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				How to Use This Study

				This study is designed for both individual and small-group use. We’ve divided it into eight lessons—each references one or more chapters in Warren W. Wiersbe’s commentary Be Comforted (second edition, David C. Cook, 2009). While reading Be Comforted is not a prerequisite for going through this study, the additional insights and background Wiersbe offers can greatly enhance your study experience. 

				The Getting Started questions at the beginning of each lesson offer you an opportunity to record your first thoughts and reactions to the study text. This is an important step in the study process as those “first impressions” often include clues about what it is your heart is longing to discover.

				The bulk of the study is found in the Going Deeper questions. These dive into the Bible text and, along with helpful excerpts from Wiersbe’s commentary, help you examine not only the original context and meaning of the verses but also modern application. 

				Looking Inward narrows the focus down to your personal story. These intimate questions can be a bit uncomfortable at times, but don’t shy away from honesty here. This is where you are asked to stand before the mirror of God’s Word and look closely at what you see. It’s the place to take a good look at yourself in light of the lesson and search for ways in which you can grow in faith. 

				Going Forward is the place where you can commit to paper those things you want or need to do in order to better live out the discoveries you made in the Looking Inward section. Don’t skip or skim through this. Take the time to really consider what practical steps you might take to move closer to Christ. Then share your thoughts with a trusted friend who can act as an encourager and accountability partner.

				Finally, there is a brief Seeking Help section to close the lesson. This is a reminder for you to invite God into your spiritual-growth process. If you choose to write out a prayer in this section, come back to it as you work through the lesson and continue to seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you discover God’s will for your life.

				Tips for Small Groups

				A small group is a dynamic thing. One week it might seem like a group of close-knit friends. The next it might seem more like a group of uncomfortable strangers. A small-group leader’s role is to read these subtle changes and adjust the tone of the discussion accordingly. 

				Small groups need to be safe places for people to talk openly. It is through shared wrestling with difficult life issues that some of the greatest personal growth is discovered. But in order for the group to feel safe, participants need to know it’s okay not to share sometimes. Always invite honest disclosure, but never force someone to speak if he or she isn’t comfortable doing so. (A savvy leader will follow up later with a group member who isn’t comfortable sharing in a group setting to see if a one-on-one discussion is more appropriate.)

				Have volunteers take turns reading excerpts from Scripture or from the commentary. The more each person is involved even in the mundane tasks, the more they’ll feel comfortable opening up in more meaningful ways.

				The leader should watch the clock and keep the discussion moving. Sometimes there may be more Going Deeper questions than your group can cover in your available time. If you’ve had a fruitful discussion, it’s okay to move on without finishing everything. And if you think the group is getting bogged down on a question or has taken off on a tangent, you can simply say, “Let’s go on to question 5.” Be sure to save at least ten to fifteen minutes for the Going Forward questions.

				Finally, soak your group meetings in prayer—before you begin, during as needed, and always at the end of your time together. 

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Introduction to Isaiah

				Courage and Confidence

				At a time when empires were rising and falling and his nation was in peril, Isaiah wrote, “In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and confidence shall be your strength” (Isa. 30:15 NKJV). And when a new generation faced the arduous task of rebuilding a ruined nation, it was the words of Isaiah the prophet that gave them courage: “Those who wait on the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint” (40:31 NKJV).

				Isaiah was a man who had God’s light, and he was not afraid to let it shine.

				Chastened and Restored

				In Isaiah’s book, we shall meet not only this outstanding prophet, but also some mighty kings and rulers; and we shall witness the rise and fall of magnificent kingdoms. We shall see God’s people chastened and then restored. But above all else, we shall see the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Suffering Servant, as He does the will of God and suffers and dies for the sins of the world.

				As you study Isaiah and discover God’s prophetic plan for the nations of the world, don’t miss his emphasis on the personal message of God’s forgiveness. “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool” (1:18).

				—Warren W. Wiersbe

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Lesson 1

				Prophet Wanted

				(ISAIAH 1—12)

				Before you begin …

				•	Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and wisdom as you go through this lesson.

				•	Read Isaiah 1—12. This lesson references chapters 1–3 in Be Comforted. It will be helpful for you to have your Bible and a copy of the commentary available as you work through this lesson.

				Getting Started

				From the Commentary

				The first thing you must know about prophets is that their ministry focuses on the present as well as on the future. They “tell forth” the Word of God as well as “foretell” the works of God. True prophets are like good doctors: They diagnose the case, prescribe a remedy, and warn the patient what will happen if the prescription is ignored (see Jer. 6:14 and 8:11).

				Unlike Jeremiah and Ezekiel, Isaiah did not begin his book with an account of his call to ministry. This he gave in chapter 6. Instead, he started with a probing examination of Judah’s present situation and gave a passionate plea for God’s people to return to the Lord.

				—Be Comforted, page 27

				1. Why do you think Isaiah opened his letter with a plea for God’s people to return to the Lord instead of an account of his call to ministry? How does Isaiah’s analysis parallel the situation in the Western world today?

				More to Consider: Isaiah notes that God’s people were a religious people (Isa. 1:10–15). What did this religiosity consist of? How is that similar to or different from the religiosity in today’s church? 

				2. Choose one verse or phrase from Isaiah 1—12 that stands out to you. This could be something you’re intrigued by, something that makes you uncomfortable, something that puzzles you, something that resonates with you, or just something you want to examine further. Write that here. 

				Going Deeper

				From the Commentary 

				The prophet looked ahead to the time when God’s righteous kingdom would be established and the temple would become the center for the worldwide worship of the Lord. In Isaiah’s day, the Jews were adopting the false gods of the Gentiles, but the day would come when the Gentiles would abandon their idols and worship the true God of Israel. The nations would also lay down their weapons and stop warring. These promises must not be “spiritualized” and applied to the church, for they describe a literal kingdom of righteousness and peace.

				—Be Comforted, pages 30–31

				3. What are some of the things Isaiah promises in chapters 2—4 concerning God’s future work? Why is it wrong to “spiritualize” these promises and apply them to the church? What lessons can today’s church glean from examining these promises in their cultural and historical context?

				From the Commentary 

				Anyone reading Isaiah might be inclined to ask, “What right does this man have to pronounce judgment on the leaders of our land and the many worshippers in the temple?” The answer is in chapter 6: Isaiah’s account of his call to ministry. Before he announced any “woes” on others, he first confessed his own sin and said, “Woe is me!” He saw the Holy One of Israel, and he could not keep silent.

				—Be Comforted, page 35

				4. How does Isaiah go about confessing his own sin? Why is this important in the context of his proclamations? How does his approach compare and contrast to modern-day “prophets” who announce “woe” on others? 

				From Today’s World

				While the number of self-proclaimed “modern-day prophets” has diminished in recent years, there still exist a number of leaders in the Christian church who claim a special insight into spiritual matters of the “coming soon” flavor. Many of these focus primarily on Jesus’ second coming, but others proclaim specific messages about God’s judgment of people who practice specific lifestyles or make certain life choices. Some of these leaders go to great lengths to make known their beliefs about God’s judgment.

				5. Who are today’s trusted prophets? Why are there so many self-proclaimed prophets today? What is the best test for whether or not someone is a true prophet or someone just spouting an opinion? What motivates Christian leaders to make bold proclamations (wrong or right)?

				From the Commentary 

				The sight of a holy God and the sound of the holy hymn of worship brought great conviction to Isaiah’s heart, and he confessed that he was a sinner. Unclean lips are caused by an unclean heart (Matt. 12:34–35). Isaiah cried out to be cleansed inwardly (Ps. 51:10), and God met his need. If this scene had been on earth, the coals would have come from the brazen altar where sacrificial blood had been shed, or perhaps from the censer of the high priest on the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16:12). Isaiah’s cleansing came by blood and fire, and it was verified by the word of the Lord (Isa. 6:7).

				Before we can minister to others, we must permit God to minister to us.

				—Be Comforted, pages 36–37

				6. What does it mean to permit God to minister to us? Why was this important to Isaiah’s story? How does Isaiah’s cry to be cleansed speak to his immediate audience? How does it speak to the church and especially church leaders today?

				From the Commentary 

				“Behold, I and the children whom the LORD hath given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts” (8:18).

				This statement by the prophet Isaiah is a key to understanding the meaning of the events and prophecies in Isaiah 7—12. In his previous messages, Isaiah focused on the spiritual needs of his people, but in this section he deals with the political situation and the failure of the leaders to trust the Lord.

				—Be Comforted, page 41

				7. Why do you think Isaiah chose to focus first on the spiritual needs of his people before addressing the political concerns? What wisdom can today’s church glean from Isaiah’s approach?

				From the Commentary 

				God warned Isaiah not to follow the majority and support the popular pro-Assyrian party. Even though his stand was looked upon as treason, Isaiah opposed all foreign alliances and urged the people to put their faith in the Lord (7:9; 28:16; 30:15). The Jewish political leaders were asking, “Is it popular? Is it safe?” But the prophet was asking, “Is it right? Is it the will of God?”

				—Be Comforted, pages 44–45

				8. In what ways is Isaiah’s decision not to follow the majority like decisions Christian leaders have to make today? What are the sorts of questions leaders ought to ask today when faced with a difficult or uncertain situation? How can leaders be assured they’re asking the right questions? 

				More to Consider: When in a time of crisis, the people of Isaiah’s day often turned to consulting demons. What tempts people to seek answers in the occult instead of through God’s Word? 

				From the Commentary 

				Isaiah 9:6 declared both the humanity (“a Child is born”) and the deity (“a Son is given”) of the Lord Jesus Christ. The prophet then leaps ahead to the kingdom age, when the Messiah will reign in righteousness and justice from David’s throne. God had promised David that his dynasty and throne would be established forever (2 Sam. 7:16), and this is fulfilled literally in Jesus Christ (Luke 1:32–33; Zech. 9:9), who will one day reign from Jerusalem (Isa. 11:1–5; Jer. 23:5–8; 30:8–10). 

				—Be Comforted, page 47

				9. Review Isaiah 9:1–7. How does Isaiah describe the Redeemer who is promised to God’s people? In what ways would these descriptions have been appealing to them? In what ways might they have questioned Isaiah’s message? Why is it important that David’s name is mentioned here? 

				From the Commentary 

				Isaiah’s name means “Jehovah is salvation,” and “salvation” is a key theme in Isaiah 12:1–6. “In that day” refers to the day of Israel’s regathering and reunion and the righteous reign of the Lord Jesus Christ.

				The refrain in Isaiah 12:2 (“The LORD JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation”) was sung at the Exodus (Ex. 15:2) and at the rededication of the temple in Ezra’s day (Ps. 118:14).… It was sung in Jerusalem when the second temple was dedicated under the leadership of Ezra, a priest. It will be sung again when the Jewish nation accepts Jesus Christ as its King.

