RThe horn of Moab is cut off, 

And his arm is broken, ” says the LORD.

26“MakeR him drunk, 

Because he exalted himself against the LORD.

Moab shall wallow in his vomit, 

And he shall also be in derision.

27For was not Israel a derision to you?

RWas he found among thieves?

For whenever you speak of him, 

You shake your head in scorn.

28You who dwell in Moab, 

Leave the cities and Rdwell in the rock, 

And be like Rthe dove which makes her nest

In the sides of the cave’s mouth.

29“We have heard the Rpride of Moab

(He is exceedingly proud), 

Of his loftiness and arrogance and Rpride, 

And of the haughtiness of his heart.”

30“I know his wrath, ” says the LORD, 

“But it is not right;

His lies have made nothing right.

31Therefore RI will wail for Moab, 

And I will cry out for all Moab;

I* will mourn for the men of Kir Heres.

32RO vine of Sibmah! I will weep for you with the weeping of Jazer.

Your plants have gone over the sea, 

They reach to the sea of Jazer.

The plunderer has fallen on your summer fruit and your vintage.

33RJoy and gladness are taken

From the plentiful field

And from the land of Moab;

I have caused wine to Tfail from the winepresses;

No one will tread with joyous shouting—

Not joyous shouting!

34“FromR the cry of Heshbon to RElealeh and to Jahaz

They have uttered their voice, 

RFrom Zoar to Horonaim, 

Like a three-year-old heifer;*

For the waters of Nimrim also shall be desolate.

35“Moreover, ” says the LORD, 

“I will cause to cease in Moab

RThe one who offers sacrifices in the high places

And burns incense to his gods.

36Therefore RMy heart shall wail like flutes for Moab, 

And like flutes My heart shall wail

For the men of Kir Heres.

Therefore Rthe riches they have acquired have perished.

37“For Revery head shall be bald, and every beard clipped;

On all the hands shall be cuts, and Ron the loins sackcloth—

38A general lamentation

On all the Rhousetops of Moab, 

And in its streets;

For I have broken Moab like a vessel in which is no pleasure, ” says the LORD.

39“They shall wail:

‘How she is broken down!

How Moab has turned her back with shame!’

So Moab shall be a derision

And a dismay to all those about her.”

40For thus says the LORD:

“Behold, one shall fly like an eagle, 

And spread his wings over Moab.

41Kerioth is taken, 

And the strongholds are surprised;

RThe mighty men’s hearts in Moab on that day shall be

Like the heart of a woman in birth pangs.

42And Moab shall be destroyed Ras a people, 

Because he exalted himself against the LORD.

43RFear and the pit and the snare shall be upon you, 

O inhabitant of Moab, ” says the LORD.

44“He who flees from the fear shall fall into the pit, 

And he who gets out of the pit shall be caught in the Rsnare.

For upon Moab, upon it RI will bring

The year of their punishment, ” says the LORD.

45“Those who fled stood under the shadow of Heshbon

Because of exhaustion.

But a fire shall come out of Heshbon, 

A flame from the midst of RSihon, 

And Rshall devour the brow of Moab, 

The crown of the head of the sons of tumult.

46RWoe to you, O Moab!

The people of Chemosh perish;

For your sons have been taken captive, 

And your daughters captive.

47“Yet I will bring back the captives of Moab

In the latter days, ” says the LORD.

Thus far is the judgment of Moab.




CHAPTER 49

Prophecies Against Ammon

1Against the RAmmonites. Thus says the LORD:

“Has Israel no sons?

Has he no heir?

Why then does Milcom* inherit Gad, 

And his people dwell in its cities?

2RTherefore behold, the days are coming, ” says the LORD, 

“That I will cause to be heard an alarm of war

In RRabbah of the Ammonites;

It shall be a desolate mound, 

And her Tvillages shall be burned with fire.

Then Israel shall take possession of his inheritance, ” says the LORD.

3“Wail, O Heshbon, for Ai is plundered!

Cry, you daughters of Rabbah, 

Gird yourselves with sackcloth!

Lament and run to and fro by the walls;

For Milcom shall go into captivity

With his Rpriests and his princes together.

4Why Rdo you boast in the valleys, 

Your flowing valley, O Rbacksliding daughter?

Who trusted in her Rtreasures, saying, 

‘Who will come against me?’

5Behold, I will bring fear upon you, ”

Says the Lord GOD of hosts, 

“From all those who are around you;

You shall be driven out, everyone headlong, 

And no one will gather those who wander off.

6But Rafterward I will bring back

The captives of the people of Ammon, ” says the LORD.

Prophecies Against Edom

7RAgainst Edom.

Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“Is wisdom no more in Teman?

Has counsel perished from the prudent?

Has their wisdom Rvanished?

8Flee, turn back, dwell in the depths, O inhabitants of RDedan!

For I will bring the calamity of Esau upon him, 

The time that I will punish him.

9If grape-gatherers came to you, 

Would they not leave some gleaning grapes?

If thieves by night, 

Would they not destroy until they have enough?

10RBut I have made Esau bare;

I have uncovered his secret places, *

And he shall not be able to hide himself.

His descendants are plundered, 

His brethren and his neighbors, 

And Rhe is no more.

11Leave your fatherless children, 

I will preserve them alive;

And let your widows trust in Me.”

12For thus says the LORD: “Behold, Rthose whose judgment was not to drink of the cup have assuredly drunk. And are you the one who will altogether go unpunished? You shall not go unpunished, but you shall surely drink of it.

13“For I have sworn by Myself, ” says the LORD, “that Bozrah shall become a desolation, a reproach, a waste, and a curse. And all its cities shall be perpetual wastes.”

14RI have heard a message from the LORD, 

And an ambassador has been sent to the nations:

“Gather together, come against her, 

And rise up to battle!

15“For indeed, I will make you small among nations, 

Despised among men.

16Your fierceness has deceived you, 

The Rpride of your heart, 

O you who dwell in the clefts of the rock, 

Who hold the height of the hill!

Though you make your Rnest as high as the eagle, 

RI will bring you down from there, ” says the LORD.*

17“Edom also shall be an astonishment;

REveryone who goes by it will be astonished

And will hiss at all its plagues.

18RAs in the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah

And their neighbors, ” says the LORD, 

“No one shall remain there, 

Nor shall a son of man dwell in it.

19“Behold, R he shall come up like a lion from Rthe floodplain* of the Jordan

Against the dwelling place of the strong;

But I will suddenly make him run away from her.

And who is a chosen man that I may appoint over her?

For Rwho is like Me?

Who will arraign Me?

And Rwho is that shepherd

Who will withstand Me?”

20RTherefore hear the counsel of the LORD that He has taken against Edom, 

And His purposes that He has proposed against the inhabitants of Teman:

Surely the least of the flock shall Tdraw them out;

Surely He shall make their dwelling places desolate with them.

21RThe earth shakes at the noise of their fall;

At the cry its noise is heard at the Red Sea.

22Behold, RHe shall come up and fly like the eagle, 

And spread His wings over Bozrah;

The heart of the mighty men of Edom in that day shall be

Like the heart of a woman in birth pangs.

Prophecies Against Damascus

23RAgainst Damascus.

R“Hamath and Arpad are shamed, 

For they have heard bad news.

They are fainthearted;

RThere is Ttrouble on the sea;

It cannot be quiet.

24Damascus has grown feeble;

She turns to flee, 

And fear has seized her.

RAnguish and sorrows have taken her like a woman in labor.

25Why is Rthe city of praise not deserted, the city of My joy?

26RTherefore her young men shall fall in her streets, 

And all the men of war shall be cut off in that day, ” says the LORD of hosts.

27“I will kindle a fire in the wall of Damascus, 

And it shall consume the palaces of Ben-Hadad.”*

Prophecies Against Kedar and Hazor

28RAgainst Kedar and against the kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon shall strike.

Thus says the LORD:

“Arise, go up to Kedar, 

And devastate the men of the East!

29Their Rtents and their flocks they shall take away.

They shall take for themselves their curtains, 

All their vessels and their camels;

And they shall cry out to them, 

R‘Fear is on every side!’

30“Flee, get far away! Dwell in the depths, 

O inhabitants of Hazor!” says the LORD.

“For Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon has taken counsel against you, 

And has conceived a plan against you.

31“Arise, go up to Rthe wealthy nation that dwells securely, ” says the LORD, 

“Which has neither gates nor bars, 

RDwelling alone.

32Their camels shall be for booty, 

And the multitude of their cattle for plunder.

I will Rscatter to all winds those in the farthest corners, 

And I will bring their calamity from all its sides, ” says the LORD.

33“Hazor Rshall be a dwelling for jackals, a desolation forever;

No one shall reside there, 

Nor son of man dwell in it.”

Prophecies Against Elam

34The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah the prophet against RElam, in the Rbeginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, saying, 

35“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

‘Behold, I will break Rthe bow of Elam, 

The foremost of their might.

36Against Elam I will bring the four winds

From the four quarters of heaven, 

And scatter them toward all those winds;

There shall be no nations where the outcasts of Elam will not go.

37For I will cause Elam to be dismayed before their enemies

And before those who seek their life.

I will bring disaster upon them, 

My fierce anger, ’ says the LORD;

‘And I will send the sword after them

Until I have consumed them.

38I will set My throne in Elam, 

And will destroy from there the king and the princes, ’ says the LORD.

39‘But it shall come to pass Rin the latter days:

I will bring back the captives of Elam, ’ says the LORD.”




CHAPTER 50

Babylon’s Defeat

1The word that the LORD spoke against Babylon and against the land of the Chaldeans by Jeremiah the prophet.

2“Declare among the nations, 

Proclaim, and Tset up a standard;

Proclaim—do not conceal it—

Say, ‘Babylon is Rtaken, Bel is shamed.

Merodach* is broken in pieces;

RHer idols are humiliated, 

Her images are broken in pieces.’

3RFor out of the north Ra nation comes up against her, 

Which shall make her land desolate, 

And no one shall dwell therein.

They shall Tmove, they shall depart, 

Both man and beast.

4“In those days and in that time, ” says the LORD, 

“The children of Israel shall come, 

RThey and the children of Judah together;

With continual weeping they shall come, 

RAnd seek the LORD their God.

5They shall ask the way to Zion, 

With their faces toward it, saying, 

‘Come and let us join ourselves to the LORD

In Ra perpetual covenant

That will not be forgotten.’

6“My people have been Rlost sheep.

Their shepherds have led them astray;

They have turned them away on Rthe mountains.

They have gone from mountain to hill;

They have forgotten their resting place.

7All who found them have Rdevoured them;

And Rtheir adversaries said, R‘We have not offended, 

Because they have sinned against the LORD, the habitation of justice, 

The LORD, the hope of their fathers.’

8“Move from the midst of Babylon, 

Go out of the land of the Chaldeans;

And be like the rams before the flocks.

9RFor behold, I will raise and cause to come up against Babylon

An assembly of great nations from the north country, 

And they shall array themselves against her;

From there she shall be captured.

Their arrows shall be like those of an expert warrior;*

RNone shall return in vain.

10And Chaldea shall become plunder;

RAll who plunder her shall be satisfied, ” says the LORD.

11“BecauseR you were glad, because you rejoiced, 

You destroyers of My heritage, 

Because you have grown fat Rlike a heifer threshing grain, 

And you bellow like bulls, 

12Your mother shall be deeply ashamed;

She who bore you shall be ashamed.

Behold, the least of the nations shall be a Rwilderness, 

A dry land and a desert.

13Because of the wrath of the LORD

She shall not be inhabited, 

RBut she shall be wholly desolate.

REveryone who goes by Babylon shall be horrified

And hiss at all her plagues.

14“PutR yourselves in array against Babylon all around, 

All you who bend the bow;

Shoot at her, spare no arrows, 

For she has sinned against the LORD.

15Shout against her all around;

She has Rgiven her hand, 

Her foundations have fallen, 

RHer walls are thrown down;

For Rit is the vengeance of the LORD.

Take vengeance on her.

As she has done, so do to her.

16Cut off the sower from Babylon, 

And him who handles the sickle at harvest time.

For fear of the oppressing sword

Everyone shall turn to his own people, 

And everyone shall flee to his own land.

17“Israel is like scattered sheep;

The lions have driven him away.

First the king of Assyria devoured him;

Now at last this Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon has broken his bones.”

18Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel:

“Behold, I will punish the king of Babylon and his land, 

As I have punished the king of Assyria.

19RBut I will bring back Israel to his home, 

And he shall feed on Carmel and Bashan;

His soul shall be satisfied on Mount Ephraim and Gilead.

20In those days and in that time, ” says the LORD, 

R“The iniquity of Israel shall be sought, but there shall be none;

And the sins of Judah, but they shall not be found;

For I will pardon those Rwhom I preserve.

Babylon’s Desolation

21“Go up against the land of Merathaim, against it, 

And against the inhabitants of RPekod.

Waste and utterly destroy them, ” says the LORD, 

“And do Raccording to all that I have commanded you.

22RA sound of battle is in the land, 

And of great destruction.

23How Rthe hammer of the whole earth has been cut apart and broken!

How Babylon has become a desolation among the nations!

24I have laid a snare for you;

You have indeed been Rtrapped, O Babylon, 

And you were not aware;

You have been found and also caught, 

Because you have Rcontended against the LORD.

25The LORD has opened His armory, 

And has brought out Rthe weapons of His indignation;

For this is the work of the Lord GOD of hosts

In the land of the Chaldeans.

26Come against her from the farthest border;

Open her storehouses;

Cast her up as heaps of ruins, 

And destroy her utterly;

Let nothing of her be left.

27Slay all her Rbulls, 

Let them go down to the slaughter.

Woe to them!

For their day has come, the time of Rtheir punishment.

28The voice of those who flee and escape from the land of Babylon

RDeclares in Zion the vengeance of the LORD our God, 

The vengeance of His temple.

29“Call together the archers against Babylon.

All you who bend the bow, encamp against it all around;

Let none of them escape.*

RRepay her according to her work;

According to all she has done, do to her;

RFor she has been proud against the LORD, 

Against the Holy One of Israel.

30RTherefore her young men shall fall in the streets, 

And all her men of war shall be cut off in that day, ” says the LORD.

31“Behold, I am against you, 

O most haughty one!” says the Lord GOD of hosts;

“For your day has come, 

The time that I will punish you.*

32The most Rproud shall stumble and fall, 

And no one will raise him up;

I will kindle a fire in his cities, 

And it will devour all around him.”

33Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“The children of Israel were oppressed, 

Along with the children of Judah;

All who took them captive have held them fast;

They have refused to let them go.

34RTheir Redeemer is strong;

RThe LORD of hosts is His name.

He will thoroughly plead their case, 

That He may give rest to the land, 

And disquiet the inhabitants of Babylon.

35“A sword is against the Chaldeans, ” says the LORD, 

“Against the inhabitants of Babylon, 

And Ragainst her princes and Rher wise men.

36A sword is Ragainst the soothsayers, and they will be fools.

A sword is against her mighty men, and they will be dismayed.

37A sword is against their horses, 

Against their chariots, 

And against all Rthe mixed peoples who are in her midst;

And Rthey will become like women.

A sword is against her treasures, and they will be robbed.

38RA drought* is against her waters, and they will be dried up.

For it is the land of carved images, 

And they are insane with their idols.

39“ThereforeR the wild desert beasts shall dwell there with the jackals, 

And the ostriches shall dwell in it.

RIt shall be inhabited no more forever, 

Nor shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation.

40RAs God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah

And their neighbors, ” says the LORD, 

“So no one shall reside there, 

Nor son of man Rdwell in it.

41“Behold, R a people shall come from the north, 

And a great nation and many kings

Shall be raised up from the ends of the earth.

42RThey shall hold the bow and the lance;

RThey are cruel and shall not show mercy.

RTheir voice shall roar like the sea;

They shall ride on horses, 

Set in array, like a man for the battle, 

Against you, O daughter of Babylon.

43“The king of Babylon has Rheard the report about them, 

And his hands grow feeble;

Anguish has taken hold of him, 

Pangs as of a woman in childbirth.

44“Behold, R he shall come up like a lion from the floodplain* of the Jordan

Against the dwelling place of the strong;

But I will make them suddenly run away from her.

And who is a chosen man that I may appoint over her?

For who is like Me?

Who will arraign Me?

And Rwho is that shepherd

Who will withstand Me?”

45Therefore hear Rthe counsel of the LORD that He has taken against Babylon, 

And His Rpurposes that He has proposed against the land of the Chaldeans:

RSurely the least of the flock shall draw them out;

Surely He will make their dwelling place desolate with them.

46RAt the noise of the taking of Babylon

The earth trembles, 

And the cry is heard among the nations.




CHAPTER 51

Babylon’s Destiny

1Thus says the LORD:

“Behold, I will raise up against RBabylon, 

Against those who dwell in Leb Kamai, *

RA destroying wind.

2And I will send Rwinnowers to Babylon, 

Who shall winnow her and empty her land.

RFor in the day of doom

They shall be against her all around.

3Against her Rlet the archer bend his bow, 

And lift himself up against her in his armor.

Do not spare her young men;

RUtterly destroy all her army.

4Thus the slain shall fall in the land of the Chaldeans, 

And those thrust through in her streets.

5For Israel is not forsaken, nor Judah, 

By his God, the LORD of hosts, 

Though their land was filled with sin against the Holy One of Israel.”

6RFlee from the midst of Babylon, 

And every one save his life!

Do not be cut off in her iniquity, 

For Rthis is the time of the LORD’s vengeance;

RHe shall recompense her.

7RBabylon was a golden cup in the LORD’s hand, 

That made all the earth drunk.

RThe nations drank her wine;

Therefore the nations are deranged.

8Babylon has suddenly Rfallen and been destroyed.

RWail for her!

RTake balm for her pain;

Perhaps she may be healed.

9We would have healed Babylon, 

But she is not healed.

Forsake her, and Rlet us go everyone to his own country;

RFor her judgment reaches to heaven and is lifted up to the skies.

10The LORD has Rrevealed our righteousness.

Come and let us Rdeclare in Zion the work of the LORD our God.

11RMake the arrows bright!

Gather the shields!

RThe LORD has raised up the spirit of the kings of the Medes.

RFor His plan is against Babylon to destroy it, 

Because it is Rthe vengeance of the LORD, 

The vengeance for His temple.

12RSet up the standard on the walls of Babylon;

Make the guard strong, 

Set up the watchmen, 

Prepare the ambushes.

For the LORD has both devised and done

What He spoke against the inhabitants of Babylon.

13RO you who dwell by many waters, 

Abundant in treasures, 

Your end has come, 

The measure of your covetousness.

14RThe LORD of hosts has sworn by Himself:

“Surely I will fill you with men, Ras with locusts, 

And they shall lift Rup a shout against you.”

15RHe has made the earth by His power;

He has established the world by His wisdom, 

And Rstretched out the heaven by His understanding.

16When He utters His voice—

There is a multitude of waters in the heavens:

“He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth;

He makes lightnings for the rain;

He brings the wind out of His treasuries.”*

17REveryone is dull-hearted, without knowledge;

Every metalsmith is put to shame by the carved image;

For his molded image is falsehood, 

And there is no breath in them.

18They are futile, a work of errors;

In the time of their punishment they shall perish.

19The Portion of Jacob is not like them, 

For He is the Maker of all things;

And Israel is the tribe of His inheritance.

The LORD of hosts is His name.

20“YouR are My battle-ax and weapons of war:

For with you I will break the nation in pieces;

With you I will destroy kingdoms;

21With you I will break in pieces the horse and its rider;

With you I will break in pieces the chariot and its rider;

22With you also I will break in pieces man and woman;

With you I will break in pieces Rold and young;

With you I will break in pieces the young man and the maiden;

23With you also I will break in pieces the shepherd and his flock;

With you I will break in pieces the farmer and his yoke of oxen;

And with you I will break in pieces governors and rulers.

24“AndR I will repay Babylon

And all the inhabitants of Chaldea

For all the evil they have done

In Zion in your sight, ” says the LORD.

25“Behold, I am against you, RO destroying mountain, 

Who destroys all the earth, ” says the LORD.

“And I will stretch out My hand against you, 

Roll you down from the rocks, 

And make you a burnt mountain.

26They shall not take from you a stone for a corner

Nor a stone for a foundation, 

RBut you shall be desolate forever, ” says the LORD.

27RSet up a banner in the land, 

Blow the trumpet among the nations!

Prepare the nations against her, 

Call Rthe kingdoms together against her:

Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz.

Appoint a general against her;

Cause the horses to come up like the bristling locusts.

28Prepare against her the nations, 

With the kings of the Medes, 

Its governors and all its rulers, 

All the land of his dominion.

29And the land will tremble and sorrow;

For every purpose of the LORD shall be performed against Babylon, 

To make the land of Babylon a desolation without inhabitant.

30The mighty men of Babylon have ceased fighting, 

They have remained in their strongholds;

Their might has failed, 

RThey became like women;

They have burned her dwelling places, 

The bars of her gate are broken.

31ROne runner will run to meet another

And one messenger to meet another, 

To show the king of Babylon that his city is taken on all sides;

32RThe passages are blocked, 

The reeds they have burned with fire, 

And the men of war are terrified.

33For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel:

“The daughter of Babylon is Rlike a threshing floor

When Rit is time to thresh her;

Yet a little while

And the time of her harvest will come.”

34“Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon

Has Rdevoured me, he has crushed me;

He has made me an Rempty vessel, 

He has swallowed me up like a monster;

He has filled his stomach with my delicacies, 

He has spit me out.

35Let the violence done to me and my flesh be upon Babylon, ”

The inhabitant of Zion will say;

“And my blood be upon the inhabitants of Chaldea!”

Jerusalem will say.

36Therefore thus says the LORD:

“Behold, RI will plead your case and take vengeance for you.

RI will dry up her sea and make her springs dry.

37RBabylon shall become a heap, 

A dwelling place for jackals, 

RAn astonishment and a hissing, 

Without an inhabitant.

38They shall roar together like lions, 

They shall growl like lions’ whelps.

39In their excitement I will prepare their feasts;

RI will make them drunk, 

That they may rejoice, 

And sleep a perpetual sleep

And not awake, ” says the LORD.

40“I will bring them down

Like lambs to the slaughter, 

Like rams with male goats.

41“Oh, how RSheshach* is taken!

Oh, how Rthe praise of the whole earth is seized!

How Babylon has become desolate among the nations!

42RThe sea has come up over Babylon;

She is covered with the multitude of its waves.

43Her cities are a desolation, 

A dry land and a wilderness, 

A land where Rno one dwells, 

Through which no son of man passes.

44I will punish RBel in Babylon, 

And I will bring out of his mouth what he has swallowed;

And the nations shall not stream to him anymore.

Yes, the wall of Babylon shall fall.

45“MyR people, go out of the midst of her!

And let everyone deliver himself from the fierce anger of the LORD. 

46And lest your heart faint, 

And you fear Rfor the rumor that will be heard in the land

(A rumor will come one year, 

And after that, in another year

A rumor will come, 

And violence in the land, 

Ruler against ruler), 

47Therefore behold, the days are coming

That I will bring judgment on the carved images of Babylon;

Her whole land shall be ashamed, 

And all her slain shall fall in her midst.

48Then Rthe heavens and the earth and all that is in them

Shall sing joyously over Babylon;

For the plunderers shall come to her from the north, ” says the LORD.

49As Babylon has caused the slain of Israel to fall, 

So at Babylon the slain of all the earth shall fall.

50RYou who have escaped the sword, 

Get away! Do not stand still!

Remember the LORD afar off, 

And let Jerusalem come to your mind.

51RWe are ashamed because we have heard reproach.

Shame has covered our faces, 

For strangers have come into the sanctuaries of the LORD’s house.

52“Therefore behold, the days are coming, ” says the LORD, 

“That I will bring judgment on her carved images, 

And throughout all her land the wounded shall groan.

53RThough Babylon were to Tmount up to heaven, 

And though she were to fortify the height of her strength, 

Yet from Me plunderers would come to her, ” says the LORD.

54RThe sound of a cry comes from Babylon, 

And great destruction from the land of the Chaldeans, 

55Because the LORD is plundering Babylon

And silencing her loud voice, 

Though her waves roar like great waters, 

And the noise of their voice is uttered, 

56Because the plunderer comes against her, against Babylon, 

And her mighty men are taken.

Every one of their bows is broken;

RFor the LORD is the God of recompense, 

He will surely repay.

57“And I will make drunk

Her princes and Rwise men, 

Her governors, her deputies, and her mighty men.

And they shall sleep a perpetual sleep

And not awake, ” says the King, 

Whose name is the LORD of hosts.

58Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“The broad walls of Babylon shall be utterly Rbroken, T

And her high gates shall be burned with fire;

RThe people will labor in vain, 

And the nations, because of the fire;

And they shall be weary.”

59The word which Jeremiah the prophet commanded Seraiah the son of RNeriah, the son of Mahseiah, when he went with Zedekiah the king of Judah to Babylon in the fourth year of his reign. And Seraiah was the quartermaster.

60So Jeremiah wrote in a book all the evil that would come upon Babylon, all these words that are written against Babylon.

61And Jeremiah said to Seraiah, “When you arrive in Babylon and see it, and read all these words, 

62“then you shall say, ‘O LORD, You have spoken against this place to cut it off, so that none shall remain in it, neither man nor beast, but it shall be desolate forever.’

63“Now it shall be, when you have finished reading this book, that you shall tie a stone to it and throw it out into the Euphrates.

64“Then you shall say, ‘Thus Babylon shall sink and not rise from the catastrophe that I will bring upon her. And they shall be weary.’ ” Thus far are the words of Jeremiah.




CHAPTER 52

The Capture of Jerusalem 2 Kin. 24:18–25:30; 2 Chr. 36:11–20; Jer. 39:1–8

1Zedekiah was Rtwenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of RLibnah.

2He also did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that Jehoiakim had done.

3For because of the anger of the LORD this happened in Jerusalem and Judah, till He finally cast them out from His presence. Then Zedekiah Rrebelled against the king of Babylon.

4Now it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army came against Jerusalem and encamped against it; and they built a siege wall against it all around.

5So the city was besieged until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah.

6By the fourth month, on the ninth day of the month, the famine had become so severe in the city that there was no food for the people of the land.

7Then the city wall was broken through, and all the men of war fled and went out of the city at night by way of the gate between the two walls, which was by the king’s garden, even though the Chaldeans were near the city all around. And they went by way of the plain.*

8But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king, and they overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho. All his army was scattered from him.

9RSo they took the king and brought him up to the king of Babylon at Riblah in the land of Hamath, and he pronounced judgment on him.

10Then the king of Babylon killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes. And he killed all the princes of Judah in Riblah.

11He also put out the eyes of Zedekiah; and the king of Babylon bound him in bronze fetters, took him to Babylon, and put him in prison till the day of his death.

The Destruction of Jerusalem

12RNow in the fifth month, on the tenth day of the month (Rwhich was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, who served the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem.

13He burned the house of the LORD and the king’s house; all the houses of Jerusalem, that is, all the houses of the great, he burned with fire.

14And all the army of the Chaldeans who were with the captain of the guard broke down all the walls of Jerusalem all around.

15RThen Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive some of the poor people, the rest of the people who remained in the city, the defectors who had deserted to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the craftsmen.

16But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left some of the poor of the land as vinedressers and farmers.

17The bronze pillars that were in the house of the LORD, and the carts and the bronze Sea that were in the house of the LORD, the Chaldeans broke in pieces, and carried all their bronze to Babylon.

18They also took away Rthe pots, the shovels, the trimmers, the Tbowls, the spoons, and all the bronze utensils with which the priests ministered.

19The basins, the firepans, the bowls, the pots, the lampstands, the spoons, and the cups, whatever was solid gold and whatever was solid silver, the captain of the guard took away.

20The two pillars, one Sea, the twelve bronze bulls which were under it, and the carts, which King Solomon had made for the house of the LORD—Rthe bronze of all these articles was beyond measure.

21Now concerning the Rpillars: the height of one pillar was eighteen cubits, a measuring line of twelve cubits could measure its circumference, and its thickness was Tfour fingers; it was hollow.

22A capital of bronze was on it; and the height of one capital was five cubits, with a network and pomegranates all around the capital, all of bronze. The second pillar, with pomegranates was the same.

23There were ninety-six pomegranates on the sides; all the pomegranates, all around on the network, were one hundred.

The Exile to Babylon

24The captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the second priest, and the three doorkeepers.

25He also took out of the city an officer who had charge of the men of war, seven men of the king’s close associates who were found in the city, the principal scribe of the army who mustered the people of the land, and sixty men of the people of the land who were found in the midst of the city.

26And Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took these and brought them to the king of Babylon at Riblah.

27Then the king of Babylon struck them and put them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. Thus Judah was carried away captive from its own land.

28RThese are the people whom Nebuchadnezzar carried away captive: Rin the seventh year, Rthree thousand and twenty-three Jews;

29in the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar he carried away captive from Jerusalem eight hundred and thirty-two persons;

30in the twenty-third year of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive of the Jews seven hundred and forty-five persons. All the persons were four thousand six hundred.

The Liberation of Jehoiachin

31RNow it came to pass in the thirty-seventh year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-fifth day of the month, that Evil-Merodach* king of Babylon, in the first year of his reign, Rlifted up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah and brought him out of prison.

32And he spoke kindly to him and gave him a more prominent seat than those of the kings who were with him in Babylon.

33So Jehoiachin changed from his prison garments, Rand he ate bread regularly before the king all the days of his life.

34And as for his provisions, there was a regular ration given him by the king of Babylon, a portion for each day until the day of his death, all the days of his life.




The Book of Lamentations
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THE BOOK OF LAMENTATIONS

Lamentations describes the funeral of a city. It is a tearstained portrait of the once proud Jerusalem, now reduced to rubble by the invading Babylonian hordes. In a five-poem dirge, Jeremiah exposes his emotions. A death has occurred; Jerusalem lies barren.

Jeremiah writes his lament in acrostic or alphabetical fashion. Beginning each chapter with the first letter A (aleph) he progresses verse by verse through the Hebrew alphabet, literally weeping from A to Z. And then, in the midst of this terrible holocaust, Jeremiah triumphantly cries out, “Great is Your faithfulness” (3:23). In the face of death and destruction, with life seemingly coming apart, Jeremiah turns tragedy into a triumph of faith. God has never failed him in the past. God has promised to remain faithful in the future. In the light of the God he knows and loves, Jeremiah finds hope and comfort.

The Hebrew title of this book comes from the first word of chapters 1, 2, and 4: Ekah, “Ah, how!” Another Hebrew word Ginoth (“Elegies” or “Lamentations”) has also been used as the title because it better represents the contents of the book. The Greek title Threnoi means “Dirges” or “Laments, ” and the Latin title Threni (“Tears” or “Lamentations”) was derived from this word. The subtitle in Jerome’s Vulgate reads: “Id est lamentationes Jeremiae prophetae, ” and this became the basis for the English title “The Lamentations of Jeremiah.”
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THE AUTHOR OF LAMENTATIONS

The author of Lamentations is unnamed in the book, but internal and external evidence consistently favors Jeremiah.

External Evidence: The universal consensus of early Jewish and Christian tradition attributes this book to Jeremiah. The superscription to Lamentations in the Septuagint says: “And it came to pass, after Israel had been carried away captive, and Jerusalem had become desolate, that Jeremiah sat weeping, and lamented with this lamentation over Jerusalem, saying.…” This is also the position of the Talmud, the Aramaic Targum of Jonathan, and early Christian writers, such as Origen and Jerome. In addition, 2 Chronicles 35:25 says that “Jeremiah also lamented for Josiah.” This was an earlier occasion, but Jeremiah was obviously familiar with the lament form.

Internal Evidence: The scenes in this graphic book were clearly portrayed by an eyewitness to Jerusalem’s siege and fall soon after the destruction took place (cf. 1:13–15; 2:6, 9; 4:1–12). Jeremiah witnessed the fall of Jerusalem and remained behind after the captives were deported (see Jer. 39). Although some critics claim that the style of Lamentations is different from the Book of Jeremiah, the similarities are, in fact, striking and numerous, especially in the poetic sections of Jeremiah. Compare these passages from Lamentations and Jeremiah: 1:2 (Jer. 30:14); 1:15 (Jer. 8:21); 1:16 and 2:11 (Jer. 9:1, 18); 2:22 (Jer. 6:25); 4:21 (Jer. 49:12). The same compassion, sympathy, and grief over Judah’s downfall are evident in both books.
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THE TIME OF LAMENTATIONS

The historical background of Lamentations can be found in “The Time of Jeremiah.” The book was written soon after Jerusalem’s destruction (Jer. 39; 52) at the beginning of the Exile. Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to Jerusalem from January 588 B.C. to July 586 B.C. It fell on July 19, and the city and temple were burned on August 15. Jeremiah probably wrote these five elegies before he was taken captive to Egypt by his disobedient countrymen not long after the destruction (Jer. 43:1–7).
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THE CHRIST OF LAMENTATIONS

The weeping prophet Jeremiah is a type of Christ, the Prophet who wept over the same city six centuries later. “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! See! Your house is left to you desolate” (Matt. 23:37, 38). Like Christ, Jeremiah identified himself personally with the plight of Jerusalem and with human suffering caused by sin.

Lamentations also includes elements that typify Christ’s life and ministry as the man of sorrows who was acquainted with grief. He was afflicted (1:12; 3:19), despised, and derided by His enemies (2:15, 16; 3:14, 30).
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KEYS TO LAMENTATIONS

Key Word: Lamentations—Three themes run through the five laments of Jeremiah. The most prominent is the theme of mourning over Jerusalem’s holocaust. The Holy City has been laid waste and desolate: God’s promised judgment for sin has come. In his sorrow, Jeremiah speaks for himself, for the captives, and sometimes for the personified city. The second theme is a confession of sin and an acknowledgment of God’s righteous and holy judgment upon Judah. The third theme is least prominent but very important: it is a note of hope in God’s future restoration of His people. Yahweh has poured out His wrath, but in His mercy He will be faithful to His covenant promises.

Key Verses: Lamentations 2:5, 6 and 3:22, 23—“The Lord was like an enemy. He has swallowed up Israel, He has swallowed up all her palaces; He has destroyed her strongholds, and has increased mourning and lamentation in the daughter of Judah. He has done violence to His tabernacle, as if it were a garden; He has destroyed His place of assembly; the LORD has caused the appointed feasts and Sabbaths to be forgotten in Zion. In His burning indignation He has spurned the king and the priest” (2:5, 6).

“Through the LORD’s mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness” (3:22, 23).

Key Chapter: Lamentations 3—In the midst of five chapters of ruin, destruction, and utter hopelessness, Jeremiah rises and grasps with strong faith the promises and character of God.

Lamentations 3:22–25 expresses a magnificent faith in the mercy of God—especially when placed against the dark backdrop of chapters 1, 2, 4, and 5.
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SURVEY OF LAMENTATIONS

For forty years Jeremiah suffers rejection and abuse for his warnings of coming judgment. When Nebuchadnezzar finally comes and destroys Jerusalem in 586 B.C., a lesser man might say, “I told you so!” But Jeremiah compassionately identifies with the tragic overthrow of Jerusalem and composes five beautiful and emotional lament poems as a requiem for the once proud city. These dirges reflect the tender heart of the man who was divinely commissioned to communicate a harsh message to a sinful and stiff-necked people. The city, the temple, the palace, and the walls have been reduced to rubble and its inhabitants have been deported to distant Babylon. Jeremiah’s five mournful poems can be entitled: the destruction of Jerusalem (1), the anger of Yahweh (2), the prayer for mercy (3), the siege of Jerusalem (4), and the prayer for restoration (5).

The Destruction of Jerusalem (1): This poem consists of a lamentation by Jeremiah (1:1–11) and a lamentation by the personified Jerusalem (1:12–22). The city has been left desolate because of its grievous sins, and her enemies “mocked at her downfall” (1:7). Jerusalem pleads with God to regard her misery and repay her adversaries.

The Anger of Yahweh (2): In his second elegy, Jeremiah moves from Jerusalem’s desolation to a description of her destruction. Babylon has destroyed the city, but only as the Lord’s instrument of judgment. Jeremiah presents an eyewitness account of the thoroughness and severity of Jerusalem’s devastation. Through the Babylonians, God has terminated all religious observances, removed the priests, prophets, and kings, and razed the temple and palaces. Jeremiah grieves over the suffering the people brought on themselves through rebellion against God, and Jerusalem’s supplications complete the lament.

The Prayer for Mercy (3): In the first eighteen verses, Jeremiah enters into the miseries and despair of his people and makes them his own. However, there is an abrupt turn in verses 19–39 as the prophet reflects on the faithfulness and loyal love of the compassionate God of Israel. These truths enable him to find comfort and hope in spite of his dismal circumstances. Jeremiah expresses his deep sorrow and petitions God for deliverance and for God to avenge Jerusalem’s misery.

The Siege of Jerusalem (4): The prophet rehearses the siege of Jerusalem and remembers the suffering and starvation of rich and poor. He also reviews the causes of the siege, especially the sins of the prophets and priests and their foolish trust in human aid. This poem closes with a warning to Edom of future punishment and a glimmer of hope for Jerusalem.

Prayer for Restoration (5): Jeremiah’s last elegy is a melancholy description of his people’s lamentable state. Their punishment is complete, and Jeremiah prayerfully desires the restoration of his nation.
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OUTLINE OF LAMENTATIONS
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CHAPTER 1

The Desolation of Jerusalem

1 How lonely sits the city That was full of people!

RHow like a widow is she, 

Who was great among the nations!

The Rprincess among the provinces

Has become a slave!

2She Rweeps bitterly in the Rnight, 

Her tears are on her cheeks;

Among all her lovers

She has none to comfort her.

All her friends have dealt treacherously with her;

They have become her enemies.

3RJudah has gone into captivity, 

Under affliction and hard servitude;

RShe dwells among the nations, 

She finds no Rrest;

All her persecutors overtake her in dire straits.

4The roads to Zion mourn

Because no one comes to the set feasts.

All her gates are Rdesolate;

Her priests sigh, 

Her virgins are afflicted, 

And she is in bitterness.

5Her adversaries Rhave become Tthe master, 

Her enemies prosper;

For the LORD has afflicted her

RBecause of the multitude of her transgressions.

Her Rchildren have gone into captivity before the enemy.

6And from the daughter of Zion

All her splendor has departed.

Her princes have become like deer

That find no pasture, 

That Tflee without strength

Before the pursuer.

7In the days of her affliction and roaming, 

Jerusalem Rremembers all her pleasant things

That she had in the days of old.

When her people fell into the hand of the enemy, 

With no one to help her, 

The adversaries saw her

And mocked at her downfall.*

The Cause of Jerusalem’s Desolation

8Jerusalem has sinned gravely, 

Therefore she has become vile.*

All who honored her despise her

Because they have seen her nakedness;

Yes, she sighs and turns away.

9Her uncleanness is in her skirts;

She Rdid not consider her destiny;

Therefore her collapse was awesome;

She had no comforter.

“O LORD, behold my affliction, 

For the enemy is exalted!”

10The adversary has spread his hand

Over all her Tpleasant things;

For she has seen Rthe nations enter her sanctuary, 

Those whom You commanded

RNot to enter Your assembly.

11All her people sigh, 

RThey Tseek bread;

They have given their Tvaluables for food to restore life.

“See, O LORD, and consider, 

For I am scorned.”

The Contrition of Jerusalem

12“Is it nothing to you, all you who Tpass by?

Behold and see

RIf there is any sorrow like my sorrow, 

Which has been brought on me, 

Which the LORD has inflicted

In the day of His fierce anger.

13“From above He has sent fire into my bones, 

And it overpowered them;

He has Rspread a net for my feet

And turned me back;

He has made me desolate

And faint all the day.

14“TheR yoke of my transgressions was bound;*

They were woven together by His hands, 

And thrust upon my neck.

He made my strength fail;

The Lord delivered me into the hands of those whom I am not able to withstand.

15“The Lord has trampled underfoot all my mighty men in my midst;

He has called an assembly against me

To crush my young men;

The Lord trampled as in a winepress

The virgin daughter of Judah.

16“For these things I weep;

My eye, Rmy eye overflows with water;

Because the comforter, who should restore my life, 

Is far from me.

My children are desolate

Because the enemy prevailed.”

17RZion Tspreads out her hands, 

But no one comforts her;

The LORD has commanded concerning Jacob

That those Raround him become his adversaries;

Jerusalem has become an unclean thing among them.

18“The LORD is Rrighteous, 

For I Rrebelled against His Tcommandment.

Hear now, all peoples, 

And behold my sorrow;

My virgins and my young men

Have gone into captivity.

19“I called for my lovers, 

But they deceived me;

My priests and my elders

Breathed their last in the city, 

While they sought food

To restore their life.

The Confession of Jerusalem

20“See, O LORD, that I am in distress;

My Rsoul is troubled;

My heart is overturned within me, 

For I have been very rebellious.

ROutside the sword bereaves, 

At home it is like death.

21“They have heard that I sigh, 

But no one comforts me.

All my enemies have heard of my trouble;

They are glad that You have done it.

Bring on the day You have announced, 

That they may become like me.

22“LetR all their wickedness come before You, 

And do to them as You have done to me

For all my transgressions;

For my sighs are many, 

And my heart is faint.”




CHAPTER 2

The Anger of God

1How the Lord has covered the daughter of Zion

With a Rcloud in His anger!

He cast down from heaven to the earth

RThe beauty of Israel, 

And did not remember RHis footstool

In the day of His anger.

2The Lord has swallowed up and has Rnot pitied

All the dwelling places of Jacob.

He has thrown down in His wrath

The strongholds of the daughter of Judah;

He has brought them down to the ground;

RHe has profaned the kingdom and its princes.

3He has cut off in fierce anger

Every Thorn of Israel;

RHe has drawn back His right hand

From before the enemy.

RHe has blazed against Jacob like a flaming fire

Devouring all around.

4RStanding like an enemy, He has bent His bow;

With His right hand, like an adversary, 

He has slain Rall who were pleasing to His eye;

On the tent of the daughter of Zion, 

He has poured out His fury like fire.

5RThe Lord was like an enemy.

He has swallowed up Israel, 

He has swallowed up all her palaces;

RHe has destroyed her strongholds, 

And has increased mourning and lamentation

In the daughter of Judah.

6He has done violence Rto His Ttabernacle, 

RAs if it were a garden;

He has destroyed His place of assembly;

The LORD has caused

The appointed feasts and Sabbaths to be forgotten in Zion.

In His burning indignation He has spurned the king and the priest.

7The Lord has spurned His altar, 

He has Rabandoned His sanctuary;

He has Tgiven up the walls of her palaces

Into the hand of the enemy.

RThey have made a noise in the house of the LORD

As on the day of a set feast.

8The LORD has purposed to destroy

The Rwall of the daughter of Zion.

RHe has stretched out a line;

He has not withdrawn His hand from destroying;

Therefore He has caused the rampart and wall to lament;

They languished together.

9Her gates have sunk into the ground;

He has destroyed and Rbroken her bars.

RHer king and her princes are among the Tnations;

RThe Law is no more, 

And her Rprophets find no Tvision from the LORD.

The Agony of Jerusalem

10The elders of the daughter of Zion

Sit on the ground and keep silence;

They throw dust on their heads

And Rgird themselves with sackcloth.

The virgins of Jerusalem

Bow their heads to the ground.

11RMy eyes fail with tears, 

My Theart is troubled;

RMy bile is poured on the ground

Because of the destruction of the daughter of my people, 

Because Rthe children and the infants

Faint in the streets of the city.

12They say to their mothers, 

“Where is grain and wine?”

As they swoon like the wounded

In the streets of the city, 

As their life is poured out

In their mothers’ bosom.

13How shall I Rconsole you?

To what shall I liken you, 

O daughter of Jerusalem?

What shall I compare with you, that I may comfort you, 

O virgin daughter of Zion?

For your ruin is spread wide as the sea;

Who can heal you?

14Your prophets have seen for you

False and deceptive visions;

They have not Runcovered your iniquity, 

To bring back your captives, 

But have envisioned for you false prophecies and delusions.

15All who Tpass by Rclap their hands at you;

They hiss Rand shake their heads

At the daughter of Jerusalem:

“Is this the city that is called

R‘The perfection of beauty, 

The joy of the whole earth’?”

16RAll your enemies have opened their mouth against you;

They hiss and gnash their teeth.

They say, R“We have swallowed her up!

Surely this is the Rday we have waited for;

We have found it, we have seen it!”

17The LORD has done what He Rpurposed;

He has fulfilled His word

Which He commanded in days of old.

He has thrown down and has not pitied, 

And He has caused an enemy to Rrejoice over you;

He has exalted the Thorn of your adversaries.

The Appeal of Jerusalem

18Their heart cried out to the Lord, 

“O wall of the daughter of Zion, 

RLet tears run down like a river day and night;

Give yourself no relief;

Give your eyes no rest.

19“Arise, Rcry out in the night, 

At the beginning of the watches;

RPour out your heart like water before the face of the Lord.

Lift your hands toward Him

For the life of your young children, 

Who faint from hunger Rat the head of every street.”

20“See, O LORD, and consider!

To whom have You done this?

RShould the women eat their offspring, 

The children they have cuddled?*

Should the priest and prophet be slain

In the sanctuary of the Lord?

21“YoungR and old lie

On the ground in the streets;

My virgins and my young men

Have fallen by the Rsword;

You have slain them in the day of Your anger, 

You have slaughtered and not pitied.

22“You have invited as to a feast day

RThe terrors that surround me.

In the day of the LORD’s anger

There was no refugee or survivor.

RThose whom I have borne and brought up

My enemies have Rdestroyed.”




CHAPTER 3

Jeremiah’s Cry of Despair

1I AM the man who has seen affliction by the rod of His wrath.

2He has led me and made me walk

In darkness and not in light.

3Surely He has turned His hand against me

Time and time again throughout the day.

4He has aged Rmy flesh and my skin, 

And Rbroken my bones. 

5He has besieged me

And surrounded me with bitterness and Twoe.

6RHe has set me in dark places

Like the dead of long ago.

7RHe has hedged me in so that I cannot get out;

He has made my chain heavy.

8Even Rwhen I cry and shout, 

He shuts out my prayer.

9He has blocked my ways with hewn stone;

He has made my paths crooked.

10RHe has been to me a bear lying in wait, 

Like a lion in ambush.

11He has turned aside my ways and Rtorn me in pieces;

He has made me desolate.

12He has bent His bow

And Rset me up as a target for the arrow.

13He has caused Rthe Tarrows of His quiver

To pierce my loins.*

14I have become the Rridicule of all my people—

RTheir taunting song all the day.

15He has filled me with bitterness, 

He has made me drink wormwood.

16He has also broken my teeth Rwith gravel, 

And covered me with ashes.

17You have moved my soul far from peace;

I have forgotten Tprosperity.

18RAnd I said, “My strength and my hope

Have perished from the LORD.”

Jeremiah’s Confession of Faith

19Remember my affliction and roaming, 

RThe wormwood and the gall.

20My soul still remembers

And Tsinks within me.

21This I recall to my mind, 

Therefore I have Rhope.

22RThrough the LORD’s mercies we are not consumed, 

Because His compassions fail not.

23They are new Revery morning;

Great is Your faithfulness.

24“The LORD is my portion, ” says my soul, 

“Therefore I Rhope in Him!”

25The LORD is good to those who Rwait for Him, 

To the soul who seeks Him.

26It is good that one should Rhope Rand wait quietly

For the salvation of the LORD.

27RIt is good for a man to bear

The yoke in his youth.

28Let him sit alone and keep silent, 

Because God has laid it on him;

29RLet him put his mouth in the dust—

There may yet be hope.

30RLet him give his cheek to the one who strikes him, 

And be full of reproach.

31For the Lord will not cast off forever.

32Though He causes grief, 

Yet He will show compassion

According to the multitude of His mercies.

33For He does not afflict willingly, 

Nor grieve the children of men.

34To crush under one’s feet

All the prisoners of the earth, 

35To turn aside the justice due a man

Before the face of the Most High, 

36Or subvert a man in his cause—

RThe Lord does not approve.

37Who is he Rwho speaks and it comes to pass, 

When the Lord has not commanded it?

38Is it not from the mouth of the Most High

That woe and well-being proceed?

39Why should a living man complain, 

A man for the punishment of his sins?

Jeremiah’s Condition of Need

40Let us search out and examine our ways, 

And turn back to the LORD;

41RLet us lift our hearts and hands

To God in heaven.

42RWe have transgressed and rebelled;

You have not pardoned.

43You have covered Yourself with anger

And pursued us;

You have slain and not pitied.

44You have covered Yourself with a cloud, 

That prayer should not pass through.

45You have made us an Roffscouring and refuse

In the midst of the peoples.

46RAll our enemies

Have opened their mouths against us.

47Fear and a snare have come upon us, 

RDesolation and destruction.

48RMy eyes overflow with rivers of water

For the destruction of the daughter of my people.

49RMy eyes flow and do not cease, 

Without interruption, 

50Till the LORD from heaven

RLooks down and sees.

51My eyes bring suffering to my soul

Because of all the daughters of my city.

52My enemies Rwithout cause

Hunted me down like a bird.

53They silenced* my life in the pit

And Rthrew stones at me.

54RThe waters flowed over my head;

RI said, “I am cut off!”

Jeremiah’s Confidence in God

55RI called on Your name, O LORD, 

From the lowest Rpit.

56RYou have heard my voice:

“Do not hide Your ear

From my sighing, from my cry for help.”

57You Rdrew near on the day I called on You, 

And said, R“Do not fear!”

58O Lord, You have Rpleaded the case for my soul;

RYou have redeemed my life.

59O LORD, You have seen Thow I am wronged;

RJudge my case.

60You have seen all their vengeance, 

All their Rschemes against me.

61You have heard their reproach, O LORD, 

All their schemes against me, 

62The lips of my enemies

And their whispering against me all the day.

63Look at their Rsitting down and their rising up;

I am their taunting song.

64RRepay them, O LORD, 

According to the work of their hands.

65Give them a veiled* heart;

Your curse be upon them!

66In Your anger, 

Pursue and destroy them

From under the heavens of the LORD.




CHAPTER 4

The Conditions During the Siege

1 How the gold has become dim! How changed the fine gold!

The stones of the sanctuary are Tscattered

At the head of every street.

2The precious sons of Zion, 

TValuable as fine gold, 

How they are regarded as clay pots, 

The work of the hands of the potter!

3Even the jackals present their breasts

To nurse their young;

But the daughter of my people is cruel, 

Like ostriches in the wilderness.

4The tongue of the infant clings

To the roof of its mouth for thirst;

The young children ask for bread, 

But no one breaks it for them.

5Those who ate delicacies

Are desolate in the streets;

Those who were brought up in scarlet

REmbrace ash heaps.

6The punishment of the iniquity of the daughter of my people

Is greater than the punishment of the Rsin of Sodom, 

Which was Roverthrown in a moment, 

With no hand to help her!

7Her Nazirites* were Tbrighter than snow

And whiter than milk;

They were more ruddy in body than rubies, 

Like sapphire in their appearance.

8Now their appearance is blacker than soot;

They go unrecognized in the streets;





RTheir skin clings to their bones, 

It has become as dry as wood.

9Those slain by the sword are better off

Than those who die of hunger;

For these Rpine away, 

Stricken for lack of the fruits of the Rfield.

10The hands of the Rcompassionate women

Have cooked their Rown children;

They became Rfood for them

In the destruction of the daughter of my people.

The Cause of the Siege

11The LORD has fulfilled His fury, 

He has poured out His fierce anger.

RHe kindled a fire in Zion, 

And it has devoured its foundations.

12The kings of the earth, 

And all inhabitants of the world, 

Would not have believed

That the adversary and the enemy

Could enter the gates of Jerusalem—

13Because of the sins of her prophets

And the iniquities of her priests, 

RWho shed in her midst

The blood of the just.

14They wandered blind in the streets;

RThey have defiled themselves with blood, 

RSo that no one would touch their garments.

15They cried out to them, 

“Go away, Runclean!

Go away, go away, 

Do not touch us!”

When they fled and wandered, 

Those among the nations said, 

“They shall no longer dwell here.”

16The face* of the LORD scattered them;

He no longer regards them.

RThe people do not respect the priests

Nor show favor to the elders.

17Still Rour eyes failed us, 

Watching vainly for our help;

In our watching we watched

For a nation that could not save us.

18RThey tracked our steps

So that we could not walk in our streets.

ROur end was near;

Our days were over, 

For our end had come.

19Our pursuers were Rswifter

Than the eagles of the heavens.

They pursued us on the mountains

And lay in wait for us in the wilderness.

20The Rbreath of our nostrils, the anointed of the LORD, 

RWas caught in their pits, 

Of whom we said, “Under his shadow

We shall live among the nations.”

The Consequences of the Siege

21Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of REdom, 

You who dwell in the land of Uz!

RThe cup shall also pass over to you

And you shall become drunk and make yourself naked.

22RThe punishment of your iniquity is accomplished, 

O daughter of Zion;

He will no longer send you into captivity.

RHe will punish your iniquity, 

O daughter of Edom;

He will uncover your sins!




CHAPTER 5

The Review of the Need for Restoration

1Remember, RO LORD, what has come upon us;

Look, and behold our reproach!

2ROur inheritance has been turned over to aliens, 

And our houses to foreigners.

3We have become orphans and waifs, 

Our mothers are like widows.

4We pay for the water we drink, 

And our wood comes at a price.

5RThey pursue at our heels;*

We labor and have no rest.

6RWe have given our hand Rto the Egyptians

And the RAssyrians, to be satisfied with bread.

7ROur fathers sinned and are no more, 

But we bear their iniquities.

8Servants rule over us;

There is none to deliver us from their hand.

9We get our bread at the risk of our lives, 

Because of the sword in the wilderness.

10Our skin is hot as an oven, 

Because of the fever of famine.

11They ravished the women in Zion, 

The maidens in the cities of Judah.

12Princes were hung up by their hands, 

And elders were not respected.

13Young men ground at the millstones;

Boys staggered under loads of wood.

14The elders have ceased gathering at the gate, 

And the young men from their music.

15The joy of our heart has ceased;

Our dance has turned into mourning.

The Repentance of Sin

16RThe crown has fallen from our head.

Woe to us, for we have sinned!

17Because of this our heart is faint;

RBecause of these things our eyes grow dim;

18Because of Mount Zion which is Rdesolate, 

With foxes walking about on it.

The Request for Restoration

19You, O LORD, Rremain forever;

RYour throne from generation to generation.

20RWhy do You forget us forever, 

And forsake us for so long a time?

21RTurn us back to You, O LORD, and we will be Trestored;

Renew our days as of old, 

22Unless You have utterly rejected us, 

And are very angry with us!




The Book of Ezekiel
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THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL

Ezekiel, a priest and a prophet, ministers during the darkest days of Judah’s history: the seventy-year period of Babylonian captivity. Carried to Babylon before the final assault on Jerusalem, Ezekiel uses prophecies, parables, signs, and symbols to dramatize God’s message to His exiled people. Though they are like dry bones in the sun, God will reassemble them and breathe life into the nation once again. Present judgment will be followed by future glory so that “you shall know that I am the LORD” (6:7).

The Hebrew name Yeheze’l means “God Strengthens” or “Strengthened by God.” Ezekiel is indeed strengthened by God for the prophetic ministry to which he is called (3:8, 9). The name occurs twice in this book and nowhere else in the Old Testament. The Greek form in the Septuagint is Iezekiel and the Latin form in the Vulgate is Ezechiel.
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THE AUTHOR OF EZEKIEL

Ezekiel, the son of Buzi (1:3), had a wife who died as a sign to Judah when Nebuchadnezzar began his final siege on Jerusalem (24:16–24). Like Jeremiah, he was a priest who was called to be a prophet of the Lord. His prophetic ministry shows a priestly emphasis in his concern with the temple, priesthood, sacrifices, and Shekinah (the glory of God). Ezekiel was privileged to receive a number of visions of the power and plan of God, and he was careful and artistic in his written presentation.

Some objections have been raised, but there is not a good reason to overthrow the strong evidence in favor of Ezekiel’s authorship. The first person singular is used throughout the book, indicating that it is the work of a single personality. This person is identified as Ezekiel in 1:3 and 24:24, and internal evidence supports the unity and integrity of Ezekiel’s prophetic record. The style, language, and thematic development are consistent throughout the book; and several distinctive phrases are repeated throughout, such as, “they shall know that I am the LORD, ” “Son of man, ” “the word of the LORD came to me, ” and the “glory of the LORD.”
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THE TIME OF EZEKIEL

Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem in three stages. First, in 605 B.C., he overcame Jehoiakim and carried off key hostages including Daniel and his friends. Second, in 597 B.C., the rebellion of Jehoiakim and Jehoiachin brought further punishment; and Nebuchadnezzar made Jerusalem submit a second time. He carried off ten thousand hostages including Jehoiachin and Ezekiel. Third, in 586 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the city after a long siege and disrupted all of Judah. If “thirtieth year” in 1:1 refers to Ezekiel’s age, he was twenty-five years old when he was taken to Babylon and thirty years old when he received his prophetic commission (1:2, 3). This means he was about seventeen when Daniel was deported in 605 B.C., so that Ezekiel and Daniel were about the same age. Both men were about twenty years younger than Jeremiah who was ministering in Jerusalem. According to this chronology, Ezekiel was born in 622 B.C., deported to Babylon in 597 B.C., prophesied from 592 B.C. to at least 570 B.C., and died about 560 B.C. Thus, he overlapped the end of Jeremiah’s ministry and the beginning of Daniel’s ministry. By the time Ezekiel arrived in Babylon, Daniel was already well known; and he is mentioned three times in Ezekiel’s prophecy (14:14, 20; 28:3). Ezekiel’s Babylonian home was at Tel Abib, the principal colony of Jewish exiles along the River Chebar, Nebuchadnezzar’s “Grand Canal” (1:1; 3:15, 23).

From 592 to 586 B.C., Ezekiel found it necessary to convince the disbelieving Jewish exiles that there was no hope of immediate deliverance. But it was not until they heard that Jerusalem was destroyed that their false hopes of returning were abandoned.

Ezekiel no doubt wrote this book shortly after the incidents recorded in it occurred. His active ministry lasted for at least twenty-two years (1:2; 29:17), and his book was probably completed by 565 B.C.
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THE CHRIST OF EZEKIEL

Ezekiel 17:22–24 depicts the Messiah as a tender twig that becomes a stately cedar on a lofty mountain, as He is similarly called the Branch in Isaiah (11:1), Jeremiah (23:5; 33:15), and Zechariah (3:8; 6:12). The Messiah is the King who has the right to rule (21:26, 27), and He is the true Shepherd who will deliver and feed His flock (34:11–31).
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KEYS TO EZEKIEL

Key Word: The Future Restoration of Israel—The broad purpose of Ezekiel is to remind the generation born during the Babylonian exile of the cause of Israel’s current destruction, of the coming judgment on the Gentile nations, and of the coming national restoration of Israel. Central to that hope is the departure of the glory of God from Israel and the prediction of its ultimate return (43:2).

Key Verses: Ezekiel 36:24–26 and 36:33–35—“For I will take you from among the nations, gather you out of all countries, and bring you into your own land. Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh” (36:24–26).

“Thus says the Lord GOD: ‘On the day that I cleanse you from all your iniquities, I will also enable you to dwell in the cities, and the ruins shall be rebuilt. The desolate land shall be tilled instead of lying desolate in the sight of all who pass by. So they will say, “This land that was desolate has become like the garden of Eden; and the wasted, desolate, and ruined cities are now fortified and inhabited” ’ ” (36:33–35).

Key Chapter: Ezekiel 37—Central to the hope of the restoration of Israel is the vision of the valley of the dry bones. Ezekiel 37 outlines with clear steps Israel’s future.
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SURVEY OF EZEKIEL

Ezekiel prophesies among the Jewish exiles in Babylon during the last days of Judah’s decline and downfall. His message of judgment is similar to that of his older contemporary Jeremiah, who has remained in Jerusalem. Judah will be judged because of her unfaithfulness, but God promises her future restoration and blessing. Like Isaiah and Jeremiah, Ezekiel proclaims a message of horror and hope, of condemnation and consolation. But Ezekiel places special emphasis on the glory of Israel’s sovereign God who says, “They shall know that I am the LORD.” The book breaks into four sections: the commission of Ezekiel (1–3), the judgment on Judah (4–24), the judgment on the Gentiles (25–32), and the restoration of Israel (33–48).

The Commission of Ezekiel (1–3): God gives Ezekiel an overwhelming vision of His divine glory and commissions him to be His prophet (cf. the experiences of Moses in Ex. 3:1–10, Isaiah in 6:1–10, Daniel in 10:5–14, and John in Rev. 1:12–19). Ezekiel is given instruction, enablement, and responsibility.

The Judgment on Judah (4–24): Ezekiel directs his prophecies against the nation God chose for Himself. The prophet’s signs and sermons (4–7) point to the certainty of Judah’s judgment. In 8–11, Judah’s past sins and coming doom are seen in a series of visions of the abominations in the temple, the slaying of the wicked, and the departing glory of God. The priests and princes are condemned as the glory leaves the temple, moves to the Mount of Olives, and disappears in the east. Chapters 12–24 speak of the causes and extent of Judah’s coming judgment through dramatic signs, powerful sermons, and parables. Judah’s prophets are counterfeits and her elders are idolators. They have become a fruitless vine and an adulterous wife. Babylon will swoop down like an eagle and pluck them up, and they will not be aided by Egypt. The people are responsible for their own sins, and they are not being unjustly judged for the sins of their ancestors. Judah has been unfaithful, but God promises that her judgment ultimately will be followed by restoration.

The Judgment on the Gentiles (25–32): Judah’s nearest neighbors may gloat over her destruction, but they will be next in line. They too will suffer the fate of siege and destruction by Babylon. Ezekiel shows the full circle of judgment on the nations that surround Judah by following them in a clockwise circuit: Ammon, Moab, Edom, Philistia, Tyre, and Sidon (25–28). He spends a disproportionate amount of time on Tyre, and many scholars believe that the “king of Tyre” in 28:11–19 may be Satan, the real power behind the nation. Chapters 29–32 contain a series of oracles against Egypt. Unlike the nations in chapters 25–28 that were destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, Egypt will continue to exist, but as “the lowliest of kingdoms” (29:15). Since that time it has never recovered its former glory or influence.

The Restoration of Israel (33–48): The prophecies in these chapters were given after the overthrow of Jerusalem. Now that the promised judgment has come, Ezekiel’s message no longer centers on coming judgment but on the positive theme of comfort and consolation. Just as surely as judgment has come, blessing will also come; God’s people will be regathered and restored. The mouth of Ezekiel, God’s watchman, is opened when he is told that Jerusalem has been taken. Judah has had false shepherds (rulers), but the true Shepherd will lead them in the future. The vision of the valley of dry bones pictures the reanimation of the nation by the Spirit of God. Israel and Judah will be purified and reunited. There will be an invasion by the northern armies of Gog, but Israel will be saved because the Lord will destroy the invading forces.

In 572 B.C., fourteen years after the destruction of Jerusalem, Ezekiel returns in a vision to the fallen city and is given detailed specifications for the reconstruction of the temple, the city, and the land (40–48). After an intricate description of the new outer court, inner court, and temple (40–42), Ezekiel views the return of the glory of the Lord to the temple from the east. Regulations concerning worship in the coming temple (43–46) are followed by revelations concerning the new land and city (47 and 48).
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CHAPTER 1

Time of the Vision

1Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of the month, as I was among the captives by the River Chebar, that the heavens were opened and I saw visions* of God.

2On the fifth day of the month, which was in the fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s captivity, 

3the word of the LORD came expressly to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans* by the River Chebar; and Rthe hand of the LORD was upon him there.

The Four Living Creatures

4Then I looked, and behold, Ra whirlwind was coming Rout of the north, a great cloud with raging fire engulfing itself; and brightness was all around it and radiating out of its midst like the color of amber, out of the midst of the fire.

5Also from within it came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance: they had the likeness of a man.

6Each one had four faces, and each one had four wings.

7Their Tlegs were straight, and the soles of their feet were like the soles of calves’ feet. They sparkled Rlike the color of burnished bronze.

8RThe hands of a man were under their wings on their four sides; and each of the four had faces and wings.

9Their wings touched one another. The creatures did not turn when they went, but each one went straight Rforward.

10As for the likeness of their faces, each Rhad the face of a man; each of the four had Rthe face of a lion on the right side, Reach of the four had the face of an ox on the left side, Rand each of the four had the face of an eagle.

11Thus were their faces. Their wings stretched upward; two wings of each one touched one another, and Rtwo covered their bodies.

12And each one went straight forward; they went wherever the spirit wanted to go, and they did not turn when they went.

13As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like burning coals of fire, Rlike the appearance of torches going back and forth among the living creatures. The fire was bright, and out of the fire went lightning.

14And the living creatures ran back and forth, Rin appearance like a flash of lightning.

The Four Wheels

15Now as I looked at the living creatures, behold, a wheel was on the earth beside each living creature with its four faces.

16The appearance of the wheels and their workings was Rlike the color of beryl, and all four had the same likeness. The appearance of their workings was, as it were, a wheel in the middle of a wheel.

17When they moved, they went toward any one of four directions; they did not turn aside when they went.

18As for their rims, they were so high they were awesome; and their rims were full of eyes, all around the four of them.

19RWhen the living creatures went, the wheels went beside them; and when the living creatures were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up.

20Wherever the spirit wanted to go, they went, because there the spirit went; and the wheels were lifted together with them, Rfor the spirit of the living creatures* was in the wheels.

21When those went, these went; when those stood, these stood; and when those were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up together with them, for the spirit of the living creatures* was in the wheels.

The Firmament

22RThe likeness of the firmament above the heads of the living creatures* was like the color of an awesome Rcrystal, stretched out over their heads.

23And under the firmament their wings spread out straight, one toward another. Each one had two which covered one side, and each one had two which covered the other side of the body.

24When they went, I heard the noise of their wings, Rlike the noise of many waters, like the voice of the Almighty, a tumult like the noise of an army; and when they stood still, they let down their wings.

25A voice came from above the firmament that was over their heads; whenever they stood, they let down their wings.

The Appearance of a Man

26And above the firmament over their heads was the likeness of a throne, in appearance like a sapphire stone; on the likeness of the throne was a likeness with the appearance of a man high above it.

27Also from the appearance of His waist and upward RI saw, as it were, the color of amber with the appearance of fire all around within it; and from the appearance of His waist and downward I saw, as it were, the appearance of fire with brightness all around.

28RLike the appearance of a rainbow in a cloud on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the brightness all around it. RThis was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD.

So when I saw it, RI fell on my face, and I heard a voice of One speaking.




CHAPTER 2

Ezekiel Is Sent to Israel

1And He said to me, “Son of man, stand on your feet, and I will speak to you.”

2Then Rthe Spirit entered me when He spoke to me, and set me on my feet; and I heard Him who spoke to me.

3And He said to me: “Son of man, I am sending you to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled against Me; they and their fathers have transgressed against Me to this very day.

4“For they are impudent and stubborn children. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD.’

5“As for them, whether they hear or whether they refuse—for they are a Rrebellious house—yet they will know that a prophet has been among them.

6“And you, son of man, do not be afraid of them nor be afraid of their words, though briers and thorns are with you and you dwell among scorpions; do not be afraid of their words or dismayed by their looks, though they are a rebellious house.

7R“You shall speak My words to them, whether they hear or whether they refuse, for they are rebellious.

8“But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Do not be rebellious like that rebellious house; open your mouth and Reat what I give you.”

9Now when I looked, there was Ra hand stretched out to me; and behold, Ra scroll of a book was in it.

10Then He spread it before me; and there was writing on the inside and on the outside, and written on it were lamentations and mourning and woe.




CHAPTER 3

1Moreover He said to me, “Son of man, eat what you find; Reat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel.”

2So I opened my mouth, and He caused me to eat that scroll.

3And He said to me, “Son of man, feed your belly, and fill your stomach with this scroll that I give you.” So I ate, and it was in my mouth like honey in sweetness.

Ezekiel Is Instructed About His Ministry

4Then He said to me: “Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with My words to them.

5“For you are not sent to a people of unfamiliar speech and of hard language, but to the house of Israel, 

6“not to many people of unfamiliar speech and of hard language, whose words you cannot understand. Surely, Rhad I sent you to them, they would have listened to you.

7“But the house of Israel will not listen to you, Rbecause they will not listen to Me; Rfor all the house of Israel are impudent and hard-hearted.

8“Behold, I have made your face strong against their faces, and your forehead strong against their foreheads.

9“Like adamant stone, harder than flint, I have made your forehead; do not be afraid of them, nor be dismayed at their looks, though they are a rebellious house.”

10Moreover He said to me: “Son of man, receive into your heart all My words that I speak to you, and hear with your ears.

11“And go, get to the captives, to the children of your people, and speak to them and tell them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, ’ whether they hear, or whether they refuse.”

12Then Rthe Spirit lifted me up, and I heard behind me a great thunderous voice: “Blessed is the Rglory of the LORD from His place!”

13I also heard the noise of the wings of the living creatures that touched one another, and the noise of the wheels beside them, and a great thunderous noise.

14So the Spirit lifted me up and took me away, and I went in bitterness, in the Theat of my spirit; but Rthe hand of the LORD was strong upon me.

15Then I came to the captives at Tel Abib, who dwelt by the River Chebar; and RI sat where they sat, and remained there astonished among them seven days.

16Now it Rcame to pass at the end of seven days that the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

17R“Son of man, I have made you Ra watchman for the house of Israel; therefore hear a word from My mouth, and give them warning from Me:

18“When I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die, ’ and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life, that same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand.

19“Yet, if you warn the wicked, and he does not turn from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your soul.

20“Again, when a Rrighteous man turns from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and I lay a stumbling block before him, he shall die; because you did not give him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered; but his blood I will require at your hand.

21“Nevertheless if you warn the righteous man that the righteous should not sin, and he does not sin, he shall surely live because he took warning; also you will have delivered your soul.”

22RThen the hand of the LORD was upon me there, and He said to me, “Arise, go out Rinto the plain, and there I shall talk with you.”

23So I arose and went out into the plain, and behold, the glory of the LORD stood there, like the glory which I saw by the River Chebar; and I fell on my face.

24Then the Spirit entered me and set me on my feet, and spoke with me and said to me: “Go, shut yourself inside your house.

25“And you, O son of man, surely Rthey will put ropes on you and bind you with them, so that you cannot go out among them.

26R“I will make your tongue cling to the roof of your mouth, so that you shall be mute and not be one to rebuke them, for they are a rebellious house.

27“But when I speak with you, I will open your mouth, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD.’ He who hears, let him hear; and he who refuses, let him refuse; for they are a rebellious house.




CHAPTER 4

Sign of the Clay Tablet

1“You also, son of man, take a clay tablet and lay it before you, and portray on it a city, Jerusalem.

2R“Lay siege against it, build a siege wall against it, and heap up a mound against it; set camps against it also, and place battering rams against it all around.

3“Moreover take for yourself an iron plate, and set it as an iron wall between you and the city. Set your face against it, and it shall be Rbesieged, and you shall lay siege against it. RThis will be a sign to the house of Israel.

Sign of Ezekiel’s Lying on His Side

4“Lie also on your left side, and lay the iniquity of the house of Israel upon it. According to the number of the days that you lie on it, you shall bear their iniquity.

5“For I have laid on you the years of their iniquity, according to the number of the days, three hundred and ninety days; Rso you shall bear the iniquity of the house of Israel.

6“And when you have completed them, lie again on your right side; then you shall bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days. I have laid on you a day for each year.

7“Therefore you shall set your face toward the siege of Jerusalem; your arm shall be uncovered, and you shall prophesy against it.

8“And surely I will restrain you so that you cannot turn from one side to another till you have ended the days of your siege.

Sign of the Defiled Bread

9“Also take for yourself wheat, barley, beans, lentils, millet, and spelt; put them into one vessel, and make bread of them for yourself. During the number of days that you lie on your side, three hundred and ninety days, you shall eat it.

10“And your food which you eat shall be by weight, twenty shekels a day; from time to time you shall eat it.

11“You shall also drink water by measure, one-sixth of a hin; from time to time you shall drink.

12“And you shall eat it as barley cakes; and bake it using fuel of human waste in their sight.”

13Then the LORD said, “So shall the children of Israel eat their defiled bread among the Gentiles, where I will drive them.”

14So I said, R“Ah, Lord GOD! Indeed I have never defiled myself from my youth till now; I have never eaten what died of itself or was torn by beasts, nor has abominable flesh ever come into my mouth.”

15Then He said to me, “See, I am giving you cow dung instead of human waste, and you shall prepare your bread over it.”

16Moreover He said to me, “Son of man, surely I will cut off the Rsupply of bread in Jerusalem; they shall eat bread by weight and with anxiety, and shall Rdrink water by measure and with dread, 

17“that they may lack bread and water, and be dismayed with one another, and waste away because of their iniquity.




CHAPTER 5

Sign of the Razor and the Hair

1“And you, son of man, take a sharp sword, take it as a barber’s razor, and pass it over your head and your beard; then take scales to weigh and divide the hair.

2“You shall burn with fire one-third in the midst of the city, when the days of the siege are finished; then you shall take one-third and strike around it with the sword, and one-third you shall scatter in the wind: I will draw out a sword after them.

3R“You shall also take a small number of them and bind them in the edge of your garment.

4“Then take some of them again and throw them into the midst of the fire, and burn them in the fire. From there a fire will go out into all the house of Israel.

Explanation of the Signs

5“Thus says the Lord GOD: ‘This is Jerusalem; I have set her in the midst of the nations and the countries all around her.

6‘She has rebelled against My judgments by doing wickedness more than the nations, and against My statutes more than the countries that are all around her; for they have refused My judgments, and they have not walked in My statutes.’

7“Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Because you have Tmultiplied disobedience more than the nations that are all around you, have not walked in My statutes Rnor kept My judgments, nor even done* according to the judgments of the nations that are all around you’—

8“therefore thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Indeed I, even I, am against you and will execute judgments in your midst in the sight of the nations.

9‘And I will do among you what I have never done, and the like of which I will never do again, because of all your abominations.

10‘Therefore fathers Rshall eat their sons in your midst, and sons shall eat their fathers; and I will execute judgments among you, and all of you who remain I will Rscatter to all the winds.

11‘Therefore, as I live, ’ says the Lord GOD, ‘surely, because you have Rdefiled My sanctuary with all your detestable things and with all your abominations, therefore I will also diminish you; My eye will not spare, nor will I have any pity.

12R‘One-third of you shall die of the pestilence, and be consumed with famine in your midst; and one-third shall fall by the sword all around you; and RI will scatter another third to all the winds, and I will draw out a sword after them.

13‘Thus shall My anger be spent, and I will cause My fury to rest upon them, Rand I will be avenged; and they shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken it in My zeal, when I have spent My fury upon them.

14‘Moreover I will make you a waste and a reproach among the nations that are all around you, in the sight of all who pass by.

15‘So it* shall be a Rreproach, a taunt, a Rlesson, and an astonishment to the nations that are all around you, when I execute judgments among you in anger and in fury and in Rfurious rebukes. I, the LORD, have spoken.

16‘When I Rsend against them the terrible arrows of famine which shall be for destruction, which I will send to destroy you, I will increase the famine upon you and cut off your Rsupply of bread.

17‘So I will send against you famine and Rwild beasts, and they will bereave you. RPestilence and blood shall pass through you, and I will bring the sword against you. I, the LORD, have spoken.’ ”




CHAPTER 6

Destruction of High Places

1Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying:

2“Son of man, Rset your face toward the Rmountains of Israel, and prophesy against them, 

3“and say, ‘O mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD! Thus says the Lord GOD to the mountains, to the hills, to the ravines, and to the valleys: “Indeed I, even I, will bring a sword against you, and RI will destroy your high places.

4“Then your altars shall be desolate, your incense altars shall be broken, and I will cast down your slain men before your idols.

5“And I will lay the corpses of the children of Israel before their idols, and I will scatter your bones all around your altars.

6“In all your dwelling places the cities shall be laid waste, and the high places shall be desolate, so that your altars may be laid waste and made desolate, your idols may be broken and made to cease, your incense altars may be cut down, and your works may be abolished.

7“The slain shall fall in your midst, and you shall know that I am the LORD.

Salvation of the Remnant

8R“Yet I will leave a remnant, so that you may have some who escape the sword among the nations, when you are Rscattered through the countries.

9“Then those of you who escape will remember Me among the nations where they are carried captive, because I was crushed by their adulterous heart which has departed from Me, and by their eyes which play the harlot after their idols; they will loathe themselves for the evils which they committed in all their abominations.

10“And they shall know that I am the LORD; I have not said in vain that I would bring this calamity upon them.”

Desolation of the Land

11‘Thus says the Lord GOD: R“Pound your fists and stamp your feet, and say, ‘Alas, for all the evil abominations of the house of Israel! For they shall fall by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence.

12‘He who is far off shall die by the pestilence, he who is near shall fall by the sword, and he who remains and is besieged shall die by the famine. RThus will I spend My fury upon them.

13‘Then you shall know that I am the LORD, when their slain are among their idols all around their altars, on every high hill, on all the mountaintops, under every green tree, and under every thick oak, wherever they offered sweet incense to all their idols.

14‘So I will Rstretch out My hand against them and make the land desolate, yes, more desolate than the wilderness toward Diblah, in all their dwelling places. Then they shall know that I am the LORD.’ ” ’ ”




CHAPTER 7

Description of the Babylonian Conquest

1Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

2“And you, son of man, thus says the Lord GOD to the land of Israel:

R‘An end! The end has come upon the four corners of the land.

3Now the end has come upon you, 

And I will send My anger against you;

I will judge you Raccording to your ways, 

And I will repay you for all your abominations.

4RMy eye will not spare you, 

Nor will I have pity;

But I will repay your ways, 

And your abominations will be in your midst;

RThen you shall know that I am the LORD!’

5“Thus says the Lord GOD:

‘A disaster, a singular Rdisaster;

Behold, it has come!

6An end has come, 

The end has come;

It has dawned for you;

Behold, it has come!

7RDoom has come to you, you who dwell in the land;

RThe time has come, 

A day of trouble is near, 

And not of rejoicing in the mountains.

8Now upon you I will soon Rpour out My fury, 

And spend My anger upon you;

I will judge you according to your ways, 

And I will repay you for all your abominations.

9‘My eye will not spare, 

Nor will I have pity;

I will Trepay you according to your ways, 

And your abominations will be in your midst.

Then you shall know that I am the LORD who strikes.

10‘Behold, the day!

Behold, it has come!

RDoom has gone out;

The rod has blossomed, 

Pride has budded.

11RViolence has risen up into a rod of wickedness;

None of them shall remain, 

None of their multitude, 

None of Tthem;

Nor shall there be wailing for them.

12The time has come, 

The day draws near.

‘Let not the buyer Rrejoice, 

Nor the seller Rmourn, 

For wrath is on their whole multitude.

13For the seller shall not return to what has been sold, 

Though he may still be alive;

For the vision concerns the whole multitude, 

And it shall not turn back;

No one will strengthen himself

Who lives in iniquity.

14‘They have blown the trumpet and made everyone ready, 

But no one goes to battle;

For My wrath is on all their multitude.

15RThe sword is outside, 

And the pestilence and famine within.

Whoever is in the field

Will die by the sword;

And whoever is in the city, 

Famine and pestilence will devour him.

16‘Those who Rsurvive will escape and be on the mountains

Like doves of the valleys, 

All of them mourning, 

Each for his iniquity.

17Every Rhand will be feeble, 

And every knee will be as weak as water.

18They will also Rbe girded with sackcloth;

Horror will cover them;

Shame will be on every face, 

Baldness on all their heads.

19‘They will throw their silver into the streets, 

And their gold will be like refuse;

Their Rsilver and their gold will not be able to deliver them

In the day of the wrath of the LORD;

They will not satisfy their souls, 

Nor fill their stomachs, 

Because it became their stumbling block of iniquity.

20‘As for the beauty of his ornaments, 

He set it in majesty;

RBut they made from it

The images of their abominations—

Their detestable things;

Therefore I have made it

Like refuse to them.

21I will give it as Rplunder

Into the hands of strangers, 

And to the wicked of the earth as spoil;

And they shall defile it.

22I will turn My face from them, 

And they will defile My secret place;

For robbers shall enter it and defile it.

23‘Make a chain, 

For Rthe land is filled with crimes of blood, 

And the city is full of violence.

24Therefore I will bring the Rworst of the Gentiles, 

And they will possess their houses;

I will cause the pomp of the strong to cease, 

And their holy places shall be defiled.

25TDestruction comes;

They will seek peace, but there shall be none.

26RDisaster will come upon disaster, 

And rumor will be upon rumor.

RThen they will seek a vision from a prophet;

But the law will perish from the priest, 

And counsel from the elders.

27‘The king will mourn, 

The prince will be clothed with desolation, 

And the hands of the common people will tremble.

I will do to them according to their way, 

And according to what they deserve I will judge them;

Then they shall know that I am the LORD!’ ”




CHAPTER 8

Vision of the Glory of God

1And it came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixth month, on the fifth day of the month, as I sat in my house with the elders of Judah sitting before me, that the hand of the Lord GOD fell upon me there.

2RThen I looked, and there was a likeness, like the appearance of fire—from the appearance of His waist and downward, fire; and from His waist and upward, like the appearance of brightness, Rlike the color of amber.

3He Rstretched out the form of a hand, and took me by a lock of my hair; and Rthe Spirit lifted me up between earth and heaven, and Rbrought me in visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the north gate of the inner court, where the seat of the image of jealousy was, which provokes to jealousy.

4And behold, the Rglory of the God of Israel was there, like the vision that I Rsaw in the plain.

Image of Jealousy

5Then He said to me, “Son of man, lift your eyes now toward the north.” So I lifted my eyes toward the north, and there, north of the altar gate, was this image of jealousy in the entrance.

6Furthermore He said to me, “Son of man, do you see what they are doing, the great Rabominations that the house of Israel commits here, to make Me go far away from My sanctuary? Now turn again, you will see greater abominations.”

Paintings on the Wall

7So He brought me to the door of the court; and when I looked, there was a hole in the wall.

8Then He said to me, “Son of man, dig into the wall”; and when I dug into the wall, there was a door.

9And He said to me, “Go in, and see the wicked abominations which they are doing there.”

10So I went in and saw, and there—every sort of Rcreeping thing, abominable beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel, portrayed all around on the walls.

11And there stood before them seventy men of the elders of the house of Israel, and in their midst stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan. Each man had a censer in his hand, and a thick cloud of incense went up.

12Then He said to me, “Son of man, have you seen what the elders of the house of Israel do in the dark, every man in the room of his idols? For they say, ‘The LORD does not see us, the LORD has forsaken the land.’ ”

Weeping for Tammuz

13And He said to me, “Turn again, and you will see greater abominations that they are doing.”

14So He brought me to the door of the north gate of the LORD’s house; and to my dismay, women were sitting there weeping for Tammuz.

Sun Worship

15Then He said to me, “Have you seen this, O son of man? Turn again, you will see greater abominations than these.”

16So He brought me into the inner court of the LORD’s house; and there, at the door of the temple of the LORD, Rbetween the porch and the altar, Rwere about twenty-five men Rwith their backs toward the temple of the LORD and their faces toward the east, and they were worshiping the sun toward the east.

17And He said to me, “Have you seen this, O son of man? Is it a trivial thing to the house of Judah to commit the abominations which they commit here? For they have Rfilled the land with violence; then they have returned to provoke Me to anger. Indeed they put the branch to their nose.

18“Therefore I also will act in fury. My eye will not spare nor will I have pity; and though they Rcry in My ears with a loud voice, I will not hear them.”




CHAPTER 9

Call to the Six Men

1Then He called out in my hearing with a loud voice, saying, “Let those who have charge over the city draw near, each with a Tdeadly weapon in his hand.”

2And suddenly six men came from the direction of the upper gate, which faces north, each with his battle-ax in his hand. One man among them was clothed with linen and had a writer’s inkhorn at his side. They went in and stood beside the bronze altar.

3Now the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from the cherub, where it had been, to the threshold of the temple.* And He called to the man clothed with linen, who had the writer’s inkhorn at his side;

Command to Slay the Wicked

4and the LORD said to him, “Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and cry over all the abominations that are done within it.”

5To the others He said in my hearing, “Go after him through the city and kill; do not let your eye spare, nor have any pity.

6R“Utterly slay old and young men, maidens and little children and women; but Rdo not come near anyone on whom is the mark; and Rbegin at My sanctuary.” So they began with the elders who were before the temple.

7Then He said to them, “Defile the Ttemple, and fill the courts with the slain. Go out!” And they went out and killed in the city.

Weeping of Ezekiel

8So it was, that while they were killing them, I was left alone; and I fell on my face and cried out, and said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Will You destroy all the remnant of Israel in pouring out Your fury on Jerusalem?”

9Then He said to me, “The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is exceedingly great, and Rthe land is full of bloodshed, and the city full of perversity; for they say, R‘The LORD has forsaken the land, and Rthe LORD does not see!’

10“And as for Me also, My eye will neither spare, nor will I have pity, but I will recompense their deeds on their own head.”

11Just then, the man clothed with linen, who had the inkhorn at his side, reported back and said, “I have done as You commanded me.”




CHAPTER 10

Departure of the Glory of God to the Threshold

1And I looked, and there in the Rfirma mentT that was above the head of the cherubim, there appeared something like a sapphire stone, having the appearance of the likeness of a throne.

2RThen He spoke to the man clothed with linen, and said, “Go in among the wheels, under the cherub, fill your hands with Rcoals of fire from among the cherubim, and Rscatter them over the city.” And he went in as I watched.

3Now the cherubim were standing on the Tsouth side of the temple* when the man went in, and the Rcloud filled the inner court.

4Then the glory of the LORD went up from the cherub, and paused over the threshold of the temple; and the house was filled with the cloud, and the court was full of the brightness of the LORD’s glory.

5And the Rsound of the wings of the cherubim was heard even in the outer court, like Rthe voice of Almighty God when He speaks.

6Then it happened, when He commanded the man clothed in linen, saying, “Take fire from among the wheels, from among the cherubim, ” that he went in and stood beside the wheels.

7And the cherub stretched out his hand from among the cherubim to the fire that was among the cherubim, and took some of it and put it into the hands of the man clothed with linen, who took it and went out.

8The cherubim appeared to have the form of a man’s hand under their wings.

Vision of the Wheels and Cherubim

9RAnd when I looked, there were four wheels by the cherubim, one wheel by one cherub and another wheel by each other cherub; the wheels appeared to have the color of a Rberyl stone.

10As for their appearance, all four looked alike—as it were, a wheel in the middle of a wheel.

11RWhen they went, they went toward any of their four directions; they did not turn aside when they went, but followed in the direction the head was facing. They did not turn aside when they went.

12And their whole body, with their back, their hands, their wings, and the wheels that the four had, were full of eyes all around.

13As for the wheels, they were called in my Thearing, “Wheel.”

14Each one had four faces: the first face was the face of a cherub, the second face the face of a man, the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle.

15And the cherubim were lifted up. This was Rthe living creature I saw by the River Chebar.

16RWhen the cherubim went, the wheels went beside them; and when the cherubim lifted their wings to mount up from the earth, the same wheels also did not turn from beside them.

17When the cherubim* stood still, the wheels stood still, and when one* was lifted up, the other* lifted itself up, for the spirit of the living creature was in them.

18Then Rthe glory of the LORD Rdeparted from the threshold of the temple and stood over the cherubim.

19And Rthe cherubim lifted their wings and mounted up from the earth in my sight. When they went out, the wheels were beside them; and they stood at the door of the east gate of the LORD’s house, and the glory of the God of Israel was above them.

20RThis is the living creature I saw under the God of Israel by the River Chebar, and I knew they were cherubim.

21REach one had four faces and each one four wings, and the likeness of the hands of a man was under their wings.

22And the likeness of their faces was the same as the faces which I had seen by the River Chebar, their appearance and their persons. They each went straight forward.




CHAPTER 11

Vision of the Twenty-five Wicked Rulers

1Then Rthe Spirit lifted me up and brought me to Rthe East Gate of the LORD’s house, which faces eastward; and there Rat the door of the gate were twenty-five men, among whom I saw Jaazaniah the son of Azzur, and Pelatiah the son of Benaiah, princes of the people.

2And He said to me: “Son of man, these are the men who devise iniquity and give wicked Tcounsel in this city, 

3“who say, ‘The time is not Rnear to build houses; Rthis city is the Tcaldron, and we are the meat.’

4“Therefore prophesy against them, prophesy, O son of man!”

5Then Rthe Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and said to me, “Speak! ‘Thus says the LORD: “Thus you have said, O house of Israel; for RI know the things that come into your mind.

6R“You have multiplied your slain in this city, and you have filled its streets with the slain.”

7‘Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: R“Your slain whom you have laid in its midst, they are the meat, and this city is the caldron; Rbut I shall bring you out of the midst of it.

8“You have feared the sword; and I will bring a sword upon you, ” says the Lord GOD.

9“And I will bring you out of its midst, and deliver you into the hands of strangers, and Rexecute judgments on you.

10R“You shall fall by the sword. I will judge you at the border of Israel. Then you shall know that I am the LORD.

11“This city shall not be your Tcaldron, nor shall you be the meat in its midst. I will judge you at the border of Israel.

12“And you shall know that I am the LORD; for you have not walked in My statutes nor executed My judgments, but Rhave done according to the customs of the Gentiles which are all around you.” ’ ”

Promise of the Restoration of the Remnant

13Now it happened, while I was prophesying, that RPelatiah the son of Benaiah died. Then RI fell on my face and cried with a loud voice, and said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Will You make a complete end of the remnant of Israel?”

14Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

15“Son of man, your brethren, your relatives, your countrymen, and all the house of Israel in its entirety, are those about whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, ‘Get far away from the LORD; this land has been given to us as a possession.’

16“Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Although I have cast them far off among the Gentiles, and although I have scattered them among the countries, Ryet I shall be a little Tsanctuary for them in the countries where they have gone.” ’

17“Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: R“I will gather you from the peoples, assemble you from the countries where you have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel.” ’

18“And they will go there, and they will take away all its Rdetestable things and all its abominations from there.

19“Then RI will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within them, * and take the stony heart out of their flesh, and give them a heart of flesh, 

20“that they may walk in My statutes and keep My judgments and do them; and they shall be My people, and I will be their God.

21“But as for those whose hearts follow the desire for their detestable things and their abominations, RI will recompense their deeds on their own heads, ” says the Lord GOD.

Departure of the Glory of God from the Mount of Olives

22So the cherubim lifted up their wings, with the wheels beside them, and the glory of the God of Israel was high above them.

23And Rthe glory of the LORD went up from the midst of the city and stood Ron the mountain, Rwhich is on the east side of the city.

24Then the Spirit took me up and brought me in a vision by the Spirit of God into Chaldea, * to those in captivity. And the vision that I had seen went up from me.

25So I spoke to those in captivity of all the things the LORD had shown me.




CHAPTER 12

Sign of Belongings for Removing

1Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying:

2“Son of man, you dwell in the midst of a rebellious house, which has eyes to see but does not see, and ears to hear but does not hear; for they are a rebellious house.

3“Therefore, son of man, prepare your belongings for captivity, and go into captivity by day in their sight. You shall go from your place into captivity to another place in their sight. It may be that they will consider, though they are a rebellious house.

4“By day you shall bring out your belongings in their sight, as though going into captivity; and at evening you shall go in their sight, like those who go into captivity.

5“Dig through the wall in their sight, and carry your belongings out through it.

6“In their sight you shall bear them on your shoulders and carry them out at twilight; you shall cover your face, so that you cannot see the ground, Rfor I have made you a sign to the house of Israel.”

7So I did as I was commanded. I brought out my belongings by day, as though going into captivity, and at evening I dug through the wall with my hand. I brought them out at twilight, and I bore them on my shoulder in their sight.

8And in the morning the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

9“Son of man, has not the house of Israel, Rthe rebellious house, said to you, ‘What are you doing?’

10“Say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “This RburdenT concerns the prince in Jerusalem and all the house of Israel who are among them.” ’

11“Say, R‘I am a sign to you. As I have done, so shall it be done to them; they shall be carried away into captivity.’

12“And Rthe prince who is among them shall bear his belongings on his shoulder at twilight and go out. They shall dig through the wall to carry them out through it. He shall cover his face, so that he cannot see the ground with his eyes.

13“I will also spread My Rnet over him, and he shall be caught in My snare. RI will bring him to Babylon, to the land of the Chaldeans; yet he shall not see it, though he shall die there.

14“I will scatter to every wind all who are around him to help him, and all his troops; and I will draw out the sword after them.

15R“Then they shall know that I am the LORD, when I scatter them among the nations and disperse them throughout the countries.

16R“But I will spare a few of their men from the sword, from famine, and from pestilence, that they may declare all their abominations among the Gentiles wherever they go. Then they shall know that I am the LORD.”

Sign of Trembling

17Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

18“Son of man, Reat your bread with Tquaking, and drink your water with trembling and anxiety.

19“And say to the people of the land, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the land of Israel: “They shall eat their bread with anxiety, and drink their water with dread, so that her land may be emptied of all who are in it, because of the violence of all those who dwell in it.

20“Then the cities that are inhabited shall be laid waste, and the land shall become desolate; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” ’ ”

21And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

22“Son of man, what is this proverb that you people have about the land of Israel, which says, R‘The days are prolonged, and every vision fails’?

23“Tell them therefore, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “I will lay this proverb to rest, and they shall no more use it as a proverb in Israel.”’ But say to them, ‘“The days are at hand, and the fulfillment of every vision.

24“For Rno more shall there be any RfalseT vision or flattering divination within the house of Israel.

25“For I am the LORD. I speak, and the word which I speak will come to pass; it will no more be postponed; for in your days, O rebellious house, I will say the word and perform it, ” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

26Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

27R“Son of man, look, the house of Israel is saying, ‘The vision that he sees is Rfor many days from now, and he prophesies of times far off.’

28“Therefore say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “None of My words will be postponed any more, but the word which I speak will be done, ” says the Lord GOD.’ ”




CHAPTER 13

Judgment upon False Prophets

1And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

2“Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel who prophesy, and say to those who prophesy out of their own heart, ‘Hear the word of the LORD!’ ”

3Thus says the Lord GOD: “Woe to the foolish prophets, who follow their own spirit and have seen Tnothing!

4“O Israel, your prophets are Rlike foxes in the deserts.

5“You Rhave not gone up into the gaps to build a wall for the house of Israel to stand in battle on the day of the LORD.

6“They have envisioned futility and false divination, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD!’ But the LORD has not sent them; yet they hope that the word may be confirmed.

7“Have you not seen a futile vision, and have you not spoken false divination? You say, ‘The LORD says, ’ but I have not spoken.”

8Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “Because you have spoken nonsense and envisioned lies, therefore I am indeed against you, ” says the Lord GOD.

9“My hand will be Ragainst the prophets who envision futility and who Rdivine lies; they shall not be in the assembly of My people, nor be written in the record of the house of Israel, nor shall they enter into the land of Israel. Then you shall know that I am the Lord GOD.

10“Because, indeed, because they have seduced My people, saying, R‘Peace!’ when there is no peace—and one builds a wall, and they Rplaster it with untempered mortar—

11“say to those who plaster it with untempered mortar, that it will fall. RThere will be flooding rain, and you, O great hailstones, shall fall; and a stormy wind shall tear it down.

12“Surely, when the wall has fallen, will it not be said to you, ‘Where is the mortar with which you plastered it?’ ”

13Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “I will cause a stormy wind to break forth in My fury; and there shall be a flooding rain in My anger, and great hailstones in fury to consume it.

14“So I will break down the wall you have plastered with untempered mortar, and bring it down to the ground, so that its foundation will be uncovered; it will fall, and you shall be consumed in the midst of it. Then you shall know that I am the LORD.

15“Thus will I accomplish My wrath on the wall and on those who have plastered it with untempered mortar; and I will say to you, ‘The wall is no more, nor those who plastered it, 

16‘that is, the prophets of Israel who prophesy concerning Jerusalem, and who see visions of peace for her when there is no peace, ’ ” says the Lord GOD.

Judgment upon False Prophetesses

17“Likewise, son of man, Rset your face against the daughters of your people, Rwho prophesy out of their own heart; prophesy against them, 

18“and say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Woe to the women who sew magic charms on their sleeves* and make veils for the heads of people of every height to hunt souls! Will you Rhunt the souls of My people, and keep yourselves alive?

19“And will you profane Me among My people Rfor handfuls of barley and for pieces of bread, killing people who should not die, and keeping people alive who should not live, by your lying to My people who listen to lies?”

20‘Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, I am against your magic charms by which you hunt souls there like birds. I will tear them from your arms, and let the souls go, the souls you hunt like birds.

21“I will also tear off your veils and deliver My people out of your hand, and they shall no longer be as prey in your hand. Then you shall know that I am the LORD.

22“Because with lies you have made the heart of the righteous sad, whom I have not made sad; and you have strengthened the hands of the wicked, so that he does not turn from his wicked way to save his life.

23“Therefore Ryou shall no longer envision futility nor practice divination; for I will deliver My people out of your hand, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” ’ ” 




CHAPTER 14

Idolatry of the Elders

1Now Rsome of the elders of Israel came to me and sat before me.

2And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

3“Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their hearts, and put before them Rthat which causes them to stumble into iniquity. RShould I let Myself be inquired of at all by them?

4“Therefore speak to them, and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Everyone of the house of Israel who sets up his idols in his heart, and puts before him what causes him to stumble into iniquity, and then comes to the prophet, I the LORD will answer him who comes, according to the multitude of his idols, 

5“that I may seize the house of Israel by their heart, because they are all estranged from Me by their idols.” ’

6“Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Repent, turn away from your idols, and Rturn your faces away from all your abominations.

7“For anyone of the house of Israel, or of the strangers who dwell in Israel, who separates himself from Me and sets up his idols in his heart and puts before him what causes him to stumble into iniquity, then comes to a prophet to inquire of him concerning Me, I the LORD will answer him by Myself.

8“I will set My face against that man and make him a sign and a proverb, and I will cut him off from the midst of My people. Then you shall know that I am the LORD.

9“And if the prophet is induced to speak anything, I the LORD Rhave induced that prophet, and I will stretch out My hand against him and destroy him from among My people Israel.

10“And they shall bear their iniquity; the punishment of the prophet shall be the same as the punishment of the one who inquired, 

11“that the house of Israel may Rno longer stray from Me, nor be profaned anymore with all their transgressions, Rbut that they may be My people and I may be their God, ” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

Jerusalem to Be Destroyed

12The word of the LORD came again to me, saying:

13“Son of man, when a land sins against Me by persistent unfaithfulness, I will stretch out My hand against it; I will cut off its Rsupply of bread, send famine on it, and cut off man and beast from it.

14R“Even if these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they would deliver only themselves Rby their righteousness, ” says the Lord GOD.

15“If I cause Rwild beasts to pass through the land, and they empty it, and make it so desolate that no man may pass through because of the beasts, 

16“even Rthough these three men were in it, as I live, ” says the Lord GOD, “they would deliver neither sons nor daughters; only they would be delivered, and the land would be Rdesolate. 

17“Or if RI bring a sword on that land, and say, ‘Sword, go through the land, ’ and I cut off man and beast from it, 

18“even though these three men were in it, as I live, ” says the Lord GOD, “they would deliver neither sons nor daughters, but only they themselves would be delivered.

19“Or if I send Ra pestilence into that land and pour out My fury on it in blood, and cut off from it man and beast, 

20“even Rthough Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, as I live, ” says the Lord GOD, “they would deliver neither son nor daughter; they would deliver only themselves by their righteousness.”

21For thus says the Lord GOD: “How much more it shall be when RI send My four severe judgments on Jerusalem—the sword and famine and wild beasts and pestilence—to cut off man and beast from it?

22“Yet behold, there shall be left in it a remnant who will be brought out, both sons and daughters; surely they will come out to you, and you will see their ways and their doings. Then you will be comforted concerning the disaster that I have brought upon Jerusalem, all that I have brought upon it.

23“And they will comfort you, when you see their ways and their doings; and you shall know that I have done nothing Rwithout cause that I have done in it, ” says the Lord GOD.




CHAPTER 15

Parable of the Vine

1Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying:

2“Son of man, how is the wood of the vine better than any other wood, the vine branch which is among the trees of the forest?

3“Is wood taken from it to make any object? Or can men make a peg from it to hang any vessel on?

4“Instead, it is thrown into the fire for fuel; the fire devours both ends of it, and its middle is burned. Is it useful for any work?

5“Indeed, when it was whole, no object could be made from it. How much less will it be useful for any work when the fire has devoured it, and it is burned?

6“Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Like the wood of the vine among the trees of the forest, which I have given to the fire for fuel, so I will give up the inhabitants of Jerusalem;

7‘and RI will set My face against them. RThey will go out from one fire, but another fire shall devour them. RThen you shall know that I am the LORD, when I set My face against them.

8‘Thus I will make the land desolate, because they have persisted in unfaithfulness, ’ says the Lord GOD.”




CHAPTER 16

God Has Mercy on Israel

1Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

2“Son of man, Rcause Jerusalem to know her abominations, 

3“and say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD to Jerusalem: “Your birth and your nativity are from the land of Canaan; your father was an Amorite and your mother a Hittite.

4“As for your nativity, Ron the day you were born your navel cord was not cut, nor were you washed in water to cleanse you; you were not rubbed with salt nor wrapped in swaddling cloths.

5“No eye pitied you, to do any of these things for you, to have compassion on you; but you were thrown out into the open field, when you yourself were Tloathed on the day you were born.

6“And when I passed by you and saw you struggling in your own blood, I said to you in your blood, ‘Live!’ Yes, I said to you in your blood, ‘Live!’

7R“I made you Tthrive like a plant in the field; and you grew, matured, and became very beautiful. Your breasts were formed, your hair grew, but you were naked and bare.

8“When I passed by you again and looked upon you, indeed your time was the time of love; Rso I spread My wing over you and covered your nakedness. Yes, I Rswore an oath to you and entered into a Rcovenant with you, and you became Mine, ” says the Lord GOD.

9“Then I washed you in water; yes, I thoroughly washed off your blood, and I anointed you with oil.

10“I clothed you in embroidered cloth and gave you sandals of Tbadger skin; I clothed you with fine linen and covered you with silk.

11“I adorned you with ornaments, Rput bracelets on your wrists, Rand a chain on your neck.

12“And I put a Tjewel in your nose, earrings in your ears, and a beautiful crown on your head.

13“Thus you were adorned with gold and silver, and your clothing was of fine linen, silk, and embroidered cloth. RYou ate pastry of fine flour, honey, and oil. You were exceedingly Rbeautiful, and succeeded to royalty.

14R“Your fame went out among the nations because of your beauty, for it was perfect through My splendor which I had bestowed on you, ” says the Lord GOD.

Israel Rejects God

15R“But you trusted in your own beauty, Rplayed the harlot because of your fame, and poured out your harlotry on everyone passing by who would have it.

16“You took some of your garments and adorned multicolored high places for yourself, and played the harlot on them. Such things should not happen, nor be.

17“You have also taken your beautiful jewelry from My gold and My silver, which I had given you, and made for yourself male images and played the harlot with them.

18“You took your embroidered garments and covered them, and you set My oil and My incense before them.

19“Also My food which I gave you—the pastry of fine flour, oil, and honey which I fed you—you set it before them as sweet incense; and so it was, ” says the Lord GOD.

20“Moreover you took your sons and your daughters, whom you bore to Me, and these you sacrificed to them to be devoured. Were your acts of harlotry a small matter, 

21“that you have slain My children and offered them up to them by causing them to pass through the Rfire?

22“And in all your abominations and acts of harlotry you did not remember the days of your Ryouth, when you were naked and bare, struggling in your blood.

23“Then it was so, after all your wickedness—‘Woe, woe to you!’ says the Lord GOD—

24“that Ryou also built for yourself a shrine, and Rmade a high place for yourself in every street.

25“You built your high places Rat the head of every road, and made your beauty to be abhorred. You offered yourself to everyone who passed by, and multiplied your acts of harlotry.

26“You also committed harlotry with Rthe Egyptians, your very fleshly neighbors, and increased your acts of harlotry to Rprovoke Me to anger.

27“Behold, therefore, I stretched out My hand against you, diminished your Tallotment, and gave you up to the will of those who hate you, Rthe daughters of the Philistines, who were ashamed of your lewd behavior.

28“You also played the harlot with the RAssyrians, because you were insatiable; indeed you played the harlot with them and still were not satisfied.

29“Moreover you multiplied your acts of harlotry as far as the land of the trader, RChaldea; and even then you were not satisfied.

30“How degenerate is your heart!” says the Lord GOD, “seeing you do all these things, the deeds of a brazen harlot.

31“You erected your shrine at the head of every road, and built your high place in every street. Yet you were not like a harlot, because you scorned Rpayment.

32“You are an adulterous wife, who takes strangers instead of her husband.

33“Men make payment to all harlots, but Ryou made your payments to all your lovers, and hired them to come to you from all around for your harlotry.

34“You are the opposite of other women in your harlotry, because no one solicited you to be a harlot. In that you gave payment but no payment was given you, therefore you are the opposite.”

God Punishes Israel

35‘Now then, O harlot, hear the word of the LORD!

36‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Because your filthiness was poured out and your nakedness uncovered in your harlotry with your lovers, and with all your abominable idols, and because of Rthe blood of your children which you gave to them, 

37“surely, therefore, I will gather all your lovers with whom you took pleasure, all those you loved, and all those you hated; I will gather them from all around against you and will uncover your nakedness to them, that they may see all your nakedness.

38“And I will judge you as Rwomen who break wedlock or Rshed blood are judged; I will bring blood upon you in fury and jealousy.

39“I will also give you into their hand, and they shall throw down your shrines and break down Ryour high places. RThey shall also strip you of your clothes, take your beautiful jewelry, and leave you naked and bare.

40R“They shall also bring up an assembly against you, Rand they shall stone you with stones and thrust you through with their swords.

41“They shall Rburn your houses with fire, and Rexecute judgments on you in the sight of many women; and I will make you cease playing the harlot, and you shall no longer hire lovers.

42“So I will lay to rest My fury toward you, and My jealousy shall depart from you. I will be quiet, and be angry no more.

43“Because Ryou did not remember the days of your youth, but agitated Me* with all these things, surely RI will also recompense your deeds on your own head, ” says the Lord GOD. “And you shall not commit lewdness in addition to all your abominations. 

44“Indeed everyone who quotes proverbs will use this proverb against you: ‘Like mother, like daughter!’

45“You are your mother’s daughter, loathing husband and children; and you are the sister of your sisters, who loathed their husbands and children; your mother was a Hittite and your father an Amorite.

46“Your elder sister is Samaria, who dwells with her daughters to the north of you; and Ryour younger sister, who dwells to the south of you, is Sodom and her daughters.

47“You did not walk in their ways nor act according to their abominations; but, as if that were too little, Ryou became more corrupt than they in all your ways.

48“As I live, ” says the Lord GOD, “neither your sister Sodom nor her daughters have done as you and your daughters have done.

49“Look, this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and her daughter had pride, Rfullness of food, and abundance of idleness; neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.

50“And they were haughty and committed abomination before Me; therefore RI took them away as I saw fit.*

51“Samaria did not commit Rhalf of your sins; but you have multiplied your abominations more than they, and Rhave justified your sisters by all the abominations which you have done.

52“You who judged your sisters, bear your own shame also, because the sins which you committed were more abominable than theirs; they are more righteous than you. Yes, be disgraced also, and bear your own shame, because you justified your sisters.

53R“When I bring back their captives, the captives of Sodom and her daughters, and the captives of Samaria and her daughters, then I will also bring back Rthe captives of your captivity among them, 

54“that you may bear your own shame and be disgraced by all that you did when Ryou comforted them.

55“When your sisters, Sodom and her daughters, return to their former state, and Samaria and her daughters return to their former state, then you and your daughters will return to your former state.

56“For your sister Sodom was not a byword in your mouth in the days of your pride, 

57“before your wickedness was uncovered. It was like the time of the Rreproach of the daughters of Syria* and all those around her, and of the daughters of the Philistines, who despise you everywhere.

58“You have paid for your lewdness and your abominations, ” says the LORD.

59‘For thus says the Lord GOD: “I will deal with you as you have done, who despised the oath by breaking the covenant.

God Remembers His Covenant

60“Nevertheless I will Rremember My covenant with you in the days of your youth, and I will establish Ran everlasting covenant with you.

61“Then you will remember your ways and be ashamed, when you receive your older and your younger sisters; for I will give them to you for Rdaughters, Rbut not because of My covenant with you.

62R“And I will establish My covenant with you. Then you shall know that I am the LORD, 

63“that you may remember and be ashamed, Rand never open your mouth anymore because of your shame, when I provide you an atonement for all you have done, ” says the Lord GOD.’ ”




CHAPTER 17

Parable of the Two Eagles

1And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

2“Son of man, pose a riddle, and speak a Rparable to the house of Israel, 

3“and say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

R“A great eagle with large wings and long pinions, 

Full of feathers of various colors, 

Came to Lebanon

And Rtook from the cedar the highest branch.

4He cropped off its topmost young twig

And carried it to a land of trade;

He set it in a city of merchants.

5Then he took some of the seed of the land

And planted it in a fertile field;

He placed it by abundant waters

And set it Rlike a willow tree.

6And it grew and became a spreading vine Rof low stature;

Its branches turned toward him, 

But its roots were under it.

So it became a vine, 

Brought forth branches, 

And put forth shoots.

7“But there was another* great eagle with large wings and many feathers;

And behold, Rthis vine bent its roots toward him, 

And stretched its branches toward him, 

From the garden terrace where it had been planted, 

That he might water it.

8It was planted in Tgood soil by many waters, 

To bring forth branches, bear fruit, 

And become a majestic vine.” ’

9“Say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

“Will it thrive?

RWill he not pull up its roots, 

Cut off its fruit, 

And leave it to wither?

All of its spring leaves will wither, 

And no great power or many people

Will be needed to pluck it up by its roots.

10Behold, it is planted, 

Will it thrive?

RWill it not utterly wither when the east wind touches it?

It will wither in the garden terrace where it grew.” ’ ”

11Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

12“Say now to the rebellious house: ‘Do you not know what these things mean?’ Tell them, ‘Indeed the king of Babylon went to Jerusalem and took its king and princes, and led them with him to Babylon.

13R‘And he took the king’s offspring, made a covenant with him, Rand put him under oath. He also took away the mighty of the land, 

14‘that the kingdom might be Rbrought low and not lift itself up, but that by keeping his covenant it might stand.

15‘But Rhe rebelled against him by sending his ambassadors to Egypt, Rthat they might give him horses and many people. RWill he prosper? Will he who does such things escape? Can he break a covenant and still be delivered?

16‘As I live, ’ says the Lord GOD, ‘surely Rin the place where the king dwells who made him king, whose oath he despised and whose covenant he broke—with him in the midst of Babylon he shall die.

17‘Nor will Pharaoh with his mighty army and great company do anything in the war, when they heap up a siege mound and build a wall to cut off many persons.

18‘Since he despised the oath by breaking the covenant, and in fact RgaveT his hand and still did all these things, he shall not escape.’ ”

19Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “As I live, surely My oath which he despised, and My covenant which he broke, I will recompense on his own head.

20“I will spread My net over him, and he shall be taken in My snare. I will bring him to Babylon and try him there for the treason which he committed against Me.

21R“All his fugitives* with all his troops shall fall by the sword, and those who remain shall be Rscattered to every wind; and you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken.”

22Thus says the Lord GOD: “I will take also one of the highest Rbranches of the high cedar and set it out. I will crop off from the topmost of its young twigs Ra tender one, and will Rplant it on a high and prominent mountain.

23R“On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it; and it will bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a majestic cedar. Under it will dwell birds of every sort; in the shadow of its branches they will dwell.

24“And all the trees of the field shall know that I, the LORD, Rhave brought down the high tree and exalted the low tree, dried up the green tree and made the dry tree flourish; RI, the LORD, have spoken and have done it.”




CHAPTER 18

Message of Personal Judgment for Personal Sin

1The word of the LORD came to me again, saying, 

2“What do you mean when you use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying:

‘The Rfathers have eaten sour grapes, 

And the children’s teeth are set on edge’?

3“As I live, ” says the Lord GOD, “you shall no longer use this proverb in Israel.

4“Behold, all souls are RMine;

The soul of the father

As well as the soul of the son is Mine;

RThe soul who sins shall die.

5But if a man is just

And does what is lawful and right;

6RIf he has not eaten on the mountains, 

Nor lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, 

Nor Rdefiled his neighbor’s wife, 

Nor approached Ra woman during her impurity;

7If he has not Roppressed anyone, 

But has restored to the debtor his Rpledge;

Has robbed no one by violence, 

But has given his bread to the hungry

And covered the naked with clothing;

8If he has not Texacted Rusury

Nor taken any increase, 

But has withdrawn his hand from iniquity

And Rexecuted true Tjudgment between man and man;

9If he has walked in My statutes

And kept My judgments faithfully—

He is just;

He shall surely Rlive!”

Says the Lord GOD.

10“If he begets a son who is a robber

Or Ra shedder of blood, 

Who does any of these things

11And does none of those duties, 

But has eaten on the mountains

Or defiled his neighbor’s wife;

12If he has oppressed the poor and needy, 

Robbed by violence, 

Not restored the pledge, 

Lifted his eyes to the idols, 

Or committed abomination;

13If he has exacted usury

Or taken increase—

Shall he then live?

He shall not live!

If he has done any of these abominations, 

He shall surely die;

His blood shall be upon him.

14“If, however, he begets a son

Who sees all the sins which his father has done, 

And considers but does not do likewise;

15RWho has not eaten on the mountains, 

Nor lifted his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, 

Nor defiled his neighbor’s wife;

16Has not oppressed anyone, 

Nor withheld a pledge, 

Nor robbed by violence, 

But has given his bread to the hungry

And covered the naked with clothing;

17Who has withdrawn his hand from the poor*

And not received usury or increase, 

But has executed My judgments

And walked in My statutes—

He shall not die for the iniquity of his father;

He shall surely live!

18“As for his father, 

Because he cruelly oppressed, 

Robbed his brother by violence, 

And did what is not good among his people, 

Behold, he shall die for his iniquity.

19“Yet you say, ‘Why Rshould the son not bear the guilt of the father?’ Because the son has done what is lawful and right, and has kept all My statutes and observed them, he shall surely live.

20R“The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, Rand the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself.

21“But if a wicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed, keeps all My statutes, and does what is lawful and right, he shall surely live; he shall not die.

22R“None of the transgressions which he has committed shall be remembered against him; because of the righteousness which he has done, he shall live.

23R“Do I have any pleasure at all that the wicked should die?” says the Lord GOD, “and not that he should turn from his ways and live?

24“But when a righteous man turns away from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and does according to all the abominations that the wicked man does, shall he live? RAll the righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered; because of the unfaithfulness of which he is guilty and the sin which he has committed, because of them he shall die.

25“Yet you say, R‘The way of the Lord is not fair.’ Hear now, O house of Israel, is it not My way which is fair, and your ways which are not fair?

26R“When a righteous man turns away from his righteousness, commits iniquity, and dies in it, it is because of the iniquity which he has done that he dies.

27“Again, Rwhen a wicked man turns away from the wickedness which he committed, and does what is lawful and right, he preserves himself alive.

28“Because he considers and turns away from all the transgressions which he committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die.

29R“Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not fair.’ O house of Israel, is it not My ways which are fair, and your ways which are not fair?

30R“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, ” says the Lord GOD. R“Repent, and turn from all your transgressions, so that iniquity will not be your ruin.

31“Cast away from you all the transgressions which you have committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should you die, O house of Israel?

32“For RI have no pleasure in the death of one who dies, ” says the Lord GOD. “Therefore turn and Rlive!”




CHAPTER 19

Lament for the Princes of Israel

1“Moreover Rtake up a lamentation for the princes of Israel, 

2“and say:

‘What is your mother? A lioness:

She lay down among the lions;

Among the young lions she nourished her cubs.

3She brought up one of her cubs, 

And Rhe became a young lion;

He learned to catch prey, 

And he devoured men.

4The nations also heard of him;

He was trapped in their pit, 

And they brought him with chains to the land of REgypt.

5‘When she saw that she waited, that her hope was lost, 

She took Ranother of her cubs and made him a young lion.

6RHe roved among the lions, 

And Rbecame a young lion;

He learned to catch prey;

He devoured men.

7He knew their desolate places, *

And laid waste their cities;

The land with its fullness was desolated

By the noise of his roaring.

8Then the nations set against him from the provinces on every side, 

And spread their net over him;

RHe was trapped in their pit.





9They put him in a cage with chains, 

And brought him to the king of Babylon;

They brought him in nets, 

That his voice should no longer be heard on the mountains of Israel.

Parable of the Withered Vine

10‘Your mother was Rlike a vine in your bloodline, *

Planted by the waters, 

RFruitful and full of branches

Because of many waters.

11She had strong branches for scepters of rulers.

RShe towered in stature above the thick branches, 

And was seen in her height amid the Tdense foliage.

12But she was Rplucked up in fury, 

She was cast down to the ground, 

And the Reast wind dried her fruit.

Her strong branches were broken and withered;

The fire consumed them.

13And now she is planted in the wilderness, 

In a dry and thirsty land.

14RFire has come out from a rod of her branches

And devoured her fruit, 

So that she has no strong branch—a scepter for ruling.’ ”

RThis is a lamentation, and has become a lamentation.




CHAPTER 20

In Egypt

1It came to pass in the seventh year, in the fifth month, on the tenth day of the month, that Rcertain of the elders of Israel came to inquire of the LORD, and sat before me.

2Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

3“Son of man, speak to the elders of Israel, and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Have you come to inquire of Me? As I live, ” says the Lord GOD, R“I will not be inquired of by you.” ’

4“Will you judge them, son of man, will you judge them? Then make known to them the abominations of their fathers.

5“Say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “On the day when I chose Israel and raised My hand in an oath to the descendants of the house of Jacob, and made Myself Rknown to them in the land of Egypt, I raised My hand in an oath to them, saying, R‘I am the LORD your God.’

6“On that day I raised My hand in an oath to them, Rto bring them out of the land of Egypt into a land that I had searched out for them, ‘flowing with milk and honey, ’* Rthe glory of all lands.

7“Then I said to them, ‘Each of you, Rthrow away Rthe abominations which are before his eyes, and do not defile yourselves with Rthe idols of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.’

8“But they rebelled against Me and would not Tobey Me. They did not all cast away the abominations which were before their eyes, nor did they forsake the idols of Egypt. Then I said, ‘I will Rpour out My fury on them and fulfill My anger against them in the midst of the land of Egypt.’

9R“But I acted for My name’s sake, that it should not be profaned before the Gentiles among whom they were, in whose sight I had made Myself known to them, to bring them out of the land of Egypt.

In the Wilderness

10“Therefore I Rmade them go out of the land of Egypt and brought them into the wilderness.

11R“And I gave them My statutes and showed them My judgments, ‘which, if a man does, he shall live by them.’*

12“Moreover I also gave them My RSabbaths, to be a sign between them and Me, that they might know that I am the LORD who sanctifies them.

13“Yet the house of Israel Rrebelled against Me in the wilderness; they did not walk in My statutes; they Rdespised My judgments, ‘which, if a man does, he shall live by them’;* and they greatly Rdefiled My Sabbaths. Then I said I would pour out My fury on them in the wilderness, to consume them.

14“But I acted for My name’s sake, that it should not be profaned before the Gentiles, in whose sight I had brought them out.

15“So RI also raised My hand in an oath to them in the wilderness, that I would not bring them into the land which I had given them, ‘flowing with milk and honey, ’* Rthe glory of all lands, 

16R“because they despised My judgments and did not walk in My statutes, but profaned My Sabbaths; for Rtheir heart went after their idols.

17R“Nevertheless My eye spared them from destruction. I did not make an end of them in the wilderness.

18“But I said to their children in the wilderness, ‘Do not walk in the statutes of your fathers, nor observe their judgments, nor defile yourselves with their idols.

19‘I am the LORD your God: Walk in My statutes, keep My judgments, and do them;

20‘hallow My Sabbaths, and they will be a sign between Me and you, that you may know that I am the LORD your God.’

21“Notwithstanding, Rthe children rebelled against Me; they did not walk in My statutes, and were not careful to observe My judgments, ‘which, if a man does, he shall live by them’;* but they profaned My Sabbaths. Then I said I would pour out My fury on them and fulfill My anger against them in the wilderness.

22“Nevertheless I withdrew My hand and acted for My name’s sake, that it should not be profaned in the sight of the Gentiles, in whose sight I had brought them out.

23“Also I raised My hand in an oath to those in the wilderness, that RI would scatter them among the Gentiles and disperse them throughout the countries, 

24R“because they had not executed My judgments, but had despised My statutes, profaned My Sabbaths, and their eyes were fixed on their fathers’ idols.

25“Therefore RI also gave them up to statutes that were not good, and judgments by which they could not live;

26“and I pronounced them unclean because of their ritual gifts, in that they caused all their firstborn to pass Rthrough the fire, that I might make them desolate and that they Rmight know that I am the LORD.” ’

In Canaan

27“Therefore, son of man, speak to the house of Israel, and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “In this too your fathers have blasphemed Me, by being unfaithful to Me.

28“When I brought them into the land concerning which I had raised My hand in an oath to give them, and Rthey saw all the high hills and all the thick trees, there they offered their sacrifices and provoked Me with their offerings. There they also sent up their Rsweet aroma and poured out their drink offerings.

In Ezekiel’s Time

29“Then I said to them, ‘What is this Thigh place to which you go?’ So its name is called Bamah* to this day.” ’

30“Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Are you defiling yourselves in the manner of your Rfathers, and committing harlotry according to their Rabominations?

31“For when you offer your gifts and make your sons pass through the fire, you defile yourselves with all your idols, even to this day. So shall I be inquired of by you, O house of Israel? As I live, ” says the Lord GOD, “I will not be inquired of by you.

32R“What you have in your mind shall never be, when you say, ‘We will be like the Gentiles, like the families in other countries, serving wood and stone.’

Message of God’s Future Restoration of Israel

33“As I live, ” says the Lord GOD, “surely with a mighty hand, Rwith an outstretched arm, and with fury poured out, I will rule over you.

34“I will bring you out from the peoples and gather you out of the countries where you are scattered, with a mighty hand, with an outstretched arm, and with fury poured out.

35“And I will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there RI will plead My case with you face to face.

36R“Just as I pleaded My case with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so I will plead My case with you, ” says the Lord GOD.

37“I will make you Rpass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the Rcovenant;

38R“I will purge the rebels from among you, and those who transgress against Me; I will bring them out of the country where they dwell, but Rthey shall not enter the land of Israel. Then you will know that I am the LORD.

39“As for you, O house of Israel, ” thus says the Lord GOD: “Go, serve every one of you his idols—and hereafter—if you will not obey Me; but profane My holy name no more with your gifts and your idols.

40“For Ron My holy mountain, on the mountain height of Israel, ” says the Lord GOD, “there all the house of Israel, all of them in the land, shall serve Me; there I will accept them, and there I will require your offerings and the firstfruits of your sacrifices, together with all your holy things.

41“I will accept you as a Rsweet aroma when I bring you out from the peoples and gather you out of the countries where you have been scattered; and I will be hallowed in you before the Gentiles.

42“Then you shall know that I am the LORD, when I bring you into the land of Israel, into the country for which I raised My hand in an oath to give to your fathers.

43“And Rthere you shall remember your ways and all your doings with which you were defiled; and you shall loathe yourselves in your own sight because of all the evils that you have committed.

44“Then you shall know that I am the LORD, when I have dealt with you for My name’s sake, not according to your wicked ways nor according to your corrupt doings, O house of Israel, ” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

Sign of the Forest Fire

45Furthermore the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

46“Son of man, set your face toward the south; preach against the south and prophesy against the forest land, the South, *

47“and say to the forest of the South, ‘Hear the word of the LORD! Thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, RI will kindle a fire in you, and it shall devour Revery green tree and every dry tree in you; the blazing flame shall not be quenched, and all faces Rfrom the south to the north shall be scorched by it.

48“All flesh shall see that I, the LORD, have kindled it; it shall not be quenched.” ’ ”

49Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! They say of me, ‘Does he not speak parables?’ ”




CHAPTER 21

Sign of the Drawn Sword

1And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

2“Son of man, set your face toward Jerusalem, preach against the holy places, and prophesy against the land of Israel;

3“and say to the land of Israel, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Behold, I am against you, and I will draw My sword out of its sheath and cut off both righteous and wicked from you.

4“Because I will cut off both righteous and wicked from you, therefore My sword shall go out of its sheath against all flesh Rfrom south to north, 

5“that all flesh may know that I, the LORD, have drawn My sword out of its sheath; it shall not return anymore.” ’

6R“Sigh therefore, son of man, with a breaking heart, and sigh with bitterness before their eyes.

7“And it shall be when they say to you, ‘Why are you sighing?’ that you shall answer, ‘Because of the news; when it comes, every heart will melt, Rall hands will be feeble, every spirit will faint, and all knees will be weak as water. Behold, it is coming and shall be brought to pass, ’ says the Lord GOD.”

8Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

9“Son of man, prophesy and say, ‘Thus says the LORD!’ Say:

R‘A sword, a sword is sharpened

And also polished!

10Sharpened to make a dreadful slaughter, 

Polished to flash like lightning!

Should we then make mirth?

It despises the scepter of My son, 

As it does all wood.

11And He has given it to be polished, 

That it may be handled;

This sword is sharpened, and it is polished

To be given into the hand of the slayer.’

12“Cry and wail, son of man;

For it will be against My people, 

Against all the princes of Israel.

Terrors including the sword will be against My people;

Therefore Rstrike your thigh.

13“Because it is Ra testing, 

And what if the sword despises even the scepter?

The scepter shall be no more, ” says the Lord GOD.

14“You therefore, son of man, prophesy, 

And Rstrike your hands together.

The third time let the sword do double damage.

It is the sword that slays, 

The sword that slays the great men, 

That enters their private chambers.

15I have set the point of the sword against all their gates, 

That the heart may melt and many may stumble.

Ah! RIt is made bright;

It is grasped for slaughter:

16“SwordsR at the ready!

Thrust right!

Set your blade!

Thrust left—

Wherever your Tedge is ordered!

17“I also will Rbeat My fists together, 

And I will cause My fury to rest;

I, the LORD, have spoken.”

Sign of the Double Stroke of the Sword

18The word of the LORD came to me again, saying:

19“And son of man, appoint for yourself two ways for the sword of the king of Babylon to go; both of them shall go from the same land. Make a sign; put it at the head of the road to the city.

20“Appoint a road for the sword to go to RRabbah of the Ammonites, and to Judah, into fortified Jerusalem.

21“For the king of Babylon stands at the parting of the road, at the fork of the two roads, to use divination: he shakes the arrows, he consults the Timages, he looks at the liver.

22“In his right hand is the divination for Jerusalem: to set up battering rams, to call for a slaughter, to Rlift the voice with shouting, Rto set battering rams against the gates, to heap up a siege mound, and to build a wall.

23“And it will be to them like a false divination in the eyes of those who Rhave sworn oaths with them; but he will bring their iniquity to remembrance, that they may be taken.

24“Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Because you have made your iniquity to be remembered, in that your transgressions are uncovered, so that in all your doings your sins appear—because you have come to remembrance, you shall be taken in hand.

25‘Now to you, O Rprofane, wicked prince of Israel, Rwhose day has come, whose iniquity shall end, 

26‘thus says the Lord GOD:

“Remove the turban, and take off the crown;

Nothing shall remain the same.

RExalt the humble, and humble the exalted.

27Overthrown, overthrown, 

I will make it overthrown!

RIt shall be no longer, 

Until He comes whose right it is, 

And I will give it to RHim.” ’

28“And you, son of man, prophesy and say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD Rconcerning the Ammonites and concerning their reproach, ’ and say:

‘A sword, a sword is drawn, 

Polished for slaughter, 

For consuming, for flashing—

29While they Rsee false visions for you, 

While they divine a lie to you, 

To bring you on the necks of the wicked, the slain

RWhose day has come, 

Whose iniquity shall end.

30‘ReturnR it to its sheath.

RI will judge you

In the place where you were created, 

RIn the land of your nativity.

31I will Rpour out My indignation on you;

I will Rblow against you with the fire of My wrath, 

And deliver you into the hands of brutal men who are skillful to destroy.

32You shall be fuel for the fire;

Your blood shall be in the midst of the land.

You shall not be remembered, 

For I the LORD have spoken.’ ”




CHAPTER 22

Message of Judgment on Jerusalem

1Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

2“Now, son of man, Rwill you judge, will you judge Rthe bloody city? Yes, show her all her abominations!

3“Then say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “The city sheds Rblood in her own midst, that her time may come; and she makes idols within herself to defile herself.

4“You have become guilty by the blood which you have Rshed, and have defiled yourself with the idols which you have made. You have caused your days to draw near, and have come to the end of your years; Rtherefore I have made you a reproach to the nations, and a mockery to all countries.

5“Those near and those far from you will mock you as infamous and full of tumult.

6“Look, the princes of Israel: each one has used his power to shed blood in you.

7“In you they have made light of father and mother; in your midst they have oppressed the stranger; in you they have mistreated the fatherless and the widow.

8“You have despised My holy things and Rprofaned My Sabbaths.

9“In you are Rmen who slander to cause bloodshed; Rin you are those who eat on the mountains; in your midst they commit lewdness.

10“In you men uncover their fathers’ nakedness; in you they violate women who are set apart during their impurity.

11“One commits abomination with his neighbor’s wife; another lewdly defiles his daughter-in-law; and another in you violates his sister, his father’s Rdaughter.

12“In you Rthey take bribes to shed blood; Ryou take usury and increase; you have made profit from your neighbors by extortion, and Rhave forgotten Me, ” says the Lord GOD.

13“Behold, therefore, I Rbeat My fists at the dishonest profit which you have made, and at the bloodshed which has been in your midst.

14R“Can your heart endure, or can your hands remain strong, in the days when I shall deal with you? RI, the LORD, have spoken, and will do it.

15“I will scatter you among the nations, disperse you throughout the countries, and remove your filthiness completely from you.

16“You shall defile yourself in the sight of the nations; then Ryou shall know that I am the LORD.” ’ ”

17The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

18“Son of man, the house of Israel has become dross to Me; they are all bronze, tin, iron, and lead, in the midst of a furnace; they have become dross from silver.

19“Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Because you have all become dross, therefore behold, I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem.

20‘As men gather silver, bronze, iron, lead, and tin into the midst of a furnace, to blow fire on it, to Rmelt it; so I will gather you in My anger and in My fury, and I will leave you there and melt you.

21‘Yes, I will gather you and blow on you with the fire of My wrath, and you shall be melted in its midst.

22‘As silver is melted in the midst of a furnace, so shall you be melted in its midst; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have Rpoured out My fury on you.’ ”

23And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

24“Son of man, say to her: ‘You are a land that is Rnot cleansed* or rained on in the day of indignation.’

25“The conspiracy of her prophets* in her midst is like a roaring lion tearing the prey; they have devoured people; they have taken treasure and precious things; they have made many widows in her midst.

26R“Her priests have violated My law and profaned My holy things; they have not distinguished between the holy and unholy, nor have they made known the difference between the unclean and the clean; and they have hidden their eyes from My Sabbaths, so that I am profaned among them.

27“Her princes in her midst are like wolves tearing the prey, to shed blood, to destroy people, and to get dishonest gain.

28R“Her prophets plastered them with untempered mortar, Rseeing false visions, and divining Rlies for them, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, ’ when the LORD had not spoken.

29“The people of the land have used oppressions, committed robbery, and mistreated the poor and needy; and they wrongfully Roppress the stranger.

30“So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.

31“Therefore I have Rpoured out My indignation on them; I have consumed them with the fire of My wrath; and I have recompensed Rtheir deeds on their own heads, ” says the Lord GOD.




CHAPTER 23

Parable of Two Sisters

1The word of the LORD came again to me, saying:

2“Son of man, there were two women, 

The daughters of one mother.

3They committed harlotry in Egypt, 

They committed harlotry in their youth;

Their breasts were there embraced, 

Their virgin bosom was there pressed.

4Their names: Oholah* the elder and Oholibah* Rher sister;

RThey were Mine, 

And they bore sons and daughters.

As for their names, 

Samaria is Oholah, and Jerusalem is Oholibah.

5“Oholah played the harlot even though she was Mine;

And she lusted for her lovers, the neighboring Assyrians, 

6Who were clothed in purple, 

Captains and rulers, 

All of them desirable young men, 

Horsemen riding on horses.

7Thus she committed her harlotry with them, 

All of them choice men of Assyria;

And with all for whom she lusted, 

With all their idols, she defiled herself.

8She has never given up her harlotry brought Rfrom Egypt, 

For in her youth they had lain with her, 

Pressed her virgin bosom, 

And poured out their immorality upon her.

9“Therefore I have delivered her

Into the hand of her lovers, 

Into the hand of the RAssyrians, 

For whom she lusted.

10They uncovered her nakedness, 

Took away her sons and daughters, 

And slew her with the sword;

She became a byword among women, 

For they had executed judgment on her.

11“Now Ralthough her sister Oholibah saw this, Rshe became more corrupt in her lust than she, and in her harlotry more corrupt than her sister’s harlotry.

12“She lusted for the neighboring RAssyrians, 

RCaptains and rulers, 

Clothed most gorgeously, 

Horsemen riding on horses, 

All of them desirable young men.

13Then I saw that she was defiled;

Both took the same way.

14But she increased her harlotry;

She looked at men portrayed on the wall, 

Images of RChaldeans portrayed in vermilion, 

15Girded with belts around their waists, 

Flowing turbans on their heads, 

All of them looking like captains, 

In the manner of the Babylonians of Chaldea, 

The land of their nativity.

16RAs soon as her eyes saw them, 

She lusted for them

And sent Rmessengers to them in Chaldea.

17“Then the TBabylonians came to her, into the bed of love, 

And they defiled her with their immorality;

So she was defiled by them, and alienated herself from them.

18She revealed her harlotry and uncovered her nakedness.

Then RI Ralienated Myself from her, 

As I had alienated Myself from her sister.

19“Yet she multiplied her harlotry

In calling to remembrance the days of her youth, 

RWhen she had played the harlot in the land of Egypt.

20For she lusted for her Tparamours, 

Whose flesh is like the flesh of donkeys, 

And whose issue is like the issue of horses.

21Thus you called to remembrance the lewdness of your youth, 

When the REgyptians pressed your bosom

Because of your youthful breasts.

22“Therefore, Oholibah, thus says the Lord GOD:

R‘Behold, I will stir up your lovers against you, 

From whom you have alienated yourself, 

And I will bring them against you from every side:

23The Babylonians, 

All the Chaldeans, 

RPekod, Shoa, Koa, 

RAll the Assyrians with them, 

All of them desirable young men, 

Governors and rulers, 

Captains and men of renown, 

All of them riding on horses.

24And they shall come against you

With chariots, wagons, and war-horses, 

With a horde of people.

They shall array against you

Buckler, shield, and helmet all around.

‘I will delegate judgment to them, 

And they shall judge you according to their judgments.

25I will set My Rjealousy against you, 

And they shall deal furiously with you;

They shall remove your nose and your ears, 

And your remnant shall fall by the sword;

They shall take your sons and your daughters, 

And your remnant shall be devoured by fire.

26They shall also strip you of your clothes

And take away your beautiful jewelry.

27‘Thus RI will make you cease your lewdness and your Rharlotry

Brought from the land of Egypt, 

So that you will not lift your eyes to them, 

Nor remember Egypt anymore.’

28“For thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Surely I will deliver you into the hand of Rthose you hate, into the hand of those Rfrom whom you alienated yourself.

29R‘They will deal hatefully with you, take away all you have worked for, and Rleave you naked and bare. The nakedness of your harlotry shall be uncovered, both your lewdness and your harlotry.

30‘I will do these things to you because you have Rgone as a harlot after the Gentiles, because you have become defiled by their idols.

31‘You have walked in the way of your sister; therefore I will put her Rcup in your hand.’

32“Thus says the Lord GOD:

‘You shall drink of your sister’s cup, 

The deep and wide one;

RYou shall be laughed to scorn

And held in derision;

It contains much.

33You will be filled with drunkenness and sorrow, 

The cup of horror and desolation, 

The cup of your sister Samaria.

34You shall Rdrink and drain it, 

You shall break its Tshards, 

And tear at your own breasts;

For I have spoken, ’

Says the Lord GOD.

35“Therefore thus says the Lord GOD:

‘Because you have forgotten Me and cast Me behind your back, 

Therefore you shall bear the penalty

Of your lewdness and your harlotry.’ ”

36The LORD also said to me: “Son of man, will you judge Oholah and Oholibah? Then declare to them their abominations.

37“For they have committed adultery, and Rblood is on their hands. They have committed adultery with their idols, and even sacrificed their sons Rwhom they bore to Me, passing them through the fire, to devour them.

38“Moreover they have done this to Me: They have defiled My sanctuary on the same day and profaned My Sabbaths.

39“For after they had slain their children for their idols, on the same day they came into My sanctuary to profane it; and indeed Rthus they have done in the midst of My house.

40“Furthermore you sent for men to come from afar, Rto whom a messenger was sent; and there they came. And you washed yourself for them, painted your eyes, and adorned yourself with ornaments.

41“You sat on a stately Rcouch, with a table prepared before it, on which you had set My incense and My oil.

42“The sound of a carefree multitude was with her, and Sabeans were brought from the wilderness with men of the common sort, who put bracelets on their Twrists and beautiful crowns on their heads.

43“Then I said concerning her who had grown old in adulteries, ‘Will they commit harlotry with her now, and she with them?’

44“Yet they went in to her, as men go in to a woman who plays the harlot; thus they went in to Oholah and Oholibah, the lewd women.

45“But righteous men will Rjudge them after the manner of adulteresses, and after the manner of women who shed blood, because they are adulteresses, and Rblood is on their hands.

46“For thus says the Lord GOD: R‘Bring up an assembly against them, give them up to trouble and plunder.

47‘The assembly shall stone them with stones and execute them with their swords; they shall slay their sons and their daughters, and burn their houses with fire.

48‘Thus I will cause lewdness to cease from the land, that all women may be taught not to practice your lewdness.

49‘They shall repay you for your lewdness, and you shall Rpay for your idolatrous sins. RThen you shall know that I am the Lord GOD.’ ”




CHAPTER 24

Parable of the Boiling Pot

1Again, in the ninth year, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month, the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

2“Son of man, write down the name of the day, this very day—the king of Babylon started his siege against Jerusalem Rthis very day.

3R“And utter a parable to the rebellious house, and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

R“Put on a pot, set it on, 

And also pour water into it.

4Gather pieces of meat in it, 

Every good piece, 

The thigh and the shoulder.

Fill it with choice Tcuts;

5Take the choice of the flock.

Also pile fuel bones under it, 

Make it boil well, 

And let the cuts simmer in it.”

6‘Therefore thus says the Lord GOD:

“Woe to Rthe bloody city, 

To the pot whose scum is in it, 

And whose scum is not gone from it!

Bring it out piece by piece, 

On which no Rlot has fallen.

7For her blood is in her midst;

She set it on top of a rock;

RShe did not pour it on the ground, 

To cover it with dust.

8That it may raise up fury and take vengeance, 

RI have set her blood on top of a rock, 

That it may not be covered.”

9‘Therefore thus says the Lord GOD:

R“Woe to the bloody city!

I too will make the pyre great.

10Heap on the wood, 

Kindle the fire;

Cook the meat well, 

Mix in the spices, 

And let the cuts be burned up.

11“Then set the pot empty on the coals, 

That it may become hot and its bronze may burn, 

That its filthiness may be melted in it, 

That its scum may be consumed.

12She has Tgrown weary with Tlies, 

And her great scum has not gone from her.

Let her scum be in the fire!

13In your Rfilthiness is lewdness.

Because I have cleansed you, and you were not cleansed, 

You will Rnot be cleansed of your filthiness anymore, 

RTill I have caused My fury to rest upon you.

14RI, the LORD, have spoken it;

RIt shall come to pass, and I will do it;

I will not hold back, 

RNor will I spare, 

Nor will I relent;

According to your ways

And according to your deeds

They* will judge you, ”

Says the Lord GOD.’ ”

Sign Through the Death of Ezekiel’s Wife

15Also the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

16“Son of man, behold, I take away from you the desire of your eyes with one stroke; yet you shall Rneither mourn nor weep, nor shall your tears run down.

17“Sigh in silence, Rmake no mourning for the dead; Rbind your turban on your head, and put your sandals on your feet; Rdo not cover your lips, and do not eat man’s bread of sorrow.”

18So I spoke to the people in the morning, and at evening my wife died; and the next morning I did as I was commanded.

19And the people said to me, R“Will you not tell us what these things signify to us, that you behave so?”

20Then I answered them, “The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

21‘Speak to the house of Israel, “Thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Behold, RI will profane My sanctuary, your arrogant boast, the desire of your eyes, the delight of your soul; and your sons and daughters whom you left behind shall fall by the sword.

22‘And you shall do as I have done; Ryou shall not cover your Tlips nor eat man’s bread of sorrow.

23‘Your turbans shall be on your heads and your sandals on your feet; Ryou shall neither mourn nor weep, but Ryou shall pine away in your iniquities and mourn with one another.

24‘Thus REzekiel is a sign to you; according to all that he has done you shall do; Rand when this comes, Ryou shall know that I am the Lord GOD.’ ”

25‘And you, son of man—will it not be in the day when I take from them their stronghold, their joy and their glory, the desire of their eyes, and that on which they set their minds, their sons and their daughters:

26‘ that on that day one who escapes will come to you to let you hear it with your ears?

27R‘On that day your mouth will be opened to him who has escaped; you shall speak and no longer be mute. Thus you will be a sign to them, and they shall know that I am the LORD.’ ”




CHAPTER 25

Judgment on Ammon

1The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, set your face against the Ammonites, and prophesy against them.

3“Say to the Ammonites, ‘Hear the word of the Lord GOD! Thus says the Lord GOD: R“Because you said, ‘Aha!’ against My sanctuary when it was profaned, and against the land of Israel when it was desolate, and against the house of Judah when they went into captivity, 

4“indeed, therefore, I will deliver you as a possession to the Tmen of the East, and they shall set their encampments among you and make their dwellings among you; they shall eat your fruit, and they shall drink your milk.

5“And I will make RRabbah Ra stable for camels and Ammon a resting place for flocks. RThen you shall know that I am the LORD.”

6‘For thus says the Lord GOD: “Because you Rclapped your hands, stamped your feet, and Rrejoiced in heart with all your disdain for the land of Israel, 

7“indeed, therefore, I will Rstretch out My hand against you, and give you as plunder to the nations; I will cut you off from the peoples, and I will cause you to perish from the countries; I will destroy you, and you shall know that I am the LORD.”

Judgment on Moab

8‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Because RMoab and Seir say, ‘Look! The house of Judah is like all the nations, ’

9“therefore, behold, I will clear the territory of Moab of cities, of the cities on its frontier, the glory of the country, Beth Jeshimoth, Baal Meon, and Kirjathaim.

10R“To the men of the East I will give it as a possession, together with the Ammonites, that the Ammonites may not be remembered among the nations.

11“And I will execute judgments upon Moab, and they shall know that I am the LORD.”

Judgment on Edom

12‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Because of what Edom did against the house of Judah by taking vengeance, and has greatly offended by avenging itself on them, ”

13‘therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “I will also stretch out My hand against Edom, cut off man and beast from it, and make it desolate from Teman; TDedan shall fall by the sword.

14R“I will lay My vengeance on Edom by the hand of My people Israel, that they may do in Edom according to My anger and according to My fury; and they shall know My vengeance, ” says the Lord GOD.

Judgment on Philistia

15‘Thus says the Lord GOD: R“Because the Philistines dealt vengefully and took vengeance with a spiteful heart, to destroy because of the old hatred, ”

16‘therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “I will stretch out My hand against the Philistines, and I will cut off the Cherethites and destroy the remnant of the seacoast.

17“I will Rexecute great vengeance on them with furious rebukes; Rand they shall know that I am the LORD, when I lay My vengeance upon them.” ’ ”




CHAPTER 26

Destruction of Tyre

1And it came to pass in the eleventh year, on the first day of the month, that the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

2“Son of man, Rbecause Tyre has said against Jerusalem, R‘Aha! She is broken who was the gateway of the peoples; now she is turned over to me; I shall be filled; she is laid waste.’

3“Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Behold, I am against you, O Tyre, and will cause many nations to come up against you, as the sea causes its waves to come up.

4‘And they shall destroy the walls of Tyre and break down her towers; I will also scrape her dust from her, and Rmake her like the top of a rock.

5‘It shall be a place for spreading nets Rin the midst of the sea, for I have spoken, ’ says the Lord GOD; ‘it shall become plunder for the nations.

6‘Also her daughter villages which are in the fields shall be slain by the sword. Then they shall know that I am the LORD.’

7“For thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Behold, I will bring against Tyre from the north Nebuchadnezzar* king of Babylon, king of kings, with horses, with chariots, and with horsemen, and an army with many people.

8‘He will slay with the sword your daughter villages in the fields; he will Rheap up a siege mound against you, build a wall against you, and raise a Tdefense against you.

9‘He will direct his battering rams against your walls, and with his axes he will break down your towers.

10‘Because of the abundance of his horses, their dust will cover you; your walls will shake at the noise of the horsemen, the wagons, and the chariots, when he enters your gates, as men enter a city that has been breached.

11‘With the hooves of his Rhorses he will trample all your streets; he will slay your people by the sword, and your strong pillars will fall to the ground.

12‘They will plunder your riches and pillage your merchandise; they will break down your walls and destroy your pleasant houses; they will lay your stones, your timber, and your soil in the midst of the water.

13R‘I will put an end to the sound of Ryour songs, and the sound of your harps shall be heard no more.

14‘I will make you like the top of a rock; you shall be a place for spreading nets, and you shall never be rebuilt, for I the LORD have spoken, ’ says the Lord GOD.

15“Thus says the Lord GOD to Tyre: ‘Will the coastlands not shake at the sound of your fall, when the wounded cry, when slaughter is made in the midst of you?

16‘Then all the Rprinces of the sea will Rcome down from their thrones, lay aside their robes, and take off their embroidered garments; they will clothe themselves with trembling; Rthey will sit on the ground, Rtremble every moment, and be astonished at you.

17‘And they will take up a Rlamentation for you, and say to you:

“How you have perished, 

O one inhabited by seafaring men, 

O renowned city, 

Who was Rstrong at sea, 

She and her inhabitants, 

Who caused their terror to be on all her inhabitants!

18Now Rthe coastlands tremble on the day of your fall;

Yes, the coastlands by the sea are troubled at your departure.” ’

19“For thus says the Lord GOD: ‘When I make you a desolate city, like cities that are not inhabited, when I bring the deep upon you, and great waters cover you, 

20‘then I will bring you down with those who descend into the Pit, to the people of old, and I will make you dwell in the lowest part of the earth, in places desolate from antiquity, with those who go down to the Pit, so that you may never be inhabited; and I shall establish glory in the land of the living.

21R‘I will make you a terror, and you shall be no more; Rthough you are sought for, you will never be found again, ’ says the Lord GOD.”




CHAPTER 27

Lament over Tyre

1The word of the LORD came again to me, saying, 

2“Now, son of man, Rtake up a lamentation for Tyre, 

3“and say to Tyre, R‘You who are situated at the entrance of the sea, Rmerchant of the peoples on many coastlands, thus says the Lord GOD:

“O Tyre, you have said, 

R‘I am perfect in beauty.’

4Your borders are in the midst of the seas.

Your builders have perfected your beauty.

5They Tmade all your planks of fir trees from RSenir;

They took a cedar from Lebanon to make you a mast.

6Of Roaks from Bashan they made your oars;

The company of Ashurites have inlaid your planks

With ivory from the coasts of Cyprus.*

7Fine embroidered linen from Egypt was what you spread for your sail;

Blue and purple from the coasts of Elishah was what covered you.

8“Inhabitants of Sidon and Arvad were your oarsmen;

Your wise men, O Tyre, were in you;

They became your pilots.

9Elders of RGebal and its wise men

Were in you to caulk your seams;

All the ships of the sea

And their oarsmen were in you

To market your merchandise.

10“Those from Persia, Lydia, * and Libya*

Were in your army as men of war;

They hung shield and helmet in you;

They gave splendor to you.

11Men of Arvad with your army were on your walls all around, 

And the men of Gammad were in your towers;

They hung their shields on your walls all around;

They made your beauty perfect.

12“Tarshish was your merchant because of your many luxury goods. They gave you silver, iron, tin, and lead for your goods.

13“Javan, Tubal, and Meshech were your traders. They bartered human lives and vessels of bronze for your merchandise.

14“Those from the house of RTogarmah traded for your wares with horses, steeds, and mules.

15“The men of RDedan were your traders; many isles were the market of your hand. They brought you ivory tusks and ebony as payment.

16“Syria was your merchant because of the abundance of goods you made. They gave you for your wares emeralds, purple, embroidery, fine linen, corals, and rubies.

17“Judah and the land of Israel were your traders. They traded for your merchandise wheat of RMinnith, millet, honey, oil, and Rbalm.

18“Damascus was your merchant because of the abundance of goods you made, because of your many luxury items, with the wine of Helbon and with white wool.

19“Dan and Javan paid for your wares, Ttraversing back and forth. Wrought iron, cassia, and cane were among your merchandise.

20R“Dedan was your merchant in saddlecloths for riding.

21“Arabia and all the princes of Kedar were your regular merchants. They traded with you in lambs, rams, and goats.

22“The merchants of RSheba and Raamah were your merchants. They traded for your wares the choicest spices, all kinds of precious stones, and gold.

23R“Haran, Canneh, Eden, the merchants of RSheba, Assyria, and Chilmad were your merchants.

24“These were your merchants in choice items—in purple clothes, in embroidered garments, in chests of multicolored apparel, in sturdy woven cords, which were in your marketplace.

25“The Rships of Tarshish were carriers of your merchandise.

You were filled and very glorious Rin the midst of the seas.

26Your oarsmen brought you into many waters, 

But Rthe east wind broke you in the midst of the seas.

27“Your Rriches, wares, and merchandise, 

Your mariners and pilots, 

Your caulkers and merchandisers, 

All your men of war who are in you, 

And the entire company which is in your midst, 

Will fall into the midst of the seas on the day of your ruin.

28The common-land will shake at the sound of the cry of your pilots.

29“All Rwho handle the oar, 

The mariners, 

All the pilots of the sea

Will come down from their ships and stand on the Tshore.

30They will make their voice heard because of you;

They will cry bitterly and Rcast dust on their heads;

They Rwill roll about in ashes;

31They will Rshave themselves completely bald because of you, 

Gird themselves with sackcloth, 

And weep for you

With bitterness of heart and bitter wailing.

32In their wailing for you

They will Rtake up a lamentation, 

And lament for you:

R‘What city is like Tyre, 

Destroyed in the midst of the sea?

33‘WhenR your wares went out by sea, 

You satisfied many people;

You enriched the kings of the earth

With your many luxury goods and your merchandise.

34But Ryou are broken by the seas in the depths of the waters;

Your merchandise and the entire company will fall in your midst.

35RAll the inhabitants of the isles will be astonished at you;

Their kings will be greatly afraid, 

And their countenance will be troubled.

36The merchants among the peoples Rwill hiss at you;

You will become a horror, and be no Rmore forever.’ ” ’ ”




CHAPTER 28

Fall of the Prince of Tyre

1The word of the LORD came to me again, saying, 

2“Son of man, say to the prince of Tyre, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

“Because your heart is lifted up, 

And Ryou say, ‘I am a god, 

I sit in the seat of gods, 

RIn the midst of the seas, ’

RYet you are a man, and not a god, 

Though you set your heart as the heart of a god

3(Behold, Ryou are wiser than Daniel!

There is no secret that can be hidden from you!

4With your wisdom and your understanding

You have gained Rriches for yourself, 

And gathered gold and silver into your treasuries;

5RBy your great wisdom in trade you have increased your riches, 

And your heart is lifted up because of your riches), ”

6‘Therefore thus says the Lord GOD:

“Because you have set your heart as the heart of a god, 

7Behold, therefore, I will bring Rstrangers against you, 

RThe most terrible of the nations;

And they shall draw their swords against the beauty of your wisdom, 

And defile your splendor.

8They shall throw you down into the RPit, 

And you shall die the death of the slain

In the midst of the seas.

9“Will you still Rsay before him who slays you, 

‘I am a god’?

But you shall be a man, and not a god, 

In the hand of him who slays you.

10You shall die the death of Rthe uncircumcised

By the hand of aliens;

For I have spoken, ” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

11Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

12“Son of man, Rtake up a lamentation for the king of Tyre, and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

“You were the seal of perfection, 

Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.

13You were in REden, the garden of God;

Every precious stone was your covering:

The sardius, topaz, and diamond, 

Beryl, onyx, and jasper, 

Sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with gold.

The workmanship of Ryour timbrels and pipes

Was prepared for you on the day you were created.

14“You were the anointed Rcherub who covers;

I established you;

You were on Rthe holy mountain of God;

You walked back and forth in the midst of fiery stones.

15You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, 

Till Riniquity was found in you.

16“By the abundance of your trading

You became filled with violence within, 

And you sinned;

Therefore I cast you as a profane thing

Out of the mountain of God;

And I destroyed you, RO covering cherub, 

From the midst of the fiery stones.

17“Your Rheart was Tlifted up because of your beauty;

You corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor;

I cast you to the ground, 

I laid you before kings, 

That they might gaze at you.

18“You defiled your sanctuaries

By the multitude of your iniquities, 

By the iniquity of your trading;

Therefore I brought fire from your midst;

It devoured you, 

And I turned you to ashes upon the earth

In the sight of all who saw you.

19All who knew you among the peoples are astonished at you;

RYou have become a horror, 

And shall be no more forever.” ’ ”

Judgment on Sidon

20Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

21“Son of man, Rset your face toward Sidon, and prophesy against her, 

22“and say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

R“Behold, I am against you, O Sidon;

I will be glorified in your midst;

And Rthey shall know that I am the LORD, 

When I execute judgments in her and am Rhallowed in her.

23RFor I will send pestilence upon her, 

And blood in her streets;

The wounded shall be judged in her midst

By the sword against her on every side;

Then they shall know that I am the LORD.

24“And there shall no longer be a pricking brier or Ra painful thorn for the house of Israel from among all who are around them, who despise them. Then they shall know that I am the Lord GOD.”

25‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “When I have gathered the house of Israel from the peoples among whom they are scattered, and am hallowed in them in the sight of the Gentiles, then they will dwell in their own land which I gave to My servant Jacob.

26“And they will Rdwell safely there, Rbuild houses, and Rplant vineyards; yes, they will dwell securely, when I execute judgments on all those around them who despise them. Then they shall know that I am the LORD their God.” ’ ”




CHAPTER 29

Egypt to Be Desolate

1In the tenth year, in the tenth month, on the twelfth day of the month, the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

2“Son of man, Rset your face against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and prophesy against him, and against all Egypt.

3“Speak, and say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

R“Behold, I am against you, 

O Pharaoh king of Egypt, 

O great Rmonster who lies in the midst of his rivers, 

RWho has said, ‘My River* is my own;

I have made it for myself.’

4But RI will put hooks in your jaws, 

And cause the fish of your rivers to stick to your scales;

I will bring you up out of the midst of your rivers, 

And all the fish in your rivers will stick to your scales.

5I will leave you in the wilderness, 

You and all the fish of your rivers;

You shall fall on the open field;

RYou shall not be picked up or gathered.*

RI have given you as food

To the beasts of the field

And to the birds of the heavens.

6“Then all the inhabitants of Egypt

Shall know that I am the LORD, 

Because they have been a Rstaff of reed to the house of Israel.

7RWhen they took hold of you with the hand, 

You broke and tore all their shoulders;*

When they leaned on you, 

You broke and made all their backs quiver.”

8‘Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “Surely I will bring a sword upon you and cut off from you man and beast.

9“And the land of Egypt shall become desolate and waste; then they will know that I am the LORD, because he said, ‘The River is mine, and I have made it.’

10“Indeed, therefore, I am against you and against your rivers, Rand I will make the land of Egypt utterly waste and desolate, Rfrom Migdol* to Syene, as far as the border of Ethiopia.

11“Neither foot of man shall pass through it nor foot of beast pass through it, and it shall be uninhabited forty years.

12R“I will make the land of Egypt desolate in the midst of the countries that are desolate; and among the cities that are laid waste, her cities shall be desolate forty years; and I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations and disperse them throughout the countries.”

13‘Yet, thus says the Lord GOD: “At the Rend of forty years I will gather the Egyptians from the peoples among whom they were scattered.

14“I will bring back the captives of Egypt and cause them to return to the land of Pathros, to the land of their origin, and there they shall be a lowly kingdom.

15“It shall be the lowliest of kingdoms; it shall never again exalt itself above the nations, for I will diminish them so that they will not rule over the nations anymore.

16“No longer shall it be Rthe confidence of the house of Israel, but will remind them of their iniquity when they turned to follow them. Then they shall know that I am the Lord GOD.” ’ ”

Egypt to Be Taken by Babylon

17And it came to pass in the twenty-seventh year, in the first month, on the first day of the month, that the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

18“Son of man, RNebuchadnezzar king of Babylon caused his army to labor strenuously against Tyre; every head was made Rbald, and every shoulder rubbed raw; yet neither he nor his army received wages from Tyre, for the labor which they expended on it.

19“Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Surely I will give the land of Egypt to RNebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; he shall take away her wealth, carry off her spoil, and remove her pillage; and that will be the wages for his army.

20‘I have given him the land of Egypt for his labor, because they Rworked for Me, ’ says the Lord GOD.

21‘In that day I will cause the horn of the house of Israel to spring forth, and I will open your mouth to speak in their midst. Then they shall know that I am the LORD.’ ”




CHAPTER 30

Egypt to Be Destroyed

1The word of the LORD came to me again, saying, 

2“Son of man, prophesy and say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

R“Wail, ‘Woe to the day!’

3For Rthe day is near, 

Even the day of the LORD is near;

It will be a day of clouds, the time of the Gentiles.

4The sword shall come upon Egypt, 

And great anguish shall be in Ethiopia, 

When the slain fall in Egypt, 

And they take away her wealth, 

And her foundations are broken down.

5“Ethiopia, Libya, * Lydia, * Rall the mingled people, Chub, and the men of the lands who are allied, shall fall with them by the sword.”

6‘Thus says the LORD:

“Those who uphold Egypt shall fall, 

And the pride of her power shall come down.

RFrom TMigdol to Syene

Those within her shall fall by the sword, ”

Says the Lord GOD.

7“TheyR shall be desolate in the midst of the desolate countries, 

And her cities shall be in the midst of the cities that are laid waste.

8Then they will know that I am the LORD, 

When I have set a fire in Egypt

And all her helpers are destroyed.

9On that day Rmessengers shall go forth from Me in ships

To make the Tcareless Ethiopians afraid, 

And great anguish shall come upon them, 

As on the day of Egypt;

For indeed it is coming!”

10‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

R“I will also make a multitude of Egypt to cease

By the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon.

11He and his people with him, Rthe most terrible of the nations, 

Shall be brought to destroy the land;

They shall draw their swords against Egypt, 

And fill the land with the slain.

12RI will make the rivers dry, 

And Rsell the land into the hand of the wicked;

I will make the land waste, and all that is in it, 

By the hand of aliens.

I, the LORD, have spoken.”

13‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

“I will also Rdestroy the idols, 

And cause the images to cease from Noph;*

RThere shall no longer be princes from the land of Egypt;

I will put fear in the land of Egypt.

14I will make RPathros desolate, 

Set fire to RZoan, 

And execute judgments in No.*

15I will pour My fury on Sin, * the strength of Egypt;

I will cut off the multitude of No, 

16And Rset a fire in Egypt;

Sin shall have great pain, 

No shall be split open, 

And Noph shall be in distress daily.

17The young men of Aven* and Pi Beseth shall fall by the sword, 

And these cities shall go into captivity.

18RAt Tehaphnehes* the day shall also be darkened, *

When I break the yokes of Egypt there.

And her arrogant strength shall cease in her;

As for her, a cloud shall cover her, 

And her daughters shall go into captivity.

19Thus I will Rexecute judgments on Egypt, 

Then they shall know that I am the LORD.” ’ ”

20And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first month, on the seventh day of the month, that the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

21“Son of man, I have Rbroken the arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and see, Rit has not been bandaged for healing, nor a Tsplint put on to bind it, to make it strong enough to hold a sword.

22“Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Surely I am against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and will break his arms, both the strong one and the one that was broken; and I will make the sword fall out of his hand.

23R‘I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and disperse them throughout the countries.

24‘I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon and put My sword in his hand; but I will break Pharaoh’s arms, and he will groan before him with the groanings of a mortally wounded man.

25‘Thus I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, but the arms of Pharaoh shall fall down; Rthey shall know that I am the LORD, when I put My sword into the hand of the king of Babylon and he stretches it out against the land of Egypt.

26R‘I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations and disperse them throughout the countries. Then they shall know that I am the LORD.’ ”




CHAPTER 31

Egypt Is Cut Down Like Assyria

1Now it came to pass in the Releventh year, in the third month, on the first day of the month, that the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

2“Son of man, say to Pharaoh king of Egypt and to his multitude:

‘Whom are you like in your greatness?

3RIndeed Assyria was a cedar in Lebanon, 

With fine branches that shaded the forest, 

And of high stature;

And its top was among the thick boughs.

4RThe waters made it grow;

Underground waters gave it height, 

With their rivers running around the place where it was planted, 

And sent out Trivulets to all the trees of the field.

5‘Therefore Rits height was exalted above all the trees of the field;

Its boughs were multiplied, 

And its branches became long because of the abundance of water, 

As it sent them out.

6All the Rbirds of the heavens made their nests in its boughs;

Under its branches all the beasts of the field brought forth their young;

And in its shadow all great nations Tmade their home.

7‘Thus it was beautiful in greatness and in the length of its branches, 

Because its roots reached to abundant waters.

8The cedars in the Rgarden of God could not hide it;

The fir trees were not like its boughs, 

And the chestnut* trees were not like its branches;

No tree in the garden of God was like it in beauty.

9I made it beautiful with a multitude of branches, 

So that all the trees of Eden envied it, 

That were in the garden of God.’

10“Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Because you have increased in height, and it set its top among the thick boughs, and its heart was Tlifted up in its height, 

11‘therefore I will deliver it into the hand of the Rmighty one of the nations, and he shall surely deal with it; I have driven it out for its wickedness.

12‘And aliens, Rthe most terrible of the nations, have cut it down and left it; its branches have fallen on the mountains and in all the valleys; its boughs lie broken by all the rivers of the land; and all the peoples of the earth have gone from under its shadow and left it.

13‘On Rits ruin will remain all the birds of the heavens, 

And all the beasts of the field will come to its branches—

14‘So that no trees by the waters may ever again exalt themselves for their height, nor set their tops among the thick boughs, that no tree which drinks water may ever be high enough to reach up to them.

‘For Rthey have all been delivered to death, 

RTo the depths of the earth, 

Among the children of men who go down to the Pit.’

15“Thus says the Lord GOD: ‘In the day when it Rwent down to Thell, I caused mourning. I covered the deep because of it. I restrained its rivers, and the great waters were held back. I caused Lebanon to mourn for it, and all the trees of the field wilted because of it.

16‘I made the nations shake at the sound of its fall, when I cast it down to hell together with those who descend into the Pit; and all the trees of Eden, the choice and best of Lebanon, all that drink water, were comforted in the depths of the earth.

17‘They also went down to hell with it, with those slain by the sword; and those who were its strong arm Rdwelt in its shadows among the nations.

18‘To which of the trees in Eden will you then be likened in glory and greatness? Yet you shall be brought down with the trees of Eden to the depths of the earth; you shall lie in the midst of the uncircumcised, with those slain by the sword. This is Pharaoh and all his multitude, ’ says the Lord GOD.”




CHAPTER 32

Egypt Is Lamented

1And it came to pass in the twelfth year, in the Rtwelfth month, on the first day of the month, that the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

2“Son of man, take up a lamentation for Pharaoh king of Egypt, and say to him:

R‘You are like a young lion among the nations, 

And you are like a monster in the seas, 

Bursting forth in your rivers, 

Troubling the waters with your feet, 

And Rfouling their rivers.

3‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

“I will therefore spread My net over you with a company of many people, 

And they will draw you up in My net.

4Then RI will leave you on the land;

I will cast you out on the open fields, 

RAnd cause to settle on you all the birds of the heavens.

And with you I will fill the beasts of the whole earth.

5I will lay your flesh on the mountains, 

And fill the valleys with your carcass.

6“I will also water the land with the flow of your blood, 

Even to the mountains;

And the riverbeds will be full of you.

7When I put out your light, 

RI will cover the heavens, and make its stars dark;

I will cover the sun with a cloud, 

And the moon shall not give her light.

8All the Tbright lights of the heavens I will make dark over you, 

And bring darkness upon your land, ”

Says the Lord GOD.

9‘I will also trouble the hearts of many peoples, when I bring your destruction among the nations, into the countries which you have not known.

10‘Yes, I will make many peoples astonished at you, and their kings shall be horribly afraid of you when I brandish My sword before them; and Rthey shall tremble every moment, every man for his own life, in the day of your fall.

11R‘For thus says the Lord GOD: “The sword of the king of Babylon shall come upon you.

12“By the swords of the mighty warriors, all of them the most terrible of the nations, I will cause your multitude to fall.

“They shall plunder the pomp of Egypt, 

And all its multitude shall be destroyed.

13Also I will destroy all its animals

From beside its great waters;

RThe foot of man shall muddy them no more, 

Nor shall the hooves of animals muddy them.

14Then I will make their waters clear, 

And make their rivers run like oil, ”

Says the Lord GOD.

15“When I make the land of Egypt desolate, 

And the country is destitute of all that once filled it, 

When I strike all who dwell in it, 

RThen they shall know that I am the LORD.

16“This is the Rlamentation

With which they shall lament her;

The daughters of the nations shall lament her;

They shall lament for her, for Egypt, 

And for all her multitude, ”

Says the Lord GOD.’”

Egypt in Sheol

17It came to pass also in the twelfth year, on the fifteenth day of the month, that the word of the LORD came to me, saying:

18“Son of man, wail over the multitude of Egypt, 

And Rcast them down to the depths of the earth, 

Her and the daughters of the famous nations, 

With those who go down to the Pit:

19‘Whom do you surpass in beauty?

RGo down, be placed with the uncircumcised.’

20“They shall fall in the midst of those slain by the sword;

She is delivered to the sword, 

Drawing her and all her multitudes.

21RThe strong among the mighty

Shall speak to him out of the midst of hell

With those who help him:

‘They have Rgone down, 

They lie with the uncircumcised, slain by the sword.’

22“Assyria is there, and all her company, 

With their graves all around her, 

All of them slain, fallen by the sword.

23RHer graves are set in the recesses of the Pit, 

And her company is all around her grave, 

All of them slain, fallen by the sword, 

Who Rcaused terror in the land of the living.

24“There is RElam and all her multitude, 

All around her grave, 

All of them slain, fallen by the sword, 

Who have gone down uncircumcised to the lower parts of the earth, 

RWho caused their terror in the land of the living;

Now they bear their shame with those who go down to the Pit.

25They have set her Rbed in the midst of the slain, 

With all her multitude, 

With her graves all around it, 

All of them uncircumcised, slain by the sword;

Though their terror was caused

In the land of the living, 

Yet they bear their shame

With those who go down to the Pit;

It was put in the midst of the slain.

26“There are RMeshech and Tubal and all their multitudes, 

With all their graves around it, 

All of them Runcircumcised, slain by the sword, 

Though they caused their terror in the land of the living.

27RThey do not lie with the mighty

Who are fallen of the uncircumcised, 

Who have gone down to hell with their weapons of war;

They have laid their swords under their heads, 

But their iniquities will be on their bones, 

Because of the terror of the mighty in the land of the living.

28Yes, you shall be broken in the midst of the uncircumcised, 

And lie with those slain by the sword.

29“There is REdom, 

Her kings and all her princes, 

Who despite their might

Are laid beside those slain by the sword;

They shall lie with the uncircumcised, 

And with those who go down to the Pit.

30There are the princes of the north, 

All of them, and all the RSidonians, 

Who have gone down with the slain

In shame at the terror which they caused by their might;

They lie uncircumcised with those slain by the sword, 

And bear their shame with those who go down to the Pit.

31“Pharaoh will see them

And be Rcomforted over all his multitude, 

Pharaoh and all his army, 

Slain by the sword, ”

Says the Lord GOD.

32“For I have caused My terror in the land of the living;

And he shall be placed in the midst of the uncircumcised

With those slain by the sword, 

Pharaoh and all his multitude, ”

Says the Lord GOD.




CHAPTER 33

The Appointment of Ezekiel as Watchman

1Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

2“Son of man, speak to Rthe children of your people, and say to them: ‘When I bring the sword upon a land, and the people of the land take a man from their territory and make him their watchman, 

3‘when he sees the sword coming upon the land, if he blows the trumpet and warns the people, 

4‘then whoever hears the sound of the trumpet and does not take warning, if the sword comes and takes him away, Rhis blood shall be on his own head. 

5‘He heard the sound of the trumpet, but did not take warning; his blood shall be upon himself. But he who takes warning will Tsave his life.

6‘But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet, and the people are not warned, and the sword comes and takes any person from among them, Rhe is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at the watchman’s hand.’

7R“So you, son of man: I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore you shall hear a word from My mouth and warn them for Me.

8“When I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked man, you shall surely die!’ and you do not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand.

9“Nevertheless if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your soul.

10“Therefore you, O son of man, say to the house of Israel: ‘Thus you say, “If our transgressions and our sins lie upon us, and we RpineT away in them, Rhow can we then live?” ’

11“Say to them: ‘As I live, ’ says the Lord GOD, R‘I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked Rturn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For Rwhy should you die, O house of Israel?’

12“Therefore you, O son of man, say to the children of your people: ‘The Rrighteousness of the righteous man shall not deliver him in the day of his transgression; as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall because of it in the day that he turns from his wickedness; nor shall the righteous be able to live because of his righteousness in the day that he sins.’

13“When I say to the righteous that he shall surely live, Rbut he trusts in his own righteousness and commits iniquity, none of his righteous works shall be remembered; but because of the iniquity that he has committed, he shall die.

14“Again, when I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die, ’ if he turns from his sin and does Twhat is lawful and right, 

15“if the wicked restores the pledge, gives back what he has stolen, and walks in the statutes of life without committing iniquity, he shall surely live; he shall not die.

16R“None of his sins which he has committed shall be remembered against him; he has done what is lawful and right; he shall surely live.

17R“Yet the children of your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not fair.’ But it is their way which is not fair!

18R“When the righteous turns from his righteousness and commits iniquity, he shall die because of it.

19“But when the wicked turns from his wickedness and does what is lawful and right, he shall live because of it.

20“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not fair.’ O house of Israel, I will judge every one of you according to his own ways.”

21And it came to pass in the twelfth year Rof our captivity, in the tenth month, on the fifth day of the month, that one who had escaped from Jerusalem came to me and said, “The city has been captured!”

22Now Rthe hand of the LORD had been upon me the evening before the man came who had escaped. And He had Ropened my mouth; so when he came to me in the morning, my mouth was opened, and I was no longer mute.

23Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying:

24“Son of man, they who inhabit those ruins in the land of Israel are saying, R‘Abraham was only one, and he inherited the land. But we are many; the land has been given to us as a possession.’

25“Therefore say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: R“You eat meat with blood, you Rlift up your eyes toward your idols, and shed blood. Should you then possess the land?

26“You rely on your sword, you commit abominations, and you defile one another’s wives. Should you then possess the land?” ’

27“Say thus to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “As I live, surely Rthose who are in the ruins shall fall by the sword, and the one who is in the open field RI will give to the beasts to be devoured, and those who are in the strongholds and Rcaves shall die of the pestilence.

28R“For I will make the land most desolate, her arrogant strength shall cease, and the mountains of Israel shall be so desolate that no one will pass through.

29“Then they shall know that I am the LORD, when I have made the land most desolate because of all their abominations which they have committed.” ’

30“As for you, son of man, the children of your people are talking about you beside the walls and in the doors of the houses; and they speak to one another, everyone saying to his brother, ‘Please come and hear what the word is that comes from the LORD.’

31“So they come to you as people do, they sit before you as My people, and they Rhear your words, but they do not do them; for with their mouth they show much love, but their hearts pursue their own gain.

32“Indeed you are to them as a very lovely song of one who has a pleasant voice and can play well on an instrument; for they hear your words, but they do not do them.

33R“And when this comes to pass—surely it will come—then they will know that a prophet has been among them.”




CHAPTER 34

The False Shepherds

1And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

2“Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD to the shepherds: R“Woe to the shepherds of Israel who feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flocks?

3R“You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool; you slaughter the fatlings, but you do not feed the flock.

4R“The weak you have not strengthened, nor have you healed those who were sick, nor bound up the broken, nor brought back what was driven away, nor Rsought what was lost; but with Rforce and cruelty you have ruled them.

5R“So they were Rscattered because there was no shepherd; Rand they became food for all the beasts of the field when they were scattered.

6“My sheep Rwandered through all the mountains, and on every high hill; yes, My flock was scattered over the whole face of the earth, and no one was seeking or searching for them.”

7‘Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD:

8“As I live, ” says the Lord GOD, “surely because My flock became a prey, and My flock Rbecame food for every beast of the field, because there was no shepherd, nor did My shepherds search for My flock, Rbut the shepherds fed themselves and did not feed My flock”—

9‘therefore, O shepherds, hear the word of the LORD!

10‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, I am against the shepherds, and RI will require My flock at their hand; I will cause them to cease feeding the sheep, and the shepherds shall feed themselves no more; for I will deliver My flock from their mouths, that they may no longer be food for them.”

The True Shepherd

11‘For thus says the Lord GOD: “Indeed I Myself will search for My sheep and seek them out.

12“As a Rshepherd seeks out his flock on the day he is among his scattered sheep, so will I seek out My sheep and deliver them from all the places where they were scattered on a cloudy and dark day.

13“And RI will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them to their own land; I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, Tin the valleys and in all the inhabited places of the country.

14R“I will feed them in good pasture, and their fold shall be on the high mountains of Israel. RThere they shall lie down in a good fold and feed in rich pasture on the mountains of Israel.

15“I will feed My flock, and I will make them lie down, ” says the Lord GOD.

16R“I will seek what was lost and bring back what was driven away, bind up the broken and strengthen what was sick; but I will destroy Rthe fat and the strong, and feed them in judgment.”

17‘And as for you, O My flock, thus says the Lord GOD: R“Behold, I shall judge between sheep and sheep, between rams and goats.

18“Is it too little for you to have eaten up the good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the residue of your pasture—and to have drunk of the clear waters, that you must foul the residue with your feet?

19“And as for My flock, they eat what you have trampled with your feet, and they drink what you have fouled with your feet.”

20‘Therefore thus says the Lord GOD to them: R“Behold, I Myself will judge between the fat and the lean sheep.

21“Because you have pushed with side and shoulder, butted all the weak ones with your horns, and scattered them abroad, 

22“therefore I will save My flock, and they shall no longer be a prey; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.

23“I will establish one Rshepherd over them, and he shall feed them—RMy servant David. He shall feed them and be their shepherd.

24“And RI, the LORD, will be their God, and My servant David a prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.

25“I will make a covenant of peace with them, and cause wild beasts to cease from the land; and they Rwill dwell safely in the wilderness and sleep in the woods. 

26“I will make them and the places all around RMy hill a blessing; and I will cause showers to come down in their season; there shall be showers of blessing.

27“Then Rthe trees of the field shall yield their fruit, and the earth shall yield her increase. They shall be safe in their land; and they shall know that I am the LORD, when I have Rbroken the bands of their yoke and delivered them from the hand of those who Renslaved them.

28“And they shall no longer be a prey for the nations, nor shall beasts of the land devour them; but Rthey shall dwell safely, and no one shall make them afraid.

29“I will raise up for them a garden of renown, and they shall no longer be consumed with hunger in the land, nor bear the shame of the Gentiles anymore.

30“Thus they shall know that RI, the LORD their God, am with them, and they, the house of Israel, are RMy people, ” says the Lord GOD.’

31“You are My Rflock, the flock of My pasture; you are men, and I am your God, ” says the Lord GOD.




CHAPTER 35

The Judgment of Edom

1Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

2“Son of man, set your face against Mount Seir and prophesy against it, 

3“and say to it, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:

“Behold, O Mount Seir, I am against you;

I will stretch out My hand against you, 

And make you most desolate;

4I shall lay your cities waste, 

And you shall be desolate.

Then you shall know that I am the LORD.

5R“Because you have had an ancient hatred, and have shed the blood of the children of Israel by the power of the sword at the time of their calamity, Rwhen their iniquity came to an end, 

6“therefore, as I live, ” says the Lord GOD, “I will prepare you for blood, and blood shall pursue you; since you have not hated blood, therefore blood shall pursue you.

7“Thus I will make Mount Seir most desolate, and cut off from it the Rone who leaves and the one who returns.

8“And I will fill its mountains with the slain; on your hills and in your valleys and in all your ravines those who are slain by the sword shall fall.

9“I will make you perpetually desolate, and your cities shall be uninhabited; then you shall know that I am the LORD.

10“Because you have said, ‘These two nations and these two countries shall be mine, and we will Rpossess them, ’ although Rthe LORD was there, 

11“therefore, as I live, ” says the Lord GOD, “I will do Raccording to your anger and according to the envy which you showed in your hatred against them; and I will make Myself known among them when I judge you.

12R“Then you shall know that I am the LORD. I have heard all your blasphemies which you have spoken against the mountains of Israel, saying, ‘They are desolate; they are given to us to consume.’

13“Thus with your mouth you have boasted against Me and multiplied your words against Me; I have heard them.”

14‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “The whole earth will rejoice when I make you desolate.

15“As you rejoiced because the inheritance of the house of Israel was desolate, so I will do to you; you shall be desolate, O Mount Seir, as well as all of Edom—all of it! Then they shall know that I am the LORD.” ’




CHAPTER 36

Judgment on the Nations

1“And you, son of man, prophesy to the Rmountains of Israel, and say, ‘O mountains of Israel, hear the word of the LORD!

2‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Because the enemy has said of you, ‘Aha! The ancient heights have become our possession, ’ ” ’

3“therefore prophesy, and say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Because they made you desolate and swallowed you up on every side, so that you became the possession of the rest of the nations, Rand you are taken up by the lips of Rtalkers and slandered by the people”—

4‘therefore, O mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD! Thus says the Lord GOD to the mountains, the hills, the rivers, the valleys, the desolate wastes, and the cities that have been forsaken, which became plunder and Rmockery to the rest of the nations all around—

5‘therefore thus says the Lord GOD: R“Surely I have spoken in My burning jealousy against the rest of the nations and against all Edom, who gave My land to themselves as a possession, with wholehearted joy and spiteful minds, in order to plunder its open country.” ’

6“Therefore prophesy concerning the land of Israel, and say to the mountains, the hills, the rivers, and the valleys, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, I have spoken in My jealousy and My fury, because you have Rborne the shame of the nations.”

7‘Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “I have Rraised My hand in an oath that surely the nations that are around you shall Rbear their own shame.

Israel Returns to the Lord

8“But you, O mountains of Israel, you shall shoot forth your branches and yield your fruit to My people Israel, for they are about to come.

9“For indeed I am for you, and I will turn to you, and you shall be tilled and sown.

10“I will multiply men upon you, all the house of Israel, all of it; and the cities shall be inhabited and the ruins rebuilt.

11R“I will multiply upon you man and beast; and they shall increase and bear young; I will make you inhabited as in former times, and do Rbetter for you than at your beginnings. Then you shall know that I am the LORD.

12“Yes, I will cause men to walk on you, My people Israel; Rthey shall take possession of you, and you shall be their inheritance; no more shall you Rbereave them of children.”

13‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Because they say to you, R‘You devour men and bereave your nation of children, ’

14“therefore you shall devour men no more, nor bereave your nation anymore, ” says the Lord GOD.

15R“Nor will I let you hear the taunts of the nations anymore, nor bear the reproach of the peoples anymore, nor shall you cause your nation to stumble anymore, ” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

16Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying:

17“Son of man, when the house of Israel dwelt in their own land, Rthey defiled it by their own ways and deeds; to Me their way was like Rthe uncleanness of a woman in her customary impurity.

18“Therefore I poured out My fury on them Rfor the blood they had shed on the land, and for their idols with which they had defiled it.

19“So I scattered them among the nations, and they were dispersed throughout the countries; I judged them Raccording to their ways and their deeds.

20“When they came to the nations, wherever they went, they Rprofaned My holy name—when they said of them, ‘These are the people of the LORD, and yet they have gone out of His land.’

21“But I had concern for My holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the nations wherever they went.

22“Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “I do not do this for your sake, O house of Israel, but for My holy name’s sake, which you have profaned among the nations wherever you went.

23“And I will sanctify My great name, which has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in their midst; and the nations shall know that I am the LORD, ” says the Lord GOD, “when I am hallowed in you before their eyes.

24“For RI will take you from among the nations, gather you out of all countries, and bring you into your own land.

25R“Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you Rfrom all your filthiness and from all your idols.

26“I will give you a Rnew heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.

27“I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them.

28R“Then you shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; you shall be My people, and I will be your God.

29“I will deliver you from all your uncleannesses. I will call for the grain and multiply it, and bring no famine upon you.

30R“And I will multiply the fruit of your trees and the increase of your fields, so that you need never again bear the reproach of famine among the nations.

31“Then you will remember your evil ways and your deeds that were not good; and you will loathe yourselves in your own sight, for your iniquities and your abominations.

32R“Not for your sake do I do this, ” says the Lord GOD, “let it be known to you. Be ashamed and confounded for your own ways, O house of Israel!”

33‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “On the day that I cleanse you from all your iniquities, I will also enable you to dwell in the cities, Rand the ruins shall be rebuilt.

34“The desolate land shall be tilled instead of lying desolate in the sight of all who pass by.

35“So they will say, ‘This land that was desolate has become like the garden of Eden; and the wasted, desolate, and ruined cities are now fortified and inhabited.’

36“Then the nations which are left all around you shall know that I, the LORD, have rebuilt the ruined places and planted what was desolate. RI, the LORD, have spoken it, and I will do it.”

37‘Thus says the Lord GOD: R“I will also let the house of Israel inquire of Me to do this for them: I will Rincrease their men like a flock.

38“Like a Tflock offered as holy sacrifices, like the flock at Jerusalem on its Tfeast days, so shall the ruined cities be filled with flocks of men. Then they shall know that I am the LORD.” ’ ”




CHAPTER 37

Vision of Dry Bones

1The Rhand of the LORD came upon me and brought me out Rin the Spirit of the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley; and it was full of bones.

2Then He caused me to pass by them all around, and behold, there were very many in the open valley; and indeed they were very dry.

3And He said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” So I answered, “O Lord GOD, RYou know.”

4Again He said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD!

5‘Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: “Surely I will Rcause breath to enter into you, and you shall live.

6“I will put sinews on you and bring flesh upon you, cover you with skin and put breath in you; and you shall live. Then you shall know that I am the LORD.” ’ ”

7So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and suddenly a rattling; and the bones came together, bone to bone.

8Indeed, as I looked, the sinews and the flesh came upon them, and the skin covered them over; but there was no breath in them.

9Also He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” ’ ”

10So I prophesied as He commanded me, Rand Tbreath came into them, and they lived, and stood upon their feet, an exceedingly great army.

11Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They indeed say, ‘Our bones are dry, our hope is lost, and we ourselves are cut off!’

12“Therefore prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, RO My people, I will open your graves and cause you to come up from your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel.

13“Then you shall know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves, O My people, and brought you up from your graves.

14“I Rwill put My Spirit in you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken it and performed it, ” says the LORD.’ ”

Sign of the Two Sticks

15Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 





16“As for you, son of man, take a stick for yourself and write on it: ‘For Judah and for the children of Israel, his companions.’ Then take another stick and write on it, ‘For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel, his companions.’

17“Then Rjoin them one to another for yourself into one stick, and they will become one in your hand.

18“And when the children of your people speak to you, saying, R‘Will you not show us what you mean by these?’—

19R“say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Surely I will take Rthe stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel, his companions; and I will join them with it, with the stick of Judah, and make them one stick, and they will be one in My hand.” ’

20“And the sticks on which you write will be in your hand before their eyes.

21“Then say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Surely I will take the children of Israel from among the nations, wherever they have gone, and will gather them from every side and bring them into their own land;

22“and I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king over them all; they shall no longer be two nations, nor shall they ever be divided into two kingdoms again.

23“They shall not defile themselves anymore with their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions; but I will deliver them from all their dwelling places in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them. Then they shall be My people, and I will be their God.

24R“David My servant shall be king over them, and they shall all have one shepherd; they shall also walk in My judgments and observe My statutes, and do them. 

25“Then they shall dwell in the land that I have given to Jacob My servant, where your fathers dwelt; and they shall dwell there, they, their children, and their children’s children, forever; and RMy servant David shall be their prince forever.

26“Moreover I will make Ra covenant of peace with them, and it shall be an everlasting covenant with them; I will establish them and multiply them, and I will set My sanctuary in their midst forevermore.

27R“My tabernacle also shall be with them; indeed I will be Rtheir God, and they shall be My people.

28R“The nations also will know that I, the LORD, sanctify Israel, when My sanctuary is in their midst forevermore.” ’ ”




CHAPTER 38

Attack by Gog

1Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

2R“Son of man, Rset your face against RGog, of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh, * Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy against him, 

3“and say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, I am against you, O Gog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal.

4“I will turn you around, put hooks into your jaws, and lead you out, with all your army, horses, and horsemen, all splendidly clothed, a great company with bucklers and shields, all of them handling swords.

5“Persia, Ethiopia, * and Libya* are with them, all of them with shield and helmet;

6“Gomer and all its troops; the house of Togarmah from the far north and all its troops—many people are with you.

7“Prepare yourself and be ready, you and all your companies that are gathered about you; and be a guard for them.

8R“After many days you will be visited. In the latter years you will come into the land of those brought back from the sword and gathered from many people on the mountains of Israel, which had long been desolate; they were brought out of the nations, and now all of them dwell safely.

9“You will ascend, coming like a storm, covering the land like a cloud, you and all your troops and many peoples with you.”

10‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “On that day it shall come to pass that thoughts will arise in your mind, and you will make an evil plan:

11“You will say, ‘I will go up against a land of Runwalled villages; I will Rgo to a peaceful people, who dwell Tsafely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates’—

12“to take plunder and to take booty, to stretch out your hand against the waste places that are again inhabited, Rand against a people gathered from the nations, who have acquired livestock and goods, who dwell in the midst of the land.

13R“Sheba, RDedan, the merchants of Tarshish, and all their young lions will say to you, ‘Have you come to take plunder? Have you gathered your army to take booty, to carry away silver and gold, to take away livestock and goods, to take great plunder?’ ” ’

14“Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say to Gog, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: R“On that day when My people Israel Rdwell safely, will you not know it?

15“Then you will come from your place out of the far north, you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great company and a mighty army.

16“You will come up against My people Israel like a cloud, to cover the land. It will be in the latter days that I will bring you against My land, so that the nations may Rknow Me, when I am hallowed in you, O Gog, before their eyes.”

Judgment of God

17‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Are you he of whom I have spoken in former days by My servants the prophets of Israel, who prophesied for years in those days that I would bring you against them?

18“And it will come to pass at the same time, when Gog comes against the land of Israel, ” says the Lord GOD, “that My fury will show in My face.

19“For Rin My jealousy Rand in the fire of My wrath I have spoken: R‘Surely in that day there shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel, 

20‘so that the fish of the sea, the birds of the heavens, the beasts of the field, all creeping things that creep on the earth, and all men who are on the face of the earth shall shake at My presence. The mountains shall be thrown down, the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground.’

21“I will Rcall for Ra sword against Gog throughout all My mountains, ” says the Lord GOD. “Every man’s sword will be against his brother.

22“And I will bring him to judgment with pestilence and bloodshed; I will rain down on him, on his troops, and on the many peoples who are with him, flooding rain, Rgreat hailstones, fire, and brimstone.

23“Thus I will magnify Myself and Rsanctify Myself, Rand I will be known in the eyes of many nations. Then they shall know that I am the LORD.” ’




CHAPTER 39

1“And you, son of man, prophesy against Gog, and say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, I am against you, O Gog, the prince of Rosh, * Meshech, and Tubal;

2“and I will Rturn you around and lead you on, Rbringing you up from the far north, and bring you against the mountains of Israel.

3“Then I will knock the bow out of your left hand, and cause the arrows to fall out of your right hand.

4R“You shall fall upon the mountains of Israel, you and all your troops and the peoples who are with you; I will give you to birds of prey of every sort and to the beasts of the field to be devoured.

5“You shall Tfall on the open field; for I have spoken, ” says the Lord GOD.

6R“And I will send fire on Magog and on those who live in security in Rthe coast-lands. Then they shall know that I am the LORD.

7R“So I will make My holy name known in the midst of My people Israel, and I will not let them profane My holy name anymore. Then the nations shall know that I am the LORD, the Holy One in Israel.

8R“Surely it is coming, and it shall be done, ” says the Lord GOD. “This is the day of which I have spoken.

9“Then those who dwell in the cities of Israel will go out and set on fire and burn the weapons, both the shields and bucklers, the bows and arrows, the Tjavelins and spears; and they will make fires with them for seven years.

10“They will not take wood from the field nor cut down any from the forests, because they will make fires with the weapons; Rand they will plunder those who plundered them, and pillage those who pillaged them, ” says the Lord GOD.

11“It will come to pass in that day that I will give Gog a burial place there in Israel, the valley of those who pass by east of the sea; and it will obstruct travelers, because there they will bury Gog and all his multitude. Therefore they will call it the Valley of Hamon Gog.*

12“For seven months the house of Israel will be burying them, Rin order to cleanse the land.

13“Indeed all the people of the land will be burying, and they will gain Rrenown for it on the day that RI am glorified, ” says the Lord GOD.

14“They will set apart men regularly employed, with the help of a search party, * to pass through the land and bury those bodies remaining on the ground, in order Rto cleanse it. At the end of seven months they will make a search.

15“The search party will pass through the land; and when anyone sees a man’s bone, he shall Tset up a marker by it, till the buriers have buried it in the Valley of Hamon Gog.

16“The name of the city will also be Hamonah. Thus they shall cleanse the land.” ’

17“And as for you, son of man, thus says the Lord GOD, R‘Speak to every sort of bird and to every beast of the field:

R“Assemble yourselves and come;

Gather together from all sides to My Rsacrificial meal

Which I am sacrificing for you, 

A great sacrificial meal Ron the mountains of Israel, 

That you may eat flesh and drink blood.

18RYou shall eat the flesh of the mighty, 

Drink the blood of the princes of the earth, 

Of rams and lambs, 

Of goats and bulls, 

All of them fatlings of Bashan.

19You shall eat fat till you are full, 

And drink blood till you are drunk, 

At My sacrificial meal

Which I am sacrificing for you.

20RYou shall be filled at My table

With horses and riders, 

RWith mighty men

And with all the men of war, ” says the Lord GOD.

21R“I will set My glory among the nations; all the nations shall see My judgment which I have executed, and RMy hand which I have laid on them.

22R“So the house of Israel shall know that I am the LORD their God from that day forward.

23R“The Gentiles shall know that the house of Israel went into captivity for their iniquity; because they were unfaithful to Me, therefore I hid My face from them. I gave them into the hand of their enemies, and they all fell by the sword.

24R“According to their uncleanness and according to their transgressions I have dealt with them, and hidden My face from them.” ’

25“Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: R‘Now I will bring back the captives of Jacob, and have mercy on the Rwhole house of Israel; and I will be jealous for My holy name—

26R‘after they have borne their shame, and all their unfaithfulness in which they were unfaithful to Me, when they Rdwelt safely in their own land and no one made them afraid.

27R‘When I have brought them back from the peoples and gathered them out of their enemies’ lands, and I am hallowed in them in the sight of many nations, 

28R‘then they shall know that I am the LORD their God, who sent them into captivity among the nations, but also brought them back to their land, and left none of them Tcaptive any longer.

29R‘And I will not hide My face from them anymore; for I shall have Rpoured out My Spirit on the house of Israel, ’ says the Lord GOD.”
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Vision of the Man with the Measuring Rod

1In the twenty-fifth year of our captivity, at the beginning of the year, on the tenth day of the month, in the fourteenth year after Rthe city was Tcaptured, on the very same day the hand of the LORD was upon me; and He took me there.

2In the visions of God He took me into the land of Israel and Rset me on a very high mountain; on it toward the south was something like the structure of a city.

3He took me there, and behold, there was a man whose appearance was Rlike the appearance of bronze. He had a line of flax Rand a measuring rod in his hand, and he stood in the gateway. 

4And the man said to me, R“Son of man, look with your eyes and hear with your ears, and fix your mind on everything I show you; for you were brought here so that I might show them to you. Declare to the house of Israel everything you see.”

The Outer Court

5Now there was a wall all around the outside of the temple.* In the man’s hand was a measuring rod six cubits long, each being a cubit and a handbreadth; and he measured the width of the wall structure, one rod; and the height, one rod.

6Then he went to the gateway which faced Reast; and he went up its stairs and measured the threshold of the gateway, which was one rod wide, and the other threshold was one rod wide.

7Each gate chamber was one rod long and one rod wide; between the gate chambers was a space of five cubits; and the threshold of the gateway by the vestibule of the inside gate was one rod.

8He also measured the vestibule of the inside gate, one rod.

9Then he measured the vestibule of the gateway, eight cubits; and the gateposts, two cubits. The vestibule of the gate was on the inside.

10In the eastern gateway were three gate chambers on one side and three on the other; the three were all the same size; also the gateposts were of the same size on this side and that side.

11He measured the width of the entrance to the gateway, ten cubits; and the length of the gate, thirteen cubits.

12There was a Tspace in front of the gate chambers, one cubit on this side and one cubit on that side; the gate chambers were six cubits on this side and six cubits on that side.

13Then he measured the gateway from the roof of one gate chamber to the roof of the other; the width was twenty-five cubits, as door faces door.

14He measured the gateposts, sixty cubits high, and the court all around the gateway extended to the gatepost.

15From the front of the entrance gate to the front of the vestibule of the inner gate was fifty cubits.

16There were beveled window frames in the gate chambers and in their intervening archways on the inside of the gateway all around, and likewise in the vestibules. There were windows all around on the inside. And on each gatepost were palm trees.

17Then he brought me into Rthe outer court; and there were chambers and a pavement made all around the court; thirty chambers faced the pavement.

18The pavement was by the side of the gateways, corresponding to the length of the gateways; this was the lower pavement.

19Then he measured the width from the front of the lower gateway to the front of the inner court exterior, one hundred cubits toward the east and the north.

20On the outer court was also a gateway facing north, and he measured its length and its width.

21Its gate chambers, three on this side and three on that side, its gateposts and its archways, had the same measurements as the first gate; its length was fifty cubits and its width twenty-five cubits.

22Its windows and those of its archways, and also its palm trees, had the same measurements as the gateway facing east; it was ascended by seven steps, and its archway was in front of it.

23A gate of the inner court was opposite the northern gateway, just as the eastern gateway; and he measured from gateway to gateway, one hundred cubits.

24After that he brought me toward the south, and there a gateway was facing south; and he measured its gateposts and archways according to these same measurements.

25There were windows in it and in its archways all around like those windows; its length was fifty cubits and its width twenty-five cubits.

26Seven steps led up to it, and its archway was in front of them; and it had palm trees on its gateposts, one on this side and one on that side.

27There was also a gateway on the inner court, facing south; and he measured from gateway to gateway toward the south, one hundred cubits.

The Inner Court

28Then he brought me to the inner court through the southern gateway; he measured the southern gateway according to these same measurements.

29Also its gate chambers, its gateposts, and its archways were according to these same measurements; there were windows in it and in its archways all around; it was fifty cubits long and twenty-five cubits wide.

30There were archways all around, twenty-five cubits long and five cubits wide.

31Its archways faced the outer court, palm trees were on its gateposts, and going up to it were eight steps.

32And he brought me into the inner court facing east; he measured the gateway according to these same measurements.

33Also its gate chambers, its gateposts, and its archways were according to these same measurements; and there were windows in it and in its archways all around; it was fifty cubits long and twenty-five cubits wide.

34Its archways faced the outer court, and palm trees were on its gateposts on this side and on that side; and going up to it were eight steps.

35Then he brought me to the north gateway and measured it according to these same measurements—

36also its gate chambers, its gateposts, and its archways. It had windows all around; its length was fifty cubits and its width twenty-five cubits.

37Its gateposts faced the outer court, palm trees were on its gateposts on this side and on that side, and going up to it were eight steps.

38There was a chamber and its entrance by the gateposts of the gateway, where they Rwashed the burnt offering.

39In the vestibule of the gateway were two tables on this side and two tables on that side, on which to slay the burnt offering, the sin offering, and the trespass offering.

40At the outer side of the vestibule, as one goes up to the entrance of the northern gateway, were two tables; and on the other side of the vestibule of the gateway were two tables.

41Four tables were on this side and four tables on that side, by the side of the gateway, eight tables on which they slaughtered the sacrifices.

42There were also four tables of hewn stone for the burnt offering, one cubit and a half long, one cubit and a half wide, and one cubit high; on these they laid the instruments with which they slaughtered the burnt offering and the sacrifice.

43Inside were hooks, a handbreadth wide, fastened all around; and the flesh of the sacrifices was on the tables.

44Outside the inner gate were the chambers for Rthe singers in the inner court, one facing south at the side of the northern gateway, and the other facing north at the side of the *southern gatewayT.

45Then he said to me, “This chamber which faces south is for Rthe priests who have charge of the temple.

46“The chamber which faces north is for the priests Rwho have charge of the altar; these are the sons of RZadok, from the sons of Levi, who come near the LORD to minister to Him.”

47And he measured the court, one hundred cubits long and one hundred cubits wide, foursquare. The altar was in front of the temple.

The Temple Vestibule

48Then he brought me to the Rvestibule of the temple and measured the doorposts of the vestibule, five cubits on this side and five cubits on that side; and the width of the gateway was three cubits on this side and three cubits on that side.

49RThe length of the vestibule was twenty cubits, and the width eleven cubits; and by the steps which led up to it there were Rpillars by the doorposts, one on this side and another on that side.
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The Temple Itself

1Then he brought me into the sanctuary* and measured the doorposts, six cubits wide on one side and six cubits wide on the other side—the width of the tabernacle.

2The width of the entryway was ten cubits, and the side walls of the entrance were five cubits on this side and five cubits on the other side; and he measured its length, forty cubits, and its width, twenty cubits.

3Also he went inside and measured the doorposts, two cubits; and the entrance, six cubits high; and the width of the entrance, seven cubits.

4RHe measured the length, twenty cubits; and the width, twenty cubits, beyond the sanctuary; and he said to me, “This is the Most Holy Place.”

5Next, he measured the wall of the Ttemple, six cubits. The width of each side chamber all around the temple was four cubits on every side.

6RThe side chambers were in three stories, one above the other, thirty chambers in each story; they rested on ledges which were for the side chambers all around, that they might be supported, but not fastened to the wall of the temple.

7As one went up from story to story, the side chambers Rbecame wider all around, because their supporting ledges in the wall of the temple ascended like steps; therefore the width of the structure increased as one went up from the lowest story to the highest by way of the middle one.

8I also saw an elevation all around the temple; it was the foundation of the side chambers, a full rod, that is, six cubits high.

9The thickness of the outer wall of the side chambers was five cubits, and so also the remaining terrace by the place of the side chambers of the Ttemple.

10And between it and the wall chambers was a width of twenty cubits all around the temple on every side.

11The doors of the side chambers opened on the terrace, one door toward the north and another toward the south; and the width of the terrace was five cubits all around.

12The building that faced the separating courtyard at its western end was seventy cubits wide; the wall of the building was five cubits thick all around, and its length ninety cubits.

13So he measured the temple, one Rhundred cubits long; and the separating courtyard with the building and its walls was one hundred cubits long;

14also the width of the eastern face of the temple, including the separating courtyard, was one hundred cubits.

15He measured the length of the building behind it, facing the separating courtyard, with its Rgalleries on the one side and on the other side, one hundred cubits, as well as the inner Ttemple and the porches of the court, 

16their doorposts and the beveled window frames. And the galleries all around their three stories opposite the threshold were paneled with wood from the ground to the windows—the windows were covered—

17from the space above the door, even to the inner room, * as well as outside, and on every wall all around, inside and outside, by measure.

18And it was made with cherubim and palm trees, a palm tree between cherub and cherub. Each cherub had two faces, 

19Rso that the face of a man was toward a palm tree on one side, and the face of a young lion toward a palm tree on the other side; thus it was made throughout the temple all around.

20From the floor to the space above the door, and on the wall of the sanctuary, cherubim and palm trees were carved.

21The Rdoorposts of the temple were square, as was the front of the sanctuary; their appearance was similar.

22RThe altar was of wood, three cubits high, and its length two cubits. Its corners, its length, and its sides were of wood; and he said to me, “This is Rthe table that is before the LORD.”

23RThe temple and the sanctuary had two doors.

24The doors had two Rpanels apiece, two folding panels: two panels for one door and two panels for the other door.

25Cherubim and palm trees were carved on the doors of the temple just as they were carved on the walls. A wooden canopy was on the front of the vestibule outside.

26There were beveled window frames and palm trees on one side and on the other, on the sides of the vestibule—also on the side chambers of the temple and on the canopies.
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The Chamber in the Outer Court

1Then he Rbrought me out into the outer court, by the way toward the Rnorth; and he brought me into Rthe chamber which was opposite the separating courtyard, and which was opposite the building toward the north.

2Facing the length, which was one hundred cubits (the width was fifty cubits), was the north door.

3Opposite the inner court of twenty cubits, and opposite the Rpavement of the outer court, was Rgallery against gallery in three stories.

4In front of the chambers, toward the inside, was a walk ten cubits wide, at a distance of one cubit; and their doors faced north.

5Now the upper chambers were shorter, because the galleries took away space from them more than from the lower and middle stories of the building.

6For they were in three stories and did not have pillars like the pillars of the courts; therefore the upper level was Tshortened more than the lower and middle levels from the ground up.

7And a wall which was outside ran parallel to the chambers, at the front of the chambers, toward the outer court; its length was fifty cubits.

8The length of the chambers toward the outer court was fifty cubits, whereas that facing the temple was one hundred cubits.

9At the lower chambers was the entrance on the east side, as one goes into them from the outer court.

10Also there were chambers in the thickness of the wall of the court toward the east, opposite the separating courtyard and opposite the building.

11There was a walk in front of them also, and their appearance was like the chambers which were toward the north; they were as long and as wide as the others, and all their exits and entrances were according to plan.

12And corresponding to the doors of the chambers that were facing south, as one enters them, there was a door in front of the walk, the way directly in front of the wall toward the east.

13Then he said to me, “The north chambers and the south chambers, which are opposite the separating courtyard, are the holy chambers where the priests who approach the LORD Rshall eat the most holy offerings. There they shall lay the most holy offerings—Rthe grain offering, the sin offering, and the trespass offering—for the place is holy.

14R“When the priests enter them, they shall not go out of the holy chamber into the outer court; but there they shall leave their garments in which they minister, for they are holy. They shall put on other garments; then they may approach that which is for the people.”

The Place of Separation

15Now when he had finished measuring the inner temple, he brought me out through the gateway that faces toward the east, and measured it all around.

16He measured the east side with the measuring rod, * five hundred rods by the measuring rod all around.

17He measured the north side, five hundred rods by the measuring rod all around.

18He measured the south side, five hundred rods by the measuring rod.

19He came around to the west side and measured five hundred rods by the measuring rod.

20He measured it on the four sides; Rit had a wall all around, five hundred cubits long and five hundred wide, to separate the holy areas from the common.
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The Return of the Glory of God to the Temple

1Afterward he brought me to the gate, the gate that faces toward the east.

2And behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east. His voice was like the sound of many waters; and the earth shone with His glory.

3It was like the appearance of the vision which I saw—like the vision which I saw when I* came to destroy the city. The visions were like the vision which I saw by the River Chebar; and I fell on my face.

4RAnd the glory of the LORD came into the Ttemple by way of the gate which faces toward the east.

5The Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court; and behold, Rthe glory of the LORD filled the temple.

6Then I heard Him speaking to me from the temple, while a man stood beside me.

7And He said to me, “Son of man, this is Rthe place of My throne and Rthe place of the soles of My feet, Rwhere I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel forever. No more shall the house of Israel defile My holy name, they nor their kings, by their harlotry or with the carcasses of their kings on their high places.

8R“When they set their threshold by My threshold, and their doorpost by My doorpost, with a wall between them and Me, they defiled My holy name by the abominations which they committed; therefore I have consumed them in My anger.

9“Now let them put their harlotry and the carcasses of their kings far away from Me, and I will dwell in their midst forever.

10“Son of man, Rdescribe the Ttemple to the house of Israel, that they may be ashamed of their iniquities; and let them measure the pattern.

11“And if they are ashamed of all that they have done, make known to them the design of the temple and its arrangement, its exits and its entrances, its entire design and all its Rordinances, all its forms and all its laws. Write it down in their sight, so that they may keep its whole design and all its ordinances, and Rperform them.

12“This is the law of the Ttemple: The whole area surrounding Rthe mountaintop is most holy. Behold, this is the law of the temple.

The Altar of Burnt Offerings

13“These are the measurements of the Raltar in cubits R(the cubit is one cubit and a handbreadth): the base one cubit high and one cubit wide, with a rim all around its edge of one span. This is the height of the altar:

14“from the base on the ground to the lower ledge, two cubits; the width of the ledge, one cubit; from the smaller ledge to the larger ledge, four cubits; and the width of the ledge, one cubit.

15“The altar hearth is four cubits high, with four Rhorns extending upward from the Thearth.

16“The altar hearth is twelve cubits long, twelve wide, square at its four corners;

17“the ledge, fourteen cubits long and fourteen wide on its four sides, with a rim of half a cubit around it; its base, one cubit all around; and its steps face toward the east.”

18And He said to me, “Son of man, thus says the Lord GOD: ‘These are the ordinances for the altar on the day when it is made, for sacrificing Rburnt offerings on it, and for sprinkling blood on it.

19‘You shall give a young bull for a sin offering to the priests, the Levites, who are of the seed of Zadok, who approach Me to minister to Me, ’ says the Lord GOD.

20‘You shall take some of its blood and put it on the four horns of the altar, on the four corners of the ledge, and on the rim around it; thus you shall cleanse it and make atonement for it.

21‘Then you shall also take the bull of the sin offering, and burn it in the appointed place of the temple, outside the sanctuary.

22‘On the second day you shall offer a kid of the goats without blemish for a sin offering; and they shall cleanse the altar, as they cleansed it with the bull.

23‘When you have finished cleansing it, you shall offer a young bull without blemish, and a ram from the flock without blemish.

24‘When you offer them before the LORD, Rthe priests shall throw salt on them, and they will offer them up as a burnt offering to the LORD.

25‘Every day for Rseven days you shall prepare a goat for a sin offering; they shall also prepare a young bull and a ram from the flock, both without blemish.

26‘Seven days they shall make atonement for the altar and purify it, and so Tconsecrate Tit.

27R‘When these days are over it shall be, on the eighth day and thereafter, that the priests shall offer your burnt offerings and your peace offerings on the altar; and I will accept you, ’ says the Lord GOD.”
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Duties of Temple Priests

1 Then He brought me back to the outer gate of the sanctuary Rwhich faces toward the east, but it was shut.

2And the LORD said to me, “This gate shall be shut; it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter by it, Rbecause the LORD God of Israel has entered by it; therefore it shall be shut.

3“As for the Rprince, because he is the prince, he may sit in it to Reat bread before the LORD; he shall enter by way of the vestibule of the gateway, and go out the same way.”

4Also He brought me by way of the north gate to the front of the temple; so I looked, and behold, the glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD; and I fell on my face.

5And the LORD said to me, R“Son of man, Tmark well, see with your eyes and hear with your ears, all that I say to you concerning all the Rordinances of the house of the LORD and all its laws. Mark well who may enter the house and all who go out from the sanctuary.

6“Now say to the Rrebellious, to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “O house of Israel, Rlet Us have no more of all your abominations.

7“When you brought in foreigners, uncircumcised in heart and uncircumcised in flesh, to be in My sanctuary to defile it—My house—and when you offered My food, the fat and the blood, then they broke My covenant because of all your abominations.

8“And you have not Rkept charge of My holy things, but you have set others to keep charge of My sanctuary for you.”

9‘Thus says the Lord GOD: R“No foreigner, uncircumcised in heart or uncircumcised in flesh, shall enter My sanctuary, including any foreigner who is among the children of Israel.

10R“And the Levites who went far from Me, when Israel went astray, who strayed away from Me after their idols, they shall bear their iniquity.

11“Yet they shall be ministers in My sanctuary, Ras gatekeepers of the house and ministers of the house; they shall slay the burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people, and Rthey shall stand before them to minister to them.

12“Because they ministered to them before their idols and Rcaused the house of Israel to fall into iniquity, therefore I have Rraised My hand in an oath against them, ” says the Lord GOD, “that they shall bear their iniquity.

13R“And they shall not come near Me to minister to Me as priest, nor come near any of My holy things, nor into the Most Holy Place; but they shall Rbear their shame and their abominations which they have committed.

14“Nevertheless I will make them Rkeep charge of the temple, for all its work, and for all that has to be done in it.

15R“But the priests, the Levites, Rthe sons of Zadok, who kept charge of My sanctuary Rwhen the children of Israel went astray from Me, they shall come near Me to minister to Me; and they shall stand before Me to offer to Me the fat and the blood, ” says the Lord GOD.

16“They shall enter My sanctuary, and they shall come near My table to minister to Me, and they shall keep My charge.

17“And it shall be, whenever they enter the gates of the inner court, that they shall put on linen garments; no wool shall come upon them while they minister within the gates of the inner court or within the house.

18R“They shall have linen turbans on their heads and linen trousers on their bodies; they shall not clothe themselves with anything that causes sweat.

19“When they go out to the outer court, to the outer court to the people, they shall take off their garments in which they have ministered, leave them in the holy chambers, and put on other garments; and in their holy garments they shall not sanctify the people.

20R“They shall neither shave their heads nor let their hair grow long, but they shall keep their hair well trimmed.

21R“No priest shall drink wine when he enters the inner court.

22“They shall not take as wife a Rwidow or a divorced woman, but take virgins of the descendants of the house of Israel, or widows of priests.

23“And Rthey shall teach My people the difference between the holy and the unholy, and cause them to Rdiscern between the unclean and the clean.

24“In controversy they shall stand as judges, and judge it according to My judgments. They shall keep My laws and My statutes in all My appointed meetings, Rand they shall hallow My Sabbaths.

25“They shall not defile themselves by coming near a dead person. Only for father or mother, for son or daughter, for brother or unmarried sister may they defile themselves.

26R“After he is cleansed, they shall count seven days for him.

27“And on the day that he goes to the sanctuary to minister in the sanctuary, Rhe must offer his sin offering in the inner court, ” says the Lord GOD.

28“It shall be, in regard to their inheritance, that I Ram their inheritance. You shall give them no Rpossession in Israel, for I am their possession.

29“They shall eat the grain offering, the sin offering, and the trespass offering; every dedicated thing in Israel shall be theirs.

30“The Rbest of all firstfruits of any kind, and every sacrifice of any kind from all your sacrifices, shall be the priest’s; also you Rshall give to the priest the first of your ground meal, to cause a blessing to rest on your house.

31“The priests shall not eat anything, bird or beast, that Rdied naturally or was torn by wild beasts.




CHAPTER 45

Land of the Temple Priests

1“Moreover, when you Rdivide the land by lot into inheritance, you shall Rset apart a district for the LORD, a holy section of the land; its length shall be twenty-five thousand cubits, and the width ten thousand. It shall be holy throughout its territory all around.

2“Of this there shall be a square plot for the sanctuary, Rfive hundred by five hundred rods, with fifty cubits around it for an open space.

3“So this is the district you shall measure: twenty-five thousand cubits long and ten thousand wide; Rin it shall be the sanctuary, the Most Holy Place.

4“It shall be a holy section of the land, belonging to the priests, the ministers of the sanctuary, who come near to minister to the LORD; it shall be a place for their houses and a holy place for the sanctuary.

5R“An area twenty-five thousand cubits long and ten thousand wide shall belong to the Levites, the ministers of the Ttemple; they shall have Rtwenty chambers as a possession.*

6R“You shall appoint as the property of the city an area five thousand cubits wide and twenty-five thousand long, adjacent to the district of the holy section; it shall belong to the whole house of Israel.

7R“The prince shall have a section on one side and the other of the holy district and the city’s property; and bordering on the holy district and the city’s property, extending westward on the west side and eastward on the east side, the length shall be side by side with one of the tribal portions, from the west border to the east border.

8“The land shall be his possession in Israel; and RMy princes shall no more oppress My people, but they shall give the rest of the land to the house of Israel, according to their tribes.”

Offerings of the Temple Priests

9‘Thus says the Lord GOD: R“Enough, O princes of Israel! RRemove violence and plundering, execute justice and righteousness, and stop dispossessing My people, ” says the Lord GOD.

10“You shall have Rhonest scales, an honest ephah, and an honest bath.

11“The ephah and the bath shall be of the same measure, so that the bath contains one-tenth of a homer, and the ephah one-tenth of a homer; their measure shall be according to the homer.

12“The Rshekel shall be twenty gerahs; twenty shekels, twenty-five shekels, and fifteen shekels shall be your mina.

13“This is the offering which you shall offer: you shall give one-sixth of an ephah from a homer of wheat, and one-sixth of an ephah from a homer of barley.

14“The ordinance concerning oil, the bath of oil, is one-tenth of a bath from a kor. A kor is a homer or ten baths, for ten baths are a homer.

15“And one lamb shall be given from a flock of two hundred, from the rich pastures of Israel. These shall be for grain offerings, burnt offerings, and peace offerings, Rto make atonement for them, ” says the Lord GOD.

16“All the people of the land shall give this offering for the prince in Israel.

17“Then it shall be the Rprince’s part to give burnt offerings, grain offerings, and drink offerings, at the feasts, the New Moons, the Sabbaths, and at all the appointed seasons of the house of Israel. He shall prepare the sin offering, the grain offering, the burnt offering, and the peace offerings to make atonement for the house of Israel.”

18‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “In the first month, on the first day of the month, you shall take a young bull without blemish and Rcleanse the sanctuary.

19R“The priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering and put it on the doorposts of the temple, on the four corners of the ledge of the altar, and on the gateposts of the gate of the inner court.

20“And so you shall do on the seventh day of the month for everyone who has sinned unintentionally or in ignorance. Thus you shall make atonement for the temple.

21R“In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, you shall observe the Passover, a feast of seven days; unleavened bread shall be eaten.

22“And on that day the prince shall prepare for himself and for all the people of the land Ra bull for a sin offering.

23“On the Rseven days of the feast he shall prepare a burnt offering to the LORD, seven bulls and seven rams without blemish, daily for seven days, Rand a kid of the goats daily for a sin offering.

24R“And he shall prepare a grain offering of one ephah for each bull and one ephah for each ram, together with a hin of oil for each ephah.

25“In the seventh month, on the fifteenth day of the month, at the Rfeast, he shall do likewise for seven days, according to the sin offering, the burnt offering, the grain offering, and the oil.”




CHAPTER 46

1‘THUS says the Lord GOD: “The gateway of the inner court that faces toward the east shall be shut the six working days; but on the Sabbath it shall be opened, and on the day of the New Moon it shall be opened.

2R“The prince shall enter by way of the vestibule of the gateway from the outside, and stand by the gatepost. The priests shall prepare his burnt offering and his peace offerings. He shall worship at the threshold of the gate. Then he shall go out, but the gate shall not be shut until evening.

3“Likewise the people of the land shall worship at the entrance to this gateway before the LORD on the Sabbaths and the New Moons.

4“The burnt offering that Rthe prince offers to the LORD on the RSabbath day shall be six lambs without blemish, and a ram without blemish;

5“and the grain offering shall be one ephah for a ram, and the grain offering for the lambs, as much as he wants to give, as well as a hin of oil with every ephah.

6“On the day of the New Moon it shall be a young bull without blemish, six lambs, and a ram; they shall be without blemish.

7“He shall prepare a grain offering of an ephah for a bull, an ephah for a ram, as much as he wants to give for the lambs, and a hin of oil with every ephah.

8R“When the prince enters, he shall go in by way of the vestibule of the gateway, and go out the same way.

9“But when the people of the land come before the LORD on the appointed feast days, whoever enters by way of the north Rgate to worship shall go out by way of the south gate; and whoever enters by way of the south gate shall go out by way of the north gate. He shall not return by way of the gate through which he came, but shall go out through the opposite gate.

10“The prince shall then be in their midst. When they go in, he shall go in; and when they go out, he shall go out.

11“At the festivals and the appointed feast days Rthe grain offering shall be an ephah for a bull, an ephah for a ram, as much as he wants to give for the lambs, and a hin of oil with every ephah.

12“Now when the prince makes a voluntary burnt offering or voluntary peace offering to the LORD, the gate that faces toward the east shall then be opened for him; and he shall prepare his burnt offering and his peace offerings as he did on the Sabbath day. Then he shall go out, and after he goes out the gate shall be shut.

13R“You shall daily make a burnt offering to the LORD of a lamb of the first year without blemish; you shall prepare it Tevery morning.

14“And you shall prepare a grain offering with it every morning, a sixth of an ephah, and a third of a hin of oil to moisten the fine flour. This grain offering is a perpetual ordinance, to be made regularly to the LORD.

15“Thus they shall prepare the lamb, the grain offering, and the oil, as a Rregular burnt offering every morning.”

16‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “If the prince gives a gift of some of his inheritance to any of his sons, it shall belong to his sons; it is their possession by inheritance.

17“But if he gives a gift of some of his inheritance to one of his servants, it shall be his until Rthe year of liberty, after which it shall return to the prince. But his inheritance shall belong to his sons; it shall become theirs.

18“Moreover Rthe prince shall not take any of the people’s inheritance by evicting them from their property; he shall provide an inheritance for his sons from his own property, so that none of My people may be scattered from his property.” ’ ”

19Now he brought me through the entrance, which was at the side of the gate, into the holy chambers of the priests which face toward the north; and there a place was situated at their extreme western end.

20And he said to me, “This is the place where the priests shall Rboil the trespass offering and the sin offering, and where they shall bake the grain offering, so that they do not bring them out into the outer court to sanctify the people.”

21Then he brought me out into the outer court and caused me to pass by the four corners of the court; and in fact, in every corner of the court there was another court.

22In the four corners of the court were enclosed courts, forty cubits long and thirty wide; all four corners were the same size.

23There was a row of building stones all around in them, all around the four of them; and Tcooking hearths were made under the rows of stones all around.

24And he said to me, “These are the kitchens where the ministers of the temple shall boil the sacrifices of the people.”




CHAPTER 47

River from the Temple

1Then he brought me back to the door of the Ttemple; and there was Rwater, flowing from under the threshold of the temple toward the east, for the front of the temple faced east; the water was flowing from under the right side of the temple, south of the altar.

2He brought me out by way of the north gate, and led me around on the outside to the outer gateway that faces east; and there was water, running out on the right side.

3And when Rthe man went out to the east with the line in his hand, he measured one thousand cubits, and he brought me through the waters; the water came up to my ankles.

4Again he measured one thousand and brought me through the waters; the water came up to my knees. Again he measured one thousand and brought me through; the water came up to my waist.

5Again he measured one thousand, and it was a river that I could not cross; for the water was too deep, water in which one must swim, a river that could not be crossed.

6He said to me, “Son of man, have you seen this?” Then he brought me and returned me to the bank of the river.

7When I returned, there, along the bank of the river, were very many Rtrees on one side and the other.

8Then he said to me: “This water flows toward the eastern region, goes down into the valley, and enters the sea. When it reaches the sea, its waters are healed.

9“And it shall be that every living thing that moves, wherever Tthe rivers go, will live. There will be a very great multitude of fish, because these waters go there; for they will be healed, and everything will live wherever the river goes.

10“It shall be that fishermen will stand by it from En Gedi to En Eglaim; they will be places for spreading their nets. Their fish will be of the same kinds as the fish Rof the Great Sea, exceedingly many.

11“But its swamps and marshes will not be healed; they will be given over to salt.

12“Along the bank of the river, on this side and that, will grow all kinds of trees used for food; their leaves will not wither, and their fruit will not fail. They will bear fruit every month, because their water flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for medicine.”

Boundaries of the Land

13Thus says the Lord GOD: “These are the borders by which you shall divide the land as an inheritance among the twelve tribes of Israel. Joseph shall have two portions.

14“You shall inherit it equally with one another; for I raised My hand in an oath to give it to your fathers, and this land shall Rfall to you as your inheritance.

15“This shall be the border of the land on the north: from the Great Sea, by the road to Hethlon, as one goes to Zedad, 

16R“Hamath, Berothah, Sibraim (which is between the border of Damascus and the border of Hamath), to Hazar Hatticon (which is on the border of Hauran).

17“Thus the boundary shall be from the Sea to Hazar Enan, the border of Damascus; and as for the north, northward, it is the border of Hamath. This is the north side.

18“On the east side you shall mark out the border from between Hauran and Damascus, and between Gilead and the land of Israel, along the Jordan, and along the eastern side of the sea. This is the east side.

19“The south side, toward the South, * shall be from Tamar to Rthe waters of TMeribah by Kadesh, along the brook to the Great Sea. This is the south side, toward the South.

20“The west side shall be the Great Sea, from the southern boundary until one comes to a point opposite Hamath. This is the west side.

21“Thus you shall divide this land among yourselves according to the tribes of Israel.

22“It shall be that you will divide it by lot as an inheritance for yourselves, Rand for the strangers who dwell among you and who bear children among you. RThey shall be to you as native-born among the children of Israel; they shall have an inheritance with you among the tribes of Israel. 

23“And it shall be that in whatever tribe the stranger dwells, there you shall give him his inheritance, ” says the Lord GOD.




CHAPTER 48

Divisions of the Land

1“Now these are the names of the tribes: RFrom the northern border along the road to Hethlon at the entrance of Hamath, to Hazar Enan, the border of Damascus northward, in the direction of Hamath, there shall be one section for RDan from its east to its west side;

2“by the border of Dan, from the east side to the west, one section for Asher;

3“by the border of Asher, from the east side to the west, one section for Naphtali;

4“by the border of Naphtali, from the east side to the west, one section for Manasseh;

5“by the border of Manasseh, from the east side to the west, one section for REphraim;

6“by the border of Ephraim, from the east side to the west, one section for Reuben;

7“by the border of Reuben, from the east side to the west, one section for Judah;

8“by the border of Judah, from the east side to the west, shall be the district which you shall set apart, twenty-five thousand cubits in width, and in length the same as one of the other portions, from the east side to the west, with the sanctuary in the center.

9“The district that you shall set apart for the LORD shall be twenty-five thousand cubits in length and ten thousand in width.

10“To these—to the priests—the holy district shall belong: on the north twenty-five thousand cubits in length, on the west ten thousand in width, on the east ten thousand in width, and on the south twenty-five thousand in length. The sanctuary of the LORD shall be in the center.

11R“It shall be for the priests of the sons of Zadok, who are sanctified, who have kept My charge, who did not go astray when the children of Israel went astray, Ras the Levites went astray.

12“And this district of land that is set apart shall be to them a thing most Rholy by the border of the Levites.

13“Opposite the border of the priests, the Levites shall have an area twenty-five thousand cubits in length and ten thousand in width; its entire length shall be twenty-five thousand and its width ten thousand.

14“And they shall not sell or exchange any of it; they may not alienate this best part of the land, for it is holy to the LORD.

15R“The five thousand cubits in width that remain, along the edge of the twenty-five thousand, shall be for general use by the city, for dwellings and common-land; and the city shall be in the center.

16“These shall be its measurements: the north side four thousand five hundred cubits, the south side four thousand five hundred, the east side four thousand five hundred, and the west side four thousand five hundred.

17“The common-land of the city shall be: to the north two hundred and fifty cubits, to the south two hundred and fifty, to the east two hundred and fifty, and to the west two hundred and fifty.

18“The rest of the length, alongside the district of the holy section, shall be ten thousand cubits to the east and ten thousand to the west. It shall be adjacent to the district of the holy section, and its produce shall be food for the workers of the city.

19R“The workers of the city, from all the tribes of Israel, shall cultivate it.

20“The entire district shall be twenty-five thousand cubits by twenty-five thousand cubits, foursquare. You shall set apart the holy district with the property of the city.

21“The rest shall belong to the prince, on one side and on the other of the holy district and of the city’s property, next to the twenty-five thousand cubits of the holy district as far as the eastern border, and westward next to the twenty-five thousand as far as the western border, adjacent to the tribal portions; it shall belong to the prince. It shall be the holy district, and the sanctuary of the Ttemple shall be in the center.

22“Moreover, apart from the possession of the Levites and the possession of the city which are in the midst of what belongs to the prince, the area between the border of Judah and the border of RBenjamin shall belong to the prince.

23“As for the rest of the tribes, from the east side to the west, Benjamin shall have one section;

24“by the border of Benjamin, from the east side to the west, RSimeon shall have one section;

25“by the border of Simeon, from the east side to the west, RIssachar shall have one section;

26“by the border of Issachar, from the east side to the west, RZebulun shall have one section;

27“by the border of Zebulun, from the east side to the west, Gad shall have one section;

28“by the border of Gad, on the south side, toward the South, * the border shall be from Tamar to the waters of Meribah by Kadesh, along the brook to the Great Sea.

29R“This is the land which you shall divide by lot as an inheritance among the tribes of Israel, and these are their portions, ” says the Lord GOD.

Gates of the City

30“These are the exits of the city. On the north side, measuring four thousand five hundred cubits

31R“(the gates of the city shall be named after the tribes of Israel), the three gates northward: one gate for Reuben, one gate for Judah, and one gate for Levi;

32“on the east side, four thousand five hundred cubits, three gates: one gate for Joseph, one gate for Benjamin, and one gate for Dan;

33“on the south side, measuring four thousand five hundred cubits, three gates: one gate for Simeon, one gate for Issachar, and one gate for Zebulun;

34“on the west side, four thousand five hundred cubits with their three gates: one gate for Gad, one gate for Asher, and one gate for Naphtali.

Name of the City

35“All the way around shall be eighteen thousand cubits; Rand the name of the city from that day shall be: RTHE LORD IS THERE.”*




The Book of Daniel
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THE BOOK OF DANIEL

Daniel’s life and ministry bridge the entire seventy-year period of Babylonian captivity. Deported to Babylon at the age of sixteen, and handpicked for government service, Daniel becomes God’s prophetic mouthpiece to the Gentile and Jewish world declaring God’s present and eternal purpose. Nine of the twelve chapters in his book revolve around dreams, including God-given visions involving trees, animals, beasts, and images. In both his personal adventures and prophetic visions, Daniel shows God’s guidance, intervention, and power in the affairs of men.

The name Daniye’l or Dani’el means “God Is My Judge”; and the book is, of course, named after the author and principal character. The Greek form Daniel in the Septuagint is the basis for the Latin and English titles.
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THE AUTHOR OF DANIEL

Daniel and his three friends were evidently born into noble Judean families and were “young men in whom there was no blemish, but good-looking, gifted in all wisdom, possessing knowledge and quick to understand” (1:4). He was given three years of training in the best of Babylon’s schools (1:5). As part of the reidentification process, he was given a new name that honored one of the Babylonian deities: Belteshazzar meant “Bel Protect His Life” (see 1:7; 4:8; Jer. 51:44). Daniel’s wisdom and divinely given interpretive abilities brought him into a position of prominence, especially in the courts of Nebuchadnezzar and Darius. He is one of the few well-known Bible characters about whom nothing negative is ever written. His life was characterized by faith, prayer, courage, consistency, and lack of compromise. This “greatly beloved” man (9:23; 10:11, 19) was mentioned three times by his sixth-century B.C. contemporary Ezekiel as an example of righteousness.

Daniel claimed to write this book (12:4), and he used the autobiographical first person from 7:2 onward. The Jewish Talmud agrees with this testimony, and Christ attributed a quote from 9:27 to “Daniel the prophet” (Matt. 24:15).
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THE TIME OF DANIEL

Babylon rebelled against the Assyrian Empire in 626 B.C. and overthrew the Assyrian capital of Nineveh in 612 B.C. Babylon became the master of the Middle East when it defeated the Egyptian armies in 605 B.C. Daniel was among those taken captive to Babylon that year when Nebuchadnezzar subdued Jerusalem. He ministered for the full duration of the Babylonian captivity as a prophet and a government official and continued on after Babylon was overcome by the Medes and Persians in 539 B.C. His prophetic ministry was directed to the Gentile courts of Babylon (Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar) and Persia (Darius and Cyrus), as well as to his Jewish countrymen. Zerubbabel led a return of the Jews to Jerusalem in the first year of Cyrus, and Daniel lived and ministered at least until the third year of Cyrus (536 B.C., 10:1). Daniel’s book was no doubt written by Cyrus’s ninth year (c. 530 B.C.). As he predicted, the Persian Empire continued until Alexander the Great (11:2, 3), who extended the boundaries of the Greek Empire as far east as India. The Romans later displaced the Greeks as rulers of the Middle East.

For various reasons, many critics have argued that Daniel is a fraudulent book that was written in the time of the Maccabees in the second century B.C., not the sixth century B.C. as it claims. But their arguments are not compelling:


(1) The prophetic argument holds that Daniel could not have made such accurate predictions; it must be a “prophecy after the events.” Daniel 11 alone contains over one hundred specific prophecies of historical events that literally came true. The author, the critics say, must have lived at the time of Antiochus Epiphanes (175–163 B.C.) and probably wrote this to strengthen the faith of the Jews. But this argument was developed out of a theological bias that assumes true prophecy cannot take place. It also implies that the work was intentionally deceptive.

(2) The linguistic argument claims that the book uses a late Aramaic in 2–7 and that the Persian and Greek words also point to a late date. But recent discoveries show that Daniel’s Aramaic is actually a form of the early Imperial Aramaic. Daniel’s use of some Persian words is no argument for a late date since he continued living in the Persian period under Cyrus. The only Greek words are names of musical instruments in chapter 3, and this comes as no surprise since there were Greek mercenaries in the Assyrian and Babylonian armies. Far more Greek words would be expected if the book were written in the second century B.C.

(3) The historical argument asserts that Daniel’s historical blunders argue for a late date. But recent evidence has demonstrated the historical accuracy of Daniel. Inscriptions found at Haran show that Belshazzar reigned in Babylon while his father Nabonidus was fighting the invading Persians. And Darius the Mede (5:31; 6:1) has been identified as Gubaru, a governor appointed by Cyrus.
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THE CHRIST OF DANIEL

Christ is the Great Stone who will crush the kingdoms of this world (2:34, 35, 44), the Son of Man who is given dominion by the Ancient of Days (7:13, 14), and the coming Messiah who will be cut off (9:25, 26). It is likely that Daniel’s vision in 10:5–9 was an appearance of Christ (cf. Rev. 1:12–16).

The vision of the sixty-nine weeks in 9:25, 26 pinpoints the coming of the Messiah. The decree of 9:25 took place on March 4, 444 B.C. (Neh. 2:1–8). The sixty-nine weeks of seven years equals 483 years, or 173,880 days (using 360-day prophetic years). This leads to March 29, A.D. 33, the date of the Triumphal Entry. This is checked by noting that 444 B.C. to A.D. 33 is 476 years, and 476 times 365.24219 days per year equals 173,855 days. Adding twenty-five days for the difference between March 4 and March 29 gives 173,880 days.
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KEYS TO DANIEL

Key Word: God’s Program for Israel—Daniel was written to encourage the exiled Jews by revealing God’s sovereign program for Israel during and after the period of Gentile domination. The “Times of the Gentiles” began with the Babylonian captivity, and Israel would suffer under Gentile powers for many years. But this period is not permanent, and a time will come when God will establish the messianic kingdom, which will last forever. Daniel repeatedly emphasizes the sovereignty and power of God over human affairs. “The Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses” (4:25). The God who directs the forces of history has not deserted His people. They must continue to trust in Him, because His promises of preservation and ultimate restoration are as sure as the coming of the Messiah.

Key Verses: Daniel 2:20–22 and Daniel 2:44—“Daniel answered and said: ‘Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, for wisdom and might are His. And He changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and raises up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding. He reveals deep and secret things; He knows what is in the darkness, and light dwells with Him’ ” (2:20–22).

“And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever” (2:44).

Key Chapter: Daniel 9—Daniel’s prophecy of the seventy weeks (9:24–27) provides the chronological frame for messianic prediction from the time of Daniel to the establishment of the kingdom on earth. It is clear that the first sixty-nine weeks were fulfilled at Christ’s first coming. Some scholars affirm that the last week has not yet been fulfilled because Christ relates its main events to His second coming (Matt. 24:6, 15). Others perceive these words of Christ as applying to the Roman desecration of the temple in A.D. 70.
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SURVEY OF DANIEL

Daniel, the “Apocalypse of the Old Testament, ” presents a surprisingly detailed and comprehensive sweep of prophetic history. After an introductory chapter in Hebrew, Daniel switches to Aramaic in chapters 2–7 to describe the future course of the Gentile world powers. Then in 8–12, Daniel reverts back to his native language to survey the future of the Jewish nation under Gentile dominion. The theme of God’s sovereign control in the affairs of world history clearly emerges and provides comfort to the future church, as well as to the Jews whose nation was destroyed by the Babylonians. The Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, and Romans will come and go, but God will establish His kingdom through His redeemed people forever. Daniel’s three divisions are: the personal history of Daniel (1), the prophetic plan for the Gentiles (2–7), and the prophetic plan for Israel (8–12).

The Personal History of Daniel (1): This chapter introduces the book by giving the background and preparation of the prophet. Daniel is deported along with other promising youths and placed in an intensive training program in Nebuchadnezzar’s court. Their names and diets are changed so that they will lose their Jewish identification, but Daniel’s resolve to remain faithful to the Lord is rewarded. He and his friends are granted wisdom and knowledge.

The Prophetic Plan for the Gentiles (2–7): Only Daniel can relate and interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s disturbing dream of the great statue (2). God empowers Daniel to foretell the way in which He will sovereignly raise and depose four Gentile empires. The Messiah’s kingdom will end the times of the Gentiles. Because of his position revealed in the dream, Nebuchadnezzar erects a golden image and demands that all bow to it (3). The persecution and preservation of Daniel’s friends in the fiery furnace again illustrate the power of God. After Nebuchadnezzar refuses to respond to the warning of his vision of the tree (4), he is humbled until he acknowledges the supremacy of God and the foolishness of his pride. The feast of Belshazzar marks the end of the Babylonian kingdom (5). Belshazzar is judged because of his arrogant defiance of God. In the reign of Darius, a plot against Daniel backfires when he is divinely delivered in the den of lions (6). Daniel’s courageous faith is rewarded, and Darius learns a lesson about the might of the God of Israel. The vision of the four beasts (7) supplements the four-part statue vision of chapter 2 in its portrayal of the Babylonian, Persian, Greek, and Roman empires. But once again, “the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever” (7:18).

The Prophetic Plan for Israel (8–12): The focus in chapter 8 narrows to a vision of the ram and goat that shows Israel under the Medo-Persian and Grecian empires. Alexander the Great is the large horn of 8:21 and Antiochus Epiphanes is the little horn of 8:9. After Daniel’s prayer of confession for his people, he is privileged to receive the revelation of the seventy weeks, including the Messiah’s atoning death (9). This gives the chronology of God’s perfect plan for the redemption and deliverance of His people. Following is a great vision that gives amazing details of Israel’s future history (10 and 11). Chapter 11 chronicles the coming kings of Persia and Greece, the wars between the Ptolemies of Egypt and the Seleucids of Syria, and the persecution led by Antiochus. God’s people will be saved out of tribulation and resurrected (12).
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OUTLINE OF DANIEL

Part One: The Personal History of Daniel (1:1–21)

I. The Deportation of Daniel to Babylon … 1:1–7

II. The Faithfulness of Daniel in Babylon … 1:8–16

III. The Reputation of Daniel in Babylon … 1:17–21

Part Two: The Prophetic Plan for the Gentiles (2:1–7:28)

I. Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream of the Great Image … 2:1–49

A. Nebuchadnezzar Conceals His Dream … 2:1–13

B. God Reveals the Dream … 2:14–23

C. Daniel Interprets the Dream … 2:24–45

D. Nebuchadnezzar Promotes Daniel … 2:46–49

II. Nebuchadnezzar’s Image of Gold … 3:1–30

A. Nebuchadnezzar’s Image Is Erected … 3:1–7

B. Daniel’s Friends Refuse to Worship … 3:8–12

C. Daniel’s Friends Trust God … 3:13–18
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CHAPTER 1

The Deportation of Daniel to Babylon

1In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.

2And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with Rsome of the articles of the house of God, which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the articles into the treasure house of his god.

3Then the king instructed Ashpenaz, the master of his eunuchs, to bring Rsome of the children of Israel and some of the king’s descendants and some of the nobles, 

4young men Rin whom there was no blemish, but good-looking, gifted in all wisdom, possessing knowledge and quick to understand, who had ability to serve in the king’s palace, and Rwhom they might teach the language and literature of the Chaldeans.

5And the king appointed for them a daily provision of the king’s delicacies and of the wine which he drank, and three years of training for them, so that at the end of that time they might serve before the king.

6Now from among those of the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.

7To them the chief of the eunuchs gave names: he gave Daniel the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abed-Nego.

The Faithfulness of Daniel in Babylon

8But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself Rwith the portion of the king’s delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.

9Now RGod had brought Daniel into the favor and Tgoodwill of the chief of the eunuchs.

10And the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who has appointed your food and drink. For why should he see your faces looking worse than the young men who are your age? Then you would endanger my head before the king.”

11So Daniel said to the steward* whom the chief of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 

12“Please test your servants for ten days, and let them give us vegetables to eat and water to drink.

13“Then let our appearance be examined before you, and the appearance of the young men who eat the portion of the king’s delicacies; and as you see fit, so deal with your servants.”

14So he consented with them in this matter, and tested them ten days.

15And at the end of ten days their features appeared better and fatter in flesh than all the young men who ate the portion of the king’s delicacies.

16Thus the steward took away their portion of delicacies and the wine that they were to drink, and gave them vegetables.

The Reputation of Daniel in Babylon

17As for these four young men, God gave them Rknowledge and skill in all literature and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.

18Now at the end of the days, when the king had said that they should be brought in, the chief of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar.

19Then the king interviewed* them, and among them all none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; therefore Rthey served before the king.

20RAnd in all matters of wisdom and understanding about which the king examined them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers who were in all his realm.

21RThus Daniel continued until the first year of King Cyrus.




CHAPTER 2

Nebuchadnezzar Conceals His Dream

1Now in the second year of Nebuchad nezzar’s reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; Rand his spirit was so troubled that his sleep left him.

2RThen the king gave the command to call the magicians, the astrologers, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans to tell the king his dreams. So they came and stood before the king.

3And the king said to them, “I have had a dream, and my spirit is anxious to Tknow the dream.”

4Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic, * R“O king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will give the interpretation.”

5The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, “My decision is firm: if you do not make known the dream to me, and its interpretation, you shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made an ash heap.

6“However, if you tell the dream and its interpretation, you shall receive from me gifts, rewards, and great honor. Therefore tell me the dream and its interpretation.”

7They answered again and said, “Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will give its interpretation.”

8The king answered and said, “I know for certain that you would gain time, because you see that my decision is firm:

9“if you do not make known the dream to me, there is only one decree for you! For you have agreed to speak lying and corrupt words before me till the Ttime has changed. Therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that you can Tgive me its interpretation.”

10The Chaldeans answered the king, and said, “There is not a man on earth who can tell the king’s matter; therefore no king, lord, or ruler has ever asked such things of any magician, astrologer, or Chaldean.

11“It is a Tdifficult thing that the king requests, and there is no other who can tell it to the king Rexcept the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.”

12For this reason the king was angry and very furious, and gave the command to destroy all the wise men of Babylon.

13So the decree went out, and they began killing the wise men; and they sought Daniel and his companions, to kill them.

God Reveals the Dream

14Then with counsel and wisdom Daniel answered Arioch, the captain of the king’s guard, who had gone out to kill the wise men of Babylon;

15he answered and said to Arioch the king’s captain, “Why is the decree from the king so Turgent?” Then Arioch made the decision known to Daniel.

16So Daniel went in and asked the king to give him time, that he might tell the king the interpretation.

17Then Daniel went to his house, and made the decision known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions, 

18Rthat they might seek mercies from the God of heaven concerning this secret, so that Daniel and his companions might not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.

19Then the secret was revealed to Daniel Rin a night vision. So Daniel blessed the God of heaven.

20Daniel answered and said:

R“Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, 

For wisdom and might are His.

21And He changes Rthe times and the seasons;

RHe removes kings and raises up kings;

RHe gives wisdom to the wise

And knowledge to those who have understanding.

22He reveals deep and secret things;

RHe knows what is in the darkness, 

And light dwells with Him.

23“I thank You and praise You, 

O God of my fathers;

You have given me wisdom and might, 

And have now made known to me what we Rasked of You, 

For You have made known to us the king’s Tdemand.”

Daniel Interprets the Dream

24Therefore Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of Babylon. He went and said thus to him: “Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon; take me before the king, and I will tell the king the interpretation.”

25Then Arioch quickly brought Daniel before the king, and said thus to him, “I have found a man of the captives* of Judah, who will make known to the king the interpretation.”

26The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known to me the dream which I have seen, and its interpretation?”

27Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, “The secret which the king has demanded, the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, and the soothsayers cannot declare to the king.

28“But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream, and the visions of your head upon your bed, were these:

29“As for you, O king, thoughts came to your mind while on your bed, about what would come to pass after this; Rand He who reveals secrets has made known to you what will be.

30R“But as for me, this secret has not been revealed to me because I have more wisdom than anyone living, but for our sakes who make known the interpretation to the king, Rand that you may Tknow the thoughts of your heart.

31“You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image! This great image, whose splendor was excellent, stood before you; and its form was awesome.

32R“This image’s head was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs* of bronze, 

33“its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.*

34“You watched while a stone was cut out Rwithout hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces.

35“Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed together, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

36“This is the dream. Now we will tell the interpretation of it before the king.

37R“You, O king, are a king of kings. For the God of heaven has given you a kingdom, power, strength, and glory;

38R“and wherever the children of men dwell, or the beasts of the field and the birds of the heaven, He has given them into your hand, and has made you ruler over them all—you are this head of gold.

39“But after you shall arise Ranother kingdom Rinferior to yours; then another, a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the earth.

40“And Rthe fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and shatters everything; and like iron that crushes, that kingdom will break in pieces and crush all the others.

41“Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; yet the strength of the iron shall be in it, just as you saw the iron mixed with ceramic clay.

42“And as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly fragile.

43“As you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of men; but they will not adhere to one another, just as iron does not mix with clay.

44“And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will Rset up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.

45“Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold—the great God has made known to the king what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure.”

Nebuchadnezzar Promotes Daniel

46RThen King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, prostrate before Daniel, and commanded that they should present an offering and incense to him.

47The king answered Daniel, and said, “Truly your God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, since you could reveal this secret.”

48RThen the king promoted Daniel Rand gave him many great gifts; and he made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief administrator over all the wise men of Babylon.

49Also Daniel petitioned the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego over the affairs of the province of Babylon; but Daniel sat in the gate* of the king.




CHAPTER 3

Nebuchadnezzar’s Image Is Erected

1Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was Tsixty cubits and its width six cubits. He set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.

2And King Nebuchadnezzar sent word to gather together the satraps, the administrators, the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

3So the satraps, the administrators, the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces gathered together for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

4Then a herald cried Taloud: “To you it is commanded, RO peoples, nations, and languages, 

5“that at the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, you shall fall down and worship the gold image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up;

6“and whoever does not fall down and worship shall Rbe cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.”

7So at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the horn, flute, harp, and lyre, in symphony with all kinds of music, all the people, nations, and languages fell down and worshiped the gold image which King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

Daniel’s Friends Refuse to Worship

8Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and accused the Jews.

9They spoke and said to King Nebuchadnezzar, R“O king, live forever!

10“You, O king, have made a decree that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the gold image;

11“and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.

12R“There are certain Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego; these men, O king, have Rnot paid due regard to you. They do not serve your gods or worship the gold image which you have set up.”

Daniel’s Friends Trust God

13Then Nebuchadnezzar, in Rrage and fury, gave the command to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego. So they brought these men before the king.

14Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the gold image which I have set up?

15“Now if you are ready at the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, and you fall down and worship the image which I have made, Rgood! But if you do not worship, you shall be cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. RAnd who is the god who will deliver you from my hands?”

16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, Rwe have no need to answer you in this matter.

17“If that is the case, our RGod whom we serve is able to Rdeliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king.

18“But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we Rworship the gold image which you have set up.”

Daniel’s Friends Are Protected in the Furnace

19Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, and the expression on his face changed toward Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego. He spoke and commanded that they heat the furnace seven times more than it was usually heated.

20And he commanded certain mighty men of valor who were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, and cast them into the burning fiery furnace.

21Then these men were bound in their coats, their trousers, their turbans, and their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

22Therefore, because the king’s command was Turgent, and the furnace exceedingly hot, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego.

23And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

24Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished; and he rose in haste and spoke, saying to his Tcounselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?” They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.”

25“Look!” he answered, “I see four men loose, Rwalking in the midst of the fire; and they are not hurt, and the form of the fourth is like Rthe Son of God.”*

Daniel’s Friends Are Promoted

26Then Nebuchadnezzar went near the Tmouth of the burning fiery furnace and spoke, saying, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, servants of the RMost High God, come out, and come here.” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego came from the midst of the fire.

27And the satraps, administrators, governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together, and they saw these men Ron whose bodies the fire had no power; the hair of their head was not singed nor were their garments affected, and the smell of fire was not on them.

28Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, who sent His RAngel* and delivered His servants who trusted in Him, and they have frustrated the king’s word, and yielded their bodies, that they should not serve nor worship any god except their own God!

29“Therefore I make a decree that any people, nation, or language which speaks anything amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made an ash heap; because there is no other God who can deliver like this.”

30Then the king Tpromoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego in the province of Babylon.




CHAPTER 4

Nebuchadnezzar’s Proclamation

1 Nebuchadnezzar the king, 

RTo all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth:

Peace be multiplied to you.

2I thought it good to declare the signs and wonders Rthat the Most High God has worked for me.

3RHow great are His signs, 

And how mighty His wonders!

His kingdom is Ran everlasting kingdom, 

And His dominion is from generation to generation.

Nebuchadnezzar’s Vision

4I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my house, and flourishing in my palace.

5I saw a dream which made me afraid, and the thoughts on my bed and the visions of my head troubled me.

6Therefore I issued a decree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon before me, that they might make known to me the interpretation of the dream.

7RThen the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers came in, and I told them the dream; but they did not make known to me its interpretation.

8But at last Daniel came before me R(his name is Belteshazzar, according to the name of my god; in him is the Spirit of the Holy God), and I told the dream before him, saying:

9“Belteshazzar, Rchief of the magicians, because I know that the Spirit of the Holy God is in you, and no secret troubles you, explain to me the visions of my dream that I have seen, and its interpretation.

10“These were the visions of my head while on my bed:

I was looking, and behold, 

RA tree in the midst of the earth, 

And its height was great.

11The tree grew and became strong;

Its height reached to the heavens, 

And it could be seen to the ends of all the earth.

12Its leaves were lovely, 

Its fruit abundant, 

And in it was food for all.

RThe beasts of the field found shade under it, 

The birds of the heavens dwelt in its branches, 

And all flesh was fed from it.

13“I saw in the visions of my head while on my bed, and there was a watcher, a holy one, coming down from heaven.

14He cried aloud and said thus:

R‘Chop down the tree and cut off its branches, 

Strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit.

Let the beasts get out from under it, 

And the birds from its branches.

15Nevertheless leave the stump and roots in the earth, 

Bound with a band of iron and bronze, 

In the tender grass of the field.

Let it be wet with the dew of heaven, 

And let him graze with the beasts

On the grass of the earth.

16Let his heart be changed from that of a man, 

Let him be given the heart of a beast, 

And let seven times* pass over him.

17‘This decision is by the decree of the watchers, 

And the sentence by the word of the holy ones, 

In order that the living may know

RThat the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, 

RGives it to whomever He will, 

And sets over it the lowest of men.’

18“This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, have seen. Now you, Belteshazzar, declare its interpretation, Rsince all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known to me the interpretation; but you are able, for the Spirit of the Holy God is in you.”

Daniel’s Interpretation of the Vision

19Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonished for a time, and his thoughts troubled him. So the king spoke, and said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its interpretation trouble you.” Belteshazzar answered and said, “My lord, may the dream concern those who hate you, and its interpretation concern your enemies!

20RThe tree that you saw, which grew and became strong, whose height reached to the heavens and which could be seen by all the earth, 

21whose leaves were lovely and its fruit abundant, in which was food for all, under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and in whose branches the birds of the heaven had their home—

22it is you, O king, who have grown and become strong; for your greatness has grown and reaches to the heavens, and your dominion to the end of the earth.

23RAnd inasmuch as the king saw a watcher, a holy one, coming down from heaven and saying, ‘Chop down the tree and destroy it, but leave its stump and roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze in the tender grass of the field; let it be wet with the dew of heaven, Rand let him graze with the beasts of the field, till seven times pass over him’;

24this is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the Most High, which has come upon my lord the king:

25They shall drive you from men, your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make you eat grass like oxen. They shall wet you with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over you, till you know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses.

26And inasmuch as they gave the command to leave the stump and roots of the tree, your kingdom shall be assured to you, after you come to know that RHeavenT rules.

27Therefore, O king, let my advice be acceptable to you; Rbreak off your sins by being righteous, and your iniquities by showing mercy to the poor. RPerhaps there may be a lengthening of your prosperity.”

Nebuchadnezzar’s Humiliation

28All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar.

29At the end of the twelve months he was walking Tabout the royal palace of Babylon.

30The king spoke, saying, “Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and for the honor of my majesty?”

31While the word was still in the king’s mouth, a voice fell from heaven: “King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: the kingdom has departed from you!

32And they shall drive you from men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. They shall make you eat grass like oxen; and seven times shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses.”

33That very hour the word was fulfilled concerning Nebuchadnezzar; he was driven from men and ate grass like oxen; his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair had grown like eagles’ feathers and his nails like birds’ claws.

Nebuchadnezzar’s Restoration

34And at the end of the time* I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my understanding returned to me; and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him Rwho lives forever:

For His dominion is Ran everlasting dominion, 

And His kingdom is from generation to generation.

35RAll the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing;

RHe does according to His will in the army of heaven

And among the inhabitants of the earth.

RNo one can restrain His hand

Or say to Him, “What have You done?”

36At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my honor and splendor returned to me. My counselors and nobles resorted to me, I was restored to my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added to me.

37Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, Rall of whose works are truth, and His ways justice. RAnd those who walk in pride He is able to put down.




CHAPTER 5

Belshazzar Defiles the Temple Vessels

1Belshazzar the king made a great feast for a thousand of his lords, and drank wine in the presence of the thousand.

2While he tasted the wine, Belshazzar gave the command to bring the gold and silver vessels Rwhich his Tfather Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple which had been in Jerusalem, that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink from them.

3Then they brought the gold Rvessels that had been taken from the temple of the house of God which had been in Jerusalem; and the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from them.

4They drank wine, Rand praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze and iron, wood and stone.

Belshazzar Sees the Handwriting

5RIn the same hour the fingers of a man’s hand appeared and wrote opposite the lampstand on the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace; and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote.

6Then the king’s countenance changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his hips were loosened and his knees knocked against each other.

7The king cried aloud to bring in Rthe astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. The king spoke, saying to the wise men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing, and tells me its interpretation, shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around his neck; Rand he shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.”

8Now all the king’s wise men came, but they could not read the writing, or make known to the king its interpretation.

9Then King Belshazzar was greatly Rtroubled, his countenance was changed, and his lords were astonished.

Daniel Interprets the Handwriting

10The queen, because of the words of the king and his lords, came to the banquet hall. The queen spoke, saying, “O king, live forever! Do not let your thoughts trouble you, nor let your countenance change.

11“There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the Spirit of the Holy God. And in the days of your father, light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, were found in him; and King Nebuchadnezzar your father—your father the king—made him chief of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers.

12“Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting dreams, solving riddles, and explaining enigmas* were found in this Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar, now let Daniel be called, and he will give the interpretation.”

13Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king spoke, and said to Daniel, “Are you that Daniel who is one of the captives* from Judah, whom my Tfather the king brought from Judah?

14“I have heard of you, that Rthe TSpirit of God is in you, and that light and understanding and excellent wisdom are found in you.

15“Now Rthe wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they should read this writing and make known to me its interpretation, but they could not give the interpretation of the thing.





16“And I have heard of you, that you can give interpretations and explain enigmas. RNow if you can read the writing and make known to me its interpretation, you shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around your neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.”

17Then Daniel answered, and said before the king, “Let your gifts be for yourself, and give your rewards to another; yet I will read the writing to the king, and make known to him the interpretation.

18“O king, Rthe Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father a kingdom and majesty, glory and honor.

19“And because of the majesty that He gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages trembled and feared before him. Whomever he wished, he executed; whomever he wished, he kept alive; whomever he wished, he set up; and whomever he wished, he put down.

20R“But when his heart was lifted up, and his spirit was hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him.

21“Then he was driven from the sons of men, his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild donkeys. They fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, Rtill he Tknew that the Most High God rules in the kingdom of men, and appoints over it whomever He chooses.

22“But you his son, Belshazzar, Rhave not humbled your heart, although you knew all this.

23“And you have lifted yourself up against the Lord of heaven. They have brought the Rvessels of His house before you, and you and your lords, your wives and your concubines, have drunk wine from them. And you have praised the gods of silver and gold, bronze and iron, wood and stone, Rwhich do not see or hear or know; and the God who holds your breath in His hand Rand owns all your ways, you have not glorified. 

24“Then the fingers* of the hand were sent from Him, and this writing was written.

25“And this is the inscription that was written:

MENE, * MENE, TEKEL, * UPHARSIN.*

26“This is the interpretation of each word. MENE: God has numbered your kingdom, and finished it;

27“TEKEL: RYou have been weighed in the balances, and found wanting;

28“PERES: Your kingdom has been divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.”*

29Then Belshazzar gave the command, and they clothed Daniel with purple and put a chain of gold around his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom.

Belshazzar Is Killed

30RThat very night Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, was slain.

31And Darius the Mede received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.




CHAPTER 6

Daniel Is Promoted

1It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred and twenty satraps, to be over the whole kingdom;

2and over these, three governors, of whom Daniel was one, that the satraps might give account to them, so that the king would suffer no loss.

3Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps, Rbecause an excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him over the whole realm.

Darius Signs the Foolish Decree

4So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find no charge or fault, because he was faithful; nor was there any error or fault found in him.

5Then these men said, “We shall not find any charge against this Daniel unless we find it against him concerning the law of his God.”

6So these governors and satraps thronged before the king, and said thus to him: R“King Darius, live forever!

7“All the governors of the kingdom, the administrators and satraps, the counselors and advisors, have Rconsulted together to establish a royal statute and to make a firm decree, that whoever petitions any god or man for thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions.

8“Now, O king, establish the decree and sign the writing, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which does not alter.”

9Therefore King Darius signed the written decree.

Daniel Prays Faithfully

10Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his upper room, with his windows open Rtoward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees Rthree times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days.

11Then these men assembled and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God.

12RAnd they went before the king, and spoke concerning the king’s decree: “Have you not signed a decree that every man who petitions any god or man within thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions?” The king answered and said, “The thing is true, Raccording to the law of the Medes and Persians, which does not alter.”

13So they answered and said before the king, “That Daniel, Rwho is one of the captives* from Judah, Rdoes not show due regard for you, O king, or for the decree that you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day.”

14And the king, when he heard these words, Rwas greatly displeased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him; and he Tlabored till the going down of the sun to deliver him.

15Then these men approached the king, and said to the king, “Know, O king, that it is Rthe law of the Medes and Persians that no decree or statute which the king establishes may be changed.”

Daniel Is Saved in the Lions’ Den

16So the king gave the command, and they brought Daniel and cast him into the den of lions. But the king spoke, saying to Daniel, “Your God, whom you serve continually, He will deliver you.”

17Then a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, Rand the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the signets of his lords, that the purpose concerning Daniel might not be changed.

18Now the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; and no musicians* were brought before him. RAlso his sleep Twent from him.

19Then the Rking arose very early in the morning and went in haste to the den of lions.

20And when he came to the den, he cried out with a Tlamenting voice to Daniel. The king spoke, saying to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, Rhas your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?”

21Then Daniel said to the king, R“O king, live forever!

22R“My God sent His angel and Rshut the lions’ mouths, so that they have not hurt me, because I was found innocent before Him; and also, O king, I have done no wrong before you.”

23Now the king was exceedingly glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no injury whatever was found on him, Rbecause he believed in his God.

24And the king gave the command, and they brought those men who had accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions—them, Rtheir children, and their wives; and the lions overpowered them, and broke all their bones in pieces before they ever came to the bottom of the den.

Darius’s Wise Decree

25RThen King Darius wrote:

To all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth:

Peace be multiplied to you.

26I make a decree that in every dominion of my kingdom men must Rtremble and fear before the God of Daniel.

RFor He is the living God, 

And steadfast forever;

His kingdom is the one which shall not be Rdestroyed, 

And His dominion shall endure to the end.

27He delivers and rescues, 

RAnd He works signs and wonders

In heaven and on earth, 

Who has delivered Daniel from the Tpower of the lions.

28So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius Rand in the reign of RCyrus the Persian.




CHAPTER 7

Four Beasts

1In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of his head while on his bed. Then he wrote down the dream, telling the main facts.*

2Daniel spoke, saying, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the Great Sea.

3“And four great beasts came up from the sea, each different from the other.

4“The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings. I watched till its wings were plucked off; and it was lifted up from the earth and made to stand on two feet like a man, and a man’s heart was given to it.

5R“And suddenly another beast, a second, like a bear. It was raised up on one side, and had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. And they said thus to it: ‘Arise, devour much flesh!’

6“After this I looked, and there was another, like a leopard, which had on its back four wings of a bird. The beast also had four heads, and dominion was given to it.

7“After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, Ra fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, exceedingly strong. It had huge iron teeth; it was devouring, breaking in pieces, and trampling the residue with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns.

8“I was considering the horns, and Rthere was another horn, a little one, coming up among them, before whom three of the first horns were plucked out by the roots. And there, in this horn, were eyes like the eyes Rof a man, Rand a mouth speaking pompous words.

“Ancient of Days”

9“IR watched till thrones were Tput in place, 

And Rthe Ancient of Days was seated;

RHis garment was white as snow, 

And the hair of His head was like pure wool.

His throne was a fiery flame, 

RIts wheels a burning fire;

10RA fiery stream issued

And came forth from before Him.

RA thousand thousands ministered to Him;

Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him.

RThe court* was seated, 

And the books were opened.

11“I watched then because of the sound of the Tpompous words which the horn was speaking; RI watched till the beast was slain, and its body destroyed and given to the burning flame.

12“As for the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away, yet their lives were prolonged for a season and a time.

13“I was watching in the night visions, 

And behold, One like the Son of Man, 

Coming with the clouds of heaven!

He came to the Ancient of Days, 

And they brought Him near before Him.

14RThen to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, 

That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him.

His dominion is Ran everlasting dominion, 

Which shall not pass away, 

And His kingdom the one

Which shall not be destroyed.

Interpretation of the Four Beasts

15“I, Daniel, was grieved in my spirit Twithin my body, and the visions of my head troubled me.

16“I came near to one of those who stood by, and asked him the truth of all this. So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of these things:

17‘Those great beasts, which are four, are four kings* which arise out of the earth.

18‘But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever, even forever and ever.’

19“Then I wished to know the truth about the fourth beast, which was different from all the others, exceedingly dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its nails of bronze, which devoured, broke in pieces, and trampled the residue with its feet;

20“and the ten horns that were on its head, and the other horn which came up, before which three fell, namely, that horn which had eyes and a mouth which spoke Tpompous words, whose appearance was greater than his fellows.

21“I was watching; Rand the same horn was making war against the saints, and prevailing against them, 

22“until the Ancient of Days came, Rand a judgment was made in favor of the saints of the Most High, and the time came for the saints to possess the kingdom.

Interpretation of the Fourth Beast

23“Thus he said:

‘The fourth beast shall be

RA fourth kingdom on earth, 

Which shall be different from all other kingdoms, 

And shall devour the whole earth, 

Trample it and break it in pieces.

24RThe ten horns are ten kings

Who shall arise from this kingdom.

And another shall rise after them;

He shall be different from the first ones, 

And shall subdue three kings.

25RHe shall speak pompous words against the Most High, 

Shall Rpersecute* the saints of the Most High, 

And shall Rintend to change times and law.

Then Rthe saints shall be given into his hand

For a time and times and half a time.

26‘But the court shall be seated, 

And they shall take away his dominion, 

To consume and destroy it forever.

27Then the Rkingdom and dominion, 

And the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven, 

Shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most High.

RHis kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

RAnd all dominions shall serve and obey Him.’

28“This is the end of the account.* As for me, Daniel, Rmy thoughts greatly troubled me, and my countenance changed; but I kept the matter in my heart.”




CHAPTER 8

The Ram

1In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar a vision appeared to me—to me, Daniel—after the one that appeared to me Rthe first time.

2I saw in the vision, and it so happened while I was looking, that I was in RShushan, T the citadel, which is in the province of Elam; and I saw in the vision that I was by the River Ulai.

3Then I lifted my eyes and saw, and there, standing beside the river, was a ram which had two horns, and the two horns were high; but one was higher than the other, and the higher one came up last.

4I saw the ram pushing westward, northward, and southward, so that no animal could withstand him; nor was there any that could deliver from his hand, but he did according to his will and became great.

The Male Goat

5And as I was considering, suddenly a male goat came from the west, across the surface of the whole earth, without touching the ground; and the goat had a notable Rhorn between his eyes.

6Then he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing beside the river, and ran at him with furious power.

7And I saw him confronting the ram; he was moved with rage against him, attacked the ram, and broke his two horns. There was no power in the ram to withstand him, but he cast him down to the ground and trampled him; and there was no one that could deliver the ram from his hand.

8Therefore the male goat grew very great; but when he became strong, the large horn was broken, and in place of it Rfour notable ones came up toward the four winds of heaven.

The Little Horn

9RAnd out of one of them came a little horn which grew exceedingly great toward the south, Rtoward the east, and toward the RGlorious Land.

10RAnd it grew up to Rthe host of heaven; and Rit cast down some of the host and some of the stars to the ground, and trampled them.

11He even exalted himself as high as the Prince of the host; and by him Rthe daily sacrifices were taken away, and the place of His sanctuary was cast down.

12Because of transgression, an army was given over to the horn to oppose the daily sacrifices; and he cast truth down to the ground. He did all this and prospered.

The Length of the Vision

13Then I heard Ra holy one speaking; and another holy one said to that certain one who was speaking, “How long will the vision be, concerning the daily sacrifices and the transgression of desolation, the giving of both the sanctuary and the host to be trampled underfoot?”

14And he said to me, “For two thousand three hundred days;* then the sanctuary shall be cleansed.”

Interpretation of the Vision

15Then it happened, when I, Daniel, had seen the vision and was seeking the meaning, that suddenly there stood before me one having the appearance of a man.

16And I heard a man’s voice Rbetween the banks of the Ulai, who called, and said, R“Gabriel, make this man understand the vision.”

17So he came near where I stood, and when he came I was afraid and Rfell on my face; but he said to me, “Understand, son of man, that the vision refers to the time of the end.”

18RNow, as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep with my face to the ground; Rbut he touched me, and stood me upright.

19And he said, “Look, I am making known to you what shall happen in the latter time of the indignation; Rfor at the appointed time the end shall be.

Interpretation of the Ram

20“The ram which you saw, having the two horns—they are the kings of Media and Persia.

Interpretation of the Male Goat

21“And the Tmale goat is the kingdom* of Greece. The large horn that is between its eyes Ris the first king.

22R“As for the broken horn and the four that stood up in its place, four kingdoms shall arise out of that nation, but not with its power.

Interpretation of the Little Horn

23“And in the latter time of their kingdom, 

When the transgressors have reached their fullness, 

A king shall arise, 

RHaving fierce features, 

Who understands sinister schemes.

24His power shall be mighty, Rbut not by his own power;

He shall destroy fearfully, 

RAnd shall prosper and thrive;

RHe shall destroy the mighty, and also the holy people.

25“ThroughR his cunning

He shall cause deceit to prosper under his rule;*

RAnd he shall exalt himself in his heart.

He shall destroy many in their prosperity.

RHe shall even rise against the Prince of princes;

But he shall be Rbroken without human means.*

26“And the vision of the evenings and mornings

Which was told is true;

RTherefore seal up the vision, 

For it refers to many days in the future.”

Response of Daniel

27And I, Daniel, fainted and was sick for days; afterward I arose and went about the king’s business. I was Tastonished by the vision, but no one understood it.




CHAPTER 9

The Understanding of Daniel

1In the first year Rof Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the lineage of the Medes, who was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans—

2in the first year of his reign I, Daniel, understood by the books the number of the years specified by the word of the LORD through RJeremiah the prophet, that He would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.

The Intercession of Daniel

3Then I set my face toward the Lord God to make request by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes.

4And I prayed to the LORD my God, and made confession, and said, “O Lord, great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and mercy with those who love Him, and with those who keep His commandments, 

5R“we have sinned and committed iniquity, we have done wickedly and rebelled, even by departing from Your precepts and Your judgments.

6R“Neither have we heeded Your servants the prophets, who spoke in Your name to our kings and our princes, to our fathers and all the people of the land.

7“O Lord, righteousness belongs to You, but to us shame of face, as it is this day—to the men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, those near and those far off in all the countries to which You have driven them, because of the unfaithfulness which they have committed against You.

8“O Lord, to us belongs shame of face, to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, because we have sinned against You.

9R“To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, though we have rebelled against Him.

10“We have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in His laws, which He set before us by His servants the prophets.

11“Yes, Rall Israel has transgressed Your law, and has departed so as not to obey Your voice; therefore the curse and the oath written in the RLaw of Moses the servant of God have been poured out on us, because we have sinned against Him.

12“And He has Rconfirmed His words, which He spoke against us and against our judges who judged us, by bringing upon us a great disaster; Rfor under the whole heaven such has never been done as what has been done to Jerusalem.

13R“As it is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come upon us; yet we have not made our prayer before the LORD our God, that we might turn from our iniquities and understand Your truth.

14“Therefore the LORD has Rkept the disaster in mind, and brought it upon us; for Rthe LORD our God is righteous in all the works which He does, though we have not obeyed His voice.

15“And now, O Lord our God, Rwho brought Your people out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and made Yourself Ra name, as it is this day—we have sinned, we have done wickedly!

16“O Lord, Raccording to all Your righteousness, I pray, let Your anger and Your fury be turned away from Your city Jerusalem, RYour holy mountain; because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your people are a reproach to all those around us.

17“Now therefore, our God, hear the prayer of Your servant, and his supplications, Rand Rfor the Lord’s sake cause Your face to shine on Your sanctuary, Rwhich is desolate.

18R“O my God, incline Your ear and hear; open Your eyes and see our desolations, and the city which is called by Your name; for we do not present our supplications before You because of our righteous deeds, but because of Your great mercies.

19“O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and act! Do not delay for Your own sake, my God, for Your city and Your people are called by Your name.”

The Intervention of Gabriel

20Now while I was speaking, praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the holy mountain of my God, 

21yes, while I was speaking in prayer, the man RGabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, Tbeing caused to fly swiftly, reached me about the time of the evening offering.

22And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, “O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you skill to understand.

23“At the beginning of your supplications the Tcommand went out, and I have come to tell you, for you are greatly Rbeloved; therefore Rconsider the matter, and understand the vision:

The Revelation of the Seventy Weeks

24“Seventy weeks* are determined

For your people and for your holy city, 

To finish the transgression, 

To make an end of* sins, 

To make reconciliation for iniquity, 

To bring in everlasting righteousness, 

To seal up vision and prophecy, 

And to anoint the Most Holy.

25“Know therefore and understand, 

That from the going forth of the command

To restore and build Jerusalem

Until RMessiah Rthe Prince, 

There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks;

The street* shall be built again, and the wall, *

Even in troublesome times.

26“And after the sixty-two weeks

RMessiah shall be cut off, Rbut not for Himself;

And Rthe people of the prince who is to come

RShall destroy the city and the sanctuary.

The end of it shall be with a flood, 

And till the end of the war desolations are determined.

27Then he shall confirm Ra Tcovenant with Rmany for one week;

But in the middle of the week

He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering.

And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, 

REven until the consummation, which is determined, 

Is poured out on the desolate.”




CHAPTER 10

Time of the Vision

1In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a message was revealed to Daniel, whose Rname was called Belteshazzar. The message was true, but the appointed time was long;* and he understood the message, and had understanding of the vision.

2In those days I, Daniel, was mourning three full weeks.

3I ate no pleasant food, no meat or wine came into my mouth, nor did I anoint myself at all, till three whole weeks were fulfilled.

4Now on the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was by the side of the great river, that is, the Tigris, *

Vision of the Heavenly Messenger

5I lifted my eyes and looked, and behold, a certain man clothed in linen, whose waist was Rgirded with gold of Uphaz!

6His body was like beryl, his face like the appearance of lightning, his eyes like torches of fire, his arms and feet like burnished bronze in color, Rand the sound of his words like the voice of a multitude.

7And I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, for the men who were with me did not see the vision; but a great terror fell upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves.

8Therefore I was left alone when I saw this great vision, and no strength remained in me; for my Tvigor was turned to frailty in me, and I retained no strength.

9Yet I heard the sound of his words; and while I heard the sound of his words I was in a deep sleep on my face, with my face to the ground.

Touch of the Heavenly Messenger

10RSuddenly, a hand touched me, which made me tremble on my knees and on the palms of my hands.

11And he said to me, “O Daniel, man greatly beloved, understand the words that I speak to you, and stand upright, for I have now been sent to you.” While he was speaking this word to me, I stood trembling.

12Then he said to me, “Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand, and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard; and I have come because of your words.

13R“But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days; and behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left alone there with the kings of Persia.

14“Now I have come to make you understand what will happen to your people Rin the latter days, Rfor the vision refers to many days yet to come.”

15When he had spoken such words to me, RI Tturned my face toward the ground and became speechless.

16And suddenly, one having the likeness of the sons* of men touched my lips; then I opened my mouth and spoke, saying to him who stood before me, “My lord, because of the vision my sorrows have overwhelmed me, and I have retained no strength.

17“For how can this servant of my lord talk with you, my lord? As for me, no strength remains in me now, nor is any breath left in me.”

Strengthening by the Heavenly Messenger

18Then again, the one having the likeness of a man touched me and strengthened me.

19And he said, “O man greatly beloved, Rfear not! Peace be to you; be strong, yes, be strong!” So when he spoke to me I was strengthened, and said, “Let my lord speak, for you have strengthened me.”

20Then he said, “Do you know why I have come to you? And now I must return to fight Rwith the prince of Persia; and when I have gone forth, indeed the prince of Greece will come.

21“But I will tell you what is noted in the Scripture of Truth. (No one upholds me against these, except Michael your prince.




CHAPTER 11

The Rule of Persia

1“Also Rin the first year of RDarius the Mede, I, even I, stood up to confirm and strengthen him.)

2“And now I will tell you the truth: Behold, three more kings will arise in Persia, and the fourth shall be far richer than them all; by his strength, through his riches, he shall stir up all against the realm of Greece.

The Rule of Greece

3“Then Ra mighty king shall arise, who shall rule with great dominion, and Rdo according to his will.

4“And when he has arisen, his kingdom shall be broken up and divided toward the four winds of heaven, but not among his posterity nor according to his dominion with which he ruled; for his kingdom shall be uprooted, even for others besides these.

5“Also the king of the South shall become strong, as well as one of his princes; and he shall gain power over him and have dominion. His dominion shall be a great dominion.

6“And at the end of some years they shall join forces, for the daughter of the king of the South shall go to the king of the North to make an agreement; but she shall not retain the power of her authority, * and neither he nor his authority* shall stand; but she shall be given up, with those who brought her, and with him who begot her, and with him who strengthened her in those times.

7“But from a branch of her roots one shall arise in his place, who shall come with an army, enter the fortress of the king of the North, and deal with them and prevail.

8“And he shall also carry their gods captive to Egypt, with their princes* and their precious articles of silver and gold; and he shall continue more years than the king of the North.

9“Also the king of the North shall come to the kingdom of the king of the South, but shall return to his own land.

10“However his sons shall stir up strife, and assemble a multitude of great forces; and one shall certainly come and overwhelm and pass through; then he shall return to his fortress and stir up strife.

11“And the king of the South shall be moved with rage, and go out and fight with him, with the king of the North, who shall muster a great multitude; but the multitude shall be given into the hand of his enemy.

12“When he has taken away the multitude, his heart will be Tlifted up; and he will cast down tens of thousands, but he will not prevail.

13“For the king of the North will return and muster a multitude greater than the former, and shall certainly come at the end of some years with a great army and much equipment.

14“Now in those times many shall rise up against the king of the South. Also, violent men* of your people shall exalt themselves Tin fulfillment of the vision, but they shall Rfall.

15“So the king of the North shall come and Rbuild a siege mound, and take a fortified city; and the forces* of the South shall not withstand him. Even his choice troops shall have no strength to resist.

16“But he who comes against him Rshall do according to his own will, and Rno one shall stand against him. He shall stand in the Glorious Land with destruction in his power.*

17“He shall also Rset his face to enter with the strength of his whole kingdom, and upright ones* with him; thus shall he do. And he shall give him the daughter of women to destroy it; but she shall not stand with him, Ror be for him.

18“After this he shall turn his face to the coastlands, and shall take many. But a ruler shall bring the reproach against them to an end; and with the reproach removed, he shall turn back on him.

19“Then he shall turn his face toward the fortress of his own land; but he shall Rstumble and fall, and not be found.

20“There shall arise in his place one who imposes taxes on the glorious kingdom; but within a few days he shall be destroyed, but not in anger or in battle.

21“And in his place Rshall arise a vile person, to whom they will not give the honor of royalty; but he shall come in peaceably, and seize the kingdom by intrigue.

22“With the force* of a flood they shall be swept away from before him and be broken, and also the prince of the covenant.

23“And after the league is made with him Rhe shall act deceitfully, for he shall come up and become strong with a small number of people.

24“He shall enter peaceably, even into the richest places of the province; and he shall do what his fathers have not done, nor his forefathers: he shall disperse among them the plunder, Tspoil, and riches; and he shall devise his plans against the strongholds, but only for a time.

25“He shall stir up his power and his courage against the king of the South with a great army. And the king of the South shall be stirred up to battle with a very great and mighty army; but he shall not stand, for they shall devise plans against him.

26“Yes, those who eat of the portion of his delicacies shall destroy him; his army shall Tbe swept away, and many shall fall down slain.

27“Both these kings’ hearts shall be bent on evil, and they shall speak lies at the same table; but it shall not prosper, for the end will still be at the Rappointed time.

28“While returning to his land with great riches, his heart shall be moved against the holy covenant; so he shall do damage and return to his own land.

29“At the appointed time he shall return and go toward the south; but it shall not be like the former or the latter.

30R“For ships from Cyprus* shall come against him; therefore he shall be grieved, and return in rage against the holy covenant, and do damage. So he shall return and show regard for those who forsake the holy covenant.

31“And forces* shall be mustered by him, Rand they shall defile the sanctuary fortress; then they shall take away the daily sacrifices, and place there the abomination of desolation.

32“Those who do wickedly against the covenant he shall Tcorrupt with flattery; but the people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.

33“And those of the people who understand shall instruct many; yet for many days they shall fall by sword and flame, by captivity and plundering.

34“Now when they fall, they shall be aided with a little help; but many shall join with them by Tintrigue.

35“And some of those of understanding shall fall, to refine them, purify them, and make them white, until the time of the end; because it is still for the appointed time.

Prophecy of the Willful King

36“Then the king shall do according to his own will: he shall exalt and magnify himself above every god, shall speak blasphemies against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the wrath has been accomplished; for what has been determined shall be done.

37“He shall regard neither the God* of his fathers nor the desire of women, Rnor regard any god; for he shall exalt himself above them all.

38“But in their place he shall honor a god of fortresses; and a god which his fathers did not know he shall honor with gold and silver, with precious stones and pleasant things.

39“Thus he shall act against the strongest fortresses with a foreign god, which he shall acknowledge, and advance its glory; and he shall cause them to rule over many, and divide the land for Tgain.

40“At the time of the end the king of the South shall attack him; and the king of the North shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter the countries, overwhelm them, and pass through.

41“He shall also enter the Glorious Land, and many countries shall be overthrown; but these shall escape from his hand: Edom, Moab, and the prominent people of Ammon.

42“He shall stretch out his hand against the countries, and the land of REgypt shall not escape.

43“He shall have power over the treasures of gold and silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt; also the Libyans and Ethiopians shall follow Rat his heels.

44“But news from the east and the north shall trouble him; therefore he shall go out with great fury to destroy and annihilate many.

45“And he shall plant the tents of his palace between the seas and the glorious holy mountain; Ryet he shall come to his end, and no one will help him.




CHAPTER 12

Prophecy of the Great Time of Trouble

1“At that time Michael shall stand up, The great prince who stands watch over the sons of your people;

RAnd there shall be a time of trouble, 

Such as never was since there was a nation, 

Even to that time.

And at that time your people Rshall be delivered, 

Every one who is found Rwritten in the book.

Prophecy of the Resurrections

2And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 

RSome to everlasting life, 

Some to shame Rand everlasting Tcontempt. 

3Those who are wise shall shine

Like the brightness of the firmament, 

RAnd those who turn many to righteousness

Like the stars forever and ever.

Sealing of the Book

4“But you, Daniel, Rshut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall Rrun to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.”

Questions Regarding the Great Time of Trouble

5Then I, Daniel, looked; and there stood two others, one on this riverbank and the other on that Rriverbank.

6And one said to the man clothed in Rlinen, who was above the waters of the river, R“How long shall the fulfillment of these wonders be?”

7Then I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever, that it shall be for a time, times, and half a time; Rand when the power of the holy people has been completely shattered, all these things shall be finished.

8Although I heard, I did not understand. Then I said, “My lord, what shall be the end of these things?”

9And he said, “Go your way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.

10“Many shall be purified, made white, and refined, but the wicked shall do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand.

11“And from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, and the abomination of desolation is set up, there shall be one thousand two hundred and ninety days.

12“Blessed is he who waits, and comes to the one thousand three hundred and thirty-five days.

13“But you, go your way till the end; Rfor you shall rest, and will arise to your inheritance at the end of the days.”




The Book of Hosea

[image: ]

THE BOOK OF HOSEA

Hosea, whose name means “Salvation, ” ministers to the northern kingdom of Israel (also called Ephraim, after its largest tribe). Outwardly, the nation is enjoying a time of prosperity and growth; but inwardly, moral corruption and spiritual adultery permeate the people. Hosea, instructed by God to marry a woman named Gomer, finds his domestic life to be an accurate and tragic dramatization of the unfaithfulness of God’s people. During his half century of prophetic ministry, Hosea repeatedly echoes his threefold message: God abhors the sins of His people; judgment is certain; but God’s loyal love stands firm.

The names “Hosea, ” “Joshua, ” and “Jesus” are all derived from the same Hebrew root word. The word Hoshea means “Salvation, ” but “Joshua” and “Jesus” include an additional idea: “Yahweh Is Salvation” (see “The Book of Joshua”). As God’s messenger, Hosea offers the possibility of salvation if only the nation will turn from idolatry back to God.

Israel’s last king, Hoshea, has the same name as the prophet even though the English Bible spells them differently. “Hosea” in the Greek and Latin is Osee.
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THE AUTHOR OF HOSEA

Few critics refute the claim in 1:1 that Hosea is the author of this book. His place of birth is not given, but his familiarity and obvious concern with the northern kingdom indicate that he lived in Israel, not Judah. This is also seen when he calls the king of Samaria “our king” (7:5). Hosea was the son of Beeri (1:1), husband of Gomer (1:3), and father of two sons and a daughter (1:4, 6, 9). Nothing more is known of him since he is not mentioned elsewhere in the Bible.

Hosea has a real compassion for his people, and his personal suffering because of Gomer gives him some understanding of God’s grief over their sin. Thus, his words of coming judgment are passionately delivered but tempered with a heart of tenderness. He upbraids his people for their lying, murder, insincerity, ingratitude, idolatry, and covetousness with cutting metaphors and images; but his messages are punctuated with consolation and future hope.
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THE TIME OF HOSEA

Hosea addressed the northern kingdom of Israel (5:1), often called Ephraim after the largest tribe (5:3, 5, 11, 13). According to 1:1, he ministered during the reigns of Uzziah (767–739 B.C.), Jotham (739–731 B.C.), Ahaz (731–715 B.C.), and Hezekiah (715–686 B.C.), kings of Judah. When Hosea began his ministry, Jeroboam II (782–753 B.C.) was still reigning in Israel. This makes Hosea a younger contemporary of Amos, another prophet to the northern kingdom. Hosea was also a contemporary of Isaiah and Micah who ministered to the southern kingdom. Hosea’s long career continued after the time of Jeroboam II and spanned the reigns of the last six kings of Israel from Zechariah (753–752 B.C.) to Hoshea (732–722 B.C.). Hosea evidently compiled this book during the early years of Hezekiah, and his ministry stretched from about 755 B.C. to about 710 B.C. The Book of Hosea represents approximately forty years of prophetic ministry.

When Hosea began his ministry, Israel was enjoying a temporary period of political and economic prosperity under Jeroboam II. However, the nation began to crumble after Tiglath-Pileser III (745–727 B.C.) strengthened Assyria. The reigns of Israel’s last six kings were relatively brief since four were murdered and a fifth was carried captive to Assyria. Confusion and decline characterized the last years of the northern kingdom, and her people refused to heed Hosea’s warning of imminent judgment. The people were in a spiritual stupor, riddled with sin and idolatry.

[image: ]

THE CHRIST OF HOSEA

Matthew 2:15 applies Hosea 11:1 to Christ in Egypt: “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son.” Matthew quotes the second half of this verse to show that the Exodus of Israel from Egypt as a new nation was a prophetic type of Israel’s Messiah who was also called out of Egypt in His childhood. Both Israel and Christ left Palestine to take refuge in Egypt.

Christ’s identification with our plight and His loving work of redemption can be seen in Hosea’s redemption of Gomer from the slave market.
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KEYS TO HOSEA

Key Word: The Loyal Love of God for Israel—The themes of chapters 1–3 echo throughout the rest of the book. The adultery of Gomer (1) illustrates the sin of Israel (4–7); the degradation of Gomer (2) represents the judgment of Israel (8–10); and Hosea’s redemption of Gomer (3) pictures the restoration of Israel (11–14). More than any other Old Testament prophet, Hosea’s personal experiences illustrate his prophetic message. In his relationship to Gomer, Hosea portrays God’s faithfulness, justice, love, and forgiveness toward His people. The theme of God’s holiness is developed in contrast to Israel’s corruption and apostasy. Hosea utters about 150 statements concerning the sins of Israel, and more than half deal specifically with idolatry. The theme of God’s justice is contrasted with Israel’s lack of justice. There has never been a good king in Israel, and judgment is long overdue. The theme of God’s love is seen in contrast to Israel’s hardness and empty ritual. God’s loyal love is unconditional and ceaseless; in spite of Israel’s manifold sins, God tries every means to bring His people back to Himself. He pleads with the people to return to Him, but they will not. “O Israel, return to the LORD your God, for you have stumbled because of your iniquity” (14:1).

Key Verses: Hosea 4:1; 11:7–9—“Hear the word of the LORD, you children of Israel, for the LORD brings a charge against the inhabitants of the land: there is no truth or mercy or knowledge of God in the land” (4:1).

“My people are bent on backsliding from Me. Though they call to the Most High, none at all exalt Him. How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, Israel? How can I make you like Admah? How can I set you like Zeboiim? My heart churns within Me; My sympathy is stirred. I will not execute the fierceness of My anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim. For I am God, and not man, the Holy One in your midst; and I will not come with terror” (11:7–9).

Key Chapter: Hosea 4—The nation of Israel has left the knowledge of the truth and followed the idolatrous ways of their pagan neighbors. Central to the book is Hosea 4:6—“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.”
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SURVEY OF HOSEA

Hosea is called by God to prophesy during Israel’s last hours, just as Jeremiah will prophesy years later to the crumbling kingdom of Judah. As one commentator has noted, “What we see in the prophecy of Hosea are the last few swirls as the kingdom of Israel goes down the drain.” This book represents God’s last gracious effort to plug the drain. Hosea’s personal tragedy is an intense illustration of Israel’s national tragedy. It is a story of one-sided love and faithfulness that represents the relationship between Israel and God. As Gomer is married to Hosea, so Israel is betrothed to God. Both relationships gradually disintegrate—Gomer runs after other men, and Israel runs after other gods. Israel’s spiritual adultery is illustrated in Gomer’s physical adultery. The development of the book can be traced in two parts: the adulterous wife and faithful husband (1–3) and the adulterous Israel and faithful Lord (4–14).

The Adulterous Wife and Faithful Husband (1–3): Hosea marries a woman named Gomer who bears him three children appropriately named by God as signs to Israel. “Jezreel, ” “Lo-Ruhamah, ” and “Lo-Ammi” mean “God Scatters, ” “Not Pitied, ” and “Not My People.” Similarly, God will judge and scatter Israel because of her sin.

Gomer seeks other lovers and deserts Hosea. In spite of the depth to which Gomer’s sin carries her, Hosea redeems her from the slave market and restores her.

The Adulterous Israel and Faithful Lord (4–14): Because of his own painful experience, Hosea can feel some of the sorrow of God over the sinfulness of His people. His loyal love for Gomer is a reflection of God’s concern for Israel. However, Israel has fallen into the dregs of sin and is hardened against God’s gracious last appeal to return. The people have flagrantly violated all of God’s commandments, and they are indicted by the holy God for their crimes. Even now God wants to heal and redeem them (7:1, 13), but in their arrogance and idolatry they rebel.

Chapters 9 and 10 give the verdict of the case God has just presented. Israel’s disobedience will lead to her dispersion. “They sow the wind” (4–7), “and reap the whirlwind” (8–10). Israel spurns repentance, and the judgment of God can no longer be delayed.

God is holy (4–7) and just (8–10), but He is also loving and gracious (11–14). God must discipline, but because of His endless love, He will ultimately save and restore His wayward people. “How can I give you up, Ephraim?… I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely, for My anger has turned away from him” (11:8; 14:4).
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OUTLINE OF HOSEA
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CHAPTER 1

The Introduction to the Book of Hosea

1The word of the LORD that came to Hosea the son of Beeri, in the days of RUzziah, RJotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel.

Hosea’s Marriage to Gomer

2When the LORD began to speak by Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea:

R“Go, take yourself a wife of harlotry

And children of harlotry, 

For Rthe land has committed great Tharlotry

By departing from the LORD.”

The Children of Hosea and Gomer

3So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.

4Then the LORD said to him:

“Call his name Jezreel, 

For in a little while

RI will avenge the bloodshed of Jezreel on the house of Jehu, 

RAnd bring an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel.

5RIt shall come to pass in that day

That I will break the bow of Israel in the Valley of Jezreel.”

6And she conceived again and bore a daughter. Then God said to him:

“Call her name Lo-Ruhamah, *

RFor I will no longer have mercy on the house of Israel, 

But I will utterly take them away.*

7RYet I will have mercy on the house of Judah, 

Will save them by the LORD their God, 

And Rwill not save them by bow, 

Nor by sword or battle, 

By horses or horsemen.”

8Now when she had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, she conceived and bore a son.

9Then God said:

“Call his name Lo-Ammi, *

For you are not My people, 

And I will not be your God.

The Application of Future Restoration

10“Yet Rthe number of the children of Israel

Shall be as the sand of the sea, 

Which cannot be measured or numbered.

RAnd it shall come to pass

In the place where it was said to them, 

‘You are not My Rpeople, ’*

There it shall be said to them, 

‘You are sons of the living God.’

11RThen the children of Judah and the children of Israel

Shall be gathered together, 

And appoint for themselves one head;

And they shall come up out of the land, 

For great will be the day of Jezreel!




CHAPTER 2

1 Say to your brethren, ‘My people, ’* And to your sisters, ‘Mercy* is shown.’

Israel’s Sin of Spiritual Adultery

2“BringT charges against your mother, bring charges;

For Rshe is not My wife, nor am I her Husband!

Let her put away her Rharlotries from her sight, 

And her adulteries from between her breasts;

3Lest RI strip her naked

And expose her, as in the day she was Rborn, 

And make her like a wilderness, 

And set her like a dry land, 

And slay her with Rthirst.

4“I will not have mercy on her children, 

For they are the children of harlotry.

5For their mother has played the harlot;

She who conceived them has behaved shamefully.

For she said, ‘I will go after my lovers, 

RWho give me my bread and my water, 

My wool and my linen, 

My oil and my drink.’

Judgment of God

6“Therefore, behold, 

RI will hedge up your way with thorns, 

And wall her in, 

So that she cannot find her paths.

7She will Tchase her lovers, 

But not overtake them;

Yes, she will seek them, but not find them.

Then she will say, 

R‘I will go and return to my Rfirst husband, 

For then it was better for me than now.’

8For she did not Rknow

That I gave her grain, new wine, and oil, 

And multiplied her silver and gold—

Which they prepared for Baal.

9“Therefore I will return and take away

My grain in its time

And My new wine in its season, 

And will take back My wool and My linen, 

Given to cover her nakedness.

10Now RI will uncover her lewdness in the sight of her lovers, 

And no one shall deliver her from My hand.

11RI will also cause all her mirth to cease, 

Her feast days, 

Her New Moons, 

Her Sabbaths—

All her appointed feasts.

12“And I will destroy her vines and her fig trees, 

Of which she has said, 

‘These are my wages that my lovers have given me.’

So I will make them a forest, 

And the beasts of the field shall eat them.

13I will punish her

For the days of the Baals to which she burned incense.

She decked herself with her earrings and jewelry, 

And went after her lovers;

But Me she forgot, ” says the LORD.

Restoration of Israel

14“Therefore, behold, I will allure her, 

Will bring her into the wilderness, 

And speak comfort to her.

15I will give her her vineyards from there, 

And Rthe Valley of Achor as a door of hope;

She shall sing there, 

As in Rthe days of her youth, 

RAs in the day when she came up from the land of Egypt. 

16“And it shall be, in that day, ”

Says the LORD, 

“That you will call Me ‘My Husband, ’*

And no longer call Me ‘My Master, ’*

17For RI will take from her mouth the names of the Baals, 

And they shall be remembered by their name no more.

18In that day I will make a Rcovenant for them

With the beasts of the field, 

With the birds of the air, 

And with the creeping things of the ground.

Bow and sword of battle RI will shatter from the earth, 

To make them Rlie down safely.

19“I will betroth you to Me forever;

Yes, I will betroth you to Me

In righteousness and justice, 

In lovingkindness and mercy;

20I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness, 

And you shall know the LORD.

21“It shall come to pass in that day

That RI will answer, ” says the LORD;

“I will answer the heavens, 

And they shall answer the earth.

22The earth shall answer

With grain, 

With new wine, 

And with oil;

They shall answer Jezreel.*

23Then RI will sow her for Myself in the earth, 

RAnd I will have mercy on her who had not obtained mercy;*

Then RI will say to those who were not My people, *

‘You are TMy people!’

And they shall say, ‘You are my God!’ ”




CHAPTER 3

The Restoration of Gomer to Hosea

1Then the LORD said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by a Rlover* and is committing adultery, just like the love of the LORD for the children of Israel, who look to other gods and love the raisin cakes of the pagans.”

2So I bought her for myself for fifteen shekels of silver, and one and one-half homers of barley.

3And I said to her, “You shall Rstay with me many days; you shall not play the harlot, nor shall you have a man—so, too, will I be toward you.”

4For the children of Israel shall abide many days Rwithout king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred pillar, without Rephod or Rteraphim.

5Afterward the children of Israel shall return and Rseek the LORD their God and David their king. They shall fear the LORD and His goodness in the latter days.




CHAPTER 4

Rejection of the Knowledge of God

1Hear the word of the LORD, You children of Israel, 

For the LORD brings a Rcharge against the inhabitants of the land:

“There is no truth or mercy

Or knowledge of God in the land.

2By swearing and lying, 

Killing and stealing and committing adultery, 

They break all restraint, 

With bloodshed upon bloodshed.

3Therefore Rthe land will mourn;

And Reveryone who dwells there will waste away

With the beasts of the field

And the birds of the air;

Even the fish of the sea will be taken away.

4“Now let no man contend, or rebuke another;

For your people are like those Rwho contend with the priest.

5Therefore you shall stumble Rin the day;

The prophet also shall stumble with you in the night;

And I will destroy your mother.

6RMy people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.

Because you have rejected knowledge, 

I also will reject you from being priest for Me;

RBecause you have forgotten the law of your God, 

I also will forget your children.

7“The more they increased, 

The more they sinned against Me;

I will change* their glory* into shame.

8They eat up the sin of My people;

They set their heart on their iniquity.

9And it shall be: like people, like priest.

So I will punish them for their ways, 

And reward them for their deeds.

10For Rthey shall eat, but not have enough;

They shall commit harlotry, but not increase;

Because they have ceased obeying the LORD.

11“Harlotry, wine, and new wine Renslave the heart.

Idolatry of Israel

12My people ask counsel from their Rwooden idols, 

And their staff informs them.

For Rthe spirit of harlotry has caused them to stray, 

And they have played the harlot against their God.

13RThey offer sacrifices on the mountaintops, 

And burn incense on the hills, 

Under oaks, poplars, and terebinths, 

Because their shade is good.

RTherefore your daughters commit harlotry, 

And your brides commit adultery.

14“I will not punish your daughters when they commit harlotry, 

Nor your brides when they commit adultery;

For the men themselves go apart with harlots, 

And offer sacrifices with a ritual harlot.*

Therefore people who do not understand will be trampled.

15“Though you, Israel, play the harlot, 

Let not Judah offend.

RDo not come up to Gilgal, 

Nor go up to RBeth Aven, 

RNor swear an oath, saying, ‘As the LORD lives’—

16“For Israel Ris stubborn

Like a stubborn calf;

Now the LORD will let them forage

Like a lamb in open country.

17“Ephraim is joined to idols, 

RLet him alone.

18Their drink is rebellion, 

They commit harlotry continually.

Her rulers dearly* love dishonor.

19RThe wind has wrapped her up in its wings, 

And Rthey shall be ashamed because of their sacrifices.




CHAPTER 5

Judgment on Israel

1“Hear this, O priests! Take heed, O house of Israel!

Give ear, O house of the king!

For Tyours is the judgment, 

Because Ryou have been a snare to Mizpah

And a net spread on Tabor.

2The revolters are Rdeeply involved in slaughter, 

Though I rebuke them all.

3RI know Ephraim, 

And Israel is not hidden from Me;

For now, O Ephraim, Ryou commit harlotry;

Israel is defiled.

4“They do not direct their deeds

Toward turning to their God, 

For Rthe spirit of harlotry is in their midst, 

And they do not know the LORD.

5The Rpride of Israel testifies to his face;

Therefore Israel and Ephraim stumble in their iniquity;

Judah also stumbles with them.

6“With their flocks and herds

RThey shall go to seek the LORD, 

But they will not find Him;

He has withdrawn Himself from them.

7They have Rdealt treacherously with the LORD, 

For they have begotten Tpagan children.

Now a New Moon shall devour them and their heritage.

8“BlowR the ram’s horn in Gibeah, 

The trumpet in Ramah!

RCry aloud at Beth Aven, 

‘Look behind you, O Benjamin!’

9Ephraim shall be desolate in the day of rebuke;

Among the tribes of Israel I make known what is sure.

10“The princes of Judah are like those who Rremove a landmark;

I will pour out My wrath on them like water.

11Ephraim is Roppressed and broken in judgment, 

Because he willingly walked by Rhuman precept.

12Therefore I will be to Ephraim like a moth, 

And to the house of Judah Rlike rottenness.

13“When Ephraim saw his sickness, 

And Judah saw his wound, 

Then Ephraim went Rto Assyria

And sent to King Jareb;

Yet he cannot cure you, 

Nor heal you of your wound.

14For RI will be like a lion to Ephraim, 

And like a young lion to the house of Judah.

RI, even I, will tear them and go away;

I will take them away, and no one shall rescue.

Eventual Restoration of Israel

15I will return again to My place

Till they acknowledge their offense.

Then they will seek My face;

In their affliction they will earnestly seek Me.”




CHAPTER 6

1 Come, and let us return to the LORD; For RHe has torn, but RHe will heal us;

He has stricken, but He will Tbind us up.

2RAfter two days He will revive us;

On the third day He will raise us up, 

That we may live in His sight.

3RLet us know, 

Let us pursue the knowledge of the LORD.

His going forth is established Ras the morning;

RHe will come to us Rlike the rain, 

Like the latter and former rain to the earth.

Willful Transgression of the Covenant

4“O Ephraim, what shall I do to you?

O Judah, what shall I do to you?

For your faithfulness is like a morning cloud, 

And like the early dew it goes away.

5Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets, 

I have slain them by Rthe words of My mouth;

And Tyour judgments are like light that goes forth.

6For I desire mercy and Rnot sacrifice, 

And the Rknowledge of God more than burnt offerings. 

7“But like men* they transgressed the covenant;

There they dealt treacherously with Me.

8RGilead is a city of evildoers

And Tdefiled with blood.

9As bands of robbers lie in wait for a man, 

So the company of priests Rmurder on the way to Shechem;

Surely they commit lewdness.

10I have seen a horrible thing in the house of Israel:

There is the Tharlotry of Ephraim;

Israel is defiled.

11Also, O Judah, a harvest is appointed for you, 

When I return the captives of My people.




CHAPTER 7

Willful Refusal to Return to the Lord

1“When I would have healed Israel, Then the iniquity of Ephraim was uncovered, 

And the wickedness of Samaria.

For Rthey have committed fraud;

A thief comes in;

A band of robbers takes spoil outside.

2They Tdo not consider in their hearts

That RI remember all their wickedness;

Now their own deeds have surrounded them;

They are before My face.

3They make a Rking glad with their wickedness, 

And princes Rwith their lies.

4“TheyR are all adulterers.

Like an oven heated by a baker—

He ceases stirring the fire after kneading the dough, 

Until it is leavened.

5In the day of our king

Princes have made him sick, Tinflamed with Rwine;

He stretched out his hand with scoffers.

6They prepare their heart like an oven, 

While they lie in wait;

Their baker* sleeps all night;

In the morning it burns like a flaming fire.

7They are all hot, like an oven, 

And have devoured their judges;

All their kings have fallen.

RNone among them calls upon Me. 

8“Ephraim Rhas mixed himself among the peoples;

Ephraim is a cake unturned.

9RAliens have devoured his strength, 

But he does not know it;

Yes, gray hairs are here and there on him, 

Yet he does not know it.

10And the Rpride of Israel testifies to his face, 

But Rthey do not return to the LORD their God, 

Nor seek Him for all this.

11“EphraimR also is like a silly dove, without Tsense—

RThey call to Egypt, 

They go to RAssyria.

12Wherever they go, I will Rspread My net on them;

I will bring them down like birds of the air;

I will chastise them

RAccording to what their congregation has heard.

13“Woe to them, for they have fled from Me!

Destruction to them, 

Because they have transgressed against Me!

Though RI redeemed them, 

Yet they have spoken lies against Me.

14RThey did not cry out to Me with their heart

When they wailed upon their beds.

“They assemble together for* grain and new Rwine, 

They rebel against Me;*

15Though I disciplined and strengthened their arms, 

Yet they devise evil against Me;

16They return, but not to the Most High;*

They are like a treacherous bow.

Their princes shall fall by the sword

For the Rcursings of their tongue.

This shall be their derision Rin the land of Egypt.




CHAPTER 8

Willful Idolatry

1“SET the trumpet* to your mouth! He shall come Rlike an eagle against the house of the LORD, 

Because they have transgressed My covenant

And rebelled against My law.

2RIsrael will cry to Me, 

‘My God, Rwe know You!’

3Israel has rejected the good;

The enemy will pursue him.

4“TheyR set up kings, but not by Me;

They made princes, but I did not acknowledge them.

From their silver and gold

They made idols for themselves—

That they might be cut off.

5Your calf is rejected, O Samaria!

My anger is aroused against them—

How long until they attain to innocence?

6For from Israel is even this:

A Rworkman made it, and it is not God;

But the calf of Samaria shall be broken to pieces.

7“TheyR sow the wind, 

And reap the whirlwind.

The stalk has no bud;

It shall never produce meal.

If it should produce, 

RAliens would swallow it up.

8RIsrael is swallowed up;

Now they are among the Gentiles

Like a vessel in which is no pleasure.

9For they have gone up to Assyria, 

Like Ra wild donkey alone by itself;

Ephraim has hired lovers.

10Yes, though they have hired among the nations, 

Now RI will gather them;

And they shall sorrow a little, *

Because of the burden* of Rthe king of princes.

11“Because Ephraim has made many altars for sin, 

They have become for him altars for sinning.

12I have written for him Rthe great things of My law, 

But they were considered a strange thing.

13For the sacrifices of My offerings Rthey sacrifice flesh and eat it, 

RBut the LORD does not accept them.

RNow He will remember their iniquity and punish their sins.

They shall return to Egypt.

14“For Israel has forgotten Rhis Maker, 

And has built temples;* 

Judah also has multiplied Rfortified cities;

But I will send fire upon his cities, 

And it shall devour his palaces.”




CHAPTER 9

Judgment of Dispersion

1DoR not rejoice, O Israel, with joy like other peoples, 

For you have played the harlot against your God.

You have made love for Rhire on every threshing floor.

2The threshing floor and the winepress

Shall not feed them, 

And the new wine shall fail in her.

3They shall not dwell in the LORD’s land, 

But Ephraim shall return to Egypt, 

And shall eat unclean things in Assyria.

4They shall not offer wine offerings to the LORD, 

Nor Rshall their Rsacrifices be pleasing to Him.

It shall be like bread of mourners to them;

All who eat it shall be defiled.

For their bread shall be for their own life;

It shall not come into the house of the LORD.

5What will you do in the appointed day, 

And in the day of the feast of the LORD?

6For indeed they are gone because of destruction.

Egypt shall gather them up;

Memphis shall bury them.

RNettles shall possess their valuables of silver;

Thorns shall be in their tents.

7The Rdays of punishment have come;

The days of recompense have come.

Israel knows!

The prophet is a Rfool, 

RThe spiritual man is insane, 

Because of the greatness of your iniquity and great enmity.

8The Rwatchman of Ephraim is with my God;

But the prophet is a fowler’s* snare in all his ways—

Enmity in the house of his God.

9RThey are deeply corrupted, 

As in the days of RGibeah.

He will remember their iniquity;

He will punish their sins.

Judgment of Barrenness

10“I found Israel

Like grapes in the Rwilderness;

I saw your fathers

As the Rfirstfruits on the fig tree in its first season.

But they went to RBaal Peor, 

And Tseparated themselves to that shame;

RThey became an abomination like the thing they loved.

11As for Ephraim, their glory shall fly away like a bird—

No birth, no pregnancy, and no conception!

12Though they bring up their children, 

Yet I will bereave them to the last man.

Yes, Rwoe to them when I depart from them!

13Just Ras I saw Ephraim like Tyre, planted in a pleasant place, 

So Ephraim will bring out his children to the murderer.”

14Give them, O LORD—

What will You give?

Give them Ra miscarrying womb

And dry breasts!

15“All their wickedness is in RGilgal, 

For there I hated them.

Because of the evil of their deeds

I will drive them from My house;

I will love them no more.

RAll their princes are rebellious.

16Ephraim is Rstricken, 

Their root is dried up;

They shall bear no fruit.

Yes, were they to bear children, 

I would kill the darlings of their womb.”

17My God will Rcast them away, 

Because they did not obey Him;

And they shall be Rwanderers among the nations.




CHAPTER 10

Judgment of Destruction

1 Israel Rempties his vine; He brings forth fruit for himself.

According to the multitude of his fruit

RHe has increased the altars;

According to the bounty of his land

They have embellished his sacred pillars.

2Their heart is Rdivided;

Now they are held guilty.

He will break down their altars;

He will ruin their sacred pillars.

3For now they say, 

“We have no king, 

Because we did not fear the LORD.

And as for a king, what would he do for us?”

4They have spoken words, 

Swearing falsely in making a covenant.

Thus judgment springs up Rlike hemlock in the furrows of the field.

5The inhabitants of Samaria fear

Because of the calf* of Beth Aven.

For its people mourn for it, 

And its priests shriek for it—

Because its glory has departed from it.

6The idol also shall be carried to Assyria

As a present for King RJareb.

Ephraim shall receive shame, 

And Israel shall be ashamed of his own counsel.

7As for Samaria, her king is cut off

Like a twig on the water.

8Also the Rhigh places of Aven, Rthe sin of Israel, 

Shall be destroyed.

The thorn and thistle shall grow on their altars;

RThey shall say to the mountains, “Cover us!”

And to the hills, “Fall on us!”

9“O Israel, you have sinned from the days of RGibeah;

There they stood.

The Rbattle in Gibeah against the children of iniquity*

Did not Tovertake them.

10When it is My desire, I will chasten them.

RPeoples shall be gathered against them

When I bind them for their two transgressions.*

11Ephraim is Ra trained heifer

That loves to thresh grain;

But I harnessed her fair neck, 

I will make Ephraim Tpull a plow.

Judah shall plow;

Jacob shall break his clods.”

12Sow for yourselves righteousness;

Reap in mercy;

RBreak up your fallow ground, 

For it is time to seek the LORD, 

Till He Rcomes and rains righteousness on you.

13RYou have plowed wickedness; 

You have reaped iniquity.

You have eaten the fruit of lies, 

Because you trusted in your own way, 

In the multitude of your mighty men.

14Therefore tumult shall arise among your people, 

And all your fortresses shall be plundered

As Shalman plundered Beth Arbel in the day of battle—

A mother dashed in pieces upon her children.

15Thus it shall be done to you, O Bethel, 

Because of your great wickedness.

At dawn the king of Israel

Shall be cut off utterly.




CHAPTER 11

God’s Love for Israel

1“When Israel was a child, I loved him, And out of Egypt I called My son.

2As they called them, *

So they went from them;*

They sacrificed to the Baals, 

And burned incense to carved images.

3“IR taught Ephraim to walk, 

Taking them by their arms;*

But they did not know that RI healed them.

4I drew them with gentle cords, *

With bands of love, 

And I was to them as those who take the yoke from their neck.*

RI stooped and fed them.

5“He shall not return to the land of Egypt;

But the Assyrian shall be his king, 

Because they refused to repent.

6And the sword shall slash in his cities, 

Devour his districts, 

And consume them, 

Because of their own counsels.

7My people are bent on Rbacksliding from Me.

Though Tthey call to the Most High, *

None at all exalt Him.

8“HowR can I give you up, Ephraim?

How can I hand you over, Israel?

How can I make you like Admah?

How can I set you like Zeboiim?

My heart churns within Me;

My sympathy is stirred.

9I will not execute the fierceness of My anger;

I will not again destroy Ephraim.

For I am God, and not man, 

The Holy One in your midst;

And I will not come with terror.*

10“They shall walk after the LORD.

RHe will roar like a lion.

When He roars, 

Then His sons shall come trembling from the west;

11They shall come trembling like a bird from Egypt, 

Like a dove from the land of Assyria.

RAnd I will let them dwell in their houses, ”

Says the LORD.

12“Ephraim has encircled Me with lies, 

And the house of Israel with deceit;

But Judah still walks with God, 

Even with the Holy One* who is faithful.




CHAPTER 12

Israel’s Continuing Sin

1“Ephraim Rfeeds on the wind,  And pursues the east wind;

He daily increases lies and Tdesolation.

RAlso they make a Tcovenant with the Assyrians, 

And Roil is carried to Egypt.

2“TheR LORD also brings a Tcharge against Judah, 

And will punish Jacob according to his ways;

According to his deeds He will recompense him.

3He took his brother Rby the heel in the womb, 

And in his strength he struggled with God.*

4Yes, he struggled with the Angel and prevailed;

He wept, and sought favor from Him.

He found Him in Bethel, 

And there He spoke to us—

5That is, the LORD God of hosts.

The LORD is His memorable name.

6RSo you, by the help of your God, return;

Observe mercy and justice, 

And wait on your God continually.

7“A cunning TCanaanite!

RDeceitful scales are in his hand;

He loves to oppress.

8And Ephraim said, 

R‘Surely I have become rich, 

I have found wealth for myself;

In all my labors

They shall find in me no iniquity that is sin.’

9“But I am the LORD your God, 

Ever since the land of Egypt;

I will again make you dwell in tents, 

As in the days of the appointed feast.

10RI have also spoken by the prophets, 

And have multiplied visions;

I have given Tsymbols through the witness of the prophets.”

11Though RGilead has idols—

Surely they are Tvanity—

Though they sacrifice bulls in RGilgal, 

Indeed their altars shall be heaps in the furrows of the field.

12Jacob fled to the country of Syria;

RIsrael served for a spouse, 

And for a wife he tended sheep.

13RBy a prophet the LORD brought Israel out of Egypt, 

And by a prophet he was preserved.

14Ephraim Rprovoked Him to anger most bitterly;

Therefore his Lord will leave the guilt of his bloodshed upon him, 

And return his reproach upon him.




CHAPTER 13

1When Ephraim spoke, trembling, He exalted himself in Israel;

But when he offended through Baal worship, he died.

2Now they sin more and more, 

And have made for themselves molded images, 

Idols of their silver, according to their skill;

All of it is the work of craftsmen.

They say of them, 

“Let the men who sacrifice* Tkiss the calves!”

3Therefore they shall be like the morning cloud

And like the early dew that passes away, 

RLike chaff blown off from a threshing floor

And like smoke from a chimney.

4“Yet RI am the LORD your God

Ever since the land of Egypt, 

And you shall know no God but Me;

For there is no savior besides Me.

5I knew you in the wilderness, 

RIn the land of great drought.

6RWhen they had pasture, they were filled;

They were filled and their heart was exalted;

Therefore they forgot Me.

7“So I will be to them like a lion;

Like a leopard by the road I will lurk;

8I will meet them Rlike a bear deprived of her cubs;

I will tear open their rib cage, 

And there I will devour them like a lion.

The wild beast shall tear them.

9“O Israel, you are destroyed, *

But your help* is from Me.

10I will be your King;*

RWhere is any other, 

That he may save you in all your cities?

And your judges to whom you said, 

‘Give me a king and princes’?

11I gave you a king in My anger, 

And took him away in My wrath.

12“TheR iniquity of Ephraim is bound up;

His sin is stored up.

13RThe sorrows of a woman in childbirth shall come upon him.

He is an unwise son, 

For he should not stay long where children are born.

14“I will ransom them from the Tpower of the grave;*

I will redeem them from death.

O Death, I will be your plagues!*

O Grave, * I will be your destruction!*

RPity is hidden from My eyes.”

15Though he is fruitful among his brethren, 

RAn east wind shall come;

The wind of the LORD shall come up from the wilderness.

Then his spring shall become dry, 

And his fountain shall be dried up.

He shall plunder the treasury of every desirable prize.

16Samaria is held guilty, *

For she has Rrebelled against her God.

They shall fall by the sword, 

Their infants shall be dashed in pieces, 

And their women with child Rripped open.




CHAPTER 14

God’s Promise to Restore Israel

1O ISRAEL, Rreturn to the LORD your God, 

For you have stumbled because of youriniquity; 

2Take words with you, 

And return to the LORD.

Say to Him, 

“Take away all iniquity;

Receive us graciously, 

For we will offer the Rsacrifices* of our lips.

3Assyria shall Rnot save us, 

RWe will not ride on horses, 

Nor will we say anymore to the work of our hands, 

‘You are our gods.’

For in You the fatherless finds mercy.”

4“I will heal their Rbacksliding, 

I will Rlove them freely, 

For My anger has turned away from him.

5I will be like the Rdew to Israel;

He shall grow like the lily, 

And lengthen his roots like Lebanon.

6His branches shall Tspread;

His beauty shall be like an olive tree, 

And his fragrance like Lebanon.

7RThose who dwell under his shadow shall return;

They shall be revived like grain, 

And Tgrow like a vine.

Their scent* shall be like the wine of Lebanon.

8“Ephraim shall say, 

‘What have I to do anymore with idols?’

I have heard and observed him.

I am like a green cypress tree;

RYour fruit is found in Me.”

9Who is wise?

Let him understand these things.

Who is prudent?

Let him know them.

For the ways of the LORD are right;

The righteous walk in them, 

But transgressors stumble in them.




The Book of Joel
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THE BOOK OF JOEL

Disaster strikes the southern kingdom of Judah without warning. An ominous black cloud descends upon the land—the dreaded locusts. In a matter of hours, every living green thing has been stripped bare. Joel, God’s spokesman during the reign of Joash (835–796 B.C.), seizes this occasion to proclaim God’s message. Although the locust plague has been a terrible judgment for sin, God’s future judgments during the day of the Lord will make that plague pale by comparison. In that day, God will destroy His enemies, but bring unparalleled blessing to those who faithfully obey Him.

The Hebrew name Yo’el means “Yahweh Is God.” This name is appropriate to the theme of the book, which emphasizes God’s sovereign work in history. The courses of nature and nations are in His hand. The Greek equivalent is Ioel, and the Latin is Joel.
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THE AUTHOR OF JOEL

Although there are several other Joels in the Bible, the prophet Joel is known only from this book. In the introductory verse, Joel identifies himself as the son of Pethuel (1:1), meaning “Persuaded of God.” His frequent references to Zion and the house of the Lord (1:9, 13, 14; 2:15–17, 23, 32; 3:1, 5, 6, 16, 17, 20, 21) suggest that he probably lived not far from Jerusalem. Because of his statements about the priesthood in 1:13, 14 and 2:17, some think Joel was a priest as well as a prophet. In any case, Joel was a clear, concise, and uncompromising preacher of repentance.
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THE TIME OF JOEL

Since this book includes no explicit time references, it cannot be dated with certainty. Some commentators assign a late date (usually postexilic) to Joel for these reasons: (1) It does not mention the northern kingdom and indicates it was written after the 722 B.C. demise of Israel. (2) The references to priests but not kings fit the postexilic period. (3) Joel does not refer to Assyria, Syria, or Babylon, perhaps because these countries have already been overthrown. (4) If Joel 3:2 refers to the Babylonian captivity, this also supports the postexilic date. (5) The mention of the Greeks in 3:6 argues for a late date.

Commentators who believe Joel was written in the ninth century B.C. answer the above arguments in this way: (1) Joel’s failure to mention the northern kingdom is an argument from silence. His prophecy was directed to Judah, not Israel. (2) Other early prophets omit references to a king (Obadiah, Jonah, Nahum, and Habakkuk). This also fits the political situation during 841–835 B.C. when Athaliah usurped the throne upon the death of her son Ahaziah. Joash, the legitimate heir to the throne, was a minor and protected by the high priest Jehoiada. When Athaliah was removed from power in 835, Joash came to the throne but ruled under the regency of Jehoiada. Thus, the prominence of the priests and lack of reference to a king in Joel fit this historical context. (3) It is true that Joel does not refer to Assyria or Babylon, but the countries Joel mentions are more crucial. They include Phoenicia, Philistia, Egypt, and Edom—countries prominent in the ninth century but not later. Assyria and Babylon are not mentioned because they had not yet reached a position of power. Also, if Joel was postexilic, a reference to Persia would be expected. (4) Joel 3:2 does not refer to the Babylonian captivity but to an event that has not yet occurred. (5) Greeks are mentioned in Assyrian records from the eighth century B.C. It is just an assumption to state that the Hebrews had no knowledge of the Greeks at an early time.

Evidence also points to a sharing of material between Joel and Amos (cf. Joel 3:16 and Amos 1:2; Joel 3:18 and Amos 9:13). The context of the books suggests that Amos, an eighth-century prophet, borrowed from Joel. Also, Joel’s style is more like that of Hosea and Amos than of the postexilic writers. The evidence seems to favor a date of about 835 B.C. for Joel. Since Joel does not mention idolatry, it may have been written after the purge of Baal worship and most other forms of idolatry in the early reign of Joash under Jehoiada the priest. As an early prophet of Judah, Joel would have been a contemporary of Elisha in Israel.
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THE CHRIST OF JOEL

Christ promised to send the Holy Spirit after His ascension to the Father (John 16:7–15; Acts 1:8). When this was fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost, Peter said, “This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel” (Joel 2:28–32; Acts 2:16–21). Joel also portrays Christ as the One who will judge the nations in the Valley of Jehoshaphat in 3:2, 12.
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KEYS TO JOEL

Key Word: The Great and Terrible Day of the Lord—The key theme of Joel is the day of the Lord in retrospect and prospect. Joel uses the terrible locust plague that has recently occurred in Judah to illustrate the coming day of judgment when God will directly intervene in human history to vindicate His righteousness. This will be a time of unparalleled retribution upon Israel (2:1–11) and the whole nation (3:1–17), but this time will culminate in great blessing and salvation for all who trust in the Lord (2:18–32; 3:18–21). “And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved” (2:32).

Joel is written as a warning to the people of Judah of their need to turn humbly to the Lord with penitent hearts (2:12–17) so that God can bless rather than buffet them. If they continue to spurn God’s gracious call to repentance, judgment will be inevitable. Joel stresses the sovereign power of God over nature and nations, and points out how God uses nature to get the attention of people.

Key Verses: Joel 2:11, 28, 29—“The LORD gives voice before His army, for His camp is very great; for strong is the One who executes His word. For the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; who can endure it?” (2:11).

“And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions. And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days” (2:28, 29).

Key Chapter: Joel 2—The prophet calls for Judah’s repentance and promises God’s repentance (2:13, 14) from His planned judgment upon Judah if they do indeed turn to Him. Though the offer is clearly given, Judah continues to rebel against the Lord, and judgment is to follow. In that judgment, however, is God’s promise of His later outpouring, fulfilled initially on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:16ff.) and ultimately when Christ returns for the culmination of the day of the Lord.
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SURVEY OF JOEL

This brief book develops the crucial theme of the coming day of the Lord (1:15; 2:1, 2, 11, 31; 3:14, 18). It is a time of awesome judgment upon people and nations that have rebelled against God. But it is also a time of future blessing upon those who have trusted in Him. The theme of disaster runs throughout the book (locust plagues, famine, raging fires, invading armies, celestial phenomena), but promises of hope are interspersed with the pronouncements of coming judgment. The basic outline of Joel is: the day of the Lord in retrospect (1:1–20) and the day of the Lord in prospect (2:1–3:21).





The Day of the Lord in Retrospect (1:1–20): Joel begins with an account of a recent locust plague that has devastated the land. The black cloud of insects has stripped the grapevines and fruit trees and ruined the grain harvest. The economy has been brought to a further standstill by a drought and the people are in a desperate situation.

The Day of the Lord in Prospect (2:1–3:21): Joel makes effective use of this natural catastrophe as an illustration of a far greater judgment to come. Compared to the terrible day of the Lord, the destruction by the locusts will seem insignificant. The land will be invaded by a swarming army; like locusts they will be speedy and voracious. The desolation caused by this army will be dreadful: “The day of the LORD is great and very terrible; who can endure it?” (2:11).

Even so, it is not too late for the people to avert disaster. The prophetic warning is designed to bring them to the point of repentance (2:12–17). “ ‘Now, therefore, ’ says the LORD, ‘turn to Me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning’ ” (2:12). But God’s gracious offer falls on deaf ears.

Ultimately, the swarming, creeping, stripping, and gnawing locusts (1:4; 2:25) will come again in a fiercer form. But God promises that judgment will be followed by great blessing in a material (2:18–27) and spiritual (2:28–32) sense.

These rich promises are followed by a solemn description of the judgment of all nations in the valley of decision (3:14) in the end times. The nations will give an account of themselves to the God of Israel who will judge those who have rebelled against Him. God alone controls the course of history. “So you shall know that I am the LORD your God, dwelling in Zion My holy mountain” (3:17). Joel ends with the kingdom blessings upon the remnant of faithful Judah: “But Judah shall abide forever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation” (3:20).
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OUTLINE OF JOEL

I. The Day of the Lord in Retrospect … 1:1–20

A. The Past Day of the Locust … 1:1–12

B. The Past Day of the Drought … 1:13–20

II. The Day of the Lord in Prospect … 2:1–3:21

A. The Imminent Day of the Lord … 2:1–27

1. Prophecy of the Imminent Invasion of Judah … 2:1–11

2. Conditional Promise of the Salvation of Judah … 2:12–27

B. The Ultimate Day of the Lord … 2:28–3:21

1. Last Events Before the Terrible Day of the Lord … 2:28–32

2. Events of the Terrible Day of the Lord … 3:1–21




CHAPTER 1

The Past Day of the Locust

1The word of the LORD that came to RJoel the son of Pethuel.

2Hear this, you elders, 

And give ear, all you inhabitants of the land!

RHas anything like this happened in your days, 

Or even in the days of your fathers?

3RTell your children about it, 

Let your children tell their children, 

And their children another generation.

4What the chewing locust* left, the swarming locust has eaten;

What the swarming locust left, the crawling locust has eaten;

And what the crawling locust left, the consuming locust has eaten.

5Awake, you Rdrunkards, and weep;

And wail, all you drinkers of wine, 

Because of the new wine, 

For it has been cut off from your mouth.

6For Ra nation has come up against My land, 

Strong, and without number;

RHis teeth are the teeth of a lion, 

And he has the fangs of a fierce lion.

7He has Rlaid waste My vine, 

And Truined My fig tree;

He has stripped it bare and thrown it away;

Its branches are made white.

8RLament like a virgin girded with sackcloth

For Rthe husband of her youth. 

9RThe grain offering and the drink offering

Have been cut off from the house of the LORD;

The priests Rmourn, who minister to the LORD.

10The field is wasted, 

RThe land mourns;

For the grain is ruined, 

RThe new wine is dried up, 

The oil fails.

11RBe ashamed, you farmers, 

Wail, you vinedressers, 

For the wheat and the barley;

Because the harvest of the field has perished.

12RThe vine has dried up, 

And the fig tree has withered;

The pomegranate tree, 

The palm tree also, 

And the apple tree—

All the trees of the field are withered;

Surely Rjoy has withered away from the sons of men.

The Past Day of the Drought

13RGird yourselves and lament, you priests;

Wail, you who minister before the altar;

Come, lie all night in sackcloth, 

You who minister to my God;

For the grain offering and the drink offering

Are withheld from the house of your God.

14RConsecrate a fast, 

Call Ra sacred assembly;

Gather the elders

And Rall the inhabitants of the land

Into the house of the LORD your God, 

And cry out to the LORD.

15RAlas for the day!

For Rthe day of the LORD is at hand;

It shall come as destruction from the Almighty.

16Is not the food Rcut off before our eyes, 

RJoy and gladness from the house of our God?

17The seed shrivels under the clods, 

Storehouses are in shambles;

Barns are broken down, 

For the grain has withered.

18How Rthe animals groan!

The herds of cattle are restless, 

Because they have no pasture;

Even the flocks of sheep suffer punishment.*

19O LORD, Rto You I cry out;

For Rfire has devoured the Topen pastures, 

And a flame has burned all the trees of the field.

20The beasts of the field also Rcry out to You, 

For Rthe water brooks are dried up, 

And fire has devoured the open pastures.




CHAPTER 2

Prophecy of the Imminent Invasion of Judah

1 Blow Rthe Ttrumpet in Zion, 

And Rsound an alarm in My holy mountain!

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble;

For Rthe day of the LORD is coming, 

For it is at hand:

2RA day of darkness and gloominess, 

A day of clouds and thick darkness, 

Like the morning clouds spread over the mountains.

RA people come, great and strong, 

RThe like of whom has never been;

Nor will there ever be any such after them, 

Even for many successive generations.

3A fire devours before them, 

And behind them a flame burns;

The land is like Rthe Garden of Eden before them, 

And behind them a desolate wilderness;

Surely nothing shall escape them.

4RTheir appearance is like the appearance of horses;

And like swift steeds, so they run.

5RWith a noise like chariots

Over mountaintops they leap, 

Like the noise of a flaming fire that devours the stubble, 

Like a strong people set in battle array.

6Before them the people writhe in pain;

All faces are drained of color.*

7They run like mighty men, 

They climb the wall like men of war;

Every one marches in formation, 

And they do not break ranks.

8They do not push one another;

Every one marches in his own column.*

Though they lunge between the weapons, 

They are not cut down.*

9They run to and fro in the city, 

They run on the wall;

They climb into the houses, 

They enter at the windows like a thief.

10RThe earth quakes before them, 

The heavens tremble;

The sun and moon grow dark, 

And the stars diminish their brightness.

11RThe LORD gives voice before His army, 

For His camp is very great;

RFor strong is the One who executes His word.

For the Rday of the LORD is great and very terrible;

RWho can endure it?

Conditional Promise of the Salvation of Judah

12“Now, therefore, ” says the LORD, 

R“Turn to Me with all your heart, 

With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning.”

13So Rrend your heart, and not Ryour garments;

Return to the LORD your God, 

For He is gracious and merciful, 

Slow to anger, and of great kindness;

And He relents from doing harm.

14Who knows if He will turn and relent, 

And leave Ra blessing behind Him—

A grain offering and a drink offering

For the LORD your God?

15RBlow the Ttrumpet in Zion, 

RConsecrate a fast, 

Call a sacred assembly;

16Gather the people, 

RSanctify the congregation, 

Assemble the elders, 

Gather the children and nursing babes;

RLet the bridegroom go out from his chamber, 

And the bride from her dressing room.

17Let the priests, who minister to the LORD, 

Weep Rbetween the porch and the altar;

Let them say, R“Spare Your people, O LORD, 

And do not give Your heritage to reproach, 

That the nations should rule over them.

RWhy should they say among the peoples, 

‘Where is their God?’ ”

18Then the LORD will Rbe zealous for His land, 

And pity His people.

19The LORD will answer and say to His people, 

“Behold, I will send you Rgrain and new wine and oil, 

And you will be satisfied by them;

I will no longer make you a reproach among the nations.

20“But RI will remove far from you Rthe northern army, 

And will drive him away into a barren and desolate land, 

With his face toward the eastern sea

And his back Rtoward the western sea;

His stench will come up, 

And his foul odor will rise, 

Because he has done Tmonstrous things.”

21Fear not, O land;

Be glad and rejoice, 

For the LORD has done Tmarvelous things!

22Do not be afraid, you beasts of the field;

For Rthe open pastures are springing up, 

And the tree bears its fruit;

The fig tree and the vine yield their strength.

23Be glad then, you children of Zion, 

And Rrejoice in the LORD your God;

For He has given you the former rain faithfully, *

And He Rwill cause the rain to come down for you—

The former rain, 

And the latter rain in the first month.

24The threshing floors shall be full of wheat, 

And the vats shall overflow with new wine and oil.

25“So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, 

The crawling locust, 

The consuming locust, 

And the chewing locust, *

My great army which I sent among you.

26You shall Reat in plenty and be satisfied, 

And praise the name of the LORD your God, 

Who has dealt wondrously with you;

And My people shall never be put to Rshame.

27Then you shall know that I am Rin the midst of Israel:

RI am the LORD your God

And there is no other.

My people shall never be put to shame.

Last Events Before the Terrible Day of the Lord

28“AndR it shall come to pass afterward

That RI will pour out My Spirit on all flesh;

RYour sons and your Rdaughters shall prophesy, 

Your old men shall dream dreams, 

Your young men shall see visions.

29And also on My Rmenservants and on My maidservants

I will pour out My Spirit in those days.

30“And RI will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth:

Blood and fire and pillars of smoke.

31RThe sun shall be turned into darkness, 

And the moon into blood, 

Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD.

32And it shall come to pass

That Rwhoever calls on the name of the LORD

Shall be Tsaved.

For Rin Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be Tdeliverance, 

As the LORD has said, 

Among Rthe remnant whom the LORD calls.




CHAPTER 3

Judgment on the Gentiles

1“For behold, Rin those days and at that time, 

When I bring back the captives of Judah and Jerusalem, 

2RI will also gather all nations, 

And bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat;

And I Rwill enter into judgment with them there

On account of My people, My heritage Israel, 

Whom they have scattered among the nations;

They have also divided up My land.

3They have Rcast lots for My people, 

Have given a boy as payment for a harlot, 

And sold a girl for wine, that they may drink.

4“Indeed, what have you to do with Me, 

RO Tyre and Sidon, and all the coasts of Philistia?

Will you retaliate against Me?

But if you retaliate against Me, 

Swiftly and speedily I will return your retaliation upon your own head;

5Because you have taken My silver and My gold, 

And have carried into your temples My prized possessions.

6Also the people of Judah and the people of Jerusalem

You have sold to the Greeks, 

That you may remove them far from their borders.

7“Behold, RI will raise them

Out of the place to which you have sold them, 

And will return your Tretaliation upon your own head.

