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DEDICATION
 
    
 
    
 
     I dedicate this book to the memory of my father Esau Matthews Banda(1947-2005), my beloved mother Lister Mazyopa Banda(1952-2001) and my brother Kosamu Banda(1972-2009). I also dedicate it to those with whom I have shared the pain of this loss, my sisters Bertha and Lister and my late brother's wife Mable and children Lister, Matthews and Saidesi. Although death, because of the devastation it has caused in our family, has been for us a very painful reality, yet more real a comfort has been the Lord's love and compassion for our family. His love and compassion have been strengths that have enabled us to conquer the pain and given us hope to reach the joyful reality that we see today in the fulfillment of His good promises and intentions towards us. We have been broken, but not destroyed, abandoned, but not by the Lord. His name be glorified, now and for ever more. Amen!  


 
   
  
 




 
   "I will teach you about the power of God;
 
   the ways of the Almighty I will
 
   not conceal"
 
   (Job 27:11)
 
    
 
    
 
   "I do not hide your righteous in my heart;
 
   I speak of your faithfulness and salvation.
 
   I do not conceal your love and your truth from
 
   the great assembly"
 
   (Psalm 40:10)
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                     INTRODUCTION
 
    
 
       The tradition in writing an introduction is that the author uses it as an opportunity to explain the content of his or her book to the readers. But I would like to break tradition, somewhat, by using my introduction to introduce myself as well. I have decided to do this because I know that the number one question of those who will get hold of this book or hear of it will be: Who is this Maliseni Banda? I reckon many people will ask this question because prior to the publishing of this book I was virtually an unknown person to most people. I have, so it may seem, come on the scene from nowhere, in the same way that John the Baptist may have seemed to the people of his time. The Jews often wondered about who he was(John 1:19-28). This was partly because he lived in the desert out of the sight of many people before publicly appearing to Israel(Luke 1:80).
 
    
 
   WHEN TIMES DEMAND CHANGE
 
    The reason John the Baptist spent his early years in the desert away from the public eye was because God wanted to tutor him in a new teaching, whose dissemination was to be his responsibility and, hence, did not want him to be influenced by the wrong teachings of the Pharisees and teachers of the law. Likewise, though I have been a Christian for over a decade, the Lord has kept me occupied in the school of the Holy Spirit away from the wider public eye learning new things, things which He wanted me to bring to the attention of the church when the time would come for him to move me from a smaller platform--one on which I was glad to serve--to the larger one to which I was called. The words of Isaiah 49:2-3 are quite appropriate for my life in this regard. 'He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me into a polished arrow and concealed me in his quiver. He said to me, "You are my servant...in whom I will display my splendor,"' this scripture tells us. A person introducing a new teaching and dispensation needs to be protected from the influence of any teaching that would hinder his ability to grasp what God wants to begin. This is because some people always want to do things the way they have always been done and adamantly resist anything new. They even try to impose their methodologies on a generation whose challenges are different from those of their own generation. In Matthew 11:12-13 Jesus introduces John the Baptist to the people as His agent of change. In Matthew 11:16-19 He condemns those who did not believe in the message of John the Baptist as people who would not respond to change in the tune of the melodious messages of heaven. True to the fact, there is a new sound in the spiritual skies today. The Lord is playing a new and different tune. Sometimes new tunes come with the invention of new ways of playing music and, consequently, the discarding of the old ways(remember how the invention of the synthesizer, electronic keyboard and electric drums revolutionized music in the 1980's and 90's). It is evident by the sad state of affairs which Matthew 9:36 says Jesus found the people of Israel in that the traditions and methodologies which the Pharisees and teachers of the law held so strongly to had outlived their usefulness. These traditions and methods of ministry had, clearly, been overwhelmed by the awesome challenges which that generation found itself facing. Yet the Pharisees and teachers of the law, for all their learning, could not see it. It was as if they had chosen to live in self-denial. putting their hope in what had failed them again and again. There are many people with that kind of mentality even today. Such would be a hindrance to a person whom God wants to use to bring to the church something new.
 
      Their resistance, if not out of jealousy, is most likely to be out of fear. They resist change because they think it will make them irrelevant and, to that end, redundant. But that is not the motive of God in introducing new things. He is simply trying to take His people to a higher level in Him. That includes the very people who are resisting change. Indeed, Luke 7:30 shows that God had a plan and a place even for the Pharisees and teachers of the law in the new dispensation which John the Baptist had come to introduce. But because they profited from the status, they stubbornly resisted change. It was to their mischievous advantage for it to stay the same. They benefited financially and in the undeserved respect they drew from the community. But their fight to keep the status quo showed just how evil their hearts were. It showed that they were happier to see people suffer if it served to satisfy their greed and selfish motives than to see a healed people. In other words, they relished Israel's desperate situation because of their love for fortune and fame.  On the other hand, in Matthew 13:52 Jesus spoke of the teachers of law who accepted the new dispensation as being like a man who brings out of the storeroom new treasures as well as old. This shows that Christ's disagreements with the Pharisees and teachers of the law was not in any way based on prejudice against them, but on their lack of willingness to embrace change. True to the fact, God is not so much concerned about one's background, age or race as about the attitude of his or her heart. It is not whether you are a man or woman, white or black, old or young preacher, etc, that determines whether God will take you to a higher level in Him or not, but how willing or not you are to do what is needed to get to that level. To this end, it is one’s negative attitude towards change that makes a person irrelevant to his or her time. But with a positive attitude you can overcome the disadvantages of coming from a poor background and become a success and a great asset to your generation. It is just like working for a corporation which is trying to survive the competition on the market. Your relevance to the operations of that company and your contribution to its profitability will only be as great as you are willing to learn how to use the new technology or business innovations which management introduces in the company. The more you improve on your knowledge, the more chances you have at escaping the jaws of redundancy and of getting promoted. No matter how great a prayer warrior you are, if you are not willing to learn new things, you do not deserve to have your prayers for promotion answered. For management will not see reason in promoting you and will not consider your experience worth retaining if you are unable to make use of it through the new technology or business innovations that the company has adopted. So it is in the kingdom of God. The Lord never replaces faithful people. Instead, He promotes them to a higher level in Him. He also only fills vacancies left by those who willing abandon their God-given places to go after the world and its desires and those created by the challenges of the times. So my entry into the scene is not a threat to any faithful minister of the word of God and should not be viewed as such. My call was created by a need. Even before I was born, the Lord saw that there would come a time when circumstances would require the presence of a person with my kind of ministry. I was born for such a time as this. The same is true for any minister of the word who is genuinely called of God. Therefore, it is not about you and me, but about the purposes and plans of God for the times we are living in. So, my fellow preacher, do not let the fact that I am a black man from Africa who may not have the experience which you have in ministry put you off. Consider the fact that I know the purposes of God for the end time church more important than my humble background. In other words, be willing to learn from this person you may not consider a great preacher, that you may be relevant to the cause of the end time church. May your faithfulness in ministry over the years find abundant fruit in the new dispensation of which the Lord has made me a messenger of good tidings to you. Always remember that faithfulness which does not embrace change risks losing its influence and relevance among men. Remember what happened to the Pharisees and teachers of the law. As far as performing religious rites was concerned, they were certainly a faithful lot. But, because of their resistance to change, their faithfulness could not help them escape becoming irrelevant to their generation.
 
    
 
   A FRESH NEW VISION
 
       Now, what is this new dispensation I am writing about? Well, let me begin to introduce it to you this way: About a year after I was born again, the Lord showed me a vision which has remained fresh in my mind to this day. The vision was in three parts. Firstly, I saw an Ox standing on a slab of concrete. Then, just as quickly, another image appeared--a rose. The rose image was followed by an image of a cornfield. All three images were in white. Later, I would come to understand that this vision was actually a plan that the Lord God purposed for the last day church. It was in reality His vision for the end time church.
 
       However, it was to take about two years for the Lord to fully interpret it in my mind. But one particular moment during that period stands out; on my twenty-sixth birthday--28th September, 1996. I woke up on the morning of that special day and for the first time heard the Lord say to me, "This is a New Day." This statement from heaven on that day would mark the beginning of the understanding of a message which was to permeate my very being and define the course which my life was to take. Later on the Lord Jesus would tell me that He desired to use my ministry to birth forth on earth a new vision for the body of Christ worldwide. He would tell me that the vision was not to be my brain-child but from His own mind. In other words, He was not seeking to take advantage of my 'brain power'--so to say--to invent a new plan for the church, but to use my faith to bring forth into the world that which He had already planned and predestined for the last days even before I was born. And the statement He had used on my birthday identified the name of that vision. It was to be called the 'New Day.'
 
       Interestingly, the bible tells us in Amos 3:7 that the Lord does nothing without revealing His plans to His servants. That is why the Lord revealed the New Day vision to me. He wanted to make known the end from the beginning to the church. However, if we look at the bible with an open mind, we will discover that the Lord never has room for plan B in all his plans and purposes. He never makes contingency plans and never considers any possibility of failure of His plans, for He can never fail. He is not like a young man who puts across the excuse that he is moving about with two girls so that if he is disappointed by one of them he will not lose out totally because he will remain with one to marry. Neither is He like a young woman who says she is moving about with two men in the hope of marrying the one of the two who becomes a success. The Lord is focused; He is never moved by unfavorable circumstances. He sticks to His plans until He sees them fulfilled. And He expects the same attitude from those who choose to call themselves by His name or as His servants. He desires people to stick to the partner He gave them, even when things around them seem to be against their union. Likewise, He does not expect His servants to allow unfavorable conditions around them to cause them to miscarry the visions He has given them, especially that He is ever willing to help them during hard times.
 
       The vision of the New Day is not in any way an attempt on my part to replace the initial vision which God gave the church, seen in Matthew 16:16-17. Rather, it is born out of that vision and meant to give strength to it so that it may finally be fulfilled. Perhaps what the women of Bethlehem said to Naomi about the child whom her daughter-in-law Ruth bore can best describe the relationship between the old vision and the new. "He will renew and sustain you in your old age"(Ruth 4:15). The new vision will renew and sustain the old vision. That means God intends to accomplish through the new vision the end which He had planned for the old vision. Clearly, delay is not failure. The generations of faithful Christians who have gone before us could not fulfill the old vision not because they were failures, but because the time for its fulfillment had not yet come. So we cannot boast over them. We can only be thankful for the seeds they planted, for those very seeds are the foundation of truth on which we will build the truths that will ignite and sustain the revival which I am calling the New Day in this book.
 
       Talking about foundations laid in the past, one thing you will realize in this book is that I go back to people's past and, by use of God's word, uproot wrong foundations so as to allow for new ones to be laid, ones on which a better future can be built. In other words, I use the word of God to reverse wrongs and mistakes made in the past and to prevent them from bearing fruit in the future. In this sense, I minister in the way that the prophet Elijah did at Mount Carmel. In 1 Kings chapter 18, we see how the fire which Elijah prayed down on  Mount Carmel turned the hearts of the Israelites from following the gods of their sinful fathers--idol worshiping kings, priests and prophets--to following the God of their righteous fathers--Abraham, Isaac and Jacob--so that the Lord gave them the rains which had not fallen for three years. This is what Malachi 4:5-6 meant when it spoke of Elijah coming to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers so that the land would not be struck with a curse. It can be defined as the restoration of a generation or an individual by using the word of God to offset the effects of bad decisions and wrongs done by past generations or a particular individual in an earlier generation. It can also be the use of the word of God to cause a generation to walk the path by which past generations gained access to the favor of God or to make them avoid the path by which past generations made themselves liable for judgment from above. Though you will see this kind of ministry in this book and in my life as a whole, know that it does not mean I am the prophet Elijah spoken of in Malachi 4:5-6. It just means that for the situation in which I use it, that is the solution. The Elijah spoken of in the book of Malachi was John the Baptist. Jesus made that clear in Matthew 17:10-13. However, if what I say about how your past relates to your present difficulties is truth, you will certainly find me to be a blessing to you--that is, if you heed what I will have offered to you as a solution. Your life will be restored and you will have prepared it as ground on which showers of blessings will fall from above, just as the rain fell in Israel after Elijah had prayed down fire from heaven.
 
       The Lord's own promise to me is that through this book He will kindle a flame on earth which will never be quenched until the day that Jesus comes to rapture the church. In every nation where this book will go will be joy and gladness among Christians, because they will come to realize the greatness of the moment they are living in and be inspired to take possession of it, so that there will begin a great revival. In the power of that revival the church will move in the world and a mighty sound of new worshipers in all the lands of the nations of the earth shall be heard. It will be a time when it shall be recognized that the Lord God does not make empty boasts when He says in Malachi 2:11, "My name will be great among the nations, from the rising to the setting of the sun. In every place incense and pure offerings will be brought to my name, because my name will be great among the nations." The Lord has said the revival will have the impact that September 11 had on the world, but on the positive side, for He will be faithful to pour out His Spirit and miracles--and do so in a gloriously impacting measure. And none believers, on hearing of the glorious things which will be happening in the church, will buy this book to learn more about them. Then I too, because of the evangelistic topics in the book, will have a great harvest of souls for the Lord among them.
 
       This book will also express the anointing which is upon me, the anointing to heal and deliver those afflicted or oppressed by the devil. For the Lord has promised that many will be healed and delivered even as they read this book and believe the word of God concerning the New Day miracles. He has said that to such the word of God as given in this book will be like spiritual dynamite which explodes in their hearts and sends healing waves throughout their bodies.
 
    
 
   MIRRORS OF GOD'S CHARACTER
 
       Having said all that I have, I must point out, however, that I have no monopoly on the revelation of the New Day as a minister of the word of God. I am just one among the many whom God has called throughout the world to reveal the New Day. I like what Jesus said in John 17:22-23 when He was praying to the Father. “I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me." In other words, Jesus was saying that He had made His followers mirrors of His glory in the same way that He had been made the mirror of His father's glory. But he shows in this scripture that the reflection of His glory could only be expressed co-operatively. No individual can express it by himself or herself. Indeed, no single person can make up the body of Christ. To reflect the glory of Christ, we don't need one big mirror, a Mr Ego, but a combination of small mirrors, each reflecting a part of Christ's character.
 
       In that regard, I believe that the writing style of every Christian writer expresses the character by which God wants to be known in the ministry of that individual. I believe that in my case the Lord wants to show Himself as the only God and the only source of real truth, so that after the dust of spiritual warfare has settled He will be left as the only man standing as proof of this character in Him. In other words, He would like to show through my ministry that He will have the last word in every spiritual and philosophical battle that will take place in the last days and emerge as the all-round victor at the close of the age. When I talk about philosophical battles and my role in them, I mean that God wants to use me to expose the folly of the wisdoms that men cherish, those arguments and perceptions they have come up with as an alternative to the knowledge and wisdom of God. He wants to show that beliefs in which truth has no identifiable lasting standards and is determined by your situation or condition are nothing else but an attempt by the devil to drain power and trust out of God's word and, consequently, leave the world confused and at the mercy of his destructive works. We Christians know the word of God as the lasting standard of truth. And the Lord will make it known as such to the world in this day in the miracles which He will perform through His servants in conformation of His word, just as He did through Elijah's miracle of fire. Thus will He also make His presence known to those who have not believed in His existence. Unfortunately, though much of the wisdom of man is inspired by erroneous human perceptions and by demonic deception, it has found its way into the church, so that there is need for an ecclesiastical shake up in the church today. Let me not be misunderstood on this issue. I do not mean God has appointed me to redefine the doctrinal stands of Christian congregations, but to help restore truth in areas where it is lacking. This is why the Lord directed me to name my ministry Altar of Truth Restoration Ministries.
 
       Now, God wants to show a different side of Himself in every person's life and ministry, for He is a diverse God. Hence, there are no identical twins in ministry. Nobody can write my books the way I write them and I cannot write another person's books the way he or she writes them. If I attempted to write the way another person writes his or her books, I would only end up betraying that person's writing style, by bringing out my own. The same is true in music and preaching. God shows a different side of Himself in each person's music or preaching. There are certain instances when it may seem as if God is showing the same side of Himself in two or more people. However, a closer look at their ministries will show that there is a point where their ministries get separated. Hence, in that regard, unidentical twins can be found in ministry. One can flow in the same style as another but with a different element added to his or her ministry. Elijah and Elisha had the same type of anointing, but each of the two prophets' ministry can be told from the other's in scripture. Though they both performed great miracles, the paths which their individual ministries took were different. The two prophets would have easily worked separately at the same period without the risk of duplication of work and the problem of interference in each other's ministry, more so that they were humble men. The same can be true for an evangelist and a prophet in whose ministries are wrought great miracles. The prophet will differ from the evangelist in that his ministry does not end at leading people to Christ but proceeds on to leading them to a God-inspired direction as a community of Christians. However, the prophet cannot boast of being better than the evangelist. They are equal, and each will be rewarded according to the work assigned to him. The only difference is that more demands are made on the prophet than on the evangelist. To this end, the order on the list of the five-fold ministries in Ephesians 4:11 is not about position, but about the measure of responsibility that is placed on each call. The higher the call is on the list, the greater are the demands made on it. Hence, haughty and not so wise is the man who abandons his call to chase after one higher on the list than his own. For he endeavors to take on responsibility for which God has not equipped him. The result can only be a person who gets overwhelmed by the burden of work he has to carry and in the process fails those he is suppose to help.
 
       There is also another thing to remember. That Christianity is a race. But the challenge is not how good you can do against others, but how effective you are in your efforts to finish the work God has assigned to you as the purpose of your life on earth. It is in effect a race against oneself and, in that regard, against time. Hence, in this race there is only one runner on the running track and God with a stop watch standing at the finish line. So your aim should not be to look at who could be racing against you, but to finish the race and do so in good time. No doubt, there will be those who are going to get off their own running track and try to get on yours because of jealousy. Some will even come as friends, but with ill-motives. The devil will be using their jealousy as a vehicle to use them to delay or cause you to lose focus on what God has assigned to you. Be watchful and alert! Don't allow them to distract and keep you from finishing the race. Don't even allow anything or anyone to frighten or tempt you out of God's purpose for your life. Trust in God; He will remove every obstacle of the enemy from your path and provide for every need. But you should also remember not to put obstacles on your path yourself. Don't become your own enemy. In other words, no matter how great are things God will do in your ministry, don't take on a spirit of pride. Recognize that in the church we need one another, for our work complement each other's--just like it is between a man and a woman in marriage. Without a pastor to disciple converts, the evangelist works in vain, for converts will go back to the world. Likewise, the flock in the church should not put obstacles in their own paths. We must understand that what the Lord seeks of the flock as they get ministered to by His servants through preaching, writing or music is not for them to behave like lab technicians but as students in a clas room. In other words, they must not spend their time examining His servant's methods of ministry, but seek to learn and be blessed by them. Hence, when you read this book, do not do it in such a way as to find out how I compare with other men of God, but to receive godly instruction. If you spend your time trying to know how I compare with other men of God, you will only end up missing the mind and heart of God as expressed in this book. Likewise, though reading this book may turn out to be enjoyable for you, know that it is not written for the purpose of entertainment but of revelation of God's will and plans for this day and your role in them. One of the things which sadden me about some Christians in the west is their tendency to seek for entertainment in worship songs and pulpit theatricals in preaching. I hope you won't act in this manner towards my ministry. For I am neither a poet, novelist nor a natural orator. Hence, I can only be a blessing to you if you want to know what God is saying. So, if the voice of God is what you are looking for, tighten your seat belt and let the journey of revelation begin.
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              THE TRUE AMERICAN DREAM
 
    
 
    
 
       If you look back over the centuries at the tales of people who have been deemed successful in their lives and made a name for themselves, you will discover one particular thing common to all of them. That all inspiring thing is called vision or dream. Even when it comes to spiritual things, vision is a vital element of success. It is the very driving force of revival. Indeed, Joel 2:28-29 quotes the Lord promising His people, "And afterwards, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days." Notice, though, from this scripture that vision is presented as a fruit of the Holy Spirit. This means that God is at the heart of a truly successful vision. This is very important for us to remember, especially in these modern times, because we now have people that are referred to as Motivational Speakers coming to the limelight throughout the nations of the world. These are people who, through their teachings, attempt to inspire other people to dream and work at achieving those dreams. The things they propagate seem helpful and many a people have attributed their success to the teachings they have received from such people. However, there is a problem with many Motivational Speakers which Christians cannot afford to ignore. It is something they should be cautious about. You see, many of these speakers have removed God from the equation of vision and success. In other words, they motivate people to accomplish success through their own strength and not through God. The problem is that when you remove God from the equation of vision and success failure, and not success, is the result. Sometimes what people hold up as an example of success is in reality failure. Indeed, the world may see a man who becomes rich by exploiting others or who builds a mansion with stolen money as a success. The world takes no consideration for morality when considering the process that leads to success but works on the fraud assumption of 'the end justifies the means.' Christ's response to such an attitude can be summed up in what He said in Luke 16:15 to the money worshiping Pharisees: "What is highly valued among men is detestable in God's sight." And such is the case of some people's idea of revival. There are some people these days who often call the splendor of their church buildings, their financial success or the economic prosperity of their nations as revival. True, spiritual revival can have physical benefits. Good spiritual health does give birth to sound physical, financial or material health. The bible shows us how the Jews would be empowered to build and prosper every time there was a spiritual renewal in their land. However, financial prosperity can abound even in a spiritually impoverished land. And many developed nations in the west today are a testimony to that truth. For this reason, financial prosperity is not always a reliable indicator of revival. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit, on the other hand, is. In fact, there can never be revival without the Holy Spirit. Hence, revival without the Holy Spirit, a belief held by some, is a foreign concept to the New Testament. The reality is that it is an idea often conceived by a canal mind which wants to appear pious without having to give up its love for the pleasures and riches of this world. Now, as I alluded to earlier, where there is no outpouring of the Holy Spirit you will also not find vision from above. Hence, people whose revival is not based on the outpouring of the Holy Spirit often come up with their own visions. But visions which are conceived by canal minds lead many astray and into failure. Therefore, it is important for us to know a true vision from a false one, so as not to be led astray.
 
    
 
   THE HOPE OF THE FATHERS
 
       A vision is defined as God's revelation to you of what He wants to accomplish in your own generation through you. It is different from a dream. A dream is God's revelation to you of what He wants to accomplish for and through the younger generation. Hence, the same revelation which may be called a vision by young men can be referred to as a dream by older men. This is because it is something which they would like to do but which their age or the time they are living in does not permit them to. In this way we discover that what was Moses' vision concerning the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt was Joseph's dream four centuries earlier(Genesis 50:24-26; Joshua 3:1-10). Exodus 13:19 tells us that when the Israelites left Egypt Moses took with him the bones of Joseph. In a way, Joseph was among those who walked out of Egypt. His hope to walk out of Egypt to a land prepared for a nation he had so much suffered for was fulfilled when his bones were buried in the promised land by those who took possession of it(Joshua 24:32). Clearly, the hope of the older generation to see their dream fulfilled is in God's vision for the younger generation. The fathers of America had a great and godly dream for her future. But something went wrong along the way and the dream failed to materialize. The problem with the generations that came later was that they replaced their fathers' godly dream with their own self-centered dream, which they also called the 'American Dream.' It is a dream in which morality and love for other people and for God are sacrificed on the altar of fortune and fame. It is clear from this that the latter generations' American dream was birthed by people who wanted to have a good life without having to submit themselves to the God of good life--the Lord. It was really a matter of rebellion against God and an indirect submission to the god of this world--the devil. Indeed, the promise of fortune and is one way the devil uses to lure people to his side. Remember how he attempted to lure Jesus into worshiping him with a promise of the kingdoms of the worlds and their glory(see Matthew 4:8-9). Promises of fortune and fame also serve to help the devil hide his traps. He uses such promises as a beautiful wrapper in which to conceal to the fleshly eye the destructive nature of dreams and visions inspired by him. By a promise of fortune and fame he sells off his destructive dreams and visions as something good to the unwary across the counter of deception. Be careful that the dream or vision you are so excited about does not in the end turn out to be a nightmare. Shop right. Shop from the right shopkeeper. Shop from Christ's heavenly counter. But let us take a look at how it all played out for America after she abandoned God's vision to follow her own.
 
       We will begin doing so by contrasting the effect of vision from the human mind with that from God's. We saw at the beginning of this chapter how that the dominance of vision from the human mind is usually an indicator of the absence of vision from God. Now, consider what Proverbs 29:18 says about the place where vision from God is absent. It tells us: 'Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; but blessed is the man who keeps the law.' In other words, this scripture is saying where there is no vision from above people do whatever they see fit. You see, vision from above is like a guiding light. It shows people the right ways to take and the right purposes to commit themselves to. So where there is no vision from above you will also find people with no sense of direction and purpose, to the effect that they will mistake wrong paths for right ones. In Proverbs 16:25 the bible talks about a way which seems right to a man and yet its end is death. Indeed, the Kings James version of Proverbs 28:18 tells us that where there is no vision people perish. You see, the way whose end is death is the path in which, in an attempt to satisfy the flesh's hunger for the pleasures of this world, discipline is thrown to the wind and restraint cast off. When you are deeply in love with the world, you will end up doing things which will bring harm to you in the end. All this explains why America is the society that it is today, one which is morally impoverished. The abandonment of the dream of her fathers by the generations that came later created a situation in which the nation lost direction and everyone begun to do what he or she saw fit. The presence of homosexual and lesbian practices is testimony to this. So are the extremes of the youth. Today in America it is not a surprise to hear news of a school boy or college student shooting one or more of his school or college mates right on the school or college premises. A form of terrorism is being carried out in high schools and colleges, as pupils and students carry with them deadly weapons to their schools and colleges. However, these are only but the tip of the many heart-breaking things happening in America. Like a malignant cancer, evil has taken over almost every fabric of life in America.
 
    
 
   ANCIENT PATHS
 
       The nation desperately needs healing. Thankfully, through the New Day vision, God is offering her the healing balm that she desperately needs. The New Day vision is God's answer to America's problems and a second chance for Americans to fulfill their fathers' dream for their nation. Indeed, the second part of Proverbs 29:18 tells us that a person who keeps the law in a place where there is no vision from above is blessed. We can best understand this statement if we look at it from the context of Proverbs 28:12. This scripture tells us: 'when a country is rebellious, it has many rulers, but a man of understanding and knowledge maintains order.' what this scripture is trying to tell us is that when a nation chooses to follow a way of life that God considers rebellious, it is never short of people with visions that lead it into confusion, but a person with vision from above is that rare and needed gift of a person endowed with the understanding and knowledge to restore order and point it into the right direction. When a nation cries out for rescue from its troubles, God does not send it storm troops or a panel of experts. He sends that nation a prophet. Indeed, the bible tells us in Judges 6:7-8: 'When the Israelites cried to the LORD because of Midian, he sent them a prophet...' It is of such a one that Isaiah 19:20 speaks, when it says: 'When they cry out to the LORD because of their oppressors, he will send them a savior and defender, and he will rescue them.' To a nation such a one is the whole body of Christ. Indeed, the church in America is a gift from God for the nation, but only if she is herself driven by vision from above. She holds the key to the moral health of the nation and to the fulfillment of the dream of the fathers of America. If there is a strong statement the Lord has for the church in America concerning this, it is what He said to the prophet Jeremiah in Jeremiah 15:19. "If you repent, I will restore you that you may serve me; if you utter worthy, not worthless, words, you will be my spokesman. Let this people turn to you, but you must not turn to them." Compromise with regards to the word of God has supped a lot of strength from the church in America. She has lost the great influence she once enjoyed. But the Lord has not abandoned her. And in every situation where the church finds herself lost in the wilderness the Lord sends her a prophet. To the church such a one is the man or woman with the call to restore her and teach her how to be an answer to a nation's cry for rescue. This is the reason there is need for the church to recognize her prophets. I often look at the prophetic voices God has raised up for the church in America and wonder if Christians in America really know just how blessed they are to have such people. The time to listen to a prophet is not when the evil he or she warned against has overtaken you, but when it is far off. 'A prudent man sees danger and takes refuge, but the simple keep going and suffer for it,' Proverbs 22:3 tells us. Clearly, there is great wisdom in listening to a prophet.
 
       There is a scripture in the prophetic book of Jeremiah which has a very powerful revelation for the nation of America. This scripture is Jeremiah 6:16-19. It reads: 'This is what the Lord says: "Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls. But you said, 'We will not walk in it.' I appointed watchmen over you and said, 'Listen to the sound of the trumpet!' But you said, 'We will not listen.' Therefore hear, O nations; Observe O witnesses, what will happen to them. Hear, O earth: I am bringing disaster on this people, the fruit of their schemes, because they have not listened to my words and have rejected my law."' We see mentioned in this scripture ancient paths and are told that they lead to a place of rest. What are these ancient paths?  They are called biblical principles. When you find them, you have found the direction to a place of protection, peace and joy. And wherever you find protection, peace and joy you find rest. But why are biblical principles called ancient paths? They are called so because God established them in ancient times. They are older than the nation of America. In fact, they are older than the earth itself--for they were written in God's heart before the earth existed. They were the rules of the house that He planned to give to the tenants of the place He was planning to build. And the first principle He gave them is this: The things of God bring life, but the things of the devil bring death. You will not find this statement written in this way in the bible. However, you will find it hidden in the scriptures referring to the tree of knowing good and evil and the tree of life(Genesis 2:16-17; 3:22). From this you can deduce that a biblical principle is the wisdom behind a written statement or story of the bible. Hence, I call those principles which the Lord has taught me personally as Wisdom Nuggets. In this book, unless otherwise indicated, you will find them in italic form. A biblical principle is also the reason behind a command of God. God doesn't give us commands in order to spoil our fun and deprive us of joy, but He does so in order to protect us from falling prey to the schemes of the devil. Only when we are out of the reach of the devil's destructive hand can we really have fun and joy. I mean, how much fun is fun if its end is pain or death? Isn't it rather wonderful to let yourself go when you know that your actions have no sad consequences? If the river you jump in is to be called joy, let it be that it has no rapids or waterfalls in its course. The rapids and waterfalls may be termed as physical harm and judgment for sin. Unpopular as they may be, biblical principles are a shelter from the possibility of experiencing misfortune and shattered dreams and a means by which our hope for a peaceful and joyful life on earth can be fulfilled. As Proverbs 10:28 declares: 'The prospects of the righteous are joy, but the hopes of the wicked come to nothing.' Surely, when the fathers of America spoke of 'the pursuit of happiness' they had this truth in mind. America has reaped the bitter fruit it did not desire, the fruit of broken homes and rebellious children, because she has not followed the biblical principles upon which she was established.
 
       How right one of her founding fathers was about her future. George Washington declared in his farewell speech that you cannot have national morality apart from biblical principles. This statement is itself a biblical principle. Washington was certainly a wise man. In fact, at the time he said it, the wisdom of his statement virtually turned him into a prophet--a trumpet blower, as prophets are symbolically called in the bible. As a trumpet blower in Old Testament times would blow his trumpet to warn the nation of the coming danger, so did Washington warn America in his statement of what would happen to her if she abandoned biblical principles. That her abandonment of biblical principles would result in moral degradation. In many ways, his farewell speech to America was like Moses' farewell speech to the Israelites in Deuteronomy chapter 32. It is a pity that Washington's words were not heeded by later generations. For had they been heeded they would have kept America from moving in the wrong direction that she ended up going and would have spared her the problems that have resulted from that.
 
