REVIEWS
“There are many great devotionals out there. Most seem to fall short in two very key areas: theological richness and Christ-centeredness. This devotional will connect those who use it to both the historical biblical stories and the Jesus of the stories. Schools of all types, families, and local assemblies will do well to utilize this resource. This is both comprehensive and accessible.”
Dr. Eric M. Mason, Lead Pastor, Epiphany Fellowship, Philadelphia, PA
“Marty Machowski has written the family devotional that many busy dads need—a user-friendly family worship guide. Each day provides Bible readings, food for thought, and talking points to use with the kids. This stuff is simple without being shallow. It is doctrinally sound, Christ-centered, and full of gospel grace and hope. What more could you want? Don’t wait! Start using this book today!”
Dr. Tedd Tripp, Pastor; conference speaker; best-selling author of Shepherding
a Child’s Heart
“Again and again, and much to our disappointment, Luella and I would look for a solid, Scripture-centered, gospel-driven devotional to use with our children. This type of family worship resource was simply not available then. So, it is with much enthusiasm that I recommend Long Story Short. Through this tool your children will not only come to know the narrative of redemption, told in the pages of the Bible, but they will encounter the chief actor in that narrative, the Lord Jesus Christ. Again and again they will be confronted with their desperate need for his grace. What more could you want from a family devotional?”
Paul David Tripp, President, Paul Tripp Ministries; pastor; seminary professor;
best-selling author of eleven books
“What a good idea...a family devotional book that creatively takes your kids through the Bible one step at a time. Thank you, Marty, for this terrific idea. It’s a must-buy for every Christian home.”
Dr. Robert Wolgemuth, Speaker;
best-selling author of nineteen books
“In Long Story Short, Marty Machowski provides what my wife and I needed when we were struggling to find good tools to disciple our young children. We got by, but this resource would have helped us so much. I envy the parents who will have it available to them. It is simple, interactive, and faithful to Scripture. It avoids the pitfalls of moralism that is prevalent in much of the children’s Bible literature today. Marty insists that you and your children meet Jesus and see the gospel of grace in every story. I can’t recommend this resource enough.”
Dr. Timothy S. Lane, Executive Director, Christian Counseling & Educational
Foundation; coauthor of How People Change and Relationships: A Mess Worth Making
“Long Story Short is a wonderful concept and a practical, gospel-focused resource for family worship. It will help parents consistently give their children the Word of Life as they continually point them to the One who is Life. I also recommend it for grandparents and teachers—for all who love children and want to show them the gospel story in all of Scripture.”
Susan Hunt, Author; mother; grandmother; pastor’s wife; former director of Women’s Ministries for the Presbyterian Church in America
“Marty has his pulse on the hectic rhythm of modern family life in this new resource for deepening a family’s encounter with God through Scripture. His simple pattern of breathing in—with remembering and discovering Scripture—and breathing out, through talking about it, echoes the rich patterns of our tradition in easily accessible terms. As families disintegrate around us, this guide will help families be bound closer together through a common story and language of faith. Remember it, think about it, talk about it, and pray about it. Children will benefit from not only the content of this book, but the simple pattern of daily encounters can be a pattern for godly decision making as adults.”
Dr. Philip D. Schroeder, Church Consultant; associate director of Connectional Ministries, North Georgia Conference of the UMC; author of Children’s Sermons for the Revised Common Lectionary: Using the 5 Senses to Tell God’s Story
“As a parent I have tried many different resources for devotions with my children. Long Story Short is by far the best material available for parents who want a brief, biblical, interesting, and gospel-centered approach to taking children through the Scriptures. The kids love it! And I love it! Marty Machowski has created a resource that will help parents fulfill the biblical obligation of Ephesians 6:4!”
Kenneth Maresco, Executive Pastor, Covenant Life Church, Gaithersburg, MD
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FOREWORD -BY DAVE HARVEY
One of my kids just got home. It was an evening of pizza, with a little soul surgery on the side—compliments of one Marty Machowski, the guy who wrote this book. My wife Kimm and I discovered a long time ago that raising teens is a community project—which is what brings me back to Marty.
Marty loves my family. He’s loved them since the day each of them was born. He’s loved my family as their children’s ministry pastor at our church, where he has labored for the past twenty-two years. He’s loved my wife and kids by being a friend and counselor to me, as I led Covenant Fellowship Church for almost two decades. And he loves them now by producing this extraordinary project.
But here’s the thing: he loves your family too. In fact, he values them so much that he wants to connect something he treasures to the family you love. Marty wants to take the Bible and put it in the hands of parents...so they in turn can train their kids. But I’m not talking about generic Bible stories with moral lessons attached. I’m talking about showing kids the glorious gospel from every page of the Bible. It takes a special gift to be able to do that. Just check out a few of the lessons. You’ll see—Marty Machowski has that gift.
Here’s why you and your kids need this material:
It’s proven. In other words, Marty didn’t just go away on a personal retreat and come up with these lessons. This material has been field-tested over many years, in a growing number of churches. It’s been picked apart and polished; now it’s being published. That’s a serious gift to the next generation.
It’s sound. Marty is not first a children’s ministry director. He is a pastor. That means he knows the challenges of kids and their families. Marty understands that spiritual health flows from sound doctrine. So he has taken great pains to make sure that Scripture is carefully interpreted and plainly applied. But believe me, these lessons are not dry or disconnected. They follow the storyline of Scripture right to the Savior.
It’s simple. Just think about it: straight-
forward and relatable lessons for ten minutes a day, five days a week. Over time, that adds up. And because it’s the Bible, it will be a
catalyst for change in children’s lives.
It was wise of you to pick up this book. Now let me encourage you to start the journey with your kids. Marty has given us the tool. Let’s use it to help build the next generation!
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INTRODUCTION FOR PARENTS
A few years ago, to my wife’s great delight, her father gave her the family heirloom photo albums. We’re not talking snapshots of Disney World held in vinyl pages. These hundred-year-old photos were carefully bound in two deeply embossed gilded leather albums. Even guests who had parted the pages of these regal books had stood in awe of the history represented in the sepia tone portraits of her great-grandfathers, aunts, and uncles. Some family heirlooms are quite valuable, like a fine antique piece of furniture, yet families wouldn’t think of selling them. They safeguard them to be passed to the next generation.
In the same way, every Christian parent holds another treasure to pass along. It is the most important treasure we steward, one of surpassing value: the gospel of Jesus Christ.
The apostle Paul spoke of the treasure of the gospel when he told the Ephesians:
And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 2:6–7 NIV)
“Incomparable riches” is the way Paul described the gospel of grace. Is there anything of greater value we have to pass along?
Like our family treasures, we can’t take the gospel for granted, but need to safeguard it and deliver it unaltered to the next generation. Just think: God has entrusted us
parents with the privilege of passing this most valuable truth to the next generation! The message of salvation through faith alone, in Christ’s atoning sacrifice alone, by sovereign grace alone, cannot be assumed.
A man-centered gospel is always threatening to supplant the cross-centered gospel we read in the Bible. But if we trade Jesus, who bore our sins and received the wrath of God, for a Jesus who is merely a good example, we don’t have the same gospel. If we remove a call to repentance and replace it with an invitation to be God’s friend, we’re not passing on the treasure of the gospel in accordance with the Scriptures.
So we, as parents, must ensure that the gospel we pass on is the authentic diamond we were handed, not a pretty glass imitation. We don’t want to pass on merely the worldly knowledge that will inform their lives; we want to pass on the biblical truth that can transform their lives. Though teachers in school or church can help us, passing on the truth of God’s Word is our unique responsibility as parents.
Getting Started
This devotional is written to present a biblical gospel from cover to cover. It is intended to aid you in passing this treasure on to your children.
Few Christian parents would disagree with the importance of passing on the truth of the gospel to their children, yet we live in a busy world where our lives are filled with distractions. Just getting all the tasks of the day checked off our list can leave any parent exhausted. It is easy to see how, though we have a desire to pass on the truth of the gospel, we can’t find the time. Schedules collide, there is homework and yard work and dishes and laundry, the car’s oil should be changed, there are phone calls to make...and before you know it, everyone is getting to bed late again. On top of that, our sinful natures can think of a hundred reasons why any given time is not a good time for family Bible study.
That is where I hope Long Story Short will help. The Bible can seem like a long story, but when you break it down into short devotions, teaching the Bible to your family is easy to do. The goal of this devotional is to, day by day, pass on a clear gospel message showing our children how every story in the Bible points forward or back to the gospel of Jesus Christ and God’s story of salvation.
You won’t find a more important focus for a family devotional than a daily highlighting of the gospel of grace. Why? Simply put, the gospel “is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16). Clever stories and good moral lessons may entertain and even help our children, but the gospel will transform our children. The gospel is deep enough to keep the oldest and wisest parents learning and growing all their lives, yet simple enough to transform the heart of your first grader who has just begun to read.
All You Need Is Ten Minutes a Day!
If you can find ten minutes a day, you can use this tool to pass on the most valuable treasure the world has ever known. Contrary to what many believe, daily family Bible study need not take a lot of time. God can use a short, simple family devotion, consistently practiced over time, to yield more fruit in the lives of our children than we realize; and a quick daily devotion is not as easily derailed by our busy schedules. Each day, as the gospel is presented, God is at work.
Our hope in God is to see our children reading their Bibles and having devotions on their own, not because they have to, but because they want to. The truth of God’s Word brings us to Christ and is effective to sustain us and help us to grow all of our days. There is simply no greater delight for Christian parents than watching the Spirit of God guiding their children through faith-filled study of God’s Word. No earthly treasure compares.
God’s Word, when hidden in our hearts as children, is used again and again in our lives later on. The Spirit of God will bring it back to our minds to help us in our walk with God and to enable us to encourage others we meet along the way.
Every family can find a few minutes in the daily routine. Some families gather for their devotional at the start of their day; others try the dinnertime approach. Lay the devotional book and your Bible(s) beside your plate on the dinner table. As soon as everyone is finished eating, take ten minutes for family devotions. Long Story Short does the work for you! All you need to do is read the passage of Scripture for the day, follow that with the short commentary, and then ask the listed questions. Finish it all up by inviting one of your children to pray.
It’s Simple to Use
Long Story Short is a family devotional program designed to explain God’s plan of salvation from Genesis through Revelation. Volume 1 covers the Old Testament and volume 2, the New Testament. Together, they provide three years of family devotions! For every Old Testament lesson, your family will learn the answer to the question, “How does this passage point forward to Jesus?” For every New Testament lesson, the question is, “Where is the gospel?” Since the Bible is the story of God’s unfolding plan of redemption, every passage of Scripture points forward or back to Calvary.
Each week starts off with a creative activity, exercise, or bit of trivia to introduce the passage. On days one through four you review a portion of the week’s Scripture
passage. Special attention is given on day three to connect the current passage to the gospel. On day four we’ve added a question for your older children to ask you, and on day five you and your family will investigate a Bible passage from the book of Psalms or an excerpt from one of the prophets to discover how the passage points forward
to Christ.
This devotional book can be used differently depending on the ages of your children. Since this program is rich in gospel truth, it works for families with children of all ages. Take a look at the following categories to find the one that best describes your family.
If Your Children Are Preschoolers
The best time to start consistent daily devotions is with children in the four- through six-year-old age group. Long Story Short works wonderfully with children in this age group. Don’t be fooled by your five-year-old’s inability to answer the listed questions. Children at this age can often understand much more than they can express. Consider some of the following techniques:
If Your Children Are in Grade School
Elementary school age is the time to call for your children to participate with you in family devotions. Some children might be reluctant at first, but persistence soon pays off. Even the most challenging child is able to handle ten minutes a day. Remember, day by day they are being exposed to the gospel truth God uses to transform lives. The creative introductions at the beginning of each week will pique the interest of your children. Read them yourself a day or so ahead to give you time to gather any objects needed for the lesson.
Start by making sure all your children have a Bible. You might have toddlers mixed in with your grade school students. That’s okay. Just have them open up their toddler Bibles to the right page (that means anywhere close). Read through the passage for the day. On days when the passage is shorter, try having your older children read. (Remember, labored reading won’t encourage them or the others, so wait until your children can read well before passing that responsibility to them.) If you have toddlers in the mix, let them come along for the ride but don’t cater to their lower learning level. All day long they are learning by watching the older children in their daily routines. They learn about God the same way.
Read the passage, the short paragraph summary, and then move to the questions. Here are a few ideas to consider to make your discussion time work well:
Finish by asking your children to pray. Help your youngest children by having them repeat after you. As your children grow older, encourage them to pray on their own. Always help them along if they get stuck. Soon, they will be praying on their own without your help.
If Your Children Are Moving out of Grade School
The Long Story Short program works well with older grade school children and young teens too! They set a wonderful example for their younger brothers and sisters in answering the questions and even leading the devotions themselves.
If you have a teen who thinks the Bible studies are too easy or boring, try this exercise. Open up randomly to one of the devotions and start asking him (or her) a few questions. He is sure to find out, like we all have in our lives, that everybody needs to review.
Try some of the following ideas with your older children:
Remember, the devotional is designed to work through simple repetition over time. If you skip a day, that’s okay, just pick up where you left off.
Reaping the Harvest
One day my wife, Lois, and I will hand the family photo albums we received from her father down to one of our children and, with them, pass along a portion of our family legacy. That day will be sweeter indeed if the life of the child we pass them to has been transformed by the gospel. Though we know we can’t save our children, we can keep them soaking in the gospel. And as we do, we have this confidence: God is able and willing to save them.
As you faithfully lead your children through the devotions in this book, don’t just read it as history. It is history, but it is so much more! Lead with expectation that the God of history will visit with your family. Wait and watch to see what God will do! Cling with faith to this hope, that through the gospel proclamation in your home, the Holy Spirit will regenerate the hearts of your children and lead them to faith alone, in Christ alone, by grace alone!
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WEEK 1 - GOD CREATES THE WORLD
Pick a leaf off a plant and show it to your children. Ask them what it is and what it tells us. Draw them out for a short while. Hold the leaf in your fingers and say, “One little leaf is all we need to know that God is real. Paul tells us in the book of Romans that everyone can see God’s power and knows that he is real by looking at the things God made. Every plant leaf is made up of millions of cells that use sunlight and water to make sugar for the plant to use for food! This week you will learn about God’s marvelous creation.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
If you brought home a goldfish, how would you set up the aquarium? What color gravel would you use for the bottom? Perhaps you would put in a few underwater plants, and stack up a larger rock or two so the goldfish had a little place to hide. You could create a world for your goldfish and set it up any way you want.
That’s what God did for us when he created our world. He made mountains, rivers, trees, and everything else. The first part of the Bible tells the story of how God created the world we live in special, just for us!
Read Genesis 1:1–2.
Think about It Some More
Who was the only one around before the world began? That’s right, God was alive before the creation of the world. In fact, God has always been alive. That means God doesn’t have a birthday. No matter how far back in time you go, God was there. He is the one who decided to create our world. Way back then, there was no world at all. God is so powerful that he was able to make everything we can see out of nothing at all!
Imagine what it would have been like to watch God create our earth out of nothing! God is amazing. There is only one God and nobody can do the things he can do.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise the Lord for creating such a beautiful world for us to live in.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 1:3–25.
Think about It Some More
Did you notice that God created the stars and planets and everything in the earth and waters—just by speaking? Everything God wanted, he commanded with his voice and it appeared and came to life! When God said, “Let there be light,” light suddenly appeared. That is true for everything you can see that is a part of the earth.
Nobody else can create things just by speaking. Go ahead and try if you think you can. But you will soon find that no matter how loud you shout, you won’t be able to create anything the way God does.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for the way he can create by the command of his voice.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story is about Jesus or points forward to him?
Read Colossians 1:15–17.
Think about It Some More
Although the Bible was written by men, God inspired the words they wrote. That means he was working by his Spirit while they were writing to help them know what they should write. That is how the apostle Paul could write about God creating the world even though it happened before he was born.
In today’s Bible reading, Paul tells us something about God’s creation that we didn’t know before. He tells us that God the Son, Jesus, is the one who was doing the creating. It was Jesus who made the world we live in. Jesus created everything we see around us. Paul said it was created by him and it was all created for him.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for creating our world and holding it all together.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 1:26–31.
Think about It Some More
After creating our world—with all its plants and animals, the sun, the moon, and all the millions of stars—God said that everything he had made was good. But he wasn’t finished yet. God saved the best part of his creating for last.
The most special part of his creation was to form man “in his own image.” That means man would be able to do some of the things only God could do and be similar to God. After creating man, God put him in charge of all of God’s creation and told him to rule over it. Because man was made in God’s image he could do things that none of the other animals could do. He could talk with God, worship God, and have a friendship with God.
Talk about It
(Man was made in God’s image and is the only part of the creation that can talk with God, worship him, and have a relationship with him. Man can also create things like painting, machines, and music.)
Pray about It
Thank God for making us like him so we can pray and worship him.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today is the day we look at a different Bible passage—from the book of Psalms or one of the prophets—to see what we can learn from it about Jesus or our salvation.
Read Psalm 1.
Think about It Some More
At first, you might not think Psalm 1 points to Jesus, but take another look. Psalm 1 is about a man who lives for God all the time. It says this man delights in God’s Word in the daytime and in the nighttime. While we all should try to live this way, there is only one man who ever lived this way every day of his whole life. That man is Jesus, the one who created our earth. Even when God changes our hearts and we try to follow God, we don’t do it all the time. We fail. But Jesus never failed.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help each person in your family to delight in God’s Word.
WEEK 2 - GOD CREATES MAN
Ask your children to put their fingers on their necks to feel their pulse. Ask them what they are feeling. Then ask who is causing their heart to beat. Say, “We don’t have to tell our hearts to beat; they do it automatically. God created our bodies as amazing machines! But we are more than machines. God made us in his image. We can love, create, sacrifice for others, write words, and tell stories—things the animals cannot do! This week you will learn more about how God made man very special.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
What if you could make something out of clay and then blow on it and it would come to life? Imagine forming a little dog, giving it two little eyes, a mouth, and a little nose. Then you form the legs, give it a tail to wag, and stand it up on its new legs. Now comes the best part: you blow right on its nose and as soon as you do, your new little pet jumps and starts barking.
What would you bring to life if you could? In today’s story, we’ll learn exactly how God created man! (Optional activity: give your son or daughter a ball of modeling clay to make his or her own pet creation, then help him or her see it is hopeless to blow life into it.)
Read Genesis 2:4–14.
Think about It Some More
Last week we read in the first chapter of Genesis how God created man in his image. Here in chapter two it tells the story again, only this time it gives us the slow-motion, instant-replay version of how God created man.
We also learn that God made a beautiful place for man to live—a garden called Eden. Two very special trees grew in this garden. One was called “the tree of life” and the other “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.” Remember the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Something terrible is going to happen with that tree.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise the Lord for how amazing he is to create a living man from dust.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 2:15–23.
Think about It Some More
God placed Adam in a wonderful garden and filled it with fruit trees. But God made a rule: Adam could not eat from one of the trees, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. He warned Adam that if he ate from that tree he would die.
Adam was all alone in the garden, so God made animals to keep him company. When God brought the animals to Adam, Adam named each one. But none of them could talk or sing or worship God like Adam could. He still felt alone. Out of all the animals Adam couldn’t find a partner to be his helper.
That was when God did something very special: he put Adam to sleep and made woman out of Adam’s rib. God made the woman so she would be the perfect partner for Adam.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for making the special women and girls in your life.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story is about Jesus or points forward to him?
Read 1 Corinthians 15:45–49.
Think about It Some More
I’ll bet you didn’t know that Jesus was also called Adam. That’s because Jesus came to correct the mistakes the first Adam made.
It is kind of hard to understand, but the first Adam didn’t do so well. He disobeyed God and sinned. We will learn more about that next week.
Jesus came as the second Adam to give obeying God another try. If Jesus could obey God, he would be able to take away the sin that Adam brought into the world. He was kind of Adam 2.0 and this second version of Adam did a great job. Jesus lived a perfect life and didn’t disobey God even once!
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God that he made Jesus into the second Adam. Thank him that Jesus had the same choice Adam had, but Jesus made the right choice and did not disobey.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 2:22–25.
Think about It Some More
When God made the woman and brought her to Adam, Adam was very excited. Finally he had found the helper he had been looking for. The moment Adam saw her, he could tell she was the perfect partner for him. Adam and the woman, whom Adam later named Eve, came together to make the very first marriage.
Did you know that God is the one who invented marriage and he did it when he created the woman and brought her to the man? Every time a man and a woman are married they are following the pattern God created all the way back in the garden of Eden.
Talk about It
(Parents, think back to what it was like to walk down the aisle or finally see your bride or groom all dressed up, and communicate that excitement to your children.)
(Everyone should look to marry someone who loves God and talks with him, just like Adam and Eve both talked with God.)
Pray about It
Thank God that he created marriage. Pray that if God calls you to marriage, he would lead you to someone who loves and worships God.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Isaiah 9:6.
Think about It Some More
Isaiah spoke of a very special child. The child would be a boy who would be in charge of the whole world. He would have some special names: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.
Only one boy who was ever born was called these names—Jesus. God helped Isaiah see this long before Jesus was even born.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for sending Jesus to save us from our sin so we could be adopted into God’s family.
WEEK 3 - ADAM AND EVE DISOBEY GOD
Ask your children for a show of hands, “Who has disobeyed at least once in their life?” Then ask them how they learned to disobey.
This is an interesting question with an amazing truth. Say, “Children don’t have to be taught to disobey. They know how to do it naturally! Ever since Adam and Eve disobeyed God, all men and women and boys and girls are born sinners. This week, we will learn where our disobedience began—in the garden of Eden.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine walking in a garden and noticing a snake wrapped around a tree branch. Although you might feel afraid and want to run away, you might also be very curious and want a closer look. Let’s say you step closer and, when you do, the serpent starts to talk to you. This is what happened in today’s Bible story.
Read Genesis 3:1–6.
Think about It Some More
From the moment God created Adam and Eve, he blessed them with wonderful things. He placed them in a peaceful garden filled with fruit trees. He gave them to each other as the first husband and wife to share all that he created and to work the garden together.
The best part of all was that God was with Adam and Eve in the garden. But Adam and Eve sinned against God by doing the one thing God had told them not to do: they ate fruit from the forbidden tree. Instead of obeying God, they disobeyed and did what they wanted to do. That is what we call sin.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Take time to pray for each other, asking God to help each person in your family follow his Word.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember from our story yesterday? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 3:7–19.
Think about It Some More
God told Adam and Eve that if they ate the forbidden fruit they would die. But after they disobeyed, they were still alive. Although it might seem like nothing happened on the outside because they were still alive, something died on the inside. Instead of loving and enjoying God, Adam and Eve became afraid of God and hid. Their friendship with God was broken because they disobeyed. That is why they turned away from God and hid. And they did grow older and, many years later, they did die.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you confess your sins and not try to hide them.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story is about Jesus or points forward to him?
Read 1 Corinthians 15:20–22.
Think about It Some More
God was not surprised by Adam and Eve’s sin. God knew all along that they would sin and even before it happened, God had a wonderful plan to make things right again. God the Father would send his only Son Jesus to earth as a baby. Jesus would grow up as a man like Adam, but instead of disobeying God, Jesus would obey him every day all the time. Because of his perfect life Jesus could take our punishment so we could be forgiven and have peace with God.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for sending his Son Jesus as a man to take our punishment on the cross.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 3:20–24.
Think about It Some More
When God gives us something good that we don’t deserve we call that grace. When God holds back his punishment we call that mercy. God showed Adam and Eve mercy and grace. They disobeyed his only rule, but instead of killing them, he killed animals and used their skins to clothe Adam and Eve.
When God killed the animals to make clothes for Adam and Eve he was pointing forward to a day when he would send Jesus to die to cover our sin so we could be forgiven.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for his wonderful mercy and grace.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Isaiah 9:7.
Think about It Some More
This week we learned that the animal skins with which God covered Adam and Eve point forward to Jesus covering our sin by his death on the cross. In this passage, the prophet Isaiah writes about Jesus long before his birth.
When Isaiah tells us about a king who will sit on the throne of King David in righteousness forever, he is talking about Jesus. (Righteousness is a big word that talks about Jesus always being right and doing what is good. Jesus never sinned.) David was the man who killed the giant named Goliath and went on to become a great king—but still, David sinned. Isaiah speaks of a day when a king will rule in righteousness (without sin). Many kings reigned on the throne of David after him, but there was only one who never sinned and who lives forever. That king is Jesus!
Talk about It
Do you think you could be a king who reigns with perfect righteousness? (Parents, help your children see that they all are sinners and even if they sinned one time they would be disqualified, if it weren’t for Christ.)
Could this passage be a prophecy about any king in the line of David other than Jesus? (No. Every king in the line of David before Jesus died; not one of them was righteous forever.)
Pray about It
Ask God to help you live for our great king Jesus by obeying God’s Word every day.
WEEK 4 - CAIN AND ABEL
Pull a ten-dollar bill out of your wallet or purse (any size bill will work). Ask your children what they would think if you gave it to one of them to buy a big ice cream cone, but you didn’t give enough money for ice cream to everyone. (If you are leading one child, pretend she is with a group of friends.) Ask, “How would you feel if you were left out?” Tell them you are thinking of a word that begins with the letter “E.” See if they can guess the word “envy” and then tell you what it means. Say, “This week you will learn what can happen when a person rejects God’s grace and lives with envy in their heart.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that you and a brother or sister are both asked to clean your rooms. Your brother or sister works very hard for a whole hour. You, on the other hand, would rather be outside playing, so you pick up a few things but don’t really clean your room. Later, when your parents come to check your work, they are pleased with your brother or sister’s room, but they are not too happy with yours.
How would you feel if they let your brother or sister go outside and play, but they said you had to stay inside because you didn’t do what they asked? Wouldn’t you feel upset that you couldn’t go out and a little bit sad that you didn’t do a better job when you had the chance.
This is how Cain, one of Adam’s sons, felt in our story today.
Read Genesis 4:1–5.
Think about It Some More
Both Cain and Abel gave a part of what they grew or raised to God as a way to thank and worship him. When we offer back to God some of what he gave us, we call it an offering.
Did you notice that Abel brought the fat portions of his flock? That means he gave God the fattest of his animals, the best of what he raised. But it doesn’t say that Cain brought the best of his crops. Nor does it say that he brought a large offering. It tells us only that he offered some of what he harvested to the Lord. So, when God looked at their offerings, he was pleased with Abel’s offering but not with Cain’s. That is why Cain became angry.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you to always give him your best.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 4:1–8.
Think about It Some More
God could see that Cain became angry, and he warned Cain to be careful. He said that sin was crouching at his door. That meant that if Cain did not watch himself, he was going to end up doing something worse. But if Cain did what was right, God would be pleased with him. Ignoring God, Cain remained angry and did not repent, or turn away from his sin. When Cain was alone with Abel, he killed him.
There is a warning for us here: unless we turn away from our sin and turn back to God, our sin will only get worse.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you turn away from your sin and follow his Word.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story is about Jesus or points forward to him?
Read Genesis 4:9–12.
Think about It Some More
Adam’s sin, which started when he ate the forbidden fruit, spread to his children. At first we saw how sin hurts our relationship with God, and now we can clearly see how sin also affects the people around us.
Brothers should love one another, but because of sin Cain killed Abel. From Adam’s very first sin all the way through history until now, every person after Adam was born a sinner, except for one. There is only one far-off grandson of Adam who never sinned. Jesus is the only one who never ever sinned. Jesus always obeyed God, his Father, and he always loved the people around him.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for giving the very best offering of all, his own life.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 4:13–16.
Think about It Some More
Did you notice that Cain didn’t say he was sorry or ask for God’s forgiveness for killing his brother? Cain was concerned only about himself. Even so, God was kind to Cain. He put a special mark on his forehead so that everyone would know not to hurt him. Although God could have killed Cain immediately for what he did, he let him live and allowed Cain time to turn away from his sin and turn back to God.
God often gives us time to repent. Even though we are sinners he allows us to live so that we can turn away from our sin, trust in Jesus, and turn to him for forgiveness.
Talk about It
(As parents it is important for us to be able to admit that we too sin against God. Consider sharing a way that you don’t follow God’s commands, to help your children see that you need Jesus too!)
Pray about It
Thank God for not quickly punishing you so that you could believe in Jesus and ask God to forgive you for your sins.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 2:1–2.
Think about It Some More
Did you know that David, who lived one thousand years before Jesus, wrote this psalm that talks about Jesus? The only way he could write about Jesus was if God was helping him.
Peter and John, two of Jesus’ disciples, later quoted from this psalm when they were speaking to the religious rulers (Acts 4:25–27). They told them that Jesus was the one David described as the Lord’s anointed and that the people who plotted against him were the Jews who had killed Jesus.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you love the Lord and live for him like David did.
WEEK 5 - GOD CHOOSES NOAH
Bring an umbrella and open it up as you start today’s Bible study. Wait and see what your children say. Explain to them that it is going to rain inside the house and they are going to get wet. After they stop laughing, introduce Noah and explain that people thought he was crazy too! Say, “God instructed Noah to build a ship on dry land with no water in sight. This week you will learn how God used Noah to deliver his people.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
What would happen if a hunger-crazed bear broke into our home while we were away and tore through the house looking for food? Imagine him ripping open the living room sofa in his search for crumbs, and then breaking open the refrigerator and dragging a bowl of leftover spaghetti into the dining room, spilling sauce everywhere. Imagine him tracking sauce from room to room as he continues his rampage. Soon there are bear footprints—and a huge mess—in every room of the house.
When we come home we would see how the bear had ruined our home. This is like what sin did to the world God created.
Read Genesis 6:5–8.
Think about It Some More
Although Adam sinned, he still knew God and taught his children to bring offerings to the Lord. Remember how Abel and Cain brought offerings to the Lord. Adam and Eve had another son, Seth. The Bible tells us that Seth’s family called on God too.
But by the time Noah was born, none of the people were seeking after God anymore. Every thought of everyone’s heart was evil. That’s pretty bad. They had all forgotten God. So God decided to destroy them all, except for Noah and his family.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to give you the grace to say no to sin and to help you follow him like Noah did.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 6:9–22.
Think about It Some More
God called to Noah and told him about his plan to destroy all the people. Then he commanded Noah to do something very strange. (Remember the umbrella in the house and how that was strange to you?) God told Noah to build a boat on dry land where there was no water.
This boat, called an ark, was to be bigger than a football field and higher than a three-story building. It would be large enough to hold all of Noah’s family and two of every kind of animal, along with enough food for them to eat for a long time. A boat that big would take years and years for one family to build and, once finished, would be impossible to move to water.
Even though this was a very unusual request, Noah believed God and did everything God told him to do.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for giving Noah faith to believe in God’s plan even though he was building a boat where there was no water.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story is about Jesus or points forward to him?
Read 1 Peter 3:18–20.
Think about It Some More
Jesus’ disciple Peter, who wrote these verses, tells us something very special about the days of Noah. He said that, while Noah was building the ark, God waited patiently. There was a lot of sin, but God did not bring the flood until the boat was finished and Noah and his family were safe inside.
God had a plan. One day Jesus would be born as one of Noah’s great far-off grandchildren. So, when God saved Noah in the ark, he was really saving all of us who come after Noah and trust in Jesus. That is why God waited patiently until the ark was completed.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for saving Noah and his family so that one day Jesus could be born as one of his far-off grandsons, making a way for us all to be saved.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 7:1–10.
Think about It Some More
Noah was six hundred years old by the time he had finished building the ark! That’s a lot older than your grandparents. When the ark was complete, it was time for Noah and his family to go inside.
I think it was a good thing God told Noah the rain would not start for seven days. Can you imagine what it would have been like to wait inside with no rain if you didn’t know what was going to happen? Just as God said, on the seventh day, the rain started to fall.
Talk about It
(Parents, tell your children some of the ways God has provided for you.)
Pray about It
Thank God for the way he kept his promise to Noah and for being a God who always keeps his promises.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 2:6–8.
Think about It Some More
Last week we read part of this psalm and we learned that it speaks about Jesus. Did you ever hear the story about Jesus’ baptism? Do you remember what God the Father said from heaven about his Son Jesus? He said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17 ESV).
Doesn’t that sound a lot like Psalm 2:7 where God says, “I will tell . . .you are my Son” (ESV)? Once again, way before Jesus was even born, God is telling us about Jesus. Even back in Noah’s day, God’s plan to save the world by sending his Son was set in place all ready to happen in God’s perfect time.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God the Father for giving up his Son to be our Savior.
WEEK 6 - THE RAINBOW OF GOD’S PROMISE
Collect a pencil, paper, and stopwatch (many cell phones have a stopwatch function) and explain that you are going to draw something and see how fast the children can guess what you are drawing. (You will draw a rainbow.)
Start the timer (assign this task to an older child) when you begin and stop it the moment they guess what you are drawing. They should guess quickly since a rainbow is very recognizable even for young children. Marvel over how quickly they guessed correctly. Then see if they can tell you what the rainbow represents. Say, “This week you will learn how God preserved Noah and his family through the flood, and how God promised to never again destroy the earth with a flood and marked this promise with the rainbow.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
What would you do if our next-door neighbor started building a boat the size of a bus in his front yard? At first, you wouldn’t know what he was doing. But at some point, after the boat started to take shape, you would realize he was building a large boat on dry ground.
Imagine after he finished building it that he left it sitting there on his front lawn. After a while you would want to ask him, “Why are you leaving your boat in your front yard?” What would you say if he told you it was because there was going to be a flood, the neighborhood was going to become a lake, and he wanted to be certain that he had a ride to work?
Soon, everyone on your block would be laughing at your neighbor. But wouldn’t you all be surprised if, the next week, a water main broke, the neighborhood flooded, and there was your neighbor floating off to work in his boat!
Now imagine that you live thousands of years ago and your neighbor’s name is Noah and he is building an ark. Wouldn’t you think he was a bit crazy?
Read Genesis 7:11–16.
Think about It Some More
It took Noah a long time to build the ark. Then it took more time to fill it with the animals God brought and more time to bring in the food everyone would eat. But when it was all done, Noah waited.
He probably felt a little silly with an ark full of animals and no water anywhere! Noah was relieved to see that first raindrop fall. God was faithful and kept his promise. Not only did it start to rain, but the earth split open and great fountains of water spouted up from the ground as well. That is how God flooded the earth. Because Noah believed in God’s plan, God kept Noah and his family safe inside the ark.
Believing God for things we can’t see is called faith. Noah had faith in God’s plan. But Noah would have been sad too, sad that the people continued to sin and reject God. The rain also meant they were going to die.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for giving Noah faith to believe and trust in the Lord. Ask God to give you the same kind of faith.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 7:17—8:5.
Think about It Some More
Can you imagine it raining all day and all night for forty days? That is almost six weeks in a row of heavy rain. There was so much rain that even the highest mountains in the world at the time of Noah were covered. Then, even after the rain stopped, the floodwater covered the earth for about a year! But God did not forget Noah, and the water slowly went away. Finally, as the water level got lower, the ark rested on the ground at the top of a mountain.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for his faithfulness in keeping his promises to Noah.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story is about Jesus or points forward to him?
Read Genesis 8:6—9:1.
Think about It Some More
You might not think that Jesus is anywhere in this story, but he is. The ark is a picture of the way Jesus saves us from God’s punishment. Noah was safe from the flood in the ark and we are safe from God’s holy anger in Jesus.
Now, we don’t live inside of Jesus like Noah lived inside the ark. The way we hide inside Jesus is to believe in him and trust that Jesus died for us when he died on the cross.
When Noah left the ark, God told him and his family to be fruitful and multiply on the earth. That means that God wanted Noah’s family to have lots and lots of children. Then their children would grow up and they would have more children.
One day, one of Noah’s far-off grandsons named Joseph would have a baby on the very first Christmas and name him Jesus. Did you ever think that God saved Noah so that one day Jesus could come to save us? I guess you could say that by saving Noah God saved us too.
Talk about It
Pray about It
After spending all that time on the ark, Noah would have thanked God for some pretty common things, like the dry ground, sunshine, and for helping new plants to grow. Think of some everyday, ordinary things you can thank God for.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 9:8–17.
Think about It Some More
Isn’t it wonderful that God gave us rainbows to remind us of his promise to never again destroy the world by a flood? God called his promise a covenant. That is just another word for promise. They mean the same thing.
The next time you see a rainbow you can tell the people around you that you know why God created rainbows: they are a sign to mark his promise. Rainbows appear in the clouds when a rain shower passes and the sun starts to shine. To see a rainbow after a storm, turn your back to the sun and look up into the sky away from the sun.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for giving us beautiful rainbows to remind us of his promise.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 2:10–12.
Think about It Some More
Today we finish up Psalm 2 which, as we learned over the last two weeks, is about Jesus. In today’s portion of the psalm Jesus is described as a person who will rule over all the kings of the earth. The kings of the earth are warned that they should “kiss the Son”—Jesus. This means that they should follow and worship him. If they do, the Bible says that they will find refuge or safety. If they do not worship Jesus, if they go their own way instead, they will perish (die).
In the story of Noah we see how powerful God’s judgments can be. The people, including their kings, disobeyed God, so God destroyed them all with the flood. All, that is, except Noah.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Even though you may not be a king, ask the Lord to help you follow and worship Jesus.
WEEK 7 - THE TOWER OF BABEL
If you know a second language (that your children don’t know), say to them in that foreign language, “It’s time for devotions. Don’t forget to bring your Bibles.” If you don’t know a foreign language, here are those sentences in German: “Es ist zeit für Hingaben. Nicht vergessen, deine Bibeln zu holen.” Repeat this several times until your children comment. Then give them the translation. Say, “This week you will learn about how God confused the languages of the people at the tower of Babel.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
If we made a list of all our relatives—all of our brothers and sisters, all of our aunts and uncles and all of our cousins and all of their children—how long of a list would it be? We would have many names on our list. Can you remember all the names on the list?
In today’s Bible story we are going to read the names of Noah’s children and grandchildren.
Read Genesis 10:1–10.
Think about It Some More
One thing we know for sure is that when God commanded Noah and his sons to be fruitful and fill the earth with children, they obeyed. This is a long list of Noah’s grandchildren!
It is clear from reading the Bible that Jesus believed Noah was a real person who survived a real flood and had real children because Jesus taught his disciples about Noah (Luke 17:26).
Talk about It
Pray about It
Pray for all the people in your family line starting with your grandparents, then your parents, and finally pray for any brothers or sisters that you have and ask God to bless them all.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 11:1–9.
Think about It Some More
Notice that the people building the tower in this story didn’t mention God. They didn’t seem to care about God. They were interested only in making a name for themselves so that they would be great.
People are supposed to worship God and praise his name. When we forget about God, we usually end up praising ourselves instead. Without God, we end up worshiping ourselves or what we do.
In this story, the people wanted to build a tower that reached to the heavens so they would be important. Anytime we make something more important than God, we are sinning against God. That is why God came down and confused their language, so they could not understand each other and the work would stop.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you do things to bring glory to him, not to yourself.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story is about Jesus or points forward to him?
Read Revelation 7:9–10.
Think about It Some More
This story comes from the very end of the Bible when God brings people of every language back together again. Jesus is the one who brings the people who were scattered at the tower of Babel back together again. Instead of building a tower for their own glory, the people Jesus brings together will praise God and give him glory.
The book of Revelation tells us that everyone in heaven will worship God with the same words. Today we speak hundreds of different languages, but in heaven we will all sing with one voice.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Together sing a song of praise to God.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Deuteronomy 28:63–68 and 30:1–3.
Think about It Some More
After Babel, when God wanted to warn his people, he often said he would scatter them. When God wanted to encourage people to follow him, he promised that he would gather them back together and he would be their God.
Talk about It
(Parents, you can talk about all the blessings that come with obeying God such as not needing to worry that the police will come and arrest you for doing something wrong. Or perhaps you can share a time when you did not follow God’s command and received bad consequences like when you get caught speeding and receive a ticket.)
Pray about It
Thank God for his promise to gather his people together again.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Isaiah 1:18.
Think about It Some More
If you had a wonderful white shirt and you got a stain on it that you could not wash out, you wouldn’t be too happy. The Bible compares our lives to white robes and compares sin to something that stains our white robes and makes them ugly.
In Revelation 7:14, God tells of a group of people whose stains were made clean by the blood of the lamb. That means their sin was washed away by what Jesus did on the cross.
In the Bible verse we just read, Isaiah the prophet is looking far off to the day when the stain of our sin will be washed away by Jesus. He says something scarlet can become the color of snow, and something crimson can become white like wool. Imagine a piece of bright red clothing being washed and coming out perfectly white! Only God can make that happen. There is only one way that the deep, dark stain of our sin can be removed: the blood of Christ washes it away.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for taking away the stain of our sin by sending Jesus to die for us.
WEEK 8 - ABRAM AND GOD’S PROMISE
Say to your children, “What if I told you we were moving? How would you feel?” They might want to know where you are moving, but just answer, “I don’t know.” They might wonder if you are serious or not. Ask them what the hardest part of moving would be.
Continue, “Imagine if I said to you, ‘God is directing us to move, but I don’t know where. We are going to start packing, and after we have the truck loaded I think God will tell us where to go.’”
“This week you will learn how Abram moved in a very similar way, and how Abram trusted God.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that you were writing a book about yourself and your family and how you came to be born. How would you start your book? You could start by telling the story of your parents and how they met. Perhaps you would talk about your grandparents too. You might mention where they all lived and how they got married.
Today we will read the beginning of a story about one of the most famous men in the Bible, Abram. He is the one God later renames Abraham. Listen closely; there is some important information in this beginning part of the story.
Read Genesis 11:27–32.
Think about It Some More
Terah was Abram’s father. But if you follow Terah’s family all the way back, the Bible tells us his ancestor was Shem, one of Noah’s sons.
If we had a list of all the people who ever came from Noah everyone’s name would be on that list. Your name would be on that list too. But God didn’t record all the names of Noah’s children and far-off grandchildren. He recorded the names of the people who led to Jesus or who played an important part in his plans.
Do you know the special part Abram and Sarai played in God’s plan? Well, if you are not sure, keep listening. We are going to learn about it over the next few weeks.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Pray for the childless couples you know and ask God to bless them with children.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 12:1–9.
Think about It Some More
Imagine what it was like to be Abram when God first spoke to him. He was probably tending his animals or working around his house when suddenly he heard a voice. “Hello Abram, I’m God. I want you to pack up your things, move away from your family, and leave your house and relatives behind.”
That’s not exactly small talk. But God also gave Abram a promise that would have been very special to him. God said he would make a great nation from Abram. That meant if Abram obeyed God, he was going to give his wife children, and from their children God would make them a nation to bless the whole earth.
Abram and Sarai had wanted children, but so far they had none. So, trusting God’s word, Abram left his country and followed God to a new place.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for giving Abram faith to obey and follow God.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story is about Jesus or points forward to him?
Read Galatians 3:26–29.
Think about It Some More
God made a promise to Abram that through him all nations would be blessed. But Abram himself was not the one to bless all nations. One day, one of Abram’s great far-off grandchildren would be the one to bring that blessing.
Can you guess who that great far-off grandchild is? That’s right: Jesus. Jesus is the one who fulfilled the promise God gave to Abram to bless the nations.
In our Bible passage today we learn that everyone who has faith and believes in Jesus is one of Abraham’s far-off children or offspring. Abraham is the name God gives Abram later in our story. Anyone who is one of Abraham’s children gets to share a part of the blessing God promised to him.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for bringing all different kinds of people together in the family of God.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 12:10–20.
Think about It Some More
Abram believed God and followed his call to leave his family, but he did not trust the Lord in everything. When he got to Egypt, Abram was afraid the Egyptians might kill him so they could have his wife for themselves. So, instead of trusting God to protect him, Abram hid the fact that Sarai was his wife, saying instead that she was his sister.
But even though Abram did not trust God, he protected Abram anyway. God is always faithful. Even when we sin God always keeps his promises. God’s plan was bigger than Abram’s sin.
Talk about It
(Parents, can you think of a time when you didn’t know if you would have enough money to pay the bills or a time when you had to trust God in a sickness or trial.)
Pray about It
Thank God for always keeping his promises.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 4.
Think about It Some More
The psalms are the words to songs that were sung a long time ago. Psalm 4 was written by David. David wrote many of the psalms. They often point us to Jesus or talk about the salvation he offers to us.
In this psalm, David calls God the God of his righteousness. That means that even though David was a sinner he was trusting in God to take away his sin. God took away our sin and became our righteousness by sending his Son Jesus. He lived a sinless life and then died to take the punishment that we deserve for our sin. Jesus takes away our sin and then gives us his perfect righteous life.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you put your trust in the Lord.
WEEK 9 - GOD MAKES A COVENANT WITH ABRAM
Draw a star on a piece of paper (cut it out, if you like). Show it to your children and ask them what it is. Ask them if they can remember what important ways God used stars in the Bible.
God created the stars to show his glory. God told Abram he would have as many children as there were stars in the sky. One of those stars represented Jesus, a far-off grandson of Abram. A star marked the birth of Jesus. Jesus is called a star (Numbers 24:17 and Revelation 22:16).
Say, “This week you will learn about God’s covenant with Abram to make his descendants as numerous as the stars.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that it is the middle of the night and you are lying on your back in the center of a large grassy field. When you look up, the sky is filled with stars. Some of them are very bright. Some look like they are twinkling. And there are some, the smallest ones, that are so faint you’re not even sure they are really there.
What would you say if someone asked you to count them all. There would be way too many stars to count, and it would be very hard to remember which ones you counted and which ones you didn’t.
In today’s story, that is what God asked Abram to do: count the stars.
Read Genesis 15:1–6.
Think about It Some More
Once again God reminded Abram of the promise. Abram listened to God but saw one big problem: he still didn’t have any children. Without children there was no way for God’s promise to come true. Then God told Abram something amazing. Not only was God going to give Abram a son, he was going to give Abram so many children he would not be able to count them all. He would have as many children as there were stars in the sky!