8I will sell your sons and your daughters

Into the hand of the people of Judah, 

And they will sell them to the RSabeans, *

To a people Rfar off;

For the LORD has spoken.”

9RProclaim this among the nations:

“Prepare for war!

Wake up the mighty men, 

Let all the men of war draw near, 

Let them come up.

10Beat your plowshares into swords

And your pruning hooks into spears;

Let the weak say, ‘I am strong.’ ”

11Assemble and come, all you nations, 

And gather together all around.

Cause RYour mighty ones to go down there, O LORD.

12“Let the nations be wakened, and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat;

For there I will sit to Rjudge all the surrounding nations.

13RPut in the sickle, for Rthe harvest is ripe.

Come, go down;

For the Rwinepress is full, 

The vats overflow—

For their wickedness is great.”

14Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision!

For Rthe day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.

15The sun and moon will grow dark, 

And the stars will diminish their brightness.

Restoration of Judah

16The LORD also will roar from Zion, 

And utter His voice from Jerusalem;

The heavens and earth will shake;

RBut the LORD will be a shelter for His people, 

And the strength of the children of Israel.

17“So you shall know that I am the LORD your God, 

Dwelling in Zion My Rholy mountain.

Then Jerusalem shall be holy, 

And no aliens shall ever pass through her again.”

18And it will come to pass in that day

That the mountains shall drip with new wine, 

The hills shall flow with milk, 

And all the brooks of Judah shall be flooded with water;

A Rfountain shall flow from the house of the LORD

And water the Valley of Acacias.

19“Egypt shall be a desolation, 

And Edom a desolate wilderness, 

Because of violence against the people of Judah, 

For they have shed innocent blood in their land.

20But Judah shall abide forever, 

And Jerusalem from generation to generation.

21For I will Racquit them of the guilt of bloodshed, whom I had not acquitted;

For the LORD dwells in Zion.”




The Book of Amos
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THE BOOK OF AMOS

Amos prophesies during a period of national optimism in Israel. Business is booming and boundaries are bulging. But below the surface, greed and injustice are festering. Hypocritical religious motions have replaced true worship, creating a false sense of security and a growing callousness to God’s disciplining hand. Famine, drought, plagues, death, destruction—nothing can force the people to their knees.

Amos, the farmer-turned-prophet, lashes out at sin unflinchingly, trying to visualize the nearness of God’s judgment and mobilize the nation to repentance. The nation, like a basket of rotting fruit, stands ripe for judgment because of its hypocrisy and spiritual indifference.

The name “Amos” is derived from the Hebrew root amas, “to lift a burden, to carry.” Thus, his name means “Burden” or “Burden-Bearer.” Amos lives up to the meaning of his name by bearing up under his divinely given burden of declaring judgment to rebellious Israel. The Greek and Latin titles are both trans-literated in English as Amos.
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THE AUTHOR OF AMOS

The only Old Testament appearance of the name “Amos” is in this book. (He should not be confused with Amoz, the father of Isaiah.) Concerning his background, Amos said, ‘I was no prophet, nor was I a son of a prophet, but I was a sheepbreeder and a tender of sycamore fruit” (7:14). But he was gripped by God and divinely commissioned to bring his prophetic burden to Israel (3:8; 7:15). He came from the rural area of Tekoa in Judah, twelve miles south of Jerusalem, where he tended a special breed of small sheep that produced wool of the best quality. As a grower of sycamore figs, he had to puncture the fruit before it ripened to allow the insects inside to escape. Amos lived a disciplined life, and his knowledge of the wilderness often surfaces in his messages (cf. 3:4, 5, 12; 5:8, 19; 9:9). Amos was from the country, but he was well educated in the Scriptures. His keen sense of morality and justice is obvious; and his objective appraisal of Israel’s spiritual condition was not well received, especially since he was from Judah. He delivered his message in Bethel because it was the residence of the king of Israel and a center of idolatry. His frontal attack on the greed, injustice, and self-righteousness of the people of the northern kingdom made his words unpopular.
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THE TIME OF AMOS

Amos prophesied “in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel, two years before the earthquake” (1:1). Uzziah reigned from 767 to 739 B.C. and Jeroboam II reigned from 782 to 753 B.C., leaving an overlap from 767 to 753 B.C. Over two hundred years later, Zechariah referred to this earthquake in Uzziah’s reign (Zech. 14:5). Amos 7:11 anticipates the 722 B.C. Assyrian captivity of Israel and indicates that at the time of writing, Jeroboam II was not yet dead. Thus, Amos prophesied in Bethel about 755 B.C. Astronomical calculations indicate that a solar eclipse took place in Israel on June 15, 763 B.C. This event was probably fresh in the minds of Amos’s hearers (see 8:9).

Amos ministered after the time of Obadiah, Joel, and Jonah and just before Hosea, Micah, and Isaiah. At this time Uzziah reigned over a prosperous and militarily successful Judah. He fortified Jerusalem and subdued the Philistines, the Ammonites, and the Edomites. In the north, Israel was ruled by the capable King Jeroboam II. Economic and military circumstances were almost ideal, but prosperity only increased the materialism, immorality, and injustice of the people (2:6–8; 3:10; 4:1; 5:10–12; 8:4–6). During these years, Assyria, Babylon, Syria, and Egypt were relatively weak. Thus, the people of Israel found it hard to imagine the coming disaster predicted by Amos. However, it was only three decades until the downfall of Israel.
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THE CHRIST OF AMOS

The clearest anticipation of Christ in Amos is found at the end of the book. He has all authority to judge (1:1–9:10), but He will also restore His people (9:11–15).

[image: ]

KEYS TO AMOS

Key Word: The Judgment of Israel—The basic theme of Amos is the coming judgment of Israel because of the holiness of Yahweh and the sinfulness of His covenant people. Amos unflinchingly and relentlessly visualizes the causes and course of Israel’s quickly approaching doom. God is gracious and patient, but His justice and righteousness will not allow sin to go unpunished indefinitely. The sins of Israel are heaped as high as heaven: empty ritualism, oppression of the poor, idolatry, deceit, self-righteousness, arrogance, greed, materialism, and callousness. The people have repeatedly broken every aspect of their covenant relationship with God. Nevertheless, God’s mercy and love are evident in His offer of deliverance if the people will only turn back to Him. God graciously sends Amos as a reformer to warn the people of Israel of their fate if they refuse to repent. But they reject his plea, and the course of judgment cannot be altered.

Key Verses: Amos 3:1, 2; 8:11, 12—“Hear this word that the LORD has spoken against you, O children of Israel, against the whole family which I brought up from the land of Egypt, saying: ‘You only have I known of all the families of the earth; therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities’ ” (3:1, 2).

“‘Behold, the days are coming, ’ says the Lord GOD, ‘that I will send a famine on the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD; they shall wander from sea to sea, and from north to east; they shall run to and fro, seeking the word of the LORD, but shall not find it’” (8:11, 12).

Key Chapter: Amos 9—Set in the midst of the harsh judgments of Amos are some of the greatest prophecies of restoration of Israel anywhere in Scripture. Within the scope of just five verses the future of Israel becomes clear, as the Abrahamic, Davidic, and Palestinian covenants are focused on their climactic fulfillment in the return of the Messiah.
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SURVEY OF AMOS

Amos’s message of the coming doom of the northern kingdom of Israel seems preposterous to the people. Unsurprisingly, Amos’s earnest and forceful message against Israel’s sins and abuses is poorly received. The prophet of Israel’s Indian summer presents a painfully clear message: “prepare to meet your God, O Israel” (4:12). The four divisions of Amos are: the eight prophecies (1:1–2:16), the three sermons (3:1–6:14), the five visions (7:1–9:10), and the five promises (9:11–15).

The Eight Prophecies (1:1–2:16): Amos is called by God to the unenviable task of leaving his homeland in Judah to preach a harsh message of judgment to Israel. Each of his eight oracles in chapters 1 and 2 begins with the statement “For three transgressions of … and for four.” The fourth transgression is equivalent to the last straw; the iniquity of each of the eight countries is full. Amos begins with the nations that surround Israel as his catalog of catastrophes gradually spirals in on Israel herself. Seven times God declares, “I will send a fire” (1:4, 7, 10, 12, 14; 2:2, 5), a symbol of judgment.

The Three Sermons (3:1–6:14): In these chapters, Amos delivers three sermons, each beginning with the phrase “Hear this word” (3:1; 4:1; 5:1). The first sermon (3) is a general pronouncement of judgment because of Israel’s iniquities. The second sermon (4) exposes the crimes of the people and describes the ways God has chastened them in order to draw them back to Himself. Five times He says, “Yet you have not returned to Me” (4:6, 8, 9, 10, 11). The third sermon (5 and 6) lists the sins of the house of Israel and calls the people to repent. But they hate integrity, justice, and compassion, and their refusal to turn to Yahweh will lead to their exile. Although they arrogantly wallow in luxury, their time of prosperity will suddenly come to an end.

The Five Visions (7:1–9:10): Amos’s three sermons are followed by five visions of coming judgment upon the northern kingdom. The first two judgments of locusts and fire do not come to pass because of Amos’s intercession. The third vision of the plumb line is followed by the only narrative section in the book (7:10–17). Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, wants Amos to go back to Judah. The fourth vision pictures Israel as a basket of rotten fruit, overripe for judgment. The fifth vision is a relentless portrayal of Israel’s unavoidable judgment.

The Five Promises (9:11–15): Amos has hammered upon the theme of divine retribution with oracles, sermons, and visions. Nevertheless, he ends his book on a note of consolation, not condemnation. God promises to reinstate the Davidic line, to renew the land, and to restore the people.
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OUTLINE OF AMOS
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction to Amos

1The words of Amos, who was among the sheepbreeders* of RTekoa, which he saw concerning Israel in the days of RUzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel, two years before the earthquake.

2And he said:

“The LORD Rroars from Zion, 

And utters His voice from Jerusalem;

The pastures of the shepherds mourn, 

And the top of Carmel withers.”

Judgment on Damascus

3Thus says the LORD:

“For three transgressions of RDamascus, and for four, 

I will not turn away its punishment, 

Because they have threshed Gilead with implements of iron.

4RBut I will send a fire into the house of Hazael, 

Which shall devour the palaces of RBen-Hadad.

5I will also break the gate Rbar of Damascus, 

And cut off the inhabitant from the Valley of Aven, 

And the one who Tholds the scepter from TBeth Eden.

The people of Syria shall go captive to Kir, ”

Says the LORD.

Judgment on Gaza

6Thus says the LORD:

“For three transgressions of RGaza, and for four, 

I will not turn away its punishment, 

Because they took captive the whole captivity

To deliver them up to Edom.

7RBut I will send a fire upon the wall of Gaza, 

Which shall devour its palaces.

8I will cut off the inhabitant Rfrom Ashdod, 

And the one who holds the scepter from Ashkelon;

I will Rturn My hand against Ekron, 

And Rthe remnant of the Philistines shall perish, ”

Says the Lord GOD.

Judgment on Tyre

9Thus says the LORD:

“For three transgressions of RTyre, and for four, 

I will not turn away its punishment, 

Because they delivered up the whole captivity to Edom, 

And did not remember the covenant of brotherhood.

10But I will send a fire upon the wall of Tyre, 

Which shall devour its palaces.”

Judgment on Edom

11Thus says the LORD:

“For three transgressions of REdom, and for four, 

I will not turn away its punishment, 

Because he pursued his Rbrother with the sword, 

And cast off all pity;

His anger tore perpetually, 

And he kept his wrath forever.

12But RI will send a fire upon Teman, 

Which shall devour the palaces of Bozrah.”

Judgment on Ammon

13Thus says the LORD:

“For three transgressions of Rthe people of Ammon, and for four, 

I will not turn away its punishment, 

Because they ripped open the women with child in Gilead, 

That they might enlarge their territory.

14But I will kindle a fire in the wall of RRabbah, 

And it shall devour its palaces, 

RAmid shouting in the day of battle, 

And a tempest in the day of the whirlwind.

15RTheir king shall go into captivity, 

He and his princes together, ”

Says the LORD.




CHAPTER 2

Judgment on Moab

1Thus says the LORD:

R“For three transgressions of Moab, and for four, 

I will not turn away its punishment, 

Because he Rburned the bones of the king of Edom to lime.

2But I will send a fire upon Moab, 

And it shall devour the palaces of RKerioth;

Moab shall die with tumult, 

With shouting and trumpet sound.

3And I will cut off Rthe judge from its midst, 

And slay all its princes with him, ”

Says the LORD.

Judgment on Judah

4Thus says the LORD:

“For three transgressions of RJudah, and for four, 

I will not turn away its punishment, 

RBecause they have despised the law of the LORD, 

And have not kept His commandments.

RTheir lies lead them astray, 

Lies which their fathers followed.

5RBut I will send a fire upon Judah, 

And it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem.”

Judgment on Israel

6Thus says the LORD:

“For three transgressions of RIsrael, and for four, 

I will not turn away its punishment, 

Because Rthey sell the righteous for silver, 

And the poor for a pair of sandals.

7They pant after* the dust of the earth which is on the head of the poor, 

And Rpervert the way of the humble.

RA man and his father go in to the same girl, 

RTo defile My holy name.

8They lie down Rby every altar on clothes Rtaken in pledge, 

And drink the wine of the condemned in the house of their god.

9“Yet it was I who destroyed the RAmorite before them, 

Whose height was like the Rheight of the cedars, 

And he was as strong as the oaks;

Yet I Rdestroyed his fruit above

And his roots beneath.

10Also it was RI who brought you up from the land of Egypt, 

And Rled you forty years through the wilderness, 

To possess the land of the Amorite.

11I raised up some of your sons as Rprophets, 

And some of your young men as RNazirites.

Is it not so, O you children of Israel?”

Says the LORD.

12“But you gave the Nazirites wine to drink, 

And commanded the prophets Rsaying, 

‘Do not prophesy!’

13“Behold, R I am Tweighed down by you, 

As a cart full of sheaves Tis weighed down.

14RTherefore Tflight shall perish from the swift, 

The strong shall not strengthen his power, 

Nor shall the mighty deliver himself;

15He shall not stand who handles the bow, 

The swift of foot shall not Tescape, 

Nor shall he who rides a horse deliver himself.

16The most courageous men of might

Shall flee naked in that day, ”

Says the LORD.




CHAPTER 3

Israel’s Judgment Is Deserved (Present)

1Hear this word that the LORD has spoken against you, O children of Israel, against the whole family which I brought up from the land of Egypt, saying:

2“YouR only have I known of all the families of the earth;

RTherefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.”

3Can two walk together, unless they are agreed?

4Will a lion roar in the forest, when he has no prey?

Will a young lion cry out of his den, if he has caught nothing?

5Will a bird fall into a snare on the earth, where there is no trap for it?

Will a snare spring up from the earth, if it has caught nothing at all?

6If a Ttrumpet is blown in a city, will not the people be afraid?

RIf there is calamity in a city, will not the LORD have done it?

7Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, 

Unless RHe reveals His secret to His servants the prophets.

8A lion has roared!

Who will not fear?

The Lord GOD has spoken!

RWho can but prophesy?

9“Proclaim in the palaces at Ashdod, *

And in the palaces in the land of Egypt, and say:

‘Assemble on the mountains of Samaria;

See great tumults in her midst, 

And the oppressed within her.

10For they Rdo not know to do right, ’

Says the LORD, 

‘Who store up violence and Trobbery in their palaces.’ ”

Israel’s Judgment Is Described (Present)

11Therefore thus says the Lord GOD:

“An adversary shall be all around the land;

He shall sap your strength from you, 

And your palaces shall be plundered.”

12Thus says the LORD:

“As a shepherd Ttakes from the mouth of a lion

Two legs or a piece of an ear, 

So shall the children of Israel be taken out

Who dwell in Samaria—

In the corner of a bed and on the edge* of a couch!

13Hear and testify against the house of Jacob, ”

Says the Lord GOD, the God of hosts, 

14“That in the day I punish Israel for their transgressions, 

I will also visit destruction on the altars of RBethel;

And the horns of the altar shall be cut off

And fall to the ground.

15I will Tdestroy the winter house along with the summer house;

The Rhouses of ivory shall perish, 

And the great houses shall have an end, ”

Says the LORD.




CHAPTER 4

Israel’s Judgment Is Deserved (Past)

1Hear this word, you cows of Bashan, who are on the mountain of Samaria, 

Who oppress the Rpoor, 

Who crush the needy, 

Who say to your husbands, * “Bring wine, let us Rdrink!”

2RThe Lord GOD has sworn by His holiness:

“Behold, the days shall come upon you

When He will take you away Rwith fishhooks, 

And your posterity with fishhooks.

3RYou will go out through broken walls, 

Each one straight ahead of her, 

And you will Tbe cast into Harmon, ”

Says the LORD.

4“Come to Bethel and transgress, 

At Gilgal multiply transgression;

Bring your sacrifices every morning, 

Your tithes every three days.*

5ROffer a sacrifice of thanksgiving with leaven, 

Proclaim and announce Rthe freewill offerings;

For this you love, 

You children of Israel!”

Says the Lord GOD.

Israel’s Judgment Is Demonstrated (Past)

6“Also I gave you Tcleanness of teeth in all your cities, 

And lack of bread in all your places;

RYet you have not returned to Me, ”

Says the LORD.

7“I also withheld rain from you, 

When there were still three months to the harvest.

I made it rain on one city, 

I withheld rain from another city.

One part was rained upon, 

And where it did not rain the part withered.

8So two or three cities wandered to another city to drink water, 

But they were not satisfied;

Yet you have not returned to Me, ”

Says the LORD.

9“IR blasted you with blight and mildew.

When your gardens increased, 

Your vineyards, 

Your fig trees, 

And your olive trees, 

RThe locust devoured them;

Yet you have not returned to Me, ”

Says the LORD.

10“I sent among you a plague Rafter the manner of Egypt;

Your young men I killed with a sword, 

Along with your captive horses;

I made the stench of your camps come up into your nostrils;

Yet you have not returned to Me, ”

Says the LORD.

11“I overthrew some of you, 

As God overthrew RSodom and Gomorrah, 

And you were like a firebrand plucked from the burning;

Yet you have not returned to Me, ”

Says the LORD.

Israel’s Judgment Is Described (Past)

12“Therefore thus will I do to you, O Israel;

Because I will do this to you, 

Prepare to meet your God, O Israel!”

13For behold, 

He who forms mountains, 

And creates the Twind, 

RWho declares to man what his* thought is, 

And makes the morning darkness, 

RWho treads the high places of the earth—

The LORD God of hosts is His name.




CHAPTER 5

Israel’s Judgment Is Deserved (Future)

1Hear this word which I take up against you, a lamentation, O house of Israel:

2The virgin of Israel has fallen;

She will rise no more.

She lies forsaken on her land;

There is no one to raise her up.

3For thus says the Lord GOD:

“The city that goes out by a thousand

Shall have a hundred left, 

And that which goes out by a hundred

Shall have ten left to the house of Israel.”

4For thus says the LORD to the house of Israel:

R“Seek Me Rand live;

5But do not seek RBethel, 

Nor enter Gilgal, 

Nor pass over to RBeersheba;

For Gilgal shall surely go into captivity, 

And Bethel shall come to nothing.

6RSeek the LORD and live, 

Lest He break out like fire in the house of Joseph, 

And devour it, 

With no one to quench it in Bethel—

7You who Rturn justice to wormwood, 

And lay righteousness to rest in the earth!”

8He made the RPleiades and Orion;

He turns the shadow of death into morning

RAnd makes the day dark as night;

He Rcalls for the waters of the sea

And pours them out on the face of the earth;

RThe LORD is His name.

9He rains ruin upon the strong, 

So that fury comes upon the fortress.

10RThey hate the one who rebukes in the gate, 

And they Rabhor the one who speaks uprightly.

11RTherefore, because you Ttread down the poor

And take grain Ttaxes from him, 

Though Ryou have built houses of hewn stone, 

Yet you shall not dwell in them;

You have planted pleasant vineyards, 

But you shall not drink wine from them.

12For I Rknow your manifold transgressions

And your mighty sins:

RAfflicting the just and taking bribes;

RDiverting the poor from justice at the gate.

13Therefore Rthe prudent keep silent at that time, 

For it is an evil time.

14Seek good and not evil, 

That you may live;

So the LORD God of hosts will be with you, 

RAs you have spoken.

15RHate evil, love good;

Establish justice in the gate.

RIt may be that the LORD God of hosts

Will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.

The First Woe of Judgment

16Therefore the LORD God of hosts, the Lord, says this:

“There shall be wailing in all streets, 

And they shall say in all the highways, 

‘Alas! Alas!’

They shall call the farmer to mourning, 

And skillful lamenters to wailing.

17In all vineyards there shall be wailing, 

For RI will pass through you, ”

Says the LORD.

18RWoe to you who desire the day of the LORD!

For what good is Rthe day of the LORD to you?

It will be darkness, and not light.

19It will be Ras though a man fled from a lion, 

And a bear met him!

Or as though he went into the house, 

Leaned his hand on the wall, 

And a serpent bit him!

20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light?

Is it not very dark, with no brightness in it?

21“IR hate, I despise your feast days, 

And RI do not savor your sacred assemblies.

22RThough you offer Me burnt offerings and your grain offerings, 

I will not accept them, 

Nor will I regard your fattened peace offerings.

23Take away from Me the noise of your songs, 

For I will not hear the melody of your stringed instruments.

24But let justice run down like water, 

And righteousness like a mighty stream.

25“DidR you offer Me sacrifices and offerings

In the wilderness forty years, O house of Israel?

26You also carried Sikkuth* Ryour king*

And Chiun, * your idols, 

The star of your gods, 

Which you made for yourselves.

27Therefore I will send you into captivity Rbeyond Damascus, ”

Says the LORD, Rwhose name is the God of hosts.




CHAPTER 6

The Second Woe of Judgment

1Woe to you who are at ease in Zion, And Rtrust in Mount Samaria, 

Notable persons in the chief nation, 

To whom the house of Israel comes!

2RGo over to Calneh and see;

And from there go to Hamath the great;

Then go down to Gath of the Philistines.

RAre you better than these kingdoms?

Or is their territory greater than your territory?

3Woe to you who Rput far off the day of Rdoom, 

RWho cause Rthe seat of violence to come near;

4Who lie on beds of ivory, 

Stretch out on your couches, 

Eat lambs from the flock

And calves from the midst of the stall;

5RWho sing idly to the sound of stringed instruments, 

And invent for yourselves musical instruments Rlike David;

6Who Rdrink wine from bowls, 

And anoint yourselves with the best ointments, 

RBut are not grieved for the affliction of Joseph.

7Therefore they shall now go Rcaptive as the first of the captives, 

And those who recline at banquets shall be removed.

8RThe Lord GOD has sworn by Himself, 

The LORD God of hosts says:

“I abhor Rthe pride of Jacob, 

And hate his palaces;

Therefore I will deliver up the city

And all that is in it.”

9Then it shall come to pass, that if ten men remain in one house, they shall die.

10And when a relative of the dead, with one who will burn the bodies, picks up the bodies* to take them out of the house, he will say to one inside the house, “Are there any more with you?” Then someone will say, “None.” And he will say, R“Hold your tongue! RFor we dare not mention the name of the LORD.”

11For behold, the LORD gives a command:

He will break the great house into bits, 

And the little house into pieces.

12Do horses run on rocks?

Does one plow there with oxen?

Yet Ryou have turned justice into gall, 

And the fruit of righteousness into wormwood, 

13You who rejoice over Lo Debar, *

Who say, “Have we not taken Karnaim* for ourselves

By our own strength?”

14“But, behold, RI will raise up a nation against you, 

O house of Israel, ”

Says the LORD God of hosts;

“And they will afflict you from the Rentrance of Hamath

To the Valley of the Arabah.”




CHAPTER 7

Vision of the Locusts

1Thus the Lord GOD showed me: Behold, He formed locust swarms at the beginning of the late crop; indeed it was the late crop after the king’s mowings.

2And so it was, when they had finished eating the grass of the land, that I said:

“O Lord GOD, forgive, I pray!

ROh, T that Jacob may stand, 

For he is small!”

3So Rthe LORD relented concerning this.

“It shall not be, ” said the LORD.

Vision of the Fire

4Thus the Lord GOD showed me: Behold, the Lord GOD called Tfor conflict by fire, and it consumed the great deep and devoured the Tterritory.

5Then I said:

“O Lord GOD, cease, I pray!

ROh, that Jacob may stand, 

For he is small!”

6So the LORD relented concerning this.

“This also shall not be, ” said the Lord GOD.

Vision of the Plumb Line

7Thus He showed me: Behold, the Lord stood on a wall made with a plumb line, with a plumb line in His hand.

8And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said:

“Behold, I am setting a plumb line

In the midst of My people Israel;

I will not pass by them anymore.

9RThe high places of Isaac shall be desolate, 

And the Tsanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste.

RI will rise with the sword against the house of Jeroboam.”

Opposition of Amaziah (Historical Parenthesis)

10Then Amaziah the Rpriest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the house of Israel. The land is not able to bear all his words.

11“For thus Amos has said:

‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 

And Israel shall surely be led away Rcaptive

From their own land.’ ”

12Then Amaziah said to Amos:

“Go, you seer!

Flee to the land of Judah.

There eat bread, 

And there prophesy.

13But never again prophesy at Bethel, 

For it is the king’s sanctuary, 

And it is the royal residence.”

14Then Amos answered, and said to Amaziah:

“I was no prophet, 

Nor was I a son of a prophet, 

But I was a Rsheepbreeder*

And a tender of sycamore fruit.

15Then the LORD took me Tas I followed the flock, 

And the LORD said to me, 

‘Go, prophesy to My people Israel.’

16Now therefore, hear the word of the LORD:

You say, ‘Do not prophesy against Israel, 

And Rdo not Tspout against the house of Isaac.’

17“Therefore thus says the LORD:

R‘Your wife shall be a harlot in the city;

Your sons and daughters shall fall by the sword;

Your land shall be divided by survey line;

You shall die in a Rdefiled land;

And Israel shall surely be led away captive

From his own land.’ ”




CHAPTER 8

Vision of the Summer Fruit

1Thus the Lord GOD showed me: Behold, a basket of summer fruit.

2And He said, “Amos, what do you see?” So I said, “A basket of summer fruit.” Then the LORD said to me:

R“The end has come upon My people Israel;

I will not pass by them anymore.

3And Rthe songs of the temple

Shall be wailing in that day, ”

Says the Lord GOD—

“Many dead bodies everywhere, 

They shall be thrown out in silence.”

4Hear this, you who swallow up* the needy, 

And make the poor of the land fail, 

5Saying:

“When will the New Moon be past, 

That we may sell grain?

And Rthe Sabbath, 

That we may Ttrade wheat?

RMaking the ephah small and the shekel large, 

Falsifying the scales by deceit, 

6That we may buy the poor for Rsilver, 

And the needy for a pair of sandals—

Even sell the bad wheat?”

7The LORD has sworn by Rthe pride of Jacob:

“Surely RI will never forget any of their works.

8Shall the land not tremble for this, 

And everyone mourn who dwells in it?

All of it shall swell like the River, *

Heave and subside

RLike the River of Egypt.

9“And it shall come to pass in that day, ” says the Lord GOD, 

R“That I will make the sun go down at noon, 

And I will darken the earth in Tbroad daylight;

10I will turn your feasts into mourning, 

RAnd all your songs into lamentation;

RI will bring sackcloth on every waist, 

And baldness on every head;

I will make it like mourning for an only son, 

And its end like a bitter day.

11“Behold, the days are coming, ” says the Lord GOD, 

“That I will send a famine on the land, 

Not a famine of bread, 

Nor a thirst for water, 

But of hearing the words of the LORD.

12They shall wander from sea to sea, 

And from north to east;

They shall run to and fro, seeking the word of the LORD, 

But shall Rnot find it.

13“In that day the fair virgins

And strong young men

Shall faint from thirst.

14Those who Rswear by Rthe sin* of Samaria, 

Who say, 

‘As your god lives, O Dan!’

And, ‘As the way of Beersheba lives!’

They shall fall and never rise again.”




CHAPTER 9

Vision of the Stricken Doorposts

1I SAW the Lord standing by the altar, and He said:

“Strike the Tdoorposts, that the thresholds may shake, 

And Rbreak them on the heads of them all.

I will slay the last of them with the sword.

RHe who flees from them shall not get away, 

And he who escapes from them shall not be delivered.

2“ThoughR they dig into hell, *

From there My hand shall take them;

Though they climb up to heaven, 

From there I will bring them down;

3And though they Rhide themselves on top of Carmel, 

From there I will search and take them;

Though they hide from My sight at the bottom of the sea, 

From there I will command the serpent, and it shall bite them;

4Though they go into captivity before their enemies, 

From there RI will command the sword, 

And it shall slay them.

RI will set My eyes on them for harm and not for good.”

5The Lord GOD of hosts, 

He who touches the earth and it Rmelts, 

And all who dwell there mourn;

All of it shall swell like the River, *

And subside like the River of Egypt.

6He who builds His layers in the sky, 

And has founded His strata in the earth;

Who Rcalls for the waters of the sea, 

And pours them out on the face of the earth—

RThe LORD is His name.

7“Are you not like the Tpeople of Ethiopia to Me, 

O children of Israel?” says the LORD.

“Did I not bring up Israel from the land of Egypt, 

The Philistines from TCaphtor, 

And the Syrians from RKir?

8“Behold, Rthe eyes of the Lord GOD are on the sinful kingdom, 

And I Rwill destroy it from the face of the earth;

Yet I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob, ”

Says the LORD.

9“For surely I will command, 

And will Tsift the house of Israel among all nations, 

As grain is sifted in a sieve;

RYet not the smallest Tgrain shall fall to the ground.

10All the sinners of My people shall die by the sword, 

RWho say, ‘The calamity shall not overtake nor confront us.’

The Five Promises of the Restoration of Israel

11“OnR that day I will raise up

The tabernacle* of David, which has fallen down, 

And repair its damages;

I will raise up its ruins, 

And rebuild it as in the days of old;

12RThat they may possess the remnant of REdom, *

And all the Gentiles who are called by My name, ”

Says the LORD who does this thing.

13“Behold, Rthe days are coming, ” says the LORD, 

“When the plowman shall overtake the reaper, 

And the treader of grapes him who sows seed;

RThe mountains shall drip with sweet wine, 

And all the hills shall flow with it.

14RI will bring back the captives of My people Israel;

RThey shall build the waste cities and inhabit them;

They shall plant vineyards and drink wine from them;

They shall also make gardens and eat fruit from them.

15I will plant them in their land, 

RAnd no longer shall they be pulled up

From the land I have given them, ”

Says the LORD your God.




The Book of Obadiah
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THE BOOK OF OBADIAH

A struggle that began in the womb between twin brothers, Esau and Jacob, eventuates in a struggle between their respective descendants, the Edomites and the Israelites. For the Edomites’ stubborn refusal to aid Israel, first during the time of wilderness wandering (Num. 20:14–21) and later during a time of invasion, they are roundly condemned by Obadiah. This little-known prophet describes their crimes, tries their case, and pronounces their judgment: total destruction.

The Hebrew name Obadyah means “Worshiper of Yahweh” or “Servant of Yahweh.” The Greek title in the Septuagint is Obdiou, and the Latin title in the Vulgate is Abdias.
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THE AUTHOR OF OBADIAH

Obadiah was an obscure prophet who probably lived in the southern kingdom of Judah. Nothing is known of his hometown or family, but it is not likely that he came out of the kingly or priestly line, because his father is not mentioned (1:1). There are thirteen Obadiahs in the Old Testament, and some scholars have attempted to identify the author of this book with one of the other twelve. Four of the better prospects are: (1) the officer in Ahab’s palace who hid God’s prophets in a cave (1 Kin. 18:3); (2) one of the officials sent out by Jehoshaphat to teach the law in the cities of Judah (2 Chr. 17:7); (3) one of the overseers who took part in repairing the temple under Josiah (2 Chr. 34:12); or (4) a priest in the time of Nehemiah (Neh. 10:5).
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THE TIME OF OBADIAH

Obadiah mentions no kings, so verses 10–14 provide the only historical reference point to aid in determining the book’s time and setting. However, scholars disagree about which invasion of Jerusalem Obadiah had in mind. There are four possibilities: (1) In 926 B.C. Shishak of Egypt plundered the temple and palace of Jerusalem in the reign of Rehoboam (1 Kin. 14:25, 26). At this time, Edom was still subject to Judah. This does not fit Obadiah 10–14, which indicates that Edom was independent of Judah. (2) During the reign of Jehoram (848–841 B.C.), the Philistines and Arabians invaded Judah and looted the palace (2 Chr. 21:16, 17). Edom revolted during the reign of Jehoram and became a bitter antagonist (2 Kin. 8:20–22; 2 Chr. 21:8–20). This fits the description of Obadiah. (3) In 790 B.C. King Jehoash of Israel invaded Judah (2 Kin. 14; 2 Chr. 25). However, Obadiah in verse 11 calls the invaders “strangers.” This would be an inappropriate term for describing the army of the northern kingdom. (4) In 586 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon defeated and destroyed Jerusalem (2 Kin. 24 and 25).

The two best candidates are (2) and (4). Obadiah 10–14 seems to fit (2) better than (4) because it does not indicate the total destruction of the city, which took place when Nebuchadnezzar burned the palace and temple and razed the walls. And Nebuchadnezzar certainly would not have “cast lots for Jerusalem” (11) with anyone. Also, all of the other prophets who speak of the destruction of 586 B.C. identify Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians as the agents; but Obadiah leaves the enemy unidentified. For these and other reasons, it appears likely that the plundering of Jerusalem written of in Obadiah was by the Philistines between 848 and 841 B.C. This would make the prophet a contemporary of Elisha, and Obadiah would be the earliest of the writing prophets, predating Joel by a few years.

The history of Edom began with Esau who was given the name “Edom” (“Red”) because of the red stew for which he traded his birthright. Esau moved to the mountainous area of Seir and absorbed the Horites, the original inhabitants. Edom refused to allow Israel to pass through their land on the way to Canaan. The Edomites opposed Saul and were subdued under David and Solomon. They fought against Jehoshaphat and successfully rebelled against Jehoram. They were again conquered by Judah under Amaziah, but they regained their freedom during the reign of Ahaz. Edom was later controlled by Assyria and Babylon; and in the fifth century B.C. the Edomites were forced by the Nabateans to leave their territory. They moved to the area of southern Palestine and became known as Idumeans. Herod the Great, an Idumean, became king of Judea under Rome in 37 B.C. In a sense, the enmity between Esau and Jacob was continued in Herod’s attempt to murder Jesus. The Idumeans participated in the rebellion of Jerusalem against Rome and were defeated along with the Jews by Titus in A.D. 70. Ironically, the Edomites applauded the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. (see Ps. 137:7) but died trying to defend it in A.D. 70. After that time they were never heard of again. As Obadiah predicted, they would be “cut off forever” (10); “and no survivor shall remain of the house of Esau” (18).
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THE CHRIST OF OBADIAH

Christ is seen in Obadiah as the Judge of the nations (15–16), the Savior of Israel (17–20), and the Possessor of the kingdom (21).
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KEYS TO OBADIAH

Key Word: The Judgment of Edom—The major theme of Obadiah is a declaration of Edom’s coming doom because of its arrogance and cruelty to Judah: “I will make you small among the nations” (2); “the pride of your heart has deceived you” (3); “how you will be cut off!” (5); “how Esau shall be searched out!” (6); “your mighty men, O Teman, shall be dismayed” (9); “shame shall cover you” (10); “you shall be cut off forever” (10); “as you have done, it shall be done to you” (15). Even the last few verses, which primarily deal with Israel, speak of Edom’s downfall (17–21). The secondary theme of Obadiah is the future restoration of Israel and faithfulness of Yahweh to His covenant promises. God’s justice will ultimately prevail.

Key Verses: Obadiah 10 and 21—“For violence against your brother Jacob, shame shall cover you, and you shall be cut off forever” (10).

“Then saviors shall come to Mount Zion to judge the mountains of Esau, and the kingdom shall be the LORD’s” (21).
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SURVEY OF OBADIAH

Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old Testament (twenty-one verses), but it carries one of the strongest messages of judgment in the Old Testament. For Edom there are no pleas to return, no words of consolation or hope. Edom’s fate is sealed, and there are no conditions for possible deliverance. God will bring total destruction upon Edom, and there will be no remnant. Obadiah is Edom’s day in court, complete with Edom’s arraignment, indictment, and sentence. This prophet of poetic justice describes how the Judge of the earth will overthrow the pride of Edom and restore the house of Jacob. The two sections of Obadiah are: the judgment of Edom (1–18) and the restoration of Israel (19–21).

The Judgment of Edom (1–18): The first section of Obadiah makes it clear that the coming overthrow of Edom is a certainty, not a condition. Edom is arrogant (3) because of its secure position in Mount Seir, a mountainous region south of the Dead Sea. Its capital city of Sela (Petra) is protected by a narrow canyon that prevents invasion by an army. But God says this will make no difference. Even a thief does not take everything, but when God destroys Edom it will be totally ransacked. Nothing will avert God’s complete judgment. Verses 10–14 describe Edom’s major crime of gloating over the invasion of Jerusalem. Edom rejoiced when foreigners plundered Jerusalem, and became as one of them. On the day when she should have been allies with Judah, she instead became an aggressor against Judah. Edom will eventually be judged during the coming day of the Lord when Israel “shall be a fire, … but the house of Esau shall be stubble” (18).

The Restoration of Israel (19–21): The closing verses give hope to God’s people that they will possess not only their own land, but also that of Edom and Philistia.
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OUTLINE OF OBADIAH

I. The Predictions of Judgment on Edom … vv. 1–9

II. The Reasons for the Judgment on Edom … vv. 10–14

III. The Results of the Judgment on Edom … vv. 15–18

IV. The Possession of Edom by Israel … vv. 19–21




The Predictions of Judgment on Edom

1The vision of Obadiah.

Thus says the Lord GOD Rconcerning Edom

R(We have heard a report from the LORD, 

And a messenger has been sent among the nations, saying, 

“Arise, and let us rise up against her for battle”):

2“Behold, I will make you small among the nations;

You shall be greatly despised.

3The Rpride of your heart has deceived you, 

You who dwell in the clefts of the rock, 

Whose habitation is high;

RYou who say in your heart, 

‘Who will bring me down to the ground?’

4RThough you ascend as high as the eagle, 

And though you Rset your nest among the stars, 

From there I will bring you down, ” says the LORD.

5“If Rthieves had come to you, 

If robbers by night—

Oh, how you will be cut off!—

Would they not have stolen till they had enough?

If grape-gatherers had come to you, 

RWould they not have left some gleanings?

6“Oh, how Esau shall be searched out!

How his hidden treasures shall be sought after!

7All the men in your confederacy

Shall force you to the border;

RThe men at peace with you

Shall deceive you and prevail against you.

Those who eat your bread shall lay a trap* for you.

RNo one is aware of it.

8“WillR I not in that day, ” says the LORD, 

“Even destroy the wise men from Edom, 

And understanding from the mountains of Esau?

9Then your Rmighty men, O RTeman, shall be dismayed, 

To the end that everyone from the mountains of Esau

May be cut off by slaughter.

The Reasons for the Judgment on Edom

10“For Rviolence against your brother Jacob, 

Shame shall cover you, 

And you shall be cut off forever.

11In the day that you Rstood on the other side—

In the day that strangers carried captive his forces, 

When foreigners entered his gates

And Rcast lots for Jerusalem— 

Even you were as one of them.

12“But you should not have RgazedT on the day of your brother

In the day of his captivity;*

Nor should you have Rrejoiced over the children of Judah

In the day of their destruction;

Nor should you have spoken proudly

In the day of distress.

13You should not have entered the gate of My people

In the day of their calamity.

Indeed, you should not have Tgazed on their affliction

In the day of their calamity, 

Nor laid hands on their substance

In the day of their calamity.

14You should not have stood at the crossroads

To cut off those among them who escaped;

Nor should you have delivered up those among them who remained

In the day of distress.

The Results of the Judgment on Edom

15“ForR the day of the LORD upon all the nations is near;

RAs you have done, it shall be done to you;

Your Treprisal shall return upon your own head.

16RFor as you drank on My holy mountain, 

So shall all the nations drink  continually;

Yes, they shall drink, and swallow, 

And they shall be as though they had never been.

17“But on Mount Zion there Rshall be Tdeliverance, 

And there shall be holiness;

The house of Jacob shall possess their possessions.

18The house of Jacob shall be a fire, 

And the house of Joseph Ra flame;

But the house of Esau shall be stubble;

They shall kindle them and devour them, 

And no survivor shall remain of the house of Esau, ”

For the LORD has spoken.

The Possession of Edom by Israel

19The South* Rshall possess the mountains of Esau, 

RAnd the Lowland shall possess Philistia.

They shall possess the fields of Ephraim

And the fields of Samaria.

Benjamin shall possess Gilead.

20And the captives of this host of the children of Israel

Shall possess the land of the Canaanites

As Rfar as Zarephath.

The captives of Jerusalem who are in Sepharad

Shall possess the cities of the South.*

21Then Rsaviors* shall come to Mount Zion

To judge the mountains of Esau, 

And the kingdom shall be the LORD’s.




The Book of Jonah
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THE BOOK OF JONAH

Nineveh is northeast; Tarshish is west. When God calls Jonah to preach repentance to the wicked Ninevites, the prophet knows that God’s mercy may follow. He turns down the assignment and heads for Tarshish instead. But once God has dampened his spirits (by tossing him out of the boat and into the water) and has demonstrated His protection (by moving him out of the water and into the fish), Jonah realizes God is serious about His command. Nineveh must hear the word of the Lord; therefore Jonah goes. Although the preaching is a success, the preacher comes away angry and discouraged. He must learn firsthand of God’s compassion for sinful men.

Yonah is the Hebrew word for “dove.” The Septuagint hellenized this word into Ionas, and the Latin Vulgate used the title Jonas.
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THE AUTHOR OF JONAH

The first verse introduces Jonah as “the son of Amittai.” Nothing more would be known about him were it not for another reference to him in 2 Kings 14:25 as a prophet in the reign of Jeroboam II of Israel. Under Jeroboam, the borders of Israel were expanded “according to the word of the LORD God of Israel, which He had spoken through His servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet who was from Gath Hepher.” Gath Hepher was three miles north of Nazareth in lower Galilee, making Jonah a prophet of the northern kingdom. The Pharisees were wrong when they said, “Search and look, for no prophet has arisen out of Galilee” (John 7:52), because Jonah was a Galilean. One Jewish tradition says that Jonah was the son of the widow of Zarephath whom Elijah raised from the dead (1 Kin. 17:8–24).

Some critics claim that Jonah was written during the fifth to third centuries B.C. as a historical fiction to oppose the “narrow nationalism” of Ezra and Nehemiah by introducing universalistic ideas. They say an anonymous writer created this work to counteract the Jewish practice of excluding the Samaritans from worship and of divorcing foreign wives. To support this view, it is noted that the book is written in the third person with no claim that Jonah wrote it. The use of Aramaic words and the statement that “Nineveh was an exceedingly great city” (3:3) indicate a late date after Nineveh’s fall in 612 B.C.

Conservative scholars refute this claim with these arguments: (1) The idea of God’s inclusion of the Gentiles in His program is found elsewhere in the Scripture (cf. Gen. 9:27; 12:3; Lev. 19:33, 34; 1 Sam. 2:10; Is. 2:2; Joel 2:28–32). (2) Aramaic words occur in early as well as late Old Testament books. Aramaic is found in Near Eastern texts as early as 1500 B.C. (3) The fact that the book does not explicitly say that it was written by Jonah is an argument from silence. (4) Use of the third-person style was common among biblical writers. (5) The text in 3:3 literally means “had become.” At the time of the story, Nineveh had already become a very large city. (6) Jonah was a historical prophet (2 Kin. 14:25), and there are no hints that the book is fictional or allegorical. (7) Christ supported the historical accuracy of the book (Matt. 12:39–41).
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THE TIME OF JONAH

Jonah was a contemporary of Jeroboam II of Israel (782–753 B.C.) who ministered after the time of Elisha and just before the time of Amos and Hosea. Israel under Jeroboam II was enjoying a period of resurgence and prosperity (see “The Time of Amos”). Conditions looked promising after many bleak years, and nationalistic fervor was probably high. During these years, Assyria was in a period of mild decline. Weak rulers had ascended the throne, but Assyria remained a threat. By the time of Jonah, Assyrian cruelty had become legendary. Graphic accounts of their cruel treatment of captives have been found in ancient Assyrian records, especially from the ninth and seventh centuries B.C. The repentance of Nineveh probably occurred in the reign of Ashurdan III (773–755 B.C.). Two plagues (765 and 759 B.C.) and a solar eclipse (763 B.C.) may have prepared the people for Jonah’s message of judgment.
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THE CHRIST OF JONAH

Jonah is the only prophet whom Jesus likened to Himself. “But He answered and said to them, ‘An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will rise in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here’ ” (Matt. 12:39–41). Jonah’s experience is a type of the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. (The Hebrew idiom, “three days and three nights, ” only requires a portion of the first and third days.)
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KEYS TO JONAH

Key Word: The Revival in Nineveh—God’s loving concern for the Gentiles is not a truth disclosed only in the New Testament. More than seven centuries before Christ, God commissioned the Hebrew prophet Jonah to proclaim a message of repentance to the Assyrians. Jewish nationalism, however, blinded both God’s prophets and covenant people to God’s worldwide purposes of salvation. The story of Jonah is one of the clearest demonstrations of God’s love and mercy for all humankind in the entire Scriptures.

Key Verses: Jonah 2:8, 9; 4:2—“Those who regard worthless idols forsake their own Mercy. But I will sacrifice to You with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay what I have vowed. Salvation is of the LORD” (2:8, 9).

“So he prayed to the LORD, and said, ‘Ah, LORD, was not this what I said when I was still in my country? Therefore I fled previously to Tarshish; for I know that You are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, One who relents from doing harm’ ” (4:2).

Key Chapter: Jonah 3—The third chapter of Jonah records perhaps the greatest revival of all time as the entire city of Nineveh “[believes] God, and [proclaims] a fast, ” and cries out to God.
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SURVEY OF JONAH

Jonah is an unusual book because of its message and messenger. Unlike other Old Testament books, it revolves exclusively around a Gentile nation. God is concerned for the Gentiles as well as for His covenant people Israel. But God’s messenger is a reluctant prophet who does not want to proclaim his message for fear that the Assyrians will respond and be spared by the compassionate God of Israel. Of all the people and things mentioned in the book—the storm, the lots, the sailors, the fish, the Ninevites, the plant, the worm, and the east wind—only the prophet himself fails to obey God. All these were used to teach Jonah a lesson in compassion and obedience. The four chapters divide: the first commission of Jonah (1 and 2) and the second commission of Jonah (3 and 4).

The First Commission of Jonah (1 and 2): This chapter records the commission of Jonah (1:1, 2), the disobedience of Jonah (1:3), and the judgment on Jonah (1:4–17). Jonah does not want to see God spare the notoriously cruel Assyrians. To preach a message of repentance to them would be like helping Israel’s enemy. In his patriotic zeal, Jonah puts his country before his God and refuses to represent Him in Nineveh. Instead of going five hundred miles northeast to Nineveh, Jonah attempts to go two thousand miles west to Tarshish (Spain). But the Lord uses a creative series of counter-measures to accomplish His desired result. Jonah’s efforts to thwart God’s plan are futile.

God prepares a “great fish” to preserve Jonah and deliver him on dry land. The fish’s divinely appointed rendezvous with the sinking prophet becomes a powerful reminder to Jonah of the sovereignty of God in every circumstance. While inside the fish (2), Jonah utters a declarative praise psalm, alluding to several psalms that were racing through his mind (Ps. 3:8; 31:22; 42:7; 69:1). In his unique “prayer closet, ” Jonah offers thanksgiving for his deliverance from drowning. When he acknowledges that “salvation is of the LORD” (2:9), he is finally willing to obey and be used by God. After he is cast up on the shore, Jonah has a long time to reflect on his experiences during his eastward trek of five hundred miles to Nineveh.

The Second Commission of Jonah (3 and 4): Jonah obeys his second commission to go to Nineveh (3:1–4) where he becomes “a sign to the Ninevites” (Luke 11:30). The prophet is a walking object lesson from God, his skin no doubt bleached from his stay in the fish. As he proceeds through the city, his one-sentence sermon brings incredible results: it is the most responsive evangelistic effort in history. Jonah’s words of coming judgment are followed by a proclamation by the king of the city to fast and repent. Because of His great mercy, God “relented from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon them” (3:10).

In the final chapter, God’s love and grace are contrasted with Jonah’s anger and lack of compassion. Jonah is unhappy with the good results of his message because he knows God will now spare Nineveh. God uses a plant, a worm, and a wind to teach Jonah a lesson in compassion. Jonah’s emotions shift from fierce anger (4:1), to despondency (4:3), then to great joy (4:6), and finally to despair (4:8). In a humorous but meaningful account, Jonah is forced to see that he has more concern for a plant than for hundreds of thousands of people (if 120,000 children are in mind in 4:11, the population of the area may have been 600,000). Jonah’s lack of a divine perspective makes his repentance a greater problem than the repentance of Nineveh.
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OUTLINE OF JONAH

I. The First Commission of Jonah … 1:1–2:10

A. The Disobedience to the First Call … 1:1–3

B. The Judgment on Jonah Is Exacted … 1:4–17

1. The Great Storm … 1:4–16

2. The Great Salvation of Jonah by the Fish … 1:17

C. The Prayer of Jonah … 2:1–9

D. The Deliverance of Jonah … 2:10

II. The Second Commission of Jonah … 3:1–4:11

A. The Obedience to the Second Call … 3:1–4

B. The Judgment of Nineveh Averted … 3:5–10

1. The Great Fast … 3:5–9

2. The Great Salvation of Nineveh by God … 3:10

C. The Prayer of Jonah … 4:1–3

D. The Rebuke of Jonah by God … 4:4–11




CHAPTER 1

The Disobedience to the First Call

1Now the word of the LORD came to RJonah the son of Amittai, saying, 

2“Arise, go to RNineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before Me.”

3But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went down to RJoppa, and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went down into it, to go with them to RTarshish from the presence of the LORD.

The Great Storm

4But Rthe LORD Tsent out a great wind on the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship was about to be broken up.

5Then the mariners were afraid; and every man cried out to his god, and threw the cargo that was in the ship into the sea, to lighten the load.* But Jonah had gone down Rinto the lowest parts of the ship, had lain down, and was fast asleep.

6So the captain came to him, and said to him, “What do you mean, sleeper? Arise, call on your God; perhaps your God will consider us, so that we may not perish.”

7And they said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this trouble has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah.

8Then they said to him, R“Please tell us! For whose cause is this trouble upon us? What is your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country? And of what people are you?”

9So he said to them, “I am a Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, Rwho made the sea and the dry land.”

10Then the men were exceedingly afraid, and said to him, “Why have you done this?” For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them.

11Then they said to him, “What shall we do to you that the sea may be calm for us?”—for the sea was growing more tempestuous.

12And he said to them, R“Pick me up and throw me into the sea; then the sea will become calm for you. For I know that this great tempest is because of me.”

13Nevertheless the men rowed hard to return to land, Rbut they could not, for the sea continued to grow more tempestuous against them.

14Therefore they cried out to the LORD and said, “We pray, O LORD, please do not let us perish for this man’s life, and Rdo not charge us with innocent blood; for You, O LORD, have done as it pleased You.”

15So they picked up Jonah and threw him into the sea, Rand the sea ceased from its raging.

16Then the men Rfeared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice to the LORD and took vows.

The Great Salvation of Jonah by the Fish

17Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.




CHAPTER 2

The Prayer of Jonah

1Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the fish’s belly.

2And he said:

“I Rcried out to the LORD because of my affliction, 

RAnd He answered me.

“Out of the belly of Sheol I cried, 

And You heard my voice.

3RFor You cast me into the deep, 

Into the heart of the seas, 

And the floods surrounded me;

RAll Your billows and Your waves passed over me.

4RThen I said, ‘I have been cast out of Your sight;

Yet I will look again Rtoward Your holy temple.’

5The Rwaters surrounded me, even to my soul;

The deep closed around me;

Weeds were wrapped around my head.

6I went down to the Tmoorings of the mountains;

The earth with its bars closed behind me forever;

Yet You have brought up my Rlife from the pit, 

O LORD, my God.

7“When my soul fainted within me, 

I remembered the LORD;

RAnd my prayer went up to You, 

Into Your holy temple.

8“Those who regard Rworthless idols

Forsake their own Mercy.

9But I will Rsacrifice to You

With the voice of thanksgiving;

I will pay what I have Rvowed.

RSalvation is of the LORD.”

The Deliverance of Jonah

10So the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.




CHAPTER 3

The Obedience to the Second Call

1Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 

2“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and preach to it the message that I tell you.”

3So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, a three-day journey* in extent.

4And Jonah began to enter the city on the first day’s walk. Then Rhe cried out and said, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”

The Great Fast

5So the people of Nineveh believed God, proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least of them.

6Then word came to the king of Nineveh; and he arose from his throne and laid aside his robe, covered himself with sackcloth Rand sat in ashes.

7RAnd he caused it to be proclaimed and published throughout Nineveh by the decree of the king and his Tnobles, saying, 

Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything; do not let them eat, or drink water.

8But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily to God; yes, let every one turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands.

9RWho can tell if God will turn and relent, and turn away from His fierce anger, so that we may not perish?

The Great Salvation of Nineveh by God

10Then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God relented from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon them, and He did not do it.




CHAPTER 4

The Prayer of Jonah

1But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became angry.

2So he prayed to the LORD, and said, “Ah, LORD, was not this what I said when I was still in my country? Therefore I Rfled previously to Tarshish; for I know that You are a Rgracious and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, One who relents from doing harm.

3R“Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for Rit is better for me to die than to live!”

The Rebuke of Jonah by God

4Then the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?”

5So Jonah went out of the city and sat on the east side of the city. There he made himself a shelter and sat under it in the shade, till he might see what would become of the city.

6And the LORD God prepared a plant* and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be shade for his head to deliver him from his misery. So Jonah Twas very grateful for the plant.

7But as morning dawned the next day God prepared a worm, and it so damaged the plant that it withered.

8And it happened, when the sun arose, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat on Jonah’s head, so that he grew faint. Then he wished death for himself, and said, R“It is better for me to die than to live.”

9Then God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” And he said, “It is right for me to be angry, even to death!”

10But the LORD said, “You have had pity on the plant for which you have not labored, nor made it grow, which came up in a night and perished in a night.

11“And should I not pity Nineveh, Rthat great city, in which are more than one hundred and twenty thousand persons who cannot discern between their right hand and their left—and much livestock?”




The Book of Micah

[image: ]

THE BOOK OF MICAH

Micah, called from his rustic home to be a prophet, leaves his familiar surroundings to deliver a stern message of judgment to the princes and people of Jerusalem. Burdened by the abusive treatment of the poor by the rich and influential, the prophet turns his verbal rebukes upon any who would use their social or political power for personal gain. One-third of Micah’s book exposes the sins of his countrymen; another third pictures the punishment God is about to send; and the final third holds out the hope of restoration once that discipline has ended. Through it all, God’s righteous demands upon His people are clear: “to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God” (6:8).

The name Michayahu (“Who Is Like Yahweh?”) is shortened to Michaia. In 7:18 Micah hints at his own name with the phrase “Who is a God like You?” The Greek and Latin titles of this book are Michaias and Micha.
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THE AUTHOR OF MICAH

Micah’s hometown of Moresheth Gath (1:14) was located about twenty-five miles southwest of Jerusalem on the border of Judah and Philistia, near Gath. Like Amos, Micah was from the country. His family and occupation are unknown, but Moresheth was in a productive agricultural belt. Micah was not as aware of the political situation as Isaiah or Daniel, but he showed a profound concern for the sufferings of the people. His clear sense of prophetic calling is seen in 3:8: “But truly I am full of power by the Spirit of the LORD, and of justice and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression and to Israel his sin.”
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THE TIME OF MICAH

The first verse indicates that Micah prophesied in the days of Jotham (739–731 B.C.), Ahaz (731–715 B.C.), and Hezekiah (715–686 B.C.), kings of Judah. Although Micah deals primarily with Judah, he also addresses the northern kingdom of Israel and predicts the fall of Samaria (1:6). Much of his ministry, therefore, took place before the Assyrian captivity of Israel in 722 B.C. His strong denunciations of idolatry and immorality also suggest that his ministry largely preceded the sweeping religious reforms of Hezekiah. Thus, Micah’s prophecies ranged from about 735 to 710 B.C. He was a contemporary of Hosea in the northern kingdom and of Isaiah in the court of Jerusalem.

After the prosperous reign of Uzziah in Judah (767–739 B.C.), his son, Jotham, came to power and followed the same policies (739–731 B.C.). He was a good king, although he failed to remove the idolatrous high places. Under the wicked King Ahaz (731–715 B.C.), Judah was threatened by the forces of Assyria and Syria. Hezekiah (715–686 B.C.) opposed the Assyrians and successfully withstood an Assyrian siege with the help of God. He was an unusually good king who guided the people of Judah back to a proper course in their walk with God.

During the ministry of Micah, the kingdom of Israel continued to crumble inwardly and outwardly until its collapse in 722 B.C. The Assyrian Empire under Tiglath-Pileser III (745–727 B.C.), Shalmaneser V (727–722 B.C.), Sargon II (722–705 B.C.), and Sennacherib (705–681 B.C.) reached the zenith of its power and became a constant threat to Judah. Babylon was still under Assyrian domination, and Micah’s prediction of future Babylonian captivity for Judah (4:10) must have seemed unlikely.
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THE CHRIST OF MICAH

Micah 5:2 is one of the clearest and most important of all Old Testament prophecies: “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting.” This prophecy about the birthplace and eternity of the Messiah was made seven hundred years before His birth. The chief priests and scribes paraphrased this verse in Matthew 2:5, 6 when questioned about the birthplace of the Messiah. Micah 2:12, 13; 4:1–8; and 5:4, 5 offer some of the best Old Testament descriptions of the righteous reign of Christ over the whole world.
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KEYS TO MICAH

Key Word: The Judgment and Restoration of Judah—Micah exposes the injustice of Judah and the righteousness and justice of Yahweh. About one-third of the book indicts Israel and Judah for specific sins, including oppression; bribery among judges, prophets, and priests; exploitation of the powerless; covetousness; cheating; violence; and pride. Another third of Micah predicts the judgment that will come as a result of those sins. The remaining third of the book is a message of hope and consolation. God’s justice will triumph and the divine Deliverer will come. True peace and justice will prevail only when the Messiah reigns. The “goodness and severity of God” (Rom. 11:22) are illustrated in Micah’s presentation of divine judgment and pardon. This book emphasizes the integral relationship between true spirituality and social ethics. Micah 6:8 summarizes what God wants to see in His people: justice and equity tempered with mercy and compassion, as the result of a humble and obedient relationship with Him.

Key Verses: Micah 6:8; 7:18—“He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?” (6:8).

“Who is a God like You, pardoning iniquity and passing over the transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights in mercy” (7:18).

Key Chapters: Micah 6; 7—The closing section of Micah describes a courtroom scene. God has a controversy against His people, and He calls the mountains and hills together to form the jury as He sets forth His case. The people have replaced heartfelt worship with empty ritual, thinking that this is all God demands. They have divorced God’s standards of justice from their daily dealings in order to cover their unscrupulous practices. They have failed to realize what the Lord requires of man. There can only be one verdict: guilty.

Nevertheless, the book closes on a note of hope. The same God who executes judgment also delights to extend mercy (7:18). No wonder the prophet exclaims, “Therefore I will look to the LORD; I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me” (7:7).
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SURVEY OF MICAH

Micah is the prophet of the downtrodden and exploited people of Judean society. He prophesies during a time of great social injustice and boldly opposes those who impose their power upon the poor and weak for selfish ends. Corrupt rulers, false prophets, and ungodly priests all become targets for Micah’s prophetic barbs. Micah exposes judges who are bought by bribes and merchants who use deceptive weights. The pollution of sin has permeated every level of society in Judah and Israel. The whole earth is called to witness God’s indictment against His people (1:2; 6:1, 2), and the guilty verdict leads to a sentence of destruction and captivity. However, while the three major sections begin with condemnation (1:2–2:11; 3:6), they all end on a clear note of consolation (2:12, 13; 4; 5; 7). After sin is punished and justice is established, “He will again have compassion on us, and will subdue our iniquities. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea” (7:19). The three sections of Micah are: the prediction of judgment (1–3), the prediction of restoration (4 and 5), and the plea for repentance (6 and 7).





The Prediction of Judgment (1–3): Micah begins by launching into a general declaration of the condemnation of Israel (Samaria) and Judah (Jerusalem). Both kingdoms will be overthrown because of their rampant treachery. Micah uses a series of wordplays on the names of several cities of Judah in his lamentation over Judah’s coming destruction (1:10–16). This is followed by some of the specific causes for judgment: premeditated schemes, covetousness, and cruelty. Nevertheless, God will regather a remnant of His people (2:12, 13). The prophet then systematically condemns the princes (3:1–4) and the prophets (3:5–8) and concludes with a warning of coming judgment (3:9–12).

The Prediction of Restoration (4 and 5): Micah then moves into a two-chapter message of hope, which describes the reinstitution of the kingdom (4:1–5) and the intervening captivity of the kingdom (4:6–5:1), concluding with the coming Ruler of the Kingdom (5:2–15). The prophetic focus gradually narrows from the nations to the remnant to the King.

The Plea for Repentance (6 and 7): In His two controversies with His people, God calls them into court and presents an unanswerable case against them. The people have spurned God’s grace, choosing instead to revel in wickedness. Micah concludes with a sublime series of promises that the Lord will pardon their iniquity and renew their nation in accordance with His covenant.
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OUTLINE OF MICAH

I. The Prediction of Judgment … 1:1–3:12

A. Introduction to the Book of Micah … 1:1

B. The Judgment on the People … 1:2–2:13

1. Judgment on Samaria … 1:2–8

2. Judgment on Judah … 1:9–16

3. Cause of the Judgment … 2:1–11

4. Promise of Future Restoration … 2:12, 13

C. The Judgment on the Leadership … 3:1–12

1. Judgment on Princes … 3:1–4

2. Judgment on Prophets … 3:5–8

3. Promise of Future Judgment … 3:9–12

II. The Prediction of Restoration … 4:1–5:15

A. The Promise of the Coming Kingdom … 4:1–5

B. The Promise of the Coming Captivities … 4:6–5:1

C. The Promise of the Coming King … 5:2–15

1. Birth of the Messiah … 5:2

2. Rejection of the Messiah … 5:3

3. Work of the Messiah … 5:4–15

III. The Plea for Repentance … 6:1–7:20

A. The First Plea of God … 6:1–9

1. God Pleads … 6:1–5

2. Micah Replies … 6:6–9

B. The Second Plea of God … 6:10–7:6

1. God Pleads … 6:10–16

2. Micah Replies … 7:1–6

C. The Promise of Final Salvation … 7:7–20




CHAPTER 1

Introduction to the Book of Micah

1The word of the LORD that came to Micah of Moresheth in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.

Judgment on Samaria

2Hear, all you peoples!

Listen, O earth, and all that is in it!

Let the Lord GOD be a witness against you, 

The Lord from RHis holy temple.

3For behold, the LORD is coming out of His place;

He will come down

And tread on the high places of the earth.

4RThe mountains will melt under Him, 

And the valleys will split

Like wax before the fire, 

Like waters poured down a steep place.

5All this is for the transgression of Jacob

And for the sins of the house of Israel.

What is the transgression of Jacob?

Is it not Samaria?

And what are the Rhigh places of Judah?

Are they not Jerusalem?

6“Therefore I will make Samaria Ra heap of ruins in the field, 

Places for planting a vineyard;

I will pour down her stones into the valley, 

And I will uncover her foundations.

7All her carved images shall be beaten to pieces, 

And all her Rpay as a harlot shall be burned with the fire;

All her idols I will lay desolate, 

For she gathered it from the pay of a harlot, 

And they shall return to the Rpay of a harlot.”

8Therefore I will wail and howl, 

I will go stripped and naked;

I will make a wailing like the jackals

And a mourning like the ostriches, 

Judgment on Judah

9For her wounds are incurable.

For Rit has come to Judah;

It has come to the gate of My people—

To Jerusalem.

10RTell it not in Gath, 

Weep not at all;

In Beth Aphrah*

Roll yourself in the dust.

11Pass by in naked shame, you inhabitant of TShaphir;

The inhabitant of Zaanan* does not go out.

Beth Ezel mourns;

Its place to stand is taken away from you.

12For the inhabitant of TMaroth pined* for good, 

But Rdisaster came down from the LORD

To the gate of Jerusalem.

13O inhabitant of RLachish, 

Harness the chariot to the swift steeds

(She was the beginning of sin to the daughter of Zion), 

For the transgressions of Israel were Rfound in you.

14Therefore you shall Rgive presents to Moresheth Gath;*

The houses of RAchzib* shall be a lie to the kings of Israel.

15I will yet bring an heir to you, O inhabitant of Mareshah;*

The glory of Israel shall come to RAdullam.T

16Make yourself Rbald and cut off your hair, 

Because of your Rprecious children;

Enlarge your baldness like an eagle, 

For they shall go from you into Rcaptivity.




CHAPTER 2

Cause of the Judgment

1 Woe to those who devise iniquity, And Twork out evil on their beds!

At morning light they practice it, 

Because it is in the power of their hand.

2They Rcovet fields and take them by violence, 

Also houses, and seize them.

So they oppress a man and his house, 

A man and his inheritance.

3Therefore thus says the LORD:

“Behold, against this Rfamily I am devising Rdisaster, 

From which you cannot remove your necks;

Nor shall you walk haughtily, 

For this is an evil time.

4In that day one shall take up a proverb against you, 

And Rlament with a bitter lamentation, saying:

‘We are utterly destroyed!

He has changed the Theritage of my people;

How He has removed it from me!

To Ta turncoat He has divided our fields.’ ” an apostate

5Therefore you will have no one to determine boundaries* by lot

In the assembly of the LORD.

6“Do not prattle, ” you say to those who Tprophesy. words

So they shall not prophesy to you;*

They shall not return insult for insult.*

7You who are named the house of Jacob:

“Is the Spirit of the LORD restricted?

Are these His doings?

Do not My words do good

To him who walks uprightly?

8“Lately My people have risen up as an enemy—

You pull off the robe with the garment

From those who trust you, as they pass by, 

Like men returned from war.

9The women of My people you cast out

From their pleasant houses;

From their children

You have taken away My glory forever.

10“Arise and depart, 

For this is not your Rrest;

Because it is Rdefiled, it shall destroy, 

Yes, with utter destruction.

11If a man should walk in a false spirit

And speak a lie, saying, 

‘I will Tprophesy to you Tof wine and drink, ’

Even he would be the Rprattler of this people.

Promise of Future Restoration

12“IR will surely assemble all of you, O Jacob, 

I will surely gather the remnant of Israel;

I will put them together Rlike sheep of the fold, *

Like a flock in the midst of their pasture;

RThey shall make a loud noise because of so many people.

13The one who breaks open will come up before them;

They will break out, 

Pass through the gate, 

And go out by it;

Their king will pass before them, 

RWith the LORD at their head.”




CHAPTER 3

Judgment on Princes

1And I said:

“Hear now, O heads of Jacob, 

And you rulers of the house of Israel:

Is it not for you to know justice?

2You who hate good and love evil;

Who strip the skin from My people, *

And the flesh from their bones;

3Who also Reat the flesh of My people, 

Flay their skin from them, 

Break their bones, 

And chop them in pieces

Like meat for the pot, 

RLike flesh in the caldron.”

4Then Rthey will cry to the LORD, 

But He will not hear them;

He will even hide His face from them at that time, 

Because they have been evil in their deeds.

Judgment on Prophets

5Thus says the LORD Rconcerning the prophets

Who make my people stray;

Who chant T“Peace”

While they chew with their teeth, 

But who prepare war against him

Who puts nothing into their mouths:

6“ThereforeR you shall have night without Tvision, 

And you shall have darkness without divination;

The sun shall go down on the prophets, 

And the day shall be dark for them.

7So the seers shall be ashamed, 

And the diviners abashed;

Indeed they shall all cover their lips;

For there is no answer from God.”

8But truly I am full of power by the Spirit of the LORD, 

And of justice and might, 

RTo declare to Jacob his transgression

And to Israel his sin.

Promise of Future Judgment

9Now hear this, 

You heads of the house of Jacob

And rulers of the house of Israel, 

Who abhor justice

And Tpervert all equity, 

10Who build up Zion with Rbloodshed

And Jerusalem with iniquity:

11RHer heads judge for a bribe, 

RHer priests teach for pay, 

And her prophets divine for Tmoney.

RYet they lean on the LORD, and say, 

“Is not the LORD among us?

No harm can come upon us.”

12Therefore because of you

Zion shall be plowed like a field, 

Jerusalem shall become heaps of ruins, 

And Rthe mountain of the temple*

Like the bare hills of the forest.




CHAPTER 4

The Promise of the Coming Kingdom

1Now Rit shall come to pass in the latter days

That the mountain of the LORD’s house

Shall be established on the top of the mountains, 

And shall be exalted above the hills;

And peoples shall flow to it.

2Many nations shall come and say, 

“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

To the house of the God of Jacob;

He will teach us His ways, 

And we shall walk in His paths.”

For out of Zion the law shall go forth, 

And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

3He shall judge between many peoples, 

And rebuke strong nations afar off;

They shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

And their spears into Tpruning hooks;

Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

Neither shall they learn war anymore.*

4RBut everyone shall sit under his vine and under his fig tree, 

And no one shall make them afraid;

For the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken.

5For all people walk each in the name of his god, 

But Rwe will walk in the name of the LORD our God

Forever and ever.

The Promise of the Coming Captivities

6“In that day, ” says the LORD, 

R“I will assemble the lame, 

RI will gather the outcast

And those whom I have afflicted;

7I will make the lame a remnant, 

And the outcast a strong nation;

So the LORD Rwill reign over them in Mount Zion

From now on, even forever.

8And you, O tower of the flock, 

The stronghold of the daughter of Zion, 

To you shall it come, 

Even the former dominion shall come, 

The kingdom of the daughter of Jerusalem.”

9Now why do you cry aloud?

RIs there no king in your midst?

Has your counselor perished?

For Rpangs have seized you like a woman in Tlabor.

10Be in pain, and labor to bring forth, 

O daughter of Zion, 

Like a woman in birth pangs.

For now you shall go forth from the city, 

You shall dwell in the field, 

And to Babylon you shall go.

There you shall be delivered;

There the LORD will redeem you

From the hand of your enemies.

11RNow also many nations have gathered against you, 

Who say, “Let her be defiled, 

And let our eye look upon Zion.”

12But they do not know Rthe thoughts of the LORD, 

Nor do they understand His counsel;

For He will gather them Rlike sheaves to the threshing floor.

13“Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion;

For I will make your horn iron, 

And I will make your hooves bronze;

You shall beat in pieces many peoples;

RI will consecrate their gain to the LORD, 

And their substance to Rthe Lord of the whole earth.”




CHAPTER 5

1 Now gather yourself in troops, O daughter of troops;

He has laid siege against us;

They will Rstrike the judge of Israel with a rod on the cheek.

Birth of the Messiah

2“But you, RBethlehem Ephrathah, 

Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, 

Yet out of you shall come forth to Me

The One to be RRuler in Israel, 

RWhose goings forth are from of old, 

From everlasting.”

Rejection of the Messiah

3Therefore He shall give them up, 

Until the time that Rshe who is in labor has given birth;

Then the remnant of His brethren

Shall return to the children of Israel.

Work of the Messiah

4And He shall stand and RfeedT His flock

In the strength of the LORD, 

In the majesty of the name of the LORD His God;

And they shall abide, 

For now He Rshall be great

To the ends of the earth;

5And this One Rshall be peace.

When the Assyrian comes into our land, 

And when he treads in our palaces, 

Then we will raise against him

Seven shepherds and eight princely men.

6They shall Twaste with the sword the land of Assyria, 

And the land of RNimrod at its entrances;

Thus He shall Rdeliver us from the Assyrian, 

When he comes into our land

And when he treads within our borders.

7Then Rthe remnant of Jacob

Shall be in the midst of many peoples, 

RLike dew from the LORD, 

Like showers on the grass, 

That Ttarry for no man

Nor Twait for the sons of men.

8And the remnant of Jacob

Shall be among the Gentiles, 

In the midst of many peoples, 

Like a Rlion among the beasts of the forest, 

Like a young lion among flocks of sheep, 

Who, if he passes through, 

Both treads down and tears in pieces, 

And none can deliver.

9Your hand shall be lifted against your adversaries, 

And all your enemies shall be cut off.

10“And it shall be in that day, ” says the LORD, 

“That I will Rcut off your Rhorses from your midst

And destroy your Rchariots.

11I will cut off the cities of your land

And throw down all your strongholds.

12I will cut off sorceries from your hand, 

And you shall have no soothsayers.

13RYour carved images I will also cut off, 

And your sacred pillars from your midst;

You shall Rno more worship the work of your hands;

14I will pluck your wooden images* from your midst;

Thus I will destroy your cities.

15And I will Rexecute vengeance in anger and fury

On the nations that have not heard.”*




CHAPTER 6

God Pleads

1Hear now what the LORD says:

“Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 

And let the hills hear your voice.

2RHear, O you mountains, Rthe LORD’s complaint, 

And you strong foundations of the earth;

For Rthe LORD has a complaint against His people, 

And He will contend with Israel.

3“O My people, what Rhave I done to you?

And how have I wearied you?

Testify against Me.

4RFor I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 

I redeemed you from the house of bondage;

And I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

5O My people, remember now

What RBalak king of Moab counseled, 

And what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 

From Acacia Grove* to Gilgal, 

That you may know Rthe righteousness of the LORD.”

Micah Replies

6With what shall I come before the LORD, 

And bow myself before the High God?

Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings, 

With calves a year old?

7RWill the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

Ten thousand Rrivers of oil?

RShall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

TThe fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?

8He has Rshown you, O man, what is good;

And what does the LORD require of you

But Rto do justly, 

To love Tmercy, 

And to walk humbly with your God?

9The LORD’s voice cries to the city—

Wisdom shall see Your name:

“Hear the rod!

Who has appointed it?

God Pleads

10Are there yet the treasures of wickedness

In the house of the wicked, 

And the short measure that is an abomination?

11Shall I count pure those with Rthe wicked scales, 

And with the bag of deceitful weights?

12For her rich men are full of Rviolence, 

Her inhabitants have spoken lies, 

And Rtheir tongue is deceitful in their mouth.

13“Therefore I will also Rmake you sick by striking you, 

By making you desolate because of your sins.

14RYou shall eat, but not be satisfied;

Hunger* shall be in your midst.

*You may carry some away, but shall not save them;

And what you do rescue I will give over to the sword.

15“You shall Rsow, but not reap;

You shall tread the olives, but not anoint yourselves with oil;

And make sweet wine, but not drink wine.

16For the statutes of Omri are Rkept;

All the works of Ahab’s house are done;

And you walk in their counsels, 

That I may make you a desolation, 

And your inhabitants a hissing.

Therefore you shall bear the Rreproach of My people.”*




CHAPTER 7

Micah Replies

1 Woe is me! For I am like those who gather summer fruits, 

Like those who Rglean vintage grapes;

There is no cluster to eat

Of the first-ripe fruit which Rmy soul desires.

2The RfaithfulT man has perished from the earth, 

And there is no one upright among men.

They all lie in wait for blood;

Every man hunts his brother with a net.

3That they may successfully do evil with both hands—

The prince asks for gifts, 

The judge seeks a Rbribe, 

And the great man utters his evil desire;

So they scheme together.

4The best of them is Rlike a brier;

The most upright is sharper than a thorn hedge;

The day of your watchman and your punishment comes;

Now shall be their perplexity.

5RDo not trust in a friend;

Do not put your confidence in a companion;

Guard the doors of your mouth

From her who lies in your bosom.

6For Rson dishonors father, 

Daughter rises against her mother, 

Daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;

A man’s enemies are the men of his own household.

The Promise of Final Salvation

7Therefore I will look to the LORD;

I will Rwait for the God of my salvation;

My God will hear me.

8Do not rejoice over me, my enemy;

RWhen I fall, I will arise;

When I sit in darkness, 

The LORD will be a light to me.

9I will bear the indignation of the LORD, 

Because I have sinned against Him, 

Until He pleads my Rcase

And executes justice for me.

He will bring me forth to the light;

I will see His righteousness.

10Then she who is my enemy will see, 

And Rshame will cover her who said to me, 

R“Where is the LORD your God?”

My eyes will see her;

Now she will be trampled down

Like mud in the streets.

11In the day when your Rwalls are to be built, 

In that day the decree shall go far and wide.*

12In that day Rthey* shall come to you

From Assyria and the fortified cities, *

From the fortress* to the River, *

From sea to sea, 

And mountain to mountain.

13Yet the land shall be desolate

Because of those who dwell in it, 

And for the fruit of their deeds.

14Shepherd Your people with Your staff, 

The flock of Your heritage, 

Who dwell solitarily in a Rwoodland, 

In the midst of Carmel;

Let them feed in Bashan and Gilead, 

As in days of old.

15“AsR in the days when you came out of the land of Egypt, 

I will show them* Rwonders.”

16The nations Rshall see and be ashamed of all their might;

RThey shall put their hand over their mouth;

Their ears shall be deaf.

17They shall lick the dust like a serpent;

RThey shall crawl from their holes like snakes of the earth.

RThey shall be afraid of the LORD our God, 

And shall fear because of You.

18RWho is a God like You, 

RPardoning iniquity

And passing over the transgression of Rthe remnant of His heritage? 

He does not retain His anger forever, 

Because He delights in mercy.

19He will again have compassion on us, 

And will subdue our iniquities.

You will cast all our* sins

Into the depths of the sea.

20RYou will give truth to Jacob

And mercy to Abraham, 

RWhich You have sworn to our fathers

From days of old.




The Book of Nahum
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THE BOOK OF NAHUM

“For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required” (Luke 12:48). Nineveh had been given the privilege of knowing the one true God. Under Jonah’s preaching this great Gentile city had repented, and God had graciously stayed His judgment. However, a hundred years later, Nahum proclaims the downfall of this same city. The Assyrians have forgotten their revival and have returned to their habits of violence, idolatry, and arrogance. As a result, Babylon will so destroy the city that no trace of it will remain—a prophecy fulfilled in painful detail.

The Hebrew word nahum (“comfort, consolation”) is a shortened form of “Nehemiah” (“Comfort of Yahweh”). The destruction of the capital city of Assyria is a message of comfort and consolation to Judah and all who live in fear of the cruelty of the Assyrians. The title of this book in the Greek and Latin Bibles is Naoum and Nahum.
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THE AUTHOR OF NAHUM

The only mention of Nahum in the Old Testament is found in 1:1 where he is called an Elkoshite. At least four locations have been proposed for Elkosh: (1) a sixteenth-century tradition identifies Elkosh with Al-Qush in Iraq, north of the site of Nineveh on the Tigris River. (2) Jerome believed that Elkesi, a city near Ramah in Galilee, was Elkosh because of the similarity of the consonants. (3) “Capernaum” means “City of Nahum” (Kephar-Nahum), and many believe that the name “Elkosh” was changed to “Capernaum” in Nahum’s honor. (4) Most conservative scholars believe that Elkosh was a city of southern Judah (later called Elcesei) between Jerusalem and Gaza. This would make Nahum a prophet of the southern kingdom and may explain his interest in the triumph of Judah (1:15; 2:2).
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THE TIME OF NAHUM

The fall of Nineveh to the Babylonians in 612 B.C. is seen by Nahum as a future event. Critics who deny predictive prophecy naturally date Nahum after 612 B.C., but this is not based upon exegetical or historical considerations. Nahum 3:8–10 refers to the fall of Thebes as a recent event, so this book must be dated after 664 B.C., the year when this took place. Thus, Nahum can safely be placed between 663 and 612 B.C. Thebes was restored a decade after its defeat, and Nahum’s failure to mention this restoration has led several scholars to the conclusion that Nahum was written before 654 B.C. The fact that Nahum mentions no king in the introduction to his book (1:1) may point to the reign of the wicked King Manasseh (686–642 B.C.).

The conversion of the Ninevites in response to Jonah’s message of judgment took place about 760 B.C. The revival was evidently short-lived, because the Assyrians soon returned to their ruthless practices. In 722 B.C. Sargon II of Assyria destroyed Samaria, the capital of the northern kingdom of Israel, and scattered the ten tribes. Led by Sennacherib, the Assyrians also came close to capturing Jerusalem in the reign of King Hezekiah in 701 B.C. By the time of Nahum (c. 660 B.C.), Assyria reached the peak of its prosperity and power under Ashurbanipal (669–633 B.C.). This king extended Assyria’s influence farther than had any of his predecessors. Nineveh became the mightiest city on earth with walls 100 feet high and wide enough to accommodate three chariots riding abreast. Dotted around the walls were huge towers that stretched an additional 100 feet above the top of the walls. In addition, the walls were surrounded by a moat 150 feet wide and 60 feet deep. Nineveh appeared impregnable and could withstand a twenty-year siege. Thus, Nahum’s prophecy of Nineveh’s overthrow seemed unlikely indeed.

Assyrian power faded under Ashurbanipal’s sons, Ashuretililani (633–629 B.C.) and Sinsharishkun (629–612 B.C.). Nahum predicted that Nineveh would end “with an overflowing flood” (1:8), and this is precisely what occurred. The Tigris River overflowed its banks and the flood destroyed part of Nineveh’s wall. The Babylonians invaded through this breach in the wall, plundered the city, and set it on fire. Nahum also predicted that Nineveh would “be hidden” (3:11). After its destruction in 612 B.C. the site was not discovered until A.D. 1842.
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THE CHRIST OF NAHUM

While there are no direct messianic prophecies in Nahum, the divine attributes in 1:2–8 are consistent with Christ’s work as the Judge of the nations in His second advent.
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KEYS TO NAHUM

Key Word: The Judgment of Nineveh—If ever a city deserved the title “Here to Stay, ” Nineveh was that city. The great city appeared invincible. But into the scene steps Nahum—a prophet of God’s judgment—to declare that Nineveh will fall. Less than half a century later the prediction of God’s spokesman comes true as the great city topples before the Babylonian onslaught, never again to be rebuilt.

Key Verses: Nahum 1:7, 8, 3:5–7—“The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and He knows those who trust in Him. But with an overflowing flood He will make an utter end of its place, and darkness will pursue His enemies” (1:7, 8).

“Behold, I am against you, ” says the LORD of hosts; “I will lift your skirts over your face, I will show the nations your nakedness, and the kingdoms your shame. I will cast abominable filth upon you, make you vile, and make you a spectacle. It shall come to pass that all who look upon you will flee from you, and say, ‘Nineveh is laid waste! Who will bemoan her?’ Where shall I seek comforters for you?” (3:5–7).

Key Chapter: Nahum 1—The first chapter of Nahum records the principles of divine judgment resulting in the decree of the destruction of Nineveh and the deliverance and celebration of Judah. Beginning with 1:9, the single thrust of Nahum’s prophecy is the retribution of God upon the wickedness of Nineveh. Nineveh’s judgment is irreversibly decreed by the righteous God who will no longer delay His wrath. Assyria’s arrogance and cruelty to other nations will come to a sudden end: her power will be useless against the mighty hand of Yahweh.

Nahum 1:2–8 portrays the patience, power, holiness, and justice of the living God. He is slow to wrath, but God settles His accounts in full. This book concerns the downfall of Assyria, but it is written for the benefit of the surviving kingdom of Judah. (Israel had already been swallowed up by Assyria.) The people in Judah who trust in the Lord will be comforted to hear of God’s judgment upon the proud and brutal Assyrians (1:15; 2:2).
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SURVEY OF NAHUM

When God finally convinces His prophet Jonah to preach to the people of Nineveh, the whole city responds with repentance and Nineveh escapes destruction. The people humble themselves before the one true God, but their humility soon changes to arrogance as Assyria reaches its zenith as the most powerful empire in the world. About a century after the preaching of Jonah, God calls Nahum to proclaim the coming destruction of Nineveh. This time there will be no escape, because their measure of wickedness is full. Unlike Jonah, Nahum does not go to the city but declares his oracle from afar. There is no hope of repentance. Nineveh’s destruction is decreed (1), described (2), and deserved (3).

The Destruction of Nineveh Is Decreed (1): Nahum begins with a very clear description of the character of Yahweh. Because of His righteousness, He is a God of vengeance (1:2). God is also characterized by patience (1:3) and power (1:3–6). He is gracious to all who respond to Him, but those who rebel against Him will be overthrown (1:7, 8). God is holy, and Nineveh stands condemned because of her sins (1:9–14). Nothing can stand in the way of judgment, and this is a message of comfort to the people of Judah (1:15). The threat of Assyrian invasion will soon be over.

The Destruction of Nineveh Is Described (2): Assyria will be conquered, but Judah will be restored (2:1, 2). Nahum’s description of the siege of Nineveh (2:3–7) and the sack of Nineveh (2:8–13) is one of the most vivid portraits of battle in Scripture. The storming warriors and chariots can almost be seen as they enter the city through a breach in the wall. As the Ninevites flee in terror, the invading army plunders the treasures of the city. Nineveh is burned and cut off forever.

The Destruction of Nineveh Is Deserved (3): Nahum closes his brief book of judgment with God’s reasons for Nineveh’s coming overthrow. The city is characterized by cruelty and corruption (3:1–7). Just as Assyria crushed the Egyptian capital city of Thebes (No Amon), Assyria’s capital city will also be destroyed (3:8–10). Nineveh is fortified so well that defeat seems impossible, but God proclaims that its destruction is inevitable (3:11–19). None of its resources can deter divine judgment.
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OUTLINE OF NAHUM
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1. God’s Vengeance in Judgment … 1:1, 2
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B. The Destruction of Nineveh … 2:3–13
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B. The Destruction of Nineveh Is Inevitable … 3:12–19
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CHAPTER 1

God’s Vengeance in Judgment

1The burden* against Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite.

2God is Rjealous, and the LORD avenges;

The LORD avenges and is furious.

The LORD will take vengeance on His adversaries, 

And He reserves wrath for His enemies;

God’s Power in Judgment

3The LORD is Rslow to anger and Rgreat in power, 

And will not at all acquit the wicked.

RThe LORD has His way

In the whirlwind and in the storm, 

And the clouds are the dust of His feet.

4RHe rebukes the sea and makes it dry, 

And dries up all the rivers.

RBashan and Carmel wither, 

And the flower of Lebanon wilts.

5The mountains quake before Him, 

The hills melt, 

And the earth heaves* at His presence, 

Yes, the world and all who dwell in it.

6Who can stand before His indignation?

And Rwho can endure the fierceness of His anger?

His fury is poured out like fire, 

And the rocks are thrown down by Him.

7RThe LORD is good, 

A stronghold in the day of trouble;

And He knows those who trust in Him.

8But with an overflowing flood

He will make an utter end of its place, 

And darkness will pursue His enemies.

The Destruction of Nineveh and Deliverance of Judah

9RWhat do you Tconspire against the LORD?

He will make an utter end of it.

Affliction will not rise up a second time.

10For while tangled Rlike thorns, 

RAnd while drunken like drunkards, 

RThey shall be devoured like stubble fully dried.

11From you comes forth one

Who plots evil against the LORD, 

A wicked counselor.

12Thus says the LORD:

“Though they are Tsafe, and likewise many, 

Yet in this manner they will be Rcut down

When he passes through.

Though I have afflicted you, 

I will afflict you no more;

13For now I will break off his yoke from you, 

And burst your bonds apart.”

14The LORD has given a command concerning you:

“Your name shall be perpetuated no longer.

Out of the house of your gods

I will cut off the carved image and the molded image.

I will dig your Rgrave, 

For you are Rvile.”

15Behold, on the mountains

The Rfeet of him who brings good tidings, 

Who proclaims peace!

O Judah, keep your appointed feasts, 

Perform your vows.

For the Twicked one shall no more pass through you;

He is Rutterly cut off.




CHAPTER 2

The Call to Battle

1He who scatters* has come up before your face.

Man the fort!

Watch the road!

Strengthen your flanks!

Fortify your power mightily.

2For the LORD will restore the excellence of Jacob

Like the excellence of Israel, 

For the emptiers have emptied them out

And ruined their vine branches.

The Destruction of Nineveh

3The shields of his mighty men are made red, 

The valiant men are in scarlet.

The chariots come with flaming torches

In the day of his preparation, 

And the spears are brandished.*

4The chariots rage in the streets, 

They jostle one another in the broad roads;

They seem like torches, 

They run like lightning.

5He remembers his nobles;

They stumble in their walk;

They make haste to her walls, 

And the defense is prepared.

6The gates of the rivers are opened, 

And the palace is dissolved.

7It is decreed:*

She shall be led away captive, 

She shall be brought up;

And her maidservants shall lead her as with the voice of doves, 

Beating their breasts.

8Though Nineveh of old was like a pool of water, 

Now they flee away.

T“Halt! Halt!” they cry;

But no one turns back.

9TTake spoil of silver!

Take spoil of Rgold!

There is no end of treasure, 

Or wealth of every desirable prize.

10She is empty, desolate, and waste!

The heart melts, and the knees shake;

Much pain is in every side, 

And all their faces are drained of color.*

11Where is the dwelling of the Rlions, 

And the feeding place of the young lions, 

Where the lion walked, the lioness and lion’s cub, 

And no one made them afraid?

12The lion tore in pieces enough for his cubs, 

TKilled for his lionesses, 

RFilled his caves with prey, 

And his dens with Tflesh.

13“Behold, RI am against you, ” says the LORD of hosts, “I will burn your* chariots in smoke, and the sword shall devour your young lions; I will cut off your prey from the earth, and the voice of your messengers shall be heard no more.”




CHAPTER 3

Nineveh’s Great Ungodliness

1 Woe to the Rbloody city! robbery.

Its Tvictim never departs.

2The noise of a whip

And the noise of rattling wheels, 

Of galloping horses, 

Of Tclattering chariots!

3Horsemen charge with bright sword and glittering spear.

There is a multitude of slain, 

A great number of bodies, 

Countless corpses—

They stumble over the corpses—

4Because of the multitude of harlotries of the seductive harlot, 

RThe mistress of sorceries, 

Who sells nations through her harlotries, 

And families through her sorceries.

5“Behold, I am Ragainst you, ” says the LORD of hosts;

“I will lift your skirts over your face, 

I will show the nations your nakedness, 

And the kingdoms your shame.

6I will cast abominable filth upon you, 

Make you Rvile, T

And make you Ra spectacle.

7It shall come to pass that all who look upon you

RWill flee from you, and say, 

R‘Nineveh is laid waste!

RWho will bemoan her?’

Where shall I seek comforters for you?”

Comparison of Nineveh to No Amon

8RAre you better than No Amon*

That was situated by the River, *

That had the waters around her, 

Whose rampart was the sea, 

Whose wall was the sea?

9Ethiopia and Egypt were her strength, 

And it was boundless;

Put and Lubim were your* helpers.

10Yet she was carried away, 

She went into captivity;

RHer young children also were dashed to pieces

RAt the head of every street;

They Rcast lots for her honorable men, 

And all her great men were bound in chains.

11You also will be Rdrunk;

You will be hidden;

You also will seek refuge from the enemy.

Nineveh’s Strongholds Are Weak

12All your strongholds are Rfig trees with ripened figs:

If they are shaken, 

They fall into the mouth of the eater.

13Surely, Ryour people in your midst are women!

The gates of your land are wide open for your enemies;

Fire shall devour the Rbars of your gates.

14Draw your water for the siege!

RFortify your strongholds!

Go into the clay and tread the mortar!

Make strong the brick kiln!

15There the fire will devour you, 

The sword will cut you off;

It will eat you up like a Rlocust.

Make yourself many—like the locust!

Make yourself many— like the swarming locusts!

Nineveh’s Leaders Are Weak

16You have multiplied your merchants more than the stars of heaven.

The locust plunders and flies away.

17RYour commanders are like swarming locusts, 

And your generals like great grasshoppers, 

Which camp in the hedges on a cold day;

When the sun rises they flee away, 

And the place where they are is not known.

18RYour shepherds slumber, O Rking of Assyria;

Your nobles rest in the dust.

Your people are Rscattered on the mountains, 

And no one gathers them.

19Your injury has no healing, 

RYour wound is severe.

RAll who hear news of you

Will clap their hands over you, 

For upon whom has not your wickedness passed continually?




The Book of Habakkuk
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THE BOOK OF HABAKKUK

Habakkuk ministers during the “death throes” of the nation of Judah. Although repeatedly called to repentance, the nation stubbornly refuses to change her sinful ways. Habakkuk, knowing the hardheartedness of his countrymen, asks God how long this intolerable condition can continue. God replies that the Babylonians will be His chastening rod upon the nation—an announcement that sends the prophet to his knees. He acknowledges that the just in any generation shall live by faith (2:4), not by sight. Habakkuk concludes by praising God’s wisdom even though he does not fully understand God’s ways.

Habaqquq is an unusual Hebrew name derived from the verb habaq, “embrace.” Thus his name probably means “One Who Embraces” or “Clings.” At the end of his book this name becomes appropriate because Habakkuk chooses to cling firmly to God regardless of what happens to his nation (3:16–19). The Greek title in the Septuagint is Ambakouk, and the Latin title in Jerome’s Vulgate is Habacuc.
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THE AUTHOR OF HABAKKUK

In the introduction to the book (1:1) and in the closing psalm (3:1), the author identifies himself as Habakkuk the prophet. This special designation seems to indicate that Habakkuk was a professional prophet. The closing statement at the end of the psalm “To the Chief Musician. With my stringed instruments” suggests that Habakkuk may have been a priest connected with the temple worship in Jerusalem. He mentions nothing of his genealogy or location, but speculative attempts have been made to identify him with certain unnamed Old Testament characters. In the apocryphal book of Bel and the Dragon, Daniel is rescued a second time by the prophet Habakkuk.
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THE TIME OF HABAKKUK

The only explicit time reference in Habakkuk is to the Babylonian invasion as an imminent event (1:6; 2:1; 3:16). Some scholars suggest Habakkuk was written during the reign of Manasseh (686–642 B.C.) or Amon (642–640 B.C.) because of the list of Judah’s sins in 1:2–4. However, the descriptions of the Chaldeans indicate that Babylon had become a world power; and this was not true in the time of Manasseh when Babylon was under the thumb of Assyria. It is also unlikely that this prophecy took place in the time of King Josiah (640–609 B.C.), because the moral and spiritual reforms of Josiah do not fit the situation in 1:2–4. The most likely date for the book is in the early part of Jehoiakim’s reign (609–597 B.C.). Jehoiakim was a godless king who led the nation down the path of destruction (cf. 2 Kin. 23:34–24:5; Jer. 22:17).

The Babylonians began to rise in power during the reign of Nabopolassar (626–605 B.C.), and in 612 B.C. they destroyed the Assyrian capital of Nineveh. By the time of Jehoiakim, Babylon was the uncontested world power. Nabopolassar’s successor, Nebuchadnezzar, came to power in 605 B.C. and carried out successful military expeditions in the west, advancing into Palestine and Egypt. Nebuchadnezzar’s first invasion of Judah occurred in his first year, when he deported ten thousand of Jerusalem’s leaders to Babylon. The nobles who oppressed and extorted from the poor were the first to be carried away. Since Habakkuk prophesied prior to the Babylonian invasion, the probable date for this book is about 607 B.C.
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THE CHRIST OF HABAKKUK

The word “salvation” appears three times in 3:13, 18 and is the root word from which the name “Jesus” is derived (cf. Matt. 1:21). When He comes again, “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea” (2:14).
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KEYS TO HABAKKUK

Key Word: “The Just Shall Live by His Faith”—The circumstances of life sometimes appear to contradict God’s revelation concerning His power and purposes. Habakkuk struggles in his faith when he sees men flagrantly violate God’s law and distort justice on every level, without fear of divine intervention. He wants to know why God allows this growing iniquity to go unpunished. When God reveals His intention to use Babylon as His rod of judgment, Habakkuk is even more troubled, because that nation is more corrupt than Judah. God’s answer satisfies Habakkuk that he can trust Him even in the worst of circumstances because of His matchless wisdom, goodness, and power. God’s plan is perfect, and nothing is big enough to stand in the way of its ultimate fulfillment. In spite of appearances to the contrary, God is still on the throne as the Lord of history and the Ruler of the nations. God may be slow to wrath, but all iniquity will be punished eventually. He is the worthiest object of faith, and the righteous man will trust in Him at all times.

Key Verses: Habakkuk 2:4; 3:17–19—“Behold the proud, his soul is not upright in him; but the just shall live by his faith” (2:4).

“Though the fig tree may not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines; though the labor of the olive may fail, and the fields yield no food; though the flock may be cut off from the fold, and there be no herd in the stalls—yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation. The LORD God is my strength; He will make my feet like deer’s feet, and He will make me walk on my high hills. To the Chief Musician. With my stringed instruments” (3:17–19).

Key Chapter: Habakkuk 3—The Book of Habakkuk builds to a triumphant climax reached in the last three verses (3:17–19). The beginning of the book and the ending stand in stark contrast: mystery to certainty, questioning to affirming, and complaint to confidence. Chapter 3 is one of the most majestic of all Scripture and records the glory of God in past history and in future history (prophecy).
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SURVEY OF HABAKKUK

Habakkuk is a freethinking prophet who is not afraid to wrestle with issues that test his faith. He openly and honestly directs his problems to God and waits to see how He will respond to his probing questions. After two rounds of dialogue with the Lord, Habakkuk’s increased understanding of the Person, power, and plan of God cause him to conclude with a psalm of unqualified praise. The more he knows about the Planner, the more he can trust His plans. No matter what God brings to pass, “the just shall live by his faith” (2:4). The two divisions of this book are: the problems of Habakkuk (1 and 2) and the praise of Habakkuk (3).

The Problems of Habakkuk (1 and 2): Habakkuk’s first dialogue with God takes place in 1:1–11. In 1:1–4 the prophet asks God how long He will allow the wickedness of Judah to go unpunished. The people of Judah sin with impunity, and justice is perverted. God’s startling answer is given in 1:5–11: He is raising up the fierce Babylonians as His rod of judgment upon sinful Judah. The Chaldeans will come against Judah swiftly, violently, and completely. The coming storm from the east will be God’s answer to Judah’s crimes.

This answer leads to Habakkuk’s second dialogue with God (1:12–2:20). The prophet is more perplexed than ever and asks how the righteous God can punish Judah with a nation that is even more wicked (1:12–2:1). Will the God whose eyes are too pure to approve evil reward the Babylonians for their cruelty and idolatry? Habakkuk stands upon a watchtower to wait for God’s reply. The Lord answers with a series of five woes—of greed and aggression (2:5–8), exploitation and extortion (2:9–11), violence (2:12–14), immorality (2:15–17), and idolatry (2:18–20). God is aware of the sins of the Babylonians, and they will not escape His terrible judgment. But Judah is guilty of the same offenses and stands under the same condemnation. Yahweh concludes His answer with a statement of His sovereign majesty: “But the LORD is in His holy temple. Let all the earth keep silence before Him” (2:20).

The Praise of Habakkuk (3): Habakkuk begins by questioning God, but he concludes his book with a psalm of praise for the Person (3:1–3), power (3:4–12), and plan (3:13–19) of God. He now acknowledges God’s wisdom in the coming invasion of Judah; and although it terrifies him, he will trust the Lord. God’s creative and redemptive work in the past gives the prophet confidence in the divine purposes, and hope at a time when he would otherwise despair. “Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation” (3:18).
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OUTLINE OF HABAKKUK

I. The Problems of Habakkuk … 1:1–2:20

A. The First Problem of Habakkuk … 1:1–4

B. God’s First Reply … 1:5–11

C. The Second Problem of Habakkuk … 1:12–2:1

D. God’s Second Reply … 2:2–20

II. The Praise of Habakkuk … 3:1–19

A. Habakkuk Prays for God’s Mercy … 3:1, 2

B. Habakkuk Remembers God’s Mercy … 3:3–15

1. The Glory of the Person of God … 3:3, 4

2. The Power of the Saving Acts of God … 3:5–15

C. Habakkuk Trusts in God’s Salvation … 3:16–19




CHAPTER 1

The First Problem of Habakkuk

1The burden* which the prophet Habak-kuk saw.

2O LORD, how long shall I cry, 

RAnd You will not hear?

Even cry out to You, “Violence!”

And You will Rnot save.

3Why do You show me iniquity, 

And cause me to see Ttrouble?

For plundering and violence are before me;

There is strife, and contention arises.

4Therefore the law is powerless, 

And justice never goes forth.

For the wicked surround the righteous;

Therefore perverse judgment proceeds.

God’s First Reply

5“LookR among the nations and watch—

Be utterly astounded!

For I will work a work in your days

Which you would not believe, though it were told you.

6For indeed I am Rraising up the Chaldeans, 

A bitter and hasty Rnation

Which marches through the breadth of the earth, 

To possess dwelling places that are not theirs.

7They are terrible and dreadful;

Their judgment and their dignity proceed from themselves.

8Their horses also are Rswifter than leopards, 

And more fierce than evening wolves.

Their Tchargers Tcharge ahead;

Their cavalry comes from afar;

They fly as the Reagle that hastens to eat.

9“They all come for violence;

Their faces are set like the east wind.

They gather captives like sand.

10They scoff at kings, 

And princes are scorned by them.

They deride every stronghold, 

For they heap up earthen mounds and seize it.

11Then his mind* changes, and he transgresses;

He commits offense, 

RAscribing this power to his god.”

The Second Problem of Habakkuk

12Are You not Rfrom everlasting, 

O LORD my God, my Holy One?

We shall not die.

O LORD, RYou have appointed them for judgment;

O Rock, You have marked them for Rcorrection.

13You are of purer eyes than to behold evil, 

And cannot look on wickedness.

Why do You look on those who deal treacherously, 

And hold Your tongue when the wicked devours

A person more righteous than he?

14Why do You make men like fish of the sea, 

Like creeping things that have no ruler over them?

15They take up all of them with a hook, 

They catch them in their net, 

And gather them in their dragnet.

Therefore they rejoice and are glad.

16Therefore Rthey sacrifice to their net, 

And burn incense to their dragnet;

Because by them their share is Tsumptuous

And their food plentiful.

17Shall they therefore empty their net, 

And continue to slay nations without pity?




CHAPTER 2

1 I WILL Rstand my watch And set myself on the rampart, 

And watch to see what He will say to me, 

And what I will answer when I am corrected.

God’s Second Reply

2Then the LORD answered me and said:

R“Write the vision

And make it plain on tablets, 

That he may run who reads it.

3For Rthe vision is yet for an appointed time;

But at the end it will speak, and it will Rnot lie.

Though it tarries, wait for it;

Because it will Rsurely come, 

It will not tarry.

4“Behold the proud, 

His soul is not upright in him;

But the just shall live by his faith.

5“Indeed, because he transgresses by wine, 

He is a proud man, 

And he does not stay at home.

Because he Renlarges his desire as hell, *

And he is like death, and cannot be satisfied, 

He gathers to himself all nations

And heaps up for himself all peoples.

6“Will not all these Rtake up a proverb against him, 

And a taunting riddle against him, and say, 

‘Woe to him who increases

What is not his—how long?

And to him who loads himself with many pledges’?*

7Will not your creditors* rise up suddenly?

Will they not awaken who oppress you?

And you will become their booty.

8RBecause you have plundered many nations, 

All the remnant of the people shall plunder you, 

Because of men’s Tblood

And the violence of the land and the city, 

And of all who dwell in it.

9“Woe to him who covets evil gain for his house, 

That he may Rset his nest on high, 

That he may be delivered from the power of disaster!

10You give shameful counsel to your house, 

Cutting off many peoples, 

And sin against your soul.

11For the stone will cry out from the wall, 

And the beam from the timbers will answer it.

12“Woe to him who builds a town with bloodshed, 

Who establishes a city by iniquity!

13Behold, is it not of the LORD of hosts

That the peoples labor to feed the fire, *

And nations weary themselves in vain?

14For the earth will be filled

With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, 

As the waters cover the sea.

15“Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbor, 

Pressing* him to your Rbottle, 

Even to make him drunk, 

That you may look on his nakedness!

16You are filled with shame instead of glory.

You also—drink!

And be exposed as uncircumcised!*

The cup of the LORD’s right hand will be turned against you, 

And utter shame will be on your glory.

17For the violence done to Lebanon will cover you, 

And the plunder of beasts which made them afraid, 

Because of men’s blood

And the violence of the land and the city, 

And of all who dwell in it.

18“What profit is the image, that its maker should carve it, 

The molded image, a teacher of lies, 

That the maker of its mold should trust in it, 

To make mute idols?

19Woe to him who says to wood, ‘Awake!’

To silent stone, ‘Arise! It shall teach!’

Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, 

Yet in it there is no breath at all.

20“ButR the LORD is in His holy temple.

Let all the earth keep silence before Him.”




CHAPTER 3

Habakkuk Prays for God’s Mercy

1A PRAYER of Habakkuk the prophet, on Shigionoth.*

2O LORD, I have heard Your speech and was afraid;

O LORD, revive Your work in the midst of the years!

In the midst of the years make it known;

In wrath remember mercy.

The Glory of the Person of God

3God came from Teman, 

The Holy One from Mount Paran.Selah

His glory covered the heavens, 

And the earth was full of His praise.

4His brightness was like the light;

He had rays flashing from His hand, 

And there His power was hidden.

The Power of the Saving Acts of God

5Before Him went pestilence, 

And fever followed at His feet.

6He stood and measured the earth;

He looked and startled the nations.

RAnd the everlasting mountains were scattered, 

The perpetual hills bowed.

His ways are everlasting.

7I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction;

The curtains of the land of Midian trembled.

8O LORD, were You displeased with the rivers, 

Was Your anger against the rivers, 

Was Your wrath against the sea, 

That You rode on Your horses, 

Your chariots of salvation?

9Your bow was made quite ready;

Oaths were sworn over Your arrows.*Selah

You divided the earth with rivers.

10The mountains saw You and trembled;

The overflowing of the water passed by.

The deep uttered its voice, 

And Rlifted its hands on high.

11The Rsun and moon stood still in their habitation;

At the light of Your arrows they went, 

At the shining of Your glittering spear.

12You marched through the land in indignation;

You trampled the nations in anger.

13You went forth for the salvation of Your people, 

For salvation with Your Anointed.

You struck the head from the house of the wicked, 

By laying bare from foundation to neck.Selah

14You thrust through with his own arrows

The head of his villages.

They came out like a whirlwind to scatter me;

Their rejoicing was like feasting on the poor in secret.

15RYou walked through the sea with Your horses, 

Through the heap of great waters.

Habakkuk Trusts in God’s Salvation

16When I heard, Rmy body trembled;

My lips quivered at the voice;

Rottenness entered my bones;

And I trembled in myself, 

That I might rest in the day of trouble.

When he comes up to the people, 

He will invade them with his troops.

17Though the fig tree may not blossom, 

Nor fruit be on the vines;

Though the labor of the olive may fail, 

And the fields yield no food;

Though the flock may be cut off from the fold, 

And there be no herd in the stalls—

18Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, 

I will joy in the God of my salvation.

19The LORD God* is my strength;

He will make my feet like Rdeer’s feet, 

And He will make me Rwalk on my high hills.

To the Chief Musician. With my stringed instruments.




The Book of Zephaniah
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THE BOOK OF ZEPHANIAH

During Judah’s hectic political and religious history, reform comes from time to time. Zephaniah’s forceful prophecy may be a factor in the reform that occurs during Josiah’s reign—a “revival” that produces outward change, but does not fully remove the inward heart of corruption that characterizes the nation. Zephaniah hammers home his message repeatedly that the day of the Lord, judgment day, is coming when the malignancy of sin will be dealt with. Israel and her Gentile neighbors will soon experience the crushing hand of God’s wrath. But after the chastening process is complete, blessing will come in the Person of the Messiah, who will be the cause for praise and singing.

Tsephan-yah means “Yahweh Hides” or “Yahweh Has Hidden.” Zephaniah was evidently born during the latter part of the reign of King Manasseh. His name may mean that he was “hidden” from Manasseh’s atrocities. The Greek and Latin title is Sophonias.
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THE AUTHOR OF ZEPHANIAH

The first verse is very unusual in that Zephaniah traces his lineage back four generations to Hezekiah. This is probably Hezekiah the king of Judah, since this would best explain the genealogy. If Zephaniah was the great-great-grandson of the godly King Hezekiah, he was the only prophet of royal descent. This may have given the prophet freer access to the court of King Josiah in whose reign he ministered. Because Zephaniah used the phrase “this place” (1:4) to refer to Jerusalem and was quite familiar with its features (cf. 1:9, 10; 3:1–7), he was probably an inhabitant of Judah’s royal city.
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THE TIME OF ZEPHANIAH

Zephaniah solves the dating problem by fixing his prophecy “in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah” (1:1). Josiah reigned from 640 to 609 B.C., and 2:13 indicates that the destruction of Nineveh (612 B.C.) was still a future event. Thus, Zephaniah’s prophecy can be dated between 640 and 612 B.C.

However, the sins cataloged in 1:3–13 and 3:1–7 indicate a date prior to Josiah’s reforms when the sins from the reigns of Manasseh and Amon still predominated. It is therefore likely that Zephaniah’s ministry played a significant role in preparing Judah for the revivals that took place in the reign of the nation’s last righteous king. Josiah became king of Judah at the age of eight, and by the age of sixteen his heart had already begun to turn toward God. His first reform took place in the twelfth year of his reign (628 B.C.; 2 Chr. 34:3–7) when he tore down all the altars of Baal, destroyed the foreign incense altars, burned the bones of the false prophets on their altars, and broke the Asherim (carved images) and molten images in pieces. Six years later (622 B.C.), Josiah’s second reform was kindled when Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law in the temple (2 Chr. 34:8–35:19). Thus, Zephaniah’s prophecy can be dated more precisely as occurring between 630 and 625 B.C.

The evil reigns of Manasseh and Amon (a total of fifty-five years) had such a profound effect upon Judah that it never recovered. Josiah’s reforms were too little and too late, and the people reverted to their crass idolatry and teaching soon after Josiah was gone. As a contemporary of Jeremiah and Habakkuk, Zephaniah was one of the eleventh-hour prophets to Judah.
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THE CHRIST OF ZEPHANIAH

Jesus alluded to Zephaniah on two occasions (cf. Zeph. 1:3; Matt. 13:41 and cf. Zeph. 1:15; Matt. 24:29). Both of these passages about the day of the Lord are associated with Christ’s second advent. Although the Messiah is not specifically mentioned in Zephaniah, it is clear that He is the One who will fulfill the great promises of 3:9–20. He will gather His people and reign in victory: “The LORD has taken away your judgments, He has cast out your enemy. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall see disaster no more” (3:15).
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KEYS TO ZEPHANIAH

Key Word: The Day of the Lord—Zephaniah discusses the day of the Lord and describes the coming day of judgment upon Judah and the nations. God is holy and must vindicate His righteousness by calling all the nations of the world into account before Him. The sovereign God will judge not only His own people but also the whole world: no one escapes from His authority and dominion. The day of the Lord will have universal impact. To some degree, that day has already come for Judah and all the nations mentioned in 2:4–15, but there is also a future aspect, when all the earth will be judged. Zephaniah 3:9–20 speaks of another side of the day of the Lord: it will be a day of blessing after the judgment is complete. A righteous remnant will survive and all who call upon Him, Jew or Gentile, will be blessed. God will regather and restore His people, and there will be worldwide rejoicing.

Zephaniah is also written as a warning to Judah and as a call to repentance (2:1–3). God wants to spare the people, but they ultimately reject Him. His judgment will be great; but God promises His people a future day of hope and joy. Wrath and mercy, severity and kindness, cannot be separated in the character of God.

Key Verses: Zephaniah 1:14, 15; 2:3—“The great day of the LORD is near; it is near and hastens quickly. The noise of the day of the LORD is bitter; there the mighty men shall cry out. That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of devastation and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness” (1:14, 15).

“Seek the LORD, all you meek of the earth, who have upheld His justice. Seek righteousness, seek humility. It may be that you will be hidden in the day of the LORD’s anger” (2:3).

Key Chapter: Zephaniah 3—The last chapter of Zephaniah records the two distinct parts of the day of the Lord: judgment and restoration. Following the conversion of the nation, Israel finally is fully restored. Under the righteous rule of God, Israel fully inherits the blessings contained in the biblical covenants.
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SURVEY OF ZEPHANIAH

On the whole, Zephaniah is a fierce and grim book of warning about the coming day of the Lord. Desolation, darkness, and ruin will strike Judah and the nations because of the wrath of God upon sin. Zephaniah looks beyond judgment, however, to a time of joy when God will cleanse the nations and restore the fortunes of His people Israel. The book begins with God’s declaration, “I will utterly consume everything from the face of the land” (1:2); but it ends with this promise, “At that time I will bring you back” and “return your captives before your eyes” (3:20). Zephaniah moves three times from the general to the specific: (1) from universal judgment (1:1–3) to judgment upon Judah (1:4–2:3); (2) from judgment upon surrounding nations (2:4–15) to judgment upon Jerusalem (3:1–7); (3) from judgment and cleansing of all nations (3:8–10) to restoration of Israel (3:11–20). The two broad divisions of the book are: the judgment in the day of the Lord (1:1–3:8) and the salvation in the day of the Lord (3:9–20).

The Judgment in the Day of the Lord (1:1–3:8): The prophetic oracle begins with an awesome statement of God’s coming judgment upon the entire earth because of the sins of men (1:2, 3). Zephaniah then concentrates on the judgment of Judah (1:4–18), listing some of the offenses that will cause it to come. Judah is polluted with idolatrous priests who promote the worship of Baal and nature, and her officials and princes are completely corrupt. Therefore, the day of the Lord is imminent; and it will be characterized by terror, desolation, and distress. However, by His grace, Yahweh appeals to His people to repent and humble themselves to avert the coming disaster before it is too late (2:1–3).

Zephaniah pronounces God’s coming judgment upon the nations that surround Judah (2:4–15). He looks in all four directions: Philistia (west), Moab and Ammon (east), Ethiopia (south), and Assyria (north). Then he focuses on Jerusalem, the center of God’s dealings (3:1–7). Jerusalem is characterized by spiritual rebellion and moral treachery. “She has not obeyed His voice, she has not received correction; she has not trusted in the LORD, she has not drawn near to her God” (3:2).

The Salvation in the Day of the Lord (3:9–20): After a broad statement of the judgment of all nations (3:8), Zephaniah changes the tone of the remainder of his book to blessing; for this, too, is an aspect of the day of the Lord. The nation will be cleansed and will call on the name of the Lord (3:9, 10). The remnant of Israel will be regathered, redeemed, and restored (3:11–20). They will rejoice in their Redeemer, and He will be in their midst. Zephaniah opens with idolatry, wrath, and judgment, but closes with true worship, rejoicing, and blessing.
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CHAPTER 1

The Judgment on the Whole Earth

1The word of the LORD which came to Zephaniah the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of Hezekiah, in the days of RJosiah the son of Amon, king of Judah.

2“I will utterly consume everything

From the face of the land, ”

Says the LORD;

3“IR will consume man and beast; 

I will consume the birds of the heavens, 

The fish of the sea, 

And the stumbling blocks* along with the wicked.

I will cut off man from the face of the Tland, ”

Says the LORD.

Causes of the Judgment

4“I will stretch out My hand against Judah, 

And against all the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

TI will cut off every trace of Baal from this place, 

The names of the Ridolatrous priests* with the pagan priests—

5Those Rwho worship the host of heaven on the housetops;

Those who worship and swear oaths by the LORD, 

But who also swear by Milcom;*

6RThose who have turned back from following the LORD, 

And Rhave not sought the LORD, nor inquired of Him.”

7RBe silent in the presence of the Lord GOD;

For the day of the LORD is at hand

For Rthe LORD has prepared a sacrifice;

He has invited* His guests.

8“And it shall be, 

In the day of the LORD’s sacrifice, 

That I will punish Rthe princes and the king’s children, 

And all such as are clothed with foreign apparel.

9In the same day I will punish

All those who leap over the threshold, *

Who fill their masters’ houses with violence and deceit.

10“And there shall be on that day, ” says the LORD, 

“The sound of a mournful cry from Rthe Fish Gate, 

A wailing from the Second Quarter, 

And a loud crashing from the hills.

11RWail, you inhabitants of Maktesh!*

For all the merchant people are cut down;

All those who handle money are cut off.

12“And it shall come to pass at that time

That I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 

And punish the men

Who are settled in complacency, *

RWho say in their heart, 

‘The LORD will not do good, 

Nor will He do evil.’

13Therefore their goods shall become booty, 

And their houses a desolation;

They shall build houses, but not inhabit them;

They shall plant vineyards, but Rnot drink their wine.”

Description of the Judgment

14RThe great day of the LORD is near;

It is near and hastens quickly.

The noise of the day of the LORD is bitter;

There the mighty men shall cry out.

15RThat day is a day of wrath, 

A day of trouble and distress, 

A day of devastation and desolation, 

A day of darkness and gloominess, 

A day of clouds and thick darkness, 

16A day of Rtrumpet and alarm

Against the fortified cities

And against the high towers.

17“I will bring distress upon men, 

And they shall Rwalk like blind men, 

Because they have sinned against the LORD;

Their blood shall be poured out like dust, 

And their flesh like refuse.”

18Neither their silver nor their gold

Shall be able to deliver them

In the day of the LORD’s wrath;

But the whole land shall be devoured

By the fire of His jealousy, 

For He will make speedy riddance

Of all those who dwell in the land.




CHAPTER 2

Call to Repentance

1GatherR yourselves together, yes, gather together, 

O undesirable* nation, 

2Before the decree is issued, 

Or the day passes like chaff, 

Before the LORD’s fierce anger comes upon you, 

Before the day of the LORD’s anger comes upon you!

3RSeek the LORD, Rall you meek of the earth, 

Who have upheld His justice.

Seek righteousness, seek humility.

It may be that you will be hidden

In the day of the LORD’s anger.

Judgment Against Philistia (West)

4For RGaza shall be forsaken, 

And Ashkelon desolate;

They shall drive out Ashdod Rat noonday, 

And Ekron shall be uprooted.

5Woe to the inhabitants of the seacoast, 

The nation of the Cherethites!

The word of the LORD is against you, 

O RCanaan, land of the Philistines:

“I will destroy you;

So there shall be no inhabitant.”

6The seacoast shall be pastures, 

With shelters* for shepherds Rand folds for flocks.

7The coast shall be for Rthe remnant of the house of Judah;

They shall feed their flocks there;

In the houses of Ashkelon they shall lie down at evening.

For the LORD their God will RinterveneT for them, 

And Rreturn their captives.

Judgment Against Moab and Ammon (East)

8“IR have heard the reproach of Moab, 

And Rthe insults of the people of Ammon, 

With which they have reproached My people, 

And Rmade arrogant threats against their borders.

9Therefore, as I live, ”

Says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, 

“Surely RMoab shall be like Sodom, 

And Rthe people of Ammon like Gomorrah—

ROverrun with weeds and saltpits, 

And a perpetual desolation. 

The residue of My people shall plunder them, 

And the remnant of My people shall possess them.”

10This they shall have Rfor their pride, 

Because they have reproached and made arrogant threats

Against the people of the LORD of hosts.

11The LORD will be awesome to them, 

For He will reduce to nothing all the gods of the earth;

RPeople shall worship Him, 

Each one from his place, 

Indeed all the shores of the nations.

Judgment Against Ethiopia (South)

12“YouR Ethiopians also, 

You shall be slain by My sword.”

Judgment Against Assyria (North)

13And He will stretch out His hand against the north, 

RDestroy Assyria, 

And make Nineveh a desolation, 

As dry as the wilderness.

14The herds shall lie down in her midst, 

REvery beast of the nation.

Both the pelican and the bittern

Shall lodge on the capitals of her pillars;

Their voice shall sing in the windows;

Desolation shall be at the threshold;

For He will lay bare the cedar work.

15This is the rejoicing city

RThat dwelt securely, 

RThat said in her heart, 

“I am it, and there is none besides me.”

How has she become a desolation, 

A place for beasts to lie down!

Everyone who passes by her

Shall hiss and shake his fist.




CHAPTER 3

Jerusalem’s Injustice

1Woe to her who is rebellious and polluted, 

To the oppressing city!

2She has not obeyed His voice, 

She has not received correction;

She has not trusted in the LORD, 

She has not drawn near to her God.

3RHer princes in her midst are roaring lions;

Her judges are evening wolves

That leave not a bone till morning.

4Her Rprophets are insolent, treacherous people;

Her priests have Tpolluted the sanctuary, 

They have done violence to the law.

The Lord’s Justice

5The LORD is righteous in her midst, 

He will do no unrighteousness.

TEvery morning He brings His justice to light;

He never fails, 

But the unjust knows no shame.

6“I have cut off nations, 

Their fortresses are devastated;

I have made their streets desolate, 

With none passing by.

Their cities are destroyed;

There is no one, no inhabitant.

7RI said, ‘Surely you will fear Me, 

You will receive instruction’—

So that her dwelling would not be cut off, 

Despite everything for which I punished her.

But Tthey rose early and Rcorrupted all their deeds.

The Judgment on the Whole Earth

8“Therefore Rwait for Me, ” says the LORD, 

“Until the day I rise up for plunder;*

My determination is to Rgather the nations

To My assembly of kingdoms, 

To pour on them My indignation, 

All My fierce anger;

All the earth shall be devoured

With the fire of My jealousy.

The Promise of Conversion

9“For then I will restore to the peoples Ra pure Tlanguage, 

That they all may call on the name of the LORD, 

To serve Him with one accord.

10RFrom beyond the rivers of Ethiopia

My worshipers, 

The daughter of My dispersed ones, 

Shall bring My offering.

11In that day you shall not be shamed for any of your deeds

In which you transgress against Me;

For then I will take away from your midst

Those who Rrejoice in your pride, 

And you shall no longer be haughty

In My holy mountain.

12I will leave in your midst

RA meek and humble people, 

And they shall trust in the name of the LORD.

13RThe remnant of Israel Rshall do no unrighteousness

RAnd speak no lies, 

Nor shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth;

For Rthey shall feed their flocks and lie down, 

And no one shall make them afraid.”

The Promise of Restoration

14RSing, O daughter of Zion!

Shout, O Israel!

Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 

O daughter of Jerusalem!

15The LORD has taken away your judgments, 

He has cast out your enemy.

RThe King of Israel, the LORD, Ris in your midst;

You shall see* disaster no more.

16In that day Rit shall be said to Jerusalem:

“Do not fear;

Zion, let not your hands be weak.

17The LORD your God Rin your midst, 

The Mighty One, will save;

He will rejoice over you with gladness, 

He will quiet you with His love, 

He will rejoice over you with singing.”

18“I will gather those who Rsorrow over the appointed assembly, 

Who are among you, 

To whom its reproach is a burden.

19Behold, at that time

I will deal with all who afflict you;

I will save the Rlame, 

And gather those who were driven out;

I will appoint them for praise and fame

In every land where they were put to shame.

20At that time RI will bring you back, 

Even at the time I gather you;

For I will give you Tfame and praise

Among all the peoples of the earth, 

When I return your captives before your eyes, ”

Says the LORD.




The Book of Haggai
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THE BOOK OF HAGGAI

With the Babylonian exile in the past, and a newly returned group of Jews back in the land, the work of rebuilding the temple can begin. However, sixteen years after the process is begun, the people have yet to finish the project, for their personal affairs have interfered with God’s business. Haggai preaches a fiery series of sermonettes designed to stir up the nation to finish the temple. He calls the builders to renewed courage in the Lord, renewed holiness of life, and renewed faith in God who controls the future.

The etymology and meaning of haggay is uncertain, but it is probably derived from the Hebrew word hag “festival.” It may also be an abbreviated form of haggiah, “festival of Yahweh.” Thus, Haggai’s name means “Festal” or “Festive, ” possibly because he was born on the day of a major feast, such as Tabernacles (Haggai’s second message takes place during that feast, 2:1). The title in the Septuagint is Aggaios, and in the Vulgate it is Aggaeus.
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THE AUTHOR OF HAGGAI

Haggai’s name is mentioned nine times (1:1, 3, 12, 13; 2:1, 10, 13, 14, 20); the authorship and date of the book are virtually uncontested. The unity of theme, style, and dating is obvious. Haggai is known only from this book and from two references to him in Ezra 5:1 and 6:14. There he is seen working alongside the younger prophet Zechariah in the ministry of encouraging the rebuilding of the temple. Haggai returned from Babylon with the remnant under Zerubbabel and evidently lived in Jerusalem. Some think 2:3 may mean that he was born in Judah before the 586 B.C. captivity and was one of the small company who could remember the former temple before its destruction. This would mean Haggai was about seventy-five when he prophesied in 520 B.C. It is equally likely, however, that he was born in Babylon during the captivity.
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THE TIME OF HAGGAI

In 538 B.C. Cyrus of Persia issued a decree allowing the Jews to return to their land and rebuild their temple. The first return was led by Zerubbabel, and in 536 B.C. work on the temple began. Ezra 4–6 gives the background to the Book of Haggai and describes how the Samaritans hindered the building of the temple and wrote a letter to the Persian king. This opposition only added to the growing discouragement of the Jewish remnant. Their initial optimism upon returning to their homeland was dampened by the desolation of the land, crop failure, hard work, hostility, and other hardships. They gave up the relative comfort of Babylonian culture to pioneer in a land that seemed unproductive and full of enemies. Finding it easier to stop building than to fight their neighbors, the work on the temple ceased in 534 B.C. The pessimism of the people led to spiritual lethargy, and they became preoccupied with their own building projects. They used political opposition and a theory that the temple was not to be rebuilt until some later time (perhaps after Jerusalem was rebuilt) as excuses for neglecting the house of the Lord.

It was in this context that God called His prophets Haggai and Zechariah to the same task of urging the people to complete the temple. Both books are precisely dated: Haggai 1:1, September 1, 520 B.C.; Haggai 1:15, September 24, 520 B.C.; Haggai 2:1, October 21, 520 B.C.; Zechariah 1:1, November, 520 B.C.; Haggai 2:10, 20, December 24, 520 B.C.; Zechariah 1:7, February 24, 519 B.C.; Zechariah 7:1, December 4, 518 B.C. Zechariah’s prophecy commenced between Haggai’s second and third messages. Thus, after fourteen years of neglect, work of the temple was resumed in 520 B.C. and was completed in 516 B.C. (Ezra 6:15). The Talmud indicates that the ark of the covenant, the Shekinah glory, and the Urim and Thummim were not in the rebuilt temple.

Darius I (521–486 B.C.) was king of Persia during the ministries of Haggai and Zechariah. He was a strong ruler who consolidated his kingdom by defeating a number of revolting nations.
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THE CHRIST OF HAGGAI

The promise of Haggai 2:9 points ahead to the crucial role the second temple is to have in God’s redemptive plan. Herod the Great later spent a fortune on the project of enlarging and enriching this temple, and it was filled with the glory of God incarnate every time Christ came to Jerusalem.

The Messiah is also portrayed in the person of Zerubbabel: “ ‘I will take you, Zerubbabel … and will make you like a signet ring; for I have chosen you’ ” (2:23). Zerubbabel becomes the center of the messianic line and is like a signet ring, sealing both branches together.
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KEYS TO HAGGAI

Key Word: The Reconstruction of the Temple—Haggai’s basic theme is clear: the remnant must reorder its priorities and complete the temple before it can expect the blessing of God upon its efforts. Because of spiritual indifference the people fail to respond to God’s attempts to get their attention. In their despondency they do not realize that their hardships are divinely given symptoms of their spiritual disease. Haggai brings them to an understanding that circumstances become difficult when people place their own selfish interests before God’s. When they put God first and seek to do His will, He will bring His people joy and prosperity.

Key Verses: Haggai 1:7, 8; 2:7–9—“Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Consider your ways! Go up to the mountains and bring wood and build the temple, that I may take pleasure in it and be glorified, says the LORD’ ” (1:7, 8).

“ ‘And I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations, and I will fill this temple with glory, ’ says the LORD of hosts. ‘The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine, ’ says the LORD of hosts. ‘The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former, ’ says the LORD of hosts. ‘And in this place I will give peace, ’ says the LORD of hosts” (2:7–9).

Key Chapter: Haggai 2—Verses 6–9 record some of the most startling prophecies in Scripture: “I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land” (the tribulation) and “they shall come to the Desire of All Nations” and “in this place I will give peace” (the second coming of the Messiah).
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SURVEY OF HAGGAI

Haggai is second only to Obadiah in brevity among Old Testament books, but this strong and frank series of four terse sermons accomplishes its intended effect. The work on the temple has ceased, and the people have become more concerned with the beautification of their own houses than with the building of the central sanctuary of God. Because of their misplaced priorities, their labor is no longer blessed by God. Only when the people put the Lord first by completing the task He has set before them will His hand of blessing once again be upon them. Haggai acts as God’s man in God’s hour, and his four messages are: the completion of the latter temple (1:1–15), the glory of the latter temple (2:1–9), the present blessings of obedience (2:10–19), and the future blessings of promise (2:20–23).

The Completion of the Latter Temple (1:1–15): When the remnant returns from Babylon under Zerubbabel, they begin to rebuild the temple of the Lord. However, the work soon stops and the people find excuses to ignore it as the years pass. They have no problem in building rich dwellings for themselves (“paneled houses, ” 1:4) while they claim that the time for building the temple has not yet come (1:2). God withdraws His blessing and they sink into an economic depression. However, they do not recognize what is happening because of their indifference to God and indulgence of self; so God communicates directly to the remnant through His prophet Haggai. Zerubbabel the governor, Joshua the high priest, and all the people respond; and twenty-three days later they again begin to work on the temple.

The Glory of the Latter Temple (2:1–9): In a few short weeks, the enthusiasm of the people sours into discouragement; the elders remember the glory of Solomon’s temple and bemoan the puniness of the present temple (see Ezra 3:8–13). Haggai’s prophetic word of encouragement reminds the people of God’s covenant promises in the past (2:4, 5), and of His confident plans for the future (2:6–9): “The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former” (2:9).

The Present Blessings of Obedience (2:10–19): Haggai’s message to the priests illustrates the concept of contamination (2:11–13) and applies it to the nation (2:14–19). The Lord requires holiness and obedience, and the contamination of sin blocks the blessing of God. Because the people have obeyed God in building the temple, they will be blessed from that day forward.

The Future Blessings of Promise (2:20–23): On the same day that Haggai addresses the priests, he gives a second message to Zerubbabel. God will move in judgment, and in His power He will overthrow the nations of the earth (2:21, 22). At that time, Zerubbabel, a symbol of the Messiah to come, will be honored.
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OUTLINE OF HAGGAI
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CHAPTER 1

The Temple Is Not Complete—Ezra 5:1

1In Rthe second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came by RHaggai the prophet to RZerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to RJoshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, saying, 

2“Thus speaks the LORD of hosts, saying: ‘This people says, “The time has not come, the time that the LORD’s house should be built.” ’ ”

3Then the word of the LORD Rcame by Haggai the prophet, saying, 

4“Is it Rtime for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, and this temple* to lie in ruins?”

5Now therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts: R“Consider your ways!

6“You have Rsown much, and bring in little;

You eat, but do not have enough;

You drink, but you are not filled with drink;

You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm;

And Rhe who earns wages, 

Earns wages to put into a bag with holes.”

The Temple Must Be Completed

7Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider your ways!

8“Go up to the Rmountains and bring wood and build the Ttemple, that I may take pleasure in it and be glorified, ” says the LORD.





9R“You looked for much, but indeed it came to little; and when you brought it home, RI blew it away. Why?” says the LORD of hosts. “Because of My house that is in ruins, while every one of you runs to his own house.

10“Therefore Rthe heavens above you withhold the dew, and the earth withholds its fruit.

11“For I called for a drought on the land and the mountains, on the grain and the new wine and the oil, on whatever the ground brings forth, on men and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.”

12RThen Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him; and the people feared the presence of the LORD.

13Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, spoke the LORD’s message to the people, saying, “I am with you, says the LORD.”

14So Rthe LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, Rgovernor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and worked on the house of the LORD of hosts, their God, 

15on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month, in the second year of King Darius.




CHAPTER 2

The Latter Temple Is Not as Glorious as the First

1In the seventh month, on the twenty-first of the month, the word of the LORD came Tby Haggai the prophet, saying:

2“Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people, saying:

3R‘Who is left among you who saw this temple* in its former glory? And how do you see it now? In comparison with it, is this not in your eyes as nothing?

The Latter Temple Will Be More Glorious than the First

4‘Yet now Rbe strong, Zerubbabel, ’ says the LORD; ‘and be strong, Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, all you people of the land, ’ says the LORD, ‘and work; for I am with you, ’ says the LORD of hosts.

5R‘According to the word that I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt, so RMy Spirit remains among you; do not fear!’

6“For thus says the LORD of hosts: R‘Once more (it is a little while) I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land;

7‘and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to Rthe Desire of All Nations, * and I will fill this temple with Rglory, ’ says the LORD of hosts.

8‘The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine, ’ says the LORD of hosts.

9R‘The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former, ’ says the LORD of hosts. ‘And in this place I will give Rpeace, ’ says the LORD of hosts.”

The Disobedience of the Remnant

10On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 

11“Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Now, ask the priests concerning the law, saying, 

12“If one carries holy meat in the fold of his garment, and with the edge he touches bread or stew, wine or oil, or any food, will it become holy?” ’ ” Then the priests answered and said, “No.”

13And Haggai said, “If one who is unclean because of a dead body touches any of these, will it be unclean?” So the priests answered and said, “It shall be unclean.”

14Then Haggai answered and said, R“ ‘So is this people, and so is this nation before Me, ’ says the LORD, ‘and so is every work of their hands; and what they offer there is unclean.

The Obedience of the Remnant

15‘And now, carefully consider from this day forward: from before stone was laid upon stone in the temple of the LORD—

16‘since those days, Rwhen one came to a heap of twenty ephahs, there were but ten; when one came to the wine vat to draw out fifty baths from the press, there were but twenty.

17‘I struck you with blight and mildew and hail in all the labors of your hands; yet you did not turn to Me, ’ says the LORD.

18‘Consider now from this day forward, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, from the day that the foundation of the LORD’s temple was laid—consider it:

19R‘Is the seed still in the barn? As yet the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have not yielded fruit. But from this day I will Rbless you.’ ”

The Future Destruction of the Nations

20And again the word of the LORD came to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the month, saying, 

21“Speak to Zerubbabel, Rgovernor of Judah, saying:

R‘I will shake heaven and earth.

22RI will overthrow the throne of kingdoms;

I will destroy the strength of the Gentile kingdoms.

RI will overthrow the chariots

And those who ride in them;

The horses and their riders shall come down, 

Every one by the sword of his brother.

The Future Recognition of Zerubbabel

23‘In that day, ’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘I will take you, Zerubbabel My servant, the son of Shealtiel, ’ says the LORD, R‘and will make you like a signet ring; for I have chosen you, ’ says the LORD of hosts.”




The Book of Zechariah
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THE BOOK OF ZECHARIAH

For a dozen years or more, the task of rebuilding the temple has been half completed. Zechariah is commissioned by God to encourage the people in their unfinished responsibility. Rather than exhorting them to action with strong words of rebuke, Zechariah seeks to encourage them to action by reminding them of the future importance of the temple. The temple must be built, for one day the Messiah’s glory will inhabit it. But future blessing is contingent upon present obedience. The people are not merely building a building; they are building the future. With that as their motivation, they can enter into the building project with wholehearted zeal, for their Messiah is coming.

Zekar-yah means “Yahweh Remembers” or “Yahweh Has Remembered.” This theme dominates the whole book: Israel will be blessed because Yahweh remembers the covenant He made with the fathers. The Greek and Latin version of his name is Zacharias.
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THE AUTHOR OF ZECHARIAH

“Zechariah” (“Yahweh Remembers”) was a popular name shared by no fewer than twenty-nine Old Testament characters. It may have been given out of gratitude for God’s gift of a baby boy. Like his predecessors, Jeremiah and Ezekiel, Zechariah was of priestly lineage as the son of Berechiah and grandson of Iddo (1:1, 7; Ezra 5:1; 6:14; Neh. 12:4, 16). He was born in Babylon and was brought by his grandfather to Palestine when the Jewish exiles returned under Zerubbabel and Joshua the high priest. If he was the “young man” of 2:4, he was called to prophesy at an early age in 520 B.C. According to Jewish tradition, Zechariah was a member of the Great Synagogue that collected and preserved the canon of revealed Scripture. Matthew 23:35 indicates he was “murdered between the temple and the altar” in the same way that an earlier Zechariah was martyred (see 2 Chr. 24:20, 21). The universal testimony of Jewish and Christian tradition affirms Zechariah as the author of the entire book.
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THE TIME OF ZECHARIAH

Zechariah was a younger contemporary of Haggai the prophet, Zerubbabel the governor, and Joshua the high priest. The historical setting for chapters 1–8 (520–518 B.C.) is identical to that of Haggai (see “The Time of Haggai”). Work was resumed on the temple in 520 B.C., and the project was completed in 516 B.C. Chapters 9–14 are undated, but stylistic differences and references to Greece indicate a date of between 480 and 470 B.C. This would mean that Darius I (521–486 B.C.) had passed from the scene and had been succeeded by Xerxes (486–464 B.C.), the king who deposed Queen Vashti and made Esther queen of Persia.
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THE CHRIST OF ZECHARIAH

Very clear messianic passages abound in this book. Christ is portrayed in His two advents as both Servant and King, Man and God. The following are a few of Zechariah’s explicit anticipations of Christ: the angel of the Lord (3:1, 2); the righteous Branch (3:8; 6:12, 13), the stone with seven eyes (3:9); the King-Priest (6:13); the humble King (9:9, 10); the cornerstone, tent peg, and battle bow (10:4); the good Shepherd who is rejected and sold for thirty shekels of silver, the price of a slave (11:4–13); the pierced One (12:10); the cleansing fountain (13:1); the smitten Shepherd who is abandoned (13:7); the coming Judge and righteous King (14).
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KEYS TO ZECHARIAH

Key Word: Prepare for the Messiah—The first eight chapters frequently allude to the temple and encourage the people to complete their great work on the new sanctuary. As they build the temple, they are building their future, because that very structure will be used by the Messiah when He comes to bring salvation. Zechariah eloquently attests to Yahweh’s covenant faithfulness toward Israel through the work of the Messiah, especially in chapters 9–14. This book outlines God’s program for His people during the times of the Gentiles until the Messiah comes to deliver them and reign upon the earth. This hope of glory provides a source of reassurance to the Jewish remnant at a time when circumstances are trying. Zechariah also seeks to promote spiritual revival so that the people will call upon the Lord with humble hearts and commit their ways to Him.

Key Verses: Zechariah 8:3; 9:9—“Thus says the LORD: ‘I will return to Zion, and dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. Jerusalem shall be called the City of Truth, the Mountain of the LORD of hosts, the Holy Mountain’ ” (8:3).

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey” (9:9).

Key Chapter: Zechariah 14—Zechariah builds to a tremendous climax in the fourteenth chapter where he discloses the last siege of Jerusalem, the initial victory of the enemies of Israel, the cleaving of the Mount of Olives, the Lord’s defense of Jerusalem with His visible appearance on Olivet, judgment on the confederated nations, the topographical changes in the land of Israel, the Feast of Tabernacles, and the ultimate holiness of Jerusalem and her people.
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SURVEY OF ZECHARIAH

Zechariah uses a series of eight visions, four messages, and two burdens to portray God’s future plans for His covenant people. The first eight chapters were written to encourage the remnant while they were rebuilding the temple; the last six chapters were written after the completion of the temple to anticipate Israel’s coming Messiah. Zechariah moves from Gentile domination to messianic rule, from persecution to peace, and from uncleanness to holiness. The book divides into: the eight visions (1–6), the four messages (7 and 8), and the two burdens (9–14).

The Eight Visions (1–6): The book opens with an introductory appeal to the people to repent and return to God, unlike their fathers who rejected the warnings of the prophets (1:1–6). A few months later, Zechariah has a series of eight night visions, evidently in one troubled night (Feb. 15, 519 B.C.; 1:7). The angel who speaks with him interprets the visions, but some of the symbols are not explained. The visions mix the work of the Messiah in both advents; and like the other prophets, Zechariah sees only the peaks of God’s program without the intervening valleys. The first five are visions of comfort, and the last three are visions of judgment: (1) The horseman among the myrtle trees—God will rebuild Zion and His people (1:7–17). (2) The four horns and craftsmen—Israel’s oppressors will be judged (1:18–21). (3) The man with a measuring line—God will protect and glorify Jerusalem (2:1–13). (4) The cleansing of Joshua the high priest—Israel will be cleansed and restored by the coming Branch (3:1–10). (5) The golden lampstand—God’s Spirit is empowering Zerubbabel and Joshua (4:1–14). (6) The flying scroll—individual sin will be judged (5:1–4). (7) The woman in the basket—national sin will be removed (5:5–11). (8) The four chariots—God’s judgment will descend on the nations (6:1–8). The crowning of Joshua (6:9–15) anticipates the coming of the Branch who will be King and Priest (the composite crown).

The Four Messages (7 and 8): In response to a question about the continuation of the fasts (7:1–3), God gives Zechariah a series of four messages: (1) a rebuke of empty ritualism (7:4–7); (2) a reminder of past disobedience (7:8–14); (3) the restoration and consolation of Israel (8:1–17); and (4) the recovery of joy in the kingdom (8:18–23).

The Two Burdens (9–14): The first burden (9–11) concerns the first advent and rejection of Israel’s coming King. Alexander the Great will conquer Israel’s neighbors, but will spare Jerusalem (9:1–8), which will be preserved for her King (the Messiah; 9:9, 10). Israel will succeed against Greece (the Maccabean revolt; 9:11–17); and although they will later be scattered, the Messiah will bless them and bring them back (10:1–11:3). Israel will reject her Shepherd-King and be led astray by false shepherds (11:4–17). The second burden (12–14) concerns the second advent of Christ and the acceptance of Israel’s King. The nations will attack Jerusalem, but the Messiah will come and deliver His people (12). They will be cleansed of impurity and falsehood (13), and the Messiah will come in power to judge the nations and reign in Jerusalem over the whole earth (14).
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CHAPTER 1

The Call to Repentance—Ezra 5:1

1In the eighth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came Rto Zechariah the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying, 

2“The LORD has been very angry with your fathers.

3“Therefore say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Return Rto Me, ” says the LORD of hosts, “and I will return to you, ” says the LORD of hosts.

4“Do not be like your fathers, Rto whom the former prophets preached, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts: R“Turn now from your evil ways and your evil deeds.” ’ But they did not hear nor heed Me, ” says the LORD.

5“Your fathers, where are they?

And the prophets, do they live forever?

6Yet surely RMy words and My statutes, 

Which I commanded My servants the prophets, 

Did they not overtake your fathers?

“So they returned and said:

R‘Just as the LORD of hosts determined to do to us, 

According to our ways and according to our deeds, 

So He has dealt with us.’ ” ’ ”

The Horses Among the Myrtle Trees

7On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, which is the month Shebat, in the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to Zechariah the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet:

8I saw by night, and behold, a man riding on a red horse, and it stood among the myrtle trees in the hollow; and behind him were horses: red, sorrel, and white.

9Then I said, R“My lord, what are these?” So the angel who talked with me said to me, “I will show you what they are.”

10And the man who stood among the myrtle trees answered and said, R“These are the ones whom the LORD has sent to walk to and fro throughout the earth.”

11RSo they answered the Angel of the LORD, who stood among the myrtle trees, and said, “We have walked to and fro throughout the earth, and behold, all the earth is resting quietly.”

12Then the Angel of the LORD answered and said, “O LORD of hosts, Rhow long will You not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against which You were angry these seventy years?”

13And the LORD answered the angel who talked to me, with Rgood and comforting words.

14So the angel who spoke with me said to me, T“Proclaim, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“I am Rzealous for Jerusalem

And for Zion with great zeal.

15I am exceedingly angry with the nations at ease;

For RI was a little angry, 

And they helped—but with evil intent.”

16‘Therefore thus says the LORD:

“I am returning to Jerusalem with mercy;

My Rhouse Rshall be built in it, ” says the LORD of hosts, 

“And Ra surveyor’s line shall be stretched out over Jerusalem.” ’

17“Again proclaim, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“My cities shall again Tspread out through prosperity;

The LORD will again comfort Zion, 

And will again choose Jerusalem.” ’ ”

The Four Horns and Four Craftsmen

18Then I raised my eyes and looked, and there were four Rhorns.

19And I said to the angel who talked with me, “What are these?” So he answered me, R“These are the horns that have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.”

20Then the LORD showed me four craftsmen.

21And I said, “What are these coming to do?” So he said, “These are the horns that scattered Judah, so that no one could lift up his head; but the craftsmen* are coming to terrify them, to cast out the horns of the nations that Rlifted up their horn against the land of Judah to scatter it.”




CHAPTER 2

The Man with the Measuring Line

1Then I raised my eyes and looked, and behold, Ra man with a measuring line in his hand.

2So I said, “Where are you going?” And he said to me, “To measure Jerusalem, to see what is its width and what is its length.”

3And there was the angel who talked with me, going out; and another angel was coming out to meet him, 

4who said to him, “Run, speak to this young man, saying: ‘Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls, because of the multitude of men and livestock in it.

5‘For I, ’ says the LORD, ‘will be Ra wall of fire all around her, Rand I will be the glory in her midst.’ ”

6“Up, up! Flee Rfrom the land of the north, ” says the LORD; “for I have Rspread you abroad like the four winds of heaven, ” says the LORD.

7“Up, Zion! REscape, you who dwell with the daughter of Babylon.”

8For thus says the LORD of hosts: “He sent Me after glory, to the nations which plunder you; for he who Rtouches you touches the apple of His eye.

9“For surely I will Rshake My hand against them, and they shall become spoil for their servants. Then you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent Me.

10R“Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion! For behold, I am coming and I will dwell in your midst, ” says the LORD.

11R“Many nations shall be joined to the LORD Rin that day, and they shall become My people. And I will dwell in your midst. Then you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent Me to you.

12“And the LORD will take possession of Judah as His inheritance in the Holy Land, and will again choose Jerusalem.

13“Be silent, all flesh, before the LORD, for He is aroused from His holy habitation!”




CHAPTER 3

The Cleansing of Joshua, the High Priest

1Then he showed me RJoshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the LORD, and RSatan standing at his right hand to oppose him.

2And the LORD said to Satan, R“The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?”

3Now Joshua was clothed with Rfilthy garments, and was standing before the Angel.

4Then He answered and spoke to those who stood before Him, saying, “Take away the filthy garments from him.” And to him He said, “See, I have removed your iniquity from you, Rand I will clothe you with rich robes.”

5And I said, “Let them put a clean turban on his head.” So they put a clean turban on his head, and they put the clothes on him. And the Angel of the LORD stood by.

6Then the Angel of the LORD admonished Joshua, saying, 

7“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

‘If you will walk in My ways, 

And if you will keep My command, 

Then you shall also judge My house, 

And likewise have charge of My courts;

I will give you places to walk

Among these who Rstand here.

8‘Hear, O Joshua, the high priest, 

You and your companions who sit before you, 

For they are a wondrous sign;

For behold, I am bringing forth RMy Servant the BRANCH.

9For behold, the stone

That I have laid before Joshua:

Upon the stone are Rseven eyes.

Behold, I will engrave its inscription, ’

Says the LORD of hosts, 

‘And RI will remove the iniquity of that land in one day.

10In that day, ’ says the LORD of hosts, 

‘Everyone will invite his neighbor

Under his vine and under his fig tree.’ ”




CHAPTER 4

The Golden Lampstand and Olive Trees

1Now the angel who talked with me came back and wakened me, Ras a man who is wakened out of his sleep.

2And he said to me, “What do you see?” So I said, “I am looking, and there is Ra lampstand of solid gold with a bowl on top of it, Rand on the stand seven lamps with seven pipes to the seven lamps.

3“Two olive trees are by it, one at the right of the bowl and the other at its left.”

4So I answered and spoke to the angel who talked with me, saying, “What are these, my lord?”

5Then the angel who talked with me answered and said to me, “Do you not know what these are?” And I said, “No, my lord.”

6So he answered and said to me:

“This is the word of the LORD to RZerubbabel:

R‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, ’

Says the LORD of hosts.

7‘Who are you, RO great mountain?

Before Zerubbabel you shall become a plain!

And he shall bring forth the capstone

With shouts of “Grace, grace to it!” ’ ”

8Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying:

9“The hands of Zerubbabel

RHave laid the foundation of this temple;*

His hands shall also finish it.

Then Ryou will know

That the RLORD of hosts has sent Me to you.

10For who has despised the day of Rsmall things?

For these seven rejoice to see

The Tplumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel.

RThey are the eyes of the LORD, 

Which scan to and fro throughout the whole earth.”

11Then I answered and said to him, “What are these Rtwo olive trees—at the right of the lampstand and at its left?”

12And I further answered and said to him, “What are these two olive branches that drip into the receptacles* of the two gold pipes from which the golden oil drains?”

13Then he answered me and said, “Do you not know what these are?” And I said, “No, my lord.”

14So he said, R“These are the two anointed ones, Rwho stand beside the Lord of the whole earth.”




CHAPTER 5

The Flying Scroll

1Then I turned and raised my eyes, and saw there a flying Rscroll.

2And he said to me, “What do you see?” So I answered, “I see a flying scroll. Its length is twenty cubits and its width ten cubits.”

3Then he said to me, “This is the Rcurse that goes out over the face of the whole earth: ‘Every thief shall be expelled, ’ according to this side of the scroll; and, ‘Every perjurer shall be expelled, ’ according to that side of it.”

4“I will send out the curse, ” says the LORD of hosts;

“It shall enter the house of the thief

And the house of Rthe one who swears falsely by My name.

It shall remain in the midst of his house

And consume Rit, with its timber and stones.”

The Woman in the Basket

5Then the angel who talked with me came out and said to me, “Lift your eyes now, and see what this is that goes forth.”

6So I asked, “What is it?” And he said, “It is a basket* that is going forth.” He also said, “This is their resemblance throughout the earth:

7“Here is a lead disc lifted up, and this is a woman sitting inside the basket”;

8then he said, “This is Wickedness!” And he thrust her down into the basket, and threw the lead cover* over its mouth.

9Then I raised my eyes and looked, and there were two women, coming with the wind in their wings; for they had wings like the wings of a stork, and they lifted up the basket between earth and heaven.

10So I said to the angel who talked with me, “Where are they carrying the basket?”

11And he said to me, “To Rbuild a house for it in Rthe land of Shinar;* when it is ready, the basket will be set there on its base.”




CHAPTER 6

The Four Chariots

1Then I turned and raised my eyes and looked, and behold, four chariots were coming from between two mountains, and the mountains were mountains of bronze.

2With the first chariot were red horses, with the second chariot black horses, 

3with the third chariot white horses, and with the fourth chariot dappled horses—strong steeds.

4Then I answered Rand said to the angel who talked with me, “What are these, my lord?”

5And the angel answered and said to me, R“These are four spirits of heaven, who go out from their Rstation before the Lord of all the earth.

6T“The one with the black horses is going to Rthe north country, the white are going after them, and the dappled are going toward the south country.”

7Then the strong steeds went out, eager to go, that they might walk to and fro throughout the earth. And He said, “Go, walk to and fro throughout the earth.” So they walked to and fro throughout the earth.

8And He called to me, and spoke to me, saying, “See, those who go toward the north country have given rest to My RSpirit in the north country.”

The Crowning of Joshua

9Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying:

10“Receive the gift from the captives—from Heldai, Tobijah, and Jedaiah, who have come from Babylon—and go the same day and enter the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah.

11“Take the silver and gold, make RanT elaborate crown, and set it on the head of RJoshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest.

12“Then speak to him, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, saying:

“Behold, Rthe Man whose name is the RBRANCH!

From His place He shall Tbranch out, 

RAnd He shall build the temple of the LORD;

13Yes, He shall build the temple of the LORD.

He Rshall bear the glory, 

And shall sit and rule on His throne;

So He shall be a priest on His throne, 

And the counsel of peace shall be between Tthem both.” ’

14“Now the Telaborate crown shall be Rfor a memorial in the temple of the LORD for Helem, * Tobijah, Jedaiah, and Hen the son of Zephaniah.

15“Even those from afar shall come and build the temple of the LORD. Then you shall know that the LORD of hosts has sent Me to you. And this shall come to pass if you diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God.”




CHAPTER 7

The Question of Fasting

1Now in the fourth year of King Darius it came to pass that the word of the LORD came to Zechariah, on the fourth day of the ninth month, Chislev, 

2when the people* sent Sherezer, * with Regem-Melech and his men, to the house of God, * to pray before the LORD, 

3and to Rask the priests who were in the house of the LORD of hosts, and the prophets, saying, “Should I weep in Rthe fifth month and Tfast as I have done for so many years?”

Rebuke of Hypocrisy

4Then the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying, 

5“Say to all the people of the land, and to the priests: ‘When you Rfasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh months Rduring those seventy years, did you really fast Rfor Me—for Me?

6‘When you eat and when you drink, do you not eat and drink for yourselves?

7‘Should you not have obeyed the words which the LORD proclaimed through the Rformer prophets when Jerusalem and the cities around it were inhabited and prosperous, and Rthe South* and the Lowland were inhabited?’ ”

Repent of Disobedience

8Then the word of the LORD came to Zechariah, saying, 

9“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

R‘Execute true justice, 

Show Tmercy and compassion

Everyone to his brother.

10RDo not oppress the widow or the fatherless, 

The alien or the poor.

RLet none of you plan evil in his heart

Against his brother.’

11“But they refused to heed, Rshrugged their shoulders, and Rstopped their ears so that they could not hear.

12“Yes, they made their hearts like flint, refusing to hear the law and the words which the LORD of hosts had sent by His Spirit through the former prophets. Thus great wrath came from the LORD of hosts.

13“Therefore it happened, that just as He proclaimed and they would not hear, so Rthey called out and I would not listen, ” says the LORD of hosts.

14“But RI scattered them with a whirlwind among all the nations which they had not known. Thus the land became desolate after them, so that no one passed through or returned; for they made the pleasant land desolate.”




CHAPTER 8

Restoration of Israel

1Again the word of the LORD of hosts came, saying, 

2“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

‘I am zealous for Zion with great zeal;

With great fervor I am zealous for her.’

3“Thus says the LORD:

R‘I will return to Zion, 

And Rdwell in the midst of Jerusalem.

Jerusalem Rshall be called the City of Truth, 

RThe Mountain of the LORD of hosts, 

RThe Holy Mountain.’

4“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

R‘Old men and old women shall again sit

In the streets of Jerusalem, 

Each one with his staff in his hand

Because of Tgreat age.

5The streets of the city

Shall be Rfull of boys and girls

Playing in its streets.’

6“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

‘If it is marvelous in the eyes of the remnant of this people in these days, 

RWill it also be marvelous in My eyes?’

Says the LORD of hosts.

7“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

‘Behold, RI will save My people from the land of the Teast

And from the land of the west;

8I will Rbring them back, 

And they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem.

They shall be My people

And I will be their God, 

RIn truth and righteousness.’

9“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

R‘Let your hands be strong, 

You who have been hearing in these days

These words by the mouth of Rthe prophets, 

Who spoke in Rthe day the foundation was laid

For the house of the LORD of hosts, 

That the temple might be built.

10For before these days

There were no Rwages for man nor any hire for beast;

There was no peace from the enemy for whoever went out or came in;

For I set all men, everyone, against his neighbor.

11R‘But now I will not treat the remnant of this people as in the former days, ’ says the LORD of hosts.

12‘ForR the seed shall be prosperous, 

The vine shall give its fruit, 

RThe ground shall give her increase, 

And Rthe heavens shall give their dew—

I will cause the remnant of this people

To possess all these.

13And it shall come to pass

That just as you were Ra curse among the nations, 

O house of Judah and house of Israel, 

So I will save you, and Ryou shall be a blessing.

Do not fear, 

Let your hands be strong.’

14“For thus says the LORD of hosts:

R‘Just as I determined to Tpunish you

When your fathers provoked Me to wrath, ’

Says the LORD of hosts, 

R‘And I would not relent, 

15So again in these days

I am determined to do good

To Jerusalem and to the house of Judah.

Do not fear.

16These are the things you shall Rdo:

RSpeak each man the truth to his neighbor;

Give judgment in your gates for truth, justice, and peace;

17RLet none of you think evil in your* heart against your neighbor;

And do not love a false oath.

For all these are things that I hate, ’

Says the LORD.”

Rejoice in Israel’s Future

18Then the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying, 

19“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

R‘The fast of the fourth month, 

RThe fast of the fifth, 

RThe fast of the seventh, 

RAnd the fast of the tenth, 

Shall be Rjoy and gladness and cheerful feasts

For the house of Judah.

Therefore love truth and peace.’

20“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

‘Peoples shall yet come, 

Inhabitants of many cities;

21The inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, 

R“Let us continue to go and pray before the LORD, 

And seek the LORD of hosts.

I myself will go also.”

22Yes, Rmany peoples and strong nations

Shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, 

And to pray before the LORD.’

23“Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘In those days ten men from every language of the nations shall grasp the sleeve of a Jewish man, saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.” ’ ”




CHAPTER 9

Judgment on Surrounding Nations

1The burden* of the word of the LORD Against the land of Hadrach, 

And RDamascus its resting place

(For Rthe eyes of men

And all the tribes of Israel

Are on the LORD);

2Also against RHamath, which borders on it, 

And against RTyre and RSidon, though they are very wise.

3For Tyre built herself a tower, 

Heaped up silver like the dust, 

And gold like the mire of the streets.

4Behold, the Lord will cast her out;

He will destroy her power in the sea, 

And she will be devoured by fire.

5Ashkelon shall see it and fear;

Gaza also shall be very sorrowful;

And REkron, for He dried up her expectation.

The king shall perish from Gaza, 

And Ashkelon shall not be inhabited.

6“A mixed race shall settle Rin Ashdod, 

And I will cut off the pride of the RPhilistines.

7I will take away the blood from his mouth, 

And the abominations from between his teeth.

But he who remains, even he shall be for our God, 

And shall be like a leader in Judah, 

And Ekron like a Jebusite.

8RI will camp around My house

Because of the army, 

Because of him who passes by and him who returns.

No more shall an oppressor pass through them, 

For now I have seen with My eyes.

First Coming of the Messiah

9“Rejoice Rgreatly, O daughter of Zion!

Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!

Behold, your King is coming to you;

He is just and having salvation, 

Lowly and riding on a donkey, 

A colt, the foal of a donkey.

Second Coming of the Messiah

10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim

And the horse from Jerusalem;

The Rbattle bow shall be cut off.

He shall speak Rpeace to the nations;

His dominion shall be ‘from sea to sea, 

And from the River to the ends of the earth.’*

11“As for you also, 

Because of the blood of your covenant, 

I will set your Rprisoners free from the waterless pit.

12Return to the stronghold, 

RYou prisoners of hope.

Even today I declare

That I will restore double to you.

13For I have bent Judah, My bow, 

Fitted the bow with Ephraim, 

And raised up your sons, O Zion, 

Against your sons, O Greece, 

And made you like the sword of a mighty man.”

14Then the LORD will be seen over them, 

And RHis arrow will go forth like lightning.

The Lord GOD will blow the trumpet, 

And go with whirlwinds from the south.

15The LORD of hosts will Rdefend them;

They shall devour and subdue with slingstones.

They shall drink and roar as if with wine;

They shall be filled with blood like Tbasins, 

Like the corners of the altar.

16The LORD their God will Rsave them in that day, 

As the flock of His people.

For Rthey shall be like the Tjewels of a crown, 

Lifted like a banner over His land—

17For Rhow great is its* goodness

And how great its* beauty!

Grain shall make the young men thrive, 

And new wine the young women.




CHAPTER 10

1Ask Rthe LORD for rain In the time of the latter rain.*

The LORD will make flashing clouds;

He will give them showers of rain, 

Grass in the field for everyone.

2For the idols* speak delusion;

The diviners envision Rlies, 

And tell false dreams;

They Rcomfort in vain.

Therefore the people wend their way like Rsheep;

They are Tin trouble Rbecause there is no shepherd.

3“My anger is kindled against the Rshepherds, 

RAnd I will punish the Tgoatherds.

For the LORD of hosts Rwill visit His flock, 

The house of Judah, 

And Rwill make them as His royal horse in the battle.

4From him comes the cornerstone, 

From him Rthe tent peg, 

From him the battle bow, 

From him every ruler* together.

5They shall be like mighty men, 

Who Rtread down their enemies

In the mire of the streets in the battle.

They shall fight because the LORD is with them, 

And the riders on horses shall be put to shame.

6“I will strengthen the house of Judah, 

And I will save the house of Joseph.

RI will bring them back, 

Because I Rhave mercy on them.

They shall be as though I had not cast them aside;

For I am the LORD their God, 

And I Rwill hear them.

7Those of Ephraim shall be like a mighty man, 

And their Rheart shall rejoice as if with wine.

Yes, their children shall see it and be glad;

Their heart shall rejoice in the LORD.

8I will Rwhistle for them and gather them, 

For I will redeem them;

RAnd they shall increase as they once increased.

9“IR will sow them among the peoples, 

And they shall Rremember Me in far countries;

They shall live, together with their children, 

And they shall return.

10RI will also bring them back from the land of Egypt, 

And gather them from Assyria.

I will bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon, 

Until no more room is found for them.

11RHe shall pass through the sea with affliction, 

And strike the waves of the sea:

All the depths of the River* shall dry up.

Then Rthe pride of Assyria shall be brought down, 

And the scepter of Egypt shall depart.

12“So I will strengthen them in the LORD, 

And Rthey shall walk up and down in His name, ”

Says the LORD.




CHAPTER 11

Rejection of the Messiah

1Open your doors, O Lebanon, That fire may devour your cedars.

2Wail, O cypress, for the Rcedar has fallen, 

Because the mighty trees are ruined.

Wail, O oaks of Bashan, 

For the thick forest has come down.

3There is the sound of wailing Rshepherds!

For their glory is in ruins.

There is the sound of roaring lions!

For the pride* of the Jordan is in ruins.

4Thus says the LORD my God, “Feed the flock for slaughter, 

5“whose owners slaughter them and Rfeel no guilt; those who sell them say, ‘Blessed be the LORD, for I am rich’; and their shepherds do not pity them.

6“For I will no longer pity the inhabitants of the land, ” says the LORD. “But indeed I will give everyone into his neighbor’s hand and into the hand of his king. They shall Tattack the land, and I will not deliver them from their hand.”

7So I fed the flock for slaughter, in particular Rthe poor of the flock.* I took for myself two staffs: the one I called Beauty, * and the other I called Bonds;* and I fed the flock.

8I dismissed the three shepherds Rin one month. My soul loathed them, and their soul also abhorred me.

9Then I said, “I will not feed you. RLet what is dying die, and what is perishing perish. Let those that are left eat each other’s flesh.”

10And I took my staff, Beauty, and cut it in two, that I might break the covenant which I had made with all the peoples.

11So it was broken on that day. Thus the poor* of the flock, who were watching me, knew that it was the word of the LORD.

12Then I said to them, “If it is agreeable to you, give me my wages; and if not, refrain.” So they Rweighed out for my wages thirty pieces of silver.

13And the LORD said to me, “Throw it to the Rpotter”—that princely price they set on me. So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the LORD for the potter.

14Then I cut in two my other staff, TBonds, that I might break the brotherhood between Judah and Israel.

15And the LORD said to me, R“Next, take for yourself the implements of a foolish shepherd.

16“For indeed I will raise up a shepherd in the land who will not care for those who are cut off, nor seek the young, nor heal those that are broken, nor feed those that still stand. But he will eat the flesh of the fat and tear their hooves in Rpieces.

17“WoeR to the worthless shepherd, 

Who leaves the flock!

A sword shall be against his arm

And against his right eye;

His arm shall completely wither, 

And his right eye shall be totally blinded.”




CHAPTER 12

Physical Salvation of Judah

1The burden* of the word of the LORD against Israel. Thus says the LORD, Rwho stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation of the earth, and Rforms the spirit of man within him:

2“Behold, I will make Jerusalem Ra cup of Tdrunkenness to all the surrounding peoples, when they lay siege against Judah and Jerusalem.

3“And it shall happen in that day that I will make Jerusalem Ra very heavy stone for all peoples; all who would heave it away will surely be cut in pieces, though all nations of the earth are gathered against it.

4“In that day, ” says the LORD, “I will strike every horse with confusion, and its rider with madness; I will open My eyes on the house of Judah, and will strike every horse of the peoples with blindness.

5“And the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, ‘The inhabitants of Jerusalem are my strength in the LORD of hosts, their God.’

6“In that day I will make the governors of Judah Rlike a firepan in the woodpile, and like a fiery torch in the sheaves; they shall devour all the surrounding peoples on the right hand and on the left, but Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place—Jerusalem.

7“The LORD will save the tents of Judah first, so that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem shall not become greater than that of Judah.

8“In that day the LORD will defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; the one who is feeble among them in that day shall be like David, and the house of David shall be like God, like the Angel of the LORD before them.

9“It shall be in that day that I will seek to Rdestroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.

Spiritual Salvation of Judah

10“And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will Rlook on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn.

11“In that day there shall be a great mourning in Jerusalem, like the mourning at Hadad Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo.*

12“And the land shall mourn, every family by itself: the family of the house of David by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of the house of RNathan by itself, and their wives by themselves; 

13“the family of the house of Levi by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of Shimei by itself, and their wives by themselves;

14“all the families that remain, every family by itself, and their wives by themselves.




CHAPTER 13

1“In that Rday Ra fountain shall be opened for the house of David and for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for Runcleanness.

2“It shall be in that day, ” says the LORD of hosts, “that I will Rcut off the names of the idols from the land, and they shall no longer be remembered. I will also cause Rthe prophets and the unclean spirit to depart from the land.

3“It shall come to pass that if anyone still prophesies, then his father and mother who begot him will say to him, ‘You shall Rnot live, because you have spoken lies in the name of the LORD.’ And his father and mother who begot him shall thrust him through when he prophesies.

4“And it shall be in that day that Revery prophet will be ashamed of his vision when he prophesies; they will not wear Ra robe of coarse hair to deceive.

5R“But he will say, ‘I am no prophet, I am a farmer; for a man taught me to keep cattle from my youth.’

6“And one will say to him, R‘What are these wounds between your arms?’* Then he will answer, ‘Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends.’

7“Awake, O sword, against RMy Shepherd, 

Against the Man Rwho is My Companion, ”

Says the LORD of hosts.

R“Strike the Shepherd, 

And the sheep will be scattered;

Then I will turn My hand against Rthe little ones.

8And it shall come to pass in all the land, ”

Says the LORD, 

“That Rtwo-thirds in it shall be cut off and die, 

But one-third shall be left in it:

9I will bring the one-third Rthrough the fire, 

Will refine them as silver is refined, 

And test them as gold is tested.

RThey will call on My name, 

And I will answer them.

RI will say, ‘This is My people’;

And each one will say, ‘The LORD is my God.’ ”




CHAPTER 14

Final Siege of Jerusalem

1 Behold, Rthe day of the LORD is coming, And your Tspoil will be divided in your midst.

2For RI will gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem;

The city shall be taken, 

The houses Trifled, 

And the women ravished.

Half of the city shall go into captivity, 

But the remnant of the people shall not be cut off from the city.

Second Coming of the Messiah

3Then the LORD will go forth

And fight against those nations, 

As He fights in the day of battle.

4And in that day His feet will stand Ron the Mount of Olives, 

Which faces Jerusalem on the east.

And the Mount of Olives shall be split in two, 

From east to west, 

RMaking a very large valley;

Half of the mountain shall move toward the north

And half of it toward the south.

5Then you shall flee through My mountain valley, 

For the mountain valley shall reach to Azal.

Yes, you shall flee

As you fled from the earthquake

In the days of Uzziah king of Judah.

Thus the LORD my God will come, 

And all the saints with You.*

6It shall come to pass in that day

That there will be no light;

The lights will diminish.

7It shall be one day

RWhich is known to the LORD—

Neither day nor night.

But at Revening time it shall happen

That it will be light.

8And in that day it shall be

That living Rwaters shall flow from Jerusalem, 

Half of them toward Tthe eastern sea

And half of them toward Tthe western sea;

In both summer and winter it shall occur.

Kingdom of the Messiah

9And the LORD shall be RKing over all the earth.

In that day it shall be—

“The LORD is one, ”*

And His name one.

10All the land shall be turned into a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem. Jerusalem* shall be raised up and Rinhabited in her place from Benjamin’s Gate to the place of the First Gate and the Corner Gate, Rand from the Tower of Hananel to the king’s winepresses.

11The people shall dwell in it;

And Rno longer shall there be utter destruction, 

But Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited.

12And this shall be the plague with which the LORD will strike all the people who fought against Jerusalem:

Their flesh shall Tdissolve while they stand on their feet, 

Their eyes shall dissolve in their sockets, 

And their tongues shall dissolve in their mouths.

13It shall come to pass in that day

That Ra great panic from the LORD will be among them.

Everyone will seize the hand of his neighbor, 

And raise Rhis hand against his neighbor’s hand;

14Judah also will fight at Jerusalem.

RAnd the wealth of all the surrounding nations

Shall be gathered together:

Gold, silver, and apparel in great abundance.

15RSuch also shall be the plague

On the horse and the mule, 

On the camel and the donkey, 

And on all the cattle that will be in those camps.

So shall this plague be.

16And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles.

17And it shall be that whichever of the families of the earth do not come up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, on them there will be no rain.

18If the family of REgypt will not come up and enter in, they shall have no rain; they shall receive the plague with which the LORD strikes the nations who do not come up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles.

19This shall be the Tpunishment of Egypt and the punishment of all the nations that do not come up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles.

20In that day R“HOLINESS TO THE LORD” shall be engraved on the bells of the horses. The pots in the LORD’s house shall be like the bowls before the altar.

21Yes, every pot in Jerusalem and Judah shall be holiness to the LORD of hosts.* Everyone who sacrifices shall come and take them and cook in them. In that day there shall no longer be a Canaanite Rin the house of the LORD of hosts.




The Book of Malachi
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THE BOOK OF MALACHI

Malachi, a prophet in the days of Nehemiah, directs his message of judgment to a people plagued with corrupt priests, wicked practices, and a false sense of security in their privileged relationship with God. Using the question-and-answer method, Malachi probes deeply into their problems of hypocrisy, infidelity, mixed marriages, divorce, false worship, and arrogance. So sinful has the nation become that God’s words to the people no longer have any impact. For four hundred years after Malachi’s ringing condemnations, God remains silent. Only with the coming of John the Baptist (3:1) does God again communicate to His people through a prophet’s voice.

The meaning of the name Mal’aki (“My Messenger”) is probably a shortened form of Mal’akya, “Messenger of Yahweh”; and it is appropriate to the book, which speaks of the coming of the “messenger of the covenant” (“messenger” is mentioned three times in 2:7; 3:1). The Septuagint used the title Malachias even though it also translated it “by the hand of his messenger.” The Latin title is Maleachi.
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THE AUTHOR OF MALACHI

The only Old Testament mention of Malachi is in 1:1. The authorship, date, and unity of Malachi have never been seriously challenged. The unity of the book can be seen in the dialectic style that binds it together. Nothing is known of Malachi (not even his father’s name), but a Jewish tradition says that he was a member of the Great Synagogue (see “The Author of Zechariah”).
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THE TIME OF MALACHI

Although an exact date cannot be established for Malachi, internal evidence can be used to deduce an approximate date. The Persian term for governor, pechah (1:8; cf. Neh. 5:14; Hag. 1:1, 14; 2:21), indicates that this book was written during the Persian domination of Israel (539–333 B.C.). Sacrifices were being offered in the temple (1:7–10; 3:8), which was rebuilt in 516 B.C. Evidently many years had passed since the offerings were instituted, because the priests had grown tired of them and corruptions had crept into the system. In addition, Malachi’s oracle was inspired by the same problems that Nehemiah faced: corrupt priests (1:6–2:9; Neh. 13:1–9), neglect of tithes and offerings (3:7–12; Neh. 13:10–13), and intermarriage with pagan wives (2:10–16; Neh. 13:23–28). Nehemiah came to Jerusalem in 444 B.C. to rebuild the city walls, thirteen years after Ezra’s return and reforms (457 B.C.). Nehemiah returned to Persia in 432 B.C., but came back to Palestine about 425 B.C. and dealt with the sins described in Malachi. It is therefore likely that Malachi proclaimed his message while Nehemiah was absent between 432 B.C. and 425 B.C., almost a century after Haggai and Zechariah began to prophesy (520 B.C.).
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THE CHRIST OF MALACHI

The Book of Malachi is the prelude to four hundred years of prophetic silence, broken finally by the words of the next prophet, John the Baptist: “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29). Malachi predicts the coming of the messenger who will clear the way before the Lord (3:1; cf. Is. 40:3). John the Baptist later fulfills this prophecy, but the next few verses (3:2–5) jump ahead to Christ in His second advent. This is also true of the prophecy of the appearance of “Elijah the prophet” (4:5). John the Baptist was this Elijah (Matt. 3:3; 11:10–14; 17:9–13; Mark 1:3; 9:10, 11; Luke 1:17; 3:4; John 1:23), but Elijah will also appear before the second coming of Christ.
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KEYS TO MALACHI

Key Word: An Appeal to Backsliders—The divine dialogue in Malachi’s prophecy is designed as an appeal to break through the barrier of Israel’s disbelief, disappointment, and discouragement. The promised time of prosperity has not yet come, and the prevailing attitude that it is not worth serving God becomes evident in their moral and religious corruption. However, God reveals His continuing love in spite of Israel’s lethargy. His appeal in this oracle is for the people and priests to stop and realize that their lack of blessing is not caused by God’s lack of concern, but by their disobedience of the covenant law. When they repent and return to God with sincere hearts, the obstacles to the flow of divine blessing will be removed. Malachi also reminds the people that a day of reckoning will surely come when God will judge the righteous and the wicked.

Key Verses: Malachi 2:17–3:1; 4:5, 6—“You have wearied the LORD with your words; yet you say, ‘In what way have we wearied Him?’ In that you say, ‘Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the LORD, and He delights in them’ or, ‘Where is the God of justice?’ ”

“ ‘Behold, I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight. Behold, He is coming, ’ says the LORD of hosts” (2:17–3:1).

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. And he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the earth with a curse” (4:5, 6).

Key Chapter: Malachi 3—The last book of the Old Testament concludes with a dramatic prophecy of the coming of the Lord and John the Baptist: “I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way before Me” (3:1). Israel flocked to the Jordan four hundred years later when “the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD’ ” (Matt. 3:3) was heard, breaking the long silence of prophetic revelation. Malachi 3 and 4 record the coming of the Messiah and His forerunner.
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SURVEY OF MALACHI

The great prophecies of Haggai and Zechariah are not yet fulfilled, and the people of Israel become disillusioned and doubtful. They begin to question God’s providence as their faith imperceptibly degenerates into cynicism. Internally, they wonder whether it is worth serving God after all. Externally, these attitudes surface in mechanical observances, empty ritual, cheating on tithes and offerings, and crass indifference to God’s moral and ceremonial law. Their priests are corrupt and their practices wicked, but they are so spiritually insensitive that they wonder why they are not being blessed by God.

Using a probing series of questions and answers, God seeks to pierce their hearts of stone. In each case the divine accusations are denied: How has God loved us? (1:2–5); How have we (priests) despised God’s name? (1:6–2:9); How have we (people) profaned the covenant? (2:10–16); How have we wearied God? (2:17–3:6); How have we robbed God? (3:7–12); How have we spoken against God? (3:13–15). In effect, the people sneer, “Oh, come on now: it’s not that bad!” However, their rebellion is quiet, not open. As their perception of God grows dim, the resulting materialism and externalism become settled characteristics that later grip the religious parties of the Pharisees and Sadducees. In spite of all this, God still loves His people and once again extends His grace to any who will humbly turn to Him. Malachi explores: the privilege of the nation (1:1–5), the pollution of the nation (1:6–3:15), and the promise to the nation (3:16–4:6).

The Privilege of the Nation (1:1–5): The Israelites blind themselves to God’s love for them. Wallowing in the problems of the present, they are forgetful of God’s works for them in the past. God gives them a reminder of His special love by contrasting the fates of Esau (Edom) and Jacob (Israel).

The Pollution of the Nation (1:6–3:15): The priests have lost all respect for God’s name and in their greed offer only diseased and imperfect animals on the altar. They have more respect for the Persian governor than they do for the living God. Moreover, God is withholding His blessings from them because of their disobedience to God’s covenant and because of their insincere teaching.

The people are indicted for their treachery in divorcing the wives of their youth in order to marry foreign women (2:10–16). In response to their questioning the justice of God, they receive a promise of the Messiah’s coming but also a warning of the judgment that He will bring (2:17–3:6). The people have robbed God of the tithes and offerings due Him, but God is ready to bless them with abundance if they will put Him first (3:7–12). The final problem is the arrogant challenge to the character of God (3:13–15), and this challenge is answered in the remainder of the book.

The Promise to the Nation (3:16–4:6): The Lord assures His people that a time is coming when the wicked will be judged and those who fear Him will be blessed. The day of the Lord will reveal that it is not “useless to serve God” (3:14).

Malachi ends on the bitter word “curse.” Although the people are finally cured of idolatry, there is little spiritual progress in Israel’s history. Sin abounds, and the need for the coming Messiah is greater than ever.
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OUTLINE OF MALACHI

I. The Privilege of the Nation … 1:1–5

II. The Pollution of the Nation … 1:6–3:15

A. The Sin of the Priests of Israel … 1:6–2:9

1. The Priests Despise the Name of the Lord … 1:6–14

2. The Lord Curses the Priests … 2:1–9

B. The Sin of the People of Israel … 2:10–3:15

1. The People Commit Idolatry … 2:10–13

2. The People Divorce … 2:14–16

3. The Lord Will Judge at His Coming … 2:17–3:5

4. The People Rob God … 3:6–12

5. The People Doubt the Character of God … 3:13–15

III. The Promises to the Nation … 3:16–4:6

A. The Rewards of the Book of Remembrance … 3:16–18

B. The Rewards of the Coming of Christ … 4:1–3

C. The Prophecy of the Coming of Elijah … 4:4–6




CHAPTER 1

The Privilege of the Nation

1The burden* of the word of the LORD to Israel Tby Malachi.

2“IR have loved you, ” says the LORD.

“Yet you say, ‘In what way have You loved us?’

Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?”

Says the LORD.

“Yet RJacob I have loved;

3But Esau I have hated, 

And Rlaid waste his mountains and his heritage

For the jackals of the wilderness.”

4Even though Edom has said, 

“We have been impoverished, 

But we will return and build the desolate places, ”

Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“They may build, but I will Rthrow down;

They shall be called the Territory of Wickedness, 

And the people against whom the LORD will have indignation forever.

5Your eyes shall see, 

And you shall say, 

R‘The LORD is magnified beyond the border of Israel.’

The Priests Despise the Name of the Lord

6“A son Rhonors his father, 

And a servant his master.

RIf then I am the Father, 

Where is My honor?

And if I am a Master, 

Where is My reverence?

Says the LORD of hosts

To you priests who despise My name.

RYet you say, ‘In what way have we despised Your name?’

7“You offer Rdefiled food on My altar, 

But say, 

‘In what way have we defiled You?’

By saying, 

‘The table of the LORD is contemptible.’

8And Rwhen you offer the blind as a sacrifice, 

Is it not evil?

And when you offer the lame and sick, 

Is it not evil?

Offer it then to your governor!

Would he be pleased with you?

Would he Raccept you favorably?”

Says the LORD of hosts.

9“But now entreat God’s favor, 

That He may be gracious to us.

RWhile this is being done by your hands, 

Will He accept you favorably?”

Says the LORD of hosts.

10“Who is there even among you who would shut the doors, 

RSo that you would not kindle fire on My altar in vain?

I have no pleasure in you, ”

Says the LORD of hosts, 

R“Nor will I accept an offering from your hands.

11For Rfrom the rising of the sun, even to its going down, 

My name shall be great Ramong the Gentiles;

RIn every place Rincense shall be offered to My name, 

And a pure offering;

RFor My name shall be great among the nations, ”

Says the LORD of hosts.

12“But you profane it, 

In that you say, 

‘The table of the LORD* is defiled;

And its fruit, its food, is contemptible.’

13You also say, 

‘Oh, what a Rweariness!’

And you sneer at it, ”

Says the LORD of hosts.

“And you bring the stolen, the lame, and the sick;

Thus you bring an offering!

RShould I accept this from your hand?”

Says the LORD.

14“But cursed be Rthe deceiver

Who has in his flock a male, 

And takes a vow, 

But sacrifices to the Lord Rwhat is blemished—

For RI am a great King, ”

Says the LORD of hosts, 

“And My name is to be feared among the nations.




CHAPTER 2

The Lord Curses the Priests

1“And now, O Rpriests, this commandment is for you.

2RIf you will not hear, 

And if you will not take it to heart, 

To give glory to My name, ”

Says the LORD of hosts, 

“I will send a curse upon you, 

And I will curse your blessings.

Yes, I have cursed them already, 

Because you do not take it to heart.

3“Behold, I will rebuke your descendants

And spread refuse on your faces, 

The refuse of your solemn feasts;

And one will take you away with it.

4Then you shall know that I have sent this commandment to you, 

That My covenant with Levi may continue, ”

Says the LORD of hosts.

5“MyR covenant was with him, one of life and peace, 

And I gave them to him Rthat he might fear Me;

So he feared Me

And was reverent before My name.

6The law of truth* was in his mouth, 

And injustice was not found on his lips.

He walked with Me in peace and equity, 

And turned many away from iniquity.

7“ForR the lips of a priest should keep knowledge, 

And people should seek the law from his mouth;

RFor he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts.

8But you have departed from the way;

You Rhave caused many to stumble at the law.

RYou have corrupted the covenant of Levi, ”

Says the LORD of hosts.

9“Therefore RI also have made you contemptible and base

Before all the people, 

Because you have not kept My ways

But have shown partiality in the law.”

The People Commit Idolatry

10RHave we not all one Father?

RHas not one God created us?

Why do we deal treacherously with one another

By profaning the covenant of the fathers?

11Judah has dealt treacherously, 

And an abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem, 

For Judah has Rprofaned

The LORD’s holy institution which He loves:

He has married the daughter of a foreign god.

12May the LORD cut off from the tents of Jacob

The man who does this, being awake and aware, *

Yet Rwho brings an offering to the LORD of hosts!

13And this is the second thing you do:

You cover the altar of the LORD with tears, 

With weeping and crying;

So He does not regard the offering anymore, 

Nor receive it with goodwill from your hands.

The People Divorce

14Yet you say, “For what reason?”

Because the LORD has been witness

Between you and Rthe wife of your youth, 

With whom you have dealt treacherously;

RYet she is your companion

And your wife by covenant.

15But Rdid He not make them one, 

Having a remnant of the Spirit?

And why one?

He seeks Rgodly offspring.

Therefore take heed to your spirit, 

And let none deal treacherously with the wife of his youth.

16“For Rthe LORD God of Israel says

That He hates divorce, 

For it covers one’s garment with violence, ”

Says the LORD of hosts.

“Therefore take heed to your spirit, 

That you do not deal treacherously.”

The Lord Will Judge at His Coming

17RYou have wearied the LORD with your words;

Yet you say, 

“In what way have we wearied Him?”

In that you say, 

R“Everyone who does evil

Is good in the sight of the LORD, 

And He delights in them, ”

Or, “Where is the God of justice?”




CHAPTER 3

1“Behold, RI send My messenger, And he will Rprepare the way before Me.

And the Lord, whom you seek, 

Will suddenly come to His temple, 

REven the Messenger of the covenant, 

In whom you delight.

Behold, RHe is coming, ”

Says the LORD of hosts.

2“But who can endure Rthe day of His coming?

And Rwho can stand when He appears?

For He is like a refiner’s fire

And like launderers’ soap.

3RHe will sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver;

He will purify the sons of Levi, 

And purge them as gold and silver, 

That they may Roffer to the LORD

An offering in righteousness.

4“Then Rthe offering of Judah and Jerusalem

Will be Tpleasant to the LORD, 

As in the days of old, 

As in former years.

5And I will come near you for judgment;

I will be a swift witness

Against sorcerers, 

Against adulterers, 

RAgainst perjurers, 

Against those who Rexploit wage earners and Rwidows and orphans, 

And against those who turn away an alien—

Because they do not fear Me, ”

Says the LORD of hosts.

The People Rob God

6“For I am the LORD, RI do not change;

RTherefore you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob.

7Yet from the days of Ryour fathers

You have gone away from My ordinances

And have not kept them.

RReturn to Me, and I will return to you, ”

Says the LORD of hosts.

R“But you said, 

‘In what way shall we return?’

8“Will a man rob God?

Yet you have robbed Me!

But you say, 

‘In what way have we robbed You?’

RIn tithes and offerings.

9You are cursed with a curse, 

For you have robbed Me, 

Even this whole nation.

10RBring all the tithes into the Rstorehouse, 

That there may be food in My house, 

And try Me now in this, ”

Says the LORD of hosts, 

“If I will not open for you the Rwindows of heaven

And Rpour out for you such blessing

That there will not be room enough to receive it.

11“And I will rebuke Rthe devourer for your sakes, 

So that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, 

Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field, ”

Says the LORD of hosts;

12“And all nations will call you blessed, 

For you will be Ra delightful land, ”

Says the LORD of hosts.

The People Doubt the Character of God

13“YourR words have been Tharsh against Me, ”

Says the LORD, 

“Yet you say, 

‘What have we spoken against You?’

14RYou have said, 

‘It is useless to serve God;

What profit is it that we have kept His ordinance, 

And that we have walked as mourners

Before the LORD of hosts?

15So now Rwe call the proud blessed, 

For those who do wickedness are Traised up;

They even tempt God and go free.’ ”

The Rewards of the Book of Remembrance

16Then those Rwho feared the LORD Rspoke to one another, 

And the LORD listened and heard them;

So Ra book of remembrance was written before Him

For those who fear the LORD

And who meditate on His name.

17“TheyR shall be Mine, ” says the LORD of hosts, 

“On the day that I make them My Rjewels.*

And RI will spare them

As a man spares his own son who serves him.”

18RThen you shall again discern

Between the righteous and the wicked, 

Between one who serves God

And one who does not serve Him.




CHAPTER 4

The Rewards of the Coming of Christ

1“For behold, Rthe day is coming, Burning like an oven, 

And all Rthe proud, yes, all who do wickedly will be Rstubble.

And the day which is coming shall burn them up, ”

Says the LORD of hosts, 

“That will Rleave them neither root nor branch.

2But to you who Rfear My name

The RSun of Righteousness shall arise

With healing in His wings;

And you shall go out

And grow fat like stall-fed calves.

3RYou shall trample the wicked, 

For they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet

On the day that I do this, ”

Says the LORD of hosts.

The Prophecy of the Coming of Elijah

4“Remember the RLaw of Moses, My servant, 

Which I commanded him in Horeb for all Israel, 

With the statutes and judgments.

5Behold, I will send you RElijah the prophet

RBefore the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD.

6And he will turn

The hearts of the fathers to the children, 

And the hearts of the children to their fathers, 

Lest I come and Rstrike the earth with Ra curse.”
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The Gospel According to Matthew
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THE BOOK OF MATTHEW

Matthew is the gospel written by a Jew to Jews about a Jew. Matthew is the writer, his countrymen are the readers, and Jesus Christ is the subject. Matthew’s design is to present Jesus as the King of the Jews, the long-awaited Messiah. Through a carefully selected series of Old Testament quotations, Matthew documents Jesus Christ’s claim to be the Messiah. His genealogy, baptism, messages, and miracles all point to the same inescapable conclusion: Christ is King. Even in His death, seeming defeat is turned to victory by the Resurrection, and the message again echoes forth: the King of the Jews lives.

At an early date this gospel was given the title Kata Matthaion, “According to Matthew.” As this title suggests, other gospel accounts were known at that time (the word “gospel” was added later). Matthew (“Gift of the Lord”) was also surnamed Levi (Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27).
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THE AUTHOR OF MATTHEW

The early church uniformly attributed this gospel to Matthew, and no tradition to the contrary ever emerged. This book was known early and accepted quickly. In his Ecclesiastical History (A.D. 323), Eusebius quoted a statement by Papias (c. A.D. 140) that Matthew wrote logia (“sayings”) in Aramaic. No Aramaic gospel of Matthew has been found, and it is evident that Matthew is not a Greek translation of an Aramaic original. Some believe that Matthew wrote an abbreviated version of Jesus’ sayings in Aramaic before writing his gospel in Greek for a larger circle of readers.

Matthew, the son of Alphaeus (Mark 2:14), occupied the unpopular post of tax collector in Capernaum for the Roman government. As a publican he was no doubt disliked by his Jewish countrymen. When Jesus called him to discipleship (9:9–13; Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27, 28), his quick response probably meant that he had already been stirred by Jesus’ public preaching. He gave a large reception for Jesus in his house so that his associates could meet Jesus. He was chosen as one of the twelve apostles, and the last appearance of his name in the Bible is in Acts 1:13. Matthew’s life from that point on is veiled in tradition.
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THE TIME OF MATTHEW

Like all the gospels, Matthew is not easy to date: suggestions have ranged from A.D. 40 to 140. The two expressions “to this day” (27:8) and “until this day” (28:15) indicate that a substantial period of time has passed since the events described in the book, but they also point to a date prior to the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. The Olivet Discourse (24 and 25) also anticipates this event. The strong Jewish flavor of this gospel is another argument for a date prior to A.D. 70. If Matthew depended on Mark’s gospel as a source, the date of Mark would determine the earliest date for Matthew. The likely time frame for this book is A.D. 58–68. It may have been written in Palestine or Syrian Antioch.
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THE CHRIST OF MATTHEW

Matthew presents Jesus as Israel’s promised messianic King (1:23; 2:2, 6; 3:17; 4:15–17; 21:5, 9; 22:44, 45; 26:64; 27:11, 27–37). The phrase “the kingdom of heaven” appears thirty-two times in Matthew but nowhere else in the New Testament. To show that Jesus fulfills the qualifications for the Messiah, Matthew uses more Old Testament quotations and allusions than any other book (almost 130). Often used in this gospel is the revealing phrase “that what was spoken through the prophet might be fulfilled, ” which does not appear even once in the other gospels. Jesus is the climax of the prophets (12:39, 40; 13:13–15, 35; 17:5–13), “the Son of Man” (24:30ff.), the “Servant” of the Lord (12:17–21), and the “Son of David” (the Davidic reference occurs nine times in Matthew, but only six times in all of the other gospels).
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KEYS TO MATTHEW

Key Word: Jesus the King—A Jewish tax collector named Matthew writes to a Jewish audience to convince them that the King of Jews has come. By quoting repeatedly from the Old Testament, Matthew validates Christ’s claims that He is, in fact, the prophesied Messiah (the Anointed One) of Israel. Everything about this King is unique: His miraculous birth and obscure yet carefully prophesied birthplace, His flight into Egypt, His announcement by John, His battle with Satan in the wilderness, all support the only possible conclusion—Jesus is the culmination of promises delivered by the prophets over a period of a thousand years. Thus God’s redemptive plan is alive and well, even after four hundred years of prophetic silence.

Key Verses: Matthew 16:16–19 and 28:18–20—“Simon Peter answered and said, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven’ ” (16:16–19).

“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’ Amen” (28:18–20).

Key Chapter: Matthew 12—The turning point of Matthew comes in the twelfth chapter when the Pharisees, acting as the leadership of the nation of Israel, formally reject Jesus Christ as the Messiah, saying that His power comes not from God but from Satan. Christ’s ministry changes immediately with His new teaching of parables, increased attention given to His disciples, and His repeated statement that His death is now near.
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SURVEY OF MATTHEW

The Old Testament prophets predicted and longed for the coming of the Anointed One who would enter history to bring redemption and deliverance. The first verse of Matthew succinctly announces the fulfillment of Israel’s hope in the coming of Christ: “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham.” Matthew was placed first in the canon of New Testament books by the early church because it is a natural bridge between the Testaments. This gospel describes the Person and work of Israel’s messianic King. An important part of Matthew’s structure is revealed in the phrase “when Jesus had ended [finished]” (7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1), which is used to conclude the five key discourses of the book: the Sermon on the Mount (5:3–7:27), Instruction of the Disciples (10:5–42), Parables of the Kingdom (13:3–52), Terms of Discipleship (18:3–35), and the Olivet Discourse (24:4–25:46). Matthew can be outlined as follows: the presentation of the King (1:1–4:11); the proclamation of the King (4:12–7:29); the power of the King (8:1–11:1); the progressive rejection of the King (11:2–16:12); the preparation of the King’s disciples (16:13–20:28); the presentation and rejection of the King (20:29–27:66); the proof of the King (28:1–20).

The Presentation of the King (1:1–4:11): The promise to Abraham was that “in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world, is “the Son of Abraham” (1:1). However, He is also “the Son of David”; and as David’s direct descendant, He is qualified to be Israel’s King. The Magi know that the “King of the Jews” (2:2) has been born and come to worship Him. John the Baptist, the messianic forerunner who breaks the four hundred years of prophetic silence, also bears witness of Him (cf. Mal. 3:1). The sinlessness of the King is proved when He overcomes the satanic temptations to disobey the will of the Father.

The Proclamation of the King (4:12–7:29): In this section, Matthew uses a topical rather than a chronological arrangement of his material in order to develop a crucial pattern in Christ’s ministry. The words of the Lord are found in the Sermon on the Mount (5–7). This discourse requires less than fifteen minutes to read, but its brevity has not diminished its profound influence on the world. The Sermon on the Mount presents new laws and standards for God’s people.

The Power of the King (8:1–11:1): The works of the Lord are presented in a series of ten miracles (8 and 9) that reveal His authority over every realm (disease, demons, death, and nature). Thus, the words of the Lord are supported by His works; His claims are verified by His credentials.

The Progressive Rejection of the King (11:2–16:12): Here we note a series of reactions to Christ’s words and works. Because of increasing opposition, Jesus begins to spend proportionately more time with His disciples as He prepares them for His coming death and departure.

The Preparation of the King’s Disciples (16:13–20:28): In a series of discourses, Jesus communicates the significance of accepting or rejecting His offer of righteousness. His teaching in 16:13–21:11 is primarily directed to those who accept Him.

The Presentation and Rejection of the King (20:29–27:66): The majority of Christ’s words in this section are aimed at those who reject their King. The Lord predicts the terrible judgment that will fall on Jerusalem, resulting in the dispersion of the Jewish people. Looking beyond these events (fulfilled in A.D. 70), He also describes His second coming as the Judge and Lord of the earth.

The Proof of the King (28): Authenticating His words and works are the empty tomb, resurrection, and appearances, all proving that Jesus Christ is indeed the prophesied Messiah, the very Son of God.

Christ’s final ministry in Judea (beginning in 19:1) reaches a climax at the Cross as the King willingly gives up His life to redeem sinful persons. Jesus endures awesome human hatred in this great demonstration of divine love (cf. Rom. 5:7, 8). His perfect sacrifice is acceptable, and this gospel concludes with His glorious resurrection.
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OUTLINE OF MATTHEW

Part One: The Presentation of the King (1:1–4:11)

I. The Advent of the King … 1:1–2:23

A. Genealogy of Christ … 1:1–17

B. Birth of Christ … 1:18–25

C. Visit of Wise Men … 2:1–12

D. Flight into Egypt … 2:13–15

E. Herod Kills the Children … 2:16–18

F. Jesus Returns to Nazareth … 2:19–23

II. The Announcer of the King … 3:1–12

A. The Person of John the Baptist … 3:1–6

B. The Preaching of John the Baptist … 3:7–12

III. The Approval of the King … 3:13–4:11

A. Baptism of Jesus … 3:13–17

B. Temptation of Jesus … 4:1–11

1. First Temptation … 4:1–4

2. Second Temptation … 4:5–7

3. Third Temptation … 4:8–11

Part Two: The Proclamation of the King (4:12–7:29)

I. The Background for the Sermon … 4:12–25

A. Jesus Begins His Ministry … 4:12–17

B. Jesus Calls His First Disciples … 4:18–22

C. Jesus Ministers in Galilee … 4:23–25

II. The Sermon on the Mount … 5:1–7:29

A. The Subjects of the Kingdom … 5:1–16

1. The Beatitudes … 5:1–12

2. The Similitudes … 5:13–16

B. The Relationship of Jesus to the Law … 5:17–7:6

1. Jesus Fulfills the Law … 5:17–19

2. Jesus Rejects Pharisaic Interpretation … 5:20–48

3. Jesus Rejects Pharisaic Practices … 6:1–7:6

C. Jesus Instructs on Entering the Kingdom … 7:7–27

1. “Ask, and It Will Be Given”7:7–11

2. Golden Rule … 7:12

3. Two Ways of Life … 7:13, 14

4. False and True Teaching … 7:15–20

5. True Way into the Kingdom … 7:21–23

6. Parable of the Two Builders … 7:24–27

D. Response to the Sermon … 7:28, 29

Part Three: The Power of the King (8:1–11:1)

I. The Demonstration of the King’s Power … 8:1–9:34

A. Miracles of Healing … 8:1–17

1. The Leper Is Cleansed … 8:1–4

2. The Centurion’s Servant Is Healed … 8:5–13

3. Peter’s Mother-in-Law Is Healed … 8:14–17

B. Demands of Discipleship … 8:18–22

C. Miracles of Power … 8:23–9:8

1. The Sea Is Stilled … 8:23–27

2. Demons Are Cast into Swine … 8:28–34

3. The Paralytic Is Forgiven … 9:1–8

D. Distinctions of Disciples … 9:9–17

1. Matthew Is Called … 9:9

2. The Disciples Eat with Sinners … 9:10–13

3. The Disciples Do Not Fast … 9:14–17

E. Miracles of Restoration … 9:18–34

1. Life Is Restored … 9:18–26

2. Sight Is Restored … 9:27–31

3. Speech Is Restored … 9:32–34

II. The Delegation of the King’s Power … 9:35–11:1

A. The Need for Delegation of Power … 9:35–38

B. The Twelve Apostles Are Sent … 10:1–4

C. The Twelve Apostles Are Instructed … 10:5–11:1

Part Four: The Progressive Rejection of the King (11:2–16:12)

I. The Commencement of Rejection … 11:2–30

A. Rejection of John the Baptist … 11:2–15

B. Rejection by Jesus’ Generation … 11:16–19

C. Rejection of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum … 11:20–24

D. Invitation to Come to Jesus … 11:25–30

II. The Rejection of Christ by the Pharisees … 12:1–50

A. Controversy over Sabbath-Labor … 12:1–8

B. Controversy over Sabbath-Healing … 12:9–13

C. Pharisees Plan to Destroy Christ … 12:14–21

D. Pharisees Blaspheme the Holy Spirit … 12:22–30

E. Pharisees Commit the Unpardonable Sin … 12:31–37

F. Pharisees Demand a Sign … 12:38–45

G. Jesus and the True Brethren … 12:46–50

III. The Consequences of the Rejection … 13:1–53

A. Parables Spoken to the Multitude … 13:1–35

1. Parable of the Soils … 13:1–23

2. Parable of the Wheat and Tares … 13:24–30

3. Parable of the Mustard Seed … 13:31, 32

4. Parable of the Leaven … 13:33–35





B. Parables Spoken to the Disciples … 13:36–53

1. Parable of the Tares Explained … 13:36–43

2. Parable of the Hidden Treasure … 13:44

3. Parable of the Pearl of Great Price … 13:45, 46

4. Parable of the Dragnet … 13:47–50

5. Parable of the Householder … 13:51–53

IV. The Continuing Rejection of the King … 13:54–16:12

A. Rejection at Nazareth … 13:54–58

B. Rejection by Herod … 14:1–36

1. Reaction of Herod … 14:1–12

2. Withdrawal of Jesus … 14:13–36

C. Rejection by Scribes and Pharisees … 15:1–39

1. Debate over Tradition … 15:1–20

2. Withdrawal of Jesus … 15:21–39

D. Rejection by Pharisees and Sadducees … 16:1–12

1. Debate over a Sign from Heaven … 16:1–4

2. Withdrawal of Jesus … 16:5–12

Part Five: The Preparation of the King’s Disciples (16:13–20:28)

I. The Revelation in View of Rejection … 16:13–17:13

A. Revelation of the Person of the King … 16:13–17

B. Revelation of the Program of the King … 16:18–17:13

1. Revelation of the Church … 16:18–20

2. Revelation of Jesus’ Death … 16:21–23

3. Revelation of Jesus’ Reward … 16:24–26

4. The Prophecy of the Second Coming … 16:27, 28

5. The Transfiguration … 17:1–13

II. The Instruction in View of Rejection … 17:14–20:28

A. Instruction About Faith … 17:14–21

B. Instruction About Jesus’ Death … 17:22, 23

C. Instruction About Taxes … 17:24–27

D. Instruction About Humility … 18:1–5

E. Instruction About Causing Offense … 18:6–20

1. Punishment of Offenders … 18:6–10

2. Parable of the Lost Sheep … 18:11–14

3. The Offended Brother … 18:15–20

F. Instruction About Forgiveness … 18:21–35

G. Instruction About Divorce … 19:1–15

H. Instruction About Wealth … 19:16–20:16

1. Rich Young Ruler … 19:16–26

2. The Apostles’ Reward … 19:27–30

3. Parable of the Laborers … 20:1–16

I. Instruction About Jesus’ Death … 20:17–19

J. Instruction About Ambition … 20:20–28

Part Six: The Presentation and Rejection of the King (20:29–27:66)

I. The Blind Men Recognize the King … 20:29–34

II. The Public Presentation of the King … 21:1–17

A. The Triumphal Entry … 21:1–11

B. The Cleansing of the Temple … 21:12–17

III. The Nation Rejects the King … 21:18–22:46

A. Cursing of the Fig Tree … 21:18–22

B. Conflict with Priests and Elders … 21:23–22:14

1. Question of Jesus’ Authority … 21:23–27

2. Parable of the Two Sons … 21:28–32

3. Parable of the Landowner … 21:33–46

4. Parable of the Marriage Feast … 22:1–14

C. Conflict with Pharisees and Herodians … 22:15–22

D. Conflict with Sadducees … 22:23–33

E. Conflict with Pharisees … 22:34–46

1. The Greatest Commandment … 22:34–40

2. The Son of David … 22:41–46

IV. The King Rejects the Nation … 23:1–39

A. Jesus Characterizes the Pharisees … 23:1–12

B. Jesus Condemns the Pharisees … 23:13–36

C. Jesus Laments over Jerusalem … 23:37–39

V. The Predictions of the King’s Second Coming … 24:1–25:46

A. The Temple to Be Destroyed … 24:1, 2

B. The Disciples’ Two Questions: “When?” and “What?” … 24:3

C. Jesus Answers the “What?”24:4–31

1. The Tribulation … 24:4–26

2. The Second Coming … 24:27–31

D. Jesus Answers the “When?” … 24:32–51

1. Parable of the Fig Tree … 24:32–35

2. Illustration of the Days of Noah … 24:36–44

3. Illustration of the Two Servants … 24:45–51

E. Jesus Predicts Judgment at His Coming … 25:1–46

1. Parable of the Ten Virgins … 25:1–13

2. Parable of the Talents … 25:14–30

3. Judgment of the Gentiles … 25:31–46

VI. The Passion of the King … 26:1–27:66

A. The Religious Leaders Plot to Kill Jesus … 26:1–5

B. Mary Anoints Jesus for Burial … 26:6–13

C. Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus … 26:14–16

D. The Disciples Celebrate the Passover … 26:17–35

1. The Passover Is Prepared … 26:17–19

2. The Passover Is Celebrated … 26:20–25

3. The Lord’s Supper Is Instituted … 26:26–29

4. Peter’s Denial Is Predicted … 26:30–35

E. Jesus Is Arrested in Gethsemane … 26:36–56

1. Jesus’ Three Prayers … 26:36–46

2. Jesus’ Betrayal and Arrest … 26:47–56

F. Jesus Is Tried … 26:57–27:25

1. The Trial Before Caiaphas … 26:57–75

2. The Trial Before Pilate … 27:1–25

G. Jesus Is Crucified … 27:26–56

1. Jesus Is Scourged … 27:26–28

2. Jesus Is Led to Golgotha … 27:29–33

3. Jesus Is Crucified … 27:34–44

4. Jesus Dies … 27:45–50

5. Signs Accompanying Jesus’ Death … 27:51–56

H. Jesus Is Buried … 27:57–66

Part Seven: The Proof of the King (28:1–20)

I. The Empty Tomb … 28:1–8

II. The Appearance of Jesus to the Women … 28:9, 10

III. The Bribery of the Soldiers … 28:11–15

IV. The Appearance of Jesus to the Disciples … 28:16, 17

V. The Great Commission … 28:18–20




CHAPTER 1

Genealogy of Christ—Ruth 4:18–22; 1 Chr. 1:34; 2:1–15; Luke 3:31–34

1The book of the Rgenealogy of Jesus Christ, Rthe Son of David, the Son of Abraham:

2RAbraham begot Isaac, RIsaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers.

3RJudah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, RPerez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram.

4Ram begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon.

5Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, 

6and RJesse begot David the king.

David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife* of Uriah.

7Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa.*

8Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and Joram begot Uzziah.

9Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah.

10Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, * and Amon begot Josiah.

11RJosiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they were carried away to Babylon.

12And after they were brought to Babylon, RJeconiah begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot RZerubbabel.

13Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim begot Azor.

14Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim begot Eliud.

15Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob.

16And Jacob begot Joseph the husband of RMary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ.

17So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations, from David until the captivity in Babylon are fourteen generations, and from the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen generations.

Birth of Christ

18Now the Rbirth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, Rbefore they came together, she was found with child Rof the Holy Spirit.

19Then Joseph her husband, being Ta just man, and not wanting Rto make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly.

20But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, Rfor that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.

21“And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He Rwill save His people from their sins.”

22So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying:

23R“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel, ”* which is translated, “God with us.”

24Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, 

25and did not know her till she had brought forth Rher firstborn Son.* And he called His name JESUS.




CHAPTER 2

Visit of Wise Men

1Now after RJesus was Rborn in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men Rfrom the East came to Jerusalem, 

2saying, R“Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen RHis star in the East and have come to worship Him.”

3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.

4And when he had gathered all Rthe chief priests and Rscribes of the people together, Rhe inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.

5So they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet:

6‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

Are not the least among the rulers of Judah;

For out of you shall come a Ruler

Who will shepherd My people Israel.’ ”*

7Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the Rstar appeared.

8And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also.”

9When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was.

10When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.

11And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, Rthey presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

12Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed for their own country another way.

Flight into Egypt

13Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for RHerod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.”

14When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, 

15and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”*

Herod Kills the Children

16Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had determined from the wise men.

17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying:

18“A voice was heard in Ramah,

Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning,

Rachel weeping for her children,

Refusing to be comforted,

Because they are no more.”*

Jesus Returns to Nazareth—Luke 2:39

19Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 

20Rsaying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who Rsought the young Child’s life are dead.”

21Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel.

22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned by God in a Rdream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee.

23And he came and dwelt in a city called RNazareth, that it might be fulfilled Rwhich was spoken by the prophets, “He shall be called a Nazarene.”




CHAPTER 3

The Person of John the Baptist Mark 1:2–6; Luke 3:3–6

1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 

2and saying, “Repent, for Rthe kingdom of heaven is at hand!”

3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying:

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:

R‘Prepare the way of the LORD;

Make His paths straight.’ ”*

4Now RJohn himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his food was Rlocusts and Rwild honey.

5Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him

6Rand were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.

The Preaching of John the Baptist Mark 1:7, 8; Luke 3:7–9, 16, 17

7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

8“Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, 

9“and do not think to say to yourselves, R‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.

10“And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. RTherefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

11R“I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.*

12R“His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will Rburn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

Baptism of Jesus—Mark 1:9–11; Luke 3:21–23

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him.

14And John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?”

15But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”Then he allowed Him.

16When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He* saw Rthe Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him.

17RAnd suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, R“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”




CHAPTER 4

First Temptation—Mark 1:12, 13; Luke 4:1–4

1Then RJesus was led up by Rthe Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.

2And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry.

3Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”

4But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ ”*

Second Temptation—Luke 4:9–12

5Then the devil took Him up Rinto the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, 

6and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written:

‘He shall give His angels charge over you, ’

and, 

“In their hands they shall bear you up,

Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’ ”*

7Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD your God.’ ”*

Third Temptation—Mark 1:13; Luke 4:5–8, 13

8Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and Rshowed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.

9And he said to Him, “All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.”

10Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, * Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ ”*

11Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him.

Jesus Begins His Ministry Mark 1:14, 15; Luke 4:14, 31

12Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee.

13And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, 

14that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying:

15“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,

By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan,

Galilee of the Gentiles:

16The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light,

And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death

Light has dawned.”*

17RFrom that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

Jesus Calls His First Disciples—Mark 1:16–20

18And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen.

19Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and RI will make you fishers of men.”

20RThey immediately left their nets and followed Him.

21RGoing on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He called them, 

22and immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him.

Jesus Ministers in Galilee Mark 1:39; Luke 4:44

23And Jesus went about all Galilee, Rteaching in their synagogues, preaching Rthe gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people.

24Then THis fame went throughout all Syria; and they Rbrought to Him all sick people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them.

25RGreat multitudes followed Him—from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan.




CHAPTER 5

The Beatitudes—Luke 6:20–26

1And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples came to Him.

2Then He opened His mouth and Rtaught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4Blessed are those who mourn, 

For they shall be comforted.

5RBlessed are the meek, 

For they shall inherit the earth.

6Blessed are those who Rhunger and thirst for righteousness, 

RFor they shall be filled.

7Blessed are the merciful, 

RFor they shall obtain mercy.

8RBlessed are the pure in heart, 

For Rthey shall see God.

9Blessed are the peacemakers, 

For they shall be called sons of God.

10RBlessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 

For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11R“Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.

12R“Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for Rso they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

The Similitudes

13“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.

14“You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.

15“Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.

16“Let your light so shine before men, Rthat they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.

Jesus Fulfills the Law

17R“Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.

18“For assuredly, I say to you, Rtill heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled.

19R“Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

Murder

20“For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds Rthe righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.

21“You have heard that it was said to those Tof old, ‘You shall not murder,* and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.’

22“But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause* shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire.

23“Therefore Rif you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, 

24“leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.

25“Agree with your adversary quickly, Rwhile you are on the way with him, lest your adversary deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you be thrown into prison.

26“Assuredly, I say to you, you will by no means get out of there till you have paid the last penny.

Adultery

27“You have heard that it was said to those of old, * ‘You shall not commit adultery.’*

28“But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

29R“If your right eye causes you to sin, Rpluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.

30“And if your right hand causes you to Tsin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.

Divorce

31“Furthermore it has been said, R‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’

32“But I say to you that Rwhoever divorces his wife for any reason except sexual immorality* causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a woman who is divorced commits adultery.

Oaths

33“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.’

34“But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne;

35“nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of Rthe great King.

36“Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black.

37R“But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes, ’ and your ‘No, ’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than these is from the evil one.

Retaliation

38“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’*

39“But I tell you not to resist an evil person. RBut whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also.

40“If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also.

41“And whoever Rcompels you to go one mile, go with him two.

42“Give to him who asks you, and Rfrom him who wants to borrow from you do not turn away.

Love—Luke 6:27, 32

43“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor* Rand hate your enemy.’

44“But I say to you, Rlove your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, *

45“that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for RHe makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.

46R“For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?

47“And if you greet your brethren* only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors* do so?

48“Therefore you shall be perfect, just Ras your Father in heaven is perfect.




CHAPTER 6

Charitable Deeds

1“TAKE heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven.

2“Therefore, Rwhen you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.

3“But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 

4“that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret Rwill Himself reward you openly.*

Prayer—Luke 11:2–4

5“And when you pray, you shall not be like the Thypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.

6“But you, when you pray, Rgo into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.*

7“And when you pray, Rdo not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. RFor they think that they will be heard for their many words.

8“Therefore do not be like them. For your Father Rknows the things you have need of before you ask Him.

9“In this manner, therefore, pray:

ROur Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be Your Rname.

10Your kingdom come.

RYour will be done

On earth Ras it is in heaven.

11Give us this day our daily bread.

12And forgive us our debts, 

As we forgive our debtors.

13And do not lead us into temptation, 

But deliver us from the evil one.

For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.*

14“For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.

15“But Rif you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

Fasting

16“Moreover, Rwhen you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, with a sad countenance. For they disfigure their faces that they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.

17“But you, when you fast, Ranoint your head and wash your face, 

18“so that you do not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.*

Wealth—Luke 11:34–36; 12:22–34

19R“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal;

20R“but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.

21“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

22R“The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light.

23“But if your eye is Tbad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness!

24R“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. RYou cannot serve God and mammon.

25“Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing?

26“Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?

27“Which of you by worrying can add one Tcubit to his Tstature?

28“So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin;

29“and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not Tarrayed like one of these.

30“Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?

31“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’

32“For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.

33“But Rseek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.

34“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.




CHAPTER 7

Judging—Luke 6:37–42

1“JUDGE not, that you be not judged.

2 “For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you.

3R“And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye?

4“Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye?

5“Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.

6R“Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you in pieces.

“Ask, and It Will Be Given”—Luke 11:9–13

7R“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.

8“For Reveryone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.

9R“Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?

10“Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent?

11“If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!

Golden Rule—Luke 6:31

12“Therefore, Rwhatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for Rthis is the Law and the Prophets.

Two Ways of Life

13R“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.

14“Because* narrow is the gate and Tdifficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.

False and True Teaching—Luke 6:43–45

15R“Beware of false prophets, Rwho come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.

16R“You will know them by their fruits. RDo men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles?

17“Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.

18“A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.

19“Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

20“Therefore by their fruits you will know them.

True Way into the Kingdom—Luke 6:46

21“Not everyone who says to Me, R‘Lord, Lord, ’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who Rdoes the will of My Father in heaven.

22“Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we Rnot prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’

23“And Rthen I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; Rdepart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

Parable of the Two Builders—Luke 6:47–49

24“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock:

25“and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.

26“But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand:

27“and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”

Response to the Sermon

28And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that Rthe people were astonished at His teaching, 

29Rfor He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.




CHAPTER 8

The Leper Is Cleansed Mark 1:40–44; Luke 5:12–14

1When He had come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed Him.

2RAnd behold, a leper came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”

3Then Jesus put out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” Immediately his leprosy Rwas cleansed.

4And Jesus said to him, “See that you tell no one; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”

The Centurion’s Servant Is Healed Luke 7:1–10

5RNow when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a Rcenturion came to Him, pleading with Him, 

6saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.”

7And Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.”

8The centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed.

9“For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to this one, ‘Go, ’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come, ’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this, ’ and he does it.”

10When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who followed, “Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!

11“And I say to you that Rmany will come from east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.

12“But the sons of the kingdom Rwill be cast out into outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

13Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it be done for you.” And his servant was healed that same hour.

Peter’s Mother-in-Law Is Healed Mark 1:29–34; Luke 4:38–41

14RNow when Jesus had come into Peter’s house, He saw Rhis wife’s mother lying sick with a fever.

15So He touched her hand, and the fever left her. And she arose and served them.*

16RWhen evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick, 

17that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying:

“He Himself took our infirmities

And bore our sicknesses.”*

Demands of Discipleship—Luke 9:57–62

18And when Jesus saw great multitudes about Him, He gave a command to depart to the other side.

19RThen a certain scribe came and said to Him, “Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go.”

20And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”

21RThen another of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, Rlet me first go and bury my father.”

22But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead.”

The Sea Is Stilled Mark 4:35–41; Luke 8:22–25

23Now when He got into a boat, His disciples followed Him.

24RAnd suddenly a great tempest arose on the sea, so that the boat was covered with the waves. But He was asleep.

25Then His disciples came to Him and awoke Him, saying, “Lord, save us! We are perishing!”

26But He said to them, “Why are you fearful, O you of little faith?” Then RHe arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm.

27So the men marveled, saying, T“Who can this be, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?”

Demons Are Cast into Swine Mark 5:1–17; Luke 8:26–37

28RWhen He had come to the other side, to the country of the Gergesenes, * there met Him two demon-possessed men, coming out of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that no one could pass that way.

29And suddenly they cried out, saying, “What have we to do with You, Jesus, You Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before the time?”

30Now a good way off from them there was a herd of many swine feeding.

31So the demons begged Him, saying, “If You cast us out, permit us to go away* into the herd of swine.”

32And He said to them, “Go.” So when they had come out, they went into the herd of swine. And suddenly the whole herd of swine ran violently down the steep place into the sea, and perished in the water.

33Then those who kept them fled; and they went away into the city and told everything, including what had happened to the demon-possessed men.

34And behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus. And when they saw Him, they begged Him to depart from their region.




CHAPTER 9

The Paralytic Is Forgiven Mark 2:1–12; Luke 5:17–26

1So He got into a boat, crossed over, Rand came to His own city.

2Then behold, they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you.”

3And at once some of the scribes said within themselves, “This Man blasphemes!”

4But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts?

5“For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you, ’ or to say, ‘Arise and walk’?

6“But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—then He said to the paralytic, “Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.”

7And he arose and departed to his house.

8Now when the multitudes saw it, they Rmarveled* and glorified God, who had given such power to men.

Matthew Is Called—Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27, 28

9RAs Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, “Follow Me.” So he arose and followed Him.

The Disciples Eat with Sinners Mark 2:15–17; Luke 5:29–32

10RNow it happened, as Jesus sat at the table in the house, that behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Him and His disciples.

11And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, “Why does your Teacher eat with Rtax collectors and Rsinners?”

12When Jesus heard that, He said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.

13“But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’* For I did not come to call the righteous, Rbut sinners, to repentance.”*

The Disciples Do Not Fast Mark 2:18–22; Luke 5:33–39

14Then the disciples of John came to Him, saying, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast often, * but Your disciples do not fast?”

15And Jesus said to them, “Can the friends of the bridegroom mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them? But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast.

16“No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for Tthe patch pulls away from the garment, and the tear is made worse.

17“Nor do they put new wine into old wineskins, or else the wineskins Tbreak, the wine is spilled, and the wineskins are ruined. But they put new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved.”

Life Is Restored—Mark 5:21–43; Luke 8:40–56

18RWhile He spoke these things to them, behold, a ruler came and worshiped Him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay Your hand on her and she will live.”

19So Jesus arose and followed him, and so did His Rdisciples.

20And suddenly, a woman who had a flow of blood for twelve years came from behind and touched the hem of His garment.

21For she said to herself, “If only I may touch His garment, I shall be made well.”

22But Jesus turned around, and when He saw her He said, “Be of good cheer, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the woman was made well from that hour.

23RWhen Jesus came into the ruler’s house, and saw Rthe flute players and the noisy crowd wailing, 

24He said to them, R“Make room, for the girl is not dead, but sleeping.” And they ridiculed Him.

25But when the crowd was put outside, He went in and Rtook her by the hand, and the girl arose.

26And the Rreport of this went out into all that land.

Sight Is Restored

27When Jesus departed from there, two blind men followed Him, crying out and saying, “Son of David, have mercy on us!”

28And when He had come into the house, the blind men came to Him. And Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.”

29Then He touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith let it be to you.”

30And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly warned them, saying, R“See that no one knows it.”

31RBut when they had departed, they Tspread the news about Him in all that country.

Speech Is Restored

32As they went out, behold, they brought to Him a man, mute and demon-possessed.

33And when the demon was cast out, the mute spoke. And the multitudes marveled, saying, “It was never seen like this in Israel!”

34But the Pharisees said, “He casts out demons by the ruler of the demons.”

The Need for Delegation of Power

35Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, Rteaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.*

36RBut when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary* and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.

37Then He said to His disciples, R“The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few.

38“Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”




CHAPTER 10

The Twelve Apostles Are Sent Mark 6:7; Luke 9:1

1And Rwhen He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave them power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease.

2Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, Rwho is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother;

3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was* Thaddaeus;

4RSimon the Cananite, * and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him.

The Twelve Apostles Are Instructed Mark 6:8–13; Luke 9:2–6; 12:2–10

5These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them, saying: R“Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city of Rthe Samaritans.

6R“But go rather to the Rlost sheep of the house of Israel.

7R“And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’

8“Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, * cast out demons. RFreely you have received, freely give.

9R“Provide neither gold nor silver nor copper in your money belts, 

10“nor bag for your journey, nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor staffs; Rfor a worker is worthy of his food.

11R“Now whatever city or town you enter, inquire who in it is worthy, and stay there till you go out.

12“And when you go into a household, greet it.

13“If the household is worthy, let your peace come upon it. RBut if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you.

14R“And whoever will not receive you nor hear your words, when you depart from that house or city, Rshake off the dust from your feet.

15“Assuredly, I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city!

16R“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.

17“But beware of men, for Rthey will deliver you up to councils and Rscourge you in their synagogues.

18R“You will be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles.

19“But when they deliver you up, do not worry about how or what you should speak. For Rit will be given to you in that hour what you should speak;

20“for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.

21R“Now brother will deliver up brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and cause them to be put to death.

22“And Ryou will be hated by all for My name’s sake. RBut he who endures to the end will be saved.

23“When they persecute you in this city, flee to another. For assuredly, I say to you, you will not have gone through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes.

24R“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master.

25“It is enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, * how much more will they call those of his household!

26“Therefore do not fear them. For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known.

27“Whatever I tell you in the dark, Rspeak in the light; and what you hear in the ear, preach on the housetops.

28R“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather Rfear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

29“Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will.

30R“But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.

31“Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.

32R“Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, Rhim I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven.

33R“But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.

34R“Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword.

35“For I have come to T‘set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’;

36“and R‘a man’s enemies will be those of his ownhousehold.’*

37R“He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.

38“And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.

39“He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it.

40R“He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.

41R“He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward. And he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s reward.

42R“And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold water in the name of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, he shall by no means lose his reward.”




CHAPTER 11

1Now it came to pass, when Jesus finished commanding His twelve disciples, that He departed from there to Rteach and to preach in their cities.

Rejection of John the Baptist—Luke 7:19–30

2RAnd when John had heard Rin prison about the works of Christ, he sent two of* his disciples

3and said to Him, “Are You Rthe Coming One, or do we look for another?”

4Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the Rthings which you hear and see:

5“The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and Rthe poor have the gospel preached to them.

6“And blessed is he who is not Roffended because of Me.”

7RAs they departed, Jesus began to say to the multitudes concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind?

8“But what did you go out to see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses.

9“But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, Rand more than a prophet.

10“For this is he of whom it is written:

‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face,

Who will prepare Your way before You.’*

11“Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

12“And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.

13R“For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.

14“And if you are willing to receive it, he is RElijah who is to come.

15“He who has ears to hear, let him hear!

Rejection by Jesus’ Generation Luke 7:31–35

16“But to what shall I liken this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their companions, 

17“and saying:

‘We played the flute for you, 

And you did not dance;

We mourned to you, 

And you did not lament.’

18“For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’

19“The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a Twinebibber, Ra friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ RBut wisdom is justified by her children.”*

Rejection of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum—Luke 10:12–15

20Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of His mighty works had been done, because they did not repent:

21“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago Rin sackcloth and ashes.

22“But I say to you, Rit will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you.

23“And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be* brought down to Hades; for if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day.

24“But I say to you Rthat it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for you.”

Invitation to Come to Jesus

25RAt that time Jesus answered and said, “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that RYou have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and have revealed them to babes.

26“Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Your sight.

27R“All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.

28“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

29“Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

30R“For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”




CHAPTER 12

Controversy over Sabbath-Labor Mark 2:23–28; Luke 6:1–5

1At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. And His disciples were hungry, and began to Rpluck heads of grain and to eat.

2And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to Him, “Look, Your disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath!”

3But He said to them, “Have you not read Rwhat David did when he was hungry, he and those who were with him:

4“how he entered the house of God and ate Rthe showbread which was not lawful for him to eat, nor for those who were with him, Rbut only for the priests?

5“Or have you not read in the law that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath, and are blameless?

6“Yet I say to you that in this place there is ROne greater than the temple.

7“But if you had known what this means, ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice, ’* you would not have condemned the guiltless.

8“For the Son of Man is Lord even* of the Sabbath.”

Controversy over Sabbath-Healing Mark 3:1–5; Luke 6:6–10

9RNow when He had departed from there, He went into their synagogue.

10And behold, there was a man who had a withered hand. And they asked Him, saying, R“Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”—that they might accuse Him.

11Then He said to them, “What man is there among you who has one sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not lay hold of it and lift it out?

12“Of how much more value then is a man than a sheep? Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.”

13Then He said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And he stretched it out, and it was restored as whole as the other.

Pharisees Plan to Destroy Christ Mark 3:6–12; Luke 6:11

14Then Rthe Pharisees went out and plotted against Him, how they might destroy Him.

15But when Jesus knew it, RHe withdrew from there. And great multitudes* followed Him, and He healed them all.

16Yet He Rwarned them not to make Him known, 

17that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying:

18“Behold! My Servant whom I have chosen,

My Beloved Rin whom My soul is well pleased!

I will put My Spirit upon Him,

And He will declare justice to the Gentiles.

19He will not quarrel nor cry out,

Nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets.

20A bruised reed He will not break,

And smoking flax He will not quench,

Till He sends forth justice to victory;

21And in His name Gentiles will trust.”*

Pharisees Blaspheme the Holy Spirit Mark 3:22–27; Luke 11:14–23

22RThen one was brought to Him who was demon-possessed, blind and mute; and He healed him, so that the blind and* mute man both spoke and saw.

23And all the multitudes were amazed and said, “Could this be the Son of David?”

24RNow when the Pharisees heard it they said, “This fellow does not cast out demons except by Beelzebub, * the ruler of the demons.”

25But Jesus Rknew their thoughts, and said to them: “Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation, and every city or house divided against itself will not stand.

26“If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand?

27“And if I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they shall be your judges.

28“But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, Rsurely the kingdom of God has come upon you.

29R“Or how can one enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he will plunder his house.

30“He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad.

Pharisees Commit the Unpardonable Sin Mark 3:28, 29

31“Therefore I say to you, Revery sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, Rbut the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men.

32“Anyone who Rspeaks a word against the Son of Man, Rit will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come.

33“Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or else make the tree bad and its fruit bad; for a tree is known by its fruit.

34“Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.

35“A good man out of the good treasure of his heart* brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things.

36“But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment.

37“For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”

Pharisees Demand a Sign Luke 11:24–26, 29–32

38RThen some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, “Teacher, we want to see a sign from You.”

39But He answered and said to them, “An evil and Radulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.

40R“For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

41“The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and Rcondemn it, Rbecause they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here.

42“The queen of the South will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and indeed a greater than Solomon is here.

43R“When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places, seeking rest, and finds none.

44“Then he says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ And when he comes, he finds it empty, swept, and put in order.

45“Then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse than the first. So shall it also be with this wicked generation.”

Jesus and the True Brethren—Mark 3:31–35

46While He was still talking to the multitudes, behold, His mother and brothers stood outside, seeking to speak with Him.

47Then one said to Him, “Look, Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside, seeking to speak with You.”

48But He answered and said to the one who told Him, “Who is My mother and who are My brothers?”

49And He stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said, “Here are My mother and My Rbrothers!

50“For Rwhoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.”




CHAPTER 13

Parable of the Soils Mark 4:1–20; Luke 8:4–15

1On the same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the sea.

2RAnd great multitudes were gathered together to Him, so that RHe got into a boat and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore.

3Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying: R“Behold, a sower went out to sow.

4“And as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds came and devoured them.

5“Some fell on stony places, where they did not have much earth; and they immediately sprang up because they had no depth of earth.

6“But when the sun was up they were scorched, and because they had no root they withered away.

7“And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and choked them.

8“But others fell on good ground and yielded a crop: some Ra hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

9“He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

10And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in parables?”

11He answered and said to them, “Because Rit has been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given.

12R“For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him.

13“Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.

14“And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says:

‘Hearing you will hear and shall not understand,

And seeing you will see and not Rperceive;

15For the hearts of this people have grown dull.

Their ears are hard of hearing,

And their eyes they have Rclosed

Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears,

Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn,

So that I should* heal them.’*

16“But Rblessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear;

17“for assuredly, I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.

18R“Therefore hear the parable of the sower:

19“When anyone hears the word Rof the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside.

20“But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately Rreceives it with joy;

21“yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately Rhe stumbles.

22“Now Rhe who received seed Ramong the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful.

23“But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears Rfruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”

Parable of the Wheat and Tares

24Another parable He put forth to them, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field;

25“but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat and went his way.

26“But when the grain had sprouted and produced a crop, then the tares also appeared.

27“So the servants of the owner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?’

28“He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The servants said to him, ‘Do you want us then to go and gather them up?’

29“But he said, ‘No, lest while you gather up the tares you also uproot the wheat with them.

30‘Let both grow together until the harvest, and at the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, “First gather together the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into my barn.” ’ ”

Parable of the Mustard Seed Mark 4:30–32; Luke 13:18, 19

31Another parable He put forth to them, saying: R“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field, 

32“which indeed is the least of all the seeds; but when it is grown it is greater than the herbs and becomes a Rtree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches.”

Parable of the Leaven—Luke 13:20, 21

33Another parable He spoke to them: “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures* of meal till Rit was all leavened.”

34RAll these things Jesus spoke to the multitude in parables; and without a parable He did not speak to them, 

35that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying:

“I will open My mouth in parables;

RI will utter things kept secret from the foundation of the world.”*

Parable of the Tares Explained

36Then Jesus sent the multitude away and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field.”

37He answered and said to them: “He who sows the good seed is the Son of Man.

38R“The field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are the sons of the wicked one.

39“The enemy who sowed them is the devil, Rthe harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are the angels.

40“Therefore as the tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age.

41“The Son of Man will send out His angels, Rand they will gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, 

42R“and will cast them into the furnace of fire. RThere will be wailing and gnashing of teeth.

43“Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!

Parable of the Hidden Treasure

44“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and Rsells all that he has and Rbuys that field.

Parable of the Pearl of Great Price

45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, 

46“who, when he had found Rone pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it.

Parable of the Dragnet

47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea and Rgathered some of every kind, 

48“which, when it was full, they drew to shore; and they sat down and gathered the good into vessels, but threw the bad away.

49“So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come forth, Rseparate the wicked from among the just, 

50“and cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth.”

Parable of the Householder

51Jesus said to them, * “Have you understood all these things?” They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.”*

52Then He said to them, “Therefore every scribe instructed concerning* the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out of his treasure things new and old.”

53Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these parables, that He departed from there.

Rejection at Nazareth—Mark 6:1–6

54RWhen He had come to His own country, He Rtaught them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished and said, “Where did this Man get this wisdom and these mighty works?

55“Is this not the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called Mary? And His brothers James, Joses, * Simon, and Judas?

56“And His sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this Man get all these things?”

57So they Rwere offended at Him. But Jesus said to them, R“A prophet is not without honor except in his own country and in his own house.”

58Now RHe did not do many mighty works there because of their unbelief.




CHAPTER 14

Present Response to Jesus Mark 6:14–16; Luke 9:7–9

1At that time RHerod the tetrarch heard the report about Jesus

2and said to his servants, “This is John the Baptist; he is risen from the dead, and therefore these powers are at work in him.”

Recount of the Murder of John the Baptist Mark 6:17–29

3For Herod had laid hold of John and bound him, and put him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife.

4Because John had said to him, R“It is not lawful for you to have her.”

5And although he wanted to put him to death, he feared the multitude, Rbecause they counted him as a prophet.

6But when Herod’s birthday was celebrated, the daughter of Herodias danced before them and pleased Herod.

7Therefore he promised with an oath to give her whatever she might ask.

8So she, having been prompted by her mother, said, “Give me John the Baptist’s head here on a platter.”

9And the king was sorry; nevertheless, because of the oaths and because of those who sat with him, he commanded it to be given to her.

10So he sent and had John beheaded in prison.

11And his head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, and she brought it to her mother.

12Then his disciples came and took away the body and buried it, and went and told Jesus.

Jesus Feeds 5,000 Mark 6:31–44; Luke 9:11–17; John 6:1–13

13When Jesus heard it, He departed from there by boat to a deserted place by Himself. But when the multitudes heard it, they followed Him on foot from the cities.

14And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He was moved with compassion for them, and healed their sick.

15When it was evening, His disciples came to Him, saying, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is already late. Send the multitudes away, that they may go into the villages and buy themselves food.”

16But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.”

17And they said to Him, “We have here only five loaves and two fish.”

18He said, “Bring them here to Me.”

19Then He commanded the multitudes to sit down on the grass. And He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, RHe blessed and broke and gave the loaves to the disciples; and the disciples gave to the multitudes.

20So they all ate and were filled, and they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments that remained.

21Now those who had eaten were about five thousand men, besides women and children.

Jesus Walks on Water Mark 6:45–52; John 6:14–21

22Immediately Jesus Tmade His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, while He sent the multitudes away.

23RAnd when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. RNow when evening came, He was alone there.

24But the boat was now in the middle of the sea, * tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary.

25Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking on the sea.

26And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out for fear.

27But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, T“Be of good Rcheer! It is I; do not be afraid.”

28And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.”

29So He said, “Come.” And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus.

30But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, * he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!”

31And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”

32And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased.

33Then those who were in the boat came and* worshiped Him, saying, “Truly RYou are the Son of God.”

Jesus Heals Many—Mark 6:53–56

34RWhen they had crossed over, they came to the land of* Gennesaret.

35And when the men of that place recognized Him, they sent out into all that surrounding region, brought to Him all who were sick, 

36and begged Him that they might only touch the hem of His garment. And as many as touched it were made perfectly well.




CHAPTER 15

Debate over Tradition—Mark 7:1–23

1Then Rthe scribes and Pharisees who were from Jerusalem came to Jesus, saying, 

2R“Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat bread.”

3He answered and said to them, “Why do you also transgress the commandment of God because of your tradition?

4“For God commanded, saying, ‘Honor your father and your mother’;*and, ‘He who curses father or mother, let him be put to death.’*

5“But you say, ‘Whoever says to his father or mother, R“Whatever profit you might have received from me is a gift to God”—

6‘then he need not honor his father or mother.’* Thus you have made the commandment* of God of no effect by your tradition.

7R“Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying:

8‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth,

And* honor Me with their lips,

But their heart is far from Me.

9And in vain they worship Me,

Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ ”*

10RWhen He had called the multitude to Himself, He said to them, “Hear and understand:

11R“Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man; but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man.”

12Then His disciples came and said to Him, “Do You know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?”

13But He answered and said, R“Every plant which My heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted.

14“Let them alone. RThey are blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch.”

15RThen Peter answered and said to Him, “Explain this parable to us.”

16So Jesus said, R“Are you also still without understanding?

17“Do you not yet understand that Rwhatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and is eliminated?

18“But Rthose things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man.

19“For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.

20“These are the things which defile a man, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile a man.”

Jesus Heals the Gentile Woman’s Daughter Mark 7:24–30

21Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon.

22And behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to Him, saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, RSon of David! My daughter is severely demon- possessed.”

23But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and urged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she cries out after us.”

24But He answered and said, R“I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”

25Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, help me!”

26But He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little Rdogs.”

27And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.”

28Then Jesus answered and said to her, “O woman, Rgreat is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour.

Jesus Heals Many—Mark 7:31–37

29RJesus departed from there, Rskirted the Sea of Galilee, and went up on the mountain and sat down there.

30RThen great multitudes came to Him, having with them the lame, blind, mute, Tmaimed, and many others; and they laid them down at Jesus’ Rfeet, and He healed them.

31So the multitude marveled when they saw the mute speaking, the maimed made whole, the lame walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel.

Jesus Feeds 4,000—Mark 8:1–10

32RNow Jesus called His disciples to Himself and said, “I have compassion on the multitude, because they have now continued with Me three days and have nothing to eat. And I do not want to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.”

33RThen His disciples said to Him, “Where could we get enough bread in the wilderness to fill such a great multitude?”

34Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have?” And they said, “Seven, and a few little fish.”

35So He commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground.

36And RHe took the seven loaves and the fish and Rgave thanks, broke them and gave them to His disciples; and the disciples gave to the multitude.

37So they all ate and were filled, and they took up seven large baskets full of the fragments that were left.

38Now those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children.

39RAnd He sent away the multitude, got into the boat, and came to the region of Magdala.*




CHAPTER 16

Debate over a Sign from Heaven Mark 8:11, 12

1Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and testing Him asked that He would show them a sign from heaven.

2He answered and said to them, “When it is evening you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red’;

3“and in the morning, ‘It will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ Hypocrites!* You know how to discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times.

4R“A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign shall be given to it except the sign of the prophet* Jonah.” And He left them and departed.

Withdrawal of Jesus—Mark 8:13–21

5Now Rwhen His disciples had come to the other side, they had forgotten to take bread.

6Then Jesus said to them, R“Take heed and beware of the Tleaven of the Pharisees and the Sadducees.”

7And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “It is because we have taken no bread.”

8But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, “O you of little faith, why do you reason among yourselves because you have brought no bread?*

9“Do you not yet understand, or remember the five loaves of the five thousand and how many baskets you took up?

10R“Nor the seven loaves of the four thousand and how many large baskets you took up?

11“How is it you do not understand that I did not speak to you concerning bread?—but to beware of the Tleaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”

12Then they understood that He did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the Tdoctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

Revelation of the Person of the King Mark 8:27–30; Luke 9:18–21

13When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, R“Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?”

14So they said, R“Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or Rone of the prophets.”

15He said to them, “But who do Ryou say that I am?”

16Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

17Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but RMy Father who is in heaven.

Revelation of the Church

18“And I also say to you that Ryou are Peter, and Ron this rock I will Rbuild My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

19R“And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed* in heaven.”

20RThen He commanded His disciples that they should tell no one that He was Jesus the Christ.

Revelation of Jesus’ Death Mark 8:31–33; Luke 9:22

21From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be Rraised the third day.

22Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!”

23But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, RSatan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men.”

Revelation of Jesus’ Reward Mark 8:34–37; Luke 9:23–25

24RThen Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and Rfollow Me.

25“For Rwhoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.

26“For what Rprofit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or Rwhat will a man give in exchange for his soul?

The Prophecy of the Second Coming Mark 8:38–9:1; Luke 9:26, 27

27“For Rthe Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father Rwith His angels, Rand then He will reward each according to his works.

28“Assuredly, I say to you, Rthere are some standing here who shall not taste death till they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.”




CHAPTER 17

The Transfiguration Mark 9:2–13; Luke 9:28–36; 2 Pet. 1:17, 18

1Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high mountain by themselves;

2and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light.

3And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him.

4Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, let us* make here three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”

5While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, R“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!”

6And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their faces and were greatly afraid.

7But Jesus came and touched them and said, “Arise, and do not be afraid.”

8When they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.

9Now as they came down from the mountain, Jesus commanded them, saying, “Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man is risen from the dead.”

10And His disciples asked Him, saying, R“Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?”

11Jesus answered and said to them, “Indeed, Elijah is coming first* and will Rrestore all things.

12R“But I say to you that Elijah has come already, and they Rdid not know him but did to him whatever they wished. Likewise Rthe Son of Man is also about to suffer at their hands.”

13Then the disciples understood that He spoke to them of John the Baptist.

Instruction About Faith Mark 9:14–29; Luke 9:37–42

14RAnd when they had come to the multitude, a man came to Him, kneeling down to Him and saying, 

15“Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic* and suffers severely; for he often falls into the fire and often into the water.

16“So I brought him to Your disciples, but they could not cure him.”

17Then Jesus answered and said, “O faithless and Rperverse generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring him here to Me.”

18And Jesus Rrebuked the demon, and it came out of him; and the child was cured from that very hour.

19Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?”

20So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief;* for assuredly, I say to you, Rif you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there, ’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.





21“However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.”*

Instruction About Jesus’ Death Mark 9:30–32; Luke 9:43–45

22Now while they were staying* in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is about to be betrayed into the hands of men, 

23“and they will Rkill Him, and the third day He will be raised up.” And they were exceedingly sorrowful.

Instruction About Taxes

24RWhen they had come to Capernaum, * those who received the Ttemple tax came to Peter and said, “Does your Teacher not pay the temple tax?”

25He said, “Yes.” And when he had come into the house, Jesus anticipated him, saying, “What do you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the earth take customs or taxes, from their sons or from Rstrangers?”

26Peter said to Him, “From strangers.” Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are free.

27“Nevertheless, lest we offend them, go to the sea, cast in a hook, and take the fish that comes up first. And when you have opened its mouth, you will find a piece of money;* take that and give it to them for Me and you.”




CHAPTER 18

Instruction About Humility Mark 9:33–37; Luke 9:46–48

1At Rthat time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”

2Then Jesus called a little Rchild to Him, set him in the midst of them, 

3and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, Runless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.

4R“Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

5R“Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me.

Punishment of Offenders—Mark 9:42–48

6R“But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea.

7“Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom the offense comes!

8R“If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire.

9“And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into Thell fire.

10“Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that in heaven their angels always Rsee the face of My Father who is in heaven.

Parable of the Lost Sheep—Luke 15:4–7

11R“For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost.*

12R“What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them goes astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine and go to the mountains to seek the one that is straying?

13“And if he should find it, assuredly, I say to you, he rejoices more over that sheep than over the ninety-nine that did not go astray.

14“Even so it is not the Rwill of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.

The Offended Brother

15“Moreover Rif your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, Ryou have gained your brother.

16“But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that R‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.’*

17“And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a Rheathen and a tax collector.

18“Assuredly, I say to you, Rwhatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.

19R“Again I say* to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, Rit will be done for them by My Father in heaven.

20“For where two or three are gathered Rtogether in My name, I am there in the midst of them.”

Instruction About Forgiveness

21Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?”

22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, Rup to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.

23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.

24“And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents.

25“But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded Rthat he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment be made.

26“The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’

27“Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.

28“But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’

29“So his fellow servant fell down at his feet* and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’*

30“And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt.

31“So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and came and told their master all that had been done.

32“Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you Rall that debt because you begged me.

33‘Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’

34“And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him.

35“So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.”*




CHAPTER 19

Instruction About Divorce Mark 10:1–16; Luke 18:15–17

1Now it came to pass, Rwhen Jesus had finished these sayings, that He departed from Galilee and came to the region of Judea beyond the Jordan.

2RAnd great multitudes followed Him, and He healed them there.

3The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?”

4And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made* them at the beginning ‘made them male and female, ’*

5“and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and Rthe two shall become one flesh’?*

6“So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.”

7They said to Him, R“Why then did Moses command to give a certificate of divorce, and to put her away?”

8He said to them, “Moses, because of the Rhardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your Rwives, but from the beginning it was not so.

9R“And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, * and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery.”

10His disciples said to Him, R“If such is the case of the man with his wife, it is better not to marry.”

11But He said to them, R“All cannot accept this saying, but only those to whom it has been given:

12“For there are Teunuchs who were born thus from their mother’s womb, and Rthere are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake. He who is able to accept it, let him accept it.”

13Then little children were brought to Him that He might put His hands on them and pray, but the disciples rebuked them.

14But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”

15And He laid His hands on them and departed from there.

Rich Young Ruler Mark 10:17–27; Luke 18:18–27

16RNow behold, one came and said to Him, “Good* Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?”

17So He said to him, “Why do you call Me good?* No one is Rgood but One, that is, God.* But if you want to enter into life, Rkeep the commandments.”

18He said to Him, “Which ones?” Jesus said, R“‘You shall not murder, ’ ‘You shall not commit adultery, ’ ‘You shall not steal, ’ ‘You shall not bear false witness, ’

19‘Honor your father and your mother, ’* and, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ ”*

20The young man said to Him, “All these things I have Rkept from my youth.* What do I still lack?”

21Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, Rgo, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”

22But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

23Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.

24“And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”

25When His disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?”

26But Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”

The Apostles’ Reward Mark 10:28–30; Luke 18:28–30

27Then Peter answered and said to Him, “See, Rwe have left all and followed You. Therefore what shall we have?”

28So Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, Ryou who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

29R“And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife* or children or Tlands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life.

30R“But many who are first will be last, and the last first.




CHAPTER 20

Parable of the Laborers—Mark 10:31

1“FOR the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.

2“Now when he had agreed with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard.

3“And he went out about the third hour and saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 

4“and said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right I will give you.’ So they went.

5“Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and did likewise.

6“And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing idle, * and said to them, ‘Why have you been standing here idle all day?’

7“They said to him, ‘Because no one hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right you will receive.’*

8“So when evening had come, the owner of the vineyard said to his steward, ‘Call the laborers and give them their wages, beginning with the last to the first.’

9“And when those came who were hired about the eleventh hour, they each received a denarius.

10“But when the first came, they supposed that they would receive more; and they likewise received each a denarius.

11“And when they had received it, they complained against the landowner, 

12“saying, ‘These last men have worked only one hour, and you made them equal to us who have borne the burden and the heat of the day.’

13“But he answered one of them and said, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius?

14‘Take what is yours and go your way. I wish to give to this last man the same as to you.

15R‘Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with my own things? Or Ris your eye evil because I am good?’

16“So the last will be first, and the first last. For many are called, but few chosen.”*

Instruction About Jesus’ Death Mark 10:32–34; Luke 18:31–34

17RNow Jesus, going up to Jerusalem, took the twelve disciples aside on the road and said to them, 

18R“Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and to the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death, 

19R“and deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock and to scourge and to crucify. And the third day He will rise again.”

Instruction About Ambition—Mark 10:35–45

20Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Him with her sons, kneeling down and asking something from Him.

21And He said to her, “What do you wish?” She said to Him, “Grant that these two sons of mine may sit, one on Your right hand and the other on the left, in Your kingdom.”

22But Jesus answered and said, “You do not know what you ask. Are you able to drink Rthe cup that I am about to drink, and be baptized with Rthe baptism that I am baptized with?”* They said to Him, “We are able.”

23So He said to them, R“You will indeed drink My cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with;* but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it is prepared by My Father.”

24And when the ten heard it, they were greatly displeased with the two brothers.

25But Jesus called them to Himself and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them.

26“Yet it shall not be so among you; but Rwhoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant.

27R“And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave—

28“just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and Rto give His life a ransom for many.”

The Blind Men Recognize the King Mark 10:46–52; Luke 18:35–43

29RNow as they went out of Jericho, a great multitude followed Him.

30And behold, Rtwo blind men sitting by the road, when they heard that Jesus was passing by, cried out, saying, “Have mercy on us, O Lord, Son of David!”

31Then the multitude Rwarned them that they should be quiet; but they cried out all the more, saying, “Have mercy on us, O Lord, Son of David!”

32So Jesus stood still and called them, and said, “What do you want Me to do for you?”

33They said to Him, “Lord, that our eyes may be opened.”

34So Jesus had compassion and touched their eyes. And immediately their eyes received sight, and they followed Him.




CHAPTER 21

The Triumphal Entry Mark 11:1–10; Luke 19:29–38; John 12:12–15

1Now when they drew near Jerusalem, and came to Bethphage, * at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 

2saying to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Loose them and bring them to Me.

3“And if anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of them, ’ and immediately he will send them.”

4All* this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying:

5“Tell the daughter of Zion,

‘Behold, your King is coming to you,

Lowly, and sitting on a donkey,

A colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ”*

6RSo the disciples went and did as Jesus commanded them.

7They brought the donkey and the colt, Rlaid their clothes on them, and set Him* on them.

8And a very great multitude spread their clothes on the road; Rothers cut down branches from the trees and spread them on the road.

9Then the multitudes who went before and those who followed cried out, saying:

“Hosanna to the Son of David!

R‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’*

Hosanna in the highest!”

10RAnd when He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, “Who is this?”

11So the multitudes said, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee.”

The Cleansing of the Temple Mark 11:15–17; Luke 19:45, 46

12RThen Jesus went into the temple of God* and drove out all those who bought and sold in the temple, and overturned the tables of the Rmoney changers and the seats of those who sold doves.

13And He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer, ’* but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’ ”*

14Then the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, and He healed them.

15But when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that He did, and the children crying out in the temple and saying, “Hosanna to the RSon of David!” they were Tindignant

16and said to Him, “Do You hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes. Have you never read, 

‘Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants

You have perfected praise’?”*

17Then He left them and went out of the city to Bethany, and He lodged there.

Cursing of the Fig Tree Mark 11:11–14, 20–24

18Now in the morning, as He returned to the city, He was hungry.

19RAnd seeing a fig tree by the road, He came to it and found nothing on it but leaves, and said to it, “Let no fruit grow on you ever again.” Immediately the fig tree withered away.

20RAnd when the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, “How did the fig tree wither away so soon?”

21So Jesus answered and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you, Rif you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea, ’ it will be done.

22“And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.”

Question of Jesus’ Authority Mark 11:27–33; Luke 20:1–8

23RNow when He came into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people confronted Him as He was teaching, and Rsaid, “By what authority are You doing these things? And who gave You this authority?”

24But Jesus answered and said to them, “I also will ask you one thing, which if you tell Me, I likewise will tell you by what authority I do these things:

25“The baptism of John—where was it from? From heaven or from men?” And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven, ’ He will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’

26“But if we say, ‘From men, ’ we fear the multitude, for all count John as a prophet.”

27So they answered Jesus and said, “We do not know.” And He said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.

Parable of the Two Sons

28“But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, ‘Son, go, work today in my vineyard.’

29“He answered and said, ‘I will not, ’ but afterward he regretted it and went.

30“Then he came to the second and said likewise. And he answered and said, ‘I go, sir, ’ but he did not go.

31“Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said to Him, “The first.” Jesus said to them, R“Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you.

32“For RJohn came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him; but tax collectors and harlots believed him; and when you saw it, you did not afterward relent and believe him.

Parable of the Landowner Mark 12:1–12; Luke 20:9–19

33“Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who planted a vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress in it and built a tower. And he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far country.

34“Now when vintage-time drew near, he sent his servants to the vinedressers, that they might receive its fruit.

35R“And the vinedressers took his servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned another.

36“Again he sent other servants, more than the first, and they did likewise to them.

37“Then last of all he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’

38“But when the vinedressers saw the son, they said among themselves, R‘This is the heir. RCome, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’

39R“So they took him and cast him out of the vineyard and killed him.

40“Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those vinedressers?”

41They said to Him, “He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and lease his vineyard to other vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in their seasons.”

42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:

‘The stone which the builders rejected

Has become the chief cornerstone.

This was the LORD’s doing,

And it is marvelous in our eyes’ ?*

43“Therefore I say to you, Rthe kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it.

44“And Rwhoever falls on this stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, Rit will grind him to powder.”

45Now when the chief priests and Pharisees heard His parables, they Tperceived that He was speaking of them.

46But when they sought to lay hands on Him, they Rfeared the multitudes, because they took Him for a prophet.




CHAPTER 22

Parable of the Marriage Feast

1And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables and said:

2“The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, 

3“and sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and they were not willing to come.

4“Again, he sent out other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner; Rmy oxen and fatted cattle are killed, and all things are ready. Come to the wedding.” ’

5“But they made light of it and went their ways, one to his own farm, another to his business.

6“And the rest seized his servants, treated them spitefully, and killed them.

7“But when the king heard about it, he was furious. And he sent out Rhis armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city.

8“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not Rworthy.

9‘Therefore go into the highways, and as many as you find, invite to the wedding.’

10“So those servants went out into the highways and gathered together all whom they found, both bad and good. And the wedding hall was filled with guests.

11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there Rwho did not have on a wedding garment.

12“So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was Rspeechless.

13“Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and* cast him into outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

14R“For many are called, but few are chosen.”

Conflict with Pharisees and Herodians Mark 12:13–17; Luke 20:20–26

15Then the Pharisees went and plotted how they might entangle Him in His talk.

16And they sent to Him their disciples with the RHerodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that You are true, and teach the way of God in truth; nor do You care about anyone, for You do not Tregard the person of men.

17“Tell us, therefore, what do You think? Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?”

18But Jesus Tperceived their wickedness, and said, “Why do you test Me, you hypocrites?

19“Show Me the tax money.” So they brought Him a denarius.

20And He said to them, “Whose image and inscription is this?”

21They said to Him, “Caesar’s.” And He said to them, R“RenderT therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”

22When they had heard these words, they marveled, and left Him and went their way.

Conflict with the Sadducees Mark 12:18–27; Luke 20:27–40

23RThe same day the Sadducees, Rwho say there is no resurrection, came to Him and asked Him, 

24saying: “Teacher, RMoses said that if a man dies, having no children, his brother shall marry his wife and raise up offspring for his brother.

25“Now there were with us seven brothers. The first died after he had married, and having no offspring, left his wife to his brother.

26“Likewise the second also, and the third, even to the seventh.

27“Last of all the woman died also.

28“Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife of the seven will she be? For they all had her.”

29Jesus answered and said to them, “You are Tmistaken, Rnot knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God.

30“For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but Rare like angels of God* in heaven.

31“But concerning the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you by God, saying, 

32‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’ ?* God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.”

33And when the multitudes heard this, they were astonished at His teaching.

The Greatest Commandment—Mark 12:28–34

34RBut when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together.

35Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, 

36“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?”

37Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’*

38“This is the first and great commandment.

39“And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’*

40R“On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

The Son of David Mark 12:35–37; Luke 20:41–44

41RWhile the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, 

42saying, “What do you think about the Christ? Whose Son is He?” They said to Him, “The RSon of David.”

43He said to them, “How then does David in the Spirit call Him ‘Lord, ’ saying:

44‘The LORD said to my Lord,

“Sit at My right hand,

Till I make Your enemies Your footstool” ’ ?*

45“If David then calls Him ‘Lord, ’ how is He his Son?”

46RAnd no one was able to answer Him a word, Rnor from that day on did anyone dare question Him anymore.




CHAPTER 23

Jesus Characterizes the Pharisees Mark 12:38–40; Luke 20:45–47

1Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, 

2saying: R“The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat.

3“Therefore whatever they tell you to observe, * that observe and do, but do not do according to their works; for Rthey say, and do not do.

4R“For they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers.

5“But all their works they do to be seen by men. They make their phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders of their garments.

6“They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues, 

7“greetings in the marketplaces, and to be called by men, ‘Rabbi, Rabbi.’

8R“But you, do not be called ‘Rabbi’; for One is your TTeacher, the Christ, * and you are all brethren.

9“Do not call anyone on earth your father; Rfor One is your Father, He who is in heaven.

10“And do not be called teachers; for One is your Teacher, the Christ.

11“But Rhe who is greatest among you shall be your servant.

12R“And whoever exalts himself will be Thumbled, and he who humbles himself will be Texalted.

Jesus Condemns the Pharisees

13“But Rwoe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in.

14“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. Therefore you will receive greater condemnation.*

15“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice as much a son of Thell as yourselves.

16“Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is obliged to perform it.’

17“Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gold Ror the temple that sanctifies* the gold?

18“And, ‘Whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gift that is on it, he is obliged to perform it.’

19“Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifies the gift?

20“Therefore he who swears by the altar, swears by it and by all things on it.

21“He who swears by the temple, swears by it and by Him who dwells* in it.

22“And he who swears by heaven, swears by Rthe throne of God and by Him who sits on it.

23“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone.

24“Blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!

25“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! RFor you cleanse the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of extortion and self-indulgence.*

26“Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that the outside of them may be clean also.

27“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! RFor you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness.

28“Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

29R“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you build the tombs of the prophets and Tadorn the monuments of the righteous, 

30“and say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.’

31“Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that Ryou are sons of those who murdered the prophets.

32R“Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers’ guilt.

33“Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of hell?

34R“Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute from city to city, 

35“that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.

36“Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation.

Jesus Laments over Jerusalem

37“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks Runder her wings, but you Rwere not willing!

38“See! Your house is left to you desolate;

39“for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ ”*




CHAPTER 24

The Temple to Be Destroyed Mark 13:1, 2; Luke 21:5, 6

1Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up to show Him the buildings of the temple.

2And Jesus said to them, “Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down.”

The Disciples’ Two Questions Mark 13:3, 4; Luke 21:7

3Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, Rthe disciples came to Him privately, saying, R“Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?”

The Tribulation—Mark 13:5–23; Luke 21:8–24

4And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you.

5“For Rmany will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ, ’ Rand will deceive many.

6“And you will hear of Rwars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all* these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.

7“For Rnation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be Rfamines, pestilences, * and earthquakes in various places.

8“All these are the beginning of sorrows.

9R“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake.

10“And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another.

11“Then Rmany false prophets will rise up and Rdeceive many.

12“And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.

13R“But he who endures to the end shall be saved.

14“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.

15“Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation, ’* spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” R(whoever reads, let him understand), 

16“then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.

17“Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house.

18“And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes.

19“But Rwoe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days!

20“And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath.

21“For Rthen there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be.

22“And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened.

23“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it.

24“For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.

25“See, I have told you beforehand.

26“Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’ do not believe it.

The Second Coming Mark 13:24–27; Luke 21:25–28

27R“For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.

28R“For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together.

29“Immediately after the tribulation of those days Rthe sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.

30“Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, Rand then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.

31“And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

Parable of the Fig Tree Mark 13:28–31; Luke 21:29–33

32“Now learn Rthis parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near.

33“So you also, when you see all these things, know that it* is near—at the doors!

34“Assuredly, I say to you, Rthis generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place.

35“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.

Illustration of the Days of Noah Mark 13:32–37; Luke 21:34–36

36R“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, * Rbut My Father only.

37“But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.

38R“For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 

39“and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.

40R“Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left.

41“Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left.

42“Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour* your Lord is coming.

43“But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into.

44R“Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

Illustration of the Two Servants Luke 12:41–48

45“Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his household, to give them food in due season?

46“Blessed is that servant whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing.

47“Assuredly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all his goods.

48“But if that evil servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming, ’*

49“and begins to beat his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunkards, 

50“the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him and at an hour that he is not aware of, 

51“and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.




CHAPTER 25

Parable of the Ten Virgins

1“THEN the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet Rthe bridegroom.

2R“Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish.

3“Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, 

4“but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.

5“But while the bridegroom was delayed, Rthey all slumbered and slept.

6“And at midnight Ra cry was heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming;* go out to meet him!’

7“Then all those virgins arose and Rtrimmed their lamps.

8“And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’

9“But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’

10“And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and Rthe door was shut.

11“Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’

12“But he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, RI do not know you.’

13R“Watch therefore, for you Rknow neither the day nor the hour* in which the Son of Man is coming.

Parable of the Talents

14R“For the kingdom of heaven is Rlike a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them.

15“And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, Rto each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey.

16“Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents.

17“And likewise he who had received two gained two more also.

18“But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money.

19“After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them.

20“So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’

21“His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were Rfaithful over a few things, RI will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’

22“He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’

23“His lord said to him, R‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into Rthe joy of your lord.’

24“Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed.

25‘And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’

26“But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed.

27‘So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest.

28‘Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents.

29R‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away.

30‘And cast the unprofitable servant Rinto the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Judgment of the Gentiles

31“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy* angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory.

32R“All the nations will be gathered before Him, and RHe will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.

33“And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left.

34“Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom Rprepared for you from the foundation of the world:

35R‘for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in;

36‘I was Rnaked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; RI was in prison and you came to Me.’

37“Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink?

38‘When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You?

39‘Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’

40“And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, Rinasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

41“Then He will also say to those on the left hand, R‘Depart from Me, you cursed, Rinto the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels:

42‘for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink;

43‘I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’

44“Then they also will answer Him, * saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’

45“Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, Rinasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’

46“And Rthese will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”




CHAPTER 26

The Religious Leaders Plot to Kill Jesus Mark 14:1, 2; Luke 22:1, 2

1Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings, that He said to His disciples, 

2R“You know that after two days is the Passover, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.”

3RThen the chief priests, the scribes, * and the elders of the people assembled at the palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, 

4and Rplotted to take Jesus by Ttrickery and kill Him.

5But they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the people.”

Mary Anoints Jesus for Burial Mark 14:3–9; John 12:2–8

6And when Jesus was in RBethany at the house of Simon the leper, 

7a woman came to Him having an alabaster flask of very costly fragrant oil, and she poured it on His head as He sat at the table.

8But when His disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why this waste?

9“For this fragrant oil might have been sold for much and given to the poor.”

10But when Jesus was aware of it, He said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a good work for Me.

11“For you have the poor with you always, but Me you do not have always.

12“For in pouring this fragrant oil on My body, she did it for My burial.

13“Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her.”

Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus Mark 14:10, 11; Luke 22:3–6

14Then one of the twelve, called RJudas Iscariot, went to the chief priests

15and said, “What are you willing to give me if I deliver Him to you?” And they counted out to him thirty pieces of silver.

16So from that time he sought opportunity to betray Him.

The Passover Is Prepared Mark 14:12–16; Luke 22:7–13

17Now on the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying to Him, “Where do You want us to prepare for You to eat the Passover?”

18And He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, “My time is at hand; I will keep the Passover at your house with My disciples.” ’ ”

19So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared the Passover.

The Passover Is Celebrated Mark 14:17–21; Luke 22:14, 21–23; John 13:21, 22

20RWhen evening had come, He sat down with the twelve.

21Now as they were eating, He said, “Assuredly, I say to you, one of you will Rbetray Me.”

22And they were exceedingly sorrowful, and each of them began to say to Him, “Lord, is it I?”

23He answered and said, R“He who dipped his hand with Me in the dish will betray Me.

24“The Son of Man indeed goes just Ras it is written of Him, but Rwoe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! RIt would have been good for that man if he had not been born.”

25Then Judas, who was betraying Him, answered and said, “Rabbi, is it I?” He said to him, “You have said it.”

The Lord’s Supper Is Instituted Mark 14:22–25; Luke 22:19, 20; 1 Cor. 11:23–26

26RAnd as they were eating, RJesus took bread, blessed* and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.”

27Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, R“Drink from it, all of you.

28“For Rthis is My blood Rof the new* covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.

29“But RI say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on Runtil that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”

Peter’s Denial Is Predicted Mark 14:26–31; Luke 22:34, 39; John 13:37, 38

30And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

31Then Jesus said to them, R“All of you will Rbe made to stumble because of Me this night, for it is written:

‘I will strike the Shepherd,

And the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’*

32“But after I have been raised, RI will go before you to Galilee.”

33Peter answered and said to Him, “Even if all are made to stumble because of You, I will never be made to stumble.”

34Jesus said to him, R“Assuredly, I say to you that this night, before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.”

35Peter said to Him, “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You!” And so said all the disciples.

Jesus’ Three Prayers Mark 14:32–42; Luke 22:40–46

36RThen Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, “Sit here while I go and pray over there.”

37And He took with Him Peter and Rthe two sons of Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed.

38Then He said to them, R“My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me.”

39He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.”

40Then He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, “What? Could you not watch with Me one hour?

41R“Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. RThe spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

42Again, a second time, He went away and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless* I drink it, RYour will be done.”

43And He came and found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy.

44So He left them, went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words.

45Then He came to His disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour Tis at hand, and the Son of Man is being Rbetrayed into the hands of sinners.

46“Rise, let us be going. See, My Rbetrayer is at hand.”

Jesus’ Betrayal and Arrest Mark 14:43–52; Luke 22:47–53; John 18:1–11

47And while He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, with a great multitude with swords and clubs, came from the chief priests and elders of the people.

48Now His betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “Whomever I kiss, He is the One; seize Him.”

49Immediately he went up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed Him.

50But Jesus said to him, R“Friend, why have you come?” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and took Him.

51And suddenly, Rone of those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword, struck the servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear.

52But Jesus said to him, “Put your sword in its place, Rfor all who take the sword will perish* by the sword.

53“Or do you think that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me with more than twelve legions of angels?

54“How then could the Scriptures be fulfilled, Rthat it must happen thus?”

55In that hour Jesus said to the multitudes, “Have you come out, as against a robber, with swords and clubs to take Me? I sat daily with you, teaching in the temple, and you did not seize Me.

56“But all this was done that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples forsook Him and fled.

Two False Witnesses Mark 14:53–65; Luke 22:54, 55, 63–65; John 18:12, 18, 24

57RAnd those who had laid hold of Jesus led Him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders were assembled.

58But Peter followed Him at a distance to the high priest’s courtyard. And he went in and sat with the servants to see the end.

59Now the chief priests, the elders, * and all the council sought Rfalse testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, 

60but found none. Even though Rmany false witnesses came forward, they found none.* But at last Rtwo false witnesses* came forward

61and said, “This fellow said, R‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’ ”

62RAnd the high priest arose and said to Him, “Do You answer nothing? What is it these men testify against You?”

63But RJesus kept silent. And the high priest answered and said to Him, “I put You under oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!”

64Jesus said to him, “It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, Rhereafter you will see the Son of Man Rsitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

65Then the high priest tore his clothes, saying, “He has spoken blasphemy! What further need do we have of witnesses? Look, now you have heard His blasphemy!

66“What do you think?” They answered and said, “He is deserving of death.”

67RThen they spat in His face and beat Him; and Rothers struck Him with the palms of their hands, 

68saying, R“Prophesy to us, Christ! Who is the one who struck You?”

Three Denials of Peter Mark 14:66–72; Luke 22:55–62; John 18:15–18, 25–27

69Now Peter sat outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came to him, saying, “You also were with Jesus of Galilee.”

70But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you are saying.”

71And when he had gone out to the gateway, another girl saw him and said to those who were there, “This fellow also was with Jesus of Nazareth.”

72But again he denied with an oath, “I do not know the Man!”

73And a little later those who stood by came up and said to Peter, “Surely you also are one of them, for your Rspeech betrays you.”

74Then Rhe began to curse and swear, saying, “I do not know the Man!” Immediately a rooster crowed.

75And Peter remembered the word of Jesus who had said to him, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” So he went out and wept bitterly.




CHAPTER 27

Jesus Is Delivered to Pilate Mark 15:1; Luke 22:66; 23:1; John 18:28

1When morning came, all the chief priests and elders of the people plotted against Jesus to put Him to death.

2And when they had bound Him, they led Him away and Rdelivered Him to Pontius* Pilate the governor.

Judas Repents—Acts 1:18, 19

3RThen Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He had been condemned, was remorseful and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 

4saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” And they said, “What is that to us? You see to it!”

5Then he threw down the pieces of silver in the temple and Rdeparted, and went and hanged himself.

6But the chief priests took the silver pieces and said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, because they are the price of blood.”

7And they consulted together and bought with them the potter’s field, to bury strangers in.

8Therefore that field has been called Rthe Field of Blood to this day.

9Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, R“And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the value of Him who was priced, whom they of the children of Israel priced, 

10“and Rgave them for the potter’s field, as the LORD directed me.”*

Jesus Is Examined Mark 15:2–5; Luke 23:2–5; John 18:29–38

11Now Jesus stood before the governor. RAnd the governor asked Him, saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?” Jesus said to him, “It is as you say.”

12And while He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, RHe answered nothing.

13Then Pilate said to Him, R“Do You not hear how many things they testify against You?”

14But He answered him not one word, so that the governor marveled greatly.

Barabbas Is Freed Mark 15:6–14; Luke 23:17–23; John 18:39, 40

15Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to releasing to the multitude one prisoner whom they wished.

16And at that time they had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas.*

17Therefore, when they had gathered together, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release to you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?”

18For he knew that they had handed Him over because of Renvy.

19While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent to him, saying, “Have nothing to do with that just Man, for I have suffered many things today in a dream because of Him.”

20RBut the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitudes that they should ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus.

21The governor answered and said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” They said, “Barabbas!”

22Pilate said to them, “What then shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said to him, “Let Him be crucified!”

23Then the governor said, “Why, what evil has He done?” But they cried out all the more, saying, “Let Him be crucified!”

24When Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but rather that a Ttumult was rising, he Rtook water and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, “I am innocent of the blood of this just Person.* You see to it.”

25And all the people answered and said, “His blood be on us and on our children.”

Jesus Is Scourged Mark 15:15–17; Luke 23:24, 25; John 19:16

26Then he released Barabbas to them; and when Rhe had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified.

27RThen the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole garrison around Him.

28And they Rstripped Him and Rput a scarlet robe on Him.

Jesus Is Led to Golgotha Mark 15:18–22; Luke 23:26–33; John 19:17

29RWhen they had Ttwisted a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand. And they bowed the knee before Him and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”

30Then Rthey spat on Him, and took the reed and struck Him on the head.

31And when they had mocked Him, they took the robe off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him away to be crucified.

32RNow as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. Him they compelled to bear His cross.

33RAnd when they had come to a place called Golgotha, that is to say, Place of a Skull, 

Jesus Is Crucified Mark 15:23–32; Luke 23:33–43; John 19:18–24

34Rthey gave Him sour* wine mingled with gall to drink. But when He had tasted it, He would not drink.

35Then they crucified Him, and divided His garments, casting lots, * that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet:

“They divided My garments among them,

And for My clothing they cast lots.”*

36RSitting down, they kept watch over Him there.

37And they Rput up over His head the accusation written against Him:

THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.

38RThen two robbers were crucified with Him, one on the right and another on the left.

39And Rthose who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads

40and saying, R“You who destroy the temple and build it in three days, save Yourself! RIf You are the Son of God, come down from the cross.”

41Likewise the chief priests also, Rmocking with the scribes and elders, * said, 

42“He Rsaved others; Himself He cannot save. RIf He is the King of Israel, * let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe Him.*

43R“He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now if He will have Him; for He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ ”

44Even the robbers who were crucified with Him reviled Him with the same thing.

Jesus Dies Mark 15:33–37; Luke 23:44–46; John 19:28–30

45Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all the land.

46And about the ninth hour RJesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”*

47Some of those who stood there, when they heard that, said, “This Man is calling for Elijah!”

48Immediately one of them ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine and put it on a reed, and offered it to Him to drink.

49The rest said, “Let Him alone; let us see if Elijah will come to save Him.”

50And Jesus Rcried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit.

Signs Accompanying Jesus’ Death Mark 15:38–41; Luke 23:45, 47–49

51Then, behold, Rthe veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, 

52and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised;

53and coming out of the graves after His resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many.

54So when the centurion and those with him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and the things that had happened, they feared greatly, saying, R“Truly this was the Son of God!”

55And many women Rwho followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to Him, were there looking on from afar, 

56Ramong whom were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses, * and the mother of Zebedee’s sons.

Jesus Is Buried Mark 15:42–47; Luke 23:50–55; John 19:38–42

57Now Rwhen evening had come, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who himself had also become a disciple of Jesus.

58This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be given to him.

59When Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 

60and Rlaid it in his new tomb which he had hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a large stone against the door of the tomb, and departed.

61And Mary Magdalene was there, and the other Mary, sitting opposite the tomb.

62On the next day, which followed the Day of Preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees gathered together to Pilate, 

63saying, “Sir, we remember, while He was still alive, how that deceiver said, R‘After three days I will rise.’

64“Therefore command that the tomb be made secure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night* and steal Him away, and say to the people, ‘He has risen from the dead.’ So the last deception will be worse than the first.”

65Pilate said to them, “You have a guard; go your way, make it as secure as you know how.”

66So they went and made the tomb secure, Rsealing the stone and setting the guard.




CHAPTER 28

The Empty Tomb—Mark 16:1–8; Luke 24:1–11

1Now Rafter the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary Magdalene Rand the other Mary came to see the tomb.

2And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, * and sat on it.

3His countenance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow.

4And the guards shook for fear of him, and became like Rdead men.

5But the angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified.

6“He is not here; for He is risen, Ras He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

7“And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead, and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, I have told you.”

8So they went out quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to bring His disciples word.

The Appearance of Jesus to the Women

9And as they went to tell His disciples, * behold, RJesus met them, saying, “Rejoice!” So they came and held Him by the feet and worshiped Him.

10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell RMy brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will see Me.”

The Bribery of the Soldiers

11Now while they were going, behold, some of the guard came into the city and reported to the chief priests all the things that had happened.

12When they had assembled with the elders and consulted together, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers, 

13saying, “Tell them, ‘His disciples came at night and stole Him away while we slept.’

14“And if this comes to the governor’s ears, we will appease him and make you secure.”

15So they took the money and did as they were instructed; and this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day.

The Appearance of Jesus to the Disciples

16Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain Rwhich Jesus had appointed for them.

17When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some Rdoubted.

The Great Commission

18And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, R“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.

19R“Go therefore* and Rmake disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

20R“teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am Rwith you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.*




The Gospel According to Mark
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THE BOOK OF MARK

The message of Mark’s gospel is captured in a single verse: “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many” (10:45). Chapter by chapter, the book unfolds the dual focus of Christ’s life: service and sacrifice.

Mark portrays Jesus as a Servant on the move, instantly responsive to the will of the Father. By preaching, teaching, and healing, He ministers to the needs of others even to the point of death. After the Resurrection, He commissions His followers to continue His work in His power—servants following in the steps of the perfect Servant.

The ancient title for this gospel was Kata Markon, “According to Mark.” The author is best known by his Latin name Marcus, but in Jewish circles he was called by his Hebrew name John. Acts 12:12, 25 and 15:37 refer to him as “John whose surname was Mark.”
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THE AUTHOR OF MARK

According to Acts 12:12, Mark’s mother Mary had a large house that was used as a meeting place for believers in Jerusalem. Peter apparently went to this house often because the servant girl recognized his voice at the gate (Acts 12:13–16). Barnabas was Mark’s cousin (Col. 4:10), but Peter may have been the person who led him to Christ (Peter called him “Mark my son, ” 1 Pet. 5:13). It was this close association with Peter that lent apostolic authority to Mark’s gospel, since Peter was evidently Mark’s primary source of information. It has been suggested that Mark was referring to himself in his account of “a certain young man” in Gethsemane (14:51, 52). Since all the disciples had abandoned Jesus (14:50), this little incident may have been a firsthand account.

Barnabas and Saul took Mark along with them when they returned from Jerusalem to Antioch (Acts 12:25) and again when they left on the first missionary journey (Acts 13:5). However, Mark left early and returned to Jerusalem (Acts 13:13). When Barnabas wanted to bring Mark on the second missionary journey, Paul’s refusal led to a disagreement. The result was that Barnabas took Mark to Cyprus and Paul took Silas through Syria and Cilicia (Acts 15:36–41). Nevertheless, Paul wrote that Mark was with him during his first Roman imprisonment (Col. 4:10; Philem. 24) about twelve years later, so there must have been a reconciliation. In fact, at the end of his life Paul sent for Mark, saying, “he is useful to me for ministry” (2 Tim. 4:11).

The early church uniformly attested that Mark wrote this gospel. Papias, Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, and Origen are among the church fathers who affirmed Marcan authorship.
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THE TIME OF MARK

Many scholars believe that Mark was the first of the four gospels, but there is uncertainty over its date. Because of the prophecy about the destruction of the temple (13:2), it should be dated before A.D. 70, but early traditions disagree as to whether it was written before or after the martyrdom of Peter (c. A.D. 64). The probable range for this book is A.D. 55–65.

Mark was evidently directed to a Roman readership and early tradition indicates that it originated in Rome. This may be why Mark omitted a number of items that would not have been meaningful to Gentiles, such as the genealogy of Christ, fulfilled prophecy, references to the Law, and certain Jewish customs that are found in other gospels. Mark interpreted Aramaic words (3:17; 5:41; 7:34; 15:22) and used a number of Latin terms in place of their Greek equivalents (4:21; 6:27; 12:14, 42; 15:15, 16, 39).
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THE CHRIST OF MARK

The Lord is presented as an active, compassionate, and obedient Servant who constantly ministers to the physical and spiritual needs of others. Because this is the story of a Servant, Mark omits Jesus’ ancestry and birth and moves right into His busy public ministry. The distinctive word of this book is euthus (translated “immediately”), and it appears more often in this compact gospel than in the rest of the New Testament. Christ is constantly moving toward a goal that is hidden to almost all. Mark clearly shows the power and authority of this unique Servant, identifying Him as no less than the Son of God (1:1, 11; 3:11; 5:7; 9:7; 13:32; 14:61; 15:39).
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KEYS TO MARK

Key Word: Jesus the Servant—Even in the first verse it is obvious that this gospel centers on the Person and mission of the Son of God. Mark’s theme is captured well in 10:45 because Jesus is portrayed in this book as a Servant and as the Redeemer of men (cf. Phil. 2:5–11). Like the other gospels, Mark is not a biography but a topical narrative. Mark juxtaposes Christ’s teachings and works to show how they authenticate each other. Miracles are predominant in this book (there are eighteen), and they are used to demonstrate Christ’s power and His compassion. Mark shows his Gentile readers how the Son of God—rejected by His own people—achieved ultimate victory through apparent defeat. There was no doubt an evangelistic purpose behind this gospel as Mark directed his words to a Gentile audience that knew little about Old Testament theology.

Key Verses: Mark 10:43–45 and 8:34–37—“Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant. And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many” (10:43–45).

“When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to them, ‘Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?’ ” (8:34–37).

Key Chapter: Mark 8—As in Matthew, Mark’s gospel contains a pivotal chapter showing the change of emphasis in Jesus’ ministry. In Matthew it is chapter 12; in Mark it is chapter 8. The pivotal event lies in Peter’s confession, “You are the Christ.” That faith-inspired response triggers a new phase in both the content and the course of Jesus’ ministry. Until this point He has sought to validate His claims as the Messiah. But now He begins to fortify His men for His forthcoming suffering and death at the hands of the religious leaders. Jesus’ steps begin to take Him daily closer to Jerusalem—the place where the Perfect Servant will demonstrate the full extent of His servanthood.
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SURVEY OF MARK

Mark, the shortest and simplest of the four gospels, gives a crisp and fast-moving look at the life of Christ. With few comments, Mark lets the narrative speak for itself as it tells the story of the Servant who constantly ministers to others through preaching, healing, teaching, and, ultimately, His own death. Mark traces the steady building of hostility and opposition to Jesus as He resolutely moves toward the fulfillment of His earthly mission. Almost forty percent of this gospel is devoted to a detailed account of the last eight days of Jesus’ life, climaxing in His resurrection. The Lord is vividly portrayed in this book in two parts: to serve (1–10); to sacrifice (11–16).

To Serve (1–10): Mark passes over the birth and early years of Jesus’ life and begins with the events that immediately precede the inauguration of His public ministry—His baptism by John and His temptation by Satan (1:1–13). The first four chapters emphasize the words of the Servant while chapters 5–7 accent His works. However, in both sections there is a frequent alternation between Christ’s messages and miracles in order to reveal His Person and power. Though He has come to serve others, Jesus’ authority prevails over many realms.

Although Jesus has already been teaching and testing His disciples (see ch. 4), His ministry with them becomes more intense from this point on as He begins to prepare them for His departure. The religious leaders are growing more antagonistic, and Christ’s “hour” is only about six months away. Mark 8:31 is the pivotal point in the gospel as the Son of Man speaks clearly to His disciples about His coming death and resurrection. The disciples struggle with this difficult revelation, but Jesus’ steps head inexorably to Jerusalem.

To Sacrifice (11–16): Mark allots a disproportionate space to the last weeks of the Servant’s redemptive ministry. During the last seven days in Jerusalem, hostility from the chief priests, scribes, elders, Pharisees, Herodians, and Sadducees reaches crisis proportions as Jesus publicly refutes their arguments in the temple. After His last supper with the disciples, Jesus offers no resistance to His arrest, abuse, and agonizing crucifixion. His willingness to bear countless human sins is the epitome of servanthood.
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OUTLINE OF MARK

Part One: The Presentation of the Servant (1:1–2:12)

I. The Forerunner of the Servant … 1:1–8

II. The Baptism of the Servant … 1:9–11

III. The Temptation of the Servant … 1:12, 13

IV. The Mission of the Servant … 1:14–2:12

A. The Work of the Servant … 1:14, 15

B. The First Disciples Are Called … 1:16–20

C. The First Miracles Are Performed … 1:21–2:12

1. Demons Are Cast Out … 1:21–28

2. Peter’s Mother-in-Law Is Healed … 1:29–31

3. Many Healings … 1:32–39

4. A Leper Is Cleansed … 1:40–45

5. A Paralytic Is Healed … 2:1–12

Part Two: The Opposition to the Servant (2:13–8:26)

I. The Initial Opposition to the Servant … 2:13–3:35

A. Controversy over Jesus’ Friendship with Sinners … 2:13–22

1. Call of Matthew … 2:13–17

2. Parable of Cloth and Wineskins … 2:18–22

B. Controversy over Sabbath-Work … 2:23–28

C. Controversy over Sabbath-Healing … 3:1–5

D. Pharisees Counsel to Destroy Jesus … 3:6–12

E. Selection of the Twelve … 3:13–19

F. Opposition of His Friends … 3:20, 21

G. Scribes Commit the Unpardonable Sin … 3:22–30

H. New Relationships Are Defined … 3:31–35

II. The Parables of the Servant … 4:1–34

A. Parable of the Soils … 4:1–20

B. Parable of the Lamp … 4:21–25

C. Parable of the Growing Seed … 4:26–29

D. Parable of the Mustard Seed … 4:30–34

III. The Miracles of the Servant … 4:35–5:43

A. The Sea Is Stilled … 4:35–41

B. Demons Are Cast into Swine … 5:1–20

C. Jairus Pleads for His Daughter … 5:21–24

D. A Woman with Issue Is Healed … 5:25–34

E. Jairus’s Daughter Is Healed … 5:35–43

IV. The Growing Opposition to the Servant … 6:1–8:26

A. Jesus Is Rejected at Nazareth … 6:1–6

B. Twelve Are Sent to Serve … 6:7–13

C. John the Baptist Is Murdered … 6:14–29

D. Twelve Return … 6:30, 31

E. Five Thousand Are Fed … 6:32–44

F. Jesus Walks on Water … 6:45–52

G. Jesus Heals at Gennesaret … 6:53–56

H. Pharisees and Defilement … 7:1–23

I. Withdrawal to the Gentiles … 7:24–8:9

1. Syro-Phoenician’s Daughter Is Healed … 7:24–30

2. Deaf and Dumb Man Is Healed … 7:31–37

3. Four Thousand Are Fed … 8:1–9

J. Pharisees Seek a Sign … 8:10–13

K. Disciples Do Not Understand … 8:14–21

L. A Blind Man Is Healed … 8:22–26

Part Three: The Instruction by the Servant (8:27–10:52)

I. Peter’s Confession of Christ … 8:27–33

II. Cost of Discipleship … 8:34–38

III. The Transfiguration … 9:1–13

IV. Demon-Possessed Son Is Delivered … 9:14–29

V. Jesus Foretells His Death … 9:30–32

VI. Jesus Teaches to Prepare the Disciples … 9:33–10:45

A. Attitude of Servanthood … 9:33–41

B. Warning About Hell … 9:42–50

C. Marriage and Divorce … 10:1–12

D. Children and the Kingdom … 10:13–16

E. Wealth … 10:17–31

1. Rich Young Ruler … 10:17–22

2. Difficulty of Riches … 10:23–27

3. Eternal Reward … 10:28–31

F. Coming Crucifixion … 10:32–34

G. “Whoever Desires to Become Great”10:35–45

VII. Blind Bartimaeus Is Healed … 10:46–52

Part Four: The Rejection of the Servant (11:1–15:47)

I. The Formal Presentation of the Servant … 11:1–19

A. The Triumphal Entry … 11:1–11

B. A Fig Tree Is Cursed … 11:12–14

C. The Temple Is Cleansed … 11:15–19

II. The Instruction on Prayer … 11:20–26

A. Power of Faith … 11:20–24

B. Necessity of Forgiveness … 11:25, 26

III. The Opposition by the Leaders … 11:27–12:44

A. Question of Authority … 11:27–33

B. Parable of the Vineyard Owner … 12:1–12

C. Question of Taxes … 12:13–17

D. Question of the Resurrection … 12:18–27

E. Question of the Greatest Commandment … 12:28–34

F. Jesus Questions the Leaders … 12:35–37

G. Jesus Condemns the Leaders … 12:38–44

IV. The Instruction on the Future … 13:1–37

A. Questions from the Disciples … 13:1–4

B. The Tribulation … 13:5–23

C. The Second Coming … 13:24–27

D. Parable of the Fig Tree … 13:28–31

E. Exhortation to Watch … 13:32–37

V. The Passion of the Servant … 14:1–15:47

A. Leaders Plot to Kill Jesus … 14:1, 2

B. Mary Anoints Jesus … 14:3–9

C. Judas Plans to Betray Jesus … 14:10, 11

D. The Passover Is Prepared … 14:12–16

E. The Passover Is Celebrated … 14:17–21

F. The Lord’s Supper Is Instituted … 14:22–25

G. Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial … 14:26–31

H. Jesus Prays in Gethsemane … 14:32–42

I. Judas Betrays Jesus … 14:43–52

J. Jesus Is Tried … 14:53–15:14

1. The Sanhedrin Tries Jesus … 14:53–65

2. Peter Denies Jesus … 14:66–72

3. Pilate Tries Jesus … 15:1–14

K. Jesus Is Beaten … 15:15–23

L. Jesus Is Crucified … 15:24–41

M. Jesus Is Buried … 15:42–47

Part Five: The Resurrection of the Servant (16:1–20)

I. The Resurrection of Jesus … 16:1–8

II. The Appearances of Jesus … 16:9–18

III. The Ascension of Jesus … 16:19, 20




CHAPTER 1

The Forerunner of the Servant Matt. 3:1–11; Luke 3:3–16; John 1:19–34

1The Rbeginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

2As it is written in the Prophets:*

“Behold, I send My messenger before Your face,

Who will prepare Your way before You.”*

3“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the LORD;

Make His paths straight.’ ”*

4RJohn came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a Rbaptism of repentance for the remission of sins.

5RThen all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were all baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins.

6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.

7And he preached, saying, R“There comes One after me who is mightier than I, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to stoop down and loose.

8“I indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

The Baptism of the Servant Matt. 3:13–17; Luke 3:21–23

9It came to pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized by John in the Jordan.

10And immediately, coming up from* the water, He saw the heavens parting and the Spirit descending upon Him like a dove.

11Then a voice came from heaven, R“You are My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

The Temptation of the Servant Matt. 4:1–11; Luke 4:1–13

12RImmediately the Spirit Tdrove Him into the wilderness.

13And He was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan, and was with the wild beasts; Rand the angels ministered to Him.

The Work of the Servant Matt. 4:12–17; Luke 4:14, 15

14RNow after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom* of God, 

15and saying, R“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”

The First Disciples Are Called—Matt. 4:18–22

16RAnd as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen.

17Then Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men.”

18RThey immediately left their nets and followed Him.

19When He had gone a little farther from there, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the boat mending their nets.

20And immediately He called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went after Him.

Demons Are Cast Out—Luke 4:31–37

21RThen they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue and taught.

22And they were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

23Now there was a man in their synagogue with an Runclean spirit. And he cried out, 

24saying, “Let us alone! RWhat have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know who You are—the RHoly One of God!”

25But Jesus Rrebuked him, saying, “Be quiet, and come out of him!”

26And when the unclean spirit Rhad convulsed him and cried out with a loud voice, he came out of him.

27Then they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? What new doctrine is this? For with authority* He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him.”

28And immediately His fame spread throughout all the region around Galilee.

Peter’s Mother-in-Law Is Healed Matt. 8:14, 15; Luke 4:38, 39

29Now as soon as they had come out of the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John.

30But Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick with a fever, and they told Him about her at once.

31So He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and immediately the fever left her. And she served them.

Many Healings Matt. 4:23; 8:16, 17; Luke 4:40–44

32RAt evening, when the sun had set, they brought to Him all who were sick and those who were demon-possessed.

33And the whole city was gathered together at the door.

34Then He healed many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and He did not allow the demons to speak, because they knew Him.

35Now Rin the morning, having risen a long while before daylight, He went out and departed to a solitary place; and there He Rprayed.

36And Simon and those who were with Him searched for Him.

37When they found Him, they said to Him, R“Everyone is looking for You.”

38But He said to them, “Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach there also, because for this purpose I have come forth.”

39RAnd He was preaching in their synagogues throughout all Galilee, and Rcasting out demons.

A Leper Is Cleansed Matt. 8:1–4; Luke 5:12–16

40RNow a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to Him and saying to Him, “If You are willing, You can make me clean.”

41Then Jesus, moved with compassion, stretched out His hand and touched him, and said to him, “I am willing; be cleansed.”

42As soon as He had spoken, immediately the leprosy left him, and he was cleansed.

43And He strictly warned him and sent him away at once, 





44and said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing those things Rwhich Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”

45However, he went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the matter, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter the city, but was outside in deserted places; and they came to Him from every direction.




CHAPTER 2

A Paralytic Is Healed Matt. 9:1–8; Luke 5:17–26

1And again RHe entered Capernaum after some days, and it was heard that He was in the house.

2Immediately* many gathered together, so that there was no longer room to receive them, not even near the door. And He preached the word to them.

3Then they came to Him, bringing a paralytic who was carried by four men.

4And when they could not come near Him because of the crowd, they uncovered the roof where He was. So when they had broken through, they let down the bed on which the paralytic was lying.

5When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven you.”

6And some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts, 

7“Why does this Man speak blasphemies like this? RWho can forgive sins but God alone?”

8But immediately, when Jesus perceived in His spirit that they reasoned thus within themselves, He said to them, “Why do you reason about these things in your hearts?

9R“Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven you, ’ or to say, ‘Arise, take up your bed and walk’?

10“But that you may know that the Son of Man has Tpower on earth to forgive sins”—He said to the paralytic, 

11“I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.”

12Immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went out in the presence of them all, so that all were amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!”

Call of Matthew—Matt. 9:9–13; Luke 5:27–32

13RThen He went out again by the sea; and all the multitude came to Him, and He taught them.

14RAs He passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, “Follow Me.” So he arose and Rfollowed Him.

15RNow it happened, as He was dining in Levi’s house, that many tax collectors and sinners also sat together with Jesus and His disciples; for there were many, and they followed Him.

16And when the scribes and* Pharisees saw Him eating with the tax collectors and sinners, they said to His disciples, “How is it that He eats and drinks with tax collectors and sinners?”

17When Jesus heard it, He said to them, R“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”*

Parable of Cloth and Wineskins Matt. 9:14–17; Luke 5:33–39

18RThe disciples of John and of the Pharisees were fasting. Then they came and said to Him, “Why do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples do not fast?”

19And Jesus said to them, “Can the Tfriends of the bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them they cannot fast.

20“But the days will come when the bridegroom will be Rtaken away from them, and then they will fast in those days.

21“No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; or else the new piece pulls away from the old, and the tear is made worse.

22“And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; or else the new wine bursts the wineskins, the wine is spilled, and the wineskins are ruined. But new wine must be put into new wineskins.”

Controversy over Sabbath-Work Matt. 12:1–8; Luke 6:1–5

23RNow it happened that He went through the grainfields on the Sabbath; and as they went His disciples began Rto pluck the heads of grain.

24And the Pharisees said to Him, “Look, why do they do what is Rnot lawful on the Sabbath?”

25But He said to them, “Have you never read what David did when he was in need and hungry, he and those with him:

26“how he went into the house of God in the days of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the showbread, Rwhich is not lawful to eat except for the priests, and also gave some to those who were with him?”

27And He said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the RSabbath.

28“Therefore Rthe Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.”




CHAPTER 3

Controversy over Sabbath-Healing Matt. 12:9–13; Luke 6:6–10

1And RHe entered the synagogue again, and a man was there who had a withered hand.

2So they Rwatched Him closely, whether He would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse Him.

3And He said to the man who had the withered hand, “Step forward.”

4Then He said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” But they kept silent.

5And when He had looked around at them with anger, being grieved by the Rhardness of their hearts, He said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored as whole as the other.*

Pharisees Counsel to Destroy Jesus Matt. 12:14–16; Luke 6:11

6RThen the Pharisees went out and immediately plotted with the Herodians against Him, how they might destroy Him.

7But Jesus withdrew with His disciples to the sea. And a great multitude from Galilee followed Him, and from Judea

8and Jerusalem and Idumea and beyond the Jordan; and those from Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, when they heard how many things He was doing, came to Him.

9So He told His disciples that a small boat should be kept ready for Him because of the multitude, lest they should crush Him.

10For He healed Rmany, so that as many as had afflictions pressed about Him to Rtouch Him.

11And the unclean spirits, whenever they saw Him, fell down before Him and cried out, saying, “You are the Son of God.”

12But RHe sternly warned them that they should not make Him known.

Selection of the Twelve—Luke 6:12–16

13RAnd He went up on the mountain and called to Him those He Himself wanted. And they came to Him.

14Then He appointed twelve, * that they might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach, 

15and to have Tpower to heal sicknesses and* to cast out demons:

16Simon, * Rto whom He gave the name Peter;

17James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James, to whom He gave the name Boanerges, that is, “Sons of Thunder”;

18Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Cananite;

19and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him. And they went into a house.

Opposition of His Friends

20Then the multitude came together again, Rso that they could not so much as eat bread.

21But when His Rown people heard about this, they went out to lay hold of Him, for they said, “He is out of His mind.”

Scribes Commit the Unpardonable Sin Matt. 12:24–32; Luke 11:17–23

22And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, R“He has Beelzebub, ” and, “By the Rruler of the demons He casts out demons.”

23RSo He called them to Himself and said to them in parables: “How can Satan cast out Satan?

24“If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.

25“And if a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand.

26“And if Satan has risen up against himself, and is divided, he cannot stand, but has an end.

27R“No one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. And then he will plunder his house.

28R“Assuredly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they may utter;

29“but he who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is subject to eternal condemnation”—

30because they Rsaid, “He has an unclean spirit.”

New Relationships Are Defined Matt. 12:46–50; Luke 8:19–21

31RThen His brothers and His mother came, and standing outside they sent to Him, calling Him.

32And a multitude was sitting around Him; and they said to Him, “Look, Your mother and Your brothers* are outside seeking You.”

33But He answered them, saying, “Who is My mother, or My brothers?”

34And He looked around in a circle at those who sat about Him, and said, “Here are My mother and My brothers!

35“For whoever does the will of God is My brother and My sister and mother.”




CHAPTER 4

Parable of the Soils Matt. 13:1–23; Luke 8:4–15

1And Ragain He began to teach by the sea. And a great multitude was gathered to Him, so that He got into a boat and sat in it on the sea; and the whole multitude was on the land facing the sea.

2Then He taught them many things by parables, and said to them in His teaching:

3“Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow.

4“And it happened, as he sowed, that some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds of the air* came and devoured it.

5“Some fell on stony ground, where it did not have much earth; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of earth.

6“But when the sun was up it was scorched, and because it had no root it withered away.

7“And some seed fell among thorns; and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no Tcrop.

8“But other seed fell on good ground and yielded a crop that sprang up, increased and produced: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.”

9And He said to them, * “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

10RBut when He was alone, those around Him with the twelve asked Him about the parable.

11And He said to them, “To you it has been given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God; but to Rthose who are outside, all things come in parables, 

12“so that

‘Seeing they may see and not perceive,

And hearing they may hear and not understand;

Lest they should turn,

And their sins be forgiven them.’ ”*

13And He said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the parables?

14“The sower sows the word.

15“And these are the ones by the wayside where the word is sown. When they hear, Satan comes immediately and takes away the word that was sown in their hearts.

16“These likewise are the ones sown on stony ground who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with gladness;

17“and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the word’s sake, immediately they stumble.

18“Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, 

19“and the Rcares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.

20“But these are the ones sown on good ground, those who hear the word, Taccept it, and bear Rfruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.”

Parable of the Lamp—Luke 8:16–18

21Also He said to them, “Is a lamp brought to be put under a basket or under a bed? Is it not to be set on a lampstand?

22“For there is nothing hidden which will not be revealed, nor has anything been kept secret but that it should come to light.

23R“If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.”

24Then He said to them, “Take heed what you hear. RWith the same measure you use, it will be measured to you; and to you who hear, more will be given.

25“For whoever has, to him more will be given; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him.”

Parable of the Growing Seed

26And He said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground, 

27“and should sleep by night and rise by day, and the seed should sprout and Rgrow, he himself does not know how.

28“For the earth Ryields crops by itself: first the blade, then the head, after that the full grain in the head.

29“But when the grain ripens, immediately Rhe puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”

Parable of the Mustard Seed—Matt. 13:31–35

30Then He said, R“To what shall we liken the kingdom of God? Or with what parable shall we picture it?

31“It is like a mustard seed which, when it is sown on the ground, is smaller than all the seeds on earth;

32“but when it is sown, it grows up and becomes greater than all herbs, and shoots out large branches, so that the birds of the air may nest under its shade.”

33RAnd with many such parables He spoke the word to them as they were able to hear it.

34But without a parable He did not speak to them. And when they were alone, He explained all things to His disciples.

The Sea Is Stilled Matt. 8:23–27; Luke 8:22–25

35ROn the same day, when evening had come, He said to them, “Let us cross over to the other side.”

36Now when they had left the multitude, they took Him along in the boat as He was. And other little boats were also with Him.

37And a great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that it was already filling.

38But He was in the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and said to Him, R“Teacher, Rdo You not care that we are perishing?”

39Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace, be still!” And the wind ceased and there was a great calm.

40But He said to them, “Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?”*

41And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another, “Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him!”




CHAPTER 5

Demons Are Cast into Swine Matt. 8:28–34; Luke 8:26–39

1Then they came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gadarenes.*

2And when He had come out of the boat, immediately there met Him out of the tombs a man with an Runclean spirit, 

3who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no one could bind him, * not even with chains, 

4because he had often been bound with shackles and chains. And the chains had been pulled apart by him, and the shackles broken in pieces; neither could anyone tame him.

5And always, night and day, he was in the mountains and in the tombs, crying out and cutting himself with stones.

6When he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and worshiped Him.

7And he cried out with a loud voice and said, “What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God that You do not torment me.”

8For He said to him, R“Come out of the man, unclean spirit!”

9Then He asked him, “What is your name?” And he answered, saying, “My name is Legion; for we are many.”

10Also he begged Him earnestly that He would not send them out of the country.

11Now a large herd of Rswine was feeding there near the mountains.

12So all the demons begged Him, saying, “Send us to the swine, that we may enter them.”

13And at once Jesus* gave them permission. Then the unclean spirits went out and entered the swine (there were about two thousand); and the herd ran violently down the steep place into the sea, and drowned in the sea.

14So those who fed the swine fled, and they told it in the city and in the country. And they went out to see what it was that had happened.

15Then they came to Jesus, and saw the one who had been demon-possessed and had the legion, sitting and clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid.

16And those who saw it told them how it happened to him who had been demon-possessed, and about the swine.

17Then Rthey began to plead with Him to depart from their region.

18And when He got into the boat, Rhe who had been demon-possessed begged Him that he might be with Him.

19However, Jesus did not permit him, but said to him, “Go home to your friends, and tell them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He has had compassion on you.”

20And he departed and began to Rproclaim in Decapolis all that Jesus had done for him; and all marveled.

Jairus Pleads for His Daughter Matt. 9:18, 19; Luke 8:41, 42

21RNow when Jesus had crossed over again by boat to the other side, a great multitude gathered to Him; and He was by the sea.

22RAnd behold, one of the rulers of the synagogue came, Jairus by name. And when he saw Him, he fell at His feet

23and begged Him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter lies at the point of death. Come and Rlay Your hands on her, that she may be healed, and she will live.”

24So Jesus went with him, and a great multitude followed Him and thronged Him.

A Woman with Issue Is Healed Matt. 9:20–22; Luke 8:43–48

25Now a certain woman Rhad a flow of blood for twelve years, 

26and had suffered many things from many physicians. She had spent all that she had and was no better, but rather grew worse.

27When she heard about Jesus, she came behind Him in the crowd and Rtouched His garment.

28For she said, “If only I may touch His clothes, I shall be made well.”

29Immediately the fountain of her blood was dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of the Taffliction.

30And Jesus, immediately knowing in Himself that Rpower had gone out of Him, turned around in the crowd and said, “Who touched My clothes?”

31But His disciples said to Him, “You see the multitude thronging You, and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’ ”

32And He looked around to see her who had done this thing.

33But the woman, Rfearing and trembling, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell down before Him and told Him the whole truth.

34And He said to her, “Daughter, Ryour faith has made you well. Go in peace, and be healed of your affliction.”

Jairus’s Daughter Is Healed Matt. 9:23–26; Luke 8:49–56

35RWhile He was still speaking, some came from the ruler of the synagogue’s house who said, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?”

36As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not be afraid; only believe.”

37And He permitted no one to follow Him except Peter, James, and John the brother of James.

38Then He came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and saw a tumult and those who wept and wailed loudly.

39When He came in, He said to them, “Why make this commotion and weep? The child is not dead, but sleeping.”

40And they ridiculed Him. RBut when He had put them all outside, He took the father and the mother of the child, and those who were with Him, and entered where the child was lying.

41Then He took the child by the hand, and said to her, “Talitha, cumi, ” which is translated, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.”

42Immediately the girl arose and walked, for she was twelve years of age. And they were overcome with great amazement.

43But RHe commanded them strictly that no one should know it, and said that something should be given her to eat.




CHAPTER 6

Jesus Is Rejected at Nazareth—Matt. 13:54–58

1Then RHe went out from there and came to His own country, and His disciples followed Him.

2And when the Sabbath had come, He began to teach in the synagogue. And many hearing Him were Rastonished, saying, R“Where did this Man get these things? And what wisdom is this which is given to Him, that such mighty works are performed by His hands!

3“Is this not the carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And are not His sisters here with us?” So they were offended at Him.

4But Jesus said to them, R“A prophet is not without honor except in his own country, among his own relatives, and in his own house.”

5RNow He could do no mighty work there, except that He laid His hands on a few sick people and healed them.

6And RHe marveled because of their unbelief. RThen He went about the villages in a circuit, teaching.

Twelve Are Sent to Serve Matt. 10:1–42; Luke 9:1–6

7And He called the twelve to Himself, and began to send them out two by two, and gave them power over unclean spirits.

8He commanded them to take nothing for the journey except a staff—no bag, no bread, no copper in their money belts—

9but Rto wear sandals, and not to put on two tunics.

10RAlso He said to them, “In whatever place you enter a house, stay there till you depart from that place.

11R“And whoever* will not receive you nor hear you, when you depart from there, Rshake off the dust under your feet as a testimony against them.* Assuredly, I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city!”

12So they went out and preached that people should repent.

13And they cast out many demons, Rand anointed with oil many who were sick, and healed them.

John the Baptist Is Murdered Matt. 14:1–12; Luke 9:7–9

14RNow King Herod heard of Him, for His name had become well known. And he said, “John the Baptist is risen from the dead, and therefore Rthese powers are at work in him.”

15ROthers said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is the Prophet, Ror* like one of the prophets.”

16RBut when Herod heard, he said, “This is John, whom I beheaded; he has been raised from the dead!”

17For Herod himself had sent and laid hold of John, and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife; for he had married her.

18Because John had said to Herod, R“It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”

19Therefore Herodias held it against him and wanted to kill him, but she could not;

20for Herod Rfeared John, knowing that he was a just and holy man, and he protected him. And when he heard him, he did* many things, and heard him gladly.

21RThen an opportune day came when Herod Ron his birthday gave a feast for his nobles, the high officers, and the chief men of Galilee.

22And when Herodias’ daughter herself came in and danced, and pleased Herod and those who sat with him, the king said to the girl, “Ask me whatever you want, and I will give it to you.”

23He also swore to her, R“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half my kingdom.”

24So she went out and said to her mother, “What shall I ask?” And she said, “The head of John the Baptist!”

25Immediately she came in with haste to the king and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.”

26RAnd the king was exceedingly sorry; yet, because of the oaths and because of those who sat with him, he did not want to refuse her.

27Immediately the king sent an executioner and commanded his head to be brought. And he went and beheaded him in prison, 

28brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her mother.

29When his disciples heard of it, they came and Rtook away his corpse and laid it in a tomb.

Twelve Return—Luke 9:10

30RThen the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, both what they had done and what they had taught.

31And He said to them, “Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.” For there were many coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat.

Five Thousand Are Fed Matt. 14:13–21; Luke 9:11–17; John 6:1–14

32RSo they departed to a deserted place in the boat by themselves.

33But the multitudes* saw them departing, and many Rknew Him and ran there on foot from all the cities. They arrived before them and came together to Him.

34And Jesus, when He came out, saw a great multitude and was moved with compassion for them, because they were like Rsheep not having a shepherd. So He began to teach them many things.

35When the day was now far spent, His disciples came to Him and said, “This is a deserted place, and already the hour is late.

36“Send them away, that they may go into the surrounding country and villages and buy themselves bread;* for they have nothing to eat.”

37But He answered and said to them, “You give them something to eat.” And they said to Him, R“Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give them something to eat?”

38But He said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” And when they found out they said, “Five, and two fish.”

39Then He Rcommanded them to make them all sit down in groups on the green grass.

40So they sat down in ranks, in hundreds and in fifties.

41And when He had taken the five loaves and the two fish, He looked up to heaven, blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to His disciples to set before them; and the two fish He divided among them all.

42So they all ate and were filled.

43And they took up twelve baskets full of fragments and of the fish.

44Now those who had eaten the loaves were about* five thousand men.

Jesus Walks on Water Matt. 14:22–33; John 6:15–21

45RImmediately He Tmade His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, to Bethsaida, while He sent the multitude away.

46And when He had sent them away, He departed to the mountain to pray.

47Now when evening came, the boat was in the middle of the sea; and He was alone on the land.

48Then He saw them straining at rowing, for the wind was against them. Now about the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea, and Rwould have passed them by.

49And when they saw Him walking on the sea, they supposed it was a Rghost, and cried out;

50for they all saw Him and were troubled. But immediately He talked with them and said to them, R“BeT of good cheer! It is I; do not be Rafraid.”

51Then He went up into the boat to them, and the wind Rceased. And they were greatly Ramazed in themselves beyond measure, and marveled.

52For they had not understood about the loaves, because their heart was hardened.

Jesus Heals at Gennesaret—Matt. 14:34–36

53RWhen they had crossed over, they came to the land of Gennesaret and anchored there.

54And when they came out of the boat, immediately the people recognized Him, 

55ran through that whole surrounding region, and began to carry about on beds those who were sick to wherever they heard He was.

56Wherever He entered, into villages, cities, or the country, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged Him that Rthey might just touch the Rhem of His garment. And as many as touched Him were made well.




CHAPTER 7

Pharisees and Defilement—Matt. 15:1–20

1Then Rthe Pharisees and some of the scribes came together to Him, having come from Jerusalem.

2Now when* they saw some of His disciples eat bread with defiled, that is, with Runwashed hands, they found fault.*

3For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands Tin a special way, holding the Rtradition of the elders.

4When they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many other things which they have received and hold, like the washing of cups, pitchers, copper vessels, and couches.

5RThen the Pharisees and scribes asked Him, “Why do Your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashed hands?”

6He answered and said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you Rhypocrites, as it is written:

‘This people honors Me with their lips,

But their heart is far from Me.

7And in vain they worship Me,

Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’*

8“For laying aside the commandment of God, you hold the tradition of men*—the washing of pitchers and cups, and many other such things you do.”

9He said to them, “All too well Ryou Treject the commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition.

10“For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’;* and, ‘He who curses father or mother, let him be put to death.’*

11“But you say, ‘If a man says to his father or mother, R“Whatever profit you might have received from me is Corban”—’ (that is, a gift to God), 

12“then you no longer let him do anything for his father or his mother, 

13“making the word of God of no effect through your tradition which you have handed down. And many such things you do.”

14RWhen He had called all the multitude to Himself, He said to them, “Hear Me, everyone, and understand:

15“There is nothing that enters a man from outside which can defile him; but the things which come out of him, those are the things that Rdefile a man.

16R“If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear!”*

17RWhen He had entered a house away from the crowd, His disciples asked Him concerning the parable.

18So He said to them, R“Are you thus without understanding also? Do you not perceive that whatever enters a man from outside cannot defile him, 

19“because it does not enter his heart but his stomach, and is eliminated, thus purifying all foods?”*

20And He said, R“What comes out of a man, that defiles a man.

21R“For from within, out of the heart of men, Rproceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 

22“thefts, Rcovetousness, wickedness, Rdeceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness.

23“All these evil things come from within and defile a man.”

Syro-Phoenician’s Daughter Is Healed Matt. 15:21–28

24RFrom there He arose and went to the region of Tyre and Sidon.* And He entered a house and wanted no one to know it, but He could not be Rhidden.

25For a woman whose young daughter had an unclean spirit heard about Him, and she came and Rfell at His feet.

26The woman was a Greek, a Syro-Phoenician by birth, and she kept asking Him to cast the demon out of her daughter.

27But Jesus said to her, “Let the children be filled first, for it is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.”

28And she answered and said to Him, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs under the table eat from the children’s crumbs.”

29Then He said to her, “For this saying go your way; the demon has gone out of your daughter.”

30And when she had come to her house, she found the demon gone out, and her daughter lying on the bed.

Deaf and Dumb Man Is Healed

31RAgain, departing from the region of Tyre and Sidon, He came through the midst of the region of Decapolis to the Sea of Galilee.

32Then Rthey brought to Him one who was deaf and had an impediment in his speech, and they begged Him to put His hand on him.

33And He took him aside from the multitude, and put His fingers in his ears, and He spat and touched his tongue.

34Then, Rlooking up to heaven, RHe sighed, and said to him, “Ephphatha, ” that is, “Be opened.”

35RImmediately his ears were opened, and the Timpediment of his tongue was loosed, and he spoke plainly.

36Then RHe commanded them that they should tell no one; but the more He commanded them, the more widely they proclaimed it.

37And they were Rastonished beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things well. He Rmakes both the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”




CHAPTER 8

Four Thousand Are Fed—Matt. 15:32–38

1In those days, the multitude being very great and having nothing to eat, Jesus called His disciples to Him and said to them, 

2“I have compassion on the multitude, because they have now continued with Me three days and have nothing to eat.

3“And if I send them away hungry to their own houses, they will faint on the way; for some of them have come from afar.”

4Then His disciples answered Him, “How can one satisfy these people with bread here in the wilderness?”

5He asked them, “How many loaves do you have?” And they said, “Seven.”

6So He commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground. And He took the seven loaves and gave thanks, broke them and gave them to His disciples to set before them; and they set them before the multitude.

7They also had a few small fish; and Rhaving blessed them, He said to set them also before them.

8So they ate and were filled, and they took up seven large baskets of leftover fragments.

9Now those who had eaten were about four thousand. And He sent them away, 

10Rimmediately got into the boat with His disciples, and came to the region of Dalmanutha.

Pharisees Seek a Sign—Matt. 15:39–16:4

11RThen the Pharisees came out and began to dispute with Him, seeking from Him a sign from heaven, testing Him.

12But He Rsighed deeply in His spirit, and said, “Why does this generation seek a sign? Assuredly, I say to you, no sign shall be given to this generation.”

13And He left them, and getting into the boat again, departed to the other side.

Disciples Do Not Understand—Matt. 16:5–12

14RNow the disciples* had forgotten to take bread, and they did not have more than one loaf with them in the boat.

15RThen He charged them, saying, “Take heed, beware of the Tleaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.”

16And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “It is because we have no bread.”

17But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, “Why do you reason because you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive nor understand? Is your heart still* hardened?

18“Having eyes, do you not see? And having ears, do you not hear? And do you not remember?

19R“When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of fragments did you take up?” They said to Him, “Twelve.”

20“Also, Rwhen I broke the seven for the four thousand, how many large baskets full of fragments did you take up?” And they said, “Seven.”

21So He said to them, “How is it Ryou do not understand?”

A Blind Man Is Healed

22Then He came to Bethsaida; and they brought a Rblind man to Him, and begged Him to Rtouch him.

23So He took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the town. And when He had spit on his eyes and put His hands on him, He asked him if he saw anything.

24And he looked up and said, “I see men like trees, walking.”

25Then He put His hands on his eyes again and made him look up. And he was restored and saw everyone clearly.

26Then He sent him away to his house, saying, “Neither go into the town, Rnor tell anyone in the town.”*

Peter’s Confession of Christ Matt. 16:13–23; Luke 9:18–22

27RNow Jesus and His disciples went out to the towns of Caesarea Philippi; and on the road He asked His disciples, saying to them, “Who do men say that I am?”

28So they answered, R“John the Baptist; but some say, RElijah; and others, one of the prophets.”

29He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered and said to Him, R“You are the Christ.”

30RThen He strictly warned them that they should tell no one about Him.

31And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things, and be Rrejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be Rkilled, and after three days rise again.

32He spoke this word openly. Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him.

33But when He had turned around and looked at His disciples, He Rrebuked Peter, saying, “Get behind Me, Satan! For you are not Tmindful of the things of God, but the things of men.”

Cost of Discipleship Matt. 16:24–27; Luke 9:23–26

34When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to them, R“Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.

35“For Rwhoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it.

36“For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?

37“Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?

38R“For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”




CHAPTER 9

1And He said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that there are some standing here who will not taste death till they see the kingdom of God present with power.”

The Transfiguration Matt. 17:1–13; Luke 9:28–36

2RNow after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John, and led them up on a high mountain apart by themselves; and He was transfigured before them.

3His clothes became shining, exceedingly Rwhite, like snow, such as no launderer on earth can whiten them.

4And Elijah appeared to them with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus.

5Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—

6because he did not know what to say, for they were greatly afraid.

7And a cloud came and overshadowed them; and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is RMy beloved Son. Hear Him!”

8Suddenly, when they had looked around, they saw no one anymore, but only Jesus with themselves.

9Now as they came down from the mountain, He commanded them that they should tell no one the things they had seen, till the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

10So they kept this word to themselves, questioning Rwhat the rising from the dead meant.

11And they asked Him, saying, “Why do the scribes say Rthat Elijah must come first?”

12Then He answered and told them, “Indeed, Elijah is coming first and restores all things. And Rhow is it written concerning the Son of Man, that He must suffer many things and Rbe treated with contempt?

13“But I say to you that RElijah has also come, and they did to him whatever they wished, as it is written of him.”

Demon-Possessed Son Is Delivered Matt. 17:14–21; Luke 9:37–42

14RAnd when He came to the disciples, He saw a great multitude around them, and scribes disputing with them.

15Immediately, when they saw Him, all the people were greatly amazed, and running to Him, greeted Him.

16And He asked the scribes, “What are you discussing with them?”

17Then Rone of the crowd answered and said, “Teacher, I brought You my son, who has a mute spirit.

18“And wherever it seizes him, it throws him down; he foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth, and becomes rigid. So I spoke to Your disciples, that they should cast it out, but they could not.”

19He answered him and said, “O RfaithlessT generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I Tbear with you? Bring him to Me.”

20Then they brought him to Him. And when he saw Him, immediately the spirit convulsed him, and he fell on the ground and wallowed, foaming at the mouth.

21So He asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood.

22“And often he has thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.”

23Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, * all things are possible to him who believes.”

24Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; Rhelp my unbelief!”

25When Jesus saw that the people came running together, He Rrebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it: “Deaf and dumb spirit, I command you, come out of him and enter him no more!”

26Then the spirit cried out, convulsed him greatly, and came out of him. And he became as one dead, so that many said, “He is dead.”

27But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose.

28RAnd when He had come into the house, His disciples asked Him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?”

29So He said to them, “This kind can come out by nothing but prayer and fasting.”*

Jesus Foretells His Death Matt. 17:22, 23; Luke 9:43–45

30Then they departed from there and passed through Galilee, and He did not want anyone to know it.

31RFor He taught His disciples and said to them, “The Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of men, and they will kill Him. And after He is killed, He will Rrise the third day.”

32But they Rdid not understand this saying, and were afraid to ask Him.

Attitude of Servanthood Matt. 18:1–5; Luke 9:46–50

33RThen He came to Capernaum. And when He was in the house He asked them, “What was it you Tdisputed among yourselves on the road?”

34But they kept silent, for on the road they had Rdisputed among themselves who would be the greatest.

35And He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “If anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.”

36Then He took a little child and set him in the midst of them. And when He had taken him in His arms, He said to them, 

37“Whoever receives one of these little children in My name receives Me; and Rwhoever receives Me, receives not Me but Him who sent Me.”

38RNow John answered Him, saying, “Teacher, we saw someone who does not follow us casting out demons in Your name, and we forbade him because he does not follow us.”

39But Jesus said, “Do not forbid him, Rfor no one who works a miracle in My name can soon afterward speak evil of Me.

40“For Rhe who is not against us is on our* side.

41R“For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in My name, because you belong to Christ, assuredly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.

Warning About Hell—Matt. 18:6–9

42R“But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me Tto stumble, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the sea.

43R“If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life Tmaimed, rather than having two hands, to go to hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched—

44“where

R‘Their worm does not die 

And the fire is not quenched.’*

45“And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame, rather than having two feet, to be cast into Thell, into the fire that shall never be quenched—

46“where

R‘Their worm does not die,

And the fire is not quenched.’*

47“And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire—

48“where

‘Their worm does not die 

And the fire is not quenched.’*

49“For everyone will be Rseasoned with fire, * Rand every sacrifice will be seasoned with salt.

50R“Salt is good, but if the salt loses its flavor, how will you season it? RHave salt in yourselves, and Rhave peace with one another.”




CHAPTER 10

Marriage and Divorce—Matt. 19:1–9

1Then RHe arose from there and came to the region of Judea by the other side of the Jordan. And multitudes gathered to Him again, and as He was accustomed, He taught them again.

2RThe Pharisees came and asked Him, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” testing Him.

3And He answered and said to them, “What did Moses command you?”

4They said, R“Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce, and to dismiss her.”

5And Jesus answered and said to them, “Because of the hardness of your heart he wrote you this Tprecept.

6“But from the beginning of the creation, God ‘made them male and female.’*

7‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,

8‘and the two shall become one flesh’;* so then they are no longer two, but one flesh.

9“Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.”

10In the house His disciples also asked Him again about the same matter.

11So He said to them, R“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her.

12“And if a woman divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”

Children and the Kingdom Matt. 19:13–15; Luke 18:15–17

13Then they brought little children to Him, that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked those who brought them.

14But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God.

15“Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will Rby no means enter it.”

16And He took them up in His arms, laid His hands on them, and blessed them.

Rich Young Ruler Matt. 19:16–22; Luke 18:18–23

17Now as He was going out on the road, one came running, knelt before Him, and asked Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I Rdo that I may inherit eternal life?”

18So Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, RGod.

19“You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, ’ ‘Do not murder, ’ ‘Do not steal, ’ ‘Do not bear false witness, ’ ‘Do not defraud, ’ ‘Honor your father and your mother.’ ”*

20And he answered and said to Him, “Teacher, all these things I have Rkept from my youth.”

21Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “One thing you lack: Go your way, Rsell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, Rtake up the cross, and follow Me.”

22But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

Difficulty of Riches Matt. 19:23–26; Luke 18:24–27

23Then Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!”

24And the disciples were astonished at His words. But Jesus answered again and said to them, “Children, how hard it is for those Rwho trust in riches* to enter the kingdom of God!

25“It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a Rrich man to enter the kingdom of God.”

26And they were greatly astonished, saying among themselves, “Who then can be saved?”

27But Jesus looked at them and said, “With men it is impossible, but not with God; for with God all things are possible.”

Eternal Reward Matt. 19:27–30; Luke 18:28–30

28Then Peter began to say to Him, “See, we have left all and followed You.”

29So Jesus answered and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife* or children or Tlands, for My sake and the gospel’s, 

30R“who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time—houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with Rpersecutions—and in the age to come, eternal life.

31R“But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”

Coming Crucifixion Matt. 20:17–19; Luke 18:31–34

32Now they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was going before them; and they were amazed. And as they followed they were afraid. Then He took the twelve aside again and began to tell them the things that would happen to Him:

33“Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be Rbetrayed to the chief priests and to the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death and deliver Him to the Gentiles;

34“and Rthey will mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit on Him, and kill Him. And the third day He will rise again.”

“Whoever Desires to Become Great” Matt. 20:20–28

35Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Him, saying, “Teacher, we want You to do for us whatever we ask.”

36And He said to them, “What do you want Me to do for you?”

37They said to Him, “Grant us that we may sit, one on Your right hand and the other on Your left, in Your glory.”

38But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you ask. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?”

39They said to Him, “We are able.” So Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink the cup that I drink, and with the baptism I am baptized with you will be baptized;

40“but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those Rfor whom it is prepared.”

41RAnd when the ten heard it, they began to be greatly displeased with James and John.

42But Jesus called them to Himself and said to them, R“You know that those who are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them.

43R“Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant.

44“And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all.

45“For even Rthe Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and Rto give His life a ransom for many.”

Blind Bartimaeus Is Healed Matt. 20:29–34; Luke 18:35–43

46Now they came to Jericho. As He went out of Jericho with His disciples and a great multitude, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the road begging.

47And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”

48Then many warned him to be quiet; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”

49So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be called. Then they called the blind man, saying to him, “Be of good cheer. Rise, He is calling you.”

50And throwing aside his garment, he rose and came to Jesus.

51So Jesus answered and said to him, “What do you want Me to do for you?” The blind man said to Him, T“Rabboni, that I may receive my sight.”

52Then Jesus said to him, “Go your way; Ryour faith has Tmade you well.” And immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus on the road.




CHAPTER 11

The Triumphal Entry Matt. 21:1–11; Luke 19:29–40

1Now Rwhen they drew near Jerusalem, to Bethphage* and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, He sent two of His disciples;

2and He said to them, “Go into the village opposite you; and as soon as you have entered it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has sat. Loose it and bring it.

3“And if anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it, ’ and immediately he will send it here.”

4So they went their way, and found the* colt tied by the door outside on the street, and they loosed it.

5But some of those who stood there said to them, “What are you doing, loosing the colt?”

6And they spoke to them just as Jesus had commanded. So they let them go.

7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their clothes on it, and He sat on it.

8And many spread their clothes on the road, and others cut down leafy branches from the trees and spread them on the road.

9Then those who went before and those who followed Rcried out, saying:

“Hosanna!

‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’*

10Blessed is the kingdom of our father David

That comes in the name of the Lord!*

RHosanna in the highest!”

11RAnd Jesus went into Jerusalem and into the temple. So when He had looked around at all things, as the hour was already late, He went out to Bethany with the twelve.

A Fig Tree Is Cursed—Matt. 21:18, 19

12Now the next day, when they had come out from Bethany, He was hungry.

13RAnd seeing from afar a fig tree having leaves, He went to see if perhaps He would find something on it. When He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs.

14In response Jesus said to it, “Let no one eat fruit from you ever again.” And His disciples heard it.

The Temple Is Cleansed Matt. 21:12, 13; Luke 19:45, 46

15RSo they came to Jerusalem. Then Jesus went into the temple and began to drive out those who bought and sold in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold Rdoves.

16And He would not allow anyone to carry wares through the temple.

17Then He taught, saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations’ ?* But you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’ ”*

18And the scribes and chief priests heard it and sought how they might destroy Him; for they feared Him, because all the people were astonished at His teaching.

19When evening had come, He went out of the city.

Power of Faith—Matt. 21:20–22

20Now in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots.

21And Peter, remembering, said to Him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree which You cursed has withered away.”

22So Jesus answered and said to them, “Have faith in God.

23“For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea, ’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.

24“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.

Necessity of Forgiveness

25“And whenever you stand praying, Rif you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.

26“But Rif you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.”*

Question of Authority Matt. 21:23–27; Luke 20:1–8

27Then they came again to Jerusalem. RAnd as He was walking in the temple, the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders came to Him.

28And they said to Him, “By what authority are You doing these things? And who gave You this authority to do these things?”

29But Jesus answered and said to them, “I also will ask you one question; then answer Me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things:

30“The baptism of John—was it from heaven or from men? Answer Me.”

31And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven, ’ He will say, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’

32“But if we say, ‘From men’ ”—they feared the people, for Rall counted John to have been a prophet indeed.

33So they answered and said to Jesus, “We do not know.” And Jesus answered and said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.”




CHAPTER 12

Parable of the Vineyard Owner Matt. 21:33–46; Luke 20:9–19

1Then He began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a place for the wine vat and built a tower. And he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far country.

2“Now at vintage-time he sent a servant to the vinedressers, that he might receive some of the fruit of the vineyard from the vinedressers.

3“And they took him and beat him and sent him away empty-handed.

4“Again he sent them another servant, and at him they threw stones, * wounded him in the head, and sent him away shamefully treated.

5“And again he sent another, and him they killed; and many others, Rbeating some and killing some.

6“Therefore still having one son, his beloved, he also sent him to them last, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’

7“But those vinedressers said among themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’

8“So they took him and Rkilled him and cast him out of the vineyard.

9“Therefore what will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the vinedressers, and give the vineyard to others.

10“Have you not even read this Scripture:

‘The stone which the builders rejected

Has become the chief cornerstone.

11This was the LORD’s doing,

And it is marvelous in our eyes’? ”*

12And they sought to lay hands on Him, but feared the multitude, for they knew He had spoken the parable against them. So they left Him and went away.

Question of Taxes Matt. 22:15–22; Luke 20:20–26

13RThen they sent to Him some of the Pharisees and the Herodians, to catch Him in His words.

14When they had come, they said to Him, “Teacher, we know that You are true, and Tcare about no one; for You do not regard the person of men, but teach the Rway of God in truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?

15“Shall we pay, or shall we not pay?” But He, knowing their Rhypocrisy, said to them, “Why do you test Me? Bring Me a denarius that I may see it.”

16So they brought it. And He said to them, “Whose image and inscription is this?” They said to Him, “Caesar’s.”

17And Jesus answered and said to them, T“Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to RGod the things that are God’s.” And they marveled at Him.

Question of the Resurrection Matt. 22:23–33; Luke 20:27–40

18RThen some Sadducees, Rwho say there is no resurrection, came to Him; and they asked Him, saying:

19“Teacher, RMoses wrote to us that if a man’s brother dies, and leaves his wife behind, and leaves no children, his brother should take his wife and raise up offspring for his brother.

20“Now there were seven brothers. The first took a wife; and dying, he left no offspring.

21“And the second took her, and he died; nor did he leave any offspring. And the third likewise.

22“So the seven had her and left no offspring. Last of all the woman died also.

23“Therefore, in the resurrection, when they rise, whose wife will she be? For all seven had her as wife.”

24Jesus answered and said to them, “Are you not therefore Tmistaken, because you do not know the Scriptures nor the power of God?

25“For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.

26“But concerning the dead, that they Rrise, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the burning bush passage, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’ ?*

27“He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living. You are therefore greatly Tmistaken.”

Question of the Greatest Commandment Matt. 22:34–40

28RThen one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, perceiving* that He had answered them well, asked Him, “Which is the Tfirst commandment of all?”

29Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: R‘Hear, O Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is one.

30‘And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’* This is the first commandment.*

31“And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’* There is no other commandment greater than Rthese.”

32So the scribe said to Him, “Well said, Teacher. You have spoken the truth, for there is one God, Rand there is no other but He.

33“And to love Him with all the heart, with all the understanding, with all the soul, * and with all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is more than all the whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

34Now when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, He said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” RBut after that no one dared question Him.

Jesus Questions the Leaders Matt. 22:41–45; Luke 20:41–44

35RThen Jesus answered and said, while He taught in the temple, “How is it that the scribes say that the Christ is the Son of David?

36“For David himself said Rby the Holy Spirit:

‘The LORD said to my Lord,

“Sit at My right hand,

Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” ’*

37“Therefore David himself calls Him ‘Lord’; how is He then his Son?” And the common people heard Him gladly.

Jesus Condemns the Leaders Matt. 23:1–14; Luke 20:45–21:4

38Then RHe said to them in His teaching, R“Beware of the scribes, who desire to go around in long robes, Rlove greetings in the marketplaces, 

39“the Rbest seats in the synagogues, and the best places at feasts, 

40R“who devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. These will receive greater condemnation.”

41RNow Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money Rinto the treasury. And many who were rich put in much.

42Then one poor widow came and threw in two mites, * which make a quadrans.

43So He called His disciples to Himself and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given to the treasury;

44“for they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.”




CHAPTER 13

Questions from the Disciples Matt. 24:1–3; Luke 21:5–7

1Then Ras He went out of the temple, one of His disciples said to Him, “Teacher, see what manner of stones and what buildings are here!”

2And Jesus answered and said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? RNot one stone shall be left upon another, that shall not be thrown down.”

3Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked Him privately, 

4R“Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign when all these things will be fulfilled?”

The Tribulation—Matt. 24:4–25; Luke 21:8–24

5And Jesus, answering them, began to say: “Take heed that no one deceives you.

6“For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He, ’ and will deceive many.

7“But when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be troubled; for such things must happen, but the end is not yet.

8“For nation will rise against nation, and Rkingdom against kingdom. And there will be earthquakes in various places, and there will be famines and troubles.* These are the beginnings of sorrows.

9“But Rwatch out for yourselves, for they will deliver you up to councils, and you will be beaten in the synagogues. You will be brought* before rulers and kings for My sake, for a testimony to them.

10“And Rthe gospel must first be preached to all the nations.

11R“But when they arrest you and deliver you up, do not worry beforehand, or premeditate* what you will speak. But whatever is given you in that hour, speak that; for it is not you who speak, Rbut the Holy Spirit.

12“Now Rbrother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and cause them to be put to death.

13R“And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But Rhe who endures to the end shall be saved.

14“So when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’* spoken of by Daniel the prophet, * standing where it ought not” (let the reader understand), “then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.

15“Let him who is on the housetop not go down into the house, nor enter to take anything out of his house.

16“And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes.

17R“But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days!

18“And pray that your flight may not be in winter.

19R“For in those days there will be tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the creation which God created until this time, nor ever shall be.

20“And unless the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake, whom He chose, He shortened the days.

21R“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or, ‘Look, He is there!’ do not believe it.

22“For false christs and false prophets will rise and show signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.

23“But Rtake heed; see, I have told you all things beforehand.

