| | | | | negation by the intellect"] is not, like predicamental being, a represented note, a note belonging to the essence. | | | |
| | | | | 20. This means that if the clue is perceived as probable, the hypothesis confirmed by it is affirmed only as probable, etc. | | | |
| | | | | 21. Hence the credibility perceived in the light of grace is not objectum quod, i.e., the term of knowledge, a thought object, it is quo, or sub quo, i.e., a condition of the object. Earlier authors conceive its role in this way, but only in some instances. (See, for instance, John of St. Thomas, Cursus theologicus in 2am 2ae, De fide, disp. 2, art. 3, nn. 12ff.) | | | |
| | | | | 22. 2a 2ae, q. 1, a. 5, ad 1; cf. ibid., a. 4, ad 3. | | | |
| | | | | 23. This power is acquired only through an act of the will, the oboeditio fidei, the pius affectus credendi ["the obedience of faith, the pious will to believe"], as we shall show in the second part of our investigation. Therefore the joining of the two objects indicated here by no means exhausts the complex reality of the act of faith, which unites in its living unity what is too often scattered into a great number of "judgments" and "commandments." | | | |
| | | | | 24. Ratio sub qua ["the aspect under which"]. | | | |
| | | | | 25. See, for instance, P. Löwengard, La Splendeur catholique (Paris, 1910), pp. 163ff. | | | |
| | | | | 26. "The supernatural end and the natural end are not disparate ends and do differ not as two opposites, but only as that which exceeds and that which is exceeded" (L. Billot, De gratia Christi I [Rome 1908], p. 46). No modern theologian has emphasized more strongly this essential idea than the author of this remarkable little book. It seems to me that all those who are interested in the question of nature and the supernatural would read it with pleasure and profit, even if they have not received a Scholastic formation. If the latter wish to enter into contact with the doctrines of the School, will they not profit by their dealings with an original and powerful mind (even should its austere rigidity shock them occasionally) more than by reading a flat, colorless textbook, whose wise mediocrity will bore them? | | | |
| | | | | 27. Cf. St. Thomas, In Boetium de Trinitate, q. 3, a. 1, ad 4. | | | |
| | | | | 28. When we say that somebody believes for a reason that is only probable "in itself," either this expression has no meaning, or it means: a reason that is capable of lawfully engendering only a probability in the human mind, as it is too weak to perceive fully the reality of the phenomenon in question. | | | |
| | | | | 29. The impossibility of expressing this connection in words and in concepts by no means prevents its being certain and intellectual. | | | |
|