				—Be Comforted, page 51

				10. In what ways do you see the message of salvation playing out in Isaiah’s first twelve chapters? Why would it have been significant to the Israelites that his name means “Jehovah is salvation”? How does the song that ends this section of Isaiah speak to the hopes of the Israelites? To us today?

				Looking Inward

				Take a moment to reflect on all that you’ve explored thus far in this study of Isaiah 1—12. Review your notes and answers and think about how each of these things matters in your life today.

				Tips for Small Groups: To get the most out of this section, form pairs or trios and have group members take turns answering these questions. Be honest and as open as you can in this discussion, but most of all, be encouraging and supportive of others. Be sensitive to those who are going through particularly difficult times and don’t press for people to speak if they’re uncomfortable doing so.

				11. The Jews of Isaiah’s time often looked to false idols to find purpose and meaning. What are some of the false idols you’ve considered or pursued in your life? What lured you to them instead of Christ? How have you turned from these idols?

				12. What are some of the leadership roles you’ve played in life? Have you, like Isaiah, ever asked God to cleanse you before you take on a leadership role? What did that look like? Why is it important to seek God’s forgiveness before trying to help others find God?

				13. When have you, like Isaiah, chosen to go against the crowd because of your beliefs? How did that work out? What are the risks of going against the crowd? The benefits? How do you know when it’s right to go against the crowd?

				Going Forward

				14. Think of one or two things that you have learned that you’d like to work on in the coming week. Remember that this is all about quality, not quantity. It’s better to work on one specific area of life and do it well than to work on many and do poorly (or to be so overwhelmed that you simply don’t try). 

				Do you need to listen more carefully to what God is saying to you? Do you need to gain confidence so you can stand for God when others stand against Him? Be specific. Go back through Isaiah 1—12 and put a star next to the phrase or verse that is most encouraging to you. Consider memorizing this verse.

				Real-Life Application Ideas: Spend some time investigating the claims of modern-day prophets. Consider the messages they have to proclaim. Then take a look at your own church and the messages it is sending. What can you learn by comparing these things that will help you know when a message is from God and when it is from man?

				Seeking Help

				15. Write a prayer below (or simply pray one in silence), inviting God to work on your mind and heart in those areas you’ve previously noted. Be honest about your desires and fears. 

				Notes for Small Groups:

				•	Look for ways to put into practice the things you wrote in the Going Forward section. Talk with other group members about your ideas and commit to being accountable to one another.

				•	During the coming week, ask the Holy Spirit to continue to reveal truth to you from what you’ve read and studied.

				•	Before you start the next lesson, read Isaiah 13—23. For more in-depth lesson preparation, read chapter 4, “The Burdened Prophet,” in Be Comforted.

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Lesson 2

				The Burdens

				(ISAIAH 13—23)

				Before you begin …

				•	Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and wisdom as you go through this lesson.

				•	Read Isaiah 13—23. This lesson references chapter 4 in Be Comforted. It will be helpful for you to have your Bible and a copy of the commentary available as you work through this lesson.

				Getting Started

				From the Commentary

				Is there a pattern to history? Is anyone in charge? The British historian Edward Gibbon called history “little more than the register of crimes, follies, and misfortunes of mankind.” But the American missionary leader Arthur T. Pierson said that “history is His story.” Which one is right?

				The prophet Isaiah would stand with Pierson, for these eleven chapters are certainly evidence that God is at work in the nations of the world.

				—Be Comforted, page 55

				1. What are some examples from Isaiah 13—23 that illustrate how God is at work in the nations of the world? How do these events support what Pierson states in the previous excerpt?

				More to Consider: Isaiah refers to his prophetic declarations as “burdens.” Why do you think this particular word was used? In what way are the prophet’s words burdens? 

				2. Choose one verse or phrase from Isaiah 13—23 that stands out to you. This could be something you’re intrigued by, something that makes you uncomfortable, something that puzzles you, something that resonates with you, or just something you want to examine further. Write that here. 

				Going Deeper

				From the Commentary 

				The word Babel means “gateway to a god” and sounds like the Hebrew word balal, which means “confusion” (Gen. 10:8–10; 11:1–9). In Scripture, Babylon symbolizes the world system man has built in defiance of God. Jerusalem and Babylon are contrasting cities: One is the chosen city of God, the other the wicked city of man. 

				—Be Comforted, page 56

				3. What is the message Isaiah gives to Babylon? What is the reason for this proclamation (see Isa. 13:6–22)? Is there a meaning here beyond the specific details of the city’s fate? Explain.

				From the Commentary 

				The picture in Isaiah 14:1–23 is that of a mighty monarch whose pride has brought him to destruction. This is what happened to Belshazzar when Darius the Mede captured Babylon in 539 BC (Dan. 5). Isaiah described the king’s arrival in sheol, the world of the dead, where the king’s wealth, glory, and power vanished. The dead kings already in sheol stood in tribute to him (Isa. 14:9), but it was all a mockery. Death is the great leveler; there are no kings in the world of the dead. “Lucifer” (v. 12) is Latin for “morning star” and suggests that this king’s glory did not last very long. The morning star shines but is soon swallowed up by the light of the sun.

				The prophet saw in this event something far deeper than the defeat of an empire. In the fall of the king of Babylon, he saw the defeat of Satan, the “prince of this world,” who seeks to energize and motivate the leaders of nations (John 12:31; Eph. 2:1–3). 

				—Be Comforted, pages 57–58

				4. Go through Isaiah 14:1–23 and circle references directed specifically to the “morning star.” What evidence is there in this passage that Isaiah is talking about something more than an earthly leader? Why is that important to the audience Isaiah is addressing directly? Why is that important to the church today?

				From the History Books

				The city of Babylon, built on the Euphrates River, may have been the largest city in the world at a few points in history (from 1770 to 1670 BC and again from 612 to 320 BC). It is believed to have been one of the first cities to reach a population of 200,000 and was well known as a center of commerce. Not surprisingly, the city suffered from constant siege and was destroyed and rebuilt on more than one occasion. Because of all this turmoil, the city eventually was emptied and today is little more than ruins, buried under the modern city of Hillah, Iraq.

				5. In what ways does the city of Babylon mirror the big cities around the world today? Why do big cities suffer from so much turmoil? What message does the destruction of Babylon give to us today? What are the warnings inherent in Babylon’s history? What does this tell us about the church’s responsibility to powerful cities and the people who run them?

				From the Commentary 

				The key word in Isaiah 14:24–27 is purpose. God is in control of the rise and fall of the nations as He works out His divine purposes in the world. Assyria was His tool to accomplish His purposes (10:5), and the day would come when God would judge Assyria (see vv. 5ff.).

				—Be Comforted, page 59

				6. How is God’s control evident in the proclamation given to Assyria? What divine purpose might God have had for the destruction of Assyria (and other nations)? How is God’s divine purpose revealed to nations (and leaders and individuals) in today’s society? 

				From the Commentary 

				The Moabites were the product of Lot’s incestuous union with his daughter (Gen. 19:30–38) and were the avowed enemies of the Jews (Num. 25; 31; Deut. 23:3).

				Within three years (Isa. 16:14), this prophecy against Moab (15:1–9) would be fulfilled with great national lamentation. At least fourteen different references to lamentation occur in this chapter.… The people fled to their temples and prayed to their gods, but to no avail (15:2 NIV). Even a day of national humiliation did not stop Assyria from invading Moab and ravaging the land.

				—Be Comforted, page 60

				7. Go through Isaiah 15:1—16:14 and underline all the references to lamenting. What was the plea of the Moabites (see 16:1–5)? Why wasn’t Isaiah impressed by their appeals? 

				From the Commentary 

				We can understand the pride of a city like Babylon (14:12–14), but what did the tiny nation of Moab have to boast about? Their pride kept them from submitting to Judah, and this led to their defeat. Their boasting would turn into wailing and their songs into funeral dirges. Moab would become like a vineyard trampled down and a fruitful field left unharvested.

				—Be Comforted, page 61

				8. What does the judgment of Moab teach us about God’s response to pride? How is this applicable to even the “smallest” of nations? Churches? Individuals? What was Isaiah’s response to the destruction of Moab? What does this teach us about how we ought to respond to the destruction of our enemies? 

				More to Consider: Read Isaiah 17. Circle the references to God in this section. Why do you think this proclamation includes these descriptions of the God of Israel? 

				From the Commentary 

				The late Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, a leading prophetic scholar, wrote that Isaiah 19 “contains the most important prophetic utterance concerning Egypt in all of the Old Testament” (Egypt in Biblical Prophecy, 77). It is a remarkable prophecy, for Isaiah declares that the three enemies—Egypt, Israel, and Assyria (modern Iraq)—will one day be united in worshipping the Lord and sharing His blessing!

				—Be Comforted, page 63

				9. Why is the prophecy in Isaiah 19 so significant? How might a prophecy like this one help to bring about peace? How might it lead to further dissension among the nations? What role do biblical prophecies about nations play in our current political situations in the Middle East? 

				From the Commentary 

				Our trek through Isaiah 13—23 has taught us some important lessons. First, God is in control of the nations of the world, and He can do with them what He pleases.… Second, God especially hates the sin of pride.… Third, God judges the nations for the way they treat each other.… Finally, God always gives a word of promise and hope to His people.

				—Be Comforted, page 69

				10. As you review Isaiah 13—23, do you see any other lessons besides those noted in the previous excerpt? Go through the chapters and take note of the places where God gives hope to His people. How is this message still valid for us today? Where do we as a nation need hope most? How can the church play a role in bringing people that hope? 

				Looking Inward

				Take a moment to reflect on all that you’ve explored thus far in this study of Isaiah 13—23. Review your notes and answers and think about how each of these things matters in your life today.

				Tips for Small Groups: To get the most out of this section, form pairs or trios and have group members take turns answering these questions. Be honest and as open as you can in this discussion, but most of all, be encouraging and supportive of others. Be sensitive to those who are going through particularly difficult times and don’t press for people to speak if they’re uncomfortable doing so.

				11. What are some specific examples from your life that help you to see God is in control of the world? Do you ever question God’s control? Why? How can you reconcile the bad things that happen in our world if God is indeed in control?

				12. Why is the sin of pride such a dangerous one? How have you wrestled with this sin? What are some ways you’re trying to overcome the temptation to be prideful?

				13. If God were to judge you today for how you treat others, how would that judgment compare to the way He judges the nations in Isaiah 13—23? Why is the way we treat others so important to God? What are some of the things you’re doing to improve your relationships with people you don’t agree with or get along with? 

				Going Forward

				14. Think of one or two things that you have learned that you’d like to work on in the coming week. Remember that this is all about quality, not quantity. It’s better to work on one specific area of life and do it well than to work on many and do poorly (or to be so overwhelmed that you simply don’t try). 

