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Foreword
The Bible says, "Man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward." So we know trouble is inevitable. Therefore, we need to be prepared, and Brother Schambach in his book What To Do When Trouble Comes gives us practical instruction so we never need to despair. Provision has been made for us. God has not left us defenseless.
Rev. R.W. Schambach in his usual colorful, imaginative style, gives a clear picture of what to do when trouble comes in this book containing three powerful sermons. He points us to the incalculable power we have in Christ for overcoming life's problems. Whether we face illness, death, catastrophe, financial reverses—whatever—Brother Schambach gives us a powerful reservoir to use when trouble comes.
Here are answers to life's perplexing questions. Here is hope for the hopeless. Here is strength for the weak. Begin now to appropriate what God has provided for us.
Paul F. Crouch, President Trinity Broadcasting Network
Message Number One
WHAT TO DO WHEN TROUBLE COMES
Introduction
I'm going to show you how to get rid of your trouble. I'm conscious of what the Bible says about trouble. Man that is born of a woman is of a few days, and full of trouble. (Job 14:1). I know that, but I want every one of you going though trouble to know that God knows what you are going through. You do not have to stay in that predicament. There is a way out of your trouble. And if you will listen to me, you will find the deliverance you need through Jesus Christ.
We are living in days of unparalleled trouble. It seems like all hell has vomited out every demon spirit it's ever had, and we've been invaded from outer space. The devil is out to destroy you because you split from him. And he's out to destroy the faith of God that's been planted in your life. But I want to encourage you. Jesus said, Upon this rock I will build my Church; and, the gates of hell shall not prevail against it (Matthew 16:18). Hallelujah!
Paul, the apostle, declares: We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed. (2 Corinthians 4:8). You might be pressured. You might have your back against the wall. The devil might have knocked you down, but you're not out yet! It's time to get back up on your feet and get back into the fight. Let the devil know that God has given you power over all the works of the devil (see 1 John 3:8). Hallelujah!
Just because you're saved doesn't mean you are immune to trouble. Jesus said, In the world ye shall have tribulation (John 16:33). And as long as you're in this world, you are going to have it. But it's how you face trouble that's important. It's your reaction to trouble that determines how it will affect you. How do you react?
1
Rest in the Lord
And to you who are troubled [Aren't you glad God has you in His mind!] rest with us (2 Thessalonians 1:7). Paul doesn't say, "Rest with us." What he's trying to say is, "We are in the same boat."
If you're a child of God, you're not alone in your trials. We're all troubled. But you must learn how to react to trouble — to let the devil know that you are a child of God — that you have the wherewithal to put the devil where he belongs...under your feet! Praise the Lord!
What do you do when trouble comes? Just what do you do? When you get sick, what do you do? Call a doctor!
When you need money, what do you do? Get on the phone?
It makes no difference what kind of trouble comes into your life, whether it's spiritual, physical, or mental. It may be a domestic problem in your home. The devil may be trying to break up your marriage, trying to destroy the relationship between children and father and
mother. You may get a pink slip on the job and there's no longer a job.
I don't care what kind of trouble you're going through. Learn how to rest! You're no longer your own. You have been bought with a price. Jesus said, Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you (John 15:16). God has done a work in your life, and it's His responsibility to see you through this thing.
Webster defines rest as, "freedom from outward disturbances." You see, the devil can't touch you from within. He makes trouble for you by using outside forces. What can you do about them? You need to learn how to face the devil and his trouble-making efforts and react to them scripturally. Then you will be more than a conqueror though Jesus Christ your Lord.
Jesus said, You that labor and are heavy laden, come unto Me, and find rest for your soul. For My yoke is easy (see Matthew 11:28-30). It's easy! Then how come most Christians are going around saying it's a hard, old way? If it's a hard, old way, then you're yoked up with the wrong one. My Bible says, The way of transgressors is hard (Proverbs 13:15). So if you're saying it's a hard, old way, you've been transgressing.
Jesus said, My yoke is easy, and My burden is light (Matthew 11:30).
You can tell the test and the trial some people go through because they're not praising God like they used to. If you want to put something over on the devil, shout "Hallelujah," anyhow! Never, never, let your trouble get you down. When life's problems come your way, just hold your head up high, and say, "Hallelujah," anyhow!
The Apostle Paul said to give thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ (Ephesians 5:20). He knew how to suffer, how to go though tests and trials, and how to praise God no matter what he was called to go though.
2
Call Upon the Lord
Another way you can face trouble is to learn how to call upon the Lord. When trouble comes, who do you call? When you get into trouble with the law, who do you call? You call a lawyer. When you get into money trouble, you call a banker. When you get into health trouble, you call the doctor.
Psalm 50:15 says, Call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee. You can call on God for help. That's His promise to you. David learned to call on the Lord. He said, This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles (Psalm 34:6). Hallelujah!
Not very long ago I was driving from New York City home to Philadelphia. I had been preaching and holding meetings in New York. Since home was only 100 miles away, rather than stay in a hotel somewhere, I decided to go home after the meeting.
We finished the service around midnight. I got in my car and started out for home. It was raining. I came off the New Jersey Turnpike onto the Pennsylvania Turnpike. I had the cruise control on 55 mph. Now that's driving too fast for rain, but I wanted to get home.
I was getting ready to pass an 18-wheeler. I had my CB radio on, and I even told him I was coming around him. He said, "I see you coming, preacher. Come on. It's clear."
It was a big four-lane highway. I was driving in the passing lane. I got by him, getting ready to cut in front of him with plenty of space, when all of a sudden off in the distance, I saw a woman wearing a white sweater in an automobile in the center of the highway.
What I didn't know was that her husband who was driving the car had hit the bridge and ripped his rear wheel off. It swung him around and instead of heading the way the highway was going, he occupied both lanes broadside. And I was headed straight for him, It's a good thing his wife had that white sweater on. My headlights picked up the reflection.