The Second Coming Matt. 24:29–31; Luke 21:25–28

24R“But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light;

25“the stars of heaven will fall, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

26R“Then they will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and glory.

27“And then He will send His angels, and gather together His Telect from the four winds, from the farthest part of earth to the farthest part of heaven.

Parable of the Fig Tree—Matt. 24:32–35

28R“Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender, and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near.

29“So you also, when you see these things happening, know that it* is near—at the doors!

30“Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place.

31“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.

Exhortation to Watch Matt. 24:36–51; Luke 21:34–36

32“But of that day and hour Rno one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.

33R“Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time is.

34“It is like a man going to a far country, who left his house and gave authority to his servants, and to each his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to watch.

35“Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the house is coming—in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning—

36“lest, coming suddenly, he find you sleeping.

37“And what I say to you, I say to all: Watch!”




CHAPTER 14

Leaders Plot to Kill Jesus Matt. 26:1–5; Luke 22:1, 2

1After Rtwo days it was the Passover and Rthe Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might take Him by trickery and put Him to death.

2But they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar of the people.”

Mary Anoints Jesus Matt. 26:6–13; John 12:1–8

3And being in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, as He sat at the table, a woman came having an alabaster flask of very costly oil of spikenard. Then she broke the flask and poured it on His head.

4But there were some who were indignant among themselves, and said, “Why was this fragrant oil wasted?

5“For it might have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor.” And they criticized her sharply.

6But Jesus said, “Let her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a good work for Me.

7“For you have the poor with you always, and whenever you wish you may do them good; but Me you do not have always.

8“She has done what she could. She has come beforehand to anoint My body for Rburial.

9“Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is Rpreached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her.”

Judas Plans to Betray Jesus Matt. 26:14–16; Luke 22:3–6

10RThen Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Him to them.

11And when they heard it, they were glad, and promised to give him money. So he sought how he might conveniently betray Him.

The Passover Is Prepared Matt. 26:17–19; Luke 22:7–13

12RNow on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they Tkilled the Passover lamb, His disciples said to Him, “Where do You want us to go and prepare, that You may eat the Passover?”

13And He sent out two of His disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him.

14“Wherever he goes in, say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, “Where is the guest room in which I may eat the Passover with My disciples?” ’

15“Then he will show you a large upper room, furnished and prepared; there make ready for us.”

16So His disciples went out, and came into the city, and found it just as He had said to them; and they prepared the Passover.

The Passover Is Celebrated Matt. 26:20–25; Luke 22:14–16; John 13:21–30

17In the evening He came with the twelve.

18Now as they sat and ate, Jesus said, “Assuredly, I say to you, Rone of you who eats with Me will betray Me.”

19And they began to be sorrowful, and to say to Him one by one, “Is it I?” And another said, “Is it I?”*

20He answered and said to them, “It is one of the twelve, who dips with Me in the dish.

21R“The Son of Man indeed goes just as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had never been born.”

The Lord’s Supper Is Instituted Matt. 26:26–29; Luke 22:17–23

22RAnd as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them and said, “Take, eat;* this is My Rbody.”

23Then He took the cup, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them, and they all drank from it.

24And He said to them, “This is My blood of the new* covenant, which is shed for many.

25“Assuredly, I say to you, I will no longer drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”

Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial Matt. 26:30–35; Luke 22:31–38; John 13:36–38

26RAnd when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

27RThen Jesus said to them, “All of you will be made to stumble because of Me this night, * for it is written:

‘I will strike the Shepherd,

And the sheep will be scattered.’*

28“But Rafter I have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee.”

29RPeter said to Him, “Even if all are made to stumble, yet I will not be.”

30Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you Rthat today, even this night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times.”

31But he spoke more vehemently, “If I have to die with You, I will not deny You!” And they all said likewise.

Jesus Prays in Gethsemane Matt. 26:36–46; Luke 22:39–46

32RThen they came to a place which was named Gethsemane; and He said to His disciples, “Sit here while I pray.”

33And He Rtook Peter, James, and John with Him, and He began to be troubled and deeply distressed.

34Then He said to them, R“My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch.”

35He went a little farther, and fell on the ground, and prayed that if it were possible, the hour might pass from Him.

36And He said, R“Abba, Father, Rall things are possible for You. Take this cup away from Me; Rnevertheless, not what I will, but what You will.”

37Then He came and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, “Simon, are you sleeping? Could you not watch one hour?

38R“Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

39Again He went away and prayed, and spoke the same words.

40And when He returned, He found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy; and they did not know what to answer Him.

41Then He came the third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? It is enough! RThe hour has come; behold, the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners.

42R“Rise, let us be going. See, My Rbetrayer is at hand.”

Judas Betrays Jesus Matt. 26:47–56; Luke 22:47–53; John 18:1–11

43RAnd immediately, while He was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, with a great multitude with swords and clubs, came from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders.

44Now His betrayer had given them a signal, saying, “Whomever I kiss, He is the One; seize Him and lead Him away safely.”

45As soon as he had come, immediately he went up to Him and said to Him, “Rabbi, Rabbi!” and kissed Him.

46Then they laid their hands on Him and took Him.

47And one of those who stood by drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear.

48Then Jesus answered and said to them, “Have you come out, as against a robber, with swords and clubs to take Me?

49“I was daily with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize Me. But Rthe Scriptures must be fulfilled.”

50Then they all forsook Him and fled.

51Now a certain young man followed Him, having a linen cloth thrown around his naked body. And the young men laid hold of him, 

52and he left the linen cloth and fled from them naked.

The Sanhedrin Tries Jesus Matt. 26:57–68; Luke 22:54, 55, 63–65; John 18:12, 18, 24

53And they led Jesus away to the high priest; and with him were assembled all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes.

54But RPeter followed Him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. And he sat with the servants and warmed himself at the fire.

55RNow the chief priests and all the council sought testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, but found none.

56For many bore false witness against Him, but their testimonies did not agree.

57Then Rsome rose up and bore false witness against Him, saying, 

58“We heard Him say, R‘I will destroy this temple made with hands, and within three days I will build another made without hands.’ ”

59But not even then did their testimony agree.

60RAnd the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, saying, “Do You answer nothing? What is it these men testify against You?”

61But RHe kept silent and answered nothing. RAgain the high priest asked Him, saying to Him, “Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?”

62Jesus said, “I am. RAnd you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 

63Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “What further need do we have of witnesses?

64“You have heard the blasphemy! What do you think?” And they all Rcondemned Him to be deserving of death.

65Then some began to Rspit on Him, and to blindfold Him, and to beat Him, and to say to Him, “Prophesy!” And the officers struck Him with the palms of their hands.*

Peter Denies Jesus Matt. 26:69–75; Luke 22:55–62; John 18:15–18, 25–27

66RNow as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came.

67And when she saw Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were with RJesus of Nazareth.”

68But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what you are saying.” And he went out on the porch, and a rooster crowed.

69RAnd the servant girl saw him again, and began to say to those who stood by, “This is one of them.”

70But he denied it again. And a little later those who stood by said to Peter again, “Surely you are one of them; for you are a Galilean, and your speech shows it.”*

71Then he began to curse and swear, “I do not know this Man of whom you speak!”

72RA second time the rooster crowed. Then Peter called to mind the word that Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times.” And when he thought about it, he wept.




CHAPTER 15

Pilate Tries Jesus Matt. 27:1, 2, 11–23; Luke 23:1–5, 13–23; John 18:28–19:15

1Immediately, Rin the morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole council; and they bound Jesus, led Him away, and Rdelivered Him to Pilate.

2RThen Pilate asked Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” He answered and said to him, “It is as you say.”

3And the chief priests accused Him of many things, but He answered nothing.

4Then Pilate asked Him again, saying, “Do You answer nothing? See how many things they testify against You!”*

5RBut Jesus still answered nothing, so that Pilate marveled.

6Now Rat the feast he was accustomed to releasing one prisoner to them, whomever they requested.

7And there was one named Barabbas, who was chained with his fellow rebels; they had committed murder in the rebellion.

8Then the multitude, crying aloud, * began to ask him to do just as he had always done for them.

9But Pilate answered them, saying, “Do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?”

10For he knew that the chief priests had handed Him over because of envy.

11But Rthe chief priests stirred up the crowd, so that he should rather release Barabbas to them.

12Pilate answered and said to them again, “What then do you want me to do with Him whom you call the King of the Jews?”

13So they cried out again, “Crucify Him!”

14Then Pilate said to them, “Why, Rwhat evil has He done?” But they cried out all the more, “Crucify Him!”

Jesus Is Beaten Matt. 27:26–34; Luke 23:24–32; John 19:16–22

15RSo Pilate, wanting to gratify the crowd, released Barabbas to them; and he delivered Jesus, after he had scourged Him, to be Rcrucified.

16RThen the soldiers led Him away into the hall called Praetorium, and they called together the whole garrison.

17And they clothed Him with purple; and they twisted a crown of thorns, put it on His head, 

18and began to salute Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!”

19Then they Rstruck Him on the head with a reed and spat on Him; and bowing the knee, they worshiped Him.

20And when they had mocked Him, they took the purple off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him.

21Then they compelled a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, the father of Alexander and Rufus, as he was coming out of the country and passing by, to bear His cross.

22And they brought Him to the place Golgotha, which is translated, Place of a Skull.

23Then they gave Him wine mingled with myrrh to drink, but He did not take it.

Jesus Is Crucified Matt. 27:35–56; Luke 23:33–49; John 19:18, 23–30

24And when they crucified Him, they divided His garments, casting lots for them to determine what every man should take.

25Now Rit was the third hour, and they crucified Him.

26And Rthe inscription of His Taccusation was written above:

THE KING OF THE JEWS.

27RWith Him they also crucified two robbers, one on His right and the other on His left.

28So the Scripture was fulfilled* which says, “And He was numbered with the transgressors.”*

29And Rthose who passed by blasphemed Him, Rwagging their heads and saying, “Aha! You who destroy the temple and build it in three days, 

30“save Yourself, and come down from the cross!”

31Likewise the chief priests also, Rmocking among themselves with the scribes, said, “He saved Rothers; Himself He cannot save.

32R“Let the Christ, the King of Israel, descend now from the cross, that we may see and believe.”* Even those who were crucified with Him reviled Him.

33Now Rwhen the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour.

34And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which is translated, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”*

35Some of those who stood by, when they heard that, said, “Look, He is calling for Elijah!”

36Then Rsomeone ran and filled a sponge full of sour wine, put it on a reed, and Roffered it to Him to drink, saying, “Let Him alone; let us see if Elijah will come to take Him down.”

37RAnd Jesus cried out with a loud voice, and breathed His last.

38Then Rthe veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.

39So Rwhen the centurion, who stood opposite Him, saw that He cried out like this and breathed His last, * he said, “Truly this Man was the Son of God!”

40RThere were also women looking on Rfrom afar, among whom were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the Less and of Joses, and Salome, 

41who also Rfollowed Him and ministered to Him when He was in Galilee, and many other women who came up with Him to Jerusalem.

Jesus Is Buried Matt. 27:57–61; Luke 23:50–55; John 19:38–42

42RNow when evening had come, because it was the Preparation Day, that is, the day before the Sabbath, 

43RJoseph of Arimathea, a prominent council member, who Rwas himself waiting for the kingdom of God, coming and taking courage, went in to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.

44Pilate marveled that He was already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him if He had been dead for some time.

45So when he found out from the centurion, he granted the body to Joseph.

46Then he bought fine linen, took Him down, and wrapped Him in the linen. And he Rlaid Him in a tomb which had been hewn out of the rock, and rolled a stone against the door of the tomb.

47And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses observed where He was laid.




CHAPTER 16

The Resurrection of Jesus Matt. 28:1–8; Luke 24:1–9

1Now Rwhen the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, that they might come and anoint Him.

2RVery early in the morning, on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had risen.

3And they said among themselves, “Who will roll away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?”

4But when they looked up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away—for it was very large.

5RAnd entering the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a long white robe sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed.

6But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is Rrisen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him.

7“But go, tell His disciples—and Peter—that He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him, as He said to you.”

8So they went out quickly* and fled from the tomb, for they trembled and were amazed. RAnd they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

The Appearances of Jesus Luke 24:13–48; John 20:1–10

9Now when He rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, Rout of whom He had cast seven demons.

10She went and told those who had been with Him, as they mourned and wept.

11RAnd when they heard that He was alive and had been seen by her, they did not believe.

12After that, He appeared in another form Rto two of them as they walked and went into the country.

13And they went and told it to the rest, but they did not believe them either.

14RLater He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen.

15RAnd He said to them, “Go into all the world Rand preach the gospel to every creature.

16R“He who believes and is baptized will be saved; Rbut he who does not believe will be condemned.

17“And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues;

18R“they* will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

The Ascension of Jesus Luke 24:49–53; Acts 1:9

19So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was Rreceived up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God.

20And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them Rand confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.*




The Gospel According to Luke
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THE BOOK OF LUKE

Luke, a physician, writes with the compassion and warmth of a family doctor as he carefully documents the perfect humanity of the Son of Man, Jesus Christ. Luke emphasizes Jesus’ ancestry, birth, and early life before moving carefully and chronologically through His earthly ministry. Growing belief and growing opposition develop side by side. Those who believe are challenged to count the cost of discipleship. Those who oppose will not be satisfied until the Son of Man hangs lifeless on a cross. But the Resurrection insures that His purpose will be fulfilled: “to seek and to save that which was lost” (19:10).

Kata Loukon, “According to Luke, ” is the ancient title that was added to this gospel at a very early date. The Greek name Luke appears only three times in the New Testament (Col. 4:14; 2 Tim. 4:11; Philem. 24).
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THE AUTHOR OF LUKE





It is evident from the prologues to Luke and Acts (Luke 1:1–4; Acts 1:1–5) that both books were addressed to Theophilus as a two-volume work (Luke is called “the former account”). Acts begins with a summary of Luke and continues the story from where the Gospel of Luke concludes. The style and language of both books are quite similar. The “we” portions of Acts (Acts 16:1–17; 20:5–21:18; 27:1–28:16) reveal that the author was a close associate and traveling companion of Paul. Because all but two of Paul’s associates are named in the third person, the list can be narrowed to Titus and Luke. Titus has never been seriously regarded as a possible author of Acts, and Luke best fits the requirements. He was with Paul during his first Roman imprisonment, and Paul referred to him as “Luke the beloved physician” (Col. 4:14; cf. Philem. 24). During his second Roman imprisonment, Paul wrote “Only Luke is with me” (2 Tim. 4:11), an evidence of Luke’s loyalty to the apostle in the face of profound danger.

Luke may have been a Hellenistic Jew, but it is more likely that he was a Gentile (this would make him the only Gentile contributor to the New Testament). In Colossians 4:10–14, Paul lists three fellow workers who are “of the circumcision” (vv. 10, 11) and then includes Luke’s name with two Gentiles (vv. 12–14). Luke’s obvious skill with the Greek language and his phrase “their own language” in Acts 1:19 also imply that he was not Jewish. It has been suggested that Luke may have been a Greek physician to a Roman family who at some point was set free and given Roman citizenship. Another guess is that he was the “brother” referred to in 2 Corinthians 8:18, 19. Ancient traditions (including the Muratorian Fragment, Irenaeus, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Eusebius, and Jerome) strongly support Luke as the author of Luke and Acts. Tradition also says that Luke was from Syrian Antioch, remained unmarried, and died at the age of eighty-four.
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THE TIME OF LUKE

Luke was not an eyewitness of the events in his gospel, but he relied on the testimony of eyewitnesses and written sources (1:1–4). He carefully investigated and arranged his material and presented it to Theophilus (“Friend of God”). The title “most excellent, ” or “most noble” (see Acts 23:26; 24:3; 26:25), indicates that Theophilus was a man of high social standing. He probably assumed responsibility for publishing Luke and Acts so that they would be available to Gentile readers. Luke translates Aramaic terms with Greek words and explains Jewish customs and geography to make his gospel more intelligible to his original Greek readership. During Paul’s two-year Caesarean imprisonment, Luke may have traveled in Palestine to gather information from eyewitnesses of Jesus’ ministry. The date of this gospel depends on that of Acts since this was the first volume (see “The Time of Acts”). If Luke was written during Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome it would be dated in the early 60s. However, it may have been given final form in Greece. In all probability, its publication preceded the destruction of Jerusalem (A.D. 70).
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THE CHRIST OF LUKE

The humanity and compassion of Jesus are repeatedly stressed in Luke’s gospel. Luke gives the most complete account of Christ’s ancestry, birth, and development. He is the ideal Son of Man who identified with the sorrow and plight of sinful men in order to carry our sorrows and offer us the priceless gift of salvation. Jesus alone fulfills the Greek ideal of human perfection.
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KEYS TO LUKE

Key Word: Jesus the Son of Man—Luke clearly states his purpose in the prologue of his gospel: “to write to you an orderly account … that you may know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed” (1:3, 4). Luke wanted to create an accurate, chronological, and comprehensive account of the unique life of Jesus the Christ to strengthen the faith of Gentile believers and stimulate saving faith among nonbelievers. Luke also had another purpose, and that was to show that Christ was not only divine but also human. Luke portrays Christ in His fullest humanity by devoting more of his writing to Christ’s feelings and humanity than any other gospel.

Key Verses: Luke 1:3, 4 and 19:10—“It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write to you an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus, that you may know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed” (1:3, 4).

“ ‘For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost’ ” (19:10).

Key Chapter: Luke 15—Captured in the three parables of the Lost Sheep, Lost Coin, and Lost Son is the crux of this gospel: that God through Christ has come to seek and to save that which was lost.
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SURVEY OF LUKE

Luke builds the gospel narrative on the platform of historical reliability. His emphasis on chronological and historical accuracy makes this the most comprehensive of the four gospels. This is also the longest and most literary gospel, and it presents Jesus Christ as the Perfect Man who came to seek and to save sinful men. This book can be divided into four sections: the introduction of the Son of Man (1:1–4:13); the ministry of the Son of Man (4:14–9:50); the rejection of the Son of Man (9:51–19:27); the crucifixion and resurrection of the Son of Man (19:28–24:53).

The Introduction of the Son of Man (1:1–4:13): Luke places a strong emphasis on the ancestry, birth, and early years of the Perfect Man and of His forerunner John the Baptist. Their infancy stories are intertwined as Luke records their birth announcements, advents, and temple presentations. Jesus prepares over thirty years (summarized in one verse, 2:52) for a public ministry of only three years. The ancestry of the Son of Man is traced back to the first man Adam, and His ministry commences after His baptism and temptation.

The Ministry of the Son of Man (4:14–9:50): The authority of the Son of Man over every realm is demonstrated in 4:14–6:49. In this section His authority over demons, disease, nature, the effects of sin, tradition, and all people is presented as a prelude to His diverse ministry of preaching, healing, and discipling (7:1–9:50).

The Rejection of the Son of Man (9:51–19:27): The dual response of growing belief and growing rejection has already been introduced in the gospel (cf. 4:14 and 6:11), but from this time forward the intensity of opposition to the ministry of the Son of Man increases. When the religious leaders accuse Him of being demonized, Jesus pronounces a series of divine woes upon them (11). Knowing that He is on His last journey to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs His disciples on a number of practical matters including prayer, covetousness, faithfulness, repentance, humility, discipleship, evangelism, money, forgiveness, service, thankfulness, the Second Advent, and salvation (12:1–19:27).

The Crucifixion and Resurrection of the Son of Man (19:28–24:53): After His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, Jesus encounters the opposition of the priests, Sadducees, and scribes and predicts the overthrow of Jerusalem (19:28–21:38). The Son of Man instructs His disciples for the last time before His betrayal in Gethsemane. The three religious and three civil trials culminate in His crucifixion. The glory and foundation of the Christian message is the historical resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Lord conquers the grave as He has promised, and appears on a number of occasions to His disciples before His ascension to the Father.
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OUTLINE OF LUKE
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CHAPTER 1

The Purpose and Method of Luke’s Gospel

1Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those things which have been fulfilled* among us, 

2just as those who Rfrom the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to us, 

3it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write to you an orderly account, Rmost excellent Theophilus, 

4that you may know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed.

Zacharias Ministers in the Temple

5There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, Rof the division of RAbijah. His wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.

6And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.

7But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they were both well advanced in years.

8So it was, that while he was serving as priest before God in the order of his division, 

9according to the custom of the priesthood, his lot fell Rto burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. 

10And the whole multitude of the people was praying outside at the hour of incense.

An Angel Announces the Birth of John the Baptist

11Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of Rthe altar of incense.

12And when Zacharias saw him, Rhe was troubled, and fear fell upon him.

13But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John.

14“And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.

15“For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb.

16“And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.

17“He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, ’* and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

Zacharias Is Unable to Speak

18And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is well advanced in years.”

19And the angel answered and said to him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and was sent to speak to you and bring you these glad tidings.

20“But behold, you will be mute and not able to speak until the day these things take place, because you did not believe my words which will be fulfilled in their own time.”

21And the people waited for Zacharias, and marveled that he lingered so long in the temple.

22But when he came out, he could not speak to them; and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple, for he beckoned to them and remained speechless.

23So it was, as soon as Rthe days of his service were completed, that he departed to his own house.

24Now after those days his wife Elizabeth conceived; and she hid herself five months, saying, 

25“Thus the Lord has dealt with me, in the days when He looked on me, to Rtake away my reproach among people.”

Gabriel Announces Christ’s Birth

26Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 

27to a Rvirgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 

28And having come in, the angel said to her, R“Rejoice, highly favored one, Rthe Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!”*

29But when she saw him, * Rshe was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was.

30Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found Rfavor with God.

31R“And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and Rshall call His name JESUS.

32“He will be great, Rand will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David.

33R“And He will reign over the house of Jacob Rforever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”

Mary Miraculously Conceives

34Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I do not know a man?”

35And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.

36“Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren.

37“For Rwith God nothing will be impossible.”

38Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

Mary Visits Elizabeth

39Now Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with haste, Rto a city of Judah, 

40and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.

41And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was Rfilled with the Holy Spirit.

42Then she spoke out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!

43“But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?

44“For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.

45R“Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of those things which were told her from the Lord.”

46And Mary said:

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

47And my spirit has Rrejoiced in RGod my Savior.

48For RHe has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant;

For behold, henceforth Rall generations will call me blessed.

49For He who is mighty Rhas done great things for me, 

And Rholy is His name.

50And RHis mercy is on those who fear Him

From generation to generation.

51He has shown strength with His arm;

He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

52RHe has put down the mighty from their thrones, 

And exalted the lowly.

53He has Rfilled the hungry with good things, 

And the rich He has sent away empty.

54He has helped His servant Israel, 

In remembrance of His mercy, 

55RAs He spoke to our fathers, 

To Abraham and to his seed forever.”

56And Mary remained with her about three months, and returned to her house.

Elizabeth Gives Birth to John

57Now Elizabeth’s full time came for her to be delivered, and she brought forth a son.

58When her neighbors and relatives heard how the Lord had shown great mercy to her, they Rrejoiced with her.

59So it was, Ron the eighth day, that they came to circumcise the child; and they would have called him by the name of his father, Zacharias.

60His mother answered and said, R“No; he shall be called John.”

61But they said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who is called by this name.”

62So they made signs to his father—what he would have him called.

63And he asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, saying, “His name is John.” So they all marveled.

64Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, praising God.

65Then fear came on all who dwelt around them; and all these sayings were discussed throughout all the hill country of Judea.

66And all those who heard them Rkept them in their hearts, saying, “What kind of child will this be?” And Rthe hand of the Lord was with him.

Zacharias Prophesies of John’s Ministry

67Now his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying:

68“BlessedR is the Lord God of Israel, 

For RHe has visited and redeemed His people, 

69RAnd has raised up a horn of salvation for us

In the house of His servant David, 

70RAs He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, 

Who have been since the world began, 

71That we should be saved from our enemies

And from the hand of all who hate us, 

72RTo perform the mercy promised to our fathers

And to remember His holy covenant, 

73RThe oath which He swore to our father Abraham:

74To grant us that we, 

Being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 

Might serve Him without fear, 

75In holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our life.

76“And you, child, will be called the Rprophet of the Highest;

For Ryou will go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways, 

77To give Rknowledge of salvation to His people

By the remission of their sins, 

78Through the tender mercy of our God, 

With which the TDayspring from on high has visited* us;

79RTo give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, 

To Rguide our feet into the way of peace.”

80So Rthe child grew and became strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his manifestation to Israel.




CHAPTER 2

Christ Is Born

1And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.

2RThis census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria.

3So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city.

4Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to Rthe city of David, which is called RBethlehem, Rbecause he was of the house and lineage of David, 

5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, * who was with child.

6So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered.

7And Rshe brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

The Angels Announce Jesus to the Shepherds

8Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.

9And behold, * an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid.

10Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people.

11R“For there is born to you this day in the city of David Ra Savior, Rwho is Christ the Lord.

12“And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a Tmanger.”

13RAnd suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying:

14“Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth Rpeace, Rgoodwill toward men!”*

The Shepherds Visit Jesus

15So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.”

16And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger.

17Now when they had seen Him, they made widely* known the saying which was told them concerning this Child.

18And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds.

19RBut Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart.

20Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them.

Christ Is Circumcised

21And when eight days were completed for the circumcision of the Child, * His name was called JESUS, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.

22Now when Rthe days of her purification according to the law of Moses were completed, they brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord

23R(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every male who opens the womb shall be called holy to the LORD”), *

24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the law of the Lord, “A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”*

Simeon’s Prophecy

25And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and devout, Rwaiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.

26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.

27So he came Rby the Spirit into the temple. And when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the law, 

28he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said:

29“Lord, Rnow You are letting Your servant depart in peace, 

According to Your word;

30For my eyes have seen Your salvation

31Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, 

32RA light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, 

And the glory of Your people Israel.”

33And Joseph and His mother* marveled at those things which were spoken of Him.

34Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is destined for the Rfall and rising of many in Israel, and for Ra sign which will be spoken against

35“(yes, Ra sword will pierce through your own soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”

Anna’s Testimony

36Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of RAsher. She was of a great age, and had lived with a husband seven years from her virginity;

37and this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years, * who did not depart from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers Rnight and day.

38And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, * and spoke of Him to all those who Rlooked for redemption in Jerusalem.

Jesus Returns to Nazareth—Matt. 2:19–23

39So when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth.

40RAnd the Child grew and became strong in spirit, * filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.

Jesus Celebrates the Passover

41His parents went to RJerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover.

42And when He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the Rcustom of the feast.

43When they had finished the Rdays, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother* did not know it;

44but supposing Him to have been in the company, they went a day’s journey, and sought Him among their relatives and acquaintances.

45So when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him.

46Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions.

47And all who heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers.

48So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, “Son, why have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously.”

49And He said to them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be Rabout My Father’s business?”

50But Rthey did not understand the statement which He spoke to them.

Jesus Grows in Wisdom

51Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was Tsubject to them, but His mother Rkept all these things in her heart.

52And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.




CHAPTER 3

The Ministry of John the Baptist Matt. 3:1–12; Mark 1:2–8; John 1:19–31

1Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, RPontius Pilate being governor of Judea, Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 

2while RAnnas and Caiaphas were high priests, * the word of God came to John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness.

3And he went into all the region around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance Rfor the remission of sins, 

4as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, saying:

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the LORD;

Make His paths straight.

5Every valley shall be filled

And every mountain and hill brought low;

The crooked places shall be made straight

And the rough ways smooth;

6And Rall flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”*

7Then he said to the multitudes that came out to be baptized by him, R“BroodT of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

8“Therefore bear fruits Rworthy of repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.

9“And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore Revery tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

10So the people asked him, saying, R“What shall we do then?”

11He answered and said to them, R“He who has two tunics, let him give to him who has none; and he who has food, Rlet him do likewise.”

12Then Rtax collectors also came to be baptized, and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?”

13And he said to them, R“Collect no more than what is appointed for you.”

14Likewise the soldiers asked him, saying, “And what shall we do?” So he said to them, “Do not intimidate anyone or accuse falsely, and be content with your wages.”

15Now as the people were in expectation, and all reasoned in their hearts about John, whether he was the Christ or not, 

16John answered, saying to all, R“I indeed baptize you with water; but One mightier than I is coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

17“His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and Rgather the wheat into His barn; but the chaff He will burn with unquenchable fire.”

18And with many other exhortations he preached to the people.

19RBut Herod the tetrarch, being rebuked by him concerning Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, * and for all the evils which Herod had done, 

20also added this, above all, that he shut John up in prison.

The Baptism of Christ Matt. 3:13–17; Mark 1:9–11; John 1:32–34

21When all the people were baptized, Rit came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; and while He prayed, the heaven was opened.

22And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven which said, “You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased.”

The Genealogy of Christ Through Mary Gen. 5:1–32; 11:10–26; Ruth 4:18–22; 1 Chr. 1:1–4, 24–27, 34; 2:1–15; Matt. 1:2–6

23Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at Rabout thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) Rthe son of Joseph, the son of Heli, 

24the son of Matthat, * the son of Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of Janna, the son of Joseph, 

25the son of Mattathiah, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of Naggai, 

26the son of Maath, the son of Mattathiah, the son of Semei, the son of Joseph, the son of Judah, 

27the son of Joannas, the son of Rhesa, the son of RZerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri, 

28the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of Elmodam, the son of Er, 

29the son of Jose, the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, 

30the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonan, the son of Eliakim, 

31the son of Melea, the son of Menan, the son of Mattathah, the son of RNathan, Rthe son of David, 

32Rthe son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon, 

33the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, Rthe son of Judah, 

34the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, Rthe son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 

35the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, 

36Rthe son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 

37the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalalel, the son of Cainan, 

38the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, Rthe son of God.




CHAPTER 4

The Temptation of Christ Matt. 4:1–11; Mark 1:12, 13

1Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into* the wilderness, 

2being Ttempted for forty days by the devil. And Rin those days He ate nothing, and afterward, when they had ended, He was hungry.

3And the devil said to Him, “If You are Rthe Son of God, command this stone to become bread.”

4But Jesus answered him, saying, * “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.’ ”*

5Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain, showed Him* all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.

6And the devil said to Him, “All this authority I will give You, and their glory; for Rthis has been delivered to me, and I give it to whomever I wish.

7“Therefore, if You will worship before me, all will be Yours.”

8And Jesus answered and said to him, “Get behind Me, Satan!* For* it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ ”*

9RThen he brought Him to Jerusalem, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here.

10“For it is written:

‘He shall give His angels charge over you,

To keep you, ’

11“and, 

‘In their hands they shall bear you up,

Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’ ”*

12And Jesus answered and said to him, “It has been said, ‘You shall not Ttempt the LORD your God.’ ”*

13Now when the devil had ended every Ttemptation, he departed from Him Runtil an opportune time.

Acceptance Throughout Galilee Matt. 4:12; Mark 1:14

14Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of Him went out through all the surrounding region.

15And He Rtaught in their synagogues, Rbeing glorified by all.

Rejection at Nazareth

16So He came to RNazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read.

17And He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written:

18“The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me,

Because He has anointed Me

To preach the gospel to the poor;

He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,*

To proclaim liberty to the captives

And recovery of sight to theblind,

To Rset at liberty those who are Toppressed;

19To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.”*

20Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him.

21And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

22So all bore witness to Him, and Rmarveled at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth. And they said, R“Is this not Joseph’s son?”

23He said to them, “You will surely say this proverb to Me, ‘Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we have heard done in Capernaum, * do also here in Your country.’ ”

24Then He said, “Assuredly, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in his own country.

25“But I tell you truly, Rmany widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a great famine throughout all the land;

26“but to none of them was Elijah sent except to Zarephath, * in the region of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow.

27“And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.”

28So all those in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were Rfilled with Twrath, 

29and rose up and thrust Him out of the city; and they led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city was built, that they might throw Him down over the cliff.

30Then Rpassing through the midst of them, He went His way.

Demons Are Cast Out—Mark 1:21–28

31Then RHe went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and was teaching them on the Sabbaths.

32And they were astonished at His teaching, for His word was with authority.

33RNow in the synagogue there was a man who had a spirit of an unclean demon. And he cried out with a loud voice, 

34saying, “Let us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? RI know who You are—Rthe Holy One of God!”

35But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet, and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown him in their midst, it came out of him and did not hurt him.

36Then they were all amazed and spoke among themselves, saying, “What a word this is! For with authority and power He commands the unclean spirits, and they come out.”

37And the report about Him went out into every place in the surrounding region.

Peter’s Mother-in-Law Is Healed Matt. 8:14, 15; Mark 1:29–31

38Now He arose from the synagogue and entered Simon’s house. But Simon’s wife’s mother was sick with a high fever, and they made request of Him concerning her.

39So He stood over her and Rrebuked the fever, and it left her. And immediately she arose and served them.

Jesus Ministers Throughout Galilee Matt. 4:23–25; 8:16, 17; Mark 1:32–39

40RWhen the sun was setting, all those who had any that were sick with various diseases brought them to Him; and He laid His hands on every one of them and healed them.

41And demons also came out of many, crying out and saying, R“You are the Christ, * the Son of God!” And He, rebuking them, did not allow them to speak, for they knew that He was the Christ.

42RNow when it was day, He departed and went into a deserted place. And the crowd sought Him and came to Him, and tried to keep Him from leaving them;

43but He said to them, “I must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also, because for this purpose I have been sent.”

44RAnd He was preaching in the synagogues of Galilee.*




CHAPTER 5

The First Disciples Are Called

1So it was, as the multitude pressed about Him to Rhear the word of God, that He stood by the Lake of Gennesaret, 

2and saw two boats standing by the lake; but the fishermen had gone from them and were washing their nets.

3Then He got into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught the multitudes from the boat.

4When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, R“Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.”

5But Simon answered and said to Him, “Master, we have toiled all night and caught Rnothing; nevertheless Rat Your word I will let down the net.”

6And when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking.

7So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink.

8When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, R“Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!”

9For he and all who were with him were Rastonished at the catch of fish which they had taken;

10and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid. From now on you will catch men.”

11So when they had brought their boats to land, they forsook all and followed Him.

A Leper Is Cleansed Matt. 8:2–4; Mark 1:40–45

12And it happened when He was in a certain city, that behold, a man who was full of Rleprosy saw Jesus; and he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”

13Then He put out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” RImmediately the leprosy left him.

14RAnd He charged him to tell no one, “But go and show yourself to the priest, and make an offering for your cleansing, as a testimony to them, Rjust as Moses commanded.”

15However, the report went around concerning Him all the more; and great multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed by Him of their infirmities.

A Paralytic Is Healed Matt. 9:1–8; Mark 2:1–12

16RSo He Himself often withdrew into the wilderness and prayed.

17Now it happened on a certain day, as He was teaching, that there were Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting by, who had come out of every town of Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was present to heal them.*

18RThen behold, men brought on a bed a man who was paralyzed, whom they sought to bring in and lay before Him.

19And when they could not find how they might bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the housetop and let him down with his bed through the tiling into the midst Rbefore Jesus.

20When He saw their faith, He said to him, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.”

21RAnd the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, “Who is this who speaks blasphemies? RWho can forgive sins but God alone?”

22But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, He answered and said to them, “Why are you reasoning in your hearts?

23“Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you, ’ or to say, ‘Rise up and walk’?

24“But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—He said to the man who was paralyzed, R“I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.”

25Immediately he rose up before them, took up what he had been lying on, and departed to his own house, glorifying God.

26And they were all amazed, and they glorified God and were filled with fear, saying, “We have seen strange things today!”

Matthew Is Called—Matt. 9:9; Mark 2:13, 14

27After these things He went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, “Follow Me.”

28So he left all, rose up, and Rfollowed Him.

Jesus Eats with Sinners Matt. 9:10–13; Mark 2:15–17

29RThen Levi gave Him a great feast in his own house. And Rthere were a great number of tax collectors and others who sat down with them.

30And their scribes and the Pharisees* Tcomplained against His disciples, saying, R“Why do You eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?”

31Jesus answered and said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.

32R“I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”

Jesus Teaches About Fasting Matt. 9:14, 15; Mark 2:18–20

33Then they said to Him, R“Why do* the disciples of John fast often and make prayers, and likewise those of the Pharisees, but Yours eat and drink?”

34And He said to them, “Can you make the friends of the bridegroom fast while the Rbridegroom is with them?

35“But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them; then they will fast in those days.”

Parable of the Cloth and Wineskins Matt. 9:16, 17; Mark 2:21, 22

36RThen He spoke a parable to them: “No one puts a piece from a new garment on an old one;* otherwise the new makes a tear, and also the piece that was taken out of the new does not match the old.

37“And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; or else the new wine will burst the wineskins and be spilled, and the wineskins will be ruined.

38“But new wine must be put into new wineskins, and both are preserved.*

39“And no one, having drunk old wine, immediately* desires new; for he says, ‘The old is better.’ ”*




CHAPTER 6

Jesus Works on the Sabbath Matt. 12:1–8; Mark 2:23–28

1Now Rit happened on the second Sabbath after the first* that He went through the grainfields. And His disciples plucked the heads of grain and ate them, rubbing them in their hands.

2And some of the Pharisees said to them, “Why are you doing Rwhat is not lawful to do on the Sabbath?”

3But Jesus answering them said, “Have you not even read this, Rwhat David did when he was hungry, he and those who were with him:

4“how he went into the house of God, took and ate the showbread, and also gave some to those with him, Rwhich is not lawful for any but the priests to eat?”

5And He said to them, “The Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.”

Jesus Heals on the Sabbath Matt. 12:9–14; Mark 3:1–6

6RNow it happened on another Sabbath, also, that He entered the synagogue and taught. And a man was there whose right hand was withered.

7So the scribes and Pharisees watched Him closely, whether He would Rheal on the Sabbath, that they might find an accusation against Him.

8But He Rknew their thoughts, and said to the man who had the withered hand, “Arise and stand here.” And he arose and stood.

9Then Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one thing: RIs it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy?”* 

10And when He had looked around at them all, He said to the man, * “Stretch out your hand.” And he did so, and his hand was restored as whole as the other.*

11But they were filled with rage, and discussed with one another what they might do to Jesus.

Selection of the Twelve Apostles Mark 3:13–19

12Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God.

13And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He also named apostles:

14Simon, Rwhom He also named Peter, and Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and Bartholomew;

15Matthew and Thomas; James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called the Zealot;

16Judas Rthe son of James, and Judas Iscariot who also became a traitor.

17And He came down with them and stood on a level place with a crowd of His disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, and from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear Him and be healed of their diseases, 

18as well as those who were tormented with unclean spirits. And they were healed.

19And the whole multitude Rsought to touch Him, for power went out from Him and healed them all.

The Beatitudes—Matt. 5:1–12

20Then He lifted up His eyes toward His disciples, and said:

R“Blessed are you poor, 

For yours is the kingdom of God.

21Blessed are you who hunger now, 

For you shall be Rfilled.

Blessed are you who weep now, 

For you shall Rlaugh.

22Blessed are you when men hate you, 

And when they Rexclude you, 

And revile you, and cast out your name as evil, 

For the Son of Man’s sake.

23RRejoice in that day and leap for joy!

For indeed your reward is great in heaven, 

For Rin like manner their fathers did to the prophets.

24“But woe to you Rwho are rich, 

For Ryou have received your consolation.

25RWoe to you who are full, 

For you shall hunger.

Woe to you who laugh now, 

For you shall mourn and weep.

26RWoe to you* when all* men speak well of you, 

For so did their fathers to the false prophets.

Rules of Kingdom Life Matt. 5:39–48; 7:1, 2, 12

27“But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 

28R“bless those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you.

29R“To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other also. RAnd from him who takes away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either.

30R“Give to everyone who asks of you. And from him who takes away your goods do not ask them back.

31“And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise.

32R“But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.

33“And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.

34R“And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back.

35“But Rlove your enemies, Rdo good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil.

36R“Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.

37R“Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned. RForgive, and you will be forgiven.

38“Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.”

Parable of the Blind Leading the Blind Matt. 7:3–5, 16–18

39And He spoke a parable to them: R“Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both fall into the ditch?

40R“A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be like his teacher.

41R“And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not perceive the plank in your own eye?

42“Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me remove the speck that is in your eye, ’ when you yourself do not see the plank that is in your own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck that is in your brother’s eye.

43“For a good tree does not bear bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit.

44“For Revery tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they gather grapes from a bramble bush.

45R“A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart* brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.

Parable of the Two Foundations Matt. 7:21–27

46R“But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord, ’ and not do the things which I say?

47R“Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings and does them, I will show you whom he is like:

48“He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently against that house, and could not shake it, for it was founded on the rock.*

49“But he who heard and did nothing is like a man who built a house on the earth without a foundation, against which the stream beat vehemently; and immediately it fell.* And the ruin of that house was great.”




CHAPTER 7

A Centurion’s Servant Is Healed—Matt. 8:5–13

1Now when He concluded all His sayings in the hearing of the people, He Rentered Capernaum.

2And a certain centurion’s servant, who was dear to him, was sick and ready to die.

3So when he heard about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to Him, pleading with Him to come and heal his servant.

4And when they came to Jesus, they begged Him earnestly, saying that the one for whom He should do this was deserving, 

5“for he loves our nation, and has built us a synagogue.”

6Then Jesus went with them. And when He was already not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to Him, saying to Him, “Lord, do not trouble Yourself, for I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof.

7“Therefore I did not even think myself worthy to come to You. But Rsay the word, and my servant will be healed.

8“For I also am a man placed under Rauthority, having soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go, ’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come, ’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this, ’ and he does it.”

9When Jesus heard these things, He marveled at him, and turned around and said to the crowd that followed Him, “I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!”

10And those who were sent, returning to the house, found the servant well who had been sick.*

A Widow’s Son Is Raised

11Now it happened, the day after, that He went into a city called Nain; and many of His disciples went with Him, and a large crowd.

12And when He came near the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother; and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the city was with her.

13When the Lord saw her, He had Rcompassion on her and said to her, R“Do not weep.”

14Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And He said, “Young man, I say to you, Rarise.”

15So he who was dead Rsat up and began to speak. And He Rpresented him to his mother.

16RThen fear came upon all, and they Rglorified God, saying, R“A great prophet has risen up among us”; and, “God has visited His people.”

John’s Questions Are Answered—Matt. 11:2–6

17And this report about Him went throughout all Judea and all the surrounding region.

18Then the disciples of John reported to him concerning all these things.

19And John, calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to Jesus, * saying, “Are You Rthe Coming One, or Tdo we look for another?”

20When the men had come to Him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to You, saying, ‘Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?’ ”

21And that very hour He cured many of Tinfirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits; and to many blind He gave sight.

22RJesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the things you have seen and heard: that Rthe blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the gospel preached to them. 

23“And Rblessed is he who is not Toffended because of Me.”

Jesus Praises John—Matt. 11:7–15

24RWhen the messengers of John had departed, He began to speak to the multitudes concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind?

25“But what did you go out to see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed those who are gorgeously appareled and live in luxury are in kings’ courts.

26“But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet.

27“This is he of whom it is written:

‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face,

Who will prepare Your way before You.’*

28“For I say to you, among those born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist;* but he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”

29And when all the people heard Him, even the tax collectors justified God, having been baptized with the baptism of John.

30But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected Rthe will of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.

Jesus Criticizes His Generation Matt. 11:16–19

31And the Lord said, * R“To what then shall I liken the men of this generation, and what are they like?

32“They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another, saying:

‘We played the flute for you, 

And you did not dance;

We mourned to you, 

And you did not weep.’

33“For RJohn the Baptist came Rneither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’

34“The Son of Man has come Reating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look, a glutton and a Twinebibber, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’

35R“But wisdom is justified by all her children.”

A Woman Anoints Jesus’ Feet

36RThen one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat.

37And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 

38and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil.

39Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.”

The Parable of the Two Debtors

40And Jesus answered and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” So he said, “Teacher, say it.”

41“There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed five hundred Rdenarii, and the other fifty.

42“And when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?”

43Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.” And He said to him, “You have rightly judged.”

44Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no Rwater for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head.

45“You gave Me no Rkiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in.

46R“You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil.

47R“Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.”

48Then He said to her, R“Your sins are forgiven.”

49And those who sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, R“Who is this who even forgives sins?”

50Then He said to the woman, R“Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”




CHAPTER 8

Certain Women Minister to Christ

1Now it came to pass, afterward, that He went through every city and village, preaching and Tbringing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with Him, 

2and Rcertain women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities—Mary called Magdalene, Rout of whom had come seven demons, 

3and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many others who provided for Him* from their Tsubstance.

Parable of the Soils Matt. 13:1–23; Mark 4:1–20

4RAnd when a great multitude had gathered, and they had come to Him from every city, He spoke by a parable:

5“A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and the birds of the air devoured it.

6“Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture.

7“And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it.

8“But others fell on good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold.” When He had said these things He cried, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

9Then His disciples asked Him, saying, “What does this parable mean?”

10And He said, “To you it has been given to know the Tmysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that

‘Seeing they may not see,

And hearing they may not understand.’*

11R“Now the parable is this: The seed is the Rword of God.

12“Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.

13“But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away.

14“Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, Rriches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity.

15“But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with Tpatience.

Parable of the Lamp—Mark 4:21–25

16R“No one, when he has lit a lamp, covers it with a vessel or puts it under a bed, but sets it on a lampstand, that those who enter may see the Rlight.

17R“For nothing is secret that will not be revealed, nor anything hidden that will not be known and come to light.

18“Therefore take heed how you hear. For whoever has, to him more will be given; and whoever does not have, even what he seems to have will be taken from him.”

Christ’s True Brethren Matt. 12:46–50; Mark 3:31–35

19RThen His mother and brothers came to Him, and could not approach Him because of the crowd.

20And it was told Him by some, who said, “Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see You.”

21But He answered and said to them, “My mother and My brothers are these who hear the word of God and do it.”

The Storm Is Stilled Matt. 8:23–27; Mark 4:35–41

22Now it happened, on a certain day, that He got into a boat with His disciples. And He said to them, “Let us cross over to the other side of the lake.” And they launched out.

23But as they sailed He fell asleep. And a windstorm came down on the lake, and they were filling with water, and were in Tjeopardy.

24And they came to Him and awoke Him, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” Then He arose and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water. And they ceased, and there was a calm.

25But He said to them, R“Where is your faith?” And they were afraid, and marveled, saying to one another, R“Who can this be? For He commands even the winds and water, and they obey Him!”

Demons Are Cast into Swine Matt. 8:28–34; Mark 5:1–20

26Then they sailed to the country of the Gadarenes, * which is opposite Galilee.

27And when He stepped out on the land, there met Him a certain man from the city who had demons for a long time. And he wore no clothes, * nor did he live in a house but in the tombs.

28When he saw Jesus, he Rcried out, fell down before Him, and with a loud voice said, R“What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg You, do not torment me!”

29For He had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For it had often seized him, and he was kept under guard, bound with chains and shackles; and he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon into the wilderness.

30Jesus asked him, saying, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion, ” because many demons had entered him.

31And they begged Him that He would not command them to go out into the abyss.

32Now a herd of many Rswine was feeding there on the mountain. So they begged Him that He would permit them to enter them. And He permitted them.

33Then the demons went out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd ran violently down the steep place into the lake and drowned.

34When those who fed them saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city and in the country.

35Then they went out to see what had happened, and came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid.

36They also who had seen it told them by what means he who had been demon-possessed was Thealed.

37RThen the whole multitude of the surrounding region of the Gadarenes* Rasked Him to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. And He got into the boat and returned.

38Now the man from whom the demons had departed begged Him that he might be with Him. But Jesus sent him away, saying, 

39“Return to your own house, and tell what great things God has done for you.” And he went his way and proclaimed throughout the whole city what great things Jesus had done for him.

40So it was, when Jesus returned, that the multitude welcomed Him, for they were all waiting for Him.

A Woman Is Healed Matt. 9:18–22; Mark 5:21–34

41RAnd behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue. And he fell down at Jesus’ feet and begged Him to come to his house, 

42for he had an only daughter about twelve years of age, and she was dying. But as He went, the multitudes thronged Him.

43RNow a woman, having a Rflow of blood for twelve years, who had spent all her livelihood on physicians and could not be healed by any, 

44came from behind and Rtouched the border of His garment. And immediately her flow of blood stopped.

45And Jesus said, “Who touched Me?” When all denied it, Peter and those with him* said, “Master, the multitudes throng and press You, and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’ ”*

46But Jesus said, “Somebody touched Me, for I perceived power going out from Me.”

47Now when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling; and falling down before Him, she declared to Him in the presence of all the people the reason she had touched Him and how she was healed immediately.

48And He said to her, “Daughter, be of good cheer;* Ryour faith has made you well. RGo in peace.”

Jairus’s Daughter Is Raised Matt. 9:23–26; Mark 5:35–43

49While He was still speaking, someone came from the ruler of the synagogue’s house, saying to him, “Your daughter is dead. Do not trouble the Teacher.”*

50But when Jesus heard it, He answered him, saying, “Do not be afraid; Ronly believe, and she will be made well.”

51When He came into the house, He permitted no one to go in* except Peter, James, and John, * and the father and mother of the girl.

52Now all wept and mourned for her; but He said, R“Do not weep; she is not dead, Rbut sleeping.”

53And they ridiculed Him, knowing that she was dead.

54But He put them all outside, * took her by the hand and called, saying, “Little girl, Rarise.”

55Then her spirit returned, and she arose immediately. And He commanded that she be given something to eat.

56And her parents were astonished, but RHe charged them to tell no one what had happened.




CHAPTER 9

Twelve Are Sent to Preach Matt. 10:1–14; 14:1–14; Mark 6:7–16, 30–34

1Then RHe called His twelve disciples together and Rgave them power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases.

2RHe sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.

3RAnd He said to them, “Take nothing for the journey, neither staffs nor bag nor bread nor money; and do not have two tunics apiece.

4R“Whatever house you enter, stay there, and from there depart.

5R“And whoever will not receive you, when you go out of that city, Rshake off the very dust from your feet as a testimony against them.”

6RSo they departed and went through the towns, preaching the gospel and healing everywhere.

7RNow Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done by Him; and he was perplexed, because it was said by some that John had risen from the dead, 

8and by some that Elijah had appeared, and by others that one of the old prophets had risen again.

9Herod said, “John I have beheaded, but who is this of whom I hear such things?” RSo he sought to see Him.

10RAnd the apostles, when they had returned, told Him all that they had done. RThen He took them and went aside privately into a deserted place belonging to the city called Bethsaida.

11But when the multitudes knew it, they followed Him; and He received them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who had need of healing.

Five Thousand Are Fed Matt. 14:15–21; Mark 6:35–44; John 6:1–14

12RWhen the day began to wear away, the twelve came and said to Him, “Send the multitude away, that they may go into the surrounding towns and country, and lodge and get provisions; for we are in a deserted place here.”

13But He said to them, “You give them something to eat.” And they said, “We have no more than five loaves and two fish, unless we go and buy food for all these people.”

14For there were about five thousand men. Then He said to His disciples, “Make them sit down in groups of fifty.”

15And they did so, and made them all sit down.

16Then He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, He Rblessed and broke them, and gave them to the disciples to set before the multitude.

17So they all ate and were Tfilled, and twelve baskets of the leftover fragments were taken up by them.

Peter’s Confession of Faith Matt. 16:13–21; Mark 8:27–31

18RAnd it happened, as He was alone praying, that His disciples joined Him, and He asked them, saying, “Who do the crowds say that I am?”

19So they answered and said, R“John the Baptist, but some say Elijah; and others say that one of the old prophets has risen again.”

20He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” RPeter answered and said, “The Christ of God.”

21And He strictly warned and commanded them to tell this to no one, 

22saying, R“The Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day.”

True Cost of Discipleship Matt. 16:24–27; Mark 8:34–38

23Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, * and follow Me.

24R“For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.

25R“For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost?

26“For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels.

27R“But I tell you truly, there are some standing here who shall not taste death till they see the kingdom of God.”

The Transfiguration Matt. 17:1–13; Mark 9:2–13; 2 Pet. 1:17, 18

28RNow it came to pass, about eight days after these sayings, that He took Peter, John, and James and went up on the mountain to pray.

29As He prayed, the appearance of His face was altered, and His robe became white and glistening.

30And behold, two men talked with Him, who were RMoses and Elijah, 

31who appeared in glory and spoke of His Tdecease which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.

32But Peter and those with him Rwere heavy with sleep; and when they were fully awake, they saw His glory and the two men who stood with Him.

33Then it happened, as they were parting from Him, that Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three Ttabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said.

34While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were fearful as they entered the Rcloud.

35And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son.* Hear Him!”

36When the voice had ceased, Jesus was found alone. RBut they kept quiet, and told no one in those days any of the things they had seen.

Demoniac Son Is Healed Matt. 17:14–18; Mark 9:14–27

37Now it happened on the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, that a great multitude met Him.

38Suddenly a man from the multitude cried out, saying, “Teacher, I implore You, look on my son, for he is my only child.

39“And behold, a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly cries out; it convulses him so that he foams at the mouth; and it departs from him with great difficulty, bruising him.

40“So I implored Your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.”

41Then Jesus answered and said, “O Tfaithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you and Tbear with you? Bring your son here.”

42And as he was still coming, the demon threw him down and convulsed him. Then Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the child, and gave him back to his father.

Christ Prophesies His Coming Death Matt. 17:22, 23; Mark 9:30–32

43And they were all amazed at the majesty of God. But while everyone marveled at all the things which Jesus did, He said to His disciples, 

44“Let these words sink down into your ears, for the Son of Man is about to be Rbetrayed into the hands of men.”

45RBut they did not understand this saying, and it was hidden from them so that they did not perceive it; and they were afraid to ask Him about this saying.

True Greatness—Matt. 18:1–5; Mark 9:33–40

46Then a dispute arose among them as to which of them would be greatest.

47And Jesus, Rperceiving the thought of their heart, took a Rlittle child and set him by Him, 

48and said to them, R“Whoever receives this little child in My name receives Me; and Rwhoever receives Me Rreceives Him who sent Me. For he who is least among you all will be great.”

49RNow John answered and said, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name, and we forbade him because he does not follow with us.”

50But Jesus said to him, “Do not forbid him, for Rhe who is not against us* is on our side.”*

Samaria Rejects Christ

51Now it came to pass, when the time had come for Him to be received up, that He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem, 

52and sent messengers before His face. And as they went, they entered a village of the Samaritans, to prepare for Him.

53But Rthey did not receive Him, because His face was set for the journey to Jerusalem.

54And when His disciples RJames and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them, just as RElijah did?”*

55But He turned and rebuked them, * and said, “You do not know what manner of Rspirit you are of.

56“For Rthe Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them.”* And they went to another village.

True Cost of Discipleship—Matt. 8:18–22

57Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that someone said to Him, “Lord, I will follow You wherever You go.”

58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”

59RThen He said to another, “Follow Me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.”

60Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God.”

61And another also said, “Lord, RI will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my house.”

62But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is Rfit for the kingdom of God.”




CHAPTER 10

Mission of the Seventy

1After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, * and sent them two by two before His face into every city and place where He Himself was about to go.

2Then He said to them, “The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.

3“Go your way; Rbehold, I send you out as lambs among wolves.

4R“Carry neither money bag, knapsack, nor sandals; and Rgreet no one along the road.

5R“But whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’

6“And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest on it; if not, it will return to you.

7R“And remain in the same house, eating and drinking such things as they give, for the laborer is worthy of his wages. Do not go from house to house.

8“Whatever city you enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set before you.

9R“And heal the sick there, and say to them, R‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’

10“But whatever city you enter, and they do not receive you, go out into its streets and say, 

11R‘The very dust of your city which clings to us* we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of God has come near you.’

12“But* I say to you that Rit will be more tolerable in that Day for Sodom than for that city.

13“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! RFor if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.

14“But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you.

15“And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades.*

16R“He who hears you hears Me, he who rejects you rejects Me, and he who rejects Me rejects Him who sent Me.”

Return of the Seventy

17Then Rthe seventy* returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.”

18And He said to them, R“I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.

19“Behold, RI give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.

20“Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather* rejoice because Ryour names are written in heaven.”

21In that hour Jesus rejoiced in the Spirit and said, “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and revealed them to babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Your sight.

22“All* things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.”

23Then He turned to His disciples and said privately, R“Blessed are the eyes which see the things you see;

24“for I tell you Rthat many prophets and kings have desired to see what you see, and have not seen it, and to hear what you hear, and have not heard it.”

How to Inherit Eternal Life

25And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”

26He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?”

27So he answered and said, “‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind, ’* and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’ ”*

28And He said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you will live.”

Parable of the Good Samaritan

29But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

30Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among Tthieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.

31“Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, Rhe passed by on the other side.

32“Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side.

33“But a certain RSamaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion.

34“So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.

35“On the next day, when he departed, * he took out two Rdenarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’

36“So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?”

37And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to him, R“Go and do likewise.”

Mary and Martha Are Contrasted





38Now it happened as they went that He entered a certain village; and a certain woman named RMartha welcomed Him into her house.

39And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus’* feet and heard His word.

40But Martha was distracted with much serving, and she approached Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.”

41And Jesus* answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things.

42“But Rone thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her.”




CHAPTER 11

The Lord’s Prayer—Matt. 6:9–13

1Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.”

2So He said to them, “When you pray, say:

ROur Father in heaven, *

Hallowed be Your name.

Your kingdom come.*

Your will be done

On earth as it is in heaven.

3Give us day by day our daily bread.

4And Rforgive us our sins, 

For we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us.

And do not lead us into temptation, 

But deliver us from the evil one.”*

Parable of the Persistent Friend

5And He said to them, “Which of you shall have a friend, and go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves;

6‘for a friend of mine has come to me on his journey, and I have nothing to set before him’;

7“and he will answer from within and say, ‘Do not trouble me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give to you’?

8“I say to you, Rthough he will not rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs.

9“So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; Rseek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.

10“For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.

Parable of the Good Father—Matt. 7:7–11

11R“If a son asks for bread* from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish?

12“Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?

13“If you then, being evil, know how to give Rgood gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”

Christ Heals the Demoniac

14RAnd He was casting out a demon, and it was mute. So it was, when the demon had gone out, that the mute spoke; and the multitudes marveled.

Christ’s Power Not from Satan Matt. 12:25–30, 43–45; Mark 3:22–27

15But some of them said, R“He casts out demons by Beelzebub, * the ruler of the demons.”

16Others, testing Him, Rsought from Him a sign from heaven.

17RBut He, knowing their thoughts, said to them: “Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation, and a house divided against a house falls.

18“If Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? Because you say I cast out demons by Beelzebub.

19“And if I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges.

20“But if I cast out demons Rwith the finger of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you.

21R“When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are in peace.

22“But Rwhen a stronger than he comes upon him and overcomes him, he takes from him all his armor in which he trusted, and divides his Tspoils.

23R“He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters.

24“When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’

25“And when he comes, he finds it swept and put in order.

26“Then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse than the first.”

27And it happened, as He spoke these things, that a certain woman from the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, R“Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts which nursed You!”

28But He said, R“More than that, blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!”

Christ’s Only Sign Is Jonah—Matt. 12:39–42

29And while the crowds were thickly gathered together, He began to say, “This is an evil generation. It seeks a sign, and no sign will be given to it except Rthe sign of Jonah the prophet.*

30“For as RJonah became a sign to the Ninevites, Rso also the Son of Man will be to this generation. 

31R“The queen of the South will rise up in the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and indeed a Rgreater than Solomon is here.

32“The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for Rthey repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here.

Parable of the Lighted Lamp

33R“No one, when he has lit a lamp, puts it in a secret place or under a Rbasket, but on a lampstand, that those who come in may see the light.

34“The lamp of the body is the eye. Therefore, when your eye is good, your whole body also is full of light. But when your eye is bad, your body also is full of darkness.

35“Therefore take heed that the light which is in you is not darkness.

36“If then your whole body is full of light, having no part dark, the whole body will be full of light, as when the bright shining of a lamp gives you light.”

“Woes” on the Pharisees

37And as He spoke, a certain Pharisee asked Him to dine with him. So He went in and sat down to eat.

38When the Pharisee saw it, he marveled that He had not first washed before dinner.

39RThen the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees make the outside of the cup and dish clean, but Ryour inward part is full of greed and wickedness.

40“Foolish ones! Did not He who made the outside make the inside also?

41R“But rather give alms of Tsuch things as you have; then indeed all things are clean to you.

42“But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and Rpass by justice and the love of God. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone.

43R“Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the best seats in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces.

44“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!* RFor you are like graves which are not seen, and the men who walk over them are not aware of them.”

“Woes” on the Lawyers

45Then one of the lawyers answered and said to Him, “Teacher, by saying these things You reproach us also.”

46And He said, “Woe to you also, lawyers! RFor you load men with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers.

47“Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets, and your fathers killed them.

48“In fact, you bear witness that you approve the deeds of your fathers; for they indeed killed them, and you build their tombs.

49“Therefore the wisdom of God also said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they will kill and persecute, ’

50“that the blood of all the prophets which was shed from the foundation of the world may be required of this generation, 

51R“from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah who perished between the altar and the temple. Yes, I say to you, it shall be required of this generation.

52R“Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not enter in yourselves, and those who were entering in you hindered.”

53And as He said these things to them, * the scribes and the Pharisees began to assail Him vehemently, and to cross-examine Him about many things, 

54lying in wait for Him, and Rseeking to catch Him in something He might say, that they might accuse Him.*




CHAPTER 12

Christ Warns About Hypocrisy Matt. 10:26–33

1IN Rthe meantime, when an innumerable multitude of people had gathered together, so that they trampled one another, He began to say to His disciples first of all, R“Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.

2R“For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, nor hidden that will not be known.

3“Therefore whatever you have spoken in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have spoken in the ear in inner rooms will be proclaimed on the housetops.

4“And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do.

5“But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I say to you, Rfear Him!

6“Are not five sparrows sold for two copper coins?* And Rnot one of them is forgotten before God.

7“But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.

8“Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him the Son of Man also will confess before the angels of God.

9“But he who denies Me before men will be denied before the angels of God.

10“And anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but to him who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven.

11R“Now when they bring you to the synagogues and magistrates and authorities, do not worry about how or what you should answer, or what you should say.

12“For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.”

Parable of the Rich Fool

13Then one from the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”

14But He said to him, “Man, who made Me a judge or an arbitrator over you?”

15And He said to them, R“Take heed and beware of covetousness, * for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.”

16Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully.

17“And he thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?’

18“So he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods.

19‘And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.” ’

20“But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night Ryour soul will be required of you; Rthen whose will those things be which you have provided?’

21“So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”

Seek the Kingdom of God—Matt. 6:25–33

22Then He said to His disciples, “Therefore I say to you, Rdo not worry about your life, what you will eat; nor about the body, what you will put on.

23“Life is more than food, and the body is more than clothing.

24“Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor reap, which have neither storehouse nor barn; and God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds?

25“And which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?

26“If you then are not able to do the least, why are you anxious for the rest?

27“Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you, even RSolomon in all his glory was not Tarrayed like one of these.

28“If then God so clothes the grass, which today is in the field and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will He clothe you, O you of Rlittle faith?

29“And do not seek what you should eat or what you should drink, nor have an anxious mind.

30“For all these things the nations of the world seek after, and your Father Rknows that you need these things.

31“But seek the kingdom of God, and all these things* shall be added to you.

32“Do not fear, little Rflock, for Rit is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.

33R“Sell what you have and give Ralms; provide yourselves money bags which do not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches nor moth destroys.

34“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Parable of the Expectant Steward

35R“Let your waist be girded and Ryour lamps burning;

36“and you yourselves be like men who wait for their master, when he will return from the wedding, that when he comes and knocks they may open to him immediately.

37R“Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching. Assuredly, I say to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and will come and serve them.

38“And if he should come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants.

39“But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and* not allowed his house to be broken into.

40R“Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

Parable of the Faithful Steward Matt. 24:45–51

41Then Peter said to Him, “Lord, do You speak this parable only to us, or to all people?”

42And the Lord said, “Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his master will make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of food in due season?

43“Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes.

44R“Truly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all that he has.

45“But if that servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming, ’ and begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink and be drunk, 

46“the master of that servant will come on a Rday when he is not looking for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the unbelievers.

47“And Rthat servant who Rknew his master’s will, and did not prepare himself or do according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes.

48“But he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten with few. For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more.

Christ Warns of the Costs of Discipleship

49“I came to send fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!

50“But RI have a baptism to be baptized with, and how distressed I am till it is Raccomplished!

51R“Do you suppose that I came to give peace on earth? I tell you, not at all, Rbut rather division.

52R“For from now on five in one house will be divided: three against two, and two against three.

53“Father will be divided against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.”

Christ Warns of Not Discerning the Times

54Then He also said to the multitudes, R“Whenever you see a cloud rising out of the west, immediately you say, ‘A shower is coming’; and so it is.

55“And when you see the Rsouth wind blow, you say, ‘There will be hot weather’; and there is.

56“Hypocrites! You can discern the face of the sky and of the earth, but how is it you do not discern Rthis time?

57“Yes, and why, even of yourselves, do you not judge what is right?

58“When you go with your adversary to the magistrate, make every effort along the way to settle with him, lest he drag you to the judge, the judge deliver you to the officer, and the officer throw you into prison.

59“I tell you, you shall not depart from there till you have paid the very last mite.”




CHAPTER 13

Christ Teaches on Repentance

1There were present at that season some who told Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had Tmingled with their sacrifices.

2And Jesus answered and said to them, “Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because they suffered such things?

3“I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.

4“Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that they were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem?

5“I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”

6He also spoke this parable: R“A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none.

7“Then he said to the keeper of his vineyard, ‘Look, for three years I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree and find none. Cut it down; why does it Tuse up the ground?’

8“But he answered and said to him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and fertilize it.

9‘And if it bears fruit, well. But if not, after that* you can Rcut it down.’ ”

10Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath.

11And behold, there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way Traise herself up.

12But when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed from your Rinfirmity.”

13RAnd He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.

14But the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath; and he said to the crowd, “There are six days on which men ought to work; therefore come and be healed on them, and not on the Sabbath day.”

15The Lord then answered him and said, “Hypocrite!* Does not each one of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or donkey from the stall, and lead it away to water it?

16“So ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound—think of it—for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath?”

17And when He said these things, all His adversaries were put to shame; and all the multitude rejoiced for all the glorious things that were Rdone by Him.

Parable of the Mustard Seed Matt. 13:31, 32; Mark 4:30–32

18Then He said, “What is the kingdom of God like? And to what shall I compare it?

19“It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and put in his garden; and it grew and became a large* tree, and the birds of the air nested in its branches.”

Parable of the Leaven—Matt. 13:33–35

20And again He said, “To what shall I liken the kingdom of God?

21“It is like Tleaven, which a woman took and hid in three Rmeasures* of meal till it was all leavened.”

The Way into the Kingdom

22RAnd He went through the cities and villages, teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem.

23Then one said to Him, “Lord, are there few who are saved?” And He said to them, 

24R“Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be able.

25R“When once the Master of the house has risen up and Rshut the door, and you begin to stand outside and knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open for us, ’ and He will answer and say to you, ‘I do not know you, where you are from, ’

26“then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets.’

27“But He will say, ‘I tell you I do not know you, where you are from. RDepart from Me, all you workers of iniquity.’

28“There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust out.

29“They will come from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and sit down in the kingdom of God.

30“And indeed there are last who will be first, and there are first who will be last.”

Christ Mourns over Jerusalem

31On that very day* some Pharisees came, saying to Him, “Get out and depart from here, for Herod wants to kill You.”

32And He said to them, “Go, tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day RI shall be perfected.’

33“Nevertheless I must journey today, tomorrow, and the day following; for it cannot be that a prophet should perish outside of Jerusalem.

34R“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, but you were not willing!

35“See! RYour house is left to you desolate; and assuredly, * I say to you, you shall not see Me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ ”*




CHAPTER 14

Instruction on the Sabbath

1Now it happened, as He went into the house of one of the rulers of the Pharisees to eat bread on the Sabbath, that they watched Him closely.

2And behold, there was a certain man before Him who had dropsy.

3And Jesus, answering, spoke to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, R“Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”*

4But they kept silent. And He took him and healed him, and let him go.

5Then He answered them, saying, “Which of you, having a donkey* or an ox that has fallen into a pit, will not immediately pull him out on the Sabbath day?”

6And they could not answer Him regarding these things.

Parable of the Ambitious Guest

7So He told a parable to those who were invited, when He noted how they chose the best places, saying to them:

8“When you are invited by anyone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in the best place, lest one more honorable than you be invited by him;

9“and he who invited you and him come and say to you, ‘Give place to this man, ’ and then you begin with shame to take the lowest place.

10R“But when you are invited, go and sit down in the lowest place, so that when he who invited you comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, go up higher.’ Then you will have glory in the presence of those who sit at the table with you.

11R“For whoever exalts himself will be Thumbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

12Then He also said to him who invited Him, “When you give a dinner or a supper, do not ask your friends, your brothers, your relatives, nor rich neighbors, lest they also invite you back, and you be repaid.

13“But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind.

14“And you will be Rblessed, because they cannot repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”

Parable of the Great Supper

15Now when one of those who sat at the table with Him heard these things, he said to Him, R“Blessed is he who shall eat bread* in the kingdom of God!”

16Then He said to him, “A certain man gave a great supper and invited many, 

17“and Rsent his servant at supper time to say to those who were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’

18“But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.’

19“And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to have me excused.’

20“Still another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’

21“So that servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor and the Tmaimed and the lame and the blind.’

22“And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you commanded, and still there is room.’

23“Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.

24‘For I say to you that none of those men who were invited shall taste my supper.’ ”

Christ Teaches on Discipleship

25Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to them, 

26“If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.

27“And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.

28“For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it—

29“lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 

30“saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’?

31“Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand?

32“Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace.

33“So likewise, whoever of you Rdoes not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.

34R“Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its flavor, how shall it be seasoned?

35“It is neither fit for the land nor for the Tdunghill, but men throw it out. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”




CHAPTER 15

Parable of the Lost Sheep—Matt. 18:12–14

1Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him.

2And the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, “This Man Treceives sinners Rand eats with them.”

3So He spoke this parable to them, saying:

4“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he finds it?

5“And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.

6“And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, R‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!’

7“I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents Rthan over ninety-nine Tjust persons who need no repentance.

Parable of the Lost Coin

8“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, * if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it?

9“And when she has found it, she calls her friends and neighbors together, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the piece which I lost!’

10“Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

Parable of the Lost Son

11Then He said: “A certain man had two sons.

12“And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So he divided to them Rhis livelihood.

13“And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with Tprodigal living.

14“But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want.

15“Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.

16“And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the Tpods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything.

17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!

18‘I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, RI have sinned against heaven and before you, 

19“and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.” ’

20“And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.

21“And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven Rand in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

22“But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring* out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet.

23‘And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry;

24R‘for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And they began to be merry.

25“Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing.

26“So he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant.

27“And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.’

28“But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him.

29“So he answered and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends.

30‘But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.’

31“And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours.

32‘It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found.’ ”




CHAPTER 16

Parable of the Unjust Servant

1He also said to His disciples: “There was a certain rich man who had a steward, and an accusation was brought to him that this man was wasting his goods.

2“So he called him and said to him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an Raccount of your stewardship, for you can no longer be steward.’

3“Then the steward said within himself, ‘What shall I do? For my master is taking the stewardship away from me. I cannot dig; I am ashamed to beg.

4‘I have resolved what to do, that when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into their houses.’

5“So he called every one of his master’s debtors to him, and said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’

6“And he said, ‘A hundred measures* of oil.’ So he said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’

7“Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ So he said, ‘A hundred measures* of wheat.’ And he said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’

8“So the master commended the unjust steward because he had dealt shrewdly. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in their generation than the sons of light.

9“And I say to you, Rmake friends for yourselves by unrighteous mammon, that when you fail, * they may receive you into an everlasting home.

10“He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.

11“Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?

12“And if you have not been faithful in what is another man’s, who will give you what is your Rown?

13R“No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.”

Christ Warns the Pharisees

14Now the Pharisees, Rwho were lovers of money, also heard all these things, and they derided Him.

15And He said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but RGod knows your hearts. For Rwhat is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God.

16R“The law and the prophets were until John. Since that time the kingdom of God has been preached, and everyone is pressing into it.

17R“And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one Ttittle of the law to fail.

Christ Teaches on Divorce

18R“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced from her husband commits adultery.

Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus

19“There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and Tfared sumptuously every day.

20“But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, 

21“desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell* from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.

22“So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried.

23“And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

24“Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and Rcool my tongue; for I Ram tormented in this flame.’

25“But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented.

26‘And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’

27“Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, 

28‘for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’

29“Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’

30“And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’

31“But he said to him, R‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, Rneither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’ ”




CHAPTER 17

Christ Teaches on Offenses

1THEN He said to the disciples, R“It is impossible that no Toffenses should come, but Rwoe to him through whom they do come!

2“It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones.

3“Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, * Rrebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him.

4“And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you, * saying, ‘I repent, ’ you shall forgive him.”

5And the apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.”

6So the Lord said, “If you have faith as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be pulled up by the roots and be planted in the sea, ’ and it would obey you.

7“And which of you, having a servant plowing or tending sheep, will say to him when he has come in from the field, ‘Come at once and sit down to eat’?

8“But will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare something for my supper, and gird yourself Rand serve me till I have eaten and drunk, and afterward you will eat and drink’?

9“Does he thank that servant because he did the things that were commanded him? I think not.*

10“So likewise you, when you have done all those things which you are commanded, say, ‘We are Runprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do.’ ”

Christ Cleanses Ten Lepers

11Now it happened Ras He went to Jerusalem that He passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee.

12Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, Rwho stood afar off.

13And they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”

14So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed.

15And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice Rglorified God, 

16and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan.

17So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine?

18“Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?”

19And He said to him, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well.”

Christ Teaches on the Second Coming

20Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God does not come with observation;

21R“nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’* For indeed, Rthe kingdom of God is within you.”

22Then He said to the disciples, R“The days will come when you will desire to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it.

23R“And they will say to you, ‘Look here!’ or ‘Look there!’* Do not go after them or follow them.

24R“For as the lightning that flashes out of one part under heaven shines to the other part under heaven, so also the Son of Man will be in His day.

25“But first He must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.

26R“And as it Rwas in the Rdays of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man:

27“They ate, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.

28R“Likewise as it was also in the days of Lot: They ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they built;

29“but on the day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all.

30“Even so will it be in the day when the Son of Man Ris revealed.

31“In that day, he Rwho is on the housetop, and his Tgoods are in the house, let him not come down to take them away. And likewise the one who is in the field, let him not turn back.

32R“Remember Lot’s wife.

33“Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it.

34R“I tell you, in that night there will be two men in one bed: the one will be taken and the other will be left.

35“Two women will be grinding together: the one will be taken and the other left.

36“Two men will be in the field: the one will be taken and the other left.”*

37And they answered and said to Him, R“Where, Lord?” So He said to them, “Wherever the body is, there the eagles will be gathered together.”




CHAPTER 18

Parable of the Woman and the Judge

1Then He spoke a parable to them, that men Ralways ought to pray and not lose heart, 

2saying: “There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man.

3“Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, T‘Get justice for me from my adversary.’

4“And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, ‘Though I do not fear God nor regard man, 

5R‘yet because this widow troubles me I will Tavenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.’ ”

6Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said.

7“And Rshall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them?

8“I tell you Rthat He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?”

Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector

9Also He spoke this parable to some Rwho trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:

10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.

11“The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector.

12‘I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’

13“And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’

14“I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; Rfor everyone who exalts himself will be Thumbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Christ Blesses the Children Matt. 19:13–15; Mark 10:13–16

15Then they also brought infants to Him that He might touch them; but when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them.

16But Jesus called them to Him and said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for Rof such is the kingdom of God.

17R“Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.”

Rich Young Ruler Matt. 19:16–26; Mark 10:17–27

18RNow a certain ruler asked Him, saying, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”

19So Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but ROne, that is, God.

20“You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, ’ ‘Do not murder, ’ ‘Do not steal, ’ ‘Do not bear false witness, ’ ‘Honor your father and your mother.’! ”*

21And he said, “All Rthese things I have kept from my youth.”

22So when Jesus heard these things, He said to him, “You still lack one thing. RSell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”

23But when he heard this, he became very sorrowful, for he was very rich.

24And when Jesus saw that he became very sorrowful, He said, R“How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!

25“For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”

26And those who heard it said, “Who then can be saved?”

27But He said, “The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.”

Christ Will Reward Sacrifice Matt. 19:27–29; Mark 10:28–30

28RThen Peter said, “See, we have left all* and followed You.”

29So He said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you, Rthere is no one who has left house or parents or brothers or wife or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 

30R“who shall not receive many times more in this present time, and in the age to come eternal life.”

Christ Foretells His Death and Resurrection Matt. 20:17–19; Mark 10:32–34

31RThen He took the twelve aside and said to them, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things Rthat are written by the prophets concerning the Son of Man will be accomplished.

32“For RHe will be delivered to the Gentiles and will be mocked and insulted and spit upon.

33R“They will scourge Him and kill Him. And the third day He will rise again.”

34RBut they understood none of these things; this saying was hidden from them, and they did not know the things which were spoken.

Christ Heals Bartimaeus Matt. 20:29–34; Mark 10:46–52

35RThen it happened, as He was coming near Jericho, that a certain blind man sat by the road begging.

36And hearing a multitude passing by, he asked what it meant.

37So they told him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by.

38And he cried out, saying, “Jesus, RSon of David, have mercy on me!”

39Then those who went before warned him that he should be quiet; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”

40So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be brought to Him. And when he had come near, He asked him, 

41saying, “What do you want Me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, that I may receive my sight.”

42Then Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.”

43And immediately he received his sight, and followed Him, Rglorifying God. And all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.




CHAPTER 19

Christ Abides with Zacchaeus

1Then Jesus entered and passed through RJericho.

2Now behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich.

3And he sought to Rsee who Jesus was, but could not because of the crowd, for he was of short stature.

4So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to pass that way.

5And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, * and said to him, “Zacchaeus, Tmake haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house.”

6So he Tmade haste and came down, and received Him joyfully.

7But when they saw it, they all complained, saying, R“He has gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner.”

8Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the Rpoor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by Rfalse accusation, RI restore fourfold.”

9And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because Rhe also is Ra son of Abraham;

10“for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

Christ Gives the Parable of the Ten Minas

11Now as they heard these things, He spoke another parable, because He was near Jerusalem and because they thought the kingdom of God would appear immediately.

12RTherefore He said: “A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and to return.

13“So he called ten of his servants, delivered to them ten minas, * and said to them, ‘Do business till I come.’

14R“But his citizens hated him, and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We will not have this man to reign over us.’

15“And so it was that when he returned, having received the kingdom, he then commanded these servants, to whom he had given the money, to be called to him, that he might know how much every man had gained by trading.

16“Then came the first, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned ten minas.’

17“And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a very little, have authority over ten cities.’

18“And the second came, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned five minas.’

19“Likewise he said to him, ‘You also be over five cities.’

20“Then another came, saying, ‘Master, here is your mina, which I have kept put away in a handkerchief.

21‘For I feared you, because you are an austere man. You collect what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.’

22“And he said to him, R‘Out of your own mouth I will judge you, you wicked servant. RYou knew that I was an austere man, collecting what I did not deposit and reaping what I did not sow.

23‘Why then did you not put my money in the bank, that at my coming I might have collected it with interest?’

24“And he said to those who stood by, ‘Take the mina from him, and give it to him who has ten minas.’

25(“But they said to him, ‘Master, he has ten minas.’)

26‘For I say to you, Rthat to everyone who has will be given; and from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him.

27‘But bring here those enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign over them, and slay them before me.’ ”

The Triumphal Entry Matt. 21:1–9; Mark 11:1–10; John 12:12–19

28When He had said this, RHe went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.

29And it came to pass, when He drew near to Bethphage* and RBethany, at the mountain called ROlivet, that He sent two of His disciples, 

30saying, “Go into the village opposite you, where as you enter you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Loose it and bring it here.

31“And if anyone asks you, ‘Why are you loosing it?’ thus you shall say to him, ‘Because the Lord has need of it.’ ”

32So those who were sent went their way and found it just as He had said to them.

33But as they were loosing the colt, the owners of it said to them, “Why are you loosing the colt?”

34And they said, “The Lord has need of him.”

35Then they brought him to Jesus. RAnd they threw their own clothes on the colt, and they set Jesus on him.

36And as He went, many spread their clothes on the road.

37Then, as He was now drawing near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to Rrejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works they had seen, 

38saying:

“ ‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the LORD!’*

RPeace in heaven and glory in the highest!”

39And some of the Pharisees called to Him from the crowd, “Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.”

40But He answered and said to them, “I tell you that if these should keep silent, the stones would immediately cry out.”

41Now as He drew near, He saw the city and Rwept over it, 

42saying, “If you had known, even you, especially in this Ryour day, the things that make for your Rpeace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.

43“For days will come upon you when your enemies will Rbuild an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side, 

44R“and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and Rthey will not leave in you one stone upon another, Rbecause you did not know the time of your visitation.”

Cleansing the Temple Matt. 21:12, 13; Mark 11:15–17

45RThen He went into the temple and began to drive out those who bought and sold in it, *

46saying to them, “It is written, ‘My house is* a house of prayer, ’* but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’ ”*

47And He Rwas teaching daily in the temple. But Rthe chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders of the people sought to destroy Him, 

48and were unable to do anything; for all the people were very attentive to hear Him.




CHAPTER 20

Religious Leaders Question Christ’s Authority—Matt. 21:23–27; Mark 11:27–33

1Now Rit happened on one of those days, as He taught the people in the temple and preached the gospel, that the chief priests and the scribes, together with the elders, confronted Him

2and spoke to Him, saying, “Tell us, by what authority are You doing these things? Or who is he who gave You this authority?”

3But He answered and said to them, “I also will ask you one thing, and answer Me:

4“The Rbaptism of John—was it from heaven or from men?”

5And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven, ’ He will say, ‘Why then* did you not believe him?’

6“But if we say, ‘From men, ’ all the people will stone us, Rfor they are persuaded that John was a prophet.”

7So they answered that they did not know where it was from.

8And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.”

Parable of the Vineyard Owner Matt. 21:33–44; Mark 12:1–11

9Then He began to tell the people this parable: R“A certain man planted a vineyard, leased it to vinedressers, and went into a far country for a long time.

10“Now at Tvintage-time he Rsent a servant to the vinedressers, that they might give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the vinedressers beat him and sent him away empty-handed.

11“Again he sent another servant; and they beat him also, treated him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed.

12“And again he sent a third; and they wounded him also and cast him out.

13“Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved son. Probably they will respect him when they see him.’

14“But when the vinedressers saw him, they reasoned among themselves, saying, ‘This is the Rheir. Come, let us kill him, that the inheritance may be ours.’

15“So they cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. Therefore what will the owner of the vineyard do to them?

16“He will come and destroy those vinedressers and give the vineyard to Rothers.” And when they heard it they said, “Certainly not!”

17Then He looked at them and said, “What then is this that is written:

‘The stone which the builders rejected

Has become the chief cornerstone’?*

18“Whoever falls on that stone will be Rbroken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.”

Herodians Question Tribute Money Matt. 21:45, 46; 22:15–22; Mark 12:12–17

19And the chief priests and the scribes that very hour sought to lay hands on Him, but they feared the people*—for they knew He had spoken this parable against them.

20RSo they watched Him, and sent spies who pretended to be righteous, that they might seize on His words, in order to deliver Him to the power and the authority of the governor.

21Then they asked Him, saying, R“Teacher, we know that You say and teach rightly, and You do not show personal favoritism, but teach the way of God in truth:

22“Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”

23But He perceived their craftiness, and said to them, “Why do you test Me?*

24“Show Me a denarius. Whose image and inscription does it have?” They answered and said, “Caesar’s.”

25And He said to them, “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”

26But they could not catch Him in His words in the presence of the people. And they marveled at His answer and kept silent.

Sadducees Question Resurrection Matt. 22:23–32; Mark 12:18–27

27RThen some of the Sadducees, who deny that there is a resurrection, came to Him and asked Him, 

28saying: “Teacher, Moses wrote to us that if a man’s brother dies, having a wife, and he dies without children, his brother should take his wife and raise up offspring for his brother.

29“Now there were seven brothers. And the first took a wife, and died without children.

30“And the second* took her as wife, and he died childless.

31“Then the third took her, and in like manner the seven also; and they left no children, * and died.

32“Last of all the woman died also.

33“Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife does she become? For all seven had her as wife.”

34Jesus answered and said to them, “The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage.

35“But those who are Rcounted worthy to attain that age, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage;

36“nor can they die anymore, for they are equal to the angels and are sons of God, Rbeing sons of the resurrection.

37“But even Moses showed in the burning bush passage that the dead are raised, when he called the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’*

38“For He is not the God of the dead but of the living, for all live to Him.”

Christ Questions the Scribes Matt. 22:41–23:14; Mark 12:35–40

39Then some of the scribes answered and said, “Teacher, You have spoken well.”

40But after that they dared not question Him anymore.

41And He said to them, “How can they say that the Christ is the Son of David?

42“Now David himself said in the Book of Psalms:

‘The LORD said to my Lord,

“Sit at My right hand,

43Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” ’*

44“Therefore David calls Him ‘Lord’; Rhow is He then his Son?”

45RThen, in the hearing of all the people, He said to His disciples, 

46“Beware of the scribes, who desire to go around in long robes, love greetings in the marketplaces, the best seats in the synagogues, and the best places at feasts, 

47R“who devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. These will receive greater condemnation.”




CHAPTER 21

Christ Teaches on the Widow’s Mites Mark 12:41–44

1And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury, 

2and He saw also a certain poor widow putting in two Rmites.

3So He said, “Truly I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all;

4“for all these out of their abundance have put in offerings for God, * but she out of her poverty put in Rall the livelihood that she had.”

The Disciples’ Two Questions Matt. 24:1–3; Mark 13:1–4

5RThen, as some spoke of the temple, how it was Tadorned with beautiful stones and donations, He said, 

6“These things which you see—the days will come in which Rnot one stone shall be left upon another that shall not be thrown down.”

7So they asked Him, saying, “Teacher, but when will these things be? And what sign will there be when these things are about to take place?”

Signs of Christ’s Coming Matt. 24:4–13; Mark 13:5–13

8And He said: R“Take heed that you not be deceived. For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He, ’ and, ‘The time has drawn near.’ Therefore* do not Tgo after them.

9“But when you hear of Rwars and commotions, do not be terrified; for these things must come to pass first, but the end will not come immediately.”

10RThen He said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.

11“And there will be great Rearthquakes in various places, and famines and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven.

12R“But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons. You will be brought before kings and rulers for My name’s sake.

13“But Rit will turn out for you as an occasion for testimony.

14R“Therefore settle it in your hearts not to meditate beforehand on what you will Tanswer;

15“for I will give you a mouth and wisdom Rwhich all your adversaries will not be able to contradict or Tresist.

16R“You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death.

17“And Ryou will be hated by all for My name’s sake.

18R“But not a hair of your head shall be lost.

19“By your patience possess your souls.

Destruction of Jerusalem Matt. 24:15–21; Mark 13:14–19

20R“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation is near.

21“Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those who are in the midst of her depart, and let not those who are in the country enter her.

22“For these are the days of vengeance, that Rall things which are written may be fulfilled.

23“But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! For there will be great distress in the land and wrath upon this people.

24“And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles Runtil the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

The Second Coming Matt. 24:29–31; Mark 13:24–27

25R“And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring;

26“men’s hearts failing them from fear and the expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, Rfor the powers of the heavens will be shaken.

27“Then they will see the Son of Man Rcoming in a cloud with power and great glory.

28“Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near.”

Parable of the Fig Tree Matt. 24:32–35; Mark 13:28–31

29Then He spoke to them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees.

30“When they are already budding, you see and know for yourselves that summer is now near.

31“So you also, when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is near.

32“Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all things take place.

33“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.

Warning to Watch for His Coming Matt. 24:36–44; Mark 13:32–37

34“But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly.

35“For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth.

36“Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted Rworthy* to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

37And in the daytime He was teaching in the temple, but at night He went out and stayed on the mountain called Olivet.

38Then early in the morning all the people came to Him in the temple to hear Him.




CHAPTER 22

Judas Agrees to Betray Christ Matt. 26:1–5, 14–16; Mark 14:1, 2, 10, 11

1Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called Passover.

2And Rthe chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill Him, for they feared the people.

3RThen Satan entered Judas, surnamed Iscariot, who was numbered among the Rtwelve.

4So he went his way and conferred with the chief priests and captains, how he might betray Him to them.

5And they were glad, and Ragreed to give him money.

6So he promised and sought opportunity to Rbetray Him to them in the absence of the multitude.

The Upper Room Is Prepared Matt. 26:17–19; Mark 14:12–16

7Then came the Day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover must be killed.

8And He sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat.”

9So they said to Him, “Where do You want us to prepare?”

10And He said to them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him into the house which he enters.

11“Then you shall say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest room where I may eat the Passover with My disciples?” ’

12“Then he will show you a large, furnished upper room; there make ready.”

13So they went and Rfound it just as He had said to them, and they prepared the Passover.

The Passover Is Celebrated Matt. 26:20, 29; Mark 14:17, 25

14When the hour had come, He sat down, and the twelve* apostles with Him.

15Then He said to them, “With fervent desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer;

16“for I say to you, I will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”

17Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves;

18“for RI say to you, * I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”

The Lord’s Supper Is Instituted Matt. 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24

19RAnd He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is My Rbody which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”

20Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you.

Christ Predicts His Betrayer Matt. 26:21–25; Mark 14:18–21; John 13:21–26

21R“But behold, the hand of My betrayer is with Me on the table.

22R“And truly the Son of Man goes as it has been determined, but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed!”

23RThen they began to question among themselves, which of them it was who would do this thing.

The Disciples Argue over Who Is the Greatest

24RNow there was also a dispute among them, as to which of them should be considered the greatest.

25RAnd He said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those who exercise authority over them are called ‘benefactors.’

26R“But not so among you; on the contrary, Rhe who is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves.

27R“For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet RI am among you as the One who serves.

28“But you are those who have continued with Me in RMy trials.

29“And I bestow upon you a kingdom, just as My Father bestowed one upon Me, 

30“that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

Christ Predicts Peter’s Denial Matt. 26:31–35; Mark 14:27–31; John 13:36–38

31And the Lord said, * “Simon, Simon! Indeed, RSatan has asked for you, that he may Rsift you as wheat.

32“But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.”

33But he said to Him, “Lord, I am ready to go with You, both to prison and to death.”

34Then He said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster shall not crow this day before you will deny three times that you know Me.”

Christ Predicts Coming Conflict

35RAnd He said to them, “When I sent you without money bag, knapsack, and sandals, did you lack anything?” So they said, “Nothing.”

36Then He said to them, “But now, he who has a money bag, let him take it, and likewise a knapsack; and he who has no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one.

37“For I say to you that this which is written must still be accomplished in Me: ‘And He was numbered with the transgressors.’* For the things concerning Me have an end.”

38So they said, “Lord, look, here are two swords.” And He said to them, “It is enough.”

Christ Prays in Gethsemane Matt. 26:36–46; Mark 14:32–42; John 18:1

39RComing out, He went to the Mount of Olives, as He was accustomed, and His disciples also followed Him.

40RWhen He came to the place, He said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.”

41RAnd He was withdrawn from them about a stone’s throw, and He knelt down and prayed, 

42saying, “Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless Rnot My will, but Yours, be done.”

43Then Ran angel appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Him.

44And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.*

45When He rose up from prayer, and had come to His disciples, He found them sleeping from sorrow.

46Then He said to them, “Why Rdo you sleep? Rise and Rpray, lest you enter into temptation.”

Judas Betrays Christ Matt. 26:47–56; Mark 14:43–50; John 18:2–11

47And while He was still speaking, behold, a multitude; and he who was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them and drew near to Jesus to kiss Him.

48But Jesus said to him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?”

49When those around Him saw what was going to happen, they said to Him, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?”

50And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear.

51But Jesus answered and said, “Permit even this.” And He touched his ear and healed him.

52Then Jesus said to the chief priests, captains of the temple, and the elders who had come to Him, “Have you come out, as against a robber, with swords and clubs?

53“When I was with you daily in the temple, you did not try to seize Me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.”

Peter Denies Christ Matt. 26:57, 58, 69–75; Mark 14:53, 54, 66–72; John 18:15–18, 25–27

54Having arrested Him, they led Him and brought Him into the high priest’s house. But Peter followed at a distance.

55Now when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them.

56And a certain servant girl, seeing him as he sat by the fire, looked intently at him and said, “This man was also with Him.”

57But he denied Him, * saying, “Woman, I do not know Him.”

58RAnd after a little while another saw him and said, “You also are of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not!”

59RThen after about an hour had passed, another confidently affirmed, saying, “Surely this fellow also was with Him, for he is a RGalilean.”

60But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are saying!” RImmediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster* crowed.

61And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then RPeter remembered the word of the Lord, how He had said to him, R“Before the rooster crows, * you will deny Me three times.”

62So Peter went out and wept bitterly.

Christ Is Beaten—Matt. 26:67, 68; Mark 14:65

63RNow the men who held Jesus mocked Him and beat Him.

64And having blindfolded Him, they Rstruck Him on the face and asked Him, * saying, “Prophesy! Who is the one who struck You?”

65RAnd many other things they blasphemously spoke against Him.

The Sanhedrin Tries Christ Matt. 27:1; Mark 15:1

66RAs soon as it was day, Rthe elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, came together and led Him into their council, saying, 

67R“If You are the Christ, tell us.” But He said to them, “If I tell you, you will Rby no means believe.

68“And if I also ask you, you will by no means answer Me or let Me go.*

69“Hereafter the Son of Man will sit on the right hand of the power of God.”

70Then they all said, “Are You then the Son of God?” So He said to them, R“You rightly say that I am.”

71RAnd they said, “What further testimony do we need? For we have heard it ourselves from His own mouth.”




CHAPTER 23

Pilate Tries Christ Matt. 27:2, 11–14; Mark 15:1–5; John 18:28–38

1Then Rthe whole multitude of them arose and led Him to Pilate.

2And they began to accuse Him, saying, “We found this fellow perverting the* nation, and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, saying that He Himself is Christ, a King.”

3RThen Pilate asked Him, saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?” He answered him and said, “It is as you say.”

4So Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no fault in this Man.”

5But they were the more fierce, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, beginning from RGalilee to this place.”

6When Pilate heard of Galilee, * he asked if the Man were a Galilean.

7And as soon as he knew that He belonged to RHerod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time.

Herod Tries Christ

8Now when Herod saw Jesus, Rhe was exceedingly glad; for he had desired for a long time to see Him, because he had heard many things about Him, and he hoped to see some miracle done by Him.

9Then he questioned Him with many words, but He answered him nothing.

10And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused Him.

11RThen Herod, with his Tmen of war, treated Him with contempt and mocked Him, arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him back to Pilate.

12That very day Pilate and Herod became friends with each other, for previously they had been at enmity with each other.

Pilate Tries Christ Again Matt. 27:15–26; Mark 15:6–15; John 18:39–19:16

13RThen Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people, 

14said to them, R“You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads the people. And indeed, Rhaving examined Him in your presence, I have found no fault in this Man concerning those things of which you accuse Him;

15“no, neither did Herod, for I sent you back to him;* and indeed nothing deserving of death has been done by Him.

16R“I will therefore chastise Him and release Him”

17R(for it was necessary for him to release one to them at the feast).*

18And Rthey all cried out at once, saying, “Away with this Man, and release to us Barabbas”—

19who had been thrown into prison for a certain rebellion made in the city, and for murder.

20Pilate, therefore, wishing to release Jesus, again called out to them.

21But they shouted, saying, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!”

22Then he said to them the third time, “Why, what evil has He done? I have found no reason for death in Him. I will therefore chastise Him and let Him go.”

23But they were insistent, demanding with loud voices that He be crucified. And the voices of these men and of the chief priests prevailed.*

24So RPilate gave sentence that it should be as they requested.

25RAnd he released to them* the one they requested, who for rebellion and murder had been thrown into prison; but he delivered Jesus to their will.

Christ Is Crucified Matt. 27:31–56; Mark 15:20–41; John 19:16–30

26RNow as they led Him away, they laid hold of a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, who was coming from the country, and on him they laid the cross that he might bear it after Jesus.

27And a great multitude of the people followed Him, and women who also mourned and lamented Him.

28But Jesus, turning to them, said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.

29R“For indeed the days are coming in which they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, wombs that never bore, and breasts which never nursed!’

30“Then they will begin R‘to say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!” ’*

31“For if they do these things in the green wood, what will be done in the dry?”

32RThere were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be put to death.

33And Rwhen they had come to the place called Calvary, there they Rcrucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the left.

34Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.”* And they divided His garments and cast lots.

35And Rthe people stood looking on. But even the rulers with them sneered, saying, “He saved others; let Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of God.” 

36The soldiers also mocked Him, coming and offering Him Rsour wine, 

37and saying, “If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself.”

38RAnd an inscription also was written over Him in letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew:*

THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.

39Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, Rsaying, “If You are the Christ, * save Yourself and us.” 

40But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, “Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation?

41“And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done Rnothing wrong.”

42Then he said to Jesus, “Lord, * remember me when You come into Your kingdom.”

43And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in RParadise.”

44RNow it was* about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour.

45Then the sun was darkened, * and the veil of the temple was torn in two.

46And when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said, “Father, ‘into Your hands I commit My spirit.’ ”* RHaving said this, He breathed His last.

47So when the centurion saw what had happened, he glorified God, saying, “Certainly this was a righteous Man!”

48And the whole crowd who came together to that sight, seeing what had been done, beat their breasts and returned.

49But all His acquaintances, and the women who followed Him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.

Christ Is Buried Matt. 27:57–61; Mark 15:42–47; John 19:38–42

50RNow behold, there was a man named Joseph, a council member, a good and just man.

51He had not consented to their decision and deed. He was from Arimathea, a city of the Jews, Rwho himself was also waiting* for the kingdom of God.

52RThis man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.

53RThen he took it down, wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a tomb that was hewn out of the rock, where no one had ever lain before.

54That day was Rthe Preparation, and the Sabbath drew near.

55And the women Rwho had come with Him from Galilee followed after, and Rthey observed the tomb and how His body was laid.

In the Grave

56Then they returned and Rprepared spices and fragrant oils. And they rested on the Sabbath Raccording to the commandment.




CHAPTER 24

The Resurrection Matt. 28:1–8; Mark 16:1–8; John 20:1–10

1Now Ron the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, and certain other women with them, * came to the tomb Rbringing the spices which they had prepared.

2RBut they found the stone rolled away from the tomb.

3RThen they went in and did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.

4And it happened, as they were greatly* perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood by them in shining garments.

5Then, as they were afraid and bowed their faces to the earth, they said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?

6“He is not here, but is risen! RRemember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, 

7“saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’”

8And they remembered His words.

9RThen they returned from the tomb and told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest.

10It was Mary Magdalene, RJoanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them, who told these things to the apostles.

11And their words seemed to them like idle tales, and they did not believe them.

12But Peter arose and ran to the tomb; and stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying* by themselves; and he departed, marveling to himself at what had happened.

Christ Appears on the Road to Emmaus Mark 16:12, 13

13Now behold, two of them were traveling that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was seven miles* from Jerusalem.

14And they talked together of all these things which had happened.

15So it was, while they conversed and reasoned, that RJesus Himself drew near and went with them.

16But Rtheir eyes were restrained, so that they did not know Him.

17And He said to them, “What kind of conversation is this that you have with one another as you walk and are sad?”*

18Then the one Rwhose name was Cleopas answered and said to Him, “Are You the only stranger in Jerusalem, and have You not known the things which happened there in these days?”

19And He said to them, “What things?” So they said to Him, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, Rwho was a Prophet Rmighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 

20R“and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to be condemned to death, and crucified Him.

21“But we were hoping Rthat it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today is the third day since these things happened.

22“Yes, and Rcertain women of our company, who arrived at the tomb early, astonished us.

23“When they did not find His body, they came saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who said He was alive.

24“And certain of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but Him they did not see.”

25Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!

26“Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?”

27And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.

28Then they drew near to the village where they were going, and RHe indicated that He would have gone farther.

29But Rthey constrained Him, saying, R“Abide with us, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.” And He went in to stay with them.

30Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.

31Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He vanished from their sight.

32And they said to one another, “Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?”

The Proof of His Resurrection Mark 16:4; John 20:19–23; 1 Cor. 15:5

33So they rose up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 

34saying, “The Lord is risen indeed, and Rhas appeared to Simon!”

35And they told about the things that had happened on the road, and how He was known to them in the breaking of bread.

36RNow as they said these things, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, and said to them, “Peace to you.”

37But they were terrified and frightened, and supposed they had seen a spirit

38And He said to them, “Why are you troubled? And why do doubts arise in your hearts?

39“Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. RHandle Me and see, for a Rspirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.”

40When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet.*

41But while they still did not believe Rfor joy, and marveled, He said to them, R“Have you any food here?”

42So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and some honeycomb.*

43RAnd He took it and ate in their presence.

The Great Commission—Acts 1:3–8

44Then He said to them, R“These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.”

45And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures.

46Then He said to them, R“Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise* from the dead the third day, 

47“and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name Rto all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

48“And you are witnesses of these things.

The Ascension—Mark 16:19; Acts 1:9

49R“Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem* until you are endued with power from on high.”

50And He led them out Ras far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them.

51RNow it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted from them and carried up into heaven.

52RAnd they worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 

53and were continually in the temple praising and* blessing God. Amen.*




The Gospel According to John
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THE BOOK OF JOHN

Just as a coin has two sides, both valid, so Jesus Christ has two natures, both valid. Luke presents Christ in His humanity as the Son of Man; John portrays Him in His deity as the Son of God. John’s purpose is crystal clear: to set forth Christ in His deity in order to spark believing faith in his readers. John’s gospel is topical, not primarily chronological, and it revolves around seven miracles and seven “I am” statements of Christ.

Following an extended eyewitness description of the Upper Room meal and Discourse, John records events leading up to the Resurrection, the final climactic proof that Jesus is who He claims to be—the Son of God.

The title of the Fourth Gospel follows the same format as the titles of the synoptic Gospels: Kata Ioannen, “According to John.” As with the others, the word “Gospel” was later added Ioannes is derived from the Hebrew name Johanan, “Yahweh Has Been Gracious.”
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THE AUTHOR OF JOHN





Jesus nicknamed John and his brother, James, “Sons of Thunder” (Mark 3:17). Their father was Zebedee; and their mother Salome, served Jesus in Galilee and was present at His crucifixion (Mark 15:40, 41). John was evidently among the Galileans who followed John the Baptist until they were called to follow Jesus at the outset of His public ministry (1:19–51). These Galileans were later called to become full-time disciples of the Lord (Luke 5:1–11), and John was among the twelve men who were selected to be apostles (Luke 6:12–16). After Christ’s ascension, John became one of the “pillars” of the church in Jerusalem along with James and Peter (Gal. 2:9). He is mentioned three times by name in Acts (3:1; 4:13; 8:14), each time in association with Peter. Tradition says that John later went to Ephesus (perhaps just before the destruction of Jerusalem). He was eventually exiled by the Romans for a time to the island of Patmos (Rev. 1:9).

The author of this gospel is identified only as the disciple “whom Jesus loved” (13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:7, 20). His knowledge of Palestinian geography and Jewish customs makes it clear that he was a Palestinian Jew, and his meticulous attention to numbers (2:6; 6:13, 19; 21:8, 11) and names (1:45; 3:1; 11:1; 18:10) indicates that he was an eyewitness. This fits his own claim to be a witness of the events he described (1:14; 19:35; 21:24, 25). The disciple “whom Jesus loved” was part of the inner circle of disciples and was closely associated with Peter. The synoptic Gospels name this inner circle as Peter, James, and John. Since Peter is separate from the beloved disciple, only James and John are left. James was martyred too early to be the author (Acts 12:1, 2), so the apostle John was the author of this gospel. This conclusion from internal evidence is consistent with the external testimony of the early church. Irenaeus (c. A.D. 185) was a disciple of Polycarp who was in turn a disciple of the apostle John. In his Against Heresies, Irenaeus bore witness to Johannine authorship of this gospel and noted that John lived until the time of the emperor Trajan (A.D. 98–117). Clement of Alexandria, Theophilus of Antioch, Origen, and others also ascribe this book to John.
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THE TIME OF JOHN

In spite of the strong internal and external testimony supporting Johannine authorship of this gospel, theological assumptions have motivated a number of critics to deny this claim. Until recently it was popular to propose a second-century date for this book. The discovery of the John Rylands Papyrus 52 containing portions of John 18:31–33, 37, 38 has overthrown this conjecture. This fragment has been dated at about A.D. 135, and a considerable period of time must have been required for John’s gospel to be copied and circulated before it reached Egypt, where this papyrus was found.

On the other hand, John was written after the last of the synoptic Gospels (c. A.D. 66–68). His familiarity with the topography of Jerusalem (e.g., 5:2; 19:13) does not necessarily require a date before A.D. 70. Since John’s three epistles and Revelation were written after his gospel, the probable range for this work is A.D. 60–90. By this time, John would have been one of the last surviving eyewitnesses of the Lord. According to tradition, John wrote this gospel in Ephesus.
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THE CHRIST OF JOHN

This book presents the most powerful case in all the Bible for the deity of the incarnate Son of God. “A Man called Jesus” (9:11) is also “Christ, the Son of the living God” (6:69). The deity of Christ can be seen in His seven “I am” statements: “I am the bread of life” (6:35, 48); “I am the light of the world” (8:12; 9:5); “I am the door” (10:7, 9); “I am the good shepherd” (10:11, 14); “I am the resurrection and the life” (11:25); “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (14:6); “I am the true vine” (15:1–5). The seven signs (1–12) and the five witnesses (5:30–40) also point to His divine character. On certain occasions, Jesus equates Himself with the Old Testament “I AM, ” or Yahweh (see 4:25, 26; 8:24, 28, 58; 13:19; 18:5, 6, 8). Some of the most crucial affirmations of His deity are in 1:1; 8:58; 10:30; 14:9; 20:28.

“The Word was God” (1:1), but the Word also became flesh (1:14). The humanity of Jesus can be seen in His weariness (4:6), thirst (4:7), dependence (5:19), grief (11:35), troubled soul (12:27), and His anguish and death (19).
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KEYS TO JOHN

Key Word: Believe That Jesus Is the Son of God—The fourth Gospel has the clearest statement of purpose in the Bible: “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name” (20:31). John selected the signs he used for the specific purpose of creating intellectual (“that you may believe”) and spiritual (“that believing you may have life”) conviction about the Son of God. The key verb in John is “believe, ” and requires both knowledge (8:32; 10:38) and volition (1:12; 3:19; 7:17).

The predominant theme of this gospel is the dual response of faith and unbelief to the Person of Jesus Christ. Those who place their faith in the Son of God have eternal life, but those who reject Him are under the condemnation of God (3:36; 5:24–29; 10:27–29): this is the basic issue. John 1:11, 12 summarizes the responses of accepting or rejecting the Son of God that are traced through the rest of the book. The rejection of Jesus by His own people can be seen over and over in chapters 2 through 19 (“His own did not receive Him”), but John also lists a number of men and women who believed in Him (“But as many as received Him”).

Key Verses: John 1:11–13 and John 20:30, 31—“He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” (1:11–13).

“And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name” (20:30, 31).

Key Chapter: John 3—John 3:16 is without doubt the most quoted and preached verse in all of Scripture. Captured in it is the gospel in its clearest and simplest form: that salvation is a gift of God and is obtainable only through belief. The conversation with Nicodemus and the testimony of John the Baptist provide the setting that clearly points out that being “born again” is the only way to find the “kingdom of God.”
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SURVEY OF JOHN

This most unusual gospel, with its distinct content and style, serves as a supplement to the three Synoptics. It is easily the simplest and yet the most profound of the gospels, and for many people it is the greatest and most powerful. John writes his gospel for the specific purpose of bringing people to spiritual life through belief in the Person and work of Jesus Christ. The five basic sections of this gospel are: the incarnation of the Son of God (1:1–18); the presentation of the Son of God (1:19–4:54); the opposition to the Son of God (5:1–12:50); the preparation of the disciples by the Son of God (13:1–17:26); the crucifixion and resurrection of the Son of God (18:1–21:25).

The Incarnation of the Son of God (1:1–18): This prologue introduces the rest of the book and gives the background for the historical narrative that follows. It dates the nature of Jesus, introduces His forerunner, clarifies His mission, and notes the rejection and acceptance He will find during His ministry.

The Presentation of the Son of God (1:19–4:54): In this section Christ is under careful consideration and scrutiny by Israel. He is introduced by John the Baptist who directs his own disciples to Christ. Shortly the author begins listing the seven signs, which continue through the next section. John carefully selects seven miracles out of the many that Christ accomplished (cf. John 21:25) in order to build a concise case for His deity. They are called signs because they symbolize the life-changing results of belief in Jesus—(1) water to wine: the ritual of law is replaced by the reality of grace (2:1–11); (2) healing the nobleman’s son: the gospel brings spiritual restoration (4:46–54); (3) healing the paralytic: weakness is replaced by strength (5:1–16); (4) feeding the multitude: Christ satisfies spiritual hunger (6:1–13); (5) walking on water: the Lord transforms fear to faith (6:16–21); (6) sight to the man born blind: Jesus overcomes darkness and brings in light (9:1–7); (7) raising of Lazarus: the gospel brings people from death to life (11:1–44). These signs combine to show that Jesus is indeed the Son of God.

The Opposition to the Son of God (5:1–12:50): John’s unusual pattern in these chapters is to record the reactions of belief and disbelief after the performance of one miracle before moving to the next. In a series of growing confrontations, John portrays the intense opposition that will culminate in the Lord’s final rejection on the cross. Even though many people received Him, the inevitable crucifixion is foreshadowed in several places (2:4, 21, 22; 7:6, 39; 11:51, 52; 12:16).

The Preparation of the Disciples by the Son of God (13:1–17:26): John surveys the incarnation and public ministry of Jesus in twelve chapters, but radically changes the pace in the next five chapters to give a detailed account of a few crucial hours. In this clear and vivid recollection of Jesus’ last discourse to His intimate disciples, John captures the Lord’s words of comfort and assurance to a group of fearful and confused followers. Jesus knows that in less than twenty-four hours He will be on the cross. Therefore, His last words speak of all the resources that will be at the disciples’ disposal after His departure. They will be indwelled and empowered by the triune Godhead. The Upper Room Discourse contains the message of the epistles in capsule form as it reveals God’s pattern for Christian living. In it, the key themes of servanthood, the Holy Spirit, and abiding in Christ are developed.

The Crucifixion and Resurrection of the Son of God (18:1–21:25): After recording Christ’s High Priestly Prayer on behalf of His disciples and all who believe in Him “through their word” (17:20), John immediately launches into a dramatic description of Christ’s arrest and trials before Annas, Caiaphas, and Pilate. In His crucifixion, Jesus willingly fulfills John the Baptist’s prophetic words: “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (1:29). John closes his profound gospel with a particularly detailed account of the post-resurrection appearances of the Lord. The Resurrection is the ultimate sign that points to Jesus as the Son of God.
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OUTLINE OF JOHN

Part One: The Incarnation of the Son of God (1:1–18)

I. The Deity of Christ … 1:1, 2

II. The Preincarnate Work of Christ … 1:3–5

III. The Forerunner of Christ … 1:6–8

IV. The Rejection of Christ … 1:9–11

V. The Acceptance of Christ … 1:12, 13

VI. The Incarnation of Christ … 1:14–18

Part Two: The Presentation of the Son of God (1:19–4:54)

I. The Presentation of Christ by John the Baptist … 1:19–34

A. John’s Witness to the Priests and Levites … 1:19–28

B. John’s Witness at Christ’s Baptism … 1:29–34

II. The Presentation of Christ to John’s Disciples … 1:35–51

A. Andrew and Peter Follow Christ … 1:35–42

B. Philip and Nathanael Follow Christ … 1:43–51

III. The Presentation of Christ in Galilee … 2:1–12

A. First Sign: Christ Changes Water to Wine … 2:1–10

B. The Disciples Believe … 2:11, 12

IV. The Presentation of Christ in Judea … 2:13–3:36

A. Christ Cleanses the Temple … 2:13–25

B. Christ Witnesses to Nicodemus … 3:1–21

C. John the Baptist Witnesses Concerning Christ … 3:22–36

V. The Presentation of Christ in Samaria … 4:1–42
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CHAPTER 1

The Deity of Christ

1In the beginning Rwas the Word, and the RWord was Rwith God, and the Word was God.

2He was in the beginning with God.

The Preincarnate Work of Christ

3RAll things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.

4RIn Him was life, and Rthe life was the light of men.

5And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend* it.

The Forerunner of Christ

6There was a Rman sent from God, whose name was John.

7This man came for a Rwitness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe.

8He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that RLight.

The Rejection of Christ

9That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world.*

10He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and Rthe world did not know Him.

11RHe came to His own, * and His own* did not receive Him.

The Acceptance of Christ

12But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:

13Rwho were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

The Incarnation of Christ

14RAnd the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and Rwe beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

15RJohn bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.’ ”

16And* of His Rfullness we have all received, and grace for grace.

17For Rthe law was given through Moses, but Rgrace and Rtruth came through Jesus Christ.

18No one has seen God at any time. RThe only begotten Son, * who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.

John’s Witness to the Priests and Levites Matt. 3:1–12; Mark 1:2–8; Luke 3:3–16

19Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”

20RHe confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.”

21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.”

22Then they said to him, “Who are you, that we may give an answer to those who sent us? What do you say about yourself?”

23He said: R“I am

‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness:

“Make straight the way of the LORD, ” ’* as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24Now those who were sent were from the Pharisees.

25And they asked him, saying, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”

26John answered them, saying, “I baptize with water, Rbut there stands One among you whom you do not know.

27R“It is He who, coming after me, is preferred before me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose.”

28These things were done Rin Bethabara* beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

John’s Witness at Christ’s Baptism Matt. 3:13–17; Mark 1:9–11; Luke 3:21, 22

29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

30“This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who Tis preferred before me, for He was before me.’

31“I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel, Rtherefore I came baptizing with water.”

32And John bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him.

33“I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see Rthe Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, Rthis is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’

34“And I have seen and testified that Rthis is the RSon of God.”

Andrew and Peter Follow Christ

35Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples.

36And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, R“Behold the Lamb of God!”

37The two disciples heard him speak, and they Rfollowed Jesus.

38Then Jesus turned, and seeing them following, said to them, “What do you seek?” They said to Him, “Rabbi” (which is to say, when translated, Teacher), “where are You staying?”

39He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where He was staying, and remained with Him that day (now it was about the tenth hour).

40One of the two who heard John speak, and followed Him, was RAndrew, Simon Peter’s brother.

41He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated, the Christ).

42And he brought him to Jesus. Now when Jesus looked at him, He said, “You are Simon the son of Jonah.* RYou shall be called Cephas” (which is translated, A Stone).

Philip and Nathanael Follow Christ

43The following day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, and He found RPhilip and said to him, “Follow Me.”

44Now RPhilip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.

45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

46And Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.”

47Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of him, “Behold, Ran Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!”

48Nathanael said to Him, “How do You know me?” Jesus answered and said to him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”

49Nathanael answered and said to Him, “Rabbi, RYou are the Son of God! You are Rthe King of Israel!”

50Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree, ’ do you believe? You will see greater things than these.”

51And He said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter* you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”




CHAPTER 2

Christ Changes Water to Wine

1On the third day there was a Rwedding in RCana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there.

2Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding.

3And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.”

4Jesus said to her, R“Woman, Rwhat does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come.”

5His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.”

6Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, Raccording to the manner of purification of the Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece.

7Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with water.” And they filled them up to the brim.

8And He said to them, “Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast.” And they took it.

9When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom.

10And he said to him, “Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!”

The Disciples Believe

11This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and Tmanifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.

12After this He went down to Capernaum, He, His mother, His brothers, and His disciples; and they did not stay there many days.

Christ Cleanses the Temple

13Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

14RAnd He found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the money changers doing business.

15When He had made a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen, and poured out the changers’ money and overturned the tables.

16And He said to those who sold doves, “Take these things away! Do not make My Father’s house a house of merchandise!”

17Then His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for Your house has eaten* Me up.”*

18So the Jews answered and said to Him, R“What sign do You show to us, since You do these things?”

19Jesus answered and said to them, R“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”

20Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?”

21But He was speaking Rof the temple of His body.

22Therefore, when He had risen from the dead, RHis disciples remembered that He had said this to them;* and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had said.

23Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name when they saw the Rsigns which He did.

24But Jesus did not commit Himself to them, because He Rknew all men, 

25and had no need that anyone should testify of man, for RHe knew what was in man.




CHAPTER 3

Christ Witnesses to Nicodemus

1There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.

2RThis man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for Rno one can do these signs that You do unless RGod is with him.”

3Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”

5Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.

6“That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

7“Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’

8“The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, R“How can these things be?”

10Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not know these things?

11“Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak what We know and testify what We have seen, and you do not receive Our witness.

12“If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things?

13R“No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.*

14R“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so Rmust the Son of Man be lifted up, 

15“that whoever believes in Him should not perish but* have eternal life.

16R“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten RSon, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

17“For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but Rthat the world through Him might be saved.

18R“He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

19“And this is the condemnation, Rthat the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

20“For Reveryone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.

21“But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.”

John the Baptist Witnesses Concerning Christ

22After these things Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea, and there He remained with them and baptized.

23Now John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was much water there. And they came and were baptized.

24For RJohn had not yet been thrown into prison.

25Then there arose a dispute between some of John’s disciples and the Jews about purification.

26And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jordan, Rto whom you have testified—behold, He is baptizing, and all Rare coming to Him!”

27John answered and said, R“A man can receive nothing unless it has been given to him from heaven.

28“You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, R‘I am not the Christ, ’ but, R‘I have been sent before Him.’

29“He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but Rthe friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled.

30R“He must increase, but I must decrease.

31R“He who comes from above is above all; he who is of the earth is earthly and speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all.

32“And Rwhat He has seen and heard, that He testifies; Rand no one receives His testimony.

33“He who has received His testimony Rhas certified that God is true.

34R“For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God does not give the Spirit Rby measure.

35R“The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand.

36R“He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the Rwrath of God abides on him.”




CHAPTER 4

Christ Witnesses to the Woman at the Well

1Therefore, when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and Rbaptized more disciples than John

2(though Jesus Himself did not baptize, but His disciples), 

3He left Judea and departed again to Galilee.

4But He needed to go through Samaria.

5So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot of ground that RJacob gave to his son Joseph.

6Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour.

7A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.”

8For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.

9Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.

10Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the Rgift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink, ’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you Rliving water.”

11The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where then do You get that living water?

12“Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?”

13Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, 

14“but Rwhoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him Rwill become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.”

15RThe woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.”

16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.”

17The woman answered and said, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You have well said, ‘I have no husband, ’

18“for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; in that you spoke truly.”

19The woman said to Him, “Sir, RI perceive that You are a prophet.

20“Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.”

21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming Rwhen you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father.

22“You worship Rwhat you do not know; we know what we worship, for Rsalvation is of the Jews.

23“But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in Rspirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.

24“God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

25The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When He comes, He will tell us all things.”

26Jesus said to her, R“I who speak to you am He.”

Christ Witnesses to the Disciples

27And at this point His disciples came, and they marveled that He talked with a woman; yet no one said, “What do You seek?” or, “Why are You talking with her?”

28The woman then left her waterpot, went her way into the city, and said to the men, 

29“Come, see a Man Rwho told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?”

30Then they went out of the city and came to Him.

31In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.”

32But He said to them, “I have food to eat of which you do not know.”

33Therefore the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought Him anything to eat?”

34Jesus said to them, R“My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to Rfinish His work.

35“Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then comes Rthe harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, Rfor they are already white for harvest!

36R“And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that Rboth he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together.

37“For in this the saying is true: R‘One sows and another reaps.’

38“I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have labored, and you have entered into their labors.”

Christ Witnesses to the Samaritans

39And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him Rbecause of the word of the woman who testified, “He told me all that I ever did.”

40So when the Samaritans had come to Him, they urged Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days.

41And many more believed because of His own Rword.

42Then they said to the woman, “Now we believe, not because of what you said, for Rwe ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, * the Savior of the world.”

Christ Is Received by the Galileans

43Now after the two days He departed from there and went to Galilee.

44For Jesus Himself testified that a prophet has no honor in his own country.

45So when He came to Galilee, the Galileans received Him, having seen all the things He did in Jerusalem at the feast; Rfor they also had gone to the feast.

Christ Heals the Nobleman’s Son

46So Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee Rwhere He had made the water wine. And there was a certain nobleman whose son was sick at Capernaum.

47When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him and implored Him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death.

48Then Jesus said to him, R“Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will by no means believe.”

49The nobleman said to Him, “Sir, come down before my child dies!”

50Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your son lives.” So the man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his way.

51And as he was now going down, his servants met him and told him, saying, “Your son lives!”

52Then he inquired of them the hour when he got better. And they said to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.”

53So the father knew that it was at the same hour in which Jesus said to him, “Your son lives.” And he himself believed, and his whole household.

54This again is the second sign Jesus did when He had come out of Judea into Galilee.




CHAPTER 5

Christ Heals the Paralytic Man

1After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

2Now there is in Jerusalem Rby the Sheep Gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, * having five porches.

3In these lay a great multitude of sick people, blind, lame, Tparalyzed, waiting for the moving of the water.

4For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the water; then whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was made well of whatever disease he had.*

5Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight years.

6When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in that condition a long time, He said to him, “Do you want to be made well?”

7The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me.”

8Jesus said to him, R“Rise, take up your bed and walk.”

9And immediately the man was made well, took up his bed, and walked. And Rthat day was the Sabbath.

Christ Heals on the Sabbath

10The Jews therefore said to him who was cured, “It is the Sabbath; Rit is not lawful for you to carry your bed.”

11He answered them, “He who made me well said to me, ‘Take up your bed and walk.’ ”

12Then they asked him, “Who is the Man who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and walk’?”

13But the one who was Rhealed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, a multitude being in that place.

14Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, “See, you have been made well. RSin no more, lest a worse thing come upon you.”

15The man departed and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well.

16For this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill Him, * because He had done these things on the Sabbath.

Equality with God in Nature

17But Jesus answered them, R“My Father has been working until now, and I have been working.”

18Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God.

Equality with God in Power

19Then Jesus answered and said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, Rthe Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner.

20“For Rthe Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself does; and He will show Him greater works than these, that you may marvel.

21“For as the Father raises the dead and gives life to them, Reven so the Son gives life to whom He will.

Equality with God in Authority

22“For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son, 

23“that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. RHe who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.

24“Most assuredly, I say to you, Rhe who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, Rbut has passed from death into life.

25“Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when Rthe dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live.

26“For Ras the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have Rlife in Himself, 

27“and Rhas given Him authority to execute judgment also, Rbecause He is the Son of Man.

28“Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will Rhear His voice

29R“and come forth—Rthose who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.

30R“I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me.

Witness of John the Baptist

31R“If I bear witness of Myself, My witness is not Ttrue.

32R“There is another who bears witness of Me, and I know that the witness which He witnesses of Me is true.

33“You have sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth.

34“Yet I do not receive testimony from man, but I say these things that you may be saved.

35“He was the burning and Rshining lamp, and Ryou were willing for a time to rejoice in his light.

Witness of the Works of Christ

36“But RI have a greater witness than John’s; for Rthe works which the Father has given Me to finish—the very works that I do—bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me.

Witness of the Father

37“And the Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen His form.

38“But you do not have His word abiding in you, because whom He sent, Him you do not believe.

Witness of the Scriptures

39R“You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.

40R“But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.

41“I do not receive honor from men.

42“But I know you, that you do not have the love of God in you.

43“I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, him you will receive.

44“How can you believe, who receive honor from one another, and do not seek the honor that comes from the only God?

45“Do not think that I shall accuse you to the Father; Rthere is one who accuses you—Moses, in whom you trust.

46“For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me.

47“But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?”




CHAPTER 6

Christ Feeds 5,000 Matt. 14:13–21; Mark 6:31–44; Luke 9:11–17

1After Rthese things Jesus went over the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of RTiberias.

2Then a great multitude followed Him, because they saw His signs which He performed on those who were diseased.

3And Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He sat with His disciples.

4RNow the Passover, a feast of the Jews, was near.

5RThen Jesus lifted up His eyes, and seeing a great multitude coming toward Him, He said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread, that these may eat?”

6But this He said to test him, for He Himself knew what He would do.

7Philip answered Him, R“Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may have a little.”

8One of His disciples, RAndrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him, 

9“There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two small fish, Rbut what are they among so many?”

10Then Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand.

11And Jesus took the loaves, and when He had given thanks He distributed them to the disciples, and the disciples* to those sitting down; and likewise of the fish, as much as they wanted.

12So when they were filled, He said to His disciples, “Gather up the fragments that remain, so that nothing is lost.”

13Therefore they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves which were left over by those who had eaten.

14Then those men, when they had seen the sign that Jesus did, said, “This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world.”

Christ Walks on the Water Matt. 14:22–33; Mark 6:45–52

15Therefore when Jesus perceived that they were about to come and take Him by force to make Him king, He departed again to the mountain by Himself alone.

16RNow when evening came, His disciples went down to the sea, 

17got into the boat, and went over the sea toward Capernaum. And it was already dark, and Jesus had not come to them.

18Then the sea arose because a great wind was blowing.

19So when they had rowed about three or four miles, * they saw Jesus walking on the sea and drawing near the boat; and they were Rafraid.

20But He said to them, R“It is I; do not be afraid.”

21Then they willingly received Him into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land where they were going.

“I Am the Bread of Life”

22On the following day, when the people who were standing on the other side of the sea saw that there was no other boat there, except that one which His disciples had entered, * and that Jesus had not entered the boat with His disciples, but His disciples had gone away alone—

23however, other boats came from Tiberias, near the place where they ate bread after the Lord had given thanks—

24when the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, nor His disciples, they also got into boats and came to Capernaum, Rseeking Jesus.

25And when they found Him on the other side of the sea, they said to Him, “Rabbi, when did You come here?”

26Jesus answered them and said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you saw the signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled.

27R“Do not labor for the food which perishes, but Rfor the food which endures to everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His seal on Him.”

28Then they said to Him, “What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?”

29Jesus answered and said to them, R“This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent.”

30Therefore they said to Him, “What sign will You perform then, that we may see it and believe You? What work will You do?

31R“Our fathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ”*

32Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but My Father gives you the true bread from heaven.

33“For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”

34RThen they said to Him, “Lord, give us this bread always.”

35And Jesus said to them, R“I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never Rthirst.

36“But I said to you that you have seen Me and yet Rdo not believe.

37R“All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and Rthe one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out.

38“For I have come down from heaven, Rnot to do My own will, Rbut the will of Him who sent Me.

39“This is the will of the Father who sent Me, Rthat of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day.

40“And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day.”

41The Jews then Tcomplained about Him, because He said, “I am the bread which came down from heaven.”

42And they said, R“Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How is it then that He says, ‘I have come down from heaven’?”

43Jesus therefore answered and said to them, “Do not murmur among yourselves.

44R“No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day.

45“It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’* RTherefore everyone who has heard and learned* from the Father comes to Me.

46R“Not that anyone has seen the Father, Rexcept He who is from God; He has seen the Father.

47“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me* has everlasting life.

48R“I am the bread of life.

49R“Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and are dead.

50R“This is the bread which comes down from heaven, that one may eat of it and not die.

51“I am the living bread Rwhich came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the world.”

52The Jews therefore Rquarreled among themselves, saying, “How can this Man give us His flesh to eat?”

53Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless Ryou eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you.

54R“Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.

55“For My flesh is food indeed, * and My blood is drink indeed.

56“He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him.

57“As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who feeds on Me will live because of Me.

58“This is the bread which came down from heaven—not Ras your fathers ate the manna, and are dead. He who eats this bread will live forever.”

59These things He said in the synagogue as He taught in Capernaum.

Rejection by Many Followers

60RTherefore many of His disciples, when they heard this, said, “This is a Thard saying; who can understand it?”

61When Jesus knew in Himself that His disciples Tcomplained about this, He said to them, “Does this offend you?

62R“What then if you should see the Son of Man ascend where He was before?

63R“It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.

64“But Rthere are some of you who do not believe.” For RJesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who would betray Him.

65And He said, “Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by My Father.”

66From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more.

Confession by Peter

67Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also want to go away?”

68But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have Rthe words of eternal life.

69R“Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”*

70Jesus answered them, R“Did I not choose you, the twelve, Rand one of you is a devil?”

71He spoke of RJudas Iscariot, the son of Simon, for it was he who would betray Him, being one of the twelve.




CHAPTER 7

Christ’s Brothers Do Not Believe

1After these things Jesus walked in Galilee; for He did not want to walk in Judea, Rbecause the Jews* sought to kill Him.

2RNow the Jews’ Feast of Tabernacles was at hand.

3RHis brothers therefore said to Him, “Depart from here and go into Judea, that Your disciples also may see the works that You are doing.

4“For no one does anything in secret while he himself seeks to be known openly. If You do these things, show Yourself to the world.”

5For Reven His Rbrothers did not believe in Him.

6Then Jesus said to them, “My time has not yet come, but your time is always ready.

7R“The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me Rbecause I testify of it that its works are evil.

8“You go up to this feast. I am not yet* going up to this feast, Rfor My time has not yet fully come.”

9When He had said these things to them, He remained in Galilee.

Christ Secretly Goes to the Feast

10But when His brothers had gone up, then He also went up to the feast, not openly, but as it were in secret.

11Then Rthe Jews sought Him at the feast, and said, “Where is He?”

12And there was much complaining among the people concerning Him. Some said, “He is good”; others said, “No, on the contrary, He deceives the people.”

13However, no one spoke openly of Him Rfor fear of the Jews.

Christ’s Authority from the Father

14Now about the middle of the feast RJesus went up into the temple and taught.

15RAnd the Jews marveled, saying, “How does this Man know letters, having never studied?”

16Jesus* answered them and said, “My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me.

17R“If anyone wills to do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God or whether I speak on My own authority.

18R“He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who Rseeks the glory of the One who sent Him is true, and no unrighteousness is in Him.

19R“Did not Moses give you the law, yet none of you keeps the law? RWhy do you seek to kill Me?”

20The people answered and said, “You have a demon. Who is seeking to kill You?”

21Jesus answered and said to them, “I did one work, and you all marvel.

22R“Moses therefore gave you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, Rbut from the fathers), and you circumcise a man on the Sabbath.

23“If a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath, so that the law of Moses should not be broken, are you angry with Me because RI made a man completely well on the Sabbath?

24“Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.”

Christ’s Origin from the Father

25Now some of them from Jerusalem said, “Is this not He whom they seek to kill?

26“But look! He speaks boldly, and they say nothing to Him. Do the rulers know indeed that this is truly* the Christ?

27R“However, we know where this Man is from; but when the Christ comes, no one knows where He is from.”

28Then Jesus cried out, as He taught in the temple, saying, R“You both know Me, and you know where I am from; and I have not come of Myself, but He who sent Me is true, whom you do not know.

29“But* RI know Him, for I am from Him, and He sent Me.”

30Therefore Rthey sought to take Him; but no one laid a hand on Him, because His hour had not yet come.

31And Rmany of the people believed in Him, and said, “When the Christ comes, will He do more signs than these which this Man has done?”

Christ’s Departure to the Father

32The Pharisees heard the crowd murmuring these things concerning Him, and the Pharisees and the chief priests sent officers to take Him.

33Then Jesus said to them, * R“I shall be with you a little while longer, and then I go to Him who sent Me.

34“You Rwill seek Me and not find Me, and where I am you cannot come.”

35Then the Jews said among themselves, “Where does He intend to go that we shall not find Him? Does He intend to go to Rthe Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the Greeks?

36“What is this thing that He said, ‘You will seek Me and not find Me, and where I am you cannot come’?”

Christ Reveals the “Living Water”

37ROn the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, R“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.

38R“He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, Rout of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”

39But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing* in Him would receive; for the Holy* Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

Israel Is Divided over Christ

40Therefore many* from the crowd, when they heard this saying, said, “Truly this is Rthe Prophet.”

41Others said, “This is Rthe Christ.” But some said, “Will the Christ come out of Galilee?

42R“Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the seed of David and from the town of Bethlehem, Rwhere David was?”

43So Rthere was a division among the people because of Him.

44Now Rsome of them wanted to take Him, but no one laid hands on Him.

The Sanhedrin Is Confused over Christ

45Then the officers came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why have you not brought Him?”

46The officers answered, R“No man ever spoke like this Man!”

47Then the Pharisees answered them, “Are you also deceived?

48“Have any of the rulers or the Pharisees believed in Him?

49“But this crowd that does not know the law is accursed.”

50Nicodemus (he who came to Jesus by night, * being one of them) said to them, 

51“Does our law judge a man before it hears him and knows what he is doing?”

52They answered and said to him, “Are you also from Galilee? Search and look, for no prophet has arisen* out of Galilee.”

53And everyone went to his own house.*




CHAPTER 8

A Woman Is Caught in Adultery

1But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.

2 Now early* in the morning He came again into the temple, and all the people came to Him; and He sat down and Rtaught them.

3Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery. And when they had set her in the midst, 

4they said to Him, “Teacher, this woman was caught* in adultery, in the very act.

5R“Now Moses, in the law, commanded* us that such should be stoned.* But what do You say?”*

6This they said, testing Him, that they Rmight have something of which to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though He did not hear.*

7So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up* and said to them, R“He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.”

8And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground.

9Then those who heard it, Rbeing convicted by their conscience, * went out one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.

10When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her, * “Woman, where are those accusers of yours?* Has no one condemned you?”

11She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said to her, R“Neither do I condemn you; go and* Rsin no more.”

“I Am the Light of the World”

12Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, R“I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”

13The Pharisees therefore said to Him, R“You bear witness of Yourself; Your witness is not Ttrue.”

14Jesus answered and said to them, “Even if I bear witness of Myself, My witness is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going; but you do not know where I come from and where I am going.

15R“You judge according to the flesh; RI judge no one.

16“And yet if I do judge, My judgment is true; for RI am not alone, but I am with the Father who sent Me.

17R“It is also written in your law that the testimony of two men is true.

18“I am One who bears witness of Myself, and Rthe Father who sent Me bears witness of Me.”

19Then they said to Him, “Where is Your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither Me nor My Father. If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also.”

20These words Jesus spoke in Rthe treasury, as He taught in the temple; and Rno one laid hands on Him, for His hour had not yet come.

21Then Jesus said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek Me, and Rwill die in your sin. RWhere I go you cannot come.”

22So the Jews said, “Will He kill Himself, because He says, ‘Where I go you cannot come’?”

23And He said to them, R“You are from beneath; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world.

24“Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”

25Then they said to Him, “Who are You?” And Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been saying to you from the beginning.

26“I have many things to say and to judge concerning you, but RHe who sent Me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I heard from Him.”

27They did not understand that He spoke to them of the Father.

28Then Jesus said to them, “When you Rlift up the Son of Man, Rthen you will know that I am He, and that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things.

29“And RHe who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for I always do those things that please Him.”

30As He spoke these words, Rmany believed in Him.

31Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you Rabide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.

32“And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

33They answered Him, R“We are Abraham’s descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone. How can You say, ‘You will be made free’?”

34Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, Rwhoever commits sin is a slave of sin.

35“And a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever.

36R“Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.

37“I know that you are Abraham’s descendants, but Ryou seek to kill Me, because My word has no place in you.

38R“I speak what I have seen with My Father, and you do what you have seen with* your father.”

39They answered and said to Him, R“Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, R“If you were Abraham’s children, you would do the works of Abraham.

40“But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has told you the truth which I heard from God. Abraham did not do this.

41“You do the deeds of your father.” Then they said to Him, “We were not born of fornication; we have one Father—God.”

42Jesus said to them, R“If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and came from God; nor have I come of Myself, but He sent Me.

43R“Why do you not understand My speech? Because you are not able to listen to My word.

44R“You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.

45“But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me.

46“Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you not believe Me?

47R“He who is of God hears God’s words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not of God.”

48Then the Jews answered and said to Him, “Do we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan and Rhave a demon?”

49Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon; but I honor My Father, and Ryou dishonor Me.

50“And RI do not seek My own glory; there is One who seeks and judges.

51“Most assuredly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never see death.”

52Then the Jews said to Him, “Now we know that You Rhave a demon! RAbraham is dead, and the prophets; and You say, ‘If anyone keeps My word he shall never taste death.’

53“Are You greater than our father Abraham, who is dead? And the prophets are dead. Who do You make Yourself out to be?”

54Jesus answered, R“If I honor Myself, My honor is nothing. RIt is My Father who honors Me, of whom you say that He is your* God.

55“Yet Ryou have not known Him, but I know Him. And if I say, ‘I do not know Him, ’ I shall be a liar like you; but I do know Him and keep His word.

56“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.”

57Then the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?”

58Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.”

59Then Rthey took up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple, * going through the midst of them, and so passed by.




CHAPTER 9

Christ Heals the Blind Man

1Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth.

2And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, Rwho sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, Rbut that the works of God should be revealed in him.

4“I* must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is Rday; the night is coming when no one can work.

5“As long as I am in the world, RI am the light of the world.”

6When He had said these things, RHe spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay.

7And He said to him, “Go, wash Rin the pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent). So Rhe went and washed, and came back seeing.

8Therefore the neighbors and those who previously had seen that he was blind* said, “Is not this he who sat and begged?”

9Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.”* He said, “I am he.”

10Therefore they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?”

11He answered and said, R“A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of* Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed, and I received sight.”

12Then they said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not know.”

13They brought him who formerly was blind to the Pharisees.

14Now it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes.

15Then the Pharisees also asked him again how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.”

16Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This Man is not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them.

17They said to the blind man again, “What do you say about Him because He opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”

18But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind and received his sight, until they called the parents of him who had received his sight.

19And they asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?”

20His parents answered them and said, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind;

21“but by what means he now sees we do not know, or who opened his eyes we do not know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak for himself.”

22His parents said these things because Rthey feared the Jews, for the Jews had agreed already that if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he Rwould be put out of the synagogue.

23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

24So they again called the man who was blind, and said to him, “Give God the glory! We know that this Man is a sinner.”

25He answered and said, “Whether He is a sinner or not I do not know. One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see.”

26Then they said to him again, “What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?”

27He answered them, “I told you already, and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become His disciples?”

28Then they reviled him and said, “You are His disciple, but we are Moses’ disciples.

29“We know that God Rspoke to RMoses; as for this fellow, Rwe do not know where He is from.”

30The man answered and said to them, R“Why, this is a marvelous thing, that you do not know where He is from; yet He has opened my eyes!

31“Now we know that RGod does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him.

32“Since the world began it has been unheard of that anyone opened the eyes of one who was born blind.

33R“If this Man were not from God, He could do nothing.”

34They answered and said to him, “You were completely born in sins, and are you teaching us?” And they cast him out.

35Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found him, He said to him, “Do you believe in the Son of God?”*

36He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?”

37And Jesus said to him, “You have both seen Him and Rit is He who is talking with you.”

38Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” And he Rworshiped Him.

39And Jesus said, R“For judgment I have come into this world, that those who do not see may see, and that those who see may be made blind.”

40Then some of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these words, Rand said to Him, “Are we blind also?”

41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you say, ‘We see.’ Therefore your sin remains.




CHAPTER 10

“I Am the Good Shepherd”

1“MOST assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.

2“But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.

3“To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.

4“And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.

5“Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.”

6Jesus used this illustration, but they did not understand the things which He spoke to them.

7Then Jesus said to them again, “Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.

8“All who ever came before Me* are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them.

9R“I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.

10“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.

12“But a Thireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and Rleaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them.

13“The hireling flees because he is a hireling and does not care about the sheep.

14“I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own.

15R“As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; Rand I lay down My life for the sheep.

16“And Rother sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.

17“Therefore My Father Rloves Me, Rbecause I lay down My life that I may take it again.

18“No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This command I have received from My Father.”

19Therefore there was a division again among the Jews because of these sayings.

20And many of them said, R“He has a demon and is Tmad. Why do you listen to Him?”

21Others said, “These are not the words of one who has a demon. RCan a demon open the eyes of the blind?”

The Opposition at the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem

22Now it was the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem, and it was winter.

23And Jesus walked in the temple, Rin Solomon’s porch.

24Then the Jews surrounded Him and said to Him, “How long do You keep us in doubt? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.”

25Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in My Father’s name, they bear witness of Me.

26“But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you.*

27R“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.

28“And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.

29“My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand.

30“I and My Father are one.”

31Then Rthe Jews took up stones again to stone Him.

32Jesus answered them, “Many good works I have shown you from My Father. For which of those works do you stone Me?”

33The Jews answered Him, saying, “For a good work we do not stone You, but for Rblasphemy, and because You, being a Man, Rmake Yourself God.”

34Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your law, ‘I said, “You are gods” ’?*

35“If He called them gods, Rto whom the word of God came (and the Scripture Rcannot be broken), 

36“do you say of Him Rwhom the Father sanctified and Rsent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming, ’ Rbecause I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?

37R“If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me;

38“but if I do, though you do not believe Me, Rbelieve the works, that you may know and believe* Rthat the Father is in Me, and I in Him.”

39Therefore they sought again to seize Him, but He escaped out of their hand.

40And He went away again beyond the Jordan to the place Rwhere John was baptizing at first, and there He stayed.

41Then many came to Him and said, “John performed no sign, but all the things that John spoke about this Man were true.”

42And many believed in Him there.




CHAPTER 11

Christ Raises Lazarus

1Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of RMary and her sister Martha.

2It was that Mary who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.

3Therefore the sisters sent to Him, saying, “Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick.”

4When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”

5Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.

6So, when He heard that he was sick, RHe stayed two more days in the place where He was.

7Then after this He said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.”

8The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, lately the Jews sought to Rstone You, and are You going there again?”

9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? RIf anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the Rlight of this world.

10“But if one walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.”

11These things He said, and after that He said to them, “Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I may wake him up.”

12Then His disciples said, “Lord, if he sleeps he will get well.”

13However, Jesus spoke of his death, but they thought that He was speaking about taking rest in sleep.

14Then Jesus said to them plainly, “Lazarus is dead.

15“And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, that you may believe. Nevertheless let us go to him.”

16Then RThomas, who is called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with Him.”

17So when Jesus came, He found that he had already been in the tomb four days.

18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles* away.

19And many of the Jews had joined the women around Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother.

20Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met Him, but Mary was sitting in the house.

21Now Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.

22“But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You.”

23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”

24Martha said to Him, R“I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”

25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.

26“And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”

27She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, RI believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”

28And when she had said these things, she went her way and secretly called Mary her sister, saying, “The Teacher has come and is calling for you.”

29As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly and came to Him.

30Now Jesus had not yet come into the town, but was* in the place where Martha met Him.

31RThen the Jews who were with her in the house, and comforting her, when they saw that Mary rose up quickly and went out, followed her, saying, “She is going to the tomb to weep there.”*

32Then, when Mary came where Jesus was, and saw Him, she Rfell down at His feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.”

33Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was troubled.

34And He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.”

35RJesus wept.

36Then the Jews said, “See how He loved him!”

37And some of them said, “Could not this Man, who opened the eyes of the blind, also have kept this man from dying?”

38Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a Rstone lay against it.

39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, “Lord, by this time there is a stench, for he has been dead four days.”

40Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to you that if you would believe you would Rsee the glory of God?”

41Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead man was lying.* And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, “Father, I thank You that You have heard Me.

42“And I know that You always hear Me, but Rbecause of the people who are standing by I said this, that they may believe that You sent Me.”

43Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth!”

44And he who had died came out bound hand and foot with graveclothes, and his face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and let him go.”

The Pharisees Plan to Kill Christ

45Then many of the Jews who had come to Mary, Rand had seen the things Jesus did, believed in Him.

46But some of them went away to the Pharisees and Rtold them the things Jesus did.

47RThen the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a council and said, R“What shall we do? For this Man works many signs.

48“If we let Him alone like this, everyone will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and nation.”

49And one of them, RCaiaphas, being high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all, 

50R“nor do you consider that it is expedient for us* that one man should die for the people, and not that the whole nation should perish.”

51Now this he did not say on his own authority; but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 

52and not for that nation only, but also that He would gather together in one the children of God who were scattered abroad.

53Then, from that day on, they plotted to Rput Him to death.

54RTherefore Jesus no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from there into the country near the wilderness, to a city called REphraim, and there remained with His disciples.

55RAnd the Passover of the Jews was near, and many went from the country up to Jerusalem before the Passover, to Rpurify themselves.

56RThen they sought Jesus, and spoke among themselves as they stood in the temple, “What do you think—that He will not come to the feast?”

57Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a command, that if anyone knew where He was, he should report it, that they might Rseize Him.




CHAPTER 12

Mary Anoints Christ Matt. 26:6–12; Mark 14:3–9

1Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, Rwhere Lazarus was who had been dead, * whom He had raised from the dead.

2RThere they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those who sat at the table with Him.

3Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil.

4But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would betray Him, said, 

5“Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii* and given to the poor?”

6This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and Rhad the money box; and he used to take what was put in it.

7But Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has kept* this for the day of My burial.

8“For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have always.”

9Now a great many of the Jews knew that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus’ sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, Rwhom He had raised from the dead.

10RBut the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death also, 

11because on account of him many of the Jews went away and believed in Jesus.

The Triumphal Entry Matt. 21:1–9; Mark 11:1–10; Luke 19:29–38

12The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 

13took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out:

“Hosanna!

‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’*

The King of Israel!”

14Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written:

15“Fear not, daughter of Zion;

Behold, your King is coming,

Sitting on a donkey’s colt.”*

16RHis disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written about Him and that they had done these things to Him.

17Therefore the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of his tomb and raised him from the dead, bore witness.

18RFor this reason the people also met Him, because they heard that He had done this sign.

19The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, R“You see that you are accomplishing nothing. Look, the world has gone after Him!”

20Now there were certain Greeks among those who came up to worship at the feast.

21Then they came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, saying, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”

22Philip came and told Andrew, and in turn Andrew and Philip told Jesus.

The Messiah Teaches

23But Jesus answered them, saying, R“The hour has come Rthat the Son of Man should be glorified.

24“Most assuredly, I say to you, Runless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much Tgrain.

25R“He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.

26“If anyone serves Me, let him Rfollow Me; and Rwhere I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.

27“Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour.

28“Father, glorify Your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, saying, “I have both glorified it and will glorify it again.”

29Therefore the people who stood by and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to Him.”

30Jesus answered and said, R“This voice did not come because of Me, but for your sake.

31“Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.

32“And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw Rall peoples to Myself.”

33RThis He said, signifying by what death He would die.

34The people answered Him, R“We have heard from the law that the Christ remains forever; and how can You say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this Son of Man?”

35Then Jesus said to them, “A little while longer Rthe light is with you. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going.

36“While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become Rsons of light.” These things Jesus spoke, and departed, and was hidden from them.

37But although He had done so many Rsigns before them, they did not believe in Him, 

38that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke:

“Lord, who has believed our report?

And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?”*

39Therefore they could not believe, because Isaiah said again:

40“He has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts,

RLest they should see with their eyes,

Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn,

So that I should heal them.”*

41RThese things Isaiah said when* he saw His glory and spoke of Him.

42Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue;

43Rfor they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.

44Then Jesus cried out and said, R“He who believes in Me, believes not in Me Rbut in Him who sent Me.

45“And Rhe who sees Me sees Him who sent Me.

46R“I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness.

47“And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, * RI do not judge him; for RI did not come to judge the world but to save the world.





48“He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him—Rthe word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.

49“For RI have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, Rwhat I should say and what I should speak.

50“And I know that His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak.”




CHAPTER 13

Christ Washes the Disciples’ Feet

1Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.

2And supper being ended, * the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him, 

3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to God, 

4rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself.

5After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded.

6Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, R“Lord, are You washing my feet?”

7Jesus answered and said to him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, Rbut you will know after this.”

8Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet!” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.”

9Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!”

10Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and Ryou are clean, but not all of you.”

11For He knew who would betray Him; therefore He said, “You are not all clean.”

12So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, “Do you Tknow what I have done to you?

13R“You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am.

14R“If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, Ryou also ought to wash one another’s feet.

15“For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.

16“Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him.

17R“If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.

18“I do not speak concerning all of you. I know whom I have chosen; but that the RScripture may be fulfilled, ‘He who eats bread with Me* has lifted up his heel against Me.’*

19R“Now I tell you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may believe that I am He.

20R“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.”

Christ Announces Judas, the Betrayer Matt. 26:21, 22; Mark 14:18, 19; Luke 22:21–23

21When Jesus had said these things, RHe was troubled in spirit, and testified and said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, Rone of you will betray Me.”

22Then the disciples looked at one another, perplexed about whom He spoke.

23Now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved.

24Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask who it was of whom He spoke.

25Then, leaning back* on Jesus’ breast, he said to Him, “Lord, who is it?”

26Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I shall give a piece of bread when I have dipped it.” And having dipped the bread, He gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon.

27RNow after the piece of bread, Satan entered him. Then Jesus said to him, “What you do, do quickly.”

28But no one at the table knew for what reason He said this to him.

29For some thought, because Judas had the money box, that Jesus had said to him, “Buy those things we need for the feast, ” or that he should give something to the poor.

30Having received the piece of bread, he then went out immediately. And it was night.

Christ Announces His Departure

31So, when he had gone out, Jesus said, R“Now the Son of Man is glorified, and RGod is glorified in Him.

32“If God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, and Rglorify Him immediately.

33“Little children, I shall be with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come, ’ so now I say to you.

34“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.

35“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Christ Foretells Peter’s Denial Matt. 26:34, 35; Mark 14:30, 31; Luke 22:33, 34

36Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, where are You going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am going you cannot follow Me now, but Ryou shall follow Me afterward.”

37Peter said to Him, “Lord, why can I not follow You now? I will Rlay down my life for Your sake.”

38Jesus answered him, “Will you lay down your life for My sake? Most assuredly, I say to you, the rooster shall not Rcrow till you have denied Me three times.




CHAPTER 14

Christ Comforts His Disciples

1“LET not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.

2“In My Father’s house are many mansions;* if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.*

3“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.

4“And where I go you know, and the way you know.”

Christ Answers Thomas

5RThomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?”

6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. RNo one comes to the Father except through Me.

7R“If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him.”

Christ Answers Philip

8Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.”

9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? RHe who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?

10“Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you RI do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works.

11“Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, Ror else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves.

12R“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.

13R“And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be Rglorified in the Son.

14“If you ask* anything in My name, I will do it.

15R“If you love Me, keep* My commandments.

16“And I will pray the Father, and RHe will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever—

17“the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.

18R“I will not leave you orphans; RI will come to you.

19“A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but Ryou will see Me. Because I live, you will live also.

20“At that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.

21“He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.”

Christ Answers Judas

22RJudas (not Iscariot) said to Him, “Lord, how is it that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to the world?”

23Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.

24“He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me.

25“These things I have spoken to you while being present with you.

26“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.

27R“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.

28“You have heard Me Rsay to you, ‘I am going away and coming back to you.’ If you loved Me, you would rejoice because I said, * R‘I am going to the Father, ’ for My Father is greater than I.

29“And Rnow I have told you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may believe.

30“I will no longer talk much with you, Rfor the ruler of this world is coming, and he has Rnothing in Me.

31“But that the world may know that I love the Father, and Ras the Father gave Me commandment, so I do. Arise, let us go from here.




CHAPTER 15

The Relationship of Believers to Christ

1“I AM the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.

2R“Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away;* and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear Rmore fruit.

3“You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.

4R“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.

5“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.

6“If anyone does not abide in Me, Rhe is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.

7“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will* ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.

8“By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.

9“As the Father Rloved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.

10R“If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.

11“These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and Rthat your joy may be full.

The Relationship of Believers to Each Other

12“This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.

13“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.

14R“You are My friends if you do whatever I command you.

15“No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, Rfor all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you.

16R“You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.

17“These things I command you, that you love one another.

The Relationship of Believers to the World

18R“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you.

19“If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.

20“Remember the word that I said to you, R‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. RIf they kept My word, they will keep yours also.

21“But Rall these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know Him who sent Me.

22R“If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have no sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin.

23R“He who hates Me hates My Father also.

24“If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both Me and My Father.

25“But this happened that the word might be fulfilled which is written in their law, ‘They hated Me without a cause.’*

The Promise of the Holy Spirit

26R“But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, RHe will testify of Me.

27“And Ryou also will bear witness, because Ryou have been with Me from the beginning.




CHAPTER 16

1“THESE things I have spoken to you, that you should not be made to stumble.

2R“They will put you out of the synagogues; yes, the time is coming Rthat whoever kills you will think that he offers God service.

3“And Rthese things they will do to you* because they have not known the Father nor Me.

4“But these things I have told you, that when the* time comes, you may remember that I told you of them. And these things I did not say to you at the beginning, because I was with you.

5“But now I Rgo away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are You going?’

6“But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart.

7“Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but Rif I depart, I will send Him to you.

8“And when He has come, RHe will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:

9R“of sin, because they do not believe in Me;

10R“of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more;

11R“of judgment, because Rthe ruler of this world is judged.

12“I still have many things to say to you, Rbut you cannot bear them now.

13“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and RHe will tell you things to come.

14“He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.

15R“All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.*

The Predictions of Christ’s Death and Resurrection

16“A Rlittle while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me, because I go to the Father.”

17Then some of His disciples said among themselves, “What is this that He says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me’; and, ‘because I go to the Father’?”

18They said therefore, “What is this that He says, ‘A little while’? We do not Tknow what He is saying.”

19Now Jesus knew that they desired to ask Him, and He said to them, “Are you inquiring among yourselves about what I said, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me’?

20“Most assuredly, I say to you that you will weep and Rlament, but the world will rejoice; and you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy.

21R“A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow because her hour has come; but as soon as she has given birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world.

22“Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see you again and Ryour heart will rejoice, and your joy no one will take from you.

23“And in that day you will ask Me nothing. RMost assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you.

24“Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, Rthat your joy may be Rfull.

25“These things I have spoken to you in figurative language; but the time is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figurative language, but I will tell you Rplainly about the Father.

26“In that day you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I shall pray the Father for you;

27R“for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me, and have believed that I came forth from God.

28R“I came forth from the Father and have come into the world. Again, I leave the world and go to the Father.”

29His disciples said to Him, “See, now You are speaking plainly, and using no figure of speech!

30“Now we are sure that RYou know all things, and have no need that anyone should question You. By this we believe that You came forth from God.”

31Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe?

32R“Indeed the hour is coming, yes, has now come, that you will be scattered, Reach to his own, and will leave Me alone. And yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me.

33“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will* have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”




CHAPTER 17

Christ Prays for Himself

1Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: “Father, Rthe hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, 

2R“as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should* give eternal life to as many as You have given Him.

3“And Rthis is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.

4R“I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.

5“And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory Rwhich I had with You before the world was.

Christ Prays for His Disciples

6“I have Tmanifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the world. They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word.

7“Now they have known that all things which You have given Me are from You.

8“For RI have given to them the words which You have given Me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came forth from You; and they have believed that You sent Me.

9“I pray for them. RI do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours.

10“And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them.

11R“Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, Rkeep through Your name those whom You have given Me, * that they may be one as We are.

12“While I was with them in the world, * I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have kept;* and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, Rthat the Scripture might be fulfilled.

13“But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves.

14“I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.

15“I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but Rthat You should keep them from the evil one.

16“They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.

17R“Sanctify them by Your truth. RYour word is truth.

18R“As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.

19“And Rfor their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth.

Christ Prays for All Believers

20“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will* believe in Me through their word;

21R“that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.

22“And the Rglory which You gave Me I have given them, Rthat they may be one just as We are one:

23“I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.

24R“Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.

25“O righteous Father! The world has not known You, but I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me.

26R“And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love Rwith which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.”




CHAPTER 18

The Arrest of Christ Matt. 26:47–56; Mark 14:43–52; Luke 22:47–53

1When Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His disciples over the Brook Kidron, where there was a garden, which He and His disciples entered.

2And Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the place; Rfor Jesus often met there with His disciples.

3Then Judas, having received a detachment of troops, and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons.

4Jesus therefore, knowing all things that would come upon Him, went forward and said to them, “Whom are you seeking?”

5They answered Him, R“Jesus Tof Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am He.” And Judas, who Rbetrayed Him, also stood with them.

6Now when He said to them, “I am He, ” they drew back and fell to the ground.

7Then He asked them again, “Whom are you seeking?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”

8Jesus answered, “I have told you that I am He. Therefore, if you seek Me, let these go their way, ”

9that the saying might be fulfilled which He spoke, R“Of those whom You gave Me I have lost none.”

10RThen Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant’s name was Malchus.

11So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into the sheath. Shall I not drink the cup which My Father has given Me?”

First Jewish Trial Before Annas Matt. 26:69, 70; Mark 14:66–68; Luke 22:55–57

12Then the detachment of troops and the captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound Him.

13And Rthey led Him away to Annas first, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas who was high priest that year.

14RNow it was Caiaphas who advised the Jews that it was expedient that one man should die for the people.

15And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another* disciple. Now that disciple was known to the high priest, and went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest.

16But Peter stood at the door outside. Then the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to her who kept the door, and brought Peter in.

17Then the servant girl who kept the door said to Peter, “You are not also one of this Man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “I am Rnot.”

18Now the servants and officers who had made a fire of coals stood there, for it was cold, and they warmed themselves. And Peter stood with them and warmed himself.

19The high priest then asked Jesus about His disciples and His doctrine.

20Jesus answered him, “I spoke openly to the world. I always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where the Jews always meet, * and in secret I have said nothing.

21“Why do you ask Me? Ask Rthose who have heard Me what I said to them. Indeed they know what I said.”

22And when He had said these things, one of the officers who stood by Rstruck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, “Do You answer the high priest like that?”

23Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why do you strike Me?”

Second Jewish Trial Before Caiaphas Matt. 26:57–68, 73–75; Mark 14:53–65, 70–72; Luke 22:59–65

24RThen Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.

25Now Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. Therefore they said to him, “You are not also one of His disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not!”

26One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of him whose ear Peter cut off, said, “Did I not see you in the garden with Him?”

27RPeter then denied again; and Rimmediately a rooster crowed.

First Roman Trial Before Pilate Matt. 27:2, 11–14; Mark 15:1–5; Luke 23:1–5

28RThen they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning. But they themselves did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover.

29RPilate then went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this Man?”

30They answered and said to him, “If He were not Tan evildoer, we would not have delivered Him up to you.”

31Then Pilate said to them, “You take Him and judge Him according to your law.” Therefore the Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death, ”

32Rthat the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled which He spoke, signifying by what death He would die.

33RThen Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?”

34Jesus answered him, “Are you speaking for yourself about this, or did others tell you this concerning Me?”

35Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You to me. What have You done?”

36RJesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.”

37Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?” Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, Rthat I should bear Rwitness to the truth. Everyone who Ris of the truth hears My voice.”

38Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews, and said to them, R“I find no fault in Him at all.

Second Roman Trial Before Pilate Matt. 27:15–31; Mark 15:6–20; Luke 23:13–25

39R“But you have a custom that I should release someone to you at the Passover. Do you therefore want me to release to you the King of the Jews?”

40RThen they all cried again, saying, “Not this Man, but Barabbas!” RNow Barabbas was a robber.




CHAPTER 19

1So then RPilate took Jesus and scourged Him.

2And the soldiers twisted a crown of thorns and put it on His head, and they put on Him a purple robe.

3Then they said, * “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they Rstruck Him with their hands.

4Pilate then went out again, and said to them, “Behold, I am bringing Him out to you, Rthat you may know that I find no fault in Him.”

5Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, “Behold the Man!”

6RTherefore, when the chief priests and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “You take Him and crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him.”

7The Jews answered him, R“We have a law, and according to our* law RHe ought to die, because RHe made Himself the Son of God.”

8Therefore, when Pilate heard that saying, he was the more afraid, 

9and went again into the Praetorium, and said to Jesus, “Where are You from?” RBut Jesus gave him no answer.

10Then Pilate said to Him, “Are You not speaking to me? Do You not know that I have Tpower to crucify You, and power to release You?”

11Jesus answered, “You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.”

12From then on Pilate sought to release Him, but the Jews cried out, saying, “If you let this Man go, you are not Caesar’s friend. RWhoever makes himself a king speaks against Caesar.”

13When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus out and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha.

14Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, “Behold your King!”

15RBut they cried out, “Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, R“We have no king but Caesar!”

16RThen he delivered Him to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus and led Him away.*

The Crucifixion of Christ Matt. 27:32–38, 48, 50; Mark 15:21–26, 36, 37; Luke 23:26–33, 38, 46

17And He, bearing His cross, Rwent out to a place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha, 

18where they Rcrucified Him, and two others with Him, one on either side, and Jesus in the center. 

19RNow Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross. And the writing was:

JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.

20Then many of the Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin.

21Therefore the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews, ’ but, ‘He said, “I am the King of the Jews.” ’ ”

22Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”

23RThen the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His garments and made four parts, to each soldier a part, and also the tunic. Now the tunic was without seam, woven from the top in one piece.

24They said therefore among themselves, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be, ” that the Scripture might be fulfilled which says:

“They divided My garments among them,

And for My clothing they cast lots.”*

Therefore the soldiers did these things.

25Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.

26When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and Rthe disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, R“Woman, behold your son!”

27Then He said to the disciple, “Behold your mother!” And from that hour that disciple took her Rto his own home.

28After this, Jesus, knowing* that all things were now accomplished, Rthat the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, “I thirst!”

29Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and Rthey filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth.

30So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, R“It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.

31Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, Rthat the bodies should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.

32Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who was crucified with Him.

33But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, Rthey did not break His legs.

34But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately Rblood and water came out.

35And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you may believe.

36For these things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, “Not one of His bones shall be broken.”*

37And again another Scripture says, “They shall look on Him whom they pierced.”*

The Burial of Christ Matt. 27:57–60; Mark 15:42–46; Luke 23:50–54

38RAfter this, Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, Rfor fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took the body of Jesus.

39And RNicodemus, who at first came to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of Rmyrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds.

40Then they took the body of Jesus, and bound it in strips of linen with the spices, as the custom of the Jews is to bury.

41Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid.

42So Rthere they laid Jesus, because of the Jews’ Preparation Day, for the tomb was nearby.




CHAPTER 20

The Resurrection of Christ Matt. 28:1–8; Mark 16:1–8; Luke 24:1–12

1Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb.

2Then she ran and came to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.”

3Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were going to the tomb.

4So they both ran together, and the other disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first.

5And he, stooping down and looking in, saw Rthe linen cloths lying there; yet he did not go in.

6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb; and he saw the linen cloths lying there, 

7and Rthe Thandkerchief that had been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded together in a place by itself.

8Then the Rother disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he saw and believed.

9For as yet they did not know the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead.

10Then the disciples went away again to their own homes.

Christ Appears to Mary Magdalene

11RBut Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped down and looked into the tomb.

12And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.

13Then they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.”

14Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus.

15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.”

16Jesus said to her, R“Mary!” She turned and said to Him, * “Rabboni!” (which is to say, Teacher).

17Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, R‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.’ ”

18Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, * and that He had spoken these things to her.

Christ Appears to the Disciples (Thomas Absent)—Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36–43

19Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, * for Rfear of the Jews, RJesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.”

20When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.

21So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! RAs the Father has sent Me, I also send you.”

22RAnd when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.

23R“If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24Now Thomas, Rcalled the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.

25The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.”

Christ Appears to the Disciples (Thomas Present)—1 Cor. 15:5

26And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!”

27Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.”

28And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”

29Jesus said to him, “Thomas, * because you have seen Me, you have believed. RBlessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

The Purpose of John’s Gospel

30And Rtruly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book;

31Rbut these are written that Ryou may believe that Jesus Ris the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.




CHAPTER 21

Christ Appears to the Seven Disciples

1After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and in this way He showed Himself:

2Simon Peter, RThomas called the Twin, RNathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were together.

3Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We are going with you also.” They went out and immediately* got into the boat, and that night they caught nothing.

4But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples Rdid not know that it was Jesus.

5Then RJesus said to them, “Children, have you any food?” They answered Him, “No.”

6And He said to them, R“Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast, and now they were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish.

7Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment (for he had removed it), and plunged into the sea.

8But the other disciples came in the little boat (for they were not far from land, but about two hundred cubits), dragging the net with fish.

9Then, as soon as they had come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it, and bread.

10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you have just caught.”

11Simon Peter went up and dragged the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so many, the net was not broken.

12Jesus said to them, R“Come and eat breakfast.” Yet none of the disciples dared ask Him, “Who are You?”—knowing that it was the Lord.

13Jesus then came and took the bread and gave it to them, and likewise the fish.

14This is now Rthe third time Jesus showed Himself to His disciples after He was raised from the dead.

Christ Speaks to Peter

15So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, * do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.”

16He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, * do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I Tlove You.” RHe said to him, “Tend My Rsheep.”

17He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, * do you Tlove Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep.

18R“Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded yourself and walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish.”

19This He spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him, “Follow Me.”

20Then Peter, turning around, saw the disciple Rwhom Jesus loved following, Rwho also had leaned on His breast at the supper, and said, “Lord, who is the one who betrays You?”

21Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, “But Lord, what about this man?”

22Jesus said to him, “If I Twill that he remain Rtill I come, what is that to you? You follow Me.”

23Then this saying went out among the brethren that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but, “If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you?”

The Conclusion of John’s Gospel

24This is the disciple who Rtestifies of these things, and wrote these things; and we know that his testimony is true.

25RAnd there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they were written one by one, RI suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. Amen.




The Acts of the Apostles
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THE BOOK OF ACTS

Jesus’ last recorded words have come to be known as the Great Commission: “You shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (1:8). The Book of Acts, written by Luke, is the story of the men and women who took that commission seriously and began to spread the news of a risen Savior to the most remote corners of the known world.

Each section of the book (1–7; 8–12; 13–28) focuses on a particular audience, a key personality, and a significant phase in the expansion of the gospel message.

As the second volume in a two-part work by Luke, this book probably had no separate title. But all available Greek manuscripts designate it by the title Praxeis, “Acts, ” or by an expanded title like “The Acts of the Apostles.” Praxeis was commonly used in Greek literature to summarize the accomplishments of outstanding men. While the apostles are mentioned collectively at several points, this book really records the acts of Peter (1–12) and of Paul (13–28).
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THE AUTHOR OF ACTS

Acts 1:1 refers Theophilus to “The former account, ” that is, the Gospel of Luke. (See “The Author of Luke” for the internal and external support for Lucan authorship of Luke.) Luke’s source for the “we” sections in this book (16:10–17; 20:5–21:18; 27:1–28:16) was his own memory if not some kind of diary. For the remainder of this book, Luke no doubt followed the same careful investigative procedures that he used in writing his gospel (Luke 1:1–4). As a close traveling companion of Paul, Luke had access to the principal eyewitness for chapters 13–28. It is also likely that he had opportunities to interview such key witnesses in Jerusalem as Peter and John for the information in chapters 1–12. Acts 15:23–29 and 23:26–30 indicate that Luke may have used written documents as well.
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THE TIME OF ACTS

Suggested dates for the writing of Acts range from A.D. 62 to the middle of the second century. Twentieth-century archaeological discoveries have strikingly confirmed the trustworthiness and precision of Luke as a historian and show that his work should be dated in the first century. Luke’s perplexingly abrupt ending with Paul awaiting trial in Rome has led many to believe that Acts was completed prior to Paul’s trial (A.D. 62). If it was written after this crucial event, why didn’t Luke mention the outcome? Luke may have had a reason, but the simplest explanation of his silence is that Paul had not yet stood before Caesar. Acts gives no hint of the persecution under Nero (A.D. 64), Paul’s death (A.D. 68), or the destruction of Jerusalem (A.D. 70).
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THE CHRIST OF ACTS

The resurrected Savior is the central theme of the sermons and defenses in Acts. The Old Testament Scriptures, the historical Resurrection, the apostolic testimony, and the convicting power of the Holy Spirit all bear witness that Jesus is both Lord and Christ (see Peter’s sermons in 2:22–36 and 10:34–43). “To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins” (10:43). “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (4:12).
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KEYS TO ACTS

Key Word: The Growth of the Church—While there are four accounts of the life of Jesus, this is the only book that carries on the story from His ascension to the period of the New Testament epistles. Thus, Acts is the historical link between the Gospels and the Epistles. Because of Luke’s strong emphasis on the ministry of the Holy Spirit, this book could be regarded as “the Acts of the Spirit of Christ working in and through the Apostles.” As a missionary himself, Luke’s interest in the progressive spread of the gospel is obviously reflected in this apostolic history. Luke was personally involved as a participant in this story, so it was not written from a detached point of view.

From a theological standpoint, Acts was written to trace the development of the body of Christ over the one-generation transition from a primarily Jewish to a predominantly Gentile membership. This apologetic work presents Christianity as distinct from Judaism but also as its fulfillment.

Key Verses: Acts 1:8 and 2:42–47—“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (1:8).

“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved” (2:42–47).

Key Chapter: Acts 2—Chapter 2 records the earth-changing events of the Day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit comes, fulfilling Christ’s promise to wait until the Holy Spirit arrives to empower and direct the witness. The Spirit transforms a small group of fearful men into a thriving, worldwide church that is ever moving forward and fulfilling the Great Commission.
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SURVEY OF ACTS

Luke begins the Book of Acts where he left off in his gospel. Acts records the initial fulfillment of the Great Commission of Matthew 28:19, 20 as it traces the beginning and growth of the New Testament church (this growth pattern can be seen in 1:15; 2:41, 47; 4:4; 5:14; 6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 13:49; 16:5; 19:20). Acts traces important events in the early history of Christianity from the ascension of Christ to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit to the rapid progress of the gospel, beginning in Jerusalem and spreading throughout the Roman Empire.

Acts is a pivotal book of transitions: from the Gospels to the Epistles (history), from Judaism to Christianity (religion), from law to grace (divine dealing), from Jews alone to Jews and Gentiles (people of God), and from kingdom to church (program of God).

The three movements in Acts follow its key verse (1:8): witness in Jerusalem (1:1–8:4); witness in Judea and Samaria (8:5–12:25); witness to the end of the earth (13–28).

Witness in Jerusalem (1:1–8:4): After appearing to His disciples for “forty days” (1:3), the Lord tells them to wait in Jerusalem for the fulfillment of His promise concerning the Holy Spirit. Ten days after His ascension, this promise is significantly fulfilled as the disciples are suddenly empowered and filled with the Holy Spirit. The disciples are transformed and filled with courage to proclaim the brand-new message of the resurrected Savior. Peter’s powerful sermon, like all the sermons in Acts, is built upon the Resurrection, and 3,000 persons respond with saving faith. After dramatically healing a man who was lame from birth, Peter delivers a second crucial message to the people of Israel resulting in thousands of additional responses. The religious leaders arrest the apostles, and this gives Peter an opportunity to preach a special sermon to them.

The enthusiasm and joy of the infant church are marred by internal and external problems. Ananias and Sapphira receive the ultimate form of discipline because of their treachery, and the apostles are imprisoned and persecuted because of their witness. Seven men, including Stephen and Philip, are selected to assist the apostles. Stephen is brought before the Sanhedrin; in his defense, Stephen surveys the Scriptures to prove that the Man they condemned and killed was the Messiah Himself. The members of the Sanhedrin react to Stephen’s words by dragging him out of the city and making him the first Christian martyr.

Witness in Judea and Samaria (8:5–12:25): Philip goes to the province of Samaria and successfully proclaims the new message to a people hated by the Jews. Peter and John confirm his work and exercise their apostolic authority by imparting the Holy Spirit to these new members of the body of Christ. God sovereignly transforms Saul the persecutor into Paul the apostle to the Gentiles, but He uses Peter to introduce the gospel to the Gentiles. In a special vision Peter realizes that Christ has broken down the barrier between Jew and Gentile. After Cornelius and other Gentiles come to Christ through his preaching, Peter convinces the Jewish believers in Jerusalem that “the Gentiles had also received the word of God” (11:1). Even while experiencing more and more persecution, the church continues to increase, spreading throughout the Roman Empire.

Witness to the End of the Earth (13–28): Beginning with chapter 13, Luke switches the focus of Acts from Peter to Paul. Antioch in Syria gradually replaces Jerusalem as the headquarters of the church, and all three of Paul’s missionary journeys originate from that city. The first journey (A.D. 48–49) concentrates on the Galatian cities of Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. After this journey, a council is held among the apostles and elders of the church in Jerusalem to determine that the Gentile converts need not submit to the Law of Moses. The second missionary journey (A.D. 50–52) brings Paul once again to the Galatian churches, and then for the first time on to Macedonia and Greece. Paul spends much of his time in the cities of Philippi, Thessalonica, and Corinth, and later returns to Jerusalem and Antioch. In his third missionary journey (A.D. 53–57), Paul spends almost three years in the Asian city of Ephesus before visiting Macedonia and Greece for the second time. Although he is warned not to go to Jerusalem, Paul cannot be dissuaded.

It is not long before Paul is falsely accused of bringing Gentiles into the temple. Only the Roman commander’s intervention prevents his being killed by the mob. Paul’s defense before the people and before the Sanhedrin evokes violent reactions. When the commander learns of a conspiracy to assassinate Paul, he sends his prisoner to Felix, the governor in Caesarea. During his two-year imprisonment there (A.D. 57–59), Paul defends the Christian faith before Felix, Festus, and Agrippa. His appeal to Caesar requires a long voyage to Rome, where he is placed under house arrest until his trial.
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CHAPTER 1

Prologue to Acts

1The former account I made, O RTheophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 

2Runtil the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit Rhad given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, 

Appearances of the Resurrected Christ Luke 24:44–49

3Rto whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many Tinfallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.

4RAnd being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which, ” He said, “you have Rheard from Me;

5“for John truly baptized with water, Rbut you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

6Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”

7And He said to them, R“It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.

8R“But you shall receive power Rwhen the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me* in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Ascension of Christ Mark 16:19; Luke 24:50, 51

9Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.

10And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, 

11who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, Rwill so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”

Anticipation of the Spirit—Luke 24:52

12RThen they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey.

13And when they had entered, they went up Rinto the upper room where they were staying: RPeter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and RSimon the Zealot; and Judas the son of James.

14RThese all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, * with Rthe women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with RHis brothers.

Appointment of Matthias—Matt. 27:7, 8

15And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples* (altogether the number Rof names was about a hundred and twenty), and said, 

16“Men and brethren, this Scripture had to be fulfilled, Rwhich the Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of David concerning Judas, Rwho became a guide to those who arrested Jesus;

17“for Rhe was numbered with us and obtained a part in this ministry.”

18R(Now this man purchased a field with Rthe wages of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his entrails gushed out.

19And it became known to all those dwelling in Jerusalem; so that field is called in their own language, Akel Dama, that is, Field of Blood.)

20“For it is written in the Book of Psalms:

‘Let his dwelling place be Tdesolate,

And let no one live in it’;*

and, 

‘Let* another take his office.’*

21“Therefore, of these men who have accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 

22“beginning from the baptism of John to that day when RHe was taken up from us, one of these must Rbecome a witness with us of His resurrection.”

23And they proposed two: Joseph called RBarsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias.

24And they prayed and said, “You, O Lord, Rwho know the hearts of all, show which of these two You have chosen

25“to take part in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.”

26And they cast their lots, and the lot fell on Matthias. And he was numbered with the eleven apostles.




CHAPTER 2

Filling with the Holy Spirit

1When Rthe Day of Pentecost had fully come, Rthey were all with one accord* in one place.

2And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and Rit filled the whole house where they were sitting.

3Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.

4And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

Speaking with Other Tongues

5And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, Rdevout men, from every nation under heaven.

6And when this sound occurred, the Rmultitude came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them speak in his own language.

7Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, “Look, are not all these who speak RGalileans?

8“And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we were born?

9“Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and RCappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 

10“Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 

11“Cretans and TArabs—we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God.”

12So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “Whatever could this mean?”

13Others mocking said, “They are full of new wine.”

Peter Explains Pentecost

14But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words.

15“For these are not drunk, as you suppose, Rsince it is only Tthe third hour of the day.

16“But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

17‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God,

RThat I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh;

Your sons and Ryour daughters shall prophesy,

Your young men shall see visions,

Your old men shall dream dreams.

18And on My menservants and on My maidservants

I will pour out My Spirit in those days;

RAnd they shall prophesy.

19I will show wonders in heaven above

And signs in the earth beneath:

Blood and fire and vapor of smoke.

20RThe sun shall be turned into darkness,

And the moon into blood,

Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD.

21And it shall come to pass

That Rwhoever calls on the name of the LORD

Shall be saved.’*

22“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, Ra Man attested by God to you Rby miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know—

23“Him, Rbeing delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken* by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death;

24“whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it.

25“For David says concerning Him:

‘I foresaw the LORD always before my face,

For He is at my right hand, that I may not be shaken.

26Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad;

Moreover my flesh also will rest in hope.

27For You will not leave my soul in Hades,

Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see Rcorruption.

28You have made known to me the ways of life;

You will make me full of joy in Your presence.’*

29“Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you Rof the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.

30“Therefore, being a prophet, Rand knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, *

31“he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, Rthat His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption.

32R“This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses.

33“Therefore Rbeing exalted to Rthe right hand of God, and Rhaving received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear.

34“For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself:

R‘The LORD said to my Lord,

“Sit at My right hand,

35Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” ’*

36“Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

37Now when they heard this, Rthey were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”

38Then Peter said to them, R“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the Tremission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

39“For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”

40And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this Tperverse generation.”

41Then those who gladly* received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.

Practices of the Early Church

42And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.

43Then fear came upon every soul, and Rmany wonders and signs were done through the apostles.

44Now all who believed were together, and Rhad all things in common, 

45and Tsold their possessions and goods, and RdividedT them among all, as anyone had need.

46RSo continuing daily with one accord Rin the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 

47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church* daily those who were being saved.




CHAPTER 3

Peter Heals the Lame Man

1Now Peter and John went up together Rto the temple at the hour of prayer, Rthe ninth hour.

2And Ra certain man lame from his mother’s womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, Rto ask alms from those who entered the temple;

3who, seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, asked for alms.

4And fixing his eyes on him, with John, Peter said, “Look at us.”

5So he gave them his attention, expecting to receive something from them.

6Then Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: RIn the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.”

7And he took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength.

8So he, Rleaping up, stood and walked and entered the temple with them—walking, leaping, and praising God.

9RAnd all the people saw him walking and praising God.

10Then they knew that it was he who sat begging alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.

11Now as the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the porch which is called Solomon’s, greatly amazed.

Peter’s Second Sermon

12So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people: “Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?

13R“The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go.

14“But you denied Rthe Holy One Rand the Just, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 

15“and killed the TPrince of life, Rwhom God raised from the dead, Rof which we are witnesses.

16“And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.

17“Yet now, brethren, I know that you did it in ignorance, as did also your rulers.

18“But those things which God foretold by the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled.

19R“Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 

20“and that He may send Jesus Christ, Rwho was preached to you before, *

21“whom heaven must receive until the times of Rrestoration of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began.

22“For Moses truly said to the fathers, ‘The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He says to you.

23‘And it shall be thatevery soul who will not hear that Prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the people.’*

24“Yes, and all the prophets, from Samuel and those who follow, as many as have spoken, have also foretold* these days.

25R“You are sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying to Abraham, R‘And in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’*

26“To you Rfirst, God, having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, Rin turning away every one of you from your iniquities.”




CHAPTER 4

Peter and John Are Put into Custody

1Now as they spoke to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees came upon them, 

2being greatly disturbed that they taught the people and preached in Jesus the resurrection from the dead.

3And they laid hands on them, and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening.

4However, many of those who heard the word believed; and the number of the men came to be about five thousand.

Peter Preaches to the Sanhedrin

5And it came to pass, on the next day, that their rulers, elders, and scribes, 

6as well as RAnnas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the family of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem.

7And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, “By what power or by what name have you done this?”

8RThen Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders of Israel:

9“If we this day are judged for a good deed done to a helpless man, by what means he has been made well, 

10“let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole.

11“This is the ‘stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.’*

12“Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

Sanhedrin Commands Peter Not to Preach

13Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, Rand perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.

14And seeing the man who had been healed Rstanding with them, they could say nothing against it.

15But when they had commanded them to go aside out of the council, they conferred among themselves, 

16saying, R“What shall we do to these men? For, indeed, that a Tnotable miracle has been done through them is Revident to all who dwell in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it.

17“But so that it spreads no further among the people, let us severely threaten them, that from now on they speak to no man in this name.”

18RSo they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus.

19But Peter and John answered and said to them, R“Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge.

20R“For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.”

21So when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way of punishing them, Rbecause of the people, since they all Rglorified God for Rwhat had been done.

22For the man was over forty years old on whom this miracle of healing had been performed.

Apostles’ Prayer for Boldness

23And being let go, they went to their own companions and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them.

24So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord and said: “Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them, 

25“who by the mouth of Your servant David* have said:

‘Why did the nations rage,

And the people plot vain things?

26The kings of the earth took their stand,

And the rulers were gathered together

Against the LORD and against His Christ.’*

27“For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together

28“to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done.

29“Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants Rthat with all boldness they may speak Your word, 

30“by stretching out Your hand to heal, Rand that signs and wonders may be done Rthrough the name of RYour holy Servant Jesus.”

31And when they had prayed, Rthe place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, Rand they spoke the word of God with boldness.

Early Church Voluntarily Shares

32Now the multitude of those who believed Rwere of one heart and one soul; Rneither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common.

33And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all.

34Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, 

35Rand laid them at the apostles’ feet; Rand they distributed to each as anyone had need.

36And Joses, * who was also named Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated Son of TEncouragement), a Levite of the country of Cyprus, 

37having land, sold it, and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.




CHAPTER 5

Ananias and Sapphira Lie

1But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession.

2And he kept back part of the proceeds, his wife also being aware of it, and brought a certain part and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

3RBut Peter said, “Ananias, why has RSatan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself?

4“While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.”

5Then Ananias, hearing these words, fell down and breathed his last. So great fear came upon all those who heard these things.

6And the young men arose and wrapped him up, carried him out, and buried him.

7Now it was about three hours later when his wife came in, not knowing what had happened.

8And Peter answered her, “Tell me whether you sold the land for so much?” She said, “Yes, for so much.”

9Then Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed together Rto test the Spirit of the Lord? Look, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out.”

10Then immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. And the young men came in and found her dead, and carrying her out, buried her by her husband.

11So great fear came upon all the church and upon all who heard these things.

Apostles’ Mighty Miracles

12And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. RAnd they were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch.

13Yet none of the rest dared join them, but the people esteemed them highly.

14And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 

15so that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them.

16Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all healed.

Apostles Are Miraculously Freed from Prison

17RThen the high priest rose up, and all those who were with him (which is the sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with Tindignation, 

18and laid their hands on the apostles and put them in the common prison.

19But at night Ran angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 

20“Go, stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this life.”

21And when they heard that, they entered the temple early in the morning and taught. But the high priest and those with him came and called the council together, with all the elders of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought.

22But when the officers came and did not find them in the prison, they returned and reported, 

23saying, “Indeed we found the prison shut securely, and the guards standing outside* before the doors; but when we opened them, we found no one inside!”

24Now when the high priest, * Rthe captain of the temple, and the chief priests heard these things, they wondered what the outcome would be.

25So one came and told them, saying, * “Look, the men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people!”

26Then the captain went with the officers and brought them without violence, Rfor they feared the people, lest they should be stoned.

27And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest asked them, 

28saying, R“Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, Rand intend to bring this Man’s Rblood on us!”

Apostles Preach to the Council

29But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: R“We ought to obey God rather than men.

30R“The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by Rhanging on a tree.

31“Him God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and RSavior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.

32“And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey Him.”

Gamaliel’s Advice

33When they heard this, they were Rfurious and plotted to kill them.

34Then one in the council stood up, a Pharisee named RGamaliel, a teacher of the law held in respect by all the people, and commanded them to put the apostles outside for a little while.

35And he said to them: “Men of Israel, Ttake heed to yourselves what you intend to do regarding these men.

36“For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody. A number of men, about four hundred, Tjoined him. He was slain, and all who obeyed him were scattered and came to nothing.

37“After this man, Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of the census, and drew away many people after him. He also perished, and all who obeyed him were dispersed.

38“And now I say to you, keep away from these men and let them alone; for if this plan or this work is of men, it will come to nothing;

39R“but if it is of God, you cannot overthrow it—lest you even be found Rto fight against God.”

Apostles Are Beaten

40And they agreed with him, and when they had called for the apostles and beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.

41So they departed from the presence of the council, Rrejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His* name.

42And daily Rin the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.




CHAPTER 6

Deacons Are Appointed

1Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, * because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution.

2Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, R“It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables.

3“Therefore, brethren, Rseek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business;

4“but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”

5And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, Ra man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 

6whom they set before the apostles; and Rwhen they had prayed, Rthey laid hands on them.

7Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many Rof the priests were obedient to the faith.

8And Stephen, full of faith* and power, did great Rwonders and signs among the people.

Stephen Is Brought Before the Council

9Then there arose some from what is called the Synagogue of the Freedmen (Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and those from Cilicia and Asia), disputing with Stephen.

10And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke.

11Then they secretly induced men to say, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.”

12And they stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes; and they came upon him, seized him, and brought him to the council.

13They also set up false witnesses who said, “This man does not cease to speak blasphemous* words against this holy place and the law;

14R“for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs which Moses delivered to us.”

15And all who sat in the council, looking steadfastly at him, saw his face as the face of an angel.




CHAPTER 7

Stephen Preaches to the Council

1Then the high priest said, “Are these things so?”

2And he said, “Brethren and fathers, listen: The RGod of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in RHaran, 

3“and said to him, ‘Get out of your country and from your relatives, and come to a land that I will show you.’*

4“Then he came out of the land of the Chaldeans and dwelt in Haran. And from there, when his father was dead, He moved him to this land in which you now dwell.

5“And God gave him no inheritance in it, not even enough to set his foot on. But even when Abraham had no child, RHe promised to give it to him for a possession, and to his descendants after him.

6“But God spoke in this way: that his descendants would dwell in a foreign land, and that they would bring them into bondage and oppress them four hundred years.

7‘And the nation to whom they will be in bondage I will Rjudge, ’* said God, ‘and after that they shall come out and serve Me in this place.’*

8R“Then He gave him the covenant of circumcision; Rand so Abraham begot Isaac and circumcised him on the eighth day; and Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot the twelve patriarchs.

9R“And the patriarchs, becoming envious, Rsold Joseph into Egypt. RBut God was with him

10“and delivered him out of all his troubles, Rand gave him favor and wisdom in the presence of Pharaoh, king of Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and all his house.

11“Now a famine and great Ttrouble came over all the land of Egypt and Canaan, and our fathers found no sustenance.

12“But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers first.

13“And the second time Joseph was made known to his brothers, and Joseph’s family became known to the Pharaoh.

14R“Then Joseph sent and called his father Jacob and Rall his relatives to him, seventy-five* people.

15R“So Jacob went down to Egypt; and he died, he and our fathers.

16“And they were carried back to Shechem and laid in the tomb that Abraham bought for a sum of money from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem.

17“But when the time of the promise drew near which God had sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt

18“till another king Rarose who did not know Joseph.

19“This man dealt treacherously with our people, and oppressed our forefathers, Rmaking them expose their babies, so that they might not live.

20“At this time Moses was born, and was well pleasing to God; and he was brought up in his father’s house for three months.

21“But Rwhen he was set out, RPharaoh’s daughter took him away and brought him up as her own son.

22“And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was Rmighty in words and deeds.

23R“Now when he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren, the children of Israel.

24“And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended and avenged him who was oppressed, and struck down the Egyptian.

25“For he supposed that his brethren would have understood that God would deliver them by his hand, but they did not understand.

26“And the next day he appeared to two of them as they were fighting, and tried to reconcile them, saying, ‘Men, you are brethren; why do you wrong one another?’

27“But he who did his neighbor wrong pushed him away, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge over us?

28‘Do you want to kill me as you did the Egyptian yesterday?’*

29R“Then, at this saying, Moses fled and became a dweller in the land of Midian, where he Rhad two sons.

30R“And when forty years had passed, an Angel of the Lord* appeared to him in a flame of fire in a bush, in the wilderness of Mount Sinai.

31“When Moses saw it, he marveled at the sight; and as he drew near to observe, the voice of the Lord came to him, 

32“saying, ‘I am the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’* And Moses trembled and dared not look.

33‘Then the LORD said to him, “Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground.





34“I have surely Rseen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt; I have heard their groaning and have come down to deliver them. And now come, I will Rsend you to Egypt.” ’*

35“This Moses whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’* is the one God sent to be a ruler and a deliverer Rby the hand of the Angel who appeared to him in the bush.

36R“He brought them out, after he had shown wonders and signs in the land of Egypt, and in the Red Sea, and in the wilderness forty years.

37“This is that Moses who said to the children of Israel, * ‘The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you shall hear.’*

38R“This is he who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the Angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our fathers, Rthe one who received the living oracles to give to us, 

39“whom our fathers Rwould not obey, but rejected. And in their hearts they turned back to Egypt, 

40“saying to Aaron, ‘Make us gods to go before us; as for this Moses who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’*

41R“And they made a calf in those days, offered sacrifices to the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own hands.

42“Then God turned and gave them up to worship Rthe host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the Prophets:

‘Did you offer Me slaughtered animals and sacrifices during forty years in the wilderness,

O house of Israel?

43You also took up the tabernacle of Moloch,

And the star of your god Remphan,

Images which you made to worship;

And RI will carry you away beyond Babylon.’*

44“Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as He appointed, instructing Moses Rto make it according to the pattern that he had seen, 

45R“which our fathers, having received it in turn, also brought with Joshua into the land possessed by the Gentiles, whom God drove out before the face of our fathers until the days of David, 

46R“who found favor before God and Rasked to find a dwelling for the God of Jacob.

47“But Solomon built Him a house.

48“However, Rthe Most High does not dwell in temples made with hands, as the prophet says:

49‘Heaven is My throne,

And earth is My footstool.

What house will you build for Me? says the LORD, 

Or what is the place of My rest?

50Has My hand not Rmade all these things?’*

51“You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you.

52R“Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who foretold the coming of Rthe Just One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers, 

53“who have received the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it.”

54RWhen they heard these things they were Tcut to the heart, and they gnashed at him with their teeth.

55But he, Rbeing full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the Rglory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, 

56and said, “Look! RI see the heavens opened and the RSon of Man standing at the right hand of God!”

57Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran at him with one accord;

58and they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And Rthe witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul.

59And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, “Lord Jesus, Rreceive my spirit.”

60Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, R“Lord, do not charge them with this sin.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.




CHAPTER 8

Saul Persecutes the Church

1Now Saul was consenting to his death. At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and Rthey were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.

2And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and Rmade great lamentation over him.

3As for Saul, Rhe made havoc of the church, entering every house, and dragging off men and women, committing them to prison.

4Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.

Philip Witnesses to the Samaritans

5Then Philip went down to the* city of Samaria and preached Christ to them.

6And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.

7For Runclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed.

8And there was great joy in that city.

9But there was a certain man called Simon, who previously practiced sorcery in the city and astonished the people of Samaria, claiming that he was someone great, 

10to whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man is the great power of God.”

11And they heeded him because he had astonished them with his Tsorceries for a long time.

12But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.

13Then Simon himself also believed; and when he was baptized he continued with Philip, and was amazed, seeing the miracles and signs which were done.

14Now when the Rapostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, 

15who, when they had come down, prayed for them Rthat they might receive the Holy Spirit.

16For Ras yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

17Then Rthey laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

18And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, 

19saying, “Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”

20But Peter said to him, “Your money perish with you, because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased with money!

21“You have neither part nor portion in this matter, for your Rheart is not right in the sight of God.

22“Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you.

23“For I see that you are Rpoisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity.”

24Then Simon answered and said, “Pray to the Lord for me, that none of the things which you have spoken may come upon me.”

25So when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord, they returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans.

Philip Witnesses to the Ethiopian Treasurer

26Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward the south along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is desert.

27So he arose and went. And behold, Ra man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to worship, 

28was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet.

29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this chariot.”

30So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand what you are reading?”

31And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him.

32The place in the Scripture which he read was this:

“He was led as a sheep to the slaughter;

And as a lamb before its shearer is silent,

RSo He opened not His mouth.

33In His humiliation His Rjustice was taken away,

And who will declare His generation?

For His life is taken from the earth.”*

34So the eunuch answered Philip and said, “I ask you, of whom does the prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?”

35Then Philip opened his mouth, Rand beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him.

36Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, “See, here is water. RWhat hinders me from being baptized?”

37Then Philip said, R“If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, R“I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”*

38So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him.

39Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing.

40But Philip was found at Azotus. And passing through, he preached in all the cities till he came to RCaesarea.




CHAPTER 9

Saul Is Converted and Blinded Acts 22:4–11; 26:13–18

1Then RSaul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest

2and asked Rletters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.

3RAs he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from heaven.

4Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, Rwhy are you persecuting Me?”

5And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.* It is hard for you to kick against the goads.”

6So he, trembling and astonished, said, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” Then the Lord said to him, “Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”

7And Rthe men who journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice but seeing no one.

8Then Saul arose from the ground, and when his eyes were opened he saw no one. But they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus.

9And he was three days without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

Saul Is Filled with the Spirit

10Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus Rnamed Ananias; and to him the Lord said in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.”

11So the Lord said to him, “Arise and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus, for behold, he is praying.

12“And in a vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he might receive his sight.”

13Then Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, Rhow much Tharm he has done to Your saints in Jerusalem.

14“And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all Rwho call on Your name.”

15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for Rhe is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before RGentiles, Rkings, and the children of Israel.

16“For I will show him how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake.”

17And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, * who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

18Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized.

19So when he had received food, he was strengthened. RThen Saul spent some days with the disciples at Damascus.

Saul Preaches at Damascus

20Immediately he preached the Christ* in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God.

21Then all who heard were amazed, and said, R“Is this not he who destroyed those who called on this name in Jerusalem, and has come here for that purpose, so that he might bring them bound to the chief priests?”

22But Saul increased all the more in strength, Rand confounded the Jews who dwelt in Damascus, proving that this Jesus is the Christ.

Saul Witnesses in Jerusalem

23Now after many days were past, Rthe Jews plotted to kill him.

24RBut their plot became known to Saul. And they watched the gates day and night, to kill him.

25Then the disciples took him by night and Rlet him down through the wall in a large basket.

26And Rwhen Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, and did not believe that he was a disciple.

27RBut Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. And he declared to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had spoken to him, Rand how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.

28So Rhe was with them at Jerusalem, coming in and going out.

29And he spoke boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus and disputed against the Hellenists, but they attempted to kill him.

30When the brethren found out, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him out to Tarsus.

31RThen the churches* throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied.

Peter Heals Aeneas at Lydda

32Now it came to pass, as Peter went Rthrough all parts of the country, that he also came down to the saints who dwelt in Lydda.

33There he found a certain man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden eight years and was paralyzed.

34And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you. Arise and make your bed.” Then he arose immediately.

35So all who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.

Peter Raises Dorcas at Joppa

36At Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha, which is translated Dorcas. This woman was full Rof good works and charitable deeds which she did.

37But it happened in those days that she became sick and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in an upper room.

38And since Lydda was near Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent two men to him, imploring him not to delay in coming to them.

39Then Peter arose and went with them. When he had come, they brought him to the upper room. And all the widows stood by him weeping, showing the tunics and garments which Dorcas had made while she was with them.

40But Peter Rput them all out, and Rknelt down and prayed. And turning to the body he Rsaid, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up.

41Then he gave her his hand and lifted her up; and when he had called the saints and widows, he presented her alive.

42And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed on the Lord.

43So it was that he stayed many days in Joppa with RSimon, a tanner.




CHAPTER 10

Cornelius Sends for Peter

1There was a certain man in RCaesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the Italian Regiment, 

2Ra devout man and one who Rfeared God with all his household, who gave alms generously to the people, and prayed to God always.

3About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God coming in and saying to him, “Cornelius!”

4And when he observed him, he was afraid, and said, “What is it, lord?” So he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have come up for a memorial before God.

5“Now send men to Joppa, and send for Simon whose surname is Peter.

6“He is lodging with RSimon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea.* RHe will tell you what you must do.”

7And when the angel who spoke to him had departed, Cornelius called two of his household servants and a devout soldier from among those who waited on him continually.

8So when he had explained all these things to them, he sent them to Joppa.

Peter Sees the Great Sheet

9The next day, as they went on their journey and drew near the city, RPeter went up on the housetop to pray, about Tthe sixth hour.

10Then he became very hungry and wanted to eat; but while they made ready, he fell into a trance

11and saw heaven opened and an object like a great sheet bound at the four corners, descending to him and let down to the earth.

12In it were all kinds of four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air.

13And a voice came to him, “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.”

14But Peter said, “Not so, Lord! For I have never eaten anything common or unclean.”

15And a voice spoke to him again the second time, R“What God has cleansed you must not call common.”

16This was done three times. And the object was taken up into heaven again.

17Now while Peter wondered within himself what this vision which he had seen meant, behold, the men who had been sent from Cornelius had made inquiry for Simon’s house, and stood before the gate.

18And they called and asked whether Simon, whose surname was Peter, was lodging there.

19While Peter thought about the vision, Rthe Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are seeking you.

20R“Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting nothing; for I have sent them.”

21Then Peter went down to the men who had been sent to him from Cornelius, * and said, “Yes, I am he whom you seek. For what reason have you come?”

22And they said, “Cornelius the centurion, a just man, one who fears God and Rhas a good reputation among all the nation of the Jews, was divinely instructed by a holy angel to summon you to his house, and to hear words from you.”

Peter Preaches to the Gentiles

23Then he invited them in and lodged them. On the next day Peter went away with them, Rand some brethren from Joppa accompanied him.

24And the following day they entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting for them, and had called together his relatives and close friends.

25As Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him.

26But Peter lifted him up, saying, R“Stand up; I myself am also a man.”

27And as he talked with him, he went in and found many who had come together.

28Then he said to them, “You know how unlawful it is for a Jewish man to keep company with or go to one of another nation. But God has shown me that I should not call any man common or unclean.

29“Therefore I came without objection as soon as I was sent for. I ask, then, for what reason have you sent for me?”

30So Cornelius said, “Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; and at the ninth hour* I prayed in my house, and behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing, 

31“and said, ‘Cornelius, Ryour prayer has been heard, and your alms are remembered in the sight of God.

32‘Send therefore to Joppa and call Simon here, whose surname is Peter. He is lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.* When he comes, he will speak to you.’

33“So I sent to you immediately, and you have done well to come. Now therefore, we are all present before God, to hear all the things commanded you by God.”

34Then Peter opened his mouth and said: R“In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality.

35“But Rin every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is Raccepted by Him.

36“The word which God sent to the children of Israel, Rpreaching peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all—

37“that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, and Rbegan from Galilee after the baptism which John preached:

38“how RGod anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who Rwent about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, Rfor God was with Him.

39“And we are Rwitnesses of all things which He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they* Rkilled by hanging on a tree.

40“Him RGod raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly, 

41R“not to all the people, but to witnesses chosen before by God, even to us Rwho ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead.

42“And RHe commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify Rthat it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead.

43R“To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.”

Gentiles Are Converted and Speak in Tongues

44While Peter was still speaking these words, Rthe Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word.

45RAnd Tthose of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, Rbecause the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also.

46For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God. Then Peter answered, 

47“Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit Rjust as we have?”

48RAnd he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few days.




CHAPTER 11

Peter Defends His Ministry to the Gentiles

1Now the apostles and brethren who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also received the word of God.

2And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, Rthose of the circumcision contended with him, 

3saying, R“You went in to uncircumcised men and ate with them!”

4But Peter explained it to them Rin order from the beginning, saying:

5“I was in the city of Joppa praying; and in a trance I saw a vision, an object descending like a great sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; and it came to me.

6“When I observed it intently and considered, I saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air.

7“And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’

8“But I said, ‘Not so, Lord! For nothing common or unclean has at any time entered my mouth.’

9“But the voice answered me again from heaven, ‘What God has cleansed you must not call common.’

10“Now this was done three times, and all were drawn up again into heaven.

11“At that very moment, three men stood before the house where I was, having been sent to me from Caesarea.

12“Then Rthe Spirit told me to go with them, doubting nothing. Moreover Rthese six brethren accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house.

13R“And he told us how he had seen an angel standing in his house, who said to him, ‘Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon whose surname is Peter, 

14‘who will tell you words by which you and all your household will be saved.’

15“And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, Ras upon us at the beginning.

16“Then I remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, R‘John indeed baptized with water, but Ryou shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’

17R“If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, Rwho was I that I could withstand God?”

18When they heard these things they became silent; and they glorified God, saying, R“Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life.”

The Witness of the Antioch Church

19RNow those who were scattered after the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to no one but the Jews only.

20But some of them were men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had come to Antioch, spoke to Rthe Hellenists, preaching the Lord Jesus.

21And Rthe hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and Rturned to the Lord.

22Then news of these things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch.

23When he came and had seen the grace of God, he was glad, and Rencouraged them all that with purpose of heart they should continue with the Lord.

24For he was a good man, Rfull of the Holy Spirit and of faith. RAnd a great many people were added to the Lord.

25Then Barnabas departed for RTarsus to seek Saul.

26And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

27And in these days Rprophets came from Jerusalem to Antioch.

28Then one of them, named RAgabus, stood up and showed by the Spirit that there was going to be a great famine throughout all the world, which also happened in the days of Claudius Caesar.

29Then the disciples, each according to his ability, determined to send Rrelief to the brethren dwelling in Judea.

30This they also did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.




CHAPTER 12

Herod Kills James

1Now about that time Herod the king stretched out his hand to harass some from the church.

2Then he killed James Rthe brother of John with the sword.

Peter Is Miraculously Released from Prison

3And because he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to seize Peter also. Now it was during Rthe Days of Unleavened Bread.

4So when he had arrested him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four squads of soldiers to keep him, intending to bring him before the people after Passover.

5Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant* prayer was offered to God for him by the church.

6And when Herod was about to bring him out, that night Peter was sleeping, bound with two chains between two soldiers; and the guards before the door were Tkeeping the prison.

7Now behold, Ran angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light shone in the prison; and he struck Peter on the side and raised him up, saying, “Arise quickly!” And his chains fell off his hands.

8Then the angel said to him, “Gird yourself and tie on your sandals”; and so he did. And he said to him, “Put on your garment and follow me.”

9So he went out and followed him, and Rdid not know that what was done by the angel was real, but thought Rhe was seeing a vision.

10When they were past the first and the second guard posts, they came to the iron gate that leads to the city, Rwhich opened to them of its own accord; and they went out and went down one street, and immediately the angel departed from him.

11And when Peter had come to himself, he said, “Now I know for certain that Rthe Lord has sent His angel, and has delivered me from the hand of Herod and from all the expectation of the Jewish people.”

12So, when he had considered this, he came to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose surname was Mark, where many were gathered together praying.

13And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a girl named Rhoda came to answer.

14When she recognized Peter’s voice, because of her gladness she did not open the gate, but ran in and announced that Peter stood before the gate.

15But they said to her, “You are beside yourself!” Yet she kept insisting that it was so. So they said, “It is his angel.”

16Now Peter continued knocking; and when they opened the door and saw him, they were astonished.

17But Rmotioning to them with his hand to keep silent, he declared to them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, “Go, tell these things to James and to the brethren.” And he departed and went to another place.

18Then, as soon as it was day, there was no small Tstir among the soldiers about what had become of Peter.

19But when Herod had searched for him and not found him, he examined the guards and commanded that they should be put to death. And he went down from Judea to Caesarea, and stayed there.

Herod Blasphemes and Dies

20Now Herod had been very angry with the people of RTyre and Sidon; but they came to him with one accord, and having made Blastus the king’s personal aide their friend, they asked for peace, because Rtheir country was supplied with food by the king’s country.

21So on a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat on his throne and gave an oration to them.

22And the people kept shouting, “The voice of a god and not of a man!”

23Then immediately an angel of the Lord Rstruck him, because Rhe did not give glory to God. And he was eaten by worms and Tdied.

24But Rthe word of God grew and multiplied.

25And Barnabas and Saul returned from* Jerusalem when they had fulfilled their ministry, and they also took with them John whose surname was Mark.




CHAPTER 13

Barnabas and Saul Are Sent from Antioch

1Now Rin the church that was at Antioch there were certain prophets and teachers: RBarnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, RLucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.

2As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, R“Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”

3Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away.

Preaching in the Synagogues

4So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to RCyprus.

5And when they arrived in Salamis, Rthey preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews. They also had RJohn as their assistant.

Controversy with Bar-Jesus

6Now when they had gone through the island* to Paphos, they found Ra certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew whose name was Bar-Jesus, 

7who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. This man called for Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God.

8But Elymas the sorcerer (for so his name is translated) withstood them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith.

9Then Saul, who also is called Paul, Rfilled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him

10and said, “O full of all deceit and all fraud, Ryou son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease perverting the straight ways of the Lord?

11“And now, indeed, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you shall be blind, not seeing the sun for a time.” And immediately a dark mist fell on him, and he went around seeking someone to lead him by the hand.

12Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had been done, being astonished at the teaching of the Lord.

13Now when Paul and his party set sail from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia; and RJohn, departing from them, returned to Jerusalem.

Paul Preaches on First Sabbath

14But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and Rwent into the synagogue on the Sabbath day and sat down.

15And Rafter the reading of the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent to them, saying, “Men and brethren, if you have Rany word of exhortation for the people, say on.”

16Then Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said, “Men of Israel, and Ryou who fear God, listen:

17“The God of this people Israel* Rchose our fathers, and exalted the people Rwhen they dwelt as strangers in the land of Egypt, and with an uplifted arm He Rbrought them out of it.

18“Now for a time of about forty years He put up with their ways in the wilderness.

19“And when He had destroyed Rseven nations in the land of Canaan, He distributed their land to them by allotment.

20“After that RHe gave them judges for about four hundred and fifty years, Runtil Samuel the prophet.

21“And afterward they asked for a king; so God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years.

22“And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have found David* the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart,who will do all My will.’*

23R“From this man’s seed, according Rto the promise, God raised up for Israel Ra Savior—Jesus—*

24R“after John had first preached, before His coming, the baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel.

25“And as John was finishing his course, he said, R‘Who do you think I am? I am not He. But behold, Rthere comes One after me, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to loose.’

26“Men and brethren, sons of the Tfamily of Abraham, and Rthose among you who fear God, Rto you the Tword of this salvation has been sent.

27“For those who dwell in Jerusalem, and their rulers, Rbecause they did not know Him, nor even the voices of the Prophets which are read every Sabbath, have fulfilled them in condemning Him.

28R“And though they found no cause for death in Him, they asked Pilate that He should be put to death.

29“Now when they had fulfilled all that was written concerning Him, they took Him down from the tree and laid Him in a tomb.

30“But God raised Him from the dead.

31“He was seen for many days by those who came up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are His witnesses to the people.

32“And we declare to you glad tidings—Rthat promise which was made to the fathers.

33“God has fulfilled this for us their children, in that He has raised up Jesus. As it is also written in the second Psalm:

‘You are My Son,

Today I have begotten You.’*

34“And that He raised Him from the dead, no more to return to Tcorruption, He has spoken thus:

‘I will give you the sure Tmercies of David.’*

35“Therefore He also says in another Psalm:

‘You will not allow Your Holy One to see corruption.’*

36“For David, after he had served This own generation by the will of God, Rfell asleep, was buried with his fathers, and Tsaw corruption;

37“but He whom God raised up Tsaw no corruption.

38“Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through this Man is preached to you the forgiveness of sins;

39“and by Him everyone who believes is justified from all things from which you could not be justified by the law of Moses.

40“Beware therefore, lest what has been spoken in the prophets come upon you:

41‘Behold, you despisers,

Marvel and perish!

For I work a work in your days,

A work which you will by no means believe,

Though one were to declare it to you.’ ”*

42So when the Jews went out of the synagogue, * the Gentiles begged that these words might be preached to them the next Sabbath.

43Now when the congregation had broken up, many of the Jews and devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, Rpersuaded them to continue in Rthe grace of God.

Paul Preaches on Second Sabbath

44On the next Sabbath almost the whole city came together to hear the word of God.

45But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy; and contradicting and blaspheming, they Ropposed the things spoken by Paul.

46Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said, R“It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; but Rsince you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, behold, Rwe turn to the Gentiles.

47“For so the Lord has commanded us:

R‘I have set you as a light to the Gentiles,

That you should be for salvation to the ends of the earth.’ ”*

48Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and glorified the word of the Lord. RAnd as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.

49And the word of the Lord was being spread throughout all the region.

50But the Jews stirred up the devout and prominent women and the chief men of the city, Rraised up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their region.

Ministry at Iconium

51But they shook off the dust from their feet against them, and came to Iconium.

52And the disciples Rwere filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.




CHAPTER 14

1Now it happened in Iconium that they went together to the synagogue of the Jews, and so spoke that a great multitude both of the Jews and of the Greeks believed.

2But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and Tpoisoned their Tminds against the brethren.

3Therefore they stayed there a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord, Rwho was bearing witness to the word of His grace, granting signs and Rwonders to be done by their hands.

4But the multitude of the city was Rdivided: part sided with the Jews, and part with the Rapostles.

5And when a violent attempt was made by both the Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to abuse and stone them, 

A Lame Man Is Healed

6they became aware of it and Rfled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding region.

7And they were preaching the gospel there.

8RAnd in Lystra a certain man without strength in his feet was sitting, a cripple from his mother’s womb, who had never walked.

9This man heard Paul speaking. TPaul, observing him intently and seeing that he had faith to be healed, 

10said with a loud voice, R“Stand up straight on your feet!” And he leaped and walked.

Paul and Barnabas Are Deified

11Now when the people saw what Paul had done, they raised their voices, saying in the Lycaonian language, “The gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!”

12And Barnabas they called TZeus, and Paul, THermes, because he was the chief speaker.

13Then the priest of Zeus, whose temple was in front of their city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates, Rintending to sacrifice with the multitudes.

14But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard this, they tore their clothes and ran in among the multitude, crying out

15and saying, “Men, Rwhy are you doing these things? RWe also are men with the same nature as you, and preach to you that you should turn from Rthese useless things to the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them, 

16“who in bygone generations allowed all nations to walk in their own ways.

17“Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.”

18And with these sayings they could scarcely restrain the multitudes from sacrificing to them.

Paul Is Stoned

19Then Jews from Antioch and Iconium came there; and having persuaded the multitudes, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead.

20However, when the disciples gathered around him, he rose up and went into the city. And the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.

Ministry on the Return Trip

21And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, 

22strengthening the souls of the disciples, Rexhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, “We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.”

23So when they had Rappointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.

24And after they had passed through Pisidia, they came to Pamphylia.

25Now when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia.

Report on the First Missionary Journey

26From there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of God for the work which they had completed.

27Now when they had come and gathered the church together, they reported all that God had done with them, and that He had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.

28So they stayed there a long time with the disciples.




CHAPTER 15

Debate over Gentiles Keeping the Law

1And Rcertain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”

2Therefore, when Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and dispute with them, they determined that RPaul and Barnabas and certain others of them should go up to Jerusalem, to the apostles and elders, about this question.

3So, Rbeing sent on their way by the church, they passed through Phoenicia and Samaria, Rdescribing the conversion of the Gentiles; and they caused great joy to all the brethren.

4And when they had come to Jerusalem, they were received by the church and the apostles and the elders; and they reported all things that God had done with them.

5But some of the sect of the Pharisees who believed rose up, saying, “It is necessary to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.”

Peter Preaches Salvation Through Grace

6Now the apostles and elders came together to consider this matter.

7And when there had been much dispute, Peter rose up and said to them: R“Men and brethren, you know that a good while ago God chose among us, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe.

8“So God, Rwho knows the heart, acknowledged them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He did to us, 

9“and made no distinction between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.

10“Now therefore, why do you test God Rby putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?

11“But Rwe believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ* we shall be saved in the same manner as they.”

Paul and Barnabas Testify

12Then all the multitude kept silent and listened to Barnabas and Paul declaring how many miracles and wonders God had worked through them among the Gentiles.

James Proves Gentiles Are Free from the Law

13And after they had become silent, RJames answered, saying, “Men and brethren, listen to me:

14R“Simon has declared how God at the first visited the Gentiles to take out of them a people for His name.

15“And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is written:

16‘After this I will return

And will rebuild the tabernacle of David, which has fallen down;

I will rebuild its ruins,

And I will set it up;

17So that the rest of mankind may seek the LORD,

Even all the Gentiles who are called by My name,

Says the LORD who does all these things.’*

18“Known to God from eternity are all His works.*

19“Therefore RI judge that we should not trouble those from among the Gentiles who are turning to God, 

20“but that we Rwrite to them to abstain from things polluted by idols, Rfrom sexual immorality, * Rfrom things strangled, and from blood.

21“For Moses has had throughout many generations those who preach him in every city, Rbeing read in the synagogues every Sabbath.”

The Council Sends an Official Letter

22Then it pleased the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, namely, Judas who was also named RBarsabas, * and Silas, leading men among the brethren.

23They wrote this letter by them:

The apostles, the elders, and the brethren, 

To the brethren who are of the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia:

Greetings.

24Since we have heard that Rsome who went out from us have troubled you with words, unsettling your souls, saying, “You must be circumcised and keep the law”*—to whom we gave no such commandment—

25it seemed good to us, being assembled with one Taccord, to send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 

26men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

27We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who will also report the same things by word of mouth.

28For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things:

29that you abstain from things offered to idols, Rfrom blood, from things strangled, and from Rsexual immorality.* If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well.

Farewell.

Report to Antioch

30So when they were sent off, they came to Antioch; and when they had gathered the multitude together, they delivered the letter.

31When they had read it, they rejoiced over its encouragement.

32Now Judas and Silas, themselves being Rprophets also, exhorted and strengthened the brethren with many words.

33And after they had stayed there for a time, they were sent back with greetings from the brethren to the apostles.*

34However, it seemed good to Silas to remain there.*

35RPaul and Barnabas also remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also.

Contention over John Mark

36Then after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us now go back and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the Lord, and see how they are doing.”

37Now Barnabas Twas determined to take with them John called Mark.

38But Paul insisted that they should not take with them Rthe one who had departed from them in Pamphylia, and had not gone with them to the work.

39Then the contention became so sharp that they parted from one another. And so Barnabas took Mark and sailed to Cyprus;

40but Paul chose Silas and departed, Rbeing Tcommended by the brethren to the grace of God.

41And he went through Syria and Cilicia, Rstrengthening the churches.




CHAPTER 16

Derbe and Lystra: Timothy Is Circumcised

1Then he came to RDerbe and Lystra. And behold, a certain disciple was there, Rnamed Timothy, Rthe son of a certain Jewish woman who believed, but his father was Greek.

2He was well spoken of by the brethren who were at Lystra and Iconium.

3Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region, for they all knew that his father was Greek.

4And as they went through the cities, they delivered to them the Rdecrees to keep, Rwhich were determined by the apostles and elders at Jerusalem.

5So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and increased in number daily.

Troas: Macedonian Call

6Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of RGalatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia.

7After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit* did not permit them.

8So passing by Mysia, they Rcame down to Troas.

9And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A Rman of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”

10Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go Rto Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the gospel to them.

Lydia Is Converted

11Therefore, sailing from Troas, we ran a straight course to Samothrace, and the next day came to Neapolis, 

12and from there to RPhilippi, which is the Tforemost city of that part of Macedonia, a colony. And we were staying in that city for some days.

13And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was customarily made; and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there.

14Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple from the city of RThyatira, who worshiped God. RThe Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul.

15And when she and her household were baptized, she begged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” So she persuaded us.

A Spirit of Divination Is Cast Out

16Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling.

17This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, “These men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.”

18And this she did for many days. But Paul, Rgreatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he came out that very hour.

19But Rwhen her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities.

20And they brought them to the magistrates, and said, “These men, being Jews, Rexceedingly trouble our city;

21“and they teach customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or observe.”

22Then the multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates tore off their clothes Rand commanded them to be beaten with rods.

23And when they had laid many stripes on them, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to keep them securely.

24Having received such a charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.

Philippian Jailer Is Converted

25But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.

26RSuddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately Rall the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed.

27And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill himself.

28But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.”

29Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas.

30And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

31So they said, R“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.”

32Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house.

33And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized.

34Now when he had brought them into his house, Rhe set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.

Paul Is Released from Prison

35And when it was day, the magistrates sent the officers, saying, “Let those men go.”

36So the keeper of the prison reported these words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates have sent to let you go. Now therefore depart, and go in peace.”

37But Paul said to them, “They have beaten us openly, uncondemned Romans, and have thrown us into prison. And now do they put us out secretly? No indeed! Let them come themselves and get us out.”

38And the officers told these words to the magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard that they were Romans.

39Then they came and pleaded with them and brought them out, and Rasked them to depart from the city.

40So they went out of the prison Rand entered the house of Lydia; and when they had seen the brethren, they encouraged them and departed.




CHAPTER 17

Thessalonica: “Turned the World Upside Down”

1Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to RThessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews.

2Then Paul, as his custom was, Rwent in to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 

3explaining and demonstrating Rthat the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ.”

4RAnd some of them were persuaded; and a great multitude of the devout Greeks, and not a few of the leading women, joined Paul and RSilas.

5But the Jews who were not persuaded, becoming Renvious, * took some of the evil men from the marketplace, and gathering a mob, set all the city in an uproar and attacked the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people.

6But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers of the city, crying out, R“These who have turned the world upside down have come here too.

7“Jason has harbored them, and these are all acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is another king—Jesus.”

8And they troubled the crowd and the rulers of the city when they heard these things.

9So when they had taken security from Jason and the rest, they let them go.

Berea: Many Receive the Word

10Then Rthe brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews.

11These were more Tfair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and Rsearched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.

12Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few of the Greeks, prominent women as well as men.

13But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word of God was preached by Paul at Berea, they came there also and stirred up the crowds.

14RThen immediately the brethren sent Paul away, to go to the sea; but both Silas and Timothy remained there.

15So those who conducted Paul brought him to Athens; and Rreceiving a command for Silas and Timothy to come to him with all speed, they departed.

Athens: Paul’s Sermon on Mars’ Hill

16Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, Rhis spirit was provoked within him when he saw that the city was Tgiven over to idols.

17Therefore he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with the Gentile worshipers, and in the marketplace daily with those who happened to be there.

18Then* certain Epicurean and Stoic philosophers encountered him. And some said, “What does this babbler want to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign gods, ” because he preached to them RJesus and the resurrection.

19And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new doctrine is of which you speak?

20“For you are bringing some strange things to our ears. Therefore we want to know what these things mean.”

21For all the Athenians and the foreigners who were there spent their time in nothing else but either to tell or to hear some new thing.

22Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very religious;

23“for as I was passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription:

TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.

Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you:

24R“God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is RLord of heaven and earth, Rdoes not dwell in temples made with hands.

25“Nor is He worshiped with men’s hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things.

26“And He has made from one blood* every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and Rthe boundaries of their dwellings, 

27R“so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, Rthough He is not far from each one of us;

28“for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’

29“Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising.

30“Truly, Rthese times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, 

31“because He has appointed a day on which RHe will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by Rraising Him from the dead.”

32And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked, while others said, “We will hear you again on this matter.”

33So Paul departed from among them.

34However, some men joined him and believed, among them Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman named Damaris, and others with them.




CHAPTER 18

Paul Works with Aquila and Priscilla

1After these things Paul departed from Athens and went to Corinth.

2And he found a certain Jew named RAquila, born in Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla (because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to depart from Rome); and he came to them.

3So, because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them Rand worked; for by occupation they were tentmakers.

Jews Reject Paul

4RAnd he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded both Jews and Greeks.

5RWhen Silas and Timothy had come from Macedonia, Paul was Rcompelled by the Spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus is the Christ.

6But when they opposed him and blasphemed, Rhe shook his garments and said to them, R“Your blood be upon your own heads; RI am clean. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”

Crispus, the Gentile, Is Converted

7And he departed from there and entered the house of a certain man named Justus, * one who worshiped God, whose house was next door to the synagogue.

8Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his household. And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and were baptized.

9Now Rthe Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision, “Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent;

10R“for I am with you, and no one will attack you to hurt you; for I have many people in this city.”

11And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.

Gallio Will Not Try Paul

12When Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with one accord rose up against Paul and brought him to the judgment seat, 

13saying, “This fellow persuades men to worship God contrary to the law.”

14And when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a matter of wrongdoing or wicked crimes, O Jews, there would be reason why I should bear with you.

15“But if it is a Rquestion of words and names and your own law, look to it yourselves; for I do not want to be a judge of such matters.”

16And he drove them from the judgment seat.

17Then all the Greeks* took RSosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him before the judgment seat. But Gallio took no notice of these things.

Return Trip to Antioch

18So Paul still remained a good while. Then he took leave of the brethren and sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila were with him. He had his hair cut off at RCenchrea, for he had taken a vow.

19And he came to Ephesus, and left them there; but he himself entered the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews.

20When they asked him to stay a longer time with them, he did not consent, 

21but took leave of them, saying, “I must by all means keep this coming feast in Jerusalem;* but I will return again to you, God willing.” And he sailed from Ephesus.

22And when he had landed at RCaesarea, and Tgone up and greeted the church, he went down to Antioch.

Galatia and Phrygia: Strengthening the Disciples

23After he had spent some time there, he departed and went over the region of RGalatia and Phrygia Tin order, Rstrengthening all the disciples.

Apollos Teaches Effectively

24Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus.

25This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being Rfervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things of the Lord, Rthough he knew only the baptism of John.

26So he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.

27And when he desired to cross to Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him; and when he arrived, Rhe greatly helped those who had believed through grace;

28for he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly, Rshowing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.




CHAPTER 19

Disciples of John Receive the Holy Spirit

1And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through Rthe upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples

2he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” So they said to him, R“We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.”

3And he said to them, “Into what then were you baptized?” So they said, R“Into John’s baptism.”

4Then Paul said, R“John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.”

5When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

6And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied.

7Now the men were about twelve in all.

Paul Teaches in Tyrannus’s School

8RAnd he went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading Rconcerning the things of the kingdom of God.

9But Rwhen some were hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil Rof the Way before the multitude, he departed from them and withdrew the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus.

10And this continued for two years, so that all who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.

Miracles Are Performed at Ephesus

11Now RGod worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, 

12Rso that even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them.

13Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to call the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “We* exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches.”

14Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so.

15And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?”

16Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered* them, and prevailed against them, * so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.

17This became known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and Rfear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.

18And many who had believed came Rconfessing and telling their deeds.

19Also, many of those who had practiced magic brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted up the value of them, and it totaled fifty thousand pieces of silver.

20RSo the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed.

Timothy and Erastus Are Sent to Macedonia

21RWhen these things were accomplished, Paul purposed in the Spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been there, I must also see Rome.”

22So he sent into Macedonia two of those who ministered to him, Timothy and Erastus, but he himself stayed in Asia for a time.

Demetrius Causes Uproar at Ephesus

23And Rabout that time there arose a great commotion about the Way.

24For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Diana, * brought Rno small profit to the craftsmen.

25He called them together with the workers of similar occupation, and said: “Men, you know that we have our prosperity by this trade.

26“Moreover you see and hear that not only at Ephesus, but throughout almost all Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned away many people, saying that they are not gods which are made with hands.

27“So not only is this trade of ours in danger of falling into disrepute, but also the temple of the great goddess Diana may be despised and her magnificence destroyed, * whom all Asia and the world worship.”

28Now when they heard this, they were full of wrath and cried out, saying, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians!”

29So the whole city was filled with confusion, and rushed into the theater with one accord, having seized RGaius and RAristarchus, Macedonians, Paul’s travel companions.

30And when Paul wanted to go in to the people, the disciples would not allow him.

31Then some of the officials of Asia, who were his friends, sent to him pleading that he would not venture into the theater.

32Some therefore cried one thing and some another, for the assembly was confused, and most of them did not know why they had come together.

33And they drew Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews putting him forward. And RAlexander Rmotioned with his hand, and wanted to make his defense to the people.

34But when they found out that he was a Jew, all with one voice cried out for about two hours, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians!”

35And when the city clerk had quieted the crowd, he said: “Men of Ephesus, what man is there who does not know that the city of the Ephesians is temple guardian of the great goddess TDiana, and of the image which fell down from Zeus?

36“Therefore, since these things cannot be denied, you ought to be quiet and do nothing rashly.

37“For you have brought these men here who are neither robbers of temples nor blasphemers of your* goddess.

38“Therefore, if Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen have a case against anyone, the courts are open and there are proconsuls. Let them bring charges against one another.

39“But if you have any other inquiry to make, it shall be determined in the lawful assembly.

40“For we are in danger of being called in question for today’s uproar, there being no reason which we may give to account for this disorderly gathering.”

41And when he had said these things, he dismissed the assembly.




CHAPTER 20

Macedonia: Three Months of Ministry

1After the uproar had ceased, Paul called the disciples to himself, embraced them, and departed to go to Macedonia.

2Now when he had gone over that region and encouraged them with many words, he came to RGreece

3and stayed three months. And Rwhen the Jews plotted against him as he was about to sail to Syria, he decided to return through Macedonia.

4And Sopater of Berea accompanied him to Asia—also RAristarchus and Secundus of the Thessalonians, and RGaius of Derbe, and RTimothy, and RTychicus and Trophimus of Asia.

5These men, going ahead, waited for us at RTroas.

Troas: Eutychus Falls from Loft

6But we sailed away from Philippi after Rthe Days of Unleavened Bread, and in five days joined them Rat Troas, where we stayed seven days.

7Now on Rthe first day of the week, when the disciples came together Rto break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight.

8There were many lamps in the upper room where they* were gathered together.

9And in a window sat a certain young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep. He was overcome by sleep; and as Paul continued speaking, he fell down from the third story and was taken up dead.

10But Paul went down, Rfell on him, and embracing him said, “Do not trouble yourselves, for his life is in him.”

11Now when he had come up, had broken bread and eaten, and talked a long while, even till daybreak, he departed.

12And they brought the young man in alive, and they were not a little comforted.

Miletus: Paul Bids Farewell to Ephesian Elders

13Then we went ahead to the ship and sailed to Assos, there intending to take Paul on board; for so he had Tgiven orders, intending himself to go on foot.

14And when he met us at Assos, we took him on board and came to Mitylene.

15We sailed from there, and the next day came opposite Chios. The following day we arrived at Samos and stayed at Trogyllium. The next day we came to Miletus.

16For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he would not have to spend time in Asia; for Rhe was hurrying Rto be at Jerusalem, if possible, on Rthe Day of Pentecost.

17From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the church.

18And when they had come to him, he said to them: “You know, Rfrom the first day that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you, 

19“serving the Lord with all humility, with many tears and trials which happened to me Rby the plotting of the Jews;

20“how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from house to house, 

21“testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, Rrepentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

22“And see, now RI go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will happen to me there, 

23“except that Rthe Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me.

24“But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, * Rso that I may finish my race with joy, Rand the ministry Rwhich I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.

25“And indeed, now I know that you all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, will see my face no more.

26“Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men.

27“For I have not shunned to declare to you Rthe whole counsel of God.

28R“Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit Rhas made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God* which He purchased with His own blood.

29“For I know this, that after my departure Rsavage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.

30“Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.

31“Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.

32“So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

33“I have coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel.

34“Yes, * you yourselves know Rthat these hands have provided for my necessities, and for those who were with me.

35“I have shown you in every way, Rby laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ”

36And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all.

37Then they all wept freely, and Rfell on Paul’s neck and kissed him, 

38sorrowing most of all for the words which he spoke, that they would see his face no more. And they accompanied him to the ship.




CHAPTER 21

Tyre: Paul Is Warned About Jerusalem

1Now it came to pass, that when we had departed from them and set sail, running a straight course we came to Cos, the following day to Rhodes, and from there to Patara.

2And finding a ship sailing over to Phoenicia, we went aboard and set sail.

3When we had sighted Cyprus, we passed it on the left, sailed to Syria, and landed at Tyre; for there the ship was to unload her cargo.

4And finding disciples, * we stayed there seven days. They told Paul through the Spirit not to go up to Jerusalem.

5When we had come to the end of those days, we departed and went on our way; and they all accompanied us, with wives and children, till we were out of the city. And we knelt down on the shore and prayed.

6When we had taken our leave of one another, we boarded the ship, and they returned Rhome.

Caesarea: Agabus’s Prediction

7And when we had finished our voyage from Tyre, we came to Ptolemais, greeted the brethren, and stayed with them one day.

8On the next day we who were Paul’s companions* departed and came to Caesarea, and entered the house of Philip Rthe evangelist, Rwho was one of the seven, and stayed with him.

9Now this man had four virgin daughters Rwho prophesied.

10And as we stayed many days, a certain prophet named RAgabus came down from Judea.

11When he had come to us, he took Paul’s belt, bound his own hands and feet, and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, R‘So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who owns this belt, and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.’ ”

12Now when we heard these things, both we and those from that place pleaded with him not to go up to Jerusalem.

13Then Paul answered, R“What do you mean by weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”

14So when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying, R“The will of the Lord be done.”

15And after those days we Tpacked and went up to Jerusalem.

16Also some of the disciples from Caesarea went with us and brought with them a certain Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we were to lodge.

Paul Conforms to Jewish Customs

17RAnd when we had come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly.

18On the following day Paul went in with us to RJames, and all the elders were present.

19When he had greeted them, he told in detail those things which God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry.

20And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord. And they said to him, “You see, brother, how many myriads of Jews there are who have believed, and they are all Rzealous for the law;

21“but they have been informed about you that you teach all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children nor to walk according to the customs.

22“What then? The assembly must certainly meet, for they will* hear that you have come.

23“Therefore do what we tell you: We have four men who have taken a vow.

24“Take them and be purified with them, and pay their expenses so that they may Rshave their heads, and that all may know that those things of which they were informed concerning you are nothing, but that you yourself also walk orderly and keep the law.

25“But concerning the Gentiles who believe, Rwe have written and decided that they should observe no such thing, except* that they should keep themselves from things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and from Tsexual immorality.”

26Then Paul took the men, and the next day, having been purified with them, Rentered the temple Rto announce the Texpiration of the days of purification, at which time an offering should be made for each one of them.

Paul’s Arrest

27Now when the seven days were almost ended, Rthe Jews from Asia, seeing him in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands on him, 

28crying out, “Men of Israel, help! This is the man Rwho teaches all men everywhere against the people, the law, and this place; and furthermore he also brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place.”

29(For they had previously* seen RTroph-imus the Ephesian with him in the city, whom they supposed that Paul had brought into the temple.) 

30And Rall the city was disturbed; and the people ran together, seized Paul, and dragged him out of the temple; and immediately the doors were shut.

31Now as they were seeking to kill him, news came to the commander of the garrison that all Jerusalem was in an uproar.

32RHe immediately took soldiers and centurions, and ran down to them. And when they saw the commander and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul.

33Then the Rcommander came near and took him, and Rcommanded him to be bound with two chains; and he asked who he was and what he had done.

34And some among the multitude cried one thing and some another. So when he could not ascertain the truth because of the tumult, he commanded him to be taken into the barracks.

35When he reached the stairs, he had to be carried by the soldiers because of the violence of the mob.

36For the multitude of the people followed after, crying out, “Away with him!”

37Then as Paul was about to be led into the barracks, he said to the commander, “May I speak to you?” He replied, “Can you speak Greek?

38R“Are you not the Egyptian who some time ago stirred up a rebellion and led the four thousand assassins out into the wilderness?”

39But Paul said, R“I am a Jew from Tarsus, in Cilicia, a citizen of no Tmean city; and I implore you, permit me to speak to the people.”

Paul’s Defense Before the Crowd Acts 9:1–8, 17, 18; 26:13–18

40So when he had given him permission, Paul stood on the stairs and Rmotioned with his hand to the people. And when there was a great silence, he spoke to them in the RHebrew language, saying, 




CHAPTER 22

1“BrethrenR and fathers, hear my defense before you now.”

2And when they heard that he spoke to them in the RHebrew language, they kept all the more silent. Then he said:

3“I am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, taught according to the strictness of our fathers’ law, and was zealous toward God as you all are today.

4R“I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and women, 

5“as also the high priest bears me witness, and Rall the council of the elders, Rfrom whom I also received letters to the brethren, and went to Damascus to bring in chains even those who were there to Jerusalem to be punished.

6“Now Rit happened, as I journeyed and came near Damascus at about noon, suddenly a great light from heaven shone around me.

7“And I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’

8“So I answered, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.’

9“And those who were with me indeed saw the light and were afraid, * but they did not hear the voice of Him who spoke to me.

10“So I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord said to me, ‘Arise and go into Damascus, and there you will be told all things which are appointed for you to do.’

11“And since I could not see for the glory of that light, being led by the hand of those who were with me, I came into Damascus.

12“Then a certain Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good testimony with all the Jews who dwelt there, 

13“came to me; and he stood and said to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight.’ And at that same hour I looked up at him.

14“Then he said, R‘The God of our fathers Rhas chosen you that you should know His will, and see the Just One, and hear the voice of His mouth.

15‘For you will be His witness to all men of what you have seen and heard.

16‘And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’

17“Now Rit happened, when I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, that I was in a trance

18“and Rsaw Him saying to me, R‘Make haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, for they will not receive your testimony concerning Me.’

19“So I said, ‘Lord, Rthey know that in every synagogue I imprisoned and beat those who believe on You.

20‘And when the blood of Your martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by consenting to his death, * and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.’

21“Then He said to me, ‘Depart, for I will send you far from here to the Gentiles.’ ”

22And they listened to him until this word, and then they raised their voices and said, R“Away with such a fellow from the earth, for Rhe is not fit to live!”

23Then, as they cried out and tore off their clothes and threw dust into the air, 

Paul’s Defense Before the Centurion

24the commander ordered him to be brought into the barracks, and said that he should be examined under scourging, so that he might know why they shouted so against him.

25And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said to the centurion who stood by, R“Is it lawful for you to scourge a man who is a Roman, and uncondemned?”

26When the centurion heard that, he went and told the commander, saying, “Take care what you do, for this man is a Roman.”

27Then the commander came and said to him, “Tell me, are you a Roman?” He said, “Yes.”

28The commander answered, “With a large sum I obtained this citizenship.” And Paul said, “But I was born a citizen.”

29Then immediately those who were about to examine him withdrew from him; and the commander was also afraid after he found out that he was a Roman, and because he had bound him.

Paul’s Defense Before the Sanhedrin

30The next day, because he wanted to know for certain why he was accused by the Jews, he released him from his bonds, and commanded the chief priests and all their council to appear, and brought Paul down and set him before them.




CHAPTER 23

1Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said, “Men and brethren, RI have lived in all good conscience before God until this day.”

2And the high priest Ananias commanded those who stood by him Rto strike him on the mouth.

3Then Paul said to him, “God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! For you sit to judge me according to the law, and Rdo you command me to be struck contrary to the law?”

4And those who stood by said, “Do you revile God’s high priest?”

5Then Paul said, R“I did not know, brethren, that he was the high priest; for it is written, ‘You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.’ ”*

6But when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Men and brethren, RI am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee; Rconcerning the hope and resurrection of the dead I am being judged!”

7And when he had said this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees and the Sadducees; and the assembly was divided.

8RFor Sadducees say that there is no resurrection—and no angel or spirit; but the Pharisees confess both.

9Then there arose a loud outcry. And the scribes of the Pharisees’ party arose and protested, saying, “We find no evil in this man; but if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him, let us not fight against God.”*

10Now when there arose a great dissension, the commander, fearing lest Paul might be pulled to pieces by them, commanded the soldiers to go down and take him by force from among them, and bring him into the barracks.

11But the following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Be of good cheer, Paul; for as you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so you must also bear witness at Rome.”

Jews’ Plan to Kill Paul

12And when it was day, some of the Jews banded together and bound themselves under an oath, saying that they would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul.

13Now there were more than forty who had formed this conspiracy.

14They came to the chief priests and Relders, and said, “We have bound ourselves under a great oath that we will eat nothing until we have killed Paul.

15“Now you, therefore, together with the council, suggest to the commander that he be brought down to you tomorrow, * as though you were going to make further inquiries concerning him; but we are ready to kill him before he comes near.”

16So when Paul’s sister’s son heard of their ambush, he went and entered the barracks and told Paul.

17Then Paul called one of the centurions to him and said, “Take this young man to the commander, for he has something to tell him.”

18So he took him and brought him to the commander and said, “Paul the prisoner called me to him and asked me to bring this young man to you. He has something to say to you.”

19Then the commander took him by the hand, went aside, and asked privately, “What is it that you have to tell me?”

20And he said, R“The Jews have agreed to ask that you bring Paul down to the council tomorrow, as though they were going to inquire more fully about him.

21“But do not yield to them, for more than forty of them lie in wait for him, men who have bound themselves by an oath that they will neither eat nor drink till they have killed him; and now they are ready, waiting for the promise from you.”

22So the commander let the young man depart, and commanded him, “Tell no one that you have revealed these things to me.”

Paul’s Rescue

23And he called for two centurions, saying, “Prepare two hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen, and two hundred spearmen to go to Caesarea at the third hour of the night;

24“and provide mounts to set Paul on, and bring him safely to Felix the governor.”

25He wrote a letter in the following manner:

26Claudius Lysias, 

To the most excellent governor Felix:

Greetings.

27This man was seized by the Jews and was about to be killed by them. Coming with the troops I rescued him, having learned that he was a Roman.

28RAnd when I wanted to know the reason they accused him, I brought him before their council.

29I found out that he was accused concerning questions of their law, but had nothing charged against him deserving of death or chains.

30And when it was told me that the Jews lay in wait for the man, * I sent him immediately to you, and also commanded his accusers to state before you the charges against him.

Farewell.

31Then the soldiers, as they were commanded, took Paul and brought him by night to Antipatris.

32The next day they left the horsemen to go on with him, and returned to the barracks.

33When they came to RCaesarea and had delivered the letter to the governor, they also presented Paul to him.

Paul Is Tried Before Felix

34And when the governor had read it, he asked what province he was from. And when he understood that he was from Cilicia, 

35he said, “I will hear you when your accusers also have come.” And he commanded him to be kept in Herod’s Praetorium.




CHAPTER 24

1Now after five days Ananias the high priest came down with the elders and a certain orator named Tertullus. These gave evidence to the governor against Paul.

2And when he was called upon, Tertullus began his accusation, saying: “Seeing that through you we enjoy great peace, and Tprosperity is being brought to this nation by your foresight, 

3“we accept it always and in all places, most noble Felix, with all thankfulness.

4“Nevertheless, not to be tedious to you any further, I beg you to hear, by your Tcourtesy, a few words from us.

5R“For we have found this man a plague, a creator of dissension among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes.

6R“He even tried to profane the temple, and we seized him, * and wanted to judge him according to our law.

7R“But the commander Lysias came by and with great violence took him out of our hands, 

8R“commanding his accusers to come to you. By examining him yourself you may ascertain all these things of which we accuse him.”

9And the Jews also assented, * maintaining that these things were so.

10Then Paul, after the governor had nodded to him to speak, answered: “Inasmuch as I know that you have been for many years a judge of this nation, I do the more cheerfully answer for myself, 

11“because you may ascertain that it is no more than twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem Rto worship.

12R“And they neither found me in the temple disputing with anyone nor inciting the crowd, either in the synagogues or in the city.

13“Nor can they prove the things of which they now accuse me.

14“But this I confess to you, that according to Rthe Way which they call a sect, so I worship the RGod of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the Law and in the Prophets.

15R“I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, Rthat there will be a resurrection of the dead, * both of the just and the unjust.

16R“This being so, I myself always strive to have a conscience without offense toward God and men.

17“Now after many years I came to bring alms and offerings to my nation, 

18“in the midst of which some Jews from Asia found me purified in the temple, neither with a mob nor with tumult.

19R“They ought to have been here before you to object if they had anything against me.

20“Or else let those who are here themselves say if they found any wrongdoing* in me while I stood before the council, 

21“unless it is for this one statement which I cried out, standing among them, ‘Concerning the resurrection of the dead I am being judged by you this day.’ ”

22But when Felix heard these things, having more accurate knowledge of the RWay, he adjourned the proceedings and said, “When Lysias the commander comes down, I will make a decision on your case.”

23So he commanded the centurion to keep Paul and to let him have liberty, and Rtold him not to forbid any of his friends to provide for or visit him.

24And after some days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, he sent for Paul and heard him concerning the Rfaith in Christ.

25Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and answered, “Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I will call for you.”

26Meanwhile he also hoped that Rmoney would be given him by Paul, that he might release him.* Therefore he sent for him more often and conversed with him.

27But after two years Porcius Festus succeeded Felix; and Felix, Rwanting to do the Jews a favor, left Paul bound.




CHAPTER 25

Paul Is Tried Before Festus

1Now when Festus had come to the province, after three days he went up from RCaesarea to Jerusalem.

2RThen the high priest* and the chief men of the Jews informed him against Paul; and they petitioned him, 

3asking a favor against him, that he would summon him to Jerusalem—Rwhile they lay in ambush along the road to kill him.

4But Festus answered that Paul should be kept at Caesarea, and that he himself was going there shortly.

5“Therefore, ” he said, “let those who have authority among you go down with me and accuse this man, to see Rif there is any fault in him.”

6And when he had remained among them more than ten days, he went down to Caesarea. And the next day, sitting on the judgment seat, he commanded Paul to be brought.

7When he had come, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood about and laid many serious complaints against Paul, which they could not prove, 

8while he answered for himself, R“Neither against the law of the Jews, nor against the temple, nor against Caesar have I offended in anything at all.”

9But Festus, wanting to do the Jews a favor, answered Paul and said, “Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and there be judged before me concerning these things?”

10So Paul said, “I stand at Caesar’s judgment seat, where I ought to be judged. To the Jews I have done no wrong, as you very well know.

11R“For if I am an offender, or have committed anything deserving of death, I do not object to dying; but if there is nothing in these things of which these men accuse me, no one can deliver me to them. I appeal to Caesar.”

12Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered, “You have appealed to Caesar? To Caesar you shall go!”

13And after some days King Agrippa and Bernice came to Caesarea to greet Festus.

14When they had been there many days, Festus laid Paul’s case before the king, saying: R“There is a certain man left a prisoner by Felix, 

15R“about whom the chief priests and the elders of the Jews informed me, when I was in Jerusalem, asking for a judgment against him.

16R“To them I answered, ‘It is not the custom of the Romans to deliver any man to destruction* before the accused meets the accusers face to face, and has opportunity to answer for himself concerning the charge against him.’

17“Therefore when they had come together, Rwithout any delay, the next day I sat on the judgment seat and commanded the man to be brought in.

18“When the accusers stood up, they brought no accusation against him of such things as I Tsupposed, 

19R“but had some questions against him about their own religion and about a certain Jesus, who had died, whom Paul affirmed to be alive.

20“And because I was uncertain of such questions, I asked whether he was willing to go to Jerusalem and there be judged concerning these matters.

21“But when Paul Rappealed to be reserved for the decision of Augustus, I commanded him to be kept till I could send him to Caesar.”

22Then Agrippa said to Festus, “I also would like to hear the man myself.” “Tomorrow, ” he said, “you shall hear him.”

Paul Is Tried Before Agrippa

23So the next day, when Agrippa and Bernice had come with great pomp, and had entered the auditorium with the commanders and the prominent men of the city, at Festus’ command Paul was brought in.

24And Festus said: “King Agrippa and all the men who are here present with us, you see this man about whom Rthe whole assembly of the Jews petitioned me, both at Jerusalem and here, crying out that he was Rnot fit to live any longer.

25“But when I found that Rhe had committed nothing deserving of death, Rand that he himself had appealed to Augustus, I decided to send him.

26“I have nothing certain to write to my lord concerning him. Therefore I have brought him out before you, and especially before you, King Agrippa, so that after the examination has taken place I may have something to write.





27“For it seems to me unreasonable to send a prisoner and not to specify the charges against him.”




CHAPTER 26

1Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You are permitted to speak for yourself.” So Paul stretched out his hand and answered for himself:

2“I think myself Rhappy, King Agrippa, because today I shall answer for myself before you concerning all the things of which I am accused by the Jews, 

3“especially because you are expert in all customs and questions which have to do with the Jews. Therefore I beg you to hear me patiently.

4“My manner of life from my youth, which was spent from the beginning among my own nation at Jerusalem, all the Jews know.

5“They knew me from the first, if they were willing to testify, that according to Rthe strictest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee.

6R“And now I stand and am judged for the hope of Rthe promise made by God to our fathers.

7“To this promise Rour twelve tribes, earnestly serving God night and day, hope to attain. For this hope’s sake, King Agrippa, I am accused by the Jews.

8“Why should it be thought incredible by you that God raises the dead?

9R“Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name of RJesus of Nazareth.

10R“This I also did in Jerusalem, and many of the saints I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them.

11R“And I punished them often in every synagogue and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly enraged against them, I persecuted them even to foreign cities.

12R“While thus occupied, as I journeyed to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, 

13“at midday, O king, along the road I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining around me and those who journeyed with me.

14“And when we all had fallen to the ground, I heard a voice speaking to me and saying in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’

15“So I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.

16‘But rise and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both of the things which you have seen and of the things which I will yet reveal to you.

17‘I will Tdeliver you from the Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, Rto whom I now* send you, 

18R‘to open their eyes, in order Rto turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, Rthat they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.’

19“Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 

20“but declared first to those in Damascus and in Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent, turn to God, and do works befitting repentance.

21“For these reasons the Jews seized me in the temple and tried to kill me.

22“Therefore, having obtained help from God, to this day I stand, witnessing both to small and great, saying no other things than those Rwhich the prophets and RMoses said would come—

23R“that the Christ would suffer, that He would be the first to rise from the dead, and Rwould proclaim light to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles.”

24Now as he thus made his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul, Ryou are beside yourself! Much learning is driving you mad!”

25But he said, “I am not Tmad, most noble Festus, but speak the words of truth and reason.

26“For the king, before whom I also speak freely, Rknows these things; for I am convinced that none of these things escapes his attention, since this thing was not done in a corner.

27“King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you do believe.”

28Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You almost persuade me to become a Christian.”

29And Paul said, “I would to God that not only you, but also all who hear me today, might become both almost and altogether such as I am, except for these chains.”

30When he had said these things, the king stood up, as well as the governor and Bernice and those who sat with them;

31and when they had gone aside, they talked among themselves, saying, R“This man is doing nothing deserving of death or chains.”

32Then Agrippa said to Festus, “This man might have been set Rfree Rif he had not appealed to Caesar.”




CHAPTER 27

Paul’s Witness During the Shipwreck

1And when it was decided that we should sail to Italy, they delivered Paul and some other prisoners to one named Julius, a centurion of the Augustan Regiment.

2So, entering a ship of Adramyttium, we put to sea, meaning to sail along the coasts of Asia. RAristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, was with us.

3And the next day we landed at Sidon. And Julius Rtreated Paul kindly and gave him liberty to go to his friends and receive care.

4When we had put to sea from there, we sailed under the shelter of Cyprus, because the winds were contrary.

5And when we had sailed over the sea which is off Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra, a city of Lycia.

6There the centurion found Ran Alexandrian ship sailing to Italy, and he put us on board.

7When we had sailed slowly many days, and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus, the wind not permitting us to proceed, we sailed under the shelter of Crete off Salmone.

8Passing it with difficulty, we came to a place called Fair Havens, near the city of Lasea.

9Now when much time had been spent, and sailing was now dangerous Rbecause the Fast was already over, Paul advised them, 

10saying, “Men, I perceive that this voyage will end with disaster and much loss, not only of the cargo and ship, but also our lives.”

11Nevertheless the centurion was more persuaded by the helmsman and the owner of the ship than by the things spoken by Paul.

12And because the harbor was not suitable to winter in, the majority advised to set sail from there also, if by any means they could reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete opening toward the southwest and northwest, and winter there.

13When the south wind blew softly, supposing that they had obtained their desire, putting out to sea, they sailed close by Crete.

14But not long after, a tempestuous head wind arose, called Euroclydon.*

15So when the ship was caught, and could not head into the wind, we let her drive.

16And running under the shelter of an island called Clauda, * we secured the skiff with difficulty.

17When they had taken it on board, they used cables to undergird the ship; and fearing lest they should run aground on the Syrtis* Sands, they struck sail and so were driven.

18And because we were exceedingly tempest-tossed, the next day they lightened the ship.

19On the third day we threw the ship’s tackle overboard with our own hands.

20Now when neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest beat on us, all hope that we would be saved was finally given up.

21But after long abstinence from food, then Paul stood in the midst of them and said, “Men, you should have listened to me, and not have sailed from Crete and incurred this disaster and loss.

22“And now I urge you to take Theart, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship.

23R“For there stood by me this night an angel of the God to whom I belong and Rwhom I serve, 

24“saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must be brought before Caesar; and indeed God has granted you all those who sail with you.’

25“Therefore take heart, men, for I believe God that it will be just as it was told me.

26“However, Rwe must run aground on a certain island.”

27Now when the fourteenth night had come, as we were driven up and down in the Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors sensed that they were drawing near some land.

28And they took soundings and found it to be twenty fathoms; and when they had gone a little farther, they took soundings again and found it to be fifteen fathoms.

29Then, fearing lest we should run aground on the rocks, they dropped four anchors from the stern, and Tprayed for day to come.

30And as the sailors were seeking to escape from the ship, when they had let down the skiff into the sea, under pretense of putting out anchors from the prow, 

31Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved.”

32Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the skiff and let it fall off.

33And as day was about to dawn, Paul implored them all to take food, saying, “Today is the fourteenth day you have waited and continued without food, and eaten nothing.

34“Therefore I urge you to take nourishment, for this is for your survival, since not a hair will fall from the head of any of you.”

35And when he had said these things, he took bread and Rgave thanks to God in the presence of them all; and when he had broken it he began to eat.

36Then they were all encouraged, and also took food themselves.

37And in all we were two hundred and seventy-six Rpersons on the ship.

38So when they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship and threw out the wheat into the sea.

39When it was day, they did not recognize the land; but they observed a bay with a beach, onto which they planned to run the ship if possible.

40And they Tlet go the anchors and left them in the sea, meanwhile loosing the rudder ropes; and they hoisted the mainsail to the wind and made for shore.

41But striking Ta place where two seas met, Rthey ran the ship aground; and the prow stuck fast and remained immovable, but the stern was being broken up by the violence of the waves.

42And the soldiers’ plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim away and escape.

43But the centurion, wanting to save Paul, kept them from their purpose, and commanded that those who could swim should jump overboard first and get to land, 

44and the rest, some on boards and some on parts of the ship. And so it was Rthat they all escaped safely to land.




CHAPTER 28

Paul’s Witness on Malta

1Now when they had escaped, they then found out that Rthe island was called Malta.

2And the Rnatives showed us unusual kindness; for they kindled a fire and made us all welcome, because of the rain that was falling and because of the cold.

3But when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire, a viper came out because of the heat, and fastened on his hand.

4So when the natives saw the creature hanging from his hand, they said to one another, “No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he has escaped the sea, yet justice does not allow to live.”

5But he shook off the creature into the fire and Rsuffered no harm.

6However, they were expecting that he would swell up or suddenly fall down dead. But after they had looked for a long time and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds and said that he was a god.

7In that region there was an estate of the leading citizen of the island, whose name was Publius, who received us and entertained us courteously for three days.

8And it happened that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and dysentery. Paul went in to him and prayed, and Rhe laid his hands on him and healed him.

9So when this was done, the rest of those on the island who had diseases also came and were healed.

10They also honored us in many Rways; and when we departed, they provided such things as were necessary.

11After three months we sailed in Ran Alexandrian ship whose figurehead was the Twin Brothers, which had wintered at the island.

12And landing at Syracuse, we stayed three days.

13From there we circled round and reached Rhegium. And after one day the south wind blew; and the next day we came to Puteoli, 

14where we found Rbrethren, and were invited to stay with them seven days. And so we went toward Rome.

15And from there, when the brethren heard about us, they came to meet us as far as Appii Forum and Three Inns. When Paul saw them, he thanked God and took courage.

Paul’s Witness in Rome

16Now when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard; but RPaul was permitted to dwell by himself with the soldier who guarded him.

17And it came to pass after three days that Paul called the leaders of the Jews together. So when they had come together, he said to them: “Men and brethren, Rthough I have done nothing against our people or the customs of our fathers, yet I was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans, 

18“who, Rwhen they had examined me, wanted to let me go, because there was no cause for putting me to death.

19“But when the Jews* spoke against it, RI was compelled to appeal to Caesar, not that I had anything of which to accuse my nation.

20“For this reason therefore I have called for you, to see you and speak with you, because Rfor the hope of Israel I am bound with Rthis chain.”

21Then they said to him, “We neither received letters from Judea concerning you, nor have any of the brethren who came reported or spoken any evil of you.

22“But we desire to hear from you what you think; for concerning this sect, we know that it is spoken against everywhere.”

23So when they had appointed him a day, many came to him at his lodging, to whom he explained and solemnly testified of the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus from both the Law of Moses and the Prophets, from morning till evening.

24And Rsome were persuaded by the things which were spoken, and some disbelieved.

25So when they did not agree among themselves, they departed after Paul had said one word: “The Holy Spirit spoke rightly through Isaiah the prophet to our* fathers, 

26“saying, 

R‘Go to this people and say:

“Hearing you will hear, and shall not understand;

And seeing you will see, and not perceive;

27For the hearts of this people have grown dull.

Their ears are hard of hearing,

And their eyes they have closed,

Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears,

Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn,

So that I should heal them.” ’*

28“Therefore let it be known to you that the salvation of God has been sent Rto the Gentiles, and they will hear it!”

29And when he had said these words, the Jews departed and had a great dispute among themselves.*

30Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his own rented house, and received all who came to him, 

31Rpreaching the kingdom of God and teaching the things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ with all confidence, no one forbidding him.




The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Romans
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THE BOOK OF ROMANS

Romans, Paul’s greatest work, is placed first among his thirteen epistles in the New Testament. While the four Gospels present the words and works of Jesus Christ, Romans explores the significance of His sacrificial death. Using a question-and-answer format, Paul records the most systematic presentation of doctrine in the Bible. Romans is more than a book of theology; it is also a book of practical exhortation. The good news of Jesus Christ is more than facts to be believed; it is also a life to be lived—a life of righteousness befitting the person “justified freely by [God’s] grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (3:24).

Although some manuscripts omit “in Rome” in 1:7, 15, the title Pros Romaious, “To the Romans, ” has been associated with the epistle almost from the beginning.
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THE AUTHOR OF ROMANS

All critical schools agree on the Pauline authorship (1:1) of this foundational book. The vocabulary, style, logic, and theological development are consistent with Paul’s other epistles. Paul dictated this letter to a secretary named Tertius (16:22), who was allowed to add his own greeting.

The problem arises not with the authorship but with the disunity of the epistle. Some Latin (but no Greek) manuscripts omit 15:1–16:24, and the closing doxology (16:25–27) is placed at the end of chapter 14 in some manuscripts. These variations have led some scholars to conclude that the last two chapters were not originally part of the epistle or that Paul issued it in two editions. However, most scholars believe that chapter 15 fits in logically with the rest of the epistle. There is more debate over chapter 16, because Paul greets by name twenty-six persons in a church he has never visited. Some scholars contend that it was a separate letter, perhaps written to Ephesus, that was appended to this epistle. Such a letter would be surprising, to say the least (nothing but greetings), especially in the ancient world. It is simpler to understand the list of greetings as Paul’s effort as a stranger to the Roman church to list his mutual friends. Paul met these people in the cities of his missionary journeys. Significantly, the only other Pauline epistle that lists individual greetings was addressed to the believers at Colosse, another church Paul had never visited. It may be that this portion was omitted from some copies of Romans because it did not seem relevant.
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THE TIME OF ROMANS

Paul did not found the church at Rome, and the tradition that Peter was its founder is contrary to the evidence. It is possible that it began when some of the Jews and proselytes to Judaism who became followers of Christ on the Day of Pentecost (cf. Acts 2:10) returned to Rome, but it is more likely that Christians from churches established by Paul in Asia, Macedonia, and Greece settled in Rome and led others to Christ. According to this epistle, Gentiles were predominant in the church at Rome (1:13; 11:13, 28–31; 15:15, 16), but there were also Jewish believers (2:17–3:8; 3:21–4:1; 7:1–14; 14:1–15:12).

Rome was founded in 753 B.C., and by the time of Paul it was the greatest city in the world with over one million inhabitants (one inscription says over four million). It was full of magnificent buildings, but the majority of people were slaves: opulence and squalor coexisted in the Imperial City. The church in Rome was well known (1:8), and it had been established for several years by the time of this letter (see 14:14; 15:23). The believers there were probably numerous, and evidently they met in several places (16:1–16). The historian Tacitus referred to the Christians who were persecuted under Nero in A.D. 64 as “an immense multitude.” The gospel filled the gap left by the practically defunct polytheism of Roman religion.

Paul wrote Romans in A.D. 57, near the end of his third missionary journey (Acts 18:23–21:14; cf. Rom. 15:19). It was evidently written during his three-month stay in Greece (Acts 20:3–6), more specifically, in Corinth. Paul was staying with Gaius of Corinth (16:23; cf. 1 Cor. 1:14); and he also mentioned “Erastus, the treasurer of the city” (16:23). A first-century inscription in Corinth mentions him: “Erastus, the commissioner of public works, laid this pavement at his own expense.” Paul’s collection from the churches of Macedonia and Achaia for the needy Christians in Jerusalem was complete (15:26), and he was ready to deliver it (15:25). Instead of sailing directly to Jerusalem, Paul avoided a plot by the Jews by first going north to Philippi. He evidently gave this letter to Phoebe from the church at Cenchrea, near Corinth, and she carried it to Rome (16:1, 2).
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THE CHRIST OF ROMANS

Paul presents Jesus Christ as the Second Adam whose righteousness and substitutionary death have provided justification for all who place their faith in Him. He offers His righteousness as a gracious gift to sinful men, having borne God’s condemnation and wrath for their sinfulness. His death and resurrection are the basis for the believer’s redemption, justification, reconciliation, salvation, and glorification.
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KEYS TO ROMANS

Key Word: The Righteousness of God—The theme of Romans is found in 1:16, 17: God offers the gift of His righteousness to everyone who comes to Christ by faith. Paul writes Romans to reveal God’s sovereign plan of salvation (1–8), to show how Jews and Gentiles fit into that plan (9–11), and to exhort them to live righteous and harmonious lives (12–16). In his sweeping presentation of God’s plan of salvation, Paul moves from condemnation to glorification and from positional truth to practical truth. Key words, such as righteousness, faith, law, all, and sin each appear at least sixty times in this epistle.

Key Verses: Romans 1:16, 17 and 3:21–25—“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘The just shall live by faith’ ” (1:16, 17).

“But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed” (3:21–25).

Key Chapters: Romans 6–8—Foundational to all teaching on the spiritual life is the central passage of Romans 6–8. The answers to the questions of how to be delivered from sin, how to live a balanced life under grace, and how to live the victorious Christian life through the power of the Holy Spirit are all contained here. Many consider this to be the principal passage on conforming to the image of Jesus Christ.
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SURVEY OF ROMANS

The poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge regarded Romans as “the most profound book in existence, ” and the commentator Godet called it “the cathedral of the Christian faith.” Because of its majestic declaration of the divine plan of salvation, Martin Luther wrote: “This epistle is the chief part of the New Testament and the very purest gospel.… It can never be read or pondered too much, and the more it is dealt with the more precious it becomes, and the better it tastes.” The four Gospels present the words and works of the Lord Jesus, but Romans, “The Gospel According to Paul, ” delves more into the significance of His death and resurrection. The theology of Romans is balanced by practical exhortation, because Paul sees the believer’s position as the basis for his practice. The theme of righteousness that runs through the book is reflected in the following outline: the revelation of the righteousness of God (1–8); the vindication of the righteousness of God (9–11); the application of the righteousness of God (12–16).

The Revelation of the Righteousness of God (1–8): The prologue (1:1–17) consists of a salutation (1:1–7), a statement of Paul’s desire to minister in Rome (1:8–15), and the theme of the book (1:16, 17). This two-verse theme is the basic text of Romans because it combines the three crucial concepts of salvation, righteousness, and faith.

In 1:18–3:20, Paul builds a solid case for the condemnation of all people under the holy God. The Gentiles are without excuse because they have suppressed the knowledge of God they received from nature and their conscience (1:18–32; their seven-step regression is traced in 1:21–31). The Jews are also under the condemnation of God, and Paul overcomes every objection they could raise to this conclusion (2:1–3:8). God judges according to truth (2:2–5), works (2:6–10), and impartiality (2:11–16), and both the moral and religious Jews fail to meet His standard. Paul concludes his discussion of the reasons for the guilt of the Jews by reminding them they do not obey the Law (2:17–29) nor believe the “oracles of God” (3:1–8). The divine verdict (3:9–20) is universal: “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (3:23).

The section on justification (3:21–5:21) centers on and develops the theme of God’s provision for man’s need. The first eleven verses are the core of the book (3:21–31), revealing that in Christ, God is both Judge and Savior. Justification is by grace (the source of salvation; 3:21–24), by blood (the basis of salvation; 3:25, 26), and by faith (the condition of salvation; 3:27–31).

Chapter 4 illustrates the principle of justification by faith apart from works in the life of Abraham. Justification issues in reconciliation between God and man (5:1–11). It is brought about by the love of God which is causeless (5:6), measureless (5:7, 8), and ceaseless (5:9–11). In 5:12–21 Paul contrasts the two Adams and the opposite results of their two acts. The righteousness of the Second Adam is imputed to all who trust in Him, leading to reconciliation.

Chapter 6 describes the believer’s relationship to sin: in his position he is dead to the principle of sin (6:1–14) and the practice of sin (6:15–23). The reality of identification with Christ is the basis for the sanctified Christian life. After describing the Christian’s emancipation from the Law (7), Paul looks at the work of the Holy Spirit who indwells and empowers every believer (8:1–17). The next major topic after condemnation, justification, and sanctification is glorification (8:18–39). All Christians can anticipate a time when they will be perfectly conformed to Jesus Christ not only in their position (present) but also in their practice (the future resurrection).

The Vindication of the Righteousness of God (9–11): It appears that God has rejected His people, Israel, but it is really Israel who has rejected her Messiah. God’s rejection of Israel is only partial (there is a spiritual remnant that has trusted in Christ) and temporary (they will be grafted back; 11:23–27). Paul appropriately quotes frequently from the Old Testament in this section, and he emphasizes that God will be faithful to His covenant promises and restore Israel.

The Application of the Righteousness of God (12–16): Paul recognizes that behavior must be built upon belief, and this is why the practical exhortations of this epistle appear after his teaching on the believer’s position in Christ. The salvation described in the first eleven chapters should transform a Christian’s life in relation to God (12:1, 2), society (12:3–21), higher powers (13:1–7); and one’s neighbors (13:8–14). In chapters 14 and 15 the apostle discusses the whole concept of Christian liberty noting its principles (14) and its practice (15:1–13). A changed life is not a condition for salvation, but it should be the natural outcome of saving faith. The epistle closes with Paul’s statement of his plans (15:14–33), a long series of personal greetings (16:1–16), and an admonition followed by a doxology (16:17–27).
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction

1Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, Rcalled to be an apostle, Rseparated to the gospel of God

2Rwhich He promised before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, 

3concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who Twas Rborn of the seed of David according to the flesh, 

4and Rdeclared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.

5Through Him Rwe have received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith among all nations for His name, 

6among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ;

7To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, Rcalled to be saints:

RGrace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

 8First, RI thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world.

9For RGod is my witness, Rwhom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of His Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers, 

10making request if, by some means, now at last I may find a way in the will of God to come to you.

11For I long to see you, that RI may impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established—

12that is, that I may be encouraged together with you by Rthe mutual faith both of you and me.

13Now I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that I often planned to come to you (but Rwas hindered until now), that I might have some fruit among you also, just as among the other Gentiles.

14I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise.

15So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also.

16For RI am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, * for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.

17For Rin it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.”*

Reason for Gentile Guilt

18RFor the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and Runrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 

19because Rwhat may be known of God is manifest Tin them, for RGod has shown it to them.

20For since the creation of the world RHis invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 

21because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but Rbecame futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.

22RProfessing to be wise, they became fools, 

23and changed the glory of the incorruptible RGod into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.

Results of Gentile Guilt

24Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 

25who exchanged Rthe truth of God Rfor the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

26For this reason God gave them up to Rvile passions. For even their Twomen exchanged the natural use for what is against nature.

27Likewise also the Tmen, leaving the natural use of the Twoman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due.

28And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things Rwhich are not fitting;

29being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, * wickedness, Tcovetousness, Tmaliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 

30backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 

31undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, * unmerciful;

32who, Rknowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things Rare deserving of death, not only do the same but also Rapprove of those who practice them.




CHAPTER 2

Jews Are Judged According to Truth

1Therefore you are Rinexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, Rfor in whatever you judge another you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things.

2But we know that the judgment of God is according to truth against those who practice such things.

3And do you think this, O man, you who judge those practicing such things, and doing the same, that you will escape the judgment of God?

4Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and Rlongsuffering, Rnot knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?

5But in accordance with your hardness and your Timpenitent heart Ryou are Ttreasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 

Jews Are Judged by Their Works

6who “will render to each one according to his deeds”:*

7eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and immortality;

8but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness—indignation and wrath, 

9tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew Rfirst and also of the TGreek;

10Rbut glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

Jews Are Judged with Impartiality

11For there is no partiality with God.

12For as many as have sinned without law will also perish without law, and as many as have sinned in the law will be judged by the law

13(for Rnot the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified;

14for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, 

15who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them)

16Rin the day when God will judge the secrets of men Rby Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.

Jews Do Not Obey the Law

17Indeed* you are called a Jew, and rest on the law, and make your boast in God, 

18and Rknow His will, and Rapprove the things that are excellent, being instructed out of the law, 

19and Rare confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 

20an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, Rhaving the form of knowledge and truth in the law.

21You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal?

22You who say, “Do not commit adultery, ” do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, Rdo you rob temples?

23You who Rmake your boast in the law, do you dishonor God through breaking the law?

24For R“the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you, ”* as it is written.

25RFor circumcision is indeed profitable if you keep the law; but if you are a breaker of the law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision.

26Therefore, Rif an uncircumcised man keeps the righteous requirements of the law, will not his uncircumcision be counted as circumcision?

27And will not the physically uncircumcised, if he fulfills the law, judge you who, even with your written code and circumcision, are a transgressor of the law?

28For Rhe is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh;

29but he is a Jew Rwho is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, Rin the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God.




CHAPTER 3

Jews Do Not Believe the Oracles

1What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of circumcision?

2Much in every way! Chiefly because to them were committed the oracles of God.

3For what if Rsome did not believe? RWill their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect?

4Certainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar. As it is written:

“That You may be justified in Your words,

And may overcome when You are judged.”*

5But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unjust who inflicts wrath? R(I speak as a man.)

6Certainly not! For then Rhow will God judge the world?

7For if the truth of God has increased through my lie to His glory, why am I also still judged as a sinner?

8And why not say, R“Let us do evil that good may come”?—as we are slanderously reported and as some affirm that we say. Their condemnation is just.

Conclusion: All Are Guilty Before God

9What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks that Rthey are all under sin.

10As it is written:

“There is none righteous, no, not one;

11There is none who understands;

There is none who seeks after God.

12They have all turned aside;

They have together become unprofitable;

There is none who does good, no, not one.”*

13“Their throat is an open Ttomb;

With their tongues they have practiced deceit”;*

“The poison of asps is under their lips”;*

14“Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.”*

15“Their feet are swift to shed blood;

16Destruction and misery are in their ways;

17And the way of peace they have not known.”*

18“There is no fear of God before their eyes.”*

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.

20Therefore Rby the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

Description of Righteousness

21But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 

22even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all* who believe. For Rthere is no difference;

23for Rall have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

24being justified Tfreely Rby His grace Rthrough the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

25whom God set forth Ras a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, 

26to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

27RWhere is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith.

28Therefore we conclude Rthat a man is Tjustified by faith apart from the deeds of the law.

29Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not also the God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also, 

30since Rthere is one God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.

31Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law.




CHAPTER 4

Abraham’s Righteousness Apart from Works

1What then shall we say that RAbraham our Rfather has found according to the flesh?*

2For if Abraham was Rjustified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.

3For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.”*

4Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt.

5But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, 

6just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works:

7“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,

And whose sins are covered;

8Blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall not impute sin.”*

Abraham’s Righteousness Apart from Circumcision

9Does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only, or upon the uncircumcised also? For we say that faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness.

10How then was it accounted? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised.

11And Rhe received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while still uncircumcised, that Rhe might be the father of all those who believe, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them also, 

12and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of the faith which our father RAbraham had while still uncircumcised.

Abraham’s Righteousness Apart from the Law

13For the promise that he would be the Rheir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.

14For Rif those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise made of no effect, 

15because Rthe law brings about wrath; for where there is no law there is no transgression.

Abraham’s Righteousness Was by Faith

16Therefore it is of faith that it might be Raccording to grace, Rso that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, Rwho is the father of us all

17(as it is written, “I have made you a father of many nations”*) in the presence of Him whom he believed—God, who gives life to the dead and calls those Rthings which do not exist as though they did;

18who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, “So shall your descendants be.”*

19And not being weak in faith, Rhe did not consider his own body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb.

20He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, 

21and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform.

22And therefore “it was accounted to him for righteousness.” *

23Now Rit was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him, 

24but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe Rin Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, 

25Rwho was delivered up because of our offenses, and Rwas raised because of our justification.




CHAPTER 5

Peace with God

1Therefore, Rhaving been justified by faith, we have* Rpeace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

2through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and Rrejoice in hope of the glory of God.

Joy in Tribulation

3And not only that, but Rwe also glory in tribulations, Rknowing that tribulation produces perseverance;

4Rand perseverance, Tcharacter; and character, hope.

5RNow hope does not disappoint, Rbecause the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

6For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

7For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.

8But RGod demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Salvation from God’s Wrath

9Much more then, having now been justified Rby His blood, we shall be saved Rfrom wrath through Him.

10For Rif when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

11And not only that, but we also Rrejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.

Contrast of Righteousness and Condemnation

12Therefore, just as Rthrough one man sin entered the world, and Rdeath through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned—

13(For until the law sin was in the world, but Rsin is not imputed when there is no law.

14Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, Rwho is a type of Him who was to come.

15But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man’s offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded Rto many.

16And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from many Toffenses resulted in justification.

17For if by the one man’s Toffense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.)

18Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so Rthrough one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life.

19For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.

20Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more, 

21so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.




CHAPTER 6

Believer’s Death to Sin in Principle

1What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?

2Certainly not! How shall we who Rdied to sin live any longer in it?

3Or do you not know that Ras many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?

4Therefore we were Rburied with Him through baptism into death, that Rjust as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

5For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 

6knowing this, that Rour old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.

7For Rhe who has died has been Tfreed from sin.

8Now Rif we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 

9knowing that RChrist, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him.

10For the death that He died, RHe died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, RHe lives to God.

11Likewise you also, Treckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but Ralive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

12RTherefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts.

13And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.

14For Rsin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.

Believer’s Death to Sin in Practice

15What then? Shall we sin Rbecause we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not!

16Do you not know that Rto whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?

17But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart Rthat form of doctrine to which you were Tdelivered.

18And Rhaving been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

19I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness.

20For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.

21RWhat fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death.

22But now Rhaving been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit Tto holiness, and the end, everlasting life.

23For Rthe wages of sin is death, but Rthe Tgift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.




CHAPTER 7

Dead to the Law but Alive to God

1Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who know the law), that the law Thas dominion over a man as long as he lives?

2For the woman who has a husband is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives. But if the husband dies, she is released from the law of her husband.

3So then if, while her husband lives, she marries another man, she will be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress, though she has married another man.

4Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another—to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God.

5For when we were in the flesh, the sinful passions which were aroused by the law Rwere at work in our members Rto bear fruit to death.

6But now we have been delivered from the law, having died to what we were held by, so that we should serve Rin the newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the letter.

Law Cannot Deliver from Sin

7What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, I would not have known sin except through the law. For I would not have known covetousness unless the law had said, “You shall not covet.”*

8But Rsin, taking opportunity by the commandment, produced in me all manner of evil desire. For Rapart from the law sin was dead.

9I was alive once without the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived and I died.

10And the commandment, Rwhich was to bring life, I found to bring death.

11For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it killed me.

12Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good.

13Has then what is good become death to me? Certainly not! But sin, that it might appear sin, was producing death in me through what is good, so that sin through the commandment might become exceedingly sinful.

14For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin.

15For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do.

16If, then, I do what I will not to do, I agree with the law that it is good.

17But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me.

18For I know that Rin me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find.

19For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice.

20Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me.

21I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good.

22For I Rdelight in the law of God according to Rthe inward man.

23But RI see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.

24O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?

25RI thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin.




CHAPTER 8

The Spirit Delivers from the Power of the Flesh

1THERE is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, * Rwho do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

2For Rthe law of Rthe Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.

3For Rwhat the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, RGod did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 

4that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who Rdo not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

5For Rthose who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.

6For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

7Because Rthe carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.

8So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

9But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.

10And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

11But if the Spirit of RHim who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, RHe who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

The Spirit Gives Sonship

12RTherefore, brethren, we are debtors— not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh.

13For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

14For Ras many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

15For Ryou did not receive the spirit of bondage again Rto fear, but you received the RSpirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.”

16The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 

17and if children, then Rheirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, Rif indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.

The Spirit Assures of Future Glory

18For I consider that Rthe sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

19For Rthe earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God.

20For Rthe creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope;

21because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of Tcorruption into the glorious Rliberty of the children of God.

22For we know that the whole creation Rgroans and labors with birth pangs together until now.

23Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.

24For we were saved in this hope, but Rhope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees?

25But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.

26Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us* with groanings which cannot be uttered.

27Now RHe who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints Raccording to the will of God.

28And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those Rwho are the called according to His purpose.

29For whom RHe foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, Rthat He might be the firstborn among many brethren.

30Moreover whom He predestined, these He also Rcalled; whom He called, these He also Rjustified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.

The Spirit Assures of Final Victory

31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?

32He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?

33Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? RIt is God who justifies.

34RWho is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.

35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

36As it is written:

“For Your sake we are killed all day long;

We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.”*

37Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.

38For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor Rprincipalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 

39nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.




CHAPTER 9

Paul’s Sorrow

1I Rtell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, 

2Rthat I have great sorrow and continual grief in my heart.

3For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen* according to the flesh, 

4who are Israelites, Rto whom pertain the adoption, Rthe glory, the covenants, Rthe giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises;

5Rof whom are the fathers and from Rwhom, according to the flesh, Christ came, Rwho is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen.

God’s Sovereignty

6RBut it is not that the word of God has taken no effect. For Rthey are not all Israel who are of Israel, 

7Rnor are they all children because they are the seed of Abraham; but, “In Isaac your seed shall be called.”*

8That is, those who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but Rthe children of the promise are counted as the seed.

9For this is the word of promise: “At this time I will come and Sarah shall have a son.”*

10And not only this, but when RRebecca also had conceived by one man, even by our father Isaac

11(for the children not yet being born, nor having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works but of Him who calls), 

12it was said to her, “The older shall serve the younger.”*

13As it is written, “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated.”*

14What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? Certainly not!

15For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I will have compassion.”*

16So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy.

17For the Scripture says to the Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name may be declared in all the earth.”*

18Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He hardens.

19You will say to me then, “Why does He still find fault? For Rwho has resisted His will?”

20But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? RWill the thing formed say to him who formed it, “Why have you made me like this?”

21Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for honor and another for dishonor?

22What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much longsuffering Rthe vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 

23and that He might make known Rthe riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had Rprepared beforehand for glory, 

24even us whom He called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?

25As He says also in Hosea:

“I will call them My people, who were not My people,

And her beloved, who was not beloved.”*

26“And it shall come to pass in the place where it was said to them,

‘You are not My people, ’

There they shall be called sons of the living God.”*

27Isaiah also cries out concerning Israel:*

“Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea,

RThe remnant will be saved.

28For He will finish the work and cut it short in righteousness,

RBecause the LORD will make a short work upon the earth.”*

29And as Isaiah said before:

“Unless the LORD of Sabaoth* had left us a seed,

RWe would have become like Sodom,

And we would have been made like Gomorrah.”*

Israel Seeks Righteousness by Works

30What shall we say then? RThat Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have attained to righteousness, Reven the righteousness of faith;

31but Israel, Rpursuing the law of righteousness, Rhas not attained to the law of righteousness.*

32Why? Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by the works of the law.* For Rthey stumbled at that stumbling stone.

33As it is written:

“Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and rock of offense,

And Rwhoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.”*




CHAPTER 10

Israel Rejects Christ

1Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel* is that they may be saved.

2For I bear them witness Rthat they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.

3For they being ignorant of RGod’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.

4For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.

5For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, “The man who does those things shall live by them.”*

6But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ”* (that is, to bring Christ down from above)

7or, “ ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ”* (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).

8But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart”* (that is, the word of faith which we preach):

9that Rif you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.

10For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

11For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.”*

12For Rthere is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him.

13For “whoever calls Ron the name of the LORD shall be saved.”*

14How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear Rwithout a preacher?

15And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written:

“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace,*

Who bring glad tidings of good things!”*

Israel Rejects the Prophets

16But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “LORD, who has believed our report?”*

17So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

18But I say, have they not heard? Yes indeed:

“Their sound has gone out to all the earth,

And their words to the ends of the world.”*

19But I say, did Israel not know? First Moses says:

“I will provoke you to jealousy by those who are not a nation,

I will move you to anger by a Rfoolish nation.”*

20But Isaiah is very bold and says:

“I was found by those who did not seek Me;

I was made manifest to those who did not ask for Me.”*

21But to Israel he says:

“All day long I have stretched out My hands

To a disobedient and contrary people.”*




CHAPTER 11

Israel’s Rejection Is Not Total

1I SAY then, Rhas God cast away His people? RCertainly not! For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.

2God has not cast away His people whom RHe foreknew. Or do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel, saying, 

3“LORD, they have killed Your prophets and torn down Your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life”?*

4But what does the divine response say to him? “I have reserved for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.”*

5REven so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to the election of grace.

6And Rif by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace.* But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work.

7What then? RIsrael has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect have obtained it, and the rest were blinded.

8Just as it is written:

“God has given them a spirit of stupor,

Eyes that they should not see

And ears that they should not hear,

To this very day.”*

9And David says:

“Let their table become a snare and a trap,

A stumbling block and a recompense to them.

10Let their eyes be darkened, so that they do not see,

And bow down their back always.”*

Purpose of Israel’s Rejection

11I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not! But Rthrough their fall, to provoke them to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles.

12Now if their fall is riches for the world, and their failure Rriches for the Gentiles, how much more their fullness!

13For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as RI am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 

14if by any means I may provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh and Rsave some of them.

15For if their being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?

16For if Rthe firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the branches.

17And if Rsome of the branches were broken off, Rand you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among them, and with them became a partaker of the root and Tfatness of the olive tree, 

18do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do not support the root, but the root supports you.

19You will say then, “Branches were broken off that I might be grafted in.”

20Well said. Because of Runbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear.

21For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either.

22Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, * Rif you continue in His goodness. Otherwise Ryou also will be cut off.

23And they also, Rif they do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again.

24For if you were cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, who are natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree?

Promise of Israel’s Restoration

25For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be Rwise in your own Topinion, that Rblindness in part has happened to Israel Runtil the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.

26And so all Israel will be saved, * as it is written:

“The Deliverer will come out of Zion,

And He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob;

27For Rthis is My covenant with them,

When I take away their sins.”*

28Concerning the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but concerning the election they are beloved for the sake of the fathers.

29For the gifts and the calling of God are Rirrevocable.

30For as you Rwere once disobedient to God, yet have now obtained mercy through their disobedience, 

31even so these also have now been disobedient, that through the mercy shown you they also may obtain mercy.

32For God has Tcommitted them Rall to disobedience, that He might have mercy on all.

Israel’s Restoration: The Occasion for Glorifying God

33Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out!

34“For who has known the mind of the LORD?

Or who has become His counselor?”*

35“Or who has first given to Him

And it shall be repaid to him?”*

36For Rof Him and through Him and to Him are all things, Rto whom be glory forever. Amen.




CHAPTER 12

Responsibilities Toward God

1I RbeseechT you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies Ra living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your Treasonable service.

2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Responsibilities Toward Society

3For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.

4For Ras we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, 

5so Rwe, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.

6Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is Rgiven to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us Rprophesy in proportion to our faith;

7or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; Rhe who teaches, in teaching;

8Rhe who exhorts, in exhortation; Rhe who gives, with liberality; Rhe who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

9Let love be without hypocrisy. RAbhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.

10RBe kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, Rin honor giving preference to one another;

11not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;

12rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer;

13Rdistributing to the needs of the saints, Rgiven to hospitality.

14RBless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.

15RRejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.

16Be of the same mind toward one another. RDo not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.

17Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men.

18If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.

19Beloved, Rdo not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay, ”* says the Lord.

20Therefore

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;

If he is thirsty, give him a drink;

For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.”*

21Do not be overcome by evil, but Rovercome evil with good.




CHAPTER 13

Responsibilities Toward Higher Powers

1Let every soul be Rsubject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God.

2Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.

3For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same.

4For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil.

5Therefore Ryou must be subject, not only because of wrath Rbut also for conscience’ sake.

6For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God’s ministers attending continually to this very thing.

7RRender therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.

Responsibilities Toward Neighbors

8Owe no one anything except to love one another, for Rhe who loves another has fulfilled the law.

9For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, ” “You shall not murder, ” “You shall not steal, ” “You shall not bear false witness, ”* “You shall not covet, ”* and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”*

10Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

11And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time Rto awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.

12The night is far spent, the day is at hand. RTherefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and Rlet us put on the armor of light.

13Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy.

14But Rput on the Lord Jesus Christ, and Rmake no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.




CHAPTER 14

Principles of Christian Liberty

1ReceiveR one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things.

2For one believes he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats only vegetables.

3Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and Rlet not him who does not eat judge him who eats; for God has received him.

4RWho are you to judge another’s servant? To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand.

5One person esteems one day above another; another esteems every day alike. Let each be fully convinced in his own mind.

6He who observes the day, observes it to the Lord;* and he who does not observe the day, to the Lord he does not observe it. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he who does not eat, to the Lord he does not eat, and gives God thanks.

7For Rnone of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself.

8For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.

9For Rto this end Christ died and rose* and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

10But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For Rwe shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.*

11For it is written:

“As I live, says the LORD,

Every knee shall bow to Me,

And every tongue shall confess to God.”*

12So then Reach of us shall give account of himself to God.

13Therefore let us not judge one another Tanymore, but rather resolve this, Rnot to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way.

14I know and am convinced by the Lord Jesus Rthat there is nothing unclean of itself; but to him who considers anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean.

15Yet if your brother is grieved because of your food, you are no longer walking in love. RDo not destroy with your food the one for whom Christ died.

16RTherefore do not let your good be spoken of as evil;

17Rfor the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

18For he who serves Christ in these things* Ris acceptable to God and approved by men.

19RTherefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by which one may edify another.

20RDo not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. RAll things indeed are pure, Rbut it is evil for the man who eats with offense.

21It is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do anything by which your brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak.*

22Do you have faith?* Have it to yourself before God. Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves.

23But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not eat from faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin.*




CHAPTER 15

Practices of Christian Liberty

1We Rthen who are strong ought to bear with the Tscruples of the weak, and not to please ourselves.

2RLet each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification.

3For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me.”*

4For Rwhatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.

5Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, 

6that you may Rwith one mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

7Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, * to the glory of God.

8Now I say that RJesus Christ has become a Tservant to the circumcision for the truth of God, Rto confirm the promises made to the fathers, 

9and Rthat the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, as it is written:

“For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles,

And sing to Your name.”*

10And again he says:

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!”*

11And again:

“Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles!

Laud Him, all you peoples!”*

12And again, Isaiah says:

“There shall be a root of Jesse;

And He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles,

In Him the Gentiles shall hope.”*

13Now may the God of hope fill you with all Rjoy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Paul’s Purpose for Writing

14Now RI myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that you also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another.*

15Nevertheless, brethren, I have written more boldly to you on some points, as reminding you, Rbecause of the grace given to me by God, 

16that RI might be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the Roffering Tof the Gentiles might be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

17Therefore I have reason to glory in Christ Jesus Rin the things which pertain to God.

18For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ has not accomplished through me, in word and deed, Rto make the Gentiles obedient—

19in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.

20And so I have made it my aim to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, Rlest I should build on another man’s foundation, 

21but as it is written:

“To whom He was not announced, they shall see;

And those who have not heard shall understand.”*

Paul’s Plan for Traveling

22For this reason RI also have been much hindered from coming to you.

23But now no longer having a place in these parts, and Rhaving a great desire these many years to come to you, 

24whenever I journey to Spain, I shall come to you.* For I hope to see you on my journey, Rand to be helped on my way there by you, if first I may Renjoy your company for a while.

25But now RI am going to Jerusalem to Tminister to the saints.

26For Rit pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem.

27It pleased them indeed, and they are their debtors. For Rif the Gentiles have been partakers of their spiritual things, Rtheir duty is also to minister to them in material things.

28Therefore, when I have performed this and have sealed to them Rthis fruit, I shall go by way of you to Spain.

29RBut I know that when I come to you, I shall come in the fullness of the blessing of the gospel* of Christ.

30Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus Christ, and Rthrough the love of the Spirit, Rthat you strive together with me in prayers to God for me, 

31Rthat I may be delivered from those in Judea who Tdo not believe, and that Rmy service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, 

32Rthat I may come to you with joy Rby the will of God, and may Rbe refreshed together with you.

33Now Rthe God of peace be with you all. Amen.




CHAPTER 16

Paul’s Praise and Greetings

1I COMMEND to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of the church in Cenchrea, 

2Rthat you may receive her in the Lord Rin a manner worthy of the saints, and assist her in whatever business she has need of you; for indeed she has been a helper of many and of myself also.

3Greet RPriscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 

4who risked their own necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles.

5Likewise greet the church that is in their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia* to Christ.

6Greet Mary, who labored much for us.

7Greet Andronicus and Junia, my countrymen and my fellow prisoners, who are of note among the Rapostles, who also were in Christ before me.

8Greet Amplias, my beloved in the Lord.

9Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and Stachys, my beloved.

10Greet Apelles, approved in Christ. Greet those who are of the household of Aristobulus.

11Greet Herodion, my countryman.* Greet those who are of the household of Narcissus who are in the Lord.

12Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, who have labored in the Lord. Greet the beloved Persis, who labored much in the Lord.

13Greet Rufus, Rchosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine.

14Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas, Hermes, and the brethren who are with them.

15Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them.

16Greet one another with a holy kiss. The* churches of Christ greet you.

17Now I urge you, brethren, note those Rwho cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and Ravoid them.

18For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus* Christ, but their own belly, and Rby smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple.

19For Ryour obedience has become known to all. Therefore I am glad on your behalf; but I want you to be wise in what is good, and simple concerning evil.

20And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.

21RTimothy, my fellow worker, and RLucius, RJason, and Sosipater, my countrymen, greet you.

22I, Tertius, who wrote this epistle, greet you in the Lord.

23RGaius, my host and the host of the whole church, greets you. RErastus, the treasurer of the city, greets you, and Quartus, a brother.

24RThe grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.*

25Now Rto Him who is able to establish you Raccording to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, Raccording to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began

26but now made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures made known to all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith—

27to RGod, alone wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen.*

Jewish Feasts


Feast of • Month on Jewish Calendar • Day • Corresponding Month • References

*Passover (Unleavened Bread) • Nisan • 14–21 • Mar.–Apr. • Ex. 12:43–13:10; Matt. 26:17–20

*Pentecost ( Firstfruits or Weeks) • Sivan • 6 (50 days after Passover) • May–June • Deut. 16:9–12; Acts 2:1

Trumpets, Rosh Hashanah • Tishri • 1, 2 • Sept.–Oct. • Num. 29:1–6

Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur • Tishri • 10 • Sept.–Oct. • Lev. 23:26–32; Heb. 9:7

*Tabernacles (Booths or Ingathering) • Tishri • 15–22 • Sept.–Oct. • Neh. 8:13–18; John 7:2

Dedication (Lights), Hanukkah • Chislev • 25 (8 days) • Nov.–Dec. • John 10:22

Purim (Lots) • Adar • 14, 15 • Feb.–Mar. • Esth. 9:18–32

* The three major feasts for which all males of Israel were required to travel to the Temple in Jerusalem (Ex. 23:14–19).





The First Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Corinthians
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THE BOOK OF 1 CORINTHIANS

Corinth, the most important city in Greece during Paul’s day, was a bustling hub of worldwide commerce, degraded culture, and idolatrous religion. There Paul founded a church (Acts 18:1–17), and two of his letters are addressed “to the church of God which is at Corinth.”

First Corinthians reveals the problems, pressures, and struggles of a church called out of a pagan society. Paul addresses a variety of problems in the lifestyle of the Corinthian church: factions, lawsuits, immorality, questionable practices, abuse of the Lord’s Supper, and spiritual gifts. In addition to words of discipline, Paul shares words of counsel in answer to questions raised by the Corinthian believers.

The oldest recorded title of this epistle is Pros Korinthious A, in effect, the “First to the Corinthians.” The A was no doubt a later addition to distinguish this book from 2 Corinthians.
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THE AUTHOR OF 1 CORINTHIANS

Pauline authorship of 1 Corinthians is almost universally accepted. Instances of this widely held belief can be found as early as A.D. 95, when Clement of Rome wrote to the Corinthian church and cited this epistle in regard to their continuing problem of factions among themselves.
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THE TIME OF 1 CORINTHIANS





Corinth was a key city in ancient Greece until it was destroyed by the Romans in 146 B.C. Julius Caesar rebuilt it as a Roman colony in 46 B.C.; and it grew and prospered, becoming the capital of the province of Achaia. Its official language was Latin, but the common language remained Greek. In Paul’s day Corinth was the metropolis of the Peloponnesus, since it was strategically located on a narrow isthmus between the Aegean Sea and the Adriatic Sea that connects the Peloponnesus with northern Greece. Because of its two seaports it became a commercial center, and many small ships were rolled or dragged across the Corinthian isthmus to avoid the dangerous 200-mile voyage around southern Greece. Nero and others attempted to build a canal at the narrowest point, but this was not achieved until 1893. The city was filled with shrines and temples, but the most prominent was the Temple of Aphrodite on top of a 1,800-foot promontory called the Acrocorinthus. Worshipers of the “goddess of love” made free use of the 1,000 Hieroduli (consecrated prostitutes). This cosmopolitan center thrived on commerce, entertainment, vice, and corruption; pleasure-seekers came there to spend money on a holiday from morality. Corinth became so notorious for its evils that the term Korinthiazomai (“to act like a Corinthian”) became a synonym for debauchery and prostitution.

In Paul’s day the population of Corinth was approximately 700,000, about two-thirds of whom were slaves. The diverse population produced no philosophers, but Greek philosophy influenced any speculative thought that was there. In spite of these obstacles to the gospel, Paul was able to establish a church in Corinth on his second missionary journey (3:6, 10; 4:15; Acts 18:1–7). Persecution in Macedonia drove him south to Athens, and from there he proceeded to Corinth. He made tents with Aquila and Priscilla and reasoned with the Jews in the synagogue. Silas and Timothy joined him (they evidently brought a gift from Philippi; 2 Cor. 11:8, 9; Phil. 4:15), and Paul began to devote all his time to spreading the gospel. Paul wrote 1 and 2 Thessalonians, moved his ministry from the synagogue to the house of Titius Justus because of opposition, and converted Crispus, the leader of the synagogue. Paul taught the Word of God in Corinth for eighteen months in A.D. 51 and 52. After Paul’s departure, Apollos came from Ephesus to minister in the Corinthian church (3:6; Acts 18:24–28).

When Paul was teaching and preaching in Ephesus during his third missionary journey, he was disturbed by reports from the household of Chloe concerning quarrels in the church at Corinth (1:11). The church sent a delegation of three men (16:17), who apparently brought a letter that requested Paul’s judgment of certain issues (7:1). Paul wrote this epistle as his response to the problems and questions of the Corinthians (he had already written a previous letter; 5:9). It may be that the men who came from Corinth took this letter back with them. Paul was planning to leave Ephesus (16:5–8), indicating that 1 Corinthians was written in A.D. 56.
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THE CHRIST OF 1 CORINTHIANS

This book proclaims the relevance of Christ Jesus to every area of the believer’s life. He “became for us wisdom from God—and righteousness and sanctification and redemption—” (1:30), and these are the themes Paul addresses in this epistle.
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KEYS TO 1 CORINTHIANS

Key Word: Correction of Carnal Living—The basic theme of this epistle is the application of Christian principles to carnality in the individual as well as in the church. The cross of Christ is a message that is designed to transform the lives of believers and make them different as people and as a corporate body from the surrounding world. However, the Corinthians are destroying their Christian testimony because of immorality and disunity. Paul writes this letter as his corrective response to the news of problems and disorders among the Corinthians. It is designed to refute improper attitudes and conduct and to promote a spirit of unity among the brethren in their relationships and worship. Paul’s concern as their spiritual father (4:14, 15) is tempered with love, and he wants to avoid visiting them “with a rod” (4:21).

Key Verses: 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20 and 10:12, 13—“Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s” (6:19, 20).

“Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it” (10:12, 13).

Key Chapter: 1 Corinthians 13—Read at weddings and often the text for sermons, 1 Corinthians 13 has won the hearts of people across the world as the best definition of “love” ever penned. Standing in stark contrast to the idea that love is an emotion, that one can fall into or fall out of love, this chapter clearly reveals that true love is primarily an action. This is why when “God so loved the world that He gave” (John 3:16).
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SURVEY OF 1 CORINTHIANS

Through the missionary efforts of Paul and others, the church has been established in Corinth, but Paul finds it very difficult to keep Corinth out of the church. The pagan lifestyle of Corinth exerts a profound influence upon the Christians in that corrupt city—problems of every kind plague them. In this disciplinary letter, Paul is forced to exercise his apostolic authority as he deals firmly with problems of divisiveness, immorality, lawsuits, selfishness, abuses of the Lord’s Supper and spiritual gifts, and denials of the Resurrection. This epistle is quite orderly in its approach as it sequentially addresses a group of problems that have come to Paul’s attention. Paul also gives a series of perspectives on various questions and issues raised by the Corinthians in a letter. He uses the introductory words “Now concerning, ” or “Moreover, ” “Now” to delineate those topics (7:1, 25; 8:1; 11:2; 12:1; 15:1; 16:1). The three divisions of 1 Corinthians are: answer to Chloe’s report of divisions (1–4); answer to report of fornication (5 and 6); and answer to letter of questions (7–16).

Answer to Chloe’s Report of Divisions (1–4): Personality cults centering on Paul, Apollos, and Peter have led to divisions and false pride among the Corinthians (1). It is not their wisdom or cleverness that has brought them to Christ, because divine wisdom is contrary to human wisdom. The truth of the gospel is spiritually apprehended (2). Factions that exist among the saints at Corinth are indications of their spiritual immaturity (3). They should pride themselves in Christ, not in human leaders who are merely His servants (4).

Answer to Report of Fornication (5 and 6): The next problem Paul addresses is that of incest between a member of the church and his stepmother (5). The Corinthians have exercised no church discipline in this matter, and Paul orders them to remove the offender from their fellowship until he repents. Another source of poor testimony is the legal action of believer against believer in civil courts (6:1–8). They must learn to arbitrate their differences within the Christian community. Paul concludes this section with a warning against immorality in general (6:9–20).

Answer to Letter of Questions (7–16): In these chapters the apostle Paul gives authoritative answers to thorny questions raised by the Corinthians. His first counsel concerns the issues of marriage, celibacy, divorce, and remarriage (7). The next three chapters are related to the problem of meat offered to idols (8:1–11:1). Paul illustrates from his own life the twin principles of Christian liberty and the law of love, and he concludes that believers must sometimes limit their liberty for the sake of weaker brothers (cf. Rom. 14). The apostle then turns to matters concerning public worship, including improper observance of the Lord’s Supper and the selfish use of spiritual gifts (11:2–14:40). Gifts are to be exercised in love for the edification of the whole body. The Corinthians also have problems with the Resurrection, which Paul seeks to correct (15). His historical and theological defense of the Resurrection includes teaching on the nature of the resurrected body. The Corinthians probably have been struggling over this issue because the idea of a resurrected body is disdainful in Greek thought. The epistle closes with Paul’s instruction for the collection he will make for the saints in Jerusalem (16:1–4), followed by miscellaneous exhortations and greetings (16:5–24).
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OUTLINE OF 1 CORINTHIANS

Part One: In Answer to Chloe’s Report of Divisions (1:1–4:21)

I. Introduction … 1:1–9

A. Greetings of Grace … 1:1–3

B. Prayer of Thanksgiving … 1:4–9

II. Report of Divisions … 1:10–17

III. Reasons for Divisions … 1:18–4:21

A. Misunderstanding of the Gospel Message … 1:18–3:4

1. The Gospel Is Not Earthly Wisdom … 1:18–2:5

2. The Gospel Is Heavenly Wisdom … 2:6–3:4

B. Misunderstanding of the Gospel Messenger … 3:5–4:5

1. Ministers Are Fellow Workers with God … 3:5–17

2. Ministers Are Accountable to God … 3:18–4:5

C. Misunderstanding of Paul’s Ministry … 4:6–21

Part Two: In Answer to Reports of Fornication (5:1–6:20)

I. On Incest … 5:1–13

A. Deliver the Fornicators for Discipline … 5:1–8

B. Separate Yourselves from Immoral Believers … 5:9–13

II. Concerning Litigation Between Believers … 6:1–11

III. Warning Against Sexual Immorality … 6:12–20

Part Three: In Answer to the Letter of Questions (7:1–16:24)

I. Counsel Concerning Marriage … 7:1–40

A. Principles for Married Life … 7:1–9

B. Principles for the Married Believer … 7:10–16

C. Principle of Abiding in God’s Call … 7:17–24

D. Principles for the Unmarried … 7:25–38

E. Principles for Remarriage … 7:39, 40

II. Counsel Concerning Things Offered to Idols … 8:1–11:1

A. Principles of Liberty and the Weaker Brother … 8:1–13

B. Illustration of Paul and His Liberty … 9:1–27

1. Paul Lists His Rights as a Minister … 9:1–14

2. Paul Limits His Rights for Ministry … 9:15–27

C. Warning Against Forfeiting Liberty … 10:1–13

D. Exhortation to Use Liberty to Glorify God … 10:14–11:1

III. Counsel Concerning Public Worship … 11:2–14:40

A. Principles of Public Prayer … 11:2–16

B. Rebuke of Disorders at the Lord’s Supper … 11:17–34

C. Principles of Exercising Spiritual Gifts … 12:1–14:40

1. Test of the Spirit’s Control … 12:1–3

2. Diversity of the Gifts … 12:4–11

3. Importance of All Gifts … 12:12–31

4. Exercise Gifts with Love … 13:1–13

5. Superiority of Prophecy … 14:1–6

6. Gift of Tongues … 14:7–25

7. Exercising Gifts in Public Worship … 14:26–40

IV. Counsel Concerning the Resurrection … 15:1–58

A. Fact of Christ’s Resurrection … 15:1–11

B. Importance of Christ’s Resurrection … 15:12–19

C. Order of the Resurrections … 15:20–28

D. Moral Implications of Christ’s Resurrection … 15:29–34

E. Bodies of the Resurrected Dead … 15:35–50

F. Bodies of the Translated Living … 15:51–58

V. Counsel Concerning the Collection for Jerusalem … 16:1–4

VI. Conclusion … 16:5–24




CHAPTER 1

Greetings of Grace

1Paul, Rcalled to be an apostle of Jesus Christ Rthrough the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, 

2To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who Rare sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:

3RGrace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

4RI thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given to you by Christ Jesus, 

5that you were enriched in everything by Him in all utterance and all knowledge, 

6even as Rthe testimony of Christ was confirmed Tin you, 

7so that you come short in no gift, eagerly Rwaiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

8Rwho will also confirm you to the end, that you may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9RGod is faithful, by whom you were called into Rthe fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Report of Divisions

10Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, Rthat you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.

11For it has been declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that there are Tcontentions among you.

12Now I say this, that Reach of you says, “I am of Paul, ” or “I am of Apollos, ” or “I am of Cephas, ” or “I am of Christ.”

13RIs Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?

14I thank God that I baptized Rnone of you except Crispus and Gaius, 

15lest anyone should say that I had baptized in my own name.

16Yes, I also baptized the household of RStephanas. Besides, I do not know whether I baptized any other.

17For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, Rnot with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of no effect.

The Gospel Is Not Earthly Wisdom

18For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

19For it is written:

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

And bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.”*

20Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?

21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.

22For RJews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom;

23but we preach Christ crucified, Rto the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks* Rfoolishness, 

24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ Rthe power of God and Rthe wisdom of God.

25Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

26For Tyou see your calling, brethren, Rthat not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many Tnoble, are called.

27But RGod has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty;

28and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, 

29that no flesh should glory in His presence.

30But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—and Rrighteousness and sanctification and redemption—

31that, as it is written, “He who glories, let him glory in the LORD.”*




CHAPTER 2

1And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony* of God.

2For I determined not to know anything among you Rexcept Jesus Christ and Him crucified.

3RI was with you Rin weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.

4And my speech and my preaching Rwere not with persuasive words of human* wisdom, Rbut in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 

5that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

The Gospel Is Heavenly Wisdom

6However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing.

7But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our glory, 

8which none of the rulers of this age knew; for Rhad they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

9But as it is written:

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,

Nor have entered into the heart of man

The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”*

10But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.

11For what man knows the things of a man except the Rspirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God.

12Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but Rthe Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.

13These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy* Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

14But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

15But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one.

16For “who has known the mind of the LORD that he may instruct Him?”* RBut we have the mind of Christ.




CHAPTER 3

1And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to Rbabes in Christ.

2I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able;

3for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and Tbehaving like mere men?

4For when one says, “I am of Paul, ” and another, “I am of Apollos, ” are you not carnal?

Ministers Are Fellow Workers with God

5Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but Rministers through whom you believed, as the Lord gave to each one?

6RI planted, RApollos watered, but God gave the increase.

7So then Rneither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.

8Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor.

9For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building.

10RAccording to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid Rthe foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it.

11For no other foundation can anyone lay than Rthat which is laid, Rwhich is Jesus Christ.

12Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 

13each one’s work will become clear; for the Day Rwill declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is.

14If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward.

15If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

16RDo you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?

17If anyone Tdefiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are.

Ministers Are Accountable to God

18Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you seems to be wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise.

19For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their own craftiness”;*

20and again, “The LORD knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.”*

21Therefore let no one boast in men. For Rall things are yours:

22whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas, or the world or life or death, or things present or things to come—all are yours.

23And Ryou are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.




CHAPTER 4

1Let a man so consider us, as Rservants of Christ Rand stewards of the mysteries of God.

2Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.

3But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by a human court.* In fact, I do not even judge myself.

4For I know of nothing against myself, yet I am not justified by this; but He who judges me is the Lord.

5Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each one’s praise will come from God.

Misunderstanding of Paul’s Ministry

6Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively transferred to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that you may learn in us not to think beyond what is written, that none of you may be Tpuffed up on behalf of one against the other.

7For who makes you differ from another? And what do you have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?

8You are already full! RYou are already rich! You have reigned as kings without us—and indeed I could wish you did reign, that we also might reign with you!

9For I think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last, as men condemned to death; for we have been made a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men.

10We are Rfools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ! RWe are weak, but you are strong! You are distinguished, but we are dishonored!

11To the present hour we both hunger and thirst, and we are poorly clothed, and beaten, and homeless.

12RAnd we labor, working with our own hands. RBeing reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we endure;

13being defamed, we entreat. RWe have been made as the filth of the world, the offscouring of all things until now.

14I do not write these things to shame you, but as my beloved children I warn you.

15For though you might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.

16Therefore I urge you, imitate me.

17For this reason I have sent RTimothy to you, Rwho is my beloved and faithful son in the Lord, who will Rremind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach everywhere in every church.

18RNow some are Tpuffed up, as though I were not coming to you.

19But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord wills, and I will know, not the word of those who are puffed up, but the power.

20For Rthe kingdom of God is not in word but in Rpower.

21What do you want? RShall I come to you with a rod, or in love and a spirit of gentleness?




CHAPTER 5

Deliver the Fornicators for Discipline

1It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual immorality as is not even named* among the Gentiles—that a man has his father’s Rwife!

2And you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he who has done this deed might be taken away from among you.

3RFor I indeed, as absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged (as though I were present) him who has so done this deed.

4In the Rname of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, along with my spirit, Rwith the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

5deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.*

6RYour glorying is not good. Do you not know that Ra little leaven leavens the whole lump?

7Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened. For indeed RChrist, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.*

8Therefore Rlet us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

Separate Yourselves from Immoral Believers

9I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral people.

10Yet I certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to go Rout of the world.

11But now I have written to you not to keep company Rwith anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner—Rnot even to eat with such a person.

12For what have I to do with judging those also who are outside? Do you not judge those who are inside?

13But those who are outside God judges. Therefore “put away from yourselves the evil person.”*




CHAPTER 6

Concerning Litigation Between Believers

1Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unrighteous, and not before the saints?

2Do you not know that Rthe saints will judge the world? And if the world will be judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters?

3Do you not know that we shall Rjudge angels? How much more, things that pertain to this life?

4If then you have Tjudgments concerning things pertaining to this life, do you appoint those who are least esteemed by the church to judge?

5I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you, not even one, who will be able to judge between his brethren?

6But brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers!

7Now therefore, it is already an utter failure for you that you go to law against one another. RWhy do you not rather accept wrong? Why do you not rather let yourselves be cheated?

8No, you yourselves do wrong and cheat, and you do these things to your brethren!

9Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. RNeither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, * nor Tsodomites, 

10nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.

11And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.

Warning Against Sexual Immorality

12RAll things are lawful for me, but all things are not Thelpful. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.

13RFoods for the stomach and the stomach for foods, but God will destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for Rsexual immorality but Rfor the Lord, and the Lord for the body.

14And God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power.

15Do you not know that Ryour bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a harlot? Certainly not!

16Or do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For “the two, ” He says, “shall become one flesh.”*

17RBut he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.

18RFlee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins Ragainst his own body.

19Or Rdo you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, Rand you are not your own?

20For Ryou were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body* and in your spirit, which are God’s.




CHAPTER 7

Principles for Married Life

1Now concerning the things of which you wrote to me: RIt is good for a man not to touch a woman.

2Nevertheless, because of sexual immorality, let each man have his own wife, and let each woman have her own husband.

3RLet the husband render to his wife the affection due her, and likewise also the wife to her husband.

4The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. And likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does.

5Do not deprive one another except with consent for a time, that you may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again so that Satan does not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

6But I say this as a concession, Rnot as a commandment.

7For RI wish that all men were even as I myself. But each one has his own gift from God, one in this manner and another in that.

8But I say to the unmarried and to the widows: RIt is good for them if they remain even as I am;

9but Rif they cannot exercise self-control, let them marry. For it is better to marry than to burn with passion.

Principles for the Married Believer

10Now to the married I command, yet not I but the RLord: RA wife is not to depart from her husband.

11But even if she does depart, let her remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband. And a husband is not to divorce his wife.

12But to the rest I, not the Lord, say: If any brother has a wife who does not believe, and she is willing to live with him, let him not divorce her.

13And a woman who has a husband who does not believe, if he is willing to live with her, let her not divorce him.

14For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband; otherwise Ryour children would be unclean, but now they are holy.

15But if the unbeliever departs, let him depart; a brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases. But God has called us Rto peace.

16For how do you know, O wife, whether you will Rsave your husband? Or how do you know, O husband, whether you will save your wife?

Principle of Abiding in God’s Call

17But as God has distributed to each one, as the Lord has called each one, so let him walk. And so I ordain in all the churches.

18Was anyone called while circumcised? Let him not become uncircumcised. Was anyone called while uncircumcised? RLet him not be circumcised.

19Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing, but keeping the commandments of God is what matters.

20Let each one remain in the same calling in which he was called.

21Were you called while a slave? Do not be concerned about it; but if you can be made free, rather use it.

22For he who is called in the Lord while a slave is the Lord’s freedman. Likewise he who is called while free is Christ’s slave.

23RYou were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men.

24Brethren, let each one remain with God in that state in which he was called.

Principles for the Unmarried

25Now concerning virgins: RI have no commandment from the Lord; yet I give judgment as one whom the Lord in His mercy has made trustworthy.

26I suppose therefore that this is good because of the present distress—that it is good for a man to remain as he is:

27Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be loosed. Are you loosed from a wife? Do not seek a wife.

28But even if you do marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin marries, she has not sinned. Nevertheless such will have trouble in the flesh, but I would spare you.

29But Rthis I say, brethren, the time is short, so that from now on even those who have wives should be as though they had none, 

30those who weep as though they did not weep, those who rejoice as though they did not rejoice, those who buy as though they did not possess, 

31and those who use this world as not Rmisusing it. For Rthe form of this world is passing away.

32But I want you to be without Tcare. He who is unmarried cares for the things of the Lord—how he may please the Lord.

33But he who is married cares about the things of the world—how he may please his wife.

34There is* a difference between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman cares about the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit. But she who is married cares about the things of the world—how she may please her husband.

35And this I say for your own profit, not that I may put a leash on you, but for what is proper, and that you may serve the Lord without distraction.

36But if any man thinks he is behaving improperly toward his Tvirgin, if she is past the flower of youth, and thus it must be, let him do what he wishes. He does not sin; let them marry.

37Nevertheless he who stands steadfast in his heart, having no necessity, but has power over his own will, and has so determined in his heart that he will keep his virgin, * does well.

38RSo then he who gives her* in marriage does well, but he who does not give her in marriage does better.

Principles for Remarriage

39RA wife is bound by law as long as her husband lives; but if her husband dies, she is at liberty to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.

40But she is happier if she remains as she is, Raccording to my judgment—and I think I also have the Spirit of God.




CHAPTER 8

Principles of Liberty and the Weaker Brother

1Now concerning things offered to idols: We know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.

2And Rif anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know.

3But if anyone loves God, this one is known by Him.

4Therefore concerning the eating of things offered to idols, we know that Ran idol is nothing in the world, Rand that there is no other God but one.

5For even if there are Rso-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as there are many gods and many lords), 

6yet for us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we for Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and through whom we live.

7However, there is not in everyone that knowledge; for some, Rwith consciousness of the idol, until now eat it as a thing offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is Rdefiled.

8But Rfood does not commend us to God; for neither if we eat are we the better, nor if we do not eat are we the worse.

9But Rbeware lest somehow this liberty of yours become Ra stumbling block to those who are weak.

10For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will not the conscience of him who is weak be emboldened to eat those things offered to idols?

11And Rbecause of your knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?

12But Rwhen you thus sin against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ.

13Therefore, Rif food makes my brother stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble.




CHAPTER 9

Paul Lists His Rights as a Minister

1Am RI not an apostle? Am I not free? Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? Are you not my work in the Lord?

2If I am not an apostle to others, yet doubtless I am to you. For you are Rthe seal of my apostleship in the Lord.

3My defense to those who examine me is this:

4Do we have no right to eat and drink?

5Do we have no right to take along a believing wife, as do also the other apostles, the brothers of the Lord, and Cephas?

6Or is it only Barnabas and I Rwho have no right to refrain from working?

7Who ever goes to war at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat of its fruit? Or who tends a flock and does not drink of the milk of the flock?

8Do I say these things as a mere man? Or does not the law say the same also?

9For it is written in the law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain.”* Is it oxen God is concerned about?

10Or does He say it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written, that Rhe who plows should plow in hope, and he who threshes in hope should be partaker of his hope.

11RIf we have sown spiritual things for you, is it a great thing if we reap your material things?

12If others are partakers of this right over you, are we not even more? Nevertheless we have not used this right, but endure all things lest we hinder the gospel of Christ.

13Do you not know that those who minister the holy things eat of the things of the temple, and those who serve at the altar partake of the offerings of the altar?

14Even so Rthe Lord has commanded Rthat those who preach the gospel should live from the gospel.

Paul Limits His Rights for Ministry

15But RI have used none of these things, nor have I written these things that it should be done so to me; for Rit would be better for me to die than that anyone should make my boasting void.

16For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!

17For if I do this willingly, RI have a reward; but if against my will, I have been entrusted with a stewardship.

18What is my reward then? That when I preach the gospel, I may present the gospel of Christ* without charge, that I may not abuse my authority in the gospel.

19For though I am Rfree from all men, RI have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more;

20and Rto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, * that I might win those who are under the law;

21to those who are without law, as without law (not being without law toward God, * but under law toward Christ*), that I might win those who are without law;

22Rto the weak I became as* weak, that I might win the weak. RI have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.

23Now this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I may be partaker of it with you.

24Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it.

25And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for Ran imperishable crown.

26Therefore I run thus: Rnot with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air.

27RBut I discipline my body and Rbring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become Rdisqualified.




CHAPTER 10

Warning Against Forfeiting Liberty

1Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under Rthe cloud, all passed through Rthe sea, 

2all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 

3all ate the same spiritual food, 

4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ.

5But with most of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies Rwere scattered in the wilderness.

6Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted.

7RAnd do not become idolaters as were some of them. As it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.”*

8Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as some of them did, and Rin one day twenty-three thousand fell;

9nor let us Ttempt Christ, as Rsome of them also tempted, and Rwere destroyed by serpents;

10nor complain, as Rsome of them also complained, and Rwere destroyed by Rthe destroyer.

11Now all* these things happened to them as examples, and Rthey were written for our admonition, Rupon whom the ends of the ages have come.

12Therefore Rlet him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.

13No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.

Exhortation to Use Liberty to Glorify God

14Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.

15I speak as to Rwise men; judge for yourselves what I say.

16The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?

17For Rwe, though many, are one bread and one body; for we all partake of that one bread.

18Observe RIsrael Rafter the flesh: RAre not those who eat of the sacrifices partakers of the altar?

19What am I saying then? RThat an idol is anything, or what is offered to idols is anything?

20Rather, that the things which the Gentiles Rsacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do not want you to have fellowship with demons.

21RYou cannot drink the cup of the Lord and Rthe cup of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord’s table and of the table of demons.

22Or do we Rprovoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than He?

23All things are lawful for me, * but not all things are Rhelpful; all things are lawful for me, * but not all things edify.

24Let no one seek his own, but each one Rthe other’s well-being.

25REat whatever is sold in the meat market, asking no questions for conscience’ sake;

26for “the earth is the LORD’s, and all its fullness.”*

27If any of those who do not believe invites you to dinner, and you desire to go, Reat whatever is set before you, asking no question for conscience’ sake.

28But if anyone says to you, “This was offered to idols, ” do not eat it Rfor the sake of the one who told you, and for conscience’ sake;* for “the earth is the LORD’s, and all its fullness.”*

29“Conscience, ” I say, not your own, but that of the other. For why is my liberty judged by another man’s conscience?

30But if I partake with thanks, why am I evil spoken of for the food Rover which I give thanks?

31Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

32Give no offense, either to the Jews or to the Greeks or to the church of God, 

33just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved.




CHAPTER 11

1Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.

Principles of Public Prayer

2Now I praise you, brethren, that you remember me in all things and keep the traditions just as I delivered them to you.

3But I want you to know that the head of every man is Christ, the head of woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.

4Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonors his head.

5But every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head, for that is one and the same as if her head were Rshaved.

6For if a woman is not covered, let her also be shorn. But if it is Rshameful for a woman to be shorn or shaved, let her be covered.

7For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God; but woman is the glory of man.

8For man is not from woman, but woman Rfrom man.

9Nor was man created for the woman, but woman Rfor the man.

10For this reason the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels.

11Nevertheless, Rneither is man independent of woman, nor woman independent of man, in the Lord.

12For as woman came from man, even so man also comes through woman; but all things are from God.

13Judge among yourselves. Is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered?

14Does not even nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonor to him?

15But if a woman has long hair, it is a glory to her; for her hair is given to her* for a covering.

16But Rif anyone seems to be contentious, we have no such custom, Rnor do the churches of God.

Rebuke of Disorders at the Lord’s Supper

17Now in giving these instructions I do not praise you, since you come together not for the better but for the worse.

18For first of all, when you come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you, and in part I believe it.

19For there must also be factions among you, Rthat those who are approved may be recognized among you.

20Therefore when you come together in one place, it is not to eat the Lord’s Supper.

21For in eating, each one takes his own supper ahead of others; and one is hungry and Ranother is drunk.

22What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise Rthe church of God and shame those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you in this? I do not praise you.

23For RI received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: Rthat the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread;

24and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat;* this is My body which is broken* for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”

25In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

26For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death Rtill He comes.

27Therefore whoever eats Rthis bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood* of the Lord.

28But Rlet a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.

29For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner* eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s* body.

30For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many Tsleep.

31For Rif we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged.

32But when we are judged, Rwe are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world.

33Therefore, my brethren, when you come together to eat, wait for one another.

34But if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, lest you come together for judgment. And the rest I will set in order when I come.




CHAPTER 12

Test of the Spirit’s Control

1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant:

2You know Rthat* you were Gentiles, carried away to these Rdumb idols, however you were led.

3Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and Rno one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.

Diversity of the Gifts

4RThere are diversities of gifts, but Rthe same Spirit.

5RThere are differences of ministries, but the same Lord.

6And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all.

7But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:

8for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 

9Rto another faith by the same Spirit, to another Rgifts of healings by the same* Spirit, 

10Rto another the working of miracles, to another Rprophecy, to another Rdiscerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.

11But one and the same Spirit works all these things, Rdistributing to each one individually Ras He wills.

Importance of All Gifts

12For Ras the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, Rso also is Christ.

13For Rby one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into* one Spirit.

14For in fact the body is not one member but many.

15If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body, ” is it therefore not of the body?

16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body, ” is it therefore not of the body?

17If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling?

18But now RGod has set the members, each one of them, in the body Rjust as He pleased.

19And if they were all one member, where would the body be?

20But now indeed there are many members, yet one body.

21And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.”

22No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary.

23And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty, 

24but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, 

25that there should be no Tschism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another.

26And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.

27Now Ryou are the body of Christ, and Rmembers individually.

28And RGod has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, Rhelps, administrations, varieties of tongues.

29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles?

30Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?

31But earnestly desire the best* gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.




CHAPTER 13

Exercise Gifts with Love

1Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.

2And though I have the gift of Rprophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.

3And Rthough I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, * but have not love, it profits me nothing.

4RLove suffers long and is Rkind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up;

5does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil;

6Rdoes not rejoice in iniquity, but Rrejoices in the truth;

7bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away.

9RFor we know in part and we prophesy in part.

10But when that which is Tperfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away.

11When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things.

12For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.

13And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.




CHAPTER 14

Superiority of Prophecy

1Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.

2For he who Rspeaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries.

3But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men.

4He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church.

5I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for* he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification.

6But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you unless I speak to you either by Rrevelation, by knowledge, by prophesying, or by teaching?

Gift of Tongues

7Even things without life, whether flute or harp, when they make a sound, unless they make a distinction in the sounds, how will it be known what is piped or played?

8For if the trumpet makes an uncertain sound, who will prepare for battle?

9So likewise you, unless you utter by the tongue words easy to understand, how will it be known what is spoken? For you will be speaking into the air.

10There are, it may be, so many kinds of languages in the world, and none of them is without Tsignificance.

11Therefore, if I do not know the meaning of the language, I shall be a Tforeigner to him who speaks, and he who speaks will be a foreigner to me.

12Even so you, since you are Tzealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel.

13Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret.

14For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful.

15What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding.

16Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who occupies the place of the uninformed say “Amen” Rat your giving of thanks, since he does not understand what you say?

17For you indeed give thanks well, but the other is not edified.

18I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all;

19yet in the church I would rather speak five words with my understanding, that I may teach others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue.

20Brethren, Rdo not be children in understanding; however, in malice be babes, but in understanding be mature.

21RIn the law it is written:

“With men of other tongues and other lips

I will speak to this people;

And yet, for all that, they will not hear Me, ”* says the Lord.

22Therefore tongues are for a Rsign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophesying is not for unbelievers but for those who believe.

23Therefore if the whole church comes together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those who are uninformed or unbelievers, Rwill they not say that you are out of your mind?

24But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all.

25And thus* the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and report Rthat God is truly among you.

Exercising Gifts in Public Worship

26How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, Rhas a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.

27If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most three, each in turn, and let one interpret.

28But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak to himself and to God.

29Let two or three prophets speak, and Rlet the others judge.

30But if anything is revealed to another who sits by, let the first keep silent.

31For you can all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be encouraged.

32And Rthe spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.

33For God is not the author of Tconfusion but of peace, Ras in all the churches of the saints.

34RLet your* women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but they are to be submissive, as the Rlaw also says.

35And if they want to learn something, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is shameful for women to speak in church.

36Or did the word of God come originally from you? Or was it you only that it reached?

37RIf anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord.

38But if anyone is ignorant, let him be ignorant.*

39Therefore, brethren, Rdesire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues.

40RLet all things be done decently and in order.




CHAPTER 15

Fact of Christ’s Resurrection

1Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel Rwhich I preached to you, which also you received and Rin which you stand, 

2by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.

3For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 

4and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day Raccording to the Scriptures, 

5Rand that He was seen by TCephas, then Rby the twelve.

6After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have Tfallen asleep.

7After that He was seen by James, then Rby all the apostles.

8RThen last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time.

9For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.

10But Rby the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, Ryet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.

11Therefore, whether it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.

Importance of Christ’s Resurrection

12Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?

13But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen.

14And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty.

15Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up—if in fact the dead do not rise.

16For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen.

17And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; Ryou are still in your sins!

18Then also those who have Tfallen Rasleep in Christ have perished.

19If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable.

Order of the Resurrections

20But now RChrist is risen from the dead, and has become Rthe firstfruits of those who have Tfallen asleep.

21For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead.

22For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall Rbe made alive.

23But Reach one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming.

24Then comes the end, when He delivers Rthe kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power.

25For He must reign Rtill He has put all enemies under His feet.

26RThe last enemy that will be destroyed is death.

27For “He has put all things under His feet.”* But when He says “all things are put under Him, ” it is evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted.

28RNow when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all.

Moral Implications of Christ’s Resurrection

29Otherwise, what will they do who are baptized for the dead, if the dead do not rise at all? Why then are they baptized for the dead?

30And Rwhy do we stand in Tjeopardy every hour?

31I affirm, by the boasting in you which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily.

32If, in the manner of men, RI have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantage is it to me? If the dead do not rise, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die!”*

33Do not be deceived: R“Evil company corrupts good habits.”

34Awake to righteousness, and do not sin; for some do not have the knowledge of God. I speak this to your shame.

Bodies of the Resurrected Dead

35But someone will say, R“How are the dead raised up? And with what body do they come?”

36Foolish one, Rwhat you sow is not made alive unless it dies.

37And what you sow, you do not sow that body that shall be, but mere grain—perhaps wheat or some other grain.

38But God gives it a body as He pleases, and to each seed its own body.

39All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one kind of flesh* of men, another flesh of animals, another of fish, and another of birds.

40There are also Tcelestial bodies and Tterrestrial bodies; but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another.

41There is one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for one star differs from another star in glory.

42RSo also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption.

43RIt is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power.

44It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.

45And so it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being.”* RThe last Adam became a life-giving spirit.

46However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual.

47RThe first man was of the earth, Rmade of dust; the second Man is the Lord* Rfrom heaven.

48As was the Tman of dust, so also are those who are Tmade of dust; Rand as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly.

49And Ras we have borne the image of the man of dust, Rwe shall also bear* the image of the heavenly Man.

50Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption.

Bodies of the Translated Living

51Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed—

52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

53For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and Rthis mortal must put on immortality.

54So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.”*

55“O Death, where is your sting?*

O Hades, where is your victory?”*

56The sting of death is sin, and Rthe strength of sin is the law.

57But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

58RTherefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.




CHAPTER 16

Counsel Concerning the Collection for Jerusalem

1Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also:

2ROn the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.

3And when I come, Rwhomever you approve by your letters I will send to bear your gift to Jerusalem.

4RBut if it is fitting that I go also, they will go with me.

Conclusion

5Now I will come to you Rwhen I pass through Macedonia (for I am passing through Macedonia).

6And it may be that I will remain, or even spend the winter with you, that you may send me on my journey, wherever I go.

7For I do not wish to see you now on the way; but I hope to stay a while with you, Rif the Lord permits.

8But I will tarry in Ephesus until RPentecost.

9For Ra great and effective door has opened to me, and Rthere are many adversaries.

10And Rif Timothy comes, see that he may be with you without fear; for he does the work of the Lord, as I also do.

11RTherefore let no one despise him. But send him on his journey Rin peace, that he may come to me; for I am waiting for him with the brethren.

12Now concerning our brother RApollos, I strongly urged him to come to you with the brethren, but he was quite unwilling to come at this time; however, he will come when he has a convenient time.

13RWatch, Rstand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong.

14Let all that you do be done with love.

15I urge you, brethren—you know the household of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have devoted themselves to the ministry of the saints—

16that you also submit to such, and to everyone who works and labors with us.

17I am glad about the coming of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, Rfor what was lacking on your part they supplied.

18RFor they refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore acknowledge such men.

19The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and Priscilla greet you heartily in the Lord, with the church that is in their house.

20All the brethren greet you. RGreet one another with a holy kiss.

21RThe salutation with my own hand—Paul’s.

22If anyone Rdoes not love the Lord Jesus Christ, Rlet him be accursed.* RO Lord, come!*

23RThe grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

24My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.




The Second Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Corinthians
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THE BOOK OF 2 CORINTHIANS

Since Paul’s first letter, the Corinthian church had been swayed by false teachers who stirred the people against Paul. They claimed he was fickle, proud, unimpressive in appearance and speech, dishonest, and unqualified as an apostle of Jesus Christ. Paul sent Titus to Corinth to deal with these difficulties, and upon his return, rejoiced to hear of the Corinthians’ change of heart. Paul wrote this letter to express his thanksgiving for the repentant majority and to appeal to the rebellious minority to accept his authority. Throughout the book he defends his conduct, character, and calling as an apostle of Jesus Christ.

To distinguish this epistle from 1 Corinthians, it was given the title Pros Korinthious B, the “Second to the Corinthians.” The A and B were probably later additions to Pros Korinthious.
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THE AUTHOR OF 2 CORINTHIANS

External and internal evidence amply support the Pauline authorship of this letter. As with Romans, the problem of 2 Corinthians is with its lack of unity, not with its authorship. Many critics theorize that chapters 10–13 were not a part of this letter in its original form because their tone contrasts with that of chapters 1–9. It is held that the sudden change from a spirit of joy and comfort to a spirit of concern and self-defense points to a “seam” between two different letters. Many hypotheses have been advanced to explain the problem, but the most popular is that chapters 10–13 belong to a lost letter referred to in 2:4. Several problems arise with these attempts to dissect 2 Corinthians. Chapters 10–13 do not fit Paul’s description of the “lost” letter of 2:4 because they are firm but not sorrowful and because they do not refer to the offender about whom that letter was written (2:5–11). Also, this earlier material would have been appended at the beginning of 2 Corinthians, not at the end. There is simply no external (manuscripts, church fathers, tradition) or internal basis for challenging the unity of this epistle. The difference in tone between 1–9 and 10–13 is easily explained by the change of focus from the repentant majority to the rebellious minority.
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THE TIME OF 2 CORINTHIANS

Part of the background of 2 Corinthians can be found in “The Time of 1 Corinthians.” Paul was in Ephesus when he wrote 1 Corinthians and expected Timothy to visit Corinth and return to him (1 Cor. 16:10–11). Timothy apparently brought Paul a report of the opposition that had developed against him in Corinth, and Paul made a brief and painful visit to the Corinthians (this visit is not mentioned in Acts, but it can be inferred from 2 Cor. 2:1; 12:14; 13:1, 2). Upon returning to Ephesus, Paul regretfully wrote his sorrowful letter to urge the church to discipline the leader of the opposition (2:1–11; 7:8). Titus carried this letter. Paul, anxious to learn the results, went to Troas and then to Macedonia to meet Titus on his return trip (2:12, 13; 7:5–16). Paul was greatly relieved by Titus’s report that the majority of the Corinthians had repented of their rebelliousness against Paul’s apostolic authority. However, a minority opposition still persisted, evidently led by a group of Judaizers (10–13). There in Macedonia Paul wrote 2 Corinthians and sent it with Titus and another brother (8:16–24). This took place late in A.D. 56, and the Macedonian city from which it was written may have been Philippi. Paul then made his third trip to Corinth (12:14; 13:1, 2; Acts 20:1–3) where he wrote his letter to the Romans.

There is an alternate view that the anguished letter of 2:4 and 7:8 is, in fact, 1 Corinthians and not a lost letter. This would require that the offender of 2 Corinthians 2:5–11 and 7:12 be identified with the offender of 1 Corinthians 5.
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THE CHRIST OF 2 CORINTHIANS

Christ is presented as the believer’s comfort (1:5), triumph (2:14), Lord (4:5), light (4:6), judge (5:10), reconciliation (5:19), substitute (5:21), gift (9:15), owner (10:7), and power (12:9).
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KEYS TO 2 CORINTHIANS

Key Word: Paul’s Defense of His Ministry—The major theme of 2 Corinthians is Paul’s defense of his apostolic credentials and authority. This is especially evident in the portion directed to the still rebellious minority (10–13), but the theme of vindication is also clear in chapters 1–9. Certain false apostles had mounted an effective campaign against Paul in the church at Corinth, and Paul was forced to take a number of steps to overcome the opposition. This epistle expresses the apostle’s joy over the triumph of the true gospel in Corinth (1–7), and it acknowledges the godly sorrow and repentance of the bulk of the believers. It also urges the Corinthians to fulfill their promise of making a liberal contribution for the poor among the Christians in Judea (8 and 9). This collection would not only assist the poor, but it would also demonstrate the concern of Gentile Christians in Macedonia and Achaia for Jewish Christians in Judea, thus displaying the unity of Jews and Gentiles in the body of Christ.

