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To my dear friend Ron Wilson ... a very wise old man
who still has the faith of a child.
Dear Parent,
Because you have this book in your hands, it is pretty safe to assume that you care a lot about your child’s relationship with God. When my first child was born, I remember carrying my little baby around the house regularly and praying the same prayer over and over: “God, please have her fall in love with You!” Sound familiar?
It is now fifteen years later, and during those years the Lord has blessed me with three more children. A lot has changed in my life, but what remains the same is my tremendous concern that my children walk with Jesus. I still pray for them daily. In addition to that, I take seriously my responsibility to teach them and to live in such a way that they learn about Jesus just by watching my life.
It is our responsibility as parents to be the primary teachers of God’s Word to our children. Too often, parents depend on Sunday school teachers, youth pastors, or counselors to train up their children. While God will use others to influence our kids, it is His design that we parents are the primary teachers (Deuteronomy 6:4–25; Ephesians 6:4). You probably noticed that I began the story with Ronnie amazed by the gospel, but I did not explain the gospel at that point. I did this in order to give you the freedom and responsibility to explain the story of Christ to your child. Jesus and the apostles shared the good news differently based on the audience. Since you know your children best, you would probably do the best job teaching them the gospel.
God calls parents not only to talk about Jesus, but also to live like Him (1 John 2:6; 1 Corinthians 11:1). As the old expression goes, “Most lessons are caught, not taught.” Our kids are watching us and will remember our actions more than our words. I hope you use this story as a teaching tool for your children, but they will learn the greatest lesson as they watch their parents give generously. My kids have seen my wife and me give to the poor, and they looked on with amazement as they saw the blessings of God that followed. This is the type of lesson they won’t soon forget. I pray that as you teach your kids this invaluable lesson of giving generously, God would give you the faith to live it out. Then your kids will see just how blessed we are when we give.
“Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will repay him for his deed” (Proverbs 19:17).
Serving with you,
Francis