| | | | | us we reject, we despise, we condemn, knowing that this is not what we seek, although we do not yet know it as it is. | | | |
| | | | | "So there is in us what I might call a kind of learned ignorance (docta ignorantia)[an ignorance that is] 'learned' because it is instructed by the Holy Spirit, who helps our weakness. For while the Apostle had said: If we hope for what we do not see, we await it with patience, yet he adds there: Likewise the Spirit helps our weakness; for we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit itself intercedes for us with unutterable groanings." | | | |
| | | | | 7. Commentary on the Song of Songs, Homily 1 (on ch. 1, v. 3); trans. Casimir McCambley (Brookline, Mass. 02146: Hellenic College Press, 1987), p. 53. Greek text in PG 44.781,784, and in H. Langerbeck, ed., in vol. 6 (Leiden, 1960), of W. Jaeger, ed., Opera, pp. 3637. Gregory repeats this theme frequently in relation to other texts of this book. | | | |
| | | | | 8. Gregory of Nyssa, loc. cit. | | | |
| | | | | 9. Epist. 1; PG 3.1065A. | | | |
| | | | | 10. De theologia mystica, 3; PG 3.1033C. | | | |
| | | | | 11. Scriptum super Sententiis 1, d. 8, q. 1, a. 1 ad 4. Toward the start of his Summa theologiae (1.3.prol.) he says: "Because we cannot know what God is (quid sit) but rather what God is not (quid non sit), we cannot consider how God is (quomodo sit) but rather how God is not (quomodo non sit)." | | | |
| | | | | 12. See 2 Cor 12:24: ". . .He heard things that cannot be told, that man may not utter.' | | | |
| | | | | 13. Spiritual Canticle 7; trans. E. Allison Peers, The Complete Works of Saint John of the Cross 2 (westminster, Md.: Newman, 1945), p. 53. The Spanish text may be found in St. John of the Cross: Poems, trans. Roy Campbell (Baltimore: Penguin Books, 1960) p. 32. Campbell translates the phrase as: "Babbling I know not what. . . ." | | | |
| | | | | 14. See Aquinas, Summa theologiae 2-2, q. 2, a. 2, and 1, q. 43, aa. 35. Cf. Augustine, Sermones ad populum, s. 144.2 (PL 38.788), and Tractatus in Iohannem, tr. 29.6 (CCL 36.287; PL. 35.1631). | | | |
| | | | | 15. Summa theologiae 2-2, q. 1, a. 2 ad 2. | | | |
| | | | | 16. ibid., a. 4 ad 4. | | | |
| | | | | 17. Much of the material in this section is based on a section of my article, "Changing Church Teachings," Grail: An Ecumenical Journal 6 (1990) 1340. | | | |
| | | | | 18. See Walter Principe, "The Hermeneutic of Roman Catholic | | | |
|