The opposition addressed in chapters 10–13 apparently consists of Jews (Palestinian or Hellenistic; 11:22) who claim to be apostles (11:5, 13; 12:11) but who preach a false gospel (11:4) and are enslaving in their leadership (11:20). Chapters 10–13 are intended to expose these “false apostles” (11:13) and defend Paul’s God-given authority and ministry as an apostle of Jesus Christ.

Key Verses: 2 Corinthians 4:5, 6 and 5:17–19—“For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (4:5, 6).

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation” (5:17–19).

Key Chapters: 2 Corinthians 8 and 9—Chapters 8 and 9 are really one unit and comprise the most complete revelation of God’s plan for giving found anywhere in the Scriptures. Contained therein are the principles for giving (8:1–6), the purposes for giving (8:7–15), the policies to be followed in giving (8:16–9:5), and the promises to be realized in giving (9:6–15).
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SURVEY OF 2 CORINTHIANS

Second Corinthians describes the anatomy of an apostle. The Corinthian church has been swayed by false teachers who have stirred the people against Paul, especially in response to 1 Corinthians, Paul’s disciplinary letter. Throughout this letter (2 Corinthians) Paul defends his apostolic conduct, character, and call. The three major sections are: Paul’s explanation of his ministry (1–7); Paul’s collection for the saints (8 and 9); and Paul’s vindication of his apostleship (10–13).

Paul’s Explanation of His Ministry (1–7): After his salutation and thanksgiving for God’s comfort in his afflictions and perils (1:1–11), Paul explains why he has delayed his planned visit to Corinth. It is not a matter of vacillation: the apostle wants them to have enough time to repent (1:12–2:4). Paul graciously asks them to restore the repentant offender to fellowship (2:5–13). At this point, Paul embarks on an extended defense of his ministry in terms of his message, circumstances, motives, and conduct (2:14–6:10). He then admonishes the believers to separate themselves from defilement (6:11–7:1) and expresses his comfort at Titus’s news of their change of heart (7:2–16).

Paul’s Collection for the Saints (8 and 9): This is the longest discussion of the principles and practice of giving in the New Testament. The example of the Macedonians’ liberal giving for the needy brethren in Jerusalem (8:1–6) is followed by an appeal to the Corinthians to keep their promise by doing the same (8:7–9:15). In this connection, Paul commends the messengers he has sent to Corinth to make arrangements for the large gift they have promised. Their generosity will be more than amply rewarded by God.

Paul’s Vindication of His Apostleship (10–13): Paul concludes this epistle with a defense of his apostolic authority and credentials that is directed to the still rebellious minority in the Corinthian church. His meekness in their presence in no way diminishes his authority as an apostle (10). To demonstrate his apostolic credentials, Paul is forced to boast about his knowledge, integrity, accomplishments, sufferings, visions, and miracles (11:1–12:13). He reveals his plans to visit them for the third time and urges them to repent so that he will not have to use severity when he comes (12:14–13:10). The letter ends with exhortations, greetings, and a benediction (13:11–14).
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OUTLINE OF 2 CORINTHIANS

Part One: Paul’s Explanation of His Ministry (1:1–7:16)

I. Introduction … 1:1–11

A. Paul’s Thanksgiving to God … 1:1–7

B. Paul’s Trouble in Asia … 1:8–11

II. Paul’s Explanation of His Change of Plans … 1:12–2:13

A. Paul’s Original Plan … 1:12–22

B. Paul’s Change of Plans … 1:23–2:4

C. Paul’s Appeal to Forgive … 2:5–13

III. Paul’s Philosophy of Ministry … 2:14–6:10

A. Christ Causes Us to Triumph … 2:14–17

B. Changed Lives Prove Ministry … 3:1–5

C. New Covenant Is the Basis of Ministry … 3:6–18

D. Christ Is the Theme of Ministry … 4:1–7

E. Trials Abound in the Ministry … 4:8–15

F. Motivation in the Ministry … 4:16–5:21

1. Motivation of External Perspective … 4:16–18

2. Motivation of the Future Presence of Christ … 5:1–8

3. Motivation of Future Reward … 5:9, 10

4. Motivation of the Love of Christ … 5:11–16

5. Motivation of the Message of Reconciliation … 5:17–21

G. Giving No Offense in the Ministry … 6:1–10

IV. Paul’s Exhortations to the Corinthians … 6:11–7:16

A. Paul’s Appeal for Reconciliation … 6:11–13

B. Paul’s Appeal for Separation from Unbelievers … 6:14–7:1

C. Paul’s Meeting with Titus … 7:2–7

D. Corinthians’ Response to Paul’s Letter … 7:8–16

Part Two: Paul’s Collection for the Saints (8:1–9:15)

I. Example of the Macedonians … 8:1–6

II. Exhortation to the Corinthians … 8:7–9:15

A. Example of Christ … 8:7–9

B. Purpose of Giving … 8:10–15

C. Explanation of the Delegation … 8:16–9:5

1. Policies in Giving … 8:16–24

2. Readiness in Giving … 9:1–5

D. Exhortation to Giving … 9:6–15

1. Principles in Giving … 9:6, 7

2. Promises from Giving … 9:8–15

Part Three: Paul’s Vindication of His Apostleship (10:1–13:14)

I. Paul Answers His Accusers … 10:1–18

A. The Charge of Cowardice Is Answered … 10:1, 2

B. The Charge of Walking in the Flesh Is Answered … 10:3–9

C. The Charge of Personal Weakness Is Answered … 10:10–18

II. Paul Defends His Apostleship … 11:1–12:13

A. Paul’s Declaration of His Apostleship … 11:1–15

B. Paul’s Sufferings Support His Apostleship … 11:16–33

C. Paul’s Revelations Support His Apostleship … 12:1–10

1. Vision of Paradise … 12:1–6

2. Thorn in the Flesh … 12:7–10

D. Paul’s Signs Support His Apostleship … 12:11–13

III. Paul Announces His Upcoming Visit … 12:14–13:10

A. Paul’s Concern Not to Be a Financial Burden … 12:14–18

B. Paul’s Concern Not to Find Them Carnal … 12:19–21

C. Paul’s Warning to Examine Yourselves … 13:1–10

IV. Conclusion … 13:11–14




CHAPTER 1

Paul’s Thanksgiving to God

1Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

To the church of God which is at Corinth, Rwith all the saints who are in all Achaia:

2RGrace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3RBlessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 

4who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.

5For as Rthe sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our Tconsolation also abounds through Christ.

6Now if we are afflicted, Rit is for your consolation and salvation, which is effective for enduring the same sufferings which we also suffer. Or if we are comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation.

7And our hope for you is steadfast, because we know that Ras you are partakers of the sufferings, so also you will partake of the consolation.

Paul’s Trouble in Asia

8For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of Rour Ttrouble which came to us in Asia: that we were burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we despaired even of life.

9Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead, 

10Rwho delivered us from so great a death, and does* deliver us; in whom we trust that He will still deliver us, 

11you also Rhelping together in prayer for us, that thanks may be given by many persons on our* behalf Rfor the gift granted to us through many.

Paul’s Original Plan

12For our boasting is this: the testimony of our conscience that we conducted ourselves in the world in simplicity and Rgodly sincerity, Rnot with fleshly wisdom but by the grace of God, and more abundantly toward you.

13For we are not writing any other things to you than what you read or understand. Now I trust you will understand, even to the end

14(as also you have understood us in part), that we are your boast as you also are ours, in the day of the Lord Jesus.

15And in this confidence RI intended to come to you before, that you might have Ra second benefit—

16to pass by way of you to Macedonia, to come again from Macedonia to you, and be helped by you on my way to Judea.

17Therefore, when I was planning this, did I do it lightly? Or the things I plan, do I plan Raccording to the flesh, that with me there should be Yes, Yes, and No, No?

18But as God is Rfaithful, our Tword to you was not Yes and No.

19For Rthe Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us—by me, RSilvanus, and Timothy—was not Yes and No, but in Him was Yes.

20RFor all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.

21Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God, 

22who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.

Paul’s Change of Plans

23Moreover RI call God as witness against my soul, Rthat to spare you I came no more to Corinth.

24Not Rthat we have dominion over your faith, but are fellow workers for your joy; for Rby faith you stand.




CHAPTER 2

1But I determined this within myself, Rthat I would not come again to you in sorrow.

2For if I make you Rsorrowful, then who is he who makes me glad but the one who is made sorrowful by me?

3And I wrote this very thing to you, lest, when I came, RI should have sorrow over those from whom I ought to have joy, Rhaving confidence in you all that my joy is the joy of you all.

4For out of much Taffliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you, with many tears, Rnot that you should be grieved, but that you might know the love which I have so abundantly for you.

Paul’s Appeal to Forgive

5But Rif anyone has caused grief, he has not grieved me, but all of you to some extent—not to be too severe.

6This punishment which was inflicted by the majority is sufficient for such a man, 

7Rso that, on the contrary, you ought rather to forgive and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one be swallowed up with too much sorrow.

8Therefore I urge you to reaffirm your love to him.

9For to this end I also wrote, that I might put you to the test, whether you are Robedient in all things.

10Now whom you forgive anything, I also forgive. For if indeed I have forgiven anything, I have forgiven that one* for your sakes in the presence of Christ, 

11lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.

12Furthermore, Rwhen I came to Troas to preach Christ’s gospel, and a door was opened to me by the Lord, 

13I had no rest in my spirit, because I did not find Titus my brother; but taking my leave of them, I departed for Macedonia.

Christ Causes Us to Triumph

14Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us Tdiffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place.

15For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing.

16RTo the one we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to life. And Rwho is sufficient for these things?

17For we are not, as so many, * RpeddlingT the word of God; but as Rof sincerity, but as from God, we speak in the sight of God in Christ.




CHAPTER 3

Changed Lives Prove Ministry

1Do we begin again to commend ourselves? Or do we need, as some others, Repistles of commendation to you or letters of commendation from you?

2You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all men;

3clearly you are an epistle of Christ, Rministered by us, written not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not Ron tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart.

4And we have such trust through Christ toward God.

5Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God, 

New Covenant Is the Basis of Ministry

6who also made us sufficient as Rministers of Rthe new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit;* for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

7But if Rthe ministry of death, Rwritten and engraved on stones, was glorious, Rso that the children of Israel could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of the glory of his countenance, which glory was passing away, 

8how will Rthe ministry of the Spirit not be more glorious?

9For if the ministry of condemnation had glory, the ministry Rof righteousness exceeds much more in glory.

10For even what was made glorious had no glory in this respect, because of the glory that excels.

11For if what is passing away was glorious, what remains is much more glorious.

12Therefore, since we have such hope, Rwe use great boldness of speech—

13unlike Moses, Rwho put a veil over his face so that the children of Israel could not look steadily at Rthe end of what was passing away.

14RBut their minds were blinded. For until this day the same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old Testament, because the veil is taken away in Christ.

15But even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart.

16Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord, Rthe veil is taken away.

17Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

18But we all, with unveiled face, beholding Ras in a mirror Rthe glory of the Lord, Rare being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.




CHAPTER 4

Christ Is the Theme of Ministry

1Therefore, since we have this ministry, Ras we have received mercy, we Rdo not lose heart.

2But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth Rcommending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.

3But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 

4whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.

5RFor we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake.

6For it is the God Rwho commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has Rshone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

7But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, Rthat the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us.

Trials Abound in the Ministry

8We are Rhard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;

9persecuted, but not forsaken; Rstruck down, but not destroyed—

10always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.

11For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.

12So then death is working in us, but life in you.

13And since we have Rthe same spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I believed and therefore I spoke, ”* we also believe and therefore speak, 

14knowing that RHe who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus, and will present us with you.

15For Rall things are for your sakes, that Rgrace, having spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God.

Motivation of External Perspective

16Therefore we Rdo not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is Rbeing renewed day by day.

17For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 

18Rwhile we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.




CHAPTER 5

Motivation of the Future Presence of Christ

1For we know that if Rour earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house Rnot made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

2For in this Rwe groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our Thabitation which is from heaven, 

3if indeed, Rhaving been clothed, we shall not be found naked.

4For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, Rbut further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life.

5Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also Rhas given us the Spirit as a guarantee.

6So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord.

7For we walk by faith, not by sight.

8We are confident, yes, Rwell pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.

Motivation of Future Reward

9Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him.

10RFor we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, Rthat each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

Motivation of the Love of Christ

11Knowing, therefore, Rthe terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences.

12For Rwe do not commend ourselves again to you, but give you opportunity Rto boast on our behalf, that you may have an answer for those who boast in appearance and not in heart.

13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; or if we are of sound mind, it is for you.

14For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that Rif One died for all, then all died;

15and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.

16Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer.

Motivation of the Message of Reconciliation

17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.

18Now all things are of God, Rwho has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 

19that is, that RGod was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.

20Now then, we are Rambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.

21For RHe made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.




CHAPTER 6

Giving No Offense in the Ministry

1We then, as Rworkers together with Him also Rplead with you not to receive the grace of God in vain.

2For He says:

“In an acceptable time I have heard you,

And in the day of salvation I have helped you.”*

Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.

3RWe give no offense in anything, that our ministry may not be blamed.

4But in all things we commend ourselves as ministers of God: in much patience, in tribulations, in needs, in distresses, 

5Rin stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in fastings;

6by purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by Tsincere love, 

7Rby the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 

8by honor and dishonor, by evil report and good report; as deceivers, and yet true;

9as unknown, and Ryet well known; as dying, and behold we live; Ras chastened, and yet not killed;

10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.

Paul’s Appeal for Reconciliation

11O Corinthians! We have spoken openly to you, Rour heart is wide open.





12You are not restricted by us, but you are restricted by your own affections.

13Now in return for the same R(I speak as to children), you also be open.

Paul’s Appeal for Separation from Unbelievers

14Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness?

15And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever?

16And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you* are the temple of the living God. As God has said:

“I will dwell in them

And walk among them.

I will be their God,

And they shall be My people.”*

17Therefore

“Come out from among them

And be separate, says the Lord.

Do not touch what is unclean,

And I will receive you.”*

18“I will be a Father to you,

And you shall be My Rsons and daughters,

Says the LORD Almighty.”*




CHAPTER 7

1Therefore, R having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

Paul’s Meeting with Titus

2Open your hearts to us. We have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, Rwe have cheated no one.

3I do not say this to condemn; for RI have said before that you are in our hearts, to die together and to live together.

4Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great is my boasting on your behalf. RI am filled with comfort. I am exceedingly joyful in all our tribulation.

5For indeed, Rwhen we came to Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we were troubled on every side. ROutside were conflicts, inside were fears.

6Nevertheless RGod, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by Rthe coming of Titus, 

7and not only by his coming, but also by the Tconsolation with which he was comforted in you, when he told us of your earnest desire, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced even more.

Corinthians’ Response to Paul’s Letter

8For even if I made you sorry with my letter, I do not regret it; though I did regret it. For I perceive that the same epistle made you sorry, though only for a while.

9Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance. For you were made sorry in a godly manner, that you might suffer loss from us in nothing.

10For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death.

11For observe this very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner: What diligence it produced in you, what Rclearing of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what vehement desire, what zeal, what vindication! In all things you proved yourselves to be Rclear in this matter.

12Therefore, although I wrote to you, I did not do it for the sake of him who had done the wrong, nor for the sake of him who suffered wrong, Rbut that our care for you in the sight of God might appear to you.

13Therefore we have been comforted in your comfort. And we rejoiced exceedingly more for the joy of Titus, because his spirit Rhas been refreshed by you all.

14For if in anything I have boasted to him about you, I am not ashamed. But as we spoke all things to you in truth, even so our boasting to Titus was found true.

15And his affections are greater for you as he remembers the obedience of you all, how with fear and trembling you received him.

16Therefore I rejoice that RI have confidence in you in everything.




CHAPTER 8

Example of the Macedonians

1Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia:

2that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and Rtheir deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality.

3For I bear witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely willing, 

4imploring us with much urgency that we would receive* the gift and the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.

5And not only as we had hoped, but they first Rgave themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will of God.

6So Rwe urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also complete this grace in you as well.

Example of Christ

7But as Ryou abound in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and in your love for us—see that you abound in this grace also.

8RI speak not by commandment, but I am testing the sincerity of your love by the diligence of others.

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.

Purpose of Giving

10And in this I give advice: It is to your advantage not only to be doing what you began and were desiring to do a year ago;

11but now you also must complete the doing of it; that as there was a readiness to desire it, so there also may be a completion out of what you have.

12For if there is first a willing mind, it is accepted according to what one has, and not according to what he does not have.

13For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened;

14but by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may supply their lack, that their abundance also may supply your lack—that there may be equality.

15As it is written, “He who gathered much had nothing left over, and he who gathered little had no lack.”*

Policies in Giving

16But thanks be to God who puts* the same earnest care for you into the heart of Titus.

17For he not only accepted the exhortation, but being more diligent, he went to you of his own accord.

18And we have sent with him Rthe brother whose praise is in the gospel throughout all the churches, 

19and not only that, but who was also Rchosen by the churches to travel with us with this gift, which is administered by us Rto the glory of the Lord Himself and to show your ready mind, 

20avoiding this: that anyone should blame us in this lavish gift which is administered by us—

21Rproviding honorable things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.

22And we have sent with them our brother whom we have often proved diligent in many things, but now much more diligent, because of the great confidence which we have in you.

23If anyone inquires about RTitus, he is my partner and fellow worker concerning you. Or if our brethren are inquired about, they are Rmessengers of the churches, the glory of Christ.

24Therefore show to them, and* before the churches, the proof of your love and of our Rboasting on your behalf.




CHAPTER 9

Readiness in Giving

1Now concerning Rthe ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you;

2for I know your willingness, about which I boast of you to the Macedonians, that Achaia was ready a Ryear ago; and your zeal has stirred up the majority.

3Yet I have sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this respect, that, as I said, you may be ready;

4lest if some Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we (not to mention you!) should be ashamed of this confident boasting.*

5Therefore I thought it necessary to Texhort the brethren to go to you ahead of time, and prepare your generous gift beforehand, which you had previously promised, that it may be ready as a matter of generosity and not as a grudging obligation.

Principles in Giving

6But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.

7So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, Rnot grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.

Promises from Giving

8And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.

9As it is written:

“He has dispersed abroad,

He has given to the poor;

His righteousness endures forever.”*

10Now may* He who Rsupplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness, 

11while you are enriched in everything for all liberality, Rwhich causes thanksgiving through us to God.

12For the administration of this service not only Rsupplies the needs of the saints, but also is abounding through many thanksgivings to God, 

13while, through the proof of this ministry, they Rglorify God for the obedience of your confession to the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal Rsharing with them and all men, 

14and by their prayer for you, who long for you because of the exceeding Rgrace of God in you.

15Thanks be to God Rfor His indescribable gift!




CHAPTER 10

The Charge of Cowardice Is Answered

1Now I, Paul, myself am pleading with you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—who in presence am lowly among you, but being absent am bold toward you.

2But I beg you Rthat when I am present I may not be bold with that confidence by which I intend to be bold against some, who think of us as if we walked according to the flesh.

The Charge of Walking in the Flesh Is Answered

3For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh.

4RFor the weapons Rof our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God Rfor pulling down strongholds, 

5casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 

6and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.

7Do you look at things according to the outward appearance? If anyone is convinced in himself that he is Christ’s, let him again consider this in himself, that just as he is Christ’s, even so we are Christ’s.*

8For even if I should boast somewhat more about our authority, which the Lord gave us* for edification and not for your destruction, I shall not be ashamed—

9lest I seem to terrify you by letters.

The Charge of Personal Weakness Is Answered

10“For his letters, ” they say, “are weighty and powerful, but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible.”

11Let such a person consider this, that what we are in word by letters when we are absent, such we will also be in deed when we are present.

12RFor we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves with those who commend themselves. But they, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.

13RWe, however, will not boast beyond measure, but within the limits of the sphere which God appointed us—a sphere which especially includes you.

14For we are not overextending ourselves (as though our authority did not extend to you), Rfor it was to you that we came with the gospel of Christ;

15not boasting of things beyond measure, that is, Rin other men’s labors, but having hope, that as your faith is increased, we shall be greatly enlarged by you in our sphere, 

16to preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, and not to boast in another man’s sphere of accomplishment.

17But “he who glories, let him glory in the LORD.”*

18For not he who commends himself is approved, but whom the Lord commends.




CHAPTER 11

Paul’s Declaration of His Apostleship

1Oh, that you would bear with me in a little Rfolly—and indeed you do bear with me.

2For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For RI have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you Ras a chaste virgin to Christ.

3But I fear, lest somehow, as Rthe serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds Rmay be corrupted from the simplicity* that is in Christ.

4For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a Rdifferent gospel which you have not accepted—you may well put up with it!

5For I consider that I am not at all inferior to the most eminent apostles.

6Even though RI am untrained in speech, yet I am not Rin knowledge. But Rwe have been thoroughly manifested* among you in all things.

7Did I commit sin in Thumbling myself that you might be exalted, because I preached the gospel of God to you Rfree of charge?

8I robbed other churches, taking wages from them to minister to you.

9And when I was present with you, and in need, RI was a burden to no one, for what I lacked Rthe brethren who came from Macedonia supplied. And in everything I kept myself from being burdensome to you, and so I will keep myself.

10RAs the truth of Christ is in me, Rno one shall stop me from this boasting in the regions of Achaia.

11Why? RBecause I do not love you? God knows!

12But what I do, I will also continue to do, Rthat I may cut off the opportunity from those who desire an opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the things of which they boast.

13For such Rare false apostles, Rdeceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ.

14And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light.

15Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, Rwhose end will be according to their works.

Paul’s Sufferings Support His Apostleship

16I say again, let no one think me a fool. If otherwise, at least receive me as a fool, that I also may boast a little.

17What I speak, RI speak not according to the Lord, but as it were, foolishly, in this confidence of boasting.

18Seeing that many boast according to the flesh, I also will boast.

19For you put up with fools gladly, Rsince you yourselves are wise!

20For you put up with it Rif one brings you into bondage, if one devours you, if one takes from you, if one exalts himself, if one strikes you on the face.

21To our shame I say that we were too weak for that! But in whatever anyone is bold—I speak foolishly—I am bold also.

22Are they RHebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? So am I.

23Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often.

24From the Jews five times I received Rforty stripes minus one.

25Three times I was Rbeaten with rods; Ronce I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep;

26in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, Rin perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;

27in weariness and toil, Rin sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness—

28besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: Rmy deep concern for all the churches.

29RWho is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I do not burn with indignation?

30If I must boast, I will boast in the things which concern my infirmity.

31RThe God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Rwho is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying.

32RIn Damascus the governor, under Aretas the king, was guarding the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to arrest me;

33but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped from his hands.




CHAPTER 12

Vision of Paradise

1It is doubtless* not profitable for me to boast. I will come to visions and Rrevelations of the Lord:

2I know a man Rin Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a one Rwas caught up to the third heaven.

3And I know such a man—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows—

4how he was caught up into RParadise and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.

5Of such a one I will boast; yet of myself I will not boast, except in my infirmities.

6For though I might desire to boast, I will not be a fool; for I will speak the truth. But I refrain, lest anyone should think of me above what he sees me to be or hears from me.

Thorn in the Flesh

7And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a Rthorn in the flesh was given to me, Ra messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure.

8RConcerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me.

9And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

10Therefore RI take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Paul’s Signs Support His Apostleship

11I have become Ra fool in boasting;* you have compelled me. For I ought to have been commended by you; for Rin nothing was I behind the most eminent apostles, though I am nothing.

12RTruly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you with all perseverance, in signs and Rwonders and mighty Rdeeds.

13For what is it in which you were inferior to other churches, except that I myself was not burdensome to you? Forgive me this wrong!

Paul’s Concern Not to Be a Financial Burden

14Now for the third time I am ready to come to you. And I will not be burdensome to you; for I do not seek yours, but you. For the children ought not to lay up for the parents, but the parents for the children.

15And I will very gladly spend and be spent for your souls; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I am loved.

16But be that as it may, RI did not burden you. Nevertheless, being crafty, I caught you by cunning!

17Did I take advantage of you by any of those whom I sent to you?

18I urged Titus, and sent our Rbrother with him. Did Titus take advantage of you? Did we not walk in the same spirit? Did we not walk in the same steps?

Paul’s Concern Not to Find Them Carnal

19RAgain, do you think* that we excuse ourselves to you? We speak before God in Christ. RBut we do all things, beloved, for your edification.

20For I fear lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I wish, and that RI shall be found by you such as you do not wish; lest there be contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, backbitings, whisperings, conceits, tumults;

21lest, when I come again, my God Rwill humble me among you, and I shall mourn for many Rwho have sinned before and have not repented of the uncleanness, Rfornication, and lewdness which they have practiced.




CHAPTER 13

Paul’s Warning to Examine Yourselves

1This will be the third time I am coming to you. “By the mouth of two or three witnesses every word shall be established.”*

2RI have told you before, and foretell as if I were present the second time, and now being absent I write* to those who have sinned before, and to all the rest, that if I come again I will not spare—

3since you seek a proof of Christ Rspeaking in me, who is not weak toward you, but mighty Rin you.

4For though He was crucified in weakness, yet He lives by the power of God. For we also are weak in Him, but we shall live with Him by the power of God toward you.

5Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified.

6But I trust that you will know that we are not disqualified.

7Now I* pray to God that you do no evil, not that we should appear approved, but that you should do what is honorable, though Rwe may seem disqualified.

8For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth.

9For we are glad Rwhen we are weak and you are strong. And this also we pray, that you may be made complete.

10RTherefore I write these things being absent, lest being present I should use sharpness, according to the Rauthority which the Lord has given me for edification and not for destruction.

Conclusion

11Finally, brethren, farewell. Become complete. RBe of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love Rand peace will be with you.

12Greet one another with a holy kiss.

13All the saints greet you.

14The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.




The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Galatians
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THE BOOK OF GALATIANS

The Galatians, having launched their Christian experience by faith, seem content to leave their voyage of faith and chart a new course based on works—a course Paul finds disturbing. His letter to the Galatians is a vigorous attack against the gospel of works and a defense of the gospel of faith.

Paul begins by setting forth his credentials as an apostle with a message from God: blessing comes from God on the basis of faith, not law. The law declares men guilty and imprisons them; faith sets men free to enjoy liberty in Christ. But liberty is not license. Freedom in Christ means freedom to produce the fruits of righteousness through a Spirit-led lifestyle.

The book is called Pros Galatas, “To the Galatians, ” and it is the only letter of Paul that is specifically addressed to a number of churches (“To the churches of Galatia, ” 1:2). The name Galatians was given to this Celtic people because they originally lived in Gaul before their migration to Asia Minor.
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THE AUTHOR OF GALATIANS

The Pauline authorship and the unity of this epistle are virtually unchallenged. The first verse clearly identifies the author as “Paul, an apostle.” Also in 5:2, we read, “Indeed I, Paul, say to you.” In fact, Paul actually wrote Galatians (6:11) instead of dictating it to a secretary, as was his usual practice.
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THE TIME OF GALATIANS

The term Galatia was used in an ethnographic sense (that is, cultural and geographic origin) and in a political sense. The original ethnographic sense refers to the central part of Asia Minor where these Celtic tribes eventually settled after their conflicts with the Romans and Macedonians. Later, in 189 B.C. Galatia came under Roman domination, and in 25 B.C. Augustus declared it a Roman province. The political or provincial Galatia included territory to the south that was not originally considered part of Galatia (for example, the cities of Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe). There are two theories regarding the date and setting of Galatians.

The North Galatian Theory holds that Paul was speaking of Galatia in its earlier, more restricted sense. According to this theory, the churches of Galatia were north of the cities Paul visited on his first missionary journey. Paul visited the ethnographic Galatia (the smaller region to the North) for the first time on his second missionary journey, probably while he was on his way to Troas (Acts 16:6). On his third missionary journey, Paul revisited the Galatian churches he had established (Acts 18:23) and wrote this epistle either in Ephesus (A.D. 53–56) or in Macedonia (A.D. 56).

According to the South Galatian Theory, Paul was referring to Galatia in its wider political sense as a province of Rome. This means that the churches he had in mind in this epistle were in the cities he evangelized during his first missionary journey with Barnabas (Acts 13:13–14:23). This was just prior to the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15), so the Jerusalem visit in Galatians 2:1–10 must have been the Acts 11:27–30 famine-relief visit. Galatians was probably written in Syrian Antioch in A.D. 49 just before Paul went to the Council in Jerusalem.

Paul wrote this epistle in response to a report that the Galatian churches were suddenly taken over by the false teaching of certain Judaizers who professed Jesus yet sought to place Gentile converts under the requirements of the Mosaic Law (1:7; 4:17, 21; 5:2–12; 6:12, 13).
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THE CHRIST OF GALATIANS

Christ has freed the believer from bondage to the law (legalism) and to sin (license) and has placed him in a position of liberty. The transforming Cross provides for the believer’s deliverance from the curse of sin, law, and self (1:4; 2:20; 3:13; 4:5; 5:24; 6:14).
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KEYS TO GALATIANS

Key Word: Freedom from the Law—This epistle shows that the believer is no longer under the law but is saved by faith alone. It has been said that Judaism was the cradle of Christianity, but also that it was very nearly its grave as well. God raised up Paul as the Moses of the Christian church to deliver them from this bondage. Galatians is the Christian’s Declaration of Independence. The power of the Holy Spirit enables the Christian to enjoy freedom within the law of love.

Key Verses: Galatians 2:20, 21 and 5:1—“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain” (2:20, 21).

“Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage” (5:1).

Key Chapter: Galatians 5—The impact of the truth concerning freedom is staggering: freedom must not be used “as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another” (5:13). This chapter records the power, “Walk in the Spirit” (5:16), and the results, “the fruit of the Spirit” (5:22), of that freedom.
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SURVEY OF GALATIANS

The Epistle to the Galatians has been called “the Magna Carta of Christian liberty.” It is Paul’s manifesto of justification by faith, and the resulting liberty. Paul directs this great charter of Christian freedom to a people who are willing to give up the priceless liberty they possess in Christ. The oppressive theology of certain Jewish legalizers has been causing the believers in Galatia to trade their freedom in Christ for bondage to the law. Paul writes this forceful epistle to do away with the false gospel of works and demonstrate the superiority of justification by faith. This carefully written polemic approaches the problem from three directions: the gospel of grace defended (1 and 2), the gospel of grace explained (3 and 4), and the gospel of grace applied (5 and 6).

The Gospel of Grace Defended (1 and 2): Paul affirms his divinely given apostleship and presents the gospel (1:1–5) because it has been distorted by false teachers among the Galatians (1:6–10). Paul launches into his biographical argument for the true gospel of justification by faith in showing that he received his message not from men but directly from God (1:11–24). When he submits his teaching of Christian liberty to the apostles in Jerusalem, they all acknowledge the validity and authority of his message (2:1–10). Paul also must correct Peter on the matter of freedom from the law (2:11–21).

The Gospel of Grace Explained (3 and 4): In this section Paul uses eight lines of reasoning to develop his theological defense of justification by faith: (1) The Galatians began by faith, and their growth in Christ must continue to be by faith (3:1–5). (2) Abraham was justified by faith, and the same principle applies today (3:6–9). (3) Christ has redeemed all who trust in Him from the curse of the law (3:10–14). (4) The promise made to Abraham was not nullified by the law (3:15–18). (5) The law was given to drive men to faith, not to save them (3:19–22). (6) Believers in Christ are adopted sons of God and are no longer bound by the law (3:23–4:7). (7) The Galatians must recognize their inconsistency and regain their original freedom in Christ (4:8–20). (8) Abraham’s two sons allegorically reveal the superiority of the Abrahamic promise to the Mosaic Law (4:21–31).

The Gospel of Grace Applied (5 and 6): The Judaizers seek to place the Galatians under bondage to their perverted gospel of justification by law, but Paul warns them that law and grace are two contrary principles (5:1–12). So far, Paul has been contrasting the liberty of faith with the legalism of law, but at this point he warns the Galatians of the opposite extreme of license or antinomianism (5:13–6:10). The Christian is not only set free from bondage of law, but he is also free of the bondage of sin because of the power of the indwelling Spirit. Liberty is not an excuse to indulge in the deeds of the flesh; rather, it provides the privilege of bearing the fruit of the Spirit by walking in dependence upon Him. This letter closes with a contrast between the Judaizers—who are motivated by pride and a desire to avoid persecution—and Paul, who has suffered for the true gospel, but boasts only in Christ (6:11–18).
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OUTLINE OF GALATIANS

I. The Gospel of Grace Defended … 1:1–2:21

A. Introduction … 1:1–9

1. Salutation: The Ground of Grace … 1:1–5
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CHAPTER 1

Salutation: The Ground of Grace

1Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but Rthrough Jesus Christ and God the Father Rwho raised Him from the dead), 

2and all the brethren who are with me, 

To the churches of Galatia:

3Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, 

4who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 

5to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

Situation: The Departure from Grace

6I marvel that you are turning away so soon Rfrom Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 

7Rwhich is not another; but there are some Rwho trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ.

8But even if Rwe, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be Taccursed.

9As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you Rthan what you have received, let him be accursed.

Gospel of Grace Is Given by Divine Revelation

10For Rdo I now Rpersuade men, or God? Or Rdo I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ.

11RBut I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man.

12For RI neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.

13For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how RI persecuted the church of God beyond measure and Rtried to destroy it.

14And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous Rfor the traditions of my fathers.

15But when it pleased God, Rwho separated me from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, 

16to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood, 

17nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.

18Then after three years RI went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, * and remained with him fifteen days.

19But RI saw none of the other apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.

20(Now concerning the things which I write to you, indeed, before God, I do not lie.)

21RAfterward I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.

22And I was unknown by face to the churches of Judea which were in Christ.

23But they were hearing only, “He who formerly persecuted us now preaches the faith which he once tried to destroy.”

24And they glorified God in me.




CHAPTER 2

Gospel of Grace Is Approved by Jerusalem Leadership

1Then after fourteen years RI went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and also took Titus with me.

2And I went up by revelation, and communicated to them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to those who were of reputation, lest by any means I might run, or had run, in vain.

3Yet not even Titus who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.

4And this occurred because of Rfalse brethren secretly brought in (who came in by stealth to spy out our Rliberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage), 

5to whom we did not yield submission even for an hour, that Rthe truth of the gospel might continue with you.

6But from those who seemed to be something—whatever they were, it makes no difference to me; God shows personal favoritism to no man—for those who seemed to be something added nothing to me.

7But on the contrary, when they saw that the gospel for the uncircumcised Rhad been committed to me, as the gospel for the circumcised was to Peter 

8(for He who worked effectively in Peter for the apostleship to the Rcircumcised Ralso Rworked effectively in me toward the Gentiles), 

9and when James, TCephas, and John, who seemed to be Rpillars, perceived the grace that had been given to me, they gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.

10They desired only that we should remember the poor, Rthe very thing which I also was eager to do.

Gospel of Grace Is Vindicated by Rebuking Peter

11RNow when Peter* had come to Antioch, I Twithstood him to his face, because he was to be blamed;

12for before certain men came from James, Rhe would eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing Tthose who were of the circumcision.

13And the rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with him, so that even Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy.

14But when I saw that they were not straightforward about Rthe truth of the gospel, I said to Peter before them all, “If you, being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you* compel Gentiles to live as Jews?*

15R“We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles, 

16R“knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but Rby faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not Rby the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.

17“But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found Rsinners, is Christ therefore a minister of sin? Certainly not!

18“For if I build again those things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.

19“For I Rthrough the law died to the law that I might Rlive to God. 

20“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and Rgave Himself for me.

21“I do not set aside the grace of God; for Rif righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain.”




CHAPTER 3

Holy Spirit Is Given by Faith, Not by Works

1O FOOLISH Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth, * before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you* as crucified?

2This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?

3Are you so foolish? RHaving begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by Rthe flesh?

4RHave you suffered so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain?

5Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you, does He do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?—

Abraham Was Justified by Faith, Not by Works

6just as Abraham “believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.”*

7Therefore know that only Rthose who are of faith are sons of Abraham.

8And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, “In you all the nations shall be blessed.”*

9So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham.

Christ Redeems Us from the Curse of the Law

10For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them.”*

11But that no one is Tjustified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for “the just shall live by faith.”*

12Yet the law is not of faith, but “the man who does them shall live by them.”*

13RChrist has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”*), 

14Rthat the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

Abrahamic Covenant Is Not Voided by the Law

15Brethren, I speak in the manner of men: Though it is only a man’s covenant, yet if it is confirmed, no one annuls or adds to it.

16Now Rto Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He does not say, “And to seeds, ” as of many, but as of one, “And to your Seed, ”* who is Christ.

17And this I say, that the law, Rwhich was four hundred and thirty years later, cannot annul the covenant that was confirmed before by God in Christ, * that it should make the promise of no effect.

18For if Rthe inheritance is of the law, Rit is no longer of promise; but God gave it to Abraham by promise.

Law Given to Drive Us to Faith

19What purpose then does the law serve? It was added because of transgressions, till the Seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was appointed through angels by the hand of a mediator.

20Now a mediator does not mediate for one only, Rbut God is one.

21Is the law then against the promises of God? Certainly not! For if there had been a law given which could have given life, truly righteousness would have been by the law.

22But the Scripture has confined all under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.

Believers Are Free from the Law

23But before faith came, we were kept under guard by the law, kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed.

24Therefore Rthe law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, Rthat we might be justified by faith.

25But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.

26For you Rare all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

27For Ras many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

28RThere is neither Jew nor Greek, Rthere is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

29And Rif you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s Rseed, and heirs according to the promise.




CHAPTER 4

1Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, does not differ at all from a slave, though he is master of all, 

2but is under guardians and stewards until the time appointed by the father.

3Even so we, when we were children, Rwere in bondage under the elements of the world.

4But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, Rborn* of a woman, born under the law, 

5Rto redeem those who were under the law, Rthat we might receive the adoption as sons.

6And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!”

7Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, Rand if a son, then an heir of* God through Christ.

8But then, indeed, Rwhen you did not know God, Ryou served those which by nature are not gods.

9But now Rafter you have known God, or rather are known by God, Rhow is it that you turn again to Rthe weak and beggarly elements, to which you desire again to be in bondage?

10RYou observe days and months and seasons and years.

11I am afraid for you, Rlest I have labored for you in vain.

Galatians Receive Blessing by Faith, Not by the Law

12Brethren, I urge you to become like me, for I became like you. RYou have not injured me at all.

13You know that Rbecause of physical infirmity I preached the gospel to you at the first.

14And my trial which was in my flesh you did not despise or reject, but you received me Ras an Tangel of God, Reven as Christ Jesus.

15What* then was the blessing you enjoyed? For I bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your own eyes and given them to me.

16Have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth?

17They Rzealously court you, but for no good; yes, they want to exclude you, that you may be zealous for them.

18But it is good to be zealous in a good thing always, and not only when I am present with you.

19My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you, 

20I would like to be present with you now and to change my tone; for I have doubts about you.

Law and Grace Cannot Coexist

21Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not hear the law?

22For it is written that Abraham had two sons: Rthe one by a bondwoman, Rthe other by a freewoman.

23But he who was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of the freewoman through promise, 

24which things are symbolic. For these are the* two covenants: the one from Mount RSinai which gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar—

25for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children—

26but the RJerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all.

27For it is written:

“Rejoice, O barren,

You who do not bear!

Break forth and shout,

You who are not in labor!

For the desolate has many more children

Than she who has a husband.”*

28Now Rwe, brethren, as Isaac was, are Rchildren of promise.

29But, as he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, even so it is now.

30Nevertheless what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.”*

31So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman but of the free.




CHAPTER 5

Position of Liberty: “Stand Fast”

1StandR fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, * and do not be entangled again with a Ryoke of bondage.

2Indeed I, Paul, say to you that Rif you become circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing.

3And I testify again to every man who becomes circumcised Rthat he is Ta debtor to keep the whole law.

4RYou have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.

5For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.

6For Rin Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love.

7You Rran well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth?

8This persuasion does not come from Him who calls you.

9A little leaven leavens the whole lump.

10I have confidence in you, in the Lord, that you will have no other mind; but he who troubles you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is.

11And I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why do I still suffer persecution? Then the offense of the cross has ceased.

12I could wish that those who trouble you would even cut themselves off!

Practice of Liberty: Love One Another

13For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an Ropportunity for the flesh, but Rthrough love serve one another.

14For Rall the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”*

15But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another!

Conflict Between the Spirit and the Flesh

16I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.

17For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, Rso that you do not do the things that you wish.

18But Rif you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

“Works of the Flesh”

19Now Rthe works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, * Tfornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 

20idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 

21envy, murders, * drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that Rthose who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

“Fruit of the Spirit”

22But Rthe fruit of the Spirit is Rlove, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

23Tgentleness, self-control. RAgainst such there is no law.

24And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

25RIf we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

26RLet us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.




CHAPTER 6

“Bear One Another’s Burdens”

1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.

2RBear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

3For Rif anyone thinks himself to be something, when Rhe is nothing, he deceives himself.

4But Rlet each one examine his own work, and then he will have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.

5For each one shall bear his own load.

Do Not Be Weary While Doing Good

6Let him who is taught the word share in all good things with him who teaches.

7Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for Rwhatever a man sows, that he will also reap.

8For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap Reverlasting life.

9And Rlet us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap Rif we do not lose heart.

10RTherefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.

Motives of the Circumcised

11See with what large letters I have written to you with my own hand!

12As many as desire to make a good showing in the flesh, these would compel you to be circumcised, Ronly that they may not suffer persecution for the cross of Christ.

13For not even those who are circumcised keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh.

Motives of the Apostle Paul

14But God forbid that I should boast except in the Rcross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom* the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.

15For Rin Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a new creation.

16And as many as walk according to this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.

17From now on let no one trouble me, for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.

18Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.




The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Ephesians
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THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS

Ephesians is addressed to a group of believers who are rich beyond measure in Jesus Christ, yet living as beggars, and only because they are ignorant of their wealth. Since they have yet to accept their wealth, they relegate themselves to living as spiritual paupers. Paul begins by describing in chapters 1–3 the contents of the Christian’s heavenly “bank account”: adoption, acceptance, redemption, forgiveness, wisdom, inheritance, the seal of the Holy Spirit, life, grace, citizenship—in short, every spiritual blessing. Drawing upon that huge spiritual endowment, the Christian has all the resources needed for living “to the praise of the glory of His grace” (1:6). Chapters 4–6 resemble an orthopedic clinic, where the Christian learns a spiritual walk rooted in his spiritual wealth. “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus [1–3] for good works, … that we should walk in them [4–6]” (2:10)

The traditional title of this epistle is Pros Ephesious, “To the Ephesians.” Many ancient manuscripts, however, omit en Epheso, “in Ephesus, ” in 1:1. This has led a number of scholars to challenge the traditional view that this message was directed specifically to the Ephesians. The encyclical theory proposes that it was a circular letter sent by Paul to the churches of Asia. It is argued that Ephesians is really a Christian treatise designed for general use: it involves no controversy and deals with no specific problems in any particular church. This is also supported by the formal tone (no terms of endearment) and distant phraseology (“after I heard of your faith, ” 1:15; if they “have heard” of his message, 3:2). These things seem inconsistent with the relationship Paul must have had with the Ephesians after a ministry of almost three years among them. On the other hand, the absence of personal greetings is not a support for the encyclical theory because Paul would have done this to avoid favoritism. The only letters that greet specific people are Romans and Colossians, and they were addressed to churches Paul had not visited. Some scholars accept an ancient tradition that Ephesians is Paul’s letter to the Laodiceans (Col. 4:16), but there is no way to be sure. If Ephesians began as a circular letter, it eventually became associated with Ephesus, the foremost of the Asian churches. Another plausible option is that this epistle was directly addressed to the Ephesians, but written in such a way as to make it helpful for all the churches in Asia.
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THE AUTHOR OF EPHESIANS

All internal (1:1) and external evidence strongly supports the Pauline authorship of Ephesians. In recent years, however, critics have turned to internal grounds to challenge this unanimous ancient tradition. It has been argued that the vocabulary and style are different from other Pauline epistles, but this overlooks Paul’s flexibility under different circumstances (cf. Rom. and 2 Cor.). The theology of Ephesians in some ways reflects a later development, but this must be attributed to Paul’s own growth and meditation on the church as the body of Christ. Since the epistle clearly names the author in the opening verse, it is not necessary to theorize that Ephesians was written by one of Paul’s pupils or admirers, such as Timothy, Luke, Tychicus, or Onesimus.
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THE TIME OF EPHESIANS

At the end of his second missionary journey, Paul visited Ephesus where he left Priscilla and Aquila (Acts 18:18–21). This strategic city was the commercial center of Asia Minor, but heavy silting required a special canal to be maintained so that ships could reach the harbor. Ephesus was a religious center as well, famous especially for its magnificent temple of Diana (Roman name) or Artemis (Greek name), a structure considered to be one of the seven wonders of the ancient world (cf. Acts 19:35). The practice of magic and the local economy were clearly related to this temple. Paul remained in Ephesus for nearly three years on his third missionary journey (Acts 18:23–19:41); the Word of God was spread throughout the province of Asia. Paul’s effective ministry began to hurt seriously the traffic in magic and images, leading to an uproar in the huge Ephesian theater. Paul then left for Macedonia, but afterward he met with the Ephesian elders while on his way to Jerusalem (Acts 20:17–38).

Paul wrote the “Prison Epistles” (Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon) during his first Roman imprisonment in A.D. 60–62. These epistles all refer to his imprisonment (Eph. 3:1; 4:1; 6:20; Phil. 1:7, 13, 14; Col. 4:3, 10, 18; Philem. 9, 10, 13, 23), and fit well against the background in Acts 28:16–31. This is especially true of Paul’s references to the palace guard (governor’s official residential guard, Phil. 1:13) and “Caesar’s household” (Phil. 4:22). Some commentators believe that the imprisonment in one or more of these epistles refers to Paul’s Caesarean imprisonment or to a hypothetical Ephesian imprisonment, but the weight of evidence favors the traditional view that they were written in Rome. Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon were evidently written about the same time (cf. Eph. 6:21, 22 with Col. 4:7–9) in A.D. 60–61. Philippians was written in A.D. 62, not long before Paul’s release.
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THE CHRIST OF EPHESIANS

Paul’s important phrase “in Christ” (or its equivalent) appears about thirty-five times, more than in any other New Testament book. The believer is in Christ (1:1), in the heavenly places in Christ (1:3), chosen in Him (1:4), adopted through Christ (1:5), in the Beloved (1:6), redeemed in Him (1:7), given an inheritance in Him (1:11), given hope in Him (1:12), sealed in Him (1:13), made alive together with Christ (2:5), raised and seated with Him (2:6), created in Christ (2:10), brought near by His blood (2:13), growing in Christ (2:21), a partaker of the promise in Christ (3:6), and given access through faith in Him (3:12).
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KEYS TO EPHESIANS

Key Word: Building the Body of Christ—Ephesians focuses on the believer’s responsibility to walk in accordance with his heavenly calling in Christ Jesus (4:1). Ephesians was not written to correct specific errors in a local church, but to prevent problems in the church as a whole by encouraging the body of Christ to maturity in Him. It was also written to make believers more aware of their position in Christ because this is the basis for their practice on every level of life.

Key Verses: Ephesians 2:8–10 and 4:1–3—“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them” (2:8–10).

“I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to have a walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (4:1–3).

Key Chapter: Ephesians 6—Even though the Christian is blessed “with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ” (1:3), spiritual warfare is still the daily experience of the Christian while in the world. Chapter 6 is the clearest advice for how to “be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might” (6:10).
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SURVEY OF EPHESIANS

Paul wrote this epistle to make Christians more aware of their position in Christ and to motivate them to draw upon their spiritual source in daily living: “walk worthy of the calling with which you were called” (4:1; see 2:10). The first half of Ephesians lists the believer’s heavenly possessions: adoption, redemption, inheritance, power, life, grace, citizenship, and the love of Christ. There are no imperatives in chapters 1–3, which focus only on divine gifts. But chapters 4–6 include thirty-five directives in the last half of Ephesians that speak of the believer’s responsibility to conduct himself according to his individual calling. So Ephesians begins in heaven, but concludes in the home and in all other relationships of daily life. The two divisions are: the position of the Christian (1:1–3:21) and the practice of the Christian (4:1–6:20).

The Position of the Christian (1:1–3:21): After a two-verse prologue, in one long Greek sentence Paul extols the triune God for the riches of redemption (1:3–14). This hymn to God’s grace praises the Father for choosing us (1:3–6), the Son for redeeming us (1:7–12), and the Spirit for sealing us (1:13, 14). The saving work of each divine Person is to the praise of the glory of His grace (1:6, 12, 14). Before continuing, Paul offers the first of two very significant prayers (1:15–23; cf. 3:14–21). Here he asks that the readers receive spiritual illumination so that they may come to perceive what is, in fact, true. Next, Paul describes the power of God’s grace by contrasting their former condition with their present spiritual life in Christ, a salvation attained not by human works but by divine grace (2:1–10). This redemption includes Jews, yet also extends to those Gentiles who previously were “strangers from the covenants of promise” (2:12). In Christ, the two for the first time have become members of one body (2:11–22). The truth that Gentiles would become “fellow heirs, of the same body” (3:6) was formerly a mystery that has now been revealed (3:1–13). Paul’s second prayer (3:14–21) expresses his desire that the readers be strengthened with the power of the Spirit and fully apprehend the love of Christ.

The Practice of the Christian (4:1–6:20): The pivotal verse of Ephesians is 4:1, because it draws a sharp line between the doctrinal and the practical divisions of this book. There is a cause-and-effect relationship between chapters 1–3 and 4–6 because the spiritual walk of a Christian must be rooted in his spiritual wealth. As Paul emphasized in Romans, behavior does not determine blessing; instead, blessing should determine behavior.

Because of the unity of all believers in the body of Christ, growth and maturity come from “the effective working by which every part does its share” (4:16). This involves the exercise of spiritual gifts in love. Paul exhorts the readers to “put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man” (4:22) and “put on the new man” (4:24) that will be manifested by a walk of integrity in the midst of all people. They are also to maintain a walk of holiness as children of light (5:1–21). Every relationship (wives, husbands, children, parents, slaves, and masters) must be transformed by their new life in Christ (5:22–6:9). Paul’s colorful description of the spiritual warfare and the armor of God (6:10–20) is followed by a word about Tychicus and then a benediction (6:21–24).
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OUTLINE OF EPHESIANS

Part One: The Position of the Christian (1:1–3:21)

I. Praise for Redemption … 1:1–14
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CHAPTER 1

Salutation from Paul

1Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, 

To the saints who are in Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus:

2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Chosen by the Father

3RBlessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 

4just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 

5Rhaving predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 

6to the praise of the glory of His grace, Rby which He made us accepted in Rthe Beloved.

Redeemed by the Son

7RIn Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace

8which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and Tprudence, 

9having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 

10that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both* which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him.

11In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to Rthe purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 

12that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory.

Sealed by the Spirit

13In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 

14Rwho* is the guarantee of our inheritance Runtil the redemption of Rthe purchased possession, Rto the praise of His glory.

Prayer for Revelation

15Therefore I also, Rafter I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 

16do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers:

17that Rthe God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, Rmay give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 

18the eyes of your understanding* being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 

19and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power

20which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 

21Rfar above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.

22And RHe put all things under His feet, and gave Him Rto be head over all things to the church, 

23Rwhich is His body, Rthe fullness of Him who fills all in all.




CHAPTER 2

Old Condition: Dead to God

1And Ryou He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 

2in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 

3Ramong whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and Rwere by nature children of wrath, just as the others.

New Condition: Alive to God

4But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 

5Reven when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 

6and raised us up together, and made us sit together Rin the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 

7that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

8RFor by grace you have been saved Rthrough faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 

9not of Rworks, lest anyone should Rboast.

10For we are RHis workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

Reconciliation of Jews and Gentiles

11Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh—who are called Uncircumcision by what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands—

12that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.

13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

14RFor He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 

15having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one Rnew man from the two, thus making peace, 

16and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity.

17And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near.

18For Rthrough Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.

19Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 

20having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 

21Rin whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into Ra holy temple in the Lord, 

22Rin whom you also are being built together for a Rdwelling place of God in the Spirit.




CHAPTER 3

Revelation of the Mystery of the Church

1For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles—

2if indeed you have heard of the Tdispensation of the grace of God Rwhich was given to me for you, 

3Rhow that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, 

4by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 

5which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets:

6that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ through the gospel, 

7of which I became a minister according to the gift of the grace of God given to me by the effective working of His power.

8To me, Rwho am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 

9and to make all see what is the fellowship* of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ;*

10Rto the intent that now Rthe manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, 

11according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

12in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him.

13RTherefore I ask that you do not lose heart at my tribulations for you, Rwhich is your glory.

Prayer for Realization

14For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, *

15from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 

16that He would grant you, Raccording to the riches of His glory, Rto be strengthened with might through His Spirit in Rthe inner man, 

17Rthat Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, Rbeing rooted and grounded in love, 

18Rmay be able to comprehend with all the saints Rwhat is the width and length and depth and height—

19to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled Rwith all the fullness of God.

20Now Rto Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly Rabove all that we ask or think, Raccording to the power that works in us, 

21Rto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.




CHAPTER 4

Exhortation to Unity

1I THEREFORE, the prisoner of the Lord, be seech you to Rwalk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 

2with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 

3endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit Rin the bond of peace.

Explanation of Unity

4RThere is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling;

5one Lord, one faith, one baptism;

6one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you* all.

Means for Unity: The Gifts

7But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.

8Therefore He says:

“When He ascended on high,

He led captivity captive,

And gave gifts to men.”*

9R(Now this, “He ascended”—what does it mean but that He also first* descended into the lower parts of the earth?

10He who descended is also the One Rwho ascended far above all the heavens, Rthat He might fill all things.)

11And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 

Purpose of the Gifts

12for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, Rfor the edifying of Rthe body of Christ, 

13till we all come to the unity of the faith Rand of the knowledge of the Son of God, to Ra perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;

14that we should no longer be Rchildren, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of Rdeceitful plotting, 

15but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the Rhead—Christ—

16from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

Put Off the Old Man

17This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should Rno longer walk as the rest of* the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 

18having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the Rblindness of their heart;

19Rwho, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.

20But you have not so learned Christ, 

21if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus:

22that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 

Put On the New Man

23and Rbe renewed in the spirit of your mind, 

24and that you Rput on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.

25Therefore, putting away lying, “Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor, ”* for we are members of one another.

26“Be angry, and do not sin”:* do not let the sun go down on your wrath, 

27nor give place to the devil.

28Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather Rlet him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has need.

29RLet no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but Rwhat is good for necessary edification, Rthat it may impart grace to the hearers.

Grieve Not the Holy Spirit

30And Rdo not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

31RLet all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and Revil speaking be put away from you, with all malice.

32And Rbe kind to one another, tenderhearted, Rforgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.




CHAPTER 5

1ThereforeR be imitators of God as dear Rchildren.

2And Rwalk in love, Ras Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.

3But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints;

4Rneither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.

5For this you know, * that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any Rinheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.

6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.

7Therefore do not be Rpartakers with them.

8For you were once darkness, but now you are Rlight in the Lord. Walk as children of light

9(for the fruit of the Spirit* is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 

10Rfinding out what is acceptable to the Lord.

11And have Rno fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather Texpose them.

12RFor it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in secret.

Walk as Children of Light

13But Rall things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light.

14Therefore He says:

R“Awake, you who sleep, 

Arise from the dead, 

And Christ will give you light.”

15RSee then that you walk Tcircumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 

16Rredeeming the time, Rbecause the days are evil.

17Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

Be Filled with the Spirit

18And Rdo not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 

19speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 

20Rgiving thanks always for all things to God the Father Rin the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

21Rsubmitting to one another in the fear of God.*

Wives: Submit to Your Husbands

22Wives, Rsubmit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.

23For Rthe husband is head of the wife, as also RChrist is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body.

24Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands Rin everything.

Husbands: Love Your Wives

25RHusbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and Rgave Himself for her, 

26that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 

27Rthat He might present her to Himself a glorious church, Rnot having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.

28So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself.

29For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church.

30For Rwe are members of His body, * of His flesh and of His bones.

31“For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”*

32This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church.

33Nevertheless Rlet each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she Rrespects her husband.




CHAPTER 6

Children: Obey Your Parents

1Children, Robey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.

2“Honor your father and mother, ” which is the first commandment with promise:

3“that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.”*

4And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.

Service on the Job

5RBondservants, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, Rwith fear and trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ;

6Rnot with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 

7with goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 

8Rknowing that whatever good anyone does, he will receive the same from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free.

9And you, masters, do the same things to them, giving up threatening, knowing that your own Master also* is in heaven, and Rthere is no partiality with Him.

Put On the Armor of God

10Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.

11RPut on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the Twiles of the devil.

12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, * against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.

13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

14Stand therefore, Rhaving girded your waist with truth, Rhaving put on the breastplate of righteousness, 

15Rand having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

16above all, taking Rthe shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.

17And Rtake the helmet of salvation, and Rthe sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;

Pray for Boldness

18Rpraying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, Rbeing watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints—

19and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, 

20for which RI am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

Conclusion

21But that you also may know my affairs and how I am doing, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will make all things known to you;

22Rwhom I have sent to you for this very purpose, that you may know our affairs, and that he may comfort your hearts.

23Peace to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

24Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.




The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Philippians
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THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS

Paul writes a thank-you note to the believers at Philippi for their help in his hour of need, and he uses the occasion to send along some instruction on Christian unity. His central thought is simple: Only in Christ are real unity and joy possible. With Christ as your model of humility and service, you can enjoy a oneness of purpose, attitude, goal, and labor—a truth Paul illustrates from his own life and one the Philippians desperately need to hear. Within their own ranks, fellow workers in the Philippian church are at odds, hindering the work in proclaiming new life in Christ. Because of this, Paul exhorts the church to “stand fast … be of the same mind … rejoice in the Lord always … but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known … and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (4:1, 2, 4, 6, 7).

This epistle is called Pros Philippesious, “To the Philippians.” The church at Philippi was the first church Paul founded in Macedonia.
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THE AUTHOR OF PHILIPPIANS

The external and internal evidence for the Pauline authorship of Philippians is very strong, and there is scarcely any doubt that anyone but Paul wrote it.
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THE TIME OF PHILIPPIANS

In 356 B.C. King Philip of Macedonia (the father of Alexander the Great) took this town and expanded it, renaming it Philippi. The Romans captured it in 168 B.C.; and in 42 B.C. the defeat of the forces of Brutus and Cassius by those of Anthony and Octavian (later Augustus) took place outside the city. Octavian turned Philippi into a Roman colony (cf. Acts 16:12) and a military outpost. The citizens of this colony were regarded as citizens of Rome and given a number of special privileges. Because Philippi was a military city and not a commercial center, there were not enough Jews for a synagogue when Paul came (Acts 16:13).

Paul’s “Macedonian Call” in Troas during his second missionary journey led to his ministry in Philippi with the conversion of Lydia and others. Paul and Silas were beaten and imprisoned, but this resulted in the conversion of the Philippian jailer. The magistrates were placed in a dangerous position by beating Roman citizens without a trial (Acts 16:37–40), and that embarrassment may have prevented future reprisals against the new Christians in Philippi. Paul visited the Philippians again on his third missionary journey (Acts 20:1, 6). When they heard of his Roman imprisonment, the Philippian church sent Epaphroditus with financial help (4:18); they had helped Paul in this way on at least two other occasions (4:16). Epaphroditus almost died of an illness, yet remained with Paul long enough for the Philippians to receive word of his malady. Upon his recovery, Paul sent this letter back with him to Philippi (2:25–30).

Silas, Timothy, Luke, and Paul first came to Philippi in A.D. 51, eleven years before Paul wrote this letter. Philippians 1:13 and 4:22 suggest that it was written from Rome, although some commentators argue for Caesarea or Ephesus. Paul’s life was at stake, and he was evidently awaiting the verdict of the Imperial Court (2:20–26).
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THE CHRIST OF PHILIPPIANS

The great kenosis passage is one of several portraits of Christ in this epistle. In chapter 1, Paul sees Christ as his life (“For to me, to live is Christ, ” 1:21). In chapter 2 Christ is the model of true humility (“Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, ” 2:5). Chapter 3 presents Him as the One “who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body” (3:21). In chapter 4 He is the source of Paul’s power over circumstances (“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me, ” 4:13).
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KEYS TO PHILIPPIANS

Key Word: To Live Is Christ—Central to Philippians is the concept of “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (1:21). Every chapter resounds with the theme of the centrality of Jesus in the Christian’s life. High points include the following: “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus” (2:5); “I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus” (3:8); and “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (4:13).

Key Verses: Philippians 1:21 and 4:12—“For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (1:21).

“I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need” (4:12).

Key Chapter: Philippians 2—The grandeur of the truth of the New Testament seldom exceeds the revelation of the humility of Jesus Christ when He left heaven to become a servant of man. Christ is clearly the Christian’s example; and Paul encourages, “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus” (2:5).
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SURVEY OF PHILIPPIANS

Philippians is the epistle of joy and encouragement in the midst of adverse circumstances. Paul freely expresses his fond affection for the Philippians, appreciates their consistent testimony and support, and lovingly urges them to center their actions and thoughts on the pursuit of the Person and power of Christ. Paul also seeks to correct the problems of disunity and rivalry (2:2–4) and to prevent the problems of legalism and antinomianism (3:1–19). Philippians focuses on: Paul’s account of his present circumstances (1); Paul’s appeal to have the mind of Christ (2); Paul’s appeal to have the knowledge of Christ (3); Paul’s appeal to have the peace of Christ (4).

Paul’s Account of His Present Circumstances (1): Paul’s usual salutation (1:1, 2) is followed by his thanksgiving, warm regard, and prayer on behalf of the Philippians (1:3–11). For years, they have participated in the apostle’s ministry, and he prays for their continued growth in the real knowledge of Christ. Paul shares the circumstances of his imprisonment and rejoices in the spread of the gospel in spite of and because of his situation (1:12–26). As he considers the outcome of his approaching trial, he expresses his willingness to “depart and be with Christ” (1:23) or to continue in ministry. Paul encourages the Philippians to remain steadfast in the face of opposition and coming persecution (1:27–30).

Paul’s Appeal to Have the Mind of Christ (2): Paul exhorts the Philippians to have a spirit of unity and mutual concern by embracing the attitude of humility (2:1–4), the greatest example of which is the incarnation and crucifixion of Christ (2:5–11). The kenosis, or “emptying, ” of Christ does not mean that He divested Himself of His deity, but that He withheld His preincarnate glory and voluntarily restricted His use of certain attributes (e.g., omnipresence and omniscience). Paul asks the Philippians to apply this attitude to their lives (2:12–18), and he gives two more examples of sacrifice—the ministries of Timothy and Epaphroditus (2:19–30).

Paul’s Appeal to Have the Knowledge of Christ (3): It appears that Paul is about to close his letter (“Finally, my brethren, ” 3:1) when he launches into a warning about the continuing problem of legalism (3:1–9). Paul refutes this teaching with revealing autobiographical details about his previous attainments in Judaism. Compared to the goal of knowing Christ, those pursuits are as nothing. True righteousness is received through faith, not by mechanical obedience to any law. Paul yearns for the promised attainment of the resurrected body.

Paul’s Appeal to Have the Peace of Christ (4): In a series of exhortations, Paul urges the Philippians to have peace with the brethren by living a lifestyle of unity, prayerful dependence, and holiness (4:13). In 4:4–9 Paul describes the secrets of having the peace of God as well as peace with God. He then rejoices over their gift, but explains that the power of Christ enables him to live above his circumstances (4:10–20). This joyous letter from prison closes with greetings and a benediction (4:21–23).
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OUTLINE OF PHILIPPIANS

Part One: The Supremacy of Christ in the Church (1:1–2:23)

I. Paul’s Account of His Present Circumstance … 1:1–30

A. Paul’s Prayer of Thanksgiving … 1:1–11

B. Paul’s Afflictions Promote the Gospel … 1:12–18

C. Paul’s Afflictions Exalt the Lord … 1:19–26

D. Paul’s Exhortation to the Afflicted … 1:27–30

II. Paul’s Appeal to Have the Mind of Christ … 2:1–30

A. Paul’s Exhortation to Humility … 2:1–4

B. Christ’s Example of Humility … 2:5–16

C. Paul’s Example of Humility … 2:17, 18

D. Paul’s Example of Humility … 2:19–24

E. Epaphroditus’s Example of Humility … 2:25–30

III. Paul’s Appeal to Have the Knowledge of Christ … 3:1–21

A. Warning Against Confidence in the Flesh … 3:1–9

B. Exhortation to Know Christ … 3:10–16

C. Warning Against Living for the Flesh … 3:17–21

IV. Paul’s Appeal to Have the Peace of Christ … 4:1–23

A. Peace with the Brethren … 4:1–3

B. Peace with the Lord … 4:4–9

C. Peace in All Circumstances … 4:10–19

D. Conclusion … 4:20–23




CHAPTER 1

Paul’s Prayer of Thanksgiving

1Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, 

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops* and deacons:

2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3RI thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 

4always in Revery prayer of mine making request for you all with joy, 

5Rfor your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now, 

6being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;

7just as it is right for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart, inasmuch as both in my chains and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers with me of grace.

8For God is my witness, how greatly I long for you all with the affection of Jesus Christ.

9And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment, 

10that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, 

11being filled with the fruits of righteousness Rwhich are by Jesus Christ, Rto the glory and praise of God.

Paul’s Afflictions Promote the Gospel

12But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, 

13so that it has become evident Rto the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ;

14and most of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my chains, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.

15Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from goodwill:

16The former* preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my chains;

17but the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel.

18What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice.

Paul’s Afflictions Exalt the Lord

19For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 

20according to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but Rwith all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life Ror by death.

21For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

22But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I Tcannot tell.

23For* I am hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is Rfar better.

24Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you.

25And being confident of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy of faith, 

26that Ryour rejoicing for me may be more abundant in Jesus Christ by my coming to you again.

Paul’s Exhortation to the Afflicted





27Only Rlet your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, Rwith one mind Rstriving together for the faith of the gospel, 

28and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof of perdition, but to you of salvation, * and that from God.

29For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, Rnot only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 

30Rhaving the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in me.




CHAPTER 2

Paul’s Exhortation to Humility

1Therefore if there is any Tconsolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any Raffection and mercy, 

2Rfulfill my joy Rby being like-minded, having the same love, being of Rone accord, of one mind.

3RLet nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but Rin lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.

4RLet each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of Rothers.

Christ’s Example of Humility

5RLet this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 

6who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 

7Rbut made Himself of no reputation, taking the form Rof a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.

8And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and Rbecame Robedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

9RTherefore God also Rhas highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 

10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 

11and Rthat every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

12Therefore, my beloved, Ras you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, Rwork out your own salvation with Rfear and trembling;

13for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.

14Do all things Rwithout Tcomplaining and Rdisputing, 

15that you may become blameless and Tharmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as Rlights in the world, 

16holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.

Paul’s Example of Humility

17Yes, and if RI am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice Rand service of your faith, RI am glad and rejoice with you all.

18For the same reason you also be glad and rejoice with me.

Timothy’s Example of Humility

19But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, that I also may be encouraged when I know your state.

20For I have no one Rlike-minded, who will sincerely care for your state.

21For all seek their own, not the things which are of Christ Jesus.

22But you know his proven character, Rthat as a son with his father he served with me in the gospel.

23Therefore I hope to send him at once, as soon as I see how it goes with me.

24But I trust in the Lord that I myself shall also come shortly.

Epaphroditus’s Example of Humility

25Yet I considered it necessary to send to you REpaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker, and Rfellow soldier, Rbut your messenger and Rthe one who ministered to my need;

26Rsince he was longing for you all, and was distressed because you had heard that he was sick.

27For indeed he was sick almost unto death; but God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow.

28Therefore I sent him the more eagerly, that when you see him again you may rejoice, and I may be less sorrowful.

29Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness, and hold such men in esteem;

30because for the work of Christ he came close to death, Tnot regarding his life, Rto supply what was lacking in your service toward me.




CHAPTER 3

Warning Against Confidence in the Flesh

1Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things to you is not tedious, but for you it is safe.

2Beware of dogs, beware of Revil workers, beware of the mutilation!

3For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, * rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh, 

4though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so:

5circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, Rof the tribe of Benjamin, Ra Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, Ra Pharisee;

6concerning zeal, Rpersecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.

7But Rwhat things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ.

8Yet indeed I also count all things loss Rfor the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ

9and be found in Him, not having Rmy own righteousness, which is from the law, but Rthat which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;

Exhortation to Know Christ

10that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 

11if, by any means, I may Rattain to the resurrection from the dead.

12Not that I have already Rattained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.

13Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 

14I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

15Therefore let us, as many as are Rmature, Rhave this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, RGod will reveal even this to you.

16Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, Rlet us walk by the same rule, * let us be of the same mind.

Warning Against Living for the Flesh

17Brethren, Rjoin in following my example, and note those who so walk, as Ryou have us for a pattern.

18For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ:

19Rwhose end is destruction, Rwhose god is their belly, and Rwhose glory is in their shame—Rwho set their mind on earthly things.

20For Rour citizenship is in heaven, Rfrom which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 

21who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.




CHAPTER 4

Peace with the Brethren

1Therefore, my beloved and Rlonged-for brethren, Rmy joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, beloved.

2I implore Euodia and I implore Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord.

3And* I urge you also, true companion, help these women who Rlabored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in Rthe Book of Life.

Peace with the Lord

4RRejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!

5Let your gentleness be known to all men. RThe Lord is at hand.

6RBe anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with Rthanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;

7and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

8Finally, brethren, whatever things are Rtrue, whatever things are noble, whatever things are Rjust, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.

9The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.

Peace in All Circumstances

10But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last Ryour care for me has flourished again; though you surely did care, but you lacked opportunity.

11Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, Rto be content:

12RI know how to Tbe abased, and I know how to Tabound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.

13I can do all things Rthrough Christ* who strengthens me.

14Nevertheless you have done well that Ryou shared in my distress.

15Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, Rno church shared with me concerning giving and receiving but you only.

16For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my necessities.

17Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that abounds to your account.

18Indeed I have all and abound. I am full, having received from REpaphroditus the things sent from you, Ra sweet-smelling aroma, Ran acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God.

19And my God Rshall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

Conclusion

20RNow to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.

21Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren who are with me greet you.

22All the saints greet you, but especially those who are of Caesar’s household.

23The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.* Amen.




The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Colossians
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THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS

If Ephesians can be labeled the epistle portraying the “church of Christ, ” then Colossians must surely be the “Christ of the church.” Ephesians focuses on the Body; Colossians focuses on the Head. Like Ephesians, the little Book of Colossians divides neatly in half with the first portion doctrinal (1 and 2) and the second practical (3 and 4). Paul’s purpose is to show that Christ is preeminent—first and foremost in everything—and the Christian’s life should reflect that priority. Because believers are rooted in Him, alive in Him, hidden in Him, and complete in Him, it is utterly inconsistent for them to live life without Him. Clothed in His love, with His peace ruling in their hearts, they are equipped to make Christ first in every area of life.

This epistle became known as Pros Kolossaeis, “To the Colossians, ” because of 1:2. Paul also wanted it to be read in the neighboring church at Laodicea (4:16).
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THE AUTHOR OF COLOSSIANS

The external testimony to the Pauline authorship of Colossians is ancient and consistent, and the internal evidence also is very good. It not only claims to be written by Paul (1:1, 23; 4:18), but the personal details and close parallels with Ephesians and Philemon make the case even stronger. Nevertheless, the authenticity of this letter has been challenged on the internal grounds of vocabulary and thought. In its four chapters, Colossians uses fifty-five Greek words that do not appear in Paul’s other epistles. However, Paul commanded a wide vocabulary; and the circumstances and subject of this epistle, especially the references to the Colossian heresy, account for these additional words. The high Christology of Colossians has been compared to John’s later concept that Christ is the Logos (cf. 1:15–23 and John 1:1–18), with the conclusion that these concepts were too late for Paul’s time. However, there is no reason to assume that Paul was unaware of Christ’s work as Creator, especially in view of Philippians 2:5–11. It is also wrong to assume that the heresy refuted in Colossians 2 refers to the fully developed form of Gnosticism that did not appear until the second century. The parallels only indicate that Paul was dealing with an early form of Gnosticism.
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THE TIME OF COLOSSIANS

Colosse was a minor city about one hundred miles east of Ephesus in the region of the seven Asian churches of Revelation 1–3. Located in the fertile Lycus Valley by a mountain pass on the road from Ephesus to the East, Colosse once was a populous center of commerce, famous for its glossy black wool. By the time of Paul, it had been eclipsed by its neighboring cities, Laodicea and Hierapolis (cf. 4:13), and was on the decline. Apart from this letter, Colosse exerted almost no influence on early church history. It is evident from 1:4–8 and 2:1 that Paul had never visited the church at Colosse, which was founded by Epaphras. On his third missionary journey, Paul devoted almost three years to an Asian ministry centered in Ephesus (cf. Acts 19:10; 20:31), and Epaphras probably came to Christ during this time. He carried the gospel to the cities in the Lycus Valley and years later came to visit Paul in his imprisonment (4:12, 13; Philem. 23).

Colossians, Philemon, and Ephesians were evidently written about the same time and under the same circumstances, judging by the overlapping themes and personal names (cf. Col. 4:9–17 and Philem. 2, 10, 23, 24). Although Caesarea and Ephesus have been suggested as the location of authorship, the bulk of the evidence indicates that Paul wrote all four Prison Epistles during his first Roman imprisonment (see “The Time of Ephesians” and “The Time of Philippians”). If so, Paul wrote it in A.D. 60 or 61 and sent it with Tychicus and the converted slave Onesimus to Colosse (4:7–9; see Eph. 6:21; Philem. 10–12).

Epaphras’s visit and report about the conditions in Colosse prompted this letter. Although the Colossians had not yet succumbed (2:1–5), an encroaching heresy was threatening the predominantly Gentile (1:21, 27; 2:13) Colossian church. The nature of this heresy can only be deduced from Paul’s incidental references to it in his refutation in 2:8–23. It was apparently a religious system that combined elements from Greek speculation (2:4, 8–10), Jewish legalism (2:11–17), and Oriental mysticism (2:18–23). It involved a low view of the body (2:20–23) and probably nature as a whole. Circumcision, dietary regulations, and ritual observances were included in this system, which utilized asceticism, worship of angels as intermediaries, and mystical experiences as an approach to the spiritual realm. Any attempt to fit Christ into such a system would undermine His Person and redemptive work.
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THE CHRIST OF COLOSSIANS

This singularly Christological book is centered on the cosmic Christ—“the head of all principality and power” (2:10), the Lord of creation (1:16, 17), and the Author of reconciliation (1:20–22; 2:13–15). He is the basis for the believer’s hope (1:5, 23, 27), the source of the believer’s power for a new life (1:11, 29), the believer’s Redeemer and Reconciler (1:14, 20–22; 2:11–15), the embodiment of full deity (1:15, 19; 2:9), the Creator and Sustainer of all things (1:16, 17), the Head of the church (1:18), the resurrected God-Man (1:18; 3:1), and the all-sufficient Savior (1:28; 2:3, 10; 3:1–4).
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KEYS TO COLOSSIANS

Key Word: The Preeminence of Christ—The resounding theme in Colossians is the preeminence and sufficiency of Christ in all things. The believer is complete in Him alone and lacks nothing because “in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (2:9); He has “all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (2:3). There is no need for speculation, mystical visions, or ritualistic regulations as though faith in Christ were insufficient. Paul’s predominant purpose, then, is to refute a threatening heresy that is devaluing Christ. This false teaching is countered by a positive presentation of His true attributes and accomplishments. A proper view of Christ is the antidote for heresy. Paul also writes this epistle to encourage the Colossians to “continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast” (1:23), so that they will grow and bear fruit in the knowledge of Christ (1:10). A firm adherence to the true gospel will give them stability and resistance to opposing influences.

Key Verses: Colossians 2:9, 10 and 3:1, 2—“For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power” (2:9, 10).

“If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth” (3:1, 2).

Key Chapter: Colossians 3—Chapter 3 links the three themes of Colossians (see “Key Word”) together showing their cause and effect relationships. Because the believer is risen with Christ (3:1–4), he is to put off the old man and put on the new (3:5–17), which will result in holiness in all relationships (3:18–25).
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SURVEY OF COLOSSIANS

Colossians is perhaps the most Christ-centered book in the Bible. In it Paul stresses the preeminence of the Person of Christ and the completeness of the salvation He provides, in order to combat a growing heresy that is threatening the church at Colosse. This heresy seeks to devaluate Christ by elevating speculation, ritualism, mysticism, and asceticism. But Christ, the Lord of creation and Head of the Body, is completely sufficient for every spiritual and practical need of the believer. The last half of this epistle explores the application of these principles to daily life, because doctrinal truth (1 and 2) must bear fruit in practical conduct (3 and 4). The two major topics are: supremacy of Christ (1 and 2) and submission to Christ (3 and 4).

Supremacy of Christ (1 and 2): Paul’s greeting (1:1, 2) is followed by an unusually extended thanksgiving (1:3–8) and prayer (1:9–14) on behalf of the believers at Colosse. Paul expresses his concern that the Colossians come to a deeper understanding of the Person and power of Christ. Even here Paul begins to develop his major theme of the preeminence of Christ, but the most potent statement of this theme is in 1:15–23. He is supreme both in creation (1:15–18) and in redemption (1:19–23), and this majestic passage builds a positive case for Christ as the most effective refutation of the heresy that will be exposed in chapter 2. Paul describes his own ministry of proclaiming the mystery of “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (1:27) to the Gentiles and assures his readers that although he has not personally met them, he strongly desires that they become deeply rooted in Christ alone, who is preeminent in the church (1:24–2:3). This is especially important in view of false teachers who would defraud them through enticing rationalisms (2:4–7), vain philosophy (2:8–10), legalistic rituals (2:11–17), improper mysticism (2:18, 19), and useless asceticism (2:20–23). In each case, Paul contrasts the error with the corresponding truth about Christ.

Submission to Christ (3 and 4): The believer’s union with Christ in His death, resurrection, and exaltation is the foundation upon which his earthly life must be built (3:1–4). Because of his death with Christ, the Christian must regard himself as dead to the old sins and put them aside (3:5–11); because of his resurrection with Christ, the believer must regard himself as alive to Him in righteousness and put on the new qualities that are prompted by Christian love (3:12–17). Turning from the inward life (3:1–17) to the outward life (3:18–4:6), Paul outlines the transformation that faith in Christ should make in relationships inside and outside the home. This epistle concludes with a statement concerning its bearers (Tychicus and Onesimus), greetings and instructions, and a farewell note (4:7–18).
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OUTLINE OF COLOSSIANS

Part One: The Supremacy of Christ in the Church (1:1–2:23)

I. Introduction … 1:1–14

A. Paul’s Greeting to the Colossians … 1:1, 2

B. Paul’s Thanksgiving for the Colossians … 1:3–8

C. Paul’s Prayer for the Colossians … 1:9–14

II. The Preeminence of Christ … 1:15–2:3

A. Christ Is Preeminent in Creation … 1:15–18

B. Christ Is Preeminent in Redemption … 1:19–23

C. Christ Is Preeminent in the Church … 1:24–2:3

III. The Freedom in Christ … 2:4–23

A. Freedom from Enticing Words … 2:4–7

B. Freedom from Vain Philosophy … 2:8–10

C. Freedom from the Judgment of Men … 2:11–17

D. Freedom from Improper Worship … 2:18, 19

E. Freedom from the Doctrine of Men … 2:20–23

Part Two: The Submission to Christ in the Church (3:1–4:18)

I. The Position of the Believer … 3:1–4

II. The Practice of the Believer … 3:5–4:6

A. Put Off the Old Man … 3:5–11

B. Put On the New Man … 3:12–17

C. Personal Commands for Holiness … 3:18–4:6

1. Holiness in Family Life … 3:18–21

2. Holiness in Work Life … 3:22–4:1

3. Holiness in Public Life … 4:2–6

III. Conclusion … 4:7–18

A. Commendation of Tychicus … 4:7–9

B. Greetings from Paul’s Friends … 4:10–14

C. Introductions Regarding This Letter … 4:15–18




CHAPTER 1

Paul’s Greeting to the Colossians

1Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

2To the saints Rand faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.*

Paul’s Thanksgiving for the Colossians

3RWe give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 

4since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints;

5because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 

6which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, * as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth;

7as you also learned from REpaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 

8who also declared to us your Rlove in the Spirit.

Paul’s Prayer for the Colossians

9RFor this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

10Rthat you may walk worthy of the Lord, Rfully pleasing Him, Rbeing fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;

11Rstrengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy;

12Rgiving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light.

13He has delivered us from Rthe power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 

14Rin whom we have redemption through His blood, * the forgiveness of sins.

Christ Is Preeminent in Creation

15He is Rthe image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.

16For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him.

17RAnd He is before all things, and in Him Rall things consist.

18And RHe is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, Rthe firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.

Christ Is Preeminent in Redemption

19For it pleased the Father that Rin Him all the fullness should dwell, 

20and Rby Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.

21And you, Rwho once were alienated and enemies in your mind Rby wicked works, yet now He has reconciled

22Rin the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight—

23if indeed you continue Rin the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are Rnot moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, Rwhich was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

Christ Is Preeminent in the Church

24RI now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 

25of which I became a minister according to Rthe Tstewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, 

26Rthe mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints.

27RTo them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which* is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

28Him we preach, Rwarning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, Rthat we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.

29To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me Rmightily.




CHAPTER 2

1For I want you to know what a great RconflictT I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 

2that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and* of Christ, 

3Rin whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

Freedom from Enticing Words

4Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words.

5For Rthough I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see Ryour good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.

6RAs you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 

7rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it* with thanksgiving.

Freedom from Vain Philosophy

8Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to Rthe tradition of men, according to the Rbasic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.

9For Rin Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead Tbodily;

10and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.

Freedom from the Judgment of Men

11In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins* of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 

12Rburied with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through Rfaith in the working of God, Rwho raised Him from the dead.

13And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 

14having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.

15RHaving disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.

16So let no one Rjudge you in food or in drink, or regarding a Tfestival or a new moon or sabbaths, 

17which are a shadow of things to come, but the Tsubstance is of Christ.

Freedom from Improper Worship

18Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not* seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 

19and not holding fast to Rthe Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.

Freedom from the Doctrine of Men

20Therefore, * if you Rdied with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations—

21R“Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle, ”

22which all concern things which perish with the using—Raccording to the commandments and doctrines of men?

23RThese things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and Tneglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.




CHAPTER 3

The Position of the Believer

1If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.

2Set your mind on things above, not on things on the Rearth.

3RFor you died, Rand your life is hidden with Christ in God.

4When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.

Put Off the Old Man

5RTherefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

6RBecause of these things the wrath of God is coming upon Rthe sons of disobedience, 

7Rin which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.

8But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.

9Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 

10and have put on the new man who Ris renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 

11where there is neither RGreek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, Rbut Christ is all and in all.

Put On the New Man

12Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;

13Rbearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.

14RBut above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.

15And let Rthe peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.

16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another Rin psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

17And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

Holiness in Family Life

18RWives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

19RHusbands, love your wives and do not be Rbitter toward them.

20Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.

21RFathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.

Holiness in Work Life

22RBondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God.

23RAnd whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 

24Rknowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for* you serve the Lord Christ.

25But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and Rthere is no partiality.




CHAPTER 4

1Masters, R give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.

Holiness in Public Life

2RContinue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving;

3Rmeanwhile praying also for us, that God would Ropen to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 

4that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.

5RWalk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time.

6Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.

Commendation of Tychicus

7RTychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me.

8RI am sending him to you for this very purpose, that he* may know your circumstances and comfort your hearts, 

9with ROnesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will make known to you all things which are happening here.

Greetings from Paul’s Friends

10Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, with RMark the cousin of Barnabas (about whom you received instructions: if he comes to you, welcome him), 

11and Jesus who is called Justus. These are my only fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are of the circumcision; they have proved to be a comfort to me.

12REpaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always Rlaboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete* in all the will of God.

13For I bear him witness that he has a great zeal* for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and those in Hierapolis.

14RLuke the beloved physician and RDemas greet you.

Introductions Regarding This Letter

15Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas and Rthe church that is in his* house.

16Now when Rthis epistle is read among you, see that it is read also in the church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.

17And say to RArchippus, “Take heed to the ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you may fulfill it.”

18RThis salutation by my own hand—Paul. RRemember my chains. Grace be with you. Amen.




The First Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Thessalonians
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THE BOOK OF 1 THESSALONIANS

Paul has many pleasant memories of the days he spent with the infant Thessalonian church. Their faith, hope, love, and perseverance in the face of persecution are exemplary. Paul’s labors as a spiritual parent to the fledgling church have been richly rewarded, and his affection is visible in every line of his letter.

Paul encourages them to excel in their newfound faith, to increase in their love for one another, and to rejoice, pray, and give thanks always. He closes his letter with instruction regarding the return of the Lord, whose advent signifies hope and comfort for believers both living and dead.

Because this is the first of Paul’s two canonical letters to the church at Thessalonica, it received the title Pros Thessalonikeis A, the “First to the Thessalonians.”
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THE AUTHOR OF 1 THESSALONIANS

First Thessalonians went unchallenged as a Pauline epistle until the nineteenth century, when radical critics claimed that its dearth of doctrinal content made its authenticity suspect. But this is a weak objection on two counts: (1) the proportion of doctrinal teaching in Paul’s epistles varies widely, and (2) 4:13–5:11 is a foundational passage for New Testament eschatology (future events). Paul had quickly grounded the Thessalonians in Christian doctrine, and the only problematic issue when this epistle was written concerned the matter of Christ’s return. The external and internal evidence points clearly to Paul.
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THE TIME OF 1 THESSALONIANS

In Paul’s time, Thessalonica was the prominent seaport and the capital of the Roman province of Macedonia. This prosperous city was located on the Via Egnatia, the main road from Rome to the East, within sight of Mount Olympus, legendary home of the Greek pantheon. Cassander expanded and strengthened this site around 315 B.C. and renamed it after his wife, the half-sister of Alexander the Great. The Romans conquered Macedonia in 168 B.C. and organized it into a single province twenty-two years later with Thessalonica as the capital city. It became a “free city” under Augustus with its own authority to appoint a governing board of magistrates who were called “politarchs.” The strategic location assured Thessalonica of commercial success, and it boasted a population of perhaps 200,000 in the first century. Thessalonica survives under the shortened name “Salonika.”

Thessalonica had a sizable Jewish population, and the ethical monotheism of Judaism attracted many Gentiles who had become disenchanted with Greek paganism. These God-fearers quickly responded to Paul’s reasoning in the synagogue when he ministered there on his second missionary journey (Acts 17:10). The Jews became jealous of Paul’s success and organized a mob to oppose the Christian missionaries. Not finding Paul and Silas, they dragged Jason, Paul and Silas’s host, before the politarchs and accused him of harboring traitors of Rome. The politarchs extracted a pledge guaranteeing the departure of Paul and Silas, who left that night for Berea. After a time, the Thessalonian Jews raised an uproar in Berea so that Paul departed for Athens, leaving orders for Silas and Timothy to join him there (Acts 17:11–16). Because of Luke’s account in Acts, some scholars have reasoned that Paul was in Thessalonica for less than a month (“three Sabbaths, ” Acts 17:2), but other evidence suggests a longer stay: (1) Paul received two separate offerings from Philippi, 100 miles away, while he was in Thessalonica (Phil. 4:15, 16). (2) According to 1:9 and 2:14–16, most of the Thessalonian converts were Gentiles who came out of idolatry. This would imply an extensive ministry directed to the Gentiles after Paul’s initial work with the Jews and Gentile God-fearers. (3) Paul worked “night and day” (2:9; 2 Thess. 3:7–9) during his time there. He may have begun to work immediately, but Paul supported himself by tent-making, which took many hours away from his ministry, requiring a longer stay to accomplish the extensive ministry of evangelism and teaching that took place in that city. After Silas and Timothy met Paul in Athens (3:1, 2), he sent Timothy to Thessalonica (Silas also went back to Macedonia, probably Philippi), and his assistants later rejoined him in Corinth (Acts 18:5; cf. 1 Thess. 1:1 where Silas is called Silvanus). There he wrote this epistle in A.D. 51 as his response to Timothy’s good report.
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THE CHRIST OF 1 THESSALONIANS

Christ is seen as the believer’s hope of salvation both now and at His coming. When He returns, He will deliver (1:10; 5:4–11), reward (2:19), perfect (3:13), resurrect (4:13–18), and sanctify (5:23) all who trust Him.
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KEYS TO 1 THESSALONIANS

Key Word: Holiness in Light of Christ’s Return—Throughout this letter is an unmistakable emphasis upon steadfastness in the Lord (3:8) and a continuing growth in faith and love in view of the return of Christ (1:3–10; 2:12–20; 3:10–13; 4:1–5:28). The theme is not only the returning of Christ, but also the life of the believer in every practical relationship, each aspect of which can be transformed and illuminated by the glorious prospect of His eventual return.

Key Verses: 1 Thessalonians 3:12, 13 and 4:16–18—“And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another and to all, just as we do to you, so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints” (3:12, 13).

“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words” (4:16–18).

Key Chapter: 1 Thessalonians 4—Chapter 4 includes the central passage of the epistles on the coming of the Lord when the dead in Christ shall rise first, and those who remain are caught up together with them in the clouds.
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SURVEY OF 1 THESSALONIANS

After Paul’s forced separation from the Thessalonians, he grows increasingly concerned about the progress of their faith. His great relief upon hearing Timothy’s positive report prompts him to write this warm epistle of commendation, exhortation, and consolation. They are commended for remaining steadfast under afflictions, exhorted to excel still more in their Christian walk, and consoled concerning their loved ones who have died in Christ. The theme of the coming of the Lord recurs throughout this epistle, and 4:13–5:11 is one of the fullest New Testament developments of this crucial truth. The two major sections of 1 Thessalonians are: Paul’s personal reflections of the Thessalonians (1–3) and Paul’s instructions for the Thessalonians (4 and 5).

Paul’s Personal Reflections on the Thessalonians (1–3): Paul’s typical salutation in the first verse combines the customary Greek (“grace”) and Hebrew (“peace”) greetings of his day and enriches them with Christian content. The opening chapter is a declaration of thanksgiving for the Thessalonians’ metamorphosis from heathenism to Christian hope. Faith, love, and hope (1:3) properly characterize the new lives of these believers. In 2:1–16 Paul reviews his brief ministry in Thessalonica and defends his conduct and motives, apparently to answer enemies who are trying to impugn his character and message. He sends Timothy to minister to them and is greatly relieved when Timothy reports the stability of their faith and love (2:17–3:10). Paul therefore closes this historical section with a prayer that their faith may continue to deepen (3:11–13).

Paul’s Instructions to the Thessalonians (4 and 5): The apostle deftly moves into a series of exhortations and instructions by encouraging the Thessalonians to continue progressing. He reminds them of his previous teaching on sexual and social matters (4:1–12), since these Gentile believers lack the moral upbringing in the Mosaic Law provided in the Jewish community. Now rooted in the Word of God (2:13), the readers must resist the constant pressures of a pagan society.

Paul has taught them about the return of Christ, and they have become distressed over the deaths of some among them. In 4:13–18 Paul comforts them with the assurance that all who die in Christ will be resurrected at His parousia (“presence, ” “coming, ” or “advent”). The apostle continues his discourse on eschatology by describing the coming day of the Lord (5:1–11). In anticipation of this day, believers are to “watch and be sober” as “sons of light” who are destined for salvation, not wrath. Paul requests the readers to deal with integrity toward one another and to continue growing spiritually (5:12–22). The epistle closes with a wish for their sanctification, three requests, and a benediction (5:23–28).

[image: ]

OUTLINE OF 1 THESSALONIANS

I. Paul’s Personal Reflections on the Thessalonians … 1:1–3:13

A. Paul’s Commendation for Their Growth … 1:1–10

B. Paul’s Founding of the Church … 2:1–16

C. Timothy’s Strengthening of the Church … 2:17–3:13

1. Satan Hinders Paul … 2:17–20

2. Paul Sends Timothy … 3:1–5

3. Timothy’s Encouraging Report … 3:6–10

4. Paul’s Desire to Visit Them … 3:11–13

II. Paul’s Instructions to the Thessalonians … 4:1–5:28

A. Directions for Growth … 4:1–12

B. Revelation Concerning the Dead in Christ 4:13–18

C. Description of the Day of the Lord … 5:1–11

D. Instruction for Holy Living … 5:12–22

E. Conclusion … 5:23–28




CHAPTER 1

Paul’s Commendation for Their Growth

1Paul, RSilvanus, and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.*

2We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers, 

3remembering without ceasing Ryour work of faith, Rlabor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father, 

4knowing, beloved brethren, Ryour election by God.

5For Rour gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, Rand in the Holy Spirit Rand in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you for your sake.

6And you became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit, 

7so that you became examples to all in Macedonia and Achaia who believe.

8For from you the word of the Lord Rhas sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also Rin every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything.

9For they themselves declare concerning us Rwhat manner of entry we had to you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 

10and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.




CHAPTER 2

Paul’s Founding of the Church

1For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to you was not in vain.

2But even* after we had suffered before and were spitefully treated at RPhilippi, as you know, we were Rbold in our God to speak to you the gospel of God in much conflict.

3For our exhortation did not come from error or uncleanness, nor was it in deceit.

4But as Rwe have been approved by God Rto be entrusted with the gospel, even so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God Rwho tests our hearts. 

5For Rneither at any time did we use flattering words, as you know, nor a cloak for covetousness—God is witness.

6Nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, when we might have made demands as apostles of Christ.

7But Rwe were gentle among you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her own children.

8So, affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God, but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us.

9For you remember, brethren, our labor and toil; for laboring night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, we preached to you the gospel of God.

10You are witnesses, and God also, how devoutly and justly and blamelessly we behaved ourselves among you who believe;

11as you know how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged* every one of you, as a father does his own children, 

12Rthat you would walk worthy of God Rwho calls you into His own kingdom and glory.

13For this reason we also thank God Rwithout ceasing, because when you Rreceived the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it Rnot as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.

14For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God which are in Judea in Christ Jesus. For you also suffered the same things from your own countrymen, just as they did from the Judeans, 

15Rwho killed both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they do not please God Rand are contrary to all men, 

16forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they may be saved, so as always to fill up the measure of their sins; but wrath has come upon them to the uttermost.

Satan Hinders Paul

17But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short time Rin presence, not in heart, endeavored more eagerly to see your face with great desire.

18Therefore we wanted to come to you—even I, Paul, time and again—but RSatan hindered us.

19For Rwhat is our hope, or joy, or Rcrown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the Rpresence of our Lord Jesus Christ Rat His coming?

20For you are our glory and joy.




CHAPTER 3

Paul Sends Timothy

1Therefore, when we could no longer endure it, we thought it good to be left in Athens alone, 

2and sent Timothy, our brother and minister of God, and our fellow laborer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you and encourage you concerning your faith, 

3Rthat no one should be shaken by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that Rwe are appointed to this.

4For, in fact, we told you before when we were with you that we would suffer tribulation, just as it happened, and you know.

5For this reason, when I could no longer endure it, I sent to know your faith, Rlest by some means the tempter had tempted you, and our labor might be in vain.

Timothy’s Encouraging Report

6RBut now that Timothy has come to us from you, and brought us good news of your faith and love, and that you always have good remembrance of us, greatly desiring to see us, as we also to see you—

7therefore, brethren, in all our affliction and distress Rwe were comforted concerning you by your faith.

8For now we live, if you Rstand fast in the Lord.

9For what thanks can we render to God for you, for all the joy with which we rejoice for your sake before our God, 

10night and day praying exceedingly that we may see your face Rand perfect what is lacking in your faith?

Paul’s Desire to Visit Them

11Now may our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ, Rdirect our way to you.

12And may the Lord make you increase and Rabound in love to one another and to all, just as we do to you, 

13so that He may establish Ryour hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.




CHAPTER 4

Directions for Growth

1Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus Rthat you should abound more and more, Rjust as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God;

2for you know what commandments we gave you through the Lord Jesus.

3For this is Rthe will of God, Ryour sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality;

4Rthat each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 

5Rnot in passion of lust, Rlike the Gentiles who do not know God;

6that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified.

7For God did not call us to uncleanness, Rbut in holiness.

8RTherefore he who rejects this does not reject man, but God, Rwho has also given* us His Holy Spirit.

9But concerning brotherly love you have no need that I should write to you, for Ryou yourselves are taught by God Rto love one another;

10and indeed you do so toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, Rthat you increase more and more;

11that you also aspire to lead a quiet life, Rto mind your own business, and Rto work with your own hands, as we commanded you, 

12Rthat you may walk properly toward those who are outside, and that you may lack nothing.

Revelation Concerning the Dead in Christ

13But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have Tfallen asleep, lest you sorrow Ras others Rwho have no hope.

14For Rif we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.*

15For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep.

16For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.

17Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.

18RTherefore comfort one another with these words.




CHAPTER 5

Description of the Day of the Lord

1But concerning Rthe times and the sea-sons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you.

2For you yourselves know perfectly that Rthe day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night.

3For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then Rsudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape.

4RBut you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief.

5You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness.

6RTherefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober.

7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night.

8But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation.

9For RGod did not appoint us to wrath, Rbut to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

10who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him.

11Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing.

Instruction for Holy Living

12And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, 

13and to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake. RBe at peace among yourselves.

14Now we exhort you, brethren, Rwarn those who are unruly, Rcomfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, Rbe patient with all.

15RSee that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good both for yourselves and for all.

16RRejoice always, 

17Rpray without ceasing, 

18in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

19RDo not quench the Spirit.

20Do not despise prophecies.

21Test all things; hold fast what is good.

22Abstain from every form of evil.

Conclusion

23Now may Rthe God of peace Himself Rsanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body Rbe preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

24He who calls you is Rfaithful, who also will Rdo it.

25Brethren, pray for us.

26Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss.

27I charge you by the Lord that this Tepistle be read to all the holy* brethren.

28The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.




The Second Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Thessalonians
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THE BOOK OF 2 THESSALONIANS

Since Paul’s first letter, the seeds of false doctrine have been sown among the Thessalonians, causing them to waver in their faith. Paul removes these destructive seeds and again plants the seeds of truth. He begins by commending the believers on their faithfulness in the midst of persecution and encouraging them that present suffering will be repaid with future glory. Therefore, in the midst of persecution, expectation can be high.

Paul then deals with the central matter of his letter: a misunderstanding spawned by false teachers regarding the coming day of the Lord. Despite reports to the contrary, that day has not yet come, and Paul recounts the events that must first take place. Laboring for the gospel, rather than lazy resignation, is the proper response.

As the second letter in Paul’s Thessalonian correspondence, this was entitled Pros Thessalonikeis B, the “Second to the Thessalonians.”
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THE AUTHOR OF 2 THESSALONIANS

The external attestation to the authenticity of 2 Thessalonians as a Pauline epistle is even stronger than that for 1 Thessalonians. Internally, the vocabulary, style, and doctrinal content support the claims in 1:1 and 3:17 that it was written by Paul.
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THE TIME OF 2 THESSALONIANS

See “The Time of 1 Thessalonians” for the background to the Thessalonian correspondence. This letter was probably written a few months after 1 Thessalonians, while Paul was still in Corinth with Silas and Timothy (1:1; cf. Acts 18:5). The bearer of the first epistle may have brought Paul an update on the new developments, prompting him to write this letter. They were still undergoing persecution, and the false teaching about the day of the Lord led some of them to overreact by giving up their jobs. The problem of idleness recorded in 1 Thessalonians 4:11, 12 had become more serious (3:6–15). By this time, Paul was beginning to see the opposition he would face in his ministry in Corinth (3:2; see Acts 18:5–10).
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THE CHRIST OF 2 THESSALONIANS

The return of Christ is mentioned more times (318) in the New Testament than any other doctrine, and this is certainly the major concept in chapters 1 and 2 of this epistle. The return of the Lord Jesus is a reassuring and joyful hope for believers, but His revelation from heaven holds awesome and terrifying implications for those who have not trusted in Him (1:6–10; 2:8–12).
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KEYS TO 2 THESSALONIANS

Key Word: Understanding the Day of the Lord—The theme of this epistle is an understanding of the day of the Lord and the resulting lifestyle changes. The doctrinal error of chapter 2 has been causing the practical error that Paul seeks to overcome in chapter 3. Some of the believers have abandoned their work and have begun to live off others, apparently assuming that the end is at hand. Paul commands them to follow his example by supporting themselves and instructs the rest of the church to discipline them if they fail to do so.

Key Verses: 2 Thessalonians 2:2, 3 and 3:5, 6—“Not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come. Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition” (2:2, 3).

“Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the patience of Christ. But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received from us” (3:5, 6).

Key Chapter: 2 Thessalonians 2—The second chapter is written to correct the fallacious teaching that the day of the Lord has already come upon the Thessalonian church. This teaching, coupled with the afflictions they have been suffering, is causing a great disturbance among the believers who wonder when their “gathering together to Him” (2:1; 1 Thess. 4:13–18) will take place. Paul makes it clear that certain identifiable events will precede that day and that those events have not yet occurred.
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SURVEY OF 2 THESSALONIANS

This epistle is the theological sequel to 1 Thessalonians, which developed the theme of the coming day of the Lord (1 Thess. 5:1–11). However, not long after the Thessalonians receive that letter, they fall prey to false teaching or outright deception, thinking the day of the Lord has already begun. Paul writes this brief letter to correct the error and also to encourage those believers whose faith is being tested by the difficulties presented by persecution. He also reproves those who have decided to cease working because they believe the coming of Christ is near. Second Thessalonians deals with Paul’s encouragement in persecution (1); Paul’s explanation of the day of the Lord (2); and Paul’s exhortation to the church (3).

Paul’s Encouragement in Persecution (1): After his two verse salutation, Paul gives thanks for the growing faith and love of the Thessalonians and assures them of their ultimate deliverance from those who are persecuting them (1:3–10). They are encouraged to patiently endure their afflictions, knowing that the Lord Jesus will judge their persecutors when He is “revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire” (1:7, 8). Before Paul moves to the next topic, he concludes this section with a prayer for the spiritual welfare of his readers (1:11, 12).

Paul’s Explanation of the Day of the Lord (2): Because of the severity of their afflictions, the Thessalonians have become susceptible to false teaching (and possibly a fraudulent letter in the name of Paul), claiming that they are already in the day of the Lord (2:1, 2). This was particularly disturbing because Paul’s previous letter had given them the comforting hope that they were not destined for the wrath of that day (1 Thess. 5:9). Paul therefore assures them that the day of the Lord is yet in the future and will not arrive unannounced (2:3–12). Paul then concludes with a word of encouragement and a benedictory prayer of comfort before moving to his next topic.

Paul’s Exhortation to the Church (3:1–18): Paul requests the Thessalonian church to pray on his behalf and to wait patiently for the Lord (3:1–5). Having thus commended, corrected, and comforted his readers, the tactful apostle closes his letter with a sharp word of command to those who have been using the truth of Christ’s return as an excuse for disorderly conduct (3:6–15; cf. 1 Thess. 4:11, 12). The doctrine of the Lord’s return requires a balance between waiting and working. It is a perspective that should encourage holiness, not idleness. This final section, like the first two, closes on a benedictory note (3:16–18).
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OUTLINE OF 2 THESSALONIANS

I. Paul’s Encouragement in Persecution … 1:1–12

A. Thanksgiving for Their Growth … 1:1–4

B. Encouragement in Their Persecution … 1:5–10

C. Prayer for God’s Blessing … 1:11, 12

II. Paul’s Explanation of the Day of the Lord … 2:1–17

A. The Events Preceding the Day of the Lord … 2:1–12

1. First a Falling Away … 2:1–3

2. The Man of Sin Is Revealed … 2:4, 5

3. The Restrainer Is Taken Out of the Way … 2:6, 7

4. The Second Coming of Christ … 2:8–12

B. The Comfort of the Believer on the Day of the Lord … 2:13–17

III. Paul’s Exhortation to the Church … 3:1–18
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CHAPTER 1

Thanksgiving for Their Growth

1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other, 

4so that we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure, 

Encouragement in Their Persecution

5which is RmanifestT evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer;

6Rsince it is a righteous thing with God to repay with Ttribulation those who trouble you, 

7and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 

8in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 

10when He comes, in that Day, Rto be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, * because our testimony among you was believed.

Prayer for God’s Blessing

11Therefore we also pray always for you that our God would Rcount you worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the good pleasure of His goodness and Rthe work of faith with power, 

12Rthat the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.




CHAPTER 2

The Events Preceding the Day of the Lord

1Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ Rand our gathering together to Him, we ask you, 

2Rnot to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ* had come.

3Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come Runless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin* is revealed, the son of perdition, 

4who opposes and Rexalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God* in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.

5Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things?

6And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time.

7For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He* who now restrains will do so until He* is taken out of the way.

8And then the lawless one will be revealed, Rwhom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming.

9The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, Rsigns, and lying wonders, 

10and with all unrighteous deception among Rthose who perish, because they did not receive Rthe love of the truth, that they might be saved.

11And Rfor this reason God will send them strong delusion, Rthat they should believe the lie, 

12that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but Rhad pleasure in unrighteousness.

The Comfort of the Believer on the Day of the Lord

13But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth, 

14to which He called you by our gospel, for Rthe obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

15Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our Tepistle.

16Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and Father, Rwho has loved us and given us everlasting consolation and Rgood hope by grace, 

17comfort your hearts Rand establish you in every good word and work.




CHAPTER 3

Wait Patiently for Christ

1Finally, brethren, Rpray for us, that the word of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified, just as it is with you, 

2and Rthat we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men; Rfor not all have faith.

3But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you from the evil one.

4And Rwe have confidence in the Lord concerning you, both that you do and will do the things we command you.

5Now may Rthe Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the patience of Christ.

Withdraw from the Disorderly

6But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw Rfrom every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he* received from us.

7For you yourselves know how you ought to follow us, for we were not disorderly among you;

8nor did we eat anyone’s bread Tfree of charge, but worked with Rlabor and toil night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, 

9not because we do not have Rauthority, but to make ourselves an example of how you should follow us.

10For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat.

11For we hear that there are some who walk among you in a disorderly manner, not working at all, but are busybodies.

12Now those who are such we command and Texhort through our Lord Jesus Christ Rthat they work in quietness and eat their own bread.

13But as for you, brethren, Rdo not grow weary in doing good.

14And if anyone does not obey our word in this Tepistle, note that person and Rdo not keep company with him, that he may be ashamed.

15RYet do not count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.

Conclusion

16Now may Rthe Lord of peace Himself give you peace always in every way. The Lord be with you all.

17RThe salutation of Paul with my own hand, which is a sign in every Tepistle; so I write.

18RThe grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.




The First Epistle of Paul the Apostle to Timothy

[image: ]

THE BOOK OF 1 TIMOTHY

Paul, the aged and experienced apostle, writes to the young pastor Timothy who is facing a heavy burden of responsibility in the church at Ephesus. The task is challenging: false doctrine must be erased, public worship safeguarded, and mature leadership developed. In addition to the conduct of the church, Paul talks pointedly about the conduct of the minister. Timothy must be on his guard lest his youthfulness become a liability, rather than an asset, to the gospel. He must be careful to avoid false teachers and greedy motives, pursuing instead righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance, and the gentleness that befits a man of God.

The Greek title for this letter is Pros Timotheon A, the “First to Timothy.” The name “Timothy” means “Honoring God” or “Honored by God” and probably was given to him by his mother Eunice.
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THE AUTHOR OF 1 TIMOTHY

Since the early nineteenth century, the Pastoral Epistles have been attacked more than any other Pauline epistles on the issue of authenticity. The similarity of these epistles requires that they be treated as a unit in terms of authorship because they stand or fall together.

The external evidence solidly supports the conservative position that Paul wrote the letters to Timothy and Titus. Postapostolic church fathers, such as Polycarp and Clement of Rome, allude to them as Paul’s writing. In addition, these epistles are identified as Pauline by Irenaeus, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria, and the Muratorian Canon. Only Romans and 1 Corinthians have better attestation among the Pauline Epistles.

Suggestions of an author other than Paul are supported wholly on the basis of internal evidence. Even though these letters claim to be written by Paul (1:1; 2 Tim. 1:1; Titus 1:1), critics assert that they are “pious forgeries” that appeared in the second century. There are several problems with this: (1) Pseudonymous writing was unacceptable to Paul (see 2 Thess. 2:2, 3:17) and to the early church, which was very sensitive to the problem of forgeries. (2) The adjective pious should deceive no one: a forgery was as deliberately deceptive then as it is now. (3) The many personal facts and names that appear in the Pastoral Epistles would have been avoided by a forger who would have taken refuge in vagueness. Nor would a forger have used expressions like those in 1:13, 15 if he had been an admirer of Paul. The doctrinal teaching and autobiographical details (cf. 1:12–17; 2:7; 2 Tim. 1:8–12; 4:9–22; Titus 1:5; 3:12, 13) fit very well with “Paul, the aged” (Philem. 9). (4) What purpose or advantage would these epistles serve as forgeries written years later? There are too many personal elements, and the doctrinal refutations do not refer to second-century Gnosticism. (5) The style and content of the postapostolic writings or apocryphal books differ greatly with these three letters.
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THE TIME OF 1 TIMOTHY

Pauline authorship of the Pastoral Epistles requires Paul’s release from his Roman imprisonment (Acts 28), the continuation of his missionary endeavors, and his imprisonment for a second time in Rome. Unfortunately, the order of events can only be reconstructed from hints, because there is no concurrent history paralleling Acts to chronicle the last years of the apostle. The following reconstruction, therefore, is only tentative:

As he anticipated in Philippians (1:19, 25, 26; 2:24), Paul was released from his first Roman imprisonment. It is possible that his Jewish accusers decided not to appear at his trial before Caesar. In fulfillment of his promise to the Philippians (Phil. 2:19–23), he sends Timothy to Philippi to relate the good news. Paul himself went to Ephesus (in spite of his earlier expectations in Acts 20:38) and to other Asian churches like Colosse (see Philem. 22). When Timothy rejoined him in Ephesus, Paul instructed his assistant to “remain in Ephesus” (1:3) while he journeyed to Macedonia. When he saw that he might be delayed in Macedonia, Paul wrote 1 Timothy, perhaps from Philippi (3:14, 15). After he saw Timothy in Ephesus, the apostle journeyed on to the island of Crete where, after a period of ministry, he left Titus to continue the work (Titus 1:5). In Corinth, Paul decided to write a letter to Titus because Zenas and Apollos were making a journey that would take them by way of Crete (Titus 3:13). He instructed Titus to join him in Nicopolis after the arrival of his replacement in Crete, Artemas or Tychicus (Titus 3:12).

If he went to Spain as he had planned (Rom. 15:24, 28), Paul probably departed with Titus for that western province after his winter in Nicopolis. Early church tradition holds that Paul did go to Spain. Before the end of the first century, Clement of Rome said that Paul “reached the limits of the West” (1 Clement 5:7). Since he was writing from Rome, he evidently had Spain in mind. Paul may have been in Spain from A.D. 64 to 66. He returned to Greece and Asia—to Corinth, Miletus, and Troas (2 Tim. 4:13, 20)—and may have been arrested in Troas where he left his valuable books and parchments (2 Tim. 4:13, 15).

Now that Christianity had become an illegal religion in the empire (the burning of Rome took place in A.D. 64), Paul’s enemies were able to successfully accuse him. He was imprisoned in A.D. 67 and wrote 2 Timothy from his Roman cell after his first defense before the Imperial Court (2 Tim. 1:8, 17; 2:9; 4:16, 17). He was delivered from condemnation, but he held no hope of release and expected to be executed (2 Tim. 4:6–8, 18). He urged Timothy to come before that happened (2 Tim. 4:9, 21); and, according to tradition, the apostle was beheaded west of Rome on the Ostian Way.

Paul wrote 1 Timothy from Macedonia in A.D. 62 or 63 while Timothy was serving as his representative in Ephesus and perhaps in other churches in the province of Asia. Timothy was to appoint elders, combat false doctrine, and supervise church life as an apostolic representative.
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THE CHRIST OF 1 TIMOTHY

Christ is the “one Mediator between God and men” (2:5), and “God was manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up in glory” (3:16). He is the source of spiritual strength, faith, and love (1:12, 14). He “came into the world to save sinners” (1:15) and “gave Himself a ransom for all” (2:6) as “the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe” (4:10).
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KEYS TO 1 TIMOTHY

Key Word: Leadership Manual for Church Organization—The theme of this epistle is Timothy’s organization and oversight of the Asian churches as a faithful minister of God. Paul writes this letter as a reference manual for leadership so that Timothy will have effective guidance for his work during Paul’s absence in Macedonia (3:14, 15). Paul wants to encourage and exhort his younger assistant to become an example to others, exercise his spiritual gifts, and “fight the good fight of faith” (6:12; cf. 1:18; 4:12–16; 6:20). Timothy’s personal and public life must be above reproach; and he must be ready to deal with matters of false teaching, organization, discipline, proclamation of the Scriptures, poverty and wealth, and the roles of various groups. Negatively, he is to refute error (1:7–11; 6:3–5); positively, he is to teach the truth (4:13–16; 6:2, 17, 18).

Key Verses: 1 Timothy 3:15, 16 and 6:11, 12—“But if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up in glory” (3:15, 16).

“But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses” (6:11, 12).

Key Chapter: 1 Timothy 3—Listed in chapter 3 are the qualifications for the leaders of God’s church, the elders and deacons. Notably absent are qualities of worldly success or position. Instead, Paul enumerates character qualities demonstrating that true leadership emanates from our walk with God rather than from achievements or vocational success.
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SURVEY OF 1 TIMOTHY

Paul’s last three recorded letters, written near the end of his full and fruitful life, were addressed to his authorized representatives Timothy and Titus. These were the only letters Paul wrote exclusively to individuals (Philemon was addressed primarily to its namesake, but also to others), and they were designed to exhort and encourage Timothy and Titus in their ministry of solidifying the churches in Ephesus and Crete. In the eighteenth century, these epistles came to be known as the Pastoral Epistles even though they do not use any terms such as shepherd, pastor, flock, or sheep. Still, this title is appropriate for 1 Timothy and Titus, since they focus on the oversight of church life. It is less appropriate in the case of 2 Timothy, which is a more personal than church-oriented letter. The Pastoral Epistles abound with principles for leadership and righteous living.

In his first letter to Timothy, Paul seeks to guide his younger and less experienced assistant in his weighty responsibility as the overseer of the work at Ephesus and other Asian cities. He writes, in effect, a challenge to Timothy to fulfill the task before him: combating false teaching with sound doctrine, developing qualified leadership, teaching God’s Word, and encouraging Christian conduct. Because of the personal and conversational character of this letter, it is loosely structured around five clear charges that end each section (1:18–20; 3:14–16; 4:11–20; 5:21–25; 6:20, 21): Paul’s charges concerning doctrine (1); Paul’s charge concerning public worship (2 and 3); Paul’s charge concerning false teachers (4); Paul’s charge concerning church discipline (5); and Paul’s charge concerning pastoral motives (6).

Paul’s Charge Concerning Doctrine (1): After his greetings (1:1, 2), Paul warns Timothy about the growing problem of false doctrines, particularly as they relate to the misuse of the Mosaic Law (1:3–11). The aging apostle then recounts his radical conversion to Christ and subsequent calling to the ministry (1:12–17). Timothy, too, has received a divine calling, and Paul charges him to fulfill it without wavering in doctrine or conduct (1:18–20).

Paul’s Charge Concerning Public Worship (2 and 3): Turning his attention to the church at large, Paul addresses the issues of church worship and leadership. Efficacious public prayer should be a part of worship, and Paul associates this with the role of men in the church (2:1–8). He then turns to the role of women (2:9–15), wherein he emphasizes the importance of the inner quality of godliness. In 3:1–7 Paul lists several qualifications for overseers or bishops. The word for “overseer” (episkopos) is used synonymously with the word for “elder” (presbuteros) in the New Testament, because both originally referred to the same office (see Acts 20:17, 28; Titus 1:5, 7). The qualifications for the office of deacon (diakonos, “servant”) are listed in 3:8–13.

Paul’s Charge Concerning False Teachers (4): Timothy obviously had difficulties with some of the older men (5:1) who had left the faith. Paul carefully advises on the issues of marriage, food, and exercise. The closing charge exhorts Timothy not to neglect the spiritual gift given to him.

Paul’s Charge Concerning Church Discipline (5): One of the most difficult pastoral duties for the young minister is to lead in the exercise of church discipline. Commencing with the general advice of treating all members of the church as family (5:1, 2), Paul concentrates on the two special areas of widows and elders, focusing on Timothy’s responsibility and providing practical instruction.

Paul’s Charge Concerning Pastoral Duties (6): In addition, the insidious doctrine was being taught that godliness will eventually result in material blessing. Paul, in no uncertain terms, states “from such withdraw yourself” (6:5). The book closes with an extended charge (6:11–21), which is supplemented by an additional charge that Timothy is to give to the wealthy of this age (6:17–19).

[image: ]

OUTLINE OF 1 TIMOTHY

I. Paul’s Charge Concerning Doctrine … 1:1–20

A. Paul’s Past Charge to Timothy … 1:1–11

B. Christ’s Past Charge to Paul … 1:12–17

C. First Charge: “Wage the Good Warfare” … 1:18–20

II. Paul’s Charge Concerning Public Worship … 2:1–3:16

A. Prayer in Public Worship … 2:1–8

B. Women in Public Worship … 2:9–15

C. Qualifications of Bishops … 3:1–7

D. Qualifications of Deacons … 3:8–13

E. Second Charge: “Conduct Yourself in the House of God” … 3:14–16

III. Paul’s Charge Concerning False Teachers … 4:1–16

A. Description of False Teachers … 4:1–5

B. Instruction for the True Teacher … 4:6–10

C. Third Charge: “Do Not Neglect the Gift” … 4:11–16

IV. Paul’s Charge Concerning Church Discipline … 5:1–25

A. How to Treat All People … 5:1, 2

B. How to Treat Widows … 5:3–16

C. How to Treat Elders … 5:17–20

D. Fourth Charge: “Observe These Things Without Prejudice” … 5:21–25

V. Paul’s Charge Concerning Pastoral Motives … 6:1–21

A. Exhortation to Servants … 6:1, 2

B. Exhortation to Godliness with Contentment … 6:3–16

C. Exhortation to the Rich … 6:17–19

D. Fifth Charge: “Guard What Was Committed” … 6:20, 21




CHAPTER 1

Paul’s Past Charge to Timothy

1Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the commandment of God our Savior and the Lord Jesus Christ, our hope, 

2To Timothy, a true son in the faith:

RGrace, mercy, and peace from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord.

3As I urged you Rwhen I went into Macedonia—remain in Ephesus that you may Tcharge some Rthat they teach no other doctrine, 

4nor give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which cause disputes rather than godly edification which is in faith.

5Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere faith, 

6from which some, having strayed, have turned aside to Ridle talk, 

7desiring to be teachers of the law, understanding neither what they say nor the things which they affirm.

8But we know that the law is Rgood if one uses it lawfully, 

9knowing this: that the law is not made for a righteous person, but for the lawless and insubordinate, for the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, 

10for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is Tcontrary to sound doctrine, 

11according to the glorious gospel of the Rblessed God which was Rcommitted to my trust.

Christ’s Past Charge to Paul

12And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry, 

13although RI was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an Tinsolent man; but I obtained mercy because RI did it ignorantly in unbelief.

14RAnd the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, Rwith faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.

15RThis is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that RChrist Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.

16However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life.

17Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, * be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

Final Charge: “Wage the Good Warfare”

18This Tcharge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 

19having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck, 

20of whom are RHymenaeus and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme.




CHAPTER 2

Prayer in Public Worship

1Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, 

2Rfor kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.

3For this is Rgood and acceptable in the sight Rof God our Savior, 

4who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

5RFor there is one God and Rone Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 

6Rwho gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time, 

7Rfor which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle—I am speaking the truth in Christ* and not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

8I desire therefore that the men pray Reverywhere, Rlifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting;

Women in Public Worship

9in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, 

10but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works.

11Let a woman learn in silence with all submission.

12And RI do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence.

13For Adam was formed first, then Eve.

14And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression.

15Nevertheless she will be saved in childbearing if they continue in faith, love, and holiness, with self-control.




CHAPTER 3

Qualifications of Bishops

1This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the position of a bishop, * he desires a good work.

2A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach;

3not Tgiven to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, * but gentle, not quarrelsome, not Tcovetous;

4one who rules his own house well, having his children in submission with all reverence

5(for if a man does not know how to rule his own house, how will he take care of the church of God?);

6not a Tnovice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil.

7Moreover he must have a good testimony among those who are outside, lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

Qualifications of Deacons

8Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued, Rnot given to much wine, not greedy for money, 

9holding the Tmystery of the faith with a pure conscience.

10But let these also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons, being found blameless.

11Likewise, their wives must be reverent, not Tslanderers, temperate, faithful in all things.

12Let deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well.

13For those who have served well as deacons Robtain for themselves a good standing and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.

Second Charge: “Conduct Yourself in the House of God”

14These things I write to you, though I hope to come to you shortly;

15but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and Tground of the truth.

16And without controversy great is the Tmystery of godliness:

God* was manifested in the flesh, 

RJustified in the Spirit, 

RSeen by angels, 

Preached among the Gentiles, 

RBelieved on in the world, 

RReceived up in glory.




CHAPTER 4

Description of False Teachers

1Now the Spirit Texpressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed Rto deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 

2speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, 

3forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth.

4For every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received with thanksgiving;

5for it is Tsanctified by the word of God and prayer.

Instruction for the True Teacher

6If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, Rnourished in the words of faith and of the good doctrine which you have carefully followed.

7But reject profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise yourself toward godliness.

8For Rbodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, Rhaving promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come.

9This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance.

10For to this end we both labor and suffer reproach, * because we trust in the living God, Rwho is the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe.

Third Charge: “Do Not Neglect the Gift”

11These things command and teach.

12Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, * in faith, in purity.

13Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to Tdoctrine.

14Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership.

15Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all.

16Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.




CHAPTER 5

How to Treat All People

1Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort him as a father, younger men as brothers, 

2older women as mothers, younger women as sisters, with all purity.

How to Treat Widows

3Honor widows who are really widows.

4But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show piety at home and to repay their parents; for this is good and* acceptable before God.

5Now she who is really a widow, and left alone, trusts in God and continues in supplications and prayers night and day.

6But she who lives in Tpleasure is dead while she lives.

7And these things command, that they may be blameless.

8But if anyone does not provide for his own, Rand especially for those of his household, Rhe has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

9Do not let a widow under sixty years old be taken into the number, and not unless she has been the wife of one man, 

10well reported for good works: if she has brought up children, if she has lodged strangers, if she has washed the saints’ feet, if she has relieved the afflicted, if she has diligently followed every good work.

11But refuse the younger widows; for when they have begun to grow wanton against Christ, they desire to marry, 

12having condemnation because they have cast off their first Tfaith.

13And besides they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house, and not only idle but also gossips and busybodies, saying things which they ought not.

14Therefore I desire that the younger widows marry, bear children, manage the house, give no opportunity to the adversary to speak reproachfully.

15For some have already turned aside after Satan.

16If any believing man or* woman has widows, let them Trelieve them, and do not let the church be burdened, that it may relieve those who are really widows. 

How to Treat Elders

17Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the word and doctrine.

18For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain, ”* and, “The laborer is worthy of his wages.”*

19Do not receive an accusation against an elder except from two or three witnesses.

20Those who are sinning rebuke in the presence of all, that the rest also may fear.

Fourth Charge: “Observe These Things Without Prejudice”

21I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect angels that you observe these things without Rprejudice, doing nothing with partiality.

22Do not lay hands on anyone hastily, nor Rshare in other people’s sins; keep yourself pure.

23No longer drink only water, but use a little wine for your stomach’s sake and your frequent Tinfirmities.

24Some men’s sins are Rclearly evident, preceding them to judgment, but those of some men follow later.

25Likewise, the good works of some are clearly evident, and those that are otherwise cannot be hidden.




CHAPTER 6

Exhortation to Servants

1Let as many bondservants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honor, so that the name of God and His doctrine may not be blasphemed.

2And those who have believing masters, let them not despise them because they are brethren, but rather serve them because those who are benefited are believers and beloved. Teach and exhort these things.

Exhortation to Godliness with Contentment

3If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with godliness, 

4he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, 

5useless wranglings* of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. From Rsuch withdraw yourself.*

6Now godliness with Rcontentment is great gain.

7For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain* we can carry nothing out.

8And having food and clothing, with these we shall be Rcontent.

9But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition.

10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

11But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness.

12Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

13I urge you in the sight of God who gives life to all things, and before Christ Jesus Rwho witnessed the good confession before Pontius Pilate, 

14that you keep this commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing, 

15which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 





16who alone has immortality, dwelling in Runapproachable light, Rwhom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen.

Exhortation to the Rich

17Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy.

18Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, 

19Rstoring up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.

Fifth Charge: “Guard What Was Committed”

20O Timothy! RGuard what was committed to your trust, avoiding the profane and idle babblings and contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge—

21by professing it some have strayed concerning the faith. Grace be with you. Amen.




The Second Epistle of Paul the Apostle to Timothy
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THE BOOK OF 2 TIMOTHY

Prison is the last place from which to expect a letter of encouragement, but that is where Paul’s second letter to Timothy originates. He begins by assuring Timothy of his continuing love and prayers, and he reminds him of his spiritual heritage and responsibilities. Only the one who perseveres, whether as a soldier, athlete, farmer, or minister of Jesus Christ, will reap the reward. Paul warns Timothy that his teaching will come under attack as men desert the truth for ear-“itching” words (4:3). But Timothy has Paul’s example to guide him and God’s Word to fortify him as he faces growing opposition and glowing opportunities in the last days.

Paul’s last epistle received the title Pros Timotheon B, the “Second to Timothy.” When Paul’s epistles were collected together, the B was probably added to distinguish this letter from the first letter he wrote to Timothy.
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THE AUTHOR OF 2 TIMOTHY

Since the Pastoral Epistles have to be treated as a unit on the matter of authorship, see “The Author of 1 Timothy” for comments on the origin of 2 Timothy.

Timothy’s name is found more often in the salutations of the Pauline epistles than any other (2 Cor.; Phil.; Col.; 1 and 2 Thess.; 1 and 2 Tim.; Philem.). His father was a Greek (Acts 16:1), but his Jewish mother Eunice and grandmother Lois reared him in the knowledge of the Hebrew Scriptures (1:5; 3:15). Timothy evidently became a convert of Paul (1 Cor. 4:17; 1 Tim. 1:2; 2 Tim. 1:2) when the apostle was in Lystra on his first missionary journey (Acts 14:8–20). When he visited Lystra on his second missionary journey, Paul decided to take Timothy along with him and circumcised him because of the Jews (Acts 16:1–3). Timothy was ordained to the ministry (1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6) and served as a devoted companion and assistant to Paul in Troas, Berea, Thessalonica, and Corinth (Acts 16–18; 1 Thess. 3:1, 2). During the third missionary journey, Timothy labored with Paul and ministered for him as his representative in Ephesus, Macedonia, and Corinth. He was with Paul during his first Roman imprisonment and evidently went to Philippi (2:19–23) after Paul’s release. Paul left him in Ephesus to supervise the work there (1 Tim. 1:3) and years later summoned him to Rome (4:9, 21). According to Hebrews 13:23, Timothy was imprisoned and released, but the passage does not say where. Timothy was sickly (1 Tim. 5:23), timid (2 Tim. 1:7), and youthful (1 Tim. 4:12); but he was also a gifted teacher who was trustworthy and diligent.
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THE TIME OF 2 TIMOTHY

For a tentative reconstruction of the events following Paul’s first Roman imprisonment, see “The Time of 1 Timothy.” The cruel and unbalanced Nero, emperor of Rome from A.D. 54 to 68, was responsible for the beginning of the Roman persecution of Christians. Half of Rome was destroyed in July A.D. 64 by a fire, and mounting suspicion that Nero was responsible for the conflagration caused him to use the unpopular Christians as his scapegoat. Christianity thus became a religio illicito, and persecution of those who professed Christ became severe. By the time of Paul’s return from Spain to Asia in A.D. 66, his enemies were able to use the official Roman position against Christianity to their advantage. Fearing for their own lives, the Asian believers failed to support Paul after his arrest (1:15) and no one supported him at his first defense before the Imperial Court (4:16). Abandoned by almost everyone (4:10, 11), the apostle found himself in circumstances very different from those of his first Roman imprisonment (Acts 28:16–31). At that time he was merely under house arrest, people could freely visit him, and he had the hope of release. Now he was in a cold Roman cell (4:13), regarded “as an evildoer” (2:9), and without hope of acquittal in spite of the success of his initial defense (4:6–8, 17, 18). Under these conditions, Paul wrote this epistle in the fall of A.D. 67, hoping that Timothy would be able to visit him before the approaching winter (4:21). Timothy evidently was in Ephesus at the time of this letter (see 1:18, 4:19), and on his way to Rome he would go through Troas (4:13) and Macedonia. Priscilla and Aquila (4:19) probably returned from Rome (Rom. 16:3) to Ephesus after the burning of Rome and the beginning of the persecution. Tychicus may have been the bearer of this letter (4:12).
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THE CHRIST OF 2 TIMOTHY

Christ Jesus appeared on earth, “abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel” (1:10). He rose from the dead (2:8) and provides salvation and “eternal glory” (2:10); for if believers “died with Him, ” they will “also live with Him” (2:11). All who love His appearing will receive “the crown of righteousness” (4:8) and “reign with Him” (2:12).
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KEYS TO 2 TIMOTHY

Key Word: Endurance in the Pastoral Ministry—In this letter, Paul commissions Timothy to faithfully endure and carry on the work that the condemned apostle must now relinquish. This set of instructions exhorts Timothy to use the Word of God constantly in order to overcome growing obstacles to the spread of the gospel. Timothy is in great need of encouragement because of the hardships he is facing, and Paul uses this letter to instruct him about handling persecution from the secular authorities and dissension and deception from within the church. As a spiritual father, Paul urges his young helper to overcome his natural timidity and boldly proclaim the gospel, even if it means that he will suffer for doing so.

Key Verses: 2 Timothy 2:3, 4 and 3:14–17—“You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier” (2:3, 4).

“But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” (3:14–17).

Key Chapter: 2 Timothy 2—The second chapter of 2 Timothy ought to be required daily reading for every pastor and full-time Christian worker. Paul lists the keys to an enduring successful ministry: (1) a reproducing ministry (1 and 2), an enduring ministry (3–13), a studying ministry (14–18), and a holy ministry (19–26).
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SURVEY OF 2 TIMOTHY

Paul knows as he writes this final epistle that his days on earth are quickly drawing to a close. About to relinquish his heavy burdens, the godly apostle seeks to challenge and strengthen his somewhat timid but faithful associate, Timothy, in his difficult ministry in Ephesus. In spite of Paul’s bleak circumstances, this is a letter of encouragement that urges Timothy on to steadfastness in the fulfillment of his divinely appointed task. Paul calls Timothy a “good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2:3), and it is clear from the sharp imperatives that this letter is really a combat manual for use in the spiritual warfare: “stir up” (1:6); “do not be ashamed” (1:8, 12, 13); “share with me in the sufferings” (1:8); “Hold fast … sound words” (1:13); “That good thing … keep” (1:14); “be strong” (2:1); “endure hardship” (2:3); “Be diligent to present yourself approved” (2:15); “Flee … pursue” (2:22); “avoid” (2:23); “You … must beware” (4:15). Central to everything in 2 Timothy is the sure foundation of the Word of God. Paul focuses on the need to persevere in present testing (1 and 2), and to endure in future testing (3 and 4).

Persevere in Present Testing (1 and 2): After his salutation to his “beloved son” (1:2), Paul expresses his thanksgiving for Timothy’s “genuine faith” (1:5). He then encourages Timothy to stand firm in the power of the gospel and to overcome any fear in the face of opposition. At personal risk, Onesiphorus boldly sought out Paul in Rome, but most of the Asian Christians failed to stand behind Paul at the time of his arrest. Timothy must remain faithful and not fear possible persecution. Paul then exhorts his spiritual son to reproduce in the lives of others what he has received in Christ (four generations are mentioned in 2:2). He is responsible to work hard and discipline himself like a teacher, a soldier, a farmer, a workman, a vessel, and a servant, following the example of Paul’s perseverance (2:1–13). In his dealings with others, Timothy must not become entangled in false speculation, foolish quarrels, or youthful lusts, which would hamper his effectiveness. As he pursues “righteousness, faith, love, peace” (2:22), he must know how to overcome error graciously.

Endure in Future Testing (3 and 4): Paul anticipates a time of growing apostasy and wickedness when men and women will be increasingly susceptible to empty religiosity and false teaching (3:1–9). Arrogance and godlessness will breed further deception and persecution, but Timothy must not waver in using the Scripture to combat doctrinal error and moral evil (3:10–17). The Scriptures are inspired (“God-breathed”) and with them Timothy is equipped to carry out the ministry to which he was called. Paul’s final exhortation to Timothy (4:1–5) is a classic summary of the task of the man of God to proclaim the gospel in spite of opposing circumstances. This very personal letter closes with an update of Paul’s situation in Rome along with certain requests (4:6–22). Paul longs to see Timothy before the end, and he also needs certain articles, especially “the parchments” (probably portions of the Old Testament Scriptures).
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OUTLINE OF 2 TIMOTHY

I. Persevere in Present Testings … 1:1–2:26

A. Thanksgiving for Timothy’s Faith … 1:1–5

B. Reminder of Timothy’s Responsibility … 1:6–18

C. Characteristics of a Faithful Minister … 2:1–26

1. Discipling Teacher … 2:1, 2

2. Single-Minded Soldier … 2:3–5

3. Enduring Farmer … 2:6–13

4. Diligent Workman … 2:14–19

5. Sanctified Vessel … 2:20–23

6. Gentle Servant … 2:24–26

II. Endure in Future Testings … 3:1–4:22

A. Approaching Day of Apostasy … 3:1–17

1. Coming of Apostasy … 3:1–9

2. Confronting Apostasy … 3:10–17

B. Charge to Preach the Word … 4:1–5

C. Approaching Death of Paul … 4:6–22

1. Paul’s Hope in Death … 4:6–8

2. Paul’s Situation in Prison … 4:9–18

3. Paul’s Closing Greetings … 4:19–22




CHAPTER 1

Thanksgiving for Timothy’s Faith

1Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ* by the will of God, according to the Rpromise of life which is in Christ Jesus, 

2To Timothy, a Rbeloved son:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

3I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my Rforefathers did, as without ceasing I remember you in my prayers night and day, 

4greatly desiring to see you, being mindful of your tears, that I may be filled with joy, 

5when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.

Reminder of Timothy’s Responsibility

6Therefore I remind you Rto stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands.

7For RGod has not given us a spirit of fear, Rbut of power and of love and of a sound mind.

8Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God, 

9who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, Rnot according to our works, but Raccording to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 

10but Rhas now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, 

11to which I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.*

12For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.

13RHold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.

14That good thing which was committed to you, keep by the Holy Spirit who dwells in us.

15This you know, that all those in Asia have turned away from me, among whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes.

16The Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain;

17but when he arrived in Rome, he sought me out very zealously and found me.

18The Lord Rgrant to him that he may find mercy from the Lord in that Day—and you know very well how many ways he ministered to me* at Ephesus.




CHAPTER 2

Discipling Teacher

1You therefore, Rmy son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

2And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.

Single-Minded Soldier

3You therefore must endure* hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

4RNo one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.

5And also Rif anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules.

Enduring Farmer

6The hardworking farmer must be first to partake of the crops.

7Consider what I say, and may* the Lord give you understanding in all things.

8Remember that Jesus Christ, Rof the seed of David, Rwas raised from the dead according to my gospel, 

9Rfor which I suffer trouble as an evildoer, even to the point of chains; but the word of God is not chained.

10Therefore RI endure all things for the sake of the Telect, Rthat they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

11This is a faithful saying:

For Rif we died with Him, 

We shall also live with Him.

12RIf we endure, 

We shall also reign with Him.

RIf we deny Him, 

He also will deny us.

13If we are faithless, 

He remains faithful;

He Rcannot deny Himself.

Diligent Workman

14Remind them of these things, charging them before the Lord not to strive about words to no profit, to the ruin of the hearers.

15Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

16But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness.

17And their message will spread like cancer. RHymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, 

18who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and they overthrow the faith of some.

19Nevertheless Rthe solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: “The Lord Rknows those who are His, ” and, “Let everyone who names the name of Christ* depart from iniquity.”

Sanctified Vessel

20But in a great house there are not only Rvessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor.

21Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, Rprepared for every good work.

22Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

23But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife.

Gentle Servant

24And Ra servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, Rable to teach, Rpatient, 

25Rin humility correcting those who are in opposition, Rif God perhaps will grant them repentance, Rso that they may know the truth, 

26and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will.




CHAPTER 3

Coming of Apostasy

1But know this, that Rin the last days perilous times will come:

2For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 

3unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 

4traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 

5having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!

6For Rof this sort are those who creep into households and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, 

7always learning and never able Rto come to the knowledge of the truth.

8RNow as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, disapproved concerning the faith;

9but they will progress no further, for their folly will be manifest to all, Ras theirs also was.

Confronting Apostasy

10RBut you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, 

11persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra—what persecutions I endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered me.

12Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.

13RBut evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived.

14But you must Rcontinue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 

15and that from childhood you have known Rthe Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

16RAll Scripture is given by inspiration of God, Rand is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 

17that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.




CHAPTER 4

Charge to Preach the Word

1I Rcharge you therefore* before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, Rwho will judge the living and the dead at* His appearing and His kingdom:

2Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.

3RFor the time will come when they will not endure Rsound doctrine, Rbut according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers;

4and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.

5But you be watchful in all things, Rendure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

Paul’s Hope in Death

6For RI am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of Rmy departure is at hand.

7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.

8Finally, there is laid up for me Rthe crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.

Paul’s Situation in Prison

9Be diligent to come to me quickly;

10for RDemas has forsaken me, Rhaving loved this present world, and has departed for Thessalonica—Crescens for Galatia, Titus for Dalmatia.

11Only Luke is with me. Get RMark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for ministry.

12And Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus.

13Bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas when you come—and the books, especially the parchments.

14RAlexander the coppersmith did me much harm. May the Lord repay him according to his works.

15You also must beware of him, for he has greatly resisted our words.

16At my first defense no one stood with me, but all forsook me. RMay it not be charged against them.

17But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that the message might be preached fully through me, and that all the Gentiles might hear. Also I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.

18RAnd the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for His heavenly kingdom. RTo Him be glory forever and ever. Amen!

Paul’s Closing Greetings

19Greet RPrisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus.

20Erastus stayed in Corinth, but Trophimus I have left in Miletus sick.

21Do your utmost to come before winter. Eubulus greets you, as well as Pudens, Linus, Claudia, and all the brethren.

22The Lord Jesus Christ* be with your spirit. Grace be with you. Amen.




The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to Titus
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THE BOOK OF TITUS

Titus, a young pastor, faces the unenviable assignment of setting in order the church at Crete. Paul writes advising him to appoint elders, men of proven spiritual character in their homes and businesses, to oversee the work of the church. But elders are not the only individuals in the church who are required to excel spiritually. Men and women, young and old, each have their vital functions to fulfill in the church if they are to be living examples of the doctrine they profess. Throughout his letter to Titus, Paul stresses the necessary, practical working out of salvation in the daily lives of both the elders and the congregation. Good works are desirable and profitable for all believers.

This third Pastoral Epistle is simply titled Pros Titon, “To Titus.” Ironically, this was also the name of the Roman general who destroyed Jerusalem in A.D. 70 and succeeded his father Vespasian as emperor.
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THE AUTHOR OF TITUS

Since the Pastoral Epistles have to be treated as a unit on the matter of authorship, see “The Author of 1 Timothy” for the authorship of Titus.

Titus is not mentioned in Acts, but the thirteen references to him in the Pauline epistles make it clear that he was one of Paul’s closest and most trusted companions. This convert of Paul (“a true son in our common faith, ” 1:4) was probably from Syrian Antioch, if he was one of the disciples of Acts 11:26. Paul brought this uncircumcised Greek believer to Jerusalem (Gal. 2:3) where he became a test case on the matter of Gentiles and liberty from the law. Years later when Paul set out from Antioch on his third missionary journey (Acts 18:22), Titus must have accompanied him because he was sent by the apostle to Corinth on three occasions during that time (2 Cor. 2:12, 13; 7:5–7, 13–15; 8:6, 16–24). He is not mentioned again until Paul leaves him in Crete to carry on the work (Titus 1:5). He was with Paul during his second Roman imprisonment but left to go to Dalmatia (2 Tim. 4:10), possibly on an evangelistic mission. Paul spoke of this reliable and gifted associate as his “brother” (2 Cor. 2:13), his “partner and fellow worker” (2 Cor. 8:23), and his “son” (1:4). He lauded Titus’s character and conduct in 2 Corinthians 7:13–15 and 8:16, 17.
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THE TIME OF TITUS

For a tentative reconstruction of the events following Paul’s first Roman imprisonment, see “The Time of 1 Timothy.”

The Mediterranean island of Crete is 156 miles long and up to 30 miles wide, and its first-century inhabitants were notorious for untruthfulness and immorality (1:12, 13). “To act the Cretan” became an idiom meaning “to play the liar.” A number of Jews from Crete were present in Jerusalem at the time of Peter’s sermon on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:11), and some of them may have believed in Christ and introduced the gospel to their countrymen. Certainly Paul would not have had opportunity to do evangelistic work during his brief sojourn in Crete while he was en route to Rome (Acts 27:7–13). The apostle spread the gospel in the cities of Crete after his release from Roman imprisonment and left Titus there to finish organizing the churches (1:5). Because of the problem of immorality among the Cretans, it was important for Titus to stress the need for righteousness in Christian living. False teachers, especially “those of the circumcision” (1:10), were also misleading and divisive. Paul wrote this letter about A.D. 63, perhaps from Corinth, taking advantage of the journey of Zenas and Apollos (3:13), whose destination would take them by way of Crete. Paul was planning to spend the winter in Nicopolis (western Greece), and he urged Titus in this letter to join him there upon his replacement by Artemas or Tychicus (3:12). Paul may have been planning to leave Nicopolis for Spain in the spring, and he wanted his useful companion Titus to accompany him.
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THE CHRIST OF TITUS

The deity and redemptive work of Christ are beautifully stated in 2:13, 14: “Looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.”
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KEYS TO TITUS

Key Word: Conduct Manual for Church Living—This brief letter focuses on Titus’s role and responsibility in the organization and supervision of the churches in Crete. It is written to strengthen and exhort Titus to firmly exercise his authority as an apostolic representative to churches that need to be put in order, refuting false teachers and dissenters and replacing immoral behavior with good deeds. Paul uses this letter to remind Titus of some of the details related to his task, including the qualifications for elders and the behavior expected of various groups in the churches. Paul includes three doctrinal sections in this letter to stress that proper belief (orthodoxy) gives the basis for proper behavior (orthopraxy).

Key Verses: Titus 1:5 and 3:8—“For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I commanded you—”(1:5).

“This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm constantly, that those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable to men” (3:8).

Key Chapter: Titus 2—Summarized in Titus 2 are the key commands to be obeyed which insure godly relationships within the church. Paul includes all categories of people instructing them to show “all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things” (2:10).
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SURVEY OF TITUS

Titus, like 1 Timothy, was written by Paul after his release from Roman imprisonment and was also written to an associate who was given the task of organizing and supervising a large work as an apostolic representative. Paul left Titus on the island of Crete to “set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city” (1:5). Not long after Paul’s departure from Crete, he wrote this letter to encourage and assist Titus in his task. It stresses sound doctrine and warns against those who distort the truth, but it also is a conduct manual that emphasizes good deeds and the proper conduct of various groups within the churches. This epistle falls into two major sections: appoint elders (1); set things in order (2 and 3).

Appoint Elders (1): The salutation to Titus is actually a compact doctrinal statement, which lifts up “His word” as the source of the truth that reveals the way to eternal life (1:1–4). Paul reminds Titus of his responsibility to organize the churches of Crete by appointing elders (also called overseers; see 1:7) and rehearses the qualifications these spiritual leaders must meet (1:5–9). This is especially important in view of the disturbances that are being caused by false teachers who are upsetting a number of the believers with their Judaic myths and commandments (1:10–16). The natural tendency toward moral laxity among the Cretans coupled with that kind of deception is a dangerous force that must be overcome by godly leadership and sound doctrine.

Set Things in Order (2 and 3): Titus is given the charge to “speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine” (2:1), and Paul delineates Titus’s role with regard to various groups in the church, including older men, older women, young women, young men, and servants (2:2–10). The knowledge of Christ must effect a transformation in each of these groups so that their testimony will “adorn the doctrine of God” (2:10). The second doctrinal statement of Titus (2:11–14) gives the basis for the appeals Paul has just made for righteous living. God in His grace redeems believers from being slaves of sin, assuring them the “blessed hope” of the coming of Christ that will eventually be realized. Paul urges Titus to authoritatively proclaim these truths (2:15).

In chapter 3 Paul moves from conduct in groups (2:1–10) to conduct in general (3:1–11). The behavior of believers as citizens must be different from the behavior of unbelievers because of their regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit. The third doctrinal statement in this book (3:4–7) emphasizes the kindness, love, and mercy of God who saves us “not by works of righteousness which we have done” (3:5). Nevertheless, the need for good deeds as a result of salvation is stressed six times in the three chapters of Titus (1:16; 2:7, 14; 3:1, 8, 14). Paul exhorts Titus to deal firmly with dissenters who would cause factions and controversies (3:9–11) and closes the letter with three instructions, a greeting, and a benediction (3:12–15).
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OUTLINE OF TITUS

I. Appoint Elders … 1:1–16

A. Introduction … 1:1–4

B. Ordain Qualified Elders … 1:5–9

C. Rebuke False Teachers … 1:10–16

II. Set Things in Order … 2:1–3:15

A. Speak Sound Doctrine … 2:1–15

B. Maintain Good Works … 3:1–11

C. Conclusion … 3:12–15




CHAPTER 1

Introduction

1Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God’s elect and the acknowledgment of the truth which accords with godliness, 

2in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began, 

3but has in due time manifested His word through preaching, which was committed to me according to the commandment of God our Savior;

4To RTitus, a true son in our common faith:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ* our Savior.

Ordain Qualified Elders

5For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should Rset in order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I commanded you—

6if a man is blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of dissipation or insubordination.

7For a bishop* must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, Rnot given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 

8but hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 

9holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.

Rebuke False Teachers

10For there are many insubordinate, both idle Rtalkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 

11whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole households, teaching things which they ought not, Rfor the sake of dishonest gain.

12ROne of them, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.”

13This testimony is true. RTherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, 

14not giving heed to Jewish fables and Rcommandments of men who turn from the truth.

15RTo the pure all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; but even their mind and conscience are defiled.

16They profess to Rknow God, but Rin works they deny Him, being abominable, disobedient, and disqualified for every good work.




CHAPTER 2

Speak Sound Doctrine

1But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine:

2that the older men be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience;

3the older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things—

4that they admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, 

5to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed.

6Likewise, exhort the young men to be sober-minded, 

7in all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works; in doctrine showing integrity, reverence, incorruptibility, *

8sound speech that cannot be condemned, that one who is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you.*

9Exhort Rbondservants to be obedient to their own masters, to be well pleasing in all things, not answering back, 

10not Tpilfering, but showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things.

11For Rthe grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 

12teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 

13Rlooking for the blessed Rhope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 

14Rwho gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.

15Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you.




CHAPTER 3

Maintain Good Works

1Remind them Rto be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, Rto be ready for every good work, 

2to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men.

3For Rwe ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another.

4But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 

5not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 

6whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 

7that having been justified by His grace Rwe should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

8RThis is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm constantly, that those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable to men.

9But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and useless.

10RReject a divisive man after the first and second Tadmonition, 

11knowing that such a person is warped and sinning, being self-condemned.

Conclusion

12When I send Artemas to you, or Tychicus, be diligent to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there.

13Send Zenas the lawyer and RApollos on their journey with haste, that they may lack nothing.

14And let our people also learn to maintain good works, to meet urgent needs, that they may not be unfruitful.

15All who are with me greet you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.




The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to Philemon
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THE BOOK OF PHILEMON

Does Christian brotherly love really work, even in situations of extraordinary tension and difficulty? Will it work, for example, between a prominent slave owner and one of his runaway slaves? Paul has no doubt! He writes a “postcard” to Philemon, his beloved brother and fellow worker, on behalf of Onesimus—a deserter, thief, and formerly worthless slave, but now Philemon’s brother in Christ. With much tact and tenderness, Paul asks Philemon to receive Onesimus back with the same gentleness with which he would receive Paul himself. Any debt Onesimus owes, Paul promises to make good. Knowing Philemon, Paul is confident that brotherly love and forgiveness will carry the day.

Since this letter is addressed to Philemon in verse 1, it becomes known as Pros Philemona, “To Philemon.” Like 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus, it is addressed to an individual, but unlike the Pastoral Epistles, Philemon is also addressed to a family and a church (v. 2).
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THE AUTHOR OF PHILEMON

The authenticity of Philemon was not called into question until the fourth century, when certain theologians concluded that its lack of doctrinal content made it unworthy of the apostle Paul. But men like Jerome and Chrysostom soon vindicated this epistle, and it was not challenged again until the nineteenth century. Some radical critics who denied the authenticity of Colossians also turned against the Pauline authorship of Philemon because of the close connection between the two epistles (e.g., the same people are associated with Paul in both letters: cf. Col. 4:9, 10, 12, 14 with Philem. 10, 23, 24). The general consensus of scholarship, however, recognized Philemon as Paul’s work. There could have been no doctrinal motive for its forgery, and it is supported externally by consistent tradition and internally by no less than three references to Paul (vv. 1, 9, 19).
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THE TIME OF PHILEMON

Reconstructing the background of this letter, it appears that a slave named Onesimus had robbed or in some other way wronged his master Philemon and had escaped. He had made his way from Colosse to Rome where he had found relative safety among the masses in the Imperial City. Somehow Onesimus had come into contact with Paul: it is possible that he had even sought out the apostle for help. (Onesimus no doubt had heard Philemon speak of Paul.) Paul had led him to Christ (v. 10); and although Onesimus had become a real asset to Paul, both knew that, as a Christian, Onesimus had a responsibility to return to Philemon. That day came when Paul wrote his epistle to the Colossians. Tychicus was the bearer of that letter. Paul decided to send Onesimus along with Tychicus to Colosse (Col. 4:7–9; Philem. 12), knowing that it would be safer, in view of slave-catchers, to send Onesimus with a companion.

Philemon is one of the four Prison Epistles (see Ephesians, Philippians, and especially “The Time of Colossians” for background). It was written in A.D. 60 or 61 and dispatched at the same time as Colossians during Paul’s first Roman imprisonment (see vv. 1, 9, 10, 13, 23). Philemon 22 reflects Paul’s confident hope of release: “prepare a guest room for me, for I trust that through your prayers I shall be granted to you.”

Philemon was a resident of Colosse (Col. 4:9, 17; Philem. 1, 2) and a convert of Paul (v. 19), perhaps through an encounter with Paul in Ephesus during Paul’s third missionary journey. Philemon’s house was large enough to serve as the meeting place for the church there (v. 2). He was benevolent to other believers (vv. 5–7), and his son Archippus evidently held a position of leadership in the church (Col. 4:17; Philem. 2). Philemon may have had other slaves in addition to Onesimus, and he was not alone as a slaveholder among the Colossian believers (Col. 4:1). Thus this letter and his response would provide guidelines for other master-slave relationships.

According to Roman law, runaway slaves such as Onesimus could be severely punished or condemned to a violent death. It is doubtful that Onesimus would have returned to Philemon even with this letter if he had not become a believer in Christ.
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THE CHRIST OF PHILEMON

The forgiveness that the believer finds in Christ is beautifully portrayed by analogy in Philemon. Although Onesimus is guilty of a great offense (vv. 11, 18), Paul is moved to intercede on his behalf (vv. 10–17). Paul lays aside his rights (v. 8) and becomes Onesimus’s substitute by assuming his debt (vv. 18, 19). By Philemon’s gracious act, Onesimus will be restored and placed in a new relationship (vv. 15, 16). In this analogy, we are as Onesimus. Paul’s advocacy before Philemon is parallel to Christ’s work of mediation before the Father. Onesimus was condemned by law but saved by grace.
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KEYS TO PHILEMON

Key Word: Forgiveness from Slavery—Philemon develops the transition from bondage to brotherhood that is brought about by Christian love and forgiveness. Just as Philemon was shown mercy through the grace of Christ, so he must graciously forgive his repentant runaway who has returned as a brother in Christ. Paul writes this letter as his personal appeal that Philemon receive Onesimus even as he would receive Paul. This letter is also addressed to other Christians in Philemon’s circle, because Paul wants it to have an impact on the Colossian church as a whole.

Key Verses: Philemon 16, 17—“No longer as a slave but more than a slave—a beloved brother, especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. If then you count me as a partner, receive him as you would me” (vv. 16, 17).
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SURVEY OF PHILEMON

This briefest of Paul’s epistles (only 334 words in the Greek text) is a model of courtesy, discretion, and loving concern for the forgiveness of one who would otherwise face the sentence of death. This tactful and highly personal letter can be divided into three components: prayer of thanksgiving for Philemon (vv. 1–7); petition of Paul for Onesimus (vv. 8–16); promise of Paul to Philemon (vv. 17–25).

Prayer of Thanksgiving for Philemon (vv. 1–7): Writing this letter as a “prisoner of Christ Jesus, ” Paul addresses it personally to Philemon (a Christian leader in Colosse), to Apphia and Archippus (evidently Philemon’s wife and son), as well as to the church that meets in Philemon’s house. The main body of this compact letter begins with a prayer of thanksgiving for Philemon’s faith and love.

Petition of Paul for Onesimus (vv. 8–16): Basing his appeal on Philemon’s character, Paul refuses to command Philemon to pardon and receive Onesimus. Instead, Paul seeks to persuade his friend of his Christian responsibility to forgive even as he was forgiven by Christ. Paul urges Philemon not to punish Onesimus but to receive him “no longer as a slave” but as “a beloved brother” (v. 16).

Promise of Paul to Philemon (vv. 17–25): Paul places Onesimus’s debt on his account, but then reminds Philemon of the greater spiritual debt Philemon himself owes as a convert to Christ (vv. 17–19).

Paul closes this effective epistle with a hopeful request (v. 22), greetings from his companions (vv. 23, 24), and a benediction (v. 25). The fact that it was preserved indicates Philemon’s favorable response to Paul’s pleas.
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OUTLINE OF PHILEMON

I. The Prayer of Thanksgiving for Philemon … 1–7

II. The Petition of Paul for Onesimus … 8–16

III. The Promise of Paul to Philemon … 17–25




The Prayer of Thanksgiving for Philemon

1Paul, a Rprisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

To Philemon our beloved friend and fellow laborer, 

2to the beloved* Apphia, RArchippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house:

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4RI thank my God, making mention of you always in my prayers, 

5Rhearing of your love and faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints, 

6that the sharing of your faith may become effective Rby the acknowledgment of Revery good thing which is in you* in Christ Jesus.

7For we have* great joy* and consolation in your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed by you, brother.

The Petition of Paul for Onesimus

8Therefore, though I might be very bold in Christ to command you what is fitting, 

9yet for love’s sake I rather appeal to you—being such a one as Paul, the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ—

10I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten while in my chains, 

11who once was unprofitable to you, but now is profitable to you and to me.

12I am sending him back.* You therefore receive him, that is, my own heart, 

13whom I wished to keep with me, that on your behalf he might minister to me in my chains for the gospel.

14But without your consent I wanted to do nothing, that your good deed might not be by compulsion, as it were, but voluntary.

15For perhaps he departed for a while for this purpose, that you might receive him forever, 

16no longer as a slave but more than a slave—a beloved brother, especially to me but how much more to you, both in the Rflesh and in the Lord.

The Promise of Paul to Philemon

17If then you count me as a partner, receive him as you would me.

18But if he has wronged you or owes anything, put that on my account.

19I, Paul, am writing with my own hand. I will repay—not to mention to you that you owe me even your own self besides.

20Yes, brother, let me have joy from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in the Lord.

21RHaving confidence in your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say.

22But, meanwhile, also prepare a guest room for me, for RI trust that through your prayers I shall be granted to you.

23REpaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you, 

24as do RMark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow laborers.

25RThe grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.




The Epistle to the Hebrews
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THE BOOK OF HEBREWS

Many Jewish believers, having stepped out of Judaism into Christianity, want to reverse their course in order to escape persecution by their countrymen. The writer of Hebrews exhorts them to “go on to perfection” (6:1). His appeal is based on the superiority of Christ over the Judaic system. Christ is better than the angels, for they worship Him. He is better than Moses, for He created him. He is better than the Aaronic priesthood, for His sacrifice was once for all time. He is better than the Law, for He mediates a better covenant. In short, there is more to be gained in Christ than to be lost in Judaism. Pressing on in Christ produces tested faith, self-discipline, and a visible love seen in good works.

Although the King James Version uses the title “The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Hebrews, ” there is no early manuscript evidence to support it. The oldest and most reliable title is simply Pros Ebraious, “To Hebrews.”
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THE AUTHOR OF HEBREWS

Like the ancestry of Melchizedek, the origin of Hebrews is unknown. Uncertainty plagues not only its authorship, but also where it was written, its date, and its readership. The question of authorship delayed its recognition in the West as part of the New Testament canon in spite of early support by Clement of Rome. Not until the fourth century was it generally accepted as authoritative in the Western church, when the testimonies of Jerome and Augustine settled the issue. In the Eastern church, there was no problem of canonical acceptance because it was regarded as one of the “fourteen” epistles of Paul. The issue of its canonicity was again raised during the Reformation, but the spiritual depth and quality of Hebrews bore witness to its inspiration, despite its anonymity.

Hebrews 13:18–24 tells us that this book was not anonymous to the original readers; they evidently knew the author. For some reason, however, early church tradition is divided over the identity of the author. Part of the church attributed it to Paul; others preferred Barnabas, Luke, or Clement; and some chose anonymity. Thus, external evidence will not help determine the author.

Internal evidence must be the final court of appeal, but here, too, the results are ambiguous. Some aspects of the language, style, and theology of Hebrews are very similar to Paul’s epistles, and the author also refers to Timothy (13:23). However, significant differences have led the majority of biblical scholars to reject Pauline authorship of this book: (1) The Greek style of Hebrews is far more polished and refined than that found in any of Paul’s recognized epistles. (2) In view of Paul’s consistent claims to be an apostle and an eyewitness of Christ, it is very doubtful that he would have used the phraseology found in 2:3: “which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him.” (3) The lack of Paul’s customary salutation, which includes his name, goes against the firm pattern found in all his other epistles. (4) While Paul used both the Hebrew text and the Septuagint to quote from the Old Testament, the writer of Hebrews apparently did not know Hebrew and quoted exclusively from the Septuagint. (5) Paul’s common use of compound titles to refer to the Son of God is not followed in Hebrews, which usually refers to Him as “Christ, ” “Jesus, ” and “Lord.” (6) Hebrews concentrates on Christ’s present priestly ministry, but Paul’s writings have very little to say about the present work of Christ. Thus, Hebrews appears not to have been written by Paul although the writer shows a Pauline influence. The authority of Hebrews in no way depends upon Pauline authorship, especially since it does not claim to have been written by Paul.

Tertullian referred to Barnabas as the author of Hebrews, but it is unlikely that this resident of Jerusalem (Acts 4:36, 37) would include himself as one of those who relied on others for eyewitness testimony about Jesus (2:3). Other suggestions include Luke, Clement of Rome, Apollos, Silvanus (Silas), Philip, and even Priscilla. Some of these are possibilities, but we must agree with the third-century theologian Origen who wrote: “Who it was that really wrote the Epistle, God only knows.”
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THE TIME OF HEBREWS

Because of the exclusive use of the Septuagint (Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament) and the elegant Greek style found in Hebrews, some recent scholars have argued that this book was written to a Gentile readership. However, the bulk of the evidence favors the traditional view that the original recipients of this letter were Jewish Christians. In addition to the ancient title “To Hebrews, ” there is also the frequent use of the Old Testament as an unquestioned authority, the assumed knowledge of the sacrificial ritual, and the many contrasts between Christianity and Judaism, which are designed to prevent the readers from lapsing into Judaism.

Many places have been suggested for the locality of the readers, but this letter’s destination cannot be determined with any certainty. In the past, Jerusalem was most frequently suggested, but this view is hindered by four problems: (1) It is unlikely that a book addressed to Palestineans would quote exclusively from the Septuagint rather than the Hebrew Old Testament. (2) Palestinean believers were poor (Rom. 15:26), but these readers were able to assist other Christians financially (6:10). (3) Residents of Jerusalem would not be characterized by the description in 2:3 because some would have been eyewitnesses of the ministry of Christ. (4) “You have not yet resisted to bloodshed” (12:4) does not fit the situation in Jerusalem. The majority view today is that the recipients of Hebrews probably lived in Rome. The statement “Those from Italy greet you” in 13:24 seems to suggest that Italians away from Italy are sending their greetings home.

The recipients of this letter were believers (3:1) who had come to faith through the testimony of eyewitnesses of Christ (2:3). They were not novices (5:12), and they had successfully endured hardships because of their stand for the gospel (10:32–34). Unfortunately, they had become “dull of hearing” (5:11) and were in danger of drifting away (2:1; 3:12). This made them particularly susceptible to the renewed persecutions that were coming upon them (12:4–12), and the author found it necessary to check the downward spiral with “the word of exhortation” (13:22). While there is disagreement over the specific danger involved, the classic position that the readers were on the verge of lapsing into Judaism to avoid persecution directed at Christians seems to be supported by the whole tenor of the book. Hebrews’ repeated emphasis on the superiority of Christianity over Judaism would have been pointless if the readers were about to return to Gnosticism or heathenism.

The place of writing is unknown, but a reasonable estimate of the date can be made. Hebrews was quoted in A.D. 95 by Clement of Rome, but its failure to mention the ending of the Old Testament sacrificial system with the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 indicates that it was written prior to that date. Timothy was still alive (13:23), persecution was mounting, and the old Jewish system was about to be removed (12:26, 27). All this suggests a date between A.D. 64 and 68.

[image: ]

THE CHRIST OF HEBREWS

Christ is our eternal High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek. He identified with man in His incarnation and offered no less a sacrifice than Himself on our behalf.

Hebrews presents Christ as the divine-human Prophet, Priest, and King. His deity (1:1–3, 8) and humanity (2:9, 14, 17, 18) are asserted with equal force, and over twenty titles are used to describe His attributes and accomplishments (e.g., Heir of all things, Apostle and High Priest, Mediator, Author and Perfecter of faith). He is superior to all who went before and offers the supreme sacrifice, priesthood, and covenant.
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KEYS TO HEBREWS

Key Word: The Superiority of Christ—The basic theme of Hebrews is found in the word “better, ” describing the superiority of Christ in His Person and work (1:4; 6:9; 7:7, 19, 22; 8:6; 9:23; 10:34; 11:16, 35, 40; 12:24). The words perfect and heavenly are also prominent. He offers a better revelation, position, priesthood, covenant, sacrifice, and power. The writer develops this theme to prevent the readers from giving up the substance for the shadow by abandoning Christianity and retreating into the old Judaic system. This epistle is also written to exhort them to become mature in Christ and to put away their spiritual dullness and degeneration. Thus, it places heavy stress on doctrine, concentrating on Christology and soteriology (the study of salvation).

Key Verses: Hebrews 4:14–16 and 12:1, 2—“Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (4:14–16).

“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (12:1, 2).

Key Chapter: Hebrews 11—The hall of fame of the Scriptures is located in Hebrews 11 and records those who willingly took God at His word even when there was nothing to cling to but His promise. Inherent to all those listed is the recognition that “without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him” (Heb. 11:6).
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SURVEY OF HEBREWS

Hebrews stands alone among the New Testament Epistles in its style and approach, and it is the only New Testament book whose authorship remains a real mystery. This profound work builds a case for the superiority of Christ through a cumulative argument in which Christ is presented as “better” in every respect. In His Person He is better than the angels, Moses, and Joshua; and in His performance He provides a better priesthood, covenant, sanctuary, and sacrifice. Evidently, the readers are in danger of reverting to Judaism because of the suffering they are beginning to experience for their faith in Christ. However, by doing so, they would be retreating from the substance back into the shadow. In addition to his positive presentation of the supremacy of Christ, the writer intersperses five solemn warnings about the peril of turning away from Christ (2:1–4; 3:7–4:13; 5:11–6:20; 10:19–39; 12:25–29). These parenthetical warnings include cautions against neglect (2:1–4) and refusal (12:25–29). After using the Old Testament to demonstrate the superiority of Christ’s Person (1:1–4:13) and the superiority of Christ’s work (4:14–10:18), the writer applies these truths in a practical way to show the superiority of the Christian’s walk of faith (10:19–13:25).

The Superiority of Christ’s Person (1:1–4:13): Instead of the usual salutation, this epistle immediately launches into its theme—the supremacy of Christ even over the Old Testament prophets (1:1–3). Christianity is built upon the highest form of divine disclosure: the personal revelation of God through His incarnate Son. Christ is therefore greater than the prophets, and He is also greater than the angels, the mediators of the Mosaic Law (1:4–2:18; see Acts 7:53; Heb. 2:2). This is seen in His name, His position, His worship by the angels, and His incarnation. The Son of God partook of flesh and blood and was “made like His brethren” in all things (2:17) in order to bring “many sons to glory” (2:10). Christ is also superior to Moses (3:1–6), for Moses was a servant in the house of God, but Christ is the Son over God’s household. Because of these truths, the readers are exhorted to avoid the divine judgment that is visited upon unbelief (3:7–4:13). Their disbelief had prevented the generation of the Exodus from becoming the generation of the conquest, and the rest that Christ offers is so much greater than what was provided by Joshua. The readers are therefore urged to enter the eternal rest that is possessed by faith in Christ.

The Superiority of Christ’s Work (4:14–10:18): The high priesthood of Christ is superior to the Aaronic priesthood (4:14–7:28). Because of His incarnation, Christ can “sympathize with our weaknesses, ” having been “in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin” (4:15). Christ was not a Levite, but He qualified for a higher priesthood according to the order of Melchizedek. The superiority of Melchizedek to Levi is seen in the fact that Levi, in effect, paid tithes through Abraham to Melchizedek (7:9–10). Abraham was blessed by Melchizedek, and “the lesser is blessed by the better” (7:7). The parenthetical warning in 5:11–6:20 exhorts the readers to “go on to perfection” by moving beyond the basics of salvation and repentance.

By divine oath (7:21), Christ has become a permanent and perfect High Priest and the “Mediator of a better covenant” (8:6). The new covenant has made the old covenant obsolete (8:6–13). Our Great High Priest similarly ministers in “the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation” (9:11). And unlike the former priests, He offers Himself as a sinless and voluntary sacrifice once and for all (9:1–10:18).

The Superiority of the Christian’s Walk of Faith (10:19–13:25): The author applies what he has been saying about the superiority of Christ by warning his readers of the danger of discarding their faith in Christ (10:19–39). The faith that the readers must maintain is defined in 11:1–3 and illustrated in 11:4–40. The triumphs and accomplishments of faith in the lives of Old Testament believers should encourage the recipients of “something better” (11:40) in Christ to look “unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith” (12:2). Just as Jesus endured great hostility, those who believe in Him will sometimes have to endure divine discipline for the sake of holiness (12:1–29). The readers are warned not to turn away from Christ during such times, but to place their hope in Him. The character of their lives must be shaped by their dedication to Christ (13:1–19), and this will be manifested in their love of each other through their hospitality, concern, purity, contentment, and obedience. The author concludes this epistle with one of the finest benedictions in Scripture (13:20, 21) and some personal words (13:22–25).
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OUTLINE OF HEBREWS

Part One: The Superiority of Christ’s Person (1:1–4:13)

I. The Superiority of Christ over the Prophets … 1:1–3

II. The Superiority of Christ over the Angels … 1:4–2:18

A. Christ Is Superior Because of His Deity … 1:4–14

B. First Warning: Danger of Neglect … 2:1–4

C. Christ Is Superior Because of His Humanity … 2:5–18

III. The Superiority of Christ over Moses … 3:1–4:13
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CHAPTER 1

The Superiority of Christ over the Prophets

1God, who at various times and Rin various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 

2has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the Tworlds;

3Rwho being the brightness of His glory and the express Rimage of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself* purged our* sins, Rsat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 

Christ Is Superior Because of His Deity

4having become so much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.

5For to which of the angels did He ever say:

“You are My Son,

Today I have begotten You”?*

And again:

“I will be to Him a Father,

And He shall be to Me a Son”?*

6But when He again brings Rthe firstborn into the world, He says:

“Let all the angels of God worship Him.”*

7And of the angels He says:

“Who makes His angels spirits

And His ministers a flame of fire.”*

8But to the Son He says:

“Your throne, O God,is forever and ever;

A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom.

9You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness;

Therefore God, Your God,Rhas anointed You

With the oil of gladness more than Your companions.”*

10And:

R“You, LORD, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth,

And the heavens are the work of Your hands.

11RThey will perish, but You remain;

And Rthey will all grow old like a garment;

12Like a cloak You will fold them up,

And they will be changed.

But You are the Rsame, 

And Your years will not fail.”*

13But to which of the angels has He ever said:

“Sit at My right hand,

Till I make Your enemies Your footstool”?*

14RAre they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will Rinherit salvation?




CHAPTER 2

First Warning: Danger of Neglect

1Therefore we must give Tthe more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away.

2For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just reward, 

3Rhow shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, 

4RGod also bearing witness Rboth with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?

Christ Is Superior Because of His Humanity

5For He has not put the world to come, of which we speak, in subjection to angels.

6But one testified in a certain place, saying:

“What is man that You are mindful of him,

Or the son of man that You take care of him?

7You have made him Ta little lower than the angels;

You have crowned him with glory and honor,*

And set him over the works of Your hands.

8RYou have put all things in subjection under his feet.”*

For in that He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing that is not put under him. But now we do not yet see all things put under him.

9But we see Jesus, Rwho was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death Rcrowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone.

10For it was fitting for Him, Rfor whom are all things and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation Rperfect through sufferings.

11For Rboth He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified Rare all of one, for which reason RHe is not ashamed to call them brethren, 

12saying:

“I will declare Your name to My brethren;

In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You.”*

13And again:

“I will put My trust in Him.”*

And again:

“Here am I and the children whom God has given Me.”*

14Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 

15and Rrelease those who Rthrough fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.

16For indeed He does not Tgive aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of Abraham.

17Therefore, in all things He had Rto be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.

18RFor in that He Himself has suffered, being Ttempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.




CHAPTER 3

Christ Is Superior to Moses in His Work

1Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and RHigh Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus, 

2who was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as RMoses also was faithful in all His house.

3For this One has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as RHe who built the house has more honor than the house.

4For every house is built by someone, but He who built all things is God.

Christ Is Superior to Moses in His Person

5RAnd Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as Ra servant, Rfor a testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward, 

6but Christ as Ra Son over His own house, Rwhose house we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.*

Danger of Hardening the Heart

7Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says:

“Today, if you will hear His voice,

8Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion,

In the day of trial in the wilderness,

9Where your fathers tested Me, tried Me,

And saw My works forty years.

10Therefore I was angry with that generation,

And said, ‘They always go astray in their heart, 

And they have not known My ways.’

11So I swore in My wrath,

‘They shall not enter My rest.’ ”*

12Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God;

13but Texhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.

14For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end, 

15while it is said:

“Today, if you will hear His voice,

Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”*

16RFor who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not all who came out of Egypt, led by Moses?

17Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness?

18And Rto whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who did not obey?

19So we see that they could not enter in because of Runbelief.




CHAPTER 4

Challenge to Enter His Rest

1Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of you seem to have come short of it.

2For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; but the word which they heard did not profit them, * not being mixed with faith in those who heard it.

3For we who have believed do enter that rest, as He has said:

“So I swore in My wrath,

‘They shall not enter My rest, ’ ”*

although the works were finished from the foundation of the world.

4For He has spoken in a certain place of the seventh day in this way: “And God rested on the seventh day from all His works”;*

5and again in this place: “They shall not enter My rest.”*

6Since therefore it remains that some must enter it, and those to whom it was first preached did not enter because of disobedience, 

7again He designates a certain day, saying in David, “Today, ” after such a long time, as it has been said:

“Today, if you will hear His voice,

Do not harden your hearts.”*

8For if Joshua had Rgiven them rest, then He would not afterward have spoken of another day.

9There remains therefore a rest for the people of God.

10For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did from His.

11RLet us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience.

12For the word of God is Rliving and powerful, and Rsharper than any Rtwo-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

13RAnd there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are Rnaked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.

Christ Is Superior in His Position

14Seeing then that we have a great RHigh Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, Rlet us hold fast our confession.

15For Rwe do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but Rwas in all points tempted as we are, Ryet without sin.

16Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.




CHAPTER 5

Aaronic Priesthood

1For every high priest taken from among men Ris appointed for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins.

2He can have compassion on those who are ignorant and going astray, since he himself is also subject to Rweakness.

3Because of this he is required as for the people, so also for Rhimself, to offer sacrifices for sins.

4And no man takes this honor to himself, but he who is called by God, just as RAaron was.

Melchizedekian Priesthood

5RSo also Christ did not glorify Himself to become High Priest, but it was He who said to Him:

“You are My Son,

Today I have begotten You.”*

6As He also says in another place:

“You are a priest forever

According to the order of Melchizedek”;*

7who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, and was heard because of His godly fear, 

8though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered.

9And Rhaving been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, 

10called by God as High Priest R“according to the order of Melchizedek, ”

Dullness of Hearing

11of whom Rwe have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have become Rdull of hearing.

12For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the Toracles of God; and you have come to need Rmilk and not solid food.

13For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is Ra babe.

14But solid food belongs to those who are Tof full age, that is, those who by reason of Tuse have their senses exercised Rto discern both good and evil.




CHAPTER 6

Need for Maturity

1Therefore, Rleaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from Rdead works and of faith toward God, 

2Rof the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.

3And this we will* do if God permits.

4For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted Rthe heavenly gift, and Rhave become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 

5and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 

6if they fall away, * to renew them again to repentance, Rsince they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.

7For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by whom it is cultivated, Rreceives blessing from God;

8Rbut if it bears thorns and briers, it is rejected and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned.

Exhortation to Maturity

9But, beloved, we are confident of better things concerning you, yes, things that accompany salvation, though we speak in this manner.

10For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of* love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister.

11And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence Rto the full assurance of hope until the end, 

12that you do not become Tsluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience Rinherit the promises.

13For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, 

14saying, “Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you.”*

15And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the Rpromise.

16For men indeed swear by the greater, and Ran oath for confirmation is for them an end of all dispute.

17Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to Rthe heirs of promise Rthe immutability of His counsel, Tconfirmed it by an oath, 

18that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might* have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us.

19This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil, 

20Rwhere the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, Rhaving become High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.




CHAPTER 7

Description of Melchizedek

1For this RMelchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 

2to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first being translated “king of righteousness, ” and then also king of Salem, meaning “king of peace, ”

3without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, remains a priest continually.

Superiority of Melchizedek

4Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave a tenth of the Tspoils.

5And indeed Rthose who are of the sons of Levi, who receive the priesthood, have a commandment to receive tithes from the people according to the law, that is, from their brethren, though they have come from the loins of Abraham;

6but he whose genealogy is not derived from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises.

7Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better.

8Here mortal men receive tithes, but there he receives them, Rof whom it is witnessed that he lives.

9Even Levi, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, so to speak, 

10for he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him.

Imperfection of Aaronic Priesthood

11Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what further need was there that another priest should rise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be called according to the order of Aaron?

12For the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also a change of the law.

13For He of whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no man has Tofficiated at the altar.

14For it is evident that Rour Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning priesthood.*

15And it is yet far more evident if, in the likeness of Melchizedek, there arises another priest

16who has come, not according to the law of a fleshly commandment, but according to the power of an endless life.

17For He testifies:*

“You are a priest forever

According to the order of Melchizedek.”*

18For on the one hand there is an annulling of the former commandment because of its weakness and unprofitableness, 

19for Rthe law made nothing Tperfect; on the other hand, there is the bringing in of Ra better hope, through which Rwe draw near to God.

20And inasmuch as He was not made priest without an oath

21(for they have become priests without an oath, but He with an oath by Him who said to Him:

“The LORD has sworn

And will not relent,

‘Youare a priest forever*

According to the order of Melchizedek’ ”),*

22by so much more Jesus has become a surety of a Rbetter covenant.

23Also there were many priests, because they were prevented by death from continuing.

24But He, because He continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood.

25Therefore He is also Rable to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives Rto make intercession for them.

26For such a High Priest was fitting for us, Rwho is holy, Tharmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, Rand has become higher than the heavens;

27who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His Rown sins and then for the people’s, for this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.

28For the law appoints as high priests men who have weakness, but the word of the oath, which came after the law, appoints the Son who has been perfected forever.




CHAPTER 8

A Better Covenant

1Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 

2a Minister of Rthe Tsanctuary and of Rthe true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man.

3For Revery high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore Rit is necessary that this One also have something to offer.

4For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the law;

5who serve Rthe copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”*

6But now RHe has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises.

A New Covenant

7For if that Rfirst covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought for a second.

8Because finding fault with them, He says: R“Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah—

9“not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they did not continue in My covenant, and I disregarded them, says the LORD.

10“For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the RLORD: I will put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and RI will be their God, and they shall be My people.

11R“None of them shall teach his neighbor, and none his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD, ’ for all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them.

12“For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds* I will remember no more.”*

13RIn that He says, “A new covenant, ” He has made the first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.




CHAPTER 9

Old Covenant’s Sanctuary

1Then indeed, even the first covenant had ordinances of divine service and Rthe earthly sanctuary.

2For a tabernacle was prepared: the first part, in which was the lampstand, the table, and the showbread, which is called the Tsanctuary;

3Rand behind the second veil, the part of the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of All, 

4which had the Rgolden censer and the ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides with gold, in which were the golden pot that had the manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant;

5and above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail.

Old Covenant’s Sacrifice

6Now when these things had been thus prepared, Rthe priests always went into the first part of the tabernacle, performing the services.

7But into the second part the high priest went alone once a year, not without blood, which he offered for himself and for the people’s sins committed in ignorance;

8the Holy Spirit indicating this, that Rthe way into the Holiest of All was not yet made manifest while the first tabernacle was still standing.

9It was symbolic for the present time in which both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot make him who performed the service perfect in regard to the conscience—

10concerned only with foods and drinks, various washings, and fleshly ordinances imposed until the time of reformation.

New Covenant’s Sanctuary

11But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, * with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation.

New Covenant’s Sacrifice

12Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place Ronce for all, Rhaving obtained eternal redemption.

13For if Rthe blood of bulls and goats and Rthe ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, Tsanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, 

14how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit Roffered Himself without spot to God, Rcleanse your conscience from Rdead works to serve the living God?

15And for this reason RHe is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that Rthose who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.

16For where there is a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.

17For Ra testament is in force after men are dead, since it has no power at all while the testator lives.

18RTherefore not even the first covenant was dedicated without blood.

19For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water, scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 

20saying, “This is the blood of the covenant which God has commanded you.”*

21Then likewise Rhe sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry.

22And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission.

23Therefore it was necessary that Rthe copies of the things in the heavens should be Tpurified with these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.

24For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;

25not that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of another—

26He then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.

27And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, 

28so RChrist was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.




CHAPTER 10

1For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make those who approach perfect.

2For then would they not have ceased to be offered? For the worshipers, once Tpurified, would have had no more consciousness of sins.

3But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year.

4For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins.

5Therefore, when He came into the world, He said:

“Sacrifice and offering You did not desire,

But a body You have prepared for Me.

6In burnt offerings and sacrificesfor sin

You had no pleasure.

7Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come—

In the volume of the book it is written of Me—

To do Your will, O God.’ ”*

8Previously saying, “Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and offerings for sin You did not desire, nor had pleasure in them” (which are offered according to the law), 

9then He said, “Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God.”* He takes away the first that He may establish the second.

10RBy that will we have been sanctified Rthrough the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

11And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.

12RBut this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down Rat the right hand of God, 

13from that time waiting Rtill His enemies are made His footstool.

14For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.

15But the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for after He had said before, 

16“This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds I will write them, ”*

17then He adds, “Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”*

18Now where there is remission of these, there is no longer an offering for sin.

Hold Fast the Confession of Faith

19Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 

20by a new and Rliving way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, 

21and having a RHigh Priest over the house of God, 

22let us Rdraw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.

23Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for RHe who promised is faithful.

24And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 

25not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

Fourth Warning: Danger of Drawing Back

26For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 

27but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and Rfiery indignation which will devour the adversaries.

28Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three Rwitnesses.

29ROf how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?

30For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay, ”* says the Lord.* And again, “The LORD will judge His people.”*

31RIt is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

32But Rrecall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a great struggle with sufferings:

33partly while you were made Ra spectacle both by reproaches and tribulations, and partly while you became companions of those who were so treated;

34for you had compassion on me* Rin my chains, and Rjoyfully accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better and an enduring possession for yourselves in heaven.*

35Therefore do not cast away your confidence, Rwhich has great reward.

36RFor you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise:

37“For Ryet a little while,

And He* who is coming will come and will not Ttarry.

38Now the* just shall live by faith;

But if anyone draws back,

My soul has no pleasure in him.”*

39But we are not of those Rwho draw back to perdition, but of those who Rbelieve to the saving of the soul.




CHAPTER 11

Definition of Faith

1Now faith is the Tsubstance of things hoped for, the Tevidence Rof things not seen.

2For by it the elders obtained a good testimony.

3By faith we understand that Rthe worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.

Abel

4By faith RAbel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still Rspeaks.

Enoch

5By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, “and was not found, because God had taken him”;* for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God.

6But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

Noah

7By faith RNoah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, Rprepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.

Abraham and Sarah

8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.

9By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, Rdwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise;

10for he waited for Rthe city which has foundations, Rwhose builder and maker is God.

11By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child* when she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised.

12Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born as many as the stars of the sky in multitude—innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore.





13These all died in faith, not having received the Rpromises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, * embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

14For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland.

15And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return.

16But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed Rto be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.

17By faith Abraham, Rwhen he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 

18Tof whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called, ”*

19concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.

Isaac

20By faith RIsaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.

Jacob

21By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff.

Joseph

22By faith RJoseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones.

Moses’ Parents

23By faith RMoses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s Rcommand.

Moses

24By faith RMoses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 

25choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the Tpassing pleasures of sin, 

26esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in* Egypt; for he looked to the Rreward.

27By faith Rhe forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible.

28By faith Rhe kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn should touch them.

29By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas the Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned.

Joshua and Rahab

30By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days.

31By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe, when she had received the spies with peace.

Many Other Heroes of Faith

32And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and RSamuel and the prophets:

33who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, Rstopped the mouths of lions, 

34quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.

35RWomen received their dead raised to life again. Others were Rtortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection.

36Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and Rof chains and imprisonment.

37RThey were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, * were slain with the sword. RThey wandered about Rin sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented—

38of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, Rin dens and caves of the earth.

39And all these, Rhaving obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, 

40God having provided something better for us, that they should not be Rmade perfect apart from us.




CHAPTER 12

Example of Christ’s Endurance

1Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, Rlet us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and Rlet us run Rwith endurance the race that is set before us, 

2looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him Rendured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

3RFor consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, Rlest you become weary and discouraged in your souls.

4RYou have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin.

Exhortation to Endure God’s Chastening

5And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons:

“My son, do not despise the Tchastening of the LORD,

Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him;

6For Rwhom the LORD loves He chastens,

And scourges every son whom He receives.”*

7RIf* you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten?

8But if you are without chastening, Rof which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons.

9Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to Rthe Father of spirits and live?

10For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, Rthat we may be partakers of His holiness.

11Now no Tchastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields Rthe peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.

12Therefore Rstrengthen the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, 

13and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed.

14RPursue peace with all people, and holiness, Rwithout which no one will see the Lord:

15looking carefully lest anyone Rfall short of the grace of God; lest any Rroot of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled;

16lest there be any fornicator or Tprofane person like Esau, Rwho for one morsel of food sold his birthright.

17For you know that afterward, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought it diligently with tears.

18For you have not come to Rthe mountain that* may be touched and that burned with fire, and to blackness and darkness* and tempest, 

19and the sound of a trumpet and the voice of words, so that those who heard it Rbegged that the word should not be spoken to them anymore.

20(For they could not endure what was commanded: “And if so much as a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned* or shot with an arrow.”*

21And so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I am exceedingly afraid and trembling.”*)

22But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, 

23to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God Rthe Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, 

24to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel.

Fifth Warning: Danger of Refusing God

25See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For Rif they did not escape who refused Him who spoke on earth, much more shall we not escape if we turn away from Him who speaks from heaven, 

26whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has promised, saying, “Yet once more I shake* not only the earth, but also heaven.”*

27Now this, “Yet once more, ” indicates the removal of those things that are being shaken, as of things that are made, that the things which cannot be shaken may remain.

28Therefore, since we are receiving Ra kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may* serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.

29For our God is a consuming fire.




CHAPTER 13

Love in the Social Realm

1Let Rbrotherly love continue.

2 RDo not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing Rsome have unwittingly entertained angels.

3Remember the prisoners as if chained with them—those who are mistreated—since you yourselves are in the body also.

4RMarriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; Rbut fornicators and adulterers God will judge.

5Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”*

6So we may boldly say:

R“The LORD is my helper;

I will not fear.

What can man do to me?”*

Love in the Religious Realm

7Remember those who Trule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct.

8Jesus Christ is Rthe same yesterday, today, and forever.

9Do not be carried about* with various and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be established by grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have been occupied with them.

10We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat.

11For the bodies of those animals, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned outside the camp.

12Therefore Jesus also, that He might Tsanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate.

13Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing RHis reproach.

14For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come.

15RTherefore by Him let us continually offer Rthe sacrifice of praise to God, that is, Rthe fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.

16RBut do not forget to do good and to share, for Rwith such sacrifices God is well pleased.

17Obey those who Trule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.

Conclusion

18RPray for us; for we are confident that we have Ra good conscience, in all things desiring to live honorably.

19But I especially urge you to do this, that I may be restored to you the sooner.

20Now may the God of peace Rwho brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 

21make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you* what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

22And I appeal to you, brethren, bear with the word of exhortation, for I have written to you in few words.

23Know that our brother Timothy has been set free, with whom I shall see you if he comes shortly.

24Greet all those who rule over you, and all the saints. Those from Italy greet you.

25Grace be with you all. Amen.






The Epistle of James
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THE BOOK OF JAMES

Faith without works cannot be called faith. Faith without works is dead, and a dead faith is worse than no faith at all. Faith must work; it must produce; it must be visible. Verbal faith is not enough; mental faith is insufficient. Faith must be there, but it must be more. It must inspire action. Throughout his epistle to Jewish believers, James integrates true faith and everyday practical experience by stressing that true faith must manifest itself in works of faith.

Faith endures trials. Trials come and go, but a strong faith will face them head-on and develop endurance. Faith understands temptations. It will not allow us to consent to our lust and slide into sin. Faith obeys the Word. It will not merely hear and not do. Faith produces doers. Faith harbors no prejudice. For James, faith and favoritism cannot coexist. Faith displays itself in works. Faith is more than mere words; it is more than knowledge; it is demonstrated by obedience; and it overtly responds to the promises of God. Faith controls the tongue. This small but immensely powerful part of the body must be held in check. Faith can do it. Faith acts wisely. It gives us the ability to choose wisdom that is heavenly and to shun wisdom that is earthly. Faith produces separation from the world and submission to God. It provides us with the ability to resist the devil and humbly draw near to God. Finally, faith waits patiently for the coming of the Lord. Through trouble and trial it stifles complaining.

The name Iakobos (James) in 1:1 is the basis for the early title Iakobou Epistole, “Epistle of James.” Iakobos is the Greek form of the Hebrew name “Jacob, ” a Jewish name common in the first century.
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THE AUTHOR OF JAMES

Four men are named James in the New Testament: (1) James, the father of Judas (not Iscariot), is mentioned twice (Luke 6:16; Acts 1:13) as the father of one of the twelve disciples, but is otherwise completely unknown. (2) James, the son of Alphaeus (Matt. 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13), elsewhere called James the Less (Mark 15:40), was one of the twelve disciples. Apart from being listed with the other disciples, this James is completely obscure, and it is doubtful that he is the authoritative figure behind the epistle. Some attempts have been made to identify this James with the Lord’s brother (Gal. 1:19), but this view is difficult to reconcile with the gospel accounts. (3) James, the son of Zebedee and brother of John (Matt. 4:21; 10:2; 17:1; Mark 3:17; 10:35; 13:3; Luke 9:54; Acts 1:13), was one of Jesus’ intimate disciples, but his martyrdom by A.D. 44 (Acts 12:2) makes it very unlikely that he wrote this epistle. (4) James, the Lord’s brother (Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3; Gal. 1:19), was one of the “pillars” in the church in Jerusalem (Acts 12:17; 15:13–21; 21:18; Gal. 2:9, 12). Tradition points to this prominent figure as the author of the epistle, and this best fits the evidence of Scripture. There are several clear parallels between the language of the letter drafted under his leadership in Acts 15:23–29 and the epistle of James (e.g., the unusual word chairein, “greeting, ” is found only in Acts 15:23; 23:26; and James 1:1). The Jewish character of this epistle with its stress upon the law, along with the evident influence by the Sermon on the Mount (e.g., 4:11, 12; 5:12), complement what we know about James “the Just” from Scripture and early tradition.

It has been argued that the Greek of this epistle is too sophisticated for a Galilean such as James, but this assumes that he never had the opportunity or aptitude to develop proficiency in Koine (“common”) Greek. As a prominent church leader, it would have been to his advantage to become fluent in the universal language of the Roman Empire.

For various reasons, some assert that James was a stepbrother of Jesus by a previous marriage of Joseph, or that the “brothers” of Jesus mentioned in Matthew 13:55 and Mark 6:3 were really His cousins. However, the most natural understanding of the gospel accounts is that James was the half-brother of Jesus, being the offspring of Joseph and Mary after the birth of Jesus (Matt. 1:24, 25). He apparently did not accept the claims of Jesus until the Lord appeared to him after His resurrection (1 Cor. 15:7). He and his brothers were among the believers who awaited the coming of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 1:14). It was not long before he became an acknowledged leader of the Jerusalem church (Acts 12:17; Gal. 2:9, 12), and he was a central figure in the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15. Even after Paul’s third missionary journey, James continued to observe the Mosaic Law as a testimony to other Jews (Acts 21:18–25). Early tradition stresses his Jewish piety and his role in bringing others to an understanding of Jesus as the Messiah. He suffered a violent martyr’s death not long before the fall of Jerusalem.

The brevity and limited doctrinal emphasis of James kept it from wide circulation; and by the time it became known in the church as a whole, there was uncertainty about the identity of the James in 1:1. Growing recognition that it was written by the Lord’s brother led to its acceptance as a canonical book.

[image: ]

THE TIME OF JAMES

James is addressed “to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad” (1:1), and it is apparent from verses like 1:19 and 2:1, 7 that this greeting refers to Hebrew Christians outside of Palestine. Their place of meeting is called a “synagogue” in the Greek text of 2:2, and the whole epistle reflects Jewish thought and expressions (e.g., 2:19, 21; 4:11, 12; 5:4, 12). There are no references to slavery or idolatry, and this also fits an originally Jewish readership.

These Jewish believers were beset with problems that were testing their faith, and James was concerned that they were succumbing to impatience, bitterness, materialism, disunity, and spiritual apathy. As a resident of Jerusalem and a leader of the church, James no doubt had frequent contact with Jewish Christians from a number of Roman provinces. He therefore felt a responsibility to exhort and encourage them in their struggles of faith.

According to Josephus, James was martyred in A.D. 62 (Hegesippus, quoted in Eusebius, fixed the date of James’s death at A.D. 66). Those who accept him as the author of this epistle have proposed a date of writing ranging from A.D. 45 to the end of his life. However, several factors indicate that this letter may have been the earliest writing of the New Testament (c. A.D. 46–49): (1) There is no mention of Gentile Christians or their relationship to Jewish Christians as would be expected in a later epistle. (2) Apart from references to the Person of Christ, there is practically no distinctive theology in James, suggesting an early date when Christianity was viewed in terms of Messianic Judaism. (3) The allusions to the teachings of Christ have such little verbal agreement with the synoptic Gospels that they probably preceded them. (4) James uses the word “synagogue” (“assembly, ” 2:2) in addition to “church” and indicates a very simple organization of elders and masters, that is, teachers (3:1; 5:14), which was patterned after the early synagogue. (5) James does not mention the issues involved in the Acts 15 Council in Jerusalem (A.D. 49).
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THE CHRIST OF JAMES

In 1:1 and 2:1 James refers to the “Lord Jesus Christ, ” and in 5:7, 8 he anticipates “the coming of the Lord.” Compared to other New Testament writers, James says little about Christ, and yet his speech is virtually saturated with allusions to the teaching of Christ. The Sermon on the Mount is especially prominent in James’s thinking (there are about fifteen indirect references; e.g., James 1:2 and Matt. 5:10–12; James 1:4 and Matt. 5:48; James 2:13 and Matt. 6:14, 15; James 4:11 and Matt. 7:1, 2; James 5:2 and Matt. 6:19). This epistle portrays Christ in the context of early Messianic Judaism.
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KEYS TO JAMES

Key Word: Faith That Works—Throughout his epistle, James develops the theme of the characteristics of true faith. He effectively uses these characteristics as a series of tests to help his readers evaluate the quality of their relationship to Christ. The purpose of this work is not doctrinal or apologetic but practical. James seeks to challenge these believers to examine the quality of their daily lives in terms of attitudes and actions. A genuine faith will produce real changes in a person’s conduct and character, and the absence of change is a symptom of a dead faith.

Key Verses: James 1:19–22 and 2:14–17—“So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God. Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (1:19–22).

“What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Depart in peace, be warmed and filled, ’ but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead” (2:14–17).

Key Chapter: James 1—One of the most difficult areas of the Christian life is that of testings and temptations. James reveals our correct response to both: to testings, count them all joy; to temptations, realize that God is not their source.
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SURVEY OF JAMES

James is the Proverbs of the New Testament because it is written in the terse moralistic style of Wisdom Literature. It is evident that James was profoundly influenced by the Old Testament (especially by its Wisdom Literature) and by the Sermon on the Mount. But James’s impassioned preaching against inequity and social injustice also earns him the title of the Amos of the New Testament. Because of the many subjects in this epistle, it is difficult to outline; suggestions have ranged from no connection between the various topics to a unified scheme. The outline used here is: the test of faith (1:1–18); the characteristics of faith (1:19–5:6); and the triumph of faith (5:7–20).

The Test of Faith (1:1–18): The first part of this epistle develops the qualities of genuine faith in regard to trials and temptations. After a one-verse salutation to geographically dispersed Hebrew Christians (1:1), James quickly introduces his first subject, outward tests of faith (1:2–12). These trials are designed to produce mature endurance and a sense of dependence upon God, to whom the believer turns for wisdom and enablement. Inward temptations (1:13–18) do not come from the One who bestows “every good gift” (1:17). These solicitations to evil must be checked at an early stage or they may result in disastrous consequences.

The Characteristics of Faith (1:19–5:6): A righteous response to testing requires that one be “swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath” (1:19), and this broadly summarizes the remainder of the epistle. Quickness of hearing involves an obedient response to God’s Word (1:19–27). True hearing means more than mere listening; the Word must be received and applied. After stating this principle (1:21, 22), James develops it with an illustration (1:23–25) and an application (1:26, 27). A genuine faith should produce a change in attitude from partiality to the rich to a love for the poor as well as the rich (2:1–13). True faith should also result in actions (2:14–26). In Romans 4, Paul used the example of Abraham to show that justification is by faith, not by works. But James says that Abraham was justified by works (2:21). In spite of the apparent contradiction, Romans 4 and James 2 are really two sides of the same coin. In context, Paul is writing about justification before God while James writes of the evidence of justification before men. A faith that produces no change is not saving faith.

Moving from works to words, James shows how a living faith controls the tongue (“slow to speak, ” 1:19). The tongue is small, but it has the power to accomplish great good or equally great evil. Only the power of God applied by an active faith can tame the tongue (3:1–12). Just as there are wicked and righteous uses of the tongue, so there are demonic and divine manifestations of wisdom (3:13–18). James contrasts seven characteristics of human wisdom with seven qualities of divine wisdom.

The strong pulls of worldliness (4:1–12) and wealth (4:13–5:6) create conflicts that are harmful to the growth of faith. The world sys-tem is at enmity with God; and the pursuit of its pleasures produces covetousness, envy, fighting, and arrogance (4:1–6). The believer’s only alternative is submission to God out of a humble and repentant spirit. This will produce a transformed attitude toward others as well (4:7–12). This spirit of submission and humility should be applied to any attempts to accrue wealth (4:13–17), especially because wealth can lead to pride, injustice, and selfishness (5:1–6).

The Triumph of Faith (5:7–20): James encourages his readers to patiently endure the sufferings of the present life in view of the future prospect of the coming of the Lord (5:7–12). Believers may be oppressed by the rich or by other circumstances; but as the example of Job teaches, they can be sure that God has a gracious purpose in His dealings with them. James concludes his epistle with some practical words on prayer and restoration (5:13–20). The prayers of righteous men (e.g., elders in local churches) are efficacious for the healing and restoration of believers. When sin is not dealt with, it can contribute to illness and even death.
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OUTLINE OF JAMES


I. The Test of Faith … 1:1–18


A. The Purpose of Tests … 1:1–12

B. The Source of Temptations … 1:13–18


II. The Characteristics of Faith … 1:19–5:6


A. Faith Obeys the Word … 1:19–27

B. Faith Removes Discrimination … 2:1–13

C. Faith Proves Itself by Works … 2:14–26

D. Faith Controls the Tongue … 3:1–12

E. Faith Produces Wisdom … 3:13–18

F. Faith Produces Humility … 4:1–12

G. Faith Produces Dependence on God … 4:13–5:6


III. The Triumph of Faith … 5:7–20


A. Faith Endures Awaiting Christ’s Return … 5:7–12

B. Faith Prays for the Afflicted … 5:13–18

C. Faith Confronts the Erring Brother … 5:19, 20







CHAPTER 1

The Purpose of Tests

1James, Ra bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

To the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad:

Greetings.

2My brethren, Rcount it all joy Rwhen you fall into various trials, 



3Rknowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.


4But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be Tperfect and complete, lacking nothing.


5If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.

6But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.

7For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord;

8he is Ra double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.


9Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation, 

10but the rich in his humiliation, because as a flower of the field he will pass away.

11For no sooner has the sun risen with a burning heat than it withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beautiful appearance perishes. So the rich man also will fade away in his pursuits.

12Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

The Source of Temptations

13Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.

14But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.

15Then, Rwhen desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.


16Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.

17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, Rwith whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.


18ROf His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.


Faith Obeys the Word

19So then, * my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, Rslow to wrath;

20for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.

21Therefore Rlay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, Rwhich is able to save your souls.



22But Rbe doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.


23For Rif anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror;


24for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was.

25But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.

26If anyone among you* thinks he is religious, and Rdoes not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s religion is useless.


27Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: Rto visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.








CHAPTER 2

Faith Removes Discrimination

1 My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, Rthe Lord of glory, with Rpartiality.

2For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in Tfine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in Tfilthy clothes, 



3and you Tpay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, “You sit here in a good place, ” and say to the poor man, “You stand there, ” or, “Sit here at my footstool, ”


4have you not Tshown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?


5Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom Rwhich He promised to those who love Him?


6But Ryou have dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich oppress you Rand drag you into the courts?



7Do they not blaspheme that noble name by which you are Rcalled?


8If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself, ”* you do well;

9but if you Tshow partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as Rtransgressors.



10For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet Rstumble in one point, Rhe is guilty of all.



11For He who said, “Do not commit adultery, ”* also said, “Do not murder.”* Now if you do not commit adultery, but you do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.

12So speak and so do as those who will be judged by Rthe law of liberty.


13For Rjudgment is without mercy to the one who has shown Rno mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.



Faith Proves Itself by Works

14RWhat does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him?

15RIf a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 


16and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled, ” but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?

17Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

18But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” RShow me your faith without your* works, and I will show you my faith by my* works.


19You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble!

20But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?*

21Was not Abraham our father justified by works Rwhen he offered Isaac his son on the altar?


22Do you see Rthat faith was working together with his works, and by Rworks faith was made perfect?



23And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.”* And he was called Rthe friend of God.


24You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.

25Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way?

26For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.







CHAPTER 3

Faith Controls the Tongue

1My brethren, Rlet not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment.

2For Rwe all stumble in many things. RIf anyone does not stumble in word, Rhe is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body.




3Indeed, * Rwe put bits in horses’ mouths that they may obey us, and we turn their whole body.


4Look also at ships: although they are so large and are driven by fierce winds, they are turned by a very small rudder wherever the pilot desires.

5Even so Rthe tongue is a little member and boasts great things. See how great a forest a little fire kindles!


6And Rthe tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue is so set among our members that it Rdefiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell.



7For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and creature of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by mankind.

8But no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.

9With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made Rin the similitude of God.


10Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be so.

11Does a spring send forth fresh water and bitter from the same opening?

12Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Thus no spring yields both salt water and fresh.*

Faith Produces Wisdom

13Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom.

14But if you have Rbitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, Rdo not boast and lie against the truth.



15This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic.

16For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there.

17But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.

18Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.







CHAPTER 4

Faith Produces Humility

1Where do Twars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure Rthat war in your members?

2You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and Twar. Yet* you do not have because you do not ask.


3RYou ask and do not receive, Rbecause you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures.



4Adulterers and* adulteresses! Do you not know that Rfriendship with the world is enmity with God? RWhoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.



5Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, R“The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously”?


6But He gives more grace. Therefore He says:

“God resists the proud,

But gives grace to the humble.”*

7Therefore submit to God. RResist the devil and he will flee from you.


8RDraw near to God and He will draw near to you. RCleanse your hands, you sinners; and Rpurify your hearts, you double-minded.




9RLament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.


10RHumble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.


11RDo not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother Rand judges his brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge.



12There is one Lawgiver, * Rwho is able to save and to destroy. RWho* are you to judge another?*



Faith Produces Dependence on God

13Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will* go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”;

14whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? RIt is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.


15Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.”

16But now you boast in your arrogance. RAll such boasting is evil.


17Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.







CHAPTER 5

1Come now, you Rrich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you!

2Your riches are corrupted, and Ryour garments are moth-eaten.


3Your gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have heaped up treasure in the last days.

4Indeed Rthe wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out; and Rthe cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.*



5You have lived on the earth in pleasure and Tluxury; you have fattened your hearts as* in a day of slaughter.


6You have condemned, you have murdered the just; he does not resist you.

Faith Endures Awaiting Christ’s Return

7Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain.

8You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord Tis at hand.


9Do not Tgrumble against one another, brethren, lest you be condemned.* Behold, the Judge is standing at the door!


10RMy brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an example of suffering and patience.


11Indeed Rwe count them blessed who endure. You have heard of Rthe perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful.



12But above all, my brethren, Rdo not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath. But let your “Yes” be “Yes, ” and your “No, ” “No, ” lest you fall into judgment.*


Faith Prays for the Afflicted

13Is anyone among you suffering? Let him Rpray. Is anyone cheerful? RLet him sing psalms.

14Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, Ranointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.


15And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.

16Confess your trespasses* to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. RThe effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.


17Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and Rhe prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months.


18And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit.

Faith Confronts the Erring Brother

19Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone Rturns him back, 

20let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul* from death and cover a multitude of sins.





The First Epistle of Peter
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THE BOOK OF 1 PETER

Persecution can cause either growth or bitterness in the Christian life. Response determines the result. In writing to Jewish believers struggling in the midst of persecution, Peter encourages them to conduct themselves courageously for the Person and program of Christ. Both their character and conduct must be above reproach. Having been born again to a living hope, they are to imitate the Holy One who has called them. The fruit of that character will be conduct rooted in submission: citizens to government, servants to masters, wives to husbands, husbands to wives, and Christians to one another. Only after submission is fully understood does Peter deal with the difficult area of suffering. The Christians are not to think it “strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you” (4:12), but are to rejoice as partakers of the suffering of Christ. That response to life is truly the climax of one’s submission to the good hand of God.

This epistle begins with the phrase Petros apostolos Iesou Christou, “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ.” This is the basis of the early title Petrou A, the “First of Peter.”
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THE AUTHOR OF 1 PETER

The early church universally acknowledged the authenticity and authority of 1 Peter. The internal evidence supports this consistent external testimony in several ways. The apostle Peter’s name is given in 1:1, and there are definite similarities between certain phrases in this letter and Peter’s sermons as recorded in the Book of Acts (cf. 1 Pet. 1:20 and Acts 2:23; 1 Pet. 4:5 and Acts 10:42). Twice in Acts Peter used the Greek word xylon, “wood, tree, ” to speak of the cross, and this distinctive use is also found in 1 Peter (see Acts 5:30, 10:39; 1 Pet. 2:24). The epistle contains a number of allusions to events in the life of Christ that held special significance for Peter (e.g., 2:23; 3:18; 4:1; 5:1; cf. 5:5 and John 13:4).

Nevertheless, critics since the nineteenth century have challenged the authenticity of 1 Peter on several grounds. Some claim that 1:1, 2 and 4:12–5:14 were later additions that turned an anonymous address or a baptismal sermon into a Petrine epistle. Others argue that the sufferings experienced by readers of this letter must refer to the persecution of Christians that took place after the time of Peter in the reigns of the emperors Domitian (A.D. 81–96) and Trajan (A.D. 98–117). There is no basis for the first argument, and the second argument falsely assumes that Christians were not being reviled for their faith during the life of Peter. Another challenge asserts that the quality of the Greek of this epistle is too high for a Galilean like Peter. But Galileans were bilingual (Aramaic and Greek), and writers such as Matthew and James were skillful in their use of Greek. It is also likely that Peter used Silvanus as his scribe (5:12; Paul calls him Silvanus in 2 Cor. 1:19; 1 Thess. 1:1; 2 Thess. 1:1; Luke calls him Silas in Acts 15:40–18:5), and Silvanus may have smoothed out Peter’s speech in the process.
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THE TIME OF 1 PETER

This letter is addressed “to the strangers scattered, ” or more literally, “pilgrims of the Dispersion” (1:1). This, coupled with the injunction to keep their behavior “honorable among the Gentiles” (2:12), gives the initial appearance that the bulk of the readers are Hebrew Christians. A closer look, however, forms the opposite view that most of these believers were Gentiles. They were called “out of darkness” (2:9), and they “once were not a people but are now the people of God” (2:10). Their former “aimless conduct received by tradition from [their] fathers” was characterized by ignorance and futility (1:14, 18; cf. Eph. 4:17). Because they no longer engage in debauchery and idolatry, they are maligned by their countrymen (4:3, 4). These descriptions do not fit a predominantly Hebrew Christian readership. Though Peter was an apostle “to the circumcised” (Gal. 2:8), he also ministered to Gentiles (Acts 10:34–48; Gal. 2:12), and a letter like this would not be beyond the scope of his ministry.

This epistle was addressed to Christians throughout Asia Minor, indicating the spread of the gospel in regions not evangelized when Acts was written (Pontus, Cappadocia, Bithynia; 1:1). It is possible that Peter visited and ministered in some of these areas, but there is no evidence. He wrote this letter in response to the news of growing opposition to the believers in Asia Minor (1:6; 3:13–17; 4:12–19; 5:9, 10). Hostility and suspicion were mounting against Christians in the empire, and they were being reviled and abused for their lifestyles and subversive talk about another kingdom. Christianity had not yet received the official Roman ban, but the stage was being set for the persecution and martyrdom of the near future.

Peter’s life was dramatically changed after the Resurrection, and he occupied a central role in the early church and in the spread of the gospel to the Samaritans and Gentiles (Acts 2–10). After the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15, little is recorded of Peter’s activities. He evidently traveled extensively with his wife (1 Cor. 9:5) and ministered in various Roman provinces. According to tradition, Peter was crucified upside down in Rome prior to Nero’s death in A.D. 68.

This epistle was written from Babylon (5:13), but scholars are divided as to whether this refers literally to Babylon in Mesopotamia or symbolically to Rome. There is no tradition that Peter went to Babylon, and in his day it had few inhabitants. On the other hand, tradition consistently indicates that Peter spent the last years of his life in Rome. As a center of idolatry, the term “Babylon” was an appropriate figurative designation for Rome (cf. the later use of “Babylon” in Rev. 17; 18). Peter used other figurative expressions in this epistle, and it is not surprising that he would do the same with Rome. His mention of Mark (5:13) also fits this view because Mark was in Rome during Paul’s first imprisonment (Col. 4:10). This epistle was probably written shortly before the outbreak of persecution under Nero in A.D. 64.

[image: ]

THE CHRIST OF 1 PETER

This epistle presents Christ as the believer’s example and hope in time of suffering in a spiritually hostile world. He is the basis for the Christian’s “living hope” and “inheritance” (1:3, 4), and the love relationship available with Him by faith is a source of inexpressible joy (1:8). His suffering and death provide redemption for all who trust in Him: “who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed” (2:24; cf. 1:18, 19; 3:18). Christ is the Chief Shepherd and Overseer of believers (2:25; 5:4); and when He appears, those who know Him will be glorified.
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KEYS TO 1 PETER

Key Word: Suffering for the Cause of Christ—The basic theme of 1 Peter is the proper response to Christian suffering. Knowing that his readers will be facing more persecution than ever before, Peter writes this letter to give them a divine perspective on these trials so that they will be able to endure them without wavering in their faith. They should not be surprised at their ordeal because the One they follow also suffered and died (2:21; 3:18; 4:1, 12–14). Rather, they should count it a privilege to share the sufferings of Christ. Peter therefore exhorts them to be sure that their hardships are not being caused by their own wrongdoings, but for their Christian testimony. They are not the only believers who are suffering (5:9), and they must recognize that God brings these things into the lives of His children, not as a punishment but as a stimulus to “perfect” them in Christ (5:10). Peter wants to overcome the attitudes of bitterness and anxiety, replacing them with dependence on and confidence in God.

Another theme is stated in 5:12: “I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.” In this epistle Peter frequently speaks of the believer’s position in Christ and future hope, and he does so to remind his readers that they are merely sojourners on this planet: their true destiny is eternal glory “when His glory is revealed” (4:13). The grace of God in their salvation (1:1–2:10) shall give them an attitude of submission (2:11–3:12) in the context of suffering for the name of Christ (3:13–5:14).

Key Verses: 1 Peter 1:10–12 and 4:12, 13—“Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that would come to you, searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were ministering the things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things which angels desire to look into” (1:10–12).

“Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy” (4:12, 13).

Key Chapter: 1 Peter 4—Central in the New Testament revelation concerning how to handle persecution and suffering caused by one’s Christian testimony is 1 Peter 4. Not only is Christ’s suffering to be our model (4:1, 2), but also we are to rejoice in that we can share in His suffering (4:12–14).
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SURVEY OF 1 PETER

Peter addresses this epistle to “pilgrims” in a world that is growing increasingly hostile to Christians. These believers are beginning to suffer because of their stand for Christ, and Peter uses this letter to give them counsel and comfort by stressing the reality of their living hope in the Lord. By standing firm in the grace of God (5:12) they will be able to endure their “fiery trial” (4:12), knowing that there is a divine purpose behind their pain. This letter logically proceeds through the themes of the salvation of the believer (1:1–2:12); the submission of the believer (2:13–3:12); and the suffering of the believer (3:13–5:14).

The Salvation of the Believer (1:1–2:12): Addressing his letter to believers in several Roman provinces, Peter briefly describes the saving work of the triune Godhead in his salutation (1:1, 2). He then extols God for the riches of this salvation by looking in three temporal directions (1:3–12). First, Peter anticipates the future realization of the Christian’s manifold inheritance (1:3–5). Second, he looks at the present joy that this living hope produces in spite of various trials (1:6–9). Third, he reflects upon the prophets of the past who predicted the gospel of God’s grace in Christ (1:10–12).

The proper response to this salvation is the pursuit of sanctification or holiness (1:13–2:10). This involves a purifying departure from conformity with the world to godliness in behavior and love. With this in mind, Peter exhorts his readers to “desire the pure milk of the word, that [they] may grow” (2:2) by applying “the word of God which lives and abides forever” (1:23) and acting as a holy priesthood of believers.

The Submission of the Believer (2:13–3:12): Peter turns to the believer’s relationships in the world and appeals for an attitude of submission as the Christlike way to harmony and true freedom. Submission for the Lord’s sake to those in governmental (2:13–17) and social (2:18–20) authority will foster a good testimony to outsiders. Before moving on to submission in marital relationships (3:1–7), Peter again picks up the theme of Christian suffering (mentioned in 1:6, 7 and 2:12, 18–20) and uses Christ as the supreme model: He suffered sinlessly, silently, and as a substitute for the salvation of others (2:21–25; cf. Is. 52:13–53:12). Peter summarizes his appeal for Christlike submission and humility in 3:8–12.

The Suffering of the Believer (3:13–5:14): Anticipating that growing opposition to Christianity will require a number of his readers to defend their faith and conduct, Peter encourages them to be ready to do so in an intelligent and gracious way (3:13–16). Three times he tells them that if they must suffer, it should be for righteousness’ sake and not as a result of sinful behavior (3:17; see 2:20; 4:15, 16). The end of this chapter (3:18–22) is an extremely difficult passage to interpret, and several options have been offered. Verses 19 and 20 may mean that Christ, during the period between His death and resurrection, addressed demonic spirits or the spirits of those who were alive before the Flood. Another interpretation is that Christ preached through Noah to his pre-Flood contemporaries.

As believers in Christ, the readers are no longer to pursue the lusts of the flesh as they did formerly, but rather the will of God (4:1–6). In view of the hardships that they may suffer, Peter exhorts them to be strong in their mutual love and to exercise their spiritual gifts in the power of God so that they will be built up (4:7–11). They should not be surprised when they are slandered and reviled for their faith because God has a purpose in all things, and the time of judgment will come when His name and all who trust in Him will be vindicated (4:12–19). They must therefore “commit their souls to Him in doing good” (4:19).

In a special word to the elders of the churches in these Roman provinces, Peter urges them to be diligent but gentle shepherds over the flocks that have been divinely placed under their care (5:1–4). The readers as a whole are told to clothe themselves with humility toward one another and toward God who will exalt them at the proper time (5:5–7). They are to resist the Adversary in the sure knowledge that their calling to God’s eternal glory in Christ will be realized (5:8–11). Peter ends his epistle by stating his theme (“the true grace of God”) and conveying greetings and a benediction (5:12–14).
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OUTLINE OF 1 PETER

Part One: The Salvation of the Believer (1:1–2:12)

I. Salutation … 1:1, 2

II. Salvation of the Believer … 1:3–12

A. Hope for the Future … 1:3, 4

B. Trials for the Present … 1:5–9

C. Anticipation in the Past … 1:10–12

III. Sanctification of the Believer … 1:13–2:12

A. “Be Holy” … ;1:13–21

B. “Love One Another” … 1:22–25

C. “Desire the Pure Milk of the Word” … 2:1–3

D. “Offer Up Spiritual Sacrifices” … 2:4–10

E. “Abstain from Fleshly Lusts” … 2:11, 12

Part Two: The Submission of the Believer (2:13–3:12)

I. Submission to the Government … 2:13–17

II. Submission in Business … 2:18–25

III. Submission in Marriage … 3:1–8

IV. Submission in All of Life … 3:9–12

Part Three: The Suffering of the Believer (3:13–5:14)

I. Conduct in Suffering … 3:13–17

II. Christ’s Example of Suffering … 3:18–4:6

III. Commands in Suffering … 4:7–19

IV. Minister in Suffering … 5:1–9

A. Elders, Shepherd the Flock … 5:1–4

B. Saints, Humble Yourselves … 5:5–9

V. Benediction … 5:10–14




CHAPTER 1

Salutation

1Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To the pilgrims Rof the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 

2elect Raccording to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and Rsprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:

Grace to you and peace be multiplied.

Hope for the Future

3RBlessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who Raccording to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

4to an inheritance Tincorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, Rreserved in heaven for you, 

Trials for the Present

5Rwho are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

6RIn this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 

7that Rthe genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though Rit is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 

8Rwhom having not seen* you love. RThough now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 

9receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls.

Anticipation in the Past

10Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that would come to you, 

11searching what, or what manner of time, Rthe Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.

12To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us* they were ministering the things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things which Rangels desire to look into.

“Be Holy”

13Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

14as obedient children, not Rconforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance;

15Rbut as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 

16because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”*

17And if you call on the Father, who Rwithout partiality judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear;

18knowing that you were not Rredeemed with Tcorruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 

19but Rwith the precious blood of Christ, Ras of a lamb without blemish and without spot.

20RHe indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you

21who through Him believe in God, Rwho raised Him from the dead and Rgave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

“Love One Another”

22Since you Rhave purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit* in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 

23Rhaving been born again, not of Tcorruptible seed but incorruptible, Rthrough the word of God which lives and abides forever, *

24because

“All flesh is as grass,

And all the glory of man* as the flower of the grass.

The grass withers,

And its flower falls away,

25But the Tword of the LORD endures forever.”*

RNow this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you.




CHAPTER 2

“Desire the Pure Milk of the Word”

1Therefore, Rlaying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 

2Ras newborn babes, desire the pure Rmilk of the word, that you may grow thereby, *

3if indeed you have Rtasted that the Lord is gracious.

“Offer Up Spiritual Sacrifices”

4Coming to Him as to a living stone, Rrejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 

5you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

6Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, 

“Behold, I lay in Zion

A chief cornerstone, elect, precious,

And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame.”*

7Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, *

“The stone which the builders rejected

Has become the chief cornerstone, ”*

8and

“A stone of stumbling

And a rock of offense.”*

They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed.

9But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of Rdarkness into His marvelous light;

10who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.

“Abstain from Fleshly Lusts”

11Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts Rwhich war against the soul, 

12Rhaving your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, Rthey may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.

Submission to the Government

13Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme, 

14or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good.

15For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men—

16as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God.

17Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear RGod. Honor the king.

Submission in Business

18RServants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh.

19For this is Rcommendable, if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully.

20For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God.

21For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, * leaving us* an example, that you should follow His steps:

22“Who committed no sin,

Nor was deceit found in His mouth”;*

23Rwho, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but Rcommitted Himself to Him who judges righteously;

24who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—Rby whose stripes you were healed.

25For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned Rto the Shepherd and Overseer* of your souls. 




CHAPTER 3

Submission in Marriage

1Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, 

2Rwhen they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear.

3RDo not let your adornment be merely outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel—

4rather let it be Rthe hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God.

5For in this manner, in former times, the holy women who trusted in God also adorned themselves, being submissive to their own husbands, 

6as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good and are not afraid with any terror.

7RHusbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.

8Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous;*

Submission in All of Life

9Rnot returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing.

10For

“He who would love life

And see good days,

Let him refrain his tongue from evil,

And his lips from speaking deceit.

11Let him Rturn away from evil and do good;

Let him seek peace and pursue it.

12For the eyes of the LORD are on the righteous,

RAnd His ears are open to their prayers; 

But the face of the LORD is against those who do evil.”*

Conduct in Suffering

13And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good?

14RBut even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. “And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.”*

15But Tsanctify the Lord God* in your hearts, and always Rbe ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the Rhope that is in you, with meekness and fear;

16Rhaving a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed.

17For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.

Christ’s Example of Suffering

18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us* to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, 

19by whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison, 

20who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited* in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water.

21RThere is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism R(not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

22who has gone into heaven and Ris at the right hand of God, Rangels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him.




CHAPTER 4

1Therefore, since Christ suffered for us* in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 

2that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, Rbut for the will of God.

3For we have spent enough of our past lifetime* in doing the will of the Gentiles—when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries.

4In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you.

5They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.

6For this reason Rthe gospel was preached also to those who are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but Rlive according to God in the spirit.

Commands in Suffering

7But Rthe end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers.

8And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins.”*

9RBe hospitable to one another Rwithout grumbling.

10RAs each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

11RIf anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that Rin all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the Tdominion forever and ever. Amen.

12Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you;

13but rejoice Rto the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that Rwhen His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.

14If you are reproached for the name of Christ, Rblessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.* On their part He is blasphemed, Rbut on your part He is glorified.

15But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a Tbusybody in other people’s matters.

16Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.*

17For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?

18Now

“If the righteous one is scarcely saved,

Where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?”*

19Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator.




CHAPTER 5

Elders, Shepherd the Flock

1The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed:

2RShepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, Rnot by compulsion but willingly, * not for dishonest gain but eagerly;

3nor as Rbeing Tlords over Rthose entrusted to you, but Rbeing examples to the flock;

4and when Rthe Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive Rthe crown of glory that does not fade away.

Saints, Humble Yourselves

5Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, Rall of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for

“God resists the proud,

But gives grace to the humble.”*

6Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 

7casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.

8Be sober, be vigilant; because* your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.

9Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.

Benediction

10But may* the God of all grace, who called us* to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.

11RTo Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

12By Silvanus, our faithful brother as I consider him, I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God in which you stand.

13She who is in Babylon, elect together with you, greets you; and so does RMark my son.

14Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to you all who are in Christ Jesus. Amen.




The Second Epistle of Peter
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THE BOOK OF 2 PETER

First Peter deals with problems from the outside; 2 Peter deals with problems from the inside. Peter writes to warn the believers about the false teachers who are peddling damaging doctrine. He begins by urging them to keep close watch on their personal lives. The Christian life demands diligence in pursuing moral excellence, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and selfless love. By contrast, the false teachers are sensual, arrogant, greedy, and covetous. They scoff at the thought of future judgment and live their lives as if the present would be the pattern for the future. Peter reminds them that although God may be longsuffering in sending judgment, ultimately it will come. In view of that fact, believers should live lives of godliness, blamelessness, and steadfastness.

The statement of authorship in 1:1 is very clear: “Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ.” To distinguish this epistle from the first by Peter it was given the Greek title Petrou B, “Second of Peter.”
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THE AUTHOR OF 2 PETER

No other book in the New Testament poses as many problems of authenticity as does 2 Peter. Unlike 1 Peter, this letter has very weak external testimony, and its genuineness is hurt by internal difficulties as well. Because of these obstacles, many scholars reject the Petrine authorship of this epistle, but this does not mean that there is no case for the opposite position.

External Evidence: The external testimony for the Petrine authorship of 2 Peter is weaker than that for any other New Testament book, but by the fourth century it became generally recognized as an authentic work of the apostle Peter. There are no undisputed second-century quotations from 2 Peter, but in the third century it is quoted in the writings of several church fathers, notably Origen and Clement of Alexandria. Third-century writers were generally aware of 2 Peter and respected its contents, but it was still cataloged as a disputed book. The fourth century saw the official acknowledgment of the authority of 2 Peter in spite of some lingering doubts. For several reasons 2 Peter was not quickly accepted as a canonical book: (1) Slow circulation kept it from being widely known. (2) Its brevity and contents greatly limited the number of quotations from it in the writings of early church leaders. (3) The delay in recognition meant that 2 Peter had to compete with several later works that falsely claimed to be Petrine (e.g., the Apocalypse of Peter). (4) Stylistic differences between 1 and 2 Peter also raised doubts.

Internal Evidence: On the positive side, 2 Peter bears abundant testimony to its apostolic origin. It claims to be by “Simon Peter” (1:1), and 3:1 says “Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle.” The writer refers to the Lord’s prediction about the apostle’s death in 1:14 (cf. John 21:18, 19) and says he was an eyewitness of the Transfiguration (1:16–18). As an apostle (1:1), he places himself on an equal level with Paul (3:15). There are also distinctive words that are found in 2 Peter and in Peter’s sermons in Acts, as well as unusual words and phrases shared by 1 and 2 Peter.

On the negative side, a number of troublesome areas challenge the traditional position: (1) There are differences between the style and vocabulary of 1 and 2 Peter. The Greek of 2 Peter is rough and awkward compared to that of 1 Peter, and there are also differences in informality and in the use of the Old Testament. But these differences are often exaggerated, and they can be explained by Peter’s use of Silvanus as his secretary for 1 Peter and his own hand for 2 Peter. (2) It is argued that 2 Peter used a passage from Jude to describe false teachers and that Jude was written after Peter’s death. However, this is a debated issue, and it is possible that Jude quoted from Peter or that both used a common source (see “The Author of Jude”). (3) The reference to a collection of Paul’s letters (3:15, 16) implies a late date for this epistle. But it is not necessary to conclude that all of Paul’s letters were in mind here. Peter’s contact with Paul and his associates no doubt made him familiar with several Pauline Epistles. (4) Some scholars claim that the false teaching mentioned in 2 Peter was a form of Gnosticism that emerged after Peter’s day, but there is insufficient evidence to support this stand.

The alternative to Petrine authorship is a later forgery done in the name of Peter. Even the claim that 2 Peter was written by a disciple of Peter cannot overcome the problem of misrepresentation. In addition 2 Peter is clearly superior to any pseudonymous writings. In spite of the external and internal problems, the traditional position of Petrine authorship overcomes more difficulties than any other option.
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THE TIME OF 2 PETER

Most scholars regard 3:1 (“Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle”) as a reference to 1 Peter. If this is so, Peter had the same readers of Asia Minor in mind (see “The Time of 1 Peter”), although the more general salutation in 1:1 would also allow for a wider audience. Peter wrote this epistle in response to the spread of heretical teachings which were all the more insidious because they emerged from within the churches. These false teachers perverted the doctrine of justification and promoted a rebellious and immoral way of life.

This epistle was written just before the apostle’s death (1:14), probably from Rome. His martyrdom took place between A.D. 64 and 66 (if Peter were alive in A.D. 67 when Paul wrote 2 Timothy during his second Roman imprisonment, it is likely that Paul would have mentioned him).
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THE CHRIST OF 2 PETER

Apart from the first verse of his epistle, Peter employs the title “Lord” every time he names the Savior. The Lord Jesus Christ is the source of full knowledge and power for the attainment of spiritual maturity (1:2, 3, 8; 3:18). Peter recalls the glory of Jesus’ transfiguration on the holy mountain and anticipates His parousia, “coming, ” when the whole world, not just three men on a mountain, will behold His glory.
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KEYS TO 2 PETER

Key Word: Guard Against False Teachers—The basic theme that runs through 2 Peter is the contrast between the knowledge and practice of truth versus falsehood. This epistle is written to expose the dangerous and seductive work of false teachers, and to warn believers to be on their guard so that they will not be “led away with the error of the wicked” (3:17). It is also written to exhort the readers to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (3:18), because this growth into Christian maturity is the best defense against spiritual counterfeits. This letter serves to remind its readers of the foundational elements in the Christian life from which they must not waver (1:12, 13; 3:1, 2). This includes the certainty of the Lord’s return in power and judgment.

Key Verses: 2 Peter 1:20, 21 and 3:9–11—“Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (1:20, 21).

“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness” (3:9–11).

Key Chapter: 2 Peter 1—The Scripture clearest in defining the relationship between God and man on the issue of inspiration is contained in 1:19–21. Three distinct principles surface: (1) that the interpretation of Scriptures is not limited to a favored elect but is open for all who “rightly [divide] the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15); (2) that the divinely inspired prophet did not initiate the Scripture himself; and (3) that the Holy Spirit (not the emotion or circumstances of the moment) moved holy men.
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SURVEY OF 2 PETER

Peter wrote his first epistle to encourage his readers to respond properly to external opposition. His second epistle focuses on internal opposition caused by false teachers whose “destructive heresies” (2:1) can seduce believers into error and immorality. While 1 Peter speaks of the new birth through the living Word, 1 Peter stresses the need for growth in the grace and knowledge of Christ. The best antidote for error is a mature understanding of the truth. Second Peter divides into three parts: cultivation of Christian character (1); condemnation of false teachers (2); and confidence of Christ’s return (3).

Cultivation of Christian Character (1): Peter’s salutation (1:1, 2) is an introduction to the major theme of chapter 1, that is, the true knowledge of Jesus Christ. The readers are reminded of the “great and precious promises” that are theirs because of their calling to faith in Christ (1:3, 4). They have been called away from the corruption of the world to conformity with Christ, and Peter urges them to progress by forging a chain of eight Christian virtues from faith to love (1:5–7). If a believer does not transform profession into practice, he becomes spiritually useless, perverting the purpose for which he was called (1:8–11).

This letter was written not long before Peter’s death (1:14) to remind believers of the riches of their position in Christ and their responsibility to hold fast to the truth (1:12–21). Peter knew that his departure from this earth was imminent, and he left this letter as a written legacy. As an eyewitness of the life of Christ (he illustrates this with a portrait of the Transfiguration in 1:16–18), Peter affirms the authority and reliability of the prophetic word. The clearest biblical description of the divine-human process of inspiration is found in 1:21: “but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”

Condemnation of False Teachers (2): Peter’s discussion of true prophecy leads him to an extended denunciation of false prophecy in the churches. These false teachers were especially dangerous because they arose within the church and undermined the confidence of believers (2:1–3). Peter’s extended description of the characteristics of these false teachers (2:10–22) exposes the futility and corruption of their strategies. Their teachings and lifestyles reek of arrogance and selfishness, but their crafty words are capable of enticing immature believers.

Confidence of Christ’s Return (3): Again Peter states that this letter is designed to stir up the minds of his readers “by way of reminder” (3:1; cf. 1:13). This very timely chapter is designed to remind them of the certain truth of the imminent parousia (this Greek word, used in 3:4, 12, refers to the second coming or advent of Christ) and to refute those mockers who will deny this doctrine in the last days. These scoffers will claim that God does not powerfully intervene in world affairs, but Peter calls attention to two past and one future divinely induced catastrophic events: the Creation, the Flood, and the dissolution of the present heavens and earth (3:1–7). It may appear that the promise of Christ’s return will not be fulfilled, but this is untrue for two reasons: God’s perspective on the passing of time is quite unlike that of men, and the apparent delay in the parousia is due to His patience in waiting for more individuals to come to a knowledge of Christ (3:8, 9). Nevertheless, the day of consummation will come, and all the matter of this universe will evidently be transformed into energy from which God will fashion a new cosmos (3:10–13).

In light of this coming day of the Lord, Peter exhorts his readers to live lives of holiness, steadfastness, and growth (3:14–18). He mentions the letters of “our beloved brother Paul” and significantly places them on a level with the Old Testament Scriptures (3:15, 16). After a final warning about the danger of false teachers, the epistle closes with an appeal to growth, and a doxology.

[image: ]

OUTLINE OF 2 PETER

I. Cultivation of Christian Character … 1:1–21

A. Salutation … 1:1, 2

B. Growth in Christ … 1:3–14

C. Grounds of Belief … 1:15–21

1. Experience of the Transfiguration … 1:15–18

2. Certainty of the Scriptures … 1:19–21

II. Condemnation of False Teachers … 2:1–22

A. Danger of False Teachers … 2:1–3

B. Destruction of False Teachers … 2:4–9

C. Description of False Teachers … 2:10–22

III. Confidence of Christ’s Return … 3:1–18

A. Mockery in the Last Days … 3:1–7

B. Manifestation of the Day of the Lord … 3:8–10

C. Maturity in View of the Day of the Lord … 3:11–18




CHAPTER 1

Salutation

1Simon Peter, a bondservant and Rapostle of Jesus Christ, 

To those who have obtained Rlike precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ:

2Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 

Growth in Christ

3as His Rdivine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him Rwho called us by glory and virtue, 

4by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

5But also for this very reason, Rgiving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue Rknowledge, 

6to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 

7to godliness brotherly kindness, and Rto brotherly kindness love.

8For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither Tbarren Rnor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins.

10Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent Rto make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble;

11for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

12For this reason RI will not be negligent to remind you always of these things, Rthough you know and are established in the present truth.

13Yes, I think it is right, Ras long as I am in this Ttent, Rto stir you up by reminding you, 

14Rknowing that shortly I must put off my tent, just as Rour Lord Jesus Christ showed me.

Experience of the Transfiguration Matt. 17:5; Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35

15Moreover I will be careful to ensure that you always have a reminder of these things after my Tdecease.

16For we did not follow Rcunningly devised fables when we made known to you the Rpower and Rcoming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty.

17For He received from God the Father honor and glory when such a voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

18And we heard this voice which came from heaven when we were with Him on Rthe holy mountain.

Certainty of the Scriptures

19And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, * which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, Runtil Rthe day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts;

20knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, *

21for prophecy never came by the will of man, Rbut holy men of God* spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.




CHAPTER 2

Danger of False Teachers

1But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be Rfalse teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction.

2And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed.

3By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does* not slumber.

Destruction of False Teachers

4For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to Thell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;

5and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly;

6and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them an example to those who afterward would live ungodly;

7and Rdelivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked

8(for that righteous man, dwelling among them, Rtormented his righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds)—

9then Rthe Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment, 

Description of False Teachers

10and especially Rthose who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise authority. RThey are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries, 

11whereas angels, who are greater in power and might, do not bring a reviling accusation against them before the Lord.

12But these, like natural brute beasts made to be caught and destroyed, speak evil of the things they do not understand, and will utterly perish in their own corruption, 

13and will receive the wages of unrighteousness, as those who count it pleasure to carouse in the daytime. They are spots and blemishes, carousing in their own deceptions while they feast with you, 

14having eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from sin, enticing unstable souls. They have a heart trained in covetous practices, and are accursed children.

15They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the way of RBalaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;

16but he was rebuked for his iniquity: a dumb donkey speaking with a man’s voice restrained the madness of the prophet.

17These are wells without water, clouds* carried by a tempest, for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever.*

18For when they speak great swelling words of emptiness, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, the ones who have actually escaped* from those who live in error.

19While they promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves of Tcorruption; Rfor by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage.

20For if, after they Rhave escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are Ragain entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning.

21For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them.

22But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: “A dog returns to his own vomit, ”* and, “a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.”




CHAPTER 3

Mockery in the Last Days

1Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle (in both of which RI stir up your pure minds by way of reminder), 

2that you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us, * the apostles of the Lord and Savior, 

3knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, Rwalking according to their own lusts, 

4and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of Rcreation.”

5For this they willfully forget: that Rby the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth Rstanding out of water and in the water, 

6by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water.

7But Rthe heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

Manifestation of the Day of the Lord

8But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and Ra thousand years as one day.

9RThe Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but Ris longsuffering toward us, * Rnot willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

10But Rthe day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which Rthe heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.*

Maturity in View of the Day of the Lord

11Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 

12looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat?

13Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

14Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless;

15and consider that Rthe longsuffering of our Lord is salvation—as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, 

16as also in all his Repistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the Rrest of the Scriptures.

17You therefore, beloved, Rsince you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;

18but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.




The First Epistle of John

[image: ]

THE BOOK OF 1 JOHN

God is light; God is love; and God is life. John is enjoying a delightful fellowship with that God of light, love, and life, and he desperately desires that his spiritual children enjoy the same fellowship.

God is light. Therefore, to engage in fellowship with Him we must walk in light and not in darkness. As we walk in the light, we will regularly confess our sins, allowing the blood of Christ continually to cleanse us. Christ will act as our defense attorney before the Father. Proof of our “walk in the light” will be keeping the commandments of God and replacing any hatred we have toward others with love. Two major roadblocks to hinder this walk will be falling in love with the world and falling for the alluring lies of false teachers.

God is love. Since we are His children, we must walk in love. In fact, John says that if we do not love, we do not know God. Additionally, our love needs to be practical. Love is more than just words; it is actions. Love is giving, not getting. Biblical love is unconditional in its nature. It is an “in spite of” love. Christ’s love fulfilled those qualities and when that brand of love characterizes us, we will be free of self-condemnation and experience confidence before God.

God is life. Those who fellowship with Him must possess His quality of life. Spiritual life begins with spiritual birth. Spiritual birth occurs through faith in Jesus Christ. Faith in Jesus Christ infuses us with God’s life—eternal life. Therefore, one who walks in fellowship with God will walk in light, love, and life.

Although the apostle John’s name is not found in this book, it was given the title Ioannou A, “First of John.”
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THE AUTHOR OF 1 JOHN

The external evidence for the authorship of 1 John shows that from the beginning it was universally received without dispute as authoritative. It was used by Polycarp (who knew John in his youth) and Papias in the early second century, and later in that century Irenaeus (who knew Polycarp in his youth) specifically attributed it to the apostle John. All the Greek and Latin church fathers accepted this epistle as Johannine.

The internal evidence supports this universal tradition because the “we” (apostles), “you” (readers), and “they” (false teachers) phraseology places the writer in the sphere of the apostolic eyewitnesses (cf. 1:1–3; 4:14). John’s name was well known to the readers, and it was unnecessary for him to mention it. The style and vocabulary of 1 John are so similar to those of the fourth Gospel that most scholars acknowledge these books to be by the same hand (see “The Author of John”). Both share many distinctively Johannine phrases, and the characteristics of limited vocabulary and frequent contrast of opposites are also common to them. Even so, some critics have assailed this conclusion on various grounds, but the theological and stylistic differences are not substantial enough to overcome the abundant similarities.

The traditional view is also rejected by those who hold that the fourth Gospel and these three epistles were written by John the “elder” or “presbyter, ” who is to be distinguished from John the apostle. But the only basis for this distinction is Eusebius’s interpretation in his Ecclesiastical History (A.D. 323) of a statement by Papias. Eusebius understood the passage to refer to two distinct Johns, but the wording does not require this; the elder John and the apostle John may be one and the same. Even if they were different, there is no evidence for contradicting the consistent acknowledgment by the early church that this book was written by the apostle John.
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THE TIME OF 1 JOHN

In Acts 8:14 John is associated with “the apostles who were at Jerusalem, ” and Paul calls him one of the “pillars” of the Jerusalem church in Galatians 2:9. Apart from Revelation 1, the New Testament is silent about his later years, but early Christian tradition uniformly tells us that he left Jerusalem (probably not long before its destruction in A.D. 70) and that he ministered in and around Ephesus. The seven churches in the Roman province of Asia, mentioned in Revelation 2 and 3, were evidently a part of this ministry. Although there is no address in 1 John, it is likely that the apostle directed this epistle to the Asian churches that were within the realm of his oversight.

The believers in these congregations were well established in Christian truth, and John wrote to them not as novices but as brethren grounded in apostolic doctrine (2:7, 18–27; 3:11). The apostle does not mention his own affairs, but his use of such terms of address as “beloved” and “my little children” gives this letter a personal touch that reveals his close relationship to the original recipients. First John was probably written in Ephesus after the Gospel of John, but the date cannot be fixed with certainty. No persecution is mentioned, suggesting a date prior to A.D. 95 when persecution broke out during the end of Domitian’s reign (A.D. 81–96).

Advanced in years, John wrote this fatherly epistle out of loving concern for his “children, ” whose steadfastness in the truth was being threatened by the lure of worldliness and the guile of false teachers. The Gnostic heresy taught that matter is inherently evil, and a divine being therefore could not take on human flesh. This resulted in the distinction between the man Jesus and the spiritual Christ who came upon Jesus at His baptism but departed prior to His crucifixion. Another variation was Docetism (from dokeo, “to seem”), the doctrine that Christ only seemed to have a human body. The result in both cases was the same—a flat denial of the Incarnation.

The Gnostics also believed that their understanding of the hidden knowledge (gnosis) made them a kind of spiritual elite, who were above the normal distinctions of right and wrong. This led in most cases to deplorable conduct and complete disregard for Christian ethics.
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THE CHRIST OF 1 JOHN





The present ministry of Christ is portrayed in 1:5–2:22. His blood continually cleanses the believer from all sin, and He is our righteous Advocate before the Father. This epistle places particular stress on the incarnation of God the Son and the identity of Jesus as the Christ (2:22; 4:2, 3), in refutation of Gnostic doctrine. Jesus Christ “came by water and blood” (5:6). He was the same indivisible Person from the beginning (His baptism) to the end (His crucifixion) of His public ministry.

[image: ]

KEYS TO 1 JOHN

Key Word: Fellowship with God—The major theme of 1 John is fellowship with God. John wants his readers to have assurance of the indwelling God through their abiding relationship with Him (2:28; 5:13). Belief in Christ should be manifested in the practice of righteousness and love for the brethren, which in turn produces joy and confidence before God. John writes this epistle to encourage this kind of fellowship and to emphasize the importance of holding fast to apostolic doctrine.

First John is also written to refute the destructive teachings of the Gnostics by stressing the reality of the Incarnation and the emptiness of profession without practice. These antichrists fail the three tests of righteous living, love for the brethren, and belief that Jesus is the Christ, the incarnate God-Man.

Key Verses: 1 John 1:3, 4 and 5:11–13—“That which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. And these things we write to you that your joy may be full” (1:3, 4).

“And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God” (5:11–13).

Key Chapter: 1 John 1—The two central passages for continued fellowship with God are John 15 and 1 John 1. John 15 relates the positive side of fellowship, that is, abiding in Christ. First John 1 unfolds the other side, pointing out that when Christians do not abide in Christ, they must seek forgiveness before fellowship can be restored.
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SURVEY OF 1 JOHN

John writes his first epistle at a time when apostolic doctrine is being challenged by a proliferation of false teachings. Like 2 Peter and Jude, 1 John has a negative and a positive thrust: it refutes erroneous doctrine and encourages its readership to walk in the knowledge of the truth. John lists the criteria and characteristics of fellowship with God and shows that those who abide in Christ can have confidence and assurance before Him. This simply written but profound work develops the meaning of fellowship in the basis of fellowship (1:1–2:27) and the behavior of fellowship (2:28–5:21).

The Basis of Fellowship (1:1–2:27): John’s prologue (1:1–4) recalls the beginning of apostolic contact with Christ. It relates his desire to transmit this apostolic witness to his readers so that they may share the same fellowship with Jesus Christ, the personification of life. This proclamation is followed by a description of the conditions of fellowship (1:5–2:14).

The readers’ sins have been forgiven, and they enjoy fellowship with God. As a result, they know “Him who is from the beginning” and are strengthened to overcome the temptations of the Evil One (2:12–14). The cautions to fellowship are both practical (the lusts of the corrupt world system which opposes God, 2:15–17) and doctrinal (the teachings of those who differentiate between Jesus and the Christ, 2:18–23). In contrast to these antichrists, the readers have the knowledge of the truth and an anointing from the Holy One. Therefore, it would be foolish for them to turn away from the teachings of the apostles to the innovations of the antichrists. The antidote to these heretical teachings is abiding in the apostolic truths that they “heard from the beginning, ” which are authenticated by the anointing they have received (2:24–27).

The Behavior of Fellowship (2:28–5:21): The basic theme of 1 John is summarized in 2:28—assurance through abiding in Christ. The next verse introduces the motif of regeneration, and 2:29–3:10 argues that regeneration is manifested in the practice of righteousness. Because we are children of God through faith in Christ, we have a firm hope of being fully conformed to Him when He appears (3:1–3). Our present likeness to Christ places us in a position of incompatibility with sin, because sin is contrary to the Person and work of Christ (3:4–6). The concept in 3:6 does not contradict 1:8 because it is saying that the abider, insofar as he abides, does not sin. When the believer sins, he does not reflect the regenerate new man but Satan, the original sinner (3:7–10).

Regeneration is shown in righteousness (2:29–3:10), and righteousness is manifested in love (3:10–23). The apostle uses the example of Cain to illustrate what love is not: hatred is murdering in spirit, and it arises from the worldly sphere of death. John then uses the example of Christ to illustrate what love is: love is practiced in self-sacrifice, not mere profession. This practical expression of love results in assurance before God and answered prayers because the believer is walking in obedience to God’s commands to believe in Christ and love one another.

In 3:24 John introduces two important motifs, which are developed in 4:1–16: the indwelling God, and the Spirit as a mark of this indwelling. The Spirit of God confesses the incarnate Christ and confirms apostolic doctrine (4:1–6). The mutual abiding of the believer in God and God in the believer is manifested in love for others, and this love produces a divine and human fellowship that testifies to and reflects the reality of the Incarnation (4:7–16). It also anticipates the perfect fellowship to come and creates a readiness to face the One from whom all love is derived (4:17–19).

John joins the concepts he has presented into a circular chain of six links that begins with love for the brethren (4:20–5:17): (1) Love for believers is the inseparable product of love for God (4:20–5:1). (2) Love for God arises out of obedience to His commandments (5:2, 3). (3) Obedience to God is the result of faith in His Son (5:4, 5). (4) This faith is in Jesus, who was the Christ not only at His baptism (the water), but also at His death (the blood; 5:6–8). (5) The divine witness to the Person of Christ is worthy of complete belief (5:9–13). (6) This belief produces confident access to God in prayer (5:14–17). Since intercessory prayer is a manifestation of love for others, the chain has come full circle.

The epilogue (5:18–21) summarizes the conclusions of the epistle in a series of three certainties: (1) Sin is a threat to fellowship, and it should be regarded as foreign to the believer’s position in Christ (cf. Rom. 6). (2) The believer stands with God against the satanic world system. (3) The Incarnation produces true knowledge and communion with Christ. Since He is the true God and eternal life, the one who knows Him should avoid the lure of any substitute.
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OUTLINE OF 1 JOHN

Part One: The Basis of Fellowship (1:1–2:27)

I. Introduction … 1:1–4

II. The Conditions for Fellowship … 1:5–2:14

A. Walk in the Light … 1:5–7

B. Confession of Sin … 1:8–2:2

C. Obedience to His Commandments … 2:3–6

D. Love for One Another … 2:7–14

III. The Cautions to Fellowship … 2:15–27

A. Love of the World … 2:15–17

B. Spirit of the Antichrist … 2:18–27

Part Two: The Behavior of Fellowship (2:28–5:21)

I. Characteristics of Fellowship … 2:28–5:3

A. Purity of Life … 2:28–3:3

B. Practice of Righteousness … 3:4–12

C. Love in Deed and Truth … 3:13–24

D. Testing the Spirits … 4:1–6

E. Love as Christ Loved … 4:7–5:3

II. Consequences of Fellowship … 5:4–21

A. Victory over the World … 5:4, 5

B. Assurance of Salvation … 5:6–13

C. Guidance in Prayer … 5:14–17

D. Freedom from Habitual Sin … 5:18–21




CHAPTER 1

Introduction

1That Rwhich was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life—

2Rthe life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us—

3that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is Rwith the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

4And these things we write to you Rthat your* joy may be full.

Walk in the Light

5RThis is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that RGod is light and in Him is no darkness at all.

6RIf we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.

7But if we Rwalk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.

Confession of Sin

8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

9If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

10If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.




CHAPTER 2

1My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.

2And RHe Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but Ralso for the whole world.

Obedience to His Commandments

3Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.

4He who says, “I know Him, ” and does not keep His commandments, is a Rliar, and the truth is not in him.

5But Rwhoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him.

6He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.

Love for One Another

7Brethren, * I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had Rfrom the beginning. The old commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning.*

8Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining.

9He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now.

10RHe who loves his brother abides in the light, and Rthere is no cause for stumbling in him.

11But he who hates his brother is in darkness and Rwalks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

12I write to you, little children, 

Because Ryour sins are forgiven you for His name’s sake.

13I write to you, fathers, 

Because you have known Him who is Rfrom the beginning.

I write to you, young men, 

Because you have overcome the wicked one.

I write to you, little children, 

Because you have known the Father.

14I have written to you, fathers, 

Because you have known Him who is from the beginning.

I have written to you, young men, 

Because Ryou are strong, and the word of God abides in you, 

And you have overcome the wicked one.

Love of the World

15RDo not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

16For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, Rthe lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world.

17And Rthe world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

Spirit of the Antichrist

18RLittle children, Rit is the last hour; and as you have heard that Rthe* Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour.

19RThey went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us.

20But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things.*

21I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth.

22RWho is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son.

23RWhoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also.

24Therefore let that abide in you Rwhich you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, Ryou also will abide in the Son and in the Father.

25RAnd this is the promise that He has promised us—eternal life.

26These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you.

27But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will* abide in Him.

Purity of Life

28And now, little children, abide in Him, that when* He appears, we may have Rconfidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.

29RIf you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him.




CHAPTER 3

1Behold Rwhat manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that Rwe should be called children of God!* Therefore the world does not know us, * because it did not know Him.

2Beloved, Rnow we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for Rwe shall see Him as He is.

3And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

Practice of Righteousness

4Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and Rsin is lawlessness.

5And you know Rthat He was manifested Rto take away our sins, and Rin Him there is no sin.

6Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him.

7Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous.

8He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.

9Whoever has been Rborn of God does not sin, for RHis seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.

10In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother.

11For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, Rthat we should love one another, 

12not as RCain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil and his brother’s righteous.

Love in Deed and Truth

13Do not marvel, my brethren, if Rthe world hates you.

14We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother* abides in death.

15RWhoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

16By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.

17But Rwhoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?

18My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.

19And by this we know* Rthat we are of the truth, and shall Tassure our hearts before Him.

20RFor if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things.

21Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God.

22And Rwhatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments Rand do those things that are pleasing in His sight.

23And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ Rand love one another, as He gave us* commandment.

24Now Rhe who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.




CHAPTER 4

Testing the Spirits

1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but Rtest the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.

2By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 

3and every spirit that does not confess that* Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.

4You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.

5RThey are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and Rthe world hears them.

6We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. RBy this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

Love as Christ Loved

7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who Rloves is born of God and knows God.

8He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.

9RIn this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten RSon into the world, that we might live through Him.

10In this is love, Rnot that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

11Beloved, Rif God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

12RNo one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us.

13RBy this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.

14And Rwe have seen and testify that Rthe Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world.

15RWhoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.

16And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and Rhe who abides in love abides in God, and God Rin him.

17Love has been perfected among us in this: that Rwe may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world.

18There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love.

19We love Him* because He first loved us.

20RIf someone says, “I love God, ” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can* he love God Rwhom he has not seen?

21And Rthis commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also.




CHAPTER 5

1Whoever believes that RJesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him.

2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and Rkeep His commandments.

3RFor this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome.

Victory over the World

4For Rwhatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our* faith.

5Who is he who overcomes the world, but Rhe who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

Assurance of Salvation

6This is He who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not only by water, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is truth.

7For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; Rand these three are one.

8And there are three that bear witness on earth:* Rthe Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three agree as one.

9If we receive Rthe witness of men, the witness of God is greater; Rfor this is the witness of God which* He has testified of His Son.

10He who believes in the Son of God Rhas the witness in himself; he who does not believe God Rhas made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son.

11And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.

12RHe who has the Son has Tlife; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.

13These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, * and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.

Guidance in Prayer

14Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that Rif we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.

15And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.

16If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he will ask, and RHe will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death. There is sin leading to death. I do not say that he should pray about that.

17RAll unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin not leading to death.

Freedom from Habitual Sin

18We know that Rwhoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of God Rkeeps himself, * and the wicked one does not touch him.

19We know that we are of God, and Rthe whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one.

20And we know that the RSon of God has come and Rhas given us an understanding, Rthat we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. RThis is the true God and eternal life.

21Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.




The Second Epistle of John
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THE BOOK OF 2 JOHN

“Let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). These words of the apostle Paul could well stand as a subtitle for John’s little epistle. The recipients, a chosen lady and her children, were obviously standing. They were walking in truth, remaining faithful to the commandments they had received from the Father. John is deeply pleased to be able to commend them. But he takes nothing for granted. Realizing that standing is just one step removed from falling, he hesitates not at all to issue a reminder: love one another. The apostle admits that this is not new revelation, but he views it sufficiently important to repeat. Loving one another, he stresses, is equivalent to walking according to God’s commandments.

John indicates, however, that this love must be discerning. It is not a naive, unthinking, open to anything and anyone kind of love. Biblical love is a matter of choice; it is dangerous and foolish to float through life with undiscerning love. False teachers abound who do not acknowledge Christ as having come in the flesh. It is false charity to open the door to false teaching. We must have fellowship with God. We must have fellowship with Christians. But we must not have fellowship with false teachers.

The “Elder” of verse 1 has been traditionally identified with the apostle John, resulting in the Greek title Ioannou B, “Second of John.”
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THE AUTHOR OF 2 JOHN

Because of the similarity of the contents and circumstances of 2 and 3 John, the authorship of both will be considered here. These letters were not widely circulated at the beginning because of their brevity and their specific address to a small number of people. This limited circulation, combined with the fact that they have few distinctive ideas to add that are not found in 1 John, meant that they were seldom quoted in the patristic writings of the early church. Their place in the canon of New Testament books was disputed for a time, but it is significant that there was no question in the minds of those church fathers who lived closest to the time of John that these two epistles were written by the apostle. The second-century writers Irenaeus and Clement of Alexandria entertained no other view. Only as the details of their origin were forgotten did doubts arise, but the positive evidence in their favor eventually won for them the official recognition of the whole church.

It is obvious that the recipients of 2 and 3 John well knew the author’s identity, although he did not use his name. Instead, he designated himself in the first verse of both letters as “the Elder.” This is not an argument against the Johannine authorship of 2 and 3 John, since the context of these epistles reveals that his authority was far greater than that of an elder in a local church. The apostle Peter also referred to himself as an elder (1 Pet. 5:1), and John uses the distinguishing term “the elder.”

The similarity of style, vocabulary, structure, and mood between 2 and 3 John makes it clear that these letters were written by the same author. In addition, both (especially 2 John) bear strong resemblances to 1 John and to the fourth Gospel. Thus, the external and internal evidence lends clear support to the traditional view that these epistles were written by the apostle John.
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THE TIME OF 2 JOHN

The identification of the original readers of this epistle is difficult because of disagreement regarding the interpretation of “the elect lady and her children” (v. 1). Some scholars believe the address should be taken literally to refer to a specific woman and her children, while others prefer to take it as a figurative description of a local church.

The evidence is insufficient for a decisive conclusion, but in either case, the readers were well known to John and probably lived in the province of Asia, not far from Ephesus. If the figurative view is taken, “the children of your elect sister” (v. 13) refers to the members of a sister church.

In his first epistle, John wrote that a number of false teachers had split away from the church (“they went out from us, but they were not of us, ” 1 John 2:19). Some of these became traveling teachers who depended on the hospitality of individuals while they sought to infiltrate churches with their teachings.

Judging by the content and circumstances of 2 John, it was evidently contemporaneous with 1 John or was written slightly later. It was probably written about A.D. 90. All three of John’s epistles may have been written in Ephesus (see “The Time of 1 John”).
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THE CHRIST OF 2 JOHN

John refutes the same error regarding the Person of Christ in this epistle as he did in his first epistle. Again he stresses that those “who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh” (v. 7) are deceivers who must be avoided. One must abide “in the doctrine of Christ” (v. 9) to have a relationship with God. The doctrine of the Person and work of Jesus Christ affects every other area of theology.

[image: ]

KEYS TO 2 JOHN

Key Word: Avoid Fellowship with False Teachers—The basic theme of this brief letter is steadfastness in the practice and purity of the apostolic doctrine that the readers “have heard from the beginning” (v. 6). John writes it as a reminder to continue walking in obedience to God’s commandment to love one another (practical exhortation, vv. 4–6). His primary purpose is to deliver a warning not to associate with or assist teachers who do not acknowledge the truth about Jesus Christ (doctrinal exhortation, vv. 7–11).

It has been suggested that 2 and 3 John were written as cover letters for 1 John to provide a personal word to a church (2 John) and to Gaius (3 John) that would supplement the longer epistle. However, there is no way to be sure.

Key Verses: 2 John 9, 10—“Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him” (vv. 9, 10).
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SURVEY OF 2 JOHN

This brief letter has much in common with 1 John, including a warning about the danger of false teachers who deny the incarnation of Jesus Christ. John encourages the readers to continue walking in love but exhorts them to be discerning in their expression of love. Second John breaks with two parts: abide in God’s commandments (vv. 1–6) and abide not with false teachers (vv. 7–13).

Abide in God’s Commandments (vv. 1–6): The salutation (vv. 1–3) centers on the concept of abiding in the truth (mentioned four times in these three verses). The recipients are loved for their adherence to the truth by “all those who have known the truth.” The apostle commends his readers on their walk in truth in obedience to God’s commandment (v. 4), and he reminds them that this commandment entails the practice of love for one another (vv. 5, 6). The divine command is given in verse 5 and the human response follows in verse 6.

Abide Not with False Teachers (vv. 7–13): Moving from the basic test of Christian behavior (love for the brethren) to the basic test of Christian belief (the Person of Christ), John admonishes the readers to beware of deceivers “who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh” (vv. 7–9). In no uncertain terms, the apostle enjoins the readers to deny even the slightest assistance or encouragement to itinerant teachers who promote an erroneous view of Christ (and hence of salvation; vv. 10, 11).

This letter closes with John’s explanation of its brevity: he anticipates a future visit during which he will be able to “speak face to face” with his readers (v. 12). The meaning of the greeting in verse 13 relates to the interpretation of verse 1.
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OUTLINE OF 2 JOHN

I. Abide in God’s Commandments … 1–6

A. Salutation … 1–3

B. Walk in Truth … 4

C. Walk in Love … 5, 6

II. Abide Not with False Teachers … 7–13

A. Doctrine of the False Teachers … 7–9

B. Avoid the False Teachers … 10, 11

C. Benediction … 12, 13




Salutation

1The Elder, 

To the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not only I, but also all those who have known the truth, 

2because of the truth which abides in us and will be with us forever:

3RGrace, mercy, and peace will be with you* from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

Walk in Truth

4I rejoiced greatly that I have found some of your children walking in truth, as we received commandment from the Father.

Walk in Love

5And now I plead with you, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment to you, but that which we have had from the beginning: that we love one another.

6This is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, that Ras you have heard from the beginning, you should walk in it.

Doctrine of the False Teachers

7For Rmany deceivers have gone out into the world Rwho do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.

8RLook to yourselves, that we* do not lose those things we worked for, but that we* may receive a full reward.

9Whoever transgresses* and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.

Avoid the False Teachers

10If anyone comes to you and Rdoes not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him;

11for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.

Benediction

12RHaving many things to write to you, I did not wish to do so with paper and ink; but I hope to come to you and speak face to face, that our joy may be full.

13RThe children of your elect sister greet you. Amen.




The Third Epistle of John
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THE BOOK OF 3 JOHN

In 1 John the apostle discusses fellowship with God; in 2 John he forbids fellowship with false teachers; and in 3 John he encourages fellowship with other Christians. Following his expression of love for Gaius, John assures him of his prayers for his health and voices his joy over Gaius’s persistent walk in truth and for the manner in which he shows hospitality and support for missionaries who have come to his church. The phrase “send them forward on their journey” means to provide help for the missionaries’ endeavors. Included in this help can be food, money, arrangements for companions, and means of travel. By supporting these men who are ministering for Christ, Gaius has become a fellow worker of the truth.

But not everyone in the church feels the same way. Diotrephes’ heart is one hundred and eighty degrees removed from Gaius’s heart. He is no longer living in love. Pride has taken precedence in his life. He has refused a letter John has written for the church, fearing that his authority might be superseded by that of the apostle. He also has accused John of evil words and refused to accept missionaries. He forbids others to do so and even expels them from the church if they disobey him. John uses this negative example as an opportunity to encourage Gaius to continue his hospitality. Demetrius has a good testimony and may even be one of those turned away by Diotrephes. He is widely known for his good character and his loyalty to the truth. Here he is well commended by John and stands as a positive example for Gaius.

The Greek titles of 1, 2, and 3 John are Ioannou A, B, and G. The G is gamma, the third letter of the Greek alphabet; Ioannou G means “Third of John.”
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THE AUTHOR OF 3 JOHN

The authorship of 2 and 3 John was considered together because the contents and circumstances of both books are similar (see “The Author of 2 John”). Although the external evidence for 2 and 3 John is limited (there is even less for 3 John than for 2 John), what little there is consistently points to the apostle John as author. The internal evidence is stronger, and it, too, supports the apostolic origin of both letters.
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THE TIME OF 3 JOHN

The parallels between 2 and 3 John suggest that these epistles were written at about the same time (A.D. 90). Early Christian writers are unified in their testimony that the headquarters of John’s later ministry was in Ephesus, the principal city of the Roman province of Asia (see “The Time of 1 John”). John evidently commissioned a number of traveling teachers to spread the gospel and to solidify the Asian churches, and these teachers were supported by believers who received them into their homes.

Third John, probably delivered by Demetrius, was occasioned by the report of some of these emissaries (called “brethren” in this letter), who returned to the apostle and informed him of the hospitality of Gaius and the hostility of Diotrephes. The arrogant Diotrephes seized the reins of an Asian church and vaunted himself as its preeminent authority. He maligned John’s authority and rejected the teachers sent out by John, expelling those in his church who wanted to receive them.

“Gaius” was a common name in the Roman Empire, and three other men by that name are mentioned in the New Testament: (1) Gaius, one of Paul’s traveling companions from Macedonia (Acts 19:29); (2) Gaius of Derbe (Acts 20:4); and (3) Gaius, Paul’s host in Corinth, one of the few Corinthians Paul baptized (Rom. 16:23; 1 Cor. 1:14). The Gaius of 3 John evidently lived in Asia, and it is best to distinguish him from these other men.

In verse 9 John alludes to a previous letter that Diotrephes had spurned. This may have been 1 or 2 John, but it is more likely a letter that has been lost or perhaps was destroyed by Diotrephes.
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THE CHRIST OF 3 JOHN

Unlike 1 and 2 John, 3 John makes no mention of the name of Jesus Christ. But verse 7 says “they went forth for His name’s sake, ” an indirect reference to our Lord (cf. Acts 5:41, where the identical Greek construction is used to refer back to “the name of Jesus” in Acts 5:40). The concept of truth runs throughout this letter, and Christ is the source and incarnation of truth, as is obvious from John’s other writings.
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KEYS TO 3 JOHN

Key Word: Enjoy Fellowship with the Brethren—The basic theme of this letter is to enjoy and continue to have fellowship (hospitality) with fellow believers, especially full-time Christian workers. This is contrasted between the truth and servanthood of Gaius and the error and selfishness of Diotrephes. Moving through 3 John, five specific purposes can be discerned from its contents: (1) to commend Gaius for his adherence to the truth and his hospitality to the emissaries sent out by John (vv. 1–6); (2) to encourage Gaius to continue his support of these brethren (vv. 6–8); (3) to rebuke Diotrephes for his pride and misconduct (vv. 9–11); (4) to provide a recommendation for Demetrius (v. 12); and (5) to inform Gaius of John’s intention to visit and straighten out the difficulties (vv. 10, 13, 14).

Key Verse: 3 John 11—“Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. He who does good is of God, but he who does evil has not seen God” (v. 11).
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SURVEY OF 3 JOHN

Third John is the shortest book in the Bible, but it is very personal and vivid. It offers a stark contrast between two men who respond in opposite ways to the itinerant teachers who have been sent out by the apostle. The faithful Gaius responds with generosity and hospitality, but the faithless Diotrephes responds with arrogance and opposition. Thus, John writes this letter to commend Gaius for walking in the truth (vv. 1–8) and to condemn Diotrephes for walking in error (vv. 9–14).

Commendation of Gaius (vv. 1–8): The “Elder” writes to one of his beloved “children” whose godly behavior has given the apostles great joy (vv. 1–4). The “brethren, ” upon returning to John, have informed him of Gaius’s faithfulness, love, and generosity in their behalf. The apostle acknowledges these actions and urges Gaius to continue supporting traveling teachers and missionaries who go out “for His [Jesus’] name’s sake” (vv. 5–8).

Condemnation of Diotrephes (vv. 9–14): The epistle suddenly shifts to a negative note as John describes a man whose actions are diametrically opposed to those of Gaius (vv. 9–11). Diotrephes boldly rejects John’s apostolic authority and refuses to receive the itinerant teachers sent out by the apostle. Diotrephes evidently has been orthodox in his doctrine, but his evil actions indicate a blindness to God in his practice.

By contrast, John gives his full recommendation to Demetrius, another emissary and probably the bearer of this letter to Gaius (v. 12). John expresses his hope of a personal visit in the closing remarks (vv. 13, 14), as he does in 2 John.
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OUTLINE OF 3 JOHN

I. The Commendation of Gaius … 1–8

A. Salutation … 1

B. Godliness of Gaius … 2–4

C. Generosity of Gaius … 5–8

II. The Condemnation of Diotrephes … 9–14

A. Pride of Diotrephes … 9–11

B. Praise for Demetrius … 12

C. Benediction … 13, 14




Salutation

1The Elder, 

To the beloved Gaius, Rwhom I love in truth:

Godliness of Gaius

2Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers.

3For I Rrejoiced greatly when brethren came and testified of the truth that is in you, just as you walk in the truth.

4I have no greater joy than to hear that Rmy children walk in truth.*

Generosity of Gaius

5Beloved, you do faithfully whatever you do for the brethren and* for strangers, 

6who have borne witness of your love before the church. If you send them forward on their journey in a manner worthy of God, you will do well, 

7because they went forth for His name’s sake, taking nothing from the Gentiles.

8We therefore ought to Rreceive* such, that we may become fellow workers for the truth.

Pride of Diotrephes

9I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to have the preeminence among them, does not receive us.

10Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind his deeds which he does, prating against us with malicious words. And not content with that, he himself does not receive the brethren, and forbids those who wish to, putting them out of the church.

11Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. He who does good is of God, but* he who does evil has not seen God.

Praise for Demetrius

12Demetrius Rhas a good testimony from all, and from the truth itself. And we also Tbear witness, Rand you know that our testimony is true.

Benediction

13I had many things to write, but I do not wish to write to you with pen and ink;

14but I hope to see you shortly, and we shall speak face to face. Peace to you. Our friends greet you. Greet the friends by name.




The Epistle of Jude

[image: ]

THE BOOK OF JUDE

Fight! Contend! Do battle! When apostasy arises, when false teachers emerge, when the truth of God is attacked, it is time to fight for the faith. Only believers who are spiritually “in shape” can answer the summons. At the beginning of his letter, Jude focuses on the believers’ common salvation, but then feels compelled to challenge them to contend for the faith. The danger is real. False teachers have crept into the church, turning God’s grace into unbounded license to do as they please. Jude reminds such men of God’s past dealings with unbelieving Israel, disobedient angels, and wicked Sodom and Gomorrah. In the face of such danger, Christians should not be caught off guard. The challenge is great, but so is the God who is able to keep them from stumbling.

The Greek title Iouda, “Of Jude, ” comes from the name Ioudas which appears in verse 1. This name, which can be translated “Jude” or “Judas, ” was popular in the first century because of Judas Maccabaeus (died 160 B.C.), a leader of the Jewish resistance against Syria during the Maccabean revolt.
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THE AUTHOR OF JUDE

In spite of its limited subject matter and size, Jude was accepted as authentic and quoted by early church fathers. There may be some older allusions, but undisputed references to this epistle appear in the last quarter of the second century. It was included in the Muratorian Canon (c. A.D. 170) and accepted as part of Scripture by early leaders, such as Tertullian and Origen. Nevertheless, doubts arose concerning the place of Jude in the canon because of its use of the Apocrypha. It was a disputed book in some parts of the church, but it eventually won universal recognition.

The author identifies himself as “a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James” (v. 1). This designation, combined with the reference in verse 17 to the apostles, makes it unlikely that this is the apostle Jude, called “Judas the son of James” in Luke 6:16 and in Acts 1:13. This leaves the traditional view that Jude was one of the Lord’s brothers, called Judas in Matthew 13:55 and Mark 6:3 (see “The Author of James”). His older brother James (note his position on the two lists) was the famous leader of the Jerusalem church (Acts 15:13–21) and author of the epistle that bears his name. Like his brothers, Jude did not believe in Jesus before the Resurrection (John 7:1–9; Acts 1:14). The only other biblical allusion to him is in 1 Corinthians 9:5 where it is recorded that “the brothers of the Lord” took their wives along on their missionary journeys (the Judas of Acts 15:22, 32 may be another reference to him). Extrabiblical tradition adds nothing to our limited knowledge of Jude.
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THE TIME OF JUDE

Jude’s general address does not mark out any particular circle of readers, and there are no geographical restrictions. Nevertheless, he probably had in mind a specific region that was being troubled by false teachers. There is not enough information in the epistle to settle the question of whether his readers were predominately Jewish or Gentile Christians (there is probably a mixture of both). In any case, the progress of the faith in their region was threatened by a number of apostates who rejected Christ in practice and principle. These proud libertines were especially dangerous because of their deceptive flattery (v. 16) and infiltration of Christian meetings (v. 12). They perverted the grace of God (v. 4) and caused divisions in the church (v. 19).

Jude’s description of these heretics is reminiscent of that found in 2 Peter and leads to the issue of the relationship between the two epistles (see “The Author of 2 Peter”). The strong similarity between 2 Peter 2:1–3:4 and Jude 4–18 can hardly be coincidental, but the equally obvious differences rule out the possibility that one is a mere copy of the other. It is also doubtful that both authors independently drew from an unknown third source, so the two remaining options are that Peter used Jude or Jude used Peter. Both views have their advocates, and a number of arguments have been raised in support of either side. But two arguments for the priority of 2 Peter are so strong that they tip the scales in favor of this position: (1) A comparison of the two books shows that 2 Peter anticipates the future rise of apostate teachers (2 Pet. 2:1, 2; 3:3) while Jude records the historical fulfillment of Peter’s words (Jude 4, 11, 12, 17, 18); (2) Jude directly quotes 2 Peter 3:3 and acknowledges it as a quotation from the apostles (cf. 1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Tim. 3:1).

Because of the silence of the New Testament and tradition concerning Jude’s later years, we cannot know where this epistle was written. Nor is there any way to be certain of its date. Assuming the priority of 2 Peter (A.D. 64–66), the probable range is A.D. 66–80. (Jude’s silence concerning the destruction of Jerusalem does not prove that he wrote this letter before A.D. 70.)
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THE CHRIST OF JUDE

In contrast to those who stand condemned by their licentiousness and denial of Christ (v. 4), the believer is “preserved in Jesus Christ” (v. 1). Jude tells his readers to “keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life” (v. 21). But at the same time, the Lord “is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy” (v. 24).
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KEYS TO JUDE

Key Word: Contend for the Faith—This epistle is intensely concerned with the threat of heretical teachers in the church and the believer’s proper response to that threat. The contents reveal two major purposes: first, to condemn the practices of the ungodly libertines who were infesting the churches and corrupting believers; and second, to counsel the readers to stand firm, grow in their faith, and contend for the truth. Jude says little about the actual doctrines of these “raging waves of the sea, ” but they may have held to an antinomian version of Gnosticism (see “The Time of 1 John”). The readers are encouraged to reach out to those who have been misled by these men.

Key Verse: Jude 3—“Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” (v. 3).
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SURVEY OF JUDE

A surprisingly large number of the Pauline and non-Pauline epistles confront the problem of false teachers, and almost all of them allude to it. But Jude goes beyond all other New Testament epistles in its relentless and passionate denunciation of the apostate teachers who have “crept in unnoticed.” With the exception of its salutation (vv. 1, 2) and doxology (vv. 24, 25), the entire epistle revolves around this alarming problem. Combining the theme of 2 Peter with the style of James, Jude is potent in spite of its brevity. This urgent letter has four major sections: purpose of Jude (vv. 1–4); description of false teachers (vv. 5–16); defense against false teachers (vv. 17–23); and doxology of Jude (vv. 24, 25).

Purpose of Jude (vv. 1–4): Jude addresses his letter to believers who are “called, ” “sanctified, ” and “preserved, ” and wishes for them the threefold blessing of mercy, peace, and love (vv. 1, 2). Grim news about the encroachment of false teachers in the churches has impelled Jude to put aside his commentary on salvation to write this timely word of rebuke and warning (vv. 3, 4). In view of apostates who turn “the grace of our God into lewdness” and deny Christ, it is crucial that believers “contend earnestly for the faith.”

Description of False Teachers (vv. 5–16): Jude begins his extended exposæa of the apostate teachers by illustrating their ultimate doom with three examples of divine judgment from the Pentateuch (vv. 5–7).

Like unreasoning animals, these apostates are ruled by the things they revile, and they are destroyed by the things they practice (vv. 8–10). Even the archangel Michael is more careful in his dealings with superhuman powers than are these arrogant men. He compares these men to three spiritually rebellious men from Genesis (Cain) and Numbers (Balaam and Korah) who incurred the condemnation of God (v. 11). Verses 12 and 13 succinctly summarize their character with five highly descriptive metaphors taken from nature. After affirming the judgment of God upon such ungodly men with a quote from the noncanonical Book of Enoch (vv. 14, 15), Jude catalogs some of their practices (v. 16).

Defense Against False Teachers (vv. 17–23): This letter has been exposing apostate teachers (vv. 8, 10, 12, 14, 16), but now Jude directly addresses his readers (“But you, beloved, remember” v. 17). He reminds them of the apostolic warning that such men would come (vv. 17–19) and encourages them to protect themselves against the onslaught of apostasy (vv. 20, 21). The readers must become mature in their own faith so that they will be able to rescue those who are enticed or already ensnared by error (vv. 22, 23).

Doxology of Jude (vv. 24, 25): Jude closes with one of the greatest doxologies in the Bible. It emphasizes the power of Christ to keep those who trust in Him from being overthrown by error.
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OUTLINE OF JUDE

I. Purpose of Jude … 1–4

II. Description of False Teachers … 5–16

A. Past Judgment of False Teachers … 5–7

B. Present Characteristics of False Teachers … 8–13

C. Future Judgment of False Teachers … 14–16

III. Defense Against False Teachers … 17–23

IV. Doxology of Jude … 24, 25




Purpose of Jude

1Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, and Rbrother of James, 

To those who are Rcalled, sanctified* by God the Father, and Rpreserved in Jesus Christ:

2Mercy, Rpeace, and love be multiplied to you.

3Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you Rconcerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting Ryou to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.

4For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God* and our Lord Jesus Christ.

Past Judgment of False Teachers

5But I want to remind you, though you once knew this, that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe.

6And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day;

7as RSodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the Tvengeance of eternal fire.

Present Characteristics of False Teachers

8RLikewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and Rspeak evil of dignitaries.

9Yet Michael the archangel, in Tcontending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said, R“The Lord rebuke you!”

10RBut these speak evil of whatever they do not know; and whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts, in these things they corrupt themselves.

11Woe to them! For they have gone in the way Rof Cain, Rhave run greedily in the error of Balaam for profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah.

12These are Tspots in your love feasts, while they feast with you without fear, serving only themselves. They are clouds without water, carried about* by the winds; late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the roots;

13Rraging waves of the sea, Rfoaming up their own shame; wandering stars Rfor whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever.

Future Judgment of False Teachers

14RNow Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, 

15R“to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the Rharsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.”

16These are grumblers, complainers, walking according to their own lusts; and they mouth great swelling words, Rflattering people to gain advantage.

Defense Against False Teachers

17RBut you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ:

18how they told you that there would be mockers in the last time who would walk according to their own ungodly lusts.

19These are sensual persons, who cause divisions, not having the Spirit.

20But you, beloved, Rbuilding yourselves up on your most holy faith, Rpraying in the Holy Spirit, 

21keep yourselves in the love of God, Rlooking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

22And on some have compassion, making a distinction;*

23but others save with fear, Rpulling them out of the fire, * hating even the garment defiled by the flesh.

Doxology of Jude

24RNow to Him who is able to keep you* from stumbling, 

And Rto present you faultless

Before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, 

25To God our Savior, *

Who alone is wise, *

Be glory and majesty, 

Dominion and power, *

Both now and forever.

Amen.

Measures of Length


Unit • Length • Equivalents • Translations

Day’s journey • c. 20 miles •____• day’s journey

Roman mile • 4,854 feet • 8 stadia • mile

Sabbath day’s journey • 3,637 feet • 6 stadia • Sabbath day’s journey

Stadion • 606 feet • 1¼8 Roman mile • furlong

Rod • 9 feet • 3 paces; 6 cubits • measuring reed, reed

 (10.5 feet in Ezekiel) •____• _____

Fathom • 6 feet • 4 cubits • fathom

Pace • 3 feet • 1¼3 rod; 2 cubits • pace

Cubit • 18 inches • 1¼2 pace; 2 spans • cubit

Span • 9 inches • 1¼2 cubit; 3 hand-breadths • span

Handbreadth • 3 inches • 1¼3 span; 4 fingers • handbreadth

Finger • .75 inches • 1¼4 handbreadth • finger





The Revelation of Jesus Christ
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THE BOOK OF REVELATION

Just as Genesis is the book of beginnings, Revelation is the book of consummation. In it, the divine program of redemption is brought to fruition, and the holy name of God is vindicated before all creation. Although there are numerous prophecies in the Gospels and Epistles, Revelation is the only New Testament book that focuses primarily on prophetic events. Its title means “unveiling” or “disclosure.” Thus, the book is an unveiling of the character and program of God. Penned by John during his exile on the island of Patmos, Revelation centers on visions and symbols of the resurrected Christ, who alone has authority to judge the earth, to remake it, and to rule it in righteousness.

The title of this book in the Greek text is Apokalypsis Ioannou, “Revelation of John.” It is also known as the Apocalypse, a transliteration of the word apokalypsis, meaning “unveiling, ” “disclosure, ” or “revelation.” Thus, the book is an unveiling of that which otherwise could not be known. A better title comes from the first verse: Apokalypsis Iesou Christou, “Revelation of Jesus Christ.” This could be taken as a revelation that came from Christ or as a revelation that is about Christ—both are appropriate. Because of the unified contents of this book, it should not be called Revelations.
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THE AUTHOR OF REVELATION

The style, symmetry, and plan of Revelation show that it was written by one author, four times named “John” (1:1, 4, 9; 22:8; see “The Author of John”). Because of its contents and its address to seven churches, Revelation quickly circulated and became widely known and accepted in the early church. It was frequently mentioned and quoted by second- and third-century Christian writers and was received as part of the canon of New Testament books. From the beginning, Revelation was considered an authentic work of the apostle John, the same John who wrote the gospel and three epistles. This was held to be true by Justin Martyr, the Shepherd of Hermas, Melito, Irenaeus, the Muratorian Canon, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, and others.

This view was seldom questioned until the middle of the third century when Dionysius presented several arguments against the apostolic authorship of Revelation. He observed a clear difference in style and thought between Revelation and the books that he accepted as Johannine, and he concluded that the Apocalypse must have been penned by a different John. Indeed, the internal evidence does pose some problems for the traditional view: (1) The Greek grammar of Revelation is not on par with the fourth Gospel or the Johannine Epistles. (2) There are also differences in vocabulary and expressions used. (3) The theological content of this book differs from John’s other writings in emphasis and presentation. (4) John’s other writings avoid the use of his name, but it is found four times in this book. While these difficulties exist, two things should be kept in mind: (1) There are a number of remarkable similarities between the Apocalypse and the other books traditionally associated with the apostle John (e.g., the distinctive use of terms, such as “word, ” “lamb, ” and “true, ” and the careful development of conflicting themes, such as light and darkness, love and hatred, good and evil). (2) Many of the differences can be explained by the unusual circumstances surrounding this book. The apocalyptic subject matter demands a different treatment, and John received the contents not by reflection but by a series of startling and ecstatic visions. It is also possible that John used a secretary who smoothed out the Greek style of his other writings, and that his exile on Patmos prevented the use of such a scribe when he wrote Revelation.

Thus, the internal evidence, while problematic, need not overrule the early and strong external testimony to the apostolic origin of this important book. The author was obviously well known to the recipients in the seven Asian churches, and this fits the unqualified use of the name “John” and the uniform tradition about his ministry in Asia. Alternate suggestions, such as John the Elder or a prophet named John, create more problems than they solve.
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THE TIME OF REVELATION

John directed this prophetic word to seven selected churches in the Roman province of Asia (1:3, 4). The messages to these churches in chapters 2 and 3 begin with Ephesus, the most prominent, and continue in a clockwise direction until Laodicea is reached. It is likely that this book was initially carried along this circular route. While each of these messages had particular significance for these churches, they were also relevant for the church as a whole (“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches”).

John’s effective testimony for Christ led the Roman authorities to exile him to the small, desolate island of Patmos in the Aegean Sea (1:9). This island of volcanic rock was one of several places to which the Romans banished criminals and political offenders.

Revelation was written at a time when Roman hostility to Christianity was erupting into overt persecution (1:9; 2:10, 13). Some scholars believe that it should be given an early date during the persecution of Christians under Nero after the A.D. 64 burning of Rome. The Hebrew letters for Nero Caesar (Neron Kesar) add up to 666, the number of the Beast (13:18), and there was a legend that Nero would reappear in the East after his apparent death (cf. Rev. 13:3, 12, 14). This kind of evidence is weak, and a later date near the end of the reign of the emperor Domitian (A.D. 81–96) is preferable for several reasons: (1) This was the testimony of Irenaeus (disciple of Polycarp who was a disciple of John) and other early Christian writers. (2) John probably did not move from Jerusalem to Ephesus until about A.D. 67, shortly before the Roman destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. The early dating would not give him enough time to have established an ongoing ministry in Asia by the time he wrote this book. (3) The churches of Asia appear to have been in existence for a number of years, long enough for some to reach a point of complacency and decline (cf. 2:4; 3:1, 15–18). (4) The deeds of Domitian are more relevant than those of Nero to the themes of the Apocalypse. Worship of deceased emperors had been practiced for years, but Domitian was the first emperor to demand worship while he was alive. This led to a greater clash between the state and the church, especially in Asia, where the worship of Caesar was widely practiced. The persecution under Domitian presaged the more severe persecutions to follow.

Thus, it is likely that John wrote this book in A.D. 95 or 96. The date of his release from Patmos is unknown, but he was probably allowed to return to Ephesus after the reign of Domitian. Passages such as 1:11; 22:7, 9, 10, 18, 19 suggest that the book was completed before John’s release.
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THE CHRIST OF REVELATION

Revelation has much to say about all three Persons of the Godhead, but it is especially clear in its presentation of the awesome resurrected Christ who has received all authority to judge the earth. He is called Jesus Christ (1:1), the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, the ruler over the kings of the earth (1:5), the First and the Last (1:17), He who lives (1:18), the Son of God (2:18), holy and true (3:7), the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God (3:14), the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David (5:5), a Lamb (5:6), Faithful and True (19:11), The Word of God (19:13), KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS (19:16), Alpha and Omega (22:13), the Bright and Morning Star (22:16), and the Lord Jesus Christ (22:21).

This book is indeed “The Revelation of Jesus Christ” (1:1) since it comes from Him and centers on Him. It begins with a vision of His glory, wisdom, and power (1) and portrays His authority over the entire church (2; 3). He is the Lamb who was slain and declared worthy to open the book of judgment (5). His righteous wrath is poured out upon the whole earth (6–18), and He returns in power to judge His enemies and to reign as the Lord over all (19; 20). He will rule forever over the heavenly city in the presence of all who know Him (21; 22).

The Scriptures close with His great promise: “ ‘Behold, I am coming quickly!’ ” (22:7, 12). “ ‘Surely I am coming quickly.’ Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” (22:20).
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KEYS TO REVELATION

Key Word: The Revelation of the Coming of Christ—The purposes for which Revelation was written depend to some extent on how the book as a whole is interpreted. Because of its complex imagery and symbolism, Revelation is the most difficult biblical book to interpret, and there are four major alternatives: (1) The symbolic or idealist view maintains that Revelation is not a predictive prophecy, but a symbolic portrait of the cosmic conflict of spiritual principles. (2) The preterist view (the Latin word praeter means “past”) maintains that it is a symbolic description of the Roman persecution of the church, emperor worship, and the divine judgment of Rome. (3) The historicist view approaches Revelation as an allegorical panorama of the history of the (Western) church from the first century to the Second Advent. (4) The futurist view acknowledges the obvious influence that the first-century conflict between Roman power and the church had upon the themes of this book. It also accepts the bulk of Revelation (4–22) as an inspired look into the time immediately preceding the Second Advent (the “Tribulation, ” usually seen as seven years; 6–18), and extending from the return of Christ to the creation of the new cosmos (19–22).

Advocates of all four interpretive approaches to Revelation agree that it was written to assure the recipients of the ultimate triumph of Christ over all who rise up against Him and His saints. The readers were facing dark times of persecution, and even worse times would follow. Therefore, they needed to be encouraged to persevere by standing firm in Christ in view of God’s plan for the righteous and the wicked. This plan is especially clear in the stirring words of the epilogue (22:6–21). The book was also written to challenge complacent Christians to stop compromising with the world. According to futurists, Revelation serves the additional purpose of providing a perspective on end-time events that would have meaning and relevance to the spiritual lives of all succeeding generations of Christians.

Key Verses: Revelation 1:19 and 19:11–15—“ ‘Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after this’ ” (1:19).

“Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God” (19:11–15).

Key Chapters: Revelation 19–22—When the end of history is fully understood, its impact radically affects the present. In Revelation 19–22 the plans of God for the last days and for all of eternity are recorded in explicit terms. Careful study of and obedience to them will bring the blessings that are promised (1:3). Uppermost in the mind and deep in the heart should be guarded the words of Jesus, “Behold, I am coming quickly.”
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SURVEY OF REVELATION

Revelation is written in the form of apocalyptic literature (cf. Daniel and Zechariah) by a prophet (10:11; 22:9) and refers to itself as a prophetic book (1:3; 22:7, 10, 18, 19). The three major movements in this profound unveiling are captured in 1:19: “the things which you have seen” (1); “the things which are” (2 and 3); and “the things which must take place after this” (4–22).

“The Things Which You Have Seen” (1): Revelation contains a prologue (1:1–3) before the usual salutation (1:4–8). The Revelation was received by Christ from the Father and communicated by an angel to John. This is the only biblical book that specifically promises a blessing to those who read it (1:3), but it also promises a curse to those who add to or detract from it (22:18, 19). The salutation and closing benediction show that it was originally written as an epistle to seven Asian churches.

A rich theological portrait of the triune God (1:4–8) is followed by an overwhelming theophany (visible manifestation of God) in 1:9–20. The omnipotent and omniscient Christ who will subjugate all things under His authority is the central figure in this book.

“The Things Which Are” (2 and 3): The messages to the seven churches (2; 3) refer back to an aspect of John’s vision of Christ and contain a command, a commendation and/or condemnation, a correction, and a challenge.

“The Things Which Must Take Place After This” (4–22): John is translated into heaven where he is given a vision of the divine majesty. In it, the Father (“One sat on the throne”) and the Son (The Lion/Lamb) are worshiped by the twenty-four elders, the four living creatures, and the angelic host because of who they are and what they have done (creation and redemption; 4 and 5).

Three cycles of seven judgments in chapters 6–16 consist of seven seals, seven trumpets, and seven bowls. There is a prophetic insert between the sixth and seventh seal and trumpet judgments and an extended insert between the trumpet and bowl judgments. Because of the similarity of the seventh judgment in each series, it is possible that the three sets of judgments take place concurrently or with some overlap so that they all terminate with the return of Christ. An alternate approach views them as three consecutive series of judgments, so that the seventh seal is the seven trumpets and the seventh trumpet is the seven bowls.

The seven seals (6:1–8:5) include war, the famine and death that are associated with war, and persecution. The prophetic insert between the sixth and seventh seals (7) describes the protective sealing of 144,000 “children of Israel, ” 12,000 from every tribe. It also looks ahead to the multitudes from every part of the earth who come “out of the great tribulation.” The catastrophic events in most of the trumpet judgments are called “woes” (8:2–11:19). The prophetic interlude between the sixth and seventh trumpets (10:1–11:14) adds more details about the nature of the tribulation period and mentions a fourth set of seven judgments (the “seven thunders”), which would have extended it if they had not been withdrawn. Two unnamed witnesses minister during three and one-half years of the Tribulation (forty-two months or 1,260 days). At the end of their ministry they are overcome by the Beast, but their resurrection and ascension confound their enemies.

Chapters 12–14 contain a number of miscellaneous prophecies that are inserted between the trumpet and bowl judgments to give further background on the time of tribulation. In chapter 12 a woman gives birth to a male child, who is caught up to God. The woman flees into the wilderness and is pursued by the Dragon, who is cast down to earth. Chapter 13 gives a graphic description of the beast and his False Prophet, both empowered by the Dragon. The first beast is given political, economic, and religious authority; and because of his power and the lying miracles performed by the second beast, he is worshiped as the ruler of the earth. Chapter 14 contains a series of visions including the 144,000 at the end of the Tribulation, the fate of those who follow the beast, and the outpouring of the wrath of God.

The seven bowl judgments of chapter 16 are prefaced by a heavenly vision of the power, holiness, and glory of God in chapter 15.

Chapters 17 and 18 anticipate the final downfall of Babylon, the great harlot sitting upon a scarlet-colored beast.

The marriage banquet of the Lamb is ready and the King of Kings, Lord of Lords leads the armies of heaven into battle against the beast and his False Prophet. They are cast into a lake of fire (19).

In chapter 20 the Dragon—Satan—is bound for a thousand years. He is cast into a bottomless pit. During this one thousand-year period Christ reigns over the earth with His resurrected saints, but by the end of this millennium, many have been born who refuse to submit their hearts to Christ. At the end of the thousand years, Satan is released and a final battle ensues. This is followed by the judgment at the Great White Throne.

A new universe is created, this time unspoiled by sin, death, pain, or sorrow. The New Jerusalem, described in 21:9–22:5, is shaped like a gigantic cube, 1,500 miles in length, width, and height (the Most Holy Place in the Old Testament tabernacle and the temple was also a perfect cube). Its multicolored stones will reflect the glory of God, and it will continually be filled with light. But the greatest thing of all is that believers will be in the presence of God and “they shall see His face.”

Revelation concludes with an epilogue (22:6–21), which reassures the readers that Christ is coming quickly (22:7, 12, 20) and invites all who wish to “take the water of life freely” (22:17) to come to the Alpha and Omega, the Bright and Morning Star.
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction

1The Revelation of Jesus Christ, Rwhich God gave Him to show His servants—things which must shortly take place. And RHe sent and signified it by His angel to His servant John, 

2Rwho bore witness to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things Rthat he saw.

3RBlessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for Rthe time is near.

4John, to the seven churches which are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from Him Rwho is and Rwho was and who is to come, Rand from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 

5and from Jesus Christ, Rthe faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and Rthe ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed* us from our sins in His own blood, 

6and has made us kings* and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

7Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.

8R“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, ”* says the Lord, * R“who is and who was and who is to come, the RAlmighty.”

Revelation of Christ

9I, John, both* your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.

10RI was in the Spirit on Rthe Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me Ra loud voice, as of a trumpet, 

11saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, ” and, * “What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia:* to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.”

12Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned RI saw seven golden lampstands, 

13and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band.

14His head and Rhair were white like wool, as white as snow, and RHis eyes like a flame of fire;

15RHis feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and RHis voice as the sound of many waters;

16He had in His right hand seven stars, Rout of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, Rand His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength.

17And Rwhen I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But RHe laid His right hand on me, saying to me, * “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last.

18“I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.

19“Write* the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after this.

20“The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are Rthe angels of the seven churches, and Rthe seven lampstands which you saw* are the seven churches.




CHAPTER 2

Message to Ephesus

1“TO the Tangel of the church of Ephesus write, 

‘These things says He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands:

2R“I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And Ryou have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars;

3“and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have Rnot become weary.

4“Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love.

5“Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, Ror else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent.

6“But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.

7R“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give Rto eat from Rthe tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.” ’

Message to Smyrna

8“And to the Tangel of the church in Smyrna write, 

‘These things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life:

9“I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and I know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.

10R“Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

11R“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by Rthe second death.” ’

Message to Pergamos

12“And to the Tangel of the church in Pergamos write, 

‘These things says RHe who has the sharp two-edged sword:

13“I know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.

14“But I have a few things against you, because you have there those who hold the doctrine of RBalaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality.

15“Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.*

16“Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and Rwill fight against them with the sword of My mouth.

17“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden Rmanna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone Ra new name written which no one knows except him who receives it.” ’

Message to Thyatira

18“And to the Tangel of the church in Thyatira write, 

‘These things says the Son of God, Rwho has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass:

19“I know your works, love, service, faith, * and your patience; and as for your works, the last are more than the first.

20“Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you allow* that woman* RJezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce* My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.

21“And I gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent.*

22“Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their* deeds.

23“I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who RsearchesT the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to your works.

24“Now to you I say, and* to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have this doctrine, who have not known the Rdepths of Satan, as they say, RI will* put on you no other burden.

25“But hold fast Rwhat you have till I come.

26“And he who overcomes, and keeps RMy works until the end, Rto him I will give power over the nations—

27‘He shall rule them with a rod of iron;

They shall be dashed to pieces like the potter’s vessels’*—

as I also have received from My Father;

28“and I will give him the morning star.

29“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’




CHAPTER 3

Message to Sardis

1“AND to the Tangel of the church in Sardis write, 

‘These things says He who Rhas the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: “I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.

2“Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not found your works perfect before God.*

3R“Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will come upon you.

4“You* have Ra few names even in Sardis who have not Rdefiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me Rin white, for they are worthy.

5“He who overcomes Rshall be clothed in white garments, and I will not Rblot out his name from the RBook of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.

6R“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’

Message to Philadelphia

7“And to the Tangel of the church in Philadelphia write, 

‘These things says RHe who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of David,RHe who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”:*

8R“I know your works. See, I have set before you Ran open door, and no one can shut it;* for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name.

9“Indeed I will make Rthose of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you.

10“Because you have kept My command to persevere, RI also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon Rthe whole world, to test those who dwell Ron the earth.

11“Behold, * RI am coming quickly! RHold fast what you have, that no one may take Ryour crown.

12“He who overcomes, I will make him Ra pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name.

13R“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’

Message to Laodicea

14“And to the Tangel of the church of the Laodiceans* write, 

R‘These things says the Amen, Rthe Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God:

15R“I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot.

16“So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, * I will vomit you out of My mouth.

17“Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked—

18“I counsel you Rto buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and Rwhite garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.

19“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent.

20“Behold, RI stand at the door and knock. RIf anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.

21“To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.

22R“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ ”




CHAPTER 4

The Throne of God

1After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing Ropen in heaven. And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, “Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place after this.”

2Immediately RI was in the Spirit; and behold, Ra throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne.

3And He who sat there was* like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald.

4Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had crowns* of gold on their heads.

5And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices.* Seven lamps of fire were burning before the throne, which are the* seven Spirits of God.

6Before the throne there was* Ra sea of glass, like crystal. RAnd in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back.

7RThe first living creature was like a lion, the second living creature like a calf, the third living creature had a face like a man, and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle.

8The four living creatures, each having Rsix wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not rest day or night, saying:

R“Holy, holy, holy, *

RLord God Almighty, 

Who was and is and is to come!”

9Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 

10the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying:

11“YouR are worthy, O Lord, *

To receive glory and honor and power;

RFor You created all things, 

And by RYour will they exist* and were created.”




CHAPTER 5

The Sealed Book

1And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne Ra scroll written inside and on the back, Rsealed with seven seals.

2Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, R“Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?”

3And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at it.

4So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read* the scroll, or to look at it.

5But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. Behold, Rthe Lion of the tribe of RJudah, Rthe Root of David, has Rprevailed to open the scroll and to loose* its seven seals.”

6And I looked, and behold, * in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood Ra Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and Rseven eyes, which are Rthe seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.

7Then He came and took the scroll out of the right hand Rof Him who sat on the throne.

8Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.

9And they sang a new song, saying:

R“You are worthy to take the scroll, 

And to open its seals;

For You were slain, 

And Rhave redeemed us to God Rby Your blood

Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 

10And have made us* Rkings* and Rpriests to our God;

And we* shall reign on the earth.”

11Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, 

12saying with a loud voice:

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

To receive power and riches and wisdom, 

And strength and honor and glory and blessing!”

13And Revery creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying:

“Blessing and honor and glory and power

Be to Him who sits on the throne, 

And to the Lamb, forever and ever!”*

14Then the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the twenty-four* elders fell down and worshiped Him who lives forever and ever.*




CHAPTER 6

First Seal

1Now RI saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals;* and I heard one of the four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder, “Come and see.”

2And I looked, and behold, Ra white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer.

Second Seal

3When He opened the second seal, RI heard the second living creature saying, “Come and see.”*

4RAnother horse, fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth, and that people should kill one another; and there was given to him a great sword.

Third Seal

5When He opened the third seal, RI heard the third living creature say, “Come and see.” So I looked, and behold, Ra black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of Rscales in his hand.

6And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, “A quart* of wheat for a denarius, * and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and Rdo not harm the oil and the wine.”

Fourth Seal

7When He opened the fourth seal, RI heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, “Come and see.”

8So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth.

Fifth Seal

9When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under Rthe altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held.

10And they cried with a loud voice, saying, R“How long, O Lord, Rholy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?”

11Then a Rwhite robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them Rthat they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed.

Sixth Seal

12I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, * there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon* became like blood.

13RAnd the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind.

14RThen the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved out of its place.

15And the Rkings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, * the mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, 

16Rand said to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who Rsits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!

17“For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?”




CHAPTER 7

144,000 Jews

1After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, Rholding the four winds of the earth, Rthat the wind should not blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree.

2Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 

3saying, “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.”

4RAnd I heard the number of those who were sealed. One hundred and forty-four thousand Rof all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed:

5of the tribe of Judah

twelve thousand were sealed;*

of the tribe of Reuben

twelve thousand were sealed;

of the tribe of Gad

twelve thousand were sealed;

6of the tribe of Asher

twelve thousand were sealed;

of the tribe of Naphtali

twelve thousand were sealed;

of the tribe of Manasseh

twelve thousand were sealed;

7of the tribe of Simeon

twelve thousand were sealed;

of the tribe of Levi

twelve thousand were sealed;

of the tribe of Issachar

twelve thousand were sealed;

8of the tribe of Zebulun

twelve thousand were sealed;

of the tribe of Joseph

twelve thousand were sealed;

of the tribe of Benjamin

twelve thousand were sealed.

Great Multitude of Gentiles

9After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 

10and crying out with a loud voice, saying, R“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

11RAll the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces before the throne and Rworshiped God, 

12Rsaying:

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, 

Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, 

Be to our God forever and ever.

Amen.”

13Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?”





14And I said to him, “Sir, * you know.” So he said to me, R“These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and Rwashed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

15“Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will Rdwell among them.

16R“They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; Rthe sun shall not strike them, nor any heat;

17“for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters.* And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”




CHAPTER 8

Seventh Seal

1WhenR He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.

2RAnd I saw the seven angels who stand before God, Rand to them were given seven trumpets.

3Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.

4And Rthe smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the angel’s hand.

5Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and threw it to the earth. And Rthere were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake.

First Trumpet

6So the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound.

7The first angel sounded: RAnd hail and fire followed, mingled with blood, and they were thrown Rto the earth.* And a third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned up.

Second Trumpet

8Then the second angel sounded: RAnd something like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood.

9RAnd a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.

Third Trumpet

10Then the third angel sounded: RAnd a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, Rand it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water.

11RThe name of the star is Wormwood. RA third of the waters became wormwood, and many men died from the water, because it was made bitter.

Fourth Trumpet

12Then the fourth angel sounded: And a third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them were darkened. A third of the day did not shine, and likewise the night.

13And I looked, Rand I heard an angel* flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, “Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!”




CHAPTER 9

Fifth Trumpet

1Then the fifth angel sounded: RAnd I saw a star fallen from heaven to the earth. To him was given the key to Rthe Tbottomless pit.

2And he opened the bottomless pit, and smoke arose out of the pit like the smoke of a great furnace. So the sun and the air were darkened because of the smoke of the pit.

3Then out of the smoke locusts came upon the earth. And to them was given power, Ras the scorpions of the earth have power.

4They were commanded not to harm the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only those men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads.

5And Tthey were not given authority to kill them, but to torment them for five months. Their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it strikes a man.

6In those days Rmen will seek death and will not find it; they will desire to die, and death will flee from them.

7The shape of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle. On their heads were crowns of something like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men.

8They had hair like women’s hair, and Rtheir teeth were like lions’ teeth.

9And they had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the sound of their wings was Rlike the sound of chariots with many horses running into battle.

10They had tails like scorpions, and there were stings in their tails. Their power was to hurt men five months.

11And they had as king over them Rthe angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew is TAbaddon, but in Greek he has the name Apollyon.

12One woe is past. Behold, still two more woes are coming after these things.

Sixth Trumpet

13Then the sixth angel sounded: And I heard a voice from the four horns of the Rgolden altar which is before God, 

14saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.”

15So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were released to kill a Rthird of mankind.

16Now Rthe number of the army Rof the horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the number of them.

17And thus I saw the horses in the vision: those who sat on them had breastplates of fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur yellow; Rand the heads of the horses were like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths came fire, smoke, and brimstone.

18By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed—by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which came out of their mouths.

19For their power* is in their mouth and in their tails; Rfor their tails are like serpents, having heads; and with them they do harm.

20But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, Rdid not repent of the works of their hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk.

21And they did not repent of their murders Ror their sorceries* or their sexual immorality or their thefts.




CHAPTER 10

Little Book

1I SAW still another mighty angel coming down from heaven, clothed with a cloud. RAnd a rainbow was on Rhis head, his face was like the sun, and Rhis feet like pillars of fire.

2He had a little book open in his hand. RAnd he set his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 

3and cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars. When he cried out, Rseven thunders uttered their voices.

4Now when the seven thunders uttered their voices, * I was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, * “Seal up the things which the seven thunders uttered, and do not write them.”

5The angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land Rraised up his hand* to heaven

6and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things that are in it, the earth and the things that are in it, and the sea and the things that are in it, that there should be delay no longer, 

7but in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His servants the prophets.

8Then the voice which I heard from heaven spoke to me again and said, “Go, take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on the earth.”

9So I went to the angel and said to him, “Give me the little book.” And he said to me, R“Take and eat it; and it will make your stomach bitter, but it will be as sweet as honey in your mouth.”

10Then I took the little book out of the angel’s hand and ate it, Rand it was as sweet as honey in my mouth. But when I had eaten it, my stomach became bitter.

11And he* said to me, “You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings.”




CHAPTER 11

Two Witnesses

1Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the angel stood, * saying, R“Rise and measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who worship there.

2“But leave out Rthe court which is outside the temple, and do not measure it, Rfor it has been given to the Gentiles. And they will Rtread the holy city underfoot for forty-two months.

3“And I will give power to my two Rwitnesses, Rand they will prophesy Rone thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.”

4These are the Rtwo olive trees and the two lampstands standing before the God* of the earth.

5And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours their enemies. And if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this manner.

6These Rhave power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire.

7When they Rfinish their testimony, the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit Rwill make war against them, overcome them, and kill them.

8And their dead bodies will lie in the street of Rthe great city which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, Rwhere also our* Lord was crucified.

9RThen those from the peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations will see their dead bodies three-and-a-half days, Rand not allow* their dead bodies to be put into graves.

10RAnd those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them, make merry, Rand send gifts to one another, Rbecause these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth.

11Now after the three-and-a-half days Rthe breath of life from God entered them, and they stood on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them.

12And they* heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” RAnd they ascended to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies saw them.

13In the same hour there was a great earthquake, Rand a tenth of the city fell. In the earthquake seven thousand people were killed, and the rest were afraid and gave glory to the God of heaven.

14RThe second woe is past. Behold, the third woe is coming quickly.

Seventh Trumpet

15Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms* of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!”

16And Rthe twenty-four elders who sat before God on their thrones fell on their faces and Rworshiped God, 

17saying:

“We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, 

The One Rwho is and who was and who is to come, *

Because You have taken Your great power Rand reigned.

18The nations were Rangry, and Your Twrath has come, 

And the time of the Rdead, that they should be judged, 

And that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the saints, 

And those who fear Your name, small and great, 

And should destroy those who destroy the earth.”

19Then Rthe temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant* was seen in His temple. And Rthere were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail.




CHAPTER 12

The Woman

1Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars.

2Then being with child, she cried out Rin labor and in pain to give birth.

3And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, Ra great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads.

4RHis tail drew a third of the stars of heaven Rand threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born.

5She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was caught up to God and His throne.

6Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days.

The War in Heaven

7And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, 

8but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them* in heaven any longer.

9So Rthe great dragon was cast out, Rthat serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, Rwho deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

10Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down.

11“And Rthey overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, Rand they did not love their lives to the death.

12“Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.”

The War on Earth

13Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male Child.

14RBut the woman was given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent.

15So the serpent Rspewed water out of his mouth like a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away by the flood.

16But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the flood which the dragon had spewed out of his mouth.

17And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.*




CHAPTER 13

The Beast Out of the Sea

1Then I* stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw Ra beast rising up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, * and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name.

2Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The Rdragon gave him his power, his throne, and great authority.

3And I saw one of his heads Ras if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly wound was healed. And all the world marveled and followed the beast.

4So they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?”

5And he was given Ra mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue* for Rforty-two months.

6Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, RHis tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven.

7It was granted to him Rto make war with the saints and to overcome them. And Rauthority was given him over every tribe, * tongue, and nation.

8All who dwell on the earth will worship him, Rwhose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain Rfrom the foundation of the world.

9If anyone has an ear, let him hear.

10RHe who leads into captivity shall go into captivity; he who kills with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.

The Beast Out of the Earth

11Then I saw another beast Rcoming up out of the earth, and he had two horns like a lamb and spoke like a dragon.

12And he exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence, and causes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, Rwhose deadly wound was healed.

13He performs great signs, Rso that he even makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men.

14RAnd he deceives those* who dwell on the earth by those signs which he was granted to do in the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who was wounded by the sword Rand lived.

15He was granted power to give breath to the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak Rand cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast to be killed.

16He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, 

17and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or* the name of the beast, Ror the number of his name.

18RHere is wisdom. Let him who has Runderstanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is 666.




CHAPTER 14

The 144,000

1Then I looked, and behold, a* RLamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him Rone hundred and forty-four thousand, having* His Father’s name Rwritten on their foreheads.

2And I heard a voice from heaven, Rlike the voice of many waters, and like the voice of loud thunder. And I heard the sound of harpists playing their harps.

3They sang as it were a new song before the throne, before the four living creatures, and the elders; and no one could learn that song Rexcept the hundred and forty-four thousand who were redeemed from the earth.

4These are the ones who were not defiled with women, Rfor they are virgins. These are the ones Rwho follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These Rwere redeemed* from among men, being firstfruits to God and to the Lamb.

5And Rin their mouth was found no deceit, * for Rthey are without fault before the throne of God.*

The Three Angels’ Announcements

6Then I saw another angel Rflying in the midst of heaven, Rhaving the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth—Rto every nation, tribe, tongue, and people—

7saying with a loud voice, R“Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; Rand worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.”

8And another angel followed, saying, “Babylon* is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.”

9Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 

10“he himself Rshall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.

11“And Rthe smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.”

12Here is the patience of the saints; here are those* who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.

13Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, * “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ ” “Yes, ” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them.”

The Harvest Judgment

14Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle.

15And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You* to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.”

16So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped.

17Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle.

18And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, and he cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, “Thrust in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe.”

19So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, and threw it into Rthe great winepress of the wrath of God.

20And Rthe winepress was trampled outside the city, and blood came out of the winepress, up to the horses’ bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs.




CHAPTER 15

Preparation for the Bowl Judgments

1Then RI saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous: Rseven angels having the seven last plagues, for in them the wrath of God is complete.

2And I saw something like Ra sea of glass Rmingled with fire, and those who have the victory over the beast, over his image and over his mark* and over the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, Rhaving harps of God.

3They sing Rthe song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the RLamb, saying:

R“Great and marvelous are Your works, 

Lord God Almighty!

RJust and true are Your ways, 

O King of the saints!*

4RWho shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name?

For You alone are Rholy.

For Rall nations shall come and worship before You, 

For Your judgments have been manifested.”

5After these things I looked, and behold, * Rthe temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened.

6And out of the temple came the seven angels having the seven plagues, Rclothed in pure bright linen, and having their chests girded with golden bands.

7RThen one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God Rwho lives forever and ever.

8RThe temple was filled with smoke Rfrom the glory of God and from His power, and no one was able to enter the temple till the seven plagues of the seven angels were completed.




CHAPTER 16

First Bowl

1Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying Rto the seven angels, “Go and pour out the bowls* Rof the wrath of God on the earth.”

2So the first went and poured out his bowl Rupon the earth, and a foul and Rloathsome sore came upon the men who had the mark of the beast and those Rwho worshiped his image.

Second Bowl

3Then the second angel poured out his bowl Ron the sea, and Rit became blood as of a dead man; Rand every living creature in the sea died.

Third Bowl

4Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, Rand they became blood.

5And I heard the angel of the waters saying:

R“You are righteous, O Lord, *

The One Rwho is and who was and who is to be, *

Because You have judged these things.

6For Rthey have shed the blood Rof saints and prophets, 

RAnd You have given them blood to drink.

For* it is their just due.”

7And I heard another from* the altar saying, “Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are Your judgments.”

Fourth Bowl

8Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl Ron the sun, and power was given to him to scorch men with fire.

9And men were scorched with great heat, and they blasphemed the name of God who has power over these plagues; Rand they did not repent and give Him glory.

Fifth Bowl

10Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom became full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues because of the pain.

11They blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and did not repent of their deeds.

Sixth Bowl

12Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared.

13And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.

14For they are spirits of demons, Rperforming signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and* of Rthe whole world, to gather them to Rthe battle of that great day of God Almighty.

15R“Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, Rlest he walk naked and they see his shame.”

16And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.*

Seventh Bowl

17Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, R“It is done!”

18And Rthere were noises and thunderings and lightnings; Rand there was a great earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake Ras had not occurred since men were on the earth.

19Now Rthe great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And great Babylon was remembered before God, Rto give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath.

20Then Revery island fled away, and the mountains were not found.

21And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone about the weight of a talent. Men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, since that plague was exceedingly great.




CHAPTER 17

Great Harlot Is Described

1Then Rone of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked with me, saying to me, * “Come, I will show you the judgment of Rthe great harlot who sits on many waters, 

2R“with whom the kings of the earth committed fornication, and Rthe inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her fornication.”

3So he carried me away in the Spirit Rinto the wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting Ron a scarlet beast which was full of Rnames of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.

4The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, Rand adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication.*

5And on her forehead a name was written:

MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

6I saw Rthe woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled with great amazement.

Great Harlot Is Destroyed

7But the angel said to me, “Why did you marvel? I will tell you the Tmystery of the woman and of the beast that carries her, which has the seven heads and the ten horns.

8“The beast that you saw was, and is not, and Rwill ascend out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, when they see the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.*

9R“Here is the mind which has wisdom: RThe seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits.

10“There are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, and the other has not yet come. And when he comes, he must Rcontinue a short time.

11“The Rbeast that was, and is not, is himself also the eighth, and is of the seven, and is going to perdition.

12R“The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have received no kingdom as yet, but they receive authority for one hour as kings with the beast.

13“These are of one mind, and they will give their power and authority to the beast.

14R“These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will Rovercome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; Rand those who are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful.”

15Then he said to me, R“The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues.

16“And the ten horns which you saw on* the beast, Rthese will hate the harlot, make her desolate Rand naked, eat her flesh and burn her with fire.

17R“For God has put it into their hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one mind, and to give their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled.

18“And the woman whom you saw Ris that great city Rwhich reigns over the kings of the earth.”




CHAPTER 18

Babylon the Great Is Destroyed

1AfterR these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, Rand the earth was illuminated with his glory.

2And he cried mightily* with a loud voice, saying, “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated bird!

3“For all the nations Rhave drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, Rand the merchants of the earth have become rich through the abundance of her luxury.”

4And I heard another voice from heaven saying, R“Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues.

5“For her sins have reached* to heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities.

6R“Render to her just as she rendered to you, * and repay her double according to her works; Rin the cup which she has mixed, mix double for her.

7“In the measure that she glorified herself and lived luxuriously, in the same measure give her torment and sorrow; for she says in her heart, ‘I sit as Rqueen, and am no widow, and will not see sorrow.’

8“Therefore her plagues will come in one day—death and mourning and famine. And she will be utterly burned with fire, for strong is the Lord God who judges* her.

Earth Mourns Babylon’s Destruction

9“The kings of the earth who committed fornication and lived luxuriously with her Rwill weep and lament for her, when they see the smoke of her burning, 

10“standing at a distance for fear of her torment, saying, R‘Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! For in one hour your judgment has come.’

11“And Rthe merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her, for no one buys their merchandise anymore:

12R“merchandise of gold and silver, precious stones and pearls, fine linen and purple, silk and scarlet, every kind of citron wood, every kind of object of ivory, every kind of object of most precious wood, bronze, iron, and marble;

13“and cinnamon and incense, fragrant oil and frankincense, wine and oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and bodies and souls of men.

14“The fruit that your soul longed for has gone from you, and all the things which are rich and splendid have gone from you, * and you shall find them no more at all.

15“The merchants of these things, who became rich by her, will stand at a distance for fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, 

16“and saying, ‘Alas, alas, Rthat great city Rthat was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls!

17‘For in one hour such great riches came to nothing.’ Every shipmaster, all who travel by ship, sailors, and as many as trade on the sea, stood at a distance

18R“and cried out when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, R‘What is like this great city?’

19R“They threw dust on their heads and cried out, weeping and wailing, and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city, in which all who had ships on the sea became rich by her wealth! RFor in one hour she Tis made desolate.’

Heaven Rejoices Babylon’s Destruction

20R“Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles* and prophets, for RGod has avenged you on her!”

21Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, R“Thus with violence the great city Babylon shall be thrown down, and shall not be found anymore.

22R“The sound of harpists, musicians, flutists, and trumpeters shall not be heard in you anymore. No craftsman of any craft shall be found in you anymore, and the sound of a millstone shall not be heard in you anymore.

23R“The light of a lamp shall not shine in you anymore, and the voice of bridegroom and bride shall not be heard in you anymore. For Ryour merchants were the great men of the earth, for by your sorcery all the nations were deceived.

24“And Rin her was found the blood of prophets and saints, and of all who Rwere slain on the earth.”




CHAPTER 19

1After these things I heard* a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, “Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to the Lord* our God!

2“For true and righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth with her fornication; and He Rhas avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her.”

3Again they said, “Alleluia! RHer smoke rises up forever and ever!”

4And Rthe twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who sat on the throne, saying, R“Amen! Alleluia!”

5Then a voice came from the throne, saying, R“Praise our God, all you His servants and those who fear Him, Rboth* small and great!”

6RAnd I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For Rthe* Lord God Omnipotent reigns!

Marriage Supper of the Lamb

7“Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.”

8And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.

9Then he said to me, “Write: R‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’ ” And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of God.”

10And RI fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, R“See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

Second Coming of Christ

11Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and Rin righteousness He judges and makes war.

12RHis eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. RHe had* a name written that no one knew except Himself.

13RHe was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called RThe Word of God.

14RAnd the armies in heaven, Rclothed in fine linen, white and clean, * followed Him on white horses.

15Now out of His mouth goes a sharp* sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.

16And RHe has on His robe and on His thigh a name written:

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

17Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the midst of heaven, R“Come and gather together for the supper of the great God, *

18“that you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free* and slave, both small and great.”

19RAnd I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army.

20RThen the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. RThese two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone.

21And the rest Rwere killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh.




CHAPTER 20

Satan Is Bound 1,000 Years

1Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.

2He laid hold of Rthe dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years;

3and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and Rset a seal on him, Rso that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be released for a little while.

Saints Reign 1,000 Years

4And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a* thousand years.

5But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection.

6Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be Rpriests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.

Satan Is Released and Leads Rebellion

7Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his prison

8and will go out Rto deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, RGog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose number is as the sand of the sea.

9They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city. And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them.

Satan Is Tormented Forever

10The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone Rwhere* the beast and the false prophet are. And they Rwill be tormented day and night forever and ever.

Great White Throne Judgment

11Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. RAnd there was found no place for them.

12And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, * and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books.

13The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works.

14Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.*

15And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.




CHAPTER 21

New Heaven and Earth Are Created

1Now RI saw a new heaven and a new earth, Rfor the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea.

New Jerusalem Descends

2Then I, John, * saw Rthe holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared Ras a bride adorned for her husband.

3And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, Rthe tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God.

4R“And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; Rthere shall be no more death, Rnor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”

5Then RHe who sat on the throne said, R“Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to me, * “Write, for these words are true and faithful.”

6And He said to me, “It is done!* I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts.

7“He who overcomes shall inherit all things, * and RI will be his God and he shall be My son.

8“But the cowardly, unbelieving, * abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

New Jerusalem Is Described

9Then one of Rthe seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me* and talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show you Rthe bride, the Lamb’s wife.”*

10And he carried me away Rin the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy* Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 

11Rhaving the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal.

12Also she had a great and high wall with Rtwelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel:

13Rthree gates on the east, three gates on the north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the west.

14Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and Ron them were the names* of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

15And he who talked with me Rhad a gold reed to measure the city, its gates, and its wall.

16The city is laid out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth. And he measured the city with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height are equal.

17Then he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of an angel.

18The construction of its wall was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass.

19RThe foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of precious stones: the first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 

20the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst.

21The twelve gates were twelve Rpearls: each individual gate was of one pearl. RAnd the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.

22But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.

23The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, * for the glory* of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light.

24RAnd the nations of those who are saved* shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honor into it.*

25RIts gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there).

26RAnd they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it.*

27But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes* an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s RBook of Life.




CHAPTER 22

1And he showed me a pure* river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb.

2RIn the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.

3And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him.

4RThey shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.

5There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for Rthe Lord God gives them light. RAnd they shall reign forever and ever.

Conclusion

6Then he said to me, R“These words are faithful and true.” And the Lord God of the holy* prophets Rsent His angel to show His servants the things which must Rshortly take place.

7R“Behold, I am coming quickly! RBlessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”

8Now I, John, saw and heard* these things. And when I heard and saw, RI fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these things.

9Then he said to me, R“See that you do not do that. For* I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.”

10RAnd he said to me, “Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, Rfor the time is at hand.

11“He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let him be righteous* still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.”

12“And behold, I am coming quickly, and RMy reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work.

13R“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.”*

14RBlessed are those who do His commandments, * that they may have the right Rto the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city.

15But* Routside are Rdogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie.

16R“I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, Rthe Bright and Morning Star.”

17And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.

18For* I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: RIf anyone adds to these things, God will add* to him the plagues that are written in this book;

19and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, RGod shall take away* his part from the Book* of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.

20He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!

21The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.* Amen.







Harmony of the Gospels
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The Jewish Calendar


names of months • corresponds with • no. of days • month of civil year • month of sacred year

TISHRI • Sept.–Oct. • 30 days • 1st • 7th

HESHVAN • Oct.–Nov. • 29 or 30 • 2nd • 8th

CHISLEV • Nov.–Dec. • 29 or 30 • 3rd • 9th

TEBETH • Dec.–Jan. • 29 • 4th • 10th

SHEBAT • Jan.–Feb. • 30 • 5th • 11th

ADAR • Feb.–Mar. • 29 or 30 • 6th • 12th

NISAN • Mar.–Apr. • 30 • 7th • 1st

IYAR • Apr.–May • 29 • 8th • 2nd

SIVAN • May–June • 30 • 9th • 3rd

TAMMUZ • June–July • 29 • 10th • 4th

AB • July–Aug. • 30 • 11th • 5th

*ELUL • Aug.–Sept. • 29 • 12th • 6th

* Hebrew months were alternately 30 and 29 days long. Their year, shorter than ours, had 354 days. Therefore, about every 3 years (7 times in 19 years) an extra 29-day-month, VEADAR, was added between ADAR and NISAN

The Jews used two kinds of calendars:

Civil Calendar—official calendar of kings, childbirth, and contracts

Sacred Calendar—from which festivals were computed.



FIRST WATCH • SUNSET TO 9 P.M.

SECOND WATCH • 9 P.M. TO MIDNIGHT

THIRD WATCH • MIDNIGHT TO 3 A.M.

FOURTH WATCH • 3 A.M. TO SUNRISE

FIRST WATCH • SUNRISE TO 9 A.M.

SECOND WATCH • 9 A.M. TO NOON

THIRD WATCH • NOON TO 3 P.M.

FOURTH WATCH • 3 P.M. TO SUNSET

The Jewish day was from sunset to sunset, in 8 equal parts:





Teachings and Illustrations of Christ


Subject • Reference

Abiding in Christ • John 15:4–10

Ability • Matt. 25:14, 15

Ablution • Matt. 6:17, 18

Abode • John 14:23

Abraham • John 8:37, 56

Abstinence • Luke 21:34

Abundant life • John 10:10

Access to God • John 10:7, 9

Accountability • Luke 12:47, 48

Accusation, false • Matt. 5:11

Adultery • Matt. 5:27, 28

Adversity • Luke 24:46

Affliction • Matt. 24:7–12

Agreement • Matt. 18:19

Altar • Matt. 23:18, 19

Ambition • Luke 22:25–30

Angels • Matt. 13:39, 41

Anger • Matt. 5:22

Anxiety • Luke 12:22–31

Apostasy • Matt. 13:18–22; Luke 8:13

Apostles • Luke 11:49

Appearance • Matt. 6:16

Appearance, outward • Matt. 23:27, 28

Authority • Matt. 21:24; Luke 10:19

Avarice • Luke 12:16–21

Backsliding • Luke 9:62

Baptism • Matt. 28:19; Acts 1:5

Beatitudes • Matt. 5:3–11

Beelzebub • Matt. 10:25

Begging • Luke 16:3

Beneficence • Matt. 5:42

Betrayal • Matt. 26:21

Bigotry • Luke 18:9–14

Birds • Matt. 8:20

Blasphemy • Matt. 12:31, 32

Blessings • Matt. 5:3–11

Blind guides • Matt. 15:14

Borrowing • Matt. 5:42

Bread of life • John 6:32–35

Brothers • Matt. 23:8

Builders • Matt. 7:24; Luke 6:47–49

Burdens • Luke 11:46

Burial • Matt. 8:22

Caesar • Matt. 22:21

Call of God • Matt. 20:16

Called ones • Matt. 22:14

Capital and labor • Matt. 20:1–15

Capital punishment • Matt. 26:52

Care of God • Matt. 6:30, 33

Caution • Mark 4:24

Celibacy • Matt. 19:11, 12

Character • John 1:47

Charity • Luke 12:33

Cheating • Mark 10:19

Chosen • Matt. 22:14

Church • Matt. 18:17

Circumcision • John 7:22, 23

Cleansing • John 15:3

Coin • Matt. 22:19–21

Coldness • Matt. 24:12

Communication • Luke 24:17

Compassion • Matt. 15:32; Luke 10:33

Compromise • Matt. 5:25, 26

Conceit • Luke 18:10–12

Conduct, Christian • Matt. 5:16

Confessing Christ • Matt. 10:32, 33

Confession of sin • Luke 18:13, 14

Confidence • Mark 10:24

Conflict • Matt. 10:34–36

Conscience • John 8:7–9

Contention • Matt. 18:15–17

Contentment • John 6:43

Conversion • Matt. 13:15

Convict • John 16:8

Corruption, moral • Luke 11:39

Courage • Matt. 9:22

Covenant • Mark 14:24

Coveting • Mark 7:21, 22

Cross-bearing • Matt. 10:38

Crucifixion • Luke 9:22

Cup of water • Matt. 10:42

Dancing • Luke 15:25–27

Daniel • Matt. 24:15

Darkness • Luke 11:35

David • Matt. 12:3

Day • John 11:9

Deaf • Matt. 13:13–15

Death • Luke 9:22; John 8:51

Debts • Matt. 18:24

Deceivers • Matt. 24:4, 5

Decision • Matt. 6:24

Defilement • Matt. 15:11, 18, 19

Devil • Matt. 13:38, 39

Diligence • John 9:4

Disbelief • John 5:38

Discernment • Matt. 16:2, 3

Discipleship • Luke 14:33

Disputes • Mark 9:33, 34

Distress • Luke 21:23, 25

Divorce • Matt. 5:31, 32

Doctrine • Mark 7:7

Doubt • Matt. 21:21

Drunkard • Luke 7:34

Drunkenness • Luke 21:34

Dullness • Matt. 13:13

Duty • Luke 17:10

Dwelling places • John 14:2, 3

Earth • Matt. 5:18

Earthquakes • Mark 13:8

Economy • Matt. 15:37; John 6:12

Elect • Matt. 24:24, 31

Election • Matt. 25:34

Elijah • Matt. 17:11, 12

Employer • Matt. 20:1–16

Encouragement • Matt. 9:2

Endowments • Matt. 25:14, 15

Endurance • Matt. 10:22; Luke 21:19

Enemies • Matt. 5:43, 44

Eternal life • Matt. 19:29

Eternal sin • Mark 3:29

Etiquette • Luke 10:8

Evil • Matt. 15:19

Exaltation • Matt. 23:12

Example • John 13:15

Excuses • Luke 14:18–20

Extravagance • Luke 15:11–14

Fainting • Mark 8:2, 3

Faith • Matt. 6:25; Mark 11:22

Luke 7:50

Faithfulness • Matt. 25:21

Faithlessness • Matt. 25:24–30

False prophets • Matt. 24:11

False witness • Matt. 19:18

Farm • Matt. 22:2–6

Fasting • Matt. 6:16–18

Faultfinding • Matt. 7:3–5

Faults • Matt. 18:15

Fear of God • Matt. 10:28

Feast • Luke 14:8

Feet washing • John 13:12–15

Fellowship • Matt. 8:11

Flattery • Luke 6:26

Flesh • John 6:53

Flock • Matt. 26:31

Following Christ • Matt. 10:37, 38

Food • Matt. 6:11; Matt. 6:25

John 6:27

Fool • Matt. 5:22

Formalism • Matt. 23:23–28

Forsaking all • Luke 14:33

Foxes • Luke 9:58

Friends • Luke 11:5–8

Frugality • John 6:12

Fruitfulness • Matt. 13:23

Fruitlessness • Luke 13:6–9

Generosity • Matt. 25:34–40

Gentiles • Matt. 10:5–7

Gentleness • Matt. 5:5

Giving • Luke 6:38

Gladness • Luke 15:32

Glorifying God • Matt. 5:16

Gluttony • Luke 21:34

God • Matt. 19:17, 26

Godlessness • John 5:42, 44

Golden Rule • Matt. 7:12

Gospel • Luke 4:18

Grace • 2 Cor. 12:9

Greatness • Matt. 5:19

Grumble • John 6:43

Guidance • John 16:13

Hairs numbered • Matt. 10:30

Hand of God • John 10:27–29

Happiness • Matt. 5:12; John 13:16, 17

Harlots • Matt. 21:31

Harvest • Matt. 9:37, 38

Hatred • John 15:18, 19

Healing • Matt. 10:7, 8; Mark 2:17

Heart • Matt. 13:19

Heaven • Luke 16:17; John 3:13

Hell • Matt. 5:22; Matt. 10:28

Helper • John 14:16; John 15:26

Helpless • John 6:44

Hireling • John 10:11–13

Holy Spirit • John 14:26

Home • Mark 5:19

Honesty • Mark 10:19; Luke 8:15

Honor of men • Matt. 6:2

Honor of parents • Matt. 15:3–6

Hospitality • Luke 14:12–14

Humility • Matt. 11:29; John 13:14

Hunger, spiritual • Matt. 5:6; Luke 6:21

Hypocrisy • Matt. 6:5; Luke 6:42

Ignorance • Matt. 22:29

Immortality • Matt. 25:46; John 11:25, 26

Impartiality of God • Matt. 5:45

Inconsistency • Matt. 7:3–5; Luke 6:41, 42

Indecision • Luke 9:62

Indifference • Matt. 24:12

Industry • John 4:36

Infidelity • John 3:18

Influence • Matt. 5:13

Ingratitude • Luke 17:17, 18

Innocence • Matt. 10:16

Insincerity • Luke 16:15

Inspiration • Luke 12:12

Instability • Matt. 7:26, 27

Instruction • John 6:45

Insufficiency • Mark 10:21

Integrity • Luke 16:10

Intercession • John 17:9

Investment • Matt. 6:19, 20

Jealousy • Luke 15:25–30

John the Baptist • Luke 7:24–28

Jonah • Matt. 12:39–41

Joy • Matt. 25:21; Luke 15:7, 10

Judge not • Matt. 7:1, 2

Judgment • Matt. 11:24

Judgment day • Matt. 25:31–46

Justice • John 5:30

Justification, self • Luke 16:15

Killing • Matt. 5:21, 22

Kindness • Luke 10:30–35

Kingdom • Luke 7:28; John 18:36

Kiss • Luke 7:45

Knowledge • John 8:31, 32

Labor • Matt. 20:1–14

Laughter • Luke 6:21

Law • Luke 16:16

Lawsuit • Matt. 5:25, 40

Lawyers • Luke 11:46

Leaven • Matt. 16:6; Luke 13:20, 21

Lending • Luke 6:34, 35

Lepers • Matt. 10:7, 8

Levite • Luke 10:30–32

Liars • John 8:44, 45

Liberality • Luke 6:30, 38

Liberty • Luke 4:18

Life • Matt. 6:25; John 5:40

Light • Luke 11:33; John 8:12

Living water • John 4:10

Log • Luke 6:41, 42

Loneliness • John 16:32

Lord’s Supper • Matt. 26:26–29

Loss of soul • Matt. 16:25, 26

Lost opportunity • Matt. 25:7–12

Love • Matt. 22:37–40

Lukewarmness • Matt. 26:40, 41

Lunatic • Matt. 17:14, 15

Lust • Mark 4:18, 19

Magistrates • Luke 12:11, 58

Mammon • Matt. 6:24

Marriage • Matt. 19:4–6; Mark 12:25

Martyrdom • John 16:1–3

Mary’s choice • Luke 10:41, 42

Memorial • Matt. 26:13

Mercy • Matt. 5:7; Luke 16:24

Minister • Luke 10:2

Miracles • Matt. 12:28

Money lender, creditor • Luke 7:41, 42

Moses • Matt. 19:8

Moses’ Law • John 7:19

Mother • Matt. 10:37

Mourn • Matt. 5:4

Murder • Matt. 15:19

Mysteries of Heaven • Matt. 13:11

Narrow way • Matt. 7:13, 14

Neglect • Luke 12:47

Neighbor • Matt. 19:19

Neutrality • Matt. 12:30

New birth • John 3:3, 5–8

Noah • Luke 17:26, 27

Oath • Matt. 5:33–37

Obedience • Matt. 12:50

Offering • Matt. 5:25

Offerings • Luke 21:3, 4

Opportunity • Matt. 5:25

Parables • Mark 4:11, 12

Paradise • Luke 23:43

Pardoning • Luke 6:37

Parents • Matt. 10:21

Patriotism • Matt. 22:21

Peace • Mark 9:50

Peacemakers • Matt. 5:9

Penitence • Luke 18:13

Perception • John 8:43

Perfection • Matt. 5:48

Persecution • Matt. 24:9

Perseverance • Matt. 10:22

Pharisaism • Matt. 23:2–33

Pharisee and tax collector • Luke 18:10–14

Pharisees • Matt. 5:20

Philanthropy • Luke 11:41

Physician • Matt. 9:12

Piety • John 1:47

Pleasing God • John 8:29

Pleasures • Luke 8:14

Poison • Mark 16:17, 18

Poll tax • Matt. 22:19–21

Polygamy • Matt. 19:8, 9

Poor • Mark 14:7

Power • Matt. 6:13

Prayer • Matt. 6:9–13; Matt. 7:7–11

Preaching • Mark 16:15, 16

Procrastination • Matt. 25:3

Profit and loss • Matt. 16:26

Prophets • Matt. 7:15; Matt. 10:41

Proselyte • Luke 23:15

Protection • Luke 18:3

Providence • Matt. 6:25–33

Prudence • Matt. 10:16–20

Punishment • Matt. 21:41

Purity • Matt. 5:8

Ransom • Matt. 20:28

Reaping • John 4:35–38

Receiving Christ • Mark 9:37

Reconciliation • Matt. 5:23, 24

Regeneration • Matt. 19:28

Rejecting Christ • John 3:18

Rejoicing • Luke 10:20

Release • Luke 4:18

Religion • Matt. 25:34–36; Mark 7:6–8

Repentance • Matt. 11:21; Luke 13:28

Reproof • Matt. 11:21–23

Resignation • Matt. 26:39

Responsibility • Luke 12:47, 48

Rest • Matt. 11:28–30; Matt. 26:45

Resurrection • John 6:40

Retaliation • Matt. 5:39–44

Retribution • Matt. 23:34, 35

Reward • Matt. 10:42

Riches • Mark 4:19

Righteousness • Matt. 5:6, 20; John 16:10

Robbers • Luke 10:30; John 10:1

Robbery • Matt. 23:25

Sabbath • Matt. 12:5–8

Sackcloth • Matt. 11:21

Sacrifice • Matt. 12:7

Sacrilege • Matt. 21:13

Sadducees • Matt. 16:6

Salt • Matt. 5:13; Mark 9:50

Salvation • Luke 19:19; John 4:22

Samaritan • Luke 10:30–35

Sanctification • John 17:17

Satan • Matt. 4:10; Mark 4:15

Scripture • Matt. 21:42; Luke 4:21

Secrecy • Luke 12:2, 3

Security • Luke 6:47, 48

Seduction • Mark 13:22

Seeking the kingdom • Matt. 6:19, 20

Self-condemnation • Matt. 23:29–32; Luke 19:20–24

Self-control • Matt. 5:21

Self-deception • Luke 12:16–21

Self-denial • Matt. 16:24–26

Self-exaltation • Matt. 23:12

Self-examination • Matt. 7:3–5

Selfishness • Luke 6:32–35

Self-righteousness • Matt. 23:23–27

Self-sacrifice • Matt. 16:25

Serpents • Matt. 23:33; John 3:14

Service • Luke 22:27

Sheep • Luke 15:4–7

Shepherd • John 10:1–18

Sickness • Matt. 10:8

Signs • Luke 11:16; John 4:48

Silence • Matt. 17:9

Sin • Matt. 26:28; John 8:34

Sincerity • Matt. 5:13–16

Skepticism • John 20:27, 29

Slaves • Matt. 18:23; John 15:15

Sleep • Mark 4:26, 27; Mark 13:35, 36

Slothfulness • Matt. 25:26–30

Son of Man • Luke 9:22

Sorrow • Matt. 19:22; John 16:6

Soul • Matt. 10:28; Luke 12:19, 20

Soul winners • Matt. 4:19

Sowing • Mark 4:14

Speech • John 8:43

Spirit • Matt. 26:41; Mark 5:8

Statement • Matt. 5:37

Steadfastness • Matt. 10:22

Stealing • Matt. 19:18

Steward • Luke 12:42, 43; Luke 16:1–8

Stewardship • Luke 19:13–27

Stomach • Matt. 15:17

Strife • Luke 22:24

Stubbornness • John 5:40

Stumbling block • Matt. 23:13

Submission • Matt. 26:39, 42

Suffering • Matt. 26:38

Supper, The Lord’s • Luke 22:14–20

Swearing • Matt. 23:16–22

Talents • Matt. 18:24

Taxes • Matt. 22:19–21

Tax collectors • Matt. 5:46, 47

Teaching • Matt. 28:19, 20; John 13:13–15

Temperance • Luke 21:34

Temptations • Matt. 4:1–11; Luke 8:13

Thieves • Matt. 6:19; John 10:1, 8

Timidness • Mark 4:40

Tithes • Luke 18:11, 12

Traditions • Mark 7:9, 13

Transgressions • Matt. 15:2

Treasures • Matt. 6:19–21

Tribulation • Matt. 24:9; John 16:33

Truth • John 14:6

Unbelievers • Luke 12:46

Uncharitable-ness • John 7:24

Unchastity • Matt. 5:31, 32

Uncleanness • Matt. 23:27

Unity • John 17:20, 21

Unpardonable sin • Matt. 12:31, 32

Vengeance • Matt. 5:39, 40

Vine • John 15:1, 4, 5

Visions • Matt. 17:9

Walks of Life • John 8:12; John 12:35

War • Matt. 24:26

Watchfulness • Matt. 24:42, 44; Luke 12:37–40

Wedding • Luke 14:8–10

Widow • Mark 12:43, 44

Wine • Luke 5:37–39

Wisdom • Luke 21:15

Witness • John 8:14

Witness, false • Matt. 19:18

Witnessing • Acts 1:8

Wives • Luke 14:20, 26

Worker • Matt. 10:10

Worldliness • Luke 21:34

Worm • Mark 9:43–48

Worries of the world • Matt. 13:22

Worship • Matt. 4:10

Yoke • Matt. 11:28, 29

Zacchaeus • Luke 19:5

Zeal • John 2:17





Prophecies of the Messiah Fulfilled in Jesus Christ

Presented Here in Their Order of Fulfillment


PROPHETIC SCRIPTURE • SUBJECT • FULFILLED

Gen. 3:15-“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” • seed of a woman • Gal. 4:4-“But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law.”