There are times when you just don't have time to pray. I didn't have time for prayer right then! You know what I'm talking about! You may have been in trouble just like I was. And that was trouble, man.
There wasn't any shoulder on the road at that point because I was going over a series of bridges. There was no median strip. There was nothing but solid steel barriers. There was no way out. And I couldn't pray. I couldn't get on my knees.
So, what did I do? I just hollered, "Jesus!" and my foot hit the brakes simultaneously. The car went into a slide. My first reaction was to take my foot of the brake and hit it again. When I did, I hollered again—"Jesus!"
All I did was yell out the name of Jesus. That's what you call calling on the name of the Lord. This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him and saved him out of all his troubles (Psalm 34:6).
This time the wheels caught. I looked into the rear view mirror and I saw that 18- wheeler coming up on me. I knew if the driver hit his brakes, he would jackknife and push me right into that car. So I hollered one more time, "Jesus!"
I stopped one foot from the car. Never even touched it! The 18-wheeler wasn't slowing down, however. And it looked like there wasn't any way he could get though. But he did — without touching either of us!
The car was still there. The bridge was still there. Six more tractor trailers were coming up behind. But they couldn't get through! And they were the same width as the first 18wheeler!
I called the state police on my CB, and told them to get a wrecker to get that car off the highway. It was raining, but I got out of my car. The trucker that got though asked, "Are you the preacher in that car?"
I said, "Yeah."
The other truck drivers were out there measuring and asking, "How come he could get through and we couldn't?"
I said, "You wouldn't believe it even if I did tell you why."
Then the trucker asked, "Preacher, what happened? I saw your brake lights. But there was no way I could stop, and I knew I was going to hit that car. So I just got over as close to the side as I could. But there's no way...measure my truck! There's no way I could have made it."
"Listen," I said, "God's got a great, big bridge-stretcher up there. And when you holler, 'Jesus!' He'll get you out of the tight situation you're in. If it weren't for the grace of God, you would have been dead a long time ago."
I was talking to a man who was in a refinery fire many years ago. Seventy percent of his body was burned. He should have been dead. But he's alive to tell it! He came through—it was a miracle. In the hour of trouble, God heard his cry, and He delivered him because he put his trust in the Lord. Hallelujah!
You can have peace and tranquility even in the midst of trials that you're going through right now. It makes no difference what kind of situation you're in. They may be going to foreclose on your home, but you aren't going to lose anything. You can't go under for going over. Call on the name of the Lord, because this is your hour of deliverance.
3
Work Your Faith
Call upon the name of the Lord, and He will deliver you. Jesus said, Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in Me (John 14:1). What's He trying to say? If He said it, He will do it. And if He spoke it, He will bring it to pass.
In 1960, I was preaching in Newark, New Jersey. I had rented an old Jewish building for $100 a day and I had such a revival going that I stayed for three months. That's $3,000 a month...close to $10,000 in rent.
I said, "Lord, if I'm going to stay here, why don't we just buy this thing?"
I couldn't give change for a quarter at that time. But this is how you have to learn to trust God. That night I went to church, and God gave me a message from the first chapter of Joshua, Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you (Joshua 1:3). When I preach, I don't preach to you. I preach to me! I couldn't wait to get done preaching that night so I could start treading upon the land with some footprints of this number 10 1/2.
I walked around that building and claimed it. I said, "Lord, it is mine. I claim it. I claim it. I claim it! These are my footprints. It belongs to me." (I have only one regret. I wish I had walked around the whole block!)
The next day, I saw a "For Sale" sign on the lawn with the Realtor's name on it. I pulled it right out of the lawn and went down to the realtor, laid it on his desk and asked, "Who put this on my property?"
He stood up, and asked, "Where did you get that thing?"
I replied, "652 High Street."
He said, "I just put that sign on there."
"So you're the culprit! That property is mine, and it's not for sale!"
"What?" he asked. "I represent the insurance company that owns that land. Who are you?"
"The name is Pastor Schambach. It's my building. I've been preaching in there for three months."
He said, "Preacher, you want to buy the building? They just turned down an offer of $265,000 on that building. You want to give a better offer?"
The Spirit of God spoke to me, "Offer him $75,000." If he'd said a million, I'd have said it. What's the difference whether you say $75,000 or a million? I didn't have anything anyway. That's why we need to listen to the Spirit.
"I'll give you my offer — $75,000."
"Well," he said, "I told you they turned down an offer of $265,000."
I replied, "I know what you said."
"Look," he said, "I'm not going to bother those folks."
"Who owns it?" I asked.
"North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Company. It's in Durham, North Carolina."
"Call them," I told him.
He said, "I'm not wasting any phone call."
I reached in my pocket for $2.50, and told him that I would pay for the call. "Call them. Call them. Do what I tell you and call them."
I didn't know why I was doing this. I was just obeying God. At that very hour all the executives were meeting, and instead of the phone call going into the switchboard, it went right into the Chairman of the Board!
He picked it up. The realtor turned his back to me and said to the Chairman of the Board, "I'm sorry that I got you on the phone. But I have a crazy preacher here who wants to buy that building. I told him you turned down $265,000, but he insisted that I tell you he'll give you $75,000."
I could hear the Realtor's side of the conversation, 'What did you say? Are you sure? Well, it's all right. It's your building. But say it one more time, so I know that I heard you correctly. All right, sir."
He hung up the phone, turned around, and said to me, "You aren't crazy, are you?"
I said, "I don't think I am. What did the man say?"
"He said to sell it to you. They've had such a good year on life insurance that they'll take their tax loss and give the preacher the building for $75,000."
I didn't know what a tax loss was! But I knew I had the Holy Ghost. And I knew how the Holy Ghost talked to me. Then the Realtor asked, "Now, preacher, since you can have the building, how much are you going to put down?"
I replied, "Nothing!"
He threw his hands up in the air and sputtered, "Just when I think you've got sense, you turn around and don't make sense."
I looked him right in the eye and said, "I don't have any dollars either!"
