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PREFACE
In the cold, black night of Christ's betrayal, His disciples could not tarry one hour with Him in prayer. In the Garden of Gethsemane, while Jesus earnestly prayed in such agony of spirit that His sweat became like great drops of blood falling to the ground, His disciples, ignorantly oblivious to the eternity-shaping events about to transpire, slept. Jesus, heavy and sorrowful in spirit, awakened His sleeping disciples and asked, “What, could ye not watch with me one hour?” (Matt. 26:40).
Mirrored in that tragic scene is the plight of the church today. Jesus, our interceding High Priest, is praying; His disciples are sleeping; and Satan is winning contest after contest by default. It would be impossible to calculate the failures, the ruined reputations, the defeats, the broken homes and the other multiplied tragedies that could have been avoided if believers had prayed. It would be impossible to measure the destruction that could have been turned and the judgment that might have been averted if only God's people had taken the time to pray. I am guilty, and so are you.
But I didn't write this book to send anybody on a guilt trip. I wrote it because I know what it's like to be haunted by the call to pray, and because I know what it's like to let interruptions, fatigue and pressures drown out that call. You see, God haunted me for six years with the call to pray before I finally obeyed His plea to tarry with Him one hour each day in prayer. But when I did so, my life and ministry were revolutionized.
I want to make you a promise: Something supernatural happens when you pray an hour a day. It does not happen overnight, but slowly, almost imperceptibly, the desire to pray becomes firmly planted in the soil of your heart by the Spirit of God. This desire crowds out the weeds of apathy and neglect, and matures into the discipline to pray. Then one day you discover that prayer is no longer just a duty or drudgery; instead, the discipline of prayer has borne the fruit of delight. You find yourself eagerly longing for your daily time with God.
The supernatural work of prayer continues and begins to possess and reshape every area of your life. You notice that your heart is no longer devoid of the presence and promises of God. You discover how to set, maintain and pray God's priorities in your life; you learn how to appropriate God's provision for your needs. Life moves into a new dimension as you begin to experience greater joy and fulfillment in your relationships with people. And as you begin to walk, not in the realm of the flesh, but in the realm of the Spirit, you discover how to move in the power of God and stand in the victory Jesus has won for you.
How do I know? I know because that is what happened to me as I obeyed the call to pray. I know because that is what happened to the believers after Christ's ascension. Think about it: What transformed the slumbering disciples, disheartened believers and vacillating followers pictured in the final chapters of the Gospels into the determined, driving, unified army of the book of Acts? What made them into a mighty, spiritual army that seized difficulties and turned them into opportunities; an army characterized by clear-headed, incisive decisions instead of foggy thinking and confusion; an army that, in one generation, turned the world upside down for Jesus Christ? Prayer. Prayer that unleashed the power of God and tapped into His infinite resources.
What will transform the slumbering disciples, disheartened believers and vacillating followers today into a mighty, marching army with deliverance as its song and healing in its hands? Prayer. Prayer that snatches the victories Jesus won for us out of Satan's greedy clutches. Prayer that storms the gates of hell.
If you do not consistently pray one full hour every day but would like to learn how, take the prayer secrets the Holy Spirit has taught me on my knees and begin to practice them. As you learn to pray the way Jesus taught us to pray, your prayer life will no longer be a frustrating, hit-or-miss experience; instead, tarrying with the Lord an hour in prayer will actually become easy and natural.
Won't you bow your head right now and pray: “Jesus, plant in my heart the desire to pray. Enable me to develop a daily consistent time of prayer. Transform prayer from a duty to a delight. Make me a mighty warrior in Your prayer army”?
Did you pray that prayer? Did you mean it? Then you'd better get your uniform out of mothballs, polish those brass buttons and spitshine your boots because, soldier, God's army is getting ready to march.



SECTION ONE
 PREPARATION



CHAPTER ONE
 HIS NAME IS NOT HENRY!
I was 17 years old in 1968 when the heavy doors of the psychiatric ward of Mother Frances Hospital in Tyler, Texas, closed and locked behind me. I had a brand new Oldsmobile convertible and a beautiful girl friend; I was an all-state golfer with a scholarship; I lived in a 5,000-square-foot house. (The entire second floor was mine—two bedrooms, two baths and a study.) I had a lot of “stuff.” But I went stark-raving crazy in that environment because I had everything on the outside and nothing on the inside.
Weeks before, I had sought help from my dad, who had made his money in the oil and gas business in East Texas. “Help me, Daddy!” I begged. But my father was an alcoholic who didn't know Jesus; his heart was as empty as mine. All he did was stare at me for a moment in disbelief, then exclaim in exasperation, “Larry, any kid who has everything you've got and is depressed has got to be on dope.”
My mother, who was a Christian, rushed to my defense. “My son wouldn't get on dope,” she retorted, shocked by my father's accusation. “He must have a brain tumor or something.”
During this terrible time of depression, I went to church one Sunday morning looking for something real. I needed help so badly that at the end of the service I walked to the front of the church—while all my buddies who were seated on the back row watched. I said to the pastor, “Sir, have you got anything for me? I'm losing my mind, and I don't know what's wrong.”
Do you know what the pastor did? He just patted me on the shoulder and whispered reassuringly, “You'll be all right, son. You're a good boy. Here, fill out this card.”
All Daddy had to offer me was money, and all the church had for me was a card to fill out. I didn't know anywhere else to turn, so when my mother kept insisting that something must be physically wrong with me, I gave in and went to the doctor. After extensive tests revealed no physical reason for my deep emotional problems, I was admitted to a hospital psychiatric ward, and the rounds of psychological examinations began.
Soon the doctor walked into my room and said in an understanding tone, “You're depressed, aren't you? These will help.” He handed me four tranquilizers, and the next thing I knew, every four hours someone brought me four little pills. That did it: I lost it. The last lights of reality flickered out, and the fog rolled in. The doctors called it a nervous breakdown, but in reality it was a “transgression breakdown.” I was a sinner who didn't understand Christ's atonement for sin. I didn't know life could have purpose.
For six weeks in that ward I didn't even see the sun. Part of the time I lay in a drugged stupor with my eyes rolled back in my head. When I would come to, I thought the black lady cleaning the floor was my mother and that the patient across the hall was the doctor. There I was, the heir to a fortune, and I had lost my mind. My grief-stricken parents reluctantly made reservations at the state mental hospital so I could be committed.
But before I could be transferred, one day I strayed out of my room into the hall, where I noticed a crucifix. Being somewhat curious, I removed it from the wall and managed to focus my eyes and thoughts long enough to make out its Latin inscription, INRI. Confused, I wandered along the corridors of that Catholic hospital, collecting crucifixes and pondering those puzzling letters. Of course when the nuns spied me with the crucifixes clutched to my chest, they rushed forward to retrieve them. With the sisters in hot pursuit, I broke into a run, and my befuddled muttering amplified into a bewildered wail, loud enough for the whole world to hear: “His name is not Henry…His name is not Henry! His name is Jesus!”
In my room several days later, I seemed to come to my senses. I fell to my knees and began to cry out, “Jesus! Jesus! Merciful Jesus!” It was not a very religious prayer. I just called out to God over and over, pleading, weeping, sobbing out His name.
Suddenly, I heard an inner voice speak in my spirit. He said, “Now you are My son. You will take My message to this generation. You will be My mouth and My minister.” Then the voice told me I could get up and go home.
I was well, but I couldn't leave because they had me locked up. The doctor came in the next day and asked routinely, “How are you doing, Larry?”
“I'm better now,” I answered.
Puzzled, the doctor hesitated then asked matter-of-factly, “Why do you think you're better now?”
Returning his steady gaze, I said, “Because yesterday I talked to God.”
The doctor cocked his eyebrow and muttered skeptically, “Yeah, right.” But unable to deny the peace that had replaced my inner turmoil, he soon discharged me from the hospital.
That psychiatric ward was a strange place to begin my walk with the Lord, but when I cried out to Him, Jesus came through the locked doors and barred windows: He walked right into my heart and placed a call on my life to serve my generation. Like a newborn colt on weak, wobbling legs, I walked out of the hospital and back into life. But this time I did not walk alone. Since that hour, I've never been out of His care.
Why was I willing to open the dusty pages of my life and share that story with you? Because my misery is forgotten—passed away—and in its place abides steady peace and divine purpose. I believe you are part of that purpose. God has drawn us together in order that you might partake of the grace He has extended to me.
I do not know at which juncture my experiences will interface with yours or at what point the word of the Lord will come to you, but it will happen—and the truth will set you free. Constraining habits that keep you from God's best, obsolete ways of seeing yourself or others, lifeless traditions that exert control over you even though truth long ago overpowered them—all will be defied by the Spirit of God who makes all things new.
Therefore, I invite you to partake of my grace and to learn, from the Holy Spirit's gentle, friendly instruction, what I have learned through the painful yet precious experiences of my life.
How about you? Is your situation as desperate as mine was? Are you in a place where you can't talk or buy your way out, and there's no back door? Maybe you're not there; maybe you're just in the spiritual doldrums. Nothing seems new any more. You were saved years ago and now you're sure you've “heard it all.” Since when, you say skeptically, has God said anything new to anybody?
Well, let me give you some advice: Stop trying to think your problem through or wait it through. Pray it through.
Your situation may or may not be desperate, but only when you are desperate enough to get down on your knees, confess your needs to Him and call on His name will He speak peace to you and your problems. That's your next step. Take it now, my friend. Take it now.
And when you call out to Him, remember: His name is not Henry. His name is Jesus!



CHAPTER TWO
 A RADICAL CHANGE
Almost two decades have passed since that day in the psychiatric ward when I wept my way into Christ's presence and His peace flooded my being. I know now what healed me. For the first time in my life I comprehended that God saw me right where I was and knew me, that He needed me and had a purpose for my life and that I needed Him.
These same three needs are basic to every human being, including you. You need somebody to see you; you need somebody to need you; you need something to give your life to. Giving your life to another human being is not enough. Pouring yourself into a career and buying “bricks and sticks and stuff” will not feed the gnawing need in your heart. There will always be a “vacancy” sign flashing in the window of your soul.
When I discovered Jesus, life seemed to pulse with purpose and meaning. I couldn't keep it to myself. I had to share what I had discovered. But there was a problem. Pastors wouldn't let me preach in their churches because they thought I had “nuthouse religion,” so I preached at the Dairy Queen—or wherever anybody would listen. I finally got my chance, though, when they agreed to let me preach just once at First Baptist Church in Kilgore, Texas, my hometown.
That Sunday a hippie sat listening to me preach. I knew by his vacant stare that either his brain was fried or he was stoned out of his mind right there in church. Sometime during the service I realized that the hippie was Jerry Howell, the keyboard player for a rock band called The Mouse and the Traps. (Jerry was one of the Traps.) The group had a number-one song on the Dallas charts at that time. The local kids idolized Jerry, but their parents thought he was the scourge of the earth.
At the end of the service, Jerry walked up to me and remarked casually, “I really related to what you said today.”
“Jerry, what are you doing in church, man?” I asked as I shook his outstretched hand.
He sighed. “Well, my dad died six months ago, and I promised him on his deathbed that I'd drive back from the University of Texas every weekend and take my brother to church. I'm just keepin' my word to my dad.”
Jerry paused and lowered his voice. “What you had to say is the first thing I've heard here in the last six months that's made any sense to me.”
Later, I couldn't get Jerry off my mind. I knew he was reaching out for help, so I called and asked him to go to church with me. “Jerry,” I began hesitantly, “uh…this is Larry Lea.” Dead silence on the other end of the line.
“Uh, Jerry…I'm a youth director now at the First Baptist Church in New London.” (I didn't add that it was the only Baptist church in the little-bitty town.) “Jerry,” I continued more confidently, “why don't you come out and play organ for me? You can play ‘Amazing Grace,’ can't you? I'll sing and you can play, and we'll have church with all these young people.”
“Me?” he answered. “You want me to play organ in a church?”
Little did I know that every day for four years Jerry Howell had been high on dope. I later learned that when the phone rang, Jerry had been out in his backyard counting the blades of grass, trying to keep his head on his shoulders.
“Hey, Jerry, I need your help,” I assured him. “You have a great talent, and God can use you. He loves you, man, and He has a plan for your life. I'll drive by and get you this evening. I'll even get you a date!” I added, waiting for his reply.
“A date!” he blurted. “With a church girl?”
At 7 p.m. I went by to pick up Jerry for the service. He was dressed in his faded blue jeans and a T-shirt. He had blond hair flowing down to his waist but was bald on top. And his old van—the kind with drawn curtains on the windows and an elaborate stereo system blaring Jimi Hendrix and Led Zeppelin rock—was in the driveway. Here I sat with my “white sidewall” haircut, my tape of Jim Nabors singing “The Lord's Prayer” and the family Bible on the dash. When Jerry climbed into my car, his eyes darted from the family Bible, to me, back to the Bible, then straight ahead. Boy, was he quiet. We drove by and picked up the girls, but Jerry hardly said a word to anybody.
As we stepped inside the church, I nodded my head toward the platform and said, “Jerry, there's the organ. You know what to do.” Jerry played “Amazing Grace” in a way it's never been played before or since! I sang and preached, and we had church.
It was about 11:30 p.m. when we pulled into his driveway after dropping the girls off. Jerry spoke for practically the first time all evening. “Larry, is there anything to this Jesus?” he asked earnestly.
I hardly knew how to respond because Jerry was confused, in the middle of a nervous breakdown and bound with dope, but I breathed a prayer for help. During the first part of our conversation that night, Jerry asked a lot of questions that I didn't have the answers to. Sometimes I honestly replied, “I don't know, Jerry.” But God filled my mouth, and I just kept giving him Jesus.
When we got through talking, it was 3:30 in the morning. Jerry stared straight ahead, heaved a deep sigh and asked, “Well, how do I get it?”
So I (deep Christian and experienced soul winner that I was) said, “What you do is, you open your Bible to Matthew 5, 6 and 7 (because that was the only part of the Bible I knew), then you get on your knees and start hollering, ‘Jesus! Jesus! Jesus!,’ and when it hits you, you'll know you got it.”
Well, Jerry Howell went in that night and did just that, but before he could hit his knees, God had saved him, delivered him from a four-year drug habit and called him to preach. When it was over, Jerry walked to the home of his best friend, Max, the drummer for their band. It was 6 a.m. on July Fourth, and Max was out in the backyard feeding his rabbits. (These were strange people.) When Jerry came around the corner of the house, Max took one look at him and gasped, “Man, what happened to you?”
Jerry grinned and explained, “I met this weird little dude named Larry Lea, and we talked all night about Jesus.”
“Hey, man, how do I get it?”
Jerry gave it to him straight. “You get your Bible, and you read Matthew 5, 6 and 7, then you get down on your knees and….”
At 7:30 that morning my phone rang. It was Jerry. “Larry, I got it! I got it! And I came down here and told Max about it, and he got it, too. But you know how strange he is. You'd better come over here and check him out!”
That wasn't the only phone call Jerry Howell made that day. The local barber shop was closed for the holiday, but Jerry called the barber at home. “Mr. Buck,” he said hesitantly, “this is Jerry Howell. Would you cut my hair?”
Mr. Buck didn't stutter. Quick as a flash, he answered, “Sure, son. Come on over.” He couldn't resist adding, “I've been wanting to cut your hair for a long time.”
Six weeks later, a clean-shaven Jerry Howell with a “white sidewall” haircut went off to Bible college with the weird little dude named Larry Lea. One day Jerry announced, “Larry, God has called me to preach, and I'm supposed to go hold a revival.” And that's exactly what he did. Within six months after his own conversion, Jerry Howell had led 1,000 people to God!
Jerry is now pastor of Church on the Rock in Kilgore, Texas, the very place where he was once considered the off scouring of the earth. How did that radical change come about? You see, Jesus came along and said, “I see you, Jerry Howell, hiding there behind your walls, and I need you for a special task. I've got something you can give your life to. All I need to hear you say is that you need Me.”
Now I want to ask an important question. How about you, my friend? Do you need a radical change in your heart? In your home? In your relationships? Are you sick of your doubts and unbelief? Jesus sees you right where you are. He needs you for something special that only you can do. And you need Him.
Jesus changed Larry Lea, a 17-year-old boy in a psychiatric ward. Jesus changed an East Texas hippie named Jerry Howell. And He can change you, too. You don't even have to read Matthew 5, 6 and 7. Just get down on your knees and call on Jesus. (And don't worry: When it hits you, you'll know you got it!)



CHAPTER THREE
 READ THE RED AND PRAY FOR THE POWER
Jerry Howell and I, two growing, newborn converts, were roommates at Dallas Baptist College. Besides attending class, about all we did for three years was “read the red” and pray for the power. We devoured the words of Jesus that were printed in red ink in our black Bibles. Jerry and I were captivated by Christ's miracles, compassion and power to help the helpless. We craved what He had. We longed to do what He did. We hungered and thirsted for more of Jesus.
One night I left the dorm and went for a walk. It was a still, clear night, and the view of the lights, mirrored in the lake in the valley below the college, was serene and soothing. I strolled along the edge of the hill and talked to God.
After a time, I paused and stared up at the stars, but the consuming desire in my heart stretched far beyond those shimmering pinpoints of light. “Oh, God,” I pled, my face wet with tears, “I want all You have for me. Please, Father, if there's power in this gospel, give it to me! Give it to me, Lord….”
I guess you know it's dangerous to pray a prayer like that. The next thing I knew, my startled ears heard my stammering lips speaking a language I had never learned. Shocked, I clamped my hand over my mouth and gasped, “But, God, we don't believe in this!” Does that blow your theology? Don't worry; it blew mine, too. I didn't understand what had taken place, but it sounded an awful lot like what the disciples experienced in the book of Acts.
I didn't let it happen again for a while. But one evening I visited in the home of a minister who prayed over me. Sure enough my new prayer language came bubbling out again. This time I just let it flow. I knew this was the Holy Spirit and that He had filled and flooded my being in answer to that honest, desperate prayer. God also baptized Jerry in the Holy Spirit. Although we tried not to be divisive or to make a big deal about our experiences, word about the two guys with the funny prayer languages soon got around to most of the 400 budding Baptist preachers in our dorm. Their reactions were mixed: icy aloofness, warm interest, red-hot hostility and all in between.
At night when we knelt beside our beds and began to pray, we would hear doors creak open all along our hall. We'd listen as scurrying feet stopped abruptly outside our door. One night Jerry rose quietly to his feet, crept stealthily across the floor and threw open the door. There, crouched at our threshold, were several surprised, embarrassed fellow students.
We all had a good laugh about it, and the guys learned that even though Jerry and I, in the privacy of our room, sometimes prayed in prayer languages other than English, we weren't in there swinging from the light fixture or rolling on the floor. We were just experiencing praise and intercession in a powerful new dimension. And the guys who were interested soon discovered that we were willing to talk about our fulfilling new experience if they cared to risk it.
For a while it seemed that Jerry and I were going to get along with most of those other Baptist preacher boys just fine. But one of my professors at the college learned of my baptism in the Spirit and tried to reason with me. “Son,” he said, “it's all right if you want to speak in your prayer language in your private devotions. Just don't go around broadcasting your experience and telling other people how to receive it.”
My eyes brimmed with tears as I quietly replied, “I can't do that, sir.”
His jaw tightened and his careful, deliberate words cut my heart like a knife. “Then in that case, Larry, you have no ministry.”
That professor wasn't the only one concerned about my baptism in the Holy Spirit. When my father learned of my new experience, he warned, “Larry, you're gonna' wind up out under a tent somewhere with a bunch of snaggle-toothed people who foam at the mouth.” For a while, it looked as if he might be right.
But 1972 was a big year for me: I graduated from college; I married my wife, Melva Jo; and Howard Conatser, pastor of Beverly Hills Baptist Church in Dallas, surprised me with a generous invitation to become his youth minister.
I appreciated his offer, but I really didn't want to be a youth minister. My desire was to become an evangelist like James Robison, and I told Pastor Conatser so. He wasn't upset in the least. “Just pray about it, Larry” his raspy bass voice drawled confidently. So I prayed, and to my astonishment, the Lord directed me to accept the position.
Back then I wasn't one to beat around the bush when a head-on confrontation would do just as well. When I learned that the youth group at Beverly Hills existed on a steady diet of skating parties, wiener roasts, haunted houses and trips to Six Flags, I strolled in before the critical stares of fifty pairs of young eyes and announced, “Y'all, we're not gonna' do all that stuff anymore. We're gonna' read the red and pray for the power.” The response was tremendous! Overnight the youth group went from 50 to 14. Phenomenal growth!
And to top it all off, a girl sauntered up to me with a smirk on her face and fire in her eyes and threatened, “Listen, if you don't do what we want you to do, we're gonna' run you off just like we ran off the four youth directors before you!”
I sucked in my breath, commanded my little ol' insides to stop shaking, prayed she wouldn't notice the quiver in my voice and offered her an option. “Sister,” I said as I stared her right in the eyeballs, “you can't run me off, because you didn't run me in. I'm here because God told me to be here, and I'm not leaving. Now it'll be a whole lot easier for you to move your membership to another church than for me to move my furniture!” That was the end of that conversation and the beginning of a new day for many young people.
That group of 14 began meeting on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday nights. By the end of the first summer, we had grown from 14 to 140. By the end of the second year, we had 1,000 teenagers in our youth services, and many more flocked to the Christian concerts we sponsored. God honored my obedience to His call and the zealous witness of those young people. (Many of those same people are now members of Church on the Rock.)
But one of the most dangerous things that can befall any minister happened to me. I became a successful preacher without developing my own personal prayer life. Don't get me wrong; I sometimes prayed fervent, earnest prayers, but my prayer life was sporadic and inconsistent.
Outside, everything looked great. I preached to crowds of kids every month. We had a concert ministry which drew thousands of teenagers weekly and was telecast nationally for five years. But something was happening on the inside of me. My own preaching was convicting me. Again and again after ministering to a congregation, I found myself alone in a back room of the church, crying out to God and repenting over my prayerless life.
Those were some of the most miserable days in my memory. But God was getting ready to give me a chance to obey another call—the highest call of all!