Gen. 12:3-“I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” • descendant of Abraham • Matt. 1:1-“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham.”

Gen. 17:19-“Then God said, ‘No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his descendants after him.’” • descendant of Isaac • Luke 3:34-“the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor.”

Num. 24:17-“I see Him, but not now; I behold Him, but not near; a Star shall come out of Jacob; a Scepter shall rise out of Israel, and batter the brow of Moab, and destroy all the sons of tumult.” • descendant of Jacob • Matt. 1:2-“Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers.”

Gen. 49:10-“The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh comes; and to Him shall be the obedience of the people.” • from the tribe of Judah • Luke 3:33-“the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah.”

Is. 9:7-“Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.” • heir to the throne of David • Luke 1:32, 33-“He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”

Ps. 45:6, 7; 102:25–27-“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom. You love righteousness, and hate wickedness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your companions.” “Of old You laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of Your hands. They will perish, but You will endure; yes, all of them will grow old like a garment; like a cloak You will change them, and they will be changed. But You are the same, and Your years will have no end.” • anointed and eternal • Heb. 1:8–12-“But to the Son He says: ‘Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your companions.’ And: ‘You, LORD, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of Your hands. They will perish, but You remain; and they will all grow old like a garment; like a cloak You will fold them up, and they will be changed. But You are the same, and Your years will not fail.’”

Mic. 5:2-“But you, Bethlehem, Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting.” • born in Jerusalem • Luke 2:4, 5, 7- “And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child.… And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.”

Dan. 9:25-“Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven weeks, and sixty-two weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublesome times.” • time for His birth • Luke 2:1, 2- “And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This census first took place when Quirinius was governor of Syria.”

Is. 7:14-“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” • to be born of a virgin • Luke 1:26, 27, 30, 31- “Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.… Then the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb, and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. ’”

Jer. 31:15-“Thus says the LORD: ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, andbitter weeping, Rachel weeping for her children, refusing to be comforted for her children, because they are no more.’” • slaughter of children • Matt. 2:16–18- “Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had determined from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.’”

Hos. 11:1-“When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son.” • flight to Egypt • Matt. 2:14, 15- “When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, ‘Out of Egypt I called My Son.’”

Is. 40:3–5-“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill brought low; the crooked places shall be made straight, and the rough places smooth; the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together; for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.’” • the way prepared • Luke 3:3–6- “And he went into all the region around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, saying: ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the LORD; make His paths straight. Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill brought low; the crooked places shall be made straight and the rough ways smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”’”

Mal. 3:1- “‘Behold, I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight. Behold, He is coming, ’ says the LORD of hosts.” • preceded by a forerunner • Luke 7:24, 27- “When the messengers of John had departed, He began to speak to the multitudes concerning John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? … This is he, of whom it is written: “Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way before You.”’”

Mal. 4:5, 6- “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. And he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the earth with a curse.” • preceded by Elijah • Matt. 11:13, 14- “For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. And if you are willing to receive it, he is Elijah who is to come.”

Ps. 2:7- “I will declare the decree: the LORD has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, today I have begotten You.’” • declared the Son of God • Matt. 3:17- “And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’”

Is. 9:1, 2- “Nevertheless the gloom will not be upon her who is distressed, as when at first He lightly esteemed the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward more heavily oppressed her, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, in Galilee of the Gentiles. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them a light has shined.” • Galilean ministry • Matt. 4:13–16- “And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: ‘The land of Zebulun, and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.’”

Ps. 78:2–4- “I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old, which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us. We will not hide them from their children, telling to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, and His strength and His wonderful works that He has done.” • speaks in parables • Matt. 13:34, 35- “All these things Jesus spoke to the multitude in parables; and without a parable He did not speak to them, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying: ‘I will open My mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world.’”

Deut. 18:15- “The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear.” • a prophet • Acts 3:20, 22- “And that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, … For Moses truly said to the fathers, ‘The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He says to you.’”

Is. 61:1, 2- “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, because the LORD has anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn.” • to bind up the brokenhearted • Luke 4:18, 19- “The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.”

Is. 53:3- “He is despised and rejected by men; a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.” • rejected by His own people, the Jews • John 1:11- “He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.”

 •____• Luke 23:18- “And they all cried out at once, saying, ‘Away with this Man, and release to us Barabbas.’”

Ps. 110:4-“The LORD has sworn and will not relent, ‘You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.’” • priest after order of Melchizedek • Heb. 5:5, 6- “So also Christ did not glorify Himself to become High Priest, but it was He who said to Him: ‘You are My Son, today I have begotten You.’ As He also says in another place: ‘You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.’”

Zech. 9:9-“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey.” • triumphal entry • Mark 11:7, 9, 11- “Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their clothes on it, and He sat on it. … Then those who went before and those who followed cried out, saying: ‘Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ … And Jesus went into Jerusalem, and into the temple. So when He had looked around at all things, as the hour was already late, He went out to Bethany with the twelve.”

Ps. 8:2-“Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have ordained strength, because of Your enemies, that You may silence the enemy and the avenger.” • adored by infants • Matt. 21:15, 16- “But when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that He did, and the children crying out in the temple and saying, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’ they were indignant and said to Him, ‘Do you hear what these are saying?’ And Jesus said to them, ‘Yes. Have you never read, “Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have perfected praise”?’”

Is. 53:1-“Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?” • not believed • John 12:37, 38- “But although He had done so many signs before them, they did not believe in Him, that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke: ‘Lord, who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?’”

Ps. 41:9-“Even my own familiar friend in whom I trusted, who ate my bread, has lifted up his heel against me.” • betrayed by a close friend • Luke 22:47, 48- “And while He was still speaking, behold, a multitude; and he who was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them and drew near to Jesus to kiss Him. But Jesus said to him, ‘Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?’”

Zech. 11:12-“Then I said to them, ‘If it is agreeable to you, give me my wages; and if not, refrain.’ So they weighed out for my wages thirty pieces of silver.” • betrayed for thirty pieces of silver • Matt. 26:14, 15- “Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, ‘What are you willing to give me if I deliver Him to you?’ And they counted out to him thirty pieces of silver.”

Ps. 35:11-“Fierce witnesses rise up; they ask me things that I do not know.” • accused by false witnesses • Mark 14:57, 58- “Then some rose up and bore false witness against Him, saying, ‘We heard Him say, “I will destroy this temple made with hands, and within three days I will build another made without hands.”’”

Is. 53:7-“He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth.” • silent to accusations • Mark 15:4, 5- “Then Pilate asked Him again, saying, ‘Do You answer nothing? See how many things they testify against You!’ But Jesus still answered nothing, so that Pilate marveled.”

Is. 50:6- “I gave My back to those who struck Me, and My cheeks to those who plucked out the beard; I did not hide My face from shame and spitting.” • spat on and struck • Matt. 26:67- “Then they spat in His face and beat Him; and others struck Him with the palms of their hands.”

Ps. 35:19- “Let them not rejoice over me who are wrongfully my enemies; nor let them wink with the eye who hate me without a cause.” • hated without reason • John 15:24, 25- “If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both Me and My Father. But this happened that the word might be fulfilled which is written in their law, ‘They hated Me without a cause.’”

Is. 53:5- “But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed.” • vicarious sacrifice • Rom. 5:6, 8- “For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.… But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

Is. 53:12- “Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong. Because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” • crucified with malefactors • Mark 15:27, 28- “With Him they also crucified two robbers, one on His right and the other on His left. So the Scripture was fulfilled which says, ‘And He was numbered with the transgressors.’”

Zech. 12:10- “And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn.” • pierced through hands and feet • John 20:27- “Then He said to Thomas, ‘Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.’”

Ps. 22:7, 8- “All those who see Me ridicule Me; they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, ‘He trusted in the LORD, let Him rescue Him; let Him deliver Him, since He delights in Him!’” • sneered and mocked • Luke 23:35- “And the people stood looking on. But even the rulers with them sneered, saying, ‘He saved others; let Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of God.’”

Ps. 69:9- “Because zeal for Your house has eaten me up, and the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me.” • was reproached • Rom. 15:3- “For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, ‘The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me.’”

Ps. 109:4- “In return for my love they are my accusers, but I give myself to prayer.” • prayer for His enemies • Luke 23:34- “Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.’ And they divided His garments and cast lots.”

Ps. 22:17, 18- “I can count all My bones. They look and stare at Me. They divide My garments among them, and for My clothing they cast lots.” • soldiers gambled for His clothing • Matt. 27:35, 36- “Then they crucified Him, and divided His garments, casting lots, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet: ‘They divided My garments among them, and for My clothing they cast lots.’ Sitting down, they kept watch over Him there.”

Ps. 22:1- “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? Why are You so far from helping Me, and from the words of My groaning?” • forsaken by God • Matt. 27:46- “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?’”

Ps. 34:20-“He guards all his bones, not one of them is broken.” • no bones broken • John 19:32, 33, 36-“Then the soliders came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who was crucified with Him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs.… For these things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, ‘Not one of His bones shall be broken.’”

Zech. 12:10-“And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they have pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn.” • His side pierced • John 19:34-“But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out.”

Is. 53:9-“And they made His grave with the wicked—but with the rich at His death, because He had done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth.” • buried with the rich • Matt. 27:57–60-“Now when evening had come, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who himself had also become a disciple of Jesus. This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be given to him. When Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his new tomb which he had hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a large stone against the door of the tomb, and departed.”

Ps. 16:10-“For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.” • to be resurrected • Mark 16:6, 7-“But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples—and Peter—that He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him, as He said to you.’”

Ps. 49:15-“But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave, for He shall receive me. Selah” •____• _____

Ps. 68:18-“You have ascended on high. You have led captivity captive; You have received gifts among men; even from the rebellious, that the LORD God might dwell there.” • His ascension to God’s right hand • Mark 16:19-“So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God.”

 •____• 1 Cor. 15:4-“And that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.”

 •____• Eph. 4:8-“Therefore He says: ‘When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts to men.’”





The Parables of Jesus Christ


Parable • Matthew • Mark • Luke

1. Lamp Under a Basket • 5:14–16 • 4:21, 22 • 8:16, 1711:33–36

2. A Wise Man Builds on Rock and a Foolish Man Builds on Sand • 7:24–27 •____• 6:47–49

3. Unshrunk (New) Cloth on an Old Garment • 9:16 • 2:21 • 5:36

4. New Wine in Old Wineskins • 9:17 • 2:22 • 5:37, 38

5. The Sower • 13:3–23 • 4:2–20 • 8:4–15

6. The Tares (Weeds) • 13:24–30 •____• _____

7. The Mustard Seed • 13:31, 32 • 4:30–32 • 13:18, 19

8. The Leaven • 13:33 •____• 13:20, 21

9. The Hidden Treasure • 13:44 •____• _____

10. The Pearl of Great Price • 13:45, 46 •____• _____

11. The Dragnet • 13:47–50 •____• _____

12. The Lost Sheep • 18:12–14 •____• 15:3–7

13. The Unforgiving Servant • 18:23–35 •____• _____

14. The Laborers in the Vineyard • 20:1–16 •____• _____

15. The Two Sons • 21:28–32 •____• _____

16. The Wicked Vinedressers • 21:33–45 • 12:1–12 • 20:9–19

17. The Wedding Feast • 22:2–14 •____• _____

18. The Fig Tree • 24:32–44 • 13:28–32 • 21:29–33

19. The Wise and Foolish Virgins • 25:1–13 •____• _____

20. The Talents • 25:14–30 •____• _____

21. The Growing Seed •____• 4:26–29 •____ 

22. The Absent Householder •____• 13:33–37 •____ 

23. The Creditor and Two Debtors •____ •____• 7:41–43

24. The Good Samaritan •____ •____• 10:30–37

25. A Friend in Need •____ •____• 11:5–13

26. The Rich Fool •____ •____• 12:16–21

27. The Faithful Servant and the Evil Servant •____ •____• 12:35–40

28. Faithful and Wise Steward •____ •____• 12:42–48

29. The Barren Fig Tree •____ •____• 13:6–9

30. The Great Supper •____ •____• 14:16–24

31. Building a Tower and a King Making War •____ •____• 14:25–35

32. The Lost Coin •____ •____• 15:8–10

33. The Prodigal Son •____ •____• 15:11–32

34. The Unjust Steward •____ •____• 16:1–13

35. The Rich Man and Lazarus •____ •____• 16:19–31

36. Unprofitable Servants •____ •____• 17:7–10

37. The Persistent Widow •____ •____• 18:1–8

38. The Pharisee and the Tax Collector •____ •____• 18:9–14

39. The Minas (Pounds) •____ •____• 19:11–27





The Miracles of Jesus Christ


Miracle • Matthew • Mark • Luke • John

1. Cleansing a Leper • 8:2 • 1:40 • 5:12 •____ 

2. Healing a Centurion’s Servant (of paralysis) • 8:5 •____• 7:1 •____ 

3. Healing Peter’s Mother-in-law • 8:14 • 1:30 • 4:38 •____ 

4. Healing the Sick at Evening • 8:16 • 1:32 • 4:40 •____ 

5. Stilling the Storm • 8:23 • 4:35 • 8:22 •____ 

6. Demons Entering a Herd of Swine • 8:28 • 5:1 • 8:26 •____ 

7. Healing a Paralytic • 9:2 • 2:3 • 5:18 •____ 

8. Raising the Ruler’s Daughter • 9:18, 23 • 5:22, 35 • 8:40, 49 •____ 

9. Healing the Hemorrhaging Woman • 9:20 • 5:25 • 8:43 •____ 

10. Healing Two Blind Men • 9:27 •____ •____• _____

11. Curing a Demon-possessed, Mute Man • 9:32 •____ •____• _____

12. Healing a Man’s Withered Hand • 12:9 • 3:1 • 6:6 •____ 

13. • Curing a Demon-possessed, Blind and Mute Man • 12:22 •____• 11:14 •____ 

14. Feeding the Five Thousand • 14:13 • 6:30 • 9:10 • 6:1

15. Walking on the Sea • 14:25 • 6:48 •____• 6:19

16. Healing the Gentile Woman’s Daughter • 15:21 • 7:24 •____• _____

17. Feeding the Four Thousand • 15:32 • 8:1 •____• _____

18. Healing the Epileptic Boy • 17:14 • 9:17 • 9:38 •____ 

19. Temple Tax in the Fish’s Mouth • 17:24 •____ •____• _____

20. Healing Two Blind Men • 20:30 • 10:46 • 18:35 •____ 

21. Withering the Fig Tree • 21:18 • 11:12 •____• _____

22. Casting Out an Unclean Spirit •____• 1:23 • 4:33 •____ 

23. Healing a Deaf and Dumb Man •____• 7:31 •____• _____

24. Healing a Blind Paralytic at Bethsaida •____• 8:22 •____• _____

25. Escape from the Hostile Multitude •____ •____• 4:30 •____ 

26. Draught of Fish •____ •____• 5:1 •____ 

27. Raising of a Widow’s Son at Nain •____ •____• 7:11 •____ 

28. Healing the Infirm, Bowed Woman •____ •____• 13:11 •____ 

29. Healing the Man with Dropsy •____ •____• 14:1 •____ 

30. Cleansing the Ten Lepers •____ •____• 17:11 •____ 

31. Restoring a Servant’s Ear •____ •____• 22:51 •____ 

32. Turning Water into Wine •____ •____•____• 2:1

33. Healing the Nobleman’s Son (of fever) •____ •____•____• 4:46

34. Healing an Infirm Man at Bethesda •____ •____•____• 5:1





35. Healing the Man Born Blind •____ •____•____• 9:1

36. Raising of Lazarus •____ •____•____• 11:43

37. Second Draught of Fish •____ •____•____• 21:1





The Laws of the Bible

I. Forms of Government


A. Patriarchal. The family being the unit of life, the father as head of the family was the authoritative ruler … Judg. 11:29–40; Job 1:5

B. Theocracy. God was the direct ruler of His people … Ex. 19:3–8

C. Government by judges. The people forgot God. God chastised them by selling them into slavery to their enemies. Upon repentance God raised up military chieftains as deliverers … Judg. 2:13–18

D. Monarchy. This was begun by the coronation of Saul, reached its height in David and Solomon, and ended with the Babylonian captivity … 1 Sam. 10:24


II. Citizenship Under the Theocracy


A. Israelites. Those of Israel who ratified the covenant of Sinai, and later their children, were entitled to the rights of citizenship … Ex. 19:5–8; Deut. 6:1–9

B. Moabites and Ammonites excluded … Deut. 23:3

C. Edomites and Egyptians in the third generation were eligible … Deut. 23:7, 8


III. Laws of the Theocracy


A. Pertaining to citizenship

1. Law applied equally to strangers as to natives … Lev. 24:22; Num. 15:22–30

2. Jew not to marry a stranger … Gen. 34:14

3. Strangers could own slaves … Lev. 25:47–55

B. Pertaining to slavery

1. Slaves obtained

a. Captured in war … Num. 31:7–11

b. Inherited … Lev. 25:46

c. Bought … Ex. 21:2

d. Sold for debt or theft … Ex. 22:3; Deut. 15:12

2. How to treat slaves

a. Israelites could be redeemed from slavery … Lev. 25:47–55

b. Jewish slaves to be set free in Year of Jubilee … Lev. 25:39–41

c. Regarded as part of owner’s household and possession … Gen. 12:16; Ex. 20:17

d. Could be struck by master … Ex. 21:20, 21

e. Fugitive not to be returned … Deut. 23:15, 16; 1 Sam. 30:15

f. Freed if ill-treated … Ex. 21:26, 27

g. To enjoy the Sabbath … Ex. 20:10

C. Pertaining to taxation

1. Census taken … Luke 2:1–3

2. Purpose of taxes

a. Valuation of persons … Lev. 27:1–13

b. Temple service … Ex. 30:11–16; 2 Chr. 24:6, 9

c. Taxes … Matt. 22:15–21; Rom. 13:6, 7

3. Amount of taxes … 1 Sam. 8:10–18

4. Priests and attendants exempt … Ezra 7:24

D. Military laws


1. Age of soldiers … Num. 1:2, 3; 26:2

2. Selective draft … Num. 31:3–7

3. Exemption from service

a. Levites … Num. 1:49

b. Certain individuals … Deut. 20:5–7

c. Fainthearted … Deut. 20:8

4. Cleanliness in camp … Num. 31:19, 20; Deut. 23:9–14

5. Regulations in battle

a. Notice to be given … Deut. 20:10, 11

b. Fruit trees spared … Deut. 20:19, 20

c. Treatment of captives … Num. 21:2, 3, 35; 31:17, 18; Deut. 20:14–18; Josh. 11:14

d. Plunder … Deut. 20:14

e. Indemnity … 2 Kin. 3:4

IV. Criminal Laws


A. Crimes against the public

1. Bribery … Ex. 23:8; Deut. 16:19; Prov. 17:23

2. Contempt for the law … Num. 15:30; Deut. 6:16, 17

… Penalty … Deut. 17:12, 13

3. Perjury … Ex. 20:16; Lev. 19:12

… Penalty … Deut. 19:16–20

4. Perverting or obstructing justice … Ex. 23:1, 2, 6; Lev. 19:15; Ps. 82:2

Penalty … Deut. 16:19, 20

5. Conspiracy … 2 Sam. 15:10–12

B. Crimes of immoral acts

1. Adultery … Ex. 20:14; Deut. 5:18

… Penalty … Lev. 20:10; Deut. 22:22–25

2. Rape … Deut. 22:25, 26; … Penalty … Deut. 22:25–29

3. Prostitution … Deut. 23:17; … Penalty … Lev. 19:29; 21:9

4. Seduction … Ex. 22:16, 17; … Penalty … Deut. 22:28, 29

5. Incest … Lev. 18:6–18; Deut. 22:30; … Penalty … Lev. 20:11–21

6. Sodomy … Lev. 18:22, 23; Deut. 23:17; … Penalty … Ex. 22:19; Lev. 20:13, 15, 16

C. Crimes against persons

1. Murder … Ex. 20:13; … Penalty … Gen. 9:6; Ex. 21:12

2. Manslaughter … Ex. 21:12–14; Josh. 20:3–6; … Penalty … Num. 35:11, 22–28

3. Assault … Ex. 21:18–26; … Penalty … Ex. 21:19–27; Lev. 24:19, 20

4. Kidnapping … Ex. 21:16; Deut. 24:7

5. Slander … Lev. 19:16

D. Crimes against property


1. Stealing … Ex. 20:15; 22:1–12; Deut. 23:24, 25

2. Arson … Ex. 22:6

3. Moving a landmark … Deut. 19:14

V. Laws Pertaining to Domestic Relations


A. Marriage

1. Ordained by God … Gen. 1:27, 28; 2:18, 24

2. Within the tribe … Num. 36:6

3. Polygamy forbidden … 1 Cor. 7:2; 1 Tim. 3:2

4. Marriage forbidden with:

a. Stepmother … Lev. 18:8; 20:11

b. Aliens … Ex. 34:13–17; Deut. 7:1–3

c. Sister … Lev. 20:17

d. Aunt … Lev. 20:19

e. Grandchild … Lev. 18:10

f. Daughter-in-law … Lev. 18:15

5. Divorce … Lev. 21:7; 22:13; Is. 50:1; 1 Cor. 7:10, 11

a. Not to remarry woman divorced by another man … Deut. 24:1–4

b. For committing adultery … Jer. 3:8; Matt. 19:3–9; Mark 10:2–12; Luke 16:8

B. Parent and child


1. Father has authority over child … Num. 30:3–5

2. Father to arrange marriage … Gen. 24:2–4

3. Parents to educate … Deut. 21:18–21; Prov. 22:6; Eph. 6:4

4. Parents to discipline … Deut. 21:18–21; Prov. 22:15

5. Children to honor parents … Ex. 20:12; 21:15

6. Children to be regarded as gift of God … Gen. 33:5; 48:9; Josh. 24:3

7. Penalty for children who dishonor parents … Lev. 20:9; Deut. 21:18–21

VI. Estates—Descent and Distribution Laws


A. Inheritance

1. Sons inherit father’s estate … Gen. 21:10–13; 1 Chr. 5:1

2. Double portion to firstborn … Deut. 21:15–17

3. Wife not heir, but descends with property to next of kin … Ruth 4:1–12

4. Daughters heirs when no sons … Num. 27:8, 9

5. When no sons or daughters, inheritance to nearest relative … Num. 27:9–11

B. Real property—titles


1. Real estate

a. Land divided among tribes … Num. 26:52–56; Josh. 14:5

b. Not transferable … Num. 36:6–9

c. Not permanently sold … Lev. 25:23–28

d. Value of land according to years after Jubilee … Lev. 25:15, 16

e. Release of land … Lev. 25:8–34

f. Mode of transfer

(1) Deed made … Jer. 32:9–14

(2) Taking off sandal … Ruth 4:3–11

(3) Deed delivered in presence of witnesses … Jer. 32:10, 12

(4) Deed recorded … Jer. 32:14

2. Personal property (All property which is moveable, as against real property such as houses and lands)

a. Sale recognized … Lev. 25:14

b. Pledges of:

(1) Children given as … 2 Kin. 4:1–7

(2) Upper and lower millstone prohibited … Deut. 24:6

(3) Not retained overnight … Ex. 22:26, 27; Deut. 24:13

(4) Voluntary … Deut. 24:10, 11

VII. Social Security and Welfare Laws


A. Widows and orphans … Ex. 22:22, 23; Deut. 14:28, 29; Acts 6:1–4; 1 Tim. 5:3–16

1. Widow to marry nearest relative … Deut. 25:5–10

2. Widow and orphans not to be oppressed … Zech. 7:9–12; Mal. 3:5

B. Neighbors … Lev. 19:13

C. The poor … Ex. 22:25–27; Lev. 19:9, 10; Deut. 15:7–11; Luke 3:11; 14:13, 14

D. Strangers or aliens … Lev. 19:33, 34; Deut. 24:19–22; Zech. 7:9–12

E. Poor and needy … Deut. 24:14, 15

F. Servants … Deut. 24:14, 15

G. Handicapped


1. Blind … Lev. 19:14; Deut. 27:18; Luke 14:13, 14

2. Deaf … Lev. 19:14

3. Lame … Luke 14:12–14

VIII. Law Pertaining to Contracts


A. Debts … Ex. 22:25; Deut. 15:1–3; Neh. 5:10, 11

B. With neighbors … Deut. 15:1–3

C. With foreigners … Deut. 15:1–3

D. Interest … Ex. 22:25; Lev. 25:35–37; Deut. 23:19, 20; Ezek. 18:10–13

E. Loans … Ex. 22:25; Deut. 23:19, 20; 2 Kin. 4:1–7; Neh. 5:2–5

F. Mortgages … Neh. 5:2–5

G. Pledges (See VI. B. 2)

H. Sales … Lev. 25:14

I. Sales of land … Lev. 25:23–28; Ruth 4:3–11; Jer. 32:9–14

J. Of servitude … Ex. 21:2–4; Deut. 15:12

K. Sureties … Prov. 6:1, 2; 17:18


IX. Religious Laws


A. Clean and unclean meat … Lev. 11:2–31; Deut. 14:3–21

B. Forbidden foods

1. Fat and blood … Lev. 17:10–14

2. Flesh torn by beasts … Ex. 22:31

3. Fruit of young trees … Lev. 19:23–25

C. Sacred obligations

1. Firstborn … Ex. 34:19, 20

2. Firstfruits … Ex. 34:26; Deut. 18:4

3. Tithes … Gen. 14:19, 20; Lev. 27:30–33; 2 Chr. 31:4–12; Mal. 3:8–11; Matt. 23:23

4. Atonement money … Ex. 30:12–16

5. Freewill offering … Lev. 22:17–20; Num. 15:1–4

D. Sacred calendar

1. Sabbath … Gen. 2:1–3; Ex. 16:23; Lev. 23:3; Num. 28:9, 10; Deut. 5:12–15; Neh. 10:31; Ezek. 46:3

a. Punishment for not keeping … Num. 15:32–36

b. Made for man … Mark 2:23–28

c. Healing on the Sabbath … Luke 13:14–17; 14:3–5; John 5:8–16

2. Passover … Ex. 12:1–14; Deut. 16:1–8; Ezek. 45:21, 24; Luke 22:7–18

3. Feast of Unleavened Bread … Ex. 34:18

4. Feast of Weeks … Deut. 16:9–11

5. Feast of Tabernacles … Lev. 23:33–44; Num. 29:12–40; Deut. 16:13–17

6. Sabbatical (seventh) Year … Ex. 21:2–6; 23:10, 11; Lev. 25:1–7; Deut. 15:1–14; 2 Chr. 36:21; Neh. 10:31

7. Day of Atonement … Lev. 23:26–32

E. Crimes against God


1. Worship of false gods … Ex. 20:1–5 Penalty … Ex. 22:20

2. Spiritualism … Lev. 20:27 Penalty … Ex. 22:18

3. Blasphemy … Lev. 24:16; Deut. 5:11

… Penalty … Lev. 24:16

X. Laws Pertaining to Legal Procedure


A. Judges appointed … Ex. 18:36–26; 2 Chr. 19:4–11

1. Moses, first judge … Ex. 18:13–27

2. Priests judge in small matters … Ex. 18:22

3. King as judge … 1 Kin. 7:1–7

B. Submission of cases

1. Ordinary cases submitted to judges … Deut. 25:1, 2

2. Exceptional cases taken to Levitical priest for verdict … Deut. 17:8–11

3. Extreme cases submitted to the LORD for decision … Num. 5:11–31; Deut. 21:1–9

4. Judges must not pervert justice … Ex. 23:6–8

5. Bribery forbidden … Deut. 16:18–20

C. Where courts were held

1. At gate of city … Deut. 21:19

2. In Hall of Judgment … 1 Kin. 7:7

D. Judgments

1. Regarded as from God … Deut. 1:17

2. Righteous to be justified and wicked condemned … Deut. 25:1

3. Sentence to be executed … Deut. 25:2, 3

E. Appeals

1. To Moses … Ex. 18:26

2. To priests … Deut. 17:8–11

3. To the king … 1 Kin. 3:16–27

F. Damages

1. For disfiguring a person … Lev. 24:19, 20

2. For stealing … Ex. 22:4, 5

3. Kindling a fire which destroys property … Ex. 22:6

4. Breach of trust … Lev. 6:1–5

5. Killing an animal … Ex. 21:35, 36; Lev. 24:18, 21

6. Loss of animal falling into pit … Ex. 21:33, 34

7. Loss of borrowed property … Ex. 22:14

G. Methods of punishment

1. Infliction in kind … Gen. 9:6; Lev. 24:19, 20

2. Burning … Lev. 20:14

3. Mutilation … Deut. 25:11, 12

4. Hanging … Deut. 21:22, 23

5. Stoning … Lev. 24:16

6. Beating … Deut. 25:2, 3

7. Excommunication … Ezra 10:8

8. Imprisonment … Ezra 7:26

9. Compensation for damages … Ex. 21:19, 32, 36

10. Restitution for stolen or borrowed property … Ex. 22:12, 14, 15

H. Method of protection


1. Cities of refuge appointed … Num. 35:6–15

2. Protection till trial could be held … Num. 35:12

3. Murderer unprotected … Num. 35:30, 31

4. Unintentional manslayer remained in city of refuge till death of high priest … Josh. 20:1–6

XI. Tort Laws


A. Assault … Ex. 21:18, 19

B. Compensation … Ex. 21:18, 19, 32

C. Damage by animals … Ex. 21:32

D. Damage by fire … Ex. 22:6

E. Injury to animals … Ex. 21:33–36; Lev. 24:18, 21

F. Loss of borrowed property … Ex. 22:14, 15

G. Personal injury … Lev. 24:19, 20

H. Rights of strangers … Lev. 24:22


XII. Laws of Sanitation and Cleanliness


A. Cleansing of the woman after childbirth … Lev. 12:1–8

B. Test for leprosy … Lev. 13:1–59

C. Cleansing of the leper’s house … Lev. 14:33–57

D. Cleansing of males with discharge … Lev. 15:1–15

E. Laws concerning the woman during menstruation … Lev. 15:24–33


XIII. Laws Pertaining to Animals


A. Beasts of burden … Ex. 23:12; Deut. 25:4

B. Beasts of the field … Ex. 23:11

C. Mother and young … Lev. 22:28; Deut. 22:6, 7

D. Enemy’s animals … Ex. 23:4, 5; Deut. 22:4


XIV. Laws Concerning Interest and Loans


Interest on money was called usury in biblical times. (Now usury means excess interest.)

A. Taking of interest forbidden among Jews … Ex. 22:25; Deut. 23:19, 20

The money was borrowed for relief of distress.

B. Allowed to be taken from foreigners … Deut. 23:20

Money was borrowed by foreigner to develop trade.

C. Property returned without interest … Neh. 5:11–13

D. Differing weights and measures forbidden … Deut. 25:13–16





Between the Testaments

The four hundred years between the prophecy of Malachi and the advent of Christ are frequently described as “silent, ” but they were in fact crowded with activity. Although no inspired prophet arose in Israel during those centuries, and the Old Testament was regarded as complete, events took place which gave to later Judaism its distinctive ideology and providentially prepared the way for the coming of Christ and the proclamation of His gospel.

The Persian Period

The Jews fared well under Persian rule. Cyrus had given them permission to return to Jerusalem and rebuild their temple and, although they met opposition from the inhabitants of Palestine, it was dedicated during the reign of Darius the Great. Ezra, the scribe, and Nehemiah, the layman, sought to strengthen the Palestinian Jewish community and encourage their loyalty to the Law of God. For about a century-and-a-half after Nehemiah’s time, the Persian Empire exercised control over Judea, and the Jews were permitted to observe their religious ordinances without interference. Judea was ruled by high priests who were responsible to the Persian government, a fact which insured the Jews a large measure of autonomy. At the same time, however, it made a political office of the priesthood and sowed the seeds of future trouble. Contests for the office of high priest were marked by jealousy, intrigue, and even murder. Johanan, son of Joiada (Neh. 12:22), is reported to have slain his brother, Joshua, within the temple precincts.

Johanan was succeeded as high priest by his brother, Jaddua, whose brother Manasseh, according to Josephus, married the daughter of Sanballat, governor of Samaria. It was at this time that a Samaritan temple was built on Mount Gerizim which, rather than Zion, was regarded as sacred by the Samaritan community. The sanctuary on Mount Gerizim was destroyed by the Hasmonaean ruler John Hyrcanus (134–104 B.C.), but the mount itself continues to this day to be regarded as sacred by the Samaritans. The woman of Samaria wished to dispute with Jesus concerning the merits of the rival holy places, but the Saviour chose to emphasize the spiritual attitude of the worshiper rather than the place of worship (cf. John 4:20). The Sanballat of Josephus cannot have been the same individual as the man of the same name mentioned by Nehemiah (4:1). Josephus does, however, appear to reflect a valid tradition, for a temple seems to have been built on Mount Gerizim about this time. (In 1969 the Samaritans numbered fewer than 300.)

Persia’s failure to conquer Greece encouraged subject peoples to seek their independence. Egypt was constantly attempting to throw off the Persian yoke, and Judea, geographically between the two powers, could not escape involvement. During the reign of Artaxerxes III (Ochus), many Jews were implicated in a revolt against Persia. When it failed, the Persians deported them to Babylonia and the southern shores of the Caspian Sea.

Jews had long been in Egypt. Following the murder of Gedaliah, the prophet Jeremiah was forced to join a group of refugees, who sought asylum at Tahpanhes in the eastern Delta (Jer. 43:4–13), and other Judeans doubtless found their way to Egypt to avoid capture by Nebuchadnezzar. Migration continued during the Persian Period, and by the fifth century before Christ a Jewish colony of mercenary soldiers was located at Elephantine Island, near modern Aswan, at the First Cataract of the Nile. Contrary to the Mosaic Law, these colonists built a temple for themselves, and they combined their devotion to the God of their fathers with pagan elements. The Elephantine Jews had correspondence with the Samaritans as well as the Judeans.

Alexander the Great

Persia never succeeded in subduing the Greeks, but an heir of Greek culture, Alexander of Macedon, eventually brought to an end the Persian Empire. Alexander was not simply a power-mad despot. A pupil of the philosopher Aristotle, he was thoroughly convinced that Greek culture was the one force that could unify the world. In 333 B.C. he passed from Macedonia into Asia Minor and defeated the Persian armies stationed there. Then he moved southward through Syria and Palestine to Egypt. Tyre and Gaza each offered stubborn resistance, but delays did not discourage Alexander, they simply strengthened his determination to win. There was no need for a campaign against the Jews, and legend makes Alexander a friend of the Jewish people. Jaddua, the high priest, is said to have come out to meet Alexander, telling him of Daniel’s prophecy that the Greek army would be victorious (Dan. 8). Although historians do not take the story seriously, it does illustrate the friendly feelings between the Jews and the Macedonian conqueror. Alexander permitted the Jews to observe their laws, granted them exemption from tribute during sabbatical years, and, when he built Alexandria in Egypt (331 B.C.), he encouraged Jews to settle there and gave them privileges comparable to those of his Greek subjects.

Alexander was welcomed into Egypt as a deliverer from Persian oppression. His victorious armies retraced their steps through Palestine and Syria, then moved eastward. The cities of Babylon and Persia fell to Alexander, and he pressed on as far as the Punjab region of India. Although mighty in battle, it was Hellenistic culture rather than Macedonian rule that was Alexander’s legacy to the Middle East. He determined to found a new city in each country of his empire, which would serve as a model for the reordering of the life of the country as a whole along Greek lines. Materially speaking, this meant the erection of fine public buildings, a gymnasium for games, an open-air theater, and whatever would approximate the life of a Greek city-state. Individuals were encouraged to take Greek names, adopt Greek dress and language —in short, to become Hellenized.

The material aspects of Hellenism must have seemed attractive for large segments of the population. Trade and commerce brought wealth to the new merchant class. Libraries and schools were welcomed by the scholar. Better housing and better food brought about a rise in the standard of living. Many in Israel, as elsewhere, were glad to accept this veneer of Greek culture. If idolatry had been the stumbling block to Israel in the preexilic period, Hellenism was the great postexilic temptation. A third-century B.C. writer observed, “In recent times, under the foreign rule of the Persians, and then of the Macedonians, by whom the Persian Empire was overthrown, intermingling with other races has led to many of the traditional Jewish ordinances losing their hold.” Many Jews took Greek names, accepted a school of Greek philosophy, and tried to combine the wisdom of Greece with the faith of their fathers. Others resisted Hellenism and became more and more engrossed in the study of their Law.

At the age of thirty-three, Alexander died in Babylon. For a number of years the future of the Near East was uncertain, but the generals succeeded in dividing the Empire among themselves and the tide of Hellenism increased. While the Ptolemies of Egypt and the Seleucids of Syria fought among themselves for land and power, they were in complete agreement concerning their social and cultural mission. The historian W. W. Tarn says that Alexander “so changed the world [that] nothing after him could be as it was before.”

The Ptolemies

Following the death of Alexander, Judea was first subject to Antigonus, one of his generals, but it quickly fell to another general, Ptolemy I, surnamed Soter, “Deliverer, ” who seized Jerusalem on a Sabbath day in 320 B.C. Ptolemy, whose kingdom centered in Egypt, dealt kindly with the Jews. Many of them settled in Alexandria, which continued to be an important center of Jewish thought for many centuries. Under Ptolemy II (Philadelphus) the Alexandrian Jews translated their Old Testament into Greek. This translation was later known as the Septuagint from the legend of seventy (more correctly seventy-two, six from each of the twelve tribes) who were sent from Judea to produce the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures.

The Jews in Palestine enjoyed a period of prosperity during Ptolemaic times. Tribute tax was paid to the government in Egypt, but local affairs were administered by high priests who had been responsible for governing their people since Persian times. The greatest figure among the Jews of the Ptolemaic period was Simon the Just, the high priest who is the subject of highest praise in the apocryphal book of Ecclesiasticus, which calls him, “Great among his brethren and the glory of his people.” He is credited with rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem, which had been demolished by Ptolemy I, and is said to have repaired the temple and directed the excavation of a great reservoir to provide fresh water for Jerusalem in times of drought and siege. In addition to his reputation as high priest, Simon is also regarded as one of the great teachers of ancient Judaism. His favorite maxim was, “The world rests on three things, on the Law, on Divine Service, and on Charity” (Pirke Aboth, i. 2). The identity of Simon the Just poses a historical problem. A high priest known as Simon I lived during the middle of the third century, and Simon II lived about 200 B.C. One of these is doubtless the Simon the Just of Jewish tradition and legend.

During Ptolemaic times the priestly families of Onias and Tobias became bitter rivals. The house of Tobias was pro-Egyptian and represented the wealthy class of Jerusalem society. It may have been related to Tobiah the Ammonite (Neh. 2:10, 4:3, 7; 6:1–19), who gave so much trouble to Nehemiah. A papyrus from the time of Ptolemy II speaks of a Jew named Tobias, who was a cavalry commander in the Ptolemaic army stationed at Ammanitis, east of the Jordan. Archaeologists have discovered a mausoleum with the name “Tobiah” from the third century B.C. at Araq el-Emir in central Jordan. The Tobiahs are thought to have been tax collectors, occupying the same function as the New Testament tax gatherers.

Josephus states that Onias II refused to pay Ptolemy IV twenty talents of silver, which was evidently the tribute tax demanded of the high priests. By refusing payment, Onias seems to have renounced allegiance to Ptolemy. Joseph, a member of the house of Tobias, then succeeded in having himself appointed tax collector for the whole of Palestine. The tax collector had to go to Alexandria each year to bid for the renewal of the license to gather taxes. Joseph held this influential post for twenty years, under the Ptolemies and, after the victory of Antiochus III, under the Seleucids.

The Seleucids

The Syrian rulers are termed Seleucids because their kingdom, one of the successor states to Alexander’s empire, was founded by Seleucus I (Nicator). Most of the early rulers bore the names of Seleucus or Antiochus, and they ruled from Antioch on the Orontes River. The energetic ruler Antiochus III, surnamed “the Great, ” waged a series of battles with Egypt until, in 199 B.C., he wrested Palestine from the Ptolemies after the Battle of Panion, near the sources of the Jordan River. This marked the beginning of a new era of Jewish history for, while the Ptolemies had been tolerant of Jewish institutions, the Seleucids determined to enforce Hellenism on the Jews.

The crisis came during the reign of Antiochus IV, surnamed Epiphanes, who found allies in the Hellenistic party in Judea. In the early days of the reign of Antiochus IV, Jerusalem was ruled by the high priest, Onias III, a descendant of Simon the Just and a strictly orthodox Jew. The Jews, who looked with favor on Greek culture, opposed Onias and espoused the cause of his brother, Jason. By promising large tribute to Antiochus, Jason succeeded in having himself appointed high priest. Although Antiochus looked upon the high priesthood as a political office which he had a right to fill as he pleased, pious Jews thought of the priesthood as divine in origin and considered its sale to the highest bidder a sin against God.

Jason encouraged the Hellenists who had sought his election. A gymnasium was built in Jerusalem, Greek names became commonplace, and Hebrew orthodoxy was considered obscurantist and obsolete. Yet, Jason argued with his close companion and fellow-Hellenist, Menelaus, of the tribe of Benjamin, who offered higher tribute to Antiochus than that paid by Jason, and had himself installed as high priest.

The orthodox Jews, who had been scandalized when Jason was named high priest, were more deeply disturbed when Menelaus, a Benjamite with no claim to priestly office, was installed. Jason raised an army to back his claim to the high priesthood, and Menelaus courted the favor of Antiochus. The Syrians, who were campaigning against Egypt, felt it essential to maintain effective control of Palestine. Antiochus staged a sneak attack on Jerusalem one Sabbath day (when the orthodox would not fight), and slaughtered a large number of the enemies of Menelaus. The city walls were destroyed, and a new fortress, the Akra, was built on the site of the citadel.

Antiochus was determined to remove all traces of orthodox Jewish faith. Israel’s God was identified with Jupiter, and a bearded image of the pagan deity (perhaps in the likeness of Antiochus) was erected on the temple altar, where swine were offered in sacrifice. Jews were forbidden, under penalty of death, to practice circumcision, Sabbath observance, or the celebration of the Feasts of the Jewish calendar. Copies of the Scriptures were ordered destroyed. The laws were enforced with the utmost cruelty. An aged scribe named Eleazar was flogged to death because he would not eat swine’s flesh.

By force of arms, Menelaus continued as high priest and the Hellenizing party gained a victory. Yet, the Hellenizers had gone too far, and their zeal to annihilate the old order proved their own undoing. The orthodox were willing to die for their faith, but not all were convinced that they should die passively.

The Maccabean Revolt

The oppressed Jews were not long in finding a champion. When the emissaries of Antiochus arrived at the village of Modin, about fifteen miles west of Jerusalem, they expected the aged priest, Mattathias, to set a good example to his people by coming forward to offer a pagan sacrifice. When Mattathias refused, a timid Jew came forward to perform the sacrifice. The enraged priest approached the altar and killed both the apostate Jew and the emissary of Antiochus. With his five sons, Mattathias destroyed the heathen altar and then fled to the hills to avoid reprisal. Others of orthodox persuasion joined the family of Mattathias in waging guerrilla warfare on the Syrians and the Hellenistic Jews who supported them. The orthodox would not fight on the Sabbath day, with the result that they were at a distinct military disadvantage. On one Sabbath, a group of the orthodox was surrounded and murdered, for they would not defend themselves. Following this episode, Mattathias suggested the principle that fighting in self-defense was permissible on the Sabbath day.

Soon after the beginning of the revolt, Mattathias died. He had urged his followers to choose as military leader his third son, Judas (Hebrew Judah), known as “the Maccabee, ” a word usually interpreted to mean “the hammer.” The choice was a good one, for more and more Jews rallied to the cause. The Maccabees, as the followers of Judas were called, were able to hold their own against a series of Syrian armies thrown against them. By a surprise night attack, Judas annihilated an army of Syrians and Hellenistically minded Jews at Emmaus, and then marched toward Jerusalem with the booty he had seized. The Maccabees entered the city and took everything except the Akra. They entered the temple and removed all the signs of paganism which had been installed there. The altar dedicated to Jupiter was removed and a new altar erected to Israel’s God. The statue of Jupiter was ground to dust. Beginning with the twenty-fifth of Kislev (December), they celebrated an eight-day Feast of Dedication, known as Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights. In this way they marked the end of the three-year period during which the Temple had been desecrated.

Peace was short-lived. The Syrian general, Lysias, defeated the Maccabees in a battle near Jerusalem, and besieged the city. During the siege, however, Lysias learned of trouble at home and made an offer of peace to the Jews. The laws against the observance of Judaism would be repealed, and Syria would refrain from interference in the internal affairs of Judea. Menelaus was to be removed from office and the high priesthood given to a mild Hellenizer named Alcimus. Lysias promised that Judas and his followers would not be punished. However, the walls of Jerusalem would be destroyed.

A council comprising Maccabean army officers, respected scribes, and elders of the orthodox party was convened at Jerusalem to determine the action to be taken. Against the counsel of Judas, the peace terms were accepted. Alcimus became High Priest; Menelaus was executed, and Judas left the city with a few followers. The fears of Judas proved correct, for Alcimus seized and executed many of the orthodox party. Loyal Jews again turned to Judas and civil war was renewed. Judas, with an ill-equipped army of eight hundred men, met a large Syrian army and died in battle. Thus, the first phase of the Maccabean struggle was ended.

Jonathan, a brother of Judas, fled across the Jordan with several hundred Maccabean soldiers. They were ill-equipped to wage battle, but the next victories were in the field of diplomacy. Two pretenders to the Syrian throne each sought help from the Jews. They saw in Jonathan the man best able to raise and lead a Jewish army. By playing a delaying action, Jonathan was able to support the winning candidate and at the same time make treaties with Sparta and Rome. Before the war was over, Jonathan was High Priest, governor of Judea, and a member of the Syrian nobility. His brother, Simon, became governor of the Philistine coastal area. Jonathan was able to promote the internal prosperity of Judah, and when he died his brother, Simon, succeeded him as ruling High Priest.

Simon was advanced in years when he came to the throne. His major victory was in the field of diplomacy, for by recognizing Demetrius as rightful king of Syria he secured for the Jews immunity from taxation which amounted to an acknowledgment of independence. Simon was able also to starve out the Syrian garrison at the Akra and to occupy the cities of Joppa and Bethsura. In recognition of his wise rule, the leaders in Israel named Simon, “leader and High Priest for ever, until there shall arise a faithful prophet.” Simon was the last of the sons of Mattathias, and this act legitimized a new dynasty which is termed Hasmonaean, presumably derived from an ancestor of the Maccabees named Asmonaeus or, in Hebrew, Hashmon. In 134 B.C., Simon and two of his sons were murdered by an ambitious son-in-law. A third son, John Hyrcanus, managed to escape and succeed his father as hereditary head of the Jewish state.

The Hasmonaeans

The Syrians recognized the government of John Hyrcanus on condition that he consider himself subject to Syria and promise help in Syrian military campaigns. Certain coastal cities annexed by Jonathan and Simon were also to be relinquished. The efficient rule of Hyrcanus, however, quickly effected the re-conquest of these cities and the addition of Idumaea (Old Testament Edom) to Judean territory. These conquests ensured the use of ancient trade routes by the merchant class, but they posed problems to the religiously oriented Jews. Hyrcanus compelled the Idumaeans to become circumcised and accept the Jewish faith, a practice which later Judaism disavows. Hyrcanus also campaigned in Samaria, where he destroyed the temple on Mount Gerizim. The success of Jewish arms might be applauded by the nationalistic element in Judea, but the religious fervor of the earlier Maccabees was no longer evident.

Before John Hyrcanus died in 104 B.C., the borders of the state had been extended on every side. The Maccabean struggle was long past and new rivalries developed. The older Hellenists were discredited, but their ideas were perpetuated in the party of the Sadducees. The orthodox of Maccabean times became the Pharisees of pre-Christian Judaism and the New Testament. Hyrcanus was devout and law-abiding, but his children had little sympathy with traditional Hebrew thought. They numbered themselves among the aristocrats, and they came to look with disdain on the rigidly orthodox Pharisees. Ironically, these heirs of the Maccabees became thoroughly Hellenized.

The death of John Hyrcanus precipitated a dynastic struggle among his children. His eldest son, who preferred his Greek name Aristobulus to his Hebrew name, Judah, emerged as victor and threw three of his brothers into prison—two of whom are thought to have starved to death. Another brother was murdered in the palace. In his short reign of but one year, Aristobulus pushed the borders of Judea north to Mount Lebanon and took the title of king. His life was cut short, however, by drink, disease, and the haunting fear of rebellion.

At the time of Aristobulus’ death he had but one brother living, and he was in prison. Although his Hebrew name was Jonathan, history knows him by his Greek name Alexander Jannaeus. Under Jannaeus the policy of territorial expansion continued. The frontiers of Judea were extended along the Philistine coast toward the Egyptian frontier and in the Trans-jordan region. The Jewish state approximated the territory controlled by Israel in the days of David and Solomon. It included the whole of Palestine and adjacent areas from the borders of Egypt to Lake Huleh, north of the Sea of Galilee. Perea in Trans-jordan was subject to Jannaeus, as were the cities of the Coastal Plain except for Ascalon.

The territories incorporated into the Hasmonaean kingdom were, for the most part, quickly Judaised. The Idumaeans came to exercise an important place in Jewish life, and Galilee became an important center of Judaism. The Samaritans, however, continued to resist assimilation and cities such as Apollonia and Scythopolis (Old Testament Beth Shean), with only a small Jewish element in their population, kept their non-Jewish character.

Partisan strife marred the reign of Alexander Jannaeus, who showed open contempt for the Pharisees, precipitating civil war. The Pharisees accepted aid from the Syrians in their conflict with Jannaeus, and for a time Jewish independence was in the balance. When the Pharisees felt that they had gained their point, they withdrew their alliance with Syria and hoped for a Jewish state that would be both free of foreign control and tolerant of their viewpoint. Jannaeus sought out the leaders of the rebellion and crucified eight hundred Pharisees. Tradition says that Jannaeus repented on his deathbed, instructing his wife, Salome Alexandra, to dismiss his Sadducean advisors and reign with the help of the Pharisees. The tradition may have no historical basis, but Alexandra did turn to the Pharisees for support.

Salome Alexandra had been married successively to Aristobulus and to Alexander Jannaeus. The widow of two Hasmonaean rulers, she reigned in her own right for seven years. She was a woman of seventy when she came to the throne, dividing royal responsibilities between her two sons. Hyrcanus, the older son, became High Priest, and his brother, Aristobulus, received the military command. Her brother, Simeon ben Shetah, was a leader among the Pharisees and this fact may have disposed her to seek peace between the opposing factions of Judaism.

Under Alexandra, the Pharisees had their opportunity to make a constructive contribution to Jewish life. In many areas, particularly education, they were eminently successful. Under the presidency of Simeon ben Shetah, the Sanhedrin (the Jewish Council of State) decreed that every young man should be educated. A comprehensive system of elementary education was inaugurated so that the larger villages, towns, and cities of Judea would produce a literate, informed people. This education was centered in the Hebrew Scriptures.

The wounds of earlier strife were not healed during Alexandra’s reign. Although the Pharisees were happy in their new-found recognition, the Sadducees were resentful of the fact that they had lost power. To compound the problem, the Pharisees sought to avenge the massacre of their leaders by Alexander Jannaeus. Sadducean blood was spilt and the makings of another civil war were in the air.

The Sadducees found in Aristobulus, the younger son of Jannaeus and Alexandra, the man they could support as Alexandra’s successor. He was a soldier and appealed to the party that dreamed of imperial expansion and worldly power. Hyrcanus, the older brother and rightful heir, was acceptable to the Pharisees. With the death of Alexandra, the partisans of the two sons were ready for a showdown.

When his mother died, Hyrcanus (II), who had been serving as High Priest, succeeded to the throne, but his brother, Aristobulus, led an army of Sadducees against Jerusalem. Neither Hyrcanus nor the Pharisees were ready for war, and Hyrcanus surrendered his honors to Aristobulus (II), who became king and High Priest. Hyrcanus and Aristobulus thereupon vowed eternal friendship, and Aristobulus’s eldest son, Alexander, married Hyrcanus’s only daughter, Alexandra. Peace between the brothers was short-lived. Hyrcanus had to flee and Antipater, governor of Idumaea, espoused his cause. With civil war threatening, Pompey appeared with his Roman Legions to ensure the peace of Judea and further the aims of Rome.

The Romans

When Pompey suspected Aristobulus of planning to rebel against Rome, he besieged Jerusalem. After three months, he breached the fortifications, entered the city, and reportedly murdered twelve thousand Jews. Pompey and his officers entered the Holy of Holies in the Temple, but he did not touch its costly furnishings and allowed Temple worship to continue. Jerusalem, however, was made tributary to the Romans, and the last vestige of Jewish independence was removed. Judea was incorporated into the Roman province of Syria and it lost the coastal cities, the district of Samaria, and the non-Jewish cities east of the Jordan. Hyrcanus was named Ethnarch of Judea, including Galilee, Idumaea, and Perea, and was confirmed again as High Priest. A yearly tribute was due Rome. Aristobulus and a number of other captives were taken to Rome to grace Pompey’s triumph. During the voyage, Aristobulus’s son Alexander escaped and attempted to organize a revolt against Hyrcanus. With the aid of the Romans, Hyrcanus was able to meet this challenge to his authority.

During the years of strife between Aristobulus (II) and Hyrcanus (II), the Idumaean governor Antipater (or Antipas) took a lively interest in the politics of Judea. Antipater was bitterly opposed to Aristobulus, partly through fear and partly because of his friendship with Hyrcanus. It appears that Hyrcanus relied much on Antipater, and that he was virtually the power behind the throne of Judea. The Jews resented the influence of Antipater almost as much as they smarted under Roman sovereignty. Although the Idumaeans had been incorporated into the Jewish state by John Hyrcanus, they had never been assimilated and ancient rivalries were not forgotten.

In the crisis which followed the murder of Julius Caesar, Antipater and his sons showed loyalty to the new regime of Cassius by zealously collecting tribute taxes. Herod, a son of Antipater, was given the title Procurator of Judea with the promise that he would one day be named king. When Anthony defeated Brutus and Cassius at Philippi, Asia again fell into the hands of a new regime. Herod, however, quickly changed loyalties and bribed his way into favor with Anthony.

The eastern part of the once mighty Persian Empire was occupied by a people known as Parthians, who had never been subdued by Rome. In 41 B.C. they attacked Jerusalem and made Antigonus, son of Aristobulus II, both king and High Priest. Herod, the son of Antipater, who had inherited the throne of Judea at the death of Hyrcanus, was forced to flee to Rome. There he won the favor of Anthony and was officially named “King of the Jews, ” although the title would have meaning only after the Parthians were driven out. Herod returned to Judea with Roman arms and triumphantly entered Jerusalem as king.

Herod’s rule spanned the eventful years from 37 B.C. to 4 B.C. He is best known as the king who feared the birth of a rival “King of the Jews” and decreed the murder of infants in Bethlehem at the time of the birth of Jesus. While that act of Herod cannot be documented from secular records, his other atrocities are well known. He had ten wives in all, and the Emperor Augustus is reported to have commented of his family life, “I’d rather be Herod’s hog than his son.” The hog was an unclean animal and would not be butchered, but Herod’s wives and children were violently removed when they interfered with his plans or were suspected of disloyalty.

Although detested by his Jewish subjects, Herod did seek to win their favor. He built and rebuilt cities throughout the land: Samaria became Sebaste in honor of Augustus; Straton’s Tower became Caesarea, with a harbor protected by a moat and a wall with ten towers. Fortresses, baths, parks, market places, roads, and other luxuries of Hellenistic culture were part of his building program.

In the eighteenth year of his reign (20–19 B.C.), Herod began the work of rebuilding, on a grand scale, the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem. The main edifice was built by priests in a year and a half, but the work on the entire complex of courts and buildings was not completed until the procuratorship of Albinus (A.D. 62–64), less than a decade before it was totally destroyed by the armies of Titus (A.D. 70).

The Jewish Sects

The Pharisees, Sadducees, Herodians, and Zealots, who play so important a part in the gospel records, all have their origin during the two centuries before the birth of Christ. They represent different reactions to the continuing clash between Hellenism and Jewish religious life. While the Maccabean struggle had settled the political problem of the relationship between the Syrian Seleucids and Judea, it forced upon Judaism the necessity of determining its own relationship to the outside world.

The Pharisees

A party bearing the name of Pharisee is first mentioned during the reign of John Hyrcanus (134—104 B.C.), and it is evident that even then there was an antagonism between the “orthodox” Pharisee and the more open-minded Sadducee. The word Pharisee means “separated one, ” and the name probably meant, in the first instance, one who had separated himself from the corrupting influence of Hellenism in his zeal for the biblical Law. Josephus says that the Pharisees “appear more religious than others, and seem to interpret the laws more accurately.”

Pharisees were punctilious in observing the laws regarding ceremonial purity. For this reason, they could not purchase items of food or drink from a “sinner” for fear of ceremonial defilement. Nor could a Pharisee eat in the house of a sinner, although he might entertain the sinner in his own home. Under such circumstances, the Pharisee would provide the sinner with clothes to wear, for the sinner’s clothes might be ceremonially impure.

With a sincere desire to make the Law workable within the changing culture of the Greco-Roman world, the Pharisees developed systems of tradition which sought to apply the Law to a variety of circumstances. During the first century before Christ, two influential Pharisaic teachers gave their names to two schools of legal thought. Hillel was the more moderate of the two, ever considerate of the poor and willing to accept Roman rule as compatible with Jewish orthodoxy. Shammai, on the other hand, was more strict in his interpretation and bitterly opposed to Rome. His viewpoint ultimately found expression in the sect of Zealots, whose resistance to the Romans brought on the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. The Talmud preserves the record of three hundred sixteen controversies between the schools of Hillel and Shammai.

Tradition, in Pharisaic thought, began as a commentary on the Law, but it was ultimately raised to the level of Law itself. To justify this teaching, it was maintained that the “oral law” was given by God to Moses on Mount Sinai along with the “written law” or Torah (Pirke Aboth, 1.1). The ultimate in this development is reached when the Mishna states that oral law must be observed with greater stringency than the written law, because statutory law (that is, oral tradition) affects the life of the ordinary man more intimately than the more remote constitutional law (the written Torah) (M. Sanhedrin, 10.3).

In addition to the charge that Pharisaism involved little more than a concern for the minutia of the Law, the New Testament affirms that tradition had largely neglected the real intent of the Law (Matt. 15:3). As in many worthy movements, the early piety of those who had separated themselves from impurity at great cost was exchanged for an attitude of pride in the observance of legal precepts.

Men such as Nicodemus, Joseph of Arimathea, Gamaliel, and Saul of Tarsus represent some of the nobler souls from the Pharisaic tradition in the New Testament. To Saul, later Paul the apostle, the Pharisee represented the epitome of orthodoxy, “the strictest sect of our religion” (Acts 26:5). Pharisaism began well, and its perversion is a constant reminder that self-complacency and spiritual pride are temptations to which the pious are particularly susceptible.

The Sadducees

Although Pharisees and Sadducees are frequently denounced together in the New Testament, they had little in common except their antagonism to Jesus. The Sadducees were the party of the Jerusalem aristocracy and the high priesthood. They had made their peace with the political rulers and had attained positions of wealth and influence. Temple administration and ritual were their specific responsibilities. The Sadducees held themselves aloof from the masses and were unpopular with them.

The Pharisaic attempts at applying the Law to new situations were rejected by the Sadducees, who restricted their concept of authority to the Torah, or Mosaic Law. They did not believe in resurrection, spirits, or angels (cf. Mark 12:18; Luke 20:27; Acts 23:8). Their faith was largely a series of negations with the result that they left no positive religious or political system.

While the Pharisees welcomed proselytes (Matt. 23:15), the Sadducean party was closed. None but members of the high priestly and aristocratic families of Jerusalem could become members. With the destruction of the Temple in A.D. 70, the Sadducean party came to an end. Modern Judaism traces its roots to the Pharisees.

The Essenes

Essenes and Pharisees both trace their roots to the orthodox leaders of Maccabean times, who stood their ground against Hellenism. Pharisees maintained a strict orthodoxy within the framework of historical Judaism. They maintained their separation from defilement, but not from the Jewish community itself. Even though the Temple worship was conducted by Sadducees, the Pharisees esteemed it a basic part of their religious inheritance. While the Pharisee might hold himself aloof from “sinners, ” he lived among them and coveted their esteem.

A more extreme reaction against the influences which tended to corrupt Jewish life was taken by a sect which the ancient writers Philo, Josephus, and Pliny call the Essenes. They seem to have lived for the most part in monastic communities such as the one which maintained headquarters at Qumran, near the northwest corner of the Dead Sea.

In seeking to explain Judaism to the Greek speaking world, Josephus spoke of three “philosophies”—those of the Pharisees, Sadducees, and the Essenes. The term “Essene” seems to have had quite an elastic usage, including various groups of monastically minded Jews, who varied among themselves in certain of their practices. Pliny says that the Essenes avoided women and did not marry, but Josephus speaks of an order of marrying Essenes. The excavations at Qumran indicate that women were enrolled in the Qumran community.

Ancient writers speak favorably of the Essenes, who lived a life of rigor and simplicity. Members of the community studied Scripture and other religious books. Each Essene was required to perform manual labor in order to make the community self-supporting. Community of goods was practiced, and strict discipline was enforced by an overseer. Those groups which renounced marriage adopted boys at an early age in order to inculcate and perpetuate the ideals of Essenism. Slavery and war were repudiated.

The Essenes welcomed proselytes, but the novice was required to undergo a period of strict probation before he could become a full-fledged member. Numerically, the Essenes were never large. Philo says that there were four thousand of them, and Pliny speaks of a community north of En Gedi, corresponding to the Qumran area. That there were other settlements is clear, for we are told that all members of the sect were welcome in any of the Essene colonies.

Nothing certain is known of the early history of the sect for, like all reform movements, it traces its origins back to remote times. Philo states that Moses instituted the order, and Josephus says that they existed “ever since the ancient times of the fathers.” It is certain that the Essene movement was at one time an extreme protest against the corruptions which were apparent in pre-Christian Judaism, and that ultimately many members withdrew from the Palestinian community life and sought spiritual purification in places such as the Qumran area.

Regarding themselves as the only true or pure Israel, the Essenes refused to cooperate with what they believed to be the corrupt religious observances at the Jerusalem Temple. The carefully regulated life at the Essene center seems to have served as a substitute for the Temple in the eyes of pious Essenes. The strictness of Essene discipline and the rigidity with which the Law was enforced are stressed by all who write about them. Josephus says that they were stricter than all Jews in abstaining from work on the Sabbath. A passage in the Damascus Document (which seems to be Essene in origin) says that it is unlawful to lift an animal from a pit on the Sabbath. Such a view was considered extreme, even by legalistic Pharisees (cf. Matt. 12:11).

The absence of Essenes from the main streams of Jewish life doubtless accounts for the fact that they are not mentioned in the New Testament or in the Jewish Talmud. Although the high morality of the Essenes is indeed commendable, the teaching and practice of Jesus was diametrically opposite to the legalism and asceticism of the Essene teaching. Although the Essenes considered that contact with a member of their own group of a lower order was ceremonially defiling, Jesus did not hesitate to eat and drink with “tax collectors and sinners” (Matt. 11:19; Luke 7:34). Although obedient to the Mosaic Law, Jesus had no sympathy with those who made of the Law a burden instead of a blessing. The Sabbath, according to Jesus, was made for man, and it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath Day (Matt. 12:1–12; Mark 2:23–28; Luke 6:6–11; 14:1–6).

Jesus denounced abuses in the Temple and prophesied its destruction, but He did not repudiate the Temple services. He came to Jerusalem for the great Jewish feasts, and after His resurrection, disciples still made their way to the Temple at the hour of prayer (cf. Acts 3). While asceticism and monasticism early gained a foothold in Christian thinking, Christianity in its earliest period was in no sense an ascetic movement. The ministry of Jesus was largely to the “common people, ” who were rejected by both Pharisee and Essene. Jesus was not ashamed to associate with the people of His generation, so the self-righteous called Him a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners (Matt. 11:19).

Other Sects

The New Testament mentions Herodians (Mark 3:6; Matt 22:16) and Zealots (Luke 6:15), groups of Jews at opposite ends of the political spectrum. The Herodians appear to have been Jews of influence and standing who were well disposed to the Herodian rule and, as a result, to the Romans who supported the Herods. The Zealots, on the other hand, were super patriots who determined to resist Rome at all costs. Their fanaticism brought on the war during which the army of Titus destroyed Jerusalem and its Temple (A.D. 70).

Chronology


Date • B.C.

612 • Nineveh destroyed by Medes and Babylonians

587 • Jerusalem destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar

559 • Cyrus inherits kingdom of Anshan; beginning of Persian Empire

539 • Babylon falls to Cyrus; end of Neo-Babylonian Empire

530–522 • Cambyses succeeds Cyrus; conquest of Egypt

521–486 • Darius I ruler of Persian Empire

515 • Second Temple completed by Jews in Jerusalem

486–464 • Xerxes I attempts the conquest of Greece; time of Esther

480 • Greek naval victory at Salamis; Xerxes flees

464–423 • Artaxerxes I rules Persia; age of Nehemiah

334–323 • Alexander of Macedon conquers the East

311 • Seleucus conquers Babylon; beginning of the Seleucid dynasty

223–187 • Antiochus (III) the Great, Seleucid ruler of Syria

198 • Antiochus III defeats Egypt, gains control of Palestine

175–163 • Antiochus (IV) Epiphanes rules Syria; Judaism is proscribed

167 • Mattathias and his sons rebel against Antiochus; beginning of Maccabean revolt

166–160 • Judas is Maccabees’ Leader

160–142 • Jonathan is High Priest

142–135 • Simon is High Priest; founds Hasmonaean dynasty

134–104 • John Hyrcanus expands holdings of independent Jewish state

103 • Aristobulus’s Rule

102–76 • Alexander Jannaeus’s Rule

75–67 • Salome Alexandra rules: Hyrcanus II High Priest

66–63 • Dynastic battle: Aristobulus II and Hyrcanus II

63 • Pompey invades Palestine; Roman rule begins

63–40 • Hyrcanus II rules, subject to Rome. Antipater exercises increasing power

40–37 • Parthians conquer Jerusalem; establish Aristohulus II as High Priest and king

37–4 • Herod the Great, son of Antipater, rules as king; subject to Rome





The Apocrypha

The term Apocrypha is used to designate a collection of ancient Jewish writings which were written between about 250 B.C. and the early Christian centuries. The apocryphal books have come to be regarded as inspired Scripture in the theology of the Roman Catholic Church, but the historic Protestant and Jewish viewpoint ascribes no real inspiration to them.

Why Protestants Reject the Apocrypha

While Protestants study the Apocrypha for the light it throws on the life and thought of pre-Christian Judaism, they reject it as inspired Scripture for the following reasons:

(1) The apocryphal books were not a part of the Old Testament of Jesus and the early Church. The threefold division of the Old Testament—the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings, still used in Hebrew Bibles and Jewish versions of the Old Testament—does not include the apocryphal books and never did. While the Apocrypha was known to Jesus and His disciples, they never quote from it as authoritative Scripture.

(2) Ancient Jewish writers who used the Greek Bible, notably Philo and Josephus, were acquainted with the Apocrypha but never quote it as Scripture. In fact, Josephus states that nothing had been added to Scripture “from Artaxerxes until our time.” The apocryphal book of Second Esdras mentions twenty-four books, corresponding to the Hebrew Bible as it is known today, and seventy other writings which are esoteric in nature (2 Esdras 14:44–48). It is significant that this apocryphal book shows an acquaintance with the acknowledged Old Testament canon as known in the synagogue and in the Protestant churches.

(3) Church Fathers, who were familiar with the Hebrew canon, clearly distinguish between canonical and apocryphal writings. The writings of Melito of Sardis, Cyril of Jerusalem, and St. Jerome show a recognition of the difference between inspired Scripture and Apocrypha.

(4) The apocryphal books were never declared to be authoritative Scripture until the Council of Trent (A.D. 1546). At that time the following apocryphal books were declared canonical: Tobit, Judith, The Wisdom of Solomon, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch (including the Letter of Jeremiah), First and Second Maccabees, the additions to Esther, and the additions to Daniel (viz. Susanna, The Song of the Three Young Men, and Bel and the Dragon). Many Roman Catholic scholars distinguish between proto-canonical books (i.e., our Old Testament) and deuterocanonical books (i.e., the Apocrypha).

(5) Most readers feel that the apocryphal books represent a lower level of writing than that of the canonical Scriptures. They contain numerous historical and geographical inaccuracies and anachronisms and do not breathe the prophetic spirit so evident in canonical writings.

The Westminster Confession (1643) states that “the books commonly called Apocrypha, not being of divine inspiration, are not part of the Canon of Scripture, and therefore are of no authority in the Church of God, or to be any otherwise approved or made use of than other human writing.” The Reformed Churches have not encouraged the use of the Apocrypha, and as a consequence it is seldom used in contemporary Protestantism. The Anglican Church in its Thirty-nine Articles takes a mediating position, holding that, “the Church doth read [the apocryphal books] for example of life and instruction of manners; but yet doth it not apply them to confess any doctrine.”

In addition to the books commonly called Apocrypha, there is a wide variety of other ancient literature, both Jewish and Christian, to which the name Pseudepigrapha is often applied. Apocrypha, Pseudepigrapha, sectarian literature from the Qumran Caves, and a wide variety of other ancient writings provide helpful material for understanding the world of the New Testament and the early Church. While not on a par with inspired Scripture, such writings merit close examination.

The Books Commonly Termed Apocrypha Are:

First Esdras (Vulgate, 3 Esdras). The first book of Esdras relates a series of episodes from Old Testament history, beginning with the passover celebrated in Jerusalem by Josiah (c. 621 B.C.) and ending with the public reading of the law by Ezra (c. 444 B.C.). It reproduces the substance of Second Chronicles 33:1–36:23, the whole of Ezra, and Nehemiah 7:73–8:12. An addition to the biblical narrative appears in First Esdras 3:1–5:6, the Tale of the Three Guardsmen. Three young men who were acting as bodyguards to King Darius were keeping themselves awake by debating what was the strongest force in the world. One said wine, because of its peculiar power over men; another suggested the king, with unlimited power over his subjects; and the third (Zerubbabel) affirmed that woman, who gives birth to man, is strongest, but truth is victor over all things. The king, who was asked to decide the winner, favored Zerubbabel’s answer and offered him any reward he might choose. Zerubbabel asked permission to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple. The section ends with a description of the Jews departing from Babylon en route to Jerusalem. Most scholars suggest that First Esdras was composed in Egypt some time after 150 B.C.

Second Esdras (Vulgate, 4 Esdras). The core of Second Esdras (chapters 3–14) purports to describe seven apocalyptic revelations granted to Ezra in Babylon. They are concerned with the problem of Israel’s suffering and attempt “to justify the ways of God to man.” The author was evidently a Jew, who looked forward to the advent of Israel’s Messiah and the period of blessedness which He would bring. The introduction (chapters 1 and 2) and the conclusion (chapters 15 and 16) contain additions written from a Christian viewpoint. The core was probably written in Aramaic toward the end of the first century A.D. About the middle of the second century, an introduction was added (in Greek), and a century later the concluding chapters were written. Oriental versions and many of the best Latin manuscripts contain only the core of the book.

Tobit. Tobit is a book of religious fiction, probably written in Aramaic during the second century B.C. It tells the story of a pious Jew of the tribe of Naphtali in Galilee who, with his wife Anna and their son Tobias, was taken to Nineveh by Shalmaneser (c. 721 B.C., 2 Kin. 18:9–12). In the land of exile they scrupulously obeyed the Jewish Law. When Tobit lost his eyesight, he sent his son to Rages in Media to obtain payment of a debt. An angel led him on to Ecbatana, where he fell in love with a beautiful widow whose seven husbands had successively been killed on their marriage day by an evil spirit. Tobias married the virgin-widow and escaped death by burning the inner part of a fish, the smoke of which put the evil spirit to flight. As an added blessing, the gall of the fish was used to cure the blindness of the aged Tobit.

Judith. The story of Judith was probably written in Hebrew by a Palestinian Jew during the years following the Maccabean revolt. It tells how Judith, a Jewish widow, delivered her people from the Assyrian commander, Holofernes, who was laying siege to Bethulia. Risking great personal danger, Judith made her way to the tent of Holofernes where she beguiled the Assyrian with her charms. Getting him into a drunken stupor, Judith took the sword of Holofernes, cut off his head, and brought it back to Bethulia as evidence that God had given His people victory over the Assyrians. Judith may be compared with biblical Jael, who killed the Caananite general Sisera (Judg. 4:17–22).

The Additions to the Book of Esther. During the second or the first century B.C., an Egyptian Jew translated the canonical Book of Esther into Greek, and at the same time interpolated a total of 107 verses into six places where he felt that a religious note should be added. These pious insertions mention the name of God and prayer, neither of which appear in the canonical Esther. The apocryphal additions add ten verses to Esther 10, and six additional chapters, numbered 11 to 16. In the Greek Septuagint, however, the supplementary verses are distributed through the text so as to make one continuous narration.

The Wisdom of Solomon. An Alexandrian Jew, sometime between 150 and 50 B.C., composed an ethical treatise which he named The Wisdom of Solomon in order to gain for it a wider reading. He sought to protect the Jews in Egypt from falling into skepticism, materialism, and idolatry, and to teach his pagan readers the truth of Judaism and the folly of heathenism. The book begins with an exhortation to the rulers of the earth to seek wisdom and follow righteousness. Its theology is based on the Old Testament with modifications derived from Greek philosophical ideas current in Alexandria. Unlike the Old and New Testaments which honor the body, the Wisdom of Solomon (The New American Bible) regards it as something that “weighs down the soul, ” a mere “earthly tent” which “burdens the thoughtful mind” (9:15). The pre-existence (8:19, 20) and immortality (3:1–5) of the soul are maintained, although the Hebrew-Christian doctrine of bodily resurrection is absent.

Ecclesiasticus, or the Wisdom of Jesus the Son of Sirach. Ecclesiasticus, an ethical treatise extolling the virtue of wisdom, was written in Hebrew between 200 and 175 B.C. by a pious scholar from Jerusalem, Jesus the son of Sirach. The author’s grandson, an Alexandrian Jew, translated the work into Greek and added a prologue (c. 132 B.C.). It is the longest of the apocryphal books, and the only one with a known author. Like the canonical Proverbs, Ecclesiasticus deals with a wide variety of practical subjects—everything from diet to domestic relationships. The longest continuous section of the book (chapters 44 to 50) is the Praise of Famous Men, which briefly describes a long series of Hebrew worthies from Enoch, Noah, and Abraham, down to Zerubbabel and Nehemiah, and finally the High Priest Simon, a contemporary and friend of the author.

Baruch. The Book of Baruch, ostensibly written by Jeremiah’s friend and secretary (Jer. 32:12; 36:4; 51:59), is a composite work which was not completed until the first century B.C. or later. Although the final recension was written in Greek, some sections may be traced to Hebrew originals. The book begins with a prayer of penitence, recognizing that the tragedies which befell Jerusalem are the just recompense for her sins (1:1–3:8). A second poetical section explains that Israel’s misfortunes are due to her neglect of Wisdom (3:9–4:4). This Wisdom, whose praises are sung by a philosophically minded writer, is equated with God’s law (4:1–3). The third section of the book, also poetic, is a message of comfort and hope for distressed Israel. The enemy will be destroyed and the children of Jerusalem will return in triumph! Baruch is the one book of the Apocrypha which breathes something of the fire of the Old Testament prophets, although it is lacking in originality.

The Letter of Jeremiah. Sometime about 300 B.C., or thereafter, an unknown author wrote an impassioned sermon based on Jeremiah 11:10, in which he showed the utter impotence of gods of wood, silver, and gold. This sermon, known as The Letter of Jeremiah, was originally written in Hebrew (or Aramaic), although it is extant only in Greek and translations derived from the Greek. Since many Greek and Syriac manuscripts, as well as the Latin version, attach the Letter of Jeremiah to the Book of Baruch, it appears as the sixth chapter of Baruch in most English translations of the Apocrypha. The Letter has no relation to Baruch, however, and some ancient codices place it after the biblical Book of Lamentations.

The Prayer of Azariah and the Song of the Three Young Men. (Additions to Daniel, inserted between 3:23 and 3:24.) Sometime during the second or first centuries B.C., the three “additions” to canonical Daniel, which exist as separate books of the Apocrypha, were written by unknown authors. The first of these, The Prayer of Azariah and the Song of the Three Young Men, was probably written in Hebrew by a pious Jew during the period when his people were suffering at the hand of Antiochus Epiphanes, or in the period of the Maccabean revolt which followed. During the ordeal of the fiery furnace, Azariah is represented as praising God, confessing his people’s sins, and praying for national deliverance. The angel of the Lord then came into the furnace and drove out the fiery flame, so that the youths were unharmed. Then from the furnace they sang their praises to God in the Song, which is reminiscent of Psalm 148 in content and Psalm 136 in antiphonal form.

Susanna. It is uncertain whether the original of Susanna was written in Hebrew or Greek. Its unknown author lived sometime during the second or the first century B.C., but we are ignorant of other details concerning his life. Yet, the book itself is recognized as one of the great short stories of world literature. It tells how two immoral elders threatened to testify that they had found Susanna, the beautiful wife of an influential Babylonian Jew, in the arms of a lover, if she would not submit to them. When she repulsed them, they charged her with adultery through the testimony of two witnesses, and she was convicted and sentenced to death. A young man named Daniel, however, interrupted the proceedings and questioned the two witnesses separately. He asked each to identify the tree under which he had seen Susanna and her supposed lover. Betrayed by their own inconsistent answers, the guilty elders were put to death and Susanna was saved. In the Septuagint, the Story of Susanna precedes the canonical Book of Daniel; in the Vulgate it follows it.

Bel and the Dragon. The stories of Bel and the Dragon were probably written in Hebrew toward the middle of the first century B.C. and added to the Book of Daniel by its Greek translator. In the Septuagint it directly follows Daniel, while in the Vulgate it comes after Susanna. The story of Bel is one of the world’s oldest detective stories. It tells how Cyrus, the Persian king, asked Daniel why he did not worship Bel, the god of Babylon. Cyrus told Daniel how much flour and oil and how many sheep the god Bel consumed each day. Then, Daniel persuaded Cyrus to deposit the usual provisions in the Temple and then to close and seal the Temple doors. In the meantime, Daniel scattered ashes over the Temple floor. When morning came the food was gone, and the floor was covered with footprints of the priests, their wives and children, who had used a secret entrance under the table to come by night into the Temple and consume the provisions. The king, convinced of the perfidy of Bel’s priests, ordered them slain and their Temple destroyed. The Dragon is really a serpent which the king worshiped until Daniel killed it by feeding it lumps of pitch, fat, and hair. The Babylonians, furious at the destruction of their god, demanded that Daniel be put to death. The king reluctantly consented and Daniel was placed in a den of lions (cf. Dan. 6:1–28). The lions did not molest Daniel, who was miraculously fed by the prophet Habakkuk, who was caught up by an angel in Judea and taken to the lions’ den in Babylon. On the seventh day the king took Daniel from the lions’ den and cast his enemies into it, whereupon they were immediately devoured. The stories of Bel and the Dragon were intended to ridicule idolatry and discredit heathen priestcraft.

The Prayer of Manasseh. The apocryphal Prayer of Manasseh was probably written sometime during the last two centuries B.C. by a Palestinian Jew. Scholars are uncertain whether it was composed in Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek. The Prayer is ascribed to Manasseh, the king of Judah who, according to Second Chronicles 33, was taken to Babylon where he repented of the idolatry that had characterized the years of his reign. Mention is made of a prayer offered by Manasseh (2 Chr. 33:19), and a pious Jew appears to have attempted to write such a prayer as Manasseh would have uttered. The Prayer is typical of ancient Jewish liturgical forms. It opens with the ascription of praise to the Lord, whose majesty is seen in creation (1–4) and in His mercy toward sinners (5–8). This is followed by personal confession (9, 10) and supplication for pardon (11–13). The prayer concludes with a petition for grace (14) and a doxology (15).

First Maccabees. First Maccabees is a valuable historical record of the forty years beginning with the accession of Antiochus Epiphanes to the Syrian throne (175 B.C.) and ending with the death of Simon the Maccabee (135 B.C.). It was probably written by a Palestinian Jew, in Hebrew, about 100 B.C. The book gives us our best account of the Jewish resistance to Antiochus and the Maccabean wars which ultimately brought independence to the Jewish state. It relates the exploits of three of the sons of Mattathias, the priest who defied Antiochus and sparked the revolt: Judas (3:1–9:22), Jonathan (9:23–12:53), and Simon (13:1–16:24). The annual Jewish festival of Hanukkah, celebrated at the same season as Christmas, commemorates the rededication of the Temple as a result of the bravery of the Maccabees. The festival is mentioned in the New Testament as “the Feast of Dedication” (John 10:22).

Second Maccabees. Second Maccabees is primarily parallel to the first seven chapters of First Maccabees, covering the period from 175 to 160 B.C. It professes to be an abridgement of a five-volume history written by Jason of Cyrene (2:19–23), whose identity is a matter of conjecture. The author of Second Maccabees was evidently an Alexandrian Jew who wrote in Greek. He may have written as early as 120 B.C. or as late as the early first century A.D. Second Maccabees is less historical and more rhetorical than First Maccabees. It is written from the Pharisaic viewpoint and stresses the miraculous and the marvelous in contrast to the more prosaic and objective First Maccabees.




The Scarlet Thread of Redemption

Introduction

The Bible is a book of redemption. It is that or nothing at all. It is not merely a book of history, or of science, or of anthropology, or of cosmogony. It is a book of salvation and deliverance for lost humankind.

The idea in the word “redemption” is twofold: it refers to a deliverance; and it refers to the price paid for that deliverance, a ransom. We are redeemed from the penalty of sin, from the power of Satan and evil, by the price Jesus paid on the cross for us; and we are redeemed to a new freedom from sin, a new relationship to God, and a new life of love by the appropriation of that atonement for our sins.

The whole of the Bible, whether the Old Testament or the New Testament, looks to the mighty, redemptive atonement of Christ. His blood sacrifice is the ransom paid for our deliverance. He took our sinful nature upon Himself in order that He might satisfy the demands of the law. His sacrifice is accepted as the payment for the debt the sinner owes to God, and His death is accepted as the full payment for the individual’s deliverance.

Our Lord’s redemptive work for us is threefold: First, it is closely associated with forgiveness, since we receive forgiveness through the redemptive price of Christ’s death. Second, it involves justification, since the deliverance establishes us in a restored position of favor before God. Third, it promises final deliverance from the power of sin at the coming of the Lord. This redemption is “The Scarlet Thread.”

The Creation and the Fall

When God made the heavens and the earth, they must have been beautiful, perfect, and pure.

In the Garden of Eden, however, through a denial of the Word of God and through a deception of the woman, our first parents fell. Eve was deceived, but Adam chose to die by the side of the woman whom God had created and placed in his arms. When the Lord came to visit the man and his wife in the cool of the day, He could not find them. They were afraid and hid themselves from the Lord because they were naked and ashamed. To hide their guilt, they made for themselves aprons of fig leaves, but when God looked upon the covering, He said, “This will not do.” Covering for sin (atonement for sin) cannot be woven by human hands. Therefore, somewhere in the Garden of Eden, the Lord took an innocent animal, and before the eyes of Eve and Adam, God slew that innocent animal as the ground drank up its blood. This is the beginning of “The Scarlet Thread of Redemption.” Through the slaughter of an innocent victim, God took coats of skin and covered over the shame and the nakedness of the man and his wife. This is the first sacrifice, and it was offered by the hand of Almighty God. When Adam saw the gasping, spent life of that innocent creature, and when he saw the crimson stain which soiled the ground, it was his first experience of knowing what it meant to die because of sin. So the story of atonement and sacrifice begins and unfolds throughout the Word of God until finally in glory we shall see great throngs of the saints who have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. This is “The Scarlet Thread of Redemption.”

From the Seventh Day in Eden to the Call of Abraham

In the Garden of Eden, as the Lord covered over the nakedness of the man and the woman, He turned to Satan and said, “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel” (Gen. 3:15). For centuries the rabbis studied that word of the Lord God to Satan. The Seed of the woman. Seed is masculine. The rabbis contemplated the promise of God that the “Seed” of the woman would bruise Satan’s head. We now know that the promise is related to the long conflict and struggle between the hatred of Lucifer and the love of God in Christ Jesus. It speaks of Jesus at Calvary. Jesus suffered. His heel was bruised. But in that bruising, He defeated once and for all the power of that old serpent, the devil. He bruised his head.

As the man Adam and his wife, Eve, made their first home in earth cursed for their sakes, after a time there were born to them two sons. One was named Cain and the other Abel. In jealousy and insane fury, the older brother killed the younger brother. But the seed of God would be preserved. The Lord, therefore, gave to Eve another son, named Seth. Seth was a man of faith, as Cain was a man of the world. When the children of Seth, the godly remnant, intermarried with the children of Cain, the people of the world, the result was a fallen progeny that filled the earth with violence. Finally, God said it was enough. One hundred twenty years later, He would destroy the world by a flood. But a member of the line of Seth found grace in the sight of the Lord. His name was Noah. To preserve the righteous seed, God told Noah to build an ark; and into that ark of safety, salvation, and hope Noah brought his family. After the passing of the awesome judgment of the flood, the earth once again began its story of redemption through the life of this one man and his three sons.

It was not long, however, until the ravages of sin began to waste the select family of God. Instead of carrying out the great commission of the Lord for humankind to inhabit the whole earth, the people drew together into one plain and announced their purpose to build a tower around which they were to center their civilization and their collective, communal unity. When God looked down and saw their pride, He confused their speech and caused them to “babble.” From this “Tower of Babel, ” therefore, the different parts of the human race, being unable to understand each other, scattered in different directions and so fathered the nations of the earth that grew up from those three great family lines of Noah.

From the Call of Abraham Through the Times of the Judges

We begin the story of Abraham in a dark era. The whole world had been plunged into abysmal idolatry, but God called out this man to leave his home, his place, his country, and his family to go into another country which he would afterward receive for an inheritance. In obedience, Abraham left the Mesopotamian valley and came as a pilgrim, a stranger, and a sojourner into the land of Canaan. There he dwelt, and there God gave him two sons. But the Lord God said to Abraham that Ishmael, the son of a slave woman, would not be the promised seed. When Abraham was a hundred years old and Sarah was ninety years old, God miraculously placed in the arms of the parents the child of promise, whom they named Isaac. Isaac was the father of two sons, Esau and Jacob. The Lord, refusing Esau, chose Jacob whom He renamed, after a deep conversion experience, the “prince of God” or “Israel.”

Because of a severe famine in Canaan and because Jacob’s son, Joseph, was in Egypt, the entire household of Jacob went down to live in the land of the Nile. Later, there arose a Pharaoh who “did not know” Joseph. The chosen family became slaves to this new ruler of Egypt, and their heavy groaning mounted up to the ears of the Lord God in heaven. The Lord, therefore, raised up the mighty prophet, Moses, to deliver his people from the bondage and slavery of the Egyptians. God worked this deliverance by a miracle called the Passover. For the Lord had said, “When I see the blood, I will pass over you and will spare you and your home.” This way of salvation, through the blood, is once again “The Scarlet Thread of Redemption.”

After the Lord God delivered the chosen family from Egypt, He brought them by the leadership of Moses through the parting of the Red Sea into the Sinaitic Peninsula to the base of Mount Horeb. There, for forty days and forty nights, Moses was with God, and there the Lord gave to Moses the pattern of the tabernacle, the ritual instructions of holy worship, and all of the other marvelous things in the Book of Leviticus that portray and prophesy the sacrifice of the Son of God.

After the death of Moses, Joshua went over Jordan and led the wars of conquest. In the first confrontation, at Jericho, an incident happened which gave rise to the title of this summary. The scouts sent out by Joshua to spy out Jericho were saved by the faith and kindness of Rahab. The men of Israel promised life and safety, both for her and her father’s house, if she would bind a scarlet thread in her window. This she did, and, when Jericho fell into the hands of Joshua by the intervention of God, Rahab and her family were spared because of that scarlet line, “The Scarlet Thread of Redemption.”

After the conquest of Canaan, under Joshua, we have the story of the Judges. The difference between a judge and a king was that a king gave to his son his throne by inheritance, but a judge was raised up in a crisis and endowed with special gifts from God for a period of time. The days of the Judges end with the birth of Samuel.

From the First of the Prophets to the Founding of the Kingdom

During the time of Samuel, the people began to cry for a king. It was the purpose of God in the beginning for the children of Israel to have a king (Deut. 17:14–20), but it hurt the heart of the Lord that the request should come in so vain and rebellious a way as they presented it to Samuel. But according to the word and instruction of God, Samuel anointed Saul to be king over Israel. In his beginning ministry, Saul was a mighty man and carried out the mandates of heaven, but he soon fell away from the instruction of Samuel and fell into gross disobedience to the will of God. The Word of the Lord, therefore, came to Samuel that he must anoint a man after God’s own heart. That anointing was directed toward a lad from the shepherd field, a son of Jesse by the name of David.

David and the Kingdoms of Israel and Judah

The first part of David’s life as king of Israel was magnificent. Then, in the very prime of his life, at the very height of his glory, he turned aside from the will of God and became self-indulgent and lustful like other Oriental kings. This brought to David an infinite tragedy, one by which the name of God was blasphemed. Nevertheless, God forgave the sin of David and chose him to be the father of that marvelous Son who would sit upon His throne as King forever. A type of that glorious Son of David was the immediate son of David, called Solomon. Solomon also began his reign gloriously and triumphantly, but like his father, Solomon also fell into tragic decline. Upon his death, the kingdom was divided.

Thereafter, the people of God were divided into two kingdoms: that of the north was called the kingdom of Israel, and that of the south was called the kingdom of Judah. The northern kingdom of Israel was taken away into captivity by the cruel and ruthless Assyrians in 722 B.C. The southern kingdom was carried away into Babylonian captivity in 587 B.C. In the days of the Babylonian captivity, Jeremiah prophesied in Jerusalem while Daniel, the prophet-statesman, and Ezekiel, the holy seer, comforted and strengthened the people of God in Mesopotamia.

Out of the Babylonian captivity came three great establishments by which God has blessed our world. First, the Jews were never idolatrous again. Second, the synagogue was born, and from the synagogue came the church. The services of the synagogue are the same type of services we have today. Third, from the captivity came the canon of the Holy Scriptures. Out of tears and suffering came our greatest blessing, “The Scarlet Thread of Redemption.”

From the Prophets to the Christ to the Preaching of Paul

Out of the agonies of the days of the kingdoms of Israel and of Judah came the predictions by the prophets of a more glorious Savior and King, whom God would send to His people. When we read a passage like the twenty-second Psalm or the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, we seem to be standing by the cross of the Son of God. More and more, the great spiritual leaders of Israel and of Judah began to depict the coming of a Redeemer who would save His people from their sins and bring to them the everlasting hope and righteousness of God. This messianic hope became stronger and more gloriously received as the centuries passed.

In 536 B.C. Cyrus the Persian gave the people the right to return from the Babylonian captivity to their homeland in Judah and to build their holy temple in Jerusalem. Thus, the remnant of the captivity returned under Zerubbabel, the political leader; under Joshua, the priestly leader; under Ezra, the scribe; and under Nehemiah, who had been the prime minister at the court of Shushan, the Persian capital. This holy remnant, thus seeking to restore the worship of the true God in Jerusalem and to recreate the political life of Judah, was encouraged by God’s messengers, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.

Of the three great restoration prophets, Zechariah is by far the greatest. Zechariah spoke much about Israel, about the end of time, and about the conversion of the people of the Lord. The last prophet is Malachi. He delivered his message from about 450 B.C. to about 425 B.C.

The four-hundred-year period between the Old Testament and the New Testament marks the rise of the Hellenistic empire. God used Alexander the Great to spread abroad throughout the civilized world one culture and one language, which made possible the later preaching of Christ to all men everywhere.

In that interbiblical period also arose the might of the Roman Empire. When Augustus Caesar was the Roman emperor, and when Rome had the entire world in her hand, the great prophecies of Isaiah, Micah, Nathan to David, Jacob to his son Judah, and the great promise of God Almighty to Eve in the Garden of Eden, came to pass. In the seed progeny of the woman and through the seed of Abraham, all the families of the earth were to be blessed—and our Savior was thus born into the world. “The Scarlet Thread of Redemption” has led us to the birth of Him who has come to redeem the human race from their fallen estate.

In His ministry Jesus early began to teach His disciples that He should suffer and die. When He was transfigured, there appeared Moses and Elijah talking to Him about His death, which He should accomplish in Jerusalem. When He was anointed by Mary of Bethany, He said it was for His burial. When the Greeks came to see Him from afar, He said, “And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself” (John 12:32). At the Last Supper He said, “This is My body; eat in remembrance of Me.” And again He said, “This is My blood; drink in remembrance of Me.” Before He went to the cross, He gave Himself in Gethsemane in travail of soul for our redemption (Is. 53:11). And when He bowed His head and died, He said, “It is finished!” (John 19:30). When we preach the cross, when we preach the blood, when we preach the sacrificial death of Christ, we are preaching the meaning of His coming into the world. The sacrifice of Christ consummated the great redemptive plan and purpose of God on the earth. This is “The Scarlet Thread of Redemption.”

After the resurrection of our Lord, after the giving of the Great Commission to the apostles, and after the ascension of our Savior into heaven, the Lord poured out His Holy Spirit upon His church in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. Then the disciples of Jesus began to make known throughout the earth the Good News of our hope and salvation.

The epistles of Paul are divided into four distinct groups. The first group he wrote on his second missionary journey from Athens and Corinth. They are 1 and 2 Thessalonians. The second group of letters was born in his third missionary journey. While he was in Ephesus, he wrote 1 Corinthians. Somewhere between Ephesus and Corinth, he wrote 2 Corinthians in Macedonia. Then, either in Antioch or on his way to Antioch, he wrote Galatians and Romans. First and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, and Romans, therefore, center around the city of Ephesus. The third group of epistles Paul wrote from the prison in Rome, during his first Roman imprisonment. They are Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon. The fourth and last group of his epistles, written after his first Roman imprisonment were 1 Timothy, Titus, and 2 Timothy, called the pastoral epistles. In all of Paul’s letters, there is the constant theme of redemptive love. It is a part of “The Scarlet Thread of Redemption.”

The Apocalypse and the Consummation of the Age

We come now to the conclusion of the Bible.

On the Isle of Patmos, a rocky little point in the Mediterranean Sea, several miles southwest of Ephesus, John was exiled to die of exposure and starvation. But there the Lord appears to John in a glorious vision. The vision is called the Revelation, that is, “the unveiling.” “The Apocalypse, ” the unveiling of Jesus Christ in His glory, in His majesty, and in His kingdom, is the reward that God gave to Jesus for saving us, Adam’s fallen children, from our sins.

After the vision of the exalted and glorified Christ in chapter 1, and after the prophetic words in chapters 2 and 3, John is taken up through an open door into heaven. While John, the translated saint, is with the Savior in heaven, the judgments of Almighty God are poured out on the earth. They are depicted in the opening of the seven seals, the seven trumpets, and the seven bowls. In those dark days John sees a vision (Rev. 7), concerning the blood-washed redeemed souls in glory. Announcement is made to him through one of the elders that these are they who have come out of the great tribulation and have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. This is “The Scarlet Thread of Redemption” that began with the blood of covering in the Garden of Eden and finds its ultimate and final consummation in the blood-washed throng before the throne of God in glory.

After the seven seals and the judgments, the seven trumpets and the judgments, the seven bowls and the judgments, and the seven personages and the judgments, we come to the final great Judgment Day of Almighty God. The Antichrist, who professes to be the leader of the nations of the world, is seen gathering the armies of the entire earth together. They are converging from the north, from the east, from the south, from the west, and from the islands of the sea. They are converging for that great day of the Lord. That is the Battle of Armageddon, the last great war the world is going to fight. At Megiddo, the armies of the earth by the millions will converge to face that rendezvous with God. In the midst of this holocaust, Christ will intervene in human history. He comes with His saints. He will deliver His people, shut up in the holy city, and take Satan and bind him for a thousand years in the bottomless pit.

After the binding of Satan for a thousand years, which is called the Millennium, Satan is released and thereafter goes forth once again to lead rebellion against God. This is the final conflict which ends forever humankind’s refusal to accept the will of God for their lives. At the end time, in the final resurrection of the wicked dead and the great white throne judgment, the books are opened, and those whose names are not found written in the Lamb’s Book of Life are cast out and rewarded according to their deeds. Into the abyss of hell are flung Satan and his angels, along with those who choose Satan and his way of life, plus death and the grave—all are hurled into the fiery flames where the Beast and the False Prophet have already been for a thousand years.

After the purging of the earth of Satan and his minions, and after the judgment upon those who reject Christ and His grace, and after cleansing the earth of the heartache and tears of sickness, sin, death, and the grave, will come the renovation of earth and heaven. It is a new creation with a glorious new heaven and new earth. In it is the holy city, the heavenly Jerusalem, and in it is the dwelling place of God Himself. Tears, death, sorrow, pain, and crying are passed away. There are no graves on the hillsides of glory and no funeral wreaths on the doors of those mansions in the sky.

The book closes with the incomparable message of the hope, salvation, and redemption accomplished in the Person and work of the Lord Christ.




The Greatest Archaeological Discoveries

and Their Effects on the Bible

I. Introduction

Definition and Importance of Biblical Archaeology

The last 150 years have witnessed the birth, growth, and phenomenal development of the science of biblical archaeology. This new science has performed many wonders in furnishing background material and in illustrating, illuminating, and in many cases authenticating the message and meaning of the Old and New Testament Scriptures.

Biblical archaeology may be defined as a study based on the excavation, decipherment, and critical evaluation of the records of the past as they affect the Bible. While the general field of archaeology is fascinating, much more so is the study of biblical archaeology, since it deals with the Holy Scriptures. This is the reason for the growing enthusiasm for biblical archaeology. The attraction lies in the supreme importance of the message and meaning of the Bible. The Scriptures, by virtue of their character as the inspired revelation of God to humankind and meeting humankind’s deepest need, today as in the past, have naturally held a paramount place in the interest and affection of humankind. Biblical archaeology, illustrating the Bible in its historical background and contemporary life, attracts a measure of the interest that lies in the Bible itself. Accordingly, this science has a worthy ministry of expanding biblical horizons on the human plane.

No field of research has offered greater challenge and promise than that of biblical archaeology. Until the beginning of the 19th century very little was known of biblical times and biblical backgrounds, except what appeared on the pages of the Old Testament or what happened to be preserved in the writings of classical antiquity. This was considerable for the New Testament era but very little indeed for the Old Testament period. The reason for this is that Greek and Latin historians catalogued very little information before the 5th century B.C. As a result, the Old Testament period was very little known extrabiblically, and what was known was confined to what the Bible gave. This from the viewpoint of contemporary secular history was sparse. The result was that before the beginning of the science of modern archaeology there was practically nothing available to authenticate Old Testament history and literature. One can therefore imagine the fervor aroused among serious Bible students by illuminating discoveries in Bible lands, especially from c. 1800 to the present. In fact, modern archaeology may be said to have had its beginning in 1798, when the rich antiquities of the Nile Valley were opened up to scientific study by Napoleon’s Egyptian Expedition.

II. Foundational Discoveries of the Nineteenth Century

Although the most notable discoveries affecting the Bible and particularly the Old Testament were not made until the 20th century, foundational discoveries were made in the 19th century and prepared the way for the modern era.

1. The Rosetta Stone—Key to Egypt’s Splendid Past

This very important monument was discovered in 1798 at Rosetta (Rashid), near the westernmost mouth of the Nile River, by an officer in Napoleon’s Expedition to Egypt. It was a slab of black basalt trilingually inscribed, which may be said to be the key that unlocked the door to knowledge of the language and literature of ancient Egypt and turned out to be the inscription that opened the modern era of scientific biblical archaeology.

The three languages in which this monument was found to be inscribed were the Greek of 200 B.C., two forms of Egyptian writing—the older, more complicated hieroglyphic script and the later simplified and more popular demotic writing, which was the common language of the people. The Greek could at once be read and provided the clue to the decipherment of the other two ancient Egyptian scripts. Sylvester de Sacy of France and J. D. Akerblad of Sweden succeeded in unraveling the demotic Egyptian by identifying the Greek personal names it contained, namely Ptolemy, Arsinoe, and Berenike. Thomas Young of England then proceeded to identify the name of Ptolemy in the hieroglyphic portion, where groups of characters enclosed in oval frames, called cartouches, had already been surmised to be royal names. From this point on, the young Frenchman Jean François Champollion, 1790–1832, was able to decipher the hieroglyphics of the monument, show the true nature of this script, make a dictionary, formulate a grammar, and translate numerous Egyptian texts, from the year 1818 to 1832.

Champollion’s achievement formally opened up the science of Egyptology. Scholars from henceforth were able to read Egyptian monumental inscriptions and reliefs. From that time forth the literary treasures of the Nile Valley have been opened to scholarly study. Today many universities maintain chairs in the language and culture of ancient Egypt. These studies have opened up vistas of history hitherto unknown so that, from the beginning of Egypt, c. 2800 B.C. to 63 B.C. when Rome took over, the entire history of the land of the Nile can fairly well be traced.

All of this has tremendous bearing on the background of the Bible. Egypt figures largely in the patriarchal narratives and the Book of Exodus and all through the Pentateuch. As a result, the background of the story of Joseph and of the sojourn of the children of Israel in Egypt, their deliverance under Moses, and much of their sojourn in the desert and later history in Canaan can now be set in the general framework of Egyptian history. It can be said that the whole context of Old Testament history, in its broad span from Abraham to Christ, is made immeasurably clearer because of the vast strides in our knowledge of Egypt. That great nation of antiquity interacted with the mighty Assyro-Babylonian empires on the Tigris-Euphrates and with the Hittite power on the Halys across the tiny bridge that was ancient Palestine.

2. The Behistun Inscription—Gateway to Assyrian-Babylonian Antiquity

This famous monument was the key to the languages of Assyria and Babylonia. It consists of a large relief panel containing numerous columns of inscription, which was boldly carved on the face of a mountain about 500 feet above the surrounding plain of Karmanshah on the old caravan route from Babylon to Ecbatana. Unlike the Rosetta Stone written in ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics, and later in popular demotic and in the Greek of the 3rd century B.C., the Behistun Inscription was written in the wedge-shaped characters of ancient Assyria-Babylonia. It contained about 1,200 lines of inscription. The three languages in which it was inscribed were all written in cuneiform characters, consisting of Old Persian, Elamite, and Akkadian. The third language, the Akkadian, was the wedge-shaped language of ancient Assyria and Babylonia, in which thousands upon thousands of clay tablets discovered in the Tigris-Euphrates region are inscribed.

Early excavations revealed a mass of material on which this curious wedge-shaped Babylonian-Akkadian writing appeared. But it was an unsolved riddle. Practically no progress was made until a young English officer in the Persian army, Henry C. Rawlinson, in 1835 and the following years made the dangerous climb to the Behistun Inscription and made copies and plaster of paris impressions of it. Rawlinson knew modern Persian and set to work to decipher the old Persian, the cuneiform part of the inscription. After a decade of labor, he finally succeeded in translating the five columns, nearly 400 lines of the old Persian portion of the Behistun Inscription, and sent it to Europe in 1845. The text translation and commentary on it were published in 1847 in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society.

In conjunction with the literary part of the monument was a life-sized figure with numerous individuals bowing before it. This person turned out to be Darius the Great (522–486 B.C.), the Achemenid prince who saved the Persian Empire from a rebellion. The scene depicts the king, as Rawlinson’s translation of the Persian portion of the inscription shows, receiving the submission of the rebels. The emperor is portrayed at the top of the relief accompanied by two attendants. His foot is placed upon the prostrate form of a leading rebel. The king’s left hand holds a bow, while his right hand is lifted toward the winged disc symbolizing Ahura-Mazda, the spirit of good, whom Darius, an ardent follower of Zoroaster, worshiped. Behind the rebel stands a procession of rebel leaders, roped together by their necks. Beside and beneath the sculptured panel the numerous columns of the inscription appear, relating in three languages how Darius defended the throne and crushed the revolt.

Working on the supposition that the other inscriptions told the same story, scholars were soon enabled to read the second language, which was the Elamite or Susian. Then last, but most important, they could decipher the Akkadian or Assyro-Babylonian. This was a great discovery, for this wedge-shaped character of writing is recorded on numerous literary remains from the Tigris-Euphrates Valley. It opened up a vast new field of biblical background, so that today, as in the case of the Rosetta Stone opening up the science of Egyptology, the Behistun Inscription has given birth to the science of Assyriology. Moreover, both Egyptology and Assyriology offer great help in understanding biblical backgrounds and biblical history. No Bible dictionary, Bible handbook or commentary that is up to date can ignore the great findings of these sciences.
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The task of deciphering cuneiform is increasing with every decade. Numerous cuneiform libraries have been discovered from antiquity. Two at Nineveh were unearthed. These contained thousands of clay tablets. The library of Ashurbanipal (669–625 B.C.) contained some 22,000 tablets. Among the tablets unearthed in this collection and sent to the British Museum were Assyrian copies of the Babylonian creation and flood stories. The identification and decipherment of these particular tablets by George Smith in 1872 produced great excitement in the archaeological world.

Not only in Babylonia but in many other places large bodies of cuneiform literature have been uncovered. For example, the famous Amarna Letters from Egypt were discovered in 1886 at Tell el-Amarna about 200 miles south of modern Cairo. These Amarna Tablets proved to be diplomatic correspondence of petty princes of Palestine in the 14th century B.C. with the Egyptian court at Amarna. The Amarna Letters give an inside glance into conditions in Palestine just before the conquest by Joshua and the Israelites. Many scholars actually think that they describe aspects of that invasion. One of the documents from the governor of Jerusalem (Urusalim) tells Amenophis IV that the “Habiru” (perhaps the Hebrews) were overrunning many Palestine cities and could not be held back.

Other important bodies of cuneiform literature bearing upon the Bible have been retrieved from Boghaz-Keui and Kanish in Asia Minor. Others come from Susa and Elam, others from the city of Mari on the middle Euphrates, others from Ras Shamra (ancient Ugarit), mentioned in the Amarna Letters and located in North Syria. Others stem from various sites within and without Babylonia. Of first-rate importance then is the Rosetta Stone from Egypt and the Behistun Inscription from Babylonia. These two monuments may be said to have laid the foundation for the key discoveries of the 20th century.

3. The Moabite Stone—A Sensational Literary Find

This important inscription, found in 1868, offers another example of the discoveries of the 19th century that prepared the way for the great finds of the 20th century. The inscription dates from c. 850 B.C. It was erected by Mesha, king of Moab, and is often styled the Mesha Stone. It tells of the wars of Mesha of Moab with Omri, king of Israel, and Omri’s successors. It also tells of Mesha’s wars with the Edomites. The material recorded on the Moabite Stone parallels biblical history recorded in 2 Kings 1 and 3. Numerous places mentioned in the Old Testament occur on the stele (inscribed monument). Among them are Arnon (Num. 21:13; Deut. 2:24), Ataroth (Num. 32:34), Baal Meon or Beth Baal Meon (Josh. 13:17), Beth Bamoth or Bamoth Baal (Josh. 13:17), Beth Diblathaim (Jer. 48:22), Bezer (Josh. 20:8), Dibon (Num. 32:34), Jahaza (Josh. 13:18), Medeba (Josh. 13:9), and Nebo (Num. 32:38).
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This inscribed monument or stele measures 3 feet 81¼2 inches in height, 2 feet 31¼2 inches in width, and 1 foot 13¼4 inches in thickness. Its 34 lines constitute the longest single literary inscription yet recovered extrabiblically dealing with Palestine in the period 900–600 B.C. It records that Moab had been conquered by Omri and his son Ahab but was set free from the Israelite yoke by Mesha’s god Chemosh. This deity is represented as commanding King Mesha to go to war against Israel, who, according to 2 Kings 3:27, offered up his eldest son as a burnt offering upon the wall to propitiate the god Chemosh and to secure his favor.

The Moabite Stone is written in the language of Moab, which was very similar to the Hebrew of the time of Omri and Ahab. This inscription, therefore, has great value in tracing the development of early Hebrew through the centuries. When it was discovered, the Mesha Stone was not only the longest and oldest Phoenician-Hebrew inscription then in existence, it was the only one. Now the Gezer Calendar is known and it dates from c. 925 B.C. It is a school boy’s exercise written in perfect classical Hebrew. This small limestone tablet, found at ancient Gezer, gives an incidental sidelight on Palestinian agriculture as well as on ancient Hebrew writing. Such discoveries as the Gezer Calendar and the Mesha Stone not only give glimpses into the background of the Bible but form important links in the culture and history of the people outside the pale of Israel.

III. Great Discoveries of the Twentieth Century

Although such discoveries as the Rosetta Stone, the Behistun Inscription, the Mesha Stone, and the Siloam Inscription are important for their time and laid the foundations of scientific archaeology in the 19th century, it remained for the 20th century to produce the most thrilling and outstanding archaeological finds. During this period biblical archaeology came to be a refined and precise science, adding to the frontiers of biblical knowledge on the human plane and making tremendous contributions to the background, historical and cultural, of the written Word of God.

1. The Code of Hammurabi—Light on Mosaic Laws

A slab of black diorite, over 7 feet tall and some 6 feet around, was discovered in 1901. This record of the past contains engraved upon it almost 300 paragraphs of legal provision dealing with the commercial, social, domestic, and moral life of the Babylonians of King Hammurabi’s time (1728–1676 B.C.). A copy of this code was found by Jacques de Morgan at Susa in Elam, where it had been carried off by the Elamites from Babylon. At the top of the stele the king is shown receiving the laws from the sun god Shamash, patron of law and justice. At some time when Babylon was weak, an Elamite conqueror carried away the monument to Susa. Its finding was one of the most startling legal discoveries in history.

The code is important in furnishing background material for comparison with other ancient bodies of law. It is also natural that it should offer comparative data for the study of the laws of the Pentateuch. The fact that the code is older by over three centuries than the laws of Moses has disposed of some untenable theories of the critics and given rise to others. For instance, the old critical view that detailed codes of law like those recorded in the Pentateuch are anachronistic for such an early period has been exploded by the discovery of Hammurabi’s laws and much earlier codes in Mesopotamia.

A discovery of this sort illustrates how archaeology purges out radical critical views, which used to place the origin of many of the laws ascribed to Moses to much later times, such as the 9th, 8th, and 7th centuries B.C., or even later. These erroneous theories had to be drastically revised or entirely rejected. On the other hand, the discovery of the early extrabiblical legal material has led many to adopt an equally faulty view that Hebrew legislation is merely a selection and adaptation of Babylonian law. The only position that is valid as the two bodies of legal material are studied is that the Mosaic code is neither borrowed from, nor dependent upon, the Babylonian. It is divinely given, as it claims to be, and unique in those features that met Israel’s peculiar need as an elect, theocratic nation.

The resemblances between the Mosaic laws and the Code of Hammurabi are clearly due to similarity of antecedents and general intellectual and cultural heritage. It is natural that in codes dealing with peoples in somewhat similar conditions, related racially and culturally, there should be some likeness in the incidents leading to litigation and likewise in the penalties imposed for infringement of common statutes. A striking difference, however, is obtained. These clearly demonstrate that there is no direct borrowing and that the Mosaic laws, although later by three centuries, are in no sense dependent upon the Babylonian.

The biblical law of divorce (Deut. 24:1), for instance, permits the man to put away his wife but does not extend the same right to the wife, as does the Babylonian code. Again the so-called Lex Talionis is a primitive Semitic law and would be expected to be reflected in various Semitic legal codes. Mosaic injunctions (Ex. 21:23–25; Deut. 19:21) state precisely the same principle of retaliation upon which a number of Hammurabi’s laws are based, namely “life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.”

The Mosaic and Hammurabi codes are different in content. The Hebrew code contains many purely religious injunctions and ritual regulations. The Code of Hammurabi, on the other hand, is civil. However, the priestly laws of Leviticus contain many points of similarity with priestly ritual and practice in western Asia, whether in Canaan or Phoenicia or Mesopotamia. But this in no sense casts doubt on the fact that Israel’s religious practices as recorded in the Pentateuch are divinely given and uniquely invested with significance to fit a nation divinely called to serve the one God. In some cases similar cultic practice among surrounding peoples was divinely given to Israel. But at the same time it was invested with a special significance for the worship of the Lord.

The two codes, of course, are different in their origin. The Babylonian laws are alleged to have been received by Hammurabi from the sun god Shamash. Moses received his laws directly from the Lord. Hammurabi, despite his reported reception from Shamash, takes credit for them in both the prologue and epilogue of the code. He, not Shamash, established order and equity throughout the land. Moses, in contrast, is only an instrument. The legislation is “Thus says the LORD.”

[image: ]

Elephantine Island seen from across the Nile.

Matson Photo Service

The two codes govern a different type of society. Hammurabi’s laws are fitted to the irrigation culture and highly commercialized urban society of Mesopotamia. The Mosaic injunctions, on the other hand, suit a simple, agricultural, pastoral people of a dry land like Palestine much less advanced in social and commercial development, but keenly conscious of their divine calling in all phases of their living.

The two codes differ in their morality. From the ethical and spiritual standpoint the Mosaic legislation, as would be expected, offers a considerable advance over the Babylonian code. Hammurabi’s laws, for example, enumerate at least ten varieties of bodily mutilation prescribed for various offenses. If a doctor performs an operation that is unsuccessful, his hand is to be cut off. In the Mosaic legislation only one instance of mutilation occurs where a wife’s hand is to be severed (Deut. 25:11, 12). Also in the Hebrew laws a greater value is set upon human life. A stricter regard for the honor of womanhood is seen, and more humane treatment of slaves is enjoined. In addition, the Babylonian code has nothing in it corresponding to that twofold golden thread running through the Mosaic legislation, namely, love to God and love to one’s neighbor (Matt. 22:37–40).

The Israelite Torah and the Babylonian code may be contrasted as follows: In the Babylonian code there is no control of lust, no limitation of selfishness. The postulate of charity cannot be found. The religious motif is absent, which recognizes sin as the destruction of the people because it is in opposition to the fear of God. In the Hammurabi code every trace of religious thought is absent. Behind the Israelite laws stands the ruling will of a holy God. The laws are stamped throughout with a divine character.

2. The Elephantine Papyri—Light on the Ezra-Nehemiah Era

Discovered in 1903 on the island of Elephantine at the First Cataract of the Nile in Egypt, these important documents give an interesting glimpse of one of the outlying regions of the Persian Empire in the latter part of the 5th century B.C. The Elephantine Papyri come from a Jewish military colony which was settled at that place. Inscribed in Aramaic, the language of diplomacy and trade throughout western Asia in the Persian period, and which was gradually replacing Hebrew as the everyday tongue of the Jewish people, the contents are varied, ranging from the copy of the Behistun Inscription of Darius to such a document as a Jewish marriage contract. The letters tell us about the sacking of a Jewish temple at Elephantine in an anti-Jewish persecution about 411 B.C. The Jews at this far-off colony worshiped the Lord whom they referred to by the name of Yahu.
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Other letters from Elephantine which have in recent years become known and have been published by the Brooklyn Museum demonstrate that the temple was rebuilt after its destruction. They contain mention of Yahu as “the god who dwells in Yeb, the fortress.” Compare Psalm 31:3. These new papyri demonstrate that Egypt was still under the authority of Persia in the first years of Artaxerxes II (404–359 B.C.).

The Elephantine Papyri therefore illuminate the general background of the period of Ezra-Nehemiah and the earlier Persian period. They shed important light on the life of the Jewish dispersion in a remote frontier place such as Elephantine in Egypt. They also are invaluable in giving the scholar a knowledge of the Aramaic language of that period, and many of the customs and names that appear in the Bible are illustrated by these important literary finds.

3. The Hittite Monuments from Boghaz-Keui—Mementos of an Imperial People

In 1906 Professor Hugo Winkler of Berlin began excavations at Boghaz-Keui, a site which lies 90 miles east of Ankara in the great bend of the Halys River in Asia Minor. It was discovered that this was an ancient Hittite capital. Numerous clay tablets were dug up written in texts containing six different languages. A large number of these were inscribed in the cuneiform characters of the Hittite language. Eventually deciphered through the labors of three men and particularly of the Czech scholar Friedrich Hrozny, this language proved to be the key to a great deal of background of interest to the biblical student.

Before the Boghaz-Keui tablets revealed the Hittites to be an ancient people, the biblical references to them used to be regarded in critical circles as historically worthless. In the five books of Moses, references to the Hittites as inhabiting the land of Canaan and as among those whom the Israelites drove out occur in several places (Ex. 33:2; Deut. 7:1; 20:17; Josh. 3:10; 24:11). In the various lists the order varies, and there is not an inkling that one reference might be the name of a powerful imperial people and the other a small local tribe. Less than a century ago the “Hittites” meant little more to the reader of the Bible than the “Hivite” or the “Perizzite” still does.

It was commonly known from the biblical record that when Abraham settled in Hebron he had Hittites as neighbors. It was everyday knowledge that one of David’s eminent soldiers was Uriah, a Hittite. But who would have expected that “Hittites” were more prominent than “Gadites” or “Beerothites”?

Now it is known that two great periods of Hittite power are to be noted. The first goes back to c. 1800 B.C., and the second is dated from c. 1400–1200 B.C. In this latter period of Hittite supremacy the powerful rulers reigned at Boghaz-Keui. One of these was named Subbiluliuma. This great conqueror extended his empire to the confines of Syria-Palestine. The great Rameses II of Egypt, in the famous battle of Kadesh, collided with Hittite power. A Hittite treaty of peace with the Pharaoh in the 21st year of the latter’s reign was confirmed by a royal marriage.

About 1200 B.C. the great Hittite Empire collapsed, and the Hittite city of Boghaz-Keui fell. However, important centers of Hittite power remained at Carchemish, Sengirli, Hamath, and other places in north Syria. As a result of the excavation and decipherment of various Hittite monuments, the whole context of the ancient biblical world has been illuminated.

Because of this increased background knowledge, such allusions as those to the “kings of the Hittites” (1 Kin. 10:29; 2 Chr. 1:17) are much better understood. Also Ezekiel’s reference to unfaithful Jerusalem as having an Amorite for a father and a Hittite for a mother (Ezek. 16:45) are now comprehensible. The manner in which archaeology has brought to light the ancient Hittites furnishes a good example of the way this important science is expanding biblical horizons.

4. The City of Ur—Abraham’s Home

An important metropolis of the ancient world, Ur was located on the Euphrates River in lower Mesopotamia, present-day Iraq. Several centuries before Abraham lived there as a boy and grew up there as a young man, this place was a very important city under the 2nd and 3rd dynasties of Ur, an important line of kings. But the glory of the city was suddenly destroyed in the period from c. 1960–1830 B.C. Foreigners stormed down from the surrounding hills and took the reigning king, Ibi-Sin, a captive and reduced the capital city of Ur to ruins. So complete was the eclipse of the city that it lay buried in oblivion for centuries until, like Nineveh, it was resurrected in modern times by the work of archaeologists.

So thoroughly was the ancient city blotted out that when it was referred to in Genesis 11:28–31 and 15:7 as Abraham’s ancestral home and the place from which he started on his trek to Palestine, some scribe later had to append the descriptive phrase “of the Chaldeans” to the name of the city to give later readers some idea of where it had been located.





The long-lost and buried city was brought to the light of modern study by the work of numerous archaeologists, particularly by the work of Sir Leonard Woolley (1922–1934). Until the year 1854, the site of the ancient city was completely unknown. The Arabs used to call the location Almuqayyer, “Mount of bitumen.” It was a forbidding place in a climate of terrific heat and surrounded by intense desolation. In 1854, J. E. Taylor, an English archaeologist, assisted by others, made some preliminary excavations. Some cylinders turned up inscribed in cuneiform characters declaring that King Nabonidus of Babylon (556–539 B.C.) had restored the famous ziggurat of Ur-Nammu.

Later explorations were made by Campbell Thompson in 1918. H. R. Hall in 1918 continued other excavations, but it was left for the pivotal work of Sir Leonard Woolley, undertaken in 1922 as a joint expedition of the British Museum, the University of Pennsylvania, and the University Museum, to give a complete history and description of the city. The expedition completed twelve very successful archaeological campaigns, and by 1934 the long-lost and buried city of Ur, vanished from the pages of history, had become one of the best-known sites in all the ancient Near East.

Abraham’s Native Town. Abraham lived in the city of Ur at the height of its splendor under the 3rd dynasty of kings. This is indicated if we follow the chronology of the Masoretic text of the Hebrew Bible. According to this system of reckoning, Abraham was born c. 2161 B.C. and entered Canaan c. 2086 B.C. Under this time arrangement, the patriarch left the city when it was near the acme of its prosperity. He entered Canaan precisely when Ur reached the pinnacle of its power, for the 3rd dynasty of kings (c. 2070–1969 B.C.) lifted the city to great prominence.

The first king was Ur-Nammu. This monarch had the title of “King of Sumer and Akkad.” He built a splendid temple tower or ziggurat at this site. Today this is still preserved as the best monument of its type in all the flat alluvial territory of Lower Mesopotamia, the basin of Tigris-Euphrates rivers. It was this structure that Nabonidus, the last of the Babylonian kings, restored in the 6th century B.C.

In the famous monument of Ur-Nammu there is extant a contemporary record of the construction of the ziggurat at Ur. This stele is a slab of white limestone measuring 5 feet across and 10 feet in height. At the top of the monument the king is standing in an attitude of prayer. An account of the building of the monument is given, and scenes are inscribed denoting the actual construction. In the days of Ur-Nammu other buildings were built around the ziggurat, and the entire sacred area was dedicated to Nannar, the moon god (patron deity of the city) and his consort, whose name was Nin-Gal.

A king by the name of Dungi succeeded Ur-Nammu, whom Nabonidus declared completed the ziggurat. Dungi was a great ruler who built a magnificent mortuary temple and tomb for himself. His son Bur-Sin succeeded him. He was followed on the throne at Ur by Gimil-Sin and then by Ibi-Sin.

Ur and Abraham. When Abraham lived in the city before he left for Haran and Canaan, Ur was a center of religion and industry. The city was wholly given over to the worship of the moon god cult. The Babylonians were devotees of many deities. But at Ur the moon god Sin was supreme.

Sir Leonard Woolley’s lengthy excavations in twelve highly rewarding campaigns have revealed the splendor and the size of the city and also have given details of the temenos or the religious section of the city. In other words, Abraham was surrounded on all sides by idolatry. This we have recorded in the Bible in Joshua 24:2. “Your fathers, including Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, dwelt on the other side of the River in old times; and they served other gods.”

The moon god Sin was given such epithets as “the exalted lord” and “the beautiful lord who shines in the heavens.” The immense temple tower, built like a mountain with various stages, contained the holy chamber of Nannar on its uppermost level. Here in this lofty Babylonian temple mystic ritual in honor of the deity was conducted. In front of the immense ziggurat and on the lower level was an open court, a kind of holy market where the people brought their gifts and paid their taxes to the king, who was also their landlord. Accordingly, the city was a kind of theocracy centered in the moon deity.

The sacred area was called the temenos. In it were located other sacred buildings and shrines, including houses for the priests and priestesses of Nannar. To the west the river Euphrates flowed near the city walls, and there were canals running around and through the city. In Abraham’s day instead of being a hot, forbidding, desertlike region, Ur was a flourishing and beautiful city because of irrigation and civilization. It was surrounded by fertile farms and a busy populace engaged in agriculture and in woolen and textile industries. All of this commerce was centered in religion.

The houses of Ur have been excavated and examined. It is conceivable that Abraham grew up as a lad in one of these residences. There is presumptive evidence that Terah’s father worshiped the moon god and was a devotee of Nannar and Nin-Gal. In one of the dwellings, there is a small domestic chapel with altar niche and family burial vault. It is very likely that Terah worshiped at such an altar.

It is out of this polluted atmosphere of polytheism that God’s sovereign grace called Abraham to begin a new line that was to be separated from idolatry and through which Messiah was to come, who would deliver the world from sin and idolatry.

The City Before the Time of Abraham. Ur existed as a brilliant city many hundreds of years before Abraham appeared on the scene. The lower regions of the Tigris-Euphrates basin with its flat land and very fertile soil have been the seat of many ancient empires—Sumer, Babylonia, Assyria, and Chaldea. The first of these civilizations was Sumer, one of the oldest civilized countries in the world. Wrapped in obscurity is the story of the beginnings of Sumer. At least by 3500 B.C. the Sumerians, that is the natives of the flat, alluvial lower courses of the Tigris-Euphrates plain, were advancing in civilization.
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The Euphrates River.
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In the next thousand years the Sumerian Empire diffused culture and civilization over most of western Asia. The extreme southern part of Sumer was called the land of Shinar. It was a flat, mud plain, immensely rich, formed by the sediment of the Tigris-Euphrates River. As these mighty streams flowed into the lower part of the Fertile Crescent, their current slackened, and they deposited huge amounts of a rich, sandy loam and formed a region which today is called Iraq, which is about as large as New Jersey.

With a network of canals running through this rich territory, this region blossomed like a rose. More than 150 years ago, travelers began to wonder about the strange mounds or hillocks of earth which dotted this flat region. What could they possibly be? Now and then antiquarian bits of carved marble or other remnants of bygone civilizations were exposed by the weather. Archaeologists began to dig beneath the truncated hillocks, and it was discovered that they were long-lost and buried cities.

One of these mounds proved to be the city of Ur of biblical fame. From these regions many tablets have been resurrected with cuneiform or wedge-shaped writing on them. These tablets were made of soft mud from the riverbank and carefully inscribed with a flat pen and set out in the sun to dry, or put in the fire to bake in a more firm form. And so, under these truncated mounds were not only buried artifacts and remnants of ancient civilizations but, what is most arresting, there are vast quantities of practically indestructible materials, all inscribed on clay tablets. These have been the basis of resurrecting the history and the civilization of Bible lands in Lower Mesopotamia in the land of Sumer.

The First Dynasty of Ur. In an ancient list of kings called the Sumerian King List in The Oxford Edition of Cuneiform Texts II,1923, by F. Langdon, an interesting story is told of the early rulers of Sumer. Among the line of kings who reigned at Kish, Uruk (biblical Erech, Gen. 10:10), Awan, Adap, Mari, and Akshak are listed several dynasties who ruled at Ur. The first kings at Ur witnessed the culminating phase of the early dynastic period in Mesopotamia (c. 2800–2360 B.C.).

The King List goes on to say, “Uruk was smitten with weapons. Its kingship was carried to Ur. Mes-Anne-pada became king and ruled 80 years. A-Anne-pada, a son of Mes-Anne-pada, reigned … years. Meskiag-Nanna, a son of Mes-Anne-pada became king and reigned 36 years. Elulu reigned 25 years. Balulu reigned 36 years. Four kings reigned 177 years. Ur was smitten with weapons.”

This line of kings was very powerful and lifted the city-state, since Ur was more than a city, to a high level of culture. This is demonstrated in the discoveries of the royal tombs by Sir Leonard Woolley, dating from c. 2500 B.C. These consisted of rooms and vaults built of brick and stone. Among one of the most interesting finds was the tomb of an important lady named Shubad of Ur. Her name is identified by an inscribed cylinder of lapis lazuli. Near her hand was a gold cup. Her lovely artistic headdress contained 9 yards of gold band.

Another exquisite find was the so-called “Standard of Ur.” This was a wooden panel, 22 inches long by 9 inches wide, skillfully inlaid with mosaic work on both sides depicting scenes of war and peace. In the war panel the king is seen receiving captives. In another the phalanx of the royal army advances. Scenes of fighting with chariots and javelins are depicted. The panel of peace presents a royal family feast. Musicians entertain while servants wait in the banquet hall and bring in spoils captured from the enemy.

Certainly the archaeological resurrection of Abraham’s ancient city of Ur has greatly illuminated the Bible references to the patriarch and given a much wider view of the historical horizons c. 2000 B.C. The early civilization of the Tigris-Euphrates Valley is becoming better known year after year. Bible dictionaries, encyclopedias, commentaries, and biblical works of every description are highly indebted to the restless and productive spade of the archaeologist. Certainly God has blessed, enabling scholars in our day to study these monuments and other remains of antiquity. The result is greater appreciation of the Bible on the human plane.

It must always be remembered that the Word of God is not only divine but human. It is God’s Book for humankind. On the human side, God has so ordained that the horizons of biblical knowledge may be expanded and increased that we may on the spiritual plane better comprehend the Word of God. How unfortunate it is when the spiritual is divorced from the historical and archaeological, or vice versa, when the historical and archaeological are divorced from the spiritual. The two work hand in hand and help one another. Happy is the student of the Bible who will combine both of these disciplines in a better understanding of the Word of God.

5. The Religious Texts from Ras Shamra (Ugarit)—Canaanite Cults Exposed

One of the most important discoveries of the 20th century was the recovery of hundreds of clay tablets which have been housed in a library situated between two great temples, one dedicated to Baal and another dedicated to Dagon, in the city of Ugarit—modern Ras Shamra in north Syria. These clay tablets date from the 15th to early 14th centuries B.C. They are inscribed in the earliest known alphabet written in wedge-shaped signs. Professor H. Bower of the University of Halle recognized this new writing as Semitic. Numbers of scholars such as E. Dhorme and Charles Virol-leaud began working on the decipherment of this new Semitic language.

The tablets turned out to be religious and cultic in nature and inscribed in a dialect that was closely akin to biblical Hebrew and Phoenician. Although Semitic in form, this new writing displayed evidences of Akkadian influence, since Mesopotamians wrote on clay tablets with wedge-shaped characters from left to right. First intimations of the archaeological importance of the ancient city of Ugarit, which was unknown until 1928, came in the spring of that year when a Syrian peasant plowing in his field a little north of present-day Minet el-Beida suddenly came across some antiquities. On April 2, 1929, work began at Minet el-Beida under the direction of Claude F. Schaffer. After a month’s work he changed to the nearby tell of Ras Shamra. Only a few days’ work demonstrated the importance of the new location. On May 20th the first tablets were uncovered. Schaffer continued excavations from 1929 to 1937. Between 1929 and 1933, the bulk of significant religious texts were recovered in the royal library in the area. Many of these were inscribed in an early Canaanite dialect, roughly contemporary with the Mosaic age.

The City of Ugarit. This flourishing second-millennium city, which had been known by scholars from Egyptian inscriptions from the Tell el-Amarna Letters and Hittite documents, was located on the north Syrian coast opposite the island of Cyprus, about 8 miles north of Latakia and 50 miles southwest of Antioch. It was situated on a bay and had a port which could be used by sea-going trade ships. It was a harbor town known in Greek times as Leukos Limen, the white harbor. It is now called Ras Shamra, “hill of fennel, ” because fennel grows there.

The hill which comprises the ruin of the ancient city has the form of a trapezium with the long side about 670 yards north and south and the longer diagonal about 1,100 yards. The hill is about 22 yards high. The site was located on the important trade route along the coast from Egypt to Asia Minor, which was connected by a road with Aleppo, Mari on the Euphrates, and Babylon. The sea route from Ugarit to Alashiya—that is, Cyprus—was a short one.

Very early, Ugarit struck up a brisk trade with the Aegean Islands. It became an important harbor. One of the main exported articles was copper, which was used in the production of bronze. Copper was imported from Asia Minor and Cyprus. Bronze was produced in Ugarit. Being a Phoenician town, Ugarit, like its sister cities, delivered timber to Egypt. Not only cedars from the interior were exported but other kinds of wood as well. There were also purple dye factories; great heaps of murex shells indicate this. These shells, abundantly found along the east Mediterranean coast, produced a famous dye of antiquity.

Literary Importance of the Texts. After preliminary work by many scholars, Cyrus Gordon worked out a Ugaritic Grammar and later put out an edition of the texts called Ugaritic Literature. The decipherment of the texts showed the important parallels between Ugaritic and Hebrew literary style and vocabulary. By 1936 H. L. Ginsberg had made some far-reaching observations with regard to common structural elements. Ginsberg’s study showed that Canaanite poetry, like Hebrew, was basically accentual, that is, consisted of numbers of feet, each of which was accented. A good example of the survival of Canaanite literary elements in Hebrew religious literature is the following tricolon (unit of three lines) from the Baal Epic of Ras Shamra:

“Behold, thine enemies, O Baal;

Behold, thine enemies shalt thou crush;

Behold, thou shalt smite thy foes.”

In Psalm 92:9 there is a striking parallel to this.

“For behold, Your enemies, O LORD, 

For behold, Your enemies shall perish;

All the workers of iniquity shall be scattered.”

The following tricolon occurs frequently in the Aqhat Epic:

“Do thou ask for life, O lad Aqhat;

Do thou ask for life, I’ll grant it thee, 

Eternal life, and I’ll accord it thee.”

A similar literary device is found in the Song of Deborah (Judg. 5:30).

“For Sisera, plunder of dyed garments, 

Plunder of garments embroidered and dyed, 

Two pieces of dyed embroidery for the neck of the looter?”

Background material such as this is an invaluable aid in the study of Hebrew poetry and the general literary qualities of style and vocabulary in Old Testament Hebrew. Since the Ugaritic language is very closely connected with biblical Hebrew, much light has been shed upon Hebrew lexicography. Any recent lexicon of Hebrew must take into consideration the vocabulary used at Ugarit. Future Hebrew dictionaries will include many words hitherto misunderstood or only partially known.

For example, the word beth-heber (Prov. 21:9; 25:24) hitherto rendered “house” has been shown from Ugaritic and Assyrian to mean specifically “a storehouse.” These verses must then be rendered “It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a brawling woman and in a storehouse.” It is of interest to note that the Egyptian proverbs of Amenemope, which have many parallels to the biblical Book of Proverbs, employ a word for “storehouse” in exactly the same sense.

Religious Significance of the Ugaritic Inscriptions. By far the most important contribution of the religious texts from Ras Shamra (Ugarit) is in giving the Bible student background material for the study of Old Testament religions. The epics set forth very clearly the Canaanite pantheon. We now know that this pantheon of the Canaanites was headed up by the god El, the supreme Canaanite deity. This is also a name by which God is known in the Old Testament (cf. Gen. 33:20). This name, “El, ” often occurs in Old Testament poetry (Ps. 18:31, 32; Job 8:3). It occurs frequently also in prose in compound names, for example, El Elyon, the God Most High (Gen. 14:18); El Shaddai, Almighty God (Gen. 17:1); El Hai, the living God (Josh. 3:10). This, however, does not mean any connection, of course, with Canaanite mythology. El is simply the common Semitic word for God. In Ugaritic, El was a bloody, lustful tyrant. The description of him, as well as of other Canaanite gods, fully substantiates the testimony of the Old Testament with regard to the degeneracy and polluting influence of Canaanite religion.

Baal was the son of El. He was the active king of the gods in the Canaanite pantheon and dominated the entire list of gods. He was the deity of the storm and the rain. Thunder was thought to be the reverberation of his voice in the heavens. At Ras Shamra a stele was discovered depicting Baal holding a stylized thunderbolt. Three of the Ugaritic poems concern Baal. Baalism, the worship of this god, was one of the most debilitating and destructive influences which threatened the Hebrews in Palestine and against which they had to be continually on guard.

As the giver of rain and all fertility, Baal figures very prominently in Canaanite mythology. He struggles with Mot, the god of death and the god of drought. In the fight Baal is slain. As a consequence, the seasonal drought occurs from June to late October. Then Anath, sister and lover of Baal, goes out in search of him, discovers his body, and slays his enemy, Mot. Baal is then brought back to life, thus ensuring the revival of vegetation for a seven-year period. The great Baal Epic of Ugarit finds in this representation a central theme.

The Phoenicians at Ugarit not only had gods who were polluted and immoral but also goddesses. Three of these who are prominent are Anath, Astarte, and Asherah. They are patronesses of war and sex. Their character, like that of El and Baal, bears out the pollution and damaging effects of Canaanite religion, since they portray war in its aspect of violence and murder and sex mainly in its lustful connotation of indulgence.

The new knowledge of Canaanite religion aids the Bible student correctly to evaluate the testimony of the Old Testament to the Canaanites. Higher criticism has impugned the morality of the Old Testament writers in such episodes as the divine command to exterminate these cults. Examples are the extermination of the people of Jericho, Saul’s extermination of the Amalekites, and the driving out of the Canaanites in general. All of these examples appear in a different view when adjudged in the light of the vileness of Canaanite religion. In Genesis 15:16 the Lord declares, “the iniquity of the Amorites” was not yet “full” in Abraham’s day. But archaeology shows Canaanite religious immorality was complete in Joshua’s day, 400 years later, and had to be destroyed.

Now, as a result of the Ras Shamra literature, the nature of Canaanite religion comes before the scholar in its real light. No longer do we have to rely on the witness of early church fathers such as Eusebius, who quotes an earlier authority, or Philo of Byblos, who in turn goes back to a much earlier authority named Sanchuniathon. No longer must we doubt the veracity of this extrabiblical witness or doubt the authenticity of the Old Testament witness. Now, as a result of archaeology, an independent witness to the effete and degenerate nature of Canaanite cults is available. No longer can critics isolate the Old Testament and accuse it of a low morality in ordering the extermination of the Canaanites. The truth is, archaeology points out that the people had become so immoral, so honeycombed with the sins of violence and sexual immorality, that had Joshua and the children of Israel not appeared to take over the land, these people would have perished under the weight of their own iniquity.

“Like priest, like people” is an old adage. Never in all the annals of history was there such a mixture of violence and lust as was combined and made an intricate part of Canaanite cults. So the Scriptures stand as a warning, corroborated by archaeology, of the judgment of God falling upon apostate and sinful religionism. Archaeology helps us to see this in an entirely different light in regard to the Canaanites.

This is especially true when we consider the low moral tone of Canaanite goddesses and gods. El was a brutal and lustful tyrant who was guilty of incest and murder. Baal also was guilty of enormous crimes. How could people worship such deities and not themselves be polluted? No wonder the warning of God was issued again and again for separation from Baalism. No wonder the history of Baal contamination of Israel is a long story of woe and suffering, as God’s people were trapped into complicity with Phoenician cults.

The era of Ahab and Jezebel, and the importation of Canaanite fertility cults and intermarriage with the Canaanites, show the devastating effect of such disobedience to the plain warning of God. Exterminating the Canaanites in the time of Joshua was not a question of destroying innocent people. It was a question of destroying or being destroyed, separating or being contaminated, being quarantined from the plague or having the plague destroy everyone.

Later Excavations at Ugarit. During World War II excavations at Ras Shamra were discontinued. They were resumed in 1948 and have been going on regularly. Work under the direction of C. F. Schaffer has been centered upon uncovering the great palace. The most important discoveries in connection with this structure were the royal archives. These archives, discovered in the palace, were of a historical nature in contrast to the mythological ritual texts of the early years, 1929–1937. The archives in the west wing of the building contained administrative documents to a large degree relating to the royal estates. Those in the east wing had documents relating to the capital city. Those in the central archive were mainly legal finds. Almost all documents were inscribed in the common language of these centuries, namely Akkadian. A few were written in Hurrian and Ugaritic. The names of twelve Ugaritic kings were found in the documents which date from the 18th to the 13th centuries B.C. The seals of the royal acts are remarkable as they all are identical in design at the top, without regard to the name of the reigning king. The motif is well known from Babylonian glyptic art and shows homage being paid to the deified king.

Numbers of fine objects have been recovered from the palace, especially pieces from the king’s bedroom. Especially noteworthy was the large ivory foot panel of the royal bedstead, perhaps the largest single piece of ivory carving yet recovered in the Near East. Another remarkable piece found in the campaign of 1952–1953 is the ancient Ugaritic alphabet of thirty letters. This piece is now housed in the National Museum at Damascus.

6. The Nuzi Tablets and the Biblical Horites

From this city east of ancient Asshur and a short distance west of Arrapkha, which flourished in the middle centuries of the 2nd millennium B.C., have come several thousand cuneiform texts. These texts have proved of immense value, illustrating the rise of the Hurrians and patriarchal customs. The present site of Nuzi is Yoghlan-Tepe. It is a mound 150 miles north of Baghdad near the foothills of southern Khurdistan. Nuzi was excavated in 1925–1931 by the American School of Oriental Research in Baghdad and Harvard University. The name “Nuzi” was used during its occupation by the Hurrians.

Before the time of the Hurrian settlement the site of Nuzi was occupied by a different ethnic group, called the Subarians. In this older period, the city bore the name of Gasur, and its earliest occupation goes back to prehistoric times. But the vital interest in the town stems from its occupation by the Hurrians and the cuneiform texts, which have been excavated from it and from nearby Arrapkha, modern Kirkuk, some 9 miles to the east.

The Nuzi Tablets and the Hurrians. Modern archaeology has not only resurrected the ancient Hittites, who were for centuries practically unknown except for sporadic references on the pages of the Bible, but also the enigmatic Horites. In the books of the Pentateuch there are numbers of references to a perplexing people called Horites. These people were defeated by Chedorlaomer and the invading Mesopotamian army (Gen. 14:6). They were governed by chiefs (Gen. 36:20–30). They are said to have been destroyed by Esau’s descendants (Deut. 2:12, 22).

This unknown people used to be thought of as a very local, restricted group of cave dwellers. The name “Horite” was thought to be derived from the Hebrew hor, “hole” or “cave.” Other than this etymological description the Horites remained completely obscure, not appearing outside the Pentateuch or in extrabiblical literature. Within the last 35 years, however, archaeology has performed a miracle in resurrecting the ancient Hurrians, the biblical Horites. They are known not to be a local, restricted group but to be a prominent people who took a preeminent place on the stage of ancient history. It is now known that they not only existed but played a far-reaching role in ancient Near Eastern cultural history. As a result of the discovery of the Hurrians, the popular etymology which connects them with “cave dwellers” has had to be abandoned.

The Hurrians or Horites were non-Semitic peoples who, before the beginning of the 2nd millennium B.C., migrated into northeastern Mesopotamia. Their homeland was in the region south of the Caucasus. They appear first upon the horizon of history c. 2400 B.C. in the Zagros Mountains east of the Tigris River. In the period c. 2000–1400 B.C., the Hurrians were very common and widespread in Upper Mesopotamia.

The Nuzi Tablets and the Patriarchs. The main interest of the Nuzi Tablets lies in the illumination of patriarchal times and customs. In the patriarchal narratives, many local practices have been quite obscure to the modern reader. Numerous clay tablets from Nuzi and nearby Arrapkha have in many cases illuminated these customs, so that now we see them as they existed in the general historical background of the time. Although the Nuzi Tablets are to be dated in the 15th and 14th centuries B.C., sometime after the patriarchal period (c. 2000–1800 B.C.), nevertheless, they illustrate the times of the patriarchs. The reason is that when the patriarchs came out of Ur, they sojourned in Haran and mingled in west Hurrian society. But the same customs prevailed by extension among the west Hurrians as among the east Hurrians at Nuzi and Arrapkha. Hence, the results obtained at Nuzi are valid by extension for the west Hurrians, as well as for a period considerably later than the patriarchs.

In Genesis 15:2 Abraham laments his childless condition and the fact that his servant Eliezer was to be his heir. In the light of this situation, God assures the patriarch that he is to have a son of his own to inherit his property. The Nuzi Tablets explain this difficult matter. They tell how a trusted servant, an apparent outsider, could be heir. At ancient Nuzi, it was customary in Hurrian society for a couple who did not have a child to adopt a son to take care of his foster parents as long as they lived, take over when they died, and then in return for his filial duty to become their heir. But it is important to note that if a natural son was born, this agreement was nullified, at least in part, and the natural son became heir. Eliezer was plainly Abraham’s adopted son. But the miraculous birth of Isaac, as the promised posterity, altered Eliezer’s status as heir.

At Nuzi a marriage contract occasionally included the statement that a given slave girl is presented outright to a new bride, exactly as in the marriage of Leah (Gen. 29:24) and Rachel (29:29). Other marriage provisions specify that a wife of the upper classes who was childless was to furnish her husband with a slave girl as a concubine. In such a case, however, the wife was entitled to treat the concubine’s offspring as her own. This last provision illuminates the difficult statement in Genesis 16:2 with its punning: “I shall obtain children by her, ” which means “I may be built up through her.” It is interesting to note that the related law of Hammurabi, paragraph 144, offers no complete parallel. There the wife is a priestess and is not entitled to claim the children of the concubine for herself.

It is thus seen that in Nuzian law and society in which the patriarchs moved for a time, marriage was regarded primarily for bearing children and not mainly for companionship. In one way or another, it was considered necessary for the family to procreate. After Isaac’s birth, Abraham’s reluctance to comply with Sarah’s demand that Hagar’s child be driven out is illustrated by local practice at Nuzi. In the event the slave wife should have a son, that son must not be expelled. In Abraham’s case, only a divine dispensation overruled human law and made the patriarch willing to comply.

Cases involving rights of the firstborn occurring in Genesis are also illustrated. In the Bible Esau sells his birthright to Jacob. In the Nuzi Tablets one brother sells a grove which he has inherited for three sheep. Evidently this in value is quite comparable to the savory food for which Esau sold his right.

In Hurrian society birthright was not so much the matter of being the firstborn as of paternal decree. Such decrees were binding above all others when handed down in the form of a deathbed declaration introduced by the following formula: “Behold now, I am old.” This situation helps to illuminate Genesis 27, the chapter that tells of Jacob stealing the family blessing.

The obscure teraphim are also explained in Nuzian law. We know that the teraphim were small household deities. Possession of them implied headship of family. In the case of a married daughter, they assured her husband the right to her father’s property. Laban had sons of his own when Jacob left for Canaan. They alone had the right to their father’s gods. The theft of these important household idols by Rachel was a notorious offense (Gen. 31:19, 30, 35). She aimed at nothing less than to preserve for her husband the chief title to Laban’s estate.

The texts from Arrapkha and Nuzi have at last supplied details for explaining these difficult customs. In special circumstances the property could pass to a daughter’s husband, but only if the father had handed over his household gods to his son-in-law as a formal token that the arrangement had proper sanction.

Another custom illuminated is that found in Genesis 12:10–20; 20:2–6; 26:1–11, where the wife of a patriarch is introduced as his sister with no apparent worthy reason. The texts from Nuzi, however, show that among the Hurrians marriage bonds were most solemn, and the wife had legally, although not necessarily through ties of blood, the simultaneous status of sister, so that the term “sister” and “wife” could be interchangeable in an official use under certain circumstances. Thus, in resorting to the wife-sister relationship, both Abraham and Isaac were availing themselves of the strongest safeguards the law, as it existed then, could afford them.

Critical Value. Discoveries such as those at Nuzi and Arrapkha are forcing higher critics to abandon many radical and untenable theories. For example, not long ago it was customary for critics to view the patriarchal stories as retrojections from a much later period and not as authentic stories from the Mosaic age, namely the 15th century B.C. But now the question rises, How could such authentic local color be retrojected from a later age? The Nuzi Letters have done a great service to students of early Bible history in not only attesting the influence of social customs in the patriarchal age and in the same portion of Mesopotamia from which the patriarchs come, but also have demonstrated these narratives are authentic to their time. Such discoveries add greatly to our historical background and enable us in our modern day to reveal them in their genuine local color and historical setting.

7. The Mari Letters—Light on the World of the Patriarchs

One of the most historically and archaeologically rewarding sites that has been discovered in Mesopotamia and Bible lands is the city of Mari, modern Tell el-Hariri on the Middle Euphrates, about 7 miles northwest of Abu-Kemal, a small town on the Syrian side of the Syro-Iraq frontier. The ancient city owed its importance to being a focal point on caravan routes crossing the Syrian desert and linking the city with Syria and the Mediterranean coast and with the civilizations of Assyria and Babylonia. This site was further identified by William Foxwell Albright in 1932.

Mari began to be excavated in 1933 by Andre Parrot under the auspices of the Musee du Louvre. The results were the digging up of an ancient imperial city of great importance and splendor. World War II interrupted excavations in 1939, after six highly successful campaigns had taken place. In 1951 this work was resumed. After four further campaigns it was broken off in 1956, as a result of the trouble over the Suez Canal.

Among the most important discoveries at Mari was the great temple of Ishtar, for the Babylonian goddess of propagation, and a temple tower or ziggurat. The temple itself had courts of the Sumerian type, columns, and a cella. The ziggurat or temple tower was similar to that at Ur and other Mesopotamian sites. Statuettes were uncovered to illustrate the popularity of the Ishtar fertility cult. One of the palace murals depicts the fact that the ruling monarch at Mari was believed to have received his staff and ring, the emblems of his authority, from Ishtar.

Another important discovery at Mari was the royal palace. A sprawling structure contemporary with the 1st dynasty of Babylon, it was built in the center of the mound and contained almost 300 rooms. The throne room furnished some rare specimens of well-preserved wall paintings. This huge building with its beautifully colored mural paintings, its royal apartments, administrative offices, and scribal school is considered one of the best preserved palaces of the Middle East. The structure was built by later Amorites, who worshiped the deities Adad and Dagon. In the postwar campaign the excavation centered mainly around the older strata going back to buildings of the pre-Sargonic period from the time of the dynasty of Akkad.
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The excavated ruins of the capital city of Babylon.
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The Royal Archives. The most interesting finds, however, were the so-called Mari Letters, some 20,000 clay tablets dug up and which have revolutionized knowledge of the ancient biblical world. These documents were written in the dialect of Old Babylonian. They date from the era of Hammurabi, c. 1700 B.C., the same monarch whose code was discovered in 1901 at Susa. These records constitute memoranda of the king and governors of the city-state of Mari, and belong to the time of the kings Yasmah-Adad, under whose reign the construction of the palace was begun, and Zimri-Lim, under whom it was completed. Some of the correspondence is that of King Yasmah-Adad with his father, the powerful empire builder King Shamshi-Adad I of Assyria, as well as with the representatives of the provinces of his realm. King Zimri-Lim’s correspondence also figures in exchanges of diplomatic correspondence with King Hammurabi of Babylon, as well as with the king of Aleppo and other vassals. Two letters dispatched from Aleppo to Zimri-Lim deal with prophetic utterances delivered in the name of the god Adad of Aleppo. The subject and tenor of these remind one of biblical prophecies.

Biblical Value of the Mari Texts. These records are of great value to biblical students because they stem from the region which was the home of the Hebrew patriarchs for a number of years before going on to Canaan. However, Abraham’s migration from Ur, according to preserved biblical chronology, apparently took place some 400 years before the era of Zimri-Lim and the fall of Mari. At this time of the 3rd dynasty of Ur, Mari was ruled by the governors of the kings of Ur. Eventually, however, a prince of Mari, Ishbi-Irra, who had brought the city-state of Isin under his dominion c. 2021 B.C., was instrumental in bringing about the downfall of the city of Ur.

Nahor, which figures prominently in the patriarchal narratives (Gen. 24:10), is mentioned quite often in the Mari Letters. One letter from Nahor is sent from a woman of that town to the king and runs as follows:

To my lord say, Thus Inib-Sharrim, thy maid servant. How long must I remain in Nahor? Peace is established and the road is unobstructed. Let my lord write and let me be brought that I may see the face of my lord from whom I am separated. Further, let my lord send me an answer to my tablet.

The term “Habiru, ” very important since Abraham is the first individual in the Bible to be named a “Hebrew” (Gen. 14:13), is found frequently in the Mari Letters, as is also the case in the Nuzi Letters. In both instances the term apparently means “a wanderer, ” “one who crosses over, ” or “one who passes from one place to another.” This explanation fits Abraham and the early patriarchs very well since they were nomadic travelers.

When Abraham left Ur in southern Mesopotamia to migrate to Canaan, he no doubt passed through the magnificent city of Mari. There can be little doubt that he and Terah with their families put up in one of the caravansaries there. Perhaps they spent days or weeks in the famous city and went sightseeing in the palace, traces of whose grandeur are still visible to the eye of the modern archaeologist.

The city of Mari was idolatrous and in it there was the widespread practice of divination. A diviner was an important official in all phases of daily life at Mari. People went to him for advice in ordinary difficulties of life. Commanders saw him for help in the movement of their troops.

The patriarchs were remarkably free from occult practices and contamination from paganism and divinatory phenomena in general. This fact is true despite the teraphim (household gods) of Rachel and despite the “foreign gods” which Jacob ordered put away and which he hid under a terebinth tree in Shechem (Gen. 35:2–4).

Interestingly, the Mari Letters refer to “sons of the right, ” that is, “sons of the south, ” since the directions were taken as one faced the east, and the south would be on one’s right hand. These were a fierce tribe of wanderers and called Benjaminites, but they have no connection with the “Benjamites” of the Bible. The name “Benjamin, ” “son of the south, ” that is, “southerner, ” was a term suited to occur in various places, especially in Mari, where the parallel term “sons of the left, ” that is, “sons of the north, ” is found.

The Bible presents Benjamin as being of Palestinian birth after Jacob’s return from Mesopotamia. He is set forth as never having been in Mesopotamia at all. Genesis 49:27 describes Benjamin as a ravenous wolf. This fits the description of the veteran tribe at Mari remarkably well. Any connection, however, is obviously dubious and purely imaginary.

Another interesting sidelight is the fact that the word translated “chieftain, ” with reference to the plundering Benjaminites, is dawidum, meaning “leader.” This sheds light on the etymology of the name of Israel’s most renowned king, who evidently had a name meaning “the leader.”

Historical Value of the Mari Letters. These documents establish that Shamshi-Adad I of Assyria, who ruled c. 1748–1716 B.C., and Hammurabi the Great of Babylon, were contemporaries. With these facts and other details furnished by the Mari documents, the date of Hammurabi can be fixed c. 1728–1676 B.C. This and other evidence have forced scholars to give up identifying Hammurabi of Babylon with Amraphel (Gen. 14:1). The high antiquity of Genesis 14 has been vindicated, but archaeology has not yet succeeded in furnishing the background of the four Mesopotamian kings who invaded the Trans-Jordanic country in the days of Abraham.

Hammurabi was a strong military leader and a great administrator. He was a member of the strong 1st dynasty of Babylon which reigned from 1830 to c. 1550 B.C. The power of this dynasty reached its height under Hammurabi’s rule. He was the greatest of all Babylonian rulers. Hammurabi defeated Rim-Sin of Larsa and established himself over all the city-states of Lower Babylonia. His expanding military machine enabled him to destroy Mari. It was his code of laws, as we have seen, that was discovered at Susa in 1901. This famous codification has remained classic in illustrating and illuminating Israelite laws.

It was during the reign of Hammurabi that the Babylonian story of creation was composed. The poem glorified Marduk, the patron god of Babylon, whom Hammurabi established as the national god of Babylonia. In this period, the early Sumerian language became an antiquity and Semitic-Babylonian came into common usage.

The Mari Letters and the Amorites. About 2000 B.C. the Semitic-nomadic peoples, who lived along the desert fringes of the Fertile Crescent, invaded the centers of established civilization. Known as “Westerners, ” they are preserved in the Old Testament as “Amorites.” Amorite states came into existence all over the Mesopotamian area. Nahor, Haran, Mari, Qatna, and Ugarit all appear as Amorite cities with Amorite kings. Babylon itself became the capital of an Amorite state under Hammurabi. This important historical fact is clearly reflected in the Mari Letters and in the peoples known as “Amorites” or “Westerners.” In such a manner archaeology is slowly but surely outlining the historical framework of the patriarchal age. Such discoveries as the Mari Letters prove of incalculable assistance to the historian of the ancient biblical world.

8. The Lachish Ostraca—Jeremiah’s Age Lives Again

In the excavations of Lachish, a southwestern Palestinian city, the most astonishing finds were some letters embedded in a layer of burnt charcoal and ashes. They were eighteen in number and were in Hebrew writing done in the ancient Phoenician script. Three more of these letters were discovered in later campaigns in 1938.

Almost all of the letters were written by one named Hoshiah, who was stationed at some military outpost, to Jaosh, who was evidently a high ranking officer in the garrison at Lachish. It was the era of the Babylonian overrunning of Palestine several years before the fall of Jerusalem in 587 B.C. The Babylonians had attacked and partly burned Lachish some ten years before in the reign of Jehoiakim. These particular letters were in the layer of ashes which represent the final destruction of the city. Accordingly, they are to be dated from 588 B.C., when Nebuchadnezzar was making the final siege of Jerusalem and also of Lachish and Azekah.

Identification of Lachish. This large mound, one of the largest occupied in Palestine, is located 30 miles southwest of Jerusalem, 20 miles inland from the Mediterranean, and 50 miles west of Hebron. It is mentioned in the Amarna Letters and in earlier Egyptian sources. Its strategic importance is attested by its being on the main route from central Palestine to Egypt. It overlooked the rich Shephelah (terrain which descended to the coastal lowland). The fortress city was an ideal barrier between the Philistine plains and the elevated Judean country. It was one of the principal fortified cities of Judah and one of the bastions taken by the Israelites in their conquest of Palestine (Josh. 10:31–35). The site of Umm-Lakis was first thought to be Lachish. Then the location was sought at Tell el-Hesy by Sir Flinders Petrie, a pioneer archaeologist. William Foxwell Albright finally identified it correctly with the large mound of Tell el-Duweir.

Nebuchadnezzar captured Lachish in 588–586 B.C. (Jer. 34:7). Marks of a huge conflagration on the road leading up to the gate and on the adjacent wall display that the attackers relied largely upon fire, for which felled olive trees not yet harvested supplied the fuel.

Excavations at Lachish. The Wellcome-Marston Archaeological Expedition in 1933 commenced work there, under the direction of J. L. Starkey. In 1938 Starkey was killed by Arab brigands, and the work was carried on by Lankester Harding and Charles H. Inge.

The Results of the Excavation. Besides evidences of earlier occupation, Lachish disclosed settlement by the Hyksos c. 1720–1550 B.C. These people overran Egypt during this period. A typical Hyksos defense ditch or fosse, with a ramp of clay and lime that apparently provided an enclosure for their horses, was brought to light. In the fosse three Canaanite Egyptian temples built between 1450 and 1225 B.C. were excavated. A Persian temple of a much later period was also found. Cemeteries at Lachish yielded a great quantity of pottery, jewelry, scarabs, and skeletal evidence.

A well, 200 feet deep, was located within the city, the remains of a tremendous engineering excavation for water storage, which was not completed. A shaft about 85 feet terminates in a rectangle 80 x 70 feet cut to a depth of 80 feet. The aim was a water system which would have been much larger than that provided by Hezekiah for Jerusalem in the Siloam Tunnel and comparable to similar systems at Gezer and Megiddo.

A good quantity of inscribed material has been removed from the Lachish excavations. A bronze dagger from c. 1700 B.C. contains four pictographic signs, samples of the early script. A bowl and a ewer contain specimens of the same early writing as that found at Serabit el-Khadem. The name “Gedaliah” was found on a jar handle and may be the official whom Nebuchadnezzar set over the land after the fall of Jerusalem (cf. Jer. 40–42).

Contents of the Lachish Letters. But of all the epigraphic discoveries at Lachish, the most important are the Lachish Letters. These letters may be briefly described as follows: Letter 1 lists names, the majority of which are found in the Old Testament. Letters 2 and 5 consist largely of greetings. Letter 3, the longest, contains the most information. This concerns movements of Jewish troops and also makes an interesting note to an unnamed prophet and his word of warning. Letter 4 states that Hoshiah, though observing the signals of Lachish, cannot see those of Azekah. Azekah may well have fallen earlier, for this letter states, “We are watching for the signal station at Lachish according to all the signals you are giving, because we cannot see the signals of Azekah.” Letter 6 contains the biblical expression, “to weaken the hands of the people.” This recalls Jeremiah, who uses a similar expression (Jer. 38:4).

Historical Importance of the Letters. The Lachish Letters give us an independent view of conditions in Judah in the last days before the fall of Jerusalem. As the Neo-Babylonian army advanced, the doom of Jerusalem was sealed, in contrast to its deliverance under the Assyrian, Sennacherib, as Isaiah had predicted (2 Kin. 19:20, 32–36). Relentlessly, Nebuchadnezzar advanced on the city after a terrible eighteen-month siege, 587 B.C. The walls of the city were broken down, the houses and the temple burned, and the people carried away to exile (2 Kin. 25:1–12).
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A clay tablet showing the colophon at the end of a typical Assyrian library tablet. Found at Nineveh.
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Jeremiah conducted his difficult ministry in these agonizing times. His reference to Azekah and Lachish is most interesting. “When the king of Babylon’s army fought against Jerusalem and all the cities of Judah that were left, against Lachish and Azekah; for only these fortified cities remained of the cities of Judah” (Jer. 34:7).

Tell Zakariya in the Shephelah region has been identified as Azekah. In 1898 it was excavated by Frederick K. Bliss of the Palestine Exploration Fund. It had a strong inner fortress buttressed with eight large towers.

The Lachish Letters concern the time just prior to the fall of the city and present the same conditions of turmoil and confusion that are revealed in the Book of Jeremiah. Numerous place names that occur in the Bible are found in the letters, as well as personal names. Hoshaiah appears in Jeremiah 42:1 and Nehemiah 12:32. God is referred to by the four-letter word YHWH, which are the consonants of the name “Jehovah” or “Yahweh.” It is also interesting to note that many of the men’s names have Yahweh endings. A prophet like Jeremiah is referred to in the letters. But this is most probably not Jeremiah himself.

So complete was the destruction by the Babylonians that it took many centuries for Judah to recover. The returned remnant was tiny and weak. The small Jewish state stamped its coins with the name “Yehud, ” that is, Judah, but not until after 300 B.C. do substantial archaeological remains appear, and then they are not abundant. Certainly the Babylonians did a thorough job of destroying Jewish power for many centuries.

The Paleographic Importance of the Letters. Being inscribed in biblical Hebrew, in which the Old Testament Scriptures were written, and with stylistic and vocabulary similarities to the Book of Jeremiah, these letters are of great paleographic importance. They help the scholar to trace the evolution of the Hebrew alphabet, noting the formation of the letters and their style. They also enable him to see how the Old Testament Scriptures, which were then written, appeared.

Surely research of this type, that makes it possible for the scholar to look back, to resurrect the past, and to see how the language of the Old Testament developed, is fascinating. Great strides are being made in this field of enquiry. It is the one truly bright spot in original biblical studies. This type of study is of immense value in expanding historical backgrounds and illuminating Holy Scripture on the human plane.

9. The Dead Sea Scrolls

The middle of the 20th century saw the greatest manuscript discovery of modern times. In 1947 a young Bedouin shepherd stumbled upon a cave south of Jericho, containing many leather scrolls of Hebrew and Aramaic writing and about 600 fragmentary inscriptions. Great excitement prevailed in the archaeological world. In 1952 new caves containing fragments of later scrolls in Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic were found. These and other startling manuscript discoveries have been followed by news of additional manuscripts found in other caves in the Dead Sea area.

A. The Date of the Scrolls. After intensive study of the manuscripts from the Dead Sea area, scholars define three periods: 1. The Archaic Period c. 200–150 B.C. 2. The Hasmonean Period c. 150–30 B.C. 3. The Herodian Period c. 30 B.C. to A.D. 70. The great majority originated in the 2nd and 3rd periods, especially the last half of the 2nd period and last half of the 3rd period.

Although attacks have been made against the antiquity and authenticity of these manuscripts, two lines of evidence substantiate their antiquity. The evidence of radiocarbon count. This scientific method of dating places the linen in which the scrolls were wrapped in the general era of c. 175 B.C. to A.D. 225. Paleographic evidence. Scholars conversant in this science date these documents by the form of the letters and the way they are written in comparison with other eras of writing. They are able to demonstrate that they come in the intermediate period between the script of the 3rd century B.C. and of the middle of the 1st century A.D. W. F. Albright observes, “All competent students of writing conversant with the available material and with paleographic method date the scrolls in the 250 years before A.D. 70.

B. The Contents of the Scrolls. The Dead Sea cave manuscripts contain material partly biblical and partly intertestamental. The biblical includes two scrolls of Isaiah, one complete, and most of the first two chapters of Habakkuk, and fragments of all Old Testament books except Esther. Large numbers of fragmentary manuscripts have been recovered from the Pentateuchal books and Isaiah. Fragments of Psalms, Jeremiah, and Daniel are numerous.
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The area near the Dead Sea where the Qumran scrolls were found.
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The scroll of Isaiah, in the initial finds from the site of Qumran, has remained the best known of the discoveries. It was the first major biblical manuscript of great antiquity to be recovered. It is earlier by a millennium than the oldest Hebrew text preserved in the Masoretic Hebrew Bible. This Masoretic Hebrew Bible is the basis of all recent translations and does not go back any earlier than A.D. 900.

This fact of the antiquity of the Hebrew text of Isaiah, dating as early as 150–125 B.C., constitutes these discoveries as the greatest of modern times. They are the oldest existing manuscripts of the Bible in any language.

In the original group of manuscripts of 1947 were a commentary on Habakkuk and so-called Manual of Discipline of a pre-Christian Jewish sect of Essenes. Of unusual interest were manuscripts later purchased by the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, containing a later Isaiah scroll more conformed to the traditional Hebrew, and a document of great interest called “The War Between the Children of Light and Darkness.” This composition evidently issued from the Maccabean struggles against Greek paganism in 158–137 B.C.

In winter, 1949, the first manuscript-bearing cave was excavated by two well-known Palestinian archaeologists, Pierre de Vaux and Lankester Harding. Recovered were fragments of Genesis, Deuteronomy, and Judges with a fragment of Leviticus in Old Hebrew script. Nonbiblical finds included a fragment of the Book of Jubilees, a work related to the Enoch literature, and some unknown material.

C. Other Manuscript-Yielding Sites. In 1952 a cave was uncovered at Murabbaat in another part of the desert. This yielded manuscripts chiefly from the 2nd century A.D. in Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic, including a few texts of Genesis, Exodus, Deuteronomy, and Isaiah. Several Hebrew letters were discovered from the period of Simon ben Keseba, that is, Bar Cocheba, who led the revolt in 132–135. A notable exception to the 2nd century A.D. date of this material is an archaic Hebrew papyrus piece, a palimpsest, a list of names and numbers, dated in the 6th century B.C.

In the same general area, other caves have been found, one group in Khirbet Mird, northeast of the monastery of Mar Saba. These contain Arabic papyri, Greek and Christo-Palestinian-Syrian documents, with fragments of biblical codices, all late Byzantine and early Arabic. Another group of manuscripts date from the period of the bulk of the Murabbaat material. Among them is a version of the minor prophets in Greek and a corpus of Nabatean papyri, both of great biblical and historical importance.

D. Excavations at Khirbet Qumran. Khirbet Qumran was excavated between 1951 and 1954. This Essene community, with the nearby caves, proved to be the richest manuscript-yielding center. Members of this Essenic community copied these manuscripts and preserved them by hiding them in the caves. The Essenes at Khirbet Qumran, 7 miles south of Jericho near the shores of the Dead Sea, were next to the Pharisees and Sadducees in importance in sectarian Judaism. This site has become one of the most publicized places in Palestine because of the phenomenal manuscript finds in the cave-dotted cliffs.

Excavations at Khirbet Qumran have fully authenticated this site as the center of Essenic Judaism. As the result of the recovery of coins, pottery, and architectural remains, the story of Qumran’s occupation can now be told. Four periods in the later history of the site are traced.

Period 1 extends from its founding c. 110 B.C. under John Hyrcanus. Numerous coins of this ruler were dug up, as well as of other Hasmonean rulers including Antigonus, 40–37 B.C., the last ruler of this line, to the seventh year of Herod, 31 B.C. At this time an earthquake apparently leveled the site. Indications are that during Herod’s reign the place was abandoned because of his antagonism.

Period 2 at Qumran dates from rebuilding and enlargement c. A.D. 1 and Roman destruction in June A.D. 68. During this era in the lifetime of Jesus, John the Baptist, and the early Christian apostles, Qumran flourished, influencing Judaism and the early Christian church. Coins have been found dating from the reign of Archelaus, 4 B.C. to A.D. 6, and from the time of the Roman procurators down to the second year of the first Jewish revolt in A.D. 66–70.

The Roman army, which took Jericho in June, A.D. 68, evidently likewise captured Qumran. One coin, marked with an X, belonged to the Tenth Legion. Iron arrowheads were found in a layer of burned ash in the excavation.

Qumran fell to Roman occupation. Some coins describe Judaea Capta.These date in the reign of Titus, A.D. 79–81, and mark Period 3 as the Roman occupation after Jerusalem’s destruction in A.D. 70. Evidence that Qumran structures were converted into army barracks indicates that a Roman garrison was stationed there from A.D. 68–c. A.D. 100. At this time the site apparently was abandoned.

Period 4. Qumran is distinguished by reoccupation of the site during the 2nd Jewish revolt, A.D. 132–135. Coins dating from this era indicate that here the Jews made their last stand to drive the Romans from their country. After that Qumran sank into obscurity.

Architectural Remains at Qumran. The main edifice at Qumran is 100 feet by 120 and formed the communal center and hub of the complex. At the northwest corner was a massive defense tower with thick walls enforced by stone embankments. Some coins from the time of the 2nd Jewish revolt (A.D. 132–135) attest its use as a fortress against Roman power.

Alongside the general meeting room is the largest hall of the main building. Here was located the scriptorium. Several inkwells of the Roman period, and even some dried ink, indicate that the manuscripts had been copied by the community’s scribes.

Also in the complex were two cisterns (artificial reservoirs) carefully plastered. There were installations for ablutions and baptisms. Of the possibly 40 cisterns and reservoirs, the bulk of them must have been used for storage of water in the very hot, dry climate.

Of great interest is the cemetery, containing about 1,000 burial places. De Vaux excavated many of these tombs. They are noted for their lack of jewelry and any evidences of luxury.

E. Khirbet Qumran and the Essenes. Not only do the excavations at Khirbet Qumran demonstrate that it was the headquarters of Essenic Judaism but three authorities who were contemporary witnesses attest the same fact, namely, Josephus, Philo, and Pliny. Pliny, for example, locates the Essenes at precisely the spot where Qumran is situated, namely, “on the west side of the Dead Sea.” He also designates the town of En-Gedi as situated “below the Essenes.”

Josephus relates their unselfish character, industry, and communal life. He extols their love for common toil, says they dressed in white, and describes their three-year probationary period before admission to the sect, and other phases of discipline. He also mentions their various lustrations and says that they numbered about 4,000. He comments on their celibacy, piety, convictions concerning immortality, and their belief in rewards for righteousness.

Philo gives a similar description of this group in Judaism. The library at Qumran attests their delight in the Bible and literature. This is reflected in information given by Philo and Josephus. The Essenes carefully copied Holy Scripture and took pains to preserve it.

There are difficulties in equating the Essenes at Qumran with the sect described by Philo, Pliny, and Josephus. Nevertheless, the likenesses far outweigh the differences. The evidence would seem to equate Qumran with the Essenes of the 1st century A.D.

F. The Essenes at Qumran and John the Baptist. Concerning John, Luke wrote: “So the child grew and became strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his manifestation to Israel” (Luke 1:80). The home of John the Baptist’s parents was in the hill country of Judea (Luke 1:39, 40, 65). Although nothing is known definitely, it is easy to believe that John the Baptist did in some way come in contact with the Essenes. There are many characteristics in his own life that parallel theirs.

Both John and the Qumranites feature Isaiah 40:3 with regard to preparing “the way of the LORD.” But John must have early realized that there were some features of the Essenes that were not conducive to preparing the nation for the advent of the Messiah, and so if he ever had a connection with them, he must have broken with them, giving himself to an active ministry of preaching repentance and baptizing in the Jordan Valley.

John’s message featured repentance (Matt. 3:2; Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3). Repentance was also a vital note in Qumran theology. They belonged to a “covenant of repentance” and they called themselves “the penitents of Israel.” The baptism of repentance, which John administered, was also paralleled by the Essenes who practiced water baptism. John’s baptism was an outer indication of inward spiritual renovation, enabling the recipients to recognize the Messiah when He came.

Baptism among the Qumranites, however, was purely ritual, and the recipients were enjoined to separate themselves rigidly from any who did not belong to their community. The severe indictment of the Jewish nation, which was characteristic of John, was also characteristic of the Essenes. They looked upon those not belonging to their sect as “sons of darkness” connected with Belial. They regarded themselves as true Israel, living in accordance with the law. For them alone the baptismal rite could have meaning.

John featured the baptism “with the Holy Spirit and fire” (Matt. 3:11), the baptism with fire being the judgment upon the unrepentant in an eschatological sense. Such judgment of fire is described in a Qumran hymn under the figure of a fiery river overflowing in wrath “on the outcasts” and in “the time of fury for all Belial.”

The baptism of the Holy Spirit, on the other hand, is prophesied by John to be the portion of those who would repent and receive the coming Messiah (John 1:33). In Qumran literature not only does God “sprinkle upon him, ” the Messiah, the spirit of truth as purifying water to cleanse Him from all abominations of falsehood and from the spirit of impurity, but the Messiah sprinkles His people with His Holy Spirit, constituting them His anointed ones.

John the Baptist was intensely missionary and evangelistic in his message. The Qumranites were self-centered, strictly sectarian, and did not spread their convictions. They did adopt children to train in their ways.

John the Baptist was vouchsafed the honor of preparing the way for the Messiah and being His forerunner. The Qumran community did not recognize the Messiah when He came. Their asceticism led to a deadend. It never conducted them to Him who would take away the sin of the world (John 1:29).

G. The Essenes and Jesus the Messiah. Although the Qumran community had a messianic hope, it was strikingly different from that of the Old Testament. They could not comprehend the combination of King and Priest in one Person (Zech. 6:9–15). Neither could they comprehend in the union of the same Person the additional office of a Prophet, although they did feature in their writings the messianic prophecy of “a Prophet” (Deut. 18:18, 19).

Their great priest was Messiah of Aaron. Their great military leader, Messiah of Israel; their prophet comprehended in the rule of the community is set down alongside the “messiahs of Aaron and Israel, ” apparently as a separate messianic figure.

There are other similarities between the organization and teachings of the Qumran group and the teachings of Jesus and the formation of the Christian church. The passage in Matthew 18:15–17 has a striking parallel in Qumran literature.

It is easily seen that with this new material the background of the gospel stories is much more richly illustrated. The Last Supper, the Sermon on the Mount, and numerous other aspects of the earthly life and ministry of Jesus are fitted into a larger framework of historical background material, and to that extent are understood on the human side. However, it is transparently clear that the ministries of John the Baptist and Jesus remain unique. Qumran literature in no sense casts any shadow upon the unique Person and work of Jesus Christ. Christianity stands as authentically growing out of the Old Testament and not connected with later Gnosticism in a post-apostolic era that would jeopardize its historical genuineness.

H. The Dead Sea Scrolls and Literary Criticism of the New Testament. The Dead Sea material has had a stabilizing effect upon New Testament criticism. In the light of the new material, the New Testament appears as a Jewish book with a Christian theology with less Greek influence in its formation than Jewish, and there is reason to date the synoptic Gospels, beginning with Mark, between A.D. 60 and 65.
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Especially interesting is the dating of the Gospel of John. A radical criticism customarily dated this Gospel about A.D. 150 or later. Thus it was removed from apostolic tradition and treated more as an apocryphal book. Now it is well known that the fourth Gospel reflects the genuine Jewish background of John the Baptist and Jesus and not a later 2nd-century Gnostic milieu. This is clearly attested by the parallels to the conceptual imagery of John’s Gospel in the Essenic literature from Qumran.

There is every evidence to believe in the authenticity of John’s Gospel, and there is not the slightest reason critically to date the Gospel after A.D. 90. Indeed, it may be quite a bit earlier. Thus the Dead Sea discoveries and the excavations at Qumran not only give additional background material to the interbiblical and New Testament period but also help to stabilize higher criticism and purge out radical views that are now shown to be untenable.

The Book of Hebrews also is interesting. This is certainly to be definitely dated before the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. The treatise apparently was planned to offset the Essenic idea of “two anointed ones, ” one a prince and the other a priest. It was designed to present the Christian and Old Testament doctrine (cf. Zech. 6:9, 15; Ps. 110:1) that Messiah would be both King and Priest in one Person. Also the Book of the Revelation was doubtless penned toward the end of the 1st century, and, in the light of the Dead Sea Scrolls, may now possibly be dated earlier, that is, before A.D. 70. This conclusion is based on its Hebraic background, being illuminated by the evidence from the Dead Sea manuscripts.

10. Jerusalem

Probably no excavation ever carried out has been as important as that carried on by Israeli institutions at the western and southern walls of the temple mountain in Jerusalem. The actual steps and entrances of Herod’s temple have been uncovered as have the tiny shops and narrow streets where the merchants must have hawked their wares. The giant stone blocks from the top of the wall, which were thrown down into the streets by Titus’s troops in A.D. 70, were found where they fell. In a grave in another part of the city were found the remains of a Jew who had been crucified by the Romans, the first physical evidence of this form of execution ever found. So extensive were these finds that it will be a generation before they are all deciphered and integrated into the historical framework of the Roman Age.

11. Ebla

The modern Arabic name for this 140-acre mound in the Northwest corner of Syria is Tell Mardikh. Archaeologists of the University of Rome began digging this mound in 1964 and found an inscription in 1968 that identified this site as ancient Ebla. They uncovered portions of impressive buildings from the time of the biblical Patriarchs (1900–1700 B.C.); and beneath these were palaces and temples of the Early Bronze Age (2400–2250 B.C.). This was the discovery of an early but advanced civilization which was previously unknown.

In 1974, 1975, and 1976, three rooms of one palace yielded almost 7,000 well-preserved clay tablets and about 13,000 fragments of other tablets with cuneiform writing on them. This archive of ancient Sumerian and Canaanite literature is very important. The tablets contain economic, political, and legal records of Ebla. (Understanding the cultures of Israel’s neighbors aids biblical interpretation.) They show that Ebla was a merchant empire. Its rulers controlled trade routes that reached into the Mesopotamian Valley, into the mountains of modern-day Turkey, and to the edge of the Nile Valley.

But more importantly, some tablets are dictionaries—the earliest known—providing the meanings of words used in both the Sumerian and early Canaanite (Eblaite) languages. (Languages help archaeologists understand the cultures.) Many Canaanite words at Ugarit and Hebrew words in the Old Testament can be understood more accurately because they also occur on these early tablets.

Many place names occur in the Ebla records, including those familiar to readers of the Bible: Haran, Damascus, Hazor, Beth Shan, Shechem, Joppa, Eshkelon, Jerusalem, Dor—and some scholars believe also Sodom and Gomorrah. Since the Bible itself presents these as real places, the Ebla tablets help support its historical reliability.

About 10,000 names of people are found on the tablets. Among them are biblical names such as Adam, Eve, Noah, Jubal, Abram, Ishmael, Hagar, Keturah, Bilhah, Israel, Micah, Michael, Saul, David, Jehorum, and Jonah. Although these names do not refer to the biblical personages, they establish that the names in Scripture are authentic.

Sometimes, however, the tablets contain mythic and legendary stories which conflict with the Scriptures (e.g., different creation accounts). Such cases illumine the biblical authors’ polemics against pagan worldviews.

The excavation project continues until the present and may be expected to cast more light on the Bible’s meaning and reliability.

The thrilling story of biblical archaeology is not yet completed. Other great discoveries as a result of continuous research in Bible lands promise even greater contributions to biblical studies in future years. For example, the recovery of thirteen Coptic codices from Nag Hammadi in Upper Egypt, since 1945, have almost rivaled the Dead Sea Scrolls in actual biblical importance. These even include the apocryphal “Gospel of Thomas” and are of inestimable value, especially from a critical standpoint in dating New Testament literature.

What new and exciting discovery affecting the Bible may we not expect the archaeologist’s spade to turn up next? The prospect should engender a love for the Scriptures and a desire to study them employing history, linguistics, and archaeology as the means under the Holy Spirit to a more accurate understanding of the Bible’s message to humankind.
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A Guide to Christian Workers

I. Commission

Give us a watchword for the hour, 

A thrilling word, a word of power;

A battle cry, a flaming breath, 

A call to conquest or to death;

A word to rouse the church from rest, 

To heed the Master’s high behest.

The call is given, ye hosts arise, 

The watchword is EVANGELIZE!

To fallen men, a dying race, 

Make known the gift of gospel grace.

The world that now in darkness lies, 

O Church of Christ, EVANGELIZE!

“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’ Amen” (Matt. 28:18–20).

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

“So you, son of man: I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore you shall hear a word from My mouth and warn them for Me. When I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked man, you shall surely die!’ and you do not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand” (Ezek. 33:7, 8).

“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matt. 5:13–16).

II. Compassion

The story is told that Martinelli received $25,000 for singing only twice. Paul and Silas sang one night in a prison. Their song was not rendered with the skill or harmony of that of Martinelli, but its tenderness touched the heart of the keeper of the prison and echoed through the angel-crowded streets of heaven; and the listening King of kings rewarded those who sang with crowns of glory that will gleam in beauty throughout eternal ages.

An immortal soul is beyond all price. There is no trouble too great, no humiliation too deep, no suffering too severe, no love too strong, no labor too hard, no expense too large, but that it is worth it, if it is spent in the effort to win a soul.

God loves the soul more than all creation. He fashioned it after His own image, and made it like Himself. Every soul has departed from God and gone astray, and God has bought the soul back again with a price.

That price was in, and through, and by Jesus Christ. God loves the soul with an everlasting love.

Satan hates the soul. In Satan’s enmity toward God he is using all his energy, using every snare, his utmost cunning, employing every means with the single purpose of ruining the souls of humankind.

When a million eternities have each lived their endless ages and have rolled by into the unthinkable past and time is no more, the soul will still be living, a conscious personality endowed with perpetual life reunited with the body.

God has said: “And he who wins souls is wise” (Prov. 11:30).

The Bible says: “Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament, and those who turn many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever” (Dan. 12:3).

Compassion was the heartbeat of our Savior’s ministry. “But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd” (Matt. 9:36). “But You, O Lord, are a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering and abundant in mercy and truth” (Ps. 86:15).

Heaven is geared for redemption. “I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance” (Luke 15:7).

No one who ever had a glimpse of hell would ever want a fellow human being to go there (see Luke 16:28).

“Those who sow in tears shall reap in joy. He who continually goes forth weeping, bearing seed for sowing, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him” (Ps. 126:5, 6).

III. Concern

One of the first questions raised in recorded history was, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” (Gen. 4:9). Do I have moral obligations toward others? “So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one” (Ezek. 22:30).

“My sheep wandered through all the mountains, and on every high hill; yes, My flock was scattered over the whole face of the earth, and no one was seeking or searching for them” (Ezek. 34:6).

“If you extend your soul to the hungry and satisfy the afflicted soul, then your light shall dawn in the darkness, and your darkness shall be as the noonday” (Is. 58:10).

“I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, that I have great sorrow and continual grief in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh” (Rom. 9:1–3). See also Psalm 106:23; Luke 19:41; Acts 20:31.

Intercession is the way that leads to the winning of souls. No church can prosper without it. No Christian can grow without it. The law of life demands reproduction—that kind should beget kind.

Jesus interceded for each of us. “Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong, because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors” (Is. 53:12).

Christ left this command to us: “Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest” (Matt. 9:38).

IV. Contact

It began with personal contact.

“He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is translated, the Christ)” (John 1:41).

With Christ came the emphasis of seeking the lost. “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10).

The movement of Christianity in this world is scripturally based on personal contact. Anyone who really knows Jesus will want others to know Him.

The secret is in the words of Andrew, “We have found.” The search for satisfaction in an individual’s soul is completed in a living knowledge of Jesus Christ. Personal evangelism is sharing this discovery.

“And he brought him to Jesus” (John 1:42).

How is this accomplished? Christ gives the answer. “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men” (Matt. 4:19). A love for Christ produces a love for humankind.

We are to be workers “who [do] not need to be ashamed” (2 Tim. 2:15). Lives today are complicated by sin. They need more than slogans and formulas. They need personal help. A conscientious doctor must deal with each patient separately and so must a conscientious soul-winner.

These guidelines must be kept in mind:


1. I MUST LIVE IT. I can’t say to others, “Do as I say, but don’t do as I do.” They must see Christ in me (1 Cor. 4:9). My strongest testimony is my daily life.

2. I MUST LOVE PEOPLE. I cannot pretend. The other person knows my motive immediately. The power of evangelism is described in Revelation 22:17, “And the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’” When my concern for others is in keeping with the concern of the Holy Spirit toward humankind, there is a community of interest in the individual that results in compulsion.

3. I MUST MEET THE PUBLIC. Jesus was heaven’s artist at this. He never met a stranger. Paul testified, “I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some” (1 Cor. 9:22).

Kindness will open doors (Eph. 4:32). It will bring an affirmative response.

4. I MUST LOOK FOR NEED. Jesus said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance” (Mark 2:17).

You will be surprised how many people are ready to talk. They simply need someone in whom they can have confidence. Zacchaeus was in trouble. Uninvited, he talked about his sin. That is my point of contact—human need.

5. I MUST COMMUNICATE. Keep away from technicalities. Refuse to become involved in debate. The Samaritan woman quibbled: “Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship” (John 4:20). It wasn’t her head that was troubling her. It was her heart. She needed Christ before she needed a church; a Redeemer before she needed a ritual. “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When He comes, He will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He” (John 4:25, 26).

6. I MUST CONCENTRATE ON CHRIST. I can get so much “I” into my testimony that spiritual pride will offend the person to whom I am witnessing. The rule of the great Baptist still holds: “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). My business is to present Jesus (John 12:32). Christ is the attraction.

7. I MUST USE TACT. This suggests a sensitivity to the other person’s feelings. It is a spirit of discernment. “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him” (James 1:5). Be natural. Be courteous. Be a good listener. Ask wise questions.

8. I MUST BRING A PERSON TO A DECISION. This can only be accomplished through the power and presence of the Holy Spirit (John 16:8).

The chance may never come again. Opportunity is God-given. Don’t gamble with it. Press for a decision. “Yet you do not have because you do not ask” (James 4:2). Don’t let people say of you at Judgment Day, “He (or she) never asked me to be a Christian!”

9. I MUST TEACH THEM TO LISTEN TO GOD’S VOICE. It is my business to introduce them to the Savior. So often the worker only introduces himself. “Now acquaint yourself with Him, and be at peace; thereby good will come to you” (Job 22:21). Let the person with whom you are dealing hear for the first time the voice of God speaking to him or her in reassurance and comfort, and you have built strength.

This is done by teaching the person two or three primary verses of Scripture. Tie the seeker to God’s Word. Let your friend know before you leave that God has spoken these words to him or her. These words carry a guarantee.

Here is an example:

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life” (John 5:24).

These are the words of the Son of God. They are spoken to you. They are spoken with finality and authority.

10. I MUST MAKE IT CRYSTAL CLEAR THAT THERE IS A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN KNOWING GOD AND KNOWING ABOUT GOD. Hearsay is not enough. Birth is not something that is secondhand. “And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers” (John 10:4, 5).


I know God when I get down to business with Him. “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you” (James 4:8). God has expressed His willingness in a covenant, contract, or testament. It bears His signature in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The moment I exercise faith toward this written word and become personally involved in agreement, that very moment the entire contract, or covenant, is in force toward me.

If I do not associate the seeker with the Word of God, that person will miss his or her way. The devil will deceive the inquirer before breakfast. He will lie so cleverly that the inquirer will apologize to worldly associates before the day is over.

Remember! The authority is in the Word of God.

V. A Conversation

Dr. R. G. Lee calls this two-way conversation “convincing confutation.” The following are answers to some excuses as Dr. Lee sets them forth.


Excuse: “I want to get established in business first. After that I will be a Christian.”

Answer: No business should be allowed to cheat one out of heaven’s blessings. Property should not kill the privilege of being a child of God. “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?” (Mark 8:36). God called one man a fool to his face. “But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?’” (Luke 12:20). He was the man who neglected his soul’s welfare by building barns, enlarging crops, and feeding his soul on corn.

Further Scriptures that may be used: Matthew 6:33; Psalm 1:1, 2; Proverbs 29:25; Mark 10:29, 30.

Excuse: “I am not a sinner.”

Answer: But God says “There is none righteous, no, not one” (Rom. 3:10). “But the Scripture has confined all under sin” (Gal. 3:22). If you are not a sinner, are you keeping God’s commands? What about Matthew 22:37? “Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’”

Excuse: “I have no encouragement at home.”

Answer: Without families we came. Without our families we go. Guilt is personal. Then, too, if you have praying parents, a saintly wife or husband, and godly children, and you continue your selfish resistance to their accepted and your rejected Savior, your guilt is deeper.

Excuse: “I am good enough as I am.”

Answer: God says you are bad enough—by nature. Humans in their natural state do wicked deeds, think evil thoughts, go to bad places, reject Jesus Christ—because their hearts are evil. No one is naturally good. If you are good, why not become acquainted with Jesus, who is supremely good?

Excuse: “I am as good as others.”

Answer: Violin players do not take their tones from each other, but from the piano. Builders are constantly using the plumb line, the level, and the square. We need to live by standards—not comparisons. Nobody can claim health because he or she is better than another diabetic or stronger than another cancer victim. Measure yourself by Jesus if you want to know how good or bad you are. Do not be too sure you are better than many within the church. They have confessed Jesus before others—as Jesus asked. You have not. Moreover, you are forbidden to judge to justify yourself. You are not saved or lost by the deeds of others.

Excuse: “I have no feeling.”

Answer: The world isn’t run by feeling. Washington did not live at Valley Forge because he felt like it. Most people do most of their worthy acts contrary to feeling. The doctor does not deal with diseases because of feeling but because of necessity.

Scriptures that may be used: Revelation 3:20; John 3:36; Ephesians 1:13; 1 Peter 1:8.

Excuse: “I am so weak.”

Answer: “You will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever, for in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength” (Is. 26:3, 4). Who will keep? The Almighty God. How? “In perfect peace.” On what condition? “Whose mind is stayed” on God—not on self, nor circumstances, failures, successes, nor on others. Trust—not try or worry, but trust. In whom? God. How long? All the time. Why? For God is everlasting strength.

Further Scriptures that may be used: Jude 24; 1 Corinthians 10:13; Philippians 1:6; Isaiah 41:10, 13, 14; 2 Timothy 1:12.

Excuse: “I am doing the best I can.”

Answer: How long have you been doing your best? Have you succeeded? How long will it take you to make yourself fit for heaven? Suppose you die now? The best you can do is to acknowledge you cannot do anything to save yourself—except believe.

Excuse: “I am too big a sinner.”

Answer: Jesus came to save all sinners. “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief” (1 Tim. 1:15). Are your sins scarlet? “‘Come now, and let us reason together, ’ says the LORD, ‘Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool’” (Is. 1:18). Are you lost? “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). Are you without strength? “For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:6–8). “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out” (John 6:37).

Further Scriptures that may be used: Matthew 9:13; Hebrews 7:25; Luke 23:39–43.

Excuse: “There are too many hypocrites.”

Answer: Hypocrites are lost. If you let hypocrites keep you from being saved, you will spend eternity in hell with them. Besides, you have to be smaller than what you hide behind. If you hide behind a hypocrite, you must be smaller than a hypocrite.

Further Scriptures that may be used: Zechariah 13:6; Acts 1:6; Hebrews 12:2; Acts 17:30, 31; Romans 2:1–6; 14:12; Matthew 7:1–5; 1 Samuel 16:7.

Excuse: “A professing Christian wronged me.”

Answer: Granted. But is that any reason why you should wrong God and insult Christ, who loved you and gave Himself for you? “He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him” (John 3:36).

Excuse: “There is too much to give up.”

Answer: Better give up everything than lose the soul. Put Christ and your soul ahead of all else. Is it too much to give up paste pearls for glittering gems? Dirt for diamonds? Is it too much to give up rags for riches?

Further Scriptures that may be used: Psalm 16:11; 84:11; Proverbs 3:17; 13:15; Matthew 11:30; Isaiah 57:21; Romans 8:32; Mark 8:36, 37; Luke 18:29, 30.

Excuse: “I cannot understand.”

Answer: Why let mystery cause you to refuse the Master? Do you understand the chemistry of digestion? Does your ignorance of it keep you from eating steak? Can you understand why the same sun and the same soil and the same rain get sweetness into the orange and sourness into the lemon and bitterness into the persimmon?

Lay aside your excuse of mystery and trust God as you trust the telephone to transmit your voice.

Further Scriptures that may be used: Romans 11:33; 1 Corinthians 1:8; 2:14.

Excuse: “God is unjust.”

Answer: Who is God? Who are you? Injustice is sin. Do you mean to accuse God of sin? God is so just that He never demands two payments for one debt. Jesus paid your sin debt on the cross—all of it. Therefore, when you accept Christ, you do not have that sin debt to pay.

Excuse: “Folks would laugh.”

Answer: Better let them laugh than to have God laugh. “I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your terror comes” (Prov. 1:26). Shun evil companions. “Do not enter the path of the wicked, and do not walk in the way of evil. … The way of the wicked is like darkness; they do not know what makes them stumble” (Prov. 4:14, 19). Do not be ashamed of Christ. “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 10:32, 33).

Excuse: “Not now.”

Answer: Every time you say no, it is more difficult to say yes. The time and day is now. “For He says: ‘In an acceptable time I have heard you, and in the day of salvation I have helped you’” (2 Cor. 6:2).

Seek the Lord while He may be found. Delay is decision for the wrong way. “Today—if you will, ” says the Lord. Tomorrow is the day when the idle one works, the thief becomes honest, the drunkard sober. Tomorrow is a period nowhere to be found except, perhaps, in the fool’s calendar. God’s call is not a call for tomorrow, but for today.

Dr. Lee says of the above, “In this manner do I deal with excuse-makers. With many excuse-makers I have had success. With some, I have not.”

Further Scriptures that may be used: Proverbs 27:1; 29:1; Isaiah 55:6; Hebrews 2:3.

Some other common excuses and questions are:

Excuse: “I think you are making too big a fuss about this.”

Answer: Why is Calvary such a big date in history? “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8).

Isn’t your soul important? “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matt. 16:26).

Isn’t life uncertain? “But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?’” (Luke 12:20).

Death, judgment, and hell lie ahead (Gal. 6:7; Heb. 9:27).

The Son of God asks for your decision (Rev. 3:20).

Excuse: “I will take my chances.”

Answer: God always has the last word. “So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth’” (Matt. 22:12, 13).

Nebuchadnezzar gave this testimony, “That the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, gives it to whomever He will” (Dan. 4:17). “All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He does according to His will in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain His hand or say to Him, ‘What have you done?’” (Dan. 4:35).

God’s Word has eternal force (Is. 55:11).

A judgment must be rendered on each life lived (John 5:27–29).

Excuse: “My friends mean so much to me.”

Answer: Are they your friends or your enemies? “Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God” (James 4:4).

Do your friends care for your soul? “But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything” (Luke 15:14–16).

You will gain a greater Friend and friends (John 15:15; Matt. 19:29).

Your example can lead your unsaved friends to Christ (John 1:45).

Excuse: “I am going to have a good time in this world and let the next world take care of itself.”

Answer: Others have followed this course before. “Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented” (Luke 16:25).

Your life can prove to be a charade (Luke 12:15).

Opportunity brings responsibility (Eccl. 11:9).

Excuse: “Please do not talk to me about it.”

Answer: I am simply bringing God’s message to you. “Therefore prepare yourself and arise, and speak to them all that I command you. Do not be dismayed before their faces, lest I dismay you before them” (Jer. 1:17). “And go, get to the captives, to the children of your people, and speak to them and tell them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, ’ whether they hear, or whether they refuse” (Ezek. 3:11).

My business is to witness (2 Cor. 2:15, 16).

Excuse: “I am my own boss.”

Answer: Wise men and women receive counsel. “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death” (Prov. 14:12).

The straight way is the best way (Matt. 7:13, 14).

The easiest thing in the world to get is a wrong answer.

Excuse: “Frankly, I am skeptical about the whole matter.”

Answer: Are you honestly looking for answers? Will you accept evidence as it would be accepted before a court of law? Are you an inquirer or a spiritual subversive “who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator” (Rom. 1:25). “And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting” (Rom. 1:28).

Jesus Christ threw out this challenge: “He who is of God hears God’s words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not of God” (John 8:47).

You can doubt to your own peril (2 Thess. 2:10, 12).

The way to find out whether or not a thing is true and worthy of one’s acceptance is to put it to a personal test (Ps. 34:8).

Excuse: “I want to be absolutely neutral about this matter.”

Answer: There are some things you can’t be neutral about—food, drink, sleep, light, for instance. That is why Christ likened Himself to the necessities of life. “I am the bread of life” (John 6:48). “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life” (John 8:12).

Jesus said, “He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad” (Matt. 12:30).

Excuse: “I believe God is too good to damn anyone.”

Answer: That is not what the Bible says. “Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the ungodly shall perish” (Ps. 1:5, 6).

God bases your salvation or damnation on your acceptance or rejection of Jesus Christ (John 12:48).

It is not God who is hard. It is you! “But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God” (Rom. 2:5).

Every agency of God seeks to lead you to repentance (2 Pet. 3:9).

Excuse: “How can I reconcile the doctrine of hell with the Christian’s God of salvation?”

Answer: “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels’” (Matt. 25:41).

“Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place” (Acts 1:25).

“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9).

“‘Do I have any pleasure at all that the wicked should die?’ says the Lord GOD, ‘and not that he should turn from his ways and live?’” (Ezek. 18:23).

“And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life” (Matt. 25:46).

“Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented” (Luke 16:25).

“Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of hell?” (Matt. 23:33).

“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matt. 10:28).

“Therefore Sheol has enlarged itself and opened its mouth beyond measure; their glory and their multitude and their pomp, and he who is jubilant, shall descend into it. People shall be brought down, each man shall be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be humbled. But the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God who is holy shall be hallowed in righteousness” (Is. 5:14–16).

Excuse: “I am religious.”

Answer: Religion is often something that is on the outside. “Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” (Matt. 7:22, 23).

No one was more religious than Paul (Gal. 1:14; Phil. 3:6; 1 Tim. 1:13, 15).

Cornelius was a religious man who needed to be saved (Acts 11:14).

Excuse: “I am trying to be a Christian.”

Answer: It is not trying, it is trusting that counts. A drowning man tries with all his might and perishes, but when he trusts in the saving power of another he is rescued. “Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; ‘For YAH, the LORD, is my strength and song; He also has become my salvation’” (Is. 12:2).

Ishmael was Abraham’s fleshly attempt to fulfill the promise of God (he tried). Isaac was God’s provision (he trusted) (Rom. 4:3, 5).

No work that you can do for yourself can ever substitute in merit for the work that Jesus has done for you on the cross (Eph. 2:9).

“But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags; we all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away” (Is. 64:6). To try is to fail! “For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all” (James 2:10).

Excuse: “What is sin?”

Answer: Sin is breaking God’s law (1 John 3:10). All unrighteousness is sin, and there is no sin not leading to death (1 John 5:17).

Unbelief is sin (John 16:8, 9).

Questionable indulgences are sin (Rom. 14:23).

Missing the mark is sin (Rom. 3:23).

Undone duty is sin (James 4:17).

Excuse: “My sins are small, so why worry?”

Answer: Because any sin torments. “‘There is no peace, ’ says the LORD, ‘for the wicked’” (Is. 48:22).

Because any sin separates you from God (Is. 59:2).

Because any sin enslaves you (John 8:34).

Because any sin excludes from heaven (1 Cor. 6:9).

Because any sin ends in death (Rom. 6:23).

Excuse: “I may be punished but not eternally.”

Answer: If God is eternal and heaven is eternal—hell will be eternal also. “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels’” (Matt. 25:41).

There is “a resurrection of condemnation” (John 5:28, 29).

Don’t forget there is the “second death” (Rev. 20:13–15).

Excuse: “I am too old now to become a Christian.”

Answer: There is no age limit (2 Cor. 6:2).

God has foreseen your problem. “But from there you will seek the LORD your God, and you will find Him if you seek Him with all your heart and with all your soul. When you are in distress, and all these things come upon you in the latter days, when you turn to the LORD your God and obey His voice (for the LORD your God is a merciful God), He will not forsake you nor destroy you, nor forget the covenant of your fathers which He swore to them” (Deut. 4:29–31).

Excuse: “I do not think I am old enough to make a decision.”

Answer: You have reached an age of accountability if you sense Christ’s approach to your life. “Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, before the difficult days come, and the years draw near when you say, ‘I have no pleasure in them’” (Eccl. 12:1).

The time to make a decision is when your conscience is tender (2 Sam. 19:35).

The best time is now (Heb. 3:13).

Excuse: “I intend to before I die.”

Answer: Can you determine the hour of your death? Nothing is so uncertain as life (Prov. 29:1; Job 34:20).

God warns against presumption (James 4:13–17).

There is no time like the present. “Seek the LORD while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near” (Is. 55:6).

Excuse: “I am afraid I cannot hold out.”

Answer: Jesus not only saves but He keeps. He is the Good Shepherd (John 10:11, 14).

The same One who convicts you is concerned about you. “He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it” (1 Thess. 5:24).

Paul gives his experience. “And He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Cor. 12:9).

God has made an investment in you, and He will work to protect that investment (Phil. 1:6).

To know Him is to have assurance. Commit your entire life to His care. Leave the future in your Master’s hands (2 Tim. 1:12).

Excuse: “I am afraid of persecution.”

Answer: It is a cowardly thing to deny Jesus Christ. “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death” (Rev. 21:8).

“For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels” (Mark 8:38).

So little is asked for so much in return. “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us” (Rom. 8:18).

It is all or nothing. “If we endure, we shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us” (2 Tim. 2:12).

You join a select company. It is a chance of a lifetime to do something worthwhile. “Blessed are you when men hate you, and when they exclude you, and revile you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of Man’s sake. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For indeed your reward is great in heaven, for in like manner their fathers did to the prophets” (Luke 6:22, 23).

He does not ask you to do anything for Him that He did not do for you (Heb. 12:2).

Excuse: “I think that Jesus Christ is only one of the great men in history.”

Answer: He claimed to be God. “… Who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God” (Phil. 2:6). He was put to death for this claim (Matt. 26:63–65). The Resurrection substantiated this claim: “Whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it” (Acts 2:24).

The moral grandeur of His life surpasses anything on record. “Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you not believe Me?” (John 8:46).

No one has so influenced history (Luke 2:34).

There is the repeated testimony of personal experience. “Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world” (John 4:42).

There is the open challenge to prove His divinity for yourself. “If anyone wills to do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God or whether I speak on My own authority” (John 7:17).

Question: “Why does God allow evil in this world?”

Answer: Freedom of choice is the Creator’s great gift to the human race. “I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live” (Deut. 30:19).

Sin originated in human beings, not in God. God prevents sin’s dominion (Rom. 6:14).

God has, at His own cost, provided a remedy. “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6).

Excuse: “There is so much suffering.”

Answer: This is not the world as God planned it—the world that He said was “very good” (Gen. 1:31). It is the world in which humankind has spread their sin. “Even as I have seen, those who plow iniquity and sow trouble reap the same” (Job 4:8).

God has provided an alternative. “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23).

It is not the world that God intends to establish (Is. 65:20).

Question: “Does this have to be done publicly?”

Answer: God makes the rules. He has undertaken our salvation completely; therefore He has the right to say how we are to receive it. “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 10:32, 33). “For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” (Rom. 10:10).

Like a true marriage—a miracle of trust happens in the heart first; then an open acknowledgment, through proper ordinances, is made to the public.

“For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels” (Mark 8:38).

“Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him the Son of Man also will confess before the angels of God. But he who denies Me before men will be denied before the angels of God” (Luke 12:8, 9).

“Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue; for they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God” (John 12:42, 43).

Question: “What about baptism?”

Answer: Baptism like Communion “shows the Lord’s death.” It is faith you show publicly when you are baptized.

“Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:3–5).

Baptism is our open profession before the world that we are now living a miracle, supernatural life of Christian grace by the quickening, regenerating power of God in us.

You should be baptized because like your Lord it fulfills “… all righteousness. …” It keeps setting forth the gospel of Jesus before this world. Baptism is one of the first tests of obedience.

Excuse: “I cannot break with my sins.”

Answer: Salvation is a life-and-death choice. “I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3).

You cannot live one way and die another way. “For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life” (Gal. 6:8; cf. Rev. 21:8).

You cannot do it in your own strength. “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed” (John 8:36). “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13).

Christ can reach you where you are (Heb. 7:25).

Excuse: “I see no harm in worldly amusements.”

Answer: The approach to this question should always be positive, and not negative. Instead of asking, “What harm is there in it?” I should ask, “What good is there in it?”

“And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him” (Col. 3:17).

“Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31).

“All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any” (1 Cor. 6:12).

As a Christian, I am responsible to use my body and my mind in trust for God’s glory (1 Cor. 6:19, 20).

Sharp warnings appear in the New Testament: “If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are” (1 Cor. 3:17). “Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you” (2 Cor. 6:17). “They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him, being abominable, disobedient, and disqualified for every good work” (Titus 1:16).

My aim should always be to give my utmost for His highest (2 Tim. 2:4).

Excuse: “I am not respectable enough to be a Christian.”

Answer: It is your saving, active faith in Christ that counts, “And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And they began to be merry” (Luke 15:20–24). See also Luke 18:10–14.

We can never make ourselves good enough. “But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness” (Rom. 4:5). See also Isaiah 41:13.

Excuse: “I am afraid Jesus will not receive me.”

Answer: You have His word on it. “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out” (John 6:37).

God is no respecter of persons (Rom. 10:13; Luke 15:2). See also Revelation 22:17.

Excuse: “I have tried before and failed.”

Answer: One failure need not mean final defeat. Upon whom did you depend? Did you make a complete surrender? Did you keep something back? Did you confess Christ publicly? Were you faithful in prayer? Did you seek guidance from the Word? “These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so” (Acts 17:11). Did you go to work for Christ? (Luke 11:24–26). See also 1 Peter 2:2.

Make a full surrender. “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1).

Keep in touch! “Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matt. 26:41).

Be present in church (Heb. 10:25).

Excuse: “I think I have committed the unpardonable sin.”

Answer: You will know if you have committed this sin. The desire to be a Christian will be forever past. No spiritual impression will ever again come to your soul. A hardening process will have taken place.

“Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men. Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come” (Matt. 12:31, 32).

In another passage we read: “but he who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is subject to eternal condemnation” (Mark 3:29).

The tragedy lies in the eternally unforgiven soul. Since the Holy Spirit is the agent in conviction and conversion, there can be no rebirth without the Holy Spirit. To sin against the Holy Spirit is to sin against your own soul. To blaspheme against the Holy Spirit is to shut yourself off forever from access to God.

“If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he will ask, and He will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death” (1 John 5:16).

You will know if you cross this line. Those who have committed this sin are completely given over to Satan and have not the slightest interest in spiritual matters. Paul describes it as being “past feeling” (Eph. 4:19).

On the other hand, Satan, the deceiver, will lie to you and tell you that you are unpardonable. God makes no exceptions in His offer of salvation.

“And by Him everyone who believes is justified from all things from which you could not be justified by the law of Moses” (Acts 13:39).

Murder is not unpardonable. David confessed his sin and was forgiven (Ps. 32:5).

Theft is not unpardonable. The penitent thief on the cross was pardoned (Luke 23:43).

Blasphemy is not unpardonable. Paul was a blasphemer, and he was pardoned (1 Tim. 1:13).

Adultery is not unpardonable. The woman of Samaria was saved (John 4:18).

One of the amazing records of forgiveness is found in 1 Corinthians 6:9–11.

The person who sincerely asks for pardon will never be refused. “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, and He will have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon” (Is. 55:7).

“‘Come now, and let us reason together, ’ says the LORD, ‘though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool’” (Is. 1:18). See also Acts 10:43.

Paul was a great sinner, but he obtained salvation (1 Tim. 1:15, 16).

Question: “Would not suicide be the best way out of my trouble?”

Answer: There is only one solution for guilt consciousness—forgiveness and cleansing (Job 15:20; 1 John 1:9).

Self-murder only hastens judgment. “So then each of us shall give account of himself to God” (Rom. 14:12).

A correct relationship with Christ brings a new approach to living. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new” (2 Cor. 5:17).

Get the sin-problem settled first, and then the trouble-problem can be settled (Matt. 6:33).

Excuse: “I am seeking but I cannot find Christ.”

Answer: Christ is not distant. His presence is noticeable, “so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring’” (Acts 17:27, 28).

Paul says that Christ makes Himself real to a person through the exercise of faith (Rom. 10:6–11).

Be sure you are looking in the right direction! “And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart” (Jer. 29:13).

Excuse: “I am ashamed to come to Christ.”

Answer: “When Jesus heard that, He said to them, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. But go and learn what this means: “I desire mercy and not sacrifice.” For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance’” (Matt. 9:12, 13).

Salvation is for the lost. “For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:6–8).

Excuse: “I would like to be a Christian, but I cannot forgive my enemies.”

Answer: Through God’s help you can do what you cannot do otherwise. “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible” (Matt. 19:26).

I become a recipient of God’s grace. “And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work” (2 Cor. 9:8). See also 2 Corinthians 12:9.

Tell God only that you are willing to be made willing (Matt. 6:14, 15).

Excuse: “I want to be saved, but I cannot believe.”

Answer: Whom does the Bible ask you to believe? “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household” (Acts 16:31).

Do you believe that God has saved others? Do you believe that He wants to save you? Do you believe that He can save you? Will you trust Him to save you now?

You are saved through the Word, which is God’s contract with you, and because God wants you to be saved (John 5:24). “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:12, 13).

Use the faith that God gives you! “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8). See also Romans 5:1.

Question: “Does not the Bible have inconsistencies and contradictions in it?”

Answer: Where are they? The Bible is revelation. “‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways, ’ says the LORD. ‘For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts” (Is. 55:8, 9).

The Bible is a locked book to a locked heart.

“Many shall be purified, made white, and refined, but the wicked shall do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand” (Dan. 12:10). “But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14).





Certainly there are mysteries presented in God’s Word! “As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures. You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked; but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen” (2 Pet. 3:16–18).

Know Him and you will know His book!

Question: “How can I know there is a God?”

Answer: There are three sources of material. First, there is the Bible. Second, there is nature. Third, there is humankind. These point to the Creator. None are possible by happenstance. None could have been produced by accident.

“Because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them” (Rom. 1:9).

“When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have ordained” (Ps. 8:3).

“By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and all the host of them by the breath of His mouth” (Ps. 33:6).

Question: “Why do I need the blood?”

Answer: “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul” (Lev. 17:11).

Jesus died for you and me (Matt. 26:28).

“And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission” (Heb. 9:22).

He tasted death for me. Thus He bore the supreme penalty of my sins (Rom. 5:9, 10).

It took the greatest price in the universe. “Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 Pet. 1:18, 19).

Question: “Why should I accept the Bible as the final authority?”

Answer: The Bible has survived all unbelievers. “For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect? Certainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar” (Rom. 3:3, 4).

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16).

God’s character rests upon the authenticity and authority of the Bible (Mark 13:31).

Question: “What must I do to be saved?”


Answer: God, through Jesus Christ, His Son, has provided a way for you (Is. 53:5, 6). That sixth verse begins and ends with the same word, “all.” It is a universal salvation for a universal need.

Your part is to “receive”; God’s part is to give you “power to become.” “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name” (John 1:12).

Conversion and regeneration go together. When you have turned to God (conversion), He will turn over your life (regeneration). God’s part is as essential as your part (John 3:7).

Saving faith reaches out and believes what God’s Word says about you. “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life” (John 5:24).

Your salvation is in your acceptance of what Christ has done for you. Did He, or did He not, die for you? (Acts 16:31).

Outward form is useless until something has happened within your life. Salvation is like marriage. All the ceremony involved can’t really marry a couple unless first of all something real toward each other has happened in each of their hearts. When that occurs, they want the whole world to know (Rom. 10:9–19).

God saves sinners only. Are you a sinner? Do you need two things—(1) FORGIVENESS and (2) CLEANSING?

What God has done for others, He will do for you. “For ‘whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved’” (Rom. 10:13).

Jesus foretold that excuses and alibis would be given. Excuses are never reasons.

“Then He said to him, ‘A certain man gave a great supper and invited many, and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who were invited, “Come, for all things are now ready.” But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, “I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.” And another said, “I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to have me excused.” Still another said, “I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.” So that servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house, being angry, said to his servant, “Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor, and the maimed and the lame and the blind.” And the servant said, “Master, it is done as you commanded, and still there is room.” Then the master said to the servant, “Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. For I say to you that none of those men who were invited shall taste my supper”’” (Luke 14:16–24).

Let not conscience make you linger, 

Nor of fitness fondly dream;

All the fitness he requireth

Is to feel your need of Him.

—Joseph Hart

VI. Conversion

Steps to the Christian Life:


1. REPENT. Turn around. Change your mind. “I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3).

2. RECEIVE HIM. You need the Savior. Accept Him. “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name” (John 1:12).

3. BE “BORN AGAIN.” This is what God does for you. This is the New Birth—a miracle of spiritual life performed by the Holy Spirit. “Who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:13). See also John 11:25.

4. REJOICE PUBLICLY. Make your testimony for Christ, “that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” (Rom. 10:9, 10). See also Matthew 10:32, 33.

5. REQUEST WATER BAPTISM. This is an outward testimony to an inward transaction. “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned” (Mark 16:16).

6. READ THE WORD. The Word is the source of your faith. “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God” (1 John 5:13). See also Romans 10:17; Psalm 119:105.

The Bible can never be the private and exclusive property of any one religion. God gave it to the world. Therefore, look for your eternal assurance from the Bible. It is what God says that counts.

7. REACH GOD IN PRAYER. Prayer is conversation with God. Life is sustained by union and communion (Eph. 6:18; James 4:2). “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him” (1 John 5:14, 15).

8. RELATE YOUR EXPERIENCE TO OTHERS. You maintain strength by exercise. “Nevertheless if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your soul. Therefore you, O son of man, say to the house of Israel: ‘Thus you say, “If our transgressions and our sins lie upon us, and we pine away in them, how can we then live?”’” (Ezek. 33:9, 10).

9. RESIST THE DEVIL. Temptation is not sin. It is yielding to temptation that is sin. “That the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:7).

“For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15).

10. RESTITUTION. Your guilt is gone, and you can convert your influence for good. “Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, ‘Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold’” (Luke 19:8).

“This being so, I myself always strive to have a conscience without offense toward God and men” (Acts 24:16).

11. “RENDER ... TO GOD THE THINGS THAT ARE GOD’S.” Start tithing your income immediately. “Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, ‘In what way have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings. … Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, and try Me now in this, ” says the LORD of hosts, “if I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it” (Mal. 3:8, 10). See also 1 Corinthians 16:2.

12. REGULARLY ATTEND CHURCH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL. Associate yourself immediately with God’s people. Become a church member (Heb. 10:25).


“So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read” (Luke 4:16).

“As His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue” (2 Pet. 1:3).

VII. Convincement

“In Him was life, and the life was the light of men” (John 1:4).

“But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins” (Luke 5:24).

It is too late in another world. Forgiveness of sins must be received on this side (1 John 3:2).

What is this assurance? How can I know for certain?

There are second chances in health, money, championships, and education; but when we pass from this life, we cannot return for a second chance. Your religion must furnish your proof. You have a right to demand it.

Calvary is ridiculous if your life can be changed and you do not know it. Something you may have and not know it, is something you can lose and never miss. The proof of your salvation is not by sensation. It is by Scripture.

Certain evidences must be manifested in our lives immediately. These evidences are recorded in the Bible.


1. THERE IS AN INFALLIBLE INSIDE WITNESS. “He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son” (1 John 5:10). The preacher and the church may tell you that you are all right. But you yourself are the final judge in that matter.

Christ asked Peter about this. He asked, “Do you love Me more than these?” (John 21:15). There was no doubt in Peter’s mind about his relationship to Jesus.

2. THERE IS A FAMILY RELATIONSHIP. “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren” (1 John 3:14). You sense a different and vital relationship with God’s children. You are at home with spiritual things. It is a tie stronger than any family background in this world (Gal. 6:10).

3. THERE IS A NEW IMAGE. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). A New Testament Christian is not a patched-up job, a reformed sinner. There is a new will; there are new affections; there is a new purpose because there is a new nature.

The emptiest and unhappiest occupation in the world is trying to act like a Christian when you are not a Christian. You do not gradually stop stealing. You stop stealing. It is miracle, not magic.

4. THERE IS A RESPONSE OF VICTORY. “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith” (1 John 5:4). See also John 17:15, 16. The born-again man or woman is not motivated by this world-system.


Fancy yourself on the farm. It is hot midsummer. Nearby is a big mud wallow. Here comes a pig. He grunts with contentment as he wades into the slime. You say, “Mr. Hog, why do you want to submerge in that filth? Why do you not seek a cleaner environment?” That pig has not the slightest interest in your ideas for his betterment. He loves the mud.

Now watch a sheep with long white wool. The moment a sheep notices mud it heads toward safer ground. The sheep has a different nature. So has a New Testament Christian.

These are Bible proofs. “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God” (1 John 5:13).

Paul testified on two continents (2 Tim. 3:11).

VIII. Camouflage

Today is a day of substitutes. Nylon has been substituted for silk. Oleomargarine has been substituted for butter. There also are many substitutes offered for salvation. Beware.


1. SERVICE IS NOT SALVATION. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves” (Matt. 23:15). How can you lead others to Christ when you do not know Christ yourself?

2. TURNING OVER A NEW LEAF IS NOT SALVATION. One does not get saved by reforming, saying, “I will clean up my life, and begin life anew.”

“But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags; we all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away” (Is. 64:6). “How you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God” (1 Thess. 1:9). Notice the direction! They did not turn from idols to God. The new birth is a divine miracle.

3. ASSERTING ONESELF IS NOT SALVATION. People “dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1) cannot throw back their shoulders and assert their own ability for righteousness. The cross of Christ exposes human degradation. That is part of the “offense of the cross” (Gal. 5:11). It does not appeal to human pride. It unsparingly shows us that we cannot do anything for ourselves. We have no righteousness or decency to offer to God.

4. RIGHT THINKING IS NOT SALVATION. It is not cultivating and concentrating on a “divine spark” that is within you. “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me” (Ps. 51:5). It is not keeping a picture of your mother, sweetheart, or your wife in your billfold, and looking at it frequently. It is not thinking high thoughts (Is. 55:8, 9). How can you think high thoughts with a base nature?

5. DENYING THE EXISTENCE OF SIN IS NOT SALVATION. God does not deny sin. Calvary is God’s recognition of sin. “And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (Is. 53:6). “But the Scripture has confined all under sin” (Gal. 3:22). One of the first steps toward salvation is to recognize your sin—not deny it.

6. TO DENY SELF IS NOT SALVATION. The heathen are masters at this. They practice all kinds of asceticism (1 Cor. 13:3). You are not saved by crucifying yourself. It is not proving to yourself that you can do hard things.

7. SACRIFICE IS NOT SALVATION. Dying for a great cause—the supreme sacrifice—is not salvation. Discipline does not cleanse a person from sin. If that were true, then everybody who entered a penitentiary would become a Christian. Paying for wrongdoing does not make one a Christian (1 Sam. 15:22).


There is no side door into heaven. Jesus said, “I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved” (John 10:9).

“He who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber” (John 10:1). You cannot steal your way into heaven.

IX. Christ

The Master has not asked us to do what He did not do constantly during His ministry upon earth. He says, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men” (Matt. 4:19).

His record is one of personal contact from when He said to Andrew, “Come and see” to His assurance to the penitent thief, “Today you will be with Me in Paradise.”

He is clear and concise about God’s plan of salvation.


1. He came to meet a human need. “I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners …” (Luke 5:32). Salvation is for sinners only.

2. He came to be the sinner’s substitute. “The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep” (John 10:11).

3. He came to do what none other can do. “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6).

4. He came to provide assurance to the trusting sinner. “Your sins are forgiven. … Go in peace” (Luke 7:48–50).


James remembers emphatically the passion that his brother manifested toward the lost. He reflects this when he says, “Let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins” (James 5:20).

X. Condensation

The story of salvation can be told in four words:

Sin

Calvary

Faith

Life


1. Salvation is needed. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).

2. Salvation is provided. “Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed” (1 Pet. 2:24).

3. Salvation is offered. “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8).

4. Salvation accepted. “He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life” (1 John 5:12).


There is a time, we know not when, 

A place, we know not where;

Which marks the destiny of men

To glory or despair.

There is a line, by us unseen, 

Which crosses every path, 

Which marks the boundary between

God’s mercy and his wrath.

To pass that limit is to die, 

To die as if by stealth;

It does not dim the beaming eye, 

Nor pale the glow of health.

The conscience may be still at ease, 

The spirit light and gay;

And that which pleases still may please, 

And care be thrust away.

But on that forehead God hath set

Indelibly a mark;

Unseen by man, for man as yet, 

Is blind and in the dark.

He feels perchance that all is well

And every fear is calmed;

He lives, he dies, he walks in hell, 

Not only doomed, but damned!

O, Where is that mysterious line

That may by men be crossed, 

Beyond which God himself hath sworn, 

That he who goes is lost?

An answer from the skies repeats, 

“Ye who from God depart.”

TODAY, O hear His voice, 

TODAY repent and harden not your heart.

—Joseph Addison Alexander




Prayers of the Bible


Subject • Reference

Abijah’s army—for victory • 2 Chr. 13:14

Abraham—for a son • Gen. 15:1–6

Abraham—for Ishmael • Gen. 17:18–21

Abraham—for Sodom • Gen. 18:20–32

Abraham—for Abimelech • Gen. 20:17

Abraham’s servant— for guidance • Gen. 24:12–52

Asa—for victory • 2 Chr. 14:11

Cain—for mercy • Gen. 4:13–15

Centurion—for his servant • Matt. 8:5–13

Christians—for Peter • Acts 12:5–12

Christians—for kings in authority • 1 Tim. 2:1, 2

Corinthians—for Paul • 2 Cor. 1:9–11

Cornelius—for enlightenment • Acts 10:1–33

Criminal—for salvation • Luke 23:42, 43

Daniel—for the Jews • Dan. 9:3–19

Daniel—for knowledge • Dan. 2:17–23

David—for blessing • 2 Sam. 7:18–29

David—for help • 1 Sam. 23:10–13

David—for guidance • 2 Sam. 2:1

David—for grace • Ps. 25:16

David—for justice • Ps. 9:17–20

Disciples—for boldness • Acts 4:24–31

Elijah—for drought and rain • James 5:17, 18

Elijah—for the raising to life of the widow’s son • 1 Kin. 17:20–23

Elijah—for triumph over Baal • 1 Kin. 18:36–38

Elijah—for death • 1 Kin. 19:4

Elisha—for blindness and sight • 2 Kin. 6:17–23

Ezekiel—for undefilement • Ezek. 4:12–15

Ezra—for the sins of the people • Ezra 9:6–15

Gideon—for proof of his call • Judg. 6:36–40

Habakkuk—for deliverance • Hab. 3:1–19

Habakkuk—for justice • Hab. 1:1–4

Hagar—for consolation • Gen. 21:14–20

Hannah—for a son • 1 Sam. 1:10–17

Hezekiah—for deliverance • 2 Kin. 19:15–19

Hezekiah—for health • 2 Kin. 20:1–11

Holy Spirit—for Christians • Rom. 8:26, 27

Isaac—for children • Gen. 25:21, 24–26

Israelites—for deliverance • Ex. 2:23–25; Ex. 3:7–10

Jabez—for prosperity • 1 Chr. 4:10

Jacob—all night • Gen. 32:24–30

Jacob—for deliverance from Esau • Gen. 32:9–12

Jehoahaz—for victory • 2 Kin. 13:1–5

Jehoshaphat— for protection • 2 Chr. 20:5–12, 27

Jehoshaphat—for victory • 2 Chr. 18:31

Jeremiah—for Judah • Jer. 42:1–6

Jeremiah—for mercy • Jer. 14:7–10

Jesus—Lord’s Prayer • Matt. 6:9–13

Jesus—praise for revelation to babes • Matt. 11:25, 26

Jesus—at Lazarus’s tomb • John 11:41, 42

Jesus—for the Father’s glory • John 12:28

Jesus—for the church • John 17:1–26

Jesus—for deliverance • Matt. 26:39, 42, 44; Matt. 27:46

Jesus—for forgiveness for others • Luke 23:34

Jesus—in submission • Luke 23:46

Jews—for safe journey • Ezra 8:21, 23

Jonah—for deliverance from the fish • Jon. 2:1–10

Joshua—for help and mercy • Josh. 7:6–9

Leper—for healing • Matt. 8:2, 3

Manasseh— for deliverance • 2 Chr. 33:12, 13

Manoah—for guidance • Judg. 13:8–15

Moses—for Pharaoh • Ex. 8:9–13

Moses—for water • Ex. 15:24, 25

Moses—for Israel • Ex. 32:31–35

Moses—for Miriam • Num. 12:11–14

Moses—that he might see the Promised Land • Deut. 3:23–25; Deut. 34:1–4

Moses—for a successor • Num. 27:15–17

Nehemiah—for the Jews • Neh. 1:4–11

Paul—for the healing of Publius’s father • Acts 28:8

Paul—for the Ephesians • Eph. 3:14–21

Paul—for grace • 2 Cor. 12:8, 9

People of Judah— for a covenant • 2 Chr. 15:12–15

Peter—for the raising of Dorcas • Acts 9:40

Priests—for blessing • 2 Chr. 30:27

Rebekah— for understanding • Gen. 25:22, 23

Reubenites— for victory • 1 Chr. 5:18–20

Samson—for water • Judg. 15:18, 19

Samson—for strength • Judg. 16:29, 30

Samuel—for Israel • 1 Sam. 7:5–12

Solomon—for wisdom • 1 Kin. 3:6–14

Tax collector—for mercy • Luke 18:13

Zechariah—for a son • Luke 1:13





1:26 Unity of the Trinity—Historically other monotheistic religions have accused Christians of worshiping three Gods: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Early and medieval Judaism, for instance, just could not conceive of any theological explanation that vindicated Christianity of the charge of polytheism.

Christians always have affirmed the great monotheistic statements of the OT (Deut. 4:35; 6:4; Is. 44:6–20; Zech. 14:9). Christian theologians also have wrestled through the centuries with how to express the unity of God’s Being while recognizing distinctions among the three Persons interacting and fellowshiping within Him. The early church fathers spoke of one divine essence or substance that could not be divided. Within that one essence are three personal distinctions: the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. No one has improved on that description.

The NT, which teaches the deity of Father (John 6:27), Son (John 1:1; 20:28), and Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3, 4), also stresses the unity of God (Mark 12:29–32; John 17:3; 1 Cor. 8:4–6; 1 Tim. 2:5). The mystery of the Trinity should remind us that when we contemplate the nature of God we reach the limits of finite human understanding. At the same time, the complexity of human personality, which somehow reflects the divine personality, should cause us not to be surprised by how multifaceted He is.

Now turn to 2 Cor. 13:14: Persons of the Trinity.

2:15–17 The Edenic Covenant—The covenant in Eden is the first of the general or universal covenants. In it, Adam is charged to: (1) populate the earth (Gen. 1:28); (2) subdue the earth (Gen. 1:28); (3) exercise dominion over the animal creation (Gen. 1:28); (4) care for the Garden of Eden and enjoy its fruit (Gen. 1:29; 2:15); and (5) refrain from eating the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, under penalty of death (Gen. 2:16, 17). The Edenic covenant was terminated by man’s disobedience, when Adam and Eve ate of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, resulting in their spiritual and physical deaths. This failure necessitated the establishment of the covenant with Adam (Gen. 3:14–21).

Now turn to Gen. 3:14–21: The Adamic Covenant.

2:18–25 How the Family Began—Gen. 2:18–25 fills in the details of the simple statement in Gen. 1:27: “Male and female He created them.” This account particularly amplifies the “and female” part of the statement and shows how woman was created. Three observations can be made on the passage that will help us to understand how the family began:


a. The need for woman (vv. 18–20). Woman is absolutely essential in God’s plan. It was God who observed, “ It is not good that man should be alone” (v. 18) and determined to make a “helper” for Adam. Woman’s role in the will of God was to be a “helper” who was suitable to man in every particular mental, spiritual, emotional, social, and physical need. God undertook an orientation program to show man the need that He alone had observed. He brought to man the birds and beasts He had created, so that man should exercise his dominion over them (v. 28) and name them (v. 19). However, in v. 20 it is noted that for Adam there was no “helper” similar to himself.

b. The provision of woman for man (vv. 21–24). God caused Adam to go to sleep, and God removed one of his “ribs.” Exactly what God removed is not known, but it was adequate for His purpose. He “made” (lit., built) a woman (v. 22) whom Adam recognized as being his equal, “bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.” This resulted in what has become known as the universal law of marriage (v. 24), in which it can be seen that: (1) the responsibility for marriage is on the man’s shoulders—he is to “leave his father and mother”; (2) the responsibility for keeping the union together is on the man’s shoulders—he is to “be joined to” his wife; and (3) the union is indissoluble—“they shall become one flesh.”

c. The state of the first man and woman (v. 25). From the beginning the man and woman were “naked” in each other’s presence and “were not ashamed.” There is no shame in nudity when it occurs within the right context—the marital union. This passage clearly teaches that (1) sex was God’s idea and is not sinful; (2) sex came before the Fall, and if the Fall had never taken place there still would be sexual relations between a husband and his wife; and (3) propagation of the species is one, but not the exclusive, purpose for sex. The Bible gives two other reasons for sex: (1) to promote love between the husband and wife (Heb. 13:4), and (2) to prevent fornication—the unlawful satisfaction of the God-given sexual desire (1 Cor. 7:2).


Now turn to Deut. 6:4–9: Three Essentials for a Christian Home.

3:6, 7 Adam’s Sin—Adam’s sin does not seem to be a very great sin from the human perspective. All he did was take a bite of some fruit. Adam’s sin is serious in that the fruit was of “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,” of which God said that he was not to eat under penalty of death (Gen. 2:17). Up to this time Adam was morally innocent. When he sinned, he by nature became a sinner. As such he died. He died spiritually immediately, and he began to die physically. Adam was the first man ever to live upon the face of the earth. From Adam and Eve come every other human being who ever has lived upon the face of the earth. Thus Adam is the “federal head” from whom every other man came. Like begets like. Apples beget apples. Dogs beget dogs. Human beings beget human beings. Since Adam became a sinner before Eve conceived a child, every human being descended from him is a sinner just like him except Christ. Because of Adam’s sin, death entered into the human race (Rom. 5:12–14); every human being needs to have the new life.

Now turn to Eccl. 7:20: Individual Sin.

3:14–21 The Adamic Covenant—The covenant with Adam is the second general or universal covenant. It could be called the covenant with humankind, for it sets forth the conditions that will hold sway until the curse of sin is lifted (cf. Is. 11:6–10; Rom. 8:18–23). According to the covenant, the conditions that will prevail are:


a. The serpent, the tool used by Satan to effect the fall of Adam and Eve, is cursed. The curse affects not only the instrument, the serpent, but also the indwelling energizer, Satan. Great physical changes took place in the serpent. Apparently it was upright; now it will go on its belly (v. 14). It was the most desirable animal of the animal creation; now it is the most loathsome. The sight or thought of a snake should be an effective reminder of the devastating effects of sin.

b. Satan is judged—he will enjoy limited success (“you shall bruise His heel,” v. 15), but ultimately he will be judged (“He shall bruise your head,” v. 15).

c. The first prophecy of the coming of the Messiah is given (v. 15).

d. There will be a multiplication of conception, necessitated by the introduction of death into the human race (v. 16).

e. There will be pain in childbirth (v. 16).

f. The woman’s relationship with her husband is distorted (v. 16).

g. The ground is cursed and will bring forth weeds among the food that man must eat for his existence (vv. 17–19).

h. The creation resists man’s efforts to order it. He toils in frustration all his life long (v. 19).

i. In sinning, man dies spiritually, and ultimately will die physically. His flesh will decay until it returns to dust from which it was originally taken (v. 19).


Now turn to Gen. 9:1–19: The Noahic Covenant.

9:1–19 The Noahic Covenant—The covenant with Noah is the third general or universal covenant. Noah has just passed through the universal flood in which all the world’s population had been wiped out. Only Noah, his wife, his three sons, and their wives—eight people—constitute the world’s population. Noah might have thought that the things provided by the covenant with Adam had now been changed. However, God gives the Noahic covenant so that Noah and all the human race to follow might know that the provisions made in the Adamic covenant remain in effect with one notable addition: the principle of human government, which includes the responsibility of suppressing the outbreak of sin and violence, so that it will not be necessary to destroy the earth again by a flood. The provisions of the covenant are:


a. The responsibility to populate the earth is reaffirmed (v. 1).

b. The subjection of the animal kingdom to humankind is reaffirmed (v. 2).

c. People are permitted to eat the flesh of animals. However, they are to refrain from eating blood (vv. 3, 4).

d. The sacredness of human life is established. Whatever sheds human blood, whether human or beast, must be put to death (vv. 5, 6).

e. This covenant is confirmed to Noah, all humankind, and every living creature on the face of the earth (vv. 9, 10).

f. The promise is given never to destroy the earth again by a universal flood (v. 11). The next time God destroys the earth, the means will be fire (2 Pet. 3:10).

g. The rainbow is designated as a testimony of the existence of this covenant and the promise never to destroy the earth by flood. As long as we can see the rainbow, we will know that the Noahic covenant is in existence (vv. 12–17).


Now turn to Gen. 12:1–3: The Abrahamic Covenant.

9:5 The Origin of Human Government—It has been assumed that human government was officially instituted after the Great Flood in Gen. 9. However, some form of law and order undoubtedly existed prior to this period. This is strongly suggested by both Jesus and Jude. Jesus in Luke 17:26, 27 says that prior to the Flood in Noah’s day people conducted their affairs in much the same manner as we do today. Jude gives us the text of a message Enoch preached to sinners prior to the Flood (Jude 14, 15). We learn that one of the main factors that brought about the Flood was human disobedience to the revealed law of God.

At any rate, there is certainly no doubt concerning the source of human government. God Himself is its divine author. Two individuals give testimony to this fact. Daniel reminds King Nebuchadnezzar that “the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses” (Dan. 4:25). The apostle Paul exhorts Christians to be subject to the laws of human government because all earthly powers exist through God’s divine permission (Rom. 13).

If one rightly understands the origin of human government, then the conclusion is reached that lawless anarchy is not only rebellion against human authority, but actual blasphemy against the divine Creator Himself.

Now turn to Rom. 13:1–4: The Function of Human Government.

12:1–3 The Abrahamic Covenant—The covenant with Abraham is the first of the theocratic covenants (pertaining to the rule of God). It is unconditional, depending solely upon God who obligates Himself in grace, indicated by the unconditional declaration, “I will,” to bring to pass the promised blessings. The Abrahamic covenant is the basis of all the other theocratic covenants and provides for blessings in three areas: (1) national—“I will make you a great nation,” (2) personal—“I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing,” and (3) universal—“in you all families of the earth shall be blessed.” This covenant was first given in broad outline and was later confirmed to Abraham in greater detail (cf. Gen. 13:14–17; 15:1–7, 18–21; 17:1–8). The Abrahamic covenant constitutes an important link in all that God began to do, has done throughout history, and will continue to do until the consummation of history. It is the one purpose of God for humans into which all of God’s programs and works fit. The personal aspects of the Abrahamic covenant are fourfold: (1) to be the father of a great nation, (2) to receive personal blessing, (3) to receive personal honor and reputation, and (4) to be the source of blessing to others. The universal aspects of the covenant are threefold: (1) blessings for those people and nations that bless Abraham and the nation that comes from him; (2) cursings upon those people and nations that curse Abraham and Israel; and (3) blessings upon all the families of the earth through the Messiah, who, according to the flesh, is Abraham’s son and provides salvation for the entire world.

Now turn to Ex. 19:5–8: The Mosaic Covenant.




19:5–8 The Mosaic Covenant—The covenant with Moses is the second of the theocratic covenants (pertaining to the rule of God) and is conditional. It is introduced by the conditional formula, “if you will indeed obey My voice . . . then you shall be a special treasure.” This covenant was given to the nation Israel so that those who believed God’s promise given to Abraham in the Abrahamic covenant (Gen. 12:1–3) would know how they should conduct themselves. The Mosaic covenant in its entirety governs three areas of their lives: (1) the commandments governed their personal lives particularly as they related to God (Ex. 20:1–26); (2) the judgments governed their social lives particularly as they related to one another (Ex. 21:1–24:11); and (3) the ordinances governed their religious lives so that the people would know how to approach God on the terms that He dictates (Ex. 24:12–31:18). The Mosaic covenant in no way replaced or set aside the Abrahamic covenant. Its function is clearly set forth by Paul (Gal. 3:17–19), who points out that the law, the Mosaic covenant, came 430 years after the Abrahamic covenant. The Mosaic covenant was added alongside the Abrahamic covenant so that the people of Israel would know how to conduct their lives until “the seed,” the Christ, comes and makes the complete and perfect sacrifice, toward which the sacrifices of the Mosaic covenant only point. The Mosaic covenant was never given so that by keeping it people could be saved, but so that they might realize that they cannot do what God wants them to do even when God writes it down on tablets of stone. The law was given that people might realize their helplessness and hopelessness when left to themselves and that their only hope is to receive the righteousness of God by faith in Jesus (Gal. 3:22–24).

Now turn to Deut. 29:10–15; 30:11–20: The Palestinian Covenant.




6:4–9 Three Essentials for a Christian Home—A new generation of Israel is gathered on the plains of Moab to hear Moses review the law in preparation for their entrance to the Promised Land. The previous generation had died in unbelief in the wilderness. Moses begins his instruction by telling the people of Israel what a home is all about. He sets forth three components that must be true if the home is rightly related to God:


a. There must be a revelation of God (6:4). God revealed three things about Himself: (1) His eternality (Yahweh; Hebrew YHWH, The Eternal); (2) His plurality (Elohim, Hebrew plural of God, there are three Persons in the Godhead); and (3) His unity—“one LORD”—the three Persons of the Godhead constitute one God; each is essential.

b. There must be a response to God’s revelation (6:5). The response is to be a total response of love with all one’s being, heart, soul, and mind. This is the only fitting response to the eternal God who has revealed Himself.

c. There must be a threefold responsibility (6:6–9). This threefold responsibility acts as a check upon the proper response. If the earthly father responds to God with love, he will be fulfilling his threefold responsibility. If he fails in any particular, confession of sin is necessary because he does not love God with all his heart, soul, and mind. The threefold responsibility is: (1) to have God’s truth govern his heart (6:6)—there must be heart reality, not mere external conformity or ceremony; (2) to have God’s truth govern his home—this is evidenced by the fact that the father teaches the truths of God’s revelation to his children by both formal (teach diligently) and informal (talk of them) instruction; and (3) to have God’s truth govern his habits and conduct personally, privately, and publicly. In short, the home is to be a divine school in which the father is to be the teacher, under Christ.


Now turn to 1 Pet. 3:1–6: The Role of the Wife.

14:2 Purpose of Israel—The modern-day student of the Bible may well ask why so much of Scripture is taken up with the history of a single nation. Certainly many Christians wonder why one nation should be called “God’s chosen people.” The answer to this question is bound up in God’s purpose for Israel. When God promised Abraham that he would become the father of a great nation, He also promised that He would bless all peoples through that nation (Gen. 12:1–3). Therefore Israel was to be a channel of blessing as well as a recipient. Even their deliverance from Egypt was partially designed to show other nations that Israel’s God was the only true God (Ex. 7:5; 14:18; Josh. 2:9–11). It was further prophesied by Isaiah that the Messiah would bring salvation to the Gentiles (Is. 49:6). Also in the Psalms there are many invitations to other nations to come and worship the Lord in Israel (Ps. 2:10–12; 117:1). Ruth the Moabitess is an example of a foreigner who believed in Israel’s God.

It is clear that God’s promise to Abraham to bless the whole world through him is still being fulfilled. The life, ministry, and death of Jesus Christ, and the existence and influence of the church today, all came about through God’s choice of Israel. All whom the church wins to Christ, whether Jew or Gentile, enter into those great blessings channeled through Israel.

Now turn to 1 Chr. 28:4–6: Government of Israel.

29:10–15; 30:11–20 The Palestinian Covenant—The covenant concerning Palestine is the third of the theocratic covenants (pertaining to the rule of God). The Palestinian covenant has two aspects: (1) the legal aspects which are immediate and conditional (Deut. 27–29); and (2) the grace aspects which are future and unconditional (Deut. 30:1–9). The enjoyment of the immediate blessings are introduced by the conditional formula: “if you diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God . . . the LORD your God will set you high above all nations of the earth” (Deut. 28:1). Sadly, Israel did not meet the condition of obedience, and is still experiencing God’s curses and punishment for their disobedience (Deut. 28:15–68). The unconditional grace aspects of the Palestinian covenant have yet to be realized. God will regather the scattered people of Israel and establish them in the land He has promised unconditionally to give them. Deut. concludes the Palestinian covenant with a final warning and challenge for obedience (Deut. 30:1–20).

Now turn to 2 Sam. 7:4–17: The Davidic Covenant.

29:29 Revelation of God’s Word—Revelation may be defined as that process by which God imparted to human beings truths they otherwise could not know. The details of creation in Genesis 1 and 2 are an example of revelation. As the first human was not created until the sixth day, we could not have possibly known the events occurring prior to this until God gave the facts to Moses.

We know God spoke to the human authors of our Bible; but just how did He speak? Was it in Hebrew? Greek? Angelic language? He spoke to them in their own language. God’s call to young Samuel in the temple (1 Sam. 3:1–10) proves this, for the boy at first mistook God’s voice for that of the aged priest Eli. Sometimes God spoke through angels: Gabriel was sent from heaven to tell Mary she would give birth to the Messiah (Luke 1:26–37). On other occasions the Lord spoke directly to individuals, as He did to Noah concerning the Great Flood (Gen. 6:13–21).

One of God’s methods of communication in Scripture is to reveal His message through dreams and visions: The wise men (Matt. 2:12) were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, while Peter was later instructed in a vision to minister to Cornelius (Acts 10:10–16). God has communicated in many different ways. He revealed Himself to Moses from a burning bush (Ex. 3:4) and to Moses, Aaron, and Miriam out of a cloud (Num. 12:4, 5).

One of the most important ways that divine truths were given in the Old Testament was through the Angel of the Lord. Most Bible students perceive this heavenly messenger to be the preincarnate Christ Himself. For example, it is the Angel of the Lord who reassured Joshua on the eve of a battle (Josh. 5:13–15).

Now turn to Is. 59:21: Inspiration of God’s Word.

31:12 Obedience to God’s Word—Reading, memorizing, and meditating upon the Word of God are of no value without obedience to the Word of God. To obey the Word of God, you do what the Word of God indicates should be done in any situation. Obedience to the Word of God is the only way that the child of God can be pleasing to God in the new life. Obedience to God’s Word results in: being treasured by God (Ex. 19:5); blessedness (happiness) in life (Ps. 119:2); not being ashamed (Ps. 119:4–6); understanding (Ps. 119:100); avoidance of evil (Ps. 119:101); guidance for life (Ps. 119:105); safety and freedom from anxiety (Prov. 1:33); life (Prov. 19:16; Ezek. 18:19; John 8:51); God’s blessing (Is. 1:19); greatness in the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 5:19); bearing fruit for God (Matt. 13:23); manifesting love for God (John 14:23; 1 John 2:5); promise of God’s presence (John 14:23; 2 John 9); abiding in the love of God (John 15:10); evidence of the doctrine that has been taught (Rom. 6:17); assurance of salvation (1 John 2:3); eternal life (1 John 2:17); dwelling in God (1 John 3:24); love of God’s children (1 John 5:2); and entrance into heaven (Rev. 22:7).

Now turn to Ps. 150:1: Praise.

32:7 God’s Work in the Past—The Bible’s revelation of God’s work in the past provides an informative and exciting panorama of centuries of divine activity toward people.

First, it gives humankind an education in truths unknowable apart from divine revelation. For example, the creation of man and woman described in Genesis 1 and 2 answers two most basic questions: “Who am I?” and “Where did I come from?” Only God Himself could disclose these facts.

Second, the Bible sets forth a mass of historical evidence for the truthfulness of the Christian faith. The most outstanding of these evidences are fulfilled prophecy, the miracles of Christ, and Christ’s death and resurrection. The believer’s faith is thus grounded in historical events and is far removed from what some have called “a leap into the dark.”

Third, the Bible records examples to help present-day Christians. Various failures of Israel and the resulting judgments of God are often cited in the New Testament as things to avoid, for example, their idolatry and grumbling in the wilderness (1 Cor. 10:11), and their unbelief at Kadesh (Heb. 4:11). Paul is said to be a living example for believers to follow (1 Cor. 4:16; 11:1), as is Jesus’ humility in the midst of suffering (1 Pet. 2:21).

Fourth, the Bible provides encouragement for Christians in their life and witness. If God could use an adulterer and murderer like David, then God can certainly use struggling Christians today if they possess David’s devotion to the Lord. Likewise, if God saved Saul of Tarsus, the chief enemy of the early church (Acts 9:1–31), then surely He can save the people with whom Christians daily share their faith.

Now turn to Ps. 139:14: God’s Work in Our Lives.




1:8 Meditating upon God’s Word—Joshua had just succeeded Moses in the leadership of the nation Israel. Moses had led the nation for forty years and had the benefit that all the wisdom and culture of Egypt and the king’s household could provide. Moses was a seasoned, multitalented man who had walked closely with God. Joshua, by contrast, was relatively untried. He was assuming an awesome responsibility in taking command of two-and-a-half million people. If anyone needed a formula for success, Joshua did. Likely there were many well-meaning people with all kinds of advice and formulas to help Joshua in the seemingly impossible task that lay ahead. What comfort and assurance it must have been as the LORD (Yahweh) spoke directly to Joshua, assuring him of His presence with him as He had been with Moses (Josh. 1:5), and giving him the key to success—meditating upon God’s Word.

Joshua is to meditate upon the Word of God day and night (i.e., at all times), and is promised (1) prosperity and (2) good success in the God-given task that lies ahead. Reading and memorizing God’s Word provide the basis for meditating upon God’s Word. You meditate upon the Word of God by rehearsing its thoughts over and over in order to understand its implications for the situations of life. Meditating upon the Word of God will guarantee prosperity and success in the new life.

Now turn to Deut. 31:12: Obedience to God’s Word.




1:17 Petition—One great difference between Christianity and all other religions is that the believer has a prayer-hearing and prayer-answering God. In the OT during a contest with Elijah, the priests of Baal make desperate efforts to speak with their god by crying out and cutting themselves, but to no avail. “But there was no voice; no one answered” (1 Kin. 18:26). How different from these words are those of the psalmist: “ But certainly God has heard me; He has attended to the voice of my prayer” (Ps. 66:19).


a. The nature of our petitions. First of all, God has commanded us to pray (Matt. 7:7, 8; 1 Tim. 2:8). When we pray, our petitions should be made by faith (James 1:6) in the name of Jesus (John 14:13). If these simple rules are followed, we can rest assured our prayers are being heard (1 John 3:22; 5:14, 15).

b. The objects of our prayers. For whom or what should we pray? First of all, we need to pray for ourselves, because unless we are in God’s will, He cannot hear our petitions about other things. Thus we should begin by asking for cleansing (1 John 1:9) and wisdom (James 1:5). Other areas of our petitions concern spiritual leaders (Col. 4:3), sick believers (James 5:14, 15), rulers (1 Tim. 2:1–3), and even for our enemies ( Matt. 5:44).


Now turn to Phil. 4:6: Thanksgiving.




7:4–17 The Davidic Covenant—The covenant with David is the fourth of the theocratic covenants (pertaining to the rule of God). In this covenant David is promised three things: (1) a land forever (v. 10); (2) an unending dynasty (vv. 11, 16); and (3) an everlasting kingdom (vv. 13, 16). The birth of Solomon, David’s son who is to succeed him, is predicted (v. 12). His particular role is to establish the throne of the Davidic kingdom forever (v. 13). His throne continues, though his seed is cursed in the person of Jeconiah (Coniah), who was the king under whom the nation was carried captive to Babylon. Jeremiah prophesies that no one whose genealogical descent could be traced back to David through Jeconiah and Solomon would ever sit on David’s throne (Jer. 22:24–30). Joseph, the legal, but not physical, father of Jesus traces his lineage to David through Jeconiah (Matt. 1:1–17). David, however, had another son, Nathan. His line was not cursed. Mary, the physical mother of Jesus, traces her lineage back to David through Nathan (Luke 3:23–38). Notice the care and the extent to which God goes to keep His word and to preserve its truthfulness. The virgin birth was absolutely essential not only to assure the sinless character of Jesus but also to fulfill the Davidic covenant. Jesus receives His “blood right” to David’s throne through His earthly mother, Mary, and His “legal right” to David’s throne through His adoptive earthly father, Joseph. The virgin birth guarantees that one of David’s line will sit on David’s throne and rule forever, while at the same time preserving intact the curse and restriction on the line of descent through Jeconiah.

Now turn to Jer. 31:31–34: The New Covenant.




18:21 Cure for Doubt—The cure for doubt depends to some extent on the thing doubted. However, the real problem is not in the object doubted but in the subject who doubts. Therefore, the following steps should be taken by the doubting Christian:


a. Confess the doubt to God as sin. Doubt is basically unbelief in God and His Word and is therefore sin (Rom. 14:23; Heb. 11:6). God has promised to hear our confession of even the darkest unbelief.

b. Study the evidence for the Christian faith. Christians have nothing to fear by looking into the facts from any source of knowledge. The greatest evidence for the validity of Christianity, the resurrection of Christ, is attested by many proofs. Among these are the empty tomb, post-Resurrection appearances, and transformed disciples. Since the Resurrection is true, it verifies everything the Bible says.

c. Make certain of your salvation. Paul exhorts Christians to examine themselves to make sure they are Christians (2 Cor. 13:5). So did the author of Heb. (Heb. 6:1–9). Salvation from sin is by simple trust in Jesus Christ. Until you are assured of your salvation you will be troubled by enormous doubts.

d. Faithfully study the Word of God. “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17).Through study and application of the Bible, our faith is strengthened and matured. Most especially, we must master the doctrines or basic teachings of the Bible if we are to be stable, mature Christians (1 Tim. 4:13, 16; 2 Tim. 3:16; Titus 2:1, 10).

e. Pray. The surest way to face doubts when they come is to have an extensive past history of answered prayer. The more a Christian prays with faith, the more that Christian sees God answer prayer; the more a person sees God answer prayer, the stronger that person’s faith becomes while the doubt becomes less.


Now turn to 1 Pet. 3:17: Kinds of Suffering.




23:3 Knowing the Will of God Through the Scriptures—The best way to study a subject often begins with a definition of that subject. What do we mean by the will of God? It is that holy and stated purpose of the Father to make His dear children as much like Christ as possible.

Without doubt the most important factor in finding God’s will is the Bible itself. God speaks to us not in some loud voice, but through the Scriptures. First, the Scriptures declare He does have a definite will for my life. “The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD” (Ps. 37:23). “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go” (Ps. 32:8). See also Eph. 2:10; Heb. 12:1. Second, God desires us to know this will for our lives. “Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is” (Eph. 5:17). Third, this will is continuous. It does not begin when I am thirty years of age. God has a will for children, young people, adults, and senior citizens. See Is. 58:11. Fourth, God’s will is specific. “Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, ‘This is the way, walk in it’ ” (Is. 30:21). “But the way of the upright is a highway” (Prov. 15:19). Fifth, God’s will is profitable (Josh. 1:8; Ps. 1:1–3).

What is the will of God for us? As we have already noted, it differs from believer to believer. But here are four aspects in the will of God which apply to every Christian:


a. It is His will that we learn more about God (Col. 1:9).

b. It is His will that we grow in grace (1 Thess. 4:3).

c. It is His will that we study His Word (2 Tim. 3:14–17).

d. It is His will that we share our faith (Acts 1:8; 1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9).


Now turn to Dan. 9:3, 4: Knowing the Will of God Through Prayer and Fasting.




16:29 The Meaning of Worship—Worship refers to the supreme honor or veneration given either in thought or deed to a person or thing. The Bible teaches that God alone is worthy of worship (Ps. 29:2), but it also sadly records accounts of those who worshiped other objects. Among those were people (Dan. 2:46), false gods (2 Kin. 10:19), images and idols (Is. 2:8; Dan. 3:5), heavenly bodies (2 Kin. 21:3), Satan (Rev. 13:4), and demons (Rev. 9:20). It is indeed tragic that many worshiped gods they could carry and not the God who could carry them. God Almighty alone is worthy of worship (Rev. 4:11).

True worship involves at least three important elements:


a. Worship requires reverence. This includes the honor and respect directed toward the Lord in thought and feeling. It is one thing to obey a superior unwillingly; it is quite another to commit one’s thoughts and emotions in that obedience. Jesus said that those who worship God must do so “in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). The term “spirit” speaks of the personal nature of worship: It is from my person to God’s Person and involves the intellect, emotions, and will. The word “truth” speaks of the content of worship: God is pleased when we worship Him, understanding His true character.

b. Worship includes public expression. This was particularly prevalent in the OT because of the sacrificial system. For example, when a believer received a particular blessing for which he wanted to thank God, it was not sufficient to say it privately; he expressed his thanks publicly with a thank-offering (Lev. 7:12).

c. Worship means service. These two concepts are often linked together in Scripture (Deut. 8:19). Furthermore, the words for worship in both Testaments originally referred to the labor of slaves for the master. Worship especially includes the joyful service which Christians render to Christ their Master. The concept of worship must not be restricted to church attendance, but should embrace an entire life of obedience to God.


Now turn to Heb. 13:15: The Expressions of Worship.

21:1 Temptation by Satan—The role of Satan against the Christian is well summed up by the meaning of the name Satan—“adversary.” He is also called “the devil,” meaning “accuser.” He can appear as a hideous dragon (Rev. 12:3, 4, 9) or as a beautifully deceptive “angel of light” ( 2 Cor. 11:14). He stands hatefully opposed to all the work of God and resourcefully promotes defiance among people (Mark 4:15; Job 2:4, 5).

When Satan sinned he was expelled from heaven (Luke 10:18), although apparently he still had some access to God (Job 1:6). A multitude of angels cast in their lot with him in his fall and subsequently became the demons mentioned often in the Bible (Matt. 12:24; Rev. 12:7). Although Satan’s doom was secured by Jesus’ death on the cross (John 16:11), he will continue to hinder God’s program until he and his angels are cast into the lake of fire (Matt. 25:41; Rev. 20:10).

The terrifying work of Satan in the unbeliever is described in Scripture as follows: he blinds their minds (2 Cor. 4:4); he takes the Word of God from their hearts (Luke 8:12); and he controls them (Acts 13:8). In regard to Christians, Satan may accuse them (Rev. 12:10), devour their testimony for Christ (1 Pet. 5:8), deceive them (2 Cor. 11:14), hinder their work (1 Thess. 2:18), tempt them to immorality (1 Cor. 7:5), and even be used by God to discipline Christians (1 Cor. 5:5; 2 Cor. 12:7).

The Christian’s response to Satan is to recognize his power and deception (2 Cor. 2:11; Eph. 6:11), to adhere steadfastly to the faith (1 Pet. 5:9), to resist him openly (James 4:7), and not to give him opportunities (Eph. 4:27). In practice, the best way to oppose him is to be a growing Christian. Also, in the light of his tremendous power to blind men to the gospel, Christians must always be aggressively and compassionately witnessing to the lost in order to snatch them from Satan’s control (Acts 26:18). Believers can respond to temptation by Satan with confidence. We know that nothing can separate us from the love of God (Rom. 8:28–39).

Now turn to 1 Pet. 3:17: Kinds of Suffering.

28:4–6 Government of Israel—The government of Israel may be considered under two important headings: the laws, and the leaders.

The laws:


a. The “commandments,” especially the Ten Commandments, revealed God’s holiness and set up a divine standard of righteousness for the people to follow (Ex. 20:1–17).

b. The judgments governed the social life of the people and concerned masters and servants (Ex. 21:1–11), physical injuries (Ex. 21:12–36), protection of property rights (Ex. 22:1–15), and so on.

c. The ordinances included the sacrifices that showed that blood must be shed for sinners to be forgiven (Lev. 1–17).


The leaders: At first Moses was the sole leader; then he was replaced by Joshua. After Joshua’s death the nation was governed for many years by judges, who were usually raised up by God to oppose a specific enemy. Finally, at the people’s request, God granted them a king, thus establishing the monarchy (1 Sam. 8:5, 22). Under the monarchy there were four key leaders:


a. The king was the Lord’s representative who ruled the people, but only as the Lord’s servant. He led in war (1 Sam. 8:20) and made judicial decisions (2 Sam. 15:2); but he could not make law, since he himself was under the law (Deut. 17:19). His relationship was so close to the Lord that he was adopted by the Lord (2 Sam. 7:14; Ps. 2:7).

b. The priest taught the Lord’s laws and officiated at the offering of the sacrifices (Lev. 1:5; Jer. 18:18).

c. The prophet was the man of God who spoke for God and gave divine pronouncements for the present (forthtelling) or for the future (foretelling).

d. The wise man produced literary works stressing practical wisdom (Prov. 1:1), taught discipline of character to the young (Prov. 22:17), and gave counsel to the king ( 2 Sam. 16:20). The choice of these men indicates an important biblical principle: God uses people to reach other people, a principle that is also evident in the Great Commission given to Christians (Matt. 28:19, 20).


Now turn to Ps. 29:2: Worship by Israel.




7:3 The Reasons for Worship—The first reason for worship is simply that God commands it (1 Chr. 16:29; Matt. 4:10). The first four of the Ten Commandments, which are also the longest, clearly charge men to worship the one true God and Him alone (Ex. 20:3–10). To allow any person or thing to usurp the position of lordship over us constitutes gross disobedience to the will of God and incurs His terrible wrath (Ex. 20:5; Deut. 27:15). All people are destined to pay homage to God anyway, even if unwillingly (Phil. 2:10).

An equally important reason for worship is that God deserves our worship. He alone possesses the attributes that merit our worship and service. Among these are goodness (Ps. 100:4, 5), mercy (Ex. 4:31), holiness (Ps. 99:5, 9), and creative power (Rev. 4:11). When people of biblical times clearly saw the unveiled glory of God, they could not help but fall prostrate in worship. Examples of this response can be seen in the actions of Moses (Ex. 34:5–8), Paul (Acts 9:3–6), and John (Rev. 1:9–17).

A final reason for worship is that we need to give it. People cannot find personal fulfillment apart from the glad submission of themselves in worshipful obedience to God. He is the Creator and we are the creatures (Rev. 4:11). People who adopt as their master anything less than God are building their lives on quicksand. They will be no stronger than the object they worship (Ps. 115:4–8). One who worships God, however, not only participates in the occupation of heaven (Rev. 7:9–12), but finds joyful satisfaction for the present (Rom. 12:2; Col. 3:24).

Now turn to Rom. 16:5: Definition of the Local Church.




7:10 Sharing Our Faith: How to Prepare—In order to share our faith successfully, we must keep the following rules in mind.


a. First, we must be clean vessels. God reminds Isaiah the prophet of this, “Be clean, you who bear the vessels of the LORD” (Is. 52:11). David the sinner prays for forgiveness and cleansing. Upon receiving this he states, “ Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners shall be converted to You” (Ps. 51:13). While God does not demand golden or silver vessels, He does require clean ones.

b. We must be able to clearly give out the simple facts of the gospel without getting bogged down with profound theological concepts. Philip the evangelist demonstrated how to do this when he dealt with a sinner in the desert. “Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him” (Acts 8:35).

c. We must avoid arguments and stick to the basic issues of man’s sin and Christ’s blood. Often unbelievers will attempt to sidestep the gospel by asking unrelated questions, such as “Where did Cain get his wife?”

d. We must use the Word of God. Paul’s tremendous success as an evangelist can be linked directly to his constant use of God’s Word. See Acts 17:2; 18:28; 2 Tim. 2:15; 3:14–17.

e. We must depend upon the Spirit of God. See John 3:15; Acts 6:10; 1 Cor. 2:4.


Now turn to 1 Thess. 1:5: Sharing Our Faith: How to Do It.




8:3 Reading God’s Word—The person who can read well has a much better opportunity of knowing and understanding God’s Word than the person who has to rely upon what others tell him about the Word of God. Reading the Word of God is a very important part of communicating God’s Word to God’s people. Public Scripture reading was a regular part of the worship services in Israel and in the early church. Today we are blessed above all people in history, for not only does nearly everyone know how to read, but there also are enough copies of the Bible available so that everyone may have a personal copy. Here are some suggestions to aid you in receiving the greatest benefit from reading the Bible:


a. Read the Bible prayerfully. Ask the Spirit of God to meet your heart’s need as you read (Ps. 119:18).

b. Read the Bible thoughtfully. Think about the meaning and implications of what you are reading.

c. Read the Bible carefully. Take careful note not only of the words that are used but also of how they relate to one another.

d. Read the Bible repeatedly. It may be of great help to read the same portion over daily for a month’s time. This is a good way for its words to take root in your heart. If you are reading a short book, read it every day. Divide longer books into manageable portions of two or three chapters and read that portion through every day.

e. Read the Bible extensively. Sometimes it is of great help to read large portions of the Word of God through at one sitting. If you do this, do it at a time when you are alert and not likely to be disturbed during your reading.

f. Read the Bible regularly. It is good to have a particular time every day when you habitually give yourself to the reading of the Word of God.

g. Read the Bible faithfully. Inevitably there will be days when you will fail to read the Bible. Do not let your momentary lapse discourage you. Faithfully resume your practice of reading God’s Word.

h. Read the Bible obediently. Because the Bible is God’s Word written to you, it is essential to obey it (Ex. 24:3).


Now turn to Job 22:22: Memorizing God’s Word.

8:9 God’s Word Convicts—One of the great proofs that the Bible is really God’s inspired Word is its unique ability to convict men and women of their sins. Let us consider but a few OT and NT examples that demonstrate the lifesaving power of the Scriptures.

 OT examples:


a. Josiah, a young and godly Judean king who ruled the Lord’s people more than six centuries before Christ, succeeds a wicked ruler who hated righteousness. At the beginning of Josiah’s rule a copy of God’s Word is found in the temple. When it is read to the king, both he and his people are convicted of their sins in not keeping God’s law. A great revival takes place (2 Chr. 34:18–21).

b. Nehemiah returns to help the returning Jews rebuild the gates in the Jerusalem wall. This great wall builder thinks the Word of God to be so important that he assembles the people and has the Scriptures read to them for three hours per day. This soon causes them to confess their sins (Neh. 9:3).


 NT examples: Before Jesus left this earth He promised that the Holy Spirit would soon come upon the apostles. “And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment” (John 16:8). There are many instances in the NT where we see the Holy Spirit using God’s Word to convict people of their sin. At Pentecost Peter uses the Scriptures to rebuke Israel for crucifying its Messiah. This sermon results in three thousand souls being convicted and accepting Christ (Acts 2:37, 41).

Now turn to Ps. 17:4: God’s Word Corrects.




1:21 Responses to Suffering—In the hour of suffering the Christian should attempt to determine first of all just why he may be suffering. One can suffer because of his position or his disposition. Peter brings this truth out in his first epistle: “Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh. For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully” (1 Pet. 2:18, 19).

Suffering is often a two-sided coin. On the one side suffering may be viewed as coming from God to bring out the best in us. See Gen. 22:1, 2, 15–18; Heb. 11:17. On the other side Satan attempts to use the same temptation and suffering to bring out the worst in us (James 1:13, 14). Finally, the believer can react to suffering in three different ways:


a. Despise it, that is, treat it too lightly, as did Esau his birthright (Heb. 12:5, 16).

b. Faint under it, that is, treat it too seriously (Heb. 12:5).

c. Be exercised by it, that is, receive instruction from it. This is the reaction desired by God ( Heb. 12:11–13).


During this time both Peter and Paul advise us to commit our pain and suffering to God, realizing He is faithful to work out all things for our good and God’s glory (Rom. 8:28; 1 Pet. 4:19). James tells us to count it all joy when we experience these dark hours (James 1:2).

Now turn to Jer. 37:15: Examples of Suffering.

2:7 Purposes of Suffering—Perhaps the most painful question confronting the believer is the problem of suffering. Why does a loving and wise God permit His children to suffer? The Scriptures offer a number of reasons for this.


a. To produce fruit. If we allow suffering to accomplish its purpose, it can bring forth patience (Heb. 10:36; James 1:3), joy (Ps. 30:5; 126:6), knowledge (Ps. 94:12), and maturity (1 Pet. 5:10).

b. To silence the devil. Satan once accused Job of merely serving God for the material blessings involved. But the Lord allowed the devil to torment Job to demonstrate that His servant loved God because of who He was, and not for what he could get from Him (Job 1:9–12; 2:3–7).

c. To glorify God (John 9:1–3; 11:1–4).

d. To make us like Jesus. “That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death” (Phil. 3:10).

e. To teach us dependence. This is brought out by both Christ (John 15:1–5) and the apostle Paul (2 Cor. 12:1–10).

f. To refine our lives (Ps. 66:10–12; Prov. 17:3; 1 Pet. 1:6, 7).

g. To rebuke our sin (1 Pet. 2:20; 3:17; 4:15). As a faithful earthly father must in love punish his erring child, so does our heavenly Father (Heb. 12:5–9).

h. To enlarge our ministry toward others (2 Cor. 1:3–7). It has been observed that he who has suffered much speaks many languages (understands others).


Now turn to Job 1:21: Responses to Suffering.

22:22 Memorizing God’s Word—You are not always able to study the Bible by reading it. If you have memorized a portion of the Word of God, you are able to gain insights into its meaning at times when a Bible is not readily available. The Bible recognizes the importance of Scripture memorization. The following benefits can be cited:


a. It keeps the child of God from sinning (Ps. 119:11).

b. It provides comfort in times of trouble (Ps. 119:52, 92).

c. It stays your mind upon God (Ps. 43:3).

d. It provides daily sustenance for the spiritual life (Deut. 8:3).

e. It provides continual and ready guidance in all the situations of life (Prov. 6:20–23).

f. It provides the basis for formal and informal instruction of your children (Deut. 6:6, 7).


Now turn to Josh. 1:8: Meditating upon God’s Word.




17:4 God’s Word Corrects—There are many symbols for God’s Word that can be found in the Bible itself. It can be thought of as a mirror (James 1:23–25), a seed (1 Pet. 1:23), a lamp (Ps. 119:105), a sword (Eph. 6:17), and even as food (Heb. 5:12–14). But the Bible also serves as a measuring rod or ruler. Many teachers have used wooden rulers in their classes not only to give the right measurement but, on occasion, to correct a misbehaving pupil. God’s Word likewise can do both of these things. It should be used as a standard against which to measure our beliefs. What about certain religious groups that claim Christ was not God, or that the Bible is filled with silly tales? Immediately we can reject such claims by using our divine written ruler to discover that such arguments simply do not measure up.

Sometimes our heavenly Teacher uses His written ruler to correct us when we are in the wrong. Israel’s great king David once experienced this. “You have dealt well with Your servant, O LORD, according to Your word. . . . Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep Your word” (Ps. 119:65, 67).

There are times when God’s Word can correct believers when they are in honest and unintentional error. Aquila and Priscilla, a godly Christian couple, use the Scriptures to help a powerful young preacher named Apollos (Acts 18:24–26). Paul does the same thing for some former disciples of John the Baptist he meets in the city of Ephesus (Acts 19:1–7).

Now turn to Ps. 119:9: God’s Word Cleanses.

29:2 Worship by Israel—The central aspect of Israel’s worship was the object of their worship, the Lord. While other nations paid homage to many gods (Deut. 29:18), only Israel worshiped the one true God (Ex. 20:3). This worship could be private (Ex. 34:8), as a family (Gen. 22:5), or corporate (1 Chr. 29:20), as a congregation.

Since so much of the Bible is devoted to Israel’s public worship, it deserves special notice. It included offering sacrifices (1 Sam. 1:3), adopting a reverent posture (2 Chr. 7:6), verbal praise—either spoken (1 Chr. 16:36) or sung (Ps. 57:7), instrumental praise (Ps. 150:3–5), prayer (2 Chr. 6:14–42), and the great feasts (Lev. 23; 25). One need only read the Psalms to see the excellent form and spirit in which the godly of Israel worshiped.

The first place of worship for the people of Israel was the tabernacle constructed by Moses (Ex. 25–27; 30; 31; 35–40) and later the magnificent temple constructed by Solomon ( 1 Chr. 22:5). These structures served to localize the worship of the entire nation. This geographic limitation stands in bold contrast to the privilege of immediate and direct access to God now available to the NT believer who himself is the temple of God (Heb. 4:16; 1 Cor. 6:19).

Now turn to Acts 7:38: The Meaning of the Church.

32:5 What Should Be Done About Sin—The believer should never condone or attempt to excuse his sin. There are only two things that should be done about sin: confess it and forsake it. The Old Testament and New Testament are agreed on this. David confessed his sin and experienced the Lord’s forgiveness. John agrees as he points out: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). To “confess” means “to acknowledge” or “to say the same thing as.” Believers are instructed to say the same thing God says about sin, “It is sin.” When believers confess their sin, they have the assurance that God “is faithful” (He can be counted upon to keep His word) and “just” (He is just in dealing with our sins because He paid the price for them) “to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” There is no sin too great and no sin too small—God is able to cleanse us completely from anything that is inconsistent with His own moral character. Having received forgiveness and cleansing, believers are to forsake their sin and yield themselves completely to God. In doing this believers are restored to full fellowship with God.

Now turn to 1 John 2:15: Temptation by the World.

40:8 We Know God’s Will Through His Word—Knowing the will of God must not be thought of merely as finding a certain vocation in life. That aspect represents only a small part of God’s will. Rather, the will of God is for everyone to live in conformity to His revealed will in His Word.


a. First of all, and most important, the will of God means believing Christ (John 6:40). If we do not take this first step in doing God’s will, we will not be saved from judgment (Matt. 7:21; 12:50); if we do, we will live forever (1 John 2:17).

b. Second, there are clear statements of Scripture teaching that God’s will for every Christian includes sanctification (1 Thess. 4:3), giving thanks to God (1 Thess. 5:18), doing good (1 Pet. 2:15), and suffering for doing the right thing (1 Pet. 3:17).

c. Third, the Bible is God’s will and must be applied to our lives (Deut. 29:29). This fact involves commands to be obeyed, principles to be followed, prohibitions of things to be avoided, and living examples to be imitated or shunned. An attitude of delightful desire should fill all attempts to do God’s will (Ps. 40:8). God takes great joy in those who cheerfully do His will.


Although the Bible is a complete revelation of God’s will, there are always decisions we must make that are not covered by specific statements of Scripture. In order to know God’s will in such instances we must be in fellowship with the Lord (1 John 1:6, 7), seek principles from the Word (1 Cor. 10:6), obtain advice from godly counselors (Prov. 11:14; 15:22; 24:6), use common sense, and remember that God works through our own minds and desires to do His will (Phil. 2:13). When none of these principles seem to work, we must simply make the best possible decision, realizing that God will shut the door if it is not His will. Paul, for example, planned to go and see the Roman Christians, although not knowing if God would actually permit it in His will (Rom. 15:22–32). In most cases, however, the believer who thoroughly searches the Word will find the basis for an intelligent decision.

Now turn to Deut. 32:7: God’s Work in the Past.

51:2 What Sin Is—In dealing with sin it is important to know what sin is. If asked to define sin, people will come up with many different definitions as to what sin is—usually the things that the individual does not like. One of the most common definitions of sin is missing the mark—a failure to live up to an expected standard. The problem with this definition is that it fails to take into account that when the mark is missed, something is hit. Another definition of sin is found in 1 John 3:4, “sin is lawlessness.” Put simply according to this verse, sin is anything that is contrary to what the Word of God commands or forbids. This definition, however, does not take into account those things about which the Word of God is silent. The best definition for sin is found in 1 John 5:17, “All unrighteousness is sin.”

Now turn to Is. 59:2: What Sin Does.

73:1 Walking in the Spirit: Confession—An important prerequisite to walking in the Spirit is the confession of sin. Sin must be confessed in order to restore fellowship and to continue receiving God’s power (1 John 1:5–10). Confession means that we agree with God about our sin. This involves much more than simply acknowledging the sin. Confession requires an attitude of sorrow for the sin and a willingness to turn from it. It does not mean that we will never commit the same sin again, but it does mean that the attitude of repentance is present.

Confession should be made at the moment the Christian becomes aware of sin. Apart from this rule, moreover, the Scriptures mention two specific times for confession: before the close of the day (Eph. 4:26) and before the Lord’s Supper is observed (1 Cor. 11:27–32). Failure to do the latter is a special cause for discipline from the Lord.

Confession of sin should normally involve only those who have knowledge of the sin. This means that private sins should be confessed privately (1 John 1:9); sins between individuals confessed between those involved (Matt. 5:23, 24); and public sins confessed publicly (Matt. 18:17). Public confession normally is made for the edification of the church ( 1 Cor. 14:26).

Now turn to Rom. 12:1, 2: Walking in the Spirit: Yielding.

78:4 History of Israel—The biblical history of Israel covers 1,800 years and represents a marvelous panorama of God’s gracious working through promise, miracle, blessing, and judgment. Israel begins as only a promise to Abraham (Gen. 12:2). For over four hundred years the people of Israel rely on that promise, especially during the period of bondage to Egypt. Finally, in God’s perfect timing, He brings the nation out of Egypt with the greatest series of miracles known in the entire OT (Ex. 7–15). This event is called the Exodus, meaning “a going out.” Since it constitutes the miraculous birth of the nation, it is to this great act of redemption that the nation always looks back as the foremost example of God’s care for His people (Ps. 77:14–20; 78:12–55; Hos. 11:1).

Once God has redeemed Israel He establishes His covenant with them at Mount Sinai (Ex. 19:5–8). From that point forward the nation is truly the Lord’s possession, and He is their God. The covenant foretells gracious blessings for obedience and severe judgments for disobedience. The rest of Israel’s history demonstrates the certainty of that prophecy. Through the periods of conquest, judges, monarchy, exile, restoration, and Gentile domination, Israel is blessed when she obeys and judged when she disobeys. The nation is finally destroyed in A.D. 70, although this event is not described in the New Testament. Many prophecies, however, promise a future redemption for Israel (Rom. 11:26).

The practical value of studying Israel’s history is threefold:


a. It sets forth examples to be followed or avoided (1 Cor. 10:6).

b. It shows God’s control of all historical events, in that He was able to deal with Israel as He chose (Ps. 78).

c. It serves as a model for all ages of God’s kindness and mercy toward His people (Ps. 103:14).


Now turn to Deut. 14:2: Purpose of Israel.

104:4 Angels: Spirit Beings—The term “angel” denotes a class of beings who are not usually perceived by human senses. Angels were created at some point before the physical universe (Ps. 148:2, 5). They apparently do not age or die. They are compared to spirit and fire because they have no bodies (Ps. 104:4; Heb. 1:7). However, angels do appear in some sort of visible bodies frequently in the pages of Scripture to serve as God’s messengers (Luke 2:8–14) or to intervene in human events on behalf of God or His people (2 Kin. 6:13–17). They always appear as males. They do not marry or reproduce (Matt. 22:30). They are wiser and stronger than humans (Matt. 24:36; 2 Thess. 1:7), but they cannot comprehend redemption (1 Pet. 1:12). People do not become angels when they die (Heb. 12:22, 23). Humans were created lower than the angels (Ps. 8:5) but will judge angels in the age to come (1 Cor. 6:3).

All angels are not alike. There seems to be rank among angels. Satan was an exalted angel before he rebelled against God (Is. 14:12–15). A few angels are called archangels or identified with personal names (Dan. 9:21; 10:13; Luke 1:19; 1 Thess. 4:16; Jude 9). The seraphim and cherubim probably are angelic beings of rank (Is. 6:2–7; Ezek. 10). When they are visible, their appearance is distinctive from humankind and radiantly glorious. Cherubim and seraphim are the only angelic beings described as having wings, although Gabriel was said to fly (Dan. 9:21).

Now turn to Heb. 1:14: Angels: Messengers and Servants.

119:9 God’s Word Cleanses—One of the pieces of furniture in the Old Testament tabernacle was called the bronze laver (Ex. 38:8). It consisted of a huge upright bronze bowl filled with water, resting upon a pedestal. The priests would often stop at this laver and wash. The Word of God may be thought of in terms of that laver, for it too has the power to cleanse. The Old Testament laver could only remove the physical dirt from human hands, but the Scriptures possess the ability to take away our moral filth (1 Pet. 1:22).

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). What areas of my life can the Bible cleanse?

It can cleanse me from wrong thoughts. Sometimes we are tempted to think critically of others; God’s Word can prevent this (Ps. 1:2). On other occasions fearful thoughts may race through our minds; the Scriptures will prevent this also (Josh. 1:8). In fact, the Bible will establish our total thought-life if we but allow it to do so (Phil. 4:8, 9; 2 Pet. 1:5–10).

It can cleanse me from wrong words. Of all the Bible authors, James seems to be God’s expert on the sins of the human tongue. In the first chapter of his book, he deals with this very thing and shows the absolute necessity of dependence upon the Scriptures to keep our words true (James 1:22–26). See also Ps. 119:172.

It can cleanse me from wrong actions. Jesus promised us this would be the case: “You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you” (John 15:3).

Finally, God’s Word will keep us from wrong thoughts, words, and actions; or else wrong thoughts, words, and actions will keep us from God’s Word.

Now turn to John 8:31: God’s Word Confirms.

139:14 God’s Work in Our Lives—All people possess an inward desire that their work should have meaning and permanence (Ps. 90:16, 17). If such work is not to be lost in the vastness of eternity, however, it must conform to the work God has designed. This work for the present day can be known only from God’s Word.

According to the Word of God, the initial work of God is for us to believe in Jesus Christ (John 6:29; Rom. 6:17, 18). Apart from entering into this vital relationship with God, man cannot even begin to work for God. After coming to know Christ, the new Christian discovers God’s program for the present from the Scriptures. It is, first of all, His work in the Christian himself. Regeneration is only the beginning of God’s work in the believer. It actually introduces a process of becoming like Christ which God promises ultimately to bring to perfection (Phil. 1:6). The Christian’s cheerful obedience to God’s will as revealed in His Word helps speed this work along.

Second, no Christian can overlook God’s work in the world. Jesus’ command to spread the good news of the gospel to all people appears near the end of all four Gospels and at the beginning of the Book of Acts. God’s method is that people proclaim the gospel and that the Holy Spirit convict (John 16:8–11).

Finally, God’s work is in and through the church, the organism ordained by Christ for this age (Matt. 16:18). God works in the church through the Spirit and through spiritually gifted people to strengthen and bless it (Eph. 4:11–13).

Now turn to Eph. 1:22, 23: God’s Work in the Church.

150:1 Praise—To praise God is to acknowledge the glories of His excellent Person. It differs somewhat from thanksgiving, which describes what God has done rather than what He is. Here are some facts about praise.


a. God alone is worthy of our praise (Ps. 18:3; 113:3).

b. It is His will for us that we praise Him (Ps. 50:23; Is. 43:21).

c. This praise should be continuous (Ps. 34:1; 71:6) and also public (Ps. 22:25).

d. We are to praise God for His holiness (2 Chr. 20:21), grace (Eph. 1:6), goodness (Ps. 135:3), and kindness (Ps. 138:2).

e. All nature praises God (Ps. 148:7–10).

f. The sun, moon, and stars praise Him (Ps. 19:1; 143:3).

g. The angels praise Him (Ps. 148:2).


In fact, we are told that on occasion God uses even the wrath of men to praise Him (Ps. 76:10). An example of this is seen in the selling of Joseph by his brothers into slavery (Gen. 37:28). God later uses this cruel act to promote Joseph as second ruler over all Egypt. As Joseph would remind his brothers: “But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive” (Gen. 50:20).

Now turn to 1 John 1:9: Confession.




1:8 The Role of Children—Both the Old Testament and the New Testament agree that children have only one responsibility in the family—to obey their parents. The admonition of Solomon is more fully explained by Paul in Ephesians 6:1–3: “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. ‘Honor your father and mother,’ which is the first commandment with promise: ‘that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.’ ” “Children” is an inclusive term. It is not a matter of either sex or age that is involved.

Twice in Scripture God has intervened and directly stated what He would have children do. The last time was nearly two thousand years ago when He gave a revelation to Paul for the church. The first time was nearly thirty-four hundred years ago when He gave a revelation to Moses and Israel in which He commanded, “Honor your father and your mother.” God’s will for children is that they are to obey their parents. The expression “in the Lord” does not limit the responsibility only to the circumstances where the parents are believers. Col. 3:20 clearly points out that children are to obey their parents “in all things,” not just in those things pertaining to Christian living. “In the Lord” more properly is understood to mean by the Lord or because it is the Lord’s directive (this is what God says children are to do). “For this is right” indicates that for children to obey their parents is righteous or Godlike. Such obedience is perfectly illustrated by God the Son who was completely obedient to God the Father, even though that obedience resulted in His death (Phil. 2:6–8).

Two things are promised to children who obey their parents: it will be well with them—they will have a happy life; and they will have a long life. These are the two things that children want most, and obedience to parents is the only way to assure them. That is why this is the first commandment with promise; from it springs all the other important issues of life. Children who have not learned to obey their parents, who are God’s representatives in the family, will not learn to obey God.

Now turn to Eph. 6:4: The Role of the Parents.

6:23 Illumination of God’s Word—Illumination is the last of three important steps taken by God in communicating His Word to us. The first step was revelation which occurred when God spoke to the Bible authors. The second step was inspiration, that process whereby God guided them in correctly writing or uttering His message. But now a third step is needed to provide understanding for men and women as they hear God’s revealed and inspired message. This vital step is illumination, that divine process whereby God causes the written revelation to be understood by the human heart.

This third step is needed because unsaved people are blinded both by their fallen, fleshly nature (1 Cor. 2:14) and by Satan himself (2 Cor. 4:3, 4).

The Person behind this illumination is the Holy Spirit. Just prior to His crucifixion, Christ promised to send the Holy Spirit, who would illuminate both unsaved people (John 16:8–11) and Christians (John 14:26; 16:13, 14).

An important example of the Holy Spirit’s using God’s Word to illuminate sinners is seen at Pentecost, where three thousand people are saved after hearing Simon Peter preach about Christ and the Cross (Acts 2:36–41).

But Christians also need this illumination to help them fully grasp the marvelous message in God’s Word. Paul tells us that the Holy Spirit will show these tremendous truths to us as we read the Scriptures (1 Cor. 2:10; 2 Cor. 4:6).

Now turn to Neh. 8:9: God’s Word Convicts.

16:3 Commitment—Dedication is the foundation of commitment. Without it the believer is unable to offer God anything else. Paul explains this dedication process in Rom. 12:1 and 2. He emphasizes three things. First, it is our body that is to be dedicated as a living sacrifice to God. Second, we are to avoid being conformed to this world, but are to strive to be transformed by the Word. Finally, by doing this we can discover God’s perfect will for our lives.

After the dedication of our bodies, what are we to commit? We are to commit our salvation to God (2 Tim. 1:12). Second, we are to commit our works (Prov. 16:3). Then, our goals in life are to be given to Him (Job 5:8; Ps. 37:5). It is difficult but vital to commit our suffering experiences to God (1 Pet. 4:19). Our Lord Jesus did this very thing when He was on earth (1 Pet. 2:23). Finally, in the hour of death we can with confidence commit our very souls to God (Ps. 31:5). Paul the apostle assures us that any and all such commitments to the Lord will be accepted and honored. See 1 Cor. 15:58.

Now turn to 1 Cor. 12:1–10: Using Spiritual Gifts.

22:6 A Prescription for Rearing Children—This proverb sets out two stages in the process of godly child rearing: first, the method, “Train up a child in the way he should go”; and second, the result, “when he is old he will not depart from it.”

The method involves three parts:


a. The concept of training—“Train up.” This does not denote corporal punishment but rather includes three ideas: Dedication—this is the consistent meaning of the word in its other OT occurrences (Deut. 20:5; 1 Kin. 8:63; 2 Chr. 7:5). Child training must begin with dedication of the child to God; the parent must realize that the child belongs exclusively to God and is given to the parent only as a stewardship. Instruction—this is the meaning of this word as it is used in the Jewish writings; the parents are to instruct or cause their children to learn everything essential in pleasing God. Motivation—this is the meaning of the word in Arabic, as it is used to describe the action of a midwife who stimulates the palate of the newborn babe so it will take nourishment. Parents are to create a taste or desire within the child so that he is internally motivated (rather than externally compelled) to do what God wants him to do.

b. The recipient of training—“a child.” This is one of seven Hebrew words translated by the English word “child” and would better be translated by our word “dependent.” As long as the child is dependent on his parents he is to be the recipient of training, regardless of his age.

c. The content of the training—“in the way that he should go.” The thought is that at each stage of development the parents or guardians are to dedicate, instruct, and motivate the child to do what God evidently has best equipped the child to do for Him. This is graphically illustrated by Joshua when he said, “But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD” (Josh. 24:15).


Proverbs are wisdom statements: general truths about the most important issues of life. If God’s process has been followed, the desired results usually occur. A child can reject the training of godly parents, but usually godly parenting results in godly adult offspring. The result includes the time of realization—“when he is old”—this is best understood as being parallel with “a child,” hence, “when he is independent,” that is, no longer economically dependent upon parents, referring to the time when the child leaves the parents’ home to establish another home. The result includes the nature of realization—“he will not depart from it.” Persistent, careful, godly parenting produces adult children whose Christian faith and commitment are unwavering.

Now turn to Gen. 9:5: The Origin of Human Government.

22:21 God’s Word Equips—In a general sense it can be said that the Bible was written to convict sinners of sin and to equip believers for service.


a. It equips for evangelism. Philip the evangelist uses Isaiah 53 to point the Ethiopian eunuch to Christ in Acts 8:26–35.

b. It equips for counseling others. In his two letters to Timothy, Paul constantly urges this young man to preach the Word of God (1 Tim. 1:3, 18; 4:13–15; 2 Tim. 2:1, 2, 15). “If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the words of faith and of the good doctrine which you have carefully followed” (1 Tim. 4:6).

c. It equips for using one’s spiritual gifts from God. A spiritual gift is an ability given by the Holy Spirit to the believer for the purpose of edifying the church and glorifying God. In Eph. 1:17–19 and 4:7, 11–14 Paul says a knowledge of God’s Word will provide us with the maturity we need to use our gifts in the most effective way.

d. It equips us for doing battle with Satan. In Ephesians 6:10–17 Paul likens the believers’ armor to that used by Roman foot soldiers. In this comparison the Word of God is likened to the soldier’s sword (Eph. 6:17).


Now turn to Dan. 11:32: We Know God Through His Word.

24:6 Knowing the Will of God Through Circumstances and Counsel—While the Christian is to live above his circumstances, he is not to be unaware of them. God often works through circumstances in revealing His perfect will for us. Certainly Paul’s wonderful statement, “all things work together for good to those who love God” (Rom. 8:28) takes into account our circumstances. A number of biblical examples can be given to illustrate this.


a. God directed Abraham to substitute a ram, whose horns had somehow become entangled in a thicket, for the life of Isaac (Gen. 22:13).

b. God arranged for Pharaoh’s daughter to be bathing in the river Nile at the exact time the baby Moses floated by in a little ark of bulrushes (Ex. 2:1–10).

c. Paul’s young nephew happened to overhear a plot to kill his famous uncle. He then reported it to the authorities, thus saving the apostle’s life (Acts 23:12–22).


Surely the above circumstances were providentially arranged. So the Christian should ask, when attempting to discover God’s will, Is the Lord showing me something through my circumstances?

Counselors also play an important role in finding God’s will. “In a multitude of counselors there is safety” (Prov. 24:6). However, three things must be kept in mind at this point:


a. Counsel must come from a godly source. “Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble is like a bad tooth and a foot out of joint” (Prov. 25:19).

b. Sometimes even the godliest person can unknowingly give us wrong advice. Nathan the prophet did this when he encouraged David to build the temple (2 Sam. 7:1–13).

c. In the final analysis, each person is responsible for knowing God’s revealed purpose for his or her own life.


Now turn to THE CHRISTIAN’S GUIDE: Recognizing God’s Institutions.




7:20 Individual Sin—Each individual man, woman, and child who composes humankind is a sinner. Paul points out in Romans 3:13–16 that “their throat is an open tomb . . . the poison of asps [a small, deadly poisonous snake] is under their lips; whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness. Their feet are swift to shed blood [consider the high incidence of violent crime, murder, and abortion that infects our society]; destruction and misery are in their ways [whatever man touches he corrupts].” All of this shows that there is no person who seeks after God and no person does what is right (Rom. 3:10, 11). Each individual man, woman, and child needs the righteousness of God. Without God’s righteousness no one can ever enter or stand in God’s presence. Plainly, every man, woman, and child needs to have a new life because each is a sinner.

Now turn to Rom. 6:23: New Life: A Free Gift.




6:3 Holiness of God—Our greatest failing is in not realizing who God is and what His character is like. God is NOT human. He is God, and as such there is an infinite gap between the highest in us and the lowest in God. The gap between God and us is unbridgeable from our side. If the gap is to be bridged, it must be from God’s side—for God is holy. To be holy means “to be set apart.” God is set apart from the power, practice, and presence of sin, and is set apart to absolute righteousness and goodness. There is no sin in God and God can have nothing to do with sin. If we are to approach God, we must do so on God’s terms. Somehow, we must be made holy—just as holy as God is. Any holiness that falls short of God’s holiness will not be able to stand in the presence of God. Therefore, because of the holiness of God, we must have a new life in which our sins have been forgiven and done away with so that we actually can be as separated from sin as God is. This is the good news of the gospel—that Christ died for our sins, having taken them upon Himself, and has set us apart from them. This is our position before God, which will never change. Because of what God has done, we can enter boldly into the presence of God.

Now turn to Gen. 3:6, 7: Adam’s Sin.

6:8 Knowing the Will of God Through Submission to the Spirit—The moment a repenting sinner receives Christ by faith into his or her heart the Holy Spirit immediately does five things:


a. He regenerates the believer, that is, He gives the believer a new nature (John 3:5, 6; Titus 3:5).

b. He baptizes the believer into the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13).

c. He indwells the believer (Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 6:19).

d. He seals the believer (Eph. 1:13; 4:30).

e. He fills the believer (Acts 2:4; 4:8; 7:55; 13:52).


All five of these ministries often occur at conversion. The fifth ministry, however, should be asked for as needed. See Ephesians 5:18; Galatians 5:16. Actually the word “control” is a better term than “fill” in describing this fifth ministry. It does not mean that we get more of the Spirit, but rather that He gets more of us. The fifth ministry is lost when the believer either quenches (1 Thess. 5:19) or grieves (Eph. 4:30) the Holy Spirit. The fifth ministry can be regained by following the command of 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

How can a Christian be certain that he or she is indeed controlled by the Holy Spirit on a daily basis? First, the believer must consecrate his or her body as a living sacrifice to the Holy Spirit (Rom. 12:1, 2). Second, the believer must depend upon the Holy Spirit to convict him of sin (Ps. 139:23, 24; 19:12–14). Finally, the believer must look to the Holy Spirit for divine power in serving Christ (Acts 1:8; Gal. 5:16, 17; Eph. 3:16).

Now turn to Prov. 24:6: Knowing the Will of God Through Circumstances and Counsel.





9:6 The Person of the Son of God—It is crucial to remember that the existence of the Son of God did not commence with His birth in Bethlehem. He is spoken of as the Son before He became a Man (Is. 9:6; Gal. 4:4). Micah prophesies of His birth, but yet states that His “goings forth are from of old, from everlasting” (Mic. 5:2). John says that He existed “in the beginning” before anything was created (John 1:1–3).

Even before He was born of Mary, He appeared to men in the Old Testament as the “Angel of the LORD.” It is clear that this Angel is no ordinary angel because He is identified as God (Ex. 3:1, 4); He pardons sin (Ex. 23:20, 21); and He is worshiped (Josh. 5:13–15). While these passages do not say that this member of the Godhead was the preincarnate Christ, we may conclude that they are the same Person since their work is the same.

While Christ was preexistent and appeared occasionally to men in the Old Testament, He took on a body permanently when He was conceived in Mary’s womb. This incomparable event of God’s becoming man in Jesus Christ is called the Incarnation. This miracle was prophesied hundreds of years previously (Is. 7:14) and was fulfilled historically in Mary in whose womb the Holy Spirit’s power conceived a child (Matt. 1:23; Luke 1:35). Thus Christ, the sinless God-Man, was qualified to become our Redeemer (2 Cor. 5:21).

Having been born of a woman, Jesus Christ was fully man apart from sin (John 1:14). As a man He experienced the normal physical, mental, social, and spiritual growth as others did (Luke 2:52). He suffered pain, hunger, thirst, fatigue, temptation, pleasure, and rest. Because of His complete humanity He can be sympathetic and compassionate toward us (Heb. 4:15).

While Christ was fully man He was also fully God, as these facts indicate: He is called God (John 1:1; Heb. 1:8); He did works that only God could do, such as forgive sins (Mark 2:7) and create (Col. 1:16); He had attributes that only God could have, such as truth (John 14:6) and omniscience, all-knowing (John 2:24, 25); and He claimed equality with God (John 10:30).

The question may then be raised as to whether Christ lost any aspect of deity when He became a man (Phil. 2:6–8). While there is an inscrutable mystery involved in this unparalleled act of condescension, one can be certain that He lost none of God’s attributes, because He was still God (John 20:28). He was fully God and fully man united in one Person forever. Even now, at the right hand of God, He is the God-Man (1 Tim. 2:5). The great condescension of the Son of God’s becoming a man serves eternally as a perfect model of humility and self-giving love (Phil. 2:5).

Now turn to John 10:10: The Earthly Life of the Son of God.

14:12–15 Satan: Fall of Satan—Biblical information about Satan is brief because he is incidental to the revelation of God and His redemption of sinful humans that occupies the focus of Scripture. The serpent appears in the first pages (Gen. 3:1), but his identity as Satan is not explicit until the end (Rev. 12:9). In the OT Satan is named only in three books (1 Chr. 21:1; Job 1:6–12; 2:1–7; Zech. 3:1, 2). The name “Satan” means “adversary,” and the OT occurrences vividly show him opposing God’s purposes in the lives of His people. In the NT the descriptive noun “the devil” means a “slanderer” or “accuser.”

Apparently Satan was created one of the mightiest angels named Lucifer, meaning “light bearer” (Is. 14:12). At some indeterminate point before the creation of the heavens and the earth, Lucifer coveted the glory and power of God and tried to usurp divine authority (vv. 13, 14). A subsequent war in heaven led to Lucifer’s expulsion from heaven along with the other angels who rebelled against God by joining Lucifer (Rev. 12:4, 7–9). Unable to defy God to His face in heaven, Satan attempts to disrupt the purposes of God on earth among God’s imagebearers, human beings.

Now turn to John 8:44: Satan: Role in Fall of Humans.

53:7 The Lamb of God—The imagery of Jesus as a lamb invokes the rich significance of the OT sacrificial system. Jesus suffered and died to fulfill the spiritual significance God had built into those sacrifices when He instituted the Levitical rituals.


a. The Passover lamb. Jesus died as an unblemished lamb in the place of those who by faith apply His blood to the doorposts of their hearts. The death angel has no claim on them (1 Cor. 5:7; see Ex. 12).

b. The Day of Atonement. The New Testament looks at Jesus fulfilling the Day of Atonement imagery primarily through His activity as High Priest (Heb. 9:11, 12) because the offerings that day were of a bull and two goats. However, it was His own blood that Jesus offered to God as High Priest (v. 14).


Jesus was “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29) because He died in the place of sinful humans. His death was a substitutionary sacrifice (Mark 10:45; John 10:11; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 2:24; 3:18).

Now turn to Eph. 4:3: The Person of the Holy Spirit.

59:2 What Sin Does—Sin, regardless of its degree, always has an effect—separation. Sin separates one from God. This separation from God is death. Adam was told that if he ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil that he would die (Gen. 3:3). Adam ate of the tree and immediately died spiritually—his soul was separated from God—and he began to die physically. The entrance of sin into the human race brought with it death (Rom. 5:12; 6:23). That man is a sinner is proven by the fact that he dies—where there is death, there is sin. Sin’s penalty, death, can be remedied by life—union with God. This is achieved by belief in Jesus, who died to pay the penalty of man’s sin (Rom. 5:21). For the one who believes in Jesus, the penalty of sin is broken. Yes, he will die physically (unless he is alive when Jesus returns to take all believers to heaven with Himself, 1 Thess. 4:14–18), but physical death for him is only the doorway into the presence of God. Sin, however, does have an effect upon the believer, for it mars his fellowship with God. Sin in the believer’s life is a terrible thing and is not to be tolerated. While it is probable that the believer will sin, it is never necessary for him to do so (1 John 2:1).

Now turn to Ps. 32:5: What Should Be Done About Sin.

59:21 Inspiration of God’s Word—The word “inspiration” is found but once in the New Testament. This occurs in Second Timothy 3:16, where Paul writes, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,” literally “God-breathed.” Divine inspiration logically follows divine revelation. In revelation God speaks to man’s ear while by inspiration He guides the pen to ensure that the imparted message is correctly written down.

There are several ideas about the process of inspiration. One is called the natural theory. This says that the Bible authors were inspired in the same sense that William Shakespeare was inspired. Another theory, called the content theory, suggests that God merely gave the writer the main content or idea, allowing him to choose his own words to express that concept. In contrast Jesus Himself said that the very letters of the words were also chosen by God (Matt. 5:18). This position is referred to as the plenary-verbal view, which says that all (plenary) the very words (verbal) of the Bible are inspired by God. Jesus once told the devil that the Christian is to live by each of these inspired words (Matt. 4:4). The Bible authors understood that their writings were being guided by the Spirit of God, even as they wrote them. Peter said this was true of the Old Testamant authors (2 Pet. 1:20, 21). He then stated that his own letters (1 and 2 Pet.) were inspired by God (2 Pet. 3:1, 2). Finally, he pointed out that this was also true concerning Paul’s writings (2 Pet. 3:15, 16).

One final thing should be said about inspiration. Plenary-verbal inspiration does not guarantee the inspiration of any translation, but only of the original Hebrew and Greek manuscripts.

Now turn to Prov. 6:23: Illumination of God’s Word.

61:10 Christ’s Righteousness—One of the most awesome requirements of God made upon men and women is that they be righteous, that is, conform to His ethical and moral standards (Ps. 15:2; Mic. 6:8). Since God is holy, He cannot allow sinners into His presence (Is. 6:3–5). Since all persons are sinners, they could not be saved apart from the supernatural intervention of God (Rom 3:10, 23). The righteous demands of God coupled with the inability of man might present an insoluble dilemma. God Himself, however, has graciously solved the problem. He sent Christ, who never sinned, to die for our sins and thus satisfy His own wrath toward us. Simply put, it means that God, at the Cross, treated Christ as though He had committed our sins even though He was righteous. On the other hand, when we believe in Christ, He treats us as though we were as righteous as Christ (2 Cor. 5:21). The Bible calls this type of righteousness “imputed righteousness” (Rom. 4:6). That simply means that God puts to our spiritual account the very worth of Christ, much as though He were a banker adding an inexhaustible deposit to our bank account. There are, sadly, many people who still refuse to believe that such an abundant blessing can be theirs as a free gift (Eph. 2:8, 9). Nevertheless, the Bible clearly urges all people to trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and thus be reckoned as righteous by God (Rom. 4:24).

Now turn to 1 John 3:2: Placed into God’s Family.




31:31–34 The New Covenant—The New Covenant is the fifth and last of the theocratic covenants (pertaining to the rule of God). Four provisions are made in this covenant: (1) regeneration—God will put His law in their inward parts and write it in their hearts, 31:33; (2) a national restoration—Yahweh will be their God and the nation will be His people, 31:33; (3) personal ministry of the Holy Spirit—they will all be taught individually by God, 31:34; and (4) full justification—their sins will be forgiven and completely removed, 31:34. The New Covenant is made sure by the blood that Jesus shed on Calvary’s cross. That blood which guarantees to Israel its New Covenant also provides for the forgiveness of sins for the believers who comprise the church. Jesus’ payment for sins is more than adequate to pay for the sins of all who will believe in Him. The New Covenant is called “new” in contrast to the covenant with Moses which is called “old” (Jer. 31:32; Heb. 8:6–13) because it actually accomplishes what the Mosaic covenant could only point to, that is, the child of God living in a manner that is consistent with the character of God.

Now turn to THE CHRISTIAN’S GUIDE: Understanding God’s Being.

37:15 Examples of Suffering—In the Word of God there are four great examples of believers suffering for the sake of righteousness. These are: Joseph, Job, Jeremiah, and Paul.

 The sufferings of Joseph: he was hated by his brothers (Gen. 37:4, 5, 8); he was sold into slavery (Gen. 37:28); he was severely tempted (Gen. 39:7); and he was imprisoned (Gen. 39:20).

 The sufferings of Job: His oxen and donkeys were stolen and his farmhands killed (Job 1:14, 15); his sheep and herdsmen were burned by a fire (Job 1:16); his camels were stolen and his servants killed (Job 1:17); his sons and daughters died in a windstorm (Job 1:18, 19); and he was struck with boils (Job 2:7).

 The sufferings of Jeremiah: He was persecuted by his own family (Jer. 12:6); he was plotted against by his own hometown (Jer. 11:18–23); he was rejected and ridiculed by his religious peers (Jer. 20:1–3, 7–9); and he was arrested, beaten, and accused of treason (Jer. 37:11–16).

 The sufferings of Paul: He was plotted against (Acts 9:23, 29; 20:3; 21:30; 23:10, 12; 25:3); he was stoned and left for dead (Acts 14:19); he was subjected to satanic pressure (1 Thess. 2:18); he was beaten and jailed at Philippi (Acts 16:19–24); he was ridiculed (Acts 17:16–18; 26:24); he was falsely accused (Acts 21:21, 28; 24:5–9); he endured a number of violent storms at sea (2 Cor. 11:25; Acts 27:14–20); he was bitten by a serpent (Acts 28:3, 4); and he was forsaken by all (2 Tim. 4:10, 16).

Now turn to 2 Kin. 23:3: Knowing the Will of God Through the Scriptures.




5:20 Occasions of Doubt—Doubt may be defined as an uncertainty of belief or lack of confidence in something. Applied to the Christian life, doubt refers to the unbelief in God and His Word that Christians occasionally exhibit. It is possible that in a moment of infirmity a Christian may doubt the existence of God in spite of the fact that it is not reasonable for a person to disbelieve this obvious truth (Ps. 14:1). A Christian is more likely to doubt his salvation after sinning or after a spiritual defeat. A misunderstanding of such verses as 1 John 3:9 contributes to this doubt: “Whoever has been born of God does not sin.” It is crucial to note that this verse speaks of a lifestyle of sin, not instances of sin.

A Christian may also doubt God’s sovereignty or His goodness. In such circumstances as sickness, suffering, injustice, opposition, economic problems, family problems, national calamity, or apparently unanswered prayer, a Christian may be tempted to doubt the goodness of God. One must remember that it is not always possible to discern God’s good hand in the affairs of life. The person of faith believes God even when circumstances appear to the contrary.

All doubt may be traced ultimately to unbelief in the Word of God, which affirms beyond question the existence and character of God. To regard doubt as the sin of unbelief and then confess it to God as sin is therefore the first step toward conquering it.

Now turn to Hab. 1:2: Sources of Doubt.




6:22 Angels: Interaction with Humans—One of the primary functions of angels is to minister to believers in Jesus Christ (Heb. 1:14). Sometimes in the pages of the Bible the ministry of angels is overt and visible (Matt. 28:2–7). Other times angels deal with people in dreams or visions (Matt. 1:20; 2:13). Still other angelic ministries occur without the people affected knowing it (Heb. 13:2).

It would appear that some angels have more or less fixed assignments of oversight, protection, and guidance. Powerful angels may involve themselves in the affairs of certain nations (Dan. 10:13, 18–20; 12:1). Angels may be assigned to oversee churches (Rev. 1:20; 2:1, 8, 12, 18; 3:1, 7, 14). Other angels may be “guardian angels” to individuals (Matt. 18:10).

Angels are worshipers, not objects of worship or idolatrous fascination (see Judg. 13:15, 16). Whenever people get overly fascinated with angels, their attention is diverted from God. Satan is pleased by excessive attention to angels or anything other than God. Angels always try to direct our attention and praise toward God Himself (Rev. 5:11, 12).

Now turn to Rev. 12:9: Demons: Fallen Angels.

9:3, 4 Knowing the Will of God Through Prayer and Fasting—Soon after Israel had invaded Palestine in the days of Joshua, the Israelites were tricked into signing an unscriptural peace treaty with a group of deceitful pagans. The cause for this tragic error is clearly stated in God’s Word, “Then the men . . . did not ask counsel of the LORD” (Josh. 9:14). These pagans, the Gibeonites, brought only trouble to Israel. See Josh. 10:4–15; 2 Sam. 21:1–14.

It therefore becomes immediately obvious that one of the most important factors in knowing God’s will for our lives is to pray. “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him” (James 1:5). See also Ps. 143:8, 10; James 4:2.

In the light of these passages it is evident a Christian must pray to know God’s will. In other Bible verses fasting is linked with prayer.


a. Meaning of fasting: to fast is to abstain for a period of time from some important and necessary activity in our lives.

b. Purpose of fasting: this is done that we might spend that time in prayer before God.

c. Kinds of fasting: one may, for a time, refrain from sleep (2 Cor. 6:5; 11:27), marital sex (1 Cor. 7:1–5), or food (Matt. 4:1, 2).

d. Examples of biblical fasting: Moses (Deut. 9:9, 18, 25–29); Elijah (1 Kin. 19:8); Daniel (Dan. 9:3; 10:3); Ezra (Ezra 10:6); Nehemiah (Neh. 1:4); and Paul (2 Cor. 6:5; 11:27).


Now turn to Is. 6:8: Knowing the Will of God Through Submission to the Spirit.

11:32 We Know God Through His Word—One of the most vital teachings of Scripture is that God can be known. The highest knowledge to which men and women can attain is a personal knowledge of God (Jer. 9:24). People do not naturally possess this knowledge (Rom. 3:10, 11), even though they know that He exists (Ps. 14:1; Rom. 1:19, 20). Knowing that God exists is not the same as knowing God personally, just as knowing about the President does not mean that you necessarily know him personally. This knowledge of God is crucial, however, since to know God personally is to be saved and have eternal life (John 17:3). People should rejoice in the fact that God earnestly wants them to attain this knowledge. That is why He has spoken to us in His Word, revealing Himself and disclosing the means by which we may know Him.

While God surely can be known, there is always more to be learned about Him. There are many Scriptures that teach that our knowledge of God is partial. It is said to be “too wonderful” (Ps. 139:6), “unsearchable” (Ps. 145:3; Rom. 11:33), and “infinite” (Ps. 147:5). Since our knowledge of God is incomplete, we must increase it through spiritual growth. Paul, for example, prays to know God better (Phil. 3:10). We are even commanded to grow in the knowledge of Christ (2 Pet. 3:18). The development of one’s intimate knowledge of God constitutes one of the greatest delights of the Christian life.

The Bible also reveals that God cannot be known personally apart from His Word. It contains the gospel that must be believed (Eph. 1:13), and the gospel brings forth saving faith in itself (Rom. 10:17). The gospel can therefore be called “the power of God to salvation” (Rom. 1:16). The part that the Scriptures and the gospel contained within them play in bringing people to know God is described in three important illustrations: the gospel is the agent of the new birth (James 1:18), that is, it is like the implanted seed without which the conception of new life cannot occur; it is also a cleansing agent through which God gives the believing sinner a spiritual bath that results in salvation (Eph. 5:26); the Scriptures are like an educator bringing the wisdom that leads to salvation (2 Tim. 3:15).

Now turn to Ps. 40:8: We Know God’s Will Through His Word.




3:2 Selection of Israel—The selection of Israel as a special nation to God was part of God’s plan (Rom. 11:2). Historically, the selection of Israel began with the Lord’s promise to Abraham, “I will make you a great nation” (Gen. 12:2). The name Israel actually is from the new name which God gave to Abraham’s grandson, Jacob. It was occasioned by Jacob’s spiritual victory at the ford of Jabbok (Gen. 32:28). This fact explains why his descendants are often called the children of Israel.

The motivation for the Lord’s choice of Israel as His select nation did not lie in any special attraction it possessed. Its people were, in fact, the least in number among all the nations (Deut. 7:6–8). Rather, the Lord chose them because of His love for them and because of His covenant with Abraham. This fact does not mean that God did not love other nations, because it was through Israel that He intended to bring forth the Savior and to bless the entire world (Gen. 12:3).

Now turn to Ps. 78:4: History of Israel.




1:2 Sources of Doubt—One of the most potent sources of doubt is introduced in the early chapters of Genesis. It is Satan himself who causes Eve to doubt God by questioning His Word: “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden?’” (Gen. 3:1). Satan even tries to get the long-suffering Job to curse God (Job 1:11). Satan is said to be seeking to devour Christians (1 Pet. 5:8). This statement must not be taken literally, but means that Satan wants to devour the Christian’s commitment to God and testimony before others. One way he does this is by introducing doubt into the mind.

The world system is another source of doubt. Since it has its own set of values and objectives that are opposed to God, it also has its own worldly wisdom (1 Cor. 2:6). This wisdom stands in direct opposition to the wisdom of God taught by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 2:13). It is clearly revealed, for example, in the opposition of the evolutionary theory to the truth of the creation of man (1 Tim. 6:20).

Probably the greatest source of doubt Christians face is simply their own spiritual immaturity. James traces doubting in prayer to double-mindedness and instability (James 1:8). Paul explains that when Christians doubt sound doctrine, it is because they are children in the faith and thus are easily deceived (Eph. 4:14). Conquering this kind of doubt demands a growing, obedient relationship with God.

Now turn to 1 Kin. 18:21: Cure for Doubt.




2:10 God the Father of All—The Fatherhood of God applies in a general sense to everyone since all men and women are created by God in His image. Thus their creaturehood is derived from His Fatherhood. This fact is demonstrated by Hebrews 12:9, which speaks of God as “the Father of spirits” (cf. Num. 16:22; Eccl. 12:7). Paul even agrees with a heathen poet that all people are God’s offspring (Acts 17:28). He does not mean, of course, that everyone will have eternal life but that all men and women are the offspring of God in their created natures. James says that people still bear this image (James 3:9).

God is also the Father of all as sustainer of life. Every person is an object of His fatherly care (Matt. 18:10) and a candidate for His kingdom (Luke 18:16). Furthermore, God is not willing that any should perish (Matt. 18:14; 1 Tim. 2:4). Even when men and women reject God He still provides for them as He does believers with rain, fruitful seasons, food, and gladness (Matt. 5:45; Acts 14:17).

Now turn to Matt. 3:17: God the Father of Christ.




3:17 God the Father of Christ—Every new Christian eventually wonders in what sense God may be called the Father of Christ and Christ the Son of God. The answer to this question is not a simple one. First, one must recognize that the title “Son of God” does not speak of physical nature, for God is spirit (John 4:24), and Christ was the Son of God before He assumed a human body in Bethlehem (John 3:16; Gal. 4:4). Passages which use terms implying physical origin must be taken in a figurative sense (Heb. 1:5).

Second, the title expresses a unique relationship. Christ distinguished His sonship from that of His disciples (John 20:17). He is begotten of God in a sense that no one else is (John 1:14; 3:16). Some call it “eternal generation,” signifying the timelessness of this “God from God” relationship.

Third, the title describes a relationship of equality. The Son of God is no less than God. When Jesus claimed to be “one” with the Father, He was speaking of a unity of “substance” with the Father and thus equality in all the attributes of deity (John 10:30). The Jews certainly understood this claim, for they took up stones to stone Him, protesting that “You . . . make Yourself God” (John 10:33).

Fourth, the title especially emphasizes Christ’s role as the revealer of God. He alone possesses the knowledge of the Father (John 14:6–9; 1 John 1:2), and He is the sole mediator of that knowledge (1 Tim. 2:5). Therefore no one can know the Father except through the Son (John 14:6). The narrowness of this way to God should be a sober incentive to take to all the world the message that the Son of God has come to impart to every person the life of the Father.

Now turn to Rom. 8:15: God the Father of Believers.

12:24 Demons: Relation to Satan—The relation of the fallen angels to Satan is presented in the Bible under two figures of speech:


a. He is their ruler. Satan is “the ruler of the demons” (Matt. 12:24) and “the prince of the power of the air” (Eph. 2:2). “Principalities or powers” is biblical shorthand for organized spiritual forces (Col. 1:16).

b. He is their captain. The fallen angels function as an army under the control of Satan opposing the hosts of heaven (Eph. 6:12; Rev. 12:7–9).


Nowhere in the Bible do fallen angels worship Satan. They are not said to love him, which is impossible, or to fear him, although that seems likely. Someday they will reluctantly bow before the Lord Jesus (Phil. 2:10, 11).

Now turn to Luke 11:24–26: Demons: Interaction with Humans.

16:18 The Origin of the Church—The church was a mystery (that is, hidden, not revealed) in the Old Testament. It was first prophesied in these words spoken to Peter, “on this rock I will build My church.” In this prophecy there is a play on the word “rock” which also happens to be Peter’s name. Jesus said, “you are Peter” (masculine, petros) and “on this rock [feminine, petra] I will build My church.” But when did the church actually begin? Again, many suggestions are offered for varying reasons. The simplest view is to understand the New Testament church as beginning on the Day of Pentecost in response to Peter’s Pentecostal sermon when “that day about three thousand souls were added to them [that is, the apostles]” (Acts 2:41). This group for the first time is called “the church” in Acts 2:47, and God added to their number daily those who were saved.

Now turn to Eph. 3:21: The Purpose of the Church.

25:31, 32 God’s Work in the Future—When the Bible was written fully one-fourth of it predicted events future to its writers. Both the OT and the NT contain a great deal of information about still-future events surrounding the return of Christ and subsequent events. Christians may differ about how to interpret details of the Bible’s information about the future, but they agree that it is important and that we should live lives of expectation and preparedness for the Lord’s return.


a. The Second Coming. Jesus promised that He would return for His followers (John 14:3). His return will set in motion the culminating events of time and history (Matt. 24:3).

b. The Great Tribulation. The end of time is characterized as an era of increasing wickedness culminating in a period of intense evil and opposition to the truth of Christ (Matt. 24:21–28; 2 Tim. 3:1, 13)

c. The millennial reign of Christ. Rev. pictures Christ reigning from Jerusalem over the whole earth for a thousand years. The redeemed through the ages participate with Him in a golden age of peace and prosperity before a final rebellion led by Satan (Rev. 20:4–6).

d. Final judgments. Among the events surrounding the return of Christ are judgments by the Lord that identify the redeemed (Rev. 21:27), evaluate the faithfulness of their lives (1 Cor. 3:11–15), and condemn the unredeemed (Rev. 20:11–15).

e. Eternal rewards and punishment. Believers in Jesus will enjoy the presence of the Lord forever (Rev. 22:3–5), while unbelievers will suffer eternally with Satan and His angels (Matt. 25:41).


Now turn to Gen. 2:15–17: The Edenic Covenant.

25:41 Satan: Destiny of Satan—Jesus said that a place of everlasting fire awaits the devil and his angels at the end of the age. The Scriptures say that Satan will be bound for a thousand years in the bottomless pit during the millennial reign of Christ (Rev. 20:1–4). After he has been bound for a thousand years, Satan will be loosed briefly and he will gather a new army of the nations against the Lord (vv. 7, 8). Fire from the Lord will consume Satan’s last grasp at power on earth (v. 9), and he will be cast into “the lake of fire and brimstone” forever (v. 10). The fate of Satan will also be the fate of all the fallen angels (Matt. 25:41).

Now turn to THE CHRISTIAN’S GUIDE: Beginning the New Life.

28:19 Sharing Our Faith: Why?—There are at least six compelling reasons for sharing our faith in Christ with those who have not experienced new life in Christ.


a. Because God has commanded us to do so. The final words of Jesus while on earth (Acts 1:8) and also the Bible (Rev. 22:17) speak concerning this.

b. Because it demonstrates our love for God. Christ said that if we truly loved Him we would keep His commandments (John 14:15).

c. Because all are lost (Rom. 3:10, 23).

d. Because our sharing is God’s chosen method to tell all people. He could have used angels, but He didn’t. Only redeemed sinners can tell lost sinners about Christ. See Rom. 10:14–17; Acts 8:3.

e. Because God desires to save all people (Acts 4:12; 2 Pet. 3:9; 1 Tim. 2:4).

f. Because someone once shared his faith with us. It may have been a faithful Bible teacher, or a godly pastor, or a praying parent. In other words, they have the right to expect that we will do for others what they have done for us.


Now turn to 1 Cor. 15:3, 4: Sharing Our Faith: What?




10:45 The Ministry of the Son of God—The ministry of Christ is threefold:


a. He is Savior. The title Savior implies many important and interrelated truths: the need of sinful people to be saved (1 Tim. 1:15); the qualifications of Christ as God-man to be our Savior (John 10:18); the humiliating death He experienced to become our Savior (John 19:18); the victorious, bodily resurrection He experienced as a sure guarantee of our salvation (1 Cor. 15:13–22); and the glorious results of salvation (John 5:24). It is no wonder that in light of these precious realities Paul speaks of Christ as “our great God and Savior” (Titus 2:13).

b. He is High Priest. The high priest was of supreme importance in the Old Testament. It was on the basis of his mediation for the people before God on the Day of Atonement that they were brought near to God and protected from judgment (Lev. 16:16). Therefore his qualifications were exacting: appointed by God, physically perfect, ceremonially pure, etc. (Lev. 21). Jesus is eminently qualified to be our High Priest: He was appointed by God (Heb. 5:5); He is eternal (Heb. 7:24, 25); He is sinless (Heb. 7:26); His offering was final (Heb. 9:28); and His mediation is effective (Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25; 1 John 2:1). As the only qualified High Priest for men and women, Jesus Christ thus constitutes the only way to God (1 Tim. 2:5).

c. He is King. The position of king implies sovereign authority and rule over all. The Scriptures clearly teach that this right belongs only to Jesus Christ, who is called “the King of Kings and Lord of Lords” (Rev. 19:16). This title means that He is destined to rule as King and that every knee must ultimately bow and acknowledge His authority (Phil. 2:10). Those who acknowledge Christ as King and Lord in this life will reign with Him; those who do not will be judged by Him (Rev. 20:11–15). The weight of eternity hangs on this solemn decision.


Now turn to Is. 53:7: The Lamb of God.

14:38 Temptation by the Flesh—“Flesh” in the Bible often means something other than the substance of the human body. It is used constantly to refer to the carnal, sinful principle within man that is opposed to God (Rom. 8:7). The actions produced by the flesh are given in detail in Galatians 5:19–21. Among these are all types of sexual immorality, impurity, hatred, anger, false religions, envy, and drunkenness. A person whose life is characterized by these sins cannot be a true Christian and is under the wrath of God (Gal. 5:21; Eph. 2:3).

Though the flesh is not eradicated for Christians, we do not have to obey it (Rom. 7:15–25). We possess a new nature empowered by the Holy Spirit. Since the flesh and the Spirit are totally opposed to each other, the one whom believers allow to dominate will take charge in life and produce its own fruit. The solution to the urges of the flesh lies in acknowledging that the power of sin was nullified by Jesus’ death (Rom. 6:11) and in living under the control of the Spirit’s power (Gal. 5:16). The latter is a moment-by-moment dependence in faith on the Spirit’s power. We must choose by an act of will to benefit from the Spirit’s enablement.

Now turn to 1 Chr. 21:1: Temptation by Satan.




11:24–26 Demons: Interaction with Humans—Few subjects are as volatile as this one because Satan specializes in producing and exploiting human fears. Remember at every point that God and His angels are the primary spiritual powers and the only creative ones. What Satan and his minions do is always an attempt to ruin God’s purposes. Never let yourself become engrossed with the devil or his angels.

If, as seems likely, the demons of the Gospels, Acts, and Epistles are to be identified with the fallen angels, they can interact with humans in the following ways:


a. They motivate false philosophies of life. Whether religious (1 Tim. 4:1) or secular (Col. 2:8–10), false teachings are prompted at least in part by fallen angels.

b. They can lead people into moral impurity. The result of false philosophies of life is always sin (1 Tim. 4:2; Col. 2:12–15).

c. They oppose spiritual growth. The warfare of the Christian life is a battle against the influences of invisible fallen angels (Eph. 6:12).

d. They can cause disease. In the Gospels some diseases have evil supernatural origins (Matt. 12:22).

e. They can cause mental disorders. Jesus healed some mental disorders by casting out demons (Luke 8:29, 35).

f. They can possess people. The Gospels and Acts record instances of demon control of unbelievers’ lives (Matt. 4:24; Mark 5:8–14; Luke 8:2; Acts 8:7; 16:16).


Now turn to Is. 14:12–15: Satan: Fall of Satan.




5:24 Everlasting Life—One benefit of finding new life in Christ is called in the Bible “everlasting [eternal] life.” The character of this great reality may be summarized by carefully looking at each word. The word “life” stresses the quality of this new relationship to God (John 10:10). It does not mean, of course, that we are not physically alive before salvation; it simply stresses the fact that we enter a new, personal relationship with God that gives us a fullness of spiritual vitality that we lacked before (John 17:3).

The word “everlasting” emphasizes life without end. Though it will not be completely fulfilled until our future bodily redemption (Rom. 8:23), it is still a present possession that can never perish (John 10:28).

Everlasting life must not be conceived of as an exclusively future possession. Rather, its possession is clearly seen in our actions. Thus, “no murderer has eternal life abiding in him” (1 John 3:15). Indeed, love is the confirming evidence that we do, in fact, have eternal life (1 John 3:14).

The greatness of this spiritual reality constitutes a wonderful incentive to vigorously proclaim the gospel to those who are still “dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1).

Now turn to 2 Cor. 5:17: New Nature.