				Do you need to work on your pride? Do you need to learn to trust God’s control? Be specific. Go back through Isaiah 13—23 and put a star next to the phrase or verse that is most encouraging to you. Consider memorizing this verse.

				Real-Life Application Ideas: Imagine you are a nation and the people around you are neighboring nations. What sort of prophecies might Isaiah give to you concerning the way you relate to your neighbors? Think about both positive and negative things God might speak to you through a modern-day Isaiah. Then consider those areas that need work and make a plan to pursue godly choices in those areas.

				Seeking Help

				15. Write a prayer below (or simply pray one in silence), inviting God to work on your mind and heart in those areas you’ve previously noted. Be honest about your desires and fears. 

				Notes for Small Groups:

				•	Look for ways to put into practice the things you wrote in the Going Forward section. Talk with other group members about your ideas and commit to being accountable to one another.

				•	During the coming week, ask the Holy Spirit to continue to reveal truth to you from what you’ve read and studied.

				•	Before you start the next lesson, read Isaiah 24—31. For more in-depth lesson preparation, read chapters 5 and 6, “A Refuge from the Storm” and “Storm Clouds Over Jerusalem,” in Be Comforted.

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Lesson 3

				The Coming Storm

				(ISAIAH 24—31)

				Before you begin …

				•	Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and wisdom as you go through this lesson.

				•	Read Isaiah 24—31. This lesson references chapters 5 and 6 in Be Comforted. It will be helpful for you to have your Bible and a copy of the commentary available as you work through this lesson.

				Getting Started

				From the Commentary

				After prophesying concerning eleven different nations, Isaiah enlarged his prophecy and described a judgment that would fall on the whole world. The Hebrew word erets, used sixteen times in chapter 24, is translated “land,” “earth,” and “world” in the King James Version. It is not always easy to tell when erets refers to one country or to the whole earth, but the context usually guides us. Isaiah 24—27 describes a global judgment that will end with the destruction of God’s enemies and the restoration of God’s people, Israel, in their land.

				Isaiah made three declarations that would comfort God’s chosen people in that awesome day of judgment. These declarations also encourage us today as we see our world plunging headlong into sin and rebellion against God. Will God ever deal with the wicked? What hope is there for the righteous?

				—Be Comforted, page 73

				1. What is the significance of Isaiah’s shift from talking about specific nations to talking about the entire world? What is the judgment that will fall upon the whole world? What is the result of that judgment? (See esp. Isa. 24.)

				More to Consider: Acts 10:34 (KJV) states that “God is no respecter of persons.” How does this truth factor into the proclamations of judgment in this section of Isaiah? 

				2. Choose one verse or phrase from Isaiah 24—31 that stands out to you. This could be something you’re intrigued by, something that makes you uncomfortable, something that puzzles you, something that resonates with you, or just something you want to examine further. Write that here. 

				Going Deeper

				From the Commentary 

				Isaiah 25 is a song of praise to the Lord from the believing remnant that He preserved during “the day of the Lord.” In this song, three striking images stand out: the ruined city (25:1–3); the refuge (25:4–5); and the feast (25:6–12).

				—Be Comforted, pages 76–77

				3. In what ways is Isaiah 25 a song of praise? How do each of the images noted in the previous excerpt illustrate how God plans to preserve His people? What example does Isaiah use to show a contrast to the exultation of Mount Zion (see vv. 10–12)?

				From the Commentary 

				According to Isaiah 26:9–11, God wants the world to learn righteousness. He sends His judgments, but the people still will not repent (Rev. 9:20–21; 16:9). He shows them His grace in a thousand ways, but they continue to do evil. His hand is at work, but they will not see it. The prophet prays that God will reveal Himself through His people as He works on their behalf. The reviving and restoring of Israel should help to convince a lost world that God is not dead and that He keeps His promises.

				—Be Comforted, page 79

				4. Why does God want the world to learn righteousness? What are some of the ways God showed the people His grace during Isaiah’s time? What are some of the ways He shows us His grace today? What does it look like for people to reveal God through their lives? How is the plea of Isaiah 26:9–11 like that of the church today?

				From the Commentary 

				Just as the dew brings new life to the soil and vegetation, so God will raise the dead out of the earth. The prophet had already announced God’s great victory over death (25:7–8), and now he tells us how He will do it: He will raise their bodies from the dust. Resurrection is not reconstruction; God does not reassemble the body and give it life. Paul compared the miracle of resurrection to the harvesting of grain planted in the soil (1 Cor. 15:35–49). The seed is buried and dies, but out of this death comes forth life and fruitfulness. Isaiah had just written about travail (Isa. 26:17–18), so he compared the resurrection to human birth: “The earth will give birth to her dead” (v. 19 NIV).

				—Be Comforted, page 80

				5. In what ways would the message of Isaiah 26:19–21 have been an encouragement to God’s people during the time of Isaiah? How are these same words an encouragement to God’s people today? How does the message of resurrection in Isaiah compare to what we have through Jesus’ death and resurrection?

				From the Commentary 

				Isaiah envisioned a glorious day when God would repeat the miracle of the exodus and deliver His people from their bondage to the Gentile nations. The trumpet would summon them to Jerusalem (Matt. 24:31) and announce God’s victory over their foes, and they would “worship the Lord in the holy mount at Jerusalem.” The kingdom will be like an endless feast and a holy day of worship as the people rejoice in the Lord.

				—Be Comforted, page 82

				6. In what ways are God’s people today like those to whom Isaiah wrote chapter 27? God’s people in Isaiah’s time were often in bondage to other Gentile nations. What sorts of things are God’s people in bondage to today? 

				From the Commentary 

				The name Jerusalem means “city of peace,” but throughout its history it has been associated more with conflict than with peace. Even today, Jerusalem is a focal point for concern in the Middle East. “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem,” admonished the psalmist (Ps. 122:6). Why pray for Jerusalem? Why not pray for London or Moscow or Rome? Because when there is true peace in Jerusalem, there will be peace in the whole world (Isa. 52:7; 66:12); so we had better take the psalmist’s words to heart.

				—Be Comforted, page 85

				7. Isaiah 28—31 is filled with warnings or “woes” that focus primarily on Jerusalem, but there are also promises of restoration and glory. Go through the chapters and underline the warnings, then circle any promises of hope. Why do you think Isaiah’s message is written this way? How do the promises of hope relate to the warnings?

				From the Commentary 

				Pride and drunkenness were not Judah’s only sins; they also mocked God’s prophet and rejected God’s Word (Isa. 28:9–13). Verses 9–10 are the words of the drunken prophets and priests as they ridiculed Isaiah. “He talks to us as though we were little children,” they said. “He keeps saying the same things over and over again and uses the vocabulary of a child. There is certainly no need to take anything he says seriously!”

				—Be Comforted, page 87

				8. Why did Isaiah’s detractors ridicule him? What methods did they use to try and derail his message? What role did “intellectual pride” play in the way the drunken prophets and priests challenged Isaiah? How is this like or unlike the way people tend to ridicule believers today? 

				More to Consider: The only hope for Judah in the midst of trying times was what Isaiah referred to as the “rock” (8:14; 17:10; 26:4). What evidence do we have that this was a direct reference to Jesus? (See 1 Peter 2:4–7; Rom. 9:33; Mark 12:10; Ps. 118:22.)

				From the Commentary 

				Why were the people of Jerusalem so ignorant of what was going on? Their hearts were far from God (Isa. 29:13). They went through the outward forms of worship and faithfully kept the annual feasts (v. 1; 1:10ff.), but it was not a true worship of God (Matt. 15:1–9). Going to the temple was the popular thing to do, but most of the people did not take their worship seriously. Therefore, God sent a “spiritual blindness” and stupor on His people so that they could not understand their own law. 

				—Be Comforted, page 90

				9. Why would God “blind” His people to the law? In what ways are today’s believers often ignorant of what’s going on? What are the “outward forms of worship” people practice today that aren’t a true worship of God? 

				From the Commentary 

				In Isaiah 31, Isaiah summarizes what he’s already been telling the people. Indeed, he was teaching them “line upon line; here a little, and there a little” (28:10), and yet they were not getting the message.

				Their faith was in men, not in God. They trusted in the legs of horses and the wheels of chariots, not in the hand of the Lord.

				—Be Comforted, page 94

				10. Why did the people have such a hard time comprehending what Isaiah was saying? What obstacles kept them from understanding? What are some of the obstacles to understanding God’s purpose today? 

				Looking Inward

				Take a moment to reflect on all that you’ve explored thus far in this study of Isaiah 24—31. Review your notes and answers and think about how each of these things matters in your life today.

				Tips for Small Groups: To get the most out of this section, form pairs or trios and have group members take turns answering these questions. Be honest and as open as you can in this discussion, but most of all, be encouraging and supportive of others. Be sensitive to those who are going through particularly difficult times and don’t press for people to speak if they’re uncomfortable doing so.

				11. How do Isaiah’s proclamations of woe and warning against the people of God affect the way you perceive the God of the Old Testament? What do you think would be a healthy way to respond to a God who proclaims woe and warning, not just comfort? 

				12. The people of Isaiah’s time hoped for a repeat of their exodus experience—a grand event to save them from their enemies. What sorts of “exodus” events do you hope for in your life? How has God swept in and saved you from enemies? 

				13. What clues tell you when you’re far from God? How does your distance from God affect the manner in which you respond to Him? What are some practical ways you can move closer to God so you can hear His message for you?

				Going Forward

				14. Think of one or two things that you have learned that you’d like to work on in the coming week. Remember that this is all about quality, not quantity. It’s better to work on one specific area of life and do it well than to work on many and do poorly (or to be so overwhelmed that you simply don’t try). 

				Do you need to come to terms with a God who doesn’t always say comfortable things? Do you need to learn how to trust God in the midst of great trials? Be specific. Go back through Isaiah 24—31 and put a star next to the phrase or verse that is most encouraging to you. Consider memorizing this verse.

				Real-Life Application Ideas: The people of God in Isaiah’s time often had a hard time hearing God’s message, even though He repeated it over and over again. Think about the messages you’ve heard from your church in the past year. What are the messages that repeat time and time again? What makes these topics particularly significant for believers? Are you guilty of “glazing over” when a familiar topic comes up in church? Why or why not? After you review the most common themes in the messages you’ve heard, consider how these themes are important to you and apply them as necessary.

				Seeking Help

				15. Write a prayer below (or simply pray one in silence), inviting God to work on your mind and heart in those areas you’ve previously noted. Be honest about your desires and fears. 

				Notes for Small Groups:

				•	Look for ways to put into practice the things you wrote in the Going Forward section. Talk with other group members about your ideas and commit to being accountable to one another.

				•	During the coming week, ask the Holy Spirit to continue to reveal truth to you from what you’ve read and studied.

