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 INTRODUCTION

I   strongly   believe   God   does   not   call 

individuals   only,   but   teams  of   people   to 

accomplish   His   work   in   the   earth.   For   every 

pulpit minister He calls, He also calls partners 

and   staff   to   join   forces   to   bring   that   work  to 

pass. 

When   God   instituted   the   plan   of 

Redemption, He first recruited partners—a man 

named Abram and his wife, Sarai. 

Even Jesus needed partners to assist Him in 

His   earthly   ministry.   God   inspired   groups   of 

people to help Jesus in His work—first the 12, 

next the 70, and then the 120. 

The   apostle   Paul   not   only   had   travel 

partners  such   as  Barnabas   and  Silas,  but   God 

also joined churches to him to help in his work. 

Any time we begin to invest our money or 
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labor   into   God's   work,   we   not   only   become 

partners in   investment,   but also in   return.  That 

means when the ministry we have invested into 

grows—we  grow! When  the  ministry prospers

—we prosper! We are co-laborers, co-workers, 

and,   therefore,   co-receivers   with   those   into 

whose ministries we have invested. 

God   has   a   system   on   which   He   has 

established   His   entire   kingdom— the   law   of 

 seedtime and harvest.  When we sow into God's 

system, we can expect great returns! 

This book is a collection of brief, biblical 

teachings on the power of partnership. In it you 

will find truths that will open your eyes to the 

importance of entering into partnership with the 

work   of   God.   It   will   also   encourage   you   to 

activate your faith in giving and receiving. 

I believe partnership is a valuable tool to all 

of us who are laboring together to bring the will 

of God to pass in these last days. 
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CHAPTER 1

 THE PURPOSE OF PARTNERSHIP

 1 

In  studying   the   Word   of   God,   I   saw   that 

partnership   is   an   idea   God   had   long   before 

people did. Partnership is a means God has used 

for blessing His children. 

Many of us have been in partnership with 

the work of God for years, but we have lived far 

below what is available to us due to a lack of 

knowledge.   We   have  not  fully  understood  the 

purpose or the benefits of the role partnership 

has in God's plan. 

We know that   "...faith cometh by hearing, 

 and   hearing   by   the   word   of   God"   (Romans 

10:17), so the teachings that follow will add to 

your faith in the area of partnership. 

By looking in the Word of God, we will find 

that partnership truly is a Bible subject. 
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3 JOHN 1:6-8  (TLB)

6 They have told the church here of your 

friendship   and   your   loving   deeds.   I   am 

glad   when   you   send   them  on   their   way 

with a generous gift. 

7 For they are traveling for the Lord and 

take   neither   food,   clothing,   shelter,   nor 

money from those who are not Christians, 

even though they have preached to them. 

8  So   we   ourselves   should   take   care   of 

them   in   order   that   we   may   become 

PARTNERS   with   them   in   the   Lord's 

work. 

PHILIPPIANS 4:15  (TLB)

15 As you well know, when I first brought 

the Gospel to you and then went on my 

way,   leaving   Macedonia,   only   you 

Philippians   became   PARTNERS   IN 

GIVING   AND   RECEIVING.   No   other 

church did this. 

PHILIPPIANS 4:15  (RSV)

15 And you Philippians yourselves know 

that in the beginning of the gospel, when I 

left   Macedonia,   no   church   ENTERED 
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INTO   PARTNERSHIP   with   me   in 

GIVING   AND   RECEIVING   except   you 

only.... 

Scripture   shows   that   the   apostle   Paul   had 

established   a   continual   partnership   with   the 

church in Philippi. We can also see from John's 

writings   that   John   encouraged   the   saints   to 

become   involved   as   partners   with   traveling 

teachers and missionaries. 

Speaking  of   Jesus,   Luke   8:3,4  says,    "And 

 Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod's steward, and  

 Susanna,   and   many   others,   which   ministered  

 unto   him   of   their   substance."   Such   references 

show us that even the Lord Jesus was supported 

by partners in His earthly ministry. 

God could have met the needs of Jesus and 

Paul   as   easily   as   He   met   the   needs   of   Israel 

when   He   gave   them   water   out   of   a   rock 

(Numbers   20:11)   and   manna   from   heaven 

(Exodus 16:15). God could have taken care of 

them   as   easily   as   He   did   the   prophet   Elijah 

when He commanded ravens to bring him bread 

and flesh every morning and evening (1 Kings 
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17:6). But God had a better plan—a plan that 

would not only bring blessings and benefits to 

 one,   but would distribute them to   many.   What 

was God's plan?   Partnership! 

The   thesaurus   gives   us   such   synonymous 

words   for   partnership   as   "enterprise"   and 

"corporation."   This   definition   for   partnership, 

taken from   The American Heritage Dictionary, 

sheds   more   light   on   the   subject:   "A   legal 

contract entered into by two or more persons in 

which each agrees to furnish a part of the capital 

and   labor   for   a   business   enterprise,   and   by 

which each shares a fixed proportion of profits 

and losses." 

Any   time   we   begin   to   invest   our   money, 

materials, or labor (help) into God's work, we 

not only become partners in  investment,  but also 

in  return.  For every person who is saved, filled 

with the Spirit, healed, or blessed, a portion of 

that  is  credited  to  us in  direct  relation   to our 

investment. 

An investor  watches  the stock market  and 

puts   his   money   where   he   sees   a   pattern   of 
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increase that will bring the same increase back 

to him. For more than 20 years, my wife and I 

have watched many ministries, looking for good 

ground in which to invest. As we have planted 

into   ministries   that   are   growing   and   touching 

lives and nations, we have experienced the same 

increase   returning   to   us.   God's   plan   of 

partnership works! 
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CHAPTER 2

 GIVING AND RECEIVING

 2 

Partnership with a ministry is not simply a 

system where someone sends a monthly check 

to   the   ministry.    Partnership   is   a   business  

 venture with heaven!  It is joining with someone 

to accomplish an assignment from God. 