8:31 God’s Word Confirms—“To confirm” means “to fully establish a truth or fact.” The Bible should be used to confirm the truth in our own hearts.


a. It confirms our salvation. Often Christians are troubled with doubts about their conversion experience. Did God really save them when they asked Him to do so? Are they still saved today? A number of verses may be used to confirm our salvation. One of the strongest is Jesus’ own words in the Gospel of John: “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life” (John 5:24). Compare John 3:16; 6:27, 35, 37, 40; 10:27–29; Rom. 8:1.

b. It confirms the hand of God in all of life’s bitter disappointments. Undoubtedly a most important verse of reassurance and comfort in the hour of great need is Rom. 8:28: “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.”

c. It confirms our forgiveness when we sin. Sometimes believers carry with them an unnecessary burden of guilt over past sins and failures. Even though these have been confessed, they have difficulty believing God has truly forgiven and cleansed them. But time and again the Bible assures us that all confessed sin is instantly and eternally forgiven (Ps. 32:5; 103:12; Is. 38:17).


Now turn to Prov. 22:21: God’s Word Equips.

8:44 Satan: Role in Fall of Humans—Jesus described Satan’s role in the fall of humankind as that of murderer and liar. Satan murdered humankind with a lie. Jesus went on to imply that lying still kills and that liars reflect the character of Satan and reveal the abiding effects of the Fall on humanity.

In the Garden of Eden, Satan used the serpent as his tool of temptation. The serpent was a real creature, not a manifestation of the devil (Gen. 3:1, 14, 15). First, the talking serpent approached Eve who had not directly received the commands from God, as had Adam. Second, he asked whether God had restricted human freedom in any way. Third, he accused God of misleading humankind about the results of violating His restrictions (v. 4). Finally, he asserted that disobeying God would lead to personal fulfillment, knowledge, and power (v. 5).

The serpent was cursed by God for its role in Satan’s deception of the human race (Gen. 3:14, 15). The literal serpent became a degraded animal that lives a lowly existence and generally inspires dread and uneasiness among humans. The great Serpent, Satan, who operated through the literal serpent also was cursed to be the enemy of humankind and would be mortally wounded by the Seed of the woman. This first messianic prophecy in the Bible foresaw the death of the Second Adam on the cross to pay the penalty for sin (Rom. 5:17; 1 Cor. 15:45, 46), break the hold of Satan on humankind (Heb. 2:14, 15), and guarantee his doom in the lake of fire (Matt. 25:41; Rev. 20:10).

Now turn to 2 Cor. 2:11: Satan: Strategies of Satan.

10:10 The Earthly Life of the Son of God—Since the gospel narratives are mainly concerned with Jesus’ earthly ministry, it is important that the main aspects of His teaching be recognized. The most important of these are: the kingdom of God (Matt. 5–7; 24–25); His divine authority over humankind (Matt. 7:28, 29; Mark 2:10); His own role as God and Messiah demonstrated by miracles and signs (Matt. 16:15–20); the significance of His death and resurrection (Matt. 16:21; Luke 24:26); the relationship His disciples and subsequent believers are to share with Him (John 13–16); and the urgency of His commission to believers to make disciples (Matt. 28:19, 20).

Of the many events of His earthly life the most significant, without a doubt, are His death and resurrection. On these two pivotal, historical incidents rests the validity of the entire Christian faith ( 1 Cor. 15:14). It is vital then to understand the nature of these two events. The death of Christ was first of all a humiliating physical death (John 19:18, 33). More than that, for a brief time it constituted a spiritual separation from God (Matt. 27:46). Within this moment there occurred the inexplicable mystery of the Father punishing the Son for the sins of the world (1 Pet. 3:18; 2 Cor. 5:21). This event, though it was the greatest crime of human history, was in the plan of God (Acts 2:23), and thus became the basis of salvation for sinners (Is. 53:5).

The power of the death of Christ would be nullified without His bodily resurrection. Though it does not justify us, the resurrection demonstrated that His death, by which believing sinners are justified, was valid (1 Cor. 15:12–20). While skeptics have denied the bodily resurrection of Christ, the historical evidence for it is overwhelming: the many separate accounts of post-Resurrection appearances, the empty tomb, and the transformed disciples. Every life that has been dramatically and wonderfully changed by believing in Christ since the first century is a testimony to its historical reality. Furthermore, it is the power of the Resurrection that marvelously empowers Christians today to live the Christian life (Eph. 1:19, 20; Phil. 3:10).

Now turn to Mark 10:45: The Ministry of the Son of God.




1:8 Empowered by God—One of the most common excuses for not becoming a Christian is the fear of failure to live the Christian life. Besides overlooking the fact that people cannot be saved on the basis of good works (Titus 3:5), this objection neglects the truth that God provides the power to live the Christian life. Before Christ was crucified He promised the coming of the Holy Spirit to help believers (John 16:13, 14). The subsequent events of the Book of Acts supply ample evidence of the fulfillment of this prophecy (Acts 4:7, 33; 6:8).

The power of the Holy Spirit was not designed solely for the first-century church. Rather, all Christians are indwelt by the Spirit and thus have His power available (1 Cor. 6:19). However, living the Christian life under the Spirit’s power must not be thought of as simply allowing the Spirit to take control while the believer does nothing. Believers still must live the Christian life, though they do it through the Spirit’s power. Rom. 8:13 says, “if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.” It is you who are to put to death the sinful deeds of the body, but you are to do it through the Spirit’s power.

Christians who struggle in their own strength to live the Christian life will fail. They must by faith appropriate daily the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:4, 5). Described practically, this means that believers trust the Spirit to empower them in specific instances such as sharing their faith with others, resisting temptation, being faithful, and so on. There is no secret formula that makes the Spirit’s power available. It is simply a reliance on the Spirit to help.

Now turn to Titus 1:2: Promise of God.

2:42–47 Benefits of Participation in the Local Church—The benefits of participation in a local church are immediately apparent. This passage records the first meeting of the first local church. From this passage seven benefits of participation in the local church are immediately apparent: instruction—“continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine”; fellowship—“and fellowship”; observance of the ordinances—“breaking of bread”; corporate prayer—“prayers”; effective outreach—“fear came upon every soul”; common cause—“had all things in common”; and mutual assistance—“divided them among all, as anyone had need.” In addition to these, four other benefits of participation in the local church are clear: worship (Acts 20:7); discipline (Matt. 18:15–17; 2 Cor. 13:1–10); pastoral oversight (1 Pet. 5:1–3); and obedience to God’s command (Heb. 10:25). Participation in the local church is not optional for the child of God. It is imperative and yields eternal benefits.

Now turn to Matt. 28:19: Sharing Our Faith: Why?

7:38 The Meaning of the Church—In modern English the word “church” is used in five ways: (1) a building designated as a place of worship, that is, a church building; (2) all who profess faith in Christ regardless of particular theological beliefs; (3) a denomination; (4) a single organized Christian group, that is, a local church; and (5) the body of Christ, that is, the universal church. While all of these are legitimate uses for modern English, the word “church” is used in the NT in only the last two senses—a local church, or the body of Christ, the universal church. At its root, the word “church” means a “called-out group.” It is used of the nation Israel (Acts 7:38), which was a group of people who were called out of the rest of the people of the world to have a special national relationship to God. It is used of a local church ( 1 Thess. 1:1, church of the Thessalonians; Rev. 2:1, church of Ephesus, and so on), and of the universal church, the body of Christ (Col. 1:18). The universal church comprises all believers from the Day of Pentecost until the time God takes the church out of the world, and at which time His program for the church will be complete. The local church is a local, visible, temporal manifestation of the universal church. At one point in history the local and universal churches were identical (Acts 2:41). The universal church will not meet until “we all get to heaven” and once in session will never cease.

Now turn to Matt. 16:18: The Origin of the Church.

10:14, 15 Reconciliation Between Enemies—The gospel of Jesus Christ not only reconciles humans to God but provides the basis for reconciliation between people who are natural enemies. In NT times the natural enemies who heard the gospel were Jews and Gentiles. Jews, whose faith rested on the OT, comprised all of the earliest converts to faith in Christ (Acts 2:41; 4:4; 11:19). The Jewish Christians did not want to consider Gentiles as Christians until they first became Jewish converts (Acts 15:1). One of the triumphs of the NT church was recognizing that all humans stand on level ground before the Cross of Christ—equally needy, equally redeemed by His death, equally worthwhile in His body (Eph. 2:11–18).

It is a scandal in the church of Jesus Christ when centuries later majority-race Christians exclude minority groups. That Native Americans, African-Americans, Asian-Americans, Hispanics, and other ethnic groups are despised and excluded from various Christian congregations is sin. One of the most powerful witnesses to the reality of the work of God in the modern world is interracial reconciliation (John 17:20–23). Hatred and suspicion cannot be solved by education and legislation. Only regeneration can change the fearful human heart (2 Cor. 5:16–20). Only the church has a compelling reason to reject natural racial hostility in favor of the supernatural love of Jesus Christ (Eph. 2:19–22).

Now turn to Acts 1:8: Empowered by God.

16:31 New Life: Received by Faith—The words spoken to the Philippian jailer are the best news human ears have ever heard, for they clearly tell how we receive God’s gift of eternal life. When we receive God’s gift of eternal life we are said to be “saved.” The basic concept underlying “salvation” or “being saved” is deliverance. We are delivered from the penalty of sin (death, separation from God) and from the power of sin. Ultimately we will be delivered from the very presence of sin and will be delivered into the very presence of God. We receive new life by faith—believing that Jesus died for our sins, that His death was in our place, and that His payment for sin is fully acceptable in God’s sight. Faith can be summarized in the acrostic:

Forsaking

All

I

Take

Him

We are to forsake all (repent of our sins) and to take Him (by faith turn to God for our salvation) (Acts 20:21).

Now turn to John 5:24: Everlasting Life.




6:23 New Life: A Free Gift—You can work for sin but it is a cruel master. When it pays you off, its wage is death—separation from God forever. In stark contrast, God does not pay wages. He has a free gift to offer—eternal life. There is nothing that one can do to earn this gift. If one could earn it, it would not be a gift; it would be wages. Eternal life is just that—eternal—it never ceases. The basic concept underlying life is union. There are three kinds of life mentioned in the Bible: (1) physical life—union of the soul with the body; (2) spiritual life—union of the soul with God; and (3) eternal life—eternal union of the soul with God. Jesus said, “My sheep hear My voice . . . And I give them eternal life; and they shall never perish” (John 10:27, 28). The gift of God is eternal life. We receive this gift when we believe in Jesus as our own personal Savior. Having eternal life, we will never perish.

Now turn to Col. 1:22: New Life: Based on Christ’s Death.

8:15 God the Father of Believers—God is the Father of all who believe in Christ in a special sense not shared by unbelievers. God is called their Father, first of all, because they have a new standing before Him. While unbelievers are the offspring of God because He created them (Acts 17:28, 29), they do not have the standing of sons. Their standing is rather as condemned sinners before God the Judge (John 3:18; Rev. 20:11). When we believe in Christ as Savior, our estate is wonderfully changed from grim condemnation to privileged sonship. This new standing grants to all believers the legal right and spiritual privileges of divine sonship: “heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17).

God is the Father of believers also in the sense that He gives them new life (John 3:3). This relationship then is a family one involving many of the same realities that exist between an earthly father and child: birth of the child (John 3:3); partaking of the father’s nature ( 2 Pet. 1:4); the father’s care for the child (Matt. 6:32, 33; 7:9–11); and the father’s discipline of the child (Heb. 12:6–8). Furthermore, this new Father-child relationship carries with it new brothers and sisters (Heb. 13:1).

To obtain God as Father is not a result of one’s own merit but a result of Christ’s. The one who believes in Christ as Savior enters into the blessed Father-child relationship with God solely on the grounds of Christ’s sonship (Rom. 8:17; Heb. 2:17). It is the grand privilege and calling of those who know God as Father to graciously invite unbelievers to meet God as Father and not as Judge.

Now turn to Is. 9:6: The Person of the Son of God.

12:1 Walking in the Spirit: Yielding—Confession of sin in itself is not enough to enable the believer to automatically walk in the Spirit. One must then become a yielded instrument for God’s service. What is to be yielded is simply one’s own self (Rom. 6:13; James 4:7). This involves both the body (Rom. 12:1; 1 Cor. 6:20) and the mind (Rom. 12:2), since it is with the body that actions conceived in the mind are carried out and with the mind that they are formulated. Stated another way, that which is conceived in the mind is carried out in the body; thus, one’s whole being must be presented by a decisive act of the will to God for His service. Yielding must not be thought of simply as a willingness to do some specific thing. Rather, it consists of dedication by a person to do whatever God commands.

Yielding leads not only to dedication but also can result in separation: “do not be conformed to this world” (Rom. 12:2). Since the world is resolutely opposed to God, one cannot revel in its lusts and at the same time do the will of God (1 John 2:15–17). The concept of separation involves being “unfashionable” in spirit, thought, values, and actions according to the world’s standards.

Finally, yielding includes transformation of the mind. This work is said to be accomplished through a lifetime of “renewing” the mind. The human mind has been darkened by sin (Rom. 8:7; Col. 1:21) and must be brought to the place where it thinks as God thinks (Eph. 4:23). This renewing is said to come especially through prayer to God in everything (Phil. 4:6, 7) and through constant meditation on the Word of God (Ps. 119:1). This transformation is a lifelong process that will not be completed until we are with Christ (Phil. 1:6; 1 John 3:2). Along life’s way, however, it brings a peace and delight that can only come from having embraced the mind of Christ.

Now turn to Eph. 5:18: Walking in the Spirit: Filling.

13:1–4 The Function of Human Government—The general function of human government, as instituted by God, may be said to be threefold: to protect, punish, and promote.


a. The Function of Protection: The moment Adam sinned it was obvious that civilizations would need some form of restraint and rule to protect citizens from themselves. An example of this function is seen in Acts 21:27–37 where Roman soldiers step in and save Paul from being murdered by his own enraged countrymen in Jerusalem.

b. The Function of Punishment: Both Paul and Peter bring this out. Paul writes that duly appointed human officials are to be regarded as God’s servants to “bear the sword,” that is, to impose punishment upon criminals (vv. 3, 4). Peter tells us that governors are “sent by him for the punishment of evildoers” (1 Pet. 2:13, 14).

c. The Function of Promotion: Human government is to promote the general welfare of the community where its laws are in effect. Paul commands us to pray for human leaders “that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence” (1 Tim. 2:1, 2).


Now turn to 1 Pet. 2:13: Our Responsibility to Human Government.

16:5 Definition of the Local Church—The local church is a geographically located, temporally limited, and visibly evident manifestation of the universal church, the body of Christ. In the early NT days the local church met in the Jewish synagogue and had a very simple organization (James 2:2). A little later the church met in the homes of believers (Rom. 16:5), and it was not uncommon to have a number of churches in an area (Gal. 1:2). The idea of meeting in a building constructed for that exclusive purpose is a post-NT idea. (For a more complete discussion of the church, read Acts 7:38 and THE CHRISTIAN’S GUIDE: The Meaning of the Church.)

Now turn to Heb. 10:25: The Reason for Participation in the Local Church.




6:11 Changed Life—The first stanza of a famous Christian song begins: “What a wonderful change in my life has been wrought since Jesus came into my heart.”

Without doubt the greatest proof of the new birth is changed life. Children of God now suddenly love the following:


a. They love Jesus. Before conversion sinners might hold Christ in high esteem, but after conversion they love the Savior (1 John 5:1, 2).

b. They love the Bible. We should love God’s Word as the psalmist did in Psalm 119. He expresses his great love for God’s Word no less than seventeen times! See verses 24, 40, 47, 48, 72, 97, 103, 111, 113, 127, 129, 140, 143, 159, 162, 165, 168.

c. They love other Christians. “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren” (1 John 3:14).

d. They love their enemies. See Matthew 5:43–45.

e. They love the souls of all people. Like Paul, they too can cry out for the conversion of loved ones. “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved” (Rom. 10:1). See also Second Corinthians 5:14.

f. They love the pure life. John says if one loves the world, “the love of the Father is not in him” (1 John 2:15–17). See also First John 5:4.

g. They love to talk to God. “Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:19).


Now turn to THE CHRISTIAN’S GUIDE: Growing in the New Life.

6:19 The Work of the Holy Spirit in Christian Living—As a loving and wise mother tenderly watches over her child, so the Holy Spirit cares for the children of God.


a. The Holy Spirit indwells Christians. The Bible teaches that all believers are indwelt by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19). The purpose of this indwelling ministry is to control the newly created nature given at conversion (2 Cor. 5:17; Eph. 3:16).

b. The Holy Spirit fills believers. We are admonished to “be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). The word “fill” means “to be controlled.” The filling does not mean that the Christian gets more of the Holy Spirit, but rather, He gets more of us!

c. The Holy Spirit sanctifies the believer (Rom. 15:16; 2 Thess. 2:13).

d. The Holy Spirit produces fruit in the life of the believer. This fruit is described by Paul: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Gal. 5:22, 23).

e. The Holy Spirit imparts gifts to Christians (Rom. 12:6–8; 1 Cor. 12:1–11; Eph. 4:7–12). A spiritual gift is an ability imparted to every Christian (1 Cor. 7:7; 1 Pet. 4:10). The purpose of these gifts is twofold, namely, to glorify God (Rev. 4:11) and to edify the body of Christ (Eph. 4:12, 13).

f. The Holy Spirit teaches believers. He will instruct us in all spiritual things as we read the Word of God (John 14:26) and abide in the Son of God (1 John 2:24–27).


Now turn to Gen. 1:26: Unity of the Trinity.

12:1–10 Using Spiritual Gifts—Spiritual gifts are discussed in detail in four New Testament passages: Romans 12:3–8; First Corinthians 12:1–10, 28–31; Ephesians 4:11, 12; and First Peter 4:10, 11. These lists are to be regarded as representative of spiritual gifts. Spiritual gifts are those gifts given by the Spirit of God for the accomplishment of God’s purpose in the world and for the edification of the church, the body of Christ. Two things are important to remember concerning spiritual gifts: (1) every believer has been given spiritual gifts (Rom. 12:5, 6; 1 Cor. 12:7; 1 Pet. 4:10); and (2) the gifts belong to God and are given for the believer to use for the glory of God (1 Pet. 4:11).

Now turn to Gal. 5:13: Serving.

15:3, 4 Sharing Our Faith: What?—Before discussing just what is to be shared concerning our faith, let us mention a few things we are not to do. We are not commanded to force Christian standards upon the unbelieving world (1 Cor. 5:12). We are not to confuse people by allowing them to believe that church membership, tithing, or any good works are somehow connected with becoming a Christian (Eph. 2:8–10).

Actually, we have but one thing to share with the unsaved, and that is the gospel of Christ. According to Paul it involves the death and resurrection of Christ (1 Cor. 15:1–4). A plan for sharing your faith might be as follows:


a. God’s Word says all are sinners, condemned to hell (Is. 53:6; Rom. 3:10, 11, 23; 5:8, 12; Rev. 20:15).

b. There is nothing lost persons can do on their own to save themselves (Is. 64:6; Eph. 2:9).

c. Christ was born, crucified, and resurrected to save lost people from their sin (John 3:16; 1 Tim. 1:15).

d. To be saved sinners must believe God’s Word and invite Christ into their hearts by faith (John 5:24; Acts 16:31).


Now turn to Ezra 7:10: Sharing Our Faith: How to Prepare.




2:11 Satan: Strategies of Satan—Some of the strategies of Satan are suggested by his many names:


a. The devil (James 4:7). He slanders God to people. He slanders people to God. He slanders people to one another and to themselves.

b. The wicked one (Eph. 6:16). He is out to harm people and create havoc in the natural, political, and social world.

c. The tempter (1 Thess. 3:5). He presents a false but appealing set of plausible reasons and advantages for sinning.

d. The god of this age (2 Cor. 4:4). He is the supernatural motivation for the secular and religious systems of thought that oppose biblical truth.

e. The ruler of this world (John 12:31). Satan has great influence over unrighteous political systems. Totalitarian power, injustice, oppression, and greed are among his trademarks.

f. The prince of the power of the air (Eph. 2:2). He directs the activity of his army of fallen angels who conspire to tempt, deceive, and corrupt in a seemingly endless variety of ways.


At a personal level, Satan appeals to men and women 1) by urging that there is a better way than God’s way in the immediate situation, 2) by reminding how often they have failed in the past at this point, 3) by insinuating how pleasant sin will be, 4) by promoting the merits of hatred, bitterness, and revenge, 5) by advocating power over love, and 6) by urging them to destroy their enemies.

Now turn to Matt. 25:41: Satan: Destiny of Satan.

5:17 New Nature—The term “new nature” refers to the spiritual transformation that occurs within the individual when a person believes in Christ as Savior. The Christian becomes a “new man” (Rom. 6:6; Eph. 2:15; 4:22–24; Col. 3:9, 10). This concept of newness may be traced to an important choice between two Greek words, both meaning “new.” One word means “new” in the sense of renovation (to repair), the other in the sense of fresh existence. The latter is used to describe the Christian. The Christian is not a renovated or refreshed version of the old; rather, the Christian is brand-new with a new family, a new set of values, new motivations, and new possessions.

The “old man” is still present in the new life and expresses himself in corrupting deeds such as lying (Eph. 4:22; Col. 3:9). The “new man,” to be visible, must be put on as one would put on a new suit of clothes (Col. 3:10). In other words, the new nature must be cultivated or nurtured by spiritual decisiveness to grow in Christ. We must not revert to putting on the old suit of the former life; rather, we must continue to grow in this new life (Eph. 5:8).

The message of the new nature is a message of supreme hope: the Spirit of God can accomplish a life-changing transformation for all who will only believe in Christ.

Now turn to Is. 61:10: Christ’s Righteousness.

9:6–8 Giving—There is no better indicator of growth in the new life than in the area of giving. This passage deals with the attitude one should have in giving—it should be cheerful. When giving is cheerful, it will also be generous. The important rule of thumb is not how much is given, but how much is left after the giving. God is not primarily occupied with the amount of the gift, but with the motive that lies behind it. All the money in the world belongs to God. My gift to Him does not make Him any richer; it makes me richer spiritually because of the realization that everything I have is His and that I am giving because I love Him and want to give.

The formula for giving is found in 1 Cor. 16:2 where three principles can be seen: (1) my giving is to be regular, “on the first day of the week”; (2) my giving is to be systematic, “let each one of you lay something aside”; and (3) my giving is to be proportionate, “as he may prosper.”

Failure to give of the money that God has given is a serious matter. People who fail to honor God with their money actually rob God (Mal. 3:8), not because it impoverishes God but because it denies the God-ordained means for the support of His work and His ministers. For the children of God who honor God with their money God promises abundant blessing (Mal. 3:10; Luke 6:38) and the provision of his every need (Phil. 4:19). Giving, then, is a key to growth in the new life.

Now turn to 1 Chr. 16:29: The Meaning of Worship.

13:14 Persons of the Trinity—The one, indivisible divine essence has eternally existed in three Persons: The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:16, 17; 28:19; 1 Cor. 12:4–6; 1 Pet. 1:2; 3:18). They are not a cosmic committee that meets eternally to rule over heaven and earth. The three Persons exist within one God; They comprise one divine Being—not as rooms in a house, but as notes in a chord.

While the “notes in a chord” analogy expresses the interrelatedness of the Persons of the Trinity, it fails to capture the fullness of each Person. If you examine one note of the chord, it is just the note, not the chord. But when you look at the Father, or the Son, or the Holy Spirit, each Person of the Trinity has the full divine nature. You are looking at God—not just a piece of Him (John 14:9; 1 Cor. 2:10–16; Heb. 1:3).

Even the OT with its strict monotheism (Deut. 6:4; Zech. 14:9), hints at a plurality of Persons within the Godhead. There are glimpses of God deliberating with Himself as a plural Being (Gen. 1:26; 11:7; Is. 6:8). A reoccurring OT figure called the Angel of the Lord is also identified as God (Gen. 31:11, 13; Ex. 3:2–5). Even the “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts” from the mouth of the seraphim (Is. 6:3) is consistent with three Persons in God’s Being.

Now turn to Eph. 1:4, 7, 13: Interaction Within the Trinity.




5:13 Serving—God intended that the Christian life should be dynamic, not static. We should sit under the teaching of the Word of God, understand and apply its meaning and implications, and serve God and our fellow believers. The Spirit of God has given us spiritual gifts, but those gifts are worthless unless they are put to use in the service of God and His church. Paul often uses the figure of the human body to show the dependence of the members of the body upon one another and the importance of each member serving the other (Rom. 12:4, 5; 1 Cor. 12:12–31). While some members of the body have more prominent places of service than others, all are equally important. The worst thing that can happen to the human body is for one of its members to become nonfunctioning. Paralysis, sickness, deterioration, and sometimes death occur when a body member ceases to serve the other members of the body in the particular way that God intended. To maintain strength, health, and vitality, every member of the body must function and serve all the other members of the body. This is also true of the spiritual or new life. We will grow in the new life, become strong, and maintain good spiritual health as we use the talents and abilities that God has given us to meet the needs of the other members of the body.

Now turn to 2 Cor. 9:6–8: Giving.




1:4, 7, 13 Interaction Within the Trinity—The Bible glimpses interaction within the Trinity in creation (Gen. 1:1, 2, 26) and the confusion of languages at Babel (11:7). In the NT emerges a clearer picture of the way the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit relate to one another in redeeming sinful humans.

The Father decrees the plans to be carried out on humanity’s behalf (Eph. 1:4). The Son serves humankind to implement the Father’s plans (Eph. 1:7). The Holy Spirit applies the work of the Son to the daily experience of believers in Christ (Eph. 1:13, 14).

A similar pattern appears at the baptism of Jesus (Matt. 3:16, 17). The Father announced that Jesus was doing what pleased Him. Jesus identified with sinful Israel. The Holy Spirit descended as a sign for those who would believe.

In 1 Cor. 12:4–6 is a picture of the Persons of the Trinity interacting to direct the ministry of the church. The Holy Spirit personally gives the ministry gifts to each Christian. The Son establishes the pattern of ministry achieved by the gifted believers. The Father empowers what will be accomplished in a congregation as part of the church universal.

Now turn to THE CHRISTIAN’S GUIDE: Understanding Other Spirit Beings.

1:22, 23 God’s Work in the Church—Observation alone cannot reveal the awesome nature of the church, the body of Jesus Christ. It appears to be a human institution that serves religious purposes, but the Bible tells quite a different story.

First, the church is the congregation of all believers in Jesus Christ from all places and times (Eph. 2:19, 20; Heb. 12:23). It is all born-again men, women, and children called out of every tribe and nation (Rev. 5:9).

Second, the church is the bride of Christ, which will live and reign with Him throughout all eternity (Eph. 5:31, 32; Rev. 19:7).

Third, the church is entrusted with the mission of world evangelization during this age (Matt. 28:19, 20; Acts 1:8).

Fourth, the church exists in local congregations, which gather regularly for worship, instruction, fellowship, and outreach (Acts 2:42; 14:23; Rev. 1:4).

Fifth, the Holy Spirit gives the church leadership and spiritual abilities to bring its members to maturity in life and ministry (1 Cor. 12:4–11; Eph. 4:11–16).

Now turn to Matt. 25:31, 32: God’s Work in the Future.

3:21 The Purpose of the Church—The ultimate purpose of the church is to bring honor and glory to its head, Jesus Christ. It does this as it fulfills its two purposes related to God’s program for the world.

The one purpose of the church, as it relates to the world, is evangelism. This program is spelled out in the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19, 20), which has never been rescinded. The program is to “make disciples of all the nations.” The way this is to be done is twofold: by “baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” and by “teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you.” Baptism is not an optional afterthought. It is a vital part of evangelism and making disciples. By baptism, one indicates that he has been identified with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection (that is, he is a member of the universal church, the body of Christ) and wishes to be identified with the local church. A responsible parent not only brings a child into the world, but also provides what is necessary for the child’s growth. So in the church, teaching must accompany evangelism so that the child of God can learn all that God expects of him and has provided for him.

Another purpose of the church, as it relates to the world, is edification. According to Eph. 4:12 the saints need to be edified (built up) for two goals: “for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry.” The believers who compose the church’s membership need to be built up so that they may realize all that God has provided for Christian living and that they may come to spiritual maturity. They also need to be equipped to perform that work in the body of Christ that God wants them to perform. In a real sense each member of the church is to be a Christian worker so that the work that God wants to perform through the local church can be accomplished.

Now turn to 1 Tim. 3:1–13: The Offices of the Church.

4:3 The Person of the Holy Spirit—One of the most serious errors in the minds of many people concerning the Holy Spirit is that He is simply a principle or an influence. On the contrary, the Holy Spirit is as much a Person (individual existence of a conscious being) as the Father and the Son.


a. The personality of the Holy Spirit. The Bible speaks of the mind (Rom. 8:27) and will (1 Cor. 12:11) of the Holy Spirit. He is often described as speaking directly to men in the Book of Acts. During Paul’s second missionary journey the apostle was forbidden by the Spirit to visit a certain mission field (Acts 16:6, 7) and then was instructed to proceed toward another field of service (Acts 16:10). It was God’s Spirit who spoke directly to Christian leaders in the Antioch church, commanding them to send Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey (Acts 13:2).

b. The deity of the Holy Spirit. He is not only a real Person, but He is also God. As is God the Father, He too is everywhere at once (Ps. 139:7). As the Son is eternal, the Holy Spirit has also existed forever (Heb. 9:14). He is often referred to as God in the Bible. See Acts 5:3, 4. Finally, the Holy Spirit is equal with the Father and Son. This is seen during the baptism of Christ (Matt. 3:16, 17) and is mentioned by Jesus Himself just prior to His ascension from the Mount of Olives (Matt. 28:19, 20).


Now turn to Titus 3:5: The Work of the Holy Spirit in Salvation.

5:18 Walking in the Spirit: Filling—To be filled with the Spirit is to be controlled by the Spirit and is therefore crucial to successfully living the Christian life. Unlike the indwelling of the Spirit, filling is a repeated experience. This is underscored by the use of the present tense (“be filled”) as well as by biblical examples of Christians who were filled more than once (Acts 2:4; 4:31). Just as important, we must observe that filling is a command to be obeyed, not an option.

The next most important question is, How can someone be filled with the Spirit? The prerequisites are simply confession of sin and yielding to God. The former means to agree with God about the person’s sin; the latter means primarily dedication of self to God. The believer who chooses to obey in these areas is filled with the Spirit and enabled to manifest Christ-like character. This obedience may be accompanied by prayer but is not necessarily so.

The certainty of being filled with the Spirit may be confirmed by the believer’s faith and life. The believer must, of course, believe God’s Word that meeting the conditions will result in the filling. The Spirit-filled person will exhibit the Christ-like character described in Gal. 5:22, 23 as the fruit of the Spirit. Included in that list are all the vibrant, attractive qualities desired by all Christians. How delightful it is that any Christian may possess them and be transformed by the filling of the Spirit.

Now turn to THE CHRISTIAN’S GUIDE: Facing Problems in the New Life.

5:25–29 The Relationship of the Church to Christ—The wonderful relationship that exists between Christ and the church was initiated by Christ who loved the church and gave Himself for it. The intimacies of that relationship are described with seven figures:


a. “The shepherd and the sheep” emphasizes both the warm leadership and protection of Christ and the helplessness and dependency of believers (John 10:1–18).

b. “The vine and the branches” points out the necessity for Christians to depend on Christ’s sustaining strength for growth (John 15:1–8).

c. “Christ as High Priest” and “the church as a kingdom of priests” stresses the joyful worship, fellowship, and service, which the church can render to God through Christ (Heb. 5:1–10; 7:1; 8:6; 1 Pet. 2:5–9; Rev. 1:6).

d. “The cornerstone and building stones” accents the foundational value of Christ to everything the church is and does, as well as Christ’s value to the unity of believers. Love is to be the mortar which solidly holds the living stones together (1 Cor. 3:9; 13:1–13; Eph. 2:19–22; 1 Pet. 2:5).

e. “The head and many-membered body” is frequently used in Scripture to illustrate several tremendous truths: the church is a vibrant organism, not merely an organization; it draws its vitality and direction from Christ, the head; and each believer has a unique and necessary place in its growth (1 Cor. 12:12, 13, 27; Eph. 4:4).

f. “The last Adam and new creation” presents Christ as the initiator of a new creation of believers as Adam was of the old creation (1 Cor. 15:22, 45; 2 Cor. 5:17).

g. “The bridegroom and bride” beautifully emphasizes the intimate fellowship and co-ownership existing between Christ and the church (Eph. 5:25–33; Rev. 19:7, 8; 21:9).


You have now completed The Christian’s Guide to the New Life.

6:4 The Role of the Parents—While fathers are identified as the parents responsible for setting the pattern for child rearing, mothers usually do much more of the training and instructing of families’ children. Mothers and fathers need to agree on their approach to child rearing and support one another in their efforts with their children. Both parents are to be obeyed and honored equally by their children (vv. 1, 2). Parental responsibility is set out in two ways: First, what they are not to do—“do not provoke your children to wrath.” Parents are not to overdiscipline in a reign of terror that will result in bitterly hostile children (v. 4) or children who give up on life (Col. 3:21). Second, what parents are to do—“but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.” To “bring them up” involves three ideas:


a. Parenting is a continuous job. As long as a child is a dependent, parents are responsible for rearing them so they become the people God wants them to be.

b. Parenting is a loving job. To “bring up” means literally “to nourish tenderly.” Children should be objects of tender, loving care.

c. Parenting is a twofold job involving 1) nurture (lit., “child training”)—all that children need for physical, mental, and spiritual development—and 2) admonition (lit., “corrective” discipline) of the Lord.


Fathers and mothers are God’s constituted home authority (Prov. 1:8; 6:20–22) to nurture children along godly paths and to admonish them away from ungodly ones. Fathers and mothers who do not discipline their children are parents who are themselves undisciplined and disobedient to God’s will.

Now turn to Prov. 22:6: A Prescription for Rearing Children.




4:6 Thanksgiving—The importance and spiritual benefits of thanksgiving in our prayer life cannot be overemphasized. The Bible tells us God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble (James 4:6). But the question is, How do you become humble? It is done by being thankful! A good rule is to be careful (worried) for nothing (Phil. 4:6), be prayerful in all things ( 1 Thess. 5:18), and be thankful for anything. It was the sin of thanklessness that caused the ancient world to plunge into the terrible depths of sexual depravity (Rom. 1:21). In the OT a special group of priests was appointed to do nothing else but praise and thank the Lord (2 Chr. 31:2).

There are two main things we are to thank God for:


a. We are to thank Him for His work in Creation. David reminds us concerning this area of thanksgiving in Ps. 100. Later, John the apostle tells us we will thank God for His work in Creation throughout all eternity. Note the words of this song of praise: “You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and by Your will they exist and were created” (Rev. 4:11).

b. We are to thank Him for His work in redemption. John also informs us that our second song in heaven will feature thanksgiving for God’s work in redemption: “And they sang a new song, saying: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood’ ” (Rev. 5:9).


Now turn to Prov. 16:3: Commitment.




1:22 New Life: Based on Christ’s Death—Salvation is free, but it is not cheap. Salvation is a gift and costs me nothing, but it cost God everything—it cost Jesus His life. “The wages of sin is death” (separation from God). God’s gift is “eternal life” (eternal union of the soul with God). This is possible because of the death of Jesus on Calvary’s cross (Rom. 6:23). Jesus actually took sin’s penalty for every man, woman, and child who ever has lived or ever will live. As He hung upon the cross, He cried, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” Being interpreted, He cried, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Matt. 27:46). Jesus was separated from God the Father so that you and I do not have to be. This is the heart of the Atonement. The marvel of it all is that He did this while we were His enemies: “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8).

Now turn to Acts 16:31: New Life: Received by Faith.

3:19 The Role of the Husband—Paul tells the husband to love his wife (Eph. 5:25), while Peter tells the husband to dwell together with his wife (1 Pet. 3:7). The husband cannot live with his wife as Peter says unless he loves her in the way Paul means. The love that the husband is commanded to have for the wife is not primarily sexual or emotional (though both of those concepts are involved); it is a love that loves in spite of the response (or lack of it) in the one loved. It is the kind of love that God has for the world (John 3:16) and is the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). A husband can only love his wife properly if he is a Christian and under the control of the Holy Spirit.

The two responsibilities the husband has in the family are to dwell with his wife according to knowledge and to render to his wife the honor that is due her because she is his wife. To “dwell together” with his wife means that the husband must take his wife into every aspect of his life. There are to be no areas of his life where there are signs that say, “Private, husband only—wife keep out.”

The husband is to perform his two duties for a spiritual purpose: “that your prayers be not hindered.” The man who is not taking his wife into every aspect of his life and rendering to her the honor that is due her because she is his wife cannot communicate with her in the way that God intended; hence, he cannot communicate with God either. To make sure that the channel of communication with God is open, the husband must make sure that the channel of communication with his wife is open. Only in this way can he truly love his wife as God intended and manifest his headship properly.

Now turn to Prov. 1:8: The Role of Children.




1:5 Sharing Our Faith: How to Do It—Sharing our faith is a combination of spontaneous conversation about God and premeditated ideas about the gospel. The following is a set of practical steps to take in witnessing for Christ:


a. Regularly talk about God. Sprinkle your ordinary conversation with occasional references to God’s activity in your life. It is much easier to share your faith when your friends know God is an integral part of your affairs.

b. Prepare your testimony. Learn to describe your pre-Christian life, your encounter with Christ, and subsequent changes in your life in fewer than 5 minutes. If you became a Christian as a child, focus on the impact Christ has had on your adult life.

c. Learn a brief summary of the gospel. If you have never learned a gospel presentation, ask your pastor to help you find one. Perhaps he will assist you to master it.


When you have opportunity to share Christ with someone, be sensitive to that person’s spiritual readiness. Go as far as you can in the progression of mentioning the Lord, telling your story of faith, presenting the gospel, and appealing for a commitment of faith in Christ. Often you will sense that your friend has heard all he or she wants to. When you stop, be sure to mention that you want to talk more about the Lord another time. Keep the subject open.

Now turn to 2 Tim. 4:2: Sharing Our Faith: When?




3:1–13 The Offices of the Church—The NT uses four terms to describe the leadership of the church: (1) “elder” (Gr., presbuteros), which places emphasis upon the authority that the leadership has to teach or rule in the church; (2) “bishop” (Gr., episkopos—overseer), which emphasizes the fact that the leadership is charged with overseeing the local church and as such is responsible for the spiritual well-being of those in the church; (3) “pastor” (Gr., poimen—shepherd), which places emphasis upon the responsibility of the leadership of the church to shepherd the flock. No shepherd has ever given birth to his sheep. It is the responsibility of those in leadership to do for the sheep what they cannot do for themselves and to make sure that they are in good spiritual condition so that they can do what comes naturally, that is, beget other sheep; (4) “deacon” (Gr., diakonos—minister), which places emphasis upon the attitude that the leaders are to have in their leading. They are not to “lord it over” the flock, but are to realize that they are the ministers or servants of those whom the Lord has put under their care.

The function of the office of elder is twofold: (1) teaching and (2) ruling (1 Tim. 5:17). An elder is to be able to teach his people what the Word of God teaches and to give direction as to how that is to be accomplished in and through the local church.

The qualifications for the office of deacon are essentially the same as those for the elder except that the deacon need not be “able to teach.” The deacons are to be spiritual and in tune with the elders and seek to assist them in implementing the goals that the elders feel the Spirit of God is leading them to pursue through the local church.

Now turn to Eph. 5:25–29: The Relationship of the Church to Christ.




4:2 Sharing Our Faith: When?—A famous evangelist once ended a revival meeting in Chicago by advising the unbelievers who were present that night to go home and seriously consider the claims of the gospel, and then return on the following night prepared to make a decision for Christ. But on that same night, October 8, 1871, the tragic Chicago fire broke out. Before it was finally extinguished, nearly four miles of buildings were consumed and 250 people had died. The evangelist then vowed never to end a service without giving an invitation to accept Christ immediately.

The question as to when we should share our faith is directly tied to when a sinner should accept Christ. The Bible is clear that God’s accepted time is today. See Heb. 3:15; 4:7; 2 Cor. 6:2; Is. 55:6. The reason for this is very simple—sinners have no assurance whatsoever that they will live to see tomorrow. See Prov. 27:1; Luke 12:19; James 4:13–15.

Thus, we are to witness any time, all the time, in any place and in all places. The apostle Paul shows us how this should be done. He witnesses everywhere, in a prison at midnight (Acts 16:25–31), and even on a sinking ship during a dark and stormy day (Acts 27:20–25).

Now turn to Ps. 73:1: Walking in the Spirit: Confession.




1:2 Promise of God—Often the Christian will doubt his salvation simply because he doesn’t feel saved, not understanding that the basis for that salvation is the promise of God and not emotional feelings. In fact, the entire Trinity is involved in this.


a. The promise and work of the Father in our salvation. He has promised graciously to accept in Christ all repenting sinners (Eph. 1:6; Col. 3:3). This means a Christian has the right to be in heaven someday, for he is in Christ. God guarantees to us that He will work out all things for our good (Rom. 8:28).

b. The promise and work of the Son. He has promised us eternal life (John 5:24) and abundant life (John 10:10). This covers not only our final destiny in heaven, but also our present Christian service here on earth. He is, in fact, right now praying for us and ministering to us at His Father’s right hand (Heb. 8:1; 9:24).

c. The promise and work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is said to indwell the believer (John 14:16). In addition, He places all believing sinners into the body of Christ, thus assuring us of union with God Himself (1 Cor. 12:13).


Now turn to 1 John 3:24: Witness of the Spirit.

3:5 The Work of the Holy Spirit in Salvation—There are three wonderful works performed by the Holy Spirit in preparing unsaved people to become Christians.


a. The work of the Holy Spirit in restraining. Satan would enjoy nothing more than to destroy people before they make their decision to accept Christ as Savior. But the Holy Spirit prevents this from occurring (Is. 59:19).

b. The work of the Holy Spirit in convicting. Humankind’s sin and righteousness are exposed by the Holy Spirit (John 16:8). There are two well-known examples of sinners being convicted by the Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts. Felix, a Roman governor, actually trembles under conviction as he hears Paul preach (Acts 24:25). The other case involves King Agrippa who responds to a gospel message by saying: “ ‘You almost persuade me to become a Christian’ ” (Acts 26:28).

c. The work of the Holy Spirit in regenerating. When repenting sinners accept Christ as Savior, they are given a new nature by the Holy Spirit. See 2 Cor. 5:17. Jesus carefully explained this ministry of the Holy Spirit to Nicodemus (John 3:3–7).


Now turn to 1 Cor. 6:19: The Work of the Holy Spirit in Christian Living.




1:14 Angels: Messengers and Servants—The ministry of good angels can be considered under six headings:


a. Angels attend and worship God. The basic activity of angels appears to be gathering around the throne of God and proclaiming His worthiness (Matt. 18:10; Rev. 5:11).

b. Angels protect God’s people. The Bible relates numerous instances of angels delivering heroes, such as Daniel and Peter, from threatening situations (Dan. 6:22; Acts 5:19). However, all believers in Christ are objects of angelic concern (Heb. 1:14).

c. Angels guide God’s people. Angels directed the women to see the empty tomb and told Jesus’ disciples He was risen (Matt. 28:5–7). An angel guided Philip to the desert where he met the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:26). An angel assured Paul that he would reach Rome safely (Acts 27:23, 24). They probably guide many Christians who do not realize where their help is coming from.

d. Angels bring judgment on the wicked. Angels participated in the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19:12, 13). They struck down Herod when he received worship (Acts 12:23). They pour out bowls of judgment in Rev. (Rev. 16).

e. Angels assisted Jesus on earth. Angels prepared Mary and Joseph for Jesus’ birth (Matt. 1:20; Luke 1:26–38). They announced Jesus’ birth to the shepherds (Luke 2:8–15). They ministered to Jesus after His wilderness temptation (Mark 1:13). An angel strengthened Him in Gethsemane (Luke 22:43). Angels rolled away the rock from the tomb and ministered to the women (Matt. 28:2–7). Angels were present at Christ’s ascension (Acts 1:11).

f. Angels will assist Christ at His return. An archangel will announce the return of Christ ( 1 Thess. 4:16). Angels will gather all believers from the ends of the earth (Matt. 24:31). They will separate the true from the false (Matt. 13:39, 49, 50). They will serve as an honor guard at the gates of the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:12).


Now turn to Dan. 6:22: Angels: Interaction with Humans.

10:25 The Reason for Participation in the Local Church—The ultimate reason that we should participate in a local church is because it is specifically commanded by God. Even in NT days there were those who yielded to the temptation of absenting themselves from the worship services of the local church. The writer of Heb. points out that members of a local church have an obligation to one another. They are to provoke one another to good works and to exhort one another to live consistent lives worthy of God. This can best be done within the context of a local church; so believers are commanded not to forsake the assembling of themselves together.

Now turn to Acts 2:42–47: Benefits of Participation in the Local Church.

13:15 The Expressions of Worship—Since worship encompasses thought, feeling, and deed, there are many expressions of it. Worship especially includes praise and thanksgiving, which may be expressed privately or publicly, either by grateful declarations (Heb. 13:15) or by joyful singing (Ps. 100:2; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). Portions of early Christian hymns of worship actually may be preserved in the NT (1 Tim. 3:16; 2 Tim. 2:11–13).

One very important expression of worship for the church is remembering the death of Christ through the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:26). The Lord’s Supper was instituted by Christ Himself (Matt. 26:26–28) and judged by Paul not to be taken lightly (1 Cor. 11:28–32).

Since worship means giving something to God, the cheerful giving of money to God’s work is certainly an act of worship (2 Cor. 9:7). The giving of one’s time to the Lord’s work may be considered worship as well. The use of one’s spiritual gifts in ministry to the body of Christ constitutes an example of worship as service (1 Cor. 12), as does faithfully occupying a church office (Eph. 4:11; 1 Tim. 3:1–13; Titus 1:5–9). Ministry in edifying saints and evangelizing sinners both likewise constitute services of worship.

The single most important act of worship for the Christian is the unqualified presentation of self to God as an obedient servant. This dedication involves the body and the mind (Rom. 12:1, 2): the body because it contains the tools by which the will of God is carried out; the mind because it coordinates the actions to be executed by the body. When these are gladly devoted to God, they become instruments by which He effects His will on the earth. Such faithful and joyous service makes one’s entire life a performance of worship.

Now turn to 2 Chr. 7:3: The Reasons for Worship.




2:13 Our Responsibility to Human Government—It is impossible for a believer to be a good Christian and a bad citizen at the same time. As children of God our responsibility to human government is threefold.


a. We are to recognize and accept that the powers that be are ordained by God. “Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God” (Rom. 13:1). This truth applies even to atheistic human governments unless, of course, the law is anti-scriptural. In that situation the believer must obey God rather than humans (Acts 4:18–20). In fact, when Paul wrote those words in Rom. 13:1, the evil emperor Nero was on the throne. See also Titus 3:1.

b. We are to pay our taxes to human government (see Matt. 17:24–27; 22:21; Rom. 13:7).

c. We are to pray for the leaders in human government. “Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior” (1 Tim. 2:1–3).


Paul exhorts us to pray for those who are in authority that we may lead a quiet life. We are to pray that they hold their offices in godliness and honesty (1 Tim. 2:1–3).

Now turn to Amos 3:2: Selection of Israel.

3:1–6 The Role of the Wife—This passage describes “subjection” to her husband as a fundamental responsibility of the married woman. (Other roles for women are covered in such passages as Prov. 31:10–31 and Titus 2:3–5.) The wife is to submit to the authority of her husband, not to men in general. This does not mean the wife is by nature inferior to the husband. In marriage two people become one through the joining of their intellects, their emotions, and their wills. To keep their special union from fracturing and destroying itself, one member is charged to lead and one to submit.

The wife’s submission to her husband is her “adorning,” which makes her truly beautiful (3:3). This inner beauty is of great value in God’s sight (3:4). The believing women of the OT who hoped to be the human channel for the Messiah to come into the world made themselves beautiful by being in subjection to their own husbands. This is supremely illustrated in the relationship between Sarah and Abraham. Wives are exhorted to do what Sarah did, to be in subjection to their husbands, letting the consequences rest with God, and thus become Sarah’s daughters (3:6). For the wife who will do this God promises that, if her husband is either an unbeliever or out of fellowship with God, her subjection can be the very means God will use to bring her husband into a proper relationship with God (3:1, 2). The wife’s subjection may lead to the husband’s salvation.

Now turn to Col. 3:19: The Role of the Husband.

3:17 Kinds of Suffering—There are three basic kinds of suffering, all of which can bring about much pain and discomfort to the believer.


a. Physical suffering. This, of course, occurs when a part of our body is injured or begins to malfunction, resulting in a disharmony between it and the rest of the body. Several factors can be involved in physical suffering. It can be caused by an accident or by carelessness (2 Sam. 4:4). It can be due to birth deformities (John 9:1). It can result from internal disorders (Luke 8:43). Finally, physical suffering may actually be caused by Satan (Job 2:7; Luke 13:16).

b. Mental suffering. In many ways this suffering is even more intense than physical suffering. Justified or unjustified concern over some matter can easily produce mental anguish. Paul himself experienced “fear, and much trembling” and “anguish of heart” (1 Cor. 2:3; 2 Cor. 1:8; 2:4, 13; 7:5).

c. Spiritual suffering. Spiritual suffering can come from the world (1 John 2:15–17), the flesh (Rom. 7:18–24), or the devil. Often it is the latter. See Acts 13:8–11; 16:16–18; 1 Thess. 2:18.


Now turn to Job 2:7: Purposes of Suffering.




1:9 Confession—One of the most remarkable chapters in the OT is Ps. 51. This psalm contains the actual words of confession uttered by King David after his great sins of adultery and murder ( 2 Sam. 11).

This prayer can serve as a pattern to Christians when guilty of sin today.


a. David begins his prayer by freely admitting his sin (Ps. 51:3, 4). This honesty is vital in our confession. God will graciously forgive all our sins, but not on account of our excuses.

b. He then displays real sorrow over his sin (Ps. 51:17). Paul writes (2 Cor. 7:10) that the main characteristic of true confession is godly sorrow.

c. He asks God’s forgiveness (Ps. 51:1, 7–9).

d. He believes that God has heard him and will restore him (Ps. 51:12–15).


In the NT the most important single verse concerning confession is 1 John 1:9. In essence John tells us the means of forgiveness and cleansing is the blood of Christ, while the method of this forgiveness and cleansing is the confession of the Christian.

Like David, we must admit our sin, regret the actions of our sin, plead the blood of Christ, and believe that God has indeed done what He promised, namely, to cleanse us from sin and restore us to fellowship and service.

Now turn to 1 Sam. 1:17: Petition.

2:15 Temptation by the World—The term “world” does not always refer to the universe as created by God. It often is used to describe the community of sinful humanity that possesses a spirit of rebellion against God (1 John 5:19). Because of its opposition to God, the world values those things that are contrary to God’s will: “the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John 2:16). Its temptations to the believer are thus twofold: lust for the sensual and pride in mastery of one’s own life.

The attraction of the world is amplified by Satan who is head of its system. He is called the “ruler of this world” (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11), and the whole world is said to be under his power (1 John 5:19, where “wickedness” can also be translated “wicked one”).

Some of the tragic effects that love of the world will produce in the believer’s life are:


a. A turning away from the Lord’s work and other believers (2 Tim. 4:10);

b. Alienation from God (James 4:4);

c. Corrupting sins (2 Pet. 1:4; 1 John 2:15–17);

d. Deception by false teachers (1 John 4:1; 2 John 7).


The solution to the love of the world is to have a greater love for the Father (1 John 2:15). The Christian who seeks daily to please God in everything and who strives for spiritual growth through prayer, study of God’s Word, and witnessing need not fall prey to the temptations of the world.

Now turn to Mark 14:38: Temptation by the Flesh.

3:2 Placed into God’s Family—In a general sense all men and women are the offspring of God in that He is the Creator (Acts 17:28, 29). This relationship, however, is not sufficient to offset the penalty of sin, because all persons are sinners separated from God (Rom. 3:23). Therefore, for a sinful person to become a child of God, a miraculous transformation must take place. The Bible refers to this change as being “born again” (John 3:3). Individuals who place faith in Christ as Savior are born again into a new, spiritual, family relationship with God (Gal. 3:26). They gain God as Father (Eph. 4:6) and other Christians as brothers and sisters (Heb. 3:1). It is significant to note that the term “brotherly love,” which Christians are commanded to have for each other (Heb. 13:1), is never used in the Greek language to refer to loving others as though they were your brothers. Rather, it is always used of loving those who actually are your brothers. So it is in the Christian faith: we actually are brothers and sisters with other Christians.

Not only are Christians the children of God by spiritual birth; they are adopted as well (Eph. 1:5). This figure implies a dramatic transformation of status from slave to son (Gal. 4:1–5). One is no longer in bondage to the master but becomes a free son possessing all the rights and privileges of sonship. One of these benefits is the right to call God Abba, an affectionate term meaning “Father” (Rom. 8:15). This marvelous relationship carries responsibilities with it, as well as privileges. All who have the hope of having their “sonship” perfected someday are presently purifying their own lives. Since they bear the family relationship to God, they must also exhibit the family character.





Now turn to Acts 10:14, 15: Reconciliation Between Enemies.

3:24 Witness of the Spirit—While it is true that one need not always feel spiritual to have new life in Christ, nevertheless, feelings and emotions do play a role in our salvation. Both Paul (Rom. 8:16) and John (1 John 3:24) inform us we can experience that inner witness of the Holy Spirit to our spirit. What does this mean? It means we can enjoy the quiet confidence given by the Spirit that we have indeed passed from death unto life. It means we can now approach the mighty Creator of the vast universe and refer to Him as “Abba, Father” (Rom. 8:15). “Abba” is a very personal and intimate term for one’s father. Prior to Pentecost only Christ had used the title for God (Mark 14:36). It is almost akin to our modern title “daddy,” or “papa.” It not only means we can approach the throne of grace with a holy boldness (Heb. 4:16), but we can also experience the blessing of knowing that the Father will hear and answer our prayers (1 John 3:22).

The apostle Paul experiences this witness during a crisis in his life while preaching in Corinth. See Acts 18:9, 10.

Now turn to 1 Cor. 6:11: Changed Life.




12:9 Demons: Fallen Angels—The Bible makes occasional references to the vast number of angels God created (Matt. 26:53; Heb. 12:22; Rev. 5:11). At some point in the indeterminate past, a chief angel Lucifer led perhaps a third of the angels in rebellion against God (Is. 14:12; Rev. 12:3, 4, 9). These fallen angels who have been expelled from heaven to the realms of earth (Rev. 12:9) and the air (Eph. 2:2) are usually equated with the demons of the Gospels and Epistles. Some fallen angels engage in conflict with good angels (Dan. 10:12, 13; Jude 9). Certain fallen angels are identified as guilty of especially terrible evil and as the objects of special present punishment (2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6).

Now turn to Matt. 12:24: Demons: Relation to Satan.




Concordance

The Concordance includes proper names and significant topics, defined by phrases and scripture references. Occasionally, a keyword applies to more than one Bible person, place, or topic. This is the case with “Abijah,” for whom the Concordance lists four different persons by that name. The second, third, and following occurrences are distinguished by the dash (“—”).




A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

K

L

M

N

O

P

Q

R

S

T

U

V

W

Y

Z




A

AARON

ABADDON

ABASED

ABBA

ABED-NEGO

ABEL

ABHOR

ABHORRED

ABHORRENCE

ABHORRENT

ABIATHAR

ABIDE

ABIDES

ABIDING

ABIGAIL

ABIHU

ABIJAH

ABIJAM (or Abijah)

ABILITY

ABIMELECH

ABINADAB

ABIRAM

ABISHAG

ABISHAI

ABLE

ABNER

ABODE

ABOLISHED

ABOMINABLE

ABOMINATION

ABOMINATIONS

ABOUND

ABOUNDED

ABOUNDING

ABOVE

ABRAHAM

ABRAM

See ABRAHAM

ABSALOM

ABSENT

ABSTAIN

ABUNDANCE

ABUNDANT

ABUNDANTLY

ACACIA GROVE

ACCEPT

ACCEPTABLE

ACCEPTABLY

ACCEPTED

ACCESS

ACCOMPLISHED

ACCORD

ACCOUNT

ACCOUNTED

ACCURSED

ACCUSATION

ACCUSE

ACCUSED

ACCUSER

ACCUSING

ACHAIA

ACHAN (or Achar)

ACHISH

ACHOR, VALLEY OF

ACHSAH

ACKNOWLEDGE

ACKNOWLEDGED

ACKNOWLEDGES

ACQUAINT

ACQUAINTANCES

ACQUAINTED

ACQUIT

ACT

ACTIONS

ACTS

ADAM

ADD

ADDED

ADMINISTERS

ADMONISH

ADMONISHED

ADMONISHING

ADMONITION

ADONIJAH

ADONIRAM (or Adoram)

ADOPTION

ADORN

ADORNED

ADRIFT

ADULTERER

ADULTERERS

ADULTERIES

ADULTEROUS

ADULTERY

ADVANTAGE

ADVERSARIES

ADVERSARY

ADVERSITIES

ADVERSITY

ADVICE

ADVOCATE

AFAR

AFFAIRS

AFFECTION

AFFECTIONATE

AFFIRM

AFFLICT

AFFLICTED

AFFLICTING

AFFLICTION

AFRAID

AFTERWARD

AGAG

AGAIN

AGAINST

AGE

AGED

AGES

AGONY

AGREE

AGREED

AGREEMENT

AHAB

AHASUERUS

AHAZ

AHAZIAH

AHIJAH

AHIKAM

AHIMAAZ

AHIMELECH

AHINOAM

AHITHOPHEL

AI

AIDE

AIJALON

AIR

AKEL DAMA

ALARM

ALEXANDER

ALEXANDRIA

ALIEN

ALIENATED

ALIENS

ALIKE

ALIVE

ALL

ALLELUIA

ALLOW

ALLOWED

ALLURE

ALMOND

ALMOST

ALMS

ALOES

ALPHA

ALTAR

ALTARS

ALTERED

ALWAYS

AM

AMALEK

AMALEKITES

AMASA

AMAZED

AMAZIAH

AMBASSADOR

AMBASSADORS

AMBITION

AMEN

AMEND

AMMON

AMMONITES

AMNON

AMON

AMORITES

AMOS

AMRAM

ANAKIM

ANANIAS

ANATHOTH

ANCHOR

ANCIENT

ANDREW

ANGEL

ANGELS

ANGER

ANGRY

ANGUISH

ANIMAL

ANIMALS

ANISE

ANNA

ANNAS

ANNUL

ANNULLING

ANNULS

ANOINT

ANOINTED

ANOINTING

ANOTHER

ANSWER

ANSWERS

ANT

ANTICHRIST

ANTIOCH

ANTITYPE

ANXIETIES

ANXIETY

ANXIOUS

APART

APOLLOS

APOLLYON

APOSTLE

APOSTLES

APOSTLESHIP

APPAREL

APPEAL

APPEAR

APPEARANCE

APPEARED

APPEARING

APPEARS

APPETITE

APPLE

APPLES

APPLIED

APPOINT

APPOINTED

APPROACH

APPROACHING

APPROVE

APPROVED

AQUILA

AR

ARABIA

ARARAT

ARAUNAH (or Ornan)

ARBITRATOR

ARCHANGEL

ARCHELAUS

AREOPAGUS

ARGUMENTS

ARIEL

ARISE

ARISTARCHUS

ARK

ARM

ARMAGEDDON

See MEGIDDO

ARMED

ARMIES

ARMOR

ARMS

ARMY

ARNON

AROMA

AROUSED

ARPHAXAD

ARRAYED

ARREST

ARROGANCE

ARROGANT

ARROW

ARROWS

ARTAXERXES

ARTEMIS

ASA

ASAHEL

ASAPH

ASCEND

ASCENDED

ASCENDING

ASCRIBE

ASENATH

ASHAMED

ASHDOD

ASHER

ASHERAH

ASHES

ASHKELON

ASHTAROTH

ASHTORETH

ASIA

ASIDE

ASK

ASKS

ASLEEP

ASSEMBLED

ASSEMBLING

ASSEMBLY

ASSHUR

ASSURANCE

ASSURE

ASSURED

ASSYRIA (or Asshur)

ASTONISHED

ASTONISHMENT

ASTRAY

ATHALIAH

ATHENS

ATONEMENT

ATTAIN

ATTEND

ATTENTION

ATTENTIVE

ATTESTED

AUSTERE

AUTHOR

AUTHORITIES

AUTHORITY

AUTUMN

AVAILS

AVEN

AVENGE

AVENGER

AVENGES

AWAKE

AWAY

AWE

AWESOME

AWL

AX

AZARIAH

AZEKAH




B

BAAL (or Baals)

BAAL PEOR (or Baal of Peor)

BAAL PERAZIM

BAAL-ZEBUB

BAALAH

BAALS

BAANAH

BAASHA

BABBLER

BABBLINGS

BABE

BABEL, TOWER OF

BABES

BABYLON

BACK

BACKBITERS

BACKBITING

BACKSLIDER

BACKSLIDINGS

BACKWARD

BAD

BAG

BAKE

BAKED

BAKER

BAKERS

BAKES

BALAAM

BALAK

BALANCE

BALANCES

BALD

BALDHEAD

BALM

BAND

BANDAGED

BANKERS

BANNERS

BANQUET

BANQUETING

BANQUETS

BAPTISM

BAPTISMS

BAPTIZE

BAPTIZED

BAPTIZING

BAR-JESUS (or Elymas)

BAR-JONAH

BARABBAS

BARAK

BARBARIAN

BARE

BARLEY

BARN

BARNABAS

BARNS

BARREN

BARRENNESS

BARS

BARSABAS

BARTHOLOMEW

BARTIMAEUS

BARUCH

BARZILLAI

BASE

BASHAN

BASIN

BASKET

BASKETS

BATHED

BATHSHEBA

BATS

BATTLE

BEAR

BEARD

BEARING

BEARS

BEAST

BEASTS

BEAT

BEATEN

BEAUTIFUL

BEAUTIFY

BEAUTY

BECAME

BED

BEDS

BEE

BEELZEBUB

BEER LAHAI ROI

BEERSHEBA

BEFOREHAND

BEG

BEGAN

BEGETS

BEGGAR

BEGGARLY

BEGINNING

BEGOTTEN

BEGUILING

BEGUN

BEHALF

BEHAVE

BEHAVED

BEHAVIOR

BEHEADED

BEHEMOTH

BEHOLD

BEHOLDING

BEING

BEL

BELIEF

BELIEVE

BELIEVED

BELIEVERS

BELIEVES

BELIEVING

BELLY

BELONG

BELOVED

BELSHAZZAR

BELT

BELTESHAZZAR

BEMOAN

BEN-AMMI

BEN-HADAD

BEN-ONI

BENAIAH

BEND

BENEATH

BENEFACTORS

BENEFIT

BENJAMIN

BENT

BEREA

BEREAVE

BERNICE

BERODACH-BALADAN

See MERODACH-BALADAN

BESEECH

BESIDE

BEST

BESTOW

BESTOWED

BETH HORON

BETH PEOR

BETH SHAN (or Beth Shean)

BETH SHEMESH

BETHABARA

BETHANY

BETHEL

BETHESDA

BETHLEHEM

BETHPHAGE

BETHSAIDA

BETRAY

BETRAYED

BETRAYER

BETRAYING

BETRAYS

BETROTH

BETROTHED

BETTER

BEULAH

BEWARE

BEWITCHED

BEYOND

BEZALEL

BILDAD

BILHAH

BILLOWS

BIND

BIRD

BIRDS

BIRTH

BIRTHDAY

BIRTHRIGHT

BISHOP

BIT

BITE

BITHYNIA

BITS

BITTER

BITTERLY

BITTERNESS

BLACK

BLACKNESS

BLACKSMITH

BLADE

BLAME

BLAMELESS

BLAMELESSLY

BLASPHEME

BLASPHEMED

BLASPHEMER

BLASPHEMERS

BLASPHEMES

BLASPHEMIES

BLASPHEMY

BLAST

BLASTED

BLEATING

BLEMISH

BLEMISHED

BLESS

BLESSED

BLESSING

BLESSINGS

BLIGHT

BLIND

BLINDED

BLINDS

BLOOD

BLOODSHED

BLOODTHIRSTY

BLOSSOM

BLOT

BLOTTED

BLOW

BLOWS

BOANERGES

BOAST

BOASTERS

BOASTFUL

BOASTING

BOASTS

BOAZ

BODIES

BODILY

BODY

BOILS

BOLD

BOLDLY

BOLDNESS

BOND

BONDAGE

BONDS

BONDSERVANTS

BONDWOMAN

BONE

BONES

BOOK

BOOKS

BOOTH

BORDERS

BORE

BORN

BORNE

BORROWER

BORROWS

BOSOM

BOTTLE

BOTTOMLESS

BOUGHS

BOUGHT

BOUND

BOUNDARY

BOUNTIFUL

BOUNTIFULLY

BOW

BOWED

BOWL

BOWLS

BOWS

BOX

BOYS

BOZRAH

BRAIDED

BRAMBLE

BRANCH

BRANCHES

BRASS

BRAVE

BREACHES

BREAD

BREADTH

BREAK

BREAKING

BREAKS

BREAST

BREASTPLATE

BREASTS

BREATH

BREATHE

BREATHED

BREATHES

BRETHREN

BRIBE

BRIBERY

BRIBES

BRICK

BRICKS

BRIDE

BRIDEGROOM

BRIDLE

BRIER

BRIERS

BRIGHTER

BRIGHTNESS

BRIMSTONE

BRING

BROAD

BROKE

BROKEN

BROKENHEARTED

BRONZE

BROOD

BROOK

BROOKS

BROTHER

BROTHERHOOD

BROTHERLY

BROTHER’S

BROTHERS

BROUGHT

BRUISE

BRUISED

BRUTAL

BUCKLER

BUD

BUFFET

BUILD

BUILDER

BUILDING

BUILDS

BUILT

BULL

BULLS

BULWARKS

BUNDLE

BURDEN

BURDENED

BURDENS

BURDENSOME

BURIAL

BURIED

BURN

BURNED

BURNING

BURNT

BURST

BURY

BUSH

BUSINESS

BUSYBODIES

BUTLER

BUTTER

BUY

BUYER

BUYS

BYGONE

BYWORD




C

CAESAR

CAESAREA

CAESAREA PHILIPPI

CAGE

CAIAPHAS

CAIN

CAKE

CAKES

CALAMITIES

CALAMITY

CALCULATED

CALDRON

CALEB

CALF

CALL

CALLED

CALLING

CALLS

CALM

CALMED

CALVARY

CALVES

CAMEL

CAMP

CAN

CANA

CANAAN

CANAANITES

CANCER

CANE

CANOPIES

CANOPY

CAPERNAUM

CAPPADOCIA

CAPSTONE

CAPTAIN

CAPTIVE

CAPTIVES

CAPTIVITY

CARCASS

CARE

CARED

CAREFULLY

CARELESS

CARES

CARMEL

CARNAL

CARNALLY

CAROUSE

CAROUSING

CARPENTER

CARRIED

CARRY

CARRYING

CASE

CASSIA

CAST

CASTING

CASTS

CATCH

CATCHES

CATERPILLAR

CATTLE

CAUGHT

CAUSE

CAVES

CEASE

CEASED

CEASES

CEASING

CEDAR

CEDARS

CELESTIAL

CENCHREA

CENSER

CEPHAS

CERTAINTY

CERTIFICATE

CERTIFIED

CHAFF

CHAIN

CHAINED

CHAINS

CHALDEA

CHALDEANS

CHAMBERS

CHAMPION

CHANGE

CHANGED

CHANGES

CHANNELS

CHARACTER

CHARGED

CHARIOT

CHARIOTS

CHARITABLE

CHARM

CHARMERS

CHARMS

CHASE

CHASTE

CHASTEN

CHASTENED

CHASTENING

CHASTENS

CHASTISE

CHASTISEMENT

CHATTER

CHEAT

CHEATED

CHEBAR

CHEDORLAOMER

CHEEK

CHEEKBONE

CHEEKS

CHEER

CHEERFUL

CHEERFULNESS

CHEESE

CHEMOSH

CHERISHES

CHERUB

CHERUBIM

CHIEF

CHILD

CHILDBEARING

CHILDBIRTH

CHILDHOOD

CHILDLESS

CHILDREN

CHILION

CHINNERETH (or Chinneroth)

CHOICE

CHOOSE

CHOOSES

CHOSE

CHOSEN

CHRIST

CHRISTIAN

CHRISTIANS

CHRISTS

CHURCH

CHURCHES

CHURNING

CHURNS

CILICIA

CIRCLE

CIRCUIT

CIRCUMCISE

CIRCUMCISED

CIRCUMCISION

CIRCUMSPECTLY

CISTERN

CITIES

CITIZEN

CITIZENS

CITIZENSHIP

CITY

CLAP

CLAUDIUS LYSIAS

CLAY

CLEAN

CLEANSE

CLEANSED

CLEANSES

CLEAR

CLEFTS

CLERK

CLIFF

CLIMB

CLIMBS

CLING

CLINGS

CLOAK

CLOSE

CLOSED

CLOTH

CLOTHE

CLOTHED

CLOTHES

CLOTHING

CLOTHS

CLOUD

CLOUDS

CLOUDY

CLOVEN

CLUSTER

COAL

COALS

COBRA

COBRA’S

COFFIN

COIN

COLD

COLLECTED

COLLECTION

COLOSSE

COLT

COME

COMELINESS

COMES

COMFORT

COMFORTED

COMFORTER

COMFORTS

COMING

COMMAND

COMMANDED

COMMANDMENT

COMMANDMENTS

COMMANDS

COMMEND

COMMENDABLE

COMMENDED

COMMENDING

COMMENDS

COMMIT

COMMITS

COMMITTED

COMMON

COMMOTION

COMMUNED

COMMUNION

COMPANION

COMPANIONS

COMPANY

COMPARE

COMPARED

COMPASSION

COMPASSIONATE

COMPASSIONS

COMPEL

COMPELLED

COMPELS

COMPLACENCY

COMPLAIN

COMPLAINED

COMPLAINERS

COMPLAINING

COMPLAINT

COMPLAINTS

COMPLETE

COMPLETELY

COMPOSED

COMPREHEND

CONCEAL

CONCEALED

CONCEIT

CONCEITED

CONCEIVE

CONCEIVED

CONCERN

CONCERNED

CONCESSION

CONCILIATION

CONCLUSION

CONDEMN

CONDEMNATION

CONDEMNED

CONDEMNS

CONDUCT

CONFESS

CONFESSED

CONFESSES

CONFESSION

CONFIDENCE

CONFINED

CONFIRM

CONFIRMED

CONFIRMING

CONFLICT

CONFLICTS

CONFORMED

CONFOUNDED

CONFUSE

CONFUSED

CONFUSION

CONGREGATION

CONIAH

CONQUER

CONQUERORS

CONSCIENCE

CONSECRATE

CONSECRATED

CONSENT

CONSENTED

CONSENTING

CONSIDER

CONSIDERS

CONSIST

CONSOLATION

CONSOLATIONS

CONSOLE

CONSPIRE

CONSTANT

CONSULT

CONSULTED

CONSUME

CONSUMED

CONSUMING

CONSUMMATION

CONSUMPTION

CONTAIN

CONTEMPT

CONTEMPTIBLE

CONTEND

CONTENDED

CONTENT

CONTENTION

CONTENTIONS

CONTENTIOUS

CONTENTMENT

CONTINUAL

CONTINUALLY

CONTINUE

CONTINUED

CONTINUES

CONTRADICTIONS

CONTRARY

CONTRIBUTION

CONTRITE

CONTROVERSY

CONVERSION

CONVERTED

CONVEYED

CONVICT

CONVICTS

CONVINCED

COOKED

COOL

COPIES

COPPER

COPPERSMITH

COPY

CORD

CORDS

CORINTH

CORNELIUS

CORNER

CORNERSTONE

CORPSE

CORRECT

CORRECTED

CORRECTION

CORRECTS

CORRODED

CORRUPT

CORRUPTED

CORRUPTIBLE

CORRUPTION

COST

COULD

COUNCILS

COUNSEL

COUNSELOR

COUNSELORS

COUNT

COUNTED

COUNTENANCE

COUNTRY

COUNTRYMEN

COURAGE

COURSE

COURT

COURTEOUS

COURTS

COVENANT

COVENANTED

COVENANTS

COVER

COVERED

COVERING

COVERINGS

COVET

COVETED

COVETOUS

COVETOUSNESS

COWARDLY

CRAFTINESS

CRAFTSMAN

CRAFTY

CRANE

CRAVES

CREAM

CREATE

CREATED

CREATION

CREATOR

CREATURE

CREATURES

CREDIT

CREDITOR

CREEP

CREEPING

CREPT

CRETE

CRIED

CRIES

CRIMES

CRIMINALS

CRISPUS

CROOKED

CROSS

CROWD

CROWN

CROWNED

CROWNS

CRUCIFIED

CRUCIFY

CRUEL

CRUELTY

CRUSH

CRUSHED

CRUST

CRY

CRYING

CRYSTAL

CUBIT

CUCUMBERS

CUNNING

CUP

CURE

CURES

CURSE

CURSED

CURSES

CURSINGS

CURTAIN

CUSH

CUSTOM

CUT

CYMBAL

CYPRUS

CYRENE

CYRUS




D

DAGON

DAILY

DALMATIA

DAMASCUS

DAN

DANCE

DANCED

DANCING

DANIEL

DARE

DARIUS

DARK

DARKENED

DARKNESS

DARTS

DASH

DASHED

DATHAN

DAUGHTER

DAUGHTERS

DAVID

DAY

DAYS

DAYSPRING

DEACONS

DEAD

DEAD SEA

DEADLY

DEADNESS

DEAF

DEAL

DEATH

DEBIR

DEBORAH

DEBTOR

DEBTORS

DECEIT

DECEITFUL

DECEITFULLY

DECEITFULNESS

DECEIVE

DECEIVED

DECEIVER

DECEIVES

DECENTLY

DECEPTION

DECEPTIVE

DECISION

DECLARE

DECLARED

DECREE

DEDICATED

DEDICATION

DEED

DEEDS

DEEP

DEEPER

DEEPLY

DEER

DEFEATED

DEFECT

DEFEND

DEFENDER

DEFENSE

DEFILE

DEFILED

DEFILES

DEFRAUD

DEGENERATE

DEGREES

DELICACIES

DELICATE

DELIGHT

DELIGHTED

DELIGHTS

DELILAH

DELIVER

DELIVERANCE

DELIVERED

DELIVERER

DELIVERERS

DELIVERS

DELUSION

DEMAS

DEMETRIUS

DEMON

DEMONIC

DEMONS

DEMONSTRATE

DEMONSTRATES

DEN

DENARIUS

DENIED

DENIES

DENS

DENY

DENYING

DEPART

DEPARTED

DEPARTING

DEPARTURE

DEPRESSION

DEPRIVE

DEPTH

DEPTHS

DERANGED

DERBE

DERISION

DESCEND

DESCENDANTS

DESCENDED

DESCENDING

DESERT

DESERTED

DESERTS

DESERVE

DESIGN

DESIRABLE

DESIRE

DESIRED

DESIRES

DESOLATE

DESOLATION

DESOLATIONS

DESPAIRED

DESPERATELY

DESPISE

DESPISED

DESPISES

DESPISING

DESTINY

DESTITUTE

DESTROY

DESTROYED

DESTROYER

DESTRUCTION

DESTRUCTIVE

DETERMINED

DETESTABLE

DEVICE

DEVICES

DEVIL

DEVIOUS

DEVISE

DEVISES

DEVOID

DEVOTED

DEVOUR

DEVOURED

DEVOURER

DEVOURING

DEVOUT

DEW

DIADEM

DIADEMS

DIAMOND

DIBON

DICTATES

DIE

DIED

DIES

DIFFERS

DIFFUSED

DILIGENCE

DILIGENT

DILIGENTLY

DIM

DIMLY

DINAH

DINE

DINNER

DIOTREPHES

DIP

DIPPED

DIRECT

DIRT

DISAPPEARS

DISARMED

DISARMS

DISASTER

DISCERN

DISCERNED

DISCERNER

DISCERNMENT

DISCERNS

DISCIPLE

DISCIPLES

DISCIPLINE

DISCIPLINES

DISCLOSE

DISCORD

DISCOURAGED

DISCRETION

DISFIGURE

DISGUISES

DISHONOR

DISHONORED

DISHONORS

DISOBEDIENCE

DISOBEDIENT

DISORDERLY

DISPENSATION

DISPERSE

DISPERSION

DISPLEASE

DISPLEASED

DISPUTE

DISPUTER

DISPUTES

DISQUALIFIED

DISQUIETED

DISSENSION

DISSENSIONS

DISSIPATION

DISSOLVED

DISTINCTION

DISTRESS

DISTRESSED

DISTRESSES

DISTRIBUTE

DISTRIBUTED

DISTRIBUTING

DITCH

DIVERSITIES

DIVIDE

DIVIDED

DIVIDES

DIVIDING

DIVINATION

DIVINE

DIVINERS

DIVISION

DIVISIONS

DIVISIVE

DIVORCE

DO

DOCTRINE

DOCTRINES

DOEG

DOERS

DOG

DOGS

DOMINION

DONKEY

DONKEY’S

DONKEYS

DOOM

DOOR

DOORKEEPER

DOORPOSTS

DOORS

DORCAS

DOUBLE

DOUBLE-MINDED

DOUBT

DOUBTING

DOUBTS

DOVE

DOVES

DOWNCAST

DRAGNET

DRAGON

DRAIN

DRAINED

DRANK

DRAW

DRAWN

DRAWS

DREAD

DREADFUL

DREAM

DREAMERS

DREAMS

DREGS

DRIED

DRIFT

DRINK

DRINKS

DRIPPING

DRIVE

DRIVEN

DROP

DROSS

DROUGHT

DROVE

DROWN

DROWSINESS

DRUNK

DRUNKARD

DRUNKEN

DRUNKENNESS

DRY

DUE

DULL

DUMB

DUNGHILL

DUST

DUTY

DWELL

DWELLER

DWELLING

DWELLS

DWELT

DYING




E

EAGLE

EAGLES

EAR

EARLY

EARNEST

EARNESTLY

EARS

EARTH

EARTHLY

EARTHQUAKE

EARTHQUAKES

EASE

EASIER

EAST

EAT

EATEN

EATS

EBAL

EBENEZER

EBER

EDEN

EDIFICATION

EDIFIES

EDIFY

EDIFYING

EDOM

EDOMITES

EFFECTIVELY

EGG

EGYPT

EHUD

EIGHT

EKRON

ELAH

ELAMITES

ELATH

EL BETHEL

ELDER

ELDERS

ELDERSHIP

ELEAZAR

ELECT

ELECTION

ELEMENTS

ELEVEN

ELI

ELIAB

ELIAKIM

ELIASHIB

ELIHU

ELIJAH

ELIMELECH

ELIPHAZ

ELISHA

ELIZABETH

ELIZAPHAN

ELKANAH

ELNATHAN

ELOQUENT

ELYMAS

EMBALM

EMBANKMENT

EMERALDS

EMMAUS

EMPTY

EMPTY-HEADED

EN GEDI

EN HAKKORE

EN ROGEL

ENABLED

ENCHANTER

ENCOURAGED

END

ENDEAVORING

ENDLESS

ENDS

ENDURANCE

ENDURE

ENDURED

ENDURES

ENDURING

ENEMIES

ENEMY

ENGRAVE

ENJOY

ENJOYMENT

ENLARGES

ENLIGHTEN

ENLIGHTENED

ENMITY

ENOCH

ENOUGH

ENRAGED

ENRAPTURED

ENRICHED

ENSNARED

ENSNARES

ENTANGLE

ENTANGLES

ENTER

ENTERED

ENTERS

ENTHRONED

ENTICED

ENTICING

ENTIRELY

ENTRANCE

ENTREAT

ENTREATED

ENVIOUS

ENVY

EPAPHRAS

EPAPHRODITUS

EPHESUS

EPHRAIM

EPHRATHAH

EPHRON

EPICUREANS

EPISTLE

EPISTLES

EQUAL

EQUALITY

EQUITY

ER

ERASTUS

ERR

ERROR

ERRORS

ESARHADDON

ESAU

ESCAPE

ESCAPED

ESHCOL

ESTABLISH

ESTABLISHED

ESTABLISHES

ESTEEM

ESTEEMED

ESTEEMS

ESTHER

ESTRANGED

ETAM

ETERNAL

ETERNITY

ETHIOPIA

See CUSH

ETHIOPIANS

EUNICE

EUNUCH

EUNUCHS

EUPHRATES

EUTYCHUS

EVANGELIST

EVANGELISTS

EVEN

EVENING

EVERLASTING

EVERYONE

EVIDENCE

EVIDENT

EVIL

EVIL-MERODACH

EVIL-MINDEDNESS

EVILDOER

EVILDOERS

EVILS

EXALT

EXALTATION

EXALTED

EXALTS

EXAMINE

EXAMPLE

EXAMPLES

EXCEEDING

EXCEEDINGLY

EXCEEDS

EXCEL

EXCELLENCE

EXCELLENT

EXCELS

EXCHANGE

EXCHANGED

EXCLUDE

EXCUSE

EXCUSES

EXECUTE

EXECUTES

EXERCISE

EXERCISED

EXHORT

EXHORTATION

EXHORTED

EXILE

EXIST

EXPECT

EXPECTATION

EXPERT

EXPLAIN

EXPLAINED

EXPLOIT

EXPOSED

EXPOUNDED

EXPRESS

EXPRESSLY

EXTEND

EXTINGUISHED

EXTOL

EXTOLLED

EXTORTION

EXTORTIONERS

EXULT

EYE

EYELIDS

EYES

EYESERVICE

EYEWITNESSES

EZEKIEL

EZION GEBER

See ELATH

EZRA




F

FABLES

FACE

FACES

FACTIONS

FADE

FADES

FAIL

FAILED

FAILING

FAILS

FAINT

FAINTED

FAINTHEARTED

FAINTS

FAIR

FAIR-MINDED

FAIRER

FAIREST

FAITH

FAITHFUL

FAITHFULNESS

FAITHLESS

FALL

FALLEN

FALLING

FALLS

FALSE

FALSEHOOD

FALSELY

FAME

FAMILIES

FAMILY

FAMINE

FAMINES

FAMISH

FAMISHED

FAMOUS

FAN

FANCIES

FAR

FARMER

FASHIONED

FASHIONS

FAST

FASTED

FASTENED

FASTING

FASTINGS

FAT

FATHER

FATHER’S

FATHERLESS

FATHERS

FATLING

FATNESS

FATTED

FATTENED

FAULT

FAULTLESS

FAULTS

FAVOR

FAVORABLE

FAVORED

FAVORITISM

FEAR

FEARED

FEARFUL

FEARFUL-HEARTED

FEARFULLY

FEARFULNESS

FEARING

FEARS

FEAST

FEASTING

FEASTS

FED

FEEBLE

FEED

FEEDS

FEET

FELIX

FELLOW

FELLOWSHIP

FENCE

FENCED

FERTILIZE

FERVENT

FERVENTLY

FESTIVAL

FESTUS

FETCH

FETTERS

FEVER

FEW

FIDELITY

FIELD

FIELD OF BLOOD

FIELDS

FIERCENESS

FIERY

FIG

FIGHT

FIGHTS

FIGS

FIGURATIVELY

FIGURE

FILL

FILLED

FILTH

FILTHINESS

FILTHY

FIND

FINDING

FINDS

FINE

FINGER

FINGERS

FINISH

FINISHED

FIRE

FIREBRAND

FIREBRANDS

FIRM

FIRMAMENT

FIRST

FIRSTBORN

FIRSTFRUIT

FIRSTFRUITS

FISH

FISHERMEN

FISHERS

FIT

FITTING

FIVE

FIXED

FLAME

FLAMES

FLAMING

FLATTER

FLATTERED

FLATTERING

FLATTERS

FLATTERY

FLAVOR

FLAVORLESS

FLAX

FLED

FLEE

FLESH

FLESHLY

FLIES

FLIGHT

FLINT

FLINTY

FLOAT

FLOCK

FLOCKS

FLOOD

FLOODS

FLOURISH

FLOURISHED

FLOURISHES

FLOW

FLOWER

FLOWERS

FLOWING

FLUTE

FLUTES

FLUTISTS

FLY

FOE

FOES

FOLD

FOLDING

FOLLOW

FOLLOWED

FOLLOWS

FOLLY

FOOD

FOODS

FOOL

FOOLISH

FOOLISHLY

FOOLISHNESS

FOOLS

FOOT

FOOTMEN

FOOTSTEPS

FOOTSTOOL

FORBID

FORBIDDING

FORCE

FORCEFUL

FORCES

FOREFATHERS

FOREHEADS

FOREIGNER

FOREIGNERS

FOREKNEW

FOREKNOWLEDGE

FOREORDAINED

FORERUNNER

FORESAW

FORESEEING

FORESEES

FOREST

FORESTS

FORETOLD

FOREVER

FOREVERMORE

FOREWARNED

FORGAVE

FORGED

FORGERS

FORGET

FORGETFULNESS

FORGETS

FORGETTING

FORGIVE

FORGIVEN

FORGIVENESS

FORGIVES

FORGIVING

FORGOT

FORGOTTEN

FORM

FORMED

FORMER

FORMS

FORNICATION

FORNICATOR

FORNICATORS

FORSAKE

FORSAKEN

FORSAKING

FORSOOK

FORTRESS

FOUL

FOUND

FOUNDATION

FOUNDATIONS

FOUNDED

FOUNTAIN

FOUNTAINS

FOX

FOXES

FRAGMENTS

FRAGRANCE

FRAIL

FRAME

FRAMED

FREE

FREED

FREEDMAN

FREELY

FREEWOMAN

FRESH

FRETS

FRIEND

FRIENDS

FROGS

FRONTLETS

FROZEN

FRUIT

FRUITFUL

FRUITS

FUEL

FULFILL

FULFILLED

FULFILLMENT

FULL

FULL-GROWN

FULLNESS

FUNCTION

FURIOUS

FURIOUSLY

FURNACE

FURNISHED

FURY

FUTILE

FUTILITY

FUTURE




G

GAAL

GAASH

GABBATHA

GABRIEL

GAD

GADARENES (or Gergesenes)

GAIN

GAINED

GAINS

GAIUS

GALATIA

GALILEANS

GALILEE

GALILEE, SEA OF

GALL

GALLIO

GAMALIEL

GAP

GARDEN

GARDENER

GARDENS

GARLANDS

GARMENT

GARMENTS

GARRISON

GATE

GATES

GATH

GATHER

GATHERED

GATHERING

GATHERS

GAVE

GAZA

GAZED

GAZING

GEDALIAH

GEHAZI

GENEALOGIES

GENEALOGY

GENERATION

GENERATIONS

GENEROUS

GENTILES

GENTLE

GENTLENESS

GERAR

GERIZIM

See MOUNT GERIZIM

GERSHOM (or Gershon)

GESHUR

GETHSEMANE

GEZER

GHOST

GIBEAH

GIBEON

GIBEONITES

GIDEON

GIFT

GIFTED

GIFTS

GIHON

GILBOA

GILEAD

GILGAL

GIRD

GIRDED

GIRGASHITES

GITTITES

GIVE

GIVEN

GIVES

GLAD

GLADNESS

GLASS

GLORIFIED

GLORIFY

GLORIOUS

GLORY

GLORYING

GLUTTON

GLUTTONS

GNASHING

GO

GOADS

GOAL

GOATS

GOD

GODDESS

GODHEAD

GODLINESS

GODLY

GODS

GOG

GOLD

GOLGOTHA

GOLIATH

GOMER

GOMORRAH

GONE

GOOD

GOODNESS

GOODS

GOSHEN

GOSPEL

GOSSIPS

GOVERNMENT

GRACE

GRACIOUS

GRAFTED

GRAIN

GRANT

GRAPES

GRASPING

GRASS

GRASSHOPPERS

GRAVE

GRAVES

GRAY

GREAT

GREATER

GREATEST

GREATNESS

GREECE

GREED

GREEDINESS

GREEDY

GREEK

GREEKS

GREEN

GREET

GREETED

GREW

GRIEF

GRIEVE

GRIEVED

GRINDING

GROAN

GROANING

GROANINGS

GROPE

GROUND

GROUNDED

GROW

GRUDGINGLY

GRUMBLERS

GUARANTEE

GUARD

GUARDIANS

GUARDS

GUIDANCE

GUIDE

GUIDES

GUILT

GUILTLESS

GUILTY

GULF




H

HABAKKUK

HABITATION

HADASSAH

HADES

HAGAR

HAGGAI

HAGGITH

HAIL

HAILSTONES

HAIR

HAIRS

HAIRY

HAKKOZ

HALLOW

HALLOWED

HAM

HAMAN

HAMATH

HAMMER

HAMOR

HANANI

HANANIAH

HAND

HANDIWORK

HANDLE

HANDLED

HANDS

HANDWRITING

HANGED

HANGS

HANNAH

HANUN

HAPPEN

HAPPINESS

HAPPY

HARAN

HARASS

HARD

HARDEN

HARDENED

HARDENS

HARDSHIP

HARLOT

HARLOTRIES

HARLOTRY

HARLOTS

HARM

HARMLESS

HARMONIOUS

HARP

HARPS

HARSH

HARVEST

HASTE

HASTEN

HASTENING

HASTENS

HASTILY

HASTY

HATE

HATED

HATEFUL

HATERS

HATES

HAUGHTY

HAUNTS

HAVEN

HAVOC

HAZAEL

HAZEROTH

HAZOR

HEAD

HEADS

HEAL

HEALED

HEALING

HEALINGS

HEALS

HEALTH

HEAP

HEAPS

HEAR

HEARD

HEARER

HEARERS

HEARING

HEARS

HEART

HEARTILY

HEARTS

HEATHEN

HEAVEN

HEAVENLY

HEAVENS

HEAVINESS

HEAVY

HEBREW

HEBRON

HEDGE

HEDGED

HEED

HEEDS

HEEL

HEIGHT

HEIR

HEIRS

HELL

HELLENISTS

HELMET

HELP

HELPED

HELPER

HELPFUL

HELPS

HEM

HEMAN

HERE

HERESIES

HERITAGE

HERMES

HERMON

HEROD

HERODIANS

HERODIAS

HESHBON

HETH

HEWN

HEZEKIAH

HID

HIDDEKEL

HIDDEN

HIDE

HIDES

HIDING

HIEL

HIGH

HIGHER

HIGHWAY

HIGHWAYS

HILKIAH

HILL

HILLS

HINDER

HINDERED

HINNOM, VALLEY OF THE SON OF

See TOPHET

HIP

HIRAM

HIRE

HIRED

HIRELING

HITTITES

HIVITES

HOLD

HOLES

HOLIER

HOLIEST

HOLINESS

HOLY

HOME

HOMELESS

HOMEMAKERS

HONEST

HONEY

HONEYCOMB

HONOR

HONORABLE

HONORABLY

HONORS

HOOKS

HOPE

HOPED

HOPHNI

HOR

HOREB

See SINAI

HORITES

HORN

HORRIBLE

HORROR

HORSE

HORSES

HOSANNA

HOSEA

HOSHEA

HOSPITABLE

HOST

HOSTILITY

HOSTS

HOT

HOUND

HOUR

HOURS

HOUSE

HOUSEHOLD

HOUSEHOLDER

HOUSES

HOVERING

HOW

HULDAH

HUMAN

HUMBLE

HUMBLED

HUMBLES

HUMILIATION

HUMILITY

HUNGER

HUNGRY

HUNT

HUNTER

HUR

HURAM

HURT

HUSBAND

HUSBANDS

HUSHAI

HYMENAEUS

HYMN

HYMNS

HYPOCRISY

HYPOCRITE

HYPOCRITES

HYSSOP




I

IBZAN

ICE

ICHABOD

ICONIUM

IDDO

IDLE

IDOL

IDOLATER

IDOLATERS

IDOLATRIES

IDOLATRY

IDOLS

IDUMEA

IGNORANCE

IGNORANT

IGNORANTLY

ILLEGITIMATE

ILLUMINATED

ILLYRICUM

IMAGE

IMAGINATION

IMITATE

IMMANUEL

IMMEDIATELY

IMMORAL

IMMORALITY

IMMORTAL

IMMORTALITY

IMMOVABLE

IMMUTABLE

IMPART

IMPENITENT

IMPLANTED

IMPOSSIBLE

IMPOSTORS

IMPRISONMENT

IMPRISONMENTS

IMPULSIVE

IMPURITY

IMPUTE

IMPUTED

IMPUTES

INCENSE

INCLINE

INCORRUPTIBLE

INCORRUPTION

INCREASE

INCREASED

INCREASES

INCREDIBLE

INCURABLE

INDEBTED

INDEED

INDIA

INDICATING

INDIGNANT

INDIGNATION

INDUCED

INDULGENCE

INEXCUSABLE

INEXPRESSIBLE

INFALLIBLE

INFANTS

INFERIOR

INFIRMITIES

INFLAMING

INHABIT

INHABITANT

INHABITANTS

INHABITED

INHERIT

INHERITANCE

INIQUITIES

INIQUITY

INJUSTICE

INK

INN

INNOCENCE

INNOCENT

INNUMERABLE

INQUIRED

INQUIRY

INSANE

INSCRIBED

INSPIRATION

INSTRUCT

INSTRUCTED

INSTRUCTION

INSTRUCTORS

INSTRUCTS

INSTRUMENT

INSTRUMENTS

INSUBORDINATE

INSUBORDINATION

INSULTED

INSULTS

INTEGRITY

INTERCEDE

INTERCESSION

INTERCESSOR

INTEREST

INTERPRET

INTERPRETATION

INTERPRETATIONS

INTRIGUE

INVISIBLE

INWARD

INWARDLY

IRON

ISAAC

ISAIAH

ISCARIOT, JUDAS

ISHBOSHETH

ISHMAEL

ISHMAELITES

ISRAEL

ISRAEL

ISRAELITES

ISSACHAR

ITALY

ITCHING

ITHAMAR

ITINERANT




J

JABBOK

JABESH GILEAD

JABEZ

JABIN

JACHIN

JACOB

JACOB’S WELL

JAEL

JAIR

JAIRUS

JAMES

JANNES AND JAMBRES

JAPHETH

JARED

JASHER

JASON

JAVAN

JEALOUS

JEALOUSY

JEBUS

JEBUSITES

JECONIAH

See JEHOIACHIN

JEDIDIAH

JEDUTHUN

JEGAR SAHADUTHA

JEHOAHAZ

JEHOASH

See JOASH

JEHOIACHIN

JEHOIADA

JEHOIAKIM

JEHORAM (or Joram)

JEHOSHAPHAT

JEHOZABAD

JEHU

JEHUDI

JEOPARDY

JEPHTHAH

JEREMIAH

JERICHO

JEROBOAM

JERUBBAAL

JERUSALEM

JESHUA (or Joshua)

JESHURUN

JESSE

JESTING

JESUS

JETHER

JETHRO

JEWELS

JEWS

JEZEBEL

JEZREEL

JOAB

JOANNA

JOASH (or Jehoash)

JOB

JOCHEBED

JOEL

JOHANAN

JOHN

JOIN

JOINED

JOINT

JOINTS

JONADAB (or Jehonadab)

JONAH

JONATHAN

JOPPA

JORAM

JORDAN RIVER

JOSEPH

JOSES

JOSHUA





See JESHUA

JOSIAH

JOT

JOTHAM

JOURNEY

JOY

JOYFUL

JOZACHAR

JUBAL

JUBILEE

JUDAH

JUDAISM

JUDAS

JUDE (or Judas)

JUDEA

JUDGE

JUDGES

JUDGMENT

JUDGMENTS

JULIUS

JUST

JUSTICE

JUSTIFICATION

JUSTIFIED

JUSTIFIER

JUSTIFIES

JUSTIFY

JUSTLY

JUSTUS




K

KADESH

KADESH BARNEA

KEEP

KEEPER

KEEPERS

KEEPS

KEILAH

KENITES

KEPT

KETURAH

KEY

KEYS

KIBROTH HATTAAVAH

KICK

KIDNAPPERS

KIDNAPS

KIDRON

KILL

KILLED

KILLS

KIND

KINDLED

KINDLY

KINDNESS

KING

KINGDOM

KINGDOMS

KINGS

KIRJATH ARBA

KIRJATH JEARIM

KISH

KISHON

KISS

KISSED

KNEE

KNEES

KNEW

KNIT

KNOCK

KNOW

KNOWLEDGE

KNOWN

KNOWS

KOHATH

KOHATHITES

KORAH




L

LABAN

LABOR

LABORED

LABORERS

LABORING

LABORS

LACHISH

LACK

LACKED

LACKING

LADDER

LADEN

LADIES

LADY

LAGGING

LAHAI ROI

LAID

LAISH

LAKE

LAMB

LAME

LAMECH

LAMENTATION

LAMP

LAMPS

LAMPSTAND

LAND

LANDMARK

LANGUAGE

LANGUAGES

LAODICEA

LAST

LATTER

LATTICE

LAUGH

LAUGHS

LAUGHTER

LAW

LAWFUL

LAWGIVER

LAWLESS

LAWLESSNESS

LAWYERS

LAY

LAZARUS

LAZINESS

LAZY

LEAD

LEADS

LEAF

LEAH

LEAN

LEANING

LEANNESS

LEAP

LEARN

LEARNED

LEARNING

LEAST

LEAVE

LEAVEN

LEAVES

LEBANON

LEBBAEUS

See JUDAS

LED

LEFT

LEGACY

LEGS

LEHI

LEMUEL

LEND

LENDER

LENDING

LENDS

LENGTH

LENGTHENS

LEOPARD

LEPERS

LET

LETTER

LETTERS

LEVI

LEVIATHAN

LEVITE

LEVITES

LEVITICAL

LEWDNESS

LIAR

LIARS

LIBERALITY

LIBERALLY

LIBERTY

LIBNAH

LIBYA

LIE

LIED

LIES

LIFE

LIFT

LIFTED

LIGHT

LIGHTEN

LIGHTLY

LIGHTNING

LIGHTNINGS

LIGHTS

LIKE

LIKE-MINDED

LIKENESS

LILY

LIMIT

LIMITED

LINE

LINEAGE

LINEN

LINGER

LION

LIONS

LIPS

LISTEN

LISTENS

LITTLE

LIVE

LIVED

LIVES

LIVING

LO-AMMI

LO-RUHAMAH

LOAD

LOATHE

LOATHSOME

LOAVES

LOCUST

LOCUSTS

LODGED

LOFTILY

LOFTY

LOINS

LONG

LONGSUFFERING

LOOK

LOOKED

LOOKING

LOOKS

LOOM

LOOSE

LOOSED

LORD

LORDS

LORDSHIP

LOSE

LOSES

LOSS

LOST

LOT

LOT

LOT’S WIFE

LOTS

LOUD

LOVE

LOVED

LOVELY

LOVER

LOVERS

LOVES

LOVESICK

LOVINGKINDNESS

LOW

LOWER

LOWEST

LOWLINESS

LOWLY

LOYAL

LUCIFER

LUKE

LUKEWARM

LUMP

LUST

LUSTS

LUTE

LUXURY

LYDDA

LYDIA

LYING

LYSIAS, CLAUDIUS

See CLAUDIUS LYSIAS

LYSTRA




M

MAACAH (or Maachah)

MACEDONIA

MACHIR

MACHPELAH

MAD

MADE

MADNESS

MAGDALENE

See MARY

MAGIC

MAGNIFICENCE

MAGNIFIED

MAGNIFIES

MAGNIFY

MAGOG

MAHANAIM

MAHER-SHALAL-HASH-BAZ

MAHLON

MAIDENS

MAIDSERVANT

MAIDSERVANTS

MAIMED

MAINTAIN

MAINTAINED

MAJESTY

MAKE

MAKER

MALACHI

MALCHISHUA

MALCHUS

MALICE

MALICIOUSNESS

MALIGN

MALTA

MAMRE

MAN

MANASSEH

MANGER

MANIFEST

MANIFESTATION

MANIFESTED

MANIFOLD

MANNA

MANNER

MANOAH

MANSIONS

MANTLE

MARA

MARAH

MARCHED

MARK

MARK (John)

MARKET

MARRED

MARRIAGE

MARRIED

MARROW

MARRY

MARRYING

MARTHA

MARTYR

MARTYRS

MARVEL

MARVELED

MARVELOUS

MARVELS

MARY

MASSAH AND MERIBAH

MASTER

MASTERS

MATTANIAH

MATTER

MATTERS

MATTHEW

MATTHIAS

MATURE

MEAN

MEANING

MEANT

MEASURE

MEASURED

MEASURES

MEASURING

MEAT

MEDDLE

MEDES, MEDIA

MEDIATE

MEDIATOR

MEDICINE

MEDITATE

MEDITATES

MEDITATION

MEDITERRANEAN SEA

MEDIUM

MEDIUM’S

MEDIUMS

MEEK

MEEKNESS

MEET

MEETING

MEGIDDO

MELCHIZEDEK

MELODY

MELT

MEMBER

MEMBERS

MEMORIAL

MEMORY

MEMPHIS (or Noph)

MEN

MENAHEM

MENSERVANTS

MENTION

MEPHIBOSHETH

MERAB

MERARI

MERCHANDISE

MERCHANTS

MERCIES

MERCIFUL

MERCY

MERIB-BAAL

MERODACH

MERODACH-BALADAN

MERRY

MESHACH

MESHECH

MESOPOTAMIA

MESSAGE

MESSENGER

MESSIAH

METHUSELAH

MICAH

MICAIAH (or Michaiah)

MICHAEL

MICHAL

MICHMASH

MIDIAN

MIDIANITES

MIDST

MIGHT

MIGHTIER

MIGHTILY

MIGHTY

MILCOM

MILETUS

MILK

MILL

MILLO

MILLSTONE

MIND

MINDFUL

MINDS

MINISTER

MINISTERED

MINISTERS

MINISTRIES

MINISTRY

MINT

MIRACLE

MIRACLES

MIRIAM

MIRTH

MISER

MISERIES

MISERY

MISTREATED

MISTREATS

MITES

MIZPAH

MOAB

MOABITES

MOAN

MOCK

MOCKED

MOCKER

MOCKERS

MOCKINGS

MOCKS

MODERATION

MOLECH

MOMENT

MONEY

MONSTER

MOON

MORDECAI

MORIAH

MORNING

MORSEL

MORTAL

MORTALITY

MORTALS

MOSES

MOST

MOTH

MOTHER

MOUNT

MOUNT CARMEL

MOUNT EBAL

MOUNT GERIZIM

MOUNT GILBOA

MOUNT GILEAD

MOUNT HOR

MOUNT HOREB

MOUNT OF OLIVES

See OLIVES, MOUNT OF

MOUNT SINAI

MOUNT TABOR

MOUNT ZION

MOUNTAIN

MOUNTAINS

MOURN

MOURNED

MOURNING

MOURNS

MOUTH

MOVE

MOVED

MUCH

MULTIPLIED

MULTIPLY

MULTITUDE

MURDER

MURDERED

MURDERER

MURDERERS

MURDERS

MUSIC

MUSING

MUTE

MUTILATION

MUTUAL

MUZZLE

MYSTERIES

MYSTERIOUS

MYSTERY




N

NAAMAN

NABAL

NABOTH

NADAB

NAHASH

NAHOR

NAHUM

NAILED

NAIN

NAIOTH

NAKED

NAKEDNESS

NAME

NAME’S

NAMED

NAOMI

NAPHTALI

NARROW

NATHAN

NATHANAEL

NATION

NATIONS

NATURAL

NATURE

NAZARENE

NAZARETH

NAZIRITE

NEAR

NEARER

NEBO

NEBUCHADNEZZAR

NEBUZARADAN

NECESSARY

NECESSITIES

NECESSITY

NECK

NECKS

NEED

NEEDY

NEGLECT

NEGLECTED

NEHEMIAH

NEIGHBOR

NEST

NET

NETHINIM

NEVER

NEW

NEWNESS

NEWS

NICANOR

NICODEMUS

NICOLAITANS

NICOLAS

NIGHT

NILE

NIMROD

NINE

NINETY-NINE

NINEVEH

NOAH

NOB

NOBLE

NOBLES

NOD

NOISE

NOSTRILS

NOTE

NOTHING

NOTORIOUS

NOURISHED

NOURISHES

NOVICE

NUMBER

NUMBERED




O

OAKS

OATH

OATHS

OBADIAH

OBED

OBED-EDOM

OBEDIENCE

OBEDIENT

OBEY

OBEYED

OBEYING

OBSCURITY

OBSERVANCE

OBSERVATION

OBSERVE

OBSERVES

OBSERVING

OBSESSED

OBSOLETE

OBSTINATE

OBTAIN

OBTAINED

OBTAINS

ODED

OFFEND

OFFENDED

OFFENDER

OFFENSE

OFFENSES

OFFER

OFFERED

OFFERING

OFFERINGS

OFFICE

OFFICERS

OFFSCOURING

OFFSPRING

OFTEN

OG

OHOLAH

OIL

OINTMENT

OLD

OLDER

OLDEST

OLIVE

OLIVES, MOUNT OF

OMNIPOTENT

OMRI

ON

ONAN

ONCE

ONE

ONESIMUS

ONESIPHORUS

OPEN

OPENED

OPENS

OPHIR

OPHRAH

OPINION

OPINIONS

OPPORTUNITY

OPPOSES

OPPRESS

OPPRESSED

OPPRESSES

OPPRESSION

OPPRESSIONS

OPPRESSOR

OPPRESSORS

ORACLES

ORDAINED

ORDER

ORDERS

ORDINANCE

ORDINANCES

ORION

ORNAMENT

ORNAMENTS

ORPAH

ORPHANS

OSNAPPER

OSTRICHES

OTHNIEL

OUGHT

OUTCAST

OUTCASTS

OUTCRY

OUTRAGE

OUTRAN

OUTSIDE

OUTSTRETCHED

OUTWARD

OUTWARDLY

OUTWIT

OVEN

OVERCAME

OVERCOME

OVERCOMES

OVERFLOWING

OVERSEER

OVERSEERS

OVERSHADOW

OVERTAKE

OVERTAKEN

OVERTHREW

OVERTHROW

OVERTHROWN

OVERTHROWS

OVERTURNED

OVERWHELM

OVERWHELMED

OVERWORK

OWE

OWED

OWN

OX




P

PACE

PACIFIES

PADAN ARAM

PAIN

PAINED

PAINFUL

PAINS

PAINT

PAINTING

PALACE

PALACES

PALE

PALM

PALMS

PALTI (or Paltiel)

PAMPERS

PAMPHYLIA

PANGS

PANICKED

PANT

PANTS

PAPHOS

PAPYRUS

PARABLE

PARABLES

PARADE

PARADISE

PARAN

PARCHMENTS

PARDON

PARDONING

PARENTS

PARMENAS

PART

PARTAKE

PARTAKER

PARTAKERS

PARTED

PARTIAL

PARTIALITY

PARTIES

PARTITION

PARTNER

PARTRIDGE

PARTS

PASHHUR

PASS

PASSED

PASSES

PASSION

PASSIONS

PASSOVER

PAST

PASTORS

PASTURE

PASTURES

PATH

PATHROS

PATHS

PATIENCE

PATIENT

PATIENTLY

PATMOS

PATRIARCHS

PATTERN

PAUL

PAULUS, SERGIUS

PAVILION

PAWS

PAY

PEACE

PEACEABLE

PEACEABLY

PEACEFUL

PEACEMAKERS

PEARL

PEARLS

PEG

PEKAH

PEKAHIAH

PEN

PENNY

PENTECOST

PENUEL

PEOPLE

PEOR

PERCEIVE

PERDITION

PEREZ

PERFECT

PERFECTED

PERFECTION

PERFORM

PERGA

PERGAMOS

PERIL

PERILOUS

PERILS

PERISH

PERISHABLE

PERISHED

PERISHING

PERIZZITES

PERJURER

PERMIT

PERMITS

PERMITTED

PERPETUATED

PERPLEXED

PERSECUTE

PERSECUTED

PERSECUTES

PERSECUTION

PERSECUTOR

PERSEVERANCE

PERSEVERE

PERSISTENCE

PERSON

PERSUADE

PERSUADED

PERSUASIVE

PERTAINING

PERTURBED

PERVERSE

PERVERSITY

PERVERT

PERVERTING

PERVERTS

PESTILENCE

PESTILENCES

PETER

PETITION

PETITIONS

PHARAOH

PHARISEE

PHILADELPHIA

PHILEMON

PHILETUS

PHILIP

PHILIPPI

PHILISTIA

PHILISTINES

PHILOSOPHERS

PHILOSOPHY

PHINEHAS

PHOENICIA

PHRYGIA

PHYLACTERIES

PHYSICIAN

PHYSICIANS

PIECES

PIERCE

PIERCED

PIERCING

PIETY

PI HAHIROTH

PILATE, PONTIUS

PILGRIMAGE

PILGRIMS

PILLAR

PILLARS

PILOT

PINE

PINNACLE

PISGAH

PISHON

PISIDIA

PIT

PITCHERS

PITIABLE

PITS

PITY

PLACE

PLACES

PLAGUE

PLAGUES

PLAINLY

PLAN

PLANK

PLANS

PLANT

PLANTED

PLANTS

PLATFORM

PLATTER

PLAY

PLEAD

PLEADED

PLEADING

PLEASANT

PLEASANTNESS

PLEASE

PLEASED

PLEASES

PLEASING

PLEASURE

PLEASURES

PLEIADES

PLENTIFUL

PLENTIFULLY

PLENTY

PLIGHT

PLOT

PLOTS

PLOTTED

PLOW

PLOWED

PLOWMAN

PLUCK

PLUCKED

PLUMB

PLUNDER

PLUNDERED

PLUNDERING

POETS

POISON

POISONED

POLLUTIONS

POMP

POMPOUS

PONDER

PONDERED

PONDERS

PONTUS

POOL

POOLS

POOR

PORCIUS FESTUS

PORTION

PORTRAYED

POSITION

POSSESS

POSSESSED

POSSESSING

POSSESSION

POSSESSIONS

POSSIBLE

POSTERITY

POT

POTENTATE

POTIPHAR

POTS

POTSHERD

POTTER’S FIELD

POUR

POURED

POVERTY

POWER

POWERFUL

POWERS

PRAETORIUM

PRAISE

PRAISED

PRAISES

PRAISEWORTHY

PRAISING

PRAY

PRAYED

PRAYER

PRAYERS

PREACH

PREACHED

PREACHER

PREACHES

PREACHING

PRECEDE

PRECEPT

PRECEPTS

PRECIOUS

PREDESTINED

PREEMINENCE

PREFERENCE

PREFERRED

PREJUDICE

PREMEDITATE

PREPARATION

PREPARE

PREPARED

PRESENCE

PRESENT

PRESENTED

PRESENTS

PRESERVE

PRESERVED

PRESERVES

PRESS

PRESSED

PRESUMPTUOUS

PRETENDED

PRETENSE

PREVAIL

PREVAILED

PREY

PRICE

PRIDE

PRIEST

PRIESTHOOD

PRIESTS

PRINCE

PRINCES

PRINCIPAL

PRINCIPALITIES

PRINCIPALITY

PRINCIPLES

PRISCILLA (or Prisca)

PRISON

PRISONER

PRISONERS

PRISONS

PRIZE

PROCEED

PROCEEDED

PROCEEDS

PROCESSION

PROCHORUS

PROCLAIM

PROCLAIMED

PROCLAIMER

PROCLAIMS

PROCONSUL

PRODIGAL

PRODUCE

PROFANE

PROFANED

PROFANENESS

PROFANING

PROFESS

PROFESSING

PROFIT

PROFITABLE

PROFITS

PROFOUND

PROLONG

PROLONGED

PROLONGS

PROMISE

PROMISED

PROMISES

PROMPTLY

PROOF

PROOFS

PROPER

PROPERLY

PROPHECY

PROPHESIED

PROPHESIES

PROPHESY

PROPHET

PROPHETESS

PROPHETIC

PROPHETS

PROPITIATION

PROPORTION

PROPRIETY

PROSECUTOR

PROSELYTE

PROSELYTES

PROSPER

PROSPERED

PROSPERING

PROSPERITY

PROSPEROUS

PROSPERS

PROSTRATE

PROUD

PROVE

PROVERB

PROVERBS

PROVIDE

PROVIDED

PROVIDES

PROVISION

PROVOKE

PROVOKED

PRUDENCE

PRUDENT

PRUDENTLY

PRUNES

PSALM

PSALMIST

PSALMS

PSALTERY

PUBLISHED

PUFFED

PUFFS

PUL

PULL

PUNISH

PUNISHED

PUNISHES

PUNISHMENT

PURCHASED

PURE

PURER

PURGE

PURGED

PURIFICATION

PURIFIED

PURIFIES

PURIFY

PURIFYING

PURIM

PURITY

PURPLE

PURPOSE

PURPOSED

PURPOSES

PURSE

PURSES

PURSUE

PURSUES

PURSUING

PUT




Q

QUAIL

QUAKED

QUAKES

QUALIFIED

QUARREL

QUARRELSOME

QUARTZ

QUEEN

QUEENS

QUENCH

QUENCHED

QUESTIONS

QUICKLY

QUICK-TEMPERED

QUIET

QUIETED

QUIETNESS

QUIETS

QUIVER




R

RAAMSES

RABBAH

RABBI

RABBONI

RABSARIS

RABSHAKEH

RACA

RACE

RACHEL

RADIANT

RAGE

RAGES

RAGS

RAHAB

RAIN

RAINBOW

RAINED

RAINS

RAISE

RAISED

RAISES

RAM

RAMAH

RAMOTH GILEAD

RAMS

RAN

RANSOM

RANSOMED

RARE

RASH

RASHLY

RAVEN

RAVENOUS

RAVENS

RAVISHED

RAZOR

REACHED

REACHING

READ

READER

READINESS

READING

READS

READY

REAFFIRM

REAP

REAPED

REAPER

REAPERS

REAPING

REAPS

REASON

REASONED

REBEKAH

REBEL

REBELLING

REBELLION

REBELLIOUS

REBELS

REBUILD

REBUKE

REBUKED

REBUKES

RECALL

RECEIVE

RECEIVED

RECEIVES

RECEIVING

RECHAB

RECHABITES

RECOMPENSE

RECOMPENSED

RECONCILE

RECONCILED

RECONCILIATION

RECONCILING

RECORD

RED

REDEEM

REDEEMED

REDEEMER

REDEEMING

REDEMPTION

RED SEA

REED

REEDS

REFINED

REFINER

REFORMATION

REFRAIN

REFRESH

REFRESHED

REFRESHES

REFRESHING

REFUGE

REFUSE

REFUSED

REFUSES

REGARD

REGARDED

REGARDS

REGENERATION

REGISTERED

REGRETTED

REGULATIONS

REHOBOAM

REHOBOTH

REIGN

REIGNED

REIGNS

REJECT

REJECTED

REJECTION

REJECTS

REJOICE

REJOICED

REJOICES

REJOICING

RELATIVES

RELEASE

RELENT

RELENTED

RELENTING

RELIEF

RELIEVE

RELIEVED

RELIEVES

RELIGION

RELIGIOUS

RELY

REMAIN

REMAINDER

REMAINED

REMAINS

REMEMBER

REMEMBERED

REMEMBERS

REMEMBRANCE

REMIND

REMINDER

REMISSION

REMNANT

REMORSEFUL

REMOVE

REMOVED

REMOVES

REND

RENDER

RENEW

RENEWED

RENEWING

RENOUNCE

RENOUNCED

RENOUNCES

RENOWN

REPAID

REPAIR

REPAY

REPAYS

REPEATS

REPENT

REPENTANCE

REPENTED

REPETITIONS

REPHAIM

REPHIDIM

REPORT

REPRIMANDED

REPROACH

REPROACHED

REPROACHES

REPROACHFULLY

REPROOF

REPROOFS

REPUTATION

REQUEST

REQUESTS

REQUIRE

REQUIRED

REQUIREMENTS

RESCUE

RESERVE

RESERVED

RESIDUE

RESIST

RESISTED

RESISTS

RESOLVED

RESORT

RESOUND

RESPECT

RESPECTED

RESPONSE

REST

RESTED

RESTING

RESTLESS

RESTORATION

RESTORE

RESTORER

RESTORES

RESTRAIN

RESTRAINED

RESTRAINS

RESTRAINT

RESTS

RESURRECTION

RETAIN

RETURN

RETURNED

RETURNING

RETURNS

REUBEN

REVEAL

REVEALED

REVEALER

REVEALING

REVEALS

REVELATION

REVELATIONS

REVELRIES

REVENGE

REVENUES

REVERENCE

REVERENT

REVILE

REVILED

REVILER

REVILERS

REVILING

REVIVAL

REVIVE

REVIVED

REVOLT

REVOLTED

REVOLTERS

REWARD

REWARDED

REWARDER

REWARDS

REZIN

REZON

RHODA

RIBLAH

RICH

RICHES

RICHLY

RIDDLE

RIDDLES

RIDE

RIDER

RIDES

RIDGES

RIDICULE

RIDICULED

RIGHT

RIGHTEOUS

RIGHTEOUSLY

RIGHTEOUSNESS

RIGHTLY

RIGHTS

RING

RINGLEADER

RINGS

RIPE

RISE

RISEN

RISES

RISING

RIVER

RIVERS

RIZPAH

ROAD

ROAR

ROARING

ROARS

ROB

ROBBED

ROBBER

ROBBERS

ROBBERY

ROBE

ROBES

ROCK

ROCKS

ROD

ROLL

ROLLED

ROME

ROOM

ROOMS

ROOSTER

ROOT

ROOTED

ROOTS

ROSE

RUBIES

RUDDY

RUIN

RUINED

RUINS

RULE

RULER

RULERS

RULES

RULING

RUMOR

RUMORS

RUN

RUNNER

RUNS

RUSH

RUTH




S

SABAOTH

SABBATH

SABBATHS

SACKCLOTH

SACRED

SACRIFICE

SACRIFICED

SACRIFICES

SAD

SADDUCEES

SAFE

SAFELY

SAFETY

SAFETY’S

SAINTS

SALEM

SALOME

SALT

SALT SEA

SALVATION

SAMARIA

SAMARITAN

SAMARITANS

SAMSON

SAMUEL

SANBALLAT

SANCTIFICATION

SANCTIFIED

SANCTIFIES

SANCTIFY

SANCTUARY

SAND

SAPPHIRA

SAPPHIRES

SARAH (or Sarai)

SARDIS

SAT

SATAN

SATIATED

SATISFIED

SATISFIES

SATISFY

SATISFYING

SAUL

SAVE

SAVED

SAVES

SAVIOR

SAVIORS

SAWN

SAY

SAYING

SAYINGS

SCALES

SCARLET

SCATTER

SCATTERED

SCATTERS

SCEPTER

SCHEME

SCHEMER

SCHEMES

SCHISM

SCHOOL

SCOFF

SCOFFER

SCOFFERS

SCORCHED

SCORN

SCORNED

SCORNS

SCORPIONS

SCOURGE

SCOURGES

SCRIBE

SCRIBES

SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURES

SCROLL

SEA

SEAL

SEALED

SEAM

SÉANCE

SEARCH

SEARCHED

SEARCHES

SEASON

SEASONED

SEASONS

SEAT

SEATS

SECRET

SECRETLY

SECRETS

SECT

SECURELY

SEDUCED

SEE

SEED

SEEDS

SEEK

SEEKING

SEEKS

SEEMS

SEEN

SEES

SEIR

SELF-CONFIDENT

SELF-CONTROL

SELF-CONTROLLED

SELF-SEEKING

SELL

SEND

SENNACHERIB

SENSELESS

SENSES

SENSIBLY

SENSUAL

SENT

SEPARATE

SEPARATED

SEPARATES

SEPARATION

SERAPHIM

SERGIUS PAULUS

SERIOUS

SERPENT

SERPENTS

SERVANT

SERVANTS

SERVE

SERVES

SERVICE

SERVING

SET

SETH

SETTLE

SETTLED

SEVEN

SEVENTY

SEVERE

SEVERITY

SHADE

SHADOW

SHADOWS

SHADRACH

SHAKE

SHAKEN

SHAKES

SHALLUM

SHALMANESER

SHAME

SHAMEFUL

SHAMGAR

SHAMMAH

SHAPHAN

SHARE

SHARING

SHARON

SHARP

SHARPEN

SHARPNESS

SHATTERED

SHEALTIEL

SHEAR-JASHUB

SHEATH

SHEAVES

SHEBA

SHEBAH

SHEBNA

SHECHEM

SHED

SHEDDING

SHEEP

SHEEPFOLDS

SHEET

SHELTER

SHELTERS

SHEM

SHEMAIAH

SHEMER

SHEOL

SHEPHERD

SHEPHERDS

SHESHACH

SHESHBAZZAR

SHIELD

SHIHOR

SHILOH

SHIMEI

SHIMSHAI

SHINAR

SHINE

SHINED

SHINES

SHINING

SHIPS

SHIPWRECK

SHOOT

SHORT

SHORTENED

SHOT

SHOUT

SHOW

SHOWBREAD

SHOWERS

SHREWDLY

SHRINES

SHUFFLES

SHULAMITE

SHUNAMMITE

SHUNNED

SHUSHAN

SHUT

SHUTS

SICK

SICKLE

SICKNESS

SICKNESSES

SIDE

SIDON

SIFT

SIFTS

SIGH

SIGHING

SIGHT

SIGN

SIGNET

SIGNS

SIHON

SILAS (or Silvanus)

SILENCE

SILENT

SILK

SILOAM

SILVER

SIMEON

SIMILITUDE

SIMON

Simon Peter: see PETER

SIMPLE

SIMPLICITY

SIN

SINAI

SINCERE

SINCERITY

SINFUL

SING

SINGERS

SINGING

SINISTER

SINK

SINNED

SINNER

SINNERS

SINS

SION

See ZION

SISERA

SISTER

SIT

SITS

SITTING

SKILL

SKILLFULNESS

SKIN

SKIP

SKIPPING

SKULL

SKY

SLACK

SLAIN

SLANDER

SLANDERERS

SLANDEROUSLY

SLAUGHTER

SLAVE

SLAVES

SLAY

SLEEP

SLEEPERS

SLEEPING

SLEEPLESSNESS

SLEEPS

SLEPT

SLIGHTED

SLING

SLIP

SLIPPERY

SLOOPS

SLOW

SLUGGARD

SLUMBERED

SLUMBERING

SMALL

SMELL

SMELLS

SMITTEN

SMOKE

SMOOTH

SMOOTH-SKINNED

SMYRNA

SNARE

SNARED

SNARES

SNATCH

SNATCHES

SNEER

SNIFFED

SNORTING

SNOW

SOAKED

SOAP

SOBER

SOBERLY

SOCKET

SODA

SODOM

SODOMITES

SOFTER

SOJOURNER

SOJOURNERS

SOLD

SOLDIER

SOLDIERS

SOLEMNLY

SOLITARILY

SOLITARY

SOLOMON

SOMEBODY

SOMETHING

SON

SONG

SONGS

SONS

SOON

SOOTHED

SORCERER

SORCERERS

SORCERESS

SORCERY

SORES

SORROW

SORROWFUL

SORROWS

SORRY

SOSTHENES

SOUGHT

SOUL

SOULS

SOUND

SOUNDNESS

SOUNDS

SOW

SOWER

SOWN

SOWS

SPARE

SPARES

SPARK

SPARKLES

SPARKS

SPARROW

SPARROWS

SPAT

SPEAK

SPEAKING

SPEAKS

SPEAR

SPEARS

SPECK

SPECTACLE

SPEECH

SPEECHLESS

SPEED

SPEEDILY

SPEND

SPENT

SPEW

SPIDER

SPIES

SPIKENARD

SPIN

SPINDLE

SPIRIT

SPIRITS

SPIRITUAL

SPIRITUALLY

SPITEFULLY

SPITTING

SPLENDOR

SPOIL

SPOILER

SPOKE

SPOKEN

SPOKESMAN

SPONGE

SPOT

SPOTS

SPREAD

SPREADS

SPRING

SPRINGING

SPRINGS

SPRINKLE

SPRINKLED

SPRINKLING

SPROUT

SPY

SQUARES

STABILITY

STAFF

STAGGER

STAGGERS

STAKES

STALLS

STAMMERERS

STAMMERING

STAMPING

STAND

STANDARD

STANDING

STANDS

STAR

STARS

STARVED

STATE

STATURE

STATUTE

STATUTES

STAY

STEADFAST

STEADFASTLY

STEADFASTNESS

STEADILY

STEADY

STEAL

STEEP

STEM

STENCH

STEP

STEPHEN

STEPS

STEWARD

STEWARDS

STEWARDSHIP

STICK

STICKS

STIFF

STIFF-NECKED

STILL

STILLBORN

STINGS

STIR

STIRRED

STIRS

STOCKS

STOIC

STOMACH

STOMACH’S

STONE

STONED

STONES

STONY

STOOPED

STOPPED

STORE

STORK

STORM

STOUTHEARTED

STRAIGHT

STRAIGHTFORWARD

STRAIN

STRAITS

STRANGE

STRANGER

STRANGERS

STRANGLING

STRAP

STRAW

STRAY

STRAYED

STREAM

STREAMS

STREET

STREETS

STRENGTH

STRENGTHEN

STRENGTHENED

STRENGTHENING

STRENGTHENS

STRETCH

STRETCHED

STRETCHES

STRICKEN

STRIFE

STRIKE

STRINGED

STRIP

STRIPES

STRIVE

STRIVING

STROKE

STRONG

STRONGHOLD

STRONGHOLDS

STRUCK

STUBBLE

STUBBORN

STUBBORN-HEARTED

STUBBORNNESS

STUDIED

STUMBLE

STUMBLED

STUMBLES

STUMBLING

STUPID

SUBDUE

SUBJECT

SUBJECTED

SUBJECTION

SUBMISSION

SUBMISSIVE

SUBMIT

SUBMITTING

SUBSIDED

SUBSTANCE

SUCCEED

SUCCESS

SUCCESSFUL

SUCCOTH

SUDDENLY

SUE

SUFFER

SUFFERED

SUFFERING

SUFFERINGS

SUFFERS

SUFFICIENCY

SUFFICIENT

SUITABLE

SUM

SUMMED

SUMMER

SUMPTUOUSLY

SUN

SUPPER

SUPPLICATION

SUPPLIES

SUPPLY

SUPPORT

SUPREME

SURE

SURETY

SURROUND

SURROUNDED

SURVIVOR

SUSANNA

SUSPICIONS

SUSTAIN

SWADDLING

SWALLOW

SWEAR

SWEARING

SWEARS

SWEAT

SWEET

SWEETNESS

SWELLING

SWIFT

SWIFTLY

SWIM

SWOON

SWORD

SWORDS

SWORE

SWORN

SYMBOLIC

SYMBOLS

SYMPATHIZE

SYMPATHY

SYNAGOGUE

SYRIANS

SYRO-PHOENICIAN




T

TABERAH

TABERNACLE

TABERNACLES

TABITHA

See DORCAS

TABLE

TABLES

TABLET

TABOR

TAHPANHES (or Tehaphnehes)

TAIL

TAKE

TAKEN

TALEBEARER

TALENT

TALK

TALKED

TALKERS

TALL

TAMAR

TAMBOURINE

TARES

TARGET

TARRY

TARSHISH

TARSUS

TARTAN

TASK

TASTE

TASTED

TAUGHT

TAUNT

TAX

TAXES

TEACH

TEACHER

TEACHERS

TEACHES

TEACHING

TEAR

TEARS

TEETH

TEKOA

TELL

TEMAN

TEMPERATE

TEMPEST

TEMPLE

TEMPLES

TEMPORARY

TEMPT

TEMPTATION

TEMPTED

TEMPTER

TENDER

TENDERHEARTED

TENDS

TENT

TENTMAKERS

TENTS

TERAH

TERRESTRIAL

TERRIBLE

TERRIFIED

TERRIFIES

TERRIFY

TERRIFYING

TERROR

TERRORS

TERTULLUS

TEST

TESTAMENT

TESTATOR

TESTED

TESTIFIED

TESTIFIES

TESTIFY

TESTIFYING

TESTIMONIES

TESTIMONY

TESTING

TESTS

THADDAEUS

THANK

THANKFUL

THANKFULNESS

THANKS

THANKSGIVING

THEATER

THEOPHILUS

THESSALONICA

THIEF

THIEVES

THIGH

THINGS

THINK

THINKS

THIRST

THIRSTS

THIRSTY

THISTLES

THOMAS

THORN

THORNBUSHES

THORNS

THOUGHT

THOUGHTS

THOUSAND

THREAT

THREATEN

THREATENING

THREATS

THREE

THRESH

THRESHING

THROAT

THRONE

THRONES

THRONG

THROW

THROWN

THRUST

THUNDER

THUNDERED

THUNDERINGS

THUNDERS

THYATIRA

TIBERIAS

TIDINGS

TIGLATH-PILESER

TILL

TILLER

TILLS

TIME

TIMES

TIMON

TIMOTHY

TIRZAH

TITHE

TITHES

TITHING

TITLE

TITTLE

TITUS

TOBIAH

TODAY

TOIL

TOILED

TOLD

TOLERABLE

TOMB

TOMBS

TOMORROW

TONGUE

TONGUES

TOOTH

TOPHET

See HINNOM, VALLEY OF THE SON OF

TORCH

TORCHES

TORMENT

TORMENTED

TORMENTS

TORN

TORTURED

TOSSED

TOTTER

TOUCH

TOUCHED

TOUCHES

TOWER

TRACKED

TRADERS

TRADITION

TRADITIONS

TRAIN

TRAINED

TRAINING

TRAINS

TRAITOR

TRAITORS

TRAMPLE

TRAMPLED

TRANCE

TRANSFIGURED

TRANSFORMED

TRANSGRESS

TRANSGRESSED

TRANSGRESSES

TRANSGRESSION

TRANSGRESSIONS

TRANSGRESSOR

TRANSGRESSORS

TRAP

TRAPS

TRAVEL

TRAVELER

TREACHEROUS

TREACHEROUSLY

TREAD

TREADS

TREASURE

TREASURED

TREASURER

TREASURES

TREATY

TREE

TREES

TREMBLE

TREMBLED

TREMBLES

TREMBLING

TRENCH

TRESPASSES

TRIAL

TRIBE

TRIBES

TRIBULATION

TRIBULATIONS

TRIED

TRIMMED

TRIUMPH

TRIUMPHED

TROAS

TRODDEN

TROUBLE

TROUBLED

TROUBLES

TROUBLING

TRUE

TRUMPET

TRUST

TRUSTED

TRUSTS

TRUTH

TRY

TUBAL

TUBAL-CAIN

TUMULT

TUNIC

TUNICS

TURBAN

TURN

TURNED

TURNING

TURNS

TURTLEDOVE

TUTOR

TWIST

TWO

TYCHICUS

TYPE




U

ULAI

UNAFRAID

UNBELIEF

UNBELIEVERS

UNBELIEVING

UNCIRCUMCISED

UNCLEAN

UNCLEANNESS

UNCLEANNESSES

UNCLOTHED

UNCOVER

UNCOVERS

UNDEFILED

UNDERMINE

UNDERSTAND

UNDERSTANDING

UNDERSTANDS

UNDERSTOOD

UNDESIRABLE

UNDIGNIFIED

UNDISCERNING

UNDONE

UNEDUCATED

UNFAITHFUL

UNFAITHFULLY

UNFORGIVING

UNFORMED

UNFRUITFUL

UNGODLINESS

UNGODLY

UNHOLY

UNINFORMED

UNINTENTIONALLY

UNITE

UNITY

UNJUST

UNJUSTLY

UNKNOWN

UNLEAVENED

UNLOVING

UNMERCIFUL

UNPREPARED

UNPRESENTABLE

UNPROFITABLE

UNPROFITABLENESS

UNPUNISHED

UNQUENCHABLE

UNRESTRAINED

UNRIGHTEOUS

UNRIGHTEOUSNESS

UNRULY

UNSEARCHABLE

UNSKILLED

UNSPOTTED

UNSTABLE

UNSTOPPED

UNTAUGHT

UNTRUSTWORTHY

UNWASHED

UNWISE

UNWORTHY

UPHOLD

UPHOLDING

UPHOLDS

UPPER

UPRIGHT

UPRIGHTNESS

UPROOT

UR OF THE CHALDEANS

URIAH

URIJAH

URIM

US

USE

USELESS

USES

USING

USURY

UTTER

UTTERANCE

UTTERED

UTTERMOST

UTTERS

UZZAH

UZZIAH




V

VAGABOND

VAIN

VALIANT

VALIANTLY

VALLEY

VALOR

VALUE

VALUED

VANISH

VANISHED

VANITY

VAPOR

VARIATION

VASHTI

VEGETABLES

VEHEMENT

VEIL

VENGEANCE

VENOM

VESSEL

VESSELS

VEXED

VICE

VICTIM

VICTORY

VIEW

VIGILANT

VIGOR

VILE

VINDICATED

VINDICATION

VINE

VINEDRESSER

VINEGAR

VINES

VINEYARD

VIOLENCE

VIOLENT

VIPER

VIPERS

VIRGIN

VIRGINS

VIRTUE

VIRTUOUS

VISAGE

VISIBLE

VISION

VISIONS

VISIT

VISITATION

VISITED

VISITING

VISITOR

VITALITY

VOICE

VOICES

VOID

VOLUME

VOLUNTEERS

VOMIT

VOW

VOWS




W

WAGE

WAGES

WAIL

WAILING

WAIT

WAITED

WAITING

WAITS

WAKE

WALK

WALKED

WALKING

WALKS

WALL

WALLS

WANDER

WANDERED

WANDERERS

WANDERING

WANDERS

WANT

WANTING

WANTON

WAR

WARFARE

WARM

WARMED

WARMING

WARMS

WARN

WARNED

WARNING

WARPED

WARRING

WARRIOR

WARS

WASH

WASHED

WASHING

WASHINGS

WASTE

WASTED

WASTELAND

WASTING

WATCH

WATCHED

WATCHES

WATCHFUL

WATCHING

WATCHMAN

WATCHMEN

WATER

WATERED

WATERS

WAVE

WAVER

WAVERING

WAVES

WAX

WAY

WAYS

WEAK

WEAKENED

WEAKENS

WEAKER

WEAKNESS

WEAKNESSES

WEALTH

WEALTHY

WEANED

WEAPON

WEAPONS

WEAR

WEARIED

WEARINESS

WEARISOME

WEARY

WEATHER

WEDDING

WEEK

WEEKS

WEEP

WEEPING

WEIGH

WEIGHED

WEIGHS

WEIGHT

WEIGHTIER

WELFARE

WELL

WELL-BEING

WELLS

WENT

WEPT

WET

WHEAT

WHEEL

WHEELS

WHERE

WHIP

WHIRLWIND

WHISPER

WHISPERER

WHISPERERS

WHISPERINGS

WHITE

WHOLE

WHOLESOME

WHOLLY

WICKED

WICKEDLY

WICKEDNESS

WIDE

WIDOW

WIDOW’S

WIDOWS

WIFE

WILD

WILDERNESS

WILES

WILL

WILLFULLY

WILLING

WILLINGLY

WILLOWS

WILLS

WIN

WIND

WINDOWS

WINDS

WINDSTORM

WINE

WINEBIBBERS

WINEPRESS

WINESKIN

WINESKINS

WING

WINGS

WINNOW

WINS

WINTER

WIPE

WISDOM

WISE





WISELY

WISER

WISH

WISHED

WITCHCRAFT

WITHDRAW

WITHER

WITHERS

WITHHELD

WITHHOLD

WITHOUT

WITHSTAND

WITHSTOOD

WITNESS

WITNESSED

WITNESSES

WIVES

WIZARDS

WOLF

WOLVES

WOMAN

WOMB

WOMEN

WONDER

WONDERFUL

WONDERFULLY

WONDERS

WONDROUS

WONDROUSLY

WOOD

WOODCUTTERS

WOOL

WORD

WORDS

WORK

WORKED

WORKER

WORKERS

WORKING

WORKMANSHIP

WORKS

WORLD

WORLDS

WORM

WORMS

WORMWOOD

WORRY

WORRYING

WORSE

WORSHIP

WORSHIPED

WORSHIPER

WORTH

WORTHLESS

WORTHLESSNESS

WORTHY

WOUND

WOUNDED

WOUNDING

WOUNDS

WRANGLINGS

WRATH

WRATHFUL

WRESTLE

WRETCHED

WRETCHEDNESS

WRINKLE

WRITE

WRITING

WRITINGS

WRITTEN

WRONG

WRONGED

WRONGS

WROTE

WROUGHT




Y

YEAR

YEARS

YES

YESTERDAY

YOKE

YOKED

YOUNG

YOUNGER

YOURS

YOUTH

YOUTHFUL




Z

ZACCHAEUS

ZACHARIAS

ZADOK

ZAREPHATH

ZEAL

ZEALOUS

ZEBEDEE

ZEBULUN

ZECHARIAH

ZEDEKIAH

ZELOPHEHAD

ZEPHANIAH

ZERUBBABEL

ZIBA

ZIKLAG

ZILPAH

ZIMRI

ZIN

ZION

ZIPPORAH

ZOAR

ZOPHAR



AARON

Ancestry and family of, Ex 6:16–20, 23

Helper and prophet to Moses, Ex 4:13–31; 7:1, 2

Appears before Pharaoh, Ex 5:1–4

Performs miracles, Ex 7:9, 10, 19, 20

Supports Moses’ hands, Ex 17:10–12

Ascends Mt. Sinai; sees God’s glory, Ex 19:24; 24:1, 9, 10

Judges Israel in Moses’ absence, Ex 24:14

Chosen by God as priest, Ex 28:1

Consecrated, Ex 29; Lev 8

Duties prescribed, Ex 30:7–10

Tolerates Israel’s idolatry, Ex 32

Priestly ministry begins, Lev 9

Sons offer profane fire; Aaron’s humble response, Lev 10

Conspires against Moses, Num 12:1–16

Rebelled against by Korah, Num 16

Intercedes to stop plague, Num 16:45–48

Rod buds to confirm his authority, Num 17:1–10

With Moses, fails at Meribah, Num 20:1–13

Dies; son succeeds him as priest, Num 20:23–29

His priesthood compared:

with Melchizedek’s, Heb 7:11–19

with Christ’s, Heb 9:6–15, 23–28

ABADDON

Angel of the bottomless pit, Rev 9:11

ABASED

I know how to be a Phil 4:12

ABBA

And He said, “A Mark 14:36

by whom we cry out, “A Rom 8:15

crying out, “A Gal 4:6

ABED-NEGO

Name given to Azariah, a Hebrew captive, Dan 1:7

Appointed by Nebuchadnezzar, Dan 2:49

Refuses to serve idols; cast into furnace but delivered, Dan 3:12–30

ABEL

Adam’s second son, Gen 4:2

His offering accepted, Gen 4:4

Murdered by Cain, Gen 4:8

His sacrifice offered by faith, Heb 11:4

ABHOR

My soul shall not a Lev 26:11

Therefore I a myself Job 42:6

nations will a him Prov 24:24

a the pride of Jacob Amos 6:8

A what is evil Rom 12:9

ABHORRED

a His own inheritance Ps 106:40

he who is a by the Prov 22:14

and their soul also a Zech 11:8

ABHORRENCE

They shall be an a Is 66:24

ABHORRENT

you have made us a Ex 5:21

ABIATHAR

A priest who escapes Saul at Nob, 1 Sam 22:20–23

Becomes high priest under David, 1 Sam 23:6, 9–12

Remains faithful to David, 2 Sam 15:24–29

Informs David about Ahithophel, 2 Sam 15:34–36

Supports Adonijah’s usurpation, 1 Kin 1:7, 9, 25

Deposed by Solomon, 1 Kin 2:26, 27, 35

ABIDE

nor a in its paths Job 24:13

LORD, who may a Ps 15:1

He shall a before God Ps 61:7

the Most High shall a Ps 91:1

“If you a in My word John 8:31

And a slave does not a John 8:35

Helper, that He may a John 14:16

A in Me and I in you John 15:4

If you a in Me John 15:7

a in My love John 15:9

And now a faith 1 Cor 13:13

does the love of God a 1 John 3:17

by this we know that we a 1 John 4:13

ABIDES

even He who a from of old Ps 55:19

He who a in Me John 15:5

lives and a forever 1 Pet 1:23

will of God a forever 1 John 2:17

ABIDING

not have His word a John 5:38

has eternal life a 1 John 3:15

ABIGAIL

Wise wife of foolish Nabal, 1 Sam 25:3

Appeases David and becomes his wife, 1 Sam 25:14–42

Mother of Chileab, 2 Sam 3:3

ABIHU

Second son of Aaron, Ex 6:23

Offers profane fire and dies, Lev 10:1–7

ABIJAH

Samuel’s second son; follows corrupt ways, 1 Sam 8:2, 3

— Descendant of Aaron; head of an office of priests, 1 Chr 24:3, 10

Zechariah belongs to division of, Luke 1:5

— Son of Jeroboam I, 1 Kin 14:1–18

— Another name for King Abijam, 2 Chr 11:20

ABIJAM (or Abijah)

King of Judah, 1 Kin 14:31

Follows the sins of his father, 1 Kin 15:1–7

Defeats Jeroboam and takes cities, 2 Chr 13:13–20

ABILITY

who had a to serve Dan 1:4

according to his own a Matt 25:15

and beyond their a 2 Cor 8:3

a which God supplies 1 Pet 4:11

ABIMELECH

King of Gerar; takes Sarah in ignorance, Gen 20:1–18

Makes treaty with Abraham, Gen 21:22–34

— A second king of Gerar; sends Isaac away, Gen 26:1–16

Makes treaty with Isaac, Gen 26:17–33

— Gideon’s son by a concubine, Judg 8:31

Conspires to become king, Judg 9

ABINADAB

A man of Kirjath Jearim in whose house the ark was kept, 1 Sam 7:1, 2

— The second of Jesse’s eight sons, 1 Sam 16:8

Serves in Saul’s army, 1 Sam 17:13

— A son of Saul slain at Mt. Gilboa, 1 Sam 31:1–8

Bones of, buried by men of Jabesh, 1 Chr 10:1–12

ABIRAM

Reubenite who conspired against Moses, Num 16:1–50

ABISHAG

A Shunammite employed as David’s nurse, 1 Kin 1:1–4, 15

Witnessed David’s choice of Solomon as successor, 1 Kin 1:15–31

Adonijah slain for desiring to marry her, 1 Kin 2:13–25

ABISHAI

David’s nephew; joins Joab in blood revenge against Abner, 2 Sam 2:18–24

Loyal to David during Absalom’s and Sheba’s rebellion, 2 Sam 16:9–12; 20:1–6, 10

Rebuked by David, 2 Sam 16:9–12; 19:21–23

His exploits, 2 Sam 21:16, 17; 23:18; 1 Chr 18:12, 13

ABLE

you are a to number Gen 15:5

shall give as he is a Deut 16:17

For who is a to judge 1 Kin 3:9

“The LORD is a 2 Chr 25:9

Who then is a to stand Job 41:10

God whom we serve is a Dan 3:17

God is a to raise up Matt 3:9

believe that I am a Matt 9:28

fear Him who is a Matt 10:28

Are you a to drink the Matt 20:22

beyond what you are a 1 Cor 10:13

And God is a to make 2 Cor 9:8

may be a to comprehend Eph 3:18

persuaded that He is a 2 Tim 1:12

learning and never a 2 Tim 3:7

being tempted, He is a Heb 2:18

that God was a to Heb 11:19

to Him who is a Jude 24

has come, and who is a Rev 6:17

ABNER

Saul’s cousin; commander of his army, 1 Sam 14:50, 51

Rebuked by David, 1 Sam 26:5, 14–16

Supports Ishbosheth; defeated by David’s men; kills Asahel, 2 Sam 2:8–32

Makes covenant with David, 2 Sam 3:6–21

Killed by Joab; mourned by David, 2 Sam 3:22–39

ABODE

but left their own a Jude 6 

ABOLISHED

your works may be a Ezek 6:6

having a in His flesh Eph 2:15

Christ, who has a 2 Tim 1:10

ABOMINABLE

not make yourselves a Lev 11:43

They have done a Ps 14:1

your grave like an a Is 14:19

Oh, do not do this a Jer 44:4

they deny Him, being a Titus 1:16

and a idolatries 1 Pet 4:3

unbelieving, a Rev 21:8

ABOMINATION

every shepherd is an a Gen 46:34

If we sacrifice the a Ex 8:26

You have made me an a Ps 88:8

yes, seven are an a Prov 6:16

wickedness is an a Prov 8:7

Dishonest scales are an a Prov 11:1

the scoffer is an a Prov 24:9

prayer is an a Prov 28:9

An unjust man is an a Prov 29:27

incense is an a Is 1:13

and place there the a Dan 11:31

the a of desolation Dan 12:11

the ‘a of desolation,’Matt 24:15

among men is an a Luke 16:15

ABOMINATIONS

to follow the a Deut 18:9

delights in their a Is 66:3

will put away your a Jer 4:1

your harlotry, your a Jer 13:27

will see greater a Ezek 8:6

a which they commit Ezek 8:17

you, throw away the a Ezek 20:7

show her all her a Ezek 22:2

a golden cup full of a Rev 17:4

of the a of the earth Rev 17:5

ABOUND

lawlessness will a Matt 24:12

the offense might a Rom 5:20

sin that grace may a Rom 6:1

thanksgiving to a 2 Cor 4:15

to make all grace a 2 Cor 9:8

and I know how to a Phil 4:12

that you should a 1 Thess 4:1

things are yours and a 2 Pet 1:8

ABOUNDED

But where sin a Rom 5:20

ABOUNDING

and a in mercy Ps 103:8

immovable, always a 1 Cor 15:58

ABOVE

that is in heaven a Ex 20:4

“He sent from a 2 Sam 22:17

A it stood seraphim Is 6:2

nor a servant a his master Matt 10:24

He who comes from a John 3:31

I am from a John 8:23

been given you from a John 19:11

who is a all Eph 4:6

the name which is a Phil 2:9

things which are a Col 3:1

perfect gift is from a James 1:17

ABRAHAM

Ancestry and family, Gen 11:26–31

Receives God’s call; enters Canaan, Gen 12:1–6

Promised Canaan by God; pitched tent near Bethel, Gen 12:7, 8

Deceives Egyptians concerning Sarai, Gen 12:11–20

Separates from Lot; inherits Canaan, Gen 13

Rescues Lot from captivity, Gen 14:11–16

Gives a tithe to Melchizedek; refuses spoil, Gen 14:18–24

Covenant renewed; promised a son, Gen 15

Takes Hagar as concubine; Ishmael born, Gen 16

Name changed from Abram; circumcision commanded, Gen 17

Entertains Lord and angels, Gen 18:1–15

Intercedes for Sodom, Gen 18:16–33

Deceives Abimelech concerning Sarah, Gen 20

Birth of Isaac, Gen 21:1–7

Sends Hagar and Ishmael away, Gen 21:9–14

Offers Isaac in obedience to God, Gen 22:1–19

Finds wife for Isaac, Gen 24

Marries Keturah; fathers other children; dies, Gen 25:1–10

Friend of God, 2 Chr 20:7

Justified by faith, Rom 4:1–12

Father of true believers, Rom 4:11–25

In the line of faith, Heb 11:8–10

Eternal home of, in heaven, Luke 16:19–25

ABRAM

See ABRAHAM

ABSALOM

Son of David, 2 Sam 3:3

Kills Amnon for raping Tamar; flees from David, 2 Sam 13:20–39

Returns through Joab’s intrigue; reconciled to David, 2 Sam 14

Attempts to usurp throne, 2 Sam 15:1–18:8

Caught and killed by Joab, 2 Sam 18:9–18

Mourned by David, 2 Sam 18:19–19:8

ABSENT

For I indeed, as a 1 Cor 5:3

in the body we are a 2 Cor 5:6

ABSTAIN

we write to them to a Acts 15:20

A from every form 1 Thess 5:22

and commanding to a 1 Tim 4:3

a from fleshly lusts 1 Pet 2:11

ABUNDANCE

is the sound of a 1 Kin 18:41

workmen with you in a 1 Chr 22:15

and a of peace Ps 72:7

nor he who loves a Eccl 5:10

delight itself in a Is 55:2

For out of the a Matt 12:34

put in out of their a Mark 12:44

not consist in the a Luke 12:15

of affliction the a 2 Cor 8:2

above measure by the a 2 Cor 12:7

rich through the a Rev 18:3

ABUNDANT

Longsuffering and a Ps 86:15

slow to anger and a Jon 4:2

in labors more a 2 Cor 11:23

Lord was exceedingly a 1 Tim 1:14

a mercy has begotten 1 Pet 1:3

ABUNDANTLY

a satisfied with the Ps 36:8

may have it more a John 10:10

to do exceedingly a Eph 3:20

to show more a to the Heb 6:17

ACACIA GROVE

Spies sent from, Josh 2:1

Israel’s last camp before crossing the Jordan, Josh 3:1

ACCEPT

For I will a him Job 42:8

a your burnt sacrifice Ps 20:3

offering, I will not a Jer 14:12

Should I a this from Mal 1:13

ACCEPTABLE

sought to find a Eccl 12:10

a time I have heard Is 49:8

proclaim the a year Is 61:2

proclaim the a year Luke 4:19

is that good and a Rom 12:2

finding out what is a Eph 5:10

For this is good an` a 1 Tim 2:3

spiritual sacrifices a 1 Pet 2:5

ACCEPTABLY

we may serve God a Heb 12:28

ACCEPTED

Behold, now is the a 2 Cor 6:2

by which He made us a Eph 1:6

ACCESS

we have a by faith Rom 5:2

we have boldness and a Eph 3:12

ACCOMPLISHED

today the LORD has a 1 Sam 11:13

A desire a is sweet to Prov 13:19

must still be a Luke 22:37

all things were now a John 19:28

ACCORD

and Israel with one a Josh 9:2

serve Him with one a Zeph 3:9

continued with one a Acts 1:14

daily with one a Acts 2:46

what a has Christ with 2 Cor 6:15

love, being of one a Phil 2:2

ACCOUNT

they will give a Matt 12:36

The former a I made Acts 1:1

each of us shall give a Rom 14:12

put that on my a Philem 18

those who must give a Heb 13:17

ACCOUNTED

and He a it to him Gen 15:6

And that was a to him Ps 106:31

his faith is a Rom 4:5

a as sheep for the Rom 8:36

and it was a to him Gal 3:6

and it was a to him James 2:23

ACCURSED

he who is hanged is a Deut 21:23

regarding the a things Josh 7:1

years old shall be a Is 65:20

not know the law is a John 7:49

that I myself were a Rom 9:3

calls Jesus a, and no one 1 Cor 12:3

let him be a Gal 1:8

ACCUSATION

they wrote an a against Ezra 4:6

over His head the a Matt 27:37

they might find an a Luke 6:7

Do not receive an a 1 Tim 5:19

not bring a reviling a 2 Pet 2:11

ACCUSE

anyone or a falsely Luke 3:14

they began to a Him Luke 23:2

think that I shall a John 5:45

ACCUSED

forward and a the Jews Dan 3:8

while He was being a Matt 27:12

ACCUSER

a of our brethren Rev 12:10

ACCUSING

their thoughts a or else Rom 2:15

ACHAIA

Visited by Paul, Acts 18:1, 12

Apollos preaches in, Acts 18:24–28

Gospel proclaimed throughout, 1 Thess 1:7, 8

ACHAN (or Achar)

Sin of, caused Israel’s defeat, Josh 7:1–15

Stoned to death, Josh 7:16–25

Sin of, recalled, Josh 22:20

Also called Achar, 1 Chr 2:7

ACHISH

A king of Gath, 1 Sam 21:10–15

David seeks refuge with, 1 Sam 27:1–12

Forced by Philistine lords to expel David, 1 Sam 29:1–11

Receives Shimei’s servants, 1 Kin 2:39, 40

ACHOR, VALLEY OF

Site of Achan’s stoning, Josh 7:24–26

On Judah’s boundary, Josh 15:7

Promises concerning, Is 65:10

ACHSAH

A daughter of Caleb, 1 Chr 2:49

Given to Othniel, Josh 15:16–19

Given springs of water, Judg 1:12–15

ACKNOWLEDGE

did he a his brothers Deut 33:9

a my transgressions Ps 51:3

in all your ways a Prov 3:6

and Israel does not a Is 63:16

a your iniquity Jer 3:13

let him a that the things 1 Cor 14:37

ACKNOWLEDGED

of Israel, and God a them Ex 2:25

a my sin to You Ps 32:5

ACKNOWLEDGES

there is no one who a Ps 142:4

he who a the Son has 1 John 2:23

ACQUAINT

a yourself with Him Job 22:21

ACQUAINTANCES

All my a watched for Jer 20:10

But all His a Luke 23:49

ACQUAINTED

and are a with all my ways Ps 139:3

a Man of sorrows and a Is 53:3

ACQUIT

at all a the wicked Nah 1:3

ACT

seen every great a Deut 11:7

is time for You to a Ps 119:126

His a, His unusual a Is 28:21

in the very a John 8:4

ACTIONS

by Him a are weighed 1 Sam 2:3

ACTS

LORD, the righteous a Judg 5:11

His a to the children Ps 103:7

declare Your mighty a Ps 145:4

of Your awesome a Ps 145:6

ADAM

Creation of, Gen 1:26, 27; 2:7

Given dominion over the earth, Gen 1:28–30

Given a wife, Gen 2:18–25

Temptation, fall, and exile from Eden, Gen 3

Children of, Gen 4:1, 2; 5:3, 4

Transgression results in sin and death, Rom 5:12–14

— Last or second Adam, an appellation of Christ, Rom 5:14, 15; 1 Cor 15:20–24, 45–48

ADD

You shall not a Deut 4:2

Do not a to His words Prov 30:6

ADDED

things shall be a Matt 6:33

And the Lord a to the Acts 2:47

many people were a Acts 11:24

It was a because of Gal 3:19

ADMINISTERS

a justice for the Deut 10:18

ADMONISH

also to a one another Rom 15:14

a him as a brother 2 Thess 3:15

ADMONISHED

further, my son, be a Eccl 12:12

Angel of the LORD a Zech 3:6

ADMONISHING

a one another in Col 3:16

ADMONITION

were written for our a 1 Cor 10:11

in the training and a Eph 6:4

ADONIJAH

David’s fourth son, 2 Sam 3:2, 4

Attempts to usurp throne, 1 Kin 1:5–53

Desires Abishag as wife, 1 Kin 2:13–18

Executed by Solomon, 1 Kin 2:19–25

ADONIRAM (or Adoram)

Official under David, Solomon, and Rehoboam, 2 Sam 20:24; 1 Kin 5:14; 12:18

Stoned by angry Israelites, 1 Kin 12:18

Called Hadoram, 2 Chr 10:18

ADOPTION

the Spirit of a Rom 8:15

waiting for the a Rom 8:23

to whom pertain the a Rom 9:4

we might receive the a Gal 4:5

a as sons by Jesus Eph 1:5

ADORN

a the monuments Matt 23:29

also, that the women a 1 Tim 2:9

ADORNED

By His Spirit He a Job 26:13

You shall again be a Jer 31:4

temple, how it was a Luke 21:5

also a themselves 1 Pet 3:5

prepared as a bride a Rev 21:2

ADRIFT

A among the dead Ps 88:5

ADULTERER

the a and the adulteress Lev 20:10

The eye of the a Job 24:15

ADULTERERS

the land is full of a Jer 23:10

nor idolaters, nor a 1 Cor 6:9

a God will judge Heb 13:4

A and adulteresses James 4:4

ADULTERIES

I have seen your a Jer 13:27

her sight, and her a Hos 2:2

evil thoughts, a Mark 7:21

ADULTEROUS

evil and a generation Matt 12:39

ADULTERY

You shall not commit a Ex 20:14

Whoever commits a Prov 6:32

Israel had committed a Jer 3:8

already committed a Matt 5:28

is divorced commits a Matt 5:32

another commits a Mark 10:11

a woman caught in a John 8:3

those who commit a Rev 2:22

ADVANTAGE

a will it be to You Job 35:3

man has no a over Eccl 3:19

a that I go away John 16:7

What a then has the Rom 3:1

Satan should take a 2 Cor 2:11

no one should take a 1 Thess 4:6

people to gain a Jude 16

ADVERSARIES

The a of the LORD 1 Sam 2:10

rid Myself of My a Is 1:24

a will not be able Luke 21:15

and there are many a 1 Cor 16:9

terrified by your a Phil 1:28

will devour the a Heb 10:27

ADVERSARY

in the way as an a Num 22:22

battle he become our a 1 Sam 29:4

how long will the a Ps 74:10

a has spread his hand Lam 1:10

Agree with your a Matt 5:25

justice for me from my a Luke 18:3

opportunity to the a 1 Tim 5:14

your a the devil walks 1 Pet 5:8

ADVERSITIES

you from all your a 1 Sam 10:19

known my soul in a Ps 31:7

ADVERSITY

them with every a 2 Chr 15:6

I shall never be in a Ps 10:6

from the days of a Ps 94:13

brother is born for a Prov 17:17

faint in the day of a Prov 24:10

the day of a consider Eccl 7:14

you the bread of a Is 30:20

ADVICE

And blessed is your a 1 Sam 25:33

in this I give my a 2 Cor 8:10

ADVOCATE

we have an A with the 1 John 2:1

AFAR

and worship from a Ex 24:1

sons shall come from a Is 60:4

and not a God a Jer 23:23

and saw Abraham a Luke 16:23

to all who are a Acts 2:39

to you who were a Eph 2:17

but having seen them a Heb 11:13

AFFAIRS

he will guide his a Ps 112:5

I may hear of your a Phil 1:27

himself with the a 2 Tim 2:4

AFFECTION

to his wife the a 1 Cor 7:3

for you all with the a Phil 1:8

if any a and mercy Phil 2:1

AFFECTIONATE

Be kindly a to one Rom 12:10

AFFIRM

you to a constantly Titus 3:8

AFFLICT

a them with their Ex 1:11

oath to a her soul Num 30:13

may be bound to a you Judg 16:6

a the descendants 1 Kin 11:39

will hear, and a them Ps 55:19

a Your heritage Ps 94:5

a man to a his soul Is 58:5

to destroy, and to a Jer 31:28

For He does not a Lam 3:33

deal with all who a Zeph 3:19

AFFLICTED

“Why have You a Num 11:11

and the Almighty has a Ruth 1:21

To him who is a Job 6:14

hears the cry of the a Job 34:28

You a the peoples Ps 44:2

Before I was a Ps 119:67

I am a very much Ps 119:107

Many a time they have a Ps 129:1

the cause of the a Ps 140:12

days of the a are evil Prov 15:15

Smitten by God, and a Is 53:4

oppressed and He was a Is 53:7

“O you a one Is 54:11

Why have we a our Is 58:3

and satisfy the a Is 58:10

her virgins are a Lam 1:4

she has relieved the a 1 Tim 5:10

being destitute, a Heb 11:37

AFFLICTING

A the just and taking Amos 5:12

AFFLICTION

in the land of my a Gen 41:52

the bread of a Deut 16:3

indeed look on the a 1 Sam 1:11

LORD saw that the a 2 Kin 14:26

a take hold of me Job 30:16

days of a confront me Job 30:27

held in the cords of a Job 36:8

of death, bound in a Ps 107:10

is my comfort in my a Ps 119:50

and it is an evil a Eccl 6:2

a He was afflicted Is 63:9

refuge in the day of a Jer 16:19

“O LORD, behold my a Lam 1:9

not grieved for the a Amos 6:6

For our light a 2 Cor 4:17

supposing to add a Phil 1:16

the word in much a 1 Thess 1:6

AFRAID

garden, and I was a Gen 3:10

saying, “Do not be a Gen 15:1

his face, for he was a Ex 3:6

none will make you a Lev 26:6

of whom you are a Deut 7:19

I will not be a Ps 3:6

ungodliness made me a Ps 18:4

Do not be a when one Ps 49:16

Whenever I am a Ps 56:3

farthest parts are a Ps 65:8

nor be a of their threats Is 8:12

no one will make them a Is 17:2

that you should be a Is 51:12

dream which made me a Dan 4:5

do not be a Matt 14:27

if you do evil, be a Rom 13:4

do good and are not a 1 Pet 3:6

AFTERWARD

A he will let you go Ex 11:1

a we will speak Job 18:2

a receive me to glory Ps 73:24

you shall follow Me a John 13:36

the firstfruits, a 1 Cor 15:23

AGAG

A king of Amalek in Balaam’s prophecy, Num 24:7

— Amalekite king spared by Saul, but slain by Samuel, 1 Sam 15:8, 9, 20–24, 32, 33

AGAIN

day He will rise a Matt 20:19

‘You must be born a John 3:7

to renew them a Heb 6:6

having been born a 1 Pet 1:23

AGAINST

his hand shall be a Gen 16:12

I will set My face a Lev 20:3

come to ‘set a man a Matt 10:35

or house divided a Matt 12:25

not with Me is a Me Matt 12:30

blasphemy a the Spirit Matt 12:31

For nation will rise a Matt 24:7

out, as a a robber Matt 26:55

I have sinned a Luke 15:18

lifted up his heel a John 13:18

LORD and a His Christ Acts 4:26

to kick a the goads Acts 9:5

all men everywhere a Acts 21:28

let us not fight a Acts 23:9

a the promises of God Gal 3:21

we do not wrestle a Eph 6:12

I have a few things a Rev 2:20

AGE

well advanced in a Gen 18:11

Israel were dim with a Gen 48:10

the flower of their a 1 Sam 2:33

the grave at a full a Job 5:26

a is as nothing Ps 39:5

and in the a to come Mark 10:30

“The sons of this a Luke 20:34

He is of a John 9:21

who are of full a Heb 5:14

the powers of the a Heb 6:5

AGED

Wisdom is with a Job 12:12

a one as Paul, the a Philem 9 

AGES

ordained before the a 1 Cor 2:7

in other a was not Eph 3:5

at the end of the a Heb 9:26

AGONY

And being in a Luke 22:44

AGREE

A with your adversary Matt 5:25

that if two of you a Matt 18:19

testimonies did not a Mark 14:56

and these three a 1 John 5:8

AGREED

unless they are a Amos 3:3

they were glad, and a Luke 22:5

AGREEMENT

with Sheol we are in a Is 28:15

the North to make an a Dan 11:6

what a has the temple 2 Cor 6:16

AHAB

A wicked king of Israel, 1 Kin 16:29

Marries Jezebel; promotes Baal worship, 1 Kin 16:31–33; 18:17–46

Denounced by Elijah, 1 Kin 17:1

Wars against Ben-Hadad, 1 Kin 20:1–43

Covets Naboth’s vineyard, 1 Kin 21:1–16

Death predicted; repentance delays judgment, 1 Kin 21:17–29

Goes to war in spite of Micaiah’s warning; killed in battle, 1 Kin. 22:1–37

Prophecy concerning, fulfilled, 1 Kin 22:38

— Lying prophet, Jer 29:21–23

AHASUERUS

The father of Darius the Mede, Dan 9:1

— Persian king, probably Xerxes I, 486–465 B.C., Ezra 4:6; Esth 1:1

Makes Esther queen, Esth 2:16, 17

Orders Jews annihilated, by Haman’s advice, Esth 3:8–15

Reverses decree at Esther’s request, Esth 7; 8

Exalts Mordecai, Esth 10:1–3

AHAZ

King of Judah; pursues idolatry; submits to Assyrian rule; desecrates the temple, 2 Kin 16

Defeated by Syria and Israel, 2 Chr 28:5–15

Comforted by Isaiah; refuses to ask a sign, Is 7:1–17

AHAZIAH

King of Israel; son of Ahab and Jezebel; worships Baal, 1 Kin 22:51–53

Falls through lattice; calls on Baal-Zebub; dies according to Elijah’s word, 2 Kin 1:2–18

— King of Judah; Ahab’s son-in-law; reigns wickedly, 2 Kin 8:25–29; 2 Chr 22:1–6

Killed by Jehu, 2 Kin 9:27–29; 2 Chr 22:7–9

AHIJAH

A prophet of Shiloh who foretells division of Solomon’s kingdom, 1 Kin 11:29–39

Foretells elimination of Jeroboam’s line, 1 Kin 14:1–18

A writer of prophecy, 2 Chr 9:29

AHIKAM

Sent in Josiah’s mission to Huldah, 2 Kin 22:12–14

Protects Jeremiah, Jer 26:24

The father of Gedaliah, governor under Nebuchadnezzar, 2 Kin 25:22; Jer 39:14

AHIMAAZ

A son of Zadok the high priest, 1 Chr 6:8, 9

Warns David of Absalom’s plans, 2 Sam 15:27, 36

First to tell David of Absalom’s defeat, 2 Sam 18:19–30

AHIMELECH

High priest in Saul’s reign; helps David, 1 Sam 21:1–9

Betrayed and killed by Doeg; son Abiathar escapes, 1 Sam 22:9–20

David writes concerning, Ps 52

AHINOAM

Wife of David, 1 Sam 25:43; 27:3; 30:5, 18

Mother of Amnon, 2 Sam 3:2

AHITHOPHEL

David’s counselor, 2 Sam 15:12

Joins Absalom’s insurrection; counsels him, 2 Sam 15:31; 16:20–23

His counsel rejected; commits suicide, 2 Sam 17:1–23

AI

Israel defeated at, Josh 7:2–5

Israel destroys completely, Josh 8:1–28

AIDE

the king’s personal a Acts 12:20

AIJALON

Amorites not driven from, Judg 1:35

Miracle there, Josh 10:12, 13

City of refuge, 1 Chr 6:66–69

Fortified by Rehoboam, 2 Chr 11:5, 10

Captured by Philistines, 2 Chr 28:18

AIR

the birds of the a Gen 1:26

of the a have nests Luke 9:58

as one who beats the a 1 Cor 9:26

be speaking into the a 1 Cor 14:9

of the power of the a Eph 2:2

meet the Lord in the a 1 Thess 4:17

his bowl into the a Rev 16:17

AKEL DAMA

Field called “Field of Blood,” Acts 1:19

ALARM

to sound the a against 2 Chr 13:12

A day of trumpet and a Zeph 1:16

ALEXANDER

A member of the high-priestly family, Acts 4:6

— A Jew in Ephesus, Acts 19:33, 34

— An apostate condemned by Paul, 1 Tim 1:19, 20

ALEXANDRIA

Men of, persecute Stephen, Acts 6:9

Paul sails in ship of, Acts 27:6

ALIEN

because you were an a Deut 23:7

I am an a in their Job 19:15

who turn away an a Mal 3:5

ALIENATED

a herself from them Ezek 23:17

darkened, being a Eph 4:18

you, who once were a Col 1:21

ALIENS

For we are a and 1 Chr 29:15

For I have loved a Jer 2:25

A have devoured his Hos 7:9

without Christ, being a Eph 2:12

the armies of the a Heb 11:34

ALIKE

All things come a Eccl 9:2

esteems every day a Rom 14:5

ALIVE

in the ark remained a Gen 7:23

with them went down a Num 16:33

LORD your God are a Deut 4:4

I kill and I make a Deut 32:39

Let them go down a Ps 55:15

he preserves himself a Ezek 18:27

heard that He was a Mark 16:11

son was dead and is a Luke 15:24

presented Himself a Acts 1:3

dead indeed to sin, but a Rom 6:11

I was a once without Rom 7:9

all shall be made a 1 Cor 15:22

trespasses, made us a Eph 2:5

flesh, He has made a Col 2:13

that we who are a 1 Thess 4:15

the flesh but made a 1 Pet 3:18

and behold, I am a Rev 1:18

a name that you are a Rev 3:1

These two were cast a Rev 19:20

ALL

for this is man’s a Eccl 12:13

ALLELUIA

Again they said, “A Rev 19:3

ALLOW

a Your Holy One Ps 16:10

a My faithfulness Ps 89:33

nor do you a those Matt 23:13

a Your Holy One Acts 2:27

who will not a 1 Cor 10:13

ALLOWED

bygone generations a Acts 14:16

ALLURE

behold, I will a Hos 2:14

they a through the lusts 2 Pet 2:18

ALMOND

a blossoms on one Ex 25:33

a tree blossoms Eccl 12:5

ALMOST

for me, my feet had a Ps 73:2

a persuade me to Acts 26:28

a all things are Heb 9:22

ALMS

But rather give a Luke 11:41

you have and give a Luke 12:33

I came to bring a Acts 24:17

ALOES

with myrrh and a Ps 45:8

my bed with myrrh, a Prov 7:17

mixture of myrrh and a John 19:39

ALPHA

I am the A and the Rev 1:8

I am the A and the Rev 22:13

ALTAR

Then Noah built an a Gen 8:20

An a of earth you Ex 20:24

a shall be kept Lev 6:9

it to you upon the a Lev 17:11

offering for the a Num 7:84

called the a Witness Josh 22:34

and tear down the a Judg 6:25

“Go up, erect an a 2 Sam 24:18

cried out against the a 1 Kin 13:2

I will go to the a Ps 43:4

there will be an a Is 19:19

Lord has spurned His a Lam 2:7

you cover the a Mal 2:13

your gift to the a Matt 5:23

swears by the a Matt 23:18

I even found an a Acts 17:23

the offerings of the a 1 Cor 9:13

partakers of the a 1 Cor 10:18

We have an a from Heb 13:10

Isaac his son on the a James 2:21

and stood at the a Rev 8:3

ALTARS

a Hezekiah has taken 2 Kin 18:22

Even Your a, O LORD Ps 84:3

on the horns of your a Jer 17:1

a shall be broken Ezek 6:4

has made many a Hos 8:11

a shall be heaps Hos 12:11

destruction on the a Amos 3:14

and torn down Your a Rom 11:3

ALTERED

of His face was a Luke 9:29

ALWAYS

delight, rejoicing a Prov 8:30

the poor with you a Matt 26:11

Me you do not have a Matt 26:11

lo, I am with you a Matt 28:20

‘Son, you are a Luke 15:31

men a ought to pray Luke 18:1

immovable, a abounding 1 Cor 15:58

Rejoice in the Lord a Phil 4:4

thus we shall a 1 Thess 4:17

a be ready to give a 1 Pet 3:15

AM

to Moses, “I A WHO I A Ex 3:14

First and I a the Last Is 44:6

in My name, I a there Matt 18:20

I a the bread of life John 6:35

I a the light of the John 8:12

I a from above John 8:23

Abraham was, I A John 8:58

I a the door John 10:9

I a the good shepherd John 10:11

I a the resurrection John 11:25

to him, “I a the way John 14:6

of God I a what I a 1 Cor 15:10

AMALEK

Grandson of Esau, Gen 36:11, 12

A chief of Edom, Gen 36:16

First among nations, Num 24:20

AMALEKITES

Destruction predicted, Ex 17:14; Deut 25:17–19

Defeated by Israel, Ex 17:8–13; Judg 7:12–25; 1 Sam 14:47, 48; 27:8, 9; 1 Chr 4:42, 43

Overcome Israel, Num 14:39–45; Judg 3:13

AMASA

Commands Absalom’s rebels, 2 Sam 17:25

Made David’s commander, 2 Sam 19:13

Treacherously killed by Joab, 2 Sam 20:9–12

Death avenged, 1 Kin 2:28–34

AMAZED

trembled and were a Mark 16:8

AMAZIAH

King of Judah; kills his father’s assassinators, 2 Kin 14:1–6; 2 Chr 25:1–4

Hires troops from Israel; is rebuked by a man of God; sends troops home, 2 Chr 25:5–10

Defeats Edomites; worships their gods, 2 Chr 25:11–16

Wars with Israel, 2 Kin 14:8–14; 2 Chr 25:17–24

Killed by conspirators, 2 Chr 25:25–28

AMBASSADOR

but a faithful a Prov 13:17

for which I am an a Eph 6:20

AMBASSADORS

cry outside, the a Is 33:7

we are a for Christ 2 Cor 5:20

AMBITION

Christ from selfish a Phil 1:16

through selfish a Phil 2:3

AMEN

uninformed say “A 1 Cor 14:16

are Yes, and in Him A 2 Cor 1:20

creatures said, “A Rev 5:14

AMEND

A your ways and your Jer 7:3

from his evil way, a Jer 35:15

AMMON

A nation fathered by Lot, Gen 19:36, 38

AMMONITES

Excluded from assembly for hostility to Israel, Deut 23:3–6

Propose cruel treaty; conquered by Saul, 1 Sam 11:1–3, 11

Abuse David’s ambassadors; conquered by his army, 2 Sam 10:1–14

Harass postexilic Jews, Neh 4:3, 7, 8

Defeated by Israel and Judah, Judg 11:4–33; 2 Chr 20:1–25; 27:5, 6

Prophecies concerning, Ps 83:1–18; Jer 25:9–21; Ezek 25:1–7; Amos 1:13–15; Zeph 2:9–11

AMNON

A son of David, 2 Sam 3:2

Rapes his half sister, 2 Sam 13:1–18

Killed by Absalom, 2 Sam 13:19–29

AMON

King of Judah, 2 Kin 21:18, 19

Follows evil, 2 Chr 33:22, 23

Killed by conspiracy, 2 Kin 21:23, 24

— A governor of Samaria, 1 Kin 22:10, 26

AMORITES

Defeated by Joshua, Josh 10:1–43

Not driven out of Canaan, Judg 1:34–36

Put to forced labor under Solomon, 1 Kin 9:20, 21

AMOS

A prophet of Israel, Amos 1:1

Pronounces judgment against nations, Amos 1:1–3, 15

Denounces Israel’s sins, Amos 4:1–7:9

Condemns Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, Amos 7:10–17

Predicts Israel’s downfall, Amos 9:1–10

Foretells great blessings, Amos 9:11–15

AMRAM

Son of Kohath, Num 3:17–19

The father of Aaron, Moses, and Miriam, Ex 6:18–20; 1 Chr 6:3

ANAKIM

A race of giants; very strong, Num 13:28–33; Deut 2:10, 11, 21

Defeated

by Joshua, Josh 10:36–39; 11:21

by Caleb, Josh 14:6–15

ANANIAS

Disciple at Jerusalem; slain for lying to God, Acts 5:1–11

— A Christian disciple at Damascus, Acts 9:10–19; 22:12–16

— A Jewish high priest, Acts 23:1–5

ANATHOTH

A Levitical city in Benjamin, Josh 21:18

Jeremiah’s birthplace; he buys property there, Jer 1:1; 32:6–15

To be invaded by Assyria, Is 10:30

ANCHOR

hope we have as an a Heb 6:19

ANCIENT

Do not remove the a Prov 23:10

a times that I Is 37:26

until the A of Days Dan 7:22

ANDREW

A disciple of John the Baptist, then of Christ, Matt 4:18, 19; John 1:40–42

Enrolled among the Twelve, Matt 10:2

Mentioned, Mark 13:3, 4; John 6:8, 9; 12:20–22; Acts 1:13

ANGEL

Now the A of the LORD Gen 16:7

A who has redeemed me Gen 48:16

“Behold, I send an A Ex 23:20

the donkey saw the A Num 22:23

For I have seen the A Judg 6:22

Manoah said to the A Judg 13:17

in my sight as an a 1 Sam 29:9

a who was destroying 2 Sam 24:16

night that the a 2 Kin 19:35

the A of His Presence Is 63:9

struggled with the A Hos 12:4

standing before the A Zech 3:3

like God, like the A Zech 12:8

things, behold, an a Matt 1:20

for an a of the Lord Matt 28:2

Then an a of the Lord Luke 1:11

And behold, an a Luke 2:9

a appeared to Him from Luke 22:43

For an a went down at John 5:4

a has spoken to Him John 12:29

But at night an a Acts 5:19

A who appeared to him Acts 7:35

Then immediately an a Acts 12:23

and no a or spirit Acts 23:8

a has spoken to him Acts 23:9

by me this night an a Acts 27:23

himself into an a 2 Cor 11:14

even if we, or an a Gal 1:8

Then I saw a strong a Rev 5:2

over them the a Rev 9:11

Then I saw an a Rev 19:17

Jesus, have sent My a Rev 22:16

ANGELS

If He charges His a Job 4:18

lower than the a Ps 8:5

He shall give His a Ps 91:11

Praise Him, all His a Ps 148:2

He shall give His a Matt 4:6

a will come forth Matt 13:49

a always see the face Matt 18:10

but are like a Matt 22:30

not even the a Matt 24:36

and all the holy a Matt 25:31

twelve legions of a Matt 26:53

the presence of the a Luke 15:10

was carried by the a Luke 16:22

are equal to the a Luke 20:36

And she saw two a John 20:12

that we shall judge a 1 Cor 6:3

head, because of the a 1 Cor 11:10

and worship of a Col 2:18

with His mighty a 2 Thess 1:7

the Spirit, seen by a 1 Tim 3:16

much better than the a Heb 1:4

does not give aid to a Heb 2:16

company of a Heb 12:22

entertained a Heb 13:2

things which a desire 1 Pet 1:12

did not spare the a 2 Pet 2:4

a who did not keep Jude 6

Michael and his a Rev 12:7

ANGER

Cursed be their a Gen 49:7

sun, that the fierce a Num 25:4

fierceness of His a Deut 13:17

of this great a Deut 29:24

So the a of the LORD Judg 10:7

to provoke Me to a 1 Kin 16:2

For His a is but for a Ps 30:5

a time He turned His a Ps 78:38

made a path for His a Ps 78:50

You prolong Your a Ps 85:5

the power of Your a Ps 90:11

gracious, slow to a Ps 103:8

Nor will He keep His a Ps 103:9

harsh word stirs up a Prov 15:1

a sins against his own Prov 20:2

a rests in the bosom Eccl 7:9

a the Holy One of Is 1:4

a is not turned away Is 5:25

a is turned away Is 12:1

‘I will not cause My a Jer 3:12

For great is the a Jer 36:7

and I will send My a Ezek 7:3

does not retain His a Mic 7:18

fierceness of His a Nah 1:6

a is kindled against Zech 10:3

around at them with a Mark 3:5

bitterness, wrath, a Eph 4:31

ANGRY

Cain, “Why are you a Gen 4:6

“Let not the Lord be a Gen 18:30

the Son, lest He be a Ps 2:12

judge, and God is a Ps 7:11

When once You are a Ps 76:7

Will you be a forever Ps 79:5

friendship with an a Prov 22:24

backbiting tongue an a Prov 25:23

a man stirs up strife Prov 29:22

in your spirit to be a Eccl 7:9

I was a with My people Is 47:6

nor will I always be a Is 57:16

covetousness I was a Is 57:17

right for you to be a Jon 4:4

LORD has been very a Zech 1:2

I am exceedingly a Zech 1:15

you that whoever is a Matt 5:22

“Be a, and do not sin” Eph 4:26

Therefore I was a Heb 3:10

with whom was He a Heb 3:17

The nations were a Rev 11:18

ANGUISH

a has come upon me 2 Sam 1:9

I will be in a over my Ps 38:18

trouble and a have overtaken Ps 119:143

longer remembers the a John 16:21

tribulation and a Rom 2:9

much affliction and a 2 Cor 2:4

ANIMAL

of every clean a Gen 7:2

Whoever kills an a Lev 24:18

the life of his a Prov 12:10

set him on his own a Luke 10:34

ANIMALS

of a after their kind Gen 6:20

sacrifices of fat a Ps 66:15

of four-footed a Acts 10:12

and four-footed a Rom 1:23

ANISE

tithe of mint and a Matt 23:23

ANNA

Aged prophetess, Luke 2:36–38

ANNAS

A Jewish high priest, Luke 3:2

Christ appeared before, John 18:12–24

Peter and John appeared before, Acts 4:6

ANNUL

and who will a Is 14:27

years later, cannot a Gal 3:17

ANNULLING

one hand there is an a Heb 7:18

ANNULS

is confirmed, no one a Gal 3:15

ANOINT

You shall a them Ex 28:41

but you shall not a Deut 28:40

you shall a for Me the 1 Sam 16:3

a yourself with oil 2 Sam 14:2

a my head with oil Ps 23:5

Arise, you princes, a Is 21:5

a the Most Holy Dan 9:24

when you fast, a Matt 6:17

a My body for burial Mark 14:8

they might come and a Mark 16:1

a your eyes with eye Rev 3:18

ANOINTED

the priest, who is a Lev 16:32

“Surely the LORD’s a 1 Sam 16:6

destroy the LORD’s a 2 Sam 1:14

he cursed the LORD’s a 2 Sam 19:21

shows mercy to His a 2 Sam 22:51

“Do not touch My a 1 Chr 16:22

the LORD saves His a Ps 20:6

because the LORD has a Is 61:1

“These are the two a Zech 4:14

Because He has a Luke 4:18

but this woman has a Luke 7:46

a the eyes of the John 9:6

It was that Mary who a John 11:2

Jesus, whom You a Acts 4:27

and has a us is God 2 Cor 1:21

ANOINTING

also made the holy a Ex 37:29

a oil on Aaron’s head Lev 8:12

destroyed because of the a Is 10:27

pray over him, a him James 5:14

But you have an a 1 John 2:20

but as the same a 1 John 2:27

ANOTHER

that you love one a John 13:34

and He will give you a John 14:16

‘Let a take his Acts 1:20

ANSWER

will give Pharaoh an a Gen 41:16

a I should take back 2 Sam 24:13

Him, he could not a Job 9:3

Call, and I will a Job 13:22

how shall I a Him Job 31:14

and you shall a Job 40:7

the day that I call, a Ps 102:2

In Your faithfulness a Ps 143:1

a turns away wrath Prov 15:1

A man has joy by the a Prov 15:23

He who gives a right a Prov 24:26

a a fool according Prov 26:4

was there none to a Is 50:2

for there is no a Mic 3:7

or what you should a Luke 12:11

you may have an a 2 Cor 5:12

ought to a each one Col 4:6

ANSWERS

a a matter before he Prov 18:13

but the rich a Prov 18:23

money a everything Eccl 10:19

ANT

Go to the a Prov 6:6

ANTICHRIST

heard that the A 1 John 2:18

a who denies the 1 John 2:22

is the spirit of the A 1 John 4:3

is a deceiver and an a 2 John 7 

ANTIOCH

— In Syria:

First Gentile church established, Acts 11:19–21

Disciples first called “Christians” in, Acts 11:26

Church commissions Paul, Acts 13:1–4; 15:35–41

Church troubled by Judaizers, Acts 15:1–4; Gal 2:11–21

— In Pisidia:

Paul visits; Jews reject the gospel, Acts 13:14, 42–51

ANTITYPE

a which now saves us 1 Pet 3:21

ANXIETIES

the multitude of my a Ps 94:19

Try me, and know my a Ps 139:23

ANXIETY

A in the heart of man Prov 12:25

eat their bread with a Ezek 12:19

ANXIOUS

drink, nor have an a Luke 12:29

Be a for nothing Phil 4:6

APART

that you shall set a Ex 13:12

she shall be set a Lev 15:19

the LORD has set a Ps 4:3

justified by faith a Rom 3:28

APOLLOS

An Alexandrian Jew; instructed by Aquila and Priscilla and sent to Achaia, Acts 18:24–28

Referred to as having ministered in Corinth, 1 Cor 1:12; 3:4, 22; 4:6; 16:12

APOLLYON

Angel of the bottomless pit, Rev 9:11

APOSTLE

called to be an a Rom 1:1

inasmuch as I am an a Rom 11:13

Am I not an a 1 Cor 9:1

the signs of an a were 2 Cor 12:12

a preacher and an a 1 Tim 2:7

consider the A Heb 3:1

APOSTLES

of the twelve a Matt 10:2

whom He also named a Luke 6:13

of note among the a Rom 16:7

displayed us, the a 1 Cor 4:9

first a, second prophets 1 Cor 12:28

am the least of the a 1 Cor 15:9

to the most eminent a 2 Cor 11:5

themselves into a 2 Cor 11:13

none of the other a Gal 1:19

gave some to be a Eph 4:11

who say they are a Rev 2:2

heaven, and you holy a Rev 18:20

APOSTLESHIP

in this ministry and a Acts 1:25

received grace and a Rom 1:5

are the seal of my a 1 Cor 9:2

in Peter for the a Gal 2:8

APPAREL

is glorious in His a Is 63:1

clothed with foreign a Zeph 1:8

by them in white a Acts 1:10

themselves in modest a 1 Tim 2:9

gold rings, in fine a James 2:2

or putting on fine a 1 Pet 3:3

APPEAL

I a to Caesar Acts 25:11

love’s sake I rather a Philem 9 

APPEAR

and let the dry land a Gen 1:9

all your males shall a Ex 23:17

all Israel comes to a Deut 31:11

shall I come and a Ps 42:2

Let Your work a Ps 90:16

He shall a in His Ps 102:16

doings your sins a Ezek 21:24

faces that they may a Matt 6:16

also outwardly a Matt 23:28

kingdom of God would a Luke 19:11

For we must all a 2 Cor 5:10

for Him He will a Heb 9:28

and the sinner a 1 Pet 4:18

APPEARANCE

Do not look at his a 1 Sam 16:7

a is blacker than soot Lam 4:8

As He prayed, the a Luke 9:29

judge according to a John 7:24

those who boast in a 2 Cor 5:12

to the outward a 2 Cor 10:7

found in a as a man Phil 2:8

indeed have an a Col 2:23

APPEARED

an angel of the Lord a Luke 1:11

who a in glory and Luke 9:31

brings salvation has a Titus 2:11

of the ages, He has a Heb 9:26

APPEARING

Lord Jesus Christ’s a 1 Tim 6:14

been revealed by the a 2 Tim 1:10

and the dead at His a 2 Tim 4:1

who have loved His a 2 Tim 4:8

hope and glorious a Titus 2:13

APPEARS

can stand when He a Mal 3:2

who is our life a Col 3:4

the Chief Shepherd a 1 Pet 5:4

in Him, that when He a 1 John 2:28

APPETITE

or satisfy the a Job 38:39

are a man given to a Prov 23:2

APPLE

He kept him as the a Deut 32:10

And my law as the a Prov 7:2

Like an a tree among Song 2:3

touches the a of His eye Zech 2:8

APPLES

fitly spoken is like a Prov 25:11

refresh me with a Song 2:5

APPLIED

a my heart to know Eccl 7:25

APPOINT

I will even a terror Lev 26:16

a each of them to his Num 4:19

a me ruler over the 2 Sam 6:21

a salvation for walls Is 26:1

For God did not a 1 Thess 5:9

a elders in every city Titus 1:5

APPOINTED

You have a his limits Job 14:5

To release those a Ps 102:20

And as it is a for men Heb 9:27

APPROACH

a anyone who is near Lev 18:6

And cause to a You Ps 65:4

year, make those who a Heb 10:1

APPROACHING

take delight in a God Is 58:2

as you see the Day a Heb 10:25

APPROVE

their posterity who a Ps 49:13

do the same but also a Rom 1:32

a the things that Rom 2:18

a the things that are Phil 1:10

APPROVED

to God and a by men Rom 14:18

to present yourself a 2 Tim 2:15

when he has been a James 1:12

AQUILA

Paul’s host in Corinth, Acts 18:2, 3

Travels to Syria and Ephesus with Paul, Acts 18:18, 19

Instructs Apollos, Acts 18:24–26

Esteemed by Paul, Rom 16:3, 4

AR

A chief Moabite city, Num 21:15

On Israel’s route, Deut 2:18

Destroyed by Sihon, Num 21:28

Destroyed by God, Is 15:1

ARABIA

Pays tribute to Solomon, 1 Kin 10:14, 15

Plunders Jerusalem, 2 Chr 21:16, 17

Defeated by Uzziah, 2 Chr 26:1, 7

Denounced by prophets, Is 21:13–17

ARARAT

Site of ark’s landing, Gen 8:4

Assassins flee to, 2 Kin 19:37; Is 37:38

ARAUNAH (or Ornan)

A Jebusite, 2 Sam 24:15–25

His threshing floor bought by David, 2 Sam 24:18–25

becomes site of temple, 2 Chr 3:1

Also called Ornan, 1 Chr 21:18–28

ARBITRATOR

a judge or an a over Luke 12:14

ARCHANGEL

with the voice of an a 1 Thess 4:16

Yet Michael the a Jude 9 

ARCHELAUS

Son of Herod the Great, Matt 2:22

AREOPAGUS

Paul preaches at, Acts 17:18–34

ARGUMENTS

fill my mouth with a Job 23:4

casting down a and 2 Cor 10:5

ARIEL

Ezra’s friend, Ezra 8:15–17

— Name applied to Jerusalem, Is 29:1, 2, 7

ARISE

needy, now I will a Ps 12:5

A for our help Ps 44:26

Let God a Ps 68:1

A, shine; for your light Is 60:1

But the LORD will a Is 60:2





Righteousness shall a Mal 4:2

I will a and go to Luke 15:18

you who sleep, a Eph 5:14

ARISTARCHUS

A Macedonian Christian, Acts 19:29

Accompanies Paul, Acts 20:1, 4

Imprisoned with Paul, Col 4:10

ARK

Make yourself an a Gen 6:14

she took an a of bulrushes Ex 2:3

Bezalel made the a Ex 37:1

seat which is on the a Lev 16:2

Let us bring the a 1 Sam 4:3

golden censer and the a Heb 9:4

of Noah, while the a 1 Pet 3:20

in heaven, and the a Rev 11:19

ARM

with an outstretched a Ex 6:6

“Has the LORD’s a Num 11:23

With him is an a 2 Chr 32:8

a that has no strength Job 26:2

Have you an a like God Job 40:9

Break the a of the Ps 10:15

You have a mighty a Ps 89:13

a have gained Him the Ps 98:1

a shall rule for Him Is 40:10

therefore His own a Is 59:16

strength with His a Luke 1:51

with an uplifted a Acts 13:17

a yourselves also with 1 Pet 4:1

ARMAGEDDON

See MEGIDDO

Possible site of final battle, Rev 16:16

ARMED

You have a me with 2 Sam 22:40

a strong man, fully a Luke 11:21

ARMIES

make captains of the a Deut 20:9

“I defy the a 1 Sam 17:10

any number to His a Job 25:3

not go out with our a Ps 60:10

And he sent out his a Matt 22:7

surrounded by a Luke 21:20

And the a in heaven Rev 19:14

the earth, and their a Rev 19:19

ARMOR

but he put his a 1 Sam 17:54

spears, put on the a Jer 46:4

let us put on the a Rom 13:12

Put on the whole a Eph 6:11

ARMS

are the everlasting a Deut 33:27

into the clash of a Job 39:21

It is God who a Ps 18:32

My a will judge the Is 51:5

wounds between your a Zech 13:6

took them up in His a Mark 10:16

took Him up in his a Luke 2:28

ARMY

went out before the a 2 Chr 20:21

the multitude of an a Ps 33:16

an exceedingly great a Ezek 37:10

the number of the a Rev 9:16

ARNON

Boundary between Moab and Ammon, Num 21:13, 26

Border of Reuben, Deut 3:12, 16

Ammonites reminded of, Judg 11:18–26

AROMA

smelled a soothing a Gen 8:21

To the one we are the a 2 Cor 2:16

for a sweet-smelling a Eph 5:2

a sweet-smelling a Phil 4:18

AROUSED

the LORD was greatly a Num 11:10

his wrath was a Job 32:2

Then Joseph, being a Matt 1:24

ARPHAXAD

A son of Shem, Gen 10:22, 24

Born two years after the flood, Gen 11:10–13

An ancestor of Christ, Luke 3:36

ARRAYED

his glory was not a Matt 6:29

“Who are these a Rev 7:13

The woman was a Rev 17:4

ARREST

when they a you Mark 13:11

ARROGANCE

Pride and a and the Prov 8:13

I will halt the a Is 13:11

ARROGANT

the fruit of the a Is 10:12

My sanctuary, your a boast Ezek 24:21

ARROW

deliverance and the a 2 Kin 13:17

a cannot make him flee Job 41:28

make ready their a Ps 11:2

a that flies by day Ps 91:5

a sword, and a sharp a Prov 25:18

Their tongue is an a Jer 9:8

as a target for the a Lam 3:12

ARROWS

He sent out a and 2 Sam 22:15

a pierce me deeply Ps 38:2

There He broke the a Ps 76:3

Like a in the hand of Ps 127:4

He has caused the a Lam 3:13

were sworn over Your a Hab 3:9

ARTAXERXES

Artaxerxes I, king of Persia (465–425 B.C.), authorizes Ezra’s mission to Jerusalem, Ezra 7:1–28

Temporarily halts rebuilding program at Jerusalem, Ezra 4:7–23

Authorizes Nehemiah’s mission, Neh 2:1–10

Permits Nehemiah to return, Neh 13:6

ARTEMIS

Worship of, at Ephesus, creates uproar, Acts 19:23–41

ASA

Third king of Judah; restores true worship, 1 Kin 15:8–15; 2 Chr 14–15

Hires Ben-Hadad against Baasha; rebuked by a prophet, 1 Kin 15:16–22; 2 Chr 16:1–10

Diseased, seeks physicians rather than the Lord, 2 Chr 16:12

Death and burial, 2 Chr 16:13, 14

ASAHEL

David’s nephew; captain in his army; noted for valor, 2 Sam 2:18; 23:24; 1 Chr 2:16; 27:7

Killed by Abner, 2 Sam 2:19–23

Avenged by Joab, 2 Sam 3:27, 30

ASAPH

A Levite choir leader under David and Solomon, 1 Chr 15:16–19; 16:1–7; 2 Chr 5:6, 12

Twelve Psalms assigned to, 2 Chr 29:30; Ps 50; 73–83

ASCEND

Who may a into the Ps 24:3

If I a into heaven Ps 139:8

‘I will a into heaven Is 14:13

a as high as the eagle Obad 4

see the Son of Man a John 6:62

ASCENDED

You have a on high Ps 68:18

Who has a into heaven Prov 30:4

No one has a John 3:13

“When He a on high Eph 4:8

also the One who a Eph 4:10

And they a to heaven Rev 11:12

ASCENDING

angels of God were a Gen 28:12

the angels of God a John 1:51

ASCRIBE

a greatness to our God Deut 32:3

a righteousness Job 36:3

A strength to God Ps 68:34

ASENATH

Daughter of Poti-Pherah and wife of Joseph, Gen 41:45

Mother of Manasseh and Ephraim, Gen 41:50–52; 46:20

ASHAMED

I am too a and Ezra 9:6

all my enemies be a Ps 6:10

Let me not be a Ps 25:2

who waits on You be a Ps 25:3

The wise men are a Jer 8:9

forsake You shall be a Jer 17:13

And Israel shall be a Hos 10:6

For whoever is a Mark 8:38

am not a of the gospel Rom 1:16

nothing I shall be a Phil 1:20

Therefore God is not a Heb 11:16

in Christ may be a 1 Pet 3:16

let him not be a 1 Pet 4:16

and not be a before 1 John 2:28

ASHDOD

One of five Philistine cities, Josh 13:3

Seat of Dagon worship, 1 Sam 5:1–8

Opposes Nehemiah, Neh 4:7

Women of, marry Jews, Neh 13:23, 24

Called Azotus, Acts 8:40

ASHER

Jacob’s second son by Zilpah, Gen 30:12, 13

Goes to Egypt with Jacob, Gen 46:8, 17

Blessed by Jacob, Gen 49:20

— Tribe of:

Census of, Num 1:41; 26:47

Slow to fight against Canaanites, Judg 1:31, 32; 5:17

Among Gideon’s army, Judg 6:35; 7:23

A godly remnant among, 2 Chr 30:11

ASHERAH

The female counterpart of Baal, Judg 3:7; 1 Kin 18:19

Image of, erected by Manasseh in the temple, 2 Kin 21:7

Vessels of, destroyed by Josiah, 2 Kin 23:4

— Translated “wooden images,” idols used in the worship of Asherah, Ex 34:13; Deut 12:3; 16:21; 1 Kin 16:32, 33; 2 Kin 23:6, 7

ASHES

are proverbs of a Job 13:12

become like dust and a Job 30:19

For I have eaten a Ps 102:9

He feeds on a Is 44:20

sackcloth and sat in a Jon 3:6

in sackcloth and a Luke 10:13

and the a of a heifer Heb 9:13

ASHKELON

One of five Philistine cities, Josh 13:3; Jer 47:5, 7

Captured by Judah, Judg 1:18

Men of, killed by Samson, Judg 14:19, 20

Repossessed by Philistines, 1 Sam 6:17; 2 Sam 1:20

Doom of, pronounced by the prophets, Jer 47:5, 7; Amos 1:8; Zeph 2:4, 7; Zech 9:5

ASHTAROTH

A city in Bashan; residence of King Og, Deut 1:4; Josh 12:4

Captured by Israel, Josh 9:10

— A general designation of the Canaanite female deities, 1 Sam 7:3, 4; 31:10

ASHTORETH

A mother-goddess worshiped by the Philistines, 1 Sam 31:10

Israel ensnared by, Judg 2:13; 10:6

Worshiped by Solomon, 1 Kin 11:5, 33

Destroyed by Josiah, 2 Kin 23:13

ASIA

Paul forbidden to preach in, Acts 16:6

Paul’s later ministry in, Acts 19:1–26

Seven churches of, Rev 1:4, 11

ASIDE

lay something a, storing 1 Cor 16:2

lay a all filthiness James 1:21

Therefore, laying a 1 Pet 2:1

ASK

“Why is it that you a Gen 32:29

when your children a Josh 4:6

A of Me, and I will give Ps 2:8

“A a sign for yourself Is 7:11

They shall a the way Jer 50:5

the young children a Lam 4:4

A the LORD for rain in Zech 10:1

whatever things you a Matt 21:22

a, and it will be Luke 11:9

that whatever You a John 11:22

a anything in My John 14:14

in that day you will a John 16:23

something, let them a 1 Cor 14:35

above all that we a Eph 3:20

wisdom, let him a James 1:5

But let him a in faith James 1:6

because you do not a James 4:2

hears us, whatever we a 1 John 5:15

ASKS

For everyone who a Matt 7:8

if his son a for bread Matt 7:9

Or if he a for a fish Luke 11:11

ASLEEP

down, and was fast a Jon 1:5

But He was a Matt 8:24

but some have fallen a 1 Cor 15:6

those who are a 1 Thess 4:15

the fathers fell a 2 Pet 3:4

ASSEMBLED

of the God of Israel a Ezra 9:4

behold, the kings a Ps 48:4

ASSEMBLING

not forsaking the a Heb 10:25

ASSEMBLY

to kill this whole a Ex 16:3

It is a sacred a Lev 23:36

a I will praise You Ps 22:22

I have hated the a Ps 26:5

also in the a of the Ps 89:5

to be feared in the a Ps 89:7

will rest in the a of the Prov 21:16

fast, call a sacred a Joel 1:14

people, sanctify the a Joel 2:16

a I will sing praise Heb 2:12

to the general a Heb 12:23

come into your a James 2:2

ASSHUR

One of the sons of Shem; progenitor of the Assyrians, Gen 10:22; 1 Chr 1:17

— The chief god of the Assyrians; seen in names like Ashurbanipal (Osnapper), Ezra 4:10

— A city in Assyria or the nation of Assyria, Num 24:22, 24

ASSURANCE

night, and have no a Deut 28:66

riches of the full a Col 2:2

Spirit and in much a 1 Thess 1:5

to the full a of hope Heb 6:11

a true heart in full a Heb 10:22

ASSURE

a our hearts before 1 John 3:19

ASSURED

I will give you a peace Jer 14:13

learned and been a 2 Tim 3:14

ASSYRIA (or Asshur)

Founded by Nimrod, Gen 10:8–12; Mic 5:6

Agent of God’s purposes, Is 7:17–20; 10:5, 6

Attacks and finally conquers Israel, 2 Kin 15:19, 20, 29; 17:3–41

Invades and threatens Judah, 2 Kin 18:13–37

Hezekiah prays for help against; army miraculously slain, 2 Kin 19:1–35

Prophecies concerning, Num 24:22–24; Is 10:12–19; 14:24, 25; 19:23–25; Hos 10:6; 11:5; Nah 3:1–19

ASTONISHED

Just as many were a Is 52:14

that the people were a Matt 7:28

who heard Him were a Luke 2:47

ASTONISHMENT

you shall become an a Deut 28:37

a has taken hold Jer 8:21

ASTRAY

is a people who go a Ps 95:10

a fool, shall not go a Is 35:8

Their lies lead them a Amos 2:4

and one of them goes a Matt 18:12

‘They always go a Heb 3:10

like sheep going a 1 Pet 2:25

ATHALIAH

Daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, 2 Kin 8:18, 26; 2 Chr 22:2, 3

Kills royal children; usurps throne, 2 Kin 11:1–3; 2 Chr 22:10, 11

Killed in priestly uprising, 2 Kin 11:4–16; 2 Chr 23:1–21

ATHENS

Paul preaches in, Acts 17:15–34

Paul resides in, 1 Thess 3:1

ATONEMENT

a year he shall make a Ex 30:10

priest shall make a Lev 16:30

the blood that makes a Lev 17:11

for it is the Day of A Lev 23:28

what shall I make a 2 Sam 21:3

offerings to make a Neh 10:33

a is provided for Prov 16:6

there will be no a Is 22:14

I provide you an a Ezek 16:63

ATTAIN

It is high, I cannot a Ps 139:6

understanding will a Prov 1:5

How long until they a Hos 8:5

worthy to a that age Luke 20:35

by any means, I may a Phil 3:11

ATTEND

just cause, O LORD, a Ps 17:1

And a to the voice of Ps 86:6

behold, I will a Jer 23:2

ATTENTION

My son, give a to my Prov 4:20

Till I come, give a 1 Tim 4:13

and you pay a to the James 2:3

ATTENTIVE

Let Your ears be a Ps 130:2

the people were very a Luke 19:48

ATTESTED

a Man a by God to you Acts 2:22

AUSTERE

because you are an a Luke 19:21

AUTHOR

For God is not the a 1 Cor 14:33

He became the a Heb 5:9

unto Jesus, the a Heb 12:2

AUTHORITIES

a that exist are Rom 13:1

of God, angels and a 1 Pet 3:22

AUTHORITY

give some of your a Num 27:20

Jew, wrote with full a Esth 9:29

the righteous are in a Prov 29:2

them as one having a Matt 7:29

who are great exercise a Matt 20:25

“All a has been given Matt 28:18

a I will give You Luke 4:6

and has given Him a John 5:27

You have given Him a John 17:2

has put in His own a Acts 1:7

For there is no a Rom 13:1

to have a symbol of a 1 Cor 11:10

and all who are in a 1 Tim 2:2

and rebuke with all a Titus 2:15

defile the flesh, reject a Jude 8 

AUTUMN

a trees without fruit Jude 12

AVAILS

nor uncircumcision a Gal 5:6

of a righteous man a James 5:16

AVEN

The city of On in Egypt near Cairo; known as Heliopolis, Gen 41:45; Ezek 30:17

— A name contemptuously applied to Bethel, Hos 10:5, 8

— Valley in Syria, Amos 1:5

AVENGE

for He will a the Deut 32:43

you that He will a Luke 18:8

Beloved, do not a Rom 12:19

a our blood on those Rev 6:10

AVENGER

The a of blood Num 35:19

the enemy and the a Ps 8:2

God’s minister, an a Rom 13:4

the Lord is the a 1 Thess 4:6

AVENGES

It is God who a 2 Sam 22:48

When He a blood Ps 9:12

AWAKE

be satisfied when I a Ps 17:15

I lie a Ps 102:7

A, lute and harp Ps 108:2

My eyes are a through Ps 119:148

A, O north wind Song 4:16

but my heart is a Song 5:2

of the earth shall a Dan 12:2

it is high time to a Rom 13:11

A to righteousness 1 Cor 15:34

“A, you who sleep Eph 5:14

AWAY

the wind drives a Ps 1:4

Do not cast me a Ps 51:11

A time to cast a Eccl 3:5

fair one, and come a Song 2:10

and the shadows flee a Song 2:17

minded to put her a Matt 1:19

and earth will pass a Matt 24:35

and steal Him a Matt 27:64

the rich He has sent a Luke 1:53

of God who takes a John 1:29

“I am going a John 8:21

they cried out, “A John 19:15

“They have taken a John 20:2

crying out, “A Acts 21:36

the veil is taken a 2 Cor 3:14

Barnabas was carried a Gal 2:13

unless the falling a 2 Thess 2:3

in Asia have turned a 2 Tim 1:15

heard, lest we drift a Heb 2:1

if they fall a Heb 6:6

which can never take a Heb 10:11

that does not fade a 1 Pet 5:4

the world is passing a 1 John 2:17

and the heaven fled a Rev 20:11

if anyone takes a Rev 22:19

God shall take a Rev 22:19

AWE

the world stand in a Ps 33:8

my heart stands in a Ps 119:161

AWESOME

a is this place Gen 28:17

a thing that I will do Ex 34:10

God, the great and a Deut 7:21

God, mighty and a Deut 10:17

Angel of God, very a Judg 13:6

a deeds for Your land 2 Sam 7:23

heaven, O great and a Neh 1:5

hand shall teach You a Ps 45:4

By a deeds in Ps 65:5

a are Your works Ps 66:3

He is a in His doing Ps 66:5

O God, You are more a Ps 68:35

He is a to the kings Ps 76:12

Your great and a name Ps 99:3

of the might of Your a Ps 145:6

When You did a things Is 64:3

with me as a mighty, a Jer 20:11

her collapse was a Lam 1:9

“O Lord, great and a Dan 9:4

AWL

his ear with an a Ex 21:6

you shall take an a Deut 15:17

AX

a stroke with the a Deut 19:5

Abimelech took an a Judg 9:48

a tree, the iron a 2 Kin 6:5

If the a is dull Eccl 10:10

a boast itself against Is 10:15

And even now the a Matt 3:10

AZARIAH

A prophet who encourages King Asa, 2 Chr 15:1–8

— Son of King Jehoshaphat, 2 Chr 21:2

— King of Judah, 2 Kin 15:1

— A high priest who rebukes King Uzziah, 2 Chr 26:16–20

— Chief priest in the time of Hezekiah, 2 Chr 31:9, 10

— The Hebrew name of Abed-Nego, Dan 1:7

AZEKAH

Camp of Goliath, 1 Sam 17:1, 4, 17

Besieged by Nebuchadnezzar, Jer 34:7

BAAL (or Baals)

Deities of Canaanite polytheism, Judg 10:10–14

The male god of the Phoenicians and Canaanites; the counterpart of the female Ashtaroth, 2 Kin 23:5

Nature of the worship of, 1 Kin 18:26, 28; 19:18; Ps 106:28; Jer 7:9; 19:5; Hos 9:10; 13:1, 2

Worshiped by Israelites, Num 25:1–5; Judg 2:11–14; 3:7; 6:28–32; 1 Kin 16:31, 32; 2 Kin 21:3; Jer 11:13; Hos 2:8

Ahaz makes images to, 2 Chr 28:1–4

Overthrown by Elijah, 1 Kin 18:17–40

by Josiah, 2 Kin 23:4, 5

Denounced by prophets, Jer 19:4–6; Ezek 16:1, 2, 20, 21

Historic retrospect, Rom 11:4

BAAL PEOR (or Baal of Peor)

A Moabite god; worshiped by Israelites, Num 25:1–9

BAAL PERAZIM

Site of David’s victory over the Philistines, 2 Sam 5:18–20

Same as Perazim, Is 28:21

BAAL-ZEBUB

A Philistine god at Ekron, 2 Kin 1:2

Ahaziah inquires of, 2 Kin 1:2, 6, 16

Also called Beelzebub, Matt 10:25; 12:24

BAALAH

A town also known as Kirjath Jearim, Josh 15:9, 10

BAALS

Deities of Canaanite polytheism, Judg 10:10–14

Ensnare Israelites, Judg 2:11–14; 3:7

Ahaz makes images to, 2 Chr 28:1–4

BAANAH

A murderer of Ishbosheth, 2 Sam 4:1–12

BAASHA

Usurps throne of Israel; his evil reign; wars with Judah, 1 Kin 15:16–16:7

BABBLER

b is no different Eccl 10:11

“What does this b Acts 17:18

BABBLINGS

the profane and idle b 1 Tim 6:20

BABE

the b leaped in my Luke 1:44

You will find a B Luke 2:12

for he is a b Heb 5:13

BABEL, TOWER OF

A huge brick structure intended to magnify man and preserve the unity of the race, Gen 11:1–4

Objectives of, thwarted by God, Gen 11:5–9

BABES

Out of the mouth of b Ps 8:2

b shall rule over them Is 3:4

revealed them to b Matt 11:25

‘Out of the mouth of b Matt 21:16

a teacher of b Rom 2:20

as to carnal, as to b 1 Cor 3:1

as newborn b 1 Pet 2:2

BABYLON

Built by Nimrod; Tower of Babel, Gen 10:8–10; 11:1–9

Descriptions of, Is 13:19; 14:4; Jer 51:44; Dan 4:30

Jews carried captive to, 2 Kin 25:1–21; 2 Chr 36:5–21

Inhabitants of, described, Is 47:1, 9–13; Jer 50:35–38; Dan 5:1–3

Prophecies concerning, Is 13:1–22; Jer 21:1–7; 25:9–12; 27:5–8; 29:10; Jer 50:1–46; Dan 2:31–38; 7:2–4

The prophetic city, Rev 14:8; 16:19; 17:1–18:24

BACK

Jordan turned b Ps 114:3

but a rod is for the b Prov 10:13

for the fool’s b Prov 26:3

I gave My b to those Is 50:6

cast Me behind your b Ezek 23:35

found Him, bring b word Matt 2:8

plow, and looking b Luke 9:62

they drew b and fell John 18:6

I am sending him b Philem 12

of those who draw b Heb 10:39

someone turns him b James 5:19

inside and on the b Rev 5:1

BACKBITERS

b, haters of God Rom 1:30

BACKBITING

b tongue an angry Prov 25:23

BACKSLIDER

The b in heart will be Prov 14:14

BACKSLIDINGS

b will rebuke you Jer 2:19

And I will heal your b Jer 3:22

b have increased Jer 5:6

for our b are many Jer 14:7

BACKWARD

fell off the seat b 1 Sam 4:18

shadow ten degrees b 2 Kin 20:11

BAD

speak to you either b Gen 24:50

good for b or b for good Lev 27:10

b tree bears b fruit Matt 7:17

BAG

is sealed up in a b Job 14:17

wages to put into a b Hag 1:6

nor b for your Matt 10:10

BAKE

b twelve cakes with it Lev 24:5

BAKED

b unleavened cakes Ex 12:39

b unleavened bread 1 Sam 28:24

BAKER

the butler and the b Gen 40:1

BAKERS

of bread from the b Jer 37:21

BAKES

kindles it and b bread Is 44:15

BALAAM

Sent by Balak to curse Israel, Num 22:5–7; Josh 24:9

Hindered by talking donkey, Num 22:22–35; 2 Pet 2:16

Curse becomes a blessing, Deut 23:4, 5; Josh 24:10

Prophecies of, Num 23:7–10, 18–24; 24:3–9, 15–24

NT references to, 2 Pet 2:15, 16; Jude 11; Rev 2:14

BALAK

A Moabite king, Num 22:4

Hires Balaam to curse Israel, Num 22–24

BALANCE

b is an abomination Prov 11:1

small dust on the b Is 40:15

BALANCES

falsifying the b Amos 8:5

BALD

shall not make any b Lev 21:5

every head shall be b Jer 48:37

completely b because Ezek 27:31

BALDHEAD

Go up, you b 2 Kin 2:23

BALM

a little b and a Gen 43:11

no b in Gilead Jer 8:22

BAND

A b of robbers takes Hos 7:1

with a golden b Rev 1:13

BANDAGED

him, and b his wounds Luke 10:34

BANKERS

my money with the b Matt 25:27

BANNERS

we will set up our b Ps 20:5

They set up their b Ps 74:4

as an army with b Song 6:4

BANQUET

b that I have prepared Esth 5:4

companions make a b Job 41:6

lords, came to the b Dan 5:10

BANQUETING

He brought me to the b Song 2:4

BANQUETS

b shall be removed Amos 6:7

BAPTISM

coming to his b Matt 3:7

b that I am baptized Matt 20:22

The b of John Matt 21:25

But I have a b Luke 12:50

said, “Into John’s b Acts 19:3

with Him through b Rom 6:4

Lord, one faith, one b Eph 4:5

buried with Him in b Col 2:12

now saves us—b 1 Pet 3:21

BAPTISMS

of the doctrine of b Heb 6:2

BAPTIZE

I indeed b you with Matt 3:11

“Why then do you b John 1:25

Himself did not b John 4:2

did not send me to b 1 Cor 1:17

BAPTIZED

“I need to be b Matt 3:14

b will be saved Mark 16:16

b more disciples John 4:1

be b with the Holy Spirit Acts 1:5

every one of you be b Acts 2:38

all his family were b Acts 16:33

believed and were b Acts 18:8

Arise and be b Acts 22:16

were b into Christ Rom 6:3

I thank God that I b 1 Cor 1:14

b the household 1 Cor 1:16

all were b into Moses 1 Cor 10:2

Spirit we were all b 1 Cor 12:13

who are b for the dead 1 Cor 15:29

as many of you as were b Gal 3:27

BAPTIZING

b them in the name of Matt 28:19

therefore I came b John 1:31

BAR-JESUS (or Elymas)

A Jewish false prophet, Acts 13:6–12

BAR-JONAH

Surname of Simon (Peter), Matt 16:17

BARABBAS

A murderer released in place of Jesus, Matt 27:16–26; Acts 3:14, 15

BARAK

Defeats Jabin, Judg 4:1–24

A man of faith, Heb 11:32

BARBARIAN

nor uncircumcised, b Col 3:11

BARE

make yourselves b Is 32:11

The LORD has made b Is 52:10

BARLEY

a land of wheat and b Deut 8:8

loaf of b bread tumbled Judg 7:13

beginning of b harvest Ruth 1:22

who has five b loaves John 6:9

and three quarts of b Rev 6:6

BARN

seed still in the b Hag 2:19

the wheat into my b Matt 13:30

storehouse nor b Luke 12:24

BARNABAS

A disciple from Cyprus; gives property, Acts 4:36, 37

Supports Paul, Acts 9:27

Ministers in Antioch, Acts 11:22–30

Travels with Paul, Acts 12:25; 13–15

Breaks with Paul over John Mark, Acts 15:36–39

BARNS

b will be filled Prov 3:10

b are broken down Joel 1:17

reap nor gather into b Matt 6:26

I will pull down my b Luke 12:18

BARREN

But Sarai was b Gen 11:30

b has borne seven 1 Sam 2:5

He grants the b Ps 113:9

“Sing, O b Is 54:1

‘Blessed are the b Luke 23:29

“Rejoice, O b Gal 4:27

you will be neither b 2 Pet 1:8

BARRENNESS

A fruitful land into b Ps 107:34

BARS

has strengthened the b Ps 147:13

bronze and cut the b Is 45:2

the earth with its b Jon 2:6

BARSABAS

Nominated to replace Judas, Acts 1:23

Sent to Antioch, Acts 15:22

BARTHOLOMEW

Called Nathanael, John 1:45, 46

One of the twelve apostles, Matt 10:3; Acts 1:13

BARTIMAEUS

Blind beggar healed by Jesus, Mark 10:46–52

BARUCH

Son of Neriah, Jer 32:12, 13

Jeremiah’s faithful friend and scribe, Jer 36:4–32

BARZILLAI

Supplies David with food, 2 Sam 17:27–29

Age restrains him from following David, 2 Sam 19:31–39

BASE

the elder, and the b Is 3:5

and the b things of 1 Cor 1:28

BASHAN

Conquered by Israel, Num 21:33–35

Assigned to Manasseh, Deut 3:13

Conquered by Hazael, king of Syria, 2 Kin 10:32, 33

BASIN

poured water into a b John 13:5

BASKET

Cursed shall be your b Deut 28:17

b had very good figs Jer 24:2

and put it under a b Matt 5:15

I was let down in a b 2 Cor 11:33

BASKETS

there were three white b Gen 40:16

and there were two b Jer 24:1

they took up twelve b Matt 14:20

took up seven large b Matt 15:37

BATHED

My sword shall be b Is 34:5

to him, “He who is b John 13:10

BATHSHEBA

Wife of Uriah, taken by David, 2 Sam 11

Her first child dies, 2 Sam 12:14–19

Bears Solomon, 2 Sam 12:24

Secures throne for Solomon, 1 Kin 1:15–31

Deceived by Adonijah, 1 Kin 2:13–25

BATS

To the moles and b Is 2:20

BATTLE

b is the LORD’s 1 Sam 17:47

out to God in the b 1 Chr 5:20

strength for the b Ps 18:39

The LORD mighty in b Ps 24:8

for the day of b Prov 21:31

the b to the strong Eccl 9:11

who turn back the b Is 28:6

A sound of b is in the Jer 50:22

prepare for b 1 Cor 14:8

became valiant in b Heb 11:34

gather them to the b Rev 16:14

BEAR

greater than I can b Gen 4:13

whom Sarah shall b Gen 17:21

not b false witness Ex 20:16

from the paw of the b 1 Sam 17:37

they shall b you up in Ps 91:12

b a broken spirit Prov 18:14

be clean, you who b Is 52:11

b their iniquities Is 53:11

LORD could no longer b Jer 44:22

b deprived of her cubs Hos 13:8

lion, and a b met him Amos 5:19

He shall b the glory Zech 6:13

child, and b a Son Matt 1:23

A good tree cannot b Matt 7:18

how long shall I b Matt 17:17

by, to b His cross Mark 15:21

wife Elizabeth will b Luke 1:13

And whoever does not b Luke 14:27

in Me that does not b John 15:2

for he does not b Rom 13:4

are strong ought to b Rom 15:1

you may be able to b 1 Cor 10:13

B one another’s Gal 6:2

I b in my body the Gal 6:17

b the sins of many Heb 9:28

like the feet of a b Rev 13:2

BEARD

the edges of your b Lev 19:27

I caught it by its b 1 Sam 17:35

took Amasa by the b 2 Sam 20:9

Running down on the b Ps 133:2

BEARING

goes forth weeping, b Ps 126:6

And He, b His cross John 19:17

b with one another Col 3:13

the camp, b His reproach Heb 13:13

BEARS

Every branch that b John 15:2

b all things 1 Cor 13:7

it is the Spirit who b 1 John 5:6

BEAST

b has devoured him Gen 37:20

You preserve man and b Ps 36:6

I was like a b before Ps 73:22

to the b its food Ps 147:9

b touches the mountain Heb 12:20

And I saw a b rising Rev 13:1

Then I saw another b Rev 13:11

the mark of the b Rev 19:20

BEASTS

are we counted as b Job 18:3

The b go into dens Job 37:8

like the b that perish Ps 49:12

I have fought with b 1 Cor 15:32

like brute b Jude 10

BEAT

I will b down his foes Ps 89:23

You shall b him with a Prov 23:14

b their swords into Is 2:4

you shall b in pieces Mic 4:13

spat in His face and b Matt 26:67

but b his breast Luke 18:13

BEATEN

and you will be b Mark 13:9

his will, shall be b Luke 12:47

Three times I was b 2 Cor 11:25

when you are b for your 1 Pet 2:20

BEAUTIFUL

but Rachel was b Gen 29:17

B in elevation Ps 48:2

has made everything b Eccl 3:11

my love, you are as b Song 6:4

of the LORD shall be b Is 4:2

How b upon the Is 52:7

indeed appear b Matt 23:27

begging alms at the B Acts 3:10

they saw he was a b Heb 11:23

BEAUTIFY

b the humble with Ps 149:4

b the place of My Is 60:13

BEAUTY

for glory and for b Ex 28:2

“The b of Israel is 2 Sam 1:19

To behold the b Ps 27:4

and b is passing Prov 31:30

see the King in His b Is 33:17

no b that we should Is 53:2

the one I called B Zech 11:7

Do not let your b 1 Pet 3:3

the incorruptible b 1 Pet 3:4

BECAME

b a living being Gen 2:7

to the Jews I b 1 Cor 9:20

for I b like you Gal 4:12

BED

house, if I make my b Job 17:13

I remember You on my b Ps 63:6

if I make my b in hell Ps 139:8

Also our b is green Song 1:16

b is too short to stretch Is 28:20

you have set your b Is 57:7

“Arise, take up your b Matt 9:6

be two men in one b Luke 17:34

and the b undefiled Heb 13:4

BEDS

sing aloud on their b Ps 149:5

shall rest in their b Is 57:2

who lie on b of ivory Amos 6:4

BEE

Egypt, and for the b Is 7:18

BEELZEBUB

Jesus accused of serving, Matt 10:25; 12:24–27

BEER LAHAI ROI

Angel meets Hagar there, Gen 16:7–14

Isaac dwells in, Gen 24:62

BEERSHEBA

God appears there to Hagar, Gen 21:14–19

to Isaac, Gen 26:23–25

to Jacob, Gen 46:1–5

to Elijah, 1 Kin 19:3–7

Oaths sworn there by Abraham, Gen 21:31–33

by Isaac, Gen 26:26–33

BEFOREHAND

do not worry b Mark 13:11

told you all things b Mark 13:23

not to meditate b Luke 21:14

when He testified b 1 Pet 1:11

BEG

I would b mercy of my Job 9:15

I am ashamed to b Luke 16:3

b you as sojourners 1 Pet 2:11

BEGAN

Then men b to call on Gen 4:26

since the world b Luke 1:70

BEGETS

b a scoffer does Prov 17:21

b a wise child will Prov 23:24

b a hundred children Eccl 6:3

BEGGAR

and lifts the b 1 Sam 2:8

there was a certain b Luke 16:20

BEGGARLY

weak and b elements Gal 4:9

BEGINNING

b God created the Gen 1:1

Though your b was Job 8:7

of the LORD is the b Ps 111:10

that God does from b Eccl 3:11

who made them at the b Matt 19:4

In the b was the Word John 1:1

This b of signs Jesus John 2:11

a murderer from the b John 8:44

with Me from the b John 15:27

the b, the firstborn Col 1:18

having neither b Heb 7:3

True Witness, the B Rev 3:14

and the Omega, the B Rev 21:6

BEGOTTEN

I have b You Ps 2:7

heart, ‘Who has b Is 49:21

glory as of the only b John 1:14

Christ Jesus I have b 1 Cor 4:15

abundant mercy has b 1 Pet 1:3

loves him who is b 1 John 5:1

BEGUILING

b unstable souls 2 Pet 2:14

BEGUN

Having b in the Spirit Gal 3:3

that He who has b Phil 1:6

BEHALF

to speak on God’s b Job 36:2

you on Christ’s b 2 Cor 5:20

has been granted on b Phil 1:29

BEHAVE

I will b wisely in a Ps 101:2

does not b rudely 1 Cor 13:5

BEHAVED

sent him, and b wisely 1 Sam 18:5

and blamelessly we b 1 Thess 2:10

BEHAVIOR

of good b, hospitable 1 Tim 3:2

they be reverent in b Titus 2:3

BEHEADED

he sent and had John b Matt 14:10

those who had been b Rev 20:4

BEHEMOTH

Described, Job 40:15–24

BEHOLD

the eyes to b the sun Eccl 11:7

B, you are fair Song 1:15

B, the virgin shall Is 7:14

Judah, “B your God Is 40:9

B the Lamb of God John 1:36

I am, that they may b John 17:24

to them, “B the Man John 19:5

B what manner of love 1 John 3:1

BEHOLDING

with unveiled face, b 2 Cor 3:18

BEING

man became a living b Gen 2:7

God while I have my b Ps 104:33

move and have our b Acts 17:28

who, b in the form of Phil 2:6

BEL

Patron god of Babylon, Is 46:1; Jer 50:2; 51:44

BELIEF

by the Spirit and b 2 Thess 2:13

BELIEVE

B in the LORD your God 2 Chr 20:20

tears, “Lord, I b Mark 9:24

b that you receive Mark 11:24

because they did not b Mark 16:14

have no root, who b Luke 8:13

and slow of heart to b Luke 24:25

to those who b John 1:12

how will you b John 3:12

sent, Him you do not b John 5:38

we may see it and b John 6:30

to him, “Do you b John 9:35

this, that they may b John 11:42

you b in God John 14:1

written that you may b John 20:31

King Agrippa, do you b Acts 26:27

the Lord Jesus and b Rom 10:9

And how shall they b Rom 10:14

a wife who does not b 1 Cor 7:12

I spoke,” we also b 2 Cor 4:13

given to those who b Gal 3:22

Christ, not only to b Phil 1:29

comes to God must b Heb 11:6

b that there is one James 2:19

Even the demons b James 2:19

Beloved, do not b 1 John 4:1

BELIEVED

And he b in the LORD Gen 15:6

b that I would see the Ps 27:13

Who has b our report Is 53:1

of that city b in Him John 4:39

seen Me, you have b John 20:29

who heard the word b Acts 4:4

of those who b were of Acts 4:32

Holy Spirit when you b Acts 19:2

“Abraham b God Rom 4:3

I know whom I have b 2 Tim 1:12

BELIEVERS

be an example to the b 1 Tim 4:12

are benefited are b 1 Tim 6:2

BELIEVES

The simple b every Prov 14:15

He who b and is Mark 16:16

that whoever b in Him John 3:16

He who b in the Son John 3:36

with the heart one b Rom 10:10

b all things 1 Cor 13:7

BELIEVING

you ask in prayer, b Matt 21:22

blessed with b Abraham Gal 3:9

BELLY

On your b you shall go Gen 3:14

And Jonah was in the b Jon 1:17

three nights in the b Matt 12:40

whose god is their b Phil 3:19

BELONG

To the Lord our God b Dan 9:9

My name, because you b Mark 9:41

BELOVED

“The b of the LORD Deut 33:12

so He gives His b Ps 127:2

of myrrh is my b Song 1:13

My b is mine Song 2:16

b more than another Song 5:9

Where has your b Song 6:1

leaning upon her b Song 8:5

a song of my B Is 5:1

for you are greatly b Dan 9:23

“This is My b Matt 3:17

election they are b Rom 11:28

us accepted in the B Eph 1:6

Luke the b physician Col 4:14

than a slave as a b Philem 16

“This is My b 2 Pet 1:17

our b brother Paul 2 Pet 3:15

the saints and the b Rev 20:9

BELSHAZZAR

King of Babylon; Daniel interprets his dream, Dan 5

BELT

with a leather b Matt 3:4

us, he took Paul’s b Acts 21:11

BELTESHAZZAR

Daniel’s Babylonian name, Dan 1:7

BEMOAN

Or who will b you Jer 15:5

for the dead, nor b Jer 22:10

BEN-AMMI

Son of Lot; father of the Ammonites, Gen 19:38

BEN-HADAD

Ben-Hadad I, king of Damascus; hired by Asa, king of Judah, to attack Baasha, king of Israel, 1 Kin 15:18–21

— Ben-Hadad II, king of Damascus; makes war on Ahab, king of Israel, 1 Kin 20

Falls in siege against Samaria, 2 Kin 6:24–33; 7:6–20

Killed by Hazael, 2 Kin 8:7–15

— Ben-Hadad III, king of Damascus; loses all Israelite conquests made by Hazael, his father, 2 Kin 13:3–25

BEN-ONI

Rachel’s name for Benjamin, Gen 35:16–18

BENAIAH

The son of Jehoiada; a mighty man, 2 Sam 23:20–23

Faithful to David, 2 Sam 15:18; 20:23

Escorts Solomon to the throne, 1 Kin 1:38–40

Executes Adonijah, Joab and Shimei, 1 Kin 2:25, 29–34, 46

— A Pirathonite; another of David’s mighty men, 2 Sam 23:30

Divisional commander, 1 Chr 27:14

BEND

The wicked b their bow Ps 11:2

BENEATH

and on the earth b Deut 4:39

“You are from b John 8:23

BENEFACTORS

them are called ‘b Luke 22:25

BENEFIT

That I may see the b Ps 106:5

people who could not b Is 30:5

might have a second b 2 Cor 1:15

BENJAMIN

Jacob’s youngest son, Gen 35:16–20

Taken to Egypt against Jacob’s wishes, Gen 42–45

Jacob’s prophecy concerning, Gen 49:27

— Tribe of:

Families of, Num 26:38–41

Territory allotted to, Josh 18:11–28

Attacked by remaining tribes for condoning sin of Gibeah, Judg 20:12–48

Wives provided for remnant of, Judg 21:1–23

Tribe of Saul, 1 Sam 9:1, 2

of Paul, Phil 3:5

BENT

behold, this vine b Ezek 17:7

BEREA

A city of Macedonia; visited by Paul, Acts 17:10–15

BEREAVE

I will b them of Jer 15:7

no more shall you b Ezek 36:12

children, yet I will b Hos 9:12

BERNICE

Sister of Herod Agrippa II, Acts 25:13, 23

Hears Paul’s defense, Acts 26:1–30

BERODACH-BALADAN

See MERODACH-BALADAN

A king of Babylon, 2 Kin 20:12–19

BESEECH

Return, we b You Ps 80:14

b you therefore Rom 12:1

of the Lord, b you to Eph 4:1

BESIDE

He leads me b the Ps 23:2

“Paul, you are b Acts 26:24

For if we are b 2 Cor 5:13

BEST

with the b ointments Amos 6:6

‘Bring out the b Luke 15:22

earnestly desire the b 1 Cor 12:31

BESTOW

LORD, that He may b Ex 32:29

b greater honor 1 Cor 12:23

BESTOWED

love the Father has b 1 John 3:1

BETH HORON

Twin towns of Ephraim, Josh 16:3, 5

Fortified by Solomon, 2 Chr 8:3–5

Prominent in battles, Josh 10:10–14; 1 Sam 13:18

BETH PEOR

Town near Pisgah, Deut 3:29

Moses buried near, Deut 34:6

Assigned to Reubenites, Josh 13:15, 20

BETH SHAN (or Beth Shean)

A town in Issachar, Josh 17:11–16

Saul’s corpse hung up at, 1 Sam 31:10–13; 2 Sam 21:12–14

BETH SHEMESH

Ark brought to, 1 Sam 6:12–19

Joash defeats Amaziah at, 2 Kin 14:11

Taken by Philistines, 2 Chr 28:18

BETHABARA

A place beyond the Jordan where John baptized, John 1:28

BETHANY

A town on the Mt. of Olives, Luke 19:29

Home of Lazarus, John 11:1

Home of Simon, the leper, Matt 26:6

Jesus visits there, Mark 11:1, 11, 12

Scene of the Ascension, Luke 24:50, 51

BETHEL

Abram settles near, Gen 12:7, 8

Site of Abram’s altar, Gen 13:3, 4

Site of Jacob’s vision of the ladder, Gen 28:10–19

Jacob returns to, Gen 35:1–15

Samuel judges there, 1 Sam 7:15, 16

Site of worship and sacrifice, 1 Sam 10:3

Center of idolatry, 1 Kin 12:28–33

Josiah destroys altars of, 2 Kin 23:4, 15–20

Denounced by prophets, 1 Kin 13:1–10; Amos 7:10–13; Jer 48:13; Hos 10:15

BETHESDA

Jerusalem pool, John 5:2–4

BETHLEHEM

Originally called Ephrath, Gen 35:16

Rachel buried there, Gen 35:19

Home of Naomi and Boaz, Ruth 1:1, 19; 4:9–11

Home of David, 1 Sam 16:1–18

Predicted place of Messiah’s birth, Mic 5:2

Christ born there, Matt 2:1; Luke 2:4–7; John 7:42

Infants of, killed by Herod, Matt 2:16–18

BETHPHAGE

Village near Bethany, Mark 11:1

Near Mt. of Olives, Matt 21:1

BETHSAIDA

A city of Galilee, Mark 6:45

Home of Andrew, Peter and Philip, John 1:44; 12:21

Blind man healed there, Mark 8:22, 23

5,000 fed nearby, Luke 9:10–17

Unbelief of, denounced, Matt 11:21; Luke 10:13

BETRAY

the outcasts, do not b Is 16:3

you, one of you will b Matt 26:21

Now brother will b Mark 13:12

BETRAYED

Man is about to be b Matt 17:22

in which He was b 1 Cor 11:23

BETRAYER

See, My b is at Matt 26:46

BETRAYING

“Judas, are you b Luke 22:48

BETRAYS

who is the one who b John 21:20

BETROTH

“You shall b a wife Deut 28:30

“I will b you to Me Hos 2:19

BETROTHED

to a virgin b to a man Luke 1:27

For I have b you to 2 Cor 11:2

BETTER

b than sacrifice 1 Sam 15:22

It is b to trust in Ps 118:8

B is a little with the Prov 15:16

B is a dry morsel Prov 17:1

B is the poor who Prov 19:1

B to dwell in Prov 21:19

b is a neighbor Prov 27:10

B a handful with Eccl 4:6

Two are b than one Eccl 4:9

B a poor and wise Eccl 4:13

were the former days b Eccl 7:10

features appeared b Dan 1:15

For it is b to marry 1 Cor 7:9

Christ, which is far b Phil 1:23

b than the angels Heb 1:4

b things concerning Heb 6:9

b things than that Heb 12:24

BEULAH

A symbol of true Israel, Is 62:4, 5

BEWARE

“B of false prophets Matt 7:15

b of evil workers Phil 3:2

B lest anyone cheat Col 2:8

BEWITCHED

b you that you should Gal 3:1

BEYOND

b what is written 1 Cor 4:6

b their ability 2 Cor 8:3

advanced in Judaism b Gal 1:14

BEZALEL

Hur’s grandson, 1 Chr 2:20

Tabernacle builder, Ex 31:1–11; 35:30–35

BILDAD

One of Job’s friends, Job 2:11

Makes three speeches, Job 8:1–22; 18:1–21; 25:1–6

BILHAH

Rachel’s maid, Gen 29:29

The mother of Dan and Naphtali, Gen 30:1–8

Commits incest with Reuben, Gen 35:22

BILLOWS

b have gone over me Ps 42:7

all Your b and Your Jon 2:3

BIND

b the cluster of the Job 38:31

b the wild ox in the Job 39:10

b them around your Prov 3:3

B them on your fingers Prov 7:3

B up the testimony Is 8:16

but He will b us up Hos 6:1

and whatever you b Matt 16:19

‘B him hand and foot Matt 22:13

b heavy burdens Matt 23:4

BIRD

the blood of the b Lev 14:52

with him as with a b Job 41:5

soul, “Flee as a b Ps 11:1

has escaped as a b Ps 124:7

b hastens to the snare Prov 7:23

for a b of the air may Eccl 10:20

fly away like a b Hos 9:11

unclean and hated b Rev 18:2

BIRDS

b will eat your flesh Gen 40:19

b make their nests Ps 104:17

b caught in a snare Eccl 9:12

Look at the b Matt 6:26

“Foxes have holes and b Matt 8:20

BIRTH

heaven, who gives it b Job 38:29

makes the deer give b Ps 29:9

the day of one’s b Eccl 7:1

bring to the time of b Is 66:9

the deer also gave b Jer 14:5

Now the b of Jesus Matt 1:18

will rejoice at his b Luke 1:14

who was blind from b John 9:1

conceived, it gives b James 1:15

BIRTHDAY

which was Pharaoh’s b Gen 40:20

b gave a feast for his Mark 6:21

BIRTHRIGHT

“Sell me your b Gen 25:31

Esau despised his b Gen 25:34

according to his b Gen 43:33

of food sold his b Heb 12:16

BISHOP

the position of a b 1 Tim 3:1

b must be blameless Titus 1:7

BIT

and they b the people Num 21:6

be harnessed with b Ps 32:9

BITE

A serpent may b Eccl 10:11

But if you b and Gal 5:15

BITHYNIA

The Spirit keeps Paul from, Acts 16:7

Peter writes to Christians of, 1 Pet 1:1

BITS

the great house into b Amos 6:11

Indeed, we put b James 3:3

BITTER

made their lives b Ex 1:14

b herbs they Ex 12:8

to those who are b Prov 31:6

who put b for sweet Is 5:20

and do not be b Col 3:19

But if you have b James 3:14

make your stomach b Rev 10:9

BITTERLY

has dealt very b Ruth 1:20

And Hezekiah wept b 2 Kin 20:3

he went out and wept b Matt 26:75

BITTERNESS

man dies in the b Job 21:25

heart knows its own b Prov 14:10

all my years in the b Is 38:15

you are poisoned by b Acts 8:23

b springing up cause Heb 12:15

BLACK

My skin grows b Job 30:30

wavy, and b as a raven Song 5:11

one hair white or b Matt 5:36

a b horse Rev 6:5

and the sun became b Rev 6:12

BLACKNESS

the heavens with b Is 50:3

whom is reserved the b Jude 13

BLACKSMITH

The b with the tongs Is 44:12

I have created the b Is 54:16

BLADE

went in after the b Judg 3:22

first the b Mark 4:28

BLAME

that anyone should b 2 Cor 8:20

be holy and without b Eph 1:4

BLAMELESS

You shall be b Deut 18:13

and that man was b Job 1:1

when You speak, and b Ps 51:4

Let my heart be b Ps 119:80

end, that you may be b 1 Cor 1:8

which is in the law, b Phil 3:6

you holy, and b Col 1:22

your hearts b in 1 Thess 3:13

body be preserved b 1 Thess 5:23

bishop then must be b 1 Tim 3:2

deacons, being found b 1 Tim 3:10

without spot and b 2 Pet 3:14

BLAMELESSLY

b we behaved 1 Thess 2:10

BLASPHEME

b Your name forever Ps 74:10

compelled them to b Acts 26:11

may learn not to b 1 Tim 1:20

b that noble name James 2:7

God, to b His name Rev 13:6

BLASPHEMED

a foolish people has b Ps 74:18

b continually every Is 52:5

who passed by b Him Matt 27:39

who were hanged b Luke 23:39

The name of God is b Rom 2:24

doctrine may not be b 1 Tim 6:1

On their part He is b 1 Pet 4:14

great heat, and they b Rev 16:9

BLASPHEMER

I was formerly a b 1 Tim 1:13

BLASPHEMERS

boasters, proud, b 2 Tim 3:2

BLASPHEMES

b the name of the LORD Lev 24:16

“This Man b Matt 9:3

BLASPHEMIES

false witness, b Matt 15:19

is this who speaks b Luke 5:21

great things and b Rev 13:5

BLASPHEMY

but the b against Matt 12:31

“He has spoken b Matt 26:65

was full of names of b Rev 17:3

BLAST

By the b of God they Job 4:9

for the b of the Is 25:4

BLASTED

“I b you with blight Amos 4:9

BLEATING

“What then is this b 1 Sam 15:14

BLEMISH

shall be without b Ex 12:5

LORD, a ram without b Lev 6:6

be holy and without b Eph 5:27

as of a lamb without b 1 Pet 1:19

BLEMISHED

to the Lord what is b Mal 1:14

BLESS

b those who b you Gen 12:3

You go unless You b Gen 32:26

“The LORD b you and Num 6:24

b the LORD at all Ps 34:1

b You while I live Ps 63:4

b His holy name Ps 103:1

b the house of Israel Ps 115:12

b those who fear the Ps 115:13

b you in the name of Ps 129:8

I will abundantly b Ps 132:15

b those who curse Luke 6:28

B those who persecute Rom 12:14

Being reviled, we b 1 Cor 4:12

With it we b our God James 3:9

BLESSED

And God b them Gen 1:22

the earth shall be b Gen 12:3

b be those who Gen 27:29

indeed he shall be b Gen 27:33

B is he who Num 24:9

B shall be the Deut 28:4

You have b the work of Job 1:10

B is the man who walks Ps 1:1

B is the man to whom Ps 32:2

B is the nation whose Ps 33:12

B is he who considers Ps 41:1

B are those who keep Ps 106:3

B is he who comes Ps 118:26

b who fears the LORD Ps 128:4

rise up and call her b Prov 31:28

will call you b Mal 3:12

B are the poor in Matt 5:3

B are those who mourn Matt 5:4

B are the meek Matt 5:5

B are those who hunger Matt 5:6

B are the merciful Matt 5:7

B are the pure in Matt 5:8

B are the peacemakers Matt 5:9

B are those who are Matt 5:10

B are you when they Matt 5:11

b is he who is Matt 11:6

b are your eyes Matt 13:16

B is He who comes Matt 21:9

hand, ‘Come, you b Matt 25:34

Jesus took bread, b Matt 26:26

b are you among women Luke 1:28

know these things, b John 13:17

B are those who have John 20:29

‘It is more b to give Acts 20:35

the Creator, who is b Rom 1:25

all, the eternally b Rom 9:5

B be the God and Eph 1:3

b God which was 1 Tim 1:11

the lesser is b Heb 7:7

this one will be b James 1:25

B is he who reads Rev 1:3

‘B are the dead who Rev 14:13

B is he who watches Rev 16:15

B are those who are Rev 19:9

B and holy is he who Rev 20:6

B is he who keeps the Rev 22:7

B are those who do His Rev 22:14

BLESSING

and you shall be a b Gen 12:2

I will command My b Lev 25:21

before you today a b Deut 11:26

The b of a perishing Job 29:13





Your b is upon Your Ps 3:8

The b of the LORD Prov 10:22

shall be showers of b Ezek 34:26

relent, and leave a b Joel 2:14

and you shall be a b Zech 8:13

the fullness of the b Rom 15:29

b which we bless 1 Cor 10:16

that the b of Abraham Gal 3:14

with every spiritual b Eph 1:3

cultivated, receives b Heb 6:7

to inherit the b Heb 12:17

honor and glory and b Rev 5:12

BLESSINGS

of the law, the b Josh 8:34

B are on the head of Prov 10:6

BLIGHT

“I blasted you with b Amos 4:9

I struck you with b Hag 2:17

BLIND

I was eyes to the b Job 29:15

B yourselves and be Is 29:9

To open b eyes Is 42:7

I will bring the b Is 42:16

b people who have eyes Is 43:8

His watchmen are b Is 56:10

They wandered b Lam 4:14

when you offer the b Mal 1:8

The b see Matt 11:5

b leads the b Matt 15:14

of sight to the b Luke 4:18

to Him, “Are we b John 9:40

miserable, poor, b Rev 3:17

BLINDED

b their eyes and John 12:40

and the rest were b Rom 11:7

of this age has b 2 Cor 4:4

the darkness has b 1 John 2:11

BLINDS

a bribe, for a bribe b Deut 16:19

BLOOD

of your brother’s b Gen 4:10

b shall be shed Gen 9:6

you are a husband of b Ex 4:25

b that makes atonement Lev 17:11

b sustains its life Lev 17:14

do not cover my b Job 16:18

is there in my b Ps 30:9

And condemn innocent b Ps 94:21

hands are full of b Is 1:15

also disclose her b Is 26:21

And the moon into b Joel 2:31

For this is My b Matt 26:28

called the Field of B Matt 27:8

“His b be on us and Matt 27:25

new covenant in My b Luke 22:20

were born, not of b John 1:13

b has eternal life John 6:54

b every nation of men Acts 17:26

with His own b Acts 20:28

propitiation by His b Rom 3:25

justified by His b Rom 5:9

through His b Eph 1:7

brought near by the b Eph 2:13

against flesh and b Eph 6:12

peace through the b Col 1:20

“This is the b Heb 9:20

are purified with b Heb 9:22

of b there is no Heb 9:22

the Holiest by the b Heb 10:19

sprinkling of the b 1 Pet 1:2

with the precious b 1 Pet 1:19

b of Jesus Christ His 1 John 1:7

our sins in His own b Rev 1:5

us to God by Your b Rev 5:9

them white in the b Rev 7:14

overcame him by the b Rev 12:11

a robe dipped in b Rev 19:13

BLOODSHED

me from the guilt of b Ps 51:14

the land is full of b Ezek 9:9

build up Zion with b Mic 3:10

BLOODTHIRSTY

The LORD abhors the b Ps 5:6

B and deceitful men Ps 55:23

BLOSSOM

Israel shall b and bud Is 27:6

and b as the rose Is 35:1

the fig tree may not b Hab 3:17

BLOT

say that He would b 2 Kin 14:27

from my sins, and b Ps 51:9

and I will not b Rev 3:5

BLOTTED

Let them be b out of Ps 69:28

I have b out Is 44:22

your sins may be b Acts 3:19

BLOW

an east wind to b Ps 78:26

B upon my garden Song 4:16

with a very severe b Jer 14:17

BLOWS

B that hurt cleanse Prov 20:30

breath of the LORD b Is 40:7

The wind b where it John 3:8

BOANERGES

Surname of James and John, Mark 3:17

BOAST

puts on his armor b 1 Kin 20:11

soul shall make its b Ps 34:2

God we b all day long Ps 44:8

and make your b Rom 2:17

that we are your b 2 Cor 1:14

you, and not to b 2 Cor 10:16

that I also may b 2 Cor 11:16

lest anyone should b Eph 2:9

your hearts, do not b James 3:14

BOASTERS

God, violent, proud, b Rom 1:30

lovers of money, b 2 Tim 3:2

BOASTFUL

b shall not stand Ps 5:5

I was envious of the b Ps 73:3

BOASTING

Where is b then Rom 3:27

should make my b 1 Cor 9:15

you, great is my b 2 Cor 7:4

All such b is evil James 4:16

BOASTS

Whoever falsely b Prov 25:14

BOAZ

A wealthy Bethlehemite, Ruth 2:1, 4–18

Husband of Ruth, Ruth 4:10–13

Ancestor of Christ, Matt 1:5

— Pillar of the temple, 1 Kin 7:21

BODIES

valley of the dead b Jer 31:40

b a living sacrifice Rom 12:1

not know that your b 1 Cor 6:15

also celestial b 1 Cor 15:40

wives as their own b Eph 5:28

and chariots, and b Rev 18:13

BODILY

b form like a dove Luke 3:22

b presence is weak 2 Cor 10:10

of the Godhead b Col 2:9

b exercise 1 Tim 4:8

BODY

b clings to the ground Ps 44:25

b is carved ivory Song 5:14

b was wet with the dew Dan 4:33

of the b is the eye Matt 6:22

those who kill the b Matt 10:28

this is My b Matt 26:26

and asked for the b Matt 27:58

around his naked b Mark 14:51

of the temple of His b John 2:21

deliver me from this b Rom 7:24

redemption of our b Rom 8:23

members in one b Rom 12:4

and the Lord for the b 1 Cor 6:13

against his own b 1 Cor 6:18

not know that your b 1 Cor 6:19

glorify God in your b 1 Cor 6:20

But I discipline my b 1 Cor 9:27

one bread and one b 1 Cor 10:17

b which is broken 1 Cor 11:24

be guilty of the b 1 Cor 11:27

For as the b is one 1 Cor 12:12

baptized into one b 1 Cor 12:13

b is not one member 1 Cor 12:14

are the b of Christ 1 Cor 12:27

though I give my b 1 Cor 13:3

It is sown a natural b 1 Cor 15:44

both to God in one b Eph 2:16

be magnified in my b Phil 1:20

in the b of His flesh Col 1:22

by putting off the b Col 2:11

and neglect of the b Col 2:23

were called in one b Col 3:15

b You have prepared Heb 10:5

the offering of the b Heb 10:10

For as the b without James 2:26

our sins in His own b 1 Pet 2:24

BOILS

Job with painful b Job 2:7

BOLD

the righteous are b Prov 28:1

whatever anyone is b 2 Cor 11:21

are much more b Phil 1:14

BOLDLY

I may open my mouth b Eph 6:19

therefore come b Heb 4:16

So we may b say Heb 13:6

BOLDNESS

Great is my b of 2 Cor 7:4

in whom we have b Eph 3:12

but with all b Phil 1:20

standing and great b 1 Tim 3:13

brethren, having b Heb 10:19

that we may have b 1 John 4:17

BOND

bring you into the b Ezek 20:37

of the Spirit in the b Eph 4:3

love, which is the b Col 3:14

BONDAGE

because of the b Ex 2:23

out of the house of b Ex 13:14

the spirit of b Rom 8:15

might bring us into b Gal 2:4

which gives birth to b Gal 4:24

again with a yoke of b Gal 5:1

lifetime subject to b Heb 2:15

he is brought into b 2 Pet 2:19

BONDS

“Let us break Their b Ps 2:3

BONDSERVANTS

B, be obedient to Eph 6:5

Masters, give your b Col 4:1

for vice, but as b 1 Pet 2:16

BONDWOMAN

“Cast out this b Gen 21:10

the one by a b Gal 4:22

BONE

“This is now b Gen 2:23

b clings to my skin Job 19:20

bonds came together, b Ezek 37:7

BONES

shall carry up my b Gen 50:25

which made all my b Job 4:14

His b are like beams Job 40:18

I can count all My b Ps 22:17

and my b waste away Ps 31:10

I kept silent, my b Ps 32:3

the wind, or how the b Eccl 11:5

say to them, ‘O dry b Ezek 37:4

b are the whole house Ezek 37:11

of dead men’s b Matt 23:27

b shall be broken John 19:36

concerning his b Heb 11:22

BOOK

you will find in the b Ezra 4:15

distinctly from the b Neh 8:8

were inscribed in a b Job 19:23

“Search from the b Is 34:16

‘Write in a b for Jer 30:2

found written in the b Dan 12:1

so a b of remembrance Mal 3:16

are written in the b Gal 3:10

sprinkled both the b Heb 9:19

in the Lamb’s B Rev 21:27

the prophecy of this b Rev 22:18

the words of the b Rev 22:19

BOOKS

b there is no end Eccl 12:12

not contain the b John 21:25

magic brought their b Acts 19:19

God, and b were opened Rev 20:12

BOOTH

b which a watchman Job 27:18

of Zion is left as a b Is 1:8

BORDERS

and enlarge your b Ex 34:24

makes peace in your b Ps 147:14

and enlarge the b Matt 23:5

BORE

conceived and b Cain Gen 4:1

And to Sarah who b Is 51:2

b the sin of many Is 53:12

and He b them and Is 63:9

b our sicknesses Matt 8:17

who Himself b our sins 1 Pet 2:24

b a male Child who was Rev 12:5

BORN

“Every son who is b Ex 1:22

yet man is b to Job 5:7

“Man who is b Job 14:1

‘This one was b Ps 87:4

A time to be b Eccl 3:2

unto us a Child is b Is 9:6

Or shall a nation be b Is 66:8

b Jesus who is called Matt 1:16

For there is b Luke 2:11

unless one is b again John 3:3

That which is b John 3:6

For this cause I was b John 18:37

me also, as by one b 1 Cor 15:8

of the bondwoman was b Gal 4:23

having been b again 1 Pet 1:23

who loves is b of God 1 John 4:7

is the Christ is b 1 John 5:1

know that whoever is b 1 John 5:18

BORNE

And as we have b 1 Cor 15:49

BORROWER

b is servant to the Prov 22:7

lender, so with the b Is 24:2

BORROWS

The wicked b and does Ps 37:21

BOSOM

man take fire to his b Prov 6:27

consolation of her b Is 66:11

angels to Abraham’s b Luke 16:22

Son, who is in the b John 1:18

leaning on Jesus’ b John 13:23

BOTTLE

b shall be filled Jer 13:12

BOTTOMLESS

given the key to the b Rev 9:1

ascend out of the b Rev 17:8

the key to the b Rev 20:1

BOUGHS

She sent out her b Ps 80:11

BOUGHT

the hand of him who b Lev 25:28

not your Father, who b Deut 32:6

b the threshing floor 2 Sam 24:24

b the field from Jer 32:9

all that he had and b Matt 13:46

For you were b at a 1 Cor 6:20

denying the Lord who b 2 Pet 2:1

BOUND

of the wicked have b Ps 119:61

b the waters in a Prov 30:4

not been closed or b Is 1:6

on earth will be b Matt 16:19

b hand and foot with John 11:44

And see, now I go b Acts 20:22

of Israel I am b Acts 28:20

who has a husband is b Rom 7:2

Are you b to a wife 1 Cor 7:27

Devil and Satan, and b Rev 20:2

BOUNDARY

b that they may not Ps 104:9

BOUNTIFUL

the miser said to be b Is 32:5

you into a b country Jer 2:7

BOUNTIFULLY

Because He has dealt b Ps 13:6

and he who sows b 2 Cor 9:6

BOW

b remained in strength Gen 49:24

You shall not b Ex 23:24

to serve them and b Judg 2:19

b is renewed in my Job 29:20

will not trust in my b Ps 44:6

He breaks the b Ps 46:9

like a deceitful b Ps 78:57

let us worship and b Ps 95:6

B down Your heavens Ps 144:5

not save them by b Hos 1:7

who sat on it had a b Rev 6:2

BOWED

stood all around and b Gen 37:7

b the heavens also 2 Sam 22:10

whose knees have not b 1 Kin 19:18

They have b down and Ps 20:8

And they b the knee Matt 27:29

men who have not b Rom 11:4

BOWL

his hand in the b Prov 19:24

or the golden b Eccl 12:6

and poured out his b Rev 16:2

BOWLS

who drink wine from b Amos 6:6

a harp, and golden b Rev 5:8

Go and pour out the b Rev 16:1

who had the seven b Rev 21:9

BOWS

“The b of the mighty 1 Sam 2:4

BOX

Judas had the money b John 13:29

BOYS

Shall be full of b Zech 8:5

BOZRAH

City of Edom, Gen 36:33

Destruction of, foretold, Amos 1:12

Figurative of Messiah’s victory, Is 63:1

BRAIDED

not with b hair or 1 Tim 2:9

BRAMBLE

gather grapes from a b Luke 6:44

BRANCH

blossoms on one b Ex 25:33

b will not be green Job 15:32

from Israel, palm b Is 9:14

B shall grow out of Is 11:1

raise to David a B Jer 23:5

grow up to David a B Jer 33:15

forth My Servant the B Zech 3:8

whose name is the B Zech 6:12

b has already become Matt 24:32

b that bears fruit He John 15:2

b cannot bear fruit John 15:4

he is cast out as a b John 15:6

BRANCHES

in the sun, and his b Job 8:16

and bring forth b Job 14:9

and cut down the b Is 18:5

and its b are broken Jer 11:16

His b shall spread Hos 14:6

vine, you are the b John 15:5

b were broken off Rom 11:17

BRASS

become sounding b 1 Cor 13:1

feet were like fine b Rev 1:15

BRAVE

in the faith, be b 1 Cor 16:13

BREACHES

Heal its b Ps 60:2

BREAD

face you shall eat b Gen 3:19

of Salem brought out b Gen 14:18

“Behold, I will rain b Ex 16:4

shall eat unleavened b Ex 23:15

not live by b alone Deut 8:3

lives, I do not have b 1 Kin 17:12

new wine, a land of b 2 Kin 18:32

that his life abhors b Job 33:20

people as they eat b Ps 14:4

Can He give b also Ps 78:20

up late, to eat the b Ps 127:2

her poor with b Ps 132:15

For they eat the b Prov 4:17

b eaten in secret is Prov 9:17

B gained by deceit is Prov 20:17

Go, eat your b with Eccl 9:7

Cast your b upon the Eccl 11:1

b will be given him Is 33:16

for what is not b Is 55:2

to share your b Is 58:7

We get our b at the Lam 5:9

who give me my b Hos 2:5

For their b shall be Hos 9:4

And lack of b in all Amos 4:6

these stones become b Matt 4:3

not live by b alone Matt 4:4

this day our daily b Matt 6:11

eating, Jesus took b Matt 26:26

no bag, no b Mark 6:8

is he who shall eat b Luke 14:15

gives you the true b John 6:32

I am the b of life John 6:48

having dipped the b John 13:26

b which we break 1 Cor 10:16

He was betrayed took b 1 Cor 11:23

as you eat this b 1 Cor 11:26

did we eat anyone’s b 2 Thess 3:8

and eat their own b 2 Thess 3:12

BREADTH

is as great as its b Rev 21:16

BREAK

b their bones and Num 24:6

torment my soul, and b Job 19:2

They b up my path Job 30:13

B their teeth in their Ps 58:6

And now they b down Ps 74:6

b My statutes and do Ps 89:31

covenant I will not b Ps 89:34

Remember, do not b Jer 14:21

together to b bread Acts 20:7

BREAKING

in the b of bread Acts 2:42

b bread from house to Acts 2:46

weeping and b my heart Acts 21:13

dishonor God through b Rom 2:23

BREAKS

He b in pieces mighty Job 34:24

My soul b with longing Ps 119:20

Until the day b Song 2:17

Whoever therefore b Matt 5:19

BREAST

back on Jesus’ b John 13:25

BREASTPLATE

a b, an ephod Ex 28:4

righteousness as a b Is 59:17

having put on the b Eph 6:14

BREASTS

blessings of the b Gen 49:25

on My mother’s b Ps 22:9

doe, let her b satisfy Prov 5:19

Your two b are like Song 4:5

b which nursed You Luke 11:27

done, beat their b Luke 23:48

BREATH

nostrils the b of life Gen 2:7

at the blast of the b 2 Sam 22:16

that there was no b 1 Kin 17:17

perish, and by the b Job 4:9

as long as my b Job 27:3

has made me, and the b Job 33:4

You take away their b Ps 104:29

Man is like a b Ps 144:4

everything that has b Ps 150:6

they all have one b Eccl 3:19

from it, who gives b Is 42:5

“Surely I will cause b Ezek 37:5

God who holds your b Dan 5:23

gives to all life, b Acts 17:25

consume with the b 2 Thess 2:8

power to give b Rev 13:15

BREATHE

me, and such as b Ps 27:12

winds, O breath, and b Ezek 37:9

BREATHED

He b on them John 20:22

BREATHES

indeed he b his last Job 14:10

BRETHREN

presence of all his b Gen 16:12

be lifted above his b Deut 17:20

and you are all b Matt 23:8

least of these My b Matt 25:40

Go and tell My b Matt 28:10

firstborn among many b Rom 8:29

to judge between his b 1 Cor 6:5

thus sin against the b 1 Cor 8:12

over five hundred b 1 Cor 15:6

perils among false b 2 Cor 11:26

b secretly brought Gal 2:4

to be made like His b Heb 2:17

sincere love of the b 1 Pet 1:22

because we love the b 1 John 3:14

our lives for the b 1 John 3:16

does not receive the b 3 John 10

of your b the prophets Rev 22:9

BRIBE

you shall take no b Ex 23:8

b blinds the eyes Deut 16:19

b debases the heart Eccl 7:7

BRIBERY

consume the tents of b Job 15:34

BRIBES

hand is full of b Ps 26:10

but he who hates b Prov 15:27

but he who receives b Prov 29:4

everyone loves b Is 1:23

the just and taking b Amos 5:12

BRICK

people straw to make b Ex 5:7

incense on altars of b Is 65:3

Make strong the b Nah 3:14

BRICKS

“Come, let us make b Gen 11:3

b which they made Ex 5:8

deliver the quota of b Ex 5:18

b have fallen down Is 9:10

BRIDE

them on you as a b Is 49:18

He who has the b John 3:29

I will show you the b Rev 21:9

the Spirit and the b Rev 22:17

BRIDEGROOM

righteousness, as a b Is 61:10

and as the b rejoices Is 62:5

mourn as long as the b Matt 9:15

b will be taken away Matt 9:15

went out to meet the b Matt 25:1

b fast while the Mark 2:19

the friend of the b John 3:29

BRIDLE

with bit and b Ps 32:9

b the whole body James 3:2

BRIER

b shall come up the Is 55:13

longer be a pricking b Ezek 28:24

of them is like a b Mic 7:4

BRIERS

there shall come up b Is 5:6

their words, though b Ezek 2:6

BRIGHTER

Her Nazirites were b Lam 4:7

a light from heaven, b Acts 26:13

BRIGHTNESS

From the b before Him 2 Sam 22:13

and kings to the b Is 60:3

goes forth as b Is 62:1

very dark, with no b Amos 5:20

who being the b Heb 1:3

BRIMSTONE

Then the LORD rained b Gen 19:24

b is scattered on his Job 18:15

fire, smoke, and b Rev 9:17

the lake of fire and b Rev 20:10

BRING

LORD your God will b Deut 30:3

b back his soul Job 33:30

for they b down Ps 55:3

Lord said, “I will b Ps 68:22

B forth your Is 41:21

b forth justice Is 42:3

b My righteousness Is 46:13

Though they b up their Hos 9:12

And she will b Matt 1:21

b no fruit to maturity Luke 8:14

b this Man’s blood Acts 5:28

Who shall b a charge Rom 8:33

b Christ down from Rom 10:6

b Christ up from the Rom 10:7

even so God will b 1 Thess 4:14

BROAD

set me in a b place Ps 118:5

b is the way that Matt 7:13

their phylacteries b Matt 23:5

BROKE

b them at the foot of Ex 32:19

b open the fountain Ps 74:15

covenant which they b Jer 31:32

He blessed and b Matt 14:19

b the flask and poured Mark 14:3

b the legs of the John 19:32

BROKEN

he has b My covenant Gen 17:14

I am like a b vessel Ps 31:12

their bows shall be b Ps 37:15

He has b his covenant Ps 55:20

heart the spirit is b Prov 15:13

b spirit dries the Prov 17:22

but who can bear a b Prov 18:14

in the staff of this b Is 36:6

heart within me is b Jer 23:9

is oppressed and b Hos 5:11

this stone will be b Matt 21:44

Scripture cannot be b John 10:35

is My body which is b 1 Cor 11:24

BROKENHEARTED

He heals the b and Ps 147:3

BRONZE

So Moses made a b Num 21:9

your head shall be b Deut 28:23

b serpent that Moses 2 Kin 18:4

Or is my flesh b Job 6:12

b as rotten wood Job 41:27

broken the gates of b Ps 107:16

b I will bring Is 60:17

b walls against the Jer 1:18

people a fortified b Jer 15:20

a third kingdom of b Dan 2:39

make your hooves b Mic 4:13

were mountains of b Zech 6:1

BROOD

The b of evildoers Is 14:20

B of vipers Matt 12:34

hen gathers her b Luke 13:34

BROOK

stones from the b 1 Sam 17:40

shall drink of the b Ps 110:7

disciples over the B John 18:1

BROOKS

good land, a land of b Deut 8:7

b that pass away Job 6:15

for the water b Ps 42:1

BROTHER

“Where is Abel your b Gen 4:9

he were my friend or b Ps 35:14

speak against your b Ps 50:20

and a b is born for Prov 17:17

b offended is harder Prov 18:19

has neither son nor b Eccl 4:8

and do not trust any b Jer 9:4

he pursued his b Amos 1:11

Was not Esau Jacob’s b Mal 1:2

b will deliver up Matt 10:21

how often shall my b Matt 18:21

“Teacher, tell my b Luke 12:13

b will rise again John 11:23

do you judge your b Rom 14:10

b goes to law against 1 Cor 6:6

shall the weak b 1 Cor 8:11

slave—a beloved b Philem 16

He who loves his b 1 John 2:10

and murdered his b 1 John 3:12

Whoever hates his b 1 John 3:15

b sinning a sin which 1 John 5:16

I, John, both your b Rev 1:9

BROTHERHOOD

the covenant of b Amos 1:9

I might break the b Zech 11:14

Love the b 1 Pet 2:17

experienced by your b 1 Pet 5:9

BROTHERLY

to one another with b Rom 12:10

b love continue Heb 13:1

BROTHER’S

Am I my b keeper Gen 4:9

at the speck in your b Matt 7:3

BROTHERS

My b have dealt Job 6:15

a stranger to my b Ps 69:8

is My mother, or My b Mark 3:33

b are these who hear Luke 8:21

b did not believe John 7:5

love as b 1 Pet 3:8

BROUGHT

He b out His people Ps 105:48

The king has b me into Song 1:4

to heaven, will be b Luke 10:15

BRUISE

He shall b your head Gen 3:15

LORD binds up the b Is 30:26

the LORD to b Him Is 53:10

BRUISED

b reed He will not Is 42:3

He was b for our Is 53:5

b reed He will not Matt 12:20

BRUTAL

b men who are Ezek 21:31

BUCKLER

be your shield and b Ps 91:4

BUD

it bring forth and b Is 55:10

BUFFET

of Satan to b me 2 Cor 12:7

BUILD

b ourselves a city Gen 11:4

“Would you b a house 2 Sam 7:5

b a temple for the name 1 Kin 8:17

that the LORD will b 1 Chr 17:10

Solomon who shall b 1 Chr 28:6

able to b Him a temple 2 Chr 2:6

labor in vain who b Ps 127:1

down, and a time to b Eccl 3:3

house that you will b Is 66:1

I will b them and not Jer 24:6

Who b up Zion with Mic 3:10

b the desolate Mal 1:4

‘This man began to b Luke 14:30

What house will you b Acts 7:49

b you up and give you Acts 20:32

named, lest I should b Rom 15:20

For if I b again Gal 2:18

BUILDER

me, as a wise master b 1 Cor 3:10

foundations, whose b Heb 11:10

BUILDING

field, you are God’s b 1 Cor 3:9

destroyed, we have a b 2 Cor 5:1

in whom the whole b Eph 2:21

But you, beloved, b Jude 20

BUILDS

The LORD b up Ps 147:2

The wise woman b Prov 14:1

one take heed how he b 1 Cor 3:10

BUILT

Wisdom has b her house Prov 9:1

my works great, I b Eccl 2:4

Babylon, that I have b Dan 4:30

to a wise man who b Matt 7:24

a foolish man who b Matt 7:26

work which he has b 1 Cor 3:14

having been b on the Eph 2:20

rooted and b up in Him Col 2:7

For every house is b Heb 3:4

stones, are being b 1 Pet 2:5

BULL

I will not take a b Ps 50:9

like an untrained b Jer 31:18

BULLS

in the blood of b Is 1:11

For if the blood of b Heb 9:13

BULWARKS

Mark well her b Ps 48:13

for walls and b Is 26:1

BUNDLE

each man’s b of money Gen 42:35

A b of myrrh is my Song 1:13

BURDEN

You have laid the b Num 11:11

one knows his own b 2 Chr 6:29

so that I am a b Job 7:20

Cast your b on the Ps 55:22

the grasshopper is a b Eccl 12:5

in that day that his b Is 10:27

its reproach is a b Zeph 3:18

easy and My b is light Matt 11:30

as it may, I did not b 2 Cor 12:16

we might not be a b 1 Thess 2:9

on you no other b Rev 2:24

BURDENED

but you have b Me with Is 43:24

BURDENS

and looked at their b Ex 2:11

For they bind heavy b Matt 23:4

Bear one another’s b Gal 6:2

BURDENSOME

b task God has given Eccl 1:13

his life will be b Is 15:4

I myself was not b 2 Cor 12:13

commandments are not b 1 John 5:3

BURIAL

indeed he has no b Eccl 6:3

she did it for My b Matt 26:12

for the day of My b John 12:7

Stephen to his b Acts 8:2

BURIED

and there will I be b Ruth 1:17

I saw the wicked b Eccl 8:10

away the body and b Matt 14:12

also died and was b Luke 16:22

Therefore we were b Rom 6:4

and that He was b 1 Cor 15:4

b with Him in baptism Col 2:12

BURN

the bush does not b Ex 3:3

that My wrath may b Ex 32:10

b their chariots Josh 11:6

both will b together Is 1:31

“Did not our heart b Luke 24:32

eat her flesh and b Rev 17:16

BURNED

If anyone’s work is b 1 Cor 3:15

my body to be b 1 Cor 13:3

whose end is to be b Heb 6:8

be touched and that b Heb 12:18

are b outside the camp Heb 13:11

in it will be b 2 Pet 3:10

all green grass was b Rev 8:7

BURNING

b torch that passed Gen 15:17

with severe b fever Deut 28:22

on his lips like a b Prov 16:27

b fire shut up in my Jer 20:9

b jealousy against the Ezek 36:5

plucked from the b Amos 4:11

a great mountain b Rev 8:8

fell from heaven, b Rev 8:10

BURNT

lamb for a b offering Gen 22:7

delight in b offering Ps 51:16

b offerings are not Jer 6:20

Though you offer Me b Amos 5:22

BURST

it is ready to b Job 32:19

with doors, when it b Job 38:8

the new wine will b Luke 5:37

falling headlong, he b Acts 1:18

BURY

b your dead in the Gen 23:6

was no one to b them Ps 79:3

go and b my father Matt 8:21

and let the dead b Matt 8:22

BUSH

from the midst of a b Ex 3:2

Him who dwelt in the b Deut 33:16

to him in the b Acts 7:35

BUSINESS

in ships, who do b Ps 107:23

farm, another to his b Matt 22:5

about My Father’s b Luke 2:49

BUSYBODIES

at all, but are b 2 Thess 3:11

but also gossips and b 1 Tim 5:13

BUTLER

b did not remember Gen 40:23

BUTTER

So he took b and milk Gen 18:8

were smoother than b Ps 55:21

of milk produces b Prov 30:33

BUY

in Egypt to b grain Gen 41:57

B the truth Prov 23:23

Yes, come, b wine and Is 55:1

that we may b the poor Amos 8:6

b food for all these Luke 9:18

“B those things we John 13:29

rejoice, those who b 1 Cor 7:30

spend a year there, b James 4:13

I counsel you to b Rev 3:18

and that no one may b Rev 13:17

BUYER

nothing,” cries the b Prov 20:14

as with the b Is 24:2

‘Let not the b Ezek 7:12

BUYS

a field and b it Prov 31:16

has and b that field Matt 13:44

b their merchandise Rev 18:11

BYGONE

b generations Acts 14:16

BYWORD

But He has made me a b Job 17:6

You made us a b Ps 44:14

CAESAR

— Augustus Caesar (31 B.C.-A.D. 14):

Decree of brings Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem, Luke 2:1

— Tiberius Caesar (A.D. 14–37):

Christ’s ministry dated by, Luke 3:1–23

Tribute paid to, Matt 22:17–21

Jews side with, John 19:12

— Claudius Caesar (A.D. 41–54):

Famine in time of, Acts 11:28

Banished Jews from Rome, Acts 18:2

— Nero Caesar (A.D. 54–68):

Paul appealed to, Acts 25:8–12

Christian converts in household of, Phil 4:22

Paul tried before, 2 Tim 4:16–18

Called Augustus, Acts 25:21

CAESAREA

Roman capital of Palestine, Acts 12:19; 23:33

Paul escorted to, Acts 23:23–33

Paul imprisoned at; appeals to Caesar, Acts 25:4, 8–13

Peter preaches at, Acts 10:34–43

Paul preaches at, Acts 9:26–30; 18:22; 21:8

CAESAREA PHILIPPI

A city in northern Palestine; scene of Peter’s great confession, Matt 16:13–20

Probable site of the Transfiguration, Matt 17:1–3

CAGE

c is full of birds Jer 5:27

foul spirit, and a c Rev 18:2

CAIAPHAS

Son-in-law of Annas; high priest, John 18:13

Makes prophecy, John 11:49–52

Jesus appears before, John 18:23, 24

Apostles appear before, Acts 4:1–22

CAIN

Adam’s first son, Gen 4:1

His offering rejected, Gen 4:2–7; Heb 11:4

Murders Abel; is exiled; settles in Nod, Gen 4:8–17

A type of evil, Jude 11

CAKE

Ephraim is a c Hos 7:8

CAKES

Sustain me with c Song 2:5

and love the raisin c Hos 3:1

CALAMITIES

refuge, until these c Ps 57:1

CALAMITY

for the day of their c Deut 32:35

will laugh at your c Prov 1:26

c shall come suddenly Prov 6:15

If there is c in a Amos 3:6

CALCULATED

c the dust of the Is 40:12

CALDRON

this city is the c Ezek 11:3

CALEB

Sent as spy; gives good report; rewarded, Num 13:2, 6, 27, 30; 14:5–9, 24–38

Inherits Hebron, Josh 14:6–15

Conquers his territory with Othniel’s help, Josh 15:13–19

CALF

and made a molded c Ex 32:4

They made a c in Horeb Ps 106:19

is, than a fatted c Prov 15:17

like a stubborn c Hos 4:16

Your c is rejected Hos 8:5

And bring the fatted c Luke 15:23

creature like a c Rev 4:7

CALL

I will c to the LORD 1 Sam 12:17

c their lands after Ps 49:11

To you, O men, I c Prov 8:4

c upon Him while He Is 55:6

‘C to Me Jer 33:3

Arise, c on your God Jon 1:6

They will c on My name Zech 13:9

c His name JESUS Matt 1:21

c the righteous Matt 9:13

Lord our God will c Acts 2:39

c them My people Rom 9:25

then shall they c Rom 10:14

For God did not c 1 Thess 4:7

c and election sure 2 Pet 1:10

CALLED

c the light Day Gen 1:5

c his wife’s name Eve Gen 3:20

“I, the LORD, have c Is 42:6

I have c you by your Is 43:1

The LORD has c Me from Is 49:1

and out of Egypt I c Hos 11:1

“Out of Egypt I c Matt 2:15

a city c Nazareth Matt 2:23

For many are c Matt 20:16

to those who are the c Rom 8:28

these He also c Rom 8:30

But God has c us to 1 Cor 7:15

praises of Him who c 1 Pet 2:9

knowledge of Him who c 2 Pet 1:3

c children of God 1 John 3:1

CALLING

the gifts and the c Rom 11:29

For you see your c 1 Cor 1:26

remain in the same c 1 Cor 7:20

to walk worthy of the c Eph 4:1

in one hope of your c Eph 4:4

us with a holy c 2 Tim 1:9

of the heavenly c Heb 3:1

CALLS

c them all by name Ps 147:4

there is no one who c Is 64:7

David himself c Mark 12:37

c his own sheep John 10:3

For “whoever c Rom 10:13

CALM

the sea will become c Jon 1:12

there was a great c Matt 8:26

CALMED

Surely I have c Ps 131:2

CALVARY

Christ crucified there, Luke 23:33

Same as “Golgotha” in Hebrew, John 19:17

CALVES

made two c of gold 1 Kin 12:28

their cow c without Job 21:10

like stall-fed c Mal 4:2

blood of goats and c Heb 9:12

he took the blood of c Heb 9:19

CAMEL

it is easier for a c Matt 19:24

and swallow a c Matt 23:24

CAMP

“This is God’s c Gen 32:2

who went before the c Ex 14:19

to Him, outside the c Heb 13:13

CAN

I c do all things Phil 4:13

CANA

A village of upper Galilee; home of Nathanael, John 21:2

Site of Christ’s first miracle, John 2:1–11

Healing at, John 4:46–54

CANAAN

A son of Ham, Gen 10:6

Cursed by Noah, Gen 9:20–25

— Promised Land, Gen 12:5

Boundaries of, Gen 10:19

God’s promises concerning, given to Abraham, Gen 12:1–3

to Isaac, Gen 26:2, 3

to Jacob, Gen 28:10–13

to Israel, Ex 3:8

Conquest of, announced, Gen 15:7–21

preceded by spying expedition, Num 13:1–33

delayed by unbelief, Num 14:1–35

accomplished by the Lord, Josh 23:1–16

achieved only in part, Judg 1:21, 27–36

CANAANITES

Israelites commanded to:

drive them out; not serve their gods, Ex 23:23–33

shun their abominations, Lev 18:24–30

not make covenants or intermarry with them, Deut 7:1–3

CANCER

will spread like c 2 Tim 2:17

CANE

bought Me no sweet c Is 43:24

Sheba, and sweet c Jer 6:20

CANOPIES

He made darkness c 2 Sam 22:12

CANOPY

His c around Him was Ps 18:11

CAPERNAUM

Simon Peter’s home, Mark 1:21, 29

Christ performs healings there, Matt 8:5–17; 9:1–8; Mark 1:21–28; John 4:46–54

preaches there, Mark 9:33–50; John 6:24–71

uses as headquarters, Matt 4:13–17

pronounces judgment upon, Matt 11:23, 24

CAPPADOCIA

Jews from, at Pentecost, Acts 2:1, 9

Christians of, addressed by Peter, 1 Pet 1:1

CAPSTONE

bring forth the c Zech 4:7

CAPTAIN

which, having no c Prov 6:7

CAPTIVE

have led captivity c Ps 68:18

of your neck, O c Is 52:2

they shall now go c Amos 6:7

and be led away c Luke 21:24

He led captivity c Eph 4:8

CAPTIVES

will bring back the c Amos 9:14

and return their c Zeph 2:7

make c of gullible women 2 Tim 3:6

CAPTIVITY

bring you back from c Deut 30:3

high, You have led c Ps 68:18

Judah has gone into c Lam 1:3

from David until the c Matt 1:17

and bringing me into c Rom 7:23

every thought into c 2 Cor 10:5

on high, He led c Eph 4:8

shall go into c Rev 13:10

CARCASS

honey were in the c Judg 14:8

For wherever the c Matt 24:28

CARE

“Lord, do You not c Luke 10:40

you to be without c 1 Cor 7:32

who will sincerely c Phil 2:20

how will he take c 1 Tim 3:5

casting all your c 1 Pet 5:7

CARED

he said, not that he c John 12:6

CAREFULLY

c keep all these Deut 11:22

I shall walk c all my Is 38:15

CARELESS

but he who is c Prov 19:16

CARES

no one c for my soul Ps 142:4

and are choked with c Luke 8:14

He who is unmarried c 1 Cor 7:32

for He c for you 1 Pet 5:7

CARMEL

City of Judah, Josh 15:55

Site of Saul’s victory, 1 Sam 15:12

— A mountain of Palestine, Josh 19:26

Scene of Elijah’s triumph, 1 Kin 18:19–45

Elisha visits, 2 Kin 2:25

CARNAL

spiritual, but I am c Rom 7:14

c mind is enmity Rom 8:7

for you are still c 1 Cor 3:3

our warfare are not c 2 Cor 10:4

CARNALLY

we may know them c Gen 19:5

that we may know him c Judg 19:22

c minded is death Rom 8:6

CAROUSE

count it pleasure to c 2 Pet 2:13

CAROUSING

be weighed down with c Luke 21:34

CARPENTER

Is this not the c Mark 6:3

CARRIED

the LORD your God c Deut 1:31

and c our sorrows Is 53:4

parted from them and c Luke 24:51

c me away in the Rev 17:3

CARRY

their hands cannot c Job 5:12

c them away like a Ps 90:5

I am not worthy to c Matt 3:11

for you to c your bed John 5:10

it is certain we can c 1 Tim 6:7

CARRYING

a man will meet you c Mark 14:13

always c about in the 2 Cor 4:10

CASE

c that is too hard Deut 1:17

I have prepared my c Job 13:18

I would present my c Job 23:4

“Present your c Is 41:21

Festus laid Paul’s c Acts 25:14

CASSIA

myrrh and aloes and c Ps 45:8

CAST

When they c you down Job 22:29

c away Their Ps 2:3

Why are you c down Ps 42:5

But You have c us off Ps 44:9

c me away from Your Ps 51:11

He c on them the Ps 78:49

the LORD will not c Ps 94:14

me up and c me away Ps 102:10

and the earth shall c Is 26:19

My sight, as I have c Jer 7:15

C away from you all Ezek 18:31

brought Daniel and c Dan 6:16

c all our sins into Mic 7:19

whole body to be c Matt 5:29

the kingdom will be c Matt 8:12

spirits, to c them out Matt 10:1

In My name they will c Mark 16:17

by no means c out John 6:37

c away His people Rom 11:1

c away your confidence Heb 10:35

c their crowns before Rev 4:10

the great dragon was c Rev 12:9

CASTING

nation which I am c Lev 20:23

Andrew his brother, c Matt 4:18

c down arguments 2 Cor 10:5

c all your care 1 Pet 5:7

CASTS

If Satan c Matt 12:26

perfect love c out 1 John 4:18

CATCH

in wait to c the poor Ps 10:9

c Him in His words Mark 12:13

down your nets for a c Luke 5:4

From now on you will c Luke 5:10

CATCHES

and the wolf c the John 10:12

c the wise in their 1 Cor 3:19

CATERPILLAR

their crops to the c Ps 78:46

CATTLE

c you shall take as Josh 8:2

does not let their c Ps 107:38

CAUGHT

behind him was a ram c Gen 22:13

and that night they c John 21:3

Spirit of the Lord c Acts 8:39

her Child was c up Rev 12:5

CAUSE

I would commit my c Job 5:8

my enemy without c Ps 7:4

hate me without a c Ps 35:19

c His face to shine Ps 67:1

C me to know the way Ps 143:8

one to plead his c Prov 18:17

God, Who pleads the c Is 51:22

He judged the c Jer 22:16

brother without a c Matt 5:22

hated Me without a c John 15:25

For this c I was born John 18:37

CAVES

the people hid in c 1 Sam 13:6

rocks, and into the c Is 2:19

in dens and c of the Heb 11:38

CEASE

and night shall not c Gen 8:22

Why should the work c Neh 6:3

There the wicked c Job 3:17

He makes wars c Ps 46:9

C listening to Prov 19:27

C to do evil Is 1:16

tongues, they will c 1 Cor 13:8

do not c to give Eph 1:16

do not c to pray for Col 1:9

CEASED

c building the city Gen 11:8

the sea, and the sea c Jon 1:15

CEASES

for the godly man c Ps 12:1

CEASING

c your work of faith 1 Thess 1:3

thank God without c 1 Thess 2:13

pray without c 1 Thess 5:17

CEDAR

dwell in a house of c 2 Sam 7:2

He shall grow like a c Ps 92:12

of our houses are c Song 1:17

it, paneling it with c Jer 22:14

Indeed Assyria was a c Ezek 31:3

CEDARS

the LORD breaks the c Ps 29:5

c of Lebanon which He Ps 104:16

CELESTIAL

but the glory of the c 1 Cor 15:40

CENCHREA

A harbor of Corinth, Acts 18:18

Home of Phoebe, Rom 16:1

CENSER

Aaron, each took his c Lev 10:1

Each man had a c Ezek 8:11

which had the golden c Heb 9:4

the angel took the c Rev 8:5

CEPHAS

Aramaic for Peter, John 1:42

CERTAINTY

make you know the c Prov 22:21

you may know the c Luke 1:4

CERTIFICATE

a man to write a c Mark 10:4

CERTIFIED

His testimony has c John 3:33

CHAFF

c that a storm Job 21:18

c which the wind Ps 1:4

Let them be like c Ps 35:5

be chased like the c Is 17:13

You shall conceive c Is 33:11

the day passes like c Zeph 2:2

He will burn up the c Matt 3:12

CHAIN

He has made my c Lam 3:7

pit and a great c Rev 20:1

CHAINED

of God is not c 2 Tim 2:9

the prisoners as if c Heb 13:3

CHAINS

their kings with c Ps 149:8

your neck with c Song 1:10

And his c fell off Acts 12:7

am, except for these c Acts 26:29

Remember my c Col 4:18

minister to me in my c Philem 13

delivered them into c 2 Pet 2:4

CHALDEA

Originally, the southern portion of Babylonia, Gen 11:31

Applied later to all Babylonia, Dan 3:8

Abram came from, Gen 11:28–31

CHALDEANS

Attack Job, Job 1:17

Nebuchadnezzar, king of, 2 Kin 24:1

Jerusalem defeated by, 2 Kin 25:1–21

Babylon, “the glory of,” Is 13:19

Predicted captivity of Jews among, Jer 25:1–26

God’s agent, Hab 1:6

CHAMBERS

and the c of the south Job 9:9

brought me into his c Song 1:4

and his c by injustice Jer 22:13

CHAMPION

And a c went out from 1 Sam 17:4

CHANGE

c his countenance Job 14:20

c the night into day Job 17:12

and who can make Him c Job 23:13

Because they do not c Ps 55:19

a cloak You will c Ps 102:26

with those given to c Prov 24:21

Can the Ethiopian c Jer 13:23

c times and law Dan 7:25

c their glory into Hos 4:7

the LORD, I do not c Mal 3:6

now and to c my tone Gal 4:20

there is also a c Heb 7:12

CHANGED

But My people have c Jer 2:11

c the glory of the Rom 1:23

but we shall all be c 1 Cor 15:51

the priesthood being c Heb 7:12

CHANGERS’

and poured out the c John 2:15

CHANGES

c the times and the Dan 2:21

CHANNELS

c of the sea were seen Ps 18:15

CHARACTER

and c, hope Rom 5:4

CHARGED

May it not be c 2 Tim 4:16

CHARIOT

He took off their c Ex 14:25

that suddenly a c 2 Kin 2:11

makes the clouds His c Ps 104:3

and overtake this c Acts 8:29

CHARIOTS

the clatter of his c Judg 5:28

Some trust in c Ps 20:7

The c of God are Ps 68:17

CHARITABLE

you do not do your c Matt 6:1

that your c deed Matt 6:4

c deeds which she Acts 9:36

CHARM

C is deceitful and Prov 31:30

CHARMERS

heed the voice of c Ps 58:5

CHARMS

women who sew magic c Ezek 13:18

CHASE

Five of you shall c Lev 26:8

How could one c Deut 32:30

angel of the LORD c Ps 35:5

CHASTE

may present you as a c 2 Cor 11:2

to be discreet, c Titus 2:5

c conduct accompanied 1 Pet 3:2

CHASTEN

C your son while there Prov 19:18

is My desire, I will c Hos 10:10

a father does not c Heb 12:7

I love, I rebuke and c Rev 3:19

CHASTENED

c my soul with fasting Ps 69:10

c every morning Ps 73:14

The LORD has c me Ps 118:18

In vain I have c Jer 2:30

c us as seemed best Heb 12:10

CHASTENING

have not seen the c Deut 11:2

do not despise the c Job 5:17

‘I have borne c Job 34:31

a prayer when Your c Is 26:16

if you are without c Heb 12:8

Now no c seems to be Heb 12:11

CHASTENS

the LORD loves He c Heb 12:6

CHASTISE

and I, even I, will c Lev 26:28

c them according Hos 7:12

I will therefore c Luke 23:22

CHASTISEMENT

the c for our peace Is 53:5

CHATTER

c leads only to Prov 14:23

CHEAT

‘You shall not c Lev 19:13

Beware lest anyone c Col 2:8

CHEATED

let yourselves be c 1 Cor 6:7

we have c no one 2 Cor 7:2

CHEBAR

River in Babylonia, Ezek 1:3

Site of Ezekiel’s visions, Ezek 10:15, 20

CHEDORLAOMER

A king of Elam; invaded Canaan, Gen 14:1–16

CHEEK

Let him give his c Lam 3:30

with a rod on the c Mic 5:1

on your right c Matt 5:39

CHEEKBONE

my enemies on the c Ps 3:7

CHEEKS

c are lovely with Song 1:10

His c are like a bed Song 5:13

struck Me, and My c Is 50:6

CHEER

and let your heart c Eccl 11:9

“Son, be of good c Matt 9:2

CHEERFUL

for God loves a c 2 Cor 9:7

Is anyone c James 5:13

CHEERFULNESS

shows mercy, with c Rom 12:8

CHEESE

and curdle me like c Job 10:10

CHEMOSH

The god of the Moabites, Num 21:29

Children sacrificed to, 2 Kin 3:26, 27

Solomon builds altars to, 1 Kin 11:7

Josiah destroys altars of, 2 Kin 23:13

CHERISHES

but nourishes and c Eph 5:29

as a nursing mother c 1 Thess 2:7

CHERUB

He rode upon a c 2 Sam 22:11

CHERUBIM

and He placed c Gen 3:24

dwell between the c Ps 80:1

fire from among the c Ezek 10:2

above it were the c Heb 9:5

CHIEF

is white and ruddy, c Song 5:10

of whom I am c 1 Tim 1:15

Zion a c cornerstone 1 Pet 2:6

has become the c 1 Pet 2:7

C Shepherd appears 1 Pet 5:4

CHILD

Like a weaned c Ps 131:2

c is known by his Prov 20:11

Train up a c in the Prov 22:6

For unto us a C Is 9:6

c shall lead them Is 11:6

When Israel was a c Hos 11:1

virgin shall be with c Matt 1:23

He took a little c Mark 9:36

of God as a little c Mark 10:15

kind of c will this be Luke 1:66

So the c grew and Luke 1:80

When I was a c 1 Cor 13:11

She bore a male C Rev 12:5

CHILDBEARING

she will be saved in c 1 Tim 2:15

CHILDBIRTH

pain as a woman in c Is 13:8

CHILDHOOD

from your flesh, for c Eccl 11:10

And he said, “From c Mark 9:21

c you have known 2 Tim 3:15

CHILDLESS

give me, seeing I go c Gen 15:2

this man down as c Jer 22:30

CHILDREN

she bore Jacob no c Gen 30:1

and all of you are c Ps 82:6

c are a heritage Ps 127:3

He has blessed your c Ps 147:13

let the c of Zion be Ps 149:2

c are blessed after Prov 20:7

c rise up and call her Prov 31:28

c are their oppressors Is 3:12

c whom the LORD has Is 8:18

be the peace of your c Is 54:13

they are My people, c Is 63:8

the hearts of the c Mal 4:6

c will rise up against Matt 10:21

and become as little c Matt 18:3

c were brought to Him Matt 19:13

“Let the little c Matt 19:14

the right to become c John 1:12

you were Abraham’s c John 8:39

spirit that we are c Rom 8:16

but as my beloved c 1 Cor 4:14

Brethren, do not be c 1 Cor 14:20

c ought not to lay up 2 Cor 12:14

and were by nature c Eph 2:3

should no longer be c Eph 4:14

Walk as c of light Eph 5:8

and harmless, c Phil 2:15

now we are c of God 1 John 3:2

that we love the c 1 John 5:2

to hear that my c 3 John 4 

CHILION

Elimelech’s son, Ruth 1:2

Orpah’s deceased husband, Ruth 1:4, 5

Boaz redeems his estate, Ruth 4:9

CHINNERETH (or Chinneroth)

Fortified city in Naphtali, Deut 3:17

A region bordering the Sea of Galilee, 1 Kin 15:20

Same as the plain of Gennesaret, Matt 14:34

— The OT name for the Sea of Galilee, Num 34:11

Also called Lake of Gennesaret, Luke 5:1

CHOICE

rather than c gold Prov 8:10

CHOOSE

therefore c life Deut 30:19

c none of his ways Prov 3:31

evil and c the good Is 7:15

will still c Israel Is 14:1

will again c Jerusalem Zech 1:17

You did not c John 15:16

yet what I shall c Phil 1:22

CHOOSES

in the way He c Ps 25:12

CHOSE

a good while ago God c Acts 15:7

just as He c us in Him Eph 1:4

from the beginning c 2 Thess 2:13

CHOSEN

of Jacob, His c 1 Chr 16:13

people He has c Ps 33:12

a covenant with My c Ps 89:3

c the way of truth Ps 119:30

servant whom I have c Is 43:10

c that good part Luke 10:42

I know whom I have c John 13:18

c you that you should Acts 22:14

c the foolish things 1 Cor 1:27

Has God not c the poor James 2:5

But you are a c 1 Pet 2:9

CHRIST

genealogy of Jesus C Matt 1:1

Jesus who is called C Matt 1:16





“You are the C Matt 16:16

if You are the C Matt 26:63

a Savior, who is C Luke 2:11

that He Himself is C Luke 23:2

the law that the C John 12:34

he preached the C Acts 9:20

have the Spirit of C Rom 8:9

It is C who died Rom 8:34

C did not please Rom 15:3

Is C divided 1 Cor 1:13

Him you are in C Jesus 1 Cor 1:30

to be justified by C Gal 2:17

been crucified with C Gal 2:20

but C lives in me Gal 2:20

your Seed,” who is C Gal 3:16

before by God in C Gal 3:17

C may dwell in your Eph 3:17

C will give you Eph 5:14

C is head of the Eph 5:23

to me, to live is C Phil 1:21

confess that Jesus C Phil 2:11

C who strengthens Phil 4:13

which is C in you Col 1:27

C who is our Col 3:4

C is all and in all Col 3:11

and men, the Man C 1 Tim 2:5

Jesus C is the same Heb 13:8

C His Son cleanses us 1 John 1:7

that Jesus is the C 1 John 5:1

of His C have come Rev 12:10

and reigned with C Rev 20:4

CHRISTIAN

me to become a C Acts 26:28

anyone suffers as a C 1 Pet 4:16

CHRISTIANS

were first called C Acts 11:26

CHRISTS

For false c and Matt 24:24

CHURCH

rock I will build My c Matt 16:18

them, tell it to the c Matt 18:17

c daily those who were Acts 2:47

elders in every c Acts 14:23

do you despise the c 1 Cor 11:22

be made known by the c Eph 3:10

also loved the c Eph 5:25

Himself a glorious c Eph 5:27

as the Lord does the c Eph 5:29

body, which is the c Col 1:24

and do not let the c 1 Tim 5:16

general assembly and c Heb 12:23

To the angel of the c Rev 2:1

CHURCHES

strengthening the c Acts 15:41

The c of Christ greet Rom 16:16

imitators of the c 1 Thess 2:14

John, to the seven c Rev 1:4

angels of the seven c Rev 1:20

these things in the c Rev 22:16

CHURNING

For as the c of milk Prov 30:33

CHURNS

My heart c within Me Hos 11:8

CILICIA

Paul’s homeland, Acts 21:39

Students from, argued with Stephen, Acts 6:9

Paul labors in, Gal 1:21

CIRCLE

He walks above the c Job 22:14

when He drew a c Prov 8:27

who sits above the c Is 40:22

CIRCUIT

of heaven, and its c Ps 19:6

comes again on its c Eccl 1:6

CIRCUMCISE

c the foreskin of your Deut 10:16

LORD your God will c Deut 30:6

C yourselves to the Jer 4:4

is necessary to c them Acts 15:5

CIRCUMCISED

among you shall be c Gen 17:10

who will justify the c Rom 3:30

While he was c Rom 4:10

the gospel for the c Gal 2:7

if you become c Gal 5:2

c the eighth day Phil 3:5

In Him you were also c Col 2:11

CIRCUMCISION

him the covenant of c Acts 7:8

c that which is outward Rom 2:28

c is that of the heart Rom 2:29

a servant to the c Rom 15:8

C is nothing and 1 Cor 7:19

Christ Jesus neither c Gal 5:6

For we are the c Phil 3:3

circumcised with the c Col 2:11

those of the c Titus 1:10

CIRCUMSPECTLY

then that you walk c Eph 5:15

CISTERN

waters of his own c 2 Kin 18:31

from your own c Prov 5:15

CITIES

He overthrew those c Gen 19:25

repair the ruined c Is 61:4

c are a wilderness Is 64:10

c will be laid waste Jer 4:7

three parts, and the c Rev 16:19

CITIZEN

But I was born a c Acts 22:28

CITIZENS

But his c hated him Luke 19:14

but fellow c with the Eph 2:19

CITIZENSHIP

sum I obtained this c Acts 22:28

For our c is in heaven Phil 3:20

CITY

And he built a c Gen 4:17

shall make glad the c Ps 46:4

c shall flourish Ps 72:16

They found no c Ps 107:4

c that is compact Ps 122:3

the LORD guards the c Ps 127:1

at the entry of the c Prov 8:3

c has become a harlot Is 1:21

upon Zion, the c Is 33:20

after the holy c Is 48:2

How lonely sits the c Lam 1:1

Nineveh, that great c Jon 4:11

c that dwelt securely Zeph 2:15

to the oppressing c Zeph 3:1

c called Nazareth Matt 2:23

c that is set on a Matt 5:14

He has prepared a c Heb 11:16

Zion and to the c Heb 12:22

have no continuing c Heb 13:14

will tread the holy c Rev 11:2

fallen, that great c Rev 14:8

and the beloved c Rev 20:9

John, saw the holy c Rev 21:2

c was pure gold Rev 21:18

c had no need of the Rev 21:23

the gates into the c Rev 22:14

CLAP

c their hands at him Job 27:23

Oh, c your hands Ps 47:1

let the rivers c Ps 98:8

of the field shall c Is 55:12

CLAUDIUS LYSIAS

Roman commander who protected Paul, Acts 24:22–24, 26

CLAY

dwell in houses of c Job 4:19

have made me like c Job 10:9

are defenses of c Job 13:12

been formed out of c Job 33:6

takes on form like c Job 38:14

pit, out of the miry c Ps 40:2

be esteemed as the c Is 29:16

Shall the c say to him Is 45:9

We are the c Is 64:8

“Look, as the c Jer 18:6

iron and partly of c Dan 2:33

blind man with the c John 9:6

have power over the c Rom 9:21

CLEAN

seven each of every c Gen 7:2

between unclean and c Lev 10:10

wash in them and be c 2 Kin 5:12

Who can bring a c Job 14:4

He who has c hands and Ps 24:4

make yourselves c Is 1:16

Then I will sprinkle c Ezek 36:25

c out His threshing Matt 3:12

You can make me c Matt 8:2

all things are c Luke 11:41

but is completely c John 13:10

“You are not all c John 13:11

You are already c John 15:3

in fine linen, c Rev 19:8

CLEANSE

You shall c the altar Ex 29:36

C me from secret Ps 19:12

and c me from my sin Ps 51:2

How can a young man c Ps 119:9

I will c you from all Ezek 36:25

c the lepers, raise Matt 10:8

might sanctify and c Eph 5:26

c your conscience Heb 9:14

C your hands James 4:8

us our sins and to c 1 John 1:9

CLEANSED

Surely I have c Ps 73:13

and you were not c Ezek 24:13

the lepers are c Matt 11:5

“Were there not ten c Luke 17:17

CLEANSES

Therefore if anyone c 2 Tim 2:21

Jesus Christ His Son c 1 John 1:7

CLEAR

c shining after rain 2 Sam 23:4

fair as the moon, c Song 6:10

yourselves to be c 2 Cor 7:11

like a jasper stone, c Rev 21:11
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with rebukes You c Ps 39:11

C your son Prov 29:17

But I will c you in Jer 30:11

CORRECTED

human fathers who c Heb 12:9

CORRECTION

nor detest His c Prov 3:11

but he who refuses c Prov 10:17

but he who hates c Prov 12:1

c will drive it Prov 22:15

Do not withhold c Prov 23:13

they received no c Jer 2:30

for reproof, for c 2 Tim 3:16

CORRECTS

is the man whom God c Job 5:17

the LORD loves He c Prov 3:12

CORRODED

and silver are c James 5:3

CORRUPT

have together become c Ps 14:3

have together become c Ps 53:3

old man which grows c Eph 4:22

men of c minds 2 Tim 3:8

in these things they c Jude 10

CORRUPTED

for all flesh had c Gen 6:12

we have c no one 2 Cor 7:2

so your minds may be c 2 Cor 11:3

Your riches are c James 5:2

the great harlot who c Rev 19:2

CORRUPTIBLE

For this c must put on 1 Cor 15:53

redeemed with c things 1 Pet 1:18

CORRUPTION

Your Holy One to see c Ps 16:10

God raised up saw no c Acts 13:37

from the bondage of c Rom 8:21

The body is sown in c 1 Cor 15:42

c inherit incorruption 1 Cor 15:50

of the flesh reap c Gal 6:8

having escaped the c 2 Pet 1:4

perish in their own c 2 Pet 2:12

COST

and count the c Luke 14:28

COULD

has done what she c Mark 14:8

c remove mountains 1 Cor 13:2

which no one c number Rev 7:9

COUNCILS

deliver you up to c Mark 13:9

COUNSEL

and strength, He has c Job 12:13

the c of the wicked is Job 21:16

when the friendly c Job 29:4

is this who darkens c Job 38:2

who walks not in the c Ps 1:1

We took sweet c Ps 55:14

guide me with Your c Ps 73:24

you disdained all my c Prov 1:25

have none of my c Prov 1:30

Where there is no c Prov 11:14

C in the heart of man Prov 20:5

by wise c wage war Prov 20:18

whom did He take c Is 40:14

You are great in c Jer 32:19

according to the c Eph 1:11

immutability of His c Heb 6:17

I c you to buy from Rev 3:18

COUNSELOR

be called Wonderful, C Is 9:6

but there was no c Is 41:28

Has your c perished Mic 4:9

who has become His c Rom 11:34

COUNSELORS

c there is safety Prov 11:14

COUNT

c the people of Israel 2 Sam 24:4

c my life dear to Acts 20:24

c me as a partner Philem 17

His promise, as some c 2 Pet 3:9

COUNTED

Even a fool is c Prov 17:28

c as the small dust Is 40:15

the wages are not c Rom 4:4

He c me faithful 1 Tim 1:12

who rule well be c 1 Tim 5:17

COUNTENANCE

The LORD lift up His c Num 6:26

c they did not cast Job 29:24

up the light of Your c Ps 4:6

His c is like Lebanon Song 5:15

with a sad c Matt 6:16

His c was like Matt 28:3

of the glory of his c 2 Cor 3:7

sword, and His c Rev 1:16

COUNTRY

“Get out of your c Gen 12:1

good news from a far c Prov 25:25

and went into a far c Matt 21:33

as in a foreign c Heb 11:9

that is, a heavenly c Heb 11:16

COUNTRYMEN

for my brethren, my c Rom 9:3

COURAGE

strong and of good c Deut 31:6

thanked God and took c Acts 28:15

COURSE

and sets on fire the c James 3:6

COURT

appoint my day in c Job 9:19

by you or by a human c 1 Cor 4:3

They zealously c Gal 4:17

COURTEOUS

be tenderhearted, be c 1 Pet 3:8

COURTS

he may dwell in Your c Ps 65:4

even faints for the c Ps 84:2

flourish in the c Ps 92:13

and into His c Ps 100:4

drink it in My holy c Is 62:9

COVENANT

I will establish My c Gen 6:18

the LORD made a c Gen 15:18

for Me, behold, My c Gen 17:4

as a perpetual c Ex 31:16

it is a c of salt Num 18:19

Remember His c forever 1 Chr 16:15

“I have made a c Job 31:1

will show them His c Ps 25:14

c shall stand firm Ps 89:28

sons will keep My c Ps 132:12

and give You as a C Is 42:6

the words of this c Jer 11:2

I will make a new c Jer 31:31

‘I made a c with your Jer 34:13

I might break the c Zech 11:10

the Messenger of the c Mal 3:1

cup is the new c Luke 22:20

c that was confirmed Gal 3:17

Mediator of a better c Heb 8:6

c had been faultless Heb 8:7

He says, “A new c Heb 8:13

Mediator of the new c Heb 12:24

of the everlasting c Heb 13:20

COVENANTED

your kingdom, as I c 2 Chr 7:18

to the word that I c Hag 2:5

COVENANTS

the glory, the c Rom 9:4

these are the two c Gal 4:24

COVER

the rock, and will c Ex 33:22

He shall c you with Ps 91:4

c Yourself with light Ps 104:2

LORD as the waters c Is 11:9

and will no more c Is 26:21

from the wind and a c Is 32:2

not to c his head 1 Cor 11:7

c a multitude of sins James 5:20

COVERED

The depths have c Ex 15:5

c my transgressions as Job 31:33

Whose sin is c Ps 32:1

the wings of a dove c Ps 68:13

c all their sin Ps 85:2

You c me in my Ps 139:13

with two he c his face Is 6:2

of Jacob will be c Is 27:9

You have c Yourself Lam 3:44

For there is nothing c Matt 10:26

COVERING

spread a cloud for a c Ps 105:39

make sackcloth their c Is 50:3

given to her for a c 1 Cor 11:15

COVERINGS

and made themselves c Gen 3:7

COVET

“You shall not c Ex 20:17

c fields and take them Mic 2:2

You murder and c James 4:2

COVETED

c no one’s silver Acts 20:33

COVETOUS

nor thieves, nor c 1 Cor 6:10

trained in c practices 2 Pet 2:14

COVETOUSNESS

but he who hates c Prov 28:16

for nothing but your c Jer 22:17

heed and beware of c Luke 12:15

would not have known c Rom 7:7

all uncleanness or c Eph 5:3

conduct be without c Heb 13:5

COWARDLY

the c, unbelieving Rev 21:8

CRAFTINESS

wise in their own c Job 5:13

not walking in c 2 Cor 4:2

deceived Eve by his c 2 Cor 11:3

in the cunning c Eph 4:14

CRAFTSMAN

instructor of every c Gen 4:22

c encouraged the Is 41:7

c stretches out his Is 44:13

CRAFTY

Jonadab was a very c 2 Sam 13:3

the devices of the c Job 5:12

They have taken c Ps 83:3

of a harlot, and a c Prov 7:10

Nevertheless, being c 2 Cor 12:16

CRANE

Like a c or a swallow Is 38:14

CRAVES

and his soul still c Is 29:8

CREAM

she brought out c Judg 5:25

were bathed with c Job 29:6

CREATE

peace and c calamity Is 45:7

For behold, I c Is 65:17

CREATED

So God c man in His Gen 1:27

Spirit, they are c Ps 104:30

and they were c Ps 148:5

and see who has c Is 40:26

of Israel has c Is 41:20

For the LORD has c Jer 31:22

Has not one God c Mal 2:10

Nor was man c for the 1 Cor 11:9

c in Christ Jesus Eph 2:10

hidden in God who c Eph 3:9

new man which was c Eph 4:24

Him all things were c Col 1:16

from foods which God c 1 Tim 4:3

for You c all things Rev 4:11

CREATION

c which God Mark 13:19

c was subjected Rom 8:20

know that the whole c Rom 8:22

Christ, he is a new c 2 Cor 5:17

anything, but a new c Gal 6:15

firstborn over all c Col 1:15

CREATOR

Remember now your C Eccl 12:1

God, the LORD, the C Is 40:28

rather than the C Rom 1:25

to a faithful C 1 Pet 4:19

CREATURE

the gospel to every c Mark 16:15

For every c of God is 1 Tim 4:4

And there is no c Heb 4:13

And every c which is Rev 5:13

and every living c Rev 16:3

CREATURES

created great sea c Gen 1:21

firstfruits of His c James 1:18

were four living c Rev 4:6

CREDIT

who love you, what c Luke 6:32

For what c is it if 1 Pet 2:20

CREDITOR

Every c who has lent Deut 15:2

c is coming to take my 2 Kin 4:1

c seize all that he Ps 109:11

There was a certain c Luke 7:41

CREEP

of the forest c Ps 104:20

sort are those who c 2 Tim 3:6

CREEPING

c thing and beast of Gen 1:24

every sort of c thing Ezek 8:10

CREPT

For certain men have c Jude 4 

CRETE

Paul visits, Acts 27:7–21

Titus dispatched to, Titus 1:5

Inhabitants of, evil and lazy, Titus 1:12

CRIED

the poor who c out Job 29:12

They c to You Ps 22:5

of the depths I have c Ps 130:1

CRIES

your brother’s blood c Gen 4:10

with vehement c Heb 5:7

CRIMES

land is filled with c Ezek 7:23

CRIMINALS

also two others, c Luke 23:32

CRISPUS

Chief ruler of synagogue of Corinth, Acts 18:8

Baptized by Paul, 1 Cor 1:14

CROOKED

turn aside to their c Ps 125:5

whose ways are c Prov 2:15

c places shall be made Is 40:4

c places straight Is 45:2

c places shall be made Luke 3:5

in the midst of a c Phil 2:15

CROSS

does not take his c Matt 10:38

to bear His c Matt 27:32

down from the c Matt 27:40

lest the c of Christ 1 Cor 1:17

persecution for the c Gal 6:12

boast except in the c Gal 6:14

one body through the c Eph 2:16

the enemies of the c Phil 3:18

Him endured the c Heb 12:2

CROWD

shall not follow a c Ex 23:2

CROWN

You set a c of pure Ps 21:3

c the year with Your Ps 65:11

have profaned his c Ps 89:39

upon Himself His c Ps 132:18

The c of the wise is Prov 14:24

head is a c of glory Prov 16:31

Woe to the c of pride Is 28:1

hosts will be for a c Is 28:5

c has fallen from our Lam 5:16

they had twisted a c Matt 27:29

obtain a perishable c 1 Cor 9:25

brethren, my joy and c Phil 4:1

laid up for me the c 2 Tim 4:8

he will receive the c James 1:12

no one may take your c Rev 3:11

on His head a golden c Rev 14:14

CROWNED

angels, and You have c Ps 8:5

but the prudent are c Prov 14:18

athletics, he is not c 2 Tim 2:5

You have c him with glory Heb 2:7

CROWNS

and they had c of gold Rev 4:4

on his horns ten c Rev 13:1

His head were many c Rev 19:12

CRUCIFIED

“Let Him be c Matt 27:22

Calvary, there they c Luke 23:33

lawless hands, have c Acts 2:23

that our old man was c Rom 6:6

Was Paul c for you 1 Cor 1:13

Jesus Christ and Him c 1 Cor 2:2

they would not have c 1 Cor 2:8

though He was c 2 Cor 13:4

I have been c Gal 2:20

CRUCIFY

out again, “C Him Mark 15:13

I have power to c You John 19:10

since they c again Heb 6:6

CRUEL

wrath, for it is c Gen 49:7

spirit and c bondage Ex 6:9

hate me with c hatred Ps 25:19

of the wicked are c Prov 12:10

CRUELTY

of c are in their Gen 49:5

the haunts of c Ps 74:20

c you have ruled Ezek 34:4

CRUSH

that a foot may c Job 39:15

that your foot may c Ps 68:23

the poor, who c Amos 4:1

of peace will c Rom 16:20

CRUSHED

in the dust, who are c Job 4:19

c my life to the Ps 143:3

every side, yet not c 2 Cor 4:8

CRUST

man is reduced to a c Prov 6:26

CRY

and their c came up to Ex 2:23

of oppressions they c Job 35:9

heart and my flesh c Ps 84:2

I c out with my whole Ps 119:145

Does not wisdom c Prov 8:1

“What shall I c Is 40:6

nor lift up a c Jer 7:16

c mightily to God Jon 3:8

at midnight a c Matt 25:6

His own elect who c Luke 18:7

CRYING

“The voice of one c Matt 3:3

nor sorrow, nor c Rev 21:4

CRYSTAL

nor c can equal it Job 28:17

your gates of c Is 54:12

of an awesome c Ezek 1:22

a sea of glass, like c Rev 4:6

CUBIT

shall finish it to a c Gen 6:16

can add one c Matt 6:27

CUCUMBERS

in Egypt, the c Num 11:5

a hut in a garden of c Is 1:8

CUNNING

the serpent was more c Gen 3:1

c comes quickly Job 5:13

c craftiness of deceitful Eph 4:14

CUP

My c runs over Ps 23:5

waters of a full c are Ps 73:10

the LORD there is a c Ps 75:8

I will take up the c Ps 116:13

the dregs of the c Is 51:17

men give them the c Jer 16:7

“Take this wine c Jer 25:15

The c of the LORD’s Hab 2:16

make Jerusalem a c Zech 12:2

little ones only a c Matt 10:42

Then He took the c Matt 26:27

possible, let this c Matt 26:39

c is the new covenant Luke 22:20

cannot drink the c 1 Cor 10:21

c is the new 1 Cor 11:25

to give her the c Rev 16:19

CURE

but they could not c Matt 17:16

and to c diseases Luke 9:1

CURES

and perform c Luke 13:32

CURSE

c the ground for man’s Gen 8:21

c a ruler of your Ex 22:28

You shall not c Lev 19:14

c this people for me Num 22:6

Balaam, “Neither c Num 23:25

your God turned the c Deut 23:5

said to him, ‘C David 2 Sam 16:10

C God and die Job 2:9

mouth, but they c Ps 62:4

The c of the LORD is Prov 3:33

a c without cause Prov 26:2

Do not c the king Eccl 10:20

do not c the rich Eccl 10:20

“I will send a c Mal 2:2

are cursed with a c Mal 3:9

law are under the c Gal 3:10

CURSED

c more than all cattle Gen 3:14

C is the man who Jer 17:5

c is he who keeps Jer 48:10

‘Depart from Me, you c Matt 25:41

and near to being c Heb 6:8

CURSES

I will curse him who c Gen 12:3

‘For everyone who c Lev 20:9

c his father or his Prov 20:20

CURSINGS

by the sword for the c Hos 7:16

CURTAIN

of each c shall be Ex 26:2

the heavens like a c Ps 104:2

CUSH

Ham’s oldest son, 1 Chr 1:8–10

— Another name for Ethiopia, Is 18:1

CUSTOM

to me, as Your c Ps 119:132

according to the c Acts 15:1

we have no such c 1 Cor 11:16

CUT

confidence shall be c Job 8:14

evildoers shall be c Ps 37:9

the wicked will be c Prov 2:22

causes you to sin, c Matt 5:30

and will c him in Matt 24:51

him whose ear Peter c John 18:26

He had his hair c Acts 18:18

CYMBAL

or a clanging c 1 Cor 13:1

CYPRUS

Mentioned in prophecies, Num 24:24; Is 23:1–12; Jer 2:10

Christians preach to Jews of, Acts 11:19, 20

Paul and Barnabas visit, Acts 13:4–13; 15:39

CYRENE

A Greek colonial city in North Africa; home of Simon the cross-bearer, Matt 27:32

Synagogue of, Acts 6:9

Christians from, become missionaries, Acts 11:20

CYRUS

King of Persia, referred to as God’s anointed, Is 44:28–45:1

DAGON

The national god of the Philistines, Judg 16:23

Falls before ark, 1 Sam 5:1–5

DAILY

much as they gather d Ex 16:5

d He shall be Ps 72:15

to me, watching d Prov 8:34

Yet they seek Me d Is 58:2

Give us this day our d Matt 6:11

I sat d with you Matt 26:55

take up his cross d Luke 9:23

the Scriptures d Acts 17:11

our Lord, I die d 1 Cor 15:31

stands ministering d Heb 10:11

DALMATIA

A region east of the Adriatic Sea; Titus departs for, 2 Tim 4:10

DAMASCUS

Capital of Syria; captured by David; ruled by enemy kings, 2 Sam 8:5, 6; 1 Kin 11:23, 24; 15:18

Elisha’s prophecy in, 2 Kin 8:7–15

Taken by Assyrians, 2 Kin 16:9

Prophecy concerning, Is 8:3, 4

Paul converted on road to; first preaches there, Acts 9:1–22

escapes from, 2 Cor 11:32, 33

revisits, Gal 1:17

DAN

Jacob’s son by Bilhah, Gen 30:5, 6

Prophecy concerning, Gen 49:16, 17

— Tribe of:

Numbered, Num 1:38, 39

Blessed, Deut 33:22

Receive their inheritance, Josh 19:40–47

Fall into idolatry, Judg 18:1–31

— Town, northern boundary of Israel, Judg 20:1

Called Leshem; captured by Danites, Josh 19:47

Center of idolatry, 1 Kin 12:28–30

Destroyed by Ben-Hadad, 1 Kin 15:20

DANCE

and their children d Job 21:11

His name with the d Ps 149:3

mourn, and a time to d Eccl 3:4

d has turned into Lam 5:15

and you did not d Matt 11:17

DANCED

Then David d before 2 Sam 6:14

daughter of Herodias d Matt 14:6

DANCING

saw the calf and the d Ex 32:19

me my mourning into d Ps 30:11

he heard music and d Luke 15:25

DANIEL

Taken to Babylon; refuses Nebuchadnezzar’s foods, Dan 1

Interprets dreams; honored by king, Dan 2

Interprets handwriting on wall; honored by Belshazzar, Dan 5:10–29

Appointed to high office; conspired against and thrown to lions, Dan 6:1–23





Visions of four beasts, ram and goat, Dan 7; 8

Intercedes for Israel, Dan 9:1–19

Further visions, Dan 9:20–12:13

DARE

someone would even d Rom 5:7

D any of you 1 Cor 6:1

DARIUS

Darius the Mede, son of Ahasuerus; made king of the Chaldeans, Dan 9:1

Succeeds Belshazzar, Dan 5:30, 31

Co-ruler with Cyrus, Dan 6:28

— Darius Hystaspis (522–486 B.C.), king of all Persia; temple work dated by his reign, Ezra 4:5, 24

Confirms Cyrus’s royal edict, Ezra 6:1–14

— Darius the Persian (423–404 B.C.); priestly records kept during his reign, Neh 12:22

DARK

dwell in the d cloud 1 Kin 8:12

I am d Song 1:5

d place of the earth Is 45:19

d places like the dead Lam 3:6

and makes the day d Amos 5:8

and the day shall be d Mic 3:6

I tell you in the d Matt 10:27

while it was still d John 20:1

shines in a d place 2 Pet 1:19

DARKENED

so that the land was d Ex 10:15

Let their eyes be d Ps 69:23

their understanding d Eph 4:18

DARKNESS

d He called Night Gen 1:5

shall enlighten my d 2 Sam 22:29

through the deep d Job 22:13

made d His secret place Ps 18:11

Those who sat in d Ps 107:10

d shall not hide Ps 139:12

d have seen a Is 9:2

I will make d light Is 42:16

the treasures of d Is 45:3

and deep d the people Is 60:2

Israel, or a land of d Jer 2:31

body will be full of d Matt 6:23

cast out into outer d Matt 8:12

and the power of d Luke 22:53

d rather than light John 3:19

d does not know John 12:35

For you were once d Eph 5:8

the rulers of the d Eph 6:12

us from the power of d Col 1:13

of the night nor of d 1 Thess 5:5

and to blackness and d Heb 12:18

called you out of d 1 Pet 2:9

d is reserved 2 Pet 2:17

and in Him is no d 1 John 1:5

Him, and walk in d 1 John 1:6

d is passing away 1 John 2:8

blackness of d forever Jude 13

DARTS

quench all the fiery d Eph 6:16

DASH

You shall d them to Ps 2:9

lest you d your foot Matt 4:6

DASHED

hand, O LORD, has d Ex 15:6

also will be d to Is 13:16

infants shall be d Hos 13:16

DATHAN

Joins Korah’s rebellion, Num 16:1–35

Swallowed up by the earth, Ps 106:17

DAUGHTER

had neither son nor d Judg 11:34

“Rejoice greatly, O d Zech 9:9

“Fear not, d of Zion John 12:15

the son of Pharaoh’s d Heb 11:24

DAUGHTERS

he had sons and d Gen 5:4

of God saw the d Gen 6:2

a bird, and all the d Eccl 12:4

d shall prophesy Acts 2:17

man had four virgin d Acts 21:9

shall be My sons and d 2 Cor 6:18

DAVID

Anointed by Samuel, 1 Sam 16:1–13

Becomes royal harpist, 1 Sam 16:14–23

Defeats Goliath, 1 Sam 17

Makes covenant with Jonathan, 1 Sam 18:1–4

Honored by Saul; loved by the people; Saul becomes jealous, 1 Sam 18:5–16

Wins Michal as wife, 1 Sam 18:17–30

Flees from Saul, 1 Sam 19; 20; 21:10–22:5; 23:14–29

Eats the holy bread, 1 Sam 21:1–6; Matt 12:3, 4

Saves Keilah from Philistines, 1 Sam 23:1–13

Twice spares Saul’s life, 1 Sam 24:1–22; 26:1–25

Anger at Nabal appeased by Abigail; marries her, 1 Sam 25:2–42

Allies with the Philistines, 1 Sam 27:1–28:2

Rejected by them, 1 Sam 29

Avenges destruction of Ziklag, 1 Sam 30

Mourns death of Saul and Jonathan, 2 Sam 1

Anointed king of Judah, 2 Sam 2:1–7

War with Saul’s house; Abner defects to David, 2 Sam 3:1, 6–21

Mourns Abner’s death, 2 Sam 3:28–39

Punishes Ishbosheth’s murderers, 2 Sam 4

Anointed king of all Israel, 2 Sam 5:1–5

Conquers Jerusalem; makes it his capital, 2 Sam 5:6–16

Defeats Philistines, 2 Sam 5:17–25

Brings ark to Jerusalem, 2 Sam 6

Receives eternal covenant, 2 Sam 7

Further conquests, 2 Sam 8; 10

Shows mercy to Mephibosheth, 2 Sam 9

Commits adultery and murder, 2 Sam 11

Rebuked by Nathan; repents, 2 Sam 12:1–23; Ps 32; 51

Absalom’s rebellion, 2 Sam 15–18

Mourns Absalom’s death, 2 Sam 18:33–19:8

Shows himself merciful, 2 Sam 19:18–39

Sheba’s rebellion, 2 Sam 19:40–20:22

Avenges the Gibeonites, 2 Sam 21:1–14

Song of deliverance, 2 Sam 22

Sins by numbering the people, 2 Sam 24:1–17

Buys threshing floor to build altar, 2 Sam 24:18–25

Secures Solomon’s succession, 1 Kin 1:5–53

Instructions to Solomon, 1 Kin 2:1–11

Last words, 2 Sam 23:1–7

Inspired by Spirit, Matt 22:43

As prophet, Acts 2:29–34

Faith of, Heb 11:32–34

DAY

God called the light D Gen 1:5

and d and night Gen 8:22

shall observe this d Ex 12:17

Remember the Sabbath d Ex 20:8

and cursed the d Job 3:1

d utters speech Ps 19:2

For a d in Your courts Ps 84:10

d the LORD has Ps 118:24

not strike you by d Ps 121:6

night shines as the d Ps 139:12

do not know what a d Prov 27:1

For the d of the LORD Joel 2:11

who put far off the d Amos 6:3

for the d of the LORD Zeph 1:7

who has despised the d Zech 4:10

who can endure the d Mal 3:2

d our daily bread Matt 6:11

and Gomorrah in the d Matt 10:15

sent Me while it is d John 9:4

great and awesome d Acts 2:20

person esteems one d Rom 14:5

D will declare it 1 Cor 3:13

again the third d 1 Cor 15:4

perfectly that the d 1 Thess 5:2

and sons of the d 1 Thess 5:5

with the Lord one d 2 Pet 3:8

DAYS

d are swifter than a Job 7:6

Let me alone, for my d Job 7:16

of woman is of few d Job 14:1

blessed the latter d Job 42:12

The d of our lives are Ps 90:10

for length of d Prov 3:2

“Why were the former d Eccl 7:10

Before the difficult d Eccl 12:1

and tested them ten d Dan 1:14

had shortened those d Mark 13:20

raise it up in three d John 2:20

You observe d and Gal 4:10

life and see good d 1 Pet 3:10

DAYSPRING

with which the D Luke 1:78

DEACONS

with the bishops and d Phil 1:1

d must be reverent 1 Tim 3:8

d be the husbands 1 Tim 3:12

DEAD

“We shall all be d Ex 12:33

he stood between the d Num 16:48

work wonders for the d Ps 88:10

who have long been d Ps 143:3

But the d know nothing Eccl 9:5

shall cast out the d Is 26:19

d bury their own d Matt 8:22

d are raised up and Matt 11:5

not the God of the d Matt 22:32

became like d men Matt 28:4

for this my son was d Luke 15:24

d will hear the voice John 5:25

was raised from the d Rom 6:4

yourselves to be d Rom 6:11

from the law sin was d Rom 7:8

be Lord of both the d Rom 14:9

resurrection of the d 1 Cor 15:12

baptized for the d 1 Cor 15:29
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rise up and d many Matt 24:11

wonders to d Matt 24:24

Let no one d himself 1 Cor 3:18

Let no one d you with Eph 5:6

we have no sin, we d 1 John 1:8

DECEIVED

“The serpent d Gen 3:13

d heart has turned him Is 44:20
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a lovely and d woman Jer 6:2

DELIGHT

the LORD as great d 1 Sam 15:22

And his heart took d 2 Chr 17:6

Will he d himself in Job 27:10
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DELUSION

send them strong d 2 Thess 2:11

DEMAS
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and have a d John 8:48
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I am in d daily Jer 20:7

DESCEND

His glory shall not d Ps 49:17

d now from the cross Mark 15:32

Lord Himself will d 1 Thess 4:16

This wisdom does not d James 3:15

DESCENDANTS
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He is d and rejected Is 53:3

the things which are d 1 Cor 1:28

DESPISES

wisdom d his neighbor Prov 11:12

d the word will be Prov 13:13

d his neighbor sins Prov 14:21

but a foolish man d Prov 15:20

d the scepter of My Ezek 21:10
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asked Him to d with Luke 11:37

come in to him and d Rev 3:20

DINNER

I have prepared my d Matt 22:4

invites you to d 1 Cor 10:27

DIOTREPHES
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Hebrews persecuted in, Ex 1:15–22

Plagues on, Ex 7–11

Israel leaves, Ex 12:31–33

Army of, perishes, Ex 14:26–28

Prophecies concerning, Gen 15:13; Is 19:18–25; Ezek 29:14, 15; 30:24, 25; Matt 2:15

EHUD

Son of Gera, Judg 3:15

Slays Eglon, Judg 3:16–26

EIGHT

a few, that is, e 1 Pet 3:20

EKRON

Philistine city, Josh 13:3

Captured by Judah, Judg 1:18

Assigned to Dan, Josh 19:40, 43

Ark sent to, 1 Sam 5:10

Denounced by the prophets, Jer 25:9, 20

ELAH

King of Israel, 1 Kin 16:6, 8–10

ELAMITES

Descendants of Shem, Gen 10:22

Destruction of, Jer 49:34–39

In Persian Empire, Ezra 4:9

Jews from, at Pentecost, Acts 2:9

ELATH

Seaport on Red Sea, 1 Kin 9:26

Built by Azariah, 2 Kin 14:21, 22

Captured by Syrians, 2 Kin 16:6

Same as Ezion Geber, 2 Chr 8:17

EL BETHEL

Site of Jacob’s altar, Gen 35:6, 7

ELDER

The e and honorable Is 9:15

against an e except 1 Tim 5:19

I who am a fellow e 1 Pet 5:1

ELDERS

and seventy of the e Ex 24:1

And teach his e Ps 105:22

and counsel from the e Ezek 7:26

the tradition of the e Matt 15:2

be rejected by the e Luke 9:22

they had appointed e Acts 14:23

and called for the e Acts 20:17

e who rule well be 1 Tim 5:17

lacking, and appoint e Titus 1:5

e obtained a good Heb 11:2

Let him call for the e James 5:14

e who are among you I 1 Pet 5:1

I saw twenty-four e Rev 4:4

ELDERSHIP

of the hands of the e 1 Tim 4:14

ELEAZAR

Son of Aaron; succeeds him as high priest, Ex 6:23, 25; 28:1; Lev 10:6, 7; Num 3:32; 20:25–28; Josh 14:1; 24:33