Even though God’s promise seemed impossible, Abram believed God. God counted Abram’s faith as righteousness. That means that even though Abram was a sinner, God treated him as though he didn’t have any sin because he trusted in God’s plan. God’s plan was to bring his salvation through one of Abram’s far-off grandchildren. That far-off grandchild was Jesus. By having faith in God’s plan, Abram was trusting in Jesus.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you have faith in God’s plan like Abram did.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 15:7–21.
Think about It Some More
In Abram’s day, if two people made a contract or bargain to do something together they could seal their agreement by making it a special promise called a covenant. To make their covenant they would kill an animal, split it into two pieces, and have each person walk between the pieces. By doing this they were saying, “If I break my part of our bargain I should be killed just as this animal was killed.” That made it a very serious promise.
To prove to Abram that God was serious about his promise, God made a covenant with him. Abram killed the animals and set out the pieces, but instead of God and Abram both walking between them, God put Abram to sleep and walked between the animal pieces by himself as a flaming torch. God did this to show that he was going to keep the promise all by himself.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for keeping his promises even when we sin against him.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Romans 4:13–25.
Think about It Some More
The apostle Paul used the story of Abraham’s faith (Abraham is the new name God gave Abram) to teach the people who lived in Rome. He wanted to tell them that as far back as Abraham, God was saving his people because of their faith, not because of their works.
Paul reminded the Romans of the story of Abraham and how he trusted in God’s promise even though it seemed hard for him to believe. Today we trust in that same plan. God’s plan to take away Abraham’s sin and God’s plan to take away our sin are the same. God’s plan was to use one of Abraham’s far-off grandsons to save his people. Now we know who that far-off grandson is: Jesus. He is the wonderful blessing for all of Abraham’s children.
If we trust in what Jesus did on the cross, God counts our faith in Jesus as righteousness, just like he did for Abraham.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Now that you know God’s plan and how he chose to save us from our sins, ask God to help you trust in his plan and believe in what Jesus did on the cross.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 15:13–15.
Think about It Some More
Hidden in the middle of God’s promise to Abraham is another famous Bible story. After God put Abraham to sleep, he told him how his far-off children would live and suffer in a foreign land for 400 years.
Can you guess what God is telling Abraham about? Here are a few clues. One day, Abraham’s children would go to Egypt to find food during a famine. While there, they would become slaves. Then God would raise up a man to deliver them from their slavery. What is the man’s name? (Moses)
Talk about It
(Parents, if you are not sure, you can read the story in the beginning of the book of Exodus.)
Pray about It
Thank God that he knows the future and can take care of us.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 6:1–4.
Think about It Some More
In Psalm 6:4, David cried out to God, “Save me for the sake of your steadfast love” (ESV). In the gospel of John, we learn that God sent Jesus, his only Son, because he loved the world (John 3:16). When David cried out for God to save him for the sake of his steadfast love, he was asking for God to send Jesus, for there was no other way David could be saved.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Pray the same prayer David prayed through this psalm: God please save me.
WEEK 10 - GOD GIVES ABRAM A NEW NAME
Tell your children God gave Abram a new name, Abraham, which means “father of a multitude.” God’s new name for Abram reflected his plan to bless him with many children.
If you know what your children’s names mean, tell them. Then try to come up with new names for your children based on what you know about how God is using them. Here are a few examples: Change Sarah to Servanta because she loves to serve, or change John to Mindfull because his mind is always full of creative ideas.
Say, “This week you will learn about the new names God gave Abram and his wife, Sarai.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Pretend that one Saturday morning we promise to take you out for an ice-cream cone. That would be exciting. You might start to think about which flavor ice cream you would order. But, by the end of the day no one has taken you out for ice cream. “It’s okay,” you say to yourself, “maybe we will go tomorrow.”
A whole week passes, then a month, but still we haven’t taken you out for ice cream. Every now and then we remind you that we haven’t forgotten our promise. How long would you be willing to wait? One year? Two years? What about 20 years? What if we finally gave you your promised ice cream cone when you graduated from college?
That sounds ridiculous, but that is how long Abram had to wait for the promise God gave him to be fulfilled.
Read Genesis 16.
Think about It Some More
More than twenty years had passed since God had called Abram and promised to give him children, but no children had come. In those days, people looked down on a wife who could not give her husband a son to carry on the family name. So Sarai, upset that she was still childless, offered her servant, Hagar, as a second wife for Abram.
Instead of refusing a second wife and trusting God’s promise, Abram took Hagar and she bore him a son, whom they named Ishmael. God didn’t need help from Hagar to fulfill his promise. Even though Sarai was too old to have children, God was about to do a miracle. Ishmael was born normally, without a miracle, and this was not God’s plan (Paul explains this in Galatians 4:22–23).
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you trust the Lord even when things get difficult.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 17:1–6.
Think about It Some More
Instead of punishing Abram for taking Hagar, God blesses Abram and reminds him of his covenant promise to bless Abram greatly. Remember, God was the only one to walk between the animals when he made his covenant with Abram. God knew Abram was going to fail but promised to keep the covenant all by himself, even though Abram would sin.
Notice that God’s promise to Abram is getting even better. Instead of making Abram the father of one great nation, God tells Abram he would be the father of many nations and that kings would come from Abram’s children. To match this bigger promise, God changes Abram’s name to Abraham, which means “father of the multitude” or “father of many.”
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for being faithful even when we sin against him.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Genesis 17:6–8.
Think about It Some More
There is one word in God’s promise to Abraham that points us forward to God’s plan to save us through Jesus. Read the passage again and see if you can find it.
Yes, the word that points us to Jesus is everlasting. Everlasting is a word used to describe something that will last forever. God was telling Abraham that he was going to be his God forever.
But how was God going to be Abraham’s God forever? Abraham was a sinner. God cannot live in heaven with a sinner. That is where Jesus comes in. One day, Jesus would come and die on the cross for Abraham’s sin. When Abraham trusted in God’s plan he was trusting in Jesus.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God that his promises are everlasting.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 17:9–27.
Think about It Some More
Parents: Note that this passage discusses circumcision. It is usually best to explain circumcision to children before reading the passage. If you think your children are too young, feel free to wait.
Abraham was seventy-five years old when God first promised to give him children. By the time God speaks to him in our story today he is ninety-nine years old. Twenty-four years have gone by. That is why, when God repeats his promise, Abraham laughs. Imagine a man and woman old enough to be great-grandparents having a little baby! God also repeated his promise to Sarai, and he gave her a new name too, Sarah.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to give each member of your family a strong faith like Abraham’s.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 7:6–11.
Think about It Some More
In this psalm David asks God to punish his enemies, be his shield, and save him. David tells God that he is righteous, which means he is good in God’s sight. But if David is a sinner, how could he be considered righteous or good?
The only way David could be righteous is if his sins were taken away. That is just what Jesus did for David. Even though David never knew Jesus, he was trusting in God’s plan. Today we know that God’s plan was to send his Son Jesus to die on the cross to take David’s punishment—and then to give David a very special gift. When Jesus took David’s sins, he gave David his own righteous life as a gift.
Like David, we are all sinners and are not good at all. That means we are not righteous. But, just like David, we can trust in God’s plan to save us. Today we know that God’s plan to save all sinners is through Jesus. Jesus will take away our sin and give us his righteous life as a gift.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you to live more like Jesus.
WEEK 11 - THE LORD APPEARS TO ABRAHAM
Test your children to see how much of Abraham’s story they can remember. Ask them the following questions:
Say, “Sometimes it is hard to remember things we just learned. God often talked to Abraham to help him remember. This week we will learn that God actually came to visit Abraham and ate dinner with him.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine what we would do if the President of the United States walked up to our door right at dinnertime, said he was hungry, and asked if we could prepare him something to eat. What should we serve the president for dinner? How nervous would we be to cook for such an important person?
That is kind of what happened to Abraham in our story today. Only it wasn’t the president who came for dinner; it was the Lord! Let’s read on to see what Abraham did.
Read Genesis 18:1–8.
Think about It Some More
When God appeared to men he often came in the form of a man. In this story, God came with two angels. (We learn later in our story that they are angels.) It doesn’t tell us what these three visitors looked like, but it is clear that Abraham knew one of them was God because he called him his Lord. Maybe Abraham saw the visitors appear out of nowhere or maybe they looked different from ordinary people.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for reaching out to us even when we are not calling out to him.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 18:9–15.
Think about It Some More
Once again God reminds Abraham of his promise to give him a son. Only this time God tells him when it will happen. This is good news for someone who has waited a long time for a promise to be kept. Soon Abraham would be a dad. But Sarah, his wife, wasn’t so sure. She just laughed.
We shouldn’t be too hard on Sarah. After all, Abraham had been telling her about God’s promise to give her a child for over twenty years and it still hadn’t happened. Even though Sarah laughs and then lies about her laughter, God does not punish her. Not only does God know she will have a son, God also knows that one of Sarah’s far-off grandsons, Jesus, will die on the cross to take away her sins. Because of Jesus, Sarah can be forgiven—even for her lying and laughing at God’s promise.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you believe in the promises he makes to us in his Word.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Luke 1:26–38.
Think about It Some More
When God visited Abraham, Sarah laughed and said, “Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?” God answered her question by saying, “Nothing is too hard for the Lord” (Genesis 18:13–14).
God wanted her to know he had the power to do everything he said. And a year later, Sarah did have a son, just as God said.
In our Bible story today, we learn that one of Abraham’s far-off granddaughters named Mary receives a word from God telling her that she is going to have a baby. Notice how the angel answers Mary when she asks how God could give her a son when she isn’t even married yet. The angel’s answer is very similar to what God said to Sarah. The angel said, “Nothing will be impossible with God.”
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for the wonderful way he shows us his power through his miracles.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 18:16–33.
Think about It Some More
When Abraham heard the Lord’s plan to destroy the city of Sodom, he was concerned that good people might be destroyed along with the sinful people who lived there. And since he knew that his nephew Lot was living near the city, he may have been concerned that Lot could be killed when the city was destroyed. God promised not to destroy the city if even ten righteous, or good, people were found there.
Abraham’s conversation with God is a good example of how prayer works. God encourages us to pray to him and he promises to hear our prayers. And sometimes God even works them into his wonderful plan.
Talk about It
(Parents, think of a time when you prayed for a new job or for a son or daughter or any other prayer request and God answered your prayers.)
Pray about It
Pray for the things you talked about in answering the last question.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 8.
Think about It Some More
The psalm we read today almost sounds like a riddle. For instance, David wrote about someone God made a little lower than the heavenly beings. What does that mean? Then he tells us that God crowned this person with glory and honor and put all things under his feet. Who could that be? God gave us the answer in the New Testament book of Hebrews. Here is what it says:
But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone (Hebrews 2:9).
David is talking about the Son of God coming down to earth and becoming a man as the baby Jesus. God crowned Jesus with glory because he died on the cross so we could be forgiven. Long before Jesus was born, David sang about him coming to earth and dying on the cross.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Today’s psalm is like a prayer of praise once you understand it.
WEEK 12 - GOD RESCUES LOT
Light a candle and ask your children, “How close can you get to a flame without being burned?” Draw out their opinions and try to decrease the distance by saying, “Don’t you think you might be able to get closer?”
Once you settle on a distance, call over one of your children, hold his or her finger, and say you are going to experiment with seeing how close to the flame a finger can get without getting burned. They should object. Of course, you won’t follow through. Talk to your children about the foolishness of even asking the question, “How close can I get without getting burned?”
“This week we will learn about Lot, who wanted to find out how close he could live to the evil city of Sodom—and the consequences he and his family experienced.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Did you ever wonder what it would be like to meet an angel? Although some people think angels are only storybook characters, the Bible tells us that angels are real. They are God’s messengers and they often look just like other men. They can talk and walk and eat like we do. The Bible even tells us we should welcome strangers into our homes because we never know when a stranger could be an angel (see Hebrews 13:2)! In our story today, God sends two angels to rescue Abraham’s relative Lot.
Read Genesis 19:1–3, 12–14.
Parents: Note that verses 4–11 of this passage speak rather frankly about sexual perversion. They are not absolutely necessary for this lesson. If you wish to include these verses, we suggest a Bible version such as the English Standard Version (ESV), which simply refers to sexual relations as “knowing.”
Think about It Some More
God sent two angels to warn Lot that he was going to destroy the city of Sodom. Lot believed the angels, so he went to Sodom to warn the two men who were engaged to marry his daughters. But when Lot told them, they did not believe. They thought he was joking.
We might think they were crazy for not believing, but we need to remember that Sodom was a place where the people forgot about God and were living like life was one big party. Nothing terrible had ever happened to them before. Why should they believe God would destroy their city?
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for sending the angels to save Lot and for helping us to believe.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 19:15–16.
Think about It Some More
When God decides he wants to save a person, nothing—not even our sin—can stop him. That is really good news for us because we often turn away from God. But he has a way of grabbing hold of our hearts and saving us anyway. When God reaches out to save us, rather than give us the punishment we deserve, we say he is showing us mercy.
We see a picture of God’s mercy toward Lot in our story today. Lot should have listened to the angels and left the night before. Instead of leaving right away, Lot waited until morning. But God had mercy on him. Instead of leaving Lot there to die, the angels grabbed him by the hand and pulled him to safety.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Take time to pray for someone who does not believe in God, and ask God to reach out and pull them out of their sin.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read 2 Peter 2:6–9.
(You can skip over verse 8 to make this passage easier to understand.)
Think about It Some More
If God had not warned him, Lot would have stayed in Sodom and been destroyed with the rest of the city. Peter uses the story of Lot to tell us that God can rescue us. If God can rescue Lot from the wicked city of Sodom, then God can rescue us too.
You might not think you need God’s rescue, but we all do. Every one of us is a sinner in need of rescue from God’s judgment. God has a big rescue plan for his children. God the Father sent his Son to die on the cross so that we could be rescued from the punishment God is going to bring on sinners. God used the angels to rescue Lot, but his big rescue plan for all of us is his Son’s death on the cross.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Like Lot, we are all in need of being rescued from our sin. Pray to God that he would rescue you through Jesus.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 19:16–29.
Think about It Some More
When we tell you not to do something, you need to be careful to obey. If we warn you not to touch a hot pot and you touch it anyway, you’ll get burned. If we don’t listen to God’s warnings against sin, bad things happen too.
In our story today, Lot’s wife doesn’t listen to God’s warning. He tells her through the angels not to look back. But she doesn’t listen. Not thinking there is enough time to reach the mountains, Lot asks the angels if God would protect him in a nearby city. God agrees to spare Lot and hold back the destruction of Sodom until Lot and his family are safe. As soon as they reach the city safely God begins raining down fire on Sodom.
Lot and his daughters trust the Lord and obey God’s command not to look back, but Lot’s wife disobeys and turns back to look. Instantly she becomes a pillar of salt.
Talk about It
(Parents, you can share about a time when you got a speeding ticket because you didn’t obey God when he said obey your leaders, or a time when you got angry and hurt someone with your words.)
Pray about It
Confess the areas of your life where you disobeyed God recently and ask God to forgive you. (Parents, this is a great place for you to lead in sharing your weaknesses. Then help your children think of things they can confess in prayer to God and ask for his forgiveness.)
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Isaiah 42:1–3 and Matthew 12:18–21.
Think about It Some More
Long after the prophet Isaiah wrote this Bible passage, Matthew wrote his book about Jesus and said that Isaiah’s prophecy was talking about the Lord. Jesus, he explained, is the one Isaiah said would bring God’s justice to the nations. That means Jesus would be the one to make sure that God’s law was followed, and if anyone sinned the proper punishment would be given.
Jesus did this in at least two ways. First, Jesus died on the cross and took the punishment for everyone who trusts in him. That takes care of justice for those who believe. That is why Matthew says we can place our hope in him. For the rest of the people who do not believe, Jesus will one day return to punish them for their sin. If people refuse to trust in Jesus, they will receive their own punishment so that God’s justice will be complete.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Take time again to pray for anyone you know who is not following or trusting in the Lord.
WEEK 13 - ISAAC AND ISHMAEL
Tell your children you want to make them a promise. Friday after dinner you will treat them to homemade ice-cream sundaes. Each day this week during family Bible study, talk about your promise and what a promise feels like. Then, on Friday evening scoop out the ice cream, pour on the chocolate sauce, and ask them what it feels like to finally have their promise fulfilled. Finish the discussion with a review of God’s promise to Abraham fulfilled in the birth of Isaac.
Say, “This week you will learn how God fulfilled his promise to Abraham and gave him a son.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
There once was a young sailor whose job it was to look after the lowest deck of his ship. One day toward the end of the day, he heard the sound of water splashing at his feet. When he looked down, the hull of the ship was full of water. Rather than report the water to the captain, he went searching for the leak. You see, he was afraid the captain would blame him for the problem.
Hours went by as he searched but could not find the leak. By this time the water had risen to his knees. Now, he thought, I really can’t tell the captain. When the ship started to slow and tilt in the water the captain called down to see if everything was okay. The young sailor lied and said that everything was under control. It was a good thing that the captain came for a look himself. As soon as he saw the flooded ship he shouted, “Turn on the pumps,” and saved the ship in the nick of time.
Sometimes when we are afraid, we tell lies. That’s what happened to Abraham in today’s story.
Read Genesis 20.
Think about It Some More
Abraham is afraid the Egyptians might kill him to get Sarah, his wife. So for a second time he tells her to say that she is his sister. (The first time this happened was in Genesis 12:10–20.) Even though Sarah is in fact his half sister, it is a lie for Abraham to say that she is his sister instead of his wife.
Even though Abraham waited in faith for God’s promise of a son, he was fearful and struggled to trust God to protect him. Now we have his story to help us. How kind of God to show us Abraham’s weakness! God knows that all our lives are a mixture of faith and doubt.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you to trust the Lord and not lie.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 21:1–7.
Think about It Some More
Finally, Sarah gives birth to the son God promised. Abraham obeys God and names the boy Isaac. Even though they waited a really long time, Isaac was worth the wait.
God likes to do things for us in a way that makes it clear that they come from God. That way we can’t steal the credit or glory from God. Today’s story is a great example of that.
Abraham and Sarah could not take credit for having a son. They couldn’t say they planned to have their son. All they could do is laugh knowing that, without God, having a son at such an old age would have been impossible. They should have been grandparents and there they were holding their own tiny baby boy. Little did they know how God would use that baby to change the world. Jesus would come through Isaac’s family.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for his faithfulness in fulfilling all his promises and ask him to help you to trust him.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read 1 Corinthians 1:28–31.
Think about It Some More
God wants all of our boasting (bragging) to be about what God does for us, not what we do for ourselves. God wants us to give him the glory or praise for the blessings in our lives and not act like we brought them on ourselves. That is one of the reasons God waited to give Abraham a son until he was very old. Everyone would say it was God’s work, not Abraham’s.
God wants us to know that only God can save us—we cannot save ourselves. Abraham and Sarah were too old to have children, so when Isaac came, all of the credit for his birth went to God.
That is the pattern God follows in saving us. There is nothing we can do to take away our own sin. We must depend on Jesus to take it away. When God saves us, we know that all of the credit should go to God.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Pray that your boasting will be in the Lord and what he has done.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 21:8–21.
Think about It Some More
No one enjoys being made fun of. In our story Ishmael makes fun of Isaac. Sarah gets angry and tells Abraham to send Hagar and her son Ishmael away into the desert. Sarah doesn’t want Ishmael to get a share of Abraham’s wealth or blessing. So Abraham sends them away, out into the hot sun.
But God takes care of them. When they are tired and out of water, Hagar thinks they’re going to die. But God has a different plan, already having promised that Ishmael would be a great nation. So God shows them where to find a well with water and he repeats his promise to Ishmael.
Talk about It
(Parents, take this opportunity to confess your weakness to your children. If we confess our sins so our children see we are sinners too, it will help them on their way to trusting in Jesus for themselves.)
Pray about It
Thank the Lord for caring for Ishmael and caring for us.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Zechariah 6:9–13.
Think about It Some More
In old army movies, soldiers talking on the radio used code names to prevent eavesdropping enemies from knowing what was going on. If you knew the code names, however, you could figure out what they were saying.
The Bible passage we read today is like a coded message. We are introduced to a man called “the Branch” who will build the temple of the Lord. He will be a priest and will sit on the throne at the same time. “Branch” is like a code name given to the Messiah. Some people think that Zechariah probably copied this code name for Jesus from the prophet Jeremiah (Jeremiah 33:15). Jesus would “branch out” from the family tree of David through Jesse, David’s father.
Although King Solomon first built a temple for God out of stones, Jesus builds a greater temple by saving people and filling them with his Holy Spirit. Today, all Christians together form the temple of God.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for dying on the cross so we could become part of God’s new temple.
WEEK 14 - ABRAHAM IS TESTED
Ask your children to choose two of their favorite toys. Set the toys on the table and ask each child to choose the one toy they want to keep. After they point to one, ask, “What would you say if God asked you to give that toy up and never play with it again? Why might it be difficult? This week you will learn that God called Abraham to give up something very special and valuable.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
What would you do if on your very first day of school your teacher gave you a test on a completely new subject? Let’s say the first question was, “Name all the parts of the human heart.” Then the second question asked you to describe the proper way to rebuild a motorcycle engine. What would you do?
Imagine that you raised your hand and said to the teacher, “I can’t answer these questions unless you teach me.” Immediately the teacher pulled out a bell, started ringing it, and shouted, “He passed the test.” Later she explains that the real test was to see if you could figure out that you needed a teacher to help you learn.
In our story today, we are going to see how God gave Abraham a test he wasn’t expecting.
Read Genesis 22:1–8.
Think about It Some More
Abraham and Sarah waited many years for God to give them a son. Finally, Isaac was born, and it was a miracle because Abraham and Sarah were too old to have children. Now in our story God tells Abraham to kill Isaac!
As we see in verse 1, God was testing Abraham. By now Abraham has learned to trust God even when things look impossible.
If we look ahead to the New Testament, the writer of Hebrews gives us an inside peek into what Abraham was thinking. The book of Hebrews tells us that Abraham believed God could raise Isaac from the dead (Hebrews 11:19). Abraham told the servants that he and his son would both return after the sacrifice. That tells us that Abraham was sure God would do something to save his son.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you love him more than all your other stuff, and to make you willing to give up anything that takes away your love for him.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 22:9–14.
Think about It Some More
In this story, Isaac is a strong, healthy boy, but his father Abraham is getting old. It probably would have been easy for Isaac to run away from his father. But it looks like Isaac didn’t fight or struggle at all! He allowed his father to tie him up and place him on an altar to be sacrificed.
Imagine a son so filled with faith in God and respect for his dad that he didn’t fight even when he thought he was going to die. When his father took out a knife to sacrifice and kill him, he did not open his mouth to say, “Stop, Dad. Are you crazy?” Can you think of another only son in the Bible who did that?
That’s right, Jesus did. Isaac’s obedience to his father is a foreshadowing—a picture—of what Jesus would do much later as he obeyed God the Father in going to the cross.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Have each of your children ask God to help them obey you. They may even confess specific ways they have disobeyed. Don’t require them to do this, but if their hearts seem sensitive, ask if they would like to.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read 1 John 4:9–10.
Think about It Some More
In the story yesterday, Isaac was just about to be killed when God told Abraham to stop, and provided a ram as a substitute for Isaac. That means the ram took Isaac’s place. Today our Bible passage talks about another substitute, Jesus.
Instead of killing us, God sent his only Son to be our substitute and die in our place. Jesus is like the ram. Like Isaac, he did not fight. Jesus agreed to die on the cross for us.
Today’s Bible passage tells us that God sent his Son to be a “propitiation.” This means that Jesus died in our place to take our punishment. This time, when Jesus was about to be beaten and killed, no voice from heaven called out to stop it.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for sending his Son Jesus to be our substitute and to take our punishment.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 22:15–19.
Think about It Some More
The next time you go to the beach or see a sandbox, stop for a minute to look carefully at the sand. Reach down and take a pinch of sand and sprinkle it on your open palm. In that tiny amount you will see hundreds of grains of sand. If you tried to count them it would be pretty hard. If that’s hard, imagine trying to count all the grains of sand in a sandbox. What about trying to count all the grains of sand on a beach?
God promised to give Abraham as many far-off grandchildren as there are grains of sand at the beach. So many children would come from Abraham that no one would be able to count them all.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to give each person in your family a strong faith in God’s promises.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 5:11.
Think about It Some More
In this verse, David encourages us to take refuge in God. A refuge is a shelter that provides protection from danger. When there is a terrible thunderstorm outside, people run inside to take refuge from the storm so they don’t get wet or hit by lightning.
David is saying that when we are in trouble we can take refuge in God and run to him for safety. If we call out to God when we’re sick, we are taking refuge in him. When we pray to God for protection before a long car ride, we are taking refuge in him.
Our biggest danger has to do with our sin. Since every person that sins must be punished, we are all in danger of God’s punishment. But we have a refuge or shelter from God’s punishment. If we place our faith in Jesus he takes the punishment we deserve. Remember how the ram was a substitute for Isaac? Jesus is our substitute.
When David talks about rejoicing because God is our refuge, he is pointing us to Jesus, who himself takes the punishment we deserve. When we think about our sin, we can run to Jesus as our refuge because by trusting in what he did on the cross he takes our punishment.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for being our refuge.
WEEK 15 - GOD PROVIDES A WIFE FOR ISAAC
Ask your children, “Can you remember a way God has been faithful to our family?” Draw your children out or share a testimony of how God answered your prayers or need—perhaps in providing you the home you have, or restoring someone who was sick. Explain to your children that remembering what God has done in our lives in the past can help us trust him for the future. Say, “This week you will see how Abraham remembered God’s past faithfulness and drew faith from that for the task of finding a wife for his son.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that the summer after you graduated from high school a man you never saw before came knocking at your door. He told you that he wanted you to leave your family and go away with him to marry a person you had never met. I’ll bet you would think he was strange. If I asked you who was at the door and what they wanted, you would probably reply that it was some crazy guy who I needed to come get rid of.
Believe it or not, the very same thing happened in the story we are about to read. A man came calling for Rebekah, and she ended up going with him to marry a man she had never met before!
Read Genesis 24:1–9.
Think about It Some More
When Abraham called for his most trusted servant, the servant probably wondered what Abraham was going to ask. “I wonder if he wants me to buy a few more cattle or sell a herd of goats,” he may have guessed. But the servant was not prepared for Abraham’s request: “Go on a journey to the land I came from and pick out a wife for my son.”
Now that was a tough job! How in the world would the servant be able to convince a young woman to return to marry a man she never saw before? Although the servant was not sure Abraham’s plan could work, Abraham knew God would help him.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for all the ways he has been faithful to your family.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 24:10–14.
Think about It Some More
We know from yesterday that Abraham sent his oldest and most trusted servant to find a wife for his son. In today’s story we see the reason Abraham trusted this servant: he was a man who trusted God himself.
We learn this from the servant’s prayer to God for help. Perhaps the servant learned how to trust God from watching God work miracles in Abraham’s life. Perhaps this is even one of the servants who went with Abraham on his journey to sacrifice his son Isaac. The servant would have known that Isaac’s birth was a miracle because he knew how old Abraham and Sarah were.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for the godly examples he has given you to follow.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Genesis 24:15–28.
Think about It Some More
The servant prayed a very specific prayer. He asked God to bring a single woman to the well who would offer water to his camels when he asked her for a drink. Even before the servant had finished praying, Rebekah walked up with her water jar and did just what he’d prayed for.
God planned this even before the servant finished praying. Rebekah was only a part of God’s bigger plan. After she married Isaac, their children would carry on God’s promise. That way, Jesus would be born through Abraham’s family line. In the end, it was Jesus who became the promised blessing from Abraham’s family. Through Jesus, Abraham became a blessing to all people.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to provide godly partners for your children.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 24:29–67.
Think about It Some More
The story of Rebekah and Isaac is one of the best love stories in the Bible. God sure knows how to match up a man and a woman in marriage! Eve was perfect for Adam, and now we see that Rebekah was perfect for Isaac.
When Abraham’s servant told Rebekah’s father and brother the whole story of how he found her, they trusted God and gave their blessing for Rebekah to leave to be Isaac’s wife. Rebekah trusted God and agreed to go. Then came one last question: would Isaac love Rebekah? Isaac saw her, married her, and loved her. How is that for a love story!
Talk about It
(Parents, think of a time when you needed to trust God to supply your daily needs, or give your testimony of how you trusted God for your salvation.)
Pray about It
Thank God for helping your parents trust in him.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Zechariah 9:9.
Think about It Some More
You might think that a king who was going to save Israel would come into the city riding boldly on a horse or in a chariot, maybe even accompanied by an army. But the king that Zechariah writes about looks very different. He is a humble king who rides into the city on a donkey! Did you ever hear of a king riding a donkey?
Zechariah tells us that this king is righteous (without sin) and that he is going to bring salvation—he is going to save someone. Only one king fits this description, and his name is Jesus.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Take some time and praise the Lord in words, or sing your favorite praise song to thank the Lord for coming to earth to save us.
WEEK 16 - JACOB AND ESAU
Place a can of soup on the table and ask your children how much they think the can of soup is worth? Hold a mock auction and get their bids for the soup. Then ask, “If this were your favorite kind of soup, how much would you pay for it?” Finally ask them, “How much would you pay if you were stranded on a desert island and hadn’t eaten all week?” Say, “This week you will learn about a young man who sold the most valuable thing he had for a bowl of lentil stew.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that you are married and about to have your first baby. The big question everyone wants to know is whether it will be a boy or a girl. Finding the answer to that question can help you plan the kind and color of clothes to buy and how to decorate the baby’s room.
But imagine the surprise on your face if at your next doctor’s visit, the doctor tells you, “Your baby has two different heartbeats.” Before you get too upset the doctor adds, “You are not having one baby; you are having twins!” And then the doctor continues to listen to your or your wife’s tummy with the stethoscope and says, “You are having one boy and one girl. The girl will be born first and will graduate from medical school. Her brother, born second, will grow up to become a nurse and serve his sister.” I think you might wonder how the doctor could hear all that through the stethoscope.
Listen as we read our Bible story today because Rebekah receives that same kind of mind-blowing news from God.
Read Genesis 25:19–23.
Think about It Some More
Rebekah becomes pregnant and feels her baby moving inside. After a while she starts to feel like a wrestling match is going on inside her. Worried that something might be wrong, she prays to God, and God, who knows everything, tells Rebekah that she is going to have twins. God goes on to tell her that the babies are boys and the one born first, the older son, would serve the younger. He tells her all this before the babies are even born.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Spend some time as a family lifting up your prayer requests to the Lord.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 25:24–28.
Think about It Some More
Our story is getting very interesting. Here is what we know so far. Yesterday we read that Rebekah’s older son would serve the younger son, even though that was not the way it normally worked back then. Normally, it was the older son who was in charge. But God said that Esau, who liked to hunt, was going to serve the younger son Jacob, who was content to sit quietly at home.
You would think the boy who stayed around the tents with his mom would serve the stronger son who hunted, but God doesn’t always do what we think. Rebekah’s favorite son was Jacob, while Isaac’s favorite was Esau because he hunted animals to make Isaac’s favorite food.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Spend time thanking God for each person in your family.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Romans 9:8–15.
Think about It Some More
Have you been wondering why God told Rebekah that her older son would serve the younger? Here, in the book of Romans, God gives us the answer. God wanted to show that he controls everything. By choosing the meeker son over the stronger son, God was showing us that he didn’t need man’s strength to accomplish his plans. In the end God wanted everyone to see that his people are saved by our faith in God alone, not because of when we were born or because of anything we do.
God does not save us because we are strong or because we were born first. We are saved by faith (trusting in God’s plan), and even our faith is a gift God gives to us. The most important part of God’s plan to save us was the death of his Son Jesus, who died to take our sins away.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for loving sinful people and reaching out to save them.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 25:29–34.
Think about It Some More
In Isaac and Rebekah’s day, the firstborn son was given something called a birthright. That meant that when his father died, the firstborn son would get to keep the family’s wealth and take his father’s place in leading the family. All the other members of the family would have to serve and obey him.
In Isaac’s family, Esau was the firstborn so he held the birthright. But God told Rebekah that her older son would serve the younger. That meant something had to change. God used Esau’s foolishness to give away the birthright to Jacob for a bowl of stew. From that day on and for the rest of his life Esau would need to serve Jacob, his younger brother.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help keep you from making foolish mistakes like Esau.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 19:7–14.
Think about It Some More
Let’s say that a young man buys a house with money he borrows from a bank. Suppose this man never makes any payments to the bank. After a while, the bank calls the sheriff and the man is evicted from (thrown out of) the house. Even if the man promises to pay back the borrowed money, the bank would not allow him to have the house back.
But suppose the young man’s father hears about his son’s problem and pays back all the money owed on the house. He could buy his son’s house back from the bank. When somebody buys something back like this, they have redeemed it.
In this psalm, David describes God as our redeemer. David knows he has broken God’s perfect law and therefore deserves punishment. That is why at the end of the psalm he calls out for God to be his redeemer. There is only one way God can redeem any of us, and that is to pay off our debt.
Jesus died on the cross to pay our debt to God, his Father, by taking our penalty upon himself. That is how he redeems us.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God the Father for sending his Son to be our redeemer.
WEEK 17 - JACOB’S LIE
Dress one of your children in your clothes. Pick clothing items the other children (or your spouse) will recognize. Use some cologne or perfume to help fill out the disguise. Ask the others to guess who the child is dressed up as. If they guess correctly, ask them to tell you what clues helped them figure it out. Perhaps they will say they recognized the clothing or the smell of the perfume. Say, “This week you will learn how Jacob steals his brother’s blessing by using a disguise and pretending to be his brother, Esau.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Pretend for a moment that you are very old and have only a short time to live. Soon you will die and go to be with Jesus in heaven. If you could make one last request before you die, what would it be? If you could to go to your favorite place one more time, where would you go? If you could choose one final meal, what would you pick to eat?
Today in our story, Isaac has grown old and is making his final request of Esau in his last days.
Read Genesis 27:1–4.
Think about It Some More
Esau was the firstborn son and the favorite of his father, Isaac. Now Isaac is blind and very old and about to die. He calls his favorite son to his side and gives Esau a last request: to hunt a wild deer or antelope and prepare a meal from it. Isaac plans to bless his son before he dies.
Notice that Jacob is completely left out. Isaac could have called Jacob and asked him to prepare the meal, but he doesn’t. Even though God told Rebekah that Esau, the older son, will serve Jacob, Isaac is planning on blessing his older son anyway.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you love all the members of your family.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 27:5–17.
Think about It Some More
Did you ever read a story or see a TV show in which you were not sure who the good guy was? Our story today is like that.
Should we be siding with Isaac? He loves his son Esau more than his other son Jacob, and is going to bless Esau in spite of God’s word that Jacob will be the leader. That doesn’t seem right. Or should we side with Jacob’s mom, who is telling Jacob to lie to his dad and pretend to be his brother, Esau?
It seems they are both wrong. In the end we will see that God works everything out for good, even the sinful things that happen.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you trust him and always tell the truth.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Acts 3:12–15.
Think about It Some More
Our Bible story today takes place long after Jacob’s day, after Jesus rose from the dead and went back to heaven. The apostle Peter was sharing the gospel story (the story about Jesus) with a group of people. In the middle of his sharing, he gave God an interesting name. He called him “the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.”
Did you notice Peter didn’t call him the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Esau? If you remember from our story this week, God chose Jacob rather than Esau to carry on the covenant promise he made to Abraham. In that covenant, or special promise, God said that Abraham’s children would become a blessing to all nations. That promise was passed on to Isaac and then to Jacob.
Then one of Jacob’s far-off grandchildren, Jesus, would become the blessing to all nations that God promised. When we trust in Jesus we are adopted into Abraham’s family as one of God’s children.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for giving his promise to Abraham and his son Isaac, and his grandson Jacob and to everyone who trusts in Jesus.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 27:18–40.
Think about It Some More
Sometimes we read Bible stories too quickly and don’t take time to think about the people in the story. What would we do if we were them? For instance, think of what it was like to be Esau. Even though Esau lost his birthright, his dad wanted to bless him anyway. That must have been encouraging. He probably ran out to the fields, excited to kill some game for his dad.
Did you ever wonder what he was thinking? Perhaps he thought to himself, I will kill some game quickly, prepare it for my father, and then I will get his blessing. That way I can still rule my younger brother.
How angry he must have been to find out that, while he was gone, Jacob tricked their father into thinking he was Esau. Esau never forgot how Jacob had tricked him the first time, over the bowl of stew, and now Jacob had cheated him again.
Talk about It
(Parents, think back; did anyone ever overcharge you or rip you off? Tell your children what that felt like. Help them identify with what Esau must have felt when he found out that Jacob cheated him out of his blessing.)
Pray about It
Thank God that even our sin cannot mess up his plans.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Jeremiah 23:5–6.
Think about It Some More
We have already learned that the code name “Branch” that Zechariah uses in his prophecy stands for Jesus. In today’s Bible passage we read that another prophet used that same code name for Jesus.
Jeremiah told the people of Israel that a day was coming when “a righteous Branch” would become king. Righteous means that he would be sinless. He would be called “the LORD is our righteousness.” Notice that it doesn’t say he would be called “the LORD is his righteousness”; it says that this king would be called “the LORD is our righteousness.” Somehow this king would take away our sins and make us righteous (or sinless) like he is.
That matches up with what we know about Jesus. Jesus died on the cross taking the punishment God’s people deserved for their sin, and he lived a perfect life so he could give his righteous life as a gift to all those who believe.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise Jesus for never sinning, not even once, and for dying on the cross so he could give us the gift of his righteousness.
WEEK 18 - JACOB’S DREAM
Grab a pinch of dry earth or sand from the garden or from a potted plant. Squeeze the pinch of earth between your thumb and finger and sprinkle it on a sheet of white paper in front of your children.
Ask for a volunteer to count the specks on the paper. (There should be more than they can count.) Soon the children will discover how difficult it is to count all the tiny bits on the page. Now ask them to imagine that their job is to count all the specks of dust not just on the paper, but across the face of the whole earth! Say, “This week you will learn that when God repeated to Jacob the promise he first gave to Abraham, he said that Abraham’s descendants would be more than anyone could count.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine for a moment that you are Jacob right after he disguised himself as his brother Esau and received his father’s blessing. Quickly, your mom helps you take off the goat skins she placed on your neck and arms. Then, as you take the last one off, you hear a loud scream come from your father’s bedroom. You recognize that it is Esau’s voice and he is very angry.
Now you are in trouble because you can’t give a blessing back like you could something else that you stole. What are you going to do? Your mom tells you Esau wants to kill you. If this happened in our house, where would you hide?
Today we will see what Jacob did to get away from his angry brother.
Read Genesis 27:41—28:9.
Think about It Some More
Jacob had better look out now! He is in a lot more trouble than he ever imagined with Esau wanting to kill him! It’s a good thing that his mom comes up with a plan to help him get away. She plans to send him out of town to find a wife, but she needs Isaac’s permission. Isaac agrees and sends Jacob back to Laban (his uncle) to find a wife from among his daughters.
Then Isaac does something surprising: he repeats his blessing to Jacob before sending him on his journey. The first time he was fooled into blessing Jacob, but not this time. This time he blesses Jacob knowingly and repeats the promise God first gave to Abraham. Jacob is not in a disguise, so Isaac must realize that God wants to pass his promise on through his younger son Jacob. Then, before Esau can do Jacob any harm, Jacob is sent off on his journey to find a wife.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you turn away from your sins so they don’t grow bigger.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 28:10–17.
Think about It Some More
Back when Jacob lived, walking alone outside in the dark could be scary. Wild animals made noises and, if you didn’t have a weapon for protection, a lion might attack you. A good hunter like Esau could protect himself with his bow and arrows. But Jacob wasn’t a hunter like his brother. Imagine him trying to get to sleep using a rock for a pillow.
Well, Jacob did fall asleep and God gave him an amazing dream—a vision of a stairway to heaven. When Jacob woke up, he had something even scarier than lions to be afraid of. God had visited him! But God wasn’t going to punish Jacob for his lying. God had visited Jacob to pass on to him the same promise God first gave to Jacob’s grandfather Abraham.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for being patient with us as he was with Jacob.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read John 1:43–51.
Think about It Some More
While Jesus lived on earth, teaching his disciples, he often said things to explain how his life was connected to stories that happened long before he was born.
In today’s story, Jesus begins to call his disciples. Even though Nathaniel has known Jesus only a short time, God opens his eyes to understand who Jesus is. Nathaniel calls Jesus “the Son of God” and “the King of Israel.” Jesus says something very interesting in reply. Jesus links his life with Jacob’s dream from our Bible story this week.
Jacob dreamt about a stairway that started on earth and reached up to heaven, with angels going up and down on it. Here Jesus explains that he himself is that stairway. He says that the angels are going to ascend and descend (go up and down) on him, the Son of Man, which is a name Jesus called himself.
From what Jesus says, we learn that he is the only way we can get from a sinful life on earth to heaven above, where we are forgiven and live with him forever.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for becoming our stairway or ladder to heaven.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 28:18–22.
Think about It Some More
After his dream about the stairway, Jacob wanted to honor God. But the only way he knew to honor God was to set up a pillar, which was how the people of Canaan worshiped their false gods. To make a pillar, he took the stone he was using as a pillow and stood it on end. That way, if he ever walked by that place again, he could remember what God did. One day in the future God would tell him to return and build an altar, which was the way God wanted to be worshiped (Genesis 35:1).
Talk about It
(Parents, try to think of a time when God blessed you. It could be the day you became a Christian, your wedding day, or some other important date or event. If there is a particular photo or date in your Bible that helps you remember, share that with your children too.)
Pray about It
Ask God to be your God because he is good.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Isaiah 11:1.
Think about It Some More
When you cut down a tree, the stump will sometimes try to grow back. Little branches called shoots may grow out of the stump. If you don’t cut them off, they will grow into a full-sized tree. If the stump is from an apple tree, the shoots will grow up into apple trees and bear apples.
In this passage, the prophet Isaiah is using the picture of a stump to represent King David’s father Jesse, and the shoot growing out of a stump is one of his children or grandchildren. When the shoot grows up, Isaiah tells us, it will become a branch and bear fruit.
Remember our code word “Branch”? It refers to Jesus and we know that Jesus came from Jesse, David’s father. Now, Jesus didn’t grow up to bear apples or peaches. Bearing fruit simply refers to good deeds. Jesus grew up and did all sorts of wonderful things for people, like healing them, raising the dead, and, yes, dying on the cross so we can go to heaven.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you bear good fruit in your life like Jesus did.
WEEK 19 - JACOB AND RACHEL
Buy a container of your children’s favorite ice cream to enjoy at the end of the week. Before starting Day One, show the ice cream to the children. Stir their appetite by asking them to describe what they like about this particular ice cream. Ask them if they would like to have some—and then say they will first need to work for you for seven years to earn it, but you will keep the ice cream frozen, waiting for them.
After their initial reaction, tell them you will reduce the time to seven days, then seven hours. (If you do your Bible study in the evening, reduce the time to seven minutes and eat the ice cream after you’re finished.) Use this as an opener to talk about how Jacob offered to work seven years for Rachel’s hand in marriage.
DAY ONE
Picture It
What would it be like to have superhuman strength like Superman for one whole day? What would you do with your power? How about lifting your parents’ car up over your head—with one hand?
You would need to be careful, though, with all that strength. If you slammed your bedroom door, it might break right off the hinges and explode into pieces. If you tried to open a tightly closed jar, you might squeeze it too hard and crush it.
Today in our story, we will see how Jacob gets so excited about Rachel that he demonstrates amazing strength by moving a large rock that would normally take many men to move.
Read Genesis 29:1–14.
Think about It Some More
You might think, from reading the story in the Bible, that Jacob’s journey to his uncle Laban’s house took only a couple of days. But we know from looking on a map that he walked a distance of over 500 miles! If you walked 25 miles every day, without skipping a day, it would take three weeks to get there. So, by the time Jacob arrived, he must have been very tired. But the moment he saw Laban’s beautiful daughter, Rachel, he forgot all about his long journey and moved the large stone covering the well all by himself!
Remember, this is Jacob, the quiet son who stayed by his mother’s side and helped her with the cooking. You might have expected Esau, the strong hunter, to be able to move the stone, but not Jacob. Yet move the stone he did. Then he kissed Rachel and told her the story of his journey. She was so amazed that she ran all the way home, leaving her flocks at the well.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for how he works out every detail of our lives for our good.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 29:15–20.
Think about It Some More
If you wanted to buy a new bike but you didn’t have any money, you could make a deal with the owner of the bicycle store. If you offered to weed his flowerbeds, wash the store windows, and bring all the shopping carts in at the end of the day, and do this for a year, he might agree to exchange your work for the bike you want.
In our story today, Jacob wanted to marry Rachel, but he didn’t come with any money. Back in Jacob’s day, you had to give the father gifts to get permission to marry one of his daughters. Because Jacob didn’t have any money, he offered to work seven years for Laban in exchange for his daughter Rachel.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for loving us so much that he gave his only Son Jesus.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Genesis 29:21–35.
Think about It Some More
Remember how Jacob dressed up like Esau, lied to his dad, and stole his brother’s blessing. In our story today, Jacob finds out what it feels like to be tricked.
Instead of keeping his promise to give his younger daughter, Rachel, to Jacob, Laban dresses his older daughter, Leah, as the bride. Jacob doesn’t discover the switch until after he is already married to Leah.
When Jacob discovers the truth he complains to Laban, who quickly offers to give Rachel to Jacob if he works for him for another seven years. Jacob agrees and begins to work to take Rachel as a second wife. When God sees that Leah is not loved, he blesses her with four sons.
