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#1
– Introduction – Day 1



 

Concepts to Consider



 

You are reading a book about grace for
perhaps the first time.  Grace has
many aspects to it, many nuances, certainly not all of which will be covered in
the book or in this study guide. 
Very often our understanding of God’s grace is limited.  As we come to understand grace in a
better way we can reap the benefits and blessings of God’s grace in a greater
way.



 

Read the first couple pages of the
Introduction again.  Begin to
consider your conception of what
grace is, how it has worked
in your life, and how it is
working in your life now.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

What is grace to you?  How would you define it?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Have you sung “Amazing Grace” with some
sort of emotional reaction?  Look at
the lyrics of the whole song, some of which you may not have ever seen, and
then answer the questions following.



 


 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,

That saved a wretch like me.

I once was lost but now am found,

Was blind, but now I see.



 

T'was Grace that taught my heart to fear.

And Grace, my fears relieved.

How precious did that Grace appear

The hour I first believed.



 

Through many dangers, toils and snares

I have already come;

'Tis Grace that brought me safe thus far

and Grace will lead me home.



 

The Lord has promised good to me.

His word my hope secures.

He will my shield and portion be,

As long as life endures.



 

Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail,

And mortal life shall cease,

I shall possess within the veil,

A life of joy and peace.



 

When we've been here ten thousand years

Bright shining as the sun.

We've no less days to sing God's praise

Than when we've first begun.



 


 

Do you recall singing “Amazing Grace” with
an emotional reaction?  Why?  What did it provoke in you?



 


 


 


 


 

How is grace described or defined within
this classic song?



 


 


 


 


 

How has “grace” been applied to your life,
in the manner you described or defined above?



 


 


 


 


 

What emotion or reaction does God’s grace
bring about in you?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take a moment to thank God for His grace
that has been expressed to you in your life thus far, as you have described
above.



 
















#2
– Introduction – Day 2



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Grace.  I would suggest to you that grace is a
wondrous topic, a topic far deeper and much broader than we have considered or
understood.  Purpose to press into
the book, and press through the various definitions and concepts presented in
the book, to find the applications for your life that will bring the true
transformation God desires in you, and you are coming to desire and yearn for
yourself.



 

Look again at the bottom of page 2 and the
short refrain from the song, “Grace Greater Than Our Sin,” and reread page 3 of
the book.  



 

Points
to Ponder



 

What does a “grace greater than all our
sin” mean to you?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

I know, it is an old hymn of the
church!  And perhaps you have never
sung it or read it!  But look at the
lyrics of the whole song, penned over one hundred years ago, and then answer the
questions following.



 

Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,


grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt!


Yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured,


there where the blood of the Lamb was spilt.



 

Refrain:


Grace, grace, God's grace,


grace that will pardon and cleanse within;


grace, grace, God's grace,


grace that is greater than all our sin!



 

Sin and despair, like the sea waves cold,


threaten the soul with infinite loss;


grace that is greater, yes, grace untold,


points to the refuge, the mighty cross.



 

Refrain:



 

Dark is the stain that we cannot hide.


What can avail to wash it away?


Look! There is flowing a crimson tide,


brighter than snow you may be today.



 

Refrain:



 

Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace,


freely bestowed on all who believe!


You that are longing to see his face,


will you this moment his grace receive?



 

Do you recall singing “Greater Grace Than
Our Sin”?  Perhaps not.  But looking at the verses and refrain,
what feelings are provoked in you?



 


 


 


 


 

Are you experiencing grace in your life in
such a way that it is greater than all your sin?  Not only the sin of your past covered by
Christ in salvation, but a grace greater than the sin, the temptations you
struggle with, your tendencies to fail God in trials and tribulations?



 


 


 


 


 

Do you believe, as the author suggests,
that God’s grace is the means by which living a holy life, a different life, a
life that is pleasing to God in every way is attainable?



 


 


 


 


 

Does it seem possible to you?  Are you experiencing it as a reality in
your life?  To the level you desire
to?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take a moment to ask God to help you
understand His grace, receive it in your life to its fullest, and to be changed
in every way possible, to live a life as pleasing to God as possible.

















#3
– Introduction – Day 3



 

Concepts to Consider



 

We call have the repeated experience in
life of coming to a better understanding something, and in that deeper,
broader, clearer understanding we find our life blessed.  When it comes to understanding God and
His truths, when it comes to God’s Word and His promises and blessings, our
life becomes so greatly enriched as we learn and grow in our knowledge of
Him.  



 

Read the short refrain of “Amazing Grace
(My Chains Are Gone)” by Christ Tomlin, the rest of page 4 and the first couple
of paragraphs of page 5 of the book.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

What does the author say is the purpose of
Discovering God’s Grace?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Christ Tomlin has taken a powerful, iconic
hymn of the church and modernized it for the church today!  It is beautiful!  Read it again, and then answer the
questions that follow!



 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound


That saved a wretch like me


I once was lost, but now I'm found


Was blind, but now I see




'Twas grace that taught my heart
to fear


And grace my fears relieved


How precious did that grace appear


The hour I first believed




Refrain


My chains are gone, I've been set free


My God, my Savior has ransomed me


And like a flood His mercy reigns


Unending love, amazing grace


 

The Lord has promised good to me


His word my hope secures


He will my shield and portion be


As long as life endures



 

Refrain (x2)






The earth shall soon dissolve like snow


The sun forbear to shine


But God who called me here below


Will be forever mine, will be forever mine


You are forever mine



 

Do you recall singing “Amazing Grace (My
Chains Are Gone)” at church?  Look
specifically at the refrain and last stanza that Tomlin has added.  What thoughts and emotions do these
bring to mind as you ponder them?



 


 


 


 


 

Do you feel that your chains are gone,
that you have been set free?  Where
do you NOT feel free?



 


 


 


 


 

If grace is a promise of God, a “prescription”
from God, what promise and benefit to you believe that it holds for you?



 


 


 


 


 

Do you feel that you fully understand
grace?  Do you feel you are fully
benefitting from God’s grace in your life?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take a moment to pray and ask God to help you fully understand His
grace, apply it like a prescription to your life, and receive the full benefits
in your life that He intended.

















#4
– Introduction – Day 4



 

Concepts to Consider



 

ALL of us wanted to be blessed by God,
don’t we?  Don’t you want to receive
one blessing after another from God, especially when that is EXACTLY what He
wants to do?  Keep that thought
firmly in your mind as you go through today’s study.



 

Read from page 5, at John 1:14, through to
the bottom of page 7, just before Romans 12:1-2.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

What do you think it means to receive
“from his fullness…grace upon grace”?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

In the first three days, we focused on
what three songs said regarding grace. 
For the most part, they seem to focus on the wonder and awe of God’s
love for us that is expressed in this amazing grace that saves our soul from
sin, and from the judgment and hell that we deserve.



 

But as we begin to look at what God’s Word
says in regard to grace and the full concept of grace, there begins to be a
realization that there is much more to it.



 

John 1:16 in the English Standard Version (ESV)
says, “And from his fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.”



 

The New
International Version (NIV) of the Bible expresses John 1:16 this way: “From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another.”



 

What do
you think “his fullness” is, the “fullness of his grace”?



 


 


 


 


 

What do you think “grace upon grace” means
(besides “one blessing after another”)?



 


 


 


 


 

The author says, “When we truly understand God’s Word, our faith is
often stronger because we not only know what we are believing in, we know what
we are believing for and most importantly, we know who we are believing and
trusting in!  We should know and
understand well what God’s Word says in regard to grace, so our faith in God in regards to grace will be accurate, strong, and beneficial; as beneficial as
God intended it to be!”



 

Do you believe that if you had a better
understanding of what grace is, and this “grace upon grace,” that your faith or
trust in God and His grace might be stronger?  And do you believe that in understanding
grace better, that there could be ever more benefit or blessing in
understanding it better?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take a moment to ask God to help you
understand His grace, just as you have come to understand the Gospel and other
truths of God and His Word.  Ask God
to help you develop a strong faith, and then, in His grace, ask Him to help you
trust in it, rely upon it, and benefit from it, as He intend!  He wants
to do this in your life!

















#5
– Introduction – Day 5



 

Concepts to Consider



 

ALL of us wanted not only to be blessed by
God, but to live a life that is pleasing to God, that is a life of spiritual
worship before Him, don’t we?  



 

To do what pleases God, we MUST know His
will, what is good to Him, acceptable and perfect to Him!  To do that, we must have our mind
transformed, renewed and changed from the way it is when just left to ourselves
and our sinful nature.



 

Read from page 7, at Romans 12:1-2,
through to the top of page 11, just before Luke 8:14.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

What do you think it means to express
“spiritual worship” to God?  What is
our spiritual acts of worship?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Read the following passages and exert from
the book, and then answer the questions.



 

Romans
12:1-2 says, “I appeal to you
therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. [2] Do
not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what
is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”



 

In order
to present ourselves to God as a living sacrifice that is holy and acceptable,
which is our spiritual act of worship, what does verse 2 state we should do?



 

1.



 

2.



 

3.



 

4.



 

5.



 

So God wants us to figure out His
will.  He does not want us to follow
the ways of this world, or our sinful nature.  Doing His will becomes our spiritual
acts of worship to Him.  Has He
given us anything to help us figure these things out?  And if so, what?



 


 


 


 


 

Romans 8:29-30 says, “For those
whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son,
in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. [30] And those
whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified,
and those whom he justified he also glorified. ”



 

In what
ways, if any, can you recall that God has worked to conform you to the image of
His son?



 


 


 


 


 

And how was this conforming, this
transforming of your life brought about? 
What did God use to do it?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take a moment to thank God that He NEVER
intended on leaving you as you were! 
Thank Him that His intention has always been to conform you to the
likeness of Jesus!  Ask Him today to
help you understand grace, and understand and cooperate with the process He is
using to change you, and to enable you to live out your spiritual acts of
worship before Him.

















#6
– Introduction – Day 6



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Everyone has their story.  We all can tell of our past, or present,
and what we believe or hope our future will be like.  Each of us has our current reality.  We have various trials that are going on
in our life.  We are the culmination
of our own choices, of circumstances, of other people’s choices.  We have temptations that are affecting
us.  We have weaknesses and
tendencies that can plague us!  



 

With all of that, we also now as believers
in Christ and children of God, have the challenge to do what pleases God!  From what we are reading so far,
hopefully we are coming to the reality that God wants His grace at work in our
life, affecting our life, so that we CAN live in a way that is pleasing to
Him.  He has not just commanded it
and left us to it!  No, He has
blessed us with His grace, the means by which we can now live the way He desires!



 

Read from page 11, at Luke 14, to the end
of page 16.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

What do you think is the fruit that God
wants to see maturing in your life?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

In answering the following questions, try
to consider every area of your life. 
Consider your singleness or your marriage, your place as a father or
mother, your employment situation, and involvement in ministry situations.



 

Make a list of the “cares” that are
currently affecting your life.  Be
honest.  Cover all the nuances of
the word.  Cares, worries,
anxieties, stresses, fears, concerns, struggles, with relationships, finances,
situations, the future, etc.  Be
boldly honest with yourself.



 


 


 


 


 

Make a list of the “riches” that are
currently affecting your life. 
Don’t limit it to ‘millions’ or such excess that it completely excludes
you.  Where are you not content with
what you have?  Where do you just
want more, or better.  Are you truly
content with what you have?  Go
beyond financial or material things. 
What about in relationships, etc.? 
In position, like at work or ministry?



 


 


 


 


 

Make a list of the “pleasures” that are
currently affecting your life.  Pleasures that are
not sinful in and of themselves but they are weights that hinder us in our
relationship with God, for various reasons.  They consume and distract us, while
interfering with other priorities of life. 
God simply says it is a “no” for us!  The list of those kinds of things could
go on and on!  And “pleasures” that
are simply wrong, and we know it!



 


 


 


 


 

Have you experienced victory in these
areas you have listed?  Do you
believe God’s grace can help you to grow and mature, and enable you to have a
noble and good  heart that bears the
fruit God is looking for?  Do you
think understanding and applying God’s grace better will enable you to be more
victorious in these areas?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take a moment to lay every care or worry,
every area of discontentment, and every inappropriate pleasure down before the
Lord!  Pray and ask Him to help you
understand and apply His grace to your life, bringing victory to that area, and
bringing glory to Him!

















#7
– Introduction – Day 7



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Yes, everyone has their story.  We have our past, or present, and what
we believe or hope our future will be like.  Each of us has our current reality.  We have various trials that are going on
in our life.  We are the culmination
of our own choices, of circumstances, of other people’s choices.  We have temptations that are affecting
us.  We have weaknesses and
tendencies that can plague us!  



 

We have cares, riches and pleasures that
are at work in our heart and life. 
They pull at us, trying to keep us from our relationship with God, from
the grace that is available, from the maturity that is possible, and the fruit
that God desires.  All of these
things and more so powerfully affect our thinking!



 

Read from page 17 to the end of the
chapter, and then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Proverbs
23:7 says, “For as he thinks within himself, so he
is.”  What does this mean to you?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

What do you think it means to “…be
transformed by the renewal of your mind.”?



 


 


 


 


 

If you look at that passage of Romans 12
again, it says that we are not to have our mind conformed to the this world, or
to the pattern of this world.  What
do you think this means?



 


 


 


 


 

Are you allowing God to do a renovation
process on your mind?  Your
thinking?  You emotions?  Your will?  Explain how He has.



 


 


 


 


 

Write down some area where you are not
allowing God to do His renovation process, or you are really struggling to
allow Him to work through grace.



 


 


 


 


 

Why do you think it is so vital for God to
renovate our thinking?  How does
this work with us understanding His will?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take time to pray about your thinking,
your emotions, your will, and how they play into you being able, being willing,
to understand and give way to God’s will and desires.  Ask Him to help you to give way to the
transformation process He is purposing for your life.



 


 


 


 


 
















Group Discussions Questions



 

The following questions are for group
discussion:



 

Reviewing back through the Introduction to
the book, what are TWO key thoughts that really struck you, challenged you,
ministered to you, or were a revelation to you?



 


 


 


 


 

Reviewing the work you have done in the
study guide over the past week or two, what TWO things have impacted you the
most?  What two questions that you
worked through?  What two concepts
that you considered?



