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That Jesus called Peter, an impulsive but lovable character, 

is of deep significance. In forming his apostolate, Christ did not 

take from the ranks of the religious leaders of the nation, nor 

from the scribes or the Pharisees with their traditions, but He 

chose simple, honest men who were to make up the nucleus of 

His Church. 

In this present volume we describe the call of Peter and the 

other apostles. What their acceptance of the call would lead to, 

they had no idea. In a way it was a daring act on the part of these 

men. They understood that the Messiah was to gather about Him 

men to revolt against Herod. The latter had already beheaded 

John   the   Baptist   for   alleged   conduct   which   he   supposed 

jeopardized   the   interests   of   His   kingdom.   The   story   of   how 

Christ   fashioned  and  molded  these  men   into  a  nucleus   of  an 

army that would shake the Roman Empire to its foundations is 

an epic one. 

Shortly   after   Christ   called   the   Twelve   they   made   a   trip 

together across the Sea of Galilee. Their trip across the lake was 

suddenly   beset   by   a   fierce   storm,   such   as   not   infrequently 

disturbs the surface of that famous body of water. The disciples, 

seized with panic, awoke the Master who was still asleep at the 

stern, and asked Him if He cared not that they perish. Foolish 

disciples!   No   boat   has  ever   gone   down  which   had  Christ   on 

board. The Lord arose and revealed His majesty by calming the 

storm. 

This   event   was   followed   by   another   marked   by   a 

demonstration of diabolic fury that rivaled that which they had 

encountered on the sea. On the shore the party met one afflicted 

with a raging madness. Jesus again demonstrated His power by 

casting out the demons and restoring the man to sanity. 

Following   the   return   to   Capernaum,   other   remarkable 

miracles   took place.  There  was  the   woman   with  the  issue  of 

blood who was healed by touching the hem of Christ’s garment. 

And   there   was   the   miracle   of   the   raising   of   the   daughter   of 

Jairus, ruler of the synagogue, from the dead. 

This was the beginning of the period of Christ’s popularity. 

People   were   saying   to   each   other, “We   have   seen   strange 

things today”   (Luke 5:26). The disciples were thrilled with a 

great anticipation that the Messianic kingdom was about to be 

set up. But with this hope they were soon to be disillusioned. 
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Chapter I

 Simon, Son of Jona

 1 

The hometown of Peter was Bethsaida, which probably was 

only a short distance from Capernaum (John 1:44). His father 

Jona, named him “Simon.” During a Maccabean revolt, a high 

priest by the name of Simon had become a national hero. It is 

likely that Peter was named after him. There are many Simons in 

the   New   Testament—Simon   the   Pharisee,   Simon   of   Cyrene, 

Simon the Zealot, Simon the brother of Jesus, and others. 

We   cannot   be   certain   whether   Simon   was   a   full-blooded 

Jew.   Galilee   was   part   of   the   region  where   Assyria,   centuries 

before, had replaced the inhabitants with pagans. Not until 104 

B.C. did Aristobulus conquer Galilee and force the inhabitants 

to accept the Mosaic Law. Once Galilee was converted by force 

of   arms,   however,   it   became   very   loyal   to   the   religion   of 

Judaism. Galilean children were carefully trained in the Jewish 

religion. When eight days old, Simon was circumcised. At six, 

he was sent to school at the synagogue. There he and other boys 

would sit on the floor cross-legged listening to the teacher and 

chanting long passages of the Scriptures. He and his companions 

were also taught to read and write, both in the Aramaic and the 

Greek   languages.   Outside   of   the   synagogue,   no   one   spoke 

Hebrew. 

Galilee was not a back-water area of ignorant peasants. It 

was   a   great   commercial   center,   and   children   growing   up 

received at least a modest education. Simon knew the history of 

his nation, as well as what was happening in the Roman world. 

He learned something of Greek literature; but most important of 

all, he gained a considerable  knowledge of the Old Testament 

Scriptures while attending the synagogue school. 

Knowing the impulsive nature of Simon Peter—we can well 

understand that he was no model scholar—Jesus took note of the 
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headstrong spirit of his youth when He said, “When thou wast 

young,   thou   girdedst   thyself,   and   walkedst   whither   thou 

wouldest” (John   21:18).   In   other   words,   he   went   where   he 

wished. 

Peter no doubt learned more outside of school than in. He 

was the type of person who always was alert to what was going 

on   about   him.   Through   his   city   of   Bethsaida   passed   great 

caravans that came from distant countries. Roman legionnaires 

were continually about, ever ready to quell an uprising, one of 

which   reached   sizable   proportions   during   the   revolt   of   Judas 

(Acts 5:37). 

And there was the Sea of Galilee. As a fisherman’s son, he 

would have been much on the water. Peter learned to swim, to 

set a sail, and to pull the oars. Certainly he spent much time in 

the boat of his father and of other fishermen, as they made their 

living by fishing. 

When Peter was about twelve years of age, he left school 

and   started   to   work   for   his   father.   Jews   of   Galilee   married 

young,   so   it   is   probable   that   he   had   a   bride   by   the   age   of 

eighteen. According to the custom, a price was paid the father-

in-law for the wife that he might be somewhat compensated for 

the expense he was out in bringing her up. Apparently Peter was 

fortunate in his choice, for she made a home for Jesus in their 

little house when He stayed with them. She kept the home fires 

burning   and   carried   on   when   Peter   was   out   on   preaching 

missions  with Jesus  and the other  disciples.  Later  she  shared 

with her husband his missionary journeys (1 Cor. 9:5). 

It   is   possible   that   Peter’s   parents   died   while   he   was 

comparatively young. We have no word of them, but we learn 

that Peter moved to his wife’s mother’s house in Capernaum, 

taking his brother  Andrew  with him.  There  they earned their 

livelihood by plying their trade as fishermen. The Sea of Galilee 

was a rich fishing-ground, and the demand for fish in this busy 

commercial metropolis was brisk. Bread and fish were the staple 

foods of the nation. Besides this, a great quantity of fish was 

pickled and sent abroad in the export trade. 
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Peter   owned   his   own   boat   which   was   large   enough   to 

accommodate the Lord and the entire twelve disciples. Since a 

dragnet required two ships to tow it, he and his brother Andrew 

had entered into a partnership with James and John and their 

father Zebedee. They would go out a distance to sea, and then 

row  to shore   gathering  up  the  fish  in  their   net  as  they  came 

along. When they got near to shore, they would have to jump 

into the sea to maneuver the net to land. Some of the fish had 

sharp spines which cut the net, and thus they had the task of 

mending the nets after each expedition. 

Peter was far from a model Jew. He was a rough man, on 

occasion given to profanity, and even after he became a disciple 

of Jesus, once under strong temptation he began to curse and 

swear   (Matt.   26:74;   Mark   14:71).   How   shall   we   assess   the 

character of Peter except to say that in all ways he was very 

human?   Good-hearted   and   generous,   he   was   impetuous   and 

prone to rebuke others, even the Lord on occasion. 

Given to impulse, he once boasted that he was ready to go to 

prison and even to death for Jesus. Yet, with all his faults there 

was much good in Peter. Jesus saw in him a diamond in the 

rough. 

On the eve of the Sabbath, Peter and his companions would 

lay up their nets and haul their fishing boats up on the beach. In 

the   morning   he   and   Andrew   would   attend   the   synagogue 

services.   The  synagogue   in  Capernaum built   by  the   generous 

centurion was one of the finest in Galilee. 

Many of the sermons preached in the synagogues were dull 

and boring, dealing with the trivialities of the Law. But there 

was one subject that never failed to arouse Peter’s interest. His 

face would brighten whenever it was mentioned—the coming of 

the Messiah and His kingdom. He and others looked forward to 

the day when the hated Roman legions would be driven from 

their land. Even as we look forward today to the Second Coming 

of Christ, so did the people of Peter’s day look forward to the 

First Advent. 

The ideas that people had about the coming kingdom were 
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often fantastic and farfetched. When the Messiah came the earth 

would yawn and swallow up the heathen. Jews would live to be 

a thousand years of age and would beget a thousand children. 

When Judas of Galilee revolted against the Romans, Peter 

was only a small lad. Many of the people hoped that his revolt 

presaged the coming of the Messiah. Alas, nothing came of it 

but   disaster.   The   Roman   legions   crushed   the   patriots   and 

crucified 2,000 of the youths on crosses. They also carried many 

of the people away and sold them on the slave market like cattle. 

But the Galileans hoped on, expecting that in their lifetime they 

would see the advent of the Messiah. Their hopes were to be 

realized even sooner than they dared believe. 

A prophet was to arise in Israel whose message aroused the 

attention   of   the   nation.   This   man   was   John   the   Baptist. 

Elsewhere we have described this prophet’s ministry, and in the 

next chapter we shall take note of some of the disciples he made, 

which included Peter and his brother Andrew. 
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Chapter II

 The Appearance of the Forerunner

 2 

It was in the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar that a rumor 

went through Galilee that a great prophet had arisen and was 

even then preaching down at the Jordan. He was a man clad in 

rough garments, but his voice carried a note of authority. Large 

numbers of people were coming out of Judea to hear him. His 

theme   was  “Repent   ye,   for   the   kingdom   of   heaven   is   at 

hand.” 

The description of the prophet reminded one of the Essenes, 

who were shocked by the self-indulgence and soft living of the 

people. They  had retired from civilization and had established 

settlements with vows so strict that a novitiate was required to 

serve a year  as a candidate before he was admitted as a full-

fledged member of the sect. It is doubtful that Peter would have 

made a good Essene. 

The Essenes employed bathing in their rituals, and John the 

Baptist, upon a person’s confession of his sins, baptized him in 

the River Jordan. The fame of the prophet spread abroad and 

multitudes flocked from the  cities to hear  him.  Peter  and his 

brother   Andrew   were   among   those   who   decided   to   take   a 

vacation   from  their   fishing   and   go  to   the   Jordan   to   hear   the 

prophet. The time must have been winter, since the heat in the 

valley in the summer is like that of an oven. When Peter and his 

brother   Andrew   arrived,   he   found   a   vast   company  of   people 

encamped around the village of Bethabara. 

