
        
            
                
            
        

    
    
      Matt Sorger will inspire you to harness the potential for your life and experience the rewards of serving Christ. He shows how living in the fruit of the Spirit will make you a conduit for the power of God at work all around us. This book is a must for anyone seeking to maximize their faith and the possibilities of their walk with Christ.

      —PASTOR MATTHEW BARNETT
COFOUNDER
OF
THE DREAM CENTER
IN LOS ANGELES

      Every so often there is a book that comes along and “grabs you.” Power for Life  is one of those books! Matt Sorger is a dynamic, emerging hero in the kingdom of God. In this book he has captured many necessary keys to unlocking what you are called to do, called to be, and, most importantly, knowing how to embrace who you are! This is a book that will help you better understand the wounds and spiritual inheritance in your DNA. Power for Life will help you reconnect to your past so you can be connected to your future!

      —CHUCK D. PIERCE
PRESIDENT, GLOBAL SPHERES, INC.
PRESIDENT, GLORY
OF ZION
INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES, INC.

      Power for Life  hits the mark for one of the most important and critical messages for this prophetic hour. There are few in Matt’s generation who are able to articulate the depth of the marriage of intimacy, character, and power that he has been able to convey in his book. I am changed and renewed in my personal walk of faith through reading these pages. Every believer should read it and be transformed!

      —CINDY JACOBS
GENERALS INTERNATIONAL

      Matt Sorger’s book Power for Life offers both spiritual and practical advice on living the way Jesus intended: in the fullness of His love and in the fullness of His power. Matt shows that the only way to abundant fruit and a power-filled life is through a lifestyle of intimacy and prayer. It is in this place that we discover our true identity as sons and daughters of God. Simply abiding in the Father’s embrace will empower our lives beyond measure, because love never fails. To echo Matt’s own words, it is the one thing that has a 100 percent success rate. The wonderful testimonies in this book will richly inspire your faith and leave you hungering for more of God’s presence. I highly recommend Matt’s book to all who are desperate to see the kingdom of God released in fullness, here on earth, as it is in heaven. Matt carries the presence and passion of God in a beautiful way, and this is clearly reflected in the pages of his book.

      —HEIDI BAKER, PHD
FOUNDING DIRECTOR, IRIS MINISTRIES

      Do you want to make an impact with your life for Jesus Christ? Do you need more of the power of God to accomplish your dreams? Then look no further. Matt Sorger is a modern-day revivalist crying in the wilderness that hope is on the way. Yes, you can leave an impact in your sphere of influence and accomplish your very dreams. Be equipped by scriptural truths combined with inspiring testimonies from my dear friend and partner advancing the kingdom of God. Receive power for your life!

      —JAMES W. GOLL
ENCOUNTERS NETWORK, PRAYER STORM,
COMPASSION ACTS

      Matt Sorger is one of the young promising evangelists for integrity and power. His book Power for Life reveals both of these emphases—integrity and power. The book is balanced. This is not charismania. I believe Matt teaches how to enter into the more. I am sure you will be blessed by reading and studying this book.

      —RANDY CLARK
FOUNDER
OF
THE APOSTOLIC NETWORK
OF
GLOBAL AWAKENING

      The world is in desperate need of heroes. My dear friend Matt Sorger has provided you with a road map of the birth, growth, development, and release of the hero within you for the day in which you and I are living. His signposts are clear and scriptural, his intention is exceptional, his passion is admirable, and his promise to you is transferrable by the same Spirit that is working in him that has worked in all heroes of God in past generations. Power for Life  will unleash God’s greatness in you and through you and cause you to respond to a call that is issuing from His heart in this hour for those whose lives are clearly marked by God’s presence! Thanks, Matt, for taking the time to pen these words; may they go deep into the hearts of the ageless generation that will be led by the Spirit to read them, apply them, and experience the fruit of them in this hour!

      —DR. MARK CHIRONNA
THE MASTER’S TOUCH INTERNATIONAL CHURCH
MARK CHIRONNA MINISTRIES

      Matt Sorger is one of my favorite ministers! He is dedicated, passionate, and full of integrity. His book Power for Life is written from his own life experiences and study in the Word of God and is loaded with fresh revelation of the Word and practical wisdom to help you walk in the power of God. What Matt pens in this book is authentic and trustworthy—a great book for your library!

      —PATRICIA KING
COFOUNDER, XPMEDIA

      In Matt’s book Power for Life , you will learn how to connect to the power of God and direct it according to God’s purposes so that you may be used as a conduit of God’s glory. As you become a channel of God’s presence, you will help bring the societal reformation we are believing for.

      —CHÉ AHN
SENIOR PASTOR, HROCK CHURCH
PRESIDENT, HARVEST INTERNATIONAL MINISTRY

      In his book Power for Life , Matt Sorger has presented how to harness and release the power of God in our lives. Its truth will set many free and help you fulfill your destiny. The kingdom of God will be advanced and the church more triumphant when the jewels in this book are applied. It will enhance your life as you discover the power and purpose God intends for you. Everyone needs to read this book and put in to practice its spiritual truths and practical principles. As a result, much more will be accomplished in your life and ministry.

      —DR. BILL HAMON
BISHOP, CHRISTIAN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES
NETWORK (CIMN)

      In his book Power for Life , Matt Sorger combines powerful biblical principles with artfully communicated life stories to present a handbook for believers to live lives of victory, vision, and purpose. You will be encouraged as Matt shares much of his own journey toward living the life of an overcomer. This book will inspire you to live stronger and reach higher than you ever have before.

       —JANE HAMON
CHRISTIAN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES

      Matt’s book Power for Life has fresh insights into releasing the wonderful presence of the Holy Spirit in strategic areas of our lives. You have a resource here to not only propel you into God’s supernatural but also to assist others in getting their breakthrough. I am grateful for tools like these that help us go from glory to glory.

      —MAHESH CHAVDA
CHAVDA MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL

      Matt Sorger is a lover of God first, as well as a powerful dynamic minister that the Lord has raised up to demonstrate His glory to this generation. I was privileged to be part of his ordination to ministry and have been impressed at his humility and purity of heart. His new book, Power for Life , will release in you supernatural faith in Almighty God to do the impossible in your life. The dynamic ingredients for miraculous living are in this life-changing book. This is a must-read for the entire body of Christ. I highly recommend it!

      —BOB WEINER
WEINER MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL
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NOTES


FOREWORD
I
LOVE
BOOKS
THAT take me on a journey, especially when I know that the author has written from the wisdom and insights gained in his own experience. It’s not that I mind “classroom theories.” Theories have their place in creating avenues for future dreams and experiments. There just comes a time when I need to know the absolutes of this Christian walk that have been proven over time. Power for Life is a book of such absolutes, tested, proven, and recorded for our benefit. It is out of Matt Sorger’s purity and teachable spirit that these pages were written. The keys and principles in it create a clear road map of how to value the presence of God and walk in a lifestyle of fullness of power and deep intimate relationship. Though it operates as a “how-to” manual, it also extends an invitation and stirs the heart’s cry of the reader to cultivate greater intimacy with the Father. Matt’s journey displays the fruit of discipline, the joy of sacrifice, and the fullness of the Holy Spirit resting and operating through a surrendered life. This journey is all that one could hope for. It is the reason we are alive. But like the greatest adventures in life, it is dangerous. It’s dangerous to old mind-sets, dangerous to mediocrity and complacency, and dangerous to religious boredom. Matt connects us to the power of God for a life of victory and overcoming . We were born for this! He also introduces us to the sustaining nature of God’s power . Longevity is key in this Christian life. God looks to be able to trust us with an increased measure of Himself. And finally, we are introduced to the process of staying fresh . Oh, how we need this right now. So many have tasted of God’s great work but have become stale and dry, which is one of the most contradictory experiences in our walk with Jesus.
It has been said that the one who gives the most hope will always have the most influence. If that is true, and I believe it is, then Matt Sorger and his book Power for Life  are about to take center stage. This wonderful book brings hope by unveiling the road map to supernatural purpose in a way that is neither cheap and easy nor impossible to obtain. The truths on these pages were acquired in raw, life experiences. And it is our privilege to glean what Matt has learned to steward so well.
King David knew something of this journey unto supernatural purpose. He fulfilled his destiny in ways that few have before or since. Inspired by the brilliance of God’s desire for humanity, he wrote, “May He grant you according to your heart’s desire , and fulfill all your purpose” (Ps. 20:4, NKJV). When God fulfills our heart’s desire, we are much more likely to fulfill His purpose for our lives. Yet anyone who thinks that God loves to be directed by the desires of a selfish people couldn’t be more wrong. Therein is the process revealed: God disciplines us in such a way that we can bear up under His blessing. God desires to have a people who won’t be destroyed by His response to our desires. This, in part, is where we fulfill our purpose. But when we strive for significance, we undermine our significance.
Thankfully, Matt provides no shortcuts to Christian success. Instead he reveals the divine process he has yielded to that has brought him to a place of abundant fruitfulness for the King. This is the privilege and pleasure of every believer—living for the glory of another, Jesus Christ. An interesting picture is given in Scripture of this process: a woman poured costly perfume over Jesus and wiped it with her hair. While she did it for His sake, she walked out smelling the same way Jesus did. It’s the same for us: we live to bring glory to the King. But we live in the same glory, smelling like Him.
We live in a time of great transition. What can be shaken is being shaken, and people are looking for solid ground to stand on. In our ministry we see highly trained professionals leaving their post in order to come and be trained in the ministry of saving the lost, healing the sick, and delivering the tormented. Their income and their station in life matter little any more. While many go back to their professions, it’s not the position they seek. It’s the hand of God upon their lives that becomes the great prize. These kinds of shifts are seen all through society as people are searching for their purpose. Even the world’s wealthiest are giving away billions of dollars to try to fix what is wrong. And whether it’s for saving the planet or destroying poverty, there is a cry in their hearts for significance. This is a God moment. A stable people can bring stability to a shaking world. This has become our moment.
Matt’s life message demonstrates how to become trusted with heaven on earth. Our connection to the purposes of God—the sustaining presence of God’s power working in our lives—puts everything in place, satisfying our desire to bring Him glory while allowing us to step fully into a position of eternal significance. Enjoy this great adventure!
—BILL JOHNSON
SENIOR
LEADER
OF BETHEL CHURCH, REDDING, CA
AUTHOR
OF
WHEN HEAVEN INVADES EARTH
AND
FACE
TO FACE WITH GOD



INTRODUCTION
Fruit Produces Power
WHEN I WAS in my freshman year of college, the Lord spoke something very deep to my heart. He told me that the top of my list was the bottom of His, and the bottom of His list was the top of mine. At the top of His list was the refinement of my character, not the fulfillment of my ministry. He told me that He was going to cause my roots to go down so deep in Him that when success came to my life, I would not be moved. For years after receiving that word, I walked through some very deep refining fires in my life. God dealt with character issues in me that would become the foundation upon which He would release His power in me and through me. God first gave me the power to live holy and consecrated, and then He released His power through me to see others deeply touched by His presence. Even to this day character development is a daily process.
Power is defined in Webster’s dictionary as “supplying a force to operate; to drive or push; to inspire, sustain; to conduct electricity; and the ability to do or act.”
Power for life is about having the internal force and ability to live life to it’s maximum potential. The power of God will be conducted in and through our lives as the fruit of the Spirit are cultivated and grown within us.
When I was a young person in school, I can remember another student using fruit to conduct electricity for a science project. I found it fascinating how a lemon could be used to light a light bulb. Fruit is a great conductor of electricity or power, and spiritual fruit will be a conductor of God’s power in your life.
Let’s Get Back to the Basics
Spiritual fruit are the qualities of God’s nature you possess in your life. Galatians 5:22–23 states, “But the fruit of the [Holy] Spirit [the work which His presence within accomplishes] is love, joy (gladness), peace, patience (an even temper, forbearance), kindness, goodness (benevolence), faithfulness, gentleness (meekness, humility), self-control (self-restraint, continence).”
Many relegate the fruit of the Spirit to a Sunday school lesson, but it is much more than that. It’s the very essence of God’s power in us. While it is foundational, it is not trivial. It’s a deception to think fruit is for the immature. The very proof of our maturity is our ability to walk in each of these qualities. It’s one thing to know them, but it’s another thing to live them. We learn about fruit as kids, but as we grow up, many times they’re left unattended. Unattended fruit becomes rotten.
I was traveling on the road in ministry and was given a basket of fruit in my hotel room, but the fruit was rotten. As a result the fruit was swarming with fruit flies that eventually filled my entire hotel room. I had to throw the fruit out and clean my room. Rotten fruit attracts flies. The same thing happens in our lives when we neglect the basic yet profound principles of God’s way to live. Our lives become rotten and attract darkness.
Many times people separate fruit from power. They think they are unrelated. They fail to realize that a lifestyle of fruit actually releases God’s power in extraordinary ways.
Unleashing the Power Within You
Remember Winston Churchill, Abraham Lincoln, Mother Teresa, Martin Luther, Kathryn Kuhlman, Oral Roberts, and Billy Graham? They lived lifestyles that demonstrated the fruit of the Spirit. They were conductors of the power of God. Where are the heroes like that?
As we stand on the brink of social reformation and societal transformation, in a world where darkness clashes with light, people are in desperate need of something and someone to believe in—leaders, friends, and pastors with integrity and truth.
They want to know, who is standing for the lost, hurting, wounded, poor, and needy? Who is standing in truth and love? Is it you?
I was a very imaginative child growing up. I loved the thought of flying through the air and leaping over tall buildings in a single bound. In the classic story of Superman, Clark Kent was an unassuming reporter by day but had superhuman strength and ability hidden beneath the surface of his calm demeanor. In a moment, a transformation would take place, enabling Clark Kent to become Superman. He had the ability to overcome the greatest obstacles with superhuman strength, but many couldn’t see it on the surface.
The same is true for you. You may not be able to literally leap over a tall building, but your power far exceeds that of Superman. For you have the Greater One living on the inside of you, enabling you to do the unimaginable. But you must first see and know the hero God has created you to be, and that starts by knowing the Hero who already lives in you.
The Power of Three
I have divided this book into three power-filled sections to help you get in position to live a life that is marked with the supernatural presence of God.
In the first section, “Plugging Into the Power Source,” you will learn how to plug into God’s power. God’s power is granted to us so we can live true, authentic, overcoming lives filled with victory and freedom every day! This power is not just for a momentary experience. It’s for life! His power is there for you on Monday morning when you have to get up and go to that job you dislike. His power is there for you when you are facing a difficult trial and circumstance. His power is there for you when you wake up in a bad mood and feel discouraged and defeated. His power is there for you when you face that same struggle and temptation you have fought before. His power is there for you when an unexpected crisis hits your life. His real, authentic, supernatural power is there to help you live your life every day in His fullness and abundance.
Once you plug into God’s power, you will then move on to section two, “Harnessing the Power,” where you will learn how to see God’s power harnessed and sustained in your life for the long haul. Harnessing enables us to sustain, protect, nurture, and mature God’s power in our lives.
You will be challenged to ask yourself the question, “Can God trust me?” This is why the harnessing process to develop strong, godly character is so important. The more He can trust us, the more He will give us because He knows we will be able to carry, sustain, and then release His power through our daily lives without endangering ourselves or those around us.
In the third section, “Releasing the Power,” not only will you learn how to plug into and sustain God’s power, but you will also be equipped to see that power supernaturally released through your life. The power of God is not just for you; it is for everyone you will come in contact with. God infuses you with His power so you can live a triumphant life and then pass that victory onto others. You must release His power in order for it to stay fresh and alive within you.
Biblically, there is a law of release. When you endure life’s processing and challenges, release is imminent. Job was released into a double portion. Joseph was released into the palace. Israel was released into the Promised Land. David was released into kingship. Jesus was released into divine power and ministry. The disciples were released into apostleship. The one hundred twenty in the Upper Room were released into power. Paul was released to the Gentiles. And each one of you reading this book right now has promises and a destiny over your life God is waiting to release you into.
The Choice Is Yours
One thing you need to know is that power for life is a choice! God has created us all with free will—your ability to make choices. Choices are containers for power. Make the right choices, and your life will be transformed! True power comes from the life you live. Your hidden lifestyle will either release God’s abundant blessings or bring you into low-level living. The choice is yours.
No trumpets sound when the important decisions of your life are made. Destiny is made known silently.1

—AGNES DEMILLE
Make the decision to not live one more second beneath the fullness of everything God has for you. No more defeat. No more depression. No more negativity. No more fear. No more complacency, apathy, or lethargy. This is your life, and you only have one, so live it to the full.


CHAPTER 1
Don’t Squeeze My Fruit
A
PASTOR WALKED INTO his church on a Sunday morning and shared with his staff before the service started how he wanted to quit the ministry and was going to tell the people that day. Rather than sitting on the platform as he normally did, he chose to sit on the front row. During worship he sat there with his arms folded with a blank look on his face. He made no attempt to worship God. He was stone cold in his spirit. Right before he got up to preach, he whispered to his assistant, “Watch me preach. The people won’t know the difference.”
As he stood at the pulpit to preach, he opened up his mouth and spoke with the same eloquence he spoke with every Sunday. The words sounded great. In fact, they were impressive. When he finished preaching, he closed his Bible, walked off the platform, and disappeared into a back room. No one was the wiser. They clapped and applauded as usual. They left the service that day hearing a great message, but they were untouched and unchanged by the Spirit of God. They had fallen for charismatic hype. Things looked great on the outside, but there was no fruit on the inside. There was no power. No lives changed. Just empty ritual.
One day Jesus was walking down the road, and He spotted a fig tree up on the embankment. Jesus got excited because He was hungry and saw that the fig tree was full of lush, green leaves. I imagine He hoped to find it full of ripe figs. But He got a little closer and saw that there was not one fig on the whole tree! There were all those leaves and no figs. With a single word He cursed the fig tree, and it instantly withered up and died. The disciples marveled at Jesus’s power and authority, that even fig trees obeyed His command (Mark 11:12–14).
Jesus used the experience to teach them a lesson on faith that if they would just believe, they too could speak to even a mountain and it would have to move out of their way. But I believe this passage was designed for us to learn a few other things.
The first lesson has to do with us. Just as the fig tree looked lush and fruitful from a distance, there are many of us who look good from a distance. We smell good, sound good, and speak well. Surely there is spiritual fruit hidden in between all those leaves of gifts and talents.
Even some preachers, who can whip a crowd into a frenzy knowing just the right words to say to get a reaction from the people, can fool us into thinking there is fruit there. But I have come to learn that eloquent speech cannot always be equated with the true power of God. In fact, if you look a little closer, what you often find is form of godliness that lacks the true power of God to transform people’s lives. Whooping and hollering are not the power of God. Shouting and dancing are not always the power of God.
We must long to have more than an exterior that looks good from a distance. We can polish ourselves up with fancy suits and ties, and hats and dresses. We can say all the right words and be stellar actors or actresses. But when Jesus comes closer, He doesn’t want to see just leaves. He wants the fruit. He wants something deeper. He wants His hunger to be satisfied. God longs for people who won’t just look good on the outside but will be true and genuine deep down in the fiber of their being, people who are truly living what they are portraying and who live in the pure authentic power of the living God. It’s not enough to look good from a distance. Jesus is looking for fruit in the lives of His people.
The other lesson taught from the story of the fig tree has to do with our natural talents and spiritual gifts. Natural talents are abilities and strengths you are born with. For example, some are naturally gifted public speakers. Others have amazing musical abilities and can sing people to goose bumps and tears. Some are born with outstanding athletic inclinations, while others have a genius IQ. These are natural God-given talents and look great from a distance.
Then there are the supernatural gifts of the Spirit found in 1 Corinthians 12:8–10. These include “[the power to speak] a message of wisdom, and to another [the power to express] a word of knowledge and understanding according to the same [Holy] Spirit; to another [wonder-working] faith by the same [Holy] Spirit, to another the extraordinary powers of healing by the one Spirit; to another the working of miracles, to another prophetic insight (the gift of interpreting the divine will and purpose); to another the ability to discern and distinguish between [the utterances of true] spirits [and false ones], to another various kinds of [unknown] tongues, to another the ability to interpret [such] tongues.”
From a distance the operation of the gifts of the Spirit in our lives can also look great. The gifts are given to imperfect vessels by God’s grace and are without repentance (Rom. 11:29). As a person is seeking relationship with God, he or she can start off right and begin operating in gifts of the Spirit. But it’s not enough just to start right; we also have to finish right. It’s possible to begin strong but then ride on the gifts and abilities God has given and stray from Him in your heart. This is the danger of seeking talents and gifts apart from fruit.
Jesus made it very clear: “Therefore, you will fully know them by their fruits” (Matt. 7:20). What truly marks us as people who live a Spirit-empowered life is the fruit we produce.
Pruned if You Do and Pruned if You Don’t
If you are a gardener or have a green thumb and grow plants in your home, you know that one of the best ways to get good fruit or full blossoms from your favorite bush is to prune or even cut it back completely during the right season. In John 15:2 Jesus compares us to branches. He says that if a branch does not produce fruit at all, it is to be cut off. And the branches that do produce fruit, He prunes and cuts back. You don’t have to be doing something wrong to be pruned. It’s actually when you are doing things right that pruning takes place. So look, you are pruned if you do and pruned if you don’t. You might as well deal with it and let God produce His fruit in you. But there is one sure thing: it’s better to be cut back than to be cut off.
So how does God prune us? Well, He does it in two major ways. First we know that His Word prunes us.
You are cleansed and pruned already, because of the word which I have given you [the teachings I have discussed with you].

—JOHN 15:3
As we read His Word, our true condition is revealed and our hearts are exposed. Hebrews 4:12 says that the Word of God is “active and full of power...penetrating to the dividing line of the breath of life (soul) and [the immortal] spirit, and of joints and marrow [of the deepest parts of our nature], exposing and sifting and analyzing and judging the very thoughts and purposes of the heart.” Through His Word, God shows us where we have missed it so that we can begin to live in a way that truly pleases Him. Also as we read and think on His Word, His Word contains a cleansing power that works in us, causing us to be the person He has destined us to be. His Word lights our paths and gives us the right direction for all aspects of our lives. His Word gives us the power to live a life that produces fruit.
Every Scripture is God-breathed (given by His inspiration) and profitable for instruction, for reproof and conviction of sin, for correction of error and discipline in obedience, [and] for training in righteousness (in holy living, in conformity to God’s will in thought, purpose, and action).

—2 TIMOTHY 3:16
God’s Word puts before us the image of Christ, who perfectly lived out the fruit of the Spirit and walked in the power of God. By beholding His Word, we are pruned, groomed, corrected, and encouraged to be like Him.
Our relationships with others are also used to prune us. That’s right. God puts all those “fruit testers” around us to make sure we are producing the right fruit. He creates all these people, each with different personalities. Some He creates strong-willed. Others He creates meek and mild. God creates all these different types of people and throws them all together. It’s one big fruit salad! But it’s really as these people interact with each other that true fruit is produced or the lack of it is exposed.
You know, there are two spiritual beings trying to kill you. “What?” you may ask. “Kill me?” Yes, kill you. God and Satan. Satan comes as a thief to steal, kill, and destroy for your harm. Satan comes to try to destroy God’s plan and purpose for your life. God comes to kill our carnal and fleshly ways so we can experience His resurrection power! That kind of death is for our good. He allows every area of our life to become crucified with Christ so we can experience His power in those areas. Paul said, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Gal. 2:20, NKJV).
Before we can receive resurrection power, we have to first experience His death. As we die to self, His power is released in us, enabling us to be who He has called us to be. And what better way to die than by all the interactions we have with people around us on a daily basis? Every time one of our buttons gets pushed and we choose to respond with love and grace, we die. When we are by ourselves, we are all little angels. There we are in prayer enjoying the presence of God. We are floating on a cloud. Everything is peaceful and perfect! Then the wife, the husband, or the kids come home. Shoes are left everywhere, clothes are thrown on the floor, or dishes are left in the sink. Suddenly the halo disappears, and the horns come out. Where did the little angel go? Buttons of the flesh start to get pushed, and the internal fruit start to be seen on the outside. This kind of reveal can only happen through our interactions with people. It’s those closest to us who will really see what kind of fruit we have.
Picture this scenario with me. There you are at home having a “discussion” with your husband or wife or kids. It’s a bit heated. Voices are raised; emotions are flared. Then the phone rings. “Hello,” you say with a perfectly calm, relaxed voice. It’s the pastor. “Well, hello, Pastor, so good to hear from you. Oh, yes, I am so excited about the bake sale on Saturday. For sure, I will be there with my cookies. Amen. God bless. Praise the Lord. I’m saved, sanctified, and filled with the Holy Ghost! Talk to you later, Pastor.” Once the phone hangs up, the yelling picks up right where it left off.
It seems that we can have full control over what fruit we display and produce depending on who is around. Our family tends to see the worst in us. Why? We feel the most comfortable, and also because family is family. They can’t leave you. Your parents are your parents, your kids are your kids, and your mate is your mate. Once you get married, it’s till death do you part. God will use your closest relationships to produce your greatest fruit.
So rather than trying to constantly change them, you may be better off just accepting them for who they are. You will probably enjoy your journey a lot more if you pray for God to change you rather than the people around you. If you are able to produce fruit under trying circumstances, then eventually what bothered you about that person will no longer irritate you. As you die to yourself, you will get victory over those irritating emotions and will be much happier as a result. Always remember, when you are praying for someone else to change, God is looking for you to change. You might as well as die and get it over with.
We can’t run from community; we have to embrace it. It’s what God uses to perfect us. Doesn’t that just make you happy? Well, it should. So, get happy and enjoy the journey. When you think someone else is a “fruit tester,” remember you may be the “fruit tester” for someone else!
In Season and Out
I asked God a question: “Why did You curse the fig tree even when it wasn’t the season for figs? How could You hold the tree accountable to produce fruit out of season?” It just didn’t seem fair to me. Then this scripture came to mind: “Be ready in season and out of season” (2 Tim. 4:2, NKJV).
I realized that no matter what season it is, no matter what our circumstances are, no matter if it’s a good day or a bad day, Jesus wants us to be bearing fruit. It will not always be easy to bear good fruit. It requires a death to the desires of the flesh and to the self-life. But God wants us to be ready in season and out of season, and His Spirit gives us the power to do that.
The awesome thing is that when God asks us to do something, it’s because He knows He has already made the provision for it! He never asks us to do something on our own without His help.
Jesus is more concerned with our fruit than He is about our gifts or material success. This is revealed in Matthew 7:22–23, where those who operate in great gifts are told to depart from Jesus because He never really knew them. Their lack of fruit caused them to miss the most important thing: relationship with God and acceptance into the kingdom of heaven. Jesus also said in Matthew 21:43, “I tell you, for this reason the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce the fruits of it.” Fruit is on the top of God’s priority list for us.
You Will Be Fruitful
Joel prophesied, “Be not afraid, you wild beasts of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness have sprung up and are green; the tree bears its fruit, and the fig tree and the vine yield their [full] strength” (Joel 2:22). As God continues to work in us, He will cause the wilderness places to become green pastures. He will cause dry, dead places to become alive. He will cause the tree, our lives, to bear fruit and the vine to have full strength. God gives us the strength to bear the fruit He desires us to have. He makes us strong in spirit. This is our destiny.
My heartfelt prayer for you as you read this book is Colossians 1:10: “That you may walk (live and conduct yourselves) in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him and desiring to please Him in all things, bearing fruit in every good work and steadily growing and increasing in and by the knowledge of God [with fuller, deeper, and clearer insight, acquaintance, and recognition].”
I believe this is the heartbeat of God found within these pages, that we will live in a way that pleases God. As we do, we will bear fruit as His magnificent power is displayed in and through our lives, and in the end we will have grown in our deep, intimate knowledge of God.


PART I
Plugging Into the Power Source


CHAPTER 2
The Power of Intimacy
Hitting the Saturation Point 

WHEN GOD FIRST revealed Himself to my family and me, He showed Himself to be a God of miracles and power. I was fourteen years old at the time, and what a year it had been. God stepped into my life, and nothing would ever be the same again. I was raised Catholic. Our family went to church once or twice a year on Christmas and Easter. I used to love lighting the candles in church. The smell of the incense and the peaceful atmosphere were very inviting to me. I still have memories of the midnight mass at Saint Margaret’s, looking up into the windows near the ceiling of the church and seeing hundreds of lights flickering back at me as we stood there singing “Hallelujah,” holding our little white candles in the dark. I loved it.
I remember asking my parents if we could go to church. For some reason, beyond the influence of man, I was always drawn to church and to spiritual things. I would love to get my hymnal and sing the songs aloud. There was a higher, unseen Force drawing me; I just didn’t know it. We were not a super-religious family. I believed in God and in Jesus, but I didn’t have a personal relationship with Him. I knew He was the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, but I had not yet had my sins forgiven. To me, God was some distant Being floating in the universe somewhere.
Then it happened, the night that would change my life forever. My mom had been sick for two years. She had spent thousands of dollars on hospital bills. She tried everything she could from modern medicine to homeopathic remedies to alternative spiritual healing techniques. But nothing worked. She only grew worse. I was twelve when she first became sick. Her sickness started with a weird dizzy feeling in her head, but it soon took over to the point where she had constant pins and needles throughout her arms and hands. She couldn’t walk straight and eventually had to just lie in bed. By the end of two years, she was bedridden. The doctors diagnosed her with everything in the book from a virus in her spine to a rare blood disorder to strange yeast infections to multiple sclerosis and more. But no matter what medicine she took, she only grew worse.
I still have some of the pages from my journal as a child. “Dear God. I’m really worried about Mom. She is really sick. I don’t know what’s wrong with her. The doctors don’t either. Please help my mom. The medicine isn’t working. Nothing is. I don’t want her to die.” That was from November 9, 1986.
Sometime later that year my grandmother invited her to a Catholic charismatic healing service where the priests were filled with the Holy Spirit. That night she was the worst she had ever been. But she was determined to get to that healing mass. She knew in her heart that God was her only hope. If He didn’t somehow intervene, her life was over. As she entered the church that night, she collapsed on the floor in the back of the sanctuary. With tears running down her face, she looked up and saw the cross. She prayed, “Jesus, tonight I am coming to You and You alone.” She made her way forward for prayer, and before the priest could even lay his hand on her, the power of the Holy Spirit overshadowed her. The force was so strong that she was knocked back through the air about ten feet across the altar.
As she lay on the floor, she could feel what felt like tons of electricity flowing through her body. She thought she died and went to heaven. The priests helped her off the floor. She could still feel God’s power flowing through her. When she stood up, she noticed something. All the pain and sickness was gone from her body! Not only that, but she had given her heart completely to Jesus. In that moment she realized that Jesus was the only way to get to God. She had tried alternative healing methods that dabbled in Hinduism and Buddhist backgrounds, but they only made her worse. She even tried New Age healing techniques. It all failed her. In fact, the more she participated in things such as meditation and yoga, the sicker she became! God was making sure that she understood Jesus was the only way into true relationship with God. She was sincerely seeking to know the truth, and that night she found it!
I still remember when my mom came walking through the front door of our house. She was bright and smiling. I hadn’t seen my mom smile in two years. “What happened?” I exclaimed. “You look so different!” She said, “Jesus healed me!”
Here’s what I wrote in my journal right after, on January 27, 1987: “I am so happy Jesus healed my mom! He’s great!” What a change!
That week my entire family came into a real and true relationship with God. I can remember sitting down with my mom as she shared with me about what Jesus did for us on the cross. Something strange happened on the inside of me. As she spoke to me about Jesus, a sudden awareness of my sins came over me, and I knew I needed forgiveness for them. No one told me I had sinned. I just knew it. We prayed together, and I asked Jesus to forgive me. A new chapter began in my life. I felt clean. Something changed inside of me. It was the beginning of a glorious relationship with God. No longer was He a distant force floating out in the universe somewhere. He had stepped down into my life. He was real!
We soon joined a Full Gospel church that had solid teaching in the Word and lively praise and worship music. The first month of attendance, we all stood against the back wall, my brother and me with our hands in our pockets. It was all so new for us. After a few months something began to break through in my spirit. I found myself being drawn to the front row of the church! So one Sunday, without saying a word to my parents, I walked from the back row to the front row. As I closed my eyes and sang the songs, I could feel a sensation going over my entire body. God was filling me with His presence. It was glorious! God was so close. I could feel Him in me and all around me. His presence was overwhelming.
Reaching the Saturation Point
Each week in church I would close my eyes, lift my hands, and worship God. In those corporate church settings His manifest presence was so real to me. His presence would come like waves over my body. As time went on, I wanted more of God. I wanted to know His presence when I was alone! So I took my tape player (remember, this was 1988, and we didn’t have CDs or MP3s yet) and my favorite worship tape and would go into my room, close the door, and worship God for an hour every day in private. I would sing the same songs I had sung a hundred times before in church, but I felt nothing! I felt dry and distant from God. It was nothing like when I worshiped Him in church under the corporate atmosphere of His presence. But I was determined to connect with God.
After about four months of pressing in and seeking God, it happened. I was singing a song I had sung a thousand times before, but this time something happened. I understand now that my spirit reached a saturation point. God’s Spirit overflowed from my spirit into my soul and body.
It’s a picture frozen in time, a snapshot of glory imprinted in my memory. I was standing in the middle of my bedroom, a young fifteen-year-old boy, my eyes closed and hands lifted up. As I sang, heaven opened up over me. My entire room became filled with the manifest presence of God! My entire body was completely overcome by His presence. God stepped down into my little room. It was just He and I. He was already living in my spirit upon salvation, but now He was overflowing into my soul and body. He was filling all of me. It was a moment of spiritual breakthrough that would transform my personal intimacy with God.
I grew throughout my teen years with the help of a youth group, and God continued to take me deeper and higher in Him. I began to learn a principle from the life of Jesus that would soon begin to release a supernatural power in and through my life. I had such a deep passion to pray and spend time with God. This drive did not come from any human source. It was divinely inspired from within. No one told me to pray. No one told me to worship. It came from the Holy Spirit inside of me.
For years as a teenager and young adult in my twenties, my favorite thing to do was take my guitar and go off into a secluded place for hours and worship God. It was such a special time. This was where I learned to hear God’s voice in prophecy. I would go so deep in His presence that God would begin to sing songs back to me prophetically. I would sing spontaneous songs in the Spirit for hours as God revealed His heart to me.
As I learned to live in God’s presence, I began to find that even when I was doing nonspiritual things, such as taking a walk or shopping at the supermarket, I would find God’s presence right there with me. At times His presence would wash over me in waves. Oh, to live constantly in His presence! This must be our highest pursuit in life.
It was on my first missions trip to Mexico as a teenager that I learned what it meant to be completely saturated and possessed by God. One night I was on the roof of the orphanage where we were working. As a small group of us worshiped God, I began to pray, “Holy Spirit, I want You to possess every fiber of my being. I want every molecule and cell in my body filled with You.” As I prayed this, suddenly the manifest presence of God filled every single part of me. It was as if every molecule in my body was electrified with His presence. In that moment, He had all of me—spirit, soul, and body. It was glorious!
As I studied the Bible, I learned that there was such a deep desire in the heart of Jesus to be in relationship and fellowship with His heavenly Father that His lifestyle reflected His passion. From the time He was a child, Jesus could be found in the temple. He even scared His parents one day when they couldn’t find Him because He was in the temple having a deep discussion with the adult teachers over Scripture. His level of understanding amazed the people (Luke 2:44–52).
Jesus was drawn into intimacy with God from a very early age. The same was true for His cousin, John the Baptist. John was a prophetic voice being raised up and prepared by God for a very special purpose. The Bible says in Luke 1:80 concerning John, “And the little boy grew and became strong in spirit; and he was in the deserts (wilderness) until the day of his appearing to Israel [the commencement of his public ministry].”
John was drawn into intimacy with God during his years of preparation and was separated from the voices of this world so he could clearly hear the voice of God. He had an important call and destiny to fulfill. He couldn’t fulfill His mandate unless he was alone with God.
As an adult Jesus’s lifestyle also continued to reflect a walk of intimacy with God. Before important decisions He would spend much time alone with God, such as when He was to gather the original twelve disciples around Himself. He spent the entire night in prayer (Luke 6:12–13). Out of this place of intimacy His steps were divinely ordered, and the first twelve disciples found their way to Jesus.
Cultivating a Lifestyle of Prayer and Intimacy With God
Jesus set a perfect example and model for us to follow. He showed us what it is to truly walk in supernatural power. He also showed us His source. Jesus was continually being moved with compassion and faith, releasing supernatural virtue everywhere He went. All around Him the sick were being healed and oppressed people being set free. The blind were receiving their sight, the lame were walking, the deaf were hearing, and even the dead were being raised back to life. Now that’s supernatural power!
We know Jesus received this power after His forty days in the wilderness. He went in filled with the Spirit, but after a time of testing, He came out under the power of the Spirit (Luke 4:1–2, 13–14). But it didn’t end there. Throughout His earthly ministry Jesus was continually withdrawing from the crowds to be alone with God. As He poured out God’s power to help people, He was continually being filled Himself. This was the secret to His sustained, unlimited power.
In many portions of Scripture you will see a direct connection between Jesus’s secret prayer life and His public display of power. When Jesus taught us how to pray, in Matthew 6:6, He told us to go into a private place and pray to our Father in secret. God who sees in secret will reward us in the open.
A father in the faith, Lou Engle, once shared with me, “Matt, what you do in secret will one day be put on the stage of history.” He was telling me how important my private life was before God. How I lived in secret would impact my public ministry. My private prayer life would have a tremendous impact on how God used me publicly. The same is true for all of us.
Kathryn Kuhlman, a woman who moved in tremendous power from God to heal the sick, once shared, “The greatest power that God has given to any individual is the power of prayer.”1
Another great healing minister, Smith Wigglesworth, said, “I never get out of bed in the morning without having communion with God in the Spirit.”2 He also said, “I don’t often spend more than half an hour in prayer at one time, but I never go more than half an hour without praying.”3 Prayer was a lifestyle for him.
An example of Jesus’s walk of intimacy and power with God can be seen in Mark 1:32–42. After a night of healing and setting many people free, Jesus went out in the morning before the sun even rose to a deserted place to be alone in prayer. Right after that time of prayer, again He traveled and continued to preach and set more people free. In this instance He also healed a man of leprosy. We see a pattern. Prayer, power, prayer. The power of God will be sandwiched in between our prayer life.
It’s a lifestyle. Sometimes Jesus prayed at night. At other times it was in the morning. Since Jesus had to be ready at any moment to minister into a situation, I believe He cultivated a habit of continual communion with God. He had His times of consecrated prayer, but His spirit was always listening for God’s voice and guidance. Your relationship with God and times of prayer cannot be put into a box, religious formula, or pattern. Here’s a good rule of thumb. Find time to be alone with God in between the times He pours His power through you. Seek to always cultivate His abiding presence in your life. Prayer will become as natural as breathing.
Secret Conversation With God
I love what Brother Lawrence, a lay brother of the Carmelite monastery in Paris in the 1600s, had to say about this.
I have quitted all forms of devotion and set prayers but those to which my state obliges me. And I make it my business only to persevere in His holy presence, wherein I keep myself by a simple attention, and a general fond regard to God, which I may call an actual presence of  God; or, to speak better, an habitual, silent, and secret conversation of the soul with God... .

