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Chapter I

 The Disciples Are Commanded to Heal the 

 I 

 Sick

And   Jesus   went   about   all   the   cities   and   villages, 

teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of 

the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease 

among the people. But when he saw the multitudes, he was 

moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and 

were   scattered   abroad,   as   sheep   having   no   shepherd. 

(Matt. 9:35, 36). 

So great were the multitudes that came to hear the preaching 

of Jesus, that He saw that the time had come for Him to make a 

change. Hitherto the Twelve had followed Him on all occasions. 

But it was time that they were to launch out on their own. There 

were two reasons for this. One was that the day was not far off 

when the Lord would be taken from them. The other was that by 

dividing  up the work, more  could be accomplished.  As Jesus 

looked   out   on   the   fields   and   saw   the   multitudes   without   a 

shepherd,   He   turned   to   the   disciples   and   said, “Pray   ye 

therefore  the  Lord of  the harvest,  that  he  will  send forth 

laborers into his harvest.”   He not only saw the people of the 

regions where He had been ministering, but He saw the field as 

the whole world. Soon He would be saying to His followers, 

“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 

creature.” 

The men around Him came from humble stations in life, but 

they were the ones to whom would be given the work of the 

Christian Church. They were to be great, but their greatness was 

to come from Christ alone. It was the magnitude of His character 

that made them fit for the gigantic task. In the beginning they 

were rude and carnal, but Christ patiently taught them, ridding 

them of their earthly illusions concerning the coming kingdom. 

He had made their training His most constant work. They saw all 
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He did and heard all He said. Often He took them aside to give 

them  some   special  teaching.  Gradually,   He  stamped  His  own 

image upon them. 

The time had come for them to be sent forth on their first 

preaching mission, and He called them unto Himself:

And when he called unto him his twelve disciples, he 

gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, 

and   to   heal   all   manner   of   sickness   and   all   manner   of 

disease. (Matt. 10:1). 

It was an ordination service, in which He would give them 

final instructions before sending them out two by two. Although 

it is not explicitly stated, the order of the apostles as they were 

sent out was probably as is listed in Matthew 10:2:

1. Peter and Andrew

2. James and John

3. Philip and Bartholomew (Nathanael)

4. Thomas and Matthew

5. James and Lebbaeus (Thaddaeus) (James is also called 

Cleopas, Lebbaeus was also called Judas)

6. Simon and Judas Iscariot

The Instructions Given the Twelve

1. They were to limit their ministry to Israel. They were 

not   to   go  to   Samaria   nor   to   any  city  of   the   Gentiles 

(Verses 5-6). 

2. They were to go forth in the ministry of deliverance, the 

same ministry that Jesus had demonstrated:

And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven 

is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, 

cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. (Matt. 

10:7-8). 

This   remarkable   commission   to   minister   to   the   sick   was 
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given at the head of the list of His instructions, and shows the 

importance of this ministry. 

3. They were to take nothing with them; neither money in 

their purses nor scrip to buy food. Nor were they to take 

two   coats,   nor   an   extra   pair   of   shoes.   “For   the 

workman is worthy of his meat.” 

There   were   several   reasons   why   Jesus   gave   these 

instructions. First, when God calls a man for the ministry, He 

wants him to learn to depend entirely upon Him. Second, the 

disciples were on an urgent errand;  He did not want them to 

waste time in making unnecessary preparations. Jesus had spent 

many months preparing them spiritually,  but He did not wish 

them   to   encumber   themselves   on   their   preaching   tour   with 

unnecessary   baggage.   Third,   Jesus   pointed   out   that   the 

“workman was worthy of his meat.”  They were going to bless 

the people, heal them, give them the good news of the kingdom. 

They were worthy to receive in return those things which were 

necessary. 

They were not beggars in any sense of the word; those who 

entertained them would receive a rich reward (Matt. 10:40-42). 

When, therefore, they arrived in a city, they were to inquire who 

was worthy, and then abide at that place. They were not to move 

from house to house. In other words, they were not to waste their 

time in social visits. While under a man’s roof they were to bear 

themselves graciously and considerately, finding no fault with 

the food or accommodations. 

They were to bless the house  in which they were guests, 

saying, “Peace   be   unto   you.” Sometimes   they  would   be   ill-

received and their message would be rejected. They were then to 

take their departure, after first solemnly protesting against that 

city, and shaking off the dust of their feet as a witness against it:

And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your 

words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off 

the dust of your feet. (Matt. 10:14). 

We   should   note   in   passing  that   Christ   at   the   end   of   His 
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ministry changed His instructions in the matter of not taking a 

purse. At the present time He wished to show His disciples that 

regardless of what circumstances they might meet, God would 

always take care of His own when they were on His business. 

Nevertheless, the Lord did not want people to get the idea that 

His   plan   for   the   ministry  was   that   it   should   be   supported   in 

strange and mysterious ways. Nor did He wish to deprive the 

people of the blessing that comes from giving and supporting the 

ministry. Later, when the disciples returned, the apostolic party 

had   a   common   purse.   And   still   later   He   reminded   them  that 

although He had told them they were to take no purse, they were 

now to carry one (Luke 22:36). 

Next,   Jesus   gave   them   a   warning:  “Behold,   I   send   you 

forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as 

serpents,  and harmless  as doves”   (Matt.  10:16).  They were 

warned   against   recklessness.   Certainly   the   minister   needs 

wisdom  in   facing  the   forces   of   evil   that   seek  to   entrap   him. 

Wisdom was to be the first gift of the Spirit (I Cor. 12:8). Indeed 

God has promised this to all who ask for it (James 1:5-6). Alas, 

many,  because   they  have  lacked that  wisdom,   have   had their 

ministry end in calamity. 

The disciples were not to invite danger openly. If it seemed 

as if physical force were about to be used on them, they were to 

leave   at   once   and   go  to   the   next   city.   Nevertheless,   in   their 

lifetime,   some   would   be   taken   before   magistrates   and   even 

governors or kings. If and when that happened, they were not to 

depend upon their human wisdom, but on the wisdom given by 

the Holy Ghost:

But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or 

what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same 

hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but 

the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. (Matt. 

10:19-20). 

It is obvious that the instructions that Jesus was giving to the 

apostles went beyond their immediate mission. Prophetically, it 

was projected into the years and centuries ahead, when many of 
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their successors would give their lives as martyrs. Especially did 

it   refer   to   the   age   of   persecution   of   the   second   and   third 

centuries,   when   believers   were  “hated   of   all   men   for   my 

name’s sake”  (Verse 22). 

The 23rd Verse is of singular importance, for Christ leaps 

ahead in time to the very end of the age, when the messengers of 

the   Kingdom   would   complete  the   work   of   the   apostles.   The 

preaching of the Gospel would practically cease in Israel after 

about 66 A.D., when the Jewish-Roman wars would begin. The 

dispersion of Israel would follow and last for many centuries. 