That is where we find our connection to Jesus in today’s story. One of Leah’s boys, named Judah, grew up to become the far-off grandfather of Jesus. His people would be called the tribe of Judah.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God that our sins cannot stop God’s plans.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Luke 3:23–38.
(Warn your children that you are about to read a lot of names, but ask them to raise their hands each time you read a name they recognize. Slow down when you get to Judah, Jacob, Isaac, and Abraham.)
Think about It Some More
Yesterday we learned that Leah had a son named Judah who would head up the tribe that bears his name, and one day Jesus would be born into that tribe.
Today we are looking ahead to the birth of Jesus. In this passage, Luke records the family tree of Jesus. Notice that it starts with Jesus and goes all the way back to Adam, with Judah’s name in the middle.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Pray for every person in your family tree by name and ask God to help them love Jesus with all their hearts.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Micah 5:2.
Think about It Some More
About 700 years before Jesus was born, the prophet Micah foretold that a very special ruler would come out of the land and people of Judah. Micah said this ruler would be “from of old, from ancient days.” That meant he needed to be a very, very old man. But Israel had never had a ruler like that. There is only one person that fits Micah’s description: Jesus, who is the Son of God.
The Son of God has always existed, even before the world was made, so he was surely alive in ancient times. We know this part of the Bible is talking about Jesus because Matthew tells us that it is (Matthew 2:1–6).
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for sending his Son Jesus to be born into the family of Judah, to save us from our sins.
WEEK 20 - JACOB FLEES FROM LABAN
One by one, secretly invite each child to meet you under the dining table. Tell them to be quiet and not to let anyone else see them. (Pull the chairs away from the table in advance.) If you hear any talking, issue an immediate warning by saying, “Somebody may hear you, please be quiet.”
Once everyone is gathered, ask the children how they felt sneaking around the house. Then go on to explain that this week they will be learning how Jacob secretly fled from Laban.
DAY ONE
Picture It
Two young boys asked if they could fish in a certain man’s pond. Although the man was selfish and never allowed anyone to fish in his pond, he looked down at the boys and thought, These boys will be lucky to get even one bite, let alone catch a fish. So he gave them permission.
“Can we keep all the fish we catch?” one boy boldly asked. Convinced that the boys were no threat to his prized collection of large trout, the man answered, “Yes, you can keep the fish you catch.” As he walked back to his house, the man chuckled to himself, “Now no one can say that I’m selfish.”
The boys, who had been fishing since they were toddlers, quickly cast their lines into the water. One by one they caught all of the man’s prize fish and quietly slipped away. What do you think the man will say when he comes back to an empty pond?
Although our story today is not about fishing, it does involve a selfish man. Let’s see what happens in our story.
Read Genesis 30:25—31:9.
Think about It Some More
Jacob watched over Laban’s flocks of sheep and goats for fourteen years in return for marrying Leah and then Rachel. Now that he was finished paying off his debt, he wanted to return home. When Laban urged him to stay, Jacob said he would stay if Laban gave him all the animals that had spots or streaks. Laban agreed, but slyly separated out the spotted and speckled animals and sent them far away so Jacob would not get them.
But soon the flocks were having babies again and all of the baby goats and sheep had spots and speckles. So Jacob got to keep them all. When Laban changed the rules and said, “From now on you can have only the sheep and goats with streaks,” God made all of them have streaks. When Laban changed the rules yet again and said, “Now you can have only the ones with white spots on their backs,” God made all the baby animals have white spots. Every time Laban selfishly tried to cheat Jacob, God blessed Jacob so that his flocks grew larger and larger.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God because he controls all things, even the color of baby sheep and goats.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 31:10–21.
Think about It Some More
Back in Bethel, when Jacob had his first dream about the stairway to heaven, he’d made a promise to God. Jacob had said that if God would give him food to eat and clothes to wear and bring him home safely, he would follow God. Since then, God had blessed Jacob with a large family and large herds, making Jacob a rich man. Now it was time for God to bring Jacob home safely.
While Laban was away shearing his sheep, God appeared to Jacob and told him it was time to leave. Jacob realized that since Laban wasn’t home, it would be easy to leave without any trouble.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for the way he answered Jacob’s prayer.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Matthew 2:13–16.
(This is a story about baby Jesus.)
Think about It Some More
Yesterday we read how God appeared in a dream to Jacob and told him to flee from Laban. In today’s story, God appears to another man, Joseph, and warns him to flee to Egypt to escape evil King Herod. Herod wanted to kill Joseph and Mary’s Son, the baby Jesus. God has always planned to save sinners through his Son Jesus, and he will not allow anything to stop his plan—not Laban, not Herod, not anyone.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for protecting Jesus so he could be our Savior.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 31:22–55.
(Be aware that verse 35 is an explicit reference to a woman’s menstrual cycle.)
Think about It Some More
Laban was upset and angry that Jacob left while he was away, so he chased after him with his men. It took him seven days to catch up with Jacob. It was a good thing that God warned Laban, because Laban felt that everything Jacob owned was really still his. His anger could have led to violence.
When Jacob heard that God appeared to Laban to warn him, he knew God was on his side. God had answered Jacob’s prayer to bring him home safely.
Talk about It
(Parents, you might recount a time when God spared you from some danger or calamity.)
Pray about It
Thank God for the specific ways he protects you from danger every day.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 3.
Think about It Some More
Some of the psalms David wrote are about things that happened to him in his life. Psalm 3 was written when David’s son Absalom was trying to kill him. David had to run away. We see from reading what David wrote that he called out to God to be his shield to protect and save him.
It is good to learn how David called out to God because we can use David’s prayers to call out to God like he did. You don’t have to have someone chasing you to pray these prayers. God gave us these psalms because they teach us something about God.
For example, in this psalm we learn that God is a God who saves. We may not have a person trying to kill us, but we all have another enemy, sin. Sin is always trying to destroy us. God, who saved David from Absalom, can also save us from our sin. So, when David says, “Salvation belongs to the LORD,” he is talking about God saving him from Absalom, but he is also telling us about God. God is a God who saves.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Pray David’s prayer and ask God to save each person in your family.
WEEK 21 - JACOB’S WRESTLING MATCH
Challenge your children one by one to an arm-wrestling competition. (You may want to skip challenging your teenage son who plays offensive tackle.) With each child apply only as much strength as is needed to keep them from winning. Let each match go long and encourage them to keep trying to win. As they tire, overpower them and win each match. Explain that this week you will learn how Jacob wrestled with God.
DAY ONE
Picture It
Pretend that you are a knight in armor on your way home to your castle. But you have a problem: there is a dragon that lives between you and the castle walls. There is no way to escape the dragon; you will have to confront him. And to make matters worse, the last time you traveled along the dragon’s road you stole some of his treasure, making the dragon very angry.
Now wouldn’t you feel better if two of the strongest knights from the neighboring castles met you along the way and offered to walk along with you? With three knights traveling together, the dragon might not be so quick to fight and might allow you to pass.
Today in our story, Jacob has solved the problem of Laban chasing him, but he has a dragon awaiting him: his brother Esau. Let’s see who he meets along the way to help him.
Read Genesis 32:1–2.
Think about It Some More
With Esau not too far away, Jacob was glad to see the angels! The last he had heard, fifteen years before, his brother Esau wanted to kill him. As Jacob traveled closer to home, he knew he would have to deal with his brother. When God told Jacob to leave Laban God promised to go with him (Genesis 31:3). Now that he saw the angels, Jacob knew God was with him in that place.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you to trust him anytime you are afraid.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 32:3–21.
Think about It Some More
When Jacob heard that Esau was coming to meet him with four hundred men, he thought that Esau was coming with an army to kill him. There is no way Jacob, with wives and children, could fight four hundred men, but he knew God could.
Knowing there was no way he could win a battle against his brother, Jacob did three things. First, he called out to God and asked for help. Next, he prepared to send on ahead a whole parade of animals as gifts for his brother. Finally, he split his group in half so that if Esau attacked one group, the other group might still escape.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you remember to call out to the Lord in times of trouble.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Genesis 32:22–32.
Think about It Some More
Can you imagine what Jacob must have thought when, in the middle of the night, a stranger appeared and began to wrestle with him? Jacob may have thought it was a robber or one of Esau’s men. They wrestled all night, but Jacob did not give in. Then, toward morning, the man put Jacob’s hip out of joint with one small touch. Suddenly Jacob realized he had been wrestling with God.
Despite the pain, Jacob held on and refused to let go until God blessed him. So God blessed Jacob and gave him a very special name: Israel. From that time on, God’s people would be known as the people of Israel.
When Jesus came riding into Jerusalem just before going to the cross, the crowds waved palm branches and shouted, “Blessed is...the King of Israel” (John 12:13).
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for reaching out to Jacob, and thank him for sending Jesus to reach out to us so we could know God too.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 33:1–11.
Think about It Some More
When Jacob saw Esau coming with all of his men, he moved ahead of his family and bowed down seven times, hoping to appease Esau. How surprised he was when Esau ran up to him, welcoming him and kissing him!
Fifteen years earlier, Esau had wanted to kill Jacob. But now Esau welcomed him back warmly. It was such an amazing change that Jacob praised God and said, “God has dealt graciously with me.”
Talk about It
(Parents, this is a great time to share a time when your spouse forgave you for something you did. Communicate to your children how wonderful forgiveness feels. Then connect that to the gospel where Jesus forgives us of our sins.)
Pray about It
Thank God for his faithfulness to protect Jacob.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Zechariah 10:3–6.
Think about It Some More
To erect a stone building, the very first stone to be laid is the cornerstone. All the other stones in the building line up with that first one. In this prophecy (word from God) Zechariah tells of a day when God will care for the house of Judah. From the house of Judah he will raise up a cornerstone.
The apostle Paul tells us that this cornerstone is another code name for Jesus. He says that the house of God is built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, and that Jesus Christ is the cornerstone (see Ephesians 2:20–21). That means that Jesus is the most important part of the church.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for sending Jesus to be the cornerstone of God’s church.
WEEK 22 - JOSEPH’S DREAM
Collect a variety of brightly colored crayons, markers, or pencils, along with a sheet of paper. Tell your children that you want them to raise a hand when they think they know what you are drawing. Start drawing Joseph’s multicolored robe. As each child raises a hand, have her whisper her guess in your ear. See if they can guess that the lesson for this week is about the life of Joseph, Jacob’s son.
DAY ONE
Picture It
Small children often have a favorite blanket or toy that they take everywhere they go. They may even have a special name for it; for example, “blankie” for a blanket. Maybe you can remember when you had such a blanket or toy. If a child loses his special blanket or toy, he can get pretty upset because he doesn’t feel safe without it.
You don’t see adults still carrying around those kinds of things. As we grow older we realize that those blankets and toys can’t really help us. We need to depend on God for our help and learn to do without them. Sometimes parents need to help their children give them up by saying, “Don’t you think it’s time to leave blankie behind?”
In our story today, Jacob trusts the Lord and helps the people give up their “blankies.” See if you can pick up from our story what things they are depending on for comfort.
Read Genesis 35:1–7.
Think about It Some More
When Jacob first met God at Bethel, he made a pillar out of the stone he was sleeping on. Here in our story God instructs Jacob to build an altar for him in Bethel. An altar is a pile of stones used for presenting an offering to God. Every time an animal is killed on God’s altar, God is reminded how one day his only Son Jesus will be sacrificed and will die for the sins of his people.
Before Jacob built the altar, he told all the people to put away their false gods. Back when God first spoke to Jacob, Jacob promised that he would make the Lord his God if the Lord would protect him and safely bring him home. Now Jacob keeps his end of the bargain. By ordering all the idols to be left behind he is saying to his family, “We are not going to trust in these false gods anymore. We are going to trust the Lord.”
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help each person in your family trust in him.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 37:1–4.
Think about It Some More
Sometimes we make the same mistakes our parents make. In our story today, that’s what Jacob did. When Jacob was a young boy his father Isaac loved Esau more than him. You would think Jacob would have learned a lesson from that, but he didn’t.
Jacob loved Joseph more than his other sons, and he gave Joseph a special coat. The other brothers were envious—angry that their father didn’t give them special coats too. It didn’t help that Joseph reported on his brothers’ behavior. They probably thought of him as a tattletale.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you not be envious of those around you.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Genesis 35:9–12.
Think about It Some More
After Jacob built his altar to God at Bethel, God spoke to him. He reminded Jacob of the new name God gave to him after his wrestling match. From then on, God didn’t want him to use the name Jacob. Instead, he wanted him to use the name Israel.
In time, all of God’s people would use the name Israel as their family name. They would be called the people of Israel. Their rulers would be called the kings of Israel, and the greatest king of Israel was Jesus. The name Israel always points to Jesus, the king of Israel.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Take some time to lift up your prayer requests to God, and while you do, praise him for being faithful.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 37:5–10.
Think about It Some More
What would you do if you dreamt that you got a whole bag of little chocolate bars, but your brother or sister didn’t get any and you ate all of your chocolate bars by yourself? How would your brother feel if you shared your dream with him? He might not be too happy. It might be better to keep that dream to yourself.
In our story today, God gave Joseph two dreams. The first one was about sheaves (bundles) of wheat stalks and the second was about stars. In both dreams, Joseph was at the center with his family bowing down to him.
Rather than keep his dreams to himself, Joseph announced them boldly. But that only made his brothers so full of envy that they hated him. Even his father corrected Joseph.
Talk about It
(Parents, try to remember what it was like growing up and if there were any rivalries in your family.)
Pray about It
Ask God to help you to love your brothers and sisters (or your friends if you are an only child) and treat them with love and respect.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Genesis 49:1–2, 8–10.
Think about It Some More
When Jacob as an old man was close to death, he called all his sons together to tell them what was going to happen to them when they got older. We have already learned that Jesus was one day going to come from Judah’s family. Now listen to what Jacob tells Judah.
Jacob tells Judah that the scepter (the thing a king holds in his hand) will not depart or leave Judah. That means that Judah will always have a king. The Scripture also says that all the different peoples of the world will be obedient to him—he will be the ruler of all nations. Jesus is the king Jacob spoke about who sits on heaven’s throne ruling the nations. Jesus will rule on his throne forever.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for working out his plan to bring Jesus to save us and be our King forever.
WEEK 23 - JOSEPH IS ATTACKED BY HIS BROTHERS
Prior to Bible study, secretly prepare an old colorful shirt in the following way: cut the shirt in several places, smear it with ketchup or red food coloring, and set it aside to dry. Gather and ask if you ever told the story about the day you were attacked by a shark. Tell how you were swimming when the shark nearly ripped your shirt off your back. Tell your children to wait a minute while you bring in the shirt. Show it to them and ask if they believe your story.
Finally, confess that you made up the whole story. Ask if your prop helped the story seem more believable. This should serve as a helpful illustration for the lesson you are learning this week, particularly the part where Joseph’s brothers deceived their father.
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that you are a detective for a police department and get a call that a man was found dead. You go to his apartment to try to figure out how he died. When you arrive, you find the man’s body lying at the bottom of the stairs. “Poor guy tripped over his robe and fell all the way down and hit his head on the table,” one of the policeman concludes, pointing to a small smudge of blood on the table.
But you are not so sure. Why put a table at the bottom of the stairs? When you see four table leg marks in the carpet over by the window, you realize that the table had recently been moved. After a closer look, you discover the red stuff on the table isn’t blood—it’s ketchup! Writing out his report, the policeman asks, “Should I say it was an accident?” You respond, “It was not an accident; it was murder. You will find the killer’s fingerprints on a ketchup bottle in the refrigerator.” Sure enough, the prints on the bottle lead to the killer who wanted the crime to look like an accident.
In today’s story, Joseph’s brothers plan to kill him and then think of a way to cover it up so no one will know that they did it.
Read Genesis 37:12–20.
Think about It Some More
Israel (remember that is the name God gave to Jacob) called for his son Joseph and sent him to check up on his brothers to see if they were doing what they were supposed to be doing. But his brothers spotted him coming while he was a still long way off. They were tired of their little brother always checking up on them and envied their father’s love for Joseph. So they planned to kill him to put an end to his dreams.
We need to be careful. Our boasting can provoke others to sin.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you turn away from your sins so they don’t grow into bigger sins.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 37:21–30.
Think about It Some More
While Joseph was still a way off, Reuben, one of his brothers, tried to talk some sense into the others. He wanted them to throw Joseph into a pit instead of kill him. Secretly Reuben was hoping he could come back later to rescue Joseph. They listened to Reuben and threw their young brother into a pit. Then Reuben left for a while. The story doesn’t say why he left, but he may have gone for a pole or some rope to drop down to Joseph for his rescue.
The rest of the brothers sat down to eat their lunch and discuss what they would do with Joseph. Judah convinced them not to kill Joseph, but to sell him as a slave to a group of traders that were traveling by. Later, when Reuben returned and saw that Joseph was gone, he tore his clothes because he was very sad. His planned rescue had failed.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for protecting Joseph from his angry brothers.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Matthew 27:1–10.
Think about It Some More
Today we’ve taken a break from the story of Joseph to read about Jesus, who was also betrayed.
Do you see how the life of Joseph and the life of Jesus are similar? Joseph was captured by his brothers and thrown into a pit. Jesus was arrested by his own people and sent to die. Joseph was betrayed by the sons of Israel (his brothers) for twenty pieces of silver. Matthew tells us that Jesus was also betrayed by one of the sons of Israel (Judas, his disciple) for thirty pieces of silver.
Although these stories look very sad at first, God used both Joseph and Jesus to save his people. Jesus saved us by dying on the cross for our sin. In the next few weeks, we will see how God uses Joseph to save Israel.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you to love Jesus more than anything or anyone else.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 37:31–36.
Think about It Some More
Did you ever notice that covering up one sin often leads you to commit others?
Let’s say you take a cookie after mom tells you not to, and then you run into the next room. Your first sin is disobeying mom; your second sin is hiding what you did. If she calls to you and asks, “What are you doing in there?” you will be tempted to sin again by lying. Imagine that you quickly gobble the cookie down. But when you come back into the kitchen mom notices a bit of cookie on the corner of your mouth. How many times might you lie as she questions you again and again?
Joseph’s brothers have to lie over and over to cover up what they did to their brother.
Talk about It
(Parents, it is important that our children see that we are sinners too. If you can’t remember a story from when you were a child, at least acknowledge that you have lied to cover up bad things that you have done.)
Pray about It
Ask God to help you not to sin in the first place. If you do, ask him to help you not to cover it up with more sins.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Numbers 24:15–17.
Think about It Some More
A prophet named Balaam heard the words of God and the knowledge of the Most High, and then gave this prophecy about a king who would come from Israel. David is the king that Balaam is talking about who defeated the enemies of God. But this prophecy and the picture of a conquering king foreshadows (or points ahead to) Jesus, who will put all his enemies under his feet until his final triumph over death itself. (See 1 Corinthians 15:22–26.)
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for sending Jesus, the bright morning star.
WEEK 24 - JOSEPH INTERPRETS THE DREAMS
Give each person a chance to tell the group about a dream they had. Share with them some of the dreams you remember. Perhaps you dreamt of finding a treasure and the dream was so real you woke up feeling rich! Explain to them that, in the Bible, God sometimes used dreams to speak to people.
Say, “This week, you will learn how God gave Joseph the amazing ability to interpret people’s dreams.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Picture yourself walking with two of your friends into a grocery store. They each pick up a candy bar and slip it into their pockets. What would you do if they picked up a third candy bar, held it up in front of you, and said, “Quick, drop this into your pocket, and let’s get out of here”? Let’s say that rather than steal something you didn’t pay for, you decide to turn and run. But just before you do, they drop the candy into your pocket.
As soon as you leave the store, you feel the manager’s hand grab you by the shoulder while his other hand pulls the candy bar from your pocket. Do you think he is going to believe you when you tell him you didn’t steal it?
Sometimes people are accused of crimes they did not commit. That is what happened to Joseph in our story, and it landed him in jail.
Read Genesis 39.
(You may want to review this chapter before reading it to your children, because of Potiphar’s wife telling Joseph to “come to bed with me” [NIV] or “lie with me” [ESV]. Younger children are generally satisfied with the explanation that Potiphar’s wife was dishonoring her husband.)
Think about It Some More
When you read about Joseph’s life one of the things you notice is that he has a “good news, bad news” story. That is, every time he gets good news, bad news is not far behind.
Joseph was his father’s favorite son. That’s the good news. The bad news is that his brothers were jealous that he was the favorite, and they tried to kill him. The good news is that one of his brothers stopped them and was going to rescue Joseph. The bad news is that he came too late and Joseph had already been sold as a slave. The good news is that Joseph was sold to a wealthy man, had a great job, and God prospered him. But now more bad news: the wealthy man’s wife falsely accused Joseph of a crime and he was thrown into prison.
Just when you think things are starting to go well for this guy, something bad happens again. But through all the trials, God had a plan for his life.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for protecting Joseph while he was in prison.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 40.
Think about It Some More
Most people would be discouraged if they were thrown into prison for something they didn’t do, but not Joseph. He continues to trust God while looking for opportunities to find a way out.
When the cupbearer needs someone to tell him the meaning of his dream, Joseph says that his God knows the meaning of every dream and asks the cupbearer to tell him his dream. Joseph interprets his dream and asks the cupbearer to speak well of him when he returns to Pharaoh. After the cupbearer is released from prison, he forgets about Joseph, leaving him in prison. Even so, Joseph does not lose his faith in God, whom he continues to serve.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you follow him like Joseph did, even when times are tough.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Genesis 41:1–14.
Think about It Some More
Can you imagine staying in prison for two whole years for something you didn’t do? That’s what happens to Joseph. But God has a plan. God plans to use Joseph to save Israel from a terrible famine that is soon to come. Saving Israel is very important because Jesus would one day be born into the family of Israel.
To get Joseph out of prison, God gives Pharaoh a dream that only Joseph can interpret. The cupbearer remembers Joseph and, in a flash, Joseph is released from prison. He is cleaned up and given new clothes to wear. By saving Joseph out of prison, God saves Israel from the famine; and by saving Israel, Jesus is born so we can be saved.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you trust him when things are difficult like Joseph did.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 41:15–36.
Think about It Some More
A famine is a time when there is not enough food for everyone to eat. Famines are usually caused by long periods with no rain. If it doesn’t rain, plants can’t grow. If the plants do not grow, then all the animals die of hunger because there are no plants to eat. If the animals and plants die, the people die too because they have nothing to eat.
The famine Joseph warned Pharaoh about was going to last seven years. If God had not warned Pharaoh through Joseph, all of Egypt could have died.
Talk about It
(Parents, take a guess as to how long the food you have would last. Then try to estimate how much space a seven-year supply of food would require.)
Pray about It
Thank God for all the food you have to eat every day.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Isaiah 42:5–9.
Think about It Some More
Isaiah was one of God’s prophets, which meant he received messages from God to give to his people. This part of Isaiah’s book has some wonderful promises in it that point us to Jesus.
The easiest one to pick out is the one in which Isaiah tells us that the servant God is going to send will open the eyes of the blind. Jesus did that. Isaiah also said that God’s servant would be a light for the nations. Jesus said, “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12). A flashlight showing the way in the darkness is a little bit like what Jesus does. Our sin is the darkness and Jesus shines the light of his truth to lead us out of darkness into heaven to be with him.
Jesus also came to free us from the prison of our sin and give us his righteousness, which means his sinlessness.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for sending Jesus to be our light and show us the way to God.
WEEK 25 - GOD PROVIDES FOR THE ISRAELITES IN FAMINE
Have on hand a bag of candy or some other treat (try to use a candy or snack with a lot of small pieces like raisins). Each day for seven days give each child a generous amount to eat and a cup with his or her name on it. (Next week you will be finishing the story of Joseph.) Have your children decide how many pieces to eat and how many to save, but let them know they will receive the treats for only seven days. Encourage your children to save a bit for when the seven days are up.
Next week, when you don’t offer any more treats, count out what each of your children have stored in their cups and divide by seven. Each day allow them to eat one-seventh of their store. Those who have saved more will, each day, enjoy a larger portion than the others.
Say, “In this week’s lesson you will learn how God helped his people through years of famine the very same way.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Did you ever refuse to eat something because you didn’t like it? Most people in the world do not have a lot of different foods to pick from, so they have to eat what they have. Often they eat the same thing day after day. If they refuse to eat, they go hungry. Soon, they are glad to eat whatever there is.
When the famine hit, all of Egypt had to eat bread made of grain for seven years! Can you imagine what it would be like to eat the same thing every day for seven years!
Read Genesis 41:38–57.
Think about It Some More
Pharaoh was so glad that Joseph knew what his dream was about and liked his plan so much that he put Joseph in charge of all Egypt. Joseph was so wise that Pharaoh knew God was helping Joseph (Genesis 41:38–39). When the years of plenty came, Joseph stored the extra grain away so none of it was wasted or spoiled. Then, when the famine came, Egypt had plenty of food. They had enough for themselves and more to sell to people in the surrounding country.
All the world came to buy food from Joseph in Egypt. All the people in Egypt who had laughed at Joseph for building large places to store grain were now in line to buy food like everyone else and were grateful for his insight.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for the food he provides for your family every day.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 42.
Think about It Some More
Because of the famine in the land, Jacob has to send his sons to Egypt to buy grain for food. As soon as Joseph sees his brothers, he recognizes them. When they bow down to him he remembers the dream God gave him in which his brothers’ bundles of grain bowed down to his.
Joseph recognizes his brothers, but they do not recognize him. Instead of welcoming them, Joseph tells the guards that his brothers are spies, and has them thrown into prison. Three days later Joseph has them released from prison. He overhears them talking about how they believe God is judging them for what they did to Joseph. When they are finally sent home and find their money in the top of their grain sacks, they are even more afraid.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you share your sins and not hide them like Joseph’s brothers did.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Genesis 43.
Think about It Some More
The food that Joseph’s brothers got from Egypt runs out and they need more. After all, the famine has only just started and it was going to last seven years! They are afraid to return, but they have to go back or starve, so Jacob instructs his sons to return the money left in their sacks and bring along special gifts for the Egyptian ruler. Then he prays for them: “May God Almighty grant you mercy.”
When a person asks for mercy, they are asking for forgiveness. The brothers need the ruler of Egypt to forgive them for stealing the money that was left in their sacks. But even more than that, they need God’s mercy for selling off their brother and lying to their father. You will see in our story that Joseph does grant them mercy—because God is granting them mercy.
It was God’s plan to provide food for their family so Jesus could be born into the family of Judah, one of the brothers. God could have killed the brothers for what they did to Joseph, but God forgave them, knowing that one day his Son Jesus would die for their sins.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for his mercy in that he does not punish us for our sins like he should.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 44.
Think about It Some More
In our Bible story today, Joseph’s brothers return to Egypt to buy more grain. As they prepare to return home with their grain, Joseph orders that his own silver cup be placed in Benjamin’s grain sack. (Benjamin is Joseph’s youngest brother and loved very much by his father, so Joseph knew his brothers would not leave him behind.) While the brothers are on their journey home, Joseph sends his men to arrest them for stealing the cup.
Even though the brothers believe their troubles are God’s punishment to them for what they did to Joseph, they still don’t tell Joseph what really happened. Instead, when they talk about the brother who was lost, they say he was torn to pieces (verse 28). Isn’t it interesting that even when they feel God correcting them they still try to keep up with their lie?
Talk about It
(Parents, use your own words to talk about telling the truth and how when we tell the truth we are trusting God, but when we keep the truth hidden we are trusting ourselves, not God.)
Pray about It
Have everyone confess an area of sin that they might be tempted to hide. Then ask God to help everyone trust in Jesus and the gospel, which can free us from our sins. (Parents should begin this time of confession and help draw out the children.)
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 110.
Think about It Some More
Can you imagine having a long name like Melchizedek? Imagine when you first go to school and have to learn how to spell your name. Melchizedek has eleven letters, and nine of them are different! Even though Melchizedek is a hard name to say and spell, he is an important guy to know about because there is something special about him.
The New Testament writer of the book of Hebrews tells us that Melchizedek’s life points us to Jesus. Just like Jesus, Melchizedek is both a priest and a king of the city called Salem (that city later became Jerusalem, the same city where Jesus would one day be called king). So, when you see the long name Melchizedek, think about Jesus.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God that Jesus will remain a priest forever for us. That means he is always there to ask God to forgive us.
WEEK 26 - JOSEPH REVEALS HIMSELF TO HIS BROTHERS
Collect a few 5 x 7 or 8 x 10 photos of family members and place them on a table, picture side up. Cover the photos with one-inch squares of construction paper. Finally, take one or two squares off each photo to reveal a clue to who is in the picture (choose more obscure parts of the photo to make guessing more difficult). Call your children in and see if they can guess the identities of the people in the photos. Take away a square at a time until they guess correctly. Say, “This week you will learn how Joseph revealed himself to his brothers.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that you are sitting down together around your dining room table when Dad comes home from work right in time for dinner. He is all dressed up in a button-down shirt and tie. Just before dessert, Dad announces he has something to show you that he has been keeping a secret.
Suddenly he rips open his shirt, popping the buttons, revealing a Superman costume. Imagine your surprise when, after he tells you he is the real Superman, he opens a nearby window and flies out. You would be about as shocked as Joseph’s brothers are in the next part of our story.
Read Genesis 45:1–5.
Think about It Some More
Last week we learned that Joseph’s brothers were brought back to Egypt because the Egyptian ruler’s silver cup was found in the youngest brother’s sack. When they see Joseph, they beg for mercy. Then they await his decision, not knowing what will happen. Perhaps they think they will be thrown into prison or even killed for their crime. But none of them would have guessed what happens next.
When Joseph reveals himself as their brother, they are terrified. Not only has the cup been found in Benjamin’s sack, now the brother they sold into slavery was going to decide their fate. He might even have them killed.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Pray that God would help you to be forgiving toward others.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Genesis 45:16–28.
Think about It Some More
There is one interesting thing missing from this story: Joseph’s brothers never tell their father what they did to him. That is why it is so difficult for Jacob to believe that his son Joseph is still alive.
Joseph was so forgiving of his brothers and so sure God had planned it for good that he never accuses them or holds what they did against them.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you confess and not hide your sins.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Genesis 45:6–15.
Think about It Some More
We saved this part of Joseph’s speech to his brothers for today because it tells us how our story is connected to Jesus. Joseph says that God sent him to Egypt to preserve a remnant on earth. A remnant is another word for a leftover piece or a part of something.
God knew the famine was coming and all of Joseph’s family would die if they didn’t get food. So God sent Joseph ahead to Egypt so Jacob and his sons could be saved from the famine. They were important because God made his covenant with Jacob and his father Isaac, and grandfather Abraham before them.
When Joseph says that God wanted to preserve a remnant, he is simply saying that God wanted to keep a part of Abraham’s family safe because one day Jesus would be born into that family.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for always keeping his people safe so one day Jesus could be born as a far-off grandson of Israel.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Genesis 46:1–7, 26–30.
Think about It Some More
Once again God repeats his promise to Jacob and calms his fears. When God said that Joseph, his son, would close his eyes, that meant that Joseph would be there when he died. Now for sure Jacob knew his son was alive.
What an amazing sight it must have been to watch Joseph ride up in a royal chariot, bow before his father, and give him a great big hug. Remember, Joseph was Jacob’s favorite son, the one to whom he gave the colorful coat. Jacob was so glad to see his son that he said he was ready to die. That tells us that he must have been praying to God to bring his son back before he died. If that’s true, God answered his prayers and he was ready to go home to be with God.
Talk about It
(God told him that he did not need to be afraid, that he would see Joseph before he died. God repeated his promise to make Jacob into a great nation, and said that he would lead his family back out of Egypt.)
Pray about It
Thank God for keeping Joseph safe and using him to save his people during the famine.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Isaiah 49:1–6.
Think about It Some More
Sometimes when we read a Bible passage it sounds more complicated than it really is. This part of the Bible is like that. Isaiah is describing Jesus as God’s servant in this passage.
Look for the clues that help us to know Isaiah is talking about Jesus. The most important one is in the last verse, where Isaiah describes what God’s servant will do. He says he will be a “light for the nations” and will bring salvation “to the end of the earth.” That is just what Jesus did. Remember that Jesus called himself “the light of the world” (John 8:12), and Jesus said that his disciples were to take the message of his life into all the world for all nations (Mark 16:15). Jesus is the only one who can bring salvation.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for coming to bring salvation to the whole earth.
WEEK 27 - GOD PROTECTS BABY MOSES
Hide ten nickels and one quarter around the room. Place the nickels out in the open where everyone can see them. Place the quarter in a very difficult place to find, like in a plant. Tell your children that you have placed the coins around the room and, when you give them the signal, you want them to try to find them.
Once they find the nickels, assuming they don’t find the quarter, give them clues. You can do this by telling them they are hotter when they get close or colder when they move farther away from the hidden coin. Explain to them how the quarter was more difficult to find because you took extra care to keep it hidden.
Say, “This week, you will learn how Moses was hidden from Pharaoh’s soldiers as part of God’s plan.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that you and your brother or sister are throwing a ball back and forth at breakfast in your kitchen, and each time you pass the ball you throw it a little bit harder. Then, it happens. You throw the ball so hard the other person can’t catch it, and it knocks a bottle of cooking oil off the counter. The bottle breaks on the floor next to the refrigerator with a loud crash. Pieces go everywhere.
Mom comes in and immediately begins to clean up the mess. You and your sister think, We are in big trouble now, but what you don’t know is that God is going to work your foolishness for your good. As Mom wipes up the mess, she realizes she needs to move the fridge because the oil has run underneath it. When she does, she finds a diamond earring she lost two months ago. Although you were disobeying, God was able to work your sin for good! That doesn’t mean we should sin to test God, but God can work our sins for good.
In our story today, Joseph reminds his brothers that God used their sin for good to save a lot of people from dying.
Read Genesis 50:15–26.
Think about It Some More
After Jacob dies, Joseph’s brothers start to worry. They think Joseph may now try to get even with them for what they did to him. Instead of asking for forgiveness straight out, they say that, before he died, their father asked that Joseph forgive them.
However, they need not worry—Joseph has already forgiven them. He can see how God used their evil deed to save a lot of people, including their whole family.
Joseph’s faith in God is an example for us all. Even when someone does something bad to us, God can use it to make our lives better.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you forgive people who sin against you.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Exodus 1.
Think about It Some More
The people of Israel have now been in Egypt for more than 300 years. The new king (in Egypt, called the pharaoh) knows nothing about Joseph and how he had served Egypt. Pharaoh is afraid of the Israelites because there are so many of them, so he decides to kill their baby boys. In this way, the Hebrew nation will not become too strong, and Pharaoh can keep them as his slaves to do whatever he wants. (“Hebrews” is the name Pharaoh calls the Israelites.)
But Pharaoh is fighting against God, who had promised Abraham that everyone who blessed him would be blessed and everyone who harmed him would be harmed (Genesis 12:3). The midwives who deliver the babies refuse to obey Pharaoh’s order and the Israelites grow stronger. Then Pharaoh makes a new law that every Hebrew son born should be thrown into the Nile River.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for giving us grace to obey even when it is difficult.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Exodus 2:1–10.
Think about It Some More
Where in the world do you hide a baby for three months, and what do you do if a baby you are trying to hide starts to cry? What if your neighbor asks, “Hey, is that a baby I hear crying in your house?” Do you reply, “No, that is only the cat”?
Moses’ mom had to hide him, because Pharaoh ordered that all of the Hebrew baby boys should be thrown into the Nile River. But you can’t hide a growing boy forever, so she finally gives in to Pharaoh’s command and places him in the Nile—gently, in a basket boat—trusting the boy to God. Then she sends his sister along to watch over him.
God saves baby Moses so that when he grows up he can save God’s people. That’s how Moses is like Jesus. God is going to use Moses to rescue his people from the evil of Egypt, and that points forward to how God would use another baby, Jesus, to grow up to rescue his people from the evil of their sin.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for saving baby Moses’ life.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Acts 7:2–22.
Think about It Some More
This story is a part of a speech given by a Christian named Stephen. He is trying to explain God’s plan to save his people to a group of Jewish leaders who are angry with the Christians. They are upset because they believe that Jesus was destroying their Jewish faith. But Stephen knows that God’s promise to Abraham and God’s raising up Moses was part of a bigger plan that pointed to Jesus. So, in order to help them understand, Stephen shares the whole story with them.
One of the things we learn from Stephen’s speech is that Moses was born at a special moment in time when God was ready to bring his people, who had grown into a great nation, out of Egypt, back into the land he had promised to Abraham.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to give you opportunities to share about God with others.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Isaiah 7:10–14.
Think about It Some More
There are two special things Isaiah foretold about Jesus. First, he would be born of a virgin, which means that Mary, his mother, would have her baby before she had a husband. (Joseph married Mary after the baby Jesus was already growing inside her.) The second thing we learn about Jesus from this passage is that he would be called Immanuel. The name Immanuel means “God with us.”
So we see that long before Mary was even born God gave Isaiah a picture of Jesus, a man who was born by a miracle of God. He was no ordinary man—he was the Son of God who came down from heaven to us to save us from our sin.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for leaving heaven to come as Immanuel—“God with us.”
WEEK 28 - GOD CALLS MOSES
Call your children to gather for Bible study time, but instead of calling their real names, call different names. For example, if your child’s name is Bob, call for Frank. If your child’s name is Mary, call for Susan. Try several different names, then go gather your children. Ask them why they didn’t come when you called.
They may say that you called the wrong names, or they might just be confused. Tell them the names you called and ask why they did not respond. They of course will explain that you need to call their real names if you want them to come.
Say, “That is just what God did to Moses in the story we’re looking at this week. God had a job for him and he called him by name.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that we are all going to a professional baseball game. When we get to the stadium entrance Dad passes out the tickets so that we each can hand them to the ticket taker at the gate.
As soon as you give the man your ticket he shouts, “We have a winner!” People with cameras take your picture, and you find out that you are the one-millionth visitor to the stadium and have won a ticket to a special box seat in the front row. The ticket is good for all the free food you want and, after the game, you’ll get to meet the baseball players.
At first it sounds exciting, but then you realize your family is going to be sitting far away up high in the outfield. What would you do? Take the special seat or turn it down to sit with your family?
In our story today, Moses has the special seat, living in the palace of Pharaoh, but his family lives as slaves along with the other Israelites. Let’s see what he does.
Read Exodus 2:11–25 and Acts 7:23–29.
Think about It Some More
The story of Moses is recorded in at least three places in the Bible. We read from two of them today. By putting them together we get a more complete picture of what happened to Moses.
Although Moses lived in the palace of Pharaoh, his people (the Hebrews) were the Egyptians’ slaves. They were treated cruelly and beaten. Moses turned down the treasures of Egypt when he sided with his people and killed the Egyptian. He hoped the Hebrew people would accept him as rescuer, but they mocked and rejected his leadership. They spread word of his crime all the way to Pharaoh, so Moses ran away from Egypt.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you love and worship him instead of the treasures of this world.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Exodus 3.
Think about It Some More
There is something about a fire that draws our attention. People love to sit around campfires and cook marshmallows, or watch a fire crackle in their fireplace in the fall. But can you imagine walking along and seeing a bush on fire, but with it not burning up?
That is what happened to Moses. When he stepped closer to the fire to get a better look, he discovered that God was in that burning bush. God called Moses by name and told him that he was going to send him to deliver his people from slavery in Egypt. But Moses wasn’t so sure. First, he had already tried to deliver the Hebrews when he killed the Egyptian, and they had only mocked him. Second, Moses was eighty years old. He was forty when he ran away from Egypt and had been living in Midian for another forty years.
God encouraged Moses and told him that he would strike the Egyptians with his power. Moses would not have to go alone.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God that he is awesome and powerful.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Hebrews 11:23–26.
Think about It Some More
Here in the book of Hebrews the story of Moses is told again. Once more we learn something about Moses that we didn’t know from reading his story in the book of Exodus or the book of Acts—Moses was a man of faith.
Unsure how it would all work out, Moses still had a sense that God wanted to deliver his people from slavery. He did not follow the false gods of Egypt. Instead of living a sinful life serving the gods of Egypt, Moses joined God’s plan to save his people and trusted God to be his reward.
Each one of us must make the same decision that Moses made, to love God and trust in his plan or to love the pleasures of sin more.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help each member of your family place their faith in Jesus and not be drawn to the pleasures of the world.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Exodus 4:1–17.
Think about It Some More
Did you ever argue with Mom when she wanted you to do something you didn’t want to do? That is what happens to Moses in our story.
Although Moses believes in God, he doesn’t want to go to Egypt to save God’s people. Moses is a sinner like we all are. Though God is patient with him, Moses keeps arguing until at one point God’s anger against Moses begins to show. Still, God is patient and helps Moses to see that God will go with him and help him.
It is a good thing for Moses that God’s plan to save Israel out of Egypt was meant to lead to Jesus dying on the cross for our sins. Although Moses is a great Bible hero, he is just a sinner like we are who needs to trust in God’s plan to save so his sins can be forgiven.
Talk about It
(Parents, this should not be difficult. Think back to something your children were reluctant to do, like clean their room or eat their vegetables.)
Pray about It
Thank God for being patient with Moses and us in our sin.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Isaiah 8:11–15.
Think about It Some More
Did you ever walk along a path and trip over a stone that was sticking out? Well, that is what a stumbling stone is. There you are, walking along fine, following the way home when bam! You hit the stumbling stone and fall down.
In today’s Bible passage, Isaiah compares Jesus to a stumbling stone. Remember how we compared the prophets to people who were sending messages by code? “Stumbling stone” is another code word for Jesus in the Bible. Isaiah prophesies that one day the Lord will become a stumbling stone for Israel.
In Jesus’ day, the religious leaders of Israel wanted everyone to follow their laws. They had added their own laws to God’s laws. They made their laws more important than God. When Jesus came, he disagreed with the religious leaders and told them to follow him instead of all their manmade laws. The religious leaders didn’t like that very much. Jesus was like a stone in their path that made them stumble. Instead of following him they fell away from God.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask Jesus to help you trust in him and make him your safe place.
WEEK 29 - MOSES CONFRONTS PHARAOH
Place a dozen rocks in one small paper bag and a dozen cotton balls in another. Pass around the bag containing the rocks and ask your children to put their hands in and describe the way they feel without guessing what they are. Do the same with the bag containing the cotton balls.
Explain to the children that God describes our hearts as either soft and obedient to God or hard and rebellious toward God. Explain that in our sin we all have hearts of stone, and God is the only one who can soften them to cause us to trust him.
Say, “This week you will learn about Pharaoh’s hardened heart and his refusal to obey the command of the Lord from Moses.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine Mom announcing that she is taking you all to your very first movie at a theater. Everyone is excited about the news and quickly gets ready to leave. You all jump in your car and head out. You wonder what it will be like to see a movie on the big screen.
Then all of a sudden traffic stops—there has been an accident on the highway. After about ten minutes your hopes for the movie start to fade. When Mom turns on the radio you hear that a mile in front of you a truck full of sand has turned over, blocking all traffic. With at least 100 cars behind you, there is no way to get out. When the clock reaches 7:40, the time your movie starts, you realize there won’t be any movie tonight.
Sometimes our plans run into roadblocks. That is what happens to Moses in our story today.
Read Exodus 4:18–23, 27–30 and Exodus 5.
Think about It Some More
When Aaron first tells the people about Moses and what God said, they are excited. They have been in harsh slavery all their lives, waiting for God to deliver them.
At first, the people praise God for sending Moses and Aaron. But then they run into a roadblock: Pharaoh refuses to let the people leave Egypt. Not only that, but he also makes them start looking for their own straw. That means that after a hard day making bricks they would have to search out the land and gather straw for the next day’s work. Instead of trusting God, they begin to be discouraged and complain.
This pattern of Israel first believing God then turning away in unbelief will happen over and over again throughout her history.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help each person in your family to trust him through the roadblocks of life when we don’t get what we want.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Exodus 5:22—6:1.
Think about It Some More
Nobody likes a difficult job. We don’t want to clean up the dishes when the food has been baked on and they need to be scrubbed. When we want to go for a bike ride, we don’t like finding out we have a flat tire. We like things to go smoothly.
Life was no different for Moses. He obeyed God and told Pharaoh to let God’s people go. But Pharaoh refused, punishing Israel instead. Moses wasn’t too happy that his job was getting hard. But sometimes God allows difficulty in our lives to help us learn to trust him.
God was kind to Moses: even though Moses complained, God did not punish him. Instead, God encouraged Moses to trust him to bring his people out of Egypt with a strong hand.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you not complain when things don’t go the way you want them to.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Exodus 6:2–9.
Think about It Some More
Yesterday we learned how Moses was upset that God had not saved his people right away. In our Bible story today, God answered Moses’ complaint and told him that he would bring them out of slavery. Then God said something extra special: in addition to ending their slavery, he was going to redeem his people and make them his own.
By saying he was going to redeem them and make them his own, he was welcoming them back into a friendship. Now remember, God is sinless. He can’t just overlook sin. Sin is evil and must be punished.
That is where Jesus comes into our story. God the Father knew that one day he would take care of sin by sending his Son Jesus to die on the cross. That is what the promise God keeps repeating is all about.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for sending Jesus to die in our place.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Exodus 7:8–13.
Think about It Some More
Anyone can do a magic trick if he knows the secret of how to do it. Magicians can make it look like rabbits come out of hats or large objects disappear right before your eyes.
When Aaron threw down his staff and it turned into a snake, it was not a trick. And to prove it, the snake that came from Aaron’s staff ate up the magicians’ snakes. God showed that he was greater. God won over the magicians of Egypt!
Talk about It
(Parents, you may have seen the movie, The Ten Commandments, or read this story from the Bible.)
Pray about It
Ask God to soften your heart so you won’t say no to God.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Isaiah 9:2, 6–7.
Think about It Some More
Three times in the gospel of John (1:9; 8:12; and 12:46) Jesus is described as a light that has come into the world. Jesus is the light Isaiah is talking about.