In continuing the practice of conversing with God throughout each day, and quickly seeking His forgiveness when I fell or strayed, His presence has become as easy and natural to me now as it once was difficult to attain....

The time of business...does not with me differ from the time of prayer; and in the noise and clatter of my kitchen, while several persons are at the same time calling for different things, I possess God as if I were upon my knees at the blessed sacrament....

There is not in the world a kind of life more sweet and delightful than that of a continual conversation with God. Those only can comprehend it who practice and experience it.4

Is Your Shadow Dangerous?
There is a reason why Jesus’s intimacy with God produced power. He was able to hear God’s voice and follow His leading and direction as a result of His intimate relationship with God.
Jesus walked in supernatural power because He did and spoke only what He saw and heard His Father doing and speaking (John 5:19). His actions reflected His relationship with God. His sole purpose was to do the will of the Father. His life of intimacy with God produced supernatural results.
And the same is true for us. Well, you may say, “Jesus was God! That’s why He had the power He had. I’m just an ordinary person.” True, we are just ordinary people, but Jesus was also a man. He came in the form of a person, just like you and me. But He was endued with supernatural power as He submitted His life to God. The same can happen for you and for me.
I love the story of Peter in the Bible. He was one of the more outspoken, strong-willed disciples. He needed a bit more work than the others, but he reached a point in his life where he died to himself and became filled with God’s power, so much so that his shadow was dangerous (Acts 5:15–16).
Do you want to have a dangerous shadow? You can carry so much of God on your life that when you walk into a room, God walks in with you. Just like Peter, you can see whole cities impacted and every sick person healed and oppressed person set free! You can carry a level of power on your life that transforms people all around you everywhere you go!
How do you get a shadow? It’s very simple. Stand in the light. When you stand in the light of God’s presence through a lifestyle of intimacy with Him, His Spirit will overshadow you, creating a glory zone of His power all around you. When you learn to walk with God in an intimate way, His power within you is a natural overflow.
The religious people of Jesus’s day discovered this secret of intimacy with God when they observed the extraordinary authorityand power displayed through the disciples of Jesus. They were ordinary, uneducated men. Many of them caught fish for a living! No degrees, no college educations, nothing. Just a relationship with God.
Now when they saw the boldness and unfettered eloquence of Peter and John and perceived that they were unlearned and untrained in the schools [common men with no educational advantages], they marveled; and they recognized that they had been with Jesus.

—ACTS 4:13
When you have been with Jesus, remarkable, miraculous things will happen in and through your life.
Surprised by God’s Power
I’ll never forget the time I was in Bible school ministering at a youth retreat up in Maine. I was asked to preach the message that night. The group of young people there were not very into it. I could hear them popping bubbles as they chewed on their gum. They were talking to one another while I was speaking. Even the youth pastor sat on the front row looking at his watch the entire time I spoke. I finally just asked the piano player to come to the keyboard so we could end the meeting. As I stood there with my eyes closed, I knew it would take more than my speaking skills to touch these young people.
I lifted my hands and invited the Holy Spirit to come into the room. Suddenly, without warning, a strong wind blew down from over my head and past my body. It was the tangible power of God! And the most amazing thing happened. Without me even giving an altar call, the young people simultaneously stood up, ran to the altar, and threw their bodies face first onto the ground. They began weeping and shaking and crying out to God. Tough young teenage boys were crying, and the girl’s faces became streaked with makeup. It was quite a scene. I learned that night that one touch of God’s presence and power could accomplish more than the greatest oratory skills.
Walking intimately with God must be our lifestyle. Relationship with God will release an overflow of His supernatural power in your life. Not only will God’s presence within you enable you to live victoriously yourself, but His power will also overflow out of you to help others receive a touch from God. Your breakthrough into God’s presence will become a point of breakthrough for others.
What You Do Today Will Influence Your Tomorrow
As I continued to grow in ministry, God would teach me some very important lessons along the way. After graduating from Bible school, I went on staff at a church as an assistant pastor for five years. Those were very special years. Prayer was very important to me—and still is to this day. I knew if I was ever to be used by God, my relationship with Him must come first. Everything I did for God would flow out of that relationship.
One morning as I came into my office at the church, I walked right into the manifest presence of God. The Holy Spirit was waiting for me in my office! The entire room was engulfed with His presence. As I walked in, God spoke to me and said, “Shut the door. I want to spend this entire day with you.” As I spent time with God that day, His presence came so strong upon me that I couldn’t even speak a word. At one point I was so overwhelmed with gratitude for God drawing so close to me that I wanted to tell Him thank You. As I opened my mouth to speak, I could sense His presence withdrawing. I suddenly realized that in that moment it was not about the words I could say; it was just about being with Him. My communion with God went far beyond anything words could say.
About halfway through the day I began to feel guilty for spending so much time in prayer. I thought of other things I needed to do. Speaking so clearly to me, God taught me a life lesson that would impact my life and ministry from that day forward. He said, “If you don’t have this time with Me now, you will not be able to walk in what I have for you in the future.” I suddenly realized that my future ministry was dependent on my current prayer life. With this new perspective, I spent the entire day and night sitting in my office chair engulfed in God’s presence.
John Wesley once said, “I have so much to do that I spend several hours in prayer before I am able to do it.”5 He must have realized as well that without the power of intimacy with God, he could never do all God had called him to do.
At that time I had no idea what God had planned for me in just a few years to come. I had no idea I would be sent out in His power to see thousands of sick people healed and thousands brought to faith in Christ around the United States and the world! It all started back in my little bedroom in Long Island, New York, when I would shut the door and worship God for an hour a day. My motive was never to get a big ministry or to even have power. My motive was just to know God and be as close to Him as possible. Everything else was just a natural by-product. Every morning when I am home, I wake up to a little plaque resting on my dresser. It reads, “The man who walks with God will always get to his destination.” This is a constant reminder to me that as long as I intimately walk with God and keep my relationship with Him first, He’ll take care of everything else.


CHAPTER 3
The Power of Grace
Go With the Flow

ONE OF MY favorite things to do is to go hiking high into the mountains. I love to breathe in the fresh mountain air and feel the brisk wind blowing across my face. I have had many adventures in the great outdoors. I remember one such journey I was on. It was a long and challenging hike. After hours of physical exertion, it was exhilarating to break out of the woods onto a high cliff overlooking the surrounding mountainous terrain. The drop down to the valley below was steep, but I loved getting as close to the edge as possible. I could see the tops of the trees far beneath my feet.
As I looked up into the sunlit sky, I could see a majestic eagle flying high over my head, so free and strong. It was such a sharp contrast to the laborious hike I had just undertaken. I marveled at how it soared with its wings expanded in effortless grace as it glided upon the mountain air currents. Oh, to be like that eagle, soaring high above the earth beneath, free from the labor of having to climb a steep mountainous terrain just to catch a glimpse of the expansive beauty of the world beneath. Would it ever be possible to soar like that eagle, in effortless grace?
Power for life is not about how much self-effort you can put out to make your life better. It’s really about spreading your wings and flying, flying on the winds of God’s presence and grace.
You plug into God’s supernatural power by plugging into His grace. Living a powerful overcoming life cannot be achieved by one’s self-efforts alone. You can only go so far in your own ability. Sure, there will be certain things you can change about yourself, but there will be other things that will require the power of God within you to change and transform. That is where grace comes into action.
For years in church I heard teachings about grace. I heard it taught as “God’s riches at Christ’s expense.” That sounds good. But what does it mean? What are God’s riches? What expense did Christ pay? I’ve also heard grace taught as God’s unmerited favor and His undeserved mercy. While there is truth in these statements, they still do not get to the true heart of what grace is all about.
God’s grace is not there for you just when you make a mistake and need forgiveness for sin. God’s grace should not be an afterthought. For years I only sought God’s grace after I thought I missed it. I sought His grace when I felt I needed forgiveness, and when you are first learning to walk with God, there will be plenty of times you slip. God’s conviction comes, and you humble your heart before Him and ask Him for forgiveness. With that prayer of repentance, you can receive God’s forgiveness, have a clean heart again, and keep moving forward. But grace is so much more than that. It is so much more than just receiving forgiveness after we sin.
Grace is there for us before we sin. Yes, that’s right. Read it again. Grace is there for us before we slip and fall. So what does that mean? It means that grace is more than just God’s mercy and forgiveness when we miss it.
A man was sharing with me this powerful moment where God’s grace intervened in his life. It was late one night, and he was very tired. It had been a long week at work, and he was lying on his couch watching TV. Suddenly the thought came to his mind to go on the Internet and look at pornography. A strong desire came over him to do something he knew was wrong. As he lay there, he could feel a strange sensation going over his head. It was the presence of God. Right in the midst of a temptation God’s presence washed over him. Moments later the temptation was completely gone! He was able to fall asleep peacefully and woke up refreshed in the morning. This is God’s grace in action. Before he fell, God gave him the power to overcome. God knew his heart, and in his weakness God gave him divine strength. God will do the same for you if you set your heart on pursuing and pleasing God.
One of my favorite scriptures in the Bible is Hebrews 4:16: “Let us then fearlessly and confidently and boldly draw near to the throne of grace (the throne of God’s unmerited favor to us sinners), that we may receive mercy [for our failures] and find grace to help in good time for every need [appropriate help and well-timed help, coming just when we need it].”
This gives us real insight into what true grace is all about. It’s more than receiving mercy when we fail. God’s grace is there to help us in our time of need. God’s grace is His “well-timed help” just when we need it. When do we need God’s grace? Before we miss it. What does this mean for your life? It means that when you are being tempted to do something wrong, something your spirit knows you shouldn’t do, you can come boldly to God and ask Him to help you not to fall. You can be confident in His grace. You can be confident that God will hear your prayers for help and give you the ability to say no to ungodliness and yes to His will, plan, and purpose for your life.
This is where true power begins. It does not begin with us; it comes from God in us. Our true source of power to overcome everything negative in life doesn’t come from our striving. The ability to make good choices, to be joyful even when there is a whirlwind around us, to be positive even when life wants to pull us into negativity, to be peaceful even when circumstances are chaotic, comes from God’s power within us.
My definition of grace is “God’s supernatural power within you to help you be all He desires you to be and do all He calls you to do.”
His grace truly is amazing. It lifts you above your own earthly limitations and allows you to live and experience God’s life in you. In one of my favorite messages by my mom, Veronica Sorger, she defines God’s grace as His “divine assistance.” He is right there for you when you need Him the most to help you do the right thing. You don’t have to wait until you fall to call out to God. Call out to Him before you fall. That’s when His grace will begin not only to bring forgiveness but also to transform your life. By His grace, His divine ability within you, you will begin to think differently, talk differently, and act differently. His grace will truly transform every area of your life if you let it.
Overcoming Self-Striving
But if it is by grace (His unmerited favor and graciousness), it is no longer conditioned on works or anything men have done. Otherwise, grace would no longer be grace [it would be meaningless].

—ROMANS 11:6
This is what Saint Augustine had to say about God’s grace. “Grace is given, not because we have done good works, but in order that we may have power to do them.”1
The awesome thing about God’s grace is that it is not dependent on our works. Popular self-help books may reach people on a natural level and help in some areas, but the reality is we cannot change ourselves. We don’t have to be Christians too long to realize that there are many areas of our lives that we know are wrong, but in our own strength we are powerless to do anything about them. Sometimes we get frustrated with ourselves because we do things we know we are not supposed to do. Then we feel guilty and condemned. This is exactly what the enemy wants. He wants to ensnare us in sin and then make us feel guilty for our failures.
But God’s grace is there to help us get over ourselves. I know there is a constant battle between our flesh and spirit. That will always be there. But it is possible by God’s grace to see our flesh weakened and our spirit strengthened so that it is much easier to live in a way that pleases God. By God’s grace we can overcome every sin and weakness in our lives.
Self-striving only makes you frustrated and discouraged. You try to do what’s right, but you fail miserably. Paul experienced this in his own life. In Romans 7:15–24 he wrote about the struggle he had with doing the things he knew were wrong and not doing the things he knew were right. But then he discovered God’s grace that comes through Jesus Christ. He joyfully declares in Romans 7:25: “O thank God! [He will!] through Jesus Christ (the Anointed One) our Lord! So then indeed I, of myself with the mind and heart, serve the Law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin.”
God’s grace is a free gift to us. Our salvation in Christ is not a result of our own self-efforts, nor is the transformation that happens in us after we come into relationship with God. The reality is our salvation is instant. The moment we put our faith in Christ were ceive eternal life inside of us. However, our transformation is not instant. It happens over time. There are many areas of our minds and souls that need help. There are ingrained attitudes in us. We have patterns of unhealthy emotional responses, and areas of our flesh are addicted to sin. All of these things need to be overcome on a daily basis. And our overcoming won’t happen by our striving. Paul experienced this. Even with a new nature from God in his spirit, he still wrestled with the sin principle in his soul and body. But eventually, just as with Paul, personality weaknesses and struggles with our sin nature can be overcome and changed by God’s power working in us.
[Not in your own strength] for it is God Who is all the while effectually at work in you [energizing and creating in you the power and desire], both to will and to work for His good pleasure and satisfaction and delight.

—PHILIPPIANS 2:13
Personality Makeover
God can even help our personalities. That’s right. I have found that often our greatest strengths are also our greatest weaknesses. When our personalities can come under the influence of the Holy Spirit, He can help us accentuate our strengths and decrease our weaknesses. For example, people who are strong-willed are great at getting things done. They are movers and shakers. But they also may be prone to anger when they don’t get their way. God’s grace can help them overcome their anger weakness while still being a productive person. Changing deep-seated personality traits can only happen by God’s grace, divine assistance, and supernatural power within.
I want to encourage you that you are not alone in this process. We are all going through it. You can’t get discouraged if you haven’t been completely perfected yet. You might not have fully arrived, but thank God you are not where you used to be. You are changing, and it is by you cooperating with God’s grace within you.
There are a lot of angry Christians in church. Paul teaches us to not sin in our anger. There are times we cannot control an emotion we feel, but we can control the behavior that accompanies it.
One man shared with me his struggle with anger and how God’s grace is helping him to overcome it. When he was a teenager, the smallest thing would set him off into a rampage. When asked to do something he didn’t want to do, he would get angry. Once when he was asked to do the dishes, he kicked the kitchen door and made a hole in it. Soon every door in his house had a hole in it.
Later in his adult life, he confided in someone that he really struggled with anger. His dad had a bad temper, and he seemed to have inherited this weakness or personality trait from him. After receiving some personal prayer, he obtained a great breakthrough, but he still had his sinful nature to deal with.
A few years later when he read a letter his daughter wrote, saying, “Dad can sometimes get angry,” he realized he still needed to work on this area. He realized that in order to receive God’s grace not to act out or discipline his kids in anger, he needed to stay close to Jesus. As he spent time with God each day, the Holy Spirit helped to control this weakness in his life.
Being aware of your weaknesses helps to remind you of your dependency on God’s grace. Abraham Lincoln once wrote, “We have forgotten the gracious hand which has preserved us in peace and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us, and have vainly imagined in the deceitfulness of our hearts that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us.”2
Knowing we need God’s empowerment enables us to receive His grace on a daily basis. I’m sure if we forget, it won’t be too long until we are reminded. It’s a daily dependency and walk with God.
But He said to me, My grace (My favor and loving-kindness and mercy) is enough for you [sufficient against any danger and enables you to bear the trouble manfully]; for My strength and power are made perfect (fulfilled and completed) and show themselves most effective in [your] weakness. Therefore, I will all the more gladly glory in my weaknesses and infirmi ties, that the strength and power of Christ (the Messiah) may rest (yes, may pitch a tent over and dwell) upon me!

—2 CORINTHIANS 12:9
It’s good news to know that God can strengthen us in our weaknesses. God’s grace really is enough. We can’t add anything to it. When it comes to living a powerful life filled with God’s grace, we have to learn to yield and surrender. It’s about yielding, not striving.
Going with the flow of God’s power within us is like driving a car. Yielding to God is not a “stop” or “go” sign. It’s a yield sign. Near my house in New York is an intersection where I have to merge with oncoming traffic through a yield sign. As I approach the intersection, I have to watch and look to see the flow of traffic that I am coming into. I watch the flow, and I follow and merge into the flow of existing traffic. The same is true with God’s Spirit and power within us. His power is flowing. His Spirit is moving. I have to slow down, look to see where His Spirit is moving, and then move into it. As I do, I receive His grace to do all He has called me to do.
In a moment of need I have to slow down, turn my focus on God and His Word, ask for His help, and then receive it right in that moment. The more I have learned to yield to God’s help in the moment I need it, the more victorious and joyful I am. Walking in God’s grace is really all about walking with God moment by moment. The more I feed my spirit, the stronger I will be to overcome negative things. Whatever you put in is what will come out. If you are feeding your spirit the Word of God, when you need God’s help, His power will be right there to strengthen and help you. But if you don’t call out to God in your moment of need, you will most likely be operating in your own strength, which will quickly fail.
God’s Grace Works in You to Make You Who You Are
But by the grace (the unmerited favor and blessing) of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not [found to be] for nothing (fruitless and without effect). In fact, I worked harder than all of them [the apostles], though it was not really I, but the grace (the unmerited favor and blessing) of God which was with me.

—1 CORINTHIANS 15:10
God’s grace makes you right with God (Rom. 3:24), and after you are right with God, you can then become right with yourself and with other people. I want you to really understand how to overcome everything negative in life. God’s grace, the presence of the Holy Spirit within you giving you power to reign in life, will empower you to overcome every evil tendency in yourself and every temptation from the enemy. You see, your battle is not just with the devil. Sure he will bring temptation to you, but what you must first get victory over is your own self. You can submit to God, resist the devil, and he will flee from you. But you can’t cast yourself out. You have to kill and crucify your old self by God’s power within you.
The good news is that your faith in Christ releases His grace within you to help you overcome every evil tendency in your flesh. (See Romans 6:14; James 4:6; Titus 2:11.) His power helps you to overcome every weakness in your own self. All are born with a sinful nature and with weaknesses. Some of these weaknesses are inherited from your family line. They are generational iniquities. They are tendencies within your own self toward sin.
You often see this in families who struggle with alcohol, witchcraft, and sexual perversion. These sinful tendencies are often times passed down from one generation to the next. Sometimes the DNA and soulful makeup of a person causes him or her to struggle with certain things. At times these inherited weaknesses can skip generations. The only way to overcome these things is by the grace of God. His power within you will help you resist your own flesh and live in a way that pleases Him. But there is a choice you must make to receive God’s grace and help to overcome what you know is wrong. God’s grace does not remove your free will. But if you choose to plug into His grace, He will be right there to help you every step of the way.
Dwight L. Moody once said, “Grace isn’t a little prayer you chant before receiving a meal. It’s a way to live. The law tells me how crooked I am. Grace comes along and straightens me out.”3
Grace Removes Every Obstacle in the Way of God’s Presence Filling Your Life
I love the story in Zechariah 4 where the prophet is talking about rebuilding the temple. In this portion of Scripture a house is being built for God’s presence, but the builders are facing some opposition. Zechariah begins to speak to this opposition: “For who are you, O great mountain [of human obstacles]? Before Zerubbabel [who with Joshua had led the return of the exiles from Babylon and was undertaking the rebuilding of the temple, before him] you shall become a plain [a mere molehill]! And he shall bring forth the finishing gable stone [of the new temple] with loud shoutings of the people, crying, Grace, grace to it!” (Zech. 4:7).
The house of God would be built by God’s grace. Just before this the prophet declares the word of the Lord to him, “Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit...says the Lord of hosts” (v. 6). In other words, God’s house would not be built by man’s strength and ability. It would be started and completed by God’s grace. He is both the foundation and the finisher. As the Bible says in 1 Corinthians 6:19, we are God’s house. He is building us into a dwelling place for His presence. As He builds us, the work is accomplished not by our own strength, but it is accomplished by His grace. The finishing gable stone is put in place with shouts of “grace, grace!” God completes His work in us by His glorious grace.
Everything in your life that would hinder God’s presence from filling you will be moved out of the way by His power. Every mountain of opposition is coming down. Every valley is being raised up. God’s grace will deal with every hindrance in your life. You are destined to be God’s house filled with His presence.
Gifts of Grace
God will use your life in ways that far exceed your wildest dreams. Not only will God give you power to live holy and in a way that pleases Him, but He will also share His marvelous gifts of power, revelation, and utterance with you by that same grace.
The Greek word for the gifts of the Spirit is charisma , which Strong’s Concordance  defines as “gifts of grace; a favor which one receives without any merit of his own.” You can’t work for or earn them. They are given freely by the Holy Spirit, just as salvation is. You can have all of them—and the more you pursue them, the more you will have!
I encourage you to simultaneously pursue both God’s fruit and spiritual gifts in your life, all by His grace. First Corinthians 14:1 tells us to earnestly desire spiritual gifts. I often lay my hands on my own belly during times of prayer and ask the Holy Spirit to stir up and manifest the gifts of the Spirit that are within me. As seen in 1 Corinthians 12:8–10, these gifts include word of wisdom, word of knowledge, faith, healing, working of miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, different kinds of tongues, and the interpretation of tongues. These spiritual gifts are invaluable manifestations of God’s power in our lives. As you ask God to stir them up, He will.
You Will Reign in Life
For if because of one man’s trespass (lapse, offense) death reigned through that one, much more surely will those who receive [God’s] overflowing grace (unmerited favor) and the free gift of righteousness [putting them into right standing with Himself] reign as kings in life through the one Man Jesus Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One).

—ROMANS 5:17
Through God’s overflowing grace you will reign as kings in life. His grace is not just enough; it is overflowing. It is more than enough! You can reign in life through this grace. You can overcome every sin, every thought, every attitude, and every action that hinders your life. Yield to His grace in you, and receive all the power you need to live an extraordinary life today.


CHAPTER 4
The Power of Truth
Show Me the Stuff
FLASHBACK—1985. LONG ISLAND, NY. We were watching Back to the Future  in the movies for $2.75 a ticket. Gasoline was $1.09 a gallon. Big hair was hitting an all-time high. My brother was break-dancing. Various music artists were singing “We Are the World” to raise money for famine relief. I was reading my favorite comic books. And my mom was on a journey to find the source of power for healing. While working in a chiropractor’s office, one day my mom got the thought, “In the name of Jesus, be healed.” She didn’t know where it came from, and she didn’t realize what was being revealed to her by the Holy Spirit. Years earlier she had given her heart to Jesus while watching a Billy Graham crusade on a Sunday night at home. My brother and I were just small children, and Sunday night was our family night. As we fell asleep watching TV, Billy Graham would come on. Every week she would cry and give her heart to God, but she had no foundation at all in God’s Word. While she had asked Jesus to forgive her sin, she still had some very humanistic beliefs. She thought that all roads led to God, and as long as someone believed in God, they would go to heaven.
While working in the chiropractor’s office, she began to meet people who were involved in New Age practices. They wore crystals and practiced meditation, yoga, and psychic healing. They had tapped into a dark power source but were deceived into believing that it was from God. During this time a woman invited my mom over her house to learn a New Age meditation mantra. While my mom was on this journey to find the power source for healing, she stumbled into a deceptive force. As she was leaving this woman’s house, a sickness “fell” on her. The very thing she thought would help people opened a door for sickness to enter her life. This began a long two-year journey of searching for the truth.
After exhausting every New Age possibility there was, she began to get a revelation that her sickness started when she strayed away from her Catholic roots, which was Jesus crucified, dead, buried, and then resurrected. It was the night she was at the Catholic healing mass that she renounced every New Age thing she had ventured into and turned her heart totally back to the God of the Bible.
When she put her faith solely in Christ, she was completely healed by God’s power and truth. As she spent time in the Bible, God spoke to her very clearly one day: “Why would My Son have to have His beard plucked out, thorns put on His head, a spear in His side, and be crucified and tortured, if there was any other way to come to Me?” She instantly realized by a revelation of truth that Jesus was indeed the only way to God. This was God’s blueprint for salvation—Christ alone. That was also the week I gave my heart to the Lord and accepted Jesus as my Savior. Jesus not only healed my mom, but He also revealed to us that He was the only way to get to God. He was the power source she had been searching for all those years. We had finally made our way home.
Coming Into Alignment
I have had several cars throughout my history of driving. My first car was a fifty-dollar special that my dad bought for me when I was first learning to drive. It’s white interior looked black! We scrubbed it, trying to make it look “new,” but it was anything but new. I loved that car. I nicknamed it the “Blue Bomb.” The exterior was navy blue, and it was a bomb!
One day while driving the car, I noticed that it kept swerving off to the left. I had to keep pulling the steering wheel to the right to keep the car on the road. It needed a major alignment. When the wheels are misaligned, they can cause the car to swerve in a wrong direction. This will cause damage to the tires, affecting the traction. If not corrected, the car could have ultimately skidded, causing danger to both myself and other drivers around me. This is why even in our daily lives it is so important to be rightly aligned.
Alignment means “to bring into cooperation or agreement with a particular group, party, or cause; to adjust or improve proper relationship.”1 Just as a car needs to be aligned periodically, we need to have our minds continually aligned with truth, or we can go off course.
What Are You Thinking On?
Where the mind goes, your life will follow. Don’t underestimate the power of your own thoughts. They determine how you will live. We have two choices: to walk in the power of the Spirit or to walk in our old sinful nature.
The most powerful law that operates in the life of a Christian is the law of the Spirit of life. Paul teaches in Romans 8:2, “For the law of the Spirit of life [which is] in Christ Jesus [the law of our new being] has freed me from the law of sin and of death.” When we accept the sacrifice that Christ made on behalf of our sin, God subdues, overcomes, and completely deprives sin of all of its power. Sin no longer has dominion and control over us because of the law of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit controls our lives. But how does this really happen?
The secret is shared with us in Romans 8:5. “For those who are according to the flesh and are controlled by its unholy desires set their minds on and pursue those things which gratify the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit and are controlled by the desires of the Spirit set their minds on and seek those things which gratify the [Holy] Spirit.”
The secret to living in the power of God and having all of your desires, thoughts, attitudes, and actions controlled by the Spirit is by simply making the choice to set your mind upon things that the Holy Spirit likes. When you set your mind upon the Word of God, your entire life will go in a direction that pleases God. This is why knowing the truth of the Word is so vital to living a life of power.
Knowing the Truth Will Set You Free
Jesus taught us in John 8:31–32, “If you abide in My word [hold fast to My teachings and live in accordance with them], you are truly My disciples. And you will know the Truth, and the Truth will set you free.”
God’s truth will not only release power into your physical body, but it will also enable you to receive God’s power for the full healing and restoration of your mind. Years ago I knew a woman who had been committed into a mental institution. Her mind had become very disturbed. One day she found a Bible and began to read it. No one prayed for her. She just simply spent hours a day reading God’s Word. As she did, her mind was completely healed to the point where she was able to get up and just walk right out of that institution. This is the power of truth.
One thing we must all understand is that truth is absolute, and we can know the ultimate source of it. When we have an encounter with the living God, we come to realize that the ultimate truth is found in the Bible. Once we have this foundation, we can then access all the benefits of God’s power that come from knowing His Word.
The truth will not only heal your body and mind, but it will also reach down into the deepest areas of your soul, emotions, and identity, bringing total freedom and wholeness into every area of your life. The key to your lasting freedom and deliverance will be God’s Word.
The Holy Spirit Is Our Teacher
But the Comforter (Counselor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, Strengthener, Standby), the Holy Spirit, Whom the Father will send in My name [in My place, to represent Me and act on My behalf], He will teach you all things. And He will cause you to recall (will remind you of, bring to your remem brance) everything I have told you.

—JOHN 14:26
Following my mom’s healing and my personal salvation, I entered into the “School of the Holy Spirit.” God began to so ingrain His truth into my heart that no deception could ever gain access again into my belief system about who God was, about what was right and wrong, and about God’s will for people to be whole. The Holy Spirit came as my personal Teacher to lead and guide me into all truth, one scripture at a time.
One thing I have learned is that without the Holy Spirit it is very difficult to fully understand the Bible. I know of people who had not given their hearts to God and read the Bible like a textbook. It was impossible for them to fully understand what it was really saying. Only when the Holy Spirit comes into your heart and life can you fully understand the truth of the Word. The Word of God is spiritual in nature and must be spiritually discerned. Your teacher, the Holy Spirit, is the best power source for truth there is. He will help you interpret Scripture with other Scripture verses and reveal to you the true meaning in its historical and biblical context.
Just Show Me the Stuff
In order to live in true, authentic, holy power, we must wholeheartedly desire to know the truth. When people are seeking after power more than truth, they can fall into deception (Matt. 24:11–12, 24). In the story of my mom, even though she fell into deception for a season, her heart’s motive was to know God’s truth. This motive ultimately led her out of darkness.
In my experience as a minister, I have had people approach me, including leaders, whose sole desire was to see signs and wonders without the preaching of the word. Surprisingly, three different leaders said to me in so many words, “You know, if the preaching of the gospel could have gotten the job done, it would have been done a long time ago. What we need are the signs. I just want to see the stuff. I don’t want you preaching more than just a few minutes. We want the miracles.” There are some who diminish the Word of God in pursuit of the supernatural. This is very dangerous, as it can open the door to deceptive power that is not rooted and grounded in truth. The true source of power is always the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Truth Will Impact Every Area of Your Life
Truth will deeply impact every area of your life. Without truth you can never really plug into God’s power and know who you are meant to be. It causes you to soar far beyond the limitations and labels others have put on you. Truth is not what you feel. It’s what you know. Feelings can change and fluctuate, but there are absolutes that create healthy God-given boundaries in our lives. If we live within the boundaries of God’s truth, we can then experience the limitless power of His presence and grace within us. Truth enables us to live in God’s power every day.
Really knowing truth in our hearts will release God’s power within us to fully be all He has destined us to be. Without truth we are like waves tossed about in the ocean. Truth is our anchor. It’s what holds us when everything else in life is in flux. Truth never changes. Truth is what gives us the power to live an extraordinary life. It keeps us stable during turbulent times. It enables us to rise above every lie we have ever believed about ourselves. Truth empowers. It liberates us to grow to our fullest God-ordained potential.
Since truth is so vital to living a powerful life, we must guard the truth of His Word in our hearts at all cost and let nothing choke its life out of us (Matt. 13:22–23).
As we hear God’s Word of truth and allow it to be sown into good soil within our hearts, we will fully grasp and comprehend it, and it will produce in us supernatural fruit. It’s this life of truth and fruit that demonstrates God’s power within us.