But I want you to know God made a way. Inside of 90 days, He gave me $35,000 as a down payment. Now, the building is paid off, and it belongs to God. People have been saved, delivered, and filled with the Holy Ghost in that building. All because somebody learned how to step out on the Word of God, walk by faith, and receive a miracle that God had for him.
God has a miracle with your name on it, ready for you when you need it. All you need to do is put your faith to work and get ready to receive!
4
You Are Not Alone
When trouble comes, the first thing we do is seek out help. You may not go to the right place. But if you're a child of God, then there's only one Source for help.
David wrote in Psalm 121:1,2, I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help cometh from the Lord. Hallelujah!
You need to realize that when you are having trouble, it is a fulfillment of the scripture, In the world ye shall have tribulation (John 16:33). We have to know that God is... a very present help in trouble (Psalm 46:1). I want to dwell on that word present. God is our refuge and strength, a very present-not a future help, not one of these days I'm going to have deliverance —but right now! We are serving a right-now God, a God who operates in the now. Hallelujah!
Maybe you've been suffering for a long time. Perhaps some counselor has been telling you to bow your neck and hang in there, and one of these days you're going to get help! But I want to tell you, you don't have to suffer any longer. God is here right now to bring deliverance to you.
He is a present help in the time of trouble.
I want you to know it makes no difference whether that trouble is physical, financial, or spiritual. You're not going through this thing alone. God said He's a present help. He knows just how much you can stand. He knows how much you can carry and with every temptation, He will make a way of escape. There will be victory for the child of God. Praise the Lord!
A preacher on the radio once said, "Write me with your prayer requests, and I'll pray with you for seven days." I said when I heard that, "Lord, some folks could be dead in seven days!"
I don't want a seven-day faith. I want some right-now faith! I'm going to find somebody who knows how to pray the prayer of faith right now. I need some help right now! And I want you to know you can have right-now faith because God is a right-now God. Hallelujah!
The psalmist said, Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed. You do not need to fear because God is your very present help in trouble. This thrills me. You're not trusting to chance.
Paul said, I know Whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day (2 Timothy 1:12).
Have you committed your soul to Him? Have you committed your body to Him? Have you committed your mind to Him? Have you committed your wife or husband to Him? Have you committed your children to Him? Then why worry about trouble in any one of these facets of your life? You've committed it to Him! God knows how to take care of it. Why should I fear? Why should I worry? He is a very present help in the time of trouble!
God said, I will be with him in trouble (Psalm 91:15). The greatest thing to know is that you're not alone in that trouble. Jesus said He is there with you. He didn't say He was there or He will be there. His name is Jehovah-Shama. And that name means, "I am there!"
Before you even got into trouble, Jesus was already there. He is already in that situation. Read the Old Testament story in Daniel 3 about the three young Hebrew boys — Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They loved the Lord with all their hearts, and got into trouble because of it. The king decreed that everybody had to bow down to his image. But these three young men said that they would not bow down to anyone but God.
If you're going to live godly, and if you're going to live holy, all hell is going to break loose against you. You are headed for trouble. For [they] that...live godly...the Bible says, shall suffer persecution (2 Timothy 3:12). All kinds of trouble may come your way, but I want you to know that you are not alone in that trouble. God is already there. And He'll make a way for your deliverance.
Now the king loved these Hebrew boys. So he called them and said, "I hear that you're not bowing down when the music is playing."
They admitted, "That's right. There's only one God, and Him only will we serve."
The king told them, "Well, you've got to do it. This is law. You'll either bow or you'll burn."
But the three Hebrew boys stood firm. "You've got it wrong, King. If we bow down, we are going to burn. And we aren't about to burn that way."
"No," the king said, "you've got it wrong. If you don't bow, you are going to burn in my furnace."
"Well, if we can choose the place to burn," they said, "we'll burn in your furnace. 'Cause if we bow down, we'll burn in hell. And we aren't about to do that."
So the king's guards tied the young men's hands and threw them into the furnace. It was seven times hotter than usual. The men who threw them in couldn't stand the intensity of the heat and died on the spot!
I can picture the king walking in front of that old furnace. "I had to do it. I'm king. I made the law. I can't have any insurrection around here. They have to obey. I didn't want to kill those boys. But I had to do it."
He looks into the furnace. They're still in there. There's Shadrach. There's Meshach. There's Abednego. And there's — uh, oh. How'd he get in there? There's another one in there! And he counts again. One, two, three, four. Four, three, two, one. No matter how the king counted, he saw four of them!
Here is the testimony of the king. The form of the fourth is like the Son of God (Daniel 3:25). Jesus came out of the heavens and took up residence right in the fire. Right in the middle of the trouble! When you're in trouble, God is always there with you. He makes a way out for you!
There is nothing but victory for the child of God. The devil may knock you down, but you're not out yet! It's time to get back up. It's time to look at Old Slewfoot eyeball to eyeball, and tell him, Greater is He that is in [me], than he that is in the world (1 John 4:4).
5
Praise Your Way Out
The psalmist also gave us another lesson on how to react to trouble: And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me: therefore will I offer in His tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the Lord (Psalm 27:6).
The easiest way out of your trouble is to shout your way out. Sing your way out! Praise your way out! This is the way out. This psalm says God shall hide you in His pavilion. He'll set you up on a rock—a foundation that's immovable.
But there's something you have to do. Offer in His tabernacle sacrifices of joy. The Hebrew gives the full impact of the word joy. It can literally read, therefore will I offer in His tabernacle sacrifices of shouting. Shouting! Some people can shout only when they have money in their pockets. Well, you'd have to be dead if you didn't shout then!
But it takes a man of faith to give God some praise and learn how to shout when the doctor shakes his head and says there's no more hope...you're going to die. When you have a notice from the bank that you're overdrawn and it's too late to make a deposit and you've got too many checks written...when you've lost your job...when the devil knocks you down...when your back is against the wall.
That's exactly when you need to offer sacrifices of shouting! And God will set you up on a rock. Shout praise to God. It's a good way out of trouble.