In verse 6, Isaiah describes a person who was born a man but was also “Mighty God.” There is only one man ever born who was both man and God—Jesus. It was important for Jesus to be both God and man. By being a man, he could die in our place and take our punishment. Because he was also God, he could live a sinless life and rise again from the grave.
When Jesus died he took away our punishment so we could have peace with God. That is why Jesus is called the “Prince of Peace.” He made a way for God to redeem his people and make them his own, just like he promised Moses he would do in our story this week.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for sending Jesus to give us peace with God so that everyone who trusts in Jesus can change from being God’s enemy to becoming God’s friend.
WEEK 30 - GOD SENDS PLAGUES AGAINST EGYPT
This week you will be learning about the first nine plagues God sent on Egypt. Read the following list of plagues and ask your children to guess which ones are correct. They should answer true or false with a show of hands for each one. See who gets the most correct.
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine what it would be like in Egypt when the first plague hit. There you are, out with your family for a nice day at the river, swimming and splashing. The sun is high but you are shaded by trees along the riverbank, and everyone is having a great day.
Then out of nowhere people start to shout, “There’s something red in the water!” Looking down, you notice the water has turned deep red. People all along the river start yelling, “Blood, blood, there is blood in the river!”
You join the mad rush to get out of the river. The water feels different and when a bit splashes into your mouth you realize that the water has turned into blood. The white shirt you are wearing to protect you from the sun is now deep red, dripping with blood. All along the bank, fish are floating belly-up.
That’s what it would have been like during the first plague. Let’s see what Pharaoh thinks of this plague and if he will let God’s people go.
Read Exodus 7:14–24.
Think about It Some More
If you have ever gotten a whiff of a foul-smelling garbage can full of rotting food scraps on a hot day, then you know what Egypt smelled like after the Nile turned to blood and all the fish died. Some people who don’t believe the Bible is true might try to explain away this plague by saying that it really wasn’t blood, or the fish got a disease and lost their blood in the river so it only looked like it had turned to blood. But notice, God even turned the water in the stone jars to blood. You can’t explain that away.
Someone else didn’t believe in the plagues: Pharaoh. Pharaoh was right there to see it all happen, but when his magicians also changed water into blood, Pharaoh turned away from Moses and didn’t care.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you believe the message of the Bible, which is God’s Word to us.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Exodus 9.
Think about It Some More
How would you like to have Pharaoh as your leader if you were a farmer trying to make a living in Egypt? You have already had plagues of frogs, gnats, and flies, which made it hard for you to get your work done. But now the plagues are really starting to destroy your farm.
First, your animals all die, then you get sores (called boils) on your face, and then terrible thunderstorms unleash a fury of lightning and hailstones that destroy your crops. All this because your leader has hardened his heart against God and refused to set the Hebrew slaves free.
If plagues like this happened today, we wouldn’t have any meat or vegetables in the grocery stores for months. We would be forced to eat canned food or boxed cereal for a year. Even then, the price of meat and fresh vegetables would be so expensive we still wouldn’t have them to eat very often.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for the way he protected his people during the plagues.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Exodus 10:1–2.
Think about It Some More
Here in the middle of the story, God tells us the reason he hardened Pharaoh’s heart and brought so many devastating plagues against Egypt: he was writing a story for our children. God wanted to create a story about himself and how he saved his people that was so amazing and wonderful that everyone would want to tell their children about it. Then when their children heard all that God did and how powerful he was, they would believe he was the Lord and God was a saving God.
While God brought plagues on Egypt, he saved his people. There is an important reason God saved Israel from the plagues: Jesus would one day come from the family line of Israel. Next week we will read about the last plague and how it points directly to Jesus, and shows us how God would save his people from their sins.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for giving us a story that helps us believe that he is real.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Exodus 10:3–20.
Think about It Some More
The terrible plague of hail destroyed all the plants that were already growing, but the wheat survived. It had only started to sprout from the ground.
Instead of allowing all of God’s people to go, Pharaoh agreed to release the men, but he refused to let the children go. We learned yesterday that the children were special to God. There was no way God would agree to let his people go but leave the children behind. Pharaoh made a big mistake.
In the eighth plague, locusts (flying grasshoppers) swarmed and ate everything left by the hail, even the young shoots of the wheat plants. That meant Egypt would not have any food to eat. The animals were destroyed and then all the crops were destroyed. Once again Pharaoh cried out for forgiveness, but then as soon as the locusts were gone he hardened his heart again.
Talk about It
(Parents, use this as an opportunity to tell your children how special they are, how much you love them, and how you would never let anyone take them or keep them.)
Pray about It
Thank God for protecting and saving the children of Israel from Pharaoh.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Deuteronomy 18:15–19 and Acts 3:18–23.
Think about It Some More
Moses didn’t only lead God’s people out of Egypt, he also became a great prophet. A prophet is someone who speaks to the people for God. God speaks to prophets, then they in turn deliver the message to God’s people. You could call them God’s messengers.
In this story, Moses tells the people that one day God would raise up another prophet. Later, in the New Testament, when Peter addresses the crowd he tells them the name of the prophet Moses spoke about—Jesus. So way back in Moses’ day, God was already letting people know Jesus was coming.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for sending Jesus to tell us God’s Word.
WEEK 31 - THE LAST PLAGUE AND THE FIRST PASSOVER
Make a list of all the firstborn sons in the families you know from among your relatives, families in church, and neighbors. Explain that this week you will be talking about the last plague on Egypt.
Ask them to imagine for a moment that the plague was coming tonight. All the families that do not put the blood of a lamb on their front door as God instructed will lose their firstborn son. If that were the case, how important would it be to reach all the families on our list with God’s instructions?
Say, “This week, you will learn that only the blood of Jesus can cover sin to allow the judgment of God to pass over.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
How would you like to help a beekeeper take the honey from his beehive? Imagine going up to the hive with ten thousand bees flying around, all trying to protect their honey. When beekeepers tend to their beehives they often wear a screen mask over their heads. As long as they wear it they are protected and the bees cannot sting them.
Let’s say you got to wear one the day you went after the honey. Don’t you think you might be a bit scared seeing the bees land right in front of your face and hear them buzzing all around you?
Today in our story, we will learn what the children of Israel had to do to protect themselves from the last plague, which was so close some of them could hear the loud crying in Egypt.
Read Exodus 11.
Think about It Some More
You would think that Pharaoh would have given up when Moses said God was going to kill all the firstborn sons of Egypt. After all, Pharaoh had a son too. But Pharaoh didn’t even say one word to Moses. He was angry and had a hard heart. His country of Egypt, the land he ruled, was ruined. The people had few animals left, no crops for food, and they suffered sickness and pests worse than anything they ever imagined.
Even though God knew Pharaoh wouldn’t listen, he sent Moses to warn him anyway.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you obey his Word and to never harden your heart like Pharaoh did.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Exodus 12:1–30.
Think about It Some More
At first you might think that the people of Israel escaped death in their homes. But when you think about it, death came to every home, both in Egypt and Israel. In Egypt, the firstborn sons of every family died—loud cries and wailing could be heard everywhere. But with God’s people, a lamb died in the firstborn son’s place.
To show God that a substitute had been killed, the blood of the lamb was painted on the doorpost as a sign. When the angel of death came through and saw the blood, he knew that a lamb had been killed. The blood pointed forward to the day when Jesus, the Lamb of God, would die for our sins. So when the angel saw the blood, he passed over those homes.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for passing over the houses with the blood on their doorposts.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read 1 Corinthians 5:7–8.
Think about It Some More
In sports, when a player is hurt or tired, the manager will put in a substitute player to take his place. This week we read a Bible story where God told Israel to use a lamb as a substitute. Instead of killing the firstborn son, the lambs were killed as a substitute in place of the sons.
In today’s reading, we learn that we have a substitute. There was a lamb killed in our place too. Jesus is the Lamb of God that was killed in our place. He took the punishment for our sins so God’s judgment would pass over us. When God told Israel to kill the Passover lambs and put the blood on the doorframes of their homes, he was creating a picture of what he would one day do with his Son Jesus for us. Jesus Christ is our Passover lamb.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for giving Jesus as our Passover Lamb.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Exodus 12:30–42.
Think about It Some More
Since we have not experienced the hard life of slavery, it can be hard to imagine how excited the people of Israel were to be leaving Egypt. Every day they had to work making bricks, never getting paid for their work. They had to do what they were told or risk being whipped or even killed. They didn’t get days off when they were sick, and they didn’t get to rest when they were tired. The children of Israel had lived this way all their lives.
When Pharaoh gave the order for them to leave, they did not waste any time. They were finally free! God had rescued them from slavery just the way he said he would, and they were ready to run.
Talk about It
(Parents, the Bible says that the borrower is a slave to the lender [Proverbs 22:7]. Tell the story of how you or someone you know paid off a loan and what it felt like to be free from the payment. Explain that you had to work and work to pay it off, and if you didn’t the bank could come after you or make you pay a lot more.)
Pray about It
Thank God for rescuing the Israelites from slavery.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 45:1–6.
Think about It Some More
Picture a king riding on a horse, a sword at his side. The king is victorious. That means he won a battle. The battle was between good and evil and the king fought for good—for truth and righteousness.
In this psalm we have a picture of Jesus. Jesus fought for good against Satan and won the battle over sin and death when he died on the cross for our sins and rose again from the grave in victory. One day Jesus will return to judge everyone who refuses to believe and who disobeys God’s commands.
The last book of the Bible, Revelation, talks about Jesus returning victoriously. It says, “Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God” (Revelation 19:11–13).
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God that his throne will last forever and ever.
WEEK 32 - GOD PARTS THE RED SEA
Pour two tablespoons of water on a large dinner plate and bring it to Bible study time. Challenge the children to see if they can use their hands to separate the water by placing their hands, palms together in a praying position, and then slowly separating their hands to push the water toward the sides of the plate, leaving the middle between their hands dry. Their hands can squeegee the water apart but it soon comes rushing back around their hands.
Say, “We can’t part even two tablespoons of water, yet God parted the whole Red Sea! This week you will learn about the awesome power of God, which is able to deliver his people to safety.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Pretend that it is the 4th of July, the birthday of the United States of America. What does your family do to celebrate Independence Day? How do you make the 4th of July different from the other days in July? (If you live in a different country you can substitute one of your nation’s holidays.) Most people get a vacation day from work on the 4th of July. A lot of folks grill hamburgers and hot dogs outside, go to parades, and then shoot off fireworks high into the air when it gets dark. Is there anything else you might do to celebrate?
In today’s lesson, we will learn how God told Israel to celebrate the Passover so they would never forget their own independence day from Egypt.
Read Exodus 13:1–16.
Think about It Some More
The problem with celebrating things that happened in the past, like the 4th of July, is that we can get so excited about the celebration that we forget why we are celebrating. Many people don’t know what actually happened on the 4th of July in 1776. The truth is, nothing much happened on that day. We declared our independence on July 2nd, then signed the declaration on August 2nd. When we celebrate on July 4th, we are actually celebrating the day people found out about our independence being declared.
In our story today, God wanted to make sure the children of Israel would never forget the Passover and the last plague. That is why God said that every firstborn boy and firstborn male animal belonged to the Lord and had to be redeemed (bought back) by killing a lamb. This tradition would make sure that Israel never forgot how the firstborn of Egypt died the night of the Passover, but God spared the people of Israel who killed a lamb in the place of their firstborn and painted the blood of the lamb on the doorpost.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for dying on the cross so God’s judgment might pass over us.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Exodus 14:1–7.
Think about It Some More
Moses instructed the Israelites to celebrate the Passover dressed and ready to leave, as if they were about to go on a journey (Exodus 12:11). The people obeyed Moses so, after the death of the firstborn sons and Pharaoh’s permission to leave, all of Israel was ready to go. All Israel poured out of their houses and left Egypt, and God led them into the wilderness.
At first, the Egyptians were glad to let the people go and even gave them gifts as they left (Exodus 12:35–36). But it wasn’t long before the Egyptians started to realize their workers were all gone. Now they would have to do all the work. No one was gathering straw, no bricks were being made, and no one was hauling or cleaning or cooking or washing their clothes.
When Pharaoh realized the whole work force of Egypt was gone, he got angry again, forgot about the plagues, and gathered his army to chase down the Hebrews and bring them back to Egypt.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you to obey his Word like all of Israel did.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Exodus 14:8–9 and Romans 9:17.
Think about It Some More
In today’s two Bible passages, we learn once again that God is in control of everything, even Pharaoh’s heart. Paul tells us in the book of Romans that God put Pharaoh on the throne of Egypt to show his power through Pharaoh’s life and that God’s name would be proclaimed in all the earth.
Now here we are today, thousands of years later, reading all about it and we too are rejoicing over God’s amazing plan to save his people. The story of Pharaoh and God’s power to deliver his people has been told many, many millions of times. But the greatest celebration comes when we remember that Jesus was born to the sons of Israel in the Promised Land, in a town called Bethlehem. So when we celebrate Israel’s salvation from slavery in Egypt, we can also celebrate our salvation from slavery to sin.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for saving Israel, and thank God for saving us through Jesus.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Exodus 14:10–31.
Think about It Some More
Have you ever played a game of tag and had someone chasing you when you found yourself cornered by a fence or a wall with nowhere to go? Well, that is what happened to God’s people. They got a big head start running away from Egypt, but they were stopped when they came to the Red Sea. It seemed to them like they were trapped with nowhere to go. When they saw the army of Egypt approaching, they cried out in fear because they thought they were going to die.
But God had a plan. He put a pillar of cloud between the Egyptians and his people to protect them while Moses stretched out his hand and God parted the Red Sea. When the cloud lifted, the Egyptians must have been shocked. Israel had escaped! Their tracks led down the sandy bank into the sea. Giant walls of seawater stood to the left and right of the path.
Pharaoh dared to go in after the slaves. But once Israel was safe on the other side, Moses stretched out his hand and God closed the sea, destroying Pharaoh and his army. Not only did God save his people; he also destroyed their enemy.
Talk about It
(Parents, think of a time when God delivered you from a difficult situation. This could be a financial provision or another answer to prayer.)
Pray about It
Ask God to watch over you like he watched over Israel.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 45:6–9.
Think about It Some More
Who was the oldest person that ever lived in your family? Although they may have been blessed to live a long time, they didn’t or won’t live forever. We all die—unless we are around when Jesus returns. So when God tells us about a throne that lasts forever, we know the king can’t be an ordinary guy because we all die. The king who sits on that throne must be a very special person.
There is only one king who lives forever—Jesus. Jesus also fits the description of a king who rules in righteousness and gladness. Hebrews 1:8–9 quotes this psalm and tells us that it is about Jesus.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you to follow Jesus’ example by loving righteousness.
WEEK 33 - GOD PROVIDES FOOD AND WATER FOR ISRAEL
Bring a golf-ball-sized rock, a washcloth, and a small basin half filled with water to Bible study. Soak the washcloth in the water, and give it to your youngest child to wring out. Pass the cloth up the ranks of your children from youngest to oldest, and see how each successively older child can wring a bit more water out of the cloth into the basin. (If you have only one child, you can include yourself and your spouse.) By the time you get to your oldest child, he will celebrate how much stronger he is by the amount of water he can produce from the already wrung-out cloth.
Finally, pass the rock around, and ask each person to squeeze water from the rock. Hold the basin below their hands in anticipation of what might come out. The lesson, of course, is to show that the greatest strength in man is no match for the power of God, who provided water out of the rock for his thirsty people.
Say, “This week you will learn how God miraculously provided food and water for Israel in the desert.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that while on vacation in the mountains we get stuck in heavy traffic. By the time we break free of the jam it is late. Dad says he is going to push on through and not stop to eat until we arrive at our vacation home.
When we finally reach our destination, we are all talking about food. Someone suggests that we send out for pizza, while someone else wants to eat hamburgers; but everyone agrees that we want to eat, and fast. But there’s a problem: it is so late that everything is closed, including the grocery stores.
Suddenly everyone’s mood changes. People start getting irritated; they complain saying that we should never have gone on vacation in the first place.
Have you ever had an experience like that? We are quick to complain when we don’t get what we want. Today we’ll see how Israel is tested when they don’t get what they want.
Read Exodus 16:1–8.
Think about It Some More
In this Bible passage, we learn that complaining is a sin against God. The story starts out with the people grumbling against Moses and Aaron, but later Moses and Aaron tell the people that their complaining is not against man but against God.
So, the next time your favorite flavor of ice cream runs out, or Mom won’t let you play outside, remember that any complaint to Mom is really a sin against God. After all, it is God who provides all the milk for ice cream in the world, and God is the one who brings the rain that grows the grass to feed the cattle. When we complain, we are really saying, “God, I don’t like the way you are running the world.”
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you to trust him and not complain.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Exodus 16:9–35.
Think about It Some More
God can provide for our needs in amazing ways. The Israelites complained in the wilderness because they didn’t have any food and they didn’t see any way to get food. They didn’t have flour so they couldn’t make bread. There were no plants or wild animals to eat, and they didn’t have enough of their own animals to feed them all.
They forgot that God was all-powerful and can do anything. He doesn’t need flour to make bread, and he commands all the animals of the earth. To show the Israelites his mighty power, God made bread out of nothing at all and commanded quail to fly to them to provide meat—enough to feed the million-plus people who left Egypt.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Take time to pray for something you would like God to provide.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read John 6:31–40.
Think about It Some More
Jesus was full of surprises when he taught. He loved to show how stories in the Old Testament were actually about him. For forty years the people of Israel wandered in the desert and ate manna. That heavenly bread saved them from starving. But they didn’t know that every time they took a bite, they were pointing forward to a day when God would save his people from a greater danger, their sin.
Just as the people needed the manna to survive, so we need Jesus. He is our bread from heaven! If we place our trust in Jesus, his death on the cross, and his resurrection from the dead, God forgives our sin and opens a way for us to live with Jesus in heaven.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help every person in your family believe and put their trust in Jesus.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Exodus 17:1–7.
Think about It Some More
At some point the people of Israel ran out of water and got very angry. They seemed to forget that God was creating bread for them out of nothing every day. If God provided bread out of nothing, he could provide water as well. But the people argued, complained, and finally wanted to stone Moses to death.
Instead of punishing the people, God showed them mercy and gave them water to drink. Instead of striking the people for their sin, God told Moses to strike the rock and gave them water to drink.
In the New Testament, Paul tells us that the rock is a picture of Jesus (1 Corinthians 10:4). God overlooked Israel’s sin and gave them water because he knew that one day Jesus would stand in their place and take their punishment.
Talk about It
(Parents, think of a time when a store ran out of something you wanted to buy.)
Pray about It
Ask God to help us remember that he gave us Jesus, so the next time we don’t get something we want we are not so quick to complain.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 72:1–2 and 2 Timothy 4:8.
Think about It Some More
The Old Testament is filled with Scriptures that point to Christ. Jesus is the royal Son. He is the one who will judge people in righteousness and justice. Solomon, who wrote this psalm, was a very wise judge who made godly decisions, but Jesus is the only truly righteous judge. Paul, in writing to Timothy, described Jesus as the righteous judge who will one day give a crown of righteousness to everyone who believes in him.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for being a righteous judge and for taking our punishment.
WEEK 34 - GOD GIVES MOSES THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
Before moving into the Bible study for this week, ask your children the following questions:
“Why do we have to stop at stop signs?”
“What would happen if the police gave special permission to go through red lights to every driver whose name begins with the letter M, so they could get where they were going faster? Would that be a blessing to them? Would that work for the other drivers?”
Say, “Laws are passed for the good of the people. This week we will learn the ten laws (or commandments) that God gave us. Each of these commandments is designed for our good and God’s glory.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that you were playing catch with a friend and the ball you were throwing accidentally flew over a fence into the electric company’s power station. Along the fence are signs in big red letters that say, “Danger, high voltage! Do not enter.” I don’t think you would want to climb the fence to get your ball because you could get electrocuted.
In today’s Bible story, God tells Moses to warn the people about Mt. Sinai. He was to put up a boundary to protect the people from stepping onto God’s mountain because, like the power station, if they wandered too close, it could kill them.
Read Exodus 19.
Think about It Some More
Most people don’t realize that if they saw God’s face or touched God they would die. They think of God as a good guy, like a good friend, but they don’t realize that God is also holy.
God’s holiness means that he doesn’t have any sin at all and he must remain set apart from sin. If sin comes near, God destroys it because sin is evil and he is good.
That is why God warned Moses to set up a boundary around the mountain where he was. That way, the people would not accidentally get too close and have God punish them for their sin. God had a plan to save them from their sin, but if they didn’t follow his plan they would die.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for saving Moses and allowing him to go up on the mountain to talk to God.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Exodus 20:1–21.
Think about It Some More
When the people heard the commandments God gave, they were afraid because they didn’t think they could obey them all (Hebrews 12:19–20). They were also terrified of the thunder and lightning that came along with God’s voice.
If you have ever been in a terrible thunderstorm, you know how frightening the lightning and thunder can be. You can imagine what it would be like if, in addition to that thunder and lightning, you heard a booming voice say, “Honor your father and mother,” and you knew if you didn’t you could die.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you remember what Jesus did for you each time you sin and break God’s commands.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Galatians 3:23–24.
Think about It Some More
Paul describes God’s laws (the Ten Commandments are a part of God’s law) as a prison. That might sound like an odd thing to say, but here is why. The law tells us what we must do, for example, worship God and obey parents; or what we must not do, for example, steal or lie. If we break God’s law even once, we are not free to go to heaven to be with God but are held as prisoners for judgment. This is bad news.
But this bad news was a part of God’s plan so that when he brought us the good news about Jesus, we would be excited to follow him. Jesus never broke God’s law, and now he offers to trade his perfect life for the sinful lives of all who will believe in him as their Savior. Once we come to Jesus and believe, we are no longer held prisoners by the law and we are free to go to heaven.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Take time to confess some of the ways you have broken God’s laws and ask God to forgive you.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Exodus 20:22–23.
Think about It Some More
When you want to make sure someone remembers something important, you can repeat it so he doesn’t forget. For instance, the day before a test your teacher might remind you to study, or the day before your first game your coach might tell you not to forget your uniform. Mom or Dad might tell you three times to clean your room before they leave, to make sure you don’t forget while they are gone.
God knew which commands Israel needed to hear more than once to make sure they did not forget. So God told them again not to make false gods of silver or gold. But even though God repeated this command, we will see that Israel soon forgot what he said.
Talk about It
(Parents, remind your children of the times when you asked them to do something and they didn’t follow through. This will help them identify with Israel.)
Pray about It
Ask God to help you remember his commands and not forget what your parents ask you to do.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Jeremiah 31:31–34 and Luke 22:19–20.
Think about It Some More
Jeremiah wrote about a wonderful day when the covenant (or promise) God made with Abraham would be replaced by a new covenant. Instead of writing his law on tablets of stone like he did with Moses, God was going to write his law on the hearts of people.
The new covenant, or promise, Jeremiah wrote about came true in Jesus’ day. Luke told the story for us to read. At the last supper before he died, Jesus talked about the new covenant. The new covenant he talked about was God’s new promise to us.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for giving us a new covenant where God’s law is written on our hearts and we become God’s people.
WEEK 35 - THE TABERNACLE
Bring an umbrella to Bible study, open it up, and point it toward your family so no one can see you. Continue talking with your children as normal, but move the umbrella so it always blocks them from seeing you. They of course will ask you why you have an umbrella opened between you. Explain to the children that the tabernacle had a curtain in the middle separating the holy place from the Most Holy Place, and you wanted to give them an idea of what it would be like if they were separated from you by a curtain.
Draw them out for a bit, asking them a few questions, including what it feels like to be talking to an umbrella. Explain that the curtain of the tabernacle hid the presence of God from the people until after Jesus died and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Say, “This week you will learn about the construction of the temple and the curtain that prevented the people from approaching God.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
If you were going to build a house today, what materials would you need? A list might include cement and block for the bottom part, wood and nails for the top, bricks for the outside, drywall for the inside.
Can you think of anything that is missing from that list? We would still need shingles for the roof, wire for the electric, pipes for the plumbing, carpet for the floors, paint for the walls, cabinets and appliances for the kitchen, wood for the trim inside, windows, doors, toilets and sinks, heating and air conditioning. Overall it is a very long list—and that doesn’t include the furniture.
Today we will read about the materials God wanted his people to use to build his house.
Read Exodus 25:1–8.
Think about It Some More
In today’s passage, God called Moses to collect the items needed to build a very special tent called a tabernacle. The tabernacle was where God would live among his people.
God wanted to show Israel and the surrounding nations that he was different from their false gods. None of the other gods lived with their people. Sure, they might have an idol carved of stone in a temple, but idols are fake. God actually came down and lived in the tabernacle with his people, and all of Israel would see his presence in the form of the pillar of cloud or fire over the tabernacle.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for the way he loves to live among his people.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Exodus 26. (Parents, take a look at this passage before you read it. If it seems too long and detailed to hold your children’s attention, you may want to read just verses 1, 7, 15, 26–27, and 31–37.)
Think about It Some More
If Mom asked you to bake a cake, what ingredients would you use? You would want to follow a recipe to make sure the cake came out the way it was supposed to. If you didn’t follow directions but put in whatever you wanted, you would find out the hard way that you made a big mistake when your cake came out as flat as a pancake or tasted terrible.
In today’s story, God gave Moses very detailed instructions on how to build his special tent. God planned every part of the tabernacle so it would turn out just the way he wanted. If you follow the directions we have in the Bible, you could make a tabernacle very much like the one Moses made.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God that he is a holy God, not a sinner like us. That way we can always trust that he will do the right thing.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Exodus 27:1–8.
Think about It Some More
In addition to the tabernacle, God also gave Moses instructions for his furniture. One of the pieces of furniture was called the altar. The altar was so holy that it had to be carried using poles so no one would touch it. Thousands and thousands of lambs would be sacrificed on the altar for the sins of the people, year after year. But all those lambs were still not enough to take away the sin of God’s people. All they did was point forward to a day when the Lamb of God, Jesus, would be sacrificed by dying on the cross for our sins.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for sending Jesus to be our perfect sacrifice.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Exodus 28:1–30.
Think about It Some More
Not only did God have special instructions for the tabernacle and the furniture, he also gave special instructions for the clothes of the priest who would offer the sacrifices to God.
One of the most interesting parts of the outfit was the breastplate. The priest’s breastplate had the names of the twelve tribes of Israel on it. God even gave it a special name: the breastplate of judgment. Every time the priest would go into the tabernacle, he carried the names of Israel close to his heart. That way, he wouldn’t forget them since he was responsible to offer sacrifices for them all.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for providing a way for Israel’s sins to be forgiven
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 72:4–8.
Think about It Some More
We already learned that this psalm described Jesus as the righteous judge (verses 1–2). Today we learn that Jesus would bring peace to and rule the whole earth.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for sending Jesus to be our king who will defeat evil and bring peace to everyone for all time.
WEEK 36 - THE GOLDEN CALF
Print out a picture of a cow from the Internet or copy one out of a picture book. Gather your children, show them the picture, and ask, “Whose dog looks most like this cow?” You can play this up a bit by asking if any of their friends’ dogs have a cowlike nose or ears. They will likely laugh. If they object, point out the similarities. The cow has two eyes, two ears, a mouth, and some hair just like dogs do.
After a moment share that you are only joking and there is really little resemblance between a cow and a dog. Explain that it would be even worse to ask which person looks like this cow.
Say, “When Israel made a golden calf as an idol and said it was their god, it was an even greater insult to God. They were calling the creator of the universe a cow. This week, you will learn about their idolatry.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that Dad returns home from a moving sale and announces that he has bought a new dresser for the master bedroom, which has white furniture. The dresser he bought is black and scratched up; it will need a coat of paint. Excited to surprise Mom, you and Dad pick up a can of paint along with brushes and some sandpaper and get started on the project.
First, you take out all the drawers and remove the knobs. Then Dad directs you to sand the fronts of the drawers to make sure the new paint sticks well, while he does the same to the body of the dresser. After laying down a drop cloth, he opens the paint can and you both paint the old black dresser bright white. Carefully you brush the paint on, transforming the scratched-up black dresser into a beautiful white one.
Even though the dresser was ugly black, now the bright white is all you see.
In today’s story, we learn what God uses to cover up sin. You can’t cover up sin with a coat of paint; but there is something that does the job. Let’s read and find out what can cover up our sin.
Read Exodus 29:1–21, 35–37.
Think about It Some More
God gave Aaron and his sons a long list of things to do to prepare them to serve God as priests. First, they had to wash themselves and put on special clothes. Then they were anointed with oil, which was a way to show that God chose them for the job out of all the others. Finally, animals were killed and their blood was painted on their ears, fingers, and toes and sprinkled all over their clothes. Like the dresser painted white, the blood was meant to cover their sins so they could serve in God’s holy presence.
The animal blood didn’t take away their sins; it only pointed ahead to the day when Jesus would shed his blood for their forgiveness.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God that we no longer have to kill animals to cover our sin because Jesus died for us.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Exodus 32:1–8.
Think about It Some More
Do you remember the one command God repeated after he gave the Ten Commandments to Israel? We learned about it in Exodus 20:22–23. God told Israel not to make gods of silver or gold, but it didn’t take Israel long to disobey. This is why God repeated that command.
When Moses delayed in returning, the people were impatient and asked Aaron to make for them gods to worship. Instead of reminding them of God’s command and saying no, Aaron foolishly agreed and helped them make an idol, sinning along with the people.
Rather than look down on Israel for disobeying, we need to remember that sin works the same way in our hearts and lives today.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you obey and not hide your sin.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Exodus 32:9–14.
Think about It Some More
While God was on one side ready to punish Israel for their sin and Israel was on the other side worshiping their golden calf, Moses was in the middle standing between God and his sinful people.
When Moses heard God say he was going to destroy Israel, he spoke up to help them and reminded God of his promises. God listened to Moses and did not destroy Israel.
Moses acted as the mediator—the person in the middle—between God and his people. One day God would send Jesus to become our mediator—to stand between God the Father and us, taking our punishment. Unlike Moses, who sinned, Jesus could stand in our place to take our punishment because he never did anything wrong.
Today, Jesus still stands in the middle in heaven praying for us. Each time we sin, he reminds his Father that he died for all our sins so we can be forgiven.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for sending Jesus to be our mediator and to stand in the middle for us.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Exodus 32:15–35.
Think about It Some More
When Mount Saint Helens, a volcano in the state of Washington, erupted in 1980, it blew out sideways and knocked down trees for fifteen miles. Millions of trees were left lying down, all facing away from the blast. After it was safe to return to the area, people went to see the results of the explosion. But even though they had heard reports of the damage, they were shocked when they saw the terrible destruction for themselves.
That’s what happened to Moses when he came down from the mountain. Although God had told him, Moses was shocked to see the terrible way Israel was sinning and breaking God’s commandments. He realized more than ever that his people needed a mediator, so he went back up the mountain to stand in the middle and continue pleading for God to save them.
Moses is a wonderful picture of Jesus. Jesus is our perfect mediator, who died for our sins, rose again, and forever stands between us and God to plead for our forgiveness (Romans 8:34).
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for the forgiveness he shows his people.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Isaiah 53:12.
Think about It Some More
There are a lot of big words in this prophecy, but when you know what they mean it is not too difficult to understand. Isaiah 53:12 is one of the clearest prophetic passages pointing to Jesus. This verse tells us four things about the Savior: 1) Jesus “poured out his soul to death” when he died on the cross for our sins; 2) Jesus was considered to be a transgressor—a sinner; 3) Jesus bore, that is, he took on himself, the sins of many; 4) Jesus makes intercession for the transgressors, which simply means that he stands in the middle praying for us because we are sinners.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus that he was willing to die like a criminal on a cross between two robbers.
WEEK 37 - GOD HAS MERCY ON ISRAEL
Prior to your Bible study, pull your oldest child (or spouse if you have only one child) aside and explain that you are going to use her as a mediator for Bible study. You will use her to communicate with the others. Tell her she can speak on behalf of the others.
Instruct the mediator to call the family together. If one of your children arrives without a Bible, or comes late, or fails to pay attention, suggest a penalty for him to the mediator. Remind the mediator of her appeal rights on behalf of the other children.
Use this exercise to demonstrate what a mediator does. Say, “Moses stood as a mediator for the people of Israel before God. This week, you will learn how Moses interceded on Israel’s behalf before God.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
One day a family decided to go on an outdoor hiking vacation to a clear mountain lake. Since they didn’t know the way, they hired a guide to take them through the forest and up the mountain. Because there were wolves and bears, the guide brought along a gun for protection and carried a special radio to call for help in an emergency.
After hiking for about one hour the family stopped to take a rest and one of the boys wandered off to explore on his own, disobeying the guide’s instructions to stay together. When the boy returned, the guide warned the family that if they didn’t follow his directions he would leave. During their next stop another of the boys wandered off. This time the guide turned to the father, gave him the map and compass, and left to go back to town.
Now imagine that you are that dad. Would you continue on your own and hike to the lake or would you stop and go back? Even though the map can show you the way, you probably wouldn’t want to go without the protection of your guide.
In our Bible story today, we will see that Israel was facing the same problem as the family on the trail.
Read Exodus 33:1–11.
Think about It Some More
God didn’t destroy Israel for making the golden calf, but he did say he would no longer go with them as their guide. God told Moses he would send an angel ahead of them instead. God called Israel “stiff-necked,” which meant they were stubborn and would not listen to God.
When the people heard God’s decision, they were sad. They had come to enjoy seeing God’s presence in the pillar of cloud that rested on the tent where Moses met with God. If God left, who would protect them? What would they do for water or food? God had provided all their needs.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for his Holy Spirit, who lives inside all who place their hope and trust in Jesus.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Exodus 33:12–23.
Think about It Some More
From the moment Israel left Egypt, God traveled with them in the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night. So when Moses heard that God was not going with them anymore, he was sad. Once again he stood in the middle as Israel’s mediator. He told God that his presence was what made Israel different from all the other peoples, and Moses reminded God of his promise to go with his people. God heard Moses’ prayer and agreed to stay with Israel.
Emboldened by God’s answer, Moses asked to look upon God’s face, but he didn’t know that he would die if God were to show Moses his full glory. Sinful people think that they can look at God like they look at anyone else, but the only way we can stand before God in heaven is if our sins have been washed away.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Pray the same prayer that Moses prayed and ask God to go with your family.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Hebrews 12:18–24.
Think about It Some More
Did you notice the writer of the book of Hebrews is comparing Moses with Jesus? The mountain mentioned is the mountain of God where God gathered all his people and gave them his commandments. When God spoke, the people became afraid and asked Moses to talk to God in their place. So Moses became their mediator and spoke to God for them.
This passage tells us that all Christians have a new mediator and his name is Jesus.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for taking our punishment when he was on the cross so we could be forgiven.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Exodus 34.
Think about It Some More
Can you remember a time you asked your parents for a second chance after you disobeyed? In our story today, God gives Israel a second chance. He even gives them new stone tablets with the Ten Commandments written on them and repeats his law and his promises.
When Moses returns from meeting with God, his face is lit up like a light bulb and the people are afraid. Although Moses did not see God’s face, just being in God’s presence is enough to cause his face to glow.
Talk about It
(Parents, think of a time when a policeman let you go with a warning, or someone forgave a debt, or an employer let you try again to do something you failed at.)
Pray about It
Thank God for being slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 16:8–10 and Acts 2:25–31.
Think about It Some More
After Jesus rose from the dead he taught his disciples how the Old Testament pointed forward to him. His disciples in turn taught others what Jesus had told them, and some of what they said was written down and preserved for us to read in our Bibles. That way, we can all learn which passages in the Old Testament point to Jesus.
Today’s story contains one of those passages that point us to Jesus. It says that one day there would be a man who would die, but his body would not decay in the grave and he would come to life again.
In the book of Acts, Peter tells us that David was talking about Jesus rising from the dead way before Jesus was ever born.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God that Jesus did not stay in the grave, but rose again so that we too would one day rise from the dead.
WEEK 38 - THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL COMPLAIN
Purchase a can of vegetables that your children do not like very much and serve it for dinner one night. (Keep your normal dinner hot on the stove on standby.) Give them a larger than normal portion, then see if anyone complains. Once they do, draw them out about what it means to complain, then ask your children to think of a food they would be most likely to complain about if they had to eat a large spoonful of it every day. How might their opinion change if it was the only food they had to eat to avoid starving?
Say, “We, like Israel, often complain about our food. When we read the story of Israel we can be self-righteous and judge them for their complaining, but we often do the very same things. This week you will learn how Moses once again served as a mediator between God and Israel in the midst of their complaining.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that you are walking along a rocky path when all of a sudden you hear a loud rattling noise ahead. Immediately you slow down and cautiously move a step closer to see where the noise is coming from. Then you see it—a large rattlesnake, coiled up on a rock to the right of the path ahead.
The closer you get, the louder the snake rattles. To avoid the danger, you step carefully far around the snake. Today we will read about the warning God gave Israel when they started down a sinful path.
Read Numbers 10:11–13 and 10:33—11:3.
Think about It Some More
When God wanted to move his people to a new location, the pillar of cloud would lift from the tabernacle and start to move. When the cloud lifted, everyone had to stop what they were doing, take down their tents, and pack up everything. God’s people didn’t have cars or buses to ride in; most people had to walk. Each time the cloud lifted there was a lot of work to do.
So, much like we complain, Israel began to grumble about all their troubles. When God heard their complaining he set fire to the ground around their camp as a warning not to complain.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you not to complain today.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Numbers 11:4–17.
Think about It Some More
If you ate oatmeal every day for breakfast, lunch, and dinner for a whole year, you would get pretty tired of oatmeal. That’s what happened to God’s people. They were eating manna for breakfast, lunch, and dinner every day. The people were mostly doing okay, until a few troublemakers started complaining, loudly reminding the people of all the foods they had left back in Egypt.
But the troublemakers never said anything about the cruel slavery that was back in Egypt. Their complaining spread as it was repeated throughout the camp.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for the kind way he cared for Israel even though they were complaining.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Numbers 11:24–29 and Acts 2:14–18.
Think about It Some More
When God’s Spirit fell on the seventy men they began to prophesy. That means God gave them a message to share with the people. Even the two men who missed the meeting at the tent started speaking prophecies back in the camp. When Joshua heard what was happening he wanted to stop them, but Moses said it was okay and told Joshua that he dreamed of a day when God would pour his Spirit on all people so everyone could prophesy.
That is how our story is connected to Jesus. After Jesus rose from the dead and went back to heaven he did exactly what Moses hoped for. He poured out his Spirit on all people, men and women, young and old. Now, every person who believes in Jesus is filled with God’s Spirit.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to pour out his Spirit on everyone in your family so they will place their hope and trust in Jesus.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Numbers 11:31–34.
Think about It Some More
When God tells you that he is going to give you a lot of something, look out because he can really give you a huge amount. In our story, God used the wind to bring in so many quail they were knee deep as far as you could see.
But once again Israel sinned. Instead of trusting God for the quail they needed for each day, especially because there were millions all around them, the people got greedy. They gathered quail all day long. Those who got the least still collected about sixty laundry baskets full. If it takes about 100 quail to fill a laundry basket then each person captured at least 6,000 quail!
When God saw their greed he brought a terrible sickness on those who craved the quail and many died. They named the place Kibroth-hattaavah, which is a Hebrew name that means “graves of craving.”
Talk about It
(Parents, think of a time when something was on sale and you bought more than you needed, or when something was free and you took more than you needed.)
Pray about It
Ask God to help you love him more than anything else.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Malachi 4:1–3.
Think about It Some More
Malachi is the last book of the Old Testament. Malachi was one of God’s prophets. In this passage, Malachi describes the sun, but there is something different about the sun in his prophesy. Instead of shining with light, the sun Malachi is talking about will shine with righteousness or goodness and bring healing and judgment to the earth.
Malachi isn’t really talking about the sun. He is talking about a man, a very special man. Jesus is the sun that Malachi told Israel about. Jesus brought righteousness and healing and takes away our sin.
Malachi compares us in our sin to a calf who starts out life locked in a stall. When the door is opened and the calf is allowed to go out, it jumps for joy in the freedom it has to run around. That is what it is like for us when God sets us free from sin—we jump for joy and celebrate God’s salvation.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for sending his Son Jesus to die on the cross so we can be free from our sins.
Week 39
MIRIAM
Ask your children, “Who of you is the fastest?” (If you have one child, ask about the children in his class or neighborhood. Then ask if the other children ever boast about their abilities or brag about their accomplishments.) Ask, “Who is the best singer?” “The smartest?” “The greatest?”
Help them through these discussions. Hopefully, they will be kind toward one another and the questions will pose some level of discomfort. Be on the lookout for children either exalting themselves, saying “I’m the best,” or humbling themselves, pointing out the strengths of another.
Discuss your observations with your children and share that God lifts up the humble, but he brings down the proud. Say, “In this week’s lessons you will learn how God humbled Miriam because of her prideful complaining.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
A family went to the ocean to enjoy a day playing on the beach. After swimming a while, the younger son began creating a beautiful sand castle. The older two children, seeing their younger brother having so much fun, decided to build their own castle.
As time went on, the younger son’s castle was so fantastic it became the talk of the beach. The two older children rushed to catch up to their brother, but their castle looked sloppy compared to his. They became so jealous of their younger brother’s castle that they pretended to trip and spilled a bucket of water that tore down the left side of his work. But God taught them a lesson, for as soon as they stood up from the staged accident a huge wave crashed onto shore and destroyed their own castle.
Today in our Bible story, we will read how the sin of envy affected Moses’ brother and sister.
Read Numbers 12:1–2.
Think about It Some More
Aaron and Miriam were Moses’ brother and sister. They were upset that he was getting all the attention. They probably were called Moses’ brother and sister all the time. They were envious. They didn’t want Moses to get all the attention. They wanted people to know that God spoke through them too and that Moses wasn’t the only important person around.
So they pridefully lifted themselves up, while they tore Moses down and criticized his choice of a wife. But God heard every prideful word and complaint they brought.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you not sin by being envious of others.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Numbers 12:3–10.
Think about It Some More
Can you remember a time when you won an award or did something that turned out well and you wanted to boast about yourself? Or a time when after a sports game you made fun of the losing team? That is what pride is: boasting about how good we are or making fun of those who are not as good.
Moses had a reason to brag, but he didn’t. After all, Moses met with God face to face, yet we learn that Moses was the most humble man in the world. That is why God’s anger burned against Aaron and Miriam. Even though Moses walked in humility, they were trying to tear him down.
That’s the reason God gave Miriam leprosy, which was a terrible disease. In another place in the Bible, God said that he “opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6). God punished Miriam because in her pride she was envious of a humble man. God defended Moses so he did not need to defend himself.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help us encourage one another, not tear one another down.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Philippians 2:1–11.
Think about It Some More
In our story this week, God called Moses the most humble man on the face of the earth. His humility as a leader pointed forward to a day when God would give Israel a leader with even greater humility.
Jesus put aside (gave up) his glory as the Son of God and came down to earth as a man. Then he died on the cross and took our punishment so we could be forgiven. That is the most humble thing anyone has ever done.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you show humility like Moses and Jesus did.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Numbers 12:11–16.
Think about It Some More
Once again Moses acted as a mediator for Israel. Remember that a mediator is a person in the middle. Aaron and leprous Miriam were on one side; God who judged her was on the other; Moses was in the middle. Aaron pleaded with Moses to ask God for mercy, so Moses prayed.
God heard Moses’ prayer and healed Miriam, who then had to remain outside the camp for a week to show she was healed and not contagious. When Miriam was healed, Israel could move to a new place.
Talk about It
(The Bible tells us that pride “goes before destruction” [Proverbs 16:18]. See if you can remember a time when you fell after giving in to pride.)
Pray about It
Thank God for his mercy toward Miriam and toward us to forgive us for our sins.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Haggai 2:20–23.
Think about It Some More
In ancient days, a king’s signet ring was very important. It was engraved with the special mark of the king and was a symbol of his authority and power. When the king made a law, he would drip hot wax on the paper and press his ring into the hot wax, leaving the mark of his ring. If you had the paper sealed by the king’s ring, it was as good as having the king there saying it himself. Everyone had to honor what it said.
Haggai, the prophet who wrote our Bible passage today, said that Zerubbabel, a king in David’s family line, would become the signet ring of God. Now Jesus is not a ring you can put on your finger, but he is the answer to this prophecy. Jesus’ words carried the same power and authority as God’s words because Jesus was God. Just as a signet ring carried the authority of the king, so Jesus carried the authority of God the Father. That is why Jesus said, “If you knew me, you would know my Father also” (John 8:19), and “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30).
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for coming to earth to show us the way to God.
WEEK 40 - ISRAEL SPIES OUT THE LAND
Send your children into your backyard or another location if you don’t have a backyard. Or if the weather is poor have them look through the back windows of your home. Tell them you want them to observe and report as much as they can. If they see any animals or people, you want to know all about it. Give them a two-minute time limit, and say you are going to give a prize to the spy who can give you the most information.
Reassemble in two minutes and interview them for their details. Award a prize to the person who brought back the most information. (If you have only one child, write down three or four things you can see. If he gets them all, award him a prize.)
Say, “This week you will learn about the spies whom Moses sent into Canaan and the reports they came back with.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
While on vacation, a father took his three-year-old son swimming for the first time. The little boy didn’t mind splashing his toes in the shallow children’s pool and even worked up the courage to walk in the knee-deep water. But every time he looked over at the adult pool, he became afraid. The water was so deep that he saw the people disappear under the surface when they swam.
The next day, after about an hour in the children’s pool, the dad picked up his son and began walking over to the adult pool. “Daddy is going to take you swimming with him,” the father told his son. But as soon as they got close and the boy saw people jumping in and swimming underwater, he became afraid and started to cry. The father tried to reassure him by telling him that as long as he was with Daddy he was safe, but the little boy cried all the louder.
Sometimes fear keeps us from trusting. That is what happened to Israel in our story today.