CHAPTER 5
The Power of Identity
Know Who You Really Are

BEFORE YOU CAN truly be who God has called you to be and do what He has called you to do, you must first know who you are. Truth and identity are inseparable. If you don’t know the truth, you will be tossed around by everything life throws at you. You will live out of wounded emotions and distorted thinking and will be susceptible to great deception, temptation, and addictive lifestyles. This is why so many people’s lives are a mess! They don’t know who they really are. They are living like Clark Kent when in reality they are Superman.
Under the Influence
I will never forget that warm, sunny afternoon when I walked out the back door of the retreat house and made my way into the garden area out back. I knew I had to seek God that afternoon. Something very deep was happening inside of me. As I made my way across the lawn, my eye caught a large rock. It was just the perfect size to climb up on and sit and talk to God. It became my prayer place. I was seventeen years old and was on a young adults retreat with a group of friends. God would speak something to me that day that would change my life forever and shake me to the core.
The previous day I had been crammed in the back of a car with four other young adults in their twenties and thirties as we made our way into the countryside. I was the youngest in the group and sat in the back seat. With my head leaning up against the window, I prayed and asked God to have His way in our lives that weekend. Suddenly the voice of the Holy Spirit broke through my own thoughts and said, “My people have idols in their lives.” I was taken back by this unexpected interruption. God’s inner voice came to me with crystal clarity, but it wasn’t at all what I expected Him to say. I knew what an idol was. It’s something that is lifted higher and takes the place of God in your life. I quietly began to pray that God would remove and tear down every idol in the hearts and lives of those in attendance that weekend. Truthfully, I wasn’t really putting myself in that category. I had no idea what was coming!
The first day was filled with fun, enjoying time with friends, praise and worship, and good Bible teaching. But for the most part it was pretty uneventful. The following day we were given time in the afternoon to either relax or participate in a group activity. Something inside of me was stirring. It was unlike anything I had experienced before. I needed to get alone with God. I needed to wait on Him, but I wasn’t sure why. That’s when I found myself climbing up on that big ole rock to talk to God. It was in a perfectly isolated location. There was no one around at all. It was just God and me. As the warm sun beat down on my face, I began to pray and worship. Again the voice of the Holy Spirit broke through. It was a divine interruption!
I instantly became aware of my own broken self-image. It was as if a light went on in a dark place. For the first time my eyes were opened to see and understand how I had been viewing myself for so many years. My blind spot was uncovered. A veil was ripped away as God showed me the distorted image I had of myself. I never realized it before. It was just a part of who I was. I didn’t know anything different, nor did I know my image was wrong! I realized that not only was the image I had of myself distorted, but also the way I saw God and even the way I perceived other people were distorted. I sat there in a state of shock.
Self-Realization
Self-realization can be a very difficult and painful experience, yet at the same time it can be completely freeing and liberating! Knowing who you really are awakens your spirit to God’s unlimited potential. The struggle many people face is that they allow the world, painful experiences, other people, and the lies of the enemy to define them.
Second Corinthians 5:17 teaches us that, “If any person is [ingrafted] in Christ (the Messiah) he is a new creation (a new creature altogether); the old [previous moral and spiritual condition] has passed away. Behold, the fresh and new has come!”
To become the new creation and the amazing person God has destined you to be, you must realize and discern every lie you have been believing about yourself. Coming to a place where you begin to realize the lies you have believed about yourself can shake you to the core of who you are. For years you believed what other people told you. Their words shaped who you were. You never questioned the negative thoughts that ran through your mind about yourself.
The Power of Words
Words are containers of power. They work in both the negative and positive direction. One word of life spoken over someone can have a ripple effect in their life, bringing them to a place of freedom and wholeness. Pablo Picasso, one of the world’s greatest artists, experienced the power of words. His mother would say to him, “If you become a soldier, you’ll be a general; if you become a monk, you’ll end up as pope.”1 Instead he became a painter and ended up being Picasso.
I’ve seen it go in the negative direction as well. I recently heard a man share his story from his childhood. He was a tall, lanky kid, somewhat clumsy. One day when he was in the ninth grade, a group of older boys cornered him and began to call him names. They told him that he should just go and end his life. He left that encounter bruised inside and out. He left wondering if there was something really wrong with him. The words of these older kids only served to validate the insecurity he already felt inside. Lies that the enemy was telling him were reinforced through the words of others. Thankfully he did not end his life, but till this day he lives under deception about who he is. Lies took root at an early age, shaping the path his life would take. Without Christ and His truth, he fell prey to the plan of the adversary. How many people do we know who fit into this category?
Many people believe lies about who they are because of past traumas and pain. But there is hope at the end of this tunnel! As God’s Word, truth, and presence fill your life, suddenly a light goes on, and you realize that what you have been believing about yourself has been a charade, a house of cards, and, with one blow of truth, the house is knocked over.
Knowing Your True Identity
Once you are willing to face the pain of past hurt and you understand your identity has been based on a lie, hope and joy will flood your soul as you realize there is a chance for you to become the person God originally created you to be. You can be the hero you were meant to be. Once the lies are exposed by truth, you begin to experience true self-realization—not who you are in yourself or what other people said about you, but who you are in Him! You must never take on a sinful label as your identity. If you have overcome alcohol or drug addiction, you are not an alcoholic and drug abuser. You are a new creation in Christ! You are a child of God. You are forgiven, loved, accepted, complete, and whole in God. You are holy, and you are free. You are no longer a sinner; you are a saint. You have a brand-new nature, God’s nature! Sin no longer has the power to control you. God’s life in you empowers you to overcome every sinful, negative thing and to be the person you were created to be. Proverbs 23:7 says, “For as he [a man] thinks in his heart, so is he” (NKJV).
Let me share a story that inspired me about a famous Christian media mogul who under his belt has produced more than twenty theatrical productions, along with films and TV shows. With a history of being brutally beaten by his father, he was also severely physically and sexually abused as a child. Even before the tender age of ten years, he experienced sexual abuse by three men and one female. This abuse brought great confusion into his sexual identity. Speaking of one of the men who sexually abused him, in his own words, he said, “He gave me something to carry that I didn’t want, that I didn’t desire.” Seeing the joy his mother had from God, he desired the same thing. As he grew in relationship with God, he discovered that “what you feed will grow in your life, and what you don’t will starve.” This cinematic achiever made the choice to be free. He said he was able to be free and “understand that even though these things happened to me, it was not me.”2 He realized that what was done to him didn’t have to define him. His identity rested in truth, not a lie.
It’s Not My Fault!
As a school kid I didn’t always fit in. I had deep convictions as to what was right and wrong and often found myself fighting for the ones who were left out. I remember hanging out with a kid on the schoolyard whom no one else wanted to be friends with. I felt bad for him. I was also imaginative. I loved getting lost in my own world of being a private detective or a superhero. While I had some childhood friends, I became the subject of some intense bullying. I just didn’t fit the mold. Many times I became that kid alone on the schoolyard.
I lived my life based on what I thought was right, and at times I got very persecuted for it. I enjoyed studying and excelled in my schoolwork. I spent hours on homework every night. I would often mess up the grade curve on tests because I would score so high. I also became a very vocal Christian as a young person. I didn’t hide my faith. I wanted all the other kids to know God the way I knew Him. Other kids would often ridicule me for my Christian standards. In high school I wouldn’t drink at parties, and I knew God wanted me to live pure. While I had friends, I was left out of the popular crowd and was often mocked and ridiculed. Because I am the type of person who takes things to heart, it went very deep in me. While God was developing leadership qualities in me at a young age, I was targeted by the enemy, who was also at work trying to twist things in my mind to make me feel rejected, left out, and like something was wrong with me. Inwardly I suffered deeply from rejection and low self-esteem.
All those memories came flooding in as I stood on that rock at the youth retreat years later. The Lord began to expose lies the enemy had planted in my mind during my childhood years. He spoke to me and said, “These thoughts are an idol. The way you perceive yourself is an idol.” My gut reaction was, “God, how can this be an idol? It’s not my fault! I didn’t choose to think and feel this way about myself. It was because of what other people said and did.”
But God gently and firmly responded, “Anything that exalts itself above what I say about you is an idol and needs to be repented of, whether it’s your fault or not, even if you were totally innocent in the whole thing. This thought pattern of rejection is an idol because it is established above Me. It’s above what My Word says about you. You have to repent of it and break it from your thinking.” Even though I wanted to argue, the revelation was too overpowering for me to contend with. I knew God was right. A blinder had been taken off of my mind, and I could see every lie I had believed about myself.
They were lies. My own thoughts had become an idol because they were exalted above what God said was true. Even if I felt it wasn’t my fault, I knew I needed to repent for allowing my mind to yield to and believe the lies of the enemy. My moment of breakthrough was at hand! But it was just the beginning.
I repented and asked God to forgive me for seeing myself in a way that did not line up with the way He saw me. I surrendered to Him my sense of rejection and inferiority. I confessed every lie I believed about myself. I finished my prayer time and continued on with the day’s activities. That night before I fell asleep, the Lord spoke to me again. Through His inner audible voice He said, “The devil has gotten a foothold in your mind through those thoughts.” At this point in my life I had no idea what a foothold or stronghold was. I never even knew I had one! I went to sleep pondering what the Lord was revealing to me.
Tearing Down Strongholds
The following morning I woke up and started to get ready for the day. I was brushing my teeth in the bathroom, and again God spoke. I wasn’t even praying! I had toothpaste coming out of my mouth. You know, God can speak to you at the strangest times. You don’t even have to be on your knees praying for God to speak. His thoughts and heart can break through to you at any moment—even when you least expect it.
God picked up His conversation from the night before: “That foothold is no longer just a foothold. It’s become a stronghold in your life because it has been there for so many years.”
In time I came to understand how footholds and strongholds operate. A foothold is simply a little ledge you place your foot on when climbing a rock wall. If the enemy is given a ledge in your thinking to place his foot, over time he will secure his footing on more solid territory and will build a well-fortified place in your mind. This occurs as you give him greater place in your thinking by coming into agreement with what he has to say.
I came to realize that when something gets entrenched in your life for a period of years, the enemy fortifies and strengthens it. He does this by whispering his thoughts into your mind, projecting his feelings and emotions onto your soul, and then he reinforces his lies through the mouths of other people around you. That’s his master plan: to ensnare you in as many lies about yourself as possible and keep you bound as a helpless victim. Over time those lies are no longer just a little foothold. They become a stronghold and a fortress built within your mind and soul. You become defined by your thoughts and circumstances.
For though we walk (live) in the flesh, we are not carrying on our warfare according to the flesh and using mere human weapons. For the weapons of our warfare are not physical [weapons of flesh and blood], but they are mighty before God for the overthrow and destruction of strongholds , [inasmuch as we] refute arguments and theories and reasonings and every proud and lofty thing that sets itself up against the [true] knowledge of God; and we lead every thought and purpose away captive into the obedience of Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One).

—2 CORINTHIANS 10:3–5, EMPHASIS ADDED
Thoughts and reasonings in the mind that contradict God’s Word and purpose for your life can become detrimental strongholds in your thinking if they go unchecked. These strongholds will hold you in a place of bondage if they are not broken by God’s power and replaced by strongholds of truth.
Undercover
After God revealed to me that the enemy’s foothold had become a stronghold in my life, I left my room, went to the leaders of the group during one of the worship sessions, and asked them to pray for me. I was determined not to leave that retreat with this stronghold still intact. I wanted it broken! The leaders brought me to a private place to pray.
As we began to call on God, the Holy Spirit, by revelation, enabled them to pray. They began to rebuke doubt and unbelief. I could feel literal walls crumbling inside of me. For no logical reason, I began to cry. Their prayers were hitting a place in me much, much deeper than my mind. They were reaching down into my soul and breaking emotional and mental strongholds that had been built by the enemy. I could hear myself thinking, “Why am I crying?” It was beyond what my mind could comprehend. The enemy had built an emotional stronghold of doubt and unbelief in my mind, convincing me I would never fit in. Once that lie was uncovered and exposed, I was released from its grip. The freedom I experienced was glorious. The enemy was losing his ground as God’s truth began to break in. When the enemy is able to keep a lie or stronghold undercover, he has you in his grip. But when that lie becomes uncovered, confessed, and renounced, the enemy loses his grip in that area of your life.
The leaders continued to pray, and one by one each wall came down. As the walls came down, floods of emotion came up. Repressed emotions and pain came pouring out of me. There was a cleansing happening in my soul and a renewal taking place in my mind. The enemy’s power was being stripped. Brick by brick, his lies were being undone, and in the process I was being gloriously set free. Fear, doubt, rejection, and a low self-image were being banished from my life. The lie that said I was an outcast was being demolished.
Free to Be Your True Self
My identity was being reformed by truth. The truth is, God had His hand on me since I was a little child. He created me with a very sensitive conscience and gave me a heart to please Him and do what was right. As a result I was labeled “different.” God also created me with the ability to stand by my convictions even if they were unpopular, causing me to not fit in with the crowd. It was that same sensitive nature that would cause me to have the ability to sense the presence of God so easily and flow with Him in supernatural ways from the moment I received Christ in my life.
What I had seen as bad and different was actually good and different. The truth that began to replace the lie was that I was not a reject; I was a leader. I was not weird or different; I was set apart. I was holy unto God. I was not an outcast; I was lovable and worthy of love. In high school God gave me some great Christian friends who brought more healing to my soul. As I fit in with the “right” crowd, God’s crowd, I saw that I was exactly who God made me to be—someone who would change the world!
Over time the truth of God’s Word and His abiding presence within me solidified my identity in Christ, giving me much more personal confidence and a healthy sense of self. What the enemy meant for bad, God turned for good. As I learned to stand for my personal convictions and faith as a young person, no matter what names people called me, God would later use me to spread that faith around the world to millions of people. Everything that may have been a magnet for persecution, God has now used for His glory and higher purposes. God’s truth forged my identity. My identity forged my purpose. The revelation of my purpose released supernatural power to do the impossible.
If you have ever been the target of childhood rejection or bullying, you are not alone. Dance legend and prolific actor of the 1950s musicals, Gene Kelly, endured bullying on his walks home from school because he took dance lessons.3 Little did they know he would one day become a movie star with the talents God gave him. Many others who have gone on to do great things also suffered rejection. After his first audition, Sidney Poitier was told by the casting director to not waste people’s time and go wash dishes. From that moment on he decided to give his entire life to acting.4
Under the Influence of Deception
I want to uncover one of the greatest strategies of the enemy against people. Knowing this one simple truth can completely set you free. A woman once told me a story about something she had experienced. One day she was in her kitchen putting some glasses away when suddenly, out of nowhere, she had this overwhelming desire to drink alcohol. What makes this so unusual is her background. She had come from a family where there was a lot of alcoholism. She grew up in a very dysfunctional home with the police always at her front door as a child. Her father was an alcoholic. Some of her brothers were alcoholics, and they were always stirring up trouble. She grew up detesting alcohol and had never had a drink in her life. She raised her family to feel the same about alcohol. There was never an alcoholic drink in the home. She had never had a desire to drink before. In fact, she hated it. So you can imagine how surprised even she was when this desire to drink came over her.
Later that day she was talking to her husband about it, only to find out that same afternoon he had also experienced a similar thing. While at work he also had a desire to drink alcohol come over him. Neither of them ever drank. So where was this desire coming from? Well, she soon found out not too long after this incident that one of her teenagers was being drawn by alcohol. He had begun to secretly drink with friends at school. The family’s generational weakness was now influencing one of her children. When she found out, she realized exactly what was happening. That desire she felt to drink was not her desire at all. It was a projected thought and feeling that was coming from the enemy that was now hanging around her child. The spirit of alcoholism was tempting her teenager, and a door was being opened to it in his life. It was that very spirit that was now trying to project a desire to drink upon her and her husband. But it was laughable, because she would never tolerate such a thought or feeling. Once she realized where it was coming from, she was able to effectively pray for her child and see total freedom come into his life.
This is something you have to know. Not everything you think or feel is you! This is exactly what the enemy does. He talks to you in the first person, making you think the thoughts are yours. But it goes beyond thoughts or images in your mind. He can also try to project feelings onto you—feelings to drink, feelings to smoke, feelings of lust, feelings of fear, feelings of jealousy, feelings of anger, and so much more. Sure, there are times these feelings will be just you. They can come from your old sinful nature that needs to be crucified with Christ. This is where we need to make a decision that we are going to choose to make godly choices and resist our own flesh. But there are times that it is not just you. As you learn to discern when a feeling is being projected onto you from the enemy, you will have total power over it to resist it and cast it away. Your identity is not based on fleeting emotions. It is based on God’s Word. And that never changes. You are who you are because of Christ in you. He is your true identity.
Reconnecting With Your True DNA
While Brian was still in his mother’s womb, his dad planned to abort him. His dad and mom were in the midst of a divorce, and he did not want another son from her. But by providence of God, Brian’s mom decided he would live. From the age of five to eighteen Brian’s mom told him constantly that his dad would waive at her stomach, saying, “Get rid of that.” Brian reconnected with his dad when he was eighteen. But the words of his mother echoed in his mind, haunting him for years. Was it true? Was he unwanted? Did his dad really feel that way? He was too afraid to really know the truth. The rejection would be too much to bear. He waited for years. Then, when he was thirty-five, he confronted his dad about what he said. It was true. But uncovering this painful place brought healing and restoration as his dad asked for forgiveness.
Growing up, Brian felt an emptiness inside. He missed his connection with an earthly father. But when restoration happened between him and his dad, suddenly he discovered a newfound sense of connection, fulfillment, and identity. Something clicked inside. Something was put back in place as he became aligned with who he was. He saw himself in his dad, and his dad saw himself in Brian. He came out of his dad’s DNA. When he reconnected to his original DNA, the emptiness was gone.
The point is not that we all have to reconnect with our earthly parents. Many may not have the opportunity to do that. Know that God is your heavenly Parent. Psalm 27:10 says, “Although my father and my mother have forsaken me, yet the Lord will take me up [adopt me as His child].” When you connect with God through truth, you align yourself with your true spiritual and eternal DNA. When we are adopted by God as His children, we take on His name, His identity, His nature, His character, and His ways of thinking, talking, and acting. Our identity is no longer in our old life. Our identity is in Him.
We are made in God’s image and come out of His DNA. When we connect back into relationship with our heavenly Father, we come into correct alignment, fulfillment, and completeness in our identity. Something clicks inside of us. We receive a sense of fulfillment with who we really are. This is where true identity is found. As a result of the reunion between Brian and his father, he also reconnected back with his father’s inheritance. The same is true for us. When we connect back into relationship with God, we have full access to God’s inheritance and blessing in our lives. Our identity as a true son and daughter of God qualifies us to receive our full inheritance of blessing and power.


CHAPTER 6
The Power of Faith
Tear the Roof Off

LORD, I DON’T know what You did, but please don’t let me lose it.” These were the words my mom, Veronica, uttered to the Lord the day her symptoms of sickness began to return. It was only three days after she had received a dramatic power encounter with God in the Catholic healing mass. As she was on the floor, being knocked back by God’s power, she felt “volts of electricity” flowing through her body. God’s divine power had driven all sickness out of her body. Though she received this tremendous encounter with the Lord, she was still very young in her faith and in her relationship with God. Up until this point in her life she had spent very little time reading the Bible. So, although she believed in God and had now entered into a beautiful relationship with Him through faith in Christ, she knew very little of the truth found in the Bible.
My mom’s life had been transformed by God’s healing and delivering power. She didn’t even fully understand what had happened to her. All she knew was that Jesus had come in a very personal way and lifted all her burdens and healed all her infirmities. She was desperate not to lose the special gift God had given her, her new life of physical and spiritual wholeness.
As the symptoms of pain began to afflict her body again, she found herself being drawn by the Holy Spirit to read the New Testament. With almost no effort of her own she found herself reading the Bible seven hours a day. This special grace lasted for three full years. After about three months of living in the Word of God for seven hours a day, she had another supernatural encounter with God.
As my mom sat in her room reading the Bible and praying, suddenly it was like a geyser of faith began to rise up on the inside of her. She simultaneously heard the inner audible voice of God speak to her, “Trust Me. By your faith you are healed.” With that one statement, a supernatural faith arose in her heart, filling her entire being. She was flooded with God’s faith within her. Instantly all the symptoms of pain and affliction left her body, never to return again. Not only was she healed, but now also she had secured and maintained her healing. And it was all connected to faith.
Faith is truly one of the most significant keys to plugging into God’s power on a daily basis. Not only will faith enable you to receive healing from God, but it will also empower you to keep your healing. But the power of faith goes way beyond physical healing. It is the divine connector to all of God’s promises. It enables you to receive everything God has for you. It’s by faith that we receive His grace. It’s by faith that we receive answers to our prayers. It’s by faith that we receive His righteousness and holiness. It’s by faith that we receive freedom and deliverance from all bondage in our lives. It’s by faith that we receive peace, joy, protection, guidance, wisdom, and so much more. It’s by faith that we are empowered to live the life God intended for us to have. It’s by faith that we receive all His benefits and blessings.
Smith Wigglesworth, known as the apostle of faith, moved in tremendous supernatural power. He knew the secret of faith. He once said, “I am not moved by what I see. I am not moved by what I feel. I am moved only by what I believe....I can get more out of God by believing Him for one minute than by shouting at Him all night.”1
Understanding the True Source of Faith
If we don’t fully understand where faith comes from, it can be easy to fall back into a self-striving mode. Faith is not something you can work up by your own efforts. I have seen people begin to strive to have faith. I have seen them try to manufacture it by their own ability. It doesn’t work that way. The moment you begin to strive in your own ability is the moment you step out of His grace and into self. You cannot manufacture God’s supernatural faith by your own efforts, but there are things you can do to position yourself to receive His faith.
Let’s take a look at my mom’s healing. As God enabled her by the Holy Spirit to get the Word of God into her spirit and mind, something began to happen. Not only did the truth of the Word renew her mind, but also, the more it was stored up in her heart, the higher her faith level began to rise. Truth released faith in her heart. Reading and thinking upon the Word gave God something to work with.
As her mind was renewed and her spirit filled with the Word, one day the Holy Spirit took the very Word she had sown inside of her and brought it to life. It became more than just words on a page. The Word became her reality. As the Holy Spirit breathed His life into the Word that was stored up in her, a faith far beyond what she could produce herself rose up from deep within. As God spoke to her spirit and mind, “Trust Me. By your faith you are healed,” with the word was released the spirit of faith. Faith engaged the power of God, sealing the miracle God had given her. It was finally finished. Having her mind and heart saturated with the Word was the key to being able to receive God’s faith within her own heart, fully manifesting the work God had already completed.
In regard to the power of divine healing, not everyone will experience the same thing. Some people are healed and never have that healing contested. Others experience a healing touch from God, and a few days later the pain starts to come back again. This is where faith that comes from the Word of God stored up inside of us will empower us to maintain and keep what God has given us.
Ask the Hard Question
If we are not seeing more of the power of God flowing in our lives, we need to ask ourselves a hard question: “What am I sowing into my heart and mind on a daily basis?” If all we are sowing into ourselves are news programs, depressing current events, the opinions and words of others around us, and our own negative confessions, then God doesn’t have much to work with. But if we are sowing His life-giving Word into ourselves on a consistent basis, He can breathe His life into those words and release a supernatural faith in our hearts for the impossible. But we have to make sure we understand the source of faith. The source is not us striving to memorize as much Scripture as possible and then somehow we will obtain the faith we desire. It’s about sowing truth into our hearts and then allowing the Holy Spirit to breathe on it and make it come alive within us. The source of faith is always God, not us.
The Words of Christ
So faith comes by hearing [what is told], and what is heard comes by the preaching [of the message that came from the lips] of Christ (the Messiah Himself).

—ROMANS 10:17
Faith comes as a result of meditating on the teachings and words of Christ. We have to make an important distinction here. Faith specifically comes from hearing the words of Christ, not the words of the Law. The Law reveals our inadequacy. The teachings and words of Christ impart faith into our hearts to receive God’s promises and blessings. This is why spending time in the New Testament is so vital to living a life of faith.
Once you know the truth of God’s Word in your heart, a supernatural faith rises up within you. F. F. Bosworth, an evangelist who had a powerful healing ministry in the 1920s, once said, “The power of God can be claimed only where the will of God is known.”2 As you read God’s Word, you learn His will. Knowing God’s will is where faith begins.
Jesus is the source of our faith, and He is the finisher of our faith (Heb. 12:2). As we meditate on His Word and abide in Him, He brings our faith to full maturity and completion. Mature faith accesses the unlimited potential of God’s power in our lives. Faith removes all the natural boundaries and limitations. Faith makes the impossible possible.
Keep It Simple
Growing in my relationship with God as a young person, I was drawn by the Holy Spirit to read the Bible every day. The Word was so new to me. Each day I discovered something new and amazing about God. I read every word of the New Testament and just simply believed it for exactly what it said. After my mom’s healing, our faith was so high as a family that everything we prayed for instantly manifested!
I can remember going into the woods and catching poison oak all over my face. It was terrible! But I read 1 Peter 2:24, which said, “By His wounds you have been healed,” and James 5:14–15, “Is anyone among you sick? He should call in the church elders (the spiritual guides). And they should pray over him, anointing him with oil in the Lord’s name. And the prayer [that is] of faith will save him who is sick, and the Lord will restore him; and if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.”
We marched right up to the church and had the pastor anoint me with oil and pray over me for healing. The doctor said it would take two to three weeks for it to be healed. I was healed within two days! I was growing in my relationship with God and just simply believed every word in the Bible. I hadn’t yet been taught out of my faith by the religious doctrines of man. God and His Word were just so simple. We just believed and received.
I cannot emphasize enough how the simple act of sowing God’s Word into your life on a consistent basis can unleash God’s faith within you. There was a tremendous forerunner in the healing movement by the name of Dr. Lilian Yeomans who discovered the power source of God’s faith in connection with the Word. Due to the heavy stress of practicing medicine, she became addicted to drugs. Her attempts to quit failed, along with the medical help she received. She came to the point of being completely bedridden. In 1898 she went to John Alexander Dowie’s healing homes in Chicago, where she spent a lot of time in the Bible.
As she read the Word of God, she realized the truth of God’s healing power. With this revelation of truth, her drug addiction vanished, and she was completely healed. She then opened up her own home to the sick where she would read to them scriptures on healing and would tell them to continually speak the Word of God over themselves. As truth entered their hearts and minds, amazing healings took place in their lives. As they lay in their sick beds, after a few days of continually speaking God’s Word out of their own mouths, they would jump up completely healed by God. The puttering of feet could be heard from the floor beneath as the infirmed leaped from their beds praising God.3
The Faith of God
While many translations write, “Have faith in God,” the literal translation found in the Greek New Testament of Mark 11:22 is, “Have you faith of God.” The scripture goes on to say, “Truly I tell you, whoever says to this mountain, Be lifted up and thrown into the sea! and does not doubt at all in his heart but believes that what he says will take place, it will be done for him. For this reason I am telling you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe (trust and be confident) that it is granted to you, and you will [get it]” (Mark 11:23–24).
There is a big difference between having faith in God and having the faith of God. Having faith in God means we believe God is all-powerful and can do anything He wants to do. We all believe God has all the power in the world. The faith of God is very different. This is God’s faith within us, not our human faith in God.
After God healed the man at the gate called Beautiful, Peter addressed the people when they thought it was by Peter’s and John’s own power that the man was healed. He said, “You men of Israel, why are you so surprised and wondering at this? Why do you keep staring at us, as though by our [own individual] power or [active] piety we had made this man [able] to walk?...And His name, through and by faith in His name, has made this man whom you see and recognize well and strong. [Yes] the faith which is through and by Him [Jesus] has given the man this perfect soundness [of body] before all of you” (Acts 3:12, 16).
Peter was very clear about not only the source of the healing but also the source of the faith that produced the healing. It was the faith that comes through Jesus. Jesus was the author and perfecter of Peter’s faith and the faith of the man who was healed.
Faith is not intellectual; it is spiritual. It comes from the heart, not the mind. Charles Price was used by God for more than twenty years in healing campaigns. He saw the blind healed; paralyzed and disabled raised from wheelchairs; and clots, cancers, and tumors melt. When talking about his healing services he says, “During those years I’ve noticed that all great healing services have been preceded by nights of consecration and seasons of prayer. When the crowds have rushed forward seeking healing, the meetings have been hard and difficult. When they have sought the healer rather than the healing, however, the sweetness of His presence has broken the power of the enemy, and the sunshine of His presence has melted the icy feeling that gripped the heart.”4
Matthew 9:22 says, “Jesus turned around and, seeing her, He said, Take courage, daughter! Your faith has made you well. And at once the woman was restored to health.” Again, Matthew 9:29 reads, “Then He touched their eyes, saying, According to your faith and trust and reliance [on the power invested in Me] be it done to you.”
It’s clear that these individuals received God’s power because of their faith. But to get the full picture we must read all Scripture together. While Jesus called it “your faith,” we know that it was because of Jesus that this faith was inspired and imparted to them in the first place. The faith that flooded their hearts had its source in God. John 3:27 says, “A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven” (KJV). And 1 Corinthians 4:7 reads, “For who makes you differ from another? And what do you have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?” (NKJV).
Everything we have, including faith, we have received from God. He is always our source for everything.
I want to share a story with you about what happened when a paralyzed woman got her eyes off of man and onto Jesus. This dear woman was so desperate to be healed. She so earnestly desired to receive the power of God in her life. As her husband was wheeling her into a healing meeting, she bumped into the minister. She pleaded with him to heal her. He knew in his heart that at the moment he did not have the faith for her to be healed, and neither did she. He could have just gone through the religious motions of commanding and rebuking, but he didn’t. He believed in Jesus and stood on His Word. But he knew he needed an imparted faith that superseded his own ability to believe. She needed it too.
By God’s wisdom he encouraged her to draw close to Jesus. He knew Jesus would be the source of the needed faith that would release the healing. Day after day she came to the meetings and sought God. Day after day her husband and friends wheeled her out of the meetings, still paralyzed. But she didn’t give up. Days passed, but she kept drawing near to God. On the last night of the meetings her husband carried her to the altar. As she lay on the altar, she got her eyes off of man and completely onto God. During worship she entered into God’s deep and holy presence. Jesus came to her and gave her a vision of Himself. She could see Him standing there, smiling and waving at her. Suddenly she became aware of a faith flowing through her heart. At the very moment Jesus imparted His faith into the minister’s heart as well. He looked down at the woman and knew she was healed. God’s faith flowed through her, and she stood to her feet completely healed. She straightened out, and her shriveled limbs grew!5
A great general of faith, Lester Sumrall, once said, “The secret behind getting more faith is to get to know God more.”6
It’s wonderful when we can draw close enough to Jesus to clear away all the distractions to hear His voice and receive His divine power and grace. I was praying for a woman once who had a deaf ear. I prayed and could feel God’s power surging into her. I knew God’s power was present to heal her. As she lay under the tangible power of God, she kept saying, “Lord, I receive it.” Each time I helped her to her feet, she was still deaf. Yet I knew God’s power was there. By the fourth time I prayed for her, God’s voice broke through and silenced her own thoughts. As she was striving to receive, God said, “You already have it.” God’s word released faith in her heart, connecting her to His power. Guess what happened? When she got off the floor, her ear was completely healed, even better than her good ear!
The Role of Prayer and Fasting
Understanding the role of prayer and fasting will also help you to receive God’s faith. Matthew 17:14–21 gives an account of the healing of an epileptic boy. The disciples couldn’t cure him, but Jesus did. When Jesus was asked why the disciples had no success, He said it was because of their unbelief. It wasn’t a question of God’s will. Nor did Jesus focus on the boy’s faith. It was the level of faith in the disciples’ hearts. Yet He also pointed out that “this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting” (v. 21, NKJV). Prayer and fasting help to release God’s faith within us. It’s the faith that produces the miracle, not the fasting. Fasting and prayer in this instance serve as the passageway into the fullness of faith that exists in God’s heart. Again, it isn’t by our works but by His faith and grace extended toward us.
Inherit the Promises Through Faith and Patience
In Hebrews 6:12–15 we see two keys that will propel us into God’s power and His glorious future for us: faith and patience. We need both if we are to receive His power and accomplish what God has set before us.
Abraham was given a promise by God at the age of seventy-five in Genesis 12. God promised that he would become a great nation and that through him all the nations of the earth would be blessed. If many of us received such a promise from God at age seventy-five, we would probably say, “But God, I am too old now. If You wanted to do something with me, You should have used me when I was younger.” No matter how old you are, it’s never too late for God to do something spectacular through your life.
Then Abraham had to wait another twenty-five years before this promise would begin to come to pass through the birth of his son Isaac. Even then Abraham had to trust God to keep Isaac safe so that a great nation could be born from him. It would be many more years before God’s word would fully manifest itself. So, Abraham was now one hundred years old when Isaac, the son of promise, was born. That’s twenty-five long years of waiting, persevering, trusting, and believing.
The one thing that kept Abraham going all those years was faith. Faith produced the endurance Abraham needed to walk out God’s promises. Faith is essential if we are to endure to the end. Faith believes no matter what we see. Faith sees the promise while everything else looks hopeless. Faith gives us an inner assurance that God will bring His word to pass. Our faith is not based in what we can see or feel. We are not moved by momentary circumstances. Our reality is God’s Word. This is what our faith is established upon. As we meditate on His truth, everything else will line up accordingly. But we have to be willing to persevere in our faith. It’s through the combination of faith and patience that we walk and live in God’s power and manifested Word.
For we walk by faith [we regulate our lives and conduct our selves by our conviction or belief respecting man’s relationship to God and divine things, with trust and holy fervor; thus we walk] not by sight or appearance.

—2 CORINTHIANS 5:7
Faith gives you power for the impossible (Rom. 4:20). When you choose to believe God and consider that His character is trustworthy and truthful, even though you may be as good as dead, God can birth His purpose, will, and promise through your life, so that multitudes of others can be blessed as well. Remember, what God wants to do through you is way bigger than just you! His plans are always bigger than just one person. God wants to do something extraordinary through you for the sake of others.
Faith Has Action
Lastly, I want you to understand that faith is more than words. Faith has action. The story of Charles Blondin, a famous French tightrope walker, teaches us a powerful lesson on true faith.
Blondin’s greatest fame came in June of 1859 when he attempted to become the first person to cross a tightrope stretched over a quarter of a mile across the mighty Niagara Falls. He walked across 160 feet above the falls several times, each time with a different daring feat—once in a sack, on stilts, on a bicycle, in the dark, and once he even carried a stove and cooked an omelet!

On one occasion, though, he asked for the participation of a volunteer. A large crowd gathered, and a buzz of excitement ran along both sides of the riverbank. The crowd oohed and aahed as Blondin carefully walked across one dangerous step after another—blindfolded and pushing a wheelbarrow. Upon reaching the other side, the crowd’s applause was louder than the roar of the falls! Blondin suddenly stopped and addressed his audience: “Do you believe I can carry a person across in this wheelbarrow?” The crowd enthusiastically shouted, “Yes, yes, yes. You are the greatest tightrope walker in the world. You can do anything!” “OK,” said Blondin, “Get in the wheelbarrow...” No one did.7

So also faith, if it does not have works (deeds and actions of obedience to back it up), by itself is destitute of power (inoperative, dead).