As Peter stood listening to the prophet, there was something 

about his preaching that witnessed to his spirit. As John pressed 

for   repentance,   Peter   felt   his   own   conscience   awakened. 

Although he was a believer in the Law of Moses, he realized that 

he was a sinner. John preached about the One who was to come 

after him, whose shoelatch he was not worthy to unloose. Peter 

11

 The Call of the Apostles

was   uneasy.   He   had   with   other   Jews   looked   forward   to   the 

coming of the Messiah. But under John’s preaching he did not 

feel that he was ready. He went up to John to ask him what he 

should do. John told him to confess his sins, and then when he 

believed that Peter was a true convert he baptized him in the 

river. The young fisherman felt that something had happened in 

his life when he was baptized, and ever afterward he emphasized 

water   baptism.   On   the   Day  of   Pentecost   when   the   multitude 

asked him,   “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”   he told 

them to  “Repent, and be baptized every one of  you in the 

name of Jesus.” 

Peter and Andrew apparently continued with John for some 

weeks and could be considered as his disciples. John had many 

things to teach them, and they listened from day to day as the 

fearless   prophet   preached   repentance   to   the   multitudes   that 

assembled to hear him. There was one part of John’s preaching 

that particularly fascinated him. When John spoke of One who 

was to come after him, and who would baptize with the Holy 

Ghost and fire, Peter was extremely interested:

I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but 

he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I 

am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy 

Ghost, and with fire: Whose fan is in his hand, and he will 

thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the 

garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable 

fire. (Matt. 3:11- 12). 

Who could this be but the Messiah, the One about whom 

they had dreamed, the One for whom prayers were made in the 

meetings in the synagogue for His speedy appearance. John said 

that this One was already in their midst, but that He had not yet 

been revealed! (John 1:26). 

It was getting near the time when he and his brother must 

return to Capernaum. Peter had a family to support. But he and 

Andrew could not tear themselves away.  Then one day while 

Peter was absent, Andrew heard John say,   “Behold the Lamb 

of God.”  Andrew looked, and there was the Man of whom the 
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Baptist spoke before him! Andrew watched the Man and was 

fascinated by Him. Surely this was the Messiah! He rushed off 

to find his brother Peter and said to him, “We have found the 

Messiah, which is, being interpreted, the Christ”  (John 1:41). 

From whence was this stranger? Neither Andrew nor Peter 

knew anything about Him. He had grown up in Nazareth only a 

few miles away,  but they had never heard of Him. Jesus had 

appeared to John about six weeks before and had been baptized 

by him. At that time John had seen the Holy Spirit descending 

on Him like a dove. But the Baptist had no opportunity at the 

time to introduce Him to his disciples. By the time the service 

was over Jesus had disappeared. 

But   now  Andrew  and  Peter   stood  facing  the   Man.  When 

Jesus saw Peter’s face, He said,  “Thou art Simon son of Jona: 

thou shalt  be  called Cephas,  which  is by interpretation,  a 

stone”   (John 1:42). We are given no further information about 

the   conversation   which   ensued.   Subsequent   events   show   that 

Peter was as impressed as his brother Andrew had been. When 

later the call came to Peter to follow Jesus, he was ready. 

But Peter had to return to Capernaum. He had been gone 

longer than he had expected. His wife and family probably were 

wondering   what   had   happened   to   him   and   his   brother.   His 

fishing   business   was   suffering.   But   all   the   way  back   strange 

thoughts were going through Peter’s mind. He and his brother 

Andrew had many things to discuss about their meeting with 

Jesus. 

The   One   who   had   been   the   absorbing   topic   of   their 

conversation soon came to Capernaum on His way to a wedding 

at Cana of Galilee. After the wedding He stayed a few days in 

Capernaum, probably as Peter’s guest. Then He left to celebrate 

the Passover at Jerusalem. Peter remained behind to carry on his 

fishing.  He   had lost  a   lot  of   time  when  he   was  down at   the 

Jordan listening to the Baptist. 

One   day   pilgrims   who   had   visited   Jerusalem   during   the 

Passover began to return, and they brought back strange reports. 

This Jesus had made no small stir in the city. The rulers there, 
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however, were by no means enthusiastic about Him. They did 

not like the way He had gone into the temple and had driven out 

the animals and the money-changers. 

About   that   time   there   came   startling   news   that   John   had 

been cast into prison by Herod because he had preached against 

his adulterous marriage with Herodias. Upon hearing this, Jesus 

came back to Galilee which was in the very heart of Herod’s 

dominion. Later Herod beheaded John. The superstitious king 

heard   of   the   miracles   that   Jesus   was   performing   and   hastily 

concluded that He was John the Baptist risen from the dead. For 

the   time   being   he   had   no   intention   of   interfering   with   the 

ministry of this new preacher. 

The Call of Peter and Andrew

And   Jesus,   walking   by   the   sea   of   Galilee,   saw   two 

brethren,   Simon   called   Peter,   and   Andrew   his   brother, 

casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. And he 

saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of 

men. And they  straightway  left  their  nets, and  followed 

him. (Matt. 4:18-20). 

Early  one   morning  while   Peter   and  Andrew   were   casting 

their nets into the sea, they looked up and their hearts leaped 

with joy. The One who stood before them was none other than 

the Master, the One whom they believed in their hearts to be the 

Messiah. At His word they immediately left their nets and their 

boat and followed Him. Going  along the shore a little farther, 

they   came   to   where   their   partners,   James   and   John,   were 

mending their nets with Zebedee, their father. The same words 

were spoken by Jesus to them, and they too joined the party with 

Peter and Andrew. The call was irresistible. 

In a way it was daring act on the part of the four men, for 

they supposed that the Messiah was to gather men about Him to 

revolt against Herod. Herod was wary about any new leaders 

arising, and in fact had beheaded John for alleged conduct that 

supposedly   jeopardized   the   interests   of   his   kingdom.   His 

superstitious  belief  that  Jesus  was  John  raised  from the  dead 
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would,  however,   prevent   him  for   some   time  from taking  any 

action against the work that Jesus was doing. 

What their choice that day would lead to, none of the men 

who   followed   Jesus   probably   had   the   least   idea.   Peter, 

nonetheless,   invited   the   Lord   into   his   house,   and   thereafter 

whenever He was in Capernaum He was the honored guest. 

Whether the disciples immediately followed Jesus on all His 

preaching   tours   throughout   Galilee   is   not   certain.   Mark   1:39 

indicates that He went alone at the beginning. Certainly Peter 

would have had to do some explaining to his family and to make 

provision for them before he could pick up and go. 

Usually   on   Sabbath   days   Jesus   remained   in   Capernaum 

(Luke 4:31). It was His custom wherever He was, to go to the 

synagogue. On the first Sabbath He went along with Peter. News 

of His ministry was just being rumored through the city. Jesus 

was invited to speak. He accepted the invitation and went up and 

sat in the rabbi’s chair. In the midst of His discourse a demon-

possessed man began to cry out. The evil spirit had immediately 

recognized the  identity of  the  One  who was speaking,  and it 

began to cry out saying, “Let us alone; what have we to do 

with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? Art thou come to destroy 

us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God”  (Mark 

1:24). Jesus rebuked the demon and it came out of the man much 

to the amazement of the congregation. 

Peter  and Andrew walked back to their home  with Jesus, 

their minds awhirl at what had taken place. But another chapter 

in   the   drama   was   about   to   take   place.   Peter’s   mother-in-law 

apparently had not been feeling well, so she and her daughter 

had not attended the service. When Peter and his companions 

reached the door of the house, they were met by Peter’s wife 

who   informed   them   anxiously   that   her   mother  had   a   raging 

fever. Peter immediately appealed to Jesus, who put His hands 

on her rebuking the fever. Then with His hand He raised her up. 

Immediately  the fever left  and she arose   and ministered unto 

them. 

That   evening  when   the   Sabbath   ended,   Jesus   had   a   busy 
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time. We can see Him moving up and down in the crowd laying 

hands   on   the   sick,   casting   out   the   evil   spirits   that   convulsed 

certain ones, and forbidding the demons to speak. It was truly a 

night to remember, one which Peter and his wife would never 

forget. When the last sufferer had been dealt with, Jesus retired, 

probably   to   the   roof.   At   dawn   He   quietly   slipped   down   the 

outside   stairway   without   disturbing   the   family   below   and 

climbed the hill behind the town to give Himself to prayer. Jesus 

was not overly pleased with the way things were going. He was 

willing to minister to the sick, but He also wanted to preach the 

Word. It was not enough to be known as a wonder-worker. 

Peter  awoke  a little  later  to find the street  full  of  people 

again. He went to the roof to awaken Jesus. To his surprise and 

dismay, Jesus was not there. The crowd, disappointed that the 

Lord was not available, pressed upon Peter for a promise that 

their   sick   ones   would   be   ministered   to   by   Him.   Finally,   a 

searching-party  went   out   and   they  found   Him  in   prayer   in   a 

secluded place on the hill. Peter explained that everyone  was 

seeking Him, and Jesus answered that this was just the reason 

He  had  left.  He  had   to  preach  the   Word  in  other   towns  and 

villages. 

Many   weeks   passed.   Some   of   the   trips   Jesus   made   by 

Himself.  At other times Peter and his brother  and James and 

John   went   with   Him.   But   the   time   was   at   hand   when   Jesus 

would give the call to Peter for full-time service. One night he 

and his brother toiled many hours, but caught nothing. In the 

morning as he was washing the net, he saw Jesus approaching, 

followed by a large crowd. Jesus motioned for him to draw his 

boat close to shore. When Peter did, Jesus got into the ship and 

began to teach the people. After He had finished, He told Peter 

to push out into the deep water and let down his net. Peter had 

great respect for the Lord, but he probably believed that in the 

matter of fishing he knew more. Half-reluctantly he obeyed the 

command, but when he did, to his great amazement, he drew up 

so large a catch that the net began to break. 