CHAPTER FOUR
 THE HIGHEST CALL OF ALL
After Howard Conatser died in 1978, I was called to be the pastor of his 3,000-member church. That was a very tempting offer to a 28-year-old youth minister, but right away God let me know that it wasn't for me. A man on the committee approached me with an offer that went something like this: “Son, we're gonna' triple your salary, put you on television and make you rich and famous. You just preach sermons that bring people down the aisle and play your cards right, and we'll make you a success.”
This was another one of those heart-to-heart, eye-to-eye conversations that I was becoming accustomed to, so I squared my shoulders and replied forthrightly, “Sir, I quit playing cards when I got saved.” Well, that bought me a ticket back home to Kilgore.
Although I was graduating from seminary and my wife and I had three small children by this time, I moved back into the same bedroom I had slept in as a teenager in high school. My future seemed to have fallen into one glorious heap. God knows how to motivate us to pray, doesn't He!
About that time I met Bob Willhite, pastor of the First Assembly of God Church in Kilgore, Texas, and he invited me to hold a revival in his church. Something about this soft-spoken, gray-haired gentleman captured my attention. I knew immediately this man was to be my pastor, and I told him so.
I conducted the revival for him and his praying people. It lasted seven weeks, and we saw 500 teenagers saved. We witnessed the conversion of the entire senior class of one of the local high schools. But the greatest thing that happened during the revival was my personal conversion from being a preacher in the pulpit to becoming a man who was more interested in prayer than anything else in life. It came about like this.
One evening I remarked, “Pastor Willhite, I understand you are a man of prayer.”
“That's right,” he said. “I pray. I've been rising early in the morning to pray for over 30 years.”
My pulse quickened and I said to myself, Oh, Jesus, this is a real one. Masking my excitement I asked, “While the revival is going on, would you let me come pray with you in the mornings?”
“Why, yes,” Pastor Willhite agreed, “I'll pick you up in the morning at 5:00.”
I might as well confess that when 4:15 rolled around the next morning and that screeching alarm clock went off, I didn't feel one ounce of anointing to pray. No angel stood by my side and commanded, “Come, my son. Let us journey to the place of prayer.” All I wanted to do was pull the covers over my head, but I managed to stagger to the shower and to be clothed and in my right mind when Pastor Willhite's Oldsmobile Cutlass pulled into the driveway.
As we rode to the church that morning before dawn, I didn't have any idea what God was going to do in my life, but I was absolutely certain that I was answering the most vital call of my ministry—the call to pray.
That call will haunt each of us until we answer. It had haunted me for six years. But when I obeyed it, that choice marked the turning point in my ministry. From that day on, I rose early every morning to pray. Of course, I sought God's hand, praying, “Lord, do this for me. Do that for me.” But more and more, I also found myself seeking God's face, thirsting for His friendship and communion, hungering for His holy, loving, compassionate nature to be formed within me.
I felt like a little child who didn't know my right hand from my left. I knew there was so very, very much to learn about prayer and communion with my Father. The cry of my heart became “Teach me how to pray, Father. Teach me how to pray.” And one morning during that two-year period of traveling as an evangelist, while I was in prayer, the Holy Spirit began to reveal truths about the Lord's Prayer that I want to share with you later in this book.
I was in Canada conducting a youth revival when the Lord impressed upon me, “Go to Rockwall and establish My people there.” Rockwall, a town with a population just under 11,000 people, is perched on a ridge overlooking Lake Ray Hubbard, some 25 miles east of Dallas. It is a small town in the smallest county in Texas. If God had commanded, “Fall off the face of the earth,” I don't think I could have been any more astonished. Actually, at the time, the two orders would have appeared to be somewhat synonymous.
But I moved my family to Rockwall and began to apply the principles God had taught me about growing a church. We began Church on the Rock (COTR) in 1980 with 13 people. We rapidly outgrew the house where we met and moved to the Rockwall Skating Rink where we had about 200 people our first Sunday. We soon overflowed that facility, so the church began holding services in the Rockwall High School cafetorium. Growing rapidly, we knew we desperately needed our own building, so we began saving every dollar we could.
One day P.J. Titus, a native of India and a long-time friend with a proven ministry, walked into my office with an urgent need. The Lord had placed upon his heart a burden to begin a Bible college in India, and it would take $20,000 to accomplish that task.
My thoughts went immediately to the $20,000 in the church's savings account that was designated for our new building, and a struggle began within me. Knowing I had something critical to pray about, I asked Titus if he could return the next day for my decision.
As we sought the Lord's will, the Holy Spirit directed us to sow, not save, our last seed. But I was not prepared for Titus's reaction. The next day when he returned to my office and I handed him a check for $20,000, he burst into tears, the sobs shaking his small frame.
When he was able to speak, he told me why the check meant so much to him. “I told the Lord that if you would give me the $20,000 to begin the Bible college, I would leave the States where I've lived these past few years, return to India and spend the remainder of my life ministering to my people.”
Titus is now doing just that. Because we dared to sow our precious seed instead of eating it or hoarding it for ourselves, the Lord has given Church on the Rock the second largest Bible college in all of India, and Titus is training men and women to reach their nation for God. But when he walked out of my office with our last $20,000 in his hand, I didn't know how it would turn out. We were still having church in a rented cafetorium, and now we were back to zero financially. I believed that God would provide, but I wasn't quite prepared for the instrument He chose to work through!
One Sunday after service, an honest-to-goodness Texas cowboy sidled up to me and drawled, “You're either straight out of heaven or straight out of hell. I don't like preachers, but I like you. God told me you are to be my pastor.” Then he took me out to his truck where he thrust an old work boot into my hands. Seeing the bewilderment on my face, he explained, “I've been a Christian for a long time, but being on the rodeo circuit for the last couple of years has kept me from having a church home. I've just been puttin' my tithes down into this old boot. Now God says I should give it to you.”
There was over $1,000 inside that boot. When I peered inside, the Lord immediately nudged me that He was going to use the incident for His glory.
Taking the boot to the next service, I shared with the congregation what had happened. Spontaneously, they began to stream forward and stuff into the boot money to construct the building we needed so desperately. Sunday after Sunday, the miracle continued. The building was finished without borrowing any money for its construction: we moved in debt-free.
Since the crowds overflowed the new auditorium the first Sunday we gathered there, we immediately went to two Sunday services—then three, four, five—to accommodate the people. We also had to add Tuesday and Thursday night midweek services since the Wednesday evening service could not hold the crowds.
Our records reveal that the church has grown from 13 people to over 11,000 members with a 32-member pastoral staff and more than 460 home cell groups. To house the phenomenal harvest, it has become necessary to construct a sanctuary that will accommodate over 11,000 people.
And if all of this were not enough to thrill the heart of any 36-year-old pastor, in the spring of 1986, Oral Roberts asked me to become the vice president of Oral Roberts University and serve as dean of theological and spiritual affairs. When I protested that I could not leave my church, that 68-year-old Indian leaned forward and said, “I don't want you to leave your church. I want you to bring the spirit and life flow of your church into ORU.”
My elders have freed me from the administrative and counseling duties which can consume a pastor's time and released me to pray, preach in our church, direct the national prayer revival which God has called me to lead and prepare spiritual leadership through ORU.
Have you ever stopped to reflect upon the magnitude of a simple, yet life-changing choice you made years before? I think about my choice often, and I always thank God that I answered the call that is higher than my call to preach—the call to pray.
Every believer may not be called to preach, but every Christian is called to pray. Prayer is our duty. Prayer is our privilege. Prayer, like air, water and food, is necessary for our survival and growth. But many believers regard prayer as an optional activity.
Corrie ten Boom, the beloved author of The Hiding Place, sometimes posed this question to believers: “Is prayer your spare tire or your steering wheel?” Meditate on that question in the privacy of your own heart and remember: There is a higher call—the call to pray. Have you answered it?



CHAPTER FIVE
 A DIVINE PROGRESSION
People heard God's voice yesterday, and that was good. But it is also essential that we hear His voice today. “Today if ye will hear his voice…” (Heb. 3:7, italics mine). Today the Holy Spirit is speaking a word to the church. God is calling His church to pray, and we had better listen because the bottom line on all that will take place from now on is: “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord” (Zech. 4.6).
It is important for us to understand that the desire to pray is not something we can work up in our flesh; rather, the desire to pray is birthed in us by the Holy Spirit. If He has already implanted that divine desire in your heart, pause right now and thank God for it. If not, ask Him to put it there. Then pray God will help you transform that divine desire into daily discipline. As the discipline to pray is formed within you, discipline will “shift gears.” Prayer will no longer be duty or drudgery. It will become a holy delight!
God longs to see your heart transformed into a house of prayer. Why? Because there is so much He longs to do for you and through you. Therefore, as you begin to pray, a divine progression will take place within you. Let me explain what I mean.
It was a normal business-as-usual day in the temple at Jerusalem until the moment Jesus walked in. His grief joined hands with holy anger. After fashioning a whip from small cords, Jesus strode purposefully toward the moneychangers and the buyers and sellers of oxen, sheep and doves, forcefully driving them and their mooing, cooing, bleating wares out of the temple. Before the amazed onlookers could react, Jesus was back, this time to overthrow the tables and seats of the moneychangers and dove sellers. The scattered coins still spun and rolled across the floor when He thundered, “My house shall be called the house of prayer, but ye have made it a den of thieves.”
Aware that only the guilty had anything to fear, the blind and lame thronged to Him in the temple, and He healed them there amid the laughter and happy hosannas of children. When the chief priests and scribes angrily demanded that Jesus quiet the children's joyful cries, He calmly countered, “Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?” (see Matt. 21:12-16).
Take a moment to observe the beautiful progression in these verses. First, Jesus cleansed the temple causing it to become a house of purity (v. 12). Then He made the pronouncement: it would be called a house of prayer (v. 13). Next the temple was transformed into a house of power as the blind and the lame came to Him and He healed them there (v. 14). And finally, the temple became a house of perfected praise (v. 16).
Shouldn't this same progression take place in the church and in the individual believer today? To echo the words of Paul, “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” (1 Cor. 3:16). You and I are part of the church that is the habitation of God through the Spirit (Eph. 2:20-22). But sadly, our temples, too, are often polluted by grasping greed, maneuvering motives and selfish sins.
It is a mockery for believers to talk one way and live another. God will not bless an impure church. His church will not become the house of power and perfected praise until it allows the Holy Spirit to purify its sanctimonious soul and transform it into a house of prayer.
Listen to God's solemn warning to His church: “Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness…” (Heb. 3:7,8). These verses indicate that because the children of Israel heard but did not heed, their mission to possess the land of Canaan was thwarted.
God had promised that land to the children of Israel. But, when ten out of twelve men sent by Moses to spy out the land returned fearful and faint-hearted because the land seemed unconquerable, an entire generation died in the wilderness. Although two of the spies, Joshua and Caleb, confidently affirmed, “Let us go up at once and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it” (Num. 13:30), when the vote was in, the tens had it over the twos.
God does not operate on our timetables. He was ready to march them across the Jordan River, but the people were caught up in petty daily routines. A self-seeking leader remarked smugly, “Have you noticed? Moses just isn't anointed anymore.” A dissatisfied wife nagged her weary husband, “You've got to get more manna for our kids!” A well-meaning elder warned, “Joshua and Caleb are off on a ‘hyper-faith’ tangent. How can they run around proclaiming, ‘We're able to overcome,’ when everybody knows that the enemy is stronger than we are?”
They feared the giants instead of God. They focused on the problems instead of the promises. They saw walled cities instead of the will of God. And because they missed what the Spirit was saying, they wandered in the desert 40 years. They died there and their bones bleached in the wilderness.
It's no different today. We're here to possess the land, my friend, but instead we're busy redecorating the house, watching Monday night football, trying to pay the mortgage and worrying about our “stuff.” All the while, the interceding Holy Spirit is calling us to pray, and we are not listening.
The contemporary church is far from biblical Christianity. Mediocrity has invaded the body of Christ, and we think it's normal. God is accelerating everything in these last days, yet 99 percent of us are lagging behind. We long to see God's power, but before the power of God can be revealed, we must develop the discipline of prayer.
I don't know if you have ever uttered a prayer like this, but I have: “God, I want You to take everything out of my life that's not like Jesus. I don't want anything in me except that which glorifies and magnifies Jesus Christ the Lord.” In order for that prayer to become a reality, things that can be shaken must be shaken so “that those things which cannot be shaken may remain” (Heb. 12:27).
After I shared that thought in a sermon, a teenager remarked, “Sounds to me like you're talking about a whole lot of shakin' goin' on.” The girl was right. There is going to be a lot of shaking.
If you could talk to me right now, would you confide, “Larry, a whole lot of shaking has gone on in my life these last few years”? Some of you might say the same thing about the churches you've attended. A lot of stirring, a lot of shaking, a lot of changes have taken place. Why? In order that we can take the next step in this divine progression.
Today if you hear His voice calling you to pray, don't harden your heart. Ask the Holy Spirit to give you no rest until your prayer life moves from mere desire to daily discipline and on to holy delight. Let Jesus drive out and overturn the things in your life that are preventing your temple from becoming a house of prayer. Smelly oxen, bleating sheep, cooing doves and tarnished coins are poor substitutes for the satisfying, holy presence of God.
Face the facts. If you do not begin to pray, you will not be any further along with the Lord next year than you are right now. There is always the agony of choice before the promise of change. So what will it be: business as usual or are you ready to take your next step with God?
Jesus is waiting for you to pray, “Lord, make my temple a house of purity, prayer, power and perfected praise for Thy glory.” He is ready to begin that divine progression in your temple right now. Are you?



CHAPTER SIX
 LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY
After his father's funeral, my friend Bob Tyndall thumbed through the worn Bible that had been one of his dad's closest companions. His glance fell upon this hand-written notation in the margin: “Jesus didn't teach us how to preach. He didn't teach us how to sing. He taught us how to pray.”
Robert Tyndall Sr. was right. Prayer was a priority with Jesus. Regarding the beginning of Christ's ministry the Gospel of Mark says, “And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed” (1:35). Regarding the middle of Jesus' ministry, after He miraculously fed the 5,000, Matthew 14:23 says that Jesus went up alone into a mountain to pray. Regarding the end of Jesus' earthly ministry Luke tells us Jesus went out, as was His habit, to pray (Luke 22:39-41).
Jesus made a habit of prayer, and He taught others to pray by His words and example. In the Gospels we discover that the most exacting work Jesus did was to pray; then, overflowing with anointing and compassion, He went from those places of intercession to receive the fruits of the battles He had won in prayer—mighty miracles, authoritative revelations, wonderful healings and powerful deliverances. Because prayer was a fixed habit of His life, it is not surprising that, even as He faced the jeers and curses from scoffers at the foot of His cross, the first words He uttered as He hung there were a prayer (Luke 23:34).
Jesus faced death as He had faced life: unafraid. As He died, He committed His spirit into His Father's keeping and said, “It is finished” (John 19:30), but we must not think that Christ's death marked the end of His prayer ministry.
The writer of Hebrews says that Jesus' ministry in heaven today is intercession: “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them” (7:25). Jesus' continuing ministry in heaven is prayer. I am on His prayer list, and so are you.
Jesus would never do anything that was worthless or dry or dull, and He would never ask you to either. Right now He is extending to you the highest call of all. He is repeating to you what He said to his disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane: “Could ye not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit is indeed willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matt. 26:40,41). Jesus wants you to learn how to spend time with Him, how to tarry with Him one hour in prayer.
I think I know how you feel. I had said yes to Him so many times. I had the desire, but not the discipline.
I remember a night when I preached at a place called the Bronco Bowl in south Dallas. (That's the bowling alley where Beverly Hills Baptist Church met after we outgrew our church building.) Three thousand teenagers were in the auditorium that night, and when I gave the invitation we saw 500 come forward for salvation. I'll never forget it. As I stood before that sea of earnest faces and commanded, “Get right with God,” something inside of me asked, “When are you going to get right with God?” As I left the platform, others thought I was slipping away to talk to the converts, but I was actually going into a back room to lie on my face before the Lord.
I was frustrated about this matter of prayer. Looking back, I believe it was holy frustration. The Spirit of God simply would not let me settle for anything else, anything less, than the ministry of prayer.
I don't want to leave the wrong impression. We prayed at Beverly Hills. Sometimes we prayed all night. We prayed in a great harvest. The church grew from 400 to well over 3,000 in four years! But God was asking me to make a practice of rising early in the morning, praying through to the place of victory, and walking in the authority and anointing of God. I needed a day-by-day walk—not a frantic race to get “prayed up” for some special event.
During those days when I was minister of youth at Beverly Hills, I was invited to hold a youth revival in Hereford, Texas (on the west side of Amarillo way out in western Texas.) Ever since my conversion, I had longed to be an evangelist; I was delighted by their invitation to come. All but one denomination in town was cooperating so each service was to be held in a different church.
The revival didn't start off too well. That first night, we went to the Church of God. It was cold outside, and it was cold inside, too. I preached as well as I could and gave the invitation, but nobody came forward for salvation.
The next night we went to the Assembly of God church. We had a good praise and worship service, but the preaching and altar call were a repeat performance of the night before. I felt as if everybody was wondering, “When's he gonna' do something? When's it gonna' happen?” That's certainly what I was thinking.
The third night we went to the Methodist church. I made sure I arrived a little early so I could get alone with God. Just as I was looking for a place to pray, two Catholic nuns with a guitar walked through the back door. They made a beeline for me and asked, “Brother Lea, would you tune our guitar for us?”
Startled by the strange request, I just stared at them and said, “Well—I—ah—yes, I will.” (How do you say no to two Catholic nuns?) So we slipped away to a side room where I tuned the guitar.
Sensing my nervousness as my preparation time before the service slipped away, one of the nuns put her hand on my arm and said reassuringly, “Don't worry, Brother Lea. We've prayed for you today for eight hours.” I could hardly believe what she'd said, but nevertheless felt grateful, even relieved. She laid her hands on me and began to speak in tongues. The other one began singing in tongues. Within a few seconds I didn't know if I was terrestrial or celestial, but I knew I was with two women who really knew God!
When they got through, one of them said to me, “Does the phrase ‘It is finished’ mean anything to you, Brother Lea?”
Chills went all over my body, because that was my text for the evening.
The service began, and I preached from one of those right-handed Methodist pulpits way up high in the air. At the end of the sermon I gave the invitation, and 100 young people walked forward!
Well, the next night I was to preach at the Catholic church. I got there early and breathed a sigh of relief when I saw the two nuns walk in the back door carrying their guitar. This time I ran right up to them and asked, “Could I tune your guitar for you?” My heart hadn't been in it the night before but it sure was this time.
We went through the little guitar-tuning ritual, and I got down to business. Without batting an eye, I said, “Let's do it again; you know, what we did last night.” So they laid their hands on me, and it happened again. Then the nun who had never spoken a word of English in my presence asked casually, “Brother Lea, you remember the woman who had the issue of blood and reached out to touch the hem of Jesus' garment?” (You guessed it. That was the text I had chosen for my sermon that evening!)
I preached, and 100 more people found God that night. By the end of the week, 500 people had been saved in that small town.
Well, as I flew back to Dallas, I tried to figure out just exactly how, in my most humble way, I would announce at the staff meeting what God had done through me. “How did the youth revival go? Oh, not too bad—we had 500 saved. It was a pretty good week.”
I had always wanted to be an evangelist. Now I knew I was an evangelist, and it felt wonderful. I was gloating over the number of people saved, thinking about how I could report it meekly, when the Holy Spirit abruptly interrupted my musings. “Son,” He said, “let's get one thing straight. You had nothing at all to do with that revival.”
My mouth dropped open, but I shut it fast!
The voice inside me continued: “What happened was simply that somebody prayed the price.”
Those words rang in my ears for years afterward. “…Prayed the price! Somebody prayed the price.”
By 1978 when Pastor Conatser passed away and I was extended the call to become the pastor of Beverly Hills Baptist Church, my holy frustration had reached a climax. I was to the place where nothing mattered anymore except the call to pray. I had to answer this call, this call which was higher than the call to preach. That's when I took my little family and went back home to Kilgore, Texas. That's when I met B.J. Willhite and my desperate desire to prayer shifted into holy discipline.
It was during those days, while I searched for wisdom as a person would search for lost money or hidden treasure, that the Lord began to reveal to me new things, hidden things about prayer that I had not known before. As I continually cried out to Him, He poured revelation into my spirit. By the time He commanded me to go to Rockwall and establish His people there, I had been delivered from the theology that says, “Big is better.” I went to Rockwall with one thought in mind, and that was to equip some people and teach them how to pray. I did not know I was moving right into the taproot of the very thing that blossomed into the outpouring of the power of God in the first century. I just knew I had to pray and I had to teach other people how to pray. Our church was about a year old in 1981 when I went to New Orleans to hear Paul Yonggi Cho, pastor of Yoido Full Gospel Church in Seoul, Korea, the largest church in the world. The Lord helped me get in to see him, and we met in a small back room of the church hosting the seminar. As my eyes met his, I felt as if I were looking right into the man's soul.
I knew we had only a minute and my one-liner had better be good, so I blurted out something like, “Dr. Cho, how did you build such a great church?”
He smiled back at me and, with no hesitation, replied, “I pray, and I obey.” And then he laughed.
I chuckled with him, but inside I was rehearsing his words. That's the key, I muttered to myself. That's it right there. Pray and obey, Larry. Pray and obey.
I will never forget his words. You see, there are a lot of people who want to obey, but they do not pray. And there are some people who pray, but do not have the courage to obey. But prayer and obedience must go hand in hand if we are to move into the power and anointing of the Spirit of God.
I'm convinced that the disciples weren't much different from you and me. Like us, they had to beat their brains out against one brick wall after another before they came to Jesus and said, “Lord, teach us to pray.”
That's the way it was for me. I tried to pray on my own, but I knew there was something missing. I kept crying out to God, “Lord, teach me how to pray. Teach me how to pray!” And one day, no sooner than those words were out of my mouth, the lessons began.



CHAPTER SEVEN
 COULD YOU NOT TARRY ONE HOUR?
When I asked the Lord to teach me how to tarry with Him an hour in prayer, I remembered that Jesus instructed His disciples, “After this manner therefore pray ye” (Matt. 6:9). I opened my Bible to the verses we have come to call “the Lord's Prayer” and pondered those 66 words:
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen (Matt. 6:9-13).
I was puzzled, and I said so. “Lord, I can say that in 22 seconds, and I can sing it in a minute and a half. How is this ever going to help me tarry with You an hour?”
The Spirit of God answered: “Say it r-e-a-1 slow.”
Like an obedient child, I began reciting the familiar words, pausing after each short phrase: “Our Father… which art in heaven… Hallowed be Thy name….” Just as those words were out of my mouth, the Spirit of God began to drop into my heart a series of revelations and visions that planted me once and for all in the discipline of prayer and shifted my prayer life into holy delight.
Now I hope it doesn't upset anybody when I admit that I saw a vision. I can almost see the eyebrows going up. Do you know what's wrong with believers today? We've studied the counterfeit for so long, we don't even recognize the original anymore. It's a shame that a boy who had attended church off and on for 17 years wound up in a psychiatric ward before he found out God could talk!
If only I had known someone like those two little Catholic nuns I told you about. One of them came up to me some time ago and asked with a smile, “Do you know how I know things?”
I returned her grin and asked, “How?”
She replied matter of factly, “I know 'em in my ‘knower’!”
If you are a believer, you, too, have a “knower.” It is the witness of the Holy Spirit.
After I asked the question, “Lord, how can I learn to tarry with You one hour?,” the Lord made me a promise. “When you learn to tarry with Me one hour,” He pledged, “something supernatural will happen in your life.” And then He showed me that what we call “the Lord's Prayer” is actually a prayer outline.
You see, the first-century rabbis usually taught by giving topics of truth. They listed certain topics and then under each topic, the rabbis provided a complete outline. In His model prayer, Jesus enumerated topics and instructed: “After this manner therefore pray ye” (Matt. 6:9-13). We have memorized, quoted and sung the Lord's Prayer, but we have not seen it as a group of six topics to be followed in prayer under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
My friend Brad Young, author of The Jewish Background to the Lord's Prayer, says that certain ancient writings contain prayers of early Christians which are based upon the Lord's Prayer and require about one hour to pray through.
Young also made a fascinating observation based upon Acts 1:14. You remember that the disciples, along with Mary the mother of Jesus, Christ's brothers and other believers, gathered in the Upper Room after Jesus' ascension, in obedience to His command to wait for the Holy Spirit. Scripture records: “These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication.” Young pointed out that the Greek does not read “in prayer”; rather this verse actually states: “These all continued with one accord in ‘the Prayer’ and supplication.” He said that ancient literature often refers to the Lord's Prayer as “the Prayer.”
Today a new generation of disciples is discovering the principles, purpose and power behind the familiar words of the Lord's Prayer. And, as we rediscover the power and necessity of prayer, our prayer lives are moving from desire to discipline to delight.
As you discipline yourself to take this prayer outline and come into God's presence, prayer will become your life flow as it was the life flow of Jesus and the early church. But I should sound this warning: This is no little 10-watt truth; it's a powerful 220-watt revelation that can illuminate your temple with the glory of God and transform your house of prayer into a house of power and perfected praise. If you're ready, plug in.