       When the pilgrims set off for the continent of America from Europe in their search for a place where they could worship in freedom, a place of rest for true Christians, they made clear what their dream was for the nation they had come to establish. They said they had come to establish a nation which would be like a city on a hill, a nation which other nations could look at and say, 'We want to be like them.' sadly, it has become dangerous to be like America. For, unlike the nation living as an example of a nation under God which the pilgrims envisaged America would become, today's America is an example of a nation in rebellion to God, a nation trampling upon the very principles on which it was established. However, America's current situation serves to remind us of an aspect of vision from above which reveals to us whether or not the lives we lead have any meaning or if we are going through an identity crisis. The issue of identity is so important that Jesus made it an issue with His disciples. 'When Jesus came to the region of Caesaria Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?" They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets." "But what about you?" he asked, "Who do you say I am?" Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God." Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it"'(Matthew 16:13-18). We see here how Simon, through the revelation of God the Father, identified who Jesus truly was. And in turn Jesus identified who Simon truly was. It was as if He was telling Peter, "Because you have a revelation of who I am, I will tell you who you are." Herein lies a life changing truth. Unless you come to the knowledge of who God is and of His vision for your life, you can never know who you truly are. The fathers of America gave the nation her true identity because their dream was a revelation from above of the kind of nation God wanted America to become. The dream of the fathers of America defined her identity as 'a light-house of righteousness for other nations'. On the other hand, the dream of latter generations disrobed her of her true identity and made her a stranger to heaven. That is what happens when you allow a person with a fleshly mind-set, that may include some Christians, into your life as a father figure, mentor, role model or marriage partner. Such a person will give you an identity which does not define who God created you to be. From Matthew 16:21-23 we see that when Peter begun to think on the level of the flesh--probably because of pride over the good things Jesus had just said about him, he opened a door into his mind for the devil and begun to oppose God's purpose for Christ. 'Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men"'(verse 23). Thus in the same chapter we find a man who started out so well ending up in the wrong place when he allowed his mind to be influenced by freshly thoughts from outside. Be careful that the same does not happen to you. For, as Proverbs 21:16 tells us, 'A man who strays from the path of understanding comes to rest in the company of the dead.' You need to stand firm like Jesus did when the devil was tempting Him through Peter. A person who appreciates who he is in God and the promises of God upon his life will be careful about who he allows to speak into his life or to share his bed. There are many young men and women out there who were so unmindful of what God had invested in them that they let themselves be led astray from Christianity’s way of life and from God's purposes for their lives by people whose views on life and sexuality corrupts morals and whose sexual conduct leaves too much confusion and pain to be desired by any wise child of God. Likewise, America's beacon was suppose to guide other nations from the deep sea of sin into the safe harbor of righteousness. But because she begun to follow the fleshly dream of latter generations and lost her identity, she is now guiding other nations into ungodly lifestyles through her culture. The same is true for many christians in the church in America today. They have lost their identity because of their quest not to feel out of place in the American society. They want to identify themselves with the fleshly American dream because they think that it makes them more American than christianity does. They forget that it was christianity which created America and not the other way round. So the American dream which identifies itself with christianity is the true American Dream. I have a question for every American christian. Are you an American first and then a Christian second or a Christian before you are an American? Your answer to this question may well determine your destiny. One thing which is clear, though, is what Jesus said in Matthew 10:32-33. "Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven." Another thing which is sure is that if the present generation of Americans does not repent and get back to following godly principles, George Washington will rise with it on the Day of Judgment and condemn it, for it, more than any other before, has the greatest chance of fulfilling the dream of the nation's fathers. And this small man, the author of this book, who is a christian first and a Zambian second, will also stand to testify against it. For I have put down in this book clear guidelines on how it can fulfill the dream of the fathers of the nation. I have, in the words of Habakkuk 2:2-3, written down and made plain on tables the vision of the New Day so that when America reads it she may run with it--that is, pursue its fulfillment--and through it fulfill the dream of her fathers. America may argue that she is still a light to the nations because she exports freedom to other parts of the world. But look at some of what you call freedom. It is defiled in some of its aspects. You allow homosexuality and lesbianism to be practiced in your land and, thus, defile your land. You also stain it with the blood of those infants who have been murdered because you have legalized abortion. You even recognize witchcraft as a religion with rights like any other religion. Yet at the same time you throw prayer out of public schools and institutions. And you do all this in the name of freedom and urge other nations to accept your ways in the name of respect for human rights. Can perversion be a right? You have experienced the harmful effects of evil practices and yet have failed to recognize that freedom without responsibility is harmful. It is time for Christians in America to accept the truth that is so evident when things are looked at from the perspective of scripture, the truth that America is not the conscience of the world. The church is the conscience of the world. Hence, the church, and not any political establishment, needs to take the lead if civilized reasoning is to find a place among humanity. It is time for the present generation of Christians in American to rise up and lead the way for their nation, for it is time for the nation to produce fruit in keeping with repentance.Otherwise when we stand before the great white throne judgment that day a harsh judgment will be pronounced on it.
 
   


 
   
  
 




 
     ACCORDING TO THE POWER IN US
 
    
 
    
 
    In Revelation 3:7-13 the bible reveals that Jesus Christ is coming for a generation we might term the 'David Generation.' The David generation is not some human organization, but a generation of Christians with a David of the bible attitude towards sin, righteousness, God and the devil. These Christians will be made one generation of Christians by the Holy Spirit, who will make them one in spirit and purpose, and not by some ecumenical means. Hence, one's entry into this group of Christians will not be dependent on the age group to which he or she belongs and nor will it be based on denominational lines. It will all depend on the attitude of one's heart towards what the Spirit of God will determine to do in this day. God is looking for people with an attitude like that of David, of whom He testified, "'I have found David son of Jesse a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do'"(Acts 13:22). That means only those who will not be resisting the move of the Holy Spirit will be able to become part of this dynamic generation of Christians. And many, even among the traditional or mainline churches will join in, so that the Lord will get rid of the three main distinctions of traditional, Pentecostal and charismatic and create a new body with a new name--David Generation of Christians.
 
       In revelation 3:7-8 Christ declares to the David generation of Christians, "These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no-one can shut; and what he shuts no-one can open. I know you have little strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name." why does this scripture say the David generation will have little strength? The clue to the answer is found in 2 Timothy 3:1-9 and in other scriptures which refer to the wickedness of the last days. In these last days the level of wickedness will increase to extreme proportions, thus rendering the church without strength. But we see from Christ's words that He has opened a door for the David generation which can never be shut. This door is the door of success in every area of life. That also includes success in one's fight against evil. Zechariah 12:8 tells us that the Lord will strengthen the David generation of Christians by conforming it to the likeness of the Angel of the Lord, a terror to evil. He will do this by shielding it with His anointing and His word. For, as Isaiah 59:19 declares: 'When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him'(KJV). That means when the devil comes in with new ways of doing evil, the Holy Spirit will give new and powerful revelations from the word to counter them. True to the fact, the New Day vision as revealed from the word of God is a standard raised up to meet the challenges thrown up against the church by the enemy in the last days. God, who is never taken by surprise by anything, knew beforehand the challenges that His people were going to face in the last days and prepared in advance in His word the answers that would be needed to counter them. You can rest assured that the word of God is more than adequate to meet the challenges the devil will throw at Christians in these last days. Hence, the greatest tragedy in the last days is to live outside the word of God.
 
    
 
   FAITH IN THE WORD
 
       The word of God is not only a source of protection but also, among other things, one of potency for progression towards success in every good endeavor a Christian embarks on. Long ago, the devil begun to instill into the church a sense of inferiority, where she was made to feel impotent as far as contributing to the welfare of this world was concerned. The problems of the world were presented to the church by the devil as being too intricate or overwhelming for her strength and an attempt was made to convince her into believing that the solutions offered by the world were the only viable answers to the world's ills. Unfortunately, the devil succeeded in some circles of the church. Indeed, some churches have more faith in the world's solutions than in the solutions offered by the word of God. That is what happens when people who claim to belong to the house of God listen to voices of strangers instead of their Father's. When I speak of strange voices, I do not only speak of the voices of the heathen and the devil's agents, but also of pious men and women whose prophetic sight has been dimmed by lack of faith in God's power. When you lack faith in God's power as a preacher, you become the devil's advocate without knowing it. And the sad reality is that the deception of one who belongs to the house is more convincing than that of one who does not belong to it, for one is more inclined to believe a brother than a stranger. Indeed, it is because of such deceitful brothers that many in the church today have lost faith in the way of life as is defined in the bible. They don't believe anymore in the workability of the things they proclaim as biblical and, consequently, never see the promises given in the bible come to pass in their lives. Of such, 2 Kings 19:3 speaks true. In this scripture Hezekiah King of Judah, in his plea to the prophet Isaiah for intercession, declared: "This day is a day of distress and rebuke and disgrace, as when children come to the point of birth and there is no strength to deliver them." In faith is the strength that those who are called by God's name need to deliver the visions they have conceived and by which to induce the word of God to deliver into the physical realm its promises. If the church is to make an impact on this world that can be seen, she should first believe in the workability of the wisdom of the bible. Believing in the workability of the wisdom of the bible is believing in the Christian life as God meant it to be--a miraculous life. And if our lives are to be described as miraculous, they must also be evidenced by our belief in ourselves. We must realize within ourselves that God has put in us something which is powerful enough to change the environment in which we live and our lives as well for the better. And that which we believe in our hearts we should boldly declare to the world. 'It is written: "I believed; therefore I have spoken." With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak'(2 Corinthians 4:13). And God is faithful to reward faith. He will not let our words fall to the ground and cause the faithless to laugh at us. He will fulfil every promise He has made. The world will know that we are not barren when they see the good fruit we bear. 'From the fruit of his lips a man is filled with good things as surely as the work of his hands rewards him,' Proverbs 12:14 tells us. But faith does not only benefit the people who have it. Your faith can benefit other people also. Indeed, the way your life turns out in the end because of your faith will stir up hope for a better life in the hearts of those who, because of the bitter experiences they have gone through, have come to believe that one can never experience good in this life. God meant for life to be enjoyed and not to be endured. Otherwise the bible would not have boldly said that the earth is full of the Lord's goodness. Yes, every Christian has to go through testing, but to every test endured there has to be promotion into a better life.
 
    
 
   THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB
 
       Interestingly, Revelation 12:10 tells us that one of the means by which the David generation will overcome the enemy is by the blood of the lamb. When this scripture talks about the blood of Jesus, it is actually referring to how the authority which Christians have over the devil is directly related to their born-again status. In other words, unless you are a blood washed Christian, you cannot exercise authority over the devil and his demons. Remember the sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest(Acts 19:13-16). How they sought to exercise authority over demons without first becoming born-again. They ended up being beaten up by a demon possessed man from whom they had attempted to drive out a demon. Before being beaten up, the demon had said to them, "Jesus I know and I know about Paul, but who are you?" You cannot exercise the authority of a house you are not a member of. But this in itself should be a great eye opener for Christians. It should make them realize that they have within themselves a power which puts them in a more privileged and advantageous position in comparison to the people in the world. They are like the people of the church of Smyrna, to whom the Lord Jesus said, "I know your afflictions and your poverty--yet you are rich!" (Revelation 2:9). That means the Christians at Smyrna did not know that God had put a power in them which was more than enough to enable them to conquer their external challenges and resurrect their peace and finances. So it is with many Christians today concerning authority. They believe that authority over the devil and his demons is the privilege of those who have been called into the preaching ministry and others believe that they have to earn it somehow. But the simple truth is that one comes to possess that authority the moment he or she becomes a Christian. Authority over the devil and his demons comes by virtue of being a blood washed Christian and not by any effort. Jesus already earned authority for us when He shed His blood on the cross for us. When a preacher instructs you on authority, if he or she is truly a servant of God, he or she should only teach you how to walk in that authority--that is, how to recognize the power within you and use it to your advantage--and not how to earn it. You cannot work for what is freely given or is already yours. If any muscles have to be flexed to take possession of what is free or is already ordained by heaven as yours, it should only be because that thing has been stolen from you by the enemy. And in that situation the muscles that you have to flex are the authority and power of God in you. As Jesus declared in Matthew 11:12, "...from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force"(KJV). This tells me that the devil won't give up anything without a fight and, therefore, you have to use a strong arm against him in order to take from him what belongs to you. But the good news is that we are more than able to wrestle out of his hands what should be ours, including people who should be heaven's property but are imprisoned by the devil in a life of sin by the deceitful sweetness of worldly pleasures. 'For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ' (2 Corinthians 10:3-5). The world glories in its wisdom, traditions, scientific and technological advancements. But such tools are no match for the devil's power. They can do for his victims no more than a spider's web can hold a man. The devil only succumbs to the power of the wisdom and giftings of God. What is the law enforcement badge you show the devil every time you have an encounter with him? Is it one he has no respect for or one he is terrified of? Is it human achievements or what God achieved on the cross through His Son Jesus Christ? The answer may well hold the secret to your present state of affairs. It may also hold the key to your liberation from your dire situation and to a door into a New Day for you, a day of abundant life. You have within you the answer to your problems and the power to change your life for the better. 'Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen(Ephesians 3:20).
 
   


 
   
  
 




 
     THE DAY OF THE LATTER RAIN
 
      (A PARABLE OF ROMANTIC LOVE)
 
    
 
    
 
       Let me now turn to a subject which is the very pillar of this book. If you fail to grasp the message in this chapter, you might as well throw away the book, for the rest of the chapters will be of little use to you.
 
    
 
   A NEW BEGINNING
 
       Many Christians are familiar with the story of David. It is found in the first and second books of Samuel and in the first book of Chronicles. If I was asked to give a very short commently about these books, I would say they are about how God closed the door of kingship on the wicked Saul and opened one for the righteous David. It is interesting, however, to read about how 1 Samuel 16:1-2 describes the end of Saul's reign and the beginning of David's. 'The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you morn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king."' This scripture has a wisdom nugget which has had a great impact on my life from the time the Lord gave it to me. It is one which, hopefully, should have a great impact on your life also. It goes like this: If you don't bury your past, it will bury your future. The Lord made this very point to Joshua, when He said to him, "Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them--to the Israelites. I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses"'(Joshua 1:2-3). Moses was among the last of his generation to die. For this reason, and because he was the leader of his generation, his death marked the end of an era. However, it did not mark the beginning of a new era. The new era was to begin only if Joshua, the leader of the next generation, stopped mourning for the leadership of Moses and took up the challenge to lead himself. Interestingly, the name Jordan means a place of new beginnings. So on the shoulders of Joshua lay the responsibility of filling up the hearts of the new generation with hope for a new beginning and a better future. And the Lord had equipped him with the anointing and wisdom to usher that new generation into its destiny(see Numbers 27:15-23; Deuteronomy 34:5-9). The danger in Joshua failing to provide the needed leadership was that the nation was not going to move forward. The Israelites would have settled in the wilderness and not entered into the Promised Land. Hence, Joshua literally held in his hand the key to the Promised Land and to a new day. But to the key was tied the weight of past failures, disappointments and successes. So he could only use it if he cut the cord which tied him and the nation to the past. Likewise, the Lord was trying to show the prophet Samuel that a new king for Israel would only be revealed if he stopped longing for the old king. When the Lord told him to fill up his horn with anointing oil for a new king, He was, in essence, telling him to fill up his heart with hope for a new king and a new day. This message has many lessons for Christians in this day as well.
 
    
 
   HOPE BEYOND PENTECOST
 
       One such lesson concerns the mighty works of the hand of God. For many decades now, Christians have been talking about an awesome outpouring of the Holy Spirit which will precede the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. This outpouring is referred to as the Latter Rain. Indeed, James 5:7 testifies that Jesus will not come until after this rain has come. But what exactly is this rain? Well, in ancient Israel, there were two kinds of rain that fell. The first rain fell at the time of planting seed and was referred to as the Former rain. The former rain served to prepare the ground for planting and fell in autumn. A few months later, in spring, another rain would fall. This is the rain which was referred to as the latter rain, and it served to ripen the corn for harvest. The bible uses these two rains to symbolize the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. It compares the former rain to the first outpouring of the Holy Spirit, which begun at Pentecost(see Acts chapter 2). The Pentecost outpouring served to plant the church on earth. However, in Zechariah 10:1 the Lord told His people to ask Him for the latter rain as well, so that He could usher in on earth a new dispensation of great harvests of souls by the church. The prophet Joel prophesied that the Lord would answer the prayers of His people and the latter rain outpouring of the Holy Spirit would eventually fall. Joel 2:23 tells us: 'Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month'(KJV).
 
       This prophecy is pregnant with revelation. Firstly, notice that the former rain and the latter rain come together in the first month. What is the significance of this? Well, the first month happens to be the time when the Israelites would be in most need of food, having seen their last harvest some four months earlier. So, in accordance with this prophecy, the latter rain outpouring will happen when it is most needed(see chapter five). Secondly, by the former and latter rains coming together in the first month, it means seed time and harvest time happen at the same time. This agrees with what Amos prophesied. He said: "The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when the reaper shall be overtaken by the ploughman and the planter by one trading grapes"(Amos 9:13). What all this means is that the time of the latter rain will not only be a time of great harvests of souls, but also of a tremendous planting of new churches. The church will grow even as the harvest grows, establishing herself in places where she has not had any significant presence. Joel 2:23 also tells us that the Lord has given the church(here symbolized as Zion) the former rain in moderation. That means the first outpouring of the Holy Spirit was not the greatest. This was because it was cut short by sin and unbelief, which begun to creep into the church after her first century. Sin and unbelief prevented God from pouring out His Spirit in much greater measure. Another hindrance to the Holy Spirit outpouring was the church's shift from dependence on the Holy Spirit to dependence on organizational structures. The bishop's word became more important than the word of God and the voice of the Holy Spirit. Without a doubt, this was as a result of people who were not really called by God taking up leadership positions in the church. Since they lacked the influence bestowed by the Holy Spirit on those whom the Lord calls, they resorted to using their positions in the church as a weapon of intimidation to assert their authority. When the flesh takes over, the Spirit of God departs. And so it was that the first Pentecostal revival fizzled out and with it the fruitfulness of the church. The centuries that followed only saw glimmers of the luster of the church, with revivals popping up in some places and disappearing with the death of their pioneers--just as the early church revival had receded with the death of the apostles. The church, sadly, had become the shell of her former glory. However, at the end of the nineteenth century many Christians begun to realize the impact that sin and unbelief had had on the church over the centuries. To this end, they began to strive for holiness and to seek after God's face. The result was the birth of the Pentecostal Movement and God's pouring of the Holy Spirit at the beginning of the twentieth century. This outpouring then provoked and extended itself into the Charismatic movement and outpouring among the evangelical churches in the 1950s and 60s. At around the 1980s, there begun another outpouring, called the Third Wave, which culminated into the birth of a breed of churches which, though Pentecostal and charismatic in their form of worship, were a product of a new generation of Christians. These three outpourings, and others such as the Toronto revival, are what Hosea 6:3 refers to as winter rains, for there are revivals which brought spiritual warmth to the heart of the body of Christ after being cold for centuries. Their effect on the church was like that on a heart which is awakened and stirred up by another into flames of romantic love after many years of slumbering in loneliness with a 'what can love do for me' attitude, so that it is compelled by the love it begins to experience to acknowledge the many sweet joys it had been missing out on. However, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the twentieth century was not as great as that of the early church. For, unlike in the early church, revival occurred in isolated places. Not every ground got wet, so to say. Some areas and churches experienced outpourings while others did not. As a result, many people were seen moving from church to church and area to area seeking the touch of God. Indeed, it is still the case even today at the beginning of the twenty-first century. But the cry of many over the years has been that God would do it in their area and church as well. Through prayer and fasting they have sought the face of the Lord concerning this. I have good news from the Lord for such people. Listen to His word: "The poor and needy search for water, but there is none; their tongues are patched with thirst. But I the LORD will answer them; I, the God of Israel, will not forsake them. I will make rivers flow in barren heights, and springs within the valleys. I will turn the desert into pools of water, and the patched ground into springs"(Isaiah 41:17-18). God has an appointment with you at your house. He has not forgotten you. He loves you too much to forget you. He was only waiting for the day He had promised to pour out the latter rain before He could visit you, for He wanted it to be a memorable visit--like the first meeting between people who are destined to marry each other. 'This is the day. What? Yes, even now'(1 Kings 14:14). This is the day when the latter rain soaks every ground, so that there won't be any dry patch. The beauty of the latter rain is that it will reach all who dare to ask for it, so that the promise that the Lord made in Joel 2:28-29, about Him pouring out His Spirit on all flesh, will see its full fulfillment.
 
       Christians must now expect the impossible to happen. In this day nothing shall be impossible for those who believe. For many decades now, Christians have tended to hold a 'leftovers' mentality when it comes to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and of His miracles. In other words, they would like to relive the days of the early church.  In fact, the Pentecostal movement at the beginning of the nineteenth century was mainly birthed out of a desire to relive the days of the early church--hence the name of the movement. The reason is that when people saw from the scriptures the works of the early church, they desired to see those works happen even in their day. Unfortunately, by doing so, they limited the magnitude of the outpouring they received, because they could not grasp the greater magnitude of the latter rain outpouring which the Lord desired them to have. That is the reason we have heard men of God who have been in ministry for decades speak of occasional and seemingly unusually powerful miracles, miracles among miracles, which occurred in earlier days of their ministries. Such miracles were a sign, a tugging on one's garment of expectancy, of the greater miracles of the latter rain which the Lord desired them to have. The Lord was saying to the church through those unusually powerful miracles that He had something greater beyond what she had seen and more to give her than she had received. This is the day the church should take notice of the Lord's tugging. Let us not, like a young man who fails to notice the hints that a young woman who has fallen for him is throwing at him,  frustrate the desire of the Lord to give us greater works. Christians today need not crave for the works of the early church, in as significant as they were in the planting of the church on earth. For Jesus is saying to them that they shall see him do greater works for them than those. Listen to the voice of the Lord. "Forget the former things; do not dwell in the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it"(Isaiah 43:18-19). This is a New Day for God's miracles. Now is not the time to be like a person who is so discouraged by his or her past love disappointment that he or she fails to see the better person God wants him or her to have even as that person stands before him or her. Do not let your past blind you to your future. Some blessings can only be seen by eyes of expectancy.
 
    
 
   ENTERING THE PROMISE
 
       However, eyes of expectancy are a product of faith. Take a look at the words in Zechariah 10:1. We read: 'Ask the LORD for rain in the time of the latter rain. The LORD will make flushing clouds; He will give you showers of rain, Grass in the field for everyone'(NKJV). Notice how this scripture makes a distinction between asking for rain and the time of the latter rain. One would have thought that when the season of rain comes, it is inevitable for the rains to fall. So why ask for what you know will come or be given to you in the end anyway? The clue to the answer is found in Matthew 21:22. Here Jesus declares, "If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer." This is the answer: You can only be given or receive what you have faith for.
 
       The story of the journey of the Israelites from Egypt to the Promised Land has many lessons for us. However, the greatest of them is that it takes faith to enter the promises of God. The generation which Moses led never tasted the good things of the Promised Land but perished in the wilderness because they lacked faith to enter the land(Numbers 14:1-3, 26-30). It is interesting to note from Deuteronomy chapter 8 that the Lord had actually revealed to them the goodness of the land of promise. But even with that revelation they still had no faith to enter the land. They were like a young man who is reluctant to enter into a love relationship with a good-hearted young woman the Lord is showing him because she happens to be more educated than him. Perhaps she could be a person whose beauty catches everybody's eye and the young man could be thinking she is too beautiful to be interested in him. It may not have crossed his mind that the woman may be tired of men who only want her for her beauty or money and, hence, sees him as the only hope she has at experiencing true love and lasting joy. Do not kill the hope of a person who considers being part of your life or future a blessing and a joy. Do not quench the flames of true love. Take a step of faith and allow God to lead you into joy. Whether in matters of romantic love or in spiritual matters, do not be like the people Moses led. For in the same way the Lord is revealing to you the goodness of this new day called the day of the latter rain. Will you not believe that it is here? 'This is the day! What? Yes, even now'(1 Kings 14:14). The problem with the people whom Moses led was that they dreamed of the onions and cucumbers of the land of Egypt instead of the milk and honey of the Promised Land. In other words, they longed for the glory of the past instead of that which the future offered them. Indeed, some of them even resolved to go back to Egypt and encouraged others to do the same(Numbers 14:14). They are many people like that in the church today. Their fire has been quenched and in return they try to quench that of others. They bask in the spiritual achievements of their past and try to discourage those who believe the future holds something greater. They are like a woman with a failed or thorny marriage that is not happy with a young woman's marriage plans because the person she wants to get married to has all the good qualities she would have wanted herself in the man she got married to. In her jealousy, such a woman tries to discourage the young woman by slandering the good young man, so that the young woman may not go through with her marriage plans. In the same way, the people in Moses' generation who lacked faith slandered the good Promised Land. Numbers 13:32 tells us: 'They spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they explored. They said, "The land we explored devours those living in it."' What these people who were deceived by the faithless spies should have remembered before succumbing to their deception was that the Lord is a good God and, hence, cannot join a person to anything or anyone with the potential to devour his or his life(see Matthew 7:9-11). It is an awful tragedy to be led into believing that the gifts of the Lord devour those who take possession of them. Be careful whose report you believe. Don't listen to the reports of those who rob others of the good future God has for them. Their reports will steal your faith for a New Day and you will not be able to enter it. Don't allow even your past mistakes to discourage you from entering it. Every one of us has made a big mistake in his or her life at one time or another. But the danger is not always in the fact that we make them or in their magnitude, but in allowing them to negatively shape our modes of perception. By learning from our mistakes, we can turn them into stepping stones, but by allowing them to create fear and insecurity in us, we allow them to rob us of our faith and, consequently, our future. That is why you should not listen to people who, having known you in the past, have written you off. But just as it is important for us not to listen to people who try to relegate us to the failures of our past, we should also avoid holding fast to people who are reluctant to cut themselves loose from their past. Love people, we must, but if love is grasped by arms which prevent it from moving forward, it has no choice but to cut itself loose or it will itself have its future cut off. For the load it has tied itself to is a burden that keeps it glued to the past and not the blessing that propels it towards a good future. If your girlfriend or boyfriend is too involved in an affair with her or his past to believe in the future you are offering her or him, you may not have a choice but to cut her or him off from your love life. A relationship in which the two parties are always pulling each other in opposite directions, one backwards and the other forwards, cannot succeed. Two cannot walk together unless they agree(see Amos 3:3). The one who is always looking backwards will always hinder the progress of the one who wants to go forward. That is why the Lord separated Moses' generation from Joshua's before allowing Israel to enter the Promised Land. So, take on a spirit of faith for a good future or risk separation by God's hand. Join yourself to people who have their eyes set on the future. Be like Caleb who, because he was one in faith with Joshua, was among those who were led by Joshua into the Promised Land, despite being from Moses' generation. And the good news is that the David generation is also a Joshua generation.
 
       It is to Joshua that the Lord, having seen his faith, promised to give every land on which he had set his foot. However, this was more than a promise. It was God committing Himself to help Joshua take possession of his potion. The promise was actually not a, "I will give you..," proposition, but a, "I give you..," proposition-- present tense, not future--thereby turning sitting landlords into tenants and temporal residents. Why do I say so? Well, it is because about half a millennia earlier God had given the land of Canaan to the Israelites in a covenant with their forefather Abraham. Genesis 15:18 tells us: 'In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates'(KJV). Forty years earlier, Joshua had surveyed the land which was later to belong to Israel. Through your spiritual eyes the Lord can cause you to survey the things which you will accomplish personally in this New Day. Faith makes you walk in places you have yet to go physically. However, taking a walk in the Spirit is not good enough. You have to physically walk the path which you walked in the Spirit. In other words, whatever the Lord tells you to do, go ahead and do it. Don't make the mistake that others have made in the past. There are many people who saw in the Spirit the things which God wanted them to accomplish but would not do them for some reason--usually the enticement of worldly pleasures or the fear of failure or of what others might say. As a result, they missed their opportunity to do something great for God.
 
    
 
   THE JOY OF THE REAPER
 
       Whatever the circumstances around you, you should always remember that you can never do anything great for God if you don't make any sacrifices for Him. You have to give up anything which has the potential to hinder you from accomplishing the purposes of God for your life, no matter how much you love that thing or how much giving it up hurts. Sacrifices are the womb of great things of God. If you pay the price, you will never need to labor or struggle to do great things of God when the time to do them comes. Hence, because of the sacrifices which would be made by some last day Christians, Isaiah 66:7-8 could say of the church in the latter rain period: "Before she goes into labour, she gives birth; before the pains are upon her, she delivers a son. Who has ever heard of such a thing? Who has ever seen such things? Can a country be born in a day or a nation be brought forth in a moment? Yet no sooner is Zion in labor than she gives birth to her children." Truly, this is a New Day for evangelism and a greatly blessed moment for the church, a day when she bears the fruit of joy from the pain of her sacrifices. Clearly, the Lord knows how to milk joy out of pain. If you hold on to Him, yours can be the joyful times of a man who staked all his hopes for the future on a promise from above, and who previously had been surrounded by unbelieving hearts with razor sharp tongues waiting to rush out piercing words at him in the event of failure--like vultures waiting for an animal to die so that they can devour it--but only to see the Lord deliver him by fulfilling His promise. As Isaiah 66:5 declares: 'Hear the word of the LORD, you who tremble at his word, "Your brothers who hate you, and exclude you because of my name, have said, 'Let the LORD be glorified, that we may see your joy!' Yet they will be put to shame."'  The Lord's faithfulness to His promises will be a shield against the plans of human vultures. When the Lord speaks about the woman not experiencing the pain of labor in Isaiah 66:7-8, He is mindful of the fact that she has already experienced it during the gestation period. Indeed, it is in this period when the devil tries his best to cause one to miscarry the vision. He tries to do this through skeptic people, who perform acts or speak words which are meant to discourage him or her so that he or she may quit on the vision. But there is a wonderful promise from the Lord for those who hold on to their vision. "Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy. He who goes out weeping, carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with him,' Psalm 126:5-6 tells us. The hour when God shall be glorified in your life is coming.
 
       Isaiah 66:15 uses a very interesting term when referring to the skeptics. It calls them brothers. That means it is not speaking about people who are strangers to you but those you know as brothers in Christ. Who are these hostile brothers in Christ? We find their identity in Isaiah 42:18-20. In this scripture the Lord speaks of one who is committed to Him and yet so blind and deaf to the purposes of God that he finds himself a prisoner of the devil. This is because, due to lack of faith on his part, he ends up fighting against the purposes of the very God he claims to love. It is the story of the Pharisees and teachers of the law. They were so zealous for the law and yet so void of faith that they begun to fight against the very hope for which they found glory in studying the law--Jesus Christ. Such kind of blindness is dangerous. It cost many Pharisees and teachers of the law eternal life. They found themselves prisoners of hell. Likewise, such lack of faith can cost a Christian the opportunity to experience the good things of the promised New Day and imprison him in a life of limitations, one in which hope for success eludes him no matter what he does. Remember this always:  Faith for a day of greater things in God is the power that enables a person to break through limitations and which equips him or her with the anointing to usher other people into their God-ordained destinies. This was certainly true of Joshua. May it be true of you also. May you have the kind of faith which causes you to overcome great limitations and become a vessel which God can use to comfort, encourage and strengthen others, so that they may fulfill God's purpose and will for their lives. As the apostle Paul declares in 2 Corinthians 1:3-4: 'Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.'
 
    
 
   ISRAEL'S OWN SPRING
 
       Interestingly, there is a cry going out today for the comforting of the land of Israel. A whisper is being blown across the nations by the winds of the Holy Spirit to every ear that will harken to the call.  A gentle voice is declaring among the nations: 'Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has received from the LORD's hand double for her sins'(Isaiah 40:1-2). Two thousand years ago the Jews rejected Jesus as their Messiah. And in the centuries that followed they paid for that mistake, even as the Messiah Himself had said they would. 'As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, "If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace--but now it is hidden from your eyes. The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. They will dash you to the ground, you and your children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you"'(Luke 19:41-44). Exile for centuries was the price Israel paid for rejecting her Messiah. And in the lands that she found herself she was often not a welcomed neighbor. And it all came to a head with the rise of Hitler. In his hatred for the Jews, he built concentration camps for them and killed six million of them. By the end of the Second World War God had had enough. He could bear their misery no longer. He begun to smile on them, so that in 1948 Israel was reborn as a nation. Unfortunately, their rebellion had created something which was to prove to be the most challenging thing to face modern Israel, the presence of Arabs in the land. It is true that the land of Israel was given to Jacob's descendants as an everlasting inheritance. But to ignore the legitimacy of the presence of Palestinians in the holy land would be to ignore reality. For one thing, the Torah(Old Testament) tells us that children shall not be punished for the sins of their fathers. In this case, that means the present day Palestinian population cannot be held accountable for the invasion of the Promised Land by their forefathers. Since they were born there they, like the Jews, have the right to call the land their home. But this is in as far as they themselves recognize that the Jew also as the right to call the land his home.  When people have no choice but to live in the same house, they have no choice but to live together in harmony. But politics will not bring that harmony to the holy land. Only the gospel of Jesus will. The good news is that God foresaw the presence of Palestinians in the holy land and made provision for them in His will for Israel. Hence He declares in Zechariah 9:7, "I will take the blood from their mouths, the forbidden food from between their teeth. Those who are left will belong to our God and become leaders in Judah, and Ekron will be like the Jebusites." What does this all mean? Just this; that there is coming a revival in the land of Israel which will do what politicians have striven and failed to over many decades--bring harmony between Jews and Palestinians.
 