				•	Before you start the next lesson, read Isaiah 32—35. For more in-depth lesson preparation, read chapter 7, “Future Shock and Future Glory,” in Be Comforted.

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Lesson 4

				The Future

				(ISAIAH 32—35)

				Before you begin …

				•	Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and wisdom as you go through this lesson.

				•	Read Isaiah 32—35. This lesson references chapter 7 in Be Comforted. It will be helpful for you to have your Bible and a copy of the commentary available as you work through this lesson.

				Getting Started

				From the Commentary

				At the beginning of its history, the nation of Israel was a theocracy, with God as King; it was not a monarchy led by human rulers. In the days of Samuel, the people asked for a king, and God gave them Saul (1 Sam. 8; see Deut. 17:14–20). God did not establish a dynasty through Saul because Saul did not come from the tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:10). It was David who established both the dynasty for Israel’s throne and the ancestry for Israel’s Messiah (2 Sam. 7). Every devout Jew knew that the future Messiah-King would be the Son of David (Matt. 22:41–46).

				In Isaiah 32:1, Isaiah wrote about “a king,” but in 33:17, he called him “the king.” By the time you get to verse 22, He is “our king.”

				—Be Comforted, pages 97–98

				1. What is the significance of Isaiah’s shift from “a king” to “the king” and finally to “our king”? What does this tell us about God’s people in Isaiah’s time? What does it tell us about their culture? Their hope? 

				More to Consider: Isaiah refers to “the fool” in 32:5–8. What are the characteristics of this fool? Who is he in the context of the passage? Who is he today? 

				2. Choose one verse or phrase from Isaiah 32—35 that stands out to you. This could be something you’re intrigued by, something that makes you uncomfortable, something that puzzles you, something that resonates with you, or just something you want to examine further. Write that here. 

				Going Deeper

				From the Commentary 

				Behind the selfish rulers of Judah, and influencing them for evil, were the “aristocratic women” of Jerusalem, who were complacent and self-confident in a time of grave national crisis (Isa. 32:9–14; see 3:16–26; Amos 4:1–3; 6:1–6). Isaiah warned them that “in little more than a year” (NIV), the land and the cities would be desolate. This took place in 701 BC when Sennacherib’s Assyrian army invaded Judah and devastated the land. The Jews confined in Jerusalem were greatly concerned about future harvests, and Isaiah had a word for them (Isa. 37:30–31). But before the siege ended and God delivered Jerusalem, these worldly women in Jerusalem had to sacrifice not only their luxuries, but also their necessities.

				—Be Comforted, page 99

				3. Why do you think Isaiah singles out the women of Jerusalem in 32:9–20? What does this say about their influence in the culture? How does this compare with your understanding of women’s roles in early Bible history? What warnings for today can we discover in these verses? 

				From the Commentary 

				Isaiah 33:2 is the prayer of a godly remnant when Jerusalem was surrounded by the Assyrian army. Isaiah had promised that God would be gracious to them if they would only trust Him (30:18–19), so a few devout people turned His promise into prayer. God spared Jerusalem for David’s sake (37:35) and because a believing remnant trusted God and prayed.

				—Be Comforted, page 100

				4. What does the prayer in Isaiah 33:2 tell us about those who trust God in times of trial? How is this prayer similar to other prayers in Scripture? To prayers your church has offered? What does it mean for God to be “our salvation in time of distress”? 

				From the Commentary 

				The Lord was exalted in the defeat of Assyria (Isa. 33:5), for no human wisdom or power could have done what He did. We must remember that nations and individuals can have stability in uncertain times only when they trust God and seek His wisdom and glory. 

				—Be Comforted, page 100

				5. What does “stability in uncertain times” look like for those who trust God? Consider the situation in Judah (Isa. 33:7–9). Why would the people have reason to trust God in this circumstance? How does Isaiah’s proclamation of God’s judgment against the Assyrians (vv. 11–12) give the people of Judah hope? What message would the deliverance of Judah give to the Gentile nations? 

				From the Commentary 

				In Isaiah 33:17–24, the prophet lifts his vision to the end times and sees Jerusalem ruled by King Messiah. God’s victory over Assyria was but a “dress rehearsal” for His victory over the whole Gentile world system that will one day assemble to destroy the Holy City (Zech. 14:1–9). When our Lord was ministering on earth, the unbelieving Jews said, “There is no beauty that we should desire him” (Isa. 53:2). But when they see Him and believe, then they will perceive His great beauty (Zech. 12:3—13:1; Ps. 45).

				In contrast to the ordeal of the Assyrian siege, the Jews in the messianic kingdom will experience no terror, see no arrogant military officers, and hear no foreign speech (Isa. 33:18–19). Jerusalem will be like a tent that will not be moved (see 54:1–3), pitched by a broad river that will never carry the vessels of invading armies. Jerusalem is one of the few great cities of antiquity that was not built near a river, but that will change during the millennial kingdom (Ezek. 47).

				—Be Comforted, page 102

				6. What sort of picture of the end times does Isaiah paint in 33:17–24? How does this compare and contrast to the images the people of Judah would have been seeing in real time? How can this picture inspire believers today?

				From Today’s World

				Sermons about preparing for the end times have been around since the first preacher stood among a throng of believers. Many of those sermons point to current events—particularly wars and rumors of wars—as evidence that things are heading quickly toward the promised return of Christ. Natural disasters also spur a resurgence of preaching on the end of life as we know it and the ushering in of God’s future kingdom. However, in times of relative peace, such messages seem to go missing from the pulpit.

				7. Why does it take the threat of annihilation to spur churches into thinking about the end times? In what ways does Isaiah’s message to the people of Judah reinforce this approach? What value is there in keeping God’s coming kingdom in mind even in times of relative peace? 

				From the Commentary 

				Israel’s ancient enemy Edom is singled out in Isaiah 34:5–6, but this divine judgment will come upon the whole world. Edom is only one example of God’s judgment on the Gentile nations because of what they have done to His people Israel. “For the LORD has a day of vengeance, a year of retribution, to uphold Zion’s cause” (v. 8 NIV). In the day of the Lord, the Gentiles will be repaid for the way they have treated the Jews and exploited their land (Joel 3:1–17). “Zion’s cause” may not get much support among the nations today, but God will come to their defense and make their cause succeed.

				—Be Comforted, page 103

				8. What is your initial reaction to God’s vengeance as described in this passage? Why do you think the God of the Old Testament is prone to judgment and retribution? How does this line up with the role God plays in the New Testament story to come? How does God come to His people’s defense today? 

				From the Commentary 

				In Isaiah 34:5–8, the prophet moved from the battlefield to the temple and saw the worldwide judgment as a great sacrifice that God offers (see Jer. 46:10; 50:27; Ezek. 39:17–19). The practice was for the people to kill the sacrifices and offer them to God, but now it is God who offers the wicked as sacrifices. 

				—Be Comforted, page 103

				9. What is significant about the distinction between people offering sacrifices on behalf of God and God Himself offering the sacrifices as noted in Isaiah 34:5–8? How does this contrast with the ultimate sacrifice God offers later in His Son? 

				From the Commentary 

				Isaiah used the promise of the coming kingdom (Isa. 35:1–10) to strengthen those in his day who were weak and afraid (vv. 3–4). In the kingdom, there will be no more blind or deaf, lame or mute; for all will be made whole to enjoy a glorious new world.

				—Be Comforted, page 105

				10. How does the promise of the coming kingdom in Isaiah compare to the promises in Revelation? How does such a promise give hope to those who are going through trials today? How does this promise help fearful people find peace about the future? 

				Looking Inward

				Take a moment to reflect on all that you’ve explored thus far in this study of Isaiah 32—35. Review your notes and answers and think about how each of these things matters in your life today.

				Tips for Small Groups: To get the most out of this section, form pairs or trios and have group members take turns answering these questions. Be honest and as open as you can in this discussion, but most of all, be encouraging and supportive of others. Be sensitive to those who are going through particularly difficult times and don’t press for people to speak if they’re uncomfortable doing so.

				11. When have you felt like the “godly minority” in a situation? How did you deal with that feeling? What role has prayer played in those sorts of moments? How have God’s answers to your prayers in those circumstances helped you to understand God’s plan for your life?

				12. What is your natural response when life gets difficult? How easy is it for you to trust God when challenges come your way? 

				13. How does Isaiah’s picture of the future kingdom inspire you? What are you most looking forward to in the life to come? How can that help you get through the difficult seasons of life?

				Going Forward

				14. Think of one or two things that you have learned that you’d like to work on in the coming week. Remember that this is all about quality, not quantity. It’s better to work on one specific area of life and do it well than to work on many and do poorly (or to be so overwhelmed that you simply don’t try). 

				Do you need to trust God’s plan for you even in difficult times? Do you want to learn more about what it means to live in hope of the future kingdom? Be specific. Go back through Isaiah 32—35 and put a star next to the phrase or verse that is most encouraging to you. Consider memorizing this verse.

				Real-Life Application Ideas: In this section of Isaiah, we learned how the prayers of a godly minority made a difference in a truly challenging circumstance. Why not make plans to hold your own prayer meeting? Invite small-group members or simply pray with your family, but focus your time on the concerns and needs of the local and national governments. Your small prayers can make a difference.

				Seeking Help

				15. Write a prayer below (or simply pray one in silence), inviting God to work on your mind and heart in those areas you’ve previously noted. Be honest about your desires and fears. 

				Notes for Small Groups:

				•	Look for ways to put into practice the things you wrote in the Going Forward section. Talk with other group members about your ideas and commit to being accountable to one another.

				•	During the coming week, ask the Holy Spirit to continue to reveal truth to you from what you’ve read and studied.

				•	Before you start the next lesson, read Isaiah 36—39. For more in-depth lesson preparation, read chapter 8, “God Save the King!” in Be Comforted.

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Lesson 5

				The King

				(ISAIAH 36—39)

				Before you begin …

				•	Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and wisdom as you go through this lesson.

				•	Read Isaiah 36—39. This lesson references chapter 8 in Be Comforted. It will be helpful for you to have your Bible and a copy of the commentary available as you work through this lesson.

				Getting Started

				From the Commentary

				Except for David and Solomon, no king of Judah is given more attention or commendation in Scripture than Hezekiah. Eleven chapters are devoted to him in 2 Kings 18—20; 2 Chronicles 29—32; and Isaiah 36—39. “He trusted in the LORD God of Israel; so that after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before him” (2 Kings 18:5).

				The prophet Isaiah arranged chapters 36—39 as a “bridge” between the two parts of his book. 

				These chapters teach us some valuable lessons about faith, prayer, and the dangers of pride. Though the setting today may be different, the problems and temptations are still the same; for Hezekiah’s history is our history, and Hezekiah’s God is our God.

