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I have hidden your word in my heart
    that I might not sin against you.  
Psalm 119:11
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts.  Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.
Deuteronomy 6:4-7
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Your Free Gift
You bought this book as an act of faith.  Thank you for trusting me to help you love Jesus.  As a thank you, I’d like to give you a FREE book and invite you to join my spiritual community.  
The benefit of joining is to receive notifications of free promotions on other Kindle books I write.  You will also receive access to me through email and get personal responses if you contact me with any questions.  
Lastly, you will get access to all the free materials I produce concerning the spiritual life including blog posts, book reviews, reading suggestions, video posts, and pdf articles exclusive to my email subscribers.
You can join this spiritual community and receive the FREE e-book by subscribing to our email group here:
http://kenjinitta.com/join/
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Preface
This book on memorizing Scripture is a part of the Know the Bible series.  This series consists of short booklets meant to be brief and action-oriented.  Most of them can be read within an hour.  The goal of this series is to help people love and follow Jesus by knowing his Word even though modern life has made us busy.  
Other books by Pastor Kenji:
Walking With God: How to Develop a Habit of Prayer
Change: A Practical Guide to Loving Jesus and Living Joyfully
Hearing God: A Practical Guide to Developing a Powerful Prayer Life
            
You can access these titles and other books I’ve written here.
 
 
 



Introduction
There is no quick and easy way to memorize the Bible.  There are only more or less efficient ways of memorizing the Bible, but they all take work and dedication.  However, the Bible is easier to memorize than most literature.  The Bible was written to be memorized.  In ancient times, the spoken word was esteemed more highly than the written word.  Speeches and performances were more valued than books and letters.  Less than 25% percent of the population was literate.  Thus, when a book or letter was written to a group (like we have in the New Testament), it was written with the intention that it be read aloud to the whole group by someone who could read and perform well.  This prevented illiteracy from being a barrier to knowing about Jesus.  This cultural fact explains why we have these words in the New Testament, “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it…” (Revelation 1:3, emphasis mine)  The Bible was written to be more easily memorized by listeners who heard what was read aloud to them by the rhetorically skillful literate.  In other words, you can memorize the Bible because it was written for that purpose.  Good news!
Not only is the Bible easier to memorize than most literature, it’s also powerful.  Solitary verses often pack so much truth and life that even memorizing small portions of Scripture can be immeasurably helpful.  There have been many times in history when the Bible was unavailable to common folk.  This was especially true before the printing press was invented in the early 1400s.  During these periods, common Christians would only have very small portions of the Bible to nourish their faith.  For example, a few verses from Ephesians 1 might move through a village.  Christians could memorize these few verses and their faith could live on it for years.  Perhaps they read “…and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.” (Ephesians 1:19-23)  There is enough meat in these few verses to feed one’s soul for years.  The Bible is such a powerful book that only a few verses are necessary to sustain our faith.
One implication of the Bible’s power is that we don’t need to memorize the whole New Testament to experience benefits.  Some of you may have the goal of memorizing the whole New Testament and several passages from the Old Testament.  This has been done by several people.  However, although this might be a noble goal, it may also be misguided.  This is because knowing more of the Bible will not in itself make you more holy.  What will sanctify you is surrendering to more of the Bible.  Therefore, make sure that what you memorize in your head eventually masters your heart as well.  This is the true goal of Bible memorization and you don’t need to memorize vast swaths of Scripture to accomplish it.  If you have the knowledge of men and angels but don’t have love, then it’s all for nothing.
That being said, it is possible to memorize the whole New Testament and many Old Testament passages as well.  It’s been done several times by several people.  Just make sure you’re memorizing these huge portions of Scripture because you want to know Scripture, not because you want other people to know that you know Scripture.  The Pharisees of Jesus’ day were condemned by him for knowing the Old Testament but not submitting to its teachings.  Don’t’ be that guy (or gal).  What will it benefit you if you memorize the whole Bible, yet lose your soul?
The Bible is both written to be memorized and powerful.  Therefore, let’s memorize it AND let its power work in our lives.
 



Chapter One: How to Memorize the Bible
There are several methods for memorizing the Bible.  How much time you’re willing to dedicate to Bible memorization will determine how many of these methods you can implement.  For most of you, you will only be able to implement one or two and that’s okay.  Don’t be an over-achiever or allow false guilt to burden you and steal your joy.
I’ll explain each method in turn, prioritizing those that are more important.  I prioritize these methods based on my personal experience with myself and the people in my church.  The first method is meditation.  The second method is bible study.  You will absorb plenty of verses (hundreds, at least) by using these first two methods alone.  If you want to give time to direct memorization, I offer two additional methods.  These methods take a lot of work but are very effective.  They will involve repetition but by far the more important element is recall, which I explain later.  The first method for direct memorization is what I call acronym recall.  The second method for direct memorization are various mnemonic techniques, including linking, pegs, and the major system.  I have used both of these latter methods extensively and, in my opinion, acronym recall works better than the other mnemonics techniques but I provide both because they’re both powerful systems.
Here’s how I suggest you prioritize these methods.  Decide how much time you have and then implement the methods accordingly.  If you have 20 minutes or less a day to spend in the Word, then I would suggest only using meditation.  If you have 45 minutes or less a day, then I would suggest using meditation and bible study.  Any additional time you have after these 45 minutes can be given to direct memorization.  You will, however, need to experiment with both methods I teach and decide which you prefer.  I now use a combination of both but rely more heavily on acronym recall.
 
	   TIME (daily)
	   METHOD

	   20 minutes
	   Meditation

	   45 minutes
	  Meditation and 
 Bible Study

	   45+ minutes
	  Meditation and 
Bible Study and 
 Acronym Recall/Mnemonics


 
Lastly, remember that pressure hurts memorization efforts.  There needs to be a relaxed playfulness when memorizing Scripture for maximum effectiveness.  Stress kills relaxed playfulness.  In other words, don’t rush it.  Let yourself move along at whatever pace works for you.  Some of you are naturally gifted with an excellent memory.  Other can hardly remember your own name after 1 o’clock.  Just be patient and focus more on quality than quantity.  The knowledge will come in due time.  Just enjoy Jesus and everything else will fall into place.
 



Chapter Two: Meditation
This was taken from a Google search I did on “meditate etymology:”
med·i·tate
 
 
	 think deeply or focus one's mind for a period of time, in silence or with the aid of chanting, for religious or spiritual purposes or as a method of relaxation.

 
	 think deeply or carefully about (something).

"he went off to meditate on the new idea"
	 synonyms:
	contemplate, think, consider, ponder, muse, reflect, deliberate, ruminate, brood, mull something over; 


 
	 plan mentally; consider.