All during the message Peter’s conscience had been pricked 
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by  the  Lord’s   forthright  preaching.  Gently,  but  forcefully  the 

Lord’s words searched the hearts of men. Peter began to realize 

his own sinfulness. When the miracle of the catch of fishes took 

place,   it   was   too   much.   The   sense   of   his   own   unworthiness 

overwhelmed   him,   and   with   the   impetuousness   that 

characterized him he said, “Depart from me; for I am a sinful 

man, O Lord.”  But Jesus replied, “Fear not; from henceforth 

thou shalt catch men”   (Luke 5:8, 10). It was Christ’s call to 

Peter for full-time service. 

Following this event Jesus called together a band of twelve 

disciples. Matthew, the tax collector, Philip, Nathanael, Thomas, 

Judas, one after another, until twelve in all were called. It was a 

rather oddly assorted group, but their faith and devotion to Jesus 

bound them together. These men were to be the beginning—the 

core of the movement. 

Previously we have mentioned that Peter’s father, Jona, had 

given   him   the   name   of   Simon.   Jesus   surnamed   him   “Peter” 

which means “a little rock.” Why Jesus used this name is not 

fully   clear.   Some   think   he   was   so   called   because   he   was 

obstinate as a rock. Peter certainly was not the rock upon which 

Christ built His church, but He was one of the little rocks of 

which   the   apostles   with   Christ   were   to   form   the   foundation 

(Matt. 16:17-18; I Pet. 2:5). 

And so Peter and the other eleven left their nets and homes 

to follow Jesus. Peter himself was later to claim that they “left 

all”   (Mark   10:28).   Operating   in   and   out   of   the   city   of 

Capernaum,   the   disciples   had   opportunity   to   return   home   at 

intervals, but clearly Peter meant that he had given up his means 

of earning his living. What arrangements were made for the care 

of Peter’s wife are not recorded. The party appears to have been 

maintained by the ministry of Christ. Judas was elected to be the 

treasurer, and he carried the bag. 
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Chapter III

 The Call of the Other Apostles

 3 

Andrew was the brother of Peter. He is scarcely more than a 

name,   being completely overshadowed  by  his famous   brother 

Peter. He also was a fisherman who shared his brother’s house 

in Capernaum. Peter and James and John became the inner circle 

of the apostles. Andrew  “attained not unto the first three.” 

Yet on occasion he joined himself to them that he might inquire 

of Jesus concerning things to come (Mark 13:3). 

The book of John does give us a closer look at Andrew than 

the synoptic gospels. Andrew in nearly all instances in which he 

is   mentioned   acts   as   an   intermediary.   When   news   reached 

Capernaum   of   John   the   Baptist’s   preaching,   Andrew   and   his 

brother Peter, and the two Zebedee sons decided to make a trip 

to hear the prophet. Arriving at the meeting place, they listened 

earnestly to the Baptist as he preached repentance and foretold 

the   coming   of   the   Messiah   to   Israel,   as   mentioned   in   the 

previous chapter. Apparently they were much impressed by the 

Baptist’s preaching, and they lingered on from day to day in the 

hope that the Messiah would appear. 

Then one day Jesus did come and the Baptist proclaimed 

Him saying, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 

the sin of the world.”   None of the four was present on that 

occasion. But the next day Andrew and John were on hand. As 

they stood there beside the great preacher, the Man walked by. 

John the Baptist cried out, “Behold the Lamb of God!”  (John 

1:35-36).   Andrew   and   John   heard   the   words   and   a   thrill   of 

excitement   went   through   them.   John   volunteers   no   more 

information, but the two disciples on an impulse began to follow 

the stranger. The Baptist neither reproaches them nor commends 

them as they go. 

Quickening their pace, they caught up to Jesus. As they did, 
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He turned about and saw them following Him asking, “What 

seek ye?”   The intonation of His voice must have encouraged 

them. It was not, “Whom seek ye?” but “What seek ye?” Some, 

for example, sought Jesus for healing and never returned to give 

God thanks. Others sought Him for the loaves and fishes. A little 

confused as to what they should say,  in a rather embarrassed 

way   they   asked, “Rabbi   ...   where   dwellest   thou?”   Jesus 

encouraged them still further and said, “Come and see.”  What 

kind of place did they find when they arrived? It could hardly 

have been more than a bivouac, as it was in the wilderness, far 

from human habitation. Jesus said later, “The Son of man hath 

not where to lay his head.” 

This meeting with Jesus took place at the tenth hour of the 

day,  or  about  four  o’clock in the  afternoon.  But  Andrew  not 

wishing Peter to miss out on what was happening, goes to find 

his   brother   Peter,   who   for   some   reason   was   elsewhere.   He 

pursues his quest  until  he locates him. Then he tells him the 

great news:

One of the two which heard John speak, and followed 

him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first findeth 

his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found 

the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ. And he 

brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he said, 

Thou   art   Simon   the   son   of   Jona;   thou   shalt   be   called 

Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone. (John 1:40-

42). 

Since there is no record of the interview that Andrew and 

John   had   with   Jesus,   we   must   gauge   it   by   the   enthusiastic 

outburst of Andrew and his brother Peter when he said, “We 

have found the Messias.”  Let us for a moment reconstruct the 

order of events. Apparently the four fishing partners had talked 

much   among   themselves   about   the   significance   of   John   the 

Baptist’s   preaching.   He   had   told   them   that   the   Messiah   was 

present in their midst. He had seen Him and baptized Him. But 

where   was   He   now?   John   did   not   know,   but   if   his   disciples 

would stay with him he would point Him out when He appeared. 
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This   matter   must   have   been   the   subject   of   animated 

conversation between the brethren, and no doubt had been the 

cause of their protracted stay in Bethabara. On the day when 

John did point out Jesus, Peter was absent. It was up to Andrew 

not to lose sight of Him. Peter would have had plenty to say if he 

had missed out on the experience of meeting the One that John 

talked about! Although Andrew was not  as bold as  Peter, he 

decided that he had to find out where Jesus was staying. Then he 

would know where to bring Peter when he found him. In the 

meantime,   the   conversation   that   Andrew   had   with   Jesus   was 

enough to convince him that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. 

Andrew,  thrilled with his discovery,  finally located Peter, 

whose   heart   had   probably   already   been   prepared   by   John’s 

testimony. It is to the everlasting credit of Andrew and John that 

they did not allow the  golden opportunity to slip through their 

fingers,   but   followed   it   up   when  they   saw   Jesus.   It   was   a 

decision from which both Andrew and his brother Peter, as well 

as the Zebedee brethren, would reap eternal benefits. 

We are to see Andrew again at the time of the feeding of the 

5,000. When the question came up about how the vast multitude 

could be fed, Andrew anticipated the situation and vouchsafed 

the information that the only one who had brought any food with 

him was a lad with five barley loaves and two fishes. “One of 

his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, saith unto him, 

There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two 

small fishes: but what are they among so many?”  (John 6:8-

9). 

It turned out to be, to Andrew’s surprise, a useful piece of 

information. Jesus took the five loaves and two fishes, blessed 

them and broke them, and there was sufficient to feed the whole 

multitude. 

Another brief view of Andrew is found in John 12:21, when 

certain Greeks desired to see Jesus. Philip brought the word to 

Andrew   and   together   they   went   to   Him.   Then   followed   the 

discourse of Jesus on how He must die, but that in His death He 

would bring forth much fruit. Indeed! His death would result in 
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the salvation of the Gentiles such as these Greeks. 

Nathanael and Philip

Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 

Peter. Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We 

have   found   him,   of   whom   Moses   in   the   law,   and   the 

prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. 

And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing 

come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and 

see. Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, 

Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile! Nathanael 

saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered 

and said unto him, Before  that Philip called thee, when 

thou   wast   under   the   fig   tree,   I   saw   thee.   Nathanael 

answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of 

God; thou art the King of Israel. Jesus answered and said 

unto him, Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig 

tree,   believest   thou?   thou   shalt   see   greater   things   than 

these. And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God 

ascending   and   descending   upon   the   Son   of   man.   (John 

1:44-51). 

The   following   day  after   Andrew   brought   Peter   to   Christ, 

Jesus went forth and found Philip, who came from Bethsaida, 

the same  city where  Andrew and Peter  had been brought up. 

Hence, it is probable  that Peter had known Philip previously. 

Philip even as Andrew, intuitively  believed that Jesus was the 

Messiah. And as Andrew, he went to find his friend Nathanael 

and brought him to Jesus. It is puzzling in view of the length of 

the interview that Jesus had with Nathanael, that he should drop 

out of the gospel narrative. His name is not seen in any of the 

lists of the apostles. Yet he does appear again in John 21:2, after 

the resurrection of Christ, with several of the other apostles. It is 

conjectured that Nathanael is to be identified with Bartholomew 

whose name follows immediately after that of Philip on the lists. 

When Philip was drawn to Christ, his first act as we have 

said,   was   to   find   his   friend   Nathanael.   He   then   joyously 

communicated with him that he and his other friends had found 
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the Messiah of whom Moses in the Law and the prophets had 

written—Jesus  of  Nazareth.  This  latter  information  somewhat 

chilled Nathanael, and he replied, “Can there any good thing 

come out of Nazareth?”  Here we see the influence of rivalries 

between   the   adjacent   towns.   Cana   was   near   Nazareth,   and 

neither   of   the   villages   had   a   good   opinion   of   the   other. 

Nathanael was indeed looking for the coming of the Messiah; 

nevertheless, the idea that He might have come out of Nazareth 

shocked him. 

Philip in his search had found Nathanael under a fig tree, 

probably in prayer  and meditation. Very likely Nathanael had 

been pondering the words of John the Baptist  concerning the 

coming of the Messiah. How did they relate to the Scriptures 

which spoke of the Messiah? His meditations were broken by 

the arrival of Philip who made the bold assertion that he had 

found the Messiah! 