Read Numbers 13:1–3, 17–33.
Think about It Some More
There was one important thing the fearful spies forgot. They forgot about God’s power. God said he was going to give them the land. Even though the cities had high, thick walls for protection and even though the people seemed as big as giants, no one could stop their all-powerful God.
Caleb didn’t think Israel was strong enough to win battles all by themselves either. But he didn’t forget about God, and he knew Israel could win with God on their side. The ten fearful spies made a terrible mistake when they forgot about God. Anytime we are afraid, a good question to ask is, “Have I forgotten about God?”
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you remember him when you are afraid.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Numbers 14:1–10.
Think about It Some More
When you see how quickly the bad report of the spies spread through all of Israel you can understand why God earlier punished his people for complaining. What started out as a bad report among a few, ended with many people saying God was trying kill them and would leave their wives and children to die alone. Some even suggested they pick a new leader who could take them back to Egypt.
It got so bad that, when Joshua and Caleb defended God, the people picked up stones to throw at them. They would have killed them if the glory of the Lord had not appeared to save the two courageous spies.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you have the courage and faith to trust him like Joshua and Caleb did.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Numbers 14:11–24.
Think about It Some More
Once again Moses stood in the middle for his people and prayed to God saying, “Please forgive the sins of your people, according to your great steadfast love.” God granted Moses’ prayer because Moses prayed for the one thing that could save Israel: God’s steadfast love and forgiveness.
Although God didn’t allow Israel into the Promised Land, he forgave Israel because he knew that one day his Son Jesus would stand in the middle as their true mediator and die on the cross for their sins. Centuries later, in a letter to Timothy, the apostle Paul called Jesus the one true mediator (1 Timothy 2:5) who stood in the middle between sinful man and a holy God. Even as Moses prayed, God saw ahead to the day when he would send his Son.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Think of some of the ways that you have sinned. Confess them to God and ask him to forgive you and take your sin away.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Numbers 14:26–45.
Think about It Some More
If you are baking a cake and accidentally mix into the batter a cup of salt instead of a cup of sugar, there is nothing you can do to save your cake. You have to throw it away and start all over again. Once the salt is in it, no amount of pretty icing on top can hide the bad taste.
In our story today, Israel’s disobedience was like putting salt in the cake. They tried to make up for their sin by going into the Promised Land by themselves and attacking the Canaanites. But there was no way they could change the fact that they had disobeyed. By going in without God, they only added to their sin. The Canaanites defeated them because God did not go with them.
We can’t cover over our sin by doing things. The only way to cover our sin is by believing in Jesus who shed his blood to cover our sins. But Jesus doesn’t cover over our sin like icing covers a salty cake—Jesus actually takes our sin away.
Talk about It
(Parents, help your children think of an area of their lives where they struggle and repeat the same sins again. Help them identify with Israel.)
Pray about It
Tell God that you know your good behavior won’t get you into heaven. Then ask him to help you trust in Jesus who died to take the punishment for your sin. His death takes your sin away so you can go to heaven.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Zechariah 2:10–12.
Think about It Some More
In this passage, God promised through a prophecy of Zechariah that he would dwell (live) among his people. But then it goes on to say that God would also draw other nations to join Israel and they would be God’s people too. This would have been very strange for Israel to hear because they believed God loved only Israel. They would have wondered how God was going to draw foreign nations who worship idols into God’s family.
Jesus provides the answer of Zechariah’s prophecy. As the apostle John wrote in his gospel regarding Jesus, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt [lived] among us” (John 1:14). With “many nations,” Zechariah is pointing forward to a day when Jesus would make a way for people of every nation, language, and tribe to be saved. The salvation of Jesus Christ is available to everyone. Through Christ, people of every nation are today being gathered to become the people of God. In the end, God will live among people of every tribe and nation in heaven (Revelation 5:9).
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for keeping his promise by sending his Son Jesus to die for our sins and filling everyone who believes with his Holy Spirit.
WEEK 41 - MOSES DISOBEYS GOD
Gather your children and bring along two pieces of paper. Tell your children you are going to act out two scenes with the paper and you want them to describe each one.
Take the first piece of paper and fold it back and forth, slowly and carefully, every half inch or so, to form a fan. Ask the children to describe your actions and attitude. Begin to do the same with the second piece of paper, but pretend to get frustrated as you try to fold it. After a few sloppy folds, crumple the paper into a ball and angrily throw it down. When the children describe this last demonstration they should connect it with anger.
Talk about how our attitudes often affect the result of what we try to accomplish. If we are careful, we get a good result. If we are careless or angry, we do not. Ask the children if they have seen this at work in their own lives. Say, “This week you will see how Moses’ anger resulted in him disobeying God by taking things into his own hands.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that we send out for two pepperoni pizzas from a local pizza delivery place; let’s call it Pizza Express. When the pizzas arrive, we notice they have mushrooms on them instead of pepperoni. Reluctantly we eat the pizzas.
The next time we send out for pepperoni pizza, instead of changing restaurants and ordering from, say, Tony’s Pizza, we order again from Pizza Express. This time, instead of pepperoni, we get sausage and green pepper. Two weeks later, instead of pepperoni, they deliver anchovies and ham pizzas.
When you call them back and complain, they offer to send you free pizzas. When they arrive they are not pepperoni either. This time they send you broccoli and ham pizzas. How many times would you order from Pizza Express before you gave up on them and changed to Tony’s Pizza?
In today’s story, Israel is complaining again, but no matter how many times they complain, God never gives up on his people.
Read Numbers 20:1–5.
Think about It Some More
Reading this story in the Bible is like watching a remake of an old movie. When you heard today’s Bible story you may have thought, Hey, we already did this one. But no, this is yet another time when Israel complains about not having water to drink.
Israel is on the edge of the Promised Land, a fertile land with plenty of water, but because they disobey, God leads them back into the wilderness. Instead of asking God for water, they again complain and long for Egypt. Their attitude is an insult to God, who had rescued them from slavery.
Talk about It
Pray about It
List some things that you or others you know need; then present your requests to God.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Numbers 20:6–9.
Think about It Some More
When the people complain, Moses and Aaron go to the tent of God and fall on their faces. Many other times when Israel had sinned, Moses had prayed to God for them, but this time all Moses can do is fall down before the Lord. Even though he doesn’t say a single word, God knows what Israel needs. God tells Moses to speak to the rock, promising that it will produce water for his people and their animals.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for knowing what we need even before we ask.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Hebrews 4:14–16.
Think about It Some More
Even though Moses was Israel’s leader, he wasn’t perfect; he was a sinner like the rest of the people. Tomorrow we will see how Moses disobeyed God. When Israel sinned, Moses called out to God for them, but when Moses sinned there was no one to call out to God for him. Moses needed a Savior.
The writer of Hebrews tells us that with Jesus we have a priest who is perfect and never sinned even once. A priest is someone who stands in the middle for sinners and offers up prayers and sacrifices so God will not punish them. Jesus offered up his life as a sacrifice for our sin so we can be forgiven. Because Jesus never sinned he is able to lead all his children into a better promised land, called heaven.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise the Lord for preparing a place for us in heaven, and ask him to return soon.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Numbers 20:10–13.
Think about It Some More
Instead of speaking to the rock as God had commanded, Moses strikes the rock with his staff in anger. This is a serious sin against God. First, Moses disobeys God because he is angry with the people, calling them “rebels.” Second, Moses and Aaron take credit for producing the water when they say, “Shall we bring water for you?”
Because of his sin, God doesn’t allow Moses into the Promised Land either. Even though Moses was a godly man, he was still a sinner. That means that even Moses needed a Savior.
Talk about It
(Parents, this is a great time to confess how sometimes you get angry when your children disobey.)
Pray about It
Ask God to show mercy to the people you know who do not believe in Jesus and help them to believe and trust in him.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Malachi 3:1.
Think about It Some More
Hundreds of years before John the Baptist and Jesus were born, Malachi gave this prophetic promise to his people. Mark, who wrote one of the Gospels, said that John the Baptist was the messenger, whom Malachi and the other prophets had spoken about, who would come to prepare the way for Jesus.
John the Baptist told the people to turn away from their sins and be baptized. This would prepare them for the more powerful prophet whom God would send, who would baptize them with the Holy Spirit. Soon after, Jesus himself came to John to be baptized at the start of his ministry.
Because of prophecies like this one, Israel began to look for the day when God would send someone to help them. By the time Jesus came, some people in Israel were waiting for his arrival.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for giving us hints in the Bible that tell us that God always had a plan to save his people by sending his Son Jesus.
WEEK 42 - GOD HEALS ISRAEL WITH A BRONZE SNAKE
Prior to your Bible study, list several complaints you could make about your life. Try to list small, petty things like the weather being too cold or too hot or that you don’t have enough time or money to do everything you could ever possibly want to do. When you gather your children together, pretend to have a little pity party for yourself and rattle off your complaints.
Ask the children to describe what you were doing, and tell you whether it was good or bad. Help them to see that when we complain and grumble, we have forgotten about God and his blessings. Say, “This week you are going to read about another instance of Israel’s complaining.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
The air force is one of the army’s best friends in a battle. Imagine that ten soldiers are walking along a road when they notice three hundred enemy soldiers marching toward them in the distance. The ten quickly run and hide in a nearby stone house. They can’t fight three hundred enemies by themselves, so they call for help. They are near the ocean and not too far offshore is an aircraft carrier full of warplanes ready to go. Within seconds of their call the ship sends six fighter-bomber planes to help them.
The enemy commander sees the men run into the old house and thinks he has them trapped, so he gives the order for his men to attack. But before the enemy soldiers can get close to the house, the fighter planes come to the rescue and scare the enemy soldiers away.
In today’s story, Israel’s enemies make a mistake. They think they can defeat Israel, but they don’t realize that Israel has a friend to help them in battle, someone even better than the air force—they have God!
Read Numbers 21:1–3.
Think about It Some More
For once, instead of complaining when they need help, Israel calls out to the Lord instead. The last time they had fought a battle, they’d lost because they had tried to fight without God. Remember the story? After God told them they were not allowed to go into the Promised Land, they decided to go in and attack anyway and lost the battle. But this time they do it right.
Talk about It
Pray about It
As a family try to think of at least one thing you need God’s help with, then pray and ask God for help.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Numbers 21:4–6.
Think about It Some More
There is no guarantee that if we obey God today we will also obey him tomorrow. We need God’s grace to follow him every day.
Not long after their deliverance from King Arad, the Israelites began to complain again. Instead of asking God for help like they did before the fight, they complained about the lack of water and about food they didn’t like. Because of this, God punished them by sending poisonous snakes to bite them.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to forgive you for the sins you repeat over and over again.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Numbers 21:7–9 and John 3:9–15.
Think about It Some More
Even though Israel sinned, God provided a way for them to escape his judgment. God told Moses to put a bronze snake up on a pole. All those who complained and were bitten by the real snakes could look up at the bronze snake to be healed and saved from death.
Later, in another part of the Bible, the apostle John explains that God used the snake on the pole to point to Jesus. Just as the people were healed who looked upon the snake, so we are saved from death when we look to Jesus who was lifted up on the cross.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for being willing to be lifted up on the cross to die so we could be forgiven.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Numbers 21:10–20.
Think about It Some More
After the people of Israel looked up at the snake on the pole and were healed, they continued their wandering in the wilderness. When they needed water to drink, God provided a well for them. And in this part of the story, there is no record of Israel complaining.
Though Israel had been quick to say that God was leading them into the wilderness to die, that wasn’t true. God provided everything they needed to follow him. The problem with Israel was that they often loved food and water more than God, and they quickly complained.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Make a list of the things you want to ask God to provide, then lift those requests up to God.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Malachi 3:2–3.
Think about It Some More
Remember that the first verse of this chapter in Malachi is speaking about John the Baptist announcing the ministry of Jesus. In today’s verses, Malachi tells Israel that Jesus will come to purify his people so they can bring offerings or gifts of righteousness or goodness to God.
But there is one big problem. How is God going to take away the sin of his people so that they will be pure and able to bring God gifts of righteousness? Well, if you know the gospel, you know the answer. Malachi is talking about what Jesus will do by living a perfect life and then dying for our sins on the cross. When Jesus died on the cross, he took the punishment for the sins of everyone who trusts in him. Then Jesus gives them his perfect life in exchange for taking their sins.
That’s how sinners get the righteousness Malachi is talking about. It is not about our goodness; Jesus gives us his own goodness as a free gift.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to purify your heart and take away your sin.
WEEK 43 - RAHAB’S HELP
Collect two steel washers, a penny, a saltshaker, a skillet or cooking pan, a plate, and a fork. You will also need three ice cubes. Once you have everything together, call your children into the kitchen.
Take the ice cubes out of the freezer and place them on the plate. Tell your children that the ice cubes are the enemy, and you want to see what will melt them the quickest. Place the steel washers in the skillet on the stove and turn it on high. Then have one of the children place the penny on the first ice cube. Have another child liberally shake salt on the second. Finally, bring the skillet to the table and, using the fork, slide the two washers onto the last ice cube. Which ice cube melts the fastest?
Say, “This week, you will learn how God’s fame among his people caused Israel’s enemies to melt—with fear.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that we are about to go on a trip to the ocean to swim. When a friend hears about our trip, he warns us to be careful of the jellyfish because they can sting. Then, on the way to the ocean, we turn on the radio and hear the announcer say, “If you’re headed to the beach today, make sure you keep an eye out for jellyfish because they have a painful sting.” Finally, when we arrive at the beach, we see a sign that reads, “Danger! Jellyfish Present at High Tide.”
Guess what we would be looking out for when we got to the water. That’s right, jellyfish. When something is repeated to us again and again it gets our attention.
Listen as we read today’s story to see what God is repeating to Joshua.
Read Joshua 1.
Think about It Some More
Israel spent forty years wandering in the desert until every last person who had rebelled against God was dead, even Moses. By that time, the children had grown up and, when God gave his command to Joshua, they were ready and filled with faith to take the land. The good news is that God promised to go with them and give them every inch of ground they walked on.
Can you imagine playing in a baseball game and the Lord told you that every time you stepped up to bat you would hit a home run? Wouldn’t that be exciting! But what if you then had to face the world’s fastest pitcher who was throwing 100-mile-an-hour fastballs? It could be a little scary. You would need to be strong and courageous and stand at the plate and swing. Even though God said he would give you a home run, you would still have to swing the bat.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to give you a strong faith to trust him like Joshua did.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Joshua 2:1–7.
Think about It Some More
The account of the spies in Jericho has all the excitement of a good spy movie. There is a manhunt, a beautiful woman, sneaky tricks, and quick escapes.
In a spy movie, the good guy always wins in the end because the story is written that way. But unlike an author’s fictional characters, God writes his stories about real people. So, even though Rahab hid the spies under the flax and sent the king’s men on a false chase, it was really God who hid the spies and sent the king’s men away. He wanted it to happen that way. God is in control of all things, everywhere, all the time. So if we trust God and put our faith in him, we can be sure he is in control and will take care of us.
That is why the two spies from Israel could enter Jericho, an enemy city, with such confidence. With God in control they didn’t have to worry. Their confidence was not in themselves, a pocketful of gadgets, or a fast car to get them out of town. Their confidence was in the Lord.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for the way he is in control of all things.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Matthew 1:1–6.
Think about It Some More
You may not have heard it on the first go-round, but there is an interesting name listed in the family tree of Jesus—someone from our Jericho spy story. Listen as I read the passage again, and raise your hand when you hear a name you recognize from the story.
When the two spies were hidden under the flax by Rahab, they had no idea she was going to play a key role in God’s saving plan. As we will see in the rest of our spy story, Rahab and her family are the only survivors after Jericho is destroyed. Rahab joined God’s people and became the far-off grandmother of King David, who was the far-off grandfather of Jesus. So that means that Rahab was the far-off grandmother of Jesus.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for saving Rahab so that Jesus would one day be born.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Joshua 2:8–24.
Think about It Some More
In the first weeks of studying the Bible, we learned how God promised to bless all nations through Abraham. Rahab’s life gives us a hint of that promise because she is not an Israelite, yet she trusts in the Lord, and God uses her in the family line leading to Jesus.
Even though Rahab was not an Israelite, she had a strong faith in God’s plan. She told the spies, “I know that the LORD has given you the land,” and asked that she and her family be saved when the Israelites invaded Jericho. The spies promised that if she didn’t turn them in, her whole family would be saved.
Talk about It
(Parents, think about the story and come up with your favorite part and why. Thinking about Bible stories and what you like best about them forces you to think more carefully about the story.)
Pray about It
Ask God to help you to trust in him when it is difficult like Rahab did.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Isaiah 41:8–14.
Think about It Some More
There are many promises in this prophecy from Isaiah. In it, God calls the children of Abraham his friends and tells them that he will not cast them away. He will be their God to strengthen, uphold, and help them; and in battle the Lord will give them victory.
Now, if you were an Israelite listening to Isaiah’s words, you would really be encouraged. But there is a hidden promise in this prophecy too. The last verse we read tells them that God is their helper, but then it says that a “Holy One” is going to come from Israel as their “Redeemer.” Isaiah’s words came true when the angel came to Mary.
The angel said Jesus was the Holy One whom God promised to send (Luke 1:35). Later, when the demons met Jesus, they called him the “Holy One of God” (Luke 4:34). So you see, Isaiah was talking about Jesus and pointing to a day when he would come.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for paying our penalty on the cross and bringing us victory over sin and death.
WEEK 44 - JERICHO FALLS
Find something to use as a pretend trumpet: a length of pipe, hose, or even the cardboard roll from paper towels can work. Bring your trumpet, along with a few blocks to stack up. Place the blocks one on top of the other in the middle of a table; then gather your children.
Walk around the table seven times blowing your trumpet. After the seventh time, give the loudest blast of all, and ask your children to give a shout. They are going to think you are crazy, especially if you have older children. After you and the children give a shout, look to them and say, “That proves it.” When they ask you, “Proves what?” tell them it proves that it really was God’s power—not the trumpets or the shouting—that knocked down the walls of Jericho, because your blocks remained standing.
Say, “This week, you will learn of God’s awesome power in the defeat of Jericho.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
What would it be like if you could control the flow of a river with a traffic light? Instead of building a large bridge over a river or a tunnel under it, you could install the special light, push a button, and the river would stop flowing so you could walk or drive across. Once you were safely on the other side, the river would start flowing again.
We know that it is impossible to control the flow of a river with a traffic light, but opening up a river is not impossible for God. That’s what he did to the Red Sea when Israel fled from the Egyptians, and that is what he does in today’s Bible story.
Read Joshua 3.
Think about It Some More
Rahab told the spies that the people of Jericho melted with fear when they heard how God opened up the Red Sea. Imagine what the king of Jericho thought when his spies returned with new reports of Israel’s God parting the waters of the Jordan River and all Israel advancing to their city!
The Jordan was a raging river at flood stage; no army would dare try to cross it until the dry season. When the people of Jericho heard reports of the God of Israel opening up the flooded river, they would have really melted with fear.
The city of Jericho had huge, thick walls, but if the God of Israel could split open the Jordan River at flood stage, all of Jericho would have feared he could do the same to their city’s walls.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for his mighty power that pushed back the waters of the Jordan River.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Joshua 4:1—5:1.
Think about It Some More
God cares about the children and grandchildren of his people. The Passover celebration was set into place so the children of Israel would never forget how God had rescued his people from the last plague. In the same way, God gave the children of Israel a reminder of the day their fathers crossed over the Jordan River into the Promised Land.
Even though those stones are gone now, we have something even better than those twelve stones: we have God’s Word that tells the whole story of the crossing for us to read.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for bringing Israel safely through the Jordan River.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Joshua 5:10–15.
Think about It Some More
How would you like to be the commander of an army getting ready for battle, when all of a sudden a strange soldier you have never seen before slips through your security force and stands beside you with his sword drawn, looking ready to cut you down? You would want to know if he was a friend or an enemy!
That is exactly what Joshua wanted to know. As soon as he heard the Lord identify himself as the commander of God’s army, Joshua fell on his face.
By jumping ahead to the last book of the Bible, we can find out just who this mystery commander was. The last book of the Bible describes Jesus as the commander of God’s army (Revelation 19:11–19). It tells us that Jesus has a sharp sword, which he will use to strike down the nations. His robe is dipped in blood and the words “King of kings and Lord of lords” are written on it.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Follow Joshua’s example and take time to worship and praise Jesus as the mighty commander of God’s army.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Joshua 6.
Think about It Some More
As Israel approached the great walls of Jericho, the watchmen would have called out, “Here come the Israelites. They have crossed the Jordan and they are marching upon our great city.” With that, all the people of Jericho would prepare for battle. But instead of attacking Jericho, Israel only marched around their city.
Imagine the confusion inside the city as the watchmen reported that Israel wasn’t attacking. The people inside the city heard the trumpets of Israel sound, then stop. The Bible doesn’t tell us what the people inside the city were thinking, but by the seventh day of this some in Jericho may have laughed, “Do they think they are going to destroy our great walls with their trumpets?”
But when the walls came tumbling down, the people of Jericho were not laughing anymore. By defeating Jericho this way, everyone in Israel would know that their victory came by God’s power, not the strength of their army.
Talk about It
(Parents, can you think of a time when God gave you a job or provided something you needed that you didn’t work for?)
Pray about It
Thank God for the way he saved Rahab and thank God for saving us.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Zephaniah 3:14–20.
Think about It Some More
Anytime our punishment is taken away it is a time for rejoicing. Let’s say that Dad gets stopped by a policeman for speeding. At first everyone in the car would be sad. But if the policeman decided to give Dad a warning instead of a ticket, everyone in the car would rejoice.
In today’s Bible passage, Zephaniah is calling Israel to rejoice and celebrate because the Lord has taken away the judgments against them. Zephaniah tells them that they never have to fear again because the King of Israel is with them. When Zephaniah tells Israel that God has cleared away their enemies, he is referring to battles like the one at Jericho; but he is also pointing forward to a day when Jesus would clear away our greatest enemies: sin, death, and the judgment of God.
Jesus was the mighty one who Zephaniah said would save Israel, and Jesus is the one who saves us from punishment too. That is why we should rejoice with all of our hearts.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for defeating our enemies, and pray that Jesus returns soon to destroy all evil.
WEEK 45 - ISRAEL AND AI
Plan your Bible study for the end of dinner. Prepare a special dessert. Collect a straw or stick for each person in the family, and cut one of them an inch shorter than the others. When you bring out dessert, also bring out the straws. Show your children that one of the straws is shorter than the rest, and explain that the person who draws the short straw will be the first to get dessert.
Mix up the straws, hiding their length in your closed fist so the shorter one is hidden among the others. Have each person choose a straw, then compare their lengths to reveal the person who was chosen by lot to get dessert first. Repeat this exercise with one fewer straw each time (but always include the short one) until everyone is served.
Then explain to your children that this week God will have Israel use lots (similar to drawing straws) to find a thief.
DAY ONE
Picture It
There once was a family who planned a birthday party for their grandfather. The day before the celebration, the mom made a chocolate birthday cake. Early the next day, the family discovered that the cake was missing a slice.
The mother called her children into the room and lined them up. One by one she stood in front of them and asked them if they took the cake. When she came to the last child, a five-year-old boy, she said, “You are the one who took the cake.” Then she sent her oldest daughter to check his room for a knife and a dish. Soon the girl returned with a crumb-covered knife and plate, which she had found hidden under his bed.
The children were amazed and wondered, How did Mom know? Later she told them she saw a bit of chocolate in the corner of her little son’s mouth. She could tell the cake had been cut with a knife, but since no crumbs were left on the table she guessed that he used a plate to carry the cake away.
In our story today, a man name Achan stole a bar of gold and 200 silver coins and hid them in his tent. He thought he’d gotten away with the theft, but God knew exactly what he’d done.
Read Joshua 7:1–12.
Think about It Some More
A good detective can solve a crime using clues. That is what the mom in our story did when she discovered the clue of the chocolate in the corner of her son’s mouth. But God is more amazing than a good detective. He doesn’t need any help from clues because he knows everything.
God told Israel to destroy Jericho, but to save the silver and gold for him. Even though Achan hid the gold and thought he had gotten away with his theft, God knew what he did. Because God knows everything, he didn’t need a single clue to know what happened. We might be able to hide our sin from people, but we can’t ever hide our sin from God.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you remember he knows everything, and that it is useless for you to try to hide your sin.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Joshua 7:13–26.
Think about It Some More
God used lots to find Achan—and to show his great power to Israel. Not only did he know who stole the devoted things, God was also able to control the lot—each time the lot was taken, it fell to Achan’s group. First Achan’s tribe was chosen, then Achan’s clan, and finally his family.
Did you notice that each time they picked lots they were getting closer to Achan, but he didn’t confess until the very end when he was found out? The whole time, he was trying to hide his sin, hoping the lot would fall on someone else. It could have gone differently for Achan if he had confessed his sin and asked God for mercy. Because he hid his sin, God punished him.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help each person in your family confess their sins and ask God for his mercy.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Joshua 8:30–35.
Think about It Some More
Tomorrow we will read how Israel attacked Ai again and won. But we skipped over the battle today because our connection to Jesus comes after the battle. When the fight was over and Israel had won, Joshua built an altar to the Lord with uncut stones. That meant he used only stones he found and didn’t shape them with chisels into blocks.
Once he had carefully stacked the stones to make an altar, he sacrificed a peace offering to God. The animal sacrificed as a peace offering pointed forward to a day when Jesus would die for our sins and take away our punishment so we would have peace with God. God commanded that an altar be made of uncut stones to remind us that all our work is sinful; even the cutting of stones for his altar was affected by our sin.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you obey his commands, not hide your sin like Achan did.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Joshua 8:1–29.
Think about It Some More
If you have ever been caught in a sudden storm without an umbrella, you know that there is no way to stay dry unless you run for cover. But if you are in the middle of a field with nowhere to go, there is no protection for you and you get soaked.
That’s kind of what happened to the people of Ai. All of Ai was lured out into the open wilderness beyond the protection of the city walls. After setting the city on fire, the men of Israel attacked from all sides, and the army of Ai had nowhere to run. Israel defeated Ai with the Lord’s help.
God allowed the first attack on Ai to fail because Achan had stolen the devoted things. But this time God was with Israel in battle, and no army can defeat Israel with God on their side.
Talk about It
(Parents, an ambush is a surprise like when you hide some of your army then bring them out for a surprise attack. If you get the opportunity, wait for one of your children around a corner and snatch them up in your arms when they walk by, explaining that you ambushed them to give them hugs.)
Pray about It
Ask God to help you remember that it is always best to trust in him.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Jeremiah 33:14–15.
Think about It Some More
Do you remember the code word “branch” and what it means? That’s right; anytime we read in the Bible about a righteous branch springing up from David, we know that it is referring to Jesus.
In this Bible passage, Jeremiah tells us that Jesus will execute (bring) justice and righteousness. The way Jesus brought righteousness was to live a perfect life and die on the cross for our sins. Now everyone who believes in Jesus can have their sins removed. But for all those who refuse to believe in him, a day will come when Jesus will return to execute justice and punish them. In that day, everyone who refused to believe will be cast into the fires of hell.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for keeping his promise to send a king from the family of David who would become our righteousness.
WEEK 46 - GOD CALLS GIDEON
Into a paper bag, place just enough rope to fill the bottom. Then gather your children. Ask them, “If I told you there was a snake in this bag and I wanted you to put your hand in without looking, would you do it? What fears would you have? What would give you confidence to do it anyway?” They will likely say that any confidence to put their hand in the bag would come from trusting you as their parent. In effect, they are drawing their faith from your past faithfulness to them.
Now, tell them to go ahead and put their hand in the bag. Tell them that it is safe but dramatize things a little, pretending you are trying to keep a snake from coming out. In the end, have a child pull out the rope, your pretend snake.
Say, “This week you will learn how God worked out his plan using a fearful man.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
There once was a boy whose grandfather kept honey bees in a field next to his house. He called the field the ball diamond because it was nice and flat and the children loved to play baseball on it. But he always warned the children not to play ball near the bees.
One day a group of children didn’t obey the rule. The batter hit a foul ball high in the air in the direction of the beehives. The young boy playing third base ran to catch it and crashed right into one of hives. Immediately a swarm of bees flew out of the hive and started stinging him and the others who were playing in the field, so the children ran away. That day they learned how important it is to obey the rules set in place to protect us.
In today’s story, we will see the consequences that came upon Israel because they didn’t obey God’s rules.
Read Judges 6:1–10.
Think about It Some More
When God gave the Promised Land to Israel, he gave them one important rule to follow: destroy the idol worshipers who live in the land. God gave them this command so they would not be led astray to worship false gods (Deuteronomy 20:16–18). But unfortunately, Israel did not obey the Lord and, as God predicted, they turned away from him and worshiped the idols of the Canaanites.
Because Israel walked away from God, he allowed their enemies to grow strong and attack Israel so they would return to God. The idol-worshiping Midianites attacked Israel and took their crops and animals. When the Israelites cried out to God for help, he sent a prophet to explain to them that they were suffering because they did not obey God’s laws.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help each person in your family to trust and obey God.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Judges 6:11–16.
Think about It Some More
Isn’t it interesting that God chose one of the weakest men of Israel to save them from the Midianites? When the Lord appeared to Gideon, he was hiding from the Midianites inside a winepress grinding wheat.
By choosing the weakest man of Israel, God made sure that everyone would know it was really God’s power that had saved them.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to reach out to you and call you as a part of his wonderful plan.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Judges 6:17–24.
Think about It Some More
When the Angel of the Lord burned up the basket of food and disappeared, Gideon realized it was God and was afraid and thought he would die. But God called out to Gideon to comfort him.
Even though Gideon was a sinner and deserved to die, God didn’t kill him because Gideon was a part of God’s plan to save Israel. Each time God saved Israel he was preparing the way for Jesus to be born.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for the wonderful mercy he showed us in saving Israel through Gideon.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Judges 6:25–40.
Think about It Some More
When the people discovered that Gideon tore down the altar to Baal, they were angry and wanted to kill him. Joash, Gideon’s father, stopped them and said that if Baal was a real god then he could punish Gideon himself. But since Baal was a false god, nothing happened to Gideon.
Baal was a god that people made up, not a real God like the Lord. Anyone can make up a false god and carve a statue, but only the true God can fight his enemies.
Talk about It
(Parents, think through Gideon’s actions. He broke down the altars at night and set out the fleece multiple times. What do you think you would have done?)
Pray about It
Praise God for answering Gideon’s prayers; praise him for being a real, live God that we can trust.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Jeremiah 33:16.
Think about It Some More
Last week we learned that this part of Jeremiah’s prophecy talked about Jesus as the righteous Branch. Today Jeremiah says that Jesus the Lord is our Righteousness. Remember, righteousness is goodness. That is important because as sinners we have lost our goodness or righteousness, and righteousness is the very thing we need to be able to go to heaven and live with God.
That is why Jeremiah’s prophecy is good news. God is promising that he will give his people who are sinners God’s righteousness so they can go to heaven.
Now we know, from reading the story of Jesus, that the way God gave us his righteousness was by sending Jesus to live a perfect life on earth in our place. Then Jesus traded with us. He took our sins and gave us his perfect life.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for giving up the awesome glory of heaven to become a man like us to save us.
WEEK 47 - GIDEON’S VICTORY
For this exercise, find something very heavy. The ideal object would weigh too much for your youngest child to lift, but be light enough for your oldest child to lift. (If you are working with only one child, pick something too heavy for him or her to lift without your help. If you have a stronger child, pick a larger piece of furniture like a sofa.)
Ask for a volunteer to carry the object from one end of the room to the other. Say, “Let’s see, who would be perfect to carry such a heavy object?” Then choose your youngest child. When the child cannot pick the object up, add your strength so the two of you move it together.
Explain to your children that you wanted to pick someone who could not boast in her own work, but would need your help to complete the task. Say, “This week you will see how God used Gideon as a deliverer in a way that would show God’s power and give God the glory.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that our family takes a trip with another family and stops at a hotel for the night. After checking in, Dad asks for help with the luggage. You and two others volunteer to carry the suitcases up to your rooms, but Dad tells the others that you and he can handle the job without them. Now, you were already wondering if the five of you could handle the nine suitcases, but with just you and Dad there is no way you can carry the bags up in one trip.
After the others turn to go up in the elevator, you follow Dad off to the left; he comes out of a small room with a huge luggage cart on which the suitcases fit easily. As you roll the luggage over to the elevator, you realize that the cart was Dad’s plan all along.
In our story today, God sends most of Gideon’s army home. We will have to see what God has in mind for these 300 men. Certainly he can’t think they will be able to defeat a whole army.
Read Judges 7:1–8.
Think about It Some More
When the Bible mentions tens of thousands of people, it can be hard to imagine how many people that is. To make it easier to understand, think about it this way. When Gideon called the men of Israel to fight, so many men answered his call that you could have filled a whole baseball stadium with them.
With such a large army, the Israelites would think they had won the battle by their own strength, without God’s help. But God wanted them to know he was the one who brought them victory in the battle. So he told Gideon to send most of them home. That way, all Israel would know that their victory came because of God’s strength, not because of the size of their army.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for the wonderful way he teaches us to trust in him.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Judges 7:9–15.
Think about It Some More
Now, it is easy to say you are going to defeat a whole army with only 300 men, but imagine what Gideon thought when he saw how large the Midianite army was. There were so many soldiers that it looked like a swarm of locusts—way too many soldiers to even count. Gideon was probably thinking that he needed all the men God sent home.
Even though God called him and had answered Gideon’s prayer about the fleece, Gideon still did not trust God. But instead of leaving Gideon, God helped his weak faith again. God sent him to spy on the enemy and hear what they were saying. God was already planning to defeat the enemy, and he knew how to encourage Gideon for the fight. After hearing the fearful soldiers talk, Gideon finally realized God would help him.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Take time to ask God to help you with your most difficult challenges. Consider praying for family and friends who seem very far from God or something else that seems like a really big need. If God could do all he did through Gideon to save Israel, he can answer prayers for the things we need too.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Judges 8:22–35.
Think about It Some More
Not long after the battle, Gideon fell into sin. Although Gideon told the people that God should be their king, Gideon asked the people to bring him an offering of gold. Gideon also took many wives, like the pagan kings of his day would do.
Gideon made a golden ephod (a vestlike jacket or breastplate) from the gold that the people gave him and he put it up in his own city for everyone to see. Now the priests of Israel were the ones God said should wear a golden ephod to show their special position. So Gideon’s ephod confused and distracted the people from their worship of God. Instead of paying attention to God, they all came to look at Gideon’s ephod.
As soon as Gideon died, the people returned to worship false gods again. God used Gideon to save Israel in battle, but Gideon, being a sinner, could not save them from their sin and he led them astray. One day, however, God would raise up another Savior—Jesus—who would not fall into sin, but would lead God’s people to righteousness.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you love him more than anything else in the world.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Judges 7:15–25.
Think about It Some More
If you have ever been alone at night and heard a strange noise, you know how quickly a person can become afraid. It is different when it’s light outside. If a coat slips off a hanger in your open bedroom closet in the daytime, you can see that it is only a coat. But if that same coat slips off the hanger at night, it could look like there is someone crouching down in your closet.
So you can imagine, when Gideon’s men broke their jars and sounded their trumpets in the black of night, the enemy soldiers didn’t know what was going on and began to panic. They drew their swords, and God confused them so much that they started fighting each other. In the black of night they didn’t realize they were killing each other. Then Israel chased after them and won the battle.
Talk about It
(Parents, think back to growing up. When were you the most afraid? Did you panic?)
Pray about It
Thank God for saving Israel and showing them his power by using so few men to defeat the enemy.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Jeremiah 33:17.
Think about It Some More
We know from the past two lessons that Jeremiah is talking about Jesus in this part of the Bible. (If you would like to, reread verses 14–16.) In today’s verse, God promised Israel through Jeremiah that they would always have a king on the throne of David.
Hundreds of years later, the people of Jesus’ day remembered what Jeremiah said. They knew that Jesus was born in the family line of David, and they saw that he was a great teacher and had power to perform miracles. That is why some of them wanted to make Jesus their king.
But they didn’t realize that Jesus had a different plan. They were right to think of Jesus as the king Jeremiah talked about, but Jesus didn’t come to sit on a throne here on earth. Jesus came to defeat sin and death, and then to sit on a throne in heaven where he would rule over God’s people forever, just as Jeremiah said would happen.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help each person in your family to believe and welcome Jesus as his or her king.
WEEK 48 - GOD GIVES SAMSON STRENGTH
Snip a small lock of hair from you or your spouse and place it in a plastic bag. Pass it around to your children and ask, “How could growing long hair make a person strong?” Your children will probably look at you as if you’re a bit crazy. Perhaps some of them will remember the story of Samson in the Bible. The correct answer is that hair, all by itself, cannot make a person strong.
This week we will read the story of Samson and how God told his mother not to cut his hair. Samson’s hair wasn’t the key to his strength—God was. Samson’s hair was a sign that he was following God’s plan. The power wasn’t in the hair; the power was in God.
DAY ONE
Picture It
Did you know that God invented superheroes? Superman and Spider-Man are not in the Bible, but God did create a man named Samson and gave him superhuman strength to win battles against the Lord’s enemies.
If you could have one superhuman ability, which one would you choose? Super strength would probably be close to the top of the list for most people, right alongside flying. Today we will learn about one of God’s superheros and how he got his superpowers. He couldn’t fly, but he did have superhuman strength.
Read Judges 13:1–5.
Think about It Some More
Even though God’s people were disobeying God and not calling out to him for help, God had a plan to save them from their enemy, the Philistines. God appeared as an angel of the Lord to the wife of a man named Manoah and promised to give her a son who would begin to save Israel from the Philistines. God told her that this boy would be a Nazirite.
A Nazirite was a person who gave his life in service to God. God gave Manoah’s wife three instructions for raising her son: don’t let him drink wine, don’t let him eat anything unclean, and don’t ever cut his hair.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for showing his love to Israel even when they were not calling out to him.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Judges 13:6–18.
Think about It Some More
It is easy to believe in something you can see, but it takes a lot more faith to believe in something you can’t see. Even though Manoah didn’t see the angel of God who visited his wife, he believed her and then prayed for God to send the man again.
When the angel of God returned, Manoah believed what he said and wanted to know his name so that after it all came true he could honor the man.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Use some of the names of God in prayers to thank God for all he does. For instance, you could thank God for being our Father in heaven, the Creator who made the earth, and our Savior who rescued us from sin.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Judges 13:19–25.
Think about It Some More
Did you ever notice how sacrifices (the killing of animals as an offering to God) seem to be a part of nearly every Bible story? In the story we are reading this week, Manoah wanted to prepare a meal for the angel of the Lord, but the Lord asked him to kill an animal as a burnt offering instead. Then when Manoah presented the offering, God burned it up in a blaze of fire.
The reason there are so many animal sacrifices is because they all point forward to Jesus. Each time an animal was sacrificed to God, it pointed forward to the day when God would sacrifice his only Son for our sins.
As soon as God burned up the offering, Manoah realized that it was God and not an ordinary man who had visited them, and he thought their lives were in danger. But his wife knew that if God had intended to kill them, he would have already done it. God burned up the offering, but he let them live.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for dying on the cross for some of the specific sins you have done in your life. For example, you might thank him for dying on the cross to take away your angry attitudes toward your mom.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Judges 14:1–9.
Think about It Some More
Years have passed in our story. Manoah’s wife had a baby boy and she named him Samson. We don’t know anything about Samson’s childhood because the story jumps to when he is a young man. The Lord is with Samson and has given him super strength. But instead of being a humble and godly man, Samson is proud and disrespectful.
Talk about It
(Parents, think back to growing up. Did you know someone who was really good in sports or a particular academic subject, but who was proud and boastful about what they could do? Explain how we should always remember that it is God who gives us our gifts and not use them to puff ourselves up.)
Pray about It
Thank God for the way he helps you every day even when you sin.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Jeremiah 33:18 and Hebrews 7:23–25.
Think about It Some More
Last week we read how Jesus fulfilled the promise made in Jeremiah 33:17. That verse says that a descendant of David will be king of Israel forever. In a similar way, verse 18 tells us that there will always be a priest to offer sacrifices for the people.
Back when God gave his law to Moses, God said that whenever the people sinned and deserved to be punished, they should bring a lamb to the priest for him to kill. The priest would offer a sacrifice up to God to make a payment for their sin. The lamb would be killed in their place.
When Jesus came, he became a priest for us all. Only, instead of a lamb, he gave up his own life as the perfect sacrifice for us. So Jesus is both the priest who offers up the sacrifice and the lamb who died in our place.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for serving as our priest forever in heaven. The wounds on his hands and feet tell God the Father that the punishment for our sin was paid by Jesus.
`Bring a large stack of books and call your children together. Ask an older child to stand up and hold out a hand, palm up, waist high. Place the books on his hand until he can’t support the load and the books fall.
Then ask one of your younger children to try. Place one hand under the smaller child’s hand while you load the books with the other. Load the full number the first child held and then add more. Then celebrate the smaller child’s victory.
Someone will say the test was not fair because you helped. Agree that the only reason the smaller child won was because of your help. Then repeat the exercise with your older child so he is able to do it with your help too.
Say, “This week you will see that Samson did not learn the lesson that God was the source of his strength until after he lost his powers. Samson’s pride was his greatest enemy.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that your best friend has a beautiful white cat named Princess who looks so fluffy that you want to pet her. After asking your friend for permission, you walk over slowly to pet the cat. At first the cat purrs loudly and her fur feels so soft, but then out of nowhere she hisses and whacks your hand with her paw to scratch you. Quickly you move your hand away.
The next time you go to your friend’s house the cat is lying in the same place and you decide to try to pet her again. After a couple of purrs, the cat changes moods and tries to scratch you. Once again you escape without harm, but this time you feel the sharpness of her claws across the back of your hand. If, on your third visit, the same thing happens, you would stop trying to pet the cat no matter how soft her fur looked and felt.
In our story today, Samson did not learn his lesson. Even though Delilah was tricking him and turning him over to the Philistines again and again, he did not leave her.
Read Judges 16:4–14.
Think about It Some More
By this time in our Bible story, Samson has overpowered the Philistines with great feats of strength and has become the ruler over Israel. But he has also become very proud of his strength and very confident of himself.
The Philistines, on the other hand, are tired of being ruled by Samson, and they don’t like him very much. So they offer his girlfriend Delilah a huge amount of money to betray Samson and see if she can discover the secret of his great strength.
Three times Delilah asks Samson to tell her what makes him so strong, but each time Samson tells her a lie. When the Philistines rush upon Samson he defeats them easily. But Samson’s pride blinds him so that he is unable to see Delilah as a traitor.
Samson isn’t trusting in God to help him. Instead, Samson trusts in his own strength to save him. God has blessed him with superhuman strength to save Israel, not to play games with Delilah.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Confess where you have pride in your life and ask God to help you grow in humility.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Judges 16:15–22.
Think about It Some More
Samson tries to “pet the cat” one too many times and this time he gets “scratched.” Samson’s pride blinds him to Delilah’s traps so, after she pressures him, Samson tells her about his Nazirite vow not to cut his hair. Delilah knows that Samson is finally telling her the truth, and after he falls asleep she has his head shaved.
But notice, before she calls the Philistines, Delilah mocks Samson. She doesn’t really care for Samson; she only wants the money. Samson’s strength disappears with his hair, and he cannot stop her from turning him over to the enemy.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to forgive you for the things you love more than God.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Judges 16:23–31.
Think about It Some More
As now-blind Samson is led into the banquet hall, the Philistine rulers mock God. Although Samson was blinded by the Philistines, God has used his defeat to open the eyes of his heart to see his pride. Samson’s defeat by the Philistines has helped him realize that God is the real source of his strength.
Now, with his hair growing long again, Samson has reason to think his strength has returned. But this time, instead of trying to fight the Philistines by himself, he calls out to God for help. This is the first time Samson calls on the Lord before a fight.
God answers his prayer and Samson’s awesome strength returns to him one last time. In the end, Samson gives up his own life to save Israel by destroying their enemies. That is what Jesus did for us—he gave up his life to destroy our enemies.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for forgiving Samson and restoring his strength one last time.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Hebrews 11:32—12:3.
Think about It Some More
Some stories end with, “And they lived happily ever after.” Here in the book of Hebrews, there is a wonderful ending to Samson’s sad life.
For the first part of his life Samson was a bad example, but at the very end Samson turned away from his pride and gave up his life for God’s people. Because of that, Samson finished well and his life points us to Jesus. Even though Samson had many failures, he is named in the book of Hebrews as a hero of our faith. The men and women listed in this part of the Bible trusted God through some difficult trials. The writer of the book of Hebrews tells us about them so we can follow their example.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for giving us so many wonderful examples of faith, especially Jesus.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Ezekiel 34:20–24 and John 10:14–15.
Think about It Some More
A long time before Jesus was even born, Ezekiel, a prophet of God, spoke of a shepherd who would be born into the family line of David. Instead of caring for sheep, this shepherd would watch over God’s flock, his people. Ezekiel said that he would feed and protect them from all harm.
But Ezekiel never mentioned who the shepherd was. It is not until Jesus explained that he was the Good Shepherd that Israel learned who Ezekiel was talking about. Jesus was the one who laid down his life for God’s sheep, the people of God. Jesus was the shepherd born into the family of David whom Ezekiel had prophesied about. If we trust in Jesus, we become a part of his flock too.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for being our shepherd and for laying down his life for the sheep.
WEEK 50 - RUTH
Bring your children together and ask them if they know who their grandmothers are. Then ask if they know who their great-grandmothers are (or were). You may need to explain what a great-grandmother is. Share a story from when you were a child about one of your grandmothers (their great-grandmothers). One fun exercise is to share that their great-grandmother lived in a time before many familiar modern conveniences and inventions. If you have a photo of your grandmother, show it to them.