SECTION TWO
 PROMISES:

“Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.”



CHAPTER EIGHT
 APPROPRIATING GOD'S NAMES
Discipline is a dirty word to many of us. When most people think about discipline in prayer, they get a grim, determined look on their faces, grit their teeth and vow, “I'm gonna’ do it if it kills me!” That's the look my young son, John Aaron, put on his face when I told him to eat his spinach. “Daddy,” he said in his most man-to-man voice, “I don't like it, but I can eat it.” How many times have you said that to God: “Father, I don't like to pray, but I can do it”? Prayer doesn't have to be a duty; it can be a delight!
Have you ever noticed that the Lord's Prayer begins and ends with praise? We are to enter into His gates with thanksgiving and come into His courts with praise (Ps. 100:4). Jesus knew that when He instructed, “When you pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name…” (Luke 11:2).
Love says “our” and faith says “Father.” The omniscient, omnipotent creator God dwelling in eternity invites believers to call Him Father.
The word “hallow” is not a common word, but it means “to sanctify or set apart; to praise; to adore.” The phrase should be translated, “May Your name be sanctified.” It is the expression of an intense desire that God's name be recognized, set apart and adored.
We do not stop to realize that the name of the Lord can be either sanctified or profaned by our conduct. But ancient documents record that, because a martyr's sacrificial death would frequently cause others to glorify God, the Hebrew idiom “to sanctify the name” was often understood to mean to give one's life for his faith.1 What a powerful truth. We can sanctify God by the example of our righteous lives, as well as by our words of praise and adoration (Matt. 5:16).
As we learn to follow Christ's prayer pattern and to set apart, praise and adore the name of God, prayer will shift out of frustrating desire and determined discipline and move right on into holy delight.
The discipline I am talking about will lead you into God's holy presence and cause you to walk in kingdom priorities. It will help you learn how to “pray in” what you need and will enable you to get along with everybody all the time. It will help you face the devil and leave him sitting in the dirt. It will cause you to be the head and not the tail, to be above only and not beneath. It will enable you to walk in victory every day of your life!
But in order to hallow our Father's name, we must understand that God's character and will for His children are revealed in His names. Our Father's names reveal what He has promised to be in us and what He has promised to do for and through us.
Blessings Brought by Jesus' Blood
As God was revealing the prayer outline to me He gave me a clear vision of what God has given us. I saw Jesus picking up a large basin and walking toward what I perceived to be a huge rock altar behind which shone a great light. As I watched, the Lord emptied the contents of the basin upon the altar, and I realized that the living, swirling liquid poured out upon that altar was His own blood.
The Word of God flooded my mind.
Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold…but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot (1 Pet. 1:18-19).
Suddenly it all came together:
God sent forth his Son…to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father (Gal. 4:4-6).
I looked at that blood and exclaimed, “Father, Father!,” for into my “knower” there came a warm and wonderful witness that, when I received Christ's forgiveness, I was adopted into the family of God and accepted as His child and heir. God was my Father by virtue of the blood of Jesus. Then it seemed as if the living blood upon that altar spoke of the covenant blessings it had bought for me.
First, it testified that all my sins are forgiven, and I remembered, “He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities” (Is. 53:5). I looked at that blood and wept both for sorrow and for joy, because I knew He had washed me from my sins in His own blood (Rev. 1:5), and sin no longer had dominion over me (Rom. 6:14).
Then the blood testified that because of the blood of the Lamb, I can boldly enter into the most holy place (Heb. 10:19). My body has now become the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in me and is God's gift to me (1 Cor. 6:19). I praised God that the blood of Jesus has opened up a new and living way in order that I might experience the fullness of the Holy Spirit.
Next, the blood testified to me that by Christ's wounds and sufferings I am healed and made whole (Is. 53:5; 1 Pet. 2:24; Matt. 8:16,17)—healed spiritually and physically, mentally and emotionally. Jesus is the Great Physician, the sympathizing Jesus.
And then the blood testified that Christ has made me free from the law of sin and death (Rom. 8:2). Jesus took the curse of my failure and insufficiency (Gal. 3:13), and now He always causes me to triumph in Christ (2 Cor. 2:14).
Last of all, the blood testified that in my covenant relationship with God my Father, I am free from the fear of death and hell. Jesus Christ has abolished death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel (2 Tim. 1:10).
As the Spirit of the Lord revealed what the blood has done for us, I suddenly recalled the Old Testament Hebrew names of God compounded with the name Jehovah in the Old Testament.
You see, when God wished to make a special revelation of Himself, He used the name Jehovah. In that name, He revealed Himself as the true and eternal God, the One who is absolutely self-existent, the One who is unchangeable.
The significance and origin of the name Jehovah are especially brought out in God's revelation of Himself to Moses at the burning bush (Ex. 3:13-15). Through four centuries of oppression in Egypt, the children of Israel had believed in God's existence, but they had not experienced His presence. God proclaimed to Moses that He had personally come down to deliver His people from bondage and to lead them into the promised land. But before His servant Moses could lead God's people, Moses had to learn who God was and is.
When the Lord first proclaimed to Moses, “I AM THAT I AM,” the name He used for Himself was considered by Hebrew translators too sacred to be spoken aloud. So they used the consonants YHWH or JHVH, which we can read as Yahweh or Jehovah. Yahweh implies more than just God's existence; it implies His personal, intimate presence. God's name Jehovah reveals His readiness to save His people and to act for them. Thus, the name Jehovah, or I AM THAT I AM, can be rendered, “I am with you, ready to save and to act, just as I have always been.”
Now in the Old Testament, there are eight names compounded with the name Jehovah: Jehovah-tsidkenu, Jehovah-m'kaddesh, Jehovah-shammah, Jehovah-shalom,Jehovah-rophe,Jehovah-jireh,Jehovah-nissi and Jehovah-rohi. Each of these names is a revelation of the character and nature of God.
In Exodus 6:3,4, God links His name Jehovah to His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. But the eight compound names of God in the Old Testament also correspond to the five-fold promise God makes to His people in the New Covenant or New Testament. While God's names reveal different dimensions of His character they also point to their fulfillment in the person and work of Jesus Christ.
What are the five promises or benefits in the New Covenant with which the eight compound names of God correspond? Of what five things did the testifying blood on the altar speak?
The benefits we enjoy in the New Covenant deal with five vital areas. To make the areas easy to remember, I'll begin each with an 5: (1) sin—forgiveness of sin and deliverance from sin's dominion; (2) Spirit—the fullness of the Holy Spirit; (3) soundness—the promise of health and healing; (4) success—freedom from the law's curse of failure and insufficiency; (5) security—freedom from the fear of death and hell.
As the Spirit of the Lord revealed what the blood has done for us, I began to understand what it means to pray, “Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.” Let's look at the five benefits given to us by virtue of Jesus' death.
Forgiveness of Sins and Deliverance From Sin's Dominion
The first benefit you enjoy in the New Covenant because you are a child of God by virtue of the blood of Jesus is the forgiveness of sins. How can a sinful person be acquitted of unrighteousness and become righteous before God? In the Old Testament, the penalty of death incurred because of sin had to be borne by an innocent sufferer whose righteousness would be reckoned to the sinner.
But no human being is innocent and righteous, and the blood of animals cannot take away sin. Therefore, there had to be a divine remedy. The provision of righteousness was made in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, who died in our place (2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 3:18).
The compound name of God, Jehovah-tsidkenu (sid-kay'-noo), means “Jehovah Our Righteousness” (see Jer. 23:5,6). This name reveals the facet of God's character that transacts the redemption by which mankind is fully restored to God.
Jesus Christ, our Jehovah-tsidkenu, was substituted for us (Rom. 5:17-19). The name “Jehovah Our Righteousness” reveals the method of our acceptance before God (“He hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin…”) and the measure of our acceptance (“that we might be made the righteousness of God in him” [2 Cor. 5:21]).
Therefore as you pray, “Hallowed be Thy name, Jehovah-tsidkenu” thank God that He has already made a decision about your sins. In His mind He already says, “I forgive you.” All you have to do is come and appropriate that forgiveness, for the Bible says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).
Do you get it? Righteousness equals Jesus Christ plus nothing. “Ye are complete in him” (Col. 2:10). Remember the words of the old hymn “Rock of Ages”: “In my hands no price I bring; simply to Thy cross I cling”? That's it! Let me share a story to illustrate this profound truth.
Some years ago I was away from home preaching in a black church. (I do not believe in reincarnation, but I sometimes jokingly say that if I did, I'd ask to come back as a black preacher. Talk about liberty!) My dad, who was saved about two-and-a-half years before this time after having been an alcoholic for 15 years, came to the motel where I was staying to drive me to the church.
I was eager to see him, but as I answered his knock at the door, my heart sank.
It wasn't raining, yet there he stood dripping wet. His dark hair was plastered to his scalp and his expensive blue suit and leather shoes oozed water that made puddles on the concrete balcony outside my door. My first thought was, Oh, no! Daddy got drunk and fell in the pool! But I didn't want to confront him without hearing some kind of explanation. I invited him in, handed him a towel and asked very calmly, “Daddy, are you all right?”
As he mopped the water off his face, he explained what had happened.
He had been on his way to my room when he glanced down from the second story balcony and saw the body of a small child lying motionless at the bottom of the pool. Without a second thought, he jumped off the balcony, hurdled the chain link fence that enclosed the pool and dived into the water. He hauled the boy's limp form out of the pool, gave him artificial respiration, got him breathing and carried the frightened child to his grateful mother.
I was so proud of my daddy that day. And I'll never forget that incident because that's what Jehovah-tsidkenu, “the Lord Our Righteousness,” did for me— and you. We were dead in the water, dead in trespasses and sins, but He jumped into the pool and saved us. He who knew no sin was made to be sin for us that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him (2 Cor. 5:21).
If you can swim your way out or buy your way out or confess your way out, you don't need a Savior. But if you're dead in the water, you've got to have Jesus. You must exchange your sin and guilt for His righteousness and grace if you hope to obtain eternal life.
I don't know about you, but when I remember how Jesus carried my sin and died for me on the cross, I don't have any trouble hallowing His name, Jehovah-tsidkenu, “the Lord My Righteousness.”
But Jesus is more than our righteousness. He offers not only forgiveness for our sins; He offers deliverance from sin's dominion, because Jesus is our sanctifier. Now what does that mean? The primary meaning of the Hebrew word sanctify is “to set apart for God's service.” Believers are to be different from, set apart from, the world by obeying God's commands.
God is holy, separate from His people, yet He sanctifies us and makes us holy in order that we might have fellowship with Him. In Leviticus 20:8, He is called Jehovah-m'kaddesh (ma-kah'-desh), “the Lord Who Sanctifies.” But because this name has not been transliterated in our English Bibles as have His other names, it has often escaped notice as one of the compound names of Jehovah.
God's Holy Spirit indwells believers and empowers them to live holy lives and to be spiritually and morally pure. (See 1 Cor. 6:11; 1 Thess. 4:3,4; 1 Thess. 5:23.) Therefore, as you meditate upon God's name, “Jehovah Who Sanctifies,” praise Him because the blood of Jesus not only takes away your sin; it breaks the power of sin in you. Thank Him that the blood of Christ does not overlook sin; it overcomes. (See Rom. 6:17,18; Heb. 13:12; 1 Cor. 6:9-11.) Hallowed be Thy name, Jehovah-m'kaddesh, “the Lord Who Sanctifies.”
Spirit: The Fullness of the Holy Spirit
Because God is your Father, the second benefit you enjoy in the New Covenant is the fullness of the Holy Spirit. The compound name of God, Jehovah-shalom (sha-lom') means “Jehovah Is Peace” (see Judg. 6:24). The Hebrew word shalom is most often and most appropriately translated “peace” and represents wholeness and harmony with God and contentment and satisfaction in life.
Christ's atonement is the basis for peace with God. Before mankind could be reconciled to God, someone had to pay the price of sin, which was death. Jesus Christ paid that price, and the fellowship between God and man which sin broke was atoned for by His blood (see Col. 1:20-22). “The chastisement needful to obtain peace and well-being for us was upon Him” (Is. 53:5, Amplified).
As Jesus died and His blood broke down the barrier of sin separating us from God, something supernatural occurred in the Jerusalem temple. The inner veil separating the holy place from the holy of holies (the presence chamber of God which contained the ark and the mercy seat stained by the sacrificial animal blood which was brought in by the high priest once each year) was torn from top to bottom, opening the way for us to enter into the holy of holies—into the very presence of God Himself (see Heb. 10:19-22).
Josephus, a first century Pharisee and historian, reported that this four-inch-thick veil, which was renewed every year, could not be pulled apart by horses tied to each side. It barred all but the high priest from the presence of God, but when it suddenly ripped apart from top to bottom at the death of Jesus (Mark 15:37,38), access to God was made available to all who come to Him through Jesus.
Hallowed be Thy name, Jehovah-shalom, “the Lord Is Peace.” Thank You for restoring mankind to that peace with God which was lost through the fall.
Another compound name of God, Jehovah-shammah (sham'-mah), means “Jehovah Is There” (see Ezek. 48:35). Shammah is the Hebrew word meaning “the overflowing, ever-present One.” This name is the promise of a holy God dwelling in the midst of His people. It is the promise of His presence.
The presence of God Himself is in believers, who are the living, growing, holy temple of God, through the Spirit (see Eph. 2:20-22). The word used for “temple” in verse 21 does not refer to the temple in general, but the “sanctuary.” In the sanctuary stood the altar of incense, and in the holiest place of all was the mercy seat above which the divine presence or the shekinah glory hovered. Now, through Jesus, we are temples of clay, filled with the glorious presence of God.
Thank God that because your sins are forgiven you can be filled and flooded with God Himself: You can be filled with His Holy Spirit. And that's not all. Jesus promised, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). He has sent the comforting, strengthening, interceding, communing Holy Spirit to your side. Hallowed be Thy name, Jehovah-shammah, “the Lord Is There.”
Remember, you are hallowing God's name because of who He is and because of what He has done for you. As you meditate upon the various names of God your Father, affirm your faith by turning your thoughts into declarations of faith and praise.
“Father, You are Jehovah-tsidkenu. You are my righteousness. I stand before You righteous and forgiven because of the blood of Your dear Son. You are Jehovah-m'kaddesh, “the Lord Who Sanctifies.” You conform me into the image of Your Son and break sin's power over me. You are Jehovah-shalom, my peace. Jesus made peace by the blood of His cross and reconciled me to You. Now Your peace which passes all understanding keeps my heart and my mind. You are Jehovah-shammah. You have filled me with Your overflowing presence, and You will never leave me nor forsake me. Thank You for living in me, Lord.”
That is an example of what it means to hallow God's name and to make faith declarations based upon who He is and what He has done for you. But there is much, much more for which you should hallow your Father's name.



CHAPTER NINE
 APPROPRIATING GOD'S PROMISES
Now don't get me wrong. Prayer is not magic, nor is it easy. But prayer works. As we acknowledge Him in all our ways, God really does give us the desires of our hearts.
Some time after I became a Christian, my mother confided to me that she planned to leave my dad. “Larry,” she sighed, “your dad and I have lived together all these years, and it's been a terrible life. I just can't take his drinking anymore. I can't keep living this way.”
Crushed, I pleaded, “Mama, please don't leave him.”
But Mother countered, “You're gone now, and your sister has grown up and left home. Why shouldn't I leave?”
“Because, Mama,” I answered, “I've been readin' the red part of my Bible.”
“Well, what's that supposed to mean?” Mother asked wearily, a note of exasperation in her voice.
“It means that Jesus said in Matthew 18:19, ‘If two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.’ I'm one, Mother, and you make two. We can agree and it can be done.”
But Mother didn't share my excitement. She just took a deep breath and admitted, “I don't even have enough faith to believe, Larry.”
“That's okay,” I said. “It doesn't say, ‘If two agree and believe.’ It just says, ‘If two agree.’ If it takes believing, then I'll believe for both of us.” I put my arm around her, and we prayed a prayer of agreement.
Do you know what happened after that conversation? Things got worse! Has that ever happened to you? Did you ever pray for something real hard, but things just got worse?
One night after Daddy got drunk and wrecked his car, I knelt down beside him and tried to talk to him about God, but he leveled me with the back of his hand and snarled, “Don't tell me about that Jesus stuff!”
That night I prayed a puddle of hot tears on my bedroom floor. Jesus had kindled a burning desire in my heart for my dad's salvation, and I refused to give up. You see, I had His promise: “Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart” (Ps. 37:4).
Now that doesn't mean I could have a Cadillac this week, a Mercedes next month and a new house next year. I'm not talking about carnal craziness. I'm talking about losing your life in Jesus and letting Him plant His desires in your heart.
The next week I walked into the kitchen and found my mother sitting at the kitchen table crying. My first thought was that something terrible must have happened. “Mother!” I exclaimed in alarm. “What has happened?”
She dabbed at her tears and replied, “I don't know exactly. All I know is that your daddy pulled over by the side of the road today, got out of the car and prayed, ‘Jesus, if You can do anything with an old drunk like me, I'll give my life to You.’ ”
Within the next few days, I received a call from a hospital in Dallas where my dad had been admitted because his body was totally devastated by alcohol. My father's familiar voice ordered, “Son, bring me a Bible.”
Astonished by his request, I said, “Daddy, what's happened to you?”
Embarrassed, yet proud of his new commitment, he replied sternly, “You know what's happened to me.” But his tone softened as he repeated, “Bring me a Bible.”
With a Bible under my arm I rushed down to the convalescent center. As I walked into his room, Dad embraced me. The first words out of his mouth were “Would you pray for me?”
Together we fell on our faces and cried and prayed. That was over fifteen years ago. My dad has remained sober ever since, and he's the best friend I've ever had. He and my mother are members of my church, driving seventy miles one way every Sunday to attend services. It all happened because my faithful Lord planted a holy desire in my heart to see my daddy healed and made whole in spirit, soul and body. That's the third benefit we enjoy in the New Covenant: health and healing.
Soundness: Health and Healing
The compound name of God, Jehovah-rophe (ro'-phay), means “Jehovah Heals.” The word rophe means “to restore, cure or heal not only in the physical sense but also in the spiritual and moral sense.” That's what God did for my daddy.
In my systematic theology class at seminary, professors tried to tell me that Jesus doesn't heal in our day; then they attempted to convince me that this New Covenant was better than the old. I didn't buy it, and neither should you! He is still “the healer God.”
Do you or does someone you know need healing? Then begin to thank the Lord that by His stripes you are healed (see Is. 53:5; Matt. 8:16,17). Healing is already a finished work in the mind of God (1 Pet. 2:24). Make that faith declaration. Concentrate on the blood, not on yourself or how you feel. Concentrate upon who He is and upon what His blood has purchased for you. As you praise Him, He will be what you need Him to be—He will be Jehovah-rophe, “the Lord Who Heals.”
Put yourself in a faith position before God. Remember, the greatest faith words ever spoken are “thank you.” Therefore, stir yourself up to give thanks for the stripes He took on His back for your healing. Hallow His name, Jehovah-rophe, and thank Him for the health and healing that are yours through Jesus Christ.
Success: Freedom From the Curse of the Law
The fourth benefit you enjoy because of the covenant relationship with God your Father is freedom from the curse of the law.
When I was growing up, my home environment wasn't too positive. My dad used to shake his head at me in disgust and mutter, “I'll probably have to support you the rest of my life.” I halfway believed him. I felt doomed to failure; I really didn't expect to succeed in life. The real Larry Lea never seemed to measure up to anybody's expectation.
I thought it was just I. I didn't know Paul plainly declared in Romans 3:23: “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” Our sins condemn us to failure. All men and women fall short continually in every area of life: morally, emotionally, financially, socially, spiritually and physically. No mortal has ever fulfilled all the requirements of the law.
I was preaching on this subject one time when I uttered the worst preacher “blooper” of my entire ministry. Waxing eloquent, I exclaimed, “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God!” Then pointing toward the congregation, I asked, “How many of you are tired of always falling short? Well, I've got good news for you. Christ has redeemed us from all our falling shorts.”
Christ had redeemed us, but there was no way for me to redeem that situation! My wife laughed so hard she almost fell out of her chair. But the fact of the matter is, Christ truly has redeemed us from all our “falling shorts.”
In Galatians 3:10 we read, “Cursed is everyone that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.” However, Romans 8:2 states: “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.” And in Galatians 3:13, Paul declares: “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.” What is this curse of the law from which Christ has redeemed us? To answer that question, we must return to the book of Genesis and its account of the fall of mankind.
Adam and Eve's decision to disobey God, a decision resulting in the fall of our first parents, had far-reaching effects. By their act of disobedience, sin and all its dreadful consequences entered into the world. God's image in mankind became distorted and marred, human beings became alienated from their Creator, and all mankind came under a sentence of death.
Through Moses God gave mankind His law that set forth the only standard of righteousness acceptable to God. The Mosaic Law, a covenant of works, established a model for mankind's everyday conduct; however, lacking power to conform to that perfect standard, mankind always fell short. The curse of the broken law meant humanity was doomed to a frustrating, hopeless life-style of failure.
But when mankind fell into sin, we also fell into God's arms of redeeming mercy. Jesus Christ, God's only Son, and the only perfect human, voluntarily offered Himself up on the cross, bore the death penalty of the curse for us, satisfied every demand of the law, and gave us a new and better covenant. New Covenant believers are free from the law's condemnation because Christ's righteousness has been imputed to them. In addition, as a result of Christ's atonement, the commandments of the law become, not impossible standards, but gracious duties and privileges willingly and effectively carried out by a redeemed people possessing the power of the Holy Spirit.
But that is not all that Jesus Christ accomplished for us when He took away our curse. Through Jesus, God's riches belong to His covenant people, riches that cover every conceivable need on this earth. According to Galatians 3:14, Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law in order that the blessing of Abraham might come on us. What was the blessing of Abraham? Genesis 24:1 tells us the Lord blessed Abraham in all things. Paul reasons, “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?” (Rom. 8:32).
Deuteronomy 28 details the blessings God has ordained to overtake obedient believers, blessings which are ours through Jesus Christ. Let me list some of them. God's blessings will be upon you, your family and your material possessions (v. 4). God will cause your enemies to be defeated (v. 7). The Lord will command His blessing upon your storehouse (your treasury) and upon all you undertake (v. 8). He will open His treasury to you in order that you might lend and not have to borrow from others (v. 12). You will be successful, for God will make you the head and not the tail. You will be above and not beneath (v. 13).
However, if God's covenant people do not obey Him and walk in His ways, God promises to rebuke every enterprise to which they set their hands and to allow them to be overtaken by curses, confusion, poverty, failure and devastating diseases (Deut. 28:15-45).
Thus Jesus, as we have seen, took the curse of our failure and insufficiency and became our source of success and blessing, our Jehovah-jireh (pronounced “yeer'a” in Hebrew, but commonly pronounced “ji'-rah”). The name Jehovah-jireh means “the Lord Who Sees” or “Jehovah's Provision Shall Be Seen” (see Gen. 22, especially v. 14).
God our Father sees our needs beforehand and makes provision for them. His name, Jehovah-jireh, is a revelation of God's willingness and ability to make provision for our sin and need. Because Jesus has taken the curse away, we are free from moral, financial, emotional, social or spiritual failure, for God has ordained our success. We can do all things through Christ (see Phil. 4:13).
Therefore, as you hallow His name, Jehovah-jireh, thank God that you are free from the curse. Make the praise declaration that Jesus, who was made a curse for you, has freed you, and you do not have to live under the curse of the law. The writer of an old hymn made such a declaration: “Though earth hinders and hell rages, all must work for good to thee!” Sing it! Say it! Believe it!
Security: Freedom From the Fear of Death and Hell
The fifth benefit you enjoy in your covenant relationship with God your Father is freedom from the fear of death and hell.
The compound name of God, Jehovah-nissi (nis'-see), means “Jehovah My Banner” (see Ex. 17:15.) The word for banner might also be translated “pole, ensign or standard.” Among the Jews, it is also a word denoting “miracle.” As an ensign or standard, it was a rallying point to kindle hope and efforts, a signal raised on an elevated place on a special occasion. The banner represented God's cause, His battle, and was a sign of deliverance and salvation.
Isaiah predicted that a rod would come forth out of the stem of Jesse which would be an ensign (flag or banner) of the people (11:10). That stem of Jesse is Jesus Christ (Rom. 1:3). Jesus, our banner of redemption and warfare, was lifted up on a rugged cross on Mount Calvary. He has gone before us and conquered the world and its power to harm us (John 16:33, Amplified). God has exalted Christ far above all other rulers, authorities and powers, has put all things under His feet and appointed Him the head of the church (Eph. 1:19-22). Now Jesus goes in battle before believers, gives us the victory and makes us conquerors (1 Cor. 15:57).
When Jesus Christ, our banner, was resurrected from the dead, He abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel (see 2 Tim. 1:10). Now we no longer have to fear death, for Jesus Christ's death and resurrection rendered powerless him who had the power of death, Satan (Heb. 2:14,15). Christ's banner over us is love, and love never fails.
Another compound name of God, Jehovah-rohi (ro'-ee), means “Jehovah My Shepherd” (see Ps. 23). The primary meaning of rohi or ro'eh is “to feed or lead to pasture, as a shepherd does his flock.” It can also be translated “companion” or “friend.”
Jesus is the shepherd of His people (John 10:11; Heb. 13:20), and He feeds, leads, protects and cares for His sheep. Because He is our shepherd, we do not have to fear death (see Ps. 23:1,4,6; 1 Cor. 15:55-57).
As you meditate upon the cross, praise the Lord that you are free from death and hell because your sin was taken away at Calvary. Praise Him because you will never perish, but have eternal life. Focus on Jesus who was crucified and declare: “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” (Gal. 2:20).
Consider this. If you are a believer, and someone took a gun and shot you right now, your earthly body would slump in death, but your living spirit would go immediately into the presence of the Lord (see 2 Cor. 5:8). Once your spirit grasps the truth that you are an eternal creature who will never die, you will live differently, talk differently, walk differently. You are an eternal being, already experiencing eternal life.
Thank God that He is your banner who has conquered death, hell and the grave. Praise the Lord because He is your shepherd who will lead you through the valley of the shadow of death and into the house of the Lord where you will dwell forever. Hallowed be Thy name, Jehovah-nissi, “the Lord My Banner.” Hallowed be Thy name, Jehovab-rohi,” the Lord My Shepherd.”
Philippians 2:9-11 says: “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow.” The knees of every foe must bow and acknowledge Christ's supreme authority, power and dominion. The full character and nature of God the Father are found in the name of Jesus. The Jehovah names of God apply to Jesus who said, “I am come in my Father's name” (John 5:43). “In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily,” states Colossians 2:9.
By believing on Jesus' name we are born again (John 1:12,13), and by believing on His name we live in victory. We must submit to the lordship of Jesus and to the dominion of that name in every area of our lives, for Paul said, “Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity” (2 Tim. 2:19).
If we allow anything in our lives that is not His nature and will, we are taking His name in vain. We are not sanctifying His name; we are profaning it. Therefore, we must submit to the lordship of Jesus and to the dominion of His name in every area of our lives, for God has commanded, “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain” (Ex. 20:7).
In the great Azusa Street revival of the early 1900s, this altar invitation was given: “Everyone interested in pardon, sanctification, healing and the baptism in the Holy Spirit, rise and come.” The speaker was right on! Jesus is our righteousness, sanctifier, peace, healer, provider, banner and shepherd, and He is the overflowing One present within us.
Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Help us, Lord, not to take Your name in vain.
REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. Why can we call the God of the universe “Father”?
 _____________________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________________
2. Draw a line connecting each Old Testament Hebrew name for God with its correct English translation:
 