"they had suffered severely, and they began to meditate retreat"
 
Origin
mid 16th cent.: from Latin meditat- ‘contemplated,’ from the verb meditari, from a base meaning ‘measure’; related to mete 
 
When we meditate in a Christian way, we’re not entering a trance-like state, emptying our minds, or trying to detach ourselves from the world.  In Christian meditation, we are actually becoming more aware, filling our minds with God, and trying to attach ourselves to Jesus.  To do this, we must somehow become more mindful and observant of God.  We must be intent, as a carpenter is when measuring a length of oak.  We must be focused, letting the distractions of the world fall from our hands as we loosen our grip and let go.
The practical method we use to accomplish this is commonly called a “quiet time.”  This is a small period of your day used to have quality time with God that is attentive and honest.  It’s a daily activity you should probably just plan on doing for the rest of your life.  When Jesus said to enter your closet and pray, this is one way of being obedient to that.
First, you let your spirit become still so that you’re not distracted.  Just as you would block out other activities going on in your house when visiting with an old friend, so you should block out distractions from your time with God.  Of course, this won’t always be possible but do the best you can.  If you find your mind wandering, simply return it to Jesus.  Also remember that you’re not trying to be productive here, you’re simply enjoying God.
Second, after you’ve become acceptably settled, read a passage of Scripture.  I recommend choosing a famous passage of Scripture that you may be somewhat familiar with, such as Psalm 23 or John 15.  Otherwise, you could pick a single verse to meditate on.  In Appendix One, I list 100 of the most searched for verses according to biblegateway.com.  This list was developed from hundreds of millions of searches and will provide you with plenty of meditation material.
As you read the passage of Scripture, be attentive to any movements in your spirit.  Maybe a particular word, phrase, or image will interest you.  Like a hook in a fish, something will grab you.  For example, from Psalm 23, the image of quiet waters may interest you.  
Third, read the passage again, carefully considering whatever interested you before.  For example, I could think about quiet waters.  I could imagine the sound of gentle trickles dancing upon rock and dirt.  I could smell the grass beside the river and feel the sun upon my skin.  I could think about how there is only life by the river in the desert.  I could think about a time in my life when I was desperately parched, and how good it felt when cold water flooded my mouth and rushed down my throat.  Maybe, the banqueting table interested you, or the Shepherd image, or the phrase “I shall not want,” or the image of enjoying fellowship, peace, and protection from God even in the midst of one’s enemies.  Simply reconsider whatever interested you.
Fourth, after you’ve meditated on the hook as long as you were moved to, then let your soul commune with God in that space.  Anything can happen at this point.  Maybe you’re moved to pray for a friend, sing praises, rest, or repent.  Just go with it.
This process usually takes me about 20 minutes, give or take depending on the day.  At first, it will probably take you longer as you settle into the habit and find your rhythm.  To dive deeper into meditation, I would suggest you read my booklet, Hearing God: A Practical Guide to Developing a Powerful Prayer Life.  
I would suggest taking the part of your day that is safest from distraction for this quiet time.  Some people do morning, some lunch breaks, some at night after the house is asleep.  One time isn’t more spiritual than another.  Just make sure it gets done every day.
Also, don’t measure your quiet time based on solely on your emotional state.  Sometimes you heart will be aflame, sometimes you will fall asleep from fatigue and distraction.  Don’t judge or control your quiet time.  Just let it be and go with it.
Your first step in memorization is meditating on a passage or verse for several days in a row.  Feed off of it as long as you can.  Milk it for every drop.  What you’ll find is that you accidentally memorize the passage after spending so much time in it.  You can memorize large portions of the Bible this way.  For some of you, this is the only form of memorization you’ll ever need.
I strongly suggest prioritizing meditation as your first and most important step in memorization.  Bible study will give you knowledge, methods of recall will give you more knowledge, but meditation will teach you to hear God’s voice, enjoy the presence of the Holy Spirit, and become friends with Jesus.  It will fill your mind with verses, but it will also fill your heart with faith.
 
So, here’s your homework so far:
 
	Make meditation a habit by
	Become still
	Read a passage, noting anything interesting
	Read it again several times, carefully considering the hook
	Commune with God


 