 


 


 


 


 
















#8
– Chapter 1 – Day 1



 

Concepts to Consider



 

All of us want and need to be loved.  We can love others in this life and know
their love, but there is no more profound love than knowing and experiencing
the love of God.  When we are
receiving God’s love in intimate relationship with Him, it changes us, and
changes how we love others.  All of
us need to learn to love others in a right manner, in a way like God loves, and
in a way that is pleasing to God.



 

God has a great love with which He has
loved us!  From this love we
experience God’s grace!



 

Read from the beginning of Chapter 1 to
the top of page 25, just before the section on “Mercy” and then answer the
following questions:



 

Points
to Ponder



 

The author points us to two scriptures.



 

Ephesians 2:4 “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he
loved us, [5] even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ— by grace
you have been saved— …”



 

1
John 3:1 (NIV) says, “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should
be called children of God! And that is what we are!”



 

From the passage, how is this love
expressed to us and poured out upon us?



 


 


 


 


 

Understanding God’s Grace now begins…a
grace we can understand and apply to our lives the will transform us!



 

Grace,
this grace by which we are saved, is an expression of               -              
-              
.



 

Grace is
coupled with               ,
expressed in

        
      , and               from
His great love!



 

One of
the first things we discover in regard to God’s grace is that it is an               of
God’s               .



 

So then,
the SOURCE of God’s grace is              
.



 

The
CAUSE of God’s grace is flowing to us is an expression of His               -              
.



 

The PURPOSE of God expressing His grace to
us and in us is to:



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Have you been aware in your life of how
profound God’s love is for us?  Not
only that He would send Jesus to die on the cross while we were yet sinners,
but that He lavished His love on us in letting us be called and BE children of
God!  Have you known it?  Do you believe it?  Do you regularly realize it, receive it,
feel it?  Describe it!



 


 


 


 


 

Did you realize that grace flows from this
love?  That it is coupled with
mercy, and expressed in kindness? 
Most importantly, do you feel that you are DAILY receiving God’s grace
and mercy and kindness?  Describe
how!



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take the time now to ask God to make you be more aware of His love, and
to understand His grace, and to receive and live in them both as He has
desired.

















#9
– Chapter 1 – Day 2



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Amazing grace…I was blind, and now I see!



 

Grace and mercy are coupled together, and
are both an expression of God’s love! 
Grace and mercy have been at work in your life, all of your life, and
are at work even now, even if we do not fully comprehend it.



 

Most of us come to a realization, before
or after coming to Christ in salvation, that we have a need for help from God
to change, to be what He wants, to live right, to stop doing certain things, or
to do certain things God expects better.



 

Read from page 25 about “Mercy” down to
page 28, just before the section on “Kindness” and then answer the following
questions:



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Write what your definition of mercy before
you read this passage of the book?



 


 


 


 


 

To understand grace, we have to better
understand God’s mercy!  From the
passage fill in the following:



 

Mercy is
defined as the outward            of
            .



 

Mercy is
pity and               with
a powerful                and         
, a willingness and purpose to meet the         .



 

Write the definition of mercy at the
bottom of page 26.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Lamentations 3:21-23 says, “But this I
call to mind, and therefore I have hope: [22] The steadfast love of the LORD
never ceases; his mercies
never come to an end; [23] they are
new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”



 

How has your definition or understanding
of mercy changed?



 


 


 


 


 

Consider the ways you have actually
experienced God’s mercy in the past. 
Describe it!



 


 


 


 


 

It what areas of your life to you need
God’s mercy to be at work?  Try to
really consider it and make a complete list.



 


 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take a moment to thank God for His mercy,
and that it is new, fresh, and being expressed to you once again today.  Specifically pray and ask God to show
you His mercy in the areas you have listed above.

















#10
– Chapter 1 – Day 3



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Immerse yourself in the reality of God’s
love for you, being expressed to you in mercy, grace, and kindness!  Receive them all in the moments of your
day, and you will be changed, transformed, renewed, and will live very
different, in a way so very pleasing to Him!



 

The Word tells us that Jesus’ body was
broken on the cross for us.  As He
died, as He was broken for us, not only did the physical veil of the Temple
tear from top to bottom, exposing the Holy of Holies to all, but the curtain or
veil preventing us from an intimate relationship with God was opened.  That is profound!



 

Read from page 28, about God’s “Kindness”
and the “Throne of Grace”, to page 32, and stop before the “Time of Need”.  Consider God’s kindness, and that we have
access to the Throne of Grace.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Write what you would have thought the
Throne of God in heaven would have written on it, what it would have been
called, before you read this passage of the book.



 


 


 


 


 

Why do you think that of all the things
the Godhead could have named Their throne in heaven, that They chose to name it
the Throne of Grace?



 


 


 


 


 

Why is access to this throne and
expression of God’s kindness?



 


 


 


 


 

How has access to this Throne of Grace
come about?  Be specific.



 


 


 


 


 

What are the two things that Hebrews
14:15-16 says are to be found when we draw near to the Throne of Grace?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Are you consciously coming to the Throne
of Grace each day?  Why or why not?



 


 


 


 


 

What does it mean to you to “with confidence draw near to the
throne of grace”?



 


 


 


 


 

What would help you to come more
confidently to the Throne of Grace, the throne you are invited to out of God’s
love, being expressed to you in the immeasurable riches of His grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take the time to ask God to
help you to come more confidently to the Throne, and to deal with any issue
that would keep you from doing so.

















#11
– Chapter 1 – Day 4



 

Concepts to Consider



 

You are invited to the Throne of Grace in
heaven, the Holy of Holies, a place of intimate interaction with God.  His love, being expressed to you in
mercy and in kindness, has invited you there!



 

You have been invited to draw near to the
throne confidently!  He has lavished
His love on you in calling you Child of the Most High God, and has privileged
you with entrance, and wants you to confidently take it.



 

Now, consider what is offered their!



 

Reread from page 28, about God’s
“Kindness” and the “Throne of Grace”, to page 32, and stop before the “Time of
Need”.  Consider God’s kindness, and
that we have access to the Throne of Grace.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Do you believe that God knows you have
needs?  In your time of need, God
offers one thing, according to Hebrews 14:15-16, which is on the next page for
you.  What is it, and why do you
think He offers that?



 


 


 


 


 

Hebrews 4:15-16 “For we do not have
a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in
every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. [16] Let us then
with confidence draw near to the
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace
to help in time of need.”



 

Why is grace offered in our time of
need?  According to the passage,
what is the issue with us that God would offer us grace?



 


 


 


 


 

Take a few moments to go back a couple of
days and ponder again what mercy means. 
God sees the need, and has the full provision to meet the need.  And what He provides in our time of need
is grace.  So what do you think this
grace is that we receive in our time of need?



 


 


 


 


 

Do we confidently come to receive what we
are unsure we even understand?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Do you at times believe that you have
weaknesses, failings, struggles, temptations, trials, and few people or no one
sympathizes with you?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Do you at times feel like no one has an
answer?  That no one cares?  That no one can understand?  That some situations are to much to
bear?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

If His mercies are new every morning, do
you feel you are receiving His mercies? 
Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take the time to pray about your
weaknesses, about His sympathizing with you.  Ask Him to help you come confidently to
His throne to receive the mercy He is offering each moment of each day.

















#12
– Chapter 1 – Day 5



 

Concepts to Consider



 

We all have times of need.  None of us have arrived at living this
life like Jesus!  In our thoughts,
in our actions, in our motives, in our aspirations, in our expression of love,
forgiveness, in our desires, etc., we all fall short.



 

But God has not left us where we are.  He is purposing to change us and
transform us more and more into the likeness of Jesus!  He wants us to receive mercy and find grace
in our time of need!



 

Reread from page 32, “Time of Need”, to
the end of the chapter, and answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

What are your needs?  Some are very obvious, the ‘cares’ and
concerns of your day.  Go deeper
than that!  Consider the list in the
book, and go even deeper and beyond. 
Where do you fail God?  Where
are you most challenge?  What of you
truly needs changing?  Yes, you made
need some paper!



 


 


 


 


 

Why is grace offered in our time of
need?  According to the passage,
what is the issue with us that God would offer us grace?



 


 


 


 


 

Considering your understanding, your prior
definition of grace you have given on the first day of this study, what then do
you think grace is that meets our need?



 


 


 


 


 

One blessing after another is promised
us.  From Jesus’ fullness, we
receive grace upon grace.  What do
you think is this grace upon grace, this one blessing after another we can
receive?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Would you like a greater, a deeper
understanding of God’s grace in your life? 
What do you think this might mean?



 


 


 


 


 

If God’s mercy has something to provide to
us that we do not have ourselves, that comes from God, and that will meet us
with compassion and pity in our time of need, what would it be that you would
need?



 


 


 


 


 
















Group
Discussions Questions



 

The following questions are for group
discussion:



 

Reviewing back through Chapter 1 of the
book, what are 2-3 key thoughts that really struck you, challenged you,
ministered to you, or were a revelation to you, regarding grace as an
expression of God’s love?



 


 


 


 


 


 


 

Reviewing the work you have done in the
study guide over the past week or two, what 2-3 things have impacted you the
most?  What two questions that you
worked through?  What two concepts
that you considered?



 


 


 


 


 


 


 
















#13
– Chapter 2 – Day 1



 

Concepts to Consider



 

How something is defined, what it really
means, is vital to our understanding it. 
Understanding what something truly means, is important to us being able
to use it, to trust it, to rely on it, to have faith in it.



 

Grace is so misunderstood.  Our understanding of grace can be so
limited.  When we truly understand
what grace is and how it operates in our life, we can have our faith in God’s
grace established and strengthened, and have grace work more effectively in our
lives.  If we are to go to God’s
Throne of Grace to receive mercy and find grace in our time of need, then this
understanding is vital.



 

Read chapter 2, page 38 through the top of
page 44, and then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Before you were saved, what did you come
to understand that led you to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?  Be clear, detailed. Try not to leave
anything out.



 


 


 


 


 

Our faith is established on God’s Word,
and what it says about the Gospel. 
Once we heard and understood what God’s Word said in regard to our
salvation, we then expressed our faith in God, in Jesus, and were saved.  What about grace?  Do we need to have faith in what God’s
Word says in regard to grace?  When
we have a faith in what is said about grace, will it become more powerful and
effective, more of a reality in our lives?



 


 


 


 


 

Write out the first Biblical definition of
grace from Strong’s Dictionary.  How
does God show grace to us like this? 
Think or go back to “kindness”, too.



 


 


 


 


 

Write out the second Biblical definition
of grace from Strong’s Dictionary. 
How does God show grace to us like this?  Is it just in salvation that we
experience this?



 


 


 


 


 

Write out the third Biblical definition of
grace from Strong’s Dictionary.  How
does God show grace to us like this? 
Work at memorizing this definition.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Write out ways you have and need to
experience God’s grace as defined in the first definition.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take time to pray and ask God to help you
clearly understand these definitions of His grace, especially the third, and to
meet you with His grace in all of them. 
Pray for God to make you aware of how grace is already at work in these
areas.

















#14
– Chapter 2 – Day 2



 

Concepts to Consider



 

It would very likely be extremely safe to
say that we have all come to understand Paul’s dilemma expressed in Romans
7.  We all know what it is to
struggle with sin, to struggle with temptation, to struggle to live as we know
God would have us to live in a given situation of our lives.



 

As you consider this next area of the
book, let God begin to encourage you that there IS and answer, and He has
provided out of His glorious riches!



 

Read from page 44, starting at the
paragraph that begins with, “This third Biblical definition”, through to page
49, to the end of the second paragraph.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Write out the first part of the third
definition of God’s grace.  Why do
you think God wants to influence our hearts?  What do you believe “hearts” means?



 


 


 


 


 

Do you have any “want-tos” issues?  Places where you know what God’s will
is, but in all honesty, you really don’t want to do it?  You want to want to, but you don’t?



 


 


 


 


 

Do you have any places where you really do
want to obey God, to do what is right, but you seem powerless to actually do
it?  Does it seem like you really
want to stop doing something, but then in critical moments, you do it again?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Do you think your thinking influences your
will?  How?



 


 


 


 


 

Do you think your emotions and feelings
influences your will?  How?



 


 


 


 


 

Why is God trying to influence your heart
and your will?



 


 


 


 


 

Write out some experiences you have where
God has definitely influenced your heart. 
What were the results?



 


 


 


 


 

Write out some areas of your life where
you would like God to influence your heart.  Why?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take the time to pray, and invite God once
again, to powerfully apply His grace to your life.  Ask Him to powerfully influence your
life, your “want-tos”.  Ponder where
He has been doing this, and thank Him for it!

















#15
– Chapter 2 – Day 3



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Yes, we have some desires to do things,
and we don’t carry them out.  Yes,
we have some desires to stop doing certain things, but yet, we keep on doing
them!  There are certainly some desires
at work in our lives that were not there before we were saved, that we want
desperately to live out!  We want
what is going on inside, to be reflected out into our lives!



 

There IS hope!  God has made a way!  What seems impossible for us IS possible
with God!



 

Read page 46, beginning with #2, and
through the second paragraph of page 49, and then answer the questions below.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Write out the second part of the third
definition of God’s grace.  Why do
you think God wants the reflection of His 
influence to be seen in our lives? 
What do you think this means?



 


 


 


 


 

What do you think of a God, who not only
wants to influence our “want-tos”, but wants to give us the empowerment from
within to actually carry it out?



 


 


 


 


 

How is this different from the Law?



 


 


 


 


 

When you begin to understand how grace
operates in this manner, what do you think grace has to do with the Law of the
Spirit?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

In what areas of your life do you
recognize that a power from within has enabled you to stop something or do
something you could not do before?



 


 


 


 


 

In what areas of your life to you need a
power from within enabling you to live different?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take time to pray and ask God to work
powerfully by His grace to enable you to live as He would desire in all the
areas you listed above, and even in areas you have not mentioned or recognized
yet.

















#16
– Chapter 2 – Day 4



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Let hope begin to well up in your
heart.  God has had a plan for you
since before the creation of the world, since before the foundations were
laid.  He knew the destiny He had in
mind for us, and it was to be transformed into the likeness of His Son.  Grace is the means by which He is bring
that about.



 

Read from page 49, the third paragraph
staring with “Please”, through the second paragraph of page 55.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

To apply grace to our lives and receive
its benefits and blessings, we must understand what grace.  Take the time to write down from pages
49-50 what grace is.  Grace is:



 

1.



 

2.



 

3.