	Hebrew 	Translation 
	Jehovah-tsidkenu
	Jehovah My Shepherd 
	Jehovah-shalom
	Jehovah Is There 
	Jehovah-shammah
	Jehovah Who Sanctifies 
	Jehovah-m'kaddesh
	Jehovah Is Peace 
	Jehovah-jireh
	God's Provision Shall Be Seen 
	Jehovah-rohi
	Jehovah My Banner 
	Jehovah-nissi
	Jehovah Heals 
	Jehovah-rophe
	Jehovah My Righteousness 

3. Match the letter of each word on the left with the benefit in the New Covenant with which it corresponds.
 
	Word 	Benefit 
	a. Spirit 	__The promise of forgiveness of sin and deliverance from sin's dominion 
	b. Soundness 	__The fullness of the Holy Spirit 
	c. Sin 	__The promise of health and healing 
	d. Success 	__The promise of freedom from the curse of the law 
	e. Security 	__Freedom from the fear of death and hell 

4. Cursing and using God's name in profanity is one way that people take His name in vain. Explain another way we can take His name in vain_____
 ____________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________
PRAYER OUTLINE
1. Our Father which art in heaven
1. Form a mental picture of the blood shed by Jesus on the cross.

2. Thank God you can call Him “Father” by virtue of that blood.

2. Hallowed be thy name
1. Benefit 1: Sin—forgiveness of sin and deliverance from sin's dominion

1. Hallow His name.



1. Jehovah-tsidkenu: Jehovah Our Righteousness





2. Jehovah-m'kaddesh: Jehovah Who Sanctifies





2. Make your faith declarations.



2. Benefit 2: Spirit—fullness of the Holy Spirit

1. Hallow His name.



1. Jehovah-shalont: Jehovah Is Peace.





2. Jehovah-shammah: Jehovah Is There.





2. Make your faith declarations.



3. Benefit 3: Soundness—health and healing

1. Hallow His name.



1. Jehovah-rophe: Jehovah Heals.





2. Make your faith declarations.



4. Benefit 4: Success—freedom from the curse

1. Hallow His Name.



1. Jehovah-jireh: God's Provision Shall Be Seen.





2. Make your faith declarations.



5. Benefit 5: Security—freedom from the fear of death and hell

1. Hallow His name.



1. Jehovah-rohi: Jehovah My Shepherd.





2. Jehovah-nissi: Jehovah My Banner.





2. Make your faith declarations.



3. Am I taking the Lord's name in vain?
1. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal areas in which you may be taking the Lord's name in vain.

2. Submit yourself to the lordship of Christ.

4. Pray in the Spirit, worshipping and making melody in your heart to the Lord.



SECTION THREE
 PRIORITIES:
 “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done.”



CHAPTER TEN
 GOD'S KINGDOM IN YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
The Mekilta, an ancient manuscript that includes a commentary on most of the book of Exodus, includes this parable.
A man came to a province and asked the people if he could reign over them.
They said, “What good have you done for us? Why should we accept your reign?”
In response, the man built them a wall. He brought them water. He fought battles for them. Then he asked the question again, “May I reign over you?”
They responded, “Yes! Yes!”
The parable continues: Thus it was with the Omnipresent. He redeemed Israel from Egypt. He parted the sea for them. He brought them manna.
He provided them with a well. He sent them the quail. He fought the battle of Amalek for them. He said to them, “May I reign over you?” They replied, “Yes! Yes!”1
The parable stops there, but its application does not. God our Father comes to us and asks, “May I reign over you?”
Often our audacious reply is “Who are You and what good have You done for us that we should accept Your reign?”
God need not reply, yet out of love He does: “I am your Father, the Creator God, who so loved the world that I gave My only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. His shed blood brought you righteousness and sanctification, peace and access into My presence. With the stripes on His back you were healed and made whole.
“He has redeemed you from the curse of falling short. He sees your needs ahead of time and makes provision for them. He is your banner who goes into battle before you and breaks open the way. You do not have to fear death or hell because He is the Good Shepherd who laid down His life for His sheep, abolished death and brought life and immortality to light.”
Then once more God asks, “May I reign over you?”
God reigns over us when we obey Him, accept His rule and authority in our lives and become active in Jesus' kingdom movement to defeat evil, redeem sinners and bring to mankind the blessings of God's reign. This, essentially, is what we are earnestly desiring when we declare, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done.” We are submitting to God and calling upon Him to perform His will on earth.
Consider the verbs in these two statements: Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven. In the Greek, the verbs are placed at the beginning of these two statements for emphasis. I cannot translate the meaning in any better way than to say that it is like a man firmly, decisively putting his foot down. “Come, kingdom of God! Be done, will of God!” Let me illustrate.
In a business transaction or in a relationship, have you ever said, “I'm drawing the line right here. This is the way it's going to be. I'm putting my foot down!”? That is the idea in these two statements. Therefore, it is neither arrogant nor presumptuous to declare boldly, “Come, kingdom of God. Be done, will of God.”
God has a will for each day of your life; therefore, put your foot down in prayer. Instead of constantly mouthing weak little prayers such as “Oh, Jesus, help me,” begin boldly declaring God's promises. Stand in the victory that Christ has won for you. Refuse to let Satan's puny attempts to intimidate you hinder God's mighty purposes. Declare that God's will shall be done, that His kingdom shall come. And what is the kingdom of God? Paul tells us, “The kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 14:17).
We want God's priorities to become established in our lives, but so often “the tail wags the dog.” Someone has called it “the tyranny of the urgent,” meaning we allow many things that cause us anxiety and trouble to crowd out the important things, things that should be given top priority.
For example, have you ever buttoned up your jacket and missed the top button? You glanced down, saw everything was out of line and realized you'd have to unbutton it and start all over. Life is like that. If you don't have God as your top priority, nothing else will line up as it should. Your health, emotions, goals and relationships get off center.
How well I know! In the early years of my marriage and ministry, my time priorities were all out of line. I was a student at a seminary 35 miles away from home, minister of youth and evangelism at Beverly Hills Baptist Church, a husband and the father of three little kids.
When it came to time management, my priorities went something like this: The church came first, my studies came second, my family came third, and prayer and communion with God came last. I knew that Jesus commanded, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6:33), but I did just the opposite. I was busy seeking “all these things” instead of seeking first the kingdom. But when I put Jesus first, He began to put all the other things into their proper places, and the confusion and disorder were replaced by the soothing peace of God.
As the years passed by and my schedule became busier and more complicated, it became necessary for me to be away from my family much of the time, but Melva and I knew what to do. We made our schedules a matter of prayer, and God showed us unique solutions for our particular way of life.
What works for me will work for you. As you give priority to prayer and seek God's wisdom, the Lord will begin to correct and realign your schedule, revealing the solutions to your time management problems.
Ordering your time priorities is important, but next you must establish prayer priorities. As you pray, you must declare that God's kingdom come and His will be done in these four major areas: 1. yourself; 2. your family; 3. your church; 4. your nation. How do you pray over these four important areas?
Just as the set of its rudder determines a ship's course, so the tongue sets the course of one's life, for the tongue is the rudder of life (see James 3:3-5). Although aimless confessions will not accomplish much, when the tongue agrees with the Spirit of God and declares with sincerity and faith, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,” the correct course of life is set. So every day as you pray, declare that God's kingdom shall come and that His will shall be done in these four major areas.
Yourself
Begin with yourself. James 5:16 says, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” Unless you are right before God, your prayer will not be effective. Each day pray that God's kingdom—His righteousness, joy and peace—be established in you and that His will for you that day be set in your spirit.
You need divine wisdom and revelation if you are properly to administrate your home, business, resources and so forth. When you pray, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,” invite Jesus to assume His rightful place on the throne of your heart and to rule your spirit, soul and body. Then pray over the particular concerns in which you will be involved throughout the day.
Ask the Holy Spirit to empower you with ability, efficiency and might. In the words of Jude, “Build yourself up…make progress, rise like an edifice higher and higher…” by praying in the Holy Spirit (v. 20, Amplified). Stay before the Lord until the course of your day is set and the Spirit of God is functioning in you. This is vitally important, for if Jesus is not Lord in you, He will not be Lord in your second priority—your family.
Your Family
If you are married, pray for your mate. Pray that righteousness, peace and joy will rule your mate's life. Making the declaration of faith, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,” pray over the needs of your mate until the Spirit releases you to move on in prayer. This is vitally important because if you lose your own house, your work for the house of God will be greatly hindered.
A young evangelist on the verge of losing his wife seemed more concerned about his reputation and the revival meetings he had scheduled than in wooing his wife and seeing their marriage restored. As he knelt to pray about the great ministry he wanted to do for God, the Lord put a piercing question to His young servant: “What makes you think I want to entrust My Bride to you when you won't even take care of your own?”
Our families must come first. Some of the most remorseful people I know are individuals who tried to win the world for God but lost their own families in the process.
How should you pray for your family? If you have children, declare, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,” in each of their lives. Make specific petitions. Listen to what the Spirit of God speaks to you regarding your children.
The Lord began speaking to me about our son, John Aaron, while he was still in his mother's womb, and everything the Spirit of God said to me is coming to pass in his life.
When he was 11, John Aaron said, “Daddy, do you remember Mikey, the boy at school whom nobody likes because he's dyslexic? He can't read, and the kids say he's stupid. Well, today I led him to Jesus.”
Do you know why that happened? Because every day of John Aaron's life I have declared, “Thy kingdom come in him, Lord. Will of God, be done in him!” Every day I pray over my son and my two daughters, Joanna and Joy Elizabeth, and make that declaration over them.
I also pray over the persons each of them may eventually marry and pray that they will not get out of the perfect will of God for their lives. Why? Because I've seen that it pays to pray like that. Here's the best illustration I know of praying for your children and those whom they will marry.
My wife, Melva Jo, has her master's degree in music; she is an operatic soprano, an incredible vocalist who has sung all over the world. We met when we were in college. She was Miss Dallas Baptist College, and I was a “mole in a hole.” (I was busy reading the red and praying for the power, remember?) Here she was, the socialite of the campus, singing for the president of the Southern Baptist Convention, and here I was, just a little old guy who couldn't match my socks. We were both in the college choir, so I'd noticed her, of course. But I was going with a girl back in my home town, and Melva was engaged to a guy in Mississippi.
Our choir traveled all over the world that year, and Melva and I became friends. One evening she and I were in my car headed for a concert when she casually announced, “Well, I'm gonna' get married.”
I grinned and said, “You ought to marry that poor guy, Melva. You've been engaged to him for three years.”
Melva was silent for a minute then answered quietly, “Yes, but I'm not going to marry him.”
Something in the way she said that made something inside of me go “Doi-yoi-yoi-yoiing!” I didn't say a word and neither did she, but it must have hit her, too, because she didn't want me to drive her back to the college that night. Actually, she did something really mature: Here she was a senior in college, and she hid in the bathroom so I couldn't find her.
And the next day? Well, then she wouldn't go to class because she didn't want to face me. But I knew where she worked, so I did something really mature, too. I went there and hid behind a tree. When she got off work, I jumped out in front of her and commanded, “Melva Jo Bryant, don't you go anywhere.”
She smiled, ducked her head and said softly, “I'm not going anywhere.”
We went to a quiet hillside to talk. The sun was setting, and it was so romantic. Like Simon Peter not knowing what to say on the Mount of Transfiguration, I blurted out, “Do you realize we could get married?” (That was one of the first serious things I had ever said to her.)
Returning my gaze, she said thoughtfully, “Yes, I guess so. Larry, if this is really the Lord, my fiance will call and break up with me.”
You guessed it. Three days later that dude called her. “Melva,” he confessed, “I've been wanting to call for several weeks now, but I didn't want to break your heart. You see, I'm going with a girl here in Mississippi, and I want to break my engagement to you. I don't think we should get married.”
He must have been shocked by the tone in Melva's reply. “Good!” she said, breathing a prayer of thanks. “Good!”
Melva came to me and told me what had happened, adding emphatically: “This is the Lord's will.”
I thought, I'm too young to die!
Then Melva announced, “We've got to talk to my daddy.”
“Your daddy?” I mumbled, trying not to choke.
So we drove off to the hills of Arkansas where Melva had grown up. Late that night we arrived at her parents' home where they greeted us at the door. Melva introduced me and announced proudly, “Daddy, this is the man I'm going to marry.”
Mr. Bryant stared at me and sputtered, “That? That? That's what I've prayed for—for almost forty years?” (That's not the whole truth, but it went something like that.)
Then he sat me down at their breakfast table and told me a story I'll never forget. “Son,” he began kindly, “Melva's mother was told that it was medically impossible for her ever to bear a child. But we cried out to God as Hannah did for Samuel. For twenty years we prayed, ‘God, give us a child. Thy will be done over our child.’ After twenty years of marriage, we made a vow to God. We promised, ‘God, if the child You give us is a boy, we will dedicate him to the ministry. If it's a girl, we'll dedicate her to be a pastor's wife.’ ”
Mr. Bryant paused, and I thought, I never even had a chance!
Then Melva's dad continued the story. “When my wife was 40 years old, she conceived for the first time. For seven of the nine months of pregnancy she lay flat on her back in bed. But when she gave birth to a healthy girl, we held our baby up before the Lord and vowed, ‘Jesus, every day of her life we will declare that the will of God be done in our child.’ ”
Don't you see? Melva's decision, “I'm not going to marry him,” was the 40-year composite of her parents putting their foot down in prayer and declaring, “Thy will be done in the life of our daughter, Lord.”
That's why I urge you to intercede for your children and to pray that they will not get out of the perfect will of God for their lives. While your children are young, ask God to reveal His plans for their futures in order that you can train them up in the way they should go. Treasure in your heart those things the Lord speaks to you about each child, and claim God's wisdom daily in guiding and training your children.
Petition the Lord to lay other family members upon your heart. Allow the circle of your concern and compassion to be enlarged.
At times you are sure to get “hung up” in prayer, unable to leave one person. When that happens, be sensitive to the Holy Spirit because He knows that the person needs prayer that day. Make sure you do not rush through some little prayer formula, but pray until the Holy Spirit gives you release.
If your prayer time is gone and you have not prayed through all the topics in the Lord's Prayer, stop and then pick up the prayer outline where you left off at the first opportunity later in the day—driving your car, working around the house, before going to sleep. Let your life become a life of prayer. Learn to “pray the price” for what you need.
And every day as God asks, “May I reign in you?,” joyfully declare: “Yes! Yes! Thy kingdom come, Lord! Thy will be done. I call upon You to perform Your perfect will in me, in my mate and children and in my loved ones. I place Your will before my own desires.”
There are other important priorities yet to be established and maintained. Let's consider these next as we, with intense inward yearning, continue to pray this powerful plea: “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done!”.