Chapter Three: Bible Study
Studying the bible will help you memorize hundreds of bible verses by accident.  It will also make it so you know what you’re talking about when you do quote the bible.
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck is still one of my all-time favorite fiction books.  It’s the story of two ranch hands who dream of owning their own farm complete with rabbits and freedom.  This dream dies, however, when one of the ranch hands accidentally kills a woman.  My copy of the book is barely over 100 pages long, yet the book is filled with literary brilliance in the form of themes, symbols, motifs, and straight up awesome storytelling.
              One common theme is dreams.  Dreams give hope.  George and Lennie dream of one day owning their own farm.  Candy and Crooks join this dream.  Life becomes ugly without dreams and without hope.  Curley’s wife dreamed of being a movie star but is miserable as this hope has died.  Lennie’s dreams turn into nightmares after he kills Curley’s wife.  Instead of the serene vision recalled before, he dreams of his dead aunt and gigantic menacing rabbits.
Another theme is freedom.  Steinbeck sees that freedom is gained through community and a place to call your own.  Although the traveling ranch hands seem free, they’re actually enslaved by poor wages and loneliness.  Although George sometimes feels fettered by caring for Lennie, it is only through his commitment to Lennie that George can maintain hope.  After Lennie dies, George has lost his freedom.  Many more themes could be added to the two listed above.  Themes of loneliness, friendship, companionship, love, death, escape, communication, size, and many others exist in the novella.
In addition to themes, there are many literary symbols in Of Mice and Men.  There is a clearing by the river that begins the book.  This is also where George mercy-kills Lennie at the end of the book.  In the beginning, this clearing symbolized George and Lennie’s dream of a good life.  It is both hopeful and peaceful.  However, Steinbeck has a heron eating a snake in the clearing also.  This ominous sign foreshadows how Lennie will have to die and with him, the dream.
Another symbol are hands.  Lennie’s hands are “paws” which indicate great strength.  Curley keeps a glove filled with Vaseline so his hands won’t become calloused.  This indicates his vanity.  Slim’s hands are “as delicate in their action as those of a temple dancer.”  This indicates Slim’s dignity and grace.  Lennie destroys one of Curley’s hands in a fight, symbolizing a clash between their characters.  Other symbols include rabbits, mice, card games, and the bunkhouse.
In addition to themes and symbols, there are motifs, language, point of view, figures of speech, dramatic forms, foreshadowing, storytelling elements around plot and composition, character developments, and settings which all contribute to the brilliance of the novella.  
Now, if this literary brilliance exists in such a book that is 123 pages long, imagine how much literary genius exists in the Bible, which is about 1,140 pages long!  Imagine how much additional meaning we miss by not learning about this literary genius.  The first time I read Of Mice and Men, all I saw was a big guy beat up a little guy, kill a girl, and then get shot.  Now I read it, and there is so much more to enjoy and be moved by.  We need to enter the literary genius of the Bible.  Then we’ll see that repeated calls to discipleship in Mark are coupled with the disciples’ misunderstandings.  We’ll see how the Exodus narrative is woven into Paul’s argument in the letter to the Romans.  We’ll realize how the harmonized universe in Revelation 4 becomes chaos and hell in Revelation 8-9 because empire ruled instead of God.
This kind of insight is admittedly difficult, however, because the Bible is foreign to us in many ways.  Steinbeck wrote about life in my country close to my time, but there are still things I need to learn if I want to enjoy the story most fully.  In the same way, the Bible was written over a time span of about 1,000 years by several different authors.  Additionally, these books were written in a whole different part of the world than the one I know.  It was written at a different time in literary forms I’m not familiar with.  These facts make bible study all the more necessary.
In our context, bible study will help you to not only see the literary genius of the Bible, but also to memorize it.  In studying the bible, we attend to verses for extended periods of time.  We break them down word-by-word and pore over them again and again.  This leads to us accidentally memorizing the verses we’re studying.  In fact, for many years I didn’t give much effort to direct memorization, but I studied like a madman.  As a result, I accidentally memorized much of the New Testament.  Whatever verses I didn’t know or references I couldn’t recall could then be filled in with direct memorization and additional meditation.
So, how does one study the Bible?  There are different levels of sophistication when it comes to bible study.  It all depends on how much work you want to put in.  If you’re not used to study, then I would start small and get crazier when your study muscles are stronger.
The first level is simply reading the Bible.  Note any questions or points of interest you may have.  Your goal is not to apply the Bible to your life (this is more the goal of your meditation time) as much as it is to learn what the Bible meant to its original audience.  
Learn what the bible meant before trying to learn what it means.  We should honor God’s method of revealing himself.  He revealed these books to people in ancient times first, and then he let them be preserved so that we could benefit from them second.  He gave the Bible books to particular people who lived in particular places at particular times, none of which do we naturally have great knowledge of.  For example, part of Isaiah is meant for exhilic Jews living in Babylonian captivity in the Ancient Near East over two and a half thousand years ago.  I’m a half-Japanese guy living in rural Idaho pastoring a church of people who were borne from the sufferings of World War II.  Therefore, I shouldn’t just read Isaiah and assume God wrote it directly to me without honoring his ways of working in history.  I should first understand what Isaiah meant to the ancient exiled Hebrews and then see how those truths apply to my life and my church today.  This means that we should end up with lots of questions because many things won’t make sense to your day.
After you’ve read the bible and taken notes, then find a good study Bible.  A study bible is a bible that has footnotes written by scholars that explain the verses.  Of course, the footnotes are not inspired, but they will give you great insight into what verses mean.  Most study bibles also include overviews of each bible book which will educate you on their original audiences and purposes.  For most of you, I think reading the bible itself and getting a study bible will be all you’ll ever need.  This will keep you busy for years.  Studying these verses will also help you to memorize them without even trying.
If you want to do more than read a study bible, I would suggest buying bible introductions.  These are often written as Old Testament introductions and New Testament introductions, though one-volume introductions also exist.  These are books that go beyond what a study bible would cover and tend to provide an excellent big picture view of bible books.  Make sure to read reviews online too, as these will give you better direction on what to buy for your needs than my list will.  For me, I’ve found the following books most helpful in this regard:
The Whole Bible:
How to Read the Bible Book by Book
How to Read the Bible for All It’s Worth
Old Testament:
A Light to the Nations: An Introduction to the Old Testament by Norman K. Gottwald.  This book is a little fat but awesome.
New Testament:
Invitation to the New Testament: First Things by Ben Witherington III.  A little pricey but totally worth it.  Witherington has a gift for writing and puts out quality books at an astonishing rate.  A hard worker I’m sure.
I’m not totally happy with these books because they do demand a greater commitment than I would like but you can get through them eventually reading 20 minutes daily.  The people at my church have found these books to be too involved.  Eventually, I’d like to write short introductions myself that you could read within an hour or so and get a good overview of the bible’s contents.  Until then, try the books above or other ones you’ve found online while reading reviews.  Take your time.  Studying bit by bit will help you to learn a great deal over time.  Plan for the long haul.
If you want to go deeper with your study, then I would recommend buying additional commentaries on various bible books.  Commentaries are like the footnotes in a study bible, but on steroids.  Where a study bible will have a line or two explaining a verse, a commentary will often have a page or two explaining a verse.  For example, my favorite commentary on the book of Revelation was written by G.K. Beale (awesome scholar) and it clocks in at 1,157 pages.  I did a random check and Revelation 6:10 has almost two pages explaining it.  I also have another commentary on Revelation written by David E. Aune (another rockstar scholar, in my opinion).  It’s a three-volume set with 1,241 pages of explanation with tiny print.  Another random check in this set on Revelation 11:1 shows that it has four pages of commentary on that verse.
There are a crazy amount of commentaries out there so get online and read reviews to find what best fits your needs.  You only have so much life and money to spend, better to spend it on the best books possible.  Anything by N.T. Wright is a good first commentary.  Wright’s commentaries are also affordable at about $10 each.  The Tyndale commentaries would be a good next set to explore.  After that, for the more technical commentaries, you’ll want to read plenty of reviews before deciding.
One last note on commentaries: scholars are not good at saying, “I don’t know.”  We don’t have enough evidence to explain all of the verses in the bible.  Some are just a mystery.  However, most scholars will venture a best guess and make it sound like a probable option when, in fact, it might simply be the best bad guess we have.  So don’t be narrow-minded about the details of a text and keep an open mind.
Actually, one more note on commentaries: there’s not a lot of controversy in biblical interpretation.  Some people think the bible is so open to interpretation that we can make it mean whatever we want.  Most people who say this, though, haven’t actually read the bible or many commentaries on the bible books.  How much interpretation is there really in “love your enemies,” or “it is more blessed to give than to receive,” or “work out your salvation with fear and trembling,” or “for God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that whoever believes in him will not perish but have eternal life,” or “God is not willing that any should perish but everyone to come to repentance,” or “be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry,” or “religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after widows and orphans in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world?”  The implication here is twofold: 1) bible interpretation isn’t all that controversial, in almost all cases we know exactly what a given biblical author was trying to say, and 2) you don’t need to buy tons of commentaries on each book, just grab the best one or two because most of them say the same thing anyway.  Knowing the bible is my profession so I buy crazy amounts of commentaries, but you should save your time and money because all you gain from several books is a few additional details.
One more thing to consider for your study time is learning New Testament Greek.  It’s not as daunting as it sounds.  Learning to read another language is much easier than learning how to speak another language.  If you spend your study time learning New Testament Greek, then you will probably be pretty good at it in a year or so.  
Learning New Testament Greek is great because the original biblical languages use many more words than our English translations.  There are well over 11,000 distinct words in the bible in its original languages but English translations tend to only use about 6,000 distinct words.  This is due to the natural limitations of our language.  This isn’t terrible because you can still get the point in English.  You can still have great study in English, but investigating each word in its original language yields all kinds of riches.  A great first book for learning New Testament (Koine) Greek would be David Alan Black’s Learn to Read New Testament Greek.  He gives suggestions to take it further from there.
Also, keep your heart open to being moved during study.  For people with an intellectual spiritual style, this will happen often.  For more on finding your spiritual style, see Change: A Practical Guide to Loving Jesus and Living More Joyfully.  It’s a good thing to let worship distract your information hunting.
Again, for many of you, meditation is all you will need to memorize the bible.  Meditation will enable you to memorize hundreds, if not thousands of verses in your lifetime.  Adding study will help you understand the verses themselves better in addition to helping you memorize more verses by accident.  While life is busy, most of you won’t be able to do a lot of study so set modest goals.  Getting through a chapter or two each month would be a great pace for most of you.  When life slows down, then you can go gangbusters on bible study and share your knowledge with younger Christians.  This would be a retirement well spent.
I may have overwhelmed you in this chapter.  If so, I apologize.  Bible study really isn’t that complicated.  Just take the extra 20 minutes of time (if you have it) and give it to study as outlined below.  Doing this will help you memorize hundreds of verses without even trying.
So, here’s your homework so far:
 