Although Cana is near Nazareth, and Nathanael and Jesus 

probably knew a number of the same people, it does not appear 

that   Nathanael   had   met   Jesus   personally   previous   to   that 

particular   meeting.   It   is   likely,   however,   that   Nathanael   and 

Philip  knew Joseph,  for  Philip  spoke  of  Him as  “the  son of 

Joseph.”  There is no difficulty here, for at this time Jesus was 

known as the son of Joseph,  and the supernatural  conception 

was still a sacred secret known only by a few. But it was not the 

lineage that troubled Nathanael. It was rather the place of His 

residence. It does indeed seem that the people of Nazareth were 

of a mediocre quality. Their rude treatment of Jesus when He 

sought to minister in His hometown bears this out. Cana was 

close enough to Nazareth for Nathanael to have had some first-

hand   knowledge   of   the   people.   In  general,   the   Jews   did   not 

expect the Messiah to come out of Galilee (John 7:52). 

Philip wisely did not argue the question with Nathanael but 

merely   said, “Come   and   see.”   Nathanael’s   problem   was 

common   to   the   whole   Jewish   nation.   Christ’s   origin   was  too 

humble for them to accept. Their preconceived ideas were an 

effectual   barrier   that   prevented   them   from   recognizing   the 
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Messiah when He came. But although Nathanael was perplexed, 

his   mind   was   not   closed   on   the   matter.   He   quickly  accepted 

Philip’s invitation to see Jesus. 

When Nathanael approached the Lord, he was met by the 

strange salutation, “Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 

guile!”   The  first  Israelite,  Jacob,  had  been full  of  guile. The 

Jews of that day were notorious for their guile. The hypocrisies 

of the Pharisees by which they succeeded in voiding the Word of 

God through the traditions of men, had become a part of their 

very nature. They revealed their guile by posing compromising 

dilemmas before Jesus under the guise of seeking truth, hoping 

all the while that they might somehow entrap Him. 

But Nathanael was free from such deceit and Jesus looked 

into his heart and knew what was there. Nathanael was startled 

that Jesus seemed to read his innermost thoughts, and he could 

only exclaim, “Whence knowest thou me?”  Jesus gave him a 

straightforward answer, “Before that Philip called thee, when 

thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.”  Since Jesus in His 

human body was not omniscient, we know that the gift of the 

Word of Knowledge was operating at this moment. Nathanael 

realized that Jesus had acquired this knowledge supernaturally. 

The young man had deliberately sought a place of concealment 

where   he   could   meditate   and   pray.   He   knew   he   had   been 

followed   there   by   Jesus   in   Spirit,   and   this   was   enough   to 

convince   Nathanael   that   He   was   more   than   a   man.   With 

forthrightness  he  made   his  confession, “Rabbi,   thou  art  the 

Son of God; thou art the King of Israel.” 

Some have pointed out the disproportion between the cause 

and   the   effect.   How   apparently   inadequate   was   the   simple 

statement of Christ, to draw out such a spontaneous confession 

of   faith   in   His   Messiahship.   But   Nathanael   had   just   been   in 

prayer and meditation. His very soul had been penetrated by the 

searching gaze of the Man who stood before him. 

The   reply   of   Jesus   to   his   confession   was   still   more 

surprising. He told Nathanael that he would see greater things 

than   these. “Hereafter,   ye   shall   see   heaven   open,   and   the 
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angels   of  God ascending   and  descending   upon  the  Son  of 

man.”  Jacob’s vision formed a background of the statement of 

the   Lord.   New   truth   was   brought   out.   The   ladder   became   a 

person.   Christ   is   the   ladder,   the   means   of   communication 

between earth and heaven. Nothing was mentioned about heaven 

being opened for Jacob. But it was to be opened for Nathanael 

and his companions. 

“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.” 

So the guileless Nathanael was to be able to see heaven open 

and the harmony restored between God and man. 

So one by one Christ added various disciples to His band, 

until He had altogether twelve, each of a different temperament 

than the other, but each with one exception fiercely loyal to their 

Master.   The   one   who   would   defect   was   Judas   Iscariot,   the 

official treasurer of the group. But that is a story which must be 

told later. 
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Chapter IV

 Christ Stills the Storm

 4 

The   mid-Galilean   ministry   of   Jesus   was   marked   by   the 

beginning   of   His   use   of   the   parable,   an   unusual   method   of 

teaching. At this time His fame had so spread abroad that great 

multitudes were being drawn to hear Him. Men had used the 

parable  before  in  teaching, but Christ’s  parables  were  unique 

and unparalleled in their scope. Nothing which approached their 

depth and power, their brevity and manifold application had ever 

appeared in the entire literature of mankind before or since. 

It is not our purpose at the present moment to enter into a 

detailed exposition of the parables. (These shall be dealt with in 

later volumes.) We today not only have the parables in written 

form, but also Christ’s explanation of some of them. But it was 

not so easy for those who heard them spoken for the first time to 

understand   them.   Even   the   disciples   failed   to   catch   their 

significance, and when they were alone with Jesus they sought a 

fuller explanation. 

When the day in which He spoke these first parables of the 

kingdom had ended, there was a desire on His part for solitude 

and a time of rest. Thereupon, He called His disciples to prepare 

the ship that they might go over to the other side. 

But before He could get away, an interruption occurred. As 

anyone   who   has   handled   large   crowds   at   a   gospel   meeting 

knows, when the service is over there is always a number  of 

people who come forward with special questions or problems, 

one   asking   this   thing,   and   another   something   else.   It   is   not 

unusual for some to desire to join themselves to the party. It is 

hardly surprising, therefore, that at the close of this great service 

by the  seashore  certain  ones should come  to Jesus and make 

request to become members of His band:

And a certain scribe came and said unto him, Master, 
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I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. And Jesus saith 

unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air 

have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his 

head. And another of his disciples said unto him, Lord, 

suffer me first to go and bury my father. But Jesus said 

unto him, Follow me; and let the dead bury their dead. 

(Matt. 8:19-22). 

The first was a scribe, who said, “Master, I will follow thee 

whithersoever   thou   goest.”   He   probably   thought   that   his 

official   rank   would   make   him   an   acceptable   addition   to   the 

party. The man had witnessed the surge of popular enthusiasm, 

and he may have supposed that joining the party of Christ had 

lucrative   possibilities.  Jesus   quickly  disillusioned  him  on this 

score, declaring that whereas the foxes had holes and the birds 

of the air had nests, the Son of Man had nowhere to lay His 

head. 

The   second   man   who   approached   Him   was   already   a 

disciple, but he had some matters to which he desired to attend. 

His father had died. There had to be a period of mourning, and 

the business of the settlement of the estate had to be taken care 

of.   He   would  follow  Jesus   as  soon  as  these   things  had  been 

resolved. How many since, having received the call of God, have 

allowed such temporal matters to detain them until the hour of 

opportunity has passed? Time and tide wait for no man. Jesus, 

admonishing the man said, “Follow me; and let the dead bury 

their dead.” 

The third aspirant had a similar case. He too would follow 

Jesus, but he had to bid farewell to his friends first. Too often 

this apparently innocent act has resulted in fatal effects. A young 

man is convinced that Jesus has called him. But he confides his 

intentions   to   someone   who   is   cold   to   the   idea.   Plausible 

arguments could be advanced against his plans. Warnings might 

be given that the enterprise could fail and come to nothing. The 

spirit of fear subtly interjects, and the result is that young man’s  

outlook becomes altered. Jesus said, “No man, having put his 

hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom 

of God”  (Luke 9:62). 
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Christ Stills the Storm

And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves 

beat into the ship, so that it was now full. And he was in 

the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they 

awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that 

we perish? And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said 

unto   the   sea,   Peace,   be   still.   And   the   wind   ceased,   and 

there was a great calm. (Mark 4:37-39). 

With these interruptions over, the disciples lifted anchor and 

set sail in their ship toward the eastern side of the lake. After 

they had gotten out a little way, Jesus lay down in the rear of the 

boat to get some much-needed rest. He could hear the waves as 

they splashed against the side of the ship and the low murmur of 

the conversation of the disciples as they discussed the meaning 

of the strange parables that  Jesus had spoken that  day to the 

people. Soon, He was fast asleep. 

About the time they had reached the middle of the lake, they 

became conscious of a brisk wind which was steadily increasing 

in strength. The Sea of Galilee is especially noted for capricious 

storms   that   burst   with   a   sudden   fury  upon   the   surface   of   its 

waters. Woe to those who are caught in the midst of one of these 

tempests! With scarcely a moment’s notice, the ship began to be 

buffeted about in a most dangerous way. The disciples let down 

their sails. Peter availed himself of all his skill at the helm to 

keep the boat from being swamped. Again and again the ship 

was half buried amid the foam of the breakers, necessitating the 

disciples to bail out the water constantly.  The spray from the 

dashing waves must have fallen upon Christ, but apparently He 

was   so   fatigued   from   His   long   hours   of   labor   that   He   slept 

through it all. 

But then things took a turn for the worse. The vehemence of 

the storm produced large billows which broke over into the boat 

itself, causing it to be so filled with water that it began to sink. 

It is a matter  of controversy as to just  how much control 

Satan has over the natural  elements and to what extent he is 
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responsible for storms of this nature. Certainly the devil does not 

possess unlimited power, nor can he put the people of God in 

physical   jeopardy   at   will.   Otherwise,   he   would   certainly   use 

those powers without restraint. No doubt there is, confluence, or 

combination of circumstances, involved. We do know Satan is 

“the prince of the power of the air”  and has a limited power 

over   the   natural   elements.   He   was   able   to   send   the   fire,   or 

lightning, which destroyed Job’s flocks (Job 1:12, 16). He also 

sent the cyclone or windstorm, that destroyed the house where 

his children were banqueting (Job 1:18- 19). Nothing would suit 

the diabolical purposes of Satan better than for the ship which 

carried   Jesus   and  the  apostolic  band  to  go  down  with  all   on 

board. 