CHAPTER ELEVEN
 GOD'S KINGDOM IN YOUR CHURCH AND NATION
In 1974 I interviewed Richard Wurmbrand, a Jewish Christian who had spent three years in a Romanian dungeon where he was tortured for his faith. “Mr. Wurmbrand,” I asked, “do you think American Christians are going to experience what you experienced?”
His reply startled me. “No,” he answered thoughtfully, “I don't think it's going to come. I think it's already here. In America, I experience ten times more demonic spiritual oppression fighting to make me draw back than I ever experienced in a dungeon.”
It is an indisputable fact. As believers, you and I are part of God's army, and it is at war. It's time we realized that God's army was formed to fight, not to show off our shiny brass buttons and spit-shined boots. God has called us to be warriors—to be an anointed, delivering army with healing in our hands. We can lose by default, but we cannot lose if we will fight.
Paul, one of God's generals, commanded us to “fight the good fight of faith” (1 Tim. 6:12). Notice that Paul didn't say, “Fight if you feel like it. Fight if you have that sort of personality.” Every believer must fight the good fight of faith. Satan has declared war on believers, and he does not fight fair.
The devil doesn't bat a bloodshot eye at attacking the harmless, the innocent or the inexperienced in battle. You and your family are just as much Satan's prey as your church and your nation are. Therefore, it is of critical importance that you learn how to pray daily over four vital areas and declare, “Come, kingdom of God! Be done, will of God!”
We have talked about how you can establish and maintain godly priorities in yourself and your family. Now turn your attention to two other critical areas, your church and your nation, and let's discover how to defeat the devil there.
Your Church
Your third prayer priority is your church. Pray for the pastor, the leadership of the church, the faithfulness of the people, and the harvest.
Pastor. As you pray for your pastor, ask God to anoint him, speak to him and direct him. Petition the Lord to give your pastor a shepherd's heart, to impart wisdom to him as he spends time in the Word and in prayer, and to make him a pure channel through which the gifts and power of the Holy Spirit can flow.
Leadership. Say the leaders' names in prayer. As you pray for them one by one, the Holy Spirit often will show you specific needs. Pray for the people in the church who are ministering in ways which touch your own life directly. Pray that the Lord will make the various groups and organizations in the church healthy. Ask the Lord to show them how to breathe in through fellowship and breathe out in evangelism.
Faithfulness. Pray that the people of the church will be faithful to their families, to the vision God has given your church, and to Jesus. Entreat the Holy Spirit to plant them in the house of the Lord, so they will bring forth fruit as soul winners and intercessors. Pray that they will be faithful in bringing their tithes and offerings into the storehouse and that they will serve God as He deserves to be served.
Harvest. God gave me a passage from Isaiah to claim when praying in the harvest for the church:
Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the west; I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth; even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory (Is. 43:5-7).
Therefore, as I pray over my church, I speak to the powers and principalities of the air who work in the children of disobedience (see Eph. 2:2). These powers and principalities hold the reins over certain areas, so I speak to the area north of my church as if it were a person and say, “North, you have people God wills to become a part of my church. I command you in the name of Jesus to release every person who is supposed to become a part of this body.”
Then I speak to the South, East and West, and in the Spirit I look them right in the face. I command them to release every one—not every other one—that God has ordained to be saved, planted, strengthened and established in my church. I tarry there in prayer until I have a release in my spirit that the evil powers are listening and relinquishing what belongs to me. Through the Spirit, I face those geographical areas and challenge them until they drop the reins of control. Then in Jesus' name, I ask God to dispatch angels to minister to the heirs of salvation (see Heb. 1:13,14).
Now that may sound “far out” to some people. But let's not fall into the habit of labeling every slightly out-of-the-ordinary approach we run up against as the sure sign of a counterfeit; it may be the real thing. Remember how unorthodox Jesus' methods seemed to the Pharisees who perceived themselves to be spiritual experts. As Donald Gee, a wise British pastor and Bible teacher for many years, once said, “Those who pretend to pass judgment in spiritual matters must be prepared to show their credentials of personal spiritual experience.”1 Unfortunately, many people condemning manifestations and experiences birthed by the Holy Spirit have had little personal experience with either.
How many of you know Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever? And how many of you also know the Pharisees are the same yesterday, today and forever! Let's not be spiritually ignorant and naive. Let's desire to be balanced, not embalmed. Now get a good grip on your theological hat, because I've got something else to say!
One day when I was praying intently in the Spirit and commanding the North to give up everyone who belonged to my church, I saw a vision of a huge, black, moss-covered, Darth-Vader-looking creature. He stood at least nine feet tall, and he held a chain. The demonic spirit sneered at me in contempt, beckoning to me, mocking me, as if to say, “Are you really serious? Are you willing to fight me over this?”
Something stood straight up in my spirit, and I knew how David must have felt as he faced Goliath. I heard myself backing him down, declaring that he would release every soul the Holy Spirit was drawing to become a part of God's church. He stared at me as I resisted him in the name of Jesus, then he slowly dropped the chain and backed off.
Close to that time, something else happened. One morning I was speaking to the North, South, East and West, commanding them to give up. Just then, I saw a vision of a huge, marching army. I'm talking about tens of thousands! They were wearing fatigues and marching in perfect time. Amazed, I asked, “Lord, what is that?”
The Lord replied, “Son, that's your church.” At that time, our church had only about 300 people, so I gasped incredulously, “My church?”
Later, the Lord spoke again and explained, “Larry, when you pray that the East will give up, you're thinking about the Texas towns of Greenville and Sulphur Springs, less than 50 miles away, but when I say East, I'm thinking about Germany. I'm talking about Jerusalem. I'm the God of the whole earth.”
I laughed and really got a kick out of that. I even shared it with the intercessors in our early morning prayer meeting, and we all laughed about God thinking of Germany when we declared, “East, give up! Keep not back!”
Well, the next Sunday as I gave the invitation at the close of the service, I said, “All week long I have prayed over you people, and I know you are here from the North, South, East and West, because we have prayed you in. The Bible says the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. How many of you feel today that the Lord is adding you to this church? Will you please raise your hands and then come down to the front here so I can pray over you?”
Down the aisle walked a handsome six-foot-four man with his beautiful blonde wife and two cute little boys. The Spirit of God whispered to me, “Ask him where they're from.”
Obediently, I singled out the man and inquired, “Sir, would you tell me where you are from?”
He almost clicked his heels together and saluted! He said, “Two years ago while I was serving in Germany as a major in the U.S. Army, I heard one of your tapes about praying over the North, South, East and West. The Lord told me to resign my commission in the army, move to Rockwall, Texas, and join the army of God here.”
Folks, this is real stuff! We must learn to pray and obey, as Cho said years ago, and God will take care of the details. It wasn't a beautiful building or some perfectly orchestrated program that added 4,789 new members to Church on the Rock in 1985- In one three-month period in 1986 we saw over 500 people born again. That spiritual momentum continues to build. That's not Larry Lea; that's God.
God has taught us first to pray and command the North, South, East and West to give up. Then we ask the Holy Spirit to draw souls to Jesus, and we release angels to minister to the heirs of salvation. We pray, “Don't let the people have wrecks while they're on their way to church. Don't let things provoke families to arguments and prevent their coming to God's house. Minister grace to the people as they're driving here.” And last, we declare the faith level given to us by God.
What do I mean by that? When I speak of faith levels, I'm not referring to “hype,” “positive mental attitude” or man-made and man-motivated objectives. I'm talking about Spirit-imparted goals. You see, the Spirit of God puts into my spirit a specific number of souls I am to ask God for. I share it with my staff, and we begin to ask for that specific number of additions. Each morning as we pray, we set ourselves in agreement with God for that particular number of souls to be added to the church. Through the years, we have noted a marked correlation between the number of faithful intercessors in our early morning prayer meetings, the amount of tithes and offerings given and the number of people added to the church. For instance, in 1984 we had about twenty faithful intercessors at morning prayer. (We had more people praying, but I'm talking about faithful prayer warriors.) Our offerings were around $20,000 weekly, and about twenty people joined the church each week.
The number of intercessors grew, and about mid-way through 1984 God said, “I want you to believe Me for sixty new members and $60,000 a week.” We began having about sixty faithful intercessors, the offerings grew to $60,000 weekly, and we averaged sixty new additions to our church each week.
The number of faithful intercessors climbed, and in 1985 our faith level was for one hundred additions to the church and $ 110,000 each week. God brought it to pass, and this spiritual correlation continues. Today we have many more prayer warriors. Entire families come to the church for morning prayer, and many members of our church who live too far away to drive to Rockwall each morning for prayer have begun morning prayer meetings in their homes.
Now I'm not promising the same thing will happen in your church, but I'll tell you this: If I were you, I'd ask the Holy Spirit to purify my motives. Then I would help begin an early morning prayer meeting in my church if it didn't already have one, and release God to do what He wants to do in your midst.
Make prayer for your church a priority. Pray for the pastor and leadership. Pray for the faithfulness of the people and for the harvest and declare, “Come, kingdom of God. Be done, will of God!”
Your Nation
Your fourth prayer priority is your nation. Pray that the president will have the wisdom of God; that spiritual leaders will walk in wisdom, be people of prayer and be kept by the power of God. Pray specifically, naming your city, state and national leaders. Intercede for the United States. Pray for revival.
The Lord also commands us to pray for the peace of Jerusalem (Ps. 122:6), so pray for the success of the nation of Israel.
You may wish to ask God to lay another nation of the world upon your heart—communist nations, countries experiencing revolution or famine, and so forth. Allow the Spirit of God to enlarge your borders of concern and compassion.
At this point, you will have prayed through the first two topics in Christ's model prayer: “Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name”; and “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven.” There are four remaining demarcations.
Perhaps you now realize how simple it is to pray one hour. You are learning how to pray for multitudes of things that once caused you fear, worry and frustration. And now instead of thinking, How could I ever pray an entire hour?, you may be wondering, How can I ever get through in only one hour?
You see, our problem has been simple. Not knowing what to say or do when we prayed, we wore ourselves out in about ten minutes. But Jesus said, “After this manner pray ye,” and He gave us a prayer outline to follow.
In the context of this prayer are the five major themes that have been restored to vitality in the church in our time. They are praise and worship; kingdom authority; prosperity; relationships; and spiritual authority. Each of those themes is there, and each is in perfect balance. Yes, in the context of this prayer is everything you need in order to live full and free in spiritual victory!
Review Questions
1. The__________________________is the rudder of life (James 3:3-5).
2. What is the kingdom of God? Romans 14:17 declares, “The kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but_____________, and, ____________________, and___________________________ in the Holy Ghost.”
3. What are four major areas in which God's kingdom should be established?
 a_________________________b_______________________
 c_________________________d_______________________
4. Unless you are right before God your prayer will not be effective, for the Bible says: “The effectual, fervent prayer of a ______________________man availeth much” (James 5:16).
5. Your third priority is your church. What four specific areas should be covered when you pray for your church?
 a._________________________b._______________________
 c._________________________d._______________________
6. As a reminder to yourself, in the space provided below list specific people and topics for which you personally want to pray when you come to the fourth priority, your nation:
 ____________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________
7. Can you think of time you spend doing unimportant, unnecessary things during the course of your day that could be devoted to prayer? If so, list those times here and ask the Holy Spirit to help you and remind you to redeem that time.
 ____________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________
Prayer Outline
1. Make a declaration of faith: “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done—not simply willed—but done.”
2. Four major areas to establish His kingdom
1. Yourself

1. Be sure you are right before God.



2. Ask Jesus to be seated on the throne of your life and to rule in every area.



3. Abide before the Lord until the course of your day is set and the Spirit of God is functioning in you.



2. Your family

1. Mate



2. Children



3. Other family members



3. Your church

1. Your pastor



2. Leadership of church



3. Faithfulness of the people



4. The harvest



4. Nation

1. City, state and national political leaders



2. Spiritual leaders



3. Revival



3. Ask the Spirit of God:
1. To implement your priorities.

2. To help you live them out.




SECTION FOUR
 PROVISION:
 “Give us this day our daily bread.”



CHAPTER TWELVE
 BEING IN GOD'S WILL
A third-year seminary student rarely dines at the Petroleum Club in Fort Worth, Texas, but I was in those elegant surroundings at the invitation of the wealthy gentleman seated across the table. After the blessing I reached for my fork, then paused in surprise. He was crying. This distinguished, respected, 60-year-old millionaire bowed his head, and hot tears dripped off his chin, staining his expensive silk tie.
“Sir,” I said softly, “what's wrong? Can I help?”
Several seconds elapsed as he struggled to regain his composure. Taking a deep breath, he confided, “I was 19 years old when God called me to preach, but I said no. I wanted my own way, wanted to make a lot of money. So I refused to take my hands off my life.
His voice broke, and more tears trickled down his face. “But I don't have any peace,” he sobbed brokenly. “I missed God's purpose for my life.”
I can't help imagining that the scene I witnessed that day was a repeat performance of a similar role that might have been played by another wealthy aristocrat in his latter days—the man whom we have come to know as the “rich young ruler.”
You remember the story. Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem when a well-dressed young man came running up and fell at Jesus' feet. “Good Master,” he asked earnestly, “what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?”
Mark records the momentous decision that took place in the next few moments:
Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up thy cross, and follow me. And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions (Mark 10:17-22).
The rich young ruler was a good man, a religious man, but there was something amiss. Jesus knew what it was, and He put His finger on it: the love of money. When He instructed the young man to sell out and follow Him, Jesus wasn't trying to rip the guy off. He was trying to prevent him from trusting in his riches. Jesus was offering the man the soundest investment counseling he would ever receive, but he refused it and walked away.
God's principles are diametrically opposed to those of the world. God says, “Give and it shall be given unto you.” The world cautions, “Get all you can, and can all you get!” But man's ways are not God's ways.
Have you ever noticed the beautiful balance in the Lord's Prayer? The first concern is His name; the second is His kingdom and His will. Then He tells us to pray, “Give us this day our daily bread.” If we seek first God's kingdom and His righteousness, all the other things will be added unto us. We must understand that Jesus was not trying to transform the rich young ruler into the poor old beggar. He was trying to break the power of the greed and poverty that bound this young man's soul.
The rich young ruler's purpose was to count his money at night. He built his life around his bucks. A lot of people are like that. They have their security cushions, but they can't sleep at night or enjoy their T-bone steaks. God wants to free His children from that suffocating mindset.
It is no surprise that God's four basic requirements for successfully praying in what we need are not what the natural man would guess readily. What are those requirements? First, you must be in the will of God. Second, you must believe it is God's will to prosper you. Third, you must be specific when you pray daily for what you need. And fourth, you must be tenacious.
Be in the Will of God
Being in the will of God implies four things: (1) fellowship with Jesus through prayer and reading the Word of God; (2) fellowship with God's church; (3) diligent, balanced work habits; (4) obedience in giving.
Fellowship with Jesus. To be in the will of God, daily fellowship with Jesus in the Word and in prayer is essential. If, like the rich young ruler, you have religion but not a relationship with God, you will not experience God's peace, purpose or power. But as you fellowship with Jesus, the Holy Spirit empowers you with divine ability, efficiency and might to do the will of God (see Acts 1:8, Amplified).
Fellowship with one another. The story is told of a woman who walked up to Dwight L. Moody at the conclusion of a service and said, “Mr. Moody, I want to sing in your choir.”
Moody inquired, “Who is your pastor? Where is your local church?”
The woman stuck her nose in the air and replied smugly, “I do not have a local church or a pastor. I am a member of the great universal church.”
Moody thought about it for a second and said, “You go find the pastor of the great universal church and sing in his choir.”
Now Moody wasn't being rude; he was being realistic, for the Word of God commands:
Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you (Heb. 13:17).
It is God's will that we be rightly related to our brothers and sisters in a local church. We should also be committed and submitted to our pastor. We are commanded not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together; instead, we are to exhort one another (see Heb. 10:25). Now exhort means “to admonish, to urge one to pursue some future course of conduct.” Isn't it wonderful to fellowship with believers who can impel us morally, encourage and urge us forward and stimulate us to good works?
Balanced, diligent work habits. The next prerequisite to being in the will of God is to have diligent, balanced work habits. Paul gave instructions regarding work (see 1 Thess. 4:11,12). We are to earn our living with our own hands and command the respect of the outside world as we are self-supporting and have need of nothing. Paul warned us not to be neglectful of duty and pass our lives in idleness, being busy with other people's affairs instead of our own, thus doing no work (see 1 Thess. 3:11,12). As a matter of fact, Paul commanded: “If any would not work neither should he eat” (2 Thess. 3:10).
As pastor of a church, I've noticed that we human beings seem to be divided into two groups: givers and takers. Now I know for a fact there are seasons when God may lead a believer to live by faith, and then He will even send ravens to feed that believer if necessary. However, far too often, the brother or sister who asserts, “God told me to live by faith,” is actually saying, “I want to live on your faith.”
That's one side of the coin. But the other side of the coin is also a problem. Too many believers are working two jobs in order to keep up with the Joneses and dress their kids in designer jeans. We need to get real! We sing, “When we've been there 10,000 years, bright shining as the sun,” without a thought that the bricks and sticks and stuff for which we neglect the kingdom of God and work so hard will be vapor in 10,000 years.
Some believers are workaholics who allow the cares of this life and the deceitfulness of riches to choke out the Word of God and render their lives fruitless (see Matt. 13:22). Pride, fear, worry and insecurity drive us to overwork, but when we realize that God our Father is our source—not ourselves or paychecks or savings accounts— we can be content to do the possible and let Him do the impossible.
Obedience in giving. The fourth prerequisite to being in the will of God is obedience in giving. In Malachi 3:10, God promises that if we bring our tithes into the storehouse, He will open the windows of heaven and pour out so many blessings we cannot contain them. Acknowledging God as our source and giving unselfishly back to Him helps destroy the root of all evil, the love of money (see 1 Tim. 6:10). If we take care of the root of evil, we will not have the fruit of evil in our lives.
God promises that if we bring our tithes into the storehouse, He will pour out blessings upon us. On the other hand, in Malachi 3:8,9, He promises curses if we rob Him of tithes and offerings. God will not bless something He has cursed. Obedience in giving is essential if we are to receive God's best.
We also need to realize there is a proper order to giving and receiving. First, we give that there may be meat in God's house; then He blesses our house. First we give; then it is given to us (see Luke 6:38). As we seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, all these things shall be added unto us (Matt. 6:33). When we give to God first, rather than hoarding our limited resources, we acknowledge that He is our source. Remember: We cannot claim God's blessings if we are violating this basic principle of prosperity.
We must also obey God when He asks us to give the unusual or unexpected. I learned that one the hard way. Maybe you can learn from my mistakes.
I was a 24-year-old married man when I went to India to minister. While there I prayed for a 17-year-old girl who had been blind for ten years. God instantly healed her, and the entire village turned to God because of that miracle.
I had the privilege of ministering in villages where the people had never heard the gospel preached. One day as I walked along a dusty road, the Holy Spirit asked, “What would you say if I told you, just as Jesus told the rich young ruler, to sell everything you own? Would you do it and give the money to missions?”
I replied glibly, “Lord, I'd do anything You tell me to do.” (Let me urge you never to tell God you will do something unless you mean it.) I just assumed it would be one of those “Abraham and Isaac” deals where God tested me to see if I was willing and then just dropped the matter. Instead, God commanded, “Go home and do it!”
At that time, Melva, baby John Aaron and I lived in a little bitty, second-story apartment. Right beneath us lived seven illegal aliens. I mean, this was no high-class joint. We worked for a church, and all we had was a bed, a couch, $200 in savings and a Pontiac that wasn't worth repairing.
But when God asked me to sell what we had and give the money to missions, I discovered that people who don't have anything can be just as hung up on their “stuff” as people who have everything.
When I told Melva what the Lord had told me in India, she didn't feel a confirmation at all. As a matter of fact, she said, “I don't believe that's God, Larry. Let's pray some more about it.”
So instead of obeying God, we prayed a little about it, and I enrolled in seminary. But I got physically sick, emotionally sick, and I was so depressed for six months that I hardly made it.
One Sunday morning I was too ill to go to church, so I sat at home watching evangelist James Robison on television. All of a sudden, James whirled around, pointed at the camera and announced emphatically: “There's a man listening to me who wants to be a prophet of God. God has already told you what to do, and you haven't obeyed Him. Mister, you will stay sick and stay at home until you do what God told you to do.”
His long, skinny finger seemed to point through the screen right at me! So do you know what I did the next day? I got myself a U-Haul trailer and loaded up everything we had in the house. My father-in-law met me at the front door. (You remember him and the tremendous first impression I had made on him?) Making every effort to stay calm and uninvolved, he stuffed his hands in his pockets and asked, “What are you doing, son?”
I replied, “I'm loading up all our furniture, and I'm gonna' sell it and send the money to India.”
His eyes bugged and he choked out, “What did you say?” But I had made up my mind. I was tired of not doing what Jesus had told me to do. Melva cried a little as she helped me load it all up, bless her heart, but we obeyed.
It wasn't easy. Melva and John Aaron and I slept on the floor for a while. Before you shake your head and mutter, “What a fanatic,” let me tell you the rest of the story.
Two years later, while we were still working on that same church staff, we made our final payment on a $49,000 home. It happened supernaturally. Why? Because God said, “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over” (Luke 6:38). That's the perfect way to describe God's abundant provision for me and my family through the years.
And if you're wondering about my relationship with my father-in-law, let me assure you that we share a mutual love and respect for each other. He and Melva's mom moved to Rockwall so they could be near us and their grandchildren, and the two of them have won a special place in the hearts of our congregation at Church on the Rock.
It's really very simple. The requirements for being in the will of God can be reduced to one element: the lordship of Jesus Christ in your life. If He is Lord, you will have fellowship with Him in a personal prayer life and in the Word. You will fellowship with His church. You will be diligent and balanced in your work habits, and you will be obedient in giving. If these basic prerequisites to being in the will of God are established in your life, you can depend on God to supply all your needs.
That's the first requirement for praying in God's provision. There are three more. As we discuss them, mentally “grade” yourself and look for weak areas you may need to strengthen in order to pray more effectively, “Give us this day our daily bread.”



CHAPTER THIRTEEN
 MEETING GOD'S REQUIREMENTS
My father made a fortune in oil and gas in East Texas, so I grew up surrounded by luxury. But because “stuff” had never satisfied, I reacted against wealth and concluded that anybody who had money and “stuff” couldn't be right with God.
But the more I studied the Bible, the more it defied my philosophy. When I opened the Bible, I thought I'd find a bunch of impoverished ascetics. Instead, I read about wealthy Abraham (see Gen. 24:35). I read about Abraham's son Isaac who sowed and reaped an hundredfold during a time of famine and accumulated great possessions (see Gen. 26:1,12-14). As I studied the lives of King David and his son Solomon, I shook my head in amazement at their tremendous wealth.
Then I read about Job and how he lost everything, and I thought, Now we're getting on the right track. But Job 42:10 reveals that God turned the captivity of Job and gave him twice as much as he had before.
I read the words of Moses in Deuteronomy 8:18:
“Remember the Lord thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant.”
I studied the promises in Malachi 3, referring to the giving of tithes and offerings.
Then I got into the New Testament and saw the promise of Jesus:
Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again (Luke 6:38).
And I discovered His pledge to those who sacrifice for the sake of the gospel:
There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, but he shall receive an hundredfold now in this present time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life” (Mark 10:29,30).
Right about then, I discovered the second requirement for praying in God's provision. You must believe that it is God's will to prosper you.
Believe It Is God's Will to Prosper You
Where did we ever get the idea it was Jesus who came to steal, kill and destroy? “The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it” (Prov. 10:22). Paul promised, “My God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19).
Some people have taken these truths concerning prosperity and gone off on a selfish “bless-me” tangent. But that doesn't negate God's promises. Our Father has made this promise to His faithful children who seek His blessings in order that they might be able to stretch out filled hands to the needy:
And God is able to make all grace (every favor and earthly blessing) come to you in abundance, so that you may always and under all circumstances and whatever the need, be self-sufficient—possessing enough to require no aid or support and furnished in abundance for every good work and charitable donation….And [God] Who provides seed for the sower and bread for eating will also provide and multiply your [resources for] sowing, and increase the fruits of your righteousness [which manifests itself in active goodness, kindness and charity]. Thus you will be enriched in all things and in every way, so that you can be generous” (2 Cor. 9:8,10,11, Amplified).
God doesn't bless us so we can tear down our old barns and build bigger ones. Believers sometimes misunderstand the purpose of God's blessings and drown in their own gravy.
God knows that money is a necessity. Would it shock you to learn the Bible says more about money than anything else? The Scriptures are replete with instructions on how to make, save, give and manage money. You see, God wants His children to be givers, not takers; to be the head, and not the tail; to be lenders, not borrowers.
If you are not already obeying God's command to tithe, why not begin right now. Don't be like the rich young ruler who walked away sorrowful. Sell out to Jesus, and watch Him rebuke your devourer. Get the doubt out. Believe it is God's will to prosper you, then claim His promises for your needs. Daily ask for your allotted portion necessary to fulfill God's plan for your life.
What have we discussed so far? First, in order to pray in God's provision, you have to be in the will of God. Second, you must believe it is God's will to prosper you. These are extremely important requirements for “praying in” what you need, but they are incomplete without two additional steps. You must be specific when you pray, and you must be tenacious.
Be Specific
A third aspect of praying in God's provision is making specific requests. Do you bring specific needs to God each day, or do you just expect the answers to come in? Jesus instructed us to pray, “Give us this day our daily bread.” By this we know we are to pray daily over our specific needs.
Immediately after Jesus gave His disciples the Lord's Prayer in Luke 11, He related a parable illustrating the importance of asking specifically. Pay close attention to His words:
Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him? (Luke 11:5,6).
Did you catch it? Did you notice the man asked specifically for three loaves of bread? When you pray, “Give us this day our daily bread,” ask specifically!
If you had to have over $ 112,000 every week to meet your budget, would it make you nervous? That's what I face every Monday morning, but I don't worry about it. Why? Because over 1,000 members of our church are daily agreeing with me in prayer, asking specifically for that amount to come in.
First you must pray specific prayers over the needs of the house of God, then pray specifically for the needs of your own house. When you have sown your financial seed into His kingdom and have been faithful to God and to your church, you can confidently ask for your specific needs.
Be Tenacious
In Luke 18:1-8, Jesus told the parable of the unjust judge and the widow who repeatedly, persistently begged, “Avenge me of mine adversary.” Because of the woman's tenacity, the unrighteous judge granted her request. Jesus emphasized this point to His disciples when He asked, “And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them?” (v. 7).
It takes tenacity, shameless persistence, to recover what Satan, our adversary, has stolen from us, but today many believers are not aware of that fact. Instead, they search for spiritual shortcuts. Of course there may be times when we can “name it and claim it.” But there are also times when we must intercede fervently, for many needs and situations require earnest tenacity before victory comes.
In his valuable book The Art of Intercession, Kenneth Hagin, the well-known faith teacher who in his lifetime has spent untold hours in intercession, urges believers to intercede. He explains:
Here is where some people miss it. They don't hear everything you teach, and they grab some little something and run off with it. There are some things you can pray the prayer of faith on—and you pray one prayer and that's the end of it. You don't have to pray anymore; you just thank God for the answer….But there are other things you cannot pray the prayer of faith on….For God to accomplish what He desires to accomplish…the art of intercessory prayer will have to be resurrected.1
Though your answer may be long in coming, be tenacious. When God hears your prayer of faith, the answer is conceived at that moment (see Dan. 10:12-14). If God's response is delayed, continue to carry the petition in your heart. Do not allow yourself to grow weary as you bear the burden. Do not lose heart and give up, for by doing so you will miss the answer God has prepared.
There can be miscarriages in prayer. That thing conceived in the Spirit can be aborted if we cast away our confidence and refuse to wait on the Lord.
The Amplified Bible translates Matthew 7:7: “Keep on asking and it will be given you; keep on seeking and you will find; keep on knocking and the door will be opened to you.” Jesus said, “Men ought always to pray, and not to faint” (Luke 18:1). Remember: God is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him (Heb. 11:6).
To summarize, in order to appropriate God's provision you must first be in the will of God. Next, you must believe it is God's will to prosper you. Then you must be specific and tenacious in prayer. This is how Jesus taught us to expect and experience God's provision.
PROVISION: “GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD”
Review Questions
1. True or False? In the following blanks write “T” if you believe the statement to be true, “F” if you think it is false.
a. _____Being in the will of God is a basic requirement for successfully praying in what you need.

b. _____To be in the will of God, fellowship with Jesus in a consistent personal prayer life and in the Word of God is essential.

c. _____If we are in God's will, we will be rightly related to our brothers and sisters in a local church and be committed and submitted to our pastor.

d. ____Diligent, balanced work habits are important if a person desires to be in the will of God.

e. _____God says we should take care of the needs of our own house first. Then if there is anything left over, we should help take care of the needs of His kingdom.

f. ____To appropriate God's provision, it is important that you believe it is God's will to prosper you.

g. _____God knows what we need before we ask. Therefore, it is not necessary to ask daily and specifically for what we need.

h. _____We should only ask God for something one time. If He wants us to have it, He will give it to us without our having to keep asking.

i. ____There is copious evidence in God's Word that it is His will to bless His people.