	Make meditation a habit by
	Become still
	Read a passage, noting anything interesting
	Read it again, carefully considering the hook
	Commune with God

	Engage in bible study by
	Reading the bible
	Taking notes on questions and points of interest
	Get a study bible
	Read bible introductions
	Read commentaries on various bible books
	Learn New Testament Greek


 



Chapter Four: Acronym Recall
The first two methods of bible memorization are the most important.  If, for whatever reason, you find yourself wanting to engage in direct memorization, then the next two methods are for you.  Direct memorization is when you focus time on pure bible memorization.  The goal here is to lock as many verses in your head as possible so that you can recall them whenever you want.  People often memorize verses so they can meditate on them later.  Many also find that having verses memorized reshapes their thinking in a mysterious but powerful way for the better.  
Let me share a word about our approach before we get to the methods themselves.
Many traditional methods of memorization depend heavily upon repetition.  It is common for people to write a verse on paper or speak it into an audio program and then read it or listen to it repeatedly.  This is a huge mistake, in my opinion.  Repetition will work eventually, but it’s not optimum.  The reason for this is because repetition engages a different part of our brain than recall does.  It’s amazing that neuroscientists can actually see which parts of the brain are working during different tasks.  Experiments have shown that recalling information activates different neuropathways than observing repetition of information.  In other words, recalling verses from the bible engages a different part of your brain than repeating a verse from the bible.  This means that our methods will focus on recall rather than repetition.  The bottom line is that remembering a thing is different than having it repeated to you.  Therefore, we’ll practice lots of remembering but not through pure repetition.
Don’t get me wrong though, direct memorization will be somewhat repetitive work.  But our method will not depend heavily on repetition per se but will utilize the many benefits of recall.  Here’s a way to illustrate this.  Instead of repeating a verse intently 10 times and then trying to see if you can remember it by recalling it without help, we will use recall 10 times to practice remembering the verse with either acronyms or mnemonics.  This will train the actual skill you’ll need to use when recalling a verse with no help.  Bible memorization is much faster this way.
That’s enough about our approach.  Let’s get to the first direct memorization method, acronym recall.
An acronym is when you take the first letter of each word in a phrase and make a new word with it.  M.A.D.D. is an acronym because it takes the first letters of the phrase “Mothers Against Drunk Driving” and makes it into a pronounce-able word, “M.A.D.D.”  We will be using a similar approach in memorizing bible verses.  The only difference is that our acronym will not result in a pronounce-able word, but we’ll still be taking the first letter of each word in a verse.  This will work the recall part of your brain and make memorization much more effective.
For example, let’s say you want to memorize 1 John 1:9, which says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  You would write on a piece of paper, “Iwcos,hifajawfuosapufau.”  Include capital letters and punctuation.
After you’ve written the sequence of letters, read it and try and recall each word using the acronym.  If you can’t recall a word, then simply look at the verse with the full words written out and try again.  
After you have a verse mastered by looking at the letters, try and recall the verse without the acronym.  Again, if you get stuck, simply refer to the acronym again (but not the full words).
After you have mastered the verse, put together a review schedule.  Review the verse one hour after you’ve mastered it.  Then review it each day for the next seven days.  After that, review it once a week for the following four weeks.    After that, review it once each month.  If at any time you find the verse slipping, then put more time practicing the recall. Refer to Appendix Two to see the review schedule in chart form as well as planning helps for bible memorization.
There are several benefits to acronym recall.  First, it uses recall from the beginning and so trains the specific skill you need to remember verses.  Second, this method takes almost no effort up front to establish pegs or learn a major system, mnemonics we will learn later in this book.  All this approach takes is writing down the letters.  Lastly, this method engages the verse itself from the beginning, which will help you to internalize it better.
Although I’ve used mnemonics extensively in bible memorization, I actually prefer acronym recall more.  Even after you’ve gotten good at mnemonics, I’ve found that acronym recall is just more efficient for the verse itself.  Bible references and chapter subjects are a different matter, however.  I can memorize more verses using acronym recall and retain them more clearly than with mnemonics.  I find the mnemonics become clunky in word-for-word memorization.  However, that’s just me.  You might want to learn both systems and find out which you prefer through experimentation.
I would suggest learning passages of Scripture at a time, but you might prefer to memorize one special verse at a time.  See Appendix One for famous verses and Appendix Two for planning helps.
 