    
 
       Hosea 6:1-3 identifies that revival as the latter rain outpouring.  It declares: "Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for He hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up. After two days he will revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter rain and former rain unto the earth"(KJV). This is a New Day for the land of Israel. However, it is a new day only for those who will throw off their prejudices against the Arabs and the Jews. So now is not the time for preachers to get entangled in the politics of the Middle East conflict. God is looking for people who recognize that the Arabs need Jesus as much as the Jews do to lead the revival in that beautiful land. Remember the mistakes of the Pentecostal movement at the beginning of the twentieth century and learn from them. Church history tells us that Charles Parham, a white preacher, was the first man to go after Pentecostal revivalism with passion and his student, Agnes Ozman, the first person to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit with evidence of speaking in tongues. But for all his passion, Parham had one weakness, prejudice. Hence, in the end it was not him who became the central figure in the Pentecostal movement. That honor went to one of his students, the black American preacher William Joseph Seymour. It was through Seymour's Azusa street interracial and inter-gender revival meetings that the Pentecostal revival was to spread throughout the world. Today many people see him as the father of the Pentecostal movement. Parham read the bible and saw the verses referring to the baptism of the Holy Spirit, but he could not see one verse, Galatians 3:28, which tells us: 'There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.' Be warned! Prejudice is among the devil's favorite spiritual blindfolds. It is good to have good natural sight, but even better to have spiritual sight. Ironically, history tells us that Seymour was blind in one eye. Yet he had more spiritual sight than Parham, who had both eyes. Did not Jesus say in John 9:39: "For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind." Tell me, do you see revival only among your own kind or do you see it encompassing even people who are not your own kind, even your enemies or people you don't like. Your relevance to the latter rain revival may well depend on your attitude towards people who are not share your background.
 
       On a lighter moment, reading through the life history of William J. Seymour I found some very amusing facts. One of them is that I was born the same year he was born a hundred years ago. He was born in 1870 while I was born in 1970. Wait, it gets more interesting. Seymour is said to have died on 28th September while I was born on that very date. Interesting coincidences. Could there be some signs in them?
 
    
 
   SIGNS OF THE HARVEST
 
       Anyway, on a serious note, and having opened up your mind in regard to the latter rain, I would like to explain the vision which in my introduction I said I had in the early years of my Christian walk, the vision of the Ox, rose and corn.
 
       One way I can begin to help you understand this vision is by taking you to Psalm 92:10. In this scripture the psalmist says to the Lord: 'You have exalted my horn like that of a wild Ox; fine oils have been poured upon me.' In Old Testament times, horns were used as containers for the oil which was used to anoint those whom God(or people) had chosen as king, prophet or priest. So the Ox in this scripture represents the strength that comes through the anointing. Therefore, the Ox which I saw in my vision represented the anointing. However, this was a unique anointing. For it was the very anointing of Christ. The slab of concrete on which the Ox stood explains this. That slab represents Christ as the rock on which the foundation of the New Day has been established. In other words, on His anointing as the Lord of the harvest will Christ build a church in the last days whose attacks the devil's kingdom will not be able to withstand. What then is my role in it? Just this: That the Lord used my faith as a medium to reveal his plan for the last day church. I am here as a prophet of the Lord with a mandate and anointing to announce the start of the time of the latter rain revival and of great harvests of souls. 'This is the day! What? Yes, even now'(1 Kings 14:14). I have seen in the Spirit the Lord of the harvest moving across the globe with the anointing of innumerable combine harvesters harvesting multitudes of souls in this day. Indeed, the other two images in the vision I had and the color in which the whole vision appeared confirm this. The second image, the rose, represents spring time--which, as we saw earlier, is the time of the latter rain. Remember that spring is the season when most flowers bloom. The third image, the cereal, represents souls that are ready to be harvested. And the truth to attest to the fact that the time of the latter rain has come is reinforced by the fact the vision appeared in white. Remember what Jesus said to his disciples in John 4:35. "Do you not say, 'There are still four months and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest"(NKJV--emphasis mine).
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       In Matthew 28:18-19 Jesus made a statement to the effect that all authority in heaven and on earth had been given to Him and urged His followers to go and take spiritual possession of the nations of the earth on the basis of this authority. However, when we look at the church today, we don't see her moving with the authority which Jesus has in the heavens and on earth. Instead we see a church that seems to be bowing to the things she is suppose to be master over. Why is this the case and how can the church reposition herself so as to exercise her authority? That is the question I will endeavor to answer in part two of this book.
 
    
 
   RETRIVING STOLEN PROPERTY
 
       Before we proceed, we need to answer a very important question. The question is: If God is the one who created the earth, why was it necessary for His Son to come and obtain authority over it? Well, the answer is that the devil stole the earth. In the beginning God created the earth for man(see chapter six). That means man was the one who had authority over it and not the devil. Unfortunately, man sinned in the Garden of Eden and, as a result, lost the authority he had over the earth to the devil, by whose hand he had fallen. That is why Satan, as he was tempting Jesus, could boast concerning the earth, "I will give you all the authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to." However, though that was the case, it must be understood that the devil could exercise his authority over the earth only to the degree to which God allowed. Indeed, the devil lied when he said he could give the earth to anyone he wanted to. The truth is that he could give the authority and splendor of the earth only to people whom God allowed possession. Secondly, God set the time when a person was to exercise that authority(see Daniel 5:25-28). Hence Daniel 2:21 could say of God: "He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes them." But even as the devil was boasting before Jesus, he could not realize that his days as the landlord of the earth were drawing to a close. The very person to whom he was boasting was about to strip him of the authority he was boasting about. Indeed, three years later, Jesus would go to the cross and strip the devil of his authority on earth. Colossians 2:15 tells us: '...having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.' The beauty of all this is that Christ came as a man. So the one who stripped the devil of his authority was a man. To that end, through Jesus, man has regained or retrieved what was stolen from him. It is in this sense that Ephesians 1:3 speaks, when it says: 'Praise be to God and Father of our Lord Jesus, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.' In other words, the power that we need to repossess material and spiritual things on earth from the devil is now ours through the authority which we possess as Christ’s followers in the heavenly realms.
 
       Let me clarify what is meant by that. The heaven which Jesus talked about in Matthew 28:18-20 is more than the beautiful place which God calls His home. He referred to every place which is heavenly in nature. Besides heaven itself, there exist other places of heavenly nature. The bible speaks of 'heavenly realms'. Some versions of the bible render the term as 'high places' and others simply as 'heavens'. However, with regards to those that render it as heavens, you have to be careful to make a distinction between the term referring to the above subject matter and that referring to the sky. Heavens is also an old English word for the sky. Now, in the heavenly realms time is none existent. However, God uses time on earth to determine when He should do whatever He desires to do in the heavenly realms. Interestingly, Psalm 135:6 tells us: 'The LORD does whatever pleases him in the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and all the depths.' Though the heavens as quoted in this scripture refer to the sky, this is also symbolic of the heavenly realms. You will find some verses of scripture where words such as universe and heavens are symbolic of heavenly realms. But what exactly are heavenly realms or high places?  Ephesians 6:10-12 reveals to us what they are. From this scripture we see that they are invisible spiritual avenues or highways of power. And through the study of the various books of the bible, you also discover that heavenly realms consist of three levels, and the higher the level one occupies, the more power he welds. These highways of power are where spiritual war is fought and the outcome of spiritual battles there determine the outcome of the spiritual battles between good and evil here on earth. Thus, when God's angels defeat those of the devil(that is, demons) in the heavenly realms, it is followed on earth by a revival or miracles that bring salvation, deliverance, healing and restoration to people and to their land. That means God orchestrates things on earth in such a way as to align the outcome of the activities of those whose success had been dependent on the defeated demons to the outcome of the battles in the heavenly realms, thereby putting such people at the kind of disadvantage which makes room for the success of those on the side of the victorious angels. Hence, the victory of the angels of God over those of the devil in the heavenly realms results in divine judgment on the wicked on earth and breakthrough for the righteous. This is the reason the Lord declares in Isaiah 34:5,8: "My sword has drunk its fill in the heavens; see, it descends on Edom, the people I have totally destroyed. For the LORD has a day of vengeance, a year of retribution, to uphold Zion's cause." I would like to emphasize here that the judgment talked about in this scripture refers to a curse which God puts on the activities of the wicked, the activities which are responsible for hindering the progress of the righteous.
 
      Now, heavenly realms are made in such a way that for every area of land on earth, there is a corresponding area of the heavenly realms. Consequently, over every nation is a principality--that is, a chief angel(referred to as an authority in the NIV)--with angels of lesser rank under him holding sway over the land. The good news version of the bible certainly hits the bull's eye when it says in Deuteronomy 32:8: 'The Most High assigned nations their lands; he determined where they should live. He assigned to each nation a heavenly being.' over a Christian nation you will find God's angels and over a pagan nation you will find the devil's angels. However, there are situations where, even though a nation's chief angel is God's, some parts of it are controlled by the devil's angels. This is usually as a result of not dealing with evil covenants made in the past between demonic powers and people who sought to control the people and wealth of those areas. So don't presume that when you have won the most important position of the heavenly realms over your nation you have also won every other seat in its territory. It does not work that way. You as Christians need to purge every area of your nation of all demonic rulership and not allow enemy forces to set up camps in your land. They will use those camps as bases from which they can rob you of the blessings which God pours out on a land belonging to His own or stop those blessings from being poured down altogether. In Daniel 11:12-14, the bible tells us of how an answer which God sent in response to Daniel's prayer could not reach him immediately because its messenger, a godly angelic prince, was hindered from coming to Daniel for twenty-one days in the heavenly realms by the demonic prince of Persia, in whose land Daniel was a resident. One sign which reveals that one is being hindered in the heavenly realms is an inexplicable susceptibility to failure in everything he or she does or plans. Of course, some plans fail because, having not originated from above and being evil in their intent, they do not attract God's support. Bad or inadequate planning can also result in failure. But when well thought through plans keep failing though they have good motives behind them and are of godly origin, one needs to consider the possibility of resistance from the heavenly realms. That resistance may even be expressed through human beings, who constantly oppose every thing you seek to do or achieve and succeed in stopping it each time. Proverbs 21:22 has a piece of wisdom which can help you overcome your obstacles. It tells us: ‘A wise man attacks the city of the mighty and pulls down the stronghold in which they trusted.' That means if you will hunt down the demons that are resisting you in the heavens, you will strip your human opposers of their strength. When you have defeated those demons, you will discover that where it was hard to pass through it will become easy and where there was a 'No' will come a 'Yes'. However, all this can only happen where there is spiritual sight. When demons set up camps in your land, there needs to be in that land prophets with sharp spiritual sight.  Those Christians will need to be able to see the presence of the enemy in the land and rally the rest of the Christians in that area in prayer against that enemy. They will need to have the kind of spiritual eyes which the prophet Elisha had. 2 Kings 6:8-10 tells us that he would know in the Spirit where the enemy was camped and would warn the king of Israel of it. We read further that this enraged the leader of the enemy forces, the king of Aram, so that he sent his forces to go and capture Elisha. But God, the bible tells us, responded by sending powerful heavenly forces who out-numbered the enemy's(2 Kings 6:11-18). The good news is that when Christians rally together against the enemy, God gladly sends legions of His angels to fight against the enemy's forces and drive them out of the land. When you defeat the enemy you gain control of the wealth he has entrusted to his followers. As Jesus said in Luke 11:21-22, "When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are safe. But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in which the strong man trusted and divides up the spoils." In other words, when a demonic principality holds sway over an area, it freely does what it desires, so much so that it sends evil spirits under it to block and frustrate the prosperity plans of the righteous and other people in the area whom it hates. It only allows those it loves, usually evildoers, stingy people and money wasters, to prosper. But when a man of God rallies the church against it and overpowers it, he changes the rules, with authority from heaven blessing those whom God wants to see prospering, those who are generous and compassionate, and cursing the work of those God wishes to punish for their evil deeds. So defeating a demon of poverty is rendering it powerless to block God's blessings for you as a righteous person and stripping the wicked of the power they trusted in for their success or activities. In this New Day Christians will become a blessing to so many ministries and needy people because the devil's kingdom's ability to block God's blessings in the heavenly realms will be completely destroyed by their prayers. "This is what the LORD Almighty says: 'In a little while I will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land. I will shake all nations and the desired of all nations will come, and I will fill this house with glory,' says the LORD Almighty. 'The silver is mine and the gold is mine,' declares the LORD Almighty"(Haggai 2:6-8). Indeed, through the power of the anointing of the latter rain, the Lord will shake the heavenly realms and the earth in this New Day, so that the church will be overwhelmed by the prosperity that will flow to her--just as it was in the case of the tabernacle of Israel in the desert(Exodus 36:2-5). 'For this is what the LORD says: "I will extend peace to her like a river, and the wealth of the nations like a flooding stream. You will feed on the wealth of the nations, and in their riches you will boast"'(Isaiah 66:12; 61:6). This wealth will not only come through the work of their hands, but also through those wealthy none believers who will come to accept Jesus Christ as their savior. These wealthy new converts will give to ministries vehicles, buildings, etc. Their night clubs shall become church buildings. In the very places where people got drunk on alcohol, shall be found people drunk on the Spirit, where different wines and spirits filled tables shall be found a table of the good things of the word of God. As Isaiah 5:17 declares: '...sheep will graze as in their own pasture; lambs will feed among the ruins of the rich.'
 
       When the devil has been deprived of his ability to block God's blessings for Christians, he will resort to stealing. However, God has an answer for that also. In speaking of this day, Micah 7:4b declares: 'The day of your watchmen has come, the day God visits you. Now is the time of their confusion.' The watchmen here refer to the angels of God, who watch over the believers and their blessings. An example and picture of this can be seen in Judges 5:19-20. In reference to the defeat of Sisera, the commander of the army of Jabin king of a Canaanite kingdom, who made war on Israel, this scripture declares: "Kings came, they fought; the kings of Canaan fought at Taanach by the waters of Megiddo, but they carried off no silver, no plunder. From the heavens the stars fought, from their courses they fought against Sisera.'(emphasis mine). The kings of Canaan in this scripture are symbolic of chief demons and the stars in the heavens as talked about here are symbolic of the angels of God who ride the heavenly realms to fight for and protect the blessings of God's children. Micah 7:4b shows us that this is a New Day for the ministry of the angels of God. This is the day Michael rises to defend the people of God(Daniel 12:1). We shall talk about his role in the wars of the heavenly realms in this day in the next chapter.
 
       However, you should keep in mind that Michael is not the commander of the Lord's army, but more like the chief of staff. The commander(or commander in chief) of the Lord's army is also the commander and Head of the church--Jesus Christ, who appears as the angel of the Lord during warfare. Michael and the rest of God's angels only carry out His orders. Christ is the one the Lord sent ahead of the Israelites to bring them in to possess the land of promise. He is also the one the Lord has sent to bring you and me into our blessings in this New Day. Hence, the Lord's word to the Israelites in Exodus 23:20-22,27 is as fresh to us as it was to them the day He gave it to them, with the exception that their enemies were wicked people in the land of Canaan and ours are demonic forces in high places. He declares in this scripture, "See, I am sending an angel ahead of you to guard you along the way and to bring you to the place I have prepared. Pay attention to him and listen to what he says. Do not rebel against him; he will not forgive your rebellion, since my Name is in him. If you listen carefully to what he says and do all that I say, I will be an enemy to your enemies and oppose those who oppose you. "I will send my terror ahead of you and throw into confusion every nation you encounter. I will make all your enemies turn their backs and run." when the commander of the Lord's army attacks demonic forces, there is confusion in their camp, as they scamper in all directions in fear of Him. Psalm 68:11-14 tells us that when you rally the church against evil forces in the heavenly realms, He appears as a dove sheathed with the anointing of wealth for those who are on His side, so that after demons have fled in haste at His terror, Christians will be left to divide the spoils among themselves. Indeed, such will be the case for the people of God when Christ defeats the antichrist at the end of this age. The bible tells us that the wealth and power of the nations of the world will be handed over to them by Jesus Christ as spoils(see Daniel 7:11-14, 26-27; Revelation 11:15-19). It will be a time when the vast wealth of the nations will be devoted to the Lord. As Micah 4:13 tells us: 'You will devote their ill-gotten gains to the LORD, their wealth to the Lord of all the earth.'
 
    
 
   THE ROOTS OF POVERTY
 
       Zechariah 14:21 also tells us that there will no longer be any Canaanite in God's house in that day. In other words, there will no longer be any person with the mentality of a thieving demon in the church. There are many people like that in the church today. Among them are those who share in the blessing of wealth that comes through the victory of the angels of God in the heavenly realms and yet rob God of His tithe. They move in the spirit of Achar, who brought trouble on Israel by taking what was devoted to the Lord, even as some pastors(clergy Canaanites) steal money from the church. When Joshua rallied the assembly of Israel against Jericho in the land of Canaan, the commander of the Lord's army appeared so as to fight for him(Joshua 5:13-15). And He commanded him to tell the Israelites not to take anything from the plunder of Jericho but to devote everything to Him. After defeating Jericho, Joshua and the Israelites expected to have it easy over the next city Ai. However, to their shock, they were defeated by the people of this small city(Joshua chapter 7). The Lord revealed to Joshua that the reason they had been defeated was because they had touched the devoted things. In other words, when they touched the devoted things, they automatically forfeited the protection and help of the angel of the Lord. After casting lots, Achar was taken and confessed to the theft. Then the whole assembly stoned him and his family to death. Thus, by his greedy act, Achar brought trouble not only on himself but also on his family. In the same way, those who rob God of his tithe and those who steal from the church bring trouble on themselves and on their families. For in such cases the Lord withdraws His guardian angels, thereby leaving them at the mercy of ravaging and impoverishing demons. Achar took what was devoted to the Lord and the Lord devoted him to destruction along with his family. Is your life being threatened by destruction? Are you sinking in debt deeper and deeper and threatening to drug your family into poverty? Could the reason be that you have been robbing God of His tithe and denying the poor and needy the help they need? Listen to the voice of the angel of the Lord as he speaks through this servant of God. Don't be greedy, hard-hearted or hard-fisted. Pay your tithe and help the poor and needy. It is not wise for you to bring trouble on yourself and on your family for a mere ten percent of your income. Greed is a trap. As Proverbs 28:22 declares: 'A stingy man is eager to get rich but is unaware that poverty awaits him.' If you are a thieving pastor, stop stealing money or any other property from the church. From all this, we can see that greed works to the disadvantage of a Christian in the heavenly realms. It strips him or her of the authority and power he or she has there, so that demons are able to defeat him or her at will. For where there is greed, there is no compassion or obedience and, consequently, no support from God. As Proverbs 21:13 tells us, God shuts His ears to the cry of those who shut their's to the cry of the needy.
 
       Sin as a whole gives power to poverty demons. We see this truth in Judges 6:1-6. Here we are told about how Israel's sin resulted in them being given over to the power of the Midianites. We are told that for seven years the Midianites would invade the land in order to ruin the crops that the Israelites had planted and to kill their livestock. Clearly, it was a deliberate policy on the part of the Midianites to impoverish the Israelites. Unfortunately, it worked, and quite effectively too. The bible tells us that they so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the Lord for help. The Midianites are symbolic of poverty demons. And as the bible describes the power of Midian as oppressive, so is the power of poverty demons. However, this is because poverty by its nature is oppressive. Indeed, it is oppressive to have genuine needs you can't meet, a longing to help others you can't fulfill and to have to put up with the scorn of arrogant people. When you are poor those who have failed in life want to hide their failures by highlighting your humble circumstances to other people. They want to draw attention away from themselves by magnifying your humble circumstances. They want other people to think they are better than you. And they also want to become your teachers concerning life, though they themselves have failed at it. In a nutshell, poverty is one weapon the devil uses in his desire to bring shame to you and to the name of the Lord. Unfortunately, such a situation is made worse by people whose experiences should have made them good teachers but who give advice which does not benefit the poor. I speak of people who have made it financially in life but who, sadly, have put on the spirit of pride because of their wealth. When such people offer solutions, they do it in such a way that a person is left feeling discouraged and powerless. Indeed, it is discouraging to be accused of laziness when you are doing your best to get out of poverty. This is the reason you should be careful who you get financial advice from. Some people's perspective on poverty and prosperity is short-sighted. They do not see beyond the aspect of physical activity and refuse to acknowledge the spiritual element of poverty and prosperity. They do not acknowledge that God can lead a person into prosperity and do not realize that there are so many ways in which the devil can hinder a person's prosperity plans and efforts. We must remember how the Israelites in Gideon's time found themselves in poverty. It was not because they were lazy. To the contrary, they were hard workers.  But the problem was that the fruit of their labour was always being ruined by their enemies. Does not proverbs 13:23 say: 'A poor man's field may produce abundant fruit, but injustice sweeps it away'? In this evil world Working hard is not a guarantee to financial sustainance. Indeed, there are many people who work very hard but are denied just wages by their employers or go for months without being paid. And many who subject their employees to slave wages and working conditions do it because of sheer greed. And this is the very greed that blinds some in the church when they redicule the poor among the flock. It is sad when a person is blind to the wiles of the devil. For sooner of later he himself will fall prey to them. Having said that, it should, however, be noted that not all hindrances to the progress of Christians can be attributed to demonic opposition in the heavenly realms. Some people do indeed fail to prosper for the sole reason that they are lazy. They expect a harvest when they have not sworn any seeds. Proverbs 28:19 has a word for such people. It declares: 'He who works his land will have abundant food, but the one who chases fantasies will have his fill of poverty.' Proverbs 12:11 also adds: '...he who chases fantasies lacks judgment.' blaming the devil for the problems you have caused yourself certainly shows lack of judgment on your part. Indeed, it is the tendency of some people to blame the devil for every single thing that goes wrong. They are unwilling to take responsibility for their actions or inaction. It is time for reality check. Let us apportion the blame to whomever it is rightfully due. With a similar reasoning in which Jesus said, "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's and to God what is God's," I say to you, give to Satan what is Satan's and to yourself what is yours. Stop beating the air and trampling on bare ground. There is a time for prayer and a time to act on what you have been praying for. Sometimes, because they fail to act on what they have been praying for, people end up thinking prayer is futile and accuse God of being unkind to them. As Proverbs 19:3 declares: 'A man's own folly ruins his life, yet his heart rages against the LORD.' Check yourself and judge rightly. Are you waiting on God when He is waiting on you?
 
       But perhaps you are a prisoner of the devil's unjust acts? Poverty which is not as a result of laziness clothes a person with undeserved shame. That shame is like prison clothes won by an innocent prisoner who has been put in prison for a crime he did not commit, just as Joseph was because of the false accusations of Portipher's wife. However, the bible tells us that the Lord is a king whose throne is established on the foundation of righteousness and justice. In other words, God has power to set free people from undeserved poverty. He has more than enough power to defeat poverty demons and free their victims from their power. However, that awesome power of God works more effectively where there is humility--in this case acknowledging that you are unable to help yourself by your own efforts(Deuteronomy 18:18). For humility is the ladder to the financial grace a person needs to prosper through God(see James 4:6 and 2 Corinthians 9:8-12). So you must rid yourself of the sin of pride--that is, trust in the supposed effectiveness of your human efforts. '...if you look to God and plead with the Almighty, if you are pure and upright, even now he will rouse himself on your behalf and restore you to your rightful place. Your beginnings will seem humble, so prosperous will your future be'(Job 8:5-7). Clearly, divine provision is found in the place where the flesh does not glory and sin is absent. Hence to Israel the Lord said, "If my people would but listen to me, if Israel would follow my ways, how quickly I would subdue their enemies and turn my hand against their foes! Those who hate the LORD would cringe before him, and their punishment would last for ever. But you would be fed with the finest wheat; with honey from the rock I would satisfy you"(Psalm 81:13-16). The Lord says here that the punishment of poverty demons would last for ever if you obey his commands. In other words, what the Lord is trying to get across to you here is that if you avoid sin and obey his commands, poverty will never return to your life once it is removed. The poverty demons would be defeated once and for all. It is as Job 36:11 says of those who seek from the Lord freedom from poverty. "If they obey and serve him, they will spend the rest of their days in prosperity and their years in contentment." The finality of it couldn't be more beautifully stated than in what Judges 8:28 says about Midian. It reads:  'Thus Midian was subdued before the Israelites and did not raise its head again.' So the first thing you should do if you find that you have allowed into your life poverty demons through sin is to repent of that sin. Let the blood of Jesus wash it away. Do the same even for the poverty which is as a result of a generational curse on your family. Then the poverty demons will be stripped of their stronghold over your life and you will be set free from poverty and its oppression. And the Lord's promise to those who have been faithful to Him in hard times is that not only will he set them free from poverty, but He will also honor them. Those who scorned you will come to seek your help, they will seek solutions to the financial difficulties in their lives from you. "Surely I will deliver you for a good purpose; surely I will make your enemies plead with you in times of disaster and times of distress"(Jeremiah 15:11). Just as Joseph was released and set aside prison clothes to become an instructor of those who sought to hear wisdom, so will it be with you. And many will come with unsolicited gifts. This is especially true of those whose poverty is an expression of the devil's wrath against them for their decision to answer the call of God. The Lord says because His call on your life is responsible for the devil's hatred towards you, He will take responsibility over the burden the devil has placed on you. So don't let the devil frighten you out of God's call with visions of a bleak future. Take no thought as to what you shall eat or drink or what you shall wear or where you shall lay your head, for the battle is not yours but the Lord's. Rest in the assurance of the miraculous provision of His mighty hand and in His vindication. Your future is secure and full of honor. When the Lord has finally broken the enemy's rod of oppression, the poverty used as a whip on you by people who have misunderstood you, this shall bring honor to you. Everybody will know that you have been a person blessed of the Lord all along. They just couldn't see it. Your prosperity and success shall be held up as an example of the good things which happen to a person who stays faithful to the Lord and to the call in times of hardship. Thus you will exchange your shame for honor in the same way that Joseph did when he was released from prison and became the prime minister of Egypt and an instructor of Pharaoh's household. So, do not let the ridicule, mockery, insults and reproach you have experienced because of the call on your life cause you to think of God's call as a burden. It is a blessing.
 
    
 
   THE ANTICHRIST AND PRINCIPALITIES
 
       Let us now talk about demonic principalities in the last days. The chief angels of the devil are what Ephesians 6:12 refers to as the rulers of this dark world. They are called so because they secretly rule the nations through evil or blind politicians. Indeed, each nation under the devil's control has one of his chief angels ruling over it--that demon being named after that nation. Thus the chief demon over the kingdom of Persia was referred to as the prince of Persia and that over Greece as the prince of Greece(Daniel 10:20). In Revelation 12:3-4 and chapter 17 we see the description of the world kingdoms that the devil and his chief demons have and will ever control. The seven heads or hills or kings mentioned in these scriptures are, namely, the prince of Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome and Russia. When the book of Revelation was being written, the sixth in the order, Rome, was ruling(Revelation 17:10). Now notice what Revelation 17:8 says. It tells us: 'The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and yet will come up out of the abyss and go to his destruction. The inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the creation of the world will be astonished when they see the beast, because he once was, now is not, and yet will come.' what or who is this beast? Revelation 17:11 gives us a clue as to his identity. It reveals to us that this beast is the eighth demonic prince and one of the seven already mentioned. That means one of the seven princes that have ruled before, and who fail at the hands of God's angelic army and was locked up in hell, will be released to rise and rule again. The defeat of that demonic prince by the angels of God in the past is what Revelation 13:3 refers to when it talks about one of the heads of the beast having been wounded, and the healing of that wound is a reference to the release and return of this prince. But these scriptures bring out more clearly what we talked about at the beginning of this chapter. That it is God who sets the times and seasons for the kingdoms of the earth. Every kingdom that has fallen and been replaced by another has not necessarily fallen because of the power of the kingdom that replaced it, but because the angels of God had already defeated its prince in the heavenly realms(see Daniel 10:20). One demonic prince simply took over the space left vacant by another and the people belonging to the kingdom of the defeated prince simply found themselves fighting back with no support from the heavenly realms and succumbed to the inevitable. Now, since the prince talked about in Revelation 17:11 is the eighth, coming after Russia's prince--the last world kingdom to fall, it means that we may not be so far away from its rise, and the above scriptures were written as a warning for the last day generation. It is clear from Daniel chapter 11 that in the last days there will be two powerful rival kingdoms on earth, one from the north and the other from the south. But the one from the north will dominate the earth towards the very end of the age, because its leader--known as the antichrist or false prophet in the bible--will rule it with the help of a very powerful chief demon. This chief demon is the beast of which Revelation 17:8 says he once was, is not, and yet will come again. The book of Ezekiel calls this demon and its nation Gog or Rosh, chief prince of Mishech and Tubal(Ezekiel 38:1-3,15). It is clear from the prophecies in the book of Ezekiel that this demon is the prince of Russia. This can be seen by the similarities between the names Rosh and Russia and also Mishech and Moscow. This interpretation is also supported by the prophet Nahum in Nahum 2:3-4. So Russia will rise as a super power again, to the amazement of the people of the earth who will not have believed this prophecy about its rise. But at that time it will even be more aggressive than during the communist era, because its leader, the antichrist, will be bent on conquest, strife, plunder and destruction of life(see Revelation 6:1-8). After tricking his way into the leadership over Russia, he will also trick his way into an agreement with ten oil rich Islamic nations(Daniel 11:21-23). Revelation 17:12 refers to the ten oil rich nations as ten horns. The antichrist and the ten Islamic nations will become allies for the purpose of destroying what will be a very economically powerful European Union(Revelation 17: 12-13,16-18). So the kingdom of the south mentioned in chapter 11 will actually be the European Union when it achieves complete unity and has established a strong presidency. Now, an agreement with the ten nations will not satisfy the antichrist. For his desire will be to have personal and unchallenged control over their oil wealth, so that he could carry out his evil plans without interference and with more resources. So he will invade the three most powerful of them and gain control of their oil wealth(Daniel 11:24; 7:8,24). Having acquired a sound financial resource, he will arm himself to the teeth and then attack the European Union(Daniel 11:24c-26). Then the European Union, unable to mount a successful defense and retaliation, will strike a seven year none aggression agreement with the antichrist and with third world  nations, whose terms will include economic concessions on the part of the European Union(Daniel 11:27-28). But three and half a year later the antichrist will break the peace treaty by invading Europe again(Daniel 9:27; 11:29-31).
 
       The second invasion of Europe will mark the beginning of the great tribulation, also referred to as the day of Lord. The great tribulation is a period of three and half years which will see the tyrannical rule of the antichrist on earth. The time previous to that period, from the time when he first attacks Europe to the time just before his second attack--some three and half years--may be termed as the tribulation period minor. It will be a time when preparation for the showdown in the great tribulation period will be done. In that first period the boundary between the antichrist's camp and that of the other two fronts, the north Atlantic region and the East Asian region, will be drawn. Daniel 11:30 speaks of ships from western coastlands opposing the antichrist on his second invasion of Europe and in Revelation 16:13-15 we see three demons, in the form of frogs, coming out of the mouths of the devil, the prince of Russia and the antichrist. These demons are messengers of a common ideology or belief perpetrated by the antichrist and his camp and offered by him to the other camp and the rest of the world as truth. It is this doctrine of deception which will be the cause of many of the problems in the last days and finally bring the three camps together in a showdown in the land of Israel at the end of the tribulation period. The antichrist will be defending it while the other camp will be fighting against it. The antichrist's camp will call it the only means of bringing peace to the world while the other camp will call it a policy of violence against other nations. What exactly is this doctrine?
 
       To answer this question, we first have to look at the antichrist's strategy in all his dealing. You may have noticed from what I have narrated so far about him that he will have a habit of betraying his friends. That is because his motives in starting friendly relations with others will not be noble. His strategy will be to use their trust to create a door of opportunity for the achievement of his evil plans. At times he will use this strategy to fool his enemies into dropping their guard, so that he can surprise them with a sudden and unprovoked attack and find them unprepared to defend themselves. Daniel 8:25b tells us: "When they feel secure, he will destroy many..." 1 Thessalonians 5:3 also reads: 'while people are saying, "Peace and Safety," destruction will come on them suddenly, as labour pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.' On other occasions he will use this strategy to use people to carry out his evil plans. In this regard, he will take advantage of their beliefs to manipulate them into joining his side. Revelation 6:2 presents the antichrist as a man using religion(represented here by a white horse) as a vehicle to conquer nations. It reads: 'I looked, and there before me was a white horse! Its rider held a bow, and he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest.' Indeed, the antichrist will use the pretext of wanting to establish an Islamic World Government of Peace and Justice to win the support of many Muslims and rally them against nations and Christians. And in this regard he will take advantage of the Shi'ites belief in an end time emergence of a messiah, who it is said is supposed to make the whole world Islamic and bring peace to the earth, to trick them into following him. This Islamic messiah is said to be the reincarnated Mohammed al-Mahdi, the twelfth and last Shi'ites Imam, who disappeared in the ninth century. It is claimed that he will return to earth to bring peace and justice. The antichrist will proclaim himself as that 'Hidden Imam' and use counterfeit miracles to make Muslims believe the deception. A Muslim working miracles will certainly seem like the real thing in their eyes. Remember that miracles are not necessarily a notable aspect of Islam. To some extent, the antichrist and his followers will have established an intercontinental government through violence and alliances. However, in reality, it won't be an Islamic government. The antichrist will just be using Muslims and others as tools to achieve his evil ambition to rule the world and the devil's plan to have authority over the people on the earth. Sadly, for those people who will believe this deception, there will be destruction when God judges the antichrist and his kingdom for the harm they will have done on earth. It is for this reason that I make an appeal to every Muslim reading this book to accept Jesus Christ as Savior. In Jesus is safety from the schemes of the antichrist. Don't think that you can avoid falling prey to his schemes by your own cleverness. He will be much cleverer than you can handle by your own cleverness. The bible calls him a master of intrigue(Daniel 8:23). This is because behind his schemes and plots will be the subtle serpent himself--Satan. But Jesus knows all the strings in Satan's web of deceit. When He becomes your savior, He will untangle before your eyes the schemes of the antichrist and catch him in his craftiness. Indeed, 2 Thessalonians 2:7 shows us that Jesus will keep holding back the rise of antichrist so that he may not come before Christians have known enough about him so as not to be surprised by his coming on the world scene. You see, the antichrist will be so dubious in his dealings that he will not only try to deceive Muslims but also Christians. In this regard he will first proclaim himself as the Old Testament Elijah whose return was promised in the book of Malachi and later on as Christ Himself. And some among Christians will actually believe him, to their harm. But there will be those who will not believe him and, consequently, escape his traps. Indeed, though they will be present at his rise, they will not be present during the great tribulation. For Jesus promised to rapture the David generation of Christians before that day of the great tribulation. He said to it in Revelation 3:10, "Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on earth." Perhaps the antichrist may come in your life time. So you should not wait until he does. The time to start buying tickets to the train that will take Christians to heaven is now. In other words, now is the time to accept Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.
 