 

4.



 

5.



 

6.



 

7.



 

8.



 


 

Ezekiel 36:25-27 says, “I will
sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. [26] And I will give
you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the
heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. [27] And I will put my Spirit within you, and
cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.”



 

What three things are we promised to be
given by this passage?



 


 


 


 


 

What do you think verse 27 means?  The NIV says the Spirit will “move you”
to follow His decrees.



 


 


 


 


 

Read the two paragraphs on the top of page
52.  God is not going to make you
into a robot.  What will He try to
influence first, and cause you to do?



 


 


 


 


 

Once God gets our will in line with His,
what does He then do?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

What is the difference between our
willpower, and us submitting to God’s will, and living by His power?



 


 


 


 


 

Does this give you hope?  In what?



 


 


 


 


 


 

Do you recall experiencing this in some
way in your live?  Describe it
below.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take the time to pray and thank God for
when you have experienced God’s grace influencing your will, and enabling you
to act as He desired.  Pray and ask
Him to help you to be aware of when He is influencing you, and train you to
give way immediately to His will, and receive His enabling power to live for
Him!

















#17
– Chapter 2 – Day 5



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Grace and living by the Law of the Spirit
is certainly a predominately New Testament concept and theme.  This New Covenant we are under has
greater promises, the Word tells us. 
When we realize what grace is and live in its blessings, we certainly
experience part of the greater promises!



 

Read from page 55, the third paragraph, to
the end of the chapter, and then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Philippians
2:12-13
“…work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, [13] for it is God who works in you, both to
will and to work for his good pleasure.”



 

What does the concept that the God of the
universe has taken up residence within you and is working from within to
influence and affect your life make you think and/or feel?  Ponder it for a few moments and write it
down.



 


 


 


 


 

What do you think “…to will and to work
for his good pleasure” means?



 


 


 


 


 

Why do you think it says that you should
“work out your own salvation with fear and trembling”?  What does that make you feel or think?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

What good works do you think that God has
prepared in advance for you to do? 
Don’t just limit this to ministry.



 


 


 


 


 

Have you completely understood and
appreciated these concepts about grace in your own heart and life?  Have you been benefitting from them as
much as you should?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take time to pray and thank God for His
grace at work in your life.  Ask Him
to help you to truly work out your salvation with fear and trembling, as His
Word admonishes.  Ask Him to help
you, to train you, to submit to His grace at work in you, so you will and work
for His good pleasure!



 
















Group
Discussions Questions



 

This chapter is vital, as it presents some
of the key understandings about grace that are so necessary for us to
comprehend so that we can live in the freedom God has intended for us.  



 

The following questions are for group
discussion:



 

Reviewing back through Chapter 2 of the
book, what are 3-4 key thoughts or concepts that really struck you, challenged
you, ministered to you, or were a revelation to you, regarding the definition
and understanding of what grace is?



 


 


 


 


 


 


 

Reviewing the work you have done in the
study guide over the past week or two, what 3-4 things have impacted you the
most?  What two questions that you
worked through?  What two concepts
that you considered?



 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
















#18
– Chapter 3 – Day 1



 

Concepts to Consider



 

You have already looked at many of the
concepts and definitions of grace. 
Hopefully you are be intrigued by the wonder of God’s grace.  But for hope to be most effective in our
lives, it must be responded to, it must be received into our heart!



 

Read page 58 through to just before “God’s
Grace” on page 60, and then answer the questions below.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Ephesians 3:20-21 says, “Now to him who is able to do far more
abundantly than all that we ask or think, according
to the power at work within us, [21] to him be glory in the church and
in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”



 

What do you think is the “…power at work
within us”?  Explain



 


 


 


 


 

Do you ever sit and ponder that the God of
universe, the Creator of all things, has taken up residence inside of you, to
work on you from the inside out? 
What does it make you think and/or feel?



 


 


 


 


 

The author gives an example of having something
and not using it, in particular a chain saw.  Do you believe it is possible to have
the Holy Spirit within you, the source of grace from God, and not use Him?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Do you believe you have a God like no
other God?  Do you believe and feel
it is truly an amazing grace? 
Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

How do you think that you can better
utilize God’s grace?  How can you
better benefit from the Holy Spirit’s presence in your life?



 


 


 


 


 

God desires us to be changed, transformed,
and more like Jesus.  The Word says
that we are to be holy, as our Father is holy.  How do you think this works?  How is it working in your life?  Is it just simply impossible?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take the time now to pray, and to thank God for the Holy Spirit with
you, for the possibilities that He presents, and for you to learn to more
effectively benefit from God’s grace.

















#19
– Chapter 3 – Day 2



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Today, let’s learn a little bit more about
grace that we may not have known! 
Often, there are details in Scripture regarding topics and subjects,
that we just don’t realize are there. 
While not all are profound, they do add to the overall understanding,
and are details that make the picture we see all the more clear and beautiful.



 

Read from “God’s Grace” on page 60 through
the first full paragraph on the top of page 62.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

According
to Acts 20:24, the Gospel is called the “gospel of the             
of God.”



 

According
to Acts 14:3, the Gospel is called the “word of His                   .”



 

In the
NIV, Acts 14:3 is called the “message of his               .”



 

According
to Hebrews 10:29, the Holy Spirit is called “the Spirit of               .”



 

Lastly,
Philemon 1:25 says, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your               .”


So, when
we believe and receive the Gospel of His

              
, the Good News of the             
 of God, we receive the
Spirit of               , the Holy Spirit, into our
spirit, so that the              
 of the Lord Jesus Christ can
be right there with us within our spirit! 
By the Gospel of the                
 of God we receive the word
of His

               
 , so we can have the                
of the Lord Jesus Christ with our spirit, always!



 

Seeing these Scriptures about grace and
the context of where and how grace appears, what does it make you think about
grace?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Do you believe you have a God like no
other God?  Do you believe and feel
it is truly an amazing grace? 
Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Are all these aspects of grace mentioned
in these Scriptures only a part of God’s unmerited favor, a gift of salvation,
or does it have to do with more, potentially much more?  What hope does it give for you in your
life and situations?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take time to pray and ask God once again
to help you with His grace, in the situations you have written above.

















#20
– Chapter 3 – Day 3



 


 

Concepts to Consider



 

You may have often heard it quoted, or
quoted it yourself, that “…he who is in you is greater than he who is in the
world” (1 John 4:4).  This is often
quoted as we struggle in situations, as we face oppression, as we are tempted
and put through trials.  Do you find
it to be true in your life?  Would
you like it to be true in your life?



 

Read the section in the book titled, “The
Agent of Grace”  beginning on page
62 to the end of page 64, and then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

As has been developed in the book so far,
God has no intention of leaving us as we are, but has every purpose to see us
grow and change and be transformed into the likeness of His Son, Jesus.  That is the PURPOSE of His grace in our
life!  The AGENT of grace is the
Holy Spirit.  It might be a little
redundant, but we must make these truths and principles adhere to our heart for
them to be effective for us!



 

Ephesians 3:20-21 says, “Now to him
who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according
to the power at work within us, [21] to him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen."



 


 

Ponder this for a moment: the Father is
able to do far more abundantly that
all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us.  What kind of work are you asking God to
do in you?  What is trying to
change?  Develop?  Write those down.



 


 


 


 


 


 

Can you imagine God doing “far more
abundantly” than what you are asking or thinking?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Do you limit God, when it comes to
changing you, or working in you in a habit, a hurt, a hang-up?  Do you believe that nothing is
impossible for God?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

2 Corinthians 9:8 says, “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so
that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in
every good work.”



 

Can you begin to imagine or believe that,
based upon the scriptures in the text and those quoted here, God intends,
plans, and purposes to work powerfully in your life?  Explain your beliefs or doubts.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take time to earnestly pray to your loving
Heavenly Father, asking Him to build your faith in these truths, to truly
believe and trust in His grace at work in your life, that you can see and
experience change that makes you to be in awe of Him.

















#21
– Chapter 3 – Day 4



 

Concepts to Consider



 

One truth that must be understood in all
of this, is that God’s grace IS actively at work in us, all the time!  Yes, even as you read this morning, and
even as you work on the study guide, God’s grace is working to divinely
influence your heart, and bring a reflection of His work into your life!  He wants to affect your will and your
work!  Our responsibility is to
respond to His grace, and therefore, to not miss His grace at work in us in a
given moment.



 

Read the section titled “Do Not Miss God’s
Grace” at the top of page 65 through to the middle of page 69, and then answer
the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Hebrews 12:15 says, “See
to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no ‘root of
bitterness’ springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled…”



 

The NIV says, “See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no
bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.”



 

Take a moment to ponder and think on
this.  God’s grace, through the
agent of the Holy Spirit, who is now within you, is working in each and every
moment to divinely influence your heart…your thinking, your emotions, and your
will…to come in line with God’s wishes, ways, and His will.  Grace is influencing us to submit to
God’s will, to give way in our own will to His.  As we acknowledge God and submit to His
will, He will then empower us and enable us to actually live it out!  We must believe this, and we must TRUST
Him with this.



 

Based on what you are discovering about
God’s grace so far, and what this Scripture says, why is it vital that we do
not miss the grace of God?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

When we don’t obtain the grace of God, a
bitterness rises up, it causes trouble, it defiles many.  Can you think of a situation or two in
your own life where you experienced missing the grace of God, and reaping the
results?  Where trouble was caused
that did not have to happen, and many were affected, defiled?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Can you think of some areas in your life
right now, that you really need to receive God’s mercy and find His grace in
your time of need?  A place where
you need to be diligent to not miss God’s grace?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Left to our own willpower, we have and we
will fail.  Are you seeing that
grace is working to aid us to give way to God’s will, and rely on His power in
all things?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Pray right now about these areas
above!  Ask God to help you to NOT
miss His grace, to NOT fail to obtain it! 
Ask Him to help you to clearly see, feel, and understand the influence
He is putting on your heart, and to respond to it well!

















#22
– Chapter 3 – Day 5



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Perhaps as you are reading the book, and
rereading sections as you go through the study guide and answer the questions,
you are beginning to realize that grace IS at work in your life, even if you
did not call it that!  All of us can
have that realization!



 

Read the section titled, “Evidence of the
Grace of God” beginning on page 69 and going to the end of the chapter, and
then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

What do you think is the “evidence of the
grace of God.”



 


 


 


 


 

What do you think it means in Acts 11:23
when Barnabas “…exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast
purpose…”?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Try to list as many evidences of the grace
of God in your life as you can.  Be
explicit, detailed.  Where and when
did He influence your heart?  When
and how did He empower and enable you to live different than you were or
normally would?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take the time to thank God for His love,
kindness, mercy and grace He has showed you so far in your relationship with
Him.  Ask Him to continue to make
you very aware of the grace that is flowing down towards you in every moment of
every day, in every and all situations! 
Remember, 2 Corinthians 9:8 says, “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in
all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every
good work.”

















Group
Discussions Questions



 

Grace MUST be received; we are strongly
admonished to not miss it. The evidence that God’s grace has been working in
our lives IS there, yet we should desire it even more!   



 

The following questions are for group
discussion:



 

Reviewing back through Chapter 3 of the
book, what are 3-4 key thoughts or concepts that really struck you, challenged
you, ministered to you, were a revelation to you, or encouraged you regarding
receiving God’s grace.



 


 


 


 


 


 


 

Reviewing the work you have done in the
study guide over the past week or two, what 3-4 things have impacted you the
most?  What two questions that you
worked through?  What two concepts
that you considered?



 


 


 


 


 


 


 
















#23
– Chapter 4 – Day 1



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Grace is a dynamic aspect and concept
within the salvation that God has offered to mankind.  Grace, by what has been defined thus far
in the book, has a great amount to do with salvation coming about in us.  Perhaps playing a greater part than
sometimes we fully appreciate.



 

Read from the beginning of chapter 4, on
page 72, the section titled, “Grace in Salvation – Part 1”, ending on
page 76.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

When you have read that you were saved by
grace through faith, what have you believed this meant before reading the book?



 


 


 


 


 

What has God expressed to us that shows
Him in a “graciousness of manner or action”?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

What are the needs on the side of man,
before coming to salvation?



 


 


 


 


 

What are the resources of God on His side,
in relation to man’s salvation?



 


 


 


 


 

What does this make you think about in
regard to God’s mercy and grace for you today, and in your situations?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take the time to now pray, thanking God
for His showing you His grace, His “graciousness of manner or action.”  Ask Him to show you grace in your
situations today, and help you recognize and receive it.
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– Chapter 4 – Day 2



 

Concepts to Consider



 

It is one thing to receive a gift.  It is another thing, to receive a gift
totally as a surprise.  It is
another thing all together to receive a gift from someone that not only do you
not deserve, but because of your conduct, their giving you a gift would be a
shock and surprise; someone you are not in good relationship with, even an
adversary to.  Yet God has shown us
such a great love, mercy, kindness and grace, that we should be offered such a
gift of salvation, when it was totally and completely unmerited and
undeserved!  Truly amazing!



 

Read the section titled, “Grace in
Salvation – Part 2”, beginning on page 76 and ending on page 77.



 


 

Points
to Ponder



 

Ephesians
2:8-9 says, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God, [9] not a result of
works, so that no one may boast.”



 

And
Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”



 

When you received Christ, did you have a
clear sense that you were receiving something you did not deserve?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Did you have a clear understanding when
you got saved, that your salvation, this gift you were receiving, was NOT based
upon your works?



 


 


 


 


 

When you received a gift from someone, an
extremely practical gift that meets and perfectly fulfills a need you have,
what should you do with it? 
Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Do you still revel in the wonder of this
free gift of salvation that you have received?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

How do you think that you could best show
God your gratefulness for the incredible gift of salvation that you have
received?  Explain.



 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take the time to give God that
thanksgiving and gratitude He deserves for the wonderful free gift of salvation
you have received.  Ask Him to help
you to show your gratefulness to Him by doing what you have stated above.
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– Chapter 4 – Day 3



 


 

Concepts to Consider



 

Sometimes, we just can’t get where we are
going on our own!  We need a map or
a GPS.  We need clear
instructions.  And honestly,
sometimes we need someone to help get us to our destination, like a teacher or
a professor, or a good coach.



 

We did not get to this place of salvation
on our own!  We were helped,
sometimes in ways we have not fully appreciated or recognized.