Then as the age would draw to an end, God would gather His 

people again into their land—yet in unbelief. Then would come 

the task of carrying the Messianic message to them. The workers 

would have to finish the task in a hurry,  for the work would 

scarcely be completed before the coming of the Son of man:

But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into 

another; for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone 

over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come. (Matt. 

10:23). 

Truly, the evangelization of Israel is one of the most urgent 

tasks which confronts the church today. 

When the Lord had finished giving His instructions, He sent 

them out two by two, and then He went His way, also to preach 

and teach in the cities of Galilee. That He did not continue long 

in Galilee is probable, for about this time John informs us that 

Jesus made a visit to Jerusalem to attend a feast, and He went 

alone. As Dean Farrar brings out in his  Excursus VIII,  this feast 

probably   was   the   Feast   of   Purim,   one   that   occurred   about   a 

month before the Feast of the Passover. It was not a Passover 

Feast, since John always mentions those feasts by name (John 

2:13; 6:4; 11:55). Moreover, if this were a Passover Feast, then 

John omitted a whole year of Christ’s ministry (John 6:4). There 

are several things that we need not discuss here which indicate 

that this was the Feast of Purim. 

The Feast of Purim was a saturnalia of Judaism, one without 

divine authority, and one which had its roots in the vindictive 
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and provincial feelings of the nation, and was unconnected with 

religious service. Why Jesus departed for Jerusalem at this time 

is  not  explained,  but   nothing is  said   that  He  went   merely  to 

attend the feast. He may have gone up to Jerusalem to be present 

at  the  later  Passover Feast.  He  would leave  early in order  to 

avoid the  publicity  and the  dangerous excitement   involved in 

joining the caravans that travelled at that time. The opportunity 

obviously presented itself at the time when His disciples were 

engaged in their missionary work. 

Nevertheless,   Jesus   did   not   remain   for   the   Feast   of   the 

Passover, and the events of the next chapter reveal the reason 

why He did not. 
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 II 

After   this there   was  a  feast  of   the  Jews;  and   Jesus 

went up to Jerusalem. Now there is at Jerusalem by the 

sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue 

Bethesda,   having   five   porches.   In   these   lay   a   great 

multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting 

for the moving of the water. For an angel went down at a 

certain   season   into   the   pool,   and   troubled   the   water: 

whosoever   then   first   after   the   troubling   of   the   water 

stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. 

And   a   certain   man   was   there,   which   had   an   infirmity 

thirty and eight years. When Jesus saw him lie, and knew 

that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto 

him,   Wilt   thou   be   made   whole?   The   impotent   man 

answered   him,   Sir,   I   have   no   man,   when   the   water   is 

troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, 

another steppeth down before me. Jesus saith unto him, 

Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. And immediately the man 

was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on 

the same day was the sabbath. (John 5:1-9). 

Over one year of the ministry of Christ had been completed, 

and the time of the Passover came around again. As we have 

seen,  Jesus   probably  had  been   in  Jerusalem  for  some  weeks. 

During   His   visit   He   was   kept   under   close   surveillance.   The 

emissaries of the Sanhedrin had brought back a report of His 

doings   in   Galilee,   and   it   was   a   heavy   indictment.   He   had 

consorted with sinners, they said; He claimed power to forgive 

sins, and showed laxity in the matter of keeping the Sabbath. 

Moreover, in their  opinion He had been guilty of blasphemy. 

They were soon to find occasion against Him in Jerusalem. 

In Jerusalem near the sheep-gate there was a pool known by 

the   name   of   Bethesda,   which   it   was   claimed   had   remarkable 

properties. Around a pentagonal masonry,  a multitude  of sick 
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folk   gathered—sufferers   from   blindness,   deafness,   lameness, 

and from every manner of disease. It was said that at certain 

times   an   angel   went   down   into   the   water   and   troubled   it. 

Whoever then went down first after the troubling of the water 

“was made whole of whatsoever disease he had.” 

Many   scholars   believe   that   the   evidence   against   the 

genuineness of this passage is strong, since it is omitted in so 

many manuscripts. Of this, Dean Farrar in his   Life  of  Christ 

makes the following remarks which may be of interest to the 

reader:

The weight of evidence both external and internal against 

the genuineness of John 5:3, 4 is overwhelming. It is omitted 

by not a few of the weightiest MSS, and versions (B. D. the 

Cureton Syriac). In others in which it does occur it is obelisked 

as dubious. This abounds in various readings, showing that 

there is something suspicious about it. It contains in the short 

compass of a few lines no less than seven words not found 

with  a   different   sense.   It   relates   a   most   startling   fact,   one 

wholly unlike anything else in Scripture, one not alluded to by 

a single other writer, Jewish or heathen, and one which, had 

there been the slightest ground for believing in its truth, would 

certainly not have been passed over in silence by Josephus. Its 

insertion (to explain the word in Verse 7) is easily accounted 

for;   its   omission,   had   it   been   in   the   original   text,   is   quite 

inconceivable. Accordingly, it is rejected from the text by the 

best editors as a spurious gloss, and indeed there is no earlier 

trace of its existence than an allusion to it in Tertullian (De 

Bapt. 5). (Ob. circ. A.D. 220). 

While   it   is   possible   that   the   verse   could   have   been 

interjected and, therefore, spurious, we do not believe the proof 

is   absolute.   We   leave   it   to   the   reader   to   draw   his   own 

conclusions. 

Among the sufferers lying some distance from the water was 

one in an especially pitiful condition, who had been a paralytic 

for   thirty-eight   years.   He   had   come   to   the   pool   either   by 

crawling there, or by whatever means he found available. Being 

left there unaided, and as the motion of the water occurred at 
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irregular intervals, others less feeble than himself were always 

able to get into the water before him. 

Jesus looked on the man with deep pity. It is obvious that his 

whole life had been one of frustration and despair. He was a 

beaten   man—a   soul   for   whom   no   man   cared.   Still 

notwithstanding all that, he held a slender hope. Who knows—

some day someone could take pity on him, and when the water 

was troubled might assist him into the pool first. 

To attract  the  man’s attention,  Jesus said, “Wilt thou be 

made whole?”  So long had been the hopelessness of his lot, that 

the words scarcely stirred him. Nevertheless, thinking perhaps 

that this stranger might be kind enough to help him get into the 

water when the moving again took place, he explained the sad 

story of his long frustration. 

It  is   notable   that   Jesus   had   nothing   to   say,   either   for   or 

against   the   efficacy   of   the   pool.   Jesus’   ministry   was   not 

negative,  but   positive.  He  spoke  a   word  of  command, “Rise, 

take up thy bed, and walk.”  His voice carried such a weight of 

authority that the man involuntarily made an effort to rise. And 

as he did, to his unspeakable joy, he found the atrophied muscles 

responding!   After   thirty-eight   years   of   lying   on   a   cot,   he 

suddenly found that he could walk. It is a strange commentary 

on the multitude of sufferers, that the man was able to do so 

without   attracting   their   attention.   But   they  had   their   gaze   so 

transfixed on the pool as they watched for the moving of the 

water, that even the commotion caused by the man taking up his 

cot failed to get their attention. Surely they represent many today 

whose   gaze   is   upon   physical   remedies.   We   would   not   speak 

against these things, nor the physicians who serve to alleviate 

the   suffering   of   mankind.   Jesus   never   spoke   against   them. 