But   partnership   does   not   stop   there. 

Whatever blessings, rewards, and increase come 

to the ministry for the work it accomplishes, the 

same blessings, rewards, and increase come to 

the partners who helped accomplish the work. 

Whatever   blessings   come   to   the   ministry   will 

also   come   to   the   partners.   Whatever   increase 

comes to the ones who go, will also come to the 

ones who send them. 

First Samuel 30:24 tells us, "For who will 

hearken unto you in this matter? but as his 

part is that goeth down to the battle, so shall 

his part be that tarrieth by the stuff: THEY 
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SHALL PART ALIKE."  Those who help send 

can experience the same blessings as those who 

have actually gone to do the work! 

Genesis   8:22   speaks   of   seedtime  and 

 harvest.   Second   Corinthians   9:6   says,    "...He 

which   soweth   sparingly   shall   REAP   also 

sparingly;  and  he   which  soweth   bountifully 

shall   REAP   also   bountifully."   Partnership   is 

not just a law of sowing; it is a law of sowing 

 and reaping! 

In Philippians 4:15, Paul said, "...no church 

communicated with me as concerning giving 

and   RECEIVING,   but   ye   only"   Luke   6:38 

says, "Give, and it shall be given unto you...." 

If you are involved in the sowing side, it is your 

right to believe God for the reaping side, too! 

In Genesis, the book of beginnings, we see 

that   God   was   the   One   who   originated   the 

principles of partnership. God's man Adam fell 

into   sin   and   sold   out   his   long-term   lease   on 

creation to Satan. As a result, sin now dominates 

the human race. But God has a plan called the 

plan of Redemption. Through Redemption, God 
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sent  His own Son—a perfect, spotless,  sinless 

sacrifice—to take on flesh and become like us 

so He could redeem us  legally. 

To   help   bring  His   plan   of   Redemption   to 

pass, God needed someone to work with Him on 

Earth.   What   did   God   do?   He   offered   a 

partnership to a man named Abram. 

In  Genesis   12:1,   God   told   Abram,   "Obey 

me, follow me, go where I say, and do what I 

ask." Notice God didn't just say, "Give to Me"; 

He said, "There is something in it for you, too." 

What was in it for Abram? 

God told Abram in Genesis 12:2, "AND I 

will make of thee a great nation, AND I will 

bless thee, AND make thy name great; AND 

thou shalt be a blessing."   Abram entered into 

partnership with God and stepped into a whole 

new world! 

We   see   the   results   of   this   partnership   in 

Genesis 13:2:  "And Abram was VERY RICH 

in cattle, in silver, and in gold."   God blessed 

Abram with multiple blessings. 
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Abram was so blessed, the blessings began 

to spill over on those who associated with him! 

Abram's   nephew,   Lot,   also   partook   of   the 

blessings   of   partnership.   He   journeyed   with 

Abram and stepped out as a partner with him in 

his work or  ministry for God. 

Genesis   13:5,6   tells   us, "And   Lot   also, 

which   went   with   Abram,   had   flocks,   and 

herds, and tents. And the land was not able to 

bear   them,   that   they   might   dwell   together: 

for THEIR SUBSTANCE WAS GREAT, so 

that they could not dwell together."  Not only 

is partnership giving into something, it is also 

receiving something in return. 

We   see   another   example   of   giving   and 

receiving in relation to partnership in the Book 

of   Philippians.   Paul   wrote   to   the   church   at 

Philippi,  "But my God shall supply ALL your 

need   according   to   his   riches   in   glory   by 

Christ Jesus"   (Philippians 4:19). Why did the 

church   in   Philippi   qualify   for   God   to   supply 

ALL their need? 

Paul   gave   us   insight   in   Philippians   4:15, 
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when   he   said,    "...no   church   communicated 

with me in GIVING and RECEIVING, but ye 

only."    It was the Philippians'   partnership in the 

ministry   of   Paul   that   qualified   them   for   the 

blessings of Philippians 4:19. 

If you are a partner in the work of God —

tithing   to   your   local   church,   partnering   with 

other   ministries   in   sowing   money,   time,   and 

prayer—you have full rights to claim the same 

benefits of Philippians 4:19.   Your giving is not  

 just a gift; it is an investment! 
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CHAPTER 3

 THE DISTRIBUTION OF GOD'S 

 3 

 BLESSINGS

As   we   continue   our   study   of   partnership, 

let's look at the ministry of the Old Testament 

prophet Elijah. In the Book of First Kings, we 

find that Elijah had stepped into his calling as a 

leading   prophet   to   the   nation   of   Israel.   The 

nation   had   strayed   away  from   God   under   the 

leadership   of   King   Ahab,   and,   as   a   result, 

judgment  fell  upon all  Israel, bringing a great 

drought and famine. 

First   Kings   17:1   says, "And   Elijah...said 

unto Ahab, As the Lord God of Israel liveth, 

before whom I stand, there shall not be dew 

nor   rain   these   years,   but   according   to   my 

word." 

According to the word of the prophet Elijah, 

no rain fell for three and a half years. 
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However, in spite of the drought and famine 

in   the   land,   God   supernaturally  sustained   and 

blessed   Elijah.   God   spoke   to   Elijah   in   First 

Kings   17:3,4,   saying, "Get   thee   hence,   and 

turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the 

brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. And it 

shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; 

and   I   have   commanded   the   ravens   to   feed 

thee there." 