    
 
   THE COLLAPSE OF THE KINGDOM OF DARKNESS
 
       Now, at the time that God will be judging the antichrist's kingdom, He will also be judging the devil's kingdom. In Mark 3:23-26 Jesus declared, "How can Satan drive out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come." Christ's words were in no way a complement to the devil for any supposed ability on his part to organize his kingdom, but a revelation of the cracks that exist within its structure. The devil likes to think of himself as a brilliant organizer of the affairs of his kingdom. Indeed, that is the image he presents to the world. But the reality is that, though he has placed his demons in ranks, there is still confusion in his kingdom. This confusion has been brought about by the personal ambitions of individual demons and classes of demons. These ambitions have brought about division in his kingdom. As a result of this division, the structures in his kingdom are artificial.  Authority is only exercised through violence and threats of violence. Unity is also enforced by the same method. The stronger demons violently subdue the weaker ones into submission. Indeed, the attack on the three oil rich nations by the antichrist will actually be an attack by the stronger chief demon of Russia on a weaker chief demon of the ten nations. The probable reason for this is likely to be the defiance of the prince of the ten nations. Perhaps he will say to the prince of Russia, "I have all the wealth and power I need in the nations which I rule. Why should I stay in a covenant which has no benefits for me? You rule your own territory and I will rule mine." So, in anger the prince of Russia will attack the territory of the weaker prince, saying, "Because you have refused to give it to me, I will take it by force." What am I trying to tell you?  Only this; that demon possessed or inspired people only carry out the intents and desires of the demons that lead them in their actions, use of words and mode of dressing. The antichrist's attack on the oil rich nations will be an expression of the intent and desires of the demons that will be leading him--the devil and the prince of Russia. However, after being subdued, the prince of the ten oil rich nations will try to retake his possessions. He will try to do this by stirring up division and strife in the alliance. And God will take advantage of this division and strife to weaken the strength of the antichrist's multinational army when it comes to do battle against the other camp in the land of Israel. "I will summon a sword against Gog on all my mountains, declares the Sovereign LORD. Every man's sword will be against his brother"(Ezekiel 38:21). The strife in the army of the antichrist will be enhanced by the judgment from above which will befall it. When the soldiers and their generals begin to see terrible things happening to them, they will start blaming and attacking one another. Zechariah 14:13 declares: 'On that day men will be stricken by the LORD with great panic. Each man will seize the hand of another, and they will attack each other.'
 
       The devil's kingdom will meet a similar fate. His princes have more and more been getting ambitious. The many international political, ethnic, racial and religiously fundamentalistic groupings that have been emerging in these last days are evidence of the ambitious attitude of these princes. This is especially true with the coming together of nations into regional groupings. The devil thinks that they are just the fruit of the innovativeness of his princes. And he has deluded his mind with the notion of bringing these groupings together under some kind of world government under the rule of a man appointed by him. Hence the concept of the coming of a world government under the auspices of the United Nations which is rumored throughout the world. Many people in the world have fallen for this deception, as indeed the devil himself. But the reality is that greed and hunger for power among his princes will spoil the devil's plans. One day he will wake up only to discover that his princes have walked away with his prized possessions, thus breaking up his kingdom and leaving him a small potion to rule. In an attempt to reconstitute it, he will use the antichrist to try and subdue the kingdoms that his princes will have formed for themselves out of the regional groupings. In speaking about this, Daniel 8:9-10 tells us: 'And out of them(the ten horns) came a little horn(the antichrist) which grew exceeding great toward the south, towards the east, and toward the glorious land. And it grew to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and some of the stars to the ground, and trampled on them'(NKJV). In this scripture, the host of the heavens or stars are symbolic of the devil's princes. This scripture shows that the antichrist will defeat some of them. Daniel 8:24 also shows us that he will do this with the help of the devil. Clearly, another cause of the wars of the tribulation period will be the devil's attempt to reconstitute his kingdom. And his agent the antichrist will mostly target the European Union because he will realize that, being the leading nation at that time, it will be a symbol of world power and so conquering it is conquering the world. But the wars of the tribulation period will contribute to the total collapse of the devil's kingdom. Indeed, the end of the antichrist's kingdom at the end of the tribulation period will also mark the end of the devil's kingdom on earth. Revelation chapter 18 gives us an account of its total collapse. Here the devil's kingdom is depicted as a woman, referred to as Babylon the great prostitute, who gets punished severely for her prostitution with the world. When the tribulation period comes to an end, the millennium period, a period in which Christ will rule the earth along with the saints for a thousand years, will be ushered in(Daniel 7:13-14; Revelation 20:4; 2:26-27).
 
    
 
   THE UNEQUALLED STRATEGIST
 
       However, the division in the devil's kingdom is not the main factor that will lead to the fall of the devil's kingdom. It all hinges on the issue of which kingdom, between his and God's, is the strongest.  In fact, the rebellion of the princes against the devil's leadership will be mainly as a consequence of the overwhelming power and strength of the kingdom of God. When they see their kingdom losing ground after ground of the heavenly realms to the kingdom of God, they will resort to infighting--blaming each other for the losses and accusing the devil of being an incompetent strategist. However, the reality is that the devil is up against an overwhelming foe in the person of the Lord God. Firstly, the Lord God knows how to organize His army into a strong and united force. He unites them through love and not through violence or intimidation. And the unity is made even more strong by the fact that the Lord God, unlike the devil, is omnipresent. That means He is everywhere on earth at any given time. Secondly, He is an unequaled strategist. Just take a look at what He did on the cross through His Son Jesus Christ. Who could have thought of such a great plan? Who could have thought of producing power out of weakness? At Calvary the devil himself was made to help out in his own defeat. Had he known that by using Judas Iscariot to betray Jesus and by inciting people to demand for His crucifixion and to finally crucify Him, he was actually signing his own death warrant, he would have never done it. But then again, how could he grasp such a full proof strategy against him?
 
       The Lord certainly thought things through when He devised Calvary. He left no stone unturned. The Calvary strategy was so perfectly planned that even today it is still the source of the devil's most horrific nightmares. No other weapon on earth terrorizes the devil's kingdom like the message of Calvary, the gospel. In fact, the gospel gives one an edge over the devil and the strength to be the first to launch an attack. Offense is the best defense. The kingdom of God on earth was constituted for offensive and not defensive purposes. Christ declared in Matthew 16:18 that the gates of Hades would not overcome the church. The gates of Hades imply the devil's kingdom's defenses or boundaries. This tells us that the devil's kingdom should be the one that is troubled and not God's. But trouble in the devil's kingdom can only come when God's people trouble him. If the devil should ever invade the boundaries of your life, don't just drive him to the edge of your borders. Cross the borders and invade his territory, his evil kingdom. Let him lose seven inches of his territory for every inch of your territory he encroached in. Does not Proverbs 6:31 say, 'Yet if he is caught, he must pay sevenfold, though it cost him all the wealth of his house'? Seven inches of his territory for an inch of yours might mean you snatching seven souls from his grasp for Jesus through prayer for every member of your family he keeps bound. Make him realize it is safer for him not to touch or hold on to what belongs to you. Seven inches of his territory for one inch of yours might also mean the devil giving back not only the finances he stole from you, but also handing over the wealth of his followers--the wicked. Let us remember that on the cross a mandate to rewrite the borders in the spiritual realm was instituted. No longer could the devil's kingdom expand its borders without meeting resistance. And no longer were God's people expected to be satisfied with a little land. They were now expected to conquer the enemy's territory and expand the borders of the kingdom of God. Indeed, four centuries earlier the Book of Daniel had prophesied that the kingdom of God would be like a rock that would strike down the enemy's kingdom and become a mountain that would fill the whole world(Daniel 2:35). Unfortunately, modern Christians do not think of Christianity in these terms.  For too long has the church been in defense mode. The time has come to change gear and start moving in offense mode, as the Lord intended in the first place. The Lord is also not interested in cars that get stuck in neutral.  It is not to the benefit of a Christian for him or her to make a none-aggression agreement with the devil. Don't leave witnessing to preachers only. Those who are reluctant to preach the gospel only give the devil an opportunity to arm himself and launch an attack on their lives. Have you found yourself in a situation where it seems as if you are being suffocated by troubles? Does it seem as if as soon as one problem ends another one quickly springs up? Could the reason for your situation be that you are absent from the battle front? Could it be that you have hung your spiritual sword on the wall of complacency as a souvenir instead of making use of it? In the spiritual world, the safest place for a Christian to be is the battle field. Jeremiah 48:10 tells us: "A curse on him who is lax in doing the LORD's work! A curse on him who keeps his sword from bloodshed!" avoiding the call to take up arms against the devil brings a curse on you, as it opens a door in your life for the devil's destructive activities. Your life or house becomes an easy target for demons. If King David had been at the battle front the day he saw Bathsheba bathing, he would not have been the target of the devil's temptation through her and would have avoided the problems that succumbing to it brought on him and his family(2 Samuel chapters 11-20). Some people think they can avoid the call for all to witness by appeasing God with lots of large amounts of donations to the church. They want to use money as a substitute for their absence from the battle front. They think God will be lured into getting rid of their problems by the sight of the money. The Lord is not a greedy God. You can't buy your way out of His call. He does not grant 'indulgences', as the popes in olden days used to do for those who excused themselves out of military service through large contributions to the war effort. What God needs more than your money is your presence at the battle front. For when you refuse to use your sword against the devil, he has a field day destroying lives. This is because you are not there to stop him. And God will require their blood from your hands. So, don't keep away from the fight. The commander of the Lord's army is ordering you to get back to your appointed post. 'Rescue those being led away to death; hold back those staggering towards slaughter. If you say, "But we knew nothing about this," does not he who weighs the heart perceive it? Does not he who guards your life know it? Will he not repay each person according to what he has done?'(Proverbs 24:11-12). Why should He continue guarding your life and house when you refuse to guard the lives of those the devil wishes to harm? Why should He encompass your life and house with guardian angels when you refuse to encompass other people with your love? Preaching the gospel is a mark of love. For love cannot stand by and watch others perish when it has the power to rescue them. Love compels one to lose fear of a powerful enemy. And God honors acts of daring stirred up by love, making the weak overcomers of the strong. As David said to Saul in 1 Samuel 17:34-37 before facing the giant Goliath, "When a lion or bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. Your servant has killed both the lion and bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine." David loved the sheep so much that he was willing to risk his life to save them. In the same way, because he loved the people so much, he risked his life by facing an experienced military giant. How much do you love the people whom God has created? Is your heart moved by the infirmities and torment other people go through? Does the possibility of multitudes of people staggering towards everlasting fires distress your heart so much that you are willing to risk your life to rescue them? If that is so, then go after the devil with the sword of the word of God and strike him down, killing his hope to see people destroyed. Use your sword wherever you find him or his works. Don't be like Ahab king of Israel, who set free an enemy whom God had determined should die for his evil deeds and in return incurred the wrath of God himself(1 Kings 20:31-43). The New Day message is a call for all Christians to carry out the end time sentence written in the bible against the devil and his demons with the sword of the gospel. Indeed, the psalmist prophesied: 'May the praise of God be in their mouths and a double-edged sword in their hands, to inflict vengeance on the nations and punishment on the peoples, to bind their kings with fetters, their nobles with shackles of iron, to carry out the sentence written against them. This is the glory of his(God's) saints'(Psalm 149:6-9). The nations and peoples in this scripture symbolize demons, and the kings and nobles among them are demonic princes and the devil himself. Know that, unlike in other religions, we in Christianity, '...do not wrestle against fresh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly realms'(Ephesians 6:12 NKJV). But perhaps you are not a Christian? I would like to tell that the preaching of the gospel is also a recruitment drive in the army of God. Would you like to serve under a commander who is always leading His soldiers into victory(2 Corinthians 2:12)? Would you like to be part of a people who will achieve a great victory over the devil and his demons in the heavenly realms in this day? God does not conscript; He only asks for volunteers. There is no-one in the army of God who can ever say he or she was forced to join up. Everyone had a choice between Jesus Christ and the world, and they chose Jesus. Which of the two is your choice? Now is the time to decide.
 
    
 
   JUST SAY THE WORD
 
       The prophetic scripture, Psalm 149:6-9, which I quoted earlier, shows us that in the New Day Christians will inflict vengeance and punishment on the devil, his principalities and lesser demons not only by the sword but also by binding them with fetters and shackles of iron. How one actually does this, the mechanics of spiritual warfare, is what I would like to talk about now. This will help you to handle situations in which demons are operating, situations similar in their impact to the one the prophet Jeremiah described in Jeremiah 50:33-34. He said in this scripture, 'This is what the LORD Almighty says: "The people of Israel are oppressed, and the people of Judah as well. All their captors hold them fast, refusing to let them go. Yet their Redeemer is strong; the LORD Almighty is his name. He will vigorously defend their cause so that he may bring rest to their land, but unrest to those who live in Babylon."' We see here the Lord promising to turn the tables on Babylon through His mighty strength, so that the misery she had caused Israel she would herself experience and be forced to release God's people. This is a promise which the Lord makes to those who come to accept Jesus as savior as well. His word to such is that the time when the devil and his demons used to torment them, and that at will, is over. The tables are turning. Now is the time to start tormenting the devil. It is just as He said to Jerusalem in Isaiah 51:21-23. "...hear this, you afflicted one, made drunk, but not with wine. This is what your sovereign LORD says, your God who defends his people: "See, I have taken out of your hand the cup that made you stagger; from that cup, the goblet of my wrath, you will never drink again. I will put it in the hands of your tormentors, who said to you, 'Fall prostrate that we may walk over you.' And you made your back like the ground, like a street to be walked over."' The greatest way you can torment the devil is by going on a crusade of spoiling his evil plans against people, as Jesus did. Jesus was like a heat sensing missile in hot pursuit of the devil, sniffing him out of every place he hid himself and destroying his works. Indeed, every time Jesus entered a town or village, the resident demons begun to tremble. They knew that by the time He would have gotten ready to leave they will have already left town and the deaf would be hearing, the mute speaking and the bound set free. For everywhere Jesus went He cast out demons and the infirmities they were responsible for. So should you when you become a Christian. Be an instrument through which God can show Himself strong on behalf of those who are oppressed by the devil.   Now, what exactly gives a victim the confidence and strength to turn on his attacker? Well, it is called authority. In Luke 10:18-19 Jesus declared to His followers: "I saw Satan fall like lightening from heaven. I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you." Your authority as a Christian draws its power from the wisdom and knowledge in the gospel, your anointing, the name of Jesus, the cross, the blood of Jesus, prayer, faith and the love of God. To have authority is to have the right to exercise power over someone or something. By defeating the devil and his demons on the cross, Jesus earned that right for Christians. That means you as a Christian have the authority to torment the devil and his demons. To this end, you have the right to call upon God to send his Spirit to enforce your authority over the devil and his demons. As Isaiah 64:4 declares: 'Since ancient times no-one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for him.' Jesus declared in Mark 11:23, "I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, "Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him"(emphasis mine). Indeed, 2 Samuel 22:4-20 shows us how David called on the Lord when he was confronted by his enemies, so that the Lord came down and tormented them with bolts of lightening. David was referring to the demons that were supporting his enemies. Perhaps David was recalling his battles with the Philistines in the valley of Rephaim(1 Chronicles 14:8-17). It is here that he called the Lord Baal Perazim--that is, the Lord who breaks out--and heard Him and His angelic host matching in the tops of balsam trees. In the same way, if you call upon Him in His name as the Lord who breaks out against my enemies, you can make the demons' attempts to rule in your house or another person's life an electrifyingly tormenting experience--causing them to flee in haste. In that sense you would be like a person who takes the cup of torment from the hand of a demon's victim and puts it in its own hand, saying, "Now it's your turn. In the name of Jesus, drink and be tormented. The cup of torment has come round to you!" indeed, your words should have this sense of commanding carried in this statement. For authority commands, it does not make suggestions. It demands, it does not request. The Holy Spirit can come, but He will only act against your enemies when you speak a word of command, for He is there to enforce your words. You should have the attitude of the centurion who came to Jesus to ask Him to heal his beloved servant(Matthew 8:5-13). When Jesus said he would go to his house and heal his servant, the centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I myself am under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it"(emphasis mine). The centurion understood the power of authority and recognized the authority that Christ's words carried. That at his word sickness would go. Indeed, the bible tells us in Matthew 8:16 that with a word Jesus drove out demons. In the same way, because of the authority which Jesus has given you as a believer, things will happen at your word. When you say, "Cancer, go!" the Holy Spirit will breathe life into the afflicted person's body and he or she shall be freed from the cancer. Through the breath of life in Him, the Holy Spirit can even raise a dead person or dead situation at your word. Likewise, when you say to a demon, "I bind you!" the Holy Spirit will chain it and still its violent feats or its seductive expressions, meant to lure your mind away from your course of action(which is to cast it out). A warning here. If you have not disciplined your body, the thought of saying, "I bind you," in the midst of sexual advances from a person possessed by immorality demons will not enter your mind. You will only end up being cast out of your state of holiness. There have been many people who have ended up sleeping with people they were casting demons out of. A prisoner cannot set free another prisoner. If you are a prisoner of sin, you cannot set free a prisoner of demons. This reminds me of the way some people fight against the spread of the aids virus. They gather up musicians and actors whose conduct is the pit of Sodom itself to spread the message of protection from the virus. How can someone whose songs are full of lust fuelling relics and whose dance routines or lifestyle provoke and promote sexual misconduct successfully carry such a message. It sounds to me like playing games around serious matters. It is like the way some Christians play around with demons. They involve themselves in such practices as having their fortunes told and volunteer as subjects in magic acts.  They say it is not harmful and they are just having fun. The cause of this kind of attitude is the influence of a type of theology which does not recognize the influence of spiritual powers in the physical realm being taught in some churches and seminaries. Such theology borrows words from the scientific world to explain away problems caused by demonic powers. It calls demon enforced generational curses as genetically inherited habits, demonic feats as epilepsy and multiple possession as split personalities or even schizophrenia. If the people with this type of mentality had been among Christ's disciples when He met a man who was possessed by many demons, they would have offered him a tranquilizer instead of casting out the demons as Jesus did(Mark 5:1-20). Yes, epilepsy and schizophrenia do exist, but not all cases can be termed as such. Some of it is the work of demons. So call everything by its right name. Don't borrow words from the scientific world to explain away spiritual problems. How can you fight an enemy you do not recognize as being responsible for your problem. It is sad when people tolerate the presence of demons, for doing so can have seriously dangerous consequences--as when a person with demons of suicide is tolerated long enough for him to kill his whole family and himself or one with demons of murder is tolerated long enough for him to commit the first of the many murders that will turn him into a serial killer.  In many such cases there are signs of the presence of the demons, but the modern mindset simply passes it off as some psychological disorder to be treated with medicines or sessions with the psychologist. There are even preachers who actually recommend that. It is no wonder some churches are full of demon possessed and oppressed people. Don't entertain demons, rebuke them. When you say to a demon, "Go!" the Holy Spirit will drive it out, and when you begin to cast out demons and say, "Come up out of your hiding," the Holy Spirit will fish them out of their hiding so that you can cast them out. Likewise, you can command a demon to do something against its will and the Holy Spirit will force its hand and make it do it. All that the Holy Spirit wants you to do is to, in the name of Jesus, just say the word and He will the rest. By his own will He has made Himself available to serve you, amazing as that is. That does not mean, however, that you should command the Holy Spirit. No-one has that authority. You can only call on Him to help you. Likewise, having a high position in the church or a great call on your life is not a license to ill-treat other people. I believe that, whether in marriage or in the church, a person should be moved into carrying out your words because of the wisdom in them and not because she or he feels intimidated. Your position or call must not cause you to treat people as if they were subjects in your kingdom or soldiers under your command. Don't treat people as if they are demons. Treat them as your fellow workers in Christ, equal to you in Him. Better still, be their servant, just as Jesus chose to be for us when He came to die for us(Matthew 20:20-28).
 
       The good news is that He is always ready to serve those whose lives or houses have been cleansed of sin. Isaiah 64:5 declares: 'You come to the help of those who gladly do right, who remember your ways. But when we continued to sin against them, you were angry. How then can we be saved?' Deuteronomy 33:26 also us: "There is no-one like the God of Jeshurun(the upright one), who rides on the heavens to help you and on clouds in this majesty." doing right also includes not trying to solve a problem through insults and brawls. The Holy Spirit does not anoint or enforce them. Indeed, Jude 8 forbids anyone from insulting demons. And Jude 9 adds: 'But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil about the body of Moses, did not dare to bring a slanderous accusation against him, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!"' The urge to insult or use feasts usually flares up when one is angered even by a person who is being influenced by a demon in his or her provocative acts. So you should heed the words of Ephesians 4:26-27. It declares: 'In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.' Giving the devil a foothold is giving him the right to continue his evil deeds against you. Insults and brawls are actually languages of demons. When you use them, you speak their language and become a prey for their violence and malice. You even put your life at risk. Indeed, there are many people who have gone off on a frenzy of violence because of their anger and have ended up committing murder unintentionally. Isn’t it amazing how that people only seem to wake up to the reality of their harmful actions after the damage has been done and not before? Blessed is the person who reasons before he or she acts and who is able to control his or her temper. Such a one escapes being trapped in the schemes of the devil. Not insulting demons does not mean you are honoring them. It is not about giving respect to demons, but about not allowing them to have a reason to continue their harmful activities or to have an opportunity to carry out their malicious intents. And if you are struggling with anger inspired by demons, I say to those demons right now, be gone in the name of Jesus Christ! But here is how you can help me help you. I would like you to kneel down and then, with a loud voice, say, "Jesus Christ is Lord."
 
    
 
   DUBIOUS SPIRITUAL HEALERS
 
       There are people outside the kingdom of God who claim to have the power to drive out demons. The bible calls such people spiritists. They include the likes of psychics and witch doctors. Spiritism can be defined as the belief and indulgence in spiritual mysteries whose truthfulness and methods of application cannot be authenticated by the bible. Indeed, those who indulge in spiritism usually look away from the bible in their explanations of their beliefs and methodologies. If they quote the bible, they only do so in an attempt to deceive people into believing the mystic things they proclaim. To this end, a closer look at the way they quote the bible will reveal a perversion of scriptures. Their actions also give them away. There have been reports in many parts of the world where exorcism is carried out in such a way that it borders on the demonic itself. In two named countries there have been reports of situations in which children, some as young as two, are incarcerated in appalling conditions and repeatedly beaten to drive out of them what the perpetrators perceive to be spirits of witchcraft. Some children are even sent away by themselves, as young as they are, to fend for themselves and some have died as a result. It is such pseudo churches which give the real church a bad name in the eyes of those who can't tell between the real and the false and of those who are ever looking for a reason to harm the church. Indeed, some misguided critics of the church even go as far as calling for the banning of the bible and the church when they see the gruesome deeds of the pseudo churches.
 
        Although some spiritists prefer hiding under the umbrella of Christianity, most of them do their work under the umbrella of eastern religions and traditional spiritual beliefs. They call themselves spiritual healers, gurus or witch doctors. But do they really heal? The truth is that they don't. You see, such people are part of the division in the devil's kingdom and their work is evidence of how in this division the stronger demons drive out the weaker ones from their possessions. For example, a person may be possessed by a demon or group of demons causing a particular disorder, and if that person consults a spiritist, that demon or group of demons are driven out by the spiritist's stronger demons. So that person feels better until what Jesus said in Matthew 12:43-45 happens. The demon which was driven out travels around looking for another person to occupy. If it does not find one, it returns to see if the person it was driven out of is available for reoccupation. If it finds that the person has not been occupied by any other demon, it goes and finds stronger demons of its kind, so that together they can be able to resist any attempts to drive them out by other demons. As a result of the increase of the demons, the person finds himself in a worse condition than before. If when it was alone the demon inspired a bad habit in that person, perhaps drug or alcohol abuse, violence or sexual immorality, the habit gets worse than before with the increase in the number of demons. There is also another thing we must remember. That nobody else apart from God can heal. The devil and his demons cannot heal because they have no life to give. In fact, everything about the devil hinges on death. Death is for him a means to an end and an end in itself. In other words, he will either bring something that takes away one's life instantly or that sets up a trap for one to lose his life later on. Hence, when he claims through a spiritist that he has healed you, he is only trying to get you to believe in something else other than God's power so that you may forsake the Lord and die as a sinner and be condemned to eternal fires in the end. No spiritist can heal. The relieving of the pain after a demon has left does not mean the wound has been healed. It just means there is no demon to stir it up. That wound will eventually catch up with you, and in a more terrible way, because a problem left unattended to gets worse. So the answer to your problem lies in God. Firstly, His miracles of healing are real and permanent, because He has life to give. Secondly, when He drives out a demon or group of demons and sends the Holy Spirit into a person, any access to that person's body by demons is curtailed. There are two reasons for this. Firstly, the Holy Spirit has no intention of sharing the same abode with a demon. 'For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?'(2 Corinthians 6:14). The Holy Spirit is too clean a spirit to live in the same house with a dirty spirit. There are some people in the church who claim that they have personally driven demons out of Christians. My answer is that it is one thing to claim to be a Christian and another to actually be one. Not all who claim to be Christians are Christians. Hence the only explanation for such reports is that the people from whom the demons were said to have been cast out were not true Christians at the time, even if they themselves may have thought they were. If there is any sign of demonic activities in a Christian’s life, it is most likely to be by any of the following two means: Demonic oppression or demonic influence in one's thought pattern. And such activities can be operated from outside a person's body. I talk about demonic influence in detail in another book to be published later. When it comes to demonic oppression of Christians, it is usually carried out by those who are demon possessed or whose mind-set has been fashioned by ideas originating from demons. The second reason why demons are an unable to gain access to the body of one who is filled with the Holy Spirit lies in the fact that there is no force in all creation powerful enough to drive out the Holy Spirit. He can only go out if He is rejected by the person in whom He is residing. But who in his right mind would want to reject such a wonderful spirit. Communing with Him is more delightful than the taste of a child's favorite ice cream flavor in its mouth. 'Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in him'(Psalm 34:8).
 
   


 
   
  
 




 
     WARRIORS OF THE HEAVENS
 
    
 
    
 
       The fact that different categories of demons have different magnitudes of strength means that some demons are more difficult to cast out than others. To this end, in Mark 9:29 Jesus tells His disciples that some types of demons can come out only by prayer and fasting. Indeed, that is the case with demons which have the classification of principality and those that have to do with Satanism, witch-craft  and with generational curses. The reason you need prayer and fasting when dealing with such demons is because you need revelation to successfully fight them. Such revelation concerns things to do with what stronghold they have established in a person, place or situation and how they first established that stronghold. Without this information it becomes difficult for you to fight such demons, for you become like a person who is blind-folded and can't see the target he needs to aim at.
 
    
 
   ONE MAN COMMANDO UNIT
 
       Besides opening a door of revelation for you, prayer, apart from faith, preaching and praise and worship, creates a means by which a Christian can walk in the heavenly realms and participate in its wars, for angels engage in battle against demons in response to prayer. Hence, in this regard, prayer is the Christian’s deadliest weapon in the heavenly realms. A man of prayer has very great power indeed. The prophet Elisha was one man, and yet he was able to subdue a whole army of Arameans because of prayer. (2 Kings 6:15-18). It is because of such answers to their prayers that Elisha and the prophet Elijah were individually referred to as 'The chariots and horsemen of Israel' (2 Kings 2:11-22; 13:14-15). 1 Chronicles 12:14 also tells us that the least of the Gadite commanders in David’s army was a match for a hundred troops and the greatest for a thousand. Even today one person can become a battalion. The power of prayer turns one Christian into a mighty army with the provision of an angelic host to fight on his or her behalf. The visible results of his or her victories in the heavenly realms also turn him or her into a warrior in the eyes of people on earth. Perhaps this, more than anything else, best defines what a prayer warrior is. It is not how loud you pray--although if the environment allows it, it would not be wrong--but the results of your prayers which make you a real prayer warrior. And through the impact of our prayers as Christians of the David generation, God is seeking to make us like Him both in the heavenly realms and on earth. Indeed, Psalm 68:32-35 tells us: 'Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth, sing praise to the Lord, to him who rides the ancient skies. You are awesome, O God, in your sanctuary; the God of Israel gives power and strength to his people. Praise be to God.'
 
       When we open the bible to 1 Kings Chapter 20, we discover the status which the Lord has in the heavenly realms and on earth when it comes to spiritual battles. Here we are shown how, at His word, the Israelites defeated the Arameans on the hills of Israel. The defeated Arameans went back to their land, where their king's officials advised him, "Their gods are gods of the hills. That is why they were too strong for us. But if we fight them on the plains, surely we will be stronger than they"(verse 23). So, armed with this notion, the Arameans mobilized again and went to the plains of the land of Israel to fight the Israelites. The Lord sent a prophet to the king of Israel to say, "'Because the Arameans think that the LORD is a god of the hills and not a god of the valleys, I will deliver this vast army into your hands, and you will know that I am the LORD'"(verse 28). True to the word, that is what happened. The Arameans were routed so much that even their king came to beg for mercy from the king of Israel. The hills in this story represent the heavenly realms(being high places) and the valleys represent the physical realm(being low places). Hence, this story shows that the God who is a Mighty Warrior in the heavenly realms is also a Mighty Warrior in the physical realm. That means prayer does not only work with spiritual things but also with physical things, for the God who rules the heavenly realms also rules the physical realm. It is in this regard that in the bible the Lord calls Himself the Lord of all the earth. So, whatever physical problem you may be facing, whether it has to do with your health or your finances, know that if you remain faithful to the Lord, your prayers will be answered and your circumstances changed. Prayer is able to change anything, even that which concerns the people you love or your nation. For your enemies will be God's enemies. 'The Lord will match out like a mighty man, like a warrior he will stir up his zeal; with a shout he will raise the battle cry and will triumph over his enemies'(Isaiah 42:13). The Lord is greater than all the armies of the nations of the earth put together. Even if all His earthly enemies were to hire all the demons in the heavenly realms as mercenaries and together with all the armies of the world with their entire arsenal fight against Him, they still wouldn't be able to handle Him. To this end, every Christian can say as David declared in Psalm 3:5-6: 'I lie down and sleep; I awake again, because the LORD sustains me. I will not fear the tens of thousands drawn up against me on every side.' It is not the number of demons on the side of those against you which matters, but the strength of the One on your side. So, don't run away from ministry. Don't be afraid when the devil tells you that he is going to  stir up hosts of demons against you and your house if you attempt or continue to set free his prisoners or victims. With God on your side, they can't handle you. You are too much for them.
 
    
 
   A WALL IN THE GAP
 
       The picture of a man building a communication link, a wall or bridge in the gap, between the heavenly realms and the earth on behalf of other people is a theme which has transcended generations of Jews. We see it in the time of the prophet Samuel and of King David (1 Samuel 7:9; 2 Samuel 24:25). We also see it in the time of king Hezekiah of Judah (2 Chronicles 32:20-21). Hezekiah's own prayer concerning a personal problem he encountered teaches us lessons on this issue. 2 Kings 20:2 tells us that, when told about his impending death by the prophet Isaiah, Hezekiah turned to the wall and wept bitterly as he prayed. Today we see in the land of Israel how so many Jews travel to the Western Wall, also called the Wailing Wall, in Jerusalem to pray. These days there are even cases where Jews from other nations send their prayers to agencies in Israel through faxes, email and cell phones and have them printed on paper and placed in the clefts of the wall. However, it must be noted that a wall is only a symbolic thing. It does not in any way have any effect on the fruitfulness of the prayers. But what exactly makes prayer effectual?
 