Nonetheless, the average physician will be as ready as anyone to 

admit that there are many diseases that medical science cannot 

cure. Some poor people go from one operation to another, and 

they are so intent in trying to find a cure that they miss the Great 

Physician altogether. 

The people at the pool evidently failed to notice the man’s 
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healing or they would have clamoured for Jesus to heal them. 

Nevertheless, the ecclesiastics took quick note of the situation. 

Not   that   they  noticed   he   had   been   healed,   for   these   hireling 

shepherds did not recognize the man as the erstwhile paralytic. 

They apparently cared little about the sick and broken of their 

flock. But the matter that angered them was that the man was 

carrying   his   cot   on   the   Sabbath   day.   This   they  considered   a 

flagrant   violation   of   the   Sabbath.   The   man   answered   saying, 

“He that made me whole, the same said unto me, Take up 

thy bed, and walk”  (Verse 11). 

As the inner life of a professor of religion becomes dead, 

even the more does he become attached to formalism and the 

observance of petty rules. The  Sabbath was made for man, but 

the Jews had changed it around until it seemed that man was 

made   for   the   Sabbath.   The   observance   of   the   Sabbath   had 

practically become a fetish, a custom hedged with innumerable 

frivolous and senseless restrictions. The great provisions of the 

Mosaic Law of mercy and judgment were passed by. 

These heresy-hunters already half-suspecting that this Jesus 

who had come from Galilee was the source of the miracle, began 

to question the man as to who it was that told him to take up his 

bed and walk. It is to be observed that they didn’t ask him who 

had healed him. They purposely ignored this fact, but pressed 

their interrogation as to who told him to take up his bed. The 

imagined breach of their law was their sole concern. 

They  believed   that   they  had   a   clear-cut   precedent   of   the 

violation  of  the   Law.  Had   not   a   man   during the  days   of   the 

children of Israel’s wandering in the wilderness, been stoned for 

gathering sticks on the Sabbath days? And did not Jeremiah say, 

“Take   heed   to   yourselves,   and   bear   no   burden   on   the 

Sabbath?”  (Jer. 17:21). 

But the reason for these injunctions was the one of mercy 

intended to protect the oppressed from a life of incessant toil. 

Had it not been for the institution of the seventh day as a day of 

rest,   the   greed   of   employers   would   have   exacted   from   the 

working man labor without cessation. Now when a man who had 
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been healed wished to carry home  his pallet, why should the 

commandment be interpreted to force the man to leave behind 

his bed, probably the only thing that he possessed? “Where is 

that fellow who told you to carry your cot?”  Their voices rose 

in   indignation.   But   the   man   could   not   tell,   for   Jesus   had 

conveyed Himself away. 

After a while the man went to the temple. This would seem 

to be in his favor. It would appear that he had gone there to give 

God thanks. While in the temple, Jesus saw him and gave him a 

word of warning, “Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, 

lest a worse thing come unto thee”  (John 5:14). In the hearing 

of   the   crowd,   Jesus   said   nothing   to   embarrass   him,   but   He 

sought him out and brought to his remembrance his sin—a sin 

that   might   have   been   the   cause   of   his   affliction.   He   had   to 

forsake it. 

There  are  those  who would  tell  us that  if  a  man  is truly 

healed by God, the affliction cannot come back on him. Such 

statements are in total  variance  with the Scriptures.  Not  only 

may the affliction return, if a man fails to go on with God or 

lapses back into sin, but an even worse thing may come unto 

him. Surely some are in sore need of Biblical teaching if they are 

to understand God’s way of healing. 

It   is   at   this   point   that   we   are   confronted   with   a   rather 

peculiar   circumstance.   The   man   went   and   told   the   Jewish 

authorities that Jesus had healed him, with the result  that the 

Jews sought to kill Jesus. Dean Farrar makes some interesting 

remarks on this in his  Life of Christ:

Perhaps the warning had been given because Christ read 

the worthless nature of the man; at any rate, there is something 

at first sight peculiarly revolting in the 15th verse. The man 

went and told the Jewish authorities that it was Jesus who had 

made him whole. It is barely possible, though most unlikely, 

that he may have meant to magnify the name of One who had 

wrought such a mighty work; but as he must have been well 

aware of the angry feelings of the Jews—as we hear no word 

of his gratitude, no word of glorifying God—as too, it must 

have been clear to him that Jesus in working the miracle had 
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been touched by compassion only, and had been anxious to 

shun publicity—it must be confessed that the prima facie view 

of  the  man’s conduct   is that   it   was  an  act  of  contemptible 

delation—a piece of pitiful self-protection at the expense of 

his benefactor—an almost inconceivable compound of feeble 

sycophancy and base ingratitude. Apparently the warning of 

Jesus   had   been   deeply  necessary,   as,   if   we  judge   the   man 

aright, it was wholly unavailing. 

For the consequences were disastrous. They changed, in 

fact, the entire tenor of Christ’s remaining life. Untouched by 

the evidence of tender compassion, unmoved by the display of 

miraculous power, the Jewish inquisitors were up in arms to 

defend   their   favourite   piece   of   legalism.   ‘They   began   to 

 persecute Jesus because He did such things on the Sabbath  

 day.' 

We must say that if the man did this deliberately, he was a 

monster of ingratitude, one who would betray his benefactor in 

order   to   clear   himself   from   the   charge   of   Sabbath-breaking. 

Nevertheless, it is more likely that he testified of a miracle of 

mercy   in   gladness   of   heart   supposing   it   would   evoke   their 

wonder  and admiration.  Then too, his presence  in the  temple 

would   indicate   that   he   had   gone   there   as   a   penitent   to   give 

thanks to God and to vow to lead a new life. Moreover, it is 

unlikely that the man, having been in the condition he was, had 

any   knowledge   of   the   Jews’   hatred   of   Christ.   What   he   did, 

therefore, would seem to be in all simplicity and good faith. 

At any rate, the result of the miracle was that the Jews came 

to Jesus, angrily charging Him with violation of the Sabbath day. 

In   answer   to   their   charge,   Jesus   delivered   the   wonderful 

discourse recorded in the fifth chapter of John. He said, “My 

Father worketh hitherto, and I work”   (Verse 17). God had 

worked through the creative week and rested on the seventh day 

(Gen.  2:1-2). Alas,  man’s  disobedience  disturbed  the  Sabbath 

paradise, and forced God to resume His work in the redeeming 

of a race that had fallen into sin. 