It   appeared   to   the   disciples   that   such   a   fate   was   highly 

probable.   Despite   their   desperate   efforts,   they  saw   their   boat 

becoming filled with water. Seized with panic, they turned to 

Christ who was in the rear of the ship still asleep on a pillow, 

and awoke Him with the cry, “Master, carest thou not that we 

perish?” 

Here   was   a   crisis   indeed   to   test   a   man’s   mettle.   To   be 

awakened suddenly and find one’s self in a ship about to go 

down is enough to try the courage of any man. The disciples 

were  no weaklings and they knew the ways  of the sea. They 

were hardy fishermen whose courage and know-how could take 

them through a storm at sea as well as any man, if human skill 

alone could accomplish it. 

But  not  for a  moment   was the  spirit  of  the Lord ruffled. 

Without   a   single   indication   of   alarm,   He   arose   and   took 

command of the situation. He rebuked the wind. Did His rebuke 

indicate   that   there   was   a   diabolical   intelligence   behind   the 

storm? The majestic Christ stood there only a moment until the 

pent-up fury of the wind relaxed and the giant waves began to 

subside. In a matter of minutes the sea became as a mirror and 

“there was a great calm.”   For a moment we can assume that 

the disciples were fully occupied in bailing out the water that 

had gotten into the ship. Then they turned with faces filled with 
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wonder, exchanging glances with one another and realizing that 

God was standing before them, clothed in human flesh. 

They had in their terror accused Him of indifference. But 

instead of apologizing for negligence, Jesus said, “Why are ye 

so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?”  If we take these 

words literally,  we are compelled to come  to one conclusion: 

Christ’s  philosophy of  life  envisages a  man’s  putting himself 

completely into the hands of God, and in that committal he is 

perfectly   safe   from   all   harm.   Not   that   anyone   so   committed 

should tempt God. Jesus would not cast Himself down from the 

pinnacle   of   the   temple   to   prove   the   reality   of   that   Divine 

protection.   Men   should   use   all   proper   precautions   in   their 

business of living. Even in the Mosaic Law, those who built a 

house were commanded to put battlements around the roof to 

guard against anyone’s falling off the edge. 

Notwithstanding,   when   all   possible   contingencies   are 

anticipated, there is always  the danger of the unexpected and 

that which cannot be foreseen. That is where Divine providence 

comes in. Jesus was implying that men who put themselves fully 

under the protection of God need have no fear of the unexpected

—they are God’s and He will take care of His own. 

Therefore,   neither   men   nor   devils   could   harm  Christ   nor 

frustrate His mission before His time had come. So why then 

should His disciples fear the storm or be afraid that the boat 

would sink? No boat was ever made that could sink if Christ was 

in it! Those who cry in despair because they think their ship is 

going down need have no fear. All they have to make sure of is 

that Christ is in their ship! 

The significance of Christ’s words appeared to be lost on the 

disciples. They were saying to each other, “What manner of 

man   is   this,   that   even   the   winds   and   the   sea  obey   him?” 

Nevertheless, these very human disciples made the right choice 

to obtain the faith that Jesus had. They chose to live where faith 

was. They walked and talked with Jesus. They saw His miracles; 

they listened to the words of Him of whom it was said “Never 

man spake like this man.”  They saw Him heal the sick, raise 
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the dead, and cast out devils. They learned how He did it, and 

the day came that they no longer marvelled, but those who saw 

their works in turn marvelled. When Peter and John healed the 

lame man at the Beautiful Gate, it was the rulers of the Jews that 

were amazed; and we are told that they perceived that they had 

been with Jesus:

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, 

and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, 

they   marvelled;   and   they   took   knowledge   of   them,   that 

they had been with Jesus. (Acts 4:13). 

Some would cast doubt on this remarkable intervention of 

nature and say that what was meant was that Jesus calmed “His 

terrified companions, and that the hurricane, from natural causes 

sank as rapidly as it had arisen.” Of this, Dean Farrar in his  Life 

 of Christ  declares:

I reply, that if this were the only miracle in the life of 

Christ; if the Gospels were the loose, exaggerated, inaccurate, 

credulous   narratives   which   such   an   interpretation   would 

suppose; if there were something antecedently incredible in the 

supernatural;   if   there   were   in   the   spiritual   world   no 

transcendent facts which lie far beyond the comprehension of 

those who would bid us see nothing in the universe but the 

action of material laws; if there were no providences of God 

during   these   nineteen   centuries   to   attest   the   work   and   the 

Divinity of Christ—then indeed there would be no difficulty in 

such an interpretation. But if we believe that God rules; if we 

believe that Christ rose; if we have reason to hold, among the 

deepest convictions of our being, the certainty that God has 

not delegated His sovereignty or His providence to the final, 

unintelligent, pitiless, inevitable working of material forces; if 

we see on every page of the Evangelists the quiet simplicity of 

truthful   and   faithful   witnesses;   if   we   see   in   every   year   of 

succeeding history, and in every experience of individual life, 

a confirmation of the testimony which they delivered—then we 

shall neither clutch at rationalistic interpretations, nor be much 

troubled if others adopt them. He who believes, he who knows, 

the efficacy of prayer, in what other men may regard as the 

inevitable certainties or blindly-directed accidents of life—he 
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who has felt how the voice of a Saviour, heard across the long 

generations, can calm wilder storms than ever buffeted into 

fury the bosom of the inland Lake—he who sees in the person 

of his Redeemer a fact more stupendous and more majestic 

than all those observed sequences which men endow with an 

imaginary omnipotence, and worship under the name of Law

—to him, at least, there will be neither difficulty nor hesitation 

in supposing that Christ, on board that half-wrecked fishing-

boat,  did utter His mandate,  and that  the wind and the sea 

obeyed;   that   His   word   was  indeed   more   potent   among  the 

cosmic   forces   than   miles   of   agitated   water,   or   leagues   of 

rushing air. 
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Chapter V

 The Legion of the Damned

 5 

And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into 

the country of the Gadarenes. And when he was come out 

of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a 

man with an unclean spirit, Who had his dwelling among 

the   tombs;   and   no   man   could   bind   him,   no,   not   with 

chains; Because that he had been often bound with fetters 

and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by 

him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any 

man tame him. And always, night and day, he was in the 

mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself 

with stones. But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and 

worshipped  him, and  cried  with  a  loud voice,  and  said, 

What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most 

high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not. 

(Mark 5:1-7). 

When Christ and His disciples reached the other side of the 

Sea   of   Galilee,   they   did   not   find   the   rest   that   they   had 

anticipated. They were met by a demonstration of diabolic fury 

that rivalled that which they had encountered on the sea. There 

in the country of the Gadarenes the mountains rose up sharply 

from the surface of the water. Near the shore was located an old 

cemetery where people of the long past lay buried. The hills, too 

precipitate  for ordinary human habitation,  were  not, however, 

completely   unoccupied.   Nearby   was   a   great   herd   of   swine 

attended by swineherds. In the distance was the city of Gadara. 

Two   men   afflicted   with   a   raging   madness   inhabited   this 

rocky desolation. They wandered to and fro through the tombs 

and   rocks  and  came   out   to  meet   the   group.   One   of   the   men 

appeared to be more dangerous and aggressive. The other kept at 

a distance and did not take an active part in the unfolding drama. 

The fiercer of the two began to cry out against Jesus, indicating 

that he was a lunatic of the most violent kind. Since he was so 
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dangerous to society, many attempts had been made to bind him 

with strong chains. But when the paroxysms of his mania came 

upon him, he became possessed of such superhuman force that 

the chains and the fetters fell away. All attempts to hold him 

failed, and he had been abandoned to his lunacy. Driven from 

the haunts of men, wearing no clothes, this raving maniac had 

been forced to wander in his torment, while night and day he cut 

himself on the rocks and his voice rang out with wild demented 

yells. His only companionship was this other demented man who 

was hovering about some distance away. 

When   the   man   possessed   with   the   demons   approached 

Christ,  there  was  a  great  change  in  his attitude.   The   demons 

recognizing   the   One   who   had   mastery   over   them,   apparently 

took an abject attitude, hoping in their desperation that Christ 

would not send them away into the deep. Here we have one of 

the few Scriptural examples of a colloquy between a holy person 

and evil spirits. The man in whom the demons were, fell before 

Jesus in an attitude of worship and cried with a loud voice:

What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the 

most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment 

me not. (Mark 5:7). 

It is doubtful that the man himself had any knowledge of 

what he was saying. The demons had such control over his mind 

that  they  completely  dominated  his  personality.   Such  persons 

when   delivered,   rarely   have   a   recollection   of   events   that 

occurred during the period of their obsession. 

Demons know that they are damned spirits beyond the hope 

and pale of redemption. It is a torment and agony to them to be 

brought   into   the   presence   of   a   holy   being,   and   thereby   be 

reminded of their irremediable lost condition, the realization of 

the coming bliss of the righteous, and the awful prospect of their 

future doom. So what point had they in common with Christ, and 

why should He come to torment them before their time? (Matt. 

8:29). 

The fact is that demons have no right to possess a human 

being made in the image of God. Nevertheless, it is also true that 
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if men through sin break over the barriers, or wander outside the 

pale of divine protective power, demons are always on the alert 

to take the advantage allowed them. Indeed Jesus pointed out on 

another occasion that if the man who was delivered continued to 

wander   outside   the   realm   of   divine   protection,   the   exorcised 

demon would sooner or later return, and seeing the house “swept 

and garnished,” would take unto himself seven other spirits and 

the last state of the man would be worse than the first:

When   the   unclean   spirit   is   gone   out   of   a   man,   he 

walketh   through   dry   places,   seeking   rest;   and   finding 

none, he saith, I will return unto my house whence I came 

out.   And   when   he   cometh,   he   findeth   it   swept   and 

garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other 

spirits more wicked than himself; and they enter in, and 

dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the 

first. (Luke 11:24-26). 