2. a. In order to appropriate God's provision it is important that we be in the will of God, believe it is God's will to prosper us, ask God specifically for our daily needs, and be tenacious. In which two of these things have you been weakest?
 ______________________________________________
 ______________________________________________
b. What will you do to correct those weaknesses?



______________________________________________



______________________________________________



Prayer Outline
I. Be in the will of God.
A. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you develop a consistent, daily personal prayer life and time in the Word where you fellowship daily with Jesus.

B. Pray the Lord will plant you in your local church and make you a contributing, functioning, healthy part of that body.

C. Examine your work habits. Are you slothful? A workaholic? Ask the Lord to give you ability, efficiency, might and balance.

D. Examine your giving. Are you obeying the Lord in bringing your tithes and offerings into the storehouse? Or are you greedy, stingy or a poor manager? Do you pay your bills and have a reputation as a fair and honest person who keeps your word? Take time to pray along these lines.

II. Believe it is God's will to prosper you.
A. Memorize Scriptures such as Luke 6:38 and Philippians 4:19 to use as faith declarations as you pray in your provision.

B. Meditate upon the Word of God until you truly understand and believe it is God's will to bless you.

III. Be specific.
A. Bring specific needs daily before God.

B. Decide to pray instead of worry.

IV. Be tenacious.
A. Repossess lost ground the devil has stolen from you. Discouragement and unbelief have robbed you of answers to prayer. Take up those petitions again and persevere until the answer comes.

B. Praise the Lord because He is Jehovah-jireh: He sees your need beforehand and makes provision.




SECTION FIVE
 PEOPLE:
 “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.”



CHAPTER FOURTEEN
 GETTING ALONG WITH EVERYBODY
You'll never play basketball for me again!” the junior high coach threatened angrily as he marched me off the court toward the sidelines. But the fury on his face and the determination in his voice let me know this was more than a threat; it was a fact.
Why hadn't the coach asked to hear my side? Hadn't he seen the other kid throw the first punch? And why hadn't he just suspended me for a game or two instead of taking me out of play altogether? Those questions clouded my mind the rest of the year as I rode the bench, but I consoled myself with the thought that I'd get to play for another coach when I passed to the ninth grade.
But it wasn't to be. The coach was promoted right along with me, and I sat on the bench my freshman year, and on into my sophomore year. Finally, we got a new coach and I was allowed to play again, but the damage had been done. By that time, tangled roots of bitterness had established themselves deeply in the soil of my heart.
Years later when I was a seminary student, the Lord convicted me of that bitterness, and I wrote that coach asking him to forgive me for the grudge I had carried against him.
Why was it so important to ask his forgiveness? As Christians, you and I are in the process of becoming full grown in God. Part of the process of spiritual growth is learning to forgive one another because our relationship to our fellowmen affects our relationship to God. God will not extend mercy to those who refuse to forgive (see Mark 11:25-26).
If husbands and wives learn to say, “I'm sorry. Please forgive me,” their marriages keep growing. If not, the marriages die. This is true of any relationship; learning to forgive is an essential element of growth.
May I ask you a personal question? Does a dark cloud rise up on the inside of you when you think of certain people? If so, you need to understand that God uses those who sin against us to teach us how to forgive. And we can never forgive others until we know that we ourselves have been forgiven. Because we are forgiven, for Jesus' sake we forgive others. Can you see why forgiveness is an important key to spiritual liberty, victory and joy?
As you pray, “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,” there are certain things you must do if you want to get along with everybody all the time.
Ask God to Forgive You
Often as you thank God for the blood of Jesus, the Holy Spirit puts a finger on some sin you need to confess and forsake. So when you pray, “Forgive us our debts,” ask God to look into your heart. If unconfessed sin surfaces at this point, confess the sin to God and claim His promise, in 1 John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
In that verse the word confess means “to speak the same thing.” In other words, we must agree with what God says about our sin and be willing to turn away from it.
But the debts Jesus refers to when He instructs us to pray, “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,” encompass more than just our sins. The term also refers to personal debts or moral obligations connected to our relationships with others. That brings us to the second thing we must do if we expect to get along with everybody all the time.
Forgive as Often as You Want to Be Forgiven
Take a moment to study this question which Peter put to Jesus: “Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times?” How would you have answered?
Listen to Christ's reply: “I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven” (Matt. 18:21,22). What was Jesus saying? He was teaching: Forgive as many times as you are offended. Why would Jesus make such a statement? Because that is how many times He is ready and willing to forgive us.
Next, Jesus told Peter a parable which reveals tremendously important truths about forgiveness. This familiar story is found in Matthew 18:23-35, and it teaches a great deal about forgiveness.
First, Jesus uses the parable to teach us that God has forgiven our great debt of sin—a debt so huge it would be absolutely impossible for us ever to repay it. The servant in this parable owed the king 10,000 talents, approximately $ 10,000,000. But the king forgave the servant and canceled his enormous debt.
That's not the end of the story, though. A fellow servant owed the forgiven servant a debt of 100 pence (about $20), and the forgiven servant made a moral decision not to forgive the debt of his fellow servant; instead, he had him thrown into prison. What is the truth conveyed here? That our debt against God is greater than any debt a person will ever owe us and that when we refuse to forgive another person, we place that individual in bondage.
When the king heard what had happened, he asked the forgiven servant a question which is one of the most pivotal in the New Testament, for it is God's question to each one of us: “Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee?” (v. 33). This tells us we are to forgive at the same level we are forgiven by God.
Once we realize how much we have been forgiven by God, we can freely forgive others. If you have trouble forgiving, ask God to give you a revelation of Calvary and the price His Son paid for your forgiveness.
Jesus wraps up the parable by describing the king's anger toward the unforgiving servant. The king delivers the servant to the tormentors. The lesson? If we do not forgive, God will deliver us to tormentors until we choose to forgive others.
You might as well get this straight. If you do not forgive, you will live with tormenting memories and demonic oppression until you release the person and forgive. If you don't forgive, Oral Roberts, Billy Graham, Kenneth Hagin and James Robison could agree in prayer and dump two five-gallon buckets of 40-weight oil on you, but you would remain in torment. Why? Because deliverance will not come until you choose to forgive.
Maintain a Right Attitude Toward Others
How is it possible to have a right attitude toward everybody all the time when some people are hovering around like vultures waiting for you to fail? The meaning of the Hebrew word translated “enemy” in the Old Testament is “observer”—someone who is critically watching. There are always people waiting to point out your faults, hoping you will fail. So how do you maintain a right attitude?
The key to a right attitude is preparation. Don't put off deciding how you will react to those who wrong you until the hot breath of the enemy is steaming up your glasses. Each morning before you walk out your door, make a willful decision that you will respond with love and forgiveness toward those who offend you. Decide that you will not allow unforgiveness to rob your spirit of victory, joy and peace. That simple decision can save you a lot of grief. How do I know? Because I have let unforgiveness rip me off, and it was no fun.
After my roommate Jerry Howell and I were filled with the Holy Spirit at Dallas Baptist College, things didn't run too smoothly. We lived in a dorm with 430 Baptist preachers, and most of them did not like what we had. It wasn't that Jerry and I were running around trying to promote our experience as the ultimate doctrine in the theological world; it was just that it was apparent to all that something fulfilling and exciting had happened to us, and that irritated some people.
One day the spiritual leader on campus confronted me. He was 35; I was 21. He was six-foot-seven; I was five-foot-seven. He weighed in at about 260; I tipped the scales at 132. Thank God the confrontation was verbal and not physical.
So this guy scowled down at me and growled, “Larry, if you lay your hands on and pray for anybody else, I'm gonna' pray God will chop your arms off right at the elbows.”
The Lord gave me grace and I was able to reach up, put my hand on his shoulder and say, “I understand why you feel like that, but can't we be brothers?” Yet as I walked away, thoughts about what I could have said and should have said flooded my mind. My tranquil little river of peace boiled into scalding steam. Boy, was I mad. (Actually, I told myself I was just hurt. That's a nice word for angry.)
So I did what you should never do if you want to get over an offense. (I'll borrow five rhyming words from Marilyn Hickey to describe the process.) First, I cursed it. I muttered to myself, Where does this guy get off, talking to me like that? Who does he think he is, anyway? Git him, God!
I didn't yet know God sometimes allows offenses to help us grow and mature, so my next step wasn't any better. I nursed it. I let that ugly little offense curl up in my lap and become my bosom buddy. I coddled it, petted it, fed it. And, sure enough, it grew.
Then I rehearsed it. I enjoyed full-color, slow-motion instant replays of the offense in my mind. Oh, yes. I even edited it to make myself look better, magnifying the injury I had suffered.
But when I finally got tired of reruns and was ready to get on with life, I had this full-grown offense following me around. Ignoring it didn't do any good. Trying to push it away from my mind's threshold didn't work. How was I supposed to get rid of this loathsome thing?
Finally, I found the solution. I dispersed it. I gave it to God. I confessed it and forsook it. I humbled myself before God and sought His forgiveness, cleansing and strength.
And then, do you know what God did? He reversed it! He turned it around, and the thing that could have become my tombstone became instead a stepping stone to victory and maturity.
Romans 4:25 tells us Jesus “was delivered [over to death] for our offenses”—not just for the offenses of others against us, but for all our offenses against Him. Forgiveness is what Calvary is all about. Therefore, “Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 4:32).
When you forgive, you release into God's hands the person who has offended you. You drop the offense, let it go, and give up your right to hurt the person who has hurt you. Then you become a candidate for the supernatural. The peace of God that passes all understanding guards your mind, and God Himself, in His own time and in His own way, vindicates you.
Years ago I served under a church staff member who seemed “out to get me.” He kept a critical eye cocked in my direction for over a year and did everything he could to make me look bad.
One morning in staff meeting he said, “We don't have ‘flakes' on our church staff.” Then he glared at me and barked, “Larry, stand up.” Wondering what on earth he was about to do, I slowly stood to my feet.
Turning to our fellow staff members he announced, “The other night several of us from the church went out to eat, and Larry ‘walked his check.’ I'll have you know that we're not gonna' have people on this staff who walk out of restaurants without paying for their meals.”
I could feel my heart pounding. I struggled to keep my composure. I had not “walked my check.” A businessman from the church had whispered in my ear, “I know you're late for your television taping so go on ahead. I want to pay for your meal.” I had thanked him and left.
I was completely innocent of this man's accusations. Besides, calling someone a “flake” is fighting language in Kilgore, Texas, where I grew up! But I had been praying, praising and flowing in the river of the Spirit that morning, and the Holy Spirit would not let me open my mouth. So I just stood there quietly until the man felt he had made his point and told me to sit down. Then when the meeting was dismissed I went to my office and prayed it through, forgiving and releasing the man to God.
Before long, word of this embarrassing incident got around to the man who had paid my check. (Ironically, he was twice as big and mean as I was.) He stormed into that staff member's office and let him know in no uncertain terms exactly what had happened at the restaurant.
Five minutes later the staff member, his face as white as a sheet, was in my office apologizing. I accepted his apology and had no hard feelings toward him because I had chosen days before to forgive him and release him to God. When I took that step, I became a candidate for the supernatural, and God came to my defense just as He promised to do: “But don't be afraid of those who threaten you. For the time is coming when the truth will be revealed: their secret plots will become public information” (Matt. 10:26, Living Bible).
Isaiah 26:3 pledges, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee.” That word “stayed” actually means “sustained,” “supported by.” Don't fret about the offense. Lean on, rely on and be confident in Him, and He will come to your aid, help you to stand and comfort you.
At this very moment the Spirit of God is defying the spirit of anger, revenge and unforgiveness that has ruled in your life. You can continue to curse, nurse and rehearse the offense, or you can disperse the thing right now in prayer and allow God to reverse it. Remember, you must choose to forgive, for forgiveness is not an emotion but an act of the will.
You have a choice to make about this test God has allowed to come your way. Will your reaction to the offense fashion it into a tombstone or a stepping stone? It's your decision. Make it count!
Review Questions
1. Below are statements concerning forgiveness. If a statement is true, write “T” in the blank provided. If it is false, write “F.”
a. _____God uses those who sin against us to teach us how to forgive.

b. _____Forgiveness is an important key to spiritual victory, freedom and joy.

c. _____An attitude of unforgiveness is a reason for unanswered prayer.

d. ____When John tells us to confess our sin (1 John 1:9), he is saying we must agree with what God says about our sin and be willing to turn away from it.

e. _____Jesus told Peter to forgive a brother who sinned against him, but no more than seven times.

f. ____Your debt of sin against God is greater than any debt an offender will ever owe you.

g. _____When we refuse to forgive a person, we put that individual in bondage.

h. ____If we do not forgive, God will turn us over to tormentors until we choose to forgive.

2. Summarize on the lines below what you are to do daily in order to maintain a forgiving attitude._________________________
 __________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________
3. What do you think this statement means: “Forgiveness is not an emotion. It is an act of the will”?________________________
 __________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________
Prayer Outline
I. Ask God to forgive you.
A. Deal with your sins. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal areas in your life that are not pleasing to God.

B. Confess your sin. Agree with God and say what He says about your sin. Ask Him to help you hate your sin with perfect hatred and to deliver you from its dominion. Praise His name, Jehovah-m'kaddesh, “the Lord Who Sanctifies.”

C. Do not allow condemnation. Remember: You are the righteousness of God in Christ. You are complete in Him.

II. Forgive as often as you want to be forgiven.
A. Meditate upon your great debt of sin that God has forgiven.

B. See your sin actually causing Jesus' suffering on the cross. Get a mental picture of the blood shed for your forgiveness.

C. By an act of your will, forgive those who have sinned against you and release them to God. Pray for those who have wronged you.

III. Set your will to forgive anyone who sins against you this day.
A. Make up your mind to return good for evil by the grace and power of the Holy Spirit within you.

B. Make this faith declaration: “I will love my enemies. I will bless them that curse me and do good to them that hate me. I will pray for them which despitefully use me, and persecute me (see Matt. 5:44).

C. Pray that you will begin to experience the fruit of the Spirit in your life in greater measure: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, meekness, temperance and faith (Gal. 5:22,23).




SECTION SIX
 POWER:
 “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”



CHAPTER FIFTEEN
 PUTTING ON GOD'S ARMOR
What a time to have a heart attack! Unfortunately, Pastor Conatser didn't have any say in the matter. Although Beverly Hills Baptist Church was exploding with growth, and the only other preaching pastor on his staff was a 22-year-old kid fresh out of Bible college, Pastor Conatser had orders to rest at least six weeks and let someone else do the preaching. That someone else turned out to be me—the 22-year-old preacher boy.
When the board turned to me and said, “Larry, it's up to you,” the pressure was awesome. Overnight my responsibilities doubled, and so did my anxieties and frustrations. It wasn't long until a little black cloud of depression followed me around raining gloom and misery on my bedraggled spirit.
But one day a Lutheran pastor visited my study, and he wasn't long in coming to the point. “Do you put on the whole armor of God every day?” he asked bluntly.
Now I was a Bible college graduate with three years of Greek recorded on my transcript, so I wanted to impress this pastor and let him know I was no dummy. “Oh, yes!” I exclaimed, leaning back in my chair and folding my arms across my chest. “You're referring to that beautiful Pauline metaphor in the sixth chapter of Ephesians. Yes, sir, I'm familiar with its every participle, verb and noun, because I exegeted that entire book from the Greek.”
I knew immediately that he wasn't impressed. “I'm not asking if you know about the armor of God,” he explained patiently. “I'm asking if you put on the whole armor of God every day.”
Somewhat deflated, I shook my head and admitted meekly, “No sir, I don't.”
The pastor's insightful reply startled me. “Then maybe that's why you're depressed all the time.”
The Whole Armor of God
After he left, I took another look at Ephesians 6:10-18, and, phrase by phrase, topic by topic, I studied those nine verses for clues to their relevance for twentieth-century Christians. Would you like to join me in a simplified line-by-line account of what I found?
“Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.” The Christian preparing for conflict needs power. Even if you are fully clad in the armor Paul describes in the verses that follow, you must first have power or the armor is of little benefit. Where do we get that power? Through fellowship with the Lord and in answer to prayer.
“Put on the whole armour of God.” As a Christian warrior you are to put on the complete equipment provided, undervaluing nothing, omitting nothing, for how can you know at what unguarded point the enemy may attack?
“That ye may be able to stand.” Paul explains that the warrior puts on the whole armor in order to stand. This is a military term that refers to “the firm and prepared attitude of a good soldier confronting his enemy.”
“Against the wiles of the devil.” What is the warrior to stand against? The wiles or stratagems of the devil— the subtle, dangerous ways that evil assails.
“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, hut against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” We do not wrestle against visible physical opponents, but against principalities, against the organized forces of evil powers. We wrestle against rulers whose sway over the moral darkness pervading humanity is worldwide. We wrestle against spiritual hosts of wickedness—spiritual cavalry, robber hordes—in all spheres and relations and in the atmosphere around us.
“Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God that ye may he able to withstand in the evil day.” We are not to rely merely upon human precautions and defenses but are to take up the whole armor of God that we may be able to stand against the day of temptation— that special season and circumstance of spiritual or moral testing which may come at any time, and for which it is always necessary to be prepared.
“And having done all, to stand. Stand therefore….” Being in condition for warring a good fight—having done all—we are to stand, intending to conquer.
“Having your loins girt about with truth.” The loins are that part of the body between the ribs and the hipbones. The digestive system, the reproductive organs and the bowels (which eliminate waste) are contained here.
The leather girdle or apron about the loins of the Roman soldier was the first and most necessary part of his equipment. It not only served to keep the armor in its proper place, it also was used to support the sword.
Paul teaches that our loins are to be girt about with truth—inward truth, genuineness and determined purpose. The psalmist said, “Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom” (Ps. 51:6).
As a believer, you are to be filled with the truth of God; you are to be a person of total integrity and moral rectitude. You must know who you are in God and who God is in you. You gird your loins with truth by reaffirming the truth about yourself and about God and by acting upon that truth instead of upon your emotions.
“And having on the breastplate of righteousness.” The breastplate was a piece of armor worn over the chest. Organs vital to life itself were protected by the breastplate: the esophagus (the passage for food from the mouth to the stomach), the windpipe, the heart and the lungs.
What is the believer's breastplate of righteousness? It is the righteousness of God through faith. It is justification by the blood of the cross. This righteousness is the result of the renovation of the heart by the Holy Spirit.
The breastplate is an important part of the soldier's defensive armor. The righteous new man within the believer resists, defends against and refuses to entertain evil suggestions. The breastplate of righteousness diligently guards the heart of the believer, for out of the heart are the issues of life.
“And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace.” In hand-to-hand combat, the ability to stand, sidestep, walk and run, is absolutely essential. Because a Roman soldier's fighting was mostly hand to hand, a firm footing was extremely important. His sandals were not only bound firmly to his feet and ankles, but the soles were thickly studded with hobnails or spikes to prevent the warrior from slipping.
As participants in spiritual warfare, we are to shoe our feet with the preparation—the readiness and preparedness, the firm-footed stability—found in the gospel of peace. As we walk daily in the revealed will of God and order our conduct and conversation according to His word, we will experience a sense of oneness with God and a consciousness of divine aid equal to any problem.
As believers, we are to walk in the will of God and, as my Wycliffe missionary friend Alice Huff says, leave “footprints of peace” wherever we go.
“Above all, taking the shield of faith.” The shield was a piece of armor carried on the arm or in the hand to protect and cover the entire body in battle. However, the words “above all” in this verse do not mean that shield of faith was the most important part of the soldier's equipment; it was simply a part of the soldier's armament that could be shifted about and lifted up over all parts of the body as needed.
As Christian believers, our faith serves us just as a shield serves the soldier, but how do we get faith? Ephesians 2:8 says that faith is a gift. Romans 10:17 says that, “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word (rhema) of God.” Galatians 5:22 says that faith is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. Galatians 2:20 says we live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved us and gave Himself for us. That faith is the believer's shield.
“Wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.” “The wicked” does not refer to an impersonal force, but to Satan and the evil foes described in verse 12.
The large shields of ancient soldiers were made of wood (so they would be lightweight) and were covered with hides. The hides were soaked in water to quench flaming arrows, the enemy's most dangerous missiles shot to destroy and wound mortally. Paul assures us that “the shield of faith” will prevail against Satan's worst forms of attack.
The believer takes the shield of faith and declares, “I'm trusting in You, Lord, to protect me. Because I am hiding in You, nothing can touch me today that You do not allow.”
“And take the helmet of salvation.” The helmet, the most expensive piece of the armor, was worn to protect the head. The helmet of salvation protects the believer's mind and thinking.
The word “take” in this verse literally means “receive”—to take in hand the helmet of salvation, which is “the gift of God.” Therefore, the believer is consciously to ask for and receive the mind of Christ and the peace of God that garrisons and mounts guard over his thoughts (see Phil. 4:7, Amplified).
“And the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” The sword was an offensive weapon with a sharp blade fixed in a handle or hilt. Used to wound or kill, the sword was a symbol of power or authority, especially to judge and impose sentence.
The Christian's power and authority are the word of God. In speaking of the sword of the Spirit or the word of God, the reference here is not to logos or the whole Bible as such, but to rhema—the individual scripture, statement, command or instruction which the Spirit speaks to our spirits or brings to our remembrance for use in time of need. Before we are able to wield the sword of the Spirit effectively, we must fill our minds full of Scripture.
The Greek indicates that the believer must receive this specific word from God for a specific situation. The special revelation can then be used as a sharp sword against the enemy and his onslaughts.
“Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit.” The last powerful piece of the whole armor of God is praying always in the Spirit. This means praying in tongues, praying in and with your spirit in your own personal prayer language inspired of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4; 1 Cor. 14:2,14,15; Jude 20).
Because you are not praying with your mind but with your spirit, it is possible to obey Paul's command to “pray always” (Eph. 6:18). The only way you can pray always—or without ceasing (1 Thess. 5:17)—is to pray with your spirit. Your mind is limited; it hinders you from praying as you ought. But your spirit, redeemed by the blood and filled with the Holy Spirit of God, is unlimited. As you pray, the Spirit comes to your aid, joins His strong supplication with yours and intercedes before God in your behalf and for the welfare of other believers. As the Holy Spirit enables you to pray according to the perfect will of God, your prayers get through (Rom. 8:26,27).
Consider this: Your spirit has instant access to your vocal cords just as your mind has. Therefore, by your will, a prayer in your prayer language can come out of your spirit, bypass your mind, go over your tongue and go straight to God. God's response to your prayer can then be registered in your mind, enabling you to pray with understanding (1 Cor. 14:13-15).
Have you ever groped for words, sensing the weaknesses and limitations of your own mind and understanding as you poured out your heart to God? Have you ever been caught in tense, urgent situations where there was no time to slip away by yourself and pray? I have. That is why this seventh piece of spiritual armor is so precious to me. I can use it like a laser beam to pierce right through the devil's territory, reach God and receive His immediate response back to my mind. I can live in a constant attitude of prayer, regardless of where I am or what I am doing. I can pray aloud or under my breath; I can pray alone or in the middle of a crowd. God knows. God hears. And God answers. This is how the armor-clad believer can maintain a prayerful frame of mind and pray at all times, in every season.
“And watching thereunto.” “Watching” refers to the care the believer is to take not to neglect the prayer so essential for victory in spiritual conflicts.
“With all perseverance and supplication for all saints.” No soldier should pray for himself alone, but for all his fellow-soldiers also, for they form one army. The success of one is the success of all.
When Jesus commands believers to pray, “Lead us not into temptation,” He is instructing us to pray that forces beyond our own control will not lead us into trials. He is commanding us to watch and pray against entering into temptation through our own carelessness or disobedience.
The petition “Deliver us from evil” goes beyond the sense of a test or trial related to our inclination to sin. It introduces the supplication to be saved from the grasping, potent power of evil that seeks to influence, overcome and master us, then lead us astray. This request involves much more than merely asking to overcome a desire to sin; we must also defeat the powerful, evil forces seeking to hinder or destroy God's plan for our lives.
Therefore, in Ephesians 6:11,13, Paul instructs us to put on the whole armor of God so we will be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
What is the obvious reverse of this teaching? If we do not pray, “Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,” if we do not put on the whole armor of God, we cannot stand against the wiles of the devil. We will not stand!
In Romans Paul again mentions the armor. There he instructs us to put on “the armor of light” and to put on “the Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 13:12,14).
The armor Paul describes and commands the believer to put on is really the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus wants to be our defense and to clothe us with Himself.
How to Put the Armor On
As I learned from the Lutheran pastor, this passage in Ephesians was not written just to be a beautiful metaphor. It was written to be obeyed and applied in everyday life.
But how does a believer put on armor he or she cannot see, touch or feel? By faith, visualizing each piece. We put on our armor by believing and confessing God's promises. Each day, the believer should pray Ephesians 6:14-17 and in faith put on the whole armor of God, piece by piece. Take a minute to learn how to put on the armor of light, the Lord Jesus Christ.
 