				—Be Comforted, pages 109–10

				1. As you review these chapters, what do you learn about Hezekiah’s leadership? What are the crises Hezekiah has to deal with?

				More to Consider: Respond to the following statement: “A crisis does not make a person; it shows what a person is made of.” Do you agree? Explain.

				2. Choose one verse or phrase from Isaiah 36—39 that stands out to you. This could be something you’re intrigued by, something that makes you uncomfortable, something that puzzles you, something that resonates with you, or just something you want to examine further. Write that here. 

				Going Deeper

				From the Commentary 

				Crises often come when circumstances seem to be at their best. Hezekiah had led the nation in a great reformation, and the people were reunited in the fear of the Lord. They had put away their idols, restored the temple services, and sought the blessing of their God. But instead of receiving blessing, they found themselves facing battles! “After all that Hezekiah had so faithfully done, Sennacherib king of Assyria came and invaded Judah” (2 Chron. 32:1 NIV).

				—Be Comforted, pages 111–12

				3. Had God turned a blind eye to all Hezekiah had done? Why or why not? In what ways might the Assyrian invasion have been part of God’s plan for His people? What are other examples that illustrate how God sometimes uses crises to teach His people? 

				From the Commentary 

				According to the field commander, Judah could not trust in its strategy, its military resources, or in its God. Nor could its people trust in their king (Isa. 36:13–20). The king of Assyria was a “great king,” but Hezekiah was a nobody who was deceiving the people. Instead of trusting Hezekiah’s promise of help from the Lord, the people should trust Sennacherib’s promise of a comfortable home in Assyria. The people knew that their farms, orchards, and vineyards had been ruined by the Assyrian army, and that Judah was facing a bleak future. If they stayed in Jerusalem, they might starve to death. Perhaps they should surrender and keep themselves and their families alive.

				Hezekiah and Isaiah had told the people to trust the Lord, but the field commander reminded the people that the gods of other nations had not succeeded in protecting or delivering them. (Hezekiah knew why; see 37:18–19.) Even Samaria was defeated, and they worshipped the same God as Judah. To the field commander, Jehovah was just another god, and Sennacherib did not need to worry about Him.

				—Be Comforted, pages 113–14

				4. What do you think led the field commander to report as he did to Hezekiah? What fears might have prompted his report? What was the king’s response to the field commander? What lesson is there in this story for us today? What does this teach us about what it means to “live by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7)? 

				From the Commentary 

				Even though the Lord had brought Assyria to chasten Judah (Isa. 7:17–25), He had determined that Jerusalem would not be taken by the enemy (10:5–34). Previous to the invasion, when Hezekiah had been deathly ill, Isaiah had assured him of deliverance (38:4–6). God’s promises are sure, but God’s people must claim them by faith before God can work. So the king sent word to Isaiah, asking him to pray, and the king himself called out to the Lord for help.

				—Be Comforted, pages 114–15

				5. What was Isaiah’s response to the king’s request? What was the focus of Hezekiah’s own prayer (see 37:15–20)? How is the way the king and Isaiah responded to the Assyrian invasion an example of how prayer and faith go together? 

				From the Commentary 

				The Jewish nation had an important mission to fulfill in bringing the Savior into the world, and no human army could thwart the purposes of Almighty God. Even though only a remnant of Jews might remain, God would use His people to accomplish His divine purposes and fulfill His promise to Abraham that all the world would be blessed through him (Gen. 12:1–3).

				—Be Comforted, page 116

				6. As you consider this section of Isaiah, what can you conclude about the various players and what they believed about God’s promise to Abraham? Why would some people question that promise in crisis? What does this teach the church today about trusting God when circumstances look dire? 

				From the Commentary 

				When the president or prime minister of a country is sick or injured, it affects everything from the stock market to the news coverage. Imagine how the people of Judah reacted when they heard their king was going to die—and Assyria was on the march! If their godly leader died, who would govern them?

				But there was even more involved. Apparently, Hezekiah did not have a son and therefore would have to appoint a near relative to take the throne of David. Would God’s promise to David fail (2 Sam. 7:16)? And why would it fail at a time of national calamity?

				—Be Comforted, page 118

				7. Review Isaiah 38. Why does Isaiah initially tell Hezekiah that he’s going to die? How does God’s decision to give Hezekiah more years speak to the message God wanted to give His people during this time? What does this story teach us about God’s character?

				From the Commentary 

				Hezekiah did not ask God to spare him because he had been such a faithful servant (Isa. 38:3). That would be a subtle form of bribery. Rather, he asked God to spare him so he could continue to serve and complete the spiritual restoration of the nation. Certainly he was concerned about his own life, as any of us would be, but he also had a burden for his people.

				—Be Comforted, page 118

				8. Why is the reason Hezekiah asks God to spare him important? What does this tell us about Hezekiah? About his commitment to Jehovah? What does this teach us about our own priorities as believers today? 

				More to Consider: Read Psalm 126. Why do you think some scholars believe that this psalm was written to commemorate Jerusalem’s deliverance from the Assyrian army (as described in Isaiah)? Consider the promise in Isaiah 37:30 and how it compares to Psalm 126:5–6.

				From the Commentary 

				There are some students who feel that Hezekiah was wrong in asking God to spare his life. Three years later, his son Manasseh was born (2 Kings 21:1), and he reigned for fifty-five years, the most wicked king in the entire dynasty! Had Hezekiah died without an heir, this would not have happened. But we have no guarantee that any other successor would have been any better, and Manasseh’s grandson was godly King Josiah, who did much to bring the nation back to the Lord.

				—Be Comforted, pages 119–20

				9. Considering how God used Hezekiah, why would some scholars still second-guess his request to be spared? Why do believers today tend to second-guess God? What does this tell us about human nature? What does it tell us about how God chooses to enact His plan for the world?

				From the Commentary 

				It was certainly a mistake for Hezekiah to show his visitors all his wealth, but pride made him do it. After a time of severe suffering, sometimes it feels so good just to feel good that we let down our guard and fail to watch and pray. The king was basking in fame and wealth and apparently neglecting his spiritual life. Hezekiah was safer as a sick man in bed than as a healthy man on the throne. Had he consulted first with Isaiah, the king would have avoided blundering as he did.

				—Be Comforted, page 120

				10. Review Isaiah 39. How is Hezekiah’s decision to show the visitors his wealth evidence of pride? In what ways is it also simply evidence of an unwise decision? Why do power and success often tempt leaders to make poor decisions? How might Isaiah have counseled him if he’d asked before making his own decision? What does this teach us today about the importance of wise counsel? 

				Looking Inward

				Take a moment to reflect on all that you’ve explored thus far in this study of Isaiah 36—39. Review your notes and answers and think about how each of these things matters in your life today.

				Tips for Small Groups: To get the most out of this section, form pairs or trios and have group members take turns answering these questions. Be honest and as open as you can in this discussion, but most of all, be encouraging and supportive of others. Be sensitive to those who are going through particularly difficult times and don’t press for people to speak if they’re uncomfortable doing so.

				11. Think about the crises you’ve faced in your life. What role has God played in your handling of these situations? How can trust in God help you get through a crisis? 

				12. King Hezekiah listened to the counsel of God’s prophet even though it went against conventional wisdom (or the counsel of others). When have you had to choose between conflicting advice when faced with a difficult decision? How do you decide whom to trust? What happens when you make the wrong choice? The right one? 

				13. In the end of this section, Hezekiah made a decision based on pride. When have you made a similar decision? When has success gone to your head? What are practical ways to assure you don’t let pride take over when you should be humbly trusting God instead?

				Going Forward

				14. Think of one or two things that you have learned that you’d like to work on in the coming week. Remember that this is all about quality, not quantity. It’s better to work on one specific area of life and do it well than to work on many and do poorly (or to be so overwhelmed that you simply don’t try). 

				Do you want to discover more about how to handle a current crisis in your life? Be specific. Go back through Isaiah 36—39 and put a star next to the phrase or verse that is most encouraging to you. Consider memorizing this verse.

				Real-Life Application Ideas: Take a look around at your church and your community. Are there any crises happening right now? Think of specific ways you can help those who are suffering from this crisis. For example, you could arrange a prayer time dedicated to praying for those involved. Or you might be able to volunteer in some way to offer hands-on help, depending on the need. Throughout your experience, spend lots of time in personal prayer, asking God to give you the same sort of clarity and wisdom that Isaiah gave to Hezekiah during his crises. 

				Seeking Help

				15. Write a prayer below (or simply pray one in silence), inviting God to work on your mind and heart in those areas you’ve previously noted. Be honest about your desires and fears. 

				Notes for Small Groups:

				•	Look for ways to put into practice the things you wrote in the Going Forward section. Talk with other group members about your ideas and commit to being accountable to one another.

				•	During the coming week, ask the Holy Spirit to continue to reveal truth to you from what you’ve read and studied.

				•	Before you start the next lesson, read Isaiah 40—48. For more in-depth lesson preparation, read chapter 9, “How Great Thou Art!” in Be Comforted.

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Lesson 6

				How Great Thou Art

				(ISAIAH 40—48)

				Before you begin …

				•	Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and wisdom as you go through this lesson.

				•	Read Isaiah 40—48. This lesson references chapter 9 in Be Comforted. It will be helpful for you to have your Bible and a copy of the commentary available as you work through this lesson.

				Getting Started

				From the Commentary

				The book of Isaiah can be called “a Bible in miniature.” There are sixty-six chapters in Isaiah and sixty-six books in the Bible. The thirty-nine chapters of the first part of Isaiah may be compared to the Old Testament with its thirty-nine books, and both focus primarily on God’s judgment of sin. The twenty-seven chapters of the second part may be seen to parallel the twenty-seven books of the New Testament, and both emphasize the grace of God.

				The “New Testament” section of Isaiah opens with the ministry of John the Baptist (40:3–5; Mark 1:1–4) and closes with the new heavens and the new earth (Isa. 65:17; 66:22), and in between there are many references to the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior and King. Of course, the chapter divisions in Isaiah are not a part of the original inspired text, but the comparison is still interesting.

				—Be Comforted, page 125

				1. In what specific ways does Isaiah 40—48 remind you of the message in the New Testament? Ignoring for a moment the chapter numbers (which were added later), do you think the parallels between Isaiah and the entire Bible are significant? God-inspired? Why or why not? Does it matter?

				More to Consider: Jewish rabbis have called Isaiah 40—66 “The Book of Consolation.” Based on what you’ve read so far, why is this an appropriate description? Who is in need of consolation? 

				2. Choose one verse or phrase from Isaiah 40—48 that stands out to you. This could be something you’re intrigued by, something that makes you uncomfortable, something that puzzles you, something that resonates with you, or just something you want to examine further. Write that here. 