Elijah went to the brook Cherith, and ravens 

brought him bread and meat in the morning and 

bread and meat in the evening. This miracle of 

provision   lasted   nearly   two   and   a   half   years, 

until the brook dried up. It is at this point we 

begin   to   see   partnership   used   as   a   tool   to 

distribute the blessings of God. 

When the brook dried up, God could have 

sustained Elijah a number of different ways. In 

the   Old   Testament,   when   the   entire   nation   of 

Israel   was   wandering   through   the   wilderness, 

God gave them water from a rock to drink and 

manna from heaven for food. God is still God—

He could have done the same thing for Elijah. I 
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can assure you, God did not lose the recipe for 

manna! There was even a time in First Kings 19 

when an angel brought Elijah food and drink. 

He went 40 days in the strength of that "angel 

food"! Surely angels could have brought food to 

sustain Elijah the remaining year of the famine. 

God could have done any number of miracles to 

take   care   of   His   prophet,   but   instead   He   sent 

Elijah to Zarephath to a starving widow and her 

son. Why?   Partnership! 

First   Kings   17:10   says, "...And   when   he 

came   to   the   gate   of   the   city,   behold,   the 

widow woman was there gathering of sticks: 

and he called to her, and said, Fetch me,  I 

pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may 

drink." 

The widow was gathering sticks to make a 

fire so she could take her remaining meal and oil 

to bake a cake as a last meal for herself and her 

son   before   they   died.   In   First   Kings   17:13, 

Elijah  said to her,    "...Fear  not;go and do as 

thou hast said: but make me thereof a little 

cake   FIRST,   and   bring   it   unto   me,   and 
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AFTER make for thee and for thy son." 

Though   the   widow   had   little   to   give,   she 

obeyed God and sowed into the work of God by 

providing for the prophet Elijah. Not only did 

God use her giving as a means to sustain the life 

and ministry of the prophet; the widows barrel 

of meal never emptied; neither did her cruse of 

oil   fail   until   the   famine   was   over   (1   Kings 

17:16). 

God could have blessed and taken care of 

Elijah Himself, but He chose to use the widow 

to sustain His minister. Through this channel of 

blessing,   God   created   an   opportunity   for   the 

widow   to   be   blessed   as   well.   She   became   a 

"partner"  in Elijah's ministry,  and,  by sowing, 

she became a partaker of the same benefits that 

came   to   Elijah.   The   widow   started   out   with 

nothing   but   a   small   cake   to   give,   and   God 

abundantly provided for her and her  son until 

the famine was over. 

Even   if   it   seems   you   are   down   to   "the 

bottom of the barrel," find a work in which you 

can   sow.   I   recommend   entering   into   a 
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partnership with a ministry to which God leads 

you. 

Remember, it is not the size of the seed or 

gift you sow—it is the action of planting your 

seed   on   a   regular   basis   that   sets   the   plan   of 

partnership into motion in your life. 
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CHAPTER 4

 INVESTING IN THE WORK OF GOD

 4 

Partnership is a truth found throughout the 

Word of God. One definition of partnership is: 

"A joint venture between two or more persons, 

where   labor   and   or   capital   are   invested   to 

accomplish a certain job or goal"   (The American 

 Heritage Dictionary).   As the goal is achieved, 

increase comes to those who are laboring in the 

work to accomplish the goal. The resulting fruit 

or benefits are distributed to  all involved in the 

venture. 

We   saw   this   principle   operating   in   God's 

dealings with Abram in Genesis 12:1,2: "...Get 

thee  out of  thy country...unto a land that  I 

will show thee.... And I will make of thee a 

great nation, and I will bless thee...." Abram 

entered   into   a   joint   venture   with   God   to 

accomplish a certain job or goal. He invested his 

life   into   God's   plan   and   God   poured   out   His 
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blessings   on   Abram.   Lot,   Abram's   nephew, 

joined himself to Abram to help in God's plan, 

and   the   benefits   of   this   partnership   were 

transferred to him as well (Genesis 13:5,6). 

In the last chapters, we have seen God using 

the   principle   of   partnership   to   bless   people 

primarily   in   a   financial  way.   But   what   about 

those who become partners in the work of God 

whose needs are   not  financial? Let's look at a 

situation in the ministry of Elisha the prophet. 

Second Kings 4:8 says,    "And it fell on a 

day,   that   Elisha   passed   to   Shunem,   where 

was a great woman...."   The New International  

 Version translates "a  great woman"  as "a  well- 

 to-do  woman."    The Revised Standard Version  

calls her  "a   wealthy  woman."   In other words, 

this woman was already wealthy, so the needs in 

her life were not financial. If the blessings of a 

partnership with God were to benefit her, most 

likely they would be in some other area. 

2 KINGS 4:8-11

8 And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed 

to   Shunem,  where   was   a   great   woman; 
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and   she   constrained   him   to   eat   bread. 

And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, 

he turned in thither to eat bread. 

9 And she said unto her husband, Behold 

now, I perceive that this is an holy man of 

God, which passeth by us continually. 

10  Let   us  make  a   little   chamber,   I   pray 

thee, on the wall; and let us set for him 

there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and 

a   candlestick:   and   it   shall   be,   when   he 

cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither. 

 And it fell on a day, that he came thither, 

and he turned into the chamber, and lay 

there. 

Notice  sowing into Elisha's life was not a 

one-time   investment.   This   was   something   the 

woman and her husband did on a regular basis. 

Verse   9   says   the   man   of   God   passed   by 

 continually. 

The woman and her husband invested into 

the   prophet   Elisha's   life   and   ministry   on   a 

regular   basis   for   an   extended   period   of   time. 

They   were   considered   faithful  partners.   God 

used their investment into the prophet's ministry 
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to funnel great blessings back into their lives. 

2 KINGS 4:12-17

11 And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call 

this Shunammite. And when he had called 

her, she stood before him. 