       Many Christians like to quote Ezekiel 22:30, the verse about standing in the gap. But most of those who do it forget to quote the verses that precede it, especially 23-29, along with it. Put together, they give us the whole picture and not just a part of it, as when only the latter verse is quoted. We discover when they are quoted together that the Lord's emphasis was not so much on the need for a prayer warrior as on the righteousness of the prayer warrior. No doubt, there were many priests and prophets in Ezekiel's time who offered up prayers daily. But the problem was that they were involved in the evil practices that the rest of the people in the land of Israel were involved in. Indeed, the Lord complained in Jeremiah 23:11, "Both prophet and priest are godless; even in my temple I find their wickedness." remember that Ezekiel and Jeremiah were addressing people of the same period. Even in our day, the Lord is looking for people who have divorced themselves from the world to use as prayer warriors. He is looking for people like Hezekiah, who earned the right to be heard by God. In his prayer Hezekiah declared to the Lord, "Remember O LORD, how I have walked before you faithfully and with wholehearted devotion and have done what is good in your eyes"(2 Kings 20:3). When Hezekiah had finished reminding the Lord of how faithful he had been to Him, the Lord immediately sent back the prophet Isaiah with a favorable answer for him. Holiness and answers to prayer are inseparable twins.  I know there will be some theologians out there who will not agree with some of the statements I have written down in this book concerning the relationship between holiness(faithfulness) and blessings. They will, as I have often heard many do, make the argument that one cannot earn good things by good deeds. They will say this is legalism and reminiscent of Old Testament times practices. Since we now live under the dispensation of grace, they will say, blessings are a right for every Christian and are not dependent on whether we are good or not. Well, in part, they are right; but on the whole they are wrong. This is because they do not consider the following truth when arguing for their point. That it is neither in God's nor your interest for Him to give you what you cannot keep or handle. Hence, Jesus could say in John 15:16, "You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask for in my name." The reality is that lack of holiness creates a door that enables the devil to get into your life to steal and destroy the blessings that you receive from above(see previous chapter). So, by demanding holiness from you when you are asking for blessings, God is not necessarily trying to make you work for them. He is only trying to seal up the breaches in the wall around your life so that when the blessings come, you will not end up losing them but will keep them for good. Indeed, when God demands for sexual discipline, it is not because He wants to spoil your fun, but because He does not want you to lose the good wife or husband you are asking from Him. So, do not think that you can trick God into giving you what you do not deserve by cleverly manipulating His word. He is never impressed by the craftiness of man's reasoning. But holiness delights His heart, for He is holy Himself. For Him to deny the noble request of one whose walk is blameless is to deny Himself. As Psalm 84:11 tells us: '...no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless.' Yes, we must get cleansed by the blood of Jesus, but we should never trample on its cry for us to lead holy lives. God is not looking for those who are Christian by name only, but for those who are Christian by deeds also. For He does not want a repeat of the failures of the past, caused by people who claimed to know the Holy God but resorted to evil means when the need to fight for a righteous cause arose. There will be no failure this time around. For God will get the holy army of prayer warriors He needs. This is a New Day for intercession.
 
       The story of Gideon in Judges Chapter 6 and 7 brings out something very important about God. That He is not so much interested in quantity as much as He is in quality. He does not mind having a small force of prayer warriors, so long as they are holy. He is not interested in having a huge force of unconsecrated people. Even in your own area, if you find yourself needing to drive out some principality who  may be holding sway over it, first make sure that you rid yourself and those who will be standing with you in prayer of any evil activity with which that principality has built a stronghold over the area. By your preaching and teaching, bring them to the altar of confession and repentance. That is the only way you are going to have victory over that principality. Remember God's word in 2 Chronicles 7:13-14. "When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people, if my people who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land."
 
       There is another problem with prayers offered by unholy lives. They condemn the very people who say them. This is because they provide God with evidence of the hypocrisy of such people. How? Well, though they ask God to bless or help them, they use evil means to get what they are asking for. Indeed, there are many people in the world today who have built houses with money they have obtained dubiously, defrauded other people of their homes and fields or snatched other people's marriage partners and called their ill-gotten possessions the blessings of answered prayer. Such are the people of whom Titus 1:16 speaks, when it says: 'They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him.' I have sad news from the Lord for such people. '...this is what the Holy One of Israel says: "Because you have rejected this message, relied on oppression and depended on deceit, this sin will become for you like a highwall, cracked and bulging, that collapses suddenly, in an instant. It will break in pieces like pottery, shattered so mercilessly that among its pieces not a  fragment will be found for taking coals from a hearth or scooping water out of a cistern"'(Isaiah 30:12-14 emphasis mine). In other words, your hypocritical prayers will become a high wall whose fall shatters your mercilessly. Those prayers will be used against you on the day God decides to bring justice for your victims. For as Jesus said in Luke 18:7-8, "...will not God bring justice for his chosen ones, who cry out day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly."
 
   


 
   
  
 




 
   AND A HIGHWAY WILL BE THERE
 
       Having learnt about the impact which prayer has in the heavenly realms, we may now consider the impact that it will have specifically in the third level of the heavenly realms, so that you may know what is expected of you as a Christian in this day. In order for you to understand fully what I'm going to be talking about, it is important that I take you back to the beginnings of the heavenly wars.
 
       Before the earth existed, God had already created the heavenly realms and heaven itself. He had also created the angels. The bible names three angels who held leadership positions over other angels. They are Gabriel, Michael and Lucifer. Lucifer was in charge of praise and worship. Ezekiel 28:12-13 tells us that God had created him as a very beautiful angel and that he was very wise. From the wisdom which he had he got the name Lucifer, which means morning star(Isaiah 14:12). However, Lucifer developed pride because of his beauty and corrupted his wisdom by unwise acts(Ezekiel 28:17). Those unwise acts included using his beauty to seek worship from other angels(Isaiah 14:13-14). For this reason, God closed the door of revelation against him and he couldn't get any wiser. And with the corruption of the wisdom which he already had, the light of wisdom in Lucifer's heart begun to dwindle, until it was finally snuffed out. The morning star could shine no more. It had imploded and turned into a dark hole sucking other angels into an ungodly path. Indeed, through his evil dealings, Lucifer had managed to win a third of the angelic population to his side. And so when God decided to throw the rebellious angel out of heaven and, consequently, out of the first heavenly realm, He also threw out Lucifer's followers(Ezekiel 28:14-16; Revelation 12:3-4a).
 
       However, this was not to be the last time that Lucifer and his angels were to be thrown out of a level of the heavenly realms. It was to happen again in the first century. By dying on the cross, Jesus disarmed Lucifer and his angels and drove them out of the second heavenly realm into the third. Even before He could go to the cross, Christ saw the devil's cast out from the second heavenly realm through the eyes of faith. He declared in John 12:31, "Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out." He also declared, as we saw in the previous chapter, in Luke 10:18 that He had seen Satan fall like lightening from heaven. Many people have misunderstood this scripture. They think that Jesus was referring to the first time God threw out the devil out of heaven. However, there is one thing which disputes this theory; the statement which Jesus makes just after these words. He tells His followers in the next verse that He has given them authority to trample on the devil and his demons. Jesus was making both statements in response to the joy of the seventy-two He had sent to minister in the towns He had yet to go. They were rejoicing over the fact that demons had been submitting to them whenever they used his name. Now, we must remember that at the time this was happening Jesus had not yet been to the cross. We should also remember that the authority we have over the devil and his demons is based on Christ's victory on the cross. Hence, there could never have been any basis, apart from Christ's own faith of the victory He was going to obtain on the cross, for the authority which the seventy-two exercised. To this end, when Christ spoke about seeing Satan fall heaven like lightening, He wasn't referring to the past but speaking from a point of faith for the victory He was later going to obtain over Satan. Hebrews 11:1 tells us that faith is certainty of things yet unseen by the natural eye. In other words, through faith you can see happen in the Spirit what the natural eyes have yet to see happen physically. It is a glimpse of the future that will become. The beauty about faith is that it disarms the enemy and exposes the strength which you have over him. Indeed, where there is knowledge of the power of God, the faith of an inexperienced person is greater than the experience of his or her opponent. Remember the battle between the youthful David and the experienced Goliath. The anchor of Goliath's boastings was his vast experience in the many battles he had fought in his life, but the anchor of David's boastings was his faith in Jehovah Nissi, the Lord our banner in war. And faith took the day. It is no wonder the apostle John could say: 'This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith'(1 John 5:4). Indeed, that which is born of faith is established as a living reality in the heavenly realms even before it becomes reality in the physical realm. That is why Revelation 13:8 tells us that Christ was crucified from the foundation of the world. So, even before He was taken there to be crucified, the cross of Calvary was for Jesus a living reality in the heavenly realms and from that reality He drew power to operate with the authority that the victory on the cross would later bestow on Him. Matthew 8:16-17 confirms this when it quotes concerning Him the words of Isaiah 53:4--words which  refer to the healing that was to come to us on the cross--and gives them as a reason He was healing people. And yet at the time He was doing this He had not yet been to the cross. In the same way, when the angels of God fight on your behalf in the heavenly realms, they draw their power over the devil and his demons from the reality already established in the heavenly realms by the faith in the future which you have seen the power of the cross obtaining or establishing for you. There is also another thing to remember. That, because of the cross, believers were raised up into the second and first heavenly realms along with Christ their Savior, when He was taken up to heaven, so that through the power of the cross they could have authority and power over the devil and his angels. In John 12:32 Jesus declared that when He would be lifted up on the cross He would draw all men to Himself. The bible also tells us in Ephesians 2:6: 'And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.' So in that power and authority believers will drive out the devil and his angels from the third heavenly realm as well. They will also use Christ's faith to achieve this. For He has seen the cast out of the devil and his demons from the third heavenly realm. Revelation 1:1 tells us that the book of Revelation is a description of a revelation of what will happen in the future given to Jesus by God. That means it is Christ's glimpse of what will happen in the last days. And in Revelation 12:7-12 He describes through the apostle John the victory which He has seen the church obtaining over the devil and his demons in the heavenly realms in the last days. Hence, even as we enter the New Day, there is established in the heavenly realms this reality which must see its fulfillment in this day. It is interesting to note that in Revelation 1:1 the bible uses the phrase, 'what must soon take place,' when referring to Christ's revelation. That means there is no way out for believers but through the door of victory and no way out for the devil and his angels but through the door of defeat. So it is time for Christians to move in that faith and heavenly reality and drive out the devil and his angels from the third heavenly realm. Now is the time to clean up the third heavenly realm of its dirty occupants and possess it as we have possessed the first and second heavenly realms through Christ. Ezekiel 28:18 describes the devil as one who has desecrated his sanctuaries through sins and dishonest dealings. The sanctuaries spoken of here are the abodes of the third heavenly realm. In this regard, the heavenly realms can be likened to a three-storey mansion, with the top two storeys being occupied by the owner. The two storeys above are clean and comfortable to live in. But the storey at the bottom has been made inhabitable by the dirty habits of those to whom the owner has rented it. They have defiled its many rooms with their evil activities. Indeed, every time witchcraft is practiced, a magic trick conducted, covenants between demons and men made, sacrifices made to some false god, 'ancestry' or other spirits invoked or any other act which is supernatural in the devilish sense done, the third heavenly realm is defiled. But the owner is now fed up with the tenants below. He wants every level of His three-storey mansion clean. To this end, the message of the New Day cast out of the devil and his demons from the third heavenly realm is the owner's notice of eviction on the tenants below. The eviction squad, the angels of God and His children, are coming. When the devil and his angels are driven out, Isaiah 35:8-9 will come true for the third heavenly realm. It tells us: 'And a highway will be there; it will be called the way of Holiness. The unclean will not journey on it; it will be for those who walk that Way; wicked fools will not go about on it. No lion will be there, nor will any ferocious beast get up on it; they will not be found there. But only the redeemed will walk there.' This means in this New Day, as each ground of the third heavenly realm is taken from the devil by Christians, he and his demons will not be able to take it back, because the angels of God will defend it against him and his forces. In this way Christians will fulfill the mandate given to them by Isaiah 49:8, the mandate to reassign the desolate places of the heavenly realms. Hence, the enemy will be losing ground after ground to Christians until he will have no more territory left to occupy. He and his demons will be driven to the age and forced out by the angels of God. This is what revelation 12:7-9 means when it declares: 'And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. And he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The dragon was hurled down--that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth and his angels with him.'
 
       The fact that the devil and his demons will face progressive defeats in the third heavenly realm at the hands of God's angels means that a hindrance free path for blessings from heaven through the heavenly realms to the earth will be created, as alluded to in the previous chapter. There will be a highway of prosperity for those who belong to the house of God, so that what is written in Genesis 28:11-... will be become true for the church. In this scripture, we are told of how Jacob, when he was fleeing from his brother Esau, stopped over at a certain place to rest for the night. Laying his head on a stone, he fell into deep sleep.  During his sleep he had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the ground and its top reaching to heaven. And he saw angels ascending and descending on it and the Lord standing above it. When Jacob awoke he called the place where he had the dream Bethel, which means house of God. And there Jacob made a promise that if the Lord would be with him in all his travels and bring him back safely, he would give a tithe of everything he would come into possession of. This shows us that the ladder which Jacob saw was a ladder of prosperity and success. Likewise, the Lord is building a highway of prosperity and success from heaven into His house, the church, on earth by removing all obstacles placed in the heavenly realms by the enemy. And He has commanded His angels to guard that highway. Consequently, the prosperity and success of His children will not be hindered. The fact that this scripture is true for the last day church is reinforced by 1 Kings 18:41-46. Here we are told of how the prophet Elijah climbed to the top of Mount Carmel to pray for rain after a three-year drought. When he had begun to pray, he sent his servant to go and look towards the sea and see if there was anything there. His servant came back with a negative answer. But Elijah kept sending him back until he reported that a cloud the size of a man's fist was rising from the sea. Elijah then told his servant to go and tell Ahab king of Israel to hitch up his chariot and go back to his home in Jezreel before the rain could stop him. But it was too late. The sky quickly grew dark with clouds and a heavy rain begun to fall. That heavy rain which Elijah prayed down is symbolic of the latter rain. And here is the proof. We are told that seven times Elijah told his servant to go back to the sea. Now, if you know your grammar, this should tell you that Elijah's servant actually went to check on the sea eight times. He was sent there once and then asked to go back seven times, which total eight times. Now, the number eight in the bible is symbolic of new beginnings. Remember how the Jews would circumcise their male children on the eighth day after their birth. Therefore, this is symbolic of the New Day dispensation.  But Elijah's story has other symbols of the New Day dispensation. The posture which Elijah took when praying for the rain. It was the posture which Jewish women took when giving birth. The beginning of the latter rain dispensation marks the birth of a new day. If this bible is indeed symbolic of the New Day dispensation, then Ahab's chariot, which he was told to hitch up and quickly ride, should also have significance in symbolism to this New Day. Indeed, it does. The part about Ahab's chariot is the bible's way of saying in the New Day God will command His angels to, as it were, hitch up heavenly trailers to their horses, load them up with blessings and drive them off to His people through the highway of prosperity. This explains why the bible tells us that in the dream which Jacob had, he saw angels ascending and descending on the stairway. Clearly, this is a New Day for the blessings of the Lord, a day when blessings will freely flow between heaven and earth, even as traffic freely flows on a good highway. But 1 Kings 18:41-46 has another revelation for us. We are told that the power of God came upon Elijah and he outran Ahab's chariot all the way to Jezreel. Jesus always said that the first would end up being the last and the last would become the first. One of the reasons this is so is because people relate differently to faith. There are those who won’t believe in the eminence of rain until they see the whole sky filled with dark clouds and there are those who will believe in it even when they do not see a single cloud in the sky. And it is the latter that get to reap and enjoy the blessings of the rain. The latter believe because, even though they don't see clouds in the clouds in the sky, they hear the sound of rain in the Spirit. The former, because they have been made deaf to what is happening in the spiritual realm by unbelief, only see a sky filled with hopelessness. However, each of the two groups of people live their lives in relation to what they see and hear or unable to. Each of them is led in its course of action by its conviction. The former don't plant because their conviction tells them it's not going to rain and it would not make logic to plant, and the latter plant because their conviction tells them otherwise. The former laugh at the latter's times of small beginnings but pleadingly court their favor at harvest time. Sometimes, in their desire to share the harvest, they try to deceive the successful with words such as, "I knew from the beginning that you would make it." Be aware! Anyone who lays claim to a faith he did not exhibit before the harvest is potentially a thief and can easily rob you of some of your harvest. An honest person will acknowledge that he or she was wrong about you. Now, the overtaking of Ahab's chariot by Elijah also shows us that for those who will believe in the New Day there is coming a dare devil biker anointing. In other words, they will be overtaken by blessings as God will quickly and abundantly send them down, for, as we have seen, the devil and his demons will be rendered powerless to stop them because of the power of the anointing of the latter rain. Hear the word of the Lord: "'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: None of my words will be delayed any longer; whatever I say will be fulfilled, declares the Sovereign LORD'"(Ezekiel 12:28). This is a New Day for answers to prayer. "Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear," says the Lord in Isaiah 65:24. So, as Jesus said in Matthew 7:7-8, "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened." So long as you do not ask for what rightfully belongs to another or what can destroy you if placed in your possession, you will have what you desire. If you are faithful to the Lord, His blessings will overtake you--just as Elijah overtook Ahab's chariot. There is yet another revelation to be found in 1 Kings 18:41-46. It tells us that Ahab and Elijah went to Jezreel. Now, Jezreel means God plants. So what the bible is trying to tell us here is that God will plant the last day church, the David generation of Christians, in fruitful ground. Indeed, the New Day vision is fruitful ground, for with it is God's provision of favor for success and prosperity. So true of the last day church are words of Hosea 2:21-23. "In that day I will respond," declares the LORD-- "I will respond to the skies, and they will respond to the earth; and the earth will respond to the grain, the new wine and oil, and they will respond to Jezreel. I will plant her for myself in the land; I will show my love to the one I called 'Not my loved one'. I will say to those called 'Not my people', 'You are my people'; and they will say, 'You are my God.'" We see here that the Lord will plant the last day church in fruitful ground so that she can prosper and use her prosperity to bring multitudes of lost souls into the kingdom. Indeed, we see this truth even in 1 Kings 18:41-46. The sea to which Elijah sent his servant is the Mediterranean Sea. And Ezekiel 47:8-10 shows us how the living water from God's house will turn the dead sea into a sea of fresh water so that it will become like the Mediterranean sea--a sea with great numbers of fish of many kinds. We are also told of the many fishermen who will stand along the shores to fish. This is a picture of the church evangelizing the multitudes of people of different nations. The fact that 1 Kings 18:41-46 links the Mediterranean sea to the rain which Elijah prayed down shows us that the latter rain period is a day of the greatest evangelism of the nations of the world. So the Lord is indeed looking for people with a heart for lost souls to prosper them. If you are such a person, know that He is on your side. So, in the words of Solomon in Ecclesiastes 9:7 and in Elijah's in 1 King 18:41, I say to you: 'Go, eat your food with gladness, and drink your wine with a joyful heart, for it is now that God favors what you do. "Go, eat and drink, for there is a sound of a heavy rain."' In short, work for God's evangelistic purposes for this day in everything you do and do so with a joyful heart, reveling in the blessings and favor of God.
 
    
 
   THE FACE OF A FIERCE PREDATOR 
 
      In Revelation 12:11 we see how the evangelization of the nations will take place. As the David generation will be taking over the third heavenly realm, it will be replicated in the physical realm, with Christians taking spiritual possession of the nations. How will they repossess the nations from the devil's grip? In answering this question, Revelation 12:11 prophesied: 'They overcame him by the blood of the lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.' From this scripture we see that it will be through the uncompromised and fearless preaching of the gospel of the crucified Christ. Job 32: 18-21, Psalm 39:1-3 and Jeremiah 20:8-9 tell us that the force created by the anointed words which God deposits in the heart a person causes that person to lose fear of men, even of self-proclaimed enemies of the cross. Thus, under the anointing a person is literally changed into another person(1 Samuel 10:6). The anointing makes warriors out of the timid and enables them to take possession of the lands of the variant. Indeed, in this New Day children raised in Christian homes and led astray by drugs shall be repossessed from the gangs in which the devil and his demons have kept them prisoners of violent behavior. For the sword of the gospel in  the hand of prayer will pierce the inner cities and end the misery of those parents who have lost their cherished children to gangs. 'Can plunder be taken from warriors, or captives rescued from the fierce? But this is what the LORD says: "Yes captives will taken from warriors, and plunder retrieved from the fierce; I will contend with those who contend with you, and your children I will save"'(Isaiah 49:24-25). In this New Day the boldness of Christians will greatly increase because of the unlimited outpouring of the Holy Spirit, which is meant to outdo the increase of evil in the world. Hence, in this day we shall see the kind of boldness which has not been seen in modern times. Christians will be taking the battle right into the very heart of the domain of the enemy without the slightest fear of getting harmed or killed. This is a New Day for boldness in the Lord. In this day we shall walk in the footsteps of Jesus. The Pharisees and teachers of the law were Christ's deadliest enemies. Their number one aim was to kill Him and they were constantly looking for an opportunity to do just that. Yet in their midst He would boldly preach. In Luke 5:17 we read: 'One day as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law, who had come from every village in Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem, were sitting there. And the power of the Lord was present for him to heal the sick.' What a picture. God's power being present at the worst of times, when Christ's enemies were present. Clearly, the presence of the power of God made all the difference in that place for Jesus. Its presence reversed the odds. Jesus ceased to be the weak one in that place. He became like a deadly sheep among a pack of terrified wolves. In fact, the terror which the two groups of clergy felt as a result of the ministry of Jesus was what brought them to that place in the first place. They saw Jesus as a threat to their standing in the Jewish society and to their livelihood. They were afraid that the Jews would forsake them to follow Jesus and take with them their money and the respect they had for them. So they kept a jealous eye on Him, like the murderous Saul did with David(1 Samuel 18:6-12). Isn't this awesome? How that a carpenter from a small town could cause so much fear among long established giants? Truly, as the apostle Paul declared in 2 Corinthians 12:9, God's power is made perfect in weakness. There is a reason for this. You see, for the glory of His name, God delights to show Himself strong in unfavorable conditions. The perfection of God's power in our time of weakness is what will win the war for the gospel in these evil times, times when the attitude of none believers towards the cause of righteousness is increasingly becoming hostile. In their love for the pleasures of sin, the wicked are increasingly striving to place the church in a weak position so that they can be free to do all the evil they want and justify it. "Therefore I will teach them--this time I will teach them my power and might. Then they will know that my name is the LORD," declares God in Jeremiah 16:21. This is a New Day for God's power. The good news is that the assurance of God's faithfulness in making His power available in time of need makes the Christians even bolder. Devils find themselves facing an enemy who is not only unafraid of them, but who also finds delight in preying on them. The devil and his demons are terrified of a person who doesn't like seeing them lounging in peace and undisturbed in their evil activities. So you should never allow the devil to draw against your advance a border line you cannot cross. Consider every territory he has as yours for the taking. Say to him as Jephthah declared to the Ammonites in Judges 11:24, "...whatever the LORD our God has given us, we will possess." Jephthah certainly had faith. Faith and boldness are twins. For boldness is ignited by faith. To that end, it is the faith of the David generation of Christians in the ability of the blood of Jesus to protect them from evil that will cause the Lord to pour out a spirit of boldness through the Holy Spirit.
 
       It is clear that it is the devil and his demons who should be terrified of us and not the other way round. This gives us a reason why we shouldn't be afraid of those men and women who are led by them. The bible tells us in Daniel 8:23 that the antichrist will be a stern-faced king. This is another way of saying he will be full of fury. He will be full of demonic rage. However, the bible does not tell us this in order to frighten us, but to warn the world that, because of its rejection of God, there will come a time when it will be ruled by one who is cruel. You must understand that the devil will have the power that he will exercise in the tribulation period only because that period will be given to him as an hour when he should rule. God will give him that hour in order to show man the difference being ruled by God and being ruled by the devil. Man, especially modern man, has rebelled against God as Satan did in heaven. However, it is not all men who have rebelled. And because God is just, He has set apart for Himself those who have not rebelled against Him. Indeed, God became man in Christ so that man might become a participator in the divine nature. Hence Colossians 2:10 could say to Christians: 'And you have been given fullness in Christ, who is Head over powers and principalities.' That means Jesus has no equal among principalities, either among those on the devil's side or those on God's. He is the Chief Prince among all chief princes. That includes the devil, for the bible calls him Beelzebub--that is, chief of demons. If Jesus is prince over the devil and his demons, it means the terror that Jesus inspires in the devil's kingdom you should also inspire. The mere sight of you should overwhelm demons. But it starts with a warrior spirit, the kind which David had. Hushai, his friend, when talking to Absalom, David's rebellious son, told him, "You know your father and his men; they are fighters, and as fierce as a wild bear robbed of her cubs. If he should attack your troops first, whoever hears about it will say, "There has been a slaughter among the troops who follow Absalom. Then even the bravest soldier, whose heart is like the heart of a lion will melt with fear, for all Israel knows that your father is a fighter and that those with him are brave"(2 Samuel 17:8a,9,10). Likewise, if you want to be called a person belonging to the David generation of Christians, then have the spirit which David had. Be like one among his brave men. Here is how 1 Chronicles 12:8 describes them: 'Their faces were the faces of lions, and they were as swift as gazelles in the mountains.' Your face should be like the face of a lion to a demon. And with the anointing of the David generation of Christians, it can be. Having said this, I would like to say, however, that you should never mistake sheer cruelty for spiritual viciousness. Don't be an unfriendly Christian. Some people are more serious than Jesus, so much so that, unlike Him, they scare away little children--even their own. Being overly serious does not make you more spiritual or more anointed. It just makes you bad company. Such an icy attitude misrepresents and makes Christianity look unattractive. It also makes you unattractive and pushes away potential mates in situations where one is single. It also drives away potential friends. Hence, an unfriendly face is a lonely face.
 
       Don't be like a snake. Snakes are lonesome creatures. Interestingly, in Revelation 12:7-9 the devil is called a snake. And Jesus said in Matthew 10:25 that members of a household can only be called by the name of the master of that house. So, in that regard the devil's demons can also be called snakes. This explains why Jesus said in Luke 10:19 that He had given Christians authority to trample on snakes. However, one can only trample on what is below him. Since the devil occupies a level of the heavenly realms which is below the levels we occupy as Christians, we do indeed trample on him and his other snakes. That is why when you address the devil, you should always point downwards.
 
    
 
   PURPOSE DRIVEN
 
      From all that we have learnt so far, we may now define the corporate purpose of the end time Christians. The purpose of the David generation of Christians is to remove the devil and his angels from the heavenly realms through prayer and establish the Lordship of Jesus Christ over the lives of many people in all the nations of the world through the uncompromised and fearless preaching of the gospel. This means every work in the churches we go to or run, other than works of charity, will have to do with aiming to effectively play a part in the fulfillment of this purpose. If we become rich, whether materially or in knowledge of the bible, it should not be for the sake of it, but to help the church to have the capability to reach as many lost souls as possible. The very visions, purposes and plans of our individual lives should find their identity as things inspired of God in the fact that they are meant to make a contribution to the fulfillment of this purpose. You going in the opposite direction as a church or as an individual should only mean you are out of the will God and are after selfish gains, like popularity and worldly pleasures. Do not misunderstand me! I am not saying Christians should lay aside the visions, purposes and plans which the Lord has given them individually and replace them with what I have defined above as the purpose of the David generation of Christians. That would not be biblical. What I am simply trying to point out is that they have this purpose as their meeting point. In other words, the Lord has designed the individual purposes of the people in the last day church in a way that makes a contribution to the fulfillment of this purpose.
 
       The existence of an unmistakable corporate purpose for the whole body of Christ in this day means that there has never been a more opportune moment for unity in the church than the time we are living in. So the Lord would have me give you this message from Him: 'If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete  by being like-minded,  having the same love,  being one in spirit and purpose'(Philippians 2:1-3). Genesis 11:6 shows us that when people have one mind, heart and spirit, nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them, especially if God is on their side. And in Psalm 133 David tells us that where there is unity God commands a blessing and an awesome corporate anointing. Together we will conquer the world, but divided we risk being conquered by the world. So there is no room for isolationistic tendencies. The power of agreement cannot be overstated. The bible tells us in Deuteronomy 32:30 that when we work together, more enemy forces are defeated than when one works alone. Allow me to illustrate my point by telling you a story which the youngest of my two sisters, Lister, narrated to me some years ago. When she told me the story, I laughed so much that my ribs ached. But though the story may seem funny, it has great lessons for the church in this day. My sister told me that when she was in her fifth grade, she was introduced to athletics for the first time at her school. To her surprise, she was chosen as one of the athletes who were to compete in the inter-schools athletics competition at a large stadium in our home city. But when they got to the stadium, they discovered that the competition had been changed to an inter-city athletic competition. That meant she and her school mates were no longer competing with other schools from the same city but against combined school teams from other cities. So she was drafted into the combined team of the schools in the local city. At the competition was a girl from another school in the city who was a champion runner. This girl, knowing that they were now in the same team and that my sister and another girl were hundred meters runners and not four hundred meters runners, came to give them tips on how to run the four hundred meters race, which they had been put into. She instructed them not to start the race on a fast pace. When she went away, my sister and this other girl begun to reason among themselves. "If we start the race on a slow pace," they said to each other, "this girl will triumph over us." Forgetting that they were now in the same team with the champion runner, they decided to go against her advice. Hence it was not a surprise that when they had begun their race they found themselves tired half-way through the race and by the time it was ending they were completely worn out and way behind others. As a consequence, they lost a lot of points for their team, even though the champion girl had won the race. My sister and her friend found themselves in that trap because they let the spirit of competition overrule the spirit of team work. However, my sister and her friend made that mistake because they were very young and did not know a lot about athletics. But they are many seasoned preachers and Christians who operate in the spirit of competition not because they don't know any better but because they are driven by selfish motives. And the result has been that, as in the case of my sister and her friend, their actions have negatively affected the rest of the team--in this case, the body of Christ. They have allowed themselves to be used by the devil as a door into the church, so that through that door he has been able to do a lot of harm to the church. That should not be the case. Division should have no place in God's house. The spirit of unity must be allowed to rule. For the sake of the church and for the cause of Christ, we must agree to co-exist. But we must also understand that agreement also means having no ill feelings or grudges towards one another. That means where there has once been strife there should be forgiveness.  When Jesus in Matthew 18:18-20 talked about His presence being where two or three would gather in His name, He was thinking of this kind of agreement. The preceding verses, 15-17, prove this. In these verses Jesus calls for forgiveness and reconciliation. May the David generation of Christians be a generation of reconciliation. The walls, even those that divided us a long time ago as a community of Christians, must come down. We must undress ourselves of the fleshly attitude of only looking out for our own interests and start looking out for the interests of Christ. Indeed, the question must be, "Have you received Christ as your Savior and Lord?" and not, "Which church do you belong to?"
 
       The message of the New Day should also not be a source of confrontations in the body of Christ. It should not be viewed by some sections of the church as a Pentecostal or Charismatic thing or a conspiracy against some churches. Neither should I be viewed by some as a person who wants to impose himself on the church with this message. My motives are as sincere as the heart of the message of this book. They are driven by a desire to see the church fulfill God's purposes for her in these last days. Surely, this should be apparent to you in the way I have written this book.
 
   


 
   
  
 




 
     ABUNDANT LIFE
 
    
 
    
 
   One of the reasons I was eager to write this book was to get rid of the ignorance about heaven, hell and the devil which exists in America and, generally, in most parts of the western world. I am often amazed when I listen to radio or television interviews and hear the views which people in the west have about the topics of heaven, hell and the devil. One thing I have noticed in these interviews is that the ignorance about these three topics is not only found among the ordinary folk in the streets but also among those who might be considered by the world as enlightened--that is, the scholarly. Unfortunately, the boundaries of ignorance among the scholarly go beyond those who have attained their academic honors in secular institutions but extend to those who have attained their's in religious education institutions--the very people from whom one would expect to get knowledge on such issues. It is sad to see how some theologians have abandoned the biblical definitions of the three topics and attempted to come up with their own. What makes it even more sad is that the definitions they have adopted are a product of the distorted views of none believers concerning the three topics. Hence, in this regard, the theologians are trying to learn from the people they should be teaching. But what exactly is the view of the unbelieving masses on the three topics?
 
    
 
   WHOSE BRAIN-CHILD IS THIS?
 