Just   where   the   discourse   took   place,   we   are   not   told. 

Whether it was delivered in the temple, before the Sanhedrin, or 
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before   some   committee   of   the   Jews   cannot   be   determined, 

except that some of the chief rabbis and priests were present. 

They   were   ready   to   instruct   Him   and   set   Him   right   on   the 

Sabbath day. But it was He who did the instructing. For when 

they mentioned the Sabbath He declared He was emulating His 

Father,   thus  “making   himself   equal   with   God.”   They   were 

horror-stricken. In their eyes, He was not only guilty of Sabbath-

breaking,   but   also   of   blasphemy.   This   crime   was   worthy   of 

death. But Christ, instead of backing down, only amplified His 

claim.   As   Son   of   God,   He   stood   in   a   unique   relation   to   the 

Father. 

This discourse is one of the most remarkable of the Gospels. 

We cannot go into it in detail, but we give a brief synopsis of its 

important truths:

1. There is a distinction of persons in the Godhead.  “The 

Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the 

Father   do   ...   For   the   Father   judgeth   no   man,   but 

hath   committed   all   judgment   unto   the   Son”   (John 

5:19, 22). Although a distinction of persons is made, one 

does   not   act   independently   of   the   other.   There   is   a 

perfect unity of action, even as there is a perfect unity of 

nature. 

2. Christ reveals man’s duty. “That all men should honor 

the   Son,   even   as   they   honour   the   Father.   He   that 

honoureth   not   the   Son   honoureth   not   the   Father 

which hath sent him”   (Verse 23).  Jesus went further 

than   making   known   His   Messiahship,   for   the   Jews 

generally did not expect a Divine Messiah. He revealed 

His Divinity. 

3. Christ attests His deity with a four-fold witness:

(a) By John who bare witness of Him (John 5:33-35). 

(b) By His miracles (Verse 36). 

(c) By the Father (Verses 37-38).   This was a witness 

that John the Baptist saw, but not the Jews. 

(d) By the Scriptures (Verses 39-47). 
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Through these witnesses, God had provided the means by 

which all men might know the true Messiah, the Son of God in 

whom is life eternal. 

But   Jesus  charged  that  their   great  error   was in  failing  to 

believe the witness of the Word of God. True, the Jews gave the 

Scriptures superstitious reverence. They counted the very letters 

in   them.   Why   then   could   they   not   believe   them?   What   was 

standing in their way? 

Surely,  this was an important  question. We  today witness 

the amazing manner  in which the prophets foretold all things 

about the Messiah. Of His birth in Bethlehem, of His humanity 

and   divinity,   of   His   mission   and   ministry,   all   were   told 

beforehand.   That   His   coming   would   be   in   humility   and 

condescension, the 53rd Chapter of Isaiah plainly showed. The 

prophet   Daniel   even   gave   the   time   that   the   Messiah   would 

appear—sixty nine weeks of years after the commandment went 

forth to rebuild Jerusalem (Dan. 9:24-27). 

Why then could they not believe? They were intelligent men 

in temporal matters; why were they so grossly blind in spiritual 

things? 

Jesus gives the answer: It was because of their pride. “How 

can  ye  believe,   which  receive   honour   one   of  another,  and 

seek   not   the   honour   that   cometh   from   God   only?”   (John 

5:44). Their pride made them see a different kind of Messiah, 

one who would throw off the yoke  of the Romans and make 

Jewry a world power,  one  who would bring great  prosperity. 

They wanted a Messiah who would defeat Israel’s enemies and 

usher   in   a   golden   age.   This   pride   made   it   constitutionally 

impossible for the Jews to accept such a Messiah as Jesus, who 

came in meekness and lowliness of heart. 

Hence, they rejected Him who came in His Father’s Name 

and instead became ready victims of every false Messiah that 

appeared on the scene. A century later, they would accept Bar-

Cachebas, whose fanaticism resulted in the final destruction of 

the   Jewish   nation.   In   all,   some   sixty   false   Messiahs   have 

appeared—each in his own name.  Alas, the most  wicked and 
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deceptive  of them all  will  appear  just  before  the  days  of the 

Great Tribulation. Jesus referred to him when he said, “I am 

come in my Father’s name, and ye receive me not: if another 

shall come in his own name, him ye will receive”  (John 5:43). 

The Resurrection of the Dead

Jesus at the same time gave another revelation—the truth of 

the   resurrection   of   the   dead.   The   Old   Testament   hints   at   it, 

makes allusions to it, but Christ was the One who brought to 

light the glorious truth of  immortality and of life  beyond  the 

grave. He did not speak of the Christians’ future existence as 

that   of   disembodied   spirits—but   that   their   bodies   should   be 

raised from the graves and glorified:

Marvel   not   at   this:   for   the   hour   is   coming,   in   the 

which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And 

shall   come   forth;   they   that   have   done   good,   unto   the 

resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the 

resurrection of damnation. (John 5:28-29). 

Jesus by no means was a universalist. Not all would share 

the   resurrection   of   life.   There   was   also   a   resurrection   of 

judgment.   Those   who   did   evil   would   have   their   part   in   the 

resurrection of damnation. 

How could a man have a part in the resurrection of life? He 

could   by  hearing   the   voice   of   the   Son   of   Man.   All   were 

spiritually dead, but if they listened to His voice in this world, 

they would pass from death unto life:

Verily,   verily,   I   say   unto   you,   He   that   heareth   my 

word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting 

life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed 

from death unto life. Verily, Verily, I say unto you, The 

hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the 

voice   of   the   Son   of   God:   and   they   that   hear   shall   live. 

(John 5:24-25). 

What a sermon it was! In Galilee, Jesus had suppressed the 

revelation   concerning   Himself,   that   the   truth   might   come 
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gradually to those who heard His words. But at Jerusalem where 

the decisions of the nation were made, where His appearances 

would be briefer and His mighty works fewer in number,  He 

revealed His identity and mission in its fulness. But, alas! it was 

to be rejected. Yet at the moment the Jews could do nothing. 

They could only gnash their teeth in impotent rage, and wait for 

an   opportunity   to   pass   the   sentence   of   death.   Under   these 

circumstances, it was useless for Jesus to remain in Jerusalem. 

He returned to Galilee with a clear vision of what the end would 

be.   He   would   continue   His  work,   but   He   was  racing  against 

time, when the conspirators would come, take Him and condemn 

Him to death. 
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Chapter III

 The Feeding of the Five Thousand

 III 

And   the   apostles   gathered   themselves   together   unto 

Jesus, and told him all things, both what they had done, 

and what they had taught. And he said unto them, Come 

ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while: 

for there were many coming and going, and they had no 

leisure so much as to eat. (Mark 6:30-31). 

When   Jesus   returned   to   Galilee,   the   apostles  “gathered 

themselves together unto Jesus,”  to give a report of all that had 

taken place  in their  preaching mission.  It must  have been  an 

exciting   story,   although   the   details   are   not   preserved   to   us. 

