| | | | | across a small bridge bearing a sign, "Beware! of Trolls." Engraved in the bridge's planks are the names of the community's childrenBen, Misha, Hannah, Eli, Chris, Rachel, Marah. | | | |
| | | | | Beyond the bridge is a retreat shack tucked in the woods, where members of the community come from time to time to pray, rest, or write. And beyond the shack is a grove of tall pines that contains a small cemetery. It is holy ground, a place of honor for men largely despised by this worldrefugees, homeless men, death-row prisoners executed by the state. Here they are embraced by the trees and warmed by a blazing sun. | | | |
| | | | | Outside a large shed nearby are scattered several bicycles in all sizes. Inside hangs a homemade hot-air balloon, constructed by Don out of bamboo and sheets of black plastic. His first such creation took off into the sky; even a high-speed chase by car didn't retrieve it. The launchings of the balloons are grand events at Jubilee, usually done in the early mornings before the wind picks up, with a barrel fire and a window fan. | | | |
| | | | | Peeking out from behind the suspended balloon is a huge, hand-painted sign: "Thank You, Comer, for HospitalityIn the Name of One Who Was Also a Refugee." Below these words is written in a long list: "39 Cubans, 30 Laotians, 100 Cambodians, 21 Nicaraguans, 783 Salvadorans, 400 Guatemalans, 80 Hondurans, 14 Afghans, 6 Armenians, 144 Vietnamese, 60 Bosnians." | | | |
| | | | | The sign was attached to the back of the Jubilee Partners float in the 1993 Comer Christmas parade. It is already outdated; many more refugees have come through the community in the months since. The sign is a revelation of the calling of Jubilee Partners. It is a proclamation that at the heart of that calling is Jesus: Jesus, who preached good news to the poor and invited his followers to show compassion to those who suffer; Jesus, who while | | | |
|