 

Read the section titled, “Grace in
Salvation – Part 3a”, beginning on page 77 and ending on page 82.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Write out the third part of the Biblical
definition of grace below. 
Hopefully it is coming to the point you have it memorized!



 


 


 


 


 

John
6:44 says, “No one can come to me
unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the
last day.”



 

How does God draw man to Him?  How did He draw you?  What did He use?



 


 


 


 


 

In John
6:65 Jesus said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.”  The NIV says, “no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled him.”



 

How does God enable a man to come to Him
through Jesus?  How did He enable
you?  Do you remember?



 


 


 


 


 

John
16:8-9 says, “And when he comes, he
will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: [9]
concerning sin, because they do not believe in me…”



 

How does God convict a man?  What does He convict him of?  How did He convict you?  Do you remember?



 


 


 


 


 

Do you seed that it was by grace that you
were saved?  That God, in a variety
of ways, in a variety of means, was directly, intentfully, divinely influencing
your heart towards salvation?  Do
you recall?  Explain.  Be specific.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

If God was working this way in your before
your salvation, even long before your salvation, do you think He has
stopped?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Was God seemingly working by His grace
like this MORE as you were coming to salvation, or just after?  Does it seem to not be as intense, as
active as before?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

This is a great time to rejoice and give
God thanks for all He did, so specifically, in a very personal way, to move you
towards and into salvation by His grace! 
Ask Him today to help you to continue to be actively seeing and
experiencing His grace in this way on a daily basis!
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– Chapter 4 – Day 4



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Some of the moments of our life are just
simply supernatural!  God does
something in us or through us that only He can do!  When we are born again, it is not just
by man’s doing, it is not just the decision of a father and a mother, it is
completely by the Spirit’s doing! 
We may not be able to measure the whole of it in the moment, or even
now, but it is none the less an act of grace, a reflection in our life, that
can only come about by God Himself.



 

Read the section titled, “Grace in
Salvation – Part 3b”, beginning on page 83 and through the first full
paragraph on page 84.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Hopefully we are giving God full credit
for all of what He did as He drew us to salvation through His Son Jesus!  When God had drew you, when God had
stirred faith in you to believe, when God had convicted you, all by His grace,
what part did you have to do to be saved? 
Be complete and thorough in your answer.



 


 


 


 


 

In John 3:5-8
Jesus answered, "I tell you the
truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the
Spirit. [6] Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.
[7] You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' [8] The
wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where
it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the
Spirit." 



 

What happened to you at the moment of your
salvation?  As you gave way in your
will, in your volition, and believed, what happened to you?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

When you were saved, was it the start of
something or the end of something? 
Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

How should the “reflection of it into the
life” continue?  What will be the
evidence of it?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take the time to pray and thank God for
the moment your salvation.  Do you
remember it?  Do you remember how
you felt?  Do you recall what
happened immediately after?  Give
God praise for it!



 

Ask Him to help you to take full advantage
of His grace in your salvation this very day!
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– Chapter 4 – Day 5



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Guilty! Guilty! Guilty!  Without doubt, we were guilty of sin,
and worthy of condemnation and judgment from God!  Then, one day, we were justified!  Yes, a deep word, but with some powerful
meaning for us!  And, we were
justified by grace!  What does that
mean?



 

Read the section titled, “By Grace You Are
Justified”, beginning on page 84 and through to the end of the chapter.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Do your best to define what justification
means.



 


 


 


 


 

What does it mean to be justified by His
grace?



 


 


 


 


 

What does redemption mean?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Since your salvation, do you feel
redeemed?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Since your salvation, do you feel
justified?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Again, take the time to purposefully
express your gratefulness and thanks for what He has brought about in your life
through His grace.



 


 


 


 


 
















Group
Discussions Questions



 

Grace was at work in our salvation!  It was at work in every aspect of the
definition!  It is truly and amazing
grace, from an amazing God!



 

The following questions are for group
discussion:



 

Reviewing back through Chapter 4 of the
book, what are 3-4 key thoughts or concepts that really struck you, challenged
you, ministered to you, were a revelation to you, or encouraged you regarding
God’s grace in your salvation.



 


 


 


 


 


 


 

Reviewing the work you have done in the
study guide over the past week or two, what 3-4 things have impacted you the
most?  What two questions that you
worked through?  What two concepts
that you considered?
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– Chapter 5 – Day 1



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Before you were saved, did you want to
live a different life than you were living?  A new life?  Since you have been saved, or are
growing up as a saved person, do you have the realization that there are things
about you that just have to be changed? 
Made new?



 

God has promised and provided that can
live a new life, a new kind of life, as a different kind of person or creature
than how we began!



 

Read from the beginning of the chapter on
page 88 through to just before the section called “The Holy Spirit In You” at
the bottom of page 90.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Read the passage of Romans 7:18-24 once
again.  How do you relate to this
passage?  Can you relate to Paul in
things of your past or present? 
Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Look at the following passages once again,
and fill in the blank with the word that is missing.



 

2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a        -           
 The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come.”  NASB says, “…he is a new                 …”



 

Likewise,
Romans 6:4 says, “We were buried
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in                  of life.”



 

Lastly, Ephesians 4:22-24 says, “…to put off your old self, which
belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires,
[23] and to be renewed in the spirit
of your minds, [24] and to put
on the                self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”



 

What is promised by these?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Have you experienced this newness of
life?  Do you feel like a new
creature?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

How could what you are learning about
grace help you to understand and apply grace in such a way that you are
actually experiencing this new life more? 
Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Pray, thanking God for His plan and
purpose for you to live a new life…newer tomorrow than today!  Ask for His help, His grace, to work in
your life to bring about that new life, His life in you.  Be specific!
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– Chapter 5 – Day 2



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Jesus said He would be with us always,
until the very end of the age.  Then
He ascended back to heaven.  Is He
with us, or not?  Yes, He IS with
us, through the presence of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Grace, who is also
called the Spirit of Christ!



 

Read from page 90 starting at the section
called “The Holy Spirit In You”, through the section called “The Spirit of
Sonship”, ending near the top of page 93.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Go back and read 1 Cor. 6:19-20 and the
next paragraph once more time.  What
do you think about the concept that we are no longer our own, and we are no
longer alone?  Explain what you
think this means.



 


 


 


 


 

So when you say that Jesus is with you,
what do you mean?  When you say that
you are a temple of the Holy Spirit, what do you mean?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Read Romans 8:15 again on page 92.  Do you feel like you have received the
Spirit of Sonship?  Does your spirit
cry out from you at times, “Abba! Father!”?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Read the paragraph at the top of page 93
again.  Are you familiar with these
Scriptures, with these concepts of the Word?  What do they all have in common?  List each one, and explain how you are
or are not walking in them.



 


 


 


 


 

How can grace, and your response to grace
change or improve this?  How can
your awareness and sensitivity to the Spirit cause grace to be more effective
in your life? 



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take the time to pray and thank Jesus and
the Father for depositing the Holy Spirit in you.  By the Spirit you are marked as God’s
property and His child.  Thank God
that you are NOT your own anymore, and that you are NOT alone anymore!



 

Pray and ask God to help you to be more
and more sensitive and responsive to the Holy Spirit in the moments of your
day, so you can receive grace in your time of need.
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– Chapter 5 – Day 3



 

Concepts to Consider



 

I have heard the frustrated cry of a child
of God, lamenting over their sin, a habit, a failure in their life, as they
say, “I wish God would just change me!” 
Or, they say something like, “Well, it will change in God’s good time.
It is going to happen by His grace, so there is nothing much I can do about it
until He changes me!”



 

Read the section “Be Controlled By The
Spirit” on page 93-94, and then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

How do you feel about the statement
above?  Have you said it?  Have you felt it?  Do you think it is a true
statement?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Romans 8:9 from the passage above, says
that you are “controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the
Spirit of God lives in you.”



 

Are you a believer in Christ?  Do you believe that the Spirit of God,
the Spirit of Christ, the Spirit of Grace is in you?  Then why do you think you still
experience the sinful nature controlling you sometimes, instead of the Spirit
of God?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

The book says in this passage that God will
not make us into robots.  Do you
agree?  If so, why will God NOT make
us into robots?  What has He done
instead? 



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

How about you?  Are you responding to the Holy Spirit
correctly?  Are you responding to
God’s grace in your life?  Are you
giving way to the Spirit in the moment, in what He is trying to influence you
is God’s will for the moment? 
Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

When you respond correctly, submitting to
the Spirit, responding to His influence and giving way, what can we then expect
to happen? 



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Thank God for the Spirit in you!  Ask God to help you, to discipline you,
to respond to the Holy Spirit as you should.  Ask God to help you, by His grace, to
give way and be ‘controlled’ by the Holy Spirit! Without this step first, we
will not have the power to live like we should!
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– Chapter 5 – Day 4



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Have you ever felt obligated to do
something?  Have you ever felt like
it was your duty to serve in a certain way?  A sense of duty or obligation can be a
very strong motivation to choices that we make.  Let’s consider these next couple of
sections of the book and this very concept.



 

Read the sections “We Have An Obligation”
and “He Gives Life To Our Mortal Bodies” on page 94-96, and then answer the
following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Do you feel an obligation, and duty to
live by the Spirit?  To better
respond to God’s grace, His divine influence?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Again, we are no longer alone.  We have been bought, freed, received our
redemption, at the cost of Jesus’ suffering, blood, and death.  Having received freely the gift of
salvation, the Spirit has now taken up residence in us.  We are not our own anymore!  And, we are not alone anymore, He is
within us!  But He has NOT turned us
into robots!  Our free will is still
at work, still in effect.  He will
move us to do the right thin, but He will not make us.  He will influence our will, but He will
not enable us with power to live it out, until we submit to Him and determine
that His will is our will!



 

Have you been learning to respond to God’s
grace to the working of the Spirit? 
Are you understanding the need to do this, the duty, the obligation you
have to do it? Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Be honest.  Whenever you have failed God, in a new
thing, or a very old habitual thing, do you ever blame Him for it?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Is it ever really His fault?  Did He fall short of His obligation to
you?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

So be honest.  What has to change?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Stop and ask God right now to help that
change in you happen!  Even the
change we are asking for will come about by grace!  You realize that, don’t you?  Plead with your Heavenly Father to help
you, to discipline and train you, to respond correctly, and receive His
enablement and empowerment to live different!  He wants to do it!
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– Chapter 5 – Day 5



 

Concepts to Consider



 

The Spirit of God can give life to our
mortal bodies!  Not just life
eternal, after we die, raising us to a glorified body!  No, He can give LIFE to our bodies NOW,
enabling us to live for our Father now, bringing glory to God!



 

Read the sections “He Gives Life To Our
Mortal Bodies” and “Evidence Will Be There” on page 95-99, and then answer the
following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

What does “your spirit alive because of
righteousness” mean?  What does the
Spirit giving life to your mortal body mean?



 


 


 


 


 

Romans 8:13 says, “For if you
live according to the flesh you will die, but
if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will
live.”



 

It cannot
be emphasized enough how absolutely key that Scripture is to understanding
grace, and understanding how we overcome anything in our life, whether
something new, or longstanding.



 

How do
you put to death the misdeeds, the sin, the failings of your mortal body,
according to this Scripture.  What
does this mean?



 


 


 


 


 

How is
this tied to or a part of grace? 
Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Find the
paragraph on page 97 that speaks of us being in rhythm, in step, in cadence
with the Holy Spirit and read it again. 
What do you feel this means?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Are you
in step with the Spirit like this, moving and flowing in His grace, moment by
moment?  If not, why not?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Romans
8:6 says that the “mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace.” What does
this mean?  Are you experiencing
that?  What does grace have to do
with it?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take the time to pray and ask God to help
you to understand and apply these incredible truths.  Ask Him to help you to flow in His
grace, stay in step with the Spirit, and by the Spirit, but to death the
misdeeds of your life.  Thank God
once again, for the wonder of His grace in your life today!

















Group
Discussions Questions



 

Grace is the empowerment of the Holy
Spirit to put to death the misdeeds of the body, of our life!  When we live like this, our minds know
life and peace!  What a joy!



 

The following questions are for group
discussion:



 

Reviewing back through Chapter 5 of the
book, what are 3-4 key thoughts or concepts that really struck you, challenged
you, ministered to you, were a revelation to you, or encouraged you regarding
God’s grace and the empowerment of the Spirit in your life.



 


 


 


 


 


 


 

Reviewing the work you have done in the
study guide over the past week or two, what 3-4 things have impacted you the
most?  What two questions that you
worked through?  What two concepts
that you considered?
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– Chapter 6 – Day 1



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Oh, to have power to live right!  Power over our thoughts!  Power over our emotions!  Most especially power over our will, and
power to live right!  It seems to be
promised in the Word, but sometimes so elusive in our lives!  Is there any hope for us!  Yes, yes there is!  Grace!



 

Read from the beginning of the chapter,
page 100, to the end of page 104, and then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Ephesians
3:14-21 is an incredible prayer that Paul prays for the saints of Ephesus.  But the theology of this prayer offers
us hope!  Hope that we can live a
very different, empowered life for God.



 

How do
you explain the Holy Spirit being within your inner being, within you spirit?



 


 


 


 


 

2 Corinthians 3:7-11 describes the
contrast between the ministry of the Law of Moses, and the ministry of the Law
of the Spirit.



 

What are
some of the realities of this glorious ministry of the Holy Spirit?  What is different between the Law of
Moses, and the Law of the Spirit?



 


 


 


 


 

What was
the Law of Moses powerless to do, that the Law of the Spirit, grace, can now
do?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Take the
time to personalize the prayer of Ephesians 4:14-21.  Write it below.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Now, earnestly pray this prayer for
yourself.  Pray it for key people in
your life!  Give God thanks for the
promises held out in this prayer!
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– Chapter 6 – Day 2



 

Concepts to Consider



 

We have struggled so long to change
ourselves from the outside in, trying to force ourselves to do what is right,
to think what is right, to choose God’s way, and live it out.  In some respects, perhaps in many
respects, we have failed, and it frustrates us!  But there is hope!



 

Read from the beginning of page 105,
through the end of the second paragraph on page 108, and then answer the
following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Think
about the powerful imagery of John 15, where Jesus is the Vine that we are
branches grafted into.  The Spirit
of God flowing into us from this relationship is the means by which the Fruit
of the Spirit is brought about in our life.



 

How do
you think this occurs?