However, we are told later about the Seventy who were sent out, 

and   afterwards   returned   with   joy  saying   that   even   the   devils 

were subject to the name of Christ. The Twelve who were closer 

to the Lord must have had a glowing report of their victories, 

though it was tempered with the sad news of the untimely death 

of John the Baptist, an event that had just occurred. 

Jesus considered the time opportune to take a few days’ rest 

before   they  continued   their   activities.   Folk   were   coming   and 

going steadily; the sick were being brought for healing; others 

were asking questions. We are told that the little band had no 

opportunity even to eat. So at Jesus’ direction, they took a boat 

over the sea to a desert place near the city of Bethsaida-Julia. In 

noting   these   words   of   Jesus,   we   are   made   aware   of   the 

importance of regular times of rest. If Jesus and His apostles 

required seasons of relaxation,  certainly all Christian workers 

need   such   periods   of   rest.   Many   have   developed   neurotic 

symptoms simply because they neglect the obvious requirements 

of the physical body. 

Having   arrived   at   the   eastern   shore   near   Bethsaida-Julia 

(named in honor of Julia, the beautiful but infamous daughter of 

Emperor Augustus), Jesus and His disciples found a fertile and 
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well-watered plain which was situated on the farther side of the 

town. Since it  was springtime, just  before  the Passover (John 

6:4), the grass formed a soft green carpet. Here they hoped to 

find a quiet retreat where they could rest a few days. 

But Christ was unable to hide Himself from the people. His 

departure had been observed, and a vast crowd had set out from 

Capernaum and had walked around the edge of the lake to join 

Him   on   the   other   side.   After   some   time,   for   it   took   a 

considerable while to detour around the lake, the disciples spied 

a great company making their way toward them. Jesus would 

fain have departed at once and out-distanced the people, but He 

would   not   disappoint   them.   Some   had   come   from   a   great 

distance,   bringing   their   sick   for   healing.   He   could   not  leave 

them. 

Jesus forewent all plans for taking a rest that day, giving the 

people a kindly welcome. After healing their sick, He began to 

teach   them   many  things   (Mark   6:34).   The   multitude   listened 

with breathless interest, forgetting that there was such a thing as 

mealtime. But as the day was beginning to wane, the disciples 

came to Jesus and said, “This is a desert place, and now the 

time is far passed: send them away, that they may go into the 

country   round   about,   and   into   the   villages,   and   buy 

themselves bread: for they have nothing to eat”  (Mark 6:35-

36). 

It is a commentary on the eagerness of the people to hear the 

Master, that they had taken off so suddenly that they had not 

paused to purchase or prepare any food to take along. Some had 

actually outrun the boat and arrived in the area before Jesus and 

His little company! But with darkness approaching, the disciples 

became   apprehensive   that   there   might   be   trouble   with   the 

people’s fainting from hunger, since they were a long way from 

shelter or supplies of any kind. 

Jesus turned to Philip, one of His disciples, and said to him, 

“Whence   shall   we   buy   bread,   that   these   may   eat?”   (John 

6:5). Philip was a man who thought for himself. He had accepted 

Christ as the Messiah because he had studied the prophecies and 
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saw   that   they   were   fulfilled   in   Him   (John   1:45).   Philip   was 

computing what it would take to feed the multitude and when 

Jesus asked him the question, he had a ready answer. He said, 

“Two   hundred   pennyworth   of   bread   is   not   sufficient   for 

them, that every one of them may take a little”  (John 6:7). A 

penny, or denarius, was approximately a shilling, equivalent to a 

fair day’s wage. A denarius would have fed approximately 25 

people, but would have provided each person of the multitude 

but a mouthful. 

Andrew,   always   trying   to   be   helpful,   came   up   with   a 

suggestion, though he was apologetic in making it: “There is a 

lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes; 

but what are they among so many?”  (Verse 9). Somewhere in 

the crowd he had found a little boy that wanted to see and hear 

Jesus so much that he had come along with the adults. But he 

had   more   foresight   than   they.   He   had   remembered   to   take   a 

lunch with him. And though he might have quite properly eaten 

it himself, he offered to share it with Andrew, and in so doing he 

immortalized himself in the Bible narrative. 

Jesus did not turn down the lad’s contribution. Some think 

that the church could make great missionary gains if only the 

rich could be induced to give large sums. But it is a truth that the  

money which blesses the Kingdom of God must be that given 

out of sacrifice and devotion to God. He can bless the little and 

multiply it in His own mysterious way. 

The   Lord   now   proposed,   much   to   the   amazement   of   the 

disciples,   to   feed   the   people.   But   first   He   gave   some 

instructions.   The   disciples   were   to   make   the   multitude   to   sit 

down on the grass in companies of fifties and hundreds. This 

was a sensible arrangement which prevented confusion and at 

the same time  assured them that no one would be overlooked. 

Jesus   then   blessed   the   food,   and   breaking   it,   gave   it   to   the 

disciples for distribution to the people. And lo, as He continued 

to break it, the few loaves and fishes became an inexhaustible 

supply. 

One thing the disciples did carry with them apparently were 
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baskets.   These   were   retrieved   from   the   boat   and   used   to 

distribute the food. To show that it is not God’s will to waste 

anything,   Jesus   commanded   the   disciples   to   gather   up   the 

fragments when the meal  was concluded. And when this was 

done, there were twelve baskets full. Each apostle came back 

with his basket loaded! 

There are some things about this incident that need to be 

especially noted. Christ did not ordinarily use His supernatural 

powers to produce that type  of miracle. He fed the multitude 

because He had compassion on it (Matt. 15:32). But events that 

followed indicate that He had a further purpose in the miracle. 

The news that His cousin, John the Baptist, had just given His 

life for the cause, reminded Him of His own approaching death. 

He had taken His disciples to the desert that He might have some 

time  to instruct  them and give them a true conception of the 

purpose  of His coming into the world. But the multitude had 

descended upon Him and interfered with His plans. 

But as the people came and stood about Him, He had formed 

His decision to perform this miracle. The Passover, we are told, 

was nigh at hand (John 6:4). This was the sacred feast in which 

the children of Israel ate unleavened bread. As Paul has stated in 

his writings, He, Christ, was the world’s Passover (I Cor. 5:7). 

A year  later, after  the miracle  of the loaves, Jesus would 

become  that  Passover, and on its eve, He would break bread 

with the disciples. He would take the bread, bless it, break it, 

and give it to the disciples saying, “Take, eat: this is my body” 

(Mark 14:22). This did Jesus also when He blessed the bread, 

broke it and fed the multitude. There was, therefore, a greater 

purpose behind the miracle of the loaves than just satisfying the 

physical hunger of the people. Actually, Jesus was preparing the 

multitude for the Bread-of-Life discourse He would deliver to 

them on the morrow in Capernaum, when He would say:

I am that bread of life... I am the living bread which 

came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he 

shall live for ever:  and the bread that I will give is my 

flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. (John 6:48, 
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51). 