This week, you will learn about King David’s great-grandmother. Her name was Ruth.
DAY ONE
Picture It
Think of the three most special things you own. Can you name them? Now imagine that while you are away visiting relatives a tornado whips through town and slams right into your house, destroying it. All three of your most special things are carried away and lost forever. How would you feel if that happened?
In our story today, we will read about a woman who lost the three most special things she had: her husband and her two sons. All three were killed, leaving only her son’s wives.
Read Ruth 1.
Think about It Some More
After Naomi’s husband died, her two sons had to care and provide food for her. But after they both died there was no one to care for Naomi. Apart from God, Naomi lost the three most important things she had. Without her husband and two sons, she would be forced to beg in the streets. That is why she decided to go back home to Israel where at least she had a hope that someone from her own people would reach out with care.
Her daughters-in-law (her son’s wives), Ruth and Orpah, had family they could go live with now that their husbands were dead. That is why Naomi told them to return to their families. But one of them, Ruth, loved Naomi so much she refused to leave. As part of Naomi’s family, she had given up the false gods of the Moabites and wanted to make Naomi’s God, the God of Israel, her God too.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Pray for each of the people in your life who are teaching you about God.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Ruth 2.
Think about It Some More
Often people say they got lucky when good things happen to them that they did not plan. If you and a friend are walking along on a hot day and you find a dollar on the ground, and then you pass a man who is selling drinks for a dollar, you might say to your friend, “This is my lucky day.” Or if Mom dropped her fork in the trash can, only to find that her car keys had been accidentally thrown away, she might say, “It’s a lucky thing I dropped my fork in the trash can so I could find my car keys.”
But when you understand that God is in control of all things, you realize that there is no such thing as luck. All things happen exactly the way God planned them. It is much better for us to thank the Lord for his provision when we are blessed, rather than say we got lucky.
It wasn’t luck that Ruth happened upon Naomi’s relative Boaz’s field—it was God who led Ruth there. And it was God who brought Boaz along at the very same time that Ruth was there. These things didn’t happen by accident, chance, or luck; they were planned by God.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Make a list of the things that people you know need; then ask God to provide for them.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Ruth 3.
Think about It Some More
In yesterday’s story, when Ruth returned from gleaning in Boaz’s fields, Naomi told her that Boaz was one of their redeemers. Naomi knew that if a person’s land was sold because he needed the money, God said that someone in the family should redeem it or buy it back for him. God also told Moses that if a woman in Israel lost her husband, one of her husband’s brothers should marry her (Deuteronomy 25:5–6). Naomi wanted Boaz to redeem them and marry Ruth so they could be cared for again.
This picture of a redeemer is meant to point us to Jesus. The Bible tells us that Jesus is our Redeemer (Luke 1:68). By his death, he purchased our salvation so we could live with God in heaven. The Bible also tells us that Jesus is a bridegroom and all the people he saves are his bride.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for redeeming us so we can live with the family of God in heaven and never have to be alone.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Ruth 4.
Think about It Some More
Boaz was not the first person in line to redeem Naomi and marry Ruth. There was another man who was a closer relative who first had to refuse to redeem them before Boaz could marry Ruth.
Boaz wanted to marry Ruth, so he reminded the other man that there would be a high cost to buy back their land and redeem them. He told him that if he didn’t want to spend so much money, Boaz would gladly redeem them instead. The other man quickly agreed to allow Boaz to redeem Naomi and Ruth. On the spot, Boaz announced that he would buy Naomi’s field and marry Ruth!
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for sending his Son Jesus, and ask God to help you to love the Lord with all of your heart.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Isaiah 54:5–7.
Think about It Some More
In this passage, Isaiah compared God’s people in their sin to a woman who needed a redeemer. He encouraged Israel by saying that the Holy One of Israel would be their redeemer.
These words were written for us as well. God would send a redeemer for us, too. We know from reading the Bible that Jesus is the one Isaiah was talking about. Jesus was even called “the Holy One of God” during his ministry. So, long before Jesus was even born, Isaiah foretold a day when Jesus would come as the redeemer of God’s people.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for the way he used the prophets to tell Israel about Jesus, long before he was even born.
WEEK 51 - GOD HEARS HANNAH’S PRAYERS
As parents, we often pray for our children, but sometimes we don’t think of telling them about those prayers. Did you pray for your son or daughter before he or she was born? Perhaps you asked God for a safe delivery. Or perhaps you’ve prayed recently for your children that God would draw them to himself and save them.
Take time today to share with your children some of the prayers you’ve prayed for them. Perhaps you would also like to pray for your children at the beginning of your Bible study. Share your prayers with your children to encourage them. If you have multiple children, share about a different child each day. Say, “This week you will learn how God answered Hannah’s prayers.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that you know a family that buys expensive birthday gifts for their children every year. The kids are always bragging that their birthday presents are better than yours. When you got a bike for your birthday, they said their bikes were faster. When you got a baseball glove, they showed you theirs, signed by professional baseball players, and said yours was a cheap one. How do you think you would feel when they made fun of the gifts you received?
In our Bible story, today a man named Elkanah has two wives. One of them makes fun of the other, which causes her to be very sad.
Read 1 Samuel 1:1–11.
Think about It Some More
When someone is making fun of us there are two different paths we can take. One is to get angry and maybe say bad things back. The other path is to pray and ask God for help.
In today’s story, Hannah prays. Instead of saying bad things about Peninnah, Hannah calls out to God, asking him to give her a son. Not only is God going to answer her prayers, but he will also use her son as a great prophet in Israel.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you respond like Hannah when you don’t get what you want.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read 1 Samuel 1:11–23.
Think about It Some More
God doesn’t always give us what we want, even if we pray real hard for it. But in our story today, God answered Hannah’s prayers and gave her a son. Hannah loved God and remembered her promise to give her son to God. So as soon as her son was finished nursing, she planned to take him back to Eli the priest to serve the Lord at the tabernacle.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Pray for the requests mentioned in the last question.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read 1 Samuel 1:24—2:2.
Think about It Some More
Hannah keeps her promise to God and brings her young son to Eli the priest to serve the Lord at the tabernacle. After giving her son to Eli, she sings praise to God. Her song sounds a lot like the prayer Mary sings after learning that she is going to have the baby Jesus. Mary says, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior” (Luke 1:46–47).
Both Hannah and Mary see God as their Savior, and God gives special sons to each of them. Samuel grows up to be a great prophet and priest. God uses him to anoint David as king over Israel. Mary’s son, Jesus, grows up to bring the salvation both women pray for. By dying on the cross, Jesus takes Hannah and Mary’s sins away.
If we believe in and place our trust in Jesus, he will take away our sins too. Then we can sing a song that says God is our salvation, just like Hannah and Mary did.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you trust him like Hannah did. Then ask him for the things someone you know needs.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read 1 Samuel 2:12–21.
Think about It Some More
Even though Hannah gave up her son Samuel, the Lord blessed her with three more sons and two daughters. God also blessed Samuel, who served the Lord faithfully with Eli.
While Samuel grew stronger in his love for God, Eli’s sons were wicked men. They didn’t love the Lord and were stealing parts of the offering that did not belong to them. They were not afraid of the bad consequences that come to those who disobey God.
Talk about It
(Parents, you could talk about God answering Hannah’s prayer, or Hannah’s faithfulness, or the way that she trusted God.)
Pray about It
Ask God to help you trust in him like Samuel did.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read 1 Samuel 2:10 and Revelation 6:10.
Think about It Some More
The last part of Hannah’s powerful prayer points forward to Jesus. Hannah spoke of an anointed king who will be used by God to judge the whole earth. That is exactly what God tells us Jesus will do on the Day of Judgment. On that day, Jesus will judge the secrets of all men’s hearts (Romans 2:16). Hannah also called God’s judge his king and his anointed. Both of these also point to Jesus.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Pray a prayer modeled after Hannah’s. Think of the things that God says he will do in the Bible and put them together in a prayer. For instance, you could pray that God would save all his children, destroy sin, and live as King in heaven forever.
WEEK 52 - GOD CALLS LITTLE SAMUEL
Call your children together and ask them if anyone has seen a pizza delivery guy come to the house. When they say no, repeat the question, saying you want to make sure they didn’t see a pizza guy around. When they say no again, explain that you started feeling hungry for pizza an hour ago, so there must be a pizza guy coming with pizza. Tell them you think the pizza guy will come just because you want some pizza. Ask if they agree. Play along for a while, but then agree that the pizza guy would never deliver a pizza unless you ordered one.
Say, “That is the same with us. Unless God calls us, we would never come to him. This week we will learn how God took the initiative and called little Samuel.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
There once was a family that lived next to an apple orchard. Every summer they watched beautiful apples grow from little green balls into big red apples. The owner of the orchard told them that they were free to collect any apples that fell to the ground, but he asked them not to pick any apples off the tree.
The boys of the house, Bob and Tom, didn’t care about the rule. They didn’t like the apples that fell to the ground, so they picked the best apples off the trees instead. Although their father often corrected them, he loved the taste of the sweet apples they brought home. The boys knew that if they brought some of the apples home to their dad, they wouldn’t get into trouble. The dad scolded them, but because he ate the apples too, his poor example spoke louder than his words. In the end, he was just as guilty as his sons were for stealing the farmer’s apples.
In today’s story, we will read how Eli ate the meat his sons stole from God. Although he corrected them, his poor example spoke louder than his words.
Read 1 Samuel 2:12–17, 27–36.
Think about It Some More
During the time when Samuel was a young boy serving the Lord, most of Israel was disobedient to God. Eli’s sons, Hophni and Phinehas, didn’t care about God and stole meat from the Lord’s sacrifices. The priests were permitted to have some of the meat for their families, but Eli’s sons were taking the best parts of the meat before the sacrifice was even offered up to God. That meant they were stealing what belonged to God. And Eli ate it too.
Instead of punishing them on the spot, God was kind to Eli and his sons and first sent a prophet to warn them. The prophet told Eli that he was honoring his sons above God by eating the meat they were stealing.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Confess your sins to God and ask him to forgive you.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read 1 Samuel 3:1–14.
Think about It Some More
Even though it was rare in those days for God to speak through a prophet, God sent one to Eli. But after hearing the Lord’s warning, neither Eli nor his sons turned away from their sins. Eli didn’t remove his sons from serving as the Lord’s priests, which he should have done, and he said nothing about the meat they were stealing from God. So in our story today, the Lord called to young Samuel and gave him a second warning for Eli.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you turn away from your sin after the first warning from your parents.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read 1 Samuel 2:35–36 and Hebrews 7:20–25.
Think about It Some More
The high priest in Israel was the man who offered sacrifices in the presence of God for the sins of the people. But we know from our story that Eli and his sons were not faithful priests. That means they were not careful to obey God.
When God sent the prophet to warn Eli, he said he was going to raise up a faithful high priest. That message was about Jesus. Jesus is the faithful high priest God raised up to replace the sinful high priests of Israel. Did you notice the prophet said the faithful high priest would serve as a priest forever? Jesus is the only one who fits that description. All the other high priests were normal men who died.
Jesus was a special high priest. He didn’t offer animals to cover sins—he gave his own life as an offering to God. Now Jesus lives in heaven and the nail marks in his hands speak of his sacrifice to God the Father in heaven forever.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for being our faithful high priest forever. Thank him for dying on the cross as our sacrifice.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read 1 Samuel 3:15–21.
Think about It Some More
The morning after God spoke to Samuel, Eli persuaded him to tell him everything. Even after hearing of God’s coming judgment, Eli did not turn away from his sins. He could have confessed his sin and removed his sons from serving at the tabernacle. Instead, Eli gave up, did nothing, and waited for God’s judgment to fall upon him.
God’s word to Samuel came true: the iniquity (the sin) of Eli’s house would never be atoned for (taken away and forgiven). Because Eli did not turn away from his sin, nor did he call out to God to save him, his sin would never be forgiven.
Talk about It
(Parents, think of how you may have handled the situation better than Eli and then give your children some ideas of what Eli could have done, the least of which was remove his sons from serving God in the temple.)
Pray about It
Pray for any friends and relatives who you know are not following God, and ask God to change their hearts.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 94:1–4 and Acts 17:30–31.
Think about It Some More
Many Old Testament passages, such as Psalm 94, speak of God as a judge over the wickedness of man. In the New Testament, we learn that Jesus is the judge that these Old Testament Scriptures are pointing forward to. That means that Eli and his two wicked sons Hophni and Phinehas will stand before Jesus on the final day of judgment.
In fact, we will all stand before Jesus on that day. The Bible tells us that he will separate all those who believed in God’s plan and called out for forgiveness, from all those who rejected God and did not call out to him. Each time we read a psalm that talks about God as a judge, we should remember that we are all sinners who deserve to be judged.
But there is good news for everyone who believes in Jesus! The good news is that Jesus stood in our place and took the punishment for everyone who calls on him to be saved.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God that he has made a way for us to escape his punishment so we can live in heaven with him.
WEEK 53 - THE GOD OF ISRAEL CANNOT BE CAPTURED
Look for a smooth rock or a small piece of scrap lumber. Using a permanent marker, draw a face on it. Tell your children that you are doing an experiment to see if you can make it talk. Explain that to do this you have drawn a face on the rock, giving it a mouth. Take a vote to see how many believe it can talk. They will, of course, all say it cannot talk.
Remind them that people made idols out of wood and stone and then worshiped them as gods even though they could not talk, could not hear, and had no power. But we serve a God who speaks to us through his Word, listens to our prayers, and is powerful enough to save us from our sin!
Say, “This week you will learn how our living God is more powerful than idols.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
A young boy was going away to camp for the very first time. He brought a tent, a sleeping bag, extra clothes, food, a flashlight, and a number of other items. By the time he finished setting up his tent, it was already getting dark. It was a long walk to the bath house and he was a little afraid of the dark, so he double-checked to make sure his flashlight was in his backpack.
By the time he had stowed his belongings in the tent, it was time for the flashlight. He pulled it out of his backpack. But as he took a step away from his tent in the darkness and turned on the flashlight, nothing happened. He’d forgotten the batteries. Without batteries, the flashlight had no power.
Today in our story, Israel is going to find out that God’s ark (not Noah’s boat, but the box the Israelites carried through the wilderness) had no power apart from God’s presence, just as the flashlight wouldn’t work without batteries.
Read 1 Samuel 4.
Think about It Some More
The Israelites made a big mistake. They thought the ark could help them win a war without God. The ark was only a fancy wooden box that had no power by itself. God, not the ark, was the power of Israel. It is true that God’s presence and his power did rest on the ark; that is why God told the people not to touch the ark and why they had to carry the ark with long poles. But this time, the Israelites used the ark like it was a god or a good luck charm.
They found out soon enough that the ark could not save them in battle without the power of God. In the end, Israel lost thousands and thousands of men—along with Hophni, Phinehas, and Eli. It all happened just as God had told Samuel it would.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank the Lord for the ways that he helps your family, and ask God to be with you in the challenges you will face today.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read 1 Samuel 5.
Think about It Some More
The Philistines made a big mistake capturing the ark of God. They treated it like a false idol and placed it alongside the statue of Dagon in their temple. When they returned the next day and found their idol of Dagon on the floor, they probably thought it was an accident. But when they came in the following day, they must have been shocked to see their god Dagon on the floor again, with his hands and face broken off. Then when large lumps (called tumors) began to grow on the Philistines’ bodies, they really began to fear that the ark was the cause of their problems.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise the Lord, for he is the one true God; all other gods are idols.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Normally we connect our story to Jesus today, but we are going to save that for tomorrow’s reading.
Read 1 Samuel 6:1–16.
Think about It Some More
Even though the Philistines thought God was punishing them, they wanted to be sure, so they set up a test with a couple of milk cows and a cart.
The Philistines knew that if you take a cow away from its newborn calf and hitch it up to a wagon, it will turn around and go back to its baby and carry the wagon along with it. So the Philistines thought that if the ark, which they set on a cart hitched up with milk cows, went back to the barn, they would be okay. But in our story, after the Philistines hitched up two milk cows to the wagon, they left their calves and took the wagon straight back to Israel.
When the wagon reached Israel, the men of Israel who saw it celebrated by offering a sacrifice to God for bringing the ark back home.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for returning to Israel and keeping his promises even though the Israelites sinned against him.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read 1 Samuel 7:1–11.
Think about It Some More
We waited until today to connect our story to Jesus because of the lamb Samuel offered up to the Lord as a sacrifice. Samuel’s offering of the lamb was a picture of Jesus, the Lamb of God, who died on the cross to save us from our sins.
While Samuel was doing this, the Philistines were marching against Israel to attack. But because Israel confessed their sins and offered up a lamb, God remembered his promises to Israel and turned against the Philistines and defeated them.
Every time we see a lamb sacrificed for sinners in the Bible, it should remind us of God’s plan to send Jesus to die on the cross in our place.
Talk about It
(Parents, we give up a lot to follow the Lord. We don’t do what we want without considering whether it is pleasing to God. For example, you might like to keep all the money you make for yourself, but instead you give some of your money to the church.)
Pray about It
Ask God to help you love him more than anything else in your life.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Isaiah 52:10 and Luke 2:25–32.
Think about It Some More
In our story this week, the Philistines were afraid of the God of Israel because they heard how he saved Israel from the Egyptians (1 Samuel 6:6). In the passage we read today, Isaiah told Israel that a day was coming when the whole earth would see God’s salvation.
It was Jesus who brought the salvation Isaiah spoke about. When Mary and Joseph brought Jesus into the temple as a small baby for his dedication, they met an older man named Simeon. Simeon recognized Jesus as the Savior of the world, and he announced that the salvation Isaiah foretold was going to come through their little baby.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Tell God how different things in the world can’t save us. For instance you could pray, “God I know money cannot save me. I know I can’t work my way to heaven.” Then thank God that he gave you Jesus, our salvation.
WEEK 54 - ISRAEL DEMANDS A KING
Prior to your Bible study this week, purchase for your children a selection of small treats—things you would not normally have. Hide the treats around your home in places where a set of lost keys might be found. Put your keys in your pocket.
Then call your children together and ask them to help you look for your keys. As they look around they will find the treats. Have them place the treats in a pile and keep on looking. At some point, pull your keys out of your pocket and say that you found them, that they were in your pocket the whole time.
Explain that you wanted them to find the treats, not the keys. Say, “This week you will learn how Saul went on a search for donkeys, but God intended him to find the prophet Samuel instead.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
A young boy received a plastic model car kit for his birthday. There were thousands of little pieces that had to be glued together, so the boy’s mom suggested he wait for his dad to help.
At first the little boy was happy to wait, but when he thought about his friends and all the cars they displayed on their bedroom dressers, he longed to have one for his dresser. Knowing how much fun it would be to glue the parts together, he begged his mom to allow him to do it himself. His mom warned that he could make a mistake that would be difficult to fix, but the little boy insisted, so his mom gave him the car.
Sure enough, as his mom predicted, the boy soon ran into trouble. He got glue on the wheels, which kept them from turning and then put a big glue fingerprint on the front windshield that would not come off. The boy was sad that he didn’t listen to his mother’s warning.
In our story today, God warned Israel against choosing a king, but they didn’t listen either.
Read 1 Samuel 8.
Think about It Some More
Young Samuel, who grew up with Eli at the tabernacle, is now an old man. Under Samuel’s rule as a judge over Israel, God has defeated the Philistines and restored peace to Israel. When Samuel grew old, his sons took over as leaders, but they did not do a good job and the people of Israel were angry. They longed to have a king like the other nations around them. So they asked Samuel to give them a king.
Samuel was upset with their request and warned them that a king would force them to work and would take their money away. He knew that God was their king and warned them against choosing another, but they demanded a king who would fight their battles. This was very sad because God had always fought their battles and cared for them. By asking for a king, they were rejecting God.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for all he has done for you and your family.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read 1 Samuel 9.
Think about It Some More
The story about Saul and his donkeys shows us the wonderful providence of God. Providence is a big word that means that God controls all things and makes them work according to his plan. Nothing happens by accident. Every bird that lands on the ground, every star twinkling in the sky, and every hair on your head is placed exactly where God wants it to be.
God is like a great orchestra conductor directing the musicians in a concert hall. Even though the musicians are each able to play on their own, they all follow the waving baton of the conductor to create beautiful music. That is how God directs everything in our lives. So when Saul’s father lost his donkeys, it didn’t happen by accident—it was directed by the providence of God, as a part of his plan, to lead Saul to Samuel.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank and praise God for his providence (for how he controls all things and makes them work according to his plan).
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read 1 Samuel 10:1–8.
Think about It Some More
When the prophets of God anointed a man to be king, they poured oil on him. The oil was a symbol that God’s blessing, his favor, and his Spirit were upon him. Anytime a man is anointed to be God’s king in the Scriptures, it points forward to Jesus who is called “God’s Anointed” (Acts 4:26).
Even though Israel was rejecting God and wanted a king for the wrong reasons, God could still work that for good. Later we will see that God used their new king, Saul, to defeat the Philistines and save his people.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for his powerful control over everything, even our sin. He is able to make all things work just as he planned.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read 1 Samuel 10:17–27.
Think about It Some More
Once again our story shows us the providence of God at work. Did you notice how God controlled the casting of lots so that Saul was the man chosen? Although it looked like it happened by chance, God is so powerful that he controls everything, even the casting of lots.
Talk about It
(Parents, often the circumstances surrounding how you met your spouse can be a great example of God’s providence because God used it to bring your son or daughter into your family.)
Pray about It
Thank God for giving us his Word to guide us every day.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Daniel 9:24–26.
Think about It Some More
This passage in the Bible sounds like a big riddle when you first read it. But if you look for a few key words, you can figure out that it is talking about Jesus.
First, it tells us about a time when sin will come to an end. Second, it speaks of a day when righteousness (goodness) will last forever. Finally, Daniel tells us about a prince who will come in that day and rebuild Jerusalem (God’s city where his people live). The prince will be anointed, which means he is picked by God to do God’s work.
Jesus is the only one who fits this description. He is “the Anointed One” who can rebuild God’s city, do away with sin, and bring righteousness that will last forever.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for allowing himself to be cut off from his Father in heaven when he took our punishment on the cross.
WEEK 55 - SAUL DISOBEYS THE LORD
Ask your children if they will give you their opinion about a change you would like to make in a recipe for French toast. Explain that the directions say to mix four eggs with a cup of milk, but you were thinking of mixing the eggs with orange juice or, perhaps, vinegar instead of milk, and doing it your own way.
Draw them out as to why that would be a bad idea. Then tell them that the directions say to mix in a teaspoon of cinnamon, but you were thinking that chili powder or mustard might work just as well. When they object, ask them why it is important to follow directions.
Say, “There are often bad consequences when we disobey directions. There are also bad consequences when we disobey God. This week you will hear how King Saul disobeyed the clear instructions of the Lord and what the consequences were.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Termites love to eat wood. If they get into the walls of your house, they can turn your house into sawdust. It is important, if termites come into your home, that you kill them all, especially the queen. If you don’t get them all, they will multiply again and continue eating away at your house.
In today’s story, the enemies of Israel are a lot like the termites. That is why God tells Israel to completely wipe them out.
Read 1 Samuel 15:1–3.
Think about It Some More
The king of Amalek and his people, the Amalekites, were idol-worshipers who rejected the one true God of Israel. They also attacked Israel when they were escaping from Egypt. That is why God gave Saul very specific instructions to attack them and completely wipe them out. God knew that if Saul didn’t destroy them all, they would rise up again to come against his people and lead Israel astray with their idolatry.
When we read that God said all the Amalekites should die, we might think his judgment was too terrible. But God is holy (that means God doesn’t have any sin at all) and because of his holiness he must punish sin. We all deserve the same punishment he gave the Amalekites, but God sent his Son Jesus to take that punishment for everyone who trusts in him. The Amalekites rejected God’s plan and followed idols instead—that is why they were judged.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for sending Jesus so we could escape the punishment we deserve for our sins.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read 1 Samuel 15:4–12.
Think about It Some More
When I tell you to clean your room and pick up everything off the floor, should you obey me or shove half of your stuff under your bed where I can’t see it?
Of course we know that it is not a good thing to shove your stuff under your bed, but sometimes we do what we want instead of obeying. When I say “pick up everything,” I don’t mean for you to push half of it aside.
When God told Saul to destroy everything, he meant everything. By sparing the king of Amalek and not killing all the animals, Saul and his men were disobeying God’s command. Even worse, Saul set up a monument to himself; he was supposed to give glory to God, but he kept the glory for himself.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you to obey his commands every day.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read 1 Samuel 15:13–23.
Think about It Some More
King Saul failed to follow God’s command. God told him to destroy all the animals, but Saul said that he and the men thought they would keep the animals and offer them as a sacrifice to the Lord. It could be that they just wanted to keep them for themselves. On top of that, Saul lied and said he had obeyed God’s command when he really hadn’t.
When Samuel heard the bleating of the captured animals, he knew Saul had disobeyed God. He corrected Saul, telling him that God had rejected him as king. God had anointed Saul as king; however, Saul disobeyed God, failing to deliver his people from their enemies.
When Jesus came as the King of Israel, he did what Saul could not do. Jesus obeyed God the Father perfectly. Then Jesus died on the cross so that our sins could be forgiven.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Think of ways that you have not followed God’s commands, and ask God to forgive you and help you to obey.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read 1 Samuel 15:24–35.
Think about It Some More
Saul did not tell the truth and confess his sin until after Samuel said God had rejected him as king. Only then did Saul admit that he kept the animals because he was afraid to tell the people no. The Bible tells us that the fear of man (fearing what people think of us) can capture us (Proverbs 29:25).
Instead of thinking about what God wanted and what God thought of him, Saul thought more about what the people wanted and what they thought about him. Saul wanted the people to like him, to think he was a great king. That is why he built a monument to himself. Because he didn’t obey God, God was going to give the kingdom to someone else.
Talk about It
(Parents, think of an example of the fear of man. Sometimes we are afraid to share the gospel because we are afraid of what people will think. Sometimes we might join in a sinful discussion because we don’t want to be seen as the “religious one.”)
Pray about It
Ask God to help you to fear God and obey his commands.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Isaiah 28:14–16 and 1 Peter 2:5–9.
Think about It Some More
In this prophecy, Isaiah corrects Israel’s leaders. Instead of trusting God, they have made a bargain with Egypt to help them. Fearing that the Assyrian army was going to attack them, they called out to Egypt for help. They forgot that God is the best help in a time of trouble. Isaiah corrects Israel and warns them by saying they had made lies their refuge instead of God.
Hidden in Isaiah’s correction is a message of hope that points forward to Jesus. Remember that we said the word cornerstone is one of our code words for Jesus. Later in the Bible, Peter confirms that Isaiah is talking about Jesus.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help the people you know to place their trust in Jesus.
WEEK 56 - GOD CHOOSES A NEW KING
Fold up a twenty-dollar bill as small as possible and wrap it up with a scrap of gift wrap. Keep the small package hidden.
Ask your children to imagine that they invite two friends over for a birthday party and both friends bring gifts. The first friend brings a present so large it can barely fit through the door. The second friend brings a very tiny present. (At this point, pull out your tiny present and show them.) What present do your children think they would be most excited about?
Tell them that the big present was filled with happy birthday balloons. The little present, even though it was small, was very special. (Open the gift to reveal the money.) Explain that we can’t tell what is inside a present by the way it looks on the outside.
Say, “This week you will learn that man looks on the outside, but God looks at the heart.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
A father took his young daughter to the zoo for her birthday. First, they went into the reptile house. Though she didn’t like snakes, she could see they were held securely behind thick glass so she wasn’t afraid. Next, they saw a peacock that ran across the path. Although it wasn’t in a cage, the little girl knew that peacocks were gentle so she wasn’t afraid.
But before she got to the next display, she heard the deafening roar of a lion. When she got closer and saw that there were no bars on the lion’s cage, she became afraid. She told her father that the lions were so strong they could swim across the water, climb the high wall, get out, and eat them both. But her father assured her that no harm would come to her. He held her hand and brought her closer to the lions. She was afraid, but she trusted her dad and walked up safely to see the lions.
In our story today, you will see how, although Samuel is afraid of Saul, he trusts God.
Read 1 Samuel 16:1–3.
Think about It Some More
Samuel was not excited when God told him to anoint one of Jesse’s sons as the new king—because Saul, the previous king, was still alive. If Saul found out what Samuel was doing he would be very angry.
Samuel had to give bad news to Saul once before—God was going to rip the kingdom away from Saul. In most countries, if you are part of a plan to overthrow the president or king and you get caught, the punishment is death. No wonder Samuel was afraid.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for the wonderful way he works all things together in his plan to save us.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read 1 Samuel 16:4–10.
Think about It Some More
In our activity this week, we learned that a small present could be more valuable than a large one. It just depends on what is inside. A diamond ring, for example, is very small and could be wrapped in a tiny package, but would still be very valuable. Although a stuffed animal toy would take a much bigger box, it doesn’t cost as much.
When Samuel went to anoint a new king for God, he was thinking that the Lord was going to choose a person who was tall and strong on the outside—like Saul. That was why Samuel thought Eliab, Jesse’s oldest son, would be king. But God wasn’t looking at the outside; God was looking at the heart of a man. He wanted a king who would obey him.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you to be more concerned about what is in your heart than what you look like on the outside.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read 1 Samuel 16:11–13.
Think about It Some More
Once God told Samuel not to look at the outward appearance of a person, Samuel looked more carefully at Jesse’s sons. One by one they were brought before Samuel, but Samuel refused them all, for none of them had a heart for God. When all had passed, Samuel was confused and asked if Jesse had any more sons. Jesse answered that only one son remained, the youngest son, who had been left behind to tend the sheep.
David was young, but he loved God. So Samuel anointed David as the next king of Israel and the Spirit of God came upon him. David became the first king in a line of kings that led all the way to King Jesus. Jesus became the last King in David’s line because he sits upon the throne of David forever in heaven.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to save you from your sin and fill you with his Holy Spirit.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read 1 Samuel 16:14–23.
Think about It Some More
Yesterday we read how God’s Spirit rushed upon David. Today we discover that God’s Spirit left Saul and an evil spirit began to bother him. One of Saul’s servants suggested he find a skillful musician to play for him. David, Jesse’s son, was recommended. When David played his songs on the harp, the evil spirit left Saul.
You may not know that many of the words to David’s songs have been saved for us to read. We don’t have the music, but we still have the words. They are written down in the book of Psalms. Some of the psalms even tell us they were to be sung with stringed instruments playing. One of them, Psalm 61, starts out like this. Read Psalm 61:1–4.
Talk about It
(Parents, share your favorite psalm with your children. If you can’t think of one, consider sharing Psalm 23. It is one of the most familiar psalms and we will be reading it in a later lesson.)
Pray about It
Thank God for saving the words to David’s songs for us to enjoy today.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 95:1–3.
Think about It Some More
Our Bible passage today is a part of one of the songs we talked about from the book of Psalms. We don’t know if David wrote this one, because it doesn’t say, but it sure sounds like one of his songs.
One of the lines says, “Make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.” That leads to a question: Who is the rock of our salvation? If we are supposed to sing and shout loudly to the rock of our salvation, we need to know who this person is.
Peter tells us in 1 Peter 2:6–9 that the rock of our salvation is Jesus. Jesus saved us by dying on the cross for our sins. That should make us want to sing and shout loudly to him.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for Jesus, the rock of our salvation. If you know a song that talks about Jesus as the rock, sing it at the end of your Bible study.
WEEK 57 - DAVID AND GOLIATH
Find a few pea-sized rocks and one larger rock. At the beginning of Bible study, hold up the larger rock and ask your children if they would be afraid if someone came after them with a large rock like the one you are holding. Then hold up a pea-sized rock and ask them if they would be afraid if someone came after them with a rock like that. They will likely think the smaller rock is nothing to be afraid of.
Ask for a volunteer to go and get a pair of their shoes. Place a few of the small rocks in their shoes and have them walk around. Even the smallest of rocks, if perfectly placed, can really hurt.
Say, “This week you will learn how the giant Goliath laughed at young David’s small rocks. But he didn’t laugh for long.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
There was once a young boy who loved to go fishing in the stream down the hill from his home. Each day in the spring, when he finished his school work, he would run for his fishing pole and head out through the backyard. The stream flowed on the other side of a cow pasture behind his house. Crossing the cow pasture saved a lot of time since the farmer’s land ran along the river for a mile. The cows never seemed to mind.
But one day the farmer replaced the cows in the river pasture with his prized riding bull. That day, when the boy walked up to the fence whistling away, the bull came charging to the sound. He stood in front of the boy, stomping his feet and snorting, as though looking for a fight.
The bull stood a good foot taller than the boy and weighed over 1,200 pounds. His legs were like iron and his head was hard like a rock. The boy had heard of the farmer’s bull: he had bucked off the last thirty men who had tried to ride him. The only thing the boy could do was to take the long walk around the fence. Day after day the bull met the boy and refused to allow him to pass.
Today we will read about a Philistine man named Goliath, who stood against God’s people and, like the bull in the story, dared them to come out to fight.
Read 1 Samuel 17:1–10.
Think about It Some More
Goliath was over nine feet tall. That means he could dunk a basketball without jumping. The chainmail he wore on his chest was made of small steel rings linked together, so even if you got close enough to cut him with a sword, it would protect him. It weighed over one hundred pounds. The head of his spear weighed fifteen pounds. (If you want to see how heavy that is, make a stack of books on a bathroom scale until you reach 15 pounds, then lift the stack to see how heavy the head of his spear was.)
Like the bull confronted the boy in our story, Goliath confronted the Israelite army. Goliath dared any man to come forward and fight in the place of all Israel. If that one man lost, then all Israel would be defeated. If that one man won, then Israel would be saved and the Philistines would become their servants.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for bringing us challenges to teach us to trust in him.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read 1 Samuel 17:11–27.
Think about It Some More
You may remember learning in Week 54 that Israel originally wanted a king so he could fight their battles for them (1 Samuel 8:19–20). But here in our story, King Saul is just as afraid to confront Goliath as the rest of the men. Now that God’s Spirit was removed from Saul, instead of fighting Goliath or leading the battle against the Philistines, he is back at his camp helpless to do anything.
But when David heard Goliath defy the army of Israel, he became angry and spoke against the giant.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you trust him like David did.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read 1 Samuel 17:28–37.
Think about It Some More
Who are you most like in this story: Goliath, Saul and the men of Israel, or David? We all would like to think we are like David, but when trials come to us we can struggle to trust God—like the men of Israel did.
The truth is that we are more like the men of Israel than we realize. We all have a giant in our lives—sin. We can’t conquer that giant by ourselves. Like Israel, we need a Savior who will fight and conquer our giant for us. David was the man God sent to save Israel from their enemy, Goliath; and Jesus is the man God sent to save us from our enemy, sin.
David offered to take up Goliath’s challenge to come forward and represent Israel. If he won, Israel would win; if he lost, all of Israel would become servants of the Philistines. Like David, Jesus stood in our place. Now everyone who trusts in him shares in his victory over sin.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for winning the battle over sin and death for us by dying on the cross and rising again from the dead.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read 1 Samuel 17:38–58.
Think about It Some More
If you remember, God corrected Samuel when he chose Jesse’s oldest son as the next king. God told Samuel that man looks at the outward appearance, but God looks at the heart. Then God chose David, the youngest of Jesse’s sons.
Goliath made the same mistake Samuel made when he saw David. He looked at the outward appearance. All he saw was a young boy with no armor and no sword, coming out to fight. What Goliath didn’t know was that David had a heart for God and was trusting the all-powerful God of the universe to go with him. So, filled with faith, David rushed Goliath and brought down the giant with one small stone.
Talk about It
(Parents, think of a time when you were facing a challenge and God helped you.)
Pray about It
Thank God for all the ways he protects you from danger—try to be specific.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 95:3–8.
Think about It Some More
It is easy to read the psalms and miss all the connections there are to Jesus. But if you think about what Jesus did and remember some of what he said, you will begin to see little clues that point to Jesus all throughout the psalms.
For example, Colossians 1:16 says that Christ is the maker of the heavens and the earth, which helps us understand Psalm 95:5. Also, John 10:11 tells us that Jesus is our shepherd, and this makes Psalm 95:7 more meaningful.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you remember that he is a great God and praise him for all that he has made.
WEEK 58 - THE ARK OF GOD
Bring a skillet and a potholder to Bible study, using the potholder as if the skillet were very hot. Ask your children what potholders are used for. (They protect us from injury.)
Ask what would happen if you were cooking and accidentally touched the hot part of a pot or pan. (You would get burned.) What if you’re the president of the United States—would you still get burned? What about a millionaire? The answer is always the same. Anyone, no matter how rich or important, would be burned. If the pan is hot, it cannot be touched safely without the protection of the potholder.
This week you will learn what happened when Uzzah put his sinful hands on the holy ark of God. Because God is holy, no sinner may touch his ark and live.
DAY ONE
Picture It
Nuclear submarines are not powered by gasoline or oil, but by a metal called uranium, a radioactive element. Uranium is so powerful that submarines that use it may never need to stop to refuel. Can you imagine not having to refill a car’s gas tank for ten years?
But uranium has a drawback: it is very dangerous. You can’t touch it without special protective clothing or it could kill you. It doesn’t look dangerous but the radiation coming off of it, which is invisible, could cause you to get very sick and die. That is why people who handle it must be very, very careful.
In a similar way, God told Israel to be very, very careful with his ark because the presence of God rested upon it. Today we will see what happened when a man disobeyed God and touched the ark.
Read 2 Samuel 6:1–10.
Think about It Some More
We have now skipped far ahead in our story beyond the day when David killed Goliath. Saul has died and David is now king of Israel. After becoming king, David wants to move the ark of God into the city of Jerusalem.
But the people who move the ark don’t follow God’s directions. Instead of slipping the carrying poles through the rings in the ark for the priests to carry (1 Chronicles 15:12–15), they put the ark on a cart. They forget that the holy presence of God is on the ark and that anyone who touches it will die (Numbers 4:15). So even though Uzzah was only trying to help when he reached out to steady the ark, he was immediately killed.
Think of it this way: if your shoes were muddy from playing outdoors and you ran into the house across white carpet, you would ruin it. That is why your mom tells you to take off your shoes at the door. Just as your mom protects the carpet from your muddy shoes, so God protects his holiness by judging sin. Sinners were not allowed to touch the ark where the holy, sinless presence of God rested.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God that he is holy, sinless, and all-powerful. God is an awesome God!
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read 2 Samuel 6:11–15.
Think about It Some More
When they captured the ark of God, the Philistines broke out with tumors and became very sick. When the ark stayed at Obed-edom’s, his family obeyed God and did not touch the ark, and God blessed them.
When David heard of God’s blessing he came back for the ark—only this time men carried the ark properly. When David saw that God was allowing him to move the ark to Jerusalem where God’s people lived, he became very excited. God’s presence was going to live with his people again.
Notice that as long as Israel obeyed the word of the Lord there was no need to fear God’s judgment. It is only when we disobey God that we need to be afraid of God and his holiness.
Talk about It
Pray about It
We can joyfully praise God for sending Jesus just as David and Israel did. Jump and sing and shout praises to God for all that Jesus has done to save us.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Leviticus 16:1–9.
Think about It Some More
The passage reveals God’s instructions for what the priest of God was to do around the ark. Notice that when David came for the ark, he was wearing linen clothes and he offered a sacrifice to God as a sin offering.
The sacrifice David offered, like the sacrifices described in this passage, point forward to the sacrifice of Jesus. When animals were killed, they reminded God of his plan to save sinners by giving up his only Son to die on the cross for our sin.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God that we don’t have to sacrifice animals for our sin. Jesus paid the price for our sin, once and for all. Praise God that no more sacrifice is needed.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read 2 Samuel 6:16–23.
Think about It Some More
Sin always separates us from God. In our story today, David dances before the Lord as the ark of God is brought inside its tent. Then David joyfully offers sacrifices to the Lord, obeying the commands God had given Israel for how they should behave around the ark.
Michal, David’s wife (Saul’s daughter), despises him. That is a very strong word to say that she was not happy at all. Maybe she doesn’t love the Lord like David does and thinks he looks foolish. Sadly, her sin blinds her to the joy of God’s ark returning. Instead of rejoicing and drawing near to God, she angrily pulls away.
That is also what happens when we sin today.
Talk about It
(Parents, think of a time you were angry with your spouse or children. Since we are to worship God with joy in all we do, anytime we are angry with someone, we are sinning in the same way Michal did. Perhaps there was a time recently when, on the way to church, you became angry in the car. Instead of being excited to worship God, you were angry with a person.)
Pray about It
Ask God to help you worship him with joy in all you do.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 132:1–14.
Think about It Some More
Psalm 132 was written as a song about David’s plan to make a house for the Lord in Jerusalem and to bring the ark into the city with great rejoicing.
But hidden in the middle of this song is a secret promise: God swore an oath to David that his sons would sit on his throne forever. This promise is secret because Jesus was the way God planned to keep that promise to David. Jesus was the far-off grandson of King David. Jesus became King and sits on the throne forever.
The ark of God is also meant to be a picture of Jesus. When the ark was brought into the city, God’s presence came along with it, and in this way God lived among his people. Jesus is God, and when he came into the city, God’s presence walked as a man among his people. Remember, the people waved palm branches and called out “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” (John 12:13). Knowing that the ark points to Jesus, we should all rejoice when we read this psalm.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Celebrate with joy that God still lives with his people. He lives in the heart of every Christian.
WEEK 59 - DAVID THE PSALMIST
Ask your children the following questions. (The correct answer in each case is “King David the psalmist.”)
Say, “This week you will learn about David, the writer of many psalms.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
If you were going to write a song, what would it be about? Many songwriters write songs about things that happen in their lives.
For instance, the words to “The Star Spangled Banner” tell the story of the battle of Fort McHenry during the War of 1812. When the battle was over, the American flag was still flying over the fort, indicating the fort had not been captured. One of the lines to the song says, “Gave proof thro’ the night that our flag was still there.”
In our lesson today, we are going to read the words of a song that David wrote. Let’s see if we can recognize what it was about.
Read Psalm 23:1–3.
Think about It Some More
Psalms contains the words to songs that God’s people sang a long time ago. King David was the greatest of the psalm writers. If you read about David in the Bible, you can sometimes figure out how the psalms fit his story.
For instance, our psalm today talks about God as our shepherd. As a young boy, David was a shepherd who watched over his father’s flocks. He knew that shepherds carefully watched over the sheep to protect them. When a shepherd is present, the sheep have no fear of wolves or other enemies. The shepherd also leads the sheep to the best pastures and streams.
In this psalm, David compares God to a shepherd. David’s peace came from God’s shepherd-like protection. Throughout David’s life, God always provided for him.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for the way he leads us to green pastures (gives us everything we need to serve him).
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Psalm 23:4.
Think about It Some More
In these verses, David describes a time when God provided for him when his enemies were really close. Although David doesn’t tell us when this happened, there was a time when King Saul was jealous of David and tried to hunt him down (1 Samuel 23:15). It could be that David was thinking about one of those times when he wrote this part of the psalm. David’s words can help us to trust God when we feel like our enemies are closing in on us. We might not have someone trying to kill us, but sometimes things like sickness or having a lot of bills and expenses can feel like we have enemies closing in.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for the way he protects and corrects us for our good.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Psalm 23:6.
Think about It Some More
We are jumping over verse 5 to verse 6 today because of how this verse points to Jesus. David said that mercy followed him all his life and that, when he dies, he knows he will live in God’s house forever.
There is only one way any of us could enjoy God’s mercy and live in heaven with him forever. God sent Jesus, his only Son, to die on the cross for our sin. Now all those who trust in Jesus are forgiven and get to live in the house of God (heaven) forever. Jesus is the way God kept the promises David sang about. If we trust in Jesus we can live forever in heaven.
One day, everyone who goes to heaven will meet David, the man who wrote Psalm 23.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for creating a wonderful place like heaven where we will live forever with him. Remember, we won’t have any sin, sickness, death, or pain; and we will see all kinds of wonderful things and precious loved ones, including the best of all—Jesus!
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Psalm 23:5.
Think about It Some More
Today we are going back to verse 5 to see if it might point to a story in David’s life.
Remember, Samuel invited Jesse, David’s father, to a feast. Samuel had come to town to anoint one of Jesse’s sons as the next king of Israel. Even though David, the youngest, had been left in the field, he was the one God chose. After passing by all of Jesse’s sons, Samuel had David brought from the field and anointed him the next king over Israel. From that day on, God provided and cared for David even though he had many enemies.
God also provided for us. Even though our enemies—sin and death—threaten to destroy us, Jesus died for us. Jesus described himself as the bread of life. If we eat of this bread we will live forever (John 6:48–51). That was Jesus’ way of saying that if we trust in him he will save us, and we will get to live with him for all time.
Talk about It
(Parents, think of a time when God gave you more of something than you needed. Perhaps your house is bigger than you actually need to survive and represents the abundant blessing of God. Then talk about how the greatest gift God has given you is your salvation in Jesus. Our hearts cannot contain all the blessings of God and what he has done on the cross.)
Pray about It
Thank God for the ways he gives your family more than you need.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read 2 Samuel 7:1–17.
Think about It Some More
What would it be like if God sent a prophet to tell you all about your future?
God told David that he was going to make him a great king, he was going to win all his battles, and then his son Solomon would build God a house. God also told David that his throne would last forever and David’s son Solomon would be God’s son too.
Both of these parts of the story point to Jesus. God planned through Jesus to keep his promise to place a son of David on the throne forever.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Tell God that you trust him with your future, even though you don’t know how your life will turn out.
WEEK 60 - SOLOMON AND THE TEMPLE OF GOD
Bring your children together and tell them that for the building of God’s temple, King David provided one hundred thousand talents of gold and one million talents of silver. Ask the children to guess how much that amount of gold and silver would be worth today.