12  And  he said unto  him, Say  now  unto 

her, Behold, thou hast been careful for us 

with all this care; what is to be done for 

thee? wouldest thou be spoken for to the 

king, or to the captain of the host? And 

she   answered,   I  dwell   among   mine  own 

people. 

13  And he said, What then is to be done 

for her? And Gehazi answered, Verily she 

hath no child, and her husband is old. 

14  And   he   said,   Call   her.   And   when   he 

had called her, she stood in the door. 

15  And   he   said,   About   this   season, 

according  to  the time  of  life, thou  shalt 

embrace   a   son.   And   she   said,   Nay,   my 

lord,  thou   man  of  God,  do  not  lie  unto 

thine handmaid. 

16 And the woman conceived, and bare a 

son   at   that   season   that   Elisha   had   said 

unto her, according to the time of life. 
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God   blessed   the   Shunammite   woman   and 

her husband with a son! 

2 KINGS 4:18-20

18 And when the child was grown, it fell 

on a day, that he went out to his father to 

the reapers. 

19 And he said unto his father, My head, 

my head. And he said to a lad, Carry him 

to his mother. 

20   And   when   he   had   taken   him,   and 

brought him to his mother, he sat on her 

knees till noon, and then died. 

Disaster tried to come into their home and 

steal the son God had blessed them with. What 

did the woman do? She relied on the partnership 

she   and  her  husband   had  established   with  the 

man of God, and God honored that partnership. 

The  woman  and her  husband  had  invested  on 

their  part,   and  now God  was  able   to  use   that 

system to give them a return on their investment. 

2 KINGS 4:22-30

22  And she called unto her husband, and 

said,   Send   me,   I   pray   thee,   one   of   the 
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young men, and one of the asses, that I 

may   run   to   the  man  of   God,  and  come 

again. 

23 And he said,Wherefore wilt thou go to 

him to day? it is neither new moon, nor 

sabbath. And she said, It shall be well. 

24  Then  she  saddled  an   ass,  and  said  to 

her servant, Drive, and go forward; slack 

not thy riding for me, except I bid thee. 

25 So she went and came unto the man of 

God   to   mount   Carmel.   And   it   came   to 

pass, when the man of God saw her afar 

off,   that   he   said   to   Gehazi   his   servant, 

Behold, yonder is that Shunammite:

26 Run now, I pray thee, to meet her, and 

say unto her, Is it well with thee? is it well 

with   thy   husband?   is   it   well   with   the 

child? And she answered, It is well. 

27 And when she came to the man of God 

to the hill, she caught him by the feet: but 

Gehazi   came   near   to   thrust   her   away. 

And the man of God said, Let her alone; 

for her soul is vexed within her: and the 

Lord hath hid it from me, and hath not 

told me. 

32

 Investing in the Work of God

28 Then she said, Did I desire a son of my 

lord? did I not say, Do not deceive me? 

29  Then  he  said  to   Gehazi,   Gird  up  thy 

loins, and take my staff in thine hand, and 

go thy way: if thou meet any man, salute 

him not;  and if any salute thee,  answer 

him not again: and lay my staff upon the 

face of the child. 

30 And the mother of the child said, As 

the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I 

will   not   leave   thee.   And   he   arose,   and 

followed her. 

The woman set out with her servant to find 

the   man   of   God.   She   found   him   at   Mount 

Carmel and insisted she would not leave unless 

Elisha followed her to the place where her son 

lay dead. 

2 KINGS 4:31-35

31   And   Gehazi   passed   on   before   them, 

and   laid   the   staff   upon   the   face   of   the 

child;   but   there   was   neither   voice,   nor 

hearing. Wherefore he went again to meet 

him, and told him, saying, The child is not 

awaked. 
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32   And   when   Elisha  was   come  into   the 

house,   behold,   the   child   was   dead,   and 

laid upon his bed. 

33   He   went   in   therefore,   and   shut   the 

door upon them twain, and prayed unto 

the Lord. 

34   And   he   went   up,   and   lay   upon   the 

child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, 

and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands 

upon his hands: and he stretched himself 

upon the child; and the flesh of the child 

waxed warm. 

35 Then he returned, and walked in the 

house   to   and   fro;   and   went   up,   and 

stretched himself upon him: and the child 

sneezed seven times, and the child opened 

his eyes. 

A wonderful  miracle  was brought into the 

Shunammite woman's home through partnership 

with   the   prophet.   Not   only   were   she   and   her 

husband blessed with a son, but their son was 

raised   from   the   dead   and   healed   through   the 

avenue of partnership. Through their investment 

into the work of God, a door was opened for 
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God to do amazing things in their lives! 

The return on their investment did not end 

there! A famine was coming, and it looked as 

though the Shunammite woman and her husband 

would lose  everything. Elisha  warned them to 

leave the country.  They heeded his words and 

were   spared   from   starvation;   however,   when 

they returned to their homeland seven years later 

they found all their possessions were gone. 

2 KINGS 8:1-6

1  Then   spake   Elisha   unto   the   woman, 

whose son he had restored to life, saying, 

Arise, and go thou and thine household, 

and   sojourn   wheresoever   thou   canst 

sojourn:   for  the   Lord   hath  called  for   a 

famine; and it shall also come upon the 

land seven years. 

2 And the woman arose, and did after the 

saying of the man of God: and she went 

with her household, and sojourned in the 

land of the Philistines seven years. 

3  And it came to pass at the seven years' 

end, that the woman returned out of the 

land of the Philistines: and she went forth 
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to cry unto the king for her house and for 

her land. 

4  And   the   king   talked   with   Gehazi   the 

servant  of  the man of  God, saying, Tell 

me, I pray thee, all the great things that 

Elisha hath done. 