       Let us start with the subject of the devil. Many in the west think the devil is some fictitious character with two horns and a tail created by some imaginative person as a way of scaring little children. But from what we have learnt from the bible in this book, we can see that he is very real and vicious and very much capable of destroying a life. And he has brought to a destructive end countless millions of lives. In John 10:10 Jesus described the devil's trademarks in three words--theft, death and destruction. But in the same scripture He also described His own trademark--abundant life. This means Jesus is able to make your life enjoyable and worth living. However, in order for Him to bring to you abundant life, He first has to destroy that which the devil has established as his stronghold in your life. Indeed, 1 John 3:8 declares: .The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's works.' In other words, peace comes only when you defeat the destroyer or rob him of the means he uses to do his destructive work in your life. In John 16:33 Jesus told us to be cheerful. And the reason He gave for His refreshing advice was that He had overcome the world. In other words, He had overcome the prince of this world--the devil, the source of the world's strength and the rod of its fury. When the youthful David conquered Goliath the champion of the Philistines the confidence of the Philistines melted away before Israel's army and they took to their heels. In the same way, because the stronghold in which the world trusted--the devil--has been pulled down by Jesus, the world's strength has melted away before Christ's followers. Know this truth and your world will never be the same. Knowledge brings liberty to the righteous and to the victimized but terror to the wicked. It gives liberty to the victimized because their realization of the vulnerability of the wicked gives them the strength they need to fight back. It brings terror to the wicked because they realize that their weak spots have been exposed. Where it seems like it is the Christians who are on the run, it is only when there is lack of knowledge on their part, when they do not know the power they have over the devil. Suffice to say, lack of knowledge concerning the devil and the power you have over him can be dangerous. The devil will use your ignorance to exercise rights over your life which he does not have. He will lay claim to what belongs to you and rob you of it with your eyes wide open. If you are not careful, he may even rob you of the rest of the days which God has ordained for you. There have been many people in this world who have died when they shouldn't have. As the Lord declares in Hosea 4:6, "My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge." Hence, the wrong perceptions which some people in the west hold over the devil suit him just fine. He wouldn't like to have it any other way. For these perceptions enable him to hide his harmful schemes, thereby making him very dangerous. But the western world didn’t always hold the views over the devil that it now holds. The views were born out of people's fear of being branded uncivilized and out of touch with reality for believing in the existence of the devil. My advice to my brothers and sisters in the west is that they should stop clowning around with serious matters like the existence of the devil, for if they continue doing so they won't be able to escape his deadly fangs.
 
       There is another view of the devil which is held by some in the west who, strangely enough, call themselves Christians. That the devil is not a being but that part of man which is naturally inclined to doing and thinking wrong. Hence, the fight against the sinful nature is regarded by them as an attempt to conquer your personal devil. Some take this view further. They declare that the devil which Jesus battled and conquered on the cross was that evil side of man and, to that end, Jesus was battling against what they term as 'the devil in Him' since--so they reason--He was a man like us and faced the same temptations we face. This view sounds to me like an attempt to mutilate and deform the gospel. And those who are at the forefront of perpetuating such a distorted gospel--even writing books with the aim of convincing people of it and using it as a foundation on which to build their so-called churches--are not in any way Christians, even if they claim to be. Of such, the apostle Paul warned against in 2 Corinthians 11:13-15, when he wrote: 'Such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.' The lake of fire is the reward of imposters. Unfortunately, it is also the reward of those who follow them and approve their evil doctrines. So, if you are perpetuating or following those who are perpetuating this belief, repent of it so that you may escape hell. Receive Jesus Christ as your savior in truth this time.
 
       But what about heaven, what do people say about it? Well, there are those who say heaven is an idea created by the mind of man in an attempt to create on one's conscious some kind of assurance of life after death and, by so doing, take away the fear and grief that death brings on people. True, the thought of we or our loved ones experiencing a good after-life in a blissful and peaceful place does have the effect of numbing the impact of death to a great extent. Indeed, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 5:1-11 shows this. Here the apostle Paul uses the prospect of a peaceful and joyous life in heaven to comfort Christians over their loss. But that does not give support to the notion that heaven is a human invention. It only proves that the Christian scriptures acknowledge and testify to the existence of heaven. But how then do we explain the existence of the concept of heaven in other religions of the world? Surely it cannot be mere coincidence?
 
       Here is the answer: It is an attempt by the devil to spread the frontier of spiritual warfare beyond the reach of the arms of the gospel in the hope of taking the victory and attention away from God and His good gifts. In other words, the devil has created fictitious heavens to attract people away from the true heaven. Remember that the devil and his demons were once residents of the true heaven and, hence, have always known about its existence. Remember also that the devil and his demons inhabit the whole earth. So, knowing about the existence of the true heaven, they have planted the idea of heaven in many cultures. To give some kind of authenticity to their fake heavens, they have also planted the idea of hell, having been to hell themselves. By doing this they are hoping to create many ways of getting to heaven so that people would be confused about which way was the right one, and so create a situation in which there was a greater possibility of one taking the wrong path than the right one. It is a trick which the devil uses in many of his evil activities. He often has an alternative for whatever God does, says or offers. When God opens a door, the devil opens many others in order to confuse and prevent one from taking God's and the blessings there of. It happens even in situations where one is looking for a marriage partner. When God is bringing into the limelight the person He has purposed for your life partner the people who some time back thought you were some kind of cockroach will start treating you like an angel of God. People who in the past would never have given you thirty seconds of their time will begin to make passes at you. If you ever find yourself in such a situation, do not allow your sudden surge of popularity intoxicate and cause you to choose a person God has not chosen for you. Let your judgment of the right partner be sober. If you have to enter a door, make sure it is the right one. Let it not be a prison door camouflaged by beauty or fancy outward appearances. Likewise, be wary of heavens in which everlasting sexual contentment is offered as reward. It is just the devil trying to dress up hell with a luring picture, just like people whom God has not chosen for your marriage partner may try to entice you with sexual temptation or money. Don't listen to people who advocate for another heaven apart from that which the Christian God offers. They fill you with false hopes. Don't hope for rest in false dreams of a joyful future, for they will turn your future into an eternal nightmare. Hell is not a pleasure resort but a torture chamber.
 
    
 
   STOP THAT ALIEN! 
 
      In these last days there is also another deception which the devil is using to draw men’s attention away from God. It is the so-called U.F.O. sightings. Such sightings are nothing more than demonic deception and the aliens are demons themselves. One thing that separates angels from man is that, unlike man, angels have a natural ability to transform and create virtual images in a way that seems real. Indeed, the bible is full of narratives in which God uses angels to create visions so as to explain something to man(see the book of Ezekiel). Now, the bible tells us in Romans 11:29 that God's gifts are without repentance. To this end, when He threw the devil and his angels out of heaven, God did not take away from them this ability to transform and create virtual images. In fact, this is the gift which is used a lot in magic shows to create illusions(I'm not talking about optical illusions). It is also used in situations where it is claimed that a person who had died years ago had been seen alive by someone. Here the demons simply take on the image of the dead person to fool people. This should be an eye opener for those who love consulting mediums. In 1 Samuel chapter 28 the bible tells us of a story in which Saul, the first king of Israel, resorted to consulting a medium when the Lord would not answer his prayers. We read here that the woman he consulted brought up the prophet Samuel, who proceeded to condemning him to a destructive end. The reality was that the person the medium brought up was not Samuel. It was a demon. Now, people get confused here because of the words which the fake Samuel spoke. He seemed to utter words from God and these were actually fulfilled. However, what people forget is that Saul had already set his life on a destructive path. Hence, anybody would have prophesied about his destructive end without hearing from God and been right. As Galatians 6:7-8 tells us: 'Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that sinful nature will reap destruction...' Saul was, clearly, a victim of his own doing. The devil simply took advantage of Saul's evil desires to put in him on a path of destruction. Don't allow in your life any desires that will connect you to person who will set your life on a path of destruction.
 
       Likewise, don't let the devil's scare tactics put you on such a path. Christians need not be afraid of any reported sightings of aliens, even as the heathen are. 'This is what the LORD says: "Do not learn the ways of the nations or be terrified by signs in the sky, though the nations are terrified by them"'(Jeremiah 10:2). The reason the devil wants man to think that other intelligent being exist even on other planets in the universe is because he wants to put in man's mind doubts about the biblical version of creation and so drive a wedge between man and God. The bible places man at the center of the universe but the enemy seeks to strip him of this special place. The devil is jealous of the honor which God has placed on man. But this jealous did not begin in recent times. It begun at the foundation of the earth.
 
    
 
   GOD BUILDS A HOUSE FOR HIS CHILDREN
 
       One eternity moment, an exiting thought flashed through God's mind and lingered on. It was a thought inspired by His desire to love." He thought of creating children for Himself. But firstly, He recognized that He needed to prepare a place where they would be accommodated. So He formulated the earth and the universe in the heavenly realms(Genesis 1:1). In this sense, the heavenly realms were like a table on which God was draughting a plan for the house He wanted to build for His children. However, it was a draughting table with a big difference. For there the drawings appeared exactly as they would in reality. It was a kind of virtual reality draughting space and in which that which had been draughted actually existed. When the bible talks about God laying a foundation for the earth, this is what it means. The earth in the heavenly realms was the foudation of the earth in the physical realm. Chief angels sung and the rest of the angels shouted for joy as God was formulating the earth and the universe in the heavenly realms(Job 38:4-7). But there was one chief angel who was not singing in the sincerely and neither were his followers shouting with true joy. This was because he and his followers were not pleased about God's plans to create children for Himself. Jealous over God acquiring more worshipers and the beauty of what He was proposing to do for them haunted this chief angel. In his jealousy he began to make plans to entice what would be the new creation to his side, just as he had secretly, or so he thought, managed to entice one third of the angelic population to his side. What this chief angel did not realize was that God knew what he was doing in secret. He also knew that his worship was not coming from a sincere heart but from pretending lips. Hence, his singing was like noise to His ears and his presence like dirt to His eyes. When God could no longer stand the noise and environmental pollution of His house, He threw out the devil and his followers.
 
       However, there was nowhere else the devil and his angel could go. So they landed on the formulated earth in the heavenly realms. This brought about darkness and confusion to the earth. We read in Genesis 1:2: 'Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.' The proof that this scripture is talking about evil coming to the earth can be seen from 1 John 1:5, which tells us that there is no darkness in God but only light, and from 1 Corinthians 14:33, which tells us that the Lord is not a God of disorder but of order. If there is no darkness and disorder in God, it would then follow that whatever He does or creates should be void of such things. Strangely enough, that is not the picture we get when we look at the earth in Genesis 1:2. Clearly, the explanation for such a strange state of affairs can only be that the devil, the originator of darkness and confusion, was responsible for it. But God moved quickly to bring order to the earth. Genesis 1:3 tells us: 'And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.' God's light made the earth visible, by translating it from the invisible heavenly realms into what we now call the physical realm. 'By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible," declares the NKJV in Hebrews 11:3. Ephesians 5:13-14 also tells us: '...everything exposed by light becomes visible, for it is light that makes everything visible.' The light that God spoke not only exposed the earth as a planetary body but also exposed the devil and his followers and the darkness they had brought with them. God proceeded to remove the devil and his demons and, along with them, the darkness they had brought from the earth(Genesis 1:4). He did this by creating a place for them, which He called hell, where He planned to imprison them until the day he would come to judge them(2 Peter 2:4). In speaking about the force He had to use to catch and throw them into hell, Job 26:12-13; 9:13 and Psalm 74:13-14 declare: '...by his wisdom he cut Rahab to pieces...his hand pierced the gilding serpent...even the cohorts of Rahab coward at his feet. It was you who split open the sea by your power; you broke open the heads of the monster in the waters. It was you who crushed the heads of Leviathan and gave him as food to the creatures of the desert.' Rahab and Leviathan are two other names of the devil. His cohorts or heads are his angels. The desert creatures to which he is said to have been fed are actually the horrors of hell, which in other parts of the bible are referred to as the worm. We can see from this that hell was not created for man but for the devil and his demons. But because man sinned also, God had no choice but to extend it to accommodate him as well(Isaiah 5:14-15). When you think about it, hell makes sense. For one cannot reject the honey comb and yet at the same time expect to enjoy the sweet honey oozing out of it. If a person rejects God, he also rejects His goodness. That means such a person chooses to live in a place that is void of God and of His good things. And the only place where God and His goodness do not exist is hell. The reality of a hell may make sense, but that of a person choosing hell certainly doesn't. Why choose eternal pain and despair over eternal peace and joy? Man is a product of God's loving heart. Hence, God does not take pleasure in seeing people going to hell. The devil, in all his tricks to drive a wedge between God and man, has never managed to wipe out God's love for man. In fact, his attempts to do so have only served to show the world the depth of God's love for mankind. "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life"(John 3:16). If you are a sinner, a person who has yet to receive Jesus Christ as Savior, He is calling out to you to accept Him now. Christ is also scanning the earth for people He can use to preach the gospel. If He knocks at your door, don't say, "No," to Him. Help Him to rescue people from the path that goes to hell, where, as Jesus put it, the worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.
 
    
 
   THE FIRST AND GREATEST RESTORER
 
       Now, after He had removed the devil and his demons from the earth and locked them up in hell, God set about restoring the earth's environment. He repaired the atmosphere and put back the waters into their rightful places(Genesis 1:9-10; Psalm 104:5-9). That is what Job 26:12-13 refers to when it says that by His power God chained up the sea and by His breath the skies became fair. The bible speaks of another day when God will need to restore the earth again--the millennium period. You see, the period preceding the millennium period, which is the tribulation period, will see people's hatred for one another becoming so great that they will literally eliminate one another from the earth with nuclear, biological and chemical weapons. The prophet Jeremiah prophesied: "I looked at the earth, and it was formless and empty; and at the heavens, and their light was gone. I looked at the mountains, and they were quaking; all the hills were swaying. I looked, and there were no people; every bird from the skies had flown away"(Jeremiah 4:23-25). That day will put the achievements that environmentalists will have made to the fire. The scene of a darkened moon and sun which Isaiah 13:9-12 pictures shows the extent to which the earth's environment will be destroyed. In fact, the destruction will be so great as to warrant divine punishment for its causers. Revelation 11:15-18 tells us how that at the blowing of the last trumpet--marking the transition period from the tribulation period to the millennium--God will destroy those who will have destroyed the earth. Isn't it interesting, though, how similar to that described in Genesis 1:2 is the scene which is described in Jeremiah 4:23-25. History will be repeating itself and the devil will be the culprit again, with the difference this time being that he will be using people. Clearly, the devil is a demolition expert. Everything he touches gets destroyed. The devil is by nature not a builder. If he tells you that he is building something, just take a closer look at what he claims to be building. You will find something wrong with it somewhere. For example, if he promises marriage to a single person, it will be at the cost of another marriage or godly relationship. He will destroy a relationship ordained by God to give you a marriage partner. In Zambia we call that a love coup d’état. However, a love coup d’état is an appointment with the judgment of God(see Micah 2:1-3). In heaven the devil attempted a coup d’état against God but only ended up earning himself an appointment with the judgment of God. But the devil never learns. Indeed, in the tribulation period he will try again. He will try to displace the Lord as God of the earth. However, he will fail again. But the rule of the devil in the tribulation period will be a testimony of how that the devil cannot be trusted with the earth or anything else. Don't entrust your life in the arms of the devil. He will only destroy it. To get married to a person is to give your life to that person. So you should make sure that you can trust that person with your life before you get married to him or her. Otherwise you may get married to a person who will only end up destroying your life with the thorns of infidelity and abuse and spoil your sweet spirit. An abusive or tormenting marriage can turn your orange heart into a lemon one. It can replace the sweetness in your heart with bitterness, so that what comes out of it harms people and destroys relationships instead of building them. Don't allow the devil to harness your mouth to the destruction of other people and their God-given gifts. Now, when the devil has been captured and removed from the earth at the end of the tribulation period, God will begin to restore what will have been destroyed on earth. At the very beginning of the millennium period, the Lord will restore the earth's environment and make it better than it is even now. 'The desert and the patched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert. The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow,' declares Isaiah 35:1-2,6-7. The Lord is a God of restoration. He reclaims hope out of what seems to be a dead situation and restores life to it.
 
    
 
   WHEN THE BARREN BECOME FRUITFUL
 
       When the Lord restores your life, it becomes fruitful. When the earth was restored at the beginning, it was ready to propagate. Indeed, after He had restored it, God caused it to produce vegetation, which included seed and fruit bearing plants(Genesis 1:11-13). Are you a person who entrusted your life in the arms of someone who only ended up harming you? Are you seeking to start a new relationship after having ended an abusive or tormenting one? Well, if you haven't yet been restored from your past disappointments and pain, know that the relationship you are seeking to start will not culminate into a good marriage. Your life will not bear that good fruit because your past will always undermine your love. So, before you go any further with your plans, get rid of the luggage of past bitter experiences you are carrying. In other words, forgive the person who hurt you and ask the Lord to restore you. Only when you are restored will you not use words that harm and turn your new partner against you. It is a matter of not allowing the past to rob you of the joy that could be yours.
 
       Now, in this New Day the world will see the Lord recreating missing and damaged organs of people and raising many from the dead. These miracles of restoration will spread through many nations and cause the church to grow very rapidly. As the Lord declares in Isaiah 54:1-3 and 49:20-21 to the church, "Sing, O barren woman, you who never bore a child; burst into song, shout for joy, you who were never in labor; because more are the children of the desolate woman than of her who has a husband...Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do not hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes. For you will spread out to the right and to the left; your descendants will dispossess nations and settle in the desolate cities. The children born during your bereavement will yet say in your hearing, "This place is too small for us; give us more space to live in.' Then you will say in your heart, 'Who bore me these? I was bereaved and barren; I was exiled and rejected. Who brought these up? I was left all alone, but these--where have they come from?'" In other words, the restoration miracles in this day will remove the spiritual barrenness of the church and make her very fruitful in her evangelistic efforts. She will be so fruitful that pastors will literally be forced to build or move to bigger meeting places. So great will be the joy of those original members who will have been wrestling in prayer in support of their pastors and congregations in time when it seemed like the churches' growth would be stifled for ever. They will be comforted by the explosion of growth because their hard service will have been rewarded. True to the fact, this is the message the Lord has for the church in America and in the rest of the world today. He says do not be discouraged by past failures to win people to Christ, for the time has come when He is going before you with miracles that will make it easy for you to win them. 'This is what the LORD says: "Restrain your voice from weeping and your eyes from tears, for your work will be rewarded," declares the LORD'(Jeremiah 31:16). The time for struggling is over. The harvest is ripe. Go in and reap. "Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you"(Isaiah 60:1).
 
       Taking about shining, on the fourth day of His creation work, God spoke the universe from the heavenly realms--with all its other stars and sun--into the visible realm(Genesis 1:14-19). On the fifth day, He created aquatic life and on the sixth day He created animals that live on the ground and the crown of His creation--man. On the seventh day, God rested from all His Creation work(Genesis 2:13).
 
    
 
   HIDING PLACE
 
       Now, the bible pictures Leviathan not only as a serpent but also as a crocodile. Job 41:15-17 speaks of him having scales of a crocodile. In Ezekiel chapter 29 the name of that crocodile is said to be Pharaoh. Pharaoh in the bible is a picture of the devil and Egypt the place of his rule--which is the sinful world. The crocodile loves to swim. Rivers and streams are its home. Similarly, the devil has an obsession with bodies of water, although not for any mistaken love for water sports. You will notice from the scriptures talking about his capture that he and his angels went under the sea, so that God had to split the waters to capture them. The devil thought he could hide from God's Spirit who was hovering over the waters. But, as David acknowledged in Psalm 139:7-12, there is no distance far enough, no height high enough and no depth deep enough that one should manage to hide from the presence of God's Spirit. Strangely enough, even with all the experiences he went through, the devil has still not learnt this lesson. He is still using the seas as his hiding place. Psalm 104:24-26 declares that Leviathan florics in the sea. There under the seas the devil meets wizards, sorcerers and some of those who are leaders on earth to plot against the anointed Jesus and His followers. 'Why do the nations conspire and the people plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their stand against his Anointed One. The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the LORD scoffs at them. "Woe to those who go to great depths to hide their plans from the LORD, who do their work in darkness and think, "Who sees us? Who will know?" You turn things upside down, as if the potter were thought to be like the clay! Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, "He did not make me."? Can a pot say to the potter, "He knows nothing"?"'(Psalm 2:1,2,4; Isaiah 29:15-16). There is a lesson to be learnt here for those casting out demons. Sometimes demons hide themselves in a person in order to give the impression that they have been cast out, so that the one casting them out may stop doing so. If you find yourself in a situation where you don't know whether a demon has been cast out or not, inquire of the Holy Spirit, for no devil can hide from Him. Only He can tell you whether or not the demon has been cast out. In fact, in relation to this, if you are not very knowledgeable about how demons operate, it is a mistake for you to get information about the demon in a person from the demons themselves. The demons will only lie to you or tell you half truths in order to stop you from casting them out. Get the information you need from the Holy Spirit. Remember that the Holy Spirit knows more about the devil than what the devil knows about himself. Many Christians make the mistake of getting all the information from demons because they have misunderstood the scripture in which it is recorded that Jesus asked the demons to identity themselves. What they forget is that the demons knew who He was and that He knew them and, hence, there was no point in them hiding from Him. But you are not Jesus. You are not all knowing. You need to get information from the One who is all knowing, the Spirit of God.
 
       In Matthew 10:24-28 Jesus told His followers that because God values their lives, He would disclose to them what the devil and his servants would plot against them in their hiding places so that they would avoid being overtaken by these plots. The Lord is always looking out for your safety. I am reminded of an encounter I had with the Lord some three years after I was born again. One night, at around 03:00 hrs, I woke up to the most awesome sight I had ever seen. A series of two eyes entered through a closed window into my room as if to go across it from my left to my right, only to turn and start to come towards me. As they headed towards me and stopped above me, I could see that they were looking at me intently. Then suddenly, they disappeared. The funny thing was that all this was happening in darkness and yet I could see the eyes clearly. I could even see that as they were moving across the room they seemed to create at the rear of the series an effect as you would see on a photograph of fast moving object, a sort of blurred appearance at its rear. There was no doubt that I was actually seeing all this, for I was wide awake. Later on, the Lord confirmed to me that what I had seen was real and led me to Psalm 121. Clearly, the Lord had given me the privilege of seeing His eyes watching over me at such an odd hour to assure me that He is always watching over me, even when I am asleep. I have not given you this testimony so that you may esteem me highly for having seen the One who see me. No, I am no different from you. I am only seeking to encourage you with this testimony to stand firm in the day of evil. I would like you to realize that God never takes His eyes off of you for a moment, whether during the day or night. The Holy Spirit is always watching over you if you are a Christian. What I actually saw that night was the Holy Spirit. Zechariah chapter 4 confirms this. The Holy Spirit is the eyes of God. Now consider this promise from the word of God: "...the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him"(2 Chronicles 16:9). Isn't this a wonderful promise?
 
      Clearly, your life is precious to God. Indeed, Jesus said in Matthew 10:29-31, "Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. And even the very hairs of your heard are numbered. So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows." God is not like the devil, who treats people like a host of flies, killing them en masse without a care. The devil is by nature a mass murderer. But so will the antichrist be. He will also treat people like flies and carry out mass murders at leisure. His disregard for the value of human life will become evident to the European Union and it will seek to stop him from destroying many more lives than he will have already destroyed. On the third and final encounter between it and the kingdom of the antichrist, it will be the first to launch an attack. It will be hoping to weaken the antichrist's kingdom before he could launch another attack on it. But this pre-emptive strike on the antichrist's kingdom will fail to achieve its intended goal. In fact, it will make things even worse. For, in retaliation against the European Union, the antichrist will also invade many other nations, including Israel--where he will set up camp on the temple mount(Daniel 11: 40-43,45). At that time, having overwhelmed the European Union and gained control of other nations, he will seem unbeatable, and it will seem so to him. But the Lord will not give him the pleasure of destroying many more lives. He who watches over Israel will rouse Himself like a warrior to fight against the antichrist. At that time He will plunge the antichrist's kingdom into darkness by pouring out his wrath on it. On hearing of it, and knowing that he is in trouble with the Creator, he shall set out in rage to destroy many more lives(Daniel 11:14). However, it will be too late for him, as there in Israel the Lord will pour out His wrath on him and the nations he will be with. Thus the Lord Himself, not man, will handle the antichrist and his forces. The following scriptures confirm this: Daniel 8:25; Ezekiel 38:17-23; Isaiah 29:5-8; Joel 3:9-17; Revelation 16:17-21 and 2 Thessalonians 2:8.
 
    
 
   THE ORIGINS OF SIN AND TEMPTATION
 
       Now, the presence of Leviathan in the seas presents us with a paradox. If the devil was locked up in hell by God at the beginning, then who is the Leviathan that is roaming the seas today? Well, the story of the devil's rebellion doesn't end with his capture during the creation of the earth. How do I know that? Well, God in His wisdom hid the story of the devil's rebellion against Him in the story of the rebellion of Absalom against his father, King David(see 2 Samuel chapters 15). Absalom is in many ways a type of the Lucifer. Contrast what 2 Samuel 14:25-26 says about him with what Ezekiel 28:12-15 says about Lucifer. Hence the perilous path that Absalom took is the same one Lucifer took before the foundations of the earth. Like Absalom did his father David, when rebelling against God Lucifer accused Him of being unjust and, in that regard, forcing His rule on others. This is the lie which he spread among the angels and which a third of them believed. His false accusations were what earned him the names Satan and Devil. Satan means accuser and devil means slanderer. God wanted to show the two sides of the angelic population that He is a just God and does not impose Himself on anyone. So he took advantage of man's free will to prove this point. To this end, after creating him, God put before man two trees. He placed them in the Garden of Eden along with man. One of the trees was known as the tree of life and the other was called the tree of knowing good and evil(Genesis 2:9). These two trees represented two kinds of wisdom. The tree of life represented divine wisdom while the tree of knowing good and evil represented worldly wisdom--whose  origin is the devil. After He had placed the two trees in the Garden of Eden, God appealed to man not to follow worldly wisdom. He warned him against eating fruit from the tree of knowing good and evil(Genesis 2:16-17). Concerning the tree of life, He made no restrictions. That meant man was free to eat from it. The same can be said about the fruits of the Holy Spirit--that is, love, joy, peace, patience, gentleness, goodness, faithfulness and self-control. Galatians 5:22-23 tells us that against such fruits there is no law. Indeed, it is not a sin for a relationship involving a married couple, courtship partners or friends to be full of joy. If there is a person who speaks against you for being excited when you are with your marriage partner, your fiancé or  friend, know that the reason is most likely to be jealousy. Such a person is an advocate for the devil, whether he or she likes it or not, for the devil hates to see a good and harmonious relationship. He will try to destroy any such relationship when he comes across it. We will see in this passage how he ruffled the waters of harmony between God and man so as to rob God of the joy that a parent feels when he or she sees his or her child walking a blameless path. After He had made His appeal, God then released Satan from hell so that he could argue for his wisdom also and leave it to man to decide which of the two he wanted. In all this God dealt fairly. Even man himself was not at a disadvantage. The devil was not given any rights to force man. If man said, "No," to the devil, the enemy was going to be picked up immediately and taken back to hell. There was to be no second chance for the devil. The devil wasted no time to make his appeal. However, he did not go as the fallen angel that he is. Instead he hid himself in a snake. Take note! The devil does not come in person to tempt people, for he knows that they would reject him if they knew who he was. Instead he uses someone or something. Beauty is his favorite hiding place for his temptations. Behind that handsome or beautiful person or glittering object you are losing your head over may be the devil. 'Do not lust in your heart after her beauty or let her captivate you with her eyes, for the prostitute reduces you to a loaf of bread, and the adulteress preys upon your very life'(Proverbs 6:25-26). Temptation devours those who play around with it. Even a pussy cat with the grace of a peacock can turn into a vicious lion in a flash of a moment. Eve made the fatal mistake of playing around the tree of knowing good and evil. The devil took advantage of her presence there to tempt her into eating its fruit. Genesis 3:6 tells us that when Eve looked at its fruit, it looked pleasing to her eyes. The snake itself was something to behold. With such great length standing on legs, it must have looked graceful as it walked. It was the perfect camouflage for the devil. Perhaps if Eve had realized the character of the being she was talking to she would have said, "No," to the devil's suggestion that she eats of the fruit of the tree of knowing good and evil so that she can become like God. Sadly, she did not and fell for the deception. Later she would repeat the devil's words to Adam and cause him to eat of it also. So man fell and the relationship between him and God was dealt to big blow. However, what seemed like defeat for God was in fact victory for Him. For by letting man make the choice that he made freely, God proved that He does not force Himself on anyone. The sad thing about rejecting God, though, is that it has consequences. Indeed, that was the case in the Garden of Eden. As God sat on His throne in heaven, he began to miss His children, the man and woman in the Garden of Eden. He looked at Eden and saw that it was in the cool of the day there. The conditions were perfect for a stroll in the garden with the man and his wife. So He decided to pay them a visit. But what awaited Him in the garden was not all what He would have liked. The bible tells us that when the man and woman had eaten the fruit from the tree of knowing good and evil, they discovered that they were naked. As a result, they hid from God when they heard Him coming for a visit(Genesis 3:8-10). And when God called out to Adam, the man responded by saying he was naked and couldn't come out. Then God knew what had happened. When God asked Adam why he had eaten the fruit which He had commanded him not to, the man put the blame on his wife. When Eve herself was confronted over the sin, she put the blame on the snake. But both were cursed for their sin. The blame game did not help them at all. It is the habit of many people to blame others for every sin they commit. Some blame God and others go as far as blaming the rain. But most, like Eve did, blame the devil. True, the devil was the origin of man's first temptation, and he still tempts people today. But the reality was that, by showing undue interest in the tree of knowing good and evil, man made himself vulnerable to temptation. The devil is very good at taking notice of man's weaknesses. He is quick to pick us words and tendencies that express fleshly desires and to take advantage of them for his own evil ends. Always keep in mind the reality that sin is usually as a result of the voluntary decisions of our hearts. Indeed, your heart is either your best defense or your worst loophole. If its desires are good, you will overcome temptations, but if they are evil, your chances of overcoming temptations are slim. As James 1:13-15 declares: "When tempted, no-one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full grown, gives birth to death.' The good news is that in Christ Jesus those whose desires are good find the wisdom and strength they need to overcome temptation. As 1 Corinthians 10:13 tells us: 'No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.' The sad news, on the other hand, is that those whose desires are evil are overcome by temptation even when Christ makes His wisdom and strength available to them. This explains why grace works for some people but doesn't work for others. Wrong desires make grace of no effect, but good desires cause it to work for your benefit. People who are bent on satisfying their evil desires simply ignore divine providence. Isn't it interesting to note that though there was a tree in the garden concerning which God had made no restrictions and which was to the benefit of man--the tree of life--Eve chose to ignore it and instead was found showing interest in the forbidden tree. It is like some people leave their wives or husbands at home to fool around with people they are not married to. These days there are even people who say infidelity strengthens one's marriage. It is amazing what deception man can come up with in his attempts to justify his sinful cravings. In the same way, the devil made sure that he deceived man in such a way that his fleshly wisdom sounded like the wisdom of God. Doesn't that sound familiar? Today we have demonic doctrines and human philosophies being masqueraded as wisdom from above. Such wisdoms offer nothing but unattainable hope. Eve certainly never got a wisdom as of God which she was promised.
 