Chapter Five: Mnemonics
A mnemonic is a memory aid.  For example, a notepad can be a mnemonic.  If I write my grocery list down in a notepad, it becomes a mnemonic.  When specialists speak of mnemonics, what they are talking about is memory aids that use our mind alone to retain information.  There are ways to scribble notes down in our mind in such a way that we can flip to the right page and have the information at our disposal.  First, I’ll explain a few keys to using mnemonics.  Next, I’ll demonstrate mnemonics in a few ways.  Lastly, I’ll outline a mnemonic method for memorizing bible verses.
A fair warning first though.  Mnemonics seem like a total waste of time when you start using them.  It seems like you’re having to do way too much work just to get ready to memorize things.  But, many people have accomplished amazing things with mnemonics which makes them worthy of consideration.  For example, mnemonics have enabled people to accurately memorize the order of 61 different playing cards in 33 seconds, memorize 2,440 consecutive numbers, memorize 4,095 binary digits in order, remember 115 different names and faces accurately, memorize 300 flashing numbers in order, and memorize the digits of pi to over 20,000 places!  If mnemonics can do this, they can certainly help you memorize bible verses.  
Additionally, mnemonics are not as foreign as they may seem.  You probably already know some simple mnemonics that have worked for you (such as “HOMES” to memorize the Great Lakes of Huron, Ontario, Michigan, Eerie, and Superior or using your knuckles to know which months have 30 or 31 days).  We’ll just be delving into a more sophisticated system of mnemonics.
Move slowly through this section because I pack in a lot of information in a little space.



Keys to Using Mnemonics
When I want to remember something, I search my mind for the info.  Usually, some non-logical connection in my head gets me to the information I want.  For example, if I’m trying to remember who sings “Stand By Me,” I’ll struggle to recall the information but maybe I can’t find it.  Later, I’ll be reading about King Ashurbanipal and it’ll hit me, “Ben E. King! That’s who sings that song!”  Ashurbanipal has nothing to do with that song but he still reminded me of the guy who sings it.  What memory experts have learned is that these non-logical connections is usually how we remember things.  They’re like hooks that we hang information on. They’ve also learned that I’m a total nerd since I read about ancient kings for fun.  But that’s neither here nor there.  
Memory experts have also learned that we can intentionally make these non-logical associations to help us recall information later.  In fact, the more non-logical the association, the easier it is to remember.  In other words, the association should be extremely ridiculous.  This concept is easier to demonstrate than explain so please try to following thought experiment:
(Settle in and get ready to use your imagination.  This is work, but it can be fun and addicting work. Also, bear with me because this will be a ridiculous and crazy thought experiment.)
Clearly see your body.  Now imagine that your big toe is melting and blood flows from the end of your feet.  Imagine your very own toe clearly and see it melt.  It’s painful.  Then the blood flows.
Next, imagine that monster frogs have jumped onto your legs and are eating your kneecaps with their sharp fangs.  Imagine the green frogs eating your knees and imagine how painful that would be.
Next, imagine the muscular thighs.  Imagine that your muscle is infested with lice and you itch like crazy.  Feel the itchiness in your muscle.
Next, imagine that you’re on stage giving a speech.  Next, a swarm of flies land on your rear.  No matter how much you try to wave them off, thousands of flies continue landing on your rear, to your embarrassment.  Imagine the buzzing and the creepy feeling of thousands of insects landing on your rear.
Next, imagine a cow runs up to you on two legs and kicks you square in the loins with its hoof.  Feel your stomach twist as the cow laughs at you.
Let’s review so far.  We have a toe melting and blood, frogs biting your knees, itchy lice on your thigh muscle, flies landing on your rear, and a cow kicking you in the loins.  See each picture briefly but clearly.
Next, look at your chest muscles.  You’re astonished to see bowls on your body where a chest is supposed to be.  The bowls are white and cold.
Next, imagine that your clavicles (shoulder blades) are on fire.  Feel the singe upon your skin as the skin burns away to reveal your white clavicle bone.
Next, are locusts (like a big, mean, Jiminy Cricket) balancing on your fists.  They’re playing violins but you hate the music and want to punch them with your fists.
Next, imagine that your bicep is the blackest black you can imagine.  You shine a flashlight into them but the light disappears into the blackness of your biceps.
Lastly, imagine that your two eyes are dead.  Imagine your best friend giving a eulogy at a funeral to your two eyes.  You can see your two eyes in a coffin and your whole family crying.  They loved your two eyes.
One more review.  Your toe melts and there’s blood, frogs are eating your knees, lice are making your muscle itch, flies are on your rear in the thousands, a cow kicks your loins and laughs hysterically, your chest are bowls, your clavicle is on fire, locusts in top hats are chilling on your fists, your biceps are black, and your two eyes are dead.  Imagine the whole sequence briefly but clearly one more time.
Do it once more.
Now, what you’ve just done is memorize the ten plagues from the book of Exodus.  The first plague is water turning into blood, the second is frogs, the third is lice, the fourth is flies, the fifth is the livestock dying, the sixth is boils (our bowls), the seventh is hail of fire, the eighth is locusts, the ninth is darkness, and the tenth is the death of the firstborn.  Now that you have ten hooks to hang this information on (your ten body parts), you know where to look when you need to recall it.  Just review the images an hour after learning them, a day after learning them, and then a week after learning them.  Then you’ll probably have them forever.  Eventually, the images will naturally fade away and the information will be securely in your long-term memory.  You will then know it by heart.
 
Test yourself to see if you can remember them all.  Then try to recall the plagues out of order by going to your body parts.  You’ve just memorized the plagues in and out of order.
Let’s add another layer of sophistication to these hooks.  If you were observant, you probably noticed that these hooks went in a certain order.  1=toes, 2=knees, 3=muscle, 4=rear, 5=loins, 6=chest, 7=clavicle, 8=fist, 9=bicep, 10=two eyes.  If you remember this order, you can remember the plagues (or any other information) in and out of order.  In other words, instead of going through the plagues to discover the seventh, if anyone ever asks you what the seventh plague is, you can skip to your “clavicle” and remember that they’re on fire.  Then you will know that the hail of fire is the seventh plague.
Now let’s get crazier (I know this seems complicated but it’s not so bad once you get used to it).  Numbers are notoriously hard to remember.  However, by using mnemonics, numbers can become easy to recall.  The trick is to associate a particular letter sound with each number and then turn the resulting letters into a word.  What’s great is that you already learned the sounds of each letter without knowing it.  Here they are:
 
	T, D
	N
	M
	R
	L
	CH, SH, J
	K, G
	F, V
	B, P
	TS

Zero is always an “s” or a “z” sound.  You will notice that these letter sounds correspond with the body parts you already learned.  The additional sounds of each number also sound similar to each other.  That’s why I said you already learned them without knowing it.  Look again:
 
	T(oe)
	N(ee)
	M(uscle)
	R(ear)
	L(oins)
	(CH)est
	K(lavicle)
	F(ist)
	B(icep)
	T(oe)S