The demons, therefore, were contesting a point of law as to 

whether or not they had the right to remain in the man. Jesus 

overruled their objection and said, “Come out of the man, thou 

unclean  spirit.”   Having established   the  fact   that   the  demons 

would have to come out, He perceived that there was a large 

number of them present. It is not uncommon after one or more 

demons are cast out for others to hide away in the victim hoping 

to escape detection by pretending to have departed. Subsequent 

events of course show that such persons are not fully delivered. 

On this occasion Jesus demanded that the demons divulge their 

name, thus disclosing information concerning their number. 

The leader of the demons responded saying, “My name is 

Legion:  for  we are many.”   The  name “legion” was adopted 

from the Romans, whose armies were composed of legions of 

6,000   men.   This   does   not   necessarily   mean   that   there   were 

exactly 6,000 devils in the man, but it does indicate that there 

were   a   great   number.   Jesus   purposed   that   the   whole   colony 

should be ejected from their victim. 

This brings up a question that is involved in the study of 

demonology and the  spirit world.  The  question is, how many 
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demons can inhabit a single human body at the same time? In 

certain instances, we are told that a person was possessed of as 

many as seven devils. Mary Magdalene had seven devils cast out 

of   her   (Luke   8:2).   One   thing   is   clear,   spirit   and   matter   can 

occupy   the   same   space   at   the   same   time.   No   scientific 

instruments can measure or analyze spirits, but they make their 

presence known through a human body. Evil spirits can operate 

through the body of a spiritualist medium. They can speak and 

carry on intelligent communication,  even as the demons were 

doing through this lunatic. They are the source of all sorts of 

phenomena,   such   as   causing   objects   to   fly   about;   they   can 

produce knockings, simulate voices, accomplish levitation, etc. 

But they must have a physical body to manifest themselves in 

the  physical  realm.  Demons  attach  themselves to the  nervous 

system   of   the   body   through   the   auditory   nerves,   the   optical 

nerves, the nerves of the brain, etc. 

The words of Jesus imply that demons crave embodiment in 

a human body, thus indicating that they are disembodied spirits. 

When   they   are   cast   out,   they  “walk   through   dry   places, 

seeking rest; and finding none.”   They cannot rest until they 

find and inhabit a human body. Once they enter, they are to a 

degree able to control it and to share the sensations and appetites 

of   the  body.   Demons   appear  willing to  share   their  habitation 

with other demons, since the increased number apparently give 

them almost absolute control over their victim (Luke 11:24-26). 

Thus can be seen the reason for the demons’ apprehension at 

being cast out. They feared that Jesus for some reason might cast 

them into the bottomless pit or the abyss:

And they besought him that he would not command 

them to go out into the deep. (Luke 8:31). 

We do not have record that Jesus cast any demons into the 

pit.   The   devils   themselves   contended   that   the   time   of   their 

punishment had not yet come (Matt. 8:29). This was probably 

true.   Satan   and   his   evil   spirits   will   be   incarcerated   in   the 

bottomless pit at the end of the age, at which time they will no 

longer be able to deceive the nations until the thousand years are 
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finished (Rev. 20:1-3). 

Notwithstanding,   we   know   that   some   fallen   angels   and 

demon spirits are already in confinement. Jude 6 and Revelation 

9:1-3 make this clear. On the other hand, it is certainly true that 

many demons are free to roam the earth. This gives rise to the 

question   as  to   whether   or   not,   if   demons   should   disobey  the 

restrictions God has set for them, it might be lawful to take their 

liberty   from   them.   In   other   words,   the   demons   seemed   to 

recognize   if   they   did   not   subject   themselves   to   Christ’s 

authority, He might bind them and cast them into the abyss, a 

place they feared exceedingly to go. 

Actually, the demons wished to remain in the country of the 

Gadarenes.   The   people   in   that   region   were   given   to   ungodly 

living and there would be a better chance for them to find further 

victims whose bodies they might inhabit. So their second plea 

was that He “would not send them away out of the country” 

(Mark 5:10). 

Not  being refused,  and there  being a large herd of 2,000 

swine nearby, all the devils besought Him saying, “Send us into 

the swine, that we may enter into them”   (Mark 5:12). Why 

did the demons make such a request and hope that it would be 

granted? 

The children of Israel had been given charge by the Mosaic 

Law not to eat swine flesh. In Jesus’ day the time had not yet 

come when God lifted this ceremonial prohibition (Acts 10:9-

16),   which   would   typify   the   cleansing   of   the   Gentiles   (Acts 

11:1-18). The  people of the Gadarenes were thus deliberately 

violating the Law of Moses by raising and trafficking in vast 

numbers of hogs and obviously making swine’s flesh available 

for general consumption. 

Since the owners of these swine were disobeying the Law of 

Moses,   could   Christ   forbid   their   request   and   thus   actually 

protect the contraband property of these lawbreakers? Actually, 

Jesus   would   not  interfere   with   them   for   good   or   ill.   Neither 

would He exercise His power to protect their illicit business. If 

the devils wished to enter the swine, it was up to them. 
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Demons when first ejected, like nascent chemicals seem to 

have unusual power; and upon leaving the man they moved like 

a gigantic swarm of invisible bats upon the herd of swine. How 

many   of   the   demons   immediately   succeeded   in   entering   the 

swine is not known but the sum result was that the herd became 

wild and unmanageable, insomuch that they began to stampede. 

(It has been aptly said that the hogs were different from some 

people. They couldn’t live with the demons.) In their panic, the 

great herd “ran violently down a steep place into the sea,”  and 

perished.   It   would   appear   doubtful   that   the   demons   had 

anticipated this result or taken into account what would happen 

if  the  swine  driven into a  frenzy in this  precipitous  location, 

panicked. 

The narrative at this point ceases to follow the activities of 

the   baffled   demons.   Disembodied,   they   probably   began   the 

restless   search   for   fresh   victims.   Some   very  profound   results 

followed   as   a   result   of   the   incident.   The   man   who   a   few 

moments before was a raging maniac suddenly became quiet and 

calm and was in his right mind. Apparently, he at once realized 

he was naked. And may we interject? Is not the spirit of nudity 

and exhibitionism of our day which has affected so many people 

of careless morals, likewise the spirit of demons? As long as the 

man was possessed of the devil, he would wear no clothes. Once 

he was delivered, he wanted his nakedness covered. Perhaps one 

of the disciples had an extra garment in the boat. At any rate, the  

man was soon clothed and began conversing in a normal way 

with Jesus and the disciples. 

It  can  be   understood   that   the  event   had  a   startling  effect 

upon the herdsmen. They saw their swine stampeding violently 

down the  mountainside and drowning in the waters below. Far 

from being able to quiet them, they barely managed to get out of 

their way in time to escape with their lives. Anything of such a 

violent and unexpected nature must have had a cause. What was 

it? They were not long in arriving at the truth. The lunatic who 

had terrorized the whole countryside with his wild gestures and 

fierce cries was sitting at the feet of Jesus clothed and carrying 

on an intelligent conversation. 
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Realizing that a vast amount of property had been destroyed 

and that they were accountable to their masters, the keepers fled 

to   the   city   telling   everyone   they   saw   what   had   happened. 

Ordinarily such a wondrous miracle would have caused joy and 

thanksgiving,   but   in   this   case   men’s   pocketbooks   had   been 

affected. The loss of such a great number of swine, jeopardizing 

the industry upon which many of the people depended, overruled 

every other consideration. 

The reaction of the Gadarenes who came out to see what had 

happened was different from that in other places. It is not said 

that they disbelieved in the deliverance of the lunatic, or said 

that  it was not accomplished by the power of God. But their 

precious swine had perished, their industry was threatened, and 

consequently their livelihood imperiled. Jesus might be a great 

prophet; He might be the Messiah, but they could not afford to 

accept what would cost them so much. As the demons wanted to 

be left alone, so did the Gadarenes. Men are always given their 

free choice of whether or not they will serve Christ. Alas! When 

the day comes for Christ to be their judge they will not have a 

choice (Matt. 25). 

Jesus turned away. He himself had warned His disciples not 

to give that which was holy unto dogs, neither to cast their pearls 

before swine, “Lest they trample them under their feet, and 

turn again and rend you.”   These people loved their sins and 

their swine, preferring them to Christ. Therefore, they entreated 

Him to leave them alone, and this He sadly agreed to do. 

Yet Jesus did not altogether leave the people to their doom. 

He knew that there were some who did not agree with what the 

majority had done. There were some precious souls who would 

have accepted Him if He had remained there. Was the blindness 

of  those  who  thought  only  of their  swine  to deprive all  of a 

chance of salvation? No, Jesus would give those who would an 

opportunity to reconsider their decision. 

Previously   in   Galilee   when   a   great   miracle   had   been 

performed, Jesus enjoined silence for reasons mentioned. But in 

this case there  was no need for that  prohibition. Jesus would 
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never personally return to the Gadarenes. 

The   people   had   prayed   that   Jesus   would   depart   and   He 

complied with their request. But the man who had been healed 

“prayed him that he might be with him” (Mark 5:18). Jesus 

suffered him not. He had a task for him to perform instead:

Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, 

Go home to thy friends and tell them how great things the 

Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee. 

(Mark 5:19). 

Much disappointed that he could not go with Jesus, the man 

once   possessed   of   devils,   nevertheless,   faithfully   obeyed   the 

Lord’s request. He returned to the people and began to publish 

in all the cities of Decapolis what great things that Christ had 

done for him. Those of that region had hoped that Jesus would 

go away and let them forget. But with this man who once had 

been   demented,   whom   no   prison   chains   could   hold   nor   man 

could tame, going up and down the country telling people of the 

great things that God had done for him, how could they forget? 

There   is one  last  word  that we  might  say concerning the 

people   of   Gadara.   The   day   was   to   come   (A.D.   67)   when 

Vespasian   and   Titus   would   enter   that   region,   massacring   the 

inhabitants   and   burning   to   the   ground   the   city   of   Gadara 

(Josephus   B.   J.   Ill   7,   1).   And   so   it   was   as   Jesus   said   of 

Jerusalem, “Thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.”  The 

man in whom the legion of the damned dwelt became a great 

missionary for Christ, but the people of that region who turned 

Christ away lived to join the damned. 
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So Jesus and His disciples retraced their journey back across 

the Sea of Galilee. What marvelous events had transpired in the 

short   space   of   just   twenty-four   hours!   But   other   remarkable 

miracles were to take place that day before the sun would set. 