ELECT

whom I uphold, My E Is 42:1

and Israel My e Is 45:4

e shall long enjoy the Is 65:22

gather together His e Matt 24:31

e have obtained it Rom 11:7

e according to the 1 Pet 1:2

a chief cornerstone, e 1 Pet 2:6

e sister greet you 2 John 13

ELECTION

e they are beloved Rom 11:28

call and e sure 2 Pet 1:10

ELEMENTS

weak and beggarly e Gal 4:9

e will melt with 2 Pet 3:10

ELEVEN

and his e sons Gen 32:22

e disciples went away Matt 28:16

numbered with the e Acts 1:26

ELI

Officiates in Shiloh, 1 Sam 1:3

Blesses Hannah, 1 Sam 1:12–19

Becomes Samuel’s guardian, 1 Sam 1:20–28

Samuel ministers before, 1 Sam 2:11

Sons of, 1 Sam 2:12–17

Rebukes sons, 1 Sam 2:22–25

Rebuked by a man of God, 1 Sam 2:27–36

Instructs Samuel, 1 Sam 3:1–18

Death of, 1 Sam 4:15–18

ELIAB

Brother of David, 1 Sam 16:5–13

Fights in Saul’s army, 1 Sam 17:13

Discounts David’s worth, 1 Sam 17:28, 29

ELIAKIM

Son of Hilkiah, 2 Kin 18:18

Confers with Rabshakeh, Is 36:4, 11–22

Sent to Isaiah, Is 37:2–5

Becomes type of the Messiah, Is 22:20–25

— Son of King Josiah, 2 Kin 23:34

Name changed to Jehoiakim, 2 Chr 36:4

ELIASHIB

High priest, Neh 12:10

Rebuilds Sheep Gate, Neh 3:1, 20, 21

Allies with foreigners, Neh 13:4, 5, 28

ELIHU

David’s brother, 1 Chr 27:18

Called Eliab, 1 Sam 16:6

— One who reproved Job and his friends, Job 32:2, 4–6

ELIJAH

Denounces Ahab; goes into hiding; fed by ravens, 1 Kin 17:1–7

Dwells with widow; performs miracles for her, 1 Kin 17:8–24

Sends message to Ahab; overthrows prophets of Baal, 1 Kin 18:1–40

Brings rain, 1 Kin 18:41–45

Flees from Jezebel; fed by angels, 1 Kin 19:1–8

Receives revelation from God, 1 Kin 19:9–18

Condemns Ahab, 1 Kin 21:15–29

Condemns Ahaziah; fire consumes troops sent against him, 2 Kin 1:1–16

Taken up to heaven, 2 Kin 2:1–15

Appears with Christ in Transfiguration, Matt 17:1–4

Type of John the Baptist, Mal 4:5, 6; Luke 1:17

ELIMELECH

Naomi’s husband, Ruth 1:1–3; 2:1, 3; 4:3–9

ELIPHAZ

One of Job’s friends, Job 2:11

Rebukes Job, Job 4:1, 5

Is forgiven, Job 42:7–9

ELISHA

Chosen as Elijah’s successor; follows him, 1 Kin 19:16–21

Witnesses Elijah’s translation; receives his spirit and mantle, 2 Kin 2:1–18

Performs miracles, 2 Kin 2:19–25; 4:1–6:23

Prophesies victory over Moab; fulfilled, 2 Kin 3:11–27

Prophesies end of siege; fulfilled, 2 Kin 7

Prophesies death of Ben-Hadad, 2 Kin 8:7–15

Sends servant to anoint Jehu, 2 Kin 9:1–3

Last words and death; miracle performed by his bones, 2 Kin 13:14–21

ELIZABETH

Barren wife of Zacharias, Luke 1:5–7

Conceives a son, Luke 1:13, 24, 25

Salutation to Mary, Luke 1:36–45

Mother of John the Baptist, Luke 1:57–60

ELIZAPHAN

Chief of Kohathites, Num 3:30

Heads family, 1 Chr 15:5, 8

Family consecrated, 2 Chr 29:12–16

ELKANAH

Father of Samuel, 1 Sam 1:1–23

— Son of Korah, Ex 6:24

Escapes judgment, Num 26:11

ELNATHAN

Father of Nehushta, 2 Kin 24:8

Goes to Egypt, Jer 26:22

Entreats with king, Jer 36:25

ELOQUENT

“O my Lord, I am not e Ex 4:10

an e man and mighty Acts 18:24

ELYMAS

Arabic name of Bar-Jesus, a false prophet, Acts 13:6–12

EMBALM

to e his father Gen 50:2

EMBANKMENT

will build an e Luke 19:43

EMERALDS

for your wares e Ezek 27:16

EMMAUS

Town near Jerusalem, Luke 24:13–18

EMPTY

appear before Me e Ex 23:15

e things which 1 Sam 12:21

not listen to e talk Job 35:13

LORD makes the earth e Is 24:1

comes, he finds it e Matt 12:44

He has sent away e Luke 1:53

you with e words Eph 5:6

EMPTY-HEADED

e man will be wise Job 11:12

EN GEDI

Occupied by the Amorites, Gen 14:7

Assigned to Judah, Josh 15:62, 63

David’s hiding place, 1 Sam 23:29

Noted for vineyards, Song 1:14

EN HAKKORE

Miraculous spring, Judg 15:14–19

EN ROGEL

Fountain outside Jerusalem, 2 Sam 17:17

Seat of Adonijah’s plot, 1 Kin 1:5–9

ENABLED

our Lord who has e 1 Tim 1:12

ENCHANTER

and the expert e Is 3:3

ENCOURAGED

is, that I may be e Rom 1:12

and all may be e 1 Cor 14:31

their hearts may be e Col 2:2

END

yet your latter e Job 8:7

make me to know my e Ps 39:4

shall keep it to the e Ps 119:33

e is the way of death Prov 14:12

There was no e of all Eccl 4:16

Declaring the e Is 46:10

Our e was near Lam 4:18

whose iniquity shall e Ezek 21:25

what shall be the e Dan 12:8

e has come upon my Amos 8:2

the harvest is the e Matt 13:39

to pass, but the e Matt 24:6

always, even to the e Matt 28:20

He loved them to the e John 13:1

For Christ is the e Rom 10:4

the hope firm to the e Heb 3:6

but now, once at the e Heb 9:26

of Job and seen the e James 5:11

But the e of all 1 Pet 4:7

what will be the e 1 Pet 4:17

the latter e is worse 2 Pet 2:20

My works until the e Rev 2:26

Beginning and the E Rev 22:13

ENDEAVORING

e to keep the unity Eph 4:3

ENDLESS

and e genealogies 1 Tim 1:4

to the power of an e Heb 7:16

ENDS

All the e of the world Ps 22:27

established all the e Prov 30:4

she came from the e Matt 12:42

to the e of the Acts 13:47

their words to the e Rom 10:18

ENDURANCE

For you have need of e Heb 10:36

e the race that Heb 12:1

ENDURE

But the LORD shall e Ps 9:7

as the sun and moon e Ps 72:5

His name shall e Ps 72:17

nor does a crown e Prov 27:24

Can your heart e Ezek 22:14

persecuted, we e 1 Cor 4:12

Therefore I e all 2 Tim 2:10

them blessed who e James 5:11

ENDURED

what persecutions I e 2 Tim 3:11

he had patiently e Heb 6:15

e as seeing Him who Heb 11:27

For consider Him who e Heb 12:3

ENDURES

And His truth e Ps 100:5

For His mercy e Ps 136:1

But he who e to the Matt 10:22

e only for a while Matt 13:21

for the food which e John 6:27

he has built on it e 1 Cor 3:14

hopes all things, e 1 Cor 13:7

is the man who e James 1:12

word of the LORD e 1 Pet 1:25

ENDURING

the LORD is clean, e Ps 19:9

e possession for Heb 10:34

ENEMIES

Your e be scattered Num 10:35

delivers me from my e Ps 18:48

the presence of my e Ps 23:5

Let not my e triumph Ps 25:2

But my e are vigorous Ps 38:19

e will lick the dust Ps 72:9

me wiser than my e Ps 119:98

I count them my e Ps 139:22

e are the men of his Mic 7:6

to you, love your e Matt 5:44

e will be those Matt 10:36

be saved from our e Luke 1:71

e we were reconciled Rom 5:10

the gospel they are e Rom 11:28

till He has put all e 1 Cor 15:25

were alienated and e Col 1:21

His e are made His Heb 10:13

and devours their e Rev 11:5

ENEMY

then I will be an e Ex 23:22

regard me as Your e Job 13:24

He counts me as His e Job 33:10

or have plundered my e Ps 7:4

You may silence the e Ps 8:2

e does not triumph Ps 41:11

e who reproaches me Ps 55:12

e has persecuted my Ps 143:3

If your e is hungry Prov 25:21

e are deceitful Prov 27:6

with the wound of an e Jer 30:14

rejoice over me, my e Mic 7:8

and hate your e Matt 5:43

last e that will be 1 Cor 15:26

become your e because Gal 4:16

not count him as an e 2 Thess 3:15

makes himself an e James 4:4

ENGRAVE

two onyx stones and e Ex 28:9

e its inscription Zech 3:9

ENJOY

e its sabbaths as long Lev 26:34

therefore e pleasure Eccl 2:1

richly all things to e 1 Tim 6:17

than to e the passing Heb 11:25

ENJOYMENT

So I commended e Eccl 8:15

ENLARGES

He e nations Job 12:23

e his desire as hell Hab 2:5

ENLIGHTEN

E my eyes Ps 13:3

the LORD my God will e Ps 18:28

ENLIGHTENED

those who were once e Heb 6:4

ENMITY

And I will put e Gen 3:15

the carnal mind is e Rom 8:7

in His flesh the e Eph 2:15

putting to death the e Eph 2:16

with the world is e James 4:4

ENOCH

Father of Methuselah, Gen 5:21

Walks with God, Gen 5:22

Taken up to heaven, Gen 5:24

Prophecy of, cited, Jude 14, 15

ENOUGH

never say, “E Prov 30:15

It is e Mark 14:41

servants have bread e Luke 15:17

ENRAGED

being exceedingly e Acts 26:11

And the dragon was e Rev 12:17

ENRAPTURED

And always be e Prov 5:19

ENRICHED

that you were e 1 Cor 1:5

while you are e 2 Cor 9:11

ENSNARED

The wicked is e Prov 12:13

ENSNARES

sin which so easily e Heb 12:1

ENTANGLE

how they might e Matt 22:15

ENTANGLES

engaged in warfare e 2 Tim 2:4

ENTER

E into His gates Ps 100:4

Do not e into judgment Ps 143:2

E into the rock Is 2:10

He shall e into peace Is 57:2

you will by no means e Matt 5:20

“E by the narrow Matt 7:13

e the kingdom of God Matt 19:24

E into the joy of your Matt 25:21

and pray, lest you e Matt 26:41

“Strive to e through Luke 13:24

you, he who does not e John 10:1

who have believed do e Heb 4:3

e the Holiest by the Heb 10:19

e the temple till the Rev 15:8

e through the gates Rev 22:14

ENTERED

Then Satan e Judas Luke 22:3

through one man sin e Rom 5:12

ear heard, nor have e 1 Cor 2:9

the forerunner has e Heb 6:20

e the Most Holy Place Heb 9:12

ENTERS

If anyone e by Me John 10:9

e the Presence behind Heb 6:19

ENTHRONED

You are holy, e in Ps 22:3

ENTICED

his own desires and e James 1:14

ENTICING

e speech she caused Prov 7:21

ENTIRELY

give yourself e 1 Tim 4:15

ENTRANCE

The e of Your words Ps 119:130

e will be supplied 2 Pet 1:11

ENTREAT

“E me not to leave you Ruth 1:16

“But now e God’s favor Mal 1:9

being defamed, we e 1 Cor 4:13

ENTREATED

man of God e the LORD 1 Kin 13:6

e our God for this Ezra 8:23

ENVIOUS

For I was e of the Ps 73:3

Do not be e of evil Prov 24:1

patriarchs, becoming e Acts 7:9

ENVY

e slays a simple Job 5:2

e the oppressor Prov 3:31

e is rottenness Prov 14:30

not let your heart e Prov 23:17

e have now perished Eccl 9:6

full of e Rom 1:29

not in strife and e Rom 13:13

love does not e 1 Cor 13:4

e, murders Gal 5:21

living in malice and e Titus 3:3

For where e and James 3:16

deceit, hypocrisy, e 1 Pet 2:1

EPAPHRAS

Leader of the Colossian church, Col 1:7, 8

Suffers as a prisoner in Rome, Philem 23

EPAPHRODITUS

Messenger from Philippi, Phil 2:25–27

Brings a gift to Paul, Phil 4:18

EPHESUS

Paul visits, Acts 18:18–21

Miracles done here, Acts 19:11–21

Demetrius stirs up riot in, Acts 19:24–29

Elders of, addressed by Paul at Miletus, Acts 20:17–38

Letter sent to, Eph 1:1

Site of one of seven churches, Rev 1:11

EPHRAIM

Joseph’s younger son, Gen 41:52

Obtains Jacob’s blessing, Gen 48:8–20

— Tribe of:

Predictions concerning, Gen 48:20

Territory assigned to, Josh 16:1–10

Assist Deborah, Judg 5:14, 15

Assist Gideon, Judg 7:24, 25

Quarrel with Gideon, Judg 8:1–3

Quarrel with Jephthah, Judg 12:1–4

Leading tribe of kingdom of Israel, Is 7:2–17

Provoke God by sin, Hos 12:7–14

Many of, join Judah, 2 Chr 15:8, 9

Captivity of, predicted, Hos 9:3–17

Messiah promised to, Zech 9:9–13

EPHRATHAH

Ancient name of Bethlehem, Ruth 4:11

Prophecy concerning, Mic 5:2

EPHRON

Hittite who sold Machpelah to Abraham, Gen 23:8–20

EPICUREANS

Sect of pleasure-loving philosophers, Acts 17:18

EPISTLE

You are our e written 2 Cor 3:2

you are an e 2 Cor 3:3

by word or our e 2 Thess 2:15

our word in this e 2 Thess 3:14

is a sign in every e 2 Thess 3:17

EPISTLES

e of commendation to 2 Cor 3:1

as also in all his e 2 Pet 3:16

EQUAL

it was you, a man my e Ps 55:13

and you made them e Matt 20:12

making Himself e John 5:18

it robbery to be e Phil 2:6

EQUALITY

that there may be e 2 Cor 8:14

EQUITY

You have established e Ps 99:4

judgment, and e Prov 1:3

and e cannot enter Is 59:14

and pervert all e Mic 3:9

with Me in peace and e Mal 2:6

ER

Son of Judah, Gen 38:1–7; 46:12

ERASTUS

Paul’s friend at Ephesus, Acts 19:21, 22; 2 Tim 4:20

Treasurer of Corinth, Rom 16:23

ERR

you cause you to e Is 3:12

My people Israel to e Jer 23:13

ERROR

God that it was an e Eccl 5:6

e which was due Rom 1:27

a sinner from the e James 5:20

led away with the e 2 Pet 3:17

and the spirit of e 1 John 4:6

run greedily in the e Jude 11

ERRORS

can understand his e Ps 19:12

ESARHADDON

Son of Sennacherib; king of Assyria (681–669 B.C.), 2 Kin 19:36, 37

ESAU

Isaac’s favorite son, Gen 25:25–28

Sells his birthright, Gen 25:29–34

Deprived of blessing; seeks to kill Jacob, Gen 27

Reconciled to Jacob, Gen 33:1–17

Descendants of, Gen 36

ESCAPE

E to the mountains Gen 19:17

and they shall not e Job 11:20

Shall they e by Ps 56:7

speaks lies will not e Prov 19:5

and how shall we e Is 20:6

e all these things Luke 21:36

same, that you will e Rom 2:3

also make the way of e 1 Cor 10:13

how shall we e if we Heb 2:3

e who refused Him who Heb 12:25

ESCAPED

my flesh, and I have e Job 19:20

Our soul has e as a Ps 124:7

after they have e 2 Pet 2:20

ESHCOL

Valley near Hebron, Num 13:22–27; Deut 1:24

ESTABLISH

to e them forever 2 Chr 9:8

‘Your seed I will e Ps 89:4

e the work of our Ps 90:17

E Your word to Your Ps 119:38

e an everlasting Ezek 16:60

e justice in the gate Amos 5:15

seeking to e their own Rom 10:3

faithful, who will e 2 Thess 3:3

E your hearts James 5:8

a while, perfect, e 1 Pet 5:10

ESTABLISHED

also is firmly e 1 Chr 16:30

David my father be e 2 Chr 1:9

a rock, and e my steps Ps 40:2

e a testimony in Jacob Ps 78:5

Your throne is e Ps 93:2

let all your ways be e Prov 4:26

e the clouds above Prov 8:28

lip shall be e forever Prov 12:19

house shall be e Is 2:2

by His power, He has e Jer 10:12

built up in Him and e Col 2:7

covenant, which was e Heb 8:6

that the heart be e Heb 13:9

ESTABLISHES

The king e the land by Prov 29:4

Now He who e us with 2 Cor 1:21

ESTEEM

high wall in his own e Prov 18:11

and we did not e Is 53:3

e others better than Phil 2:3

and hold such men in e Phil 2:29

e them very highly 1 Thess 5:13

ESTEEMED

For what is highly e Luke 16:15

those who are least e 1 Cor 6:4

ESTEEMS

One person e one day Rom 14:5

ESTHER

Selected for harem, Esth 2:7–16

Chosen to be queen, Esth 2:17, 18

Agrees to intercede for her people, Esth 4

Invites king to banquet, Esth 5:1–8

Denounces Haman; obtains reversal of decree, Esth 7:1–8:8

Establishes Purim, Esth 9:29–32

ESTRANGED

The wicked are e Ps 58:3

because they are all e Ezek 14:5

You have become e Gal 5:4

ETAM

Rock where Samson took refuge, Judg 15:8–19

ETERNAL

e God is your refuge Deut 33:27

For man goes to his e Eccl 12:5

I do that I may have e Matt 19:16

and inherit e life Matt 19:29

in the age to come, e Mark 10:30

not perish but have e John 3:15

you think you have e John 5:39

And I give them e life John 10:28

that He should give e John 17:2

And this is e life John 17:3

e life to those who by Rom 2:7

the gift of God is e Rom 6:23

e weight of glory 2 Cor 4:17

are not seen are e 2 Cor 4:18

not made with hands, e 2 Cor 5:1

lay hold on e life 1 Tim 6:12

e life which God Titus 1:2

and of e judgment Heb 6:2

e life which was 1 John 1:2

that no murderer has e 1 John 3:15

God has given us e 1 John 5:11

that you have e life 1 John 5:13

Jesus Christ unto e Jude 21

ETERNITY

Also He has put e Eccl 3:11

One who inhabits e Is 57:15

ETHIOPIA

See CUSH

Hostile to Israel and Judah, 2 Chr 12:2, 3; 14:9–15; Is 43:3; Dan 11:43

Prophecies against, Is 20:1–6; Ezek 30:4–9

ETHIOPIANS

Skin of, unchangeable, Jer 13:23

EUNICE

Mother of Timothy, 2 Tim 1:5

EUNUCH

of Ethiopia, a e Acts 8:27

EUNUCHS

have made themselves e Matt 19:12

EUPHRATES

River of Eden, Gen 2:14

Boundary of Promised Land, Gen 15:18; 1 Kin 4:21, 24

Scene of battle, Jer 46:2, 6, 10

Angels bound there, Rev 9:14

EUTYCHUS

Sleeps during Paul’s sermon, Acts 20:9

Restored to life, Acts 20:12

EVANGELIST

of Philip the e Acts 21:8

do the work of an e 2 Tim 4:5

EVANGELISTS

some prophets, some e Eph 4:11

EVEN

E in laughter the Prov 14:13

E a child is known Prov 20:11

e nature itself teach 1 Cor 11:14

e denying the Lord who 2 Pet 2:1

EVENING

At e they return Ps 59:6

e it is cut down and Ps 90:6

of my hands as the e Ps 141:2

e do not withhold your Eccl 11:6

and more fierce than e Hab 1:8

EVERLASTING

God of Israel from e 1 Chr 16:36

of the LORD is from e Ps 103:17

righteousness is an e Ps 119:142

Your kingdom is an e Ps 145:13

in YAH, the LORD, is e Is 26:4

will be to you an e Is 60:19

from E is Your name Is 63:16

awake, some to e life Dan 12:2

not perish but have e John 3:16

Him who sent Me has e John 5:24

endures to e life John 6:27

in Him may have e John 6:40

believes in Me has e John 6:47

unworthy of e life Acts 13:46

of the Spirit reap e Gal 6:8

e destruction from the 2 Thess 1:9

EVERYONE

said, ‘Repent now e Jer 25:5

e who is born of the John 3:8

E who is of the truth John 18:37

EVIDENCE

e of things not seen Heb 11:1

EVIDENT

the sight of God is e Gal 3:11

of some are clearly e 1 Tim 5:25

e that our Lord arose Heb 7:14

EVIL

of good and e Gen 2:9

knowing good and e Gen 3:5

his heart was only e Gen 6:5

e have been the Gen 47:9

rebellious and e city Ezra 4:12

e shall touch you Job 5:19

I looked for good, e Job 30:26

nor shall e dwell Ps 5:4

I will fear no e Ps 23:4

E shall slay the Ps 34:21

he does not abhor e Ps 36:4

e more than good Ps 52:3

e shall befall you Ps 91:10

To do e is like sport Prov 10:23

shall be filled with e Prov 12:21

e will bow before the Prov 14:19

Keeping watch on the e Prov 15:3

Whoever rewards e Prov 17:13

E will not depart Prov 17:13

e all the days of her Prov 31:12

There is a severe e Eccl 5:13

of men are full of e Eccl 9:3

to those who call e Is 5:20

is taken away from e Is 57:1

of peace and not of e Jer 29:11

commit this great e Jer 44:7

Seek good and not e Amos 5:14

deliver us from the e Matt 6:13

If you then, being e Matt 7:11

“Why do you think e Matt 9:4

e treasure brings Matt 12:35

everyone practicing e John 3:20

bear witness of the e John 18:23

e I will not to do Rom 7:19

then a law, that e Rom 7:21

done any good or e Rom 9:11

Abhor what is e Rom 12:9

Repay no one e for Rom 12:17

not be overcome by e Rom 12:21

simple concerning e Rom 16:19

provoked, thinks no e 1 Cor 13:5

from every form of e 1 Thess 5:22

EVIL-MERODACH

Babylonian king (562–560 B.C.), 2 Kin 25:27–30

EVIL-MINDEDNESS

strife, deceit, e Rom 1:29

EVILDOER

“If He were not an e John 18:30

suffer trouble as an e 2 Tim 2:9

a thief, an e 1 Pet 4:15

EVILDOERS

e shall be cut off Ps 37:9

Depart from me, you e Ps 119:115

iniquity, a brood of e Is 1:4

e shall never be Is 14:20

against you as e 1 Pet 2:12

EVILS

e have surrounded me Ps 40:12

have committed two e Jer 2:13

EXALT

God, and I will e Ex 15:2

e the horn of His 1 Sam 2:10

e His name together Ps 34:3

E the LORD our God Ps 99:5

are my God, I will e Ps 118:28

if I do not e Ps 137:6

into heaven, I will e Is 14:13

E the humble Ezek 21:26

and he shall e himself Dan 8:25

EXALTATION

e comes neither from Ps 75:6

who rejoice in My e Is 13:3

brother glory in his e James 1:9

EXALTED

Let God be e 2 Sam 22:47

built You an e 2 Chr 6:2

name, which is e Neh 9:5

when vileness is e Ps 12:8

I will be e among the Ps 46:10

righteous shall be e Ps 75:10
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FORCEFUL

f are right words Job 6:25

FORCES

Though they join f Prov 11:21

FOREFATHERS

f who refused to hear Jer 11:10

and oppressed our f Acts 7:19

conscience, as my f 2 Tim 1:3

FOREHEADS

against their f Ezek 3:8

put a mark on the f Ezek 9:4

seal of God on their f Rev 9:4

his mark on their f Rev 20:4

FOREIGNER

“I am a f and a Gen 23:4

of me, since I am a f Ruth 2:10

to God except this f Luke 17:18

who speaks will be a f 1 Cor 14:11

FOREIGNERS

with the children of f Is 2:6

f shall build up your Is 60:10

f who were there Acts 17:21

longer strangers and f Eph 2:19

FOREKNEW

For whom He f Rom 8:29

His people whom He f Rom 11:2

FOREKNOWLEDGE

purpose and f of God Acts 2:23

according to the f 1 Pet 1:2

FOREORDAINED

He indeed was f 1 Pet 1:20

FORERUNNER

f has entered for us Heb 6:20

FORESAW

‘I f the LORD Acts 2:25

FORESEEING

f that God would Gal 3:8

FORESEES

A prudent man f Prov 22:3

FOREST

beast of the f is Mine Ps 50:10

See how great a f James 3:5

FORESTS

and strips the f Ps 29:9

FORETOLD

have also f these days Acts 3:24

killed those who f Acts 7:52

FOREVER

and eat, and live f Gen 3:22

to our children f Deut 29:29

has loved Israel f 1 Kin 10:9

I would not live f Job 7:16

from this generation f Ps 12:7

LORD sits as King f Ps 29:10

Do not cast us off f Ps 44:23

throne, O God, is f Ps 45:6

“You are a priest f Ps 110:4

His mercy endures f Ps 136:1

will bless Your name f Ps 145:1

who keeps truth f Ps 146:6

The LORD shall reign f Ps 146:10

for riches are not f Prov 27:24

Trust in the LORD f Is 26:4

of our God stands f Is 40:8

My salvation will be f Is 51:6

will not cast off f Lam 3:31

be the name of God f Dan 2:20

Like the stars f Dan 12:3

of the LORD our God f Mic 4:5

and the glory f Matt 6:13

the Christ remains f John 12:34

who is blessed f 2 Cor 11:31

to whom be glory f Gal 1:5

generation, f and ever Eph 3:21

and Father be glory f Phil 4:20

throne, O God, is f Heb 1:8

has been perfected f Heb 7:28

lives and abides f 1 Pet 1:23

of darkness f Jude 13

power, both now and f Jude 25

And they shall reign f Rev 22:5

FOREVERMORE

Blessed be the LORD f Ps 89:52

this time forth and f Ps 113:2

behold, I am alive f Rev 1:18

FOREWARNED

all such, as we also f 1 Thess 4:6

FORGAVE

f the iniquity of my Ps 32:5

to repay, he freely f Luke 7:42

God in Christ f Eph 4:32

even as Christ f Col 3:13

FORGED

The proud have f Ps 119:69

FORGERS

But you f of lies Job 13:4

FORGET

“For God has made me f Gen 41:51

yourselves, lest you f Deut 4:23

f the covenant of your Deut 4:31

f the LORD who brought Deut 6:12

the paths of all who f Job 8:13

all the nations that f Ps 9:17

this, you who f Ps 50:22

f the works of God Ps 78:7

I will not f Your word Ps 119:16

If I f you Ps 137:5

My son, do not f Prov 3:1

f her nursing child Is 49:15

f the LORD your Maker Is 51:13

f her ornaments Jer 2:32

f your work and labor Heb 6:10

FORGETFULNESS

in the land of f Ps 88:12

FORGETS

f the covenant of her Prov 2:17

and immediately f James 1:24

FORGETTING

f those things which Phil 3:13

FORGIVE

dwelling place, and f 1 Kin 8:39

f their sin and heal 2 Chr 7:14

good, and ready to f Ps 86:5

And f us our debts Matt 6:12

Father will also f Matt 6:14

f men their trespasses Matt 6:15

his heart, does not f Matt 18:35

Who can f sins but God Mark 2:7

f the sins of any John 20:23

you ought rather to f 2 Cor 2:7

anything, I also f 2 Cor 2:10

F me this wrong 2 Cor 12:13

f us our sins and to 1 John 1:9

FORGIVEN

transgression is f Ps 32:1

sins be f them Mark 4:12

to whom little is f Luke 7:47

indeed I have f 2 Cor 2:10

f you all trespasses Col 2:13

sins, he will be f James 5:15

your sins are f 1 John 2:12

FORGIVENESS

But there is f with Ps 130:4

God belong mercy and f Dan 9:9

preached to you the f Acts 13:38

they may receive f Acts 26:18

His blood, the f Eph 1:7

FORGIVES

f all your iniquities Ps 103:3

“Who is this who even f Luke 7:49

FORGIVING

tenderhearted, f Eph 4:32

and f one another Col 3:13

FORGOT

remember Joseph, but f Gen 40:23

f the LORD their God Judg 3:7

f His works and His Ps 78:11

They soon f His works Ps 106:13

FORGOTTEN

f the God who fathered Deut 32:18

“Why have You f Ps 42:9

If we had f the name Ps 44:20

memory of them is f Eccl 9:5

you will not be f Is 44:21

And my Lord has f Is 49:14

I have f prosperity Lam 3:17

not one of them is f Luke 12:6

f the exhortation Heb 12:5

f that he was cleansed 2 Pet 1:9

FORM

earth was without f Gen 1:2

Who would f a god or Is 44:10

f the light and create Is 45:7

descended in bodily f Luke 3:22

time, nor seen His f John 5:37

For the f of this 1 Cor 7:31

who, being in the f Phil 2:6

Abstain from every f 1 Thess 5:22

having a f of 2 Tim 3:5

FORMED

And the LORD God f Gen 2:7

And His hands f Ps 95:5

f my inward parts Ps 139:13

f everything gives the Prov 26:10

say of him who f Is 29:16

Me there was no God f Is 43:10

This people I have f Is 43:21

“Before I f you in Jer 1:5

Will the thing f Rom 9:20

say to him who f Rom 9:20

until Christ is f Gal 4:19

For Adam was f first 1 Tim 2:13

FORMER

f lovingkindness Ps 89:49

f days better than Eccl 7:10

f rain to the earth Hos 6:3

f prophets preached Zech 1:4

f conduct in Judaism Gal 1:13

your f conduct Eph 4:22

f things have passed Rev 21:4

FORMS

clay say to him who f Is 45:9

f the spirit of man Zech 12:1

FORNICATION

“We were not born of f John 8:41

of the wrath of her f Rev 14:8

FORNICATOR

you know, that no f Eph 5:5

lest there be any f Heb 12:16

FORNICATORS

but f and adulterers Heb 13:4

FORSAKE

but if you f Him 2 Chr 15:2

“If his sons f Ps 89:30

f His inheritance Ps 94:14

But I did not f Ps 119:87

father, and do not f Prov 1:8

worthless idols f Jon 2:8

of you does not f Luke 14:33

never leave you nor f Heb 13:5

FORSAKEN

My God, why have You f Ps 22:1

seen the righteous f Ps 37:25

you dread will be f Is 7:16

cities will be as a f Is 17:9

a mere moment I have f Is 54:7

no longer be termed F Is 62:4

they have f Me Jer 2:13

My God, why have You f Matt 27:46

persecuted, but not f 2 Cor 4:9

for Demas has f 2 Tim 4:10

f the right way 2 Pet 2:15

FORSAKING

f the assembling Heb 10:25

FORSOOK

f God who made him Deut 32:15

all the disciples f Matt 26:56

with me, but all f 2 Tim 4:16

By faith he f Egypt Heb 11:27

FORTRESS

LORD is my rock, my f 2 Sam 22:2

my rock of refuge, a f Ps 31:2

FOUL

My wounds are f Ps 38:5

f weather today Matt 16:3

a prison for every f Rev 18:2

FOUND

f a helper comparable Gen 2:20

where can wisdom be f Job 28:12

when You may be f Ps 32:6

f My servant David Ps 89:20

a thousand I have f Eccl 7:28

this only I have f Eccl 7:29

f the one I love Song 3:4

LORD while He may be f Is 55:6

your fruit is f Hos 14:8

fruit on it and f none Luke 13:6

he was lost and is f Luke 15:24

f the Messiah” (which John 1:41

I f to bring death Rom 7:10

and be f in Him Phil 3:9

be diligent to be f 2 Pet 3:14

FOUNDATION

he shall lay its f Josh 6:26

His f is in the holy Ps 87:1

and justice are the f Ps 89:14

Of old You laid the f Ps 102:25

has an everlasting f Prov 10:25

deep and laid the f Luke 6:48

the earth without a f Luke 6:49

loved Me before the f John 17:24

I have laid the f 1 Cor 3:10

f can anyone lay than 1 Cor 3:11

us in Him before the f Eph 1:4

the solid f of God 2 Tim 2:19

not laying again the f Heb 6:1

Lamb slain from the f Rev 13:8

the first f was jasper Rev 21:19

FOUNDATIONS

when I laid the f Job 38:4

f are destroyed Ps 11:3

You who laid the f Ps 104:5

shall raise up the f Is 58:12

The f of the wall Rev 21:19

FOUNDED

For He has f it upon Ps 24:2

shake it, for it was f Luke 6:48

FOUNTAIN

will become in him a f John 4:14

FOUNTAINS

on that day all the f Gen 7:11

f be dispersed abroad Prov 5:16

when there were no f Prov 8:24

lead them to living f Rev 7:17

FOX

build, if even a f Neh 4:3

“Go, tell that f Luke 13:32

FOXES

caught three hundred f Judg 15:4

f that spoil the vines Song 2:15

F have holes and birds Luke 9:58

FRAGMENTS

f that remained Matt 14:20

of the leftover f Luke 9:17

baskets with the f John 6:13

FRAGRANCE

garments is like the f Song 4:11

was filled with the f John 12:3

we are to God the f 2 Cor 2:15

FRAIL

that I may know how f Ps 39:4

FRAME

For He knows our f Ps 103:14

f was not hidden Ps 139:15

FRAMED

that the worlds were f Heb 11:3

FREE

and the servant is f Job 3:19

let the oppressed go f Is 58:6

‘You will be made f John 8:33

if the Son makes you f John 8:36

And having been set f Rom 6:18

now having been set f Rom 6:22

Jesus has made me f Rom 8:2

Am I not f 1 Cor 9:1

is neither slave nor f Gal 3:28

Jerusalem above is f Gal 4:26

Christ has made us f Gal 5:1

he is a slave or f Eph 6:8

poor, f and slave Rev 13:16

FREED

has died has been f Rom 6:7

FREEDMAN

slave is the Lord’s f 1 Cor 7:22

FREELY

the garden you may f Gen 2:16

I will love them f Hos 14:4

F you have received Matt 10:8

f give us all Rom 8:32

that have been f 1 Cor 2:12

the water of life f Rev 22:17

FREEWOMAN

the other by a f Gal 4:22

with the son of the f Gal 4:30

FRESH

My glory is f within Job 29:20

They shall be f Ps 92:14

both salt water and f James 3:12

FRETS

and his heart f Prov 19:3

FRIEND

a man speaks to his f Ex 33:11

of Abraham Your f 2 Chr 20:7

though he were my f Ps 35:14

f You have put Ps 88:18

f loves at all times Prov 17:17

f who sticks closer Prov 18:24

not forsake your own f Prov 27:10

a f of tax collectors Matt 11:19

of you shall have a f Luke 11:5

f Lazarus sleeps John 11:11

you are not Caesar’s f John 19:12

Philemon our beloved f Philem 1 

he was called the f James 2:23

wants to be a f James 4:4

FRIENDS

and hate your f 2 Sam 19:6

My f scorn me Job 16:20

f have forgotten me Job 19:14

the rich has many f Prov 14:20

one’s life for his f John 15:13

You are My f John 15:14

I have called you f John 15:15

to forbid any of his f Acts 24:23

FROGS

your territory with f Ex 8:2

f coming out of the Rev 16:13

FRONTLETS

on your hand and as f Ex 13:16

and they shall be as f Deut 6:8

FROZEN

the broad waters are f Job 37:10

FRUIT

and showed them the f Num 13:26

Blessed shall be the f Deut 28:4

brings forth its f Ps 1:3

f is better than gold Prov 8:19

The f of the righteous Prov 11:30

with good by the f Prov 12:14

f was sweet to my Song 2:3

they shall eat the f Is 3:10

like the first f Is 28:4

“I create the f Is 57:19

f is found in Me Hos 14:8

does not bear good f Matt 3:10

good tree bears good f Matt 7:17

not drink of this f Matt 26:29

and blessed is the f Luke 1:42

life, and bring no f Luke 8:14

and he came seeking f Luke 13:6

And if it bears f Luke 13:9

branch that bears f John 15:2

that you bear much f John 15:8

should go and bear f John 15:16

f did you have then in Rom 6:21

God, you have your f Rom 6:22

that we should bear f Rom 7:4

But the f of the Gal 5:22

but I seek the f Phil 4:17

yields the peaceable f Heb 12:11

Now the f of James 3:18

autumn trees without f Jude 12

tree yielding its f Rev 22:2

FRUITFUL

them, saying, “Be f Gen 1:22

a f bough, a f Gen 49:22

wife shall be like a f Ps 128:3

heaven and f seasons Acts 14:17

pleasing Him, being f Col 1:10

FRUITS

Therefore bear f Matt 3:8

know them by their f Matt 7:16

and increase the f 2 Cor 9:10

of mercy and good f James 3:17

which bore twelve f Rev 22:2

FUEL

people shall be as f Is 9:19

into the fire for f Ezek 15:4

FULFILL

the LORD, to f his vow Lev 22:21

And you shall f 1 Kin 5:9

f all your petitions Ps 20:5

f the desire of those Ps 145:19

for us to f all Matt 3:15

f the law of Christ Gal 6:2

f my joy by being Phil 2:2

and f all the good 2 Thess 1:11

If you really f James 2:8

FULFILLED

the law till all is f Matt 5:18

of the Gentiles are f Luke 21:24

all things must be f Luke 24:44

of the law might be f Rom 8:4

loves another has f Rom 13:8

For all the law is f Gal 5:14

FULFILLMENT

for there will be a f Luke 1:45

love is the f of the Rom 13:10

FULL

I went out f Ruth 1:21

For I am f of words Job 32:18

of the LORD is f Ps 29:4

who has his quiver f Ps 127:5

Lest I be f and deny Prov 30:9

yet the sea is not f Eccl 1:7

the whole earth is f Is 6:3

and it was f of bones Ezek 37:1

But truly I am f Mic 3:8

whole body will be f Matt 6:22

of the Father, f John 1:14

your joy may be f John 15:11

chose Stephen, a man f Acts 6:5

You are already f 1 Cor 4:8

learned both to be f Phil 4:12

I am f, having received Phil 4:18

FULL-GROWN

and sin, when it is f James 1:15

FULLNESS

satisfied with the f Ps 36:8

f we have all received John 1:16

to Israel until the f Rom 11:25

But when the f of the Gal 4:4

dispensation of the f Eph 1:10

filled with all the f Eph 3:19

Him dwells all the f Col 2:9

FUNCTION

do not have the same f Rom 12:4

FURIOUS

You have been f Ps 89:38

f man do not go Prov 22:24

fury and in f rebukes Ezek 5:15

LORD avenges and is f Nah 1:2

this, they were f Acts 5:33

FURIOUSLY

for he drives f 2 Kin 9:20

FURNACE

you out of the iron f Deut 4:20

tested you in the f Is 48:10

of a burning fiery f Dan 3:6

cast them into the f Matt 13:42

the smoke of a great f Rev 9:2

FURNISHED

also f her table Prov 9:2

a large upper room, f Mark 14:15

FURY

F is not in Me Is 27:4

they are full of the f Is 51:20

f to His adversaries Is 59:18

and My own f Is 63:5

even in anger and f Jer 21:5

and I will cause My f Ezek 5:13

Thus will I spend My f Ezek 6:12

in anger and f on the Mic 5:15

FUTILE

For it is not a f Deut 32:47

of the peoples are f Jer 10:3

wise, that they are f 1 Cor 3:20

risen, your faith is f 1 Cor 15:17

FUTILITY

allotted months of f Job 7:3

f have You created all Ps 89:47

was subjected to f Rom 8:20

FUTURE

for the f of that man Ps 37:37

the f of the wicked Ps 37:38

to give you a f Jer 29:11

GAAL

Son of Ebed; vilifies Abimelech, Judg 9:26–41

GAASH

Hill of Ephraim, Judg 2:9

Joshua buried near, Josh 24:30

GABBATHA

Place of Pilate’s court, John 19:13

GABRIEL

Messenger archangel; interprets Daniel’s vision, Dan 8:16–27

Reveals the prophecy of 70 weeks, Dan 9:21–27

Announces John’s birth, Luke 1:11–22

Announces Christ’s birth, Luke 1:26–38

Stands in God’s presence, Luke 1:19

GAD

Son of Jacob by Zilpah, Gen 30:10, 11

Blessed by Jacob, Gen 49:19

— Tribe of:

Census of, Num 1:24, 25

Territory of, Num 32:20–36

Captivity of, 1 Chr 5:26

Later references to, Rev 7:5

— Prophet in David’s reign, 1 Sam 22:5

Message of, to David, 2 Sam 24:10–16

GADARENES (or Gergesenes)

People east of the Sea of Galilee, Mark 5:1

Healing of demon-possessed in territory of, Matt 8:28–34

GAIN

g than fine gold Prov 3:14

will have no lack of g Prov 31:11

a time to g Eccl 3:6

to get dishonest g Ezek 22:27

him who covets evil g Hab 2:9

and to die is g Phil 1:21

rubbish, that I may g Phil 3:8

is a means of g 1 Tim 6:5

contentment is great g 1 Tim 6:6

for dishonest g 1 Pet 5:2

GAINED

g more wisdom than all Eccl 1:16

g five more talents Matt 25:20

GAINS

g the whole world Matt 16:26

GAIUS

Companion of Paul, Acts 19:29

— Convert at Derbe, Acts 20:4





— Paul’s host at Corinth, Rom 16:23; 1 Cor 1:14

GALATIA

Paul visits, Acts 16:6; 18:23

Paul writes to Christians in, Gal 1:1

Peter writes to Christians in, 1 Pet 1:1

GALILEANS

Speech of, Mark 14:70

Faith of, John 4:45

Pilate’s cruelty toward, Luke 13:1, 2

GALILEE

Prophecies concerning, Deut 33:18–23; Is 9:1, 2

Dialect of, distinctive, Matt 26:73

Herod’s jurisdiction over, Luke 3:1

Christ’s contacts with, Matt 2:22; 4:12–25; 26:32; 27:55; John 4:1, 3

GALILEE, SEA OF

Scene of many events in Christ’s life, Mark 7:31

Called Chinnereth, Num 34:11

Later called Gennesaret, Luke 5:1

GALL

They also gave me g Ps 69:21

the wormwood and the g Lam 3:19

turned justice into g Amos 6:12

wine mingled with g Matt 27:34

GALLIO

Roman proconsul of Achaia, dismisses charges against Paul, Acts 18:12–17

GAMALIEL

Famous Jewish teacher, Acts 22:3

Respected by people, Acts 5:34–39

GAP

and stand in the g Ezek 22:30

GARDEN

LORD God planted a g Gen 2:8

g enclosed is my Song 4:12

like a watered g Is 58:11

Eden, the g of God Ezek 28:13

raise up for them a g Ezek 34:29

where there was a g John 18:1

in the g a new tomb John 19:41

GARDENER

Him to be the g John 20:15

GARDENS

I made myself g Eccl 2:5

plant g and eat their Jer 29:5

GARLANDS

brought oxen and g Acts 14:13

GARMENT

beautiful Babylonian g Josh 7:21

g that is moth-eaten Job 13:28

made sackcloth my g Ps 69:11

with light as with a g Ps 104:2

one who takes away a g Prov 25:20

the hem of His g Matt 9:20

have on a wedding g Matt 22:11

cloth on an old g Mark 2:21

all grow old like a g Heb 1:11

hating even the g Jude 23

GARMENTS

g did not wear out on Deut 8:4

Why are your g hot Job 37:17

They divide My g Ps 22:18

g always be white Eccl 9:8

g rolled in blood Is 9:5

from Edom, with dyed g Is 63:1

Take away the filthy g Zech 3:4

man clothed in soft g Matt 11:8

spread their g on the Matt 21:8

and divided His g Matt 27:35

by them in shining g Luke 24:4

g are moth-eaten James 5:2

be clothed in white g Rev 3:5

GARRISON

gathered the whole g Matt 27:27

Damascenes with a g 2 Cor 11:32

GATE

This is the g of the Ps 118:20

by the narrow g Matt 7:13

by the Sheep G a pool John 5:2

laid daily at the g Acts 3:2

suffered outside the g Heb 13:12

each individual g Rev 21:21

GATES

possess the g of those Gen 24:60

g are burned with fire Neh 1:3

they go down to the g Job 17:16

up your heads, O you g Ps 24:7

The LORD loves the g Ps 87:2

Open to me the g Ps 118:19

is known in the g Prov 31:23

go through the g Is 62:10

and the g of Hades Matt 16:18

wall with twelve g Rev 21:12

g were twelve pearls Rev 21:21

g shall not be shut Rev 21:25

GATH

Philistine city, 1 Sam 6:17

Ark carried to, 1 Sam 5:8

David takes refuge in, 1 Sam 21:10–15

David’s second flight to, 1 Sam 27:3–12

Captured by David, 1 Chr 18:1

Destruction of, prophetic, Amos 6:1–3

Name becomes proverbial, Mic 1:10

GATHER

g my soul with sinners Ps 26:9

G My saints Ps 50:5

and a time to g stones Eccl 3:5

g the lambs with His Is 40:11

g His wheat into the Matt 3:12

sow nor reap nor g Matt 6:26

Do men g grapes from Matt 7:16

g where I have not Matt 25:26

g together His Mark 13:27

GATHERED

g little had no lack Ex 16:18

And g out of the lands Ps 107:3

g some of every kind Matt 13:47

the nations will be g Matt 25:32

GATHERING

g together of the Gen 1:10

g together to Him 2 Thess 2:1

GATHERS

g the waters of the Ps 33:7

His heart g iniquity Ps 41:6

g her food in the Prov 6:8

The Lord GOD, who g Is 56:8

together, as a hen g Matt 23:37

GAVE

to be with me, she g Gen 3:12

g You this authority Matt 21:23

that He g His only John 3:16

Those whom You g John 17:12

but God g the increase 1 Cor 3:6

g Himself for our sins Gal 1:4

g Himself for me Gal 2:20

g Himself for it Eph 5:25

The sea g up the dead Rev 20:13

GAZA

Philistine city, Josh 13:3

Samson removes the gates of, Judg 16:1–3

Samson taken there as prisoner; his revenge, Judg 16:21–31

Sin of, condemned, Amos 1:6, 7

Philip journeys to, Acts 8:26

GAZED

g into heaven and saw Acts 7:55

GAZING

why do you stand g Acts 1:11

GEDALIAH

Made governor of Judah, 2 Kin 25:22–26

Befriends Jeremiah, Jer 40:5, 6

Murdered by Ishmael, Jer 41:2, 18

GEHAZI

Elisha’s servant; seeks reward from Naaman, 2 Kin 5:20–24

Afflicted with leprosy, 2 Kin 5:25–27

Relates Elisha’s deeds to Jehoram, 2 Kin 8:4–6

GENEALOGIES

fables and endless g 1 Tim 1:4

GENEALOGY

The book of the g Matt 1:1

mother, without g Heb 7:3

GENERATION

perverse and crooked g Deut 32:5

The g of the upright Ps 112:2

g shall praise Your Ps 145:4

g that curses its Prov 30:11

g that is pure in its Prov 30:12

One g passes away Eccl 1:4

g it shall lie Is 34:10

who will declare His g Is 53:8

and adulterous g Matt 12:39

this g will by no Matt 24:34

from this perverse g Acts 2:40

But you are a chosen g 1 Pet 2:9

GENERATIONS

be remembered in all g Ps 45:17

Your praise to all g Ps 79:13

for a thousand g Ps 105:8

g will call me blessed Luke 1:48

GENEROUS

g soul will be made Prov 11:25

g eye will be blessed Prov 22:9

no longer be called g Is 32:5

g man devises g Is 32:8

GENTILES

G were separated Gen 10:5

as a light to the G Is 42:6

G shall come to your Is 60:3

the riches of the G Is 61:6

all these things the G Matt 6:32

into the way of the G Matt 10:5

revelation to the G Luke 2:32

G are fulfilled Luke 21:24

bear My name before G Acts 9:15

poured out on the G Acts 10:45

a light to the G Acts 13:47

blasphemed among the G Rom 2:24

also the God of the G Rom 3:29

even named among the G 1 Cor 5:1

mystery among the G Col 1:27

a teacher of the G 1 Tim 2:7

nothing from the G 3 John 7 

GENTLE

g tongue breaks a bone Prov 25:15

from Me, for I am g Matt 11:29

But we were g among 1 Thess 2:7

to be peaceable, g Titus 3:2

only to the good and g 1 Pet 2:18

ornament of a g 1 Pet 3:4

GENTLENESS

g has made me great Ps 18:35

love and a spirit of g 1 Cor 4:21

g, self-control Gal 5:23

all lowliness and g Eph 4:2

Let your g be known to Phil 4:5

love, patience, g 1 Tim 6:11

GERAR

Town of Philistia, Gen 10:19

Visited by Abraham, Gen 20:1–18

Visited by Isaac, Gen 26:1–17

Abimelech, king of, Gen 26:1, 26

GERIZIM

See MOUNT GERIZIM

GERSHOM (or Gershon)

Son of Moses, Ex 2:21, 22

Circumcised, Ex 4:25

Founder of Levite family, 1 Chr 23:14–16

GESHUR

Inhabitants of, not expelled by Israel, Josh 13:13

Talmai, king of, grandfather of Absalom, 2 Sam 3:3

Absalom flees to, 2 Sam 13:37, 38

GETHSEMANE

Garden near Jerusalem, Matt 26:30, 36

Often visited by Christ, Luke 22:39

Scene of Christ’s agony and betrayal, Matt 26:36–56; John 18:1–12

GEZER

Canaanite city, Josh 10:33

Inhabitants not expelled, Josh 16:10

Given as dowry of Pharaoh’s daughter, 1 Kin 9:15–17

GHOST

supposed it was a g Mark 6:49

GIBEAH

Town of Benjamin; known for wickedness, Judg 19:12–30

Destruction of, Judg 20:1–48

Saul’s birthplace, 1 Sam 10:26

Saul’s political capital, 1 Sam 15:34

Wickedness of, long remembered, Hos 9:9

GIBEON

Sun stands still at, Josh 10:12

Location of tabernacle, 1 Chr 16:39

Joab struck Amasa at, 2 Sam 20:8–10

Joab killed at, 1 Kin 2:28–34

Site of Solomon’s sacrifice and dream, 1 Kin 3:5–15

GIBEONITES

Trick Joshua into making treaty; subjected to forced labor, Josh 9:3–27

Rescued by Joshua, Josh 10

Massacred by Saul; avenged by David, 2 Sam 21:1–9

GIDEON

Called by an angel, Judg 6:11–24

Destroys Baal’s altar, Judg 6:25–32

Fleece confirms call from God, Judg 6:36–40

Miraculous victory over the Midianites, Judg 7

Takes revenge on Succoth and Penuel, Judg 8:4–21

Refuses kingship; makes an ephod, Judg 8:22–28

Fathers seventy-one sons; dies, Judg 8:29–35

GIFT

g makes room for him Prov 18:16

A g in secret pacifies Prov 21:14

it is the g of God Eccl 3:13

is Corban”—’(that is, a g Mark 7:11

“If you knew the g John 4:10

But the free g is not Rom 5:15

but the g of God is Rom 6:23

each one has his own g 1 Cor 7:7

though I have the g 1 Cor 13:2

it is the g of God Eph 2:8

Not that I seek the g Phil 4:17

Do not neglect the g 1 Tim 4:14

you to stir up the g 2 Tim 1:6

tasted the heavenly g Heb 6:4

Every good g and every James 1:17

one has received a g 1 Pet 4:10

GIFTED

the women who were g Ex 35:25

but good-looking, g Dan 1:4

GIFTS

g you shall offer Num 18:29

You have received g Ps 68:18

and Seba will offer g Ps 72:10

though you give many g Prov 6:35

to one who gives g Prov 19:6

how to give good g Matt 7:11

rich putting their g Luke 21:1

g differing Rom 12:6

are diversities of g 1 Cor 12:4

and desire spiritual g 1 Cor 14:1

captive, and gave g Eph 4:8

GIHON

River of Eden, Gen 2:13

— Spring outside Jerusalem, 1 Kin 1:33–45

Source of water supply, 2 Chr 32:30

GILBOA

Range of limestone hills in Issachar, 1 Sam 28:4

Scene of Saul’s death, 1 Sam 31:1–9

Under David’s curse, 2 Sam 1:17, 21

GILEAD

Plain east of the Jordan; taken from the Amorites and assigned to Gad, Reuben, and Manasseh, Num 21:21–31; 32:33–40; Deut 3:12, 13; Josh 13:24–31

Ishbosheth rules over, 2 Sam 2:8, 9

David takes refuge in, 2 Sam 17:21–26

Conquered by Hazael, 2 Kin 10:32, 33

Balm of, figurative of national healing, Jer 8:22

GILGAL

Site of memorial stones, circumcision, first Passover in the Promised Land, Josh 4:19–5:12

Site of Gibeonite covenant, Josh 9:3–15

One location on Samuel’s circuit, 1 Sam 7:15, 16

Saul made king and later rejected, 1 Sam 11:15; 13:4–15

Denounced for idolatry, Hos 9:15

GIRD

G Your sword upon Your Ps 45:3

of wrath You shall g Ps 76:10

I will g you Is 45:5

and another will g John 21:18

Therefore g up the 1 Pet 1:13

GIRDED

a towel and g Himself John 13:4

down to the feet and g Rev 1:13

GIRGASHITES

Descendants of Canaan, Gen 10:15, 16

Land of, given to Abraham’s descendants, Gen 15:18, 21

Delivered to Israel, Josh 24:11

GITTITES

600 follow David, 2 Sam 15:18–23

GIVE

g thanks to the LORD 1 Chr 16:8

g me wisdom and 2 Chr 1:10

G ear to my prayer Ps 17:1

G to them according Ps 28:4

g you the desires Ps 37:4

Yes, the LORD will g Ps 85:12

G me understanding Ps 119:34

g me your heart Prov 23:26

You will g truth to Mic 7:20

G to him who asks Matt 5:42

G us this day our Matt 6:11

what you have and g Matt 19:21

authority I will g Luke 4:6

g them eternal life John 10:28

A new commandment I g John 13:34

but what I do have I g Acts 3:6

g us all things Rom 8:32

G no offense 1 Cor 10:32

So let each one g 2 Cor 9:7

g him who has need Eph 4:28

g thanks to God always 2 Thess 2:13

g yourself entirely 1 Tim 4:15

good works, ready to g 1 Tim 6:18

GIVEN

to him more will be g Matt 13:12

has, more will be g Matt 25:29

to whom much is g Luke 12:48

g Me I should lose John 6:39

Spirit was not yet g John 7:39

have been freely g 1 Cor 2:12

not g to wine 1 Tim 3:3

GIVES

He who g to the poor Prov 28:27

For God g wisdom and Eccl 2:26

g life to the world John 6:33

All that the Father g John 6:37

The good shepherd g John 10:11

not as the world g John 14:27

g us richly all things 1 Tim 6:17

who g to all liberally James 1:5

But He g more grace James 4:6

g grace to the humble James 4:6

GLAD

I will be g and Ps 9:2

my heart is g Ps 16:9

Be g in the LORD and Ps 32:11

streams shall make g Ps 46:4

And wine that makes g Ps 104:15

I was g when they said Ps 122:1

make merry and be g Luke 15:32

he saw it and was g John 8:56

GLADNESS

in the day of your g Num 10:10

day of feasting and g Esth 9:17

You have put g in my Ps 4:7

me hear joy and g Ps 51:8

Serve the LORD with g Ps 100:2

shall obtain joy and g Is 35:10

over you with g Zeph 3:17

receive it with g Mark 4:16

GLASS

there was a sea of g Rev 4:6

like transparent g Rev 21:21

GLORIFIED

the people I must be g Lev 10:3

and they g the God of Matt 15:31

Jesus was not yet g John 7:39

when Jesus was g John 12:16

By this My Father is g John 15:8

I have g You on the John 17:4

g His Servant Jesus Acts 3:13

these He also g Rom 8:30

things God may be g 1 Pet 4:11

GLORIFY

My altar, and I will g Is 60:7

g your Father in Matt 5:16

“Father, g Your name John 12:28

He will g Me John 16:14

And now, O Father, g John 17:5

what death he would g John 21:19

God, they did not g Rom 1:21

therefore g God in 1 Cor 6:20

also Christ did not g Heb 5:5

ashamed, but let him g 1 Pet 4:16

GLORIOUS

daughter is all g Ps 45:13

And blessed be His g Ps 72:19

G things are spoken Ps 87:3

is honorable and g Ps 111:3

g splendor of Your Ps 145:5

habitation, holy and g Is 63:15

it to Himself a g Eph 5:27

be conformed to His g Phil 3:21

g appearing of our Titus 2:13

GLORY

“Please, show me Your g Ex 33:18

g has departed from 1 Sam 4:21

G in His holy name 1 Chr 16:10

g of the LORD filled the house 2 Chr 5:14

g of the LORD on the temple 2 Chr 7:3

a shield for me, my g Ps 3:3

who have set Your g Ps 8:1

Who is this King of g Ps 24:8

the place where Your g Ps 26:8

Your power and Your g Ps 63:2

shall speak of the g Ps 145:11

wise shall inherit g Prov 3:35

The g of young men is Prov 20:29

It is the g of God to Prov 25:2

the g there will be a covering Is 4:5

“G to the righteous Is 24:16

g I will not give Is 42:8

g will be seen upon Is 60:2

then be likened in g Ezek 31:18

I will change their g Hos 4:7

g of this latter temple Hag 2:9

and I will be the g Zech 2:5

He shall bear the g Zech 6:13

that they may have g Matt 6:2

the power and the g Matt 6:13

g was not arrayed Matt 6:29

Man will come in the g Matt 16:27

with power and great g Matt 24:30

“G to God in the Luke 2:14

and we beheld His g John 1:14

and manifested His g John 2:11

I do not seek My own g John 8:50

“Give God the g John 9:24

g which I had with You John 17:5

g which You gave Me I John 17:22

he did not give g Acts 12:23

doing good seek for g Rom 2:7

fall short of the g Rom 3:23

in faith, giving g Rom 4:20

the adoption, the g Rom 9:4

the riches of His g Rom 9:23

God, alone wise, be g Rom 16:27

who glories, let him g 1 Cor 1:31

but woman is the g 1 Cor 11:7

of the g that excels 2 Cor 3:10

of the gospel of the g 2 Cor 4:4

eternal weight of g 2 Cor 4:17

who glories, let him g 2 Cor 10:17

to His riches in g Phil 4:19

appear with Him in g Col 3:4

For you are our g 1 Thess 2:20

many sons to g Heb 2:10

grass, and all the g 1 Pet 1:24

to whom belong the g 1 Pet 4:11

for the Spirit of g 1 Pet 4:14

the presence of His g Jude 24

O Lord, to receive g Rev 4:11

g of God illuminated Rev 21:23

GLORYING

Your g is not good 1 Cor 5:6

GLUTTON

g will come to poverty Prov 23:21

you say, ‘Look, a g Luke 7:34

GLUTTONS

g shames his Prov 28:7

evil beasts, lazy g Titus 1:12

GNASHING

will be weeping and g Matt 8:12

GO

He said, “Let Me g Gen 32:26

‘Let My people g Ex 5:1

Presence does not g Ex 33:15

for wherever you g Ruth 1:16

“Look, I g forward Job 23:8

For I used to g Ps 42:4

g astray as soon as Ps 58:3

I will g in the Ps 71:16

Those who g down to Ps 107:23

Where can I g from Ps 139:7

G to the ant Prov 6:6

All g to one place Eccl 3:20

of mourning than to g Eccl 7:2

of Zion shall g Is 2:3

You wherever You g Matt 8:19

do not g out Matt 24:26

He said to them, “G Mark 16:15

And I say to one, ‘G Luke 7:8

also want to g away John 6:67

to whom shall we g John 6:68

g you cannot come John 8:21

I g to prepare a place John 14:2

will do, because I g John 14:12

seek Me, let these g John 18:8

and he shall g out no more Rev 3:12

GOADS

of the wise are like g Eccl 12:11

to kick against the g Acts 9:5

GOAL

I press toward the g Phil 3:14

GOATS

drink the blood of g Ps 50:13

his sheep from the g Matt 25:32

with the blood of g Heb 9:12

g could take away Heb 10:4

GOD

G created the heavens Gen 1:1

Abram of G Most High Gen 14:19

and I will be their G Gen 17:8

of the Mighty G Gen 49:24

the G of Abraham Ex 3:6

He is my G Ex 15:2

Stand before G for the Ex 18:19

“I am the LORD your G Ex 20:2

“This is your g Ex 32:4

G is not a man Num 23:19

G is a consuming fire Deut 4:24

great and awesome G Deut 7:21

my people, and your G Ruth 1:16

know that there is a G 1 Sam 17:46

a rock, except our G 2 Sam 22:32

If the LORD is G 1 Kin 18:21

G is greater than all 2 Chr 2:5

G is greater than Job 33:12

“Behold, G is mighty Job 36:5

“Behold, G is great Job 36:26

You have been My G Ps 22:10

“Where is your G Ps 42:3

G is our refuge Ps 46:1

G is in the midst of Ps 46:5

G is the King of all Ps 47:7

The Mighty One, G Ps 50:1

I am G Ps 50:7

me a clean heart, O G Ps 51:10

Our G is the G Ps 68:20

Who is so great a G Ps 77:13

Restore us, O G Ps 80:7

You alone are G Ps 86:10

Exalt the LORD our G Ps 99:9

Yes, our G is merciful Ps 116:5

give thanks to the G Ps 136:26

For G is in heaven Eccl 5:2

Counselor, Mighty G Is 9:6

G is my salvation Is 12:2

Behold, this is our G Is 25:9

“Behold your G Is 40:9

Is there a G besides Is 44:8

to Zion, “Your G Is 52:7

stricken, smitten by G Is 53:4

and I will be their G Jer 31:33

and I saw visions of G Ezek 1:1

Who is a G like You Mic 7:18

“G with us Matt 1:23

in G my Savior Luke 1:47

the Word was with G John 1:1

enter the kingdom of G John 3:5

For G so loved the John 3:16

has certified that G John 3:33

G is Spirit John 4:24

“My Lord and my G John 20:28

Christ is the Son of G Acts 8:37

To the Unknown G Acts 17:23

Indeed, let G be true Rom 3:4

If G is for us Rom 8:31

G is faithful 1 Cor 1:9

us there is one G 1 Cor 8:6

G shall supply all Phil 4:19

and I will be their G Heb 8:10

G is a consuming fire Heb 12:29

G is greater than our 1 John 3:20

for G is love 1 John 4:8

No one has seen G 1 John 4:12

in the temple of My G Rev 3:12

gave glory to the G Rev 11:13

G Himself will be Rev 21:3

and I will be his G Rev 21:7

GODDESS

after Ashtoreth the g 1 Kin 11:5

of the great g Diana Acts 19:35

GODHEAD

eternal power and G Rom 1:20

the fullness of the G Col 2:9

GODLINESS

is the mystery of g 1 Tim 3:16

g is profitable 1 Tim 4:8

Now g with contentment 1 Tim 6:6

having a form of g 2 Tim 3:5

pertain to life and g 2 Pet 1:3

to perseverance g 2 Pet 1:6

GODLY

Himself him who is g Ps 4:3

everyone who is g Ps 32:6

who desire to live g 2 Tim 3:12

righteously, and g Titus 2:12

reverence and g fear Heb 12:28

to deliver the g 2 Pet 2:9

GODS

your God is God of g Deut 10:17

the household g 2 Kin 23:24

He judges among the g Ps 82:1

I said, “You are g Ps 82:6

yourselves with g Is 57:5

If He called them g John 10:35

g have come down to Acts 14:11

GOG

Prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, Ezek 38:2, 3

— Leader of the final battle, Rev 20:8–15

GOLD

And the g of that land Gen 2:12

a mercy seat of pure g Ex 25:17

multiply silver and g Deut 17:17

“If I have made g Job 31:24

yea, than much fine g Ps 19:10

is like apples of g Prov 25:11

is Mine, and the g Hag 2:8

g I do not have Acts 3:6

with braided hair or g 1 Tim 2:9

a man with g rings James 2:2

Your g and silver are James 5:3

more precious than g 1 Pet 1:7

like silver or g 1 Pet 1:18

of the city was pure g Rev 21:21

GOLGOTHA

Where Jesus died, Matt 27:33–35

GOLIATH

Giant of Gath, 1 Sam 17:4

Killed by David, 1 Sam 17:50

— Brother of above; killed by Elhanan, 2 Sam 21:19

GOMER

Son of Japheth, Gen 10:2, 3; 1 Chr 1:5, 6

Northern nation, Ezek 38:6

— Wife of Hosea, Hos 1:2, 3

GOMORRAH

With Sodom, defeated by Chedorlaomer; Lot captured, Gen 14:8–12

Destroyed by God, Gen 19:23–29

Later references to, Is 1:10; Amos 4:11; Matt 10:15

GONE

I am g like a shadow Ps 109:23

I have g astray like a Ps 119:176

the word has g out of Is 45:23

like sheep have g Is 53:6

GOOD

God saw that it was g Gen 1:10

but God meant it for g Gen 50:20

LORD has promised g Num 10:29

you have spoken is g 2 Kin 20:19

seeking the g of his Esth 10:3

indeed accept g Job 2:10

“Who will show us any g Ps 4:6

is none who does g Ps 14:1

G and upright is the Ps 25:8

that he may see g Ps 34:12

Truly God is g to Ps 73:1

g man deals graciously Ps 112:5

Your Spirit is g Ps 143:10

g man obtains favor Prov 12:2

g word makes it glad Prov 12:25

on the evil and the g Prov 15:3

A merry heart does g Prov 17:22

who knows what is g Eccl 6:12

learn to do g Is 1:17

Zion, you who bring g Is 40:9

tidings of g things Is 52:7

talked to me, with g Zech 1:13

they may see your g Matt 5:16

said, “Be of g cheer Matt 9:22

A g man out of the Matt 12:35

“G Teacher, what g Matt 19:16

No one is g but One Matt 19:17

For she has done a g Matt 26:10

behold, I bring you g Luke 2:10

love your enemies, do g Luke 6:35

“Can anything g John 1:46

Some said, “He is g John 7:12

g works I have shown John 10:32

who went about doing g Acts 10:38

For he was a g man Acts 11:24

in that He did g Acts 14:17

g man someone would Rom 5:7

in my flesh) nothing g Rom 7:18

overcome evil with g Rom 12:21

Jesus for g works Eph 2:10

fruitful in every g Col 1:10

know that the law is g 1 Tim 1:8

For this is g and 1 Tim 2:3

bishop, he desires a g 1 Tim 3:1

for this is g and 1 Tim 5:4

be rich in g works 1 Tim 6:18

prepared for every g 2 Tim 2:21

and have tasted the g Heb 6:5

Every g gift and every James 1:17

g works which they 1 Pet 2:12

to suffer for doing g 1 Pet 3:17

GOODNESS

“I will make all My g Ex 33:19

and abounding in g Ex 34:6

“You are my Lord, my g Ps 16:2

Surely g and mercy Ps 23:6

that I would see the g Ps 27:13

how great is Your g Ps 31:19

The g of God endures Ps 52:1

how great is its g Zech 9:17

the riches of His g Rom 2:4

consider the g and Rom 11:22

kindness, g Gal 5:22

GOODS

When g increase Eccl 5:11

and plunder his g Matt 12:29

ruler over all his g Matt 24:47

“Soul, you have many g Luke 12:19

man was wasting his g Luke 16:1

I give half of my g Luke 19:8

has this world’s g 1 John 3:17

GOSHEN

District of Egypt where Israel lived; the best of the land, Gen 45:10; 46:28, 29; 47:1–11

GOSPEL

The beginning of the g Mark 1:1

and believe in the g Mark 1:15

g must first be Mark 13:10

to testify to the g Acts 20:24

separated to the g Rom 1:1

not ashamed of the g Rom 1:16

should live from the g 1 Cor 9:14

if our g is veiled 2 Cor 4:3

to a different g Gal 1:6

of truth, the g Eph 1:13

the mystery of the g Eph 6:19

g which you heard Col 1:23

the everlasting g Rev 14:6

GOSSIPS

only idle but also g 1 Tim 5:13

GOVERNMENT

and the g will be upon Is 9:6

GRACE

But Noah found g Gen 6:8

G is poured upon Your Ps 45:2

The LORD will give g Ps 84:11

the Spirit of g Zech 12:10

and the g of God was Luke 2:40

g and truth came John 1:17

And great g was upon Acts 4:33

G to you and peace Rom 1:7

receive abundance of g Rom 5:17

g is no longer g Rom 11:6

The g of our Lord Rom 16:20

For you know the g 2 Cor 8:9

g is sufficient 2 Cor 12:9

The g of the Lord 2 Cor 13:14

you have fallen from g Gal 5:4

to the riches of His g Eph 1:7

g you have been Eph 2:8

dispensation of the g Eph 3:2

g was given according Eph 4:7

G be with all those Eph 6:24

shaken, let us have g Heb 12:28

But He gives more g James 4:6

this is the true g 1 Pet 5:12

but grow in the g 2 Pet 3:18

GRACIOUS

he said, “God be g Gen 43:29

I will be g to whom I Ex 33:19

then He is g to him Job 33:24

wise man’s mouth are g Eccl 10:12

of hosts will be g Amos 5:15

know that You are a g Jon 4:2

that He may be g Mal 1:9

at the g words which Luke 4:22

that the Lord is g 1 Pet 2:3

GRAFTED

in unbelief, will be g Rom 11:23

GRAIN

Israel went to buy g Gen 42:5

it treads out the g Deut 25:4

You provide their g Ps 65:9

be an abundance of g Ps 72:16

him who withholds g Prov 11:26

be revived like g Hos 14:7

G shall make the young Zech 9:17

to pluck heads of g Matt 12:1

unless a g of wheat John 12:24

it treads out the g 1 Cor 9:9

GRANT

and g us Your Ps 85:7

G that these two Matt 20:21

who overcomes I will g Rev 3:21

GRAPES

in the blood of g Gen 49:11

their g are g of gall Deut 32:32

g give a good smell Song 2:13

vines have tender g Song 2:15

brought forth wild g Is 5:2

Yet gleaning g will be Is 17:6

“No g shall be Jer 8:13

have eaten sour g Ezek 18:2

Do men gather g Matt 7:16

g are fully ripe Rev 14:18

GRASPING

all is vanity and g Eccl 1:14

GRASS

they were as the g 2 Kin 19:26

offspring like the g Job 5:25

g which grows up Ps 90:5

his days are like g Ps 103:15

The g withers Is 40:7

so clothes the g Matt 6:30

to sit down on the g Matt 14:19

“All flesh is as g 1 Pet 1:24

GRASSHOPPERS

inhabitants are like g Is 40:22

generals like great g Nah 3:17

GRAVE

g does not come Job 7:9

for the g as my house Job 17:13

my soul up from the g Ps 30:3

the power of the g Ps 49:15

or wisdom in the g Eccl 9:10

And they made His g Is 53:9

the power of the g Hos 13:14

GRAVES

there were no g Ex 14:11

and the g were opened Matt 27:52

g which are not Luke 11:44

g will hear His voice John 5:28

GRAY

would bring down my g Gen 42:38

the man of g hairs Deut 32:25

of old men is their g Prov 20:29

GREAT

and make your name g Gen 12:2

He has done us this g 1 Sam 6:9

For the LORD is g 1 Chr 16:25

I build will be g 2 Chr 2:5

“The work is g Neh 4:19

Who does g things Job 5:9

G men are not always Job 32:9

in the g assembly Ps 22:25

g are Your works Ps 92:5

my God, You are very g Ps 104:1

“The LORD has done g Ps 126:2

g is the sum of them Ps 139:17

in the place of the g Prov 25:6

g is the Holy One Is 12:6

And do you seek g Jer 45:5

g is Your faithfulness Lam 3:23

The g day of the LORD Zeph 1:14

he shall be called g Matt 5:19

one pearl of g price Matt 13:46

desires to become g Matt 20:26

g drops of blood Luke 22:44

that he was someone g Acts 8:9

“G is Diana of the Acts 19:28

that I have g sorrow Rom 9:2

without controversy g 1 Tim 3:16

with contentment is g 1 Tim 6:6

But in a g house 2 Tim 2:20

appearing of our g Titus 2:13

See how g a forest James 3:5

g men, the rich men Rev 6:15

Babylon the G Rev 17:5

Then I saw a g white Rev 20:11

the dead, small and g Rev 20:12

GREATER

the throne will I be g Gen 41:40

g than all the gods Ex 18:11

whose appearance was g Dan 7:20

latter temple shall be g Hag 2:9

kingdom of heaven is g Matt 11:11

place there is One g Matt 12:6

g than Jonah is here Matt 12:41

g than Solomon is here Matt 12:42

g things than these John 1:50

g than our father John 4:12

a servant is not g John 13:16

g than he who sent him John 13:16

g works than these John 14:12

G love has no one John 15:13

‘A servant is not g John 15:20

parts have g modesty 1 Cor 12:23

he who prophesies is g 1 Cor 14:5

swear by no one g Heb 6:13

condemns us, God is g 1 John 3:20

witness of God is g 1 John 5:9

GREATEST

little child is the g Matt 18:4

be considered the g Luke 22:24

but the g of these is 1 Cor 13:13

GREATNESS

And in the g of Your Ex 15:7

According to the g Ps 79:11

g is unsearchable Ps 145:3

I will declare Your g Ps 145:6

I have attained g Eccl 1:16

traveling in the g Is 63:1

is the exceeding g Eph 1:19

GREECE

Paul preaches in, Acts 17:16–31

Daniel’s vision of, Dan 8:21

GREED

part is full of g Luke 11:39

GREEDINESS

all uncleanness with g Eph 4:19

the faith in their g 1 Tim 6:10

GREEDY

of everyone who is g Prov 1:19

not violent, not g 1 Tim 3:3

not violent, not g Titus 1:7

GREEK

written in Hebrew, G John 19:20

and also for the G Rom 1:16

with me, being a G Gal 2:3

is neither Jew nor G Gal 3:28

GREEKS

Natives of Greece, Joel 3:6; Acts 16:1

Spiritual state of, Rom 10:12

Some believe, Acts 14:1

GREEN

lie down in g pastures Ps 23:2

GREET

g your brethren only Matt 5:47

G one another with a 1 Cor 16:20

into your house nor g 2 John 10

G the friends by name 3 John 14

GREETED

and g Elizabeth Luke 1:40

GREW

And the Child g Luke 2:40

But the word of God g Acts 12:24

the word of the Lord g Acts 19:20

GRIEF

burden and his own g 2 Chr 6:29

g were fully weighed Job 6:2

Though I speak, my g Job 16:6

observe trouble and g Ps 10:14

of mirth may be g Prov 14:13

much wisdom is much g Eccl 1:18

and acquainted with g Is 53:3

joy and not with g Heb 13:17

GRIEVE

g the children of men Lam 3:33

g the Holy Spirit Eph 4:30

GRIEVED

earth, and He was g Gen 6:6

Has not my soul g Job 30:25

forty years I was g Ps 95:10

a woman forsaken and g Is 54:6

g His Holy Spirit Is 63:10

with anger, being g Mark 3:5

Peter was g because John 21:17

GRINDING

the sound of g is low Eccl 12:4

g the faces of the Is 3:15

Two women will be g Matt 24:41

GROAN

The dying g in the Job 24:12

even we ourselves g Rom 8:23

who are in this tent g 2 Cor 5:4

GROANING

So God heard their g Ex 2:24

I am weary with my g Ps 6:6

Then Jesus, again g John 11:38

GROANINGS

g which cannot Rom 8:26

GROPE

And you shall g Deut 28:29

They g in the dark Job 12:25

We g for the wall like Is 59:10

hope that they might g Acts 17:27

GROUND

“Cursed is the g Gen 3:17

you stand is holy g Ex 3:5

up your fallow g Jer 4:3

give its fruit, the g Zech 8:12

others fell on good g Matt 13:8

bought a piece of g Luke 14:18

God, the pillar and g 1 Tim 3:15

GROUNDED

being rooted and g Eph 3:17

GROW

they will all g Ps 102:26

the horn of David g Ps 132:17

the earth will g Is 51:6

you shall go out and g Mal 4:2

truth in love, may g Eph 4:15

and they will all g Heb 1:11

but g in the grace and 2 Pet 3:18

GRUDGINGLY

in his heart, not g 2 Cor 9:7

GRUMBLERS

These are g Jude 16

GUARANTEE

in our hearts as a g 2 Cor 1:22

us the Spirit as a g 2 Cor 5:5

who is the g of our Eph 1:14

GUARD

g the way to the tree Gen 3:24

will be your rear g Is 52:12

g the doors of your Mic 7:5

we were kept under g Gal 3:23

G what was committed 1 Tim 6:20

GUARDIANS

but is under g and Gal 4:2

GUARDS

Unless the LORD g Ps 127:1

And the g shook for Matt 28:4

GUIDANCE

and excellent in g Is 28:29

GUIDE

He will be our g Ps 48:14

Father, You are the g Jer 3:4

g our feet into the Luke 1:79

has come, He will g John 16:13

Judas, who became a g Acts 1:16

you yourself are a g Rom 2:19

GUIDES

to you, blind g Matt 23:16

unless someone g Acts 8:31

GUILT

they accept their g Lev 26:41

g has grown up to the Ezra 9:6

of your fathers’ g Matt 23:32

GUILTLESS

g who takes His name Ex 20:7

have condemned the g Matt 12:7

GUILTY

“We are truly g Gen 42:21

we have been very g Ezra 9:7

the world may become g Rom 3:19

in one point, he is g James 2:10

GULF

you there is a great g Luke 16:26

HABAKKUK

Prophet in Judah just prior to Babylonian invasion, Hab 1:1

Prayer of, in praise of God, Hab 3:1–19

HABITATION

to Your holy h Ex 15:13

your rightful h Job 8:6

Is God in His holy h Ps 68:5

their h be desolate Ps 69:25

the Most High, your h Ps 91:9

go to a city for h Ps 107:7

establish a city for h Ps 107:36

but He blesses the h Prov 3:33

in a peaceful h Is 32:18

Jerusalem, a quiet h Is 33:20

from His holy h Zech 2:13

‘Let his h be Acts 1:20

be clothed with our h 2 Cor 5:2

HADASSAH

Esther’s Jewish name, Esth 2:7

HADES

be brought down to H Matt 11:23

H shall not Matt 16:18

being in torments in H Luke 16:23

not leave my soul in H Acts 2:27

I have the keys of H Rev 1:18

H were cast into the Rev 20:14

HAGAR

Sarah’s servant; bears Ishmael to Abraham, Gen 16

Abraham sends her away; God comforts her, Gen 21:9–21

Paul explains symbolic meaning of, Gal 4:22–31

HAGGAI

Postexilic prophet; contemporary of Zechariah, Ezra 5:1, 2; 6:14; Hag 1:1

HAGGITH

One of David’s wives, 2 Sam 3:4

Mother of Adonijah, 1 Kin 1:5

HAIL

cause very heavy h Ex 9:18

seen the treasury of h Job 38:22

He casts out His h Ps 147:17

h will sweep away the Is 28:17

of the plague of the h Rev 16:21

HAILSTONES

clouds passed with h Ps 18:12

HAIR

bring down my gray h Gen 42:38

the h on my body stood Job 4:15

Your h is like a flock Song 4:1

you cannot make one h Matt 5:36

But not a h of your Luke 21:18

if a woman has long h 1 Cor 11:15

not with braided h 1 Tim 2:9

h like women’s h Rev 9:8

HAIRS

are more than the h Ps 40:12

h I will carry you Is 46:4

yes, gray h are here Hos 7:9

But the very h Matt 10:30

HAIRY

h garment all over Gen 25:25

him, “A h man 2 Kin 1:8

HAKKOZ

Descendant of Aaron, 1 Chr 24:1, 10

Called Koz, Ezra 2:61, 62

Descendants of, kept from priesthood, Neh 7:63, 64

HALLOW

hosts, Him you shall h Is 8:13

h the Holy One of Is 29:23

h the Sabbath day Jer 17:24

HALLOWED

the Sabbath day and h Ex 20:11

but I will be h Lev 22:32

who is holy shall be h Is 5:16

heaven, h be Your name Matt 6:9

HAM

Noah’s youngest son, Gen 5:32

Enters ark, Gen 7:7

His immoral behavior merits Noah’s curse, Gen 9:22–25

Father of descendants of repopulated earth, Gen 10:6–20

HAMAN

Plots to destroy Jews, Esth 3:3–15

Invited to Esther’s banquet, Esth 5:1–14

Forced to honor Mordecai, Esth 6:5–14

Hanged on his own gallows, Esth 7:1–10

HAMATH

Israel’s northern boundary, Num 34:8; 1 Kin 8:65; Ezek 47:16–20

Conquered, 2 Kin 18:34; Jer 49:23

Israelites exiled there, Is 11:11

HAMMER

h that breaks the rock Jer 23:29

How the h of the whole Jer 50:23

HAMOR

Sells land to Jacob, Gen 33:18–20; Acts 7:16

Killed by Jacob’s sons, Gen 34:1–31

HANANI

Father of Jehu the prophet, 1 Kin 16:1, 7

Rebukes Asa; confined to prison, 2 Chr 16:7–10

— Nehemiah’s brother; brings news concerning the Jews, Neh 1:2

Becomes a governor of Jerusalem, Neh 7:2

HANANIAH

False prophet who contradicts Jeremiah, Jer 28:1–17

— Hebrew name of Shadrach, Dan 1:6, 7, 11

HAND

h shall be against Gen 16:12

tooth for tooth, h Ex 21:24

lay your h on him Num 27:18

the h of God was 1 Sam 5:11

and strengthened his h 1 Sam 23:16

Uzzah put out his h 2 Sam 6:6

let us fall into the h 2 Sam 24:14

Then, by the good h Ezra 8:18

He would loose His h Job 6:9

he stretches out his h Job 15:25

that your own right h Job 40:14

h has held me up Ps 18:35

My times are in Your h Ps 31:15

and night Your h Ps 32:4

Your right h is full Ps 48:10

Let Your h be upon the Ps 80:17

h shall be established Ps 89:21

“Sit at My right h Ps 110:1

And laid Your h upon me Ps 139:5

days is in her right h Prov 3:16

heart is in the h Prov 21:1

Whatever your h Eccl 9:10

is at his right h Eccl 10:2

do not withhold your h Eccl 11:6

His left h is under my Song 8:3

My h has laid the Is 48:13

Behold, the LORD’s h Is 59:1

are the work of Your h Is 64:8

Am I a God near at h Jer 23:23

of heaven is at h Matt 3:2

if your right h Matt 5:30

do not let your left h Matt 6:3

lay Your h on her Matt 9:18

h causes you to sin Mark 9:43

sitting at the right h Mark 14:62

delivered from the h Luke 1:74

at the right h of God Acts 7:55

is even at the right h Rom 8:34

with my own h 1 Cor 16:21

to you with my own h Gal 6:11

The Lord is at h Phil 4:5

“Sit at My right h Heb 1:13

down at the right h Heb 10:12

stars in His right h Rev 2:1

HANDIWORK

firmament shows His h Ps 19:1

HANDLE

h the law did not know Jer 2:8

H Me and see Luke 24:39

do not taste, do not h Col 2:21

HANDLED

and our hands have h 1 John 1:1

HANDS

the h are the h Gen 27:22

Aaron and Hur supported his h Ex 17:12

here we are, in your h Josh 9:25

took his life in his h 1 Sam 19:5

put my life in my h 1 Sam 28:21

but His h make whole Job 5:18

and cleanse my h Job 9:30

h have made me and Job 10:8

They pierced My h Ps 22:16

h formed the dry land Ps 95:5

trains my h for war Ps 144:1

stretches out her h Prov 31:19

say, ‘He has no h Is 45:9

than having two h Matt 18:8

Behold My h and My Luke 24:39

only, but also my h John 13:9

h the print of the John 20:25

know that these h Acts 20:34

his h what is good Eph 4:28

lifting up holy h 1 Tim 2:8

the laying on of the h 1 Tim 4:14

to fall into the h Heb 10:31

HANDWRITING

having wiped out the h Col 2:14

HANGED

for he who is h Deut 21:23

went and h himself Matt 27:5

HANGS

h the earth on nothing Job 26:7

is everyone who h Gal 3:13

HANNAH

Barren wife of Elkanah; prays for a son, 1 Sam 1:1–18

Bears Samuel and dedicates him to the Lord, 1 Sam 1:19–28

Magnifies God, 1 Sam 2:1–10

HANUN

King of Ammon; disgraces David’s ambassadors and is defeated by him, 2 Sam 10:1–14

HAPPEN

show us what will h Is 41:22

understand what will h Dan 10:14

not know what will h James 4:14

HAPPINESS

one year, and bring h Deut 24:5

HAPPY

H is the man who has Ps 127:5

H are the people who Ps 144:15

H is the man who finds Prov 3:13

mercy on the poor, h Prov 14:21

trusts in the LORD, h Prov 16:20

h is he who keeps Prov 29:18

H is he who does not Rom 14:22

HARAN

Abraham’s younger brother, Gen 11:26–31

City of Mesopotamia, Gen 11:31

Abraham leaves, Gen 12:4, 5

Jacob dwells at, Gen 29:4–35

HARASS

and Judah shall not h Is 11:13

h some from the church Acts 12:1

HARD

Is anything too h Gen 18:14

His heart is as h Job 41:24

shown Your people h Ps 60:3

I knew you to be a h Matt 25:24

“This is a h saying John 6:60

are some things h 2 Pet 3:16

HARDEN

But I will h his heart Ex 4:21

Do not h your hearts Ps 95:8

h your hearts as Heb 3:8

HARDENED

But Pharaoh h his Ex 8:32

Who has h himself Job 9:4

their heart was h Mark 6:52

eyes and h their hearts John 12:40

lest any of you be h Heb 3:13

HARDENS

A wicked man h his Prov 21:29

h his heart will fall Prov 28:14

whom He wills He h Rom 9:18

HARDSHIP

h that has befallen us Num 20:14

h as a good soldier 2 Tim 2:3

HARLOT

of a h named Rahab Josh 2:1

h is a deep pit Prov 23:27

h is one body with 1 Cor 6:16

h Rahab did not perish Heb 11:31

of the great h who Rev 17:1

HARLOTRIES

the land with your h Jer 3:2

Let her put away her h Hos 2:2

HARLOTRY

through her casual h Jer 3:9

the lewdness of your h Jer 13:27

let them put their h Ezek 43:9

are the children of h Hos 2:4

Ephraim, you commit h Hos 5:3

for the spirit of h Hos 5:4

HARLOTS

his blood while the h 1 Kin 22:38

h enter the Matt 21:31

Great, The Mother of H Rev 17:5

HARM

do My prophets no h 1 Chr 16:22

and I will not h Jer 25:6

and do not h the oil Rev 6:6

HARMLESS

become blameless and h Phil 2:15

for us, who is holy, h Heb 7:26

HARMONIOUS

the harp, with h sound Ps 92:3

HARP

those who play the h Gen 4:21

with the lute and h Ps 150:3

Lamb, each having a h Rev 5:8

HARPS

We hung our h upon the Ps 137:2

playing their h Rev 14:2

HARSH

“Your words have been h Mal 3:13

but also to the h 1 Pet 2:18

HARVEST

seedtime and h Gen 8:22

to the joy of h Is 9:3

shall eat up your h Jer 5:17

“The h is past Jer 8:20

of her h will come Jer 51:33

h truly is plentiful Matt 9:37

pray the Lord of the h Matt 9:38

sickle, because the h Mark 4:29

already white for h John 4:35

the h of the earth is Rev 14:15

HASTE

you shall eat it in h Ex 12:11

For I said in my h Ps 31:22

And they came with h Luke 2:16

“Zacchaeus, make h Luke 19:5

HASTEN

be multiplied who h Ps 16:4

Do not h in your Eccl 7:9

I, the LORD, will h Is 60:22

HASTENING

h the coming of the 2 Pet 3:12

HASTENS

and he sins who h Prov 19:2

with an evil eye h Prov 28:22

is near and h quickly Zeph 1:14

HASTILY

utter anything h Eccl 5:2

lay hands on anyone h 1 Tim 5:22

HASTY

Do you see a man h Prov 29:20

HATE

‘You shall not h Lev 19:17

h all workers of Ps 5:5

h the righteous shall Ps 34:21

love the LORD, h evil Ps 97:10

h every false way Ps 119:104

h the double-minded Ps 119:113

I h and abhor lying Ps 119:163

love, and a time to h Eccl 3:8

h robbery for burnt Is 61:8

You who h good and Mic 3:2

either he will h Matt 6:24

HATED

Therefore I h life Eccl 2:17

h all my labor in Eccl 2:18

but Esau I have h Mal 1:3

And you will be h Matt 10:22

have seen and also h John 15:24

but Esau I have h Rom 9:13

For no one ever h Eph 5:29

and h lawlessness Heb 1:9

HATEFUL

h woman when she is Prov 30:23

in malice and envy, h Titus 3:3

HATERS

The h of the LORD Ps 81:15

backbiters, h of God Rom 1:30

HATES

six things the LORD h Prov 6:16

lose it, and he who h John 12:25

“If the world h John 15:18

h his brother is 1 John 2:11

HAUGHTY

Your eyes are on the h 2 Sam 22:28

bring down h looks Ps 18:27

my heart is not h Ps 131:1

h spirit before a fall Prov 16:18

A proud and h man Prov 21:24

Do not be h Rom 11:20

age not to be h 1 Tim 6:17

HAUNTS

are full of the h Ps 74:20

HAVEN

shall dwell by the h Gen 49:13

to their desired h Ps 107:30

HAVOC

for Saul, he made h Acts 8:3

HAZAEL

Anointed king of Syria by Elijah, 1 Kin 19:15–17

Elisha predicts his taking the throne, 2 Kin 8:7–15

Oppresses Israel, 2 Kin 8:28, 29; 10:32, 33; 12:17, 18; 13:3–7, 22

HAZEROTH

Scene of sedition of Miriam and Aaron, Num 11:35–12:16

HAZOR

Royal Canaanite city destroyed by Joshua, Josh 11:1–13

Rebuilt and assigned to Naphtali, Josh 19:32, 36

Army of, defeated by Deborah and Barak, Judg 4:1–24

HEAD

He shall bruise your h Gen 3:15

my skin, and laid my h Job 16:15

return upon his own h Ps 7:16

h is covered with dew Song 5:2

The whole h is sick Is 1:5

it to bow down his h Is 58:5

could lift up his h Zech 1:21

you swear by your h Matt 5:36

having his h covered 1 Cor 11:4

and gave Him to be h Eph 1:22

For the husband is h Eph 5:23

His h and his hair Rev 1:14

HEADS

men to ride over our h Ps 66:12

Him, wagging their h Matt 27:39

dragon having seven h Rev 12:3

HEAL

I wound and I h Deut 32:39

O LORD, h me Ps 6:2

sent Me to h the Is 61:1

h your backslidings Jer 3:22

who can h you Lam 2:13

torn, but He will h Hos 6:1

H the sick Matt 10:8

so that I should h Matt 13:15

sent Me to h the Luke 4:18

Physician, h yourself Luke 4:23

HEALED

His word and h them Ps 107:20

And return and be h Is 6:10

His stripes we are h Is 53:5

h the hurt of My Jer 6:14

When I would have h Hos 7:1

and He h them Matt 4:24

he had faith to be h Acts 14:9

that you may be h James 5:16

his deadly wound was h Rev 13:3

HEALING

h shall spring forth Is 58:8

so that there is no h Jer 14:19

Your injury has no h Nah 3:19

shall arise with h Mal 4:2

and h all kinds of Matt 4:23

tree were for the h Rev 22:2

HEALINGS

to another gifts of h 1 Cor 12:9

Do all have gifts of h 1 Cor 12:30

HEALS

h all your diseases Ps 103:3

h the stroke of their Is 30:26

Jesus the Christ h Acts 9:34

HEALTH

to the soul and h Prov 16:24

and for a time of h Jer 8:15

no recovery for the h Jer 8:22

all things and be in h 3 John 2 

HEAP

I could h up words Job 16:4

sea together as a h Ps 33:7

ears, they will h 2 Tim 4:3

HEAPS





Though he h up silver Job 27:16

HEAR

“H, O Israel Deut 6:4

Him you shall h Deut 18:15

H me when I call Ps 4:1

O You who h prayer Ps 65:2

h what God the LORD Ps 85:8

ear, shall He not h Ps 94:9

h the words of the Prov 22:17

h rather than to give Eccl 5:1

H, O heavens Is 1:2

H, you who are afar Is 33:13

Let the earth h Is 34:1

I spoke, you did not h Is 65:12

‘Hearing you will h Matt 13:14

if he will not h Matt 18:16

“Take heed what you h Mark 4:24

ears, do you not h Mark 8:18

h the sound of it John 3:8

that God does not h John 9:31

And how shall they h Rom 10:14

man be swift to h James 1:19

h what the Spirit says Rev 2:7

HEARD

h the sound of the Gen 3:8

h their cry because of Ex 3:7

you only h a voice Deut 4:12

certainly God has h Ps 66:19

quietly, should be h Eccl 9:17

Have you not h Is 40:21

world men have not h Is 64:4

Who has h such a thing Is 66:8

h Ephraim bemoaning Jer 31:18

that they will be h Matt 6:7

h the word believed Acts 4:4

I say, have they not h Rom 10:18

not seen, nor ear h 1 Cor 2:9

h inexpressible 2 Cor 12:4

things that you have h 2 Tim 2:2

the things we have h Heb 2:1

the word which they h Heb 4:2

from death, and was h Heb 5:7

which we have h 1 John 1:1

Lord’s Day, and I h Rev 1:10

HEARER

if anyone is a h James 1:23

is not a forgetful h James 1:25

HEARERS

for not the h of the Rom 2:13

impart grace to the h Eph 4:29

of the word, and not h James 1:22

HEARING

and read in the h Ex 24:7

Book of Moses in the h Neh 13:1

Do not speak in the h Prov 23:9

‘Keep on h Is 6:9

h they do not Matt 13:13

h they may hear Mark 4:12

If the whole were h 1 Cor 12:17

or by the h of faith Gal 3:2

have become dull of h Heb 5:11

HEARS

for Your servant h 1 Sam 3:9

out, and the LORD h Ps 34:17

He who h you h Me Luke 10:16

of God h God’s words John 8:47

And if anyone h John 12:47

who is of the truth h John 18:37

He who knows God h 1 John 4:6

And let him who h Rev 22:17

HEART

h was only evil Gen 6:5

for you know the h Ex 23:9

not let your h faint Deut 20:3

great searchings of h Judg 5:16

h rejoices in the LORD 1 Sam 2:1

God gave him another h 1 Sam 10:9

LORD looks at the h 1 Sam 16:7

his wives turned his h 1 Kin 11:4

prepared his h to seek Ezra 7:10

He pierces my h Job 16:13

How my h yearns within Job 19:27

For God made my h Job 23:16

My h is in turmoil and Job 30:27

My h also instructs me Ps 16:7

your h live forever Ps 22:26

h is overflowing Ps 45:1

My h is steadfast Ps 57:7

Thus my h was grieved Ps 73:21

my h and my flesh cry Ps 84:2

h shall depart from me Ps 101:4

look and a proud h Ps 101:5

with my whole h Ps 111:1

h is not haughty Ps 131:1

h makes a cheerful Prov 15:13

The king’s h is in the Prov 21:1

as he thinks in his h Prov 23:7

with a wicked h Prov 26:23

h reveals the man Prov 27:19

trusts in his own h Prov 28:26

The h of the wise is Eccl 7:4

and a wise man’s h Eccl 8:5

h yearned for him Song 5:4

and the whole h Is 1:5

h shall resound Is 16:11

the yearning of Your h Is 63:15

the mind and the h Jer 11:20

h is deceitful above Jer 17:9

I will give them a h Jer 24:7

therefore My h yearns Jer 31:20

and take the stony h Ezek 11:19

get yourselves a new h Ezek 18:31

uncircumcised in h Ezek 44:7

are the pure in h Matt 5:8

is, there your h Matt 6:21

of the h proceed evil Matt 15:19

pondered them in her h Luke 2:19

h will flow rivers John 7:38

“Let not your h John 14:1

believed were of one h Acts 4:32

Satan filled your h Acts 5:3

h is not right in the Acts 8:21

h that God has raised Rom 10:9

in sincerity of h Eph 6:5

refresh my h in the Philem 20

and shuts up his h 1 John 3:17

if our h condemns us 1 John 3:20

HEARTILY

you do, do it h Col 3:23

HEARTS

God tests the h Ps 7:9

who seek God, your h Ps 69:32

let the h of those Ps 105:3

And he will turn the h Mal 4:6

h failing them from Luke 21:26

purifying their h Acts 15:9

will guard your h Phil 4:7

of God rule in your h Col 3:15

HEATHEN

repetitions as the h Matt 6:7

him be to you like a h Matt 18:17

HEAVEN

called the firmament H Gen 1:8

precious things of h Deut 33:13

LORD looks down from h Ps 14:2

word is settled in h Ps 119:89

For God is in h Eccl 5:2

“H is My throne Is 66:1

“If h above can be Jer 31:37

and the birds of the h Dan 2:38

come to know that H Dan 4:26

for the kingdom of h Matt 3:2

your Father in h Matt 5:16

on earth as it is in h Matt 6:10

H and earth will Matt 24:35

from Him a sign from h Mark 8:11

have sinned against h Luke 15:18

you shall see h John 1:51

one has ascended to h John 3:13

the true bread from h John 6:32

a voice came from h John 12:28

sheet, let down from h Acts 11:5

the whole family in h Eph 3:15

laid up for you in h Col 1:5

and the h gave rain James 5:18

there was silence in h Rev 8:1

sign appeared in h Rev 12:1

Now I saw a new h Rev 21:1

HEAVENLY

your h Father will Matt 6:14

h host praising God Luke 2:13

if I tell you h things John 3:12

are those who are h 1 Cor 15:48

blessing in the h Eph 1:3

and have tasted the h Heb 6:4

h things themselves Heb 9:23

a better, that is, a h Heb 11:16

the living God, the h Heb 12:22

HEAVENS

I will make your h Lev 26:19

and the highest h Deut 10:14

h cannot contain 1 Kin 8:27

the LORD made the h 1 Chr 16:26

Till the h are no more Job 14:12

in the h shall laugh Ps 2:4

h declare the glory Ps 19:1

Let the h declare His Ps 50:6

h can be compared Ps 89:6

The h are Yours Ps 89:11

For as the h are high Ps 103:11

When He prepared the h Prov 8:27

h are higher than the Is 55:9

behold, I create new h Is 65:17

and behold, the h Matt 3:16

h will be shaken Matt 24:29

h are the work of Your Heb 1:10

h will pass away 2 Pet 3:10

HEAVINESS

and I am full of h Ps 69:20

My soul melts from h Ps 119:28

HEAVY

the bondage was h Neh 5:18

HEBREW

Term applied to:

Abram, Gen 14:13

Israelites, 1 Sam 4:6, 9

Jews, Acts 6:1

Paul, Phil 3:5

HEBRON

Abram, Isaac, and Jacob dwell there, Gen 13:18; 23:2–20; 35:27

Visited by spies, Num 13:21, 22

Defeated by Joshua, Josh 10:1–37

Caleb’s inheritance, Josh 14:12–15

David’s original capital; sons born there, 2 Sam 2:1–3, 11; 3:2–5

Site of Absalom’s rebellion, 2 Sam 15:7–10

HEDGE

behold, I will h Hos 2:6

sharper than a thorn h Mic 7:4

a vineyard and set a h Mark 12:1

HEDGED

and whom God has h Job 3:23

You have h me behind Ps 139:5

He has h me in so that Lam 3:7

HEED

By taking h according Ps 119:9

if you h Me Jer 17:24

and let us not give h Jer 18:18

nor give h to fables 1 Tim 1:4

the more earnest h Heb 2:1

HEEDS

h counsel is wise Prov 12:15

HEEL

you shall bruise His h Gen 3:15

took hold of Esau’s h Gen 25:26

has lifted up his h Ps 41:9

Me has lifted up his h John 13:18

HEIGHT

“Is not God in the h Job 22:12

looked down from the h Ps 102:19

nor h nor depth Rom 8:39

length and depth and h Eph 3:18

HEIR

Has he no h Jer 49:1

Now I say that the h Gal 4:1

if a son, then an h Gal 4:7

He has appointed h Heb 1:2

the world and became h Heb 11:7

HEIRS

if children, then h Rom 8:17

of God and joint h Rom 8:17

should be fellow h Eph 3:6

be rich in faith and h James 2:5

vessel, and as being h 1 Pet 3:7

HELL

shall be turned into h Ps 9:17

go down alive into h Ps 55:15

house is the way to h Prov 7:27

his soul from h Prov 23:14

H and Destruction are Prov 27:20

“H from beneath is Is 14:9

be in danger of h fire Matt 5:22

to be cast into h Matt 18:9

the condemnation of h Matt 23:33

power to cast into h Luke 12:5

it is set on fire by h James 3:6

HELLENISTS

Greek-speaking Jews, Acts 6:1

Hostile to Paul, Acts 9:29

Gospel preached to, Acts 11:20

HELMET

a breastplate, and a h Is 59:17

And take the h of Eph 6:17

and love, and as a h 1 Thess 5:8

HELP

the shield of your h Deut 33:29

Is my h not within me Job 6:13

“There is no h Ps 3:2

May He send you h Ps 20:2

He is our h and our Ps 33:20

yet praise Him, the h Ps 42:11

A very present h Ps 46:1

Give us h from trouble Ps 60:11

God, make haste to h Ps 71:12

“I have given h Ps 89:19

the LORD had been my h Ps 94:17

there was none to h Ps 107:12

He is their h and Ps 115:9

Our h is in the name Ps 124:8

let no one h him Prov 28:17

h my unbelief Mark 9:24

tell her to h me Luke 10:40

and find grace to h Heb 4:16

HELPED

far the LORD has h 1 Sam 7:12

fall, but the LORD h Ps 118:13

of salvation I have h Is 49:8

h His servant Israel Luke 1:54

HELPER

I will make him a h Gen 2:18

Behold, God is my h Ps 54:4

give you another H John 14:16

“But when the H John 15:26

she has been a h Rom 16:2

“The LORD is my h Heb 13:6

HELPFUL

all things are not h 1 Cor 6:12

HELPS

the Spirit also h Rom 8:26

gifts of healings, h 1 Cor 12:28

HEM

and touched the h Matt 9:20

might only touch the h Matt 14:36

HEMAN

Composer of a Psalm, Ps 88

HERE

Then I said, “H am I Is 6:8

HERESIES

dissensions, h Gal 5:20

in destructive h 2 Pet 2:1

HERITAGE

give it to you as a h Ex 6:8

have given me the h Ps 61:5

for that is his h Eccl 3:22

for it is his h Eccl 5:18

This is the h of the Is 54:17

of My people, My h Joel 3:2

The flock of Your h Mic 7:14

HERMES

Paul acclaimed as, Acts 14:12

HERMON

Highest mountain (9,166 ft.) in Syria; also called Sirion, Shenir, Deut 3:8, 9

HEROD

— Herod the Great, procurator of Judea (37–4 B.C.), Luke 1:5

Inquires about Jesus’ birth, Matt 2:3–8

Slays infants of Bethlehem, Matt 2:12–18

— Herod Antipas, the tetrarch, ruler of Galilee and Perea (4 B.C.-A.D. 39), Luke 3:1

Imprisons John the Baptist, Luke 3:18–21

Has John the Baptist beheaded, Matt 14:1–12

Disturbed about Jesus, Luke 9:7–9

Jesus sent to him, Luke 23:7–11

— Herod Agrippa I (A.D. 37–44), Acts 12:1, 19

Kills James, Acts 12:1, 2

Imprisons Peter, Acts 12:3–11, 19

Slain by an angel, Acts 12:20–23

— Herod Agrippa II (A.D. 53–70); called Agrippa and King Agrippa, Acts 25:22–24, 26

Festus tells him about Paul, Acts 25:13–27

Paul makes a defense before, Acts 26:1–32

HERODIANS

Join Pharisees against Jesus, Mark 3:6

Seek to trap Jesus, Matt 22:15–22

Jesus warns against, Mark 8:15

HERODIAS

Granddaughter of Herod the Great; plots John’s death, Matt 14:3–12

Married her uncle, Mark 6:17, 18

HESHBON

Ancient Moabite city; taken by Moses, Num 21:23–34

Assigned to Reubenites, Num 32:1–37

Prophecies concerning, Is 15:1–4; 16:8–14; Jer 48:2, 34, 35

HETH

Son of Canaan, Gen 10:15

Abraham buys field from sons of, Gen 23:3–20

Esau marries daughters of, Gen 27:46

HEWN

in a tomb that was h Luke 23:53

HEZEKIAH

Righteous king of Judah; reforms temple and worship, 2 Chr 29–31

Wars with Assyria; prayer for deliverance is answered, 2 Kin 18:7–19:37

His sickness and recovery; thanksgiving, 2 Kin 20:1–11; Is 38:9–22

Boasts to Babylonian ambassadors, 2 Kin 20:12–19

Death, 2 Kin 20:20, 21

HID

and I h myself Gen 3:10

HIDDEKEL

Hebrew name of the river Tigris, Gen 2:14; Dan 10:4

HIDDEN

and the LORD has h 2 Kin 4:27

It is h from the eyes Job 28:21

h Your righteousness Ps 40:10

and my sins are not h Ps 69:5

Your word I have h Ps 119:11

h riches of secret Is 45:3

there His power was h Hab 3:4

h that will not Matt 10:26

the h wisdom which God 1 Cor 2:7

bring to light the h 1 Cor 4:5

have renounced the h 2 Cor 4:2

rather let it be the h 1 Pet 3:4

give some of the h Rev 2:17

HIDE

H me under the shadow Ps 17:8

You shall h them in Ps 31:20

O God, and do not h Ps 55:1

You h Your face Ps 104:29

darkness shall not h Ps 139:12

You are God, who h Is 45:15

h yourself from your Is 58:7

“Fall on us and h Rev 6:16

HIDES

He h His face Ps 10:11

HIDING

You are my h place Ps 32:7

A man will be as a h Is 32:2

HIEL

Native of Bethel; rebuilds Jericho, 1 Kin 16:34

Fulfills Joshua’s curse, Josh 6:26

HIGH

priest of God Most H Gen 14:18

For the LORD Most H Ps 47:2

h is Your right Ps 89:13

are on h forevermore Ps 92:8

the LORD is on h Ps 138:6

“I dwell in the h Is 57:15

know that the Most H Dan 4:17

whose habitation is h Obad 3 

up on a h mountain by Matt 17:1

your mind on h things Rom 12:16

h thing that exalts 2 Cor 10:5

and faithful H Priest Heb 2:17

HIGHER

They are h than heaven Job 11:8

you, ‘Friend, go up h Luke 14:10

h than the heavens Heb 7:26

HIGHWAY

of the upright is a h Prov 15:19

in the desert a h Is 40:3

up, build up the h Is 62:10

HIGHWAYS

h shall be elevated Is 49:11

go into the h Matt 22:9

HILKIAH

Shallum’s son, 1 Chr 6:13

High priest in Josiah’s reign, 2 Chr 34:9–22

Oversees temple work, 2 Kin 22:4–7

Finds the Book of the Law, 2 Kin 22:8–14

Aids in reformation, 2 Kin 23:4

HILL

My King on My holy h Ps 2:6

h cannot be hidden Matt 5:14

and h brought low Luke 3:5

to the brow of the h Luke 4:29

HILLS

of the everlasting h Gen 49:26

possess is a land of h Deut 11:11

of the h are His also Ps 95:4

up my eyes to the h Ps 121:1

settled, before the h Prov 8:25

HINDER

takes away, who can h Job 9:12

all things lest we h 1 Cor 9:12

HINDERED

come to you (but was h Rom 1:13

Who h you from obeying Gal 5:7

prayers may not be h 1 Pet 3:7

HINNOM, VALLEY OF THE SON OF

See TOPHET

Place near Jerusalem used for human sacrifice, 2 Kin 23:10; 2 Chr 28:3; Jer 7:31, 32; 19:1–15

HIP

socket of Jacob’s h Gen 32:25

HIRAM

King of Tyre; provided for David’s palace and Solomon’s temple, 2 Sam 5:11; 1 Kin 5:1–12; 9:10–14, 26–28; 10:11; 1 Chr 14:1

HIRE

h laborers for his Matt 20:1

HIRED

h man who eagerly Job 7:2

h servants have bread Luke 15:17

HIRELING

The h flees because John 10:13

HITTITES

One of seven Canaanite nations, Deut 7:1

Israelites intermarry with, Judg 3:5, 6; 1 Kin 11:1; Ezra 9:1, 2

HIVITES

One of seven Canaanite nations, Deut 7:1

Esau intermarries with, Gen 36:2

Gibeonites belong to, Josh 9:3, 7

HOLD

h my eyelids open Ps 77:4

right hand shall h Ps 139:10

LORD your God, will h Is 41:13

I cannot h my peace Jer 4:19

h fast that word 1 Cor 15:2

h fast our confession Heb 4:14

h fast and repent Rev 3:3

HOLES

“Foxes have h Matt 8:20

HOLIER

near me, for I am h Is 65:5

HOLIEST

the way into the H Heb 9:8

to enter the H by the Heb 10:19

HOLINESS

You, glorious in h Ex 15:11

has spoken in His h Ps 60:6

I have sworn by My h Ps 89:35

h adorns Your house Ps 93:5

the Highway of H Is 35:8

to the Spirit of h Rom 1:4

spirit, perfecting h 2 Cor 7:1

uncleanness, but in h 1 Thess 4:7

be partakers of His h Heb 12:10

HOLY

where you stand is h Ex 3:5

priests and a h nation Ex 19:6

day, to keep it h Ex 20:8

distinguish between h Lev 10:10

the LORD your God am h Lev 19:2

“No one is h 1 Sam 2:2

to the Most H Place 1 Kin 8:6

h seed is mixed Ezra 9:2

h ones will you turn Job 5:1

God sits on His h Ps 47:8

God, in His h mountain Ps 48:1

my life, for I am h Ps 86:2

“H, h, h is the LORD Is 6:3

child of the H Spirit Matt 1:18

baptize you with the H Mark 1:8

who speak, but the H Mark 13:11

H Spirit will come Luke 1:35

H Spirit descended Luke 3:22

Father give the H Luke 11:13

H Spirit will teach Luke 12:12

H Spirit was not John 7:39

H Spirit has come Acts 1:8

all filled with the H Acts 2:4

apostles’ hands the H Acts 8:18

to speak, the H Spirit Acts 11:15

good to the H Spirit Acts 15:28

receive the H Spirit Acts 19:2

if the firstfruit is h Rom 11:16

peace and joy in the H Rom 14:17

one another with a h Rom 16:16

H Spirit teaches 1 Cor 2:13

that we should be h Eph 1:4

were sealed with the H Eph 1:13

partakers of the H Heb 6:4

Most H Place once for all Heb 9:12

has not entered the h Heb 9:24

H Spirit sent from 1 Pet 1:12

He who called you is h 1 Pet 1:15

it is written, “Be h 1 Pet 1:16

moved by the H Spirit 2 Pet 1:21

anointing from the H 1 John 2:20

says He who is h Rev 3:7

For You alone are h Rev 15:4

is h, let him be h Rev 22:11

HOME

LORD has brought me h Ruth 1:21

sparrow has found a h Ps 84:3

the stork has her h Ps 104:17

to his eternal h Eccl 12:5

said to him, “Go h Mark 5:19

into an everlasting h Luke 16:9

to him and make Our h John 14:23

took her to his own h John 19:27

let him eat at h 1 Cor 11:34

own husbands at h 1 Cor 14:35

that while we are at h 2 Cor 5:6

to show piety at h 1 Tim 5:4

HOMELESS

and beaten, and h 1 Cor 4:11

HOMEMAKERS

be discreet, chaste, h Titus 2:5

HONEST

we are h men Gen 42:11

HONEY

“What is sweeter than h Judg 14:18

and with h from the Ps 81:16

My son, eat h because Prov 24:13

not good to eat much h Prov 25:27

h and milk are under Song 4:11

was locusts and wild h Matt 3:4

HONEYCOMB

than honey and the h Ps 19:10

words are like a h Prov 16:24

fish and some h Luke 24:42

HONOR

H your father and your Ex 20:12

both riches and h 1 Kin 3:13

the king delights to h Esth 6:6

earth, and lay my h Ps 7:5

A man who is in h Ps 49:20

Sing out the h of His Ps 66:2

will deliver him and h Ps 91:15

H and majesty are Ps 96:6

h have all His saints Ps 149:9

H the LORD with your Prov 3:9

before h is humility Prov 15:33

h is not fitting Prov 26:1

spirit will retain h Prov 29:23

Father, where is My h Mal 1:6

is not without h Matt 13:57

‘H your father and your Matt 15:4

h the Son just as they John 5:23

“I do not receive h John 5:41

but I h My Father John 8:49

“If I h Myself John 8:54

him My Father will h John 12:26

make one vessel for h Rom 9:21

to whom fear, h Rom 13:7

we bestow greater h 1 Cor 12:23

sanctification and h 1 Thess 4:4

alone is wise, be h 1 Tim 1:17

worthy of double h 1 Tim 5:17

and clay, some for h 2 Tim 2:20

no man takes this h Heb 5:4

H the king 1 Pet 2:17

from God the Father h 2 Pet 1:17

give glory and h Rev 4:9

HONORABLE

of God, and he is an h 1 Sam 9:6

His work is h and Ps 111:3

It is h for a man to Prov 20:3

traders are the h Is 23:8

holy day of the LORD h Is 58:13

providing h things 2 Cor 8:21

Marriage is h among Heb 13:4

having your conduct h 1 Pet 2:12

HONORABLY

desiring to live h Heb 13:18

HONORS

h those who fear the Ps 15:4

‘This people h Me Mark 7:6

It is My Father who h John 8:54

HOOKS

will lament who cast h Is 19:8

spears into pruning h Mic 4:3

HOPE

I should say I have h Ruth 1:12

are spent without h Job 7:6

so You destroy the h Job 14:19

where then is my h Job 17:15

h He has uprooted Job 19:10

also will rest in h Ps 16:9

heart, all you who h Ps 31:24

My h is in You Ps 39:7

For You are my h Ps 71:5

I h in Your word Ps 119:147

O Israel, h in the Ps 130:7

h will not be cut Prov 23:18

There is more h Prov 26:12

the living there is h Eccl 9:4

O the H of Israel Jer 14:8

good that one should h Lam 3:26

Achor as a door of h Hos 2:15

you prisoners of h Zech 9:12

I have h in God Acts 24:15

to h, in h believed Rom 4:18

and rejoice in h Rom 5:2

h does not disappoint Rom 5:5

were saved in this h Rom 8:24

h that is seen is Rom 8:24

But if we h for what Rom 8:25

And now abide faith, h 1 Cor 13:13

life only we have h 1 Cor 15:19

may know what is the h Eph 1:18

were called in one h Eph 4:4

h which is laid Col 1:5

Christ in you, the h Col 1:27

For what is our h 1 Thess 2:19

others who have no h 1 Thess 4:13

and as a helmet the h 1 Thess 5:8

Jesus Christ, our h 1 Tim 1:1

in h of eternal life Titus 1:2

for the blessed h Titus 2:13

to lay hold of the h Heb 6:18

of a better h Heb 7:19

us again to a living h 1 Pet 1:3

you a reason for the h 1 Pet 3:15

who has this h in Him 1 John 3:3

HOPED

substance of things h Heb 11:1

HOPHNI

Wicked son of Eli, 1 Sam 1:3; 2:12–17, 22–25

Prophecy against, 1 Sam 2:27–36; 3:11–14

Carries ark into battle; killed, 1 Sam 4:1–11

HOR

Mountain of Edom; scene of Aaron’s death, Num 20:22–29; 33:37–39

HOREB

See SINAI

God appears to Moses at, Ex 3:1–22

Water flows from, Ex 17:6

Elijah lodged here 40 days, 1 Kin 19:8, 9

HORITES

Inhabitants of Mt. Seir, Gen 36:20

Defeated by Chedorlaomer, Gen 14:5, 6

Driven out by Esau’s descendants, Gen 36:20–29; Deut 2:12, 22

HORN

my shield and the h Ps 18:2

h will be exalted Ps 112:9

goat had a notable h Dan 8:5

and has raised up a h Luke 1:69

HORRIBLE

h thing has been Jer 5:30

I have seen a h Hos 6:10

HORROR

and behold, h and Gen 15:12

sorrow, the cup of h Ezek 23:33

you will become a h Ezek 27:36

HORSE

The h and its rider He Ex 15:1

Have you given the h Job 39:19

h is a vain hope Ps 33:17

the strength of the h Ps 147:10

h is prepared for the Prov 21:31

and behold, a white h Rev 6:2

and behold, a black h Rev 6:5

and behold, a pale h Rev 6:8

and behold, a white h Rev 19:11

HORSES

seen servants on h Eccl 10:7

h are swifter than Jer 4:13

Do h run on rocks Amos 6:12

we put bits in h James 3:3

HOSANNA

H in the highest Matt 21:9

HOSEA

Son of Beeri, prophet of the northern kingdom, Hos 1:1

HOSHEA

Original name of Joshua, the son of Nun, Deut 32:44; Num 13:8, 16

— Israel’s last king; usurps throne, 2 Kin 15:30

Reigns wickedly; Israel taken to Assyria during reign, 2 Kin 17:1–23

HOSPITABLE

of good behavior, h 1 Tim 3:2

Be h to one another 1 Pet 4:9

HOST

who brings out their h Is 40:26

of the heavenly h Luke 2:13

HOSTILITY

Him who endured such h Heb 12:3

HOSTS

name of the LORD of h 1 Sam 17:45

As the LORD of h lives 1 Kin 18:15

The LORD of h is with Ps 46:7

LORD, all you His h Ps 103:21

praise Him, all His h Ps 148:2

word of the LORD of h Is 39:5

LORD of h is His name Is 47:4

against spiritual h Eph 6:12

HOT

of the LORD was h Judg 2:14

My heart was h within Ps 39:3

are neither cold nor h Rev 3:15

HOUND

My enemies would h Ps 56:2

HOUR

h what you should Matt 10:19

day and h no one knows Matt 24:36

Man is coming at an h Matt 24:44

Behold, the h is at Matt 26:45

But this is your h Luke 22:53

h has not yet come John 2:4

But the h is coming John 4:23

h has come that the John 12:23

save Me from this h John 12:27

“Father, the h John 17:1

will not know what h Rev 3:3

keep you from the h Rev 3:10

HOURS

Are there not twelve h John 11:9

HOUSE

from your father’s h Gen 12:1

But as for me and my h Josh 24:15

h appointed for all Job 30:23

with them to the h Ps 42:4

the goodness of Your h Ps 65:4

For her h leads down Prov 2:18

Through wisdom a h Prov 24:3

better to go to the h Eccl 7:2

of the h tremble Eccl 12:3

to the h of the God of Is 2:3

to those who join h Is 5:8

h was filled with Is 6:4

‘Set your h in order Is 38:1

h shall be called a Is 56:7

and beat on that h Matt 7:25

h divided against Matt 12:25

h shall be called a Matt 21:13

h may be filled Luke 14:23

make My Father’s h John 2:16

h are many mansions John 14:2

publicly and from h Acts 20:20

in his own rented h Acts 28:30

who rules his own h 1 Tim 3:4

the church in your h Philem 2 

For every h is built Heb 3:4

His own h, whose h Heb 3:6

him into your h 2 John 1:10

HOUSEHOLD

over the ways of her h Prov 31:27

If the h is worthy Matt 10:13

be those of his own h Matt 10:36

h were baptized Acts 16:15

saved, you and your h Acts 16:31

also baptized the h 1 Cor 1:16

those who are of the h Gal 6:10

who are of Caesar’s h Phil 4:22

HOUSEHOLDER

h who brings out of Matt 13:52

HOUSES

h are safe from fear Job 21:9

Yet He filled their h Job 22:18

is that their h Ps 49:11

H and riches are an Prov 19:14

who has left h or Matt 19:29

you devour widows’ h Matt 23:14

Do you not have h 1 Cor 11:22

HOVERING

Spirit of God was h Gen 1:2

HOW

“H can this be Luke 1:34

H long do You keep John 10:24

h you turned to God 1 Thess 1:9

HULDAH

Wife of Shallum, 2 Kin 22:14

Foretells Jerusalem’s ruin, 2 Kin 22:15–17; 2 Chr 34:22–25

Exempts Josiah from trouble, 2 Kin 22:18–20

HUMAN

we have had h fathers Heb 12:9

HUMBLE

man Moses was very h Num 12:3

h you and test you Deut 8:2

h themselves, and pray 2 Chr 7:14

who is proud, and h Job 40:11

the cry of the h Ps 9:12

Do not forget the h Ps 10:12

the desire of the h Ps 10:17

h He guides in justice Ps 25:9

h shall hear of it and Ps 34:2

LORD lifts up the h Ps 147:6

h spirit with the Prov 16:19

contrite and h spirit Is 57:15

a meek and h people Zeph 3:12

associate with the h Rom 12:16

gives grace to the h James 4:6

H yourselves in the James 4:10

gives grace to the h 1 Pet 5:5

h yourselves under the 1 Pet 5:6

HUMBLED

h himself greatly 2 Chr 33:12

as a man, He h Himself Phil 2:8

HUMBLES

h Himself to behold Ps 113:6

HUMILIATION

to plunder, and to h Ezra 9:7

h His justice was Acts 8:33

but the rich in his h James 1:10

HUMILITY

By h and the fear of Prov 22:4

righteousness, seek h Zeph 2:3

the Lord with all h Acts 20:19

delight in false h Col 2:18

mercies, kindness, h Col 3:12

h correcting those 2 Tim 2:25

gentle, showing all h Titus 3:2

and be clothed with h 1 Pet 5:5

HUNGER

you, allowed you to h Deut 8:3

lack and suffer h Ps 34:10

They shall neither h Is 49:10

likely to die from h Jer 38:9

are those who h Matt 5:6

for you shall h Luke 6:25

to Me shall never h John 6:35

present hour we both h 1 Cor 4:11

They shall neither h Rev 7:16

HUNGRY

bread from the h Job 22:7

and fills the h Ps 107:9

gives food to the h Ps 146:7

h soul every bitter Prov 27:7

your soul to the h Is 58:10

for I was h and you Matt 25:35

when did we see You h Matt 25:37

and one is h and 1 Cor 11:21

But if anyone is h 1 Cor 11:34

to be full and to be h Phil 4:12

HUNT

Yet you h my life to 1 Sam 24:11

h the violent man Ps 140:11

h the souls of My Ezek 13:18

HUNTER

Nimrod the mighty h Gen 10:9

Esau was a skillful h Gen 25:27

HUR

Man of Judah; of Caleb’s house, 1 Chr 2:18–20

Supports Moses’ hands, Ex 17:10–12

Aids Aaron, Ex 24:14

HURAM

Master craftsman of Solomon’s temple, 1 Kin 7:13–40, 45; 2 Chr 2:13, 14

HURT

h a woman with child Ex 21:22

who plot my h Ps 35:4

but I was not h Prov 23:35

another to his own h Eccl 8:9

They shall not h Is 11:9

of my people I am h Jer 8:21

Woe is me for my h Jer 10:19

it will by no means h Mark 16:18

shall not be h by the Rev 2:11

HUSBAND

She also gave to her h Gen 3:6

“Surely you are a h Ex 4:25

h safely trusts her Prov 31:11

your Maker is your h Is 54:5

though I was a h Jer 31:32

now have is not your h John 4:18

woman have her own h 1 Cor 7:2

For the unbelieving h 1 Cor 7:14

you will save your h 1 Cor 7:16

betrothed you to one h 2 Cor 11:2

For the h is head of Eph 5:23

the h of one wife 1 Tim 3:2

HUSBANDS

them ask their own h 1 Cor 14:35

H, love your wives Eph 5:25

Let deacons be the h 1 Tim 3:12

HUSHAI

Archite; David’s friend, 2 Sam 15:32–37

Feigns sympathy with Absalom, 2 Sam 16:16–19

Defeats Ahithophel’s advice, 2 Sam 17:5–23

HYMENAEUS

False teacher excommunicated by Paul, 1 Tim 1:19, 20

HYMN

they had sung a h Matt 26:30

HYMNS

praying and singing h Acts 16:25

in psalms and h Eph 5:19

HYPOCRISY

you are full of h Matt 23:28

Pharisees, which is h Luke 12:1

Let love be without h Rom 12:9

away with their h Gal 2:13

and without h James 3:17

malice, all deceit, h 1 Pet 2:1

HYPOCRITE

of the h shall perish Job 8:13

and the joy of the h Job 20:5

is the hope of the h Job 27:8

for everyone is a h Is 9:17

also played the h Gal 2:13

HYPOCRITES

“But the h in heart Job 36:13

will I go in with h Ps 26:4

For you were h Jer 42:20

not be like the h Matt 6:5

do you test Me, you h Matt 22:18

and Pharisees, h Matt 23:13

HYSSOP

Purge me with h Ps 51:7

sour wine, put it on h John 19:29

IBZAN

Judge of Israel; father of 60 children, Judg 12:8, 9

ICE

dark because of the i Job 6:16

ICHABOD

Son of Phinehas, 1 Sam 4:19–22

ICONIUM

City of Asia Minor; visited by Paul, Acts 13:51

Many converts in, Acts 14:1–6

IDDO

Leader of Jews at Casiphia, Ezra 8:17–20

— Seer whose writings are cited, 2 Chr 9:29

IDLE

For they are i Ex 5:8

i person will suffer Prov 19:15

i word men may speak Matt 12:36

saw others standing i Matt 20:3

they learn to be i 1 Tim 5:13

both i talkers and Titus 1:10

IDOL

if he blesses an i Is 66:3

thing offered to an i 1 Cor 8:7

That an i is anything 1 Cor 10:19

IDOLATER

or covetous, or an i 1 Cor 5:11

man, who is an i Eph 5:5

IDOLATERS

fornicators, nor i 1 Cor 6:9

immoral, sorcerers, i Rev 21:8

and murderers and i Rev 22:15

IDOLATRIES

and abominable i 1 Pet 4:3

IDOLATRY

beloved, flee from i 1 Cor 10:14

i, sorcery Gal 5:20

IDOLS

stolen the household i Gen 31:19

of the peoples are i Ps 96:5

i are silver and gold Ps 115:4

land is also full of i Is 2:8

insane with their i Jer 50:38

in the room of his i Ezek 8:12

from their wooden i Hos 4:12

who regard worthless i Jon 2:8

i speak delusion Zech 10:2

things polluted by i Acts 15:20

You who abhor i Rom 2:22

This was offered to i 1 Cor 10:28

keep yourselves from i 1 John 5:21

worship demons, and i Rev 9:20

IDUMEA

Name used by Greeks and Romans to designate Edom, Mark 3:8

IGNORANCE

that you did it in i Acts 3:17

i God overlooked Acts 17:30

sins committed in i Heb 9:7

to silence the i 1 Pet 2:15

IGNORANT

I was so foolish and i Ps 73:22

though Abraham was i Is 63:16

not want you to be i 1 Cor 12:1

But if anyone is i 1 Cor 14:38

on those who are i Heb 5:2

IGNORANTLY

because I did it i 1 Tim 1:13

ILLEGITIMATE

then you are i Heb 12:8

ILLUMINATED

after you were i Heb 10:32

and the earth was i Rev 18:1

for the glory of God i Rev 21:23

ILLYRICUM

Paul preaches in, Romans 15:19

IMAGE

Us make man in Our i Gen 1:26

yourselves a carved i Deut 4:16

shall despise their i Ps 73:20

the king made an i Dan 3:1

to them, “Whose i Matt 22:20

since he is the i 1 Cor 11:7

He is the i of the Col 1:15

and not the very i Heb 10:1

the beast and his i Rev 14:9

who worshiped his i Rev 19:20

IMAGINATION

the proud in the i Luke 1:51

IMITATE

I urge you, i me 1 Cor 4:16

as I also i Christ 1 Cor 11:1

i those who through Heb 6:12

IMMANUEL

shall call His name I Is 7:14

shall call His name I Matt 1:23

IMMEDIATELY

i the Spirit Mark 1:12

hear, Satan comes i Mark 4:15

i forgets what James 1:24

I I was in the Spirit Rev 4:2

IMMORAL

i woman is a deep pit Prov 22:14

murderers, sexually i Rev 21:8

IMMORALITY

except sexual i Matt 5:32

i as is not even named 1 Cor 5:1

abstain from sexual i 1 Thess 4:3

IMMORTAL

to the King eternal, i 1 Tim 1:17

IMMORTALITY

glory, honor, and i Rom 2:7

mortal must put on i 1 Cor 15:53

who alone has i 1 Tim 6:16

and brought life and i 2 Tim 1:10

IMMOVABLE

be steadfast, i 1 Cor 15:58

IMMUTABLE

that by two i things Heb 6:18

IMPART

see you, that I may i Rom 1:11

that it may i grace Eph 4:29

IMPENITENT

i heart you are Rom 2:5

IMPLANTED

with meekness the i James 1:21

IMPOSSIBLE

and nothing will be i Matt 17:20

“With men this is i Matt 19:26

God nothing will be i Luke 1:37

without faith it is i Heb 11:6

IMPOSTORS

i will grow worse 2 Tim 3:13

IMPRISONMENT

and of chains and i Heb 11:36

IMPRISONMENTS

in stripes, in i 2 Cor 6:5

IMPULSIVE

but he who is i Prov 14:29

IMPURITY

a woman during her i Ezek 18:6

IMPUTE

“Do not let my lord i 2 Sam 19:19

the LORD does not i Ps 32:2

the LORD shall not i Rom 4:8

IMPUTED

bloodshed shall be i Lev 17:4

might be i to them Rom 4:11

alone that it was i Rom 4:23

but sin is not i Rom 5:13

IMPUTES

i righteousness apart Rom 4:6

INCENSE

golden bowls full of i Rev 5:8

INCLINE

i your heart to the Josh 24:23

i my heart to any evil Ps 141:4

INCORRUPTIBLE

the glory of the i Rom 1:23

dead will be raised i 1 Cor 15:52

to an inheritance i 1 Pet 1:4

corruptible seed but i 1 Pet 1:23

INCORRUPTION

it is raised in i 1 Cor 15:42

corruption inherit i 1 Cor 15:50

must put on i 1 Cor 15:53

INCREASE

if riches i Ps 62:10

the LORD give you i Ps 115:14

hear and i learning Prov 1:5

When goods i Eccl 5:11

Of the i of His Is 9:7

and knowledge shall i Dan 12:4

Lord, “I our faith Luke 17:5

He must i John 3:30

but God gave the i 1 Cor 3:6

grows with the i Col 2:19

for they will i 2 Tim 2:16

INCREASED

The waters i and Gen 7:17

i your mercy which you Gen 19:19

nation and i its joy Is 9:3

And Jesus i in wisdom Luke 2:52

INCREASES

i knowledge i Eccl 1:18

who have no might He i Is 40:29

INCREDIBLE

should it be thought i Acts 26:8

INCURABLE

My wound is i Job 34:6

‘Your affliction is i Jer 30:12

Your sorrow is i Jer 30:15

INDEBTED

everyone who is i Luke 11:4

INDEED

i it was very Gen 1:31

“But will God i 1 Kin 8:27

“Behold, an Israelite i John 1:47

INDIA

Eastern limit of Persian Empire, Esth 1:1

INDICATING

the Holy Spirit i Heb 9:8

who was in them was i 1 Pet 1:11

INDIGNANT

saw it, they were i Matt 26:8

INDIGNATION

of His anger, wrath, i Ps 78:49

I has taken hold Ps 119:53

in whose hand is My i Is 10:5

For the i of the LORD Is 34:2

have filled me with i Jer 15:17

can stand before His i Nah 1:6

i which will devour Heb 10:27

into the cup of His i Rev 14:10

INDUCED

O LORD, You i me Jer 20:7

if the prophet is i Ezek 14:9

I the LORD have i Ezek 14:9

INDULGENCE

no value against the i Col 2:23

INEXCUSABLE

Therefore you are i Rom 2:1

INEXPRESSIBLE

Paradise and heard i 2 Cor 12:4

you rejoice with joy i 1 Pet 1:8

INFALLIBLE

suffering by many i Acts 1:3

INFANTS

i who never saw Job 3:16

they also brought i Luke 18:15

INFERIOR

another kingdom i Dan 2:39

that I am not at all i 2 Cor 11:5

INFIRMITIES

“He Himself took our i Matt 8:17

boast, except in my i 2 Cor 12:5

and your frequent i 1 Tim 5:23

INFLAMING

i yourselves with gods Is 57:5

INHABIT

the wicked will not i Prov 10:30

cities and i them Amos 9:14

INHABITANT

Cry out and shout, O i Is 12:6

And the i will not say Is 33:24

INHABITANTS

He looks on all the i Ps 33:14

give ear, all i Ps 49:1

Let the i of Sela sing Is 42:11

Woe to the i of the Rev 12:12

INHABITED

rejoicing in His i Prov 8:31

‘You shall be i Is 44:26

who formed it to be i Is 45:18

INHERIT

i the iniquities Job 13:26

descendants shall i Ps 25:13

The righteous shall i Ps 37:29

The wise shall i Prov 3:35

love me to i wealth Prov 8:21

The simple i folly Prov 14:18

the blameless will i Prov 28:10

i the kingdom prepared Matt 25:34

I do that I may i Mark 10:17

unrighteous will not i 1 Cor 6:9

you may i a blessing 1 Pet 3:9

who overcomes shall i Rev 21:7

INHERITANCE

“You shall have no i Num 18:20

is the place of His i Deut 32:9

the portion of my i Ps 16:5

yes, I have a good i Ps 16:6

i shall be forever Ps 37:18

He will choose our i Ps 47:4

You confirmed Your i Ps 68:9

the tribe of Your i Ps 74:2

i gained hastily Prov 20:21

right of i is yours Jer 32:8

i has been turned Lam 5:2

will arise to your i Dan 12:13

And God gave him no i Acts 7:5

and give you an i Acts 20:32

For if the i is of the Gal 3:18

we have obtained an i Eph 1:11

be partakers of the i Col 1:12

receive as an i Heb 11:8

i incorruptible 1 Pet 1:4

INIQUITIES

How many are my i Job 13:23

i have overtaken me Ps 40:12

I prevail against me Ps 65:3

forgives all your i Ps 103:3

LORD, should mark i Ps 130:3

was bruised for our i Is 53:5

He shall bear their i Is 53:11

i have separated you Is 59:2

INIQUITY

God, visiting the i of the Ex 20:5

He has not observed i Num 23:21

wicked brings forth i Ps 7:14

O LORD, pardon my i Ps 25:11

i I have not hidden Ps 32:5

was brought forth in i Ps 51:5

If I regard i in my Ps 66:18

Add i to their Ps 69:27

workers of i flourish Ps 92:7

i boast in themselves Ps 94:4

Shall the throne of i Ps 94:20

i have dominion Ps 119:133

i will reap sorrow Prov 22:8

a people laden with i Is 1:4

i is taken away Is 6:7

has laid on Him the i Is 53:6

will remember their i Hos 9:9

to those who devise i Mic 2:1

like You, pardoning i Mic 7:18

all you workers of i Luke 13:27

a fire, a world of i James 3:6

INJUSTICE

of truth and without i Deut 32:4

i shuts her mouth Job 5:16

i have your fathers Jer 2:5

INK

us, written not with i 2 Cor 3:3

do so with paper and i 2 John 12

INN

room for them in the i Luke 2:7

brought him to an i Luke 10:34

INNOCENCE

of my heart and i Gen 20:5

washed my hands in i Ps 73:13

INNOCENT

do not kill the i Ex 23:7

a bribe to slay an i Deut 27:25

i will divide the Job 27:17

a bribe against the i Ps 15:5

because I was found i Dan 6:22

saying, “I am i Matt 27:24

this day that I am i Acts 20:26

INNUMERABLE

i as the sand which is Heb 11:12

i company of angels Heb 12:22

INQUIRED

children of Israel i Judg 20:27

Therefore David i 1 Sam 23:2

the LORD, nor i of Him Zeph 1:6

the prophets have i 1 Pet 1:10

INQUIRY

shall make careful i Deut 19:18

INSANE

images, and they are i Jer 50:38

the spiritual man is i Hos 9:7

INSCRIBED

Oh, that they were i Job 19:23

See, I have i you on Is 49:16

INSPIRATION

is given by i of God 2 Tim 3:16

INSTRUCT

good Spirit to i them Neh 9:20

I will i you and teach Ps 32:8

the LORD that he may i 1 Cor 2:16

INSTRUCTED

Surely you have i Job 4:3

counsel, and who i Is 40:14

This man had been i Acts 18:25

are excellent, being i Rom 2:18

Moses was divinely i Heb 8:5

INSTRUCTION

seeing you hate i Ps 50:17

despise wisdom and i Prov 1:7

Take firm hold of i Prov 4:13

Hear i and be wise Prov 8:33

Give i to a wise man Prov 9:9

i loves knowledge Prov 12:1

Cease listening to i Prov 19:27

Apply your heart to i Prov 23:12

for correction, for i 2 Tim 3:16

INSTRUCTORS

have ten thousand i 1 Cor 4:15

INSTRUCTS

My heart also i Ps 16:7

He who i the nations Ps 94:10

INSTRUMENT

to Him with an i Ps 33:2

on an i of ten strings Ps 92:3

INSTRUMENTS

i of cruelty are in Gen 49:5

with stringed i Ps 150:4

i of unrighteousness Rom 6:13

i of righteousness Rom 6:13

INSUBORDINATE

for the lawless and i 1 Tim 1:9

For there are many i Titus 1:10

INSUBORDINATION

of dissipation or i Titus 1:6

INSULTED

will be mocked and i Luke 18:32

i the Spirit of grace Heb 10:29

INSULTS

nor be afraid of their i Is 51:7

INTEGRITY

In the i of my heart Gen 20:5

he holds fast to his i Job 2:3

that God may know my i Job 31:6

I have walked in my i Ps 26:1

You uphold me in my i Ps 41:12

The i of the upright Prov 11:3

in doctrine showing i Titus 2:7

INTERCEDE

the LORD, who will i 1 Sam 2:25

INTERCESSION

of many, and made i Is 53:12

Spirit Himself makes i Rom 8:26

always lives to make i Heb 7:25

INTERCESSOR

that there was no i Is 59:16

INTEREST

shall not charge him i Ex 22:25

men lent to me for i Jer 15:10

collected it with i Luke 19:23

INTERPRET

Do all i 1 Cor 12:30

pray that he may i 1 Cor 14:13

in turn, and let one i 1 Cor 14:27

INTERPRETATION

“This is the i Gen 40:12

to another the i 1 Cor 12:10

a revelation, has an i 1 Cor 14:26

of any private i 2 Pet 1:20

INTERPRETATIONS

Do not i belong to God Gen 40:8

that you can give i Dan 5:16

INTRIGUE

seize the kingdom by i Dan 11:21

join with them by i Dan 11:34

INVISIBLE

of the world His i Rom 1:20

is the image of the i Col 1:15

eternal, immortal, i 1 Tim 1:17

as seeing Him who is i Heb 11:27

INWARD

i part is destruction Ps 5:9

Both the i thought Ps 64:6

You have formed my i Ps 139:13

God according to the i Rom 7:22

i man is being renewed 2 Cor 4:16

INWARDLY

i they are Matt 7:15

is a Jew who is one i Rom 2:29

IRON

He regards i as straw Job 41:27

i sharpens i Prov 27:17

and your neck was an i Is 48:4

its feet partly of i Dan 2:33

ISAAC

Promised heir of the covenant, Gen 17:16–21

Born and circumcised, Gen 21:1–7

Offered up as a sacrifice, Gen 22:1–19

Marries Rebekah, Gen 24:62–67

Prays for children; prefers Esau, Gen 25:21–28

Dealings with Abimelech, king of Gerar, Gen 26:1–31

Mistakenly blesses Jacob, Gen 27:1–28:5

Dies in his old age, Gen 35:28, 29

NT references to, Luke 3:34; Gal 4:21–31; Heb 11:9, 20

ISAIAH

Prophet during reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, Is 1:1

Responds to prophetic call, Is 6:1–13

Prophesies to Hezekiah, 2 Kin 19; 20

Writes Uzziah’s biography, 2 Chr 26:22

Writes Hezekiah’s biography, 2 Chr 32:32

Quoted in NT, Matt 1:22, 23; 3:3; 8:17; 12:17–21; Luke 4:17–19; Acts 13:34; Rom 9:27, 29; 10:16, 20, 21; 11:26, 27; 15:12; 1 Pet 2:22

ISCARIOT, JUDAS

Listed among the Twelve, Mark 3:14, 19; Luke 6:16

Criticizes Mary, John 12:3–6

Identified as betrayer, John 13:21–30

Takes money to betray Christ, Matt 26:14–16

Betrays Christ with a kiss, Mark 14:43–45

Repents and commits suicide, Matt 27:3–10

His place filled, Acts 1:15–26

ISHBOSHETH

One of Saul’s sons; made king, 2 Sam 2:8–10

Offends Abner, 2 Sam 3:7–11

Slain; his assassins executed, 2 Sam 4:1–12

ISHMAEL

Abram’s son by Hagar, Gen 16:3, 4, 11–16

Circumcised, Gen 17:25

Scoffs at Isaac’s feast; exiled with his mother, Gen 21:8–21

His sons; his death, Gen 25:12–18

— Son of Nethaniah; kills Gedaliah, 2 Kin 25:22–26

ISHMAELITES

Settle at Havilah, Gen 25:17, 18

Joseph sold to, Gen 37:25–28

Sell Joseph to Potiphar, Gen 39:1

ISRAEL

Used to refer to:

Jacob, Gen 32:28

descendants of Jacob, Gen 49:16, 28

ten northern tribes (in contrast to Judah), 1 Sam 11:8

restored nation after exile, Ezra 9:1

true church, Gal 6:16

ISRAEL

be called Jacob, but I Gen 32:28

“Hear, O I Deut 6:4

shepherd My people I 2 Sam 7:7

Truly God is good to I Ps 73:1

helped His servant I Luke 1:54

For they are not all I Rom 9:6

and upon the I of God Gal 6:16

ISRAELITES

Afflicted in Egypt, Ex 1:12–22

Escape from Egypt, Ex 12:29–42, 50; 13:17–22

Receive law at Sinai, Ex 19

Idolatry and rebellion of, Ex 32; Num 13; 14

Wander in the wilderness, Num 14:26–39

Cross Jordan; conquer Canaan, Josh 4; 12

Ruled by judges, Judg 2

Saul chosen as king, 1 Sam 10

Kingdom divided, 1 Kin 12

Northern kingdom carried captive, 2 Kin 17

Southern kingdom carried captive, 2 Kin 24

70 years in exile, 2 Chr 36:20, 21

Return after exile, Ezra 1:1–5

Nation rejects Christ, Matt 27:20–27

Nation destroyed, Luke 21:20–24

ISSACHAR

Jacob’s fifth son, Gen 30:17, 18

— Tribe of:

Genealogy of, 1 Chr 7:1–5

Prophecy concerning, Gen 49:14, 15

Census at Sinai, Num 1:28, 29

Inheritance of, Josh 19:17–23

ITALY

Jews expelled from, Acts 18:2

Paul sails for, Acts 27:1, 6

Christians in, Acts 28:14

ITCHING





they have i ears 2 Tim 4:3

ITHAMAR

Youngest son of Aaron, Ex 6:23

Consecrated as priest, Ex 28:1

Duty entrusted to, Ex 38:21

Jurisdiction over Gershonites and Merarites, Num 4:21–33

ITINERANT

i Jewish exorcists Acts 19:13

JABBOK

River entering the Jordan about 20 miles north of the Dead Sea, Num 21:24

Scene of Jacob’s conflict, Gen 32:22–32

Boundary marker, Deut 3:16

JABESH GILEAD

Consigned to destruction, Judg 21:8–15

Saul defeats the Ammonites at, 1 Sam 11:1–11

Citizens of, rescue Saul’s body, 1 Sam 31:11–13

David thanks citizens of, 2 Sam 2:4–7

JABEZ

J called on the God 1 Chr 4:10

JABIN

Canaanite king of Hazor; leads confederacy against Joshua, Josh 11:1–14

— Another king of Hazor; oppresses Israelites, Judg 4:2

Defeated by Deborah and Barak, Judg 4:3–24

Immortalized in poetry, Judg 5:1–31

JACHIN

One of two pillars in front of Solomon’s temple, 1 Kin 7:21, 22

JACOB

Son of Isaac and Rebekah; Rebekah’s favorite, Gen 25:21–28

Obtains birthright, Gen 25:29–34

Obtains blessing meant for Esau; flees, Gen 27:1–28:5

Sees vision of ladder, Gen 28:10–22

Serves Laban for Rachel and Leah, Gen 29:1–30

Fathers children, Gen 29:31–30:24

Flees from, makes covenant with Laban, Gen 30:25–31:55

Makes peace with Esau, Gen 32:1–21; 33:1–17

Wrestles with God, Gen 32:22–32

Returns to Bethel; renamed Israel, Gen 35:1–15

Shows preference for Joseph, Gen 37:3

Mourns Joseph’s disappearance, Gen 37:32–35

Sends sons to Egypt for food, Gen 42:1–5

Reluctantly allows Benjamin to go, Gen 43:1–15

Moves his household to Egypt, Gen 45:25–47:12

Blesses his sons and grandsons; dies, Gen 48; 49

Buried in Canaan, Gen 50:1–14

JACOB’S WELL

Christ teaches a Samaritan woman at, John 4:5–26

JAEL

Wife of Heber the Kenite; kills Sisera, Judg 4:17–22

Praised by Deborah, Judg 5:24–27

JAIR

Manassite warrior; conquers towns in Gilead, Num 32:41; Deut 3:14

— Eighth judge of Israel, Judg 10:3–5

JAIRUS

Ruler of the synagogue; Jesus raises his daughter, Mark 5:22–24, 35–43

JAMES

Son of Zebedee, called as disciple, Matt 4:21, 22; Luke 5:10, 11

One of the Twelve, Matt 10:2; Mark 3:17

Zealous for the Lord, Luke 9:52–54

Ambitious for honor, Mark 10:35–45

Witnesses Transfiguration, Matt 17:1–9

Martyred by Herod Agrippa, Acts 12:2

— Son of Alphaeus; one of the Twelve, Matt 10:3, 4

Called “the Less,” Mark 15:40

— Jesus’ half brother, Matt 13:55, 56; Gal 1:19

Becomes leader of Jerusalem Council and Jerusalem church, Acts 15:13–22; Gal 2:9

Author of an epistle, James 1:1

JANNES AND JAMBRES

Two Egyptian magicians; oppose Moses, Ex 7:11–22; 2 Tim 3:8

JAPHETH

One of Noah’s three sons, Gen 5:32

Receives blessing, Gen 9:20–27

His descendants occupy Asia Minor and Europe, Gen 10:2–5

JARED

Father of Enoch, Gen 5:15–20

Ancestor of Noah, 1 Chr 1:2

Ancestor of Christ, Luke 3:37

JASHER

Book of, quoted, Josh 10:13

JASON

Welcomes Paul at Thessalonica, Acts 17:5–9

Described as Paul’s kinsman, Rom 16:21

JAVAN

Son of Japheth, Gen 10:2, 4

Descendants of, to receive good news, Is 66:19, 20

JEALOUS

your God, am a j God Ex 20:5

LORD, whose name is J Ex 34:14

a consuming fire, a j Deut 4:24

For I am j for you 2 Cor 11:2

JEALOUSY

They provoked Him to j Deut 32:16

Will Your j burn like Ps 79:5

j is a husband’s Prov 6:34

as strong as death, j Song 8:6

will provoke you to j Rom 10:19

for you with godly j 2 Cor 11:2

JEBUS

Canaanite name of Jerusalem before captured by David, 1 Chr 11:4–8

JEBUSITES

Descendants of Canaan, Gen 15:18–21; Num 13:29

Defeated by Joshua, Josh 11:1–12

Not driven from Jerusalem; later conquered by David, Judg 1:21; 2 Sam 5:6–8

Put to forced labor under Solomon, 1 Kin 9:20, 21

JECONIAH

See JEHOIACHIN

Variant form of Jehoiachin, 1 Chr 3:16, 17

Abbreviated to Coniah, Jer 22:24, 28

JEDIDIAH

Name given to Solomon by Nathan, 2 Sam 12:24, 25

JEDUTHUN

Levite musician appointed by David, 1 Chr 16:41, 42

Heads a family of musicians, 2 Chr 5:12

Name appears in Psalm titles, Ps 39; 62; 77

JEGAR SAHADUTHA

Name given by Laban to memorial stones, Gen 31:46, 47

JEHOAHAZ

Son and successor of Jehu, king of Israel, 2 Kin 10:35

Seeks the Lord in defeat, 2 Kin 13:2–9

— Son and successor of Josiah, king of Judah, 2 Kin 23:30–34

Called Shallum, 1 Chr 3:15

— Another form of Ahaziah, youngest son of King Joram, 2 Chr 21:17

JEHOASH

See JOASH

JEHOIACHIN

Son of Jehoiakim; next to the last king of Judah, 2 Kin 24:8

Deported to Babylon, 2 Kin 24:8–16

Liberated by Evil-Merodach, Jer 52:31–34

JEHOIADA

High priest during reign of Joash, 2 Kin 11:4–12:16

Instructs Joash, 2 Kin 12:2

JEHOIAKIM

Wicked king of Judah; son of Josiah; serves Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar, 2 Kin 23:34–24:7

Taken captive to Babylon, 2 Chr 36:6–8

Kills prophet Urijah, Jer 26:20–23

Destroys Jeremiah’s scroll; cursed by God, Jer 36

JEHORAM (or Joram)

Wicked king of Judah; son of Jehoshaphat, 2 Kin 8:16–24

Marries Athaliah, 2 Kin 8:18, 19

Kills his brothers, 2 Chr 21:2, 4

Elijah prophesies against him; prophecy fulfilled, 2 Chr 21:12–20

— Wicked king of Israel; son of Ahab, 2 Kin 3:1–3

Counseled by Elisha, 2 Kin 3; 5:8; 6:8–12

Wounded in battle, 2 Kin 8:28, 29

Killed by Jehu, 2 Kin 9:14–26

JEHOSHAPHAT

Righteous king of Judah; son of Asa, 1 Kin 22:41–50

Goes to war with Ahab against Syria, 1 Kin 22:1–36

Institutes reforms; sends out teachers of the Law, 2 Chr 17:6–9; 19

His enemies defeated through his faith, 2 Chr 20:1–30

JEHOZABAD

Son of a Moabitess; assassinates Joash, 2 Kin 12:20, 21

Put to death, 2 Chr 25:3

JEHU

Prophet; denounces Baasha, 1 Kin 16:1–7

Rebukes Jehoshaphat, 2 Chr 19:2, 3

— Commander under Ahab; anointed king, 1 Kin 19:16; 2 Kin 9:1–13

Destroys the house of Ahab, 2 Kin 9:14–10:30

Turns away from the Lord; dies, 2 Kin 10:31–36

JEHUDI

Reads Jeremiah’s scroll, Jer 36:14, 21, 23

JEOPARDY

stand in j every hour 1 Cor 15:30

JEPHTHAH

Gilead’s son by a harlot, Judg 11:1

Driven out, then brought back to command army against Ammonites, Judg 11:2–28

Sacrifices his daughter to fulfill a vow, Judg 11:29–40

Chastises Ephraim, Judg 12:1–7

JEREMIAH

Prophet under Josiah, Jehoiakim, and Zedekiah, Jer 1:1–3

Called by God, Jer 1:4–9

Forbidden to marry, Jer 16:2

Imprisoned by Pashhur, Jer 20:1–6

Prophecy written, destroyed, rewritten, Jer 36

Accused of defection and imprisoned; released by Zedekiah, Jer 37

Cast into dungeon; rescued; prophesies to Zedekiah, Jer 38

Set free by Nebuchadnezzar, Jer 39:11–40:6

Forcibly taken to Egypt, Jer 43:5–7

JERICHO

City near the Jordan, Num 22:1

Called the city of palm trees, Deut 34:3; 2 Chr 28:15

Miraculously defeated by Joshua, Josh 6

Rebuilt by Hiel, 1 Kin 16:34

Visited by Jesus, Matt 20:29–34; Luke 19:1–10

JEROBOAM

Son of Nebat; receives prophecy that he will be king, 1 Kin 11:26–40

Made king; leads revolt against Rehoboam, 1 Kin 12:1–24

Sets up idols, 1 Kin 12:25–33

Rebuked by a man of God, 1 Kin 13:1–10

Judgment on house of, 1 Kin 13:33–14:20

— Wicked king of Israel; son of Joash; successful in war, 2 Kin 14:23–29

Prophecy concerning, by Amos, Amos 7:7–13

JERUBBAAL

Name given to Gideon for destroying Baal’s altar, Judg 6:32

JERUSALEM

Originally called Salem, Gen 14:18

Jebusite city, Josh 15:8; Judg 1:8, 21

King of, defeated by Joshua, Josh 10:5–23

Conquered by David; made capital, 2 Sam 5:6–9

Ark brought to, 2 Sam 6:12–17; 1 Kin 8:1–13

Saved from plague, 2 Sam 24:16

Temple built and dedicated here, 1 Kin 6; 8:14–66

Suffers in war, 1 Kin 14:25–27; 2 Kin 14:13, 14; Is 7:1

Miraculously saved, 2 Kin 19:31–36

Captured by Babylon, 2 Kin 24:10–25:21; Jer 39:1–8

Exiles return and rebuild temple, Ezra 1:1–4; 2:1

Walls of, dedicated, Neh 12:27–47

Christ enters as king, Matt 21:4–11

Christ laments for, Matt 23:37; Luke 19:41–44

Church born in, Acts 2

Christians of, persecuted, Acts 4

JESHUA (or Joshua)

Postexilic high priest; returns with Zerubbabel, Ezra 2:2

Aids in rebuilding temple, Ezra 3:2–8

Also called Joshua; seen in vision, Zech 3:1–10

JESHURUN

Poetic name of endearment for Israel, Deut 32:15

JESSE

Grandson of Ruth and Boaz, Ruth 4:17–22

Father of David, 1 Sam 16:1–13

Mentioned in prophecy, Is 11:1, 10

JESTING

talking, nor coarse j Eph 5:4

JESUS

J Christ was as Matt 1:18

shall call His name J Matt 1:21

J was led up by the Matt 4:1

These twelve J sent Matt 10:5

and laid hands on J Matt 26:50

Barabbas and destroy J Matt 27:20

we to do with You, J Mark 1:24

J withdrew with His Mark 3:7

J went into Jerusalem Mark 11:11

as they were eating, J Mark 14:22

and he delivered J Mark 15:15

J rebuked the Luke 9:42

truth came through J John 1:17

J lifted up His eyes John 6:5

J wept John 11:35

J was crucified John 19:20

This J God has raised Acts 2:32

of Your holy Servant J Acts 4:30

believed on the Lord J Acts 11:17

baptized into Christ J Rom 6:3

your mouth the Lord J Rom 10:9

among you except J 1 Cor 2:2

the day of the Lord J 1 Cor 5:5

perfect in Christ J Col 1:28

J who is called Col 4:11

exhort in the Lord J 1 Thess 4:1

But we see J Heb 2:9

looking unto J Heb 12:2

J Christ the righteous 1 John 2:1

Revelation of J Christ Rev 1:1

so, come, Lord J Rev 22:20

JETHER

Gideon’s oldest son, Judg 8:20, 21

JETHRO

Priest of Midian; becomes Moses’ father-in-law, Ex 2:16–22

Blesses Moses’ departure, Ex 4:18

Visits and counsels Moses, Ex 18

Also called Reuel, Num 10:29

JEWELS

your thighs are like j Songs 7:1

that I make them My j Mal 3:17

JEWS

Jesus born King of the, Matt 2:2

Salvation comes through the, John 4:22; Acts 11:19; Rom 1:16; 2:9, 10

Reject Christ, Matt 27:21–25

Reject the gospel, Acts 13:42–46

JEZEBEL

Ahab’s idolatrous wife, 1 Kin 16:31

Her abominable acts, 1 Kin 18:4, 13; 19:1, 2; 21:1–16

Death prophesied; prophecy fulfilled, 1 Kin 21:23; 2 Kin 9:7, 30–37

— Type of paganism in the church, Rev 2:20

JEZREEL

Ahab’s capital, 1 Kin 18:45; 21:1

Ahab’s family destroyed at, 1 Kin 21:23; 2 Kin 9:30–37; 10:1–11

JOAB

David’s nephew; commands his army, 2 Sam 2:10–32; 8:16; 10:1–14; 11:1, 14–25; 20:1–23

Kills Abner, 2 Sam 3:26, 27

Intercedes for Absalom, 2 Sam 14:1–33

Remains loyal to David; kills Absalom, 2 Sam 18:1–5, 9–17

Demoted; kills Amasa, 2 Sam 19:13; 20:8–10

Opposes census, 2 Sam 24:1–9; 1 Chr 21:1–6

Supports Adonijah, 1 Kin 1:7

Solomon orders his death in obedience to David’s command, 1 Kin 2:1–6, 28–34

JOANNA

Wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, Luke 8:1–3

With others, heralds Christ’s resurrection, Luke 23:55, 56

JOASH (or Jehoash)

Son of Ahaziah; saved from Athaliah’s massacre and crowned by Jehoiada, 2 Kin 11:1–12

Repairs the temple, 2 Kin 12:1–16

Turns away from the Lord and is killed, 2 Chr 24:17–25

— Wicked king of Israel; son of Jehoahaz, 2 Kin 13:10–25

Defeats Amaziah in battle, 2 Kin 14:8–15; 2 Chr 25:17–24

JOB

Model of righteousness, Job 1:1–5

His faith tested, Job 1:6–2:10

Debates with his three friends; complains to God, Job 3–33

Elihu intervenes, Job 34–37

God’s answer, Job 38–41

Humbles himself and repents, Job 42:1–6

Restored to prosperity, Job 42:10–17

JOCHEBED

Daughter of Levi; mother of Miriam, Aaron, and Moses, Ex 6:20

JOEL

Preexilic prophet, Joel 1:1

Quoted in NT, Acts 2:16

JOHANAN

Military leader of Judah; warns Gedaliah of Ishmael’s plot, Jer 40:13–16

Avenges Gedaliah; takes the people to Egypt, Jer 41:11–18

JOHN

The apostle, son of Zebedee; called as disciple, Matt 4:21, 22; Luke 5:1–11

Chosen as one of the Twelve, Matt 10:2

Especially close to Christ, Matt 17:1–9; Mark 13:3; John 13:23–25; 19:26, 27; 20:2–8; 21:7, 20

Ambitious and overzealous, Mark 10:35–41; Luke 9:54–56

Sent to prepare the Passover, Luke 22:8–13

With Peter, heals a man and is arrested, Acts 3:1–4:22

Goes on missionary trip with Peter, Acts 8:14–25

Exiled on Patmos, Rev 1:9

Author of Gospel, three epistles, and the Revelation, John 21:23–25; 1 John; 2 John; 3 John; Rev 1:1

— The Baptist; OT prophecy concerning, Is 40:3–5; Mal 4:5

His birth announced and accomplished, Luke 1:11–20, 57–80

Preaches repentance, Luke 3:1–20

Bears witness to Christ, John 1:19–36; 3:25–36

Baptizes Jesus, Matt 3:13–17

Jesus speaks about, Matt 11:7–19

Identified with Elijah, Matt 11:13, 14

Herod imprisons and kills, Matt 14:3–12

— Surnamed Mark: see MARK

JOIN

Woe to those who j Is 5:8

‘Come and let us j Jer 50:5

of the rest dared j Acts 5:13

JOINED

and mother and be j Gen 2:24

for him who is j Eccl 9:4

“Ephraim is j Hos 4:17

what God has j Matt 19:6

you be perfectly j 1 Cor 1:10

But he who is j 1 Cor 6:17

the whole body, j Eph 4:16

JOINT

j as He wrestled Gen 32:25

My bones are out of j Ps 22:14

j heirs with Christ Rom 8:17

by what every j Eph 4:16

JOINTS

and knit together by j Col 2:19

and spirit, and of j Heb 4:12

JONADAB (or Jehonadab)

David’s nephew; encourages Amnon in sin, 2 Sam 13:3–5, 32–36

— Son of Rechab; father of the Rechabites, Jer 35:5–19

Helps Jehu overthrow Baal, 2 Kin 10:15–28

JONAH

Prophet sent to Nineveh; rebels and is punished, Jon 1

Repents and is saved, Jon 2

Preaches in Nineveh, Jon 3

Becomes angry at God’s mercy, Jon 4

Type of Christ’s resurrection, Matt 12:39, 40

JONATHAN

King Saul’s eldest son; his exploits in battle, 1 Sam 13:2, 3; 14:1–14, 49

Saved from his father’s wrath, 1 Sam 14:24–45

Makes covenant with David; protects him from Saul, 1 Sam 18:1–4; 19:1–7; 20:1–42; 23:15–18

Killed by Philistines, 1 Sam 31:2, 8

Mourned by David; his son provided for, 2 Sam 1:17–27; 9:1–8

— Son of high priest Abiathar; faithful to David, 2 Sam 15:26–36; 17:15–22

Informs Adonijah of Solomon’s coronation, 1 Kin 1:41–49

JOPPA

Scene of Peter’s vision, Acts 10:5–23, 32

JORAM

See JEHORAM

JORDAN RIVER

Lot dwells near, Gen 13:8–13

Canaan’s eastern boundary, Num 34:12

Moses forbidden to cross, Deut 3:27

Miraculous dividing of, for Israel, Josh 3:1–17

by Elijah, 2 Kin 2:5–8

by Elisha, 2 Kin 2:13, 14

Naaman healed in, 2 Kin 5:10–14

John baptizes in, Matt 3:6, 13–17

JOSEPH

Son of Jacob by Rachel, Gen 30:22–24

Loved by Jacob; hated by his brothers, Gen 37:3–11

Sold into slavery, Gen 37:12–36

Unjustly imprisoned in Egypt, Gen 39:1–23

Interprets dreams in prison, Gen 40:1–23

Wins Pharaoh’s favor, Gen 41:1–44

Prepares Egypt for famine, Gen 41:45–57

Sells grain to his brothers, Gen 42–44

Reveals identity and reconciles with brothers; sends for Jacob, Gen 45:1–28

Settles family in Egypt, Gen 47:1–12

His sons blessed by Jacob, Gen 48:1–22

Blessed by Jacob, Gen 49:22–26

Buries his father; reassures his brothers, Gen 50:1–21

His death, Gen 50:22–26

— Husband of Mary, Jesus’ mother, Matt 1:16

Visited by angel, Matt 1:19–25

Takes Mary to Bethlehem, Luke 2:3–7

Protects Jesus from Herod, Matt 2:13–23

Jesus subject to, Luke 2:51

— Secret disciple from Arimathea; donates tomb and assists in Christ’s burial, Mark 15:42–46; Luke 23:50–53; John 19:38–42

JOSES

One of Jesus’ half brothers, Matt 13:55

— The name of Barnabas, Acts 4:36

JOSHUA

See JESHUA

— Leader of Israel succeeding Moses, Num 27:18–23

Leads battle against Amalek, Ex 17:8–16

Sent as spy into Canaan; reports favorably, Num 13:16–25; 14:6–9

Assumes command, Josh 1:1–18

Sends spies to Jericho, Josh 2:1

Leads Israel across Jordan, Josh 3:1–17

Sets up commemorative stones, Josh 4:1–24

Circumcises the people, Josh 5:2–9

Conquers Jericho, Josh 5:13–6:27

Punishes Achan, Josh 7:10–26

Conquers Canaan, Josh 8–12

Divides the land, Josh 13–19

Addresses rulers, Josh 23:1–16

Addresses the people, Josh 24:1–28

His death, Josh 24:29, 30

JOSIAH

Righteous king of Judah; son of Amon, 2 Kin 22:1, 2

Repairs the temple, 2 Kin 22:3–9

Hears the Law; spared for his humility, 2 Kin 22:10–20

Institutes reforms, 2 Kin 23:1–25

Killed in battle, 2 Chr 35:20–25

JOT

one j or one tittle Matt 5:18

JOTHAM

Gideon’s youngest son; escapes Abimelech’s massacre, Judg 9:5

Utters prophetic parable, Judg 9:7–21

— Righteous king of Judah; son of Azariah, 2 Kin 15:32–38; 2 Chr 27:1–9

JOURNEY

us go three days’ j Ex 3:18

busy, or he is on a j 1 Kin 18:27

Nevertheless I must j Luke 13:33

wearied from His j John 4:6

JOY

LORD your God with j Deut 28:47

heart to sing for j Job 29:13

is fullness of j Ps 16:11

j comes in the morning Ps 30:5

To God my exceeding j Ps 43:4

You according to the j Is 9:3

j you will draw Is 12:3

ashes, the oil of j Is 61:3

j shall be theirs Is 61:7

shall sing for j Is 65:14

word was to me the j Jer 15:16

receives it with j Matt 13:20

Enter into the j Matt 25:21

in my womb for j Luke 1:44

there will be more j Luke 15:7

did not believe for j Luke 24:41

My j may remain in John 15:11

they may have My j John 17:13

fill you with all j Rom 15:13

that my j is the j 2 Cor 2:3

the Spirit is love, j Gal 5:22

brethren, my j and Phil 4:1

longsuffering with j Col 1:11

are our glory and j 1 Thess 2:20

j that was set before Heb 12:2

count it all j James 1:2

j inexpressible 1 Pet 1:8

with exceeding j 1 Pet 4:13

I have no greater j 3 John 4 

JOYFUL

And my soul shall be j Ps 35:9

Make a j shout to the Ps 100:1

of prosperity be j Eccl 7:14

and make them j Is 56:7

I am exceedingly j 2 Cor 7:4

JOZACHAR

Assassin of Joash, 2 Kin 12:19–21

Called Zabad, 2 Chr 24:26

JUBAL

Son of Lamech, Gen 4:21

JUBILEE

fiftieth year shall be a J Lev 25:11

JUDAH

Son of Jacob and Leah, Gen 29:30–35

Intercedes for Joseph, Gen 37:26, 27

Fails in duty to Tamar, Gen 38:1–30

Offers himself as Benjamin’s ransom, Gen 44:18–34

Jacob bestows birthright on, Gen 49:3–10

Ancestor of Christ, Matt 1:3, 16

— Tribe of:

Prophecy concerning, Gen 49:8–12

Numbered at Sinai, Num 1:26, 27

Territory assigned to, Josh 15:1–63

Leads in conquest of Canaan, Judg 1:1–19

Makes David king, 2 Sam 2:1–11

Loyal to David and his house, 2 Sam 20:1, 2; 1 Kin 12:20

Becomes leader of southern kingdom, 1 Kin 14:21, 22

Taken to Babylon, 2 Kin 24:1–16

Returns after exile, 2 Chr 36:20–23

JUDAISM

And I advanced in J Gal 1:14

JUDAS

Judas Lebbaeus, surnamed Thaddaeus, Matt 10:3

One of Christ’s apostles, Luke 6:13, 16

Offers a question, John 14:22

— Judas Barsabas, a chief deputy, Acts 15:22–32

— Betrayer of Christ: see ISCARIOT

JUDE (or Judas)

Half brother of Christ, Matt 13:55

Does not believe in Christ, John 7:5

Becomes Christ’s disciple, Acts 1:14

Writes an epistle, Jude 1

JUDEA

Christ born in, Matt 2:1, 5, 6

Hostile toward Christ, John 7:1

Gospel preached in, Acts 8:1, 4

Churches established in, Acts 9:31

JUDGE

The LORD j between Gen 16:5

For the LORD will j Deut 32:36

coming to j the earth 1 Chr 16:33

Rise up, O J of the Ps 94:2

sword the LORD will j Is 66:16

deliver you to the j Matt 5:25

“J not, that you be not Matt 7:1

“Man, who made Me a j Luke 12:14

j who did not fear God Luke 18:2

As I hear, I j John 5:30

Do not j according John 7:24

I j no one John 8:15

j the world but to John 12:47

this, O man, you who j Rom 2:3

then how will God j Rom 3:6

Therefore let us not j Rom 14:13

Christ, who will j 2 Tim 4:1

Lord, the righteous J 2 Tim 4:8

heaven, to God the J Heb 12:23

But if you j the law James 4:11

are you to j another James 4:12

JUDGES

j who delivered Judg 2:16

in the days when the j Ruth 1:1

Surely He is God who j Ps 58:11

He j among the gods Ps 82:1

He makes the j of the Is 40:23

j are evening wolves Zeph 3:3

For the Father j John 5:22

he who is spiritual j 1 Cor 2:15

j me is the Lord 1 Cor 4:4

Him who j righteously 1 Pet 2:23

JUDGMENT

show partiality in j Deut 1:17

Teach me good j Ps 119:66

him in right j Is 28:26

from prison and from j Is 53:8

I will also speak j Jer 4:12

j was made in favor of Dan 7:22

be in danger of the j Matt 5:21

will rise up in the j Matt 12:42

shall not come into j John 5:24

and My j is righteous John 5:30

if I do judge, My j John 8:16

Now is the j John 12:31

the righteous j Rom 1:32

j which came from one Rom 5:16

all stand before the j Rom 14:10

eats and drinks j 1 Cor 11:29

appear before the j 2 Cor 5:10

after this the j Heb 9:27

For j is without mercy James 2:13

receive a stricter j James 3:1

time has come for j 1 Pet 4:17

a long time their j 2 Pet 2:3

darkness for the j Jude 6 

JUDGMENTS

The j of the LORD are Ps 19:9

j are a great deep Ps 36:6

I dread, for Your j Ps 119:39

unsearchable are His j Rom 11:33

righteous are His j Rev 19:2

JULIUS

Roman centurion assigned to guard Paul, Acts 27:1–44

JUST

Noah was a j man Gen 6:9

Hear a j cause Ps 17:1

It is a joy for the j Prov 21:15

j man who perishes Eccl 7:15

For there is not a j Eccl 7:20

j is uprightness Is 26:7

the blood of the j Lam 4:13

j shall live by his Hab 2:4

He is j and having Zech 9:9

her husband, being a j Matt 1:19

resurrection of the j Luke 14:14

j persons who need no Luke 15:7

the Holy One and the J Acts 3:14

dead, both of the j Acts 24:15

j shall live by faith Rom 1:17

that He might be j Rom 3:26

whatever things are j Phil 4:8

j men made perfect Heb 12:23

have murdered the j James 5:6

He is faithful and j 1 John 1:9

J and true are Your Rev 15:3

JUSTICE

for all His ways are j Deut 32:4

the Almighty pervert j Job 8:3

j as the noonday Ps 37:6

and Your poor with j Ps 72:2

He will bring j Ps 72:4

Do j to the afflicted Ps 82:3

and j are the Ps 89:14

revenues without j Prov 16:8

do not understand j Prov 28:5

j the measuring line Is 28:17

the LORD is a God of j Is 30:18

He will bring forth j Is 42:1

No one calls for j Is 59:4

J is turned back Is 59:14

I, the LORD, love j Is 61:8

you, O home of j Jer 31:23

plundering, execute j Ezek 45:9

truth, and His ways j Dan 4:37

observe mercy and j Hos 12:6

‘Execute true j Zech 7:9

“Where is the God of j Mal 2:17

And He will declare j Matt 12:18

His humiliation His j Acts 8:33

JUSTIFICATION

because of our j Rom 4:25

offenses resulted in j Rom 5:16

men, resulting in j Rom 5:18

JUSTIFIED

Me that you may be j Job 40:8

of Israel shall be j Is 45:25

words you will be j Matt 12:37

But wisdom is j Luke 7:35

j rather than the Luke 18:14

who believes is j Acts 13:39

“That You may be j Rom 3:4

law no flesh will be j Rom 3:20

j freely by His grace Rom 3:24

having been j by Rom 5:1

these He also j Rom 8:30

but you were j 1 Cor 6:11

that we might be j Gal 2:16

no flesh shall be j Gal 2:16

who attempt to be j Gal 5:4

j in the Spirit 1 Tim 3:16

then that a man is j James 2:24

the harlot also j James 2:25

JUSTIFIER

be just and the j Rom 3:26

JUSTIFIES

He who j the wicked Prov 17:15

It is God who j Rom 8:33

JUSTIFY

j the wicked for a Is 5:23

wanting to j himself Luke 10:29

“You are those who j Luke 16:15

is one God who will j Rom 3:30

that God would j Gal 3:8

JUSTLY

of you but to do j Mic 6:8

And we indeed j Luke 23:41

how devoutly and j 1 Thess 2:10

JUSTUS

Surname of Joseph, a disciple, Acts 1:23

— Man of Corinth; befriends Paul, Acts 18:7

KADESH

Spies sent from, Num 13:3, 26

Moses strikes rock at, Num 20:1–13

Boundary in the new Israel, Ezek 47:19

KADESH BARNEA

Boundary of Promised Land, Num 34:1–4

Limit of Joshua’s military campaign, Josh 10:41

KEEP

k you wherever you Gen 28:15

day, to k it holy Ex 20:8

and k My judgments Lev 25:18

k all My commandments 1 Kin 6:12

and that You would k 1 Chr 4:10

Even he who cannot k Ps 22:29

K my soul Ps 25:20

do not k silence Ps 35:22

k Your righteous Ps 119:106

k them in the midst of Prov 4:21

K your heart with all Prov 4:23

a time to k silence Eccl 3:7

Let all the earth k Hab 2:20

k the commandments Matt 19:17

If you love Me, k John 14:15

k through Your name John 17:11

orderly and k the law Acts 21:24

Let your women k 1 Cor 14:34

k the unity of the Eph 4:3

k yourself pure 1 Tim 5:22

k His commandments 1 John 2:3

k yourselves in the Jude 21

k you from stumbling Jude 24

k those things Rev 1:3

KEEPER

Am I my brother’s k Gen 4:9

The LORD is your k Ps 121:5

KEEPERS

in the day when the k Eccl 12:3

KEEPS

the faithful God who k Deut 7:9

k truth forever Ps 146:6

k his way preserves Prov 16:17

k the commandment Prov 19:16

Whoever k the law is a Prov 28:7

none of you k the law John 7:19

born of God k himself 1 John 5:18

and k his garments Rev 16:15

KEILAH

Town of Judah; rescued from Philistines by David, 1 Sam 23:1–5

Prepares to betray David; he escapes, 1 Sam 23:6–13

KENITES

Canaanite tribe whose land is promised to Abraham’s seed, Gen 15:19

Subjects of Balaam’s prophecy, Num 24:20–22

Settle with Judahites, Judg 1:16

Spared by Saul in war with Amalekites, 1 Sam 15:6

KEPT

For I have k the ways 2 Sam 22:22

vineyard I have not k Song 1:6

these things I have k Matt 19:20

all these things I have k Mark 10:20

k all these things Luke 2:19

love, just as I have k John 15:10

k back part of the Acts 5:2

I have k the faith 2 Tim 4:7

who are k by the power 1 Pet 1:5

which now exist are k 2 Pet 3:7

KETURAH

Abraham’s second wife, Gen 25:1

Sons of:

Listed, Gen 25:1, 2

Given gifts and sent away, Gen 25:6

KEY

The k of the house of Is 22:22

have taken away the k Luke 11:52

“He who has the k Rev 3:7

heaven, having the k Rev 20:1

KEYS

I will give you the k Matt 16:19

And I have the k Rev 1:18

KIBROTH HATTAAVAH

Burial site of Israelites slain by God, Num 11:33–35

KICK

is hard for you to k Acts 9:5

KIDNAPPERS

for sodomites, for k 1 Tim 1:10

KIDNAPS

“He who k a man and Ex 21:16

KIDRON

Valley near Jerusalem; crossed by David and Christ, 2 Sam 15:23; John 18:1

Idols dumped there, 2 Chr 29:16

KILL

who finds me will k Gen 4:14

k the Passover Ex 12:21

I k and I make alive Deut 32:39

“Am I God, to k 2 Kin 5:7

a time to k Eccl 3:3

to save life or to k Mark 3:4

of them they will k Luke 11:49

afraid of those who k Luke 12:4

Why do you seek to k John 7:19

“Rise, Peter; k and eat Acts 10:13

KILLED

Abel his brother and k Gen 4:8

For I have k a man for Gen 4:23

LORD k all the Ex 13:15

Your servant has k 1 Sam 17:36

for Your sake we are k Ps 44:22

and scribes, and be k Matt 16:21

Siloam fell and k them Luke 13:4

k the Prince of life Acts 3:15

me, and by it k Rom 7:11

“For Your sake we are k Rom 8:36

who k both the Lord 1 Thess 2:15

martyr, who was k Rev 2:13

KILLS

“The LORD k and 1 Sam 2:6

the one who k the Matt 23:37

for the letter k 2 Cor 3:6

KIND

animals after their k Gen 6:20

k can come out by Mark 9:29

For He is k to the Luke 6:35

suffers long and is k 1 Cor 13:4

And be k to one Eph 4:32

KINDLED

When His wrath is k Ps 2:12

I, the LORD, have k Ezek 20:48

wish it were already k Luke 12:49

KINDLY

The LORD deal k Ruth 1:8

Julius treated Paul k Acts 27:3

k affectionate to one Rom 12:10

KINDNESS

may the LORD show k 2 Sam 2:6

anger, abundant in k Neh 9:17

me His marvelous k Ps 31:21

For His merciful k Ps 117:2

tongue is the law of k Prov 31:26

k shall not depart Is 54:10

I remember you, the k Jer 2:2

by longsuffering, by k 2 Cor 6:6

longsuffering, k Gal 5:22

But when the k and the Titus 3:4

and to brotherly k 2 Pet 1:7

KING

Then Melchizedek k Gen 14:18

days there was no k Judg 17:6

said, “Give us a k 1 Sam 8:6

“Long live the k 1 Sam 10:24

they anointed David k 2 Sam 2:4

Yet I have set My K Ps 2:6

The LORD is K forever Ps 10:16

K answer us when we Ps 20:9

And the K of glory Ps 24:7

k is saved by the Ps 33:16

k Your judgments Ps 72:1

For God is my K Ps 74:12

do who succeeds the k Eccl 2:12

out of prison to be k Eccl 4:14

when your k is a child Eccl 10:16

In the year that K Is 6:1

k will reign in Is 32:1

the LORD is our K Is 33:22

Is not her K in her Jer 8:19

and the everlasting K Jer 10:10

k of Babylon, k Ezek 26:7

I gave you a k in My Hos 13:11

the LORD shall be K Zech 14:9

He who has been born K Matt 2:2

This Is Jesus the K Matt 27:37

by force to make Him k John 6:15

“Behold your K John 19:14

there is another k Acts 17:7

Now to the K eternal 1 Tim 1:17

only Potentate, the K 1 Tim 6:15

this Melchizedek, k Heb 7:1

Honor the k 1 Pet 2:17

K of kings and Lord of Rev 19:16

KINGDOM

you shall be to Me a k Ex 19:6

LORD has torn the k 1 Sam 15:28

Yours is the k 1 Chr 29:11

k is the LORD’s Ps 22:28

the scepter of Your k Ps 45:6

in heaven, and His k Ps 103:19

is an everlasting k Ps 145:13

k which shall never be Dan 2:44

High rules in the k Dan 4:17

k shall be the LORD’s Obad 21

“Repent, for the k Matt 3:2

for Yours is the k Matt 6:13

But seek first the k Matt 6:33

the mysteries of the k Matt 13:11

are the sons of the k Matt 13:38

of such is the k Matt 19:14

up to half of my k Mark 6:23

are not far from the k Mark 12:34

back, is fit for the k Luke 9:62

against nation, and k Luke 21:10

he cannot see the k John 3:3

he cannot enter the k John 3:5

If My k were of this John 18:36

for the k of God is Rom 14:17

when He delivers the k 1 Cor 15:24

will not inherit the k Gal 5:21

the scepter of Your k Heb 1:8

we are receiving a k Heb 12:28

into the everlasting k 2 Pet 1:11

KINGDOMS

the k were moved Ps 46:6

tremble, who shook k Is 14:16

showed Him all the k Matt 4:8

have become the k Rev 11:15

KINGS

The k of the earth set Ps 2:2

k shall fall down Ps 72:11

He is awesome to the k Ps 76:12

By me k reign Prov 8:15

He will stand before k Prov 22:29

k is unsearchable Prov 25:3

that which destroys k Prov 31:3

it is not for k Prov 31:4

K shall be your foster Is 49:23

“They set up k Hos 8:4

before governors and k Matt 10:18

k have desired to see Luke 10:24

You have reigned as k 1 Cor 4:8

and has made us k Rev 1:6

that the way of the k Rev 16:12

may eat the flesh of k Rev 19:18

KIRJATH ARBA

Ancient name of Hebron, Gen 23:2

Possessed by Judah, Judg 1:10

KIRJATH JEARIM

Gibeonite town, Josh 9:17

Ark taken from, 1 Chr 13:5

KISH

Benjamite of Gibeah; father of King Saul, 1 Sam 9:1–3

KISHON

River of north Palestine; Sisera’s army swept away by, Judg 4:7, 13

Elijah executes prophets of Baal at, 1 Kin 18:40

KISS

K the Son Ps 2:12

Let him k me with the Song 1:2

You gave Me no k Luke 7:45

another with a holy k Rom 16:16

one another with a k 1 Pet 5:14

KISSED

And they k one another 1 Sam 20:41

and k Him Matt 26:49

and she k His feet and Luke 7:38

KNEE

that to Me every k Is 45:23

And they bowed the k Matt 27:29

have not bowed the k Rom 11:4

every k shall bow to Rom 14:11

of Jesus every k Phil 2:10

KNEES

make firm the feeble k Is 35:3

be dandled on her k Is 66:12

this reason I bow my k Eph 3:14

and the feeble k Heb 12:12

KNEW

Adam k Eve his wife Gen 4:1

in the womb I k Jer 1:5

to them, ‘I never k Matt 7:23

k what was in man John 2:25

For He made Him who k 2 Cor 5:21

KNIT

of Jonathan was k 1 Sam 18:1

k me together with Job 10:11

be encouraged, being k Col 2:2

KNOCK

k, and it will be Matt 7:7

at the door and k Rev 3:20

KNOW

k good and evil Gen 3:22

and I did not k Gen 28:16

k that I am the LORD Ex 6:7

k that there is no God 2 Kin 5:15

you, my son Solomon, k 1 Chr 28:9

Hear it, and k for Job 5:27

and k nothing Job 8:9

k that my Redeemer Job 19:25

‘What does God k Job 22:13

k Your name will put Ps 9:10

k that I am God Ps 46:10

make me to k wisdom Ps 51:6

Who can k it Jer 17:9

saying, ‘K the LORD Jer 31:34

for you to k justice Mic 3:1

k what hour your Lord Matt 24:42

an oath, “I do not k Matt 26:72

the world did not k John 1:10

We speak what We k John 3:11

k what we worship John 4:22

k that You are John 6:69

hear My voice, and I k John 10:27

If you k these things John 13:17

k whom I have chosen John 13:18

we are sure that You k John 16:30

k that I love You John 21:15

k times or seasons Acts 1:7

and said, “Jesus I k Acts 19:15

wisdom did not k 1 Cor 1:21

nor can he k them 1 Cor 2:14

For we k in part and 1 Cor 13:9

k a man in Christ who 2 Cor 12:2

k the love of Christ Eph 3:19

k whom I have believed 2 Tim 1:12

so that they may k 2 Tim 2:25

this we k that we k Him 1 John 2:3

He who says, “I k 1 John 2:4

and you k all things 1 John 2:20

By this we k love 1 John 3:16

k that we are of the 1 John 3:19

k that He abides 1 John 3:24

k that we are of God 1 John 5:19

“I k your works Rev 2:2

KNOWLEDGE

and the tree of the k Gen 2:9

LORD is the God of k 1 Sam 2:3

Can anyone teach God k Job 21:22

who is perfect in k Job 36:4

unto night reveals k Ps 19:2

k is too wonderful Ps 139:6

k the depths were Prov 3:20

k rather than Prov 8:10

Wise people store up k Prov 10:14

k is easy to him who Prov 14:6

k spares his words Prov 17:27

a soul to be without k Prov 19:2

and he who increases k Eccl 1:18

k is that wisdom Eccl 7:12

no work or device or k Eccl 9:10

Whom will he teach k Is 28:9

k shall increase Dan 12:4

you have rejected k Hos 4:6

having more accurate k Acts 24:22

having the form of k Rom 2:20

by the law is the k of sin Rom 3:20

K puffs up 1 Cor 8:1

whether there is k 1 Cor 13:8

Christ which passes k Eph 3:19

is falsely called k 1 Tim 6:20

in the grace and k 2 Pet 3:18

KNOWN

In Judah God is k Ps 76:1

my mouth will I make k Ps 89:1

If you had k Me John 8:19

My sheep, and am k John 10:14

The world has not k John 17:25

peace they have not k Rom 3:17

I would not have k Rom 7:7

“For who has k Rom 11:34

after you have k Gal 4:9

requests be made k Phil 4:6

k the Holy Scriptures 2 Tim 3:15

KNOWS

For God k that in Gen 3:5

k the secrets of the Ps 44:21

he understands and k Jer 9:24

k what is in the Dan 2:22

k those who trust Nah 1:7

k the things you have Matt 6:8

and hour no one k Matt 24:36

k who the Son is Luke 10:22

but God k your hearts Luke 16:15

searches the hearts k Rom 8:27

k the things of God 1 Cor 2:11

k those who are His 2 Tim 2:19

to him who k to do James 4:17

and k all things 1 John 3:20

written which no one k Rev 2:17

KOHATH

Second son of Levi, Gen 46:8, 11

Brother of Jochebed, mother of Aaron and Moses, Ex 6:16–20

KOHATHITES

Numbered, Num 3:27, 28

Duties assigned to, Num 4:15–20

Leaders of temple music, 1 Chr 6:31–38; 2 Chr 20:19

KORAH

Leads rebellion against Moses and Aaron; supernaturally destroyed, Num 16:1–35

Sons of, not destroyed, Num 26:9–11

LABAN

Son of Bethuel; brother of Rebekah; father of Leah and Rachel, Gen 24:15, 24, 29; 29:16

Agrees to Rebekah’s marriage to Isaac, Gen 24:50, 51

Entertains Jacob, Gen 29:1–14

Substitutes Leah for Rachel, Gen 29:15–30

Agrees to division of cattle; grows resentful of Jacob, Gen 30:25–31:2

Pursues Jacob and makes covenant with him, Gen 31:21–55

LABOR

Six days you shall l Ex 20:9

why then do I l Job 9:29

their boast is only l Ps 90:10

The l of the righteous Prov 10:16

l will increase Prov 13:11

l there is profit Prov 14:23

things are full of l Eccl 1:8

has man for all his l Eccl 2:22

He shall see the l Is 53:11

“Before she was in l Is 66:7

from the womb to see l Jer 20:18

to Me, all you who l Matt 11:28

Do not l for the John 6:27

knowing that your l 1 Cor 15:58

but rather let him l Eph 4:28

mean fruit from my l Phil 1:22

your work of faith, l 1 Thess 1:3

forget your work and l Heb 6:10

your works, your l Rev 2:2

LABORED

l more abundantly than 1 Cor 15:10

for you, lest I have l Gal 4:11

LABORERS

but the l are few Matt 9:37

LABORING

of a l man is sweet Eccl 5:12

l night and day 1 Thess 2:9

LABORS

The person who l Prov 16:26

is no end to all his l Eccl 4:8

entered into their l John 4:38

creation groans and l Rom 8:22

l more abundant 2 Cor 11:23

may rest from their l Rev 14:13

LACHISH

Defeated by Joshua, Josh 10:3–33

Taken by Sennacherib, 2 Kin 18:13–17; Is 36:1, 2; 37:8

LACK

anyone perish for l Job 31:19

the LORD shall not l Ps 34:10

to the poor will not l Prov 28:27

What do I still l Matt 19:20

“One thing you l Mark 10:21

LACKED

among them who l Acts 4:34

LACKING

the things that are l Titus 1:5

LADDER

and behold, a l Gen 28:12

LADEN

nation, a people l Is 1:4

and are heavy l Matt 11:28

LADIES

wisest l answered her Judg 5:29

very day the noble l Esth 1:18

LADY

‘I shall be a l Is 47:7

To the elect l 2 John 1 

LAGGING

not l in diligence Rom 12:11

LAHAI ROI

Name of a well, Gen 16:7, 14

Same as Beer Lahai Roi, Gen 24:62

LAID

But man dies and is l Job 14:10

the place where they l Mark 16:6

“Where have you l John 11:34

LAISH

Called Leshem, Josh 19:47; Judg 18:29

Taken by Danites, Judg 18:7, 14, 27

LAKE

cast alive into the l Rev 19:20

LAMB

but where is the l Gen 22:7

took the poor man’s l 2 Sam 12:4

shall dwell with the l Is 11:6

He was led as a l Is 53:7

l shall feed together Is 65:25

The L of God who takes John 1:29

of Christ, as of a l 1 Pet 1:19

the elders, stood a L Rev 5:6

“Worthy is the L Rev 5:12

by the blood of the L Rev 12:11

Book of Life of the L Rev 13:8

supper of the L Rev 19:9

LAME

l take the prey Is 33:23

l shall leap like a Is 35:6

when you offer the l Mal 1:8

blind see and the l Matt 11:5

And a certain man l Acts 3:2

so that what is l Heb 12:13

LAMECH

Son of Methushael, of Cain’s race, Gen 4:17, 18

— Son of Methuselah; father of Noah, Gen 5:25–31

LAMENTATION

was heard in Ramah, l Jer 31:15

was heard in Ramah, l Matt 2:18

and made great l Acts 8:2

LAMP

For You are my l 2 Sam 22:29

“How often is the l Job 21:17

You will light my l Ps 18:28

Your word is a l Ps 119:105

the l of the wicked Prov 13:9

his l will be put out Prov 20:20

Nor do they light a l Matt 5:15

“The l of the body Matt 6:22

when he has lit a l Luke 8:16

l gives you light Luke 11:36

does not light a l Luke 15:8

burning and shining l John 5:35

l shall not shine Rev 18:23

They need no l nor Rev 22:5

LAMPS

he made its seven l Ex 37:23

Jerusalem with l Zeph 1:12

and trimmed their l Matt 25:7

Seven l of fire Rev 4:5

LAMPSTAND

branches of the l Ex 25:32

and there is a l Zech 4:2

a basket, but on a l Matt 5:15

in which was the l Heb 9:2

and remove your l Rev 2:5

LAND

l that I will show you Gen 12:1

l flowing with milk Ex 3:8

l which I am giving Josh 1:2

is heard in our l Song 2:12

they will see the l Is 33:17

Bethlehem, in the l Matt 2:6

LANDMARK

your neighbor’s l Deut 19:14

remove the ancient l Prov 22:28

those who remove a l Hos 5:10

LANGUAGE

whole earth had one l Gen 11:1

is no speech nor l Ps 19:3

a people of strange l Ps 114:1

the peoples a pure l Zeph 3:9

speak in his own l Acts 2:6

blasphemy, filthy l Col 3:8

LANGUAGES

according to their l Gen 10:20

be, so many kinds of l 1 Cor 14:10

LAODICEA

Paul’s concern for, Col 2:1; 4:12–16

Letter to church of, Rev 3:14–22

LAST

He shall stand at l Job 19:25

First and I am the L Is 44:6

l man the same as Matt 20:14

l will be first Matt 20:16

children, it is the l 1 John 2:18

the First and the L Rev 1:11

LATTER

former rain, and the l Joel 2:23

l times some will 1 Tim 4:1

LATTICE

I looked through my l Prov 7:6

gazing through the l Song 2:9

LAUGH

Why did Sarah l Gen 18:13

“God has made me l Gen 21:6

You, O LORD, shall l Ps 59:8

Woe to you who l Luke 6:25

LAUGHS

he l at the threat of Job 41:29

The Lord l at him Ps 37:13

LAUGHTER

was filled with l Ps 126:2

your l be turned to James 4:9

LAW

stones a copy of the l Josh 8:32

When He made a l Job 28:26

The l of the LORD is Ps 19:7

The l of his God is in Ps 37:31

I delight in Your l Ps 119:70

The l of Your mouth is Ps 119:72

l is my delight Ps 119:77

Oh, how I love Your l Ps 119:97

And Your l is truth Ps 119:142

and the l a light Prov 6:23

shall go forth the l Is 2:3

l will proceed from Me Is 51:4

in whose heart is My l Is 51:7

the L is no more Lam 2:9

The l of truth was in Mal 2:6

to destroy the L Matt 5:17

for this is the L Matt 7:12

hang all the L and the Matt 22:40

“The l and the Luke 16:16

l was given through John 1:17

“Does our l judge a John 7:51

l is the knowledge Rom 3:20

because the l brings Rom 4:15

when there is no l Rom 5:13

you are not under l Rom 6:14

Is the l sin Rom 7:7

For we know that the l Rom 7:14

warring against the l Rom 7:23

For what the l could Rom 8:3

who are without l 1 Cor 9:21

l that I might live Gal 2:19

under guard by the l Gal 3:23

born under the l Gal 4:4

l is fulfilled in one Gal 5:14

l is not made for a 1 Tim 1:9

into the perfect l James 1:25

fulfill the royal l James 2:8

LAWFUL

doing what is not l Matt 12:2

Is it l to pay taxes Matt 22:17

All things are l 1 Cor 6:12

LAWGIVER

Judah is My l Ps 60:7

the LORD is our L Is 33:22

There is one L James 4:12

LAWLESS

l one will be revealed 2 Thess 2:8

and hearing their l 2 Pet 2:8

LAWLESSNESS

Me, you who practice l Matt 7:23

l is already at work 2 Thess 2:7

and hated l Heb 1:9

and sin is l 1 John 3:4

LAWYERS

l rejected the will of Luke 7:30

Woe to you also, l Luke 11:46

LAY

nowhere to l His head Matt 8:20

l hands may receive Acts 8:19

Do not l hands on 1 Tim 5:22

l aside all James 1:21

LAZARUS

Beggar described in a parable, Luke 16:20–25

— Brother of Mary and Martha; raised from the dead, John 11:1–44

Attends a supper, John 12:1, 2

Jews seek to kill, John 12:9–11

LAZINESS

L casts one into a Prov 19:15

l the building decays Eccl 10:18

LAZY

l man will be put to Prov 12:24

l man does not roast Prov 12:27

soul of a l man desires Prov 13:4

l man buries his hand Prov 19:24

by the field of the l Prov 24:30

l man is wiser in his Prov 26:16

wicked and l servant Matt 25:26

liars, evil beasts, l Titus 1:12

LEAD

they sank like l Ex 15:10

L me in Your truth and Ps 25:5

L me and guide me Ps 31:3

Your hand shall l Ps 139:10

And do not l us into Matt 6:13

“Can the blind l Luke 6:39

LEADS

He l me beside the Ps 23:2

He l me in the paths Ps 23:3

And if the blind l Matt 15:14

by name and l them out John 10:3

the goodness of God l Rom 2:4

LEAF

plucked olive l Gen 8:11

Will You frighten a l Job 13:25

l will be green Jer 17:8

LEAH

Laban’s eldest daughter; given to Jacob deceitfully, Gen 29:16–27

Unloved by Jacob, but bears children, Gen 29:30–35; 30:16–21

LEAN

all your heart, and l Prov 3:5

Yet they l on the LORD Mic 3:11

LEANING

Then, l back on Jesus’John 13:25

l on the top of his Heb 11:21

LEANNESS

request, but sent l Ps 106:15

of hosts, will send l Is 10:16

LEAP

by my God I can l Ps 18:29

Then the lame shall l Is 35:6

LEARN

it, may hear and l Deut 31:13

l Your statutes Ps 119:71

lest you l his ways Prov 22:25

l to do good Is 1:17

neither shall they l Is 2:4

My yoke upon you and l Matt 11:29

Let a woman l in 1 Tim 2:11

let our people also l Titus 3:14

LEARNED

Me the tongue of the l Is 50:4

who has heard and l John 6:45

have not so l Christ Eph 4:20

in all things I have l Phil 4:12

l obedience by the Heb 5:8

LEARNING

hear and increase l Prov 1:5

l is driving you mad Acts 26:24

were written for our l Rom 15:4

LEAST

Judah, are not the l Matt 2:6

so, shall be called l Matt 5:19

For I am the l of the 1 Cor 15:9

LEAVE

a man shall l his Gen 2:24

He will not l you nor Deut 31:6

For You will not l Ps 16:10

do not l me nor Ps 27:9

“I will never l Heb 13:5

LEAVEN

day you shall remove l Ex 12:15

of heaven is like l Matt 13:33

and beware of the l Matt 16:6

know that a little l 1 Cor 5:6

l leavens the whole Gal 5:9

LEAVES

and they sewed fig l Gen 3:7

nothing on it but l Matt 21:19

l the sheep and flees John 10:12

The l of the tree Rev 22:2

LEBANON

Part of Israel’s inheritance, Josh 13:5–7

Not completely conquered, Judg 3:1–3

Source of materials for temple, 1 Kin 5:2–18; Ezra 3:7

Mentioned in prophecy, Is 10:34; 29:17; 35:2; Ezek 17:3; Hos 14:5–7

LEBBAEUS

See JUDAS

Surname of Judas (Jude), Matt 10:3

LED

l the people around by Ex 13:18

so the LORD alone l Deut 32:12

l them forth by the Ps 107:7

l them by the right Is 63:12

For as many as are l Rom 8:14

l captivity captive Eph 4:8

l away by various 2 Tim 3:6

LEFT

l hand know what your Matt 6:3

“See, we have l Matt 19:27

And everyone who has l Matt 19:29

LEGACY

shame shall be the l Prov 3:35

LEGS

Like the l of the lame Prov 26:7

l are pillars of Song 5:15

did not break His l John 19:33

LEHI

Samson kills Philistines at, Judg 15:9–19

LEMUEL

King taught by his mother, Prov 31:1–31

LEND

“If you l money to Ex 22:25

l him sufficient Deut 15:8

And if you l Luke 6:34





l me three loaves Luke 11:5

LENDER

is servant to the l Prov 22:7

as with the l Is 24:2

LENDING

and my servants, am l Neh 5:10

LENDS

ever merciful, and l Ps 37:26

deals graciously and l Ps 112:5

has pity on the poor l Prov 19:17

LENGTH

The l of the ark shall Gen 6:15

is your life and the l Deut 30:20

L of days is in her Prov 3:16

l is as great as its Rev 21:16

LENGTHENS

a shadow when it l Ps 109:23

LEOPARD

the l shall lie down Is 11:6

or the l its spots Jer 13:23

LEPERS

And when these l 2 Kin 7:8

And many l were in Luke 4:27

LET

“L there be light”Gen 1:3

L the little Matt 19:14

LETTER

the oldness of the l Rom 7:6

for the l kills 2 Cor 3:6

you sorry with my l 2 Cor 7:8

or by word or by l 2 Thess 2:2

LETTERS

does this Man know l John 7:15

or l of commendation 2 Cor 3:1

“For his l,” they say 2 Cor 10:10

with what large l Gal 6:11

LEVI

Third son of Jacob and Leah, Gen 29:34

Avenges rape of Dinah, Gen 34:25–31

Jacob’s prophecy concerning, Gen 49:5–7

Ancestor of Moses and Aaron, Ex 6:16–27

LEVIATHAN

“Can you draw out L Job 41:1

L which You have made Ps 104:26

LEVITE

“Is not Aaron the L Ex 4:14

Likewise a L Luke 10:32

a L of the country of Acts 4:36

LEVITES

Rewarded for dedication, Ex 32:26–29

Appointed over tabernacle, Num 1:47–54

Substituted for Israel’s firstborn, Num 3:12–45

Consecrated to the Lord’s service, Num 8:5–26

Cities assigned to, Num 35:2–8; Josh 14:3, 4; 1 Chr 6:54–81

Organized for temple service, 1 Chr 9:14–34; 23:1–26:28

LEVITICAL

were through the L Heb 7:11

LEWDNESS

wickedness, deceit, l Mark 7:22

drunkenness, not in l Rom 13:13

themselves over to l Eph 4:19

when we walked in l 1 Pet 4:3

LIAR

for he is a l and the John 8:44

but every man a l Rom 3:4

we make Him a l 1 John 1:10

Who is a l but he who 1 John 2:22

his brother, he is a l 1 John 4:20

God has made Him a l 1 John 5:10

LIARS

“All men are l Ps 116:11

Cretans are always l Titus 1:12

and have found them l Rev 2:2

l shall have their Rev 21:8

LIBERALITY

he who gives, with l Rom 12:8

the riches of their l 2 Cor 8:2

LIBERALLY

who gives to all l James 1:5

LIBERTY

year, and proclaim l Lev 25:10

And I will walk at l Ps 119:45

to proclaim l to the Is 61:1

to proclaim l to the Luke 4:18

into the glorious l Rom 8:21

For why is my l 1 Cor 10:29

Lord is, there is l 2 Cor 3:17

therefore in the l Gal 5:1

l as an opportunity Gal 5:13

the perfect law of l James 1:25

yet not using l 1 Pet 2:16

LIBNAH

Canaanite city, captured by Joshua, Josh 10:29, 30

Given to Aaron’s descendants, Josh 21:13

LIBYA

Mentioned in prophecy, Ezek 30:5; Dan 11:43

Jews from, present at Pentecost, Acts 2:1–10

LIE

man, that He should l Num 23:19

For now I will l Job 7:21

I will not l to David Ps 89:35

Do not l to one Col 3:9

God, who cannot l Titus 1:2

do not boast and l James 3:14

know it, and that no l 1 John 2:21

an abomination or a l Rev 21:27

LIED

They have l about the Jer 5:12

You have not l to men Acts 5:4

LIES

sin l at the door Gen 4:7

and he who speaks l Prov 19:5

speaking l in 1 Tim 4:2

and the whole world l 1 John 5:19

LIFE

the breath of l Gen 2:7

l was also in the Gen 2:9

then you shall give l Ex 21:23

For the l of the Lev 17:11

before you today l Deut 30:15

You have granted me l Job 10:12

in whose hand is the l Job 12:10

God takes away his l Job 27:8

with the light of l Job 33:30

He will redeem their l Ps 72:14

word has given me l Ps 119:50

regain the paths of l Prov 2:19

She is a tree of l Prov 3:18

so they will be l Prov 3:22

finds me finds l Prov 8:35

l winds upward for the Prov 15:24

thief hates his own l Prov 29:24

is that wisdom gives l Eccl 7:12

I have cut off my l Is 38:12

you the way of l Jer 21:8

l shall be as a prize Jer 39:18

not worry about your l Matt 6:25

l does not consist Luke 12:15

L is more than Luke 12:23

l was the light John 1:4

so the Son gives l John 5:21

as the Father has l John 5:26

spirit, and they are l John 6:63

have the light of l John 8:12

and I lay down My l John 10:15

resurrection and the l John 11:25

you lay down your l John 13:38

God, who gives l Rom 4:17

that pertain to this l 1 Cor 6:3

Lord Jesus, that the l 2 Cor 4:10

l which I now live Gal 2:20

l is hidden with Col 3:3

of God who gives l 1 Tim 6:13

For what is your l James 4:14

that pertain to l 2 Pet 1:3

l was manifested 1 John 1:2

and the pride of l 1 John 2:16

has given us eternal l 1 John 5:11

who has the Son has l 1 John 5:12

the Lamb’s Book of L Rev 21:27

right to the tree of l Rev 22:14

the water of l freely Rev 22:17

from the Book of L Rev 22:19

LIFT

I will l up my hands Ps 63:4

I will l up my eyes to Ps 121:1

l up your voice like a Is 58:1

l our hearts and hands Lam 3:41

Lord, and He will l James 4:10

LIFTED

O LORD, for You have l Ps 30:1

your heart is l Ezek 28:2

in Hades, he l up his Luke 16:23

the Son of Man be l John 3:14

And I, if I am l John 12:32

of Man must be l John 12:34

LIGHT

“Let there be l Gen 1:3

“The l of the wicked Job 18:5

l will shine on your Job 22:28

the wicked their l Job 38:15

to the dwelling of l Job 38:19

LORD, lift up the l Ps 4:6

The LORD is my l Ps 27:1

Oh, send out Your l Ps 43:3

L is sown for the Ps 97:11

and He has given us l Ps 118:27

and a l to my path Ps 119:105

The l of the righteous Prov 13:9

The l of the eyes Prov 15:30

The LORD gives l Prov 29:13

Truly the l is sweet Eccl 11:7

let us walk in the l Is 2:5

l is darkened by the Is 5:30

because there is no l Is 8:20

moon will be as the l Is 30:26

l shall break forth Is 58:8

for your l has come Is 60:1

be your everlasting l Is 60:20

gives the sun for a l Jer 31:35

l that goes Hos 6:5

“You are the l Matt 5:14

Let your l so shine Matt 5:16

body will be full of l Matt 6:22

than the sons of l Luke 16:8

and the life was the l John 1:4

That was the true L John 1:9

darkness rather than l John 3:19

evil hates the l John 3:20

truth comes to the l John 3:21

saying, “I am the l John 8:12

believe in the l John 12:36

I have come as a l John 12:46

l the hidden 1 Cor 4:5

God who commanded l 2 Cor 4:6

Walk as children of l Eph 5:8

You are all sons of l 1 Thess 5:5

and immortality to l 2 Tim 1:10

into His marvelous l 1 Pet 2:9

do well to heed as a l 2 Pet 1:19

to you, that God is l 1 John 1:5

l as He is in the 1 John 1:7

says he is in the l 1 John 2:9

The Lamb is its l Rev 21:23

Lord God gives them l Rev 22:5

LIGHTEN

L the yoke which 1 Kin 12:9

the sea, to l the load Jon 1:5

LIGHTLY

this, did I do it l 2 Cor 1:17

LIGHTNING

For as the l Matt 24:27

countenance was like l Matt 28:3

saw Satan fall like l Luke 10:18

LIGHTNINGS

were thunderings and l Ex 19:16

the l lit up the world Ps 77:18

l light the world Ps 97:4

the throne proceeded l Rev 4:5

LIGHTS

“Let there be l Gen 1:14

Him who made great l Ps 136:7

whom you shine as l Phil 2:15

from the Father of l James 1:17

LIKE

“Who is l You Ex 15:11

L a lily among thorns Song 2:2

be made l His brethren Heb 2:17

LIKE-MINDED

grant you to be l Rom 15:5

For I have no one l Phil 2:20

LIKENESS

according to Our l Gen 1:26

carved image—any l Ex 20:4

when I awake in Your l Ps 17:15

His own Son in the l Rom 8:3

and coming in the l Phil 2:7

LILY

the l of the valleys Song 2:1

Like a l among thorns Song 2:2

shall grow like the l Hos 14:5

LIMIT

Do you l wisdom to Job 15:8

to the sea its l Prov 8:29

LIMITED

l the Holy One of Ps 78:41

LINE

l has gone out through Ps 19:4

upon precept, l upon l Is 28:10

I am setting a plumb l Amos 7:8

LINEAGE

was of the house and l Luke 2:4

LINEN

her clothing is fine l Prov 31:22

wrapped Him in the l Mark 15:46

l is the righteous Rev 19:8

LINGER

Those who l long at Prov 23:30

salvation shall not l Is 46:13

LION

he lies down as a l Gen 49:9

like a fierce l Job 10:16

l shall eat straw Is 11:7

For I will be like a l Hos 5:14

LIONS

My soul is among l Ps 57:4

the mouths of l Heb 11:33

LIPS

of uncircumcised l Ex 6:12

off all flattering l Ps 12:3

Let the lying l Ps 31:18

The l of the righteous Prov 10:21

but the l of knowledge Prov 20:15

am a man of unclean l Is 6:5

asps is under their l Rom 3:13

other l I will speak 1 Cor 14:21

from evil, and his l 1 Pet 3:10

LISTEN

L carefully to Me Is 55:2

O Lord, l and act Dan 9:19

you are not able to l John 8:43

Why do you l to Him John 10:20

you who fear God, l Acts 13:16

LISTENS

but whoever l to me Prov 1:33

LITTLE

l foxes that spoil the Song 2:15

We have a l sister Song 8:8

upon line, here a l Is 28:10

though you are l Mic 5:2

indeed it came to l Hag 1:9

for I was a l angry Zech 1:15

l ones only a cup Matt 10:42

“O you of l faith Matt 14:31

Whoever receives one l Matt 18:5

to whom l is forgiven Luke 7:47

faithful in a very l Luke 19:17

exercise profits a l 1 Tim 4:8

LIVE

eat, and l forever Gen 3:22

a man does, he shall l Lev 18:5

I would not l forever Job 7:16

L joyfully with the Eccl 9:9

by these things men l Is 38:16

sin, he shall surely l Ezek 3:21

“Seek Me and l Amos 5:4

but the just shall l Hab 2:4

l by bread alone Matt 4:4

who feeds on Me will l John 6:57

for in Him we l Acts 17:28

l peaceably with all Rom 12:18

the life which I now l Gal 2:20

If we l in the Spirit Gal 5:25

to me, to l is Christ Phil 1:21

l godly in Christ 2 Tim 3:12

to l honorably Heb 13:18

l according to God in 1 Pet 4:6

LIVED

died and rose and l Rom 14:9

And they l and reigned Rev 20:4

LIVES

but man l by every Deut 8:3

have risked their l Acts 15:26

He l to God Rom 6:10

For none of us l Rom 14:7

but Christ l in me Gal 2:20

to lay down our l 1 John 3:16

I am He who l Rev 1:18

LIVING

and man became a l Gen 2:7

in the light of the l Ps 56:13

l will take it to Eccl 7:2

l know that they will Eccl 9:5

Why should a l man Lam 3:39

the dead, but of the l Matt 22:32

Why do you seek the l Luke 24:5

to be Judge of the l Acts 10:42

who will judge the l 2 Tim 4:1

the word of God is l Heb 4:12

ready to judge the l 1 Pet 4:5

l creature was like a Rev 4:7

LO-AMMI

Symbolic name of Hosea’s son, Hos 1:8, 9

LO-RUHAMAH

Symbolic name of Hosea’s daughter, Hos 1:6

LOAD

shall bear his own l Gal 6:5

LOATHE

I l my life Job 7:16

l themselves for the Ezek 6:9

LOATHSOME

but a wicked man is l Prov 13:5

LOAVES

have here only five l Matt 14:17

He took the seven l Matt 15:36

lend me three l Luke 11:5

you ate of the l John 6:26

LOCUST

What the chewing l Joel 1:4

left, the swarming l Joel 1:4

LOCUSTS

as numerous as l Judg 7:12

He spoke, and l came Ps 105:34

the l have no king Prov 30:27

and his food was l Matt 3:4

waist, and he ate l Mark 1:6

out of the smoke l Rev 9:3

LODGED

them in and l them Acts 10:23

children, if she has l 1 Tim 5:10

LOFTILY

they speak l Ps 73:8

LOFTY

haughty, nor my eyes l Ps 131:1

Wisdom is too l Prov 24:7

l are their eyes Prov 30:13

and L One who Is 57:15

LOINS

gird up the l of your 1 Pet 1:13

LONG

your days may be l Deut 5:16

who l for death Job 3:21

me the thing that I l Job 6:8

I l for Your salvation Ps 119:174

go around in l robes Mark 12:38

how greatly I l Phil 1:8

LONGSUFFERING

and gracious, l Ps 86:15

is love, joy, peace, l Gal 5:22

and gentleness, with l Eph 4:2

for all patience and l Col 1:11

might show all l 1 Tim 1:16

when once the Divine l 1 Pet 3:20

and consider that the l 2 Pet 3:15

LOOK

Do not l behind you Gen 19:17

who has a haughty l Ps 101:5

A proud l Prov 6:17

that day a man will l Is 17:7

L upon Zion Is 33:20

“L to Me Is 45:22

we l for light Is 59:9

we l for justice Is 59:11

l on Me whom they Zech 12:10

say to you, ‘L here Luke 17:23

of Israel could not l 2 Cor 3:7

while we do not l 2 Cor 4:18

Let each of you l Phil 2:4

L to yourselves 2 John 8

LOOKED

But when I l for good Job 30:26

They l to Him and were Ps 34:5

For He l down from the Ps 102:19

He l for justice Is 5:7

“We l for peace Jer 8:15

“You l for much Hag 1:9

the Lord turned and l Luke 22:61

for he l to the reward Heb 11:26

LOOKING

the plow, and l back Luke 9:62

l for the blessed hope Titus 2:13

l unto Jesus Heb 12:2

l carefully lest Heb 12:15

l for the mercy of Jude 21

LOOKS

Absalom for his good l 2 Sam 14:25

Then he l at men and Job 33:27

God l down from heaven Ps 53:2

The lofty l of man Is 2:11

to you that whoever l Matt 5:28

LOOM

and the web from the l Judg 16:14

cuts me off from the l Is 38:12

LOOSE

l the armor of kings Is 45:1

and whatever you l Matt 16:19

said to them, “L him John 11:44

LOOSED

You have l my bonds Ps 116:16

the silver cord is l Eccl 12:6

LORD

L is my strength Ex 15:2

L is a man of war Ex 15:3

L our God, the L Deut 6:4

sacrifice to the L your God Deut 17:1

may know that the L 1 Kin 8:60

If the L is God 1 Kin 18:21

You alone are the L Neh 9:6

The L of hosts Ps 24:10

belongs to the L Ps 89:18

let us sing to the L Ps 95:1

L is the great God Ps 95:3

Gracious is the L Ps 116:5

L surrounds His people Ps 125:2

The L is righteous Ps 129:4

L is near to all who Ps 145:18

L is a God of justice Is 30:18

L Our Righteousness Jer 23:6

L has done marvelous Joel 2:21

L God is my strength Hab 3:19

“The L is one Zech 14:9

shall not tempt the L Matt 4:7

shall worship the L Matt 4:10

Son of Man is also L Mark 2:28

who is Christ the L Luke 2:11

why do you call Me ‘L Luke 6:46

L is risen indeed Luke 24:34

call Me Teacher and L John 13:13

He is L of all Acts 10:36

‘Who are You, L Acts 26:15

with your mouth the L Rom 10:9

Greek, for the same L Rom 10:12

say that Jesus is L 1 Cor 12:3

second Man is the L 1 Cor 15:47

the Spirit of the L 2 Cor 3:17

that Jesus Christ is L Phil 2:11

and deny the only L Jude 4 

L God Omnipotent Rev 19:6

LORDS

many gods and many l 1 Cor 8:5

nor as being l over 1 Pet 5:3

for He is Lord of l Rev 17:14

LORDSHIP

Gentiles exercise l Luke 22:25

LOSE

gain, and a time to l Eccl 3:6

save his life will l Matt 16:25

reap if we do not l Gal 6:9

that we do not l 2 John 8 

LOSES

but if the salt l Matt 5:13

and l his own soul Matt 16:26

if she l one coin Luke 15:8

l his life will Luke 17:33

LOSS

he will suffer l 1 Cor 3:15

count all things l Phil 3:8

LOST

are dry, our hope is l Ezek 37:11

save that which was l Matt 18:11

the one which is l Luke 15:4

my sheep which was l Luke 15:6

the piece which I l Luke 15:9

and none of them is l John 17:12

You gave Me I have l John 18:9

LOT

Abram’s nephew; accompanies him, Gen 11:27–12:5; 13:1

Separates from Abram, Gen 13:5–12

Rescued by Abram, Gen 14:12–16

Saved from Sodom for his hospitality, Gen 19:1–29

Tricked into committing incest, Gen 19:30–38

LOT

shall be divided by l Num 26:55

You maintain my l Ps 16:5

cast in your l among Prov 1:14

l is cast into the lap Prov 16:33

LOT’S WIFE

Disobedient, becomes pillar of salt, Gen 19:26

Event to be remembered, Luke 17:32

LOTS

l causes contentions Prov 18:18

garments, casting l Mark 15:24

And they cast their l Acts 1:26

LOUD

I cried out with a l Gen 39:14

Him with l cymbals Ps 150:5

cried out with a l Matt 27:46

I heard behind me a l Rev 1:10

LOVE

l your neighbor as Lev 19:18

l the LORD your God Deut 6:5

your l to me was 2 Sam 1:26

How long will you l Ps 4:2

Oh, l the LORD Ps 31:23

l righteousness Ps 45:7

he has set his l Ps 91:14

Oh, how I l Your law Ps 119:97

peace have those who l Ps 119:165

preserves all who l Ps 145:20

us take our fill of l Prov 7:18

l covers all sins Prov 10:12

a time to l Eccl 3:8

People know neither l Eccl 9:1

l is better than wine Song 1:2

banner over me was l Song 2:4

stir up nor awaken l Song 3:5

I will give you my l Song 7:12

l is as strong as Song 8:6

waters cannot quench l Song 8:7

time was the time of l Ezek 16:8

backsliding, I will l Hos 14:4

do justly, to l mercy Mic 6:8

to you, l your enemies Matt 5:44

l those who l you Matt 5:46

which of them will l Luke 7:42

you do not have the l John 5:42

if you have l for one John 13:35

“If you l Me John 14:15

and My Father will l John 14:23

l one another as I John 15:12

l has no one than this John 15:13

l Me more than these John 21:15

of Jonah, do you l John 21:16

You know that I l John 21:16

because the l of God Rom 5:5

Let l be without Rom 12:9

to l one another Rom 13:8

L does no harm to a Rom 13:10

up, but l edifies 1 Cor 8:1

L suffers long and is 1 Cor 13:4

l does not envy 1 Cor 13:4

l does not parade 1 Cor 13:4

L never fails 1 Cor 13:8

greatest of these is l 1 Cor 13:13

For the l of Christ 2 Cor 5:14

and the God of l 2 Cor 13:11

of the Spirit is l Gal 5:22

Husbands, l your wives Eph 5:25

of the Son of His l Col 1:13

l your wives and do Col 3:19

the commandment is l 1 Tim 1:5

continue in faith, l 1 Tim 2:15

word, in conduct, in l 1 Tim 4:12

For the l of money is 1 Tim 6:10

l their husbands Titus 2:4

Let brotherly l Heb 13:1

having not seen you l 1 Pet 1:8

L the brotherhood 1 Pet 2:17

for “l will cover a 1 Pet 4:8

with a kiss of l 1 Pet 5:14

brotherly kindness l 2 Pet 1:7

loves the world, the l 1 John 2:15

we l the brethren 1 John 3:14

By this we know l 1 John 3:16

him, how does the l 1 John 3:17

Beloved, let us l 1 John 4:7

know God, for God is l 1 John 4:8

In this is l 1 John 4:10

If we l one another 1 John 4:12

L has been perfected 1 John 4:17

There is no fear in l 1 John 4:18

l Him because He first 1 John 4:19

who loves God must l 1 John 4:21

For this is the l 1 John 5:3

have left your first l Rev 2:4

and they did not l Rev 12:11

LOVED

Because the LORD has l 1 Kin 10:9

L one and friend You Ps 88:18

“I have l you Mal 1:2

Yet Jacob I have l Mal 1:2

forgiven, for she l Luke 7:47

so l the world that John 3:16

“See how He l John 11:36

whom Jesus l John 13:23

“As the Father l John 15:9

l them as You have John 17:23

“Jacob I have l Rom 9:13

the Son of God, who l Gal 2:20

l the church and gave Eph 5:25

l righteousness Heb 1:9

God, but that He l 1 John 4:10

Beloved, if God so l 1 John 4:11

To Him who l us and Rev 1:5

LOVELY

l is Your tabernacle Ps 84:1

l woman who lacks Prov 11:22

he is altogether l Song 5:16

whatever things are l Phil 4:8

LOVER

a l of what is good Titus 1:8

LOVERS

For men will be l 2 Tim 3:2

LOVES

l righteousness Ps 33:5

life, and l many days Ps 34:12

A friend l at all Prov 17:17

He who l father or Matt 10:37

l his life will lose John 12:25

l Me will be loved John 14:21

l a cheerful giver 2 Cor 9:7

who l his wife l Eph 5:28

If anyone l the world 1 John 2:15

l God must love his 1 John 4:21

l him who is 1 John 5:1

LOVESICK

apples, for I am l Song 2:5

you tell him I am l Song 5:8

LOVINGKINDNESS

not concealed Your l Ps 40:10

l is better than life Ps 63:3

to declare Your l Ps 92:2

l I have drawn Jer 31:3

LOW

He brings l and lifts 1 Sam 2:7

both l and high Ps 49:2

it l, He lays it l Is 26:5

and hill brought l Luke 3:5

LOWER

made him a little l Ps 8:5

shall go into the l Ps 63:9

made him a little l Heb 2:7

LOWEST

and sets over it the l Dan 4:17

LOWLINESS

with all l and Eph 4:2

or conceit, but in l Phil 2:3

LOWLY

yet He regards the l Ps 138:6

for I am gentle and l Matt 11:29

He has regarded the l Luke 1:48

and exalted the l Luke 1:52

in presence am l 2 Cor 10:1

l body that it may be Phil 3:21

l brother glory James 1:9

LOYAL

or else he will be l Matt 6:24

LUCIFER

Name applied to Satan, Is 14:12

LUKE

“The beloved physician,” Col 4:14

Paul’s last companion, 2 Tim 4:11

LUKEWARM

because you are l Rev 3:16

LUMP

from the same l Rom 9:21

you may be a new l 1 Cor 5:7

LUST

Do not l after her Prov 6:25

caught by their l Prov 11:6

looks at a woman to l Matt 5:28

not fulfill the l Gal 5:16

not in passion of l 1 Thess 4:5

You l and do not have James 4:2

the l of the flesh 1 John 2:16

LUSTS

to fulfill its l Rom 13:14

l which drown men 1 Tim 6:9

also youthful l 2 Tim 2:22

and worldly l Titus 2:12

to the former l 1 Pet 1:14

abstain from fleshly l 1 Pet 2:11

to their own ungodly l Jude 18

LUTE

Awake, l and harp Ps 57:8

l I will praise You Ps 71:22

harp with the l Ps 81:2

ten strings, on the l Ps 92:3

Awake, l and harp Ps 108:2

Praise Him with the l Ps 150:3

LUXURY

L is not fitting Prov 19:10

l are in kings’ courts Luke 7:25

in pleasure and l James 5:5

the abundance of her l Rev 18:3

LYDDA

Aeneas healed at, Acts 9:32–35

LYDIA

Woman of Thyatira; Paul’s first European convert, Acts 16:14, 15, 40

— District of Asia Minor containing Ephesus, Smyrna, Thyatira, and Sardis, Rev 1:11

LYING

I hate and abhor l Ps 119:163

righteous man hates l Prov 13:5

not trust in these l Jer 7:4

in swaddling cloths, l Luke 2:12

saw the linen cloths l John 20:5

putting away l Eph 4:25

signs, and l wonders 2 Thess 2:9

LYSIAS, CLAUDIUS

See CLAUDIUS LYSIAS

LYSTRA

Paul visits; is worshiped by people of and stoned by Jews, Acts 14:6–20

Home of Timothy, Acts 16:1, 2

MAACAH (or Maachah)

Small Syrian kingdom near Mt. Hermon, Deut 3:14

Not possessed by Israel, Josh 13:13

— David’s wife; mother of Absalom, 2 Sam 3:3

— Wife of Rehoboam; mother of King Abijah, 2 Chr 11:18–21

Makes idol; is deposed as queen mother, 1 Kin 15:13

MACEDONIA

Paul preaches in, Acts 16:9–17:14

Paul’s troubles in, 2 Cor 7:5

Churches of, generous, Rom 15:26; 2 Cor 8:1–5

MACHIR

Manasseh’s only son, Gen 50:23

Founder of the family of Machirites, Num 26:29

Conqueror of Gilead, Num 32:39, 40

MACHPELAH

Field containing a cave; bought by Abraham, Gen 23:9–18

Sarah and Abraham buried here, Gen 23:19; 25:9, 10

Isaac, Rebekah, Leah, and Jacob buried here, Gen 49:29–31

MAD

has a demon and is m John 10:20

he said, “I am not m Acts 26:25

MADE

m the stars also Gen 1:16

wife the LORD God m Gen 3:21

hear long ago how I m Is 37:26

things My hand has m Is 66:2

All things were m John 1:3

MADNESS

before them, m 1 Sam 21:13

wisdom and to know m Eccl 1:17

m is in their hearts Eccl 9:3

MAGDALENE

See MARY

MAGIC

women who sew m Ezek 13:18

m brought their books Acts 19:19

MAGNIFICENCE

m I cannot endure Job 31:23

MAGNIFIED

So let Your name be m 2 Sam 7:26

“Let the LORD be m Ps 35:27

for You have m Your Ps 138:2

the Lord Jesus was m Acts 19:17

also Christ will be m Phil 1:20

MAGNIFIES

“My soul m the Lord Luke 1:46

MAGNIFY

m the LORD with me Ps 34:3

m himself above every Dan 11:36

MAGOG

People among Japheth’s descendants, Gen 10:2

Associated with Gog, Ezek 38:2

Representatives of final enemies, Rev 20:8

MAHANAIM

Name given by Jacob to a sacred site, Gen 32:2

Becomes Ishbosheth’s capital, 2 Sam 2:8–29

David flees to, during Absalom’s rebellion, 2 Sam 17:24, 27

MAHER-SHALAL-HASH-BAZ

Symbolic name of Isaiah’s second son; prophetic of the fall of Damascus and Samaria, Is 8:1–4

MAHLON

Husband of Ruth; without child, Ruth 1:2–5

MAIDENS

Both young men and m Ps 148:12

She has sent out her m Prov 9:3

MAIDSERVANT

“I am Ruth, your m Ruth 3:9

save the son of Your m Ps 86:16

“Behold the m Luke 1:38

lowly state of His m Luke 1:48

MAIDSERVANTS

m shall lead her as Nah 2:7

m I will pour out My Acts 2:18

MAIMED

to enter into life m Mark 9:43

the poor and the m Luke 14:21

MAINTAIN

and m their cause 1 Kin 8:45

MAINTAINED

For You have m my Ps 9:4

MAJESTY

with God is awesome m Job 37:22

splendor of Your m Ps 145:5

right hand of the M Heb 1:3

eyewitnesses of His m 2 Pet 1:16

wise, be glory and m Jude 25

MAKE

“Let Us m man in Our Gen 1:26

let us m a name for Gen 11:4

m you a great nation Gen 12:2

“You shall not m Ex 20:4

m Our home with him John 14:23

MAKER

where is God my M Job 35:10

man will look to his M Is 17:7

who strives with his M Is 45:9

M is your husband Is 54:5

has forgotten his M Hos 8:14

builder and m is God Heb 11:10

MALACHI

Prophet and writer, Mal 1:1

MALCHISHUA

Son of King Saul, 1 Sam 14:49

Killed at Gilboa, 1 Sam 31:2

MALCHUS

Servant of the high priest, John 18:10

MALICE

in m be babes 1 Cor 14:20

pleasures, living in m Titus 3:3

laying aside all m 1 Pet 2:1

MALICIOUSNESS

covetousness, m Rom 1:29

MALIGN

m a servant to his Prov 30:10

MALTA

Paul’s shipwreck, Acts 28:1–8

MAMRE

Town or district near Hebron, Gen 23:19

Abram dwells by the oaks of, Gen 13:18

MAN

“Let Us make m Gen 1:26

“You are the m 2 Sam 12:7

“What is m Job 7:17

For an empty-headed m Job 11:12

“Are you the first m Job 15:7

m that You are mindful Ps 8:4

What can m do to me Ps 118:6

coming of the Son of M Matt 24:27

“Behold the M John 19:5

m is not from woman 1 Cor 11:8

since by m came death 1 Cor 15:21

though our outward m 2 Cor 4:16

in Himself one new m Eph 2:15

that the m of God may 2 Tim 3:17

is the number of a m Rev 13:18

MANASSEH

Joseph’s firstborn son, Gen 41:50, 51

Adopted by Jacob, Gen 48:5, 6

Loses his birthright to Ephraim, Gen 48:13–20

— Tribe of:

Numbered, Num 1:34, 35

Half-tribe of, settle east of Jordan, Num 32:33–42; Deut 3:12–15

Help Joshua against Canaanites, Josh 1:12–18

Land assigned to western half-tribe, Josh 17:1–13

Eastern half-tribe builds altar, Josh 22:9–34

Some of, help David, 1 Chr 12:19–31

— Wicked king of Judah; son of Hezekiah, 2 Kin 21:1–18; 2 Chr 33:1–9

Captured and taken to Babylon; repents and is restored, 2 Chr 33:10–13

Removes idols and altars, 2 Chr 33:14–20

MANGER

Will he bed by your m Job 39:9

and laid Him in a m Luke 2:7

the Babe lying in a m Luke 2:16

MANIFEST

m Myself to him John 14:21

is it that You will m John 14:22

MANIFESTATION

But the m of the 1 Cor 12:7

deceitfully, but by m 2 Cor 4:2

MANIFESTED

“I have m Your name John 17:6

God was m in the flesh 1 Tim 3:16

the life was m 1 John 1:2

the love of God was m 1 John 4:9

MANIFOLD

m are Your works Ps 104:24

the m wisdom of God Eph 3:10

good stewards of the m 1 Pet 4:10

MANNA

of Israel ate m Ex 16:35

had rained down m Ps 78:24

Our fathers ate the m John 6:31

of the hidden m Rev 2:17

MANNER

Is this the m of man 2 Sam 7:19

in an unworthy m 1 Cor 11:27

sorrowed in a godly m 2 Cor 7:11

as is the m of some Heb 10:25

what m of persons 2 Pet 3:11

Behold what m of love 1 John 3:1

m worthy of God 3 John 6

MANOAH

Danite; father of Samson, Judg 13:1–25

MANSIONS

house are many m John 14:2

MANTLE

Then he took the m 2 Kin 2:14

MARA

Name chosen by Naomi, Ruth 1:20

MARAH

First Israelite camp after passing through the Red Sea, Num 33:8, 9

MARCHED

people, when You m Ps 68:7

MARK (John)

Son of Mary of Jerusalem; travels with Barnabas and Saul, Acts 12:12, 25

Leaves Paul at Perga, Acts 13:13

Barnabas and Paul separate because of him, Acts 15:37–40

Later approved by Paul, Col 4:10; 2 Tim 4:11

Companion of Peter, 1 Pet 5:13

Author of the second Gospel, Mark 1:1

MARK

And the LORD set a m Gen 4:15

M the blameless man Ps 37:37

slave, to receive a m Rev 13:16

whoever receives the m Rev 14:11

MARKET

is sold in the meat m 1 Cor 10:25

MARRED

so His visage was m Is 52:14

he made of clay was m Jer 18:4

MARRIAGE

nor are given in m Matt 22:30

her in m does well 1 Cor 7:38

M is honorable among Heb 13:4

the m of the Lamb has Rev 19:7

MARRIED

“for I am m to you Jer 3:14

But he who is m 1 Cor 7:33

But she who is m 1 Cor 7:34

MARROW

and of joints and m Heb 4:12

MARRY

it is better not to m Matt 19:10

they neither m nor are Matt 22:30

let them m 1 Cor 7:9

forbidding to m 1 Tim 4:3

the younger widows m 1 Tim 5:14

MARRYING

and drinking, m Matt 24:38

MARTHA

Sister of Mary and Lazarus; loved by Jesus, John 11:1–5

Affirms her faith, John 11:19–28

Offers hospitality to Jesus, Luke 10:38; John 12:1, 2

Gently rebuked by Christ, Luke 10:39–42

MARTYR

m Stephen was shed Acts 22:20

was My faithful m Rev 2:13

MARTYRS

the blood of the m Rev 17:6

MARVEL

Do not m at this John 5:28

MARVELED

Jesus heard it, He m Matt 8:10

And the multitudes m Matt 9:33

so that Pilate m Mark 15:5

And all the world m Rev 13:3

when I saw her, I m Rev 17:6

MARVELOUS

m things He did Ps 78:12

It is m in our eyes Ps 118:23

M are Your works Ps 139:14

of darkness into His m 1 Pet 2:9

MARVELS

people I will do m Ex 34:10

MARY

Mother of Christ, Matt 1:16

Visited by angel, Luke 1:26–38

Visits Elizabeth and offers praise, Luke 1:39–56

Gives birth to Jesus, Luke 2:6–20

Flees to Egypt, Matt 2:13–18

Visits Jerusalem with Jesus, Luke 2:41–52

Entrusted to John’s care, John 19:25–27

— Mother of James and Joses; present at crucifixion and burial, Matt 27:55–61

Sees the risen Lord; informs disciples, Matt 28:1–10

— Magdalene; delivered from seven demons; supports Christ’s ministry, Luke 8:2, 3

Present at crucifixion and burial, Matt 27:55–61

First to see the risen Lord, Mark 16:1–10; John 20:1–18

— Sister of Martha and Lazarus; loved by Jesus, John 11:1–5

Grieves for Lazarus, John 11:19, 20, 28–33

Anoints Jesus, Matt 26:6–13; John 12:1–8

Commended by Jesus, Luke 10:38–42

— Mark’s mother, Acts 12:12–17

MASSAH AND MERIBAH

First, at Rephidim, Israel just out of Egypt, Ex 17:1–7

Second, at Kadesh Barnea, 40 years later, Num 20:1–13

MASTER

of Abraham his m Gen 24:9

a servant like his m Matt 10:25

greater than his m John 15:20

m builder I have laid 1 Cor 3:10

and useful for the M 2 Tim 2:21

MASTERS

m besides You have Is 26:13

can serve two m Luke 16:13

M, give your bondservants Col 4:1

who have believing m 1 Tim 6:2

MATTANIAH

King Zedekiah’s original name, 2 Kin 24:17

MATTER

m is found in me Job 19:28

He who answers a m Prov 18:13

MATTERS

the weightier m Matt 23:23

judge the smallest m 1 Cor 6:2

MATTHEW

Becomes Christ’s follower, Matt 9:9

Chosen as one of the Twelve, Matt 10:2, 3

Called Levi, the son of Alphaeus, Mark 2:14

Author of the first Gospel, Matt (title)

MATTHIAS

Chosen by lot to replace Judas, Acts 1:15–26

MATURE

among those who are m 1 Cor 2:6

understanding be m 1 Cor 14:20

us, as many as are m Phil 3:15

MEAN

What do you m Ex 12:26

MEANING

‘What is the m Deut 6:20

if I do not know the m 1 Cor 14:11

MEANT

but God m it for good Gen 50:20

MEASURE

a perfect and just m Deut 25:15

apportion the waters by m Job 28:25

and the short m Mic 6:10

give the Spirit by m John 3:34

to each one a m Rom 12:3

m the temple of God Rev 11:1

MEASURED

m the waters in the Is 40:12

you use, it will be m Matt 7:2

Then he m its wall Rev 21:17

MEASURES

your house differing m Deut 25:14

weights and diverse m Prov 20:10

MEASURING

the man’s hand was a m Ezek 40:5

behold, a man with a m Zech 2:1

m themselves by 2 Cor 10:12

given a reed like a m Rev 11:1

MEAT

Can He provide m Ps 78:20

He also rained m Ps 78:27

good neither to eat m Rom 14:21

will never again eat m 1 Cor 8:13

is sold in the m 1 Cor 10:25

MEDDLE

why should you m 2 Kin 14:10

MEDES, MEDIA

Part of Medo-Persian Empire, Esth 1:19

Israel deported to, 2 Kin 17:6

Babylon falls to, Dan 5:30, 31

Daniel rises high in kingdom of, Dan 6:1–28

Cyrus, king of, allows Jews to return, 2 Chr 36:22, 23

Agents in Babylon’s fall, Is 13:17–19

MEDIATE

a mediator does not m Gal 3:20

MEDIATOR

Nor is there any m Job 9:33

by the hand of a m Gal 3:19

is one God and one M 1 Tim 2:5

as He is also M Heb 8:6

to Jesus the M of the Heb 12:24

MEDICINE

does good, like m Prov 17:22

their leaves for m Ezek 47:12

MEDITATE

Isaac went out to m Gen 24:63

but you shall m Josh 1:8

M within your heart on Ps 4:4

I m within my heart Ps 77:6

I will m on Your Ps 119:15

Your heart will m Is 33:18

m beforehand on what Luke 21:14

m on these things Phil 4:8

MEDITATES

in His law he m Ps 1:2

MEDITATION

of my mouth and the m Ps 19:14

m be sweet to Him Ps 104:34

It is my m all the day Ps 119:97

MEDITERRANEAN SEA

Described as:

Sea, Gen 49:13

Great Sea, Josh 1:4; 9:1

Sea of the Philistines, Ex 23:31

Western Sea, Deut 11:24; Joel 2:20; Zech 14:8

MEDIUM

a woman who is a m Lev 20:27

a woman who is a m 1 Sam 28:7

MEDIUM’S

shall be like a m Is 29:4

MEDIUMS

“Seek those who are m Is 8:19

MEEK

with equity for the m Is 11:4

Blessed are the m Matt 5:5

MEEKNESS

with you by the m 2 Cor 10:1

are done in the m James 3:13

MEET

For You m him with the Ps 21:3

prepare to m your God Amos 4:12

go out to m him Matt 25:6

m the Lord in the air 1 Thess 4:17

MEETING

In the tabernacle of m Ex 27:21

burned up all the m Ps 74:8

MEGIDDO

City of Canaan; scene of battles, Judg 5:19–21; 2 Kin 23:29, 30

Fortified by Solomon, 1 Kin 9:15

Possible site of Armageddon, Rev 16:16

MELCHIZEDEK

Priest and king of Salem, Gen 14:18–20

Type of Christ’s eternal priesthood, Heb 7:1–22

MELODY

make sweet m Is 23:16

singing and making m Eph 5:19

MELT

You make his beauty m Ps 39:11

man’s heart will m Is 13:7

the elements will m 2 Pet 3:10

MEMBER

body is not one m 1 Cor 12:14

tongue is a little m James 3:5

MEMBERS

you that one of your m Matt 5:29

do not present your m Rom 6:13

that your bodies are m 1 Cor 6:15

neighbor, for we are m Eph 4:25

MEMORIAL

and this is My m Ex 3:15

also be told as a m Matt 26:13

be told of as a m Mark 14:9

MEMORY

The m of him perishes Job 18:17

He may cut off the m Ps 109:15

The m of the righteous Prov 10:7

MEMPHIS (or Noph)

Ancient capital of Egypt, Hos 9:6

Prophesied against by Isaiah, Is 19:13

Jews flee to, Jer 44:1

Denounced by the prophets, Jer 46:19

MEN

m began to call on the Gen 4:26

saw the daughters of m Gen 6:2

you shall die like m Ps 82:7

the Egyptians are m Is 31:3

make you fishers of m Matt 4:19

goodwill toward m Luke 2:14

from heaven or from m Luke 20:4

Likewise also the m Rom 1:27

let no one boast in m 1 Cor 3:21

the Lord, and not to m Eph 6:7

between God and m 1 Tim 2:5

MENAHEM

Cruel king of Israel, 2 Kin 15:14–18

MENSERVANTS

And also on My m Joel 2:29

And on My m and on My Acts 2:18

MENTION

I will make m of Your Ps 71:16

by You only we make m Is 26:13

You who make m of the Is 62:6

he was dying, made m Heb 11:22

MEPHIBOSHETH

Son of King Saul, 2 Sam 21:8

— Grandson of King Saul; crippled son of Jonathan, 2 Sam 4:4–6

Sought out and honored by David, 2 Sam 9:1–13

Accused by Ziba, 2 Sam 16:1–4

Later explains himself to David, 2 Sam 19:24–30

Spared by David, 2 Sam 21:7

MERAB

King Saul’s eldest daughter, 1 Sam 14:49

Saul promises her to David, but gives her to Adriel, 1 Sam 18:17–19

MERARI

Third son of Levi, Gen 46:11

— Descendants of, called Merarites:

Duties in the tabernacle, Num 3:35–37

Cities assigned to, Josh 21:7, 34–40

Duties in the temple, 1 Chr 26:10–19

Assist Ezra after exile, Ezra 8:18, 19

MERCHANDISE

perceives that her m Prov 31:18

house a house of m John 2:16

MERCHANTS

set it in a city of m Ezek 17:4

have multiplied your m Nah 3:16

m were the great men Rev 18:23

MERCIES

for His m are great 2 Sam 24:14

and His tender m Ps 145:9

give you the sure m Acts 13:34

the Father of m 2 Cor 1:3

MERCIFUL

LORD, the LORD God, m Ex 34:6

He is ever m Ps 37:26

God be m to us and Ps 67:1

Blessed are the m Matt 5:7

saying, ‘God be m Luke 18:13

For I will be m Heb 8:12

compassionate and m James 5:11

MERCY

but showing m to Ex 20:6

and abundant in m Num 14:18

m endures forever 1 Chr 16:34

to Your m remember me Ps 25:7

I trust in the m Ps 52:8

shall send forth His m Ps 57:3

You, O Lord, belongs m Ps 62:12

m ceased forever Ps 77:8

M and truth have met Ps 85:10

M shall be built Ps 89:2

m and truth go before Ps 89:14

m is everlasting Ps 100:5

I will sing of m Ps 101:1

For Your m is great Ps 108:4

is full of Your m Ps 119:64

the LORD there is m Ps 130:7

Let not m and truth Prov 3:3

who honors Him has m Prov 14:31

cruel and have no m Jer 6:23

Lord our God belong m Dan 9:9

For I desire m and not Hos 6:6

do justly, to love m Mic 6:8

‘I desire m and not Matt 9:13

And His m is on those Luke 1:50

“I will have m Rom 9:15

of God who shows m Rom 9:16

that He might have m Rom 11:32

m has made trustworthy 1 Cor 7:25

as we have received m 2 Cor 4:1

God, who is rich in m Eph 2:4

but I obtained m 1 Tim 1:13

that he may find m 2 Tim 1:18

to His m He saved us Titus 3:5

that we may obtain m Heb 4:16

judgment is without m James 2:13

God, looking for the m Jude 21

MERIB-BAAL

Another name for Mephibosheth, 1 Chr 8:34

MERODACH

Supreme deity of the Babylonians, Jer 50:2

Otherwise called Bel, Is 46:1

MERODACH-BALADAN

Sends ambassadors to Hezekiah, Is 39:1–8

Also called Berodach-Baladan, 2 Kin 20:12

MERRY

m heart makes a Prov 15:13

eat, drink, and be m Eccl 8:15

we should make m Luke 15:32

MESHACH

Name given to Mishael, Dan 1:7

Advanced to high position, Dan 2:49

Remains faithful in testing, Dan 3:13–30

MESHECH

Son of Japheth, Gen 10:2

His descendants, mentioned in prophecy, Ezek 27:13; 32:26; 38:2, 3

MESOPOTAMIA

Home of Abraham’s relatives, Gen 24:4, 10, 15

Called Padan Aram and Syria, Gen 25:20; 31:20, 24

Israel enslaved to, Judg 3:8–10

Jews from, present at Pentecost, Acts 2:9

MESSAGE

I have heard a m Jer 49:14

For the m of the cross 1 Cor 1:18

MESSENGER

is a faithful m Prov 25:13

“Behold, I send My m Mal 3:1

‘Behold, I send My m Matt 11:10

MESSIAH

until M the Prince Dan 9:25

“We have found the M John 1:41

METHUSELAH

Oldest man on record, Gen 5:27

MICAH

Prophet, contemporary of Isaiah, Is 1:1; Mic 1:1

MICAIAH (or Michaiah)

Prophet who predicts Ahab’s death, 1 Kin 22:8–28

— Contemporary of Jeremiah, Jer 36:11–13

MICHAEL

Chief prince, Dan 10:13, 21

Disputes with Satan, Jude 9

Fights the dragon, Rev 12:7–9

MICHAL

Daughter of King Saul, 1 Sam 14:49

Loves and marries David, 1 Sam 18:20–28

Saves David from Saul, 1 Sam 19:9–17

Given to Palti, 1 Sam 25:44

David demands her from Abner, 2 Sam 3:13–16

Ridicules David; becomes barren, 2 Sam 6:16–23

MICHMASH

Site of battle with Philistines, 1 Sam 13:5, 11, 16, 23

Scene of Jonathan’s victory, 1 Sam 14:1–16

MIDIAN

Son of Abraham by Keturah, Gen 25:1–4

— Region in the Arabian desert occupied by the Midianites, Gen 25:6; Ex 2:15

MIDIANITES

Descendants of Abraham by Keturah, Gen 25:1, 2

Moses flees to, Ex 2:15

Join Moab in cursing Israel, Num 22:4–7

Intermarriage with incurs God’s wrath, Num 25:1–18

Defeated by Israel, Num 31:1–10

Oppress Israel; defeated by Gideon, Judg 6; 7

MIDST

God is in the m Ps 46:5

that I am in the m Joel 2:27

I am there in the m Matt 18:20

MIGHT

‘My power and the m Deut 8:17

shall speak of the m Ps 145:6

the greatness of His m Is 40:26

man glory in his m Jer 9:23

their m has failed Jer 51:30

‘Not by m nor by Zech 4:6

in the power of His m Eph 6:10

greater in power and m 2 Pet 2:11

honor and power and m Rev 7:12

MIGHTIER

coming after me is m Matt 3:11

MIGHTILY

to shake the earth m Is 2:19

which works in me m Col 1:29

MIGHTY

He was a m hunter Gen 10:9

for they are too m Num 22:6

How the m have fallen 2 Sam 1:19

is wise in heart and m Job 9:4

The LORD m in battle Ps 24:8

their Redeemer is m Prov 23:11

Woe to men m at Is 5:22

great in counsel and m Jer 32:19

m men are made red Nah 2:3

m has done great Luke 1:49

He has put down the m Luke 1:52

the flesh, not many m 1 Cor 1:26

the working of His m Eph 1:19

from heaven with His m 2 Thess 1:7

MILCOM

Solomon went after, 1 Kin 11:5

Altar destroyed by Josiah, 2 Kin 23:12, 13

MILETUS

Paul meets Ephesian elders here, Acts 20:15–38

Paul leaves Trophimus here, 2 Tim 4:20

MILK

for water, she gave m Judg 5:25

honey and m are under Song 4:11

come, buy wine and m Is 55:1

and whiter than m Lam 4:7

shall flow with m Joel 3:18

have come to need m Heb 5:12

m is unskilled in the Heb 5:13

desire the pure m 1 Pet 2:2

MILL

be grinding at the m Matt 24:41

MILLO

Fort at Jerusalem, 2 Sam 5:9

Prepared by Solomon, 1 Kin 9:15

Strengthened by Hezekiah, 2 Chr 32:5

Scene of Joash’s death, 2 Kin 12:20, 21

MILLSTONE

m were hung around his Matt 18:6

a stone like a great m Rev 18:21

MIND

put wisdom in the m Job 38:36

perfect peace, whose m Is 26:3

nor have an anxious m Luke 12:29

m I myself serve the Rom 7:25

who has known the m Rom 11:34

Be of the same m Rom 12:16

convinced in his own m Rom 14:5

“who has known the m 1 Cor 2:16

you are out of your m 1 Cor 14:23

Let this m be in you Phil 2:5

to m your own 1 Thess 4:11

love and of a sound m 2 Tim 1:7

MINDFUL

is man that You are m Ps 8:4

The LORD has been m Ps 115:12

for you are not m Matt 16:23

is man that You are m Heb 2:6

MINDS

people change their m Ex 13:17

put My law in their m Jer 31:33

I stir up your pure m 2 Pet 3:1

He who searches the m Rev 2:23

MINISTER

to make you a m Acts 26:16

for he is God’s m Rom 13:4

you will be a good m 1 Tim 4:6

a M of the sanctuary Heb 8:2

MINISTERED

But the child m 1 Sam 2:11

a thousand thousands m Dan 7:10

As they m to the Lord Acts 13:2

MINISTERS

angels spirits, His m Ps 104:4

for they are God’s m Rom 13:6

commend ourselves as m 2 Cor 6:4

Are they m of Christ 2 Cor 11:23

If anyone m 1 Pet 4:11

MINISTRIES

are differences of m 1 Cor 12:5

MINISTRY

I magnify my m Rom 11:13

But if the m of death 2 Cor 3:7

since we have this m 2 Cor 4:1

and has given us the m 2 Cor 5:18

for the work of m Eph 4:12

m which you have Col 4:17

fulfill your m 2 Tim 4:5

a more excellent m Heb 8:6

MINT

For you pay tithe of m Matt 23:23

MIRACLE

saying, ‘Show a m Ex 7:9

no one who works a m Mark 9:39

that a notable m Acts 4:16

MIRACLES

God worked unusual m Acts 19:11

the working of m 1 Cor 12:10

Are all workers of m 1 Cor 12:29

with various m Heb 2:4

MIRIAM

Sister of Aaron and Moses, Num 26:59

Chosen by God; called a prophetess, Ex 15:20

Punished for rebellion, Num 12:1–16

Buried at Kadesh, Num 20:1

MIRTH

I will test you with m Eccl 2:1

is in the house of m Eccl 7:4

joy is darkened, the m Is 24:11

MISER

eat the bread of a m Prov 23:6

MISERIES

m that are coming James 5:1

MISERY

would forget your m Job 11:16

and remember his m Prov 31:7

MISTREATED

But the Egyptians m Deut 26:6

those who are m Heb 13:3

MISTREATS

m his father and Prov 19:26

MITES

widow putting in two m Luke 21:2

MIZPAH

Site of covenant between Jacob and Laban, Gen 31:44–53

— Town of Benjamin; outraged Israelites gather here, Josh 18:21, 26; Judg 20:1, 3





Samuel gathers Israel, 1 Sam 7:5–16; 10:17–25

Residence of Gedaliah, 2 Kin 25:23, 25

MOAB

Son of Lot, Gen 19:33–37

— Country of the Moabites, Deut 1:5

MOABITES

Descendants of Lot, Gen 19:36, 37

Join Midian in cursing Israel, Num 22:4

Excluded from Israel, Deut 23:3–6

Kindred of Ruth, Ruth 1:4

Subdued by Israel, 1 Sam 14:47; 2 Sam 8:2; 2 Kin 3:4–27

Women of, lead Solomon astray, 1 Kin 11:1–8

Prophecies concerning, Is 11:14; 15:1–9; Jer 48:1–47; Amos 2:1–3

MOAN

m sadly like doves Is 59:11

MOCK

I will m when your Prov 1:26

Fools m at sin Prov 14:9

to the Gentiles to m Matt 20:19

MOCKED

at noon, that Elijah m 1 Kin 18:27

“I am one m by his Job 12:4

knee before Him and m Matt 27:29

deceived, God is not m Gal 6:7

MOCKER

Wine is a m Prov 20:1

MOCKERS

that there would be m Jude 18

MOCKINGS

others had trial of m Heb 11:36

MOCKS

He who m the poor Prov 17:5

MODERATION

with propriety and m 1 Tim 2:9

MOLECH

God of the Ammonites; worshiped by Solomon, 1 Kin 11:7

Human sacrifice made to, Lev 18:21; 2 Kin 23:10

MOMENT

consume them in a m Num 16:21

In a m they die Job 34:20

face from you for a m Is 54:8

in a m, in the 1 Cor 15:52

which is but for a m 2 Cor 4:17

MONEY

does not put out his m Ps 15:5

m answers every Eccl 10:19

be redeemed without m Is 52:3

and you who have no m Is 55:1

of the m changers Matt 21:12

and hid his lord’s m Matt 25:18

promised to give him m Mark 14:11

Carry neither m Luke 10:4

I sent you without m Luke 22:35

the m changers doing John 2:14

be purchased with m Acts 8:20

not greedy for m 1 Tim 3:3

m is a root of all 1 Tim 6:10

not greedy for m Titus 1:7

MONSTER

me up like a m Jer 51:34

of Egypt, O great m Ezek 29:3

MOON

until the m is no more Ps 72:7

morning, fair as the m Song 6:10

sun and m grow dark Joel 2:10

m will not give its Mark 13:24

MORDECAI

Esther’s guardian; advises her, Esth 2:5–20

Reveals plot to kill the king, Esth 2:21–23

Refuses homage to Haman, Esth 3:1–6

Honored by the king, Esth 6:1–12

Exalted highly, Esth 8:15; 9:4

Institutes feast of Purim, Esth 9:20–31

MORIAH

God commands Abraham to sacrifice Isaac here, Gen 22:1–13

Site of Solomon’s temple, 2 Chr 3:1

MORNING

the eyelids of the m Job 41:18

Evening and m and at Ps 55:17

the wings of the m Ps 139:9

looks forth as the m Song 6:10

Lucifer, son of the m Is 14:12

established as the m Hos 6:3

very early in the m Luke 24:1

the Bright and M Star Rev 22:16

MORSEL

or eaten my m by Job 31:17

Better is a dry m Prov 17:1

Esau, who for one m Heb 12:16

MORTAL

sin reign in your m Rom 6:12

and this m must put 1 Cor 15:53

MORTALITY

m may be swallowed 2 Cor 5:4

MORTALS

with idolatrous m Ps 26:4

MOSES

Born; hidden by mother; adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter, Ex 2:1–10

Kills Egyptian and flees to Midian, Ex 2:11–22

Receives call from God, Ex 3:1–4:17

Returns to Israelites in Egypt, Ex 4:18–31

Wins Israel’s deliverance with plagues, Ex 5:1–6:13; 6:28–11:10; 12:29–42

Leads Israel out of Egypt and through the Red Sea, Ex 13:17–14:31

His song of praise, Ex 15:1–18

Provides miraculously for the people, Ex 15:22–17:7

Appoints judges, Ex 18

Receives the law on Mount Sinai, Ex 19–23

Receives instructions for tabernacle, Ex 25–31

Intercedes for Israel’s sin, Ex 32

Recommissioned and encouraged, Ex 33; 34

Further instructions and building of the tabernacle, Ex 35–40

Consecrates Aaron, Lev 8:1–36

Takes census, Num 1:1–54

Resumes journey to Canaan, Num 10:11–36

Complains; 70 elders appointed, Num 11:1–35

Intercedes for people when they refuse to enter Canaan, Num 14:11–25

Puts down Korah’s rebellion, Num 16

Sins in anger, Num 20:1–13

Makes bronze serpent, Num 21:4–9

Travels toward Canaan, Num 21:10–20

Takes second census, Num 26

Commissions Joshua as his successor, Num 27:12–23

Receives further laws, Num 28–30

Commands conquest of Midian, Num 31

Final instructions, Num 32–36

Forbidden to enter Promised Land, Deut 3:23–28

Gives farewell messages, Deut 32; 33

Sees Promised Land; dies, Deut 34:1–7

Is mourned and extolled, Deut 34:8–12

Appears with Christ at Transfiguration, Matt 17:1–3

MOST

His mouth is m sweet Song 5:16

on your m holy faith Jude 20

MOTH

m will eat them Is 50:9

where m and rust Matt 6:19

MOTHER

because she was the m Gen 3:20

like a joyful m Ps 113:9

the only one of her m Song 6:9

m might have been my Jer 20:17

leave his father and m Matt 19:5

“Behold your m John 19:27

free, which is the m Gal 4:26

The M of Harlots Rev 17:5

MOUNT

come up to M Sinai Ex 19:23

you like M Carmel Song 7:5

they shall m up with Is 40:31

for this Hagar is M Gal 4:25

MOUNT CARMEL

Prophets gather at, 1 Kin 18:19, 20

Elisha journeys to, 2 Kin 2:25

Shunammite woman comes to Elisha at, 2 Kin 4:25

MOUNT EBAL

Cursed by God, Deut 11:29

Joshua builds an altar on, Josh 8:30

MOUNT GERIZIM

Mount of blessing, Deut 11:29; 27:12

Jotham speaks to people of Shechem here, Judg 9:7

Samaritans’ sacred mountain, John 4:20, 21

MOUNT GILBOA

Men of Israel slain at, 1 Sam 31:1

Saul and his sons slain at, 1 Sam 31:8

MOUNT GILEAD

Gideon divides the people for battle at, Judg 7:3

MOUNT HOR

Lord speaks to Moses and Aaron on, Num 20:23

Aaron dies on, Num 20:25–28

MOUNT HOREB

Sons of Israel stripped of ornaments at, Ex 33:6

The same as Sinai, Ex 3:1

MOUNT OF OLIVES

See OLIVES, MOUNT OF

MOUNT SINAI

Lord descends upon, in fire, Ex 19:18

Lord calls Moses to the top of, Ex 19:20

The glory of the Lord rests on, for six days, Ex 24:16

MOUNT TABOR

Deborah sends Barak there to defeat Canaanites, Judg 4:6–14

MOUNT ZION

Survivors shall go out from, 2 Kin 19:31

MOUNTAIN

to Horeb, the m Ex 3:1

“But as a m falls Job 14:18

You have made my m Ps 30:7

of many peaks is the m Ps 68:15

let us go up to the m Is 2:3

image became a great m Dan 2:35

Who are you, O great m Zech 4:7

you will say to this m Matt 17:20

with Him on the holy m 2 Pet 1:18

MOUNTAINS

He removes the m Job 9:5

Surely the m yield Job 40:20

m will bring peace Ps 72:3

excellent than the m Ps 76:4

m were brought forth Ps 90:2

m melt like wax at the Ps 97:5

m skipped like rams Ps 114:4

m surround Jerusalem Ps 125:2

m shall depart and the Is 54:10

in Judea flee to the m Matt 24:16

that I could remove m 1 Cor 13:2

m were not found Rev 16:20

MOURN

and you m at last Prov 5:11

a time to m Eccl 3:4

are those who m Matt 5:4

Lament and m and weep James 4:9

of the earth will m Rev 1:7

MOURNED

we m to you Matt 11:17

and have not rather m 1 Cor 5:2

MOURNING

This is a deep m Gen 50:11

m all the day long Ps 38:6

m shall be ended Is 60:20

men break bread in m Jer 16:7

I will turn their m Jer 31:13

shall be a great m Zech 12:11

be turned to m and James 4:9

MOURNS

heavily, as one who m Ps 35:14

The earth m and fades Is 24:4

for Him as one m Zech 12:10

MOUTH

“Who has made man’s m Ex 4:11

Out of the m of babes Ps 8:2

The m of the righteous Ps 37:30

m shall speak wisdom Ps 49:3

iniquity stops its m Ps 107:42

knowledge, but the m Prov 10:14

m preserves his life Prov 13:3

The m of an immoral Prov 22:14

and a flattering m Prov 26:28

m speaking pompous Dan 7:8

the doors of your m Mic 7:5

m defiles a man Matt 15:11

m I will judge you Luke 19:22

I will give you a m Luke 21:15

m confession is made Rom 10:10

m great swelling words Jude 16

vomit you out of My m Rev 3:16

MOVE

and the earth will m Is 13:13

the mountain shall m Zech 14:4

in Him we live and m Acts 17:28

MOVED

shall never be m Ps 15:5

she shall not be m Ps 46:5

spoke as they were m 2 Pet 1:21

MUCH

m study is Eccl 12:12

m better than wine is Song 4:10

to whom m is given Luke 12:48

M more then Rom 5:9

MULTIPLIED

sorrows shall be m Ps 16:4

of the disciples m Acts 6:7

word of God grew and m Acts 12:24

MULTIPLY

“Be fruitful and m Gen 1:22

m your descendants Gen 16:10

m my days as the Job 29:18

m the descendants Jer 33:22

MULTITUDE

stars of heaven in m Deut 1:10

Your house in the m Ps 5:7

m that kept a pilgrim Ps 42:4

In the m of words sin Prov 10:19

In a m of people is a Prov 14:28

compassion on the m Matt 15:32

with the angel a m Luke 2:13

“love will cover a m 1 Pet 4:8

and behold, a great m Rev 7:9

MURDER

“You shall not m Ex 20:13

‘You shall not m Matt 5:21

threats and m against Acts 9:1

You m and covet and James 4:2

MURDERED

sons of those who m Matt 23:31

Jesus whom you m Acts 5:30

one and m his brother 1 John 3:12

MURDERER

He was a m from the John 8:44

and asked for a m Acts 3:14

of you suffer as a m 1 Pet 4:15

his brother is a m 1 John 3:15

MURDERERS

in it, but now m Is 1:21

and profane, for m 1 Tim 1:9

abominable, m Rev 21:8

MURDERS

evil thoughts, m Matt 15:19

envy, m, drunkenness Gal 5:21

MUSIC

So David played m 1 Sam 18:10

m are brought low Eccl 12:4

the house, he heard m Luke 15:25

MUSING

while I was m Ps 39:3

MUTE

Or who makes the m Ex 4:11

m who does not open Ps 38:13

I was m with silence Ps 39:2

I was m Ps 39:9

MUTILATION

beware of the m Phil 3:2

MUTUAL

by the m faith both Rom 1:12

MUZZLE

“You shall not m Deut 25:4

“You shall not m 1 Tim 5:18

MYSTERIES

to you to know the m Matt 13:11

and understand all m 1 Cor 13:2

the spirit he speaks m 1 Cor 14:2

MYSTERIOUS

today is not too m Deut 30:11

MYSTERY

given to know the m Mark 4:11

wisdom of God in a m 1 Cor 2:7

Behold, I tell you a m 1 Cor 15:51

made known to us the m Eph 1:9

This is a great m Eph 5:32

m which has been Col 1:26

the m of godliness 1 Tim 3:16

NAAMAN

Captain in the Syrian army, 2 Kin 5:1–11

Healed of his leprosy, 2 Kin 5:14–17

Referred to by Christ, Luke 4:27

NABAL

Refuses David’s request, 1 Sam 25:2–12

Escapes David’s wrath but dies of a stroke, 1 Sam 25:13–39

NABOTH

Murdered for his vineyard by King Ahab, 1 Kin 21:1–16

His murder avenged, 1 Kin 21:17–25

NADAB

Eldest of Aaron’s four sons, Ex 6:23

Takes part in affirming covenant, Ex 24:1, 9–12

Becomes priest, Ex 28:1

Consumed by fire, Lev 10:1–7

— King of Israel, 1 Kin 14:20

Killed by Baasha, 1 Kin 15:25–31

NAHASH

King of Ammon; makes impossible demands, 1 Sam 11:1–15

NAHOR

Grandfather of Abraham, Gen 11:24–26

— Son of Terah, brother of Abraham, Gen 11:17

NAHUM

Inspired prophet to Judah concerning Nineveh, Nah 1:1

NAILED

n it to the cross Col 2:14

NAIN

Village south of Nazareth; Jesus raises widow’s son here, Luke 7:11–17

NAIOTH

Prophets’ school in Ramah, 1 Sam 19:18, 19, 22, 23

NAKED

And they were both n Gen 2:25

knew that they were n Gen 3:7

“N I came from my Job 1:21

Isaiah has walked n Is 20:3

I was n and you Matt 25:36

and fled from them n Mark 14:52

shall not be found n 2 Cor 5:3

but all things are n Heb 4:13

brother or sister is n James 2:15

poor, blind, and n Rev 3:17

NAKEDNESS

of Canaan, saw the n Gen 9:22

or famine, or n Rom 8:35

often, in cold and n 2 Cor 11:27

n may not be revealed Rev 3:18

NAME

Abram called on the n Gen 13:4

Israel shall be your n Gen 35:10

This is My n forever Ex 3:15

shall not take the n Ex 20:7

are called by the n Deut 28:10

glorious and awesome n Deut 28:58

by My n will humble 2 Chr 7:14

and he has no n Job 18:17

excellent is Your n Ps 8:1

n will put their trust Ps 9:10

be His glorious n Ps 72:19

n is great in Israel Ps 76:1

do not call on Your n Ps 79:6

to Your n give glory Ps 115:1

above all Your n Ps 138:2

He calls them all by n Ps 147:4

The n of the LORD is a Prov 18:10

A good n is to be Prov 22:1

what is His Son’s n Prov 30:4

make mention of Your n Is 26:13

the LORD, that is My n Is 42:8

be to the LORD for a n Is 55:13

be called by a new n Is 62:2

Everlasting is Your n Is 63:16

who calls on Your n Is 64:7

it shall be to Me a n Jer 33:9

and made Yourself a n Dan 9:15

we will walk in the n Mic 4:5

They will call on My n Zech 13:9

n shall be great Mal 1:11

to you who fear My n Mal 4:2

you shall call His n Matt 1:21

hallowed be Your n Matt 6:9

prophesied in Your n Matt 7:22

righteous man in the n Matt 10:41

n Gentiles will trust Matt 12:21

together in My n Matt 18:20

will come in My n Matt 24:5

“My n is Legion Mark 5:9

The virgin’s n was Luke 1:27

“His n is John Luke 1:63

and cast out your n Luke 6:22

who believe in His n John 1:12

comes in his own n John 5:43

his own sheep by n John 10:3

through faith in His n Acts 3:16

there is no other n Acts 4:12

suffer shame for His n Acts 5:41

which is above every n Phil 2:9

deed, do all in the n Col 3:17

a more excellent n Heb 1:4

blaspheme that noble n James 2:7

reproached for the n 1 Pet 4:14

you hold fast to My n Rev 2:13

n that you are alive Rev 3:1

having His Father’s n Rev 14:1

and glorify Your n Rev 15:4

n written that no one Rev 19:12

NAME’S

saved them for His n Ps 106:8

forgiven you for His n 1 John 2:12

NAMED

let my name be n Gen 48:16

I have n you Is 45:4

NAOMI

Widow of Elimelech, Ruth 1:1–3

Returns to Bethlehem with Ruth, Ruth 1:14–19

Arranges Ruth’s marriage to Boaz, Ruth 3; 4

NAPHTALI

Son of Jacob by Bilhah, Gen 30:1–8

Receives Jacob’s blessing, Gen 49:21, 28

— Tribe of:

Numbered, Num 1:42, 43

Territory assigned to, Josh 19:32–39

Joins Gideon’s army, Judg 7:23

Attacked by Ben-Hadad and Tiglath-Pileser, 1 Kin 15:20; 2 Kin 15:29

Prophecy of great light in; fulfilled in Christ’s ministry, Is 9:1–7; Matt 4:12–16

NARROW

“Enter by the n gate Matt 7:13

n is the gate and Matt 7:14

NATHAN

Son of David, 2 Sam 5:14

Mary’s lineage traced through, Zech 12:12

— Prophet under David and Solomon, 1 Chr 29:29

Reveals God’s plan to David, 2 Sam 7:2–29

Rebukes David’s sin, 2 Sam 12:1–15

Reveals Adonijah’s plot, 1 Kin 1:10–46

NATHANAEL

One of Christ’s disciples, John 1:45–51

NATION

make you a great n Gen 12:2

You slay a righteous n Gen 20:4

priests and a holy n Ex 19:6

dealt thus with any n Ps 147:20

exalts a n Prov 14:34

lift up sword against n Is 2:4

that the righteous n Is 26:2

a small one a strong n Is 60:22

n that was not called Is 65:1

n changed its gods Jer 2:11

I will make them one n Ezek 37:22

since there was a n Dan 12:1

n will rise against Matt 24:7

for he loves our n Luke 7:5

those who are not a n Rom 10:19

tribe, tongue, and n Rev 13:7

NATIONS

father of many n Gen 17:5

mother of n Gen 17:16

itself among the n Num 23:9

Why do the n rage Ps 2:1

I will give You the n Ps 2:8

n shall serve Him Ps 72:11

n shall call Him Ps 72:17

n shall fear the name Ps 102:15

is high above all n Ps 113:4

All n before Him are Is 40:17

n who do not know Is 55:5

the wise men of the n Jer 10:7

the Desire of All N Hag 2:7

n shall be joined Zech 2:11

witness to all the n Matt 24:14

disciples of all the n Matt 28:19

house of prayer for all n Mark 11:17

who was to rule all n Rev 12:5

the healing of the n Rev 22:2

NATURAL

women exchanged the n Rom 1:26

the men, leaving the n Rom 1:27

did not spare the n Rom 11:21

n man does not receive 1 Cor 2:14

It is sown a n body 1 Cor 15:44

not first, but the n 1 Cor 15:46

NATURE

for what is against n Rom 1:26

n itself teach you 1 Cor 11:14

We who are Jews by n Gal 2:15

by n children of wrath Eph 2:3

of the divine n 2 Pet 1:4

NAZARENE

Jesus to be called, Matt 2:23

Descriptive of Jesus’ followers, Acts 24:5

NAZARETH

Town in Galilee; considered obscure, John 1:46

City of Jesus’ parents, Matt 2:23

Early home of Jesus, Luke 2:39–51

Jesus rejected by, Luke 4:16–30

NAZIRITE

the vow of a N Num 6:2

N to God from the womb Judg 13:5

NEAR

that has God so n to it Deut 4:7

But the word is very n Deut 30:14

The LORD is n to all Ps 145:18

upon Him while He is n Is 55:6

know that it is n Matt 24:33

kingdom of God is n Luke 21:31

“The word is n Rom 10:8

to those who were n Eph 2:17

for the time is n Rev 1:3

NEARER

now our salvation is n Rom 13:11

NEBO

Babylonian god, Is 46:1

— Summit of Pisgah; Moses dies here, Deut 32:49; 34:1, 5

NEBUCHADNEZZAR

Monarch of the Neo-Babylonian Empire (605–562 B.C.); carries Jews captive to Babylon, Dan 1:1–3

Crushes Jehoiachin’s revolt, 2 Kin 24:10–17

Destroys Jerusalem; captures Zedekiah, Jer 39:5–8

Prophecies concerning, Is 14:4–27; Jer 21:7–10; 25:8, 9; 27:4–11; 32:28–36; 43:10–13; Ezek 26:7–12

NEBUZARADAN

Nebuchadnezzar’s captain at siege of Jerusalem, 2 Kin 25:8–20

Protects Jeremiah, Jer 39:11–14

NECESSARY

mouth more than my n Job 23:12

and thus it was n Luke 24:46

burden than these n Acts 15:28

I found it n to write Jude 3

NECESSITIES

have provided for my n Acts 20:34

and again for my n Phil 4:16

NECESSITY

n is laid upon me 1 Cor 9:16

not grudgingly or of n 2 Cor 9:7

NECK

smooth part of his n Gen 27:16

and grace to your n Prov 3:22

n was an iron sinew Is 48:4

were hung around his n Matt 18:6

ran and fell on his n Luke 15:20

NECKS

stiffened their n Neh 9:29

with outstretched n Is 3:16

who risked their own n Rom 16:4

NEED

in nakedness, and in n Deut 28:48

a prowler, and your n Prov 24:34

the things you have n Matt 6:8

‘The Lord has n Matt 21:3

each as anyone had n Acts 4:35

hand, “I have no n 1 Cor 12:21

who ministered to my n Phil 2:25

supply all your n Phil 4:19

to help in time of n Heb 4:16

sees his brother in n 1 John 3:17

The city had no n Rev 21:23

NEEDY

your poor and your n Deut 15:11

They push the n Job 24:4

n shall not always be Ps 9:18

He will deliver the n Ps 72:12

and lifts the n Ps 113:7

to rob the n of Is 10:2

n will lie down in Is 14:30

a strength to the n Is 25:4

NEGLECT

n the gift that is 1 Tim 4:14

if we n so great a Heb 2:3

NEGLECTED

n the weightier Matt 23:23

their widows were n Acts 6:1

NEHEMIAH

Jewish cupbearer to King Artaxerxes; prays for restoration of Jerusalem, Neh 1:4–11

King commissions him to rebuild walls, Neh 2:1–8

Overcomes opposition and accomplishes rebuilding, Neh 4–6

Appointed governor, Neh 5:14

Participates with Ezra in restored worship, Neh 8–10

Registers the people and the priests and Levites, Neh 11:1–12:26

Dedicates the wall, Neh 12:27–43

Returns to Jerusalem after absence and institutes reforms, Neh 13:4–31

NEIGHBOR

you shall love your n Lev 19:18

for better is a n Prov 27:10

every man teach his n Jer 31:34

gives drink to his n Hab 2:15

‘You shall love your n Matt 5:43

“And who is my n Luke 10:29

“You shall love your n Rom 13:9

NEST

and make its n Job 39:27

n is a man who wanders Prov 27:8

though you set your n Obad 4 

that he may set his n Hab 2:9

NET

me with His n Job 19:6

have hidden their n Ps 35:7

They have prepared a n Ps 57:6

an antelope in a n Is 51:20

catch in their n Hab 1:15

I will let down the n Luke 5:5

to them, “Cast the n John 21:6

NETHINIM

Servants of the Levites, Ezra 8:20

Possible origins of:

Gibeonites, Josh 9:23–27

Solomon’s forced laborers, 1 Kin 9:20, 21

Mentioned, 1 Chr 9:2; Ezra 2:43–54; 7:24; 8:17; Neh 3:31; 7:46–60, 73; 10:28, 29; 11:21

NEVER

in Me shall n thirst John 6:35

in Me shall n die John 11:26

Love n fails 1 Cor 13:8

n take away sins Heb 10:11

“I will n leave you Heb 13:5

prophecy n came by 2 Pet 1:21

NEW

Now there arose a n Ex 1:8

the LORD creates a n Num 16:30

They chose n gods Judg 5:8

and there is nothing n Eccl 1:9

Behold, I will do a n Is 43:19

For behold, I create n Is 65:17

when I will make a n Jer 31:31

n every morning Lam 3:23

wine into n wineskins Matt 9:17

of the n covenant Matt 26:28

n commandment I give John 13:34

tell or to hear some n Acts 17:21

he is a n creation 2 Cor 5:17

n man who is renewed Col 3:10

when I will make a n Heb 8:8

n heavens and a n 2 Pet 3:13

n name written which Rev 2:17

And they sang a n Rev 5:9

And I saw a n heaven Rev 21:1

I make all things n Rev 21:5

NEWNESS

also should walk in n Rom 6:4

should serve in the n Rom 7:6

NEWS

heard this bad n Ex 33:4

soul, so is good n Prov 25:25

him who brings good n Is 52:7

NICANOR

One of the first seven deacons, Acts 6:1–5

NICODEMUS

Pharisee; converses with Jesus, John 3:1–12

Protests unfairness of Christ’s trial, John 7:50–52

Brings gifts to anoint Christ’s body, John 19:39, 40

NICOLAITANS

Group teaching moral laxity, Rev 2:6–15

NICOLAS

One of the first seven deacons, Acts 6:5

NIGHT

darkness He called N Gen 1:5

It is a n of solemn Ex 12:42

pillar of fire by n Ex 13:22

and the n be ended Job 7:4

gives songs in the n Job 35:10

n reveals knowledge Ps 19:2

awake through the n Ps 119:148

and stars to rule by n Ps 136:9

desired You in the n Is 26:9

and perished in a n Jon 4:10

and continued all n Luke 6:12

man came to Jesus by n John 3:2

n is coming when no John 9:4

came to Jesus by n John 19:39

The n is far spent Rom 13:12

as a thief in the n 1 Thess 5:2

We are not of the n 1 Thess 5:5

there shall be no n Rev 21:25

there shall be no n Rev 22:5

NILE

Hebrew children drowned in, Ex 1:22

Moses hidden in, Ex 2:3–10

Water of, turned to blood, Ex 7:14–21

Mentioned in prophecies, Is 19:5–8; 23:3; 27:12; Jer 46:7–9; Amos 9:5

NIMROD

Ham’s grandson, Gen 10:6–12

NINE

where are the n Luke 17:17

NINETY-NINE

he not leave the n Matt 18:12

n just persons Luke 15:7

NINEVEH

Capital of Assyria, 2 Kin 19:36

Jonah preaches to; people repent, Jon 3:1–10; Matt 12:41

Prophecy against, Nah 2:13–3:19; Zeph 2:13–15

NOAH

Son of Lamech, Gen 5:28–32

Finds favor with God; commissioned to build the ark, Gen 6:8–22

Fills ark and survives flood, Gen 7

Leaves ark; builds altar; receives God’s promise, Gen 8

God’s covenant with, Gen 9:1–17

Blesses and curses his sons; dies, Gen 9:18–29

NOB

City of priests; David flees to, 1 Sam 21:1–9

Priests of, killed by Saul, 1 Sam 22:9–23

NOBLE

whatever things are n Phil 4:8

not blaspheme that n James 2:7

NOBLES

voice of n was hushed Job 29:10

king is the son of n Eccl 10:17

n have sent their lads Jer 14:3

your n rest in the Nah 3:18

NOD

Place (east of Eden) of Cain’s exile, Gen 4:16, 17

NOISE

The n of a multitude Is 13:4

people who make a n Is 17:12

of Egypt, is but a n Jer 46:17

They have made a n Lam 2:7

away with a great n 2 Pet 3:10

NOSTRILS

n the breath of life Gen 2:7

breath of God in my n Job 27:3

breath is in his n Is 2:22

NOTE

urge you, brethren, n Rom 16:17

n those who so walk Phil 3:17

NOTHING

For now you are n Job 6:21

rich, yet has n Prov 13:7

“It is good for n Prov 20:14

before Him are as n Is 40:17

their works are n Is 41:29

I can of Myself do n John 5:30

Me you can do n John 15:5

men, it will come to n Acts 5:38

bring to n the things 1 Cor 1:28

For I know of n against 1 Cor 4:4

have not love, I am n 1 Cor 13:2

love, it profits me n 1 Cor 13:3

Be anxious for n Phil 4:6

For we brought n 1 Tim 6:7

complete, lacking n James 1:4

name’s sake, taking n 3 John 7 

NOTORIOUS

n prisoner called Matt 27:16

NOURISHED

“I have n and Is 1:2

n and knit together Col 2:19

n in the words of 1 Tim 4:6

NOURISHES

n and cherishes it Eph 5:29

NOVICE

not a n, lest being 1 Tim 3:6

NUMBER

if a man could n Gen 13:16

that I may know the n 2 Sam 24:2

things without n Job 5:9

For now You n my steps Job 14:16

n the clouds by wisdom Job 38:37

teach us to n our days Ps 90:12

He counts the n Ps 147:4

which no one could n Rev 7:9

His n is 666 Rev 13:18

NUMBERED

are more than can be n Ps 40:5

God has n your kingdom Dan 5:26

‘And He was n with Luke 22:37

OAKS

Wail, O o of Bashan Zech 11:2

OATH

people feared the o 1 Sam 14:26

for the sake of your o Eccl 8:2

I may establish the o Jer 11:5

And you shall be an o Jer 42:18

he denied with an o Matt 26:72

o which He swore Luke 1:73

themselves under an o Acts 23:12

OATHS

shall perform your o Matt 5:33

because of the o Matt 14:9

OBADIAH

King Ahab’s steward, 1 Kin 18:3–16

— Prophet of Judah, Obad 1

OBED

Son of Boaz and Ruth, Ruth 4:17–22

OBED-EDOM

Philistine from Gath; ark of the Lord left in his house, 2 Sam 6:10–12; 1 Chr 13:13, 14

OBEDIENCE

and apostleship for o Rom 1:5

o many will be made Rom 5:19

captivity to the o 2 Cor 10:5

confidence in your o Philem 21

yet He learned o Heb 5:8

for o and sprinkling 1 Pet 1:2

OBEDIENT

you are willing and o Is 1:19

of the priests were o Acts 6:7

make the Gentiles o Rom 15:18

bondservants, be o to Eph 6:5

Himself and became o Phil 2:8

homemakers, good, o Titus 2:5

as o children 1 Pet 1:14

OBEY

LORD, that I should o Ex 5:2

God and o His voice Deut 4:30

o the commandments Deut 11:27

His voice we will o Josh 24:24

o is better than 1 Sam 15:22

they hear of me they o Ps 18:44

if you diligently o Zech 6:15

o God rather than men Acts 5:29

and do not o the truth Rom 2:8

yourselves slaves to o Rom 6:16

o your parents in all Col 3:20

Bondservants, o in all Col 3:22

on those who do not o 2 Thess 1:8

O those who rule Heb 13:17

if some do not o 1 Pet 3:1

OBEYED

of sin, yet you o Rom 6:17

they have not all o Rom 10:16

By faith Abraham o Heb 11:8

as Sarah o Abraham 1 Pet 3:6

OBEYING

o the truth through 1 Pet 1:22

OBSCURITY

shall see out of o Is 29:18

OBSERVANCE

the LORD, a solemn o Ex 12:42

OBSERVATION

does not come with o Luke 17:20

OBSERVE

man, and o the upright Ps 37:37

and let your eyes o Prov 23:26

o mercy and justice Hos 12:6

teaching them to o all Matt 28:20

o days and months and Gal 4:10

o your chaste conduct 1 Pet 3:2

OBSERVES

o the wind will not Eccl 11:4

He who o the day Rom 14:6

OBSERVING

o his natural face James 1:23

OBSESSED

nothing, but is o 1 Tim 6:4

OBSOLETE

Now what is becoming o Heb 8:13

OBSTINATE

and made his heart o Deut 2:30

I knew that you were o Is 48:4

OBTAIN

They shall o joy and Is 35:10

they also may o mercy Rom 11:31

o salvation through 1 Thess 5:9

and covet and cannot o James 4:2

OBTAINED

o a part in this Acts 1:17

yet have now o mercy Rom 11:30

endured, he o the Heb 6:15

To those who have o 2 Pet 1:1

OBTAINS

o favor from the LORD Prov 8:35

ODED

Prophet of Samaria, 2 Chr 28:9–15

OFFEND

I will o no more Job 34:31

that devour him will o Jer 2:3

lest we o them Matt 17:27

than that he should o Luke 17:2

them, “Does this o John 6:61

OFFENDED

So they were o at Him Matt 13:57

stumbles or is o Rom 14:21

OFFENDER

who make a man an o Is 29:21

For if I am an o Acts 25:11

OFFENSE

and a rock of o Is 8:14

You are an o to Me Matt 16:23

by the one man’s o Rom 5:17

Give no o 1 Cor 10:32

the o of the cross Gal 5:11

sincere and without o Phil 1:10

and a rock of o 1 Pet 2:8

OFFENSES

For o must come Matt 18:7

impossible that no o Luke 17:1

up because of our o Rom 4:25

OFFER

o the blind as a Mal 1:8

come and o your gift Matt 5:24

let us continually o Heb 13:15

OFFERED

to eat those things o 1 Cor 8:10

the eternal Spirit o Heb 9:14

so Christ was o Heb 9:28

o one sacrifice Heb 10:12

By faith Abel o Heb 11:4

OFFERING

you shall bring your o Lev 1:2

o You did not require Ps 40:6

You make His soul an o Is 53:10

to the LORD an o Mal 3:3

Himself for us, an o Eph 5:2

out as a drink o Phil 2:17

o You did not Heb 10:5

o He has perfected Heb 10:14

is no longer an o Heb 10:18

OFFERINGS

and offered burnt o Gen 8:20

He remember all your o Ps 20:3

In burnt o and Heb 10:6

OFFICE

let another take his o Ps 109:8

sitting at the tax o Matt 9:9

OFFICERS

also make your o Is 60:17

OFFSCOURING

You have made us an o Lam 3:45

the o of all things 1 Cor 4:13

OFFSPRING

My blessing on your o Is 44:3

He seeks godly o Mal 2:15

wife and raise up o Matt 22:24

For we are also His o Acts 17:28

am the Root and the O Rev 22:16

OFTEN

o I wanted to gather Luke 13:34

as o as you eat this 1 Cor 11:26

in sleeplessness o 2 Cor 11:27

should offer Himself o Heb 9:25

OG

Amorite king of Bashan, Deut 3:1–13

Defeated and killed by Israel, Num 21:32–35

OHOLAH

Symbolic name of Samaria, Ezek 23:4, 5, 36

OIL

for the anointing o Ex 25:6

I cease giving my o Judg 9:9

a bin, and a little o 1 Kin 17:12

poured out rivers of o Job 29:6

anointed with fresh o Ps 92:10

the heart of man, o Ps 104:15

like the precious o Ps 133:2

be as excellent o Ps 141:5

thousand rivers of o Mic 6:7

very costly fragrant o Matt 26:7

o might have been sold Matt 26:9

anointing him with o James 5:14

and do not harm the o Rev 6:6

OINTMENT

O and perfume delight Prov 27:9

your name is o Song 1:3

OLD

young, and now am o Ps 37:25

all manner, new and o Song 7:13

was said to those of o Matt 5:21

yet fifty years o John 8:57

but when you are o John 21:18

Your o men shall dream Acts 2:17

o man was crucified Rom 6:6

of the O Testament 2 Cor 3:14

o things have passed 2 Cor 5:17

have put off the o man Col 3:9

obsolete and growing o Heb 8:13

that serpent of o Rev 20:2

OLDER

o shall serve the Gen 25:23

o than your father Job 15:10

“Now his o son was Luke 15:25

not rebuke an o man 1 Tim 5:1

o women as mothers 1 Tim 5:2

OLDEST

beginning with the o John 8:9

OLIVE

a freshly plucked o Gen 8:11

I am like a green o Ps 52:8

of the o may fail Hab 3:17

o tree which is wild Rom 11:24

OLIVES, MOUNT OF

David flees to, 2 Sam 15:30

Prophecy concerning, Zech 14:4

Christ’s triumphal entry from, Matt 21:1

Prophetic discourse delivered from, Matt 24:3

Christ’s ascension from, Acts 1:9–12

OMNIPOTENT

For the Lord God O Rev 19:6

OMRI

Made king of Israel by army, 1 Kin 16:16, 21, 22

Builds Samaria; reigns wickedly, 1 Kin 16:23–27

ON

City of Lower Egypt; center of sun worship, Gen 41:45, 50

Called Beth Shemesh, Jer 43:13

ONAN

Second son of Judah; slain for failure to give his brother an heir, Gen 38:8–10

ONCE

died, He died to sin o Rom 6:10

for men to die o Heb 9:27

also suffered o 1 Pet 3:18

ONE

God may speak in o way Job 33:14

Two are better than o Eccl 4:9

“O thing you lack Mark 10:21

o thing is needed Luke 10:42

I and My Father are o John 10:30

Me, that they may be o John 17:11

o accord in the temple Acts 2:46

for you are all o Gal 3:28

to create in Himself o Eph 2:15

o body and o Spirit Eph 4:4

o hope of your calling Eph 4:4

o Lord, o faith, o Eph 4:5

o God and Father of Eph 4:6

For there is o God and 1 Tim 2:5

o Mediator between God 1 Tim 2:5

the husband of o wife 1 Tim 3:2

a thousand years as o 2 Pet 3:8

and these three are o 1 John 5:7

ONESIMUS

Slave of Philemon converted by Paul in Rome, Philem 10–17

With Tychicus, carries Paul’s letters to Colosse and to Philemon, Col 4:7–9

ONESIPHORUS

Ephesian Christian commended for his service, 2 Tim 1:16–18

OPEN

o His lips against you Job 11:5

You o Your hand Ps 104:28

O your mouth for the Prov 31:8

and no one shall o Is 22:22

a lamb in o country Hos 4:16

Can a demon o the eyes John 10:21

our heart is wide o 2 Cor 6:11

things are naked and o Heb 4:13

o the scroll and to Rev 5:2

OPENED

o not His mouth Is 53:7

Then their eyes were o Luke 24:31

o the Scriptures Luke 24:32

o their understanding Luke 24:45

effective door has o 1 Cor 16:9

when the Lamb o Rev 6:1

Now I saw heaven o Rev 19:11

OPENS

o the ears of men Job 33:16

The LORD o the eyes of Ps 146:8

him the doorkeeper o John 10:3

and shuts and no one o Rev 3:7

OPHIR

Famous for gold, 1 Chr 29:4

OPHRAH

Town in Manasseh; home of Gideon, Judg 6:11, 15

Site of Gideon’s burial, Judg 8:32

OPINION

dared not declare my o Job 32:6

be wise in your own o Rom 11:25

OPINIONS

falter between two o 1 Kin 18:21

OPPORTUNITY

But sin, taking o Rom 7:8

as we have o Gal 6:10

but you lacked o Phil 4:10

they would have had o Heb 11:15

OPPOSES

who o and exalts 2 Thess 2:4

OPPRESS

you shall not o Lev 25:17

You that You should o Job 10:3

He does not o Job 37:23

he loves to o Hos 12:7

o the widow or the Zech 7:10

Do not the rich o James 2:6

OPPRESSED

Whom have I o 1 Sam 12:3

For he has o and Job 20:19

fatherless and the o Ps 10:18

for all who are o Ps 103:6

The tears of the o Eccl 4:1

He was o and He was Is 53:7

her midst, and the o Amos 3:9

healing all who were o Acts 10:38

Lot, who was o by 2 Pet 2:7

OPPRESSES

o the poor reproaches Prov 14:31

o the poor to increase Prov 22:16

A poor man who o Prov 28:3

OPPRESSION

have surely seen the o Ex 3:7

“For the o of the Ps 12:5

Do not trust in o Ps 62:10

their life from o Ps 72:14

brought low through o Ps 107:39

Redeem me from the o Ps 119:134

considered all the o Eccl 4:1

o destroys a wise Eccl 7:7

justice, but behold, o Is 5:7

surely seen the o Acts 7:34

OPPRESSIONS

of o they cry out Job 35:9

OPPRESSOR

the voice of the o Job 3:18

Do not envy the o Prov 3:31

is a great o Prov 28:16

of the fury of the o Is 51:13

No more shall an o Zech 9:8

OPPRESSORS

not leave me to my o Ps 119:121

o there is power Eccl 4:1

ORACLES

received the living o Acts 7:38

were committed the o Rom 3:2

principles of the o Heb 5:12

let him speak as the o 1 Pet 4:11

ORDAINED

infants You have o Ps 8:2

o you a prophet Jer 1:5

the Man whom He has o Acts 17:31

ORDER

‘Set your house in o 2 Kin 20:1

set your words in o Job 33:5

you, and set them in o Ps 50:21

swept, and put in o Matt 12:44

done decently and in o 1 Cor 14:40

each one in his own o 1 Cor 15:23

to see your good o Col 2:5

according to the o Heb 5:6

ORDERS

o his conduct aright I Ps 50:23

ORDINANCE

resists the o of God Rom 13:2

yourselves to every o 1 Pet 2:13

ORDINANCES

Do you know the o Job 38:33

“If those o depart Jer 31:36

not appointed the o Jer 33:25

gone away from My o Mal 3:7

and fleshly o imposed Heb 9:10

ORION

Brilliant constellation, Job 9:9

ORNAMENT

will be a graceful o Prov 1:9

of gold and an o Prov 25:12

with them all as an o Is 49:18

ORNAMENTS

a virgin forget her o Jer 2:32

ORPAH

Ruth’s sister-in-law, Ruth 1:4, 14

ORPHANS

We have become o Lam 5:3

I will not leave you o John 14:18

to visit o and widows James 1:27

OSNAPPER

Called “the great and noble,” Ezra 4:10

OSTRICHES

o will dwell there Is 13:21

is cruel, like o Lam 4:3

a mourning like the o Mic 1:8

OTHNIEL

Son of Kenaz, Caleb’s youngest brother, Judg 1:13

Captures Kirjath Sepher; receives Caleb’s daughter as wife, Josh 15:15–17

First judge of Israel, Judg 3:9–11

OUGHT

what Israel o to do 1 Chr 12:32

These you o to have Matt 23:23

pray for as we o Rom 8:26

how you o to conduct 1 Tim 3:15

which they o not 1 Tim 5:13

persons o you to be 2 Pet 3:11

OUTCAST

they called you an o Jer 30:17

OUTCASTS

gathers together the o Ps 147:2

will assemble the o Is 11:12

hide the o Is 16:3

Let My o dwell with Is 16:4

OUTCRY

that there be no o Ps 144:14

OUTRAGE

lewdness and o in Judg 20:6

OUTRAN

the other disciple o John 20:4

OUTSIDE

and dish, that the o Matt 23:26

Pharisees make the o Luke 11:39

toward those who are o Col 4:5

to Him, o the camp Heb 13:13

But o are dogs and Rev 22:15

OUTSTRETCHED

and with an o arm Deut 26:8

against you with an o Jer 21:5

OUTWARD

at the o appearance 1 Sam 16:7

adornment be merely o 1 Pet 3:3

OUTWARDLY

appear beautiful o Matt 23:27

not a Jew who is one o Rom 2:28

OUTWIT

The enemy shall not o Ps 89:22

OVEN

make them as a fiery o Ps 21:9

burning like an o Mal 4:1

is thrown into the o Matt 6:30

OVERCAME

My throne, as I also o Rev 3:21

And they o him by Rev 12:11

OVERCOME

good cheer, I have o John 16:33

o evil with good Rom 12:21

because you have o 1 John 2:13

and the Lamb will o Rev 17:14

OVERCOMES

of God o the world 1 John 5:4

o I will give to eat Rev 2:7

o shall not be hurt Rev 2:11

o shall inherit all Rev 21:7

OVERFLOWING

My heart is o with a Ps 45:1

OVERSEER

Then he made him o Gen 39:4

having no captain, o Prov 6:7

to the Shepherd and O 1 Pet 2:25

OVERSEERS

Spirit has made you o Acts 20:28

you, serving as o 1 Pet 5:2

OVERSHADOW

of the Highest will o Luke 1:35

OVERTAKE

does righteousness o Is 59:9

you feared shall o Jer 42:16

and o this chariot Acts 8:29

that this Day should o 1 Thess 5:4

OVERTAKEN

No temptation has o 1 Cor 10:13

if a man is o in any Gal 6:1

OVERTHREW

So He o those cities Gen 19:25

will be as when God o Is 13:19

As God o Sodom and Jer 50:40

“I o some of you Amos 4:11

OVERTHROW

you shall utterly o Ex 23:24

o the righteous in Prov 18:5

o the throne of Hag 2:22

o the faith of some 2 Tim 2:18

OVERTHROWN

Their judges are o Ps 141:6

of Sodom, which was o Lam 4:6

I will make it o Ezek 21:27

and Nineveh shall be o Jon 3:4

OVERTHROWS

and o the mighty Job 12:19

o them in the night Job 34:25

o the words of the Prov 22:12

OVERTURNED

my heart is o within Lam 1:20

o the tables of the Matt 21:12

money and o the tables John 2:15

OVERWHELM

o the fatherless Job 6:27

sends them out, they o Job 12:15

OVERWHELMED

when my heart is o Ps 61:2

and my spirit was o Ps 77:3

o their enemies Ps 78:53

waters would have o Ps 124:4

my spirit is o within Ps 143:4

OVERWORK

Do not o to be rich Prov 23:4

OWE

‘How much do you o Luke 16:5

O no one anything Rom 13:8

o me even your own Philem 19

OWED

o him ten thousand Matt 18:24

fellow servants who o Matt 18:28

o five hundred denarii Luke 7:41

OWN

He came to His o John 1:11

having loved His o John 13:1

world would love its o John 15:19

and you are not your o 1 Cor 6:19

But each one has his o 1 Cor 7:7

For all seek their o Phil 2:21

from our sins in His o Rev 1:5

OX

shall not muzzle an o Deut 25:4

“Will the wild o Job 39:9

you bind the wild o Job 39:10

like a young wild o Ps 29:6

exalted like a wild o Ps 92:10

o knows its owner Is 1:3

had the face of an o Ezek 1:10

Sabbath loose his o Luke 13:15

shall not muzzle an o 1 Cor 9:9

PACE

are majestic in p Prov 30:29

PACIFIES

A gift in secret p Prov 21:14

for conciliation p Eccl 10:4

PADAN ARAM

Same as Mesopotamia, Gen 24:10; see MESOPOTAMIA

Home of Isaac’s wife, Gen 25:20

Jacob flees to, Gen 28:2–7

Jacob returns from, Gen 31:17, 18

People of, called Syrians, Gen 31:24

Language of, called Aramaic, 2 Kin 18:26

PAIN

p you shall bring Gen 3:16

p as a woman in Is 13:8

are filled with p Is 21:3

before her p came Is 66:7

Why is my p perpetual Jer 15:18

shall be no more p Rev 21:4

PAINED

My heart is severely p Ps 55:4

I am p in my very Jer 4:19

PAINFUL

this, it was too p Ps 73:16

for the present, but p Heb 12:11

PAINS

The p of death Ps 116:3

having loosed the p Acts 2:24

upon them, as labor p 1 Thess 5:3

PAINT

and she put p on her 2 Kin 9:30

your eyes with p Jer 4:30

PAINTING

it with cedar and p Jer 22:14

PALACE

enter the King’s p Ps 45:15

a p of foreigners Is 25:2

guards his own p Luke 11:21

evident to the whole p Phil 1:13

PALACES

out of the ivory p Ps 45:8

God is in her p Ps 48:3

has entered our p Jer 9:21

PALE

his face now grow p Is 29:22

and all faces turned p Jer 30:6

behold, a p horse Rev 6:8

PALM

of water and seventy p Ex 15:27

p trees and went out John 12:13

p branches in their Rev 7:9

PALMS

struck Him with the p Matt 26:67

PALTI (or Paltiel)

Man to whom Saul gives Michal, David’s wife, in marriage, 1 Sam 25:44; 2 Sam 3:15

PAMPERS

p his servant from Prov 29:21

PAMPHYLIA

People from, at Pentecost, Acts 2:10

Paul visits; John Mark returns home from, Acts 13:13; 15:38

Paul preaches in cities of, Acts 14:24, 25

PANGS

The p of death Ps 18:4

P and sorrows will Is 13:8

labors with birth p Rom 8:22

PANICKED

the men of Benjamin p Judg 20:41

PANT

They p after the dust Amos 2:7

PANTS

As the deer p for the Ps 42:1

PAPHOS

Paul blinds Elymas at, Acts 13:6–13

PAPYRUS

“Can the p grow up Job 8:11

PARABLE

open my mouth in a p Ps 78:2

p He did not speak Matt 13:34

do You speak this p Luke 12:41

PARABLES

‘Does he not speak p Ezek 20:49

understand all the p Mark 4:13

rest it is given in p Luke 8:10

PARADE

love does not p 1 Cor 13:4

PARADISE

will be with Me in P Luke 23:43

was caught up into P 2 Cor 12:4

in the midst of the P Rev 2:7

PARAN

Residence of exiled Ishmael, Gen 21:21

Israelites camp in, Num 10:12

Headquarters of spies, Num 13:3, 26

Site of David’s refuge, 1 Sam 25:1

PARCHMENTS

especially the p 2 Tim 4:13

PARDON

p your transgressions Ex 23:21

O LORD, p my iniquity Ps 25:11

He will abundantly p Is 55:7

p all their iniquities Jer 33:8

PARDONING

is a God like You, p Mic 7:18

PARENTS

will rise up against p Matt 10:21

has left house or p Luke 18:29

disobedient to p Rom 1:30

to lay up for the p 2 Cor 12:14

PARMENAS

One of the first seven deacons, Acts 6:5

PART

You have no p in the Josh 22:25

has chosen that good p Luke 10:42

you, you have no p John 13:8

For we know in p 1 Cor 13:9

p has a believer 2 Cor 6:15

shall take away his p Rev 22:19

PARTAKE

for we all p of that 1 Cor 10:17

you cannot p of the 1 Cor 10:21

PARTAKER

and have been a p Ps 50:18

in hope should be p 1 Cor 9:10

Christ, and also a p 1 Pet 5:1

PARTAKERS

Gentiles have been p Rom 15:27

of the sacrifices p 1 Cor 10:18

know that as you are p 2 Cor 1:7

gospel, you all are p Phil 1:7

qualified us to be p Col 1:12

For we have become p Heb 3:14

PARTED

them, that He was p Luke 24:51

so sharp that they p Acts 15:39

PARTIAL

You shall not be p Lev 19:15

PARTIALITY

You shall not show p Deut 1:17

unjustly, and show p Ps 82:2

is not good to show p Prov 18:5

but have shown p Mal 2:9

that God shows no p Acts 10:34

For there is no p Rom 2:11

doing nothing with p 1 Tim 5:21

but if you show p James 2:9

good fruits, without p James 3:17

PARTIES

revelries, drinking p 1 Pet 4:3

PARTITION

the Testimony, and p Ex 40:3

PARTNER

Whoever is a p with a Prov 29:24

you count me as a p Philem 17

PARTRIDGE

when one hunts a p 1 Sam 26:20

PARTS

anything but death p Ruth 1:17

in the inward p Ps 51:6

Shout, you lower p Is 44:23

but our presentable p 1 Cor 12:24

into the lower p Eph 4:9

PASHHUR

Official opposing Jeremiah, Jer 21:1; 38:1–13

— Priest who puts Jeremiah in jail, Jer 20:1–6

PASS

I will p over you Ex 12:13

All have come to p Josh 23:14

of the sea that p Ps 8:8

When you p through the Is 43:2

“I will make you p Ezek 20:37

I will not p by them Amos 7:8

and earth will p Matt 24:35

PASSED

And behold, the LORD p 1 Kin 19:11

forbearance God had p Rom 3:25

High Priest who has p Heb 4:14

know that we have p 1 John 3:14

PASSES





For the wind p over it Ps 103:16

of Christ which p Eph 3:19

PASSION

than to burn with p 1 Cor 7:9

uncleanness, p, evil Col 3:5

PASSIONS

gave them up to vile p Rom 1:26

PASSOVER

It is the LORD’s P Ex 12:11

of King Josiah this P 2 Kin 23:23

I will keep the P Matt 26:18

indeed Christ, our P 1 Cor 5:7

By faith he kept the P Heb 11:28

PAST

My days are p Job 17:11

lo, the winter is p Song 2:11

and His ways p finding Rom 11:33

ways spoke in time p Heb 1:1

p lifetime in doing 1 Pet 4:3

PASTORS

and some p and Eph 4:11

PASTURE

the sheep of Your p Ps 74:1

the people of His p Ps 95:7

feed them in good p Ezek 34:14

in and out and find p John 10:9

PASTURES

to lie down in green p Ps 23:2

PATH

p no bird knows Job 28:7

You will show me the p Ps 16:11

lead me in a smooth p Ps 27:11

But the p of the just Prov 4:18

way in the sea and a p Is 43:16

PATHROS

Described as a lowly kingdom, Ezek 29:14–16

Refuge for dispersed Jews, Jer 44:1–15

Jews to be regathered from, Is 11:11

PATHS

He leads me in the p Ps 23:3

Teach me Your p Ps 25:4

and all her p are Prov 3:17

p they have not Is 42:16

themselves crooked p Is 59:8

Make His p straight Matt 3:3

and make straight p Heb 12:13

PATIENCE

‘Master, have p Matt 18:26

and bear fruit with p Luke 8:15

Now may the God of p Rom 15:5

labor of love, and p 1 Thess 1:3

faith, love, p 1 Tim 6:11

your faith produces p James 1:3

p have its perfect James 1:4

in the kingdom and p Rev 1:9

Here is the p and the Rev 13:10

PATIENT

rejoicing in hope, p Rom 12:12

uphold the weak, be p 1 Thess 5:14

PATIENTLY

the LORD, and wait p Ps 37:7

if you take it p 1 Pet 2:20

PATMOS

John, banished here, receives the Revelation, Rev 1:9

PATRIARCHS

begot the twelve p Acts 7:8

PATTERN

p which you were Ex 26:30

as you have us for a p Phil 3:17

Hold fast the p 2 Tim 1:13

p shown you on the Heb 8:5

PAUL

Roman citizen from Tarsus; studied under Gamaliel, Acts 22:3, 25–28

Originally called Saul; persecutes the church, Acts 7:58; 8:1, 3; 9:1, 2

Converted on road to Damascus, Acts 9:3–19

Preaches in Damascus; escapes to Jerusalem and then to Tarsus, Acts 9:20–30

Ministers in Antioch; sent to Jerusalem, Acts 11:25–30

First missionary journey, Acts 13; 14

Speaks for Gentiles at Jerusalem Council, Acts 15:1–5, 12

Second missionary journey, Acts 15:36–18:22

Third missionary journey, Acts 18:23–21:14

Arrested in Jerusalem; defense before Roman authorities, Acts 21:15–26:32

Sent to Rome, Acts 27:1–28:31

His epistles, Rom; 1 and 2 Cor; Gal; Eph; Phil; Col; 1 and 2 Thess; 1 and 2 Tim; Titus; Philem

PAULUS, SERGIUS

Roman proconsul of Cyprus, Acts 13:4, 7

PAVILION

shall hide me in His p Ps 27:5

them secretly in a p Ps 31:20

PAWS

He p in the valley Job 39:21

PAY

with which to p Prov 22:27

priests teach for p Mic 3:11

with me, and I will p Matt 18:26

p taxes to Caesar Matt 22:17

For you p tithe of Matt 23:23

PEACE

“These men are at p Gen 34:21

I will give p in the Lev 26:6

you, and give you p Num 6:26

‘Make p with me by a 2 Kin 18:31

field shall be at p Job 5:23

both lie down in p Ps 4:8

seek p and pursue it Ps 34:14

for He will speak p Ps 85:8

p have those who Ps 119:165

I am for p Ps 120:7

for the p of Jerusalem Ps 122:6

P be within your walls Ps 122:7

P be upon Israel Ps 125:5

war, and a time of p Eccl 3:8

Father, Prince of P Is 9:6

keep him in perfect p Is 26:3

p they have not Is 59:8

slightly, saying, ‘P Jer 6:14

“We looked for p Jer 8:15

give you assured p Jer 14:13

they will seek p Ezek 7:25

P be multiplied Dan 4:1

this One shall be p Mic 5:5

place I will give p Hag 2:9

is worthy, let your p Matt 10:13

that I came to bring p Matt 10:34

and on earth p Luke 2:14

if a son of p is there Luke 10:6

that make for your p Luke 19:42

I leave with you, My p John 14:27

in Me you may have p John 16:33

Grace to you and p Rom 1:7

by faith, we have p Rom 5:1

God has called us to p 1 Cor 7:15

p will be with you 2 Cor 13:11

Spirit is love, joy, p Gal 5:22

He Himself is our p Eph 2:14

and the p of God Phil 4:7

heaven, having made p Col 1:20

And let the p of God Col 3:15

Be at p among 1 Thess 5:13

faith, love, p 2 Tim 2:22

meaning “king of p,”Heb 7:2

is sown in p by those James 3:18

p be multiplied 2 Pet 1:2

PEACEABLE

and p life in all 1 Tim 2:2

is first pure, then p James 3:17

PEACEABLY

on you, live p Rom 12:18

PEACEFUL

in a p habitation Is 32:18

PEACEMAKERS

Blessed are the p Matt 5:9

PEARL

had found one p Matt 13:46

gate was of one p Rev 21:21

PEARLS

nor cast your p Matt 7:6

hair or gold or p 1 Tim 2:9

gates were twelve p Rev 21:21

PEG

wife, took a tent p Judg 4:21

will fasten him as a p Is 22:23

PEKAH

Son of Remaliah; usurps Israel’s throne, 2 Kin 15:25–28

Forms alliance with Rezin of Syria against Ahaz, Is 7:1–9

Alliance defeated; captives returned, 2 Kin 16:5–9

Territory of, overrun by Tiglath-Pileser, 2 Kin 15:29

Assassinated by Hoshea, 2 Kin 15:30

PEKAHIAH

Son of Menahem; king of Israel, 2 Kin 15:22–26

Assassinated by Pekah, 2 Kin 15:23–25

PEN

My tongue is the p Ps 45:1

on it with a man’s p Is 8:1

to write to you with p 3 John 13

PENNY

have paid the last p Matt 5:26

PENTECOST

P had fully come Acts 2:1

PENUEL

Place east of Jordan; site of Jacob’s wrestling with angel, Gen 32:24–31

Inhabitants of, slain by Gideon, Judg 8:8, 9, 17

PEOPLE

will take you as My p Ex 6:7

Who is like you, a p Deut 33:29

p shall be my p Ruth 1:16

if My p who are called 2 Chr 7:14

p who know the joyful Ps 89:15

We are His p and the Ps 100:3

Happy are the p Ps 144:15

“Blessed is Egypt My p Is 19:25

this is a rebellious p Is 30:9

p who provoke Me Is 65:3

and they shall be My p Jer 24:7

for you are not My p Hos 1:9

like p, like priest Hos 4:9

to make ready a p Luke 1:17

take out of them a p Acts 15:14

who were not My p Rom 9:25

and they shall be My p 2 Cor 6:16

His own special p Titus 2:14

LORD will judge His p Heb 10:30

but are now the p 1 Pet 2:10

tribe and tongue and p Rev 5:9

they shall be His p Rev 21:3

PEOR

Mountain of Moab opposite Jericho, Num 23:28

Israel’s camp seen from, Num 24:2

— Moabite god called Baal of Peor, Num 25:3, 5, 18

Israelites punished for worship of, Num 31:16

PERCEIVE

given you a heart to p Deut 29:4

but I cannot p Job 23:8

seeing, but do not p Is 6:9

may see and not p Mark 4:12

PERDITION

except the son of p John 17:12

to them a proof of p Phil 1:28

revealed, the son of p 2 Thess 2:3

who draw back to p Heb 10:39

day of judgment and p 2 Pet 3:7

PEREZ

One of Judah’s twin sons by Tamar, Gen 38:24–30

PERFECT

Noah was a just man, p Gen 6:9

one who is p in Job 36:4

for God, His way is p Ps 18:30

You were p in your Ezek 28:15

Father in heaven is p Matt 5:48

“If you want to be p Matt 19:21

they may be made p John 17:23

and p will of God Rom 12:2

when that which is p 1 Cor 13:10

present every man p Col 1:28

the law made nothing p Heb 7:19

of just men made p Heb 12:23

good gift and every p James 1:17

in word, he is a p James 3:2

p love casts out fear 1 John 4:18

PERFECTED

third day I shall be p Luke 13:32

or am already p Phil 3:12

the Son who has been p Heb 7:28

the love of God is p 1 John 2:5

PERFECTION

the p of beauty Ps 50:2

consummation of all p Ps 119:96

let us go on to p Heb 6:1

PERFORM

p Your statutes Ps 119:112

am ready to p My word Jer 1:12

how to p what is good Rom 7:18

PERGA

Visited by Paul, Acts 13:13, 14; 14:25

PERGAMOS

Site of one of the seven churches, Rev 1:11

Special message to, Rev 2:12–17

PERIL

or nakedness, or p Rom 8:35

PERILOUS

from the p pestilence Ps 91:3

in the last days p 2 Tim 3:1

PERILS

journeys often, in p 2 Cor 11:26

PERISH

“Surely we die, we p Num 17:12

All flesh would p Job 34:15

they p at the rebuke Ps 80:16

very day his plans p Ps 146:4

so that we may not p Jon 1:6

little ones should p Matt 18:14

will all likewise p Luke 13:3

in Him should not p John 3:16

they shall never p John 10:28

concern things which p Col 2:22

among those who p 2 Thess 2:10

that any should p 2 Pet 3:9

PERISHABLE

do it to obtain a p 1 Cor 9:25

PERISHED

p being innocent Job 4:7

Truth has p and has Jer 7:28

The faithful man has p Mic 7:2

PERISHING

We are p Matt 8:25

to those who are p 2 Cor 4:3

PERIZZITES

One of seven Canaanite nations, Deut 7:1

Possessed Palestine in Abraham’s time, Gen 13:7

Jacob’s fear of, Gen 34:30

Many of, slain by Judah, Judg 1:4, 5

PERJURER

p shall be expelled Zech 5:3

PERMIT

the Spirit did not p Acts 16:7

I do not p a woman 1 Tim 2:12

PERMITS

you, if the Lord p 1 Cor 16:7

we will do if God p Heb 6:3

PERMITTED

p no one to do them Ps 105:14

PERPETUATED

Your name shall be p Nah 1:14

PERPLEXED

at one another, p John 13:22

we are p 2 Cor 4:8

PERSECUTE

p me as God does Job 19:22

p me wrongfully Ps 119:86

when they revile and p Matt 5:11

Bless those who p Rom 12:14

PERSECUTED

p the poor and needy Ps 109:16

p the prophets who Matt 5:12

If they p Me John 15:20

p the church of God 1 Cor 15:9

p, but not forsaken 2 Cor 4:9

p us now preaches the Gal 1:23

PERSECUTES

wicked in his pride p Ps 10:2

PERSECUTION

p arises because of Matt 13:21

At that time a great p Acts 8:1

do I still suffer p Gal 5:11

PERSECUTOR

a blasphemer, a p 1 Tim 1:13

PERSEVERANCE

tribulation produces p Rom 5:3

to this end will all p Eph 6:18

longsuffering, love, p 2 Tim 3:10

to self-control p 2 Pet 1:6

PERSEVERE

kept My command to p Rev 3:10

PERSISTENCE

p he will rise and Luke 11:8

PERSON

In whose eyes a vile p Ps 15:4

p will suffer hunger Prov 19:15

do not regard the p Matt 22:16

express image of His p Heb 1:3

let it be the hidden p 1 Pet 3:4

PERSUADE

“You almost p me Acts 26:28

the Lord, we p men 2 Cor 5:11

For do I now p men Gal 1:10

PERSUADED

a ruler is p Prov 25:15

neither will they be p Luke 16:31

p that He is able 2 Tim 1:12

PERSUASIVE

p words of human 1 Cor 2:4

you with p words Col 2:4

PERTAINING

Priest in things p Heb 2:17

for men in things p Heb 5:1

PERTURBED

things the earth is p Prov 30:21

PERVERSE

your way is p Num 22:32

for the p person is an Prov 3:32

p lips far from you Prov 4:24

p heart will be Prov 12:8

p man sows strife Prov 16:28

but he who is p Prov 28:18

from this p generation Acts 2:40

PERVERSITY

in oppression and p Is 30:12

PERVERT

You shall not p Deut 16:19

and p all equity Mic 3:9

p the gospel of Christ Gal 1:7

PERVERTING

We found this fellow p Luke 23:2

will you not cease p Acts 13:10

PERVERTS

p the words of the Ex 23:8

p his ways will become Prov 10:9

PESTILENCE

from the perilous p Ps 91:3

p that walks in Ps 91:6

Before Him went p Hab 3:5

PESTILENCES

will be famines, p Matt 24:7

PETER

Fisherman; called to discipleship, Matt 4:18–20; John 1:40–42

Called as apostle, Matt 10:2–4

Walks on water, Matt 14:28–33

Confesses Christ’s deity, Matt 16:13–19

Rebuked by Christ, Matt 16:21–23

Witnesses Transfiguration, Matt 17:1–8; 2 Pet 1:16–18

Denies Christ three times, Matt 26:69–75

Commissioned to feed Christ’s sheep, John 21:15–17

Leads disciples, Acts 1:15–26

Preaches at Pentecost, Acts 2:1–41

Performs miracles, Acts 3:1–11; 5:14–16; 9:32–43

Called to minister to Gentiles, Acts 10

Defends his visit to Gentiles, Acts 11:1–18

Imprisoned and delivered, Acts 12:3–19

Speaks at Jerusalem Council, Acts 15:7–14

Writes epistles, 1 Pet 1:1; 2 Pet 1:1

PETITION

of Israel grant your p 1 Sam 1:17

PETITIONS

fulfill all your p Ps 20:5

p that we have asked 1 John 5:15

PHARAOH

Kings of Egypt, contemporaries of:

Abraham, Gen 12:15–20

Joseph, Gen 40; 41

Moses in youth, Ex 1:8–11

the Exodus, Ex 5–14

Solomon, 1 Kin 3:1; 11:17–20

Other Pharaohs, 1 Kin 14:25, 26; 2 Kin 17:4; 18:21; 19:9; 23:29; Jer 44:30

PHARISEE

to pray, one a P Luke 18:10

and brethren, I am a P Acts 23:6

PHILADELPHIA

City of Lydia in Asia Minor; church established here, Rev 1:11

PHILEMON

Christian at Colosse to whom Paul writes, Philem 1

Paul appeals to him to receive Onesimus, Philem 9–21

PHILETUS

False teacher, 2 Tim 2:17, 18

PHILIP

Son of Herod the Great, Matt 14:3

— One of the twelve apostles, Matt 10:3

Brings Nathanael to Christ, John 1:43–48

Tested by Christ, John 6:5–7

Introduces Greeks to Christ, John 12:20–22

Gently rebuked by Christ, John 14:8–12

— One of the first seven deacons, Acts 6:5

Called an evangelist, Acts 21:8

Preaches in Samaria, Acts 8:5–13

Leads the Ethiopian eunuch to Christ, Acts 8:26–40

PHILIPPI

City of Macedonia (named after Philip of Macedon); visited by Paul, Acts 16:12; 20:6

Paul writes letter to church of, Phil 1:1

PHILISTIA

The land of the Philistines, Gen 21:32, 34; Josh 13:2; Ps 60:8

PHILISTINES

Not attacked by Joshua, Josh 13:1–3

Left to test Israel, Judg 3:1–4

God delivers Israel to, as punishment, Judg 10:6, 7

Israel delivered from, by Samson, Judg 13–16

Capture, then return the ark of the Lord, 1 Sam 4–6

Wars and dealings with Saul and David, 1 Sam 13:15–14:23; 17:1–52; 18:25–27; 21:10–15; 27:1–28:6; 29:1–11; 31:1–13; 2 Sam 5:17–25

Originally on the island of Caphtor, Jer 47:4

Prophecies concerning, Is 9:11, 12; Jer 25:15–20; 47:1–7; Ezek 25:15–17; Zeph 2:4–6

PHILOSOPHERS

p encountered him Acts 17:18

PHILOSOPHY

cheat you through p Col 2:8

PHINEHAS

Aaron’s grandson; executes God’s judgment, Num 25:1–18; Ps 106:30, 31

Settles dispute over memorial altar, Josh 22:11–32

— Younger son of Eli; abuses his office, 1 Sam 1:3; 2:12–17, 22–36

Killed by Philistines, 1 Sam 4:11, 17

PHOENICIA

Mediterranean coastal region including the cities of Ptolemais, Tyre, Zarephath and Sidon; evangelized by early Christians, Acts 11:19

Jesus preaches here, Matt 15:21

PHRYGIA

Jews from, at Pentecost, Acts 2:1, 10

Visited twice by Paul, Acts 16:6

PHYLACTERIES

They make their p Matt 23:5

PHYSICIAN

Gilead, is there no p Jer 8:22

have no need of a p Matt 9:12

Luke the beloved p Col 4:14

PHYSICIANS

are all worthless p Job 13:4

her livelihood on p Luke 8:43

PIECES

for my wages thirty p Zech 11:12

they took the thirty p Matt 27:9

shall be dashed to p Rev 2:17

PIERCE

and his master shall p Ex 21:6

a sword will p Luke 2:35

PIERCED

p My hands and My feet Ps 22:16

on Me whom they have p Zech 12:10

of the soldiers p John 19:34

p themselves through 1 Tim 6:10

and they also who p Rev 1:7

PIERCING

p even to the division Heb 4:12

PIETY

first learn to show p 1 Tim 5:4

PI HAHIROTH

Israel camps there before crossing the Red Sea, Ex 14:2, 9; Num 33:7, 8

PILATE, PONTIUS

Governor of Judea (A.D. 26–36), Luke 3:1

Questions Jesus and delivers Him to Jews, Matt 27:2, 11–26; John 18:28–19:16

PILGRIMAGE

heart is set on p Ps 84:5

In the house of my p Ps 119:54

PILGRIMS

we are aliens and p 1 Chr 29:15

were strangers and p Heb 11:13

PILLAR

and she became a p Gen 19:26

and by night in a p Ex 13:21

the living God, the p 1 Tim 3:15

PILLARS

break their sacred p Ex 34:13

I set up its p firmly Ps 75:3

out her seven p Prov 9:1

blood and fire and p Joel 2:30

and his feet like p Rev 10:1

PILOT

rudder wherever the p James 3:4

PINE

cypress tree and the p Is 41:19

for these p away Lam 4:9

PINNACLE

set Him on the p Luke 4:9

PISGAH

Balaam offers sacrifice upon, Num 23:14

Moses views Promised Land from, Deut 3:27

Site of Moses’ death, Deut 34:1–7

PISHON

One of Eden’s four rivers, Gen 2:10, 11

PISIDIA

Twice visited by Paul, Acts 13:13, 14; 14:24

PIT

cast him into some p Gen 37:20

soul draws near the P Job 33:22

who go down to the p Ps 28:1

woman is a deep p Prov 22:14

a harlot is a deep p Prov 23:27

fall into his own p Prov 28:10

my life in the p Lam 3:53

who descend into the P Ezek 31:16

up my life from the p Jon 2:6

from the waterless p Zech 9:11

if it falls into a p Matt 12:11

into the bottomless p Rev 20:3

PITCHERS

hand, with empty p Judg 7:16

PITIABLE

of all men the most p 1 Cor 15:19

PITS

The proud have dug p Ps 119:85

PITY

eye shall have no p Deut 7:16

“Have p on me Job 19:21

for someone to take p Ps 69:20

He who has p on the Prov 19:17

p He redeemed them Is 63:9

land, and p His people Joel 2:18

And should I not p Jon 4:11

just as I had p Matt 18:33

PLACE

p know him anymore Job 7:10

All go to one p Eccl 3:20

return again to My p Hos 5:15

Come, see the p Matt 28:6

My word has no p John 8:37

I go to prepare a p John 14:2

might go to his own p Acts 1:25

PLACES

set them in slippery p Ps 73:18

dark p of the earth Ps 74:20

and the rough p Is 40:4

They love the best p Matt 23:6

in the heavenly p Eph 1:3

PLAGUE

bring yet one more p Ex 11:1

p come near your Ps 91:10

and the p was stopped Ps 106:30

PLAGUES

I will send all My p Ex 9:14

I will be your p Hos 13:14

p that are written Rev 22:18

PLAINLY

the Christ, tell us p John 10:24

now You are speaking p John 16:29

such things declare p Heb 11:14

PLAN

p evil things in their Ps 140:2

Let none of you p Zech 7:10

PLANK

First remove the p Matt 7:5

PLANS

He makes the p of the Ps 33:10

in that very day his p Ps 146:4

that devises wicked p Prov 6:18

A man’s heart p Prov 16:9

P are established Prov 20:18

PLANT

A time to p Eccl 3:2

Him as a tender p Is 53:2

they shall p vineyards Is 65:21

p of an alien vine Jer 2:21

p which My heavenly Matt 15:13

PLANTED

shall be like a tree p Ps 1:3

Your right hand has p Ps 80:15

shall they be p Is 40:24

by the roots and be p Luke 17:6

I p, Apollos watered 1 Cor 3:6

PLANTS

our sons may be as p Ps 144:12

down its choice p Is 16:8

neither he who p 1 Cor 3:7

PLATFORM

scribe stood on a p Neh 8:4

PLATTER

head here on a p Matt 14:8

PLAY

and rose up to p Ex 32:6

p skillfully with a Ps 33:3

nursing child shall p Is 11:8

and rose up to p 1 Cor 10:7

PLEAD

the one who would p Judg 6:31

Oh, that one might p Job 16:21

p my cause against an Ps 43:1

p with your friend Prov 6:3

Behold, I will p Jer 2:35

p His case with all Jer 25:31

PLEADED

Then Moses p with the Ex 32:11

this thing I p with 2 Cor 12:8

PLEADING

though God were p 2 Cor 5:20

PLEASANT

food, that it was p Gen 3:6

they despised the p Ps 106:24

how good and how p Ps 133:1

and knowledge is p Prov 2:10

P words are like a Prov 16:24

p places of the Jer 23:10

Is he a p child Jer 31:20

I ate no p food Dan 10:3

PLEASANTNESS

Her ways are ways of p Prov 3:17

PLEASE

When a man’s ways p Prov 16:7

do those things that p John 8:29

in the flesh cannot p Rom 8:8

p his neighbor for his Rom 15:2

how he may p the Lord 1 Cor 7:32

Or do I seek to p men Gal 1:10

is impossible to p Him Heb 11:6

PLEASED

Then You shall be p Ps 51:19

The LORD is well p Is 42:21

Would he be p with you Mal 1:8

in whom I am well p Matt 3:17

God was not well p 1 Cor 10:5

testimony, that he p Heb 11:5

in whom I am well p 2 Pet 1:17

PLEASES

He does whatever He p Ps 115:3

Whatever the LORD p Ps 135:6

PLEASING

sacrifice, well p Phil 4:18

for this is well p Col 3:20

in you what is well p Heb 13:21

PLEASURE

not a God who takes p Ps 5:4

Do good in Your good p Ps 51:18

Your servants take p Ps 102:14

p will be a poor man Prov 21:17

for He has no p Eccl 5:4

shall perform all My p Is 44:28

your fast you find p Is 58:3

nor finding your own p Is 58:13

Do I have any p Ezek 18:23

I have no p in you Mal 1:10

your Father’s good p Luke 12:32

to the good p of His Eph 1:5

fulfill all the good p 2 Thess 1:11

p is dead while 1 Tim 5:6

for sin You had no p Heb 10:6

back, My soul has no p Heb 10:38

p that war in your James 4:1

on the earth in p James 5:5

PLEASURES

Your right hand are p Ps 16:11

cares, riches, and p Luke 8:14

to enjoy the passing p Heb 11:25

PLEIADES

Part of God’s creation, Job 9:9; Amos 5:8

PLENTIFUL

You, O God, sent a p Ps 68:9

The harvest truly is p Matt 9:37

PLENTIFULLY

rich man yielded p Luke 12:16

PLENTY

p which were in the Gen 41:53

LORD will grant you p Deut 28:11

his land will have p Prov 28:19

PLIGHT

He laughs at the p Job 9:23

PLOT

and the people p Ps 2:1

p became known to Saul Acts 9:24

PLOTS

The wicked p against Ps 37:12

PLOTTED

and p to take Jesus by Matt 26:4

chief priests p John 12:10

PLOW

lazy man will not p Prov 20:4

Does one p there with Amos 6:12

put his hand to the p Luke 9:62

he who plows should p 1 Cor 9:10

PLOWED

“Zion shall be p Jer 26:18

You have p wickedness Hos 10:13

of you Zion shall be p Mic 3:12

PLOWMAN

p shall overtake the Amos 9:13

PLUCK

grain, you may p Deut 23:25

who pass by the way p Ps 80:12

obey, I will utterly p Jer 12:17

p the heads of grain Mark 2:23

PLUCKED

p the victim from his Job 29:17

cheeks to those who p Is 50:6

And His disciples p Luke 6:1

you would have p Gal 4:15

PLUMB

a p line, with a p Amos 7:7

rejoice to see the p Zech 4:10

PLUNDER

p the Egyptians Ex 3:22

who pass by the way p Ps 89:41

The p of the poor is Is 3:14

p you shall become Jer 30:16

house and p his goods Matt 12:29

PLUNDERED

stouthearted were p Ps 76:5

a people robbed and p Is 42:22

“And when you are p Jer 4:30

Because you have p Hab 2:8

PLUNDERING

me because of the p Is 22:4

accepted the p of your Heb 10:34

POETS

some of your own p Acts 17:28

POISON

the p of asps is under Ps 140:3

“The p of asps is Rom 3:13

evil, full of deadly p James 3:8

POISONED

p by bitterness Acts 8:23

p their minds against Acts 14:2

POLLUTIONS

have escaped the p 2 Pet 2:20

POMP

multitude and their p Is 5:14

p is brought down to Is 14:11

had come with great p Acts 25:23

POMPOUS

and a mouth speaking p Dan 7:8

PONDER

P the path of your Prov 4:26

PONDERED

p them in her heart Luke 2:19

PONDERS

p all his paths Prov 5:21

PONTUS

Jews from, at Pentecost, Acts 2:5, 9

Home of Aquila, Acts 18:2

Christians of, addressed by Peter, 1 Pet 1:1

POOL

the wilderness a p Is 41:18

by the Sheep Gate a p John 5:2

POOLS

also covers it with p Ps 84:6

a wilderness into p Ps 107:35

your eyes like the p Song 7:4

POOR

p shall not give less Ex 30:15

be partial to the p Lev 19:15

p will never cease Deut 15:11

So the p have hope Job 5:16

and forsaken the p Job 20:19

I delivered the p Job 29:12

soul grieved for the p Job 30:25

p shall eat and be Ps 22:26

p man cried out Ps 34:6

But I am p and needy Ps 40:17

goodness for the p Ps 68:10

Let the p and needy Ps 74:21

yet He sets the p Ps 107:41

He raises the p Ps 113:7

a slack hand becomes p Prov 10:4

p man is hated even Prov 14:20

has mercy on the p Prov 14:21

who oppresses the p Prov 14:31

p reproaches his Maker Prov 17:5

p man is better than a Prov 19:22

p have this in common Prov 22:2

Do not rob the p Prov 22:22

p man who oppresses Prov 28:3

remembered that same p Eccl 9:15

for silver, and the p Amos 2:6

the alien or the p Zech 7:10

in particular the p Zech 11:7

“Blessed are the p Matt 5:3

p have the gospel Matt 11:5

For you have the p Matt 26:11

your sakes He became p 2 Cor 8:9

should remember the p Gal 2:10

God not chosen the p James 2:5

have dishonored the p James 2:6

wretched, miserable, p Rev 3:17

PORCIUS FESTUS

Paul stands trial before, Acts 25:1–22

PORTION

For the LORD’s p Deut 32:9

double p of your spirit 2 Kin 2:9

This is the p from God Job 20:29

O LORD, You are the p Ps 16:5

heart and my p forever Ps 73:26

You are my p Ps 119:57

I will divide Him a p Is 53:12

rejoice in their p Is 61:7

The P of Jacob is not Jer 10:16

they have trodden My p Jer 12:10

“The LORD is my p Lam 3:24

and appoint him his p Matt 24:51

to give them their p Luke 12:42

give me the p Luke 15:12

PORTRAYED

Christ was clearly p Gal 3:1

POSITION

If a man desires the p 1 Tim 3:1

POSSESS

descendants shall p Gen 22:17

p the land which Josh 1:11

By your patience p Luke 21:19

p his own vessel 1 Thess 4:4

POSSESSED

much land yet to be p Josh 13:1

“The LORD p me at Prov 8:22

of the things he p Acts 4:32

POSSESSING

and yet p all things 2 Cor 6:10

POSSESSION

as an everlasting p Gen 17:8

the rest of their p Ps 17:14

they did not gain p Ps 44:3

of the purchased p Eph 1:14

and an enduring p Heb 10:34

POSSESSIONS

is full of Your p Ps 104:24

kinds of precious p Prov 1:13

Yes, I had greater p Eccl 2:7

for he had great p Mark 10:22

and there wasted his p Luke 15:13

and sold their p Acts 2:45

POSSIBLE

God all things are p Matt 19:26

p that the blood Heb 10:4

POSTERITY

to preserve a p Gen 45:7

p shall serve Him Ps 22:30

p who approve their Ps 49:13

POT

to Aaron, “Take a p Ex 16:33

from a boiling p Job 41:20

The refining p is for Prov 17:3

p that had the manna Heb 9:4

POTENTATE

the blessed and only P 1 Tim 6:15

POTIPHAR

High Egyptian officer, Gen 39:1

Puts Joseph in jail, Gen 39:20

POTS

when we sat by the p Ex 16:3

also took away the p Jer 52:18

are regarded as clay p Lam 4:2

POTSHERD

for himself a p Job 2:8

is dried up like a p Ps 22:15

Let the p strive with Is 45:9

POTTER’S FIELD

Judas’s money used for purchase of, Matt 27:7, 8

POUR

p out your heart Ps 62:8

P out Your wrath Ps 79:6

p My Spirit on your Is 44:3

and let the skies p Is 45:8

P out Your fury Jer 10:25

that I will p out My Joel 2:28

“And I will p Zech 12:10

angels, “Go and p Rev 16:1

POURED

And now my soul is p Job 30:16

I am p out like water Ps 22:14

grace is p upon Your Ps 45:2

name is ointment p Song 1:3

visited You, they p Is 26:16

strong, because He p Is 53:12

and My fury will be p Jer 7:20

His fury is p out like Nah 1:6

broke the flask and p Mark 14:3

of God has been p Rom 5:5

if I am being p Phil 2:17

I am already being p 2 Tim 4:6

whom He p out on us Titus 3:6

POVERTY

of the poor is their p Prov 10:15

but it leads to p Prov 11:24

P and shame will come Prov 13:18

leads only to p Prov 14:23

lest you come to p Prov 20:13

give me neither p Prov 30:8

p put in all the Luke 21:4

and their deep p 2 Cor 8:2

p might become rich 2 Cor 8:9

tribulation, and p Rev 2:9

POWER

that I may show My p Ex 9:16

become glorious in p Ex 15:6

for God has p to help 2 Chr 25:8

him who is without p Job 26:2

p who can understand Job 26:14

p belongs to God Ps 62:11

p Your enemies shall Ps 66:3

gives strength and p Ps 68:35

a king is, there is p Eccl 8:4

No one has p over the Eccl 8:8

the strength of His p Is 40:26

truly I am full of p Mic 3:8

anger and great in p Nah 1:3

‘Not by might nor by p Zech 4:6

the kingdom and the p Matt 6:13

the Son of Man has p Matt 9:6

who had given such p Matt 9:8

p over unclean spirits Matt 10:1

Scriptures nor the p Matt 22:29

p to heal sicknesses Mark 3:15

p had gone out of Him Mark 5:30

Jesus returned in the p Luke 4:14

And the p of the Lord Luke 5:17

p went out from Him Luke 6:19

you are endued with p Luke 24:49

I have p to lay it John 10:18

not know that I have p John 19:10

“You could have no p John 19:11

you shall receive p Acts 1:8

as though by our own p Acts 3:12

man is the great p Acts 8:10

“Give me this p Acts 8:19

for it is the p Rom 1:16

even His eternal p Rom 1:20

saved it is the p 1 Cor 1:18

Greeks, Christ the p 1 Cor 1:24

not in word but in p 1 Cor 4:20

be brought under the p 1 Cor 6:12

that the p of Christ 2 Cor 12:9

greatness of His p Eph 1:19

working of His p Eph 3:7

the Lord and in the p Eph 6:10

to His glorious p Col 1:11

the glory of His p 2 Thess 1:9

of fear, but of p 2 Tim 1:7

by the word of His p Heb 1:3

p of death, that Heb 2:14

but according to the p Heb 7:16

as His divine p 2 Pet 1:3

dominion and p Jude 25

to him I will give p Rev 2:26

glory and honor and p Rev 4:11

honor and glory and p Rev 5:13

POWERFUL

of the LORD is p Ps 29:4

of God is living and p Heb 4:12

POWERS

principalities and p Col 2:15

word of God and the p Heb 6:5

PRAETORIUM

Pilate’s, in Jerusalem, Mark 15:16; John 18:28; Matt 27:27

— Herod’s palace at Caesarea, Acts 23:35

PRAISE

your brothers shall p Gen 49:8

He is your p Deut 10:21

I will sing p to the Judg 5:3

p shall be of You in Ps 22:25

For p from the upright Ps 33:1

p shall continually be Ps 34:1

the people shall p Ps 45:17

Whoever offers p Ps 50:23

P is awaiting You Ps 65:1

make His p glorious Ps 66:2

let all the peoples p Ps 67:3

Let heaven and earth p Ps 69:34

p shall be continually Ps 71:6

And the heavens will p Ps 89:5

silent, O God of my p Ps 109:1

Seven times a day I p Ps 119:164

All Your works shall p Ps 145:10

shall speak the p Ps 145:21

P the LORD Ps 148:1

that has breath p Ps 150:6

Let another man p Prov 27:2

let her own works p Prov 31:31

And your gates P Is 60:18

He makes Jerusalem a p Is 62:7

For You are my p Jer 17:14

Me a name of joy, a p Jer 33:9

give you fame and p Zeph 3:20

You have perfected p Matt 21:16

of men more than the p John 12:43

p is not from men but Rom 2:29

Then each one’s p 1 Cor 4:5

the brother whose p 2 Cor 8:18

should be to the p Eph 1:12

to the glory and p Phil 1:11

I will sing p to You Heb 2:12

the sacrifice of p Heb 13:15

and for the p of those 1 Pet 2:14

saying, “P our God Rev 19:5

PRAISED

who is worthy to be p 2 Sam 22:4

daily He shall be p Ps 72:15

LORD’s name is to be p Ps 113:3

and greatly to be p Ps 145:3

where our fathers p Is 64:11

the Most High and p Dan 4:34

PRAISES

enthroned in the p Ps 22:3

it is good to sing p Ps 147:1

and he p her Prov 31:28

shall proclaim the p Is 60:6

you may proclaim the p 1 Pet 2:9

PRAISEWORTHY

if there is anything p Phil 4:8

PRAISING

they will still be p Ps 84:4

of the heavenly host p Luke 2:13

in the temple p Luke 24:53

PRAY

LORD in ceasing to p 1 Sam 12:23

humble themselves, and p 2 Chr 7:14

at noon I will p Ps 55:17

who hate you, and p Matt 5:44

“And when you p Matt 6:5

But you, when you p Matt 6:6

manner, therefore, p Matt 6:9

Watch and p Matt 26:41

to the mountain to p Mark 6:46

“Lord, teach us to p Luke 11:1

men always ought to p Luke 18:1

And I will p John 14:16

I do not p for the John 17:9

“I do not p for John 17:20

know what we should p Rom 8:26

I will p with the 1 Cor 14:15

p without ceasing 1 Thess 5:17

Brethren, p for us 1 Thess 5:25

therefore that the men p 1 Tim 2:8

Let him p James 5:13

to one another, and p James 5:16

say that he should p 1 John 5:16

p that you may prosper 3 John 2

PRAYED

Pharisee stood and p Luke 18:11

p more earnestly Luke 22:44

p earnestly that it James 5:17

PRAYER

in heaven their p 1 Kin 8:45

p made in this place 2 Chr 7:15

fear, and restrain p Job 15:4

And my p is pure Job 16:17

p would return to my Ps 35:13

A p to the God of my Ps 42:8

P also will be made Ps 72:15

Let my p come before Ps 88:2

He shall regard the p Ps 102:17

but I give myself to p Ps 109:4

to the LORD, but the p Prov 15:8

not go out except by p Matt 17:21

all night in p to God Luke 6:12

continually to p Acts 6:4

where p was Acts 16:13

steadfastly in p Rom 12:12

to fasting and p 1 Cor 7:5

always with all p Eph 6:18

but in everything by p Phil 4:6

the word of God and p 1 Tim 4:5

And the p of faith James 5:15

PRAYERS

though you make many p Is 1:15

pretense make long p Matt 23:14

fervently for you in p Col 4:12

that supplications, p 1 Tim 2:1

p may not be hindered 1 Pet 3:7

are open to their p 1 Pet 3:12

and watchful in your p 1 Pet 4:7

which are the p Rev 5:8

with the p of the saints Rev 8:4

PREACH

that great city, and p Jon 3:2

time Jesus began to p Matt 4:17

you hear in the ear, p Matt 10:27

P the gospel to the Luke 4:18

p the kingdom of God Luke 9:60

And how shall they p Rom 10:15

p Christ crucified 1 Cor 1:23

is me if I do not p 1 Cor 9:16

I or they, so we p 1 Cor 15:11

For we do not p 2 Cor 4:5

p Christ even from Phil 1:15

P the word 2 Tim 4:2

PREACHED

p that people Mark 6:12

out and p everywhere Mark 16:20

of sins should be p Luke 24:47

p Christ to them Acts 8:5

through this Man is p Acts 13:38

lest, when I have p 1 Cor 9:27

whom we have not p 2 Cor 11:4

than what we have p Gal 1:8

in truth, Christ is p Phil 1:18

the gospel was p Heb 4:2

also He went and p 1 Pet 3:19

PREACHER

The words of the P Eccl 1:1

they hear without a p Rom 10:14

I was appointed a p 1 Tim 2:7

of eight people, a p 2 Pet 2:5

PREACHES

the Jesus whom Paul p Acts 19:13

p another Jesus whom 2 Cor 11:4

p any other gospel Gal 1:9

p the faith which he Gal 1:23

PREACHING

p Jesus as the Acts 5:42

to my gospel and the p Rom 16:25

not risen, then our p 1 Cor 15:14

PRECEDE

p those who are asleep 1 Thess 4:15

PRECEPT

p must be upon p Is 28:10

PRECEPTS

and commanded them p Neh 9:14

all His p are sure Ps 111:7

us to keep Your p Ps 119:4

how I love Your p Ps 119:159

and kept all his p Jer 35:18

PRECIOUS

because my life was p 1 Sam 26:21

P in the sight of the Ps 116:15

How p also are Your Ps 139:17

She is more p than Prov 3:15

Since you were p Is 43:4

p things shall not Is 44:9

if you take out the p Jer 15:19

The p sons of Zion Lam 4:2

farmer waits for the p James 5:7

more p than gold 1 Pet 1:7

who believe, He is p 1 Pet 2:7

p in the sight of 1 Pet 3:4

PREDESTINED

He foreknew, He also p Rom 8:29

having p us to Eph 1:5

inheritance, being p Eph 1:11

PREEMINENCE

He may have the p Col 1:18

loves to have the p 3 John 9 

PREFERENCE

in honor giving p Rom 12:10

PREFERRED

comes after me is p John 1:15

PREJUDICE

these things without p 1 Tim 5:21

PREMEDITATE

p what you will Mark 13:11

PREPARATION

Now it was the P John 19:14

your feet with the p Eph 6:15

PREPARE

p your hearts for the 1 Sam 7:3

p a table before me in Ps 23:5

p mercy and truth Ps 61:7

P the way of the LORD Is 40:3

P the way for the Is 62:10

P the way of the LORD Mark 1:3

will, and did not p Luke 12:47

p a place for you John 14:2

PREPARED

place which I have p Ex 23:20

You p room for it Ps 80:9

When He p the heavens Prov 8:27

for the LORD has p Zeph 1:7

for whom it is p Matt 20:23

which You have p Luke 2:31

mercy, which He had p Rom 9:23

things which God has p 1 Cor 2:9

Now He who has p 2 Cor 5:5

p beforehand that we Eph 2:10

God, for He has p Heb 11:16

PRESENCE

themselves from the p Gen 3:8

went out from the p Gen 4:16

we die in your p Gen 47:15

P will go with you Ex 33:14

and honor the p Lev 19:32

afraid in any man’s p Deut 1:17

am terrified at His p Job 23:15

p is fullness of joy Ps 16:11

shall dwell in Your p Ps 140:13

not tremble at My p Jer 5:22

shall shake at My p Ezek 38:20

Be silent in the p Zeph 1:7

and drank in Your p Luke 13:26

full of joy in Your p Acts 2:28

but his bodily p 2 Cor 10:10

obeyed, not as in my p Phil 2:12

PRESENT

we are all p before Acts 10:33

evil is p with me Rom 7:21

p your bodies a living Rom 12:1

or death, or things p 1 Cor 3:22

absent in body but p 1 Cor 5:3

not only when I am p Gal 4:18

that He might p Eph 5:27

to p yourself 2 Tim 2:15

p you faultless Jude 24

PRESENTED

treasures, they p Matt 2:11

For just as you p Rom 6:19

PRESENTS

kings will bring p Ps 68:29

PRESERVE

before you to p life Gen 45:5

You shall p me from Ps 32:7

O LORD, You p man and Ps 36:6

He shall p your soul Ps 121:7

The LORD shall p Ps 121:8

children, I will p Jer 49:11

pardon those whom I p Jer 50:20

loses his life will p Luke 17:33

every evil work and p 2 Tim 4:18

PRESERVED

and my life is p Gen 32:30

soul, and body be p 1 Thess 5:23

PRESERVES

For the LORD p the Ps 31:23

p the souls of His Ps 97:10

The LORD p the simple Ps 116:6

who guards his mouth p Prov 13:3

he who keeps his way p Prov 16:17

PRESS

I p toward the goal Phil 3:14

PRESSED

p her virgin bosom Ezek 23:8

We are hard p on every 2 Cor 4:8

For I am hard p Phil 1:23

PRESUMPTUOUS

servant also from p Ps 19:13

PRETENDED

before them, p madness 1 Sam 21:13

PRETENSE

whole heart, but in p Jer 3:10

p make long prayers Matt 23:14

PREVAIL

no man shall p 1 Sam 2:9

our tongue we will p Ps 12:4

but they shall not p Jer 1:19

of Hades shall not p Matt 16:18

PREVAILED

hand, that Israel p Ex 17:11

with the Angel and p Hos 12:4

grew mightily and p Acts 19:20

PREY

the mountains of p Ps 76:4

has not given us as p Ps 124:6

Shall the p be taken Is 49:24

evil makes himself a p Is 59:15

shall no longer be a p Ezek 34:22

when he has no p Amos 3:4

PRICE

be weighed for its p Job 28:15

a fool the purchase p Prov 17:16

one pearl of great p Matt 13:46

back part of the p Acts 5:3

you were bought at a p 1 Cor 6:20

PRIDE

p come against me Ps 36:11

p serves as Ps 73:6

p and arrogance and Prov 8:13

By p comes nothing Prov 13:10

P goes before Prov 16:18

p will bring him low Prov 29:23

and her daughter had p Ezek 16:49

p He is able to put down Dan 4:37

was hardened in p Dan 5:20

has sworn by the p Amos 8:7

For the p of the Zech 11:3

evil eye, blasphemy, p Mark 7:22

p he fall into the 1 Tim 3:6

eyes, and the p of life 1 John 2:16

PRIEST

he was the p of God Gen 14:18

Myself a faithful p 1 Sam 2:35

p forever according Ps 110:4

the p and the prophet Is 28:7

So He shall be a p Zech 6:13

of a p should keep Mal 2:17

and faithful High P Heb 2:17

we have a great High P Heb 4:14

p forever according Heb 5:6

Christ came as High P Heb 9:11

PRIESTHOOD

be an everlasting p Ex 40:15

have defiled the p Neh 13:29

p being changed Heb 7:12

has an unchangeable p Heb 7:24

house, a holy p 1 Pet 2:5

generation, a royal p 1 Pet 2:9

PRIESTS

to Me a kingdom of p Ex 19:6

her p teach for pay Mic 3:11

made us kings and p Rev 1:6

but they shall be p Rev 20:6

PRINCE

“Who made you a p Ex 2:14

is the house of the p Job 21:28

is the downfall of a p Prov 14:28

Everlasting Father, P Is 9:6

until Messiah the P Dan 9:25

except Michael your p Dan 10:21

days without king or p Hos 3:4

p asks for gifts Mic 7:3

and killed the P Acts 3:15

His right hand to be P Acts 5:31

the p of the power Eph 2:2

PRINCES

He is not partial to p Job 34:19

to bind his p at his Ps 105:22

He may seat him with p Ps 113:8

to put confidence in p Ps 118:9

P also sit and speak Ps 119:23

p and all judges of Ps 148:11

good, nor to strike p Prov 17:26

is a child, and your p Eccl 10:16

of nobles, and your p Eccl 10:17

children to be their p Is 3:4

p will rule with Is 32:1

He brings the p Is 40:23

PRINCIPAL

Wisdom is the p Prov 4:7

PRINCIPALITIES

nor p nor powers Rom 8:38

p and powers in the heavenly places Eph 3:10

against p, against powers Eph 6:12

Having disarmed p and powers Col 2:15

PRINCIPALITY

far above all p Eph 1:21

is the head of all p Col 2:10

PRINCIPLES

from the basic p Col 2:20

again the first p Heb 5:12

PRISCILLA (or Prisca)