5 And it came to pass, as he was telling the 

king how he had restored a dead body to 

life, that, behold, the woman, whose son 

he had restored to life, cried to the king 

for   her   house   and   for   her   land.   And 

Gehazi said, My lord, O king, this is the 

woman, and this is her son, whom Elisha 

restored to life. 

6 And when the king asked the woman, 

she told him. So the king appointed unto 

her a certain officer,  saying, Restore all 

that   was   hers,   and   all   the   fruits   of   the 

field since the day that she left the land, 

even until now. 

The Shunammite woman's partnership with 

the man of God made a way even years later for 

her   family   to   be   blessed. "...   The   king 

appointed unto her a certain officer, saying, 

Restore   all   that   was   hers..." (verse   6).   No 
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matter   what   your   need   may   be   in   life, 

partnership can open wide a channel for God to 

bring blessings to you! 
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CHAPTER 5

 GOD'S SYSTEM FOR INCREASE

 5 

God   has   designed   an   amazing   system   to 

bless His people. It is called the law of seedtime 

and harvest,  and it is the system on which the 

entire kingdom of God operates. 

God wanted a last-day harvest of souls, so 

He   "sowed"   or   gave   the   best   seed   He   had— 

Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son. Everything 

God   does   involves   this   law.   First,   a   seed   is 

sown; then a harvest is reaped. 

In   Mark   4,   we   find   Jesus   teaching   His 

disciples   the   principles   of   this   law   of   sowing 

and reaping. 

MARK 4:26-32

26 And he said, SO IS THE KINGDOM 

OF GOD, AS IF A MAN SHOULD CAST 

SEED INTO THE GROUND; 

27  And  should  sleep,   and  rise  night  and 
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day, and THE SEED SHOULD SPRING 

AND GROW UP, he knoweth not how. 

28  For   the   earth   bringeth   forth   fruit   of 

herself; first the blade, then the ear, after 

that the full corn in the ear. 

29  But   when   the   fruit   is   brought   forth, 

immediately   he   putteth   in   the   sickle, 

because the HARVEST IS COME. 

30 And he said, Whereunto shall we liken 

the   kingdom   of   God?   or   with   what 

comparison shall we compare it? 

31  It   is   like   a   grain   of   mustard   SEED, 

which, when it is SOWN in the earth, is 

less than all the seeds that be in the earth:

32 But when it is SOWN, it GROWETH 

UP, and becometh greater than all herbs, 

and shooteth out great branches; so that 

the fowls of the air may lodge under the 

shadow of it. 

Jesus illustrated the principle of sowing and 

reaping with the miracle of the loaves and the 

fish. We find the account in both the gospels of 

Luke and John.  Jesus had been ministering to 

the sick, and they followed Him to a mountain 
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where He sat down to teach His disciples. It was 

growing   late   in   the   day,   and   Jesus   knew   the 

people must be hungry. 

John 6:5 says,    "When Jesus lifted up his 

eyes,   and   saw   a   great   company   come   unto 

him,  he  saith unto Philip,  Whence  shall  we 

buy bread that these may eat?"   Philip knew 

they could not buy adequate food for everyone 

to   have   enough  to  eat—the   Bible   tells   us  the 

multitude included about 5,000 men! 

But in the crowd that day was a young boy 

who  heard what Jesus taught about sowing and 

reaping. Mark's gospel doesn't include  all  that 

Jesus was teaching that day. Luke's account of 

the miracle of multiplying the loaves and fish is 

more  detailed. In Luke 9:11, "... (Jesus)  spake 

unto them of the kingdom of God...." 

In   Mark   4,   Jesus   was   teaching   that   the 

kingdom of God operates by casting seed into 

the   ground.   He   explained   that   the   entire 

kingdom   of   God   operates   on   the   principle   of 

sowing and reaping. 
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MARK 4:11,13,26

11 And he said unto them, Unto you it is 

given to know THE MYSTERY OF THE 

KINGDOM OF GOD: but unto them that 

are without, all these things are done in 

parables... 

13 And he said unto them, Know ye not 

this parable? and how then will ye know 

all parables? 

26 And he said, SO IS THE KINGDOM 

OF GOD, AS IF A MAN SHOULD CAST 

SEED INTO THE GROUND. 

If Jesus was teaching about the kingdom of 

God, He must have been covering sowing and 

reaping. Therefore, that must have been a part of 

what the boy heard. He had ears to hear what 

Jesus   was   teaching   that   day.   The   boy   had   a 

lunch of five barley loaves and two small fish, 

and   when   he   heard   Jesus   tell   how   the   entire 

kingdom   of   God   operates   on   the   principle   of 

sowing and reaping, he immediately wanted to 

be involved. 

Jesus   was   ready   to   work   a   miracle   and 

needed something to work with. Who did God 
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send to Jesus? A partner—someone who could 

sow in faith into what Jesus was doing. 

The boy brought what he had to Jesus, and 

John 6:11 records, "Jesus took the loaves; and 

when he had given thanks, he distributed to 

the disciples, and the disciples to them that 

were set down; and likewise of the fishes as 

much   as   they   would."   Jesus  took   the   five 

loaves and two fish, blessed them, broke them, 

 multiplied them, and then fed the multitude with 

a  gift from one  of His partners—a  child with 

faith in his heart. 

Notice Jesus' partner didn't have to meet any 

special   qualifications.   There   was   no   age 

requirement. Neither financial status nor the size 

of the seed sown mattered. Jesus simply needed 

someone   who   would   partner   with   Him,   sow 

seed,   and   place   faith   in   the   God   who   would 

multiply the seed sown (2 Corinthians 9:10). 