				Going Deeper

				From the Commentary 

				“In your time we have the opportunity to move not only toward the rich society and the powerful society but upward to the Great Society.” President Lyndon B. Johnson spoke those words at the University of Michigan on May 22, 1964. Reading them over three decades later, I asked myself, “I wonder how the Jewish captives in Babylon would have responded to what the president said?”

				A rich society? They were refugees whose land and Holy City were in ruins.

				A powerful society? Without king or army, they were weak and helpless before the nations around them.

				A great society? They had suffered great humiliation and chastening. They faced a great challenge but lacked great human resources.

				That is why the prophet told them to get their eyes off themselves and look by faith to the great God who loved them and promised to do great things for them. “Be not afraid!” he admonished them. “Behold your God!” (40:9).

				—Be Comforted, page 129

				3. How might the captives in Babylon have reacted to Isaiah’s admonishment? Where else in Scripture do you find a similar encouragement? Why would it be difficult for the captives to “behold” their God? What are the sorts of obstacles Christians face today that keep them in fear instead of trusting God’s promises? 

				From the Commentary 

				Years ago, one of my radio listeners sent me a motto that has often encouraged me: “Look at others, and be distressed. Look at yourself, and be depressed. Look to God, and you’ll be blessed!” This may not be a great piece of literature, but it certainly contains great practical theology. When the outlook is bleak, we need the uplook. “Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things … he is strong in power” (Isa. 40:26).

				—Be Comforted, pages 129–30

				4. In what ways did the remnant in Babylon look to God? How were they reminded of the greatness of God? How can the church benefit from this sort of thinking today?

				From Today’s World

				It’s common in the workplace to find a great diversity of belief systems represented by employees and leaders. In an age of “tolerance,” Christians are looked upon as just another group of people who are free to practice what they believe … as long as what they practice doesn’t interfere with anyone else’s beliefs. This creates challenges and opportunities for Christians. Though Christians aren’t captive to the belief systems of the workplace (as the Jewish remnant was in Babylon), they still can be bound by rules or restrictions concerning how they express their faith.

				5. What are some ways Christians can practice what they believe even in a secular workplace? How can their behaviors and words lift up the greatness of God, while still abiding by workplace rules? 

				From the Commentary 

				The Jews were few in number, only a remnant, and facing a long and difficult journey. The victories of Assyria, Babylon, and Persia made it look as though the false gods of the Gentiles were stronger than the God of Israel, but Isaiah reminded the people of the greatness of Jehovah. When you behold the greatness of God, then you will see everything else in life in its proper perspective.

				—Be Comforted, page 131

				6. Review Isaiah 40. Circle the places where Isaiah notes the greatness of God. How can being reminded of God’s greatness help people who are suffering? What does it mean to keep your eyes on God? How do you do that?

				From the Commentary 

				In Isaiah 41:10—44:28, the Lord seven times says, “Fear not!” to His people, and He says “Fear not!” to us today. As the Jewish remnant faced the challenge of the long journey home and the difficult task of rebuilding, they could think of many causes for fear. But there was one big reason not to be afraid: The Lord was with them and would give them success.

				—Be Comforted, page 133

				7. Go through Isaiah 41:1—44:28 and underline the places where the Lord says “Fear not.” What “success” was promised to the remnant? What are some of the challenges in the church today that make believers worry? How does God calm those fears?

				From the Commentary 

				God announced that He would raise up a ruler named Cyrus, who would do His righteous work on earth by defeating other nations for the sake of His people Israel.

				As Cyrus moved across the territory east and north of the Holy Land (41:25), the nations were afraid and turned to their idols for help. With keen satire, Isaiah described various workmen helping each other manufacture a god who cannot help them! 

				Cyrus may have thought that he was accomplishing his own plans, but actually he was doing the pleasure of the Lord (44:28). By defeating Babylon, Cyrus made it possible for the Jewish captives to be released and allowed to return to their land to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple (Ezra 1:1–4).

				Sometimes we forget that God can use even unconverted world leaders for the good of His people and the progress of His work. He raised up Pharaoh in Egypt that He might demonstrate His power (Rom. 9:17), and He even used wicked Herod and cowardly Pontius Pilate to accomplish His plan in the crucifixion of Christ (Acts 4:24–28). 

				—Be Comforted, pages 133–34

				8. What message was God giving His people by the way He used Cyrus? What are some ways God uses unconverted leaders today to accomplish His purposes? 

				More to Consider: Read Exodus 12—15. How is the way God led His people out of Egypt and through the Red Sea like the way He promised to lead them out of Babylon? (See esp. Isa. 43:17.)

				From the Commentary 

				Those who defend idols and worship them are just like them: blind and ignorant and nothing. God made people in His own image, and now they are making gods in their own image! Part of the tree becomes a god, and the rest of the tree becomes fuel for the fire. The worshipper is “feeding on ashes” and deriving no benefit at all from the worship experience.

				—Be Comforted, page 137

				9. Review Isaiah 44:9–20. How does this passage illustrate the folly of idolatry? Compare this passage to Psalm 115. Why is the worship of idols like “feeding on ashes”? How does this compare to worshipping the one true God? 

				From the Commentary 

				The Jews had become comfortable and complacent in their captivity and did not want to leave. They had followed the counsel of Jeremiah (Jer. 29:4–7) and had houses, gardens, and families, but they had become so attached to those things that it would not be easy for them to pack up and go to the Holy Land. Nevertheless, the Holy Land was where they belonged and where God had a work for them to do. God told them that they were hypocritical in using His name and identifying with His city but not obeying His will (Isa. 48:1–2). They were stubborn (v. 4) and were not excited about the new things God was doing for them.

				—Be Comforted, page 140

				10. Read Jeremiah 29:4–7. How might the Jews have misinterpreted this counsel? Why were they so hesitant to trust God’s delivery of them? What are ways Christians today become complacent or comfortable with the way things are? What are the dangers of becoming complacent? How can we tell if we have become complacent? 

				Looking Inward

				Take a moment to reflect on all that you’ve explored thus far in this study of Isaiah 40—48. Review your notes and answers and think about how each of these things matters in your life today.

				Tips for Small Groups: To get the most out of this section, form pairs or trios and have group members take turns answering these questions. Be honest and as open as you can in this discussion, but most of all, be encouraging and supportive of others. Be sensitive to those who are going through particularly difficult times and don’t press for people to speak if they’re uncomfortable doing so.

				11. When have you felt like a “captive” as the Jews did in Babylon? What led to that circumstance? How did you see God during that season? How did you find your way home?

				12. What are some of the ways you remember God’s greatness? Is this important to you? Why or why not? How can remembering God’s greatness help you in times of trial? 

				13. Describe a time when you became comfortable or complacent in your circumstance. What role did your faith play in that comfort? If God challenged you to move out of your comfort zone, what did that look like? Is comfort always something to distrust? Why or why not? How can God use discomfort to move us along in His will?

				Going Forward

				14. Think of one or two things that you have learned that you’d like to work on in the coming week. Remember that this is all about quality, not quantity. It’s better to work on one specific area of life and do it well than to work on many and do poorly (or to be so overwhelmed that you simply don’t try). 

				Do you need to learn how to trust God’s will in the midst of a circumstance that feels more like captivity than freedom? Be specific. Go back through Isaiah 40—48 and put a star next to the phrase or verse that is most encouraging to you. Consider memorizing this verse.

				Real-Life Application Ideas: If your life tends to be fairly comfortable, look for an opportunity this week to move out of your comfort zone to help someone who needs help. How can you take God’s message of comfort to someone else? If, on the other hand, you are in an “exile” period of life, spend some time in serious prayer, calling out to the God who delivers His people.

				Seeking Help

				15. Write a prayer below (or simply pray one in silence), inviting God to work on your mind and heart in those areas you’ve previously noted. Be honest about your desires and fears. 

				Notes for Small Groups:

				•	Look for ways to put into practice the things you wrote in the Going Forward section. Talk with other group members about your ideas and commit to being accountable to one another.

				•	During the coming week, ask the Holy Spirit to continue to reveal truth to you from what you’ve read and studied.

				•	Before you start the next lesson, read Isaiah 49—53. For more in-depth lesson preparation, read chapters 10 and 11, “This Is God’s Servant” and “Climbing Mount Everest,” in Be Comforted.

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Lesson 7

				God’s Servant

				(ISAIAH 49—53)

				Before you begin …

				•	Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and wisdom as you go through this lesson.

				•	Read Isaiah 49—53. This lesson references chapters 10 and 11 in Be Comforted. It will be helpful for you to have your Bible and a copy of the commentary available as you work through this lesson.

				Getting Started

				From the Commentary

				Isaiah 49—52 presents God’s Servant, Messiah, in three important relationships. The first of these is the Servant’s relationship to the Gentile nations (49:1—50:3).

				The Servant addresses the nations that did not know Israel’s God. The Gentiles were “far off,” and only God’s Servant could bring them near (Eph. 2:11–22). Christ confirmed God’s promises to the Jews and also extended God’s grace to the Gentiles (Rom. 15:8–12). In this message, God’s Servant explains His ministry as bringing light in the darkness (Isa. 49:1–7), liberty to the captive (vv. 8–13), and love and hope to the discouraged (49:14—50:3).

				The Servant’s message to the Gentiles was one of hope and blessing.

				—Be Comforted, pages 143, 147

				1. What about Isaiah’s message concerning the Servant’s relationship to the Gentiles would have appealed to the Jews? In what ways might it have comforted them? Confused them? 

				More to Consider: Isaiah used the familiar image of a light in the darkness (Isa. 49:1–7) in his description of the Servant’s relationship to the Gentiles. Read Acts 13:46–49 and Matthew 5:14–16. How do these descriptions of the church compare to Isaiah’s words?

				2. Choose one verse or phrase from Isaiah 49—53 that stands out to you. This could be something you’re intrigued by, something that makes you uncomfortable, something that puzzles you, something that resonates with you, or just something you want to examine further. Write that here. 

				Going Deeper

				From the Commentary 

				“The LORD comforts his people and will have compassion on his afflicted ones” (49:13 NIV). So sing the people of God as they contemplate their future deliverance, but the people of the captivity and those left in “the desolate inheritances” are not so happy. Instead of singing, they are complaining: “The LORD has forsaken me, and my Lord has forgotten me” (v. 14 NKJV).

				—Be Comforted, page 145

				3. Why did the Jews so quickly lose confidence in God? What images does the Lord use to assure them (see Isa. 49:14–23, 24–26; 50:1–3)? How are these comparisons comforting even for today’s believers?

				From the Commentary 

				In the first two “Servant Songs” (42:1–7; 49:1–7), you find hints of opposition to Messiah’s ministry, but in this third song (50:4–11), His suffering is vividly described. When we get to the fourth song (52:12—53:12), we will be told not only how He suffered, but why His suffering is necessary.