Wife of Aquila, Acts 18:1–3

With Aquila, instructs Apollos, Acts 18:26

Mentioned by Paul, Rom 16:3; 1 Cor 16:19; 2 Tim 4:19

PRISON

and put him into the p Gen 39:20

Bring my soul out of p Ps 142:7

in darkness from the p Is 42:7

the opening of the p Is 61:1

should put him in p Jer 29:26

John had heard in p Matt 11:2

I was in p and you Matt 25:36

to the spirits in p 1 Pet 3:19

PRISONER

the groaning of the p Ps 79:11

reason I, Paul, the p Eph 3:1

Lord, nor of me His p 2 Tim 1:8

PRISONERS

p rest together Job 3:18

does not despise His p Ps 69:33

gives freedom to the p Ps 146:7

the stronghold, you p Zech 9:12

Remember the p as if Heb 13:3

PRISONS

the synagogues and p Luke 21:12

p more frequently 2 Cor 11:23

PRIZE

life shall be as a p Jer 21:9

but one receives the p 1 Cor 9:24

the goal for the p Phil 3:14

PROCEED

For they p from evil Jer 9:3

of the same mouth p James 3:10

PROCEEDED

for I p forth John 8:42

PROCEEDS

by every word that p Deut 8:3

by every word that p Matt 4:4

Spirit of truth who p John 15:26

back part of the p Acts 5:2

PROCESSION

They have seen Your p Ps 68:24

PROCHORUS

One of the first seven deacons, Acts 6:5

PROCLAIM

you, and I will p Ex 33:19

p the name of the LORD Deut 32:3

p it not in the 2 Sam 1:20

and they shall p Is 60:6

began to p it freely Mark 1:45

knowing, Him I p Acts 17:23

drink this cup, you p 1 Cor 11:26

PROCLAIMED

p the good news Ps 40:9

company of those who p Ps 68:11

he went his way and p Luke 8:39

inner rooms will be p Luke 12:3

PROCLAIMER

“He seems to be a p Acts 17:18

PROCLAIMS

good news, who p Is 52:7

PROCONSUL

seeking to turn the p Acts 13:8

When Gallio was p Acts 18:12

PRODIGAL

with p living Luke 15:13

PRODUCE

land shall yield its p Lev 26:4

all kinds of p Ps 144:13

PROFANE

and offered p fire Lev 10:1

and priest are p Jer 23:11

“But you p it Mal 1:12

tried to p the temple Acts 24:6

But reject p and old 1 Tim 4:7

p person like Esau Heb 12:16

PROFANED

p his crown by casting Ps 89:39

and p My Sabbaths Ezek 22:8

p the LORD’s holy Mal 2:11

PROFANENESS

of Jerusalem p has Jer 23:15

PROFANING

p the covenant of the Mal 2:10

PROFESS

They p to know God Titus 1:16

PROFESSING

P to be wise Rom 1:22

is proper for women p 1 Tim 2:10

PROFIT

p is there in my blood Ps 30:9

p has a man from all Eccl 1:3

There was no p under Eccl 2:11

for they will not p Is 57:12

words that cannot p Jer 7:8

p which you have made Ezek 22:13

p is it that we have Mal 3:14

For what p is it to Matt 16:26

For what will it p Mark 8:36

For what p is it to Luke 9:25

her masters much p Acts 16:16

hope of p was gone Acts 16:19

brought no small p Acts 19:24

what is the p of Rom 3:1

not seeking my own p 1 Cor 10:33

Christ will p you Gal 5:2

about words to no p 2 Tim 2:14

them, but He for our p Heb 12:10

What does it p James 2:14

and sell, and make a p James 4:13

PROFITABLE

“Can a man be p Job 22:2

It is doubtless not p 2 Cor 12:1

of God, and is p 2 Tim 3:16

things are good and p Titus 3:8

to you, but now is p Philem 11

PROFITS

p a man nothing that Job 34:9

have not love, it p 1 Cor 13:3

exercise p a little 1 Tim 4:8

PROFOUND

with things too p Ps 131:1

PROLONG

you will not p your Deut 4:26

p Your anger to all Ps 85:5

nor will he p his days Eccl 8:13

PROLONGED

and his days are p Eccl 8:12





PROLONGS

The fear of the LORD p Prov 10:27

PROMISE

of all His good p 1 Kin 8:56

Behold, I send the P Luke 24:49

but to wait for the P Acts 1:4

For the p is to you Acts 2:39

p drew near which God Acts 7:17

for the hope of the p Acts 26:6

is made void and the p Rom 4:14

p might be sure Rom 4:16

it is no longer of p Gal 3:18

Therefore, since a p Heb 4:1

to the heirs of p Heb 6:17

did not receive the p Heb 11:39

they p them liberty 2 Pet 2:19

p that He has promised 1 John 2:25

PROMISED

bless you as He has p Deut 1:11

He who p is faithful Heb 10:23

Him faithful who had p Heb 11:11

PROMISES

For all the p of God 2 Cor 1:20

his Seed were the p Gal 3:16

patience inherit the p Heb 6:12

having received the p Heb 11:13

great and precious p 2 Pet 1:4

PROMPTLY

him disciplines him p Prov 13:24

PROOF

which is to them a p Phil 1:28

PROOFS

by many infallible p Acts 1:3

PROPER

you, but for what is p 1 Cor 7:35

Is it p for a woman to 1 Cor 11:13

but, which is p 1 Tim 2:10

PROPERLY

Let us walk p Rom 13:13

PROPHECY

miracles, to another p 1 Cor 12:10

for p never came by 2 Pet 1:21

is the spirit of p Rev 19:10

of the book of this p Rev 22:19

PROPHESIED

upon them, that they p Num 11:25

to them, yet they p Jer 23:21

Lord, have we not p Matt 7:22

prophets and the law p Matt 11:13

virgin daughters who p Acts 21:9

even more that you p 1 Cor 14:5

PROPHESIES

for the prophet who p Jer 28:9

woman who prays or p 1 Cor 11:5

p edifies the church 1 Cor 14:4

PROPHESY

prophets, “Do not p Is 30:10

The prophets p falsely Jer 5:31

your daughters shall p Joel 2:28

Who can but p Amos 3:8

saying, “P to us Matt 26:68

your daughters shall p Acts 2:17

if prophecy, let us p Rom 12:6

know in part and we p 1 Cor 13:9

that you may p 1 Cor 14:1

desire earnestly to p 1 Cor 14:39

PROPHET

shall be your p Ex 7:1

raise up for you a P Deut 18:15

arisen in Israel a p Deut 34:10

“I alone am left a p 1 Kin 18:22

is no longer any p Ps 74:9

I ordained you a p Jer 1:5

p is induced to speak Ezek 14:9

The p is a fool Hos 9:7

nor was I a son of a p Amos 7:14

send you Elijah the p Mal 4:5

p shall receive a Matt 10:41

p is not without honor Matt 13:57

by Daniel the p Mark 13:14

is not a greater p Luke 7:28

it cannot be that a p Luke 13:33

Nazareth, who was a P Luke 24:19

“Are you the P John 1:21

“This is truly the P John 6:14

with him the false p Rev 19:20

PROPHETESS

Miriam the p Ex 15:20

Deborah, a p Judg 4:4

Huldah the p 2 Kin 22:14

Anna, a p Luke 2:36

PROPHETIC

p word confirmed 2 Pet 1:19

PROPHETS

LORD’s people were p Num 11:29

Saul also among the p 1 Sam 10:12

the mouth of all his p 1 Kin 22:22

believe His p 2 Chr 20:20

Where now are your p Jer 37:19

prophesy against the p Ezek 13:2

His servants the p Amos 3:7

Her p are insolent Zeph 3:4

the Law or the P Matt 5:17

is the Law and the P Matt 7:12

or one of the p Matt 16:14

the tombs of the p Matt 23:29

indeed, I send you p Matt 23:34

one who kills the p Matt 23:37

Then many false p Matt 24:11

have Moses and the p Luke 16:29

You are sons of the p Acts 3:25

p did your fathers not Acts 7:52

To Him all the p Acts 10:43

do you believe the p Acts 26:27

before through His p Rom 1:2

by the Law and the P Rom 3:21

have killed Your p Rom 11:3

p are subject to the 1 Cor 14:32

to be apostles, some p Eph 4:11

brethren, take the p James 5:10

this salvation the p 1 Pet 1:10

were also false p 2 Pet 2:1

because many false p 1 John 4:1

blood of saints and p Rev 16:6

found the blood of p Rev 18:24

of your brethren the p Rev 22:9

PROPITIATION

set forth as a p Rom 3:25

to God, to make p Heb 2:17

He Himself is the p 1 John 2:2

His Son to be the p 1 John 4:10

PROPORTION

let us prophesy in p Rom 12:6

PROPRIETY

modest apparel, with p 1 Tim 2:9

PROSECUTOR

answer me, that my P Job 31:35

PROSELYTE

and sea to win one p Matt 23:15

PROSELYTES

Rome, both Jews and p Acts 2:10

PROSPER

made all he did to p Gen 39:3

you shall not p Deut 28:29

and you shall p 2 Chr 20:20

LORD, God made him p 2 Chr 26:5

they p who love you Ps 122:6

his sins will not p Prov 28:13

of the LORD shall p Is 53:10

against you shall p Is 54:17

please, and it shall p Is 55:11

of the wicked p Jer 12:1

King shall reign and p Jer 23:5

storing up as he may p 1 Cor 16:2

I pray that you may p 3 John 2 

PROSPERED

since the LORD has p Gen 24:56

PROSPERING

His ways are always p Ps 10:5

PROSPERITY

p all your days Deut 23:6

p exceed the fame 1 Kin 10:7

p the destroyer Job 15:21

spend their days in p Job 36:11

Now in my p I said Ps 30:6

has pleasure in the p Ps 35:27

When I saw the p Ps 73:3

I pray, send now p Ps 118:25

the day of p be joyful Eccl 7:14

that we have our p Acts 19:25

PROSPEROUS

had made his journey p Gen 24:21

will make your way p Josh 1:8

PROSPERS

he turns, he p Prov 17:8

just as your soul p 3 John 2 

PROSTRATE

of the proud lie p Job 9:13

PROUD

p waves must stop Job 38:11

tongue that speaks p Ps 12:3

and fully repays the p Ps 31:23

does not respect the p Ps 40:4

a haughty look and a p Ps 101:5

p He knows from afar Ps 138:6

the house of the p Prov 15:25

Everyone p Prov 16:5

p heart stirs up Prov 28:25

is better than the p Eccl 7:8

by wine, he is a p Hab 2:5

He has scattered the p Luke 1:51

“God resists the p 1 Pet 5:5

PROVE

p yourself a man 1 Kin 2:2

does your arguing p Job 6:25

mind, that you may p Rom 12:2

PROVERB

an astonishment, a p Deut 28:37

incline my ear to a p Ps 49:4

that hang limp is a p Prov 26:7

of a drunkard is a p Prov 26:9

one shall take up a p Mic 2:4

to the true p 2 Pet 2:22

PROVERBS

spoke three thousand p 1 Kin 4:32

in order many p Eccl 12:9

PROVIDE

“My son, God will p Gen 22:8

Can He p meat for His Ps 78:20

prosperity that I p Jer 33:9

P neither gold nor Matt 10:9

if anyone does not p 1 Tim 5:8

PROVIDED

these hands have p Acts 20:34

p something better Heb 11:40

PROVIDES

p food for the raven Job 38:41

p her supplies in the Prov 6:8

PROVISION

abundantly bless her p Ps 132:15

no p for the flesh Rom 13:14

PROVOKE

do not p Him Ex 23:21

p God are secure Job 12:6

Do they p Me to Jer 7:19

p them to jealousy Rom 11:11

you, fathers, do not p Eph 6:4

PROVOKED

How often they p Ps 78:40

p the Most High Ps 78:56

Thus they p Him to Ps 106:29

his spirit was p Acts 17:16

seek its own, is not p 1 Cor 13:5

PRUDENCE

To give p to the Prov 1:4

wisdom, dwell with p Prov 8:12

us in all wisdom and p Eph 1:8

PRUDENT

p man covers shame Prov 12:16

A p man conceals Prov 12:23

The wisdom of the p Prov 14:8

p considers well Prov 14:15

heart will be called p Prov 16:21

p acquires knowledge Prov 18:15

p wife is from the Prov 19:14

p man foresees evil Prov 22:3

perished from the p Jer 49:7

Therefore the p Amos 5:13

from the wise and p Matt 11:25

PRUDENTLY

Servant shall deal p Is 52:13

PRUNES

that bears fruit He p John 15:2

PSALM

and the sound of a p Ps 98:5

in the second P Acts 13:33

each of you has a p 1 Cor 14:26

PSALMIST

And the sweet p 2 Sam 23:1

PSALMS

Sing to Him, sing p 1 Chr 16:9

to one another in p Eph 5:19

Let him sing p James 5:13

PSALTERY

harp, lyre, and p Dan 3:10

PUBLISHED

to be proclaimed and p Jon 3:7

PUFFED

Now some are p up 1 Cor 4:18

itself, is not p 1 Cor 13:4

a novice, lest being p 1 Tim 3:6

PUFFS

Knowledge p up 1 Cor 8:1

PUL

King of Assyria; same as Tiglath-Pileser, 2 Kin 15:19

— Country and people in Africa, Is 66:19

PULL

P me out of the net Ps 31:4

I will p down my barns Luke 12:18

PUNISH

take that man and p Deut 22:18

p the righteous is Prov 17:26

“I will p the world Is 13:11

Shall I not p them for Jer 5:9

p all who oppress them Jer 30:20

p your iniquity Lam 4:22

So I will p them for Hos 4:9

PUNISHED

You our God have p Ezra 9:13

because He has not p Job 35:15

p them often in every Acts 26:11

These shall be p 2 Thess 1:9

PUNISHES

will you say when He p Jer 13:21

PUNISHMENT

p is greater than I Gen 4:13

you do in the day of p Is 10:3

p they shall be cast Jer 8:12

p they shall perish Jer 10:15

a man for the p Lam 3:39

The p of the iniquity Lam 4:6

days of p have come Hos 9:7

not turn away its p Amos 1:3

into everlasting p Matt 25:46

p which was inflicted 2 Cor 2:6

Of how much worse p Heb 10:29

sent by him for the p 1 Pet 2:14

the unjust under p 2 Pet 2:9

PURCHASED

of God could be p Acts 8:20

of the p possession Eph 1:14

PURE

a mercy seat of p gold Ex 25:17

Can a man be more p Job 4:17

if you were p and Job 8:6

‘My doctrine is p Job 11:4

that he could be p Job 15:14

the heavens are not p Job 15:15

the stars are not p Job 25:5

of the LORD are p Ps 12:6

will show Yourself p Ps 18:26

To such as are p Ps 73:1

of the p are pleasant Prov 15:26

ways of a man are p Prov 16:2

my heart clean, I am p Prov 20:9

but as for the p Prov 21:8

a generation that is p Prov 30:12

Shall I count p Mic 6:11

things indeed are p Rom 14:20

whatever things are p Phil 4:8

keep yourself p 1 Tim 5:22

p all things are p Titus 1:15

above is first p James 3:17

babes, desire the p 1 Pet 2:2

just as He is p 1 John 3:3

PURER

p eyes than to behold Hab 1:13

PURGE

P me with hyssop Ps 51:7

p them as gold and Mal 3:3

PURGED

away, and your sin p Is 6:7

He had by Himself p Heb 1:3

PURIFICATION

for the water of p Num 19:9

with the water of p Num 31:23

PURIFIED

earth, p seven times Ps 12:6

all things are p Heb 9:22

Since you have p 1 Pet 1:22

PURIFIES

hope in Him p himself 1 John 3:3

PURIFY

p the sons of Levi Mal 3:3

and p your hearts James 4:8

PURIFYING

thus p all foods Mark 7:19

p their hearts by Acts 15:9

sanctifies for the p Heb 9:13

PURIM

called these days P Esth 9:26

PURITY

be delivered by the p Job 22:30

He who loves p of Prov 22:11

by p, by knowledge 2 Cor 6:6

spirit, in faith, in p 1 Tim 4:12

PURPLE

who was clothed in p Luke 16:19

they put on Him a p John 19:2

She was a seller of p Acts 16:14

PURPOSE

and fulfill all your p Ps 20:4

A time for every p Eccl 3:1

p that is purposed Is 14:26

But for this p I came John 12:27

by the determined p Acts 2:23

them all that with p Acts 11:23

to the eternal p Eph 3:11

Now the p of the 1 Tim 1:5

to fulfill His p Rev 17:17

PURPOSED

For the LORD had p 2 Sam 17:14

LORD of hosts has p Is 23:9

But Daniel p in his Dan 1:8

pleasure which He p Eph 1:9

PURPOSES

each one give as he p 2 Cor 9:7

PURSE

let us all have one p Prov 1:14

PURSES

p his lips and brings Prov 16:30

PURSUE

And will You p dry Job 13:25

p my honor as the wind Job 30:15

The sword shall p Jer 48:2

but their hearts p Ezek 33:31

Let us know, let us p Hos 6:3

p righteousness Rom 9:30

P love, and desire 1 Cor 14:1

p righteousness 1 Tim 6:11

him seek peace and p 1 Pet 3:11

PURSUES

Evil p sinners Prov 13:21

flee when no one p Prov 28:1

PURSUING

but Israel, p the law Rom 9:31

PUT

Also He has p eternity Eccl 3:11

pride He is able to p down Dan 4:37

what you will p on Matt 6:25

p my hand into His John 20:25

But p on the Lord Rom 13:14

QUAIL

and it brought q Num 11:31

and He brought q Ps 105:40

QUAKED

the whole mountain q Ex 19:18

and the earth q Matt 27:51

QUAKES

The earth q before Joel 2:10

QUALIFIED

the Father who has q Col 1:12

QUARREL

see how he seeks a q 2 Kin 5:7

any fool can start a q Prov 20:3

He will not q nor cry Matt 12:19

of the Lord must not q 2 Tim 2:24

QUARRELSOME

but gentle, not q 1 Tim 3:3

QUARTZ

be made of coral or q Job 28:18

QUEEN

Q Vashti also made a Esth 1:9

stands the q in gold Ps 45:9

burn incense to the q Jer 44:17

The q of the South Matt 12:42

under Candace the q Acts 8:27

heart, ‘I sit as q Rev 18:7

QUEENS

There are sixty q Song 6:8

q your nursing mothers Is 49:23

QUENCH

Many waters cannot q Song 8:7

so that no one can q Jer 4:4

flax He will not q Matt 12:20

q all the fiery Eph 6:16

Do not q the Spirit 1 Thess 5:19

QUENCHED

LORD, the fire was q Num 11:2

they were q like a Ps 118:12

their fire is not q Is 66:24

that shall never be q Mark 9:43

and the fire is not q Mark 9:44

q the violence of fire Heb 11:34

QUESTIONS

test him with hard q 1 Kin 10:1

and asking them q Luke 2:46

market, asking no q 1 Cor 10:25

QUICKLY

have turned aside q Ex 32:8

with your adversary q Matt 5:25

“What you do, do q John 13:27

Behold, I am coming q Rev 3:11

“Surely I am coming q Rev 22:20

QUICK-TEMPERED

q man acts foolishly Prov 14:17

not self-willed, not q Titus 1:7

QUIET

lain still and been q Job 3:13

‘Take heed, and be q Is 7:4

earth is at rest and q Is 14:7

gladness, He will q Zeph 3:17

warned him to be q Mark 10:48

aspire to lead a q 1 Thess 4:11

we may lead a q and 1 Tim 2:2

a gentle and q spirit 1 Pet 3:4

QUIETED

calmed and q my soul Ps 131:2

the city clerk had q Acts 19:35

QUIETNESS

will give peace and q 1 Chr 22:9

When He gives q Job 34:29

a handful with q Eccl 4:6

in q and confidence Is 30:15

of righteousness, q Is 32:17

that they work in q 2 Thess 3:12

QUIETS

q the earth by the Job 37:17

QUIVER

q rattles against him Job 39:23

the man who has his q Ps 127:5

q He has hidden Me Is 49:2

Their q is like an Jer 5:16

RAAMSES

Treasure city built by Hebrew slaves, Ex 1:11

RABBAH

Capital of Ammon, Amos 1:14

Besieged by Joab; defeated and enslaved by David, 2 Sam 12:26–31

Destruction of, foretold, Jer 49:2, 3

RABBI

be called by men, ‘R Matt 23:7

do not be called ‘R Matt 23:8

RABBONI

Mary addresses Christ as, John 20:16

RABSARIS

Title applied to:

Assyrian officials sent by Sennacherib, 2 Kin 18:17

Babylonian prince, Jer 39:3, 13

RABSHAKEH

Sent by king of Assyria to threaten Hezekiah, 2 Kin 18:17–37; Is 36:2–22

The Lord sends rumor to take him away, 2 Kin 19:6–8; Is 37:6–8

RACA

to his brother, ‘R Matt 5:22

RACE

man to run its r Ps 19:5

r is not to the swift Eccl 9:11

who run in a r all run 1 Cor 9:24

I have finished the r 2 Tim 4:7

with endurance the r Heb 12:1

RACHEL

Laban’s younger daughter; Jacob’s favorite wife, Gen 29:28–30

Supports her husband’s position, Gen 31:14–16

Mother of Joseph and Benjamin, Gen 30:22–25

Prophecy concerning; quoted, Jer 31:15; Matt 2:18

RADIANT

to Him and were r Ps 34:5

RAGE

Disperse the r of your Job 40:11

Why do the nations r Ps 2:1

‘Why did the nations r Acts 4:25

RAGES

he r against all wise Prov 18:1

RAGS

clothe a man with r Prov 23:21

RAHAB

Prostitute in Jericho; helps Joshua’s spies, Josh 2:1–21

Spared in battle, Josh 6:17–25

Mentioned in the NT, Matt 1:5; Heb 11:31; James 2:25

— Used figuratively of Egypt, Ps 87:4

RAIN

had not caused it to r Gen 2:5

And the r was on the Gen 7:12

He gives r on the Job 5:10

to the gentle r Job 37:6

sent a plentiful r Ps 68:9

clouds, who prepares r Ps 147:8

snow in summer and r Prov 26:1

r which leaves no food Prov 28:3

not return after the r Eccl 12:2

the r is over and gone Song 2:11

our God, who gives r Jer 5:24

I will r down on him Ezek 38:22

given you the former r Joel 2:23

there will be no r Zech 14:17

the good, and sends r Matt 5:45

and the r descended Matt 7:25

He did good, gave us r Acts 14:17

r that often comes Heb 6:7

that it would not r James 5:17

and the heaven gave r James 5:18

RAINBOW

I set My r in the Gen 9:13

and there was a r Rev 4:3

RAINED

had r down manna on Ps 78:24

r fire and brimstone Luke 17:29

RAINS

r righteousness Hos 10:12

RAISE

third day He will r Hos 6:2

that God is able to r Matt 3:9

in three days I will r John 2:19

and I will r him up at John 6:40

Lord and will also r 1 Cor 6:14

and the Lord will r James 5:15

RAISED

this purpose I have r Ex 9:16

be killed, and be r Matt 16:21

whom God r up Acts 2:24

just as Christ was r Rom 6:4

Spirit of Him who r Rom 8:11

And God both r up the 1 Cor 6:14

“How are the dead r 1 Cor 15:35

and the dead will be r 1 Cor 15:52

and r us up together Eph 2:6

then you were r Col 3:1

RAISES

r the poor out of the Ps 113:7

r those who are bowed Ps 146:8

For as the Father r John 5:21

but in God who r 2 Cor 1:9

RAM

r which had two horns Dan 8:3

RAMAH

Fortress built, 1 Kin 15:17–22

Samuel’s headquarters, 1 Sam 7:15, 17

David flees to, 1 Sam 19:18–23

RAMOTH GILEAD

City of refuge east of Jordan, Deut 4:43; Josh 20:8; 1 Chr 6:80

Site of Ahab’s fatal conflict with Syrians, 1 Kin 22:1–39

RAMS

the sweet aroma of r Ps 66:15

r of Nebaioth shall Is 60:7

RAN

they both r together John 20:4

You r well Gal 5:7

RANSOM

r would not help you Job 36:18

nor give to God a r Ps 49:7

The r of a man’s life Prov 13:8

“I will r them from Hos 13:14

to give His life a r Mark 10:45

who gave Himself a r 1 Tim 2:6

RANSOMED

and the r of the LORD Is 35:10

redeemed Jacob, and r Jer 31:11

RARE

of the LORD was r 1 Sam 3:1

make a mortal more r Is 13:12

RASH

Do not be r with your Eccl 5:2

RASHLY

so that he spoke r Ps 106:33

and do nothing r Acts 19:36

RAVEN

food for the r Job 38:41

and black as a r Song 5:11

RAVENOUS

inwardly they are r Matt 7:15

RAVENS

and to the young r Ps 147:9

Consider the r Luke 12:24

RAVISHED

You have r my heart Song 4:9

r the women in Zion Lam 5:11

RAZOR

like a sharp r Ps 52:2

REACHED

earth, and its top r Gen 28:12

For her sins have r Rev 18:5

REACHING

r forward to those Phil 3:13

READ

“Have you never r Matt 21:42

day, and stood up to r Luke 4:16

hearts, known and r 2 Cor 3:2

when Moses is r 2 Cor 3:15

when this epistle is r Col 4:16

READER

let the r understand Mark 13:14

READINESS

the word with all r Acts 17:11

that as there was a r 2 Cor 8:11

READING

r the prophet Isaiah Acts 8:30

give attention to r 1 Tim 4:13

READS

that he may run who r Hab 2:2

Blessed is he who r Rev 1:3

READY

“The LORD was r Is 38:20

and those who were r Matt 25:10

“Lord, I am r Luke 22:33

and being r to punish 2 Cor 10:6

Be r in season and out 2 Tim 4:2

and always be r 1 Pet 3:15

REAFFIRM

r your love to him 2 Cor 2:8

REAP

in tears shall r Ps 126:5

r the whirlwind Hos 8:7

they neither sow nor r Matt 6:26

you knew that I r Matt 25:26

that he will also r Gal 6:7

due season we shall r Gal 6:9

REAPED

wheat but r thorns Jer 12:13

you have r iniquity Hos 10:13

REAPER

r does not fill his Ps 129:7

REAPERS

I will say to the r Matt 13:30

r are the angels Matt 13:39

REAPING

r what I did not Luke 19:22

REAPS

One sows and another r John 4:37

REASON

out wisdom and the r Eccl 7:25

Come now, and let us r Is 1:18

faith, why do you r Matt 16:8

words of truth and r Acts 26:25

who asks you a r 1 Pet 3:15

REASONED

for three Sabbaths r Acts 17:2

r about righteousness Acts 24:25

REBEKAH

Great-niece of Abraham, Gen 22:20–23

Becomes Isaac’s wife, Gen 24:15–67

Mother of Esau and Jacob, Gen 25:21–28

Encourages Jacob to deceive Isaac, then to flee, Gen 27:1–29, 42–46

REBEL

Only do not r Num 14:9

Will you r against the Neh 2:19

There are those who r Job 24:13

and they did not r Ps 105:28

if you refuse and r Is 1:20

REBELLING

more against Him by r Ps 78:17

REBELLION

r is as the sin 1 Sam 15:23

For he adds r to his Job 34:37

evil man seeks only r Prov 17:11

you have taught r Jer 28:16

hearts as in the r Heb 3:8

and perished in the r Jude 11

REBELLIOUS

r exalt themselves Ps 66:7

but the r dwell in a Ps 68:6

day long to a r people Is 65:2

a defiant and r heart Jer 5:23

their princes are r Hos 9:15

REBELS

are all stubborn r Jer 6:28

REBUILD

God, to r its ruins Ezra 9:9

tombs, that I may r Neh 2:5

r it as in the days of Amos 9:11

REBUKE

He will surely r Job 13:10

astonished at His r Job 26:11

they perish at the r Ps 80:16

At Your r they fled Ps 104:7

And let him r me Ps 141:5

Turn at my r Prov 1:23

r a wise man Prov 9:8

R is more effective Prov 17:10

r is better than love Prov 27:5

better to hear the r Eccl 7:5

r the oppressor Is 1:17

sake I have suffered r Jer 15:15

r strong nations Mic 4:3

sins against you, r Luke 17:3

r Your disciples Luke 19:39

Do not r an older man 1 Tim 5:1

who are sinning r 1 Tim 5:20

r them sharply Titus 1:13

“The Lord r you Jude 9

As many as I love, I r Rev 3:19

REBUKED

r the winds and the Matt 8:26

r their unbelief Mark 16:14

when you are r by Him Heb 12:5

but he was r for his 2 Pet 2:16

REBUKES

with r You correct Ps 39:11

r a wicked man Prov 9:7

ear that hears the r Prov 15:31

r a man will find more Prov 28:23

RECALL

r the former days Heb 10:32

RECEIVE

He shall r blessing Ps 24:5

r us graciously Hos 14:2

you are willing to r Matt 11:14

believing, you will r Matt 21:22

and His own did not r John 1:11

“I do not r honor John 5:41

will come again and r John 14:3

the world cannot r John 14:17

Ask, and you will r John 16:24

“R the Holy Spirit John 20:22

“Lord Jesus, r Acts 7:59

r the Holy Spirit Acts 8:15

r the Holy Spirit Acts 19:2

R one who is weak Rom 14:1

that each one may r 2 Cor 5:10

r the grace of God in 2 Cor 6:1

r the Spirit by the Gal 3:2

R him therefore in the Phil 2:29

suppose that he will r James 1:7

whatever we ask we r 1 John 3:22

RECEIVED

r your consolation Luke 6:24

in your lifetime you r Luke 16:25

But as many as r John 1:12

for God has r him Rom 14:3

For I r from the Lord 1 Cor 11:23

have r Christ Jesus Col 2:6

r up in glory 1 Tim 3:16

For He r from God the 2 Pet 1:17

RECEIVES

r correction is prudent Prov 15:5

r you r Me Matt 10:40

r one little child Matt 18:5

and whoever r Me Mark 9:37

RECEIVING

r a kingdom which Heb 12:28

RECHAB

Assassin of Ishbosheth, 2 Sam 4:2, 6

— Father of Jehonadab, founder of the Rechabites, 2 Kin 10:15–23

Related to the Kenites, 1 Chr 2:55

RECHABITES

Kenite clan fathered by Rechab, committed to nomadic life, Jer 35:1–19

RECOMPENSE

He will accept no r Prov 6:35

not say, “I will r Prov 20:22

days of r have come Hos 9:7

RECOMPENSED

of my hands He has r 2 Sam 22:21

the LORD has r me 2 Sam 22:25

RECONCILE

and that He might r Eph 2:16

r all things to Col 1:20

RECONCILED

First be r to your Matt 5:24

were enemies we were r Rom 5:10

Christ’s behalf, be r 2 Cor 5:20

RECONCILIATION

now received the r Rom 5:11

to us the word of r 2 Cor 5:19

RECONCILING

cast away is the r Rom 11:15

God was in Christ r 2 Cor 5:19

RECORD

r My name I will come Ex 20:24

RED

the first came out r Gen 25:25

though they are r Is 1:18

Why is Your apparel r Is 63:2

for the sky is r Matt 16:2

REDEEM

man you shall surely r Num 18:15

in our power to r them Neh 5:5

In famine He shall r Job 5:20

R me from the hand of Job 6:23

can by any means r Ps 49:7

But God will r my soul Ps 49:15

r their life from Ps 72:14

And He shall r Israel Ps 130:8

all that it cannot r Is 50:2

I will r them from Hos 13:14

was going to r Israel Luke 24:21

r those who were Gal 4:5

us, that He might r Titus 2:14

REDEEMED

people whom You have r Ex 15:13

r them from the hand Ps 106:10

Let the r of the LORD Ps 107:2

r shall walk there Is 35:9

sea a road for the r Is 51:10

and you shall be r Is 52:3

and r His people Luke 1:68

Christ has r us from Gal 3:13

that you were not r 1 Pet 1:18

were slain, and have r Rev 5:9

These were r from Rev 14:4

REDEEMER

For I know that my R Job 19:25

Most High God their R Ps 78:35

for their R is mighty Prov 23:11

the LORD and your R Is 41:14

R will come to Zion Is 59:20

our R from Everlasting Is 63:16

Their R is strong Jer 50:34

REDEEMING

r the time Eph 5:16

REDEMPTION

For the r of their Ps 49:8

with Him is abundant r Ps 130:7

r is yours to buy it Jer 32:7

those who looked for r Luke 2:38

your r draws near Luke 21:28

grace through the r Rom 3:24

the adoption, the r Rom 8:23

sanctification and r 1 Cor 1:30

In Him we have r Eph 1:7

for the day of r Eph 4:30

obtained eternal r Heb 9:12

RED SEA

Divided for Israelites, Ex 14:15–31

Boundary of Promised Land, Ex 23:31

REED

r He will not break Is 42:3

r shaken by the wind Matt 11:7

on the head with a r Mark 15:19

REEDS

r flourish without Job 8:11

the beasts of the r Ps 68:30

REFINED

where gold is r Job 28:1

us as silver is r Ps 66:10

REFINER

He will sit as a r Mal 3:3

REFORMATION

until the time of r Heb 9:10

REFRAIN

R from meddling with 2 Chr 35:21

who have no right to r 1 Cor 9:6

good days, let him r 1 Pet 3:10

REFRESH

bread, that you may r Gen 18:5

r my heart in the Lord Philem 20

REFRESHED

of God, and may be r Rom 15:32

r my spirit and yours 1 Cor 16:18

his spirit has been r 2 Cor 7:13

for he often r 2 Tim 1:16

REFRESHES

r the soul of his Prov 25:13

REFRESHING

r may come from the Acts 3:19

REFUGE

six cities of r Num 35:6

eternal God is your r Deut 33:27

you have come for r Ruth 2:12

My stronghold and my r 2 Sam 22:3

but the LORD is his r Ps 14:6

God is our r and Ps 46:1

wings I will make my r Ps 57:1

God is a r for us Ps 62:8

You are my strong r Ps 71:7

my r and my fortress Ps 91:2

who have fled for r Heb 6:18

REFUSE

r the evil and choose Is 7:15

through deceit they r Jer 9:6

hear or whether they r Ezek 2:5

See that you do not r Heb 12:25

REFUSED

They r to obey Neh 9:17

REFUSES

My soul r to touch Job 6:7

And if he r to hear Matt 18:17

REGARD

r the rich more than Job 34:19

r iniquity in my heart Ps 66:18

r the prayer of the Ps 102:17

did not fear God nor r Luke 18:2

REGARDED

my hand and no one r Prov 1:24

r the lowly state Luke 1:48

REGARDS

r a rebuke will be Prov 13:18

He no longer r them Lam 4:16

REGENERATION

to you, that in the r Matt 19:28

the washing of r Titus 3:5

REGISTERED

So all went to be r Luke 2:3

firstborn who are r Heb 12:23

REGRETTED

but afterward he r Matt 21:29

REGULATIONS

yourselves to r Col 2:20

REHOBOAM

Son and successor of Solomon; refuses reform, 1 Kin 11:43–12:15

Ten tribes revolt against, 1 Kin 12:16–24

Reigns over Judah 17 years, 1 Kin 14:21–31; 2 Chr 11:5–23

Apostasizes, then repents, 2 Chr 12:1–16

REHOBOTH

Name of a well dug by Isaac, Gen 26:22

REIGN

but a king shall r 1 Sam 12:12

hypocrite should not r Job 34:30

so the LORD will r Mic 4:7

And He will r Luke 1:33

not have this man to r Luke 19:14

righteousness will r Rom 5:17

so grace might r Rom 5:21

do not let sin r Rom 6:12

For He must r till He 1 Cor 15:25

and we shall r on the Rev 5:10

of Christ, and shall r Rev 20:6

REIGNED

so that as sin r Rom 5:21

You have r as kings 1 Cor 4:8

And they lived and r Rev 20:4

REIGNS

God r over the nations Ps 47:8

The LORD r Ps 93:1

to Zion, “Your God r Is 52:7

Lord God Omnipotent r Rev 19:6

REJECT

will these people r Num 14:11

r all those who stray Ps 119:118

“All too well you r Mark 7:9

R a divisive man Titus 3:10

REJECTED

r has become the chief Ps 118:22

He is despised and r Is 53:3

Israel has r the Hos 8:3

r has become the chief Matt 21:42

many things and be r Luke 17:25

This Moses whom they r Acts 7:35

to a living stone, r 1 Pet 2:4

r has become the chief 1 Pet 2:7

REJECTION

you shall know My r Num 14:34

REJECTS

he who r Me r Luke 10:16

r this does not reject 1 Thess 4:8

REJOICE

so the LORD will r Deut 28:63

let the field r 1 Chr 16:32

and let Your saints r 2 Chr 6:41

r who put their trust Ps 5:11

people, let Jacob r Ps 14:7

R in the LORD Ps 33:1

mutual confusion who r Ps 35:26

The righteous shall r Ps 58:10

of Your wings I will r Ps 63:7

But the king shall r Ps 63:11

Let them r before God Ps 68:3

In Your name they r Ps 89:16

Let the heavens r Ps 96:11

Let the earth r Ps 97:1

righteous see it and r Ps 107:42

we will r and be glad Ps 118:24

who r in doing evil Prov 2:14

be blessed, and r Prov 5:18

she shall r in time to Prov 31:25

R, O young man Eccl 11:9

We will be glad and r Song 1:4

among men shall r Is 29:19

I will greatly r Is 61:10

My servants shall r Is 65:13

your heart shall r Is 66:14

Yes, I will r Jer 32:41

Do not r over me Mic 7:8

He will r over you Zeph 3:17

do not r in this Luke 10:20

loved Me, you would r John 14:28

but the world will r John 16:20

and your heart will r John 16:22

R with those who Rom 12:15

and in this I r Phil 1:18

faith, I am glad and r Phil 2:17

R in the Lord always Phil 4:4

R always 1 Thess 5:16

yet believing, you r 1 Pet 1:8

REJOICED

for good as He r Deut 30:9

for my heart r Eccl 2:10

and my spirit has r Luke 1:47

In that hour Jesus r Luke 10:21

Your father Abraham r John 8:56

But I r in the Lord Phil 4:10

REJOICES

glad, and my glory r Ps 16:9

but r in the truth 1 Cor 13:6

REJOICING

His works with r Ps 107:22

The voice of r and Ps 118:15

for they are the r Ps 119:111

come again with r Ps 126:6

r in His inhabited Prov 8:31

he went on his way r Acts 8:39

yet always r 2 Cor 6:10

or joy, or crown of r 1 Thess 2:19

confidence and the r Heb 3:6

RELATIVES

r stand afar off Ps 38:11

RELEASE

do you want me to r Matt 27:17

and power to r You John 19:10

“R the four angels Rev 9:14

RELENT

sworn and will not r Ps 110:4

and will not r Jer 4:28

then the LORD will r Jer 26:13

if He will turn and r Joel 2:14

sworn and will not r Heb 7:21

RELENTED

So the LORD r from the Ex 32:14

the LORD looked and r 1 Chr 21:15

and God r from the Jon 3:10

RELENTING

I am weary of r Jer 15:6

RELIEF

saw that there was r Ex 8:15

that I may find r Job 32:20

RELIEVE

of my lips would r Job 16:5

r those who are really 1 Tim 5:16

RELIEVED

You have r me when I Ps 4:1

RELIEVES

r the fatherless Ps 146:9

RELIGION

about their own r Acts 25:19

in self-imposed r Col 2:23

heart, this one’s r James 1:26

and undefiled r James 1:27

RELIGIOUS

things you are very r Acts 17:22

you thinks he is r James 1:26

RELY

name of the LORD and r Is 50:10

You r on your sword Ezek 33:26

REMAIN

shall let none of it r Ex 12:10

r angry forever Jer 3:5

and this city shall r Jer 17:25

that if ten men r Amos 6:9

you, that My joy may r John 15:11

your fruit should r John 15:16

“If I will that he r John 21:22

the greater part r 1 Cor 15:6

Nevertheless to r Phil 1:24

we who are alive and r 1 Thess 4:15

the things which r Rev 3:2

REMAINDER

with the r of wrath Ps 76:10

I am deprived of the r Is 38:10

REMAINED

Also my wisdom r Eccl 2:9

And Mary r with her Luke 1:56

like a dove, and He r John 1:32

REMAINS

“While the earth r Gen 8:22

Therefore your sin r John 9:41

There r therefore a Heb 4:9

sin, for His seed r 1 John 3:9

REMEMBER

But r me when it is Gen 40:14

R the Sabbath day Ex 20:8

r that you were a Deut 15:15

R His marvelous works 1 Chr 16:12

but we will r the name Ps 20:7

r the sins of my youth Ps 25:7

r Your name in the Ps 119:55

R now your Creator Eccl 12:1

r your love more than Song 1:4

r the former things Is 43:18

“I r you, the kindness Jer 2:2

and their sin I will r Jer 31:34

r the covenant of Amos 1:9

in wrath r mercy Hab 3:2

and to r His holy Luke 1:72

R Lot’s wife Luke 17:32

r the words of the Acts 20:35

R my chains Col 4:18

R that Jesus Christ 2 Tim 2:8

R those who rule Heb 13:7

REMEMBERED

Then God r Noah Gen 8:1

r His covenant with Ex 2:24

I r God Ps 77:3

r His covenant forever Ps 105:8

r Your judgments Ps 119:52

Who r us in our lowly Ps 136:23

yea, we wept when we r Ps 137:1

r that same poor man Eccl 9:15

r the days of old Is 63:11

And Peter r the word Matt 26:75

r the word of the Lord Acts 11:16

REMEMBERS

My soul still r Lam 3:20

REMEMBRANCE

in death there is no r Ps 6:5

I call to r my song Ps 77:6

There is no r of Eccl 1:11

Put Me in r Is 43:26

do this in r of Me Luke 22:19

do this in r of Me 1 Cor 11:24

REMIND

r you always of these 2 Pet 1:12

But I want to r you Jude 5

REMINDER

there is a r of sins Heb 10:3

you always have a r 2 Pet 1:15

pure minds by way of r 2 Pet 3:1

REMISSION

repentance for the r Mark 1:4

Jesus Christ for the r Acts 2:38

where there is r Heb 10:18

REMNANT

to us a very small r Is 1:9

The r will return Is 10:21

be well with your r Jer 15:11

I will gather the r Jer 23:3

and all the r of Judah Jer 44:28

Yet I will leave a r Ezek 6:8

r whom the LORD calls Joel 2:32

I will not treat the r Zech 8:11

time there is a r Rom 11:5

REMORSEFUL

been condemned, was r Matt 27:3

REMOVE

R Your plague from me Ps 39:10

R Your gaze from me Ps 39:13

r your foot from evil Prov 4:27

r falsehood and lies Prov 30:8

Therefore r sorrow Eccl 11:10

r this cup from Me Luke 22:42

r your lampstand Rev 2:5

REMOVED

Though the earth be r Ps 46:2

r our transgressions Ps 103:12

will never be r Prov 10:30

and the hills be r Is 54:10

this mountain, ‘Be r Matt 21:21

REMOVES

r the mountains Job 9:5

REND

So r your heart Joel 2:13

RENDER

What shall I r to the Ps 116:12

who will r to him the Matt 21:41

“R therefore to Caesar Matt 22:21

RENEW

r a steadfast Ps 51:10

r the face of the Ps 104:30

on the LORD shall r Is 40:31

RENEWED

that your youth is r Ps 103:5

inward man is being r 2 Cor 4:16

and be r in the spirit Eph 4:23

the new man who is r Col 3:10

RENEWING

transformed by the r Rom 12:2

of regeneration and r Titus 3:5

RENOUNCE

Why do the wicked r Ps 10:13

RENOUNCED

r the covenant of Your Ps 89:39

r the hidden things 2 Cor 4:2

RENOUNCES

greedy and r the LORD Ps 10:3

RENOWN

were of old, men of r Gen 6:4

REPAID

done, so God has r Judg 1:7

And he has r me evil 1 Sam 25:21

good shall be r Prov 13:21

Shall evil be r Jer 18:20

REPAIR

r the house of your 2 Chr 24:5

r the ruined cities Is 61:4

REPAY

He will r him to his Deut 7:10

silence, but will r Is 65:6

He will surely r Jer 51:56

again, I will r Luke 10:35

because they cannot r Luke 14:14

R no one evil for evil Rom 12:17

is Mine, I will r Rom 12:19

r their parents 1 Tim 5:4

I will r Philem 19

REPAYS

and who r him for what Job 21:31

r the proud person Ps 31:23

shall he be who r Ps 137:8

the LORD, who fully r Is 66:6

REPEATS

r a matter separates Prov 17:9

REPENT

I abhor myself, and r Job 42:6

“R, for the kingdom Matt 3:2

you r you will all Luke 13:3

said to them, “R Acts 2:38

men everywhere to r Acts 17:30

be zealous and r Rev 3:19

REPENTANCE

you with water unto r Matt 3:11

a baptism of r for the Mark 1:4

persons who need no r Luke 15:7

sorrow produces r 2 Cor 7:10

will grant them r 2 Tim 2:25

renew them again to r Heb 6:6

found no place for r Heb 12:17

all should come to r 2 Pet 3:9

REPENTED

No man r of his Jer 8:6

after my turning, I r Jer 31:19

it, because they r Matt 12:41

REPETITIONS

r as the heathen do Matt 6:7

REPHAIM

Valley near Jerusalem, 2 Sam 23:13, 14

Scene of Philistine defeats, 2 Sam 5:18–22

REPHIDIM

Israelite camp, Num 33:12–15

Moses strikes rock at, Ex 17:1–7

Amalek defeated at, Ex 17:8–16

REPORT

circulate a false r Ex 23:1

For it is not a good r 1 Sam 2:24

r makes the bones Prov 15:30

Who has believed our r Is 53:1

who has believed our r Rom 10:16

things are of good r Phil 4:8

REPRIMANDED

And they r him sharply Judg 8:1

REPROACH

r me as long as I live Job 27:6

does he take up a r Ps 15:3

You make us a r Ps 44:13

sake I have borne r Ps 69:7

R has broken my heart Ps 69:20

nation, but sin is a r Prov 14:34

with dishonor comes r Prov 18:3

do not fear the r Is 51:7

not remember the r Is 54:4

bring an everlasting r Jer 23:40

because I bore the r Jer 31:19

you shall bear the r Mic 6:16

these things You r Luke 11:45

lest he fall into r 1 Tim 3:7

esteeming the r Heb 11:26

and without r James 1:5

REPROACHED

If you are r for the 1 Pet 4:14

REPROACHES

is not an enemy who r Ps 55:12

oppresses the poor r Prov 14:31

curse, and Israel to r Is 43:28

in infirmities, in r 2 Cor 12:10

REPROACHFULLY

they strike me r Job 16:10

REPROOF

for doctrine, for r 2 Tim 3:16

REPROOFS

R of instruction are Prov 6:23

REPUTATION

seven men of good r Acts 6:3

to those who were of r Gal 2:2

made Himself of no r Phil 2:7

REQUEST

not withheld the r Ps 21:2

He gave them their r Ps 106:15

the Lord God to make r Dan 9:3

For Jews r a sign 1 Cor 1:22

of mine making r Phil 1:4

REQUESTS

r be made known Phil 4:6

REQUIRE

the LORD your God r Deut 10:12

a foreigner you may r Deut 15:3

“You will not r Ps 10:13

offering You did not r Ps 40:6

what does the LORD r Mic 6:8

REQUIRED

of the world may be r Luke 11:50

your soul will be r Luke 12:20

him much will be r Luke 12:48

Moreover it is r 1 Cor 4:2

REQUIREMENTS

keeps the righteous r Rom 2:26

r that was against us Col 2:14

RESCUE

R me from their Ps 35:17

and no one shall r Hos 5:14

RESERVE

r the unjust under 2 Pet 2:9

RESERVED

which I have r for the Job 38:23

“I have r for Myself Rom 11:4

r in heaven for you 1 Pet 1:4

of darkness, to be r 2 Pet 2:4

habitation, He has r Jude 6 

RESIDUE

The r of My people Zeph 2:9

RESIST

r an evil person Matt 5:39

r the Holy Spirit Acts 7:51

R the devil and he James 4:7

RESISTED

For who has r His will Rom 9:19

Jannes and Jambres r 2 Tim 3:8

for he has greatly r 2 Tim 4:15

You have not yet r Heb 12:4

RESISTS

“God r the proud James 4:6

for “God r the proud 1 Pet 5:5

RESOLVED

I have r what to do Luke 16:4

RESORT

to which I may r Ps 71:3

RESOUND

my heart shall r Is 16:11

RESPECT

Have r to the covenant Ps 74:20

his eyes will have r Is 17:7

saying, ‘They will r Matt 21:37

of the law held in r Acts 5:34

and we paid them r Heb 12:9

RESPECTED

And the LORD r Abel Gen 4:4

little folly to one r Eccl 10:1

RESPONSE

in whose mouth is no r Ps 38:14

REST

is the Sabbath of r Ex 31:15

you shall find no r Deut 28:65

to build a house of r 1 Chr 28:2

I would have been at r Job 3:13

the weary are at r Job 3:17

R in the LORD Ps 37:7

fly away and be at r Ps 55:6

of the LORD shall r Is 11:2

whole earth is at r Is 14:7

“This is the r Is 28:12

sake I will not r Is 62:1

is the place of My r Is 66:1

then you will find r Jer 6:16

and I will give you r Matt 11:28

and you will find r Matt 11:29

shall not enter My r Heb 3:11

remains therefore a r Heb 4:9

to enter that r Heb 4:11

And they do not r Rev 4:8

that they should r Rev 6:11

“that they may r Rev 14:13

But the r of the dead Rev 20:5

RESTED

He had done, and He r Gen 2:2

glory of the LORD r Ex 24:16

when the Spirit r Num 11:25

“And God r on the Heb 4:4

RESTING

do not plunder his r Prov 24:15

r place shall be Is 11:10

all the earth is r Zech 1:11

still sleeping and r Matt 26:45

RESTLESS

I am r in my complaint Ps 55:2

RESTORATION

until the times of r Acts 3:21

RESTORE

R to me the joy Ps 51:12

I still must r Ps 69:4

r your judges as Is 1:26

r them to this place Jer 27:22

For I will r health to Jer 30:17

“So I will r to you Joel 2:25

declare that I will r Zech 9:12

and will r all things Matt 17:11

I r fourfold Luke 19:8

You at this time r Acts 1:6

who are spiritual r Gal 6:1

RESTORER

may he be to you a r Ruth 4:15

RESTORES

with joy, for He r Job 33:26

He r my soul Ps 23:3

RESTRAIN

now r Your hand 2 Sam 24:16

Therefore I will not r Job 7:11

Will You r Yourself Is 64:12

no one can r His hand Dan 4:35

RESTRAINED

r my feet from every Ps 119:101

Are they r Is 63:15

RESTRAINS

For nothing r the LORD 1 Sam 14:6

r his lips is wise Prov 10:19

only He who now r 2 Thess 2:7

RESTRAINT

they have cast off r Job 30:11

they break all r Hos 4:2

RESTS

r quietly in the heart Prov 14:33

RESURRECTION

who say there is no r Matt 22:23

Therefore, in the r Matt 22:28

done good, to the r John 5:29

to her, “I am the r John 11:25

them Jesus and the r Acts 17:18

that there will be a r Acts 24:15

the likeness of His r Rom 6:5

say that there is no r 1 Cor 15:12

and the power of His r Phil 3:10

that the r is already 2 Tim 2:18

obtain a better r Heb 11:35

This is the first r Rev 20:5

RETAIN

happy are all who r Prov 3:18

spirit to r the spirit Eccl 8:8

r the sins of any John 20:23

like to r God in their Rom 1:28

RETURN

So the LORD will r 1 Kin 2:32

and r to our neighbors Ps 79:12

R, O LORD Ps 90:13

none who go to her r Prov 2:19

womb, naked shall he r Eccl 5:15

the clouds do not r Eccl 12:2

let him r to the LORD Is 55:7

it shall not r to Me Is 55:11

“If you will r Jer 4:1

for they shall r Jer 24:7

me, and I will r Jer 31:18

say, ‘I will go and r Hos 2:7

help of your God, r Hos 12:6

“R to Me Zech 1:3

he says, ‘I will r Matt 12:44

RETURNED

and they r and sought Ps 78:34

yet you have not r Amos 4:6

astray, but have now r 1 Pet 2:25

RETURNING

“I am r to Jerusalem Zech 1:16

r evil for evil or 1 Pet 3:9

RETURNS

spirit departs, he r Ps 146:4

As a dog r to his own Prov 26:11

“A dog r to his own 2 Pet 2:22

REUBEN

Jacob’s eldest son, Gen 29:31, 32

Lies with Bilhah; loses preeminence, Gen 35:22; 49:3, 4

Plots to save Joseph, Gen 37:21–30

Offers sons as pledge for Benjamin, Gen 42:37

— Tribe of:

Numbered, Num 1:20, 21; 26:5–11

Settle east of Jordan, Num 32:1–42

Join in war against Canaanites, Josh 1:12–18

Erect memorial altar, Josh 22:10–34

REVEAL

The heavens will r Job 20:27

I will heal them and r Jer 33:6

the Son wills to r Him Matt 11:27

r His Son in me Gal 1:16





otherwise, God will r Phil 3:15

REVEALED

things which are r Deut 29:29

of the LORD shall be r Is 40:5

righteousness to be r Is 56:1

Then the secret was r Dan 2:19

the Son of Man is r Luke 17:30

the wrath of God is r Rom 1:18

glory which shall be r Rom 8:18

But God has r them to 1 Cor 2:10

as it has now been r Eph 3:5

but now has been r Col 1:26

the Lord Jesus is r 2 Thess 1:7

lawless one will be r 2 Thess 2:8

ready to be r in the 1 Pet 1:5

when His glory is r 1 Pet 4:13

r what we shall be 1 John 3:2

REVEALER

Lord of kings, and a r Dan 2:47

REVEALING

waits for the r Rom 8:19

REVEALS

as a talebearer r Prov 20:19

r deep and secret Dan 2:22

r secrets has made Dan 2:29

He r His secret to Amos 3:7

REVELATION

Where there is no r Prov 29:18

the day of wrath and r Rom 2:5

has a tongue, has a r 1 Cor 14:26

it came through the r Gal 1:12

spirit of wisdom and r Eph 1:17

r He made known to Eph 3:3

and glory at the r 1 Pet 1:7

REVELATIONS

come to visions and r 2 Cor 12:1

REVELRIES

drunkenness, r Gal 5:21

lusts, drunkenness, r 1 Pet 4:3

REVENGE

and we will take our r Jer 20:10

REVENUES

than vast r without Prov 16:8

REVERENCE

and r My sanctuary Lev 19:30

and to be held in r Ps 89:7

Master, where is My r Mal 1:6

submission with all r 1 Tim 3:4

God acceptably with r Heb 12:28

REVERENT

man who is always r Prov 28:14

their wives must be r 1 Tim 3:11

older men be sober, r Titus 2:2

REVILE

are you when they r Matt 5:11

r God’s high priest Acts 23:4

evildoers, those who r 1 Pet 3:16

REVILED

crucified with Him r Mark 15:32

who, when He was r 1 Pet 2:23

REVILER

or an idolater, or a r 1 Cor 5:11

REVILERS

nor drunkards, nor r 1 Cor 6:10

REVILING

come envy, strife, r 1 Tim 6:4

REVIVAL

give us a measure of r Ezra 9:8

REVIVE

troubles, shall r Ps 71:20

Will You not r us Ps 85:6

r me according to Your Ps 119:25

r the spirit of the Is 57:15

two days He will r Hos 6:2

r Your work in the Hab 3:2

REVIVED

they shall be r Hos 14:7

came, sin r and I died Rom 7:9

REVOLT

You will r more and Is 1:5

REVOLTED

Israel have deeply r Is 31:6

they have r and Jer 5:23

REVOLTERS

r are deeply involved Hos 5:2

REWARD

exceedingly great r Gen 15:1

them there is great r Ps 19:11

r me evil for good Ps 35:12

“Surely there is a r Ps 58:11

look, and see the r Ps 91:8

will a sure r Prov 11:18

and the LORD will r Prov 25:22

and this was my r Eccl 2:10

behold, His r is with Is 40:10

r them for their deeds Hos 4:9

You have loved for r Hos 9:1

for great is your r Matt 5:12

you have no r from Matt 6:1

you, they have their r Matt 6:2

receive a prophet’s r Matt 10:41

by no means lose his r Matt 10:42

r will be great Luke 6:35

we receive the due r Luke 23:41

will receive his own r 1 Cor 3:8

cheat you of your r Col 2:18

for he looked to the r Heb 11:26

may receive a full r 2 John 8 

quickly, and My r Rev 22:12

REWARDED

Thus they have r Ps 109:5

REWARDER

and that He is a r Heb 11:6

REWARDS

Whoever r evil for Prov 17:13

and follows after r Is 1:23

and give your r Dan 5:17

REZIN

King of Damascus; joins Pekah against Ahaz, 2 Kin 15:37

Confederacy of, inspires Isaiah’s great messianic prophecy, Is 7:1–9:12

REZON

Son of Eliadah; establishes Syrian kingdom, 1 Kin 11:23–25

RHODA

Servant girl, Acts 12:13–16

RIBLAH

Headquarters of:

Pharaoh Necho, 2 Kin 23:31–35

Nebuchadnezzar, 2 Kin 25:6, 20, 21

Zedekiah blinded here, Jer 39:5–7

RICH

Abram was very r Gen 13:2

makes poor and makes r 1 Sam 2:7

r man will lie down Job 27:19

the r among the people Ps 45:12

when one becomes r Ps 49:16

soul will be made r Prov 11:25

who makes himself r Prov 13:7

r has many friends Prov 14:20

The r and the poor Prov 22:2

r rules over the poor Prov 22:7

r man is wise in his Prov 28:11

do not curse the r Eccl 10:20

it is hard for a r Matt 19:23

to you who are r Luke 6:24

from the r man’s table Luke 16:21

for he was very r Luke 18:23

Lord over all is r Rom 10:12

You are already r 1 Cor 4:8

though He was r 2 Cor 8:9

who desire to be r 1 Tim 6:9

but the r in his James 1:10

So the r man also will James 1:11

of this world to be r James 2:5

you say, ‘I am r Rev 3:17

RICHES

Both r and honor come 1 Chr 29:12

He swallows down r Job 20:15

he heaps up r Ps 39:6

the abundance of his r Ps 52:7

if r increase Ps 62:10

r will be in his house Ps 112:3

in her left hand r Prov 3:16

R and honor are Prov 8:18

R do not profit Prov 11:4

in his r will fall Prov 11:28

yet has great r Prov 13:7

of the wise is their r Prov 14:24

and r are an Prov 19:14

of the LORD are r Prov 22:4

r are not forever Prov 27:24

r kept for their owner Eccl 5:13

darkness and hidden r Is 45:3

you shall eat the r Is 61:6

so is he who gets r Jer 17:11

have increased your r Ezek 28:5

for those who have r Mark 10:23

do you despise the r Rom 2:4

might make known the r Rom 9:23

what are the r Eph 1:18

show the exceeding r Eph 2:7

the unsearchable r Eph 3:8

trust in uncertain r 1 Tim 6:17

r than the treasures Heb 11:26

r are corrupted James 5:2

to receive power and r Rev 5:12

RICHLY

Christ dwell in you r Col 3:16

God, who gives us r 1 Tim 6:17

RIDDLE

“Let me pose a r Judg 14:12

RIDDLES

the wise and their r Prov 1:6

RIDE

wind and cause me to r Job 30:22

in Your majesty r Ps 45:4

have caused men to r Ps 66:12

RIDER

r He has thrown Ex 15:1

the horse and its r Job 39:18

RIDES

Behold, the LORD r Is 19:1

RIDGES

You water its r Ps 65:10

RIDICULE

those who see Me r Me Ps 22:7

Whom do you r Is 57:4

RIDICULED

they r Him Matt 9:24

RIGHT

you shall do what is r Deut 6:18

the r of the firstborn Deut 21:17

did what was r in his Judg 21:25

“Is your heart r 2 Kin 10:15

them forth by the r Ps 107:7

Lord, “Sit at My r Ps 110:1

is a way which seems r Prov 14:12

way of a man is r Prov 21:2

things that are r Is 45:19

until He comes whose r Ezek 21:27

of the LORD are r Hos 14:9

do not know to do r Amos 3:10

and whatever is r Matt 20:4

clothed and in his r Mark 5:15

not judge what is r Luke 12:57

to them He gave the r John 1:12

your heart is not r Acts 8:21

Do we have no r 1 Cor 9:4

seven stars in His r Rev 2:1

RIGHTEOUS

also destroy the r Gen 18:23

and they justify the r Deut 25:1

“You are more r 1 Sam 24:17

that he could be r Job 15:14

r will hold to his way Job 17:9

“The r see it and Job 22:19

knows the way of the r Ps 1:6

LORD, will bless the r Ps 5:12

r God tests the hearts Ps 7:9

what can the r Ps 11:3

The r cry out Ps 34:17

the LORD upholds the r Ps 37:17

r shows mercy and Ps 37:21

I have not seen the r Ps 37:25

the r will be in Ps 112:6

The LORD is r in all Ps 145:17

the LORD loves the r Ps 146:8

will not allow the r Prov 10:3

r is a well of life Prov 10:11

The labor of the r Prov 10:16

r will be gladness Prov 10:28

r is delivered from Prov 11:8

r will be delivered Prov 11:21

r will flourish Prov 11:28

r will be recompensed Prov 11:31

r man regards the life Prov 12:10

r should choose his Prov 12:26

r there is much Prov 15:6

the prayer of the r Prov 15:29

the r run to it and Prov 18:10

r are bold as a lion Prov 28:1

When the r are in Prov 29:2

r considers the cause Prov 29:7

Do not be overly r Eccl 7:16

event happens to the r Eccl 9:2

r that it shall be Is 3:10

the gates, that the r Is 26:2

with My r right hand Is 41:10

By His knowledge My r Is 53:11

The r perishes Is 57:1

people shall all be r Is 60:21

R are You Jer 12:1

your sins by being r Dan 4:27

they sell the r Amos 2:6

not come to call the r Matt 9:13

r men desired to see Matt 13:17

r will shine forth as Matt 13:43

And they were both r Luke 1:6

that they were r Luke 18:9

“Certainly this was a r Luke 23:47

“There is none r Rom 3:10

r man will one die Rom 5:7

witness that he was r Heb 11:4

Jesus Christ the r 1 John 2:1

just as He is r 1 John 3:7

r are Your Rev 16:7

fine linen is the r Rev 19:8

RIGHTEOUSLY

judge the people r Ps 67:4

He who walks r and Is 33:15

should live soberly, r Titus 2:12

to Him who judges r 1 Pet 2:23

RIGHTEOUSNESS

it to him for r Gen 15:6

My r I hold fast Job 27:6

I put on r Job 29:14

I will ascribe r Job 36:3

I call, O God of my r Ps 4:1

righteous, He loves r Ps 11:7

from the LORD, and r Ps 24:5

shall speak of Your r Ps 35:28

the good news of r Ps 40:9

You love r and hate Ps 45:7

heavens declare His r Ps 50:6

sing aloud of Your r Ps 51:14

r and peace have Ps 85:10

R will go before Him Ps 85:13

r they are exalted Ps 89:16

will return to r Ps 94:15

r and justice are the Ps 97:2

and he who does r Ps 106:3

r endures forever Ps 111:3

r is an everlasting Ps 119:142

r delivers from death Prov 10:2

The r of the blameless Prov 11:5

The r of the upright Prov 11:6

r leads to life Prov 11:19

the way of r is life Prov 12:28

R guards him whose way Prov 13:6

R exalts a nation Prov 14:34

found in the way of r Prov 16:31

He who follows r Prov 21:21

r lodged in it Is 1:21

r He shall judge Is 11:4

R shall be the belt Is 11:5

he will not learn r Is 26:10

and r the plummet Is 28:17

r will be peace Is 32:17

in the LORD I have r Is 45:24

who are far from r Is 46:12

r will be forever Is 51:8

I will declare your r Is 57:12

and His own r Is 59:16

r as a breastplate Is 59:17

be called trees of r Is 61:3

r goes forth as Is 62:1

THE LORD OUR R Jer 23:6

to David a Branch of r Jer 33:15

has revealed our r Jer 51:10

The r of the righteous Ezek 18:20

O Lord, r belongs Dan 9:7

in everlasting r Dan 9:24

who turn many to r Dan 12:3

for yourselves r Hos 10:12

to fulfill all r Matt 3:15

exceeds the r of the Matt 5:20

to you in the way of r Matt 21:32

in holiness and r Luke 1:75

For in it the r Rom 1:17

even the r of God Rom 3:22

a seal of the r Rom 4:11

accounted to him for r Rom 4:22

r will reign in life Rom 5:17

might reign through r Rom 5:21

is life because of r Rom 8:10

who did not pursue r Rom 9:30

pursuing the law of r Rom 9:31

ignorant of God’s r Rom 10:3

we might become the r 2 Cor 5:21

r comes through the Gal 2:21

the breastplate of r Eph 6:14

not having my own r Phil 3:9

things and pursue r 1 Tim 6:11

r which we have Titus 3:5

r which is according Heb 11:7

does not produce the r James 1:20

should suffer for r 1 Pet 3:14

a preacher of r 2 Pet 2:5

a new earth in which r 2 Pet 3:13

who practices r 1 John 2:29

He who practices r 1 John 3:7

does not practice r 1 John 3:10

RIGHTLY

wise uses knowledge r Prov 15:2

R do they love you Song 1:4

“You have answered r Luke 10:28

r dividing the word 2 Tim 2:15

RIGHTS

and her marriage r Ex 21:10

RING

the king’s signet r Esth 8:8

make you like a signet r Hag 2:23

RINGLEADER

the world, and a r Acts 24:5

RINGS

a man with gold r James 2:2

RIPE

figs that are first r Jer 24:2

RISE

is vain for you to r Ps 127:2

“Now I will r Is 33:10

for He makes His sun r Matt 5:45

of Nineveh will r Matt 12:41

third day He will r Matt 20:19

false prophets will r Matt 24:24

persuaded though one r Luke 16:31

third day He will r Luke 18:33

had to suffer and r Acts 17:3

be the first to r Acts 26:23

fact the dead do not r 1 Cor 15:15

in Christ will r 1 Thess 4:16

RISEN

of the LORD is r Is 60:1

women there has not r Matt 11:11

disciples that He is r Matt 28:7

“The Lord is r Luke 24:34

furthermore is also r Rom 8:34

then Christ is not r 1 Cor 15:13

if Christ is not r 1 Cor 15:17

But now Christ is r 1 Cor 15:20

RISES

shall I do when God r Job 31:14

every tongue which r Is 54:17

RISING

may know from the r Is 45:6

questioning what the r Mark 9:10

for the fall and r Luke 2:34

RIVER

Indeed the r may rage Job 40:23

them drink from the r Ps 36:8

r whose streams shall Ps 46:4

the r of God is full Ps 65:9

went through the r Ps 66:6

peace to her like a r Is 66:12

r that I could not cross Ezek 47:5

in the Jordan R Mark 1:5

the great r Euphrates Rev 16:12

he showed me a pure r Rev 22:1

RIVERS

He turns r into a Ps 107:33

R of water run down Ps 119:136

By the r of Babylon Ps 137:1

Like the r of water Prov 21:1

All the r run into the Eccl 1:7

us a place of broad r Is 33:21

the wilderness and r Is 43:19

the sea, I make the r Is 50:2

his heart will flow r John 7:38

RIZPAH

Saul’s concubine taken by Abner, 2 Sam 3:6–8

Sons of, killed, 2 Sam 21:8, 9

Grief-stricken, cares for corpses, 2 Sam 21:10–14

ROAD

I will even make a r Is 43:19

depths of the sea a r Is 51:10

seen the Lord on the r Acts 9:27

ROAR

Let the sea r 1 Chr 16:32

though its waters r Ps 46:3

The young lions r Ps 104:21

‘The LORD will r Jer 25:30

He will r like a lion Hos 11:10

The LORD also will r Joel 3:16

Will a lion r in the Amos 3:4

ROARING

wrath is like the r Prov 19:12

Like a r lion and a Prov 28:15

and the waves r Luke 21:25

walks about like a r 1 Pet 5:8

ROARS

their voice r like the Jer 6:23

“The LORD r from Amos 1:2

as when a lion r Rev 10:3

ROB

r the poor because he Prov 22:22

r the needy of justice Is 10:2

“Will a man r God Mal 3:8

do you r temples Rom 2:22

ROBBED

r their treasuries Is 10:13

But this is a people r Is 42:22

Yet you have r Me Mal 3:8

r other churches 2 Cor 11:8

ROBBER

a son who is a r Ezek 18:10

is a thief and a r John 10:1

Barabbas was a r John 18:40

ROBBERS

and Israel to the r Is 42:24

also crucified two r Mark 15:27

Me are thieves and r John 10:8

here who are neither r Acts 19:37

waters, in perils of r 2 Cor 11:26

ROBBERY

nor vainly hope in r Ps 62:10

I hate r for burnt Is 61:8

did not consider it r Phil 2:6

ROBE

justice was like a r Job 29:14

instead of a rich r Is 3:24

covered me with the r Is 61:10

‘Bring out the best r Luke 15:22

on Him a purple r John 19:2

Then a white r was Rev 6:11

ROBES

to the King in r Ps 45:14

have stained all My r Is 63:3

clothe you with rich r Zech 3:4

go around in long r Luke 20:46

clothed with white r Rev 7:9

ROCK

you shall strike the r Ex 17:6

and struck the r Num 20:11

R who begot you Deut 32:18

For their r is not Deut 32:31

nor is there any r 1 Sam 2:2

“The LORD is my r 2 Sam 22:2

And who is a r 2 Sam 22:32

Blessed be my R 2 Sam 22:47

away, and as a r Job 14:18

set me high upon a r Ps 27:5

For You are my r Ps 31:3

r that is higher than Ps 61:2

and my God the r Ps 94:22

who turned the r Ps 114:8

been mindful of the R Is 17:10

shadow of a great r Is 32:2

his house on the r Matt 7:24

r I will build My Matt 16:18

Some fell on r Luke 8:6

stumbling stone and r Rom 9:33

R that followed them 1 Cor 10:4

ROCKS

and the r were split Matt 27:51

to the mountains and r Rev 6:16

ROD

And Moses took the r Ex 4:20

chasten him with the r 2 Sam 7:14

Your r and Your staff Ps 23:4

The r and rebuke give Prov 29:15

shall come forth a R Is 11:1

you pass under the r Ezek 20:37

I come to you with a r 1 Cor 4:21

rule them with a r Rev 2:27

ROLL

ruinous storm they r Job 30:14

r away the stone Mark 16:3

ROLLED

the heavens shall be r Is 34:4

the stone had been r Mark 16:4

ROME

Jews expelled from, Acts 18:2

Paul:

Writes to Christians of, Rom 1:7

Desires to go to, Acts 19:21

Comes to, Acts 28:14

Imprisoned in, Acts 28:16

ROOM

You prepared r for it Ps 80:9

until no more r Zech 10:10

you a large upper r Mark 14:15

no r for them in the Luke 2:7

still there is r Luke 14:22

into the upper r Acts 1:13

ROOMS

make r in the ark Gen 6:14

He is in the inner r Matt 24:26

ROOSTER

him, “Before the r Matt 26:75

ROOT

r bearing bitterness Deut 29:18

the foolish taking r Job 5:3

r may grow old in the Job 14:8

day there shall be a R Is 11:10

shall again take r Is 37:31

because they had no r Matt 13:6

and if the r is holy Rom 11:16

of money is a r 1 Tim 6:10

lest any r of Heb 12:15

I am the R and the Rev 22:16

ROOTED

that you, being r Eph 3:17

r and built up in Him Col 2:7

ROOTS

because its r reached Ezek 31:7

and lengthen his r Hos 14:5

dried up from the r Mark 11:20

pulled up by the r Jude 12

ROSE

I am the r of Sharon Song 2:1

and blossom as the r Is 35:1

end Christ died and r Rom 14:9

buried, and that He r 1 Cor 15:4

that Jesus died and r 1 Thess 4:14

RUBIES

of wisdom is above r Job 28:18

more precious than r Prov 3:15

is better than r Prov 8:11

worth is far above r Prov 31:10

your pinnacles of r Is 54:12

ruddy in body than r Lam 4:7

RUDDY

Now he was r 1 Sam 16:12

beloved is white and r Song 5:10

RUIN

r those two can bring Prov 24:22

have made a city a r Is 25:2

will not be your r Ezek 18:30

And the r of that Luke 6:49

to no profit, to the r 2 Tim 2:14

RUINED

shall be utterly r Is 60:12

the mighty trees are r Zech 11:2

wineskins will be r Luke 5:37

RUINS

rebuild the old r Is 61:4

RULE

and he shall r Gen 3:16

r the raging of the Ps 89:9

A wise servant will r Prov 17:2

Yet he will r over all Eccl 2:19

puts an end to all r 1 Cor 15:24

us walk by the same r Phil 3:16

let the peace of God r Col 3:15

Let the elders who r 1 Tim 5:17

Remember those who r Heb 13:7

RULER

the sheep, to be r 2 Sam 7:8

down to eat with a r Prov 23:1

bear is a wicked r Prov 28:15

r pays attention Prov 29:12

to Me the One to be r Mic 5:2

by Beelzebub, the r Matt 12:24

I will make you r Matt 25:21

the r of this world John 12:31

because the r of this John 16:11

‘Who made you a r Acts 7:27

speak evil of a r Acts 23:5

RULERS

and the r take counsel Ps 2:2

r decree justice Prov 8:15

“You know that the r Matt 20:25

Have any of the r John 7:48

r are not a Rom 13:3

which none of the r 1 Cor 2:8

powers, against the r Eph 6:12

to be subject to r Titus 3:1

RULES

‘He who r over men 2 Sam 23:3

them know that God r Ps 59:13

He r by His power Ps 66:7

r his spirit than he Prov 16:32

that the Most High r Dan 4:17

that the Most High r Dan 4:32

r his own house well 1 Tim 3:4

according to the r 2 Tim 2:5

RULING

r their children 1 Tim 3:12

RUMOR

r will be upon r Ezek 7:26

RUMORS

hear of wars and r Matt 24:6

you hear of wars and r Mark 13:7

RUN

I will r the course of Ps 119:32

r and not be weary Is 40:31

many shall r to and Dan 12:4

Therefore I r thus 1 Cor 9:26

I might r, or had r Gal 2:2

that I have not r Phil 2:16

us, and let us r Heb 12:1

that you do not r 1 Pet 4:4

RUNNER

are swifter than a r Job 9:25

r will run to meet Jer 51:31

RUNS

word r very swiftly Ps 147:15

nor of him who r Rom 9:16

RUSH

The nations will r Is 17:13

RUTH

Moabitess, Ruth 1:4

Follows Naomi, Ruth 1:6–18

Marries Boaz, Ruth 4:9–13

Ancestress of Christ, Ruth 4:13, 21, 22

SABAOTH

S had left us a Rom 9:29

ears of the Lord of S James 5:4

SABBATH

‘Tomorrow is a S Ex 16:23

“Remember the S Ex 20:8

S was made for man Mark 2:27

is also Lord of the S Mark 2:28

not only broke the S John 5:18

SABBATHS

S you shall keep Ex 31:13

The New Moons, the S Is 1:13

also gave them My S Ezek 20:12

SACKCLOTH

You have put off my s Ps 30:11

and remove the s Is 20:2

SACRED

iniquity and the s Is 1:13

SACRIFICE

do you kick at My s 1 Sam 2:29

S and offering You did Ps 40:6

offer to You the s Ps 116:17

to the LORD than s Prov 21:3

For the LORD has a s Is 34:6

who will bring the s Jer 33:11

of My offerings they s Hos 8:13

But I will s to You Jon 2:9

LORD has prepared a s Zeph 1:7

offer the blind as a s Mal 1:8

desire mercy and not s Matt 9:13

s will be seasoned Mark 9:49

an offering and a s Eph 5:2

aroma, an acceptable s Phil 4:18

put away sin by the s Heb 9:26

He had offered one s Heb 10:12

no longer remains a s Heb 10:26

God a more excellent s Heb 11:4

offer the s of praise Heb 13:15

SACRIFICED

s their sons and their Ps 106:37

to eat things s Rev 2:14

SACRIFICES

The s of God are a Ps 51:17

multitude of your s Is 1:11

Bring no more futile s Is 1:13

he who s a lamb Is 66:3

acceptable, nor your s Jer 6:20

by him the daily s Dan 8:11

burnt offerings and s Mark 12:33

priests, to offer up s Heb 7:27

s God is well pleased Heb 13:16

offer up spiritual s 1 Pet 2:5

SAD

“Why is your face s Neh 2:2

s countenance the Eccl 7:3

whom I have not made s Ezek 13:22

as you walk and are s Luke 24:17

SADDUCEES

Rejected by John, Matt 3:7

Test Jesus, Matt 16:1–12

Silenced by Jesus, Matt 22:23–34

Disturbed by teaching of resurrection, Acts 4:1, 2

Oppose apostles, Acts 5:17–40

SAFE

and I shall be s Ps 119:117

in the LORD shall be s Prov 29:25

he has received him s Luke 15:27

SAFELY

And He led them on s Ps 78:53

make them lie down s Hos 2:18

SAFETY

sons are far from s Job 5:4

take your rest in s Job 11:18

will set him in the s Ps 12:5

say, “Peace and s 1 Thess 5:3

SAFETY’S

by you for s sake Prov 3:29

SAINTS

ten thousands of s Deut 33:2

the feet of His s 1 Sam 2:9

puts no trust in His s Job 15:15

s who are on the earth Ps 16:3

does not forsake His s Ps 37:28

“Gather My s Ps 50:5

the souls of His s Ps 97:10

is the death of His s Ps 116:15

the way of His s Prov 2:8

war against the s Dan 7:21

shall persecute the s Dan 7:25

Jesus, called to be s 1 Cor 1:2

the least of all the s Eph 3:8

Christ with all His s 1 Thess 3:13

be glorified in His s 2 Thess 1:10

all delivered to the s Jude 3 

ways, O King of the s Rev 15:3

shed the blood of s Rev 16:6

the camp of the s Rev 20:9

SALEM

Jerusalem’s original name, Gen 14:18

Used poetically, Ps 76:2

SALOME

One of the ministering women, Mark 15:40, 41

Visits empty tomb, Mark 16:1

— Herodias’ daughter (not named in the Bible), Matt 14:6–11

SALT

shall season with s Lev 2:13

“You are the s Matt 5:13

s loses its flavor Mark 9:50

SALT SEA

OT name for the Dead Sea, Gen 14:3; Num 34:3, 12

SALVATION

still, and see the s Ex 14:13

For this is all my s 2 Sam 23:5

the good news of His s 1 Chr 16:23

S belongs to the LORD Ps 3:8

is my light and my s Ps 27:1

on earth, Your s Ps 67:2

God is the God of s Ps 68:20

and Your s all the day Ps 71:15

Surely His s is near Ps 85:9

and He has become my s Ps 118:14

S is far from the Ps 119:155

God will appoint s Is 26:1

with an everlasting s Is 45:17

for My s is about to Is 56:1

call your walls S Is 60:18

s as a lamp that burns Is 62:1

LORD our God is the s Jer 3:23

joy in the God of my s Hab 3:18

is just and having s Zech 9:9

raised up a horn of s Luke 1:69

eyes have seen Your s Luke 2:30

to him, “Today s Luke 19:9

what we worship, for s John 4:22

Nor is there s Acts 4:12

you should be for s Acts 13:47

the power of God to s Rom 1:16

s is nearer than Rom 13:11

now is the day of s 2 Cor 6:2

work out your own s Phil 2:12

wrath, but to obtain s 1 Thess 5:9

chose you for s 2 Thess 2:13

also may obtain the s 2 Tim 2:10

of God that brings s Titus 2:11

neglect so great a s Heb 2:3

s the prophets have 1 Pet 1:10

SAMARIA

Capital of Israel, 1 Kin 16:24–29

Besieged by Ben-Hadad, 1 Kin 20:1–21

Besieged again; miraculously delivered, 2 Kin 6:24–7:20

Inhabitants deported by Assyria; repopulated with foreigners, 2 Kin 17:5, 6, 24–41

— District of Palestine in Christ’s time, Luke 17:11–19

Disciples forbidden to preach in, Matt 10:5

Gospel preached there after the Ascension, Acts 1:8; 9:31; 15:3

SAMARITAN

But a certain S Luke 10:33

a drink from me, a S John 4:9

SAMARITANS

People of mixed heredity, 2 Kin 17:24–41

Christ preaches to, John 4:5–42

Story of “the Good Samaritan,” Luke 10:30–37

Converts among, Acts 8:5–25

SAMSON

Birth predicted and accomplished, Judg 13:2–25

Marries Philistine; avenges betrayal, Judg 14

Defeats Philistines single-handedly, Judg 15

Betrayed by Delilah; loses strength, Judg 16:4–22

Destroys many in his death, Judg 16:23–31

SAMUEL

Born in answer to prayer; dedicated to God, 1 Sam 1:1–28

Receives revelation; recognized as prophet, 1 Sam 3:1–21

Judges Israel, 1 Sam 7:15–17

Warns Israel against a king, 1 Sam 8:10–18

Anoints Saul, 1 Sam 9:15–10:1

Rebukes Saul, 1 Sam 15:10–35

Anoints David, 1 Sam 16:1–13

Death of, 1 Sam 25:1

SANBALLAT

Influential Samaritan; attempts to thwart Nehemiah’s plans, Neh 2:10; 4:7, 8; 6:1–14

SANCTIFICATION

righteousness and s 1 Cor 1:30

will of God, your s 1 Thess 4:3

salvation through s 2 Thess 2:13

SANCTIFIED

I have commanded My s Is 13:3

you were born I s Jer 1:5

Him whom the Father s John 10:36

they also may be s John 17:19

might be acceptable, s Rom 15:16

to those who are s 1 Cor 1:2

washed, but you were s 1 Cor 6:11

husband is s by the 1 Cor 7:14

for it is s by the 1 Tim 4:5

those who are being s Heb 2:11

will we have been s Heb 10:10

who are called, s Jude 1 

SANCTIFIES

or the temple that s Matt 23:17

For both He who s Heb 2:11

SANCTIFY

would send and s them Job 1:5

s My great name Ezek 36:23

that I, the LORD, s Ezek 37:28

Myself and s Myself Ezek 38:23

S them by Your John 17:17

for their sakes I s John 17:19

that He might s Eph 5:26

SANCTUARY

let them make Me a s Ex 25:8

I went into the s Ps 73:17

set fire to Your s Ps 74:7

O God, is in the s Ps 77:13

He will be as a s Is 8:14

He has abandoned His s Lam 2:7

I shall be a little s Ezek 11:16

to shine on Your s Dan 9:17

and the earthly s Heb 9:1

SAND

descendants as the s Gen 32:12

be heavier than the s Job 6:3

in number than the s Ps 139:18

O Israel, be as the s Is 10:22

innumerable as the s Heb 11:12

SAPPHIRA

Wife of Ananias; struck dead for lying, Acts 5:1–11

SAPPHIRES

are the source of s Job 28:6

SARAH (or Sarai)

Barren wife of Abram, Gen 11:29–31

Represented as Abram’s sister, Gen 12:10–20

Gives Abram her maid, Gen 16:1–3

Receives promise of a son, Gen 17:15–21

Gives birth to Isaac, Gen 21:1–8

SARDIS

Site of one of the seven churches, Rev 1:11

SAT

of Babylon, there we s Ps 137:1

I s down in his shade Song 2:3

s alone because of Jer 15:17

into heaven, and s Mark 16:19

And He who s there was Rev 4:3

SATAN

S stood up against 1 Chr 21:1

before the LORD, and S Job 1:6

And the LORD said to S Zech 3:2

“Away with you, S Matt 4:10

“Get behind Me, S Matt 16:23

“How can S cast out Mark 3:23

to them, “I saw S Luke 10:18

S has asked for you Luke 22:31

S filled your heart Acts 5:3

such a one to S 1 Cor 5:5

For S himself 2 Cor 11:14

to the working of S 2 Thess 2:9

are a synagogue of S Rev 2:9

you, where S dwells Rev 2:13

known the depths of S Rev 2:24

called the Devil and S Rev 12:9

years have expired, S Rev 20:7

SATIATED

s the weary soul Jer 31:25

It shall be s and made Jer 46:10

SATISFIED

I shall be s when I Ps 17:15

his land will be s Prov 12:11

a good man will be s Prov 14:14

s soul loathes the Prov 27:7

that are never s Prov 30:15

silver will not be s Eccl 5:10

left hand and not be s Is 9:20

of His soul, and be s Is 53:11

My people shall be s Jer 31:14

still were not s Ezek 16:28

but they were not s Amos 4:8

and cannot be s Hab 2:5

SATISFIES

s your mouth with good Ps 103:5

s the longing soul Ps 107:9

SATISFY

s us early with Your Ps 90:14

long life I will s Ps 91:16

s her poor with bread Ps 132:15

for what does not s Is 55:2

SATISFYING

eats to the s of his Prov 13:25

SAUL

Becomes first king of Israel, 1 Sam 9–11

Sacrifices unlawfully, 1 Sam 13:1–14

Wars with Philistines, 1 Sam 13:15–14:52

Disregards the Lord’s command; rejected by God, 1 Sam 15

Suffers from distressing spirits, 1 Sam 16:14–23

Becomes jealous of David; attempts to kill him, 1 Sam 18:5–19:22

Pursues David; twice spared by him, 1 Sam 22–24; 26

Consults medium, 1 Sam 28:7–25

Defeated, commits suicide; buried, 1 Sam 31

— of Tarsus, apostle to the Gentiles: see PAUL

SAVE

the LORD does not s 1 Sam 17:47

there was none to s 2 Sam 22:42

s the humble person Job 22:29

Oh, s me for Your Ps 6:4

S Your people Ps 28:9

send from heaven and s Ps 57:3

s the children of the Ps 72:4

s the souls of the Ps 72:13

LORD, and He will s Prov 20:22

He will come and s Is 35:4

LORD was ready to s Is 38:20

s your children Is 49:25

that it cannot s Is 59:1

mighty to s Is 63:1

one who cannot s Jer 14:9

s you and deliver you Jer 15:20

s me, and I shall be Jer 17:14

O LORD, s Your people Jer 31:7

other, That he may s Hos 13:10

Assyria shall not s Hos 14:3

the Mighty One, will s Zeph 3:17

JESUS, for He will s Matt 1:21

s his life will Matt 16:25

s that which was Matt 18:11

s life or to kill Mark 3:4

let Him s Himself if Luke 23:35

You are the Christ, s Luke 23:39

‘Father, s Me from John 12:27

but to s the world John 12:47

and s some of them Rom 11:14

the world to s sinners 1 Tim 1:15

doing this you will s 1 Tim 4:16

able to s your souls James 1:21

Can faith s him James 2:14

SAVED

like you, a people s Deut 33:29

But You have s us from Ps 44:7

and we are not s Jer 8:20

“Who then can be s Matt 19:25

“He s others Matt 27:42

That we should be s Luke 1:71

“Your faith has s Luke 7:50

through Him might be s John 3:17

them, saying, “Be s Acts 2:40

what must I do to be s Acts 16:30

For we were s in this Rom 8:24

is that they may be s Rom 10:1

all Israel will be s Rom 11:26

his spirit may be s 1 Cor 5:5

which also you are s 1 Cor 15:2

those who are being s 2 Cor 2:15

grace you have been s Eph 2:8

all men to be s 1 Tim 2:4

she will be s in 1 Tim 2:15

to His mercy He s Titus 3:5

eight souls, were s 1 Pet 3:20

of those who are s Rev 21:24

SAVES

s the needy from the Job 5:15

s such as have a Ps 34:18

antitype which now s 1 Pet 3:21

SAVIOR

forgot God their S Ps 106:21

He will send them a S Is 19:20

of Israel, your S Is 43:3

Me, a just God and a S Is 45:21

I, the LORD, am your S Is 60:16

So He became their S Is 63:8

for there is no s Hos 13:4

rejoiced in God my S Luke 1:47

the city of David a S Luke 2:11

the Christ, the S John 4:42

to be Prince and S Acts 5:31

up for Israel a S Acts 13:23

and He is the S Eph 5:23

of God our S and the 1 Tim 1:1

God, who is the S 1 Tim 4:10

of our S Jesus Christ 2 Tim 1:10

God and S Jesus Christ Titus 2:13

SAVIORS

s shall come to Mount Obad 21

SAWN

stoned, they were s Heb 11:37

SAY

But I s to you that Matt 5:22

“But who do you s Matt 16:15

s that we have no sin 1 John 1:8

SAYING

disclose my dark s Ps 49:4

cannot accept this s Matt 19:11

“This is a hard s John 6:60

This is a faithful s 1 Tim 1:15

SAYINGS

I will utter dark s Ps 78:2

whoever hears these s Matt 7:24

SCALES

You shall have honest s Lev 19:36

be weighed on honest s Job 31:6

on it had a pair of s Rev 6:5

SCARLET

s cord in the window Josh 2:18

are like a strand of s Song 4:3

your sins are like s Is 1:18

s beast which was full Rev 17:3

SCATTER

I will s you among the Lev 26:33

S the peoples who Ps 68:30

s the sheep of My Jer 23:1

I will s to all winds Jer 49:32

SCATTERED

lest we be s abroad Gen 11:4

of iniquity shall be s Ps 92:9

“You have s My flock Jer 23:2

s Israel will gather Jer 31:10

“Israel is like s sheep Jer 50:17

they were weary and s Matt 9:36

the sheep will be s Mark 14:27

that you will be s John 16:32

SCATTERS

s the frost like ashes Ps 147:16

There is one who s Prov 11:24

throne of judgment s Prov 20:8

not gather with Me s Matt 12:30

SCEPTER

s shall not depart Gen 49:10

S shall rise out of Num 24:17

a s of righteousness Ps 45:6

a s of righteousness Heb 1:8

SCHEME

perfected a shrewd s Ps 64:6

SCHEMER

will be called a s Prov 24:8

SCHEMES

who brings wicked s Ps 37:7

sought out many s Eccl 7:29

SCHISM

there should be no s 1 Cor 12:25

SCHOOL

daily in the s of Acts 19:9

SCOFF

They s and speak Ps 73:8

They s at kings Hab 1:10

SCOFFER

“He who corrects a s Prov 9:7

s does not listen Prov 13:1

s seeks wisdom and Prov 14:6

s is an abomination Prov 24:9

SCOFFERS

S ensnare a city Prov 29:8

s will come in the 2 Pet 3:3

SCORCHED

sun was up they were s Matt 13:6

And men were s with Rev 16:9

SCORN

My friends s me Job 16:20

to our neighbors, a s Ps 44:13

SCORNED

consider, for I am s Lam 1:11

and princes are s Hab 1:10

SCORNS

He s the scornful Prov 3:34

s obedience to his Prov 30:17

SCORPIONS

and you dwell among s Ezek 2:6

on serpents and s Luke 10:19

They had tails like s Rev 9:10

SCOURGE

hosts will stir up a s Is 10:26

up to councils and s Matt 10:17

will mock Him, and s Mark 10:34

SCOURGES

s every son whom Heb 12:6

SCRIBE

“Where is the s Is 33:18

SCRIBES

and not as the s Matt 7:29

“But woe to you, s Matt 23:13

“Beware of the s Mark 12:38

SCRIPTURE

what is noted in the S Dan 10:21

S was fulfilled which Mark 15:28

“Today this S Luke 4:21

S cannot be broken John 10:35

For what does the S Rom 4:3

S has confined all Gal 3:22

All S is given by 2 Tim 3:16

that no prophecy of S 2 Pet 1:20

SCRIPTURES

not knowing the S Matt 22:29

S must be fulfilled Mark 14:49

and mighty in the S Acts 18:24

have known the Holy S 2 Tim 3:15

also the rest of the S 2 Pet 3:16

SCROLL

in the s of the book Ps 40:7

and note it on a s Is 30:8

eat this s Ezek 3:1

saw there a flying s Zech 5:1

on the throne a s Rev 5:1

was able to open the s Rev 5:3

the sky receded as a s Rev 6:14

SEA

drowned in the Red S Ex 15:4

this great and wide s Ps 104:25

who go down to the s Ps 107:23

to the s its limit Prov 8:29

rebuke I dry up the s Is 50:2

the waters cover the s Hab 2:14

and the s obey Him Matt 8:27

throne there was a s Rev 4:6

standing on the s Rev 15:2

there was no more s Rev 21:1

SEAL

Set me as a s upon Song 8:6

of circumcision, a s Rom 4:11

stands, having this s 2 Tim 2:19

He opened the second s Rev 6:3

SEALED

My transgression is s Job 14:17

who also has s us and 2 Cor 1:22

by whom you were s Eph 4:30

of those who were s Rev 7:4

SEAM

tunic was without s John 19:23

SÉANCE

“Please conduct a s 1 Sam 28:8

SEARCH

“Can you s out the Job 11:7

would not God s Ps 44:21

glory of kings is to s Prov 25:2

found it by secret s Jer 2:34

I, the LORD, s the Jer 17:10

s the Scriptures John 5:39

SEARCHED

O LORD, You have s Ps 139:1

s the Scriptures Acts 17:11

and s carefully 1 Pet 1:10

SEARCHES

for the LORD s all 1 Chr 28:9

s the hearts knows Rom 8:27

For the Spirit s 1 Cor 2:10

that I am He who s Rev 2:23

SEASON

there is a s Eccl 3:1

Be ready in s and out 2 Tim 4:2

SEASONED

how shall it be s Matt 5:13

“For everyone will be s Mark 9:49

SEASONS

days and months and s Gal 4:10

the times and the s 1 Thess 5:1

SEAT

shall make a mercy s Ex 25:17

I might come to His s Job 23:3

that He may s him with Ps 113:8

sit in Moses’ s Matt 23:2

before the judgment s 2 Cor 5:10

the mercy s Heb 9:5

SEATS

at feasts, the best s Matt 23:6

you love the best s Luke 11:43

SECRET

s things belong Deut 29:29

darkness His s place Ps 18:11

The s of the LORD is Ps 25:14

in the s place of His Ps 27:5

s place of Your presence Ps 31:20

s place of the Most High Ps 91:1

when I was made in s Ps 139:15

do not disclose the s Prov 25:9

s places of the cliff Song 2:14

I have not spoken in s Is 45:19

He reveals His s to Amos 3:7

Father who is in the s Matt 6:6

are done by them in s Eph 5:12

SECRETLY

“Now a word was s Job 4:12

He lies in wait s Ps 10:9

SECRETS

would show you the s Job 11:6

For He knows the s Ps 44:21

A talebearer reveals s Prov 11:13

heaven who reveals s Dan 2:28

God will judge the s Rom 2:16

And thus the s of his 1 Cor 14:25

SECT

him (which is the s Acts 5:17

to the strictest s Acts 26:5

SECURELY

pleasures, who dwell s Is 47:8

nation that dwells s Jer 49:31

SEDUCED

flattering lips she s Prov 7:21

because they have s Ezek 13:10

SEE

for no man shall s Ex 33:20

the LORD does not s 1 Sam 16:7

in my flesh I shall s Job 19:26

s the works of God Ps 66:5

lest they s with their Is 6:10

for sin, He shall s Is 53:10

for they shall s God Matt 5:8

seeing they do not s Matt 13:13

s greater things than John 1:50

rejoiced to s My day John 8:56

we wish to s Jesus John 12:21

and the world will s John 14:19

Him, for we shall s 1 John 3:2

They shall s His face Rev 22:4

SEED

s shall be called Gen 21:12

s shall be its stump Is 6:13

He shall see His s Is 53:10

you a noble vine, a s Jer 2:21

s is the word of God Luke 8:11

had left us a s Rom 9:29

to each s its own body 1 Cor 15:38

S were the promises Gal 3:16

you are Abraham’s s Gal 3:29

Jesus Christ, of the s 2 Tim 2:8

of corruptible s 1 Pet 1:23

not sin, for His s 1 John 3:9

SEEDS

the good s are the Matt 13:38

not say, “And to s Gal 3:16

SEEK

will find Him if you s Deut 4:29

pray and s My face 2 Chr 7:14

your heart to s God 2 Chr 19:3

s your God as you do Ezra 4:2

may God above not s Job 3:4

countenance does not s Ps 10:4

LORD, that will I s Ps 27:4

You said, “S My face Ps 27:8

early will I s You Ps 63:1

s me diligently will Prov 8:17

s one’s own glory Prov 25:27

s justice, rebuke Is 1:17

Should they s the dead Is 8:19

the Gentiles shall s Is 11:10

Jacob, ‘S Me in vain Is 45:19

S the LORD while He Is 55:6

Yet they s Me daily Is 58:2

s great things for Jer 45:5

s what was lost Ezek 34:16

“S Me and live Amos 5:4

and people should s Mal 2:7

things the Gentiles s Matt 6:32

s, and you will find Matt 7:7

of Man has come to s Luke 19:10

because I do not s John 5:30

You will s Me and John 7:34

in doing good s Rom 2:7

Because they did not s Rom 9:32

Let no one s his own 1 Cor 10:24

for I do not s yours 2 Cor 12:14

For all s their own Phil 2:21

s those things which Col 3:1

s the one to come Heb 13:14

SEEKING

run to and fro, s Amos 8:12

and he came s fruit Luke 13:6

for the Father is s John 4:23

like a roaring lion, s 1 Pet 5:8

SEEKS

no one s her Jer 30:17

receives, and he who s Matt 7:8

There is none who s Rom 3:11

SEEMS

There is a way which s Prov 14:12

have, even what he s Luke 8:18

If anyone among you s 1 Cor 3:18

SEEN

s God face to face Gen 32:30

All this I have s Eccl 8:9

s the one I love Song 3:3

Who has s such things Is 66:8

s strange things today Luke 5:26

No one has s God at John 1:18

time, nor s His form John 5:37

I speak what I have s John 8:38

s Me has s the John 14:9

things which we have s Acts 4:20

s Jesus Christ our 1 Cor 9:1

things which are not s 2 Cor 4:18

whom no man has s 1 Tim 6:16

heard, which we have s 1 John 1:1

SEES

here seen Him who s Gen 16:13

s all the sons of men Ps 33:13

s his brother in need 1 John 3:17

s his brother sinning 1 John 5:16

SEIR

Home of Esau, Gen 32:3

Horites of, dispossessed by Esau’s descendants, Deut 2:12

Desolation of, Ezek 35:15

SELF-CONFIDENT

a fool rages and is s Prov 14:16

SELF-CONTROL

about righteousness, s Acts 24:25

they cannot exercise s 1 Cor 7:9

gentleness, s Gal 5:23

slanderers, without s 2 Tim 3:3

to knowledge s 2 Pet 1:6

SELF-CONTROLLED

just, holy, s Titus 1:8

SELF-SEEKING

envy and s exist James 3:16

SELL

said, “S me your Gen 25:31

s Your people for Ps 44:12

s the righteous Amos 2:6

s whatever you have Mark 10:21

no sword, let him s Luke 22:36

no one may buy or s Rev 13:17

SEND

He shall s from heaven Ps 57:3

“Whom shall I s Is 6:8

s them a Savior Is 19:20

“Behold, I s you out Matt 10:16

The Son of Man will s Matt 13:41

s Lazarus that he Luke 16:24

whom the Father will s John 14:26

has sent Me, I also s John 20:21

SENNACHERIB

Assyrian king (705–681 B.C.); son and successor of Sargon II, 2 Kin 18:13

Death of, by assassination, 2 Kin 19:36, 37

SENSELESS

Understand, you s Ps 94:8

SENSES

of use have their s Heb 5:14

SENSIBLY

who can answer s Prov 26:16

SENSUAL

but is earthly, s James 3:15

These are s persons Jude 19

SENT

and His Spirit have s Is 48:16

s these prophets Jer 23:21

As the Father has s John 20:21

unless they are s Rom 10:15

s His Son to be the 1 John 4:10

SEPARATE

he shall s himself Num 6:3

s yourselves from the Ezra 10:11

let not man s Matt 19:6

Who shall s us from Rom 8:35

harmless, undefiled, s Heb 7:26

SEPARATED

but the poor is s Prov 19:4

“The LORD has utterly s Is 56:3

to be an apostle, s Rom 1:1

it pleased God, who s Gal 1:15

SEPARATES

who repeats a matter s Prov 17:9

SEPARATION

the middle wall of s Eph 2:14

SERAPHIM

Above it stood s Is 6:2

SERGIUS PAULUS

Roman proconsul of Cyprus, converted by Paul, Acts 13:7–12

SERIOUS

therefore be s and 1 Pet 4:7

SERPENT

s was more cunning Gen 3:1

“The s deceived me Gen 3:13

“Make a fiery s Num 21:8

like the poison of a s Ps 58:4

s you shall trample Ps 91:13

their tongues like a s Ps 140:3

air, the way of a s Prov 30:19

s may bite when it is Eccl 10:11

be a fiery flying s Is 14:29

and wounded the s Is 51:9

will he give him a s Matt 7:10

Moses lifted up the s John 3:14

was cast out, that s Rev 12:9

SERPENTS

is the poison of s Deut 32:33

be wise as s Matt 10:16

to trample on s Luke 10:19

SERVANT

a s of servants he Gen 9:25

s who earnestly Job 7:2

and the fool will be s Prov 11:29

s will rule over a son Prov 17:2

A s will not be Prov 29:19

Who is blind but My s Is 42:19

You are My s Is 49:3

“Is Israel a s Jer 2:14

and a s his master Mal 1:6

you, let him be your s Matt 20:26

good and faithful s Matt 25:21

‘You wicked and lazy s Matt 25:26

the unprofitable s Matt 25:30

that s who knew his Luke 12:47

s does not know what John 15:15

against Your holy S Acts 4:27

SERVANTS

puts no trust in His s Job 4:18

for all your s Ps 119:91

on the ground like s Eccl 10:7

shall call you the s Is 61:6

S rule over us Lam 5:8

are unprofitable s Luke 17:10

longer do I call you s John 15:15

so consider us, as s 1 Cor 4:1

SERVE

LORD your God and s Deut 6:13

land, so you shall s aliens Jer 5:19

s Him with one accord Zeph 3:9

You cannot s God and Matt 6:24

to be served, but to s Matt 20:28

the mind I myself s Rom 7:25

but through love s Gal 5:13

s the Lord Christ Col 3:24

s the living God Heb 9:14

s Him day and night in Rev 7:15

SERVES

If anyone s Me John 12:26

SERVICE

do you mean by this s Ex 12:26

that he offers God s John 16:2

is your reasonable s Rom 12:1

with goodwill doing s Eph 6:7

your works, love, s Rev 2:19

SERVING

years I have been s Luke 15:29

s the Lord with all Acts 20:19

fervent in spirit, s Rom 12:11

you, s as overseers 1 Pet 5:2

SET

“See, I have s Deut 30:15

s the LORD always Ps 16:8





I will s him on high Ps 91:14

s aside the grace Gal 2:21

SETH

Third son of Adam, Gen 4:25

In Christ’s ancestry, Luke 3:38

SETTLE

Therefore s it in Luke 21:14

SETTLED

and my speech s Job 29:22

O LORD, Your word is s Ps 119:89

the mountains were s Prov 8:25

s accounts with them Matt 25:19

SEVEN

S times a day I praise Ps 119:164

s other spirits more Luke 11:26

s times in a day Luke 17:4

out from among you s Acts 6:3

s churches which are Rev 1:4

SEVENTY

S weeks are Dan 9:24

up to s times seven Matt 18:22

Then the s returned Luke 10:17

SEVERE

My wound is s Jer 10:19

not to be too s 2 Cor 2:5

SEVERITY

the goodness and s Rom 11:22

SHADE

I sat down in his s Song 2:3

be a tabernacle for s Is 4:6

may nest under its s Mark 4:32

SHADOW

May darkness and the s Job 3:5

He flees like a s Job 14:2

hide me under the s Ps 17:8

walks about like a s Ps 39:6

like a passing s Ps 144:4

he passes like a s Eccl 6:12

and to trust in the s Is 30:2

In the s of His hand Is 49:2

which are a s of Col 2:17

the law, having a s Heb 10:1

is no variation or s James 1:17

SHADOWS

my members are like s Job 17:7

and the s flee away Song 2:17

SHADRACH

Hananiah’s Babylonian name, Dan 1:3, 7

Cast into the fiery furnace, Dan 3:1–28

SHAKE

Who is he who will s Job 17:3

s the earth Is 2:19

S yourself from the Is 52:2

s their heads at the Lam 2:15

and the knees s Nah 2:10

hiss and s his fist Zeph 2:15

I will s all nations Hag 2:7

s not only the earth Heb 12:26

SHAKEN

he will never be s Ps 112:6

together was s Acts 4:31

not to be soon s 2 Thess 2:2

SHAKES

s the earth out of its Job 9:6

s the Wilderness Ps 29:8

SHALLUM

King of Israel, 2 Kin 15:10–15

SHALMANESER

Assyrian king, 2 Kin 17:3

SHAME

you turn my glory to s Ps 4:2

let them be put to s Ps 83:17

s who serve carved Ps 97:7

hate Zion be put to s Ps 129:5

s shall be the Prov 3:35

is a son who causes s Prov 10:5

hide My face from s Is 50:6

S has covered our Jer 51:51

their glory into s Hos 4:7

never be put to s Joel 2:26

the unjust knows no s Zeph 3:5

worthy to suffer s Acts 5:41

will not be put to s Rom 9:33

to put to s the wise 1 Cor 1:27

I say this to your s 1 Cor 6:5

glory is in their s Phil 3:19

put Him to an open s Heb 6:6

SHAMEFUL

committing what is s Rom 1:27

for it is s for women 1 Cor 14:35

For it is s even to Eph 5:12

SHAMGAR

Judge of Israel; strikes down 600 Philistines, Judg 3:31

SHAMMAH

Son of Jesse, 1 Sam 16:9

Called Shimea, 1 Chr 2:13

— One of David’s mighty men, 2 Sam 23:11

Also called Shammoth the Harorite, 1 Chr 11:27

SHAPHAN

Scribe under Josiah, 2 Kin 22:3–14

SHARE

a stranger does not s Prov 14:10

s your bread with the Is 58:7

is taught the word s Gal 6:6

to give, willing to s 1 Tim 6:18

to do good and to s Heb 13:16

SHARING

for your liberal s 2 Cor 9:13

SHARON

Coastal plain between Joppa and Mt. Carmel, 1 Chr 27:29

Famed for roses, Song 2:1

Inhabitants of, turn to the Lord, Acts 9:35

SHARP

S as a two-edged sword Prov 5:4

SHARPEN

s their tongue like a Ps 64:3

and one does not s Eccl 10:10

SHARPNESS

I should use s 2 Cor 13:10

SHATTERED

at ease, but He has s Job 16:12

SHEALTIEL

Son of King Jeconiah and father of Zerubbabel, 1 Chr 3:17

SHEAR-JASHUB

Symbolic name given to Isaiah’s son, Is 7:3

SHEATH

‘Return it to its s Ezek 21:30

your sword into the s John 18:11

SHEAVES

bringing his s Ps 126:6

nor he who binds s Ps 129:7

gather them like s Mic 4:12

SHEBA

Land of, occupied by Sabeans, famous traders, Job 1:15; Ps 72:10

Queen of, visits Solomon; marvels at his wisdom, 1 Kin 10:1–13

Mentioned by Christ, Matt 12:42

SHEBAH

Name given to a well and town (Beersheba), Gen 26:31–33

SHEBNA

Treasurer under Hezekiah, Is 22:15

Demoted to position of scribe, 2 Kin 19:2

Man of pride and luxury, replaced by Eliakim, Is 22:19–21

SHECHEM

Son of Hamor; rapes Dinah, Jacob’s daughter, Gen 34:1–31

— Ancient city of Ephraim, Gen 33:18

Joshua’s farewell address delivered at, Josh 24:1–25

Supports Abimelech; destroyed, Judg 9

Rebuilt by Jeroboam I, 1 Kin 12:25

SHED

which is s for many Matt 26:28

SHEDDING

blood, and without s Heb 9:22

SHEEP

astray like a lost s Ps 119:176

slaughter, and as a s Is 53:7

Pull them out like s Jer 12:3

have been lost s Jer 50:6

will search for My s Ezek 34:11

shall judge between s Ezek 34:17

s will be scattered Zech 13:7

rather to the lost s Matt 10:6

I send you out as s Matt 10:16

And He will set the s Matt 25:33

having a hundred s Luke 15:4

and he calls his own s John 10:3

and I know My s John 10:14

s I have which are not John 10:16

“He was led as a s Acts 8:32

like s going astray 1 Pet 2:25

SHEEPFOLDS

lie down among the s Ps 68:13

SHEET

object like a great s Acts 10:11

SHELTER

I will trust in the s Ps 61:4

in You I take s Ps 143:9

the LORD will be a s Joel 3:16

SHELTERS

s him all the day long Deut 33:12

be pastures, with s Zeph 2:6

SHEM

Oldest son of Noah, Gen 5:32

Escapes the Flood, Gen 7:13

Receives a blessing, Gen 9:23, 26

Ancestor of Semitic people, Gen 10:22–32

SHEMAIAH

Prophet of Judah, 1 Kin 12:22–24

Explains Shishak’s invasion as divine punishment, 2 Chr 12:5–8

Records Rehoboam’s reign, 2 Chr 12:15

SHEMER

Sells Omri the hill on which Samaria is built, 1 Kin 16:23, 24

SHEOL

down to the gates of S Job 17:16

not leave my soul in S Ps 16:10

S laid hold of me Ps 116:3

S cannot thank Is 38:18

the belly of S I cried Jon 2:2

SHEPHERD

s is an abomination Gen 46:34

s My people Israel 2 Sam 5:2

The LORD is my s Ps 23:1

s Jacob His people Ps 78:71

His flock like a s Is 40:11

of Cyrus, ‘He is My s Is 44:28

s who follows You Jer 17:16

because there was no s Ezek 34:5

I will establish one s Ezek 34:23

“As a s takes from Amos 3:12

to the worthless s Zech 11:17

‘I will strike the S Matt 26:31

“I am the good s John 10:11

s the church of God Acts 20:28

the dead, that great S Heb 13:20

S the flock of God 1 Pet 5:2

when the Chief S 1 Pet 5:4

of the throne will s Rev 7:17

SHEPHERDS

your sons shall be s Num 14:33

And they are s who Is 56:11

And I will give you s Jer 3:15

s who destroy and Jer 23:1

s who feed My people Jer 23:2

s have led them astray Jer 50:6

s fed themselves Ezek 34:8

in the same country s Luke 2:8

SHESHACH

Symbolic of Babylon, Jer 25:26

SHESHBAZZAR

Prince of Judah, Ezra 1:8, 11

SHIELD

I am your s Gen 15:1

He is a s to all who 2 Sam 22:31

my s and the horn of Ps 18:2

God is a sun and s Ps 84:11

truth shall be your s Ps 91:4

all, taking the s Eph 6:16

SHIHOR

Name given to the Nile, Is 23:3

Israel’s southwestern border, Josh 13:3

SHILOH

Center of worship, Judg 18:31

Headquarters for division of Promised Land, Josh 18:1, 10

Benjamites seize women of, Judg 21:19–23

Ark of the covenant taken from, 1 Sam 4:3–11

Punishment given to, Jer 7:12–15

— Messianic title, Gen 49:10

SHIMEI

Benjamite; insults David, 2 Sam 16:5–13

Pardoned, but confined, 2 Sam 19:16–23

Breaks agreement; executed by Solomon, 1 Kin 2:39–46

SHIMSHAI

Scribe opposing the Jews, Ezra 4:8–24

SHINAR

Tower built at, Gen 11:2–9

SHINE

LORD make His face s Num 6:25

cause His face to s Ps 67:1

the cherubim, s Ps 80:1

Make Your face s Ps 119:135

who are wise shall s Dan 12:3

the righteous will s Matt 13:43

among whom you s Phil 2:15

SHINED

them a light has s Is 9:2

SHINES

And the light s John 1:5

SHINING

the earth, by clear s 2 Sam 23:4

His clothes became s Mark 9:3

light is already s 1 John 2:8

was like the sun s Rev 1:16

SHIPS

pass by like swift s Job 9:26

down to the sea in s Ps 107:23

like the merchant s Prov 31:14

Look also at s James 3:4

SHIPWRECK

faith have suffered s 1 Tim 1:19

SHOOT

they s out the lip Ps 22:7

But God shall s Ps 64:7

SHORT

have sinned and fall s Rom 3:23

the work and cut it s Rom 9:28

SHORTENED

his youth You have s Ps 89:45

the wicked will be s Prov 10:27

those days were s Matt 24:22

SHOT

shall be stoned or s Heb 12:20

SHOUT

s joyfully to the Rock Ps 95:1

S joyfully to the LORD Ps 98:4

Make a joyful s Ps 100:1

from heaven with a s 1 Thess 4:16

SHOW

a land that I will s Gen 12:1

S me Your ways Ps 25:4

s yourselves men Is 46:8

s Him greater works John 5:20

s us the Father John 14:8

SHOWBREAD

you shall set the s Ex 25:30

s which had been taken 1 Sam 21:6

s which was not lawful Matt 12:4

SHOWERS

make it soft with s Ps 65:10

s have been withheld Jer 3:3

can the heavens give s Jer 14:22

from the LORD, like s Mic 5:7

SHREWDLY

because he had dealt s Luke 16:8

SHRINES

who made silver s Acts 19:24

SHUFFLES

with his eyes, he s Prov 6:13

SHULAMITE

Beloved of the bridegroom king, Song 6:13

SHUNAMMITE

Abishag, David’s nurse, 1 Kin 1:3, 15

— Woman who cared for Elisha, 2 Kin 4:8–12

SHUNNED

feared God and s evil Job 1:1

SHUSHAN

Residence of Persian monarchs, Esth 1:2

SHUT

“Or who s in the sea Job 38:8

Has He in anger s Ps 77:9

For you s up the Matt 23:13

SHUTS

s his ears to the cry Prov 21:13

s his eyes from seeing Is 33:15

brother in need, and s 1 John 3:17

who opens and no one s Rev 3:7

SICK

have made him s Hos 7:5

I was s and you Matt 25:36

he whom You love is s John 11:3

many are weak and s 1 Cor 11:30

have left in Miletus s 2 Tim 4:20

faith will save the s James 5:15

SICKLE

Put in the s Joel 3:13

“Thrust in Your s Rev 14:15

SICKNESS

will sustain him in s Prov 18:14

“This s is not unto John 11:4

SICKNESSES

And bore our s Matt 8:17

SIDE

The LORD is on my s Ps 118:6

the net on the right s John 21:6

SIDON

Canaanite city; inhabitants not expelled, Judg 1:31

Hostile relations with Israel, Judg 10:12; Is 23:12; Joel 3:4–6

Jesus preaches to, Matt 15:21; Luke 6:17

SIFT

s the nations with the Is 30:28

s the house of Israel Amos 9:9

for you, that he may s Luke 22:31

SIFTS

A wise king s out the Prov 20:26

SIGH

our years like a s Ps 90:9

the merry-hearted s Is 24:7

of the men who s Ezek 9:4

SIGHING

For my s comes before Job 3:24

s is not hidden Ps 38:9

SIGHT

and see this great s Ex 3:3

seemed good in Your s Matt 11:26

by faith, not by s 2 Cor 5:7

SIGN

Show me a s for good Ps 86:17

will give you a s Is 7:14

for an everlasting s Is 55:13

we want to see a s Matt 12:38

seeks after a s Matt 12:39

And what will be the s Matt 24:3

s which will be spoken Luke 2:34

again is the second s John 4:54

For Jews request a s 1 Cor 1:22

Now a great s appeared Rev 12:1

SIGNET

the king’s s ring Esth 8:8

make you like a s ring Hag 2:23

SIGNS

and let them be for s Gen 1:14

you not know their s Job 21:29

They performed His s Ps 105:27

We are for s and Is 8:18

How great are His s Dan 4:3

cannot discern the s Matt 16:3

the accompanying s Mark 16:20

s Jesus did in Cana of John 2:11

no one can do these s John 3:2

you people see s John 4:48

because you saw the s John 6:26

is a sinner do such s John 9:16

this Man works many s John 11:47

Jesus did many other s John 20:30

demons, performing s Rev 16:14

SIHON

Amorite king; defeated by Israel, Num 21:21–32

Territory of, assigned to Reuben and Gad, Num 32:1–38

SILAS (or Silvanus)

Leader in Jerusalem church; sent to Antioch, Acts 15:22–35

Travels with Paul, Acts 15:40, 41

Jailed and released, Acts 16:25–40

Mentioned in epistles, 2 Cor 1:19; 1 Thess 1:1; 2 Thess 1:1; 1 Pet 5:12

SILENCE

that You may s Ps 8:2

I was mute with s Ps 39:2

soon have settled in s Ps 94:17

“Sit in s Is 47:5

seal, there was s Rev 8:1

SILENT

the wicked shall be s 1 Sam 2:9

season, and am not s Ps 22:2

Do not be s to me Ps 28:1

Let them be s in the Ps 31:17

Be s in the presence Zeph 1:7

Let your women keep s 1 Cor 14:34

SILK

and covered you with s Ezek 16:10

SILOAM

Tower of, falls and kills 18 people, Luke 13:4

Blind man washes in pool of, John 9:1–11

SILVER

and your precious s Job 22:25

Though he heaps up s Job 27:16

s tried in a furnace Ps 12:6

have refined us as s Ps 66:10

than the profits of s Prov 3:14

chosen rather than s Prov 16:16

refining pot is for s Prov 17:3

He who loves s will Eccl 5:10

s has become dross Is 1:22

call them rejected s Jer 6:30

may buy the poor for s Amos 8:6

him thirty pieces of s Matt 26:15

SIMEON

Son of Jacob by Leah, Gen 29:32, 33

Avenged his sister’s dishonor, Gen 34:25–31

Held hostage by Joseph, Gen 42:18–20, 24

Rebuked by Jacob, Gen 49:5–7

— Tribe of:

Numbered, Num 1:23; 26:12–14

Receive inheritance, Josh 19:1–9

Fight Canaanites with Judah, Judg 1:1–3, 17–20

— Just man; blesses infant Jesus, Luke 2:25–35

SIMILITUDE

been made in the s James 3:9

SIMON

Simon Peter: see PETER

— One of the Twelve; called “the Cananite,” Matt 10:4

— One of Jesus’ half brothers, Matt 13:55

— Pharisee, Luke 7:36–40

— Man of Cyrene, Matt 27:32

— Sorcerer, Acts 8:9–24

— Tanner in Joppa, Acts 9:43

SIMPLE

making wise the s Ps 19:7

LORD preserves the s Ps 116:6

understanding to the s Ps 119:130

s believes every word Prov 14:15

the hearts of the s Rom 16:18

SIMPLICITY

ones, will you love s Prov 1:22

in the world in s 2 Cor 1:12

corrupted from the s 2 Cor 11:3

SIN

committed a great s Ex 32:20

he died in his own s Num 27:3

and be sure your s Num 32:23

to death for his own s Deut 24:16

all this Job did not s Job 2:10

and search out my s Job 10:6

Be angry, and do not s Ps 4:4

my ways, lest I s Ps 39:1

s is always before me Ps 51:3

in s my mother Ps 51:5

s is a reproach Prov 14:34

good and does not s Eccl 7:20

soul an offering for s Is 53:10

And He bore the s Is 53:12

s I will remember no Jer 31:34

They eat up the s Hos 4:8

Now they s more and Hos 13:2

who believe in Me to s Matt 18:6

who takes away the s John 1:29

S no more John 5:14

“He who is without s John 8:7

convict the world of s John 16:8

they are all under s Rom 3:9

s entered the world Rom 5:12

s is not imputed Rom 5:13

s that grace may Rom 6:1

died to s once for all Rom 6:10

s shall not have Rom 6:14

Shall we s because we Rom 6:15

s that dwells in me Rom 7:17

Him who knew no s 2 Cor 5:21

man of s is revealed 2 Thess 2:3

we are, yet without s Heb 4:15

appeared to put away s Heb 9:26

s willfully after we Heb 10:26

it gives birth to s James 1:15

do it, to him it is s James 4:17

“Who committed no s 1 Pet 2:22

say that we have no s 1 John 1:8

that you may not s 1 John 2:1

s is lawlessness 1 John 3:4

in Him there is no s 1 John 3:5

and he cannot s 1 John 3:9

for those who commit s 1 John 5:16

unrighteousness is s 1 John 5:17

SINAI

Mountain (same as Horeb) where the law was given, Ex 19:1–25

Used allegorically by Paul, Gal 4:24, 25

SINCERE

Holy Spirit, by s love 2 Cor 6:6

and from s faith 1 Tim 1:5

s love of the brethren 1 Pet 1:22

SINCERITY

LORD, serve Him in s Josh 24:14

unleavened bread of s 1 Cor 5:8

simplicity and godly s 2 Cor 1:12

men-pleasers, but in s Col 3:22

SINFUL

Alas, s nation Is 1:4

and s generation Mark 8:38

from me, for I am a s Luke 5:8

the hands of s men Luke 24:7

become exceedingly s Rom 7:13

likeness of s flesh Rom 8:3

SING

“S to the LORD Ex 15:21

the widow’s heart to s Job 29:13

S out the honor Ps 66:2

I will s of mercy and Ps 101:1

“S us one of the songs Ps 137:3

My servants shall s Is 65:14

I will s with the 1 Cor 14:15

assembly I will s Heb 2:12

Let him s psalms James 5:13

SINGERS

The s went before Ps 68:25

male and female s Eccl 2:8

SINGING

His presence with s Ps 100:2

and our tongue with s Ps 126:2

the time of s has come Song 2:12

break forth into s Is 14:7

even with joy and s Is 35:2

come to Zion with s Is 35:10

and spiritual songs, s Eph 5:19

SINISTER

who understands s Dan 8:23

SINK

I s in deep mire Ps 69:2

to s he cried out Matt 14:30

SINNED

You only, have I s Ps 51:4

Jerusalem has s Lam 1:8

Our fathers s and are Lam 5:7

“Father, I have s Luke 15:18

“Rabbi, who s John 9:2

For as many as have s Rom 2:12

for all have s and Rom 3:23

marries, she has not s 1 Cor 7:28

say that we have not s 1 John 1:10

for the devil has s 1 John 3:8

SINNER

s He gives the work Eccl 2:26

s does evil a hundred Eccl 8:12

s destroys much good Eccl 9:18

the city who was a s Luke 7:37

s who repents than Luke 15:7

can a man who is a s John 9:16

the ungodly and the s 1 Pet 4:18

SINNERS

in the path of s Ps 1:1

therefore He teaches s Ps 25:8

soul with s Ps 26:9

s be consumed from the Ps 104:35

son, if s entice you Prov 1:10

The s in Zion are Is 33:14

the righteous, but s Matt 9:13

tax collectors and s Matt 11:19

s love those who love Luke 6:32

Galileans were worse s Luke 13:2

God does not hear s John 9:31

while we were still s Rom 5:8

many were made s Rom 5:19

the ungodly and for s 1 Tim 1:9

the world to save s 1 Tim 1:15

separate from s Heb 7:26

such hostility from s Heb 12:3

things which ungodly s Jude 15

SINS

my iniquities and s Job 13:23

from presumptuous s Ps 19:13

You, our secret s Ps 90:8

but he who s against Prov 8:36

s have hidden His face Is 59:2

the soul who s shall Ezek 18:4

to make an end of s Dan 9:24

if your brother s Matt 18:15

I take away their s Rom 11:27

s according to the 1 Cor 15:3

are still in your s 1 Cor 15:17

the forgiveness of s Eph 1:7

s are clearly evident 1 Tim 5:24

once to bear the s Heb 9:28

If we confess our s 1 John 1:9

propitiation for our s 1 John 2:2

s are forgiven you 1 John 2:12

Whoever s has neither 1 John 3:6

you share in her s Rev 18:4

SION

See ZION

Name given to all or part of Mt. Hermon, Deut 4:48

SISERA

Canaanite commander of Jabin’s army; slain by Jael, Judg 4:2–22

SISTER

are my mother and my s Job 17:14

We have a little s Song 8:8

is My brother and s Matt 12:50

to you Phoebe our s Rom 16:1

s is not under bondage 1 Cor 7:15

SIT

Those who s in the Ps 69:12

“Come down and s Is 47:1

“Why do we s still Jer 8:14

but to s on My right Matt 20:23

and the Pharisees s Matt 23:2

“S at My right hand Heb 1:13

say to him, “You s James 2:3

I will grant to s Rev 3:21

heart, ‘I s as queen Rev 18:7

SITS

God s on His holy Ps 47:8

It is He who s above Is 40:22

so that he s as God 2 Thess 2:4

where the harlot s Rev 17:15

SITTING

You know my s down and Ps 139:2

see the Son of Man s Mark 14:62

where Christ is, s Col 3:1

SKILL

hand forget its s Ps 137:5

nor favor to men of s Eccl 9:11

them knowledge and s Dan 1:17

forth to give you s Dan 9:22

SKILLFULNESS

guided them by the s Ps 78:72

SKIN

God made tunics of s Gen 3:21

LORD and said, “S Job 2:4

have escaped by the s Job 19:20

Ethiopian change his s Jer 13:23

s is hot as an oven Lam 5:10

SKIP

He makes them also s Ps 29:6

SKIPPING

upon the mountains, s Song 2:8

SKULL

to say, Place of a S Matt 27:33

SKY

s receded as a scroll Rev 6:14

SLACK

He will not be s Deut 7:10

s hand becomes poor Prov 10:4
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the crackling of t Eccl 7:6

Like a lily among t Song 2:2

and do not sow among t Jer 4:3

wheat but reaped t Jer 12:13

And some fell among t Matt 13:7
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Ministers independently, Acts 17:14, 15; 19:22; 1 Cor 4:17; Phil 2:19, 23; 1 Thess 3:1–6; 1 Tim 1:1–3; 4:14
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TOLD

Behold, I have t Matt 28:7

things which were t Luke 2:18

t me all things that I John 4:29
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TOSSED

t with tempest Is 54:11

t to and fro and Eph 4:14
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TRADERS

are princes, whose t Is 23:8
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Yes, all Israel has t Dan 9:11

t your commandment Luke 15:29
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t the high places Amos 4:13

an ox while it t 1 Tim 5:18

t the winepress Rev 19:15

TREASURE
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the earth shook and t Ps 18:7

and indeed they t Jer 4:24

TREMBLES

the earth sees and t Ps 97:4

TREMBLING

it was a very great t 1 Sam 14:15

your water with t Ezek 12:18
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Blow the t at the time Ps 81:3

“Blow the t in the Jer 4:5

deed, do not sound a t Matt 6:2

t makes an uncertain 1 Cor 14:8

For the t will sound 1 Cor 15:52

loud voice, as of a t Rev 1:10

TRUST

If God puts no t Job 15:15
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t is fallen in the Is 59:14

not valiant for the t Jer 9:3

“There is no t Hos 4:1
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the Spirit is t 1 John 5:6

t that is in you 3 John 3

TRY

t my mind and my heart Ps 26:2

refine them and t them Jer 9:7

t Me now in this Mal 3:10

which is to t you 1 Pet 4:12

TUBAL

Son of Japheth, Gen 10:2

— Tribe associated with Javan and Meshech, Is 66:19
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TUMULT

their waves, and the t Ps 65:7

Your enemies make a t Ps 83:2

TUNIC

Also he made him a t Gen 37:3

and take away your t Matt 5:40

TUNICS

the LORD God made t Gen 3:21

not to put on two t Mark 6:9

weeping, showing the t Acts 9:39

TURBAN

like a robe and a t Job 29:14

“Remove the t Ezek 21:26

TURN

you shall not t Deut 17:11

Then we will not t Ps 80:18

but let them not t Ps 85:8

yet I do not t Ps 119:51

T at my rebuke Prov 1:23

not let your heart t Prov 7:25

‘T now everyone from Jer 35:15

“Repent, t away from Ezek 14:6

yes, let every one t Jon 3:8

“T now from your evil Zech 1:4

on your right cheek, t Matt 5:39

t the hearts of the Luke 1:17

you that you should t Acts 14:15

t them from darkness Acts 26:18

Let him t away from 1 Pet 3:11

TURNED

kept His way and not t Job 23:11

The wicked shall be t Ps 9:17

let them be t back and Ps 70:2

t my feet to Your Ps 119:59

of Israel, they have t Is 1:4

number believed and t Acts 11:21

and how you t to God 1 Thess 1:9

TURNING

marvel that you are t Gal 1:6

or shadow of t James 1:17

TURNS

of the wicked He t Ps 146:9

A soft answer t Prov 15:1

but no one t back Nah 2:8

that he who t James 5:20

TURTLEDOVE

the life of Your t Ps 74:19

t is heard in our land Song 2:12

TUTOR

the law was our t Gal 3:24

no longer under a t Gal 3:25

TWIST

All day they t my Ps 56:5

unstable people t to 2 Pet 3:16

TWO

the ark to Noah, t Gen 7:15

t young pigeons Lev 12:8

T are better than one Eccl 4:9

t he covered his Is 6:2

t shall become one Matt 19:5

t young pigeons Luke 2:24

new man from the t Eph 2:15

TYCHICUS

Paul’s companion, Acts 20:1, 4

Paul’s messenger, Eph 6:21, 22; Col 4:7–9; 2 Tim 4:12

TYPE

of Adam, who is a t Rom 5:14

ULAI

Scene of Daniel’s visions, Dan 8:2–16

UNAFRAID

Do you want to be u Rom 13:3

UNBELIEF

because of their u Matt 13:58

help my u Mark 9:24

and He rebuked their u Mark 16:14

did it ignorantly in u 1 Tim 1:13

you an evil heart of u Heb 3:12

enter in because of u Heb 3:19

UNBELIEVERS

who believe but to u 1 Cor 14:22

are uninformed or u 1 Cor 14:23

yoked together with u 2 Cor 6:14

UNBELIEVING

Do not be u John 20:27

u Jews stirred up the Acts 14:2

For the u husband is 1 Cor 7:14

u nothing is pure Titus 1:15

But the cowardly, u Rev 21:8

UNCIRCUMCISED

You stiff-necked and u Acts 7:51

not the physically u Rom 2:27

by faith and the u Rom 3:30

u had been committed Gal 2:7

UNCLEAN

of animals that are u Gen 7:2

who touches any u Lev 7:21

I am a man of u lips Is 6:5

u shall no longer come Is 52:1

He commands even the u Mark 1:27

He rebuked the u Mark 9:25

any man common or u Acts 10:28

there is nothing u Rom 14:14

Do not touch what is u 2 Cor 6:17

that no fornicator, u Eph 5:5

UNCLEANNESS

men’s bones and all u Matt 23:27

members as slaves of u Rom 6:19

did not call us to u 1 Thess 4:7

flesh in the lust of u 2 Pet 2:10

UNCLEANNESSES

from all your u Ezek 36:29

UNCLOTHED

we want to be u 2 Cor 5:4

UNCOVER

skirt, u the thigh Is 47:2

UNCOVERS

u deep things out of Job 12:22

UNDEFILED

Blessed are the u Ps 119:1

all, and the bed u Heb 13:4

incorruptible and u 1 Pet 1:4

UNDERMINE

And you u your friend Job 6:27

UNDERSTAND

u one another’s speech Gen 11:7

if there are any who u Ps 14:2

in Egypt did not u Ps 106:7

is to u his way Prov 14:8

Evil men do not u Prov 28:5

hearing, but do not u Is 6:9

and quick to u Dan 1:4

set your heart to u Dan 10:12

u shall instruct many Dan 11:33

of the wicked shall u Dan 12:10

people who do not u Hos 4:14

Let him u these things Hos 14:9

Why do you not u John 8:43

u what you are reading Acts 8:30

lest they should u Acts 28:27

u all mysteries 1 Cor 13:2

some things hard to u 2 Pet 3:16

UNDERSTANDING

asked for yourself u 1 Kin 3:11

He has counsel and u Job 12:13

is the place of u Job 28:12

depart from evil is u Job 28:28

Almighty gives him u Job 32:8

not endow her with u Job 39:17

my heart shall give u Ps 49:3

Give me u Ps 119:34

Your precepts I get u Ps 119:104

His u is infinite Ps 147:5

apply your heart to u Prov 2:2

lean not on your own u Prov 3:5

u He established Prov 3:19

and go in the way of u Prov 9:6

of the Holy One is u Prov 9:10

a man of u has wisdom Prov 10:23

U is a wellspring Prov 16:22

u will find good Prov 19:8

and instruction and u Prov 23:23

but the poor who has u Prov 28:11

Spirit of wisdom and u Is 11:2

His u is unsearchable Is 40:28

the heaven by His u Jer 51:15

also still without u Matt 15:16

And He opened their u Luke 24:45

also pray with the u 1 Cor 14:15

five words with my u 1 Cor 14:19

and spiritual u Col 1:9

the Lord give you u 2 Tim 2:7

Who is wise and u James 3:13

and has given us an u 1 John 5:20

UNDERSTANDS

all plain to him who u Prov 8:9

is easy to him who u Prov 14:6

there is none who u Rom 3:11

UNDERSTOOD

Then I u their end Ps 73:17

My heart has u great Eccl 1:16

Have you not u from Is 40:21

u all these things Matt 13:51

clearly seen, being u Rom 1:20

UNDESIRABLE

gather together, O u Zeph 2:1

UNDIGNIFIED

I will be even more u 2 Sam 6:22

UNDISCERNING

u, untrustworthy Rom 1:31

UNDONE

“Woe is me, for I am u Is 6:5

leaving the others u Matt 23:23

UNEDUCATED

that they were u Acts 4:13

UNFAITHFUL

u will be uprooted Prov 2:22

way of the u is hard Prov 13:15

UNFAITHFULLY

back and acted u Ps 78:57

UNFORGIVING

unloving, u Rom 1:31

UNFORMED

substance, being yet u Ps 139:16

UNFRUITFUL

and it becomes u Mark 4:19

that they may not be u Titus 3:14

UNGODLINESS

u made me afraid Ps 18:4

heaven against all u Rom 1:18

He will turn away u Rom 11:26

UNGODLY

delivered me to the u Job 16:11

u shall not stand Ps 1:5

of the u shall perish Ps 1:6

my cause against an u Ps 43:1

u man digs up evil Prov 16:27

who justifies the u Rom 4:5

Christ died for the u Rom 5:6

and perdition of u men 2 Pet 3:7

convict all who are u Jude 15

UNHOLY

the holy and u Ezek 22:26

for sinners, for the u 1 Tim 1:9

UNINFORMED

the place of the u 1 Cor 14:16

UNINTENTIONALLY

kills his neighbor u Deut 4:42

UNITE

U my heart to fear Ps 86:11

UNITY

to dwell together in u Ps 133:1

to keep the u of the Eph 4:3

we all come to the u Eph 4:13

UNJUST

hope of the u perishes Prov 11:7

u knows no shame Zeph 3:5

commended the u Luke 16:8

extortioners, u Luke 18:11

of the just and the u Acts 24:15

u who inflicts wrath Rom 3:5

For God is not u Heb 6:10

the just for the u 1 Pet 3:18

let him be u still Rev 22:11

UNJUSTLY

long will you judge u Ps 82:2

he will deal u Is 26:10

UNKNOWN

not stand before u Prov 22:29

To The U God Acts 17:23

And I was u by face to Gal 1:22

UNLEAVENED

the Feast of U Bread Ex 12:17

the Feast of U Bread Mark 14:1

since you truly are u 1 Cor 5:7

UNLOVING

untrustworthy, u Rom 1:31

UNMERCIFUL

unforgiving, u Rom 1:31

UNPREPARED

with me and find you u 2 Cor 9:4

UNPRESENTABLE

u parts have greater 1 Cor 12:23

UNPROFITABLE

And cast the u Matt 25:30

‘We are u servants Luke 17:10

have together become u Rom 3:12

who once was u to you Philem 11

for that would be u Heb 13:17

UNPROFITABLENESS

of its weakness and u Heb 7:18

UNPUNISHED

wicked will not go u Prov 11:21

be rich will not go u Prov 28:20

UNQUENCHABLE

up the chaff with u Matt 3:12

He will burn with u Luke 3:17

UNRESTRAINED

that the people were u Ex 32:25

UNRIGHTEOUS

u man his thoughts Is 55:7

been faithful in the u Luke 16:11

u will not inherit the 1 Cor 6:9

UNRIGHTEOUSNESS

and there is no u Ps 92:15

builds his house by u Jer 22:13

Him is true, and no u John 7:18

all ungodliness and u Rom 1:18

the truth, but obey u Rom 2:8

Is there u with God Rom 9:14

cleanse us from all u 1 John 1:9

All u is sin 1 John 5:17

UNRULY

those who are u 1 Thess 5:14

It is an u evil James 3:8

UNSEARCHABLE

heart of kings is u Prov 25:3

u are His judgments Rom 11:33

UNSKILLED

only of milk is u Heb 5:13

UNSPOTTED

to keep oneself u James 1:27

UNSTABLE

U as water Gen 49:4

UNSTOPPED

of the deaf shall be u Is 35:5

UNTAUGHT

which u and unstable 2 Pet 3:16

UNTRUSTWORTHY

undiscerning, u Rom 1:31

UNWASHED

eat bread with u hands Mark 7:5

UNWISE

He is an u son Hos 13:13

Therefore do not be u Eph 5:17

UNWORTHY

and judge yourselves u Acts 13:46

u manner will be 1 Cor 11:27

UPHOLD

u the evildoers Job 8:20

U me according to Ps 119:116

My Servant whom I u Is 42:1

there was no one to u Is 63:5

UPHOLDING

u all things by the Heb 1:3

UPHOLDS

Your right hand u Ps 63:8

LORD u all who fall Ps 145:14

UPPER

show you a large u Mark 14:15

went up into the u Acts 1:13

many lamps in the u Acts 20:8

UPRIGHT

righteous and u is He Deut 32:4

where were the u Job 4:7

Good and u is the LORD Ps 25:8

u shall have dominion Ps 49:14

u will be blessed Ps 112:2

u there arises light Ps 112:4

is strength for the u Prov 10:29

u will guide them Prov 11:3

u will deliver them Prov 11:6

u will flourish Prov 14:11

u is His delight Prov 15:8

of the u is a highway Prov 15:19

that God made man u Eccl 7:29

and there is no one u Mic 7:2

his soul is not u Hab 2:4

UPRIGHTNESS

to show man His u Job 33:23

me in the land of u Ps 143:10

princes for their u Prov 17:26

of the just is u Is 26:7

land of u he will deal Is 26:10

UPROOT

then I will u 2 Chr 7:20

u you from the land Ps 52:5

u the wheat with Matt 13:29

UR OF THE CHALDEANS

City of Abram’s early life, Gen 11:28–31; 15:7

Located in Mesopotamia by Stephen, Acts 7:2, 4

URIAH

Hittite; one of David’s warriors, 2 Sam 23:39

Husband of Bathsheba; condemned to death by David, 2 Sam 11:1–27

URIJAH

High priest in Ahaz’s time, 2 Kin 16:10–16

— Prophet in Jeremiah’s time, Jer 26:20–23

URIM

of judgment of U Ex 28:30

Thummim and Your U Deut 33:8

US

“God with u Matt 1:23

who is not against u Mark 9:40

If God is for u Rom 8:31

They went out from u 1 John 2:19

of them were of u 1 John 2:19

USE

who spitefully u you Matt 5:44

leaving the natural u Rom 1:27

u this world as not 1 Cor 7:31

u liberty as an Gal 5:13

u a little wine 1 Tim 5:23

reason of u have their Heb 5:14

USELESS

all of them are u Is 44:9

are unprofitable and u Titus 3:9

one’s religion is u James 1:26

USES

if one u it lawfully 1 Tim 1:8

USING

u no figure of speech John 16:29

perish with the u Col 2:22

u liberty as a 1 Pet 2:16

USURY

Take no u or Lev 25:36

put out his money at u Ps 15:5

UTTER

u pure knowledge Job 33:3

u dark sayings of old Ps 78:2

let not your heart u Eccl 5:2

lawful for a man to u 2 Cor 12:4

UTTERANCE

the Spirit gave them u Acts 2:4

u may be given to me Eph 6:19

UTTERED

The deep u its voice Hab 3:10

which cannot be u Rom 8:26

the seven thunders u Rev 10:4

UTTERMOST

upon them to the u 1 Thess 2:16

u those who come Heb 7:25

UTTERS

Day unto day u speech Ps 19:2

u His voice from Amos 1:2

and the great man u Mic 7:3

UZZAH

Son of Abinadab, struck down for touching the ark of the covenant, 2 Sam 6:3–11

UZZIAH

King of Judah, called Azariah, 2 Kin 14:21; 15:1–7

Reigns righteously, 2 Chr 26:1–15

Usurps priestly function; stricken with leprosy, 2 Chr 26:16–21

Life of, written by Isaiah, 2 Chr 26:22, 23

VAGABOND

v you shall be on the Gen 4:12

VAIN

the people plot a v Ps 2:1

v life which he passes Eccl 6:12

‘I have labored in v Is 49:4

you believed in v 1 Cor 15:2

VALIANT

Only be v for me 1 Sam 18:17

They are not v for the Jer 9:3

v men swept away Jer 46:15

VALIANTLY

while Israel does v Num 24:18

God we will do v Ps 60:12

of the LORD does v Ps 118:15

VALLEY

I walk through the v Ps 23:4

pass through the V Ps 84:6

the verdure of the v Song 6:11

v shall be exalted Is 40:4

in the midst of the v Ezek 37:1

v shall be filled Luke 3:5

VALOR

a mighty man of v 1 Sam 16:18

VALUE

does not know its v Job 28:13

of more v than they Matt 6:26

they counted up the v Acts 19:19

VALUED

It cannot be v in the Job 28:16

VANISH

when it is hot, they v Job 6:17

For the heavens will v Is 51:6

knowledge, it will v 1 Cor 13:8

old is ready to v away Heb 8:13

VANISHED

and He v from their Luke 24:31

VANITY

of vanities, all is v Eccl 1:2

VAPOR

best state is but v Ps 39:5

surely every man is v Ps 39:11

It is even a v that James 4:14

VARIATION

whom there is no v James 1:17

VASHTI

Queen of Ahasuerus, deposed and divorced, Esth 1:9–22

VEGETABLES

and let them give us v Dan 1:12

is weak eats only v Rom 14:2

VEHEMENT

of fire, a most v Song 8:6

VEIL

he put a v on his face Ex 34:33

v of the temple was Matt 27:51

Moses, who put a v 2 Cor 3:13

Presence behind the v Heb 6:19

VENGEANCE

You shall not take v Lev 19:18

V is Mine Deut 32:35

spare in the day of v Prov 6:34

God will come with v Is 35:4

on the garments of v Is 59:17

let me see Your v Jer 11:20

are the days of v Luke 21:22

written, “V is Mine Rom 12:19

flaming fire taking v 2 Thess 1:8

suffering the v Jude 7 

VENOM

It becomes cobra v Job 20:14

VESSEL

like a potter’s v Ps 2:9

v that he made of clay Jer 18:4

like a precious v Jer 25:34

been emptied from v Jer 48:11

for he is a chosen v Acts 9:15

lump to make one v Rom 9:21

to possess his own v 1 Thess 4:4

to the weaker v 1 Pet 3:7

VESSELS

longsuffering the v Rom 9:22

treasure in earthen v 2 Cor 4:7

like the potter’s v Rev 2:27

VEXED

grieved, and I was v Ps 73:21

VICE

as a cloak for v 1 Pet 2:16

VICTIM

and plucked the v Job 29:17

VICTORY

who gives us the v 1 Cor 15:57

v that has overcome 1 John 5:4

VIEW

“Go, v the land Josh 2:1

VIGILANT

in prayer, being v Col 4:2

Be sober, be v 1 Pet 5:8

VIGOR

nor his natural v Deut 34:7

VILE

sons made themselves v 1 Sam 3:13

“Behold, I am v Job 40:4

them up to v passions Rom 1:26

VINDICATED

know that I shall be v Job 13:18

VINDICATION

Let my v come from Ps 17:2

VINE

to the choice v Gen 49:11

their v is of the v Deut 32:32

You have brought a v Ps 80:8

planted you a noble v Jer 2:21

grapes shall be on the v Jer 8:13

Israel empties his v Hos 10:1

shall sit under his v Mic 4:4

of this fruit of the v Matt 26:29

“I am the true v John 15:1

VINEDRESSER

and My Father is the v John 15:1

VINEGAR

As v to the teeth and Prov 10:26

weather, and like v Prov 25:20

VINES

foxes that spoil the v Song 2:15

nor fruit be on the v Hab 3:17

VINEYARD

v which Your right Ps 80:15

laborers for his v Matt 20:1

Who plants a v and 1 Cor 9:7

VIOLENCE

was filled with v Gen 6:11

You save me from v 2 Sam 22:3

the one who loves v Ps 11:5

such as breathe out v Ps 27:12

from oppression and v Ps 72:14

v covers the Prov 10:6

He had done no v Is 53:9

and v in the land Jer 51:46

cause the seat of v Amos 6:3

way and from the v Jon 3:8

rich men are full of v Mic 6:12

For plundering and v Hab 1:3

one’s garment with v Mal 2:16

of heaven suffers v Matt 11:12

VIOLENT

me from the v man Ps 18:48

let evil hunt the v Ps 140:11

violence, and the v Matt 11:12

haters of God, v Rom 1:30

given to wine, not v 1 Tim 3:3

VIPER

and stings like a v Prov 23:32

will come forth a v Is 14:29

which is crushed a v Is 59:5

VIPERS

to them, “Brood of v Matt 3:7

VIRGIN

v shall conceive Is 7:14

O you oppressed v Is 23:12

v daughter of my Jer 14:17

The v of Israel has Amos 5:2

“Behold, the v shall Matt 1:23

between a wife and a v 1 Cor 7:34

you as a chaste v 2 Cor 11:2

VIRGINS

v who took their lamps Matt 25:1

women, for they are v Rev 14:4

VIRTUE

if there is any v Phil 4:8

us by glory and v 2 Pet 1:3

to your faith v 2 Pet 1:5

VIRTUOUS

you are a v woman Ruth 3:11

a v wife Prov 31:10

VISAGE

v was marred more than Is 52:14

VISIBLE

that are on earth, v Col 1:16

of things which are v Heb 11:3

VISION

chased away like a v Job 20:8

Then You spoke in a v Ps 89:19

the Valley of V Is 22:1

a dream of a night v Is 29:7

her prophets find no v Lam 2:9

Daniel, had seen the v Dan 8:15

have night without v Mic 3:6

Write the v Hab 2:2

they had also seen a v Luke 24:23

in a trance I saw a v Acts 11:5

v appeared to Paul in Acts 16:9

to the heavenly v Acts 26:19

VISIONS

thoughts from the v Job 4:13

young men shall see v Joel 2:28

I will come to v 2 Cor 12:1

VISIT

but God will surely v Gen 50:24

in the day when I v Ex 32:34

v the earth and water Ps 65:9

Oh, v me with Your Ps 106:4

v orphans and widows James 1:27

VISITATION

the time of your v Luke 19:44

God in the day of v 1 Pet 2:12

VISITED

he will not be v Prov 19:23

Israel, for He has v Luke 1:68

how God at the first v Acts 15:14

VISITING

v the iniquity of the fathers Ex 20:5

VISITOR

am a foreigner and a v Gen 23:4

VITALITY

v was turned into the Ps 32:4

VOICE

“I heard Your v Gen 3:10

v is Jacob’s v Gen 27:22

I should obey His v Ex 5:2

fire a still small v 1 Kin 19:12

and my flute to the v Job 30:31

you thunder with a v Job 40:9

He uttered His v Ps 46:6

He sends out His v Ps 68:33

have lifted up their v Ps 93:3

if you will hear His v Ps 95:7

word, heeding the v Ps 103:20

for your v is sweet Song 2:14

The v of one crying in Is 40:3

the v of weeping shall Is 65:19

A v from the temple Is 66:6

v was heard in Ramah Jer 31:15

who has a pleasant v Ezek 33:32

v was heard in Ramah Matt 2:18

“The v of one crying Matt 3:3

And suddenly a v Matt 3:17

will anyone hear His v Matt 12:19

and suddenly a v Matt 17:5

for they know his v John 10:4

v did not come because John 12:30

the truth hears My v John 18:37

the v of an archangel 1 Thess 4:16

whose v then shook the Heb 12:26

glory when such a v 2 Pet 1:17

If anyone hears My v Rev 3:20

VOICES

shall lift up their v Is 52:8

And there were loud v Rev 11:15

VOID

they are a nation v Deut 32:28

the LORD had made a v Judg 21:15

regarded Your law as v Ps 119:126

Do we then make v Rom 3:31

heirs, faith is made v Rom 4:14

make my boasting v 1 Cor 9:15

VOLUME

in the v of the book Heb 10:7

VOLUNTEERS

Your people shall be v Ps 110:3

VOMIT

lest the land v Lev 18:28

man staggers in his v Is 19:14

returns to his own v 2 Pet 2:22

VOW

Then Jacob made a v Gen 28:20

And Jephthah made a v Judg 11:30

he carried out his v Judg 11:39

v shall be performed Ps 65:1

When you make a v Eccl 5:4

not to v than to v Eccl 5:5

for he had taken a v Acts 18:18

men who have taken a v Acts 21:23

VOWS

you will pay your v Job 22:27

I will pay My v Ps 22:25

V made to You are Ps 56:12

Make v to the LORD Ps 76:11

today I have paid my v Prov 7:14

to reconsider his v Prov 20:25

And what, son of my v Prov 31:2

to the LORD and took v Jon 1:16

WAGE

those who exploit w Mal 3:5

w the good warfare 1 Tim 1:18

WAGES

I will give you your w Ex 2:9

the w of the wicked Prov 10:16

w will be troubled Is 19:10

and he who earns w Hag 1:6

to you, give me my w Zech 11:12

and give them their w Matt 20:8

be content with your w Luke 3:14

is worthy of his w Luke 10:7

him who works, the w Rom 4:4

For the w of sin is Rom 6:23

is worthy of his w 1 Tim 5:18

Indeed the w of the James 5:4

WAIL

My heart shall w Jer 48:36

“Son of man, w Ezek 32:18

WAILING

w is heard from Zion Jer 9:19

of heart and bitter w Ezek 27:31

There will be w Matt 13:42

WAIT

hard service I will w Job 14:14

If I w for the grave Job 17:13

W on the LORD Ps 27:14

w patiently for Him Ps 37:7

my eyes fail while I w Ps 69:3

These all w for You Ps 104:27

And I will w on the Is 8:17

the LORD will w Is 30:18

those who w on the Is 40:31

not be ashamed who w Is 49:23

w quietly for the Lam 3:26

I will w for the God Mic 7:7

be like men who w Luke 12:36

see, we eagerly w Rom 8:25

w for one another 1 Cor 11:33

the Spirit eagerly w Gal 5:5

we also eagerly w Phil 3:20

and to w for His Son 1 Thess 1:10

To those who eagerly w Heb 9:28

WAITED

and when I w for light Job 30:26

w patiently for the Ps 40:1

we have w for Him Is 25:9

And the people w Luke 1:21

day you have w and Acts 27:33

Divine longsuffering w 1 Pet 3:20

WAITING

w at the posts of my Prov 8:34

w for the Consolation Luke 2:25

who himself was also w Luke 23:51

ourselves, eagerly w Rom 8:23

from that time w Heb 10:13

WAITS

of the adulterer w Job 24:15

my soul silently w Ps 62:1

My soul w for the Lord Ps 130:6

for the one who w Is 64:4

the creation eagerly w Rom 8:19

WAKE

us, that whether we w 1 Thess 5:10

WALK

w before Me and be Gen 17:1

in which they must w Ex 18:20

You shall w in all Deut 5:33

Yea, though I w Ps 23:4

W about Zion Ps 48:12

that Israel would w Ps 81:13

I will w within my Ps 101:2

I will w before the Ps 116:9
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T cornet

T Heb. Hallelujah

R 1 Kin. 4:32

T understand or discern

R Prov. 9:4

R Prov. 9:9

T acquire

R Job 28:28

R Prov. 4:1

R Prov. 3:22

R Gen. 39:7–10

R Jer. 5:26

R Ps. 28:1

T Lit. wealth

R Ps. 1:1

R [Is. 59:7]

T futility

R [1 Tim. 6:10]

R [John 7:37]

T in the street

T naive

T naivete

R Jer. 7:13

R [Prov. 10:24, 25]

R Is. 1:15

R Job 21:14

R Ps. 119:173

R Ps. 81:11

R Job 4:8

T waywardness

R Prov. 3:24–26

R Ps. 112:7

T at ease

R [Prov. 4:21]

R [Prov. 3:14]

R [James 1:5, 6]

R 1 Kin. 3:9, 12

R [Ps. 84:11]

R Prov. 4:6

R [Rom. 1:32]

R Ps. 125:5

R Prov. 5:20; 6:24; 7:5

R Prov. 5:3

R Prov. 7:27

T destroyed

T land

R Deut. 8:1

R Rom. 14:18

R [Jer. 9:23, 24]

R Ex. 22:29

R Deut. 28:8

R Job 5:17

R Deut. 8:5

R Job 28:13

R Matt. 13:44

R [Matt. 11:29]

R Gen. 2:9

R Ps. 104:24

R Gen. 7:11

R Ps. 91:5

R Rom. 13:7

T Lit. its owners

R Lev. 19:13

R [Rom. 12:18]

R Ps. 37:1

R Ps. 25:14

R Zech. 5:3, 4

R Ps. 34:11

R 1 Chr. 29:1

R Prov. 7:2

R Prov. 2:2, 3

R Matt. 13:44

R 1 Sam. 2:30

R Prov. 3:22

R 1 Sam. 12:23

R Ps. 18:36

R [Ps. 91:11]

R Ps. 36:4

T Lit. robbed

R Matt. 5:14, 45

R [Is. 59:9, 10]

R Prov. 2:16

T Lit. a strange

R Prov. 7:27

T vigor

T Lit. strength

R Song 2:9

T Lit. intoxicated

R Prov. 2:16

R Hos. 7:2

R Num. 32:23

R Job 4:21

R Prov. 11:15

T guaranty or collateral

T Lit. struck

R Ps. 132:4

R Job 12:7

T Lit. leader

R Prov. 10:4

R Job 15:12

R Mic. 2:1

R Prov. 6:19

R Is. 30:13

R Jer. 19:11

R 2 Chr. 36:16

R Ps. 101:5

T Lit. Haughty eyes

R Ps. 120:2

R Ps. 27:12

R Prov. 6:14

R Eph. 6:1

R Prov. 3:3

R [Prov. 3:23]

R Prov. 2:11

R Ps. 19:8

R Prov. 2:16

R Matt. 5:28

R Prov. 29:3

R Gen. 39:14

R Ezek. 13:18

R Ex. 22:1–4

R Song 8:6

T Lit. lift up the face of any

R Prov. 2:1

R Lev. 18:5

R Deut. 6:8

R Prov. 2:16; 5:3

R Job 24:15

T Lit. in his hand

T at the full moon

T By the greatness of her words

R Prov. 5:3

R Ps. 12:2

T compelled

T shackles

R Neh. 13:26

R Prov. 1:20, 21; 9:3

T Lit. heights

T naive

R Prov. 22:20

R Rom. 13:1

R [John 14:21]

R James 1:5

R Prov. 3:19

R [Ps. 2:6]

T outer places

R Gen. 1:9, 10

R Job 38:4, 6

R [John 1:1–3, 18]

R [Matt. 3:17]

R Ps. 16:3

R Luke 11:28

R Prov. 3:13, 18

R Prov. 20:2

R Matt. 22:4

R Ps. 19:7

R Is. 55:1

R Matt. 7:6

R Ps. 141:5

R [Matt. 13:12]

R Job 28:28

R Job 35:6, 7

R Prov. 9:3

R Prov. 7:7, 8

T naive

R Prov. 20:17

R Prov. 2:18; 7:27

R Prov. 1:1; 25:1

R Ps. 34:9, 10; 37:25

R Prov. 19:15

R Prov. 12:24; 13:4; 21:5

R Prov. 6:8

R Prov. 19:26

R Prov. 10:10

R [Ps. 23:4]

R [1 Cor. 13:4–7]

R Prov. 26:3

R Prov. 18:7

R Job 31:24

T leads

R Eccl. 5:3

R Gen. 24:35; 26:12

R Prov. 2:14; 15:21

R Job 15:21

R Ps. 145:19

R Ps. 37:9, 10

R Ps. 15:5

R Prov. 9:11

R Job 15:32

R Job 8:13

R Ps. 1:6

R Ps. 37:22

T land

R Ps. 37:30

R Lev. 19:35, 36

T deceptive

R Prov. 13:6

R Prov. 5:22

R Prov. 10:28

R Prov. 28:12

R Prov. 14:34

T Lit. lacks heart

R Lev. 19:16

R Prov. 19:11

R 1 Kin. 12:1

R Prov. 6:1, 2

T guaranty

R [Matt. 5:7; 25:34–36]

R Hos. 10:12

R Prov. 10:16

R [Rom. 6:23]

R Prov. 16:5

R Ps. 112:2

T taste

R Rom. 2:8, 9

R Ps. 112:9

R [2 Cor. 9:6, 7]

R [Matt. 5:7]

R Amos 8:5, 6

R Job 29:13

T Lit. seeks

R Esth. 7:10

R Job 31:24

R Ps. 1:3

R Eccl. 5:16

R Prov. 14:19

R Jer. 25:29

T rewarded

R [Prov. 10:25]

R 1 Cor. 11:7

R Prov. 14:30

R Prov. 1:11, 18

R Prov. 14:3

R Matt. 7:24–27

R 1 Sam. 25:17

R Prov. 13:7

T lightly esteemed

R Deut. 25:4

R Gen. 3:19

R Prov. 28:19

R Prov. 6:32

R Prov. 18:7

R [2 Pet. 2:9]

R Prov. 13:2; 15:23

R [Is. 3:10, 11]

R Luke 18:11

R Prov. 14:5

R Ps. 57:4

R 1 Pet. 3:13

T harm

R Rev. 22:15

R Prov. 13:16

R Prov. 10:4

R Prov. 15:13

R Prov. 12:14

R Prov. 21:23

R Prov. 10:4

R Prov. 11:3, 5, 6

R [Prov. 11:24; 12:9]

R Prov. 24:20

R Prov. 10:2; 20:21

R Prov. 13:19

R Num. 15:31

R Prov. 6:22; 10:11; 14:27

R 2 Sam. 22:6

R Prov. 12:23

R Prov. 25:13

T Lit. ignores

R Prov. 15:5, 31, 32

R Ps. 32:10

R [Eccl. 2:26]

R Prov. 12:11

T uncultivated

R Prov. 19:18

T early

R Ps. 34:10

R [Rom. 2:4]

R Prov. 12:6

T manger or feed trough

R Prov. 8:9; 17:24

R Prov. 23:9

R Prov. 10:23

T Lit. guilt

R Job 8:15

R Prov. 16:25

R Prov. 1:31; 12:15

R Prov. 13:2; 18:20

R Prov. 19:7

R Ps. 112:9

R Prov. 13:14

R James 1:19

R Matt. 25:40

R [Prov. 22:2]

R Job 13:15

R Prov. 12:16

R Matt. 24:45–47

R Prov. 12:23

R Prov. 13:18

T Lit. keeps

R Is. 1:11

R Prov. 21:21

R 1 Kin. 22:8

R Job 26:6

R 2 Chr. 6:30

R Amos 5:10

R Prov. 12:25

T face

R Prov. 17:22

R Prov. 17:22

R Ps. 37:16

R Prov. 17:1

R Prov. 26:21

R Prov. 22:5

R Prov. 10:23

T Lit. heart

R Eph. 5:15

R Prov. 11:14

R Prov. 25:11

T Lit. in its time

R Phil. 3:20

R Prov. 14:16

R Prov. 12:7

R Ps. 68:5, 6

R Is. 5:8

R 1 Pet. 3:15

R Ps. 10:1; 34:16

R Ps. 145:18

R Prov. 1:7

R Jer. 10:23

T plans

R Matt. 10:19

R Prov. 21:2

R Is. 43:7

R [Rom. 9:22]

T Lit. evil

R Prov. 6:17; 8:13

R Dan. 4:27

R Prov. 8:13; 14:16

R Lev. 19:36

R Prov. 25:5

R Prov. 14:35

R Zech. 10:1

R Prov. 8:10, 11, 19

R Ps. 34:8

R Prov. 17:9

T Lit. compresses

R Prov. 20:29

R Prov. 14:29; 19:11

R Prov. 15:17

R Prov. 10:5

T Lit. destructive

R Prov. 14:31

R Job 31:29

R [Ps. 127:3; 128:3]

R [Prov. 10:12]

R Prov. 16:28

R Hos. 13:8

R [Prov. 20:3]

R Ex. 23:7

R Ruth 1:16

R Prov. 6:1

T Lit. heart

R Prov. 16:18

T crooked

R James 3:8

R Prov. 12:25; 15:13, 15

R Eccl. 2:14

R James 1:19

R Job 13:5

R Prov. 10:11

R [James 3:17]

R Prov. 17:15

R Prov. 12:18

T gossip or slanderer

R 2 Sam. 22:2, 3, 33

R Prov. 15:33; 16:18

R [Prov. 16:33]

R Prov. 12:14

R Matt. 12:37

R Prov. 17:17

R Prov. 28:6

R Prov. 14:20

R Prov. 14:20

R Ps. 38:11

T Lit. are not

T Lit. heart

R Prov. 16:20

R Prov. 30:21, 22

R James 1:19

R Eph. 4:32

R Prov. 16:14

R Prov. 21:9, 19

R 2 Cor. 12:14

R Luke 10:28; 11:28

R [2 Cor. 9:6–8]

R Prov. 13:24

R Ps. 37:37

R Heb. 6:17

R [1 Tim. 4:8]

R Prov. 15:19

R Deut. 13:11

R Prov. 17:2

R Job 15:16

R Gen. 9:21

R Prov. 17:14

R Prov. 10:4

R Prov. 19:15

T Lit. mercy

R 2 Cor. 1:12

R [1 Kin. 8:46]

R Deut. 25:13

R Rom. 12:11

R [Prov. 3:13–15]

R Prov. 22:26

R Prov. 9:17

R Luke 14:31

R Prov. 11:13

R Matt. 15:4

R Job 18:5, 6

R Prov. 28:20

R Hab. 2:6

R Ps. 101:8

R 1 Cor. 2:11

R Prov. 21:21

T mercy

R Prov. 16:31

T channels

R Prov. 16:2

R 1 Sam. 15:22

R Prov. 10:4

R 2 Pet. 2:3

R Prov. 19:13

R Prov. 19:25

R [Matt. 7:2; 18:30–34]

T Lit. in the land of the desert

R Ps. 112:3

R Matt. 5:6

R Prov. 24:5

T Climbs over the walls of

R [James 3:2]

R Prov. 13:4

R [Prov. 22:9]

R Jer. 6:20

R Ps. 3:8

R Eccl. 7:1

R Prov. 29:13

R Prov. 27:12

R Eph. 6:4

T Even

R James 2:6

R 2 Cor. 9:6

R [Prov. 19:17]

R Ps. 101:5

R Ps. 101:6

R Prov. 26:13

R Prov. 2:16; 5:3; 7:5

R Eccl. 7:26

R Prov. 13:24; 23:13, 14

R 1 Pet. 3:15

R 1 Sam. 24:12

R Prov. 11:15

T boundary

T is prompt in his business

R [1 Tim. 6:9, 10]

R Rom. 12:16

R Deut. 15:9

R Prov. 12:2

R Matt. 7:6

R Prov. 13:24

R Ps. 37:1

R Prov. 28:14

R Is. 5:22

R Prov. 1:8

R [Matt. 13:44]

R Prov. 10:1

R Prov. 22:14

R Prov. 7:12

R Is. 5:11, 22

R Gen. 49:12

T Lit. heart

R Jer. 5:3

R Eph. 4:19

R Ps. 37:1

R Prov. 21:22

R Luke 14:31

R Ps. 10:5

R Rom. 1:30

R Heb. 12:3

R Ps. 82:4

R Prov. 21:2

R Ps. 62:12

R Song 5:1

R Ps. 19:10; 58:11

R [Mic. 7:8]

R Obad. 12

T Lit. it be evil in His eyes

R Ps. 37:1

R [1 Pet. 2:17]

R Lev. 19:15

T Lit. recognize faces

R Is. 5:23

R Prov. 28:23

R Eph. 4:25

R [Prov. 20:22]

R Gen. 3:18

R Prov. 6:9–11

R 1 Kin. 4:32

R Deut. 29:29

R 2 Tim. 2:21

R Prov. 16:12; 20:8

R Luke 14:7–11

R Matt. 5:25

T Lit. contend or bring a lawsuit

R [Matt. 18:15]

R Prov. 15:23

R Prov. 13:17

R Prov. 15:1

R Ps. 57:4

R Dan. 6:18

R Rom. 12:20

R Ps. 101:5

R Prov. 19:13

T ruined

R Prov. 16:32

R Deut. 23:5

R Ps. 32:9

R 2 Pet. 2:22

R [Rev. 3:17]

T LXX, Syr. bosom; Tg., Vg. armpit

R Eph. 5:4

T gossip or slanderer, lit. whisperer

R Prov. 15:18

T gossip or slanderer

R Ps. 28:3

T Lit. his voice is gracious

R Ps. 7:15

R James 4:13–16

R Prov. 25:27

R 1 John 3:12

R [Prov. 28:23]

R Matt. 26:49

T tramples on

R Prov. 17:17; 18:24

R Prov. 10:1; 23:15–26

R Prov. 19:13

T Lit. hides

R [1 Cor. 3:8; 9:7–13]

T protects or tends

R Prov. 17:3

R Jer. 5:3

R Prov. 24:27

R Ps. 104:14

R Matt. 18:28

T Lit. and there is no bread

R Ps. 49:18

R 1 Kin. 18:18

R Ps. 92:6

R John 17:17

R Prov. 26:27

R Prov. 11:10; 29:2

T Lit. will be searched for

R Ps. 32:3–5

R Eccl. 10:16

R Gen. 9:6

T delivered

R Prov. 12:11; 20:13

R 1 Tim. 6:9

R Prov. 18:5

R Ezek. 13:19

R Prov. 21:5

R Prov. 27:5, 6

R Prov. 13:10

R 1 Tim. 6:6

R Prov. 3:5

R Deut. 15:7

R Job 24:4

R 2 Chr. 36:16

R Prov. 28:12

R Esth. 4:3

R Prov. 26:28

R Job 29:16

R Prov. 11:11

R Matt. 11:17

R Is. 11:4

R Prov. 22:15

R 1 Sam. 3:1

R Prov. 26:12

R Prov. 26:21

R Is. 66:2

R Lev. 5:1

T secure, lit. set on high

R Ps. 20:9

T Lit. face

R Ps. 73:22

R [John 3:13]

R Job 38:4

R Ps. 12:6

R Ps. 18:30; 84:11; 115:9–11

R Deut. 4:2; 12:32

R Ex. 21:17

R Luke 18:11

R Prov. 6:17

R Job 29:17

R Prov. 27:20

T Lit. heart

T Or hated

R Prov. 6:6

R Mic. 7:16

R Is. 49:15

R Prov. 5:9

R Deut. 17:17

R Hos. 4:11

T Lit. sons of affliction

R Ps. 104:15

R Job 29:15, 16

R Lev. 19:15

R Jer. 22:16

R Eph. 4:28

R Prov. 12:4

R Prov. 1:1

R Ps. 104:5

R Ps. 19:4–6

T Is eager for, lit. panting

R [Jer. 5:22]

T wearisome

R Eccl. 2:16

R Eccl. 3:10

T Or afflicted

R Eccl. 7:13

R Eccl. 12:12

R Eccl. 1:17

R [Eccl. 3:12, 13; 5:18; 6:12]

R Eccl. 3:22; 5:18; 9:9

T Lit. portion

R Eccl. 1:3, 14

R Eccl. 1:17; 7:25

R Eccl. 7:11, 12, 19

R Prov. 17:24

R Ps. 49:10

R Eccl. 1:11; 4:16

T Lit. portion

R Eccl. 1:3; 3:9

R Prov. 2:6

T Lit. to bear

R Heb. 9:27

R Rom. 12:15

R Joel 2:16

R Amos 5:13

R Prov. 25:11

R Luke 14:26

R Eccl. 1:3

R Eccl. 2:24

R James 1:17

R Eccl. 1:9

T Lit. seeks

T justice

T Wickedness

R [Rom. 2:6–10]

T desire

R Gen. 3:19

R Eccl. 2:24; 5:18

R Eccl. 2:10

R Eccl. 6:12; 8:7

R Eccl. 3:16; 5:8

T Lit. At the hand

R Job 3:17, 18

R Job 3:11–22

R Prov. 6:10; 24:33

R Ps. 39:6

R Eccl. 2:18–21

T Lit. evil task

T The youth

R Ex. 3:5

R Prov. 20:25

R Prov. 10:19

R Num. 30:2

R Acts 5:4

R Prov. 6:2

R 1 Cor. 11:10

R [Eccl. 12:13]

R Eccl. 3:16

T wresting

R [Ps. 12:5; 58:11; 82:1]

R Eccl. 6:1, 2

T Lit. bad business

R 1 Tim. 6:7

R Prov. 11:29

R Ps. 127:2

R [1 Tim. 6:17]

R Job 21:10

R Luke 12:20

R Is. 14:19, 20

R Job 3:16

T Or miscarriage

R Eccl. 2:14, 15

T What the eyes see

R Eccl. 11:9

T Lit. soul

R Eccl. 1:9; 3:15

R Job 9:32

R Prov. 22:1

R Eccl. 4:2

R [2 Cor. 7:10]

R Ps. 141:5

T listen to

R Eccl. 2:2

T Lit. sound

R Prov. 14:29

R Eccl. 11:7

R Eccl. 9:18

T advantage or profit

R Prov. 3:18

R Job 12:14

R Deut. 28:47

T alongside

R Eccl. 8:12–14

R Prov. 25:16

R Rom. 12:3

R Eccl. 3:14; 5:7; 8:12, 13

R 1 John 1:8

T tested

R Rom. 1:22

R 1 Tim. 6:16

R Rom. 11:33

R Eccl. 1:17

R Prov. 5:3, 4

T Lit. He who is good before God

R Eccl. 1:1, 2

R Job 33:23

R Gen. 1:27

R Gen. 3:6, 7

R Acts 6:15

R Deut. 28:50

R Job 34:18

T Lit. knows

R Eccl. 3:1, 17

T is great upon him

R Ps. 49:6, 7

R Deut. 20:5–8

R Is. 26:10

R Ps. 73:14

R Rom. 11:33

T Lit. put

R Eccl. 8:14

R Mal. 3:15

R Is. 63:16

R Eccl. 8:15

T Lit. See life

R Eccl. 2:10

R [Col. 3:17]

R Rom. 12:11

R Amos 2:14, 15

R 1 Sam. 6:9

R Eccl. 8:7

R Prov. 29:6

R Eccl. 7:12, 19

R Mark 6:2, 3

T Lit. Flies of death

R Eccl. 8:3

R Esth. 3:1

R Prov. 19:10; 30:22

R Prov. 26:27

R Jer. 8:17

R Prov. 10:32

R Prov. 10:14

R [Prov. 15:2]

R Eccl. 3:22; 8:7

R Is. 3:4, 5; 5:11

R Prov. 31:4

T Lit. rafters sink

R Prov. 24:30–34

R Ps. 104:15

R Acts 23:5

R [1 Tim. 6:18, 19]

R Mic. 5:5

R Eph. 5:16

R John 3:8

R Ps. 139:14

R Eccl. 7:11

R Eccl. 9:7

R Eccl. 12:1

T vexation

R Lam. 3:27

T Lit. evil

R 2 Sam. 19:35

R 2 Sam. 19:35

R Gen. 3:19

R Eccl. 3:21

R Job 34:14

R Ps. 62:9

R 1 Kin. 4:32

T Lit. delightful

R Eccl. 1:18

R [Deut. 6:2; 10:12]

R Matt. 12:36

R Hos. 11:4

R Phil. 3:12–14

R Ps. 45:14, 15

T Lit. looked upon me

R Song 5:9

T Lit. Go out

R Song 4:1; 5:12

R Song 5:10–16

T couch

T Lit. house of wine

R Song 3:5; 8:4

T adjure

R Song 2:17

R Song 5:2

R Song 8:13

R Ezek. 13:4

R Song 4:6

R Song 8:14

R Is. 26:9

R Song 5:7

R Song 8:2

T room

R Song 2:7; 8:4

T adjure

R Song 8:5

R Song 1:15; 5:12

R Song 6:6

R Song 6:7

R Song 7:4

R Neh. 3:19

T Small shields

R Song 7:3

R Song 2:17

R Eph. 5:27

R Deut. 3:9

R Song 1:2, 4

T fragrance

T locked or barred

R Zech. 14:8

R Song 7:13

R Song 4:16

R Song 4:9

R Song 4:11

R Luke 15:7, 10

R Rev. 3:20

T dirty

T opening

R Song 3:3

R Song 1:8; 6:1

T adjure

R Song 1:15; 4:1

T sitting in a setting

R Song 1:8; 5:9

R Song 4:16; 5:1

R Song 2:16; 7:10

R Song 4:1

R Song 4:2

R Song 4:3

R Song 1:3

R Song 2:14; 5:2

R Ps. 45:13

R Song 4:5

R Song 4:4

T Lit. nose

R Song 2:16; 6:3

R Ps. 45:11

R Song 6:11

R Gen. 30:14

R Matt. 13:52





R Song 3:4

R Prov. 9:2

R Song 2:7; 3:5

R Song 3:6

R Jer. 22:24

R Prov. 6:34, 35

R Prov. 6:35

R Ezek. 23:33

R Matt. 21:33

R Song 2:14

R Rev. 22:17, 20

R Song 2:7, 9, 17

R Jer. 2:12

R Jer. 8:7

R Jer. 9:3, 6

T understand

R Matt. 3:7

R Jer. 5:3

R Deut. 28:51, 52

R Job 27:18

T shelter

R Jer. 4:17

R Lam. 3:22

R Gen. 19:24

R Deut. 32:32

R [1 Sam. 15:22]

R Ex. 23:17

R Matt. 15:9

R Joel 1:14

R Num. 28:11

R Lam. 2:6

R Prov. 1:28

T Pray

R Mic. 3:4

R Jer. 4:14

R Rom. 12:9

T Vindicate

R Is. 43:26

R Ps. 51:7

R Jer. 2:20

T Unfaithful

R Mic. 3:1–3

R Jer. 6:28

R Hos. 9:15

R Prov. 29:24

R Jer. 22:17

R Jer. 5:28

R Mal. 3:3

T refine with lye

R Jer. 33:7–11

R [2 Thess. 1:8, 9]

T Sites of pagan worship

R Ezek. 32:21

R Mic. 4:1–3[image: ]

R Gen. 49:1

R Ps. 68:15

R Jer. 50:5[image: ]

R Is. 51:4, 5; Luke 24:47[image: ]

T knives

R Eph. 5:8

R Num. 23:7

R Deut. 18:14

R Ps. 106:35

R Jer. 2:28

R Rev. 6:15, 16

T proud

R Prov. 16:5

R Hos. 2:16

R Zech. 11:1, 2

R Is. 30:25

T pride

R Hos. 10:8

T Lit. dust

R [2 Thess. 1:9]

R Hag. 2:6, 7

R Jer. 17:5
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R Is. 18:1, 2
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R Ezek. 29:19
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R Is. 19:1
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R Ezek. 29:14
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R Ezek. 28:7; 30:11; 32:12
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R Ezek. 11:19
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R [Jer. 10:23]
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R Ps. 59:3
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R Dan. 3:8–12

R Dan. 6:8, 15

R Dan. 1:6; 5:13

R Dan. 3:12

R Mark 6:26

T strove
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R Dan. 2:1
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R Dan. 3:24
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R Dan. 3:17

R Dan. 2:4; 6:6

R Dan. 3:28

R Heb. 11:33

R Heb. 11:33

R Deut. 24:16
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R Ps. 99:1

R Dan. 4:34, 6:20

R Dan. 2:44; 4:3; 7:14, 27

R Dan. 4:2, 3
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R Dan. 1:21

R Ezra 1:1, 2

R Dan. 2:39

R Dan. 2:40

R Dan. 8:9

R Rev. 9:7

R Rev. 13:5, 6

R [Rev. 20:4]
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R Ps. 90:2

R Rev. 1:14

R Ezek. 1:15

R Is. 30:33; 66:15

R Rev. 5:11

R [Rev. 20:11–15]
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R [Rev. 19:20; 20:10]
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R Mic. 4:7; [Luke 1:33][image: ]
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R Rev. 11:7; 13:7; 17:14
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R Dan. 8:27
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R Dan. 8:8, 21; 11:3
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R Dan. 11:21

R Dan. 11:25

R Ps. 48:2

R Dan. 11:28

R Is. 14:13

R Rev. 12:4

R Ex. 29:38

R Dan. 4:13, 23

R Dan. 12:6, 7

R Luke 1:19, 26

R Rev. 1:17
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R Ezek. 2:2

R Hab. 2:3

T shaggy male

R Dan. 11:3

R Dan. 11:4

R Deut. 28:50

R Rev. 17:13

R Dan. 11:36

R Dan. 7:25

R Dan. 11:21

R Dan. 8:11–13; 11:36; 12:7

R Rev. 19:19, 20

R Job 34:20

R Ezek. 12:27

T amazed

R Dan. 1:21

R 2 Chr. 36:21

R 1 Kin. 8:47, 48

R 2 Chr. 36:15

R [Ps. 130:4, 7]

R Is. 1:3–6

R Lev. 26:14

R Zech. 1:6

R Lam. 1:12; 2:13

R Deut. 28:15–68

R Jer. 31:28; 44:27

R Neh. 9:33

R Neh. 1:10

R Neh. 9:10

R 1 Sam. 12:7

R Zech. 8:3

R Num. 6:24–26

R Lam. 5:18

R [John 16:24]

R Is. 37:17

R Dan. 8:16

T Or being weary with weariness

T Lit. word

R Dan. 10:11, 19

R Matt. 24:15

R John 1:41; 4:25[image: ]

R Is. 55:4

R [Is. 53:8]; Matt. 27:50[image: ]

R [1 Pet. 2:21]

R Matt. 22:7

R Luke 19:43, 44

R Is. 42:6

T Or treaty

R [Matt. 26:28]

R Dan. 11:36

R Dan. 1:7

R Rev. 1:13

R [Rev. 1:15]

T Lit. splendor

R Dan. 9:21

R Dan. 10:20

R Dan. 2:28

R Dan. 8:26; 10:1

R Dan. 8:18; 10:9

T Lit. set

R Judg. 6:23

R Dan. 10:13

R Dan. 9:1

R Dan. 5:31

R Dan. 7:6; 8:5

R Dan. 8:4

T Proud

T Lit. to establish

R Job 9:13

R Ezek. 4:2; 17:17

R Dan. 8:4, 7

R Josh. 1:5

R 2 Chr. 20:3

R Dan. 9:26

R Jer. 46:6

R Dan. 7:8

R Dan. 8:25

T booty

T Or overflow

R Hab. 2:3

R Jer. 2:10

R Dan. 8:11–13; 12:11

T pollute

T Or slipperiness, flattery

R Is. 14:13

T profit

R Joel 3:19

R Ex. 11:8

R Rev. 19:20

R Jer. 30:7

R Rom. 11:26

R Ex. 32:32

R [John 5:28, 29]

R [Is. 66:24]

T Lit. abhorrence

R [James 5:19, 20]

R Rev. 22:10

R Amos 8:12

R Dan. 10:4

R Ezek. 9:2

R Dan. 8:13; 12:8

R Luke 21:24

R Rev. 14:13

R Amos 1:1

R 2 Chr. 27

R Hos. 3:1

R Jer. 2:13

T Spiritual adultery

R 2 Kin. 10:11

R 2 Kin. 15:8–10; 17:6, 23

R 2 Kin. 15:29

R 2 Kin. 17:6

R 2 Kin. 19:29–35

R [Zech. 4:6]

R Gen. 22:17; 32:12

R 1 Pet. 2:10

R Rom. 9:26

R Is. 11:11–13

T Or Contend with

R Is. 50:1

R Ezek. 16:25

R Jer. 13:22, 26

R Ezek. 16:4–7, 22

R Amos 8:11–13

R Hos. 2:8, 12

R Lam. 3:7, 9

T Or pursue

R Luke 15:17, 18

R Ezek. 16:8; 23:4

R Is. 1:3

R Ezek. 16:37

R Amos 5:21; 8:10

R Josh. 7:26

R Ezek. 16:8–14

R Ex. 15:1

R Ex. 23:13

R Job 5:23

R Is. 2:4

R Lev. 26:5

R Zech. 8:12

R Jer. 31:27

R Hos. 1:6

R Hos. 1:10

T Heb. ammi

R Jer. 3:20

R Deut. 21:13

R Hos. 10:3

R Ex. 28:4–12

R Judg. 17:5

R Jer. 50:4

R Is. 1:18

R Amos 5:16; 8:8

R Zeph. 1:3

R Deut. 17:12

R Jer. 15:8

R Is. 5:13

R Ezek. 22:26

R Lev. 26:26

R Is. 5:12; 28:7

R Jer. 2:27

R Is. 44:19, 20
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R Amos 7:17

R Hos. 9:15
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R Amos 8:14

R Jer. 3:6; 7:24; 8:5
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R [Is. 55:8, 9]

R Is. 21:10
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R [Is. 11:16; 19:23–25]

R Is. 37:24

R Ps. 68:22; 78:12

R Ex. 34:10

R Is. 26:11

R Job 21:5

R Ps. 18:45

R Jer. 33:9

R Ex. 15:11

R Ex. 34:6, 7, 9

R Mic. 4:7

R Luke 1:72, 73[image: ]

R Ps. 105:9

R Ex. 20:5

R Ex. 34:6, 7

R [Job 9:4]

R Ps. 18:17

R Matt. 8:26
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*1:2 Words in italic type have been added for clarity. They are not found in the original Hebrew or Aramaic.

*1:26 Syr. all the wild animals of

*2:4 Heb. toledoth, lit. generations

*2:14 Or Tigris

*4:8 Sam., LXX, Syr., Vg. add “Let us go out to the field.”

*4:15 So with MT, Tg.; LXX, Syr., Vg. Not so;

*4:26 Gr. Enos, Luke 3:38

*5:9 Heb. Qenan

*6:3 LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg. abide

*6:5 So with MT, Tg.; Vg. God;LXX LORD God

*7:22 LXX, Vg. omit of the spirit

*9:1 Cf. Gen. 1:28

*9:9 Lit. seed

*10:3 Diphath, 1 Chr. 1:6

*10:4 Sam. Rodanimand 1 Chr. 1:7

*10:6 Or Phut

*10:23 LXX Meshechand 1 Chr. 1:17

*10:24 So with MT, Vg., Tg.; LXX Arphaxad begot Cainan, and Cainan begot Salah (cf. Luke 3:35, 36)

*10:28 Ebal, 1 Chr. 1:22

*12:6 Heb. Alon Moreh

*12:9 Heb. Negev

*12:13 Lit. my soul

*13:1 Heb. Negev

*13:15 Lit. seed

*13:18 Heb. Alon Mamre

*14:1 Heb. goyim

*14:9 Heb. goyim

*14:13 Heb. Alon Mamre

*16:14 Lit. Well of the One Who Lives and Sees Me

*18:1 Heb. Alon Mamre

*18:11 Lit. the manner of women had ceased to be with Sarah

*19:17 LXX, Syr., Vg. they

*20:16 Lit. is a covering of the eyes for you to all

*21:31 Lit. Well of the Oathor Well of the Seven

*22:5 Or young man

*22:14 Heb. YHWH Yireh

*22:23 Rebecca, Rom. 9:10

*24:7 Lit. seed

*25:15 MT Hadad

*25:25 Lit. Hairy

*25:26 Supplanteror Deceitful, lit. One Who Takes the Heel

*25:30 Lit. Red

*26:20 Lit. Quarrel

*26:21 Lit. Enmity

*26:22 Lit. Spaciousness

*26:33 Lit. Oathor Seven

*26:33 Lit. Well of the Oathor Well of the Seven

*28:19 Lit. House of God

*29:32 Lit. See, a Son

*29:33 Lit. Heard

*29:34 Lit. Attached

*29:35 Lit. Praise

*30:6 Lit. Judge

*30:8 Lit. My Wrestling

*30:11 So with Qr., Syr., Tg.; Kt., LXX, Vg. in fortune

*30:11 Lit. Troopor Fortune

*30:13 Lit. Happy

*30:18 Lit. Wages

*30:20 Lit. Dwelling

*30:24 Lit. He Will Add

*31:47 Lit., in Aram., Heap of Witness

*31:47 Lit., in Heb., Heap of Witness

*31:49 Lit. Watch

*32:2 Lit. Double Camp

*32:28 Lit. Prince with God

*32:30 Lit. Face of God

*32:31 Lit. Face of God;same as Peniel, v. 30

*33:17 Lit. Booths

*33:20 Lit. God, the God of Israel

*35:7 Lit. God of the House of God

*35:8 Lit. Terebinth of Weeping

*35:18 Lit. Son of My Sorrow

*35:18 Lit. Son of the Right Hand

*35:27 Lit. Townor City of Arba

*36:11 Zephi, 1 Chr. 1:36

*36:16 Sam. omits Chief Korah

*36:22 Homam, 1 Chr. 1:39

*36:23 Alian, 1 Chr. 1:40

*36:23 Shephi, 1 Chr. 1:40

*36:24 So with MT, Vg. (hot springs); LXX Jamin;Tg. mighty men;Talmud mules

*36:26 Heb. Dishan

*36:26 Hamran, 1 Chr. 1:41

*36:27 Jaakan, 1 Chr. 1:42

*36:39 Sam., Syr. Hadadand 1 Chr. 1:50

*36:39 Pai, 1 Chr. 1:50

*36:40 Aliah, 1 Chr. 1:51

*37:36 MT Medanites

*38:29 Lit. Breachor Breakthrough

*39:23 Lit. his hand

*41:51 Lit. Making Forgetful

*41:52 Lit. Fruitfulness

*41:56 Lit. all that was in them

*46:10 Nemuel, 1 Chr. 4:24

*46:10 Jarib, 1 Chr. 4:24

*46:10 Zerah, 1 Chr. 4:24

*46:13 Puah, Num. 26:23; 1 Chr. 7:1

*46:13 Jashub, Num. 26:24; 1 Chr. 7:1

*46:16 Sam., LXX Zephonand Num. 26:15

*46:16 Ozni, Num. 26:16

*46:16 Arod, Num. 26:17

*46:21 Hupham, Num. 26:39

*46:23 Shuham, Num. 26:42

*46:24 Jahziel, 1 Chr. 7:13

*46:24 Shallum, 1 Chr. 7:13

*47:21 So with MT, Tg.; Sam., LXX, Vg. made the people virtual slaves

*50:11 Lit. Mourning of Egypt

*1:5 Lit. who came from the loins of

*1:5 DSS, LXX seventy-five; cf. Acts 7:14

*1:22 Sam., LXX, Tg. add to the Hebrews

*2:10 Heb. Mosheh, lit. Drawn Out

*2:22 Lit. Stranger There

*4:9 The Nile

*4:25 Lit. his

*6:3 Heb. YHWH, traditionally Jehovah

*6:15 Nemuel, Num. 26:12

*8:23 Lit. set a ransom, Ex. 9:4; 11:7

*12:40 Sam., LXX Egypt and Canaan

*13:19 Gen. 50:25

*14:25 Sam., LXX, Syr. bound

*15:23 Lit. Bitter

*16:31 Lit. What?Ex. 16:15

*17:7 Lit. Tempted

*17:7 Lit. Contention

*17:15 Heb. YHWH Nissi

*18:3 Cf. Ex. 2:22

*18:4 Lit. My God Is Help

*18:12 So with MT, LXX; Syr., Tg., Vg. offered

*19:18 LXX all the people

*23:17 Heb. YHWH, usually translated LORD

*23:31 Heb. Nahar, the Euphrates

*28:4 Ornamented vest

*28:30 Lit. Lights and the Perfections

*29:37 Cf. Num. 4:15 and Hag. 2:11–13

*30:29 Cf. Num. 4:15 and Hag. 2:11–13

*31:10 Or woven garments

*32:13 Gen. 13:15 and 22:17

*34:28 Lit. Ten Words

*35:19 Or woven garments

*39:1 Or woven garments

*39:41 Or woven garments

*6:18 Cf. Num. 4:15 and Hag. 2:11–13

*6:27 Cf. Num. 4:15 and Hag. 2:11–13

*6:30 The Most Holy Place when capitalized

*7:21 So with MT, LXX, Vg.; Sam., Syr., Tg. swarming thing(cf. 5:2)

*8:8 Lit. Lights and the Perfections, Ex. 28:30

*10:18 The Most Holy Place when capitalized

*13:2 Heb. saraath, disfiguring skin diseases, including leprosy, and so in vv. 2–46 and 14:2–32

*13:47 A mold, fungus, or similar infestation, and so in vv. 47–59

*14:34 Decomposition by mildew, mold, dry rot, etc., and so in vv. 34–53

*16:33 The Most Holy Place

*21:7 Lit. he

*1:14 Reuel, Num. 2:14

*2:14 Deuel, Num. 1:14; 7:42

*3:9 Sam., LXX Me

*3:28 Some LXX mss. three

*4:7 Lit. continual bread

*4:28 Lit. hand

*4:33 Lit. hand

*7:8 Lit. hand

*7:42 Reuel, Num. 2:14

*10:29 Jethro, Ex. 3:1; LXX Raguel

*11:3 Lit. Burning

*11:25 Tg., Vg. and they did not cease

*11:34 Lit. Graves of Craving

*13:8 LXX, Vg. Oshea

*13:16 LXX, Vg. Oshea

*13:24 Lit. Cluster

*13:33 Heb. nephilim

*14:8 Ex. 3:8

*14:18 Ex. 34:6, 7

*15:16 Cf. Ex. 12:49

*19:9 Lit. impurity

*20:13 Lit. Contention

*21:3 Lit. Utter Destruction

*21:14 Ancient unknown places; Vg. What He did in the Red Sea

*21:20 Heb. Jeshimon

*22:5 The Euphrates

*22:5 Or the people of Amau

*23:10 Or dust cloud

*23:15 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; Syr. call;LXX go and ask God

*23:28 Heb. Jeshimon

*24:9 Gen. 49:9

*24:17 Heb. Sheth, Jer. 48:45

*24:24 Heb. Kittim

*24:24 Lit. heor that one

*25:1 Heb. Shittim

*26:12 Jemuel, Gen. 46:10; Ex. 6:15

*26:12 Jarib, 1 Chr. 4:24

*26:13 Zohar, Gen. 46:10

*26:15 Ziphion, Gen. 46:16

*26:16 Ezbon, Gen. 46:16

*26:17 Sam., Syr. Arodi and Gen. 46:16

*26:23 So with Sam., LXX, Syr., Vg.; Heb. Puvah, Gen. 46:13; 1 Chr. 7:1

*26:23 Sam., LXX, Syr., Vg. Puaites

*26:30 Abiezer, Josh. 17:2

*26:35 Bered, 1 Chr. 7:20

*26:39 MT Shephupham; Shephuphan, 1 Chr. 8:5

*26:39 Huppim, Gen. 46:21

*26:40 Addar, 1 Chr. 8:3

*26:42 Hushim, Gen. 46:23

*26:48 Jahziel, 1 Chr. 7:13

*32:41 Lit. Towns of Jair

*33:8 Many Heb. mss., Sam., Syr., Tg., Vg. from Pi Hahiroth; cf. Num. 33:7

*33:45 Same as Ije Abarim, v. 44

*33:49 Heb. Abel Shittim

*1:1 Heb. arabah

*1:1 One LXX ms., Tg., Vg. Red Sea

*1:4 LXX, Syr., Vg. and; cf. Josh. 12:4

*1:7 Heb. arabah

*2:11 Heb. rephaim

*2:20 Heb. rephaim

*3:11 Heb. rephaim

*3:13 Heb. rephaim

*3:14 Lit. Towns of Jair

*4:48 Syr. Sirion

*6:3 Ex. 3:8

*6:4 Or The LORD is our God, the LORD alone, i.e., the only one

*7:5 Heb. Asherim, Canaanite deities

*11:9 Ex. 3:8

*11:14 So with MT, Tg.; Sam., LXX, Vg. He

*11:24 Mediterranean

*14:5 Or addax

*20:8 So with MT, Tg.; Sam., LXX, Syr., Vg. lest he make his brother’s heart faint

*23:4 Heb. Aram Naharaim

*23:17 Heb. qedeshah, fem. of qadesh(see following note)

*23:17 Heb. qadesh, one practicing sodomy and prostitution in religious rituals

*26:3 LXX my

*26:5 Or Aramean

*26:9 Ex. 3:8

*26:15 Ex. 3:8

*27:3 Ex. 3:8

*28:56 Lit. her eye shall be evil toward

*29:19 walk in the stubbornness or imagination

*32:43 DSS fragment adds And let all the gods (angels) worship Him; cf. LXX and Heb. 1:6

*32:44 Heb. Hoshea, Num. 13:8, 16

*33:16 Gen. 49:26

*34:2 Mediterranean

*2:1 Heb. Shittim

*3:1 Heb. Shittim

*5:1 So with Kt.; Qr., some Heb. mss. and editions, LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg. they

*5:3 Heb. Gibeath Haaraloth

*5:6 Ex. 3:8

*5:9 Lit. Rolling

*7:1 Zimri, 1 Chr. 2:6

*7:26 Lit. Trouble

*8:31 Deut. 27:5, 6

*10:28 So with MT and most authorities; many Heb. mss., some LXX mss., and some Tg. mss. it

*10:40 Heb. Negev, and so throughout the book

*11:8 Heb. Misrephoth Maim, lit. Burnings of Water

*11:13 Heb. tel, a heap of successive city ruins

*11:16 Heb. arabah

*13:5 Or Giblites

*13:6 Heb. Misrephoth Maim, lit. Burnings of Water

*15:8 Lit. Giants

*15:40 Or Lahmam

*16:2 LXX to Bethel

*16:7 Naaran, 1 Chr. 7:28

*17:2 Jeezer, Num. 26:30

*18:16 Lit. Giants

*18:18 Beth Arabah, Josh. 15:6; 18:22

*19:28 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; a few Heb. mss. Abdon (cf. 21:30 and 1 Chr. 6:74)

*21:37 So with LXX, Vg. (cf. 1 Chr. 6:78, 79); MT, Bg., Tg. omit vv. 36, 37

*22:14 Lit. thousands

*22:21 Lit. thousands

*22:30 Lit. thousands

*22:34 LXX adds and half the tribe of Manasseh.

*24:2 The Euphrates

*1:9 Heb. Negev, and so throughout the book

*1:14 LXX, Vg. he urged her

*1:35 Shaalabbin, Josh. 19:42

*2:3 LXX, Tg., Vg. enemies to you

*2:5 Lit. Weeping

*2:13 Canaanite goddesses

*3:7 Name or symbol for Canaanite goddesses

*3:24 Lit. his

*4:10 Lit. at his feet

*5:15 So with LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg.; MT And my princes in Issachar

*5:15 Lit.at his feet

*5:17 Or at ease

*5:23 Or Angel

*6:13 Heb. adoni, used of man

*6:15 Heb. Adonai, used of God

*6:24 Heb. YHWH Shalom

*6:25 Heb. Asherah, a Canaanite goddess

*6:32 Lit. Let Baal Plead

*7:22 Heb. Beth Shittah

*9:29 Lit. hand

*9:29 So with MT, Tg.; DSS they;LXX I

*9:37 Heb. Meonenim

*10:4 Lit. Towns of Jair, Num. 32:41; Deut. 3:14

*10:12 LXX mss. Midianites

*11:33 Lit. Plain of Vineyards

*13:25 Lit. Camp of Dan, Judg. 18:12

*14:15 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX, Syr. fourth

*15:17 Lit. Jawbone Height

*15:19 Lit. Jawbone, Judg. 15:14

*15:19 Lit. Spring of the Caller

*16:19 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX he began to be weak, 

*17:5 Heb. teraphim

*18:7 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX with Syria

*18:12 Lit. Camp of Dan

*18:30 LXX, Vg. Moses

*19:22 Lit. sons of Belial

*19:24 Lit. his

*19:29 Lit. with her bones

*20:13 Lit. sons of Belial

*20:18 Or Bethel

*20:26 Or Bethel

*20:34 Lit. they

*20:45 LXX the rest

*21:2 Or Bethel

*1:20 Lit. Pleasant

*1:20 Lit. Bitter

*4:20 Heb. Salmah

*3:9 Or Spread the corner of your garment over your maidservant

*3:15 Many Heb. mss., Syr., Vg. she;MT, LXX, Tg. he

*4:1 Heb. peloni almoni, lit. so and so

*4:4 So with many Heb. mss., LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg.; MT he

*4:5 Lit. raise up

*4:10 Probably his civic office

*1:1 Eliel, 1 Chr. 6:34

*1:1 Toah, 1 Chr. 6:34

*1:9 palaceor temple, Heb. heykal

*1:16 Lit. daughter of Belial

*1:20 Lit. Heard by God

*1:23 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; DSS, LXX, Syr. your

*1:24 DSS, LXX, Syr. a three-year-old bull

*2:1 Strength

*2:12 Lit. sons of Belial

*2:22 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; DSS, LXX omit rest of verse

*3:3 palaceor temple

*3:15 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX adds and he arose in the morning

*4:1 So with MT, Tg.; LXX, Vg. add And it came to pass in those days that the Philistines gathered themselves together to fight;LXX adds further against Israel

*4:13 So with MT, Vg.; LXX beside the gate watching the road

*4:21 Lit. Inglorious

*5:2 A Philistine idol

*5:4 So with LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg.; MT Dagon

*5:6 Probably bubonic plague. LXX, Vg. add And in the midst of their land rats sprang up, and there was a great death panic in the city.

*6:19 Or He struck seventy men of the people and fifty oxen of a man

*7:3 Images of Canaanite goddesses

*7:4 Images of Canaanite goddesses

*7:12 Lit. Stone of Help

*8:16 LXX cattle

*9:21 Lit. tribes

*9:25 So with MT, Tg.; LXX omits He spoke with Saul on the top of the house;LXX, Vg. afterward add And he prepared a bed for Saul on the top of the house, and he slept.

*10:1 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX people Israel; and you shall rule the people of the Lord;LXX, Vg. add And you shall deliver His people from the hands of their enemies all around them. And this shall be a sign to you, that God has anointed you to be a prince.

*10:19 Lit. thousands

*12:8 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX adds and the Egyptians afflicted them

*12:10 Images of Canaanite goddesses

*12:11 Gideon, cf. Judg. 6:25–32; Syr. Deborah;Tg. Gideon

*12:11 LXX, Syr. Barak;Tg. Simson

*12:11 Syr. Simson

*13:1 Heb. is difficult; cf. 2 Sam. 5:4; 2 Kin. 14:2; see also 2 Sam. 2:10; Acts 13:21

*13:5 So with MT, LXX, Tg., Vg.; Syr. and some mss. of LXX three

*13:15 So with MT, Tg.; LXX, Vg. add And the rest of the people went up after Saul to meet the people who fought against them, going from Gilgal to Gibeah in the hill of Benjamin.

*13:21 About two-thirds shekel weight

*14:14 Lit. half the area plowed by a yokeof oxen in a day

*14:18 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX ephod

*14:18 See preceding note

*14:41 So with MT, Tg.; LXX, Vg. Why do You not answer Your servant today? If the injustice is with me or Jonathan my son, O LORD GOD of Israel, give proof; and if You say it is with Your people Israel, give holiness.

*14:47 LXX, Vg. prospered

*14:49 Abinadab, 1 Chr. 8:33; 9:39

*16:7 LXX For God does not see as man sees; Tg. It is not by the appearance of a man; Vg. Nor do I judge according to the looks of a man

*16:11 So with LXX, Vg.; MT turn around; Tg., Syr. turn away

*17:52 So with MT, Syr., Tg., Vg.; LXX Gath

*19:24 Cf. 1 Sam. 10:12

*20:25 So with MT, Syr., Tg., Vg.; LXX he sat across from Jonathan

*21:11 Cf. 1 Sam. 18:7

*23:15 Or in Horesh

*23:23 Lit. thousands

*23:28 Heb. Sela Hammahlekoth

*25:1 So with MT, Syr., Tg., Vg.; LXX Maon

*25:17 Lit. son of Belial

*25:25 Lit. Fool

*25:44 Paltiel, 2 Sam. 3:15

*27:8 Or Gezrites

*28:13 Heb. elohim

*28:17 Or him, David

*29:5 Cf. 1 Sam. 18:7

*29:10 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX adds and go to the place which I have selected for you there; and set no bothersome word in your heart, for you are good before me. And rise on your way

*30:22 Lit. men of Belial

*30:30 Or Borashan

*31:10 Beth Shean, Josh. 17:11

*2:8 Esh-Baal, 1 Chr. 8:33; 9:39

*2:16 Heb. Helkath Hazzurim

*3:15 Palti, 1 Sam. 25:44

*3:18 So with many Heb. mss., LXX, Syr., Tg.; MT he

*4:1 Ishbosheth

*4:4 Merib-Baal, 1 Chr. 8:34; 9:40

*5:8 Cf. 1 Chr. 11:6

*5:9 Lit. The Landfill

*5:14 Shimea, 1 Chr. 3:5

*5:15 Elishama, 1 Chr. 3:6

*5:20 Lit. Master of Breakthroughs

*5:25 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX Gibeon

*6:2 LXX, Tg., Vg. omit by the Name; many Heb. mss., Syr. there

*6:3 LXX adds with the ark

*6:8 Lit. Outburst Against Uzzah

*7:11 Royal dynasty

*7:16 LXX Me

*7:22 Tg., Syr. O LORD GOD

*8:4 seven thousand, 1 Chr. 18:4

*8:8 Tibhath, 1 Chr. 18:8





*8:9 Tou, 1 Chr. 18:9

*8:10 Hadoram, 1 Chr. 18:10

*8:12 LXX, Syr., Heb. mss. Edom

*8:13 LXX, Syr., Heb. mss. Edomitesand 1 Chr. 18:12

*8:17 Shavsha, 1 Chr. 18:16

*9:11 LXX David’s table

*10:16 Heb. Hadarezer

*10:16 The Euphrates

*10:19 Heb. Hadarezer

*11:21 Gideon; Jerubbaal, Judg. 6:32ff

*12:22 Heb. mss., Syr. God

*12:24 So with Kt., LXX, Vg.; Qr., a few Heb. mss., Syr., Tg. she

*12:25 Qr., some Heb. mss., Syr., Tg. she

*12:25 Lit. Beloved of the LORD

*13:34 LXX adds And the watchman went and told the king, and said, “I see men from the way of Horonaim, from the regions of the mountains.”

*13:39 So with MT, Syr., Vg.; LXX the spirit of the king;Tg. the soul of King David

*13:39 So with MT, Tg.; LXX, Vg. ceased to pursue after

*14:4 Many Heb. mss., LXX, Syr., Vg. came

*15:7 LXX mss., Syr., Josephus four

*16:12 So with Kt., LXX, Syr., Vg.; Qr. my eyes; Tg. tears of my eyes

*17:25 Jether, 1 Chr. 2:17

*17:25 So with MT, some LXX mss., Tg.; some LXX mss. Ishmaelite (cf. 1 Chr. 2:17); Vg. of Jezrael

*18:12 Vss. ‘Protect the young man Absalom for me!’

*19:40 MT Chimhan

*20:1 Lit. man of Belial

*20:14 Lit. him

*21:8 Merab, 1 Sam. 18:19; 25:44; 2 Sam. 3:14; 6:23

*21:12 Beth Shean, Josh. 17:11

*21:18 Sippai, 1 Chr. 20:4

*21:19 Jair, 1 Chr. 20:5

*21:21 Shammah, 1 Sam. 16:9 and elsewhere

*22:2 Cf. Ps. 18

*22:8 So with MT, LXX, Tg.; Syr., Vg. hills(cf. Ps. 18:7)

*22:11 So with MT, LXX; many Heb. mss., Syr., Vg. flew(cf. Ps. 18:10); Tg. spoke with power

*22:25 LXX, Syr., Vg. the cleanness of my hands in His sight (cf. Ps. 18:24); Tg. my cleanness before His word

*22:33 DSS, LXX, Syr., Vg. It is God who arms me with strength(cf. Ps. 18:32); Tg. It is God who sustains me with strength

*22:33 So with Qr., LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg. (cf. Ps. 18:32); Kt. His

*22:34 So with Qr., LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg. (cf. Ps. 18:33); Kt. His

*22:46 So with LXX, Tg., Vg. (cf. Ps. 18:45); MT gird themselves

*23:8 Lit. One Who Sits in the Seat(1 Chr. 11:11)

*23:8 So with MT, Tg.; LXX, Vg. the three

*23:9 Dodai, 1 Chr. 27:4

*23:18 So with MT, LXX, Vg.; some Heb. mss., Syr. thirty; Tg. the mighty men

*23:35 Hezro, 1 Chr. 11:37

*24:13 So with MT, Syr., Tg., Vg.; LXX three(cf. 1 Chr. 21:12)

*24:16 Or Angel

*24:16 Ornan, 1 Chr. 21:15

*2:24 Royal dynasty

*4:8 Lit. Son of Hur

*4:9 Lit. Son of Deker

*4:10 Lit. Son of Hesed

*4:11 Lit. Son of Abinadab

*4:13 Lit. Son of Geber

*4:21 The Euphrates

*4:24 The Euphrates

*4:26 So with MT, most other authorities; some LXX mss. four thousand; cf. 2 Chr. 9:25

*5:3 Lit. them

*5:11 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX, Syr. twenty thousand kors

*5:16 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX six hundred

*5:17 Lit. house

*6:1 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX fortieth

*6:3 Heb. heykal;here the main room of the temple; elsewhere called the holy place, Ex. 26:33; Ezek. 41:1

*6:3 Lit. it

*6:5 Heb. debir;here the inner room of the temple; elsewhere called the Most Holy Place, v. 16

*6:8 So with MT, Vg.; LXX upper story;Tg. ground story

*6:27 Lit. house

*7:7 Lit. floorof the upper level

*7:13 Heb. Hiram; cf. 2 Chr. 2:13, 14

*7:26 About 12,000 gallons; three thousand; cf. 2 Chr. 4:5

*7:40 Heb. Hiram; cf. 2 Chr. 2:13, 14

*7:45 Heb. Hiram; cf. 2 Chr. 2:13, 14

*8:17 Lit. house, and so in vv. 18–20

*9:13 Lit. Good for Nothing

*9:15 Lit. The Landfill

*9:24 Lit. he; cf. 2 Chr. 8:11

*9:26 Heb. Eloth

*10:11 algum, 2 Chr. 9:10, 11

*10:22 Lit. ships of Tarshish, deep-sea vessels

*10:22 Or peacocks

*10:26 So with LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg. (cf. 2 Chr. 9:25); MT led

*10:29 Lit. by their hands

*11:33 So with MT, Tg.; LXX, Syr., Vg. he has

*12:11 Scourges with points or barbs, lit. scorpions

*12:14 Lit. scorpions

*12:31 Lit. a house;cf. 1 Kin. 13:32, lit. houses

*13:12 LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg. showed him

*13:32 Lit. houses

*14:15 The Euphrates

*14:15 Heb. Asherim, Canaanite deities

*14:24 Heb. qadesh, one practicing sodomy and prostitution in religious rituals

*14:31 Abijah, 2 Chr. 12:16

*15:6 So with MT, LXX, Tg., Vg.; some Heb. mss., Syr. Abijam

*15:12 Heb. qedeshim, those practicing sodomy and prostitution in religious rituals

*15:13 A Canaanite goddess

*16:33 Heb. Asherah, a Canaanite goddess

*16:34 Cf. Josh. 6:26

*18:19 A Canaanite goddess

*18:31 Gen. 32:28

*19:5 Or Angel

*19:7 Or Angel

*21:23 So with MT, LXX; some Heb. mss., Syr., Tg., Vg. plot of ground instead of wall(cf. 2 Kin. 9:36)

*22:7 Or him

*22:38 Tg., Syr. they washed his armor

*22:46 Heb. qadesh, one practicing sodomy and prostitution in religious rituals

*22:48 Or ships of Tarshish

*1:3 Or Angel

*1:15 Or Angel

*1:17 The son of Ahab king of Israel, 2 Kin. 3:1

*5:12 So with Kt., LXX, Vg.; Qr., Syr., Tg. Amanah

*8:21 Jehoram, v. 16

*9:27 Lit. The Garden House

*9:36 1 Kin. 21:23

*10:1 So with MT, Syr., Tg.; LXX Samaria; Vg. city

*10:12 Or The Shearing House

*10:21 Lit. house

*11:12 Law, Ex. 25:16, 21; Deut. 31:9

*12:1 Joash, 2 Kin. 11:2ff.

*12:4 Cf. Lev. 27:2ff.

*12:19 Jehoash, vv. 1–18

*12:20 Lit. The Landfill

*12:21 Zabad, 2 Chr. 24:26

*12:21 Shimrith, 2 Chr. 24:26

*13:1 Jehoash, 2 Kin. 12:1–18

*13:6 Heb. Asherah, a Canaanite goddess

*13:10 Joash, v. 9

*13:25 Joash, vv. 12–14, 25

*14:6 Deut. 24:16

*14:8 Joash, 2 Kin. 13:9, 12–14, 25; 2 Chr. 25:17ff.

*14:21 Uzziah, 2 Chr. 26:1ff.; Is. 6:1; etc.

*15:12 2 Kin. 10:30

*15:13 Azariah, 2 Kin. 14:21ff.; 15:1ff.

*15:19 Tiglath-Pileser III, v. 29

*15:33 Jerushah, 2 Chr. 27:1

*16:6 A few ancient mss. Syrians

*17:10 Heb. Asherim, Canaanite deities

*18:2 Abijah, 2 Chr. 29:1ff.

*18:4 Heb. Asherah, a Canaanite goddess

*18:4 Lit. Bronze Thing, also similar to Heb. nahash, serpent

*18:17 A title, probably Commander in Chief

*18:17 A title, probably Chief Officer

*18:17 A title, probably Chief of Staffor Governor

*18:26 Lit. Judean

*19:31 So with many Heb. mss. and ancient vss. (cf. Is. 37:32); MT omits of hosts

*19:35 Or Angel

*20:12 Merodach-Baladan, Is. 39:1

*20:13 So with many Heb. mss., Syr., Tg.; MT omits all

*21:3 Heb. Asherah, a Canaanite goddess

*21:3 The gods of the Assyrians

*21:7 A Canaanite goddess

*22:12 Abdon the son of Micah, 2 Chr. 34:20

*23:4 A Canaanite goddess

*23:4 The gods of the Assyrians

*23:6 Heb. Asherah, a Canaanite goddess

*23:7 Heb. qedeshim, those practicing sodomy and prostitution in religious rituals

*23:10 Kt. Sons

*23:19 So with LXX, Syr., Vg.; MT, Tg. omit the LORD

*23:27 1 Kin. 8:29

*23:34 Jehoahaz

*24:17 Lit. his

*25:4 Lit. he

*25:4 Or Arabah, the Jordan Valley

*25:23 Jezaniah, Jer. 40:8

*25:27 Lit. Man of Marduk

*1:2 Heb. Qenan

*1:4 So with MT, Vg.; LXX adds the sons of Noah

*1:6 Riphath, Gen. 10:3

*1:7 Tarshish, Gen. 10:4

*1:7 Dodanim, Gen. 10:4

*1:9 Sabtah, Gen. 10:7

*1:9 Raamah, Gen. 10:7

*1:17 Mash, Gen. 10:23

*1:19 Lit. Division, Gen. 10:25

*1:22 Obal, Gen. 10:28

*1:30 Hadar, Gen. 25:15

*1:36 Zepho, Gen. 36:11

*1:36 Cf. Gen. 36:12

*1:40 Alvan, Gen. 36:23

*1:40 Shepho, Gen. 36:23

*1:41 Hemdan, Gen. 36:26

*1:42 Akan, Gen. 36:27

*1:50 Hadar, Gen. 36:39

*1:50 Pau, Gen. 36:39

*1:51 Alvah, Gen. 36:40

*2:7 Achan, Josh. 7:1

*2:9 Caleb, vv. 18, 42

*2:11 Salmon, Ruth 4:21; Luke 3:32

*2:13 Shammah, 1 Sam. 16:9

*2:17 Jithra the Israelite, 2 Sam. 17:25

*2:19 Or Ephrathah

*2:52 Or Manuhothites, same as Manahethites, v. 54

*3:1 Chileab, 2 Sam. 3:3

*3:5 Shammua, 14:4; 2 Sam. 5:14

*3:5 Bathsheba, 2 Sam. 11:3

*3:5 Eliam, 2 Sam. 11:3

*3:6 Elishua, 14:5; 2 Sam. 5:15

*3:6 Elpelet, 14:5

*3:8 Beeliada, 14:7

*3:10 Abijam, 1 Kin. 15:1

*3:11 Jehoram, 2 Kin. 1:17; 8:16

*3:11 Jehoash, 2 Kin. 12:1

*3:12 Uzziah, Is. 6:1

*3:15 Jehoahaz, 2 Kin. 23:31

*3:16 Mattaniah, 2 Kin. 24:17

*3:17 Jehoiachin, 2 Kin. 24:8, or Coniah, Jer. 22:24

*3:17 Or Jeconiah the captive were

*4:9 Lit. He Will Cause Pain

*4:13 LXX, Vg. add and Meonothai

*4:14 Lit. Valley of Craftsmen

*4:17 Lit. she

*4:18 Or His Judean wife

*4:23 Lit. Plants

*4:23 Lit. Hedges

*4:24 Jachin, Gen. 46:10; Num. 26:12

*4:24 Zohar, Gen. 46:10; Ex. 6:15

*4:33 Baalath Beer, Josh. 19:8

*5:6 Heb. Tilgath-Pilneser

*5:26 Heb. Tilgath-Pilneser

*6:16 Heb. Gershom, an alternate spelling for Gershon, vv. 1, 17, 20, 43, 62, 71

*6:26 Cf. v. 35

*6:26 Zuph, v. 35; 1 Sam. 1:1

*6:26 Toah, v. 34

*6:27 Eliel, v. 34

*6:28 So with LXX, Syr., Arab.; cf. v. 33 and 1 Sam. 8:2

*6:28 Heb. Vasheni

*6:34 Elihu, 1 Sam. 1:1

*6:34 Tohu, 1 Sam. 1:1

*6:58 Holon, Josh. 21:15

*6:59 Ain, Josh. 21:16

*6:60 Almon, Josh. 21:18

*6:77 Heb. Rimmono, an alternate spelling of Rimmon;1 Chr. 4:32

*7:1 Puvah, Gen. 46:13

*7:12 Hupham, Num. 26:39

*7:13 Jahzeel, Gen. 46:24

*7:13 Shillem, Gen. 46:24

*7:14 The son of Gilead (cf. Num. 26:30, 31)

*7:15 Cf. v. 12

*7:15 Lit. the second

*7:15 cf. Num. 26:30–33

*7:23 Lit. In Tragedy

*7:27 Heb. Non

*7:28 Many Heb. mss., Bg., LXX, Tg., Vg. Gazza

*7:31 Or Birzavithor Birzoth

*7:32 Shemer, v. 34

*7:32 Helem, v. 35

*7:37 Jether, v. 38

*8:1 Ahiram, Num. 26:38

*8:3 Ard, Num. 26:40

*8:32 Shimeam, 1 Chr. 9:38

*8:33 Also the son of Gibeon, 1 Chr. 9:36, 39

*8:33 Jishui, 1 Sam. 14:49

*8:33 Ishbosheth, 2 Sam. 2:8

*8:34 Mephibosheth, 2 Sam. 4:4

*8:36 Jarah, 1 Chr. 9:42

*8:37 Rephaiah, 1 Chr. 9:43

*9:37 Zecher, 1 Chr. 8:31

*9:38 Shimeah, 1 Chr. 8:32

*9:41 Tarea, 1 Chr. 8:35

*9:41 So with Arab., Syr., Tg., Vg. (cf. 8:35); MT, LXX omit and Ahaz

*9:42 Jehoaddah, 1 Chr. 8:36

*9:43 Raphah, 1 Chr. 8:37

*11:8 Lit. The Landfill

*11:11 So with Qr.; Kt., LXX, Vg. the thirty(cf. 2 Sam. 23:8)

*11:20 So with MT, LXX, Vg.; Syr. thirty

*11:27 Shammah the Harodite, 2 Sam. 23:25

*11:27 Paltite, 2 Sam. 23:26

*11:30 Heleb, 2 Sam. 23:29, or Heldai, 1 Chr. 27:15

*11:31 Ittai, 2 Sam. 23:29

*11:32 Hiddai, 2 Sam. 23:30

*11:32 Abi-Albon, 2 Sam. 23:31

*11:33 Barhumite, 2 Sam. 23:31

*11:39 Beerothite, 2 Sam. 23:37

*13:6 Baale Judah, 2 Sam. 6:2

*13:9 Nachon, 2 Sam. 6:6

*13:11 Lit. Outburst Against Uzza

*14:4 Shimea, 1 Chr. 3:5

*14:5 Elishama, 1 Chr. 3:6

*14:5 Eliphelet, 1 Chr. 3:6

*14:7 Eliada, 2 Sam. 5:6; 1 Chr. 3:8

*14:11 Lit. Master of Breakthroughs

*15:18 So with MT, Vg.; LXX omits Ben

*16:22 Cf. vv. 8–22 with Ps. 105:1–15

*16:33 Cf. vv. 23–33 with Ps. 96:1–13

*16:34 Cf. v. 34 with Ps. 106:1

*16:36 Cf. vv. 35, 36 with Ps. 106:47, 48

*17:10 Royal dynasty

*18:3 Heb. Hadarezer

*18:4 seven hundred, 2 Sam. 8:4

*18:8 Betah, 2 Sam. 8:8

*18:9 Toi, 2 Sam. 8:9, 10

*18:10 Joram, 2 Sam. 8:10

*18:12 Syrians, 2 Sam. 8:13

*18:16 Seraiah, 2 Sam. 8:17, or Shisha, 1 Kin. 4:3

*19:6 Heb. Aram Naharaim

*19:6 Zoba, 2 Sam. 10:6

*19:16 The Euphrates

*19:16 Zoba, 2 Sam. 10:6, or Shobach, 2 Sam. 10:16

*19:18 seven hundred, 2 Sam. 10:18

*19:18 horsemen, 2 Sam. 10:18

*20:3 LXX cut them with

*20:4 Saph, 2 Sam. 21:18

*20:5 Jaare-Oregim, 2 Sam. 21:19

*20:7 Shammah, 1 Sam. 16:9 or Shimeah, 2 Sam. 21:21

*21:12 seven, 2 Sam. 24:13

*21:12 Or Angel, and so throughout the chapter

*21:15 Or He

*21:15 Or Your

*21:15 Araunah, 2 Sam. 24:16, 18–24

*22:9 Lit. Peaceful

*23:7 Libni, Ex. 6:17

*23:10 LXX, Vg. Zizahand v. 11

*23:15 Heb. Gershom, 1 Chr. 6:16

*23:16 Shubael, 1 Chr. 24:20

*24:15 LXX, Vg. Aphses

*24:16 MT Jehezkel

*24:20 Shebuel, 1 Chr. 23:16

*24:22 Shelomith, 1 Chr. 23:18

* 24:23 Supplied from 23:19 (following some Heb. mss. and LXX mss.)

*25:2 Jesharelah, v. 14

*25:3 Jizri, v. 11

*25:3 So with one Heb. ms., LXX mss., Shimei completes the total of six sons, v. 17

*25:4 Azarel, v. 18

*25:4 Shubael, v. 20

*25:4 Jeremoth, v. 22

*25:5 Increase his power or influence

*25:11 Zeri, v. 3

*25:14 Asharelah, v. 2

*25:18 Uzziel, v. 4

*25:20 Shebuel, v. 4

*25:22 Jerimoth, v. 4

*26:15 Heb. asuppim

*26:17 Heb. asuppim

*26:18 Probably a court or colonnade extending west of the temple

*27:4 Heb. Dodai, usually spelled Dodo, 2 Sam. 23:9

*27:8 Shammah, 2 Sam. 23:11, or Shammoth, 1 Chr. 11:27

*27:15 Heleb, 2 Sam. 23:29, or Heled, 1 Chr. 11:30

*29:1 Lit. palace

*29:8 Possibly the same as Jehieli, 1 Chr. 26:21, 22

*29:19 Lit. palace

*1:5 Some authorities it was there

*1:17 Lit. by their hands

*2:3 Heb. Huram; cf. 1 Kin. 5:1

*2:12 Heb. Huram; cf. 1 Kin. 5:1

*2:13 Hiram, 1 Kin. 7:13

*2:13 Lit. father, 1 Kin. 7:13, 14

*3:1 Lit. He, following MT, Vg.; LXX the LORD; Tg. the Angel of the LORD

*3:1 Araunah, 2 Sam. 24:16

*3:4 The holy place, the main room of the temple, 1 Kin. 6:3

*3:4 So with MT, LXX, Vg.; Arab., some LXX mss., Syr. twenty

*3:5 Lit. house

*3:15 Lit. house

*3:15 eighteen, 1 Kin. 7:15; 2 Kin. 25:17; Jer. 52:21

*4:5 About 8,000 gallons; two thousand, 1 Kin. 7:26

*4:16 Lit. father

*4:17 Zaretan, 1 Kin. 7:46

*5:7 Lit. house

*5:13 Cf. Ps. 106:1

*6:7 Lit. house, and so in vv. 8–10

*6:12 Lit. he

*6:18 Lit. house

*6:42 Cf. Ps. 132:8–10

*7:1 Lit. house

*7:3 Cf. Ps. 106:1

*7:6 Cf. Ps. 106:1

*7:8 The Shihor, 1 Chr. 13:5

*8:2 Heb. Huram, 2 Chr. 2:3

*8:16 So with LXX, Syr., Vg.; MT as far as

*8:17 Heb. Eloth, 2 Kin. 14:22

*9:10 almug, 1 Kin. 10:11, 12

*9:11 almug, 1 Kin. 10:11, 12

*9:16 three minas, 1 Kin. 10:17

*9:21 Heb. Huram; cf. 1 Kin. 10:22

*9:21 Lit. ships of Tarshish, deep-sea vessels

*9:21 Or peacocks

*9:26 The Euphrates

*10:11 Scourges with points or barbs, lit. scorpions

*10:14 So with many Heb. mss., LXX, Syr., Vg. (cf. v. 10; 1 Kin. 12:14); MT I

*10:14 Lit. scorpions

*11:16 Lit. after them

*11:20 Lit. daughter, but in the broader sense of granddaughter

*12:16 Abijam, 1 Kin. 14:31

*13:2 Maachah, 1 Kin. 15:2; 2 Chr. 11:20, 21

*13:19 Or Ephron

*15:8 So with MT, LXX; Syr., Vg. Azariah the son of Oded (cf. v. 1)

*15:16 A Canaanite deity

*17:4 LXX the LORD GOD

*18:6 Or him

*19:8 LXX, Vg. for the inhabitants of Jerusalem

*20:1 So with MT, Vg.; LXX Meunites(cf. 2 Chr. 26:7)

*20:2 So with MT, LXX, Vg.; Heb. mss., Old Lat. Edom

*20:21 Cf. Ps. 106:1

*20:25 A few Heb. mss., Old Lat., Vg. garments;LXX armor

*20:26 Lit. Blessing

*21:17 Ahaziahor Azariah, 2 Chr. 22:1

*22:2 twenty-two, 2 Kin. 8:26

*22:5 Joram, v. 7; 2 Kin. 8:28

*22:6 Heb. mss., LXX, Syr., Vg. Ahaziahand 2 Kin. 8:29

*22:11 Jehosheba, 2 Kin. 11:2

*23:11 Law, Ex. 25:16, 21; 31:18

*23:17 Lit. house

*24:25 LXX, Vg. sonand vv. 20–22

*24:26 Jozachar, 2 Kin. 12:21

*24:26 Shomer, 2 Kin. 12:21

*25:4 Deut. 24:16

*25:17 Jehoash, 2 Kin. 14:8ff.

*26:1 Azariah, 2 Kin. 14:21ff.

*26:2 Heb. Eloth

*26:5 Heb. mss., LXX, Syr., Tg., Arab. fear

*26:12 Lit. chief fathers

*27:1 Jerusha, 2 Kin. 15:33

*28:16 LXX, Syr., Vg. king (cf. v. 20)

*28:20 Heb. Tilgath-Pilneser

*29:1 Abi, 2 Kin. 18:2

*30:3 The first month, Lev. 23:5; lit. that time

*31:2 Temple

*32:3 Lit. mighty men

*32:4 So with MT, Vg.; Arab., LXX, Syr. king

*32:5 Lit. The Landfill

*32:18 Lit. Judean

*32:22 LXX gave them rest; Vg. gave them treasures

*32:28 So with LXX, Vg.; Arab., Syr. omit folds for flocks; MT flocks for sheepfolds

*32:30 Lit. brought it straight to(cf. 2 Kin. 20:20)

*33:3 The gods of the Assyrians

*33:11 Nose hooks, 2 Kin. 19:28

*33:18 Lit. words

*33:19 LXX the seers

*34:6 Lit. swords

*34:8 Lit. house

*34:20 Achbor the son of Michaiah, 2 Kin. 22:12

*34:22 Tikvah, 2 Kin. 22:14

*34:22 Harhas, 2 Kin. 22:14

*36:2 MT Joahaz

*36:4 Lit. his

*36:4 MT Joahaz

*36:9 Heb. mss., LXX, Syr., eighteenand 2 Kin. 24:8

*36:10 Lit. his brother, 2 Kin. 24:17

*2:1 Cf. Ezra 2 with Neh. 7:6–73

*2:2 Mispereth, Neh. 7:7

*2:2 Nehum, Neh. 7:7

*2:10 Binnui, Neh. 7:15

*2:18 Hariph, Neh. 7:24

*2:20 Gibeon, Neh. 7:25

*2:24 Beth Azmaveth, Neh. 7:28

*2:25 Kirjath Jearim, Neh. 7:29

*2:40 Judah, Ezra 3:9, or Hodevah, Neh. 7:43

*2:44 Sia, Neh. 7:47

*2:50 Nephishesim, Neh. 7:52

*2:52 Bazlith, Neh. 7:54

*2:55 Perida, Neh. 7:57

*2:57 Amon, Neh. 7:59

*2:59 Addon, Neh. 7:61

*2:59 Lit. seed

*2:61 Or Hakkoz

*2:63 Heb. Tirshatha

*3:2 Jehozadak, 1 Chr. 6:14

*3:8 Jehozadak, 1 Chr. 6:14

*3:9 Hodaviah, Ezra 2:40

*3:10 So with LXX, Syr., Vg.; MT they stationed the priests

*3:11 Cf. Psalm136:1

*4:8 The original language of Ezra 4:8 through 6:18 is Aramaic.

*4:9 Lit. Then

*4:9 Or Susa

*4:10 The Euphrates

*4:10 Lit. and now

*4:11 Lit. and now

*4:17 Lit. and now

*5:2 Jehozadak, 1 Chr. 6:14

*5:3 The Euphrates

*6:1 Lit. house of the scrolls

*6:2 Probably Ecbatana, the ancient capital of Media

*7:12 The original language of Ezra 7:12–26 is Aramaic.

*7:12 Lit. and now

*8:5 So with MT, Vg.; LXX the sons of Zatho, Shechaniah

*8:10 So with MT, Vg.; LXX the sons of Banni, Shelomith

*8:17 So with Vg.; MT to Iddo his brother;LXX to their brethren

*10:18 Jehozadak, 1 Chr. 6:14

*10:29 Or Jeremoth

*10:35 Or Cheluhi, or Cheluhu

*10:37 Or Jaasu

*10:43 Or Jaddu

*1:1 Or Susa

*1:5 Lit. Him

*1:5 Lit. His

*1:8 Lev. 26:33

*1:9 Deut. 30:2–5

*2:7 The Euphrates

*2:8 Lit. house

*2:10 Lit. servant

*3:1 Heb. Hammeah

*3:2 Lit. On his hand

*3:4 Or Hakkoz

*3:5 Lit. necks

*3:7 Lit. throne

*3:8 Lit. the son

*3:16 LXX, Syr., Vg. tomb

*3:18 So with MT, Vg.; some Heb. mss., LXX, Syr. Binnui(cf. v. 24)

*3:20 A few Heb. mss., Syr., Vg. Zaccai

*3:21 Or Hakkoz

*3:31 Lit. Inspectionor Recruiting

*4:21 Lit. them

*5:13 Lit. my lap

*5:16 So with MT; LXX, Syr., Vg. I

*6:6 Heb. Gashmu

*7:6 Cf. vv. 6–72 with Ezra 2:1–70

*7:7 Mispar, Ezra 2:2

*7:15 Bani, Ezra 2:10

*7:24 Jorah, Ezra 2:18

*7:25 Gibbar, Ezra 2:20

*7:28 Azmaveth, Ezra 2:24

*7:43 Hodaviah, Ezra 2:40; or Judah, Ezra 3:9

*7:47 Siaha, Ezra 2:44

*7:48 MT Lebanah

*7:48 MT Hogabah

*7:48 Shalmai, Ezra 2:46; or Shamlai

*7:52 Nephusim, Ezra 2:50

*7:54 Bazluth, Ezra 2:52

*7:57 Peruda, Ezra 2:55

*7:59 Ami, Ezra 2:57

*7:61 Addan, Ezra 2:59

*7:63 Or Hakkoz

*7:65 Heb. Tirshatha

*7:70 Heb. Tirshatha

*8:9 Heb. Tirshatha

*9:1 Lit. earth on them

*9:17 So with MT, Vg.; LXX in Egypt

*9:21 Cf. Deut. 29:5

*9:22 Lit. corners

*9:22 So with MT, Vg.; LXX omits The land of

*9:29 Lev. 18:5

*11:9 Or Hassenuah

*11:14 Or the son of Haggedolim

*11:17 Or Michah

*11:24 Lit. at the king’s hand

*12:4 Ginnethon, v. 16

*12:14 Malluch, v. 2

*12:14 Shechaniah, v. 3

*12:15 Rehum, v. 3

*12:15 Meremoth, v. 3

*12:17 Mijamin, v. 5

*12:17 Maadiah, v. 5

*12:20 Sallu, v. 7

*12:26 Jehozadak, 1 Chr. 6:14

*12:41 Mijamin, v. 5

*1:1 Generally identified with Xerxes I (485–464 B.C.)

*1:2 Or Susa

*2:3 Heb. Hege

*2:6 Lit. Who

*2:6 Jehoiachin, 2 Kin. 24:6

*3:7 LXX adds to destroy the people of Mordecai in one day;Vg. adds the nation of the Jews should be destroyed

*3:7 So with MT, Vg.; LXX and the lot fell on the fourteenth of the month

*3:13 LXX adds the text of the letter here

*4:17 LXX adds a prayer of Mordecai here

*5:1 LXX adds many extra details in vv. 1, 2

*8:10 Lit. sons of the swift horses

*8:12 LXX adds the text of the letter here

*9:17 Lit. it

*9:18 Lit. it

*9:25 Lit. sheor it

*9:25 Lit. his

*10:3 Lit. seed. LXX, Vg. add a dream of Mordecai here; Vg. adds six more chapters

*1:5 Lit. blessed, but in an evil sense; cf. Job 1:11; 2:5, 9

*1:6 Lit. the Adversary

*1:15 Lit. Sheba; cf. Job 6:19

*1:19 LXX omits across

*3:6 LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg. be joined

*3:24 Lit. my bread

*5:5 LXX They shall not be taken from evil men;Vg. And the armed man shall take him by violence

*5:5 LXX The might shall draw them off;Vg. And the thirsty shall drink up their riches

*7:15 Lit. my bones

*7:20 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX, Jewish tradition to You

*8:22 Lit. will not be

*9:13 Heb. rahab

*12:5 Or disaster

*12:19 Lit. priests, but not in a technical sense

*12:24 Lit. heart

*13:27 Lit. inscribe a print

*13:28 Lit. He

*14:3 LXX, Syr., Vg. him

*14:17 Lit. plaster over

*15:11 Or a secret thing

*16:13 Lit. kidneys

*16:14 Vg. giant

*16:15 Lit. horn

*17:10 So with some Heb. mss., LXX, Syr., Vg.; MT, Tg. all of them

*18:17 Lit. before the outside, i.e., the distinguished or famous

*19:3 A Jewish tradition make yourselves strange to me

*20:20 Lit. belly

*21:13 Or Sheol

*21:19 Lit. his

*21:24 LXX, Vg. bowels;Syr. sides;Tg. breasts

*21:28 Vg. omits the tent

*22:17 LXX, Syr. us

*22:20 LXX substance is

*22:25 Ancient vss. suggest defense;MT gold, as in v. 24

*23:2 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX, Syr. His

*24:19 Or Sheol

*27:15 Lit. his

*27:18 So with MT, Vg.; LXX, Syr. spider (cf. Job 8:14); Tg. decay

*27:19 So with MT, Tg.; LXX, Syr. But shall not add(i.e., do it again); Vg. But take away nothing

*28:8 Lit. sons of pride, figurative of the great lions

*28:27 Lit. it

*29:6 So with ancient vss. and a few Heb. mss. (cf. Job 20:17); MT wrath

*30:11 So with MT, Syr., Tg.; LXX, Vg. His

*31:18 Lit. her

*31:20 Lit. loins

*31:26 Lit. light

*31:32 So with LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg.; MT road

*31:39 Lit. strength

*32:4 Vg. till Job had spoken

*32:7 Lit. Days, i.e., years

*32:9 Or Men of many years

*33:6 Lit. as your mouth

*33:28 Kt. my

*33:28 Kt. my

*36:12 MT as one without knowledge

*36:14 Heb. qedeshim, those practicing sodomy or prostitution in religious rituals

*37:12 Lit. the world of the earth

*38:32 Lit. Constellations

*38:36 Lit. the inward parts

*39:3 Lit. pangs

*39:19 Or a mane

*40:15 A large animal, exact identity unknown

*41:1 A large sea creature, exact identity unknown

*41:6 Or bargain over him

*41:12 Lit. keep silent about

*41:25 Or purify themselves

*42:10 Lit. turned the captivity of Job, what was captured from Job

*2:9 So with MT, Tg.; LXX, Syr., Vg. rule(cf. Rev. 2:27)

*2:12 LXX, Vg. Embrace discipline; Tg. Receive instruction

*2:12 LXX the LORD

*4:3 Many Heb. mss., LXX, Tg., Vg. made wonderful

*5:title Heb. nehiloth

*6:title Heb. sheminith

*7:title Heb. Shiggaion

*7:6 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX O LORD my God

*8:title Heb. Al Gittith

*8:5 Heb. Elohim, God;LXX, Syr., Tg., Jewish tradition angels

*9:title Heb. Muth Labben

*9:16 Heb. Higgaion

*11:7 Or The upright beholds His countenance

*12:title Heb. sheminith

*18:13 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; a few Heb. mss., LXX omit Hailstones and coals of fire

*19:4 LXX, Syr., Vg. sound; Tg. business

*22:title Heb. Aijeleth Hashahar

*22:8 LXX, Syr., Vg. hoped; Tg. praised

*22:16 So with some Heb. mss., LXX, Syr., Vg.; MT Like a lioninstead of They pierced

*22:27 So with MT, LXX, Tg.; Arab., Syr., Vg. Him

*23:6 So with LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg.; MT return

*25:12 Or he

*25:12 Or he

*28:8 So with MT, Tg.; LXX, Syr., Vg. the strength of His people

*30:3 So with Qr., Tg.; Kt., LXX, Syr., Vg. from those who descend to the pit

*30:4 Or His holiness

*32:title Heb. Maschil

*33:7 LXX, Tg., Vg. in a vessel

*34:7 Or Angel

*35:5 Or Angel

*37:36 So with MT, LXX, Tg.; Syr., Vg. I passed by

*42:title Heb. Maschil

*42:2 So with MT, Vg.; some Heb. mss., LXX, Syr., Tg. I see the face of God

*42:5 So with MT, Tg.; a few Heb. mss., LXX, Syr., Vg. The help of my countenance, my God

*42:6 So with MT, Tg.; a few Heb. mss., LXX, Syr., Vg. put my Godat the end of v. 5

*44:title Heb. Maschil

*44:4 So with MT, Tg.; LXX, Vg. and my God

*44:4 So with MT, Tg.; LXX, Syr., Vg. Who commands

*45:title Heb. Shoshannim

*45:title Heb. Maschil

*48:14 So with MT, Syr.; LXX, Vg. Forever

*49:11 LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg. Their graves shall be their houses forever

*49:12 So with MT, Tg.; LXX, Syr., Vg. understand(cf. v. 20)

*50:18 LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg. ran

*51:4 LXX, Tg., Vg. in Your words

*52:title Heb. Maschil

*53:title Heb. Maschil

*54:title Heb. neginoth

*54:title Heb. Maschil

*55:title Heb. neginoth

*55:title Heb. Maschil

*56:title Heb. Jonath Elem Rechokim

*57:title Heb. Al Tashcheth

*58:title Heb. Al Tashcheth

*59:title Heb. Al Tashcheth

*59:9 So with MT, Syr.; some Heb. mss., LXX, Tg., Vg. my Strength

*59:10 So with Qr.; some Heb. mss., LXX, Vg. My God, His mercy; Kt., some Heb. mss., Tg. O God, my mercy; Syr. O God, Your mercy

*59:15 So with LXX, Vg.; MT, Syr., Tg. spend the night

*60:title Heb. Shushan Eduth

*60:12 Cf. vv. 5–12 with 108:6–13

*61:title Heb. neginah

*67:title Heb. neginoth

*68:4 MT deserts;Tg. heavens(cf. v. 34 and Is. 19:1)

*68:23 LXX, Syr. Tg., Vg. you may dip your foot

*68:28 LXX, Syr. Tg., Vg. Command, O God

*69:title Heb. Shoshannim

*70:2 So with MT, LXX, Tg., Vg.; some Heb. mss., Syr. appalled(cf. 40:15)

*72:5 So with MT, Tg.; LXX, Vg. They shall continue

*73:7 Tg. face bulges; LXX, Syr., Vg. iniquity bulges

*74:title Heb. Maschil

*75:title Heb. Al Tashcheth

*76:title Heb. neginoth

*76:2 Jerusalem

*78:title Heb. Maschil

*80:title Heb. Shoshannim

*80:title Heb. Eduth

*80:11 The Mediterranean

*80:11 The Euphrates

*81:title Heb. Al Gittith

*82:1 Judges; Heb. elohim, lit. mighty onesor gods

*82:6 Judges; Heb. elohim, lit. mighty onesor gods

*84:title Heb. Al Gittith

*84:7 LXX, Syr., Vg. The God of gods shall be seen

*88:title Heb. Maschil

*89:title Heb. Maschil

*89:19 So with many Heb. mss.; MT, LXX, Tg., Vg. holy ones

*90:1 LXX, Tg., Vg. refuge

*91:3 One who catches birds in a trap or snare

*95:8 Or Meribah, lit. Strife, Contention

*95:8 Or Massah, lit. Trial, Testing

*97:12 Or His holiness

*100:3 So with Kt., LXX, Vg.; Qr., many Heb. mss., Tg. we are His

*103:16 Cf. Job 7:10

*104:18 Or rock hyraxes(cf. Lev. 11:5)

*106:3 LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg. those who do

*106:32 Or Meribah

*108:13 Cf. vv. 6–13 with 60:5–12

*109:6 Heb. satan

*109:10 So with MT, Tg.; LXX, Vg. be cast out

*118:14 Cf. Ex. 15:2

*119:37 So with MT, LXX, Vg.; Tg. Your words

*124:7 Persons who catch birds in a trap or snare

*132:6 Heb. Jaar, lit. Woods

*139:11 Vg., Symmachus cover

*139:14 So with MT, Tg.; LXX, Syr., Vg. You are fearfully wonderful

*139:20 LXX, Vg. They take Your cities in vain

*142:title Heb. Maschil

*143:9 LXX, Vg. To You I flee

*144:2 So with MT, LXX, Vg.; Syr., Tg. the peoples (cf. 18:47)

*145:5 So with MT, Tg.; DSS, LXX, Syr., Vg. They

*145:5 Lit. on the words of Your wondrous works

*145:13 So with MT, Tg.; DSS, LXX, Syr., Vg. add The LORD is faithful in all His words, And holy in all His works

*1:12 Or the grave

*1:21 LXX, Syr., Tg. top of the walls;Vg. the head of multitudes

*3:6 Or make smoothor straight

*3:8 Body, lit. navel

*3:8 Lit. drinkor refreshment

*4:18 Lit. light

*5:5 Or Sheol

*6:5 One who catches birds in a trap or snare

*6:22 Lit. it

*6:26 Wife of another, lit. a man’s wife

*7:22 LXX, Syr., Tg. as a dog to bonds;Vg. as a lamb … to bonds

*7:27 Or Sheol

*8:16 MT, Syr., Tg., Vg. righteousness;LXX, Bg., some mss. and editions earth

*8:30 A Jewish tradition one brought up

*9:18 Or Sheol

*10:21 Lit. heart

*11:5 Or make smoothor straight

*11:21 Lit. hand to hand

*12:4 Lit. A wife of valor

*12:11 Lit. heart

*13:23 Lit. what is swept away

*14:14 Lit. from above himself

*14:23 Lit. talk of the lips

*14:29 Lit. short of spirit

*15:11 Or Sheol

*15:11 Heb. Abaddon

*15:17 Or vegetables

*15:24 Or Sheol

*15:30 Lit. fat

*16:5 Lit. hand to hand

*17:1 Or sacrificial meals

*17:22 Or makes medicine even better

*17:23 Under cover, lit. from the bosom

*18:8 A Jewish tradition wounds

*18:24 So with Gr. mss., Syr., Tg., Vg.; MT may come to ruin

*19:16 Is reckless, lit. despises

*19:18 Lit. to put him to death;a Jewish tradition on his crying

*19:24 LXX, Syr. bosom;Tg., Vg. armpit

*20:2 Lit. fearor terror, produced by the king’s wrath

*20:14 Lit. evil, evil

*20:27 Lit. rooms of the belly

*20:30 Lit. rooms of the belly

*21:4 Or lamp

*21:6 LXX Pursue vanity on the snares of death;Vg. Is vain and foolish, and shall stumble on the snares of death;Tg. They shall be destroyed, and they shall fall who seek death

*21:7 Lit. drag them away

*21:8 Or The way of a man is perverse and strange;

*21:14 Under cover, lit. in the bosom

*21:29 Qr., LXX understands

*23:6 Lit. one who has an evil eye

*23:14 Or Sheol

*24:28 LXX, Vg. Do not deceive

*26:10 Heb. difficult in v. 10; ancient and modern translators differ greatly

*26:15 Cf. 19:24

*27:20 Or Sheol

*27:20 Heb. Abaddon

*29:10 Lit. soulor life

*29:11 Lit. spirit

*29:18 Or prophetic vision

*29:24 Lit. hears the adjurationor oath

*30:16 Or Sheol

*30:26 Or rock hyraxes

*30:28 Or lizard

*30:31 Or perhaps strutting rooster, lit., girded of waist

*30:31 A Jewish tradition a king against whom there is no uprising

*31:8 Lit. sons of passing away

*31:10 Vv. 10–31 are an alphabetic acrostic in Hebrew; cf. Ps. 119

*31:10 Lit. a wife of valor, in the sense of all forms of excellence

*1:2 Or Absurdity, Frustration, Futility, Nonsense; and so throughout the book

*2:8 Exact meaning unknown

*2:25 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; some Heb. mss., LXX, Syr. without Him

*3:21 LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg. Who knows whether the spirit … goes upward, and whether … goes downward to the earth?

*5:6 Lit. voice

*8:10 Some Heb. mss., LXX, Vg. praised

*9:2 LXX, Syr., Vg. good and bad, 

*9:14 LXX, Syr., Vg. bulwarks

*10:1 Tg., Vg. omit putrefy

*11:5 Or spirit

*12:6 So with Qr., Tg.; Kt. removed;LXX, Vg. broken

*12:11 Lit. masters of assemblies

*1:2 young woman from the town of Shulam or Shunem, Song 6:13. The speaker and audience are identified according to the number, gender, and person of the Hebrew words. Occasionally the identity is not certain.

*1:2 Masc. sing.: the Beloved

*1:4 Masc. sing.: the Beloved

*1:4 Fem. sing.: the Shulamite

*1:4 Masc. sing.: the Beloved

*1:4 Masc. sing.: the Beloved

*1:7 LXX, Syr., Vg. wanders

*1:11 Fem. sing.: the Shulamite

*2:17 Lit. Separation

*3:9 A portable enclosed chair

*6:12 Heb. Ammi Nadib

*6:13 Heb. Mahanaim

*7:9 LXX, Syr., Vg. lips and teeth.

*8:6 Or Sheol

*8:6 Lit. A flame of YAH, a poetic form of YHWH, the LORD

*1:17 Some ancient vss. the oppressed

*1:29 So with MT, LXX, Vg.; some Heb. mss., Tg. you

*3:6 Lit. hand

*7:3 Lit. A Remnant Shall Return

*7:14 Lit. God-With-Us

*7:20 The Euphrates

*8:1 Lit. Speed the Spoil, Hasten the Booty

*8:7 The Euphrates

*8:8 Lit. God-With-Us

*8:10 Heb. Immanuel

*9:3 So with Qr., Tg.; Kt., Vg. not increased joy;LXX Most of the people You brought down in Your joy

*10:16 So with Bg.; MT, DSS YHWH(the LORD)

*10:30 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX, Syr. Listen to her, O Anathoth

*11:15 So with MT, Vg.; LXX, Syr., Tg. dry up

*11:15 The Euphrates

*12:2 Ex. 15:2

*14:4 Or insolent

*14:12 Lit. Day Star

*15:2 Heb. bayith, lit. house

*15:4 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX, Syr. loins

*15:5 Or The Third Eglath, an unknown city, Jer. 48:34

*15:9 So with MT, Tg.; DSS, Vg. Dibon;LXX Rimon

*15:9 See preceding note

*17:2 So with MT, Vg.; LXX It shall be forsaken forever; Tg. Its cities shall be forsaken and desolate

*17:8 Heb. Asherim, Canaanite deities

*17:9 LXX Hivites; Tg. laid waste; Vg. as the plows

*17:9 LXX Amorites; Tg. in ruins; Vg. corn

*18:7 So with DSS, LXX, Vg.; MT omits From; Tg. To

*19:7 The Nile

*19:13 Ancient Memphis

*19:15 Cf. Is. 9:14–16

*19:18 Some Heb. mss., Arab., DSS, Tg., Vg. Sun; LXX Asedek, lit. Righteousness

*20:1 Or the Commander in Chief

*21:8 DSS Then the observer cried

*22:19 LXX omits he will pull you down; Syr., Tg., Vg. I will pull you down

*23:1 Heb. Kittim, western lands, especially Cyprus

*23:2 So with MT, Vg.; LXX, Tg. Passing over the water; DSS Your messengers passing over the sea

*23:3 The Nile

*23:10 The Nile

*26:4 Or Rock of Ages

*26:19 So with MT, Vg.; Syr., Tg. their dead bodies;LXX those in the tombs

*27:2 So with MT (Kittel’s Biblia Hebraica), Bg., Vg.; MT (Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia), some Heb. mss., LXX delight;Tg. choice vineyard

*27:9 Heb. Asherim, Canaanite deities

*27:12 The Euphrates

*29:1 Jerusalem, lit. Lion of God

*30:7 Lit. Rahab Sits Idle

*33:2 LXX omits their;Syr., Tg., Vg. our

*33:8 So with MT, Vg.; DSS witnesses;LXX omits cities;Tg. They have been removed from their cities

*36:2 A title, probably Chief of Staffor Governor

*36:11 Lit. Judean

*37:36 Or Angel

*38:11 Heb. YAH, YAH

*38:11 So with some Heb. mss.; MT, Vg. rest;LXXomits among the inhabitants of the world;Tg. land

*38:14 So with Bg.; MT, DSS Lord

*38:15 So with MT, Vg.; DSS, Tg. And shall I say to Him;LXX omits first half of this verse

*39:1 Berodach-Baladan, 2 Kin. 20:12

*40:3 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX omits in the desert

*40:6 So with MT, Tg.; DSS, LXX, Vg. I

*40:12 So with MT, LXX, Vg.; DSS read waters of the sea;Tg. reads waters of the world

*41:29 So with MT, Vg.; DSS, Syr., Tg. nothing;LXX omits first line

*45:2 DSS, LXX mountains;Tg. I will trample down the walls;Vg. I will humble the great ones of the earth

*48:16 Heb. verb is sing.; or Has sent Me and His Spirit

*49:5 Qr., DSS, LXX is gathered to Him;Kt. is not gathered

*49:17 DSS, LXX, Tg., Vg. builders

*49:24 So with MT, Tg.; DSS, Syr., Vg. the mighty;LXX unjustly

*51:23 Lit. your soul

*52:5 DSS Mock; LXX Marvel and wail;Tg. Boast themselves; Vg. Treat them unjustly

*52:15 Or startle

*53:9 Lit. heor He

*53:11 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; DSS, LXX From the labor of His soul He shall see light

*56:5 Lit. him

*57:8 Lit. hand, a euphemism

*62:4 Lit. My Delight Is in Her

*62:4 Lit. Married

*65:11 Lit. Troopor Fortune;a pagan deity

*65:11 Lit. Numberor Destiny;a pagan deity

*66:19 So with MT, Tg.; LXX Put(cf. Jer. 46:9)

*2:10 Heb. Kittim, representative of western cultures

*2:10 In northern Arabian desert, representative of eastern cultures

*2:16 Memphis in ancient Egypt

*2:18 The Euphrates

*10:13 Ps. 135:7

*11:5 Ex. 3:8

*12:5 Or thicket

*12:10 Lit. shepherdsor pastors

*13:4 Heb. Perath

*15:14 So with MT, Vg.; LXX, Syr., Tg. cause you to serve(cf. 17:4)

*17:2 Heb. Asherim, Canaanite deities

*17:8 Qr., Tg. see

*18:17 So with LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg.; MT look them in

*20:3 Lit. Fear on Every Side

*21:2 Heb. Nebuchadrezzar, and so elsewhere in the book

*21:4 Or Babylonians, and so elsewhere in the book

*22:11 Or Jehoahaz

*22:24 Or Jeconiahor Jehoiachin

*23:6 Heb. YHWH Tsidkenu

*23:33 LXX, Tg., Vg. ‘You are the burden.’

*25:26 A code word for Babylon, Jer. 51:41

*26:18 Lit. house

*26:18 Cf. Mic. 3:12

*27:1 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; some Heb. mss., Arab., Syr. Zedekiah(cf. 27:3, 12; 28:1)

*27:1 LXX omits v. 1.

*31:32 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX, Syr. and I turned away from them

*32:4 Lit. mouth to mouth

*32:22 Ex. 3:8

*33:4 Cf. Is. 22:10

*33:5 Cf. 2 Kin. 23:14

*33:16 Heb. YHWH Tsidkenu;cf. Jer. 23:5, 6

*34:3 Lit. mouth to mouth

*36:4 Lit. from Jeremiah’s mouth

*36:6 Lit. from my mouth

*36:17 Lit. with his mouth

*36:26 Or son of Hammelech

*36:27 Lit. from Jeremiah’s mouth

*36:32 Lit. from Jeremiah’s mouth

*38:1 Jehucal, Jer. 37:3

*38:2 Cf. 21:9

*38:6 Heb. Hammelech

*39:3 A title, probably Chief Officer;also v. 13

*39:3 A title, probably Troop Commander;also v. 13

*39:4 Or the Arabah;the Jordan Valley

*40:8 Jaazaniah, 2 Kin. 25:23

*43:12 So with MT, Tg.; LXX, Syr., Vg. He

*43:13 Lit. House of the Sun, ancient On; later called Heliopolis

*44:1 Ancient Memphis

*45:1 Lit. from Jeremiah’s mouth

*46:14 Ancient Memphis

*46:19 Ancient Memphis

*46:25 A sun god

*46:25 Ancient Thebes

*48:1 Heb. Misgab

*48:2 A city of Moab

*48:4 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX Proclaim it in Zoar

*48:6 Or Aroer, a city of Moab

*48:11 Heb. uses masc. and fem. pronouns interchangeably in this chapter.

*48:31 So with DSS, LXX, Vg.; MT He

*48:34 Or The Third Eglath, an unknown city, Is. 15:5

*49:1 Heb. Malcam, lit. their king;an Ammonite god, 1 Kin. 11:5; Molech, Lev. 18:21

*49:10 Cf. Obad. 5, 6

*49:16 Cf. Obad. 3, 4

*49:19 Or thicket

*49:27 Cf. Amos 1:4

*50:2 Or Marduk;a Babylonian god

*50:9 So with some Heb. mss., LXX, Syr.; MT, Tg., Vg. a warrior who makes childless

*50:29 Qr., some Heb. mss., LXX, Tg. add to her

*50:31 So with MT, Tg.; LXX, Vg. The time of your punishment

*50:38 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; Syr. sword;LXX omits A drought is

*50:44 Or thicket

*51:1 Lit. The Midst of Those Who Rise Up Against Me;a code word for Chaldea (Babylonia)

*51:16 Ps. 135:7

*51:41 A code word for Babylon, Jer. 25:26

*52:7 Or the Arabah;the Jordan Valley

*52:31 Or Awil-Marduk;lit. The Man of Marduk

*1:7 Vg. her Sabbaths

*1:8 LXX, Vg. movedor removed

*1:14 So with MT, Tg.; LXX, Syr., Vg. watched over

*2:20 Vg. a span long

*3:13 Lit. kidneys

*3:53 LXX put to death

*3:65 A Jewish tradition sorrow of

*4:7 Or nobles

*4:16 Tg. anger

*5:5 Lit. necks

*1:1 So with MT, LXX, Vg.; Syr., Tg. a vision

*1:3 Or Babylonians, and so elsewhere in the book

*1:20 Lit. living creature;LXX, Vg. spirit of life;Tg. creatures

*1:21 Lit. living creature;LXX, Vg. spirit of life;Tg. creatures

*1:22 So with LXX, Tg., Vg.; MT living creature

*5:7 So with MT, LXX, Tg., Vg.; many Heb. mss., Syr. but have done(cf. 11:12)

*5:15 LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg. you

*9:3 Lit. house

*10:3 Lit. house, also in vv. 4 and 18

*10:17 Lit. they

*10:17 Lit. they

*10:17 Lit. they

*11:19 Lit. you(pl.)

*11:24 Or Babylon, and so elsewhere in the book

*13:18 Lit. over all the joints of My hands; Vg. under every elbow; LXX, Tg. on all elbows of the hands

*16:43 So with LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg.; MT were agitated with Me

*16:50 Vg. you saw;LXX he saw; Tg. as was revealed to Me

*16:57 Heb. Aram;so with MT, LXX, Tg., Vg.; many Heb. mss., Syr. Edom

*17:7 So with LXX, Syr., Vg.; MT, Tg. one

*17:21 So with MT, Vg.; many Heb. mss., Syr. choice men;Tg. mighty men;LXX omits All his fugitives

*18:17 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX iniquity (cf. v. 8)

*19:7 LXX He stood in insolence;Tg. He destroyed its palaces;Vg. He learned to make widows

*19:10 Lit. blood, so with MT, Syr., Vg.; LXX like a flower on a pomegranate tree;Tg. in your likeness

*20:6 Ex. 3:8

*20:11 Lev. 18:5

*20:13 Lev. 18:5

*20:15 Ex. 3:8

*20:21 Lev. 18:5

*20:29 Lit. High Place

*20:46 Heb. Negev

*22:24 So with MT, Syr., Vg.; LXX showered upon

*22:25 So with MT, Vg.; LXX princes;Tg. scribes

*23:4 Lit. Her Own Tabernacle

*23:4 Lit. My Tabernacle Is in Her

*24:14 LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg. I

*26:7 Heb. Nebuchadrezzar, and so elsewhere in the book

*27:6 Heb. Kittim, western lands, especially Cyprus

*27:10 Heb. Lud

*27:10 Heb. Put

*29:3 The Nile

*29:5 So with MT, LXX, Vg.; some Heb. mss., Tg. buried

*29:7 So with MT, Vg.; LXX, Syr. hand

*29:10 Or the tower

*30:5 Heb. Put

*30:5 Heb. Lud

*30:13 Ancient Memphis

*30:14 Ancient Thebes

*30:15 Ancient Pelusium

*30:17 Ancient On, Heliopolis

*30:18 Tahpanhes, Jer. 43:7

*30:18 So with many Heb. mss., Bg., LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg.; MT refrained

*31:8 Or plane, Heb. armon

*38:2 Tg., Vg., Aquila the chief prince of Meshech, also v. 3

*38:5 Heb. Cush

*38:5 Heb. Put

*39:1 Tg., Vg., Aquila the chief prince of Meshech

*39:11 Lit. The Multitude of Gog

*39:14 Lit. those who pass through

*40:5 Lit. house

*40:44 Following Septuagint; Masoretic Text and Vulgate read eastern.

*41:1 Heb. heykal;the main room in the temple, the holy place, Ex. 26:33

*41:17 Lit. house;the Most Holy Place

*42:16 About 10.5 feet, Ezek. 40:5

*43:3 Some Heb. mss., Vg. He





*45:5 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX a possession, cities of dwelling

*47:19 Heb. Negev

*48:28 Heb. Negev

*48:35 Heb. YHWH Shammah

*1:11 Or Melzar, also in v. 16

*1:19 Lit. talked with them

*2:4 The original language of Dan. 2:4b through 7:28 is Aramaic.

*2:25 Lit. of the sons of the captivity

*2:32 Or sides

*2:33 Or baked clay, also vv. 34, 35, 42

*2:49 The king’s court

*3:25 Or a son of the gods

*3:28 Or angel

*4:16 Possibly seven years, and so in vv. 23, 25, and 32

*4:34 Lit. days

*5:12 Lit. untying knots, and so in v. 16

*5:13 Lit. of the sons of the captivity

*5:24 Lit. palm

*5:25 Lit. a mina(50 shekels) from the verb “to number”

*5:25 Lit. a shekelfrom the verb “to weigh”

*5:25 Lit. and half-shekelsfrom the verb “to divide”; pl. of Peres, v. 28

*5:28 Aram. Paras, consonant with Peres

*6:13 Lit. of the sons of the captivity

*6:18 Exact meaning unknown

*7:1 Lit. the head(or chief) of the words

*7:10 Or judgment

*7:17 Representing their kingdoms, v. 23

*7:25 Lit. wear out

*7:28 Lit. the word

*8:14 Lit. evening-mornings

*8:21 Lit. king, representing his kingdom, Dan. 7:17, 23

*8:25 Lit. hand

*8:25 Lit. hand

*9:24 Lit. sevens, and so throughout the chapter

*9:24 So with Qr., LXX, Syr., Vg.; Kt., Theodotion To seal up

*9:25 Or open square

*9:25 Or moat

*10:1 Or and of great conflict;

*10:4 Heb. Hiddekel

*10:16 Theodotion, Vg. the son;LXX a hand

*11:6 Lit. arm

*11:6 Lit. arm

*11:8 Or molded images

*11:14 Or robbers, lit. sons of breakage

*11:15 Lit. arms

*11:16 Lit. hand

*11:17 Or bring equitable terms

*11:22 Lit. arms

*11:30 Heb. Kittim, western lands, especially Cyprus

*11:31 Lit. arms

*11:37 Or gods

*1:6 Lit. No-Mercy

*1:6 Or That I may forgive them at all

*1:9 Lit. Not-My-People

*1:10 Heb. lo-ammi, v. 9

*2:1 Heb. Ammi, Hos. 1:9, 10

*2:1 Heb. Ruhamah, Hos. 1:6

*2:16 Heb. Ishi

*2:16 Heb. Baali

*2:22 Lit. God Will Sow

*2:23 Heb. lo-ruhamah

*2:23 Heb. lo-ammi

*3:1 Lit. friendor husband

*4:7 So with MT, LXX, Vg.; scribal tradition, Syr., Tg. They will change

*4:7 So with MT, LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg.; scribal tradition My glory

*4:14 Cf. Deut. 23:18

*4:18 Heb. difficult; a Jewish tradition Her rulers shamefully love, ‘Give!’

*6:7 Or like Adam

*7:6 So with MT, Vg.; Syr., Tg. Their anger; LXX Ephraim

*7:14 So with MT, Tg.; Vg. thought upon;LXX slashed themselves for(cf. 1 Kin. 18:28)

*7:14 So with MT, Syr., Tg.; LXX omits They rebel against Me;Vg. They departed from Me

*7:16 Or upward

*8:1 ram’s horn, Heb. shophar

*8:10 Or begin to diminish

*8:10 Or oracleor proclamation

*8:14 Or palaces

*9:8 One who catches birds in a trap or snare

*10:5 Lit. calves, images

*10:9 So with many Heb. mss., LXX, Vg.; MT unruliness

*10:10 Or in their two habitations

*11:2 So with MT, Vg.; LXX Just as I called them;Tg. interprets as I sent prophets to a thousand of them.

*11:2 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX from My face

*11:3 Some Heb. mss., LXX, Syr., Vg. My arms

*11:4 Lit. cords of a man

*11:4 Lit. jaws

*11:7 Or upward

*11:9 Or I will not enter a city

*11:12 Or holy ones

*12:3 Cf. Gen. 32:28

*13:2 Or those who offer human sacrifice

*13:9 Lit. itor he destroyed you

*13:9 Lit. in your help

*13:10 LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg. Where is your king?

*13:14 Or Sheol

*13:14 LXX where is your punishment?

*13:14 Or Sheol

*13:14 LXX where is your sting?

*13:16 LXX shall be disfigured

*14:2 Lit. bull calves;LXX fruit

*14:7 Lit. remembrance

*1:4 Exact identity of these locusts unknown

*1:18 LXX, Vg. are made desolate

*2:6 LXX, Tg., Vg. gather blackness

*2:8 Lit. his own highway

*2:8 That is, they are not halted by losses

*2:23 Or the teacher of righteousness

*2:25 Cf. 1:4

*3:8 Lit. Shebaites, Is. 60:6; Ezek. 27:22

*1:1 Cf. 2 Kin. 3:4

*2:7 Or trample on

*3:9 So with MT; LXX Assyria

*3:12 Heb. uncertain, possibly on the cover

*4:1 Lit. their mastersor their lords

*4:4 Or years, Deut. 14:28

*4:13 Or His

*5:26 A pagan deity

*5:26 LXX, Vg. tabernacle of Moloch

*5:26 A pagan deity

*6:10 Lit. bones

*6:13 Lit. Nothing

*6:13 Lit. Horns, a symbol of strength

*7:14 Cf. 2 Kin. 3:4

*8:4 Or trample on, Amos 2:7

*8:8 The Nile; some Heb. mss., LXX, Syr., Tg., Vg. River(cf. Amos 9:5); MT the light

*8:14 Or Ashima, a Syrian goddess

*9:2 Or Sheol

*9:5 The Nile

*9:11 Lit. booth;a figure of a deposed dynasty

*9:12 LXX mankind

*7 Or woundor plot

*12 Lit. On the day he became a foreigner

*19 Heb. Negev

*20 Heb. Negev

*21 Or deliverers

*1:5 Lit. from upon them

*3:3 Exact meaning unknown

*4:6 Heb. kikayon, exact identity unknown

*1:10 Lit. House of Dust

*1:11 Lit. Going Out

*1:12 Lit. was sick

*1:14 Lit. Possession of Gath

*1:14 Lit. Lie

*1:15 Lit. Inheritance

*2:5 Lit. one casting a surveyor’s line

*2:6 Lit. to these

*2:6 Vg. He shall not take shame

*2:12 Heb. Bozrah

*3:2 Lit. them

*3:12 Lit. house

*4:3 Cf. Is. 2:2–4

*5:14 Heb. Asherim, Canaanite deities

*5:15 obeyed

*6:5 Heb. Shittim, Num. 25:1; Josh. 2:1; 3:1

*6:14 Or Emptiness or Humiliation

*6:14 Tg., Vg. You shall take hold

*6:16 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX of nations

*7:11 Or the boundary shall be extended

*7:12 Lit. he, collective of the captives

*7:12 Heb. arey mazor, possibly cities of Egypt

*7:12 Heb. mazor, possibly Egypt

*7:12 The Euphrates

*7:15 Lit. him, collective for the captives

*7:19 Lit. their

*1:1 Or oracle, prophecy

*1:5 Tg. burns

*2:1 Vg. He who destroys

*2:3 Lit. the cypresses are shaken;LXX, Syr. the horses rush about;Vg. the drivers are stupefied

*2:7 Heb. Huzzab

*2:10 LXX, Tg., Vg. gather blackness;Joel 2:6

*2:13 Lit. her

*3:8 Ancient Thebes; Tg., Vg. populous Alexandria

*3:8 Lit. rivers, the Nile and the surrounding canals

*3:9 LXX her

*1:1 Or oracle, prophecy

*1:11 Lit. spiritor wind

*2:5 Or Sheol

*2:6 Syr., Vg. thick clay

*2:7 Lit. those who bite you

*2:13 Lit. for what satisfies fire, for what is of no lasting value

*2:15 Lit. Attachingor Joining

*2:16 DSS, LXX And reel!;Syr., Vg. And fall fast asleep!

*3:1 Exact meaning unknown

*3:9 Lit. tribesor rods, cf. v. 14

*3:19 Heb. YHWH Adonai

*1:3 Idols

*1:4 Heb. chemarim

*1:5 Or Malcam, an Ammonite god, 1 Kin. 11:5; Jer. 49:1; Molech, Lev. 18:21

*1:7 Lit. set apart, consecrated

*1:9 Cf. 1 Sam. 5:5

*1:11 A market district of Jerusalem, lit. Mortar

*1:12 Lit. on their lees;settledlike the dregs of wine

*2:1 Or shameless

*2:6 Underground huts or cisterns, lit. excavations

*3:8 LXX, Syr. for witness; Tg. for the day of My revelation for judgment; Vg. for the day of My resurrection that is to come

*3:15 So with Heb. mss., LXX, Bg. see; MT, Vg. fear

*1:4 Lit. house, and so in v. 8

*2:3 Lit. house, and so on in vv. 7 and 9

*2:7 Or the desire of all nations

*1:21 Lit. these

*4:9 Lit. house

*4:12 Lit. into the hands of

*5:6 Heb. ephah, a measuring container, and so elsewhere

*5:8 Lit. stone

*5:11 Babylon

*6:14 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; Syr. for Heldai(cf. v. 10); LXX for the patient ones

*7:2 Lit. they, cf. v. 5

*7:2 Or Sar-Ezer

*7:2 Heb. Bethel

*7:7 Heb. Negev

*8:17 Lit. his

*9:1 Or oracle, prophecy

*9:10 Ps. 72:8

*9:17 Or His

*9:17 Or His

*10:1 Spring rain

*10:2 Heb. teraphim

*10:4 Or despot

*10:11 The Nile

*11:3 Or floodplain, thicket

*11:7 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX for the Canaanites

*11:7 Or Grace

*11:7 Or Unity, and so in v. 14

*11:11 So with MT, Tg., Vg.; LXX the Canaanites

*12:1 Or oracle, prophecy

*12:11 Heb. Megiddon

*13:6 Or hands

*14:5 Or you; LXX, Tg., Vg. Him

*14:9 Cf. Deut. 6:4

*14:10 Lit. She

*14:21 Or on every pot … shall be engraved “HOLINESS TO THE LORD OF HOSTS”

*1:1 Or oracle, prophecy

*1:12 So with Bg.; MT Lord

*2:6 Or True instruction

*2:12 Talmud, Vg. teacher and student

*3:17 Lit. special treasure

*1:6 Words in italic type have been added for clarity. They are not found in the original Greek.

*1:7 NU Asaph

*1:10 NU Amos

*1:23 Words in oblique type in the New Testament are quoted from the Old Testament.

*1:25 NU a Son

*2:6 Mic. 5:2[image: ]

*2:15 Hos. 11:1[image: ]

*2:18 Jer. 31:15[image: ]

*3:3 Is. 40:3[image: ]

*3:11 M omits and fire

*3:16 Or he

*4:4 Deut. 8:3

*4:6 Ps. 91:11, 12[image: ]

*4:7 Deut. 6:16

*4:10 M Get behind Me

*4:10 Deut. 6:13

*4:16 Is. 9:1, 2[image: ]

*5:21 Ex. 20:13; Deut. 5:17

*5:22 NU omits without a cause

*5:27 NU, M omit to those of old

*5:27 Ex. 20:14; Deut. 5:18

*5:32 Or fornication

*5:38 Ex. 21:24; Lev. 24:20; Deut. 19:21

*5:43 Cf. Lev. 19:18

*5:44 NU But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you

*5:47 M friends

*5:47 NU Gentiles

*6:4 NU omits openly

*6:6 NU omits openly

*6:13 NU omits For Yours through Amen.

*6:18 NU, M omit openly

*7:14 NU, M How narrow … !

*8:15 NU, M Him

*8:17 Is. 53:4[image: ]

*8:28 NU Gadarenes

*8:31 NU send us

*9:8 NU were afraid

*9:13 Hos. 6:6

*9:13 NU omits to repentance

*9:14 NU brackets oftenas disputed.

*9:35 NU omits among the people

*9:36 NU, M harassed

*10:3 NU omits Lebbaeus, whose surname was

*10:4 NU Cananaean

*10:8 NU raise the dead, cleanse the lepers;M omits raise the dead

*10:25 NU, M Beelzebul;a Philistine deity, 2 Kin. 1:2, 3

*10:36 Mic. 7:6[image: ]

*11:2 NU byfor two of

*11:10 Mal. 3:1[image: ]

*11:19 NU works

*11:23 NU will you be exalted to heaven? No, you will be

*12:7 Hos. 6:6

*12:8 NU, M omit even

*12:15 NU brackets multitudes as disputed.

*12:21 Is. 42:1–4[image: ]

*12:22 NU omits blind and

*12:24 NU, M Beelzebul, a Philistine deity

*12:35 NU, M omit of his heart

*13:15 NU, M would

*13:15 Is. 6:9, 10[image: ]

*13:33 Gr. sata, same as a Heb. seah;approximately 2 pecks in all

*13:35 Ps. 78:2[image: ]

*13:51 NU omits Jesus said to them

*13:51 NU omits Lord

*13:52 Or for

*13:55 NU Joseph

*14:24 NU many furlongs away from the land

*14:30 NU brackets that and boisterous as disputed.

*14:33 NU omits came and

*14:34 NU to land at

*15:4 Ex. 20:12; Deut. 5:16

*15:4 Ex. 21:17

*15:6 NU omits or mother

*15:6 NU word

*15:8 NU omits draw near to Me with their mouth, And

*15:9 Is. 29:13

*15:39 NU Magadan

*16:3 NU omits Hypocrites

*16:4 NU omits the prophet

*16:8 NU have no bread

*16:19 Or will have been bound … will have been loosed

*17:4 NU I will

*17:11 NU omits first

*17:15 Lit. moonstruck

*17:20 NU little faith

*17:21 NU omits v. 21.

*17:22 NU gathering together

*17:24 NU Capharnaum, here and elsewhere

*17:27 Gr. stater, the exact amount to pay the temple tax (didrachma) for two

*18:11 NU omits v. 11.

*18:16 Deut. 19:15

*18:19 NU, M Again, assuredly, I say

*18:29 NU omits at his feet

*18:29 NU, M omit all

*18:35 NU omits his trespasses

*19:4 NU created

*19:4 Gen. 1:27; 5:2

*19:5 Gen. 2:24

*19:9 Or fornication

*19:16 NU omits Good

*19:17 NU Why do you ask Me about what is good?

*19:17 NU There is One who is good.

*19:19 Ex. 20:12–16; Deut. 5:16–20

*19:19 Lev. 19:18

*19:20 NU omits from my youth

*19:29 NU omits or wife

*20:6 NU omits idle

*20:7 NU omits the last clause of this verse.

*20:16 NU omits the last sentence of this verse.

*20:22 NU omits and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with

*20:23 NU omits and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with

*21:1 M Bethsphage

*21:4 NU omits All

*21:5 Zech. 9:9[image: ]

*21:7 NU and He sat

*21:9 Ps. 118:26[image: ]

*21:12 NU omits of God

*21:13 Is. 56:7

*21:13 Jer. 7:11

*21:16 Ps. 8:2[image: ]

*21:42 Ps. 118:22, 23[image: ]

*22:13 NU omits take him away, and

*22:30 NU omits of God

*22:32 Ex. 3:6, 15

*22:37 Deut. 6:5

*22:39 Lev. 19:18

*22:44 Ps. 110:1

*23:3 NU omits to observe

*23:8 NU omits the Christ

*23:14 NU omits v. 14.

*23:17 NU sanctified

*23:21 M dwelt

*23:25 M unrighteousness

*23:39 Ps. 118:26

*24:6 NU omits all

*24:7 NU omits pestilences

*24:15 Dan. 11:31; 12:11

*24:33 Or He

*24:36 NU adds nor the Son

*24:42 NU day

*24:48 NU omits his coming

*25:6 NU omits is coming

*25:13 NU omits the rest of v. 13.

*25:31 NU omits holy

*25:44 NU, M omit Him

*26:3 NU omits the scribes

*26:26 M gave thanks for

*26:28 NU omits new

*26:31 Zech. 13:7[image: ]

*26:42 NU if this may not pass away unless

*26:52 M die

*26:59 NU omits the elders

*26:60 NU puts a comma after but found none, does not capitalize Even, and omits they found none.

*26:60 NU omits false witnesses

*27:2 NU omits Pontius

*27:10 Jer. 32:6–9

*27:16 NU Jesus Barabbas

*27:24 NU omits just

*27:34 NU omits sour

*27:35 NU, M omit the rest of v. 35.

*27:35 Ps. 22:18[image: ]

*27:41 M with the scribes, the Pharisees, and the elders

*27:42 NU He is the King of Israel!

*27:42 NU, M we will believe in Him.

*27:46 Ps. 22:1[image: ]

*27:56 NU Joseph

*27:64 NU omits by night

*28:2 NU omits from the door

*28:9 NU omits as they went to tell His disciples

*28:19 M omits therefore

*28:20 NU omits Amen

*1:2 NU Isaiah the prophet

*1:2 Mal. 3:1[image: ]

*1:3 Is. 40:3[image: ]

*1:10 NU out of

*1:14 NU omits of the kingdom

*1:27 NU What is this? A new doctrine with authority!

*2:2 NU omits Immediately

*2:16 NU of the

*2:17 NU omits to repentance

*3:5 NU omits as whole as the other

*3:14 NU adds whom He also named apostles

*3:15 NU omits to heal sicknesses and

*3:16 NU and He appointed the twelve: Simon, …

*3:32 NU, M add and Your sisters

*4:4 NU, M omit of the air

*4:9 NU, M omit to them

*4:12 Is. 6:9, 10

*4:40 NU Have you still no faith?

*5:1 NU Gerasenes

*5:3 NU adds anymore

*5:13 NU And He gave

*6:11 NU whatever place

*6:11 NU omits the rest of v. 11.

*6:15 NU, M omit or

*6:20 NU was very perplexed, yet

*6:33 NU, M they

*6:36 NU something to eatand omits the rest of v. 36.

*6:44 NU, M omit about

*7:2 NU omits when

*7:2 NU omits they found fault

*7:7 Is. 29:13[image: ]

*7:8 NU omits the rest of v. 8.

*7:10 Ex. 20:12; Deut. 5:16

*7:10 Ex. 21:17

*7:16 NU omits v. 16.

*7:19 NU sets off the final phrase as Mark’s comment that Jesus has declared all foods clean.

*7:24 NU omits and Sidon

*8:14 NU, M they

*8:17 NU omits still

*8:26 NU “Do not even go into the town.”

*9:23 NU “‘If You can!’ All things.…”

*9:29 NU omits and fasting

*9:40 M against you is on your side.

*9:44 NU omits v. 44.

*9:46 NU omits the last clause of v. 45 and all of v. 46.

*9:48 Is. 66:24

*9:49 NU omits the rest of v. 49.

*10:6 Gen. 1:27; 5:2

*10:8 Gen. 2:24

*10:19 Ex. 20:12–16; Deut. 5:16–20

*10:24 NU omits for those who trust in riches

*10:29 NU omits or wife

*11:1 M Bethsphage

*11:4 NU, M a

*11:9 Ps. 118:26[image: ]

*11:10 NU omits in the name of the Lord

*11:17 Is. 56:7

*11:17 Jer. 7:11

*11:26 NU omits v. 26.

*12:4 NU omits and at him they threw stones

*12:11 Ps. 118:22, 23[image: ]

*12:26 Ex. 3:6, 15

*12:28 NU seeing

*12:30 Deut. 6:4, 5

*12:30 NU omits this sentence.

*12:31 Lev. 19:18

*12:33 NU omits with all the soul

*12:36 Ps. 110:1

*12:42 Gr. lepta, very small copper coins

*13:8 NU omits and troubles

*13:9 NU, M will stand

*13:11 NU omits or premeditate

*13:14 Dan. 11:31; 12:11

*13:14 NU omits spoken of by Daniel the prophet

*13:29 Or He

*14:19 NU omits this sentence.

*14:22 NU omits eat

*14:24 NU omits new

*14:27 NU omits because of Me this night

*14:27 Zech. 13:7

*14:65 NU received Him with slaps

*14:70 NU omits and your speech shows it.

*15:4 NU of which they accuse You

*15:8 NU going up

*15:28 Is. 53:12[image: ]

*15:28 NU omits v. 28.

*15:32 M believe Him

*15:34 Ps. 22:1[image: ]

*15:39 NU He thus breathed His last

*16:8 NU, M omit quickly

*16:18 NU and in their hands they will

*16:20 Vv. 9–20 are bracketed in NU as not in the original text. They are lacking in Codex Sinaiticus and Codex Vaticanus, although nearly all other mss. of Mark contain them.

*1:1 Or are most surely believed

*1:17 Mal. 4:5, 6[image: ]

*1:28 NU omits blessed are you among women

*1:29 NU omits when she saw him

*1:78 NU shall visit

*2:5 NU omits wife

*2:9 NU omits behold

*2:14 NU toward men of goodwill

*2:17 NU omits widely

*2:21 NU for His circumcision

*2:23 Ex. 13:2, 12, 15

*2:24 Lev. 12:8

*2:33 NU And His father and mother

*2:37 NU a widow until she was eighty-four

*2:38 NU to God

*2:40 NU omits in spirit

*2:43 NU And His parents

*3:2 NU, M in the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas

*3:6 Is. 40:3–5[image: ]

*3:19 NU his brother’s wife

*3:24 This and several other names in the genealogy are spelled somewhat differently in the NU-Text. Since the New King James Version uses the Old Testament spelling for persons mentioned in the New Testament, these variations, which come from the Greek have not been footnoted.

*4:1 NU in

*4:4 Deut. 8:3

*4:4 NU omits but by every word of God

*4:5 NU And taking Him up, he showed Him

*4:8 NU omits Get behind Me, Satan

*4:8 NU, M omit For

*4:8 Deut. 6:13

*4:11 Ps. 91:11, 12[image: ]

*4:12 Deut. 6:16

*4:18 NU omits to heal the brokenhearted

*4:19 Is. 61:1, 2[image: ]

*4:23 NU Capharnaum, here and elsewhere

*4:26 Gr. Sarepta

*4:41 NU omits the Christ

*4:44 NU Judea

*5:17 NU present with Him to heal

*5:30 NU But the Pharisees and their scribes

*5:33 NU omits Why do, making the verse a statement.

*5:36 NU No one tears a piece from a new garment and puts it on an old one

*5:38 NU omits and both are preserved

*5:39 NU omits immediately

*5:39 NU good

*6:1 NU on a Sabbath

*6:9 M to kill

*6:10 NU, M to him

*6:10 NU omits as whole as the other

*6:26 NU, M omit to you

*6:26 M omits all

*6:45 NU omits treasure of his heart

*6:48 NU for it was well built

*6:49 NU collapsed

*7:10 NU omits who had been sick

*7:19 NU the Lord

*7:27 Mal. 3:1[image: ]

*7:28 NU there is none greater than John;

*7:31 NU, M omit And the Lord said

*8:3 NU, M them

*8:10 Is. 6:9[image: ]

*8:26 NU Gerasenes

*8:27 NU who had demons and for a long time wore no clothes

*8:37 NU Gerasenes

*8:45 NU omits and those with him

*8:45 NU omits and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’

*8:48 NU omits be of good cheer

*8:49 NU adds anymore

*8:51 NU adds with Him

*8:51 NU, M Peter, John, and James

*8:54 NU omits put them all outside

*9:23 M omits daily

*9:35 NU This is My Son, the Chosen One

*9:50 NU you

*9:50 NU your

*9:54 NU omits just as Elijah did

*9:55 NU omits the rest of v. 55.

*9:56 NU omits the first sentence of this verse.

*10:1 NU seventy-two others

*10:11 NU our feet

*10:12 NU, M omit But

*10:15 NU will you be exalted to heaven? You will be thrust down to Hades!

*10:17 NU seventy-two

*10:20 NU, M omit rather

*10:22 M And turning to the disciples He said, “All …

*10:27 Deut. 6:5

*10:27 Lev. 19:18

*10:35 NU omits when he departed

*10:39 NU the Lord’s

*10:41 NU the Lord

*11:2 NU omits Ourand in heaven

*11:2 NU omits the rest of v. 2.

*11:4 NU omits But deliver us from the evil one

*11:11 NU omits the words from breadthrough forin the next sentence.

*11:15 NU, M Beelzebul

*11:29 NU omits the prophet

*11:44 NU omits scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites

*11:53 NU And when He left there

*11:54 NU omits and seekingand that they might accuse Him

*12:6 Gr. assarion, a coin worth about 1¼16 of a denarius

*12:15 NU all covetousness

*12:31 NU His kingdom, and these things

*12:39 NU he would not have allowed

*13:9 NU And if it bears fruit after that, well. But if not, you can cut it down.

*13:15 NU, M Hypocrites

*13:19 NU omits large

*13:21 Gr. sata, same as Heb. seah;approximately 2 pecks in all

*13:31 NU In that very hour

*13:35 NU, M omit assuredly

*13:35 Ps. 118:26

*14:3 NU adds or not

*14:5 NU, M son

*14:15 M dinner

*15:8 Gr. drachma, a valuable coin often worn in a ten-piece garland by married women

*15:22 NU Quickly bring

*16:6 Gr. batos, same as Heb. bath;8 or 9 gallons each

*16:7 Gr. koros, same as Heb. kor;10 or 12 bushels each

*16:9 NU it fails

*16:21 NU with what fell

*17:3 NU omits against you

*17:4 M omits to you

*17:9 NU ends verse with commanded;M omits him

*17:21 NU reverses hereand there

*17:23 NU reverses here and there

*17:36 NU, M omit v. 36.

*18:20 Ex. 20:12–16; Deut. 5:16–20

*18:28 NU our own

*19:5 NU omits and saw him

*19:13 Gr. mna, same as Heb. minah, each worth about three months’ salary

*19:29 M Bethsphage

*19:38 Ps. 118:26[image: ]

*19:45 NU those who were selling, 

*19:46 NU shall be

*19:46 Is. 56:7

*19:46 Jer. 7:11

*20:5 NU, M omit then

*20:17 Ps. 118:22[image: ]

*20:19 M but they were afraid

*20:23 NU omits Why do you test Me?

*20:30 NU omits the rest of v. 30.

*20:31 NU, M the seven also left no children

*20:37 Ex. 3:6, 15

*20:43 Ps. 110:1[image: ]

*21:4 NU omits for God

*21:8 NU omits Therefore

*21:36 NU may have strength

*22:14 NU omits twelve

*22:18 NU adds from now on

*22:31 NU omits And the Lord said

*22:37 Is. 53:12[image: ]

*22:44 NU brackets vv. 43 and 44 as not in the original text.

*22:57 NU denied it

*22:60 NU, M a rooster

*22:61 NU adds today

*22:64 NU And having blindfolded Him, they asked Him

*22:68 NU omits alsoand Me or let Me go.

*23:2 NU our

*23:6 NU omits of Galilee

*23:15 NU he sent Him back to us

*23:17 NU omits v. 17.

*23:23 NU omits and of the chief priests

*23:25 NU, M omit to them

*23:30 Hos. 10:8

*23:34 NU brackets the first sentence as a later addition.

*23:38 NU omits writtenand in letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew

*23:39 NU Are You not the Christ?

*23:42 NU And he said, “Jesus, remember me

*23:44 NU adds already

*23:45 NU obscured

*23:46 Ps. 31:5

*23:51 NU who was waiting

*24:1 NU omits and certain other women with them

*24:4 NU omits greatly

*24:12 NU omits lying

*24:13 Lit. 60 stadia

*24:17 NU walk? And they stood still, looking sad.

*24:40 Some printed New Testaments omit v. 40. It is found in nearly all Gr. mss.

*24:42 NU omits and some honeycomb

*24:46 NU written, that the Christ should suffer and rise

*24:49 NU omits of Jerusalem

*24:53 NU omits praising and

*24:53 NU omits Amen.

*1:5 Or overcome

*1:9 Or That was the true Light which, coming into the world, gives light to every man.

*1:11 That is, His own things or domain

*1:11 That is, His own people

*1:16 NU For

*1:18 NU only begotten God

*1:23 Is. 40:3[image: ]

*1:28 NU, M Bethany

*1:42 NU John

*1:51 NU omits hereafter

*2:17 NU, M will eat

*2:17 Ps. 69:9[image: ]

*2:22 NU, M omit to them

*3:13 NU omits who is in heaven

*3:15 NU omits not perish but

*4:42 NU omits the Christ

*5:2 NU Bethzatha

*5:4 NU omits waiting for the moving of the waterat the end of v. 3, and all of v. 4

*5:16 NU omits and sought to kill Him

*6:11 NU omits to the disciples, and the disciples

*6:19 Lit. 25 or 30 stadia

*6:22 NU omits that and which His disciples had entered

*6:31 Ex. 16:4; Neh. 9:15; Ps. 78:24

*6:45 Is. 54:13[image: ]

*6:45 M hears and has learned

*6:47 NU omits in Me

*6:55 NU true food and true drink

*6:69 NU You are the Holy One of God.

*7:1 That is, the ruling authorities

*7:8 NU omits yet

*7:16 NU, M So Jesus

*7:26 NU omits truly

*7:29 NU, M omit But

*7:33 NU, M omit to them

*7:39 NU who believed

*7:39 NU omits Holy

*7:40 NU some

*7:50 NU before

*7:52 NU is to rise

*7:53 NU brackets 7:53 through 8:11 as not in the original text. They are present in over 900 mss. of John.

*8:2 M very early

*8:4 M we found this woman

*8:5 M in our law Moses commanded

*8:5 NU, M to stone such

*8:5 M adds about her

*8:6 NU, M omit as though He did not hear

*8:7 M He looked up

*8:9 NU, M omit being convicted by their conscience

*8:10 NU omits and saw no one but the woman;M He saw her and said, 

*8:10 NU, M omit of yours

*8:11 NU, M add from now on

*8:38 NU heard from

*8:54 NU, M our

*8:59 NU omits the rest of v. 59.

*9:4 NU We

*9:8 NU a beggar

*9:9 NU “No, but he is like him.”

*9:11 NU omits the pool of

*9:35 NU Son of Man

*10:8 M omits before Me

*10:26 NU omits as I said to you

*10:34 Ps. 82:6

*10:38 NU understand

*11:18 Lit. 15 stadia

*11:30 NU adds still

*11:31 NU supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there

*11:41 NU omits from the place where the dead man was lying

*11:50 NU you

*12:1 NU omits who had been dead

*12:5 About one year’s wages for a worker

*12:7 NU that she may keep

*12:13 Ps. 118:26[image: ]

*12:15 Zech. 9:9[image: ]

*12:38 Is. 53:1[image: ]

*12:40 Is. 6:10

*12:41 NU because

*12:47 NU keep them

*13:2 NU And during supper

*13:18 NU My bread

*13:18 Ps. 41:9[image: ]

*13:25 NU, M add thus

*14:2 Lit. dwellings

*14:2 NU if it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?or if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.

*14:14 NU ask Me

*14:15 NU you will keep

*14:28 NU omits I said

*15:2 Or lifts up

*15:7 NU omits you will

*15:25 Ps. 69:4[image: ]

*16:3 NU, M omit to you

*16:4 NU their

*16:15 NU, M He takes of Mine and will declare it to you.

*16:33 NU, M omit will

*17:2 M shall

*17:11 NU, M keep them through Your name which You have given Me

*17:12 NU omits in the world

*17:12 NU in Your name which You gave Me. And I guarded them;(or it;)

*17:20 NU, M omit will

*18:15 M the other

*18:20 NU where all the Jews meet

*19:3 NU And they came up to Him and said

*19:7 NU the law

*19:16 NU omits and led Him away

*19:24 Ps. 22:18[image: ]

*19:28 M seeing

*19:36 Ex. 12:46; Num. 9:12; Ps. 34:20[image: ]

*19:37 Zech. 12:10[image: ]

*20:16 NU adds in Hebrew

*20:18 NU disciples, “I have seen the Lord, ”

*20:19 NU omits assembled

*20:29 NU, M omit Thomas

*21:3 NU omits immediately

*21:15 NU John

*21:16 NU John

*21:17 NU John

*1:8 NU My witnesses

*1:14 NU omits and supplication

*1:15 NU brethren

*1:20 Ps. 69:25

*1:20 Ps. 109:8[image: ]

*1:20 Gr. episkopen, position of overseer

*2:1 NU together

*2:21 Joel 2:28–32

*2:23 NU omits have taken

*2:28 Ps. 16:8–11[image: ]

*2:30 NU omits according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christand completes the verse with He would seat one on his throne.

*2:35 Ps. 110:1

*2:41 NU omits gladly

*2:47 NU omits to the church

*3:20 NU, M Christ Jesus, who was ordained for you before

*3:23 Deut. 18:15, 18, 19[image: ]

*3:24 NU, M proclaimed

*3:25 Gen. 22:18; 26:4; 28:14

*4:11 Ps. 118:22

*4:25 NU who through the Holy Spirit, by the mouth of our father, Your servant David, 

*4:26 Ps. 2:1, 2[image: ]

*4:36 NU Joseph

*5:23 NU, M omit outside

*5:24 NU omits the high priest

*5:25 NU, M omit saying

*5:41 NU the name;M the name of Jesus

*6:1 Greek-speaking Jews

*6:8 NU grace

*6:13 NU omits blasphemous

*7:3 Gen. 12:1

*7:7 Gen. 15:14

*7:7 Ex. 3:12

*7:14 Or seventy, Ex. 1:5

*7:28 Ex. 2:14

*7:30 NU omits of the Lord

*7:32 Ex. 3:6, 15

*7:34 Ex. 3:5, 7, 8, 10

*7:35 Ex. 2:14

*7:37 Deut. 18:15[image: ]

*7:37 NU, M omit Him you shall hear

*7:40 Ex. 32:1, 23

*7:43 Amos 5:25–27

*7:50 Is. 66:1, 2

*8:5 Or a

*8:33 Is. 53:7, 8

*8:37 NU, M omit v. 37. It is found in Western texts, including the Latin tradition.

*9:5 NU, M omit the last sentence of v. 5 and begin v. 6 with But arise and go

*9:17 M omits Jesus

*9:20 NU Jesus

*9:31 NU church … was edified.

*10:6 NU, M omit the last sentence of v. 6.

*10:21 NU, M omit who had been sent to him from Cornelius

*10:30 NU Four days ago to this hour, at the ninth hour

*10:32 NU omits the last sentence of v. 32.

*10:39 NU, M add also

*12:5 NU constantlyor earnestly

*12:25 NU, M to

*13:6 NU the whole island

*13:17 M omits Israel

*13:22 Ps. 89:20

*13:22 1 Sam. 13:14

*13:23 M for Israel salvation

*13:33 Ps. 2:7[image: ]

*13:34 Is. 55:3[image: ]

*13:35 Ps. 16:10[image: ]

*13:41 Hab. 1:5

*13:42 Or And when they went out of the synagogue of the Jews;NU And when they went out, they begged

*13:47 Is. 49:6[image: ]

*15:11 NU, M omit Christ

*15:17 Amos 9:11, 12

*15:18 NU (combining with v. 17) Says the Lord, who makes these things known from eternity (of old).

*15:20 Or fornication

*15:22 NU, M Barsabbas

*15:24 NU omits saying, “You must be circumcised and keep the law”

*15:29 Or fornication

*15:33 NU to those who had sent them

*15:34 NU, M omit v. 34.

*16:7 NU adds of Jesus

*17:5 NU omits who were not persuaded;M omits becoming envious

*17:18 NU, M add also

*17:26 NU omits blood

*18:7 NU Titius Justus

*18:17 NU they all

*18:21 NU omits I mustthrough Jerusalem

*19:13 NU I

*19:16 M and they overpowered

*19:16 NU both of them

*19:24 Gr. Artemis

*19:27 NU she be deposed from her magnificence

*19:37 NU our

*20:8 NU, M we

*20:24 NU But I do not count my life of any value or dear to myself

*20:28 M of the Lord and God

*20:34 NU, M omit Yes

*21:4 NU the disciples

*21:8 NU omits who were Paul’s companions

*21:22 NU What then is to be done? They will certainly

*21:25 NU omits that they should observe no such thing, except

*21:29 M omits previously

*22:9 NU omits and were afraid

*22:20 NU omits to his death

*23:5 Ex. 22:28

*23:9 NU what if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?omitting the last clause

*23:15 NU omits tomorrow

*23:30 NU there would be a plot against the man

*24:6 NU ends the sentence here and omits the rest of v. 6, all of v. 7, and the first clause of v. 8.

*24:9 NU, M joined the attack

*24:15 NU omits of the dead

*24:20 NU, M say what wrongdoing they found

*24:26 NU omits that he might release him

*25:2 NU chief priests

*25:16 NU omits to destruction, although it is implied

*26:17 NU, M omit now

*27:14 A southeast wind that stirs up broad waves; NU Euraquilon, a northeaster

*27:16 NU Cauda

*27:17 M Syrtes

*28:19 The ruling authorities

*28:25 NU your

*28:27 Is. 6:9, 10

*28:29 NU omits v. 29.

*1:16 NU omits of Christ

*1:17 Hab. 2:4

*1:29 NU omits sexual immorality

*1:31 NU omits unforgiving

*2:6 Ps. 62:12; Prov. 24:12

*2:17 NU But if

*2:24 Is. 52:5; Ezek. 36:22

*3:4 Ps. 51:4

*3:12 Ps. 14:1–3; 53:1–3; Eccl. 7:20

*3:13 Ps. 5:9

*3:13 Ps. 140:3

*3:14 Ps. 10:7

*3:17 Is. 59:7, 8

*3:18 Ps. 36:1

*3:22 NU omits and on all

*4:1 Or Abraham our(fore-) father according to the flesh has found?

*4:3 Gen. 15:6

*4:8 Ps. 32:1, 2

*4:17 Gen. 17:5

*4:18 Gen. 15:5

*4:22 Gen. 15:6

*5:1 Another ancient reading let us have peace

*7:7 Ex. 20:17; Deut. 5:21

*8:1 NU omits the rest of v. 1.

*8:26 NU omits for us

*8:36 Ps. 44:22

*9:3 Or relatives

*9:7 Gen. 21:12

*9:9 Gen. 18:10, 14

*9:12 Gen. 25:23

*9:13 Mal. 1:2, 3

*9:15 Ex. 33:19

*9:17 Ex. 9:16

*9:25 Hos. 2:23

*9:26 Hos. 1:10

*9:27 Is. 10:22, 23

*9:28 NU For the LORD will finish the work and cut it short upon the earth.

*9:29 Lit., in Heb., Hosts

*9:29 Is. 1:9

*9:31 NU omits of righteousness

*9:32 NU by works, omitting of the law

*9:33 Is. 8:14; 28:16[image: ]

*10:1 NU them

*10:5 Lev. 18:5

*10:6 Deut. 30:12

*10:7 Deut. 30:13

*10:8 Deut. 30:14

*10:11 Is. 28:16

*10:13 Joel 2:32

*10:15 NU omits preach the gospel of peace, Who

*10:15 Is. 52:7; Nah. 1:15

*10:16 Is. 53:1[image: ]

*10:18 Ps. 19:4

*10:19 Deut. 32:21

*10:20 Is. 65:1

*10:21 Is. 65:2

*11:3 1 Kin. 19:10, 14

*11:4 1 Kin. 19:18

*11:6 NU omits the rest of v. 6.

*11:8 Deut. 29:4; Is. 29:10

*11:10 Ps. 69:22, 23[image: ]

*11:22 NU adds of God

*11:26 Or delivered

*11:27 Is. 59:20, 21

*11:34 Is. 40:13; Jer. 23:18

*11:35 Job 41:11

*12:19 Deut. 32:35

*12:20 Prov. 25:21, 22

*13:9 NU omits “You shall not bear false witness.”

*13:9 Ex. 20:13–15, 17; Deut. 5:17–19, 21

*13:9 Lev. 19:18

*14:6 NU omits the rest of this sentence.

*14:9 NU omits and rose

*14:10 NU of God

*14:11 Is. 45:23

*14:18 NU this

*14:21 NU omits or is offended or is made weak

*14:22 NU The faith which you have—have

*14:23 M puts Rom. 16:25–27 here.

*15:3 Ps. 69:9[image: ]

*15:7 NU, M you

*15:9 2 Sam. 22:50; Ps. 18:49

*15:10 Deut. 32:43

*15:11 Ps. 117:1

*15:12 Is. 11:10[image: ]

*15:14 M others

*15:21 Is. 52:15

*15:24 NU omits I shall come to youand joins Spainwith the next sentence.

*15:29 NU omits of the gospel

*16:5 NU Asia

*16:11 Or relative

*16:16 NU All the churches

*16:18 NU, M omit Jesus

*16:24 NU omits v. 24.

*16:27 M puts Rom. 16:25–27 after Rom. 14:23.

*1:19 Is. 29:14

*1:23 NU Gentiles

*1:31 Jer. 9:24

*2:1 NU mystery

*2:4 NU omits human

*2:9 Is. 64:4

*2:13 NU omits Holy

*2:16 Is. 40:13

*3:19 Job 5:13

*3:20 Ps. 94:11

*4:3 Lit. day

*5:1 NU omits named

*5:5 NU omits Jesus

*5:7 NU omits for us

*5:13 Deut. 17:7; 19:19; 22:21, 24; 24:7

*6:9 catamites, those submitting to homosexuals

*6:16 Gen. 2:24

*6:20 NU ends v. 20 at body.

*7:34 M adds also

*7:37 Or virgin daughter

*7:38 NU his own virgin

*9:9 Deut. 25:4

*9:18 NU omits of Christ

*9:20 NU adds though not being myself under the law

*9:21 NU God’s law

*9:21 NU Christ’s law

*9:22 NU omits as

*10:7 Ex. 32:6

*10:11 NU omits all

*10:23 NU omits for me

*10:23 NU omits for me

*10:26 Ps. 24:1

*10:28 NU omits the rest of v. 28.

*10:28 Ps. 24:1

*11:15 M omits to her

*11:24 NU omits Take, eat

*11:24 NU omits broken

*11:27 NU, M the blood

*11:29 NU omits in an unworthy manner

*11:29 NU omits Lord’s

*12:2 NU, M add when

*12:9 NU one

*12:13 NU omits into

*12:31 NU greater

*13:3 NU so I may boast

*14:5 NU and

*14:21 Is. 28:11, 12

*14:25 NU omits And thus

*14:34 NU omits your

*14:38 NU if anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized.

*15:27 Ps. 8:6[image: ]

*15:32 Is. 22:13

*15:39 NU, M omit of flesh

*15:45 Gen. 2:7

*15:47 NU omits the Lord

*15:49 M let us also bear

*15:54 Is. 25:8

*15:55 Hos. 13:14

*15:55 NU O Death, where is your victory? O Death, where is your sting?

*16:22 Gr. anathema

*16:22 Aram. Marana tha;possibly Maran atha, Our Lord has come

*1:10 NU shall

*1:11 M your behalf

*2:10 NU For indeed, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes

*2:17 M the rest

*3:6 Or spirit

*4:13 Ps. 116:10

*6:2 Is. 49:8[image: ]

*6:16 NU we

*6:16 Lev. 26:12; Jer. 32:38; Ezek. 37:27

*6:17 Is. 52:11; Ezek. 20:34, 41

*6:18 2 Sam. 7:14

*8:4 NU, M omit that we would receive, thus changing text to urgency for the favor and fellowship .…

*8:15 Ex. 16:18

*8:16 NU has put

*8:24 NU, M omit and

*9:4 NU this confidence.

*9:9 Ps. 112:9

*9:10 NU Now He who supplies … will supply .…

*10:7 NU even as we are.

*10:8 NU omits us

*10:17 Jer. 9:24

*11:3 NU adds and purity

*11:6 NU omits been

*12:1 NU necessary, though not profitable, to boast.

*12:11 NU omits in boasting

*12:19 NU You have been thinking for a long time .…

*13:1 Deut. 19:15

*13:2 NU omits I write

*13:7 NU we

*1:18 NU Cephas

*2:11 NU Cephas

*2:14 NU how can you

*2:14 Some interpreters stop the quotation here.

*3:1 NU omits that you should not obey the truth

*3:1 NU omits among you

*3:6 Gen. 15:6





*3:8 Gen 12:3; 18:18; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14

*3:10 Deut. 27:26

*3:11 Hab. 2:4

*3:12 Lev. 18:5

*3:13 Deut. 21:23

*3:16 Gen. 12:7; 13:15; 24:7

*3:17 NU omits in Christ

*4:4 Or made

*4:7 NU through God and omits through Christ

*4:15 NU Where

*4:24 NU, M omit the

*4:27 Is. 54:1

*4:30 Gen. 21:10

*5:1 NU For freedom Christ has made us free; stand fast therefore, 

*5:14 Lev. 19:18

*5:19 NU omits adultery

*5:21 NU omits murders

*6:14 Or by which (the cross)

*1:10 NU, M omit both

*1:14 NU which

*1:18 NU, M hearts

*3:9 NU, M stewardship(dispensation)

*3:9 NU omits through Jesus Christ

*3:14 NU omits of our Lord Jesus Christ

*4:6 NU omits you;M us

*4:8 Ps. 68:18[image: ]

*4:9 NU omits first

*4:17 NU omits the rest of

*4:25 Zech. 8:16

*4:26 Ps. 4:4

*5:5 NU For know this

*5:9 NU light

*5:21 NU Christ

*5:30 NU omits the rest of v. 30.

*5:31 Gen. 2:24

*6:3 Deut. 5:16

*6:9 NU He who is both their Master and yours

*6:12 NU rulers of this darkness, 

*1:1 Lit. overseers

*1:16 NU reverses vv. 16 and 17.

*1:23 NU, M But

*1:28 NU of your salvation

*3:3 NU, M who worship in the Spirit of God

*3:16 NU omits ruleand the rest of v. 16.

*4:3 NU, M Yes

*4:13 NU Him who

*4:23 NU your spirit.

*1:2 NU omits and the Lord Jesus Christ.

*1:6 NU, M add and growing

*1:14 NU, M omit through His blood

*1:27 M who

*2:2 NU omits both of the Father and

*2:7 NU omits in it

*2:11 NU omits of the sins

*2:18 NU omits not

*2:20 NU, M omit Therefore

*3:24 NU omits for

*4:8 NU you may know our circumstances and he may

*4:12 NU fully assured

*4:13 NU concern

*4:15 NU Nympha … her house.

*1:1 NU omits from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ

*2:2 NU, M omit even

*2:11 NU, M implored

*4:8 NU who also gives

*4:14 Or those who through Jesus sleep

*5:27 NU omits holy

*1:10 NU, M have believed

*2:2 NU the Lord

*2:3 NU lawlessness

*2:4 NU omits as God

*2:7 Or he

*2:7 Or he

*3:6 NU, M they

*1:17 NU the only God, 

*2:7 NU omits in Christ

*3:1 Lit. overseer

*3:3 NU omits not greedy for money

*3:16 NU Who

*4:10 NU we labor and strive, 

*4:12 NU omits in spirit

*5:4 NU, M omit good and

*5:16 NU omits man or

*5:18 Deut. 25:4

*5:18 Luke 10:7

*6:5 NU, M constant friction

*6:5 NU omits the rest of v. 5.

*6:7 NU omits and it is certain

*1:1 NU, M Christ Jesus

*1:11 NU omits of the Gentiles

*1:18 to me from Vg., a few Gr. mss.

*2:3 NU You must share

*2:7 NU the Lord will give you

*2:19 NU, M the Lord

*4:1 NU omits therefore

*4:1 NU and byfor at

*4:22 NU omits Jesus Christ

*1:4 NU and Christ Jesus

*1:7 Lit. overseer

*2:7 NU omits incorruptibility

*2:8 NU, M us

*2 NU our sister Apphia

*6 NU, M us

*7 NU had

*7 M thanksgiving

*12 NU back to you in person, that is, my own heart, 

*1:3 NU omits by Himself

*1:3 NU omits our

*1:5 Ps. 2:7

*1:5 2 Sam. 7:14

*1:6 Deut. 32:43 (LXX, DSS); Ps. 97:7

*1:7 Ps. 104:4

*1:9 Ps. 45:6, 7[image: ]

*1:12 Ps. 102:25–27

*1:13 Ps. 110:1

*2:7 NU, M omit the rest of v. 7.

*2:8 Ps. 8:4–6

*2:12 Ps. 22:22

*2:13 2 Sam. 22:3; Is. 8:17

*2:13 Is. 8:18

*3:6 NU omits firm to the end

*3:11 Ps. 95:7–11

*3:15 Ps. 95:7, 8

*4:2 NU, M profit them, since they were not united by faith with those who heeded it

*4:3 Ps. 95:11

*4:4 Gen. 2:2

*4:5 Ps. 95:11

*4:7 Ps. 95:7, 8

*5:5 Ps. 2:7[image: ]

*5:6 Ps. 110:4[image: ]

*6:3 M let us do

*6:6 Or and have fallen away

*6:10 NU omits labor of

*6:14 Gen. 22:17

*6:18 M omits might

*7:14 NU priests

*7:17 NU it is testified

*7:17 Ps. 110:4[image: ]

*7:21 NU ends the quotation after forever.

*7:21 Ps. 110:4

*8:5 Ex. 25:40

*8:12 NU omits and their lawless deeds

*8:12 Jer. 31:31–34

*9:11 NU that have come

*9:20 Ex. 24:8

*10:7 Ps. 40:6–8[image: ]

*10:9 NU, M omit O God

*10:16 Jer. 31:33[image: ]

*10:17 Jer. 31:34[image: ]

*10:30 Deut. 32:35

*10:30 NU omits says the Lord

*10:30 Deut. 32:36

*10:34 NU the prisonersinstead of me in my chains

*10:34 NU omits in heaven

*10:37 Or that which

*10:38 NU My just one

*10:38 Hab. 2:3, 4[image: ]

*11:5 Gen. 5:24

*11:11 NU omits she bore a child

*11:13 NU, M omit were assured of them

*11:18 Gen. 21:12[image: ]

*11:26 NU, M of

*11:37 NU omits were tempted

*12:6 Prov. 3:11, 12

*12:7 NU, M It is for discipline that you endure; God .…

*12:18 NU to that which

*12:18 NU gloom

*12:20 NU, M omit the rest of v. 20.

*12:20 Ex. 19:12, 13

*12:21 Deut. 9:19

*12:26 NU will shake

*12:26 Hag. 2:6

*12:28 M omits may

*13:5 Deut. 31:6, 8; Josh. 1:5

*13:6 Ps. 118:6

*13:9 NU, M away

*13:21 NU, M us

*1:19 NU Know this or This you know

*1:26 NU omits among you

*2:8 Lev. 19:18

*2:11 Ex. 20:14; Deut. 5:18

*2:11 Ex. 20:13; Deut. 5:17

*2:18 NU omits your

*2:18 NU omits my

*2:20 NU useless

*2:23 Gen. 15:6

*3:3 NU Now if

*3:12 NU Neither can a salty spring produce fresh water.

*4:2 NU, M omit Yet

*4:4 NU omits Adulterers and

*4:6 Prov. 3:34

*4:12 NU adds and Judge

*4:12 NU, M But who

*4:12 NU a neighbor

*4:13 M let us

*5:4 Lit., in Heb., Hosts

*5:5 NU omits as

*5:9 NU, M judged

*5:12 M hypocrisy

*5:16 NU Therefore confess your sins

*5:20 NU his soul

*1:8 M known

*1:12 NU, M you

*1:16 Lev. 11:44, 45; 19:2; 20:7

*1:22 NU omits through the Spirit

*1:23 NU omits forever

*1:24 NU all its glory

*1:25 Is. 40:6–8

*2:2 NU adds up to salvation

*2:6 Is. 28:16[image: ]

*2:7 NU to those who disbelieve

*2:7 Ps. 118:22

*2:8 Is. 8:14[image: ]

*2:21 NU you

*2:21 NU, M you

*2:22 Is. 53:9[image: ]

*2:25 Gr. Episkopos

*3:8 NU humble

*3:12 Ps. 34:12–16

*3:14 Is. 8:12

*3:15 NU Christ as Lord

*3:18 NU, M you

*3:20 NU, M when the longsuffering of God waited patiently

*4:1 NU omits for us

*4:3 NU time

*4:8 Prov. 10:12

*4:14 NU omits the rest of v. 14.

*4:16 NU name

*4:18 Prov. 11:31

*5:2 NU adds according to God

*5:5 Prov. 3:34

*5:8 NU, M omit because

*5:10 NU But the God of all grace … will perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.

*5:10 NU, M you

*1:19 Or We also have the more sure prophetic word

*1:20 Or origin

*1:21 NU but men spoke from God

*2:3 M will not

*2:17 NU and mists

*2:17 NU omits forever

*2:18 NU are barely escaping

*2:22 Prov. 26:11

*3:2 NU, M commandment of the apostles of your Lord and Savioror commandment of your apostles of the Lord and Savior

*3:9 NU you

*3:10 NU laid bare, lit. found

*1:4 NU, M our

*2:7 NU Beloved

*2:7 NU omits from the beginning

*2:18 NU omits the

*2:20 NU you all know.

*2:27 NU you abide

*2:28 NU if

*3:1 NU adds And we are.

*3:1 M you

*3:14 NU omits his brother

*3:19 NU we shall know

*3:23 M omits us

*4:3 NU omits thatand Christ has come in the flesh

*4:19 NU omits Him

*4:20 NU he cannot

*5:4 M your

*5:8 NU, M omit the words from in heaven(v. 7) through on earth(v. 8). Only 4 or 5 very late mss. contain these words in Greek.

*5:9 NU God, that

*5:13 NU omits the rest of v. 13.

*5:18 NU him

*3 NU, M us

*8 NU you

*8 NU you

*9 NU goes ahead

*4 NU the truth

*5 NU adds especially

*8 NU support

*11 NU, M omit but

*1 NU beloved

*4 NU omits God

*12 NU, M along

*22 NU who are doubting(or making distinctions)

*23 NU adds and on some have mercy with fear and omits with fearin first clause.

*24 M them

*25 NU To the only God our Savior

*25 NU omits Who … is wiseand adds Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

*25 NU adds Before all time, 

*1:5 NU loves us and freed;M loves us and washed

*1:6 NU, M a kingdom

*1:8 NU, M omit the Beginning and the End

*1:8 NU, M add God

*1:9 NU, M omit both

*1:11 NU, M omit “I amthrough third and

*1:11 NU, M omit which are in Asia

*1:17 NU, M omit to me

*1:19 NU, M Therefore, write

*1:20 NU, M omit which you saw

*2:15 NU, M likewisefor which thing I hate

*2:19 NU, M faith, service

*2:20 NU, M I have against you that you tolerate

*2:20 M your wife Jezebel

*2:20 NU, M and teaches and seduces

*2:21 NU, M time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her sexual immorality.

*2:22 NU, M her

*2:24 NU, M omit and

*2:24 NU, M omit will

*2:27 Ps. 2:9

*3:2 NU, M My God

*3:4 NU, M Nevertheless you have a few names in Sardis

*3:7 Is. 22:22

*3:8 NU, M which no one can shut

*3:11 NU, M omit Behold

*3:14 NU, M in Laodicea

*3:16 NU, M hot nor cold

*4:3 M omits And He who sat there was, making the following description in v. 3 modify the throne rather than God.

*4:4 NU, M robes, with crowns

*4:5 NU, M voices, and thunderings.

*4:5 M omits the

*4:6 NU, M add something like

*4:8 M has holynine times.

*4:11 NU, M our Lord and God

*4:11 NU, M existed

*5:4 NU, M omit and read

*5:5 NU, M omit to loose

*5:6 NU, M I saw in the midst … a Lamb standing

*5:10 NU, M them

*5:10 NU a kingdom

*5:10 NU, M they

*5:13 M adds Amen

*5:14 NU, M omit twenty-four

*5:14 NU, M omit Him who lives forever and ever

*6:1 NU, M seven seals

*6:3 NU, M omit and see

*6:6 Gr. choinix, about 1 quart

*6:6 About 1 day’s wage for a worker

*6:12 NU, M omit behold

*6:12 NU, M the whole moon

*6:15 NU, M the commanders, the rich men, 

*7:5 NU, M were sealedis stated only in vv. 5a and 8c; the words are understood in the remainder of the passage.

*7:14 NU, M My lord

*7:17 NU, M to fountains of the waters of life

*8:7 NU, M add and a third of the earth was burned up

*8:13 NU, M eagle

*9:19 NU, M the power of the horses

*9:21 NU, M drugs

*10:4 NU, M sounded, 

*10:4 NU, M omit to me

*10:5 NU, M right hand

*10:11 NU, M they

*11:1 NU, M omit And the angel stood

*11:4 NU, M Lord

*11:8 NU, M their

*11:9 NU, M nations see … and will not allow

*11:12 M I

*11:15 NU, M kingdom … has become

*11:17 NU, M omit and who is to come

*11:19 M the covenant of the Lord

*12:8 M him

*12:17 NU, M omit Christ

*13:1 NU he

*13:1 NU, M ten horns and seven heads

*13:5 M make war

*13:7 NU, M add and people

*13:14 M my own people

*13:17 NU, M omit or

*14:1 NU, M the

*14:1 NU, M add His name and

*14:4 M adds by Jesus

*14:5 NU, M falsehood

*14:5 NU, M omit before the throne of God.

*14:8 NU Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, which has made;M Babylon the great is fallen. She has made

*14:12 NU, M omit here are those

*14:13 NU, M omit to me

*14:15 NU, M omit for You

*15:2 NU, M omit over his mark

*15:3 NU, M nations

*15:5 NU, M omit behold

*16:1 NU, M seven bowls

*16:5 NU, M omit O Lord

*16:5 NU, M who was, the Holy One

*16:6 NU, M omit For

*16:7 NU, M omit another from

*16:14 NU, M omit of the earth and

*16:16 Lit. Mount Megiddo;M Megiddo

*17:1 NU, M omit to me

*17:4 M the filthiness of the fornication of the earth

*17:8 NU, M and shall be present

*17:16 NU, M saw, and the beast

*18:2 NU, M omit mightily

*18:5 NU, M have been heaped up

*18:6 NU, M omit to you

*18:8 NU, M has judged

*18:14 NU, M been lost to you

*18:20 NU, M saints and apostles

*19:1 NU, M add something like

*19:1 NU, M omit the Lord

*19:5 NU, M omit both

*19:6 NU, M our

*19:12 M adds names written, and

*19:14 NU, M pure white linen

*19:15 M adds two-edged

*19:17 NU, M the great supper of God

*19:18 NU, M both free

*20:4 M the

*20:10 NU, M add also

*20:12 NU, M the throne

*20:14 NU, M add the lake of fire.

*21:2 NU, M omit John

*21:5 NU, M omit to me

*21:6 M omits It is done

*21:7 M overcomes, I shall give him these things

*21:8 M adds and sinners, 

*21:9 NU, M omit to me

*21:9 M I will show you the woman, the Lamb’s bride.

*21:10 NU, M omit the greatand read the holy city, Jerusalem

*21:14 NU, M twelve names

*21:23 NU, M omit in it

*21:23 M the very glory

*21:24 NU, M omit of those who are saved

*21:24 M the glory and honor of the nations to Him

*21:26 M adds that they may enter in.

*21:27 NU, M anything profane, nor one who causes

*22:1 NU, M omit pure

*22:6 NU, M spirits of the prophets

*22:8 NU, M am the one who heard and saw

*22:9 NU, M omit For

*22:11 NU, M do right

*22:13 NU, M the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.

*22:14 NU wash their robes, 

*22:15 NU, M omit But

*22:18 NU, M omit For

*22:18 M may God add

*22:19 M may God take away

*22:19 NU, M tree of life

*22:21 NU with all;M with all the saints
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