Five thousand men were fed, and not with a 

little bit of food, but with  "...as much as they 

would"   (John  6:11).   And, "When  they  were 

filled,  he  said unto his disciples,  Gather  up 
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the  fragments  that   remain,  that   nothing   be 

lost. Therefore they gathered them together, 

and filled twelve  baskets  with fragments  of 

the five barley loaves, which remained over 

and above unto them that had eaten" (verses 

12,13). The leftover fragments filled 12 baskets! 

The Scriptures don't tell us exactly what was 

done with the excess, but from the rest of the 

Bible,   I   think   we   can   safely   assume   that   the 

increase from the seed would belong to the one 

who heard the message, believed the message, 

acted on the message, and sowed the seed that 

produced   the   harvest—in   this   case,   the   little 

boy. 

One   seed   sown   in   faith   has   far-reaching 

results. Jesus' young partner left home that day 

with one small lunch—just five loaves and two 

fish—and together, he and Jesus ministered to 

5,000   men!   The   boy  sowed   what   he   had   and 

went home with a 12-basket harvest! 

As you partner in the work of the Gospel, 

don't be concerned about the size of your seed; 

expect   God   to   multiply   it   to   reach   the 
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multitudes, and then watch Him multiply it back 

to you. When God is ready to work a miracle, 

He usually looks for a partner! 

45

CHAPTER 6

 SOWING AND REAPING

 6 

LUKE 5:1-7

1 And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed 

upon him to hear the word of God, he stood by 

the lake of Gennesaret, 

2  And saw two ships standing by the lake: but 

the fishermen were gone out of them, and were 

washing their nets. 

3 And he entered into one of the ships, which was 

Simon's,  and  prayed  him that   he would  thrust 

out a little from the land. And he sat down, and 

taught the people out of the ship. 

4  Now when he had left speaking, he said unto 

Simon, LAUNCH OUT INTO THE DEEP, and 

let down your nets for a draught. 

5  And Simon answering said unto him, Master, 

we   have  toiled   all  the   night,   and  have   taken 

nothing: nevertheless at thy word  I will 

let down the net. 

6   And   when   they   had   this   done,   they 

inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and 

their net brake. 
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7   And   they   beckoned   unto   their 

PARTNERS,   which   were   in   the   other 

ship,   that   they   should   come   and   help 

them. And they came, and filled both the 

ships, so that they began to sink. 

In  this   passage   of   Scripture,   we   find   two 

examples   of   partnership   in   operation.   First, 

there   was   a   multitude   of   people   who   were 

hungry for the Word. Anytime  mankind has a 

great   spiritual   hunger,   God   will   move   heaven 

and Earth to feed that hunger. 

As the crowd pressed upon Jesus, He knew 

He must find a way to get His message to them. 

The  smooth  waters of the  lake would provide 

the   necessary   "sound   system"   for   Jesus   to   be 

heard by them, but first He needed a way to get 

out on the water. 

Jesus could have used any number of ways 

to get into position to minister to the crowd. We 

know   He   was   able   to   miraculously   walk   on 

water.   God   could   have   manifested   that   same 

working of miracles in this situation, but Jesus 

chose  another  avenue. When it came  to doing 
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the work of the ministry, preaching the Gospel, 

reaching   the   masses,   or   ministering   to   an 

individual,   Jesus   chose   to   use   the   vehicle   of 

 partnership. 

Noticing   two   boats   at   the   shore,   Jesus 

stepped into one of them, asking Simon Peter to 

row   a   short   distance   from   the   shore.   The 

moment   Simon   agreed   to   help   Jesus   in   His 

ministry to the crowd, he became a  partner.  The 

two were joined together, giving what each one 

had to accomplish a common goal. All Simon 

had to offer Jesus was a low-production fishing 

business. He had toiled all night and had taken 

nothing. Now mending his nets, his outgo for 

this day's work was more than his income. But 

he gave what he had for Jesus to use in the work 

of the ministry and Jesus immediately used the 

"offering"   of   His   new-found   partner   and 

proceeded to feed the multitude. 

When Jesus finished preaching, He turned 

to Simon, saying,    "Launch out into the deep, 

and  let   down  your   nets  for   a  draught."   Of 

course this didn't make sense to Simon. If he had 
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fished all night and caught nothing, why would 

he catch anything now? However, he heard and 

acted on the words of the Master. When he drew 

in his nets, they were so full of fish, they began 

to break. When fishing is your business, that is a 

good day! 

But   the   blessings   didn't   stop   with   Simon. 

Luke   5:7   shows   us   a   second   example   of 

partnership. When Simon's boat was filled with 

fish, he called his   partners  to come  and help. 

Both boats were filled with so many fish, they 

began to sink! 

Simon's offering may not have looked like 

much to him or anyone else, but when he put it 

in the hands of the Master, God was able to do 

amazing things with it. When a seed is placed in 

the hands of Jesus, He can multiply it, feed the 

masses—and put a harvest back into the hands 

of the sower. 

If you are not a regular partner with a work 

you believe in, I recommend you find one and 

begin to sow what you have. If you are a regular 

partner,   find   another   work   and   increase   your 
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"farming territory." 

It's not the size of the seed you sow; it's your 

 obedience  to   God   and   the   faithfulness   with 

which you sow. 

Tithe   to   your   local   church   first—the 

storehouse   where   you   are   being   fed   regular 

"meals"—then   launch   out   into   the   deep,   and 

sow into more fields. 

Payday may not come as quickly as it did 

for Simon, but   payday  always comes to those  

 who sow! 
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CHAPTER 7

 PARTNERSHIP AND THE TITHE

 7 

When most  of us think of being part of a 

local church, we automatically think of church 

membership.   I like   to  look  at   being part   of   a 

local   church   a   little   differently.   Instead   of 

membership, I like to think of it as partnership. 