 


 


 


 


 

The whole
process laid out in Paul’s prayer of Ephesians 3:14-21, begins with what verse
16 says.



 


 

Ephesians
3:16 states “…that according to the
riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his
Spirit in your inner being…”  It is in your inner being, your spirit,
that the Holy Spirit strengthens you with power.



 

His Spirit within our spirit.  His Spirit strengthening our inner
being, our spirit, with power.  Is
there a way to adequately explain how the Holy Spirit does this?  Try.



 


 


 


 


 

No matter
how it happens, look at the result, look at what it causes.  Verse 17 says that “Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith…” If Jesus begins to dwell in your heart, what does
that mean to you, what is being affected?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Are there
places where you could benefit from experiencing Jesus dwelling in your
soul?  Where?  How?  Try to explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take time to pray, and ask the Father to
strengthen you with power in your inner being, in your spirit, by the power of
the Holy Spirit.  Ask the Father to
cause Jesus to dwell in your hearts by faith today!  Rejoice and give thanks that God surely
has not left you alone, but is with you, is in you, is truly nearby!
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– Chapter 6 – Day 3



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Grace.  God’s grace!  Grace that is affecting our being!  Grace flowing in to our inner being
through the Holy Spirit, giving us a power to live we have not known
before!  This promised new life
beginning to infect our very soul with the reality and prominence of Jesus!



 

Read from page 108, the section titled
“Christ Dwells In Our Minds”, through the second paragraph of page 112, and
then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 says, “For the weapons of our warfare are not of the
flesh but have divine power
to destroy strongholds. [5] We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised
against the knowledge of God, and take
every thought captive to obey Christ…”



 

If Jesus
beings to dwell in our hearts, then being mighty in Spirit will begin to affect
our thinking.  Within the passage
and text, what do you think is the effect of Jesus dwelling in our
thinking?  In our thoughts being
captive to Him?



 


 


 


 


 


 

Philippians 4:4-7 says, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.
[5] Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; [6] do not be anxious about anything,
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. [7] And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.”



 

If Jesus
beings to dwell in our hearts, then being mighty in Spirit will begin to affect
our emotions, too.  Within the
passage and text, what do you think is the effect of Jesus dwelling in our
minds and emotions (hearts)?  



 


 


 


 


 

Philippians 2:12-13 says, "…work
out your own salvation with fear and trembling, [13] for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his
good pleasure."



 

Jesus
dwelling in our hearts by the Spirit will affect our thinking, our emotions,
and that will lead to affecting our will. 
Within the passage and text, what do you think is the effect of Jesus
dwelling in our will?  



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

When you
are very strong spiritually, what do you tend to be like?  How do you tend to deal with
situations?  Temptations? Etc.?



 


 


 


 


 

What
keeps you, then, from being filled with the Spirit’s power on a regular
basis?  He is the very source of
grace in your life.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Prayerfully consider your thought life,
your emotional life, your will, and how well you are living in God’s available
power, and living for Him.  Could it
be better?  Pray that personalized
prayer of Ephesians 3 again for yourself and others.  Thank God that Jesus CAN dwell in you,
in all of your being, because of God’s grace, because of the wondrous presence
of the Holy Spirit.

















#36
– Chapter 6 – Day 4



 

Concepts to Consider



 

In the first chapter of the book we talked
of the great love of God that has expressed itself to us in His mercy, His
grace, and His kindness that has been shown to us.  God wants us to truly grasp how profound
this love is, be rooted down in it, and continue to experience it in a
relational way with Him each day!



 

Read from page 112, the section titled “We
Grasp The Love of Christ”, through the first paragraph of page 115, and then
answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

According
to Ephesians 3:17-19, God wants us to comprehend the breadth and length and
height and depth of the love He has for us.  Take some time, do your best, to
describe God’s love in every way you can.



 


 


 


 


 

According
to Ephesians 3:19, we can know this love that surpasses knowledge.  What does this mean?  Look back at the passage in the book,
and do your best to explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

To
‘know’, to have ‘knowledge of’, is not just to have intellectual knowledge of
something.  It is also very much to
have an experiential knowledge.



 

How could
you better experience this wonderful love of God that is beyond knowledge?



 


 


 


 


 

Love is
experiential, isn’t it?  I can say I
love you, and that is important. 
But isn’t it more important that I show you I love you?



 

And, if
love is being expressed to me, can I receive it as well as reject it?  If I receive it, then the love that was
shown is made complete, in that I have received it and accepted it.



 

Are you
allowing God to love you with all the aspects of His love that He wants to show
you?  Are you receiving all various
expressions of His love that He is showing?  Is His love being made complete in
you?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take time to pray and ask God to help you
to know, to fully receive the love that He is showing, in all of its various
expressions!



 

You may not be able to fully explain it
all, but you can still experience it all!



 

Thank God for the great love that He is
expressing to you!  Open up your
heart and receive it!



 

Pray that personalized prayer of Ephesians
once again!

















#37
– Chapter 6 – Day 5



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Could there be a capacity that man has for
God, at least on this earth, in this fallen body?  Could there be a measure of God that He
wants to give to us, that He wants us to have and to experience?  And shouldn’t we want to be filled to
that full measure He has measured off? 
I think so!



 

Read from page 114, the section titled
“Filled To The Measure Of All The Fullness Of God”, through to the end of the
chapter.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Would it
be simple enough to say, that when we are strengthened with power in our spirit
by the Holy Spirit, and we are allowing Jesus to dwell in our hearts through
faith, affecting our thinking, emotions, and will, and when we are basking in
the love that surpasses knowledge, experiencing it, that we are filled with all
the fullness of God?  Isn’t that
what Ephesians 3:14-21 is saying? 
Agree? Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Look at
the passages again on page 114, the passages that come after this admonition by
Paul.  When we are filled to all the
fullness of God, when grace is actively flowing in us, influencing us and
enabling us to live, shouldn’t we live like described?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Ephesians
3:20-21 says, “Now to him who is able
to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power
at work within us, [21] to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”



 

Isn’t all
of what is said in that whole passage and in the text of the book, far more
abundantly than all that we are normally asking or thinking or imagining?  But can you see that he wants to do
it?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Do you
believe God has more for you than perhaps you have been experiencing?  Can you pray this prayer, daily,
believing and having faith and expecting for God’s grace to be at work, the
Spirit of God to be at work, to do more than ever before?



 


 


 


 


 

What part
will you plan in the fulfillment of this prayer?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take the time to rejoice in God right now,
for the wonder of His love that has made all this available to you!  Ask Him to help you pray as you should,
submit as you should, abide as you should, and LIVE like you should, being a
God-imitator, brining glory to Him!

















Group
Discussions Questions



 

Grace transforms us from within!  We can know a love the surpasses knowledge,
and be filled to the full measure of God! 
We CAN live a life pleasing to Him. 
He is out to make it happen!



 

The following questions are for group
discussion:



 

Reviewing back through Chapter 6 of the
book, what are 3-4 key thoughts or concepts that really struck you, challenged
you, ministered to you, were a revelation to you, or encouraged you regarding
God’s grace and this transformation from within.



 


 


 


 


 


 


 

Reviewing the work you have done in the
study guide over the past week or two, what 3-4 things have impacted you the
most?  What two questions that you
worked through?  What two concepts
that you considered?



 


 


 


 


 


 


 
















#38
– Chapter 7 – Day 1



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Can the answer we are seeking ever be
something quite the opposite of what we are expecting or of what would make
natural sense to us?  When we are
told to boast in our weaknesses, or to delight in them, it just seems to oppose
our natural sensibilities.  And yet,
that is exactly what Paul purposes to do, as the Lord tells him that His grace
is sufficient for him.  Can we learn
to do the same?



 

Read from the beginning of the chapter to
the end of page 122, and then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Paul is
praying through a difficult situation of his life.  The answer he gets three times from the
Lord is, ‘My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’?  How would you like that answer to your
prayer requests to the LORD regarding your situations?  What do you think the LORD meant by this
answer?



 


 


 


 


 

The author says that this chapter is about
that grace is the power of God made available to us in our weaknesses.  When we find grace in our time of need,
is what we are finding actually the power of God made available in our
weakness?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Could you imagine coming to the place that
you are boasting in your weaknesses?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Think about some of your primary trials,
struggles, temptations, failings, habits, and sin.  There, you know your need.  Now, think and write down what God has
in His glorious riches that could be a power, a strength to you this situation.



 

Can you list them out, perhaps in a column
of your weakness and His power or strength?  Do so, and then consider, would He
withhold any of these from you?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take the time to pray about these areas
that you need God’s power, God’s riches, poured out on you.  Thank Him that they are available you
through faith, through the ministry of the Spirit.

















#39
– Chapter 7 – Day 2



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Delighting in weakness?  Giving thanks in all circumstances?  Counting it full joy when we face trials
of many kinds?  These are counter to
our natural inclinations!  Can we do
it?



 

Read from the top of page 123 through the
second paragraph on page 125, and then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

We are
discouraged and dismayed by weaknesses. 
We are disheartened by weaknesses, but delight in weaknesses?  That is an odd thought!  How do you think we can do this?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

What is your
natural inclination to do when you are facing difficulties, when you realize
you have a weakness?



 


 


 


 


 

Can you
imagine that is pure delight to God to be able to express His love, His mercy,
His kindness, and His grace to us, in taking from what He has to enable and
help us in our need?  If in our
weakness, we receive from Him, and make the exchange complete, and we benefit
and He is delighted, should we then BOAST in the weakness and DELIGHT in the
weakness because of the opportunities it gives God to show up and show
off?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Could you imagine coming to the place that
you are boasting in your weaknesses? 
Even delight in them, because as you give way to grace, and receive from
God, you perform better with Him then you ever would have on your own?



 


 


 


 


 

Write out
a prayer of delight in a current weakness in your life.  Include some boasting in the weakness.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take the time to thank God for grace at
work in your life.  Thank Him for
the deepening understanding you are getting of what grace is, and how it
works!  Pray the prayer you wrote
above, over several or ALL of the issues of your life!  Expect God to move in you with His
grace!

















#40
– Chapter 7 – Day 3



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Accepting our weaknesses, but expecting
His grace is vital.  We go to a
Throne of Grace to receive mercy and find grace.  Mercy by definition means we will be
seen with compassion, in all of our weakness and need.  If we will not accept our weakness, we
will not go looking for the help!



 

Read from the middle of page 125, starting
at the section titled “Accept Our Weaknesses”, through to the top of page 128,
and then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Read 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 one more
time.  Paul says, “But he said to
me, ‘My grace is sufficient
for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all
the more gladly about my weaknesses, so
that Christ's power may rest on me. [10] That is why, for Christ's
sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in
difficulties. For when I am weak,
then I am strong.”.



 

What does
it mean to have “Christ’s power” resting on us?



 


 


 


 


 

We are
weak, whether we admit it or not. 
In humility, when we admit we are weak, we gain the opportunity for
grace to be activated, for Christ’s power to rest on us.  Does this make sense?  Can you envision yourself doing this?  What would the result be?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Again, in
what areas of your life are you weak? 
Can you take each one to the Throne right now, KNOWING you can receive
grace?  Knowing the Spirit will be
working in the momentary, to move you, and enable you to live differently?  Name some.



 


 


 


 


 

Here is a
harder question.  Where are the weak
areas you are still not willing to even admit?  How much grace is flowing in those
areas?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take the time to go back and pray your
personalized prayer from Ephesians again! 
Have hope, that God is working from within, by His grace, to change you.



 

Thank Him for grace!  Thank Him for the opportunity for you to
depend on His provision to change the moments of your life, so you can live
them by His power, for His pleasure, and for His glory.

















#41
– Chapter 7 – Day 4



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Do you believe we can do everything
through Him?  Do you believe that He
can make all grace abound to you, in all things, at all times?  It doesn’t seem possible, does it?



 

Read from near the top of page 128,
starting at the section titled “When We Are Weak, We Are Strong”, through the
first full paragraph on page 133, and then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

2 Corinthians 9:8 says, “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so
that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in
every good work.”



 

What does
“all grace abound to you” mean to you now? 
Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Philippians 4:13 says, “I can do
everything through him who gives me strength.”



 

What does
this now mean to you?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Explain
how even your strengths can be a weakness to you.  Explain how you have to consciously make
your strengths a weakness before God, so you can receive His power and grace.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

What are
some of the ‘good works’ God is expecting you to be doing?  List as many as you can.  Be explicit.



 


 


 


 


 

Do you
believe He can make all grace abound to you in these things?  Can you be made strong in them?  Explain how this will happen.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Pray now, asking God to make all grace
abound to you in all these things, at all times, so that you CAN abound in all
the good works He has for you this day!



 

Rejoice and give thanks for His great love
that is anxiously waiting to pour out His grace on you!

















#42
– Chapter 7 – Day 5



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Yes, we can get to the point we actually
boast in our weakness!  In doing so,
though, it is simply leading to us boasting in the Lord!  Because as we boast in our weakness, knowing
that in our weakness we can be made strong through grace and the Spirit, living
then as we should, we will bring glory to the LORD!  We will boast in Him, and what He has
done in us, and through us!



 

Read from page 133, starting at the
section titled “Boast In Your Weakness, Not In Yourself”, through to the end of
the chapter, and then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Can you
give an example in your own life, where you boasted in your weakness, received
His grace and strength, and it turned the situation into a boast in the
LORD?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

You may
have to generalize a bit, but try to consider some of the situations of your
life, some that you have already listed in other questions on earlier
days.  How could you see handling
them differently?  In a general way,
as you prayerfully consider them?  And in the momentary, as something
happens in a moment of your day? 
Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take time to boast in the LORD, in every
good thing His grace has brought about in you!



 

Pray about the things listed above, that
you will be able to rightly apply what you are learning about grace, and live
more effectively that transformed life God has purposed for you!

















Group
Discussions Questions



 

Power in weakness!  It has been the cry of our heart!  Maybe not expressed in those exact
words, but certainly in sentiment! 
Grace is the answer to our need!



 

The following questions are for group
discussion:



 

Reviewing back through Chapter 7 of the
book, what are 3-4 key thoughts or concepts that really struck you, challenged
you, ministered to you, were a revelation to you, or encouraged you regarding
God’s grace and the power it brings to our weaknesses.



 


 


 


 


 


 


 

Reviewing the work you have done in the
study guide over the past week or two, what 3-4 things have impacted you the
most?  What two questions that you
worked through?  What two concepts
that you considered?