It is thought that a talent of gold or silver weighed at least 50 pounds. Assuming 50 pounds for each talent of gold at a price of $900 per ounce, each talent of gold would be worth $720,000. Each talent of silver at $16 per ounce would be worth $12,800. This means that the gold and silver used to construct the temple would be worth almost $84 billion. On top of that was the cost of the wood, stone, iron, bronze, and labor!
This week you will learn about the amazing temple Solomon built for the Lord.
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine you were a builder hired to design and build a palace for a king. Right from the start you would plan to use the best of everything. You wouldn’t want to use anything cheap like plastic or fake wood. Only the best quality building materials would work. As for size, the palace should be large and grand to show the importance of the person living there.
Now imagine you were asked to build a palace for God. Only the finest materials like gold and silver should be used in the construction. Building a palace for God out of the materials found here on earth would be a tough assignment, but that is exactly what David told his son Solomon to do: build a house for God. What an amazing thing that God wanted to live with his people.
Read 1 Chronicles 22:7–10.
Think about It Some More
If we read these stories too quickly we can miss how amazing they are. For instance, in our passage today the writer tells us that God was going to give David a son, he would name him Solomon, and God would bring peace to Israel so Solomon could build a house for God. And it all happened just as God said.
God knows the future, God controls peace and war, and God knew that Solomon, not David, would be the one to build him a temple. So, when Solomon grew up and God brought peace to the land, it was time for David to charge his son with the task of building a house for God.
We can easily forget that the same God rules over our lives. He knows our future and is directing our lives to work out his plan.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for his mighty power and ask God to help you in all you do.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read 1 Chronicles 22:11–19.
Think about It Some More
If you take a careful look at what David told his son Solomon, you will notice how much David loved God and talked about God. He prayed that the Lord would be with Solomon and that the Lord would give Solomon discretion and understanding. He also told Solomon to keep God’s laws, and promised that God would bless him. Then David talked to the leaders to tell them about God too, and said they needed to seek God as well.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you love and trust him like David did.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read 1 Chronicles 28:1–19.
Think about It Some More
In the middle of David’s speech to the officials of Jerusalem, he said something to connect our story to Jesus: David repeated God’s promise to make him king over Israel forever.
Before all the officials, David passed that promise on to his son Solomon and to Solomon’s children. David said that God would leave his kingdom as an inheritance (gift) to his children forever. God kept all those promises by sending his Son Jesus from the tribe of Judah and the family of David and Solomon to be king forever.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for giving us the Bible as our instruction manual, which teaches us how we should live. Ask God to help us follow his Word in all we do.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read 2 Chronicles 7:1–18.
Think about It Some More
Every day thousands of homes remain empty with no one to live in them. Some of them are too expensive for people to buy. It doesn’t matter how beautiful a house is if no one lives in it to enjoy it.
It took Solomon seven years to build a temple for the Lord, and it was magnificent! But no matter how beautiful it was, all the work would have been for nothing if God had not filled the temple and come there to live.
But God did fill the temple, and all the people bowed down when they saw fire from heaven consume the burnt offering. On that day Solomon sacrificed thousands of animals—but no number of offerings could take away sin.
All those sacrificed animals pointed to Jesus. If Jesus had never come, all those sacrifices would have been for nothing. But Jesus did come and die on the cross for our sins so God’s presence, which filled the temple, can now live inside everyone who trusts in Jesus.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for filling the temple with his glory, and ask God to help you believe so you can be filled with his Spirit too.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Isaiah 60:16–20.
Think about It Some More
These words from Isaiah sound a little confusing, but there are several clues that tell us the prophet Isaiah is speaking about Jesus. He uses names like “Savior” and “Redeemer,” which are names that were given to Jesus. Isaiah was trying to encourage Israel by telling them that a day was coming when God would make everything better.
Isaiah also talked about a day when the sun and moon would be gone and God himself would provide the light. In the last book of the Bible we read that this is exactly what is going to happen in heaven. Jesus is going to be our light (Revelation 21:23)!
Isaiah went on to say that in that day our mourning and crying will be no more. That also matches up with the words in the book of Revelation that say, when Jesus returns for his children, God will wipe every tear from our eyes and there will be no mourning.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for the way he has planned our salvation from beginning to end.
WEEK 61 - THE KINGDOM IS DIVIDED
Find a penny, a quarter, and a stone and call in your children to talk about them. Show the penny to your children and ask if they have ever found one outside on the ground. Ask them why people leave their pennies on the ground when they drop them. Pennies are not worth much, so even if people know they have dropped one, sometimes they do not bother to pick it up.
Show your children the quarter and ask if they ever found one outside on the ground. Because quarters are more valuable, people normally will pick them up if they drop them. Now show your children the stone. Would they pick up a stone if they saw one on the ground?
The Bible tells us that Solomon made silver as common as the stones. During Solomon’s rule there was so much silver it became almost worthless. Say, “This week you will learn how the riches and pleasures of the world turned Solomon’s heart away from God.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Although Mary had known her friend Beth since first grade, she had never been to her house. Now she was going to visit her for the very first time. Beth was one of the smartest kids in the class when they were younger, but ever since third grade last year she started talking more and more about television.
When Mary reached her friend’s house she finally understood why Beth talked so much about television. On the living room wall was a giant flat screen TV surrounded by a dozen smaller flat screens. Each one played a different channel. As Beth gave Mary a quick tour of the house, Mary noticed that every room had at least ten televisions along the walls and furniture, and some of the rooms even had televisions on the ceiling.
There were TVs in the bathroom, garage, kitchen, and patio and they all looked brand new. The older models, Beth explained, were replaced with the newest and latest and then sent to the outside storage shed. All together, Beth says her family had about 300 televisions on, each with a different program to watch, with about 200 in storage.
Mary enjoyed watching television at home, but she couldn’t imagine having so many TV’s on all the time. She asked Beth how she could possibly do her quiet time with so much noise. Beth admitted that it had been hard to read her Bible in the morning with so many different programs to watch.
Today in our story, we will see what distracted Solomon away from living for God.
Read 1 Kings 11:1–8.
Think about It Some More
Having over 300 televisions in one house is a crazy idea. However, Solomon had more than twice that number of wives. His palace was large, but where would he put 700 wives? He would need 700 beds and 700 closets for their clothes. What if only half of them wanted to say good morning? He would have to say good morning 350 times!
But the worst part about Solomon’s wives was that many of them worshiped idols. They brought their false gods into Solomon’s life. God had warned Solomon not to take many wives (Deuteronomy 17:17), and God had warned all Israel not to marry women from other nations. But Solomon did not obey God.
Solomon started well as king by building an awesome temple for God, but because of his idol-worshiping wives, he ended up building temples to their false gods too.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you obey his Word and not allow anything to become more important to you than him.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read 1 Kings 11:9–12.
Think about It Some More
When Solomon first became king, God invited him to ask for anything he wanted. Solomon prayed and asked God for wisdom (2 Chronicles 1:10). God was pleased with Solomon’s choice and gave him amazing wisdom to rule over Israel.
But even the wisest man in the world is nothing but a fool if he does not obey God’s Word. Although Solomon was wise, he became a fool when he started to worship the false gods of his foreign wives. The great King Solomon, who had once judged Israel with great wisdom, now stood in God’s courtroom to have the judge of the whole earth take away his kingdom.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God for wisdom to help you follow him all your life.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read 1 Kings 11:13–40.
Think about It Some More
Even though God judged Solomon for worshiping false gods, there was hope in God’s punishment. God gave Solomon good news mixed with the bad news. The bad news was that God took the kingdom away from Solomon, but the good news was that he promised not to do it until Solomon’s son was king. And even then God promised not to take all of Israel away, but to allow Solomon’s son to be king over one tribe.
The math seems wrong here. Ten tribes were torn away, leaving two—but God said he would spare one tribe for the sake of Jerusalem. Commentators believe the tribe of Benjamin was not mentioned because it was assumed that it came with its city, Jerusalem. So God was giving one more tribe to be with Jerusalem while ten tribes were pulled away.
God did this for the sake of David and for the sake of Jerusalem. You see, God had promised David that he would have a son on the throne forever. So even though Solomon disobeyed God, he remained on the throne so God could keep his promise to David.
Jesus, one of Solomon’s far-off grandchildren, is the ultimate way God kept that promise. By saving the tribe of Judah (the tribe Jesus came from) and allowing Solomon to remain on the throne, God kept his promise to David and opened the way for the good news of the gospel to come to all of us.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for the good news of the gospel: Jesus died on the cross for our sin and then rose again so we can live forever in heaven with him.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read 1 Kings 11:41—12:20.
Think about It Some More
Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, made a foolish choice. Instead of listening to the older, wiser men of Jerusalem, he listened to his younger friends whom he grew up with. Because these prideful younger men had no experience running a kingdom, they gave Rehoboam bad advice.
Children today can make the same mistake. Instead of listening to what their parents say, they listen to the advice of their friends. As in Rehoboam’s case, that usually leads to trouble. It led to big trouble for Rehoboam—he was rejected by all of Israel except for his own tribe, the tribe of Judah. You might wonder why it was Rehoboam’s fault that Israel split up when God had already said it was going to happen. Even so, Rehoboam rejected the wise advice of the elders and followed the foolish counsel of his friends to treat the people unkindly and burden them with higher taxes.
Talk about It
(Parents, think of a time when you did something foolish because your friends dared you to do it, or a time when they suggested something sinful or foolish and you followed along.)
Pray about It
Ask God to help you to be wise and to listen to your parents.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 132:8–14.
Think about It Some More
This psalm is about God’s promise to bless David and keep one of his sons or grandsons on the throne of Israel. It even repeats the words God spoke to Solomon: “For the sake of your servant David.” It also says that God plans to live with his people forever.
The only way God could live with his sinful people forever is if he took our sins away. That is why he sent Jesus. Jesus came as a son of David and took up his throne. Jesus died on the cross to take away our sins so we could live with God forever in heaven.
God gave all kinds of hints through the Psalms and the books of the prophets to tell his people how he was planning to save them.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for taking our sins away. Thank him that if we believe in his Son’s work on the cross, we can live with him forever in heaven.
WEEK 62 - GOD PROVIDES FOR ELIJAH IN MIRACULOUS WAYS
Collect ingredients for making a small batch of pancakes that may be similar to “the little cake” the widow made for Elijah in this week’s story.
In a bowl, mix together the following:
1/2 cup flour
1 1/2 teaspoons baking powder
1/4 teaspoon salt
2 tablespoons of oil
1/3 cup of milk
(Normally pancakes have egg and sugar in them, so these will taste plain.) Heat a lightly oiled skillet on the stove. Pour a tablespoon of the batter onto the hot skillet and cook until brown on both sides.
Say, “In tomorrow’s story we will read about a widow who had no money and only enough food for her and her child to each eat one small pancake. No wonder she was discouraged. But we will also see this week how, through Elijah, God provided miraculously for the widow and for others.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
What would happen if the water company that provides your family’s water got mixed up and put your parents’ payments on someone else’s account? It would look like you were not paying your bill. If the problem wasn’t corrected, your water would be shut off.
Imagine getting up one morning and having no water to shower or wash or make oatmeal. When we call the water company we find out that the person in charge of turning the water back on is away on vacation for two weeks! How could we live without water for two weeks?
In our story today, God stopped the rain from falling on Israel because of their sins against God. Then God sent his prophet Elijah away on a vacation so King Ahab couldn’t talk to God and ask for rain even if he wanted to.
Read 1 Kings 16:29—17:7.
Think about It Some More
We have now jumped more than 50 years ahead in the story about God’s people. The ten tribes of Israel that followed Jereboam are now being led by wicked King Ahab. Instead of worshiping the true God in Jerusalem, they worship the false god Baal.
Those who worship Baal believe that he controls the weather. God declares that he will stop both rain and dew to show his people that Baal is powerless. With Elijah gone,
Ahab has no way to call out to the true God. He is forced to call out to Baal, who cannot help him.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for the amazing way he is in control of all things.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to hap-
pen today?
Read 1 Kings 17:8–16.
Think about It Some More
It is easy to read the story about the widow and not understand how bad things were for her. By the time God sent Elijah to the widow, the lack of rain was so bad that streams and brooks had dried up. Without water, crops like wheat and barley, which provided food for the people, shriveled up and died. The little grain that was left became very expensive.
The poor widow was down to her last meal. She didn’t have a husband to provide for her. With food prices high, people wouldn’t be giving food away and she couldn’t afford to buy any. Then Elijah arrived and asked for her last meal.
Sometimes we can get annoyed if someone asks for our last piece of gum or candy. But this woman believed that God would provide for her, so she prepared the last food she had for Elijah.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for the way he cared for the widow and ask God to help you to trust his Word.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Luke 4:16–30.
Think about It Some More
After Jesus read from the book of Isaiah in the synagogue in Nazareth, his hometown, the people were amazed at his teaching. But Jesus knew that soon those same people would reject his message, just as Ahab had rejected God. So Jesus reminded them of the story of the widow. He said that God sent Elijah to a foreign widow instead of one from Israel because Israel rejected God and his prophet Elijah, and followed the false god Baal.
Those in the synagogue didn’t like what Jesus said, and they tried to kill him. They thought God’s salvation was for the people of Israel only, but even in Elijah’s day God saved a widow who was not from Israel.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God that his plan of salvation is for people from every nation.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read 1 Kings 17:17–24.
Think about It Some More
The whole time Elijah lived in Zarephath at the widow’s house, no rain fell in Israel. No matter how loud or how long Ahab called out, Baal could not help him, and the drought continued. But in Zarephath, God was doing miracles to show that his power was great. Not only could the Lord make the widow’s flour and oil multiply, God also had power over life and death!
Talk about It
(Elijah called out to God who enabled him to perform miracles; Jesus was God and could heal and raise people back to life all by himself.)
Pray about It
Ask God to heal people who are sick.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 78:23–39.
Think about It Some More
Psalm 78 tells the story of how Israel turned away from God again and again, and how each time God punished them, they returned to him, only to fall away again. Like Ahab in our story this week, Israel deserved to be destroyed but God kept forgiving them.
Sometimes people wonder why God didn’t destroy Israel for their sin. This psalm gives us the answer in verse 38: God was compassionate, meaning God loved and cared about his people.
This psalm also says that God atoned for their sin. That means God took their sin away and forgave them. God did that by sending his only Son Jesus to die on the cross and take their punishment upon himself. God could have destroyed Israel for disobeying, but he didn’t because he knew that one day Jesus would take their sin away. And, of course, Jesus took the punishment for our sins too.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for his amazing compassion that keeps him from treating us as our sins deserve. We deserve to be punished, but God loves us instead and sent Jesus to die for us. Praise God for the way he showed us his love.
WEEK 63 - ELIJAH AND THE PROPHETS OF BAAL
Water is made up of two gases that burn very easily: hydrogen and oxygen. But water itself doesn’t burn! Here is a fun exercise to help your children understand how wet things don’t burn well. You will need a glass of water, a sheet of newspaper, and a lighter. You should plan to do this exercise outside.
Call your children together. Roll the newspaper up loosely and ask what would happen if you put a flame to the end of the newspaper. To demonstrate, light one end of the newspaper. Allow it to burn for a few seconds, then step on the paper to put it out. Ask the children to guess what will happen if you dip the paper in water first and then try to light it. Dip the paper in the water and keep it there for about five seconds. Then try to light the paper. You will be able to hold the flame on the wet paper without it igniting.
Say, “This week you will learn how God consumed Elijah’s offering with fire, even though his offering was soaking wet!”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Only rarely can we get a good look at a bald eagle. If you told your friends that you saw an owl or a bright red cardinal in your front yard, they might believe you. But if you told them that a bald eagle landed in your front yard, they would find it hard to believe. The next time they visited they might even ask, “So where is your bald eagle?” A photo might be the only way you would be able to prove your claim.
In our story today, Obadiah, a servant of King Ahab, could have used a camera. He found Elijah, whom King Ahab had been looking for desperately. Obadiah, however, was hesitant to report his find to the king because Elijah had the habit of disappearing unexpectedly. Without a photo, Obadiah would have no way to prove to the king that he really had seen Elijah. Elijah promised that he would stay put until he spoke with the king.
Read 1 Kings 18:1–19.
Think about It Some More
While Elijah was living in the widow’s house eating bread made from the flour that did not run out, Ahab was back in Israel enduring devastating drought (no rain) and famine (no food). After three dry years, there was no grass to feed the horses and mules. It is likely that many of the other animals, like the sheep and goats, had long since been eaten.
When the king finally meets up with Elijah, he blames him for Israel’s trouble. But the real trouble is that Ahab worships the idol Baal. Baal has no power to make it rain. This is why Ahab is searching so desperately for Elijah, a prophet of the true God of Israel.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for providing us with food.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read 1 Kings 18:20–35.
Think about It Some More
Before God sent rain to Israel he was going to prove, once and for all, that Baal was a false god. If the Lord sent rain right away, the people might think that Baal was the one who had sent it. So the Lord instructed Elijah to challenge the priests of Baal to a contest, to see which god could send fire from heaven to burn up an offering.
In the contest, the priests of Baal tried everything they could to get an answer from their god. But because Baal was just an idol made of wood or stone, he didn’t answer. Elijah mocked the false prophets because he knew their god was powerless.
Remember: anything we love more than God can be an idol for us.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to show you what you love more than him. Ask him to help you turn from your false gods and trust in him alone like Elijah did.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read 1 Kings 18:36–38.
Think about It Some More
Even though Israel turned away from the Lord to worship the false god Baal, God did not give up on them. When Elijah prayed, God heard and answered by burning up the whole sacrifice with fire. That meant that God accepted Elijah’s offering.
The contest of the offering soaked with water was God’s idea. One day in the future, God would accept another offering—the offering of his Son Jesus on the cross. The offering of the bull on the altar pointed to the day when God would offer up his own Son for our sins.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Take time to lift up your prayer requests to the Lord. (Parents, help your children come up with a list.)
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read 1 Kings 18:39–45.
Think about It Some More
If God tells you that he is going to send rain, you can be assured that you are going to need your umbrella. After praying on top of the mountain, Elijah told his servant to go look for rain clouds. When the servant came back and said there were no rain clouds, Elijah wasn’t concerned—he just kept on praying. If God told him there was going to be rain, there was going to be rain. Sure enough, after sending the servant to look seven times, clouds began to form and the rain began to fall. Elijah trusted God’s word.
Talk about It
(Parents, try to think of a time when perhaps you tithed or gave an offering, trusting that the Lord would provide, even though it was difficult.)
Pray about It
Praise God for the way he controls everything, including the rain.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 98:1–9.
Think about It Some More
If you had been watching the contest between the priests of Baal and Elijah, you may have laughed when Elijah made fun of Baal by suggesting he’d fallen asleep. And if you had been there when God won the contest by burning up the offering, you would have jumped and shouted and made a joyful noise to the Lord to celebrate.
That is just what Psalm 98 tells us to do. Psalm 98 is not celebrating God’s victory on the mountain, however, it is celebrating what Jesus did on the cross. Though the psalmist did not know about Jesus who hadn’t been born yet, the Holy Spirit inspired (gave the words to) him. We can find clues about Jesus in most of the psalms. For instance, when a psalmist says that the earth sees the salvation of the Lord, he might be thinking of a time when God saved Israel from their enemies. But today, as we look back, we can see how these songs also point to the salvation that comes through Jesus. Look over Psalm 98 again and see if you can find clues that tell us that this song is about Jesus.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Sing your favorite praise song or hymn to the Lord.
WEEK 64 - ELIJAH IS TAKEN UP TO HEAVEN
Lay out one pile of candy for each of your children. All the piles should have the same amount—except one, which should have twice as much as the others. Then call in your children.
Ask them which pile they would like to have and why. They will say they want the larger pile because it has more. Tell them the larger pile actually has twice as much as the others. Then explain that, among the Israelites, the oldest son was promised a double portion of his father’s estate when his father died.
Say, “In our story this week, Elisha asks Elijah for a double portion of his spiritual power.” Ask your children who would like the double portion of the treat. Double the portion for each one who asks to help them understand what the term “double portion” means.
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that you overheard Mom talking on the phone, saying that the family was going to fly in an airplane, taking a two-week vacation and visiting a giant amusement park. When Mom finished her call, you asked her if it was really true. But Mom explained that it was supposed to be a surprise and urged you not to tell anyone.
How hard would it be to keep a secret like that? Every time you saw one of your brothers or sisters you would want to say, “I know something you don’t know.” Or you might want to ask a question like, “What do you think it’s like to fly in an airplane?”
In today’s story, Elisha knew that God was going to take his master, Elijah, up to heaven, but he wanted other people who found out about it to keep it a secret.
Read 2 Kings 2:1–6.
Think about It Some More
In this week’s lesson, Elijah is going to be taken up to heaven in a whirlwind. People don’t get taken up to heaven in a whirlwind every day. In fact, as far as we know, Elijah is the only person to ever experience this.
The Bible doesn’t tell us if Elisha knew all the details of how God was going to take his master, Elijah, but he did know God was going to do it. That is why there was no way Elisha was going to leave his master’s side. He wanted to be there when God took Elijah, no matter how much he was told to stay back.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for his Word and all the stories he preserved for us to read.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read 2 Kings 2:7–14.
Think about It Some More
When we read these Old Testament Bible stories, sometimes we forget how amazing they really are. Elijah was a real person who really did get taken up to heaven.
What would it have been like if, when Elisha got back home, one of his neighbors had asked, “So how was your day?” Imagine his reply, “Oh, you know, a typical day for a prophet. First we parted the Jordan and walked across it on dry ground, then the Lord sent a chariot and horses of fire to separate me from my master, Elijah, and took him up in a whirlwind to heaven. Lucky for me I got to see him go, so I got a double portion of his spirit. So by the grace of God I was able to divide the Jordan River and return again from that place on dry ground. So what about you? How was your day?”
What if you told this story to one of your non-Christian neighbors—would she believe you?
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for the amazing way he shows his power.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Mark 9:2–9.
Think about It Some More
Eight hundred years after Elijah left earth in the whirlwind, he appeared again on earth with Moses. This happened when Jesus changed from a normal looking man and showed his disciples the bright white of his glory—when Jesus was transfigured. This showed the disciples who were present that Jesus was the one these men’s lives were pointing to.
Elijah’s life pointed forward to Jesus as a prophet who would bring God’s Word to his people. The life of Moses pointed forward to Jesus as a mediator who would stand in the middle for us, pleading with God. Jesus traded his perfect life for our sinful one that we might be saved. To be sure the disciples understood who was most important, God the Father spoke out saying that Jesus was his Son. Jesus remained while Moses and Elijah disappeared.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for the way he used people like Moses and Elijah to point the way to Jesus.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read 2 Kings 2:15–22.
Think about It Some More
A little boy accidentally let go of his helium balloon and it disappeared into the sky. The next day he wanted to go searching for it in his backyard, but his dad told him that he would not find it. Still he urged his father to allow him to look. But after searching his backyard and then his whole neighborhood, he did not find the balloon.
Elijah was the hero of the sons of the prophets. He had probably taught them about God and how to listen for his voice. That is why they insisted they search for him. They didn’t understand that God had taken Elijah and he was never coming back.
Talk about It
(Parents, share a time when you lost something valuable and went on a search for it. Perhaps you lost your keys at the beach or a ring in a lake. Even though you thought you would not find it, you searched anyway.)
Pray about It
Ask God to speak to you through the Bible.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Malachi 4:4–6.
Think about It Some More
Years after Elijah was caught up in the whirlwind, God raised up another prophet: Malachi. Malachi prophesied that God was going to bring back Elijah before the Lord returned to save his people. Because of what Malachi said and then wrote down, the people of Israel began to look and hope that Elijah would return one day. They believed that, once Elijah returned, God would send them a deliverer or a savior to lead them to victory.
What they didn’t know was that God wasn’t going to send the real Elijah back; he was going to send them another prophet who acted like Elijah. John the Baptist was the prophet God sent, and Jesus is the one he came to announce. Jesus said, “For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come” (Matthew 11:13–14).
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for the way he worked out his plan of salvation from the days of Elijah all the way to today.
WEEK 65 - ELISHA’S MINISTRY
Ask each of your children to think of the person who is most like him or her—someone who likes or does the same things as he or she does. Perhaps your son is left-handed and plays basketball and has a friend who is left-handed and plays basketball too. See if you can come up with the person most like each member of your family.
Say, “This week you will hear more about the prophet Elisha, whose ministry was very similar to that of his master, Elijah, and very similar to the prophet of prophets: Jesus Christ.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that Mom says she’s giving you a miracle cookie jar. She says that no matter how many cookies you take out of the jar there will always be more. Each day when you go to bed you look in the cookie jar and count the cookies that are left. Then when you get up in the morning and open the jar, it is full again.
When your friends come over, one of the first things you do is tell them about the miracle cookie jar. And for three months the cookie jar never runs out of cookies. Then, one day when you are having trouble falling asleep, you decide to get a drink of milk. But when you go into the kitchen, you discover the secret of the miracle cookie jar: your mom is hard at work baking cookies. She has been the one filling the miracle jar all along.
In today’s story, you will read about a widow’s jug of oil that pours and pours and pours out more oil. See if you can figure out who was working to make that miracle happen.
Read 2 Kings 4:1–7.
Think about It Some More
This story reminds us of the earlier one about Elijah and the widow whose flour and oil didn’t run out during the drought. We shouldn’t be surprised that Elisha is doing similar miracles as his former teacher. After all, he did ask God for a double portion of Elijah’s spirit. Elisha is not a magician, and the jug of oil in the widow’s house is not a trick jug. Elisha did not sneak into the widow’s house and hide a small pipe, through which he could secretly pump oil from a barrel behind her house. God, working through Elisha, created oil inside the jar and it kept pouring out.
In order to pay her debts off and have money left over, the widow must have had to collect many jars. Her neighbors must have wondered why she needed all those containers. They may have thought that the poor widow, who owed a lot of money, was losing her mind.
But in spite of Elisha’s strange instructions, the widow obeyed them exactly. The woman had faith in Elisha’s instructions—she believed that Elisha’s plan would save her.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you to have a strong faith like the widow and trust and obey his Word.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read 2 Kings 4:8–17.
Think about It Some More
Did you ever notice that when someone gives you a gift it makes you want to give them something back? For instance, if a friend from school sends you a birthday card you might want to send a card to them when it is their birthday. Or if a friend gives you a present for your birthday, something would stir inside you to bless them on their birthday as well.
One of the reasons we like to give gifts is because God is like that. He says that if we give a gift to God, or even to another person, God will reward us (Luke 6:38).
That is what happened in our story today. A woman was serving Elisha to bless him. But really, the woman and her husband were serving God. She was not looking for any payment in return, but God knew that she wanted a son—exactly what Elisha promised God would give to her. We can’t outgive God.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Think of ways that God has been kind to your family. Thank God for his kindness.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read 2 Kings 4:18–37.
Think about It Some More
God used Elisha to multiply a widow’s oil, to give a wealthy woman a son, and then to raise the son back to life after he dies. The miracles that Elisha performs illustrate God’s power and point to the day when God would send another prophet even greater than Elisha.
When Jesus comes, he also does miracles. He turns water into wine and multiplies a few fishes and loaves of bread to feed a crowd of five thousand. Jesus heals the sick and even raises the dead. But Jesus goes further than Elisha: he dies on the cross for our sin and then rises again from the dead.
Because Jesus was a man, he could take our punishment; because he was God, death had no power over him. Every time we read about God raising a person from the dead, like in this story, it should remind us of Jesus’ resurrection and his power over death. Through the raising of the Shunammite woman’s son from the dead, God was showing us his power over death.
God uses that same power to save all of us who believe in Jesus. Jesus said, ”I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live” (John 11:25).
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for his power over death.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read 2 Kings 4:38–41.
Think about It Some More
If someone put poisoned mushrooms in your stew, you would have to throw the whole pot away or risk dying.
That is pretty much what happened to the men in our story today. They went out into the field looking for wild plants to make some stew. Someone found some gourds and added them to the stew, unaware that they were poisonous. As soon as the others tasted the stew, they realized it was no good and called out to Elisha. When they followed Elisha’s command to bring some flour and he added a little to the stew, it was fine to eat.
Before their fall, God told Adam and Eve they could eat of all the fruit in the garden. It was only after they sinned that some of God’s creation became poisonous. Our story today gives us a sneak peek into God’s plan to take away the curse and remove poison from the earth.
Talk about It
(Parents, this is a fun question you can then turn around and ask your children.)
Pray about It
Thank God for his power over all creation.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Habakkuk 1:5–12 and Acts 13:38–48.
Think about It Some More
The Chaldeans had a terrifying army. They attacked quickly like a leopard because they were on horses. They were also compared to an eagle that attacks its prey without warning. Because an eagle attacks by diving down through the air, you can’t hear him coming.
But hidden in Habakkuk’s description of the terrible Chaldean army is a promise that God was going to do a work so amazing, that even Israel would not believe it if God told them what he was going to do.
In the book of Acts, Paul teaches that Jesus’ death on the cross was the amazing thing that God was planning to do. Paul uses Habakkuk’s words about the Chaldean army to warn the people he speaks to. He says that anyone who does not believe in Jesus will one day find that a swift enemy will come in and attack them without warning, just as Habakkuk had described.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help each person you know to believe and put his or her trust in Jesus so they do not need to be afraid of death.
WEEK 66 - NAAMAN IS CURED
Use the following description of leprosy to teach your children about the disease. This will prove to be helpful later in the week. If you have access to a microscope, focus in on a drop of pond water to give them a glimpse of God’s microscopic world. Or explain to them that if your house were the size of a grain of rice, the little ants that run around in the backyard would be like the bacteria.
Gerhard Hansen was a doctor who worked among leprosy patients in Norway in the late 1800s. After caring for many patients, he guessed that the disease was caused by a very small bacterium, so to prove his theory he began to look for these tiny organisms through a microscope. In 1873, Hansen discovered the bacterium that causes this terrible disease. Everyone laughed at him at first, but his discovery led to medicines that can cure leprosy, which is now called Hansen’s disease.
Today, people with Hansen’s disease can be cured, but they have to take pills for six months or even a year. This week we will learn how God healed Naaman of this terrible disease in a single instant.
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that you lived in California and came down with a terrible disease like cancer. When you went to the doctor he told you that the local hospital would not be able to help you, but that there was a hospital in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, that could cure your disease. Even though you would have to travel far, and it would be expensive to fly across the country and pay for a place to stay in Philadelphia, you would do whatever it took to get there.
In our story today, that is what happened to Naaman. He thought his leprosy was incurable, but one servant girl knew differently. She told him where he could go to be healed.
Read 2 Kings 5:1–7.
Think about It Some More
God makes all things work together for good to accomplish his plans. For instance, God used the Syrians to attack Israel in a time when the kings of Israel were wicked and leading the people in idol worship.
During one of those raids, God allowed a little girl to be taken away from her family. Even though that sounds bad, God had a plan. He placed the little girl in the home of a man he wanted to heal. Perhaps in heaven we will meet this little girl who trusted in God. She didn’t tell Naaman to pray to Baal or one of his false gods; she pointed Naaman to Elisha, a prophet of the living God. She also believed strongly that Naaman would be healed.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to give you a strong faith in the power of God like the little girl in the story had.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read 2 Kings 5:8–14.
Think about It Some More
Naaman left Syria with 750 pounds of silver and 150 pounds of gold. That meant he needed about ten camels or mules along with servants to lead them. He needed food for his journey and feed for the animals, and the king gave Naaman ten changes of clothes to take.
Naaman traveled all the way to Israel and finally found Elisha, the prophet the little girl had told him about. But when he got to Elisha’s house, the prophet didn’t even come out to greet him. Thankfully for Naaman his servants convinced him to obey the word of the prophet and wash in the river. As soon as he did the leprosy was gone!
It is always good to listen to the people God has put in our lives to help us.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to heal the people you know who are sick.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read 2 Kings 5:15–19.
Think about It Some More
Jesus said, “There were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian” (Luke 4:27). Naaman had no idea that Jesus would use his story to show the stubborn people of Israel that God’s salvation was going to reach out to all people.
Just as the people of Israel in Elisha’s day rejected God and followed idols, the people of Israel rejected Jesus and refused to believe in him. But God’s plan was bigger than the nation of Israel—God planned to reach all the nations. That is why he healed Naaman, who was not from Israel; that is why everyone, no matter what nation they come from, can be saved today. God’s salvation through Jesus is for everyone.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for healing us of our sin.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read 2 Kings 5:20–27.
Think about It Some More
Gehazi couldn’t believe Elisha would let Naaman go without taking some of the treasure he offered to him. So without talking to Elisha, Gehazi decided to catch up to Naaman and ask him for a gift. Instead of telling Naaman the truth, Gehazi lied. Then when he returned to Elisha, he told a second lie to hide his first one. But since God knows everything, Gehazi could not hide his sin from the Lord, who told Elisha what he had done.
Talk about It
(Parents, try to think of an example and humble yourselves in front of your children. Our example in confessing our weaknesses before them gives them courage to do the same.)
Pray about It
Ask God to forgive you for not telling the truth and help you to obey the Lord.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 111.
Think about It Some More
The words of Psalm 111 make up a song that praises God for who he is and all he has done. Once you understand that, you can try to think of Bible stories that match the different lines of the psalm.
For instance, verse 2 tells us, “great are the works of the LORD.” This reminds us that God has done all kinds of great things starting with the world that he created. Verse 5 says the Lord “provides food for those who fear him.” This reminds us of how God sent ravens with food for Elijah during the drought.
The most important verse is verse 9, which says, “He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever.” This verse points to Jesus. “Redemption” means to buy back something. God sent his only Son Jesus to buy back his people from the curse of death. The price Jesus paid to buy us back (redeem us) was his life. Jesus died on the cross to take our punishment and set us free. Anyone who trusts in him gets to live with God in heaven forever.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Instead of making up a prayer, simply pray the words of this psalm out loud. Most of the psalms work as great prayers to God.
WEEK 67 - THE FALL OF ISRAEL
One of the reasons God judged Israel was because they set up wooden poles and statues of the goddess Asherah on every high hill and under every green tree. The Scriptures tell us they did this secretly.
To demonstrate this, take wooden blocks, clothespins, or dominoes, and set them up all over the room where you have your Bible study. Place them on top of picture frames, furniture, and door frames, and under tables, chairs, and lamps.
When the children come in and notice the objects and ask why they are there, pretend you don’t know anything about it. After playing along for a bit, explain that the objects represent the idols Israel set up in the land, thinking God would not see them. Leave them up as you do this week’s lesson, which considers the consequences God brought to Israel for their disobedience.
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that as you are leaving home for school one day, Mom reminds you to be sure to take your coat. But since you don’t feel like carrying a coat, you deliberately disobey her instructions.
As you walk down the road, a cold wind begins to blow and it starts to rain. Instead of running home to get your coat, you stubbornly continue on. By the time you get to school, you are soaking wet, you’re sneezing, and your throat is beginning to hurt. Only then do you realize you were wrong for disobeying Mom’s instructions.
Sometimes God allows bad consequences in order to teach us not to disobey. Let’s see what bad consequences God brings to Hoshea.
Read 2 Kings 17:1–5.
Think about It Some More
Hoshea disobeyed God. Because of this, God brought Shalmaneser to attack Israel. But even then, Hoshea did not call upon God. He was stubborn and looked to So, the king of Egypt, to save him instead. But when Shalmaneser found out Hoshea was calling to Egypt for help, he put Hoshea in prison.
Hoshea thought he could live his life without God, but he was wrong. God used Shalmaneser to discipline Hoshea. The Bible says that when we disobey God we get bad consequences.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you obey the Lord, and call out to him for help in times of trouble.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read 2 Kings 17:6–14.
Think about It Some More
Warnings are meant to help us. If you see a sign on a park bench that says, “Warning, wet paint” and you sit down on the bench anyway, you can’t blame anyone but yourself when you get paint all over your pants.
God sent prophet after prophet to warn his people not to worship idols. But in the end they would not listen to God’s prophets. So God used the king of Assyria to punish them. He captured their cities and carried the people of Israel away as his slaves.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you follow him and obey his Word.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read 2 Kings 17:15–17.
Think about It Some More
When you look at Israel’s history, you can see the consequences that came to them when they turned away from the Lord. Their sin got so bad that in the end they were killing their children as sacrifices to their false gods.
God could have completely destroyed all of Israel because of their sin, but he didn’t because God had a plan to save his people. One day he would send his only Son Jesus to die for their sins. No matter how bad Israel’s sin became, the Lord did not abandon his people because he loved them. Even though he allowed them to be defeated, captured, and taken to Babylon, their captivity would last for only seventy years.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for not punishing us as soon as we sin, but for giving us a chance to believe and trust in his Son, Jesus.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read 2 Kings 17:18–20.
Think about It Some More
Hoshea and the other kings who led northern Israel were all very wicked. That’s why God used the nation of Assyria to attack and defeat them. But God protected the tribe of Judah in the south because many of their kings worshiped him and obeyed his commands. (We are going to learn the story about the kings of Judah next week.) But in the end, even the kings of Judah disobeyed the Lord and would not listen to God’s prophets.
Talk about It
(Parents, think of a person whom you can remember who did something foolish or, if you don’t have any personal stories, you can even look in the daily newspaper to find a story about a person who went to jail because of something he did.)
Pray about It
Thank God for allowing bad consequences to come when we sin to help us stay away from sin and follow him.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 78:1–8.
Think about It Some More
Hidden in the first four verses of this psalm is a secret message that points to Jesus. If Jesus had not pointed it out, we might have missed it. Jesus said that when Asaph wrote this psalm he was talking about how Jesus was going to teach in parables.
Isn’t it amazing that long before Jesus was born God gave his prophets hints about how he was going to save them? Even while God’s people were unfaithful, he was speaking to them about the way he would one day save them.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for never giving up on us—even though we sin.
WEEK 68 - GOOD KING, BAD KING
To demonstrate how the kings of Judah went back and forth from good to bad and bad to good, read the following names aloud in numbered order and see if your children can guess if they were good or bad kings.
Bad king | Somewhat good king | Really good king |
1. Rehoboam | ||
2. Abijam | 3. Asa | |
4. Jehoshaphat | ||
5. Jehoram | ||
6. Ahaziah | ||
7. Athaliah | 8. Joash | |
9 Amaziah | ||
10. Uzziah (Azariah) | ||
11. Jotham | ||
12. Ahaz | 13. Hezekiah | |
14. Manasseh | ||
15. Amon | 16. Josiah | |
17. Jehoahaz | ||
18. Jehoiakim | ||
19. Jehoiachin | ||
20. Zedekiah |
Going through this list should help your children realize how many of the kings of Judah did not do what was right in the eyes of the Lord. (During the divided kingdom there were also 19 kings of Israel, and only one was somewhat good.) This week we will begin to learn about some of the good and bad kings of Judah.
DAY ONE
Picture It
When water from a flood breaks into a home, it creates a terrible mess. As water rushes over the riverbank, it picks up loose soil, clay, and any trash that is left on the ground. Then as it rages downriver and enters the house, it brings with it a slurry of mud and garbage. When the flood is over, the water returns to the river or dries up, but it leaves behind a thick coating of stinky mud on everything.
The mess left behind in the flood-damaged house can be over an inch thick and may smell like dead fish! The only way to save a house that has been flooded is to strip it down to the wood skeleton. All the muddy carpet and drywall must be thrown away, and the bare wood walls dried out. Only then can rebuilding begin.
Our story today isn’t about a flood of water, but a flood of sin. Sin brought a lot of bad things into Israel, like idols, that had to be cleaned up by the new king.
Read 2 Chronicles 29:1–30.
Think about It Some More
Hezekiah became king of Judah not long after the Kingdom of Israel was conquered by Assyria. (We read about that in last week’s lesson.) For 160 years before Hezekiah took the throne, the kings of Judah were not following God. During that long time the temple was neglected and false idols were brought into it.
When Hezekiah became king, he cleansed the temple and destroyed the idols. Then he restored worship of God there. The sin of the kings and people before him was like a flood, leaving behind a big mess. But Hezekiah did a great job clearing out the idols and turning the hearts of the people back to God.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you obey him as Hezekiah did.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read 2 Chronicles 32:32—33:13.
Think about It Some More
Instead of obeying God like his father, Hezekiah, Manasseh rebelled against all that his father had done and rejected the God of Israel to follow pagan gods. The list of his sins goes from bad to worse.
First, he rebuilt the high places around Jerusalem. If that wasn’t bad enough, he built idols to Baal and even brought them back into the temple, God’s house. This was very sad because his father was the one who had cleaned up the temple and taken the idols out. Then the worst thing of all happened: Manasseh sacrificed his sons to a false god.
Instead of destroying Manasseh on the spot, God was kind to Manasseh and allowed him to be captured instead of killed. God wanted to give Manasseh a chance to turn away from his sin. When the king of Assyria defeated Manasseh and captured him, Manasseh realized that none of his false gods could save him. Then he remembered the God of his father and called out for help. God showed kindness and mercy to Manasseh by restoring his kingship.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Parents lead your children in a prayer to ask God to help them follow him.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read 2 Chronicles 30:1–26.
Think about It Some More
In today’s story, we return to Manasseh’s father, King Hezekiah, to learn about something that he did after he took down the idols in the land.
Hezekiah called the people to obey the Lord by celebrating the Passover. Then, after the Passover lamb was sacrificed, thousands of bulls were also killed. All of these animals that were sacrificed pointed forward to Jesus. In the end, when Hezekiah’s son Manasseh sinned against God, God did not kill him. The only way God could allow Manasseh to be forgiven was because of what Jesus did.
Likewise, there is only one way God can forgive our sin. He did that by giving up his Son to die in our place. That’s what the Passover celebration pointed to.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you trust in Jesus as your Passover Lamb.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read 2 Chronicles 33:14–23.
Think about It Some More
If a puppy is allowed to climb all over the furniture as it grows up, you are going to have a difficult time retraining him to stay off a new couch when he gets older. Although you might want to keep him off, his old habits of climbing up on the couch will not go away so easily.
That is what happened to Israel. For years Manasseh worshiped idols at the high places in and around Jerusalem. Although Manasseh turned away from his sin, the people had been trained to worship idols at the high places. Even though they joined him in worshiping the Lord, they did it at the high places, not at the temple. Then, sadly, after Manasseh died his son Amon led the people back to idol worship again.
Talk about It
(Parents, this is a fun question. If you never had a dog, perhaps you can remember a friend who had a dog that was trained to do something that the owner later regretted.)
Pray about It
Ask God to help you worship him only.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read 2 Kings 19.
Think about It Some More
In this story, the king of Assyria attacked God’s people around Jerusalem and demanded that King Hezekiah surrender. But what the king of Assyria didn’t know was that God had special plans for the tribe of Judah. Hezekiah called upon God’s prophet Isaiah who told the king not to worry, that God had plans for the tribe of Judah. Not an arrow would fall in the city of Jerusalem because God was preserving a remnant. (A remnant is a portion of something left over.) In this case, God promised that a portion of the tribe of Judah would always survive because one day a very special king would be born into that tribe. That king, of course, was Jesus.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for always keeping his word, and for protecting Judah so one day Jesus could be born from that tribe.
WEEK 69 - JONAH AND NINEVEH
Gather your children and play a game of charades with scenes from the life of Jonah. Here are a few scenes you can act out to see if the others can guess who and what is being represented:
Say, “This week, you will read the story of Jonah and how he tried to run away from God.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that you were in your room and you heard Mom announce that it was time to do homework. You could hide under the bed or behind some clothes in your closet, but if you didn’t come out in a few minutes, Mom would call again and soon come looking for you. In a situation like this, there is no way to get out of doing your homework.
If you know you can’t hide from Mom when she asks you to do something, you can be sure that you can’t hide from God when he asks you to do something. But in our story, Jonah tried to do just that.
Read Jonah 1:1–6.
Think about It Some More
This is one of the most amazing adventures in the Old Testament. In it we learn that we can’t run away from God and his plan for our lives, and that when God wants us to do something, he can use his power over creation to lead us to obey.
Jonah was a prophet in the Kingdom of Israel about 65 years before King Hezekiah took the throne. God told Jonah to go to the city of Nineveh and tell the people to repent of their sin. Later in the book of Jonah, we will learn that Jonah did not want to obey because he didn’t want the people of Nineveh to repent. He didn’t want God to forgive them. That is why he ran away—he wanted God to wipe them out! But God didn’t have to come looking for Jonah because God sees everything all the time. Not a minute goes by that God doesn’t know exactly where we are and what we are doing.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God that he knows where we are all the time and that we can’t run away from God.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Jonah 1:7—2:10.
Think about It Some More
When you run away from God, watch out! It is like playing tag with a thousand kids who are all trying to catch you. There is no possible way to run away and hide.
Since every plant and animal and all the land and ocean are under God’s command, he can use any of them to chase you down. God didn’t allow Jonah to get away. He used the storm, the sailors, and even a giant fish to capture Jonah. Imagine what that day was like!
Did you ever wonder what it was like for Jonah to stay in the belly of that fish? It might have been like sitting in a dark and slimy roller coaster seat, as the fish rose to the top of the water then dove deep, back into the ocean again and again.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for saving Jonah, even though he disobeyed.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Matthew 12:39–41.
Think about It Some More
It might seem like Jonah’s running away could have ruined God’s plan. After all, God told him to go to Nineveh and Jonah ran the other way. But our sin can never stop God’s plan.
God knew that Jonah was going to try to run away. God knew he would get on a ship. God even planned that Jonah would be swallowed by a great fish. God also knew that one day Jesus was going to use Jonah’s story in talking to the religious rulers who didn’t believe in him. Isn’t it amazing how God can plan all of history from beginning to end? Jesus said that Jonah’s time in the fish was just like his time in the grave before his resurrection. God rescued Jonah from the fish and God rescued us by the death and resurrection of his Son Jesus. Everything that happens is a part of God’s plan. In this case, Jonah’s story became a small part of the gospel story.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for the way he plans all of history from beginning to end.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Jonah 3:1—4:11.