—JAMES 2:17
Never forget, when you make the choice to add action to your faith, you release the power of God into operation. True faith will always be accompanied by an action. It’s easy to say, “I believe.” But true faith will be willing to get into the wheelbarrow and onto the tightrope. True faith releases a corresponding action.
This is exemplified in the story of the men who tore the roof off to get their paralyzed friend to Jesus. Luke 5:18–19 tells us, “Some men were bringing on a stretcher a man who was paralyzed, and they tried to carry him in and lay him before [Jesus]. But finding no way to bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him with his stretcher through the tiles into the midst, in front of Jesus.” When Jesus saw their faith, He not only forgave the man’s sins, but He also completely healed him as well. Their faith caused them to press through every obstacle to the point of physically tearing a hole in the roof to get to Jesus. Now that’s faith with action!
Choose to fill your heart and mind with God’s truth and keep your focus on Jesus, drawing near to Him in worship, and He will cause His faith to flood your heart and mind, opening up to you God’s limitless possibilities for your life. God’s faith in you will enable you to receive the fullness of His blessings, grace, power, and purpose. Faith will connect you fully and completely to His unlimited supply of power for every area of your life.


PART II
Harnessing the Power


CHAPTER 7
The Power of Integrity
Issues of the Heart 

DR. BENJAMIN CRANDALL, the president of my Bible college, once shared a story when I was a student. He told us of a popular television evangelist who had fallen into the sin of adultery. As a result he lost much of what God had given him. This minister shared a dream he had before he fell. In the dream he saw a snake as big as he was. Then the snake became three storie stall. The minister interpreted this dream to mean that what was opposing him was too strong for him to overcome. Since he was such a high-profile minister, he felt he had no one he could go to for help.
Dr. Crandall had a very keen insight. He said, “He had the right dream but the wrong interpretation. The correct interpretation is this: kill the snake while it is still small so that it doesn’t become bigger than you.” In other words, he was saying to deal with the sin issues and struggles in your life early on before they get too strong and you are taken down by them.
We are born with the potential to be heroes, to be champions. But there is an issue of the heart that will be key to seeing us finish our race. Power is an amazing thing. It can be both productive and destructive, depending on how it is used and how it is cultivated and harnessed. I recently heard a true story about a racehorse. The owner wanted the horse to excel to its maximum potential, so she hired the best trainer and the best jockey she could find to ride the horse. This jockey was known for his willingness to push his horses to their extreme potential.
During his races this horse would come out of the starting gate in last place. He was the underdog. At first it looked like he would come in last, trailing far behind all the other horses. But then, in a burst of inspiration and adrenaline, he would charge around the outside, passing all the other horses, and finish first. He was gaining a reputation of being the best short-distance runner, but it was still a mystery whether he would succeed in running long-distance races.
As he continued to win races, soon the horse qualified for the US Triple Crown. The last race was to prove the most challenging as it was a long-distance race. Would he have the stamina and endurance to not only run fast but also to sustain that speed over a long distance? Would the horse be pushed too hard and have its heart burst in the process? Would victory end in tragic defeat? As the gates were opened, he came out running full speed, charging right to the front! The strategy of the opponent was to get the horse to start out strong so it would be worn down in the length of the race and lose.
As the race continued, the horse maintained its speed. Neck and neck with his opponent, everyone held their breath, waiting for the horse to lose its stamina. But to everyone’s surprise the horse gained in speed all the way to the finish line, finishing first! His heart didn’t burst under the pressure of the race. Under the extreme pressure and physical exertion, the horse’s heart was strong and valiant, able to carry him all the way to the finish line in triumphant victory. He surprised everyone!
This is the amazing and inspirational true story of Secretariat. He was an American Thoroughbred racehorse who, in 1973, became the first US Triple Crown champion in twenty-five years, setting records at the Kentucky Derby and Belmont Stakes that still stand. He appeared on the covers of Time , Newsweek , and Sports Illustrated in the same week, and he was the only nonhuman chosen by ESPN as one of the “50 Greatest Athletes of the Century,” coming in at No. 35, ahead of legends like Mickey Mantle.1
The horse had extreme potential to be a champion. Not only did he need the right training and the right rider for that potential to be maximized, but also his heart had to be strong and large enough to endure the exertion put on it during the race. When Secretariat died years later, a shocking discovery was made during his autopsy. All of Secretariat’s organs were of normal size except his heart. Dr. Thomas Swerczek, a professor of veterinary science who performed the autopsy, is quoted as saying, “We were all shocked. I’ve seen and done thousands of autopsies on horses, and nothing I’d ever seen compared to it. The heart of the average horse weighs about nine pounds. This was almost twice the average size, and a third larger than any equine heart I’d ever seen. And it wasn’t pathologically enlarged. All the chambers and the valves were normal. It was just larger. I think it told us why he was able to do what he did.”2
Issues of the Heart
Just as Secretariat’s heart was robust, so must our hearts be, with the nature and qualities of God. An enlarged heart is the keeping power of integrity. Integrity is what will harness God’s power in our lives to its maximum potential. God may give us special gifts, abilities, and graces that cause us to surge ahead to the front of the pack. Such was Secretariat; he was born with certain qualities that made him a champion. He had strong muscles and the ability to run fast. But it was also the strength of his heart that enabled him to win the race.
The quality of our heart’s integrity is what will enable us to finish the race strong. Derek Prince once said, “God is more concerned with our character than with our achievements. Achievements have importance only in the realm of time. Character is eternal. It determines what we will be through eternity.”3
Integrity Through Brokenness
We are not born with integrity. Integrity is something that is developed in our lives through the choices we make every day. It is very similar to the process a horse goes through to harness its tremendous strength and power. Integrity involves a process of brokenness. But when we yield to this process, God’s power within us is able to reach its fullest and highest potential.
During its training a horse must undergo a breaking process. During this period of time the horse’s strength is harnessed so that it can be correctly channeled and directed. Without this breaking the horse will remain a wild, untrained animal with its strength being exerted in unproductive and dangerous ways. An unbroken horse can cause a lot of damage and pain to the people around it. But once a breaking takes place, the extreme power of this magnificent creature can be harnessed to make it a thoroughbred champion! Its strength and power can be completely used toward a goal and purpose, which is winning the race.
To understand the power of integrity that comes through brokenness, I would like to look at how the power within a horse is properly harnessed. Horse breaking refers to the process used by humans to get horses to let themselves be ridden or harnessed. “Breaking in” is the term used when mounting the horse for the first time.
When a horse is broken in, a horse’s spirit doesn’t need to be broken with it. Many people tend to believe that horse whispering is some kind of mysterious art, which is unachievable by a common person. There is absolutely no mystery to this unique practice. It is all about understanding the behaviors of a horse and being able to read the horse you are working with. A horse is a herd animal and has a basic fight-or-flight instinct. Understanding these basic things enables a good relationship to be formed between the horse and its rider. It is vital that a rider builds a bond of trust between him and his horse. This makes the horse much easier to train.4
Just as a rider and a horse establish a relationship of trust, enabling the horse to be trained without breaking its spirit, in the same way our relationship with God enables Him to train us by His Spirit in the most productive and life-giving way. When we submit to God’s dealings in our lives, He gently breaks the areas of our stubborn wills that need to come under submission, and He empowers us to reach our maximum potential. As areas of self are broken, God’s power within us becomes harnessed to produce the greatest results through our lives.
In her book Brokenness , Nancy DeMoss states, “Brokenness is the shattering of my self-will—the absolute surrender of my will to the will of God. It is saying, ‘Yes, Lord!’—no resistance, no chafing, no stubbornness—simply submitting myself to His direction and will in my life.”5
The key is having a heart that can endure the test of extreme pressure and time. For many, they are born with God-given strengths and abilities. They are graced and gifted by God with certain capabilities. They start out strong. They are sprinters. They appear to be finishing first. But when the test of time sets in and the pressure builds up from a long-distance race, their hearts burst. Their triumph ends in tragedy, taking many other people out in the process. “Whether life grinds a man down or polishes him depends on what he’s made of,” said Kathryn Kuhlman.6
Harnessing God’s Power for the Long Haul
God doesn’t want us to just start strong. He doesn’t just want us to be champions at short races. He wants to create in us the ability to run fast and hard for the long haul. He wants to undergird His power in our lives so that it will carry us all the way through to the end. We can have the right trainer and the right rider, but only we can decide the condition of our heart. The heart that can endure pressure over the long haul is a heart of character and integrity. Integrity is what will keep your heart strong and enduring. Integrity is what will ultimately qualify you to be a thoroughbred champion. It’s what will empower you to run your race and win.
We have been created to be vessels of God’s power. Developing a life of integrity is crucial to harnessing, maintaining, and increasing God’s power in our lives. When we only focus on the gifts God gives us and neglect the process of cultivating a life of integrity, we can become disqualified in the process. Integrity will be our keeping grace! Integrity will enable us to carry God’s power for the long haul in our lives. Integrity is produced through brokenness.
Smith Wigglesworth, a man powerfully used by God in the healing ministry, testified, “Before God could bring me to this place, He has broken me a thousand times.”7
Brokenness Brings Complete Victory
Let’s look at how power is released through brokenness in a strategy the Lord gave to Gideon in Judges 7:16–22. In this portion of Scripture Gideon divides three hundred men into three companies. He puts into their hands trumpets and empty pitchers with torches of fire inside of them. When they get to the edge of the enemy’s camp, they blow the trumpets and shout, “The sword of the Lord and of Gideon!” (v. 18, NKJV). When they blow the trumpets, they also break the pitchers in their hands, releasing the fire that’s hidden inside. In their left hand they hold the fire; in their right hand they hold the trumpets. When the sound of the Lord is released through their shout, the Midianite army turns on itself and flees before Gideon and his men! The battle and victory are won.
It’s interesting to note that both hands were occupied with a torch and trumpet. There was no hand to hold a sword. Why? Because the sword was in God’s hand. The principle here is simple. When the vessel is broken, the fire is released. Combined with the sound of the trumpet, the enemy is sent into confusion and defeated. When we are broken and release a sound of praise to God, our enemy is defeated. God’s power is released on our behalf through this divine strategy.
True brokenness releases the power of God in our lives. It enables God to fight our battles for us, so the enemy is completely defeated. True heart integrity comes as a result of godly brokenness. There is a big difference between godly brokenness and worldly brokenness. There is a godly sorrow and a worldly sorrow. One leads to increase. The other leads to decrease. One produces power; the other causes us to lose God’s power. One leads to life. The other brings forth death. Ungodly cracks will leak the power of God. Godly brokenness will sustain and increase it. Godly brokenness releases the fire. Ungodly brokenness quenches it and puts it out.
There are two men in the Bible who clearly demonstrate the power of brokenness and integrity. They are Saul and David. Both men were imperfect. Both made mistakes. Both sinned. One had his power taken from him. The other was able to maintain it in his life. One had integrity. The other did not. What was the difference?
Saul made a lot of mistakes as king. He fell into insecurity, jealousy, anger, hatred, pride, rebellion, fear of man, and witchcraft. He was an imperfect vessel. Yet when he was first called by God, he was humble and lowly in his own eyes. But soon pride took over his heart.
When the prophet Samuel confronted his sin, Saul freely admitted it (1 Sam. 15:30). But in his next breath he asks to be honored before the people. Saul was not truly broken or repentant before God. He had a worldly sorrow. He was sorry that he got caught. He was sorry for the consequences he now had to face. But he still cared more about his own reputation than he did about hurting God’s heart. His heart was not pure. It was not truly broken or repentant. He was still seeking honor before men.
A fellow minister whose ministry has substantially grown, now reaching the masses, shared with me about how his first pastor publicly shared from the pulpit that he was sorry for how he had been in the past. He shared that he wanted people to know that he had changed and was not the same person any more. Under his years of ministry there was a wake of wounded and hurt people left on the sidelines, including my friend. For years his pastor had used control, fear, and anger to manipulate the people he was called to serve. After losing a lot of people from his church, he came to a place of brokenness. He wanted people publicly to know he had changed.
Then my friend received a private e-mail from the pastor. In the e-mail he wanted to know why he hadn’t received more public recognition and honor from my friend. This e-mail came at the same time he was publicly sharing his supposed brokenness from the pulpit.
Like Saul, this leader had a type of brokenness, but he was still desiring public honor and recognition in his heart. It was not true, godly brokenness. We have to be careful we don’t deceive ourselves about the sorrow we feel. Are we sorry for the things we have lost? Or are we sorry because we have hurt God’s heart along with those of other people? Godly sorrow produces a change and transformation in our heart. Worldly sorrow does not. This carnal sorrow only feels bad for itself.
The sorrow of true repentance is sorrow for offense against a holy God, not simply regret over the personal consequences of our sin. Sorrow over being found out or over suffering hard ship or discipline because of our sin is not godly sorrow, and has nothing to do with repentance. That sort of sorrow is but selfish regret, concern for self rather than for God. It merely adds to the original sin.8

—JOHN MACARTHUR
Let’s look at David’s brokenness. Like Saul, David made mistakes when he was king—some pretty bad ones. He committed adultery as well as murder. Yet God called David a man after His own heart. How can this be? How can a man who commits such horrible things be after God’s heart? When David was confronted for his sin, we see his response in Psalm 51.
David was not concerned about his reputation before people. He was concerned about grieving God’s heart and losing God’s presence in his life. His relationship with God was the most important thing to him. It was because of his godly brokenness that he did not lose the kingdom, nor did he lose God’s power in his life. He sinned, but he received forgiveness through godly repentance. Even though he still faced consequences for his bad choices and actions, he didn’t lose his relationship with God or his authority and power. Godly brokenness brought restoration in his life. The integrity produced in David’s heart through his testings, including both the ones he passed and failed, caused God’s power to be harnessed, maintained, and sustained in his life, maintaining his kingship. David’s heart’s response meant everything to God. Even though he failed at times, he won in the end because he really had a heart after God. He allowed God to work integrity into his life.
Overcoming Hardness of Heart
He said to them, Because of the hardness (stubbornness and perversity) of your hearts Moses permitted you to dismiss and repudiate and divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been so [ordained].

—MATTHEW 19:8
Modern-day marriage missionaries Clint and Penny went through a painful divorce with an overshadowing of adultery in the final stages of their marriage. After the breakup Clint buried his emotions and moved on. Their relationship, for all intents and purposes, seemed dead. After eleven years of not talking or seeing each other, one day a package arrived on Clint’s doorstep with a note from his ex-wife asking for forgiveness. Shortly after that they met for coffee, and Clint realized he still loved her. He asked her to remarry him, and their relationship and marriage covenant have been completely restored. The secret to their success is the fact that they got on their faces before God in a place of brokenness and sought Him for His divine assistance. They also intentionally set time aside to effectively communicate with one another on everything. Now they travel helping other married couples experience this same restoration.9
In a day where it seems that the marriage and family unit is disintegrating, even in the lives of Christians and ministers, God is calling us into a place of brokenness before Him so our hearts can be softened. Only through this place of brokenness can God truly restore what is being stolen. We must yield and surrender our hardness of heart to Him. This is the only answer. This is our hope.
Cultivating a repentant heart is the essential key to living a life of integrity. A broken and contrite heart will fully turn to God in weakness and receive God’s strength to change. Godly sorrow brings a deep change within us. It causes us to hate what God hates and love what He loves. It causes us to turn away from old patterns and behaviors that we know grieve God’s heart. It sets us free to truly live our lives by the power of the Holy Spirit within us. Integrity is an internal conviction that no one else can give you. It has to come from within your own heart. True repentance will produce great fruit in your life. John the Baptist proclaimed this in Luke 3:8: “Bear fruits that are deserving and consistent with [your] repentance [that is, conduct worthy of a heart changed, a heart abhorring sin].”
God uses broken things: broken soil to produce a crop, broken clouds to give rain, broken grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength. It is the broken alabaster box that gives forth perfume. It is Peter, weeping bitterly, who returns to greater power than ever.10

—VANCE HAVNER
Living by an Internal Standard
Integrity is an internal standard and conviction. It is having a sensitive conscience before God. The more sensitive your conscience is, the more in tune with the Holy Spirit you will be. You will know instantly when you are treading on dangerous ground. You will know when God’s heart is being grieved. As you follow your conscience, you will develop integrity in your life. True character and integrity are revealed in the choices you make when no one else is around. Integrity will cause you to live a fully transparent life. Oh, how wonderful that is! When people see you, they can look right through you and see the nature and character of God inside of you. Integrity will cause God’s purity and light to shine in and through you with no hindrances.
I remember the day I entered an arena for a healing meeting. I was standing near the altar area, and a man came walking over to me with his eyes wide in wonder. He stood in front of me, lip quivering and tears running down his face, and told me he could see the glory and presence of God on me. I will never forget that moment, a moment when someone was impacted through God’s life in me, shining through me.
Dave, an Arizona homeless man, came across a bag with more than three thousand dollars in it. He had a decision to make. Would he keep it for his own needs or return it to the owner? His sense of conviction told him he had to return it. The owner of the bag was amazed when the bag filled with money showed up five days after he lost it. He never thought he would see it again.11
This story illustrates that you can exercise character no matter what the circumstances are. It’s these unforeseen moments of decision that really mark the kind of person you are.
I love what Dwight L. Moody said about character: “Character is what a man is in the dark. God doesn’t seek for golden vessels, and does not ask for silver ones, but He must have clean ones. A man ought to live so that everybody knows he is a Christian and most of all, his family ought to know.”12
My own personal goal in life is to be as transparent as possible so that the person I am in front of people is the same person I am in private. When I was a child, I had a very sensitive conscience. I couldn’t do anything wrong without telling on myself! This may sound funny to some, but it’s true. If I felt I did something wrong, I had to confess. I am the same today. I can keep no secrets. My life is an open book. If I ever feel I have grieved God’s heart in some way, I have to get before God and pray until I feel my heart is clean. This constant sense of repentance and brokenness before God keeps me in His presence. It’s how I cultivate His presence and power in my life. If I feel something has come into my heart that is separating me from His presence, I have to pray it through until I feel restored. I believe this is a mark of true repentance.
Repentance is not a merely intellectual change of mind or mere grief, still less doing penance, but a radical transformation of the entire person, a fundamental turnaround involving mind and action and including overtones of grief, which result in [spiritual] fruit.13

—D. A. CARSON
The Little Things Count
The little things in life really do count. It’s usually the small decisions we make that can have the biggest impact. God wants us to have integrity in every area of our lives.
Genesis 1 logs God’s commitment to excellence when it says, “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good” (v. 31). Christians should always do good work. Christians ought to be the best workers wherever they are. They ought to have the best attitude, the best integrity, and be the best in depend ability. Integrity characterizes the entire person, not just part of him. He is righteous and honest through and through. He is not only that inside, but also in outer action.14

—R. KENT HUGHES
If you want to live in God’s extraordinary power, taking responsibility for personal integrity in your daily life really makes a big difference. This comes down to the little things like cleaning the house, taking out the trash, and having good personal hygiene. Or being on time for work, going the extra mile for your boss, being honest in your relationships, treating people with kindness and respect. Or having a humble attitude of yourself, not stealing things from your workplace that you know aren’t yours, such as paper and pens. Not abusing your lunch break at work when you know you have a certain allotted time. All of these things might seem like small things to you, but it’s the small things that, when added up, make us who we are as people. You would be surprised who is watching you. If you are caught not telling the truth, not following your employer’s guidelines, not submitting to company policies, you will gain a reputation for being a person without honor. People won’t trust you, and you will never advance forward in life.
This even affects things like our personal health. Diane was struggling with being 305 pounds and couldn’t see the value or the danger of those little decisions she made all day long. For example, she didn’t really consider that every time she ate an extra brownie, she was pushing herself further into obesity. All she saw was the “whole” problem. She thought she was fat, unhappy, and powerless. But she wasn’t powerless at all. It was within her power to make those little decisions that would put her on the right path. For example, if she had not eaten a 200-calorie candy bar every day, she would have saved 6,000 calories in a month, enough to lose about a pound. If she had taken a short walk, she would have burned a few calories—and probably felt better about herself.15
I have found this to be true in my own life. I know that just by removing a few unhealthy things from my eating habits, such as french fries and soda, I was able to lose enough weight to fit into my clothes again. I was healthier inside and out just by making a few adjustments. These small choices are part of my overall integrity as a person.
According to blogger Diane:
The decisions you make now can have a huge impact on your health. According to the CDC, losing 10 percent of your body weight reduces your risk of heart disease and can help bring your blood pressure lower. If you weigh 200 pounds, 10 percent is just 20 pounds. Definitely possible—especially when you think about making one small decision after another until you reach your goals. Losing weight, just like other things in life, is about decisions. We don’t always make perfect decisions, but if you make more good ones than not, you can reach your goals. Having integrity in the small things impacts your overall life.16

Setting Healthy Boundaries
Part of living a life of integrity is setting healthy boundaries. As I have learned to walk in God’s power, I have found it a very necessary thing to choose to set right boundaries. I will be honest. This is not always an easy thing to do. Sure, God gives us the grace to make right choices, but that doesn’t mean your old nature is not going to want to fight. Living a powerful Christian life is not always easy, but Jesus never said it would be easy. In fact, He told us that we would need to crucify our flesh with its passions and desires. This can be a painful process as we fight against our old nature to allow God’s new nature to reign in us (1 Pet. 4:1). But the benefits of living with integrity are amazing.
Paul teaches in Ephesians 5:10 that we should “learn [in your experience] what is pleasing to the Lord [let your lives be constant proofs of what is most acceptable to Him].”
One of the healing generals that I have great respect for lived a highly consecrated life. Smith Wigglesworth connected this lifestyle of holiness to the power that flowed through him. He was known to have such high convictions that he wouldn’t even let a secular newspaper pass through the front door of his house. He was a consecrated vessel that moved in a tremendous power of the Holy Spirit. He once shared regarding his convictions:
You must every day make higher ground. You must deny yourself to make progress with God. You must refuse everything that is not pure and holy. God wants you pure in heart. He wants you to have an intense desire after holiness. Two things will get you to leap out of yourselves into the promises of God today. One is purity, and the other is faith, which is kindled more and more by purity. The moment a man falls into sin, divine life ceases to flow, and his life becomes one of helplessness.17

I remember a story where Smith Wigglesworth was staying at the home of a minister whose church he was preaching at. The man whom he was staying with had no feet, only stumps. Smith said to the man, “Go and buy a new pair of shoes in the morning.” This was an astounding thing to say to someone with no feet! So the man responded in faith and got up the next morning and went to the shoe shop. Upon entering the store, he was approached by the assistant, who asked if he could help him. The minister replied he would like a pair of shoes. The assistant, realizing the condition of the man, hesitated before replying that they could not help him. The minister, seeing his dilemma, said, “I would like a pair of black shoes, size eight please.” The assistant returned with the shoes, and as the minister put his one stump into the shoe, a foot and leg instantly formed. The same thing happened with his other leg. He walked out of the store with two new shoes and two new feet!18 A life of consecration and integrity is crucial to stewarding God’s power in our lives.
In Exodus 19:12–23 God instructs Moses to set boundaries around the base of the mountain so no wild beast or person can break through while Moses is with God on top of the mountain. God didn’t want anything unholy to break through and defile the place of communion He was having with Moses. Just as Moses set boundaries, you need to set boundaries. When you learn that something in your life separates you from God’s presence, you must surrender it to God in prayer and ask Him for the grace to let it go. There can be a battle within your own heart at times. There may be things you don’t want to give up, but they are having a negative impact on your relationship with God. The closer you want to walk with God and the more genuine power you want to live in, the more you may need to give up. But if your heart is after His presence, in the end it is worth it. These boundaries also protect you from falling into unnecessary temptation.
There is some temptation you can’t avoid. Sometimes it will be outside of your control. But there are other times we open the door to increased temptation and sin by what we allow ourselves to see and listen to. If we make the choice to watch things or listen to things that we know are not in agreement with God’s Word, we allow ourselves to be susceptible to increased temptation and attack. We make ourselves more vulnerable than we should be.
When you are walking with God, you are hidden in His secret place of protection and safety (Ps. 91). Making choices of integrity keeps you safe and secure in God’s presence. If you know there are things in your life that can potentially grieve God and make you weak to wrong choices, then you need to set boundaries. That may be choosing to turn off certain TV programs. It may be setting up Internet blocks, filters, and accountability programs to keep yourself from falling into sexual immorality. Whatever boundaries you need to set to cultivate your personal integrity, this is vital if you want to have a life filled with God’s ever-increasing power.
Choosing Right Associations
I learned very quickly in my walk with God that directly connected to a life of integrity is the power of association. Association brings transference. Whatever you spend time with is what you become.
He who walks [as a companion] with wise men is wise, but he who associates with [self-confident] fools is [a fool himself and] shall smart for it.

—PROVERBS 13:20
The more sensitive you are in the spirit, the more you will have to guard your associations. I know this from personal experience. I am like a sponge. I absorb whatever I spend time with. When I was younger, I got the nickname “the Sponge” because I would so easily soak up God’s presence and power. If I just got near the anointing of God, I would instantly soak it up. The same happened with spiritual gifts. If I got around people who would prophesy, I would prophesy. My prophetic gift would go off the charts. If I got around people who had tremendous faith for healing and miracles, I would absorb that faith and anointing, and the miracles I would see exponentially multiplied. It’s true. I have the capacity to absorb anointings. It’s wonderful!
Associate yourself with men of good quality if you esteem your own reputation. It is better to be alone than in bad company.19

—GEORGE WASHINGTON
But because of this capacity, I have had to really guard what I let into my life. My extra sensitivities at times have caused me to absorb some very negative things too. I have learned through experience that my closest associations must be with people who really have a heart after God and are walking in faith and power. I have had to draw boundaries when it comes to relationships with people who have a lot of emotional baggage and issues that haven’t been dealt with. Hanging around angry, negative people can drain the life of God out of you. It’s one thing for God to use you to minister life to others; it’s another thing to open up your spirit to those who can drag you down. We have to choose our close friendships wisely. We also have to be wise in every area of association, including what we watch on TV, in the movies, and on the Internet. It’s a different world today. To maintain personal internal integrity, we must choose to associate with the anointing and presence of God as much as possible.
As we cultivate a life of integrity through godly repentance, brokenness, and good associations, we will harness God’s power in our lives for the long haul, enabling us to finish our race strong all the way to the finish line.


CHAPTER 8
The Power of Perspective
A Bird’s-Eye View 

HAVE YOU EVER wondered what it’s like to see life through the eyes of an eagle?
Sitting high above the earth, majestically perched on a treetop, you look down and see the world from heaven’s perspective. Big things look small. There are no walls to confine you. No limitations whatsoever. All predators are far beneath you.
If you are truly going to soar and accomplish phenomenal things in your life, you will need to shift to see life through the eyes of an eagle. The power to persevere and live in God’s power during the difficult moments of life comes when you are able to see your life from God’s vantage point. This ability to see beyond the natural limitations will give you what you need to run your race to the end and obtain every blessing God has for you. It’s the power of perspective.
Genesis 37–50 contains the incredible story of Joseph. Joseph was a man given an amazing vision and dream from God. He saw greatness in his future. He saw a day where he would be lifted up above his father and brothers. When he shared his dream with his brothers, they were overcome by jealousy, rage, and hatred, and they conspired to kill him. Joseph was thrown into a waterless pit. In a moment of greed, they realized they could get more out of selling him than by killing him, so they sold him into slavery. He was sold to the Midianites, who then brought him to Egypt. In Egypt he was sold to Potiphar, the captain of the royal guard under Pharaoh.
After enduring this deep pain of betrayal, Joseph was then falsely accused by Potiphar’s wife of making advances toward her, and he had to run for his life. He finally found himself locked in a dungeon. He couldn’t go any lower. How did this happen? How could he go from having such an amazing dream to this dark, cold, and lonely place? Where was God in all of this? I’m sure Joseph was tempted many times to think God had completely forgotten about him or had played a cruel joke.
After many years of enduring one painful trial after another, a suddenly happened in Joseph’s life, bringing everything into proper perspective. One day the chief of the butlers and the chief of the bakers were thrown into prison with Joseph. They both dreamed dreams that were interpreted by Joseph correctly. Soon the chief butler was released and restored back under Pharaoh, but he forgot about Joseph. The day came when Pharaoh had a dream and needed it interpreted. But no one in the land could interpret it. Then the chief butler remembered how Joseph interpreted his dream, so he told Pharaoh about it. The moment of destiny had arrived. The king called upon Joseph to interpret the dream. This was the result.
You shall have charge over my house, and all my people shall be governed according to your word [with reverence, submis sion, and obedience]. Only in matters of the throne will I be greater than you are. Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh took off his [signet] ring from his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand, and arrayed him in [official] vestments of fine linen and put a gold chain about his neck.

—GENESIS 41:40–42
What an amazing ending! Well, almost. The end had not yet come. There was still more God had planned for Joseph. We’ll get there in a minute. I want to pause and ponder the power of perspective and what it will do in your life.
Walls, Walls, Walls
For years Joseph was surrounded by walls—walls on every side and at every turn. First it was the walls of the pit his brothers threw him into. These walls were not only physical but also emotional. They were walls of betrayal, anger, bitterness, and pain that his brothers built around him. Then it was the walls of false accusation. Then finally it was the walls of a dungeon. And it was all out of Joseph’s control. These were circumstances that surrounded him due to the sinfulness in the hearts of other people.
There will be times you find yourself behind walls—walls that have been built by the actions and attitudes of other people, walls that you have no control over, walls that seem to hinder you and keep you from fulfilling God’s will and plan for your life, walls that have the potential to bring utter defeat and depression.
But I have really good news for you. You will be fruitful and will be everything God has called you to be despite any wall that seems to limit you. Get ready. You are about to break out of every wall, boundary, border, and limitation that tries to hold you back. How do I know this? Well, let’s take a look at the prophetic word Joseph’s father, Jacob, had over him at the end of his life.
In Genesis 49:22–24, 26, Jacob declares that Joseph is a fruitful bough planted by a well whose branches run over the wall. Despite the bitter attacks that came against Joseph’s life, despite the walls that surrounded him, he was fruitful in the midst of limitation and eventually grew right over the walls that surrounded him.
Many times we pray for God to change our circumstances. We think that if the apparent walls that surrounded us would just be removed, then we could move forward and have the life God intended us to have. Then we could be happy. Then we could have the joy, peace, and prosperity Jesus died to give us. Then we could fulfill that vision God has put in our heart. We wait and wait and wait, not realizing that in the midst of our limiting circumstances we are not limited at all.
When Everything Goes Wrong
My own life has not been an easy road. Much like the case with Joseph, when God’s promise came to me that I would see stadiums filled and numerous miracles performed, it seemed everything went in the opposite direction. I was a premed student with plans to become a doctor. When God called me, I left it all behind and went to Bible school to prepare for full-time vocational ministry. From there I graduated and went into pastoral ministry. Although my salary wasn’t high, I was happy because I was serving God.
After several years of pastoring, it became apparent through the anointing that was flowing through me that it was somewhere in God’s plan for me to travel. I began to get a desire to see people healed. One day God spoke to me that it was His desire to heal people. I knew in my heart that He wanted to use me in the area of healing. When I shared my vision to travel and see people healed with my church leaders and peers, at first it was met with joy. They could see that call on my life and agreed it was God’s plan. We rejoiced over the vision of how I could lead missions teams overseas and travel while still pastoring on staff. They witnessed the evangelistic call on my life and shared with me that it was God’s will for me to travel. Each time I was given the pulpit to minister, God’s power would show up and move in a mighty way.
But that joy quickly faded, and my ministry went in a different direction. Rather than teaching an adult Bible study class, I found myself with twenty kids, teaching them how to camp and tie knots. This was not my anointing at all. I couldn’t care less about how to tie a knot. Things that I thought were going to happen in ministry didn’t, and I had to walk through a very painful stripping process. Part of this was losing my pulpit ministry. But I knew what God had promised. I knew He had a higher calling for me. I was in the dungeon, but I could see the palace.
Not only did it look like I was surrounded by natural walls that limited my ministry, but also at times I was surrounded by spiritual and emotional walls. At times I felt like I was on an emotional roller-coaster ride. I even had to go for heart tests because of the emotional stress I was under. There I was, a twenty-five-year-old minister in the doctor’s office strapped up to all sorts of machines trying to figure out why I had so much pain in my chest. It wasn’t my heart. It was the stress.
While it looked like I was going backward in ministry, I was actually being positioned for a divine promotion from God. I just couldn’t see it yet. I was to learn some very valuable life lessons that would stay with me forever.
I’ll never forget the day I was in a leadership meeting with several other pastors and leaders. A minister introduced me to everyone as a “gopher.” I felt demeaned because at the time I was serving in leadership. In that moment I simply looked down and held my peace. Then suddenly, the president of my Bible college, Dr. Benjamin Crandall, a senior man in leadership who had led one of the greatest churches in New York City, said, “Let me tell you all about Matt. Matt was president of his Bible college class for four years. He graduated with highest honors and is an exceptional young man after God.” This was one of those many moments where God was vindicating me, yet working humility in me.
My father would always tell me, “Hindsight is 20/20.” It’s easy after you have been through something to later see what God was doing. I remember my very first days in ministry. I was bright-eyed and bushy-tailed. I had such a glorified vision of ministry. I was so excited to get my first pastor’s office. My first week on staff I was told, “Well, Matt, we don’t have any extra office space for you, but you can have the storage closet.” The closet became my first office. It had no windows except a small one to the hallway. But I fixed that room up to be the best office I could. I took the blind down that was on the window just to open it up a bit.
The following Sunday morning I was in church, and the head usher came up to me in a panic. “Matt, where is the blind?”
I said, “I took it down.”
He said, “You can’t. That’s the nursing mothers’ room!”
I was in shock. “No, it’s not. It’s my office.”
“Well, it may be your office,” he said, “but it’s the nursing mothers’ room on Sunday.”
Week after week I would come into my office to find it filled with an aroma. And it wasn’t the aroma of Christ. It was the dirty diapers left there from the day before!
Then each Sunday after church I ministered at the local nursing home. I preached to the same five elderly people week after week. Some of them told me the same stories over and over. I had to get them saved every week because they couldn’t remember getting saved the week before! I had a vision for nations, and God had me sharing the gospel with five people. Nursing home ministry is wonderful. I never want to diminish anything we do for God. But in perspective, it didn’t fit where I saw myself going. Yet God was teaching me a valuable lesson. Along the way He was giving me His divine perspective.
The Power of Humility
True humility can’t be taught to you in a sermon. It’s something that must be walked out through experience. God will allow painful and limiting circumstances in our lives to work a deeper level of humility and servanthood in us. While I thought I was being limited, God was busy working humility and servanthood in my heart. It was painful at times. But the work done in me during those years has stayed with me and marks everything I do now.
Sometimes I hear people blaming leaders over them for more doors not opening for them. We must understand that God is our source, not man. He is the one who opens doors that no man can shut. He also shuts doors no man can open. God will allow us to go through seasons of frustration where we find ourselves doing things we don’t even want to do. But there is a divine purpose in it all.
Let’s face it, not everyone is built for manual labor. There are some people who love to be active doing things and others who prefer to be behind a desk working with their mind. But I have learned a very valuable lesson in life: none of us graduate from the kitchen. In other words, no matter what God entrusts us to do, we always have to be willing to stuff envelopes, empty the trash, and clean the bathroom. While these may not be our favorite things to do, nothing is beneath us. We have this kind of servant attitude worked in us, many times, by those in authority over us who ask us to do things we don’t want to do. If we get a diva mind-set that says, “That is beneath me,” then pride sneaks into our hearts, and we can disqualify ourselves from a promotion God wants to give us.
With God’s perspective, I can now rejoice and thank God for every painful experience that worked greater humility in me. There have been so many times even in recent years where God has taken a painful moment and worked a deeper humility in my heart. Humility is not something we arrive at. It is an attitude of the heart that we must continually cultivate and develop. We are servants called to carry the image of Jesus on our lives for all the world to see. God gives us power so we can serve and help others. We must never forget that we are servants first, no matter what our title or position may be.
It’s amazing when you get to experience this level of humility in the lives of people who have great influence. I had the privilege of accompanying Reinhard Bonnke, one of the Lord’s leading evangelists, on a mass crusade outreach in Nigeria. This general has led millions of people to faith in Christ all across Africa. I’ll never forget the time I spent with him. Each morning around ten of us would gather together for devotions and prayer. Reinhard would share the word with us and eat breakfast with us at the table. At night, after standing before hundreds of thousands of people, he would sit with us in his undershirt and just talk and laugh. He has a great sense of humor. I asked him if he travels with ministry bodyguards. He laughed and said, “No. I don’t have any bodyguards. I just travel with my team.” There were about five people from his team with him.
One night, just before he was to preach at the crusade, he turned to the young man he was raising up as an evangelist and said, “Daniel, you take the meeting tonight. I am going to go back to my room.” He handed his platform over to this young man—a platform that took him years to build, not to mention the million dollars invested in putting such an outreach together. He later told us, “I have to pass the baton. I have to raise up the next generation to take my place.” I was semi-stunned by his statement. I had heard a lot of ministers talk about how it’s important to raise others up, but rarely have I ever seen one give his platform to a younger, less experienced leader to help empower and release them into their call. This was true humility at its finest—no fear, no insecurity, no competition. I believe it’s this very heart attitude that has enabled Reinhard Bonnke to reach and sustain what God has given him. But even more than that, it has empowered him to multiply himself in others, leaving a legacy behind him that will far outlast even his own life. What a testimony to the power of humility!
The Release of God’s Favor
Not everyone gets to experience leaders with this heart. But God uses the difficult moments for a purpose. The painful circumstances and surroundings that I experienced as a young minister soon positioned me in places where God’s favor opened up new doors of opportunity leading me into my destiny. With each step of faith God unraveled His divine plan for me. No matter what happened, I never allowed bitterness or resentment into my heart. I kept my heart clear. I remained humble. I took every beating with a smile. Sure, I had to work through the pain, but I never let it taint my attitude or spirit. This was vital if I was to fulfill my assignment from God. The only thing that can disqualify you from God’s blessing is if you allow anger or resentment to defile your heart and short-circuit God’s higher plan.
The secret is staying planted by the well, as Joseph did. The well is our secret source of power. It’s God’s presence and anointing. As long as we stay connected to our source, no matter what surrounds our life, our branches will keep growing until we go right over the walls that are around us! In other words, you will be fruitful in your call, fruitful in your purpose no matter what man tries to do. Nothing can hold you back when God’s hand is upon you. You will be fruitful and experience the life of power God has for you no matter what other people say or do. In fact, it may just be the negative things they do to you that propel you right into God’s blessings! “What? Did I just read that?” Yes, you did. The very things people do to hurt you will be the very things that God uses to maneuver you into your life’s purpose. But in order for that to happen, you have to really grasp the power of having the right perspective.
Getting a Higher Perspective
It is important to live each day with a positive perspective. It is not wise to pretend problems do not exist, but it is wise to look beyond the problem to the possibilities that are in it. When Goliath came against the Israelites, the soldiers all thought, “He’s so big, we can never kill him.” But David looked at the same giant and thought, “He’s so big, I can’t miss him.”1