In witnessing the miracle of the loaves and the fishes, the 

hearts of the people would be prepared for the truth that Christ 

was the Bread of Life, which if any man eat would give him 

eternal life. The miracle at Bethsaida was, therefore, actually a 

prophecy of the sacrament of the communion. 

The remarkable event produced a profound impression on 

the multitude. It was exactly in accordance with what they had in 

mind.   They   were   convinced   that   Jesus   was   the   prophet   that 

Moses had foretold (Deut. 18:15-18). 

Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that 

Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet that should 

come into the world. (John 6:14). 

The moment seemed ripe to the leaders of the people. The 

Passover   was   at   hand.   Why   should   they   not   take   Jesus   to 

Jerusalem and in a triumphant procession there proclaim Him 

king? He would be hailed everywhere as the Messiah, for whom 

the nation had hoped for fifteen hundred long years. Jesus saw 

them   whispering   among   themselves.   He   perceived   their 

undisguised   admiration.   Yet   if   they   took   Him   by   force   and 

proclaimed Him king, it would have upset the entire purpose for 

which  He  came  into the  world.  His own disciples  seemed  to 

share in the excitement. The situation called for instant action. 

Jesus   immediately  commanded   His  disciples   to   get   into   their 

ship and go before Him to Capernaum (Matt. 14:22). Then, ere 

the leaders could further pursue their purpose to make Him king, 

He dispersed the multitude, perhaps reminding them that they 

had to leave quickly or be caught in the darkness of nightfall. He 

then departed into the mountain to pray. 
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Chapter IV

 The Miracle of Christ’s Walking on the 

 IV 

 Water

And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went 

up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening 

was come, he was there alone. But the ship was now in the 

midst   of   the   sea,   tossed   with   waves:   for   the   wind   was 

contrary. And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went 

unto them, walking on the sea. And when the disciples saw 

him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a 

spirit; and they cried out for fear. But straightway Jesus 

spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not 

afraid. And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be 

thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. And he said, 

Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he 

walked on the water, to go to Jesus. But when he saw the 

wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he 

cried,   saying,   Lord,   save   me.   And   immediately   Jesus 

stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto 

him, O thou  of little  faith, wherefore  didst thou  doubt? 

And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased. 

Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, 

saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God. (Matt. 14:23-

33). 

After the miracle of feeding the multitude, Jesus went up 

into   the   mountain.   Realizing   that   there   was   a   very   real 

possibility of things taking a wrong turn, the Lord spent hours in 

prayer  that night. The  recent murder  of John the Baptist, His 

forerunner,   brought   home   to   Him   the   possibility   of   His   own 

early   death.   The   false   popularity   that   had   resulted   from   His 

miracles was His most immediate danger, and it could not be 

allowed to develop further. 

As Jesus prayed alone on the mountain, a violent wind arose 

and swept down through the barren hills. This gave Him a new 
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cause for solicitude. Satan knows how to strike one blow after 

another and to confuse the person who is trying to do the will of 

God.   Jesus   knew   what   the   wind   meant:   it   meant   that   His 

disciples who had started across the sea at His command would 

run into real trouble. 

When the first light of dawn appeared, Jesus looked out and 

saw the disciples’ ship in the midst of the sea, tossing heavily in 

the waves. The disciples had not gotten started on their trip as 

soon   as   they   should   have,   hoping   that   Jesus   would   come   to 

them. When at last darkness fell, Jesus had not come to them, 

and they belatedly started out. But they had not gone far when 

the contrary wind arose, and they had to take the sail down and 

use the oars. As anyone familiar with the sea knows, a ship can 

make little headway against a strong wind. So it was that at the 

fourth watch of the night, they were still in the midst of the sea 

and making no progress. 

There   is   a   parallel   here   that   we   should   note.   Satan   had 

presented Jesus with three temptations in the wilderness. These 

same three courses of action arose again, but the circumstances 

were altered. In the wilderness the devil had suggested to Jesus 

that He make bread to satisfy His hunger. But Jesus refused to 

use   His   miraculous   power   for   the   gratification   of   His   own 

personal needs. Nevertheless, when the eager multitude which 

had forgotten to take any bread with them needed food, He made 

sufficient   food   to   satisfy   five   thousand   and   had   twelve 

basketsful over. 

Second, Satan had suggested giving Christ the kingdoms of 

this world and the glory of them, if He would but fall down and 

worship him. Jesus spurned the offer. In this case, the people, 

after they had been fed the loaves and fishes, wanted to make 

Him king (John 6:15). But it was not the time nor the place. This 

offer did not come from the Heavenly Father, and Jesus would 

have none of it. He would indeed become Israel’s king in due 

time—not  of  a  temporal  kingdom,  but  of  one  whose  subjects 

would   have   life   eternal.   On   the   very   morrow,   Jesus   would 

present His claims as the Bread of Heaven, which if any man 
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would eat, would cause him to live forever (John 6:58). 

Satan in his third temptation had proposed that Jesus cast 

Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple (Luke 4:9-12). He 

had   also   refused   this   proposition.   He   would   not   startle   the 

people with prodigies and wonders. But when His disciples were 

in the midst of the lake in mortal jeopardy, He would perform a 

greater miracle. He would overrule the law of gravity and walk 

out on the waters to come to the assistance of His faithful band 

that had risked their lives to obey His command. Why did He do 

it? Because it was He that had commanded the disciples to make 

the trip. We may meet grave dangers in obeying Christ, but if we 

do not throw away our confidence, God will move heaven and 

earth, if need be, to come to our aid. 

As Jesus drew near the disciples, the waves were still high, 

and   it   was   just   getting   light.   The   disciples   did   not   see   Him 

approaching until He was almost upon them. According to Mark, 

He “would have passed by them.” But as they looked up, they 

saw a Figure with a fluttering robe, treading upon the ridges of 

the   waves.   In  the   semi-light   they   could   not   see   clearly,   and 

thinking they beheld a ghost, they cried out in fear. But the voice 

reassured them.  He  said, “Be  of  good cheer;  it is I; be not 

afraid”   (Matt.  14:27).  The   familiar  voice  of the  Master  who 

meant so much to them made them lose their fear. Impetuous 

Peter recovered from his momentary fright, and since he always 

had something to say, he asked, “Lord, if it be thou, bid me to 

come unto thee on the water”  (Matt. 14:28). Once he had said, 

“Depart from me”  (Luke 5:8), but now he just could not wait 

for the Lord’s approach. When Jesus said, “Come,”   Peter was 

over the side of the ship into the troubled waters while the other 

disciples, content to be observers, looked on and watched his 

rashness with undisguised amazement. Nevertheless, as long as 

Peter kept his eyes on Jesus, he was safe. Most sermons dealing 

with this event emphasize Peter’s sinking, but the fact is that as 

long as his gaze was on Jesus, Peter walked on the water. 