I was called to the bedside of a dying Christian woman. Her sons and daughters were called back to get one last look. When I got to the hospital, the two sons were saying, "Here's the insurance policy. It's all paid up." The other one said, "Well, here's the plot. We're going to put her in Greenwood Cemetery."
I said to myself, "Oh, no. They want me to come and pray? They've got her dead already! They're talking about her funeral." When I heard all this, I walked into the room and said, "Everybody out! Emergency operation. Quick! Move! Out!" They all began to run out.
Finally the doctor got wind of it. He came in and asked, "What's wrong, Reverend? What is this emergency operation? I didn't hear about it."
"Well," I said, "you don't know anything about this one. That's why you weren't called on. I'm going to perform this one."
He saw the bottle of oil I had in my hand and asked, "What are you going to do?"
"I'm going to anoint her with oil and pray for her, and God's going to heal her."
He said, "Can I stay and watch?"
"You don't let me in your operating room. So you get out of my operating room. You had your chance and you dismissed this woman."
So I got the doctor out of the room. I shut the door. And that little woman laid there and said, "Brother Schambach, am I ever glad you got rid of all that mess. Get that oil out. Lay it on my head, 'cause I know when you pray, God's going to heal me."
He's a very present help in time of trouble!
I laid hands on that woman, anointed her with oil in the name of Jesus, and the power of God hit her. She got up and started dancing. We had church in that room! Some of the people in the room heard it. They came over in their nightgowns. They said, "Preacher, anoint me with that oil." We had church!
And I want you to know that woman is not dead. She is alive! In the time of trouble, you've got to learn how to praise God and keep up your shouts of victory even if it looks like you're going under. Shout right in the devil's face.
God said He is going to set you up on a rock in the midst of trouble. Don't ever let the devil steal your joy. Don't ever lose your shout. Help is on the way. Shout the victory. Deliverance is yours. God's got a miracle with your name on it.
Message Number Two
THE BATTLE IS THE LORD’S
Introduction
Here is a lesson that each of us must learn: the reason why you are messed up and bruised and beaten is because you have been doing the fighting. It's not your battle. It's the Lord's battle. And if I can just burn this truth into your heart, you've got it made.
Some of you are going through deep troubles right now. You might be going through some deep water. You might be going through some fire. It's getting hot. You are not alone. God is with you in the midst of trouble.
The battle is not your battle — if you can just see it—the battle is the Lord's! There is no defeat for the child of God, only victory. We are more than conquerors through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Of course, we go through the battles, too. But when they are over, all we have left is history wrapped in the laurels of victory.
When Paul wrote to the church of Philippi, he was letting the people of God know that God had chosen them to go through the tests and trials they went through. He grants you the privilege of suffering with Him. Paul knew Christ in the fellowship of His sufferings (Philippians 3:10). Now that's another way of looking at it, isn't it? Paul was letting them know that they were not the only ones going through the trials. He told them, "I'm going through it, too."
This is not uncommon for the child of God. For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth (Hebrews 12:6). You don't have to walk around with your head down, your chin hanging on your chest. Throw that head back. Square your shoulders and let the world know you're a child of God who knows Greater is He that is in [me], than he that is in the world (1 John 4:4).
God never intended for His children to be overcome by the devil. He intends for you to be an overcomer. And you can overcome him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of your testimony.
1
Why The Devil Is After You
If you are a child of God, then you have made up your mind that you're going to make Heaven your home. You've made a decision. You are going to follow Christ. You've endeavored to live a holy and a sanctified life but it seems like all hell had broken loose against you.
That's normal. The devil is not going to mess with you if you aren't living right, because he's already got you messed up! But if the devil is hassling you, it's an evident sign that you are living holy!
How many times have you said, "I'm living the best I know how. That alcoholic that lives next to me never goes through anything. That other man on drugs, playing the numbers and gambling—that devil never bothers him!"
Why should the devil bother them when he already has them? He's after every person that's flipped him aside. The devil is out to destroy the Church.
But I've got good news! Jesus said, The gates
of hell shall not prevail against [the Church] (Matthew 16:18). His Church is built on the rock. No weapon that is formed against you shall prosper. It makes no difference what you're going through. There is a way out.
Jehoshaphat did that which was right in the sight of God, and God blessed not only Jehoshaphat, but the people he ruled. In the 20th chapter of 2 Chronicles an incident from Jehoshaphat's life is recorded. He's one of my favorite Old Testament characters, because the Bible says that he did that which was right in the sight of God. He was a good king.
When you read the Bible you quickly learn most of the Old Testament kings were rascals. They caused the people to sin. That's why I know God wrote the Bible Himself! But God puts the bad in there just as well as the good.
God blessed Jehoshaphat's generation with inventions. He blessed the minds of the people, and God gave them inventions in that day that we don't even have today. It happened because Jehoshaphat made up his mind he was going to serve God. And nothing but blessing came upon the people.
Today everyone is looking for a gimmick.
Even preachers have fallen into the rut. "You want to get blessed — send for my blessing plan. Send for my four leaf clover! You'll be blessed if you just send me $20.00." That's a lying devil! Blessing doesn't come that way. Blessing comes because you serve God.
Jesus said, Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you (Matthew 6:33). This is the secret; this is the key. Jehoshaphat found it. He did that which was right in the sight of God and he was blessed, as well as the people that he ruled over.
Now when the blessing comes, that's when all hell breaks loose. The enemy is going to get jealous of your blessing. Read the entire 20th chapter of 2 Chronicles to see how that happened to Jehoshaphat.
The king of Moab, the king of Ammon, and the king of mount Seir formed a coalition. They put their armies together into one massive force. They looked over the kingdom Jehoshaphat was ruling, saw the prosperity and the blessing, and they said, "We want it."
They did not declare war on Jehoshaphat, just like the devil is not going to tell you how he's coming. He's going to sneak up on you. And that's exactly what these three kings did. I can see the parallel of this story with Satan's strategy today. It's no different today than it was two thousand years ago. That's why I love to read the Word of God. It tips us off on the devil's tactics, so we can shore up our defense against him.