—DR. DALE E. TURNER
Psalm 105 talks about what Joseph had to walk through. It shows us that God’s perspective can be completely opposite to man’s perspective. The circumstances may be the same, but God knows the end result.
Psalm 105:17–22 states, “He sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was sold as a servant. His feet they hurt with fetters; he was laid in chains of iron and his soul entered into the iron, until his word [to his cruel brothers] came true, until the word of the Lord tried and tested him. The king sent and loosed him, even the ruler of the peoples, and let him go free. He made Joseph lord of his house and ruler of all his substance, to bind his princes at his pleasure and teach his elders wisdom.”
Verse 17 explains it all. “He sent a man...who was sold as a servant.” From the earthly perspective Joseph was sold into slavery. He was abused and mistreated by his brothers. They were so jealous they wanted to kill him. They sold him as a slave so his destiny could never be fulfilled. They tried to destroy him. This was man’s perspective. It seemed as if the actions of Joseph’s brothers were causing the exact opposite thing to happen than what God had spoken. From the earthly perspective man was destroying Joseph’s dreams and destiny.
God saw things very differently. Joseph was not just a man being sold into slavery. He was a man being sent by God. Man’s viewpoint said, “Sold”; God’s viewpoint said, “Sent”—same situation, different interpretation. The problem is, God does not always send us the way we think He should. But Joseph needed to be divinely positioned by God so that at the right moment he could be promoted to his place of destiny. God knew that the best way for Joseph to get near the king was to be placed in the dungeon where he would meet the chief butler. It would be this one connection that would bring Joseph from the dungeon to the palace. But Joseph had to be in the dungeon to make this connection!
The entire time, even when man couldn’t see it, God’s hand was at work to position Joseph exactly where he needed to be to fulfill the dream. God even used Joseph’s brothers’ ungodliness to fulfill His purposes. Each painful experience pushed Joseph closer to his divine assignment. Each act of betrayal and accusation caused Joseph to be divinely positioned by God. Then when the right moment had arrived, God shut off all the revelation in the land. No one could interpret Pharaoh’s dream—no one but Joseph, that is. This is what God was doing all along. Then in one single moment of breakthrough, Joseph was promoted to the top!
Bird’s-Eye Perspective of Training
As a new baby eaglet grows in size, at some point it becomes time to fly. The parents encourage the eaglet by flapping their wings above the nest. If that doesn’t work, the parents entice the young eagle to fly by holding food just out of reach. While these young eagles have a natural-born instinct to fly, they must still practice to gain strength. While in the nest young eagles will flap their wings and at times become slightly airborne. They learn how to fly by watching their parents. Soon baby fat turns into muscle, and they become more agile. With a need to fulfill their hunger, eventually they will catch an updraft of wind and take their first soaring flight.2
We really learn from this that God will allow our circumstances to get uncomfortable so we become motivated to fly. In the same way a baby eagle is motivated to fly due to the discomfort of hunger, God will use uncomfortable circumstances to encourage us into our destiny, even if it is the scariest thing in the world. Before I launched out into evangelistic ministry, God had given me a vision of an eagle getting launched out of the nest like a rocket. I knew my time was coming. But I was still scared to make the transition into the unknown. God had to make my surroundings uncomfortable in order to propel me into a greater destiny. As they say in Jamaica, “No problem, mon!” It’s all perspective.
Somewhere along his journey Joseph obtained the bird’s-eye view for his life. In Genesis 50:20, he said to his brothers who had tried to destroy him, “As for you, you thought evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring about that many people should be kept alive, as they are this day.”
Somewhere along his painful journey Joseph got a glimpse of God’s higher perspective. (See Genesis 45:5–8.) He realized that every bad thing that happened to him along the way served the purposes of God in getting him where he needed to be to fulfill his divine assignment.
You must realize that every trial you have had to face, every time you were mistreated by others, falsely accused, rejected, abused, pushed down, criticized, all of these things have served to maneuver you into the proper position to get you to where God needed you to be so you could fulfill His will for your life. Often during the process it’s difficult to see God’s hand at work. It’s usually not until afterward that you realize what God was up to.
I want to encourage you to stay planted by the well even before you can fully see God’s purposes. As you worship and wait on God, He can reveal to you His hidden plan. But even if you can’t see the full picture, keeping a good attitude and a pure heart will be essential if you want to fulfill your kingdom assignment.
Joseph had obtained God’s perspective. That’s why he could love, forgive, and bless those who mistreated him. He was able to turn around and thank them for what they did because he realized it had to happen to bring him to his destiny. That’s why you also can rejoice when you fall into various trials. That’s why you can get happy when people mistreat you. God is using them to get you somewhere. Don’t let your pain destroy you. Let it propel you!
Life After Death
Brandi’s father was an abusive and violent man. With a criminal record and more than twenty DWIs/DUIs, he would violently abuse Brandi’s mother, verbally and physically. In an effort to cause her to miscarry while pregnant with Brandi, her stomach became his punching bag. Brandi was aborted by her mother and father on September 12, 1983. She was given the ultimate stamp of rejection as a sentence of death was imposed upon her in the womb. She was burned alive by a saline abortion at twenty-one weeks in the womb. As she lay there lifeless, to everyone’s shock her arm shot up. She was still alive! She survived and was further spared from infanticide.
As a result of what she went through while in the womb, she struggles with physical handicaps today. In school she was teased and picked on by the other kids because of her differences. She never received love or support from either her mom or dad. Brandi’s mom would tell her that she wished the abortion had been successful.
But Brandi made a choice. She chose to forgive and not let shame, embarrassment, or her physical disabilities silence the voice God had given her. What was intended for her destruction had only served to make her stronger. God has enabled her to rise above her physical challenges and overcome them with her testimony. She lives not only as a survivor but also as a hero, championing the cause for the unborn and those with physical handicaps.
On May 19, 2010, as a result of Brandi’s testimony, a law was passed by the Louisiana state senate requiring doctors performing abortions to do a pre-abortion ultrasound and give the mother the choice to see the ultrasound image or a printout. Now pregnant women can make an informed “choice.” Brandi’s life is having a profound effect on natural laws, and as a result, lives are being saved. Make the choice, like Brandi, to turn your stumbling blocks into stepping-stones of purpose and destiny.3
The Perfect Storm
The eagle uses the winds of a storm to propel itself higher and higher. As it effortlessly soars, it can rest its wings and preserve energy. While other birds are hiding in the trees, the eagle is soaring to a new height. In the same way, you can never waste a good trial. Don’t hide; fly!
Consider it wholly joyful, my brethren, whenever you are enveloped in or encounter trials of any sort or fall into var ious temptations. Be assured and understand that the trial and proving of your faith bring out endurance and stead fastness and patience. But let endurance and steadfastness and patience have full play and do a thorough work, so that you may be [people] perfectly and fully developed [with no defects], lacking in nothing.

—JAMES 1:2–4
When you endure through trials, God is working in you to remove all your defects. He’s bringing you to a place of spiritual maturity so you can have the best life possible. So when it looks like everything is going wrong, get happy! Rejoice! Not only is God working out His amazing plan for you, but also in the process He is refining you so that when you get to where you are going, you will have the heart you need to stay there. God’s ultimate goal isn’t just what you will do for Him. It’s who you will become. His goal is to make you fruitful. Having the right perspective will give you the power to produce abundant fruit. It’s this fruit that will empower you to fulfill your purpose.
Joseph fulfilled his assignment from God and saved a nation. Man sold him, but God sent him. The same happened with Jesus. He was betrayed for thirty pieces of silver and sold by Judas to the Pharisees. Jesus was sold by man but sent by God—sent to save the world from their sin. Joseph was sent to save his nation from famine. As a result Joseph was able to preserve a remnant in the earth called Israel through which the Savior would be born to ultimately save the world, which actually makes the story of Joseph much bigger than Joseph and his brothers. God’s plan for you is much bigger than you realize.
Fulfilling Your Ultimate Destiny
When you read about the life of Joseph, you see that success is not just about what we accomplish for God during the time He gives us. It’s not just about what we do. The true mark of success is actually who we become in the process of walking out our journey.
In Genesis 49:22–26, not only did Jacob talk about Joseph’s trials and sufferings that he had to endure and the blessings he would receive from God, but he also talked about Joseph’s fruitfulness. Joseph was not one who could be contained. He would expand and multiply under the blessings of God. In the process of everything he had to walk through, he became fruitful. What does that mean? Did it mean he liked to eat fruit? No. It meant that his life produced the nature, character, and heart of God. It meant that he did what was right even when it was hard. He believed God when things looked hopeless. He refused to let bitterness and resentment rob his destiny. He refused to let his pain and wounds defeat him. He refused to take vengeance on his enemies even when he had the power to.
You see, God’s destiny was to entrust Joseph with great power and influence. But God needed to know that he could trust Joseph with that power and that it would be used correctly. So He allowed Joseph to be tested to see how he would react and respond. God’s Word tested Joseph. Joseph kept his heart clean and free. When God’s perfect timing came, Joseph in a moment was catapulted into God’s blessing and purpose. And his heart was in the right place at the right time so nothing could hinder what God wanted to do through him. He was a fruitful bough. Joseph was able to fulfill his divine assignment and use his power correctly because he had God’s perspective. This perspective empowered Joseph to love and forgive, realizing God was working everything for his good.
One thing I want you to understand. No matter what man does to you or doesn’t do for you...no matter what your circumstances say to you...absolutely nothing can keep you from the abundant life God has for you as long as you choose to walk in love and forgiveness because you see your life from God’s perspective. Not only did Joseph succeed in accomplishing great things, saving the nation during a time of famine, and rescuing his own family from peril, but he also fulfilled God’s ultimate destiny for him and became fruitful. He walked in perseverance, love, forgiveness, grace, and mercy. This is what God was looking for the whole time. Joseph finished his race strong and became all God destined him to be.
You will realize one day, if you haven’t already, that many of life’s pains are blessings in disguise. I remember when I could no longer remain on staff as a pastor because God was calling me into travel ministry. While I wanted to do both, God had other plans—better plans. I remember when another minister said to me, “Matt, one day you will be really thankful for this.” I thought to myself at that time, “Yeah, right. I’m losing everything—my church family, spiritual home, and ministry.” I was actually semi-traumatized by the whole thing and had to fight off depression for about six months after my transition. I didn’t feel too thankful at the time. But looking back now, I realize that was exactly what needed to happen for me to have the freedom to run the race God had set before me. Anything less would not have been God’s perfect will for me. And because I kept my heart free from any trace of offense and honored God’s authorities and those He placed in my life, nothing could stop God’s blessings.
Always remember this. Though the enemy may have a plan and an assignment to bring pain and destruction into your life, God’s assignment is always greater. When you submit to God, keep a pure heart, and worship Him even in your brokenness, God will grant to you His heavenly perspective, allowing you to enjoy your journey a whole lot more and experience His resurrection power every day of your life. Just as Joseph was released from the prison, you too will be released into every good thing God has for you. Don’t waste a good trial, and never let the enemy steal your praise!


CHAPTER 9
The Power of Perseverance
Mission Possible 

I
REMEMBER WATCHING THE television show Get Smart  as a kid. It was my favorite detective show. Agent 86 was always faced with insurmountable challenges that he had to overcome.
Much like Agent 86, you are God’s secret agent, and your assignment is to save the world from chaos. Should you choose to accept this assignment, you may face some of the hardest challenges of your life. But God will provide you with the secret weapon you need to accomplish this task.
Living an extraordinary life filled with God’s power does not mean life will always be easy and trial free. Life is filled with its ups and downs. The up times are great, but it’s what we do with the down times that will really determine our ultimate destination. If we can learn the power found within our secret weapon, perseverance, nothing will be able to hold us down or keep us back from fulfilling God’s assignments for us.
Jane lay there stunned as her husband strained for his last few breaths of air. Just hours before everything was picture perfect. She was in the house relaxing from her day at work. Dan was in the garage working on some odd jobs. It was a warm summer day. The sun was shining, and the birds were chirping. The kids could be heard playing in the sprinklers on the side of the house. Laughter filled the air. Then suddenly, an uneasy feeling hit Jane in the pit of her stomach. She didn’t know why. She stood up from the couch and walked to the window to check on the kids. They were laughing and playing without a care in the world. She took a deep breath and sat back down on the couch, but the feeling wouldn’t leave her. Some time passed. Suddenly, the thought of Dan popped into her mind. She walked out the front door toward the garage area. All seemed quiet and serene. When she turned the corner toward the garage, she called out his name. “Dan?” Nothing. Just silence. Then her eye caught a glimpse of Dan’s arm. As her eyes came into focus, she realized Dan was lying on the garage floor. She ran over to him, calling out his name. As she knelt down next to him, she picked up his head and held him in her arms. With tears streaming down her face, Dan gasped his last few breaths of air. Then he was gone. Gone. Leaving a wife and two small children behind. Leaving a gaping hole of loss and pain. This scenario of loss can be played out many different ways. Life does not always go the way we plan. What do we do when life throws us a curve ball? We must keep on swinging. It’s only over if you quit and give up. I found out early on that you cannot always control your circumstances. Unfortunately, however, you can let your circumstances control you—and many people do. They are driven by the fleeting emotions of their soul based on what life dictates to them to feel.
But when God gives us His strength and power, He enables us to rise above the greatest adversity. Rather than being helpless victims, we become fearless warriors who can rise successfully to every challenge. Perseverance is one of the greatest keys to living an incredible, super-abounding life. Perseverance is what will get you to your ultimate life’s goals and enable you to release the hero within.
Never Give Up!
“Never give up! Never, never, never, never give up!” These words resound in my heart and mind to this very day. Quoting the timeless words of Winston Churchill, Dr. Benjamin Crandall, the president of the Bible college I attended, thundered these words during my ordination service into ministry. They have been a light to my path ever since. I have found along the way that life is dotted with many tempting parking places. It’s easy to settle down in a comfort zone. It takes courage and strength of spirit to keep going.
A dear friend, spiritual father, mentor, and champion of the faith, James Goll, had to walk through an extremely difficult trial. Sometimes we think that if we are living right and serving God, life will always be perfect. Well, we quickly discover that life is not perfect, and at times the Lord allows us to walk through some very difficult things. But one thing is for sure; God will always turn it for our good and work His perfect plan in the process.
James and his wife, Michal Ann, persevered through a fierce battle with cancer. They were both afflicted at the same time. She never stopped believing or trusting God, and neither did he. During worship at a conference someone walked up to him and handed him a card in a blue envelope and said, “This is a word to you from your wife.” He opened it up real quick and read the outside of the card. “Never, never, never, never give up. Winston Churchill.” He put it back inside the envelope, never reading the note on the inside, and stuck it into his Bible.
By the time he returned home from his meetings, his wife had already fallen into a very deep sleep on the verge of death. He had one last night to spend with his beloved. Their health-care giver stepped outside their room, and he got to spend the night alone with his wife. In the middle of the night, at 3:30 a.m., he got up and knelt by her bedside. He laid his head on her chest and said, “Honey, if you’ve got one last word for me, I really want to hear it.” He prayed for her and gave her to Jesus. As he wept over her and gave her back to the Lord, he watched over the next four hours as her body just slowly unwound. He was there as she left her body to be with the Lord in heaven.
After walking through all the funeral services with friends and family, three weeks later he found himself ministering in Korea. Although it was a very difficult time, he was fulfilling a commitment he had made to minister. While he was there, one night he dreamed about the card someone had given him before she passed and relived the moment. He realized that he never read the inside of the card. What did it say?
The outside of the card was a word to all of us. The inside was her word to him and their four children. The outside read, “Never, never, never, never give up.” The inside read, “I’ll never, never, never stop cheering for you.” Those were her last words to her beloved husband. No matter whether she was here on earth or in heaven, she would always be cheering for him. He would never forget those last words of encouragement.
Soon after James’s wife passed, he was declared cancer free. He was healed on this side of eternity; Michal Ann was healed on the other.1
No matter what our circumstances are...no matter what difficulties we face...God wants to help us finish our race to the end. We must never give up! Just as Michal Ann would always cheer for her husband, God is always cheering for us. You are on the winning side, and you must never forget that.
I love what Franklin D. Roosevelt once said: “When you come to the end of your rope, tie a knot and hang on.”2
Many great men and women in history faced extreme trials, setbacks, and disappointments along their life’s journeys. They endured the hurtful criticisms of others. They had to hold on to their faith and trust their heart even when others said they would be nothing and would go nowhere. Some of the most seemingly insignificant people accomplished the most amazing things because of one thing: perseverance! They refused to give up no matter how hard it got. No matter how many times they failed, failure didn’t defeat them. Mistakes didn’t stop them. The quality of perseverance they possessed enabled them to turn life’s negatives into stepping-stones of radical achievement.
When, God? When?
When you are a person with a big vision, it can be challenging when things don’t move as quickly as you want them to. My first five years of ministry were spent as an assistant pastor. I had various functions, including counting the offerings, doing hospital visitations, and watching over the children’s programs, among other things. As time went on God began to give me a vision of stadiums filled with people being healed by the miraculous power of God. But the outlets where I was were very limited for this vision. I had rare opportunities to preach, and my full potential remained in a very confined place, much like David in the cave of Adullam.
Life can feel that way when you have a vision with no expression or outlet. This is where perseverance becomes crucial to get you through the in-between times. The in-between time is the time between the inception of your vision and its fulfillment. It’s where all the testing and trials happen along the way. A lot can happen during that time, both good and bad. But one thing is for certain, God will use it all for your good to fulfill His purposes for your life.
One day I heard of a young evangelist being used by God in spectacular ways. He had a flourishing ministry of miracles, and his name was everywhere. I can remember reading a report of what God was doing through him. It’s not always an encouragement to your flesh when you are believing God for great things in your own life and you see someone else being extravagantly blessed while you apparently have nothing. It’s really just one big test.
I flopped my body on the couch and sat there having a party, a pity party. Why, God? Why? When, God? When? I was so discouraged. Why was God blessing him and not me? It didn’t seem fair. Well, life is not always fair, and we don’t always get what we want when we want it. But if we can learn to rejoice when others are blessed, our time will come. I have really learned this through experience. We waste so much time getting discouraged over other people’s success and blessing, we can’t enjoy our own journey in God. It really is true. When God sees us getting happy for someone else, He eventually pours out His blessings on us.
I soon got a grip of myself and began to thank God that He had a plan for me. I had a vision from God and was determined to see it happen. As I persevered and walked step by step in obedience to God, He began to open the right doors for me, put me in the right place at the right time, and made a way where there was no way. Now, years later, God has given me a thriving ministry that was birthed by a vision and walked out with perseverance. I learned a valuable lesson. Refuse to compare yourself with what is happening to others. Rejoice in their blessing, and your time will come.
The key? When things looked hard, I never quit. When doors didn’t open fast enough, I kept knocking. When crowds were small, I kept preaching. When people didn’t get healed, I kept praying. My perseverance paid off. Now, we have seen thousands healed by God’s power. God gives us the power to persevere, and it’s that perseverance that sees the power of God released and the promises of God brought to fulfillment.
I’ve learned this simple lesson while trying to open the front door of my house in the dark. It’s often the last key on the key ring that opens the lock. Sometimes you can’t completely see how to open the door that’s in front of you, but if you keep trying, eventually your perseverance will pay off.
Cross Your Mountain One Pebble at a Time
You don’t have to be perfect all the time to reach your destiny. You just have to persevere. No matter what comes your way, you can never give up.
Somebody once said, “Nobody trips over mountains. It is the small pebble that causes you to stumble. Pass all the pebbles in your path, and you will find you have crossed the mountain.” It’s the little things that can try to discourage you along the way.
Paul said at the end of his life in 2 Timothy 4:7, “I have fought the good (worthy, honorable, and noble) fight, I have finished the race, I have kept (firmly held) the faith.”
Sometimes life is a fight. If you simply make the choice to not give up when it gets hard, you will make it through to your finish line. Remember the source of your strength. In yourself at times you will feel weak and tired. You may even feel worn out on the inside. The best thing to do when you feel this way is to get before God in prayer and allow Him to strengthen you with His Word and His presence. This is how we make it day by day. This is how you finish your race, one prayer at a time.
Perseverance will enable you to finish strong. It’s not just about how you start. It’s also about how you finish. A lot of people have no problem starting something. But show me someone who has seen it through to the finish, and I will show you someone who understands what it means to be a champion.
After Fred Astaire’s first screen test, the memo from the testing director of MGM, dated 1933, read, “Can’t act. Can’t sing. Slightly bald. Can dance a little.” He kept that memo over the fireplace in his Beverly Hills home. Astaire once observed, “When you’re experimenting, you have to try so many things before you choose what you want, that you may go days getting nothing but exhaustion.” And here is the reward for perseverance: “The higher up you go, the more mistakes you are allowed. Right at the top, if you make enough of them, it’s considered to be your style.”3
Many people start well, but somewhere along the way they lose sight of God and sight of their goal. They lose sight of themselves and of the values and principles that got them to where they are today. When you lose sight of what’s right and you let your convictions slip, it’s easy to walk down a detoured path that will miss God’s final destination for your life. Don’t get detoured. Finish what you start.
One of the activities I remember the most growing up was our family hiking excursions. My dad would take my mom and me out into the wilderness for days with just a backpack on our backs and canteens on our sides. We would hike deep into the mountain forest and traverse up and down over rugged terrain. Usually it was a fun and exciting adventure, but there was one trip I will never forget. I should have known better when I saw the name of the trail: SUFFRIN. Sounds a lot like suffering, doesn’t it? Well, that’s exactly what I thought just a day into it.
It was mid-July in New York, and it was hot and humid—not the ideal time to carry a fifty-pound pack on your back for eight hours a day, walking miles in the blistering heat. But thankfully my dad had a map! And on that map were the markings of where all the water wells were supposed to be, so we could refill our canteens. Each time we came to a water well, it was dried up from the summer heat. No water! Two days into the hike, there was no way we could turn around. We had to keep moving forward.
Leading out in the hike, I was following the little blue marks laid out for us on the trees, when suddenly the markers disappeared. Where did they go? I looked left, right, forward, backward. No markers. I was sure we didn’t take a detour. I was being very careful to stay on course. The only way left to look was up. We looked on the map and noticed that the trail my dad had brought us on was an advanced trail for serious hikers. We did not fit that category! No ropes and cables here, folks; just hiking boots and backpacks. Heavy backpacks.
Realizing the only way to go was up, we started on our climb with fifty pounds on our backs pulling us away from the wall. About halfway up I decided I would check out our progress. I don’t recommend this to anyone at home. The second I saw the tops of the trees below my feet, I was struck with panic and fear. I froze, clinging to the side of the mountain. As terror seized my heart, I let out a guttural scream. My mom became so nervous she went hysterical laughing. We have this little problem in our family. Nervousness makes us laugh. I inherited this wonderful trait from my mother. My dad, on the other hand, definitely does not possess this trait. He let out a few choice words. The more he yelled, the more we laughed. There we were clinging to the side of the mountain, my mom and me laughing hysterically, and my dad yelling beneath us. I began to plead the blood of Jesus and call on the angels to surround us. My mom said, “Matt, I’m sticking with you!”
I soon overcame my fear and dread and slowly continued to climb upward. We made it all the way to the top ledge. One by one we managed to hoist our bodies over the ledge to the flat ground above. I literally kissed the ground. I will never forget that journey. In fact, I don’t think we went back to the Suffrin trail ever again! My motto is, “If suffering can be avoided, then avoid it!”
We know in life we don’t always have the luxury of choosing what path we walk on. Sometimes we find ourselves climbing a mountain precipice wondering if we have what it takes to make it to the top. Other times we find ourselves in a deep ravine. This is where the power of perseverance comes into play. Without perseverance we’ll never make it successfully to the end of our journey. We might not like where those little blue markers take us, but here are some important lessons we can learn from my journey through Suffrin.
1. Never look back over your shoulder. Keep looking in the direction you are supposed to be going. This will decrease your chances of falling (Gen. 19:26).

2. Calm yourself, and remember that you are covered by God (Ps. 91:4).

3. No matter how bleak a situation may look, there is always hope if you persevere and refuse to give up (Prov. 23:18).

4. God will give you wisdom and the tools you need to overcome in every situation (Acts 17:11).

5. You must make up your mind that you are never going back to where you came from. You must choose to continue to press on to high mark and prize of God (Phil. 3:14).

6. There may be moments of testing and trial you go through, but there is always an end in sight. Your situation is temporary (Ps. 30:5).

7. Never let fear stop you. Fix your mind on things above, and God will give you the courage to keep pressing forward to your final destination (Col. 3:2–3).

8. Life may go in directions you never expected, and you might feel you don’t have the strength to go on. Remember, when you are weak, He is strong in you (2 Cor. 12:10).

9. Never forget to laugh. Even in the most perilous of circumstances, the joy of the Lord is your strength. If I fell laughing, at least I would have died happy (Neh. 8:10).

Passing Through the Place of Contention
It is possible for you to press through to a place of breakthrough, if you don’t give up. I call this passing through the place of contention. Usually right before your greatest breakthrough is the greatest battle. I saw this in the life of our family just before my mom received her healing. On her way to the church for a healing service, she could hardly get out of bed, but she forced herself to do so. And that night she was healed!
If you feel spiritual pressure on every side, and if you feel like you are facing the greatest warfare of your life, hold on! Your breakthrough is just ahead of you. It’s right at the door.
We see this principle throughout the Bible. Before Isaac could go to a new level of fruitfulness in his land of inheritance, he faced this place of contention. In Genesis 26 we see that when Isaac sowed into his land of inheritance, God greatly blessed and increased him. Yet even with all of the blessing and increase he had, God still had more for him. God wanted to make him even more fruitful. And God wants to do the same for you. He wants to bring you from glory, to glory, to glory!
The enemy contested Isaac’s increase. When you are about to go to your next level of promotion, you will have to face this spiritual contest head-on. The enemy is not going to roll out the red carpet for you to come in and take over. As Isaac continued to dig wells in his land, the Philistines contested it. The first well was called Esek, meaning contention. The second well was called Sitnah, meaning enmity. But Isaac refused to give up. He knew the land was his. The third well they called Rehoboth, meaning room. God helped Isaac break through the contention and made room for him to be fruitful in the land. As he pressed through and didn’t give up, his fruitfulness increased. And so will yours.
Use Your Secret Weapon Wisely
So, you made it through to the end, and this chapter has not self-destructed! You are well on your way.
As you continue on with your mission to fulfill your future assignments from God, use your secret weapon wisely. Perseverance is your key to overcome the obstacles that may lie ahead. You can do it. I believe you can, and so does God. He’s the best partner in crime fighting there is. Together, you can save the world.