But alas! when his attention was diverted to the waves, and 

when he felt the boisterous wind, fear came into his heart. Why 
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had he attempted to walk on the water? Why had he been so 

reckless as to try to do what only Jesus could do? And as Peter 

let fear possess him, he began to sink. 

Herein is an important truth for all who seek deliverance. As 

long as they keep their eyes upon Christ and His promise, they 

will have victory. But if, like Peter, they look at the water and 

the waves, if they look at the symptoms, the feelings, they too 

will go down. Let us resolve, therefore, not to look at conditions, 

but rather at the promise that Christ has given. It can never fail. 

There   are   those   who   would   tell   us   that   if   God   really 

performs a miracle, it can never be lost. They point to some poor 

soul that has lost his healing, and declare that this is proof that 

he was never healed in the first place, else he would not have 

become sick again. What men may think, and what is fact, are 

often a long way apart. The truth is that we receive by faith, and 

we walk by faith. Doubts can well cause us to lose what God has 

already done for us. When Peter walked on the water, it was a 

miracle. Yet when he took his eyes off of Christ, and looked at 

the waves and the tempest, he began to sink. 

One thing Peter did do, and he did it in the nick of time. 

When he ran out of his own faith, he depended upon the faith of 

Christ.   Jesus   once   said   to   the   apostles, “Have   the   faith   of 

God.”   When   natural   faith   fails,   we   may   depend   upon   the 

supernatural faith of Christ. Here we see the difference between 

natural faith and supernatural faith. Peter started walking on the 

water on the strength of his own natural faith, and it was not 

sufficient.  In this moment  of  peril,  he  cried  out, “Lord  save 

me.”   So Jesus stretched out His hand and drew him up, and 

together they made their way back to the boat. 

Herein is a picture of the two phases of a Christian life. The 

first phase is that of the Christian who has been redeemed, but 

who walks to a  considerable  extent  in the  flesh.  He  still  has 

confidence in his natural abilities and would seek to accomplish 

spiritual things in his own strength. But as he continues to walk 

in his Christian faith, sooner or later he will meet a crisis which 

is beyond his own ability to solve. When his own faith fails, he 
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at last in desperation will cry out as Peter did, “Lord, save me.” 

The Lord in His mercy will then reach down a hand and lift him 

up. Together the two can walk through life victoriously over the 

threatened waves. The trust must be in Christ instead of one’s 

own natural abilities. 

Supernatural Transportation

When Jesus and Peter got into the ship, we are told that the 

wind   ceased.   But   that   was  not   all.   There   was  still   one   more 

miracle that morning. John says, “And immediately the ship 

was  at   the   land whither  they  went”   (John  6:21).   The   19th 

Verse informs us that when the Lord met the disciples, they had 

rowed 25 or 30 furlongs, which is a distance of three or four 

miles—just half-way across the lake. Since the Sea of Galilee is 

seven or eight miles wide, the disciples were, at the time Jesus 

entered   the   ship,   in   the   very  midst   of   the   sea   (see   Matthew 

14:24). Yet the ship was immediately at land! When the waves 

subsided,  and they looked toward land, they saw the familiar 

shoreline  where  they had so often drawn up their  boats.  The 

implication is clear that the miracle of transportation had taken 

place. Here we see faith not only overruling the law of gravity, 

but   superseding   laws   inherent   in   physical   matter,   making 

possible  instantaneous transportation. The events of this night 

involved both the gift of faith and the working of miracles. 

Will such occurrences as this (or that of the transportation of 

Philip—Acts   8:26-40—when   he   was   supernaturally   taken   to 

Azotus forty or fifty miles away) take place again in these last 

days? No doubt they will. However, such happenings were rare 

even in Bible days, and no doubt they will never be common. 

Jesus could have been transported from place to place by the 

Spirit,  had He so chosen. Yet until  after the resurrection,  we 

have record of such a miracle’s happening only once or twice in 

His   ministry.   On   this   occasion   His   disciples,   exhausted   from 

battling the wind and waves through the long hours of the night, 

needed to reach shore so that they could get rest and sleep. 

It is amusing, if it were not so tragic, to note the pathetic 
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attempts to explain what happened on this occasion on purely 

natural grounds. It is alleged by some that under the stress of the 

storm the boat had gotten close to land so that what the disciples 

really saw was Jesus, not walking on the water, but on the shore! 

This attempt to dismiss the miracle in this fashion borders on the 

ridiculous.   The   whole   ministry   of   Christ   was   a   series   of 

supernatural   occurrences,   and   no   one   can   do   away   with   His 

miracles without doing away with Christ. But man would have 

to reach up and take the stars out of the heavens before he could 

do this. 
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Chapter V

 The Discourse on the Bread of Life

 V 

We  are  told  that not  all  of the  people  who had followed 

Jesus to the place where the miracle of the loaves and fishes had 

taken place returned home that evening. Despite the fact that the 

Lord had dismissed them, they lingered on in the little plain of 

Bethsaida-Julia, that they might follow the movements of Christ 

and share in the triumphs that they thought were to take place. 

Evidently they laid down on the grassy green and slept through 

the night. When morning came, they awaited Him to come down 

the hill where He had gone to pray. When they saw that He did 

not appear, they finally decided to return to the other side in the 

boats that came over from Tiberias. 

When they arrived in Capernaum,  they were  mystified to 

discover that Jesus had already arrived. How did He get there? 

This   was   a   mystery   they   could   not   fathom,   and   they   asked, 

“Rabbi, when comest thou hither?”  But Jesus did not explain 

about the miracle of walking on the water. It did not concern 

them, and He did not wish to claim their allegiance on the basis 

of these miracles. 

The truth was that these people were already convinced of 

Jesus’  Messiahship. The  miracle that had taken place the day 

before   had   fully   strengthened   their   conviction.   But   their 

conception was that of a different kind of Messiah than Jesus 

really was. It was a current expectation that the Messiah when 

He came would feed them manna as did Moses in the wilderness 

(John 6:30-31). The  miracle  of the loaves and the fishes had 

seemed   to   prove   to   them   that   their   anticipations   had   been 

correct. Why then did Jesus elude them and go away into the 

mountain   when   they   were   ready   to   acclaim   Him   king?   The 

people wanted an answer to that. 

It so happened that on that day, there was a service in the 
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synagogue (John 6:59). Jairus,  whose daughter He had raised 

from the  dead, had charge of  the  synagogue  and would have 

given Jesus full freedom to preach in it. Therefore, the Lord led 

the people there where He could teach and preach to them. And 

as   was   the   custom   in   the   synagogue,   they   could   ask   Him 

questions. Alas, this was to be one of the saddest days of His 

life; for He had to disabuse the people’s expectations that He 

had come at this time as an earthly king to set up a temporal  

kingdom. He had to remove from their minds the false ideal of 

His mission, on which their enthusiasm was based. 