 


 


 


 


 


 


 
















#43
– Chapter 8 – Day 1



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Has God asked us to be something we cannot
be?  To do something we cannot
do?  YES!  He has asked us to be holy, to imitate His
Son in our lives!  On our own, we
cannot do it!  We cannot be like
Jesus!  It is impossible with man!  But it is not impossible with God!  And so, He gives us a greater
grace!  He gives us all we need for
life and godliness!  That can be so
exciting when we grasp ahold of it!



 

Read from page 138 through to the end of
page 143, and then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

True, a dying man’s words might be
meaningless mumbo jumbo!  But, there
are certain people’s last words that carry great value to us!  Why do you think Peter’s potential last
words written down to a people he dearly loved and cared about in the LORD, are
valuable to us?



 


 


 


 


 

2 Peter 1:3 (NIV) says, “His divine power has given us everything
we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called
us by his own glory and goodness.”



 

Below, discuss the analogy of the car
battery as it has to do with the parable of the vine, and our topic of grace.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Have you been or are you discouraged by
such statements as what Peter makes in these passages of 2 Peter 1?  Do you wonder why you don’t do better in
certain areas of your life?



 


 


 


 


 

When you consider your life, your
devotions, your church attendance, your daily dependence and walk with God, do
you see and corrosion or disconnection from the power source?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

How does a clearer understanding of what
God’s grace is, and how it works, give you some sense of hope that things in
your life can be different, even dramatically?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take the time to pray, repenting of
anything you see or realize in your life has disconnected you from God, or has
corroded your connection to Him. 
Ask God to enable that power to flow once again.  Ask the Father to discipline and train
you to stay connected in the moments of the day, so that you receive that
divine power.  Take time to thank
God for His patience, His long suffering, and His kindness and mercy towards
you!

















#44
– Chapter 8 – Day 2



 

Concepts to Consider



 

It is all about our relationship, our
knowledge of God.  It is not about
just wearing a life-preserver of salvation, and then going on as we were, going
on as we are!  NO!  It is about the on-going, continuing,
abiding, dwelling in relationship with Jesus and our Father, through the influencing
and empowering presence of the Spirit! 
Grace!!



 

Read from page 144 through to the end of
the first full paragraph of page 147, and then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Take time to work through the analogy of
our relationship to God portrayed by the parable of the vine.  Go to the passage in John 15 if
necessary.  Explain in the end, what
this has to do with you receiving divine power.



 


 


 


 


 

What is God’s glory and goodness that
called you?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

What is your knowledge of God like?  How would you describe it in recent
years, months, weeks?  Do you feel
it is where it needs to be or should be?



 


 


 


 


 

As you are learning about God’s grace, and
now grace described as a divine power that enables us to participate in divine
nature, how important is relationship to grace?  Explain in detail.



 


 


 


 


 

If grace, His divine power, flows in us
best through a relationship with Him, through a “knowledge” of Him, what can
you do positively today, tomorrow, and in the days ahead, to ensure you are
intimately connected to Him?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take the time to pray, asking God to clean
your connections!  Ask God, your
loving Father, to help you as you submit to Him, as you purpose to establish
and maintain this proper connection to Him, to Jesus, and to the Spirit
(fellowship!) that enables you to receive His grace and power properly.  Yes, you even need grace to do this!



 

Thank Him for His glory and goodness!

















#45
– Chapter 8 – Day 3



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Have hope!  Let anticipation and excitement begin to
build in your heart of hearts!  You
CAN be different, God has proposed it, and purposed it, and has planned for it!  You get to reap the rewards of that and
enjoy it!



 

Read from page 147, starting from the
beginning of the section titled “We Can Participate In The Divine Nature”,
through to the end of the first full paragraph of page 149, and then answer the
following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Scripture proposes some of the most daring
of things!  God’s Word says that we
can be changed into the image of Christ! 
It says that we are to be imitators of God!  It proposes that we can participate in the divine nature!  What does this propose to us, regardless
of our prior experiences?



 


 


 


 


 

Let’s be clear, extremely clear!  We are NOT being made into gods or
becoming gods.  When we finally do
die and enter eternal life, we will nob be gods!



 

What the Spirit is saying through Peter’s
words is that there is a divine power at work, grace, that can enable us to
participate in divine nature!



 

Reread the paragraph at the bottom of page
147 and write out your reaction to this.



 


 


 


 


 

Participation in divine nature is not
mandatory, not forced upon us.  What
must we do to have this experience?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Is it your desire, the desire of your
heart, to receive divine power and participate in divine nature?  How will this occur do you think, from
what you are learning?  What affect
and results do you believe it will have? 
Be detailed, be explicit.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take time to thank God for providing His
grace, this divine power that will influence your heart, and enable you to live
for Him, to actually participate in divine nature!



 

Again, pray the prayer from Ephesians for
yourself and others, now with this thought and concept added to it!

















#46
– Chapter 8 – Day 4



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Surely, our “want-tos” need to be
addressed at times!  But, we know
that like Paul, we have expressed, with all sincerity of heart, our desire to
be done with certain things in our lives, and to be about doing certain other
things in our lives; yet, we have to often fallen short of it.  Escape from some of these things has
certainly been elusive!



 

Read from page 149, starting from the
beginning of the section titled “We Can Escape The Corruption Of This World”,
through to the end of the second full paragraph of page 151, and then answer
the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

1 Peter 2:11
says, “Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the
flesh, which wage war against your soul.”



 

In
the NIV it says, “…abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul.”



 

What are the passions of the flesh, sinful
desires, that ware against your soul?



 


 


 


 


 

Peter proposes in the passage that we can
escape from the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.  James says it is our of our own evil
desires that we are led away and tempted. 
What does this give us hope for? 
Be clear and precise.



 


 


 


 


 

Evil desires are with us.  Our sinful nature seems to bubble up
with them at times, in moments, in certain areas of our weakness.  But by divine power, by participation in
divine nature, we can escape the corruption.  What does that mean?  More importantly, how is that going to
come about?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Take the time to consider 3-4 areas of
your life that you feel are the very worst of your sin, your struggles, your
failings.  This is corruption.  You can escape it!  Write each area down, and then write
down what God has in Him that would change that area in you.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Now go through your list, and pray over
each area, and ask God for His grace, for His divine power to enable you to
participate in divine nature in these areas!  Ask for His divine nature, the aspect of
Him that you have need of, to come alive in you through the influence and
ability of the Holy Spirit.



 

The next time you face that temptation,
that struggle, immediately give way to God, to His will for you in this area,
and His empowerment to do what is right, and DO IT!

















#47
– Chapter 8 – Day 5



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Have you ever realized that you were
putting a lot of effort into something, but all the effort was being done in
the wrong place, in the wrong way, and was gaining you no ground?  Our efforts are necessary; God will not
make us a robot.  But, they must be
applied in the right area, in the right way, and then we will see the benefit,
the blessing come!



 

Read from page 151, starting from the
beginning of the section titled “Grace Enables Our Efforts”, through to the end
of the chapter, and then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

2
Peter 1:8 says, “For if you possess
these qualities in increasing measure, they
will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ.”



 

Do you
want to be effective and productive in your knowledge of Jesus?  I don’t have to go into what “knowledge”
here is, right?  Explain what you think effective and productive means.



 


 


 


 


 

Why do you think that living by God’s
divine power, participating in divine nature, adding to our faith this whole
list of things, makes our calling and election sure?  How do these things keep us from
falling?



 


 


 


 


 

What is a rich welcome into the eternal
kingdom?  Do you want that?  What are you willing to do to attain to
it?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Write out the list Peter gives that we are
to add to our faith.  Add to the
list any other “fruit” list you can think or find in scripture.  Are you practicing these things or have
you been?



 


 


 


 


 

What are you seeing about grace, about
access to the Throne to receive mercy, about boasting in your weaknesses, etc.,
that can help you to live out this list more effectively and productively for
Jesus?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Tough assignment today.  Take this passage of scripture we have
been dealing with, and personalize it into a prayer for yourself.  Then pray it.



 

Thank God for His goodness, that He would
provide grace, divine power, to participate in divine nature, and live
differently!

















Group
Discussions Questions



 

Participating in divine nature! Jesus’
life being lived out through us again! 
What a proposition!  Do you
accept the challenge?  Will you
receive the power, the grace to do it?



 

The following questions are for group
discussion:



 

Reviewing back through Chapter 8 of the
book, what are 3-4 key thoughts or concepts that really struck you, challenged
you, ministered to you, were a revelation to you, or encouraged you regarding
God’s grace and the everything that you need for life and godliness.



 


 


 


 


 


 


 

Reviewing the work you have done in the
study guide over the past week or two, what 3-4 things have impacted you the
most?  What two questions that you
worked through?  What two concepts
that you considered?



 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
















#48
– Chapter 9 – Day 1



 

Concepts to Consider



 

All of us want to be able to resist
temptation.  All of us want to
escape the corruption of the world that comes about through evil desires.  If sin, and therefore Satan, are no
longer are master, and we want to obey our new Master, how do we do it?  What must we do to experience grace at a
deeper level?



 

Read from page 156 and 157, and then
answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Matthew
26:41
says,
“Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”



 

REALITY
CHECK:



 

My
spirit is willing.              YES
or NO


My flesh
is weak.                 YES
or NO


I am a
new creation:            YES
or NO


I take the way of escape:     YES or NO



 

James says something interesting in regard
to temptation.  He says that “…each
person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.” (James 1:14) 






Temptation comes about because we have
desires within us that can be lured, enticed, and drawn towards sin.  We have to understand this, and deal
with it, effectively, if we are going to avoid temptation and find the way out!



 

1
Corinthians 10:13 says, “No
temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he
will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he
will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.”



 

Do you feel you are tempted beyond your
ability?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Do you believe that God provides a way of
escape in the midst of every temptation? 
Explain.



 


 


 


 


 


 

Why do you think that you fail to endure
the temptation, that it seems to win more often than you like?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Would you agree that the fault never lies
with God?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Read the section referenced above
again.  What is the way out that God
has provided?  How can you better
take advantage of what has been provided? 
Be explicit.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

God has provided so very much.  There is NO FAULT on God’s side!  In prayer, confess and profess this to
God.



 

Cry out to Him, asking for Him to help you
LEARN to flow in His grace, and to ALWAYS take the way out that He is
providing!



 

Pray your personalized prayer from Chapter
8 Day 5 of your study guide.

















#49
– Chapter 9 – Day 2



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Today is a bit repetitious, and a little
shorter.  Enjoy the break!



 

Read from page 158 through 160, and then
answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore, if
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come.”



 

In the
NASB it says “…a new creature…”



 

2 Corinthians 5:17 in the Amplified
Bible says, “Therefore if any person is [engrafted] in Christ (the Messiah) he
is a new creation (a new creature altogether)…



 

Fact check.  Are you a new creation, a new creature
altogether, or not?  How do you feel
about this?  What has your
experience been?



 


 


 


 


 

Reading the text on 158 into 159, and
contemplating your experiences so far, what do you think?  Are you a new creation?  A completed creation?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is
a new creation. The old has passed
away; behold, the new has come.” 2
Corinthians 5:17 



 

What new has come?  What do you think this means?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

What does what we know and believe and
think about all this have to do with our ability to walk in it?  Be explicit.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Thank God today for your salvation, that
you have been born again, and that you are a new creation, a totally new
creature than you were.



 

Invite God to be the potter and mold you,
the clay.  Ask Him to apply His
pressure, His discipline, to mold you as He desires!



 

Rejoice in Him, thank Him, for who He is,
for all He has done, and for what He is personally doing in you!

















#50
– Chapter 9 – Day 3



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Sometimes analogies help us to see and
understand things better.  Jesus
used parables to reveal spiritual truths in a manner that made it simple for
people to see and understand.



 

Read the Jell-O analogy once again, from
page 161 through page 163, and then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

What is a “colloidal suspension”?



 


 


 


 


 

When you
mix the gelatin with the hot water, the

              
becomes suspended in the              
.






When you
mixture cools, the              
becomes suspended in the             
.



 


 


 

How are we a “spiritual colloidal
suspension” with the Holy Spirit?



 


 


 


 


 

Romans 12:11 says, “Do not be
slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.”



 

What kind of things can we do to be
fervent in spirit, and to avoid being slothful in zeal?



 


 


 


 


 

What impact with this have on our
spiritual walk?  On our ability to
access and utilize grace?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Are you consistently doing the things you
mentioned?  When you focus on
intimacy with God, reading His Word, worshipping Him, doing things that feeds
your spirit and stirs your zeal, how do you tend to do in life?  In temptations?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Pray and ask the LORD to help you to stay
in intimate fellowship with Him. 
Ask Him to help you to stir your zeal and be fervent in spirit!



 

Thank Him again for grace…for His love…His
mercy!

















#51
– Chapter 9 – Day 4



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Submission is so often seen as a bad word.  Often we do not like submitting, because
in doing so, we are no longer in charge, we are no longer doing what we
want.  But when it comes to God, and
our relationship with Him, this is vital! 
We MUST submit.  But the
reality is, there is great blessing in the submitting!



 

Read from page 164 through the sentence
ending on the top of page 166, and then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

James
4:4-5
says, “You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is
enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself
an enemy of God.”



 

Friendship with the world is enmity with
God?  Enmity is defined as “a
feeling or condition of hostility; hatred; ill will; animosity; antagonism. 



 

How does this make you feel when you read
a scripture like that?  Do you tend
to avoid them?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Write down below what the word submit
means.  Be complete.



 


 


 


 


 

Is submission to God overall and in a
given moment, simply to obey a command? 
Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Where do you find yourself right now?  Are you submitting to God, and resisting
the devil, and he is fleeing from you? 
Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Are you taking James’ guidance,
prescription the whole way?  Are you
doing ALL of what is says in the passage? 
Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

PRAY! 
You may realize you have some business to attend to with God!



 

Begin to cry out to Him to help you to
submit to Him ALL TOGTHER, and to receive His grace in a greater measure, so
you can live in a way that is pleasing to Him.



 

End your time by praying fervently your personalized
prayer from Ephesians 3.

















#52
– Chapter 9 – Day 5



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Submission is not a bad word when it comes
to submitting to God!  It can be a
blessing to us!  It is where we are
in His protection, receiving His grace, and reaping reward and blessing!  Submission is not just a momentary
proclamation, but an ongoing relationship!