Paul wrote to the church at Ephesus:
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day ...Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God (Ephesians 6:12-17).
Both hands are occupied. You have a sword in one hand and a shield in the other. You're not running from the devil. You are running after the devil -cutting him down and putting him where he belongs. And that's right under your feet! The Bible says, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy (Luke 10:19).
These three kings joined themselves together, and snuck up on Jehoshaphat.
Here is that powerful coalition forming their strategy to rob Jehoshaphat of the inheritance God gave him. They camped right outside the city limits.
Jehoshaphat and his people were too busy serving God and didn't even know the devil was there. Like some church folks I know! They're too busy singing songs in Zion. They don't know the devil's waiting for them right outside the church. In some churches he comes in and sits down right along side of you!
We that are children of God are heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. Everything God owns, I am part owner of, too. I'm talking about you, as well! There is an inheritance that God has given to each one of us. But there are too many of God's people that are on welfare.
I'm not talking about the welfare that comes out of Washington. I'm talking about spiritual welfare. Too many people in the Church are looking for a handout. You ask other people or your pastor what you can have. Why don't you go to the Bible and find out what you can have? You don't have to get in line for a handout. You can lay your hand on the entire Word of God and claim it, because you are His child and His heir apparent.
This means you are somebody. You are a son of God. There is no need for you to live like a pauper.
Maybe you haven't been to the university, because when your turn came, the money ran out. The other kids got it. They've been educated. They are out in the world, and they are trying to make a living. But you are one of the fortunate ones because you came to know Jesus Christ, and you have been blessed above measure more than your brethren. They got a better education than you, and it looks like you got more than they ever had. Now, they are looking at you, scratching their heads, and wondering how you got it.
It's not you that got it. God has blessed you. Like He said, Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle... Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store. Blessed shalt thou be when thou contest in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out (Deuteronomy 28:4-6).
Have you heard some Christians complaining? "I wish I had some luck," they say. I have even had some people come through my prayer line and say, "I want luck. Pray for me that I will get some luck." I ask, "What's that?"
Some carry a rabbit's foot around in their pocket—for luck! But it wasn't lucky for the rabbit! So how do you expect it to be lucky for you? There is no such thing as luck, good or bad. You're either blessed or you're not. We are children of God, and the Word says we are blessed in everything we do. This is the reason why the devil gets so frustrated with us — because we're blessed! I don't blame him. If I were the devil I'd get after God's folks, too! The devil tried to rob everything that Jehoshaphat had.
This was war. It was a real war, a part of human history, and I believe even heads of government could take a lesson from this record in God's Word.
Somebody got through to Jehoshaphat and reported, "There is an army camped right outside the city limits. There's a million down there! Three armies! The armies of Mount Seir, Ammon, and Moab. They joined forces and they're coming to wipe you out!"
Jehoshaphat reacted like any normal, red-blooded person. He got scared to death! Have you ever become fearful? I have a feeling each of us knows what fear is. Fear is a terrible thing. But this is a normal reaction to any person that's living in the flesh. When you see you are outnumbered—when trouble comes; when you feel pain strike your body — fear grips your heart right away.
Let's look at how Jehoshaphat reacted to his fears.
2
Talk to God
Jehoshaphat gives us a beautiful lesson on what to do when fear comes upon us. Thank God that Jehoshaphat's fear drove him to God.
I suspect that if the attack had been against our country, and there were nations lined up against our government, we would tell Ford, General Motors, and Chrysler to stop making cars and start building airplanes, tanks, and bombs! We'd get ready for war.
Now Jehoshaphat acts like a dummy — at least as far as military strategy is concerned. Do you know what he did? He sanctified a fast. He didn't suspend operations of any kind in his country. He just said that it was time to pray. That was wisdom! We might think he had a few screws loose. But he knew his God. And he called his people to fast and to pray. He said to every man, woman, and child, "It's time to go to church and call on the name of the Lord!"
People who know America needs revival, know revival will come only as we get back to the old fashioned prayer room. It's time to pray!
Jehoshaphat and his people prayed. Now, I don't like to read prayers, but Jehoshaphat's prayer is one of the greatest prayers I've ever read. You should read it carefully and completely (see 2 Chronicles 20:6-18).
When Jehoshaphat stood before the congregation of Judah in the house of the Lord, he said, O Lord God of our fathers, art not Thou God in heaven? and rulest not Thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen? and in Thine hand is there not power and might, so that none is able to withstand Thee? (vs. 6).
Jehoshaphat didn't get on his knees and bury his head in his hands like so many people do. Have you ever watched people pray? Do you know why they hang their heads low? Many times it's because they are not on talking terms with the Lord. They don't have the boldness they should have. The Bible says Jehoshaphat stood in the midst of the congregation of Jerusalem and Judah. He was bold in his prayer.
Some time ago I saw Brother T. L. Osborn on The 700 Club. As you know, he is one of the greatest missionary-evangelists of our time. Pat Robertson asked him to pray for the people who were watching the telecast, and he stood there with his eyes open, steadfastly looking toward heaven, and began to pray. I got chill bumps all over me just listening to him pray and watching him. He could keep his eyes open, because he was on talking terms with God.
Jehoshaphat's prayer went on to say, Art not Thou our God, Who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before Thy people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of Abraham Thy friend for ever? (vs. 7). He said, If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we stand before this house, and in Thy presence, (for Thy name is in this house,) and cry unto Thee in our affliction, then Thou wilt hear and help (vs. 9).
I like the way he prayed!
Sometimes you get down so low, you just holler for help. When I talk about prayer, I'm not talking about words. Often times all we have time to do is holler out His name. But He hears our cry. And He answers our prayer. I don't know how He does it. I don't care how He does it. All I know is He does it!
When God heals your body, you don't know how. All you care is that He did. When God meets your financial need and puts money in your pocket, you don't know how He did it.