What is the difference between membership 

and partnership? Membership is like joining a 

health club, a work out facility, a country club, 

or   something   comparable.   Basically,   with   a 

membership you pay money, and in return you 

are granted use of a facility. 

Partnership,   however,   has   an   entirely 

different   connotation.   If   you   recall   from   an 

earlier chapter, the definition of partnership is: 

"A legal contract entered into by two or more 

persons in which each agrees to furnish a part of 

the capital and labor for a business enterprise, 

and by which each shares a fixed proportion of 
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profits and losses." 

Partnership   isn't   simply   joining   an 

establishment   for   the   use   of   its   facility;   it's 

combining what we have—whether it's finances, 

time,   effort,   or   prayer—and   partaking   of 

whatever profit is gained by the establishment. 

We   could   compare   partnership   to   buying 

stock in a company. We put something in and 

then, as the company goes up, we share in its 

profits. If the company goes down, we share in 

its losses. In other words, partnership ties us in 

with a particular work and where it is headed. 

That is why one of the most basic and most 

important partnerships we can have is with the 

local church. How do we enter into partnership 

with the local church? Our partnership with the 

local   church   begins   with   the   tithe.   In   fact,   a 

primary   responsibility   of   every   believer   is   to 

tithe to their local church. 

When a person begins to tithe to the local 

church, it not only helps the church accomplish 

its   job,   but   whatever   increase   comes   to   the 
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church   also   comes   to   the   members   of   the 

congregation.   Jesus   said,    "For   where   your 

treasure   is,   there   will   your   heart   be   also" 

(Matthew   6:21).   The   more   you   sow   your 

treasure—your   tithes   and   offerings—to   your 

local   church   and   other   ministries   as   the   Lord 

leads, the more your heart will be planted in and 

connected there. 

I have heard people say, "I thought tithing 

was only under the old covenant," but the New 

Testament has much to say about tithing, too. 

HEBREWS 7:1-3

1 For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of 

the most high God, who met Abraham returning 

from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; 

2 To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of 

all; first being by interpretation King of 

righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, 

which is, King of peace; 

3   Without   father,   without   mother, 

without descent, having neither beginning 

of   days,   nor   end   of   life;   but   made   like 

unto   the   Son   of   God;   abideth   a   priest 
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continually. 

Abraham was called the father of all those 

who   believe,   so   he   is   a   picture   or   type   of   a 

believer today. Melchisedec was not one of the 

priests   under   the   Law;   he   existed   before   the 

Law, so today he is a type of Jesus. Abraham 

existed   before   the   Law,   and   he   paid   tithes   to 

Melchisedec   who was  not   under   the   Law.  By 

this we can see that tithing was instituted long 

before the Law came. 

HEBREWS 7:4,5

4 Now consider how great this man was, 

unto whom even the patriarch Abraham 

gave the tenth of the spoils. 

5 And verily they that are of the sons of 

Levi,   who   receive   the   office   of   the 

priesthood, have a commandment to take 

tithes of the people according to the law, 

that   is,   of   their   brethren,   though   they 

come out of the loins of Abraham. 

Before the Law, tithing was considered an 

option;   it   was   something   done   more   out   of 

willingness by faith. But when the Law came, 
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anyone living under it had to pay tithes; it was 

no longer optional—it was law. 

We   need   to   understand   that   tithing   is   not 

law;   we   don't   owe   God.   The   tithe   is   not   for 

God's benefit; He got along fine before we ever 

started  paying   tithes.   We  owe  God   something 

the tithe could never take care of: We owe Him 

our lives. 

Thank God, Jesus erased our debt; He paid 

it in full! Tithing is not a law, but there is a law 

of the tithe that says, "If you will tithe to Jesus, 

He will bless you." 

HEBREWS 7:6-8

6   But   he   whose   descent   is   not   counted 

from   them   received   tithes   of   Abraham, 

and blessed him that had the promises. 

7 And without all contradiction the less is 

blessed of the better. 

8  And here  men that  die  receive  tithes; 

but there he receiveth them, of whom it is 

witnessed that he liveth. 

Abraham   paid   tithes   to   Melchisedec,   who 

57

 Locking Arms for the Harvest

was   a   type   of   Jesus,   and   every   time   we   pay 

tithes on Earth, Jesus receives them in heaven. 

When   Abraham   paid   tithes,   he   was   blessed. 

When we  pay tithes  to Jesus,  we  are blessed. 

Tithing actually releases blessing to us! 

Tithing today is not a debt we are paying; it 

is   an   investment   we   are   making.   As   we   pay 

tithes, we enter into partnership with the local 

church and with Jesus Christ Himself. Then, as 

the kingdom of God increases, we increase right 

along with it! 

I encourage anyone who has not entered into 

partnership with his local church through tithing 

to make a conscious decision to begin to do so 

today. But don't stop there; move up beyond the 

10   percent,   and   step   over   into   offerings   as 

opportunities   arise   and   as   the   Spirit   of   God 

leads. You will find God will "...open (to) you 

the windows of heaven, and pour you out a 

blessing, that there shall not be room enough 

to receive..."  (Malachi 3:10). 
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CHAPTER 8

 SENDING A SUBSTITUTE

 8 

Jesus'   earthly   ministry   was   marked   by 

miracles. In fact, John wrote, "And there are 

also many other things which Jesus did, the 

which, if they should be written every one, I 

suppose that even the world itself could not 

contain the books that should be written..." 

(John 21:25). 

Someone   once   recommended   studying   the 

miracles Jesus did, pointing out that Jesus never 

changes   and   is   no   respecter   of   persons. 

Therefore,  if we  study those  who experienced 

miracles in Jesus' ministry and do what they did, 

we will receive the same miraculous results. 