 

Read from the top of page 166 through to
the end of the chapter, and then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Ponder the analogy made by the author to
his Marine Corps experience.  What
does this make you think and consider in your submission to God?



 


 


 


 


 

Considering this, do you see reasons why
you have missed the way out during temptation?  Do you see how you may have missed God’s
grace in a given moment?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Consider the second analogy that begins at
the bottom of page 168.  Apply this
to your own relationship with God. 
How might things change if you operate in this manner?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

A power tool is at your disposal…a chain
saw.  You don’t read the instruction
manual, the owner’s manual.  You
don’t put gas in it.  You don’t know
or understand the switches or levers, what they do.  Even if you got it started, you are not
sure you put that chain on in the right direction!  What good would the chain saw do you in
cutting up that tree in your back yard? 




 

Grace is at your disposal.  Explain to yourself why you have not
benefitted from it like you should have. 
What has gone wrong?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Pray and thank God for any realizations
that you are having about yourself, and your submission to Him!  Prayerfully recommit to a complete
submission to God that flows from a deep intimacy and fellowship with Him!



 

Thank
God once again for all He has provided and blessed you with, and all He has
already done in your life!

















Group
Discussions Questions



 

Finding a way of escape and resisting
temptation is such an important part of our life on this earth, and a life in
the Kingdom of God.  We must do it,
and do it well!



 

The following questions are for group
discussion:



 

Reviewing back through Chapter 9 of the
book, what are 3-4 key thoughts or concepts that really struck you, challenged
you, ministered to you, were a revelation to you, or encouraged you regarding
God’s grace and the way He can enable us to resist and escape temptation.



 


 


 


 


 


 


 

Reviewing the work you have done in the
study guide over the past week or two, what 3-4 things have impacted you the
most?  What two questions that you
worked through?  What two concepts
that you considered?



 


 


 


 


 


 


 
















#53
– Chapter 10 – Day 1



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Grace is profound!  The working of grace and the result of
grace are what we truly need and desire! 
If it is the means by which we can truly resist temptation and the devil,
and can consistently live the life we desire to love for God, than we must
learn to activate it in our lives as effectively as possible.



 

Read from page 171 through to the end of
the paragraph on page 173, just before James 4:4-10, and then answer the questions
below.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Think about what we have learned so
far.  Write some of it down
again.  What do you now know about
grace?  What it does?  How it works?



 


 


 


 


 

Ponder
this: If we do not change in a given
moment, or in our life overall, is it ever
God’s fault?  Is it simply because
God has not brought about the change yet? Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

What is the key to activating grace in our
lives more effectively and regularly?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Grace comes flowing down from heaven
through the pipeline of our faith. 
When we humble ourselves, submit, and choose to obey God in a moment, we
open the valve and grace comes flowing in to enable us!



 

How well are you doing this in your life
right now?



 


 


 


 


 

How could you see yourself doing this more
effectively in certain circumstances or situations, so that more grace came
flowing into your moments?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take the time to pray and ask the Father
to help you to clearly understand how to activate more grace in your own life,
to access a greater grace!



 

Can you thank Him for revealing truths to
you that bring about blessing to you, and one blessing after another?



 

Pray your personalized prayer from 2 Peter
1.
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– Chapter 10 – Day 2



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Pride.  Being proud.  It is a huge issue in our lives in
general, and certainly can be a great issue of our spiritual lives.  Pride leads us to denial.  Pride leads us to not asking or seeking
the help we truly need, and is often being offered.  But being humble can bring about much the
opposite!



 

Read from the bottom of page 173,
beginning with the James 4 scripture, and through to the end of page 177, and
then answer the questions below.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

James
4:6,10 says, “But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, ‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace
to the humble.’ [10] Humble
yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.”



 

What two points are very clear regarding
grace in these two scriptures?



 


 


 


 


 

The key
to releasing a greater grace
into our lives lies before us in verse six.  It says, “God opposes the proud, but
gives grace to the
humble.”  How then do we humble
ourselves before the LORD?



 


 


 


 


 

Think back to the Throne of Grace, and to
what mercy means.  Why would you
approach the Throne of Grace?  What
do you hope to receive?  And how
would you come to a throne such as this?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

In what areas of your life do you need a
greater grace at work?  And have
you, are you, coming to the Throne of Grace, to receive mercy and find grace in
your time of need?



 


 


 


 


 

Describe the kind of humility needed at
that Throne.  Are you showing
it?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Ask God to help you to understand how to
get more grace in your life.  Ask
Him to teach you what it is to humble yourself before Him, so you can receive
more grace.



 

Give God thanks for all He has done, and
all you are learning.
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– Chapter 10 – Day 3



 

Concepts to Consider



 

With all of what you have read and studied
thus far regarding grace, do you have a desire for a greater measure of grace
to be effectively working in your life? 
Do you believe this is possible? 
Can you be different than you are today?  And what is the way to activate more
grace in your life?



 

Read from the top of page 178 through to
the end of the paragraph on page 183, just before the section titled, “Humbling
Is Done Under God’s Mighty Hand”, and then answer the questions below.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

A key point to ponder is that we are to
humble ourselves under God’s might hand, as Peter says in 1 Peter 5:5-6 says, and
the passage from James 4 also states. 
But what does that mean?  If
this is the means by which we can access God’s grace, we need to understand it
and apply it well.



 

From the section for today, define as best
you can what ‘pride’ is.



 


 


 


 


 

From the section for today, define as best
you can what ‘arrogance’ is.



 


 


 


 


 

In this section, the thought of being
humbled by life but not humbled before God, being broken by life, but not be
broken before God, is discussed. 
Clearly write what you think is the difference between the two.



 


 


 


 


 

From the section for today, define as best
you can what ‘oppose’ means.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

From the section for today, try to list
our for yourself what you believe showing humility before God would be.



 


 


 


 


 

What would humility in a general way, in
your life, look like?



 


 


 


 


 

In a momentary way, during a temptation,
during a trial, etc., in the moment something is happening, what would humility
before God look like?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Here is an assignment to begin working
on.  Go to James 4:4-10, and
personalize this into a prayer.



 

You covered a most important topic
today.  Be sober in your prayer
today, asking God to work on you mightily, that you could truly show a humility
before Him in general, and in the moments of life, so that you can activate
grace in your life in that moment more effectively!  It is there, it is at work, but to
received the full effect and benefit, we must be humble!



 

Thank the LORD for all of what is His and
is in Him, that He has and desires to make YOURS!

















#56
– Chapter 10 – Day 4



 

Concepts to Consider



 

The reality is, we need God.  He sets the “terms and conditions” under
which we receive things we need from Him. 
While many things are “free”, and in fact we could not earn them if we tried,
there are still often “if & then” conditions set by God.  Obviously, they do involve our will, our
free will.  To overcome the failings
of your own willpower, you must give in in your will to His will, so you can
receive His power!



 

Read from page 183, beginning with the
section titled, “Humbling Is Done Under God’s Mighty Hand”, to the bottom of
page 184, just before the section titled “Fasting Enforces Humility, Empowers
Prayer”, and then answer the questions below.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

“…Clothe
yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God
opposes the proud but gives grace
to the humble.” [6] Humble
yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time
he may exalt you…” 1 Peter 5:5-6



 

Read it carefully!  It says, “Clothe yourselves…with
humility”.  God is looking for us to
humble ourselves before each other, and certainly before Him.



 

Ponder this:  What does it mean to humble ourselves
under the mighty hand of God?  And,
what does it mean that in the proper time he will exalt you?


Take time to ponder it all, think about
all you are learning about grace, mercy, etc., and write it out.



 


 


 


 


 

Where will true change of our character
come from?  How will we be
transformed?



 


 


 


 


 

And who can truly bring this about?  Can you?



 


 


 


 


 

What is true worship of God? 



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Think about and write down 3-5 key areas
you believe the Potter is working on. 
Will you today consciously submit to His mighty hand, to discipline you,
to humble you, to shape you into what He wants?  NO MATTER THE COST?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Grace has always been working in your
life, and is today.  A greater grace
has always been available.  A way
out has always been available. 
Sometimes, we simply have not accessed or activated it by humility in
general, or in the moment!  We need
to learn, to be trained, to do it better! 
PRAY today, and earnestly ask your loving Father to humble you under His
might hand!  And lift you up in His
timing!



 

Thank Him for such love, mercy, and
kindness being shown you, that He makes grace available!

















#57
– Chapter 10 – Day 5



 

Concepts to Consider



 

If humility, generally and in the moment,
is key (and it IS) to grace and a greater grace flowing in my life effectively,
than can you deepen your humility? 
YES!  Scripture is clear that
fasting is a means by which we can humble ourselves before God, and focus and
empower our prayer life!



 

Read from page 184, the section titled
“Fasting Enforces Humility, Empowers Prayer”, to the end of the chapter, and
then answer the questions below.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

“I
afflicted myself with fasting; I prayed with head bowed on my chest.” Psalm 35:13 



 

The
NIV says “I put on sackcloth and humbled myself with fasting.”



 

The
NASB says “I humbled my soul with fasting.’



 

How does fasting bring a humbling?



 


 


 


 


 

Why in particular do you think that
fasting brings a humbling to our soul? 
How?  Look back at the
passage if you need to.



 


 


 


 


 

Isaiah
66:2 says, “…But this is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my
word.”



 

How does humility and a contrite spirit
work together?  Do you think that
you might get God’s attention if you are fasting, praying, humbling yourself,
and being contrite in spirit?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Have you ever fasted?  And what for?



 


 


 


 


 

Have you ever fasted for yourself, with
the focused purpose of being humble before God, being heard by God, and
accessing a greater grace in your life, that changes you, transforms you, and
enables you to live differently for God? 
Why not?



 


 


 


 


 

What is your plan now? (Remember, failing
to plan, is planning to fail!  Make
a plan between YOU and GOD!)



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Pray and ask God to humble you under His
might hand!  Ask Him for HELP in
beginning to fast and pray, humbling yourself, and receiving a greater grace in
your life!  Rejoice in what you are
learning, rejoice in what He is teaching you, and in the hope you have to live
differently for Him!

















Group
Discussions Questions



 

Activating a greater grace in our life is
so very important!  Being humble
before God is the key, and we need to understand it well, and practice it even
better!  God can and will do
abundantly more than all we are asking or imagining!  Seek Him, you will find Him!



 

The following questions are for group
discussion:



 

Reviewing back through Chapter 10 of the
book, what are 3-4 key thoughts or concepts that really struck you, challenged
you, ministered to you, were a revelation to you, or encouraged you regarding
God’s grace and the way He can enable us to resist and escape temptation.



 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 

Reviewing the work you have done in the
study guide over the past week or two, what 3-4 things have impacted you the
most?  What two questions that you
worked through?  What two concepts
that you considered?



 


 


 


 


 


 


 
















#58
– Chapter 11 – Day 1



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Have you ever heard it before?  Thought or considered it?  Can you imagine that grace is training
you?  What in the world does that
mean?  And what are the benefits to
grace training you?  This is so very
important to us!



 

Read from Chapter 11, beginning on page
187, through to the end of the first paragraph on page 189, and then answer the
following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

The
grace of God that appeared was our great

               
     and                   
,               
-              
.



 

The
grace of God appeared, bringing             
- 

              
to all people!


The
grace of God appeared, training us to renounce               
and                   
-                
.






The grace of God appeared, training us to live

                
,                  
, and                 
lives in this present age!


That is what the Word says the grace of
God did when it appeared.  Jesus is
that grace of God that appeared, and that passage of Titus tells us what else
Jesus did, which of course is tied to grace.



 

Jesus
gave Himself to                   
us from all

                   
.


Jesus
gave Himself to               
for Himself a people for His own                  
.


Jesus
gave Himself to              
a people who are

                   
for                   
-                   
.



 

Isn’t all of this AWESOME to
consider?  Jesus did not come JUST
to die on the cross for your sins, but WAS grace, BROUGHT grace, and THROUGH
grace is trying to bring about SO MUCH! 
Cooperate with the training!



 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Be honest with yourself.  When you read a passage like this, when
you focus and consider some points of what is being said and you ponder it,
what does it make you feel?



 


 


 


 


 

What does it make you think or feel when
you realize He was planning this before the creation of the world?



 


 


 


 


 

How do you feel like you have to respond
to this?  How do you feel about
facing the fact that HE wants to TRAIN you in this manner?



 


 


 


 


 

Are you willing?  Willing to offer yourself to Him, to His
training?  To the training that
grace wants to bring?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

PRAY…earnestly…ASKING Jesus, the grace
that has appeared, to TRAIN you!  



 

REJOICE…give Him THANKS for what He has done,
for what He is going to do, for what He IS doing!

















#59
– Chapter 11 – Day 2



 

Concepts to Consider



 

The good work that Jesus has started in
you, He has every intention of bringing to completion!  He is not done with you yet, and is
working to see to it that you are made into His likeness more and more, through
grace!



 

Read from second paragraph on page 189,
through to the middle of page 191, and then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Holiness
is not just some outward performance, but the                   
and                   
of the 

                     
,  the                     
, and the

                   
 within the heart that are
behind the

                    
of our lives.



 

Do you believe this is an appropriate or
an adequate description of holiness? 
If this were occurring in your life, would you be more holy?



 


 


 


 


 

Hebrews 12:14 says that without holiness,
no one will see the LORD.  What do
you think that means?



 


 


 


 


 

Are there any new areas of your life that
you are seeing that grace may want to train you?  Where God may want to refine you, and
address your thoughts, your attitudes, your ambitions, etc.?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

We often hear the old adage, “no pain, no
gain”.  When it comes to grace
training us, do you think that there might be some “pain”?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Are you a willing participant in the
training that grace, your Master, Jesus, wants to bring about?  Any reservations?  Write them down.



 


 


 


 


 

Would you be willing to bypass any
reservation, and trust Jesus, trust Abba, your Father, to train you?  It will be through grace, through the
working of the Spirit.  Can you
trust the Godhead, the Trinity, to train you?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take the time to pray, and if necessary,
ask the LORD to help you to entrust yourself wholly to Him, the Them, for your
training.



 

Thank the LORD, the Godhead, the Trinity,
all three of Them individually, for what they desire to do and are going to do
in your life!
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– Chapter 11 – Day 3



 

Concepts to Consider



 

Physical training and getting into shape
is a momentary decision, but then becomes a daily, moment-by-moment
decision.  We choose to train
ourselves, and then we have to continue to make the right decisions momentarily
to actually work it out into our lives. 
It is no different spiritually.