But He did! When you don't have any food in the refrigerator, and God puts bread on your table, you don't know how He did it. But He did!
We can talk to God, but then we should let God talk back.
3
Let God Talk Back
The Bible says your battle is the Lord's battle.
Jehoshaphat heard about the enemy's armies coming for battle. So he declared a fast and prayed and God moved. Then upon Jahazel...the son of Mattaniah...came the Spirit of the Lord in the midst of the congregation (2 Chronicles 20:14). The Holy Ghost began to talk.
When you pray, the Holy Ghost knows how to talk back! Most of God's people I know don't know how to pray. They do all the talking. Learn how to shut up when you get done talking, and wait in His presence. See how God talks back to you.
The Holy Ghost began to speak to all Judah and He said, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God's (vs. 15).
He is reassuring Jehoshaphat, "Fear not. The odds may be against you. The overwhelming odds are not in your favor, but you have God on your side. You're the winner, not the loser."
Jehoshaphat hasn't even seen the enemy yet! He's just heard about it. But this is exactly how fear comes.
Fear comes upon you because somebody tells you about something you haven't even witnessed yet. You go to the doctor all full of life and he tells you that you have sugar diabetes. He told you something, and fear begins to rise in your heart. All because you heard something.
You cannot put your faith to work if fear is in your heart. You have to get rid of your fear before you can operate on your faith. Fear is diametrically opposed to faith. I call fear "faith in reverse." Like your auto, you can't go forward if it's in reverse. Get rid of your doubts, then you'll have smooth sailing. Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude, God said. He did not say that it was not a great multitude. It was! He said, "Don't be afraid because it's not your battle."
4
No Time to Run
God never intended for you or me to run from the devil. Get into that 6th chapter of Ephesians again and look at your equipment. The helmet, the breastplate, loins girt about, feet shod, sword in one hand, and shield in the other. But there's one part of your body that's left unprotected. It's your back. Why? Because God never intended for you to turn your back on the devil. God doesn't have any cowards!
God said to Jehoshaphat, "The enemy is camped down by the cliff of Ziz; I want you to get them." God isn't done yet! He said, "Pick out about 20 of the best singers you have."
"Lord, this is no singing convention!"
God said, "It's My battle. Do what I tell you."
Beloved, this is one of the most beautiful lessons you and I can learn. It's nothing but the trick of the devil to rob you of your joy and steal the song of salvation from your heart. If you lose your song, you are sunk! If you lose your joy, the devil has you right in his hand. We've got to learn how to hang on to our joy and put the devil where he belongs.
God even told Jehoshaphat what kind of song to sing. "Pick out 20 of the best singers and put them on the front." If that were me, I'd put the artillery on the front! But this is God's battle. And we've got to fight it His way.
A lady in my church said to me one day, "Brother Schambach, I've done everything I can, and my husband is not saved yet!"
I said, "You've done everything you can? I hope you're done now. Take your hands off him, and I'll put the Holy Ghost on him."
We've got to learn to let God do it His way. Man's a little too proud for that. We want others to know we have the skills and abilities to stand up and preach and sermonize. Learn how to back off and say, "Holy Ghost, have Your way." He knows how to bring them to the foot of the cross. It's God who does the saving, the healing, and the filling with the Holy Ghost.
So the singers were on the front line with only one song to sing. Here it is: "Praise the Lord for His mercy endureth forever!" Over and over again they sang it, and they sang out loud. You know why you sing a song over and over? To get the good out of it! When God does something for you, you want Him to do it again. They sang over and over again.
Now the enemy was asleep, but there is a guard on duty. All of a sudden the guard hears this unusual noise. It's people singing. Did you ever get on a mountain and holler? There is an echo that makes a person sound like 50 instead of one. Can you imagine 20 singers out there in the mountains with the sound hitting on one side and bouncing off the other? It sounds more like a million!
The guard started shaking in his boots. He woke up the officers and said, "Jehoshaphat has hired some armies. There's a million of them coming!" They were completely disoriented. The Bible says that God sent ambushments into the camp of the enemy, and when they got up, dazed and disoriented, they drew their swords on each other. The enemy killed themselves off! God's little band of 20 prevailed.
Whose battle is it? All God wants you to do is to maintain the joy of the Lord in your heart. Don't ever stop. Praise Him at all times. David said, His praise shall continually be in my mouth (Psalm 34:1).
Beloved, if you're a child of God, God has given you the garment of praise. You don't have to become fearful or afraid. No matter what you're going through, you are not going through it alone. Jesus said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee (Hebrews 13:5).
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Go Along for the Ride
If you're going through a deep struggle, a test, or a trial, hang in there, because when you come through the experience, God will give you a double portion of everything that you have lost. God is not going to allow the devil to mess with His people without balancing it off with His blessing.
The Scripture says that for the next four days Jehoshaphat's people went around stripping all the bodies of precious jewels — the diamonds, earrings, finger rings, all the valuables. God balanced the books in Judah's favor.
You are blessed because you are a child of God. You have a royal family. Your Father is a King, and you are His son. Nothing but blessing shall follow you all the days of your life. God isn't done with you yet! Hang in there. The battle is the Lord's. Victory shall be yours, if you just learn how to hold your peace, and let the Lord fight the battle.
My mom used to take us to my uncle's farm for the summer. Mom had 12 kids and couldn't feed us all. One thing about the farm is that you get plenty to eat, so Mom took us to the farm. I thought we were on vacation. But I found out when you go to the farm, you work! After the first year, I didn't want to go back any more.
We went to bed at night and were awakened in the wee hours of the morning. My uncle slapped me out of bed and said, "Come on boy, time to go to work. Time to get up. It's 4 o'clock. Get dressed."
I rolled over. My uncle didn't come back and ask me again. He just came and threw cold water on me. I sure enough got up fast! What a breakfast had been prepared! Eggs, fried potatoes, homemade bread, biscuits, corn bread, steak, pork chops, fried chicken. All for breakfast! I generally had oatmeal. I thought we were having a banquet...with apple pie for dessert!