For   years,   I   did   just   that—I   studied   the 

Scriptures along with a number of books on the 

miracles of Jesus. I found volumes of "hidden 

treasures"   recorded   within   the   encounters 
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certain   individuals   had   with   the   Master.   One 

example that stood out to me was the case of the 

Roman centurion who came to Jesus on behalf 

of his servant. 

In   Matthew's   gospel,   we   read   that   the 

centurion himself came to Jesus. 

MATTHEW 8:5-8

5  And   when   Jesus   was   entered   into 

Capernaum, THERE CAME UNTO HIM 

A CENTURION, BESEECHING HIM, 

6  And   saying,   Lord,   my  servant   lieth   at 

home   sick   of   the   palsy,   grievously 

tormented. 

7  And Jesus saith unto  him,  I will come 

and heal him. 

8 The centurion answered and said, Lord, 

I am not worthy that thou shouldest come 

under my roof: but speak the word only, 

and my servant shall be healed. 

However, in reading Luke's account, we see 

the same miracle—but Luke said the centurion 

sent   the   elders   of   the   Jews   to   Jesus   on   his 

 behalf. 
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LUKE 7:1-3

1 Now when he had ended all his sayings 

in the audience of the people, he entered 

into Capernaum. 

2  And a certain centurion's servant, who 

was dear unto him, was sick, and ready to 

die. 

3 And when he heard of Jesus, HE SENT 

UNTO   HIM   THE   ELDERS   OF   THE 

JEWS,   BESEECHING   HIM   that   he 

would come and heal his servant. 

I   couldn't   understand   such   a   major 

discrepancy   between   the   two   Gospel   writers 

until I ran across a commentary explaining the 

difference. It seems in Bible days there was a 

different  understanding of  authority than what 

we have in our culture today. 

Luke's  account   of   the   Roman  centurion   is 

likely   the   most   accurate   by  today's   standards. 

The   centurion   actually   did   send   the   elders   to 

Jesus on his behalf. But Matthew wrote it as if 

the   centurion   went   to   Jesus   himself.   Why? 

Because in that day, if you sent someone on an 
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assignment   in your name,   it was just as if you 

went yourself. 

Jesus went to the  cross   in your name,   the 

same as if you went to the cross yourself. He 

was   buried   and   rose   again   in   your   name,   the 

same as if you were buried and raised yourself. 

He went to the Father's right hand and sat down 

 in your name,   just as if you were the one who 

went   yourself.   We   died   with   Him   (Galatians 

2:20); we were buried with Him (Romans 6:4, 

Colossians   2:12);   we   were   raised   with   Him 

(Romans   6:4,   Colossians   2:12);   and   we   are 

seated with Him (Ephesians 2:6).    He went for 

 us,   and   now   we   are   to   go   for   Him! (Mark 

16:15). 

Jesus   commanded,    "Go   in   My   name." 

When we lay hands on the sick in Jesus' Name, 

it is the same as if Jesus were there laying His 

hands on the sick. Why?  Because we are sent 

forth in His Name. When we go to the nations 

we go  in His Name,  and it is the same as Jesus 

going Himself. 

As our partners help us go to the nations, 
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God considers it the same as if they went to the 

nations and did the work themselves. Partners 

do what we cannot do, and we go to places and 

do things that perhaps some of our partners may 

not be able to do. We go as their representatives. 

Often   people   hesitate   to   enter   into 

partnership   with   a   ministry   because   of   their 

financial status. They may feel they cannot give 

enough to really help or make a difference. Most 

often it is people in that position whom God is 

leading   to  partner   with   a   work   or   a   ministry. 

God   isn't   looking  for   a   dollar   amount;   all   He 

needs is a willing heart. Partnership gives God a 

channel to funnel blessings into our lives! 

God's Word gives us insight into this subject 

in Second Corinthians 8:12:   "For  if  there  be 

first a willing mind, it is accepted according 

to that a man hath, and not according to that 

he hath not."  It is not what you  don't have, it is 

what you   do  have that God will use to work a 

miracle in your life. 

Someone might say, "If I can't give a certain 

dollar figure, I might as well do nothing at all." 
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But remember, it is not the size of the seed; 

it   is   the   consistency,   faithfulness,   and   faith 

behind   the   seed   sown   that   makes   all   the 

difference in the world! 

God's   plan   for   the   last   days   will   not   be 

accomplished   by  a   few;   it   will   take   all   of   us 

doing our part by locking arms for the harvest. I 

encourage you to look for fruit-roducing works 

to sow into—individuals and ministries who are 

preaching the Gospel of the kingdom, touching 

lives, and changing nations. 

As you sow into works through finances and 

prayer,   you   become   a   partner   in   giving   and 

receiving. You receive equal credit for all that is 

accomplished,   and   as   the   ministries   you   have 

invested into increase, you can expect the same 

increase to be poured out on you, according to 

Second Corinthians 9:8 (The Amplified Bible). 

"And God is able  to make  all  grace  (every 

favor   and   earthly   blessing)   come   to   you   in 

abundance,   so   that   you   may   always   and 

under   all   circumstances   and   whatever   the 

need be self-sufficient (possessing enough to 
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require  no aid or  support  and furnished  in 

abundance   for   every   good   work   and 

charitable donation)." 

I   want   to   encourage   you   to   join   in 

partnership with not only your local church, but 

also with other ministries. It is important to find 

ministries that will believe and trust God with 

you   for   the   benefits   of   partnership   and   an 

increase  in the  blessings of God on your  life. 

Most importantly, partner with those who have 

God's   heart   for   the   world—   for   the   lost,   the 

nations—and for a harvest of souls (John 3:16, 

Mark 16:15, 2 Corinthians 5:17-19). When you 

invest in the world, you are touching the heart of 

God! 
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