CHAPTER 10
The Power of Vision
Pulling Your Future Into Your Now 

AS GOD EMPOWERS you by His grace to deal with the issues of your past and to persevere through every difficult and trying situation, He doesn’t just bring you out of something, but He brings you into something. He brings you out of your past so you can enter into your future. You enter into your destiny through the power of vision. Vision will cause you to move beyond every label someone has put on you, every pain you have had to endure, and every injustice you have had to face. Vision will empower you to accelerate through your now moment into your future purpose and calling.
Get ready to dream big! God wants you to have a vision way bigger than yourself. It should be something impossible for you to achieve on your own. He really wants to be glorified through what He accomplishes in and through your life. The more impossible it is, the more glory He will get.
Michelangelo, an Italian Renaissance painter, among other things, created two of the most influential paintings in the history of Western art. These included scenes from Genesis on the ceiling and images of the Last Judgment on the wall of the Sistine Chapel in Rome. Michelangelo once said, “The greatest danger for most of us is not that our aim is too high and we miss it, but that it is too low and we reach it.”1 He understood something about having vision that lifted you above your own abilities.
Vision is so vital for you to fully move into all God has for you. The direction you look in will determine your path in life. Some people get stuck in the quagmire of their past. They only focus on the negative things in life. They focus on everything they don’t like and on what everyone else is doing wrong. They focus on their own limitations, weaknesses, and inabilities. Their focus is more on the actions of others, their own natural circumstances, or why they can’t move forward into the place God is wanting to bring them. They always have an excuse for why their life is going in circles repeating the same old patterns.
To really live every day to the fullest, life must be filled with vision, God’s vision. Vision produces a sense of purpose. It is the driving force behind what we do. Without a vision, people perish (Prov. 29:18). Vision causes you to advance forward and accomplish God’s will for your life. Vision is all about how you see your future. All great accomplishments and achievements start with a vision and a dream. Vision will empower you to be a world changer and nation shaker. Vision enables you to see beyond the limitations and empowers you to achieve the impossible.
Vision is having the ability to see what God sees for your life. When you see beyond the obvious, your eyes are open to see the potential of who you can be and what you can accomplish.
Vision Comes in Stages
Many times vision comes in stages. God often reveals His plan to us one step at a time. When I was in college studying to become a doctor, God revealed His will to me that He had called me to vocational ministry, but I had no details. He gave me a vision that would lead my life in a certain direction, but like Abram, I didn’t fully know where I was going. As I obeyed Him each step of the way, His vision continued to unfold.
From that place of revelation God showed me to go to Bible school to be prepared and trained for ministry and to get a strong foundation in God’s Word. After four years of intensive Bible study, God then revealed to me that I would become a pastor on staff at my local church. After four years of pastoring and gaining more knowledge and experience in ministry, God then began to give me a vision for miracles and salvation for the lost. With this vision came a new desire to travel and preach God’s Word and see His power released on the masses. It was this vision that brought direction to my steps and led me right into my future.
Vision Requires Risk
Vision is a great thing to have. But if all you have is vision, then at best what you may have is a glorified daydream. Thomas Edison, the inventor of the lightbulb, said it this way: “Vision without execution is hallucination.”2
Vision cannot remain alone. It must be accompanied by action. The greatest vision killer is procrastination. How many times does God place something in our hearts, only for us to just sit on it? There comes a time in every great visionary’s life that action must be added to their vision. I have always found that when I take steps of faith in response to what God has placed in my heart, my action releases the hand of God to begin to open doors for me that would have otherwise remained shut.
When God spoke to me to launch out into traveling ministry, I had no open doors at all. I just had a vision from God. But God was faithful to confirm His will to me in several significant ways. This gave me the courage I needed to take the necessary risks. I had to make the choice to leave my comfort zone. In order to begin traveling in ministry, I had to lay down my position as an assistant pastor. I had to leave everything behind, including my paycheck. That can be a very scary thing. My vision propelled me forward into my destiny, but along the way I had to be willing to take risks.
I was able to take those risks for several reasons. First, God had clearly spoken to me and confirmed His word through the counsel of several other leaders in my life. So my steps were not in presumption; they were in obedience and faith. I could also take these risks because of my firm confidence and trust in God. I knew God had always taken care of me and that if I was in His will, everything would work out according to His perfect plan.
During my last week of pastoring, I still had no open doors to preach on the road. I was at the hospital doing my last hospital visitation as a pastor. As I was walking through the foyer on my way out to my car, I walked right into another local pastor from the area. I had only met him once three years earlier, but he remembered me. He greeted me and asked, “So, Brother Matt, how are you doing? What’s new?” After a little small talk I shared with him, “Well, pastor, I am traveling on the road now in ministry.” It was my confession of faith. He looked straight at me and said, “I would like for you to come and preach at my church. Please call my secretary, and we will set a date. When are you available?” I said, “Next week.” That was my first open door as an evangelist. God has continued to open doors for me ever since.
I have learned that when one door closes, God always has a better door waiting for you. Alexander Graham Bell once said, “When one door closes, another opens, but we so often look upon the closed door that we do not see the one that has opened for us.”3 It’s so important that we don’t miss God’s opportunities by focusing too much on what we feel we have lost.
What is so wonderful about vision is that it will empower you to endure the process you have to walk through to get to where God is bringing you. The road is not always easy, and vision will keep you moving when it gets difficult. Even with Jesus, it was for the joy set before Him that He could endure the cross. The vision within His heart for humanity being reconciled back to God gave Him the strength He needed to fulfill God’s purpose for His life. Vision will keep you moving in the right direction and will give you the passion to make needed sacrifices along the way.
Where Are You Looking?
There will be seasons in your life where you have to look back in order to move forward. There will be times you will have to face your past with all of its pain and ugliness, but you can’t stay there forever. God doesn’t want you to get stuck. As God was harnessing His power in my own life and preparing me to be a vessel that would touch the world, I went through some very intense seasons of introspection where God was dealing with some painful issues from my past. But I couldn’t stay there forever. I couldn’t dwell on those negative things forever. This is the difference between a victim and an overcomer. A victim constantly dwells on what’s been done to them and why their life is messed up as a result. An overcomer faces pain head-on, works through it, and then moves on. A victor eventually refocuses their vision not on where they were or even on where they are right now. An overcomer begins to look forward to where they are going and how God is going to gloriously use everything for good in their life.
In Genesis 13:14–15 God instructed Abraham, “Lift up now your eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward; for all the land which you see I will give to you and to your posterity forever.”
Abraham had to look from where he was to where God was bringing him. He had to get his eyes off his present moment, location, and circumstance, and he had to see where he was going. Your destiny is determined by what you can see. My question to you is, what do you see?
Abraham would be reminded every night of his destiny in God. In Genesis 15 God brought Abraham outside and told him to count the stars. He said, “So shall your descendants be” (v. 5). Abraham believed and trusted God’s words. He had a continual reminder that no matter what his present moment looked like, this was where he was going. He would be the father of multitudes. Every time he looked up and saw the stars, he saw his future.
You Multiply What You Look At
We find a phenomenal illustration from the life of Jacob that shows what you focus on will multiply in your life. In Genesis 30:25–43, we read the story of how Jacob is ready to move away from his father-in-law, Laban, and start his own life. But Laban resists his going and asks Jacob what he can pay him. Jacob asks for Laban to give him the speckled and spotted animals from his flock as his wages. Laban agrees, but later that same day he removes all the spotted animals from his flocks so Jacob couldn’t get them.
But God gives Jacob supernatural wisdom. This is what he does. “But Jacob took fresh rods of poplar and almond and plane trees and peeled white streaks in them, exposing the white in the rods. Then he set the rods which he had peeled in front of the flocks in the watering troughs where the flocks came to drink. And since they bred and conceived when they came to drink, the flocks bred and conceived in sight of the rods and brought forth lambs and kids streaked, speckled, and spotted” (Gen. 30:37–39).
The story goes on to say, in Genesis 30:41–43, “And whenever the stronger animals were breeding, Jacob laid the rods in the watering troughs before the eyes of the flock, that they might breed and conceive among the rods. But when the sheep and goats were feeble, he omitted putting the rods there; so the feebler animals were Laban’s and the stronger Jacob’s. Thus the man increased and became exceedingly rich, and had many sheep and goats, and maidservants, menservants, camels, and donkeys.”
The flocks birthed and multiplied what they looked at. When they looked at the speckled tree branches, they gave birth to spotted lambs. The principle is simple. We multiply in our lives what we set our vision on. If we set our eyes on the good promises and purposes of God, that is what will be multiplied in our lives. If we focus on the negative, we will multiply the negative. It really is true. The more you dwell on the negative things in life, the more depressed you become and the more you move in a negative direction. Dwelling on your own weaknesses magnifies them. Dwelling on the wrong things others have done to you magnifies and multiplies offense and anger in your heart. Dwelling too long on your wounded past multiplies a victim mentality and feelings of defeat. As you choose to focus on God’s vision, you will see His promises multiplied in your life.
When I was young, I said to God, “God, tell me the mys tery of the universe.” But God answered, “That knowledge is for Me alone.” So I said, “God, tell me the mystery of the peanut.” Then God said, “Well, George, that’s more nearly your size.”4

—GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER
George Washington Carver, a devoted Christian, grew up as a slave in Missouri in 1864. His life exemplifies the power of God-given vision. I remember reading a story about Dr. Carver being locked away for six days and nights in his office. When one of his students inquired about what he was doing, he replied, “We found the answer.” “We?” the student questioned. Then Carver continued to explain that he was never alone in that lab for a moment. God was with him the whole time. God had revealed over three hundred products from within the small peanut, including ink, ice cream, cosmetics, bread, dyes, soap, candy, sausage, oils, and so much more. Carver’s God-given vision for the peanut brought great multiplication and jobs for many in the South during a difficult time. Just like with the patriarch Jacob, God multiplied Carver’s vision.5
Pull Your Future Into Your Now
I have heard a lot of teaching on God’s timing. And for sure, there are some things that are sovereignly set in God’s timetable. But there are other things that aren’t. Many times we settle for less than what God has for us because we believe it’s just not God’s time for us to be blessed. Did you know that your vision can actually pull your future into your now—even something that has a set appointed time by God for your future? Vision not only moves you forward, but it also pulls your future into your now moment.
We see this happen when Jesus is at the wedding in Cana of Galilee. While He is there, they run out of wine. Mary, Jesus’s mother, hears this news and turns to Jesus and says, “They have no more wine.”
Why did Mary bother to tell Jesus this, as if He could do anything about it? Jesus’s response to her is almost comical. “Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come” (John 2:4, NKJV).
Basically, what Jesus was saying to her was, “Shh. Why are you telling Me this? It’s not yet My time to do a miracle. My power is not supposed to be shown yet.”
Mary’s response is even funnier: “Whatever He says to you, do it” (v. 5, NKJV).
She completely ignored Him, just as a good mom would. Mary had vision that the others did not. She saw what Jesus could do, and she could not contain it. Her vision pulled Jesus right into the manifestation of a miracle, even though it was not God’s chosen time for it.
Mary’s vision pulled something that was set for a future date right into her now moment. That is what vision will do for you. If you see it, you can have it. Vision releases faith in your heart that gives you supernatural access to God’s amazing power, now. Vision can cause you to accelerate God’s timing, bringing your future into your now. Get ready to see what God sees, releasing His power, purpose, and destiny into your life.


PART III
Releasing the Power


CHAPTER 11
The Power of Blessing
The Favor Factor 

DURING ONE OF our MSM-hosted conferences, a prophetic minister shared with me that the Lord showed him that money was being stolen from our ministry. I was surprised when he shared this with me because I was not aware of any missing money. I honestly thought that maybe he had missed it. Shortly after that our board of directors made some adjustments to our offering policies as a ministry so that whenever possible, offerings would be given directly to our ministry. It was something placed in their hearts to do. I was never aware of any issues with our offerings. Certainly money was never the reason I went into the ministry. When I first started in ministry, my weekly salary was less than three hundred dollars a week. I had that salary for years.
But something very unusual happened when we started to receive our own offerings. They doubled, tripled, and even quadrupled! I was amazed. I couldn’t understand why there was such a dramatic increase. Then it dawned on me. Could it be possible that some of the churches I had ministered at were keeping some of the offerings that had come in for our ministry? Maybe. Only God will fully know. I know many of the pastors we have become friends with over the years are men of character and integrity, and I do not believe they would ever do that. But it’s possible that at times our offerings were being skimmed.
Stolen Money
I was ministering at a church where the power of God moved in a mighty way. There was a great blessing of God’s glory and presence released in the meetings. The pastor had shared with me that during the meetings an offering would first be received for the church, and later in the meeting an offering would be received for our ministry. Normally we receive the offerings directly, but the pastor preferred processing them through the church. Since it is my heart to serve, I submitted to the pastor’s preference. I was happy with the arrangements and was glad the church would be able to cover expenses for the meeting out of the first offering. Our heart is to serve and be a blessing in every way possible.
After the meetings were over, the church gave us a check for what came in the offerings for our ministry. When I saw the amount, I thought possibly a mistake had been made or that the offerings just hadn’t been fully processed yet. I knew in my heart that probably much more had actually come in for our ministry. I was hurt and felt like my trust had been betrayed. I never imagined that the pastor would take money out of our offerings, especially since it was announced to the people that everything being given in the offering was for our ministry. My initial reaction was one of hurt and disappointment. Had I not taken control of my soul and brought it under submission to the Holy Spirit, those feelings would have soon turned to offense and possibly anger and resentment. I knew I couldn’t let my heart go there.
I had a choice to make. As I prayed and sought the Lord, He brought me to 1 Peter 3:9–11:
Never return evil for evil or insult for insult (scolding, tongue-lashing, berating), but on the contrary blessing [praying for their welfare, happiness, and protection, and truly pitying and loving them]. For know that to this you have been called, that you may yourselves inherit a blessing [from God—that you may obtain a blessing as heirs, bringing welfare and happiness and protection]. For let him who wants to enjoy life and see good days [good—whether apparent or not] keep his tongue free from evil and his lips from guile (treachery, deceit). Let him turn away from wickedness and shun it, and let him do right. Let him search for peace (harmony; undisturbedness from fears, agitating passions, and moral conflicts) and seek it eagerly. [Do not merely desire peaceful relations with God, with your fellowmen, and with yourself, but pursue, go after them!]

The revelation that God is a just and fair God hit my spirit. I realized that if I would pray and release a blessing over this pastor, it would only increase God’s blessing in my own life. I couldn’t lose.
But in order for me to be able to genuinely release God’s blessing, I had to first pray through my hurt and make the choice to forgive. I would not be able to bless if I harbored resentment in my heart.
Inherit God’s Blessings
First Peter 3:9–11 gives us a blueprint for living in the power and blessings of God. When you are scolded, tongue-lashed, insulted, and berated, don’t respond in the same evil way. Respond with blessing! How do you do that? You pray for the person’s welfare, happiness, and protection, even when they don’t deserve it. Rather than reacting in your flesh, step back, leave the room, walk away, and do whatever you have to do to remain in the Spirit so you can release blessing.
John 10:10 declares, “The thief comes only in order to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the full, till it overflows).” Jesus came to give us an abundant, overflowing life that is filled with His blessings and goodness. Jesus died so that we can really live, not just exist. True life starts when we surrender to Christ, forgive those who have hurt us, and bless those who mistreat us. The more you bless, the more you will be blessed.
To enjoy the abundant life Christ died to give you, you must be mindful of three things.


1. Always release and pray blessing over people, especially the ones hurting you the most.

2. Keep your tongue from evil. Refuse to agree with what the enemy is doing. Avoid at all cost angry, hurtful, bitter, negative, fearful, and reactionary words. Choose to line your mouth up with the Holy Spirit and with God’s Word.

3. Aggressively pursue peace. Go after peace with God, with other people, and with yourself.

Release the Power of God
One of the greatest ways we can release the power of God in our own lives and into the lives of others is through the release of blessings. When you come to faith in Christ, you are granted His power and authority to release blessings over yourself and others. What does this mean?
The word blessing can be defined as “a special favor, gift or benefit bestowed by God, thereby bringing happiness.” It also means “to protect or guard from evil, the act of invoking divine protection or aid.” Another definition is “to grant approval.”1
When we release blessings over someone, we invoke God’s supernatural favor in their lives. This authority and power to release blessing empowers us to release from God special gifts, favors, benefits, protection, and provision into the lives of those around us, as well as in our own lives.
Why Should I Bless My Enemies?
God doesn’t call us to just bless our friends or those who are good to us. He also calls us to bless our enemies. Luke 6:28 says, “Invoke blessings upon and pray for the happiness of those who curse you, implore God’s blessing (favor) upon those who abuse you [who revile, reproach, disparage, and high-handedly misuse you].”
Why would God call us to do this? Well, mainly because it represents His heart. God loves everyone, even those who hate Him. He asks us to do the same. But He is a very fair and just God. When we live in a way that pleases Him, we are rewarded for this godly behavior, both in this life and in the one to come. There are benefits to blessing those who abuse and mistreat us.
Jesus taught His disciples, “Whatever house you enter, first say, Peace be to this household! [Freedom from all the distresses that result from sin be with this family]. And if anyone [worthy] of peace and blessedness is there, the peace and blessedness you wish shall come upon him; but if not, it shall come back to you” (Luke 10:5–6).
When you release blessing over an undeserving person, it comes back upon you! Every time you do good to one of your enemies or pronounce a blessing over someone who has hurt you, you are actually releasing God’s blessings—including His favor, benefits, protection, and provision—back into your own life. God blesses those who accurately represent His nature, character, and heart.
Authority to Decree Restoration
As I was praying over the situation of money being taken out of our offering, God brought me to Proverbs 6:31: “But if he is found out, he must restore seven times [what he stole]; he must give the whole substance of his house [if necessary—to meet his fine].”
I suddenly realized that not only did I have the responsibility to forgive and the opportunity to bless, but I also had the authority to decree a sevenfold return of everything that was taken from me! As I went into prayer, I released my hurt to God, prayed a blessing over the pastor, and declared that whatever was taken out of our offering must be returned with a sevenfold increase. I knew God was bigger than my circumstances and bigger than the actions of any person. Rather than demanding that my offering be given to me, I trusted God to bring a sevenfold financial blessing into my ministry.
In my heart I chose to trust God as my ultimate provider. I realized that He sees everything, will work it all for my good, and is just and fair, but I needed to exercise my authority and lay hold of the blessing that was rightfully mine because of Christ’s finished work on the cross and because of the authority of Scripture.
As I made the sevenfold decree, that very week checks began to show up in the mail. Large donations for the ministry came in from several unexpected places. Our online resource orders shot through the roof, and that following week we received one of the largest offerings our ministry has ever experienced at the next church we ministered at. The thief had to give back seven times—and then some! The provision came from God as He moved upon the hearts of pure-hearted people to give and sow into the ministry. God provided as people heard the voice of God and partnered with His will to sow into what God was doing.
When you choose to bless, you will reap blessing! When you choose to love even when it is hard, God will turn all things for your good and override the sinful choices of other people that affect your life.
Setting Favor Into Motion
And the Lord said to Moses, Say to Aaron and his sons, This is the way you shall bless the Israelites. Say to them, The Lord bless you and watch, guard, and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon and enlighten you and be gracious (kind, merciful, and giving favor) to you; the Lord lift up His [approving] countenance upon you and give you peace (tranquility of heart and life continually). And they shall put My name upon the Israelites, and I will bless them.

—NUMBERS 6:22–27
You release blessing over someone through the power of your words. As you decree God’s Word over them, a blessing is dispatched. Numbers 6:22–27 is a good guideline for a blessing. Through the spoken words of your mouth you release God’s watch, guard, keeping power, enlightenment, grace, kindness, mercy, favor, approval, and peace.
When you bless someone under the direction and unction of the Holy Spirit, divine favor is set in motion in their life. This favor will open doors of opportunity for them, release supernatural provision for the vision God has given them, and also maneuver them into the right place, at the right time, to meet the right people whom God wants to use in their lives. You can be a dispenser of God’s divine blessing for another person. And remember, what you do for others, God will do for you!
Let’s not forget the words of James Allen, a New Zealander statesman and Minister of Defense from 1912–1920: “The man who sows wrong thoughts and deeds and prays that God will bless him is in the position of a farmer who, having sown tares, asks God to bring forth for him a harvest of wheat.”2
There is tremendous power released through blessing. You may be familiar with the movie Bella , a feature film about a woman considering having an abortion. Bella was produced by Metanoia Film, and the word metanoia is Greek for “conversion.” The film’s producer and actor, Eduardo Verastegui, experienced the miraculous power of a blessing. His vision was to start his own production company that would produce films that would “entertain, uplift, heal and above all, respect human dignity.”3 In an interview for the Holy See , a Catholic newspaper, he said, “We want people to leave the movie theaters wanting to love more, forgive more and complain less; we want them to leave with a candle in their hearts, full of hope and faith. I want to have...our Lord Jesus Christ on the set and not have to cover [His] eyes. And I don’t want any actors to have to compromise their values.”4
Metanoia’s first film, Bella , written in two months, almost didn’t make it to the big screen. Verastegui had no money to produce it. Upon meeting with Pope John Paul II in Rome, he explained his mission to him and asked the pope to pray for him. He received a special prayer of blessing. Ten days later Verastegui met a family who literally gave him the money he needed without even reading the script or signing a contract. They shot the entire film in twenty-three days and sent it to the Toronto International Film Festival, where they won. Bella became a box office hit and was rated #1 by the New York Times , Readers Poll , Yahoo, and Fandango. But the film’s producer says these awards aren’t their greatest success. It’s the “letters and e-mails and phone calls we received from young pregnant women who were scheduled to have an abortion and after seeing the film—by the grace of God—changed their minds and decided to keep their babies.”5
This is the power of blessing! Not only did it release the hand and favor of God to bring a miracle financial provision, but also with the success of the movie, the lives of countless women have been eternally impacted. Blessing released favor, and with that favor came transformed lives.
The Power of a Spiritual Leader’s Blessing
I remember when I was stepping out of pastoral ministry into the evangelistic field, the one thing I wanted from my spiritual leaders was their blessing. I can remember sitting down with my pastor when he asked, “Matt, what would you like me to do for you?” My response was, “I would love to have your blessing.”
I feel it is very important to be submitted to spiritual authority. I had always believed that if I was to correctly walk things out, I needed to do things the right way. That included submitting to the counsel of my authorities and receiving their blessing in what God was doing in my life.
I realize that not everyone will have the luxury of serving under healthy spiritual leadership that can recognize what God is doing in their lives and have the heart to bless them. But I can tell you this: God is well able to direct your steps and bring healthy spiritual leaders into your life who will genuinely bless what God is doing in and through you. God did this for me, and He can do it for you.
As I submitted myself to God and His plan, He brought amazing men and women of God into my life who could see and recognize the call of God that was upon me. I am eternally grateful to each one of them for their amazing hearts for God and for me. Each time I have received a prayer of blessing from one of God’s generals, I have seen dramatic increases of God’s favor, anointing, open doors, and financial blessing in my life. Not only will God do this for you, but He will also use you to bless what He is doing in the lives of others. Not only will you be a spiritual son or daughter to someone, but you can also be a spiritual father or mother and see what God has done in you multiplied in others.
Honor Brings Blessing
I also want to share a secret with you that not only blesses God’s heart and makes Him happy but will attract blessing to you as well. Something that God has put in me from a very early age is the understanding and conviction that we must honor our spiritual authorities. Our spiritual leaders are gifts from God.
Honor (esteem and value as precious) your father and your mother—this is the first commandment with a promise—that all may be well with you and that you may live long on the earth.

—EPHESIANS 6:2–3
I believe this scripture not only applies to our natural birth parents but to our spiritual fathers and mothers as well. When you honor the authorities God has placed in your life, you are honoring God. You receive from whatever you honor and value. When you honor a leader by treating them right, showing them proper respect, praying for them, and finding ways to bless them with your words, attitudes, and actions, you open your spirit to receiving the anointing, power, and gifts that God has placed within them. You attract to yourself what you value and esteem. So it’s not just about receiving a blessing from our authorities. We must also find ways that we can be a blessing to them as we honor and esteem them in our hearts.
Activate and Release God’s Blessings
Make the choice today to be a blesser. As you release blessings through the words of your mouth, God’s power will be unleashed through you in amazing ways in the lives of others. Through the simplicity of the spoken word, you can impact lives for the good and see people released into their destinies.
Words are both better and worse than thoughts; they express them, and add to them; they give them power for good or evil; they start them on an endless flight, for instruction and comfort and blessing, or for injury and sorrow and ruin.6

—TRYON EDWARDS, AMERICAN THEOLOGIAN (1809–1894)


Here are some blessings you can release today:
1. Think of the people who have hurt you the most; then spend time in prayer releasing them into God’s hands, forgiving them of any perceived injustice, and praying for them as Job prayed for his friends.

2. Bless your family, friends, and leaders daily by praying the Aaronic blessing over them found in Numbers 6:22–27.

3. Pray for and bless Israel today. Genesis 12:3 promises that as we bless Israel, we will be blessed.

4. Pray for God to show you any areas where the thief has stolen from you. Then after you have forgiven the people involved and prayed a blessing over them, decree for a sevenfold return to come forth as seen in Proverbs 6:31.

5. Pray for God to give you healthy spiritual fathers and mothers who will bless you. Also look for others whom you can pour those same blessings into.



CHAPTER 12
The Power of Joy
Be Contagious 

I WAS A YOUNG minister at the time. While I desired to live in God’s joy, there was one day where it was stolen from me. I can’t even remember why, but I know I was miserable and depressed. I will never forget how another older minister said to me that day, “Matt, I am so glad to see you maturing in the Lord. I can see how sober you are becoming.” I thought to myself, “Dude, I am depressed!” I wondered, since when did depression equal spiritual maturity? I knew Galatians 5 said that one of the fruit of the Spirit is joy. That means the more mature you are, the more joy you should have. Usually everyone asked me why I smiled so much. It was because I had joy. But this day I was depressed, and this older minister thought I was maturing. It was the opposite! The sign of a truly powerful life in the Spirit is not how sober and miserable you are. It’s how joyful you are, no matter what’s going on around you.
The greatest honor we can give Almighty God is to live gladly because of the knowledge of his love.1

—BLESSED JULIAN OF NORWICH

A legalistic, religious mind-set will tell you that you have to be sober, miserable, and depressed to be a mature Christian. You don’t have to look like you have been sucking on sour lemons all your life to radiate the image of Christ. That doesn’t work. Try telling someone, “Oh, come to church with me, follow God, and you can be as miserable as I am!” They will run in the opposite direction. Why do you think there are so many self-help books out there? The main reason is because people don’t want to be miserable and depressed. They want to be happy! And they can be.
Do You Have a Flat Tire?
You want to be happy. You want to enjoy your life. This is one of the biggest needs and desires within each one of us. You can possess all the wealth in the world and have access to every material possession there is, but if you don’t have joy, it’s worth nothing. If you want to live a wonderful life filled with power to be and do all God has called you to be and do, then you must know how to have joy. Without joy you will be miserable and depressed. It’s like riding a car with flat tires. Everything will be a struggle. When you lack joy, it can be a struggle just to get up in the morning. Who wants to live like that? I don’t, and I know you don’t either. So let’s learn how to live an exceptional life in the power of joy.
I want to be as real and transparent as I can be with you. We are all human. No matter how much power we experience in our lives, no matter how close we are to God, we still have a soul and live in a body. We all have emotions that we need to learn to deal with and overcome. Everyone, no matter how anointed and used of God they are, will have moments where discouragement and depression try to get them down. Some will struggle with this more than others, depending on their personality. People who are highly sensitive will be more susceptible to discouragement. If you have a tendency to get discouraged easily, you will have to press in more after God and allow the Holy Spirit to produce His fruit of joy in you.
To a degree, joy is a choice just like anything else. You may say, “Well, I want to be happy, but I just can’t be. I’m miserable, and I can’t help it!” That may be true. You may have gotten into such a low place and are so under the pressure that you just don’t see a way out. You may even have a serious medical condition that causes depression in your life, or maybe there is a tendency or weakness toward depression in your family line. There are times people may need to seek medical help if they have a genuine chemical imbalance in their body. This is an extreme case. If you think you may fit into the category of having a medical condition, you should seek out help. Even if it is a medical condition, God has the desire and power to heal anything that may be off in your brain or body.
For others, it’s not a medical condition. It’s a choice. There will always be circumstances that can upset you and discourage you. It’s up to you whether you let them drag you down or not. No matter how hard it may seem, when discouragement wants to paralyze you and drain all the life and motivation out of you, you will need to make the choice to get up and live your life. You must start by refusing to come into agreement with your feelings. You can’t let your feelings control you. This is where you mature in your faith. You don’t have to live out of your fleeting emotions. You can live out of your spirit and bring your emotions into check, but it starts by making the decision to do so. God will empower your free will to stand up, shake the dust off of yourself, and get a grip. Once you make the decision to not let an emotion rule you, God’s power in you goes into action to enable you to then shake depression off and rise above it.
It’s like the snake that tried to attach itself to Paul in Act 28:3. He shook it off into the fire. That’s exactly what you have to do. You have to shake it off! It goes back to knowing the power of truth and agreement. No matter what you feel, you have to come into agreement with God’s power in you, choose to speak God’s Word over yourself and to yourself, and refuse to let anything dominate you.
One of the hardest things can be living with a miserable person. An even harder thing is if you are that person. You can at least escape and get away from miserable people, but you cannot escape yourself. No matter where you go, you are always there. Life can be very difficult when you are riding on the coattails of someone else’s emotions, especially if they are bipolar or emotionally unstable. You cannot let the emotions of others get onto you. You don’t have to live that way. This is why you have to be very careful whom you yoke yourself with. If you are in a situation where it’s a close family member, God will give you the grace and strength you need to overcome and not be dragged down.
This is a good rule for us all to live by. Mother Teresa said, “Spread love everywhere you go. Let no one ever come to you without leaving happier.”2
Grappling With Depression and Anxiety
I’m sure you have found out by now that there are a lot of things that happen in life that are beyond your control. At times it may feel like your circumstances are swirling like a whirlwind around you. If you sit and watch the news long enough, you’ll want to pull the covers over your head and not come out.
Many people are grappling with circumstances that seem to have them running in circles. They are being driven by their environment and knocked around by their emotional reactions. They’re earthbound. Their minds are gripped with fear, worry, concern, and anxiety. Just in the last decade the number of Americans using antidepressant drugs has doubled.3
In 2006, Americans, who make up approximately 6 percent of the world’s population, consumed 66 percent of the world’s supply of antidepressants. In 2002, more than 13 percent of Americans were taking Prozac alone. Prozac is one of thirty available antidepressants. Anti-anxiety drugs, such as Zoloft, are so widely prescribed that in the year 2005, the $3.1 billion sales of Zoloft exceeded the sales for Tide detergent.4

USA Today reports:
About 10% of Americans—or 27 million people—were taking antidepressants in 2005, the last year for which data were available at the time the study was written. That’s about twice the number in 1996, according to the study of nearly 50,000 children and adults in today’s Archives of General Psychiatry .5

In another article posted in August 2009, it was reported that:
. . . one in 10 Americans is now taking antidepressants within the course of a year, making antidepressants the most prescribed kind of medication in the country. The number of 2005, and the number of prescriptions written for these drugs has increased each year between 2005 and 2008..6

People are consumed with thoughts of terrorism, global warming, nuclear war, poor government decisions, swine flu, the economy, not to mention strife in their families, rebellious teenagers, struggles in marriage, financial pressures, as well as their own inner struggles with things like discouragement, negative thought patterns, poor self-image, weight struggles, identity crises, and so much more. No wonder so many are living far below the abundant life Jesus came to give us!
The Divine Exchange
When I sense discouragement coming upon me, sometimes it helps to share it with someone else, but often times this just magnifies what I am feeling. It doesn’t remove it. I have learned about the divine exchange. Prayer really works! When I feel my soul starting to dominate my spirit, I get into a place of prayer, and sometimes fasting, where I can talk to God. I tell Him everything I am feeling; I give it all to Him. I ask Him to help me overcome it. I just keep praying until I start to feel a release. I choose to give it to God and focus on the good things in my life.
You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy.

—PSALM I6:II

When you learn to practice God’s presence in your life through daily prayer, worship, and spending time in His Word, you will experience the fullness of God’s joy in your life. This is one of the reasons I spend so much time in prayer! It keeps me in His presence, which keeps me in the Spirit.
It’s obvious St. Augustine knew this secret. He said, “There is a joy which is not given to the ungodly, but to those who love Thee for Thine own sake, whose joy Thou Thyself art. And this is the happy life, to rejoice to Thee, of Thee, for Thee; this is it, and there is no other.”7
There is nothing that will discourage you more quickly and make you a miserable person than by focusing on the negative. If you focus on the negative things in your circumstances and in other people around you, of course you are going to be miserable. If the only things coming out of your mouth are negative things, you are not even going to like hanging around yourself—and no one else will either.
Some of you reading this need a major overhaul in this area. You need the negative thought patterns in your mind renewed with the positive things in God’s Word, and you need to learn how to just close your mouth if you have nothing positive to say. You need someone to tell you these things. Stop speaking negatively. Stop complaining and being miserable. Stop gossiping. Stop focusing on everything that’s wrong and start focusing on what’s right—even if the only thing you can find positive is the fact that God loves you and your sins are forgiven and you are not going to hell. Thank God for that. Making the choice to be thankful will really help you get over being negative and depressed. No one can do that for you. You just have to make the choice.
Get Your Mind Off Yourself
I was flying on an airplane going to speak at a conference when I pulled out the magazine in the seat pocket in front of me. As I began to peruse it, my eye was caught by an article, “Buying Happiness.” In the article the author shares that “grateful people report feeling 25 percent more happiness and energy and 20 percent less envy and resentment in several recent studies at the University of California. They also slept 10 percent longer each night and exercised 33 percent more if they wrote down what they felt thankful for.” The author shares the truth that “gratitude is an antidote to negative emotions.”8
Be happy [in your faith] and rejoice and be glad-hearted continually (always); be unceasing in prayer [praying perse veringly]; thank [God] in everything [no matter what the cir cumstances may be, be thankful and give thanks], for this is the will of God for you [who are] in Christ Jesus [the Revealer and Mediator of that will]. Do not quench (suppress or subdue) the [Holy] Spirit.