The return to Capernaum was without incident; but when the sail 

of their ship was observed in the distance, crowds at once began 

gathering on the shore. Some who had witnessed the curing of 

the   lunatic   had   hurried   back   to   carry   the   news   of   what   had 

happened. At any rate, when Jesus reached the shore there was a 

vast multitude waiting to meet Him. 

The Paralytic Healed After Being Let Down 

From the Roof

And   it   came   to   pass   on   a   certain   day,   as   he   was 

teaching, that there were Pharisees and doctors of the law 

sitting by, which were come out of every town of Galilee, 

and Judea, and Jerusalem: and the power of the Lord was 

present to heal them. And, behold, men brought in a bed a 

man which was taken with a palsy: and they sought means 

to bring him in, and to lay him before him. And when they 

could   not   find   by   what   way   they   might   bring   him   in 

because  of   the  multitude,  they   went  upon  the  housetop, 

and let him down through the tiling with his couch into the 

midst before Jesus. And when he saw their faith, he said 

unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee. (Luke 5:17-20). 

Jesus went directly to a house—perhaps Peter’s, or it might 

have been one loaned to Him, and began to teach. He probably 

sat   near   the   doorway   while   the   crowd   pressed   as   close   as 

possible   to   Him   from   every  side.   After   He   had   taught   for   a 

while, He began to minister to some of the people for healing, 
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for we are told that the “power of the Lord was present to heal 

them.”   There   is  such   a   thing  as   an  atmosphere   of   faith   that 

makes   it   easy   for   people   to   get   healed.   The   very   opposite 

condition had prevailed during His second visit to Nazareth. He 

could do no mighty work there because of their unbelief (Mark 

6:5). 

When a man on a cot was brought into the courtyard, the 

place   was   so  thronged  that   there   was   no  way  for   those   who 

brought   him   to   get  near.   The   sick   man   was   in   a   desperate 

condition, paralyzed with the palsy. The four who sought to get 

him to Jesus could find no way of doing so directly. They were 

determined men, however, and they made their way up onto the 

roof of the outer stairway (Luke 5:19). Then making an opening 

by removing a few tiles, they lowered the man on his cot to a 

place near where Jesus sat. The palsied man had nothing to say, 

probably embarrassed by the manner in which his friends had 

brought him into the presence of Jesus. 

But  the  Lord,  looking around,  appeared  to be  pleased  by 

their faith, instead of rebuking them for tearing up the roof of 

the house:

And when he saw their faith, he said unto him, Man, 

thy sins are forgiven thee. (Luke 5:20). 

The   fact   that   the   words, “their   faith”   is   used   is   highly 

significant. The  poor paralytic  probably was so shaken up by 

being brought into the building in such an unorthodox fashion 

that   he   manifested   no   active   faith   in   his   healing.   But   Jesus 

showed that it is possible for others to supply the needed faith 

when the sick person is unable to exercise it for himself. So He 

said to the paralytic, “Man, thy sins are forgiven thee.” 

The Lord knew there were Pharisees and doctors of the law 

present,   some   of   them   emissaries   from   Jerusalem,   and   He 

realized that His word about forgiving the man’s sins had made 

an   unfavorable   impression   upon   them.   He   observed   the 

exchange   of   glances   and   looks   of   disapproval   on   their 

countenances as they whispered among themselves, “Who can 
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forgive sins, but God alone?” 

But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answering 

said unto them, What reason ye in your hearts? Whether is 

easier to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up 

and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath 

power upon earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick of 

the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, 

and go into thine house. (Luke 5:22-24). 

Anyone can say,  “Thy sins be forgiven thee,”  and who can 

say  whether   he   is   telling   the   truth?   But   when   one   says   to  a 

paralytic, “Arise   and   walk,”   and   he   walks,   the   person   who 

speaks obviously must have authority. If God gave Him power to 

do the first, was not that evidence that He had given Him power 

to do the other? But obstinacy is a peculiar trait and subsequent 

events were  to show  that  the  Pharisees  would not  accept  the 

explanation.   As   the   old   saying   goes,   “He   that   is   persuaded 

against his will is of the same opinion still.” 

Nonetheless, although the doctors of the Law opposed the 

work of Jesus in healing the paralytic, the rest of His audience 

when   they   saw   what   was   happening   began   praising   and 

glorifying God. Strength surged into the paralyzed limbs, and at 

the same time peace came to the man’s soul. He arose and lifted 

his   cot   upon   which   he   had   been   lying,   and   carried   it 

triumphantly out through the doorway while the  people made 

way for him. As he disappeared, he was still shouting praises to 

God. The people who witnessed this extraordinary miracle gave 

way to exclamations of astonishment not unmixed with awe, and 

said, “We have seen strange things today.”   They had never 

seen it in this fashion. 

The Call of Matthew (Matt. 9:9)

The gospel narrative as most Bible readers know does not by 

any means give a complete record of all things that Jesus did, 

nor does it always present them necessarily in the order in which 

they took place (John 21:25). We do know, however, that it was 

about this time that Jesus gave the call to Matthew, whom He 
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saw sitting at the receipt of customs. Apparently the Lord after 

healing the  man  of  the  palsy,  had  gone  back to the  seashore 

where   He   could   more   conveniently   minister   to   the   people. 

Matthew’s office of custom was located nearby, and when Jesus 

passed that way He said to Matthew, “Follow me.” At once the 

man arose and followed Him. Years afterward, Matthew would 

write the Gospel that bears his name. 

A little later that day, Jesus went to the home of Matthew 

who had prepared a feast for Jesus and had invited many of his 

own personal friends. We shall not linger over this event, save to 

say   that   certain   of   the   scribes   and   Pharisees   were   closely 

observing those who attended the feast. Christ’s cordiality to the 

sinners present caused them no little misgivings. But as for the 

people, they were more and more convinced that Jesus was that 

great prophet who should come into the world. Unfortunately, 

they, as well as Christ’s own disciples, shared the illusion that 

the   Messiah   would   begin   at   once   after   a   brief   period   of 

preaching to set up a visible earthly kingdom. 

The Healing of the Woman With the Issue of 

Blood

And it came to pass, that, when Jesus was returned, 

the people gladly received him: for they were all waiting 

for him. And, behold, there came a man named Jairus, and 

he was a ruler of the synagogue: and he fell down at Jesus’ 

feet, and besought him that he would come into his house: 

For he had only one daughter, about twelve years of age, 

and she lay a dying. But as he went, the people thronged 

him. And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, 

which   had   spent   all   her   living   upon   physicians,   neither 

could be healed of any, Came behind him, and touched the 

border of his garment: and immediately her issue of blood 

stanched. (Luke 8:40-44). 

The   feast   at   Matthew’s   house   had   scarcely   come   to   a 

conclusion   when   one   of   the   most   prominent   men   of   the   city 

came to Jesus with a most urgent personal request. It was none 
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other than the ruler of the synagogue, and the one who probably 

invited   Jesus   to   speak   on   the   day   He   healed   the   demoniac. 

Moreover, it is very likely that he was among the deputation 

who came to Jesus to plead the case of the centurion for  the 

healing of his servant. If this be true, it would explain his faith in 

Jesus who he believed could save the life of his daughter that lay 

dying. 

Falling   at   the   feet   of   Christ,   his   speech   rendered   almost 

incoherent by bursts of grief, he informed Jesus that his young 

daughter—his only daughter—lay at the point of death. If Jesus 

would but come and lay His hand upon her, she would live. It is 

possible that Jesus had seen the little girl when she came with 

her father to the synagogue on one of the days He had preached 

there. At any rate, Jesus touched by the appeal, arose at once and 

went with him, with a large crowd following. 

But   there   was   a   woman   in   the   multitude   who   had   stood 

about Matthew’s door while the feast had been going on. Not 

invited to the banquet, but daring to hope that when Jesus passed 

by the opportunity she had been looking for would come, she 

patiently waited. When the throng started for Jairus’ house, she 

joined it by mingling with them. For she was indeed in a pitiful 

condition, having been afflicted with an issue of blood for no 

less than twelve years. It was a most distressing case. She had 

done everything possible to be cured, but having spent all her 

living on the physicians she got no better—only worse. 

One   day  news   had   reached   her   of   people   who   had   been 

healed of incurable diseases by the Great Physician. Probably 

from modesty, she hesitated to reveal to Jesus the particular kind 

of affliction of which she had been suffering. It occurred to her 

that if she could only get near Him and touch the hem of His 

garment, she would be made whole. Therefore, when Jesus came 

out of the door with His disciples, she slipped in behind them, 

and while the multitude thronged about Jesus, she put out her 

trembling   hand   and  touched   the   hem  of   His  robe.   And  then, 

wonder of wonders, even as she drew her hand back, she felt the 

power of God go through her disease-wracked body, making her 
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completely whole! 

She now shrank back; her act was quite unnoticed by the 

crowd, but not by Jesus. He perceived immediately that virtue 

had flowed out from Him. He turned quickly and said, “Who 

touched me?”  Jesus could have discovered the woman, but He 

preferred for her to come forward and make herself known. One 

by one all denied that they were responsible. Indeed, Peter came 

forward   and   said   rather   impatiently, “Master,   the   multitude 

throng thee and press thee, and sayest thou, Who touched 

me?”   Peter was not a complex man, and he thought it absurd 

that the Lord would ask such a question, with the crowd pressing 

in all around Him. 

But Jesus was insistent, and His eyes wandered from face to 

face,  looking at  the  people  to distinguish between  those  who 

were curiosity-seekers and the one who had the touch of faith. 

Then His glance fell upon the poor woman, who saw she could 

not hide; she came forward to fall at His feet and tell Him the 

truth. Perhaps she feared His anger, for the Law declared that 

anyone   who  was  touched  by  a   person   so  afflicted   was  made 

ceremoniously unclean until evening (Lev. 15:19). 