Think about It Some More
Instead of punishing Nineveh for all the bad things they did, God heard their prayers and did not destroy them. That made Jonah mad. He thought Nineveh deserved to be punished, and he knew that God was kind and forgiving. That was why he didn’t want to go in the first place.
But what Jonah didn’t understand was that we are all sinners and we all deserve to be punished. If God had been fair and destroyed all the people who sinned, he would have had to destroy Israel too. Jonah didn’t realize that God’s plan to save people included not only Nineveh, but people from every tribe and every nation.
When the people of Nineveh heard Jonah’s warning, they realized they needed God to save them and forgive them. When God heard that, he thought of his Son Jesus and turned his fierce anger away.
Talk about It
(Parents, see if you can relate to Jonah’s struggle by recalling a time when you forgave someone instead of punishing them. For example, perhaps someone scratched or dented your car. In your heart you may have wanted them to pay for it, but you decided it would honor God to forgive them.)
Pray about It
Ask God to help you turn away from your sin.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Isaiah 2:1–4.
Think about It Some More
Isaiah the prophet is speaking of a day when all kinds of people will worship God. People from all different nations will stop fighting and will turn their weapons into tools for farming. Can you imagine a world without war? Something would have to happen to change the hearts of sinful people. There is only one way people will stop fighting forever, and that is if their sins are taken away by trusting in Jesus.
One day God will separate all those who don’t believe in Jesus from those who do believe. Then he will change everyone who believes and give them new bodies that cannot sin. On that day there will be no more fighting and no more wars.
Until that day, God is calling all believers to reach out in love. Jesus said that we should love even our enemies. When people see how our lives are changed by following the Lord, they will want to know more about Jesus.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Since Jesus died on the cross when we were his enemies in sin, ask God to help you love the people around you who might treat you like an enemy at times. (Parents, help your children think about times when even their own brothers or sisters can act like enemies in anger.)
WEEK 70 - JOSIAH, THE EIGHT-YEAR-OLD KING
Make a simple crown out of paper. Decorate it if you like. Then call your children together and tell them you have decided to make one of them king (or queen). Place the crown on his head and ask him to think of one wise judgment or command he would give the family if he were king for the day. Take turns placing the crown on each child to find out what each would do. Try to keep them focused on wise judgments, not silly or selfish ones.
Say, “This week you will learn about Josiah, the boy who became king of Judah when he was just eight years old!”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that you became king overnight and suddenly were in charge of a whole country. As king you could pretty much do anything you wanted. For instance, you could tell all the people in your kingdom that you are making your first day as king National Ice-Cream Day and give everyone in your country free ice cream. As king you could build a great castle for yourself, or you could tell your servants to bring all the king’s treasures into your throne room so you could look at all your gold. You could also tell your people to give you more gold.
Because a king can do what he wants, you can learn a lot about what kind of a man he is by watching what he does. Our story today is about what Josiah did after he became king of Judah. Let’s see what kind of man he was.
Read 2 Chronicles 34:1–7.
Think about It Some More
Josiah’s grandfather, Manasseh, was a wicked king who, for most of his life, put idols everywhere—all over Jerusalem and the surrounding land. He even put idols in God’s temple. When God punished him, Manasseh turned back to God and took the idols out of the temple. But there were still a lot of idols in the land.
When Manasseh died, his son Amon became king and went right back to worshiping idols. By the time Amon’s son Josiah became king, there were idols everywhere, even inside God’s temple.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you to love him more than all the other things in your life—more than games, toys, sleep, relaxation, or even friends.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read 2 Chronicles 34:8–31.
Think about It Some More
When he was 26 years old, King Josiah commanded his servants to clean up and repair God’s temple. While they were working in the temple, the servants found the Book of the Law, which was a part of the Bible. It was probably the books of Leviticus and Deuteronomy and perhaps a few more as well. The Book of the Law had been cast aside when Josiah’s father and grandfather had worshiped idols.
Even though Josiah had done a lot of good things up until then—like tearing down idols and cleaning up the temple—when he heard what the book of the law said, he tore his clothes. He realized that he and all of his people had been sinning against God. Josiah’s only hope was to call out to God.
Huldah, a woman prophet who spoke for God, told Josiah that God was watching when he tore his clothes and God was not going to punish Josiah. Josiah was grateful and promised to obey God’s Word all his life.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for his mercy and forgiveness.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read 2 Chronicles 34:32—35:19.
Think about It Some More
Josiah commanded that the Book of the Law be read to all the people in Jerusalem. He also took away their idols and prepared to celebrate the Passover. As offerings for that celebration, more than 40,000 animals were killed—enough animals to fill a baseball stadium with one animal in every seat!
The Passover reminded the people of how God had delivered their far-off grandfathers from slavery in Egypt. If you remember, the angel of death passed over every house that had the blood of the Passover lamb painted on the door frame. The Passover lambs, sacrificed for the firstborn sons, pointed forward to Jesus, God’s only Son, who would later die on the cross as our Passover Lamb and take the punishment for our sins.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God that the Book of the Law was not lost.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read 2 Chronicles 35:20–27.
Think about It Some More
You may remember, God spoke through the prophetess Huldah and promised Josiah that he would give him peace all his life. For some reason, later in his life, Josiah didn’t remember those words. When he heard the army of Egypt was passing by Jerusalem, he decided to go out and fight them.
It could be that Josiah thought he was doing a good thing by attacking the king of Egypt, who was considered an enemy of Israel. But Josiah must have been very surprised to hear the Egyptian king’s messenger say that God was leading King Neco of Egypt. Clearly, Josiah didn’t believe that God was with the king of Egypt. But Josiah made a big mistake: he didn’t ask for God’s help, and in the end he was killed.
Talk about It
(Parents, perhaps you can remember a time when you tried to put something together without the instructions; or, as a child, you did something without your parents’ permission that ended up badly.)
Pray about It
Ask God to help you with the areas of your life you mentioned above.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Daniel 7:9–14.
Think about It Some More
Daniel was a great prophet whom God spoke to about a time when the world as we know it would end. That was when God was going to bring his judgment. In this part of the Bible, Daniel writes about someone called “the Son of Man” whom God the Father (“the Ancient of Days”) made king over all the earth.
Ever since Daniel gave Israel these words, the people of Israel wondered who this Son of Man would be. When Jesus started his ministry he called himself the Son of Man. One of the first times Jesus said he was “the Son of Man” was when the paralyzed man was lowered from the roof to Jesus so he could be healed. Jesus said, “But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” He said to the man who was paralyzed, “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home” (Luke 5:24). The religious rulers were amazed because they knew about Daniel’s words and saw Jesus’ power.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God that Jesus, the Son of Man, has the authority to forgive our sins.
WEEK 71 - THE FALL OF JERUSALEM
Gather some wooden blocks or dominoes—something that will stack to form a tower. Show your children that if you stack one block directly on top of another you can build a tall tower that will stand. But if each block is just a little off center, soon the tower will tilt and eventually collapse.
Explain that the tower is like God’s people. Place one block directly on top of another and say, “God commanded his people to obey him. Obeying God is like a block directly on top of the one below. But God’s people did not obey, and that is like a block that is crooked.” Stack a block off center. Continue the dialogue and when the tower starts to tilt, but before it falls, say, “God sent the prophet Jeremiah to warn the people of Judah to stop their crooked ways or they would fall. The kings and the people of Judah did not listen.” Continue the warnings with each block until the tower falls.
Say, “This week you will learn how Jerusalem fell because they didn’t obey the Lord.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
When you go to a cemetery, you’ll notice that each gravestone tells you the name of the person who is buried there and the date he or she died. Some gravestones also have a few words to describe what that person did or what kind of person she was while she was alive.
For instance, Thomas Jefferson’s gravestone reads, “Author of the Declaration of American Independence.” Most people hope that one day they will be remembered with words like, “A loving husband and a caring father,” or “She loved God with all of her heart.” Nobody wants to be remembered by the words, “He did what was evil in the sight of the Lord.”
Although they are not on a gravestone, those are the last words God used to describe the lives of the four kings that ruled Jerusalem before it was captured. See if you can find each time they are mentioned as you read the story.
Read 2 Kings 23:31—24:20.
Think about It Some More
Even though King Manasseh turned away from his sin at the very end, his sinful life left a bad impression on his son Amon. Once Amon became king, he led the people of Judah straight back into idolatry.
God had warned that he would punish Judah for following other gods, but Amon, like his father before him, did not care about what God said. The only reason the Lord did not punish his people during King Josiah’s reign was because he obeyed God and removed the idols of his father Amon and grandfather Manasseh. But after Josiah died, his son Jehoahaz returned to idol worship. Thus, God used the pharaoh of Egypt to attack and capture King Jehoahaz.
Instead of turning back to God, the next three kings did the same kind of evil. The Bible describes each of them with the same words: “He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD.” So God judged each of them. Jehoiakim was attacked; Jehoiachin was taken prisoner by Nebuchadnezzar; and Zedekiah, whom we will read more about tomorrow, was captured and led away to Babylon.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you trust in Jesus and live for him.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Jeremiah 25:1–11 and 2 Chronicles 36:1–21.
(The book of 2 Chronicles tells the same story that we read yesterday from the book of 2 Kings.)
Think about It Some More
Have you ever disobeyed and received a warning instead of immediate punishment? Perhaps you can remember a time when you refused to come when called, but instead of being disciplined Mom said, “If you don’t come, you are going to regret it.” Anytime we get a warning instead of punishment it is an act of mercy, a special kindness.
In our story today, God caught Israel in their sin and sent Jeremiah to give them a warning to stop worshiping false gods. For twenty-three years Jeremiah repeated God’s warning over and over. But in the end, when the people of Judah and their kings refused to turn away from their idolatry, God sent the Babylonian armies to capture them and take them away into exile for seventy years.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you obey your parents and listen to their warnings.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Jeremiah 23:1–8.
Think about It Some More
We learned yesterday that God sent his prophet Jeremiah to warn the kings of Judah. Yet year after year the kings did not listen to Jeremiah. Finally the Bible records this frightening statement about God’s people: “But they kept mocking the messengers of God, despising his words and scoffing at his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD rose against his people, until there was no remedy” (2 Chronicles 36:16).
Because of the people’s disobedience to God, Jerusalem was ransacked and its people were taken into captivity. But in the midst of God’s judgment there was also a message of hope.
God was not finished speaking through Jeremiah. God said he would bring his people back out of captivity and give them a new king from the line of David. This king would be a good king who would rule wisely and bring peace and righteousness to God’s people. Jesus was the king Jeremiah was talking about.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for promising to rescue his people even when they were disobeying him.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read 2 Kings 25:1–15 and Lamentations 1:1–3.
Think about It Some More
Jerusalem had a high wall all around it to protect it from attack. When the king of Babylon came to fight Jerusalem, the wall stopped him from getting in. So instead of fighting, the King of Babylon surrounded the city and laid siege to it.
A siege is when you don’t allow any food, water, or supplies to be brought into a city. Unless the people have a way to get food and water, they will starve and have to give up. Also, while blocking any supplies from getting in, the enemy army works to take apart the wall, stone by stone. Eventually a breach or hole is created in the wall.
That is what happened to Jerusalem. When the army of Babylon finally broke through the wall, the king of Judah and his army tried to sneak out of one of the back gates, but they were stopped. Then the army of Babylon came into the city, burned the temple, broke down the walls around the city, and carried the people back to Babylon as prisoners. The book of Lamentations is made up of five sad poems written to describe the sorrow the people felt over the fall of their great city.
Talk about It
(Parents, you may have never been in a battle, but perhaps you have a family member who was. Or, simply talk about a war you remember watching scenes from on television. Talk about how terrible war is.)
Pray about It
Ask God to help you obey his Word and follow him.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Jeremiah 32:37–41.
Think about It Some More
During the very time that Jerusalem was under siege by Nebuchadnezzar, Jeremiah brought an encouraging word from God. Not only did God have a plan to return his people to Jerusalem, he also promised to give them a new heart so they could follow him forever.
The covenant (agreement) God promised them was the covenant Jesus spoke to his disciples about at the Last Supper, the meal they shared before he died. Jesus held out a loaf of bread and said that it represented his body, which was given up for them. The cup represented his blood shed for them.
In the end, instead of God punishing the people for their sin, he punished his Son Jesus. Now, if we trust in Jesus, our sins are taken away as well. That is what the new covenant is all about. Once our sins are forgiven, we too can live in peace with God forever.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for his wonderful promises. (You can use this passage of Scripture to name God’s promises in your prayers, such as, “God, thank you for promising to give us a new heart.”)
WEEK 72 - NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S DREAM
Write the letters of the alphabet on individual note cards or slips of paper. Tell your children you want to play a simple game. Pick a card at random, show the letter, and ask each child to think of something that starts with that letter. Do a couple of rounds.
Then, tell them you think you have made it too easy. Explain that you are going to do it again—only a little differently. This time, once you pick the card, they have to guess the correct letter and then think of something that starts with that letter, without ever seeing the card. They will probably object, saying it is impossible.
Say, “This week, you will learn how King Nebuchadnezzar asked his wise men to interpret a dream, but first they had to tell what the dream was.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Taking a test in school can make you nervous, even if you did a good job studying for it. But think how nervous you would be if your teacher told you that there was going to be only one question on the test. If you didn’t answer it correctly you would fail. That might make you more nervous, especially if you knew the question was going to be very difficult.
Then, imagine that your teacher hands you a blank paper and explains that you are going to have to first write the correct test question and then the correct answer.
That is the kind of test that King Nebuchadnezzar gives his wise men in our story today.
Read Daniel 2:1–16.
Think about It Some More
This story takes place while God’s people are held captive in Babylon under King Nebuchadnezzar. Nebuchadnezzar is not too happy with his wise men. It seems they have been lying to him and giving him poor advice. So, to test if they were truly wise, the king commands them to tell him his dream and what it means.
Since the king is the only one who knows his own dream, it seems like an impossible request. The wise men can’t make up anything because the king would know immediately whether they were telling the truth. The magicians and enchanters know they are only normal men, not gods. They don’t know what the king dreamed and they have no way of finding out. They are fakes who have no power. So the king orders that all the wise men in the land be killed.
But one man, Daniel, knows where to get the answer for the king. Daniel sends word to the king that he can give the king the answer. Although Daniel is an ordinary man who doesn’t know the answer himself, he does know where to get the answer—from God who knows all things.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for giving Daniel courage to speak up and say that he could interpret the dream.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Daniel 2:17–30.
Think about It Some More
Daniel didn’t know the king’s dream, but he knew who did. That is why he called the other men to pray to the true God who knows all things. Later, after God answered Daniel’s prayer, Daniel paid a visit to the king.
When the king asked Daniel if he could tell him his dream, Daniel didn’t take credit for what God had shown him. Daniel told the king that no one could know another’s dreams, but there was a God in heaven who had revealed the answer. Daniel never thought about himself or boasted in himself. Instead, he gave God the glory, and even asked for the other wise men to be freed.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Use the list of things Daniel spoke about God to praise and thank him.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Daniel 2:31–45.
Think about It Some More
The most important part of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was the part about a great rock from God that destroyed the statue and grew into a mountain and filled the whole earth.
The rock was a picture of Jesus Christ and the mountain a picture of God’s kingdom. Throughout the Bible, God often uses a rock or stone to represent his work on the earth. Another example is when water came out from a rock in the desert so the children of Israel could drink from it.
Later, in the New Testament, we are told that the rock in the desert represents Christ (1 Corinthians 10:4). Jesus compared a life lived for God to a house that was strong and sturdy because it was built on the rock of God’s truth (Matthew 7:24). The apostle Paul said that the rock of God’s truth is Jesus (Romans 9:33).
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for crushing our enemies—sin and death—when he died on the cross. Now we can trust the Lord and be free from the power of sin and live forever in heaven with God.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Daniel 2:46–49.
Think about It Some More
When Daniel finished telling the king his dream and what it meant, the king fell on his face amazed.
But the king was confused, because instead of worshiping God, Nebuchadnezzar paid homage to Daniel and offered incense up to Daniel. Although Nebuchadnezzar did praise Daniel’s God, he made God seem like a servant who helped Daniel.
God was going to have to do more work in Nebuchadnezzar’s life to show him that man was supposed to serve God, not the other way around.
Talk about It
(We all have a story of how we came to believe that God is real and all-powerful. Some people read about it in the Bible and believe, while others fall into sin and are almost ruined before they call out to God. Tell your children what God used to reach you.)
Pray about It
Give God all the praise for helping Daniel with the king’s dream.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Isaiah 12:1–2.
Think about It Some More
Isaiah speaks about a day when God’s anger against the sins of man would be taken away. Today we know that there is only one way that the anger of God can be taken away from us. God’s anger was taken away when he turned his anger toward Jesus, his Son, and punished him for our sin.
Jesus stood in our place and took the penalty we deserved. When Jesus was dying on the cross, he said, “It is finished.” This meant that God’s anger had been poured out on him and it was all gone. So when Isaiah speaks of a day of salvation when God would no longer be angry, he is referring to Jesus’ taking on himself God’s anger over our sin and the punishment we deserve. That’s why Isaiah says that God has become our salvation.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for becoming our salvation by taking our sins upon himself.
WEEK 73 - FOUR MEN IN THE FURNACE
For this exercise you will need an empty plastic bottle with an opening big enough to fit a penny through. Roll up a small piece of masking tape, sticky side out, and tape a penny to the inside of the lid of the bottle. There needs to be enough tape to hold the penny in place until you shake the bottle, but not so much as to keep it stuck to the lid when you shake the bottle hard. Adjust the size of the tape if needed.
Distribute three pennies to your children. Give one of them the bottle and ask if the bottle is empty. When he has confirmed the bottle is empty, have him drop the three pennies into the bottle, making sure everyone knows exactly how many were dropped in. Carefully place the lid on the bottle and give the bottle a hard shake to dislodge the penny you’ve hidden in the lid.
Let the children hold the bottle, and remind them how many pennies they put in: three. Then open the lid and dump out the pennies. Have the children count the pennies. They will be amazed that there are four, when they only put in three. Don’t tell them your secret.
Say, “This week you will learn that Nebuchadnezzar was even more amazed when, after throwing three men into the furnace, he saw four men walking in the fire.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Many people visit the Statue of Liberty each year to admire her beauty and think about how she represents freedom and liberty. But what would you do if you were visiting the Statue of Liberty and the park ranger on duty ordered you to bow down and worship the statue, saying that you would be arrested if you didn’t?
As a Christian, you would have a big problem because God tells us in the Bible that we must worship only him. It is fine to admire a great statue, but if we are to obey God’s Word we must refuse to worship anything but God.
In today’s story, we will see what happened when Nebuchadnezzar commanded everyone to bow down to a statue of himself.
Read Daniel 3:1–12.
Think about It Some More
King Nebuchadnezzar made a gold statue ninety feet tall (about as tall as two telephone poles standing one on top of the other). Then he commanded everyone to bow down and worship it. The people of Babylon didn’t mind obeying because they already worshiped many other gods. But the young Israelites Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to bow down because God had said they should worship only him.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you love him more than you love the things of the world.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Daniel 3:13–18.
Think about It Some More
It is easy to say that you believe in something, but it is a lot harder to trust your whole life to it. For instance, you might say you believe that a parachute can save your life if you jump out of an airplane with one, but only if you decide to skydive wearing one would you really be trusting that parachute to save you.
That’s what Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego did with the fiery furnace. They trusted God with their lives. They believed God could save them; but even if God did not, they were not going to bow down to the golden statue. In that case, they were willing to die and go to heaven. That is really trusting God!
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for his power, which is able to deliver us from all harm.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Daniel 3:19–27.
Think about It Some More
When King Nebuchadnezzar ordered the three men thrown into the fire, he expected them to burn up instantly. But instead of burning up, they started walking around! Then God came down and walked right along with them as a fourth man in the fire.
What a wonderful picture of how God reaches out to help us. We are all sinners who deserve the fires of hell as our punishment, but God came down to rescue us. By going into the fire and saving Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, God was showing us that even though we are sinners, he will not allow us to die in the flames if we trust in him.
We are not facing Nebuchadnezzar’s anger, but we are all facing God the Father’s anger for the bad things we have done in our lives. But if we trust in God’s plan through Jesus, we will be saved from God’s punishment and will live forever in heaven with him.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for saving Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and praise him for the people in your family whom he has saved from their sins.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Daniel 3:28–30.
Think about It Some More
King Nebuchadnezzar was amazed by what he saw in the fiery furnace. When Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out of the fire unharmed, the king knew their God had protected them.
A few moments earlier, Nebuchadnezzar had demanded that everyone in his kingdom bow down to the statue he had made. But after seeing the power of God to save, Nebuchadnezzar issued a proclamation to honor the God of Judah.
The faith of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego didn’t just save them from death; it opened the way for all the Jews to worship God freely!
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for the way he came down to be with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Isaiah 12:3–6.
Think about It Some More
Last week we learned that the first two verses of Isaiah 12 are about Jesus and how he took God’s anger so we could be saved. The part we read today tells us what we are supposed to do after God saves us.
First, we are to give thanks. Then, we should tell others about Jesus so the whole world can know. And finally, we should shout and sing for joy because of the Holy One of Israel, which is just another name for Jesus.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank the Lord for dying on the cross. Sing a song of praise to God, and offer up a family shout—have all your children shout out “Praise the Lord!” together.
WEEK 74 - THE GLORY BELONGS
TO GOD ALONE
Pick a few blades of grass from your lawn, one for each of your children. (Use grass that has not been treated with chemicals. Perhaps you will want to wash it anyway, just to be safe.) Pass out the grass and invite your children to taste it.
Grass contains some vitamins that provide a bit of nutritional value, but people cannot digest the cellulose fiber in grass. Bacteria that break down the cellulose fiber live in animals that eat grass to help them digest it. Your children can get the flavor of grass without swallowing it by biting down on a blade of grass, releasing some of its flavor.
Say, “This week you will learn how God humbled King Nebuchadnezzar and had him eat grass like the cattle of the field.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
There once was a zookeeper who worked with the snakes in the snake house. Most of the snakes in the zoo were harmless, but the large king cobra that was about ten feet long was very dangerous. At first the zookeeper took special care around the large snake; but because the snake’s cage was large and the snake liked to stay hidden under a log, the keeper became careless over time.
One day the snake pretended to be asleep, but when the keeper opened the cage and reached in to change the cobra’s water, the snake lunged out to bite his hand. Luckily for the keeper, the snake’s fangs hit the keeper’s wristwatch. With lightning speed the keeper pulled his hand back before the snake could strike again.
Now what do you think the keeper will do the next time he needs to change the king cobra’s water? Our story today is not about a king cobra, but it is about a king. The last time King Nebuchadnezzar had called together his wise men to interpret his dream, they had almost been killed. Let’s see how careful they are this time with the king’s dream.
Read Daniel 4:1–18.
Think about It Some More
When King Nebuchadnezzar called his wise men together to interpret his dream, none of them dared to try and guess. Remember the last time the king demanded they give him both the interpretation and the dream? When they could not, the king struck out against them and issued a decree that they all be killed. (Happily for them, Daniel asked that they be spared.) That’s probably why none of them would even try to give the king an interpretation this time: they were all afraid!
When Daniel arrived, the king was sure that he would be able to interpret the dream. But if you look closely to what Nebuchadnezzar said to Daniel, you can see that the king was still worshiping false gods. Even though he saw how Daniel’s God had protected the three men in the furnace and how Daniel had been able to give him both his dream and the interpretation, Nebuchadnezzar still worshiped his false gods. He even changed Daniel’s name to Belteshazzar, after his favorite false god.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you trust in the Lord and not be slow to believe like Nebuchadnezzar.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Daniel 4:19–26.
Think about It Some More
When God gave him the interpretation of the king’s dream, Daniel was concerned because it was bad news for the king. The tree in the dream represented the king whom God was going to cut down. He would drive the king away from men to live with the beasts of the field, to eat grass like an ox. That is not exactly an easy message to give to a king who had recently thrown people into a blazing hot furnace.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for how he rules over everyone and everything.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Daniel 4:27–33.
Think about It Some More
Daniel told the king to obey God’s commands—to stop sinning and practice righteousness. But even if the king wanted to stop sinning, he would not be able to. And if he could stop sinning, he would still be guilty of all the bad things he had already done, and would still need to be punished for his sin. What the king really needed was to give up and call out to God for mercy.
We are all sinners. We continue to sin no matter how hard we try not to. Plus, all the good things we do cannot cover up the bad things we have already done. Our only hope is to call out to God to save us. God has provided a way for us to be forgiven by sending his Son Jesus to die on the cross for our sins. It is only when we trust in the good work of Jesus on the cross that we can be saved.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you put your trust in Jesus.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Daniel 4:34–37.
Think about It Some More
Everything happened to Nebuchadnezzar just as his dream predicted. Nebuchadnezzar was driven away to eat grass like the cattle in the field. It took a while, but Nebuchadnezzar finally realized that nothing was going to change unless he admitted that God was greater than he was.
Finally, Nebuchadnezzar admitted that God was in charge, not him. Once Nebuchadnezzar turned from his sin and called out to God with faith to believe, God restored his kingdom. Then Nebuchadnezzar worshiped Daniel’s God, calling the Lord the “King of heaven.”
Talk about It
(Parents, we all have stories of how God humbled us. Perhaps you thought you were a shoe-in for a particular job and boasted as though it was yours for the taking, only to find out the job was given to someone else. Or maybe you boasted about how you could beat someone in a game, but in the end you lost. It is helpful for us to share the stories of our failures with our children and how God used them to help us.)
Pray about It
Ask God to help you live a humble life.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 118:19–24 and Acts 4:11–12.
Think about It Some More
To erect a stone building, first a large pile of stones must be gathered and then the stones individually checked to see how they might fit together. Every now and then a stone that is cracked, or stained, or too small cannot be used. That stone is then thrown away—rejected.
This psalm tells of a rejected stone that God used as the most important stone of all, the cornerstone. Peter told the Jews that Jesus was the stone that they rejected, but God used him as the cornerstone. Peter went on to say that Jesus is the only way any of us can be saved. Once again, like the stone from Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, Jesus is compared to a stone.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Do what Psalm 118:24 tells us to do: rejoice because Jesus, our cornerstone, has become our salvation. Praise him for rising from the dead so we could be saved.
WEEK 75 - DANIEL IN THE LIONS’ DEN
Bring a picture of a lion to Bible study. Showing the picture to your children, tell them some facts about lions:
Say, “You would not want to be put in a den with hungry lions! This week you will learn how God protected Daniel in the lions’ den.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Once there were two sisters who lived in a small house in the center of town. The older sister enjoyed baking. People loved to walk past their home because of the wonderful smell of fresh cookies and pastries flowing from the kitchen. Everyone agreed that she made the best cookies in the world.
Because of this, the younger sister became jealous. “No one ever said my cookies were the best in the world,” she said to herself. Then she set out to trick her older sister. She mixed plaster in the flour so when the cookies were baked, they would be as hard as rocks.
But what she didn’t remember was that the next Monday was her own birthday. She didn’t know that her sister planned to make the next batch of cookies to celebrate. So instead of enjoying her sister’s usual delicious cookies, her birthday cookies were so hard she almost broke her teeth trying to get a bite.
Envy will often lead us to do cruel things. We have to be careful because sometimes the things we do out of envy will come back to bite us. Let’s see how envy is at work in our story today.
Read Daniel 6:1–9.
Think about It Some More
By this time, King Nebuchadnezzar is gone and his once great empire, Babylon, has been conquered by a country called Persia. Daniel is still an important man, but now he’s serving Darius, the new king.
Daniel is doing such a good job that the other leaders of Persia (some Bible versions call them presidents while others translate different titles) are envious. They plan a way to ruin Daniel by convincing King Darius to make a new law to trap him. To get Darius to approve the law, they lie by saying that all the officials agree it is a good law. But they never even asked Daniel!
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you to not be envious of others.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Daniel 6:10–18.
Think about It Some More
Even though Daniel found out about the new law against praying, he was not afraid. He knew that God could protect him. Daniel surely remembered that God had protected Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the furnace. That was a story the satraps had not been around for. They didn’t consider that Daniel might get help from God, but Daniel did. So, even though it was against the law, Daniel continued to pray with courage at his open window.
When the wicked leaders reported Daniel to the king, he was very upset and tried to help, but there was nothing he could do. All he could do was hope that Daniel’s God could save him.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to help you to trust him like Daniel trusted God.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Daniel 6:19–23.
Think about It Some More
When we trust in the Lord to save us we will be saved. That is the message this story teaches us. Daniel didn’t trust his own strength and try to fight the lions off by himself. Daniel trusted the Lord to save him.
That is the same thing God wants us to do. We all have broken God’s law and deserve to be punished. God’s law, like the law in Daniel’s day, cannot be changed. Instead of a lions’ den, our punishment is a terrible place called hell. Our only hope to escape is if we trust in God who sent his Son Jesus to die in our place.
Jesus took our punishment on the cross so the law of God, which cannot be changed, could be satisfied. There is one big difference: God wanted Daniel to disobey the bad law made by men, but God does not want us to disobey the Bible, which contains God’s laws that were written for our good.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for saving Daniel and for making a way for us to be saved too.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Daniel 6:24–28.
Think about It Some More
When the wicked leaders first told the king about the law they used to trap Daniel, they lied to him. They said that all the other leaders had agreed to it, but Daniel had not been a part of making the law. When the king saw that the purpose of the law had been to trap Daniel, he punished the other rulers by giving all of them the same punishment they had planned for Daniel: he threw them into the lions’ den.
But their false gods could not protect them from the hungry lions, which attacked and killed them. Then the king praised Daniel’s God. We don’t know if King Darius trusted in God for himself but, given what he said about God, we may one day see King Darius in heaven.
Talk about It
(Parents, think back to when you were growing up. Envy is a sin that often leads to gossiping, or even destroying the property of others. Help your children to see that envy is a dangerous sin.)
Pray about It
Use the king’s letter to praise God in your prayers.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Psalm 118:26–29 and Matthew 21:6–9.
Think about It Some More
We learned last week that this psalm is talking about Jesus. In today’s reading, we see more connections to Jesus. Jesus is the one who came in the name of the Lord. Jesus is the light God sent to shine upon us, and it is through sending his Son Jesus that God showed us his great love that lasts forever.
Talk about It
Pray about It
As a family, try to come up with reasons for thanking God. Make sure to include the most important reason: our salvation.
WEEK 76 - THE EXILES RETURN
Make a batch of muffins and set a timer for when you should take them out of the oven. Call your children into the kitchen about three to five minutes before the timer goes off. Explain that you are the maker of the muffins and by your own strength you placed them in the oven. Also, you have determined that they will remain in the oven for ____ minutes (however long is left). You have also arranged that a timer will go off at the proper time.
When the timer goes off, take the muffins out and invite each of them to have one. While they are enjoying the treat, explain that we do have control—in a limited way—over some things like the muffins, but God controls all things.
Say, “This week we will learn that God planned the captivity of Israel, decided how long his people would remain in Babylon, and moved the heart of a king to allow his people to return home and rebuild Jerusalem.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine that Mom or Dad came home from work on Friday and told you to go to bed early because, before dawn the next morning, you were leaving for a surprise: a three-day vacation!
If we told you that, would you believe us? If you are like most kids, you would trust and not doubt at all. The moment we announced the vacation you would start to celebrate. Then the next morning, when you woke up, you would excitedly try to guess where you were going. You would never think that we may be lying to you because we have always treated you honestly and kept our word and promises.
In our Bible story today, we see that God always keeps his promises. First, we’ll read a promise God made to his people through the prophet Jeremiah, and then we’ll see how God kept his promise. Did you know God is even more trustworthy than our parents? He has never ever broken a promise. So if he says in the Bible that he will do something, we can trust that he will keep his promise.
Read Jeremiah 29:7–14 and Ezra 1.
Think about It Some More
God used King Nebuchadnezzar to teach his people a lesson. When they refused to listen to the warnings he gave then through the prophets, he used Nebuchadnezzar to swoop in, defeat Jerusalem, and take his people away as captives to Babylon. But the whole time God’s people were captives in Babylon, God protected them.
In our first Bible passage today, we learned that God planned to rescue his people from Babylon after 70 years. Remember back when God rescued his people from slavery in Egypt, how he hardened Pharaoh’s heart and used Moses to deliver them? In this story, he did the opposite with the king’s heart: he softened the heart of Cyrus, King of Persia, to allow the Jews to return to Jerusalem and rebuild God’s temple. Cyrus even gave the people of Israel all the money they needed to rebuild the temple, and returned all the things from the temple that king Nebuchadnezzar had taken when he attacked Jerusalem.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for always keeping his promises.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Ezra 3:1–7.
Think about It Some More
Once the people of Israel had settled back in their homes, they gathered in Jerusalem and rebuilt the altar there. You may remember, the reason they were captured by Babylon is because they were following the false idols of the people around them. But now, it seems they have learned their lesson. They didn’t rebuild the high places around Jerusalem, nor did they make an altar to Baal. They rebuilt God’s altar in the place where it was supposed to be and offered sacrifices to the Lord according to the directions God gave to them through Moses.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to protect your family from any danger you might face.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Ezra 3:8–13.
Think about It Some More
Some of the people of God who returned to Jerusalem from Babylon were very old. If a boy had been a ten-year-old when he was first captured, he would be an eighty-year-old now, after the 70 years of captivity in Babylon.
Those older men remembered how beautiful Solomon’s temple was before it was destroyed. That’s why they were sad and crying. But their children, who had grown up in Babylon, had never seen Solomon’s temple, so they rejoiced when the foundation was laid.
Even though the new temple was not as big and beautiful, something very special would one day happen there. Jesus would visit this new temple. He would walk across the very foundation they were laying. The older men had good reason to be sad, but if they had only known that Jesus was going to teach in the rebuilt temple, heal the sick there, and teach about the gospel, they would have rejoiced instead of cried.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for bringing his people out of Babylon and helping them rebuild the temple.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Ezra 4:1–5 and 17–24.
Think about It Some More
Before Nebuchadnezzar attacked Jerusalem, it was a strong city with high walls all around it. But after the battle, Nebuchadnezzar broke down the walls, burned the temple, and destroyed the homes inside the city.
Without its high walls, and with all the strong young men captured, Israel’s enemies were happy. They knew that without the walls or an army Israel could not attack them. But now, as we see in our story today, thousands of God’s people had returned. They were rebuilding the temple and the walls of the city. This made Israel’s enemies afraid again.
Israel’s enemies offered to help them so they could see what was going on. But Zerubbabel refused. So Israel’s enemies complained to the king, who then ordered the work to be stopped. That discouraged God’s people. But they obeyed the king’s order and stopped working on the temple and the wall and started rebuilding their homes instead.
Talk about It
(Parents, try to remember a time when a neighbor didn’t want you to put up a fence, or a boss didn’t want to put up a picture at work; or perhaps you can remember a story from when you were a child and a fellow student tried to stop you from doing something. Even if you don’t have a story, help your children identify with the people of God who were afraid.)
Pray about It
Thank God for his great strength and promise to trust in God when you are afraid.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Haggai 2:6–9 and John 2:19–22.
Think about It Some More
This Bible story took place when God’s people were rebuilding Solomon’s temple. Those who were old enough to remember the old temple were sad because the new one was not as nice. But Haggai, one of God’s prophets, told them that one day the glory of God’s temple would be even greater than it was in Solomon’s day. That gave the people of Israel hope that one day a great temple would be built again.
But what they didn’t know was that Haggai wasn’t talking about building a bigger building or one with more decorations. He was talking about Jesus. When Jesus came, he said his body was the true temple of God. And when we become a Christian, God’s Spirit comes to live inside of us so we become a part of God’s temple too. Having God’s Spirit live in our hearts is way better than having him live in a building.
So you see, Haggai was right: the latter glory of God’s temple is much greater than its former glory.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to save each member of your family so they can become a part of God’s temple too.
WEEK 77 - THE TEMPLE IS COMPLETED
Gather a few baby photos of each of your children and call them together to show them the pictures. Kids always get a charge out of seeing themselves as babies. After showing them the photos, ask them why we keep photos at all. Explain that we do this to help us remember the special events of our lives so we never forget.
Ask your children if they know how God helped the Israelites to remember the days when Moses led them out of Egypt. The answer is that God commanded them to celebrate the Passover every year. God’s directions for the Passover were recorded in the book of Moses (the first five books of the Bible).
Say, “This week you will learn how the Passover tradition was preserved, even through the captivity of the Israelites in Babylon.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Two brothers, Bob and Eric Smith, decided to build a tree house with a few scraps of lumber, in a tree at the back of their yard. But when Sam Jones, the boy who lived behind them, saw it, he complained. He said he was going to report them to his father. He claimed the tree they were building in belonged to his family. But Bob and Eric didn’t stop building; they were certain the tree was in their own yard. They had no fence between the yards, so it wasn’t always clear where one ended and the other began.
When Mr. Smith came home he assured Bob and Eric that the tree was on their property and encouraged them to keep building their tree house. He phoned Mr. Jones, who then scolded Sam for causing trouble and warned him not to bother Bob and Eric again. Then Mr. Jones directed Sam to collect all their scrap lumber and give it to Bob and Eric for their tree house.
Today we will read how the governor in the land tried to stop Israel from completing the temple, but the people didn’t listen. They trusted God and continued to build.
Read Haggai 1:1–15 and Ezra 5:1–5.
Think about It Some More
When King Ahasuerus had ordered the people of Jerusalem to stop rebuilding the temple and the city, they had become afraid and stopped working. Instead of rebuilding God’s house, the people worked on their own homes and gardens. But God didn’t bless their crops so, at harvest time, they didn’t collect very much grain.
God then sent the prophet Haggai to give them a message. Haggai told God’s people to stop work on their own homes and return to working on God’s house, the temple. The people obeyed God’s word through the prophet and went back to building God’s house.
When Tattenai, the local governor, saw them rebuilding he tried to stop them. But God’s people didn’t stop. This time they trusted God and kept on building.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for patiently helping Israel rebuild the temple.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Ezra 6:1–12.
Think about It Some More
Governor Tattenai sent word to King Darius that the Jews were rebuilding the temple. He asked the king to investigate to see if the former king, Cyrus, really had given them permission to rebuild. Tattenai probably thought the Jews were making up that story.
King Darius ordered his servants to investigate to see if it was true. They searched the records of the former king. Sure enough, they found the decree from King Cyrus and read it out loud to Darius. Not only had King Cyrus ordered that the temple in Jerusalem be rebuilt, he had also ordered that the royal treasury pay for it.
King Darius ordered Tattenai to allow construction to continue. And, much to Tattenai’s surprise, the king ordered him to pay for everything the Jews needed to finish the job. Tattenai must have been shocked. Instead of getting permission to stop the Jews from rebuilding, the king ordered him to help them.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Praise God for the way he can turn the heart of a ruler to do God’s will.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Ezra 6:13–22.
Think about It Some More
When the new temple was completed, over 700 animals were sacrificed as an offering to God for the sins of the people. By killing animals for their sins, they were saying that they knew they were sinners who needed to be saved from their sins.
These sacrifices pointed to the day God would send his Son Jesus to die on the cross. God’s people also celebrated the Passover by killing a lamb for each family. They didn’t realize it at the time, but the Passover lamb also pointed to Jesus, the Lamb of God, who would one day come to take away their sins.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God we don’t have to kill any animals for our sins. Jesus paid the price for our sin once and for all.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Ezra 7.
Think about It Some More
Once again we see how God was working in the hearts of kings to help his people. King Artaxerxes gave Ezra permission to return to Jerusalem with anyone who wanted to go. On top of that, the king ordered that gold and silver and special gifts be given for use in the temple. When Ezra heard all that the king had ordered to help God’s people, he knew that God was behind it all.
Talk about It
(Parents, think of a ruler of a foreign country who is not serving God that would surprise you if he changed and started serving God. Tell your children why you would be so surprised.)
Pray about It
Thank God for the way he used foreign kings to accomplish his plan.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Zechariah 3:1–5.
Think about It Some More
In this prophecy Zechariah is describing a courtroom. There are three people in the courtroom: Satan, the Angel of the Lord (another name for God), and Joshua (who represents all of God’s people).
In the prophecy Joshua stands, dressed in filthy clothes, before the king. His dirty clothes represent his and all of our sins. When Satan sees the dirty clothes, he begins to accuse him (he tells Joshua he is a bad person). But God stops Satan and tells him that Joshua has been rescued out of the fire. Then God gives Joshua bright, white, pure, clean clothes to wear.
This vision is a picture of what God does for everyone who trusts in Jesus. When we trust the Lord, our sins (our dirty clothes) are taken away and God gives us clean clothes to wear (the sinlessness or righteousness of Jesus).
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for taking away our sin and giving the sinlessness of Jesus to everyone who trusts in the Lord.
WEEK 78 - NEHEMIAH
Take your children to your front door and show them how thick and hard the door is and how the lock works. Then ask them the following questions to stimulate a discussion:
Say, “This week you will learn how God moved Nehemiah to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls.”
DAY ONE
Picture It
Imagine how sad you would be if you heard that your grandparents’ house was burned to the ground, and they were living in a tent until it could be rebuilt. Wouldn’t you and your family be sad when you heard the news and want to pray for them and go to help them?
In our story today, a man named Nehemiah heard that the walls of Jerusalem were broken down and the gates had been burned by fire. He became very sad at the news and prayed to God for help.
Read Nehemiah 1.
Think about It Some More
Nehemiah was the cupbearer to King Artaxerxes. Artaxerxes was the same king who gave permission to Ezra to return to his people in Jerusalem, and he gave all the gold and silver and other gifts to help rebuild the temple. When Nehemiah heard that the walls of Jerusalem were still broken down, he was very sad because that meant that God’s people and the temple of the Lord were open to attack. But instead of becoming afraid, Nehemiah prayed to the Lord for help.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Read Nehemiah’s prayer in verse 5 and use it to praise God like Nehemiah did.
DAY TWO
Remember It
What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?
Read Nehemiah 2.
Think about It Some More
Nehemiah was a courageous man. He was not afraid to ask the king to send him to Jerusalem to repair the walls. He wasn’t afraid to stand up and challenge the people of Jerusalem to start the work. And he wasn’t afraid of Sanballat, who accused him of rebelling against the king. The reason Nehemiah could be so courageous and brave was that he trusted the Lord.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Ask God to give you courage to live for him like Nehemiah did.
DAY THREE
Connect It to Jesus
Can anyone guess how our story this week is about or points forward to Jesus?
Read Nehemiah 3.
(Parents, this is a long section of Scripture. If you have younger children, read Nehemiah 3:1–15. Reading the whole list of repairs helps to give a picture of how all the families worked together to finish the job.)
Think about It Some More
God gave Nehemiah a great plan: all the families of Jerusalem would work together to rebuild the wall. With everybody helping, the job of rebuilding the huge walls of Jerusalem could be completed quickly.
Nehemiah assigned each family to work on the wall near their own house. The people were glad to rebuild the walls where they lived because the walls protected their homes from attack. All around Jerusalem the families were working to complete the project.
While they were working, there was something special happening that they didn’t know about. One day, about 400 years later, Jesus would walk along the very walls they were rebuilding, and he would walk through the gates of Jerusalem they were repairing. They didn’t know it, but their work to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem was a part of God’s plan to save his people from their sin.
One day Jesus would teach at the temple they rebuilt and be arrested within the walls they were rebuilding. Then, when Jesus was found guilty, he would once again walk through one of the gates in the wall to be crucified just outside the city.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank God for the wisdom he gave Nehemiah in rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem.
DAY FOUR
Remember It
What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?
Read Nehemiah 4 and 6:15–16.
Think about It Some More
At first Sanballat made fun of the people of Jerusalem who were working to rebuild the huge walls of Jerusalem. But when he heard the breaches (holes) in the wall were being closed up, he stopped laughing. He knew that when the openings were closed and the wall rebuilt, he would have a hard time attacking Jerusalem if he wanted. Israel would grow strong again. Then they could attack Sanballat!
That’s why Sanballat gathered together the other leaders in the area to form an army. They wanted to plan a surprise attack to defeat God’s people before the wall was finished.
But God made sure their plan was discovered by Nehemiah. When he found out, he gathered the people of God to pray and then ordered them to guard the lowest parts of the wall with weapons. When Sanballat heard the workers were armed with swords and spears, he realized his plan to attack by surprise wouldn’t work. Every day the workers took their weapons with them. If Sanballat tried to attack, the people of God were ready for him. With each passing day the openings of the wall were closing up, and the wall grew taller until attack was impossible and the wall was finished.
The sad part is that, even though the walls of Jerusalem were rebuilt, and the people confessed their sin and promised to follow God (Nehemiah 9), God’s people still sinned against him. Rebuilding Jerusalem and the temple was not enough. God needed to send Jesus, his only Son, to die on the cross to take away our sin.
Talk about It
(Parents, try to remember a big job that was made easier by a large group of people. Perhaps a group of your friends helped a person move or build a house on a mission trip.)
Pray about It
Thank God for helping his people finish the walls of Jerusalem.
DAY FIVE
Discover It
Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn from it about Jesus.
Read Zechariah 3:8–10.
Think about It Some More
Several times in these lessons we have seen where the prophets of old use the code word “branch” to refer to Jesus. (For example, see Isaiah 4:2; 11:1–2; and Jeremiah 23:5; 33:15–16.) Here in our last lesson of the Old Testament, Zechariah said something amazing. He said that this Branch will remove the iniquity (take away the sins) of God’s people in a single day.
That is exactly what Jesus did when he died on the cross and took the punishment we deserved. On the cross when Jesus said, “It is finished” (John 19:30), he meant that the punishment God poured out on him (instead of us) was finished and taken away. In a single day, the Branch had taken away the sins of the world.
Talk about It
Pray about It
Thank Jesus for taking all our sins away by his death and resurrection from the dead.