—I THESSALONIANS 5:16–19

When you choose to be a thankful person no matter what is happening, you will be a continually happy person. Your joy will not end.
Sometimes you just have to get your mind off yourself and your problems. One of the best ways to do this is by making the choice to help someone else. Get your mind off yourself and onto someone else. Find ways to be a blessing to someone. Find ways to help other people. It will really turn things around in your own life. Perspective is so important. When you realize there are people who are way worse off than you are, it makes your own problems seem smaller.
In that same article I read on the airplane, the author was sharing how you could put a smile on your face with the pennies in your pocket. I was intrigued. The article shared that “people who give charitably rank themselves as happier people than people who don’t, according to a 2008 study by the University of British Columbia.” She writes that anonymous acts of kindness make us feel like a better person creating feelings of happiness. Being generous boosts positive emotions, making you feel better about yourself and those around you. She encourages people to “drop change into an expired parking meter. Pick up a friend’s lunch check. And give a generous charitable donation.”9 You see, God was right. He loves a cheerful giver! He knows that thinking about others above yourself and that giving generously make us happier people! If you want to be happy, start doing something for someone else.
Paul shares in Acts 20:33–35, “I coveted no man’s silver or gold or [costly] garments. You yourselves know personally that these hands ministered to my own needs and those [of the persons] who were with me. In everything I have pointed out to you [by example] that, by working diligently in this manner, we ought to assist the weak, being mindful of the words of the Lord Jesus, how He Himself said, It is more blessed (makes one happier and more to be envied) to give than to receive.”
When we think about and give to others, we are more blessed. We become happier people when we give.
The Duct-Tape Anointing
The enemy always likes to magnify a negative situation. He will make something so big in your own mind that it just makes you distraught until all you can think about and talk about is that problem. When you only focus on your problem, it makes it bigger and worse, until you are so worked up about it you end up doing something you regret later on. Some of you need to apply the “ducttape anointing.” What is that? Well, the next time you are tempted to talk negative and just focus on what’s wrong in your conversation, pull out a piece of duct tape and put it over your mouth! It’s the key to your breakthrough.
One woman kept calling our office every day with the same problem and prayer request. She would go over it again and again. Eventually we had to use tough love with her. We encouraged her to simply get her mind off herself and do something to help someone else. People who enjoy their pity party don’t want to hear this. They want you to join in the party with them. And at times I have fallen into this trap. Sometimes out of sympathy you want to just stroke someone’s wounds while they sit in their miserable state. You can do that for a while for someone, but that person can’t stay there forever. Eventually they have to get up, forgive the person who hurt them, and move on with their life.
If you find people trying to avoid you or you feel rejection coming from others around you, it may be that you are living in such a negative state and are exuding this onto everyone around you that they simply can’t take any more of it. You need to make adjustments, and fast, before you drive everyone away. It starts with the small things. Make the choice to get out of bed in the morning. Don’t keep hitting the snooze button. Some people live their life hitting the snooze button. It’s time to wake up and really live the life God has for you, a life of joy. Develop a pattern where you spend time in worship and meditating on God’s promises in His Word. Choose to speak positive, uplifting things, and focus on the good in your life and in the lives of those around you. Just by making those few changes you will find your entire outlook on life changing, and soon your soul will line up with your spirit and you will begin to experience God’s joy and exude it.
Are You Happy or Joyful?
There is a big difference between happiness and joy. Joy goes much deeper than happiness. Temporal things can make you happy for a while. Your emotions can get a temporary boost from things like shopping, going to a movie, or playing or watching sports. But when those activities are over, your soul goes back down again.
They’re really just temporary escapes. You don’t want a temporary escape or a quick fix. You want a lasting state of joy. Joy doesn’t come from your soul. It comes from your spirit by the Holy Spirit. Joy is a fruit of the Spirit that is not dependent on your outward circumstances. It really comes from the presence of God inside of you. This is why prayer, worship, and spending time in the Word are so important in cultivating joy in your life. The more you focus on God’s perspective and His truth, the more you will emanate the spirit of joy.
The Kingdom of God Is Within You
Joy is actually the result of God’s kingdom within you. Joy at times may involve an extreme emotion, but in your day-to-day life, it can manifest as a calm, peaceful resolve. Joy and peace are very much related to one another. Let’s see how this works.
Romans 14:17 defines God’s kingdom as “righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (NKJV). There is a very specific order here that cannot be ignored. First comes righteousness, then peace, and then joy. If you are missing joy, then you need to check in on the first two, righteousness and peace. It all starts with righteousness.
Righteousness is the state of being right with God. It’s knowing you have a clean conscience. When your heart is right with God, you will be right with yourself and with others. A clean heart before God that is free from sin then experiences peace. Peace with God leads to peace with yourself and then peace with others around you. When you enter into this place of peace, the natural result and overflow will be God’s joy. You will be filled with joy when you know you have turned away from all sin, gotten things completely right between you and God, entered into His peace within yourself, and are walking in a way that pleases God. This is really the ultimate source of our joy. Everything else comes and goes. Joy that comes out of being right with God and at peace with yourself and others does not fade. It can be a constant in our lives, depending on how close we are walking with God. The more the Holy Spirit fills every area of your life, the more righteousness, peace, and joy you will have.
There’s an old saying: “If momma’s not happy, no one’s happy.” How true that is. Well, the same is true for the Holy Spirit. If the Holy Spirit is not happy, you will not be happy. If there is something in your life grieving God, He will not be happy inside of you. The most miserable people on the face of the earth are Christians living in compromise. They know the right thing to do, but they are doing the wrong thing, and the Holy Spirit is grieved on the inside of them. God will allow you to be miserable until you get it right with Him. This is part of His loving discipline.
Sin may be enjoyable for a moment, but that soon turns to misery, especially in the life of a believer because God does not want you going down a road that will eventually hurt you. He will make you miserable as quickly as possible so that you turn away from negative things and back to God’s best for your life. Some people find this out too late, and their lives are destroyed by the momentary pleasure they once found in sin. But in the end it leads to death. True joy is found when living in a right place with God. That is why fame, fortune, and all the sin in the world cannot fulfill the vacuum inside. It’s like a black hole. The only thing that can fully fill that place is God.
Dealing With the Roots
The fruit of constant depression is a sign that there are deeper roots that need to be dealt with. These roots can range from negative thinking patterns, to wounded emotions, to deep inner struggles with sin and addiction, to undealt-with anger, offense, and unforgiveness. These things can be open doors to spiritual oppression. There will be times the ministry of both inner healing and deliverance is needed. But as we apply the Word of God to our lives and walk it out on a daily basis, God heals us everywhere we hurt and brings us through a process of self-deliverance known as sanctification.
In order to maintain our joy, we must follow the advice found on a sign that hangs in my living room: “Love deeply, listen patiently, forgive freely.” We must love unconditionally, forgive quickly, maintain our peace, and refuse to let offense and anger take root in our hearts. This is where the power of choice comes in. Deal with stuff quickly to keep your heart free and your life filled with joy. The truth is, you can’t afford to allow a moment of offense in your heart. The joy of the Lord is our strength. Without joy, we get weak: “And be not grieved and depressed, for the joy of the Lord is your strength and stronghold” (Neh. 8:10).
Joy in Unexpected Places
S. D. Gordon once shared, “Happiness is the result of what happens of an agreeable sort. Joy has its springs deep down inside. And that spring never runs dry, no matter what happens. Only Jesus gives that joy. He had joy, singing its music within, even under the shadow of the cross.”10
Every time I travel to a third-world country, I am amazed at the little children. Whether it’s Africa, India, China, or somewhere else, I have seen a common thread. It’s no wonder Jesus said we need to become like little children. I watch little African children running around barefoot in the dirt, no earthly possessions, not much food, not even shoes for their feet. Yet there they are, running all around me with big smiles on their faces, seemingly oblivious to the poverty that surrounds them. This is life for them. Yet in the midst of great lack there is the joy of life that can be seen in their smiling eyes and in the sounds of laughter.
I love what Robert Schuller has shared regarding this: “Joy is not the absence of suffering. It is the presence of God.”11 This is exactly right. We can never fully escape suffering. And some people have a lot more of it than others. But when our joy comes from the presence of God, it’s unshakable.
Brother Lawrence, a Parisian monk from the fifteenth century, also deeply believed that our joy is connected to our relationship with God. He believed that it was a great deception to think that times of prayer were different from other times. Brother Lawrence maintained a constant connection to the presence of God in his daily activities. He accomplished this by simply staying in an endless conversation with God. This gave him access to continual joy.
I experienced this very thing when I traveled to the mountains of China into the earthquake region of Chengdu. Over 4.8 million people were left homeless from this natural calamity, and more than 80,000 lost their lives. I witnessed an entire city buried under rubble as the surrounding mountains and hills avalanched in on it. It was a burial ground. Yet high in the mountains was a small school with about one hundred children who were left orphaned in the earthquake. With no more earthly parents, they came to this school to be cared for. As I traversed up this mountain path to visit the children, I was met by so many little faces who had been left all alone in the world. During their school recess, we all went outside. Surrounded by rubble and debris, we played a game of tag. I will never forget the laughter that filled the air among so much pain and loss. Those little smiling faces beamed with joy as these kids ran into my arms for me to swing them around. Joy in the midst of pain and loss. Joy that had nothing to do with their natural surroundings. Joy that superseded the natural luxuries of life.
The Anointing Destroys the Yoke
There is a supernatural element to the joy we can experience in God. There may be times that God, in His infinite love and mercy, will see the pit we find ourselves in and will overwhelm us with His joy in order to bring a breakthrough, deliverance, or healing. This is the special anointing of joy that not only breaks the yoke but also demolishes it.
You have loved righteousness [You have delighted in integrity, virtue, and uprightness in purpose, thought, and action] and You have hated lawlessness (injustice and iniquity). Therefore God, [even] Your God (Godhead), has anointed You with the oil of exultant joy and gladness above and beyond Your companions.

—HEBREWS 1:9

The anointing is a very powerful gift from God that we cannot overlook. Some may try to live life without it, but they will only get so far. Self-will and discipline may be able to achieve some things, but God’s anointing goes much further than what any person can achieve in the natural. God’s anointing adds His “super” to our “natural.” One touch of the manifest presence and power of God can change everything in your life. That is why I place such a high value on the tangible anointing of the Holy Spirit. I’ve seen God work emotional miracles through His presence.
Sometimes the greatest miracles are not physical; they are spiritual and emotional. It’s a horrible thing to walk around with a physical sickness. It’s equally horrible to walk around with an emotional and spiritual sickness, an internal affliction that keeps people bound in depression, hopelessness, fear, and self-pity. This emotional sickness can be tormenting and completely disabling, causing people to not be able to leave their homes, interact with other people, or move forward with their lives. Even in church, where everything is supposed to be good, people suffer very deeply with things. Because we feel it’s wrong to have problems, we hide our battles in secrecy. But it’s that very secrecy that keeps us in bondage and pain.
Confess to one another therefore your faults (your slips, your false steps, your offenses, your sins) and pray [also] for one another, that you may be healed and restored.

—JAMES 5:16

Sharing your struggles with a trusted friend, leader, or family member who can pray with you brings in the light and exposes any hidden darkness. This brings tremendous freedom. Church must be a safe place where we unconditionally love one another to wholeness and freedom.
Supernatural Joy
I personally have benefited from the supernatural power of joy. I remember my first time was when I was a young teenager. I had just recently come into a relationship with God. I can remember sharing with my mom that I felt so discouraged about something. I felt so down and depressed. My mom began to pray for me. As I lay on my bed, suddenly I began to laugh. I said, “Mom, why am I laughing?” I didn’t understand it at all. I went from feeling depressed one moment to laughing the next. I laughed that depression of soul right out of myself. It was a supernatural joy that was stronger than my soulish emotions.
For those who may wonder if God would ever make us laugh, let’s look at Job. If there was one person who needed to laugh, it was Job! Job 8:21 says, “He will yet fill your mouth with laughter [Job] and your lips with joyful shouting.”
I experienced this again a few years later. I was still in my teen years. Teen years can be full of drama. Teenagers are going through so many changes, inside and out, that everything can become a big thing to them. I was having one of those days, and I was seriously troubled and depressed about something. Generally, I am a happy person, but throughout my life I have had moments of some pretty deep darkness. I was attending a Christmas program in a church one night during Christmastime. The lady was singing “Mary, Did You Know?” on stage about Mary giving birth to Jesus, and I was thinking, “I don’t care if Mary knew.” I was so depressed. I couldn’t smile or even enjoy the show. They gave an altar call at the end for people to come to know God. I just sat in my seat depressed.
After the altar call, my friends got up to leave. As I sat in my seat, something wonderfully supernatural happened to me. Suddenly, for no natural reason whatsoever, I began to laugh. I laughed and laughed and laughed. The service was over. No one was praying for me. I had never seen anyone “laugh in the Spirit” before. I really didn’t know what was happening. As I got up to leave, I staggered down the aisle in the church and could barely walk. I then just fell sideways into one of the rows of chairs and lay there laughing! I laughed for about twenty minutes. My friends had left the building. I couldn’t help myself. The joy that I was experiencing was truly beyond me. It was God’s joy being released in me. When I got up, all my depression was completely gone! I was free. God’s anointing had liberated my emotions so that I could be free in His joy. Oh, how wonderful is the joy of God that breaks off the junk that tries to weigh our souls and emotions down!
This kind of supernatural joy is beyond our ability to produce or even choose it. There are times God’s power will touch your life and just break through where you are. It is beyond the realm of human control. It is God stepping in and saying no more to the pain and depression you feel. I have never been able to manufacture or produce this kind of joy at will. God knows what we need when we need it and at times will choose to touch us this way. It is a very special anointing from the Holy Spirit.
Ten Thousand Pounds Lifted!
I have conducted meetings where almost entire rooms of people have received this holy laughter. It’s an amazing thing to watch. But there are times God will minister to select individuals this way. I remember one meeting where I was preaching in Canada. During my message a woman began to laugh. It was as if she could not help herself. Others may have thought, “She shouldn’t be laughing. That’s rude. It’s distracting the preacher.” Well, I knew that it was the Holy Spirit and that something glorious was happening. I just let her laugh. She laughed through the entire message.
She came back the next night and shared her experience with us. She told me that when she was a child, she had been bounced around between nine foster homes and had been sexually abused for years. She could never even remember smiling, let alone laughing. This meeting was the first time she ever laughed. She was so full of pain, hurt, anger, and rage that she was held captive by her own pain and despair. When she went home that night, she still couldn’t stop laughing. She woke her children and husband up with it. She giggled all night long. She told me that when she woke up the next day she felt like “ten thousand pounds had lifted off her life.” She felt joy for the first time, and all the anger and bitterness were gone. She laughed it right out!
We see this powerful anointing of joy in Isaiah 61:3: “...the oil of joy instead of mourning, the garment [expressive] of praise instead of a heavy, burdened, and failing spirit.”
The Power of Laughter
Don’t underestimate the power of God’s joy in your life through laughter. Laughter is a powerful God-given force that brings freedom, healing, and restoration spiritually, emotionally, and physically. Laughter is good like medicine. That’s why I love when God enables me to bring laughter to people when I preach. One time a man exclaimed out loud as the room was erupting in laughter, “This is medicine!” It is. The world is full of so much pain and sorrow. We need a good laugh every now and then. The more you can laugh at yourself and at life, the happier you will be. Sometimes you just can’t be so serious. Be contagious with joy!
A happy heart is good medicine and a cheerful mind works healing, but a broken spirit dries up the bones.

—PROVERBS 17:22

Not only does God seem to have this perspective, but also there has been scientific research done as well on how laughter affects our lives. It actually keeps our bodies strong and resistant to disease. Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class James Botkin of the behavioral health unit in Naval Hospital Yokosuka in Japan has found in his research that “humor is equally helpful to our mental health and the way we deal with stress and worry. A good laugh exercises many muscles of the body and causes the brain to release endorphins. These ‘feel good’ brain chemicals raise both our mood and our coping abilities. Sometimes things don’t seem as bad when looked through the eyes of humor.”12
Everything in Balance
While we are talking about the positive affect of laughter, joy, and exercise in our lives, I want to encourage you to live a balanced life. This includes getting proper sleep and rest. In a recent Time article on sleep, the American Academy of Sleep Medicine revealed that the optimum sleep time per night is seven to eight hours.13 When you miss your sleep, it’s much easier to get cranky and irritable. It’s hard to be happy when you are always dragging and tired. It’s also very important that you balance work and play. Make sure to schedule in down time to relax and have some time for yourself and with your family. This can be a challenge for people who are very vision motivated. But proper rest helps you to refuel and increases your levels of joy.
Everything must stay balanced for you to experience God’s ultimate joy in your daily life. These are built-in principles that cannot be ignored. And never forget your true and ultimate source of joy—God! He’s with you every moment of every day.
Activate and Release Your Joy
Why not start today and release the power of God’s joy within you. Here are some ways you can be contagious.


1. Smile at ten people.

2. Share a funny joke with a friend.

3. Compliment and encourage three people.

4. Spread a positive uplifting word about someone.

5. Write an encouraging note to someone who needs it.

As you spread the joy of God, you can kill the germs of depression, loneliness, isolation, rejection, and so much more. So go ahead; spread it to as many people as you can. Be contagious!


CHAPTER 13
The Power of Generosity
Pay It Forward 

JANET WAS ON her way to a friend’s house when she drove by a man digging through a Dumpster looking for food. She thought to herself, “If he is still there on my way home, I am going to go to McDonald’s and get a gift certificate for him to get some hot food.” As she drove home an hour later, he was still there sitting out in the cold. She immediately went to McDonald’s and got him a ten-dollar gift certificate. She gave it to him, and he told her that no one had ever really cared about him and that because of her, he believed there was still good in the world. He told her that his name was John and that just a few years earlier he was living a “normal” life, but he lost everything after he got a divorce. As she was leaving, he asked what payment she wanted for the gift certificate. She said, “Nothing. Just keep the chain going!” She got back in her car and cried, not because she was sad, but because she was so overwhelmed with joy.
Based on a novel written by Catherine Ryan Hyde, “pay it forward” is a selfless action plan that has sparked a worldwide social movement,1 but Jesus taught this concept of selfless giving much earlier than that. In Matthew 25:34–40, Jesus revealed that every time you do something for someone who can never repay you on the earth, you are doing it for Him. When you clothe the naked, you are clothing Christ. When you visit the sick or those in prison, you are visiting Him.
It’s time to start a new movement of selfless giving. We can set off a chain reaction that will spread from one person to another like a domino effect. One of the greatest ways to release not only God’s power but also His genuine heart to the world is through giving. Generosity is what enables us to fully release God’s influence through our lives, making a paramount difference in our world and leaving a legacy behind us. Generosity will cause you to freely give what God has freely given to you. It is through this act of giving that multitudes can be impacted through your life.
One of the greatest joys of my life is the Girls Home we have been able to build as a ministry in Chennai, India. I know that after my earthly journey is over and I have completed God’s will, that Girls Home will continue on, reaching further and longer than my own earthly years ever could. Generosity empowers you to leave a lasting legacy! Thanks to the generous and loving seeds of friends and partners of our ministry, we have been able to successfully rescue girls off the street and save them from a life of hopelessness, abuse, and despair. Each year we also rally our friends and partners to send Christmas gifts and donations to these precious, beautiful children. There is no greater joy than seeing someone’s life completely transformed because of a heart that loves to give.
I will never forget my very first evangelistic meeting on the road. I had just made the transition from pastoral to evangelistic ministry. God had so clearly confirmed to me His direction and will that it made it easier to take this radical step of faith. As in every step of faith, there was a big risk involved. Stepping out in obedience to God’s call cost me everything. When God began to call me to a traveling miracle ministry, I had to leave everything that was familiar and comfortable behind. There were many risks and fears I had to face head-on. There was the risk of not succeeding in what I felt God was calling me to do. I had so many questions: Would doors open for me to travel? Would I have enough money to live? Was my ministry going to succeed? My step of faith was a sink-orswim situation. Thankfully as I obeyed God, He was right there with me each step of the way! I learned an important principle early on that set the course for my life and ministry and moved me into a supernatural dimension of God’s provision for all He had called me to do.
The Power of Firstfruits
It was in my first evangelistic meeting that God taught me about the power of generosity. During the meeting God began to release physical healing and miracles. I still remember that service where God gave me a word of knowledge for a woman with an ovarian cyst. As I called it out, the fire of God went into her belly, completely dissolving the cyst! I was young, and my faith for miracles was high. I was very childlike in my faith before God.
He spoke to me that day. I felt a very distinct impression from God to take the offering I would receive in that service and sow it into another mission’s ministry. I knew exactly whom to sow it to. I loved what Heidi Baker was doing for Jesus in Mozambique, Africa. God spoke to me, “I have called you to go to the nations. You are going to need supernatural provision for this ministry.” I knew in my heart that by planting a seed into Heidi’s ministry, I could believe God for a harvest of provision for my own missions works that would unfold in the months and years to come. God gave me a specific amount. He told me five hundred dollars. I know that might not sound like a lot, but in those days to me it was.
After the service I counted the offering. It came to two hundred fifty dollars! I said, “God, you told me five hundred dollars. There is only two hundred fifty dollars here!” Then I heard, “Well, you have a bank account, don’t you? Use that money.” My mind responded, “Well, yes, I have a bank account, but I also don’t have a job. That’s my only money to live on!” God said, “Give it.” So I gave it. God told me it would be a firstfruits offering for my ministry. I had no idea what a firstfruits offering was, so I looked it up in Proverbs 3:9.
I was honoring God with my very first increase as a ministry. I knew that as I honored God with this portion, He would always take care of me financially. This giving was not legalistic. It was birthed out of a revelation of God’s heart and Word, which gave me His faith to trust Him as my source. Sure enough, just a few months later, God opened our first door to go to India on our first missions crusade. On that crusade we saw thousands of Hindus and Muslims give their hearts to Jesus. And God provided every penny we needed for it. I sowed into missions, and God provided for our missions. This would become the pattern of our life of faith in ministry.
God loves a cheerful giver (2 Cor. 9:7). You can be so happy when you give because you can expect by faith that what you sow will come back to you in exponential ways. Our joy in giving reveals our heart of faith and trust in God. People who get offended about money don’t have this revelation. They are stuck in their natural thinking, and as a result, they will be limited to their own natural provision. When our generosity is a result of true heart faith, there is so much joy in it. It’s exciting to give to God. When I give, faith comes alive in my heart that God is going to release supernatural blessings in my life.
More Than Enough!
Everything Jesus did in His earthly ministry He did for a reason. Every word, every action revealed an aspect of God’s nature and ways. When Jesus fed the five thousand, a very powerful truth about the heart of God was revealed to us: God doesn’t want to just meet our needs. He is a God of more than enough.
Then He ordered the crowds to recline on the grass; and He took the five loaves and the two fish, and, looking up to heaven, He gave thanks and blessed and broke the loaves and handed the pieces to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. And they all ate and were satisfied. And they picked up twelve [small hand] baskets full of the broken pieces left over. And those who ate were about 5,000 men, not including women and children.

—MATTHEW 14:19–21

The need was so great. Imagine having to feed five thousand men, not including women and children. That number could have easily been fifteen thousand people. Talk about a massive feeding program! The disciples knew that in themselves there was no way they could meet this need. They said, “Jesus, send them all away.” And Jesus responded, “No. You give them something to eat.” The statement was almost hysterical given the current situation. How on earth would they do that?
Jesus looked around. The disciples could only find one boy who had five loaves of bread and two fish. The power of generosity was set into motion by this young boy. It figures a child would lead the way. It takes the faith of a child to access the supernatural and extraordinary. As this boy generously gave his lunch that day, a miracle was set into motion. It all started with the generous heart of a young boy—a young boy who so trusted Jesus that he was willing to give the little he had rather than hold on to it for himself. This is the kind of heart God can work with. Bob Hope once said, “If you haven’t got any charity in your heart, you have the worst kind of heart trouble.”2 How true this is.
It’s very important what Jesus does with this small provision. First, He gives thanks for it. If you are to be a happy and generous person, then you have to start where you are and begin to express thanks to God for what you have, no matter how small it seems. You see, when it comes to giving, it’s not always the size of the gift but the level of sacrifice attached to it. God sees the heart. For some, ten dollars is a huge seed, because it may literally be all they have. For others, a thousand dollars may be a small seed because they would never even miss it.
The point is this. That little boy gave five loaves and two fish; while it seemed insignificant, Jesus could do a lot with it. The truth is, cultivating a generous heart starts when we have little, not when we have much. Harold Nye once said, “If you are not generous with a meager income, you will never be generous with abundance.”3
In order to be a thankful and generous person, you must focus on the positive and not on the negative. You have to choose to have a thankful attitude for every little thing God blesses you with. A complaining negative attitude short-circuits God’s power. A thankful heart and attitude release God’s blessing.
After Jesus gave thanks and blessed the provision, He then broke the bread and the fish. But He didn’t stop there. After He broke it, then He gave a piece to each disciple. The miracle didn’t happen in Jesus’s hands. The miracle happened in the hands of the disciples. As long as the bread and fish stayed in Jesus’s hands, it was limited to five loaves and two fish. The moment it left Jesus’s hand, a power was unleashed, setting a miracle into motion.
I’m sure the disciples were tempted to think, “Hmm, lunch. Just enough for me.” It probably looked like just enough to satisfy their own need and hunger pangs. This is where the test was. Would they eat it themselves, or would they give it away?
The disciples chose to “pay it forward.” As they obeyed Jesus and began to give the bread and fish away, a miracle happened right before their eyes! The bread and fish multiplied in their palms. As they gave it, more appeared.
Could you imagine the excitement and joy they must have experienced in that moment? Somewhere along the way as it multiplied, it began to spill over so that they could no longer contain the increase in their hands. They had to get baskets. Well, as the baskets were passed, every person was fed to the full! At the end of it all, there were twelve baskets left over, full of fish and bread. This was more than enough to feed each disciple. In fact, it was a feast.
Jesus could have had the food multiply to just meet the needs of the people. He didn’t have to give anything extra. But He did, and each disciple got one full basket each. Jesus revealed something to us here about the heart of God. God is a God of more than enough! He didn’t just meet the need. He showed His own disciples that if they generously serve and give to others, at the end of the day He will always take care of them and provide for their needs—and not just barely enough, more than enough!
We also see this principle taught in Proverbs 11:24: “There are those who [generously] scatter abroad, and yet increase more; there are those who withhold more than is fitting or what is justly due, but it results only in want.”
God’s heart for you and me is that as we become generous people and give to help others, God will always be there to take care of us. And what an adventure it is along the way! When you step out of your circle of need into someone else’s circle of need, God steps into your circle of need. While you are actively helping someone else, God is actively helping you. You can never out-give God. Never! That’s His heart and nature. He’s a God of more than enough for you. He’s your source. Once you know that, being generous is fun. You understand there is great joy in giving to people who can never repay you. This is true giving, with no strings attached. It’s not giving to get back. It’s giving out of a heart of love, knowing God will supply your every need and take care of you as you take care of others. Author Adam Mayers said, “You have never really lived until you’ve done something for somebody who can never repay you.”4
Give to Those Who Can’t Give Back
Stacy had a vision to see her city transformed by God’s power. God had placed His heart of love and compassion inside of her for the poor. Stacy and her husband started a Christmas outreach in the heart of Asbury Park, New Jersey, and invited all the children in the city to attend a Christmas dinner. They shared the story of Jesus and led each child to faith in Christ. They served hundreds of people dinner and gave a present to each child. For some of them, this would be the only celebration of Christmas they would have and the only toy they would receive.
Each year as the outreach continued, the attendance doubled. They desperately needed a larger venue but didn’t know where to go. They couldn’t bear to turn more people away. One day Stacy was walking around the property of the Paramount Theater, which seated fifteen hundred. It was the perfect place for their outreach. As she was walking, she ran into a man who was the friend of the manager for all the events at the theater. She asked him, “Who do I see to talk about using the theater?” He said, “What do you want to use it for?” She told him. But she had no money, no real funding, just a vision. He gave her the contact information for the events manager, and she called the man the following day. He was very interested in talking with her. Not only did he give them the theater to use, which normally rented for thousands of dollars a day, but he also arranged to collect toys for them and supply refreshments, a sound man, a lighting man, security, and more. All at no cost! Over the last several years thousands of people have attended the outreach. Each year God continues to supply thousands of toys so that His precious children experience His unfailing love. Stacy’s story shows that when you touch the ones who can never give back, God supernaturally releases divine favor to supply all you need to build His kingdom.
The Power of Kingdom Prosperity
In order to step into the power of a prosperous life of generosity, you have to overcome the need for self-preservation. Self-preservation wants to just protect what you have. This attitude restricts God’s blessings and actually will cause you to lose out on what God has for you. It keeps everyone separate out of fear of loss. This is what motivates some pastors to restrict the people in their church from supporting regional events. They are afraid another church is going to “steal” their sheep or their sheep’s money, bringing loss to their own church and ministry. In the process, they miss out on corporate unity and the blessings God brings with that. If we would choose to follow God’s heart, we can overcome these fears and begin to experience the full blessings of God. Rather than feeling like people are taking from us, we can freely give to one another, helping to advance God’s kingdom in the earth. (See 2 Corinthians 9:6–12.)
Dr. Bree Keyton was in the Congo, and the Lord said, “I want you to go up to Snake Mountain.” She told her interpreter, “We need to go up Snake Mountain.” He severely warned her, “People who go up Snake Mountain don’t return.” Despite the ominous danger, Bree went up via the Lord’s command. She found many Africans starving to death. So she went back down the mountain and bought supplies of rice, beans, and blankets. Then she returned and shared the gospel with the dying people. Many were saved and very thankful.
A few weeks later, God told her, “I want you to buy seed and return to Snake Mountain.” So she bought the seed and fertilizer and returned. The day she arrived with the seed, the people knelt down. Bree said, “God told me to bring seed.” They said, “God speaks to us too. He told us to start plowing our fields two weeks ago, and He would supply the seed. We finished plowing our field today! God brought the seed through you.” They sowed seed in the field that same day, and then the rains came.5 Not only does God provide seed for the sower, but He also just may use you to be the answer to someone’s prayer.
I once heard an evangelist share about how God called him to do a great work in New York City. The outreach would cost millions of dollars. When the money didn’t come in for the outreach, he said, “God, I thought you called me to do this. You always provide for what You order.” God told him, “I spoke to people to give, and they disobeyed.” God has chosen to partner with people. That is why our obedience is so important when it comes to generosity.
We have to understand this about kingdom finances. It’s not just for us. It’s for others. This is completely true for every bit of power God will ever give us. God’s power isn’t just to help us and meet our needs. God’s power is given so we can help others. This must be the motive behind sowing and reaping. We don’t sow just to reap for our own selfish wants. We sow so we can reap so we can more effectively help others. It’s all in the motive! (See James 4:3.)
Throughout my years of growing up in church, I never heard a teaching that taught me the principle of sowing and reaping and that I could trust God for His provision in my life. I was always taught, “You never give to get.” While that may sound good, it’s not biblically accurate. If we give to get for selfish reasons, it won’t work. If we give to get so we can give into spreading the work of God in people’s lives, that’s the right motivation.
Kingdom prosperity is not about self. It’s about touching as many people’s lives as possible with the resources God blesses us with. I love what John Wesley once shared: “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.”6
Many people never properly learn the sowing and reaping principle. They are taught giving more in a legalistic sense, that if they don’t tithe, their finances will be cursed. But the New Testament teaches that Jesus became the curse for us and that any curse in the Old Testament was placed on Jesus at the cross. We are no longer under a curse! Neither are our finances. When you sow your tithe to God, it must be done in faith, not fear. This is what produces results.
Without faith it is impossible to please God (Heb. 11:6). Many people give and give, motivated by fear, and it produces no results in their life. God wants us to sow and give in faith, trusting Him as our heavenly source and provider. Faith is what pleases God, and faith is what releases the supernatural into operation, even in our finances.
I know over the years the manipulation of man has crept into the teaching of sowing and reaping, but we can never lose the revelation of God’s heart in this principle. The power of generosity found in understanding how to sow in faith, expecting a harvest, goes way beyond our finances. It touches every area of our lives. It goes to the core of God’s very heart and nature.
God knows our hearts. Our motives have to be pure. The more selfless we are, the more blessing God pours out on us because He knows He can trust us with it. Financial blessing is not just so we can live nice and enjoy our lives. Sure, God wants us to enjoy the good things of the earth, but He admonishes wealthy people in 1 Timothy 6:17–19 “not to be proud and arrogant and contemptuous of others, nor to set their hopes on uncertain riches, but on God...to do good, to be rich in good works, to be liberal and generous of heart, ready to share [with others], in this way laying up for themselves [the riches that endure forever as] a good foundation for the future, so that they may grasp that which is life indeed.”
It’s all in the heart. Money and finances are merely tools to do His will in the earth.
Sowing Into Your Field of Inheritance
We don’t always realize that what we do today sets the stage for our tomorrow. Another powerful principle I have learned that has empowered me to be a generous person is the need to sow into my field of inheritance. God really taught this to me as we were launching into media ministry. While I was in prayer, God spoke to my heart saying that He had called me to invade the media industry with the power of God. I knew it was His desire for our ministry to go onto television.
I was speaking at a conference in the United States, and while I was ministering, the Lord spoke to my heart to sow my honorarium as a speaker back into the host’s ministry who had brought me in. I felt very distinctively to sow into his media ministry. He had a weekly television program. My first thought was, “Well, God, I think he has more money than I do, and I don’t think he needs my money.” God replied, “Do you want to have a media ministry?” I thought about it for a bit and said, “Yes. I believe it is Your will for me to go into television.” God replied, “Then sow your honorarium into his media ministry. You are sowing into your own inheritance.”
A joy erupted in my heart, and I cheerfully gave into my host’s ministry. I had an excitement and anticipation for what was to come. The Lord then led me to the account in Genesis 26 of Isaac coming into the land of his inheritance. A principle would unfold before me that would change my life forever.
When Isaac entered his land of inheritance, it was a barren wasteland. Just like many of us, he probably said, “God, is this my inheritance? A barren desert? There has to be more.” Then Isaac did something very strategic and very smart. Rather than getting discouraged with his land and just packing it in and moving on, he stayed where God had sent him, kept what God had given him, and began to sow seed into his land. Within the same year he reaped one hundredfold. (See Genesis 26:12–14.) The supernatural favor of God went before him, releasing a supernatural blessing over his life and inheritance. His entire inheritance was transformed as he sowed into it.
I have walked this truth out in my own life. After the Lord instructed me to sow into my ministry colleague’s television ministry, just three months later the phone rang in my office. It was GOD TV, an international television network, calling to see if we had interest in launching a TV program on their network. God had spoken to me earlier, “You will not have to run after the TV networks. They will come to you.” I had divine instructions from the Lord not to run after the networks. So I took it into private prayer. As I prayed and sowed into my land of inheritance by sowing finances into another person’s TV ministry, God released His favor on my life, opening doors I could not have opened on my own. Never forget this: obedience brings favor! And you don’t need favor with everyone! God will give you favor with key people that will open doors for you. He will put you in the right place at the right time with the right people to unfold His plan and purpose for your life. Ever since I prayed and sowed in obedience, our media ministry has been continually expanding worldwide.
When I sow seeds, I’ve learned to be specific. When I sowed into this other ministry, I was very specific in my heart. I wrapped faith around my seed. I sowed intentionally believing God for a specific harvest. I sowed into TV ministry believing God for my own TV ministry. I sowed into my land of inheritance. When you sow financially, always sow in faith believing God for a specific area of breakthrough. If you know God has called you to travel on a missions trip, sow into missions and trust God that He will provide for your missions ministry. If God has called you to revival, sow into revival ministries. If God has called you to media, sow into media ministries. Be specific in your faith, and identify your land of inheritance.
Sow a Seed of Gratitude
One thing I have learned about the power of generosity is the power of sowing a seed of gratitude and thankfulness. When someone does something nice for you, take the time to express thankfulness and gratitude. It will go a long way. And it’s the right thing to do. Never take any blessing for granted. If God has someone show you favor, thank them. Pray for creative ways to be a blessing back to those who have blessed you. This means a lot to God and to other people.
I heard of a man and woman who gave a sizable contribution to the church to honor the memory of their son who lost his life in the war. When the announcement was made of the generous donation, a woman whispered to her husband, “Let’s give the same amount for our boy!” Her husband said, “What are you talking about? Our son wasn’t killed.” “That’s just the point,” she said. “Let’s give it as an expression of our gratitude to God for sparing his life!”7
When I look at my own brother’s life, it amazes me. We came into relationship with God when I was fourteen and my brother was fifteen. About a year later, my brother backslid away from God. For twenty years my mom prayed for him. Then, when he was in one of my meetings, the Lord powerfully encountered him; he turned back to God and was ignited in his relationship with God. Right after he came into relationship with God, something supernatural happened in him. I brought my brother, Rick, to a ministry event so he could be further exposed to the anointing of the Holy Spirit. During the offering time I was amazed when he pulled out his checkbook and wrote out a thousand-dollar check! He instantly received a heart to give. The more he gave, the happier he became! He loved to give.
He shared with me privately what God was doing in him. “Matt, I am so thankful and appreciative to God for what He has done for me I just want to give back. I love Him so much.” I realized my brother was giving solely out of a thankful heart of love and gratitude. What happened next shocked us all.
My brother owned his own heating and air conditioning business in New Hampshire. As things began to slow down with the economy, businesses were going down all around him. He called me to say, “Matt, I don’t know where my next job is going to come from. I have no work.” Yet he was sowing a thousand dollars into an offering! Many people would think that was crazy. If they see possible lack ahead of them, they hold on to what they have; they don’t give it away. Not my brother! He gave and gave and gave. He had stumbled right into God’s law of generosity.
As he gave even during a time of great need, suddenly he started to get phone calls for new jobs. While other businesses were collapsing, my brother’s soared and prospered. The more he gave, the more jobs came to him. Since then he has sowed in the thousands, and thousands have come back to him. His harvest has come through divine opportunities set before him, favor with contractors, and favor with customers. He has favor with God and with man.
But his motive is very important. He learned to sow seeds of gratitude and thankfulness. He sows out of love for God, and he sows back into people who have been a blessing to him. This gratitude has opened even more doors and brought more kingdom wealth to him.
One of Rick’s builders was producing a costly TV show to promote their business. Because my brother was thankful for the work this builder had provided for him, he felt a peace to sow $7,500 into his TV show. He sowed a seed of gratitude. That month not only did the $7,500 come back to him in work, but much, much more. As a result of my brother’s act of appreciation, he gained even more favor from that builder. Now he does predominantly all this builder’s work. This builder has given Rick 90 percent of his homes and more recommendations for business in the community, which has resulted in even more work. As I said earlier, you can’t out-give God! Generosity, thankfulness, and appreciation attract blessings like a magnet. It’s important that we cultivate the same heart that was in the one leper who came back to Jesus to thank Him for healing him. Ten were healed, but only one was thankful. (See Luke 17:17–18.)
Discerning Your Harvest
You can believe for and expect a harvest. I remember a popular minister once shared how Dr. Oral Roberts rebuked him for how he received his offerings. Dr. Roberts said to the evangelist, “You teach people to sow a seed, but you don’t tell them about the harvest.” He went on to explain that it is important for people to believe there is a harvest in order for them to access it by faith.
Scripture teaches in Luke 6:38, “Give, and [gifts] will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over, will they pour into [the pouch formed by] the bosom [of your robe and used as a bag]. For with the measure you deal out [with the measure you use when you confer benefits on others], it will be measured back to you.”
It’s important that we learn to discern our harvest. Many times when we sow finances, we think somehow money is going to fall out of the air into our laps. While God most definitely can provide you with miracle finances by having money appear in your bank account, it doesn’t always happen that way. Many times our harvest can come in different forms of blessings and provision.
Deuteronomy 8:18 says that God gives us “power to get wealth.” Sometimes our harvest can come in the form of a creative idea that will produce kingdom finances in our lives. It may also come in the form of an open door or by God giving you a relationship with someone who will end up being a super blessing in your life. Look for divine opportunities that God puts before you. God may open up a new job opportunity for you or give you such wisdom in your job that you end up getting a raise. One thing I have learned about favor: when you solve a problem for someone else, there is a favor released on you with that person that can come in the form of a raise, bonus, or promotion on the job. This is what happened to Joseph. He solved Pharaoh’s problem by interpreting his dream. As a result, God’s favor promoted him over the entire nation.
If you just want to maintain where you are and not excel or go beyond the status quo, you will probably not move forward or experience any extra blessings on your job. It’s part of being a good steward. When we look for ways to go beyond the norm and even do things that are beyond what is required of us to do, God sees it all, and He is the rewarder. He can easily speak to the heart of your boss to give you an increase. But that probably won’t happen if you are being lazy and just getting by. Here are some things to think about. Do you arrive to work early? Do you ever leave late? Do you ever do things that are not required of you just because you see that it needs to be done? Do you ever pray for God to give you creative ideas that will be a blessing to your work place and bring increase to those you may work for? These are all things we can do to sow into our land of inheritance. Reaping the harvest God has for you can take place in your everyday life Monday through Friday. As you sow seeds of excellence, character, integrity, hard work, diligence, honor, and a good attitude, you will surely reap a harvest of blessing. Sowing good seeds releases God’s favor on your life.
Power in Partnership
Paul taught a powerful principle concerning partnership. Regarding those who sowed into Paul’s ministry, he made this statement in Philippians 4:17–19: “Not that I seek or am eager for [your] gift, but I do seek and am eager for the fruit which increases to your credit [the harvest of blessing that is accumulating to your account]. But I have [your full payment] and more; I have everything I need and am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent me. [They are the] fragrant odor of an offering and sacrifice which God welcomes and in which He delights. And my God will liberally supply (fill to the full) your every need according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”
Paul taught that as people partnered with him in the work of the gospel by sowing into his ministry, they would have increased fruit and have every one of their needs met out of God’s riches in glory in Christ Jesus. I firmly believe this for every person who partners with us in the work of the gospel. As we touch and transform lives together, we can confidently trust God that He will more than take care of us.
It’s More Than Just Money
Sowing into your land of inheritance is not just sowing money. Everything you do is an act of sowing! When you show love to someone, say a kind word, encourage them, pray for their breakthrough, live with integrity, go beyond what’s expected of you, pick up the lunch bill, support an orphan in India, or sow into an offering received at church—all of these things are sowing. Do for others what you want to see happen in your own life. If you want more open doors, help to open a door for someone else. If you need finances, give finances to someone else. If you want to have friends, be a friendly person. If you want to receive love from others, start giving love to others. Leo Buscaglia said, “Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life around.”8 Never underestimate the smallest seed you sow into another person’s life. Many times the smallest seeds turn into the biggest trees.
Mother Teresa couldn’t have said it better: “Every time you smile at someone, it is an action of love, a gift to that person, a beautiful thing. We shall never know all the good that a simple smile can do.”9
Living a life filled with power will be reflected in the legacy our lives leave behind. The more giving of a person we are, the greater the impact our lives will have on others and the greater the legacy we will leave behind. Winston Churchill once said, “We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.”10
“There are three kinds of givers—the flint, the sponge and the honeycomb. To get anything out of a flint you must hammer it. And then you get only chips and sparks. To get water out of a sponge you must squeeze it, and the more you use pressure, the more you will get. But the honeycomb just overflows with its own sweetness. Which kind of giver are you?”11 Let’s be the kind of person whose life overflows with the sweetness of giving God’s love, leaving a trail of transformed lives behind us all the way to eternity.
Activate and Release Your Generosity
Giving will create a legacy that will far outlive your time here on earth—this is the way of the hero.
Let’s start a movement, change the world, and leave a legacy for generations to come through the power of generosity. Pay it forward. When you do an act of generosity for someone, ask them to “pay it forward” by doing something nice for three other people. Here’s some ways how:
1. Buy a homeless person dinner.