       It turned out that the knowledge which God had of good and evil had nothing to do with His wisdom, but the sad experience of what happens when waters of goodness are disturbed by evil. You see, in all creation, heavenly and physical, nothing exists which God did not plan for. From the tree to the chair you may be sitting on and from the ore in the ground to the car you could be owning, all have their origin in God. But there is one thing which God never planned for and whose origin is not in Him. That thing is evil, and the products there of. Until the day Lucifer sinned against Him, God had never known what evil was and the pain which it causes. He didn't even know what pain was until He was betrayed by the very angels He created and loved. Clearly, the inventor or father of sin is the devil. Indeed, Jesus alluded to this in John 8:44, when He said to those who were opposing Him, "You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the very beginning, not holding on to the truth, for there is no truth in Him. When He lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies." However, Satan's invention of sin is no credit to his geniusness. For to sin or come up with something evil one only has to do the opposite of what God does or desires to be done. Sin is simply rebellion against God and his ordained ways. Hence, an evil genius is simply a self-deceived fool. Such a one is a self-deceived fool because he sets sets himself on a perilous path. Woe to those who boast of the cunningness of the evil they have planned for others. Their end is destruction. Now, when evil was not in existence, good had no identity. It was just presumed as existence, for everything that existed was good. This story was true also for man and the earth. Man had never known what it meant to be sick or in pain. And the environment in which he was placed had goodness for its identity. For when He had finished creating the earth, God declared everything He had created as being good(Genesis 1:31). But, as a result of eating the fruit from the tree of knowing good and evil, decay crept into the earth and man became a victim of disease and pain. And God would later say, "The man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil"(Genesis 3:22a). Not only that, but when man sinned, he also gave the devil the right to have some of his angels released from hell--and he shall be allowed to release some more just before the tribulation period(Revelation 9:1-9). As a result, darkness and confusion filled the earth again. The presence of sin and decay on earth meant that man was in danger of living in eternal pain and under the oppression of the devil and his demons. However, God had foreseen the events of the Garden of Eden even before the foundation of the earth. He wouldn't let Himself be surprised this time. To this end, He had prepared a plan to redeem man and creation from sin and decay. He planned to use the same force He had used the first time He drove out darkness and its originator from the earth--His light. But this time around, since man was now on the earth, God planned to take His light and clothe it with the flesh of man before sending it to earth. That light is Jesus Christ(John 1:1-14). Only the death of the Son of God would redeem man from sin and decay. However, that meant man was not to be allowed to eat from the tree of life and live for ever. For the Son of God would not be able to die if the form to which his flesh was to be likened would become immortal. And if the Son of God was not able to die, man would be doomed to live in pain and separated from God for ever. In the tribulation period, God will let man know how it would have felt to live in pain and with no hope of relief for ever. Revelation 9:3-6 tells us that there shall come upon the earth at that time a period of five months in which there will be a disease so painful that men will seek death as relief. However, the bible tells us that death shall flee from them. This pain which is so extreme that a person would prefer death to it and yet the same time not find it is what God sought to avoid for man in the garden of Eden because of His love and compassion for him. So it was that God chased man out of the garden so that he would not be able to eat from the tree of life and live for ever in sin and pain(Genesis 3:22-24). As we read in Romans 8:20-21: 'Creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in the hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.' Although this freedom from decay will reach perfection in heaven, and it has for those who have died as true Christians and gone to heaven, Christians have the privilege of enjoying it in part here on earth through the divine health and healing which are in Christ. Romans 8:11 tells us: 'And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through the Spirit who lives in you.' This means, through the Spirit's resurrection power, Christ has become for us the tree of life for our health and eternity. You don't have to be sickly any more. Jesus can set you free from a life of bondage to sickness and disease. He can give you abundant health. However, it would be of no profit to you if you get healed physically only to find yourself in hell, where what God sought to avoid for man in the Garden of Eden will be a living reality. Seek physical health, we must; but even better is the pursuit of spiritual health. Indeed, Jesus Himself made this point clear in His conversation with the masses who witnessed His miracle of fish and bread. "Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval," He said to them in John 6:27. And in verse 28 and 29 of the same chapter the bible tells us: 'Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?" Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent." Physical health, good as it is, is but only for a short time--the time of your life on earth. But spiritual health is for eternity. So you must believe in Jesus Christ as your Savior. Interestingly, man, being the rebellious being that he is, is always trying to find a way around God to get back to the tree of life. In other words, these days men speak of attaining eternal life through genetic modification. They speak of a time when genetic engineering will stop aging in people and enable their bodies to be immune to disease. But the reality is that man will never find a way back into the Garden of Eden by His own effort. As long as sin exists in creation so will decay and death.
 
       Now, the fact that Jesus has become the tree of life means that man today has the same choices he had in the Garden of Eden. He can either choose worldly wisdom by serving the devil or divine wisdom by serving Christ. We better not make the same mistake which Eve made. For our situation is more dangerous. Where as Eve did not lose eternal life when she sinned, we stand a chance of doing so if we reject God. Indeed, there is no second chance for those who reject God this time around. For, as Hebrews 9:27 tells us: '...man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment.' One mistake we should never make is to think of ourselves as being better than Eve. We should learn from her mistakes and not merely condemn her. There are many who, in their arrogant self-righteousness, condemn her. They say if it had been them, they would not have listened to the serpent. Yet each day that passes they agree with that ancient serpent called the devil in their actions and words. They speak against Eve because they fail to appreciate the situation in which she found herself. You must realize that Eve had no idea what deception was until she was deceived by the serpent. She mistook the devil's lie for truth because she lived in an environment where lies had previously been none existent. Hence, in many ways, our situation is a lot better. For, having lived in an environment where sin abounds, we know what deception is--or, at least, we should. Sadly, we keep falling prey to the devil's wiles. Yet we have the audacity to claim to be better than Eve. 'So give yourselves humbly to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. And when you draw close to God, He will draw close to you. Wash your hands, oh sinners, and fill your hearts with God alone to make them pure and true to Him. Let there be tears for the wrongs you have done. Let there be sorrow and sincere grief. Let there be sadness instead of laughter and gloom instead of joy. Then you will feel your worthlessness before the Lord, He will lift you up, encourage and help you'(James 4:7-10 paraphrased epistles). In other words, do not delight in self-righteousness; delight in the grace found in Christ's righteousness. For the appeal which God makes for His wisdom today is in the form of the gospel of His grace, what His Son Jesus Christ did on the cross for man. On the other hand, the appeal which the devil makes for his wisdom is through the pleasures of the world, hollow and deceptive philosophies and demonically inspired religious teachings. But these tools are not new. The devil has used them from the time man was chased out of the Garden of Eden. And man has sought to know the meaning of life and find God through these repackaged tools, for the devil has deceived him into believing that they are the paths by which God can be found. Before the gospel came, man wandered around with no hope of finding God. Then, at Calvary, a lay of light broke through the darkness in which man had found himself lost and trapped. And God chose the message of Calvary as the guiding light to the way that leads to Him. "For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe," 1 Corinthians 1:21 tells us. Indeed, the gospel is the ultimate solution or remedy to the ills of the world and the end of man's search for peace and God. Are you searching for relief from troubles through wrong methods? Are you searching for God in the deceitful beliefs of false religions? It is time to stop and rethink your strategy. If something will not work, try something else. Try the gospel. For in the gospel you will find the way that leads to God. That way is a person and His name is Jesus Christ. He Himself declared in John 14:6, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father except through me." Jesus Christ is the road to abundant life, even life eternal.
 
    
 
   FREE WILL
 
       Now, I have heard some people say that humans are just porns in a game between God and the devil. That their destiny has already been decided, that God creates some people for destruction and others for eternal life. People who say this even quote or, to be more truthful, misquote scripture, particularly Romans 9:21-23, to support their misconception. The reality is that people decide their own destiny. If the bible seems like it sounds otherwise, it is only because people who say so do not know the scriptures or the power of God. What makes it sound as such to such people is because people haven't realized that before creating man and the earth God took a walk through time to find who would come to serve Him and who would not. Then He apportioned each person's destiny according to what He had seen in the walk. God has seen and been where you are and where you are going. This is how we come to understand why He chose Judas Iscariot as the one to betray Jesus. When Jesus said in John 17:12 that He had lost none of His disciples except the one doomed to destruction so that scripture should be fulfilled, He did not mean that Judas was created for the purpose of treachery and destruction. God had known before Judas was conceived the course which his heart would take and, accordingly, chose him for the position of one to betray Jesus. God treats everybody according to the attitude of his or her heart. You are and will become what you choose to be. It is in this context that I would like you to understand the next passage.
 
       Though God had proved to the angels on his side and to those on the side of the devil that He was a just God by allowing man to reject Him freely, He had not proved it to man himself. He needed to prove it to man because in the Garden of Eden man was thrust at the center of a rivalry which was not his making. So, as with the tree of knowing good and evil, God created things on earth to represent the devil's side of the argument. These are the very things which scientists call the evidence of the absence of a divine hand in creation--fossils and bones of dinosaurs, men-like apes and other strange creatures. And the devil, like in the Garden of Eden, uses these things to argue so deceitfully for his side that his argument is very convincing to the eye of the person who refuses to believe in the bible's version of creation. It is just as 2 Thessalonians 2:10b-12 says concerning the wicked in the last days. 'They perish because they refuse to love the truth and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they may believe a lie and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness.' One may wonder why God would allow the devil to have such a great platform to do his evil works. The reality is that it is man who has allowed the devil to have such a great platform. For, as the above scripture tells us, he has refused to believe in Jesus Christ. The fact is that to believe in the bible's version of creation is to believe in the existence of God and, consequently, of His Son. And to believe in God's son is to make yourself accountable to God for your actions. Not many people in this world are willing to have their lives scrutinized under God's microscope of morality. So they eliminate God the Father and His Son from the equation of creation so that they may not have anyone to account to for their actions. But God is a reality you cannot reason away with human ideas. It is not to your benefit to subscribe to a hypothesis which has been formed out of unbelief. It is time you were made aware of the truth that fossils or bones of dinosaurs, men-like apes and other strange looking creatures are just another form of the tree of knowing good and evil. To the unspiritual, the statement I have just made may sound like a shameful display of ignorance. But the reality is that it is one which, if acknowledged as truth, has the potential to help a person escape the pain of living in a place which is completely void of all forms of goodness--the place called hell.
 
    
 
   HEAVEN AND HELL
 
       Believe it or not, hell is as real as your existence is. The first hell, which I talked about earlier in this chapter, acts as a prison for holding those who die as sinners. After judgment day it will itself thrown into the lake of fire(Revelation 20:14). The lake of fire is the second hell and final destination of all who die as sinners or will not believe in Jesus Christ(Revelation 20:12-13,15). But the first hell is also a terrible place. It is not a place of rest but of great anguish(see Luke 16:19-31; Job 26:5). Hell is so bad that, if you knew its anguish, you wouldn't want to wish it for your worst enemy. That is why Jesus said in the gospels that we should love our enemies and pray for them. He knew that only when we love our enemies would we pray for their salvation. Perhaps the most horrifying thing about hell is the absence of hope. There can never be anything worse in one's existence than to be in a position where he has no hope of ever seeing himself liberated from pain and torment some day. That is why one of the most tragic things a person can do is to commit suicide. For such a one makes things worse, not better. He not only loses the hope of having his problems solved by God here on earth but also his hope for eternal rest. No matter the greatness of the evil that besets a person or the magnitude of the mistake that he makes, there will always be hope of liberation and rest as long as he is alive. One day that person will meet someone with just the right answer for him from God. For this reason, as Christians, we should never lose hope for those we love, no matter how far away they have strayed from God. We should never cease to pray for their salvation. Indeed, if death ever robbed you of a loved one before you could become a blessing to them materially, if they never drive a car bought with your money, if you never do anything else great for them but pray them into heaven's register, count yourself a great blessing to them still. Wipe away your tears, for one day you will see the reward of your prayers. In heaven you shall see those loved ones clothed in glory and rejoicing over you.
 
       The bible names three places of rest. The first heaven, which I mentioned at the beginning of this chapter, is where God has always lived. It is His resting place. No-one, apart from Christ and the angels, has been to the first heaven(John 3:13). In 2 Corinthians 12:2-4 we read of another heaven. It is called the Third Heaven. That is where all who die as Christians go. It is named Third heaven because the Garden of Eden was the second heaven. Indeed, in an allegory of the rebellion of the devil in the first heaven, Ezekiel chapter 31 uses the Garden of Eden as a symbol of the first heaven. Eden, to that end, was a heavenly resting place on earth. In a way, Eden now resides in the heart of every true Christian and, to that end, can be said to be the kingdom of heaven which Jesus often spoke about. That is why we can have joy bubbling in our hearts while the world around us is sad. Living in the kingdom of heaven is living in an environment saturated with God's goodness. For through this kingdom we now have communion with God, just as it was in the Garden of Eden. When the bible talks about God visiting man in the Garden of Eden, it is referring to how Jesus would come down in angelic form from the first heaven to heaven on earth to, frankly speaking, 'hang out with the guys.' God is not anti-social. When Jesus talked about careless words for which people would be punished, He was not referring to leisurely talk, but evil and harmful words, among which are lies, insults, slander, blasphemy, gossip and coarse jokes. It is possible to have good leisurely conversation without indulging in such form of rhetoric. So, don't be an iceberg. Get a life. However, it is also good advice that you do not find yourself being too relaxed with life. Too much leisure has dangers of its own. For one thing, you will end up wasting precious time, time which could have been spent in pursuits which would have brought progress to your life. So what you need is balance. Be serious with work when the situation demands it and take time for leisure whenever you are free. 
 
       Now, while Jesus lives with the Father in the first heaven, He does appear in the third heaven as well(see Philippians 1:23-24 and Luke 23:42-43). But at rapture He will transport those who will be found in the third heaven, along with those Christians who will be alive on earth at that time, to the first heaven, and together they will see God the Father(John 14:1-4; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-17; Matthew 5:8). Those Christians who will be found alive by Jesus will have the privilege of not having to taste physical death. But the bible mentions two people who were transported to the third heaven without first experiencing death--Elijah and Enoch. 2 Kings 2:11 tells us how Elijah was taken up to heaven alive on a chariot of fire. Hebrews 11:5 tells us that Enoch was taken alive by God. These two people, in that sense, could be said to be the first fruit of all those Christians whom Jesus will find alive when He comes to rapture the church to the first heaven.
 
    
 
        The fourth heaven, on the other hand, is not yet in existence. When it is created, it will be the final resting place. God will establish it for all those who will have believed from the time of Adam to the time just before the judgment day. He will establish it after He has destroyed the first and third heavens and has judged sinners. He shall also destroy the heavenly realms as a whole, the earth and the universe and create a new heaven and a new earth(2 Peter 3:10-13). Then a New Jerusalem will come out of the new heaven and be established over the new earth(Revelation chapter 21; 22:1-6). And so it shall be that God will make His dwelling among men, connecting heaven and earth, and together they shall share peace and joy for ever. And God shall rest from His salvation work forever. But the peace and joy of the new heaven and earth begin while one is still living on this present earth. The Christian life is a foretaste of the life in the new heaven and earth(Hebrews 6:5). Through the kingdom of heaven in our hearts and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit we can partake of that day's overwhelming goodness in part. For in the Holy Spirit is the peace which surpasses all understanding and the joy that has no bounds. And this glorious peace and joy should permeate your house and your relationships so that they may be enjoyable and people may find you a joy and delight. Your spouse, friends, relatives and people who have just come to know you should long for your presence. The peace and joy of the Holy Spirit radiating from your heart makes you good company and a good friend. As Jesus said in Luke 6:44,45, "Each tree is recognized by its good fruit. The good man brings good things stored in his heart...For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks." Be watchful, however, that you do not allow the devil to steal the fruit of peace and joy in your life. If you are a single Christian, do your best to marry someone whose heart is also full of the peace and joy of the Holy Spirit. Don't marry a none-believer or a Christian who practices a loveless form of Christianity, for that matter. Marry someone full of the love of the Holy Spirit, for love is the spring from which true peace and joy flow. Indeed, the Spirit of God is a spirit of love. Romans 5:5 tells us that He pours God's love into our hearts. So what you need is a partner who is full of the Holy Spirit in his or her heart.
 
       You don't need anyone who is full of the world, but someone whose attitude towards sin is like God's with regard to defilement of creation. Has it not puzzled you why God would destroy all that exists to create something totally new? Why not just get rid of sin and the devil and keep everything else? The answer for God's attitude and actions is found in Job 15:15. This scripture tells us that the heavens are not pure in His sight. That does not mean He made mistakes when creating them. God is a perfect Creator and everything He creates is good. What it means, however, is that God does not want to keep anything on which evil has trodden. He wants to wipe out every trace and memory of the evil that has taken place from the beginning of the devil's rebellion. He doesn't want to just exorcise His house of its evil traces but to tear it down, burn the rabble and build a new house with new material on new ground. God wants a house the devil has not and will never see.
 
       I would like to clear up something about hell which has been misunderstood by many people. Throughout the world you find many stories of people who have gone to hell and come back to tell of their experiences. In other words, they died as sinners but were fortunate enough to rise again moments later. These people speak of being given an opportunity to live life differently from that which they had led, so that they could go to heaven the next time they die. But such people's experiences should not be taken as the norm. They are isolated and special cases. The reason these people go through such experiences is so that they can become witnesses of the message they had stubbornly resisted before and help many people avoid going to hell. So one should not think that he or she can put off the requirement that is upon every man and woman alive to choose between Christ and the devil, heaven and earth, in the hope of getting an opportunity to enter heaven when he or she arrives in hell. There is no hope for salvation in hell. Don't be fooled by any doctrine which purports that when you die those who remain on earth will pray for your soul to be saved. Nowhere in the bible is such a choice offered. The choice between Christ and the devil, heaven and hell is made on earth in your physical body. The only time hope for salvation ever came out of hell was when Christ was sent there after His death on the cross, for at that moment in time He was like a sinner(having had all the sins of the of the world placed on Him). 1 Peter 3:18-22 tells us: 'For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you--not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience towards God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand--with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him'(emphasis mine). Christ preached to the first hell after His death on the cross because the Lord, being the just God that He is, wanted to give the generations that had lived before the dispensation of grace the same opportunity at obtaining eternal life as the people who would live in the dispensation of grace. And so it was that when Christ rose from the dead and later ascended to the first heaven, those in the first hell who had believed in His preaching crossed the chasm between hell and heaven--with Christ as the bridge--and entered the third heaven. Thus we read in Ephesians 4:7-10: 'But to each of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. This is why it says: "When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men"(what does "he ascended" mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly region? He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.).' However, the bible gives no indication that the chasm between hell and heaven will ever be crossed again. So it would not be sensible for you to stake your eternity on an assumption, something to which the bible does not attest. Now is the time to make a choice for Jesus, the real hope of salvation.
 
    
 
   MIGHTY GOD AND PRINCE OF PEACE
 
       The devil will have no peace and rest in the place where he will be sent by God. The devil would like people to think that he can handle the fire of God. It is in the nature of the enemy to magnify his strength in the eyes of those without faith by blinding them to reality of how weak he is in comparison to God. He knows that if you discover how weak he is in comparison to God, you will run to seek God's help every time you have an encounter with him and, thus, render him powerless to harm you or stand up against your attacks. When you see Christians hunting down the enemy, it is because they know that the God who is on their side is overwhelmingly greater than their enemy. Knowledge is power. For this reason, God has determined to fill the church in this day with the knowledge of His overwhelming power over the devil. This is a New Day for biblical knowledge and a very bad day for the devil and his demons. Biblical knowledge in the mouths of God's people will free many people in the world who are imprisoned by the devil. Hear the word of the Lord church. "I, even I, am he who comforts you. Who are you that you fear mortal men, the sons of men who are but grass, that you forget the LORD your Maker, who stretched out the heavens and laid the foundations of the earth, that you live in constant terror every day because of the oppressor, who is bent on destruction? For where is the wrath of the oppressor? The cowering prisoners will soon be set free; they will not die in their dungeon, nor will they lack bread. For I am the LORD your God, who churns up the sea so that its water roar--the LORD Almighty is his name. I have put my words in your mouth and covered you with the shadow of my hand--I who set the heavens in place, who laid the foundation of the earth, and who say to Zion, 'You are my people'"(Isaiah 51:12-16).
 
       But how much more powerful than the devil is the Lord God Almighty? We find the answer in Job 41:1-10. Here, concerning what He is able to do to the devil, God declares in His challenge to Job, "Can you pull in the Leviathan with a fishhook or tie down his tongue with a rope? Can you put a cord through his nose or pierce his jaw with a hook? Will he keep begging you for mercy? Will he make an agreement with you for you to take him as your slave for life? Can you make a pet of him like a bird or put him in a leash for your girls? Will traders barter for him? Will they divide him up among the merchants? Can you fill his hide with harpoons or his head with fishing spears? If you lay your hand on him, you will remember the struggle and never do it again! Any hope of subduing him is false; the mere sight of him is overpowering. No-one is fierce enough to rouse him. Who then is able to stand against me?"(emphasis mine). We see from this scripture that if it were not for the fact that God is on our side, we would never, even as Christians dare to rouse the devil, or his princes--for that matter. In this scripture God, on one hand, describes the power which the devil has over a person whose strength is not the Lord Almighty. He describes such a person's attempts to fight the devil as being too dangerous too contemplate. On the hand, God describes His own power over the devil as too overwhelming to quantify. He declares that He is so much more powerful than the devil that the enemy would prefer becoming His slave for life to facing Him on a one to one fight. Over the years that the church has been in existence and that the message of the cross has been preached the devil has been getting lessons in the awesomeness of the power and wisdom of God through the defeats he has been dealt with by those who have preached the gospel. As Ephesians 3:10 declares, 'To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in the heavenly places might be made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God.' There is no doubt that the devil has reached a point where everyday that passes he regrets having ever considered  rebellion against God. "If only I had known then what I would be coming up against, I wouldn't have done it," he probably thinks to himself. It wouldn't be a surprise if the devil even weeps over this fatal error of judgment on his part. However, he understands that it is one he has to live with all his life and one which will eventually end his life when he is thrown into the lake of fire.
 
       Indeed, before His crucifixion, Jesus made a statement which indicated that His death and resurrection were also to be acts of judgment against the devil. When talking about the Holy Spirit in John  16:8,11, He said, "When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment...in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned." In the thousands of years that preceded the coming of Jesus Christ, the devil failed to disapprove the testimony which God had obtained in the Garden of Eden, to the effect that God was just and did not impose himself on anyone. All he succeeded in doing was to cause much destruction and misery on earth. And as the coming of Jesus Christ drew nearer and nearer, the abundant time he had been given to disprove this testimony was surely and irreversibly running out. When the time had reached its fullness, God sent his Son. On the cross God found the devil guilty of character assassination and judged him and his angels. The sentence for defaming the character of God was eternity in the lake of fire, and just before man’s judgment day he and his angels will begin to serve their sentence (Revelation 20:10) Thus the devil’s own mouth condemned him. That is what God means in Ezekiel 28:10 when he says to the devil, “…I made fire come out from you, and it consumed you, and reduced you to ashes on the ground in the sight of all who were watching."  Now, because he knows that he is headed for the lake of fire, the devil’s number one aim in all his activities is to take as many people as possible with him to the lake of fire. He uses every trick he can to tempt people to his side, from offers of worldly wealth and all other pleasures of this world to blaming God for the misery which he himself inflicts on people. When the devil fails to win someone to his side, he brings up false accusations against such a person so as to tarnish his or her name. As he did to your God, the devil will do to you. But as the lord was patient enough to allow time to prove the accusations against Him false, so will he show other people the falsehood of the accusations against you. Time is a great enemy of false accusations. However, it can only be so if you continue walking in the righteous path you have been walking in to the very end. If you must stand, stand to the end. From the bible, we see that this is an avoidable requirement for anyone who hopes to obtain victory over his or her enemies. Jesus said in Mathew 24:13,”…he who stands to the end will be saved” (emphasis mine). Hebrews 6:11 also tells us: ‘we want each of you to show the same diligence to the very end, in order to make your hope sure’ (emphasis mine). So, if you may allow me to encourage you with the words of the apostle Paul in Ephesians 6:14, ‘stand firm then’ with the belt of truth buckled round your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep praying for all the saints.’
 
       One can be persecuted for walking a righteous path, but he can also be persecuted as vengeance for victory in a righteousness cause. We saw in the previous chapter how the David generation of Christians will overcome their accuser in the Heavenly realms and on earth through prayer and the sword of the word of God. Indeed, in speaking about this victory, Isaiah 27:1 declares: ‘In that day, the Lord will punish with his sword, his fierce, great and powerful sword, Leviathan the gliding serpent, Leviathan the coiling serpent; he will slay the monster of the sea.'  When the devil is removed from the heavenly realms, he will begin to take vengeance for his defeat on anyone who has anything to do with Israel’s God.  But at that time the church will have already been raptured to the first heaven. So, instead, those Jews who will not have believed in Christ Jesus, the apostate Christians who will have been left behind and those who will become Christians in the great tribulation will become the object of his vengeance. Revelation 12:12-13 tells us concerning that time: '"... woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short." When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child.' Here we see the devil expressing his rage against God by persecuting the nation of Israel, the nation in which Jesus was born. The devil will express his vengeance through the antichrist. And, in this regard the antichrist will see his war against the European Union as an opportunity to take vengeance on Israel and on all those who have anything to do with the God of Israel. Daniel 11:30-32 tells us: '"His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the temple fortress and will abolish the daily sacrifice. Then they will set up the abomination that causes desolation. With flattery he will corrupt those who have violated the covenant, but the people who know their God will firmly resist him."' The good news is that God never lets the devil oppress his people beyond what they can bear. And so he will stop the devil and cut short the days of the tribulation period. “If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened,” Jesus declared concerning the tribulation period in Mathew 24:22.
 
       Isaiah 24:21-23 tells us of that moment at the end of this age and the beginning of another when God will cut short the tyranny of the devil, his demons and the human rulers who will be with him during the invasion of Israel. It reads: ‘In that day the Lord will punish the powers in the heavens above and the kings on the earth below. They will be herded together like prisoners bound in a dungeon; they will be shut up in prison and be punished after many days. The moon will be abashed, the sun ashamed; for the LORD Almighty will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and before its elders, gloriously.' Here we see the devil and all other demons being captured and sent to the first hell, where they will be held for the thousand years that Christ will rule on earth before being released again for a short period, after which they will be captured again and thrown into the lake of fire. So during the millennium period there will not be a single demon on earth and no-one will excuse his or her sin by saying he or she is demon possessed or tempted of the devil. And the oppression and confusion inspired by the devil and his demons which we see today will not exist then. As Isaiah 16:4-5 tells us of that day: ‘The oppressor will come to an end, and destruction will cease; the aggressor will vanish from the land. In love a throne will be established, in faithfulness a man will sit on it –one from the house of David –one who in judging seeks justice and speeds the causes of righteousness.  ‘The fallen nature itself will not be as influential as it has been since the fall of man in the Garden of Eden, because Christ will reign with his light to direct nations out of darkened ways of thinking and conducting their affairs. Isaiah 2:2-5 tells us of that glorious time: 'In the last days the mountain of the LORD's temple will be established as chief among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. Many people will come and say, "come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths." The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many people. They will beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. Come, O house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the LORD.' We see here that the millennium period will be a time of great peace and prosperity. Likewise, what follows the defeat of oppression or the oppressor in one`s life is a time of peace and prosperity, a time of abundant life.  May the LORD grant you such a time. May you live to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. May the coming of this New Day be for you an opportunity to enter a life you have never experienced before, a life where you do not just get by but one in which you live in abundance in every area of your life. The bible shows us in Joshua 3:15-17 that when the Israelites who were led by Joshua crossed the Jordan River into the Promised Land, they entered at a time of harvest. Likewise, may this New Day usher you into your time of harvest. May this be the day you see the work of your hands bear fruit and your faithfulness rewarded, so that your joy may be complete.
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   *Location of Third Heaven(Paradise) not clear from the bible, although one may assume it is most likely located in the second heavenly realm.
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                         TIMES OF REFRESHING
 
    
 
    
 
    Having said all that I have in the previous chapters, I feel it would be unfair for me not to give you an opportunity to experience the Holy Spirit outpouring which I have been speaking about. You may, and rightly so, be asking the question: How do I receive the latter rains? Well, that is an easy question for me to answer, for Jesus already answered it for us in scripture. He said in Luke 11:2-13 that all we need to do if we want the Holy Spirit is to ask our Father in heaven. However, there is need for me to remind you that as you ask you should also be preparing your spiritual ground so that the rain may have a place to fall on. As a farmer who is expecting the rains to fall prepares his land, so should you prepare your life for the latter rains. In many ways, that is what I have been trying to do in the church in the previous chapters of this book. And I would like to do this even more with this and the next chapter. With these last two chapters I will endeavor to help the church produce fruit from the latter rain outpouring, remembering that the latter rain is given not for the sake of itself, but that God's will may be done on earth as He has willed it in heaven.
 
    
 
   TODAY'S BREAKING NEWS
 
         We will begin preparing ourselves for the first rains with a discussion on today's news. The front page of the 'Heavenly Times' reads: 'Look, there on the mountains, the feet of one who brings good news, who proclaims peace! Celebrate your festivals, O Judah, and fulfill your vows. No more will the wicked invade you; they will be completely destroyed'(Nahum 1:5). Does this sound like old news to you? Well, it may sound so if you are reading it with spectacles of history. Looking at it from that view, you could see this statement as referring to the fall of the ancient kingdom of Assyria and the benefits to the olden day Israel that it entailed. On the other hand, if you look at it with spectacles of the New Day, the scripture takes on a new meaning. It introduces to the church the coming of a season when tables are turned, so that the chased becomes the chaser. It speaks of a day like one which the prophet Jeremiah spoke of when he declared: "But the days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will sound a battle cry against Rabbah of the Amonites; it will become a mound of ruins, its surrounding villages will be set on fire. Then Israel will drive out those who drove her out," says the LORD'(Jeremiah 49:2). Indeed, through this message of the New Day, the Lord is sounding a battle cry against the devil's kingdom and rousing the church throughout the nations against the principalities and powers in the devil's kingdom. Upon my spirit echoes from the throne of God the words of Jeremiah 51:27 against the devil's kingdom. Here the prophet Jeremiah proclaims by the word of the Lord: "Lift up a banner in the land! Blow a trumpet among the nations! Prepare the nations for battle against her..." This message of the New Day will stir up the warrior spirit in the church, because Christians will realize just how much more powerful they are than the devil, his demons and human agents and gather up courage to attack his kingdom like never before. It is clear from all this that the church's cross over into the New Day is good news for her children but bad news for her enemies. It is as it is written in Joshua 5:1 concerning Israel and her enemies at the beginning of the cross-over into the Promised Land. '...when all the Amorites kings west of the Jordan and all the Canaanite kings along the coast heard how the LORD had dried up the Jordan before the Israelites until we crossed over, their hearts sunk and they no longer had the courage to face the Israelites.' Indeed, bad news can bring grief and take away the receiver's strength. But, 'Like cold water to a weary soul is good news from a distant land'(Proverbs 25:25). In other words, good news is refreshing to the soul. So times of good news are times of refreshing. Imagine how refreshing it is to finally receive the kind of news which brings fulfillment to what the Lord promised a long time ago. For a writer it would be news that his or her first manuscript has been accepted for publication and for a single woman it may be receiving a love letter from the bachelor she has long desired to have. In either case the news would be like a symbol of the unfailing flow of the waters of the Lord's faithfulness to those who put their trust in Him and a reason to rejoice in Him. As Proverbs 15:30 declares: 'A cheerful look brings joy to the heart and good news gives health to the bones.' Indeed, good news revives hope for a good future promised by God but killed by a series of demonically inspired disappointments and hardships.
 
    
 
   THE CEASELESS WELL
 
       Talking about water with a ceaseless flow, in John 4:13-14 Jesus declared that unlike physical water which quenches one's thirst only for a short time, the living water He has for anyone who would believe in Him as Savior will become in that person a spring of water welling up to eternal life. That means Christianity is a life of times of refreshing. That is why the prophet Isaiah, when speaking about the dispensation of grace which was to come, declared: 'In that day you will say: "I will praise you, O LORD. Although you were angry with me, your anger has turned away and you have comforted me. Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The LORD, the LORD, is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation." With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation'(Isaiah 12:1-4). And when the dispensation of grace begun, the apostle Peter declared to those who had witnessed the healing of the cripple at the temple, "Repent, then, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out, and times of refreshing may come from the Lord"(Acts 3:19). Clearly, evangelism is an invitation to a life of times of refreshing. And the words of one who evangelizes can be summed up in this statement: "Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters"(John 7:37-38). To that end, Jesus is the channel through which the river of life flows from the heart of God in heaven to the hearts of men on earth. An evangelist or a person who evangelizes is like who leads people to that channel. There are many channels in this world, heroes of religions perceived to have the answer to man's quest for everlasting life, but only one channel holds living water. Indeed, of all religious heroes, none other apart from Jesus offers true refreshment for the soul and heart. Hence, only Jesus' claim to saviorhood can be trusted. All the other heroes' claims are as undependable as mirages in a desert. They give false hope to people who are dying from thirst. But Jesus is the oasis who revives and gives life to the thirsty. For this reason, we can say of people who evangelize: 'How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation'(Isaiah 52:7).
 
    
 
   HEALTHY AND UNHEALTHY LIFE-STYLES
 
         When we proceed and flow over into verse 39 of John chapter 7, we discover that the living water Jesus was talking about is the Holy Spirit. Hence, the drawing of one's heart into times of praise and worship by the Holy Spirit can also be described as an invitation to times of refreshing. Indeed, in describing this drawing, Psalm 42:1-2 and Psalm 63:1 declare: 'As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with my God. O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my body longs for you, in a dry and weary land where there is no water.' A place where there is no water can be defined as a place where the presence of the Spirit of God is not felt. Such a place can be the state of being unsaved, a backslidden state, a lukewarm church or Christian lifestyle void of times of praise and worship. Hence, the purpose of a worship leader is to lead people to Holy Spirit waters. Unfortunately, some people try to quench their thirst with money. They say to themselves, "When I become rich, I will be alright, because I will afford everything I want.' However, to their surprise and dismay, when they finally do become rich, they still find themselves feeling unsatisfied with life. And they wonder why this is so. They do not realize that what they are looking for is found in Jesus Christ and not in the possessions their money is able to buy for them. Perhaps you are such a person? Well, now you know that you can't buy happiness. So, hear the voice of the Lord: "...come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost, why spend money on what does not satisfy? Listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare. Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live"(Isaiah 55:1-3). Truly, the best things in life are free. Indeed, salvation, the Holy Spirit and His joy are free. But so is true love. If you are a young man looking for a marriage partner, don't attempt to buy love with expensive gifts. If you are a young woman, don't attempt to buy it with sexual favors. These are not the paths in which true love travels. In these paths you will only find lust masquerading as love.
 