				—Be Comforted, page 147

				4. Review the Servant songs (see references in previous excerpt). How might the Jewish people have initially responded to the hints, then specific details, of the Messiah’s suffering? How might their own experience of suffering have affected their interpretation of these passages? Why was it important to note the suffering of the Messiah at this point in the history of God’s people?

				From the Commentary 

				The Servant’s will was yielded to the Lord God. An “opened ear” is one that hears and obeys the voice of the master. The people to whom Isaiah ministered were neither “willing” nor “obedient” (Isa. 1:19), but the Servant did gladly the will of the Lord God. This was not easy, for it meant yielding His body to wicked men who mocked Him, whipped Him, spat on Him, and then nailed Him to a cross (Matt. 26:67; 27:26, 30).

				The Servant did all of this by faith in the Lord God (Isa. 50:7–11). He was determined to do God’s will even if it meant going to a cross (Luke 9:51; John 18:1–11), for He knew that the Lord God would help Him. The Servant was falsely accused, but He knew that God would vindicate Him and eventually put His enemies to shame. Keep in mind that when Jesus Christ was ministering here on earth, He had to live by faith even as we must today.

				—Be Comforted, page 148

				5. How might Isaiah’s description of the Servant’s faith have encouraged the Jewish remnant? What doubts would they have been wrestling with in the midst of their captivity? How might this promise of a Servant who was willing to die doing God’s will have helped the Jews?

				From the Commentary 

				The remnant in Babylon prayed as though God were asleep and needed to be awakened (Ps. 7:6; 44:23; 78:65–72). They wanted God to bare His arm as He did when He defeated Pharaoh and redeemed His people from Egyptian bondage. The return from Babylon was looked upon as another “exodus” (Isa. 43:16–17; 49:9–12), with God wholly in charge and the enemy completely defeated.

				—Be Comforted, page 150

				6. Review Isaiah 51:12–16. How did God reply to the prayers of the remnant? In what ways was their hope that God would defeat the enemies like He had in Egypt similar to the way many Christians today consider God’s role in the world? 

				From the Commentary 

				Isaiah liked to use repetition: “Comfort ye, comfort ye” (40:1); “awake, awake” (51:9, 17; 52:1); and now, “depart, depart” (52:11). It seems strange that God would have to urge His people to leave a place of captivity, but some of them had grown accustomed to Babylon and were reluctant to leave.

				God commanded them to leave because Babylon was a condemned city (Jer. 50:8ff.; 51:6, 45). He warned them not to linger but to get out quickly while they had the opportunity (Isa. 48:20). They did not have to flee like criminals, but there was no reason to tarry. 

				—Be Comforted, pages 151–52

				7. Why would some of the Jewish people have been hesitant to leave their captivity? If they’d seen God’s hand in the exodus, wouldn’t they have been eager to leave when God said, “Depart”? Why or why not? What are some of the things believers today linger in when God asks them to depart?

				From the Commentary 

				The messianic interpretation of Isaiah 53 was held by Jewish rabbis till the twelfth century. After that, Jewish scholars started interpreting the passage as a description of the sufferings of the nation of Israel. But how could Israel die for the sins of Israel (v. 8)? And who declared that Israel was innocent of sin and therefore had suffered unjustly (v. 9)?

				—Be Comforted, page 155

				8. As you review Isaiah 53, what clues do you find that this is specifically about the Messiah? Why do you think some Jewish scholars choose to believe it’s not about the Messiah but about Israel? What do you believe? 

				From the Commentary 

				Isaiah 53 describes the life and ministry of Jesus Christ (vv. 1–4), His death (vv. 5–8) and burial (v. 9), and His resurrection and exaltation (vv. 10–12). The theme that ties the chapter together is that the innocent Servant died in the place of the guilty. When theologians speak about “the vicarious atonement,” that is what they mean. We cannot explain everything about the cross, but this much seems clear: Jesus took the place of guilty sinners and paid the price for their salvation.

				—Be Comforted, page 158

				9. Considering the context in which Isaiah was writing, how might the Jewish remnant have responded to this picture of a suffering servant? What about this picture would have encouraged them? What about this picture would have caused them concern? If the Jews were hoping for the “arm of the Lord” to rescue them, why might this picture of a “root out of dry ground” have felt like a disappointment?

				From the Commentary 

				A servant is not permitted to talk back; he or she must submit to the will of the master or mistress. 

				Isaiah 53:7 speaks of Jesus’ silence under suffering and verse 8 of His silence when illegally tried and condemned to death. 

				The Servant is compared to a lamb (Isa. 53:7), which is one of the frequent symbols of the Savior in Scripture. 

				—Be Comforted, pages 161–62

				10. In what ways did this depiction of the Servant go against the image of God the Jewish people had known and experienced for years? How might this have ultimately contributed to their inability to accept Jesus as Messiah when He came to earth? 

				Looking Inward

				Take a moment to reflect on all that you’ve explored thus far in this study of Isaiah 49—53. Review your notes and answers and think about how each of these things matters in your life today.

				Tips for Small Groups: To get the most out of this section, form pairs or trios and have group members take turns answering these questions. Be honest and as open as you can in this discussion, but most of all, be encouraging and supportive of others. Be sensitive to those who are going through particularly difficult times and don’t press for people to speak if they’re uncomfortable doing so.

				11. Despite everything we know about God’s plan and His power, believers still lose confidence in Him. Think about a time when you lost confidence in God’s ability to meet you in the middle of a trial. Why did you lose confidence? What restored your confidence?

				12. Think of a time when God appeared to you as a suffering servant when you were hoping for the strong arm of God. Why might God have chosen to speak to you in humility rather than through His power? What does this tell you about how God saw your need in that moment?

				13. What imagery in Isaiah 53 strikes you as most significant? How does this picture of the Messiah make you feel about your own life? About God’s love for you?

				Going Forward

				14. Think of one or two things that you have learned that you’d like to work on in the coming week. Remember that this is all about quality, not quantity. It’s better to work on one specific area of life and do it well than to work on many and do poorly (or to be so overwhelmed that you simply don’t try). 

				Do you want to better understand what the symbolism of the Suffering Servant means to your faith? Be specific. Go back through Isaiah 49—53 and put a star next to the phrase or verse that is most encouraging to you. Consider memorizing this verse.

				Real-Life Application Ideas: Think about an area in your life where you feel like a captive. What makes you feel that way? What are the reasons for the captivity? What role is God playing in that captivity? Spend time in prayer, asking God to help you see the path to freedom from that captivity. Then watch and listen for God’s answer and boldly move as God directs. Don’t let yourself become complacent when God wants you to move.

				Seeking Help

				15. Write a prayer below (or simply pray one in silence), inviting God to work on your mind and heart in those areas you’ve previously noted. Be honest about your desires and fears. 

				Notes for Small Groups:

				•	Look for ways to put into practice the things you wrote in the Going Forward section. Talk with other group members about your ideas and commit to being accountable to one another.

				•	During the coming week, ask the Holy Spirit to continue to reveal truth to you from what you’ve read and studied.

				•	Before you start the next lesson, read Isaiah 54—66. For more in-depth lesson preparation, read chapters 12 and 13, “Promises and Punishments” and “The Kingdom and the Glory,” in Be Comforted.

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Lesson 8

				Promises

				(ISAIAH 54—66)

				Before you begin …

				•	Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and wisdom as you go through this lesson.

				•	Read Isaiah 54—66. This lesson references chapters 12 and 13 in Be Comforted. It will be helpful for you to have your Bible and a copy of the commentary available as you work through this lesson.

				Getting Started

				From the Commentary

				The image in Isaiah 54 is that of Jehovah, the faithful husband, forgiving Israel, the unfaithful wife, and restoring her to the place of blessing. Isaiah has used the marriage image before (50:1–3) and will use it again (62:4).… The nation was “married” to Jehovah at Mount Sinai, but she committed adultery by turning to other gods, and the Lord had to abandon her temporarily. However, the prophets promise that Israel will be restored when Messiah comes and establishes His kingdom.

				—Be Comforted, page 167

				1. What are some of the descriptions of restoration in Isaiah 54? Why is the theme of restoration so critical to the Jewish people? What does restoration mean to Israel? What role does confidence play in restoration (54:4–10)?

				More to Consider: Read John 6:45. Why does Jesus quote the first part of Isaiah 54:13 in this passage? (You might need to review the context of the verse in John to discover the purpose.)

				2. Choose one verse or phrase from Isaiah 54—66 that stands out to you. This could be something you’re intrigued by, something that makes you uncomfortable, something that puzzles you, something that resonates with you, or just something you want to examine further. Write that here. 

				Going Deeper

				From the Commentary 

				The Servant died not only for the sins of Israel (53:8), but also for the sins of the whole world (John 1:29; 1 John 4:14). Isaiah makes it clear in 55:1—56:8 (as well as throughout the entire book) that the Gentiles are included in God’s plan. What Isaiah and the other prophets did not know was that believing Jews and Gentiles would one day be united in Jesus Christ in the church (Eph. 3:1–12). 

				—Be Comforted, page 170

				3. How might the Jews have responded had they known in Isaiah’s time that the Gentiles and believing Jews would one day form Christ’s church? In what ways was the message of the prophets a “preparation” for the coming church? Why did some choose to reject the eventual truth that Isaiah and others had pointed toward in their prophecies? 

				From the Commentary 

				When God delivered His people from Babylon and took them safely back to their own land, it was a witness to the other nations. It also gave Israel another opportunity to be a light to the Gentiles (49:6) and bring them to faith in the true and living God. While it was important for Israel to seek the Lord and be wholly devoted to Him, it was also important that they share this invitation with the nations.

				—Be Comforted, page 171

				4. Review Isaiah 55:6–13. What is involved in “seeking the Lord”? How does seeking the Lord lead inevitably to sharing Him with other nations? In what ways is this message the same for Christians today?

				From the History Books

				When Jesus came to earth, bringing the message of grace, many Jews chose to disbelieve that He was the Messiah foretold in Isaiah’s (and others’) prophecies. Even today, Jews still await their Messiah. Those who chose to follow Christ became known as Christians. But there are some Jewish followers of Jesus today who consider themselves “Messianic Jews.” People who associate themselves with this movement tend to observe Jewish dietary laws and holy days, and some claim Messianic Judaism is a sect of Judaism rather than a different version of Christianity. 

				5. Why do you think Messianic Judaism exists today? Why wouldn’t Jews who believe in Christ simply live like Gentile Christians and stop observing Jewish customs? What might Christianity learn from the Messianic Jews that could grow their relationship with Christ? What elements of modern Christianity could potentially benefit those who still follow Jewish laws?