 

Read from third paragraph on page 191,
through to the end of the third paragraph of page 193, and then answer the
following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Renovations take time and effort!  The transformation of your mind, its
renewal in the way it thinks, and therefore what it chooses, takes time.  But it takes effort, too.  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Presenting your body to this
transformation is a spiritual act of worship.  What do you think about that?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Hebrews 5:11-14 speaks of our “powers of
discernment trained by constant practice.” 
What do you think this means? 
Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

If the life we live before God is a
spiritual act of worship, if our will being lined up with His will, and our choices
and actions are acts of worship, then how is your ‘worship’ before God?  Be brutally honest, and explain.



 


 


 


 


 

At church we sing a song that has a line
in it that says that it is about “more than the song”.  Is your life about more than just the
songs you sing at church?  How
so?  What do you want it to be
about?  How can grace help?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Pray, and once again, offer up your
body…all of you…to God for His training, as an act of worship.  Offer all of your thoughts, actions, decisions,
motives, attitudes to God as an active display of worship to Him today!



 

Rejoice and give Him thanks for grace…and
with joy for every trial that you can prove Him out in…and for thanksgiving for
every circumstance He can show up in…all to His glory!
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– Chapter 11 – Day 4



 

Concepts to Consider



 

What is your view of discipline?  Does the word invoke positive or
negative thoughts?  The discipline
of our Father is so very important to us! 
We must see it in the positive light of our training, our transformation,
and only submit to it, but willingly pursue and embrace it!



 

Read from the last paragraph on page 193,
through to the end of the first paragraph of page 196, and then answer the
following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Look at Hebrews 12:7-11, and fill in the
blanks, one from each verse of the passage.



 

V.7 – When we are
disciplined, we are being treated as

                       
.


V.8 – Being
disciplined by God shows that we are

                        
 children of God.


V.9 – We should                         to
the Father of our spirit and                        
.


V.10 – Our Father
disciplines us for our good, that we may share in His                         
.


V.11 – All
discipline seems                        
in the moment, but in the end it yields                         
of 


                          
.


IF you KNOW that some of the trials and
troubles you are going through in the moment, are in the end brining about
God’s training of you, and the fruit of holiness, peace, and righteousness in
you, than can you count it all JOY as you go through it?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

IF you KNOW that some of the trials and
troubles you are going through in the moment, are in the end brining about
God’s training of you, and the fruit of holiness, peace, and righteousness in
you, than can you give THANKS in ALL circumstances, as God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

We can all go to school, schools of many
kinds.  What is the School of the
Holy Spirit all about?  Are you
willing to enroll?   What will
He bring about in His school? 
Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Today, take Hebrews 12:7-11 and
personalize it into a prayer.  Pray
it to God, with earnestness of soul! 
Do this with THANKSGIVING!



 

Thank your Father for the discipline He
wants to bring into your life! 
Thank Him for the results He is intending!  Do this with JOY!

















#62
– Chapter 11 – Day 5



 

Concepts to Consider



 

As God works in you through grace, and
trains you to say “No” to ungodly passions and pleasures, and disciplines you
to say “Yes” to Him and His ways, AND His power at work within you to enable
you to live, you will find a power resting on you that will empower you to live
for God in a way so very pleasing to Him! 
It is exciting!



 

Read from just after the first paragraph
of page 196 through to the end of the chapter, and then answer the following
questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Preachers and teachers spend a lot of time
picking apart every piece of the Full Armor of God that we are to put on, wear,
and utilize in our walk before God.



 

However, sometimes we miss one of the most
important Scriptures of that passage.



 

Ephesians
6:10 says, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the
strength of his might.”



 

This passage is one of those keys, again,
to truly walking in grace, truly walking in the influence and empowerment of
the Holy Spirit, that allows me to walk victoriously!  It does no good to know what each piece
the armor is, what it covers, or what it accomplishes and brings about, if we
are not first strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might!



 

First, it says that we must be strong in
the LORD.  What do you think that
this means?  ARE YOU?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Second, it says that we must be strong in
the strength of His might.  What do
you think that this means?  ARE
YOU?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

The truth is, if we are not “strong in the
Lord”, strong and secure and consistent in our relationship with Him, abiding
in Him, dwelling in Him, etc., then we will not be flowing in grace,
experiencing the power of the Spirit, will not find the power of Christ resting
upon us, etc.



 

We are not “in Christ” in name only; we
are to be actively grated into and taking advantage of all of what the LORD has
provided for me for life and godliness. 
If the battery connection is poorly made, the cranking amps won’t help
me much!



 

Apply
It to My Life



 

What are the areas of your life where you
are having to take a stand against the enemies schemes?  The enemy is not God, nor at all like
God, but he IS tactical and  meticulous in setting his plans against
you!  You must have your Armor on,
NO DOUBT…but you better be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might
if you are going to take and maintain a stand against the enemy.



 

How must you do this BETTER in your life!
Explain!



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Give God praise and thanksgiving that He
has provided an Armor for you! 
Thank Him for the relationship He offers by which you can take part in
the strength of His might for your life!



 

Ask Him to help you take full advantage of
it ALL!

















Group
Discussions Questions



 

No pain, no gain!  No training, no development!  No discipline, and all of your loftiest
desires come to nothing!  Grace trains
you!  Embrace grace!



 

The following questions are for group
discussion:



 

Reviewing back through Chapter 11 of the
book, what are 3-4 key thoughts or concepts that really struck you, challenged
you, ministered to you, were a revelation to you, or encouraged you regarding
God’s grace and the way He desires to discipline and train you.



 


 


 


 


 


 


 

Reviewing the work you have done in the
study guide over the past week or two, what 3-4 things have impacted you the
most?  What two questions that you
worked through?  What two concepts
that you considered?



 


 


 


 


 


 


 
















#63
– Chapter 12 – Day 1



 

Concepts to Consider



 

God loved you before you were
conceived.  He knew you were coming
about, it was no surprise!  He knit
you together in your mother’s womb, and had plans and purposes for you.  Many things take us off track in life,
some our fault, some that are because of life, or because of others’
choices!  He wants to restore us to
His plans, and use us, and cause us to live the abundant life promised!



 

Read from the beginning of the chapter to
the end of page 201, and then answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Have you read Psalm 139 before?  Psalm 139 assures us that all of our
days were ordained for us before one of them came to be.  What does that say to you?



 


 


 


 


 

What about Psalm 139:13, that He wove you
in your mother’s womb?



 


 


 


 


 

Romans
12 makes it clear that each of us are
very unique, created by God, and in our uniqueness, are a part of the whole,
the church, the Body of Christ.  How
does that make you feel?



 


 


 


 


 

Romans
12:1 says that “for the grace given
to me…”, and then goes on to talk about the uniqueness and the necessity of
each of us.  How does that make you
feel?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Do you feel you are a unique creation of
God?  That you have unique talents,
abilities, giftings?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Grace is at work, even in all of
this.  Would you be willing to let
God touch your heart, heal your wounds, reestablish or build up your esteem, to
realize you are precious to Him? 
And that you are important and have value in His Church, His Body?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Do you ever feel like you are withholding  yourself from the Body?  That you don’t feel worthy?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take time to pray and thank God, maybe for
the first time, for the way that He has designed and created you!  It does not matter what the world has
thought or thinks, it matters what God has thought and thinks!



 

Pray, asking God to work in you to develop
and release what He has designed in you for His glory, and for the Body.

















#64
– Chapter 12 – Day 2



 

Concepts to Consider



 

You are unique!  You have giftings that are necessary in
the Body of Christ, and in the local church that you attend!  We need to discover what God has put in
us, sometimes develop or redevelop it for God, and then release it and express
it for God and within the Church. 
No one can be who we are!



 

Read the Romans 12 passage again, and then
on down through the second full paragraph on page 203, and then answer the
following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

You ARE very unique!  What natural aptitudes do you have?  Talents?  Giftings?  Have you ever done a “Motivational
Gifts” or “Spiritual Gifts” assessment? 
Who are you?



 


 


 


 


 

1 Corinthians 15:10, “But by the grace
of God I am what I am, and his grace
toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them,
though it was not I, but the grace
of God that is with me.”



 

Have you allowed God to use you in His
Body?  You might be an ear, or an
eye, or something else.  What have
you believed you were to be?  Or are
sensing?



 


 


 


 


 

Are you withholding yourself?  Romans 12:5 says, “…so in Christ we who are many
form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.”  We belong to each other!  We have a part to play.  Are you withholding yourself?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Grace has provide within your soul
giftings and abilities.  Can you,
will you, make them all available to God to be used for Him and His Church and
His Kingdom? 



 


 


 


 


 

He may have to apply grace to your life to
hone and develop those gifts.  Will
you allows Him?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Thank God for every good gift He has put
in you, whether fully developed, tapped into, or being used.  You MUST begin to be able to show
gratefulness and thankfulness for exactly who God made you to be!



 

Pray and ask God to develop you and to use
you!
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– Chapter 12 – Day 3



 

Concepts to Consider



 

You matter.  Life is NOT just about you.  That is selfish.  You need to be healed, made whole,
delivered from all hurts, and become the person God has always wanted you to
be.



 

Read from the second full paragraph on
page 203 through to the end of page 206, and then answer the following
questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

My right hand is maimed.  In a stupid moment of life, I had my
hand chewed up a bit by a snow blower. 
I am missing about an inch of my right ring finger.  My right middle finger is about ¼
inch shorter than it should be.  It
could be much worse, and others have much worse to deal with.  The point is, there is a piece of me
missing.  I have adapted, like my
typing without that finger.  But the
truth is, as much as I have adapted, it is still missing, and it is NOT the
same.



 

When you keep yourself from the Body of
Christ, you do much the same.  Can
the body adapt, has the body adapted, to you not being plugged in and
contributing all that you could contribute.  YES.  But you may well be very much missed!



 


 


 


 


 

Look back at the Romans 12 passage and
consider this.  Can you not being
where you need to be, and not being who you are, affect the body?  Is your uniqueness as an eye, a hand,
etc., being missed?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

Look at the analogy on the top of page 206
again.  “But
by the grace of God I am what
I am, and his grace toward me
was not in vain.”  (1 Corinthians
15:10)  Has or is
His grace toward you been in vain?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

Would you consider where you are at right
now?  Can you say that by the grace
of God, you are what you are?  And
can you say that His grace is not in vain towards you?  Will you offer yourselves wholeheartedly
to the LORD, to develop whatever He wants in you, and to USE you where ever and
when ever and how ever He wants? 
Scary?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Pray, and ask God to help you to
completely relinquish yourself to Him!



 

Thank Him for the uniqueness of who you
are!



 

Pray, and ask Him to help you completely
accept who you are!
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– Chapter 12 – Day 4



 

Concepts to Consider



 

You are unique!  You are special, you were designed by
God to be who you are!  And yet, you
are NOT to think of yourself more highly than you ought!  Ultimately, you are nothing more than
what God made you to be, and if you have done or accomplished anything good, it
is because of God’s grace!



 

Read from the second full paragraph on
page 203 through to the end of page 206, and then answer the following
questions.  Yes, this is the same as
yesterday!



 

Points
to Ponder



 

Romans 12:3, “For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think
of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.”



 

How do you feel about this passage? What
does it mean to you?  Explain.



 


 


 


 


 

One of the passages you just reread said:



 

Truly,
great musicians or singers recognize and testify that their talent is a
gift.  A gift honed by practice, but
a gift nonetheless!  Practice alone
will not and cannot produce the gift. 
But practice with the gift is necessary to get the highest results
possible from the gift!  We must
take what the LORD has given us as an expression of His grace, and through grace,
express our giftings as God has purposed.



 

Can you understand the duty, the necessity
we have to let God, by His grace, uncover, develop, and express our unique
giftings for His purposes?



 


 


 


 


 

Can you also understand that we are NOT to
think of ourselves more highly than we ought, because ALL we are, ALL we have,
ALL we are able to do, has all come from God, and without God’s grace, we could
and would do nothing?



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

We should look down on NO ONE.  Do you?  Be honest and assess how you look at
those around you.



 


 


 


 


 

Can you commit to God to try and look at
those around you differently?  Try
to understand from a Biblical perspective, the gift THEY are to the Church?



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

Take a few moments to THANK God for ANY
and EVERY good gift He has given you by His great grace!



 

And, pray, and ask God to help you to
humbly utilize ALL He has given you, for HIS glory, and for service TO the
Church, and through the Church to others!

















#67
– Chapter 12 – Day 5



 

Concepts to Consider



 

You are a work!  You are the workmanship of Christ!  He has a work planned out for you to do,
to complete, to finalize for Him. 
If you are sucking breadth still, then He still has a plan and a purpose
for you, or you would NOT be here! 
You matter!



 

Read page 207 and answer the following questions.



 

Points
to Ponder



 

As you close out this study of grace, it
is my great hope that you have discovered something new about grace!  I pray that you will revel in the depth
and breadth of what grace is all about, and that in that understanding you will
now apply grace to your life, be transformed, and become ALL God has desired
you to be!



 

Again, 2
Corinthians 9:8 says, “And God is
able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”  What does this mean to you now, as you
close out this study?



 


 


 


 


 

It might be too much to sum up here, but
flip through the book, flip through the study guide.  Pick 4-5 important things you have
discovered or learned that have really ministered to you, and you do not want
to forget them.



 


 


 


 


 

Apply
It to My Life



 

NONE of this is worth anything, unless you
are a DOER of what you have read and learned.  What are some of the most important
things you need to put into practice:



 


 


 


 


 

Prayerful
Considerations



 

One last time…



 

Pray…



 

Give thanks…

















Group
Discussions Questions



 

God’s grace has deposited many great
things in you, even from the time you were wired together in your mother’s womb!  Be all you can be and should be for God,
with a humility that recognizes, it is because of Him, and for Him!



 

The following questions are for group
discussion:



 

Reviewing back through Chapter 12 of the
book, what are 3-4 key thoughts or concepts that really struck you, challenged
you, ministered to you, were a revelation to you, or encouraged you regarding
God’s grace and the way He has wired you and desires to use you.



 


 


 


 


 

Reviewing the work you have done in the
study guide over the past week or two, what 3-4 things have impacted you the
most?  What two questions that you
worked through?  What two concepts
that you considered?
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