The numbers only represent consonant sounds and you insert vowel sounds wherever you want.  Now let’s find out why this can be so helpful before we lose our minds.
Let’s say we want to memorize Philippians 4:6, which says, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”  Emphasizing recall in our method, we could either use the acronym method to memorize the verse, or mnemonics (of course, we could also meditate on the verse and we would have memorized the text and verse naturally, but this is in the context of direct memorization).  I would suggest using the acronym method to memorize the verse, and then create a picture to symbolize it.  So we would carry a piece of paper that says, “Dnbaaa, bie, bpap, wt, pyrtG.”  Eventually we would know the verse by heart.  Now, to remember the verse’s location, we would encode the verse reference in a simple picture substituting the numbers for letter.  We would also add a picture to remind us that the verse reference is in the book of Philippians.  For Philippians, I use a gymnast (a person who flips a lot).  To remember 4:6 I only need to remember “rash.”  This is more concrete than 4:6 and therefore easier to remember.  
Now to memorize the book and verse, I imagine a gymnast with a terrible rash.  He can’t perform on the bars because he has to itch too much.  The judges are laughing in his face and preparing to raise their “0” cards.  If you already have the verse memorized, then just use a symbol for the verse.  I would use a person worrying to capture the idea of “anxious.”  So my final picture would be of a gymnast (Philippians) with a rash (4:6) whose mom is worried sick about his itching (anxious).  If you can remember the picture, then you can remember the verse.
If you don’t have the verse memorized, then you could use mnemonics to memorize it.  I would see a gymnast with a rash whose mom is anxious, but has group prayer with a thanksgiving turkey (to capture “thanksgiving” in the verse), and the turkey then presents a wish list to God.
If you choose to use mnemonics, I include symbols for every book of the Bible and for numbers through 150 in the Appendices.



How I Would Plan Direct Memorization Work
This is how I would plan direct memorization work.  I would take a week to master the symbols (we call them “pegs”) for each bible book and for the numbers 1-150.  
Then I would use mnemonics to memorize the big picture of each chapter in the Bible.  For example, for Philippians 4 I would memorize a gymnast hugging a person who is desperately trying to say goodbye and get away.  This hook, or peg, would help me recall that Philippians 4 is about unity between church members and Paul’s final greetings in the letter.
After I had the big picture of every chapter in the Bible memorized, I would go about memorizing either Bible books or favorite verses using acronym recall.  If acronym recall isn’t sufficient to memorize the verse reference, I would supplement that with mnemonics.
So, memorize the big picture of each chapter with mnemonics and every verse with acronym recall.  If you can’t remember the verse reference for a verse you memorized using acronym recall, then I would supplement that with mnemonics.  The important thing is to use recall in training your memory, NOT mere repetition.
So, here’s your homework so far:
 
	Make meditation a habit by
	Become still
	Read a passage, noting anything interesting
	Read it again, carefully considering the hook
	Commune with God

	Engage in bible study by
	Reading the bible
	Taking notes on questions and points of interest
	Get a study bible
	Read bible introductions
	Read commentaries on various bible books
	Learn New Testament Greek

	Utilize direct memorization techniques
	Mnemonics for each chapter
	Acronym Recall for each verse
	Review your memory verses according to the following schedule:
	Once an hour after memorized
	Once a day for the following week
	Once a week for the following month
	One month thereafter for the rest of your life (this isn’t necessary for everything you memorize but is a good practice for bible verses-meditate on his word day and night)



 



Conclusion to the Book
You can memorize hundreds or thousands of bible verses!  Your memory is already amazing.  You can probably recall thousands of lyrics to songs, including their melodies and instrumentation, lines to movies, facts about athletes and actors and friends.  There is more room in your head for plenty of bible verses to fit.  Just don’t be an over-achiever.  If you have all knowledge but don’t have love, then you have nothing.  Simply worship Jesus and plug along at your own pace memorizing verses.  If you’re low on time, just meditate on the word and you will learn much Scripture.  If you have a bit more time, then do some bible study.  If you have more time still, then use acronym recall, mnemonics, or any combination thereof for direct memorization work.  Whichever path you choose, you can memorize much of the bible and God’s words will be close to your heart and shaping your spirit.
 



Appendix One: Famous Bible Verses
Here are the 100 most searched for Bible verses according to biblegateway.com.  You can start here to find verses you may want to commit to memory (all verses quoted from the NIV).
 
	         John 3:16: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
	        Jer 29:11: For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
	        Rom 8:28: And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.
	        Phil 4:13: I can do everything through him who gives me strength.
	        Gen 1:1: In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
	        Prov 3:5: Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.
	        Prov 3:6: in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.
	        Rom 12:2: Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
	        Phil 4:6: Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
	     Matt 28:19: Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
	      Eph 2:8: For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—
	     Gal 5:22: But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
	     Rom 12:1: Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.
	     John 10:10: The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
	     Acts 18:10: For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city.”
	     Acts 18:9: One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent.
	     Acts 18:11: So Paul stayed for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God.
	     Gal 2:20: I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
	     1 John 1:9: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
	    Rom 3:23: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
	     John 14:6: Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
	    Matt 28:20: and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
	    Rom 5:8: But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
	    Phil 4:8: Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.
	    Phil 4:7: And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
	    Josh 1:9: Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”
	    Isa 40:31: but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.
	    Eph 2:9: not by works, so that no one can boast.
	    Rom 6:23: For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
	    Gal 5:23: gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
	     Isa 53:5: But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.
	    1 Pet 3:15: But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,
	    2 Tim 3:16: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
	    Matt 6:33: But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
	    Heb 12:2: Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
	    1 Pet 5:7: Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.
	    Eph 2:10: For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
	    1 Cor 10:13: No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.
	    Matt 11:28: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.
	    Heb 11:1: Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.
	     2 Cor 5:17: Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
	    Heb 13:5: Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”
	    2 Cor 12:9: But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.
	    Rom 10:9: That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
	    Isa 41:10: So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
	    Gen 1:26: Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”
	    Matt 11:29: Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
	    John 16:33: “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
	    Acts 1:8: But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
	    2 Tim 1:7: For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.
	     Isa 53:4: Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted.
	    2 Cor 5:21: God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
	    Rom 15:13: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
	    John 11:25: Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;
	    Heb 11:6: And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
	    John 5:24: “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.
	    Jas 1:2: Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,
	    Isa 53:6: We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
	    Acts 2:38: Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
	    Eph 3:20: Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,
	     Matt 11:30: For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
	    Gen 1:27: So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.
	    Col 3:12: Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.
	    Heb 12:1: Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.
	    Jas 5:16: Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.
	    Acts 17:11: Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.
	    Phil 4:19: And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.
	    John 1:1: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
	    1 Cor 6:19: Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own;
	    1 John 3:16: This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.
	     Ps 133:1: How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity!
	    John 14:27: Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
	    Heb 4:12: For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
	    John 15:13: Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.
	    Mic 6:8: He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.
	    Rom 10:17: Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.
	    John 1:12: Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—
	    Jas 1:12: Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.
	    Jas 1:3: because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.
	    Rom 8:38: For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,
	     Rom 8:39: neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
	    Heb 10:25: Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
	    2 Pet 1:4: Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.
	    Phil 1:6: being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
	    Ps 133:3: It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the LORD bestows his blessing, even life forevermore.
	    Heb 4:16: Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
	    Ps 37:4: Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart.
	    John 3:17: For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
	    Acts 4:12: Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”
	    Isa 26:3: You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you.
	     1 Pet 2:24: He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.
	    Josh 1:8: Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.
	    Matt 28:18: Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
	    Col 3:23: Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men,
	    Matt 22:37: Jesus replied: ” ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’
	    Ps 133:2: It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaron’s beard, down upon the collar of his robes.
	    Matt 5:16: In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.
	    Isa 55:8: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD.
	    Heb 4:15: For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin.
	  John 13:35: By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