       Now, the difference between a person who lives in the presence of God and one who does not is the difference between a weak Christian and a strong one. The nature of the environment in which man lives is such that there are many things which tire him physically, emotionally and spiritually. Life exerts a pressure which often leads to stress for many people. And much of this pressure is the work of the devil. He uses people's words, poverty, greed and the desire to have things before the appointed time to exert this pressure. Having things which were not meant for you or being forced into a situation you did not desire can also be stressful. So can relationships in which you are always asked to prove yourself and meet the expectations of a partner who can never be satisfied whatever you do for him or her. When pressure is too much for a container to handle, it bursts. Likewise, pressure from the devil releases itself in a person in outbursts of anger, bitterness toward God and hatred for life itself. It may also result in one getting so discouraged that he or she quits pursuing the purposes of God or, in extreme cases, Christianity itself. Some people get so stressed out that they commit suicide. And these are the poisonous fruits which the devil hopes to harvest from one's life through pressure. If we hope to escape the enemy's traps, we have to learn how to handle extreme pressure or avoid getting caught up in situations that will result in such pressure being exerted on us. For stress that is as a result of physical activity, the solution is for you to take time off for some rest. Take holidays and never let your work gable up all the hours of the day or all the days of the week. One mistake you should never make is to try and get rid of physical stress through spiritual means. It simply will not work. However, physical stress has the potential to encroach into the spiritual and affect you negatively. Indeed, it is hard to pray when you are tired. We see an example of this in Mark 14:32-42, where we are told that the disciples could not pray with Jesus because of exhaustion. The problem is that prayerlessness weakens you against the devil's attacks and temptations. Luke 22:45 seems to suggest that not only where the disciples exhausted physically, but also emotionally. It says they were exhausted from sorrow, probably because Jesus had told them about the sufferings He was about to go through and that He was about to leave them. Clearly, we must guard against not only physical stress but also spiritual and emotional stress. It is one thing to try and get rid of physical stress, but another to get rid of spiritual and emotional stress. What do you do when you feel emotionally drained or spiritually numb? Here is the answer. 'Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no-one can fathom. He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint'(Isaiah 40:28-31). The answer is found in the refreshing times the Lord gives through fresh refills of His Spirit. And in this regard I have good news for the church in America and in the rest of the world. You have read many times in this book about your need to rise up and take spiritual possession of the nations. The message of this book may have seemed like expressions of arrogance on my part. You may be thinking to yourself, "Does this man think he is better than us to teach us? Does he think we haven't been trying?" Listen to me. I'm not claiming to be better than you. In fact, in many ways you are probably better than me. I'm only trying to express the heart of God as I believe I have felt it. Before you judge me remember this: That when God pressurizes, it is because the time for what He wants you to do has come and He has opened a door for you. God never puts pressure on a person for whom He has not yet opened a door. For He knows that pressure that has no outlet results in stress. One gets stressed by his inability to attain his desired goals and hopes. What I'm trying to do through this book is to open your eyes to the door which God has opened for you. That door is the revival clouds hanging over your land. These clouds have been hanging over your land for quite a while now. The problem has been that people have made little effort to tap into them, because they have not been seeing them. This has resulted into a church which is fueled by a less than it needs anointing. And this in itself has resulted in her finding herself being stressed out by the challenges she has had to face. In every case where  the Lord calls a person to a higher level  but finds resistance or complacency on the part of that person He makes the level the person is holding on to uncomfortable. Every time you want to do something on that level, you will find yourself feeling like you are coming up against an impenetrable wall. So hear the voice of the Lord. He is saying stop moving with yesterday's level of anointing and enter into a new level of anointing, that a time of refreshing may come. This situation also explains why sometimes faithfulness to the Lord seems not to benefit us in our prayers. No matter how much we remind God of how faithful we have been, nothing happens. As a result, we may begin to look for the sin which does not exist in our lives. Of course, we should never presume to be people who never sin. Doing so will only land us into problems. Indeed, sin does have the potential to make us spiritually numb. We may find that though we lay aside everything and isolate ourselves for a time of praise and worship, we are still unable to have our strength renewed because of our sin. This is because sin hinders a person from entering the presence of God. So you need to confess it and ask for forgiveness from God. And the blood of Jesus will wash it away so that you may be able to enter God's presence. The blood of Jesus is the only way into the presence of God(see Hebrews chapter 9). One sin which is often overlooked when people are confessing their sin is unforgiveness. Many people do not realize that unforgiveness is a sin that can hinder one from entering the presence of God. So there is need to get rid of it. Your innocence in the situation which caused the rift between you and the other party does not excuse you from the responsibility of making efforts to reconcile with them. In as much as you should not let anyone hold you responsible for a crime you haven't committed, you can still leave the door of reconciliation open. Try to get rid of the fear of your presence that the other person or persons may have so that they may not find it hard to apologize.
 
    
 
   THE WELL OF LIFE
 
       There is yet another comparison between a person who lives in the presence of God and one who does not which I want to refer to. We can also compare the difference between them to that of a tree planted by the stream and one planted far away from a source of water, perhaps in a desert. The tree that is planted away from water will dry up in time of drought and fail to produce fruit. But the tree which is planted by the stream will always have a continual supply of water and its advantageous position will show its benefits in its continued health and fruitfulness. In the same way, where praise and worship is a way of life people become fruitful and where they are not practiced people become spiritually barren. Times of refreshing do not just benefit you; they also benefit other people. The fruit of times of refreshing include revelations of the needs of other people. Your worship time must make you a well from which others can draw healing, comfort and encouragement. If you have been around someone who was overflowing with the joy of the Holy Spirit, you may have noticed that joy is contagious. You cannot stay around someone who is overflowing with it and remain sad. Indeed, when a person who is full of the Holy Spirit comes to a place, he or she changes its environment from bad to good. That is as it should be. So, if after a person comes to a place strife and division begin to rear their ugly heads and joy flees, just know that such a person is not operating by the Spirit of God and needs to be driven out of your circle of friends or family so that peace may be restored(Proverbs 22:10). A person who is truly led by the Holy Spirit does not destroy relationships ordained by God and the peace established by Him. Indeed, he or she is a blessing wherever he or she goes. When you move into a place where there are all sorts of confusion, peace must begin to reign and godly relationships must flourish on account of you. Confusion must be driven out, relationships restored and people raised up in the things of God. Remember what the apostle Peter said about the Lord in Acts 10:38. "How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him." Clearly, any anointing which brings strife and division is counterfeit. May your anointing be real. May it bear the good fruit of love, peace and joy among those who come into contact with you. Now, about the apostle Peter himself, Acts 10:44 tells us: 'While Peter was speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message.' May it be so for you even as you are reading this message of the New Day. May you be filled to overflowing with the latter rain outpouring right now, in the mighty name of Jesus Christ.
 
    
 
   NEWS MAKERS
 
       May the anointing so overflow that you become a news maker, just as Jesus was when He came to earth. It is written about Him in Matthew 4:23-25: 'Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering from severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and he healed them. Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him'(compare with Acts 10:37-38). This scripture shows us what revival is. We can see here that revival is a situation in which God breaks out through His Spirit to do good and to bring spiritual, emotional and physical healing to multitudes of people. Hence, when you think about revival, you should always look at it as you would at a situation in which there is an outbreak of disease, i.e. the Avian flue. You will notice that an epidemic is not something which one can fail to notice or avoid talking about. This is because it loudly makes its presence known by its ravage. It also spreads like wildfire. So does news about it. In the same way, revival announces its beginning and presence by an outbreak of goodness--that is, miracles, signs and wonders--an outbreak which even the heathen and the media cannot fail to take notice of. Indeed, this will be the case with the New Day revival. It will not be some insignificant thing happening in some unknown backyard. In other words, it will not be relegated to the background of world events but will make the front page of major newspapers and headlines in the electronic media. The internet will be decorated by news of the New Day revival. The church is about to become news worthy again, not in the sense of ugly or shameful reports about her but good reports. Even her most vicious critics will recognize that something is going on in her midst. Truly, this is a day of good news for the church. It is her time of refreshing.


 
   
  
 




 
     WILT THOU BE MADE WHOLE
 
    
 
    
 
      If you open your bible to Ezekiel 47:12, you will find an amazing description of the effect of the Holy Spirit and the church on the millennium period. However, this description is also a picture of the Holy Spirit's and the church's influence on the present age. You will notice that on the banks of the river that was formed by the water from the sanctuary were evergreen trees. The water from the sanctuary of God had changed the environment around it. Life had sprung up all around. In the same way, wherever the true church is, life is supposed to spring up. For where ever the true church is, you will also find the Holy Spirit, who is the river of life. So, if you want to heal a community, plant a church in its midst. This in itself indicates to us that if a community around a church is dying, it may be that there is something wrong with that church. And the most likely thing which could be wrong in that church may be misplaced priorities. It may be that it has abandoned the community by making something else other than evangelism a priority. It may also be that it is not displaying an active faith in miracles and other gifts of the Holy Spirit. The salvation which evangelism brings to people in a community brings healing to that community because those people turn away from the evils that make communities sick, evils such as sexual immorality, alcohol and drug abuse, violence, etc. They begin to walk in loving and peaceful ways of the Christian life. Miracles and other gifts of the Holy Spirit also bring emotional, mental and physical healing to members of that community. Many Christians in the world do not realize that things like love, joy, peace, good health, harmless prosperity and other good things offered by Christianity are spoils of Christ's victory over the devil on the cross of Calvary. On Calvary Christ shipwrecked the devil's evil plans and purposes against mankind, so that Isaiah 33:2324 is proved true when it says, 'Your rigging hangs loose; the mast is not held secure, the sail is not spread. Then an abundance of spoils will be divided and even the lame will carry off plunder. No one living in Zion will say, "I am ill"; and the sins of those who dwell there will be forgiven.' And in Isaiah 53:12 God the Father declares concerning His Son's victory on the cross and its implications for those who would recognize its power, "...I will him give a potion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors." So a person who does not display an active faith in miracles and other gifts of the Holy Spirit is living a defeated life, one which contradicts the victorious life that Christianity was meant to be, even if he may passionately claim to be a Christian. For such a person is at the mercy of whatever evil the devil would wish to bring on him and his family. This is one reason it is dangerous to belong to a church which does not believe in supernatural healing. Due to lack of faith, some churches claim that miracles ended with the early church. Then there are those churches who had a good foundation with regards to miracles and other gifts of the Holy Spirit but who, for some reason, allowed traditions inspired by unbelief to creep in and entrench themselves in their practice of Christianity, so that miracles and gifts of the Holy Spirit were expelled from the house of God. Some churches need to retrace their path and go back to their foundations, for if they continue practicing a faithless Christianity they risk finding themselves deleted from God's register. Indeed, a church which does not display an active faith in miracles and other gifts of the Holy Spirit cannot justify its existence--especially in our days, days when people are not so easily convinced by sermons unless they see them confirmed by something extraordinary. In Luke 13:69 Jesus told a parable which illustrates what I am talking about. He spoke of a man who had a fig tree planted in his vineyard. However, when the time when it should have borne fruit came, he found no fruit on it. As a result, the man could not see justification in letting the tree to continue using up the soil and, had it not been for the intervention of his servant, would have had it cut down. May God never come to a point where he sees no justification for your continued existence. America has prayed much concerning revival rain and God has answered. The clouds are here. However, unless you begin to hold miracle services, the rains will not pour down for you as a church. So, in the power of the anointing of the New Day, rise up and divide the spoils of Christ's victory. Embark on a crusade of evangelism and prayers for the sick and afflicted and teach people how to make use of their talents and gifts to create wealth for themselves and the church. As an individual living in this New Day, take advantage of the favorable conditions to be whole in every area of your life. Don't be a person or church that sits back and watches others take the spoils. Take your potion also.
 
    
 
   LIFE-GIVING FRUIT
 
       Verse 12 of Ezekiel chapter 47 tells up that the trees growing on the banks of the river were fruit trees. Their fruit represents faith in the word of God, for faith is a fruit of the word of God(Romans 10:17). Verse 12 of Ezekiel chapter 47 also tells us that the fruit from the trees along the river bank was to serve as food. True to the fact, faith is to the spirit man what food is to the physical man. The bible tells us in Habakkuk 2:4 that the righteous will live by faith. In Deuteronomy 8:3 it also tells us that man shall not live on bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of God. The two statements are then linked in Romans 10:17, where we read: '...faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God'(KJV). This tells us that faith and the word of God cannot be separated. And as fruit cannot be separated from the leaf(both being part of a tree), neither can faith and the word of God be separated from healing. Ezekiel 47:12 tells us that the leaves of the fruit trees along the river bank will serve for healing. This means the leaf represents healing in this verse. Tell me, could it be that the reason you as a pastor don't have faith in the miraculous is because you don't have faith in the word of God? Could it be that you have more faith in the intelligence and wisdom of man, science and philosophy? Perhaps you think that the word of God is of little benefit to you in this modern world and see man's intelligence and wisdom as the more effective tools to use in ministry? Could you be thinking you can be of more help to your congregation if you use those seemingly more intelligent tools and, to that end, have relegated the word of God to the mere role of making your solutions appear as if they are biblical. Indeed, in the west, some preachers have taken scientific teachings on good nutritional practices and turned them into messages on divine health. As a result, many Christians there do not understand the subject of divine health. Unfortunately, the good you do not know you can't benefit from. So, there is a need to help Christians on this subject, more so that it is a wonderful gift and promise from God the Father to them and one which He would like His children to enjoy. So, pastor, stop affirming lies and making them appear as if they are gospel truth. Don't elevate what is born of human intelligence to the level of what is born of the Spirit. Remember Christ's words in John 6:63. "The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are Spirit and they are life," He said. If the word of God is life, then the healing which it produces is life also. This in itself shows us that disease or affliction is death at work in a person's body, death being the opposite of life. So, if you want to become the kind of person who imparts life on other people, one in whose ministry flow miracles and healings, preach the word of God in its purity. And the more word you have in your life, the more life you impart to others. The word of God is a miracle multiplier. So, do not take the idea of taking time to study the word of God with contempt. Don't be deceived. The word of God is more than adequate for your calling. As 2 Timothy 3:1617 tells us: 'All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.' Now, Ezekiel 47:12 has yet another revelation for us. It tells us that the fruit from the trees along the river will not fail and their leaves will not wither. As I alluded to earlier, many times hope for healing withers because some people put their faith in man's abilities instead of putting it in God's. When the medical world fails, they sit back and wait for death to take them. But does the failure of the medical world to find cures for some diseases mean there is completely no hope for one ever getting healed? Certainly not! There is still hope. For the Lord declares in Jeremiah 32:27, "Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there anything too hard for me?"(KJV). God knows your flesh and all its weaknesses, for He made it. The manufacturer cannot fail to repair his product when it falters. Nevertheless, God does not make defective products. In other words, He is not the causer of disease. Disease is a product of the fallen nature(see chapter six). But the devil uses it as a weapon of oppression against God's creation and as a way of drawing people away from God. We see this in Job 2:110, where we are told that Satan went out and afflicted the man of God Job in order to draw him away from God. Therefore, the first step to getting healed is to stop blaming God for your affliction and put the blame where it belongs. Secondly, recognize that an attack on you is an attack on God. If you built some kind of machine and someone came and begun smashing it, would you sit back and say, "He is harming the machine and not me"? Would you not try to save it, knowing that if you don't that person will destroy something precious to you? In the same way, when you are afflicted, you should know that God is not willing to sit back and watch you get destroyed by your affliction. Because you are precious to Him, He is more than willing and ready to fight for you. He will stop the devil from succeeding if you let Him. As Proverbs 21:30 declares: 'There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed against the LORD.'' Two thousand years ago, God sent Jesus Christ to stand on the enemy's path to oppose him, because his path is a reckless one before the Lord. As 1 John 3:8 declares, 'The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.' Many times the devil's plans succeed only because people involved do not give their problem to God. They have no faith in His ability to set them free from their problem. But Isaiah 14:34 shows us that He is able to give relief from suffering, turmoil and cruel bondage by defeating the oppressor. God is more than able to snatch you from the jaws of death. So now, in your time of affliction, is not the time to forsake Him. It is time to draw near to Him. He alone is your defender against the one who has ill will towards you. It is not a matter of if you can be healed, but of if you are willing to be healed. Wilt thou be made whole?
 
    
 
   THE INTERCESSOR'S BARGAINING CHIP
 
       The Lord is your healer. His name is Jehovah Rapha, the Lord that heals us(Exodus 15:26). In Isaiah chapter 38 we read the story of how King Hezekiah got healed from his terminal disease. By healing him as He did, the Lord ransomed Hezekiah from the jaws of the grave. From the story, it is clear that Hezekiah knew that the Lord is the healer. This is because he had a relationship with the Lord. Healing is easier to obtain when you have a relationship with the Lord. For in that situation it comes as a right and not as a privilege. Indeed, Jesus declared in Mark 7:27 that healing is a right for Christians and privilege for none believers. When it is accessed by none believers, it comes as an act of mercy on the Lord's part, being the compassionate God that He is. I am reminded of someone with a relationship with Jesus who was ransomed from the very grave itself. His name was Lazarus, a very close friend of Jesus. His sisters, Mary and Martha, were also close friends of Jesus. We read the story of Lazarus in John chapter 11. Lazarus fell ill and news of his sickness reached Jesus, who at the time was somewhere else. When Jesus received news of His friend's sickness, He did not immediately begin to go to His place to see him. Instead, He stayed a few more days where He was. He only turned up after Lazarus had been in the grave for four days. Sometimes when we are sick it seems as if God doesn't care. No matter how hard we pray, healing is slow to come. However, we should keep in mind that delay is not denial. For in everything God does He is mindful of right timing. God wants to do everything at a time when His purposes will be achieved to the fullest of their potential and when it will benefit you the most. He wants to teach you a lesson that will put the devil at his most disadvantageous position when it comes to his evil dealings against you. In other words, when it is over, you will know just how much more powerful than the devil God is and will begin to move on a greater level of faith. Thus God will turn the devil's weapon on himself and pierce him with his own spear. It is as Romans 8:28 says. 'And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.' This explains Christ's words to His disciples a few days before turning up at Lazarus' place. "Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe," he said to them in John 11:14-15. When Jesus finally did go, the first of Lazarus' sisters whom He met on arrival was Martha. The bible tells us that when He saw her and the people who were with her weeping, He was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. In verse 35 we read: 'Jesus wept.' It is time you knew that when people go through pain it does not delight Jesus. He understands the piercing spasm of pain because He became a man and lived among men. He is troubled by the situation a person with a disease finds himself or herself in. He takes to heart the misery that person and his or her family go through. He is also mindful of the consequences of that person dying and leaving his or her children orphaned. When the person is crying out because of the pain of the disease and of the possibility of having to leave his or her loved ones, Jesus is also making intercession for him or her. Indeed, Hebrews 6:24-25 tells us that Jesus is our heavenly High Priest who lives to make intercession for us. And Job, in his time of affliction, cried out, "Even now my witness is in heaven; my advocate is on high. My intercessor is my friend as my eyes pour out tears to God; on behalf of a man he pleads with God as a man pleads for his friend"(Job 16:1921). Tell me, after what I have said above, do you see the second reason Jesus took long to come to Lazarus' place? He was pleading with God for the life of His friend Lazarus. This is the reason that at the tomb He prays a very strange prayer. He says in John 11:4142, "Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I know that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me." Notice that there is nowhere in John chapter 11 where we read that Jesus prayed for His friend Lazarus. So it is strange that He should be thanking God for having heard Him. However, though it is not recorded, Jesus had actually been praying for Lazarus, as He Himself testifies in the above scripture in His thanksgiving prayer. When Jesus had given thanks to God, He called out to Lazarus in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" and His friend came out alive from the tomb. Thus Jesus ransomed Him from the grave after he had been there for four days. Clearly, Lazarus' rise from the dead was not a fluke. Four days in the grave is not a joke. But this goes to show us that a person, no matter what disease or affliction has beset him or her or how long he or she has been sick, can never be beyond the reach of God's healing power. "This is what the Sovereign LORD says to those bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD"(Ezekiel 37:56). The Lord is able to raise from the bed of sickness the person whose visitors' verdict is, "It is a matter of time before he(she) goes to the land of the dead," the person whose coffin--if it was not considered a taboo--people would have already begun to make. This is what Job 33:1926 testifies to, when it declares: "...a man may be chastened on a bed of pain with constant distress in his bones, so that his very being finds food repulsive and his soul loathes the choicest meal. His flesh wastes away to nothing, and his bones, once hidden, now stick out. His soul draws near to the pit, and his life to the messengers of death. "Yet if there is an angel on his side as mediator, one out of a thousand, to tell a man what is right for him, to be gracious to him and say, 'Spare him from going down to the pit; I have found a ransom for him,' then his flesh is renewed like a child's; it is restored as in the days of his youth." The angel here is indicative of a good man, for angels do not mediate between man and God. However, this scripture brings in a very big problem. Psalm 49:78 tells us that no man can redeem the life of another because the ransom for a life is too costly for anyone to pay. Fortunately, there is one who has managed to pay the cost for every life. And through Him a man can pay the ransom for another's life. He is the intercessor's bargaining chip. The cost He paid was His life. He willingly sacrificed it on a cross. This man is Jesus Christ Himself. Of Him we read in Isaiah 53:46: 'Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all'(emphasis mine). By the power of what Jesus did on the cross, every disease has been defeated, even that which is as a result of sin. So let every afflicted person fix his or her eyes on Jesus, the one who on the cross authored our faith for healing, and who for the joy set before Him, your freedom from the oppression of disease, endured it--scorning its shame as not worthy of consideration in comparison to the value of your health and salvation. Your freedom can only come when you see Jesus crucified for you on the cross. Numbers 21:49 illustrates just how vital it is for those seeking for healing to look to the cross of Jesus. We are told here that the Israelites sinned against the Lord and in His anger He allowed snakes to attack them. But when Moses cried out to Him, the Lord instructed him to make a bronze snake and put it on a pole so that anyone who had been bitten by a snake would look at it and live. This, clearly, was a symbol of the cross of Calvary. Indeed, John 3:14-15 confirms its symbolism. Interestingly, the snake on a pole is also used by the medical world as a symbol. You will find it as a symbol on packages of medicines and on logos. You will even find it on the World Health Organization’s logo. Unknowing to itself, the world is preaching the gospel with this symbol. But why did God choose a snake to symbolize Calvary? Well, because it symbolizes a curse. And on the cross Jesus became a curse for us, so that the curses which enslaved us in oppression, that includes disease, would no longer have power over us. Indeed, the truth that Jesus came to set us free from the curse of disease and sin can also be seen in what He said to the people who were with Him when He raised Lazarus from the dead. "Take off the grave clothes and let him go," He said to them in John 11:44. Disease is the apparel of the angel of death(another name for the devil). Don't wear the devil's coat. Take it off in the name of Jesus. It is interesting to note from Isaiah 14:11 that disease is a legacy which the earth shall take off in the millennium period when the devil shall be cast down into the grave--that is, hell--along with his diseases. What antibiotics and other medical innovations have failed to, do to eradicate disease from the earth, the cross will do. But you don't have to wait until the millennium period in order to live free from disease. Through the cross, you can do so now, especially in this New Day, when great miracles shall be wrought by God's hand.
 
   


 
   
  
 




 
   THE DOCTOR'S PRESCRIPTION
 
       I said earlier that faith in the word of God is a fruit which cannot be separated from the leaves of healing. To this end, faith is like medicine which ignites the process of healing. This is something which the prophet Isaiah understood and, hence, told Hezekiah's attendants to prepare a poultice of figs and apply it to the boil from which he was suffering so that he could recover(Isaiah 38:21). And in Isaiah 28:4 we see more of the prophet's insight of the connection between faith and healing. He declares in this scripture, 'That fading flower, his glorious beauty, set on the head of a fertile valley, will be like a fig ripe before harvest--as soon as someone sees it and takes it into his hand, he swallows it.' In other words, when one who is withering like a fading flower because of disease has faith, he or she will recover to his or former glorious appearance of a healthy person. Therefore, in the same way that Jesus commanded the people present at Lazarus' tomb to remove the stone from its mouth, I say to you, in the name of Jesus, remove the stone of unbelief from your heart so that healing may flow into your life. Now, notice that Isaiah likens faith to a fig ripe before harvest. This explains why the person who sees it swallows it quickly. He is afraid of it being snatched from him, because, not yet being the time to harvest figs, many would scramble for it. This is a picture of how those who are slow to take in the word of God concerning healing have their faith and, along with it, their life snatched by the devil. In order for any patient to recover, and do so quickly, he must stick to the prescription which the doctor gives him. He cannot decide to take the medicine over a period of three days when the doctor has told him to take it in a single dose. If he avoids sticking to the prescription as the doctor has instructed, he is in danger of not recovering. In the same way, those who are hesitant in taking in the word of God concerning healing are in danger of not recovering. But those who see the reality of God's healing word will be like one who immediately takes the fig ripe before harvest and immediately eats it. He will get the benefit of having wasted little time to accept it. So accept now the word of healing you have seen in this book and you shall be healed. I, as God's servant, am here as a Pharmacist dispensing what Doctor Jesus has prescribed for you.
 
       We find the prescription in 2 Kings 4:17. Here we are told of a widow of a prophet who came to seek the Prophet Elisha's help, because the creditor to her late husband was demanding her sons as payment. Notice that the first thing the widow did was to recognize that she had a problem. This is the first tablet that Doctor Jesus requires an afflicted person to take. You have to recognize that you have a problem. Don't live in denial. Trying to ignore the disease won't make it go away. Secondly, notice that after the widow had recognized that she had a  problem, she went on to recognize that she could do nothing in her own power to change the situation. Hence her decision to seek the help of the man of God. Recognizing that you need the help of God because you can do nothing to change the situation is the second tablet you need to take. In the case of a disease which cannot be cured by medical science, this goes without saying. God's intervention is your only hope. But in seeking healing this must be confessed to God. The bible tells us of a man who, even when conventional medicines had failed to cure him of his disease, would not seek the help of the Lord and, consequently, lost his life. His name was Asa king of Judah. We read in 2 Chronicles 16:1213: 'In the thirty ninth year of his reign Asa was afflicted with a disease in his feet. Though his disease was severe, even in his illness he did not seek help from the LORD, but only from physicians. Then in the forty first year of his reign Asa died and rested with his fathers.' Don't be like Asa. Seek the help of the Lord. This leads me to the third thing which must be done and the third tablet on Doctor Jesus' prescription. As the widow asked the man of God for help, you must ask the Lord for help in prayer. Make your request known to Him. James 4:3 tells us that sometimes the reason we do not obtain what we want from God is because we do not ask Him. Do you want healing from the Lord? Then ask in prayer. Prayer is a vital part of healing. Fourthly, we read that the man of God asked the widow what she had in her house and she replied that she just had a little oil. Later, we see how God put His hand on this little oil so that it miraculously multiplied, giving her enough oil to sell and pay off her debt and have something left over for her family's upkeep. Know that all miracles begin with little things. So God is asking you to do something little to show that you have faith in His promises of healing. This is your fourth tablet. That little thing may even seem foolish to others, perhaps to you too. Remember the story of Namaan the Aramian general. 2 kings chapter 5 tells us that Namaan came seeking healing for leprosy from the prophet Elisha. The prophet advised him, "Go wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed"(verse 10). But Namaan thought it too simple a thing to do to get cured. He didn't think that could have any bearing on his health prospects. So he went away in rage. But his servant said to him, "My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, wash and be cleansed?"(Verse 13). Fortunately, Namaan heeded his servant's advice and went to wash himself seven times in the Jordan. After the seventh time, his flesh was restored and became as whole as that of a young boy. Likewise, the Lord can restore you if you do just that little thing. It could be just telling someone that you believe that God is going to heal you. Besides obedience, faith and generosity, testimony is the only other gate that ushers a person into a place where the promises of God's words are fulfilled, a place where heaven gladly opens her flood gates to rain down her blessings. So testify scriptures like Psalm 118:17. Here the psalmist declares: 'I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the LORD has done.' It is interesting to note also what the psalmist says in verse 19-21 after making this declaration. It proclaims: 'Open for me the gates of righteousness. I will enter and give thanks to the LORD. This is the gate of the LORD through which the righteous may enter.'
 
    
 
   THE MOTIVE OF THE HEALER
 
       The bible tells us that Namaan went back to the prophet after he was cured of his disease and tried to give him a large gift for his healing. But Elisha would not accept it. Miracles are not for sale. Jesus told His disciples in Matthew 10:8, "Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give." Some preachers make it sound like you have to sacrifice everything you own in order to get healed. They are like the doctors who milked the woman with the issue of blood out of all her savings without curing her. Mark 5:26 tells us that she even grew worse. Of such preachers, the fate of the Prophet Elisha's servant, Gehazi, speaks true. As Namaan's leprosy clung to Gehazi for accepting the general's gifts, so also a bad reputation has clung to them. They are called tricksters and lovers of money and that in truth and not as slander. Be careful. When you misuse the giftings given to you by God, you lose them. Healings and miracles cease to flow in your ministry. Healings and miracles will only continue to flow in the ministries of those who do not love money. God defends the reputation of His faithful servants. Do you want the anointing to heal in your life or ministry? What you desire is noble. But a noble gift requires noble motives in order to be taken possession of. If your desire for such an anointing is being stirred up by love and compassion for the afflicted, then you will have it. But if it is being stirred up by a desire to use it as a tool to make a name or money for yourself, then you won't get it. For your motives will blind you spiritually. Know that the magnitude of the anointing to heal that will flow into your life can never surpass the magnitude of your revelation of God as the Healer. The greater your understanding of God as Healer is, the greater the magnitude of the anointing to heal that will flow into your life. That is why sometimes you don't need hands laid on you before you can have the anointing to heal. All you need is revelation. As Jesus used to say, be it unto you according to your faith.  Anointed faith comes through revelation. What you see in the Spirit, you will have. Therefore, you don't need me to come over and lay hands on you. If in my teaching I am only confirming what the Lord has been showing you, then receive it in your spirit and let the anointing to heal flow into your life right now, in the name of Jesus. '"The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his face towards you and give you peace"'(Numbers 6:2426). A joyous and prosperous New Day to you, in the name of Jesus. Amen!
 
   


 
   
  
 




 
   PRAYER OF SALVATION
 
    
 
   O Lord, God of heaven!
 
   I come before you in the name of your Son Jesus Christ
 
   My ears have heard of you, but now my eyes have seen you.
 
   I thank you for removing the spiritual veil from eyes.
 
   You have shown me my sin and the stubbornness of my human nature.
 
   I was born into a fallen nature and personally done wrong against you and fellow humans.
 
   I have so done evil that you are justified when you testify against me accordingly.
 
   I acknowledge my sin.
 
   I do not dispute that I am a sinner.
 
   Therefore I despise moral and spiritual state and repent in dust and ashes.
 
   I also realise that there is nothing I can do in my own power to save myself.
 
   My acts of righteousness or attempts there of are not enough to earn me your salvation.
 
   But I rejoice in the reality that you made a way for my salvation through the death and
 
   resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ.
 
   So I accept Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord right now.
 
   I say, Jesus come into my life and be my Savior and Lord from this moment on.
 
   May your blood wash away all my sins right now.
 
   And may you send your Holy Spirit to dwell in my heart and my life for ever.
 
   May you also change and comform me to your image with every day that passes.
 
   Until the day I will see you face to face and fully become as you are.
 
   I ask all this in the name of your Son Jesus Christ,
 
   Who has become my Savior, Lord and Brother.
 
   To you be glory, for ever and ever, in Christ Jesus.
 
   Amen!
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   This book is also available as paper back.
 
    
 
   Other books by same author:
 
   1. How To Hear The Voice of God
 
   2. Redeeming Your Time
 
   (Available as paper back books and ebooks)
 
    
 
    
 
   CONTACT DETAILS 
 
   Email: altaroftruth@gmail.com
 
   Facebook: Search for This is a New Day and like page
 
    
 
   Front page cover(Red Rose With Dew Drops) by 
 
   Zela(Marja. Flick-Buijs)
 
   Zela's Galery: http://www.rgbstock.com/user/Zela
 
    
 
  
  
 cover.jpeg





images/00001.jpeg