	ARMOR
	DECLARATION  
	PROMISE

	Loins girt about with truth
	Jesus is my truth. 	“I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). “In the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom” (Ps. 51:6). 
	Breastplate of righteousness
	Jesus, You are my righteousness. 	“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). “Ye are complete in him” (Col. 2:10). 
	Feet shod with preparation of the gospel of peace 	Jesus, You are my readiness. 	“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil.4:13). 
	The shield of faith
	Jesus, You are my faith. 	“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God who loved me, and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word (rhema) of God (Rom. 10:17). 
	The helmet of salvation
	Jesus, You are my salvation. 	“And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him” (Heb. 5:9). “O God the Lord, the strength of my salvation, thou hast covered my head in the day of battle” (Ps. 140:7). 
	Sword of the Spirit which is the word (rhema) of God. 	Jesus, You are my living word. 	“The words (rhema) that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63). 
	Praying always in the Spirit 	Jesus, You are my baptizer in the Spirit. 	“…He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire” (Matt. 3:11). 
	  	  	“And He Who searches the hearts of men knows what is in the mind of the (Holy) Spirit—what His intent is—because the Spirit intercedes and pleads [before God] in behalf of the saints according to and in harmony with God's will” (Rom. 8:27, Amplified). 

For many years now, I have daily put on the whole armor of God, piece by piece, by believing and declaring God's promises.
How about you? You wouldn't think about going to work or to church without dressing properly, but day after day are you walking around without your spiritual clothes on? Are you a spiritual “streaker”? If so, the devil sees you walking around spiritually naked, and he laughs because he knows you are defenseless against his wiles.
Learn to put on the whole armor of God, and do it every day. Refuse to let Satan delay or destroy God's purpose for your life! And pray a hedge of protection around yourself and your loved ones. That's what we learn to do next.



CHAPTER SIXTEEN
 BUILDING A HEDGE OF PROTECTION
When I was a kid, I never sat in the dirt with two puffy eyes and a bloody nose exclaiming, “Boy, that was a good fight.”
It wasn't a good fight unless I won!
Then why does Paul call our war with Satan a “good” fight (1 Tim. 6:12)? It is identified as a good fight because we are supposed to win. We win by praying, “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” We win by putting on the whole armor of God and by building the hedge of protection around ourselves.
Are you tired of eating the devil's dust? Would you like to know how to flatten the dude in the dirt and plant your hobnail boots on his greedy throat? Then you must prepare yourself to stand in the victory Jesus has already won for you by putting on the whole armor of God and by learning to build a hedge of protection.
Build a Hedge of Protection
Build a hedge of protection about yourself and your loved ones daily by your faith declaration from Psalm 91:2: “I will say of the Lord, he is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust.” In the Amplified Bible, the next verse states: “For then he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler” (italics mine).
Later in the chapter (vv. 9,14) are three reasons—or “becauses”—why you can claim God's protection: “Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation”; “Because he hath set his love upon me”; and “Because he hath known my name.”
1. Because we have made the Lord our habitation. As we believers sing praises to the Lord, He sits down among us, enthroned upon our praises. Psalm 22:3 states: “But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest [to sit down or dwell among] the praises [tehillah—songs, psalms, the residing song of the Spirit] of Israel.”
Because Paul knew this secret, he instructed: “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess, but be filled with the Spirit; speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:18,19).
In another passage, Paul, an example to believers, said he sang with the spirit and with the understanding also (1 Cor. 14:15). You, too, are to sing to the Lord in praise and worship. At times, you will enjoy singing beautiful old hymns or choruses. At other times, you may feel like making up your own special songs and singing them to the Lord. And sometimes, the Holy Spirit may compose a spontaneous song of praise in a language only God's ears and your own heart understand. As you sing to God, He inhabits your praises. That is how you make the Lord your habitation. As you walk with Him in the Spirit, He will be your refuge.
2. Because we have set our love upon Him. We can also claim God's protection if we set our love upon Him. We set our love upon the Lord by focusing our affections upon Him, by seeking Him first. David declared:
One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord and to enquire in his temple. For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock. And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies around about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the Lord (Ps. 27:4-6, italics mine).
The word “pavilion” in verse 5 means “a temporary, movable tent, or a more permanent building.” During war, the royal pavilion—the king's tent—was erected in the center of his army, and it was surrounded by a constant guard of mighty men.
David, a king who occupied one of those royal tents in battle, is saying: “In the time of trouble, God hides me in His royal tent in the very center of His army, and surrounds me by a constant guard of angels.” In Psalm 91:10-11 we are assured, “No disaster will come near your tent. For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways” (NIV). And Psalm 34:7 declares: “The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.”
If we want to be surrounded by God's hedge of protection, we must set our love upon Him. In Psalm 27:4 David declared, “One thing have I desired….” Have you ever noticed other references to the words “one thing” in Scripture? To the rich young ruler Jesus said, “Yet lackest thou one thing…” (Luke 18:22). To Martha He said, “Thou art careful and troubled about many things: But one thing is needful…” (Luke 10:41,42). Paul declared, “This one thing I do…” (Phil. 3:13).
We, like Martha, are often anxious and troubled about many things, but we lack one important thing. We hurry and scurry about, busy with our own business, but we neglect our Father's business. Here's an example with which you might identify.
When my son was younger and I asked him to mow the yard, he would sometimes put the job off and go play. Now I didn't mind his playing with friends, but his disobedience and his not mowing the yard disturbed me.
I think it's like that with our heavenly Father. He says, “Tarry with Me one hour,” but we put our own things first and before we know it, the day is over and we have not spent time with God. It's time we grow up spiritually and learn to give our Father the first hour of our day; then there will be 23 more hours to take care of our own things.
We need to allow the Holy Spirit to focus our energies and attentions upon the Lord—to set our love upon Him. As we cling to Him in absolute trust, He will be our protection.
3. Because we have known His name. “The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe” (Prov. 18:10). The name of the Lord signifies not only who He is, but what He wants to be in your life.
Don't take the Lord's name in vain. He is more than savior. He is your righteousness and sanctifier. He is your peace, and the overflowing One present within you. He is your healer and provider, banner and shepherd. So know His name, for it is a strong tower. Let Him be what you need Him to be in your life.
Declare God's Hedge of Protection
Every day, make the Lord your habitation by singing songs of praise. Set your love upon Him and seek Him first, above all else. Know and submit to His name. Inspect your spirit and make certain you are living in the three “becauses” of Psalm 91.
Then you can stand in your armor and declare: “You are my refuge, my fortress, my God. In You do I trust. I know Your name. You are my righteousness, sanctifier, peace, healer, provider, banner and shepherd, and Your presence dwells within me.”
That is the way to pray a hedge of protection about yourself and your loved ones. When you live in these three “becauses” and daily declare He is your refuge and fortress, the Lord's hedge of protection forms around you like a nest around a bird, or a cocoon around a butterfly larva.
I realize some people laugh at the idea of God's hedge of protection, but the devil doesn't. He knows it's real. Just take a moment to study this complaint Satan made to God about Job:
Have You not put a hedge about him and his house and all that he has on every side? You have conferred prosperity and happiness upon him in the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land (Job 1:10, Amplified).
Notice three things God does for His children: He puts a hedge around us, our homes and all we have on every side; He confers happiness and prosperity (not one or the other) upon us in the work of our hands; He makes our possessions increase, not decrease.
So every day as you pray, “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,” declare that hedge of protection around yourself, your friends and loved ones, your home and all you have. Ask God to confer happiness and prosperity on the work of your hands and to make your possessions—both spiritual and material—increase in the land. Hallelujah!
Clothe yourself in the armor of light—the Lord Jesus Christ—and pray God's encircling hedge of protection around all you hold dear. And having done all, stand…. Stand in the victory Jesus Christ has won for you.
Review Questions
1. If the following statements are true, write “T” in the blank; if false, write “F”.
a. _____Believers can enter into temptation by their own carelessness and disobedience.

b. _____The armor Paul talks about in Ephesians 6 is actually the armor of light, Jesus Christ.

c. ____If we do not put on the whole armor of God, we will not stand against the devil.

2. Why is our war with Satan called a good fight?____________
 ______________________________________________
 _________________________________________________
3. What are the three reasons—or “becauses”—in Psalm 91:9,14 that allow you to claim God's protection?
a. ___________________________________________________

b. ___________________________________________________

c. ___________________________________________________

Prayer Outline
I. Put on the whole armor of God.
A. Loins girded with truth

B. Breastplate of righteousness

C. Feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace

D. Shield of faith

E. Helmet of salvation

F. Sword of the Spirit which is the word of God

G. Praying always in the Spirit

II. Build a hedge of protection.
A. Three “becauses”

1. Because we have made the Lord our habitation



2. Because we have set our love upon Him



3. Because we have known His name



B. Declare: “He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust.”




SECTION SEVEN
 PRAISE:
 “For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.”



CHAPTER SEVENTEEN
 OBEYING GOD'S MOST DYNAMIC COMMANDMENT
As we previously noted, the Lord's Prayer opens and closes with praise. Praise is the Word's most dynamic commandment. Why do I make that claim? Because regular worship and praise reconstitute God's people—restore us to the spiritual state that God intended—and give believers the dynamic—the supernatural energy and force—so vital to victory, wholeness and harmony. Therefore, we need to learn how to let our hearts go out to God in praise and thanksgiving, magnifying and exalting His perfections and mighty deeds and thanking Him for all His benefits.
The Bible states that the unrighteous refuse to offer praise to God (Rom. 1:21; Rev. 16:9), but God's people always have been and always will be people of praise. It isn't surprising that the Word of God reveals many ways to express our love, gratitude and worship to the Lord. A survey of the Scriptures reveals we are to praise God with our mouths, through our bodily movements and through the playing and singing of music.
Three Hebrew words in the Old Testament demonstrate how believers are to use their mouths in praising God. Hallal means “to be vigorously excited; to laud, boast, rave, to celebrate.” This type of praise is done with a loud voice. Barak is “to bless, to declare God the origin of power for success, prosperity and fertility; to be still.” This praise may be quiet and hushed, while another Hebrew word for praise, shabach, means “to commend, address in a loud tone, to shout.” As we set our hearts to worship God acceptably, the Holy Spirit will teach us how and when to use our mouths in offering praise to God.
Bodily movement is also associated with praise, as we see in two Old Testament words for praise. Todah means “to extend the hands in thanksgiving.” Yadah is “to worship with extended hands—to throw out the hands, enjoying God.”
It is time God's people realized that raising the hands in worship is not a new charismatic fad; rather, it is a scriptural principle. For instance, the psalmist commanded, “Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and bless the Lord” (Ps. 134:2). Four times Psalm 107 urges longingly: “Oh that men would praise [yadah] the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men.”
So as you worship God, obey the leading of His Holy Spirit. Don't be afraid to stand, kneel, bow, dance, clap your hands or lift them to the Lord. Each of these forms of praise is perfectly scriptural when done decently and in order.
We are to use not only our mouths and our bodies in worship; we are also to employ music in praise. Zamar means “to pluck the strings of an instrument, to praise with song,” and tehillah is the word for singing in the Spirit or the singing of hallals or psalms. We can worship God through singing and playing songs of praise.
We must not be afraid to yield to the leading of the Holy Spirit and to let Him teach us how to use our mouths, our bodily movements and our music to worship the Lord.
After we have brought our petitions to God our Father, we should return to praise. The words, “For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever,” are idle words to most people. Many believers do not realize that God has lovingly invited us to become participants in His kingdom, His power and His glory.
The Kingdom
“For the kingdom is the Lord's,” declared the psalmist, and Jesus said, “Thine is the kingdom” (Ps. 22:28; Matt. 6:13). But Jesus also said, “Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32).
Paul also teaches that we are partakers in God's kingdom. “Giving thanks unto the Father…Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son” (Col. 1:12-14). To Timothy Paul declared: “And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever” (2 Tim. 4:18).
Therefore, as you pray, “For thine is the kingdom,” praise God your Father who delivered you from the power of darkness and translated you into His kingdom of love and light. Make the faith declaration: “The Lord shall deliver me from every evil work and preserve me unto His heavenly kingdom.” Give God praise because He has invited you to be a participant in His kingdom.
The Power
David wrote, “In thy hand is power and might” (1 Chron. 29:12), and he declared, “Be thou exalted, Lord, in thine own strength: so will we sing and praise thy power” (Ps. 21:13). God made the earth by His power 0er. 10:12) and will rule by His power forever (Ps. 66:7).
Yet God our Father has made us participants in His power. He gives strength and power to His people (Ps. 68:35) and gives us power to get wealth (Deut. 8:18). He gives power to the faint (Is. 40:29) and keeps us by His power (1 Pet. 1:5). God our Father, who raised up Jesus, will raise us up by His mighty power (1 Cor. 6:14).
Jesus declared, “Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you” (Luke 10:19). Just before His ascension, the Lord instructed the disciples: “And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high” (Luke 24:49). In Acts 1:8 we read again the words of Jesus promising the power of the Holy Ghost: “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”
Paul instructs us to “be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might” (Eph. 6:10). And in 1 Corinthians 4:20 he affirms: “The kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.”
Give praise to God your Father because He has invited you to be a participant in His power and has made His power available to you.
The Glory
“Who is this King of glory?” asked the psalmist. “The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle” (Ps. 24:8). “Glory and honour are in his presence” (1 Chron. 16:27). God Himself declares: “I am the Lord: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images” (Is. 42:8).
What is God's glory? It is the manifested perfection of His character, especially His righteousness. We know all people fall short of God's glory (Rom. 3:23), yet He has invited believers to be participants in His glory. Jesus made this possible, as we see in Hebrews 2:9,10. Jesus, in suffering for the sins of mankind, brought many sons unto glory. Paul assured believers that if we suffer with Him, we will also be glorified together (Rom. 8:17). Suffering was of little consequence to Paul, for he knew that the present sufferings cannot be compared with the glory which eventually will be revealed in us (Rom. 8:18).
As we behold the glory of the Lord—the character and ways of God exhibited through Christ—we are slowly changed into His image by the Spirit of God (2 Cor. 3:18), and the character and ways of the Father and Son are formed within us. Brought into Christ's likeness, we will enter eternal blessedness, for God our Father has called us unto His eternal glory (1 Pet. 5:10).
Is it any wonder Paul charged believers to “walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory” (1 Thess. 2:11,12)? Give praise to God because He has invited you to be a participant in His glory.
David urges believers to witness to others of God's kingdom, power and glory:
All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord; and thy saints shall bless thee. They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power; to make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of his kingdom. Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all generations (Ps. 145:10-13).
We praise You, Father, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, yet You have invited us to become participants. May we never enter or leave Your presence without humbly bowing before You and offering a sacrifice of praise. May we proclaim with David:
Praise be to you, O Lord, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name (1 Chron. 29:10-13, NIV).
PRAISE: “FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, AND THE GLORY, FOR EVER”
Review Questions
1. _________________________is the Word's most dynamic commandment.
2. Hebrews 13:15 states: “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of__________________to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.”
3. The Lord's Prayer opens and closes with_________________
4. God has made provision for us to share in His kingdom, power and glory. That provision is____________________________
 _______________________________________________
5. Now that you know how and what to pray, will you ask the Holy Spirit to transform your heart into a house of prayer? If so, why not put that desire into words in the space provided below?
PRAISE: “FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, AND THE GLORY, FOR EVER”
Prayer Outline
I. The kingdom
A. Praise the Lord because He has translated you out of the kingdom of darkness and into the kingdom of love and light.

B. Make the faith declaration: “The Lord shall preserve me from every evil work, and preserve me unto His heavenly kingdom.”

C. Praise God because He has invited you to be a participant in His kingdom.

II. The power
A. Praise the Lord because He has invited you to be a participant in His power.

B. Meditate upon the power of God your Father. Measure your problems against His mighty, miraculous works and His great love for you.

C. Make this faith declaration: “I am strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. I have been endued with power from on high. Greater is He that is in me than he that is in the world. My Father gives me strength and power to get wealth. He gives power to the faint. As my day so shall my strength be. He keeps me by His power. He has given me power to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy. Nothing shall by any means hurt me.”

III. The glory
A. Behold the glory of the Lord—the character and ways of God exhibited through Christ. Ask the Holy Spirit to change you into the same image by forming Christ within you. Ask that you be transformed by the renewing of your mind.