				From the Commentary 

				It was the godless conduct of the leaders that caused Judah to fall to Babylon (Lam. 4:13–14). Had the prophets, priests, and rulers turned to God in repentance and faith, He would have intervened on their behalf, but they persisted in their rebellion. With biting sarcasm, Isaiah called them “blind watchmen” who cannot see the enemy coming, and “sleeping dogs” who could not bark their warning even if they were awake! The leaders were not alert; they loved to sleep, and when they were awake, they loved to eat and drink.

				—Be Comforted, page 174

				6. What other indictments did Isaiah present to the leaders (and other groups) in Isaiah 56:9—59:21? What response to these indictments does God then invite from the people? What role does God’s mercy play in this section of Scripture?

				From the Commentary 

				There was a great deal of injustice in the land, with the rich exploiting the poor and the rulers using their authority only to make themselves rich (see Isa. 1:17–23; 3:13–15; 5:8–30). The people lifted their hands to worship God, but their hands were stained with blood (1:15, 21). God could not answer their prayers because their sins hid His face from them.

				It was a conflict between truth and lies, just as it is today. Isaiah compared the evil rulers to pregnant women giving birth to sin (59:4; Ps. 7:14; Isa. 33:11), to snakes hatching their eggs, and to spiders weaving their webs (Isa. 59:5–6). What they give birth to will only destroy them (James 1:13–15), and their beautiful webs of lies can never protect them.

				—Be Comforted, page 177

				7. How does the cry against injustice in 59:1–21 foreshadow the final day of the Lord when all nations will be judged? What are some of the injustices listed in this chapter of Isaiah? What are some of the injustices that still plague our world today? How can this passage offer encouragement to those who suffer injustice?

				From the Commentary 

				Isaiah began his “Book of Consolation” (chaps. 40—66) by promising that “the glory of the LORD shall be revealed” (40:5). Now he concludes by describing that glory for us. In the last seven chapters, he used the word glory in one form or another at least twenty-three times. When God’s glory is on the scene, everything becomes new.

				—Be Comforted, page 181

				8. Go through Isaiah 60—66 and circle any uses of the word glory or other similar words. What does this tell you about Isaiah’s closing message? What is God’s glory? In what ways is God’s glory present in these chapters? 

				More to Consider: Read Isaiah 61:1–9 and Luke 4:16–21. What do you notice about Jesus’ words in the Luke passage? What is missing in Jesus’ quote from Isaiah? Why?

				From the Commentary 

				The prophet looks ahead in 63:1–6 and sees Jesus Christ returning from the Battle of Armageddon that climaxes the day of the Lord (Rev. 19:11–21). Edom is named here as a representative of the nations that have oppressed the Jews. Bozrah was one of its main cities, and its name means “grape gathering.” 

				The ancient winepress was a large, hollowed rock into which the grapes were put for the people to tread on them. The juice ran out a hole in the rock and was caught in vessels. As the people crushed the grapes, some of the juice would splash on their garments. 

				—Be Comforted, pages 185–86

				9. What’s significant about the use of the winepress analogy in Isaiah 63:1–6? What is the message being given in this passage? What roles do both redemption and vengeance play in these verses? How are vengeance and redemption related?

				From the Commentary 

				Throughout his book, Isaiah has presented us with alternatives: Trust the Lord and live, or rebel against the Lord and die. He has explained the grace and mercy of God and offered His forgiveness. He has also explained the holiness and wrath of God and warned of His judgment. He has promised glory for those who will believe and judgment for those who scoff. He has explained the foolishness of trusting man’s wisdom and the world’s resources.

				The prophet calls the professing people of God back to spiritual reality. He warns against hypocrisy and empty worship. He pleads for faith, obedience, a heart that delights in God, and a life that glorifies God.

				—Be Comforted, page 190

				10. In what ways has each message in Isaiah pointed to the concept of finding comfort in the Lord? How is comfort in the Lord different from being comfortable in our lives? Read Isaiah 1:18 again. How does this verse summarize the overall message of Isaiah? 

				Looking Inward

				Take a moment to reflect on all that you’ve explored thus far in this study of Isaiah 54—66. Review your notes and answers and think about how each of these things matters in your life today.

				Tips for Small Groups: To get the most out of this section, form pairs or trios and have group members take turns answering these questions. Be honest and as open as you can in this discussion, but most of all, be encouraging and supportive of others. Be sensitive to those who are going through particularly difficult times and don’t press for people to speak if they’re uncomfortable doing so.

				11. Much of Isaiah’s message is about “seeking the Lord.” What are some of the ways you seek God? Why is that important to your faith experience? What happens when you stop seeking God?

				12. Have you ever doubted that Isaiah is speaking about the Messiah in his prophecies? What prompted that doubt? Why do you think so many Jews continue to disbelieve that these prophecies were fulfilled in Jesus? 

				13. The theme of injustice appears in the later chapters of Isaiah. What are your experiences with injustice? How do you respond when you see injustice? How easy or difficult is it for you to trust God’s judgment of all injustice? 

				Going Forward

				14. Think of one or two things that you have learned that you’d like to work on in the coming week. Remember that this is all about quality, not quantity. It’s better to work on one specific area of life and do it well than to work on many and do poorly (or to be so overwhelmed that you simply don’t try). 

				Do you want to explore new ways to seek God daily? Be specific. Go back through Isaiah 54—66 and put a star next to the phrase or verse that is most encouraging to you. Consider memorizing this verse.

				Real-Life Application Ideas: Since one of the themes in this section of Isaiah is injustice, take a moment to consider the injustices happening around you and around the world. Are there things you can do today to help battle injustice? If so, what are they? Take action as appropriate, but also spend time in prayer asking God to respond to those injustices according to His plan and through His great mercy.

				Seeking Help

				15. Write a prayer below (or simply pray one in silence), inviting God to work on your mind and heart in those areas you’ve previously noted. Be honest about your desires and fears. 

				Notes for Small Groups:

				•	Look for ways to put into practice the things you wrote in the Going Forward section. Talk with other group members about your ideas and commit to being accountable to one another.

				•	During the coming week, ask the Holy Spirit to continue to reveal truth to you from what you’ve read and studied.

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Bonus Lesson

				Summary and Review 

				Notes for Small Groups: This session is a summary and review of this book. Because of that, it is shorter than the previous lessons. If you are using this in a small-group setting, consider combining this lesson with a time of fellowship or a shared meal. 

				Before you begin …

				•	Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and wisdom as you go through this lesson.

				•	Briefly review the notes you made in the previous sessions. You will refer back to previous sections throughout this bonus lesson. 

				Looking Back

				1. Over the past eight lessons, you’ve spent time with God’s people as they’ve gone through many trials and challenges. What expectations did you bring to this study? In what ways were those expectations met?

				2. What is the most significant personal discovery you’ve made from this study?

				3. What surprised you most about Isaiah’s prophecies and the response to them by God’s people? What, if anything, troubled you?

				Progress Report

				4. Take a few moments to review the Going Forward sections of the previous lessons. How would you rate your progress for each of the things you chose to work on? What adjustments, if any, do you need to make to continue on the path toward spiritual maturity?

				5. In what ways have you grown closer to God during this study? Take a moment to celebrate those things. Then think of areas where you feel you still need to grow and note those here. Make plans to revisit this study in a few weeks to review your growing faith.

				Things to Pray About

				6. Isaiah is a rich book, full of God’s comfort, but also His judgment. As you reflect on the prophecies and the promises in this book, ask God to reveal to you those truths that you most need to hear. Revisit the book often and seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance to gain a better understanding of what it means to trust in God’s comfort.

				7. The themes in Isaiah include trust, judgment, confidence in God, leadership, suffering, serving, and grace. Spend time praying for each of these topics. 

				8. Whether you’ve been studying this in a small group or on your own, there are many other Christians working through the very same issues you discovered when examining the book of Isaiah. Take time to pray for each of them, that God would reveal truth, that the Holy Spirit would guide you, and that each person might grow in spiritual maturity according to God’s will.

				A Blessing of Encouragement

				Studying the Bible is one of the best ways to learn how to be more like Christ. Thanks for taking this step. In closing, let this blessing precede you and follow you into the next week while you continue to marinate in God’s Word:

				May God light your path to greater understanding as you review the truths found in the book of Isaiah and consider how they can help you grow closer to Christ.

				

			

		

	
		
			
				THE WIERSBE BIBLE STUDY SERIES: ISAIAH

				Published by David C Cook

				4050 Lee Vance View

				Colorado Springs, CO 80918 U.S.A.

				David C Cook Distribution Canada 

				55 Woodslee Avenue, Paris, Ontario, Canada N3L 3E5

				David C Cook U.K., Kingsway Communications

				Eastbourne, East Sussex BN23 6NT, England

				The graphic circle C logo is a registered trademark of David C Cook.

				All rights reserved. No part of this ebook may be reproduced, scanned, resold, or distributed by or through any print or electronic medium without written permission from the publisher. This ebook is licensed solely for the personal and noncommercial use of the original authorized purchaser, subject to the terms of use under which it was purchased. Please do not participate in or encourage piracy of copyrighted materials in violation of the author’s rights.

				Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations in this study are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked NKJV are taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

				In Be Comforted excerpts, unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from the King James Version of the Bible. (Public Domain.) 

				All excerpts taken from Be Comforted, second edition, published by David C Cook in 2009 © 1992 Warren W. Wiersbe, ISBN 978-1-4347-6615-1.

				ISBN 978-0-7814-0423-5

				eISBN 978-1-4347-0263-0

				© 2010 Warren W. Wiersbe

				The Team: Steve Parolini, Karen Lee-Thorp, Amy Kiechlin, Jack Campbell, and Karen Athen

				Series Cover Design: John Hamilton Design

				Cover Photo: iStockphoto

				

				First Edition 2010

			

		

	
		
			
				Dr. Warren W. Wiersbe is an internationally known Bible teacher and the former pastor of The Moody Church in Chicago. For ten years he was associated with the Back to the Bible radio broadcast, first as Bible teacher and then as general director. Dr. Wiersbe has written more than 160 books, including the popular “BE” series of Bible commentaries, which has sold more than four million copies. He and his wife, Betty, live in Lincoln, Nebraska.

				[image: Be%20Comforted%20cover.tif]Also available by Dr. Warren W. Wiersbe:
Be Comforted: Feeling Secure in the Arms of God
An expositional commentary of Isaiah

				If you enjoyed this title, visit DCCeBooks.com for more great reads.

			

			
				
					[image: DCC_4cBook_Logo.eps]
				

			

		

	cover.jpeg
Feeling

Secure In

the Arms






images/00002.jpeg
HCICIH
JIC

HVIVSI

o The

Wiersbe

BIBLE STUDY SERIES

Feeling
Secure in
the Arms

of God

David©Cook





images/00001.jpeg
Feeling
Secure In

- the Arms

of God :






images/00004.jpeg
COMFORTED






images/00003.jpeg





images/00005.jpeg
David© Cook'

transforming lives together

www.davidccook.com