We went out in that field and didn't get back until noon. You didn't have to tell me to eat now. You work from 4:00 a.m. until noon, and you're looking for the food!
After lunch my uncle was out in the barn ready to hitch up a team to the plow. He was getting a horse to work with a little skinny old mule. The horse must have weighed a lot. You could count the ribs on the mule. I didn't think it was right to put those two together to work. I told my uncle to take that mule away from there. It isn't fair for him to pull the same kind of weight that horse is pulling.
Bam! He slapped me. Then he explained. The mule won't do anything. The secret is in the yoke.
The big old horse will not pull with another horse. They always kick and fight with each other. No work gets done. This mule is the only animal the horse will work with. The big horse got the short yoke which means he's carrying all the weight, and the mule got the long yoke that's loose. The horse is doing all the pulling and the mule is just going along for the ride.
I never forgot that when I got saved.
Jesus said, Take My yoke upon you (Matthew 11:29). When I was a sinner, I was pulling all the load. When you come to Jesus, He'll carry the load for you. All you have to do is come along for the ride because the battle is the Lord's.
Message Number Three
PAUL’S IMPERATIVES FOR VICTORY
Introduction
The text for this message is from the first chapter of the second Book of Timothy. For I know Whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day (vs. 12).
The text gives us the three Divine Imperatives in the life of the Apostle Paul. I Know, I Am Persuaded, and I Have Committed. If you are going to be a successful Christian in our day, these three Divine Imperatives must come alive in you also.
1
I Know
Paul says, I know Whom I have believed. He knows Him! Not a knowledge of facts, but of relationship. You can have all the facts about Jesus and still not know Him. Paul is not talking about a biblical knowledge. He is talking about a personal encounter, a personal relationship.
Too many professing Christians know Jesus only because their parents knew Him, or because they heard their pastor talk about Him. Paul was a learned man. He was a Pharisee of the Pharisees and a member of the Sanhedrin. But he did not believe in Jesus Christ. In fact, he did everything he could to destroy the Church. He was an advocate of the devil. He was used by the devil. He actually threw Christians into jail!
But one day on the road to Damascus, God got a hold on him. He had a personal encounter with Jesus. Hallelujah! Paul was trying to make a revolution, but God made a revelation come alive in his heart. Something took place in his life and now he can say, I know Whom I have believed.
If this were to come from any other apostle, I don't know whether I could take it like I can take it from Paul. He was not with Peter, James, and John when they were by Jesus' side. Peter slept at Jesus' side. He ministered with Jesus.
Paul didn't know Him. Paul didn't see Him. Paul was not an apostle, or a disciple like Peter was. But Paul still got a hold of Him after His death, burial, and resurrection. Even though he didn't stand at Jesus' side like Peter, Paul could still say, I know Whom I have believed. This great miracle of salvation came alive in Paul's life.
Can you say, "I know Him as my Saviour?" I'm not talking about joining a church. I'm not talking about shaking some preacher's hand. Do you know Him as your personal Saviour? One who reached down underneath the fifth rib and took out a stony heart and put in a heart of flesh? One that's been born again and washed in the blood of the Lamb? One that witnesses old things have passed away and all things have become new?
Some people will tell you He's not a Saviour any longer because they don't know Him. Some people will tell you He's no longer a Healer because they don't know Him as a Healer. When you come to a place in your life when you really know Him, you won't know Him just theoretically, you will know Him experientially. You have experienced something within your life if you are a child of God.
The man with an experience is never at the mercy of a man with an argument. There's always somebody that'll argue with you that God doesn't heal. And yet you have the evidence in your body that He's healed you of sugar diabetes or high blood pressure. The doctor can shake his head and say it doesn't work that way. You can say, "I know it. But He did it for me anyhow." The experience of your personal relationship is the witness of what God can really do in a person's life.
A young man who recently gave his heart to Christ had a dentist appointment the next day. When he got in there, he wanted to let somebody know what God had done in his life. So he said, "Doctor, you don't know what happened to me! Last night, I got converted. Man, I'm saved! I'm a new man!" The dentist was a skeptic. He said, "John, I don't mean to try to knock your experience full of holes. But how do you know you are converted?"
He answered, "Man, I just know it!" Sounds like you and me. Doesn't it? Sometimes you can't explain it but you know that something has taken place.
The doctor, still trying to upset his faith, asked, "Well, how do you know?"
He said, "Man, you don't know how I feel!"
"Well, I can't question your feelings now. But did you see what you've got a hold of?"
"Well," he said, "no, I didn't see it."
"Did you hear it?"
"No, I didn't hear Him either."
"Did you smell anything different?"
"No, I didn't smell anything."
"Could you taste it?"
"No, man, I didn't see it. Never smelled it. Never tasted it or heard it. But I felt it!"
The dentist said, "Well, there's one out of four. The odds are against you four to one that you didn't get it."
That little fellow got to feeling so uptight. "Oh, Lord, what am I going to do?" And then all of a sudden he said, "Hold it, Doctor. Wait a minute. Did you ever get sick, Doc?"
"Why," he answered, "of course, I get sick. Everybody gets sick."
"How did you know you were sick?"
"Well," he said, "I felt it."
"Ah, you felt it. But could you see it?"
"No, I couldn't see it," he replied.
"Could you smell the sickness, Doc?"
"No, I couldn't smell it either."
"Could you hear it?"
"No, I couldn't hear it."
"Could you taste it?"
"Of course not."
He said, "Hey, Doc! I don't even believe you were sick. The odds are against you, four to one. The only thing you did was feel it!"
Are you listening to me? The odds are never against you. You are the one that had the experience with God. Paul said, I know Whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day (2 Timothy 1:12).
2
I Am Persuaded
I am not ashamed: for I know Whom I have believed and am persuaded... There's the second Divine Imperative. I am persuaded. Persuasion!