Jesus answered  them and  said, Verily,  Verily, I say 

unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but 

because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. Labour 

not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which 

endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall 

give unto you: for him hath God the father sealed. (John 

6:26-27). 

Jesus went to the heart of the matter.  The people wanted 

Him to be their king, because He had fed them with loaves and 

fishes. This has been a fateful error of others besides the Jews. 

People   become   totally  absorbed   in   the   physical   needs   of   the 

present, to the total disregard of the future. They dedicated their 

lives to the amassing of wealth with never a thought for eternity. 

Therefore, He told them not to labor for that which perisheth, 

but to labor for that which  would endure unto everlasting life, 

which He, the Son of Man, would give to them. 

The people were touched and a little abashed. The Lord had 

read their hearts correctly. So they queried, “What are we to do 

that we may work the works of God?”   Jesus then answered 

that the work of God was to believe on Him whom God hath 

sent.   This   statement   is   the   foundation-truth   of   Christianity. 

Salvation  is through  faith  in Christ.  The  work  of  redemption 

from   man’s   standpoint   is   accomplished   by   simple   faith   in 

Christ’s finished work. 

His   hearers   were   not   satisfied.   They   were   not   to   be 

sidetracked from what was to be the most important matter of 
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interest. Moses had given them bread from heaven. Christ also 

had the power to feed them supernaturally, as He had proved on 

the   day   before.   Their   question   they   believed   was   based   on 

Scriptural   grounds.   The   pot   of   manna   and   the   grape-clusters, 

incidentally,   had   been   carved   on   the   lintels   of   the   very 

synagogue they were in at that moment. Plenty of bread seemed 

to the Jews the most important thing in life. 

They   were   willing   to   go   along   with   Christ’s   mystical 

interpretation  that  He  was the  true  manna,  but  was there  not 

something more? If He were the real Messiah according to all 

traditions of the nation, He would enrich them, banquet them on 

the delicacies of heaven, besides giving them the regular manna, 

even as Moses did. They questioned, “What sign shewest thou 

then,  that   we   may  see,  and  believe  thee?   What   dost   thou 

work?   Our   fathers   did   eat   manna   in   the   desert;   as   it   is 

written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat”  (John 6:30-

31). 

The people had quoted Nehemiah 9:15. But if they had only 

read a little further, they would have seen how little spiritual 

good this great gift of earthly manna had done the children of 

Israel.   The   context   records   that   the   people   of   that   day   dealt 

proudly, refused to obey, hardened their hearts, made a molten 

image,   wrought   great   provocations,   and   slew   the   prophets 

(Nehemiah 9:16-26). For that reason God had to deliver them 

over to their enemies. And because not only their fathers, but the 

generations that had come and gone since, had done the same 

thing (Nehemiah 9:28) that was the reason that the children of 

Israel were at that time under the yoke of the Romans. But alas, 

like many others that read the Scriptures, they took the promise 

and overlooked the conditions. 

Thus Jesus would show them that faith must rest on a deeper 

foundation   than   signs   and   wonders.   They   had   to   have   other 

bread than the manna in the  wilderness. They had to have the 

bread of life that the Father sent from heaven. They responded 

by   saying, “Lord   evermore   give   us   this   bread,'”   but   their 

minds were still fixed on material things. They were asking for 
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this bread as the woman of Samaria sought for the water that 

quenched all thirst. But Jesus answered, “I am the bread of 

life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that 

believeth on me shall never thirst”  (John 6:35). 

This brought an angry response, not from the multitude, but 

from his opponents who were always lurking in the crowd to 

catch   Him  in   some   way.   They  began   to   exchange   questions, 

directed not at Him personally, but to those close by: “Why was 

Jesus saying He came down from heaven?” “Why does He 

call Himself the Bread of Life?” “Do we not know Joseph 

His father, and His mother Mary, and was not this man a 

mere carpenter?”  (Mark 6:3; John 6:41-42). 

Jesus  did not  answer  these  questioners  by explaining His 

supernatural birth. He did not argue the fact of His divinity. He 

merely pointed out that it was not given to a heart of unbelief to 

come to Him (Verse 44). But  “All that the Father giveth me 

shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no 

wise   cast   out”   (John   6:37).   He   repeated   what   He   had   said 

before.   Moses   gave   the   children   of   Israel   bread   in   the 

wilderness, but they all died. He was the true bread, and if any 

man ate of that bread, he would live forever. 

I am the living bread which came down from heaven: 

if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the 

bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the 

life of the world. (John 6:51). 

This was the stumbling block. How could Jesus give His 

own flesh to them? So carnal-minded were they that instead of 

seeking   the   true   significance   of   the   metaphor,   they  began   to 

wrangle on the question,  “How can this man give us His flesh 

to eat?” 

Some of these things were hard to understand. But they had 

seen enough to trust Him. The miracle of yesterday was enough 

to show them that this was the true Messiah. Moreover, they had 

to agree that all those who ate manna in the wilderness died. 

Therefore,   something   more   than   manna   was   needed. 

Nevertheless, it was just too difficult to understand. Slowly the 
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people began dispersing. The excitement of the day before was 

gone. Several of His disciples said, “This is a hard saying; who 

can hear it?” 

When most of the multitude had gone along with many of 

His followers, Jesus turned to the Twelve and said, “Will ye 

also   go   away?”   His   own   disciples   looked   sad.   The   great 

enthusiasm which had existed only twenty-four hours ago was 

gone. Some of the disciples had departed also. But even though 

the   Twelve   did   not   understand   all   that   was   said,   they   did 

understand what He meant by eternal life. And Peter speaking 

out impetuously for the rest, told Him what was in their hearts:

Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall 

we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe 

and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living 

God. (John 6:68-69). 

It was a rather faltering confession. For even the disciples 

had supposed as had the multitude that Jesus was soon to set up 

an outward kingdom of splendor. But understand it or not, the 

disciples still believed in Jesus and that He had the words of 

eternal life. 

There was one exception. The events of the day must have 

been a bitter disappointment to Judas. How thrilled he was the 

day before with the way the tide was moving. When the leaders 

of the multitude informed Jesus of their plans to make Him king, 

it seemed as if all his hopes and anticipations were to come true. 

He was shocked by the turn of events. He wanted time to think it 

over. Was this Jesus of Nazareth the Messiah after all—a man 

who   did   not   know  how   to  seize   an   opportunity  when   it   was 

dropped in His lap? The  seeds of doubt  were  there, but they 

were not yet fully germinated. Judas little realized how fearfully 

dangerous such seeds were. He probably understood no more 

than the other disciples what Jesus meant when He said:

Have   not  I  chosen   you   twelve,   and   one  of   you   is a 

devil? He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for he 

it  was that  should  betray   him, being one of   the  twelve. 

(John 6:70-71). 
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