B. Ask the Lord to help you walk worthy of Him and to help you serve Him as He deserves to be served.

C. Praise Him and give Him glory.




SECTION EIGHT
 PREREQUISITES, PATTERNS, PARTICIPATION



CHAPTER EIGHTEEN
 PUTTING FIRST THINGS FIRST
The years 1972-1978 were a struggle for Melva and me, as we frantically juggled unbalanced priorities and impossible schedules. As if the thousand young people in our youth group at Beverly Hills Baptist Church were not enough to keep us busy, Melva drove about 40 miles one way to work on her master's degree at North Texas State University in Denton, while I drove almost 40 miles to Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Ft. Worth to complete my master's. It was during those years that our three children were born in rapid succession. Our friends probably referred to my wife as “Melva the saint.” She was amazing. But I wasn't measuring up to the man of God that I wanted to be.
What troubled me? The anointed presence of God seemed to be receding in my life. Why? Because I was not rising early day by day, worshipping my Father, praying and receiving from Him what I needed.
I was not beginning each day by entering into God's presence with thanksgiving and into His courts with praise. I was carelessly neglecting God's exceedingly great and precious promises by which we are partakers of the divine nature (see 2 Pet. 1:4). I was not always allowing Him to be my righteousness, sanctifier, peace, healer, provider, banner, shepherd and the overflowing present One within me. Therefore, I often took His names in vain.
Because I did not set the rudder of my life (my tongue) upon God's priorities for my life by daily declaring, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in me, my family, my church and my nation,” my priorities seemed to be upside down much of the time. Money was tight, so we barely scraped by every month. We tithed and gave offerings, but because I wasn't specifically, tenaciously praying every day, “Give us this day our daily bread,” we weren't prospering in many areas.
Furthermore, because of my faults and failures, I also had a problem from time to time with feeling “accepted in the beloved” (Eph. 1:6). I continually asked God to forgive me for things of which I had repented long before, forgetting that I was purged from my old sins (2 Pet. 1:9). I sometimes had the notion that I was on probation with God and that someday, if I became good enough, He would accept me.
For years I did “Protestant Penance.” In the Roman Catholic Church you do penance by repeating a prescribed act a certain number of times to show sorrow for sin and to get yourself to the place where you feel forgiven. But in Protestant churches, we don't do that. (You see, we're more “spiritual.”) Instead, when we do something wrong, we spend two weeks, or two decades, kicking ourselves. Am I right? That's “Protestant Penance.” But actually God freely forgave us the moment we confessed our failure to Him.
I did not rise every morning and say: “I confess every known sin to You, Lord, even the ones I don't know I have committed. I accept that You have forgiven me, and I also set my will to forgive those who sin against me.” Therefore, it took a long time for the truth to dawn on me: By begging over and over for God to forgive a particular sin or failure, I was remembering what God had forgotten.
I fought battles with fear and depression, but most of the time I lost. How could I expect to win against a wily, well-armed foe when I wore no armor and did not know how to wield effectively the sword of the Spirit or skillfully employ the shield of faith to ward off his ruthless attacks?
How could I fight the good fight of faith when I did not pray in my prayer language daily and live in an attitude of prayer?
Praise did not continually flow out of my spirit to God. I did not know that I could put on the garment of praise (tehillah) for the spirit of heaviness by singing songs of praise to God (Is. 61:3).
And the truth had not yet registered in my spirit that God my Father has made me a participant in His kingdom, power and glory.
But since 1978, when the Holy Spirit revealed to me that the Lord's Prayer is a prayer outline, I have entered into the presence of Jesus every day. And what have I received in return?
Promises
Each day of my life I thank God that, because of the blood of Jesus, I can call Him Father. I praise His glorious names, appropriate His mighty promises and seek to sanctify His name through my manner of living.
Priorities
Although I am busier now than ever before, I enjoy peace inside me, in my home and in my church. Why? Because I pray daily over myself, my family, my church and my nation, declaring that God's priorities in those areas be set in order. I boldly declare that God's righteousness, joy and peace shall come and that His will shall be done.
Provision
No longer am I the anxiety-ridden victim of frustrating circumstances. Instead, I am learning to experience the abundant provision of Jehovah-jireh, the One who sees our needs ahead of time and makes provision for them, because I do not take God's blessings for granted. Every day in prayer, I set my will to make God's kingdom my priority, and then I pray through on my needs, claiming and receiving God's promised provision, and each day He gives me my daily bread. You, too, can experience more and more freedom from frustration by setting your priorities straight.
If daily bread is a constant struggle for you, don't be anxious and fret about it. God gave me a personal promise that you, too, can claim: “The day you answer the call to pray, I will begin to meet your needs.”
People
If you are plagued by guilt or problems with people, remember, you must forgive. That doesn't just happen automatically. Every day we need to forgive our debtors before we can receive God's washing and cleansing, and then set our wills to forgive those who may wrong us that day. As we learn to forgive and release our offenders and offenses to God, we become candidates for the supernatural.
Power
If you want to stop letting the devil push you around, if you want to leave him sitting in the dirt for a change, you must learn to put on the whole armor of God each day and to pray a hedge of protection around yourself, your loved ones and all you have. Learn to overcome Satan in the place of prayer by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of your testimony because if you do not, you will be overcome.
These are some of the benefits that have come to me since I learned to give priority to prayer in my daily life. These benefits can be yours as well. The Word of God makes it unmistakably plain. If we are to take our places as participants in God's kingdom, power and glory, we must answer the call to pray!
Think about this: If Jesus needed to pray every day, how much more must we. Now, in order to document the importance of prayer in the life of our Lord, I want you to stop just a moment and meditate with me on one day in His life. Mark, in the first chapter of his Gospel, records such a day.
After walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee and calling Peter, Andrew, James and John to follow Him and become fishers of men, Jesus went to the synagogue at Capernaum. There He taught the people, concluding His message by casting an unclean spirit out of a man who had disrupted the service.
Then he went to the home of Peter and Andrew and healed Simon Peter's mother-in-law of a fever. That evening when the sun set, the whole city gathered at the door of Peter's home. They had brought to Jesus everyone who was sick or possessed with devils, and He healed them.
Can you imagine how exhausted Jesus must have been when He finally pillowed His head late that night and drifted off to sleep? But look at the next verse, Mark 1:35: “And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.”
That pattern continued throughout Christ's ministry. Indeed, at the place of prayer Jesus found the power and guidance He needed to fulfill His Father's will each day. He was the Son of God, yet He prayed. Jesus was the busiest, most important man who ever walked the face of this earth, yet prayer was the primary focus of His life.
Isn't it time that you made an agreement with the Lord to meet Him every day at the place of prayer? If you choose an early morning hour, set your clock. When the alarm goes off, don't turn it off, roll over and mumble all the reasons why you need more rest. If you do that, within a few days you won't even hear the alarm. Instead, when it's time to pray, roll out of bed and get dressed. If drinking your morning coffee or having breakfast before you pray will help you wake up and concentrate on what you're doing, then those extra minutes in the kitchen will be well spent.
To develop an effective prayer life, you must overcome these three enemies of prayer: interruptions, drowsiness and wandering thoughts. Therefore, let's learn right now how to attack and defeat these enemies.
Interruptions
The telephone and the doorbell can become dire enemies of the believer who seeks to make a discipline of prayer. That is why many busy people choose to pray early in the morning before these distractions begin. The psalmist David had neither a telephone nor a doorbell, but he did have at least eight wives, ten concubines, twenty-two kids and a kingdom to run. It is not surprising, then, that one of David's prayer times was early in the morning. David said: “My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O Lord; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up” (Ps. 5:3).
On the other hand, Susannah Wesley, the mother of nineteen children (two of which were John and Charles who founded the Methodist movement), chose from one to two o'clock each day for her time with the Lord. Every day at one o'clock in the afternoon, Susannah Wesley closed her bedroom door, knelt beside her bed, spread her open Bible before her and talked with God.
Think of it! There were no supermarkets, elementary schools, department stores, fast food restaurants, washers and dryers or modern-day kitchen appliances in Susannah's time. This woman, who was also a preacher's wife, had to make the family's clothes and wash them by hand, clean up after, cook for and home-school all those children, yet she made time every day for an hour with God. How would you like to try to explain to Susannah Wesley why you can't find time to pray?
You may be saying, “Larry, an early morning prayer time simply will not work for me.” I understand. Many people, ministers included, don't get to bed before midnight. Therefore, I'm not trying to induce you to choose an early morning hour to pray, even though that might work best for me. There's nothing “holy” about 4 a.m. What is important is that you choose the time best for you and begin praying an hour every day.
Learn to flow with the Holy Spirit. For instance, your clock may be set for 5:30 in the morning, but the Holy Spirit of God may awaken you at 3:30 a.m. and say, “It's time to pray.” Or your usual prayer time might be 8 p.m. If at 6:30 that evening you sense the Spirit of God stirring your spirit and calling you to prayer, obey His prompting. Don't be bound to a clock; instead, be obedient to the Spirit.
You see, prayer is not just an hour a day. An hour a day is important only if it develops in us an attitude of prayer for the whole day. Jesus moved and ministered in a spirit of prayer because prayer occupied a much greater place in His life and ministry than just one solitary hour before dawn. That's what must happen in our lives if we are to become victorious warriors instead of weary worshippers. Paul summed it up for us when he said, “In him we live, and move, and have our being” (Acts 17:28). That's it, my friend. That's the secret. God help us not to settle for anything less.
Whether you choose morning, midday or evening as your prayer time, it is important that you have a set time and place to pray. Jesus, in teaching His disciples to pray, instructed: “…When thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret” (Matt. 6.6). That means that you need to choose a quiet, private place to pray and meet God every day. It doesn't have to be a fancy place; just a chair beside which you can kneel will do. But having a set time and place to pray will help defeat those interruptions.
Drowsiness
How can believers defeat the enemy of drowsiness when they pray? Some of John Wesley's early Methodist leaders who were determined to overcome this problem actually soaked towels in cold water, wrapped them around their heads and went right on praying! That's not the method I'd choose, but I certainly admire their tenacity. If you find yourself dropping off to sleep every time you kneel, cradle your head on your arm and close your eyes to pray, why not try sitting or standing? Or why not try walking as you pray? Scoot a chair or table out of the way and walk back and forth across a room, or pace up and down a hall. You will quickly grow accustomed to the “path.” Then you will be able to concentrate solely on prayer and defeat the enemy of drowsiness.
Wandering Thoughts
If your thoughts wander and you have difficulty concentrating as you pray, defeat that enemy by praying aloud instead of silently. Putting your thoughts into words and praying them aloud helps you focus your mind on what you're doing. Perhaps that is one of the reasons Jesus commanded: “When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven” (Luke 11:2).
Once you learn to defeat interruptions, drowsiness and wandering thoughts, within just a short time the desire to pray will have matured into the discipline to pray. And as you discipline yourself to pray, that discipline will be transformed into holy delight.
Don't worry if some days as you pray you shed no tears and feel no emotion. Those times when you feel the least like praying may be the times you most need to pray. Besides, God is moved not so much by your tears and your emotions as He is moved by His Word and by your obedience and tenacity.
Always be sensitive to the Holy Spirit and pray over each request in the manner He directs, for God has sent His Spirit to come to your aid in prayer and plead in your behalf with groanings too deep for utterance (Rom. 8:26). Learn to be sensitive by using your prayer language, praying in the Spirit and listening for the Holy Spirit's promptings. At times the Spirit will lead you to take verses of Scripture and turn them into petitions or bold declarations of your faith. At other times, you will find yourself weeping and travailing over an urgent need. Sometimes you will break into worshipful singing or laughter as God's peace and joy flood your heart. Don't try to make any two prayer times identical. Follow the omniscient Holy Spirit's quiet nudges and forceful impressions, for His choices and leadings are never wrong. So be sensitive. Be flexible. Be obedient. Don't grieve the gentle Holy Spirit by demanding your own way.
Pastor B.J. Willhite, our minister of prayer at Church on the Rock who has risen to commune with God early every morning for over 30 years, explains prayer like this: “Some days you're digging holes. Some days you're planting poles. Some days you're stringing wire. And then one day the circuit is completed, and you make contact!”
God your Father makes this promise: “When you answer the call to pray, I will begin to meet all your needs.” How about it? Are you ready to make an appointment with God each day to seek His face in prayer? Just name the time and place. He won't be late.



CHAPTER NINETEEN
 PATTERNS TO FOLLOW
In Waco, Texas, they did a survey and found out there were more Baptists in Waco than people! That's a true story. If you are a Baptist—even if you're not—you've probably heard of W.A. Criswell, a patriarch in the Southern Baptist Convention. How I appreciate and love that dear man.
After I had pastored for several years at Church on the Rock, Criswell called and requested that my elders and I come to his office in downtown Dallas. We were surprised and delighted by his invitation to visit First Baptist Church, where he pastors.
We “small-talked” with this gracious, gentle servant of God for about 30 seconds. Then Criswell turned to me and said, “I want to ask you a question. Why aren't you a Baptist?”
I was born, raised and educated a Southern Baptist, so I was ready for the greatest rebuke of my life.
Perhaps sensing my apprehension, he phrased the question another way. “If it were not for the Baptists, son, you could not read or write. Why aren't you a Baptist?”
“Dr. Criswell,” I began hesitantly, trying to figure out where he was coming from, “have you got a moment?”
“Yes,” he replied graciously. So I shared my testimony— how Jesus had saved me in the midst of a nervous breakdown in a mental ward, healed me and called me to preach. I told Criswell about reading the red and praying for the power as a student at Dallas Baptist College and how I found myself speaking a language I had never learned after praying, “Lord, if there's power in this gospel, give it to me!”
I continued sharing with this beloved pastor, telling him of my call to pray and how that call had haunted me until I answered it. I described how I obeyed God and began a church in Rockwall, dedicated to the principle of rising early in the morning, praying and then obeying God's voice.
Not knowing exactly how much Criswell wanted to hear, I hesitated. As I did, he leaned forward and, with tears rolling down his lined cheeks, signaled me to stop. “That's enough,” he said, not quibbling over our doctrinal differences. Taking my hand in his, he said simply, “You've done it the Bible way.” Then we wept together for a few moments.
“Dr. Criswell,” I asked as I wiped my tears, “what is your secret? You've spent forty successful years in the same church.”
I shouldn't have been surprised at his answer. “I get up every day and spend the first five hours with God. I spend the first hour in prayer; the next two hours in study; the next hour in meditation; then in the final hour, I get to thinking about what I ought to do the rest of the day.”
After the appointment as I walked out the door, Criswell asked, “Do you know this man Cho? I've read all his books and heard his tapes, and I'm so intrigued by him.”
I told Criswell that I had met Cho and, in fact, was scheduled to preach the very next week in his church in Korea. I promised to tell Cho that Criswell wished to meet him.
That next week I sat beside Cho at a banquet table. Out of the clear blue he turned to me and asked, “Do you know this man Criswell? I've read all his books and listened to his tapes.”
Talk about “holy chemistry”! Then I said, “Dr. Cho, I spoke with Dr. Criswell last week, and he said the very same thing about you.”
As soon as I got back to Dallas, I called Criswell and inquired, “What would you say if I said Dr. Cho would be willing to preach on a Sunday night at First Baptist Church in Dallas?”
Without a moment's hesitation, Criswell replied, “I'd say, ‘Praise God, let's do it!’ ”
So that's how, in the fall of 1984, I accompanied Cho to First Baptist Church in downtown Dallas on a Sunday night. Cho preached and after the meeting was over, the staff slipped out quickly and put us into a limousine. There I sat with my two pastoral heroes. I wanted to be as quiet as a mouse and take it all in.
Criswell opened the conversation. “Now, Cho,” he began, “I have admired you for many years, but I'll be quite frank with you. After reading your books and listening to your tapes, I had concluded that what you have done in Korea was strictly a sociological phenomenon— something that probably couldn't have happened at any other time in history, at any other place in the world. But then I met this lad here.” He gestured toward me.
“So, Lea,” Criswell continued, “would you tell me how you got it from Seoul, Korea, over here to Texas?” and not even watch to see where his ball went. It was the funniest game of golf I have ever played.
Finally, I got up my courage and asked, “Dr. Cho, what is the running track you were telling Dr. Criswell about last night?”
I listened in amazement as Cho rapidly described many of the same principles I had learned about prayer from the Holy Spirit. Something leaped inside me in excited confirmation as Cho confided that his “prayer track” is the Lord's Prayer; the “laps” he runs around that track are the six timeless topics of the model prayer that Jesus gave His disciples.
Did those early disciples follow the prayer pattern Jesus gave them? Yes, historical literature records that they did. The early Jewish-Christian document The Didache instructed early Christians to pray the Lord's Prayer three times daily (Didache 8:2-3). And Christ's desire for His church has not changed.
It is to be a house of purity, prayer, power and perfected praise. At what point are you in that divine progression, clay temple of the most high God? At which stage will your prayer life be this time next year? Desire? Discipline? Delight? It's your choice. If you do not begin to pray, you will not be any further along with the Lord next year than you are right now. The Spirit of God longs to teach you to walk in the yoke He has fitted for you.
Everyone wants to change, but change demands desire and discipline before it becomes delightful. There is always the agony of choice before the promise of change. Therefore, we must consciously, deliberately choose to go on with God.
If we pray the Lord's Prayer as it should be prayed, we choose to obey the major messages of Christ's life and ministry. We sanctify the name of God in our and not even watch to see where his ball went. It was the funniest game of golf I have ever played.
Finally, I got up my courage and asked, “Dr. Cho, what is the running track you were telling Dr. Criswell about last night?”
I listened in amazement as Cho rapidly described many of the same principles I had learned about prayer from the Holy Spirit. Something leaped inside me in excited confirmation as Cho confided that his “prayer track” is the Lord's Prayer; the “laps” he runs around that track are the six timeless topics of the model prayer that Jesus gave His disciples.
Did those early disciples follow the prayer pattern Jesus gave them? Yes, historical literature records that they did. The early Jewish-Christian document The Didache instructed early Christians to pray the Lord's Prayer three times daily (Didache 8:2-3). And Christ's desire for His church has not changed.
It is to be a house of purity, prayer, power and perfected praise. At what point are you in that divine progression, clay temple of the most high God? At which stage will your prayer life be this time next year? Desire? Discipline? Delight? It's your choice. If you do not begin to pray, you will not be any further along with the Lord next year than you are right now. The Spirit of God longs to teach you to walk in the yoke He has fitted for you.
Everyone wants to change, but change demands desire and discipline before it becomes delightful. There is always the agony of choice before the promise of change. Therefore, we must consciously, deliberately choose to go on with God.
If we pray the Lord's Prayer as it should be prayed, we choose to obey the major messages of Christ's life and ministry. We sanctify the name of God in our worship and in our walk. We repent, place God's priorities before our own and become a part of His kingdom movement. We set our wills to forgive and to live in right relationship with God and others. We tenaciously pray specific prayers for our daily provision. Clad in the whole armor of God and encircled by His hedge of protection, we resist temptation and defeat the devil and his evil powers. And we give praise to God our Father who has made us partakers in His kingdom, His power and His glory.
You have my word on it. Something supernatural happens when you take your next step with God. He walked me right out of a psychiatric ward. He led a hippie named Jerry Howell into the ministry. My dad took God's hand and walked away from a life of alcoholism and misery. If you are ready for God to do a new thing in your life, you must take your next step with Him.
“Could you not tarry one hour?” Someone is asking you that question right now, and His name is not Henry. His name is Jesus.



CHAPTER TWENTY
 FOR TEN'S SAKE
Cho once lamented to me: “Americans will give their money, sing songs, build buildings and preach, but they will not pray.” But, thank God, the Lord is changing all that. The Spirit of intercession, the praying Holy Spirit, is overcoming our flesh.
We are in the first stages of the most life-changing, nation-shaping move of God since the beginning of the world. God is birthing a prayer revival—not a doctrine, not a teaching built around the charisma of men, but a spirit of intercession that is invading the lives of His people. Why? Because the word has gone out: mediation or annihilation.
Who among us is not aware of God's gathering storm of judgment? Towering thunderheads of divine wrath loom on the horizon, and prophetic rumblings of impending calamity reverberate throughout the land.
Centuries ago, Abraham watched such clouds of calamity collect over Sodom and Gomorrah. And one day the Lord delivered a dreaded message to Abraham's doorstep—in person. From that visit and from the events that transpired, we can distill four principles that enlighten our understanding and inspire our intercession. The principles pertain to the prevailing ignorance of the wicked and to the preserving influence, the persevering intercession and the powerful impact of the righteous.
The Prevailing Ignorance of the Unrighteous
The unrighteous are unaware that God holds inquest on the moral condition of cities, but verses 20 and 21 of Genesis 18 confirm this awesome fact:
And the Lord said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous; I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know. Then followed Abraham's eloquent, urgent intercession in behalf of the cities: “[If] there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein. And the Lord said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes” (Gen. 18:24,26).
Four more times, Abraham reverently pled with God for the city's welfare, each time lowering the number of righteous people required to stay God's hand, turn judgment and avert destruction. Would the Lord destroy the city if there were forty-five righteous? Forty righteous? Thirty? Twenty?
Abraham was not merely haggling with God, who has no pleasure in the death of the wicked (Ezek. 33:11). Abraham knew God's long-suffering, compassionate nature; therefore, he stood before Him and pled one last time for mercy. “Would the Lord destroy the city if He found ten righteous there?” And God answered, “I will not destroy it for ten's sake” (Gen. 18:32).
The ungrateful, ungodly inhabitants of Sodom would have been amazed to learn the value the Lord sets on the righteous. The entire city could have been spared for the sake of ten righteous people within its walls; indeed, only Lot, the one righteous man in Sodom, and his family were saved (Gen. 19:16).
And if Sodom's inhabitants could have overheard the Lord's assurance to Abraham that if fifty, forty, thirty, twenty or even ten righteous people could be found in Sodom He would not destroy the city, they would have been stunned by this staggering truth: It is not the presence of evil which brings the mercy and long-suffering of God to an end; rather, it is the absence of good.
The Preserving Influence of the Righteous
The haughty enemies of God who undervalue and persecute those who live “soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world” are also unaware of the preserving influence of the righteous (Titus 2:12).
According to Sam Shoemaker's book Extraordinary Living for Ordinary Men, the nineteenth-century church historian William Lecky credited John Wesley with saving England from revolution. All across the island Wesley had set up little companies of twelve. Each group had a leader, met once a week and helped hold each other up to Christian standards.1
Judge for yourself: Did that small remnant, which lifted the moral and spiritual level of the nation, keep England from going the way of France, where in that same century revolution toppled the government? What would have happened in France if they had had a John Wesley or a spiritual revival to preserve it from decay and destruction?
Remember: God would have spared Sodom for the sake of ten. Some say this would have been approximately one-tenth of one percent of the city's population—just a sprinkling of salt in the midst of massive decay, a glimmer of light in gross darkness. Yet, in God's eyes, ten righteous people would have been sufficient cause to spare Sodom.
The Purposeful Intercession of the Remnant
Abraham's intercession for Sodom was the result of divine communication: “And the Lord said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do?” (Gen. 18:17). The Spirit sometimes inspires people to pray by showing them things to come. God reveals His intentions to His friends, thus inviting their intercession.
Although God invites our intercession, our prayers must be in line with God's character and His covenant with mankind. Note that when Abraham brought before God the reasons why his request should be granted, the motive behind his intercession was not small, selfish or shortsighted: “And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked? …Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” (Gen. 18:23,25).
God is bound by His nature and by His covenant with mankind; He can do nothing that is not inflexibly righteous. Therefore, Abraham appealed to God to preserve His name and honor before the world. He also pled God's perfect justice. God would not destroy the righteous with the wicked, the innocent with the guilty. Was it not better that the wicked be spared mercifully than that the righteous be destroyed unrighteously?
The Powerful Impact of the Righteous
God has given us this unwavering assurance:
If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land (2 Chron. 7:14).
But God has also given us this sobering alternative:
And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none. Therefore have I poured out mine indignation upon them; I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath: their own way have I recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord God (Ezek. 22:30,31).
The church is sometimes prone to measure influence by numbers and nickels. But we cannot use our arithmetic to estimate the impact of the righteous; God saves by many or by few. I am not intimidated to declare to you that God has called me to enlist, instruct, encourage and inspire 300,000 believers to pray. On one scale that is a lot more than Sodom's ten, but on another scale it isn't. That is one-tenth of one percent of the population of the United States. God will not allow this nation to destroy itself if His people will repent over the sins of our nation and seek His face. If we will pray, destruction will be averted and judgment can be turned.
My question is, Will you pledge to pray one hour a day for yourself, your loved ones, the ignorant and the unbelieving? Will you promise to intercede for God's spotted, wrinkled church? That is our only hope. Believe it.
Through our National Call to Prayer Network, your prayers will be linked with the petitions of thousands of prayer warriors who have already enlisted in this mighty prayer army.
God is setting a mark upon the foreheads of those who sigh and groan for all the abominations of the land (Ezek. 9:4-6). As in Ezekiel's day, destruction will not come near any man upon whom that mark is set.
May the pledge of God Himself echo in our ears and drive us to our knees: “I will not destroy it for ten's sake!”



PRAYER GUIDE
1. “Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.”
A. Picture Calvary and thank God you can call Him Father by virtue of the blood of Jesus.

B. Hallow the names of God corresponding with the five benefits in the New Covenant, and make your faith declarations.

 
	Benefit
	Name
	Meaning

	Sin 	Jehovah-tsidkenu
	The Lord My Righteousness 
	  	Jehovah-m'kaddesh
	The Lord Who Sanctifies 
	Spirit 	Jehovah-shalom
	The Lord Is Peace 
	  	Jehovah-shammah
	The Lord Is There 
	Soundness 	Jehovah-rophe
	The Lord Who 
	  	  	Heals 
	Success 	Jehovah-jireh
	The Lord's Provision Shall Be Seen 
	Security 	Jehovah-nissi
	The Lord My Banner 
	  	Jehovah-rohi
	The Lord My Shepherd 

II. “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done.”
A. Yourself

B. Your family (mate, children, other family members)

C. Your church (pastor, leadership, faithfulness of the people, harvest)

D. Nation (city, state and national political and spiritual leaders, a specific nation)

III. “Give us this day our daily bread.”
A. Be in the will of God (prayer life, church, work habits, obedience in giving).

B. Believe it is God's will to prosper you.

C. Be specific.

D. Be tenacious.

IV. “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.”
A. Ask God to forgive you.

B. Forgive and release others.

C. Set your will to forgive those who sin against you.

V. “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”
A. Put on the whole armor of God, the Lord Jesus Christ.

1. Loins girt about with truth



2. Breastplate of righteousness



3. Feet shod with the preparation (readiness) of the gospel of peace



4. Shield of faith



5. Helmet of salvation



6. Sword of the Spirit which is the Word (rhema) of God



7. Praying always in the Spirit



B. Pray a hedge of protection. (The Lord is your refuge, your fortress, your God; in Him will you trust.)

1. Because you have made the Lord your habitation



2. Because you have set your love upon Him



3. Because you have known His name



VI. “For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.”
1. Make your faith declarations.

2. Return to praise.




NOTES
Chapter 8
1. Brad Young, The Jewish Background to the Lord's Prayer (Austin, Tex.: Center for Judaic-Christian Studies, 1984), 9.
Chapter 10
1. Brad Young, The Jewish Background to the Lord's Prayer (Austin, Tex.: Center for Judaic-Christian Studies, 1984), 15.
Chapter 11
1. Donald Gee, Concerning the Spiritual Gifts, Springfield, Mo.: Gospel Publishing House, 1972), 58.
Chapter 13
1. Kenneth Hagin, The Art of Intercession (Tulsa, Okla.: Kenneth Hagin Ministries, 1980), 139, 141.
Chapter 20
1. Samuel Shoemaker, Extraordinary Living for Ordinary Men (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1965), 103.
FOR MORE INFORMATION
If you want to join with Larry Lea in praying one hour a day, please write to the address below. Your name will be included with the other Christians uniting to meet the goal of 1,500,000 praying daily. You will also be kept up-to-date with the Prayer Ministry.
Please write today.
The Prayer Ministry
 P.O. Box 81286
 San Diego, CA 92138-1286
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