| | | | | peanuts, chocolate, and fruit. | | | |
| | | | | We walked up the steep high street of Guildford (which Charles Dickens called ''the loveliest in the entire kingdom") to a sports shop. Andrea now was old enough to carry a rucksack, and we needed to buy her a good one. It was nearly eleven o'clock by the time we headed out of town, down the towpath by the canal, across a footbridge, and up into the hills. | | | |
| | | | | Below us, a short distance across the valley, we could see the hamlet of Shalford Common. In the seventeenth century, there was a year-round market and fair in this village. John Bunyan, author of The Pilgrim's Progress, knew this village, and some scholars think he may have used its marketplace as an inspiration for his description of Vanity Fair. The main character of Bunyan's book is Christian, who with a fellow pilgrim must pass through Vanity Fair on his way to the Celestial City. | | | |
| | | | | [At Vanity Fair] are all such merchandise sold, as houses, lands, trades, places, honours, preferments, titles, countries, kingdoms, lusts, pleasures, and delights of all sorts, as whores, bawds, wives, husbands, children, masters, servants, lives, blood, bodies, souls, silver, gold, pearls, precious stones, and what not. . . . | | | |
| | | | | The Prince of Princes himself, when here, went through this Town to his own country, and that upon a fair-day too. Yea, and as I think it was Beelzebub, the chief lord of this Fair, that invited him to buy of his vanities; yea, and would have made him lord of the Fair, would he but have done him [Beelzebub] reverence as he went through the town. Yea, because he was such a person of honour, Beelzebub led him from street to street, and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a little time, that he might if possible allure that Blessed One, to cheapen and buy some of his vanities. | | | |
| | | | | [People of the town take notice as Christian and his fel- | | | |
|