 



Appendix Two: Bible Memorization Plans
These plans are primarily for direct memory work.  If you’re only using meditation and/or study, then just work in whatever passage is striking your fancy at the time.  If you’re more methodical like me, then here are some plans to schedule your work.
Review Schedule
Keep a journal and schedule future review times as you memorize the verses.  Then review as follows:
	   WHEN TO REVIEW AFTER MEMORIZATION
	   FOR HOW LONG

	   ONCE AN HOUR
	   ONE TIME

	   ONCE A DAY
	   7 DAYS

	   ONCE A WEEK
	   1 MONTH

	   ONCE A MONTH
	   FOREVER


 
Memorization Schedule
If you have a favorite bible book, or your pastor is preaching through a particular book, or for whatever reason, then just pick that book if you feel so inclined.  Otherwise, memorize the New Testament books in this order:
 
	Philemon
	Jude
	1 John
	2 John
	3 John
	John
	Revelation
	1 Timothy
	2 Timothy
	Titus
	Ephesians
	Philippians
	Hebrews
	Mark
	1 Peter
	2 Peter
	Colossians
	Romans
	1 Thessalonians
	2 Thessalonians
	1 Corinthians
	Luke
	Acts
	2 Corinthians
	James
	Galatians
	Matthew

Throw in Old Testament books whenever you feel sassy.  For the New Testament, here is chart to help you plan your goals:
	   NUMBER OF VERSES DAILY
	   HOW LONG IT WILL TAKE TO COMPLETE THE NEW TESTAMENT (APPROXIMATE)

	   1
	   22 years

	   2
	   11 years

	   3
	   7.5 years

	   4
	   5.5 years

	   5
	   4.5 years

	   6
	   4 years

	   7
	   3.25 years


 
If you’re memorizing more than 7 verses a day, then you’re a total beast.  4 verses is a good goal for clergy or aspiring pastors, although 2 verses would also be good.  Anybody else, just do what you want.  After you’ve memorized the whole New Testament, then review it monthly through recitation according to the following schedule:
Day 1: Luke 1-5
Day 2: Luke 6-9
Day 3: Luke 12-18
Day 4: Luke 19-24
Day 5: Acts 1-7
Day 6: Acts 8-14
Day 7: Acts 15-21
Day 8: Acts 22-28
Day 9: 1 & 2 Timothy; Titus
Day 10: Ephesians; Philippians
Day 11: Hebrews
Day 12: Mark 1-9
Day 13: Mark 10-16
Day 14: 1 &2 Peter; Colossians
Day 15: Romans 1-11
Day 16: Romans 12-16; 1 & 2 Thessalonians
Day 17: 1 Corinthians 1-10
Day 18: 1 Corinthians 11-16
Day 19: 2 Corinthians
Day 20: James, Galatians
Day 21: Matthew 1-9 
Day 22: Matthew 10-14
Day 23: Matthew 15-22
Day 24: Matthew 23-28
Day 25: Philemon; Jude; 1 & 2 & 3 John
Day 26: John 1-6
Day 27: John 7-12
Day 28: John 13-21
Day 29: Revelation 1-11
Day 30: Revelation 12-22
This will take about 30 minutes each day to review.  You can spread this schedule out if you don’t have that kind of time also.  If you do half of what’s recommended here you could review every two months.  This might be more important once you add some Old Testament books to your memory also.
These plans were adapted from a free file you might want to check out.  I last accessed it at http://www.greatpreachers.org/bible_memorizing.html.
Until you memorize the New Testament, I highly recommend you read through it once per month.  This can be made easier by listening to it on audiobook.  That way you can multi-task.  I find that walking just over an hour per day and listening to the bible at the same time can get me through the whole bible in a month.  I usually listen to it at 1.5x or 2x the normal speed.
Pegs
Books Pegs I Use:
	   Genesis
	   Jeans

	   Exodus
	   An Exit Sign

	   Leviticus
	   Scissors (Leviti-CUTS)

	   Numbers
	   Danica McKellar (math whiz)

	   Deuteronomy
	   Due to run on me

	   Joshua
	   A tree (from Joshua Tree)

	   Judges
	   A judge

	   Ruth
	   Sloth from Goonies (“Baby RUTH”)

	   1 Samuel
	   1 beer bottle (SAM Adams)

	   2 Samuel
	   2 beer bottles

	   1 Kings
	   1 crown

	   2 Kings
	   2 crowns

	   1 Chronicles
	   1 god eating people (from the Greek word “kronos,” meaning time and the titan of the same name.  This is definitely my most nerdy peg.)

	   2 Chronicles
	   2 gods eating people

	   Ezra
	   The RZA with Iron Fists (from the terrible movie)

	   Nehemiah
	   A knee-high tall man

	   Esther
	   Stirring

	   Job
	   A construction worker

	   Psalms
	   A palm leaf

	   Proverbs
	   A wise Kung Fu master

	   Ecclesiastes
	   A man breaking an image (an iconoclast)

	   Song of Songs
	   A guitar

	   Isaiah
	   Eye balls

	   Jeremiah
	   Germs

	   Lamentations
	   Crying

	   Ezekiel
	   Hippie Bread

	   Daniel
	   My friend, Daniel

	   Hosea
	   A hose

	   Joel
	   Drooling jowls

	   Amos
	   An arrow (aim us)

	   Obadiah
	   A bad eye

	   Jonah
	   A whale

	   Micah
	   A microphone

	   Nahum
	   A name tag

	   Habakkuk
	   Have a cook

	   Zephaniah
	   Seven eyes

	   Haggai
	   A hag

	   Zechariah
	   Zach Efron

	   Malachi
	   A Hawaiian flying a kite (Maui-kite)

	   Matthew
	   A ewe doing math

	   Mark
	   A marker

	   Luke
	   Glasses (LOOK)