You must come to this place in your own heart—where you are persuaded, without a shadow of a doubt, that God is real — this experience is real. Positive persuasion is based on positive knowledge.
A group of ministers from all different denominations were attending a convention. There were Baptists, Presbyterians, Lutherans, Roman Catholics, and Pentecostals. And you know how people are when they've got their name tags on at a convention. They walk up to one and say, "Oh, you're Reverend So-and-So. Of what persuasion are you?" Did you ever hear that word? Of course you have.
"I am of the Baptist persuasion."
"And what persuasion are you?"
"Oh, I'm of the Methodist persuas ion."
"I am of the Lutheran persuasion."
Then they came to these Pentecostal preachers. "What persuasion are you?"
"Persuasion? Oh, I'm of the Apostle Paul's persuasion."
"Is that a new one?"
"No, man. That's as old as the New Testament! It's taken from Paul's letter to Timothy when he said, [I] am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day.
Persuaded! The most persuaded man in the New Testament was the Apostle Paul. In Romans, chapter 14, verse 5, he says, Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.
In Hebrews 11:13, the writer refers to the Old Testament saints saying, Not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them... They did not have the fullness of the promise. But they saw it "afar off." Persuasion had something to do with knowing that if God said it, He will do it. And if He spoke it, He will bring it to pass.
I am persuaded that God is God and He's the same today as He was 2,000 years ago! Praise the Lord!
There are many references in the New Testament to the word persuade. In Romans 4:21 it says of Abraham, And being fully persuaded that, what He had promised, He was able also to perform. Abraham staggered not at the promise of God (vs. 20). When God told him at 75 years of age, "You are going to become a daddy," he said, "Lord, if You said it, I believe it!" Here is a man in his old age whose wife's womb was dried up. Natural law says it's impossible for her to have a child. But God said, "As the stars of heaven, and as the sand which is upon the seashore, so shall thy seed be." Abraham staggered not at the promise of God. He said, "I am persuaded. I believe it because if God said it, He's got to do it." If God promised it, then He's able to do it. Hallelujah!
Turn to Romans 8, verses 37-39, In all these things we are more than conquerors though Him that love us. For I am persuaded [—there it is — I am persuaded], that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. He said, "I am persuaded!" This makes me want to shout.
It makes no difference what the devil throws at you. There isn't anything that can separate you from the love of God. Isn't that beautiful? My God, it's like Jesus told the disciples crossing the lake, "You can't go under for going over." You can't lose for winning. You're on the winning side. You know in whom you have believed and you are persuaded that if He's begun a good work in you, He will perform it unto the day of Jesus Christ. Hallelujah!
Beloved, these are Divine Imperatives. I know whom I have believed and I am persuaded. Persuasion is part of this picture. But it can be a negative thing, too.
Do you remember when the Apostle Paul was talking to King Agrippa? He told him how he got saved and how God made him an apostle to the Gentiles. The old king sat on the throne and said, "Saul, you almost persuade me to become a Christian." You almost persuade me! Almost! But Agrippa is in hell because he wasn't fully persuaded.
I want you to see this! There has to come a time in your life when you are fully persuaded in your own mind and in your own heart that the Word of God is true, and what He said He's got to do. Every promise in the Book belongs to you as a child of God. You've got to be fully persuaded in your own heart that when the man of God lays hands on you, the moment he touches you, you are healed by Jesus' stripes.
Some preachers lay hands on the sick and after their prayer, they stop and ask, "How do you feel?" It makes no difference how you feel when I pray for you. How you feel has nothing to do with it. What the doctor finds has nothing to do with it. There's only one thing that has anything to do with it: read it in the Word. Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? He was wounded for our transgressions, He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed (Isaiah 53:1,5). We are healed! We are healed! If God said it, then I am healed!
Somebody asks, "How do you feel?" Don't ask me how I feel. Ask me how I believe. I'm persuaded I'm healed. I'm still healed. I don't care how I feel. I'm healed because God said it. And I am persuaded in my own heart and in my own mind that God cannot lie. And I believe His Word.
3
I Have Committed
Paul says, I know Whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day.
There are three Divine Imperatives: I Know. I Am Persuaded. And I Have Committed. Making a commitment of everything into the hands of Almighty God I believe is the most important imperative.
Total commitment cannot be realized until we are persuaded. Then we can have total commitment.
There is a perfect succession here because the Holy Ghost ordained it this way. Commit means to place in custody. That means, take it out of your hands and put it is somebody else's hands. That means you won't have to worry about it anymore. Hallelujah!
In the 37th Psalm it says, Fret not thyself because of evildoers...for they shall soon be cut down like the grass and wither as the green herb. Trust in the Lord, and do good...and verily thou shalt be fed. Delight thyself also in the Lord; and He shall give thee the desires of thine heart. Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass (vs. 1-5). Commit! Place it in custody!
When you learn how to do this, you will no longer be fearful. You will no longer be afraid because you've committed it into His hands. Total commitment is no less than a kind of death. You die to the thing you committed to the Lord. It makes no difference to you anymore. You know it will be all right.
Some people are committed to a cause. Literally thousands of young people are committed to the cause of Mr. Moon. Would to God that Christians today were as committed to Jesus Christ as the people were committed to Jim Jones down in Guyana! They made a commitment to a man and they sealed their commitment with death. Some people make a commitment to their job and they'll do anything for their boss. Commitment! Total Commitment!
I call on God's people to give total commitment to Jesus Christ. Sell out to Him! It's imperative that you do. It's a Divine Imperative that you do! Paul has the Word for you: if you really know the Lord, you will be persuaded He can be trusted. And if you're persuaded He can be trusted, you will give Him total commitment of your life. That's the test of the real thing!
“The Bible says, ‘Man is bom unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.’ So we know that trouble is inevitable. R.W. Schambach, in his usual colorful, imaginative style, gives a clear picture of what to do when trouble comes. Here are answers to life's perplexing questions. Here is hope for the hopeless. Here is strength for the weak!”
Paul Crouch, President
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