2. Buy someone’s groceries who is struggling financially.

3. Donate some of your good clothes to the poor.

4. Participate in a food outreach at a homeless shelter or ministry.

5. Give a charitable donation and financially partner with a ministry that is impacting lives.

Make this a daily commitment, and not only will you see transformation in someone else’s life, but you will also see it in your own as well!


CHAPTER 14
The Power of Love
Let’s Start a Revolution

IN EVERY MOVIE there is a protagonist and there is an antagonist, a good guy and a bad guy. The key elements that differentiate the good guy from the bad guy are issues of the heart. The hero wants to save the world but must go through a process of self-discovery. The villain is usually just after power from the start. Just like Superman and Lex Luthor, Batman and the Joker, Spider-Man and the Green Goblin, the villain’s intention is to rule the world without love. What makes a hero great is his desire to serve the world through his sacrifice of love. Faith without love is power without fruit. God wants His power to flow through the fruit, not apart from it. Love is the most powerful force in the world. It has the power and ability to pull people out of the darkest pit of pain and despair. To live a life filled with power means living a life filled with love. Usually when we think of living in the power of God, we automatically equate power with faith. For sure, faith is an important ingredient in experiencing God’s power in your life. Jesus often said to people, “Trust Me; by your faith you are healed.” The release of God’s power in people’s lives was often connected to faith. We have faith, hope, and love. But the greatest of these is love (1 Cor. 13:13)!
The Demonstration Power of Love
Many people refer to my mom as “Mama Sorger.” She is truly a spiritual mother to many. Whenever my mom travels with me on the road as part of our team, I see faces light up wherever she goes. It’s true. From airport attendees, to store clerks, to hotel workers, to those who attend our meetings—just one hug, kind word, or smile from my mom can heal and soften the hardest of hearts. She has a way of bringing the pure light of God with her wherever she goes. It’s who she is. She doesn’t have to act loving; she is loving. The love of God exudes from her wherever she is. When we are home and visit the local diner for dinner, all the waitresses run over to her to hug her when she walks through the door. It’s amazing to see. People aren’t drawn to her because of her charismatic personality or because of some natural thing. They are drawn by the love. I have seen women totally healed on the inside and out as my mom wraps her arms around them. I’ve seen women sob in her arms as God’s love heals them of years of emotional hurt and pain.
I was in a service praying for the sick. Both my parents were with me that night. As I was praying for people at the altar, I noticed a woman who literally looked like a skeleton. She was so weak she couldn’t even stand. She sat in the front row, patiently waiting for me to notice and pray for her. I asked my mom to come and agree with me for this woman’s healing. We found out that she was suffering from bone cancer. She was just skin and bones. I grabbed her hands and prayed the prayer of faith. After I prayed for her, my mom proceeded to wrap her arms around this woman and just simply speak the Word of God over her. The love of God exuded from my mom right into this woman. As God’s love surged into her, suddenly I heard a commotion in the room. I looked up to see this woman, who could not even stand on her own, jumping, leaping, and dancing around the altar. She was yelling out, “I’m healed! I’m healed! The pain is gone!” She exclaimed, “I have to go tell my family Jesus healed me!” She ran out of the service to her son who was waiting in the car for the meeting to be over. What a night of rejoicing that family had.
I saw it right there in front of me. Love had healed this woman. The more I saw God’s love in operation, the more I realized its power to bring healing, restoration, and freedom in people’s lives. Then God brought me to Galatians 5:6, which says, “For [if we are] in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith activated and energized and expressed and working through love.”
It was there in Scripture the whole time. It’s not just faith that releases power. It’s faith working through love. The Amplified Bible explains that love causes faith to be activated, energized, and expressed. Love puts faith into motion and action. Faith is like the battery cylinder, and love is the power within the battery. Love will propel our faith into motion, releasing the unlimited power of God! Love removes all the limits!
Mother Teresa said, “Open your hearts to the love God instills. God loves you tenderly. What He gives you is not to be kept under lock and key but to be shared.”1 God’s love releases His power to be shared with others.
A Father’s Heart
And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers.

—MALACHI 4:6, KJV

As a child I remember that my dad was always working. He made the choice to work six to seven days a week and sometimes sixty to seventy hours a week just to make ends meet. It was important to my parents that my mom have the ability to stay home and raise my brother and me. Because of my dad’s sacrifice of love, I was able to grow up in a safe and loving environment where all my needs were met.
My father’s love was shown very differently than my mother’s. While she showed a lot of physical affection, his love was shown through acts of service. Due to old age, my grandparents on my mother’s side both needed to come live with us for the last ten years of their lives. My dad made the choice to sacrifice and help my mom care for them twenty-four hours a day. I remember how he used to bathe my grandfather and give him haircuts. It would be a fight the whole way, but in the end my grandpa couldn’t stop thanking my dad. It left a lasting impression on me.
One of my mom’s brothers faced some serious mental health issues. He lived in a boarding house in extremely unsanitary conditions. My dad would take a bucket of hot water and soap and get down on his hands and knees and scrub the room from top to bottom until it sparkled. My dad made it the cleanest room in the building. Whenever my “Blue Bomb” or any other car my family had would have mechanical difficulties, my dad would lie under the car for hours fixing it. One time my car broke down at college, and my dad drove four hours in the rain to get to me so he could fix the engine in the pouring rain. That’s love in action. Even though I didn’t see my dad a lot as a kid due to his sacrificial work schedule, God has more than made up for it, as now he is my full-time travel partner in ministry around the world.
Love Looks Like Your Family
A lot of people want to have ministries of power or successful careers; meanwhile they have family members at home in pain. Ministry starts with your family. If you save the whole world, but lose your family, what are you left with in the end? Nothing. Love looks like your family. At one of our conferences we host in New York, a dear friend of ours, Heidi Baker, shared a moving testimony on how God dealt with her heart concerning her family. In sincere vulnerability and humility, Heidi opened up and shared that there had been a dysfunctional mind-set finding its way into the Baker household. “We put the lost before each other,” she truthfully admitted.
Heidi then shared how the mercy of God shook her family, causing her and Rolland to truly understand the love of the Father. God “broke in” on them in a deeper way through a sudden breakdown that hit Heidi’s husband, Rolland. He was diagnosed with dementia, cerebral malaria, and a series of mini-strokes that left him totally helpless with a few weeks to live. But God had a redeeming plan for the Baker family. He showed them what His love looked like through selflessly loving each other and the importance of putting your family first. Heidi continued to share “that God’s plan is that we will have victory and flow with such radical love that the world will run to the church.”2
Heidi was driven to a point where she was willing to give up everything for Rolland, and when she held and loved on her husband as she would her African children, God ultimately blessed the Bakers by saving fifty thousand souls in two years through their ministry and then totally and completely healing Rolland. We learn firsthand through these experiences and testimonies shared by Heidi Baker that God’s love clearly looks like your family! As God commissions you to love the world, remember it starts in your own home. When you pass this test, it will position you to break a generation through.
The Forgotten Ones
I’ll never forget the day I entered into my first leper colony in India. The stench was almost unbearable. The site of rotting flesh, swarming flies, and dilapidated shacks shocked my senses. As I walked along the dirt road toward the leper colony, a gentle rain began to descend from above. I looked to see the faces of my team who had come with me from America. Some were in shock. Others were bewildered. As we passed dilapidated shacks, some with no doors and with walls that were falling down, lepers began to come out of their places of hiding to greet us. This was home to a group of fifty or more lepers who lived on the outskirts of the city of Chennai, India. One man sat in a makeshift wheelchair. It was more like a wagon that needed to be pulled by others. He had no hands, no legs, and was suffering from open sores all over his body and face. He sat there looking up at us with eyes of pain and despair. His face was half sunken in. Flies swarmed in his open wounds.
I stood amazed as my team entered into this colony of forgotten people, God’s children cut off from society. They were cut off from their families and long-forgotten friends, alone, rejected, despised, and cast out. Mother Teresa has said, “The biggest disease today is not leprosy or tuberculosis, but rather the feeling of being unwanted.”3 Imagine the deep pain of isolation and rejection these individuals have endured. This was their existence. Some would call it hell on earth.
An unusual warmth filled my heart as I saw my teammates running to these people, opening their arms wide, hugging them, and just pouring out the love of God. Some of our women sat in the dirt as the leper women lay in their laps. You could see desperate eyes being filled with hope and life. That day we wrapped our arms around each leper one at a time. We loved them. We prayed for them. We fed them. We held them—the rejected of the earth.
As I prayed for one woman, she began to wail and cry out with tears streaming down her face. The power of God was touching her. Something deep inside was being set free by the love and power of Jesus. Her face of desperation turned to a face of joy as she reached out her arms to hug me and thank me. It very well could have been the first human touch and contact she had in years, maybe the first in her entire life. Never underestimate the power of a touch! It can bring healing.
As I stood before each leper, I laid my hands on them, praying for their healing and freedom. Some may say, “Matt, don’t you know leprosy is contagious? Should you be laying your hands on them with open sores and wounds?” Well, I would say, “God is more powerful than leprosy! Love is more powerful than disease. Love is more powerful than the deepest pain and scars people carry, on the inside and out.” The ultimate answer for man’s need is love. Love is the one thing that will never fail. It has a 100 percent success rate.
Shortly after returning home from my trip to India, my phone rang. It was a pastor from India who had accompanied us on our trip to the leper colony. He was weeping on the other end of the phone. “Matt, I have to tell you what has happened. We have brought other ministers out with us to the lepers. One was so afraid of catching leprosy that he sat in the car and prayed for the lepers through the car window with the window up. Another team we brought in left the food at the front of the colony and wouldn’t go in. They didn’t want to get too close to the lepers.” He continued, “But you and your team, when you went, you sat with the lepers. You fed the lepers. You prayed for them.” He began to tell me how he went back to the leper colony two weeks after we were there to follow up. When he visited, the lepers told him, “When that white man came and prayed for us, when he touched us and put his hand on us, something happened. The leprosy has stopped in our bodies!” The pastor wept as he testified of the healing power that had touched these lost and forgotten people. It was the power of unconditional love.
A Cripple Boy Walks
On another trip to India, one of our team members experienced the amazing power of God’s love. I was praying on the platform, during one of our Healing Festivals, for those who needed healing. Our team was out in the field also praying for people. One of our team members, Rich, found a young boy lying in the dirt, unable to walk due to paralysis in his legs. Rich’s heart became overwhelmed with God’s love for this young boy. He picked him up in his arms and held him as he prayed. Suddenly Rich could feel the young boy’s legs beginning to kick. As he placed him down on the ground, strength came into his legs and he walked! He was healed by God! Oh, what healing power there is in God’s love!
I think the most powerful love of all is the love that gives expecting nothing in return. So many times we give with strings attached. We think, “Well, if I do this for you, then what are you going to do for me?” That’s not real love. Love gives expecting nothing in return. Love gives to those who have nothing for you. It’s this kind of selfless love that truly moves the heart of God.
Living a Life of Unlimited Power
How would you like to live with unlimited power? Power to heal the sick. Power to see people set free. Power to live a life of wholeness and victory over your own pain and weaknesses. I think this is what we all desire, but many times we live beneath all God has for us because either we haven’t fully received or we haven’t fully given His love to others. Love will not only transform you, but it will also transform others through you.
Tremendous supernatural power flows through love. Jesus was a man who saw all the sick healed. He never turned one person away. He never said, “Sorry, I can’t help you. Your problems are just too difficult. That’s beyond Me.” No. He had the power to help every person who ever reached out to Him. He was not motivated by selfish gain. He didn’t give to others based on what He could get back from them. He gave simply because He loved. This was His main mission in life, to reveal the love of God to broken, messed-up people—people who seemed beyond repair. These are the ones He came for.
As I study the life of Jesus, I realize a truth that has transformed my own life and ministry: love was the secret source of Jesus’s power. It’s what enabled Him to heal every sick person who came to Him. It was what gave Him the ability to move in a power that broke through the natural laws and limitations of the earthly realm. Let me explain.
Jesus really established a model and example for us to follow and learn from. One moment that stands out to me the most is in Matthew 14 when Jesus receives the news that His cousin, John the Baptist, just had his head cut off for standing up for truth and righteousness. It was a deep loss.
We must never forget that although Jesus was God in the flesh, Jesus was also a man just like us. He had feelings and emotions and was even tempted in every way we have ever been tempted. He has experienced it all. That’s why He can relate so well to us.
But as Jesus went to a solitary place to pray and work through what He was experiencing, the crowds found out where He was going to be. They followed Him. While Jesus was going through His own problems, He was confronted with the deep needs and pains of the people around Him. His response to this reveals why He had so much power present in His life to help others: “When He went ashore and saw a great throng of people, He had compassion (pity and deep sympathy) for them and cured their sick” (Matt. 14:14).
When Jesus saw the deep pain and needs of the people, He was moved with compassion. As compassion and love flowed in His heart, power flowed through His hands and body, healing the sick people around Him. Somehow love was connected to the power Jesus had. It was a selfless love that caused Jesus to put His own problems aside to help others in their moment of need.
If you really want God to use you to help others, you will quickly discover that ministry will not always be convenient. So many wait until everything is just right in their lives. They say, “When I have enough money...” “When this situation is dealt with...” “When this person acknowledges my call, then I will be used by God.” If you wait for every situation in your life to be perfect before God uses you, you will be waiting a long time.
Sometimes the greatest power flows through you when you feel the least ready. It’s not about everything being perfect. It’s about having God’s heart for people. You can be facing serious situations in your own life, and in the process God will still use you to help others, but you have to be willing to be inconvenienced.
Not only was Jesus willing, but He also showed us why such power could flow through Him. He was moved with compassion. This was the key! He actually cared about people. His heart was genuine and sincere. Something happened in Jesus that day. As love flowed in Him, God’s healing power was released to minister healing and freedom to multitudes of others.
Compassion Draws God’s Power to You
Not only will God’s compassion in you release His power through you, but it will also draw His power to you! Delia Knox was crippled in a wheelchair for twenty-two years, paralyzed from the waist down. She couldn’t even feel her legs. For the first ten years of her paralysis, she woke up each morning wondering if that day would be the day for her healing. With each passing day, month, and year her hope became deferred, and she wondered if she would just have to live this way forever. Now twenty-two years had come and gone, and she found herself in a healing meeting; truthfully she didn’t want to be there. She was uncomfortable in such places because she didn’t want to be let down again, but something miraculous happened that night.
A mother brought to the platform her baby, who needed healing from a kidney disease. As Delia saw this child’s condition, her heart was moved with deep compassion. She began to pray, “Lord, You have to do something for that baby!” Then suddenly the evangelist and pastor came off the platform and began to pray for her. Her heart at that moment was filled with compassion for the baby, so much so that something deep inside of her softened. Suddenly she could feel hands on her legs! Sensation was coming back. As the pastor said, “Let faith arise in this woman,” she heard the Holy Spirit say, “Get up!” And up she went! For the first time in twenty-two years she was standing. As those around her helped her begin to take her first steps, God’s healing power surged through her.
Today she is 100 percent healed and is fully walking and praising God for her healing. She testifies that as God’s compassion filled her heart for another person, it actually drew God’s power back toward herself for her own healing. Delia’s husband says, “When compassion goes out, virtue comes in. What happened was a boomerang effect.” Faith came alive in Delia’s heart for healing through the power of compassion.4
A Personal Meeting With Dr. Oral Roberts
One of America’s great healing evangelists was Dr. Oral Roberts. Known for his large tent meetings across America in the 1950s, Dr. Roberts witnessed the tremendous healing power of God on a regular basis. A few months before he passed away on December 15, 2009, at the age of ninety-one, I had the privilege of sitting with him in his living room for several hours. We shared some wonderful conversation, and then he prayed over me. I asked him what the secret was to his healing ministry. I was amazed by his answer. He said, “Well, many think I would say faith. And true, faith is important, but I knew I had faith. The Bible teaches that all men who believe in Christ have a measure of faith. So all Christians have faith. Because the Bible tells me I have faith, I simply believe it. But I would find myself before a healing crusade meeting going into my hotel room and praying and seeking God for His love to fill my heart. I would pray for God to cause me to love the people and to care about their conditions. As I sought after the love of God, the miracles exploded in my meetings.” In another meeting Dr. Roberts shared, “If you want to heal the sick, you must love the sick.”
It was just as Paul taught in Galatians 5:6. Faith was activated by love, releasing the power of God to help people overcome the most impossible situations.
Releasing God’s Love
I will never forget the night I was ministering in Wales. It had once been the home of an amazing move of God back in 1904. I felt led that night to call people forward for prayer for healing. As I was praying for people at the altar, my eye caught a woman sitting down in her seat about halfway back in the auditorium. I felt prompted by God to go and pray for her. But my mind said, “God, if she wanted prayer, she would be up at the altar.” I couldn’t shake the impression I was feeling.
So I made my way back to where the woman was sitting. I asked her, “May I pray for you?” She looked up at me and with a scowl on her face said, “No! I don’t want you to pray for me!” She continued, “I didn’t even want to be here tonight. My husband made me come!” I looked up at God and said, “I told You.” Again I felt, “Pray for her.” So I asked again, “May I pray for you?” She said, “I’ve had everyone pray for me, and I’m still sick! I’ve gone to the doctors and had operations and nothing has worked. God doesn’t love me, and He doesn’t want to heal me!” She was mad, angry, and depressed—not a good combination for the prayer of faith. She began to tell me all the sickness she had in her body. It was a long list! I never knew one person could have so much wrong with them.
I finally had to stop her and ask her one more time if I could pray for her. She now reluctantly agreed. As she stood to her feet, she just looked at me with an icy cold stare. I wasn’t sure where I was going to muster up the faith to believe God for her healing. I was just acting in obedience to God.
It would have been very easy for me to react to her anger and animosity toward me. I could have easily walked away with my own flesh offended by her bad attitude. But I knew I had to obey God. As I closed my eyes and began to pray, suddenly something began to happen inside of me. I didn’t care one bit how angry this woman was with me. My heart began to be overwhelmed with a supernatural love for her! As this love filled my heart, I lost sight of her earthly condition and saw what God could do.
As love infused my heart, power flowed out of my spirit into her body. She began weeping and laughing at the same time. All the pain left her body, and she was completely healed and set free. Not only was she physically healed of all her pain and infirmity, but also she could feel God’s presence again. “I have felt spiritually dead for five years. I haven’t felt God’s presence at all! But it’s like a new life has flowed into me. I am close to God again,” she exclaimed.
Love has the power to pull people out of the deepest pits of despair, heal them, restore them, and give them a new life. God’s love can even overcome people’s depression, anger, and lack of faith.
I remember one trip our team took to India to minister in a healing crusade. God’s power was present to heal the sick, set people free, and bring people to faith in Christ. While I was preaching, my dad, Rich, was standing off to the side of the platform. As he was looking over the crowd, he couldn’t help but notice this one particular man who was near the front. The man kept staring at my dad with eyes that said, “If I get near enough to you, I am going to kill you.” My dad felt prompted simply to pray the love of God over him. Throughout the entire crusade meeting my dad silently prayed for this one man.
At the end of the meeting, as we were leaving, this man came running after us and was intercepted by some of our security. As he made his way through, he just wanted to testify of a miracle he received. For years he had suffered from mental torment. He said, “As I was staring at that man [referring to my dad], my mind was healed.” As my dad simply prayed God’s love over him, God’s power was released, completely setting his mind free.
The Spirit of Adoption
Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep one self unspotted from the world.

—JAMES 1:27, NKJV

Another way of releasing God’s love to those who need it most is through the spirit of adoption. Christians are becoming a part of the solution to the world’s brokenness by opening their hearts up to foster parenting and adopting orphans—children that for one reason or another were given up by their natural birth parents. One such family is the Ragsdales, who began foster care about fifteen years ago and have had over seventy-five children in their home. Some children have stayed a few months, some for up to five years.
They adopted one child when he was four years old. He is eleven now. One day they asked their newly adopted son, “How did we become your parents and you become our son?” He replied, “I prayed to God for a new mom and dad, and God gave me you. When I get older, I will obey you. Now go and write that down.” They gave hima new name, Josiah, which means, “Yahweh heals.” “The Lord continues to expand our hearts with His presence, so we are able to reachout and pour His love into His children,” shared Denise Ragsdale.
Heidi Baker, a missionary in Mozambique, Africa, shared a heart-wrenching story with me about a young girl named Angelique. As a child she had been tied to a tree by her uncle and raped over and over again by the men in her village. When Heidi and her husband, Rolland, rescued this young girl, she had human bite marks all over her body. She had been brutalized by the depravity of man’s sin. But the love of God is more powerful! When she first came home with them, she couldn’t even raise her head up. She was so weak. But as Heidi, Rolland, and their team loved her, held her, and prayed over her, God’s healing power began to bring restoration. Soon she was not only able to lift up her head, but she also began eating and then walking. Today she is a beautiful young lady, healed and made whole by the power of God’s love. She was able to completely forgive her uncle and the men who abused her and live the life God destined for her, a life of joy, peace, blessing, and fulfillment. She not only was made whole by God’s love, but she was then able to release it to those who were the least deserving.
Fruit-Driven Life
But earnestly desire and zealously cultivate the greatest and best gifts and graces (the higher gifts and the choicest graces). And yet I will show you a still more excellent way [one that is better by far and the highest of them all—love].

—1 CORINTHIANS 12:31

It’s very important to know that Jesus’s life and ministry were not gift driven; they were fruit driven. Sure, Jesus was empowered by the Holy Spirit and operated in tremendous gifts from God. But His life was not driven by these gifts. His life was driven and motivated by fruit. Jesus was motivated by the very thing God is—love. Jesus didn’t seek after the gifts of God alone. He sought after the love of God. God’s love and compassion compelled Jesus to release supernatural power to those who needed it most.
The reason love is so powerful is because love is what marks us as believers in God. (See John 13:34–35.) Love is what makes us different and sets us apart. Too many times we mark each other by our gifts. God marks us by our love—not just our love for Him but also our love for one another.
His love in you will release an overflowing power that will be far beyond just the manifestation of a gift. Love will cause you to manifest Christ Himself removing all the limitations to what God can do through you. When your life is compelled forward by fruit, it stays pure and clean. Motives remain pure, ambitions remain holy, and God is truly glorified. Not only will people see God’s power, they will experience His heart and see His face.
I remember one day as a child walking through the front door and breaking down in tears because of a problem I was having with a kid at school. That day God spoke to my mom’s heart, “Just love him.” It sounded so simple. Yet it was that very love that helped me through that moment of pain. We may not have the ability to completely fix someone’s pain or change their circumstances, but we can love them. Love in itself is a healing agent. Mother Teresa has said, “I have found the paradox, that if you love until it hurts, there can be no more hurt, only more love.”5 This means that when we really love others, we will also feel their pain. But as we keep on loving, eventually the pain is replaced by love.
The unconditional love and support of both my mom and dad strengthened me during difficult times. They are my everyday heroes. I know it was because of their love that God was able to bring me through and use what I walked through to become more effective in helping others.
God has brought me from a survivor to an overcomer! In high school I was very bold in sharing my faith with others. Years later I would find out from different ones how my stand for God deeply impacted them and was a part of them eventually coming to know God in their own lives. I now stand whole in God and am able to minister God’s power to others. We have seen thousands saved, healed, set free, and touched by God’s power in more than twenty-five nations of the earth. He does a work in you so He can do a work through you! I learned by experience that when you set your love upon God, He works everything for your good, even the bad things. It really is true; love never fails (1 Cor. 13:8)!
The Ultimate Expression of Love
This is My commandment: that you love one another [just] as I have loved you. No one has greater love [no one has shown stronger affection] than to lay down (give up) his own life for his friends. You are My friends if you keep on doing the things which I command you to do.

—JOHN 15:12–14

Jesus Christ is the ultimate expression of God’s love. He laid down His life so that we can lay down our lives and release His love to the world. There is no greater love than to sacrifice your life for another. Love compelled Jesus all the way to the cross. Love resurrected Him from the grave. Love set you and me free so that we can be fruitful vessels of His power.
Jesus is the ultimate hero. When you accept Him into your life, Jesus becomes the hero in you. He is your source, your harness, and your release. If you don’t know Christ, please take a moment and say this prayer with me now.
Heavenly Father, I come to You and confess my faith in Your Son, Jesus Christ. I believe that He is the Son of God and that He was crucified, died on the cross, and was raised to life on the third day. I ask You to forgive me of all my sin and cleanse my life with Your precious blood. I repent of and renounce everything that has grieved You, and I surrender my entire life to You. Come and fill me with the Holy Spirit, and empower me to walk with You all the days of my life. In Jesus’s name, amen. 


God now has an assignment for you to do. Go and share His love with everyone you know.
You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you and I have appointed you [I have planted you], that you might go and bear fruit and keep on bearing, and that your fruit may be lasting [that it may remain, abide], so that whatever you ask the Father in My Name [as presenting all that I AM], He may give it to you. This is what I command you: that you love one another.

—JOHN 15:16–17



Activate and Release His Love
It’s time to start a love revolution that releases the authentic power of God within you. Here are some ways how:
1. Lay hands on the sick in Jesus’s name.

2. Set the captives free in Jesus’s name.

3. Share the gospel with someone who needs to hear.

4. Hug someone who is lonely.

5. Visit an elderly person in your local nursing home.

The Hero Movement
There’s a hero in all of us. That hero is Christ.
Join me in the hero movement as we release the power of God to the world through Christ’s fruit within us. It’s time to unleash the hero within. So let’s do it!
Submit your hero testimonies to www.powerforlifebook.com.
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POWER FOR LIFE MEDIA CURRICULUM - Perfect for churches,
bible tudies, small group settings and individuals

+ 12Teschings o0 €D
+ 12Teachings on DVD

- Power for Life Book

- Power for Life Workbook

- Power for Life romo Poster

POWER FOR LIFE 40 DAY ONLINE BOOTCAMP -
40 days of personal mentoring with Matt Sorger

- Daily PowerTalk Video
« Daily Scripture Devotional

« Daily Application

- Daily Prayer

+ LiveWeb Stream Q & A Sessions

POWER FOR LIFE

40 DAY DEVOTIONAL
Spend a few minutes each day
being inspired to live a powerful,
overcoming, joyful, victorious ife.

7o obtain these Power for Life Resourcesplease visit
powerforifebook.com, mattsorgeronine.com or ol 631-721-9383.
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ADVANCING YOUR DESTINY
Howto PullYour uturento Your Now
Teschings inclode

~The Power of Vion and Destiny

 Advancing Your Destiny with Excellnce.
 Pullng YourFutureintoYour Now

~ Unlesting Yous Propheti Promise

. THE SECRET SOURCE OF POWER
Intimacy and the Anointing
Teachings nclude:
- Digging Your Ovnwell
- TrePrayerlfe
~ Binting Revhal Thvough inmacy

OPERATING IN CREATIVE MIRACLES

Teachings ndhude:
+ Gads Wil toHesl

« Faith for Creative Miaces

- FourMethods of Dvine Healing
- Releaing the Healng Anoning

1S YOUR SHADOW DANGEROUS?
Movingiin the Power Gifts

Teachings nckue:

- Actating the Power Gift: it of Healng.
Viorkingof Miaclés & the GRtof Fath

- spirual Protocol forthe Mieaculous

 FourLevesofspeaking in Tongues.

THE PRESENCE DRIVEN LIFE

( Teachings nchude:
- StessFroe Ling
- How 10 Overcome the Negatives o Lie
~ The Presence Drven L
+ NineKeys toLing i Supernatural Joy

Forofullisting of Mott teaching resources including CD' and MP35,
pleasevisitMattsarger.com. Al MSM resources can be oderect onl.
by caling 631-696-4950.
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WITH MATT SORGER

Reaching millions a week in Over 200 nations!

Spreading the gospel by television throughout America, The Middle East,
Iran, Syra, Jordan, Quatar, Saudi Avabia, China, Vietnarm, Korea,

the Phiippines, Japan, Austalia, New Zealand, Afrca, India, Nepal,
SriLanka, Pakistan, Europe and more!

With a message of love and hope Matts equipping
the believer tolive a Spirit-empoweredife.

Experience God’s POWER in YOUR Life Toda

Getinspied eaching and uping messaes
delheredtoyourcomputeror Pod by going
o matsorgercom. Ther you can s up for

1)VIDEO: POWER FOR LI TV SHOW:
Thisis Mates ullngth TV progrom

2) AUDIO: POWER FOR LIFE AUDIO ONLY:
Audoverson of TV program

3)VIDEO POWERCASTS: pecil ot vio
segents fom ot

Watch Matt on TV
every week!

Check Mattsorger.com

for your Loca stngs.

Watch every episode
24/7 On Demand @

mattsorger.com
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MATT SORGER MINISTRIES

Leading a cutting-edge ministry, Matt Sorger travels the globe empovwering believers,
churches and reglons to move higher n the power and presence of the Holy Spirt. By
‘connecting with Gods true powe: source they are transformed, healed and released to
bring hope, healing ove and joy to those Jesus died for The primary ways i which the
‘Gospels shared and broadcast through MSM are:

+ Power for Life -National and interations TV programing
reaching over 200 nations

+ Conferences - National and international teaching and impartation gatherings

+ Missions Outreach - Healing crusades, pastors and leaders conferences,
gilshome n i, diling water wells in Afrca, uikding homes n devastated
carthquake hit regions such a5 China.

« Equipping - Empowering believers with teaching resources including books,
CO% DVDS mp3s and more:

« Healing - Binging the healing power of God to the sick

Help someone else recetve powe fo fe by partnering with Matt Sorger Minisres.
Power Partners eceive a teaching message every month from Matt

For more Information about Mats Sorger Ministres, 1 sign up for Matt's weekly.
Power Email,and o become a monthly Power Partner please visit Mattsorger.com.

INFORMATION

MAILING ADDRESS: E-MAIL & WEBSITES
Matt Sorger Ministries Infomatisorgercom
POBox 1648 mattsorgercom
Seiden, NV 11784 powerforifebook com
matsorgeronline.com
PHONE AND FAX Connect with Matt on Facaboskat
facebookcom/mattsorgerpage

Telephone: 631-696-4950

Rcaien s [ Tolowtiarton Twiterar
twittercommettsorger