	   John
	   A toilet

	   Acts
	   An axe

	   Romans
	   A Roman soldier

	   1 Corinthians
	   Ants carrying 1 apple core

	   2 Corinthians
	   Ants carrying 2 apple cores

	   Galatians
	   Gal ate shins

	   Ephesians
	   The sun charging money (FEE-SUN)

	   Philippians
	   A gymnast

	   Colossians
	   A huge statue

	   1 Thessalonians
	   A girl in a salon

	   2 Thessalonians
	   Two girls in a salon

	   1 Timothy
	   1 watch (for TIME)

	   2 Timothy
	   2 watches

	   Titus
	   A tight butt

	   Philemon
	   A manila file folder

	   Hebrews
	   A warlock brewing over a cauldron (he brews)

	   James
	   Chains

	   1 Peter
	   My friend, Pete

	   2 Peter
	   My friend, Pete, and his clone

	   1 John
	   A toilet as a tie

	   2 John
	   Two toilets

	   3 John
	   Three toilets

	   Jude
	   A star of David

	   Revelation
	   A curtain (for reveal)


 
Numbers Pegs I Use:
	   1
	   Tie
	   31
	   Mud
	   61
	   Shade

	   2
	   Noah
	   32
	   Mane
	   62
	   Chin

	   3
	   Mow
	   33
	   Mime
	   63
	   Chime

	   4
	   Oar
	   34
	   Humor
	   64
	   Chair

	   5
	   Owl
	   35
	   Mule
	   65
	   Shell

	   6
	   Shoe
	   36
	   Match
	   66
	   Cheech 

	   7
	   Cow
	   37
	   Mug
	   67
	   Cheek

	   8
	   UFO
	   38
	   Movie
	   68
	   Shave

	   9
	   Bee
	   39
	   Mop
	   69
	   Chop

	   10
	   Toes
	   40
	   Horse
	   70
	   Kiss

	   11
	   Tied
	   41
	   Rat
	   71
	   Cat

	   12
	   Tuna
	   42
	   Rain
	   72
	   Cane

	   13
	   Tomb
	   43
	   Arm
	   73
	   Comb

	   14
	   Door
	   44
	   Arrow
	   74
	   Car

	   15
	   Tail
	   45
	   Rule
	   75
	   Cola

	   16
	   Dish
	   46
	   Rash
	   76
	   Cash

	   17
	   Tack
	   47
	   Rake
	   77
	   Cake

	   18
	   Dove
	   48
	   Roof
	   78
	   Cave

	   19
	   Tub
	   49
	   Robe
	   79
	   Cape

	   20
	   Nose
	   50
	   Lice
	   80
	   Vice

	   21
	   Ant
	   51
	   Lid
	   81
	   Fat

	   22
	   Nun
	   52
	   Lion
	   82
	   Fin

	   23
	   Name
	   53
	   Llama
	   83
	   Fume

	   24
	   Nero
	   54
	   Lure
	   84
	   Fairy

	   25
	   Nail
	   55
	   Lily
	   85
	   Fly

	   26
	   Notch
	   56
	   Latch
	   86
	   Fish

	   27
	   Neck
	   57
	   Lake
	   87
	   Fig

	   28
	   Navy
	   58
	   Leaf
	   88
	   Five

	   29
	   Nap
	   59
	   Leap
	   89
	   Vape

	   30
	   Mouse
	   60
	   Cheese
	   90
	   Piece

	   91
	   Bat
	   121
	   Taunt
	  	  
	   92
	   Bone
	   122
	   Tonen
	  	  
	   93
	   Beam
	   123
	   Denim
	  	  
	   94
	   Bear
	   124
	   Diner
	  	  
	   95
	   Pool
	   125
	   Toenail
	  	  
	   96
	   Patch
	   126
	   Tonnage
	  	  
	   97
	   Bike
	   127
	   Tank
	  	  
	   98
	   Puff
	   128
	   Dative
	  	  
	   99
	   Puppy
	   129
	   Danube
	  	  
	   100
	   Disease
	   130
	   Tomes
	  	  
	   101
	   Dust
	   131
	   Timeout
	  	  
	   102
	   Disney
	   132
	   Domino
	  	  
	   103
	   Taoism
	   133
	   Dummy
	  	  
	   104
	   Taser
	   134
	   Timer
	  	  
	   105
	   Diesel
	   135
	   Tamil
	  	  
	   106
	   Dosage
	   136
	   Damage
	  	  
	   107
	   Disc
	   137
	   Tomahawk
	  	  
	   108
	   Adhesive
	   138
	   Adams
	  	  
	   109
	   Teaspoon
	   139
	   Damp
	  	  
	   110
	   Tattoos
	   140
	   Tears
	  	  
	   111
	   Dotted
	   141
	   Dart
	  	  
	   112
	   Titan
	   142
	   Darwin
	  	  
	   113
	   Totem
	   143
	   Drum
	  	  
	   114
	   Tater
	   144
	   Adorer
	  	  
	   115
	   Tattle
	   145
	   Derail
	  	  
	   116
	   Dead-ish
	   146
	   Torch
	  	  
	   117
	   Tea dog
	   147
	   Drag
	  	  
	   118
	   Doe dive
	   148
	   Dwarf
	  	  
	   119
	   Toe tap
	   149
	   Trap
	  	  
	   120
	   Adonis
	   150
	   Atlas
	  	  

 
 



Thank You
Before you go, I’d like to thank you for purchasing this book on bible memorization. You bought this book as an act of faith. Thank you for trusting me to help you. I’ll do my best to honor the sacred step you’ve taken.  
I know you could have picked from several books on the Christian life, but you took a chance with this one.  So thank you again for downloading this book and reading it through to the end.
Now, I’d like to ask for a quick favor.  Could you please take a minute and subscribe to my email list here?  This will alert you to new content and FREE Kindle book promotions I do in the future.
This feedback will help me to serve you and others better.  For more books I’ve written, please visit my Amazon Author Page.  God bless.
 
 



One More Thing…
When you turn the page, Amazon will ask you to rate this book and share a review on Facebook and Twitter.
If you believe this book is worth sharing, would you please quickly let your friends know about it?  If it teaches them to love Jesus more, they will be grateful to you-as will I.
God bless you.
 
 



Table of Contents
Preface
Introduction
Chapter One: How to Memorize the Bible
Chapter Two: Meditation
Chapter Three: Bible Study
Chapter Four: Acronym Recall
Chapter Five: Mnemonics
Keys to Using Mnemonics
How I Would Plan Direct Memorization Work
Conclusion to the Book
Appendix One: Famous Bible Verses
Appendix Two: Bible Memorization Plans


cover.jpeg
REMEMBERING GOD

~ HOW TO MEMORIZE gERIPTURE






images/00004.jpg





images/00003.jpg





images/00006.jpg
WALKNG QD






images/00005.jpg
HEARINGOL

"
a