It  is   sad  to  note   the   pitiful   attempts   of   some   who  try  to 

explain  the operation of  the  gifts of  the  Spirit  from a purely 

psychological basis. As Jesus said to the Sadducees, “Ye do err 

not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.”  We who 

have witnessed the gifts of the Spirit in operation have observed 

similar   manifestations   of   the   Word   of   Knowledge   and 

Discerning of Spirits many times. When those given to unbelief 

and ignorance have finally wrecked their lives upon the shoals 

of unbelief, we shall see that the Word of God has stood the test 

and   those   whose   faith   is   in   its   veracity  shall   never   come   to 

shame. 

If   the   poor   woman   who   had   been   healed   had   any 

apprehension of the Lord’s displeasure, those fears were quickly 

dispelled. Her touch could not pollute Him, but rather it cleansed 

her. Far from being indignant, the Lord’s gracious words spoke 

peace   to   her   troubled   life.   He   said, “Daughter,   be   of   good 
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comfort: thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace”  (Luke 

8:48). 

That   healing   virtue   is   a   tangible   thing   which   can   be 

transmitted   through   pieces   of   cloth   such   as   aprons   and 

handkerchiefs,  is no mere  fancy,  as seen in the  case of Paul. 

After cloths had touched his body, he sent them out to the sick 

and   they   were   healed;   even   evil   spirits   went   out   of   those 

possessed by them:

And   God   wrought   special   miracles  by   the   hands  of 

Paul: So that from his body were brought unto the sick 

handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from 

them, and the evil spirits went out of them. (Acts 19:11-12). 

Tradition declares that the woman’s name was Veronica. At 

one time a house in the city of Caesarea Philippi was pointed out 

as hers, and at the gates of the house was a sculptor’s work of a 

woman kneeling with outstretched hands before a man extending 

a   hand to  her.  It was  said  that   she   erected  the   monument   in 

memory of her healing. It is not unlikely that the woman was a 

Gentile, for had she been a Jewess she would not have dared to 

go abroad in her uncleanness. 

The Raising of Jairus’ Daughter

While he yet spake, there cometh one from the ruler of 

the   synagogue’s   house,   saying   to   him,   Thy   daughter   is 

dead; trouble not the Master. But when Jesus heard it, he 

answered him, saying, Fear not: believe only, and she shall 

be   made   whole.   And   when   he   came   into   the   house,   he 

suffered no man to go in, save Peter, and James, and John, 

and the father and the mother of the maiden. And all wept, 

and bewailed her: but he said, Weep not; she is not dead, 

but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn, knowing that 

she was dead. And he put them all out, and took her by the 

hand, and called, saying, Maid, arise. And her spirit came 

again, and she arose straightway: and he commanded to 

give her meat. And her parents were astonished: but he 

charged them that they should tell no man what was done. 

(Luke 8:49-56). 
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The incident that had just occurred had occasioned a brief 

delay, and though it must have profoundly impressed the people 

who were following Jesus, to Jairus who knew his daughter was 

gasping her last breaths, it must have caused deep anguish. It 

was only a few minutes’ interruption, but it seemed like hours to 

the father. And then, as the company started on its way again a 

messenger   reached   Jairus   saying,   “Thy   daughter   is   dead; 

trouble not the Master.”   It was too late after all! How those 

words   must   have   stung   the   father’s   heart.   If   Jesus   had   only 

gotten there a little sooner his child would have lived. But it was 

too late. Although the message was not addressed to Jesus, He 

overheard it, and knowing the anguish of the father, He said, 

“Fear not; believe only, and she shall be made whole.”   At 

such  a  time,   faith  grasps  at  the  impossible   and  the  words   of 

Jesus must have been reassuring. 

As the company drew near the house, they could hear the 

hired mourners and minstrels as they beat their breasts and set 

up their wailing chants. When Jesus arrived He sought to still 

them by saying, “Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth.” 

The  professional  mourners thought  this was a poor  joke,  and 

they ceased their mercenary wails only long enough to give Him 

a   derisive   laugh.   Jesus   did   not   prolong   the   unprofitable 

conversation,   but   ordered   them   put   out   Of   the   house   and 

commanded   that   none   other   should   enter   save   Peter,   James, 

John, and the parents. 

There was a reason for this. The kind of spiritual atmosphere 

produced by a mixed crowd—if it is one of unbelief—has much 

to   do   with   the   effectiveness   of   the   working   of   the   Gifts   of 

Healing and Miracles. A gaping curiosity-seeking audience is far 

from a help when ministering to serious cases. 

Having put the crowd out, Jesus took the hand of the little 

girl.   He   spoke   two   words, “Talitha   cumi”   which   means, 

“Maid, arise.”   Then suddenly, out of eternity the spirit of the 

girl   returned,   and   she   arose   and   walked   before   them.   An 

amazement took hold of the parents so that they scarcely knew 

what to say.  Who can describe  the wild emotions of joy that 
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thrilled   them   when   they   saw   what   had   happened!   But   Jesus 

calmly   told   them   to   give   their   daughter   some   nourishment. 

Therein is a simple lesson for those who teach Divine healing. 

Rest, proper food, and care of the body is important if one is to 

maintain health after receiving healing. Had the girl not been fed 

and proper nourishment given her, she might have had a relapse. 

On the other hand, the person who receives healing is not to be 

treated as an invalid. It is good for those who have been healed 

to arise from their bed and walk. Faith is an act; faith and works 

must function as one. 

While  we are discussing the subject  of the raising of the 

dead, we may note that those Jesus raised were comparatively 

young   persons   with   most   of   their   lives   before   them.   It   is 

ordinarily the will of God for people to live out their days in this 

world—for as has been said, “Earth is a school to prepare us for 

glory.”  Divine providence  so designed earth for that purpose. 

Nevertheless, there is nothing immortal about the temple of clay 

that we live in. The human body in its physical state, with its 

frailties and weaknesses, is not designed for immortality. There 

comes a time when we must put off this tabernacle that we might 

receive a glorified body like unto that of Christ’s. 

Jesus cautioned the ruler of the synagogue to say nothing to 

the crowd outside.  Concealment  of the fact  of the miracle  of 

course   would   be   impossible,   for   neighbors   would   soon   learn 

about it. But it seemed to be a consistent policy with Jesus that 

He   never   sought   to   prove   His   power   to   unbelief.   He   had 

performed more than enough miracles to attest His Divinity, and 

it  was important  that  men  should  hear  and heed  His mission 

before He gave them more. It is a terrible thing for a person to 

get hardened to an acceptance of miracles before he has been 

moved to repentance. For there is little left to move him. 

The Healing of the Two Blind Men

As Jesus slipped out of the house, He gave no word to the 

wondering crowd who stood about the door waiting to hear what 

was happening inside. They would have to get their information 
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from others. The Lord now hastened homeward. But as He went, 

two blind men posted themselves in His path. Realizing that He 

could not allow a healing line to be formed outside the house of 

Jairus, which might continue through the night, He hurried on. 

The blind men, nonetheless, were persistent. They followed 

Him, probably guided by some friend, crying in a loud voice, 

“Thou son of David, have mercy on us”  (Matt. 9:27). “Son of 

David”   was   a   Messianic   title,   but   Christ   never   accepted   it, 

except in the sense of His mother’s lineage (Matt. 22:41-46). 

Although   Jesus   went   on   without   pausing,   the   blind   men 

managed to follow Him to His house. They were at His door 

importuning Him for admittance, and He could not turn them 

away. 

Nevertheless,  before  the  Lord  healed  them,   He  paused  to 

give them certain instructions. One of the mistakes of some who 

minister   healing  is   that   they  often   fail   to   give   their   listeners 

proper   instructions.   Consequently,   many   who   receive 

deliverance   lose   it   (Luke   11:24-26).   Jesus,   however,   in   His 

perfect understanding of the human heart, always went directly 

to the seat of the trouble. Perhaps in this case He would say 

something to draw out their faith. It is one thing to be desperate 

for   healing;   it   is   another   thing   to   have   faith.   The   two 

circumstances are not exactly the same, although there is such a 

thing as the desperation of faith. 

The two blind men were desperate enough. They were so 

determined   to   get   their   healing   that   they   had   overcome   all 

obstacles   and   had   pressed   their   way   until   they   were   in   His 

presence.  Was it just  a hope  on their part, or did they really 

believe   He   was   able   to   give   them   their   sight?   That   was   the 

question   Jesus   wanted   to   know.   Sometimes   when   people   are 

asked this question, the note of hesitancy is apparent in their 

voice. They are relying altogether on the other person’s faith. In 

such case, their request for healing is premature. They need to 

listen to teaching until faith springs up in their hearts. “Faith 

cometh   by   hearing,   and   hearing   by   the   word   of   God” 

(Romans 10:17). 
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The desperation of the blind men evidently begat faith. And 

in a chorus they answered,   “Yea, Lord.”   Then Jesus touched 

their eyes saying, “According to your faith be it done unto 

you.”   Thus did Jesus show that men’s faith was an essential 

element   of   healing—that   He   was   not   just   a   miracle   man 

wandering around performing wonders, but that people receive 

healing, according to the faith they exercise. So when Jesus had 

spoken the words their eyes came open. Then as they looked, 

wonder   of   wonders,   the   first   thing   they   saw   was   the   kind 

compassionate eyes of the One who had healed them. 

Jesus foresaw what would happen if word of this miracle 

went abroad. Popular excitement was steadily rising. News of 

the   girl   who   had   been   raised   from   the   dead   would   soon   get 

around.   Therefore,   He   strictly   charged   the   blind   men   to   say 

nothing about receiving their sight. Nevertheless they paid no 

heed   to   His   command.   They   did   not   pause   to   consider   that 

obedience is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 

rams. There is such a thing as service which instead of honoring 

Christ, only hinders His purpose and results in harm instead of 

good. So they went out from the presence of Jesus to tell the 

story far and wide, with the very result that Christ anticipated. 
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